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TOP STORIES: 
1. Active Duty FY13 CPO Results Announced With Six Percent Increase Over FY12 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 31 JUL 12) ... Navy Personnel Command Public Affairs 

MILLINGTON, Tenn. -- Results from the Fiscal Year (FY) 13 Active Duty E7 Board were released July 31, and show Navy's 
force management initiatives are having positive effects. 

 
2. The Navy’s Unmanned, Autonomous ‘UFO’ 
(WIRED 31 JUL 12) ... Spencer Ackerman 

NAVAL AIR STATION PATUXENT RIVER, Maryland — If you saw it in person, you’d probably think it was a UFO, too. 
 

3. Navy Ships, Blue Angels Arrive In Seattle For Seafair 
(KING NBC SEATTLE 31 JUL 12) 

SEATTLE -- Three U.S. Navy ships arrive in Seattle Tuesday's for the Seafair celebration. 
 

4. Sailors Help Kick Off Seattle Seafair Fleet Week 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 01 AUG 12) MASS COMMUNICATION SPECIALIST 2ND CLASS(AW) ... Lawrence J. Davis, Navy Public 
Affairs Support Element West Det. Northwest 

SEATTLE -- The 63rd annual Seattle Seafair Fleet Week kicked off as amphibious transport dock ship USS New Orleans (LPD 
18), guided-missile cruiser USS Bunker Hill (CG 52), and guided-missile destroyer USS Halsey (DDG 97) arrived in the Port of 
Seattle, July 31. 

 

CURRENT OPERATIONS: 
5. PACOM Weighs Pre-Prepositioning Logistics For Disaster Response 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 31 JUL 12) ... Donna Miles 

CAMP SMITH, Hawaii – Along with more rotational deployments, U.S. Pacific Command is eyeing opportunities to pre-position 
some of the logistics assets being drawn down in Afghanistan to support a future disaster response or other contingency in the Asia-
Pacific region. 

 
6. Reservists Support Naval Expeditionary Force Intelligence During RIMPAC 2012 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 31 JUL 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Patrick Dille, RIMPAC Public Affairs 

JOINT BASE PEARL HARBOR-HICKAM, Hawaii -- As exercise Rim of the Pacific (RIMPAC) 2012 entered the final weeks, a 
coordinated tactical phase, designed by a Navy Reserve intelligence team, helped drive the scenario. 

 
7. RIMPAC Exercises At Pohakuloa, Road Alerts Issued 
(BIG ISLAND VIDEO NEWS (HI) 31 JUL 12) 

POHAKULOA TRAINING AREA, Hawaii: RIMPAC – the huge, multi-national naval training exercise – is approaching its final 
week here in the Hawaiian Islands. 

 
8. USS Nitze Trains With HMCS Charlottetown 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 01 AUG 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Jeff Atherton, Enterprise Carrier Strike Group 
Public Affairs 

USS NITZE, At Sea -- U.S. Navy Sailors aboard guided-missile destroyer USS Nitze (DDG 94) participated in a series of training 
exercises with Royal Canadian Navy frigate HMCS Charlottetown (FFH 339), July 27. 

 
9. Loved Ones Welcome Home USS Arleigh Burke 
(WTKR CBS NORFOLK 31 JUL 12) ... Alize Proisy 

It’s a homecoming for Hampton Roads as the USS Arleigh Burke returned from deployment. 
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GLOBAL MARITIME ENVIRONMENT: 
10. Study Criticizes Pentagon Over Its Plans For A Greater Focus On Asia 
(NEW YORK TIMES 01 AUG 12) ... Thom Shanker 

WASHINGTON — An independent review assessing the Obama administration’s plans to move national security resources 
toward Asia and away from the Atlantic has criticized the Pentagon, saying it insufficiently explained how it would shift military 
forces to the region and how the government would sharpen its focus on rising security challenges across the Pacific. 

 
11. Japan Uneasy About Chinese Leadership’s Decision Making 
Beijing intensifying actions near disputed waters, document says 
(WASHINGTON POST 01 AUG 12) ... Chico Harlan 

TOKYO — Japan voiced concern Tuesday about China’s growing assertiveness in regional waters at a time when it is becoming 
less clear who in Beijing is making decisions about the country’s military. 

 
12. China, S. Korea Slam Japan's Claims Over Disputed Islands 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 31 JUL 12) ... Isabel Reynolds 

TOKYO — China and South Korea Tuesday slammed Japan's claims to territorial rights over disputed Pacific Ocean islands, as 
rising tensions add to the risk of clashes over energy and fishing rights. 

 
13. India Opens New Naval Base Overlooking Malacca Strait 
(INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE 31 JUL 12) 

NEW DELHI — India Tuesday opened a new naval base at the Andaman and Nicobar Islands southernmost fringe of Campbell 
Bay, giving it the ability to keep an eye on the maritime traffic and security scenario in the Strait of Malacca and the Six Degree 
Channel. 

 
14. Iran, Syria Top Panetta's Agenda In Israel 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 01 AUG 12) ... Robert Burns 

JERUSALEM -- Israel's threats to attack Iran and the violence convulsing Syria top the agenda of U.S. Defense Secretary Leon 
Panetta's meetings Wednesday with Israeli government leaders. 

 

PERSONNEL: 
15. Use Career Development Boards To Improve Advancement 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 31 JUL 12) ... Navy Personnel Command Public Affairs 

MILLINGTON, Tenn. -- With the release of Active-Duty Chief Petty Officer Selection Board results July 31, approximately 
4,400 Sailors have embarked upon a rigorous induction season. 

 
16. Personnel Programs Exempt From Sequestration 
(NAVY TIMES 31 JUL 12) ... Rick Maze 

The Obama administration will exempt military personnel programs from sequestration, a decision that may quell some of the 
worry of service members losing their jobs or bonuses next year as a result of a budget impasse between the White House and 
Congress. 

 
17. Military Moves One Step Closer To A Pay Raise 
(GOVERNMENT EXECUTIVE 31 AUG 12) ... Kellie Lunney 

A Senate subcommittee approved a 1.7 percent pay raise for military service members on Tuesday. 
 

18. DoD 0-For-4 In Congress On Tricare Fee Hikes 
(NAVY TIMES 31 JUL 12) ... Rick Maze 

More Tricare fee increases were rejected Tuesday by the Senate defense appropriations subcommittee, the fourth and final panel 
with a hand in the defense budget to reject the Defense Department’s plans to shift more health care expenses to beneficiaries. 

 
19. ONR Ranks Fourth In Federal Survey For Workplace Innovation 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 31 JUL 12) ... Grace Jean, Office of Naval Research 

ARLINGTON, Va. -- New analysis of data from a federal employee survey shows that the Office of Naval Research (ONR) 
placed fourth for innovation in the workplace out of 228 agency peers in a report by Partnership for Public Service, officials 
announced July 31. 
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20. Got Innovation? Share It With Office Of Naval Research Decision Makers 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 31 JUL 12) ... Katherine H. Crawford, Office of Naval Research 

ARLINGTON, Va. -- Beginning July 31, the Office of Naval Research (ONR) will be accepting ideas and pitches for technology 
projects and displays for the 2012 Naval Science and Technology (S&T) Partnership Conference. 

 
21. 2012 Submarine League Award Winners Announced 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 31 JUL 12) ... Lt. Cmdr. Jennifer Cragg, Commander, Submarine Group 2 Public Affairs 

GROTON, Conn. -- The winners of the coveted 2012 Submarine League Awards were announced in a naval message July 27, of 
which two commands assigned to Commander, Submarine Group 2 were chosen based on their exceptional performance and 
achievements. 

 
22. 'Joggin' For Frogmen' 5k Run Honors Fallen Troops 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 31 JUL 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Megan Anuci, Naval Special Warfare Public 
Affairs 

SAN DIEGO -- More than 900 runners and volunteers converged on San Diego State University (SDSU) July 29, for the 
inaugural Joggin' for Frogmen 5k run, a memorial event honoring 31 American warriors who gave their lives in a helicopter crash 
Aug. 6, 2011 in Afghanistan. 

 

FORCE STRUCTURE / PROGRAMS: 
23. The Next Generation Of UAVs 
(FOREIGN POLICY 31 JUL 12) ... John Reed 

In an example of how the next-generation of stealthy UAV will be here within the decade, Lockheed Martin has just revealed the 
Sea Ghost, an unmanned Naval strike jet. 

 
24. Navy: E-2 Needs New Radar 
(C4ISR JOURNAL 31 JUL 12) ... Dan P. Taylor 

As troops entered Iraq in 2003 to begin their quest to oust Saddam Hussein, they encountered a problem: Despite the massive 
coalition airpower available, the critical connection between the troops on the ground and forces in the air was missing. 

 
25. U.S. Senate Appropriators Recommend $604.5B For Pentagon 
(DEFENSE NEWS 31 JUL 12) ... Kate Brannen 

To meet the Budget Control Act’s caps for defense spending, the U.S. Senate Appropriations defense subcommittee transferred 
$5 billion out of the Pentagon’s base budget into a separate spending bill for operations in Afghanistan. 

 
26. Senate Panel Approves Defense Bill With Biofuels Funds 
(REUTERS 31 JUL 12) ... Susan Cornwell 

WASHINGTON -- A Senate subcommittee approved legislation on Tuesday that continues funding for the Pentagon's use of 
biofuels, a senator said, in a move pushing back against critics trying to limit outlays on programs such as the Navy's "Great Green 
Fleet." 

 
27. House Panel Preps For Big Sequestration Hearing 
(DEFENSE NEWS 31 JUL 12) ... Rick Maze 

The House Armed Services Committee will grill White House and defense officials Aug. 1 in pursuit of more details on how 
sequestration could devastate the military, including the potential for cuts in military and civilian personnel. 

 
28. OMB Tells Agencies It Will Begin Consulting On Sequester 
(THE HILL 31 JUL 12) ... Jeremy Herb 

One day before the director of the Office of Management and Budget (OMB) will testify in Congress Wednesday about 
implementing sequestration, OMB issued guidance to federal agencies saying it will begin consulting with them on the automatic 
spending cuts set to take effect in January. 

 
29. Sequestration Has Defense In The Dark 
Industry dazed by political headache 
(WASHINGTON TIMES 31 JUL 12) ... Susan Crabtree and Stephen Dinan 

Republicans on Tuesday accused the White House of trying to “intimidate” defense companies into keeping silent about major 
job losses if automatic military spending cuts take effect early next year, after the administration said Monday that it would be 
“inappropriate” for employers to warn workers of layoffs. 
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BASES / COMMUNITY OUTREACH: 
30. Seafair Fleet Week 
A tradition in Seattle since 1950 
(KIRO CBS SEATTLE 31 JUL 12) 

Seafair Fleet Week offers the public a unique opportunity to tour the ships and meet the Sailors who operate them. Ship tours will 
be available daily. 

 
31. Seattle Mariners Host Military Appreciation Night 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 01 AUG 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist Seaman Chris Brown, Navy Public Affairs Support Element 
West Det. Northwest 

SEATTLE -- The Seattle Mariners showed their appreciation for service members by hosting military appreciation night at Safeco 
Field, July 31. 

 
32. Pearl Harbor Seen As Possible Site For New Ships 
(HONOLULU STAR-ADVERTISER 31 JUL 12) ... William Cole 

HONOLULU — A new study on U.S. military forces in the Pacific recommends placing another three-ship amphibious ready 
group in the region — possibly in Hawaii — in addition to the 2,700 extra Marines already moving here. 

 
33. NAVFAC Hawaii Adds 36 Electric Vehicles To JBPHH Inventory 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 31 JUL 12) ... Thomas Obungen, Naval Facilities Engineering Command Hawaii 

Pearl Harbor -- Naval Facilities Engineering Command (NAVFAC) Hawaii, Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam's (JBPHH) 
installation transportation manager, officially added 36 electric Slow-Moving Vehicles (SMVs) to its inventory, July 30. 

 
34. TSC San Diego Focuses On Energy Conservation 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 31 JUL 12) ... Lt. Emily Castro, Training Support Center San Diego Public Affairs 

SAN DIEGO -- Training Support Center (TSC) San Diego, installed its 97th energy saver motion sensor July 31. 
 

35. South Korean Interns Explore Navy's Recruit Training Command 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 31 JUL 12) ... Scott A. Thornbloom, Naval Service Training Command Public Affairs 

GREAT LAKES -- Naval Service Training Command (NSTC) hosted seven interns from the Republic of Korea (ROK) 
Parliament aboard Naval Station Great Lakes, July 30. 

 

NEWS OF INTEREST: 
36. Lawmakers Agree To Extend Funding For Six Months 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 01 AUG 12) ... Naftali Bendavid 

WASHINGTON—Republican and Democratic leaders said Tuesday that they have agreed to extend current government funding 
levels through the first six months of the fiscal year that begins Oct. 1, avoiding the prospect of a pitched budget battle shortly before 
the election. 

 
37. Bill To Cut Senate Confirmations Gets Final Action 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 31 JUL 12) ... Larry Margasak 

WASHINGTON -- The House gave final congressional approval Tuesday to a bill that would save the slow-paced Senate some 
time by eliminating the need for confirming nominees to some 170 executive branch jobs and 3,000 military officer positions. 

 
38. PTSD App Lets Patients, Doctors Track Progress 
(NAVY TIMES 06 AUG 12) ... Patricia Kime 

A new Defense Department app could improve treatment for patients with post-traumatic stress disorder. 
 

39. Congress Helps Camp Lejeune Families Hurt By Tainted Water 
(MCCLATCHY NEWSPAPERS 01 AUG 12) ... Franco Ordonez 

WASHINGTON — The day after Janey Ensminger would have celebrated her 36th birthday, the House of Representatives 
passed a historic bill in her honor that would help thousands of sick Marine veterans and their families who were exposed to 
contaminated water at Marine Corps Base Camp Lejeune. 

 
40. Congress Sends Veterans Bill To President 
(NAVY TIMES 31 JUL 12) ... Rick Maze 

An omnibus veterans bill chock-full of two years’ accumulation of health, benefits, education and administrative provisions is on 
its way to the White House for President Obama’s signature. 
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41. Yes, The Air Force Has A Navy 
(NEXTGOV 31 JUL 12) ... Bob Brewin 

The Naval Sea Systems Command has kicked off sea tests of the Air Force’s newest ship, the USNS Howard O. Lorenzen. 
 

42. 1 Gold, Several Defeats For Military Olympians 
(NAVY TIMES 31 JUL 12) 

A fast-fingered 23-year-old Sgt. Vincent Hancock shattered multiple Olympic records while staking his claim for gold at the 
London Games on Tuesday even as other military athletes suffered through the agony of defeat. 

 

OPINION: 
43. The Truth About Military Cuts 
(NEW YORK TIMES 01 AUG 12) ... Editorial 

Republican lawmakers started a fire last year when they created a debt-ceiling crisis to force cuts in spending. Now that it is 
beginning to damage their most treasured military programs, they are blaming President Obama for not putting it out. 

 
44. Pentagon Sends Conflicting Signals On Health Costs 
(BLOOMBERG GOVERNMENT INSIGHT 31 JUL 12) ... Robert Levinson 

The Pentagon has asked to shift $708 million of health-care funds to other uses because cost growth has slowed and it doesn’t 
need the money. The request is at odds with the Pentagon’s previous comments about rising health-care costs. 

 
45. Navy Launches Great Green Fleet, Powered By Biofuels 
(NATIONAL RESOURCES DEFENSE COUNCIL 31 JUL 12) ... Peter Lehner 

The U.S. Navy launched its Great Green Fleet recently at RIMPAC, the world's largest naval exercise, which takes place 
biannually off the coast of Hawaii. Squadrons of F/A-18 Hornet fighter jets, an SH60-Seahawk helicopter, E-2 Hawkeye airborne 
early warning aircraft and other planes took off from the deck of the USS Nimitz, all powered by a biofuel blend, demonstrating, for 
the first time, biofuels in action at sea. 

 
46. Plugging Leaks The Wrong Way 
(WASHINGTON POST 01 AUG 12) ... David Ignatius 

The first question to ask about the draconian anti-leaking legislation passed by the Senate intelligence committee last week is 
whether it applies uniformly to all branches of government that may disclose classified information unlawfully. 

 
47. Cybersecurity At Risk 
(NEW YORK TIMES 01 AUG 12) 

Relentless assaults on America’s computer networks by China and other foreign governments, hackers and criminals have created 
an urgent need for safeguards to protect these vital systems. The question now is whether the Senate will provide them. Senator John 
McCain, a Republican of Arizona, and the Chamber of Commerce have already exacted compromises from sponsors of a reasonably 
strong bill, and are asking for more. Their demands should be resisted and the original bill approved by the Senate. 

 
48. Iran's New Quest For Nuclear Submarines: Dangerous And Needless 
 (CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR 31 JUL 12) ... Olli Heinonen 

CAMBRIDGE, Mass. -- After a recent announcement by the deputy chief of the Iranian navy that it is considering nuclear 
propulsion for its submarines, actions have proceeded swiftly. A bill an Iranian Parliament (Majlis) committee was approved, and 
debate has followed, parallel to the latest round of P5+1 talks with Iran in Istanbul, which concluded last week. 
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TOP STORIES: 
1. Active Duty FY13 CPO Results Announced With Six Percent Increase Over FY12 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 31 JUL 12) ... Navy Personnel Command Public Affairs 

MILLINGTON, Tenn. -- Results from the Fiscal Year 
(FY) 13 Active Duty E7 Board were released July 31, and 
show Navy's force management initiatives are having positive 
effects. 

Advancement opportunity for the FY13 board increased 
to 23.96 percent, nearly 6 percent more than FY12 as 
approximately 4,400 Sailors were selected from a pool nearly 
19,000 candidates. 

Notable opportunity this cycle included Logistics 
Specialist (Submarine) (LS grp 1) with 100 percent 
opportunity and 22 quotas. Also showing strong opportunity 
was Yeoman (Submarine) (YN Grp 1) at 55.77 percent and 29 
quotas from 33.93 with 19 quotas in FY12. 

"While it is a high point for those Sailors selected for 
chief petty officer, the active and Reserve board's typically 
review records of more than 19,000 first class petty officers, 
which means a lot of Sailors will not be selected, and that is 
very disappointing to some Sailors," said Navy Personnel 
Command Force Master Chief (AW/SW/NAC) Jon Port. "The 

chain of command must communicate with those Sailors who 
did not get selected." 

According to Port, command leadership should assist 
Sailors not selected by conducting a career development board 
(CDB). A CDB provides Sailors the opportunity to discuss 
their career progression, the health of their rating, and their 
short and long-term goals for the future. 

"If we are straightforward yet supportive with our Sailors, 
they stand a much greater chance of following the advice 
given by their chain of command and ultimately attaining that 
next pay grade," he said. 

NPC conducts almost 150 promotion and selection boards 
annually. Each board receives the official military records of 
personnel deemed eligible for consideration. 

View NAVADMIN 232/12 
Congrats To The New 4,381 Chief Petty Officers 
(NAVY TIMES 31 JUL 12) 
The Navy has released the results of the fiscal 2013 

active-duty chief petty officer selection board: 
View LIst 

Return to Index 
 

2. The Navy’s Unmanned, Autonomous ‘UFO’ 
(WIRED 31 JUL 12) ... Spencer Ackerman 

NAVAL AIR STATION PATUXENT RIVER, Maryland 
— If you saw it in person, you’d probably think it was a UFO, 
too. 

That’s what happened when the Navy trucked its batwing-
shaped drone of the future from California to its new testing 
bed here in Maryland. Across the country, 911 switchboards 
lit up with reports that mysterious trucks were hauling a 
spaceship. In truth, it was a demonstration model for 
something the Navy desperately wants: to launch an armed, 
spying, stealthy drone from an aircraft carrier, one of the 
hardest maneuvers in aviation, conducted with the click of a 
mouse. But up close, you can see why people freaked out. 

Not many people have seen the X-47B, as the Navy calls 
it, up close: its Northrop Grumman manufacturers and its 
remote Navy test pilots, mostly. Until Tuesday, when the 
Navy program executive office in charge of developing what 
will be known as the UCLASS — for Unmanned Carrier 
Launched Airborne Surveillance and Strike System — let 
reporters see the X-47B in the metallic flesh. 

First impression: It’s a lot bigger than the photos and 
music videos have made it out to be. Its 62.1 feet of bat-
shaped wingspan look even larger in person. When it stands 
on its landing gear, you get the sense that a human being could 
actually crawl into the X-47B — they’d need a ladder — even 
though that would defeat the purpose. After all, the X-47B is 
designed to be one of the most autonomous drones the U.S. 
military has. 

The idea behind UCLASS — of which the X-47B is 
merely the demonstration model — involves doing away with 
the joysticks and computer banks that most remote operators 
use to control their drones. Instead, Northrop’s proprietary 
software lets drone pilots program where they want the drone 
to fly. Then they can go get a sandwich. “It’s smart enough for 

you to put really interesting contingencies” in the X-47B’s 
way, says Capt. Jaime Engdahl, the Navy’s program manager 
for its flying drones. “It has the smarts to react to that 
condition.” 

The Navy doesn’t really want to elaborate, beyond saying 
that “precision GPS” helps the drone understand where its 
aircraft carrier mothership is. The Navy is quick to remind 
reporters, however, that the X-47B is just a demonstrator, 
unarmed and carrying no sensors yet. It’s at Pax River, home 
to catapults and trapping wires that simulate what’s necessary 
for an aircraft launch, to test the proposition that the Navy 
really can launch a drone from a carrier and bring it safely 
back. The drone took its first flight from Pax River on Sunday, 
a 35-minute flight over the Chesapeake Bay at 7,500 feet and 
a 180-knot clip. 

Next year, the Navy plans to actually launch the X-47B 
from Pax River to the deck of an aircraft carrier — with the 
aforementioned mouse click. The plan is to bring UCLASS 
into the Navy’s air fleet by 2019 (the date recently slipped a 
year). 

That said, not even a drone as autonomous as the X-47B 
is without human companionship. A Northrop test pilot named 
Gerrit Everson can prove it: on his forearm is a white box 
called the Control Display Unit. Packed with six buttons and 
cabled to a battery pack strapped to the small of Everson’s 
back, it’s kind of like if Nintendo created a Power Glove for 
flight-deck operations. The control unit can power the drone 
up once it’s latched to a carrier catapult and take control of it 
once it lands and needs to be moved elsewhere on the carrier. 
Everson grips a handle and flicks his wrist; if the X-47 was 
powered up, its nose would along with his wrist. 

Another thing the Navy’s got to test is just how an aircraft 
carrier’s crew works with a robotic plane. There’s little margin 
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for error in flight deck operations, and so far, Sailors only 
know how to interact with human pilots. At Pax, a commander 
named Jeff Dodge explains how the Navy has “digitized an 
aircraft carrier” so the X-47B can better understand all the 
other stuff that occurs on the flight deck, in order to integrate 
it with manned flights. There’s even a dongle that Dodge calls 
a “Pickle Stick”: something that can send wave off the X-47B 
if the robot looks like it’s not going to land on the carrier at 
the right angle. 

Which is an indicator that a lot can go wrong with an 
autonomous drone above the waves. The Navy says it’s not 
concerned about them — yet. Engdahl concedes that for the 
time being, the Navy isn’t testing how the X-47B protects 
against spoofing, which may have been how the Iranians 
brought down the CIA’s RQ-170 Sentinel drone last year. And 
since the X-47B isn’t strapped with any weapons or cameras 
— yet — the Navy hasn’t figured out exactly how the human 
being who will decide when to use its deadly force fits into the 

drone’s autonomous operations. “We’re in the crawl-walk-run 
stage of autonomous systems,” Engdahl says. But underneath 
the bulbous, beak-like nose cone — what you might call the 
jowls of the drone, there’s a second set of doors behind the 
landing gear. That’s the payload bay, where the drone can 
carry two 2,000-pound bombs. 

The rest of the drone is weirder than meets the eye. 
Calling it a mini-stealth bomber, a common description, 
doesn’t really do it justice. It’s got something of a pot belly 
and a hunched back. Its wings don’t taper flat, they bulge out 
like a flexed bicep and out a second time near the wingtips. In 
place of a cockpit is a red slit — an air intake — that makes 
the machine look like a Cylon Raider from Battlestar: 
Galactica. It may be on an aircraft carrier before the decade 
ends, but it’s not crazy to think the X-47B seems 
otherworldly. 

View Clip (RT: 0:53) 
View Gallery (7 Photos) 

Return to Index 
 

3. Navy Ships, Blue Angels Arrive In Seattle For Seafair 
(KING NBC SEATTLE 31 JUL 12) 

SEATTLE -- Three U.S. Navy ships arrive in Seattle 
Tuesday's for the Seafair celebration. 

The amphibious transport dock ship New Orleans, the 
guided missile cruiser Bunker Hill and guided missile 
destroyer Halsey will dock on the waterfront with three 
Canadian Navy ships and a Coast Guard vessel. 

The ships will participate in the SeafairParade of Ships in 
Elliott Bay on Wednesday, Aug. 1 starting at approximately 
1:45 p.m. They be available for public tours through the 
weekend. 

The Navy's Blue Angels jets also are arriving in Seattle. 
They'll practice Thursday and Friday and perform Saturday 
and Sunday over the hydroplane race course on Lake 
Washington. 

During the practices and air show, the Interstate 90 
floating bridge will be closed to traffic. 

Ship Tours 

The naval ships will be open for public tours Aug. 2-4 
from 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. and Aug. 5 from noon to 3:30 
p.m. 

Sailors on board the U.S. Navy amphibious transport dock 
ship USS New Orleans (LPD 18) located at Pier 90, guided-
missile cruiser USS Bunker Hill (CG 52) located at Pier 48 
and guided-missile destroyer USS Halsey (DDG 97) located at 
Pier 66, will be in Seattle for Seafair as part of the annual 
festival's Fleet Week. 

More information here. 
Blue Angels 
The U.S. Navy Demonstration Squadron (aka the "Blue 

Angels") perform their airshow twice this weekend -- at 1:40 
p.m. on both Saturday and Sunday. 

See the full schedule for the Boeing Air Show, which 
includes flyovers by more than just the Angels. 

Return to Index 
 

4. Sailors Help Kick Off Seattle Seafair Fleet Week 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 01 AUG 12) MASS COMMUNICATION SPECIALIST 2ND CLASS(AW) ... Lawrence J. Davis, Navy Public 
Affairs Support Element West Det. Northwest 

SEATTLE -- The 63rd annual Seattle Seafair Fleet Week 
kicked off as amphibious transport dock ship USS New 
Orleans (LPD 18), guided-missile cruiser USS Bunker Hill 
(CG 52), and guided-missile destroyer USS Halsey (DDG 97) 
arrived in the Port of Seattle, July 31. 

Seafair is Seattle's monthlong summer celebration that 
includes multiple Navy events such as a parade of ships, air 
shows by the Navy's flight demonstration team the Blue 
Angels, Navy Band performances, and a Seattle Mariners' 
military appreciation game. 

"It's a great opportunity for the Navy to renew its bonds 
with the community and to continue to enhance our shared 
interest," said Cmdr. Mike L. Weeldreyer, USS Halsey 
commanding officer. 

Sailors said they were excited to be able to meet locals 
and experience Seattle. 

"I can't wait to see what Seattle has to offer, and I 
definitely want to check out the Space Needle," said 
Engineman Fireman Recruit Jessica Falls, a Halsey Sailor. "I 
think it's cool that the community shows their appreciation for 
what we do in the Navy," 

The Seattle Mariners hosted their annual military 
appreciation game which offered Sailors discounted admission 
tickets, access to the field during batting practice, a free 
Mariners' T-shirt and a free USO sponsored barbeque before 
the game. 

"This is a pretty awesome experience, and it means a lot 
for the Mariners to show appreciation for what the Navy 
does," said Gas Turbine Systems Technician (Mechanical) 2nd 
Class (SW) Anthony Brusatori, a Naval Base Kitsap Sailor 
who helped parade the colors during the national anthem 
before the game. 
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In addition to the activities for visiting Sailors, the 
community is also invited aboard the ships for free public 

tours Aug. 1-5, at the downtown Seattle Waterfront on piers 
46, 66 and 90. 

Return to Index 
 
 

CURRENT OPERATIONS: 
5. PACOM Weighs Pre-Prepositioning Logistics For Disaster Response 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 31 JUL 12) ... Donna Miles 

CAMP SMITH, Hawaii – Along with more rotational 
deployments, U.S. Pacific Command is eyeing opportunities 
to pre-position some of the logistics assets being drawn down 
in Afghanistan to support a future disaster response or other 
contingency in the Asia-Pacific region. 

U.S. Marines began serving six-month rotational 
deployments near Darwin, Australia, in April, and the Navy 
will deploy the first littoral combat ship to serve a 10-month 
rotation in Singapore next spring. 

Navy Adm. Samuel J. Locklear III, PACOM commander, 
said he’ll seek more of these arrangements that put forces 
closer to where they might be needed in the event of a natural 
disaster or other crisis. 

That presence, and the experience base it helps to build 
between U.S. and host-nation militaries, would be particularly 
valuable following a disaster requiring humanitarian 
assistance, the admiral told American Forces Press Service. It 
gives training to the forces that rotate in and out so they are 
familiar with the region and the regional militaries if they need 
to work together, he said. “So there is a lot of value to it,” he 
added. 

Meanwhile, as U.S. forces draw down in Afghanistan, 
PACOM is working with the Defense Department and the 
U.S. Agency for International Development to identify what 
materiel assets might be transferred to the Asia-Pacific. 

“Part of what this office is doing is looking at the options 
of where we can forward locate humanitarian assistance 
capabilities in the theater,” Air Force Brig. Gen. Mark M. 
McLeod, PACOM’s director of logistics, engineering and 
security, said during an interview at the command’s Honolulu 
headquarters. “We want to posture them somewhere in the 
theater that would allow us to react very quickly.” 

McLeod said many materials to be disassembled from 
expeditionary camps in the U.S. Central Command area of 
operation -- tents, blankets and generators, among them -- 
could be vital in a humanitarian crisis. 

Although no part of the world is immune to natural 
disasters, none experiences them in the number or severity as 
the Asia-Pacific region. Located on the earthquake-prone 
“Ring of Fire,” it also suffers from cyclones, tsunamis, 
flooding, wildfires and volcanic eruptions. 

“A preponderance of the natural disasters happen in this 
theater, so the question is raised: How do you get enough 

assets out here to support all of the things that happen?” 
McLeod said. 

Financial and operational realities would make it 
impossible for the U.S. military to pre-position everything that 
would be needed in a disaster response, he said. 

To a great extent, the U.S. military will continue to rely 
on aircraft to surge manpower and emergency provisions 
when called on to support a disaster response, he said. Sealift 
will continue to be equally important. Although slower than 
airlift, it’s able to deliver equipment and supplies in bulk. 

But with equipment and supplies being moved out of the 
combat theater, McLeod said, logic dictates sending at least 
some of it where it’s most likely to be needed. 

“As opposed to bringing it home [and] putting it in central 
storage facilities, it might make more sense, when we do this 
calculus, to forward move [materiel] to a place where we 
could get access to very low-cost storage capabilities,” he said. 

He noted several locations, such as Singapore and the 
Philippines, which offer not only low-cost warehouse space, 
but also good airfield and port access. Even regional nations 
not comfortable with a visible U.S. military presence on their 
soil tend to be open to accepting pre-positioned equipment and 
supplies, typically tucked away in shipping containers and 
storage facilities, to support a humanitarian response. 

It supports the local economy, McLeod said, while 
providing a ready force of equipment and supplies for U.S. 
troops to fall in on if called to support a disaster response. 
That, in turn, allows them to move in faster and hit the ground 
running because they don’t have to transport it thousands of 
miles to where it’s needed. 

“So it is very much a win-win,” McLeod said. “We are 
looking for the opportunities to place those assets out there 
that will help us address that tyranny of distance.” 

While officials seek these opportunities, he 
acknowledged, budget constraints demand good decision-
making and business practices. 

“The challenge for logisticians in our time of rebalance is 
to make sure that we can knit all that together as closely as we 
can and do that efficiently,” McLeod said. “Our ability to be 
efficient will determine our ability to be effective 
operationally in the future. There is no question in my mind.” 

Return to Index 
 

6. Reservists Support Naval Expeditionary Force Intelligence During RIMPAC 2012 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 31 JUL 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Patrick Dille, RIMPAC Public Affairs 

JOINT BASE PEARL HARBOR-HICKAM, Hawaii -- 
As exercise Rim of the Pacific (RIMPAC) 2012 entered the 
final weeks, a coordinated tactical phase, designed by a Navy 
Reserve intelligence team, helped drive the scenario. 

Thirteen Reservists specializing in military intelligence 
integrated with the naval expeditionary force (NEF), one of 
seven joint task force commands working under the combined 
force maritime component commander to respond to the 
military scenarios of RIMPAC. 



 9

The Reservists' analysis of things like bomb attack 
reports, enemy activities and civilian emergencies within the 
fictitious exercise scenario were directly accessible to 
expeditionary force leaders. 

The Reserve intelligence team, made up of five officers 
and eight enlisted Intelligence Specialists (IS), integrated into 
the watch center at the NEF command post on the waterfront 
of Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam, Hawaii. The NEF 
command post also housed Explosive Ordnance Disposal 
Group (EODGRU) 1 command operations. 

Two of the Reserve intelligence team officers, both 
explosive ordnance disposal (EOD) specialists, served as 
liaison naval officer (LNO) consultants at the Pacific 
Warfighting Center (PWC) on Ford Island, while two 
intelligence officers served at the NEF command post, one as 
a watch captain and the other overseeing intelligence 
operations. The third officer, Capt. Paul Jensen, is the 
commanding officer of the EODGRU 1 Reserve component, 
and served as deputy NEF commodore during the exercise. 

"Getting to take part in a real world, high-level exercise, 
the training, the experience can't be attained anywhere else," 
said Jensen. "You can't attain that on a drill weekend, you 
can't get it at a Reserve-only exercise; our immersion into the 
jobs we would do if we were called upon to activate is the 
main point of us coming here, and the main value that we take 
away." 

The Reserve intelligence team's immersion during 
RIMPAC involved living and working in air-conditioned tents 
at the EODGRU 1 compound, the unit whose headquarters 
became NEF headquarters during RIMPAC. According to 
Jensen, the NEF is a relatively new concept where an adaptive 
force package is assembled from Navy Expeditionary Combat 
Command forces based on a specific mission and then 
deployed as the lead element into a conflict to assist the host 
nation with internal defense, and air and sea port defense until 
the arrival of follow on forces. The adaptive force package is 
assembled with capabilities that can range from explosive 
ordnance disposal, diving and salvage, maritime security, 
naval construction (Seabees), maritime civil affairs, 
intelligence, riverine, and combat camera. This year, NEF had 
command and control over 18 units from coalition partner 
nations including Australian, Russia, and Canada, in addition 
to U.S. forces and the Reserve intelligence team who 
contributed niche support at the headquarters level. 

"I have found that it is one of the best cases of integration 
of reservists and the active component," said Jensen. "They're 
not looking for stuff for us to do, we immediately integrated in 
and offered up increased capacity in those mission areas that 
they maintain." 

One key mission area during the tactical phase of 
RIMPAC was locating simulated improvised explosive 
devices. For the intelligence team, this meant the IS's 
monitored the internal network known as "CENTRIX," where 
the exercise scenario is played out in a sort of virtual reality. 
Intelligence information was sent, or "injected," into the 
intelligence watch monitor by exercise controllers know as 
"the White Cell," or by other exercise sources, through notes 
within CENTRIX, usually an email. 

"In real life, it would be coming in from all different 
directions," said Intelligence Specialist 1st Class Brad 
Vancleave, a nine-year Reservist serving as request for 

information (RFI) and information collections manager. 
Information sources could include people returning from the 
field giving direct reports to the NEF intelligence team, or 
"cell." They would also include field teams briefing the NEF 
commanders after a mission, or field specialists collecting 
information using sophisticated surveillance equipment. 

"The intel guys don't do as much outright collection as 
they do assessment -- what it means," said Jensen. "And then 
they have a product they can give the commander so he can 
make decisions based on that, and then potentially send out 
EOD or other forces as required." 

During RIMPAC, the field teams serving within NEF 
operated in simulated field conditions in order to add an 
element of increased reality to the scenario. Dozens of air 
conditioned tents were set up in compounds, known as tent 
cities, scattered across Ford Island and Joint Base Pearl 
Harbor-Hickam. It was from these tent cities that 
expeditionary forces reacted to the information the seasoned 
Reserve IS's analyzed. 

"This is old-hat for me," said Vancleave. As a civilian, 
this is what I do. I came from a tent in Afghanistan, and was a 
little hard-pressed to know I'd be in a tent in Hawaii; but this 
is how it is in theater, this is realistic. 

Just before attending his first RIMPAC this year, 
Vancleave spent six months in Afghanistan as an unmanned 
aerial vehicle (UAV) pilot with a military contractor. He also 
deployed in 2003, just after joining the Reserves, for more 
than a year with SEAL Team 5 as a targeting analyst focused 
on human intelligence. Between his job flying UAVs and 
gathering intelligence with the Navy, Vancleave has spent 
more than four years boots-on-ground in Iraq and Afghanistan, 
experience that helped him separate kernels of valuable 
information from chaff. 

Vancleave and the other IS's on watch stayed keenly 
focused on intelligence injects related to smuggling routes, 
weapons smuggling, narcotics, improvised explosive device 
detonations and discoveries, and other land-based reports. 

"I tracked those instances, and then they got reported on 
our built-slides for the update brief, or for the PWC to focus in 
on imagery collection so that we could take that information 
and get something further," said Vancleave. "It's not as much 
about the capabilities right now as it is about the process." 

"A lot of them have done multiple deployments, and 
they've worked as [intelligence] specialists and intel analysts 
during those deployments; that's an incredible value-added 
skill set to bring to the team that they didn't have without our 
folks," said Jensen. "It's more, it's better; it's not an issue that 
they couldn't do it without us, it's that they can do it a lot 
better with us." 

The Intelligence Reservists made the exercise more 
dynamic for EODGRU 1's Intelligence Exploitation Team 
(IET) by adding realism to their field operations. Chief 
Intelligence Specialist Eloy Rodriguez, EODGRU 1 Reserve 
element leading chief petty officer and watch supervisor, 
along with the other Reserve IS's on his team, served as role 
players impersonating foreign nationals whom active duty IS's 
on the IET, known as hum'inters because of their human-
intelligence gathering specialization, interviewed. This 
interview activity simulated the way hum'inters would gather 
human-intelligence information in the field, a process 
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involving interaction between human intelligence collectors 
and people living in the local population. 

The information the hum'inters gathered from Rodriguez 
and the other Reserve IS's wouldn't have changed the course 
of the structured exercise, but if the hum'inters hadn't asked 
the right questions in the right way, Rodriguez said it could 
have made reaching their goal more difficult. 

"This side-play helps drive how the intel analysts from 
EOD build their target development so that they can defeat the 
IED networks," said Rodriguez. 

Rodriguez trained early on as an aerospace engineer, and 
has since become a paralegal at a law firm in San Diego. He 
joined the Navy as an IS in 1987 and gained experience along 
the way working with UAV aircraft as part of the Naval 
Special Warfare Command beginning in 2001. In 2007, he 
started working with EOD, and has maintained that connection 
ever since. RIMPAC 2012 marks his fourth, and his 
experience with the biennial exercise ranges over 20 years. 

"My first one was in the '90s," said Rodriguez. "My last 
three have been with EOD, and I've seen it grow to this point 
where there's an incredible level of detail." He said this year's 
incorporation of human intelligence collection had direct 
impact on EOD's actions. 

"It's like getting the ground truth from the locals to 
determine if there is infiltration of bad guys in the area of 

interest," said Rodriguez. "They ask just general questions to 
find out if this individual that have moved into this area are 
actually from there, and if they're coming from somewhere 
else, what their intent is: is their intent to be a part of the 
community and contribute, or is it something else?" 

As the tactical phase of RIMPAC progressed, Rodriguez 
began rotating his team through the watch floor and out into 
the field with EOD technicians to exercise their full range of 
skills. 

"What that does is, it builds a trust with the EOD techs; 
they're like, wow, this guy can shoot," said Rodriguez. "So, 
the credibility of that IS has now just grown exponentially, 
and that EOD tech can now come to us with confidence in our 
abilities." 

The Reserve intelligence team continues to support NEF 
and EODGRU 1 through the end of the 36-day RIMPAC, the 
world's largest international maritime exercise that involves 
twenty-two nations, more than 40 ships and submarines, over 
200 aircraft and 25,000 personnel. Members of EODGRU 1's 
Reserve element also supplement real-world operations, in 
addition to exercises, including the unit's eight-month mission 
as Joint Task Force (JTF) Troy in Baghdad in 2011 where they 
were responsible for exercising command and control of 
operational explosive ordnance disposal (EOD) forces 
throughout Iraq. 
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7. RIMPAC Exercises At Pohakuloa, Road Alerts Issued 
(BIG ISLAND VIDEO NEWS (HI) 31 JUL 12) 

POHAKULOA TRAINING AREA, Hawaii: RIMPAC – 
the huge, multi-national naval training exercise – is 
approaching its final week here in the Hawaiian Islands. 

Held every two years by Commander, U.S. Pacific Fleet, 
RIMPAC 2012 is a multinational maritime exercise that takes 
place in and around the waters of the Aloha State. 

The training even spills inland… here on the Big Island, 
the Pohakuloa Training Area was recently host to Australian 
Soldiers with 2nd Battalion, Royal Australian Regiment. They 
conducted a platoon sized assault range on July 19. 

Approximately 2,200 personnel from nine nations are 
participating in this Special Purpose Marine Air-Ground Task 
Force 3, Combined Force Land Component Command. The 
amphibious and land-based operations are being conducted in 
order to enhance multinational and joint interoperability. 

Also, this footage shows U.S. Marines with Marine Light 
Attack Helicopter Squadron 169 “The Vipers”… conducting 
aerial patrols and live fire training in a UH-1Y Huey and a 
AH-1W Super Cobra. 

Twenty-two nations, more than 40 ships and submarines, 
more than 200 aircraft and 25,000 personnel are participating 
in the biennial RIMPAC exercise from June 29 to Aug. 3. 

The military’s activities come with a traffic delay warning 
from the U.S. Army Garrison-Pōhakuloa… On Wednesday, 

August 1st, a Hilo-based military unit will convoy from 
Keaukaha Military Reserve to Pōhakuloa Training Area. 
Those convoys are expected to continue through August 4th 
between the hours of 8 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. each day. 

The convoy will travel via Hilo Airport Road, 
Kanoelehua Avenue, West Puainako Street, Komohana 
Avenue, the Puainako Extension and up the Saddle Road. 

The convoys will have Hawaii Police Department escorts 
front and rear during their trip. Motorists are advised to be 
alert and drive with care. 

Also, on Thursday August 2nd: An Oahu-based military 
unit will convoy from Kawaihae Harbor to Pōhakuloa, 
between 8 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. 

The convoys will travel via Kawaihae Road, Queen 
Kaahumanu Highway, Waikoloa Road, Mamalahoa Highway 
and Saddle Road. 

Again, the convoys will have Hawaii Police Department 
escorts front and rear during their trip. Motorists are advised to 
be alert and drive with care. 

The PTA Department of Army police are working closely 
with local authorities and military units to coordinate this 
activity in support of unit training. 

View Clip (RT: 2:51) 
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8. USS Nitze Trains With HMCS Charlottetown 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 01 AUG 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Jeff Atherton, Enterprise Carrier Strike Group 
Public Affairs 

USS NITZE, At Sea -- U.S. Navy Sailors aboard guided-
missile destroyer USS Nitze (DDG 94) participated in a series 

of training exercises with Royal Canadian Navy frigate HMCS 
Charlottetown (FFH 339), July 27. 
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The exercise included a short term crew exchange which 
sent Nitze Sailors to Charlottetown while Nitze hosted 
Charlottetown Sailors. 

The exercise offered a glimpse into the operations of a 
different ship performing a similar mission in the U.S. 5th 
Fleet area of responsibility. 

"We are a lot more alike than I thought we would be," 
said Engineman 2nd Class Michael Graham, a Sailor assigned 
to Nitze. "They basically run their ship the same way we do. If 
we work together operationally, I would have a better 
understanding of what they are doing on their ship." 

The visit, board, search and seizure (VBSS) team 
assigned to Nitze spent time practicing maneuvering, 
apprehension and detainee handling aboard Charlottetown 
while their Canadian counterparts, the naval boarding party 
assigned to Charlottetown, conducted the same training aboard 
Nitze. 

"It was a great experience," said Gunner's Mate 2nd Class 
Justin Williams, a member of Nitze's VBSS team. "I enjoyed 
watching their team operate. If we get to work with their team 

in the future, we will be able to work together more 
effectively." 

Following the boarding exercise, the ships conducted a 
passing exercise (PASSEX). A PASSEX is meant to 
strengthen the ability to maneuver the ships and increase 
interoperability, a valuable training opportunity for junior 
officers aboard each ship. 

"This exercise with Charlottetown helps to increase our 
awareness of each other's capabilities," said Cmdr. 
Christopher Nerad, Nitze commanding officer. "We were 
successful in sharing ideas, tactics and procedures that we are 
sure to execute if we work together within the coalition. I look 
forward to working closely with our Canadian partners as we 
continue to provide a measure of maritime security in this 
region." 

Nitze is deployed to the U.S. 5th Fleet area of 
responsibility conducting maritime security operations, theater 
security cooperation efforts and support missions as part of 
Operation Enduring Freedom. 
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9. Loved Ones Welcome Home USS Arleigh Burke 
(WTKR CBS NORFOLK 31 JUL 12) ... Alize Proisy 

It’s a homecoming for Hampton Roads as the USS 
Arleigh Burke returned from deployment. 

Families waved goodbye to their Sailors on a cold 
morning six months ago. 

View Clip (RT: 1:24) 
Photo Gallery - Destroyer Arleigh Burke returns 

(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 31 JUL 12) 
The guided missile destroyer Arleigh Burke returned 

home to Norfolk on Tuesday, July 31, 2012, after a six-month 
deployment. The crew of 300 visited Israel and Cypress 
during the deployment. 

View Gallery (3 Photos) 
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GLOBAL MARITIME ENVIRONMENT: 
10. Study Criticizes Pentagon Over Its Plans For A Greater Focus On Asia 
(NEW YORK TIMES 01 AUG 12) ... Thom Shanker 

WASHINGTON — An independent review assessing the 
Obama administration’s plans to move national security 
resources toward Asia and away from the Atlantic has 
criticized the Pentagon, saying it insufficiently explained how 
it would shift military forces to the region and how the 
government would sharpen its focus on rising security 
challenges across the Pacific. 

The 110-page unclassified study, buttressed by a secret 
annex, also warns that plans for an Asia-Pacific emphasis have 
not been squared with increasingly tight budgets. 

While the assessment does not declare the new Asia 
strategy to be an emperor with no clothes, it recommends that 
more must be done to persuade Congress to support and 
finance the new strategy. 

The administration announced plans early this year to 
pivot from Iraq and Afghanistan to focus national security 
resources on the Asia-Pacific region. As part of a broad 
Congressional scrutiny into national security policy for the 
region, a bipartisan trio of senators backed a provision in the 
defense authorization bill for an independent critique of 
President Obama’s overall Asia-Pacific strategy. The review, 
conducted by the Center for Strategic and International 
Studies, a nonpartisan policy institute in Washington, found 
that the Defense Department “has not adequately articulated 

the strategy behind its force posture planning, nor aligned the 
strategy with resources in a way that reflects current budget 
realities.” 

The debate over what the Obama administration hopes 
will be a signature foreign policy realignment will resume on 
Wednesday, when the two main authors of the study, David J. 
Berteau and Michael J. Green, appear before a House Armed 
Services subcommittee. Two Pentagon officials, Robert Scher, 
the deputy assistant secretary for plans, and David F. Helvey, 
the acting deputy assistant secretary for East Asia, are also 
expected to testify. Senate hearings are expected later. 

The senators who pushed for the assessment — Carl 
Levin of Michigan and Jim Webb of Virginia, both 
Democrats, and John McCain of Arizona, a Republican — 
issued a statement on Friday noting the need to match strategic 
goals to spending constraints. 

“This is particularly important as support for the 
resourcing of major overseas initiatives, in the current fiscal 
environment, will depend to a significant extent on a clear 
articulation of U.S. strategic imperatives and the manner in 
which the investments address them,” the senators said. They 
emphasized that Congress needed to be reassured that “force 
planning and realignment proposals are realistic, workable and 
affordable.” 
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In assessing the military rebalancing proposals, the study 
notes that “current U.S. force posture is heavily tilted toward 
Northeast Asia, to Korea and Japan, where it focuses properly 
on deterring the threats of major conflicts on the Korean 
Peninsula, off Japan, and in the Taiwan Strait.” 

However, the study points out that the stakes are 
“growing fastest in South and Southeast Asia,” as proved by 
potentially destabilizing actions by China as it tries to extend 
its sovereignty in the South China Sea and over island territory 
in the region. 

“The top priority of U.S. strategy in Asia is not to prepare 
for a conflict with China,” the study said. “Rather, it is to 
shape the environment so that such a conflict is never 
necessary and perhaps someday inconceivable.” 

The study calls for one or more additional attack 
submarines in Guam; the deployment of a second Marine 
Corps amphibious ready group in the region, which would 
reduce the number in the Atlantic by one; and the bolstering of 
missile-defense systems. 

Since the new Asia-Pacific strategy was officially 
announced in January, the Pentagon has sent top officials as 
emissaries, the most recent being Ashton B. Carter, the deputy 
defense secretary, who had a 10-day swing through the region. 

“I think that what our partners and allies in this region are 
looking for is confirmation that the United States is serious 

and concrete about shifting a great deal of our emphasis from 
the places we have been — of necessity — preoccupied for the 
last decade, namely Iraq and Afghanistan, to the Asia-Pacific 
region,” Mr. Carter told the American Forces Press Service, 
the Pentagon’s internal news service, as he was flying home 
last week. 

Previously, Defense Secretary Leon E. Panetta told Asian 
security officials in Singapore that the United States was 
committed to enhancing its military presence in the region 
despite budget constraints. 

The Navy, Mr. Panetta said, will reassign its forces from 
an even distribution between the Atlantic and the Pacific to 60 
percent in the Pacific. These shifts will be amplified by an 
increase in military exercises with allies and partners in the 
region, he said. 

In a cover letter to Congress for the study, which was 
made available on Friday, Mr. Panetta pointed out that the 
refocus on Asia was about more than just military power. 

“United States strategy calls for rebalancing defense, 
diplomatic and economic resources toward the Asia-Pacific 
region,” Mr. Panetta wrote. “Essential to this strategy are our 
efforts to strengthen alliances and partnerships in the Asia-
Pacific to advance a common security vision for the future.” 

View CSIS Report 
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11. Japan Uneasy About Chinese Leadership’s Decision Making 
Beijing intensifying actions near disputed waters, document says 
(WASHINGTON POST 01 AUG 12) ... Chico Harlan 

TOKYO — Japan voiced concern Tuesday about China’s 
growing assertiveness in regional waters at a time when it is 
becoming less clear who in Beijing is making decisions about 
the country’s military. 

In its annual white paper, Japan’s Defense Ministry spoke 
of the “changing” influence of the Chinese military on foreign 
policy, although the document did not specifically say that the 
influence is growing. An increasingly “complex” relationship 
between the People’s Liberation Army and the ruling 
Communist Party presents a “risk management issue” for the 
region, Tokyo said. 

Although Japan has long expressed unease about China’s 
lack of transparency on military spending and troop 
positioning, this was the first time its Defense Ministry had 
commented on the Chinese leadership’s actual decision-
making process, Japanese officials said. Japan specifically 
noted the Communist Party’s once-a-decade leadership 
change, planned for later this year. 

“There is a certain degree of wariness, not only in Japan 
but in the whole of East Asia, as to which direction China will 
be heading,” Defense Minister Satoshi Morimoto said at a 
news conference, according to the Kyodo News agency. 

Tensions between the Asian neighbors have spiked in 
recent weeks amid the latest flare-up over a disputed, 
uninhabited island chain, which Japan recently said it would 
consider purchasing from a private landowner. The Defense 
Ministry paper called for Japan to beef up its presence in the 
disputed area with added surveillance. 

As evidence of China’s alleged aggressiveness in western 
Pacific waters, particularly the East China Sea, the paper 
pointed to a “record number” of Chinese training exercises 

near Japanese islands, with at least one exercise involving an 
unmanned aerial vehicle. It also cited several instances in 
which Chinese helicopters flew close to Japanese destroyers. 
China has also increased its surveillance in the contested 
waters in recent years, the paper said, adding that the annual 
Chinese defense budget has more than doubled since 2007. 

“China has been expanding and intensifying its activities 
in waters close to Japan,” the paper said. “These moves, 
together with the lack of transparency in its military and 
security affairs, are a matter of concern for the region and the 
international community, including Japan.” 

The report drew a sharp response from Beijing, where a 
Defense Ministry spokesman called Japan’s remarks about the 
disputed islands “irresponsible.” An editorial in the nationalist 
China Daily on Tuesday took aim at Japan’s potential plan to 
buy the islands — known as Senkaku in Japan and Diaoyu in 
China — and said that Tokyo “seems to be devising a new but 
less cooperative strategy toward China.” 

The Japanese Defense Ministry’s paper also touched on 
the security challenges posed by nuclear-armed North Korea 
and the importance of tightening cooperation with the United 
States. 

For the eighth straight year, Tokyo reiterated its claim to 
another disputed group of islets controlled by South Korea. In 
response, Seoul summoned a Japanese diplomat and asked 
Japan to reconsider its claim. 

“The Korean government strongly protests Japan’s re-
inclusion of territorial claims to Dokdo,” Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Cho Tae-young said in a statement, referring to the 
isles by their Korean name. Cho said that Dokdo, known as 
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Takeshima in Japan, was “clearly indigenous territory of Korea.” 
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12. China, S. Korea Slam Japan's Claims Over Disputed Islands 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 31 JUL 12) ... Isabel Reynolds 

TOKYO — China and South Korea Tuesday slammed 
Japan's claims to territorial rights over disputed Pacific Ocean 
islands, as rising tensions add to the risk of clashes over 
energy and fishing rights. 

South Korea expressed "deep regret" that Japan chose to 
assert its claim to disputed islets for an eighth year in an 
annual defense white paper released Tuesday, and China said 
Japanese officials had made irresponsible and erroneous 
comments on a separate group of islands claimed by both 
nations. 

The war of words underscores growing unease over 
China's assertiveness in disputed waters, as countries try to use 
their territorial claims to support a push for undersea gas, oil 
and fishing rights. The tensions have led to skirmishes: The 
Philippines this month denounced "intimidation" from China 
and warned of possible "physical hostilities" at a regional 
security meeting following a two-month standoff with Chinese 
vessels over a disputed reef in the South China Sea. 

"Recently we have noticed the irresponsible remarks 
made by some officials in Japan about the Diaoyu islands," 
China's Defense Ministry Spokesman Geng Yansheng said at 
a media briefing Tuesday in Beijing. "Such erroneous remarks 
will be met with the opposition of the Chinese people." 

Japan's focus on China's growing military strength has 
sharpened this year with a dispute erupting over rights to a 
group of uninhabited islands in the East China Sea after Tokyo 
Governor Shintaro Ishihara unveiled plans to buy them. In 
May, China canceled a visit to Japan by a top general, Guo 
Boxiong. 

Japan's central government has offered to buy three of the 
disputed islands for 2 billion yen ($25.6 million), the Sankei 
newspaper reported Tuesday. The private Japanese owner 
refused the offer, saying he prefers to sell the land to the 
Tokyo metropolitan government, the newspaper said. Chief 
Cabinet Secretary Osamu Fujimura told reporters Tuesday that 
the report was incorrect, and declined to comment on the 
status of talks with the owner. 

"The Senkaku dispute matters for its capacity to transform 
Japanese thinking about Chinese intentions," Brad 
Glosserman, executive director of Pacific Forum CSIS, a 
Honolulu-based research institute, wrote in an email. "Japan 
remains the third-largest economy in the world, and while it is 
deeply pacifist — or defensive — in security orientation, a 
change in its thinking would ripple throughout the region and 
could truly transform the region." 

An editorial in the China Daily newspaper Tuesday said 
Japan's territorial claims "do not hold water." Japan's claim 

over a separate group of islets controlled by South Korea 
sparked an angry rebuke from Seoul, with South Korea's 
defense ministry demanding a correction and summoning 
Japan's Seoul- based military attache, according to a statement 
on the foreign ministry's website. 

While China had the ability to safeguard its territorial 
integrity and maritime rights, much of its military technology 
is still outmoded, Geng said. The PLA has "a lot of old 
equipment" that "still lags far behind," Colonel Lin Bai, an 
officer in the People's Liberation Army's General Armament 
Department, said at the same briefing. 

China is making "smooth progress" in its development of 
an aircraft carrier, and tests and sea trials of the carrier will 
continue, Lin said. "The Great Wall was not built in a day," he 
said. 

The relationship between China's People's Liberation 
Army and the Communist Party is becoming more 
complicated as the military modernizes, becomes more 
professional and undertakes a wider variety of duties, Japan's 
Defense Ministry said in the white paper. A more professional 
military could be tougher for civilians to control, Toshinori 
Tanaka, director of the Strategic Intelligence Analysis Office, 
told Bloomberg News. 

"The decision-making process has become less clear and 
that makes it more difficult to deal with," Tanaka said. 

Senior Colonel Wang Yongsheng, vice director of the 
People's Liberation Army Political Research Office, told 
reporters in Beijing that the Chinese military was firmly under 
the control of the Communist Party. 

"Some people hold the wrong view, calling for making 
the military less political-party oriented, less nationalized," 
Wang said. "Some are even calling for the military to be 
separated from the leadership of the party. This is something 
we are firmly opposed to." 

Japan reiterated its concern about the lack of transparency 
in China's defense spending, which it said has grown 30-fold 
over the past 24 years. China is also expanding its ocean-based 
military presence, while intelligence-gathering missions have 
been observed in waters close to Japan, the report said. 

The report reiterated Japan's plans to beef up the defense 
of remote islands and surrounding waters where no military 
personnel are currently stationed. It also highlighted plans by 
Japan's ally the U.S. to step up focus on Asia. 

"Recognizing that many of its security and economic 
interests are closely linked to development in Asia, the U.S. is 
placing more importance on the Asia-Pacific and 
strengthening ties with its allies in the region," the report said. 
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13. India Opens New Naval Base Overlooking Malacca Strait 
(INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE 31 JUL 12) 

NEW DELHI — India Tuesday opened a new naval base 
at the Andaman and Nicobar Islands southernmost fringe of 
Campbell Bay, giving it the ability to keep an eye on the 
maritime traffic and security scenario in the Strait of Malacca 
and the Six Degree Channel. 

Indian Navy chief Admiral Nirmal Verma declared the 
naval base, INS Baaz (Hawk), operational in the presence of 
tri-service Andaman and Nicobar Command chief Lt. Gen. 
Naresh C. Marwah and Chief of Integrated Defense Staff Vice 
Admiral Shekhar Sinha. 
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"One of the primary functions of INS Baaz will be to 
provide information, based on airborne maritime 
surveillance," Verma said after the opening ceremony. 

"Maritime domain awareness is the key to effective and 
informed decision making in the maritime arena. Despite 
numerous advancements in the field of information gathering 
over sea, airborne surveillance, using aircraft and UAVs, 
remains invaluable," he said. 

INS Baaz is situated at a distance of about 300 nautical 
miles from Port Blair and is the southernmost military station 
of the Indian armed forces. 

"In this context, therefore, Baaz is a very appropriate 
name as this base will provide an eagle's eye view over these 
waters, the Andaman and Nicobar islands and the strategic sea 
lines of communication that abound these areas," Verma said. 

The crest of the naval station depicts an Andaman serpent 
eagle, endemic to these islands, flying against the blue 
background of the oceans. 

"The flying eagle signifies the vigil being maintained by 
our aircraft over the vast expanse of the seas, contributing to 
maritime security during peacetime, while being prepared to 
aggressively pursue an adversary in war," the navy chief 
added. 

Noting that INS Baaz is blessed with a brilliant strategic 
location, Verma said: "Situated on this southernmost island of 
the Nicobar group, Campbell Bay overlooks the Strait of 

Malacca, while also dominating the Six Degree Channel. 
These crucial waterways continue to engage the interest of 
most global and regional powers." 

He said the Andaman and Nicobar archipelago, separated 
as it is by more than 650 nautical miles from the mainland, 
offers a vital geo-strategic advantage to India. 

"Not only do they provide the nation with a commanding 
presence in the Bay of Bengal, the islands also serve as our 
window into East and South East Asia," he said, adding that 
"they also sit astride some of the busiest shipping lanes of the 
Indian Ocean, most carrying strategic cargo for East Asian 
economies." 

The navy chief also pointed out that the archipelago was a 
key military lauchpad for India, noting that Port Blair would 
be home to amphibious platforms, naval offshore patrol 
vessels, and fast attack craft, as the navy's robust acquisition 
plans progress over the next two decades. 

INS Baaz is currently equipped to operate light to heavy 
aircraft capable of short field operations from the runway of 
about 3,500 feet. The runway will be progressively lengthened 
to enable unrestricted operation of all category of aircraft 
including heavy aircraft. The base will also be bolstered with 
modern airfield instruments and navigation aids. 

Commander S.K. Singh Deo will be the commanding 
officer of INS Baaz. 
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14. Iran, Syria Top Panetta's Agenda In Israel 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 01 AUG 12) ... Robert Burns 

JERUSALEM -- Israel's threats to attack Iran and the 
violence convulsing Syria top the agenda of U.S. Defense 
Secretary Leon Panetta's meetings Wednesday with Israeli 
government leaders. 

Panetta arrived in Israel on Tuesday after meeting in 
Cairo with Egypt's new president and its military chief. 

In Cairo, Panetta denied Israeli press reports that he 
planned to share with the Israelis any U.S. plans for military 
action against Iran. He said the reports gave a "wrong 
characterization" of what he and the Israeli leaders were 
expected to discuss. 

Panetta said his talks in Jerusalem with Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu and Defense Minister Ehud Barak will 
be "more about what is the threat we are confronting" in Iran's 
nuclear program and about sharing intelligence information. 

In greeting Panetta Wednesday at Israeli defense 
headquarters, Barak said, "The defense ties between Israel and 
the United States are stronger and tighter than they have ever 
been and the credit now has to go, most of it, to you, Leon." 

Panetta responded: "We are a friend, we are a partner, we 
have, as the defense minister has pointed out, probably the 
strongest U.S.-Israel defense relationship that we have had in 
history. What we are doing, working together, is an indication 
not only of our friendship but of our alliance to work together 
to try to preserve peace in the future." 

Iran says its nuclear work is for civilian energy uses, but 
suspicions that the Islamic republic will use enriched uranium 
for nuclear weapons has resulted in international sanctions and 
saber-rattling from Israel, which perceives a nuclear Iran as an 
existential threat. The United States has discouraged Israel 

from a unilateral, pre-emptive military strike on Iran, but has 
said it would keep all options available. 

"What we are discussing are various contingencies and 
how we would respond," Panetta said. Asked whether any 
such contingencies include plans for potential military action 
against Iran, he said, "We obviously continue to work on a 
number of options in that area." 

The Panetta visit comes just days after U.S. Republican 
presidential hopeful Mitt Romney met with top Israeli officials 
about Iran and other issues. Romney has accused the Obama 
administration of being too soft on Iran and not providing 
sufficient support to Israel. 

Netanyahu told Israeli Channel 2 TV on Tuesday that 
despite reservations about an Iranian attack among former 
Israeli security officials and Israel's current army chief, the 
country's political leadership would make the final decision on 
any attack. 

"I see an ayatollah regime that declares what it has 
championed: to destroy us," Netanyahu said. "It's working to 
destroy us, it's preparing nuclear weapons to destroy us. ... If it 
is up to me, I won't let that happen." 

With "matters that have to do with our destiny, with our 
very existence, we do not put our faith in the hands of others, 
even our best of friends," Netanyahu said, hinting that Israel 
might act alone despite American misgivings. 

Netanyahu said both Romney and Obama have said 
"Israel has the right to defend itself." 

On Monday, while in Tunisia on the first leg of his trip, 
Panetta argued for giving international economic sanctions 
and diplomatic pressure more time to persuade Iran to change 
course on the nuclear issue. 
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While in Israel Panetta also planned to inspect and get 
briefed on an air defense system known as Iron Dome, which 
is designed to shoot down short-range rockets and artillery 
shells such as those that have been fired into the Jewish state 
in recent years from Islamic militants linked to Iran and based 
in southern Lebanon and the Gaza Strip. 

Obama last week announced he was releasing an 
additional $70 million in military aid for Israel, a previously 
announced move that appeared timed to upstage Romney's trip 
to Israel. The stepped-up U.S. aid, first announced in May, 

will go to help Israel expand production of the Iron Dome 
system. 

The Panetta visit to Israel comes at a critical time, with 
the U.S. considering more direct involvement in Syria's civil 
war and weighing its course on Iran. 

Panetta acknowledged Monday that international 
sanctions have not pressured Tehran to give up its nuclear 
ambitions. But the Obama administration thinks tougher 
sanctions eventually will compel Iran to submit and it doesn't 
want Israel to attack prematurely. 
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PERSONNEL: 
15. Use Career Development Boards To Improve Advancement 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 31 JUL 12) ... Navy Personnel Command Public Affairs 

MILLINGTON, Tenn. -- With the release of Active-Duty 
Chief Petty Officer Selection Board results July 31, 
approximately 4,400 Sailors have embarked upon a rigorous 
induction season. 

"While it is a high point for those Sailors selected for 
chief petty officer, the active and Reserve board's typically 
review records of more than 19,000 first class petty officers, 
which means a lot of Sailors will not be selected, and that is 
very disappointing to some Sailors," said Navy Personnel 
Command Force Master Chief (AW/SW/NAC) Jon Port. "The 
chain of command must communicate with those Sailors who 
did not get selected." 

According to Port, command leadership should assist 
Sailors not selected by conducting a career development board 
(CDB). A CDB provides Sailors the opportunity to discuss 
their career progression, the health of their rating, and their 
short and long-term goals for the future. 

"CDBs provide all enlisted Sailors the opportunity for 
optimal development of their professional skills, both military 
and technical, thereby enhancing unit readiness, job 
satisfaction and ultimately the retention and advancement of 
our Sailors," said Port. 

Together, Sailors and their chain of command can review 
the Sailor's record and identify ways to improve 
competitiveness in the future. 

"Leaders should look at what the Sailor can do to gain 
more authority and responsibility in their current position to 
become more competitive, discuss the health of their rating 
and of course make sure the Sailors accomplishments are 
properly documented in their record," Port said. 

According to Port, it is equally important to consider 
those qualifications or milestones a Sailor should possess but 
potentially did not attain. 

"If we are straightforward yet supportive with our Sailors, 
they stand a much greater chance of following the advice 
given by their chain of command and ultimately attaining that 
next pay grade," he said. 

"I was extremely disappointed when I didn't get selected 
last year because I felt like I was doing all I could," said 
Yeoman 1st Class Shontay Bond, a Full Time Support 
Reservist assigned to Buckley Air Force Base, Colo. "After, I 
had a CDB and listened to the advice my chiefs had to give." 

Bond, who is waiting for the results of the Reserve Chief 
Petty Officer Selection Board, has since gone on to finish her 
college degree. She sought additional ways to demonstrate 
leadership abilities by organizing community service projects 
for her command. She rotated her collateral duties and took 
orders to a joint service command to increase her career 
versatility. 

Bond, who recently volunteered for an individual 
augmentee assignment, said she took the information from her 
CDB to heart. 

"It gave me the extra pat on the back I needed to move 
ahead and to not give up," said Bond. 

CDB training and individual career development plan 
worksheets are available from the Navy Personnel Command 
Web site. 

For more information visit 
http://www.npc.navy.mil/CareerInfo/CMC_CCC/CDB.htm. 

Return to Index 
 

16. Personnel Programs Exempt From Sequestration 
(NAVY TIMES 31 JUL 12) ... Rick Maze 

The Obama administration will exempt military personnel 
programs from sequestration, a decision that may quell some 
of the worry of service members losing their jobs or bonuses 
next year as a result of a budget impasse between the White 
House and Congress. 

But the announcement, made in a letter to House and 
Senate leaders from the acting director of the White House 
budget office carries with it bad news for other parts of the 
defense budget. 

By exempting the account for military pay, benefits and 
change of station travel from cuts if the once unimaginable 
across-the-board cuts come in January, the Obama 
administration would have to make even deeper cuts in other 
defense programs. 

If all programs were treated equally, every account would 
be cut by about 8 percent in January, according to senior 
House Armed Services Committee aides who spoke with 
reporters before the White House letter was received. With 
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personnel exempt, every defense program faces a 12 percent 
cut, the aides said. 

The total defense cut is expected to be between $50 
billion and $57 billion for 2012 if a sequester is ordered, and 
would include money for contingency operations. The 
Defense Department would ask for congressional approval to 
shift money between programs if it wants to make 
adjustments, although these details have not been worked out. 

One example of the tradeoffs is that protecting military 
members from the budget cuts would result in even deeper 
layoffs among defense civilian workers and contractor 
personnel, the aides said. 

Sequestration is not a sure thing since Congress and the 
White House could reach a deficit reduction agreement — 
something considered highly unlikely until after the November 
elections — or a decision could be made to postpone the cuts 
that under current law are supposed to be ordered on Jan. 2, 
2013. 

Exempting military personnel now — a decision that the 
Obama administration did not have to make until January — 
brings a quick end to talk that the administration’s refusal to 
reach a deficit reduction deal with House Republicans was 
threatening to shift up to 100,000 service members from the 
military payroll to the unemployment lines. 

House and Senate leaders already have agreed to put off a 
fight over 2013 spending levels until next year. Their 
agreement will allow the federal government to operate under 
a temporary continuing resolution for six months into the 
fiscal year. This avoids not only a pre-election battle for 
funding levels for the fiscal year that begins Oct. 1, but also 
puts off a post-election battle until spring. 

More details on the Defense Department’s planning for a 
possible sequester are expected to come out of a Wednesday 
morning House Armed Services Committee hearing where 
Jeffrey Zients, the acting director of the White House’s Office 
of Management and Budget, and Deputy Defense Secretary 
Ashton Carter will be questioned about the effects of across-
the-board cuts on national security, including specifics on 
weapons programs and defense contractors. 

Zients is the Obama administration official who 
announced the military personnel exemption in a letter to 
congressional leaders sent on the eve of those hearings. 

In a joint statement, three Republican senators — John 
McCain of Arizona, Linsey Graham of South Carolina and 
Kelly Ayotte of New Hampshire — were unimpressed with 
the announcement of a personnel exemption. 

“Rather than coming to the table with Republicans and 
Democrats in Congress to finally address the issue of budget 
sequestration, the Obama administration is flailing around 
attempting to make sequester look less devastating than it 
actually is,” the joint statement said. “Today’s announcement 
increases the impact of these arbitrary cuts on the readiness of 
our armed forces.” 

The three Republicans accuse the White House of 
“scoring cheap political points” by exempting the pay and 
allowance account while leaving the rest of the defense budget 
to be cut. 

Zients letter says the Obama administration knows other 
defense programs would suffer deeper cuts if sequestration 
occurs but decided it “to be in the national interest” to prevent 
cuts in the size of the force or to reduce compensation. 
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17. Military Moves One Step Closer To A Pay Raise 
(GOVERNMENT EXECUTIVE 31 AUG 12) ... Kellie Lunney 

A Senate subcommittee approved a 1.7 percent pay raise 
for military service members on Tuesday. 

The $604.5 billion Defense spending bill the Senate 
Defense Appropriations Subcommittee reported out also adds 
$392 million above President Obama’s budget request to 
cover shortfalls in military personnel accounts that the 
services identified after the fiscal 2013 budget was submitted. 

The pay raise for service members in the Defense 
spending bill is the same amount the Senate Armed Services 
Committee approved in May in the fiscal 2013 National 
Defense Authorization Act. The bill summary, released by the 
Appropriations Committee, does not mention a pay raise for 
Defense civilian employees. The full committee could address 
the issue when it considers the legislation, but it’s unlikely 
given the silence from lawmakers in both chambers on 
whether or not to grant civilian workers a pay raise next year. 

The Defense appropriations subcommittee also rejected 
the Obama administration’s proposed fee increases for retirees 
enrolled in TRICARE, the military’s health care program. So 
far, committees in both chambers have opposed the White 
House’s recommendation to raise the health care contributions 
of military retirees based on their retirement pay, in addition to 
other fee hikes. 

The legislation includes $33.2 billion for the Defense 
Health Program, which includes TRICARE. It also 

recommended an additional $60 million for mental health and 
traumatic brain injury research, as well as $194 million for 
certain cancer research programs. 

TRICARE has emerged as a flash point between Congress 
and the administration during the past year. The White House 
has pushed for fee increases to contain the Pentagon’s 
spiraling personnel costs, which lawmakers on both sides of 
the aisle have refused to go along with to avoid alienating an 
important political constituency. The Defense Department 
recently asked Congress to transfer $708 million in fiscal 2012 
funds from the Defense Health Program and TRICARE to use 
for other, unspecified priorities. A bipartisan group of House 
lawmakers last week sent Defense Secretary Leon Panetta a 
letter questioning the request and refusing to grant it until they 
receive more information. 

The subcommittee’s bill also includes security spending 
reductions as directed in the 2011 Budget Control Act, 
proposing 475 reductions to programs in the budget request 
“due to program terminations or delays, changes to policies or 
programs since submission of the budget in February 2012, 
inadequate justifications, or corrections to poor fiscal 
discipline in the Defense Department,” the summary stated. 

The Senate Appropriations Committee will consider the 
Defense spending bill on Thursday. 

Return to Index 



 18

18. DoD 0-For-4 In Congress On Tricare Fee Hikes 
(NAVY TIMES 31 JUL 12) ... Rick Maze 

More Tricare fee increases were rejected Tuesday by the 
Senate defense appropriations subcommittee, the fourth and 
final panel with a hand in the defense budget to reject the 
Defense Department’s plans to shift more health care expenses 
to beneficiaries. 

The 2013 defense spending bill approved by the panel 
includes a 1.7 percent basic pay increase that would take effect 
on Jan. 1. This is the same amount approved by the other three 
congressional panels that have a say in shaping the annual 
defense budget. 

Rejecting the Tricare fee increases required the panel to 
add $273 million to the $32 billion defense health care 
account to make up for the loss of anticipated revenue that 
DoD would have realized had its Tricare plan been approved. 

The House and Senate armed services committees are 
responsible for the annual defense authorization bill, which 
sets policy and includes permission for any pay increase. The 
House and Senate defense appropriations subcommittees are 
responsible for appropriations bills that provide funds for 
authorized programs. 

Chaired by Sen. Daniel Inouye, D-Hawaii, a World War 
II veteran and Medal of Honor recipient, the Senate 
subcommittee traditionally is the last of the four military 
panels to unveil its proposals, a role the panel has long felt 
gives it extra influence. 

This year, however, the Defense Department 
Appropriations Act of 2013 passed by the panel on Tuesday 
leaves some major questions unresolved, including how much 
to spend on defense next year. 

Inouye’s bill includes $604.5 billion in the fiscal year that 
will begin Oct. 1, an amount just $100 million less than the 
Obama administration requested — but $3.1 billion less than 
the House version of the defense funding bill. 

The top line isn’t the only difference. The House bill 
includes $518 billion in the base defense budget and $87.2 
billion in separate funding for overseas contingencies. The 
Senate bill, however, provides a base budget of $511.2 billion 
and a contingency fund of $93.3 billion. 

Because contingency funds do not count against federal 
discretionary spending caps, action by Inouye’s panel creates a 
$7 billion discretionary spending surplus that could be spent 
on non-defense programs. 

Although the four key panels have now spoken, final 
decisions have not been made. The House of Representatives 
has passed its version of the defense authorization and 
appropriations bills, but the Senate has not and has no plans to 
take up these measures until after the August congressional 
recess and the Democratic and Republican national 
conventions. 
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19. ONR Ranks Fourth In Federal Survey For Workplace Innovation 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 31 JUL 12) ... Grace Jean, Office of Naval Research 

ARLINGTON, Va. -- New analysis of data from a federal 
employee survey shows that the Office of Naval Research 
(ONR) placed fourth for innovation in the workplace out of 
228 agency peers in a report by Partnership for Public Service, 
officials announced July 31. 

For its latest report, "Achieving a Culture of Innovation," 
the Partnership for Public Service and Deloitte examined data 
taken from the Office of Personnel Management's 2011 
Federal Employee Viewpoint Survey to learn how the 
government and its workforce is responding to the need for 
change driven by budgetary constraints. 

"As a research organization that develops and sponsors 
science and technology for the Department of the Navy, we 
have long recognized that our people are our most important 
asset," said ONR's Director of Innovation Dr. Lawrence 
Schuette. "We strive to foster a culture of innovation. This 
survey shows that ONR employees feel empowered to 
innovate for the Navy and Marine Corps and is a critical 
measure of our organizational strength. We're very pleased to 
see our employees rank us among the very best research 
organizations in the United States." 

Based upon survey responses, the report categorized large 
and small agencies, and their subcomponent offices and 
departments, into rankings to show which ones stand as the 
most innovative government organizations. 

ONR's innovation score of 76.6 was an increase over the 
previous year's tally in the "Agency Subcomponent" rankings, 
placing the organization just behind NASA's Lyndon B. 
Johnson Space Center and the first-place tie between John C. 
Stennis Space Center and Goddard Space Flight Center. 

"We'll analyze the results more closely to see what we 
need to do to be number one," said Schuette. 

In the "Large Agency" category, the Department of the 
Navy ranked eighth out of 34 agencies with an innovation 
score of 65.6. 

The Partnership for Public Service is a nonprofit 
organization whose mission is to help improve the federal 
government through outreach and research efforts. It publishes 
the annual "Best Places to Work in the Federal Government" 
survey. In last year's "Best Places to Work" survey, ONR 
ranked 29th out of 240 organizations-ahead of its Navy peers 
in the agency subcomponents category. 
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20. Got Innovation? Share It With Office Of Naval Research Decision Makers 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 31 JUL 12) ... Katherine H. Crawford, Office of Naval Research 

ARLINGTON, Va. -- Beginning July 31, the Office of 
Naval Research (ONR) will be accepting ideas and pitches for 
technology projects and displays for the 2012 Naval Science 
and Technology (S&T) Partnership Conference. 

Registered attendees now can request one-on-one Pitch a 
Principal meetings with ONR decision makers to discuss 
concepts for collaboration and technology development. 

To participate, interested presenters must complete an 
online form located on the conference website by Sept. 14. 
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Submissions only will be accepted online, and all applicants 
will be notified by Sept. 28 with the status of their 
submissions. Those with accepted abstracts will be contacted 
to schedule in-person meetings with a relevant ONR principal. 

Pitch a Principal is a signature event at the biennial 
conference. The meetings provide an opportunity for members 
of outside organizations to speak candidly and privately with 
ONR subject matter experts and research portfolio managers 
about S&T initiatives. 

Requests should be centered on one of the conference's 
nine topical areas: autonomy and unmanned systems; assure 
access to maritime battle space; information dominance; 
expeditionary and irregular warfare; power projection and 
integrated defense; platform design and survivability; power 
and energy; warfighter performance; and total ownership cost. 

Each pitch will be reviewed by ONR program officers. 
Submitted abstracts with the most merit, best chance of 
success or closest alignment with ONR objectives and current 
initiatives will be selected for follow up. 

Additionally, attendees can submit concepts for display at 
the conference's poster session. Submissions must be made 
online by Sept. 14, and all applicants will be contacted 
regarding their requests by Sept. 28. Those that are accepted 
will be invited to showcase their posters in the exhibit hall on 
the evening of Oct. 22. 

ONR provides the science and technology necessary to 
maintain the Navy and Marine Corps' technological 
advantage. Through its affiliates, ONR is a leader in science 
and technology with engagement in 50 states, 30 countries, 
1,035 institutions of higher learning and more than 900 
industry partners. ONR employs approximately 1,065 people, 
comprising uniformed, civilian and contract personnel, with 
additional employees at the Naval Research Lab in 
Washington, D.C. 

To register for the event-which will be held Oct. 22-24 at 
the Hyatt Regency Crystal City in Arlington, Va.-and sign up 
for the Pitch a Principal and poster sessions, visit 
http://www.onr.navy.mil/en/Conference-Event-ONR/science-
technology-partnership.aspx. 
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21. 2012 Submarine League Award Winners Announced 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 31 JUL 12) ... Lt. Cmdr. Jennifer Cragg, Commander, Submarine Group 2 Public Affairs 

GROTON, Conn. -- The winners of the coveted 2012 
Submarine League Awards were announced in a naval 
message July 27, of which two commands assigned to 
Commander, Submarine Group 2 were chosen based on their 
exceptional performance and achievements. 

The Rear Admiral Jack N. Darby Award for Inspirational 
Leadership and Excellence of Command was awarded to 
Cmdr. J. Carl Hartsfield, commanding officer, USS Newport 
News (SSN 750) and the Master Chief Frank A. Lister Award 
for Exceptional Leadership and Motivation while serving as 
the Chief of the Boat, was awarded to Master Chief 
Electronics Technician (SS) Eric J. Murphy, chief of the boat, 
USS New Mexico (SSN 779). 

The Rear Admiral Jack N. Darby Award was established 
in 1986 and is presented to a submarine commanding officer 
who displayed exceptional leadership while in command. The 
Naval Submarine League established the award to honor the 
dynamic and inspirational attributes of Darby. Throughout his 
naval career, Darby instilled a sense of purpose and dedication 
to excellence in all who served with him. His devotion to duty, 
his uncompromised integrity, and his exemplary personal 
manner epitomizes the qualities one identifies with the term 
"command presence.” 

Hartsfield reflected on the recent announcement of 
winning the Rear Admiral Jack N. Darby Award. 

"I am honored to be selected for such a heritage-rich 
award. However, all the credit rests with my talented and 
dedicated crew. I have served with none better," said 
Hartsfield. 

Established in 2000, the Master Chief Frank A. Lister 
Award for Exceptional Leadership and Motivation recognizes 
a submarine chief of the boat who has displayed exceptional 
leadership and motivation of his crew while serving as or has 
recently served as chief of the boat in a submarine during the 
nomination period. 

Lister was selected twice to serve as the Atlantic Fleet 
Submarine Force Master Chief, first in 1975 and then again in 

1979. He was also selected three times, in 1975, 1978 and 
1982, as a finalist for Master Chief Petty Officer of the Navy. 
Lister retired from the Navy in 1982 and became the president 
and CEO, Non-commissioned Officers Association in San 
Antonio, Texas, according to the League's website. 

Murphy, who was told during morning quarters July 30 
that he had won the Master Chief Frank A. Lister Award for 
Exceptional Leadership and Motivation, credited the crew of 
USS New Mexico for winning this esteemed award. 

"This award is a testament of the hard work, dedication 
and commitment of the New Mexico sea warriors," said 
Murphy. "I am honored to serve with a crew of this caliber." 

Murphy who has served as the chief of the boat for three 
years will be transferring soon to his next assignment, Nuclear 
Power Training Unit in Charleston, S.C., where he will 
continue to instill exceptional leadership and motivation in the 
next generation of submariners. 

In addition to Hartsfield's and Murphy's achievements, Lt. 
Cmdr. William J. Hendershot, who was assigned to USS 
Frank Cable (AS 40) when he was nominated for a Submarine 
League Award, won the Vice Admiral Levering Smith Award 
for Submarine Support while he served aboard the submarine 
tender. Hendershot reported to Regional Support Group in 
May 2012, which is located at Naval Submarine Base New 
London, and reflected on winning the award. 

"It came as a surprise since I wasn't aware that I was 
nominated," said Hendershot, who like, Murphy, recognized 
the accomplishments of the Sailors he served with. "The 
accomplishments that were recognized out in Guam, while I 
was the production management assistant, were the direct 
efforts of the repair department and the hard work that they 
have done." 

Established in 1986, the Vice Admiral Levering Smith 
Award for Submarine Support Achievement recognizes 
specific or continuing submarine support actions which have 
most contributed to the furtherance of the spirit or fighting 
mettle of the Submarine Force. Submarine support actions 
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include service in submarine support activities, submarine 
maintenance and training activities, and other such activities 
engaged in direct support of the submarine force, according to 
the League's website. 

Other Submarine League Awards include the Vice 
Admiral Charles A. Lockwood Award for Professional 
Excellence; Rear Admiral Frederick B. Warder Award for 

Outstanding Achievement; and the Vice Admiral J. Guy 
Reynolds Award for Excellence in Submarine Acquisition. 

The winners chosen for the 2012 Submarine League 
Award will be recognized at the 30th Annual Naval 
Submarine League Symposium to be held Oct. 18 in McLean, 
Va. 
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22. 'Joggin' For Frogmen' 5k Run Honors Fallen Troops 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 31 JUL 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Megan Anuci, Naval Special Warfare Public 
Affairs 

SAN DIEGO -- More than 900 runners and volunteers 
converged on San Diego State University (SDSU) July 29, for 
the inaugural Joggin' for Frogmen 5k run, a memorial event 
honoring 31 American warriors who gave their lives in a 
helicopter crash Aug. 6, 2011 in Afghanistan. 

Twenty-two men associated with Naval Special Warfare 
(NSW) forces, including 17 SEALs, were among those killed. 
NSW men were part of a joint and combined team of U.S. 
Army aircrew, U.S. Air Force para-rescue and combat 
controllers and an Afghan security element. 

The event kicked off at 7 a.m., just over a week shy of the 
one year anniversary of the highest number of U.S. forces 
killed during a single event in support of Operation Enduring 
Freedom. Guest speakers included Army Ranger Sean Parnell, 
John Kelsall, father of fallen SEAL Jonas T. Kelsall and ultra 
marathon runner Mike Rouse who all offered memories and 
motivation. 

Rouse ran for 24 hours non-stop prior to the start of event 
in honor of his close friend, Jonas. 

"Those men made the ultimate sacrifice so we could enjoy 
ourselves today," said Rouse. "We didn't do this for ourselves 
or for our own profit, but to those who we want to thank and 
support." 

The main sponsors for the event were the Veterans United 
Foundation, Navy SEAL Foundation, Special Operations 
Warrior Foundation, USO and Navy Federal Credit Union. 

"We raised a lot of money for our foundations and that 
was our main goal," said Trisha Snelgrove, Joggin' for 
Frogmen creator and race director. "This year we ran in honor 
of the 31 heroes and next year we'll run for another group of 
warriors." 

Some participants, like Hospital Corspman 2nd Class 
(FMF) Eugene Lewis, ran to honor fallen best friends. His best 
friend from high school, Special Warfare Operator 3rd Class 
Denis Miranda, was one of nine military personnel killed 
when his helicopter crashed in Zabul Province in Southern 
Afghanistan Sept. 21, 2010. 

"Denis and I grew up together. I buried my best friend 
and now I plan on honoring his memory with running races 
and gaining support for his family and the other fallen heroes," 
said Lewis. "We're going to continue to build his legacy with 
word of mouth and our organization 'Team Denis Miranda.'" 

Volunteers gave their support by cheering on the runners 
and directing them through the course around SDSU. The U.S. 
Navy Parachute Demonstration Team, the Leap Frogs, 
performed an aerial demonstration to conclude the event. 
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FORCE STRUCTURE / PROGRAMS: 
23. The Next Generation Of UAVs 
(FOREIGN POLICY 31 JUL 12) ... John Reed 

In an example of how the next-generation of stealthy 
UAV will be here within the decade, Lockheed Martin has just 
revealed the Sea Ghost, an unmanned Naval strike jet. 

While the vast majority of the world's current fleet of 
combat UAVs aren't much more survivable against modern air 
defenses than a World War I bi-plane, drone technology is set 
to take a giant leap forward in the next decade if all goes 
according to the U.S. Navy's plan to field a fighter-sized, 
stealthy, long-range combat drone by 2018. 

The Navy's Unmanned Carrier-Launched Surveillance 
and Strike (UCLASS) program calls for a fleet of jet-powered 
stealth drones that can do everything from refuel other planes 
to spy on the enemy and even drop bombs on them, all while 
flying autonomously. This means they are supervised by 
humans aboard aircraft carriers or shore installations, but the 
planes will execute the details of their missions -- including 
the incredibly difficult task of landing on an aircraft carrier in 
pitching seas -- on their own. Current UAVs are flown by 
pilots sitting in trailers, which is why the U.S. Air Force 

officially calls them Remotely Piloted Vehicles. (Click here to 
see how UCLASS will fly autonomously and land itself on 
carriers.) 

How is the Navy going to field a brand new class of jet so 
quickly? It's going to base the jets off of existing technology 
that's been developed and proven via programs such as 
Northrop Grumman'sX-47B Unmanned Combat Air Vehicle. 
(The X-47B is actually being used to prove that it is possible 
to operate a stealthy, fighter-sized UAV from an aircraft 
carrier.) 

To that end, Lockheed Martin is developing Sea Ghost as 
its proposal for the UCLASS effort. The jet, shown above, will 
draw on the Bethesda-Md.-based company's experiences 
fielding the mysterious RQ-170 Sentinel stealth UAV (made 
famous for spying on Osama bin Laden as well as crashing 
inside Iran in 2011) and the F-35 Joint Strike Fighter, 
according to a company statement. 

Other than that, Lockheed is pretty mum about the new 
jet. 
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We do know that in addition to being stealthy, 
autonomous and able to quickly swap out payloads of 
weapons, sensors and even air-to-air refueling kits, the Sea 
Ghost will need to be toughened to withstand the strain of 
catapult launches, arrested landings and corrosive, salty ocean 
air. It would also seem likely that this will be a flying wing, 
judging from the image above and the fact that this plane will 
draw on Lockheed's experience with the RQ-170, which is a 
stealthy, jet-powered flying wing. 

The UCLASS concept fits nicely into several post-
Iraq/Afghanistan constructs that the military is focusing on. 

First off, this jet is well suited, in theory anyway, to the 
Pentagon's focus on fielding new weapons capable of traveling 
long distances and penetrating 21st century air defenses. 

This is because nations such as Iran and China have 
figured out how to defend against the U.S. military that awed 
the world in the 1990s during campaigns in the Balkans and 
Middle East. Potential enemies will try to keep U.S. aircraft 
and warships at bay by firing masses of guided missiles 
capable of hitting American air bases the region - and in 
China's case, aircraft carriers - and by fielding advanced 
Russian-designed air defense systems that are able to shoot 
down all but the stealthiest of aircraft. 

UCLASS is stealthy - so that, with the help of electronic 
warfare gear, it has a chance of getting past enemy radars - 

and it can be refueled in flight, giving it fairly unlimited range 
and it's unmanned so that if one is shot down, a U.S. pilot 
won't be endangered. 

The jet also fits into Chief of Naval Operations Adm. 
Jonathan Greenert's call for the sea service to buy relatively 
inexpensive, easy to develop, "trucks" that can be adapted to 
perform a variety of missions instead of complex and 
expensive weapons systems that are designed to perform a 
narrow set of missions. (20th Century examples of the type of 
truck Greenert has in mind are the B-52 bomber and the U-2 
spy plane, both of which have outlasted aircraft built to 
replace them by decades due to their ability to be adapted to 
perform a wide variety of missions over the last fifty years.) 

The Sea Ghost is competing against Boeing's unnamed 
concept jet and General Atomics' - maker of the famous MQ-1 
Predator drone - jet-powered Predator C Avenger. Northrop is 
likely going to offer a version of its X-47B. 

The Air Force is closely monitoring the Navy's progress 
on UCLASS since it too sees the need for a much more 
modern fleet of combat UAVs (it just hasn't found the money 
to stand up its own program, at least not publicly, who knows 
what it operates in addition to the super secret RQ-170 - 
dubbed The Beast of Kandahar after photos emerged of the 
then-unacknowledged aircraft operating out of Kandahar 
airport in Afghanistan several years ago.) 
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24. Navy: E-2 Needs New Radar 
(C4ISR JOURNAL 31 JUL 12) ... Dan P. Taylor 

As troops entered Iraq in 2003 to begin their quest to oust 
Saddam Hussein, they encountered a problem: Despite the 
massive coalition airpower available, the critical connection 
between the troops on the ground and forces in the air was 
missing. 

“The first few days of the Operation Iraqi Freedom 
kickoff, there were just a ton of assets flying: bomb-droppers 
that had ordnance, had fuel, all in limited and varying degrees, 
and ground forces advancing rapidly that needed air support,” 
said Capt. Donald May, a U.S. Navy E-2 Hawkeye pilot and 
the E-2C/D requirements officer at the Pentagon. “There was a 
missing link in connecting what forces on the ground needed 
and what capability [the coalition] had.” 

The E-2Cs were pressed into service over land as a sort of 
headquarters in the sky to link troops to the intelligence, 
surveillance and reconnaissance (ISR) or strike aircraft they 
needed. The E-2s supplemented the Air Force’s E-3 Airborne 
Warning and Control System planes and the E-8 Joint 
Surveillance Target Attack Radar System aircraft, which 
detected and tracked moving ground vehicles. 

“It was the perfect role for the E-2C to jump into,” May 
said. “The power of the plane is in the air crew and the ability 
to command and control, see the battlespace in the full 360 
degrees and get the mission accomplished.” 

But there was a drawback to the E-2Cs. They were 
developed during the Cold War to scan the waters for enemy 
ships and provide sea-based command and control for a strike 
group. Their radars weren’t meant for missions over land, so 
they had a hard time picking out low-flying aircraft and 
missiles from the clutter caused by terrain and buildings. For 
the Navy, the experience with the E-2Cs was vindication of an 

effort then in its early stages to develop a radar that would be 
less susceptible to ground clutter. 

That effort is about to come to fruition. Upgraded 
versions of the E-2Cs, called the E2-D Advanced Hawkeyes, 
are scheduled to begin flying the new radar operationally in 
2014. 

The same year as the run to Baghdad, the Navy awarded 
Northrop Grumman a contract to design the E-2D, and the 
Navy flew the aircraft for the first time in August 2007. The 
Navy accepted the delivery of the first E-2D in July 2010. The 
first test squadron is undergoing initial operational test and 
evaluation, which will wrap up later this year and pave the 
way for large-scale production of the aircraft. 

When the first E-2D crew starts conducting missions as 
early as October 2014, the Navy hopes it will be able to 
improve on what the E-2C does now: patrolling the skies with 
information on what aircraft are available, where they are and 
what ordnance they are carrying. Today, troops who need 
close air support can call the E-2C’s crew through a special 
frequency to let them know, for example, that they’re under 
attack from enemy forces in armored vehicles. The Hawkeye 
crew can then direct the appropriate combat aircraft to assist 
the troops. E-2C air crews played a pivotal role in making sure 
the right data, coordinates, surveillance and other information 
made it to those who needed it and “profoundly turned around 
the whole war,” May said. 

The efforts of the E-2C in overland missions showed the 
Navy just what utility such an aircraft and its crew can 
provide, which is why the service is in the midst of spending 
$17.5 billion on a fleet of 75 E-2D Advanced Hawkeyes that 
will possess radar better equipped for the overland 
environment. While the E-2D will not immediately replace the 
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E-2C, the Navy does plan to phase out the E-2C fleet 
sometime in the 2020s, May said. 

The E-2C proved to be a major asset in Iraq, but the Navy 
hopes the new E-2D radar will do an even better job in the 
highly cluttered overland environment. 

“If we don’t connect the dots, all the bomb-droppers come 
back with all the bombs on their wings,” May said. 

The E-2D’s Lockheed Martin-built APY-9 radar is 
“clutter-agnostic” compared with the mechanical version on 
the E-2C, May said, meaning that it can cut through the 
numerous signatures that show up on radar in overland and 
littoral environments to identify the real threats, primarily in 
the air. While high-flying aircraft are not difficult to track for 
the E-2C in any environment, low-flying aircraft are much 
more difficult to pick up with so much ground-based clutter in 
the field of view of the E-2’s crew. 

The Navy is currently conducting flight tests for the E-
2D. So far, manufacturer Northrop Grumman has built eight of 
them, which are now either in test squadrons or fleet 
replacement squadrons for training purposes. 

Northrop Grumman deferred comment to the Navy. 
The Navy hasn’t shied away from continuing to use the E-

2C in that role in the many years since the initial invasion. 
Although the Navy designed the aircraft to be a blue-water, 
command-and-control asset, commanders in the field have 
used it much more in littoral and overland environments, May 
said. 

Richard Aboulafia, an aviation analyst with the Teal 
Group, said the utility of the E-2 has proven itself a popular 
export product. France, Japan, Mexico, Singapore, Israel, 
Taiwan and Egypt all fly the E-2C, and the United Arab 
Emirates and India have expressed interest in the E-2D. 
Taiwan’s decision to acquire E-2s in 1995 was a particularly 
good one for the nation, Aboulafia said. 

“That’s probably the quietest, least-remarked-upon, but 
greatest advancement to Taiwan’s military,” he said. 

The E-2 has proven that even though it was born out of 
the Cold War era for a blue-water Navy, its capability is 
indispensable for modern navies, he argued. 

“I can’t imagine a carrier battle group or any other kind of 
big Navy presence having much of a chance without it,” 
Aboulafia said. “Look at Britain. Back in the Falklands [War 
in 1982], that would’ve been over in five minutes with E-2s ... 
No matter what you’re doing with the Navy, you need a 
system like this: littorals, power projection in big blue water, 
even peace-keeping, no-fly-zone enforcement. 

“It just goes to show the broad utility of the antique Cold 
War systems you still have with relatively straightforward 
changes to software and hardware,” he continued. “[Today], 
you’re stuck with a lot of counterinsurgency equipment that’s 
useless, but ... big power equipment like [E-2] has very broad 
utility.” 

And despite the recent overland missions, the E-2C still 
gets heavy use in the blue-water zones as well, May said. 

“There is some, but limited, situational awareness until an 
E-2 gets out there with a combination of active and passive 
sensors and communications suites,” May said. “Anything in 
the air or on the surface of the ocean, we communicate back 
via voice and data link. We allow decision-makers to know 
what’s out there.” 

Initially, the Navy will be supplementing — not replacing 
— the E-2C fleet with the E-2Ds. E-2Cs will continue to fly 
missions for a very long time, May said. 

“E-2C will have a role as long as it’s in the fleet,” he said. 
“The E-2D will have a much more prominent role.” 

One capability the E-2D crews will have at their disposal 
is the ability to conduct integrated air missile defense, which 
will make it an effective asset in defending the sea base. 
“That’s an area where E-2D brings out its capabilities in the 
fullest sense,” May said. 

The aircraft will look nearly identical to the E-2C from 
the outside, but the radar will be miles ahead in terms of 
capability and the crew will be able to operate more 
efficiently, he added. 

“The radar is the No. 1 capability enhancement,” he said. 
“My opinion is that the next-best capability enhancement is 
the crew of five: three naval flight officers running the weapon 
systems in back, and two pilots up front.” 

While the E-2C also has a crew of five, the difference is 
that one of the pilots in an E-2D can operate as a tactical 
fourth operator, taking advantage of a digital glass cockpit to 
switch the display to a tactical one and contribute to the 
mission at hand. 

“When we were up on station, we were usually 
shorthanded in an E-2C,” May said. “Now we’ll have a fourth 
operator, which is huge.” 

The E-2D also will serve as the centerpiece of the 
Cooperative Engagement Capability, a sensor-netting system 
that allows ships and aircraft in a strike fighter group to pool 
their collective radar and sensor data together to create a 
detailed picture of the environment around them, sharing this 
information through secure frequencies. The Navy awarded 
Northrop Grumman an $8.8 million contract modification on 
April 24 for AN/SPQ-9B CEC interface kits and antenna 
group upgrade kits. 

“It allows a vastly different set of options to disperse the 
forces by using the Cooperative Engagement Capability,” May 
said. “It allows a dispersion of forces and use of other tactics 
against the more stressing threats out there. The latest E-2C 
variants can and do use it, but [crews] will be able to fully use 
it once E-2D is there because its sensor will contribute in a 
much more profound way.” 

Naval Air Systems Command said in a May 4 statement 
provided by spokeswoman Marcia Hart that the capability was 
progressing on schedule. 

“Collaboration across program offices and with industry 
partners has resulted in an aggressive schedule to complete 
successful integration of the CEC system into the E-2D 
aircraft,” the statement reads. 

NAVAIR said CEC will allow sensor data to not only 
flow freely between assets, but also extend the range at which 
a ship can engage hostile missiles to well beyond its own radar 
horizon. 

“This provides CEC-equipped ships in the battle group 
the opportunity to significantly improve their ability to engage 
challenging threat missiles by giving each ship a common, 
accurate picture,” NAVAIR stated. 

Four E-2D Advanced Hawkeyes are undergoing initial 
operational test and evaluation as part of Air Test and 
Evaluation Squadron One. The evaluation should wrap up in 
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the fourth quarter of this fiscal year, according to the 
NAVAIR statement. 

The most significant concern for the program has been its 
radar, which will be electronically scanning rather than 
mechanical, and has been less reliable than hoped in testing. 
E-2D is reporting an improved reliability rate of 71 hours for 
the radar, but that figure is still short of the 81 hours required 
prior to a full-rate production decision, which the program 
expects to achieve by December, according to a March report 
by the Government Accountability Office’s annual assessment 
of major projects. Prior to the start of the test and evaluation in 
February, program experts and aircrew from test and 

evaluation squadrons flew two E-2D aircraft at Naval Air 
Station Patuxent River in Maryland and Naval Base Ventura 
County in California. They observed radar and mission 
systems performance in both land and maritime environments, 
according to the NAVAIR statement. The E-2D test team 
collected data that will be critical to making the Advanced 
Hawkeye available once it arrives in the fleet. 

However, Teal Group analyst Aboulafia said it shouldn’t 
be a major worry for the program. 

“It’s a major change going from mechanical to an 
electronically scanned radar,” he said. “Will they get it right? 
Sure, they’ll get it right. It’s a matter of time.” 
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25. U.S. Senate Appropriators Recommend $604.5B For Pentagon 
(DEFENSE NEWS 31 JUL 12) ... Kate Brannen 

To meet the Budget Control Act’s caps for defense 
spending, the U.S. Senate Appropriations defense 
subcommittee transferred $5 billion out of the Pentagon’s base 
budget into a separate spending bill for operations in 
Afghanistan. 

The subcommittee recommends $511 billion for DoD’s 
base budget and $93 billion for overseas contingency 
operations (OCO), for a total of $604.5 billion. The Pentagon 
requested $88 billion in OCO funding. 

When asked where the extra OCO money came from, an 
aide to Sen. Daniel Inouye, D-Hawaii, chairman of the Senate 
Appropriations Committee, said the money had been 
transferred from one bill to the other to keep the base budget 
within the budget law’s new spending caps. The Pentagon’s 
contingency funds are exempt from the federal discretionary 
spending caps. 

The panel looked to transfer anything it considered to be 
war-related, she said. 

This is the first of the 2013 defense bills that stays within 
the Budget Control Act’s spending caps, including the 
president’s request. 

Funding for the Pentagon this year is nearly $29 billion 
less than was appropriated in 2012, primarily due to the 
drawdown of forces in Afghanistan, Inouye said. 

The $511 billion does not include military construction or 
nuclear weapons programs managed by the Department of 
Energy, both of which are included in separate appropriations 
bills. 

Within the top line, the Senate panel made several 
adjustments to the Pentagon’s spending request, including 475 
reductions to programs requested in the budget. 

For example, the subcommittee cut $3.8 billion in “prior 
year funds that are excess to defense needs due to program 
terminations, schedule delays or contract savings,” a 
subcommittee statement said. 

The subcommittee endorsed a plan from the Senate 
Armed Services Committee to pause all force structure 
changes proposed by the Air Force until an independent 
national commission can weigh in. 

“The bill directs the use of existing funds for 
procurements of the C-27 Spartan [aircraft] and the RQ-4 
Global Hawk Block 30,” the subcommittee statement reads. 
The Air Force had proposed canceling both programs in its 
2013 budget request. 

The bill would also add $800 million to sustain current 
Air Force structure. 

After making its reductions, the subcommittee redirected 
that money to where it saw shortfalls. 

For example, the subcommittee recommends adding 
advance procurement dollars for an additional Virginia-class 
submarine and an amphibious ship. It also reverses the Navy’s 
proposal to “prematurely retire” seven cruisers and two 
amphibious ships by providing $2.4 billion to keep them 
operating through 2014. 

The bill adds $1 billion to the National Guard and 
Reserve equipment account. 

According to a subcommittee statement, funds were 
added for Army helicopters, including Sikorsky’s UH-60 
Black Hawk and Boeing’s CH-47 Chinook and AH-64 
Apache. 

The bill also increases funds to complete development of 
the Army’s Enhanced Medium Altitude Reconnaissance 
Surveillance System and adds $142 million for high-definition 
video sensors requested by U.S. Special Operations 
Command. 

The subcommittee also recommends adding $194 million 
for additional Patriot PAC-3 missiles. It would increase funds 
to continue Abrams tank production, which the Army has said 
it would like to temporarily stop so that it can fund higher 
priority items. 

The bill would fully fund the requested number of 
Lockheed Martin-built F-35 Joint Strike Fighters, the 
Pentagon’s biggest and most expensive weapon program. 

The subcommittee recommends adding $500 million to 
the Missile Defense Agency, including $211 billion for Iron 
Dome, a rocket-defense system being developed jointly for 
Israel. 

For Afghanistan, the bill would provide $5 billion for the 
Afghanistan Security Forces Fund, $200 million for the 
Commander’s Emergency Response Program and $350 
million for the Afghanistan Infrastructure Fund. 

The full Senate Appropriations Committee plans to mark 
up the bill Aug. 2, when several lawmakers will offer their 
own amendments. 

While the four key committees have now spoken, final 
decisions have not been made. The House of Representatives 
has passed its version of the defense authorization and 
appropriations bills but the Senate has not, with no plans to 
take up these measures until after the August congressional 
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recess and the Democratic and Republican national conventions. 
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26. Senate Panel Approves Defense Bill With Biofuels Funds 
(REUTERS 31 JUL 12) ... Susan Cornwell 

WASHINGTON -- A Senate subcommittee approved 
legislation on Tuesday that continues funding for the 
Pentagon's use of biofuels, a senator said, in a move pushing 
back against critics trying to limit outlays on programs such as 
the Navy's "Great Green Fleet." 

Some biofuels funding was included in a $604 billion 
defense spending bill for fiscal 2013 passed by the Senate's 
defense appropriations subcommittee, the panel's chairman, 
Democratic Senator Daniel Inouye, told reporters. 

"I think we do have funding for that," Inouye said. He did 
not give the amount, and committee aides said they could not 
provide details before Thursday, when the defense spending 
bill goes to the full appropriations committee for a vote. 

A committee summary of the defense bill said it included 
increases in the area of alternative energy but gave no details. 

Critics say that at a time when the U.S. military faces 
significant cuts, there is no room for Pentagon spending on 
testing expensive biofuels even if -- as the Obama 
administration says -- the goal is to curb reliance on foreign 
oil. 

In the recent "Green Fleet" exercise, a group of U.S. 
warships and fighter jets burned an expensive blend of 
biofuels and petroleum. The Navy paid over $26 per gallon for 
biofuel made from renewable sources like algae and chicken 
fat. 

In May, Republican critics of the biofuels plan pushed 
two proposals to limit military spending on biofuels through 
the Senate Armed Services Committee. House Republicans 
have also moved to curb the funding. 

But Tuesday's vote by the defense appropriations 
subcommittee shows the biofuels critics may not have the last 
word in Congress. Biofuels supporters already have said they 
hope to alter the Armed Services committee's changes in 
action on the floor of the Democrat-majority Senate. 

The defense appropriations legislation for fiscal 2013 that 
was approved by the committee also restored some other 
military programs that the Obama administration sought to 
cut. But it still came in $29 billion less than current defense 
spending, primarily due to the drawdown of U.S. troops in 
Afghanistan. 

The legislation provides $511 billion for the Pentagon's 
"base" budget and another $93.3 billion for the war in 
Afghanistan for the fiscal year that begins on October 1. 

It would restore $800 million that the administration had 
sought to cut from the U.S. Air Force. The appropriations 
subcommittee also reversed the Navy's proposal to 
prematurely retire seven cruisers and two amphibious ships, 
the committee summary of the legislation said. 

Senator Richard Shelby, a Republican on the 
subcommittee, said the bill included money for the final year 
of development work on a joint ground-based missile defense 
program with Italy and Germany. 

"This would enable us to meet our obligations with our 
European allies," Shelby said but did not reveal the amount. 

Defense Secretary Leon Panetta had urged lawmakers to 
include $400.9 million for the program, known as the Medium 
Extended Air and Missile Defense System (MEADS) built by 
Lockheed Martin Corp and its partners in Italy and Germany. 
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27. House Panel Preps For Big Sequestration Hearing 
(DEFENSE NEWS 31 JUL 12) ... Rick Maze 

The House Armed Services Committee will grill White 
House and defense officials Aug. 1 in pursuit of more details 
on how sequestration could devastate the military, including 
the potential for cuts in military and civilian personnel. 

The hearing is partly an effort to reduce the uncertainty 
among uniformed and civilian defense workers, contractors 
and the defense industry by disclosing the timing and size of 
the across-the-board budget cuts scheduled to begin Jan. 2 
unless Congress and the White House reach a budget deal. 

In an election year, there is a bit of theater involved as 
well, as the Republican chairman, Rep. Buck McKeon of 
California, is prepared to pepper Deputy Defense Secretary 
Ashton Carter and acting White House Budget Director 
Jeffrey Zients with questions that the two administration 
officials are unlikely to fully answer. 

That would allow McKeon and fellow Republicans to 
continue to blame the Obama administration for not being 
fully prepared for the national security implications of the 
2011 Budget Control Act. 

Under that law, the Defense Department faces a $50 
billion to $57 billion cut in the 2013 defense budget. That 
amounts to a roughly 8 percent reduction if spread across all 

defense programs or a 12 percent cut if the White House uses 
flexibility to shield the military personnel budget. 

When the Defense Department might start cutting would 
make a difference, according to senior committee aides, who 
spoke on the condition of anonymity. It would be slightly less 
painful to begin cutting right away in January so the 
reductions were spread over the remaining nine months of the 
fiscal year than to wait several months before starting to 
reduce spending, aides said. 

Whether military personnel accounts are exempt is also a 
big issue, aides said. 

If personnel programs will be subject to cuts, the armed 
services committee wants to know the impact — whether 
involuntary separations or other means will be used, and what 
kind of advanced notice and planning might be needed to 
force people out of the ranks, according to letters sent in 
advance to the Defense Department and White House. 
Committee members also will want to know if the Defense 
Department plans to freeze or slow recruiting in anticipation 
of cuts. 

Sequestration rules do not allow for cuts in basic pay or 
food and housing allowances. The Defense Department also 
would not change military retired pay calculations or raise 
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Tricare and pharmacy fees without new congressional 
authority. 

But the services could save personnel money in other 
ways, such as reducing or eliminating incentive bonuses and 
special pays. 

If personnel programs are not cut, the committee is 
concerned that deeper reductions required in operations and 
training accounts might hinder efforts to properly train and 
equip service members. They also will ask about the potential 
impact on defense civilian workers and on contractor 
personnel if funds for military personnel are protected from 
cuts. 

McKeon has prepared several questions about contracts 
and contract workers. With thousands of contracts and orders 
in play, the panel wants to find out whether contracts will be 
terminated, reduced or modified, and whether the Defense 
Department plans to request permission to shift money 
between programs to keep some fully funded while others are 
cut even more deeply. 

If there are reductions in the number of items purchased, 
unit prices and parts prices could change, with a likelihood 
that contractors will ask for adjustments. McKeon has asked 
Zients to be prepared to talk about this problem at the hearing. 
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28. OMB Tells Agencies It Will Begin Consulting On Sequester 
(THE HILL 31 JUL 12) ... Jeremy Herb 

One day before the director of the Office of Management 
and Budget (OMB) will testify in Congress Wednesday about 
implementing sequestration, OMB issued guidance to federal 
agencies saying it will begin consulting with them on the 
automatic spending cuts set to take effect in January. 

The memo still said little about specifics — something 
lawmakers in Congress are calling for from the administration 
— reiterating that “the president remains confident Congress 
will act” to reverse sequestration. 

Lawmakers have criticized the Obama administration, and 
specifically OMB and the Pentagon, for not planning for the 
sequester cuts that are five months away. Congress passed a 
law earlier this month that requires the administration to issue 
reports on the impact of the $500 billion in cuts to both 
defense and non-defense spending. 

House Armed Services Chairman Buck McKeon (R-
Calif.) will have acting OMB Director Jeffrey Zients appear 
before the House Armed Services Committee Wednesday, 
where he’s expected to hear complaints from Republicans that 
the Obama administration is ignoring the potential cuts. 

Zients’s memo ahead of the hearing is unlikely to satisfy 
McKeon’s criticisms, as he has said that the cost of 
sequestration must be known now so that contractors and 
others can understand what the impact will be. 

Zients wrote that agencies should continue normal 
spending and operations "since more than 5 months remain for 
Congress to act.” 

The administration had said earlier this year that it was 
not planning for the cuts because it wanted Congress to 
reverse them, but OMB officials have slowly acknowledged 
they are doing some planning. 

Zients told the agencies that OMB would consult with 
them on the sequestration cuts, writing that the agency will 
“be holding discussions on these issues with you and your 
staff over the coming months.” 

Zients said that they would consult on topics including 
application to agency accounts and exemptions from 
sequestration. 

He said that the reporting requirements in the 
congressional bill were unrelated to the implementation of the 
cuts. 
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29. Sequestration Has Defense In The Dark 
Industry dazed by political headache 
(WASHINGTON TIMES 31 JUL 12) ... Susan Crabtree and Stephen Dinan 

Republicans on Tuesday accused the White House of 
trying to “intimidate” defense companies into keeping silent 
about major job losses if automatic military spending cuts take 
effect early next year, after the administration said Monday 
that it would be “inappropriate” for employers to warn 
workers of layoffs. 

Defense industry officials were caught in the middle, 
trying to weigh the requirements of a federal law that says 
they must give employees 60 days’ notice before major layoffs 
versus the Labor Department, which said Monday that it 
doesn’t believe the law applies in this case. 

“The stakes are very high and there are still questions on 
everyone’s minds. Is this [Labor Department guidance] 
definitive? Is this something we can now take without fear of 
judicial contradiction? I don’t think the answer to that is yes. 
There are still too many questions,” one industry official said 
on the condition of anonymity. 

The automatic defense cuts, which are looming because a 
deficit supercommittee failed last year to strike a deal, have 

become a major political headache for President Obama and 
Congress. 

In an effort to head off at least some of the pain, the 
White House said Tuesday that military personnel will be 
spared from the cuts — but that means trims will have to be 
deeper for military weapons systems and infrastructure. 

Those cuts could jeopardize tens of thousands of private-
sector jobs, and the 60 days’ notice requirement means 
companies would be alerting their employees of potential 
layoffs just days before voters go to the polls in November. 

Republicans are eager for the warnings, saying it will put 
pressure on Democrats to cancel the cuts. They urged 
businesses to stay the course. 

“I think they should follow the law and do their duty and 
not yield to the intimidation,” Sen. John Cornyn, Texas 
Republican and a member of the Senate Armed Services 
Committee, told reporters. 
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Democrats said the cuts will affect defense and 
nondefense companies, though Republicans have spotlighted 
the military cuts. 

The Labor Department said this week that the cuts are still 
too speculative and that it would be wrong for businesses to 
act too quickly while there’s a chance that the cuts can be 
averted. 

“In the absence of any additional information, potential 
plant closings or layoffs resulting from such contract 
terminations or cutbacks are speculative and unforeseeable,” 
Assistant Labor Secretary Jane Oates wrote in a memo. 

The White House didn’t respond to a message seeking 
comment on the flap Tuesday, but its budget office issued 
guidance to federal agencies telling them to continue spending 
normally for now. 

Before the Labor Department memo, defense giants 
EADS and Lockheed Martin seemed inclined to issue 
warnings. But after Monday, spokesmen for both companies 
said they were grappling with what to do. 

Companies want more assurances from the Defense 
Department and the Office of Management and Budget that 
failing to send the layoff notices won’t hurt them down the 
road if an employee files suit against them, and that it won’t 
prevent them from being able to write off certain tax 
deductions if they are later found in violation of the Warn Act, 
which requires the 60 days’ notice. 

Congress last week passed a bill demanding that Mr. 
Obama reveal exactly where he would cut the $110 billion due 
to be slashed Jan. 2, evenly split between defense and 
domestic spending. 

The president hasn’t signed the bill, but if he does, he will 
have 30 days to submit the plan, and it will immediately 
become campaign fodder on both sides. 

On Tuesday, George Allen, a Virginia Republican 
seeking to recapture the Senate seat he lost six years ago, 
visited First Line Technologies in Fairfax County and called 
for Congress to cancel the spending cuts. 

Amit Kapoor, president of the company, said it likely will 
lose employees if the cuts take effect — though he said the 
company is small enough to be exempt from the Warn Act, so 
it won’t send out notices. 

He pleaded with Congress to give businesses some 
certainty. 

“Our biggest problem is that we’re looking to hire. We’re 
in a growth period. This uncertainty is preventing any further 
growth,” he said. 

Republican Sens. John McCain, Lindsey Graham and 
Kelly Ayotte are making stops around the county to highlight 
the potential devastation of the cuts. 

Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid, Nevada Democrat, 
said most Republicans voted for the budget deal that called for 
the automatic spending cuts. He said they will have to be 
willing to raise taxes if they want to head off the cuts. 

“We did this because we knew it would be hard,” Mr. 
Reid said. 

On Wednesday, two top administration officials will 
testify to the House Armed Services Committee about the 
defense cuts and how they could affect national security. 
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BASES / COMMUNITY OUTREACH: 
30. Seafair Fleet Week 
A tradition in Seattle since 1950 
(KIRO CBS SEATTLE 31 JUL 12) 

Seafair Fleet Week offers the public a unique opportunity 
to tour the ships and meet the Sailors who operate them. Ship 
tours will be available daily. 

The Fleet will participate in the Parade of Ships in Elliott 
Bay on Wednesday, Aug. 1 starting at approximately 1:45 
p.m. Ships will be open for public tours Aug. 2-4 from 9:30 
a.m. to 3:30 p.m. and Aug. 5 from noon to 3:30 p.m. Times for 
tours may vary by ship. 

Sailors on board the U.S. Navy amphibious transport dock 
ship USS New Orleans (LPD 18) located at Pier 90, guided-
missile cruiser USS Bunker Hill (CG 52) located at Pier 48 
and guided-missile destroyer USS Halsey (DDG 97) located at 
Pier 66, will be in Seattle for Seafair as part of the annual 
festival's Fleet Week. 

Public tours will be on a first-come basis, during hours of 
operation. Experience the thrill of being aboard a magnificent 
Navy Ship and seeing first hand the inner workings of the 
vessels that patrol international waters protecting our country 
and providing aid, supplies and services to those in need. 
Sailors will be on hand to lead tours and answer questions. 

When arriving for public tours, all visitors will be 
required to present a government-issued photo ID and pass 
through an airport-style security screening checkpoint prior to 
boarding the ships. All visitors are subject to search prior to 
entering the security zone. Visitors are encouraged to bring as 
few items as possible when arriving for their tour, and are 
recommended to wear flat-heeled, closed-toe shoes 

Visitors may be subject to personal search. No bags, 
strollers or wheelchairs will be allowed on board, and there is 
no “holding area” for personal items. Visitors must be 
physically able to maneuver on board the ships and climb 
narrow ladders. 

Seafair Fleet Week Ship Tours 

 Dates: Thursday, August 2 – Sunday, August 5, 2012 

 Location: Seattle Waterfront 

 Times: Thursday – Saturday 9:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.; 
Sunday 12:00 p.m. – 3:30 p.m. 

 Admission: FREE 

 Age Requirement: 8 years of age or older 
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31. Seattle Mariners Host Military Appreciation Night 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 01 AUG 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist Seaman Chris Brown, Navy Public Affairs Support Element 
West Det. Northwest 

SEATTLE -- The Seattle Mariners showed their 
appreciation for service members by hosting military 
appreciation night at Safeco Field, July 31. 

The event was part of Seattle Seafair Fleet week 2012, 
scheduled July 31 through August 6. 

The night kicked off with 75 future Sailors taking the 
field to be honored for their commitment to join the United 
States Navy. 

"It's great to see those kids out there getting ready to take 
the next step and join the Navy," said Laura Holgreen, who 
attended the game. "I'm glad we can let them know how 
important they are to us." 

Navy Band Northwest was then brought onto the field to 
perform the national anthem. 

"It's always been a rewarding experience for military 
musicians to show our presence in the public eye," said 
Musician 2nd Class (SW) Drew Williams, Navy Band 
Northwest. "The Seattle Mariners have always been a great 
outlet for that. We are thrilled to be able to play for them." 

Master Chief Petty Officer of the Navy 
(MCPON)(SS/SW) Rick D. West also attended the game, and 
was cheered on by the crowd as he threw out the game's 
ceremonial first pitch. 

More than 3,000 Sailors, Marines and Coast Guardsmen 
are participating in Seattle Seafair Fleet Week 2012. The 
weeklong celebration of sea services honors men and women 
of the military through public events, including shipboard 
tours, parade of ships and air shows performed by the Navy's 
flight demonstration team, the Blue Angels. 
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32. Pearl Harbor Seen As Possible Site For New Ships 
(HONOLULU STAR-ADVERTISER 31 JUL 12) ... William Cole 

HONOLULU — A new study on U.S. military forces in 
the Pacific recommends placing another three-ship 
amphibious ready group in the region — possibly in Hawaii 
— in addition to the 2,700 extra Marines already moving here. 

The report by the Center for Strategic and International 
Studies, commissioned by the Pentagon, also calls for more 
submarines in Guam and additional ballistic missile defenses 
there and in Japan and possibly South Korea. 

The study released last week includes recommendations 
as well as alternatives that would increase U.S. capabilities in 
the region. Among the latter is the suggestion to add at Pearl 
Harbor an amphibious ready group — consisting of a 
carrierlike amphibious assault ship, a transport dock ship and a 
dock landing ship that together can transport 2,200 Marines, 
helicopters and Osprey tilt-rotor aircraft to trouble spots. 

"There is currently insufficient (amphibious ready group) 
coverage for Marines in the Pacific, particularly when 
compared with assets available for (the Middle East), and this 
gap in the ‘rebalancing' of forces is striking," the center's 
report said. 

Also suggested as ways to increase U.S. sea power are the 
doubling of attack submarines in Guam to six and basing an 
aircraft carrier group in Perth, Australia. 

Asia and the Pacific are becoming the new center of 
gravity for the U.S. military with the Iraq war over and 
Af-ghani-stan winding down. 

Defense Secretary Leon Panetta has said that by 2020 the 
Navy will reposition its forces from today's 50-50 split in the 
Pacific and Atlantic to a 60-40 split favoring the Pacific. 

Three U.S. senators — Carl Levin, D-Mich.; John 
McCain, R-Ariz.; and Jim Webb, D-Va. — pushed for the 
independent strategic review the center conducted as the 
expected cost of relocating nearly 9,000 Marines from 
Okinawa to Guam, along with other Okinawa relocations, 
ballooned to an estimated $29.1 billion. 

The Guam plan has since been revised, and the Marine 
Corps realignment now envisions an $8.6 billion effort, 
removing about 9,000 Marines from Okinawa and 

redistributing them among Guam, Hawaii and Australia, 
according to the report. 

The report says 2,700 Marines will be shifted to an 
undetermined location in Hawaii, 2,500 Marines will be sent 
to Australia and of 4,700 Marines now expected to be in 
Guam, 1,500 would be permanently stationed there and 3,200 
would be on temporary rotations. 

Kaneohe Bay Marines recently resumed so-called Unit 
Deployment Program tours to Okinawa, and some have been 
sent to Australia. The Guam plan raises the possibility that 
Hawaii Marines could deploy there temporarily as well. 

The Pentagon was not able to provide comment Monday 
by the Star-Advertiser's deadline. 

Also still unclear is where the additional 2,700 Marines 
would be housed. Pearl City Peninsula and the old Barbers 
Point Naval Air Station are being considered. 

"These troop movements are being made with the greatest 
concern for our current and future defense posture while 
understanding the unique needs of Hawaii's community," U.S. 
Sen. Daniel Ino-uye said in a statement. "The appropriate 
steps are being taken to provide adequate housing for the 
Marines and their families. Final decisions about logistics and 
location are still being discussed by the military and the 
Department of Defense. It would be inappropriate for me to 
comment until all the details are worked out, but I am 
confident the community will welcome these Marines and 
their families with aloha." 

The center said it found a "strong consensus" within the 
Defense Department to re-balance forces toward Asia and the 
Pacific, but it also found "no durable operational framework 
guiding the specific efforts toward that goal." 

The Pentagon has not "adequately articulated the strategy 
behind its force planning, nor aligned the strategy with 
resources in a way that reflects current budget realities," the 
study said. 

Current U.S. force posture is heavily tilted toward 
Northeast Asia, including South Korea and Japan, where it 
"focuses properly" on deterring threats of conflict on the 
Korean Peninsula, off Japan and in the Taiwan Strait. 
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"However, as evidenced by recent Chinese activities in 
the South China Sea and throughout the Pacific islands, the 
stakes are growing fastest in South and Southeast Asia," the 
report said. 

To be successful, a U.S. strategic re-balancing needs to do 
more in those areas, the report said. 

Some of the Marines in Okinawa would evolve into four 
Marine Air Ground Task Forces to be located in Okinawa, 
Hawaii, Guam and Australia, according to the study. 

The center advises moving an amphibious ready group to 
the region from the Atlantic to bolster such a group already in 

Japan and working in support of the III Marine Expeditionary 
Force. But its recommendation is only to move the ship 
grouping to the "Pacific theater." 

In a list of "increased posture" possibilities, the center 
specifically suggests adding the group to Pearl Harbor. Costs 
associated with an expansion of U.S. force posture make some 
of the suggested additions unlikely, but deploying a second 
amphibious ready group to the region is less costly and 
deserves merit, the report said. 

View CSIS Report 
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33. NAVFAC Hawaii Adds 36 Electric Vehicles To JBPHH Inventory 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 31 JUL 12) ... Thomas Obungen, Naval Facilities Engineering Command Hawaii 

Pearl Harbor -- Naval Facilities Engineering Command 
(NAVFAC) Hawaii, Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam's 
(JBPHH) installation transportation manager, officially added 
36 electric Slow-Moving Vehicles (SMVs) to its inventory, 
July 30. 

"These SMVs offer a safer and smarter alternative to the 
smaller, outdated neighborhood electric vehicles that have 
been in use for the past 10 years," said Capt. John Coronado, 
NAVFAC Hawaii commanding officer. "A range of 40 miles 
and maximum speed of 25 mph make them perfect for 
commuting in and around JBPHH, transporting people, tools, 
and supplies to keep our fleet ready." 

The models, manufactured by Vantage Vehicle 
International, Inc., include two- and four-passenger trucks and 
cargo vans and have virtually the same capability as full-size 

automobiles. They also have hard doors, windshield wipers, 
air conditioning/heat, radio, and instrument gauges, which 
other SMVs do not. Vantage SMVs use conventional 110-volt 
charging cables; however, each one is also equipped with a 
roof-mounted solar panel to reduce time and resources at the 
charging station, while extending battery life and usage. 

Distribution of the new vehicles will first be to commands 
that already have SMVs and power stations in place. 
NAVFAC Hawaii plans to purchase more vehicles in the 
future to keep up with the president's fossil fuel reduction 
mandate. 

In addition, new charging stations supplemented by 
photovoltaic systems on their roofs are on track for installation 
at NAVFAC Hawaii's main transportation compound off USS 
Russell Avenue within the next year. 
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34. TSC San Diego Focuses On Energy Conservation 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 31 JUL 12) ... Lt. Emily Castro, Training Support Center San Diego Public Affairs 

SAN DIEGO -- Training Support Center (TSC) San 
Diego, installed its 97th energy saver motion sensor July 31. 

Sonar Technician 1st Class Jimmy Combs, TSC San 
Diego's energy conservation manager oversees the project and 
is responsible for locating areas that need motion sensors and 
ensuring new ones are installed. 

"These sensors alone have saved us $25,000 and reduced 
energy costs by 17 percent for fiscal year 2011. The motion 
sensors turn off room lighting based on the movement in the 
room, applying the last man rule to a room's lighting even if 
the occupants forget," said Combs. "The sensors also allow the 
building monitor to focus on more important matters other 
than lighting when securing the building for the day." 

The learning support center began installing the sensors in 
August 2011 to comply with a 2007 executive order to reduce 
energy. The install project supports Naval Base San Diego's 
(NBSD) commitment to reduce energy 30 percent by 2015. 

TSC San Diego, however, had already started reducing its use 
of energy as early as 2003. 

"TSC continues to lead NBSD's tenant commands in its 
commitment to changing behavior in regards to effective 
energy conservation measures," said Jeffery Jacobson, 
NBSD's resource efficiency manger. "Classrooms are dark 
when unoccupied, computers are off when not in use, and all 
unnecessary equipment is secured. TSC leadership should be 
very proud of the efforts by all personnel who are reducing 
energy." 

"It's important to cut costs and especially cut wastes 
wherever possible. This will ensure that more funds will be 
able to support our forces that are deployed," said Combs. 

TSC San Diego includes three geographically separate 
service support centers that support 15 independent learning 
sites within the San Diego region. The command supports 
both surface Navy and aviation schools and averages 60,000 
students per year. 
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35. South Korean Interns Explore Navy's Recruit Training Command 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 31 JUL 12) ... Scott A. Thornbloom, Naval Service Training Command Public Affairs 

GREAT LAKES -- Naval Service Training Command 
(NSTC) hosted seven interns from the Republic of Korea 
(ROK) Parliament aboard Naval Station Great Lakes, July 30. 

The visit was part of an annual cultural exchange between 
college student interns from the ROK Parliament and the 
United States Congress. 

"We hope the interns see the friendship between our two 
countries and the long history the United States has with South 
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Korea," said Eric Miller, senior district representative for Rep. 
Robert J. Dold, of Illinois, who was sponsoring the group 
while on board the naval station. 

"The visit also gives them an opportunity to see first hand 
the military that has been defending South Korea since the 
Korean War." 

The group started their tour at the Navy's only boot camp, 
Recruit Training Command (RTC). They were shown where 
recruits live, workout and train. 

"The technology is very impressive especially with the 
ship simulator," said Jung Min Kang, 23, an intern and student 
at Yonsei University in Seoul. "The smells and scenarios on 
the ship seemed to provide good quality training and 
education." 

The ship and scenarios Kang was talking about is on USS 
Trayer (BST 21), the Navy's largest simulator, a 210-foot-long 
Arleigh Burke-class destroyer mockup where recruits go 
through Battle Stations, a grueling 12-hour culmination of 
basic training and the last evolution recruits accomplish before 
they graduate. 

Trayer presented the interns a chance to experience the 
sites, sounds and smells by using the latest in simulation 
technology with video screens, piped-in smells, large stereo 
woofer-created vibrations and shipboard sound effects from 
helicopters to missile hits. They also got to see some of the 17 
shipboard scenarios the recruits undergo during battle stations. 

These scenarios include finding and putting out a 
compartment fire, controlling flooding and finding injured 
crew members in a mass casualty evolution. 

"It was a very interesting experience for me," said intern 
Kyu Do Lee, who served with the U. S. Army in South Korea 
before becoming an intern in his country's parliament. "I knew 
some things about the U.S. Army, but this was my first 
experience seeing the Navy and the training Sailors go 
through." 

The group also visited the USS Missouri Small Arms 
Marksmanship Trainer (SAMT) on board RTC. While there 
they had the opportunity to see how recruits learn to handle 
and fire the Navy's standard issue M9 Berreta pistol and the 
Mossberg 500 12-gauge shotgun. SAMT uses red laser lights 
and pneumatic air to simulate the firing and hits on a computer 
target. They also visited the Freedom Hall Physical Fitness 
Trainer to see how recruits perform their Physical Fitness 
Assessment (PFA). They also visited USS Triton a recruit 
barracks, or ship, to see where recruits live, study and eat. 

"I was surprised how young Americans volunteer to join 
the Navy and the quality of training they go through here," 
Kang said. "In Korea, military training is mandatory for all the 
young people. Here there seems to by a systematic approach to 
the military training but at the same time allow them to 
educate themselves and work on degrees. This was very 
impressive to see." 

Following their time on board RTC, the interns were 
taken to Training Support Center (TSC) to view more 
specialized training for the particular job a Sailor does in the 
Navy. They visited the Operations Specialist/Quartermaster 
(OS/QM) A School and USS Whitehat line-handling trainer 
for future Boatswain Mates. 

At OS/QM school the interns observed students learning 
how to read and operate computer systems that track objects 
and targets. They also were shown that the Navy still teaches 

navigation and reading of charts that has been part of the Navy 
since its birth in 1775. 

"Seeing how the Navy teaches how to use navigational 
maps and computer navigation with the Voyage Management 
System (VMS) was very interesting. It was like combining old 
ways with new ways," said Lee. 

"I also liked watching the Sailors learn how to handle ship 
mooring lines on USS Whitehat. It was like watching a dance. 
The teamwork of all the Sailors was very impressive." 

On Whitehat, a wooden mockup of a ship, the Korean 
interns saw the operation of a deck crane, how ships refuel at 
sea, how Sailors can be transferred from one ship to another 
and how the helm on the bridge works. 

Through the efforts of the U. S. Congress, State 
Department and Meridian International Center, exchanges 
between American students and interns, and those from 
foreign countries has taken place for more than 50 years. 

Meridian is a non-profit organization that promotes 
international understanding through professional exchange, 
educational and arts programs. They work with the U.S. State 
Department and U.S. embassies worldwide to create lasting 
international partnerships through leadership and cultural 
exchanges. Through this partnership, Meridian has conducted 
exchange programs for more than 65,000 foreign professionals 
over the last 50 years and organized cultural exhibitions to 357 
host venues in 44 U.S. states and 55 countries. The exchange 
with the Republic of Korea has been an annual occurrence for 
more than 30 years. 

"We hope that these young professionals will remain 
engaged with their American counterparts who they met in 
Washington," said Andrew Ainsworth, a program associate 
from Meridian escorting the interns across the U.S. "We hope 
they learn about each others country and governmental 
systems, the differences and strengths of each and how we can 
continue our bilateral relationship and in particular the 
strength of our military alliance." 

The Republic of Korean Parliament interns were spending 
10 days in the United States while their U.S. Congressional 
counterparts were doing the same in the Republic of Korea. 
The Korean interns also spent time in Washington, D.C., 
Chicago, an overnight stay on a farm in Geneseo, Ill., and 
ended their trip in Los Angeles before returning to the 
Republic of Korea. 

The mission of NSTC is to transform volunteers into 
naval service professionals. NSTC instills and reinforces 
enduring core values, knowledge and skills to prepare them 
for the fleet 

Recruit Training Command, located on board Naval 
Station Great Lakes, Ill., trains more than 35,000 volunteer 
civilian recruits annually, transforming them into basically 
trained Sailors. 

TSC Great Lakes is one of Naval Station Great Lakes 
largest tenant commands, supporting technical post-recruit 
training and other training in a number of disciplines, in about 
80 different courses of instruction. The five Learning Sites and 
one unit supported by TSC provide approximately 85 percent 
of the Navy's initial surface warfare training. 

The Great Lakes Learning Sites make up the Navy's 
largest technical training operation, with an annual throughput 
of approximately 13,500 students and up to 5,000 students on 
board at any time. Many of the courses offered at the Great 
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Lakes Learning Sites and one unit are also attended by several international military students each year. 
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NEWS OF INTEREST: 
36. Lawmakers Agree To Extend Funding For Six Months 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 01 AUG 12) ... Naftali Bendavid 

WASHINGTON—Republican and Democratic leaders 
said Tuesday that they have agreed to extend current 
government funding levels through the first six months of the 
fiscal year that begins Oct. 1, avoiding the prospect of a 
pitched budget battle shortly before the election. 

The deal gives lawmakers the ability to focus on other 
pressing matters. They must figure out by year's end how to 
deal with $1.2 trillion in automatic spending cuts set to begin 
in January, as well as the expiration of the Bush-era tax cuts 
next year. 

Each party claimed a victory in Tuesday's announcement. 
Republicans had been wary of the political impact of 

waging a government-shutdown battle a month before the 
election. Conservative House members said they would prefer 
to put the budget issues in the hands of what they hope will be 
a Romney administration. 

"I think it's important that we keep the wheels of 
government turning in such a way that we could allow a 
potential new president and a new Congress to get on the same 
page and give this country a new direction," said Rep. Steve 
Womack (R., Ark.). 

Democrats said that Republicans had conceded on 
important policy points. Funding will stay at current levels, 
despite calls by conservatives for cuts, and Republicans agreed 
not to propose "riders," or amendments that have forced 

Democrats into politically difficult votes on issues such as 
abortion. 

Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid (D., Nev.) said the 
deal would let Congress focus on the looming automatic 
spending cuts and Bush tax-cut expiration. 

"This is very good, because we can resolve these issues 
that directly affect the country as soon as the election is over," 
Mr. Reid said. President Barack Obama also praised the 
agreement, calling it a "welcome development." 

Congress leaves Washington for its August recess next 
week, so the House and Senate will vote on the deal in 
September. 

The deal resolves the spending issue for now, setting up 
the funding measure to expire on March 1. That means 
Washington will confront a budget debate shortly after 
Republican Mitt Romney takes office or Mr. Obama begins 
his second term. 

In a broad budget agreement last August, Democrats and 
Republicans agreed to $1.047 trillion in discretionary 
spending for 2013, a figure that excludes formula-driven 
programs such as Social Security and Medicare. 

In March, the GOP-led House approved a budget that set 
the level at $1.028 trillion, setting up a potential showdown 
with Democrats over the cutbacks. 
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37. Bill To Cut Senate Confirmations Gets Final Action 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 31 JUL 12) ... Larry Margasak 

WASHINGTON -- The House gave final congressional 
approval Tuesday to a bill that would save the slow-paced 
Senate some time by eliminating the need for confirming 
nominees to some 170 executive branch jobs and 3,000 
military officer positions. 

The vote for this rare instance of streamlining Senate 
procedures was 261-116. The bill goes to the White House for 
President Barack Obama's signature. 

The bill also establishes a five-year term for the nation's 
census director, to ensure that the position is separated from 
politics and the election-year calendar. In 2010, there was no 
director in place for that year's census until months before the 
count started. In 1990, it was one week before the count. The 
position still would require Senate confirmation. 

At the start of the Obama administration, there were 1,215 
executive branch positions that required Senate confirmation. 
President John F. Kennedy, elected in 1960, had only 286 
positions to fill but the number had jumped to 914 by the end 
of the Clinton administration in January 2001. 

Among positions that will no longer need Senate approval 
are a chief scientist in the Commerce Department, directors of 
the Corporation for National and Community Service, the top 
press spokesmen for the Defense, Treasury and State 
departments, members of the Council of Economic Advisers, 

the commissioner of education statistics, the Homeland 
Security Department's chief medical officer, director of the 
Labor Department's Women's Bureau and members of the 
Mississippi River Commission. 

Rep. Carolyn Maloney, D-N.Y., said the bill would 
streamline "the bureaucracy and red tape that comes with 
requiring the Senate to confirm presidential appointments." 
She said the change would only have an impact on lower level 
positions that a president routinely fills. 

Rep. Jason Chaffetz, R-Utah, said, "The current 
nominations process has grown too cumbersome and too 
complicated, discouraging individuals from seeking 
appointments." He said only 35 of the 100 most needed 
leadership roles were filled in the first 100 days of the Obama 
administration, and 200 days into the administration, only 50 
percent of key national security officials were in place.* 

He called the bill "a common-sense solution that 
preserves the role but unburdens the process" in the Senate. 

Rep. Louie Gohmert, R-Texas, said he opposed the bill 
because Obama bypassed the Senate last January, making 
recess appointments when Republicans insisted the chamber 
had not adjourned. 
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Gohmert said Obama demonstrated "the most disdain for 
Congress and the confirmation process of any president I'm 
aware of." 

The Texas Republican referred to recess appointments of 
Richard Cordray to lead the new Consumer Financial 
Protection Bureau and three members of the National Labor 
Relations Board. The Senate was holding so-called pro-forma 
sessions at the time, when little or no business was conducted. 

The bill had bipartisan support in the Senate, and its four 
main supporters praised the House action: Charles Schumer, 
D-N.Y.; Joe Lieberman, I-Conn.; Susan Collins, R-Maine and 
Lamar Alexander, R-Tenn. 

They said the bill, which passed the Senate last summer, 
would help clear the backlog of stalled presidential 
nominations. 
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38. PTSD App Lets Patients, Doctors Track Progress 
(NAVY TIMES 06 AUG 12) ... Patricia Kime 

A new Defense Department app could improve treatment 
for patients with post-traumatic stress disorder. 

The Prolonged Exposure Coach app, or PE Coach, is 
already available online but will be officially released July 31 
by the National Center for Telehealth and Technology and was 
developed by the Defense and Veterans Affairs departments. 

The app helps psychologists track the progress of patients 
undergoing prolonged exposure therapy while also helping 
patients keep track of assignments, appointments and 
homework. 

The free app should help improve treatment because 
prolonged exposure relies heavily on patient participation 
outside a therapist’s office, said app co-developer Greg Reger, 
a psychologist at Joint Base Lewis-McChord, Wash. 

“The relationship between homework adherence and 
treatment outcome is well-established,” Reger said. “But until 
now, inevitably when I ask patients for their homework, they 
don’t have it. But who can blame them? I hand them two CDs 
to listen to, four sheets of loose-leaf [notebook paper]. It’s 
hard to keep track of.” Prolonged exposure is a type of 
cognitive behavioral therapy in which patients confront their 
trauma with a professional and engage in activities to 
overcome their fear and anxiety. 

Until now, patients and therapists using PE needed to 
maintain weekly paper diaries and charts, and deal with audio 

recordings of sessions. With PE Coach on their iPad, iPhone 
or Android phone, patients can carry their session recordings, 
tap their anxiety levels into an electronic chart, log homework 
and complete assignments. 

The National Center for Telehealth and Technology, 
known as T2, held a soft launch of PE Coach this summer 
with military psychologists and social workers, and was 
scheduled to formally introduce it on iTunes and Google Play 
on July 31. It is already available to the public in both 
locations, although it is meant to be used as a therapy tool for 
eight to 12 PE sessions. 

Former Army Staff Sgt. Brian Sullivan, who lives in 
Hampton, Va., stumbled on a beta version of PE Coach online 
and contacted his VA Medical Center to test it. Now on his 
third session with a therapist, he enjoys the app’s utility. 

“It might not work for everybody, but don’t be afraid to 
try it,” Sullivan said. “You’ll know in the first few sessions 
whether PE is going to work, and whether the app is working 
for you.” PE Coach has been two years in the making. 
Developers are now traveling to military installations to 
introduce it to practitioners. 

“When I brief it to them, their eyes light up,” Reger said. 
“Nothing is a cure-all, but for many, this treatment has been 
extremely effective.” 
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39. Congress Helps Camp Lejeune Families Hurt By Tainted Water 
(MCCLATCHY NEWSPAPERS 01 AUG 12) ... Franco Ordonez 

WASHINGTON — The day after Janey Ensminger 
would have celebrated her 36th birthday, the House of 
Representatives passed a historic bill in her honor that would 
help thousands of sick Marine veterans and their families who 
were exposed to contaminated water at Marine Corps Base 
Camp Lejeune. 

Legislation that has languished for years could soon be on 
the president’s desk after the House followed in the Senate’s 
footsteps and passed the measure under suspension of the rules 
by a voice vote. 

Janey was just 9 when she died of a rare form of 
leukemia. Her family struggled for years to understand how, 
or why, she fell prey to the mysterious illness. 

It was her father, Jerry Ensminger, who helped uncover 
that her daughter was one of as many as a million people who 
were exposed to contaminated drinking water at the Marine 
base near Jacksonville, N.C. 

On Tuesday, the retired Marine said he felt pride for his 
daughter. He explained that a week before Janey’s death, she 

told her aunt that she didn’t want to die. She wanted to live 
longer because she hoped to make a difference in the world. 

“Well, I know she’s watching,” Ensminger said. “And by 
God, she’s made more of a change in this world through her 
death than most people make in their entire lives.” 

Leaders of the House and Senate veterans affairs 
committees called the episode “possibly the worst example of 
water contamination in our nation’s history.” 

The Marine Corps did not immediately respond to a 
request for comment. 

The bill provides health care to sick military personnel 
and their family members provided they’d lived or worked at 
least 30 days on the base from 1957 to 1987. They also must 
have a condition listed within the bill that’s associated with 
exposure to the contaminating chemicals. 

The bill could impact up to 750,000 Marine veterans and 
family members who may have been exposed to drinking 
water that was poisoned with trichloroethylene, 
tetrachloroethylene, benzene and vinyl chloride. Some 
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medical experts have linked the contamination to birth defects, 
childhood leukemia and a variety of other cancers. 

North Carolina lawmakers such as Sens. Richard Burr and 
Kay Hagan, and Rep. Brad Miller have been pushing Congress 
for years to provide care to military families for what they say 
are decades of neglect by the Marines. 

Burr, a Republican, introduced the Senate version of the 
bill. Miller, a Democrat, was the original sponsor of the Janey 
Ensminger Act, which was included in a modified version of 
Burr’s bill that passed in the House. 

“This has been a long time coming,” Miller said. “I’m 
kind of torn between thinking that it should not have been this 
hard and thinking it’s remarkable that it’s happened. I think 
the Marines and the Navy have not behaved well through all 
of this. Their reluctance to admit the water was contaminated, 
and the health effects of the contamination, has been 
shameful.” 

The families have faced decades of secrecy and cover-up 
while many suffered from cancers and other conditions as a 
result of their exposure, Burr said. 

“We owe them nothing less than the care that this bill will 
provide,” he said, “and I am hopeful the president will do the 
right thing for these people by signing this bill into law as 
soon as possible.” 

Ensminger, who led a relentless push to force the Marine 
Corps to atone for the death of his daughter and other sick 
families, said he’s not done yet. The votes are recognition by 
Congress that the families were wronged by the Marines, he 
said. But he said he won’t stop fighting until Marine Corps 
leaders are held accountable for covering up what they knew 
about the contaminated water. 

“The Department of the Navy and the United States 
Marine Corps have to this day refused to release all of the 
information relating to this issue,” he said. 
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40. Congress Sends Veterans Bill To President 
(NAVY TIMES 31 JUL 12) ... Rick Maze 

An omnibus veterans bill chock-full of two years’ 
accumulation of health, benefits, education and administrative 
provisions is on its way to the White House for President 
Obama’s signature. 

The Honoring America’s Veterans and Caring for Camp 
Lejeune Families Act passed the House on July 31 by voice 
vote after passing the Senate on July 18. 

Most of the attention on the bill goes to a provision 
providing VA medical care people who lived or worked at 
Camp Lejeune, N.C., for at least 30 days from Dec. 31, 1956 
through Dec. 31, 1987, who have illnesses or conditions that 
might have been caused by exposure to drinking water found 
to contain cancer-causing carcinogens. Up to 750,000 people 
— veterans and their families — could be eligible for 
Veterans Affairs Department health care and medical services, 
under the landmark provision long-pushed by members of the 
North Carolina congressional delegation. 

Sen. Richard Burr, R-N.C., who was one of the 
negotiators who helped put the final bill together, said the 
treatment for those with health problems related to the 
contaminated water “has been a long time coming, and 
unfortunately, many who were exposed to contaminated water 
at Camp Lejeune over the years have died as a result and are 
not with us to receive the care this bill will provide.” 

“Our hope is that with this help these families can finally 
start to heal from this tragedy,” said Alex Rindler, policy 
associate at the Environmental Working Group, an 
organization that had pushed for the government to take full 
responsibility for treating people exposed to toxic water at the 
base. “Today, we celebrate an America that came together to 
take care of its own, but we are also reminded of those still in 
need of treatment.” 

There are more than 50 other provisions, including a new 
ban on protesting or disrupting military funerals, tighter rules 
for tracking and preventing sexual assaults on VA property, 
waiver of copayments for veterans in rural areas who used 
telehealth or telemedicine to receive Veterans Affairs 
Department care, a requirement that trained service dogs be 
allowed on any VA-controlled property as long as the animal 
was obtained from an accredited source and an expansion of 
rehabilitative service for veterans with traumatic brain 
injuries. 

Rep. Jeff Miller, R-Fla., the House Veterans’ Affairs 
Committee chairman, said that once signed by the president, 
the new law “will make an immediate impact in the lives of 
veterans, their families, and survivors by providing the care 
and support they have earned through their service to our 
nation.” 
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41. Yes, The Air Force Has A Navy 
(NEXTGOV 31 JUL 12) ... Bob Brewin 

The Naval Sea Systems Command has kicked off sea tests 
of the Air Force’s newest ship, the USNS Howard O. 
Lorenzen. 

The $1.7 billion, 534-foot-long vessel is equipped with a 
massive radar system, known as the Cobra Judy Replacement, 
to track foreign ballistic missiles to ensure compliance with 
strategic arms treaties. It will take over missions performed by 
similar missile tracking systems housed on the aging USNS 
Observation Island, which was launched in 1953 and 
converted to its missile tracking role in 1977 after a stint in the 
late 1960s conducting test launches of Navy ballistic missiles. 

At-sea tests began last week off the Florida Coast. They 
will run through September 2013, when the ship will be turned 
over to the Air Force for operations and maintenance, said 
Chris Johnson, a NAVSEA spokesman. The Military Sealift 
Command will operate the Lorenzen with a crew of civilian 
mariners, he said. 

NAVSEA is conducting the sea tests out of Port 
Canaveral, Fla., near the U.S. Air Force Technical 
Applications Center at Patrick Air Force Base, which will 
manage the ship once the tests are completed. 

Raytheon Co. developed the Cobra Judy Replacement 
radar system, which includes X- and S-band phased-array 
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sensors, a common radar suite controller and other related 
mission equipment. It finished installing the radars on the ship 
in October 2011. 

A December 2011 Defense Department acquisition report 
on the Lorenzen said the S-band radar is used as the primary 
search and acquisition sensor and is capable of tracking and 
collecting data on a large number of objects in a multitarget 
complex. The X-band then takes over and provides very high-
resolution data on particular objects of interest, the report said. 

Johnson said details on the capabilities of the Cobra Judy 
Replacement radar system are classified. In 2008, Lt. Gen. 
Henry "Trey" Obering, director of the Missile Defense 
Agency at the time, said similar sea-based X-band radar that 
Raytheon developed could track an object the size of a 

baseball over San Francisco from a location in the Chesapeake 
Bay. 

The Lorenzen has a crew of 88 and a range of 12,000 
nautical miles at a speed of 20 knots. When it finishes its sea 
trials, it will join the 224-foot-long USNS Invincible in the Air 
Force’s missile tracking fleet and the Observation Island will 
be retired. 

The latest ship is named after a Naval Research Lab 
scientist who is considered to be the “Father of Electronic 
Warfare.” In World War II, Lorenzen designed systems to 
defeat German flying bombs, and in the Cold War, he 
developed satellites to intercept signals from radar in the 
former Soviet Union. 
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42. 1 Gold, Several Defeats For Military Olympians 
(NAVY TIMES 31 JUL 12) 

A fast-fingered 23-year-old Sgt. Vincent Hancock 
shattered multiple Olympic records while staking his claim for 
gold at the London Games on Tuesday even as other military 
athletes suffered through the agony of defeat. 

The Fort Benning, Ga.-based Army Marksmanship Unit 
skeet shooter drilled 123 out of 125 targets in his record-
setting qualifier and then a perfect 25 in the finals for another 
record and his spot at the top of the podium. 

His score of 148 broke the Olympic skeet record of 145 
he set en route to his first Olympic gold at the 2008 Games in 
Beijing. 

Hancock’s win also marks the first time an Olympic skeet 
shooter has nailed back-to-back gold medals. 

“To be able to step up on the podium again and get that 
medal hung around my neck and listen to our national anthem 
— there’s no other feeling like it,” he says. “I thank God every 
second of the day for this one and my last one as well.” 

Marine welterweight boxer Sgt. Jamel Herring lost his 
first and only bout to a talented boxer from Kazakhstan whose 
aggressiveness never allowed Herring to fully implement his 
game plan. 

“He got caught up in a slugfest and allowed this man to 
get into a rhythm that we didn’t want him to get into,” said 
Army Staff Sgt. Charles Leverette, an assistant coach for the 
U.S. team. 

Still, Herring kept his head held high. 
“No one likes to lose,” he said shortly after his fight. “I 

loved coming here and putting on the USA uniform for my 
country,” Herring said. “It’s not the end of the world today. 
I’ll stick it out and support my team to the very last man.” 

Herring served in Iraq as a field engineer and watched 
friends and fellow soldiers die. In 2009, he lost his two-
month-old daughter, Ariyanah, to Sudden Infant Death 
Syndrome. 

“I thought about her, my team, my country, the Marine 
Corps — a lot of was going through my head,” he said. “Not a 
lot where I was getting sidetracked. I was going out there to do 
my best for everyone in my heart.” 

Navy Petty Officer 1st Class Sandra Uptagrafft lost sight 
of her target for medal as well, falling short in the 10-meter air 
pistol event Monday, but will get another shot Wednesday 
when she competes sport pistol event. 

Army air pistol shooter Sgt. 1st Class Daryl Szarenski 
suffered a similar fate in the opening day of competition July 
28, but he’s also got another shot in the free pistol event slated 
for Aug. 5. 

He’s among a squad of other warrior athletes still waiting 
compete in the Games, several of them serious contenders to 
medal, including three Army Greco-Roman wrestlers. 
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OPINION: 
43. The Truth About Military Cuts 
(NEW YORK TIMES 01 AUG 12) ... Editorial 

Republican lawmakers started a fire last year when they 
created a debt-ceiling crisis to force cuts in spending. Now 
that it is beginning to damage their most treasured military 
programs, they are blaming President Obama for not putting it 
out. 

“It’s all the president’s fault” seems to be the theme of a 
tour led by Senator John McCain this week of states with a 
large military presence. Mr. McCain and two other Republican 
senators are scaring town-hall meetings with warnings that 
military bases will be closed and civilian employees will be 
laid off by the thousands. 

Their goal is partly to drum up opposition to the $500 
billion across-the-board defense cut that begins in January, but 
it also is to get voters to blame Mr. Obama for those cuts. To 
do so, they have had to be less than forthright about their role 
in creating one of the worst examples of governance in many 
years. And they are not explaining that the defense cuts are 
hardly the most damaging of the big reductions they helped 
bring about. 

Mr. McCain and his two colleagues, Kelly Ayotte of New 
Hampshire and Lindsey Graham of South Carolina, all 
supported using the threat of a debt default to win ideological 
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goals that they could not achieve through normal legislation. 
Ms. Ayotte said she could not approve a debt-limit increase 
without a cap on all federal spending. Mr. Graham demanded 
cuts to Social Security benefits, including raising the 
retirement age, in exchange for his vote. 

The final deal, negotiated by Republicans and the White 
House, required more than $2 trillion in cuts, far more than 
could have been won without extortion. But Mr. Graham and 
Ms. Ayotte voted no because it also included the possibility of 
defense cuts and left insurance programs like Social Security 
and Medicare largely intact. 

Mr. McCain voted yes, but that has not held him back 
from denouncing the very deal he supported. He called the 
defense cuts “an emergency situation” and said he held the 
president responsible for allowing them to continue. “Facing 
draconian cuts, it seems to me that the president of the United 
States ought to at least be involved in trying to prevent this,” 
he said at a town meeting on Monday in Fayetteville, N.C. 

(This echoes an even more dishonest line from Mitt 
Romney last week that the defense cuts are a direct result of 
“the president’s policies.”) 

Mr. Obama has been very clear about his terms: No deal 
without revenue increases and without addressing the 

domestic half of the sequester that Republicans never seem to 
mention in their denunciations. How many people at the 
meetings knew that the bill supported by Mr. McCain would 
also lead to the layoffs of tens of thousands of teachers, 
closings of national parks, reductions in food inspections, and 
cutbacks at the F.B.I. and the Border Patrol? The overall 
budget deal reduces domestic spending significantly more than 
defense. 

The three Republican senators have proposed closing 
some unspecified tax loopholes and selling federal lands to 
bring in more revenue, but that’s hardly a substitute for 
making the wealthy pay their fair share of income taxes. 
Shouting about the severity of the defense cuts simply 
underscores the cost of their no-tax-increase pledges. 

The Pentagon, which has had a blank check for a decade, 
can easily absorb hundreds of billions in cuts, but using an 
across-the-board cleaver is the wrong way to make them. If 
the senators are serious about averting a problem they helped 
create, they can support negotiating a deficit-reduction 
package that includes tax revenues from the wealthy, or they 
can urge that both sides of the sequester simply be set aside. 

Blaming the president for their own mistake is not a 
solution. 
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44. Pentagon Sends Conflicting Signals On Health Costs 
(BLOOMBERG GOVERNMENT INSIGHT 31 JUL 12) ... Robert Levinson 

The Pentagon has asked to shift $708 million of health-
care funds to other uses because cost growth has slowed and it 
doesn’t need the money. The request is at odds with the 
Pentagon’s previous comments about rising health-care costs. 

Members of the House Armed Services Committee want 
to know why the Pentagon has previously sought higher fees 
from retirees for health care if costs are rising more slowly 
than anticipated and it seems to have more than enough to pay 
its medical bills. 

If Pentagon health-care spending slows or drops, health-
care companies including Humana Inc., TriWest Healthcare 
Alliance Corp., and Health Net Inc. could see revenue decline. 
These companies administer TRICARE, the system that 
provides health care for 9.7 million military personnel, retirees 
and their families in the U.S. The companies received $9.5 
billion in defense contract spending in fiscal 2011 and ranked 
13th, 14th, and 15th among defense contractors in the 
BGOV200 Federal Industry Leaders 2012 list. 

In a July 24 letter to Secretary of Defense Leon Panetta, 
Representative Joe Wilson, Republican of South Carolina and 
chairman of the House Armed Services Subcommittee on 
Personnel, expressed concern over the Pentagon’s request to 
reprogram the $708 million to “higher priorities.” 

Wilson questioned the Defense Department’s request to 
raise fees on retirees when the cost of their care was 
decreasing and said “the reprogramming rationale raises 
serious questions about the department’s ability to accurately 
forecast future healthcare costs.” Wilson’s letter was signed by 
23 other members of the House from both parties. 

Wilson also disclosed details of the Pentagon’s latest cost 
figures. His letter said the Pentagon had a $500 million surplus 

in health-care funding in fiscal 2011. The letter cited Defense 
Department figures indicating that costs for private sector care 
rose only 0.6 percent for active duty personnel in the first six 
months of fiscal 2012 and that private sector costs for all other 
beneficiaries dropped 2.7 percent during the same period. 

Federal agencies must get the approval of the relevant 
congressional oversight committees for some shifts of money 
from their original purpose. 

The Pentagon saw health care differently not long ago. 
In its budget request for fiscal 2013, the military asked for 

authority to raise a variety of fees for military retirees to 
reduce its health-care bill. In its version of the fiscal 2013 
Defense Authorization Act, the House rejected increases in 
most of these costs. 

In January, Panetta explained the request for increased 
fees, saying “we decided that to help control growth of health 
care costs, we are recommending increases in health care fees, 
co-pays and deductibles for retirees.” 

Former Secretary of Defense Robert Gates put health-care 
costs in much starker terms in May of 2010, stating “health-
care costs are eating the Defense Department alive.” 

The Pentagon wasn’t alone in its previous view that 
military health-care costs were rising too fast. 

In a July 11 report, the Congressional Budget Office 
(CBO) estimated that the military would need $4 billion more 
than the $47 billion it was asking for in the fiscal 2013 budget 
for health-care bill. According to the CBO, private sector costs 
rose at 3.2 percent per user per year from 2006 through 2011. 

If costs are growing more slowly or falling in some cases, 
the Pentagon’s estimate of $47 billion for fiscal 2013 may be 
closer to the mark than the CBO’s. 
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45. Navy Launches Great Green Fleet, Powered By Biofuels 
(NATIONAL RESOURCES DEFENSE COUNCIL 31 JUL 12) ... Peter Lehner 

The U.S. Navy launched its Great Green Fleet recently at 
RIMPAC, the world's largest naval exercise, which takes place 
biannually off the coast of Hawaii. Squadrons of F/A-18 
Hornet fighter jets, an SH60-Seahawk helicopter, E-2 
Hawkeye airborne early warning aircraft and other planes took 
off from the deck of the USS Nimitz, all powered by a biofuel 
blend, demonstrating, for the first time, biofuels in action at 
sea. 

“The military has done a lot of things that starts a tidal 
wave throughout our culture, and I think this is one of those 
things,” Lt. Commander Jason Fox, a Hawkeye pilot, told 
Forbes. 

The Navy has been testing biofuels for years, as part of a 
broader military effort to reduce vulnerability to oil prices and 
improve combat capability in general through renewable 
energy and efficiency. Naval Secretary Ray Mabus pointed out 
that the Navy got hit with a billion-dollar energy bill in May 
due to rising oil prices. He told reporters, “We simply have to 
figure out a way to get American made homegrown fuel that is 
stable in price, that is competitive with oil that we can use to 
compete with oil. If we don’t we’re still too vulnerable.” 

The Navy is aiming to get 50 percent of its energy from 
renewable sources by 2020, and biofuels are an important part 
of that plan. However, the Navy's expanded use of biofuels 
could have unintended consequences, depending on what kind 
of biofuels the Navy chooses. Done right, biofuels are a 
sustainable source of energy that can protect the environment 

and reduce carbon pollution without affecting food prices. But 
carelessly produced biofuels can actually increase global 
warming pollution and degrade our forests, soil, and water 
quality, and pose a threat to public health--hardly compatible 
with the military's mission. Moreover, biofuels that degrade 
the land, soil, and water that sustain them will not deliver 
strategically meaningful volumes of alternative fuel for very 
long. 

Working to increase the production of low-carbon, 
responsibly grown biofuels can give us environmental security 
and national security, by providing our military with a 
sustainable supply of domestic fuel, reducing global warming 
pollution, and helping our economy--and our nation--break 
free from the monopoly of oil. The launch of the Great Green 
Fleet demonstrates real leadership on the Navy's part, and 
highlights the key role that the military can play in advancing 
groundbreaking technologies that transform the way we live. 

The military essentially created the semiconductor 
industry, for example, by supporting early R&D and then 
making large purchases that brought down the cost of 
semiconductor manufacturing, eventually making it accessible 
to the broader civilian market. The military can play this 
transformative role again, by supporting biofuel supplies that 
can be replenished and sustained over the long term. That 
means ensuring the Navy's biofuels are responsibly grown, 
low-carbon biofuels that provide maximum benefits for all 
Americans. 
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46. Plugging Leaks The Wrong Way 
(WASHINGTON POST 01 AUG 12) ... David Ignatius 

And the answer is: Of course not. Members of Congress 
and their staffs are entirely exempted from the new rules that 
may require for others more polygraphs, more paperwork and 
the possible loss of pension benefits. White House and other 
executive-branch officials (weren’t they the supposed targets?) 
are also exempt from most of the new rules. 

No, Sen. Dianne Feinstein’s bill does the usual 
congressional thing when there’s a flap involving intelligence 
matters: It whumps on the intelligence agencies themselves. 
That’s where the committee’s jurisdiction lies, so that’s where 
the hammer falls. 

But after 35 years of writing about intelligence matters, I 
want to confide a journalistic secret: Most damaging leaks 
don’t come from U.S. intelligence agencies. They come from 
overseas, or they come from the executive branch, or they 
come, ahem, from Congress. The bill doesn’t address the real 
source of the leaks it seeks to halt. 

It’s worse than that, actually: This bill may chill the 
conversations that now take place between journalists and 
intelligence officials when reporters do receive sensitive 
classified information (from overseas, let’s say) and want to 
know what damage its publication might cause. Those 
exploratory conversations will now have to be logged and 
reported to Congress, as evidence that a leak may be 
imminent. Guess what? This will mean fewer such 
conversations. 

The purpose of this column isn’t to argue that there’s no 
leak problem or to cloak this issue in a Jeffersonian view that 

more disclosure is better than less, even at a cost (though I 
think the Founders were right about that). But even journalists 
would agree that a mind-boggling amount of classified 
information winds up in print (and has for decades) — and 
that potential sources may wonder if the United States can 
keep secrets. In other words, there’s a real issue here, worth 
debating. 

But the Feinstein bill has so many bad provisions that it 
needs another careful look. To wit: 

*The bill creates a cumbersome system whereby the 
executive branch must tell Congress each time it intends to 
make an “authorized” disclosure of previously classified 
information. A practical example was the administration’s 
decision to declassify and disclose some of Osama bin 
Laden’s communications this year. The question is: Why is 
this sort of disclosure a concern of Congress, requiring 
concurrent notification? Surely it falls squarely under the 
president’s Article II powers. 

*The bill suggests extending the polygraph tests now 
given to intelligence personnel “to additional executive branch 
personnel.” That’s a dubious idea if you’re skeptical about 
polygraphs. And note that Congress isn’t included. (In fact, 
the members of Congress who see the most sensitive classified 
information aren’t even given a security check!) 

*The bill includes a “talking head” provision that bans 
any official or contractor who’s had a top security clearance 
from being a paid media commentator for a year after leaving 
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the government. Nobody could give me an example of what 
problem this is supposed to solve. 

*The bill limits media contacts by intelligence agencies to 
the director or deputy, or a designated public affairs officer. 
This is a terrible idea, because it would ban analysts with 
special expertise from giving unclassified briefings to 
journalists. Director of National Intelligence James Clapper 
argued strenuously against this and other aspects of the bill, 
and Feinstein (D-Calif.) is apparently reconsidering. 

*The bill would strip away pension benefits from anyone 
who makes unauthorized disclosures. This provision seems 
pointless because the CIA and other agencies already have 
strict contractual systems enforcing nondisclosure by their 
employees. Probably, as with much else in the bill, the aim is 
simply to frighten government employees. 

*The bill mischievously encourages the attorney general 
to consider changing policies on issuing subpoenas to 
reporters to compel them to reveal sources of leaks. This is a 
bad idea — not just for journalists but for the country. 

Let’s consider, finally, some of the unanticipated 
consequences this legislation would produce: First, it would 
reduce useful contacts between journalists and the government 
about potentially dangerous leaks. Second, it would give 
foreign sources (who can keep shoveling secrets because they 
don’t live in Feinstein’s world) greater leverage over U.S. 
public opinion. 

In other words, the Senate bill would create a 
counterintelligence problem while purporting to solve a leak 
problem. This bill deserves another look. 
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47. Cybersecurity At Risk 
(NEW YORK TIMES 01 AUG 12) 

Relentless assaults on America’s computer networks by 
China and other foreign governments, hackers and criminals 
have created an urgent need for safeguards to protect these 
vital systems. The question now is whether the Senate will 
provide them. Senator John McCain, a Republican of Arizona, 
and the Chamber of Commerce have already exacted 
compromises from sponsors of a reasonably strong bill, and 
are asking for more. Their demands should be resisted and the 
original bill approved by the Senate. 

Officials and experts have warned about cybersecurity 
dangers for years; now the alarms are more insistent. On 
Thursday, Gen. Keith Alexander, the chief of the United 
States Cyber Command and the director of the National 
Security Agency, said intrusions against computers that run 
essential infrastructure increased 17-fold from 2009-11 and 
that it’s only a matter of time before an attack causes physical 
damage. He has also called the loss of industrial information 
and intellectual property through cyberespionage “the greatest 
transfer of wealth in history.” 

American officials say businesses already lose billions of 
dollars annually. Hundreds of major companies, defense 
contractors and government agencies have been affected. 
Attacks on power plants, electric grids, refineries, 
transportation networks and water treatment systems present 
an even greater threat. Last year, there were at least 200 
attempted or successful cyberattacks on those facilities. 

Yet defenses are dangerously thin. On a scale of 1 to 10, 
General Alexander rated preparedness for a large-scale 
cyberattack — shutting down the stock exchange, for instance 

— as “around a 3.” That is why President Obama and others 
have argued for mandatory minimum standards that would 
require companies to share information and harden computer 
protections. 

Bipartisan legislation drafted by Senator Joseph 
Lieberman, a Connecticut independent and the chairman of the 
homeland security committee, and Senator Susan Collins of 
Maine, the ranking Republican member, met that bar. But 
faced with strong opposition from Mr. McCain and the 
business community, the sponsors compromised. Under the 
revised bill, industry will develop the standards for addressing 
threats and compliance will be voluntary. 

This has not satisfied Mr. McCain or the chamber, which 
insists the bill would still be too costly and cumbersome. Last 
year, a survey of more than 9,000 executives in more than 130 
countries by the PricewaterhouseCoopers consulting firm 
found that only 13 percent of those polled had taken adequate 
defensive action against cyberthreats. 

Not all companies share that aversion to the bill. 
Microsoft and Symantec, among others, have supported the 
original Lieberman-Collins legislation. And civil liberties 
groups say their earlier privacy concerns have been addressed. 
It’s time for the endless talk of cyberthreats to be met by 
action. The Lieberman-Collins bill should be voted by the 
Senate this week and then merged with the House version so a 
law can be enacted this year. If not, and a catastrophic 
cyberattack occurs, Americans will be justified in asking why 
their lawmakers, mired in election-year partisanship, failed to 
protect them. 
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48. Iran's New Quest For Nuclear Submarines: Dangerous And Needless 
(CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR 31 JUL 12) ... Olli Heinonen 

CAMBRIDGE, Mass. -- After a recent announcement by 
the deputy chief of the Iranian navy that it is considering 
nuclear propulsion for its submarines, actions have proceeded 
swiftly. A bill an Iranian Parliament (Majlis) committee was 
approved, and debate has followed, parallel to the latest round 
of P5+1 talks with Iran in Istanbul, which concluded last 
week. 

The Majlis debate brought to the arena additional aspects 
of the Iranian plans: the use of nuclear propulsion for oil 

tankers and possible use of uranium with higher enrichment. 
There is speculation that nuclear propulsion will be used as a 
bargaining chip to trade away in international talks or as 
(eventual) justification for continuing uranium enrichment and 
get to higher enrichment. Some have raised questions about 
Iran’s proclamations and its actual capacity to develop nuclear 
submarines. 
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Nuclear powered vessels were not mentioned in the paper 
distributed by Iran at the recent Moscow and Istanbul talks. 
(What else is in the pipeline that has not been mentioned?) 

The issue gets more complicated, since non-nuclear-
weapon states are allowed to remove from IAEA safeguards 
nuclear material intended for non-proscribed military use, 
such as fuel for nuclear submarines, under arrangements to be 
agreed with the International Atomic Energy Agency. 

Nuclear-Powered Vessels Around The World 
Since the 1940s, about 500 vessels with nuclear 

propulsion have been built. Most are nuclear powered 
submarines that belong to nuclear-weapons states. The 
majority of nuclear powered vessels at sea are also military, 
such as aircraft carriers. Only a few countries have constructed 
merchant vessels with nuclear reactors. Most of the civilian 
nuclear vessels are in Russia, which uses nuclear-powered 
icebreakers in the Arctic regions. 

Currently Brazil and Argentina are the only non-nuclear-
weapons states with plans to build nuclear-powered 
submarines. Canada had plans in the 1980s to acquire such 
vessels to guard its vast Arctic waterways, but gave them up 
not least for cost reasons. 

Traditionally, fuel for naval reactors uses highly enriched 
uranium to reduce reactor size. For example, American 
submarines use highly enriched uranium fuel of up to 97 
percent enrichment and fuel for Russian icebreakers is 
enriched up to 75 percent. 

There have been some exceptions. Low-enriched uranium 
fuel has been introduced in submarines in France. The 
“caramel” low-enriched uranium fuel used in French 
submarines is known to be around 7.5 percent enriched, which 
enables enrichment and manufacturing at its civilian plants. 
Brazil’s planned nuclear submarine is also expected to use 
low-enriched uranium fuel. Merchant ships such as the USS 
Savannah (U.S.), Otto Hahn (Germany), and Mutsu (Japan) 
used low-enriched uranium fuel, but they no longer exist. 

Nuclear reactors in vessels are also complex, costly, and 
varied. The design of submarine and surface-vessel reactors 
differ from each other. With a few exceptions, naval reactors 
have been pressurized water reactors. Built to withstand a 
rough sea environment, long refueling intervals, and compact 
in size, naval reactors are built to much more rigorous 
standards than other pressurized water reactors. Due to design 
constraints, only one third of the energy produced is used for 
propulsion. The sizes of reactors also vary, the largest being 
200 thermal megawatts and smaller ones about 50 thermal 
megawatts. 

The Case Of Iran 
So what should we be looking out for in the case of Iran? 
If we put aside for a moment the question of if, whether, 

and when Iran will make good on its proclaimed intent, this is 
what it could mean in terms of enrichment for Iran. 

Iran would need to produce approximately 50 kg of 90 
percent highly enriched uranium or 100 kg of 45 percent 

highly enriched uranium to power a small submarine. The 
highly enriched uranium produced under the first scenario is 
equivalent to the amount needed for two nuclear weapons. 

But before that, a land-based test reactor of the same scale 
would need to be constructed. In sum, with those two reactors 
and additional materials needed for testing and manufacturing, 
such a project would require highly enriched uranium amounts 
equal to half a dozen nuclear weapons. 

Should Iran proceed to design and construct a reactor for 
oil tankers or liquid-natural-gas tanker, the power of the 
reactor would be double. The suggested Iranian plan would 
mean the design of two different types of reactors: one for 
submarines and another one for merchant vessels. If we use 
the Canadian and Brazilian experiences as models, such 
projects would likely costs billions of dollars, and will likely 
require foreign assistance and know-how. 

Apart from the required substantial costliness and effort 
poured into such an exercise, an additional problem in 
verification arises. Highly enriched uranium fuel for the naval 
program could be diverted for other purposes. This is also the 
case for low-enriched uranium produced, as it could be 
diverted as plausible feedstock for high enrichment to an 
undeclared/unknown facility. 

The recent Iranian paper distributed in the Istanbul 
technical meetings does not mention naval needs. Yet the 
matter is being taken up at the Majlis, and some statements 
made by Iranian officials point to the direction of Iran using 
highly enriched uranium as a future fuel. The IAEA 
safeguards agreement provides an option to exempt finished 
submarine or other military fuel from safeguards, but fuel for 
the oil tankers or liquid natural gas tankers would remain 
under IAEA control. 

With a nuclear program that has generated international 
concern over its purely peaceful nature, an Iranian move in the 
direction of upping the ante with nuclear powered vessels is 
both dangerous and needless. 

Diplomacy powered with sanctions has brought Iran back 
to the negotiating table with the P5+1. If nuclear-powered 
vessels are being used as leverage, it would likely result in 
even more pressures brought to bear on Iran. If Iran intends to 
develop nuclear-powered submarines, it is difficult to justify, 
with the limited feasibility and greater financial sanctions that 
would result from such a difficult and costly exercise. 

Yet the naval-propulsion-program debate in the Majlis 
could not have come to this stage without a tacit approval of 
the leadership, which means that this may not be just a 
bargaining chip given easily away. 

Olli Heinonen, a senior fellow at Harvard Kennedy 
School’s Belfer Center for Science and International Affairs, 
is a former deputy director general of the International Atomic 
Energy Agency, where he headed its Department of 
Safeguards. 
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TOP STORIES: 
1. Mississippi Set For Commissioning Of Namesake Sub 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 31 MAY 12) ... Jeff Amy 

JACKSON, Miss. -- A nuclear-powered submarine named the USS Mississippi is set to be commissioned this weekend in 
Pascagoula, welcoming it into the U.S. Navy's fleet at a ceremony expected to draw thousands. 

 
2. U.S. Will Lean On Technology As Asia-Pacific Pivot Continues: Panetta 
(DEFENSE NEWS 31 MAY 12) ... Marcus Weisgerber 

ABOARD A U.S. MILITARY AIRCRAFT — The Pentagon needs to develop new equipment that is geared to the Asia-Pacific, a 
vast region that also will likely see an increase in the number of troops based there. 

 
3. Not A Mothership, More Like The Ponce 
(NEWPORT NEWS DAILY PRESS 31 MAY 12) ... Hugh Lessig 

The USS Ponce, refitted as a floating base for helicopters and patrol craft, will deploy Friday to the Middle East, the Navy has 
announced. 

 
4. Hurricane Season Is Here; Have A Plan 
(NAVY LIVE BLOG 31 MAY 12) 

“In the Southeast regions of the United States, it is not a question of ‘if’ a hurricane will strike, but ‘when.’ Having a plan and 
preparing for a hurricane are the keys to survival before, during and after the storm – be informed, have a plan and build a kit.” 

 

CURRENT OPERATIONS: 
5. Pacific Command Stands At Forefront Of Defense Change, Panetta Says 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 31 MAY 12) ... Jim Garamone 

CAMP H.M. SMITH, Hawaii – The personnel at U.S. Pacific Command are at the forefront of changes to American defense 
strategy, Defense Secretary Leon Panetta said here today. 

 
6. USS Mississippi's Commanding Officer Has Overseen Transformations 
(BILOXI SUN (MS) HERALD 31 MAY 12) ... Don Hammack 

ONBOARD THE USS MISSISSIPPI -- Capt. John McGrath commands the U.S. Navy's newest submarine, and Saturday's 
commissioning ceremony officially puts it into service. 

 
7. USS Curts To Leave On Final Deployment 
USS Curts To Conduct Operations Against Drug Traffickers, Criminal Organizations 
(KGTV ABC SAN DIEGO 31 MAY 12) 

SAN DIEGO -- The guided-missile frigate USS Curts will depart San Diego Friday for its final deployment before 
decommissioning, the Navy announced Thursday. 

 
8. Maritime Expeditionary Security Squadron 8 Returns From Six-Month Deployment 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 31 MAR 12) ... Lisa Rama, Naval Station Newport Public Affairs 

NEWPORT, R.I. -- Maritime Expeditionary Security Squadron (MSRON) 8 returned to Naval Station Newport, May 31, 
following a six-month deployment to the United Arab Emirates (UAE), Kuwait, and Bahrain. 

 
9. MSRON 2 Takes Penultimate Step Toward Final Deployment 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 31 MAR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Dustin Q. Diaz, Combat Camera 
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YORKTOWN, Va. -- Sailors from Maritime Expeditionary Security Squadron (MSRON) 2 completed the Unit Level Training 
and Readiness Assessment (ULTRA) at Naval Weapons Station Yorktown - Cheatham Annex May 30. 

 

GLOBAL MARITIME ENVIRONMENT: 
10. Biggest Turnout So Far For Shangri-La Dialogue 
China defence chief to give summit a miss; top issues will include U.S. role in Asia 
(SINGAPORE STRAITS TIMES 01 JUN 12) ... Jermyn Chow 

CHINA is likely to figure prominently in the discussions at the Shangri-La Dialogue opening today, but its Defence Minister 
Liang Guanglie has decided to give the three-day summit a miss. 

 
11. Senate Hawks McCain, Lieberman On Joint Asia Trip 
(THE HILL 31 MAY 12) ... Julian Pecquet 

Sens. John McCain (R-Ariz.) and Joe Lieberman (I-Conn.), kindred spirits on a host of national security issues, are traveling 
together to Southeast Asia to shore up U.S. military relations with the region. 

 
12. Beijing Exhibiting New Assertiveness In South China Sea 
(NEW YORK TIMES 01 JUN 12) ... Jane Perlez 

MANILA — In tropical waters off the coast of the Philippines, a standoff between half a dozen Chinese fishing boats, two 
Chinese law enforcement vessels and an aging Philippine Navy ship recently attracted a lot of attention in Washington, Beijing and 
other capitals across Asia. 

 
13. Underwater Drones A Necessary Luxury For Russian Navy 
(VOICE OF RUSSIA 31 MAY 12) ... Ilya Kramnik 

The rescue vessel “Igor Belousov," currently under construction for the Russian Navy, is going to receive autonomous underwater 
vehicles for rescue operations and deep-sea research. 

 
14. Russian Warship Sails To Baltic Sea For NATO Naval Drills 
(RIA NOVOSTI 01 JUN 12) 

MOSCOW -- The Kaliningrad amphibious assault landing ship from Russia’s Baltic Fleet has set sail for the Baltic Sea to take 
part in the BALTOPS 2012 naval drills on June 1-16, the press service of the Western military district said. 

 
15. Ransom Delays Bring Pleas From Pirate-Held Crew 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 31 MAY 12) 

DUBAI, United Arab Emirates — The families of merchant seamen held by Somali pirates for more than 18 months say the crew 
members are being forced to call home with warnings they could suffer further abuses unless a $2.85 million ransom is paid soon. 

 
16. Iran's Guard Commander Visits Disputed Islands 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 31 MAY 12) ... Nasser Karimi 

The commander of Iran's powerful Revolutionary Guard on Thursday visited three disputed islands in the Gulf that are held by 
Iran but claimed by the United Arab Emirates, Iranian state media said. 

 
17. Jonathan Commissions First Locally-Made Warship Tomorrow 
(LAGOS VANGUARD (NIGERIA) 31 MAY 12) 

LAGOS — History will be made tomorrow when President Goodluck Ebele Jonathan commissions the first locally made 
warship, NNS ANDONI, constructed by Nigerian Navy engineers. 

 
18. International Students Learn Advanced Human Resource Skills 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 31 MAR 12) ... Steve Vanderwerff, Naval Education and Training Command Public Affairs 

PENSACOLA, Fla. -- Military members and one civilian from Turkey, Ukraine, Saudi Arabia and Latvia graduated from the 
international Manpower, Personnel, Training & Education (MPT&E) course May 31. 

 

PERSONNEL: 
19. Sailor Assigned To Naval Base Kitsap Killed In Afghanistan 
(KITSAP (WA) SUN 31 MAY 12) 

BREMERTON — A Sailor assigned to Naval Base Kitsap Security Detachment died Wednesday in Afghanistan. 
 

20. 461 Senior Chiefs Get Bumped Up To E-9 
(NAVY TIMES 31 MAY 12) ... Mark D. Faram 
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It’s better late than never for 461 senior chiefs who’ll be adding a second star to their chief’s anchors. 
 

21. 210 Jobs Veterans Can Get With Year Of Training 
(NAVY TIMES 31 MAY 12) ... Rick Maze 

The Labor Department has identified 210 occupations in which unemployed veterans could find work after as little as one year of 
education and training through the new Veterans Retraining Assistance Program. 

 
22. Chaplain Provides Spiritual Aid On The Fly 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 31 MAY 12) ... Marine Corps Cpl. Isaac Lamberth, 3rd Marine Aircraft Wing 

COMBAT OUTPOST NOW ZAD, Afghanistan, May 31, 2012 – Marines and Sailors have fought alongside each other for more 
than 230 years, with Navy corpsmen, doctors and nurses continuously keeping Marines fit for battle. But for many, spiritual needs are 
another important element of readiness. 

 
23. Federal Workers' Numbers Decline 
Slight drop a huge shift from recent expansion 
(USA TODAY 01 JUN 12) ... Dennis Cauchon 

The federal government has started to trim its workforce, ending several years of explosive and controversial growth that came at 
a time when private companies and state and local governments slashed jobs. 

 
24. Command Master Chief Jailed On Assault Charges 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 01 JUN 12) ... Kate Wiltrout 

Command Master Chief Petty Officer Donald Darcy, formerly the highest-ranking enlisted Sailor aboard the dock landing ship 
Fort McHenry, was sentenced to 60 days in the brig after pleading guilty to assaulting two junior crew members. 

 

FORCE STRUCTURE / PROGRAMS: 
25. New Stealth Sub Is Fully Networked, But Cut Off From the Outside World 
(WIRED 31 MAY 12) ... Spencer Ackerman 

UNDERWAY ON THE USS MISSISSIPPI — Practically every system aboard the Navy’s newest fast attack submarine is state 
of the art. Unlike earlier subs, the USS Mississippi’s control room, a hive of classified software and hardware, places sonar technicians 
and weapons specialists barely five feet apart. The periscope is mostly virtual: fiber optics allow the control room to see the surface 
world, rather than a physical tube running down from the bridge. But for all the advancements aboard the Mississippi, there’s one 
persistent challenge — staying connected to the outside world. 

 
26. Freedom Ready Despite Problems, Navy Says 
(DEFENSE DAILY 01 JUN 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

The USS Freedom (LCS-1), the first of the Littoral Combat Ships, is ready for service and remains on schedule for deployment to 
Singapore next year despite continuing problems with the vessel that require further corrections, the Navy said this week. 

 
27. Navy, Lockheed Labor To Fix LCS; POGO Unconvinced 
(AOL DEFENSE 31 MAY 12) ... Sydney J. Freedberg Jr. 

The Navy declared LCS-1 Freedom "fit for service" yesterday and on track for next year's deployment to Singapore, while lead 
contractor Lockheed Martin says LCS-1's shortfalls are largely fixed in the redesigned LCS-3, Fort Worth -- but watchdog group 
POGO, whose reports have fueled Congressional skepticism, still has its doubts. 

 
28. The Network: Where Hybrid War Meets AirSea Battle 
(AOL DEFENSE 31 MAY 12) ... Sydney J. Freedberg Jr. 

WASHINGTON - In the budget wars between the services, "hybrid threats" and "AirSea Battle" have become rallying buzzwords 
of two opposing camps. 

 
29. U.S. Strategic Battle Guidelines Under Attack 
(FINANCIAL TIMES 01 JUN 12) ... Geoff Dyer 

WASHINGTON -- New U.S. battle guidelines partly designed to counter the military challenge from China are attracting strong 
criticism at home and abroad as unnecessarily provocative of one of America's strongest economic partners. 

 
30. Rep. McKeon Rips Obama, Sen. Reid For Ignoring Sequestration 
(THE HILL 31 MAY 12) ... Jeremy Herb 

House Armed Services Chairman Buck McKeon (R-Calif.) on Thursday ripped into President Obama and Senate Majority Leader 
Harry Reid for failing to try to stop $500 billion in automatic cuts to Defense spending, in his most pointed remarks yet about the 
threat of sequestration. 
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31. Miss. Shipyard Gets $2.38 Billion Navy Contract 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 31 MAY 12) ... Jeff Amy 

The U.S. Navy has awarded a $2.38 billion contract to Huntington Ingalls Industries to build an amphibious assault ship. 
 

32. Lockheed Says Pentagon Paperwork Adds To Overhead Costs 
(REUTERS 31 MAY 12) ... Andrea Shalal-Esa 

WASHINGTON - Lockheed Martin Corp, the biggest U.S. weapons maker, on Thursday pushed back against the Pentagon's 
demands for ever more cost data, saying the requests were adding to the very overhead the government wants to see lowered. 

 

BASES / COMMUNITY OUTREACH: 
33. Discussing The Battle Of Midway 
(KHON FOX HONOLULU 31 MAY 12) 

Capt. Brian Osgood from Pearl Harbor Naval Shipyard joined WakeUp2Day to discuss the significance of the Battle of Midway, 
in advance of the 70th year anniversary. 

 
34. OpSail 2012 Virginia Welcomes Tall Ships to 10 Communities 
(RICHMOND TIMES-DISPATCH 31 MAY 12) ... Holly Prestidge 

For the folks who live in the quiet farming community of Cape Charles on Virginia's Eastern Shore — "Mayberry by the Sea," as 
some locals call it — life is about to get crowded. 

 
35. Blue Angels To Perform At Oceanfront 
Thousands expected to attend air show 
(WAVY NBC NORFOLK 31 MAY 12) 

VIRGINIA BEACH, Va. - The Blue Angels Air Show is this weekend, and this year, it's at Virginia Beach Oceanfront. 
 

36. PCU Mississippi Sailors Volunteer With American Red Cross In Pascagoula 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 31 MAR 12) ... Lt. Cmdr. Jennifer Cragg, Commander, Submarine Group 2 Public Affairs 

PASCAGOULA, Miss. -- Sailors from Pre-Commissioning Unit (PCU) Mississippi (SSN 782) volunteered with the American 
Red Cross in Pascagoula and packed hurricane preparedness materials May 30. 

 
37. Navy Supercomputer Center At Stennis To Greatly Increase Computing Capability 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 01 JUN 12) ... Christine E. Chicchi, Naval Meteorology and Oceanography Command Public Affairs 

STENNIS SPACE CENTER, Miss. -- One of the Defense Department's most powerful supercomputer centers, located at Stennis 
Space Center, Miss., will more than triple its computing power this summer when it adds three new supercomputers. 

 
38. Supervisors Get A Look At What Goes On At NAWCWD 
(RIDGECREST (CA) DAILY INDEPENDENT 31 MAY 12) ... Cheeto Barrera 

RIDGECREST, Calif. — China Lake pulled back its curtain Wednesday, allowing the Kern County Board of Supervisors a 
glimpse of what goes on at one of the largest military test and evaluation facilities in the county. 

 
39. NAS JAX CO Gives State Of The Base 
(WOKV COX RADIO JACKSONVILLE (FL) 31 MAY 12) ... Matt Augustine 

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. — NAS Jacksonville got a chance to unveil some of the projects it's working on this year in the annual 
State of the Base address. 

 
40. Navy Fields Questions On Aircraft Noise Study 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 31 MAY 12) ... Katherine Poythress 

SOUTH COUNTY — Naval Base Coronado has updated its study on aircraft noise and is hosting meetings this week to help 
residents understand its operations in Coronado and Imperial Beach. 

 
41. U.S. Navy Plans Three Times More Sonar Testing, Training 
(CAPE COD (MA) TIMES 31 MAY 12) ... Doug Fraser 

PROVIDENCE — The U.S. Navy says it's doing more than ever to protect marine mammals from potential harm by explosives 
and sonar used in offshore training and testing, despite its plans to boost its use of sonar threefold in the coming years. 
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42. Push Continues For Lejeune Toxic Water Victims 
(JACKSONVILLE (NC) DAILY NEWS 31 MAY 12) ... Amanda Wilcox 

A retired U.S. Marine drill sergeant has started a petition asking the Department of Veterans Affairs and Congress to provide 
medical care to the Camp Lejeune veterans poisoned by cancer-causing chemicals from 1957 to 1987. 

 

NEWS OF INTEREST: 
43. House Passes Veterans Funding Bill 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 31 MAY 12) ... Andrew Taylor 

WASHINGTON — The Republican-controlled House approved legislation Thursday to boost health care spending for veterans 
and provide more money to compensate record numbers of Iraq and Afghanistan war veterans claiming service-related disabilities as 
they return home. 

 
44. Will U.S. Cuts Endanger Training Of Future Leaders? 
(MEDILL NEWS SERVICE 31 MAY 12) ... Andy Matarrese, 

Dwight Eisenhower, George Patton and Chester Nimitz: All were successful World War II military leaders — and alumni of the 
U.S. military’s professional education system. But there are growing concerns that looming budget cuts might hurt the system and, 
ultimately, the quality of the next generation of military leaders. 

 
45. No Hill Consensus On East Coast Missile Site 
(DEFENSE DAILY 01 JUN 12) ... Emelie Rutherford 

As the Pentagon casts a wary eye on a House proposal for a new missile-defense site on the U.S. East Coast, lawmakers are 
giving the plan mixed reviews. 

 
46. Marines Expand Probe Of Urination Video 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 31 MAY 12) ... Robert Burns 

WASHINGTON -- The Marine Corps is investigating other possible misconduct by members of a battalion who drew worldwide 
attention when a video surfaced purporting to show them urinating on Afghan corpses, officials said Thursday. 

 

OPINION: 
47. What Air-Sea Battle Is Not 
(AVIATION WEEK 01 JUN 12) ... Bill Sweetman 

Last month, the U.S. chief of naval operations, Adm. Jonathan Greenert, wrote that his Navy should support the U.S. Air Force’s 
plan to develop a new bomber. This followed the endorsement by his opposite number, USAF Gen. Norton Schwartz, of the Navy’s 
plan for more nuclear attack submarines. 

 
48. “Delicate Dance” For Panetta In China’s Backyard 
(TIME 31 MAY 12) ... Kirk Spitzer 

TOKYO – When U.S. Defense Secretary Leon Panetta arrives in Singapore this week to talk about containing China – and that’s 
really what this trip is all about — he’ll find plenty of support from friends in the region. But that might not make his job any easier. 
Allies old and new will be looking for assurances that America’s “pivot” to the Asia-Pacific region is more than just rhetoric and that 
the U.S. will help them stand up to an increasingly powerful and demanding China. 
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TOP STORIES: 
1. Mississippi Set For Commissioning Of Namesake Sub 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 31 MAY 12) ... Jeff Amy 

JACKSON, Miss. -- A nuclear-powered submarine named 
the USS Mississippi is set to be commissioned this weekend in 
Pascagoula, welcoming it into the U.S. Navy's fleet at a 
ceremony expected to draw thousands. 

Naval vessels are a common sight in the Gulf Coast port 
that hosts one of the nation's largest military shipyards. But 
that hasn't stopped Mississippians from going all-out on plans 
to honor the $2.6 billion attack sub, the fifth Navy vessel since 
1841 to share the name of the Magnolia State. The 
commissioning ceremony is set for 10 a.m. Saturday on the 
Pascagoula River, capping a week of festivities that began 
when the Virginia-class submarine arrived May 25. 

"Placing it in service is a celebration for the crew," said 
Capt. John McGrath, the submarine's commanding officer. 

The 147 crew members have been feted at receptions. 
They've also been taken out for golfing and fishing trips and 
have performed community service since their arrival. 

McGrath said he's particularly looking forward to the 
moment when ship sponsor Allison Stiller, deputy assistant 
secretary of the Navy for ship programs, gives the traditional 
order to "Man our ship and bring her to life." At that point, the 
crew will sprint aboard ship to man the rails as part of a 
hallowed tradition. 

Construction on the 377-foot sub began in 2007. In 2009, 
the first 35 crew members reported to Groton, Conn., where 
the ship was built. The ninth Virginia-class submarine, the 
Mississippi carries torpedoes as well as Tomahawk missiles. It 
can also launch a team of Navy SEALs. 

Unlike previous classes of submarines, the sub doesn't 
have a conventional mechanical periscope, instead relying on 
cameras. That in turn allowed designers to move the 
traditional location of the control room and combine it with 
sonar stations. 

Weighing 7,800 tons, the ship can cruise at nearly 30 
miles an hour when submerged. 

Mark McDonald of Meridian, chairman of the 
commissioning committee, said his group has given out 7,000 
passes to the commissioning ceremony and expects 2,000 
others to watch from the opposite bank of the Pascagoula 
River. 

"The state of Mississippi really loves its military. We're 
really patriotic," said McDonald, a former naval aviator who 
retired as a commander in 2008. Having served as chief 
administrative officer for the city of Meridian and part of 
Mississippi's most active Navy League chapter, McDonald 
was tapped with raising the private money to support activities 
surrounding the commissioning. 

McDonald said Gov. Phil Bryant encouraged him to make 
the commissioning "the signature event of the year for the 
state of Mississippi." 

Private donations, as well as the budget for the event, 
have exceeded a $300,000 target. McDonald said the state's 
defense contractors have been among the largest donors. 

"You'd be surprised how many ordinary Mississippians 
reached in their pockets and gave money," he added. 

The commissioning was originally planned for Gulfport, 
but the ship channel there was too shallow for the sub, 
prompting the move to Pascagoula. 

Among those scheduled to speak Saturday is Navy 
Secretary Ray Mabus, Mississippi's former governor. 

Officials said the sub, after the ceremony and subsequent 
testing, is expected to report back to Groton, where it will be 
based at least until 2014. 

Commissioning Expected To Draw Huge Crowds To 
MS Gulf Coast 

The fifth vessel named Mississippi will be welcomed into 
the U.S. Navy's fleet Saturday. 

Navy ships are as common as shrimp boats in Pascagoula, 
the hometown of one of the nation's largest military shipyards. 

However, this commissioning comes with a twist: It's for 
a nuclear-powered submarine. 

Mississippians plan to go all-out to celebrate their role in 
the development of the $2.6 billion attack sub. 

Since arriving May 25, 147 crew members have been 
feted at receptions, taken golfing and fishing, and performed 
acts of community service. 

The commissioning committee said it has given out 7,000 
passes to the ceremony and expects 2,000 more people to 
watch from the opposite bank of the Pascagoula River. 

Private donations for the events have exceeded $300,000. 
Among those scheduled to speak Saturday is Navy 

Secretary Ray Mabus, Mississippi's former governor 
Broadcast Clip - Commissioning For USS Mississippi 

Saturday 
The master chief for the USS Mississippi spoke with 

Newscenter 11 about anticipation for the sub's 
commissioning ceremony. 

(WTOK ABC MERIDIAN (MS) 31 MAY 12) 
The commissioning ceremony for the Navy's newest 

submarine, the USS Mississippi, is June 2 in Pascagoula. 
The ceremony is being led by the Meridian Area Navy 

League. 
The sub's Master Chief William Stoiber spoke with 

Newscenter 11 Thursday. He said one and all are excited 
about the celebration to come. 

"Even though I've never experienced a commissioning 
ceremony, I did get to experience the christening on board the 
Mississippi, and this far exceeds the christening," said Stoiber. 
"I'm really excited about getting to bring the ship to life right 
here in its namesake's state of Mississippi." 

Stoiber said the reception from Mississippi residents has 
been great. 

"They just express their gratitude for our service to the 
nation, and they're excited about having the ship here to do its 
christening," Stoiber said. 

"They're representing the state of Mississippi, but also, 
they're representing the USS Mississippi. Every member takes 
a lot of pride in the fact that they're on the crew; every 
member takes pride in the job they do, and that they are 
stationed on board the USS Mississippi." 

Newscenter 11 asked Stoiber what he is most looking 
forward to at Saturday's ceremony. 

"The actual point of when the ship is actually brought into 
service by the Secretary of the Navy," said Stoiber. "That's 
going to be a very exciting moment. And following that is 
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when the ship's sponsor brings the ship to life. That's going to 
be an extremely exciting event." 

View Clip (RT: 2:14) 
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2. U.S. Will Lean On Technology As Asia-Pacific Pivot Continues: Panetta 
(DEFENSE NEWS 31 MAY 12) ... Marcus Weisgerber 

ABOARD A U.S. MILITARY AIRCRAFT — The 
Pentagon needs to develop new equipment that is geared to the 
Asia-Pacific, a vast region that also will likely see an increase 
in the number of troops based there. 

DoD also needs to “invest in new technologies that will 
help us build a stronger power projection” in the Pacific 
region, U.S. Defense Secretary Leon Panetta said early June 1 
local time during a briefing with reporters during a flight to 
Singapore. 

Panetta is scheduled to give a major policy speech that 
outline U.S. operations in the Pacific on June 2 at the Shangri-
La Dialogue, a gathering of top-level, regional defense 
officials held annually in the city state. 

Panetta is also scheduled to make stops in Vietnam and 
India during his nine-day trip to the Pacific, a region that DoD 
has placed a greater focus on in a new military strategy 
released in January. 

“The purpose of this trip is to define the new defense 
strategy for the region, particularly the emphasis on the 
rebalancing to the Asia-Pacific region,” he said. “We have a 
strong presence now in the Pacific, but we’ll continue to 
strengthen presence over the next five to 10 years.” 

The United States now has about 330,000 troops in the 
Pacific and “we’re going to continue to strengthen that for the 
future,” Panetta said. 

“The likelihood is that there will be increased personnel 
going into the region in order to perform different roles,” he 
said. “When you look at the proportion of forces that we have 
in the world, I think it’s fair to say that a higher percentage, a 

higher proportion of those forces are going to wind up in the 
Pacific.” 

Earlier in the day, Panetta met with Adm. Samuel 
Locklear, the head of U.S. Pacific Command, to discuss 
implementing the new strategy. 

Hawaii will remain the hub for U.S. military operations in 
the Pacific, Panetta said during a speech at Pacific Command 
headquarters. 

There, he told troops that they are “on the front lines of 
what the United States really cares about in terms of the 
future.” 

“More than ever, Hawaii remains that key center for 
operations throughout the Asia-Pacific region,” he said. 

There are a number of “key, shared principles” that are 
“critical to achieving” the goals of the defense strategy, 
Panetta said. 

The Pacific needs to be a “rules-based region that relies 
on rules in international order,” he said. DoD also wants to 
build partnerships “and try to modernize our alliances and 
partnerships in the region to build on their capabilities” with 
countries in the region, including China. 

DoD also wants to strengthen its presence in the region, 
particularly though rotational deployments, which would be 
similar to the arrangement the Pentagon has with Australia to 
deploy Marines there. 

The Pentagon “working on” an arrangement like this in 
the Philippines and “elsewhere,” Panetta said without naming 
additional countries. 
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3. Not A Mothership, More Like The Ponce 
(NEWPORT NEWS DAILY PRESS 31 MAY 12) ... Hugh Lessig 

The USS Ponce, refitted as a floating base for helicopters 
and patrol craft, will deploy Friday to the Middle East, the 
Navy has announced. 

The ship made headlines earlier this year when some 
news outlets reported that it was being reconfigured as a 
"mothership" for Navy SEALs and other special operations 
forces. 

The Navy dismissed that idea. The ship, which had been 
scheduled for decommissioning, will function as an interim 
staging base to support a variety of operations, including 
minesweeping and patrol. Its official designation is Afloat 
Forward Staging Base (Interim). 

The crew is made up of 151 civil service mariners from 
Maritime Sealift Command and 55 Navy personnel, all under 
the command of Capt. John Rogers. 

Also deploying Friday from Norfolk will be the guided-
missile frigate USS Carr, which will head to the Caribbean 
Sea and Central and South America to combat transnational 
crime in partnership with other nations. 

Led by Cmdr. Patrick Kulakowski, the crew is largely the 
same group that returned from deployment last November. 
This is the final deployment for the Carr. The ship is slated for 
decommissioning next March. 
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4. Hurricane Season Is Here; Have A Plan 
(NAVY LIVE BLOG 31 MAY 12) 

“In the Southeast regions of the United States, it is not a 
question of ‘if’ a hurricane will strike, but ‘when.’ Having a 
plan and preparing for a hurricane are the keys to survival 
before, during and after the storm – be informed, have a plan 
and build a kit.” 

~Vice Adm. Bill French, Commander, Navy 
Installations Command 

Hurricane season is from June 1- Nov. 30 and largely 
affects the southeastern U.S., from the Gulf Coast along the 
entire eastern seaboard. The Navy held its annual hurricane 
exercise, Citadel Gale, in April to prepare for hurricane 
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season. The purpose of the exercise is to organize response 
capability for severe weather threats and maintain the ability 
to deploy forces in the most adverse weather conditions. 
Ensuring the fleet is ready to respond to extreme weather is a 
major priority, however, it is imperative that Sailors and their 
families prepare before a hurricane makes landfall. 

Hurricane Facts 

 The Navy sortied 40 ships from Norfolk during 
Hurricane Isabel (2003). 

 Hurricane Irene (2011) forced 27 ships to depart 
Norfolk, while another 28 ships were sent to a safe 
haven. 

 In 2005, Hurricane Katrina devastated the Gulf Coast 
region, resulting in the deaths of more than 1,200 
people and more than $100 billion in damage, while 
also delaying shipbuilding, costing the Navy more 
than $2 billion. 

How You Can Be Ready 
Be Informed: Hurricanes, unlike other disasters, usually 

have a lead time. Keep track of the projected path of the storm 
andfollow any direction provided by local authorities and 
command and installation leadership. 

Have a Plan: A written plan ensures everyone understands 
what actions to take in the event of an evacuation. Account for 
special concerns such as caring for very young and old family 
members, protecting your property, retaining critical financial 
and insurance records and caring for pets. Create a 
communication plan that instructs eachmember of the family 
on who to call and how to communicate in case of an 
emergency. 

Build a Kit: Build an emergency kit with enough supplies 
for each person in your household to last for three days. 
Examples of supplies include: water, nonperishable food, a 

first aid kit and prescription medications. Include additional 
supplies to meet the needs of any children, pets or special-
needs family members. 

In order to ensure all service members are ready for 
potential disaster, the Chief of Naval Operations has mandated 
all Navy personnel enroll in the Defense Travel System (DTS) 
website, obtain a Government Travel Charge Card (GTCC), 
regularly update their Navy Family Accountability & 
Assessment System (NFAAS) account and update their Total 
Workforce Management System (TWMS) self-service 
account. Maintaining current profiles in each of these tools 
will allow for smoother evacuations and monetary claims 
during and after a storm. 

NFAAS is a critical web-based tool the Navy uses to 
account for, assess, manage and monitor the recovery process 
of Sailorsand their families. NFAAS was created in the wake 
of Hurricane Katrina and grew in importance after the 
flooding in Millington, Tenn., where it proved essential in 
helping to account for Navy personnel and their family 
members during and after the flood. Log into NFAAS 
following a weather emergency to report your status and 
request assistance such as help with temporary housing, 
transportation, financial and medical assistance, child care, 
legal advice, chaplain services and counseling. 

As a 21st Century Sailor, it is your responsibility to 
ensure you and your family are ready for any emergency. By 
following the ‘be informed, have a plan, build a kit’ steps, you 
can be confident you’ll be able to support the mission while 
being assured that those you care about are safe and secure. 

The 21st Century Sailor and Marine initiative 
consolidates a set of objectives and policies, new and existing, 
to maximize Sailor and Marine personal readiness, build 
resiliency and hone the most combat-effective force in the 
history of the Department of the Navy. 
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CURRENT OPERATIONS: 
5. Pacific Command Stands At Forefront Of Defense Change, Panetta Says 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 31 MAY 12) ... Jim Garamone 

CAMP H.M. SMITH, Hawaii – The personnel at U.S. 
Pacific Command are at the forefront of changes to American 
defense strategy, Defense Secretary Leon Panetta said here 
today. 

The secretary spoke to about 300 members of the 
command in front of the Nimitz-MacArthur headquarters 
building. The command has a huge role, “in promoting peace 
and prosperity and security throughout the Asia-Pacific 
region,” Panetta said. 

The new defense strategy will play out particularly in the 
Pacific, the secretary said. “It is going to be in your hands,” he 
told them. 

The secretary said new strategic guidance protects a 
strong military for the future while still cutting $487 billion 
over 10 years. Cuts to the military must be done carefully and 
must maintain the military capabilities needed to counter the 
possible threats. Officials used the strategic guidance to form 
the budget, and it was done carefully. 

“The last damn thing I want to do is hollow out the 
force,” Panetta said. “I want to ensure that we maintain the 

strongest military in the world, and I want to make sure that 
we don’t break trust with those who have put their lives on the 
line -- you. What we promised you we will stick to.” 

The key elements of the strategy are at play in the Asia-
Pacific region, he said. The American military must be more 
agile, more flexible and more deployable, and it must maintain 
capabilities on the cutting edge of technology. 

“We’ve got to focus on where the main threats are,” 
Panetta said. “That means we continue to focus on the Pacific 
region and the Middle East, because that’s where the potential 
problems are for the future.” 

But the U.S. military has worldwide commitments and 
forces must show the flag in other parts of the world. “The 
way to do that is develop these kind of creative rotational 
movements that allow us to go into countries and be able to 
work with countries to develop their capabilities,” he said. 

The U.S. must be able to confront and defeat multiple 
threats at the same time. “If we have to fight a war in Korea at 
the same time we have to fight in the Middle East, we can do 
that, and we have to be able to do that,” he said. 
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Finally, the strategy isn’t just about cutting, but investing. 
The U.S. must invest in cyber capabilities, invest in space and 
invest in the technologies that make the military more agile 
and deployable. 

Panetta stressed that service members are the key to the 
strategy. “It’s because of you we really are at a turning point,” 
he said. “We brought the war in Iraq to an end, we’ve given 
Iraq the opportunity to govern and secure itself.” 

There is also a plan to responsibly withdraw from 
Afghanistan, the secretary said. 

“There is tough fighting ahead, but we are headed in the 
right direction,” Panetta said. “We have successfully gone 

after al-Qaida, we[have]successfully gone after bin Laden and 
their leadership, and we’ve made very clear that nobody 
attacks the United States and gets away with it – nobody.” 

There is still a threat from al-Qaida but it has shifted to 
Yemen, Somalia and North Africa. And U.S. pressure has 
meant the organization cannot plan with impunity, he said. 

“Look at the last 10 years, and we have something to 
point to because of those who were willing to serve, to put 
their lives on the line,” he said. “Because of those who did 
everything we asked them to do, we are making the world 
safer.” 
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6. USS Mississippi's Commanding Officer Has Overseen Transformations 
(BILOXI SUN (MS) HERALD 31 MAY 12) ... Don Hammack 

ONBOARD THE USS MISSISSIPPI -- Capt. John 
McGrath commands the U.S. Navy's newest submarine, and 
Saturday's commissioning ceremony officially puts it into 
service. 

His ship's come a long way, baby. 
"Two years ago, I was sitting over what looked like just a 

metal tank about the size of a minivan," he said during the 
transit to Pascagoula. "That was everything that existed of the 
ship in Groton, Conn., and here we are two years later, under 
way. 

"The ship is complete and it is amazing the 
transformation." 

McGrath's boat is 377 feet long and displaces 7,800 tons 
submerged. It can carry a powerful array of weaponry, from 
SEALs and special operations forces to ship-cracking 
torpedoes to regime-wrecking cruise missiles. 

The Virginia-class submarines are built with a nuclear 
reactor that is designed to not need refueling for its 30-year 
lifespan. 

McGrath, who is from Neptune City, N.J., frequently 
points out the Mississippi was delivered almost a year ahead 
of schedule at a savings of $600 million from the 2007 
projected cost. 

"This submarine is built on a design that is decades newer 
than the previous submarines I've served on," he said. "It 
incorporates technology that is cutting edge. There is a lot 
advancements from previous classes of submarines, a greater 
degree of automation and a greater degree of modularity." 

This is the fourth submarine McGrath has served aboard, 
and his second command. He served twice on the deep-
submergence vehicle NR-1, and was the boat's last 
commanding officer. It was decommissioned in 2009, before 
he reported as officer-in-charge of the Mississippi late that 
year. 

So he's seen both ends of a boat's lifespan. NR-1 was a 
unique, small vessel with a tight group of alumni. There was a 
reunion, and lots of stories shared. 

"There's no sadness with this one," McGrath said. 
He and his crew will be Mississippi plankowners, the first 

to live in, train on and operate the complex machinery they've 
helped put together the last two years. 

There will be another special bond formed with this group 
of men, officially bringing a ship to life in Pascagoula on 
Saturday before thousands in the state for which it is named. 

"At first I didn't realize the significance of it," he said. "I 
had never done new construction before. I felt it would be no 
different than any other submarines. 

"Now in understanding the value of showing up in 
essentially an office building and over the course of 2½ years 
pouring my experience and the experience of the other 
submariners into this ship, taking all of the best that we saw in 
our experience in the past and bringing into action here while 
trying to leave behind things we didn't think worked very well. 
This complex organization running complex machinery is 
doing it the way I and the other plankholders thought was best. 
We take tremendous pride in that." 
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7. USS Curts To Leave On Final Deployment 
USS Curts To Conduct Operations Against Drug Traffickers, Criminal Organizations 
(KGTV ABC SAN DIEGO 31 MAY 12) 

SAN DIEGO -- The guided-missile frigate USS Curts will 
depart San Diego Friday for its final deployment before 
decommissioning, the Navy announced Thursday. 

Over the next six months, the 453-foot-long Curts and its 
crew will conduct operations against drug traffickers and 
criminal organizations in the Atlantic region, according to 
Naval Surface Force, U.S. Pacific Fleet's public affairs office. 

The Navy plans to decommission the Curts next year after 
nearly 30 years of service. It was commissioned in October 
1983 and is named for four-star Navy Admiral Maurice Curts. 
He was awarded the Navy Cross for his actions during the 

amphibious landings on Leyte and during the Battle for Leyte 
Gulf from Oct. 17-29, 1944. 

At the time, Curts was captain of the light cruiser 
Columbia. His Navy Cross citation read that Curts 
courageously maneuvered his ship through enemy-infested 
waters, defending U.S. forces against hostile air attacks and 
assisting in the sinking of at least one Japanese battleship, a 
cruiser and six destroyers. 

He died in 1976 at age 77 and is buried alongside his first 
wife in Arlington National Cemetery. 

Return to Index 
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8. Maritime Expeditionary Security Squadron 8 Returns From Six-Month Deployment 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 31 MAR 12) ... Lisa Rama, Naval Station Newport Public Affairs 

NEWPORT, R.I. -- Maritime Expeditionary Security 
Squadron (MSRON) 8 returned to Naval Station Newport, 
May 31, following a six-month deployment to the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE), Kuwait, and Bahrain. 

Family members began to arrive at Naval Station 
Newport's ceremonial Kay Hall before midnight, May 30, in 
anticipation of the homecoming of 276 officers and Sailors 
assigned to MSRON 8 as well as 35 unit personnel who had 
returned, May 25, from deployment to Kuwait and Bahrain. 

Seven busloads of Sailors and staff arrived to a cheering 
family crowd of 250 loved ones at 4:45 a.m. 

During the six months of the deployment there were 
seven children born to deployed husbands - four baby boys 
were waiting in the gym to meet their dads for the first time. 

"I can't wait for him to get here," said Chief Hospital 
Corpsman Tammy Allen, holding onto newborn son, Elijah, 
born Feb. 14 and the son of Master-at-Arms Specialist 1st 
Class Curtis Allen. 

"He doesn't expect us to be here. I came up from Bethesda 
to meet him because I didn't want to wait any longer to see 
him," she said. 

MSRON 8 deployed overseas Nov. 1 to the UAE in 
support of Operation Enduring Freedom. During the 
deployment, MSRON 8 successfully conducted landward and 
seaward security missions for nearly 230 port visits of Navy, 

Army, Coast Guard, Maritime Sealift Command (MSC) and 
coalition naval vessels. 

In addition to protecting U.S. and coalition assets, the 
command was involved in medical fleet support programs; 
planned and executed anti-terrorism/force protection and 
distinguished visitor protective services; conducted courses to 
assist the local population in emergency medical training and 
conducted hundreds of theater security cooperation missions. 

Seven MSRON 8 Sailors were involved in the rescue of 
92 civilian mariners from an anchored merchant vessel that 
was damaged by an explosion and ensuing fire. The MSRON 
8 Sailors' efforts aided local rescuers to ensure there was no 
loss of life during a potentially catastrophic maritime disaster. 

The homecoming marked the successful completion of 
the command's deployment and signified the beginning of 
other adventures. Chief Boatswain's Mate Jason Baker, winner 
of the "1st Kiss" raffle, dropped to one knee after entering the 
gym and proposed to girlfriend Debbi Portalini who tearfully 
accepted. 

MSRON 8 conducts force protection of strategic shipping 
and naval vessels operating in the inshore and coastal areas, 
anchorages and harbors, from bare beach to sophisticated port 
facilities. The unit is headquartered onboard Naval Station 
Newport, R.I. 
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9. MSRON 2 Takes Penultimate Step Toward Final Deployment 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 31 MAR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Dustin Q. Diaz, Combat Camera 

YORKTOWN, Va. -- Sailors from Maritime 
Expeditionary Security Squadron (MSRON) 2 completed the 
Unit Level Training and Readiness Assessment (ULTRA) at 
Naval Weapons Station Yorktown - Cheatham Annex May 30. 

Maritime Expeditionary Security Group (MESG) 2 
evaluated MSRON 2's Command Training Team (CTT) in its 
ability to assess the squadron's proficiency in establishing and 
defending a camp and providing maritime security for high 
value asset shipping in an expeditionary environment. 

"This is the last step before our final evaluation problem 
(FEP) in June," said MSRON 2 Command Master Chief 
(EXW/SW/AW) Eric T. Clark. "Once we do that, we will be 
certified ready to deploy and will be able to do so within 96 
hours." 

All members of the squadron started building two self-
sustaining camps, Dogfish and Red Hawk, aboard Cheatham 
Annex when ULTRA began May 21. 

"Pulling off an exercise like this is like waking a sleeping 
giant," said MSRON 2 Commanding Officer Cmdr. Kevin K. 
Hanson. "We normally operate in garrison with our vehicles in 
a vehicle lot, our boats in a maintenance facility, and all of our 
gear is normally locked away in containers ready for 
deployment. Now we have to establish a camp for 300 people 
and the logistics that go into that are pretty daunting. 

"We have to move all our equipment 60 miles up the road 
and set it all up; we have to set up a tent city; lay down an 
electrical grid; we have to provide environmental services to 
all the berthing and working tents with air conditioning and 
generators that we must fuel multiple times a day; we set up a 

full communications suite to support our command and 
control. It's quite an effort just to get the exercise started." 

With established camps, the evaluation portion began in 
the simulated nation of Swindalli May 27. Using the two 
camps, Cheatham's pier, five patrol boats and squadron 
personnel playing opposing forces, MSRON 2 conducted 
disaster relief and humanitarian operations in an area struck by 
a tsunami and plagued by an insurgency. They maintained 24-
hour security of entry control points and camp perimeters, a 
medical clinic and armory, and command and control with a 
Maritime Operations Center, Tactical Operations Center and 
two Base Defense Operations Centers. 

Evolutions included convoy attacks, local protests and 
visit, board, search and seizure, among others. Additional 
training and qualification was facilitated for the squadron's 
Embarked Security Teams and Airborne Security Teams. 

"The training evolutions that we do in this exercise will 
flex our entire portfolio of capability," Hanson said. "When 
we deploy, we will execute missions that may not include all 
of our core missions. 

"However, it is important we are able to do these things in 
the event that a contingency operation were to occur, say a 
natural disaster, like what happened in Haiti a couple of years 
ago. We sent Sailors to Haiti on 24 hours notice and they 
performed missions that they had not done on their previous 
deployment, but since they were trained to do them, they 
performed them with precision and professionalism." 



 11

ULTRA was the first field exercise for many MSRON 2 
Sailors, all of whom lived on the camp they helped to build, 
maintain, and resupply for the duration of the exercise. 

"We have masters-at-arms who have learned how to drive 
large forklifts. Our operations specialists know how to fire up 
the generators. All these things are part of being an EXW 
(expeditionary warfare specialist) warrior," Clark said. 

The team effort didn't only involve MSRON 2. Camp 
Dogfish played host to a detachment from Riverine Squadron 
(RIVRON) 3 as they conducted FEP prior to their own 
deployment. Hanson said this kind of support across the Navy 
Expeditionary Combat Command portfolio is common, and 
continuing it helps prepare for the upcoming merger of the 
Maritime Expeditionary Security Force (MESF) and the 
Riverine Force into the Coastal Riverine Force (CORIVFOR). 

"Once we merge, we will redistribute Sailors into 
companies," Hanson said. "You will have land-side and water-
side Sailors in the same company. Then, for example, my 
land-side Sailors will perform some of the same missions as 
my water-side Sailors and vice versa. So this training event is 
a good opportunity for each of my two elements to observe 
each other and have a better appreciation when we merge next 
year." 

Hanson said his Sailors underwent rigorous preparation in 
the months leading up to ULTRA, including individual 
combat skills, combat life support, weapons training and hand-
to-hand combat, and they performed extensive equipment 
maintenance. 

"I think the performance of the Sailors has been 
fantastic," Hanson said. "The preparations for this exercise 
were really solid and they have performed remarkably well in 
our first major field exercise of the year." 

With MSRON 2's CTT passing muster under the scrutiny 
of MESG 2, the squadron now prepares for its own FEP in 
June. They will then be qualified to respond for disaster relief 
operations in time for hurricane season if necessary, and in 
any event, for their last deployment before joining 
CORIVFOR. 

CORIVFOR forces will be capable of providing tailored 
force packages to meet unique operational requirements and 
contingencies such as force protection, disaster relief, 
protection of vital waterways and establishment of local 
military superiority in areas of naval operations. They are 
capable of conducting maritime security while operating from 
a forward operating base, afloat staging base or disaggregated 
across geographic combatant commands. 
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GLOBAL MARITIME ENVIRONMENT: 
10. Biggest Turnout So Far For Shangri-La Dialogue 
China defence chief to give summit a miss; top issues will include U.S. role in Asia 
(SINGAPORE STRAITS TIMES 01 JUN 12) ... Jermyn Chow 

CHINA is likely to figure prominently in the discussions 
at the Shangri-La Dialogue opening today, but its Defence 
Minister Liang Guanglie has decided to give the three-day 
summit a miss. 

Instead, Beijing has sent Lieutenant-General Ren 
Haiquan, the deputy commandant of the Academy of Military 
Science, as the leader of the Chinese delegation. 

He will be among the 351 delegates - defence ministers, 
top military officials and analysts - from 27 countries gathered 
here for the annual event, known formally as the Asia Security 
Summit. This year's event will see the biggest turnout since 
the forum's inception in 2002. 

Delegates will discuss security issues affecting Asia and 
the region - such as maritime security, cyber warfare and 
unmanned systems. 

Among the issues in the spotlight is the territorial dispute 
in the South China Sea which involves China, Vietnam and 
the Philippines, among other nations. This issue will likely be 
raised by Filipino Defence Minister Voltaire Gazmin, among 
the 15 defence ministers at the dialogue. 

Making his debut at the forum is newly minted French 
Defence Minister Jean-Yves Le Drian. 

General Liang, who attended last year's event, is 
understood to have been kept at home by a range of domestic 
issues. He will be absent at a time when U.S.-Sino ties are 
likely to be one of the hot-button issues on the agenda. 

The U.S. presence, in contrast, is striking. U.S. Defence 
Secretary Leon Panetta, who took over the portfolio last year, 
will be here, joined by chairman of the U.S. Joint Chiefs of 

Staff Martin Dempsey and Pacific Command chief Samuel 
Locklear. 

Mr Panetta will deliver a speech on U.S. plans to 'pivot' or 
'rebalance' towards the Asia-Pacific, a policy announced 
earlier this year. 

Dr Tim Huxley, the executive director of the London-
based International Institute for Strategic Studies, the 
organiser of the event, said Mr Panetta will take the 
opportunity to 'reassert the U.S. presence in this part of the 
world'. 

'There is still a perception U.S. is a declining power, 
while China is rising. The Americans will want to explain in 
real terms how they are here to stay despite defence cuts,' said 
Dr Huxley. The U.S. military will undergo budget cuts of 
nearly U.S.$500 billion (S$644 billion) in the coming decade. 

Gen Liang's no-show will mean that the U.S. delegation 
'will not have to share the limelight, although they may not 
necessarily have to do more', added Dr Huxley. 

Referring to the high-powered trio in the U.S. delegation, 
he said: 'They are the top three key men who will make key 
decisions that will influence this part of the world... Whatever 
they say, people will sit up and listen.' 

Dr Li Mingjiang, a China watcher at the S. Rajaratnam 
School of International Studies in the Nanyang Technological 
University, said China's decision against sending Gen Liang 
this year is 'unwise' and 'not helpful' to China's security 
interests in the region. 

'Beijing missed a good opportunity to actively participate 
and balance the discussion and debate various important 
security issues in the Asia-Pacific. 
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'The absence of top Chinese officials will, to some extent, 
further build the suspicion of some regional states towards 

China,' said Dr Li. 
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11. Senate Hawks McCain, Lieberman On Joint Asia Trip 
(THE HILL 31 MAY 12) ... Julian Pecquet 

Sens. John McCain (R-Ariz.) and Joe Lieberman (I-
Conn.), kindred spirits on a host of national security issues, are 
traveling together to Southeast Asia to shore up U.S. military 
relations with the region. 

The two hawkish senators are meeting with top defense 
and security policy leaders in Malaysia and Singapore, as well 
as with U.S. officials in both countries. The visit comes as the 
Obama administration has announced a “pivot” toward Asia at 
a time when Chinese economic and military power is 
becoming a growing concern for other nations in the area. 

China's claims to the South China Sea, a vital trade lane 
and oil and gas deposit, have prompted military buildups in 

nearby countries, including Malaysia, which has competing 
claims to the Spratley islands. 

Singapore for its part launched a Strategic Partnership 
Dialogue with the U.S. earlier this year and boasts more 
military personnel training in the United States than any other 
country in the region despite its tiny size. 

The two senators haven't issued any statements about their 
trip or its specific goals, but McCain tweeted about his 
meeting with Malaysian Prime Minister Najib Razak, who is 
also minister of finance. 

“Had terrific mtg w/ Prime Minister Najib in #Malaysia- 
an impressive reformer who is improving U.S.-Malaysia 
relations,” McCain wrote. 
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12. Beijing Exhibiting New Assertiveness In South China Sea 
(NEW YORK TIMES 01 JUN 12) ... Jane Perlez 

MANILA — In tropical waters off the coast of the 
Philippines, a standoff between half a dozen Chinese fishing 
boats, two Chinese law enforcement vessels and an aging 
Philippine Navy ship recently attracted a lot of attention in 
Washington, Beijing and other capitals across Asia. 

Superficially, the squabble was over some rare corals, 
clams and poached sharks that Philippine Navy seamen were 
trying to retrieve in early April from the fishing boats 
operating in the Scarborough Shoal of the South China Sea 
until two Chinese Marine Surveillance craft intervened. After 
two tense days, the Philippine ship — a refitted Coast Guard 
cutter sent by the United States last year to beef up its ally’s 
weak defenses — withdrew. 

But the stakes were much larger, as the insistent claims 
ever since of sovereignty over the shoal by both the Philippine 
and Chinese governments made clear. The incident intensified 
longstanding international questions over the strategically 
critical, potentially energy-rich South China Sea that have 
become more urgent this year as the long-dominant United 
States and fast-growing China both seek to increase their naval 
power in the region. 

“We’re just pawns,” said Roberto Romulo, a former 
foreign secretary of the Philippines who argues that China is 
flexing its muscles in a bid to gain unimpeded access to vast 
reserves of natural gas and oil believed to be buried under the 
South China Sea. “China is testing the United States, that’s all 
it is. And China is eating America’s lunch in Southeast Asia.” 

More recently, a senior Chinese military officer even 
dismissed any legitimate role for the United States in the 
South China Sea. “The South China issue is not America’s 
business,” Gen. Ma Xiaotian, the deputy chief of general staff 
of the People’s Liberation Army, said in an interview 
broadcast Monday by Phoenix TV in Hong Kong. “It’s 
between China and its neighbors.” 

The general’s statement appeared to throw down a 
challenge to the Obama administration, which has sought in 
the past six months to enhance United States military strength 
around the western Pacific and East Asia, where the South 

China Sea serves as an essential waterway for not only the 
United States Navy but also for a large portion of the world’s 
trade. 

From placing Marines in the northern Australian port city 
of Darwin to increasing military relations with Vietnam, a 
country with an uneasy relationship with China, Washington 
has signaled its intention of staying, not leaving. 

In the latest sign of its resolve to stand firm on Chinese 
assertiveness in the South China Sea, the administration sent 
Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton and Defense 
Secretary Leon E. Panetta to testify last week before the 
Senate Foreign Relations Committee on the need for the 
United States to ratify the United Nations treaty that is 
intended to govern the world’s oceans. 

China is one of 162 countries that has ratified the Law of 
the Sea treaty. But the United States has not done so, holding 
back from formal approval ever since President Ronald 
Reagan refused to sign it when it was completed in 1982. 

A major goal of the joint appearance, administration 
officials said, was to strengthen the legal hand of the United 
States so that its navy can be assured the freedom of 
navigation that the treaty recognizes beyond any nation’s 
territorial limit of 12 nautical miles. 

In contrast, Western diplomats say, China argues that 
freedom of navigation comes into force only 200 nautical 
miles from a nation’s coast, an argument that contravenes the 
Law of the Sea and, if put into effect, would basically render 
the South China Sea Beijing’s private preserve. 

While China may have no interest in blocking shipping in 
the South China Sea, there is also no doubt that it has begun to 
project its power in the area. Vietnam, for example, claims 
that Chinese boats twice sabotaged oil exploration efforts last 
year by deliberately cutting ship cables in its waters. China 
said one of the cable-cutting incidents was accidental. 

Meanwhile, China is expected to deploy its first aircraft 
carrier this year. 

Two-thirds of the world’s natural gas trade passes through 
the waters of the South China Sea, according to a report by 
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Yang Jiemian, president of the Shanghai Institutes for 
International Studies. The sea is the main passageway for oil 
from the Middle East to China, Japan, South Korea and the 
rest of Asia. 

Now the sea itself is believed to hold a substantial 
reservoir of energy, with some experts predicting that under 
the seabed lies as much as 130 billion barrels of oil and 900 
trillion cubic feet of gas. 

“Possibly and hopefully the South China Sea will be a 
productive energy source,” Xu Xiaojie, a former director of 
overseas investment for China National Petroleum 
Corporation, said in an interview. The Chinese Ministry of 
Land and Resources has done studies on the energy resources 
in the sea, Mr. Xu said, but detailed results have not been 
released. 

In May, China National Offshore Oil Corporation, which 
until now has only had the technical ability to drill in shallow 
water, began its first deep-sea drilling project in an undisputed 
area of the South China Sea south of Hong Kong. 

For China, the South China Sea is an integral part of its 
history. Days after the incident at Scarborough Shoal, known 
as Huangyan Island in China, the Chinese Foreign Ministry 
outlined some of the basic facts as interpreted by China. In 
1279, the Chinese astronomer Guo Shoujing was 
commissioned by Emperor Kublai Khan to survey the seas 
around China. Huangyan Island was chosen as the starting 
point for the survey, the ministry said. 

Mr. Romulo, the former foreign secretary, recalled that 
Zhou Enlai, the longtime second-in-command to Mao Zedong, 
had once pulled out a map to show his father, Carlos P. 
Romulo, who also served as a Philippine foreign secretary, 
that the Philippines rightfully belonged to China. 

Aside from China and the Philippines, three other 
countries in Southeast Asia — Brunei, Malaysia and Vietnam 
— make claims to islands in the sea. So does Taiwan. 

Most perplexing to some claimants is China’s insistence 
on what is referred to as a nine-dash map that Beijing says 
shows its territorial claims. The nine dashes were originally 
drawn as 11 in 1947, before the Communist victory, and then 
amended to nine in the early 1950s to bypass the Gulf of 
Tonkin as a courtesy to the Communists in Vietnam. 

By some estimates the nine dashes incorporate about 80 
percent of the South China Sea. The line encompasses the 

Spratly Islands and Paracel Islands, which Vietnam also 
claims. The two nations fought sporadically over their 
competing claims in the 1970s and 1980s. 

From each land feature within the nine-dash line — some 
of them little more than small rocks — China claims a 200-
nautical-mile exclusive economic zone that it says gives it the 
rights to the resources there according to the terms of the Law 
of the Sea. 

According to officials here in Manila, China’s line runs 
inside the 80-nautical-mile stretch of water between Palawan 
Island and Reed Bank, where a Philippine company says it has 
found significant deposits of natural gas. The Philippine 
government of President Benigno S. Aquino III backs a plan 
to begin drilling off Reed Bank in the next few months. 

How China will react is an open question. Nationalist 
sentiment within China is riding high on the South China Sea, 
and the government itself seems divided, on tactics at least. 

Western diplomats say the Foreign Ministry, while 
remaining firm, would like to find a solution to the quarrel 
with the Philippines, perhaps involving joint ventures between 
companies from both countries. But People’s Liberation Army 
Daily, the military newspaper, has published strident 
editorials, stating that China will not stand for the Philippines 
or any other country claiming what is rightfully China’s. 

“If China’s leaders follow the Chinese people, the policy 
on South China Sea and Southeast Asia will become very 
militant,” said Shi Yinhong, professor of international 
relations at Renmin University in Beijing. 

Reflecting Washington’s rising concern about the South 
China Sea, Mr. Panetta, the defense secretary, plans to deliver 
what is being billed as a major policy speech on Saturday at an 
annual conference sponsored by the International Institute for 
Strategic Studies, based in London, which is bringing together 
an influential audience of Asian officials in Singapore this 
weekend. 

Others will be paying close attention to what Mr. Panetta 
has to say as well. After China warned India this year about 
exploration by an Indian company in waters off Vietnam, the 
company pulled out, citing technical reasons. But that was not 
the last word from India. 

“The South China Sea,” said S. M. Krishna, India’s 
foreign minister, “is the property of the world.” 

Return to Index 
 

13. Underwater Drones A Necessary Luxury For Russian Navy 
(VOICE OF RUSSIA 31 MAY 12) ... Ilya Kramnik 

The rescue vessel “Igor Belousov," currently under 
construction for the Russian Navy, is going to receive 
autonomous underwater vehicles for rescue operations and 
deep-sea research. 

Manned mini-submarines and unmanned vehicles occupy 
an increasingly important place in the structure of the naval 
forces of different countries of the world, and are used for 
both combat and “humanitarian” missions. Such systems are 
able to significantly increase the effectiveness of surface ships 
and submarines by means of providing constant and careful 
control of the underwater space. 

As technology developed, underwater vehicles (originally 
created as a means of studying the seabed) acquired much 
wider functions beyond search-and-rescue works and carrying 

out special operations. The first underwater robots appeared 
back in the 1950-1960s, but the real boom of multi-
functionality began at the turn of the century, when the 
technological possibility to produce unmanned vehicles 
capable of carrying out the most complex operations both 
without human participation and with external control was 
achieved. Unmanned vehicles have become a “magic wand” in 
situations, when the use of manned vessels was too risky or 
technically impossible. 

Underwater robots can perform the following main 
functions without human interaction: combat mine fields and 
other underwater obstacles; increase the detection range of 
submarines’ hydro acoustic complexes; monitor and repair 
underwater objects; and explore the relief of the seabed and 
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water mass. All this exceed the limits of military tasks. Such 
capabilities are needed for both naval fleets and civil 
organizations. 

Originally underwater robots were too large to use them 
from conventional ships and submarines. Special carriers were 
created for operating such devices. Today they are still being 
used. For example, the SSN-23 nuclear submarine “Jimmy 
Carter” of the U.S. Navy, which was put into service in 2005. 
This submarine, initially designed as a standard multi-purpose 
submarine of the Seawolf project, at the stage of construction 
has undergone changes in order to make the use of underwater 
robots possible. 

Special underwater vehicle carriers allotted to the Russian 
Navy provide wide possibilities for working with large 
multipurpose systems, both unmanned and manned. However, 
technical equipment miniaturization allows creating 
underwater robots of the size of conventional torpedoes, sea 
mines, and even smaller than that. Alongside supplying the 
appropriate interface capabilities of the control system of a 
submarine, it allows for the use of such vehicles from standard 
submarines. 

Information concerning Russia’s new and modernized 
submarine capabilities remains a state secret. That is why it is 
difficult to estimate whether or not the Russian Fleet is 
keeping up with its foreign rivals in this sphere. However, as 
far as the non-restricted sphere is concerned –equipment for 
the search and rescue service of the Navy with submersibles 

for various purposes – it can be stated that although the 
Russian Navy still lags behind the leading fleets of the 
Western countries, it fills up that gap. 

In previous years – in addition to the already mentioned 
Igor Belousov, which will be equipped with an underwater 
robot and two manned vehicles – the search-and-rescue 
service of the Navy received several British-made autonomous 
“Panther” vehicles. 

Russian deep-water submersibles “Rus” and “Consul” – 
which are designed not only for rescue operations, but also for 
deep-sea research – are valuable acquisitions. Consul has 
successfully passed a diving test at a depth of 6500 meters. 
According to experts and based on the design of its solid 
sphere, it is capable of diving even deeper. 

Consul was built in Russia, while its predecessors – the 
“World” underwater vehicles – were custom-built in Finland 
for the USSR. All the same, the percentage of foreign 
components in Russian vehicles is high; in particular 
electronics and precision mechanical units. Alas, the problem 
cannot be solved by simply increasing the order for 
underwater vehicles. In this case a well-functioning “general 
purpose” industry is needed that should not be dependent 
exclusively on the defense complex. Otherwise new high-tech 
productions may turn out to be hothouse plants that will die in 
adverse climate change conditions, just the way it happened to 
the greater part of the Soviet Union’s hi-tech military 
technologies after 1991. 
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14. Russian Warship Sails To Baltic Sea For NATO Naval Drills 
(RIA NOVOSTI 01 JUN 12) 

MOSCOW -- The Kaliningrad amphibious assault landing 
ship from Russia’s Baltic Fleet has set sail for the Baltic Sea 
to take part in the BALTOPS 2012 naval drills on June 1-16, 
the press service of the Western military district said. 

The Kaliningrad left its home base in Baltiisk in Russia’s 
exclave of Kaliningrad on Thursday to join over 20 surface 
ships and some 20 aircraft from NATO countries in a variety 
of training missions, including anti-submarine warfare, sea 
rescue and counter-terrorism. 

BALTOPS is an annual military exercise held in the 
Baltic Sea and surrounding regions since 1971. Since 1993 it 
has been a major contributor to the NATO program 
Partnership for Peace. 

Warships from Russia’s Baltic Fleet previously took part 
in BALTOPS exercises 19 times. 

The Kaliningrad vessel entered service in December 1984 
and has carried out a number of training missions in the Baltic, 
North and Mediterranean seas, as well as in the Atlantic 
Ocean. 

Kaliningrad class ships are capable of carrying up to 500 
tons of cargo, 13 tanks and more than 200 naval infantry. 

Russian Military To Hold Over 1,000 Drills In June-
October 

The Russian Armed Forces will conduct over 1,000 
command-and-staff and tactical exercises during the summer 
training period from June to November this year, the Defense 
Ministry said. 

The summer training will focus on improving 
interoperability of all branches of the Armed Forces and 
efficient use of automated battlefield management systems, 
the ministry said in a statement on Thursday. 

The training will be carried out on average 2-3 times a 
week with the emphasis on weapons proficiency and driving 
skills. 

The training period will culminate with the Kavkaz-2012 
large-scale strategic exercises in southern Russia and North 
Caucasus, which would also involve Abkhaz and South 
Ossetian military units. 

In addition, Russia will hold about 50 joint military 
exercises with foreign countries, including the Slavic 
Commonwealth – 2012 with Ukraine and Belarus, the 
INDRA-2012 with India and the Selenga with Mongolia. 

The Russian Navy will traditionally take part in 
RIMPAC, FRUKUS, Northern Eagle and Blackseafor 
international naval drills. 
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15. Ransom Delays Bring Pleas From Pirate-Held Crew 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 31 MAY 12) 

DUBAI, United Arab Emirates — The families of 
merchant seamen held by Somali pirates for more than 18 
months say the crew members are being forced to call home 

with warnings they could suffer further abuses unless a $2.85 
million ransom is paid soon. 
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The payment for the 22 crew members on the Malaysian-
owned MV Albedo was due in April under a deal negotiated 
through Dubai-based Somali merchants. 

Families across South Asia raised some of the amount and 
the deadline was extended to await the remaining share from 
the ship's owners. 

Shahnaz Jawaid, wife of the Albedo captain, says families 
of the crew receive calls pleading for the money nearly every 
day. Jawaid spoke from Karachi, Pakistan, on Thursday. 

The Kenya-bound ship was hijacked in November 2010 in 
the Gulf of Aden. 
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16. Iran's Guard Commander Visits Disputed Islands 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 31 MAY 12) ... Nasser Karimi 

The commander of Iran's powerful Revolutionary Guard 
on Thursday visited three disputed islands in the Gulf that are 
held by Iran but claimed by the United Arab Emirates, Iranian 
state media said. 

It was the first visit by a high-ranking Iranian military 
officer, almost a month after President Mahmoud 
Ahmadinejad's trip to the islands inflamed the dispute over the 
territories. 

Abu Musa, the largest of the islands, sits on the western 
edge of the Strait of Hormuz at the mouth of the Persian Gulf, 
the route for one-fifth of the world's oil supply. Iran's 
Revolutionary Guard and the U.S. Navy patrol the narrow 
waterway, which Iran had threatened to choke off in 
retaliation for tougher Western sanctions over Tehran's nuclear 
ambitions. 

Iranian state TV said the Guard's Gen. Mohammad Ali 
Jafari visited Abu Musa as well as the Greater and Lesser 
Tunbs. The report said Adm. Ali Fadavi, chief of the Guard's 
navy, was also part of the visit. 

Jafari met Iranian forces on the islands and urged regional 
countries to cooperate with Iran, the TV said, showing footage 
of Jafari meeting with the troops. 

"We shake in friendship the brotherly hand of all Islamic 
countries, especially countries south of the Persian Gulf," 
Jafari said. He urged the region's nations to reject the "hand of 
global arrogance" — a reference to shaking off American 
influence — and instead "help each other." 

Iran took control of the islands about 40 years ago, after 
British forces left the region. Tehran maintains that an 
agreement signed eight years before its 1979 Islamic 
Revolution between Shah Mohammad Reza Pahlavi and the 
ruler of one of the UAE's seven emirates, Sharjah, gives it the 
right to administer Abu Musa and station troops there. 

There was no agreement on the other two islands. The 
UAE insists they belonged to the emirate of Ras al-Khaimah 
until Iran captured them by force days before the UAE 
statehood in 1971. 

Tehran claims the Gulf islands have been part of states 
that flourished on the Iranian mainland from antiquity until the 
early 20th century. 
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17. Jonathan Commissions First Locally-Made Warship Tomorrow 
(LAGOS VANGUARD (NIGERIA) 31 MAY 12) 

LAGOS — History will be made tomorrow when 
President Goodluck Ebele Jonathan commissions the first 
locally made warship, NNS ANDONI, constructed by 
Nigerian Navy engineers. 

The commissioning ceremony will take place at the 
Nigerian Naval Dockyard, Victoria Island, Lagos. 

The 31m Nigerian Navy Seaward Defence Boat (SDB) 
was conceived as a research and development project by Vice 
Admiral GTA Adekeye and Rear Admiral GJ Jonah who were 
then Chief of the Naval Staff and Chief of Naval Engineering 
respectively. 

The vessel, which was to be designed and built locally, 
was patterned after the river town class patrol craft in the 
Nigerian Navy which include NNS YOLA and NNS BRASS, 
albeit with several modifications as decided by the design 
team. 

The keel of the SDB was laid at the Nigerian Naval 
Dockyard by the then Chief of the Naval Staff in December 
2007 while full construction commenced in January 2008. 

Between January 2008 and April 2009, the structural 
frames and shell plating of the hull and superstructure were 

completed while the main propulsion and power generation 
plants were delivered. Thereafter, the project was suspended 
due to funding delays until the incumbent Chief of the Naval 
Staff, Vice Admiral OS Ibrahim revived the project by 
approving funds for its completion. 

This is in furtherance to the remark by the president at the 
commissioning of NNPC/MPN Satellite Field Development 
Project Platforms in Lagos on 17 March 2012 when he said: 
“Our government will continue to support genuine efforts to 
uplift the country’s economy through Nigerian Content 
Development and we will continue to encourage the investors 
to encourage the development of local content.” 

The vessel was successfully completed through tenacity, 
ingenious innovation as well as sincere and focussed 
leadership, despite the previously highlighted challenges. 

It is expected that this leap forward in capacity at the 
Nigerian Naval Dockyard would herald a future of sustained 
research and development in the Nigerian Navy towards 
achieving national transformation. 
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18. International Students Learn Advanced Human Resource Skills 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 31 MAR 12) ... Steve Vanderwerff, Naval Education and Training Command Public Affairs 

PENSACOLA, Fla. -- Military members and one civilian 
from Turkey, Ukraine, Saudi Arabia and Latvia graduated 
from the international Manpower, Personnel, Training & 
Education (MPT&E) course May 31. 

The course, in its 10th year, has had 88 students from 23 
countries graduate. 

The five-week course taught at Naval Education and 
Training Command Security Assistance Field Activity 
(NETSAFA) International Training Center (NITC) aboard 
Naval Air Station Pensacola is offered to international partners 
interested in how the U.S. Navy and Marine Corps manage its 
complex system of MPT&E. 

"The course is offered to officer or senior enlisted and 
civilian personnel assigned to positions of responsibility in 
their respective nation MPT&E domain," said Cmdr. Chris 
Heaney, NITC's officer in charge. "It's designed to equip them 
with the knowledge, skills, and abilities they'll need to 
develop, implement, execute, and manage innovative solutions 
for the future." 

Experts in military and civilian corporate fields were 
hand-picked to teach the students via lectures, discussions, 
guest speakers, student presentations and small-group 
exercises. Field trips were carefully selected to provide a 
maximum learning experience, as well as expose students to 
U.S. cultural, governmental, and historical venues. Student 
presentations provided opportunities to discuss best practices 
from their respective organizations, while group exercises 
allowed them to apply theory and develop problem-solving 
skills in an interoperative environment that included a final 
three day "capstone" exercise. 

The curriculum included manpower systems and 
processes, training pipelines, officer and enlisted detailing, 
force shaping, recruiting, corporate human resource practices, 
pay and compensation systems, integrated learning 
environments, resource allocation, advancement and career 
paths, supply chain management, measures of success, 
training for specific deployments, legal concerns for MPT&E, 
personal and professional development, professional military 
education, MPT&E in the acquisition process, selection and 
promotion, and inter-deployment training cycles. 

"The number one challenge facing a military force in 
today's constrained fiscal climate is preserving and enhancing 
the capability of its most critical asset, its people. To ensure 
our forces meet future demands, we must manage our people 
through agile and flexible human resource programs, services, 
and solutions," said Heaney. "This requires innovative 
approaches to identify the competencies possessed by our 
people, align those capabilities to the mission, and shape our 
talent with the right mix of skills, experience, and seniority to 
deliver required competence at the best value." 

The completely revised course provided students with a 
comprehensive introduction to strategic and operational 

techniques for the development, management, and 
improvement of human capital strategies, policies, and 
programs in an integrated environment. 

"The students learned to address the latest challenges 
through an academically advanced professional military 
education level course covering complex and interrelated areas 
of knowledge and practice within the field," said Senior Chief 
Aviation Structural Mechanic John Harris, NITC's senior 
enlisted advisor. "However, it wasn't all classroom-driven. The 
students gained a vast amount of knowledge and information 
during field trips away from Pensacola, which included trips 
to Recruit Training Center and the Training Support Center in 
Great Lakes, Ill., Naval Personnel Command, Chief of Naval 
Recruiting Command and the Manpower Analysis Center in 
Millington, Tenn., the Senior Enlisted Academy, Naval War 
College, and Surface Warfare Officers School in Newport, 
R.I., and Deputy Chief of Naval Operations for MPT&E, U.S. 
Marine Corps Training and Education Command, U.S. Naval 
Academy and the National Defense University in the 
Washington, D.C. area." 

For armed forces of Ukraine's Lt. Col. Viktor Drzhuk, the 
course equipped him with the tools necessary to advance his 
career and benefit his country. 

"The course was very helpful for my personal and 
professional development. There was so much information to 
attain that I would have liked another week. Armed with the 
information I'll bring back to my country, it will help further 
develop our own programs," said Drzhuk. "Much of our 
MPT&E systems are different, but the course gave me the 
opportunity to learn U.S. models and the other countries 
systems as well. I enjoyed working together with my 
classmates to solve classroom problems; globalization has 
given us that opportunity. Some day we could possibly work 
together." 

Naval Education and Training Security Assistance Field 
Activity (NETSAFA) is the U.S. Navy's agent for managing 
international training under Security Assistance and Security 
Cooperation programs. NETSAFA coordinates and supplies 
training support to international governments and 
organizations. The command also strives to build relationships 
that promote U.S. interests, strengthen defense relationships 
and support partner nation's abilities to participate in coalition 
operations. 

NETSAFA liaisons and coordinates training at Navy's 
learning sites, private institutions, and other training providers 
depending on a client nation's training needs. More than 6,500 
international students from 155 nations attend training 
annually at various professional military education 
institutions, warfare community schools, technical centers, and 
various training sites in support of foreign military sales 
weapons acquisitions. NETSAFA also manages NITC. 
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PERSONNEL: 
19. Sailor Assigned To Naval Base Kitsap Killed In Afghanistan 
(KITSAP (WA) SUN 31 MAY 12) 

BREMERTON — A Sailor assigned to Naval Base 
Kitsap Security Detachment died Wednesday in Afghanistan. 

Petty Officer 2nd class Sean Edward Brazas, 26, of 
Greensboro, N.C., was killed during combat operations in 
Panjwa'l, the Navy announced Thursday. 

Brazas, a K-9 handler, died when he was shot while trying 
to help someone get into a helicopter, his father Ed Brazas told 
the Greensboro, N.C., News-Record. 

Brazas was an individual augmentee. The unit with which 
he was serving and details of the incident weren't available 
Thursday. 

He had only been in Afghanistan for about a month, 
according to the Greensboro paper. 

His military service dog, Sicario, survived the incident. 
"Sorrow fills our hearts at this sad moment," said Capt. 

Pete Dawson, Naval Base Kitsap commanding officer. "The 

news of the untimely death of Petty Officer Sean Brazas has 
resounded through the entire Naval Base Kitsap command. 
My sincerest sympathies go forward to the entire Brazas 
family and friends. It is difficult indeed to find words to 
express our regret at the death of this splendid young man." 

Brazas' wife, Allie, thanked people for their support and 
asked that the family's privacy be respected. 

"My husband died serving his country," she said. "He 
loved his job. We will all miss him and we will never forget 
him. He is my hero." 

In addition to his wife, Brazas is survived by a 13-month-
old daughter, according to the Greensboro paper. 

His father told the paper that Brazas will be buried in 
Arlington National Cemetery with his grandfather, a World 
War II veteran. 
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20. 461 Senior Chiefs Get Bumped Up To E-9 
(NAVY TIMES 31 MAY 12) ... Mark D. Faram 

It’s better late than never for 461 senior chiefs who’ll be 
adding a second star to their chief’s anchors. 

This year’s active-duty E-9 board was delayed from its 
original March 26 convening date to April 16. The delay was 
due to a leak of the board’s convening order, quotas and 
precepts order — essentially their directions from Navy 
leadership — to be released ahead of schedule. 

Navy officials postponed the active master chief board to 
April 16 after discovering the board’s convening order, quota 
plan and membership list were released the week prior to the 
board’s scheduled start. Those documents are normally 
released only after the board goes into session. 

This year’s class of master chief’s has 63 more sailors 
than the 398 who moved up last year and 51 more who were 
selected in 2010. 

Sailors got the word early this week and the Navy made 
the names public in NAVADMIN 170/12 released 
Wednesday. 

The slip-up also delayed the rest of the Navy’s enlisted 
selection board. The active-duty senior chief selection board 
began deliberations on May 14 and the active chief’s board 
will start June 18. The last enlisted board this year will be the 
reserve chief’s board which won’t start work until July 23rd. 

View E-9 List 
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21. 210 Jobs Veterans Can Get With Year Of Training 
(NAVY TIMES 31 MAY 12) ... Rick Maze 

The Labor Department has identified 210 occupations in 
which unemployed veterans could find work after as little as 
one year of education and training through the new Veterans 
Retraining Assistance Program. 

But House staffers say there is reason to believe the list is 
not complete. 

The 210 occupations will be covered by a $1.6 billion 
program that gives veterans age 35 to 60 one year of 
additional education benefits to retrain into a field where they 
can get work. The House Veterans’ Affairs Committee staff, 
however, noticed that long-distance truck driving was not 
mentioned. 

“There is a shortage of 300,000 qualified truck drivers in 
this country right now,” said Rep. Jeff Miller, R-Fla., 
chairman of the House Veterans’ Affairs Committee. “Yet 
truck driving is nowhere in the Department of Labor’s list of 
in-demand jobs.” 

Trucking has been added to the new Veterans Retraining 
Assistance Program at Miller’s request, but he said he is still 
not completely satisfied. 

“I will continue to review the list to ensure that veterans 
applying for VRAP have the widest range of careers as 
possible to choose from, but which are still competitive in 
today’s job market,” he said. 

VRAP, scheduled to begin July 1, provides up to one year 
of GI Bill education benefits to veterans aged 35 to 60 who are 
unemployed, not receiving veterans’ disability compensation 
based on unemployability, do not have any other veterans’ 
education or training benefits available, and are not enrolled in 
any federal or state job training programs. 

The program can cover up to 45,000 veterans this year 
and 55,000 next year, under the congressional authorization 
included in last year’s Vow To Hire Heroes Act. 

Allison Hickey, the Veterans Affairs Department’s 
undersecretary for benefits, said Thursday in testimony before 
Miller’s committee that 12,200 applications have been 
received so far. 

About 23 percent of those who applied were rejected 
because they were not eligible, some because they are not 
veterans and some for other reasons, Hickey said. 
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Slots are filled on a first-come, first-served basis, Hickey 
said. The deadline for first-year applications is Oct. 1. 

If someone signs up but later drops out, the slot cannot be 
filled by another veteran, Hickey said. Miller said he would 
like to see slots reallocated, but Hickey said this would take a 
change in law. 

The Bureau of Labor Statistics estimates there are 
400,000 unemployed veterans in the eligible age group. 

Miller said he is also not satisfied with efforts to publicize 
the program. 

“I am concerned that not enough is being done by either 
cabinet secretaries, or the president himself, to promote this 
benefit,” Miller said. “Getting the message out about this 
opportunity is critically important to putting unemployed 
veterans on a path to a job in a high-demand field.” 

Rep. Corrine Brown, D-Fla., acting ranking Democrat on 
the veterans committee, said she remained worried about 
implementation. “Do not wait until the last moment to tell us 
there are any problems with this program,” she said. 

Reaching veterans has not been simple, Hickey said, 
because there is no registry for unemployed veterans, 
requiring a review of both VA and Labor Department records. 

Ismael Ortiz, the Labor Department’s deputy assistant 
secretary for veterans’ employment and training, said 
information also is being provided to veterans who contact any 
of the 2,800 one-stop career centers operated by the Labor 
Department. 

View List Of Occupations (PDF) 

Return to Index 
 

22. Chaplain Provides Spiritual Aid On The Fly 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 31 MAY 12) ... Marine Corps Cpl. Isaac Lamberth, 3rd Marine Aircraft Wing 

COMBAT OUTPOST NOW ZAD, Afghanistan, May 31, 
2012 – Marines and Sailors have fought alongside each other 
for more than 230 years, with Navy corpsmen, doctors and 
nurses continuously keeping Marines fit for battle. But for 
many, spiritual needs are another important element of 
readiness. 

Navy Chaplain (Cmdr.) Francis Foley, command chaplain 
for 3rd Marine Aircraft Wing, visited Marines and Sailors here 
May 27. 

“It is such a great feeling when the chaplain comes out 
here to visit us,” said Marine Corps 1st Lt. Rick Chapman, 
police advisory team executive officer for 2nd Battalion, 5th 
Marine Regiment. Chapman said the visits not only increase 
morale, but also allow service members to seek spiritual 
guidance. 

“The Chaplain Corps provides Marines the opportunity to 
look into the spiritual side of life,” Chapman said. “When the 
chaplain visits and the Marines attend the services, it gives 
them a taste of home and allows them to forget about the 
worries they have around here.” 

Chapman said Marines go to the services to partake in 
religious activities and to be around others who share their 
beliefs with a leader of their faith. But the chaplain’s presence 
also gives them a chance express their anxieties and day-to-
day frustrations, he added. 

“Father Foley’s visit gives the Marines here the ability to 
vent to someone else,” Chapman said. “It’s very helpful for 
them to talk to an outsider about certain subjects.” 

Foley is one of four Catholic chaplains in Regional 
Command Southwest. With so few chaplains in the area, Foley 

said, he tries to get out to various outposts to speak with 
Marines and let them know their sacrifices are appreciated and 
that their hard work does not go unnoticed. 

“I always thank the troops for what they do,” said Foley, 
who hails from Philadelphia. “To hear that from a stranger 
means a lot to these guys.” 

Many Marines at remote outposts, such as this one in 
Afghanistan’s Helmand province, do not get as many chaplain 
visits as they’d like. Foley said he tries to get out to these 
troops as much as he can, often delivering care packages to 
help in raising their spirits. 

“Bringing the care packages is a really big deal to these 
guys,” Chapman said. “Little things like peanut butter, snacks 
and socks mean so much to them. It gives them insight from 
home and what they’re fighting for.” 

The visits also give him first-hand perspective into how 
the Marines and Sailors live, the chaplain said, and give him a 
great appreciation for the amenities he has at Camp 
Leatherneck. Marines in remote outposts sometimes go days 
without electricity, rarely receive hot meals and sleep on cots 
nightly. 

Foley said he has visited about 18 forward operating 
bases and combat outposts and plans to visit many more 
Marines and Sailors while he is out here. 

“I try to get out as much as I can and see the Marines out 
there,” he said. “If I can get them to smile and laugh, I’ve 
done my job and made it easier for the next chaplain who 
comes to visit them.” 
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23. Federal Workers' Numbers Decline 
Slight drop a huge shift from recent expansion 
(USA TODAY 01 JUN 12) ... Dennis Cauchon 

The federal government has started to trim its workforce, 
ending several years of explosive and controversial growth 
that came at a time when private companies and state and local 
governments slashed jobs. 

Federal employment has fallen for seven months in a row, 
the longest sustained drop in more than a decade. The decline 
is tiny: Just 11,600 fewer workers in April compared with a 

year earlier, excluding temporary Census workers, reports the 
Bureau of Labor Statistics. That's a fraction of the 2.2 million 
federal workforce. 

Nevertheless, the reversal marks the end of a period of 
enormous employment growth that spanned the end of George 
W. Bush's presidency and the start of President Obama's term. 
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Federal employment grew 13% -- 250,000 jobs -- from 
the recession's start in December 2007 to a peak last 
September. During that time, private employment fell 5% and 
state and local governments cut staffs by 2%. 

Political and financial pressures have stopped federal 
hiring growth, says John Palguta, vice president of the 
Partnership for Public Service, which promotes a high-quality 
federal workforce. "Budget challenges are becoming real," he 
says. He predicts the federal workforce will shrink through 
2013 and maybe longer. 

Republican presidential candidate Mitt Romney has 
proposed cutting the federal workforce by 10%. Obama's 
budget calls for a small increase in federal workers. 

The four-year boom in federal hiring added to nearly 
every government department, rather than a few high-priority 
missions. The recent hiring plateau is a similar government-
wide phenomenon, with a few key exceptions. 

Among the hardest-hit: The Internal Revenue Service cut 
employment 6% last year to 90,904. The IRS attributes the 
decline to a flat budget and a hiring freeze. 

The Environmental Protection Agency and the Equal 
Employment Opportunity Commission also shed workers last 
year. However, the shrinking agencies, including the IRS, still 
have more employees than before the hiring boom. 

The number of government lawyers held steady at 35,600 
last year, after adding nearly 6,000 during the hiring boom. 
The number of prison guards, park rangers and librarians fell 

slightly. The number of doctors, dentists and nurses rose at a 
slower pace than in past years. 

Federal employment trims are done without layoffs. 
When workers quit or retire, the government hires fewer 
replacements. 

Changes In The Workforce 
A USA TODAY analysis of Office of Personnel 

Management data found: 

 Hiring down -- Federal hiring fell to 113,700 full-
time, permanent workers last year, down 31% from 
its 2009 peak. 

 Leaving up -- Nearly 64,000 federal workers retired 
last year, up 39% from 2009. Reason: When the 
economy improves, more people quit and retire. 

 Pay rises -- Average pay rose 1.4% last year. 
President Obama stopped cost-of-living increases in 
2011 and 2012 but allowed raises for length of 
service. 

 Age changes -- The hiring boom boosted the number 
of workers younger than 35. But aging Baby 
Boomers are hanging on. More than 250,000 federal 
workers are 60 or older, a 41% increase from 2007. 
More than 78,000 are 65 or older, a 55% jump from 
2007. 
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24. Command Master Chief Jailed On Assault Charges 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 01 JUN 12) ... Kate Wiltrout 

Command Master Chief Petty Officer Donald Darcy, 
formerly the highest-ranking enlisted Sailor aboard the dock 
landing ship Fort McHenry, was sentenced to 60 days in the 
brig after pleading guilty to assaulting two junior crew 
members. 

Darcy, 41, was removed from his position aboard the ship 
in December, a day after the commanding officer received a 
complaint about his behavior, according to a Navy spokesman. 

The Fort McHenry is based at Joint Expeditionary Base 
Little Creek in Virginia Beach. 

Darcy was later charged with sexual harassment and four 
counts of improper sexual contact. The charges alleged that on 
four different occasions on board the ship between March and 
October 2011, he pinched, grabbed, squeezed or patted the 
buttocks of two junior female Sailors. 

Lt. Cmdr. Bill Urban, a spokesman for the Navy's Atlantic 
Fleet Surface Force, said Darcy pleaded guilty last week to 
two counts of assault consummated by battery in a special 
court-martial at Norfolk Naval Station. 

Urban said Darcy reached a plea agreement with 
prosecutors and was sentenced by a judge to 60 days 
confinement and reduction in rank to senior chief petty officer. 

The Navy has begun the process of removing him from 
the service, Urban said. 

According to the Navy's Personnel Command, Darcy 
enlisted in 1988 and trained as a fire controlman. Before 
transferring to the Fort McHenry in March 2010, he served as 
command master chief with Carrier Airborne Early Warning 
Squadron 126 in Norfolk. 
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FORCE STRUCTURE / PROGRAMS: 
25. New Stealth Sub Is Fully Networked, But Cut Off From the Outside World 
(WIRED 31 MAY 12) ... Spencer Ackerman 

UNDERWAY ON THE USS MISSISSIPPI — Practically 
every system aboard the Navy’s newest fast attack submarine 
is state of the art. Unlike earlier subs, the USS Mississippi’s 
control room, a hive of classified software and hardware, 
places sonar technicians and weapons specialists barely five 
feet apart. The periscope is mostly virtual: fiber optics allow 
the control room to see the surface world, rather than a 
physical tube running down from the bridge. But for all the 

advancements aboard the Mississippi, there’s one persistent 
challenge — staying connected to the outside world. 

Bandwidth on subs is practically a throwback to the era of 
Magic cards, Discmans, and the best Fresh Prince of Bel-Air 
episodes. To send and receive messages, the U.S. submarine 
fleet needs to rise to a depth shallow enough to raise 
periscopes and antennas; aboard the Mississippi, periscope 
depth is 60 feet. While there are exceptions to that rule, it sets 
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up a basic tradeoff. To remain undetected and ready to 
complete their missions, submarine commanders have to be 
prepared for long periods of silence. 

“There are some missions or taskings where you don’t go 
to periscope depth frequently and put antennas out of the 
water,” says Cmdr. Aaron Thieme, the deputy commander of 
Submarine Squadron 4, which includes the Mississippi. 
“There are some missions or taskings where you spend all 
your time at periscope depth with your antennas out of the 
water. There are some that require us not to transmit at all.” 

The subs receive their internet access from bandwidth 
provided by satellites, same as the Navy’s surface ships. But 
unlike aircraft carriers, destroyers and frigates, submarines 
can’t augment their connectivity with 4G networks. And once 
the subs go below periscope depth, they’re effectively cut off 
from the outside world. 

All this makes bandwidth on the subs an even scarcer 
resource than it is aboard the surface fleet. On the Mississippi, 
red Ethernet cables dangle from the ceilings of the officer’s 
wardroom. Only when the sub rises to periscope depth do 
officers plug the cables into their laptops, allowing them to 
access the Navy’s classified networks. That doesn’t happen 
often. The Mississippi has the capability to stay submerged — 
and silent — for up to 90 days. 

For all the Navy’s formidable technological 
advancements, many of which are visible aboard the 
Mississippi, connectivity lags behind. The Navy has yet to 
overcome some basic physical limitations. The deeper the sub 
dives, the harder it is for it to access a satellite. Thieme 
confirms that there is a depth beyond which the submarine 
fleet is totally disconnected, but understandably declines to 
disclose what that depth is. And like surface ships, the further 
the fleet disperses on or under the open water, the harder it is 
to keep the subs in contact. 

And there’s an additional communications challenge for 
subs. Allowing Sailors to e-mail their families risks 
compromising the stealth that’s central to the subs’ missions. 

“Any time you transmit energy, whether it be 
electromagnetic or acoustic, fundamentally, it could be 
detected,” Thieme explains. “At some point, there could be a 
technology developed that can identify that energy source. Just 
as we go to great efforts to minimize the acoustic energy we 
put into the water, we go to efforts to minimize the counter-
detectability of the electromagnetic energy that we transmit 
when we communicate.” 

But don’t let that conjure up visions of rogue sub 
commanders, à la The Hunt for Red October. The chain of 
command informs the submarine how frequently and even 
when it needs to reach periscope depth to check in or receive 
orders. And the command has technical mechanisms — which 
the crew of the Mississippi will not discuss — for augmenting 
the bandwidth available to submarines in an emergency. More 
regularly, a text-only e-mail program called SailorMail allows 
sub crews to send and receive e-mails over an unclassified 
network — provided those e-mails are free of attachments, 
and Sailors don’t mind waiting for transmissions at speeds 
slower than dial-up. For morale, the sub can stream news 
programs and sports when it’s at periscope depth. 

Still, the Navy’s lack of consistent bandwidth for 
submarines could complicate some its broader plans. Its new 
super-concept for working seamlessly with the Air Force 
might founder if fighter jets can’t talk to Navy subs. 

But underway on the Mississippi, officers are convinced 
bandwidth deserts are a manageable problem — and one that 
feeds into the culture of submarine warfare. 

“It’s in our DNA to be able to go out and do a mission by 
ourselves without somebody looking over our shoulder,” says 
Thieme. “If the capability gets developed so that, regardless of 
whatever speed or depth we are we can maintain a 
communications tether or connectivity path, I [still] don’t see 
submariners becoming less autonomous.” 
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26. Freedom Ready Despite Problems, Navy Says 
(DEFENSE DAILY 01 JUN 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

The USS Freedom (LCS-1), the first of the Littoral 
Combat Ships, is ready for service and remains on schedule 
for deployment to Singapore next year despite continuing 
problems with the vessel that require further corrections, the 
Navy said this week. 

The Freedom underwent a three-day evaluation May 22-
24 by the Navy's Board of Inspection and Survey (INSURV), 
which concluded the ship was "fit for service" even though 
deficiencies remain, the Navy said. 

"There are clearly identified issues to work on in the Post 
Shakedown Availability (PSA) this July, many of which were 
known, some which were new as is expected in a Special 
Trial," Vice Adm. Richard Hunt, commander of Naval Surface 
Forces, said in a statement. 

"Freedom is solid, all of the issues are fixable, and none 
of the issues would prevent her from deployment this spring," 
he said, without specifically identifying the problems. 

Freedom has had a long history of issues and has been at 
the center of controversy surrounding the LCS program. 
Cracking and corrosion on the ship was exposed last year and 

more recently it suffered from a leak on one of four engine 
shaft seals that forced it back into dry dock for repairs. The 
Navy says it has resolved the cracking problems and fixed the 
shaft seal. The service is still examining the exact cause of the 
shaft seal failure, but officials have pointed to a faulty 
assembly as the probable source. 

A report released by the Project on Government Oversight 
(POGO) in April highlighted a gap that exists in the stern 
doors for deploying small boats. The POGO report said the 
gap allows water to enter and cause corrosion in the area. 

"The deficiencies will be corrected and Freedom will stay 
on the path to deployment," Hunt said. 

"This is not unique to the LCS platform," Hunt said. 
"Deficiencies are historically common for a first-of-class ship 
and it is expected the Navy will discover and correct the as 
they are identified." 

Lockheed Martin is the prime contractor along with 
partner Marinette Marine for the Freedom version, while 
Austal USA is building the second, USS Independence (LCS-
2) variant. 
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Navy Undersecretary Robert Work recently said that of 
the 62 issues raised in the POGO report, many were wrong 
and most had already been fixed or identified. Questions have 
persisted about the LCS's survivability in battle. The LCS is 
designed to conduct shore hugging operations for mine 
clearing, surface and anti-submarine warfare. 

Recent legislation in the House of Representatives 
requires the Government Accountability Office (GAO) to 
examine the problems behind the Freedom. Sen. Carl Levin 
(D-Mich.), the chair of the Senate Armed Services Committee, 

and Sen. John McCain (R-Ariz.), the ranking member, earlier 
this year called on the GAO (GAO) to review the LCS 
program's cost, schedule, and performance. 

The Freedom is scheduled to deploy to Singapore next 
spring to allow the Navy to further evaluate its operational 
effectiveness and manning as an initial part of plans to 
eventually station four of the ships in the Southeast Asian 
nation. The Navy also plans to base eight LCSs in Bahrain--
home to the U.S. Fifth Fleet. 
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27. Navy, Lockheed Labor To Fix LCS; POGO Unconvinced 
(AOL DEFENSE 31 MAY 12) ... Sydney J. Freedberg Jr. 

The Navy declared LCS-1 Freedom "fit for service" 
yesterday and on track for next year's deployment to 
Singapore, while lead contractor Lockheed Martin says LCS-
1's shortfalls are largely fixed in the redesigned LCS-3, Fort 
Worth -- but watchdog group POGO, whose reports have 
fueled Congressional skepticism, still has its doubts. 

"Earlier this month we have this pre-inspection that gets a 
red on half the things, no-go," said Ben Freeman, lead Littoral 
Combat Ship researcher at the independent Project On 
Government Oversight, in an interview with AOL Defense. 
"Suddenly everything's okay and it's fit for service. I can't 
imagine that the ship magically got fixed in three to four 
weeks, but apparently, if we believe the Navy, it did." 

Defense News reporter Christopher Cavas, one of the 
media's leading naval experts, detailed some of the unresolved 
issues in an article published online last night: One of the 
ship's four engines didn't function, the hull leaks where the 
anchor chain comes out, and the system to launch small boats 
-- via a stern door that's proven leaky -- simply didn't work at 
all. All told, the Navy conducted three days of what's normally 
a five day sea trial and did 180 of the normal 212 inspections, 
Cavas reported. 

As for cracks in the hull, an issue highlighted by POGO's 
past reports, "they said they didn't identify cracking during the 
test," said Freeman, "[but] they may not have found the cracks 
yet.... Those first cracks weren't found immediately." 

The official Navy announcement acknowledges that LCS-
1 still faces "challenges" but says problems are to be expected 
with the first ship of a new design. "Deficiencies are 
historically common for a first-of-class ship and it is expected 
the Navy will discover and correct them as they are 
identified," said Naval Surface Forces commander Vice Adm. 
Richard Hunt. "Those findings are then folded back into the 
other ships in the class." 

The next ship in Freedom's class is LCS-3, the Fort 
Worth. (The odd-numbered Littoral Combat Ships are being 
built by Lockheed Martin and Marinette Marine, while even-
numbered LCSs are being built by General Dynamics and 
Austal to a completely different design that hasn't had as many 
problems). 

Lockheed spokesman Keith Little offered "a litany" of 
improvements to the design. To start with, the contractors 
have completely redesigned LCS-1's leaky back door and its 
associated handling equipment to launch and retrieve small 
boats and unmanned craft. A redesigned window improves 
visiblity from the bridge. LCS-3's hull is longer, which not 
only makes the ship more stable -- LCS-1 had to have 
buoyancy tanks jury-rigged onto its stern -- but also lets it 
carry 10 percent more fuel and even increases its cruising 
speed. LCS-3 even has a redesigned anchor housing. 
Lockheed has another 10 LCS ships on contract to get it right. 

Return to Index 
 

28. The Network: Where Hybrid War Meets AirSea Battle 
(AOL DEFENSE 31 MAY 12) ... Sydney J. Freedberg Jr. 

WASHINGTON - In the budget wars between the 
services, "hybrid threats" and "AirSea Battle" have become 
rallying buzzwords of two opposing camps. 

On one side, Army leaders talk of hybrid threats, whose 
blend of guerrilla tactics and high-tech weapons pose the 
greatest plausible threat on land, now that Soviet-style tank 
armies are extinct and the nation has largely sworn off large-
scale counterinsurgency. On the other, Air Force and Navy 
leaders speak of AirSea Battle as a way to coordinate their 
expensive hardware in a high-tech war with regional powers 
like China or Iran. 

[Since there has to be a middle way, of course, there is 
also the threat posed to ships by land-based missiles, such as 
those Hamas used against the Israeli ship Hanit in 2006. A 
Chinese-built missile is believed to have heavily damaged the 
ship and killed four Sailors.] 

While the services tend to use these concepts to justify 
their budgets, one of the fathers of the hybrid war idea, retired 
Marine Frank Hoffman, tells AOL Defense they are less 
contradictory than complementary, especially in a potential 
conflict with Iran. 

AirSea Battle and hybrid war theory address two parts of 
the same strategic problem, Hoffman said: how to project 
American power around the globe when potential adversaries 
from militia groups to the Middle Kingdom are developing 
new tactics and new weaponry to stop us. (The painfully 
awkward term of art for such an enemy strategy is "anti-
access/area denial"). "AirSea Battle is basically the outer half 
of the problem: how do you get into a region," he said. "The 
inner half [is] once you get inside a region, how can you 
operate" in the face of hybrid threats. 

Hoffman has street cred as a strategist. He was a lead 
staffer for the famous Hart-Rudman Commission that warned 
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of large-scale terrorist attacks on the U.S. homeland years 
before 2001, wrote some of the seminal works on hybrid 
warfare, and frequently writes, speaks, and wargames on 
military concepts. Now retired from the Marine Corps 
Reserve, Hoffman is a senior fellow at National Defense 
University, although he emphasizes that he speaks only for 
himself, not NDU. 

The strategic problem will take the efforts of all the 
services to crack, Hoffman emphasized. The Air Force and 
Navy will take the lead in the long-range fight; the Army and 
Marines will bear the brunt close-in, but each has a role to 
play in both halves of the problem. The ground forces need 
ships and planes to get to the war zone in the first place, and 
once they're in the fight they depend on air support, from 
drones to jets to satellites, to help them spot and strike the 
enemy. Conversely, the Air Force and Navy need the Army 
and Marines to protect – or to seize – key forward bases. 

Those forward bases are critical and increasingly 
vulnerable. The Air Force has a few intercontinental bombers 
that can strike targets around the world from bases in the 
United States, but the rest of its planes need to operate from 
airfields closer to their targets. Likewise the Navy needs 
access to ports around the world to refuel and resupply the 
fleet. The most obvious threat to U.S. bases is enemy missiles: 
Even Saddam Hussein's Scuds got a lucky hit in 1991 that 
killed 28 U.S. troops outside Dhahran, and modern adversaries 
such as China field far more accurate guided weapons. But 
bases also need defense against cyber-attack, sabotage, and 
suicide bombers, and for that matter the simple threat of 
enemy ground troops invading the allied nation hosting the 
base. The Army and Marines provide crucial counters against 
all those threats, from Patriot missile batteries to foot troops 
with a decade's experience fighting guerrillas. 

Nowhere is this need for all the services to work together 
more urgent than in the tight spaces of the Persian Gulf. Iran is 
the country that seems closest to war with the United States 
right now, with mysterious cyber-attacks on the Iranian 
nuclear program, speculation about Israeli airstrikes, F-22s 
deployed to an air base in the United Arab Emirates and the 
Navy actively reinforcing the region to protect the oil trade 
through the Strait of Hormuz. (The prospect of war with 
China, while terrifying, seems mercifully remote by contrast). 
America's forward sea- and air-bases in the region, and its 
local allies, are so close to Iran that, in any conflict, the long-
range Navy and Air Force AirSea Battle would blur into the 
short-range Army and Marine Corps fight against hybrid 
threats. 

Iran is a nation-state, and its 1980-1988 war against 
Saddam Hussein's Iraq was so brutally conventional that the 
battles looked like something out of World War I. Since then, 
though, Iran has a long and lethal track record of sponsoring 
guerrilla forces: Hezbollah used Iranian rockets, anti-ship and 
anti-tank missiles against Israel in 2006; the Mahdi Army used 
Iranian explosively formed projectiles (EFPs) as roadside 
bombs against the U.S. in 2008. 

And both have used suicide truck bombs to deadly effect, 
starting with the Beirut barracks 

At home, the Iranian arsenal ranges from high-tech anti-
aircraft and anti-ship missiles to low-tech swarms of fast 
attack boats manned by Revolutionary Guard fanatics with 
shoulder-fired rocket-propelled grenades (RPGs). Most of the 
EFPs and RPGs won't get through, but each shot costs Iran 
just a few hundred dollars, while one lucky hit can destroy 
millions of dollars of American equipment, not to mention 
lives, said Hoffman: "You get a lot of bang for your buck." 

The Iranians call this combination of methods their 
"mosaic doctrine," Hoffman went on: It's a regular military 
"that operates in a very irregular way," he said, "hard to target, 
hard to hit, [with] a lot of small cheap things that are easy to 
do." 

America can't counter Iran's "mosaic" by throwing high-
cost technology at each individual danger, the way it did with 
roadside bombs in Iraq: That way, "we need to spend $20 
billion to defeat somebody's $200 strike system," said 
Hoffman. While we could (barely) afford that approach 
against Iraqi insurgents, it would be ruinously expensive 
against a more capable foe, especially with today's weaker 
economy and tighter budgets. Instead, said Hoffman, the U.S. 
needs to exploit its unique advantages in the information age. 

"Warfare's all about asymmetries, trying to find a 
competitive advantage, hopefully enduring," said Hoffman. 
For the U.S., that edge may be the ability to link its own forces 
together in an all-service network of systems – especially 
unmanned ones, not just in the air but on the water and the 
ground – while attacking the enemy's less-sophisticated 
network with both new cyber-weapons and traditional 
electronic warfare tools like jamming. 

Today, "it's definitely networks and linkages that are 
missing," said Hoffman, especially between the services and 
between such traditionally unconnected combat arms as 
aircraft and submarines. In the future, "we're going to 
probably have fewer platforms" – ships, planes, tanks – "but 
they're going to be better networked, better integrated," 
Hoffman said. "That's where the greatest investment should 
probably go." 
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29. U.S. Strategic Battle Guidelines Under Attack 
(FINANCIAL TIMES 01 JUN 12) ... Geoff Dyer 

WASHINGTON -- New U.S. battle guidelines partly 
designed to counter the military challenge from China are 
attracting strong criticism at home and abroad as unnecessarily 
provocative of one of America's strongest economic partners. 

The AirSea Battle fighting “concept” intends to maintain 
military dominance in strategically important areas as the U.S. 
shifts its focus more towards Asia. It is being gradually 
disclosed by the Pentagon, which has viewed China’s military 
build-up in the past couple of decades with concern. 

Yet as Washington struggles to strike the right balance 
between competition and co-operation in its relationship with 
Beijing and tries to cut military spending, there are warnings – 
even among military circles – that the new doctrine will 
aggravate relations with China unnecessarily. 

“AirSea Battle is demonising China,” retired Gen James 
Cartwright, former vice-chairman of the joint chiefs of staff, 
said last week. “That’s not in anybody’s interest.” 
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The doctrine has powerful cold war echoes. Alarmed by 
the threat of Soviet troops over-running western Europe, 
American military planners developed a battle-fighting 
doctrine in the 1970s called AirLand Battle that became the 
basis for much of military policy in the later stages of the cold 
war, from new weapons to relationships with U.S. allies. 

AirSea Battle could have an equally important role to 
shape policy and strategy during the next two decades. 
Officials say it is meant to cement U.S. alliances and to 
counter “anti-access, area-denial” weapons and capabilities 
that other countries have developed. 

“This is probably the defining challenge today and, as we 
view it, in the near future,” Adm Jonathan Greenert, the navy 
chief, said last week in some of the first public comments on 
the subject by a senior Pentagon official. 

Leon Panetta, defence secretary, will travel to Asia during 
the next week where he will be explaining the implications of 
the doctrine for U.S. allies. 

The battle guidelines attempt to address the big strategic 
themes now facing a military winding down from the Iraq and 
Afghanistan wars: the rise of Asia; the shift in focus to sea and 
air power that the vast Asia-Pacific region demands; and the 
potential importance of cyberwarfare. 

AirSea Battle, however, is being developed in a very 
different context from its cold war cousin. Budgets will be 
much tighter in the coming years. And while the Soviet Union 
was a clear adversary which was economically isolated, the 
U.S. and China have deep economic ties, from trade to 
Treasury bonds. 

Amid such delicate politics, U.S. officials insist publicly 
that AirSea Battle is not focused on one country or even one 
region, but on technologies being developed by a host of 
countries and potentially non-state actors. “This notion should 
not be hijacked by any particular scenario,” Gen Norton 
Schwartz, Air Force chief of staff, said last week when asked 
if China was the main target. 

Yet privately officials acknowledge the Pentagon has 
been alarmed by China’s investments in precisely the “access-
denial” weapons that AirSea Battle is designed to tackle, from 
ballistic missiles that can sink warships to submarines and 
Beijing’s emerging cyberwar capabilities. 

The Pentagon has also made no secret of its view that 
Asia is now a central priority of its long-term strategy. “One 
of the key projects that your generation will have to face is 
sustaining and enhancing American strength across the great 
maritime region of the Pacific,” Mr Panetta told graduates of 
U.S. Naval Academy at Annapolis this week. 

For some observers, AirSea Battle will push the U.S. into 
dangerously provocative war planning against China. One of 
the documents the Pentagon has published, called the Joint 
Operational Access Concept, recommends that in the event of 
any conflict, the U.S. “attack enemy anti-access/area-denial 
defences in depth”. In the case of China’s anti-ship missiles, 
that would mean preparing for a large pre-emptive strike on 
military bases in mainland China. 

“The big risk is that such an attack would lead to a very 
dramatic escalation and China might even think it was an 
attempt to take out its nuclear capability,” says Raoul 
Heinrichs at Australian National University. 

The guidelines are also being introduced in an era of 
budget cuts. The Pentagon has already reduced its budget by 
$485bn over the next decade and could be forced to cut by a 
similar amount under a budget agreement in Congress. But 
AirSea Battle will require huge investments in a long-distance 
bombers, submarines and in cyber capabilities, which will 
mean bigger cuts in other programmes or reduced spending on 
health and benefits. 

“For about the last 12 years, if you wanted something, we 
basically could afford it,” said Lt Gen George Flynn, one of 
the Pentagon’s senior planning officials. “The new fiscal 
reality is going to require us to make choices. 
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30. Rep. McKeon Rips Obama, Sen. Reid For Ignoring Sequestration 
(THE HILL 31 MAY 12) ... Jeremy Herb 

House Armed Services Chairman Buck McKeon (R-
Calif.) on Thursday ripped into President Obama and Senate 
Majority Leader Harry Reid for failing to try to stop $500 
billion in automatic cuts to Defense spending, in his most 
pointed remarks yet about the threat of sequestration. 

McKeon took aim at the Democratic leaders while 
accepting the Dwight D. Eisenhower Award from the National 
Defense Industrial Association on Thursday. 

“The president’s vision of an ‘American Century’ is 
hollow, dangerous and takes for granted the military strength 
and power required to protect the homeland, assure our allies 
and keep our enemies at bay,” McKeon said, according to 
prepared remarks obtained by The Hill. 

But the Armed Services chairman saved his harshest 
attack for Reid, who earlier this month opposed a House GOP 
effort to replace sequestration and said defense will have to 
“bear their share of the burden.” 

“We all know what Senator Reid won’t admit — that he 
is using cuts to our military as a cynical tool to force his 
domestic agenda in the Senate,” McKeon said at the awards 
banquet, which was closed to the public. 

“An agenda of increased taxes, increased regulations, and 
more government programs we don’t want and can’t afford,” 
McKeon said. “That agenda can’t get passed on the backs of 
public support, so he is trying to pass it on the backs of our 
troops.” 

The sequestration cuts are one of a number of high-ticket 
budget items looming at the end of the year. Defense and non-
defense discretionary spending will each be cut across-the-
board by $500 billion over the next decade beginning in 
January 2013, unless Congress changes the law. 

The cuts were included as part of last year’s Budget 
Control Act as a punitive measure supposed to push the two 
sides to a deficit-reduction deal, and they went into effect in 
November after the supercommittee failed. 

Most Democrats and Republicans think sequestration is 
bad policy, but the two parties disagree about how to reduce 
the deficit elsewhere. Obama has said he will veto attempts to 
undo the sequester without the alternative deficit reduction. 

The House GOP has passed a plan to replace the defense 
cuts with spending reductions elsewhere, a plan that’s been 
rejected by Democrats. House Democrats offered their own 
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replacement using the “Buffett Rule” to tax wealthy earners, 
but Republicans have said that’s a non-starter. 

Democrats say that Republicans have to be willing to 
accept tax increases as part of a deficit reduction plan, while 
Republicans say that mandatory spending must be on the 
table. So far, neither side is budging. 

McKeon has legislation that would delay sequestration for 
one year by cutting the federal workforce 10 percent, but he 
has yet to attract Democratic support for that proposal. 

Most people don’t expect sequestration to get solved until 
the lame-duck session after the November election, but 

McKeon has repeatedly warned that would be waiting too 
long. 

Speaking to an audience of defense industry officials 
Thursday, he said the industry has to begin planning for 
sequestration now, which will lead to job losses, even if the 
cuts are eventually reversed. 

“Those who believe that a lame duck session of Congress 
will suddenly come to its senses and resolve sequestration, 
without damaging our national security, are foolish,” McKeon 
said. 
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31. Miss. Shipyard Gets $2.38 Billion Navy Contract 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 31 MAY 12) ... Jeff Amy 

The U.S. Navy has awarded a $2.38 billion contract to 
Huntington Ingalls Industries to build an amphibious assault 
ship. 

The future USS Tripoli will be built at the company's 
Ingalls Shipbuilding division in Pascagoula. The Defense 
Department announced the contract Thursday. 

The shipyard earlier won a contract to order advance 
materials. 

The Tripoli's sister ship, the future USS America, is 
currently under construction in Pascagoula. Huntington Ingalls 
says it will launch the America this summer and deliver it to 
the Navy next year. The ships are meant to land Marines on 
shore using helicopters supported by fighter jets, and can serve 
as small aircraft carriers. The previous class of assault ships 
could also launch landing craft from an interior dock. 

The shipyard, with 10,000 employees, is Mississippi's 
largest industrial employer. 

Navy Secretary Ray Mabus announced earlier this month 
that the ship would be named the Tripoli. It will be the third 
ship to bear that name, commemorating the capture of Derna 
in what is now Libya in 1805 by a force of U.S. Marines and 
soldiers from other nations. The battle, memorialized in the 
Marines' Hymn with the line "to the shores of Tripoli," 

brought victory in the First Barbary War against 
Mediterranean pirates. 

Huntington Ingalls, based in Newport News, Va., had said 
earlier this month that it was negotiating the contract with the 
Navy. 

"Large-deck amphibious ship construction is an important 
component of our business plan, and we are pleased to have 
reached agreement with the Navy on this contract," said 
Ingalls Shipbuilding President Irwin F. Edenzon. 

The ship will be 844 feet long, 106 feet wide and weigh 
nearly 45,000 tons. It will host a crew of more than 1,000, 
with room to carry more than 1,600 additional Marines. 

Ingalls is the only American shipyard which builds 
amphibious assault ships, having built 13 others in the past. 
Ingalls struggled to build the last amphibious ship that it 
delivered, the USS Makin Island. Then parent-company 
Northrop Grumman Corp. had to write off more than $200 
million after it had to rip out and redo bad wiring. 

"We have an excellent build plan in place for (the ship), 
and we will continue to develop fresh ideas through the 
knowledge and experience our shipbuilders have in large-deck 
construction," said Brian Cuccias, Ingalls' vice president for 
large-deck amphibious ships. 

Return to Index 
 

32. Lockheed Says Pentagon Paperwork Adds To Overhead Costs 
(REUTERS 31 MAY 12) ... Andrea Shalal-Esa 

WASHINGTON - Lockheed Martin Corp, the biggest 
U.S. weapons maker, on Thursday pushed back against the 
Pentagon's demands for ever more cost data, saying the 
requests were adding to the very overhead the government 
wants to see lowered. 

Lockheed Chief Executive Bob Stevens said his company 
was working hard to drive down overhead, but the 
government's "should cost" initiative meant the company 
needed more people to generate thousands of pages of 
additional paperwork. 

"The more the government asks us to do, the more 
pressure that puts on having the overheads," Stevens told an 
investor conference hosted by Sanford C. Bernstein. 

"What won't work in my mind is an ever increasing set of 
demands by the government for more and more and more 
information and responsiveness, and an increasing expectation 
that the facilities that are available to meet those increasing 
demands ought to be reduced and reduced and reduced," 

Stevens' unusually blunt remarks came as negotiations 
between Lockheed and the Pentagon for a fifth batch of 32 F-
35 Joint Strike Fighters dragged on for more than five months. 

Lockheed is developing and building the next-generation 
F-35 fighter for the United States and eight development 
partners - Britain, Italy, Turkey, Denmark, Norway, Canada, 
Australia and the Netherlands - plus two other countries, Israel 
and Japan. 

The Pentagon projects it will spend $396 billion to 
develop and buy 2,443 of the new radar-evading, supersonic 
warplanes, with projected operating and maintenance costs 
likely to drive the program's total lifetime cost to $1.51 
trillion. 

Stevens said Lockheed took the Pentagon's concerns 
about overhead costs very seriously and had already cut its 
executive ranks by 26 percent. It also remained focused "on 
every expense account, every capital request, every individual 
...job that we have in the company, how to reduce and how to 
streamline." 
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But he said Lockheed was telling U.S. defense officials to 
be more focused in their requests for additional data. 

"It falls a little bit into the domain of help us help you. If 
you want us to continue to focus on overhead reduction, then 
maybe we ought to look at how we work together with one 
another and exactly what is needed and be more specific and 
more tailored and more focused," he said. 

Stevens said the company's cost-cutting efforts were also 
evident in its proposal for that contract, which came in lower 
than the fourth batch of planes, despite the Pentagon's decision 
to scale back projected order quantities that had eroded the 
discounts it was able to negotiate with suppliers, he said. 

"When it gets flatter, it gets harder to take cost out of the 
program," Stevens said, adding that a strong affordability 
focus had still let Lockheed offer the government some 
savings. 

He gave no details on the scope of the offered cost break. 
Two Sides 'Pretty Far Apart' On F-35 Contract 
One source familiar with the program said the Pentagon 

was pushing Lockheed to agree to a 16 percent reduction from 
the fourth production contract, but the company had balked. 

"The two sides are still pretty far apart," said the source, 
who was not authorized to speak on the record. 

Stevens said the Pentagon's focus on what weapons 
programs "should cost" - as opposed to estimates focused on 
what they "would cost" - had resulted in increasing requests 
for more certified cost and pricing data. 

Lockheed submitted 6,000 pages of data with its initial F-
35 proposal, but had been required to generate an additional 

7,000 pages of data for the negotiations in recent months, he 
said. 

Stevens said more than 3,300 union workers remained on 
strike at the Fort Worth, Texas, plant where Lockheed builds 
the F-35. Production was continuing, but Lockheed might 
have to readjust its plan to produce 29 of the planes this year 
due to the strike, he said. 

Paul Black, head of the local branch of the International 
Association of Machinists and Aerospace Workers, said the 
two sides remained at odds over the company's drive to end 
defined pension benefits for any new hires. No new talks were 
scheduled. 

Lockheed's CEO reiterated his concern about an 
additional $500 billion in defense spending cuts due to take 
effect in January, on top of the $487 billion in cuts already 
being implemented over the next decade. 

He said Lockheed might have to notify all its employees 
as early as September or October about impending layoffs, if 
U.S. lawmakers were unable to reverse the additional 
automatic cuts required under federal budget "sequestration." 

He said the cuts would cause "enormous turbulence" and 
a "huge cascading bow wave" in the industry and among 
suppliers, triggering contract changes and pricing adjustments. 

Stevens said Lockheed was focused on maintaining and 
expanding its profit margins, largely through cost-cutting 
measures and higher international sales, even as defense 
spending declined. He said Lockheed was fairly insulated 
against big changes resulting from troop reductions. 

But the uncertainty and abruptness of sequestration still 
posed risks, he said. 
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BASES / COMMUNITY OUTREACH: 
33. Discussing The Battle Of Midway 
(KHON FOX HONOLULU 31 MAY 12) 

Capt. Brian Osgood from Pearl Harbor Naval Shipyard 
joined WakeUp2Day to discuss the significance of the Battle 
of Midway, in advance of the 70th year anniversary. 

Capt. Osgood discussed the events surrounding the battle, 
and the role of Pearl Harbor Naval Shipyard in maintenance of 

the fleet, getting the carrier Yorktown ready to go back to sea, 
and in breaking Japanese Navy's code. 

Capt. Osgood also discussed current efforts at the yard 
including maintenance of USS Texas and safety awards. 

View Clip – Part 1 (RT: 3:38) 
View Clip – Part 2 (RT: 1:45) 
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34. OpSail 2012 Virginia Welcomes Tall Ships to 10 Communities 
(RICHMOND TIMES-DISPATCH 31 MAY 12) ... Holly Prestidge 

For the folks who live in the quiet farming community of 
Cape Charles on Virginia's Eastern Shore — "Mayberry by the 
Sea," as some locals call it — life is about to get crowded. 

Cape Charles, along with its northern neighbor 
communities of Tangier Island and Onancock, is among 10 
Virginia localities that will welcome tall sailing ships from all 
over the world as well as U.S. Navy vessels during a 12-day 
maritime celebration known as OpSail 2012 Virginia. 

It's part of OpSail 2012, a national celebration honoring 
the bicentennial of the War of 1812 and the writing of Francis 
Scott Key's "The Star-Spangled Banner." 

Festivities begin Friday and run through June 12 in 
Norfolk, Virginia Beach, Portsmouth, Chesapeake, Hampton, 

Newport News and Yorktown. Festivities in Cape Charles, 
Onancock and Tangier Island will begin June 8. 

Each locality will have something different to offer and 
different ships to see. 

OpSail, a congressionally chartered nonprofit producer of 
tall-ship events, is a partnership among Operation Sail Inc., 
the U.S. Navy, and hundreds of local, state and national 
organizations. 

This is the sixth OpSail sailing event in the organization's 
history; each previous event marked a historical date. The last 
one, in 2000, marked the millennium. 

Other OpSail events celebrated the 1964 World's Fair, the 
1976 bicentennial of American independence, the 1986 Statue 
of Liberty centennial and the 1992 Columbus Quincentennial. 
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According to Norfolk Festevents Ltd., the organization 
that runs OpSail Virginia, the millennium celebration in 2000 
drew an estimated 1.6 million people to the Hampton Roads 
area. 

Norfolk Festevents Chief Executive Officer Karen 
Scherberger said being part of OpSail for a second time is an 
honor and an affirmation of the national importance of 
Virginia's ports. 

Bringing an event of this magnitude to Virginia provides 
"exceptional opportunities for our communities and businesses 
to participate and benefit in many tangible ways," Scherberger 
said in a written statement. 

The ships will come from all over the world, representing 
the United States as well as Brazil, Norway, Germany, Spain, 
Canada and more. 

Historical re-enactments, air-show demonstrations, 
festivals, concerts, waterfront activities and fireworks are also 
planned. 

Those in Cape Charles will welcome three tall ships and 
several Navy craft to their deep-water harbor. Visitors will be 
able to tour the ships as well as take two-hour excursions on 
the Chesapeake Bay. They also will have the chance to stroll 
around the town and see historic re-enactments, hang out 

during harbor parties, hear music and shop with local vendors 
and artisans. 

"Everyone is so excited," said Joan Prescott, chairwoman 
of the Tall Ships at Cape Charles, the organization overseeing 
the town's events. She said town officials are expecting 
upward of 3,000 people each day, three times the number of 
full-time town residents. 

The tall ships are Sultana, a square topsail schooner that's 
a reproduction of a British revenue cutter from 1767; Lynx, a 
square topsail schooner that's a reproduction of an American 
privateer that would have been used during the War of 1812; 
and Appledore V, a modern tall-ship schooner that's used for 
youth and adult sail training programs. 

Additionally, a Navy landing vessel and a patrol craft will 
be there. 

"We feel like we're tying in the various elements" of 
OpSail, she said, "by incorporating both the modern Navy 
[ships] and these wonderful historic ships." 

Prescott said visitors should take advantage of the 
Hampton Roads festivities and those on the Eastern Shore. 

"We're able to offer a really intimate experience," she 
said. Visitors "can have the big city [experience] and then 
come and spend a day in our small towns and get a whole 
different feel." 
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35. Blue Angels To Perform At Oceanfront 
Thousands expected to attend air show 
(WAVY NBC NORFOLK 31 MAY 12) 

VIRGINIA BEACH, Va. - The Blue Angels Air Show is 
this weekend, and this year, it's at Virginia Beach Oceanfront. 

The air show is part of the 2012 Patriotic Festival and is 
presented in conjunction with OpSail 2012 and the U.S. Navy. 

The air show is June 1 through June 3, and includes the 
following aircraft and vessels: 

 U.S. Coast Guard Search and Rescue helicopters and 
vessels 

 AV-88 HARRIER 

 B-2 

 F-22/ F-16 

 F/A - 18 Super Hornet 

 Amphibious landing with Marine Corps close air 
support 

 U.S. NAVY Heritage Flight with current/ historic 
NAVY aircraft 

 Blue Angel C-130 Fat Boy 

 The Blue Angels Jet Squadron 

According to www.patrioticfestival.com, a concert 
featuring performances at Fifth Street by Miranda Lambert, 
Steel Pulse and Scotty McCreery are also scheduled. 

For complete information, including ticket packages and 
schedules, visit the Patriotic Festival's official website. 

A Special Flight With The Blue Angels 
(WAVY NBC NORFOLK 31 MAY 12) Art Kohn 
NORFOLK, Va. - If you ever get the chance to fly with 

the Blue Angels there are a couple of things you should know 
before flying climbing into the cockpit. 

First, don't touch the controls. Crew Chief Daniel Pascual 
makes certain WAVY News’ Art Kohn didn’t, under any 
circumstances, even the worst. 

Art: "Why are we strapping the legs in like that, Daniel?" 
Crew Chief: "Well these straps right here in the event of 

an ejection will pull your legs in to clear these instruments 
right here." 

Art: "Got it." 
Crew Chief: "But we won't do that." 
Art: "We're hoping we don't have an ejection." 
Second, unlike most fighter jet pilots, the Blues don't 

wear G-suits and you won't either. G-suits contain inflatable 
bladders that attach to your legs to make sure blood flows 
evenly through the body when doing high speed maneuvers 
that can exert force upon you as great as nine times your own 
weight. 

If all the blood goes to your head, you will pass out. To 
prevent this without a G-suit on, Art had to control the 
muscles in my body by doing something called the "Hick 
Maneuver." 

Crew Chief: "So you're gonna push as if you're trying to 
stand-up off of the seat. 

Art: "Hick!" 
Crew Chief: "Keep it flexed the entire time." 
Art: "Hick!" 
Crew Chief: "All right, you're doing it." 
Art: "Got it." 
"You build that muscle memory for the timing of the 

maneuvers and for the timing of the rolls and all that kind of 
thing,”Lt. Mark Tedrow, Blue Angels Pilot said. 

That out of the way and with Art’s pilot, Tedrow in the 
front seat, it's time to get it on! 
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As they taxi into position for take-off Art was already 
excited and quickly discovered, it doesn't take the Hornet long 
to get altitude, especially when doing a vertical take-off. 

"Time is compressed and everything is happening, 
happening really quickly,” Tedrow added. 

They flew faster than the speed of sound and pulled about 
7-Gs in a high speed turn on their first approach to the runway. 

Art was thankful for the practice time he spent on the "Hick 
Maneuver" before the flight. 

"You have to prepare your body for the forces that you 
undergo um 

View Gallery (20 Photos) 
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36. PCU Mississippi Sailors Volunteer With American Red Cross In Pascagoula 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 31 MAR 12) ... Lt. Cmdr. Jennifer Cragg, Commander, Submarine Group 2 Public Affairs 

PASCAGOULA, Miss. -- Sailors from Pre-
Commissioning Unit (PCU) Mississippi (SSN 782) 
volunteered with the American Red Cross in Pascagoula and 
packed hurricane preparedness materials May 30. 

PCU Mississippi Sailors assisted the American Red Cross 
in advance of the kick-off to hurricane season, which begins 
June 1 and runs through Nov. 30. 

PCU Mississippi, the ninth Virginia-class attack 
submarine, arrived in Pascagoula May 25 to prepare for the 
submarine's commissioning June 2. 

In addition to assisting with the American Red Cross, 
PCU Mississippi Sailors also lent their assistance to Habitat 
for Humanity May 29. 

Capt. John McGrath, PCU Mississippi's commanding 
officer, emphasized his crew's interest in assisting in volunteer 
projects while the submarine was in Pascagoula for its 
commissioning. 

"PCU Mississippi Sailors amassed nearly a thousand 
volunteer hours while the boat was under construction," said 
McGrath. "It was only fitting for my crew to do the same 
while we are visiting our namesake state." 

Due to their extensive volunteerism the submarine 
received a Navy Community Service/Project Good Neighbor 
community service award in 2011. 

Martha Duvall, American Red Cross communications 
officer, South Mississippi was pleased with the Sailors' 
support. 

"We are excited and honored to have crew members from 
the USS Mississippi help assemble Red Cross emergency 
shelter kits," said Duvall. 

Duvall added that the kits will be used throughout South 
Mississippi this hurricane season. 

"Their volunteerism today will allow us to continue to be 
ready if and when called upon to open shelters," said Duvall. 

Virginia-class submarines are built under a unique 
teaming arrangement between General Dynamics Electric 
Boat and Huntington Ingalls Industries - Newport News. 
Construction on the submarine began in February 2007. 

Once commissioned in 2012, Mississippi, like all 
Virginia-class submarines is designed to dominate both the 
littorals and deep oceans. It will serve as a valuable asset in 
supporting the core capabilities of Maritime Strategy: Sea 
control, power projection, forward presence, maritime security 
and deterrence. 

PCU Mississippi will be commissioned June 2 in 
Pascagoula, Miss. The ceremony, which begins at 10 a.m. 
CST, will be streamed live via www.livestream.com/usnavy as 
well as http://www.pentagonchannel.mil/. It will also be 
available via webcast at 
http://www.dvidshub.net/webcast/2421#.T7_T57BtaSo. 
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37. Navy Supercomputer Center At Stennis To Greatly Increase Computing Capability 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 01 JUN 12) ... Christine E. Chicchi, Naval Meteorology and Oceanography Command Public Affairs 

STENNIS SPACE CENTER, Miss. -- One of the Defense 
Department's most powerful supercomputer centers, located at 
Stennis Space Center, Miss., will more than triple its 
computing power this summer when it adds three new 
supercomputers. 

The additions to the Navy Department of Defense 
Supercomputing Resource Center (Navy DSRC) will be 
operational by the fall. 

"This upgrade will put South Mississippi's 
supercomputing capabilities back in the top 100 of the world," 
Dr. Bill Burnett, deputy/technical director of the Stennis-based 
Naval Meteorology and Oceanography Command, said of the 
upgrade. 

Navy DSRC is one of five Defense Department 
supercomputer centers that Navy, Army and Air Force 
scientists and researchers use to design new aircraft, ships, and 
military equipment; to model and simulate weather and ocean 
conditions; and for a wide range of other DoD mission-related 
science and engineering research. The Navy DSRC is a part of 

the Department of Defense High Performance Computing 
Modernization Program (HPCMP). 

The new supercomputers, all IBM iDataPlex Linux 
clusters, will give the center a capacity of nearly 800 trillion 
floating point operations (teraflops) per second or the 
capability to conduct 800 trillion arithmetic calculations per 
second. One hundred high school students with handheld 
calculators would take nearly 317 years to perform the number 
of calculations a teraflop-rated computer can accomplish in 
one second - almost 250,000 years to perform what the new 
Navy DSRC computers will be capable of every second. 

The additions will allow the center to retire its existing 
IBM Power5+ system, an IBM Power6 system, and a Cray 
XT5 system at the end of the year. 

In a nod to the Navy DSRC's location at Stennis Space 
Center, the systems will be named after astronauts who have 
served in the Navy: Fred Haise, a retired U.S. Air Force 
officer who also served as a Navy and Marine Corps aviator 
and the Apollo 13 pilot; Cmdr. Susan Still Kilrain, a naval 
aviator who piloted two shuttle missions and more than 30 
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different aircraft; and Capt. Eugene Cernan, a naval aviator 
and the last person to set foot on the moon. 

"We are especially excited to honor former naval aviators 
who have served as astronauts, starting with South 
Mississippi's own Fred Haise," Burnett said. Haise is a native 
of Biloxi, Miss. 

High performance computing or supercomputing allows 
DoD to make the most of its dollars spent on research, 
development, test, and evaluation. 

"These supercomputers enable the DoD science and 
research community to test and model defense systems that 
cannot be modeled in the real world due to time, financial, 
physical, or safety constraints, and in some cases, they can 
accomplish this work in a matter of hours as opposed to the 
days, weeks, or even months that traditional research methods 
can require," said Tom Dunn, director of the supercomputing 
center. 

Within the HPCMP, the Navy DSRC is unique in 
providing supercomputing resources available 24/7 to the 
Naval Meteorology and Oceanography Command (NMOC). 
These high performance computing resources are used by the 
Naval Oceanographic Office (NAVOCEANO) and the Fleet 
Numerical Meteorology and Oceanography Center (FNMOC) 

for ocean and weather forecasts in support of U.S. Navy fleet 
operations. 

Two of the iDataPlex systems will be identical, each 
consisting of 18,816 Sandy Bridge Intel processor cores, 37 
terabytes of memory and 2.3 pedabytes of disk storage space 
available for computational modeling and research. A third 
iDataPlex system will have 4,032 of the same processor cores, 
eight terabytes of memory and 576 terabytes of disk storage. 
The peak computational capabilities of the two larger systems 
will be 351 teraflops each, and the third system will be 
capable of 75 teraflops. 

The HPCMP provides DoD supercomputing capabilities, 
high-speed network communications and computational 
science expertise that enable DoD scientists and engineers to 
conduct a wide-range of focused research, development and 
test activities. The partnership puts advanced technology in the 
hands of U.S. forces more quickly, less expensively and with 
greater certainty of success. Today, the HPCMP provides a 
complete advanced computing environment for DoD that 
includes unique expertise in software development and system 
design, powerful high performance computing systems, and a 
premier wide-area research network. The HPCMP is managed 
on behalf of DoD by the U.S. Army Engineer Research and 
Development Center. 
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38. Supervisors Get A Look At What Goes On At NAWCWD 
(RIDGECREST (CA) DAILY INDEPENDENT 31 MAY 12) ... Cheeto Barrera 

RIDGECREST, Calif. — China Lake pulled back its 
curtain Wednesday, allowing the Kern County Board of 
Supervisors a glimpse of what goes on at one of the largest 
military test and evaluation facilities in the county. 

The meeting was held at the Ridgecrest City Council 
Chambers where the supervisors received a briefing on China 
Lake, and later they went on a tour of the base’s facilities. 

The Navy facility boasts more than 1.1 million acres of 
land sitting in the northeast portion of Kern County, 
occupying an area larger than Rhode Island. The base helps 
test and evaluate weapons systems used by the Navy and other 
branches of the military, as well as developing new weapons 
and fuels. 

Naval Air Warfare Center Weapons Division Executive 
Director Scott O’Neil presented the supervisors a briefing 
about what the Navy is working on at China Lake, as well as 
its sister base in Point Mugu. 

First District Supervisor Jon McQuiston set up the 
meeting in hopes of familiarizing the other board members 
about what goes on at China Lake, especially with an expected 
Base Realignment and Closure process coming either in 2013 
or 2014. 

O’Neil said for now the base is safe from such an action, 
which requires an act of Congress to implement. The last time 
the military went through a BRAC process was in 2005, which 
brought $350 million worth of new construction to the base, as 
well as opened up the hiring of new personnel, including 
engineers and scientists. It also consolidated weapons testing 
and development to China Lake. 

“BRAC is off the table for now, but right now, I can’t 
speak for the future,” O’Neil said. “I know (Defense) 
Secretary (Leon) Panetta is worried about cost cutting. He 
might come out and propose a BRAC in the future, but that 

will all be decided by Congress, and I will respond 
accordingly.” 

Third District Supervisor Mike Maggard said with the 
amount of work that was shifted to the base from around the 
country, if there were to be another BRAC, China Lake should 
do well. 

“I would think that might help sustain the level of activity 
here,” Maggard said. 

O’Neil agreed. 
“By the Navy consolidating all of its weapons functions 

here at the China Lake site, we are the Navy’s activity for 
weapons, so that ought to stabilize the work force,” O’Neil 
said. 

O’Neil also said because the airspace and ground ranges 
that are largely undisturbed, it is unlikely any BRAC will 
severely hurt China Lake. 

The airspace around China Lake, designated as the 2508 
corridor, occupies roughly an eighth of the airspace in 
California, open only if the Navy isn’t conducting operations. 
That grows when the off shore airspace near Pt. Mugu, 
Vandenberg Air Force Base and San Nicolas Island is taken 
into account. 

O’Neil said the NAWCWD side of China Lake has a 
budget of roughly $1.3 billion, which must be revenue neutral. 

Revenue is generated through contractors who use the 
ranges and labs, which must offset all overhead expenses and 
other costs associated with conducting its mission. By the end 
of the year, O’Neil said, the expenses and revenues should 
cancel out. 

Of that $1.3 billion, about $172 million goes to contract 
work done in Kern County. 

O’Neil laid out some of what goes on at China Lake, 
including the development of weapons systems that can be 
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used on the different aircraft the Navy flies, including 
unmanned drones. 

He also boasted development of a biofuel called butanol, 
which is formed when bacteria eats green matter and is later 
refined into a fuel. The goal is to use the fuel in military jets. 

Fourth District Supervisor Karen Goh asked what the 
supervisors could do to better help China Lake, O’Neil said 
simply to be aware of alternative-energy projects that are 
going on at China Lake, including geo thermal, solar and wind 
energies. 
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39. NAS JAX CO Gives State Of The Base 
(WOKV COX RADIO JACKSONVILLE (FL) 31 MAY 12) ... Matt Augustine 

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. — NAS Jacksonville got a chance 
to unveil some of the projects it's working on this year in the 
annual State of the Base address. 

"Whether it's supporting the war fighter, energy 
infrastructure, or helping the Sailors and their families and 
their quality of life," said NAS JAX Commanding Officer Bob 
Sanders. 

Among other plans for the upcoming years, Sanders 
highlighted a $3.3 million addition to the Navy Lodge, a new 
$6.4 million All Hands Club, where Sailors and their families 
can go during leisure time, and the installation of synthetic turf 
at Sea King Park, all of which are expected to be completed by 
the end of this year. 

"We've got a lot of new construction here, a lot of new 
infrastructure...anything to support the fleet, the fighter, and 
the family," said Sanders. 

He also plugged the $47 million P-8A training facility 
where they'll train the air crew for the new P-8A, which will 
replace the P3-Orion doing maritime patrol, specifically anti-

submarine warfare and recon. They rolled out the P-8A and 
opened the new facility in late March of this year. 

Stressing conservation, Sanders mentioned an $8.9 
million solar panel project in one of their hangars and a base-
wide metering project that will keep an eye on energy useage 
levels. 

Jaxport CEO Paul Anderson was there too, he says to say 
the Navy is important to Jaxport is not enough. 

"We have an army reserve training facility on the river. 
We have Department of Defense facilities, one of only three in 
the nation...It's almost an understatement to say how huge the 
partnership between Jaxport, the Jacksonville community, 
northeast Florida, and all of these military installations." 

NAS JAX contributes 2.1 billion dollars annually to the 
community in goods and services. It is home to seven active-
duty P-3 squadrons, three reserve squadrons, and four 
helicopter squadrons. It is also the home of Fleet Replacement 
Squadron, VP-30, which is the largest squadron in the U.S. 
Navy. 
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40. Navy Fields Questions On Aircraft Noise Study 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 31 MAY 12) ... Katherine Poythress 

SOUTH COUNTY — Naval Base Coronado has updated 
its study on aircraft noise and is hosting meetings this week to 
help residents understand its operations in Coronado and 
Imperial Beach. 

Numerous flight missions are launched from the 
installation’s Naval Outlying Landing Field in Imperial Beach 
and Naval Air Station in Coronado on a daily basis, ranging in 
type from maintenance checks and deployment to and from 
ships, to training and operational support. 

Naval Base Coronado held its first open house in Imperial 
Beach Wednesday to answer questions about the updated 
noise report. 

Although Imperial Beach has a history of noise 
complaints about the nearby Naval Outlying Landing Field, 
fewer than a dozen residents turned out in the first hour of the 
open house. Most interviewed said they dislike the noise at 
what is also known as Ream Field, but have grown to accept it 
as a fact of life. 

“We hear a lot of noise from the airfield, and I feel the 
noise level has been slowly going up over the years, but we 
understand that we and the Navy are neighbors, and we want 
to get along,” said Christopher Kyburg, who has lived in 
Imperial Beach about 30 years. 

Naval Base Coronado installations do not have the benefit 
of a natural terrain separation from residential areas like the 
mountains surrounding Camp Pendleton, explained Airfield 
Manager Bill Delano. 

The Air Installations Compatible Use Zone study is 
mandatory for all U.S. military airfields to “protect the health, 

safety, and welfare of those living on and near a military 
airfield while preserving the operational capability of the 
airfield,” the report states. The study needs to be updated 
periodically as operations and aircraft change. Until now, the 
study on the airfield in Imperial Beach had not been updated 
since 1989. 

Since then, the types of aircraft used by the Navy have 
gone through an evolution, and certain noisy aircraft are no 
longer in use or will soon be phased out. The study says that 
newer, quieter aircraft will be landing in San Diego County in 
coming years, thanks to advances in science and engineering. 

The compatible use study addresses not only noise, but 
also what the military calls “Accident Potential Zones,” or 
areas near runways where an aircraft accident is most likely to 
take place, if one were to occur. 

“Down here, the noise contours and accident potential 
areas are largely contained within the airfield,” said Capt. 
Yancy Lindsey, commanding officer of Naval Base Coronado, 
said of the Imperial Beach operations. “That is not to say that 
higher noise levels are not heard by residents occasionally, but 
we are constantly trying to implement numerous operational 
alternatives to try to minimize the impacts on the community.” 

The base does not use the Imperial Beach airfield on 
Saturdays and Sundays, or after 10 or 11 p.m. on weekdays, 
for example. The recommended flight paths for pilots, too, 
keep aircraft over the water as much as possible to minimize 
noise levels on land. Most noise complaints, Lindsey said, 
come when something changes, so he tries to stay ahead of the 
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curve by informing cities in advance of any operational 
changes that could affect noise levels. 

Public affairs officer Angelic Dolan said that Naval Base 
Coronado follows Federal Aviation Administration guidelines 
for flight patterns, and places these additional restrictions on 
its operations in an effort to be neighborly. 

The airfield manager said ideally these informational 
briefings will help cities plan their development. With the 
results of the study, contractors also can take sound concerns 
into consideration when building new homes and offices, and 
real estate agents can have a better idea about how to educate 
potential homebuyers. 

Lindsey said he had not expected contentious issues to 
arise at the Imperial Beach meeting, but expects the Coronado 
meeting May 31 to be more lively. 

“That’s where we get most of our noise complaints and 
we have an ongoing dialogue with them,” he said. 

North Island Naval Air Station, also part of the Naval 
Base Coronado installation, operates 24 hours a day, seven 
days a week. 

To submit a noise complaint about the Naval Base 
Coronado, visit http:cnic.navy.mil/coronado. 

The Coronado meeting is scheduled to be held from 5:30 
to 8 p.m. May 31 at the Coronado Public Library, Winn 
Room. 
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41. U.S. Navy Plans Three Times More Sonar Testing, Training 
(CAPE COD (MA) TIMES 31 MAY 12) ... Doug Fraser 

PROVIDENCE — The U.S. Navy says it's doing more 
than ever to protect marine mammals from potential harm by 
explosives and sonar used in offshore training and testing, 
despite its plans to boost its use of sonar threefold in the 
coming years. 

Over the next five years, the Navy will focus more on 
detection of enemy subs and mines, said Jene Nissen, the 
Atlantic fleet training and testing program manager. That 
means tripling the use of sonar that was allowed in 2009 under 
a five-year permit issued by the National Marine Fisheries 
Service. 

Because this type of training has harmed whales, dolphins 
and seals in the past, the Navy is seeking a five-year 
reauthorization of a permit from the National Marine Fisheries 
Service, granting them an exemption from the Marine 
Mammal Protection Act of 1972. Navy researchers and 
officials held the first of five informational meetings 
Wednesday in Providence to gather public comment on their 
plan. The remaining meetings will be held in the Mid-Atlantic 
and Southern coastal states over the next two weeks. 

Navy researchers utilized a new computer model that 
predicted an increase in the opportunities for whales, seals and 
dolphins to be harassed or harmed during Navy training, from 
1.9 million potential impact events per year under the old 
permit to 2.1 million per year. The testing area covers 2.6 
million square miles from Maine to the Gulf of Mexico. 
Testing of new ships and equipment could add another 1.8 
million impact events. Possible effects on marine mammals 
vary from small behavioral changes to cessation of feeding on 
up to temporary and permanent hearing damage. 

And even though he has devoted his life to the protection 
of marine mammals, Charles "Stormy" Mayo cast an 
appreciative and envious eye over a graphic depicting 
elements of a computer model that helped the Navy estimate 
how many marine mammals could be harmed by testing and 
training. 

The director of right whale habitat studies at 
Provincetown's Center for Coastal Studies, Mayo traveled to 
the hearing to submit comments on the Navy's proposed plan. 
The model itself was a marvel, Mayo admitted. A team of 
more than two dozen biologists and computer programmers 
working at the Newport Naval Undersea Warfare Center 
combined the Navy's wealth of acoustic knowledge with 

marine mammal data, showing estimated densities of animals 
by location and season. 

They ran 6,000 simulations during the past two years on 
the computer model, which can render a three-dimensional 
view of how sound behaves in water and how different species 
are affected. 

But Mayo was even more appreciative of the attitude and 
depth of knowledge of the experts the Navy had assembled to 
research marine mammals and mitigate potential damage from 
sonar and explosives. 

Nissen said the Navy spends $15 million to $20 million a 
year on marine mammal research and another $5 million 
annually on monitoring and survey work connected to its 
testing and training. 

"Twenty years ago, you wouldn't have seen this level of 
sensitivity," Mayo said. He had worked with the shipping 
industry in recent years on how to reduce the chances their 
ships would hit right whales, the world's most endangered 
great whale, and thought the Navy was far more forthcoming 
and cooperative. 

"To their credit, they are coming to us and talking about 
it," Mayo said. 

That doesn't mean there is universal acceptance of the 
Navy's program, however. Mayo and Nissen said there are big 
information gaps in how sonar and explosives affect some 
species like the great whales, for instance. Some 
environmental organizations would like to see more emphasis 
on closing certain known gathering spots for testing at the 
times of year species are present in numbers. 

U.S. Navy Marine Resource Specialist Sarah Bellau 
pointed out the impracticality of closing areas with dozens of 
varying species congregating at different spots in the ocean. 

"What might be a hot spot for one species might not be 
for another," Bellau said. Instead, the Navy proposes to use 
trained lookouts to spot marine mammals in the water. 

The strength of the sonar signal is reduced the closer they 
get to the vessel, she explained, and is shut down altogether 
for at least a half-hour, or until they leave the area, if they get 
within a few hundred yards. Passive acoustic devices also 
listen for the sounds of marine mammals underwater and 
aircraft fly over the area before training or testing begins. 

Specific rules prohibiting certain testing also apply for the 
Great South Channel southeast of the Cape and Stellwagen 
Bank National Marine Sanctuary. 
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42. Push Continues For Lejeune Toxic Water Victims 
(JACKSONVILLE (NC) DAILY NEWS 31 MAY 12) ... Amanda Wilcox 

A retired U.S. Marine drill sergeant has started a petition 
asking the Department of Veterans Affairs and Congress to 
provide medical care to the Camp Lejeune veterans poisoned 
by cancer-causing chemicals from 1957 to 1987. 

Sgt. Jerry Ensminger started a petition on Change.org 
asking Congress and the VA to provide necessary medical 
care to the 200,000 people who lived on Camp Lejeune during 
the thirty-year period in which the water was contaminated 
with cancer-causing human carcinogens. The petition 
currently has over 76,000 signatures. 

“We've made progress over the years,” said Ensminger in 
a press release, “but the measures we need now are being held 
up by politics. I hear from people who are suffering from the 
water every day. We need action, and we can't wait any 
longer.” 

Ensminger lost his daughter, Janey, from childhood 
leukemia when she nine years old. He suspects the Camp 
Lejeune contaminated water is to blame. 

Ensminger isn't the only one. 
William Price, a former Marine who spent six years 

stationed on Camp Lejeune in the 1970s, filed a class action 
suit against the VA in December 2010. He currently suffers 
from liver and kidney disease. 

Price told the Daily News his liver is half dead because 
it’s full of metal, and doctors have told him the chemicals he 
was exposed to on Lejeune could be to blame. 

“I know I was contaminated,” Price said via telephone 
from his Las Vegas home. “I’m getting the run around from 
the VA because nobody wants to get involved.” 

Price is still waiting for the VA to take his case. He said 
the VA claims they are still gathering information. 

VA Representative Randal Noller said he wasn't allowed 
to comment on individual cases, but he did send the Daily 
News a “Camp Lejeune Fact Sheet” that said “veterans who 
believe that they have particular disabilities as a result of their 
service can file a compensation claim.” 

As of May 4, the VA completed 1,052 claims, 794 of 
which were denied, and currently has 1,266 claims pending 
completion, according to the fact sheet. 

The sheet also added the Agency for Toxic Substances 
and Disease Registry (ATSDR) has been studying the health 
effects of previous residents of Camp Lejeune since 1991. The 
ATSDR is currently conducting water-modeling and research 
studies on health outcomes and the VA is closely the 
monitoring the studies. 

Results from the various studies are expected to be 
available sometime between late 2012 and 2014, according to 
the fact sheet. 

“Last month, Veterans Affairs Secretary Eric Shinseki 
said providing healthcare to Camp Lejeune veterans is 
'premature'," said Ensminger via a press release. “Premature? 
We've been waiting for this for years.” 

In a letter to the president on April 20, members of the 
Veterans’ Affairs Committees in the Senate and House also 
asked for assistance in expediting the health care for veterans 
and family members exposed to the contaminated water. 

The letter, signed by Sens. Patty Murray and Richard 
Burr, as well as Congressmen Jeff Miller and Bob Filner, 
called the Lejeune water contamination “possibly the worst 
example of water contamination in our nation’s history.” 

“In your Administration’s Fiscal Year 2013 budget 
request, it was revealed that the Department of Veterans 
Affairs (VA) overestimated health care resource 
requirements,” said the committee to the president via the 
letter. “We ask that a portion of those funds, or other funds 
you can identify which can be repurposed, be reserved to 
provide care for sick Camp Lejeune veterans and family 
members.” 

The letter also noted VA Secretary Shinseki's statement 
that policy decisions could not be made until more scientific 
evidence is gathered that can link Camp Lejeune veteran’s 
illnesses to the water contamination. 

The committee, especially Burr, disagrees. 
“There is sufficient evidence to associate the water 

contamination at Camp Lejeune to illness,” Burr said May 17 
via his Facebook page. “It is time for the Department of 
Defense ( DoD ) to adequately address this issue and care for 
those who are suffering as a result.” 

In a report released May 2, the Government 
Accountability Office (GAO) called on the DoD to update 
their procedures to enable them to better address potential 
health risks from past toxic exposures. The GAO 
recommended the DoD create a policy that specifically 
outlines when it is appropriate to request new health 
assessments. 

“As was the case with the exposure at Camp Lejeune, 
installations often may not become aware of past exposures 
until long after the initial health assessment took place,” said 
Burr on his Facebook page. “The DoD must have clear 
guidance as to when they should request an additional health 
assessment.” 

According to Burr, the DoD has publicly dismissed the 
GAO’s advice. 

“Whether they are willing to admit it or not, DoD has a 
responsibility to care for the victims of water contamination at 
Camp Lejeune,” said Burr via the page. 

“We will continue our efforts to advance legislation,” said 
the committee in their letter to the president. “But we can 
expedite health care services to sick veterans if we coordinated 
our efforts. Only by working together, on a bipartisan basis, 
can we have the biggest impact on the lives of those who have 
already waited long enough.” 

Water from the Tarawa Terrace Treatment Plant, as well 
as other base water treatment centers, was contaminated by 
specific volatile organic compounds from November 1957 to 
February 1987, according to the Agency for Toxic Substances 
and Disease Registry’s most recent redacted report. 

As a result, the Marine Corps began a mass media 
outreach in 1999 to notify thousands of military families of 
their potential exposure to these chemicals while stationed on 
Camp Lejeune during the periods of known water 
contamination, according the Marine Corps Headquarters 
website. 
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NEWS OF INTEREST: 
43. House Passes Veterans Funding Bill 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 31 MAY 12) ... Andrew Taylor 

WASHINGTON — The Republican-controlled House 
approved legislation Thursday to boost health care spending 
for veterans and provide more money to compensate record 
numbers of Iraq and Afghanistan war veterans claiming 
service-related disabilities as they return home. 

The 407-12 vote reflected the traditional bipartisan 
support for veterans in Congress and efforts by Republicans to 
exempt veterans' programs from cuts felt by other domestic 
programs. 

Roughly half of the $148 billion measure is for veterans' 
pensions and disability payments over which lawmakers have 
little practical control. That includes a 20 percent, $10.5 
billion increase for such payments. 

The Associated Press reported earlier this week that 45 
percent of the 1.6 million veterans from the wars in Iraq and 
Afghanistan are now seeking compensation for injuries they 
say are service-related. About 1.2 million veterans are 
expected to file for disability claims next year, on top of a 
backlog of almost 1 million applicants. 

The measure also boosts spending for Veterans 
Administration medical services in 2014 by $2.2 billion, a 5 
percent increase that came even as the VA revealed earlier this 
year that it had overestimated medical care costs by $3 billion 
for this year and $2 billion for next. 

VA medical programs are budgeted more than a year in 
advance to insulate them from the ups and downs of the 
budget process. 

Pro-labor Republicans joined with Democrats to win 218-
198 passage of an amendment by Rep. Michael Grimm, R-
N.Y., to strip a provision that would have blocked the 

Pentagon from requiring contractors to sign project labor 
agreements to secure federal contracts. Such agreements 
require contractors to negotiate with union officials, recognize 
union wages and generally abide by collective-bargaining 
agreements. 

The veterans' measure is perhaps the most popular of the 
12 annual spending bills that Congress must pass. It had been 
expected to pass easily despite a White House veto threat that 
was issued over moves by GOP leaders to break faith with last 
summer's budget deal by cutting overall funding for agency 
operating budgets by $19 billion, almost 2 percent. 

The veto promise didn't find fault with the funding levels 
in the veterans' measure itself. Instead, it said the GOP moves 
on spending would force deep cuts to domestic programs like 
education, research and health care in subsequent legislation. 

Disability claims from Iraq and Afghanistan war veterans 
are running much higher than from veterans of prior conflicts. 
An estimated 21 percent of veterans filed claims after the first 
Gulf War in the early 1990s, government officials say. 

What's more, these new veterans are claiming a greater 
number of ailments than veterans of prior conflicts like the 
Vietnam War and World War II. 

Many factors are driving the dramatic increase in claims 
— the weak economy, more troops surviving wounds and 
more awareness of problems such as concussions and post-
traumatic stress disorder. 

Disability payments range from $127 a month for a 10 
percent disability to $2,769 for a full one. 

The measure also funds $10.6 billion in military 
construction projects. 
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44. Will U.S. Cuts Endanger Training Of Future Leaders? 
(MEDILL NEWS SERVICE 31 MAY 12) ... Andy Matarrese, 

Dwight Eisenhower, George Patton and Chester Nimitz: 
All were successful World War II military leaders — and 
alumni of the U.S. military’s professional education system. 
But there are growing concerns that looming budget cuts 
might hurt the system and, ultimately, the quality of the next 
generation of military leaders. 

The worry, according to Audrey Kurth Cronin, a former 
war and statecraft instructor at the U.S. National War College, 
is that the war colleges for senior officers as well as the 
military education system at large will have to pick up an 
inequitable share of defense budget cuts. 

“It’s understandable why people want to put resources 
toward the folks in harm’s way, because they have their lives 
on the line,” Cronin said. “On the other hand, what we have in 
the professional military education system is the strategic 
perspective and the future of our country. And when you cut 
back on that, you’re eating your seed corn.” 

Officers begin in the professional military education 
system primarily focusing on their branch and specialty. As 
they ascend in rank and responsibility, their studies widen in 

scope, leading to the senior service colleges of each branch. 
For the top echelon of officers, that usually includes a final 
stop at the war colleges. 

Each of the war colleges is slightly different, but all 
usually enroll top lieutenant colonels or colonels — captains 
and commanders for the U.S. Navy — and varying numbers of 
civilians from all over government. 

The war colleges focus on strategic decision-making at 
the 30,000-foot level. Students go through 10-month programs 
and, upon completion, earn master’s degrees. 

The expectation is that many of these students, who are 
all at the top of their peer groups, will go on to be senior 
leaders in their organizations 

‘A Lot Of Punch For Not A Lot Of Money’ 
The U.S. Defense Department’s operation and 

maintenance budget for military professional development 
programs, which includes military education, was about $1.1 
billion that year. The 2011 defense budget was $528.2 billion, 
and the White House estimated the 2012 budget at $530 
billion. The Pentagon has proposed a cut of 2.5 percent for 
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fiscal 2013, to $525 billion, and a combined total of $487 
billion in reduced spending over the next decade. 

Tom Nichols, a professor of national security at the U.S. 
Naval War College, said all government agencies are feeling 
the pressure to slim down, and the professional military 
education system is no exception — nor should it be. 
However, he added, the system provides a lot of value for 
relatively little money. 

“Military education is a lot like foreign aid: Everybody 
thinks there’s a lot of it and it’s really expensive,” he said. 
“But it’s not true. The fact of the matter is, the war colleges 
are cheap.” 

Military education at this level does — in half the time 
and at a lower price — what civilian schools are doing, he 
said, and it’s more a more efficient education because of the 
war colleges’ specific military focus. 

According to the Center for Strategic and Budgetary 
Assessments, the cost of one student’s course of study in 2012 
ranges from $57,000 at the Naval War College to $160,000 at 
the U.S. Army War College. 

“If you were to take the officers and send them to civilian 
schools to try to get them the equivalent amount of education 
in national security affairs,” he said, “they’d have to go to 
school a lot longer and pay a lot more to do it. We deliver a lot 
of punch for not a lot of money.” 

Uncertainty In 2013 
Congress is debating the defense budget for 2013, and the 

extent of possible cuts isn’t clear. The National War College’s 
budget estimates for 2013 show an 11 percent decrease from 
2012’s budget of more than $7 million. 

Bob Mahoney, dean of the U.S. Marine Corps War 
College, said the commandant of the Marine Corps has stated 
that military education is a high priority. Officials at the 
Army, Navy and Air Force’s war colleges didn’t want to guess 
at whether they’d be taking cuts or what they’d be. 

“Everyone’s scared,” Mahoney said. “But we have no 
idea exactly what’s going to happen.” 

George Reed is a dean at the University of San Diego and 
former instructor and student at the Army War College. 
“Almost never in my civilian academic role are we called 
upon to justify the existence and purpose of the institution that 
I’m teaching in,” he said. “But that happened with regularity 
at the war colleges.” 

Meanwhile, professional military education lost one of its 
most vocal advocates on Capitol Hill when Ike Skelton, 
former congressman from Missouri, lost his seat in 2010. 
Skelton led the last in-depth review of professional military 
education in 1989, and without him, said former National War 
College instructor and student Dave Maxwell, PME doesn’t 
have much of a constituency in Congress. 

Maxwell, a retired Army Special Forces colonel, called 
Skelton the “lone voice in the wilderness” who reminded 
others that the military has to invest in people, too. 

“We don’t cause jobs to be made in factories,” Maxwell 
said. “When decisions are being made on what to resource, the 
services and Congress focus on weapons systems.” 

When the position of president of the National Defense 
University, which includes the National War College, was 
reduced by one rank recently, Maxwell said he and others 
considered it a troubling sign. Vice Adm. Ann Rondeau held 
the position until she retired in April, and will be replaced by 
Army Maj. Gen. Gregg Martin. 

“From a perception standpoint, that just gives the 
appearance that there is a reduced priority on education,” 
Maxwell said. 

The office of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, which chooses the 
NDU president, did not immediately respond to questions 
about the rank reduction, but it’s conceivable the position was 
changed to counter “brass creep,” or the proliferation of 
general officers and their accompanying large paychecks. 

Setting Priorities 
The notion that NDU will somehow lose standing is 

overblown, said Ben Freeman, who investigates the issue of 
brass creep for the Project on Government Oversight. It’s 
more about internal military politics than actual effectiveness, 
he said. As for the National Defense University, Freeman said 
he found a “wonderful culture” upon a visit there. 

“Whether [the president] was a three-star or a two-star or 
a no-star, it’s not going to change that,” he said. 

The question that keeps arising, Nichols said, is whether 
there’s an adequate “return on investment,” which he said is 
virtually unanswerable for any educational institution. 

“At some point, you can’t turn education into a 
completely functional, instrumental, occupational model,” he 
said. “You have to accept that you plan things that are going to 
come to fruition later. And when budgets get tight, people 
want to know what you’re doing to kill the enemy today.” 

Joan Johnson-Freese, another professor at the Naval War 
College, said she’s concerned about what cuts might mean in a 
world were American officers face increasingly complex 
situations and must act as diplomats and social workers, as 
well as fight. 

“When decisions are being made in Washington about 
whether the United States should engage militarily abroad, or 
how to approach a challenge abroad, we have to have military 
voices at the table to offer their opinions,” she said. “Without 
this kind of education, strategic military education, they’ll be 
left out.” 
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45. No Hill Consensus On East Coast Missile Site 
(DEFENSE DAILY 01 JUN 12) ... Emelie Rutherford 

As the Pentagon casts a wary eye on a House proposal for 
a new missile-defense site on the U.S. East Coast, lawmakers 
are giving the plan mixed reviews. 

The version of the fiscal year 2013 defense authorization 
bill the Republican-controlled House passed May 18 
authorizes $100 million for planning an East Coast site after 
the Missile Defense Agency (MDA) to crafts a proposal for it, 

and also requires the Pentagon to produce an environmental-
impact statement on possible locations. 

Yet Congress is far from unified behind implanting 
missile interceptors along the eastern seaboard, which would 
complement those already in California and Alaska. 

The Democrat-led Senate Armed Services Committee 
(SASC), which will negotiate a final Pentagon policy-setting 
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authorization bill with the House, does not call for such a site. 
Panel Chairman Carl Levin (D-Mich.) has said it is not 
needed, and Ranking Member John McCain (R-Ariz.) has 
expressed skepticism about it. 

Republican leaders of the budget-setting House 
Appropriations Committee (HAC) also did not include any 
funding for East Coast interceptors in the FY '13 defense 
appropriations bill they approved May 17. 

HAC Chairman Hal Rogers (R-Ky.) said yesterday he has 
not looked into the East Coast site proposal. 

"It's something I have to take a look...if the House-passed 
(defense authorization) bill becomes law," he told Defense 
Daily. 

Rogers, whose panel writes the appropriations bill that is 
intended to set Pentagon funding but not policy, noted 
Congress is "nowhere near the end of the appropriations 
process" for FY '13 budget bills including the Pentagon's. The 
House has not taken up the HAC's bill and the Senate 
Appropriations Committee has not yet crafted its version of 
the defense appropriations bill for FY '13, which starts Oct. 1. 
Rogers, thus, said appropriators could in theory add funding 
for planning an East Coast site later this year after seeing if the 
authorization for it is in the final FY '13 defense authorization 
bill. 

"I think the authorization would have to come first on it," 
Rogers said. 

The White House, notably, has threatened to veto the 
House-passed authorization bill, and cited the East Coast 
missile site provision among its concerns (Defense Daily, May 
16). 

Rep. Norm Dicks (D-Wash.), the ranking member of the 
HAC's Defense subcommittee (HAC-D), reserved judgment 
on the eastern missile site proposal yesterday. 

"I want to see the justification before I comment on it; I 
haven't seen that yet," Dicks told reporters. He said the matter 
was not discussed when the HAC-D crafted its version of the 
defense appropriations bill. 

The East Coast site was pushed by HASC Strategic 
Forces subcommittee Chairman Michael Turner (R-Ohio) and 

supported strongly by HASC Chairman Howard "Buck" 
McKeon (R-Calif.) (Defense Daily, March 27). 

Yet not all HASC Republicans have rallied behind it. 
Rep. Roscoe Bartlett (R-Md.), a senior committee 

member, said yesterday he doesn't think East Coast 
interceptors would deflect weapons from Iran. He argued the 
nation, if and when it has the capability, would not launch a 
weapon from its soil toward the United States. 

"They know we would detect it, they know that within 30 
minutes they would be vaporized," Bartlett told Defense 
Daily. "They are not suicidal." 

He added: "I don't know the geometry, but I doubt that a 
single missile site could protect the whole coast." Thus, he 
said positioning Navy Aegis cruisers near the U.S. East Coast 
might provide better protection from any incoming missiles. 

Strategic Command chief Air Force Gen. Bob Kehler said 
in a speech Wednesday the Pentagon is looking at varied 
national missile defense options--as part of a hedging strategy 
it is crafting--including a potential East Coast interceptor 
location. 

Pentagon spokesman Capt. John Kirby told reporters 
yesterday military officials "always look very seriously at the 
broad scope of our missile-defense capabilities and how to 
make them more robust and to improve them," and the East 
Coast site is "certainly it's something that's in consideration." 

Yet he noted both Kehler and Chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff Army Gen. Martin Dempsey have said they 
"don't believe that we need that kind of a capability right 
now." 

"It's not programmed for it in the budget we just 
submitted back in February," Kirby said. "We don't believe we 
need it right now. But, just as a matter of course, we 
constantly look at ways to improve our capabilities, 
particularly in a field as dynamic and technologically 
challenging as missile defense." 

He added that the Pentagon "will follow the law." The 
East Coast location will only be in the final defense 
authorization bill if the Senate and President Barack Obama 
allow it. 
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46. Marines Expand Probe Of Urination Video 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 31 MAY 12) ... Robert Burns 

WASHINGTON -- The Marine Corps is investigating 
other possible misconduct by members of a battalion who 
drew worldwide attention when a video surfaced purporting to 
show them urinating on Afghan corpses, officials said 
Thursday. 

In disclosing that a follow-up probe is under way, Marine 
spokesman Col. Sean D. Gibson said he could not provide 
details of the possible misbehavior or say what prompted the 
decision to widen the probe. He said the follow-up began May 
15 and is to be completed by mid-June. It is headed by a 
Marine colonel. 

"There are indications of other possible misconduct 
involving the unit depicted in the video that requires another 
investigation," Gibson said. 

The disclosure in January of the video showing four 
Marines in full combat gear urinating on the bodies of three 
dead men led to a criminal investigation by the Naval 
Criminal Investigative Service as well as a Marine 

investigation of the unit involved, the 3rd Battalion, 2nd 
Marines, which fought in the southern Afghan province of 
Helmand for seven months before returning to its home base 
at Camp Lejeune, N.C., last September. 

No investigation results have been released. 
The investigation by the Naval Criminal Investigative 

Service looked at whether crimes had been committed, as well 
as the question of who created the video and posted it on the 
Internet. 

The video came to light in January, prompting U.S. 
military officials to sternly condemn the alleged acts. Defense 
Secretary Leon Panetta said he feared that it could set back 
efforts to begin reconciliation talks with the Taliban. 

On the video, which appeared on YouTube, one of the 
Marines looks down at the bodies and quipped, "Have a good 
day, buddy." 

It was one in a string of embarrassing episodes for U.S. 
forces in Afghanistan. In recent months, American troops have 
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been caught up in controversies over burning Muslim holy 
books, posing for photos with insurgents' bloodied remains 
and an alleged massacre of 17 Afghan villagers by a soldier 
now in U.S. confinement. 

Gibson said Lt. Gen. Richard Mills, head of Marine Corps 
Combat Development Command, made the decision to launch 
a follow-up investigation based on "information that came to 
light" during the initial investigation of the battalion. The 
initial probe looked at various issues including whether the 
unit's officers exercised proper leadership. 

The four Marines shown in the video are all enlisted. 
Their exact ranks have not been made public. 

Gibson said Mills decided that "further inquiry into 
possible misconduct" by members of that unit was necessary 
"to have as complete of an understanding as possible of what 
actions took place." Another official, who spoke on condition 
of anonymity because the investigation is still under way, said 
the new inquiry is focused on possible additional misconduct 
by some of the four Marines shown in the video as well as 
others in the same unit. 

The behavior in question apparently happened around the 
same time as the depiction of the Marines urinating. 
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OPINION: 
47. What Air-Sea Battle Is Not 
(AVIATION WEEK 01 JUN 12) ... Bill Sweetman 

Last month, the U.S. chief of naval operations, Adm. 
Jonathan Greenert, wrote that his Navy should support the 
U.S. Air Force’s plan to develop a new bomber. This followed 
the endorsement by his opposite number, USAF Gen. Norton 
Schwartz, of the Navy’s plan for more nuclear attack 
submarines. 

In other news, the Pentagon turned bright orange, floated 
in the air and started drifting with the breeze in the direction of 
Tyson’s Corner, Va. 

The Air-Sea Battle (ASB) philosophy, an initiative long 
in the making and (finally) fully backed by both Navy and Air 
Force leaders, is an important and sensible development. As 
such, it disturbs a lot of people (not just outside the lead 
services) and they are trying to destroy it. 

There is a lesson here from the design of stealthy 
warships. What usually ruins them is not weak basic design—
for goodness sake, you’re just trying to blend into sea clutter, 
not vanish in a blue sky—but accretions like bridge wings and 
deck lockers that traditional shipbuilders will bolt on while the 
signatures group is not looking. Likewise, the best way to kill 
an idea in Washington is to weld all sorts of notions and 
concepts onto it until its own creators don’t recognize it. 

That makes it important to list the things that ASB is not. 
It’s not about China. It is intended to counter anti-

access/area denial (A2/AD) strategy, tactics and weapons, 
which are being and will be employed by any nation wanting 
to throw its weight around in its region. ASB tools work in 
any such situation. Yes, China is a benchmark, because China 
is spending more than anyone else on hardware that makes 
A2/AD possible. Even the J-20 stealth fighter, from its size 
and shape, looks like it is aimed at the airborne intelligence, 
surveillance and reconnaissance (ISR) systems and tankers 
without which operations in China’s front yard are impossible. 

Everyone knows containing China is not possible. Nor is 
it a matter of “encircling” China—as some Chinese 
commentators like to put it—because encirclement is in the 
mind of the encircled. A powerful, culturally insular and 
potentially unstable nation can make all its neighbors nervous, 
and that can draw them together. 

ASB is not about cutting the Army and the Marine Corps 
out of the fight, or (more importantly from some people’s 
viewpoints) out of the budget. Quite the reverse: If the Navy 
and Air Force can’t get into a given area when required, the 
ground-pounders certainly can’t, let alone “take and hold 
ground”, with a long, vulnerable logistics chain. 

There may be a “take and hold” element to an ASB-led 
campaign. However, the trap to avoid is that of insisting that 
all ASB scenarios include a heavy land-combat element. In 
many cases that may be impossible, undesirable or avoidable. 

ASB is not about justifying new major programs, 
although it will be part of a relevance test for new and 
continued efforts. The top layer of the concept, as one planner 
puts it, is “the question with one answer—should the Air 
Force and the Navy learn to work better together?” It is about 
routinely operating jointly rather than inventing a new joint 
concept of operations for each new crisis. 

The next layer involves information, with the Navy and 
Air Force working together on the challenging task of 
connecting the world of stealth, with its submarine-like 
emphasis on transmitting as little and as seldom as possible, 
with the larger force and its need for data—all in a jammed 
environment. The starting point here is not even hardware, but 
a common language that communicates as much as possible 
with the least emissions. 

ASB should lead to the combination or coalescing of 
some programs. For example, with the Navy leading the 
development of tactical air-to-surface weapons while the Air 
Force heads the management of air-combat missiles. The same 
could well apply in ISR. One litmus test could be the Air 
Force’s reception of the Navy’s Advanced Airborne Sensor, 
which turns the P-8A Poseidon into a replacement for the Air 
Force’s E-8C Joint Stars. 

Above all, ASB is not about wrestling the rest of the force 
over to the Navy or Air Force point of view. The first struggle, 
and the most difficult, will be for the chiefs to persuade their 
own subordinates that it is real, and part of the future. The rest 
should be comparatively easy. 
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48. “Delicate Dance” For Panetta In China’s Backyard 
(TIME 31 MAY 12) ... Kirk Spitzer 

TOKYO – When U.S. Defense Secretary Leon Panetta 
arrives in Singapore this week to talk about containing China 
– and that’s really what this trip is all about — he’ll find 
plenty of support from friends in the region. But that might not 
make his job any easier. Allies old and new will be looking for 
assurances that America’s “pivot” to the Asia-Pacific region is 
more than just rhetoric and that the U.S. will help them stand 
up to an increasingly powerful and demanding China. 

“It’s going to be a delicate dance,” says Brad Glosserman, 
executive director of the Pacific Forum CSIS, in Honolulu. 
“You want to send a message to your allies that you support 
them, but without emboldening them. We don’t want to send 
the signal that we are using proxies to bait the bear. But at the 
same time, we don’t want to give the impression that we are 
somehow deferring to China. So Panetta’s job will be to walk 
that fine line.” 

Panetta and other top U.S. defense officials will arrive as 
an armed standoff between China and the Philippines over a 
disputed fishing reef enters its seventh week. China claims 
sovereignty over vast tracts of the South China and East China 
seas already claimed or controlled by six other countries. 

A U.S. nuclear-powered submarine made a highly 
publicized port stop at Subic Bay earlier this month, and 
Philippines officials are expected to ask Panetta for a squadron 
of F-16 fighters, a Coast Guard cutter, and other concrete 
demonstrations of support when they meet at the Shangri-La 
Dialogue defense conference in Singapore. 

Panetta is also scheduled to meet with defense leaders 
from Japan, Singapore, Malaysia, Brunei and other nations 
during the conference, which begins Friday and last through 
the weekend. He may meet there with officials from China. 
After Singapore, Panetta is scheduled to spend two days each 
in Vietnam and India. 

It will be his first trip to the region since the Pentagon 
announced its “pivot” to Asia earlier this year. He’ll be 
accompanied by the Chairman of the U.S. Joint Chiefs of Staff 
and the commander of the U.S. Pacific Command — next to a 
presidential visit, that’s about as high-powered as it gets. 

China’s rising ambitions and territorial claims throughout 
the region, and planned cuts in U.S. defense spending, will 
provide the backdrop for the talks. While regional officials 
will be looking for Panetta to say all the right things, they’ll be 
looking for actions, as well. 

The U.S. has already agreed to station Marines in 
Australia and new Littoral Combat Ships in Singapore. Talks 
are underway with the Philippines to allow access to bases 
there for U.S. troops and ships. Vietnam is expected to ask for 
radar and anti-aircraft defenses and for defense-related 
infrastructure and training. India may ask for an increase in 
joint-training exercises and to re-open talks to buy F-35 
fighters planes. 

The U.S. will have to decide case-by-case what’s in the 
U.S. and partners’ best interests, but already Panetta appears 
to be setting a tough tone. With a clear nod towards China, he 
told graduates at the U.S. Naval Academy this week that 
despite planned defense cuts, the U.S. is prepared to “defeat 
any opponent, any time, any where.” 

“America’s future prosperity and security are tied to our 
ability to advance peace and security along the arc extending 
from the Western Pacific and East Asia into the Indian Ocean 
and South Asia,” Panetta said. 

That does not mean Panetta will be looking to ring the 
region with U.S. bases, however, or that every country in the 
region would welcome that, says Raoul Heinrichs, of the 
Australian National University’s Strategic and Defence 
Studies Centre, in Canberra. 

“It’s a complicated picture out here. In broad terms, 
people want from the U.S. what they’ve had for a long time – 
that is, to prevent the domination of the region by any other 
power, and now that’s increasingly China,” Heinrichs says. 
“But it would be a mistake to think that everybody is simply 
lining up behind the U.S. and that they will accommodate 
every U.S. preference.” 

And that could make for a full dance card for Panetta. 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Secretary Mabus To Address The Fleet 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 29 FEB 12) ... Secretary of the Navy Public Affairs 

WASHINGTON -- Secretary of the Navy, Ray Mabus, will address the Navy and Marine Corps team from Norfolk, Va. on board 
USS Bataan (LHD 5), March 5. 

 
2. Obama Salutes Iraq War Vets At White House Dinner 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 29 FEB 12) ... Nancy Benac 

WASHINGTON — With a formal dinner for the few, President Barack Obama on Wednesday paid solemn tribute to the many. 
 

3. U.S. Navy Seabee Invited To White House 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 29 FEB 12) ... Chief Mass Communication Specialist Scott B. Boyle, 25th Naval Construction Regiment 
Public Affairs 

WASHINGTON -- A Navy Seabee was invited to a White House dinner hosted by President and Mrs. Obama Feb. 29 to express 
the nation's gratitude to, and recognize the significant contributions of, the men and women in uniform who served in Operations Iraqi 
Freedom and New Dawn, and their families. 

 
4. Transition Benefits: Sailors Can Link With Assistance 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 29 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Andrea Perez, Navy Personnel Command Public 
Affairs 

MILLINGTON, Tenn. -- Transition benefits available to Sailors affected by the Enlisted Retention Board (ERB) are proving to be 
a valuable resource, officials said Feb. 29. 

 
5. Enlisted Retention Board Process Explained 
(NAVY LIVE 29 FEB 12) ... Fleet Master Chief Scott Benning, Chief of Naval Personnel and Navy Total Force Command Fleet 
Master Chief 

Over the past few years, we have had to make some difficult, but necessary choices to balance our force. Our Navy has felt the 
effects of record-high retention in several ratings, under manning in other key ratings, force structure changes and decisions required 
to meet changing platforms and manning requirements. To meet our global mission by filling billets at sea and manning the Fleet with 
the right mix of Sailors, we needed to use a combination of force-shaping methods. 

 

CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
6. NATO Commanders Visit USS Laboon 
(WAVY NBC NORFOLK 29 FEB 12) ... Art Kohn 

NORFOLK, Va. - According to the North Atlantic Treaty Organization, more than 30 countries have or are acquiring ballistic 
missiles. 

 
7. Philippines, U.S. To Hold War Games In South China Sea 
(GULF NEWS (UAE) 29 FEB 12) 

MANILA - The Philippines will hold joint war games with the United States in March at the same time that the department of 
energy will award to private firms oil exploration contracts in several areas including an offshore area in the South China Sea which is 
contested by China, sources said. 
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8. USS Patriot Awarded Sixth Consecutive Battle "E" 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 01 MAR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Devon Dow, Navy Public Affairs Support Element 
West Det. Japan 

USS PATRIOT, At Sea -- Commander, Naval Surface Forces announced mine countermeasures ship USS Patriot (MCM 7) is the 
winner of the 2011 Battle Effectiveness (Battle "E") Award for Commander, Mine Countermeasures Squadron 7, Feb. 28. 

 
9. Seabees, Marines And Indonesian Engineers Refurbish School And Clinic In Haiti 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 01 MAR 12) ... Lt. Matthew Comer, Southern Partnership Station Public Affairs 

CARACOL, Haiti -- Navy Mobile Construction Battalion (NMCB 23) Seabees and U.S Marines from High Speed Vessel (HSV) 
2 Swift partnered with an Indonesian army, navy, and air force construction company to complete improvements on a school and 
dispensary in Caracol, Haiti, Feb. 29. 

 
10. USS Simpson Bids Farewell To First APS Shipriders 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 29 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Felicito Rustique, Commander, U.S. Naval Forces 
Europe-Commander, U.S. Naval Forces Africa/Commander, U.S. 6th Fleet Public Affairs 

LAGOS, Nigeria -- African sailors who spent 27 days aboard guided-missile frigate USS Simpson (FFG 56) as part of Africa 
Partnership Station (APS) 2012, departed Simpson, Feb. 27. 

 
11. Marines Conduct Fleet Anti-Terrorism Security Team Exercise 2012 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 29 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class James Norman, Commander, U.S. 7th Fleet Public 
Affairs 

CAMP RODRIGUEZ, Korea -- Marines assigned to Fleet Anti-terrorism Security Team Pacific (FASTPAC) 2nd Company, 2nd 
Platoon started training at Camp Rodriguez Live Fire Complex Feb. 27, as part of FAST Exercise 2012. 

 

GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
12. Obama Administration To Confront Syria Crisis On Capitol Hill 
(U.S. NEWS & WORLD REPORT 29 FEB 12) ... John T. Bennett 

The Obama administration, after months of carefully worded statements, is sending senior officials to Capitol Hill for hours of 
testimony about the unrest in Syria. But when they arrive, they will find lawmakers who are all over the place about what-if anything-
Washington should do. 

 
13. Israel, U.S. Officials To Discuss Iran Tensions 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 29 FEB 12) ... Amy Teibel 

JERUSALEM — Israel’s prime minister sets off this week on a U.S. visit clouded by a deepening rift with Washington, which is 
pressing Israel to hold off on any attack against Iran’s suspect nuclear program. 

 
14. Hill Turns Up Heat On White House Over 'Law Of The Sea' 
(AOL DEFENSE 29 FEB 12) ... Carlo Munoz 

CAPITOL HILL - Debate over a little-known international maritime treaty is heating up on Capitol Hill in light of the Pentagon's 
military buildup in the Western Pacific. 

 
15. Genetic Algorithms Let Chinese Drones Hunt Submarines 
(NEW SCIENTIST 28 FEB 12) ... Paul Marks 

Chinese navy researchers have revealed how they plan to hunt submarines using ship-launched uncrewed air vehicles (UAVs). 
 

16. North Korea Pledges New Nuke Freeze 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 01 MAR 12) ... Jay Solomon and Evan Ramstad 

An agreement between the U.S. and North Korea on freezing North Korea's nuclear weapons program, the first diplomatic 
breakthrough between the two countries since 2007, raised new hopes of broader negotiations on disarmament and peace—along with 
fears the deal will join others that Pyongyang has broken over the past 20 years. 

 
17. Korea To Forge Ahead With Jeju Naval Base 
(KOREA HERALD 29 FEB 12) ... Choi He-suk 

The government will go ahead with the construction of the Jeju naval base according to schedule but with small changes to its 
layout and operations, the Prime Minister’s Office announced Wednesday. 
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18. Japan: Delays, Price Jumps Jeopardize F-35 Order 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 29 FEB 12) 

TOKYO — Japan’s defense chief said Feb. 29 the country may cancel its $4.7 billion order for the U.S.-built F-35 stealth jet if 
Washington fails to stick to the proposed price and deadlines. 

 
19. Pirates Held Pakistanis As Slaves: Danish Navy 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 01 MAR 12) 

COPENHAGEN - The Iranian and Pakistani crew of a hijacked cargo ship were treated like slaves by Somali pirates before their 
release in a deadly rescue operation, Denmark’s navy said on Wednesday. 

 
20. U.S. General: 3 Africa Terror Groups May Collaborate 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 29 FEB 12) ... Lolita C. Baldor 

WASHINGTON — Terrorist groups in Somalia, North Africa and Nigeria are eyeing ways to coordinate their training, funding 
and terror activities, triggering increased U.S. national security worries, the top American commander for Africa told Congress on 
Wednesday. 

 
21. India To Build Two More Nuclear Powered Submarines 
(INDIAN DEFENCE NEWS 29 FEB 12) 

As the induction of the first locally built Indian nuclear powered submarine, INS Arihant is almost complete, the Indian 
government has decided to build two more of its type. Right now, only five superpowers, including U.S., Russia, France, Germany 
and UK are having locally built nuclear submarines. India is expected to join the elite league within a short time, as the trials are 
almost completed for the INS Arihant. 

 
22. France, U.K. Bolster Weapon Efforts 
(AVIATION WEEK 29 FEB 12) ... Robert Wall 

LONDON - At the highest level politically, it may be merely a marriage of necessity. But the commitments made by the U.K. and 
France to precision weapons and unmanned aircraft projects provide the most significant boost yet to the countries’ defense industry 
since fiscal concerns gripped Paris and London. 

 
23. New U.K. Helicopter Completes Sea Trials 
(DEFENSE NEWS 29 FEB 12) ... Alan Dron 

The U.K. Royal Navy’s new Wildcat helicopter has completed two 10-day sessions on board the frigate Iron Duke and marked a 
milestone in the Fleet Air Arm’s trials and training program for the next-generation multi-role aircraft. 

 

PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
24. Who Will Stand Your Watch 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 29 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class LaTunya Howard, Navy Personnel Command 
Public Affairs 

MILLINGTON, Tenn. -- 'Who Will Stand Your Watch' is a new substance abuse prevention campaign recently launched by the 
Navy Alcohol and Drug Abuse Prevention (NADAP) office officials said Feb 28. 

 
25. Navy Adopts Domino Strategy On How To Drink Responsibly 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 29 FEB 12) ... Navy Personnel Command Public Affairs 

MILLINGTON, Tenn. -- Navy Alcohol and Drug Abuse Prevention (NADAP) Office launched the "Domino Strategy on How to 
Drink Responsibly" campaign, Navy officials said Feb. 29. 

 
26. Stennis Coming Home: Sailors, Families Get Re-Acquainted 
(KITSAP (WA) SUN 29 FEB 12) ... Ed Friedrich 

PACIFIC OCEAN — A Tiger Cruise is more than goofing off on an aircraft carrier, though there's plenty of that. It is a Navy 
tradition in which family members are invited along for the last leg of a trip so they can reunite with their Sailors. 

 
27. Travel Industry Promises Jobs To Vets 
(USA TODAY 01 MAR 12) 

The travel industry is promising to create nearly 3,000 jobs for veterans and military spouses by 2014 as part of a program 
announced Wednesday by Michelle Obama. 
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28. Norfolk Midshipman Awarded Prestigious Scholarship 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 29 FEB 12) ... Corinne Reilly 

A U.S. Naval Academy midshipman from Norfolk has been awarded the prestigious Gates Cambridge Scholarship, the academy 
announced this afternoon. 

 
29. Jury: Sailor Not Guilty In Peace Corps Rape Trial 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 29 FEB 12) ... Brock Vergakis 

NORFOLK, Va. — A military jury found a Navy special warfare Sailor not guilty late Wednesday of raping a Peace Corps 
volunteer in Uganda multiple times after he refused to wear a condom. 

 
30. Navy Fires Cheatham Annex-Based CMC 
(NAVY TIMES 29 FEB 12) ... William H. McMichael 

The command master chief of Navy Expeditionary Logistics Support Group was fired at admiral’s mast late Tuesday afternoon 
for fraternization with two of his chief petty officers and other infractions, the Navy confirmed this evening. 

 

FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
31. Panetta: Sequestration Planning Could Begin This Summer 
(DEFENSE NEWS 29 FEB 12) ... Kate Brannen 

Defense Secretary Leon Panetta told lawmakers that the Pentagon would begin planning for the potential automatic spending cuts 
that would come with sequestration this summer if Congress does not act before then. 

 
32. Cuts In Europe Are 'Manageable' Risk, EUCOM Commander Says 
(STARS AND STRIPES 29 FEB 12) ... John Vandiver 

STUTTGART, Germany — While reducing the U.S. troop presence in Europe will mean assuming some additional risks, new 
measures such as a decision to deploy V-22s to Europe will help the military maintain its ability to respond quickly to a crisis in the 
region, the head of U.S. European Command told a congressional committee Wednesday. 

 
33. Admiral Warns Of 'Burning' Out Ships, Aircraft 
(DEFENSE DAILY 01 MAR 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

The Navy cannot continue operating at the current worldwide tempo without putting at risk the expected lifetimes of its ships and 
aircraft, a top admiral warned yesterday. 

 
34. BIW Gets $663M Contract For New Destroyer 
(BANGOR (ME) DAILY NEWS 29 FEB 12) ... Matt Wickenheiser 

The U.S. Navy has awarded Maine’s Bath Iron Works a $663 million contract to build the next destroyer in the resurrected 
Arleigh Burke program. 

 
35. DoD Buying Power Could Fuel Clean Energy Initiatives 
(DEFENSE NEWS 29 FEB 12) ... Dave Majumdar 

Former President Bill Clinton said the United States could leverage the U.S. military’s research and development efforts to further 
the adoption of clean energy technologies. 

 

BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
36. Navy Still Plans To Move Carrier To Florida 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 01 MAR 12) ... Bill Bartel 

The Navy may have pulled back plans to relocate a Norfolk-based aircraft carrier to Florida, but it's not giving up, according to 
Navy Secretary Ray Mabus. 

 
37. Carrier Relocation ‘Not An End, Just A Deferral’ 
(JACKSONVILLE (FL) DAILY RECORD 29 FEB 12) ... Joe Wilhelm Jr. 

U.S. Secretary of the Navy Ray Mabus assured Jacksonville leaders Tuesday that moving a nuclear-powered aircraft carrier to 
Naval Station Mayport has only been deferred and in the meantime the Navy will send an amphibious ready group. 

 
38. NAVSUP Fleet Logistics Centers Earn Top CNO Environmental Awards 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 01 MAR 12) ... H. Sam Samuelson, NAVSUP Global Logistics Support Corporate Communications 

SAN DIEGO -- NAVSUP Fleet Logistics Centers (FLC) Pearl Harbor and Puget Sound were top winners in the 2011 Chief of 
Naval Operations Environmental Awards announced Feb. 28. 
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39. U.S. Military And Diplomatic Officials Discuss Way Ahead In Europe 
(STARS AND STRIPES 29 FEB 12) ... Jennifer H. Svan 

RAMSTEIN AIR BASE, Germany — More than 500 U.S. military representatives and diplomatic officials posted at embassies 
and government agencies throughout Europe met for a series of conferences here this week to discuss force posture, strategy and the 
way ahead in light of the Pentagon’s new defense guidance. 

 
40. U.S. To Keep 2 Marine Units In Okinawa 
Command element seen vital to frontline 
(YOMIUIRI SHIMBUN 01 MAR 12) 

The United States is set to maintain the command element of the U.S. Marine Corps' III Marine Expeditionary Force (MEF) in 
Okinawa Prefecture as part of a review of a 2006 Japan-U.S. agreement on the realignment of U.S. forces, it has been learned. 

 
41. Economy Suffers As Guam Waits For U.S. Marines 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 29 FEB 12) ... Mar-Vic Cagurangan 

HAGATNA, Guam — Row upon row of dormitories lie empty at the Ukudu housing complex in northern Guam amid uncertainty 
over U.S. plans to relocate thousands of Marines from Japan to the Pacific island nation. 

 
42. Naval Air Station Jacksonville Warfighters Recognized At Daytona 500 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 29 FEB 12) ... Miriam S. Gallet, Naval Air Station Jacksonville Public Affairs Officer 

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. -- During pre-race ceremonies, 41 Sailors from Naval Air Station Jacksonville, a Marine from Blount 
Island Command, and an airman from 366 Air Force Recruiting Squadron, were honored alongside 43 top NASCAR drivers at the 
Daytona 500, also known as "The Great American Race," Feb. 26. 

 

NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
43. Theme For Troops At Iraq War Dinner: ‘Humbled’ 
(NAVY TIMES 29 FEB 12) ... Gina Harkins 

Getting a phone call that you have a dinner scheduled with the president in the White House’s East Room might sound like a 
prank — and that’s what many Iraq war veterans thought when they got that call. 

 
44. Admiral From South River Attends White House Dinner For Iraq Veterans 
(MIDDLESEX COUNTY (NJ) NEWS 29 FEB 12) ... Malia Rulon Herman 

WASHINGTON — A naval officer who credits the Jersey Shore with his love of the ocean was among 78 service members 
invited to a dinner at the White House on Wednesday to express the nation’s gratitude to those who served in Iraq. 

 
45. Marine Corps’ Top General Hospitalized 
(MARINE CORPS TIMES 29 FEB 12) ... Gina Cavallaro 

The Marine Corps’ top general underwent back surgery Wednesday and is recovering at Walter Reed National Military Medical 
Center in Bethesda, Md., Marine Corps Times has learned. 

 
46. Group Plans To Honor Iraq, Afghanistan War Vets 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 29 FEB 12) ... Brett Zongker 

WASHINGTON — It took almost 60 years for World War II veterans to get a monument in Washington. The Vietnam Veterans 
Memorial opened less than a decade after their war ended. Now with the Iraq war just over, and Afghanistan continuing, there are 
already plans to honor those veterans in a new National Mall tribute in the works. 

 
47. Military Struggles To Identify False Valor, Lacks Award-Recipient Database 
(GOVERNMENT EXECUTIVE 29 FEB 12) ... Andrew Lapin 

House representatives admonished the U.S. military at a congressional hearing Wednesday for its inability to build a searchable 
online database of service members who have received medals or decorations. 

 
48. Mark Wahlberg To Be Lone Survivor? 
(UK PRESS ASSOCIATION 29 FEB 12) 

Mark Wahlberg could be getting into uniform to play a Navy SEAL in war thriller Lone Survivor. 
 

49. Navy SEALs: Tiger Did Not Train With Us 
 (FOX SPORTS 29 FEB 12) ... Robert Lusetich 

The Navy SEALs deny that Tiger Woods trained with them, and had no indication that he wanted to quit golf to join the elite 
fighting unit. 
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50. Navy Partners With Facebook For Initial Timeline Rollout 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 29 FEB 12) ... Defense Media Activity - Navy 

WASHINGTON -- The Navy Facebook page launched a new interface Feb. 29, changing the way fans engage and interact on the 
site. 

 

OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
51. A Lot To Learn From A Whole Lot Of Budget Hearings 
(WASHINGTON POST 01 MAR 12) ... Walter Pincus, 

Congressional hearings on the defense budget can be a bore, and there are so many of them — 11 so far this week. 
 

52. Israel’s Last Chance To Strike Iran 
(NEW YORK TIMES 29 FEB 12) ... Amos Yadlin 

On July 7, 1981, I was one of eight Israeli fighter pilots who bombed the Iraqi nuclear reactor at Osirak. As we sat in the briefing 
room listening to the army chief of staff, Rafael Eitan, before starting our planes’ engines, I recalled a conversation a week earlier 
when he’d asked us to voice any concerns about our mission. 

 

BBLLOOGGSS::  
53. EXCERPTS FROM BLOGS AROUND THE WORLD 
(PUBLISHED 27 FEB – 01 MAR 12) 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Secretary Mabus To Address The Fleet 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 29 FEB 12) ... Secretary of the Navy Public Affairs 

WASHINGTON -- Secretary of the Navy, Ray Mabus, 
will address the Navy and Marine Corps team from Norfolk, 
Va. on board USS Bataan (LHD 5), March 5. 

This worldwide all hands call will be televised and web-
streamed live to announce to the fleet a new program designed 
to maximize Sailor and Marine personal readiness to build 
resiliency and to hone the most combat effective force in the 
history of the Department of Navy. 

Personnel across the globe can watch the Secretary's 
remarks live on American Forces Network, the Pentagon 
Channel (www.pentagonchannel.mil), Direct-to-Sailor (DTS) 
or streaming on the Navy's and Marine Corps' Facebook 
pages, www.navy.mil and the Defense Video and Imagery 

Distribution System (DVIDS) (www.dvidshub.net) at 3:00 
p.m. EST. 

Following his remarks, the secretary and Navy and 
Marine Corps senior leadership will answer questions from the 
audience, as well as questions from those watching throughout 
the Fleet. Sailors and Marines can submit their questions live 
through the Navy's and Marine Corps' Facebook pages, or in 
advance by E-mailing them to USNtownhall@gmail.com. 
Electronically submitted questions will need the name, rank 
and command of the person submitting them. 

You can find Navy's Facebook page at 
www.facebook.com/USNavy and the Marine Corps' at 
www.facebook.com/marinecorps. 

Return to Index 
 

2. Obama Salutes Iraq War Vets At White House Dinner 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 29 FEB 12) ... Nancy Benac 

WASHINGTON — With a formal dinner for the few, 
President Barack Obama on Wednesday paid solemn tribute to 
the many. 

The president who opposed the Iraq war from its outset 
thanked those who fought its battles by sitting down to a 
candlelit meal with a small cross section of the million-plus 
who served there over the past nine years. 

Looking out over a sea of dress uniforms sparkling with 
medals attesting to years of wartime strife, Obama told the 
gathering: "In a culture that celebrates fame and fortune, yours 
are not necessarily household names. You are something 
more: the patriots who served in our name. And after nearly 
nine years in Iraq, tonight is an opportunity to express our 
gratitude and to say once more, welcome home." 

The faces of war were reflected in the 200 veterans and 
their guests who gathered in the East Room to dine on aged 
rib-eye steak, potato croquettes and chocolate crème brulee. 
They came from all 50 states, the District of Columbia and 
U.S. territories, and spanned generations, gender and all five 
branches of the military. 

There was a 24-year-old Sailor from Colorado, Petty 
Officer 3rd Class Max R. Rohn, who spent just five months in 
Iraq before losing part of his right leg in a blast. There was a 
31-year-old Air Force sergeant from Georgia, J.H. Smith, who 
deployed to Iraq six times in five years and won the 
Distinguished Flying Cross. 

The first person injured in the war, Marine Staff Sgt. Eric 
Alva of Texas, also was there. Alva, 41, had a leg amputated 
after stepping on a land mine just hours after the war began in 
2003. He later revealed that he was gay and became a 
prominent advocate for ending the military's ban on openly 
gay service members. 

Seated prominently at Michelle Obama's side was Kim 
Felts of Fayetteville, N.C. Her husband, Army Col. Thomas H. 
Felts, 45, spent more than two decades in the military but had 
never served in combat before he volunteered to go to Iraq. He 
died in 2006 when a bomb exploded near his vehicle in 
Baghdad. 

In all, nearly 4,500 Americans died in the Iraq war. 

The president paid tribute to all those assembled — 
service members and loved ones alike — for their sacrifice 
and devotion to country, comrades and family. Taking note of 
Vietnam veterans who often didn't get the recognition they 
deserved, Obama said, "That's a mistake that we must never 
repeat." 

At a reception before the dinner, guests traded war stories 
and compared notes on their deployments. 

"It's neat to see the broad swath that the military cuts 
through our society," said Army Lt. Col. Beth Behn, who 
served two tours in Iraq. 

Felts, who brought along two of her four children, said the 
dinner was a fitting way to remember her husband, who 
"always enjoyed a good celebration." She also cast the dinner 
as an apt way to express the nation's thanks to Iraq veterans at 
a time when other American troops — about 89,000 — still 
are in harm's way in Afghanistan. 

"It's a pretty grand affair, in my opinion," she said, adding 
that bigger events would be appropriate once all the service 
members are home from Afghanistan. 

But some veterans already are pushing for a more 
expansive national expression of gratitude. 

"One meal isn't nearly enough to extend the entire nation's 
gratitude," said Paul Rieckhoff, executive director of Iraq and 
Afghanistan Veterans of America. "Across the country, 
millions of Americans want to join the president and first lady 
in thanking Iraq veterans and their families." 

Rieckhoff said in a written statement he was giving his 
seat at the dinner to Iraq veteran Angela Peacock, who 
suffered from post-traumatic stress disorder after the war and 
recently helped lead veterans in a big welcome-home parade 
in St. Louis. 

The veterans' group has issued an open letter calling on 
the president to designate a National Day of Action to honor 
Iraq veterans with special events around the country. 

The Pentagon, for its part, says it would be inappropriate 
to have a big national-level event like a parade when so many 
still are serving in combat operations in Afghanistan. Many of 
those just home from Iraq no doubt will turn around and go to 
Afghanistan before combat there wraps up at the end of 2014. 
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In all, 2.38 million Americans have served in the Iraq and 
Afghanistan wars so far. More than 1 million have deployed 
more than once. 

Marine Sgt. Maj. Bryan Battaglia, the senior enlisted 
adviser to the chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, said 
communities around the nation already are finding ways to 
thank the troops, and expressed hope the White House dinner 
"will only catapult other communities and townships to 
conduct their individual celebrations." 

As for a national-scale event, he said, "would we really 
want troops overseas still engaged in the defense of our nation 
in the quantity that they are now, and celebrate back here?" 

The closest historical parallel to Wednesday's black-tie 
dinner was Richard Nixon's gala honoring former Vietnam 
POWs in 1973. That was a much more extravagant event, the 
largest sit-down dinner in White House history. About 1,300 
guests filled a huge red-and-yellow striped tent on the South 
Lawn for dinner and entertainment by Bob Hope, John 
Wayne, Sammy Davis Jr., Irving Berlin and other celebrities. 

Veterans had the run of Nixon's White House, even 
posing for pictures on the bed in the Lincoln Bedroom. The 
day also gave a personal boost to Nixon, then under the cloud 
of the Watergate investigation. 

Obama, for his part, has missed no opportunity to 
celebrate the end of an unpopular war, with frequent speeches, 
visits to troops and promises to ensure favorable treatment for 
returning veterans. 

In the process, he has been able to underscore that the war 
ended on his watch — just as candidate Obama had promised. 

Broadcast Clip - White House Dinner Invitation 
(WTTG FOX DC 29 FEB 12) 
A local Sailor was chosen to be honored at a White House 

dinner tonight that will recognize the contribution of the U.S. 
military and military families to Operation Iraqi Freedom and 
also Operation New Dawn and Petty Officer Second Class 
Terry Legion son joins us she will be there tonight as well. 

View Clip (RT: 3:02) 

Return to Index 
 

3. U.S. Navy Seabee Invited To White House 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 29 FEB 12) ... Chief Mass Communication Specialist Scott B. Boyle, 25th Naval Construction Regiment 
Public Affairs 

WASHINGTON -- A Navy Seabee was invited to a 
White House dinner hosted by President and Mrs. Obama Feb. 
29 to express the nation's gratitude to, and recognize the 
significant contributions of, the men and women in uniform 
who served in Operations Iraqi Freedom and New Dawn, and 
their families. 

Chief Steelworker (SCW) Bradley A. VanHorn, from 
Construction Battalion Maintenance Unit 202, Detachment 
Washington D.C., is the only Seabee attending the event. He is 
among 78 service members invited to the dinner. The 13-year 
Navy veteran served two tours in Iraq, one with the Multi-
National Security Transition Command and one at the U.S. 
Embassy in Baghdad. 

VanHorn said he knew something was going on because 
names were submitted from everyone in his command who 
had served boots-on-ground in Iraq and the additional 
information the command was asking for was intriguing. 

"I was really expecting everyone who was submitted to be 
part of the mysterious event," he said. "I was in shock to find 
out that I was the only one from my command to get the 
golden ticket to this once-in-a-lifetime dinner." 

When an envelope arrived in the mail, he said he knew it 
was something special. 

"When I got the invitation in the mail addressed from the 
White House, with very fancy handwriting on it, I read what 
was inside and got on the phone to call everyone in my 
family," VanHorn said. 

Service members were selected to represent the American 
people who comprise the military. They come from across 

America; from all states and territories, many backgrounds 
and from all ranks and services. VanHorn, originally from 
Cave Creek, Ariz., will represent his adopted home state of 
Washington, where he owns a home and plans to live after he 
retires from the Navy. 

VanHorn said he doesn't think he did anything special to 
be selected, but that it is a great honor. 

"There have been thousands of veterans who have 
sacrificed and served just like I did; and I thank them and their 
families for their service as well," he said. "All of them 
deserve a chance to tell a story about going to the White 
House for their sacrifices as well." 

VanHorn said he is especially proud to represent the 
Seabees, as well as his family's history of military service. 

"Serving as a Seabee like my grandfather, in the Navy 
like my uncle and father, is something that brings us closer 
than we ever could have been if I never joined," he said. "I 
feel the same way about all of my fellow Seabees, service 
members and all veterans who have ever sacrificed for this 
country and I'm just one small part of something that I believe 
in." 

A plaque in front of the Seabee Memorial reads: 'With 
compassion for others we build, we fight, for peace with 
freedom.' 

"To be able to live by a code that you believe to be true, 
to help guide your decisions, is something not everyone can do 
and I'm proud to be able to do so," VanHorn said. 

Return to Index 
 

4. Transition Benefits: Sailors Can Link With Assistance 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 29 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Andrea Perez, Navy Personnel Command Public 
Affairs 

MILLINGTON, Tenn. -- Transition benefits available to 
Sailors affected by the Enlisted Retention Board (ERB) are 
proving to be a valuable resource, officials said Feb. 29. 

"We know that the transition for Sailors and family 
members to civilian life may be challenging and we're 
committed to providing a full range of transition services and 
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outreach," said Vice Adm. Scott R. Van Buskirk, chief of 
naval personnel. "Our goal is to have real touch points with 
our Sailors to provide important information in a personal 
manner that will help make their transition more successful 
and less stressful." 

About a third of ERB separating Sailors have connected 
with the outplacement consulting firm of Challenger, Gray and 
Christmas, Inc. (CGC) since January. More than 1,300 Sailors 
have responded and enrolled via the CGC website and toll free 
number. Enrolled Sailors are receiving resume and interview 
preparation, customized job search and placement assistance 
to obtain civilian employment. 

"Leadership must be proactive in ensuring their Sailors 
affected by the ERB are engaged with the outplacement firm. 
If ERB separating Sailors haven't been contacted by CGC, 
commanding officers and command master chiefs should help 
Sailors connect with this service as soon as possible," said 
Van Buskirk. 

While CGC is trying to contact all ERB Sailors, Sailors 
are encouraged to reach out to CGC by phone or email. They 
can be reached toll free at 1-800-971-4288 or emailed at 
CGCUSNavy@challengergray.com. Sailors who have been 
contacted by CGC and have a password for web access, can 
enroll at www.challengeressentials.com. 

Other outreach includes the Navy's Career Transition 
Office (CTO), Shipmates to Workmates (SM2WM) hiring 
initiative, and Navy Personnel Command's fleet engagement 
team which have made the Fleet more aware of the many 
services and benefits available to assist in the transition 
process. 

More than 90 percent of ERB separating Sailors have 
been successfully contacted by the CTO regarding reserve 
affiliation opportunities as well as application procedures. In 
three months, more than 300 ERB separating Sailors have 
received a Selected Reserve (SELRES) quota based. 

Representatives from the NPC's fleet engagement team 
have visited Fleet concentration areas to meet directly with 
ERB affected Sailors, their families and leaders to discuss 
transition assistance matters and answer questions. 

Transition assistance benefits for ERB affected Sailors 
include: 

 Mandatory transition assistance program (TAP) 
workshop attendance. 

 Mandatory 60 days in the continental United States 
prior to separation for those overseas. Commanding 
Officers (COs) may authorize a 60-day transition 
period to provide opportunity for full utilization of 
benefits and services (including any combination of 
normal duty time, liberty, temporary assigned duty 
(TDY), permissive TDY, and separation leave). 

 Flexibility of separation date based on operational 
tempo and Sailor's request. 

 Extended Navy base support services (child care, 
MWR, FFSC). 

 A time in service waiver to apply for funding towards 
commercial certification and/or licensure exams 
found through Navy Credentialing Opportunities 
Online (COOL). 

 Targeted outreach from the CTO, the Office of 
Civilian Human Resources (OCHR) Employment 
Information Center and the SM2WM program. 

The SM2WM program is a federal service hiring initiative 
that actively assists ERB separating Sailors to learn about jobs 
at Navy partnering commands (CNIC, NAVAIR, NAVFAC, 
NAVSEA, NAVSUP, SPAWAR, and MSC). Their website 
offers Sailors a "one stop shop" for transition resources and 
information on applying for jobs and upcoming career forums' 
dates and locations, see http://jobs.navair.navy.mil/sm2wm/. 

While open to all separating Sailors, SM2WM has 
achieved success in contacting all ERB separating Sailors. 
Since the release of the ERB results, nearly 900 Sailors have 
attended career forums hosted by SM2WM and the program's 
website has received over 14,000 hits since inception. 

Navy's Office of Civilian Human Resources (OCHR) 
provides information through the Employment Information 
Center (EIC) regarding civilian career opportunities for all 
separating Sailors at: 
http://www.public.navy.mil/donhr/Employment/Vets/Pages/D
efault.aspx. 

EIC assistance includes help with federal government 
employment application and hiring process, guidance on 
résumé preparation, assistance navigating the federal 
government job website www.usajobs.gov, education on 
recruitment principles and veteran's preference. For more 
information call 1-800-378-4559 or email DONeic@navy.mil. 

Another enhanced transition assistance benefit offered to 
Sailors is through Navy COOL. The Navy Credentialing 
Program has funded 73 examinations for 110 ERB-separating 
Sailors. More information can be found on the Navy COOL 
website, www.cool.navy.mil. 

An on-line transition assistance handbook highlighting 
traditional benefits as well as ERB-specific benefits was 
published in November and can be found on the Navy 
Personnel Command (NPC) ERB Web Page at 
www.npc.navy.mil/boards/ERB/. It provides Sailors with a 
full list of benefits and services available to them, including 
useful websites, and information on counseling services, and 
the transition assistance management program (TAMP). 

For more information contact the NPC customer service 
center at 1-866-U-ASK-NPC (1-866-827-5672) or email 
cscmailbox@navy.mil. 

Broadcast Clip - Total Force Fleet Master Chief Scott 
Benning Talks About ERB 

(YOUTUBE 29 FEB 12) U.S. Navy 
PENTAGON - Chief of Naval Personnel and Total Force 

Fleet Master Chief Petty Officer Scott Benning talks about the 
mechanics of the Enlisted Retention Board - how the board 
worked, what factors were considered and that the thought 
process was behind the decisions made. 

View Clip (RT: 1:27) 
Return to Index 
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5. Enlisted Retention Board Process Explained 
(NAVY LIVE 29 FEB 12) ... Fleet Master Chief Scott Benning, Chief of Naval Personnel and Navy Total Force Command Fleet 
Master Chief 

Over the past few years, we have had to make some 
difficult, but necessary choices to balance our force. Our Navy 
has felt the effects of record-high retention in several ratings, 
under manning in other key ratings, force structure changes 
and decisions required to meet changing platforms and 
manning requirements. To meet our global mission by filling 
billets at sea and manning the Fleet with the right mix of 
Sailors, we needed to use a combination of force-shaping 
methods. 

It is important to recognize upfront that the ERB was 
conducted using the same principles as all of our boards – 
these principles are fairness, equity and integrity. Our board 
process is a fair, structured and a tried-and-true process. The 
board members strictly followed a board precept, which 
outlined how the board was executed.  The board was 
conducted in two phases, and the precept gave board members 
specific guidance on selection standards for each phase. First 
was a performance review, where each member’s record was 
strictly examined following the precept. Following that was 
the quota-based portion of the board, which racked-and-
stacked each Sailor’s record next to their peers to select the 
best-qualified Sailors for retention. Board members included a 
diverse group of officers, warrant officers, command master 
chiefs and master chiefs, representing different ratings, 
geographic locations and warfare perspectives, who relied on 
their best judgment and Fleet perspective throughout the 
process. 

Most importantly, all members of the board took an oath 
pledging that they would perform their board duties without 
prejudice or partiality. Under the oath, members also gave 
their word not to speak to anyone outside of the board about 
individual records, board discussions, or individual votes. 
These measures ensure that members can be fully engaged in 
making the best decisions as a board, and maintains 
confidentiality and the integrity of the board process. 

We recognize this also means that Sailors are not able to 
get more details on why they were separated, and for some 
that may be troubling. While we understand that not having 
these details leaves many questions unanswered, and provides 
little closure, I want you to know that as a past member of 
several boards, I can personally attest that the Navy’s boards 
are conducted with the absolute highest levels of fairness, 
equity and integrity. 

To our senior enlisted leaders – you have the very 
important task of making sure your Sailors stay smart on the 
many policies that will impact their careers. Your Sailors are 
looking to you for guidance on how to be best prepared for 
milestones such as Perform to Serve, advancement exams, and 
selection boards.  Please do not take this responsibility lightly. 

It’s also important that you take the lead in ensuring 
Sailors separating due to the ERB are aware of the many 
transition programs the Navy has in place to assist them, and 
their family members. We’ve put in place several enhanced 
transition benefits for those Sailors. Perhaps the most valuable 
is the outplacement service provided by the firm of 
Challenger, Gray and Christmas, Inc., or CGC. Right now, 
Sailors enrolled with CGC are receiving one-on-one resume 
and interview preparation, customized job search and 
placement assistance to help them obtain civilian employment. 
This program provides crucial benefits to our Sailors, and we 
strongly encourage all ERB-separating Sailors to take 
advantage of this service that has been contracted to enable 
greater opportunities for success as you transition. 

Shipmates, just as you have been here for the Navy, your 
Navy leadership is here for you and we want to do all we can 
to assist you in a successful transition. 

Thank you to all of our Sailors and their families who 
work extremely hard and sacrifice everyday to enable the 
success of our Navy and nation. We are truly grateful for your 
service. 

View Clip (RT: 1:27) 
Return to Index 
 
 

CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
6. NATO Commanders Visit USS Laboon 
(WAVY NBC NORFOLK 29 FEB 12) ... Art Kohn 

NORFOLK, Va. - According to the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization, more than 30 countries have or are acquiring 
ballistic missiles. 

Missiles that could be used to carry, not just conventional 
warheads, but weapons of mass destruction. A key element of 
NATO's European Missile Defense Initiative will be coming 
from Naval Station Norfolk. 

Military representatives from all 28 of the NATO member 
nations were welcomed aboard the guided missile destroyer 
USS Laboon late Wednesday afternoon by their American 
hosts. 

The ballistic missile defense capabilities of ships like the 
Laboon are the focus of this visit. 

Supreme Allied Commander Transformation General 
Stephane Abrial said, "In 2010, during the Lisbon Summit, our 

heads-of-state in government have decided to develop a 
missile defense system that will provide allied populations and 
territories with added protection." 

Added protection against an increasing threat from rogue 
nations like Iran and North Korea. 

Chairman Military Committee General Knud Bartels said, 
"We know that there is emerging technology in a number of 
areas in the world as to short range and intermediate range 
ballistic missiles. And it's to counter that threat that the 
deployment takes place." 

Two weeks ago, the Navy confirmed that three Norfolk-
based ships, equipped with BMD systems, would be moving 
to Rota, Spain. The U.S. committed to the move last Oct. at 
the NATO Summit in Brussels. 
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Secretary of Defense Leon Panetta said, "This is too 
important not to continue to invest in this partnership." 

Missile defense will be the main focus of the NATO 
summit to be held in Chicago in May. 

NATO plans to announce the launch of its interim missile 
defense system at the summit. 

View Clip (RT: 2:06) 
Broadcast Clip - NATO Leaders Visit Norfolk For 

Look At Ballistic Missile Defense Technology 
(WVEC ABC NORFOLK 29 FEB 12) Mike Gooding 

NORFOLK -- Three Norfolk-based destroyers will make 
a permanent move to Spain starting in 2014 as part of the U.S. 
commitment to NATO partners to provide ballistic missile 
defense technology. 

Wednesday, top NATO military leaders visited Naval 
Station Norfolk for an up-close look at the technology aboard 
USS Laboon which is equipped with the same ballistic missile 
defense capability. 

The three ships that are making the move are: USS Ross, 
USS Cook, and USS Porter. 

View Clip (RT: 1:13) 
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7. Philippines, U.S. To Hold War Games In South China Sea 
(GULF NEWS (UAE) 29 FEB 12) 

MANILA - The Philippines will hold joint war games 
with the United States in March at the same time that the 
department of energy will award to private firms oil 
exploration contracts in several areas including an offshore 
area in the South China Sea which is contested by China, 
sources said. 

The department of energy has already prepared the 
awarding of 15 service contract areas to oil exploration firms. 
Announcement will be made in March, said Energy Secretary 
Jose Almendras, but did not give more details. 

Some of the proposed service contracts are in east and 
northwest Palawan and the Sulu Sea, in southwest and 
southern Philippines, respectively. 

The department of energy launched several contracting 
rounds since last year, to implement a plan to make the 
Philippines 60 percent self sufficient in its energy requirement. 

The offshore oil drilling areas are in the South China Sea 
which is being claimed by China, Taiwan, and Vietnam. Only 
China has been vocally against the plans of the Philippine 
government in the South China Sea which the Philippines has 
called the West Philippines Sea. 

Earlier, Philippine Foreign Affairs Secretary Albert del 
Rosario said that the Philippine government has offered 
foreign private firm oil exploration projects within its territory, 
within the country's 200- nautical mile exclusive economic 
zone. 

He referred to the United Nations Convention of the Law 
of the Sea as a basis of the Philippines' claim in the South 
China Sea. 

It was in response to two former Chinese envoys in 
Manila who offered joint Philippines and China drilling 

exploration in the contested areas, to prevent making the 
South China Sea a flashpoint in the region. 

In Beijing, Chinese foreign ministry spokesman Hong Lei 
said was quoted as saying that the Philippine government's 
offer of service contract areas to private firms was illegal, 
adding, "It is illegal for any country, government or company, 
without the Chinese government's permission, to develop oil 
and natural gas in waters under Chinese jurisdiction." 

Joint Exercises 
The joint war games between the Armed Forces of the 

Philippines and the United States were coincidentally 
scheduled with plans to announce the granting of service 
contract areas to private firms. 

At the same time, the Armed Forces of the Philippines 
vowed to secure oil companies exploring in the Philippines, 
with the help of surveillance planes and patrol ships. 

The AFP will spend P 1 billion (Dh 83,333.33) to secure 
the country's maritime borders with the so-called coast watch 
system on the country's western flank facing the South China 
Sea. The project, to be implemented in two years, will cover 
training, purchase of radars, command and control 
communication equipment. 

Last year, President Benigno Aquino called for U.S. 
assistance in containing China's flexing of muscle in the South 
China Sea. 

This was done after the Philippine government accused 
China of launching seven incidents in the disputed South 
China Sea. 

China, Taiwan, and Vietnam claim the whole of the South 
China Sea, while the Philippines, Malaysia, and Brunei claim 
some parts of the Spratly Archipelago in the South China Sea. 
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8. USS Patriot Awarded Sixth Consecutive Battle "E" 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 01 MAR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Devon Dow, Navy Public Affairs Support Element 
West Det. Japan 

USS PATRIOT, At Sea -- Commander, Naval Surface 
Forces announced mine countermeasures ship USS Patriot 
(MCM 7) is the winner of the 2011 Battle Effectiveness 
(Battle "E") Award for Commander, Mine Countermeasures 
Squadron 7, Feb. 28. 

This is Patriot's sixth consecutive year winning the Battle 
"E", one of the Navy's most prestigious command awards. The 
Battle "E" recognizes superior operational performance, 
assessing the command's accomplishments during training 
exercises and various command inspections. Patriot's 

continued success serves as an exemplary model of surface 
warfare excellence in the Navy's forward deployed forces. 

"This crew demonstrates an intense drive to accomplish 
the mission, no matter whether it's operational or an 
assessment and no matter what other distracting challenges 
might lay on the path to completion," said Lt. Cmdr. Suzanne 
L. Schang, Patriot's commanding officer. "Failure is simply 
not an option for the crew of Patriot. This award - and the five 
before it - recognizes that incredible quality in these Sailors." 
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Along with the 2011 Battle "E", Patriot was awarded its 
13th consecutive Maritime Warfare Excellence Award, sixth 
Command, Control, Communications and Information 
Warfare Excellence Award, fifth Engineering/Survivability 
Excellence Award, and its first Logistics Management 
Excellence Award. 

"I am very proud of this crew, the awards are well 
deserved," said Lt. Cmdr. Jonathan Hopkins, Patriot's 
executive officer. "Being awarded Battle "E" requires a lot of 
hard work throughout the year and for Patriot to receive it for 
the sixth time is an example of the crew's dedication to 
excellence." 

In 2011, Patriot executed an aggressive basic phase 
training cycle, certifying in Maintenance and Material 
Management, Ultra-C, Ultra-E, Supply Management 
Certification and Antiterrorism Force Protection. Patriot 
achieved these certifications while completing mine 

countermeasure centric exercises, Clear Horizon 2011 and 
Annual Exercis3 2011. 

For Mineman 2nd Class (SW) Derek Smith, the 2011 
Battle "E" marks the fourth consecutive year he has been apart 
of the Patriot's success. He said he is proud of the ship's 
accomplishments. 

"I cannot think of any ship that has done what Patriot has, 
six Battle "E" awards in a row is pretty special," he added. "It 
feels good know that you are apart of a crew that has 
accomplished so much, it is something I'll always remember." 

The Battle "E" competition is conducted to strengthen 
individual command performance, overall force readiness, and 
to recognize outstanding performance within the naval surface 
force. 

Patriot is currently on a mine countermeasures partnership 
patrol in the 7th Fleet area of operations and is one of four 
mine countermeasure ships forward deployed from Sasebo, 
Japan. 
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9. Seabees, Marines And Indonesian Engineers Refurbish School And Clinic In Haiti 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 01 MAR 12) ... Lt. Matthew Comer, Southern Partnership Station Public Affairs 

CARACOL, Haiti -- Navy Mobile Construction Battalion 
(NMCB 23) Seabees and U.S Marines from High Speed 
Vessel (HSV) 2 Swift partnered with an Indonesian army, 
navy, and air force construction company to complete 
improvements on a school and dispensary in Caracol, Haiti, 
Feb. 29. 

Nineteen Seabees and five Marines from Swift are 
working with 24 U.N. Indonesian engineers, who are part of 
the U.N. Stabilization Mission in Haiti, to complete work on 
the Caracol dispensary and the National School in Caracol, 
which began Feb. 16, as part of HSV Southern Partnership 
Station 2012. 

"We are working with the Indonesians to make the school 
and dispensary better places for the community to learn and 
receive medical care," said Staff Sgt. Garival Perez, Caracol 
dispensary project lead. "The work we are doing will really 
have an impact on the community here." 

The projects were budgeted for $43,000 and all supplies 
for the sites were purchased in Haiti, impacting a community 
of 14,000 people. The three-week construction is scheduled to 
end March 5 with a closing ceremony attended by the U.S. and 
Indonesian engineers and Haitian community members. 

"The entire mission of HSV-SPS 12 is to build 
partnership," said Lt.j.g. J.P. Henry, Seabee officer-in-charge. 
"With every stop, I am amazed at the impact Seabees, 
Marines, Sailors and partner engineers, like the Indonesians, 
can have on the community." 

The work of at the National School of Caracol is includes 
a roof replacement, structural repair to the support beams, the 
pouring of a new concrete sidewalk, and cosmetic 
improvements students. The work is in conjunction with 
several UNICEF projects, increasing the school's capacity for 
future use and will improve learning conditions of the 7th-9th 
grade students who attend. 

At Caracol dispensary, the work consists of an addition of 
a new secured storage shed, the demolition and replacement of 
cabinets and shelving, the installation of an incendiary pit, the 
installation of security wire, and painting the building. The 
improvements will increase the dispensaries ability to store 
and maintain supplies and provide sanitary medical care to the 
community. 

"Our work in Haiti demonstrates the need for strong 
seamless partnerships," said Cmdr. Garry Wright, HVS-SPS 
12 mission commander. "This is the first visit by a U.S. ship to 
the northern side of Haiti, and the relationships we build will 
shape the way we work together in the future." 

The construction projects are one part of the three-week 
HSV-SPS 12 partnership with Haiti. Service members from 
each of the armed services are working with the host-nation 
partners, exchanging information regarding medical and 
veterinary practices, small unit leadership, and port security. 

Haiti is the last stop of the HSV-SPS 12 four-month 
mission, which included port visits in the Dominican 
Republic, El Salvador, Guatemala, Panama and Peru. 
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10. USS Simpson Bids Farewell To First APS Shipriders 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 29 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Felicito Rustique, Commander, U.S. Naval Forces 
Europe-Commander, U.S. Naval Forces Africa/Commander, U.S. 6th Fleet Public Affairs 

LAGOS, Nigeria -- African sailors who spent 27 days 
aboard guided-missile frigate USS Simpson (FFG 56) as part 
of Africa Partnership Station (APS) 2012, departed Simpson, 
Feb. 27. 

The 10 APS shipriders came from the navies of Benin, 
Cameroon, Gabon, Nigeria, the Republic of Congo and Togo. 

The shipriders got aboard Simpson from Morocco when the 
frigate made a port call in Casablanca, Morocco, Jan. 31. 

"I think the most important part of the APS mission is to 
have the Sailors embarked," said Cmdr. Leonard Milliken, 
Simpson's commanding officer. "Each rider is exposed to the 
daily operations of a U.S. warship. That can't be taught in a 
classroom or through PowerPoint. The exposure for my crew 
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to these Sailors is priceless as well. As the riders depart, it is 
definitely understood by all that it didn't really matter what 
country you are because in the end, we all understood we are 
all Sailors." 

During their time aboard, the shipriders observed or 
participated in various shipboard activities such as navigation, 
medical training, damage control, boat operations, and small 
arms. 

"This experience coming aboard Simpson is the first of its 
kind for me," said Cameroonian navy, Sgt. Nkwanda Manases. 
"I'm really impressed with all the hard work that the Sailors 
here do. They are the one's that keep the ship moving day and 
night, 24 hours." 

The APS shipriders also completed personal qualification 
standards relating to the jobs they do in their navy. 

"First of all it's good to know that the Gabonese navy and 
the U.S. Navy can come together," said Gabon Ensign Luther 
Moulongui. "Personally and technically, as an engineer in my 

country, I have gained more knowledge about gas turbine 
engines that will help me do my job more efficiently in the 
future." 

APS is an international security cooperation initiative 
facilitated by Commander, U.S. Naval Forces Europe-Africa, 
aimed at strengthening global maritime partnerships through 
training and collaborative activities in order to improve 
maritime safety and security in Africa. 

This is fifth year of the APS program's existence, and this 
year is the first time Simpson has had the opportunity to 
support APS while underway. 

Simpson, homeported out of Mayport, Fla. is currently 
participating in Exercise Obangame Express 2012. The at-sea 
maritime exercise is designed to put skills learned from 
previous APS training events to test in a regional maritime 
exercise among participating nations in order to increase 
maritime safety and security in the Gulf of Guinea. 
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11. Marines Conduct Fleet Anti-Terrorism Security Team Exercise 2012 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 29 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class James Norman, Commander, U.S. 7th Fleet Public 
Affairs 

CAMP RODRIGUEZ, Korea -- Marines assigned to Fleet 
Anti-terrorism Security Team Pacific (FASTPAC) 2nd 
Company, 2nd Platoon started training at Camp Rodriguez 
Live Fire Complex Feb. 27, as part of FAST Exercise 2012. 

Approximately 50 Marines will spend the next 13 days 
training in classrooms, conducting live and dry firing 
evolutions and participating in mock offensive engagements to 
further sustain and improve weapons marksmanship. 

"The point of this exercise and training is meant to sustain 
our platoon offensive and defensive tactical capability at a 
tactical level," said FASTPAC 2nd Platoon Commander, Capt. 
Derek Rey. 

Throughout the evolution, Marines will get the chance to 
further improve their marksmanship skills on dry and live 
firing ranges with the MM9 pistol, M-16 A4 rifle, M4 assault 
rifle, M240 medium machinegun and the M39 enhanced 
marksmanship rifle. 

"Only six Marines out of the platoon are able to get 
qualified for the M39 EMR, so I don't get to shoot it as much 
as I'd like," said Lance Corp. Timothy Gainey. "Being here 
[Camp Rodriguez] will help me get more training so I can 
improve my score." 

2nd Platoon will conduct two-man firing squad attacks, 
trench clearing techniques and improve their skills to 
recapture buildings. 

"I hope the platoon is able build up their small unit tactics 
into a higher level of proficiency,” said Rey. "This exercise 
will also give the platoon the chance to develop individual 
leadership skills." 

Marines assigned to FASTPAC 2nd Company, 2nd 
Platoon are based out of Yorktown, Va, and are forward 
deployed to Yokosuka, Japan embarked aboard the U.S. 7th 
Fleet flagship USS Blue Ridge (LCC 19). 
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GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
12. Obama Administration To Confront Syria Crisis On Capitol Hill 
(U.S. NEWS & WORLD REPORT 29 FEB 12) ... John T. Bennett 

The Obama administration, after months of carefully 
worded statements, is sending senior officials to Capitol Hill 
for hours of testimony about the unrest in Syria. But when 
they arrive, they will find lawmakers who are all over the 
place about what-if anything-Washington should do. 

President Obama and his top lieutenants have been 
hammered by congressional proponents of using U.S. military 
intervention to halt civilian deaths during civil wars. The 
United Nations estimates the conflict has claimed over 7,500 
lives, and some U.S. lawmakers think Washington has a moral 
imperative to get involved. 

Obama and his foreign policy aides say Syrian President 
Bashar al-Assad must go. But they also contend that Syria is a 
very different-and more complicated-situation than Libya, 

where Obama used U.S. air and naval power to help rebels 
oust Moammar Gadhafi. 

For those reasons, Secretary of State Hillary Clinton said 
the administration's current goal is to "focus on how we help 
the Syrian people." She said officials are working with Syria's 
neighbors on identifying potential ways to get humanitarian 
supplies into the war-torn nation. 

The Obama administration also is trying to work with 
Syrian opposition groups "so they get stronger," Clinton told 
the House Foreign Affairs Committee Wednesday. The 
administration also is pushing for an Arab League-brokered 
political settlement, Clinton said. 

She did not mention U.S. military intervention, nor any 
mulling at high levels of getting involved or arming the rebel 
forces. 
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Those are the kinds of issues that will be discussed 
Thursday when Jeffrey Feltman, assistant secretary of state for 
near eastern affairs, and Robert Ford, Washington's 
ambassador to Syria, testify before the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee. 

U.S. military intervention in Syria will be front-and-
center next Wednesday when Defense Secretary Leon Panetta 
and Joint Chiefs Chairman Gen. Martin Dempsey testify 
during a Senate Armed Services Committee hearing about the 
ongoing upheaval. 

"It's perfectly appropriate for the Secretary of Defense to 
discuss major national security issues like Syria," says 
Pentagon Press Secretary George Little. "After all, the 
Department of Defense houses not just the U.S. military, but 
also key intelligence agencies. And developments in Syria 
could affect the security situation in the region, something he 
keeps a close eye on." 

Still, it isn't every day the sitting Defense Secretary and 
Joint Chiefs chairman testify about a hot spot in which their 
forces are not deployed. 

"I think the reason they're going is to tell people how 
difficult military intervention would be," says Larry Korb, a 
Pentagon official now at the Center for American Progress. 
Former Defense Secretary Robert "Gates went up before 
Libya and talked about what would have to be involved there. 
The last thing Dempsey wants to do is send troops in there." 

"The bottom line is they can say, 'It's easier to start a war 
than finish a war,'" Korb says. "I expect them to say, 'This isn't 
Libya. Syria has better air defenses, and a better military.'" 

Panetta, Dempsey and the State Department officials 
likely will hear mixed messages from lawmakers during their 
time on the Hill. 

Mississippi Sen. Roger Wicker told U.S. News & World 
Report Tuesday that U.S. officials should proceed with 
caution. 

"It's not a simple situation," Wicker said. "We need to be 
careful about whom we arm," he said, adding he is worried 
American-supplied weapons might be turned on religious 
minorities. 

But fellow GOP Senator Lindsey Graham says: "We 
should arm the rebels through the Arab League." 

Prominent Democrats on foreign and national security 
policy issues also are split about what Washington should do. 

Senate Armed Services Committee Chairman Carl Levin 
of Michigan told U.S. News that he would be reluctant to 
support a plan to ship arms to opposition forces "without 
knowing who they're going to ... how we would get the 
weapons to them and the possible downsides to such a 
proposal." 

But pro-Israel Sen. Joseph Lieberman told reporters 
Tuesday U.S. officials know plenty about the Syrian rebels. 

"I think we ought to be helping [the opposition] with 
weapons and medical aid," Lieberman said. "The cause is 
just." 
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13. Israel, U.S. Officials To Discuss Iran Tensions 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 29 FEB 12) ... Amy Teibel 

JERUSALEM — Israel’s prime minister sets off this 
week on a U.S. visit clouded by a deepening rift with 
Washington, which is pressing Israel to hold off on any attack 
against Iran’s suspect nuclear program. 

Although Israel says it hasn’t decided whether to strike, it 
has signaled readiness to do so — a move that would have 
deep worldwide implications. 

Senior Israeli officials say Israel would have to act by 
summer in order to be effective. U.S. officials, wary that an 
Israeli strike could drive up oil prices and entangle the U.S. in 
a new Mideast military confrontation during the presidential 
election season, want to give diplomacy and sanctions more 
time to work. 

These differences have created tension ahead of Benjamin 
Netanyahu’s arrival at the White House next Monday. Aides 
to the Israeli leader would not say what he plans to tell 
President Barack Obama. 

“The meeting will be a good opportunity to clarify both 
sides’ stands on ... how to act against the Iranian nuclear 
threat, which both sides agree is grave,” Vice Premier Moshe 
Yaalon told Israel Radio. 

Israel’s Haaretz and Israel Hayom newspapers reported 
Wednesday that Netanyahu wants Obama to deliver an 
explicit military threat to Iran in a joint statement to be issued 
after the meeting. 

Differing assessments of urgency underlie the 
disagreements on Iran. 

Israel considers a nuclear-armed Iran to be a threat to the 
existence of the Jewish state. It cites Iranian leaders’ repeated 

calls for Israel’s destruction, support for anti-Israel militant 
groups and its arsenal of ballistic missiles that are already 
capable of striking Israel. It also fears a nuclear Iran would 
touch off an atomic weapons race in a region hostile to Israel’s 
existence. 

Israel itself is thought to have a significant arsenal of 
nuclear weapons, though it does not admit that as a matter of 
policy. 

Israel takes little comfort in the U.S. assessment, 
reiterated Tuesday by Secretary of State Hillary Rodham 
Clinton, that Tehran has not decided whether to build a 
nuclear bomb. Iran denies it is making nuclear weapons. 

Israeli officials note that the U.N. nuclear agency said 
recently that Tehran is rapidly moving ahead with a key 
elements associated with bomb making, and Iran is moving its 
nuclear operations deeper underground. They believe these 
developments are strong signs of Iranian intentions. 

Experts say work on a bomb could begin within a year, if 
not earlier, but Israeli officials who favor a strike do not want 
Iran to reach that point. Defense Minister Ehud Barak recently 
fueled speculation about an Israeli strike by warning the 
window of opportunity was closing. 

Israeli officials have told the U.S. it will not give any 
warning of an impending attack — a development confirmed 
by a U.S. intelligence official this week. 

Gen. Martin Dempsey, chairman of the U.S. Joint Chiefs 
of Staff, told Congress this week he has not counseled Israel 
against attacking Iran. Instead, he said, “we’ve had a 
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conversation with them about time” and added he would 
“absolutely not” take military force against Iran off the table. 

Dempsey, U.S. national security adviser Tom Donilon 
and director of national intelligence James Clapper have all 
been sent by Obama recently to pressure Israel to hold off. 

The U.S. and Europe have approved tough sanctions on 
Iran’s central bank and its key oil sector that are to go into 
effect this summer. They believe these measures must be 
given time to work. 

Israel has welcomed the sanctions, but it is skeptical they 
will persuade Iran to back down. Israeli officials believe that 
by the time the toughest sanctions go into effect this summer, 
it may be too late to strike. 

U.S. officials and others think an Israeli attack could set 
back the Iranian program a few years at most. 

Defense Secretary Leon Panetta has expressed 
reservations about the effectiveness of an attack on Iran’s 
heavily fortified nuclear facilities and Dempsey has publicly 
questioned whether it would be worth risking the cascade of 
consequences liable to follow. 

Barak met in Washington Wednesday with Dempsey and 
Panetta to discuss the Iran issue. No details were made public. 

The Iranian nuclear threat is a world problem and not 
Israel’s alone, said Danny Yatom, a former head of Israel’s 
Mossad spy agency. Even a temporary setback to the nuclear 
program would be useful, Yatom said, because it would buy 
the world time to try to knock it out entirely. 

Iran has warned it would pummel Israel with missiles if 
attacked, and it could also recruit its allies, Hezbollah in 
Lebanon and Hamas in the Gaza Strip, to attack Israel with 
rockets and missiles from closer range. 

Tehran could also block the Strait of Hormuz, a key 
transit route for the world’s oil tankers, or strike Gulf targets 
such as Bahrain, home to the U.S. Navy’s 5th Fleet. Either 
move could send global oil prices skyrocketing and draw the 
U.S. military into the conflict. 

The disagreements over Iran have stoked the tensions that 
have characterized relations between the Obama and 
Netanyahu governments, primarily over frozen Israeli-
Palestinian peacemaking, which pointedly seems to be a non-
issue in the upcoming visit. 
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14. Hill Turns Up Heat On White House Over 'Law Of The Sea' 
(AOL DEFENSE 29 FEB 12) ... Carlo Munoz 

CAPITOL HILL - Debate over a little-known 
international maritime treaty is heating up on Capitol Hill in 
light of the Pentagon's military buildup in the Western Pacific. 

Senate Armed Services Committee member Jim Inhofe 
said yesterday he plans to call formal hearings on the Senate's 
decision not to ratify the so-called "Law of the Sea." treaty. 
"I'm probably not the only one ... at the table here who 
disagrees with the administration's position on the Law of the 
Sea," he said during yesterday's committee hearing. 

To that end, non-ratification of the pact could hinder 
current and future U.S. operations in the region, Pacific 
Command chief Adm. Robert Willard said during the same 
hearing. Shifting the strategic and operational focus of 
America's armed forces from Southwest Asia to the Pacific is 
the cornerstone of the White House's new national security 
strategy unveiled late last year. 

"I do think that not being a signator disadvantages the 
United States in a particular way," Willard told members of 
the committee. "What the United States doesn't have as a non-
signator is a seat at the table when the convention is debated 
or as the convention evolves by the various countries that have 
ratified it ... I think it's important that the United States have a 
seat at that table." 

Set up through the United Nations, the treaty establishes a 
common framework to delineate maritime territorial claims 

and international forum to resolve any disputes over those 
claims. Opponents of the pact argue the terms of the deal 
would impede the Navy's freedom of movement across the 
world's oceans. U.S. commanders have acknowledged the 
treaty as the "legal framework" for all naval operations and 
"continue to share [Law of the Sea] issues and debate ... legal 
definitions with our counterparts throughout the Asia Pacific," 
Willard said. 

However, America's refusal to officially ratify the pact 
denies U.S. representatives the ability to hash out any 
territorial disputes via the treaty's forum. 

Losing access to that forum takes away a key negotiating 
tool from American diplomats, should things come to a head 
with China and other regional powers in the Pacific. Beijing 
has been increasingly imposing its military muscle against a 
number of nations in the region. Disputes between China and 
others over who controls the waterways in the South China 
Sea have raised tensions in the region significantly. Beijing's 
continued investment in advanced military hardware, from 
fifth-generation fighters to aircraft carriers, has only added 
fuel to those tensions. An international body, like the one 
defined in the Law of the Sea treaty, where the U.S., China 
and others could go to hammer out misunderstandings on 
maritime sovereignty could be critical to keeping things in the 
Pacific from boiling over. 
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15. Genetic Algorithms Let Chinese Drones Hunt Submarines 
(NEW SCIENTIST 28 FEB 12) ... Paul Marks 

Chinese navy researchers have revealed how they plan to 
hunt submarines using ship-launched uncrewed air vehicles 
(UAVs). 

The plan, developed by the naval academy in Dalian, 
China, is to choose the best hunting pattern for a drone using 
the power of the genetic algorithm - a search engine that 

evolves an optimum solution by discarding feeble offspring 
and breeding the best to make ever stronger ones. 

The route evolved would make the best use of fuel, cater 
for air and sea threats and work with dropped sonar buoys. 
Presumably this could come in handy in some future 
international dispute over Taiwan. But why tell your adversary 
- who can now evolve counter measures? 
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You'd imagine that how a military hunts submarines 
might be a secret. In WWII, for instance, the airborne hunt for 
submarines with positional info gleaned from Bletchley Park's 
Enigma decrypts was pivotal in winning the battle of the 
Atlantic. But we learned about that much later. Bletchley was 
famously Churchill's goose that "laid the golden eggs but 
never cackled." 

Why the department of "underwater weaponry and 
chemical defence" at the academy has revealed its cunning 
UAV plan - and published it in the journal Advanced 
Materials Research - is somewhat baffling. 

It's not the first time this has happened. In 2010 Chinese 
researchers published a treatise on how to hack and trip large 
chunks of the U.S. electricity grid. This led (after much initial 
disbelieving spluttering) to much angry rhetoric from 
aggrieved U.S. commentators, not least the Department of 
Homeland Security. 

Perhaps the frenetic, breakneck pace of China's scientific 
publishing machine is outstripping the nation's ability to work 
out what it should and should not publish? 
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16. North Korea Pledges New Nuke Freeze 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 01 MAR 12) ... Jay Solomon and Evan Ramstad 

An agreement between the U.S. and North Korea on 
freezing North Korea's nuclear weapons program, the first 
diplomatic breakthrough between the two countries since 
2007, raised new hopes of broader negotiations on 
disarmament and peace—along with fears the deal will join 
others that Pyongyang has broken over the past 20 years. 

North Korea agreed to freeze the development of its 
nuclear-weapons arsenal and long-range missile program and 
to allow international inspectors to return for the first time 
since talks last broke down three years ago. Washington, in 
turn, agreed to distribute 240,000 metric tons of food aid and 
publicly declared Wednesday that the U.S. isn't seeking to 
overthrow the government of North Korea's new leader, Kim 
Jong Eun. 

The announcements could serve as an important first step 
by Mr. Kim to consolidate his clout both at home and abroad 
following the death in December of his father, Kim Jong Il, 
longtime North Korea watchers said. North Korea has 
traditionally hailed the West's distribution of food aid as a sign 
of the international community's acceptance of the Kim 
dynasty. 

The deal, confirmed by North Korea's official news 
agency, was greeted with relief by diplomats and officials over 
the possibility of progress, but also with skepticism due to 
North Korea's record of accepting international aid without 
adhering to agreements. 

North Korea specifically agreed to halt nuclear activities 
at its Yongbyon facility north of Pyongyang, including the 
enrichment of uranium. While North Korea agreed to let 
inspectors from the International Atomic Energy Agency 
return to Yongbyon after a three-year absence, it still needs to 
set agreements with the IAEA for visits to any other sites. 

The agreement appears to address the main condition set 
by the U.S. for the resumption of the aid-for-disarmament 
process known as the six-party talks: that North Korea 
demonstrate seriousness about its willingness to re-enter that 
process. North Korea formally abandoned the talks, which 
also involve China, Japan, Russia and South Korea, in 2009 to 
protest United Nations penalties following a long-range 
missile test. 

The deal between Washington and Pyongyang "could be a 
very serious sign that after the change of leadership, the 
foreign policy of Pyongyang will be changing for the better," 
Konstantin Kosachev, a senior Russian parliamentarian from 
the main pro-Kremlin party, told the Interfax news agency. 
"We'll need to be patient to be sure whether these are really 

positive moves in the policy of the new North Korean 
leadership or just the latest game on the part of Pyongyang to 
attain its goals." 

China, North Korea's most important financial and 
military backer, also welcomed the announcement and 
reiterated long-standing calls by Beijing for a resumption of 
six-party talks. South Korea's foreign ministry also welcomed 
the agreement and said faithful implementation of the steps by 
North Korea would smooth the way for the talks. 

The U.S. and North Korea notably didn't agree on another 
condition sought by Washington to move ahead with the talks: 
an end to hostilities between North and South Korea. 

Meanwhile, U.S. Republicans questioned whether the 
U.S. should be seen propping up a North Korean government 
that for decades has brutally suppressed dissent and morphed 
into one of the world's worst weapons proliferators. 

"Pyongyang will likely continue its clandestine nuclear 
weapons program right under our noses," said Ileana Ros-
Lehtinen, Republican chairman of the House Foreign Affairs 
Committee. "We have bought this bridge several times 
before." 

The agreement comes as the U.S. is struggling to engage 
with Iran, another adversary with nuclear-weapon ambitions, 
which is sending mixed signals on its willingness to discuss its 
program. These lawmakers have also voiced fears that Tehran 
may conclude after watching North Korea that it is in its 
interests to eventually acquire nuclear weapons as a means to 
gain Western concessions. 

North Korea for years has engaged in a cycle of 
provocation, then accommodation with the U.S., South Korea 
and Japan, countries it routinely portrays as enemies, in 
pursuit of financial assistance and security guarantees to 
preserve its family-led authoritarian government. 

The U.S. has halted aid shipments to North Korea due to 
fears Pyongyang has diverted the assistance to the military. 
U.S. officials said they are insisting this time on having 
substantial oversight of the food aid, using international 
agencies. The U.N. recently estimated that as much as 80% of 
North Korean children are malnourished. The U.S. Agency for 
International Development hopes to distribute the 240,000 
metric tons of food in monthly installments over a year. 

The agreement followed two days of talks between the 
U.S. and North Korea last week in Beijing, which U.S. 
officials over the weekend said yielded little progress, making 
Wednesday's announcement a surprise. It marked the first 



 17

direct encounter between Washington and Pyongyang since 
Kim Jong Il's death. 

U.S. officials involved in the talks said they offered little 
indication of significant changes in North Korea's polices 
since Kim Jong Eun's ascension. They said most of North 
Korea's delegates, including chief negotiator Kim Kye Gwan, 
have been in their roles for decades. They said that Pyongyang 
seemed to be closely overseeing talks in Beijing. 

"We were sitting across from essentially the same North 
Korean negotiators who have been at this in some cases, for 
decades," said a senior U.S. official. "So the people were the 
same. The way that they presented the issues was quite 
familiar to us." 

Obama administration officials portrayed the agreement 
as an important first step toward capping the North's nuclear 
weapons program, which is now believed to have produced as 
many as 10 atomic weapons. They also said the U.S. hasn't 
committed to resuming formal negotiations with Pyongyang, 
but is waiting for North Korea to make good on carrying out 
its commitments. 

"These are concrete measures that we consider a positive 
first step," White House spokesman Jay Carney said. The 
steps in the agreement are "very welcome, but obviously they 
need to be followed up by actions." 

North Korea has been angry at South Korea since 2008, 
when the South ended its few-questions-asked aid policy that 
provided it with nearly $1 billion annually. In 2010, 
Pyongyang sank a South Korean warship and fired rockets on 
a South-controlled island, though it denies involvement in the 
sinking, in attacks that killed 50 South Koreans. 

By forging a deal with the U.S., North Korea may be 
attempting to create a wedge between Washington and Seoul 
in order to create more political pressure on the South Korean 
government to resume its financial assistance. 

The IAEA's director general, Yukiya Amano, hailed the 
agreement as a mechanism through which to gauge what is 
believed to be a considerable expansion of North Korea's 
nuclear program in recent years. Pyongyang has built a 
uranium-enrichment facility that experts believe could 
produce as much as two bombs' worth of nuclear fuel a year. 

The IAEA is also interested in verifying the 
dismantlement of North Korea's heavy water reactor at 
Yongbyon, another facility capable of producing weapons 
grade materials. 

"Pending further details, we stand ready to return to 
Yongbyon to undertake monitoring activities," Mr. Amano 
said in a statement. 

The Obama administration views North Korea as perhaps 
the greatest proliferation threat, due to its military 
relationships with Iran, Syria and other U.S. adversaries. U.S. 
intelligence believes Pyongyang has played a central role in 
developing Iran's missile programs. 

The U.S. also believes North Korea was secretly building 
a plutonium-producing nuclear reactor in Syria before Israeli 
jets destroyed the facility in 2007. 

However, because uranium enrichment can occur in 
multiple locations, the agreement announced Wednesday 
didn't appear to include a way for the U.S. and other outsiders 
to verify Pyongyang wasn't proceeding with a uranium 
program at sites beyond Yongbyon, which it revealed to a U.S. 
scientist in 2010. 

In a joint statement agreed to with Pyongyang, the Obama 
administration formally stated that the U.S. "reaffirms that it 
does not have hostile intent toward [North Korea] and is 
prepared to take steps to improve our bilateral relationship in 
the spirit of mutual respect for sovereignty and equality." 

As part of the agreement, North Korea accepted the 
amount of food assistance the U.S. had been offering in talks 
the two countries held last year before the death of Kim Jong 
Il. Just after Kim Jong Eun took charge, North Korea issued a 
media statement pressing the U.S. to provide up to 500,000 
tons and saying it doubted "the U.S. will for confidence-
building." 

The Jan. 11 statement indicated that a deal was on the 
table for North Korea to halt its uranium-enrichment program 
in return for food and a suspension of other U.S. sanctions. 
The U.S. for months has insisted there were no links between 
food assistance and its effort to curtail North Korea's pursuit 
of weapons of mass destruction. 
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17. Korea To Forge Ahead With Jeju Naval Base 
(KOREA HERALD 29 FEB 12) ... Choi He-suk 

The government will go ahead with the construction of 
the Jeju naval base according to schedule but with small 
changes to its layout and operations, the Prime Minister’s 
Office announced Wednesday. 

“The harbor (the Jeju naval base) is an important project 
that will contribute to protecting our seas, and creating jobs 
and increasing the local residents’ income by creating a new 
resource for tourism,” Prime Minister Kim Hwang-sik said 
during the meeting where it was decided to go ahead with the 
plans. 

“As further delays in construction will result in an 
important national project missing the timing and wasting 
funds, unnecessary political controversy and wasteful social 
discord should be put to an end.” 

According to the Prime Minister’s Office, although 
studies have shown that the facility’s current design allows for 

the access of 150,000-ton cruise ships, some alterations will be 
made to enable safer passage for them. 

Alterations include changing the design for the 
breakwater quay on the west side of the harbor from a mobile 
structure, and reducing the angle of the route through which 
cruise ships are to enter the harbor from 77 degrees to 30 
degrees. 

In addition to making the changes in an effort to 
accommodate those claiming that the facility’s design is 
flawed, the government plans to spend 578.7 billion won 
($526 million) on developing areas surrounding the base. 
Along with the central government’s spending, about 500 
billion won will be forthcoming from the Jeju government and 
the private sector for developing the concerned areas, the 
Prime Minister’s Office said. 

Discussions for building the base began in 1993, and 
plans were set for building a military facility under the Roh 
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Moo-hyun administration in 2007. However, the current 
administration altered the plans to that for building a 
“tourism” harbor shared by naval and civilian vessels 
including cruise ships. 

However, due to strong resistance from residents of Jeju 
and environmental and civic activists, the project has been 
progressing slowly. 

Construction began last year in Gangjeong Village on 
Jeju’s southern coast for a harbor that will accommodate 
around 20 naval vessels. 

About 17 percent of the 977.6 billion won budget 
assigned to the project has been spent, and the government 
plans to complete construction by 2015. Although the 
government appears set in its course of action, alterations in 
the plans appear unlikely to be sufficient to appease those 
opposing the project. 

On Wednesday, the Jeju branch of the Democratic United 
Party issued a statement saying that forging ahead with the 
plans will “run into national resistance” and that the 

government needs to verify issues raised by those opposed to 
the project more carefully. 

On Monday, the government of Jeju submitted a 
remonstrance to the Prime Minister’s Office saying that the 
Ministry of National Defense-sponsored simulation did not 
reflect the recommendations outlined in the technical 
verification committee’s report. 

On Feb. 14, the committee recommended that additional 
simulations be carried out to verify whether 150,000-ton 
cruise ships could use the planned naval base under conditions 
where the locations of harbor structures are different from the 
original design and tug boats with high power output are used. 

The central government, however, is upholding the results 
of the Defense Ministry’s simulations, with one official saying 
that they were conducted “assuming the worst possible 
conditions, and included all the criteria outlined by the 
committee.” 

The simulations were conducted by the Korea Maritime 
University on behalf of the Defense Ministry from December 
until last month. 

Return to Index 
 

18. Japan: Delays, Price Jumps Jeopardize F-35 Order 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 29 FEB 12) 

TOKYO — Japan’s defense chief said Feb. 29 the 
country may cancel its $4.7 billion order for the U.S.-built F-
35 stealth jet if Washington fails to stick to the proposed price 
and deadlines. 

Defense Minister Naoki Tanaka said a formal contract for 
the initial four units — out of a total of 42 jets — that Japan 
wants by March 2017 was expected to be signed before this 
summer. 

But he told parliament: “If the situation comes to the point 
where (the U.S.) cannot work out the proposal by that time, 
we will have concerns for Japan’s defense capability. We 
would have to look at either canceling the contract or opting 
for another model.” 

Japan in December chose Lockheed Martin’s F-35 stealth 
jet for its next-generation mainstay fighter over two other jets 

— the Boeing-made F/A-18 Super Hornet and the Eurofighter 
Typhoon. 

Tokyo plumped for the jet to replace its ageing fleet of F-
4 fighters, despite a series of technical setbacks and fears that 
the as-yet unproven F-35 might be badly delayed. 

With a price tag of about $113 million per jet, the F-35 is 
the most expensive weapons program in Pentagon history and 
has been plagued by cost overruns and technical delays. 

Earlier this month, Japan’s Defense Ministry sent a letter 
to the Pentagon asking it to keep the proposed price and 
deadlines for delivery. 

Japan, which places its security alliance with the United 
States at the center of its foreign policy, has long depended on 
U.S. manufacturers for its military hardware. 
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19. Pirates Held Pakistanis As Slaves: Danish Navy 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 01 MAR 12) 

COPENHAGEN - The Iranian and Pakistani crew of a 
hijacked cargo ship were treated like slaves by Somali pirates 
before their release in a deadly rescue operation, Denmark’s 
navy said on Wednesday. 

A spokesman for the Danish navy, which carried out the 
dramatic rescue, said it was not clear that the pirates had any 
idea how to navigate the Iranian vessel which they had been 
using as a mother ship. 

“They were, therefore, using the crew as sort of slaves,” 
Kenneth Nielson told AFP, pointing out that the pirates had 
not demanded ransom for the crewmembers and had not tried 
to enrich themselves ‘on the hostage-taking itself.’ 

Sixteen of the crew were rescued on Sunday night in an 
operation by the Danish warship Absalon, part of a NATO-led 
counter-piracy mission. However, two other hostages, one 
Iranian and one Pakistani, were killed in the rescue bid. 

Denmark’s navy has now launched an investigation into 
the operation, and acknowledged that the two casualties could 
have been killed by the Danes. 

“We cannot rule out that we were the ones who caused 
the deaths,” Navy captain Steen Engelbrecht Pedersen told the 
Ritzau news agency on Tuesday. 

A Danish military prosecutor had opened an investigation 
to “shed light on what happened,” he added. 

The Danish warship had been following the hijacked 
vessel for several days off the Somali coast, according to a 
Navy statement. 

“When the pirates tried to leave the coast, Absalon 
intervened and stopped the mother ship, before it could pose a 
threat to shipping in the open sea.” 

NATO, meanwhile, said the Absalon had approached the 
vessel, “that had been previously captured by pirates and was 
being used as a mother-ship.” 
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“When warning shots were unsuccessful, small arms fire 
from … Absalon disabled and stopped the vessel. Shortly 
after, the vessel stopped and the suspected pirates were seen 
dropping their weapons overboard.” 

Seventeen pirates had been taken into custody during the 
operation, according to NATO. 
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20. U.S. General: 3 Africa Terror Groups May Collaborate 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 29 FEB 12) ... Lolita C. Baldor 

WASHINGTON — Terrorist groups in Somalia, North 
Africa and Nigeria are eyeing ways to coordinate their 
training, funding and terror activities, triggering increased 
U.S. national security worries, the top American commander 
for Africa told Congress on Wednesday. 

Army Gen. Carter Ham said terror leaders from al-
Shabab, al-Qaida in the Islamic Maghreb and Boko Haram in 
Nigeria want to more closely synchronize their efforts. If they 
are able to better share their training and funding, "that 
presents a real challenge for us," he told the House Armed 
Services Committee. 

The three groups represent the greatest threats to security 
in the region, and all three have strong ties to al-Qaida. And 
Ham laid out ongoing efforts by the U.S. to provide training, 
equipment and support to a number of nations across northern 
and east Africa where militants have launched a range of 
dramatic attacks over the past year or more. 

Increased U.S.-backed operations around Mogadishu, 
largely by Ugandan and Burundian troops as part of an 
African Union force, have weakened al-Shabab. And Ham 
said the recent announcement of al-Qaida's formal alliance 
with al-Shabab suggests the Somalia-based insurgency has 
been weakened and is looking for greater international 
support. 

"It's not quite a last gasp," Ham said, but it indicates that 
al-Shabab is under duress by the military operations that are 
working to free swaths of Mogadishu from the insurgents' 
control. 

He added that the formalized merger of al-Shabab and al-
Qaida, announced Feb. 9 by al-Qaida leader Ayman al-
Zawahri, may allow the groups to focus on threats against 
American interests. 

In other comments, Ham said there are small pockets of 
foreign fighters who were involved in the resistance in Libya 
that ended up fighting against U.S. and coalition troops in 
Iraq. And he said al-Qaida may be trying to re-establish those 
insurgent networks. 

Members of the committee questioned why the 
headquarters for U.S. Africa Command is in Germany, and 
why the command has so much fewer resources than U.S. 
European Command, when much of the emerging threats 
against America come from Africa. 

Ham said the African nations don't necessarily want a big 
U.S. presence in their countries. 

And Navy Adm. James Stravidis, head of U.S. European 
Command, said it is important to keep a strong presence in 
Europe because those are the allies America will turn to in a 
crisis. 

The U.S. military is cutting the number of Army combat 
brigades in Europe from four to two and pulling out two other 
smaller units — a total reduction of about 12,000 troops. The 
cuts will leave about 68,000 U.S. forces in Europe, down from 
a high of about 400,000 at the height of the Cold War. 

Stravidis and Ham also told the committee that the forces 
in Europe can more quickly get to hotspots in the region, 
including the Middle East, Eastern Europe or Africa. They 
pointed to last year's Libyan conflict as an example. 
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21. India To Build Two More Nuclear Powered Submarines 
(INDIAN DEFENCE NEWS 29 FEB 12) 

As the induction of the first locally built Indian nuclear 
powered submarine, INS Arihant is almost complete, the 
Indian government has decided to build two more of its type. 
Right now, only five superpowers, including U.S., Russia, 
France, Germany and UK are having locally built nuclear 
submarines. India is expected to join the elite league within a 
short time, as the trials are almost completed for the INS 
Arihant. 

INS Arihant, which is the first nuclear powered 
submarine of the Arihant class submarine genus, was fully 
developed by the Indian agency Defence Research and 
Development Organisation (DRDO). It is expected to 
complete its marine trials by early next year. The Indian 
Navy’s capabilities are already boosted significantly, after 
they recently inducted the Russian built INS Chakra in to its 
fold. However defence sources were sceptical whether the 
Indian Navy was technically advanced enough to operate two 
additional nuclear submarines without overstretching the 
resources. 

Nuclear powered submarines are extremely difficult to 
detect through normal ship based sonars and other equipment. 
They can remain under water for as many as 100 days 
continuously, and they hardly emit any sound waves which 
can be detected by the enemy warships. 

The news from India is significant, as many of their 
neighbours are also trying to build nuclear powered 
submarines. Defence experts believe that China is trying to 
develop its first fully indigenous version of the nuclear 
powered submarine, which is expected to be completed soon. 
It is already operating a number of nuclear submarines like 
Type 091 (Han) and Type 092 (Xia), but they are not fully 
nuclear powered. 

The development of INS Arihant took many years and 
required a lot of effort from the Indian defence scientists. The 
first concrete steps were taken during 1998, when George 
Fernandes, the then defence minister gave his approval for the 
project. The project was officially launched in July 2009, by 
the Indian Prime Minister, Man Mohan Singh. 
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22. France, U.K. Bolster Weapon Efforts 
(AVIATION WEEK 29 FEB 12) ... Robert Wall 

LONDON - At the highest level politically, it may be 
merely a marriage of necessity. But the commitments made by 
the U.K. and France to precision weapons and unmanned 
aircraft projects provide the most significant boost yet to the 
countries’ defense industry since fiscal concerns gripped Paris 
and London. 

In the weeks leading up to this month’s summit, there was 
palpable animosity between French President Nicolas Sarkozy 
and British Prime Minister David Cameron, both because of 
differences on EU financial policy and, more recently, the 
U.K.’s clumsy efforts to undo India’s selection of the Dassault 
Rafale as the preferred bidder in the Medium Multirole 
Combat Aircraft program. But for a few hours at least, the two 
leaders managed to set their differences aside and focus on the 
need to work more closely together at a time of shrinking 
military budgets in order to sustain key industrial skills and 
meet future combat needs. 

The get-together set important markers for near-, mid-, 
and long-term cooperation in the areas of missiles and 
unmanned aerial systems (UAS), giving MBDA, BAE 
Systems, Dassault Aviation and other companies a sense of 
what business they can bank on through 2030. Although 
financial commitments were largely absent, the work being 
put in place represents a substantial investment in 
development and production activity across the -Anglo-French 
defense supply chain. 

Industry officials are taking heart from the policy 
pronouncements, particularly since they cover a range of 
activities that will lead to new production opportunities as well 
as to long-term research and technology work. “We are 
delighted with the announcement,” says an industry 
representative involved in UAS projects. 

In the missile domain, the two governments identified 
four main areas, largely involving the Anglo-French elements 
of European missile manufacturer MBDA. 

The most ambitious effort is an agreement to work jointly 
on a cruise missile with land-attack and anti-ship capabilities. 
A low-level study contract had already been awarded in 
December. The weapon would likely serve as a replacement 
for the Scalp/Storm Shadow cruise missile and the Exocet 
anti-ship weapon around 2030. 

MBDA researchers have been exploring options and last 
year unveiled the Perseus concept. While the eventual weapon 
will likely be different, some of the underlying technologies—
including the continuous-detonation-wave engine to provide 
high speed over a long range—could serve as building blocks. 
Serious development work is not expected to begin until after 
2020, though. 

In the nearer term, the governments gave their long-
anticipated commitment to the Future Anti-Ship Guided 
Weapon (Heavy)—FASGW(H) or ANL in French. The 
development contract was to have been finalized last year; but 
owing to delays in arranging the summit, contract-signing 
should now take place in the next few months. 

Wind-tunnel trials and other component tests to prepare 
the 110-kg (242-lb.) FASGW(H) missile, which is to be used 
from the Panther, NH90 and Wildcat helicopters, have already 
been completed. 

Bridging those timeframes is work to upgrade the 
Scalp/Storm Shadow cruise missile. Still under review is 
whether this will be merely a rebuild to deal with parts 
obsolescence, or a capability upgrade—including the addition 
of a two-way data link—in which the Royal Air Force has 
signaled interest. 

The other mid-term project is the Future Anti-Surface 
Tactical Missile, with initial studies to be conducted this year. 
The weapon is likely a 50-kg anti-armor weapon equivalent to 
the French effort to replace its Milan missile with the MMP—
the medium-range weapon program for which France awarded 
a risk-reduction contract late last year. 

In the unmanned aircraft realm, the two sides also are 
looking to expand their partnership. France, for example, may 
join the Thales U.K. Watchkeeper tactical UAS program. 
After many delays, the U.K. hopes to field Watch-keeper—an 
upgraded version of the Elbit Hermes 450—this year. And 
France has a long-unmet requirement to replace its Sperwers. 

The real centerpiece of the new Franco-British initiative is 
the combined BAE Systems/Dassault Aviation effort to 
provide the two countries with a high-end medium-altitude, 
long-endurance (MALE) UAS capable of operating in civilian 
airspace. An 18-month technology risk-assessment phase is to 
begin in April for industry to explore 12 areas where work 
may be needed and to help military users refine their initial 
requirements. 

This phase will examine a range of issues from sensor 
performance to certification. If some requirements are seen as 
too risky to program execution, or as driving up costs 
excessively, they may be adjusted. Industry will undertake 
modeling and simulation activities as well as technology 
demonstrations. 

The unmanned aircraft is likely to be turboprop-powered 
and feature electro-optical/infrared and radar payloads. A 
payload capability has not been set; instead, the prime 
contractor team has been urged to work with suppliers to 
identify the best way to meet the established mission 
requirements. 

To help ease program management, a single program 
office has been set up within the U.K.’s Defense Equipment 
and Support organization, but the actual risk-reduction 
contract will be awarded through the French defense 
armaments agency (DGA). Industry will share the work 
equally, with Dassault and BAE Systems leading different 
activities. 

At this point, the schedule is one of the biggest unknowns. 
The U.K. has a notional 2018 initial operational capability 
objective; France’s is two years later. However, given the 
complexity of the program and the pace of activity early on, 
meeting the 2018 objective will be challenging, says an 
industry official. 

For Europe, success or failure of the MALE UAS activity 
could have major ramifications. If things go well, the project 
could lead to closer cooperation in developing unmanned 
combat air systems. As part of the summit, Sarkozy and 
Cameron agreed to launch a Future Combat Air System 
Demonstration in 2013, with specifications to be established 
starting this year. BAE Systems is already working on the 
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British Taranis demonstrator, with Dassault leading the 
European Neuron project; both are to fly this year. Dassault 
Aviation CEO Charles Edelstenne has long urged Europe to 
start focusing beyond the demonstration phase, and put in 
place longer-term development commitments. 

Other equipment issues on the Anglo-French agenda 
include a reaffirmation to work together in logistics support 
for the Airbus Military A400M transport and cooperating to 

meet future satellite communications needs. France currently 
operates the Syracuse military satcom system, while the U.K. 
relies on Skynet 5. 

Moreover, the spirit of cooperation extends beyond 
equipment matters. By 2016, the two counties want to 
establish a deployable joint-force headquarters, with the goal 
of having it capable of integrating representatives from allied 
militaries. 
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23. New U.K. Helicopter Completes Sea Trials 
(DEFENSE NEWS 29 FEB 12) ... Alan Dron 

The U.K. Royal Navy’s new Wildcat helicopter has 
completed two 10-day sessions on board the frigate Iron Duke 
and marked a milestone in the Fleet Air Arm’s trials and 
training program for the next-generation multi-role aircraft. 

During the trials in January and February, the Wildcat 
touched down on the Iron Duke’s flight deck 390 times. The 
trials included 148 night landings, 76 of which were 
performed using night-vision goggles. 

The AgustaWestland-built prototype made its first landing 
on the Iron Duke in December to check basic parameters such 
as the ability of the vessel’s flight-deck recovery system to 
pull the helicopter into the hangar and whether the frigate’s 
command system could communicate with the Wildcat’s 
system. 

A major upgrade of AgustaWestland’s Lynx, which has 
been in U.K. military service in various versions for more than 
30 years, the Wildcat is sufficiently different for it to require 
new guidelines for safe operations in various sea conditions 
and for carrying different payloads. To help establish the 

operating guidelines, the frigate sought out a variety of 
weather conditions off the southwest coast of England, in the 
Irish Sea and off the north coast of Scotland. Two test pilots 
assessed and scored the difficulty and workload required for 
each landing in differing weather conditions and sea states. 
Data on the helicopter’s performance was collected by 
multiple sensors and video feeds were produced from each 
crew position. 

In December, the first Wildcat is scheduled to be 
delivered to the 700W Naval Air Squadron at Royal Naval Air 
Station Yeovilton in southwest England. The squadron is 
responsible for preparing Lynx aircrews for the new helicopter 
and will provide the core of personnel for the Wildcat 
Operational Conversion Unit (OCU), to be established in early 
2015. The OCU will eventually take over all Wildcat training. 

The Ministry of Defence plans to purchase 28 Wildcats 
for the Royal Navy, with operations beginning in 2015. The 
Army Air Corps is to begin operating the first of 34 Wildcats 
in 2014. 
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PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
24. Who Will Stand Your Watch 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 29 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class LaTunya Howard, Navy Personnel Command 
Public Affairs 

MILLINGTON, Tenn. -- 'Who Will Stand Your Watch' is 
a new substance abuse prevention campaign recently launched 
by the Navy Alcohol and Drug Abuse Prevention (NADAP) 
office officials said Feb 28. 

The focus of the campaign is to educate Sailors on the 
negative impact substance abuse can have on their careers, 
family and shipmates. 

"Sailors have a personal responsibility to consider the 
effect their absence will have on their unit and their shipmates 
if he or she is removed from duty as a result of a substance 
abuse incident," said Dorice Favorite, NADAP director. 

NADAP is using television public service 
announcements, posters and pamphlets to heighten awareness 
of how poor decision making by Sailors in abusing drugs or 
alcohol diminishes command readiness. 

"A Sailor's decision to use drugs has a bad impact on the 
workforce," said Yeoman 1st Class (SW/AW) Latashia 
Graham, Navy Personnel Command (NPC) secretariat office. 
"Now you put Sailors that work for you or work with you in 
the position of having to do your job and theirs which makes it 
more stressful for everyone." 

According to Favorite, the number of alcohol incidents 
and Sailors testing positive for illicit drugs has decreased over 

the years, but substance abuse continues to put lives and 
missions at risk. For that reason, it benefits everyone to 
prevent substance abuse from occurring rather than dealing 
with its consequences. Prevention requires responsibility and 
accountability at all levels. 

"The campaign is a pro-active approach to substance 
abuse," said Favorite. "It forces Sailors to ask themselves who 
will stand my watch when I lose my career or even my life due 
to drug or alcohol abuse." 

Even with the emergence of new designer drugs the Navy 
maintains a zero tolerance policy for illegal drug use, 
reinforced by the separation of 1,515 Sailors in fiscal year 
2011. The Armed Forces Medical Examiner Services currently 
tests for designer drug compounds for Navy Criminal 
Investigative Services (NCIS) cases. 

If a Sailor needs help with substance abuse, they can 
contact the command drug and alcohol program advisor 
(DAPA), contact Military-One Source for a confidential 
assessment and counseling at no cost to the Sailor, speak with 
their chain-of-command or their medical care provider. 

For more information on the 'Who Will Stand Your 
Watch' campaign, visit the NPC Webpage at 
www.npc.navy.mil, www.facebook.com/usnavy, 
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www.twitter.com/usnavy, contact the NPC customer service 
center at 1-866-U-ASK-NPC or email at 

CSCMailbox@navy.mil. 
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25. Navy Adopts Domino Strategy On How To Drink Responsibly 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 29 FEB 12) ... Navy Personnel Command Public Affairs 

MILLINGTON, Tenn. -- Navy Alcohol and Drug Abuse 
Prevention (NADAP) Office launched the "Domino Strategy 
on How to Drink Responsibly" campaign, Navy officials said 
Feb. 29. 

"This social marketing campaign encourages Sailors to 
pay attention to the size, content and amount of alcohol they 
consume each time they drink," said Dorice Favorite, director, 
Navy Alcohol and Drug Abuse Prevention. "The strategy 
recommends that Sailors follow responsible drinking 
guidelines defined by the U.S. Department of Health and 
Human Services." 

Those guidelines advocate a 0-1-2 approach. Zero drinks 
for people who are under 21, operating any type of vehicle, 
pregnant, trying to become pregnant or breastfeeding, 
recovering alcoholics or chemically dependent, and using 
certain medications. No more than one standard drink per day 
for women and no more than two standard drinks per day for 
men.  

The campaign is designed to help people who drink 
alcohol, reduce their risk of harming themselves or others. The 
strategy provides specific information that enables people to 
compare their individual drinking pattern against a clear set of 
low-risk guidelines. The Domino Strategy does not replace 
current prevention programs; it adds depth to already existing 
initiatives, according to Favorite. 

The messages of the Domino Strategy are divided into 
three phases. The first phase asks the question "Do you 
count?,” helping Sailors make the connection between 
counting drinks and reducing personal risk. The second and 
third phase educate Sailors on what constitutes a "standard 
drink" and encourages Sailors to pay attention to the content 
of their drink by asking "How big is it?" and "What's inside?" 

"We're not telling people not to drink if they are of age to 
drink but we want them to drink responsibly. Substance abuse 
reduces a command's ability to accomplish its mission and is 
inconsistent with Navy core values," said Favorite. 

Alcohol and drug abuse can seriously damage an 
individual's physical and mental health, jeopardize their safety 
and the safety of others, can lead to criminal prosecution, and 
can result in unfavorable separation from naval service. 

The campaign will include posters, outdoor banners, table 
tents, pamphlets, and TV/Radio public service 
announcements. All materials are available at no cost to all 
Navy commands for ordering through the Navy Logistics 
Library. Supply personnel may order them via 
https://nll1.ahf.nmci.navy.mil (for NMCI computers) or 
http://www.navsup.navy.mil/navsup (if NMCI is not 
available). 
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26. Stennis Coming Home: Sailors, Families Get Re-Acquainted 
(KITSAP (WA) SUN 29 FEB 12) ... Ed Friedrich 

PACIFIC OCEAN — A Tiger Cruise is more than 
goofing off on an aircraft carrier, though there's plenty of that. 
It is a Navy tradition in which family members are invited 
along for the last leg of a trip so they can reunite with their 
Sailors. 

USS John C. Stennis has been deployed for seven months 
to the Middle East and Western Pacific. Its Sailors and their 
families have coped without each other. They can't just flip a 
switch back to "home" mode. 

"They get to see what we do, get a little cold, bounce 
around a bit and get reacquainted," Stennis strike group 
commander Rear Adm. Craig Faller said of the families 
members, called Tigers during the trip home. 

Five hundred and four family members and friends 
boarded the ship Monday evening in San Diego, where the air 
wing got off. The carrier departed Tuesday morning for 
Bremerton, where it is scheduled to arrive at 11:30 a.m. 
Friday. 

The Tigers have shadowed Sailors, toured places like the 
bridge and the weapons magazine, viewed a special screening 
of the Navy SEAL movie "Act of Valor," and watched a 
flyover of F/A-18 fighter jets. 

Wednesday morning, Frank and Lori Royos waited on the 
flight deck with their daughter, information systems technician 
Stacy, for the Super Hornets' arrival. 

"It was an opportunity to see her a week earlier that we 
would've, and the ship's amazing," Lori Royos said. "As 
Tigers, what we wanted to do was see what she does, where 
she sleeps, who she hangs out with. Mainly the reason we're 
here is we're just really proud of Stacy and her job as a Sailor 
for the Navy." 

Three generations of Eidsvaags huddled in the flight-deck 
control room, where aviation boatswain's mate handling chief 
Stephen works. Twelve-year-old Sean moved model planes 
around a tabletop illustration of the flight deck that showed 
which jets were ready to take off or needed fuel, maintenance 
or weapons. The Cougar Valley Elementary sixth-grader 
thought seeing the weapons earlier was neater, but had to 
admit his dad's job working with jets was pretty cool. 

So did his grandfather, Larry, who came all the way from 
Boston for the Tiger Cruise. 

"Of course, seeing him was the most important thing 
because we don't see him very often," he said. "To tell him 
how proud we are of him and to tell Sean that even though 
daddy's not there (at home), he's doing what he's doing not 
only to protect the family but to protect the country." 

Tigers pay $107 for the experience. That pays for food 
and a Stennis backpack filled with a cap, T-shirt and other 
memorabilia, said Petty Officer Karla Schwartz, who helped 
put the cruise together for the Morale, Welfare and Recreation 
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Department. Having family on board can re-energize Sailors, 
who are getting tired of the routine, she said. 

"I thought it was rewarding that my family came out and 
re-boosted me up," she said of their ride from Hawaii to San 
Diego. "It gave them a good perspective of what we do out 
here. You can explain it to them, but until they see what type 
of equipment you work on and sleep in the same type bed you 
do, they have no idea." 

Lt. Cmdr. Blaine Laurion had four guests — son Aydan, 
12; daughter Emma, 15; brother Michael, 43; and father Dan 
O'Connor. Laurion, a 1986 Olympic High graduate, is Strike 
Group 3's operations planner. 

"I think it's a lot cooler than I did," Emma, a Crosspoint 
Academy student, said of dad's job. 

Return to Index 
 

27. Travel Industry Promises Jobs To Vets 
(USA TODAY 01 MAR 12) 

The travel industry is promising to create nearly 3,000 
jobs for veterans and military spouses by 2014 as part of a 
program announced Wednesday by Michelle Obama. 

The first lady's office said the American Society of Travel 
Agents was creating a coalition to help veterans and military 
spouses get jobs in the travel industry and hang on to them as 
families are transferred to different military bases. Obama and 

Jill Biden, the wife of the vice president, are leading the 
Joining Forces campaign to encourage businesses, 
communities and others to support military families. The 
travel industry coalition includes companies such as Orbitz 
Worldwide, American Express Consumer Travel network, 
Amadeus North America, and a number of leading rental car 
companies. 
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28. Norfolk Midshipman Awarded Prestigious Scholarship 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 29 FEB 12) ... Corinne Reilly 

A U.S. Naval Academy midshipman from Norfolk has 
been awarded the prestigious Gates Cambridge Scholarship, 
the academy announced this afternoon. 

Thomas Paul, 21, is one of 40 U.S. college students 
selected this month for the award, and the 10th from the Naval 
Academy since the scholarship was established in 2000. It is 
funded by the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation and pays for 
academically outstanding students to pursue graduate degrees 
at the University of Cambridge in the United Kingdom. 

Paul, a graduate of Granby High School, is a mathematics 
honors major and a Chinese minor at the Naval Academy. He 
received the U.S. Department of State Critical Language 
Scholarship in 2010 and spent eight weeks in a cultural and 
language immersion program in China in summer 2011. 

After the University of Cambridge, Paul will continue his 
Navy career as a nuclear option surface warfare officer. 

Return to Index 
 

29. Jury: Sailor Not Guilty In Peace Corps Rape Trial 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 29 FEB 12) ... Brock Vergakis 

NORFOLK, Va. — A military jury found a Navy special 
warfare Sailor not guilty late Wednesday of raping a Peace 
Corps volunteer in Uganda multiple times after he refused to 
wear a condom. 

Petty Officer 2nd Class Camaren Walker was accused of 
raping the woman in November 2010 in the East African 
nation while he was deployed as a construction worker in 
support of a small group of Navy SEALs. Military lawyers 
said he met the volunteer out at a bar one night while she was 
out with three other volunteers and that she willingly went 
back to his hotel room at the encouragement of her friends. 

Prosecutors said the consensual encounter turned into 
rape when the condom he was wearing came off twice and she 
wanted him to stop. 

"He didn't want to follow (the accuser's) one rule for 
consensual sex," Lt. Aaron Riggio, a Navy prosecutor said. 
"She was very clear what her rule was." 

The Associated Press generally does not identify victims 
of sexual assault. 

The jury of five members, consisting of four men and one 
woman, found Walker not guilty of numerous charges that 
could have resulted in a life sentence. The jurors met for 
several hours late Wednesday after three days of testimony. 

Riggio and Walker's defense attorney, Lt. Lauren Mayo, 
were not immediately available Wednesday evening for 
comment. 

Riggio said Walker choked the woman when she told him 
she wanted to stop, then proceeded to have sex with her 
against her will three more times over the course of roughly 
six hours. On another occasion in the shower, the woman said 
she feared her trachea would be crushed and that she might 
drown. She said she didn't resist the next two times — 
including once when Walker's roommate was in the next bed 
— because she feared what might happen to her. 

In closing arguments, Mayo repeatedly said the woman's 
story was unbelievable and that she simply regretted a one-
night stand. Among other things, the woman taught school 
girls in rural Uganda to use condoms and not to succumb to 
peer pressure. 

When the woman saw the friends she was out with the 
night before, they started chanting, 'Walk of shame.' The 
group had been in Uganda's capital for a Peace Corps 
conference and Mayo said that the woman was particularly 
concerned when a new volunteer saw her and that she worried 
what that person might think of her behavior. 

The woman did not say she had been raped when she met 
with her friends the next day. That term didn't come up until 
the woman sought emergency contraception from a Peace 
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Corps doctor. One of the women in the group later testified 
that she is no longer friends with the accuser and provided 
testimony disputing one of the charges against Walker, that he 
had exposed himself on the dance floor of a bar before he 
went with the woman to the dance club. He was also found not 
guilty of that charge, among others. 

Mayo said the woman wanted to protect her reputation 
and her lifelong dream of working for the Peace Corps. The 
case shined a light on the safety concerns and procedures for 
Peace Corps volunteers, which Congress was so concerned 
with last year that it passed legislation requiring the agency to 
better train participants in how to avoid sexual assaults. 

She told the five-member jury that the woman did not call 
a Peace Corps emergency hotline, even though there was a 
phone in the restroom that the woman walked into, but she 
forgot to lock the door. Mayo also cast doubt upon the details 
of the alleged rape reported to the person in charge of 
volunteers in the country. 

Throughout closing arguments, Mayo repeatedly said the 
woman's story was unbelievable. 

Among other things, Mayo noted that the woman sent her 
friends back to the hotel room to retrieve her earrings after the 
assaults were said to have occurred. Mayo also said the 
woman hugged Walker before leaving in the morning and that 
she slept in Walker's clothes instead of her own. The woman 

said she didn't try to leave the room because Uganda is such a 
dangerous country at night, but Mayo noted she stayed there 
for four hours after the sun rose. 

The woman testified that she didn't scream, attempt to 
fight off Walker or ask his roommate, Chief Petty Officer 
William Witt, for help. The woman said she was worried Witt 
might try to rape her, too. She was unaware that the men were 
in the Navy. Walker does construction work for Virginia 
Beach-based SEALs and his record shows that he has won 
medals for good conduct and humanitarian service. 

The roommate said he saw the woman get into Walker's 
bed after one of the alleged assaults. Witt was sleeping in the 
next bed at the time when one of the other alleged assaults 
happened, but he said he only heard kissing. 

After seeing the woman after get out of the shower 
following the alleged second assault, "she still seemed happy," 
Witt said. 

Witt said he was annoyed that Walker asked him to leave 
the room while he was talking with his wife on her birthday so 
he could be alone with the woman, but he had no idea that 
anything was amiss. 

He said he didn't learn until the next day that Walker had 
choked the woman. He said Walker told him that when she 
said that she didn't like being choked, he stopped. 
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30. Navy Fires Cheatham Annex-Based CMC 
(NAVY TIMES 29 FEB 12) ... William H. McMichael 

The command master chief of Navy Expeditionary 
Logistics Support Group was fired at admiral’s mast late 
Tuesday afternoon for fraternization with two of his chief 
petty officers and other infractions, the Navy confirmed this 
evening. 

Command Master Chief (SW/AW) Richard Ward, a 23-
year veteran, was relieved by Rear Adm. Mark Belton, the 
group’s commander, at Cheatham Annex, Va., said Lt. Cmdr. 
John Gay, spokesman for Navy Expeditionary Combat 
Command in Norfolk. Belton concluded that Ward had 
committed fraternization, willfully disobeyed a commissioned 
officer, made a false official statement and misused a 
government cell phone. Government phones are for official 
use only. 

The non-judicial punishment stemmed from an 
investigation into allegations of fraternization that were 
reported by a member of the command in January, Gay said. 
Ward was found to have fraternized with two female chief 
petty officers. 

Gay said both also faced non-judicial punishment. 
“Appropriate action was taken, and they were held 
accountable,” he said. He declined to provide their names or 
other identifying information, citing privacy concerns for 
personnel not considered to be public figures. 

The investigation remains open, but Gay said he was 
unaware of any additional action that might result from 
Ward’s misconduct. 

Ward’s relief is the third announced firing of a 
command’s senior sailor in 2012. A total of 13 such firings 
were announced last year. 

Ward had served as the command’s top sailor and 
commander’s enlisted advisor since June 2009. He has been 
reassigned to the staff of Navy Expeditionary Combat 
Command, Gay said. 

Senior Chief Engineman Anthony McDuffie of Navy 
Expeditionary Logistics Support Group will assume the duties 
of the group’s command master chief on an interim basis, Gay 
said. 

According to Ward’s command biography, he’s a native 
of Dallas, Texas, and enlisted in October 1988. His service 
includes assignments aboard the frigate Samuel E. Morison, 
Naval Air Reserve, Destroyer Squadron 14, Fleet Logistics 
Support Wing and service on the National Navy Policy Board 
in Washington, D.C. 

Navy Expeditionary Logistics Support Group is a Navy 
Reserve unit that provides supply and transportation support. 
It’s comprised of a full-time and selected reserve support staff 
and five Navy Expeditionary Logistics Regiments, including 
11 Navy Cargo Handling Battalions and a Training and 
Evaluation Unit. 
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FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
31. Panetta: Sequestration Planning Could Begin This Summer 
(DEFENSE NEWS 29 FEB 12) ... Kate Brannen 

Defense Secretary Leon Panetta told lawmakers that the 
Pentagon would begin planning for the potential automatic 
spending cuts that would come with sequestration this summer 
if Congress does not act before then. 

Speaking at a Feb. 29 House Budget Committee hearing, 
Panetta said the Pentagon was not doing any planning now for 
additional defense cuts, with the hopes that Congress would 
work out a larger deficit-reduction plan that would replace a 
sequester. 

“It’s the law, but it doesn’t come until January 2013,” 
Panetta said. “I think it’s totally irresponsible for the Congress 
to allow it.” 

In August, lawmakers passed the Budget Control Act that 
raised America’s borrowing limit on condition that $2.1 
trillion be cut from the nation’s debt. The first half of that 
would come from spending caps imposed on discretionary 
spending over the next decade, including an estimated $487 
billion from the Pentagon over the 10-year period. 

If Congress fails to raise the remaining $1.2 trillion, 
automatic spending cuts would start in January 2013, 
including an additional $500 billion cut automatically from 
DoD. 

House Budget Committee Chairman Rep. Paul Ryan, R-
Wis., described the cuts in the Pentagon’s 2013 budget request 
as “arbitrary.” 

Far from random, the $525 billion DoD base budget is 
designed to fit within the Budget Control Act’s cap on security 
spending. 

That law sets security spending at $686 billion for 2013. 
That pot of money has to cover funding for the Defense 
Department as well as the State Department, the Department 
of Homeland Security, and the Department of Veterans 
Affairs. 

The Pentagon is also asking for an additional $88.5 billion 
for overseas contingency operations, which are not subject to 
the Budget Control Act’s spending caps. 

More than one lawmaker asked Panetta why the Pentagon 
had not yet begun planning for sequestration. 

“There is not a hell of a lot of planning I can do,” because 
sequestration makes automatic and equally distributed cuts 
across DoD accounts, using a “meat-axe” approach, he said. 

The measure was designed to be “so insane” to first force 
the congressional super-committee to act and, if that failed, 
then to drive Congress to action, Panetta said. Sequestration 
was not meant to actually take place, he added. 

Rep. Timothy Huelskamp, R-Kansas, asked Panetta 
whether he was just hoping that sequestration would never 
happen. 

“I would hope that you would hope that that would never 
happen,” Panetta said. 

The committee’s Democratic ranking member Rep. Chris 
Van Hollen said that Democrats had offered Republicans a 
choice on sequestration: further defense cuts or closing tax 
loopholes. According to Van Hollen, Republicans chose 
defense as the sequestration threat instead of automatic tax 
increases. 

As Panetta makes his rounds on Capitol Hill, he continues 
to draw on his own congressional experience and his 
participation in the budget battles of the late 1980s and 1990s. 

Panetta served on the House Budget Committee for over a 
decade, including four years as its chairman. 

He said Congress went through many of today’s budget 
debates back then and eventually both parties were willing to 
compromise to reach a deal. 

The difference between now and then: the much larger 
size of the country’s deficit. 

Panetta said he did not think he would see a deficit of this 
size in his lifetime. 
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32. Cuts In Europe Are 'Manageable' Risk, EUCOM Commander Says 
(STARS AND STRIPES 29 FEB 12) ... John Vandiver 

STUTTGART, Germany — While reducing the U.S. 
troop presence in Europe will mean assuming some additional 
risks, new measures such as a decision to deploy V-22s to 
Europe will help the military maintain its ability to respond 
quickly to a crisis in the region, the head of U.S. European 
Command told a congressional committee Wednesday. 

“It’s a manageable amount of risk,” EUCOM commander 
Adm. James Stavridis said at a hearing of the House Armed 
Services Committee. 

Stavridis said the loss of two Air Force air control 
squadrons in Europe will be offset by the deployment of V-22 
Osprey to Europe. Stavridis stopped short of saying how many 
of the tilt-rotor aircraft would be sent or where the aircraft 
would be located. 

Stavridis said the drawdown of 11,500 troops in Europe, 
most coming from the loss of two Army brigades, will be 
mitigated by rotating troops through Europe from a “dedicated 
brigade in the United States.” 

Rep. Buck McKeon, R-Calif., chairman of the Armed 
Services Committee, said he was concerned that budget 
worries, and not strategy, drove the decision to scale back in 
Europe. 

“I’m worried about the decisions being made for 
efficiencies and the budget,” McKeon said. 

Stavridis said the reductions in Europe would have little 
impact on how the command does business in Europe. 
Meanwhile, other lawmakers questioned why so many troops 
remain in Europe, which is relatively stable, when there is so 
much instability in Africa. 

Africa Command boss Gen. Carter Ham, who also 
appeared before the committee Wednesday, said Europe 
serves as an effective platform for carrying out missions in 
Africa. 

“In Africa, a light footprint is what we need,” Ham said. 
The troop presence in Europe “is that proximity to the theater 
that provides the agility we require.” 
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Ham also told lawmakers that he remains concerned about 
the threat posed by terror groups across Africa: al-Shabab in 
Somalia, al-Qaida affiliates in the Maghreb region of northern 
Africa and Boko Haram in Nigeria. 

“Each of those three is dangerous,” Ham said. “What 
concerns me more is the aspirational intent expressed by the 
leaders of those organizations to more closely collaborate and 
synchronize their efforts.” 
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33. Admiral Warns Of 'Burning' Out Ships, Aircraft 
(DEFENSE DAILY 01 MAR 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

The Navy cannot continue operating at the current 
worldwide tempo without putting at risk the expected lifetimes 
of its ships and aircraft, a top admiral warned yesterday. 

Vice Adm. Terry Blake, the deputy chief of naval 
operations for capabilities and resources integration, said as of 
this week 133 of the Navy's 283 ships are deployed--a rate of 
47 percent that is not sustainable over the long run. 

"We've got to figure out how to operate with less than that 
out there because if you continue to operate on a wartime 
footing, as that is, that is an unsustainable model if we're 
going to be able to get our ships and aircraft to the end of their 
expected service lives," Blake said at a breakfast sponsored by 
the Navy League. "We are burning up the ship lives and the 
aircraft lives." 

The demand from combatant commands for assets in their 
global areas of responsibility have not declined despite the end 
of the war in Iraq and the drawdown of forces in Afghanistan, 
Blake said at an event hosted by the Navy League. 

"If we don't have any more assets we've got to prioritize 
what we've got and parse them out appropriately," he said. He 
added more wear on ships and aircraft could add up to higher 
maintenance cost over their lifetime. 

Under the budget squeeze the Pentagon is facing, the 
Navy expects to have about the same number of ships in five 
years as it does now. In its five-year shipbuilding plan 
unveiled Feb. 13 alongside its fiscal 2013 spending request, 
the Navy proposed building 41 ships--57 fewer than originally 
planned. 

The Navy set a goal several years ago to build and sustain 
a fleet of 313 ships, but that objective could be on hold 
because of diminishing budgets. The service is conducting a 
new force structure assessment in light of the Obama 
administration's revised global strategy outlined in January 
that places heightened focus on the Asia-Pacific. Blake would 
not put a timeframe on the completion of the Navy's fleet size 
assessment. 

The new strategy that relies largely on sea and air 
capabilities has raised questions as to whether the Navy will 
be able to execute it without elevating annual ship 
construction. 

"I'm concerned that budget cuts of this significance to our 
Navy and armed forces will increase our risk in this theater," 
Rep. Howard "Buck" McKeon (R-Calif.), the chairman of the 
House Armed Services Committee, said during a Navy budget 
hearing Feb 16. 

Adm. Robert Willard, chief of Pacific Command, told the 
Senate Armed Services Committee Tuesday that while the 
number of ships in the Navy's fleet is important, it's of greater 
significance to ensure forces are well positioned in key areas 
of the world such as the Asia-Pacific region. 

"It's more important with regard to how we bias those 
ships globally and whether or not the area of responsibility, 
that, as you suggest, is a vast maritime one in the Asia Pacific, 
is being adequately serviced," he said when asked by Sen. 
Roger Wicker (R-Miss.) about the Navy falling short of the 
313-ship goal. 
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34. BIW Gets $663M Contract For New Destroyer 
(BANGOR (ME) DAILY NEWS 29 FEB 12) ... Matt Wickenheiser 

The U.S. Navy has awarded Maine’s Bath Iron Works a 
$663 million contract to build the next destroyer in the 
resurrected Arleigh Burke program. 

The new destroyer, DDG 116, is the fourth ship in the 
Navy’s Arleigh Burke-class construction-continuation 
program, the yard said in a release, and BIW is also under 
contract for the construction of DDG 115, the third ship in the 
program. 

“All of us at Bath Iron Works are very pleased the Navy 
chose to build DDG 116 in Bath. This additional work will 
enable us to further refine our shipbuilding processes, reduce 
costs and maintain the level of Bath-built quality which the 
Navy expects from us,” said Jeff Geiger, BIW’s president. 
“We understand the importance of affordability in today’s 
challenging economic times and we’re committed to providing 
the Navy highly capable, affordable ships while maintaining 
quality Maine shipbuilding jobs that contribute to our national 
security.” 

The Navy had been transitioning out of the Arleigh Burke 
program and toward the new Zumwalt line of destroyers. But 
the high, $3 billion-plus price tag of the Zumwalts played a 
role in the Navy’s decision to drastically scale back the 
number of those next-generation destroyers to only three – all 
of which will be built at BIW. Those three are to be used as 
test platforms for new technologies. BIW laid the keel for the 
first Zumwalt-class destroyer last November. 

To maintain the fleet, the Navy turned back to the 
program that has been producing destroyers for decades – the 
Arleigh Burkes. 

In a release, Sen. Susan Collins, R-Maine, said: “This 
funding is great news for BIW, its dedicated work force, and 
for the state of Maine. It demonstrates the importance of these 
ships to the Navy, the confidence the Navy has in BIW’s 
skilled work force, and the tremendous value of these ships to 
the American taxpayer. As always, Bath-built is best-built.” 

With roughly 5,700 employees, BIW is one of the state’s 
largest private employers. 
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35. DoD Buying Power Could Fuel Clean Energy Initiatives 
(DEFENSE NEWS 29 FEB 12) ... Dave Majumdar 

Former President Bill Clinton said the United States could 
leverage the U.S. military’s research and development efforts 
to further the adoption of clean energy technologies. 

“If the Navy wants to have half of its planes fly on bio-
fuels by 2020, why not help them exceed it?” Clinton said 
Feb. 29 during a speech at the Energy Innovation Summit of 
the Department of Energy Advanced Research Projects 
Agency — Energy. “There are lots of things here we can do 
with the military. I think we should do more.” 

The Defense Department has massive numbers of 
buildings, vehicles, ships and jets that can be used more 
efficiently using new clean energy technologies, the former 
president said. Such investment by the military would not only 
save the Pentagon money in fuel, but it would provide the 
economies of scale to allow for wider adoption of clean 
energy technologies. 

Deputy Defense Secretary Ashton Carter told the 
audience the Pentagon could be an early adopter of 
innovations and push the technological edge out further than 
other entities because it is willing to pay more for better 

capabilities. It could also buy new hardware in vast quantities, 
further driving technological refinements that would reduce 
costs, Carter said. Those lower prices might then lead to wider 
adoption of such new technologies. 

“We regard that as an important function of defense 
expenditure in our country,” Carter said. “That has long been 
so.” 

For example, while a civilian user might not be willing to 
pay the exorbitant prices to buy small, lightweight, high 
energy-density batteries, the Pentagon will do so because 
soldiers and Marines operating in combat conditions need 
lightweight power cells, Carter said. That demand for high-
density power cells could lead to better, cheaper batteries, 
expanding their use. 

There are certain technological areas, such as jet engines, 
where the Pentagon is a natural leader in adopting more 
energy-efficient technologies, Carter said. Many of those 
technologies could be spun off to civilian use, as was the case 
with the Internet, GPS or jet engines, he said. 
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BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
36. Navy Still Plans To Move Carrier To Florida 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 01 MAR 12) ... Bill Bartel 

The Navy may have pulled back plans to relocate a 
Norfolk-based aircraft carrier to Florida, but it's not giving up, 
according to Navy Secretary Ray Mabus. 

"Even though we had to defer moving a carrier to 
Mayport, because of purely budgetary considerations, we 
remain absolutely committed to strategic dispersal of our 
forces on the East Coast," Mabus said during a visit to 
Jacksonville, Fla., on Tuesday. 

"This is a deferral and not an end." 
Mayport Naval Station is near Jacksonville. 
The Navy has argued that keeping its five East Coast 

carriers in Hampton Roads exposes them to increased risks of 
terrorist attack and hurricane-related damage. 

Virginia's elected leaders, who oppose the relocation, 
have said Navy leaders have not produced specific analysis 
that backs up their concerns. 

And they argue that the Navy shouldn't be spending $500 
million to $1 billion to relocate a nuclear carrier when there 
are more pressing defense needs. 

The issue came to a head Feb. 13 when Navy leaders 
announced that fiscal pressures had forced them to set aside 
indefinitely the Mayport relocation, which they had wanted 
complete in 2019. 

Mabus did not specify Tuesday when the Navy would 
want to try again. 

The carrier issue has a strong economic component for 
Virginia and Florida because of the jobs and money that come 
with the ship. 

Economists have estimated that losing a carrier would 
cost Hampton Roads 6,000 jobs and $425 million in annual 
revenue. 

U.S. Rep. Scott Rigell, R-Virginia Beach, whose district 
includes most of the region's military installations, said 
Wednesday the Navy has yet to make a strong case. 

"The Navy hasn't provided us a good enough reason to 
improve Naval Station Mayport to homeport a carrier, nor do 
they have the funds to do so," Rigell said. 
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37. Carrier Relocation ‘Not An End, Just A Deferral’ 
(JACKSONVILLE (FL) DAILY RECORD 29 FEB 12) ... Joe Wilhelm Jr. 

U.S. Secretary of the Navy Ray Mabus assured 
Jacksonville leaders Tuesday that moving a nuclear-powered 
aircraft carrier to Naval Station Mayport has only been 
deferred and in the meantime the Navy will send an 
amphibious ready group. 

“We remain absolutely committed to strategic dispersal of 
our forces along the East Coast. This was a deferral and not an 
end, but in order to show our commitment to strategic 
dispersal we are moving an amphibious ready group to 

Mayport,” Mabus said during a visit to City Hall and 
EverBank Field. 

The top military issue that has had the attention of most 
local, state and federal legislators is the homeporting of a 
nuclear-powered aircraft carrier at Naval Station Mayport, 
which would help the Navy with its plan of strategically 
dispersing it fleet, instead of leaving most of its East Coast 
nuclear fleet in Norfolk, Va. 
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“This is the first place I visited since the president’s 
budget was put in and that’s not by accident. I want to take a 
moment and talk about what that budget means for Mayport 
and for Jacksonville even though we had to defer moving a 
carrier to Mayport because of purely budgetary 
considerations,” said Mabus. 

The president’s fiscal 2013 budget did not include money 
for infrastructure improvements to make Naval Station 
Mayport nuclear-ready. 

“You have shown your commitment to the Navy and we 
hope the Navy is showing our commitment to Mayport and to 
Jacksonville in the same way,” said Mabus. 

Instead of the carrier, the Navy plans to send an 
amphibious ready group to Mayport, which includes a “big 
deck” aircraft carrier and two support ships. 

The ships will come with 2,000 Sailors and their families, 
and are scheduled to arrive in 2015, but Mabus said the Navy 
is working to bring them earlier. 

“When a carrier is here, because it’s nuclear, a lot of the 
work on it has to be done by people that are flown in to work 
on it. For an amphibious ready group, all the work is done 
locally,” he said. 

“We are talking about $75 million in maintenance a year 
for an amphibious ready group, which is about two-and-a-half 

times the maintenance that is done on a carrier during a 
comparable time,” said Mabus. 

Mabus identified Jacksonville as one of the most 
requested duty ports in the Navy. He also said the area is one 
of the biggest retirement communities for those serving in the 
Navy and Marines and Mayor Alvin Brown pledged his 
support to have jobs waiting for service men and women when 
they retire. 

“Our focus is to make sure we continue to strengthen our 
military bases here and support our veterans by making sure 
that when they retire out of the service they have a job and 
make Jacksonville their home,” said Brown. 

Heavy fog caused Mabus’ plane to reroute from Mayport 
to NAS Jacksonville before starting his visit to Jacksonville. 

Before speaking with media Monday, Mabus met at City 
Hall with Junior Navy ROTC members from Mandarin High 
School. He took time to shake the hand of each of the 40 
students present and offered some advice. 

“Study hard. There are no jobs in the military for people 
who aren’t incredibly educated and incredibly skilled. We 
trust our Sailors and Marines to operate multibillion dollar 
ships. We also entrust them to be diplomats around the 
world,” said Mabus. 
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38. NAVSUP Fleet Logistics Centers Earn Top CNO Environmental Awards 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 01 MAR 12) ... H. Sam Samuelson, NAVSUP Global Logistics Support Corporate Communications 

SAN DIEGO -- NAVSUP Fleet Logistics Centers (FLC) 
Pearl Harbor and Puget Sound were top winners in the 2011 
Chief of Naval Operations Environmental Awards announced 
Feb. 28. 

NAVSUP FLC Pearl Harbor won in the "Environmental 
Quality, Individual or Team" category and NAVSUP FLC 
Puget Sound won in the "Natural Resources Conservation, 
Small Installation" category of the award. 

FLC Puget Sound's natural resources conservation 
program is spearheaded by the command's Fuel Department, 
located on 234-acreas in eastern Kitsap County in Washington 
state. 

The fuel department established an Integrated Natural 
Resources Management Plan (INRMP) since 2002 and has 
sustained the program through the years to manage and 
enhance natural resources in the area through environmental 
sustainment projects and agreements with local environmental 
agencies, including the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 
Washington State Department of Fish and Wildlife, National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) and the 
NOAA Northwest Fisheries Science Center, Manchester 
Research Station. 

"We continuously meet our environmental obligations to 
our natural resources while meeting our military mission," 
said Glenn Schmitt, FLC Puget Sound's environmental 
director. 

According to Schmitt, the NAVSUP FLC Puget Sound 
Fuel Department INRMP - coordinated by collateral duty 
leadership from the fuel department - features unique goals 
that allow them to provide for their core customers while 
pursuing projects for local environmental enhancement. These 
projects include the overall goal of ensuring the sustainability 
of ecosystems encompassed by the installation as well as 

ensuring no net loss of capability to support the Department of 
Defense (DoD) fuel mission in the region. 

Environmental sustainment and enhancement projects 
include Salmonid Fish Feeding, Beaver Creek Legacy 
Program, Tank Farm Reforestation, Olympia Oyster 
Restoration and Christmas Bird Count, to name a few. 

The Beaver Creek Legacy Program, a restoration, has 
earned local news coverage from a number of local media and 
gained national attention due to its scope and detail. 

"Fleet Logistics Center Puget Sound, Manchester Fuel 
Department has earned an enviable reputation with their 
unparalleled support of DoD mission requirements with 
dedication to exemplary environment stewardship, and is most 
deserving of this award," said NAVSUP FLC Puget Sound's 
Commanding Officer Capt. W.C. Power. 

NAVSUP FLC Pearl Harbor's Environmental Quality 
Team Award was organized by their fuel department director 
and remains an achievement in environmental compliance and 
sustainment. 

"We have had great initiatives and we continue to 
encourage everyone in the command to get involved," said 
NAVSUP FLC Pearl Harbor Fuel Director Lt. Cmdr. Angela 
Watson. 

It started at the top. NAVSUP FLC Pearl Harbor's 
Commanding Officer Capt. John Polowczyk issued the 
command's first Environmental and Natural Resources 
Protection Policy Statement, designed to ensure that the 
commanding officer's vision and expectations for 
environmental protection were expressed and adopted by all 
members of the command. 

FLC Pearl Harbor's environmental initiatives - while 
coordinated an Environmental Quality Team with the 
command's fuel department - extends to all corners of the 
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command. Its accomplishments include: reducing hazardous 
material waste through the Consolidated Hazardous Material 
Reutilization and Inventory Management Program (CHRIMP) 
through cradle to grave hazardous material management, 
reclaiming off-specification fuel rather than disposing of it and 
partnering with the Defense Logistics Agency for re-sale, 
coordinating construction deconstruction project efforts to 
ensure recycling elements are included in plans, coordinating 
and exercising a "worst-case" fuel discharge exercise in 
partnership with Commander Navy Region Hawaii and even 

replacing command incandescent light sources with high-
efficiency fluorescent lamps. 

"FLC Pearl Harbor's program sets high standards for 
stewardship and hopes to instill an environmental ethic as part 
of our vision," said Fuel Department Deputy Director Scott 
Hendrick. 

Watson followed up saying "Instilling an environmental 
focus within the workplace encourages environmental best 
practices at home as well." 

The CNO awards are scheduled to be presented June 5 in 
Washington, D.C. 
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39. U.S. Military And Diplomatic Officials Discuss Way Ahead In Europe 
(STARS AND STRIPES 29 FEB 12) ... Jennifer H. Svan 

RAMSTEIN AIR BASE, Germany — More than 500 
U.S. military representatives and diplomatic officials posted at 
embassies and government agencies throughout Europe met 
for a series of conferences here this week to discuss force 
posture, strategy and the way ahead in light of the Pentagon’s 
new defense guidance. 

U.S. European Command was host for the annual 
conferences, which, this year for the first time, were scheduled 
concurrently to save money, EUCOM officials said, since the 
attendees come from more than 40 of EUCOM’s partner 
nations and conference participation overlaps. 

Achieving “greater efficiencies” and the implications of 
reduced resources were also important themes for the week, 
officials said. 

The reduced footprint in Europe under the new defense 
strategy will have the greatest impact on ground forces, with 
the pending departure of two U.S. Army combat brigades – 
more than 6,000 soldiers – from Germany. 

But that loss is not expected to significantly affect 
EUCOM’s mission, said Navy Rear Adm. Mark Montgomery, 
EUCOM’s deputy director of plans, policy and strategy. 

The smaller ground force in Europe is counter-balanced 
by the planned addition of increased maritime, special forces 
and missile defense capabilities as part of the new defense 
strategy, Montgomery said. 

“I think overall our posture will be enhanced by this,” 
Montgomery said during a conference break Tuesday. 
EUCOM’s infantry soldiers over the last eight years have been 
heavily engaged in Iraq and Afghanistan, he said. 

“As we’re winding down our commitment in Afghanistan, 
we will have two brigades fully committed to the missions 
here in Europe,” he said. 

Montgomery also said the end of the war in Afghanistan 
should free EUCOM allies with troops deployed there to do 
more military-to-military training and partnership building 
with other European countries, a cornerstone of EUCOM’s 
mission. 

The United Kingdom, for example, has a “10,000-person 
commitment there,” he said. “As they wind down from 
Afghanistan … they will develop their own national priorities 
and plans that we think will contribute to an overall more 
robust or equally robust capability to train and operate in 
Europe.” 

EUCOM is keen to continue the level of cooperation 
established with partner countries it worked with in 
Afghanistan, Montgomery said. 

“If we can figure out the best way to continue” that, “that 
will be a big success,” he said. “That’s the road ahead.” 
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40. U.S. To Keep 2 Marine Units In Okinawa 
Command element seen vital to frontline 
(YOMIUIRI SHIMBUN 01 MAR 12) 

The United States is set to maintain the command element 
of the U.S. Marine Corps' III Marine Expeditionary Force 
(MEF) in Okinawa Prefecture as part of a review of a 2006 
Japan-U.S. agreement on the realignment of U.S. forces, it has 
been learned. 

The U.S. government also reiterated its intention to 
maintain the 31st Marine Expeditionary Unit (MEU), a main 
combat unit of the U.S. Marine Corps stationed in Okinawa 
Prefecture, according to both Japanese and U.S. government 
sources. 

The U.S. told Japan of the plans during vice ministerial-
level talks held Monday and Tuesday in Tokyo, the sources 
said. 

Currently, there are about 18,000 marines stationed in the 
prefecture. The two governments have agreed to relocate 
about 8,000 of them to Guam and other locations. 

While the U.S. government is determining the specific 
units and number of personnel to be transferred to Guam and 
other locations, it aims to maintain 10,000 troops in Okinawa 
Prefecture by relocating combat forces instead of the III MEF 
Command Element and the 2,200-strong 31st MEU, the 
sources said. 

By announcing it would leave the two units untouched, 
the United States indicated its belief that they are indispensible 
to its key frontline base against China and North Korea, 
according to observers. 

A MEF is the largest unit of a marine task force, 
comprising a command element, a ground combat division, an 
air combat division and a logistics division. 

The III MEF, which is estimated to be staffed by 18,000 
to 21,000 personnel, is headquartered at Camp Courtney in 



 30

Uruma, Okinawa Prefecture, while the two other MEFs are 
based in California and North Carolina. 

The III MEF Command Element oversees marines 
stationed in Okinawa Prefecture, including the helicopter 
squadron at Futenma Air Station in Ginowan. 

The 2006 agreement initially included relocating the 
3,046 personnel of the command element to Guam, according 
to documents released by the U.S. Navy in 2009. 

The United States had already expressed its intention to 
maintain the 31st MEU when the agreement was reached in 
2006. 

The III MEF Command Element is the only one of its 
kind outside the United States. It is commanded by a 

lieutenant general, who also serves as the Okinawa Area 
Coordinator, the leader of U.S. forces in the prefecture. 

Japan and the United States aim to compile an interim 
report reviewing the 2006 agreement by the end of April, 
before spending several more months to compile a final report, 
the sources said. 

Prime Minister Yoshihiko Noda is scheduled to meet U.S. 
President Barack Obama during his visit to the United States 
in early May. 

At their meeting, the two leaders plan to issue a joint 
statement calling for stronger security ties between the two 
countries, including the review of the realignment of U.S. 
forces in Japan. 
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41. Economy Suffers As Guam Waits For U.S. Marines 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 29 FEB 12) ... Mar-Vic Cagurangan 

HAGATNA, Guam — Row upon row of dormitories lie 
empty at the Ukudu housing complex in northern Guam amid 
uncertainty over U.S. plans to relocate thousands of Marines 
from Japan to the Pacific island nation. 

Work on the project began two years ago, in anticipation 
of an economic boom in Guam following a 2006 agreement 
between Washington and Tokyo to transfer 8,000 Marines and 
9,000 dependents from the Japanese island of Okinawa. 

Designed to accommodate up to 18,000 temporary 
workers needed to service the U.S. military’s increased 
presence, the $200-million complex includes space for an on-
site fire station, medical clinic, transport hub and police 
station. 

The vast majority of its buildings stand empty, however; a 
symbol of the lengthy delays and constant changes to the 
Marine transfer plan that have cast a pall of uncertainty over 
Guam’s economy. 

Ukudu’s developer, South Korean-owned Younex 
International Enterprises, said it had adjusted its business plan 
and has leased what space it could in the vast complex to 
workers who were not linked to the military buildup. 

“There are existing construction projects that are already 
in progress. These projects may not be related to the military 
buildup but they require care (accommodation) for workers,” 
Younex vice-president David Tydingco said. 

Guam, a U.S. territory, already houses Navy and Air 
Force bases, with U.S. military spending accounting for about 
a quarter of its gross domestic product in 2010, according to 
the U.S. Department of Interior (DOI). 

The DOI predicted last year that the military buildup 
would boost Guam’s 180,000-strong population by 20 percent 
and usher in “robust expansion” for the economy. 

But deadlines for the transfer have continually changed in 
recent years and the latest agreement between the U.S. and 
Japan will reportedly involve only 4,700 Marines moving to 
Guam. 

The scale-down of the Marines’ Guam transfer comes 
against the backdrop of a drastic reduction in the U.S. defense 
budget and protracted talks between Washington and Tokyo 
over how the cost of the move from Okinawa will be split. 

Real estate analyst Nicholas Captain said the prospect of 
the Marines’ presence being slashed was a massive shock to a 
market already weakened by years of “it’s off, it’s on” 
speculation about the military’s intentions. 

“Many recent investments designed to capitalize on the 
buildup, especially worker housing and industrial property, 
have suffered from weak demand,” he said, adding that real 
estate sales in Guam “tanked” late last year. 

Some foreign investors have pulled out of projects, and 
Guam Chamber of Commerce president David Leddy said 
local businesses were tightening their belts as they assessed 
the situation. 

“When confronted with change, businesses must reinvent 
themselves in order to remain competitive and keep their 
doors open,” he said. 

“This may entail a business tightening up to live within its 
means or adjusting its strategic goals to coincide with a more 
realistic timeline.” 

Leddy said businesses needed to concentrate on Guam’s 
other major economic driver, tourism, rather than waiting for a 
windfall from the military’s plans. 

But Guam’s tourism industry relies on Japan for 70 
percent of its visitors, which has slowed in the wake of the 
earthquake and tsunami disasters last March, despite attempts 
to attract more Chinese and Russian tourists. 

Guam Contractors Association president James Martinez 
said businesses “knew the risks” surrounding the ever-
changing military plan but was hopeful investment would pick 
up once the Marines finally began arriving. 

“Companies that were here mainly to avail themselves of 
the military buildup may have pulled out of Guam with the 
intent to return once they see that military construction is back 
on track,” he said. 
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42. Naval Air Station Jacksonville Warfighters Recognized At Daytona 500 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 29 FEB 12) ... Miriam S. Gallet, Naval Air Station Jacksonville Public Affairs Officer 

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. -- During pre-race ceremonies, 41 
Sailors from Naval Air Station Jacksonville, a Marine from 
Blount Island Command, and an airman from 366 Air Force 

Recruiting Squadron, were honored alongside 43 top 
NASCAR drivers at the Daytona 500, also known as "The 
Great American Race," Feb. 26. 
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Unfortunately, the Feb. 26 running of the Daytona 500 
was postponed due to rain. however, the service members 
were thrilled by the opportunity to represent the U.S. Armed 
Forces in the pre-race activities. 

Each service member was paired with a NASCAR driver 
and experienced the excitement of riding one lap on the famed 
speedway - to the thundering applause from more than 
200,000 NASCAR fans. 

One such fan was Nick St. Clair of Coshoctow, Ohio, 
who praised Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Jacob 
Sippel of Naval Public Affairs Support Element East 
Detachment Southeast for his service. Sippel said having the 
American public recognize his service was an honor that he 
will never forget. 

"Being here today is an indescribable experience, and to 
have thousands of patriotic fans cheering and appreciating 
what a Navy Sailor does is a dream come true. I am proud to 
be here today representing the U.S. Navy," said Sippel. 

Another proud service member was Marine Sgt. Charles 
Jackson. He was paired with No. 5 driver Kasey Kahne and 
said, "I am thankful to have this opportunity to represent the 
Marine Corps and be able to ride alongside a NASCAR driver 

at the Daytona 500. This is truly an unexpected dream come 
true." 

Daytona 500 official Julie Giese said, "Having NAS 
Jacksonville warfighters participate in the 54th running of the 
Daytona 500 is an honor. We are very appreciative of all they 
do for our country and we wanted to say thank you." 

Aviation Ordnanceman 1st Class Naomi Stout of Patrol 
Squadron Eight (VP-8) was paired with Carl Edwards, driver 
of No. 99, who captured the pole position for the race. 

"Being here today has been the most amazing experience 
in my life," said Stout. 

"Never before have I been in a situation like this where 
you have 200,000 people cheering for service members. I am 
very thankful to the Daytona International Speedway and 
NASCAR - and also to the NAS Jacksonville and VP-8 
leadership - that made it possible for us to be part of such a 
grand event." 

When the race was called off, the service members were 
soaked, however, each one expressed their gratitude and 
agreed "it was all worth it." The race finally ran Feb. 27 and 
was won by Matt Kenseth in car No. 17. 
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NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
43. Theme For Troops At Iraq War Dinner: ‘Humbled’ 
(NAVY TIMES 29 FEB 12) ... Gina Harkins 

Getting a phone call that you have a dinner scheduled 
with the president in the White House’s East Room might 
sound like a prank — and that’s what many Iraq war veterans 
thought when they got that call. 

“My brigade commander said, ‘Hey, you’ve been selected 
as one of x number of people to go — congratulations,’” 
Army Chief Warrant Officer 4 John Nikolao said. “I kept 
waiting for him to say, ‘just kidding.’” 

President Barack Obama and the first lady hosted the 
formal dinner of gratitude Wednesday night for those who 
served in Operation Iraqi Freedom and Operation New Dawn 
and their family members. In a room typically reserved for 
heads of states, veterans and their families were invited to 
commemorate the end of the war. 

“These rooms have hosted presidents, prime ministers, 
kings and queens,” Obama said. “But in the history of this 
house, there has never been a night quite like this.” 

The nearly 80 veterans, hand-selected by Pentagon 
officials, are meant to serve as a cross-section of not only the 
more than 1 million troops who served in Iraq, but the U.S. in 
general. Every state and territory was to be represented. 

Once it became clear that the news of the dinner was real, 
one word became a theme among those vets: humbled. 

Navy Hospital Corpsman 3rd Class Max Rohn of 
Colorado lost part of his right leg in a blast after spending just 
five months in Iraq. Yet his mind was still on the rest of his 
unit during the festivities. 

“It’s really remarkable,” Rohn said. “I’m at a loss for 
words. I’m here for them.” 

Nearly 4,500 U.S. troops died supporting the Iraq war, 
from which U.S. forces officially withdrew in December. 
Another 32,000 were wounded in action there. And the fact 

that thousands more remain in harm’s way in Afghanistan and 
elsewhere was not forgotten Wednesday night. 

“A lot of people are still deployed currently,” Nikolao 
said, representing American Samoa. “I’m really honored to 
represent all of those people today and they still remain in our 
thoughts and prayers.” 

With such a small number of service members 
representing the 1 million that served in Iraq, some voiced 
concerns that the dinner was not enough to pay tribute to all 
Operation Iraqi Freedom and Operation Enduring Freedom 
veterans. 

Army Major Carter Price said that argument could not 
exist without being able to celebrate the end of a war. 

“What a great controversy to have,” Price said, 
representing West Virginia. “Should we have a parade or 
not?” 

Marine Corps Staff Sgt. Harry Prassenos representing 
Mississippi said just the day-to-day recognition they get is 
enough. 

“The daily ‘God Bless you’s’ from former service 
members and civilians — I think that’s enough,” Prassenos 
said. 

Marine First Sgt. Christina Hunts Horse-May of South 
Dakota said the best part of the dinner was that it united the 
various members of the military. 

“I feel proud to represent the Marines,” Hunts Horse-May 
said. “But I am most excited that the commander in chief 
brought us all together.” 

Vice President Joe Biden spoke of the troops’ difficult 
mission in Iraq and the unexpected duties they were called to 
fill, including tax collection and shaping local Iraqi policy. 

Obama also promised the country’s continued effort to 
address the needs of this generation’s warriors. This is not the 
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first tribute to those who served in Iraq, Obama said, and it 
won’t be the last. 

“The wounds of war can last a lifetime, but so does 
America’s commitment to you and all who served,” he said. 
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44. Admiral From South River Attends White House Dinner For Iraq Veterans 
(MIDDLESEX COUNTY (NJ) NEWS 29 FEB 12) ... Malia Rulon Herman 

WASHINGTON — A naval officer who credits the 
Jersey Shore with his love of the ocean was among 78 service 
members invited to a dinner at the White House on 
Wednesday to express the nation’s gratitude to those who 
served in Iraq. 

Rear Adm. Frank Morneau, 51, served several times in 
Iraq, his most recent tour lasting from July 2009 until July 
2010. During that time, Morneau served as deputy director for 
operations at the U.S. force headquarters in Baghdad. He was 
awarded the Bronze Star for his service. 

“The national recognition being afforded in light of this 
dinner is worthy of note,” Morneau said. “I was very humbled 
to be invited. There were millions of service members who 
served in Iraq.” 

Those servicemen and servicewomen — 2.38 million to 
be exact — were to be represented by the 200-plus veterans 
and guests at the dinner. They come from all 50 states, the 
District of Columbia and U.S. territories, span generations, 
gender and all five branches of the military. 

Morneau said that when he looks back over his service in 
Iraq, the thing that stands out is the commitment of the U.S. 
forces to “step up and meet the mission.” 

“I’ve seen it. I’ve served in the forces my entire adult life, 
but after serving in a combat zone, it’s especially heightened,” 
he said. 

Morneau was born in Neptune and grew up in South 
River. But it was the Jersey Shore — his mother was from 
Seaside Park — that had the biggest effect on him, he said. 

“I can honestly say that when I grew up, going to the 
Shore is when I fell in love with the ocean. And now I’ve been 
in the Navy for 28 years,” he said. 

Morneau’s family moved out West when he was young, 
but he always considered New Jersey home, he said. He later 
attended the U.S. Naval Academy, where the youngest of his 
two sons is studying. 

Morneau is stationed at the Pentagon in Washington, 
D.C., where he serves as deputy director for expeditionary 
warfare. 
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45. Marine Corps’ Top General Hospitalized 
(MARINE CORPS TIMES 29 FEB 12) ... Gina Cavallaro 

The Marine Corps’ top general underwent back surgery 
Wednesday and is recovering at Walter Reed National 
Military Medical Center in Bethesda, Md., Marine Corps 
Times has learned. 

Gen. Jim Amos is “doing well,” said his spokesman, Lt. 
Col. Joe Plenzler, who declined to specify the details of the 
Marine commandant’s surgery, citing privacy concerns. 

“General Amos is in excellent health, and his doctors 
expect a full and speedy recovery,” Plenzler said. “It is 
expected that he will return to his duties at the Pentagon 
soon.” 

Amos, who turned 65 years old in November, has 
maintained a busy schedule since becoming the commandant 
in October 2010. He travels frequently to Marine Corps 
facilities around the United States, and has spent considerable 
time visiting Marines in Afghanistan, most recently in early 
February. 

Amos complained of sciatic nerve pain Feb. 16 during a 
brief interview with Marine Corps Times in Washington. He 
had appeared in Congress that day to discuss the Marine 
Corps’ proposed budget and force reductions. It is unclear 
whether that pain prompted the need for surgery. 

Such pain is caused when there is damage to or pressure 
on the sciatic nerve, which starts in the lower spine and 
stretches down the back of each leg, according to the National 
Institutes of Health. Mostly affecting only one side, the pain 
can be severe enough to immobilize a person. 

It’s unclear when Amos will return to work, but Plenzler 
said the commandant is being kept apprised of Marine Corps 
business as he recovers. 

Amos was scheduled to appear in Congress on Thursday 
and testify about the Marine Corps’ proposed 2013 budget. 
The Marine Corps’ assistant commandant, Gen. Joseph 
Dunford, will appear at the hearing instead. 
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46. Group Plans To Honor Iraq, Afghanistan War Vets 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 29 FEB 12) ... Brett Zongker 

WASHINGTON — It took almost 60 years for World 
War II veterans to get a monument in Washington. The 
Vietnam Veterans Memorial opened less than a decade after 
their war ended. Now with the Iraq war just over, and 
Afghanistan continuing, there are already plans to honor those 
veterans in a new National Mall tribute in the works. 

It wouldn’t be a full-scale Iraq and Afghanistan war 
memorial. But the group that built the Vietnam memorial wall 
of names tells The Associated Press that it will expand the 
scope of a planned education center nearby to include service 
members killed in Iraq and Afghanistan. Their photos would 

be displayed alongside those of soldiers, Sailors, airmen and 
Marines who died in the Vietnam conflict that ended in 1975. 

The new facility, due to break ground in November and 
open in 2014, is an offshoot of the Vietnam memorial that 
opened on the Mall in 1982. The new underground space, to 
be called The Education Center at The Wall, will feature 
stories of the long line of U.S. war dead from various conflicts 
including Vietnam. 

A major piece of the exhibition will be a video wall that 
will show visitors the photos, names and details of fallen 
fighters who had a birthday that particular day. That display, 
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and some other parts of the exhibits, will now include veterans 
from the Iraq and Afghanistan wars. 

The Vietnam Veterans Memorial Fund decided to expand 
the scope of the project to welcome their fellow veterans 
home, said Jan Scruggs, the founder and president of the fund. 
Vietnam veterans who experienced an often bitter return from 
an unpopular war want to give veterans from Iraq and 
Afghanistan a proper homecoming, he said. 

“What is important now is that we tell the story about 
these people and what happened in Iraq and Afghanistan and 
pay homage to their service, their duty,” said Scruggs, a 
Vietnam veteran. “This will be the parade for these guys 
coming back from Iraq. This will be where these guys go.” 

Justin Constantine, a major in the Marine reserves from 
Fairfax, Va., who was shot and injured in Iraq and is 
consulting on the project, said he knows at least six fallen 
Marines who will be honored. He predicts many wounded 
warriors will want to visit the site. 

“To get this kind of recognition in the nation’s capital, 
right next to other very significant military memorials, means 
a lot of to us,” he said. “It will make sure our sacrifice will 
never be forgotten.” 

As the last U.S. troops have returned home from Iraq, 
there has been some criticism of the lack of a parade in 
Washington or New York or other fanfare to honor their 
sacrifices. 

Constantine said he didn’t join the Marines to have a 
ticker-tape parade when he returned home. Still, he said, he 
doesn’t want his fellow veterans to be forgotten. 

The 42-year-old veteran was in Iraq only six weeks before 
he was shot in the head in October 2006. It took him five years 
to recover, and he will undergo more surgeries, including 
facial reconstruction, and therapy for post-traumatic stress 
disorder. 

He sees parallels between Iraq and the Vietnam war, but 
also differences with the absence of a draft. “We all know 
only 1 percent of the American population is involved in the 
war in Iraq and Afghanistan,” he said. 

Building an official national memorial honoring veterans 
from Iraq, Afghanistan or other terrorism hotspots will likely 
take years, though some smaller monuments have already 
been built in places like Fort Hood, Texas and Kokomo, Ind. 
Politicians in Washington also have sought to mark the end of 
the Iraq war and show their appreciation. On Wednesday, 
President Barack Obama is hosting a White House dinner to 
honor Iraq veterans. 

Constantine said it’s too soon for a large memorial in 
Washington, though, because many of the same troops who 

served in Iraq are still serving in Afghanistan. The war isn’t 
over. 

Still, he wants people to see the faces of soldiers who 
served and died in the most recent wars. 

“I think it would be a tragedy if the American public 
forgot about us,” he said. “I hope at some point it will be 
something more permanent than pictures.” 

Like those who served in Vietnam, the veterans from Iraq 
and Afghanistan did the jobs their country asked them to do, 
Scruggs said. Those commonalities will tie their stories to the 
broader history of U.S. battles. 

When the center is dedicated in 2014, organizers hope to 
host a huge parade as they did when the Vietnam memorial 
was dedicated in 1982. Recent veterans would march up front 
with Vietnam veterans following behind. 

Visitors to the new center will eventually walk through a 
timeline of U.S. military history, from Bunker Hill to 
Baghdad. There will be historical details from each battle, 
including the number of casualties. 

The museum will be fairly small at 20,000 square feet and 
will host about 350 people circulating through at a time. 

Some of the more than 250,000 items left at the Vietnam 
Veterans Memorial, including Purple Hearts from World War 
I, World War II, Korea and Vietnam, will be shown. Another 
exhibit could feature the last battle flag brought home from 
Iraq. Exhibit designs are being drafted by Ralph Appelbaum, 
who created installations for the U.S. Holocaust Memorial 
Museum and other sites. 

At the end of a tour, visitors will reach a large screen to 
see veterans’ faces, followed by a presentation on their shared 
values — such as loyalty, honor, duty and a willingness to 
sacrifice for their country. After that, a video screen will rise 
to reveal a collection of flags once draped over the coffins of 
troops from World War I through Iraq. 

Each visitor also will receive a dog tag with the name of a 
service member who died in Vietnam, Iraq or Afghanistan. On 
the back, it will say “He (or she) did his duty. Will you do 
yours?” with a challenge for each visitor to do something 
positive in his or her community and report back online. 

Including these troops is meant to be a permanent fixture, 
even if a traditional memorial is later built to honor veterans 
from the recent wars. 

“Even when they finally get their memorial built, the 
symbolic importance of showing the people in the most recent 
wars will be overwhelming in importance,” Scruggs said. 
“That will never end.” 
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47. Military Struggles To Identify False Valor, Lacks Award-Recipient Database 
(GOVERNMENT EXECUTIVE 29 FEB 12) ... Andrew Lapin 

House representatives admonished the U.S. military at a 
congressional hearing Wednesday for its inability to build a 
searchable online database of service members who have 
received medals or decorations. 

This lack of available public information has come under 
increased scrutiny in recent days because of a growing number 
of people who have lied about obtaining military honors for 
personal gain. 

The Stolen Valor Act, signed into law by President 
George W. Bush in 2006, makes it a federal crime to lie about 
having received a U.S. military decoration or medal, subject to 
fines or imprisonment of up to six months, or both. 

The law’s constitutionality currently is being challenged 
in the U.S. Supreme Court on the basis that it violates citizens’ 
First Amendment rights. The Supreme Court heard arguments 
on Feb. 22 from lawyers representing Xavier Alvarez, a 
California public official who was sentenced to three years’ 
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probation, a $5,000 fine and community service for telling an 
audience that he had received the Congressional Medal of 
Honor. Alvarez has never served in the military. 

Wednesday’s hearing, put on by the House Oversight 
Subcommittee on National Security, Homeland Defense and 
Foreign Operations, primarily concerned the flip side of the 
Stolen Valor Act: how to ensure that recipients of valid 
military decorations are being properly documented. The 
military currently does not provide a single online database 
containing searchable records of award recipients, though 
Military Times, an independent media source not connected to 
the government, has a partial database. 

Chairman Rep. Jason Chaffetz, R-Utah, said false valor 
extends beyond “some guy trying to impress a girl in a bar” to 
the issue of veteran employment, adding companies seeking to 
hire decorated former service members have no efficient, 
trustworthy means to verify that applicants are telling the 
truth. 

“There is absolutely no excuse, in the year 2012, that the 
entire military personnel system cannot immediately find and 
correct errors and omissions in military service records,” 
Joseph Davis, director of public affairs for Veterans of 
Foreign Wars, said in his opening remarks. 

Chaffetz blamed a “lack of leadership within the 
Pentagon” for the military’s inability to properly organize a 
database of award recipients. “Collectively, the Department of 
Defense is failing,” he said. “They are failing to recognize the 
problem. They are failing to recognize the need.” 

Part of the problem, according to Congress, is what 
ranking member Rep. John Tierney, D-Mass., called the 
“decentralizing” of the military. As Chaffetz explained, the 
subcommittee had requested one witness from the Defense 
Department and wound up with four, including one 
representative each from the Army, Air Force and Navy and 
one from Defense’s personnel office. Each branch of the 
military has an independent data entry operation. 

Though the witnesses from Defense agreed that 
preventing false valor should be an important goal of the 
military, they emphasized that trying to incorporate all 
available information about every service member who has 
received a decoration into a single virtual database would 
stretch the department’s resources too thin. 

“Any system as massive as the Department of Defense’s 
personnel system requires constant and vigilant 
improvement,” said Lernes Hebert, director of officer and 
enlisted personnel management for Defense. 

Hebert added that while online personnel record access is 
relatively easy for former members of the military, a flaw with 
the system is “we don’t display in a layman’s simple format 
how to access these records if you’re not a veteran.” 

“A database of awards is an achievable goal, and a worthy 
one,” Military Times Hall of Valor curator Doug Sterner said 
during the opening statements of his testimony. “It’s data 
entry. It’s not rocket science,” he added during questioning. 
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48. Mark Wahlberg To Be Lone Survivor? 
(UK PRESS ASSOCIATION 29 FEB 12) 

Mark Wahlberg could be getting into uniform to play a 
Navy SEAL in war thriller Lone Survivor. 

The Contraband star is said to be in talks alongside John 
Carter newcomer Taylor Kitsch and Ben Foster to play the 
lead roles in the big screen adaptation of Marcus Luttrell's 
book, reported Deadline. 

Peter Berg is on board to direct the film, which tells the 
harrowing story of how Marcus and his Navy SEAL 
teammates battled to stay alive after being ambushed in 
Afghanistan by Taliban forces in 2005, during a covert 
mission to kill a terrorist leader. 

Mark, who could also be a producer, is tipped to play 
Marcus, while Taylor and Ben would be cast as team 
members. 

Filming is expected to get underway in the autumn. 
Peter, who directed The Kingdom and the upcoming 

Battleship starring Taylor and Rihanna, wrote the Lone 
Survivor script after shadowing a SEAL team for a month in 
Iraq. 

"Bin Laden's death has cleared the way for this, a movie 
that will be an unapologetically patriotic film that honours and 
pays homage to an incredible group of bad**s guys who do 
this," he told Deadline. 

"The film will be a bit like Black Hawk Down, but it will 
focus on the quartet, which is fewer guys than that film," he 
added. 
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49. Navy SEALs: Tiger Did Not Train With Us 
(FOX SPORTS 29 FEB 12) ... Robert Lusetich 

The Navy SEALs deny that Tiger Woods trained with 
them, and had no indication that he wanted to quit golf to join 
the elite fighting unit. 

SEALs spokesman Captain William Fenick told 
FOXSports.com that Woods had visited the Naval Special 
Warfare Center on Coronado Island, off the coast of San 
Diego, "on a couple of occasions" but not since 2006. 

Woods' former coach, Hank Haney, says in an upcoming 
book, The Big Miss, that the golfer was obsessed with 
becoming a SEAL and undertook "a program that 
approximated the training for a Navy SEAL candidate." 

"The purpose was a sort of 'dry run' to determine whether 
he could physically and mentally handle the demands, and if 
so, whether he wanted to go forward with actually becoming a 
Navy SEAL," Haney writes. 

"To my knowledge, he did training in parachuting, self-
defense, urban-warfare simulations and shooting." 

Capt Fenick characterized Woods' visits to the SEALs 
base as "a walk and talk." 

"We did give him the opportunity to shoot a couple of 
guns at our range but as for the reports that he was doing 
SEALs training, he didn't do that with us," he said. 
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Haney writes that when he told Woods — whose father 
was a special forces soldier in Vietnam — that SEALs can't be 
older than 28, Woods responded: "It's not a problem. They're 
making a special age exemption for me." 

"We never understood his visits to mean he was interested 
in becoming a SEAL," said Capt Fenick. 

"He was interested in the SEALs and when a high 
visibility person like him wants to know what it is that we do, 
we're happy to show them. 

"This wasn't unique. We've hosted CEOs, sports figures, 
entertainment industry folks. But that doesn't mean they're 
going to be training with SEALs." 

Capt. Fenick said there were private companies run by ex-
SEALs which could've been training Woods. 

Woods' agent, Mark Steinberg, meanwhile has hit back at 
Haney for twisting the golfer's admiration for the military into 
"something negative." 
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50. Navy Partners With Facebook For Initial Timeline Rollout 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 29 FEB 12) ... Defense Media Activity - Navy 

WASHINGTON -- The Navy Facebook page launched a 
new interface Feb. 29, changing the way fans engage and 
interact on the site. 

Along with 40 other big brands from government and 
industry, the Navy was selected as part of the initial rollout of 
Facebook's popular "timeline" that, until now was only 
available to personal profiles. The move gives select brands 
early access to the interface that will eventually be mandated 
for every brand page on Facebook. 

"New Facebook pages give government agencies, 
lawmakers, and political campaigns more engaging ways to 
tell their stories, and we're excited to see branches of the U.S. 
military leading the way." said Joel Kaplan, vice president, 
U.S. Public Policy for Facebook. 

"We're eager to see others join the Army, Navy, Air 
Force, Marines, and Coast Guard in embracing new pages to 
better to connect with citizens, provide information, and 
deliver services," Kaplan said. 

The Navy entered into a beta product agreement with 
Facebook in early February for the initial rollout phase of 
Timeline for brands on the Navy's Facebook page. 

"These interface changes will allow us to tell a more 
engaging and authentic story that aligns with our ongoing 
efforts to share the value of America's Navy with audiences at 
home and abroad," said U.S. Navy Chief of Information, Rear 
Adm. Denny Moynihan. 

This early partnership gives the Navy the opportunity to 
provide feedback and suggestions for enhancements to 
Facebook. This is especially important as the new interface 
will eventually affect 870 command pages currently 
administrated by Navy communicators. 

It also gives the Navy social media team an advance 
opportunity to develop guidance and expertise to share with 
Navy communicators prior to the March 30 rollout for all page 
users. 

The Navy's social media efforts are more than two years 
old and include a variety of platforms, including Facebook and 
Twitter. There are more than 470,000 fans on the U.S. Navy 
Facebook page and 820 commands in the U.S. Navy Social 
Media Directory. 

For more information, visit: 
http://www.facebook.com/usnavy. 
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OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
51. A Lot To Learn From A Whole Lot Of Budget Hearings 
(WASHINGTON POST 01 MAR 12) ... Walter Pincus, 

Congressional hearings on the defense budget can be a 
bore, and there are so many of them — 11 so far this week. 

Defense Department Comptroller Robert Hale, left — 
alongside Defense Secretary Leon Panetta, center, and Gen. 
Martin Dempsey, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff — 
testifies before the House Budget Committee on Wednesday. 
They have been familiar faces on Capitol Hill of late. 

But seeing them or reading transcripts provides both 
information and a feel for how the destinies of senior civilian 
officials and top-ranking Defense Department officials are 
controlled by legislators, be they knowledgeable or not. 

Did you know, for example, that it costs $850,000 to 
maintain a single soldier for a year in Afghanistan? 

Defense Department Comptroller Robert Hale offered that 
figure Monday at a Senate Budget Committee hearing where 
Defense Secretary Leon Panetta was the main witness. Hale 
explained that the number included special allowances for 
being there, the money spent for supporting other coalition 
forces and even a share for costs of the organization that 
produces protective devices used to discover improvised 
explosive devices. 

At that same hearing, you would have learned of an 
ongoing investigation into actions at the Madigan Army 
Medical Center outside Tacoma, Wash. Soldiers originally 
found to have PTSD were stripped of that diagnosis by 
Madigan screeners and instead were found to have “other 
behavioral health disorders that didn’t come with the same 
level of benefits,” according to Sen. Patty Murray (D-Wash.). 
Murray said that after an independent review of some soldiers 
at Walter Reed, some diagnoses were changed back to PTSD. 
More soldiers are awaiting review. 

Murray questioned Panetta about an allegation that the 
Madigan decision to change PTSD diagnosis “seems” to have 
been related to the higher benefits that would go with having 
PTSD. 

Panetta responded that he became concerned when he 
read a report on the Madigan Center and that it was under 
investigation. He said he had “just met with a couple last 
night. And they had to go through hell in order to be able to 
get the diagnosis that was required here. And that should not 
happen.” He added, “I’ve directed our personnel 
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undersecretary to look at this issue and to correct it... It’s 
unacceptable now to have the process we have in place.” 

At previous hearings, Panetta had put off answering how 
he would meet sequestration, the 2011 Budget Control Act 
requirement to cut an additional $500 billion in national 
security spending over the next 10 years, starting in January 
2013. On Monday, he said he was waiting for guidance from 
the White House through the Office of Management and 
Budget and he assumed serious planning would have to begin 
“sometime in the summer.” 

Sen. Rob Portman (R-Ohio) said that meant that Congress 
would have to act prior to the summer if it was to head off 
sequester, which Panetta has said would be disastrous to the 
new national security strategy. 

Hale added that Pentagon and OMB lawyers were 
studying how the across-the-board sequester cuts would be 
applied, if it came to that. In a letter to Congress in November, 
Panetta had indicated a common percentage cut would be 
applied to every single Defense Department program. But 
Hale said the percentage reductions would probably apply to 
accounts — such as Navy shipbuilding or Army operations 
and maintenance — and there would be flexibility on how 
they were made to individual programs. 

As it had in earlier fiscal 2013 budget hearings, the 
Obama administration’s plan to reduce some costs for defense 
health care by raising retired military personnel contributions 
for their Tricare coverage drew opposition from most senators 
on the panel. 

Sen. Mike Enzi (R-Wyo.) talked about a letter from a 
serviceman about to retire who heard about the Tricare 
increase. He wrote the senator that “he has a sister that’s on 
welfare, and his sister pays nowhere near the costs that he 
does, and so he’s not sure that the military is such a good deal 
compared to welfare.” Enzi added, “That seems to me to be a 
terrible comparison.” 

Panetta responded that the recommendations for Tricare 
increases would be based on a retiree’s income level. And as 
he had done in earlier hearings, Panetta said Tricare is “much 
less in cost than the private sector in terms of those same 
health-care benefits. So it’s still a pretty good deal that we 
provide for retirees even though we are asking for these 
additional fees.” 

Sen. Ron Johnson (R-Wis.) asked why the military is 
being told they have to increase their Tricare payments while 
“we’re not asking any other government employee to do that?” 
He added, “Why ask the military and not ... maybe unionized 
members of the federal workforce?” 

Sen. Kelly Ayotte (R-N.H.) added: “I just worry about 
your ability to go to our military and to ask them to do this, to 
make the sacrifice, when civilian employees of the federal 
workforce, including members of Congress, because we get 
the same health plan, aren’t making a similar sacrifice... I just 
worry about what message we’re sending to our military with 
that.” 

Panetta found a bit of support for his health-care effort. 
Portman, a former OMB director under President George W. 
Bush, noted that in 2000, defense health-care costs were $17.4 
billion. Twelve years later, they were $50 billion. He asked 
Panetta, “Do you think you’re doing enough on health care in 
this first stage, and what more can be done?” 

Panetta, who has been generally criticized for any 
increase, called it a first step. 

Sen. Lindsey Graham (R-S.C.) jumped in with his 
support. He had heard Panetta take his lumps at a Feb. 14 
Senate Armed Services Committee hearing. This time, 
Graham, an Air Force reserve officer, pointed out that “we 
haven’t had a premium adjustment since 1995.” 

With a series of rapid-fire questions that often is his style, 
Graham, an attorney, summed up the Defense Department’s 
Tricare case: “Secretary Panetta, the entitlement part of the 
DOD budget, health-care costs, is competing with guns and 
weapons systems. Is that correct?” Panetta replied, “Correct.” 

“And you cannot sustain this. This is what you’re telling 
the Congress?” Again Panetta replied, “That’s correct.” 

“It is absolutely essential you get control over your 
health-care costs. Is that correct, Secretary Panetta?” 

“That’s correct,” was the reply. 
“If you got a better way of adjusting premiums, let me 

know, but it has to change,” Graham said. 
Panetta replied that he was open to change. With that, 

Graham rested his support for the payment increase. 
You learn something worth knowing at every hearing. 
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52. Israel’s Last Chance To Strike Iran 
(NEW YORK TIMES 29 FEB 12) ... Amos Yadlin 

On July 7, 1981, I was one of eight Israeli fighter pilots 
who bombed the Iraqi nuclear reactor at Osirak. As we sat in 
the briefing room listening to the army chief of staff, Rafael 
Eitan, before starting our planes’ engines, I recalled a 
conversation a week earlier when he’d asked us to voice any 
concerns about our mission. 

We told him about the risks we foresaw: running out of 
fuel, Iraqi retaliation, how a strike could harm our relationship 
with America, and the limited impact a successful mission 
might have — perhaps delaying Iraq’s nuclear quest by only a 
few years. Listening to today’s debates about Iran, we hear the 
same arguments and face the same difficulties, even though 
we understand it is not 1981. 

Shortly after we destroyed Osirak, the Israeli defense 
attaché in Washington was called into the Pentagon. He was 

expecting a rebuke. Instead, he was faced with a single 
question: How did you do it? The United States military had 
assumed that the F-16 aircraft they had provided to Israel had 
neither the range nor the ordnance to attack Iraq successfully. 
The mistake then, as now, was to underestimate Israel’s 
military ingenuity. 

We had simply maximized fuel efficiency and used 
experienced pilots, trained specifically for this mission. We 
ejected our external fuel tanks en route to Iraq and then 
attacked the reactor with pinpoint accuracy from so close and 
such a low altitude that our unguided bombs were as accurate 
and effective as precision-guided munitions. 

Today, Israel sees the prospect of a nuclear Iran that calls 
for our annihilation as an existential threat. An Israeli strike 
against Iran would be a last resort, if all else failed to persuade 
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Iran to abandon its nuclear weapons program. That moment of 
decision will occur when Iran is on the verge of shielding its 
nuclear facilities from a successful attack — what Israel’s 
leaders have called the “zone of immunity.” 

Some experts oppose an attack because they claim that 
even a successful strike would, at best, delay Iran’s nuclear 
program for only a short time. But their analysis is faulty. 
Today, almost any industrialized country can produce a 
nuclear weapon in four to five years — hence any successful 
strike would achieve a delay of only a few years. 

What matters more is the campaign after the attack. When 
we were briefed before the Osirak raid, we were told that a 
successful mission would delay the Iraqi nuclear program for 
only three to five years. But history told a different story. 

After the Osirak attack and the destruction of the Syrian 
reactor in 2007, the Iraqi and Syrian nuclear programs were 
never fully resumed. This could be the outcome in Iran, too, if 
military action is followed by tough sanctions, stricter 
international inspections and an embargo on the sale of 
nuclear components to Tehran. Iran, like Iraq and Syria before 
it, will have to recognize that the precedent for military action 
has been set, and can be repeated. 

Others claim that an attack on the Iranian nuclear program 
would destabilize the region. But a nuclear Iran could lead to 
far worse: a regional nuclear arms race without a red phone to 
defuse an escalating crisis, Iranian aggression in the Persian 
Gulf, more confident Iranian surrogates like Hezbollah and the 
threat of nuclear materials’ being transferred to terrorist 
organizations. 

Ensuring that Iran does not go nuclear is the best 
guarantee for long-term regional stability. A nonnuclear Iran 
would be infinitely easier to contain than an Iran with nuclear 
weapons. 

President Obama has said America will “use all elements 
of American power to prevent Iran from developing a nuclear 
weapon.” Israel takes him at his word. 

The problem, however, is one of time. Israel doesn’t have 
the safety of distance, nor do we have the United States Air 
Force’s advanced fleet of bombers and fighters. America 
could carry out an extensive air campaign using stealth 
technology and huge amounts of ammunition, dropping 
enormous payloads that are capable of hitting targets and 
penetrating to depths far beyond what Israel’s arsenal can 
achieve. 

This gives America more time than Israel in determining 
when the moment of decision has finally been reached. And as 
that moment draws closer, differing timetables are becoming a 
source of tension. 

On Monday, Mr. Obama and Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu of Israel are to meet in Washington. Of all their 
encounters, this could be the most critical. Asking Israel’s 
leaders to abide by America’s timetable, and hence allowing 
Israel’s window of opportunity to be closed, is to make 
Washington a de facto proxy for Israel’s security — a 
tremendous leap of faith for Israelis faced with a looming 
Iranian bomb. It doesn’t help when American officials warn 
Israel against acting without clarifying what America intends 
to do once its own red lines are crossed. 

Mr. Obama will therefore have to shift the Israeli defense 
establishment’s thinking from a focus on the “zone of 
immunity” to a “zone of trust.” What is needed is an ironclad 
American assurance that if Israel refrains from acting in its 
own window of opportunity — and all other options have 
failed to halt Tehran’s nuclear quest — Washington will act to 
prevent a nuclear Iran while it is still within its power to do so. 

I hope Mr. Obama will make this clear. If he does not, 
Israeli leaders may well choose to act while they still can. 

Amos Yadlin, a former chief of Israeli military 
intelligence, is the director of Israel’s Institute for National 
Security Studies. 
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BBLLOOGGSS::  
53. EXCERPTS FROM BLOGS AROUND THE WORLD 
(PUBLISHED 27 FEB – 01 MAR 12) 

 
The Navy In Leap Year: WWII, Vietnam And The 

Modern Sub Inventor’s Birthday by Bill McMichael from 
The Scoop Deck (Navy Times), February 29 

Every four years, Leap Year adds one day to the calendar 
to keep our timekeeping in alignment with the Earth’s 
revolutions around the sun. I thought it’d be neat to find an 
event in naval history to highlight and mark the unusual day. 

Unfortunately, there aren’t any of those major 
anniversaries that one would normally note — say, one of the 
World War II island assaults. A web search yielded nothing. 
Nada. The Navy agrees. According to navy.mil, “There is no 
Navy historical data noted at this time for Leap Day (Feb. 
29).” 

The Navy’s reference is to the big stuff, however. Things 
happened, and things that involved combat operations and risk 
to Sailors, as well. According to the Naval History & Heritage 
Command, there are two Leap Year events of significance, 
both from the 20th century and 22 years apart: 

1944 – PB4Y-1s from squadrons VB-108, VB-109, and 
VD-3, conduct a low-level bombing raid on Japanese positions 
on Wake Island. 

1968 – Four North Vietnamese trawlers attempting to 
simultaneously infiltrate supplies into South Vietnam were 
detected. Three of the trawlers were sunk in battle on the 
following day and one survived by turning back. 

Today also marks the 1840 birthday of John Philip 
Holland, the inventor of the modern submarine — one that 
could successfully operate on internal combustion afloat and 
electric battery power while submerged. 

According to website of the Clare County Library, 
Ireland, Holland, an Irishman and engineer who emigrated to 
America in 1973, has his first submitted design for a 
submarine rejected by the Navy; the Navy Secretary called it 
“a fantastic scheme of a civilian landsman.” But he persisted 
and he launched his first sub, the Holland 1, in 1877, in New 
Jersey’s Passaic River. 
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Unfortunately, someone forgot to insert two screw plugs, 
and it began to sink. But the following day, several successful 
dives were made. 

Holland kept at it. The Holland 6 was launched in May 
1897, passed U.S. Navy trials in 1899, was bought on Apr. 11, 
1900, for $150,000 and became the USS Holland — the 
Navy’s first sub. 

 
Euro-BMD Ships Will Get Full Range Of Missions by 

Philip Ewing from DoD Buzz, February 29 
The four U.S. destroyers to be forward-deployed to Rota, 

Spain will take the full spectrum of tasking in addition to their 
primary mission of providing ballistic missile defense for the 
Continent, the top U.S. commander there said Wednesday. 

Adm. James Stavridis told the House Armed Services 
Committee that the ships would work as much for his fellow 
witness, Africa Command boss Gen. Carter Ham, as they 
would for EUCOM. He said they could fight piracy in the 
Gulf of Guinea, continue the Navy’s trend of partnering with 
African navies, and do exercises and port visits in the 
Mediterranean. 

Stavridis’ characterization means several things: The 
ships will deploy with their full crews and complements of 
weapons and gear, not skeleton crews and only interceptor 
missiles. It means that some or most of their time underway 
will not be spent steaming in a box with the radars energized, 
looking for a launch. Instead these crews will theoretically 
become experts in the Med and African waters the way the 
Army wants its brigades to develop “regional alignment” with 
specific slices of the map. 

The details emerged amid questions from Virginia Rep. 
Rob Wittman, who sounded perfectly sanguine about the 
planned deployments, even though they’ll involved three 
Norfolk ships and one from Naval Station Mayport, Fla. For 
as much as Virginia and Florida have battled over the 
disposition of ships between the two of them, both delegations 
have been silent over losing the destroyers to Spain — maybe 
because it’s still so far off they don’t take it seriously. When 
the Navy actually requests funding to move the ships, crews 
and families, however, it may kick up a little more dust. 

A few lawmakers are already irked with the amounts of 
money the U.S. will continue to spend on Europe. Colorado 
Republican Rep. Mike Coffman asked Stavridis how many 
American troops would remain on the Continent after 
commanders withdraw about 12,000, as now envisioned. That 
would leave about 68,000, he was told. We should look at 
taking them all out, Coffman said — is there a NATO treaty 
requirement that Americans be based in Europe? No there is 
not, Stavridis answered, although he supports the relationships 
and strategic value of having a presence there. 

HASC Chairman Rep. Buck McKeon also questioned the 
ongoing U.S. priorities toward Europe in his opening 
statement. 

“I’m worried about the decisions being made for the ‘sake 
of efficiencies and budget’ that change our force posture in 
Europe but neglect our commitment to regional allies and 
stability,” he said. “I also want to highlight my continuing 
concerns about President Obama’s missile defense strategy. It 
appears the United States is spending $4 on regional missile 
defense, like the European Phased Adaptive Approach, for 
every $1 it is spending on homeland defense. What’s more, 

European missile defense will be a ‘national contribution’ to 
NATO, meaning the cost will be borne entirely by the U.S. at 
a time when most of NATO is failing to meet even the 2% of 
GDP threshold for NATO membership.” 

Depending on the way you measure it, as few as four 
NATO members and as many as eight — of 28 nations — are 
meeting their commitments to spend at least 2 percent of their 
gross domestic products on defense, Stavridis said. He told 
lawmakers he tells the Euro-allies every chance he gets that 
they need to step it up, because there’s no guarantee for how 
much longer the U.S. can backstop the alliance. 

That messaging is popular in Washington, but don’t look 
for it to sink in — the best case for Europe’s economy in the 
near term is a weak recession. With an earth-shaking worst 
case, and an international scramble for the exits in 
Afghanistan, the U.S. may have to count itself lucky if NATO 
even maintains its status quo. 

 
Navy Fires Off Its New, Weaponized Railgun by 

Spencer Ackerman from Danger Room (WIRED), 
February 28 

The Navy has spent seven years testing out the 
components of a way futuristic weapon: a shipboard cannon 
that blasts bullets over vast distances at hypersonic speeds 
using bursts of electricity. But so far, that weapon, known as 
the Electromagnetic Railgun, has been more of a lab 
experiment than an honest-to-God weapon. It didn’t even have 
basic gun-like features, like a barrel. Now, however, the Navy 
is unveiling the first actual railgun guns, which it’ll test for 
another five years, in the hope of winning over legislators who 
consider it a waste of time, money and electricity. 

Previous versions of the railgun have been laboratory test 
models, stored in a hangar at Dahlgren Naval Surface Warfare 
Center in southern Virginia. They look like shipping 
containers or schoolbuses put up on blocks, hooked up like 
Frankenstein’s monster to giant generators that pump dozens 
of megajoules of energy necessary to fire the bullet. All that 
has cost nearly a quarter of a billion dollars. And you couldn’t 
fit any of it onto a ship, and it wouldn’t actually be a real 
weapon if you did. 

At least not until January 30, when BAE Systems sent its 
first actual gun-shaped railgun to Dahlgren. Competitor 
General Atomics will send its own design there in April. Both 
designs have 12 meter barrels. “Now that looks like a real 
gun,” said Roger Ellis, the railgun chief for the Office of 
Naval Research, which has inaugurated the next phase of tests 
to determine the gun’s practicality — something many in 
Congress doubt. 

The Navy released video of the first tests, viewable 
above, on Tuesday. The dramatic mini-inferno in the wake of 
the slug fired from the railgun is the result of “1 million amps 
flowing through” the gun, said test chief Tom Boucher, the 
hypersonic speed of the shot, and the actual aluminum of the 
bullet — “reactive in the atmosphere” — burning off. 

It’s the next step in a process — an expensive one — the 
Navy hopes will lead to a whole new era of self defense for 
ships, and way, way long-range strikes from on deck by the 
early 2020s. The Navy’s current 5-inch deck guns top out at 
13 kilometer ranges. By 2017, the Navy wants the railgun 
prototypes to fire several shots per minute without soaking up 
a ship’s juice. 



 39

A slow-mo shot of a bullet fired by the new gun-shaped 
Electromagnetic Railgun. Photo: U.S. Navy 

The idea behind the Electromagnetic Railgun is to fire a 
bullet at hypersonic speeds using dozens of megajoules of 
electricity. The Navy wants it to guard the surface ships of the 
2020s, unsubtly boasting to adversaries that messing with the 
ships will lead to bullets shooting across hundreds of miles of 
ocean in mere minutes. The Office of Naval Research says it 
will give Sailors “a dramatically increased multimission 
capability,” like fire support for land strikes over long, long 
distances beyond the reach of enemy defenses, and defense 
against “cruise and ballistic missiles” that target ships. No 
wonder the railgun’s official motto is “Velocitas Eradico” — 
“Speed Kills.” 

Lab tests have pleased the Navy, if not Congress. In 
December 2010, the Office of Naval Research fired a shot 
with 33 megajoules of energy, a world record, sending a 23-
pound bullet 5500 feet in a single second. The Senate Armed 
Services Committee still found the science too impractical, 
and recommended killing the railgun, until a Navy 
congressional counterstrike revived the program. 

Now that the Navy has an actual prototype railgun to 
shoot, the plan is to hook it up to sensors and cameras to test 
its performance at 20 and 33 megajoules’ worth of energy. Its 
goal is produce accurate shots from 50 to 100 nautical mile 
distances, which the Navy wants by 2017. 

Even railgun advocates concede there are a host of other 
challenges the hypersonic weapon will have to overcome. Its 
barrel will have to withstand repeated fires without wearing 
out. (The Navy wants to up firing rates to 10 per minute.) It’s 
got to fire smart bullets without frying the guidance systems 
during a blast. (The Navy says both BAE and General 
Dynamics are starting to design “a next-generation thermally 
managed launcher.”) And it’s got to be affordable. (The Navy 
has spent $240 million on the railgun so far, and it expects to 
spend about as much through 2017 on tests — before buying a 
single one of the things.) 

Another big problem: the current generation of Destroyers 
can’t produce the power to fire the railgun without diverting 
juice from the propulsion systems. One of the goals of the 
railguns over the next five years is to create workarounds, so 
the guns will be relevant to their intended ships. Those include 
“an intermediate energy store using energy-dense batteries, 
similar to [those on] hybrid cars,” Ellis told reporters on a 
Tuesday conference call. “That enables us to put the railgun 
on ships that don’t have larger power supplies.” 

Which should underscore how the Navy really, really 
loves its railgun — enough to go to the mat with Congress 
about it and win. That’s not going to relent now that it actually 
has a real cannon to shoot. 

View Clip (RT: 0:48) 
 
Darpa Warns: Your iPhone Is a Military Threat by 

Noah Shachtman from Danger Room (WIRED), February 
29 

There’s a growing threat to the U.S. military, according to 
the Pentagon’s premier research wing. No, it’s not Iran’s 
nukes or China’s missiles. It’s the iPads, Android phones and 
other gadgets we all carry around with us every day. 

“Commercial consumer electronics has created 
vulnerabilities by enabling sensors, computing, imaging, and 

communications capabilities that as recently as 15 years ago, 
were the exclusive domain of military systems,” Darpa deputy 
director Kaigham “Ken” Gabriel tells the House Armed 
Services Committee’s panel on emerging threats. “These 
capabilities now are in the hands of hundreds of millions of 
people around the world and in use every day.” 

“This is not an abstract vulnerability. We have not 
enjoyed spectrum dominance since about 1997,” he adds. 

The warning is a bit ironic, coming from the head of an 
agency that was founded in response to a surprise Soviet space 
launch, and is today best known for its shape-shifting robots, 
its mind-controlled prosthetics, and its missiles that fly at 20 
times the speed of sound. 

But Gabriel, in his written testimony (PDF), says the 
consumer tech threat is very real — especially to the 
Pentagon’s once unparalleled ability to wage electronic 
warfare. Today’s communications devices hopscotch between 
frequencies in a way that makes them tough to spoof or jam. 
Tomorrow’s electronics — which will likely rely on lasers to 
pass along data and phone conversations — will be even 
tougher to stop. 

“In both waveform complexity and carrier frequency, 
adversaries have moved to operating regimes currently beyond 
the capabilities of our systems,” Gabriel says. 

“EW was once the province of a few peer-adversaries,” he 
adds, using the acronym for electronic warfare. “It is now 
possible to purchase commercial off-the-shelf components for 
more than 90 percent of the electronics needed in an EW 
system.” 

Meanwhile, the GPS signals so vital to military operations 
— from targeting bombs to flying drones — have become 
increasingly vulnerable to enemy attack. That’s how the 
Iranians claim they were able to capture a secret and stealthy 
American spy drone in December. Even if a device isn’t 
necessarily designed to screw with military systems, it can still 
be used against our forces, Gabriel notes. Today’s 
microelectronics to be reprogrammed for all sorts of jobs. 

“The adversary knows this and has aggressively sought 
means to counter our dependency on GPS. Jammers and 
commercially driven spectrum compression may threaten our 
ability to use GPS in areas denied,” observes Gabriel, who is 
testifying before Congress while his boss, Darpa director 
Regina Dugan, speaks at the TED conference. 

Gabriel says that the U.S. must build better internal 
navigation systems in response — gadgets that provide 
location, without the benefit of GPS. And, where it can, the 
Pentagon has to build its own “very high power 
transmit/receive modules for radars and radios, for example,” 
when the commercial sector can’t be bothered. 

Another way to defend against enemy gadgets is to fry 
them with microwaves. That’s the goal of the Air Force’s 
“Counter-Electronics High Power Microwave Advanced 
Missile Project,” or CHAMP. In his written testimony 
(DOCX), Air Force deputy assistant secretary for science and 
technology Steven Walker notes that the Air Forces has 
“completed two ground effects tests demonstrating high power 
microwave effectiveness against five classes of electronic 
targets; performed missile live fire showing the ability to 
navigate, aim, and trigger inert payload; and successfully 
integrated the inert system into a B-52 aircraft.” 
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In her prepared remarks (PDF), Marilyn Freeman, 
Walker’s counterpart at the Army, is emphasizing the Army’s 
efforts to protect troops on remote bases, where heavy armor 
and spy gear can’t easily be sent. Troops from the 7th Special 
Forces Group helped test out some of the gear in Afghanistan, 
she notes. A battalion of the 82nd Airborne Division will head 
to the warzone this year with “a low-logistics armoring system 
to expediently establish protection for critical assets, such as 
the Tactical Operations Center (TOC), mortar pit, and 
weapon/sensor systems.” 

Rear Adm. Matthew Klunder, the new Chief of Naval 
Research, is using the hearing to remind Congress about his 
futuristic weapon projects, like the electromagnetic railgun 
and the free electron laser. But, in many ways, Darpa’s 
emphasis on the danger poised by the everyday gadget that is 
the most startling moment in the military researchers prepared 
remarks. 

Some of these observations feel uncomfortable. Even to 
us,” Gabriel says. “Our responsibility, however, is to the 
uncomfortable. It is the Agency’s singular mission to identify 
divergences and the threats and opportunities they represent. 
These are the seeds of strategic surprise.” 

 
Faces Of The Fleet from Navy Live, February 29 
“Faces of the Fleet” takes a look at YOUR Navy 

operating forward. These images represent the greatest Sailors 
in the greatest Navy in the world leading from the deck plates, 
and completing missions around the globe. This is your fleet 
and these are your Sailors! Hooyah, Navy!! 

 A USS John C. Stennis (CVN 74) Sailor embraces 
his family after returning from deployment. 

 CS3 Jason Brackett, from Liberty, Ky., butters rolls 
for dinner service aboard the Ohio-class ballistic 
missile submarine USS Tennessee (SSBN 734) . 

 LSSN Kevin Simpson helms the Ohio-class ballistic 
missile submarine USS Tennessee (SSBN 734) while 
underway in the Atlantic Ocean. 

 EN3 Victoria Moore and Lt. j.g. Robert Hecox, 
assigned to the amphibious dock landing ship USS 
Germantown (LSD 42), hold hands with Thai 
children during a community service project in Laem 
Chabang, Thailand. 

 Adm. Cecil Haney, commander of U.S. Pacific Fleet, 
meets with Republic of Korea Chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff Gen. Jung Seung-jo during an office 
call in Seoul. 

 GM2 Teresa Chandler show a tiger cruise participant 
aboard the Arleigh Burke-class guided-missile 

destroyer USS Pinckney (DDG 91) the MK 46 Mod 
5A torpedo during a ship familiarization. 

 Ensign Jessica Alabata takes a wind reading on the 
bridge wing of the amphibious transport dock ship 
USS New Orleans (LPD 18). 

 YN3 Tim Hinton plays the saxophone on stage 
during a tiger cruise talent show aboard the Nimitz-
class aircraft carrier USS John C. Stennis (CVN 74). 

 PRC Jose Castillo, a fitness instructor, leads a step 
aerobics class on the fantail of the Nimitz-class 
aircraft carrier USS Carl Vinson (CVN 70). 

View Gallery (9 Photos) 
Meet Navy Midshipman Kyle Britt 
Midshipman Kyle Britt at the U.S. Naval Academy 

reflecting on Black History Month. 
View Clip (RT: 1:00) 
Chief Gunner's Mate John Henry Turpin 
John Henry “Dick” Turpin can be described as many 

things; among these are dedicated and brave. While those 
qualities may be true and endearing, he is also a survivor and 
trailblazer. You see, Turpin is best known for some of the 
most infamous naval events pre-WWI. After surviving the 
sinking of the USS Maine in 1898, and a boiler blast aboard 
USS Bennington in 1905, Turpin left the Navy in 1916 at the 
start of WWI, only to be recalled in 1917. Turpin re-entered 
service and went on to become a gunner’s mate and one of the 
Navy’s first Black chief petty officers before retiring from 
naval service in 1925. 

While impressive feats in their own right, Turpin’s 
dedication continued post-retirement. His passion for the Navy 
led him to employment at the Puget Sound Navy Yard, in 
Bremerton, Wash., where he was a master rigger and also 
qualified as a master diver. 

Check out the video below to get a clearer picture of a 
man who, in many ways, epitomizes the foundation of Navy 
Ethos. 

View Clip (RT: 2:39) 
Your Navy TODAY (Feb. 28-29, 2012) from Navy 

Live, February 28-29 
On any given day, in your Navy, our team of more than 

600,000 professional Sailors and Civilians are working 
together around the globe to perform our mission: deter 
aggression and, if deterrence fails, win our Nation’s wars. It is 
not possible to share every aspect of this global team but, 
through this blog, we offer you a glimpse of what these men 
and women do. 

View Feb 28.. Gallery (4 Photos) 
View Feb 29. Gallery (4 Photos) 
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TOP STORIES: 
1. #SAAM: VCNO Holds Town Hall Discussion Aboard NAS Pensacola 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 30 APR 12) ... Ed Barker, Naval Education and Training Command Public Affairs 

NAS PENSACOLA, Fla. -- The vice chief of naval operations held a town hall discussion aboard Naval Air Station (NAS) 
Pensacola as part of a capstone event for Sexual Assault Awareness Month (SAAM), April 30. 

 
2. #SAAM: Sailors Pledge To End Sexual Assault 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 30 APR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist Seaman Apprentice John Haynes, USS Dwight D. 
Eisenhower Public Affairs 

USS DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER, Atlantic Ocean -- Sailors from USS Dwight D. Eisenhower's (CVN 69) (IKE) Sexual Assault 
Prevention Representatives (SAPR) and Coalition of Sailors against Destructive Decisions (CSADD) teamed up to host a series of 
events for Sexual Assault Awareness Month (SAAM) April 25-30. 

 
3. #SAAM: Naval Base Coronado 'Stomps Out' Sexual Assault 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 01 MAY 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class George DeLeon, Navy Public Affairs Support 
Element-West 

SAN DIEGO -- Naval Base Coronado (NBC) held a 5K Stomp Out Sexual Assault Run/Walk April 27, in support of the Navy's 
Sexual Assault Awareness Month (SAAM). 

 
4. How The Navy Shows ‘Mercy’ 
San Diego floating hospital departs on Pacific goodwill mission 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 30 APR 12) ... Jeanette Steele 

One operation stands out in the mind of Dr. Matthew Provencher, a Navy orthopedic surgeon. A young Cambodian man who 
loved soccer had a crooked leg from an accident — too crooked to play or coach soccer anymore. 

 

CURRENT OPERATIONS: 
5. Hospital Ship USNS Mercy Deploying To Asia 
Hospital Ship Will Visit Cambodia, Indonesia, The Philippines And Vietnam 
(KGTV ABC SAN DIEGO 30 APR 12) 

SAN DIEGO -- The San Diego-based Navy hospital ship USNS Mercy is scheduled to deploy Tuesday for a four-month 
humanitarian mission to four Asian nations. 

 
6. U.S. Seventh Fleet Commander Visits Cambodia To Boost Military Bonds 
(XINHUA NEWS AGENCY (CHINA) 01 MAY 12) 

PHNOM PENH -- U.S. Seventh Fleet Commander Vice Admiral Scott Swift visited Cambodia from April 30 to May 3 to develop 
closer military ties between the two countries, according to a press release from the U.S. embassy in Cambodia on Tuesday. 

 

GLOBAL MARITIME ENVIRONMENT: 
7. Officials Watch For Terrorists With Body Bombs On U.S.-Bound Planes 
(ABC NEWS 30 APR 12) ... Brian Ross, Richard Esposito and Rhonda Schwartz 

With the anniversary of Osama bin Laden's death looming, American and European authorities told ABC News today that they 
fear al Qaeda may soon try to explode U.S.-bound aircraft with explosives hidden inside the bodies of terrorists. 
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8. Obama, Japan's Noda Talk Defense Amid U.S.-China Standoff 
(REUTERS 30 APR 12) ... Matt Spetalnick 

WASHINGTON - President Barack Obama and Prime Minister Yoshihiko Noda pledged on Monday to strengthen the U.S.-Japan 
security alliance, the latest effort to project unity between Washington and its Asian partners as a counterweight to China's growing 
assertiveness in the region. 

 
9. Navies Of India And Japan To Hold Joint Exercise 
(PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 30 APR 12) 

NEW DELHI -- In a first, India and Japan have decided to conduct a joint exercise involving their navies later this year off that 
country. A decision to this effect was taken during the meeting between External Affairs Minister S M Krishna and his Japanese 
counterpart Koichiro Gemba at the 6th India–Japan Strategic Dialogue here. 

 
10. China Reach In Focus At U.S.- Philippine Security Talks 
(REUTERS 30 APR 12) ... Manuel Mogato 

MANILA (Reuters) - China is likely to be high on the agenda at top level U.S.-Philippine security talks on Monday as 
Washington refocuses its foreign policy on Asia and Manila realizes its limits in trying to solve territorial disputes with Beijing alone. 

 
11. Rebirth Of Russia’s Submarine Fleet, Construction 
The Submarine Fleet is Traveling on the Surface: The Renewal of the Submarines is Moving with Seven-
Mile Steps 
(NEZAVISIMOYE VOYENNOYE OBOZRENIYE (RUSSIA) 30 APR 12) ... Konstantin Makiyenko 

MOSCOW -- Submarine forces traditionally occupied a significant, and over the extent of a series of historical periods - even a 
leading place in the system of combat assets of the domestic fleet. And this is fully logical - over the extent of decades the Soviet 
Navy sought to use submarines to counter powerful Western surface fleets in the battle for superiority at sea. 

 
12. U.S. Officials: Core Al-Qaida 'Essentially Gone' 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 30 APR 12) ... Kimberly Dozier 

A year after the Navy SEAL raid that killed Osama bin Laden, the al-Qaida that carried out the Sept. 11 attacks is essentially gone 
but its affiliates remain a threat to America, U.S. counterterrorist officials say. 

 
13. Gulf States Struggle To Agree On Missile Shield 
Part of broader American-backed defense umbrella, plan seeks to counter potential threat from Iran 
(REUTERS 30 APR 12) ... Mahmoud Habboush 

ABU DHABI – Distrust among Sunni Gulf Arab states has scuppered the installation of a joint missile shield which Washington 
has long urged as the best means of defense against any strike by Iran. 

 
14. Military To Hold Olympic Security Drill 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 30 APR 12) 

LONDON — Britain is to rehearse its security measures for the Olympic Games this week in a military exercise involving 
warships, fast jets, helicopters and dummy missiles, the Ministry of Defence said Monday. 

 

PERSONNEL: 
15. First Lady Applauds Veterans At Warrior Games 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 30 APR 12) ... Rema Rahman 

COLORADO SPRINGS, Colo. — First Lady Michelle Obama on Monday applauded more than 200 U.S. servicemen for their 
courage as she helped open the 2012 Warrior Games, a six-day sports competition for wounded soldiers and veterans in Colorado 
Springs. 

 
16. Bill Would Lift Traumatic Injury Insurance Cap 
(NAVY TIMES 30 APR 12) ... Rick Maze 

A California lawmaker wants to raise the current $100,000 cap lifted on traumatic injury insurance payments, saying that is not 
enough compensation for some catastrophic wounds. 
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17. DoD Can Help Troops Get Civilian Credentials, Board Says 
Planned initiative could reduce unemployment among veterans 
(NAVY TIMES 07 MAY 12) ... Andrew Tilghman 

An Air Force B-2 Spirit pilot can fly across oceans carrying nuclear payloads, but he will need to apply for a civilian pilot's 
license before he can get a job shuttling businessmen from New York to Washington, D.C. 

 
18. ASD Misawa Receives Supply Blue "E" Award 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 01 MAY 12) ... Senior Chief Mass Communication Specialist Daniel Sanford, Naval Air Facility Misawa 
Public Affairs 

MISAWA, Japan -- Aviation Support Division (ASD) Misawa was officially awarded the 2011 Ashore Navy Supply Blue "E" 
Award for Supply Excellence, April 30. 

 
19. Flags To Be Flown Half-Staff For Fallen San Diego-Based Sailor 
(KPBS SAN DIEGO 30 APR 12) ... Beth Ford Roth 

San Diego-based Navy Lt. Christopher E. Mosko, who was killed in Afghanistan on April 26, will be honored in New York state 
this week. Governor Andrew Cuomo ordered flags on all state buildings to be flown at half-staff this upcoming Wednesday, according 
to CBS New York. Mosko and his family lived in Pittsford, New York for several years. 

 
20. Navy Announces Amphib Force 7th Fleet Change Of Command 
(STARS AND STRIPES 01 MAY 12) 

SASEBO NAVAL BASE, Japan — Rear Adm. Jeffrey A. Harley will replace Rear Adm.J. Scott Jones as commander 
Amphibious Force 7th Fleet, according to a Defense Department news release. 

 
21. SEALs Reach Out To Increase Diversity 
(NAVY TIMES 30 APR 12) ... Gidget Fuentes 

SAN DIEGO — The Navy’s special warfare community has grown in size over the past few years but still remains 
overwhelmingly white. It’s a statistic officials are working hard to change. 

 

FORCE STRUCTURE / PROGRAMS: 
22. USN's LCS Still Getting Its Sea Legs 
(DEFENSE NEWS 30 APR 12) ... Christopher Cavas 

When the Independence, the second of the U.S. Navy's littoral combat ships (LCSs), arrives May 2 at its new homeport of San 
Diego, it will join for the first time its predecessor, Freedom. After nearly a decade in development, the Navy will have a chance, at 
least for a few months, to operate both types of U.S. vessels together and gain a better sense of their relative capabilities. 

 
23. Senators Call For Audit Of Littoral Ship Program 
(DEFENSE DAILY 01 MAY 12) ... Emelie Rutherford 

The heads of a Senate panel called on government auditors yesterday to review the Littoral Combat Ship (LCS) program because 
of concerns regarding the cost, schedule, and performance of the sea frames and mission modules. 

 
24. Panetta Talks F-35 With Italian Counterpart 
(DEFENSE DAILY 01 MAY 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

Defense Secretary Leon Panetta assured his Italian counterpart, Giampaolo Di Paola, that the United States remains committed to 
the F-35 Joint Strike Fighter during a meeting yesterday at the Pentagon, a spokesman said. 

 
25. Italian Defense Minister To U.S.: Respect MEADS Commitment 
(DEFENSE NEWS 30 APR 12) ... Kate Brannen 

Italian Defense Minister Adm. Giampaolo Di Paola said the United States should respect the commitment it made to a tri-national 
missile defense program it began several years ago with Italy and Germany. 

 
26. Larger, Faster Fire Scout Variant Could Debut In '13 
(NAVY TIMES 07 MAY 12) ... Joshua Stewart 

The MQ-8B Fire Scout's big brother is on the way. The Navy agreed to buy eight of the unmanned helicopters from Northrop 
Grumman in a deal finalized April 23. 
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27. ONR-Sponsored Flexrotor Program Takes Off For Next Phase 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 30 APR 12) ... Katherine H. Crawford, Office of Naval Research Public Affairs 

ARLINGTON -- The Office of Naval Research (ONR)-sponsored Flexrotor vertical takeoff and landing unmanned aerial vehicle 
(UAV) enters the next development phase in delivering improved maritime surveillance capability, April 30. 

 

BASES / COMMUNITY OUTREACH: 
28. U.S. Navy Surgeon General Visits Metro Area 
(KUSA CBS DENVER 30 APR 12) 

DENVER - Top Navy leaders are in Denver bringing awareness about the Navy's humanitarian role both here and abroad. 
 

29. Fleet Week Ships Depart Port 
(SOUTH FLORIDA SUN-SENTINEL 30 APR 12) ... Robert Nolin 

Setting their course into rain-driven winds and choppy seas, the six military ships that called Fort Lauderdale home for five days 
departed Port Everglades Monday to scatter off to different assignments. 

 
30. Wasp Sailors Serve Youth With Leadership And Elbow Grease At Fleet Week 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 30 APR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Gretchen Albrecht, USS Wasp Public Affairs 

FORT LAUDERDALE, Fla. -- Service members from USS Wasp (LHD 1), Commander, Expeditionary Strike Group Two, and 
Marine Expeditionary Unit 26 embarked aboard Wasp, volunteered at Taylor's Closet in Fort Lauderdale, Fla., April 28, to help with 
painting and mentorship during Fleet Week Port Everglades. 

 
31. Flag-Raising Kicks Off Erie's Perry 200 Celebration 
(ERIE (PA) TIMES-NEWS 30 APR 12) ... Erica Erwin 

Let the Perry party begin. 
 

32. Hydro-Electric Proposal 
Navy Studying Plan to Re-activate Williams Dam 
(WTHI CBS TERRE HAUTE (IN) 30 APR 12) ... Mike Grant 

WILLIAMS, IND. - With coal mines and utility plants the Wabash Valley is no stranger to generating electricity. 
 

33. USS Nevada Crewmen Share Submarine Adventures With Reno Students, Coach Ault 
(RENO GAZETTE JOURNAL 30 APR 12) ... Guy Clifton 

If it plopped down inside Mackay Stadium, the submarine USS Nevada would stretch well beyond the end zones. 
 

34. Navy's New 'Crash Zones' Concern Coronado Officials 
Up To 200 New Homes Included In Navy's New Report 
(KGTV ABC SAN DIEGO 30 APR 12) 

SAN DIEGO -- Coronado city officials are questioning a new report by the Navy that changes accident potential zones and now 
includes up to 200 homes. 

 
35. PCU North Dakota XO To Visit Namesake State 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 30 APR 12) ... Lt. Cmdr. Jennifer Cragg, Commander, Submarine Group 2 Public Affairs 

MOORHEAD, N.D. -- The executive officer assigned to Pre-Commissioning Unit (PCU) North Dakota (SSN 784) is 
participating in a three-day visit to the namesake state to bring awareness to the 11th Virginia-class submarine, May 1-3. 

 

NEWS OF INTEREST: 
36. Panetta To Warn Troops About The Effect Of Bad PR On The War Effort 
Are U.S. troops losing a war of perception even though they’re dominating on the battlefield? 
(STARS AND STRIPES 30 APR 12) ... Chris Carroll 

WASHINGTON — Are U.S. troops losing a war of perception even though they’re dominating on the battlefield? 
 

37. Some Pilots Shun F-22 Over Oxygen-Related Dangers 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 01 MAY 12) ... Kate Wiltrout 

HAMPTON – After six years and 46 planes, the F-22 Raptor program at Langley is complete. One of the last of the pricey, 
single-seat Air Force fighter jets to roll off Lockheed Martin's production line arrived in Virginia on Friday. 
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38. It's Official: Navy Transfers USS Iowa To Local Nonprofit Group 
(TORRANCE DAILY BREEZE 30 APR 12) ... Donna Littlejohn 

It's official. 
 

39. USS Constitution To Get A Tuneup, Using White Oak Trees From Indiana 
(BOSTON GLOBE 30 APR 12) ... Colin A. Young 

The USS Constitution may be the oldest commissioned warship still afloat in the world, but even “Old Ironsides” needs a tuneup 
every so often. Earlier this month, officials from the Naval History and Heritage Command Detachment Boston traveled to Indiana to 
scout trees they will use for upcoming repairs to the 214-year-old warship. 

 
40. SEALs, Sailors Attend 2012 NFL Draft 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 30 APR 12) ... Lt. David Lloyd, Naval Special Warfare Group 2 Public Affairs 

NEW YORK -- Navy SEALs from multiple commands and Sailors from the Navy Recruiting Command attended the 77th annual 
National Football League Draft, April 26-28 at the Radio City Music Hall in New York City as part of a community outreach 
program. 

 
41. JB Pearl Harbor-Hickam Sailors Preview 'Battleship' 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 01 MAY 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Mark Logico, Commander, Navy Region Hawaii 
Public Affairs 

PEARL HARBOR -- More than 450 Sailors, and their friends and families, attended the advance screening of Universal Studio's 
"Battleship" at Sharkey Theater on Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam, April 28. 

 

OPINION: 
42. Sorting Through The Defense Distortions 
Don’t expect to hear much truth-telling on foreign policy 
(WASHINGTON POST 01 MAY 12) ... Walter Pincus 

A Republican conference call on Thursday, titled “President Obama’s Failed Foreign Policy,” got me to thinking: How can voters 
hear an honest debate on national security and foreign policy issues in the presidential campaign when candidates or their supporters 
provide false or misleading information? 

 
43. Britain Goes All Out To Charm Asia 
U.K. Follows in U.S. Footsteps With 'Refocus' on Asia 
(SINGAPORE STRAITS TIMES 30 APR 12) ... Heng Yee Kuang 

British Foreign Secretary William Hague was in town last week to deliver the second International Institute for Strategic Studies-
Fullerton Lecture. His visit comes on the heels of British Prime Minister David Cameron's recent swing through Asia, taking in 
Myanmar, Malaysia, Indonesia, Singapore and Japan. 

 
44. Perry 200 Off To Great Start 
(ERIE (PA) TIMES-NEWS 01 MAY 12) ... Pat Cuneo 

I'm a big fan of the Perry 200 Commemoration for reasons we saw Monday, when flag raisings and small ceremonies kicked off 
the 18-month celebration at as many as 150 sites across the region. 

 

BLOGS: 
45. EXCERPTS FROM BLOGS AROUND THE WORLD 
(PUBLISHED 27 APR – 30 APR 12) 
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TOP STORIES: 
1. #SAAM: VCNO Holds Town Hall Discussion Aboard NAS Pensacola 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 30 APR 12) ... Ed Barker, Naval Education and Training Command Public Affairs 

NAS PENSACOLA, Fla. -- The vice chief of naval 
operations held a town hall discussion aboard Naval Air 
Station (NAS) Pensacola as part of a capstone event for 
Sexual Assault Awareness Month (SAAM), April 30. 

The forum, hosted by Adm. Mark Ferguson, focused on 
sexual assault awareness and prevention, and was attended by 
more than 1,500 Sailors from Pensacola-area training 
commands. The event was also live-streamed to audiences 
around the world via the Pentagon Channel, Navy social 
media platforms and direct to Sailors at sea. 

"Today marks the last day of April, which is sexual 
assault awareness month. But it's really the first day of the rest 
of the journey, our job is not done," said Ferguson. "Our goal 
this month has been to raise sexual assault awareness within 
the Navy and to communicate some very important messages. 
The first is that we will not tolerate sexual assault. The second 
is that we have to support the victims of this crime, to offer 
them assistance and to encourage them to come forward; to 
encourage them to seek the help that we offer. And lastly, to 
hold those who are perpetrators of this crime accountable." 

The hour-long program featured a panel discussion 
moderated by Jill Loftus, director of the Department of the 
Navy Sexual Assault Prevention and Response Office (DON 
SAPRO). The discussion highlighted victim advocacy 
resources available in the fleet, ongoing prevention efforts and 
Sailor-led programs to curb destructive behavior. Panel 
members included two airmen from the Naval Air Technical 
Training Center's chapter of the Coalition of Sailors Against 
Destructive Decisions (CSADD), a Sexual Assault Response 
Coordinator (SARC) and victim's advocate. The panel 
members shared their experiences as leaders who are 
committed to the common goal of eliminating sexual assault in 
the Navy. 

"This forum underscores our commitment, at every level 
of leadership, to combating sexual assault in the Navy," said 
Loftus. "At its core, combating sexual assault is about Sailors 
protecting each other, taking care of each other, and being 
responsible themselves. Those concepts go straight to our 
Core Values. We need every Sailor, every Navy leader to be 
part of the process. That's ultimately why we are here today." 

Questions from the audience for the panel ranged from 
'how the Sexual Assault Prevention and Response (SAPR) 
program can be improved' to 'where to call for SAPR advice.' 
Questions were also taken from the Fleet via e-mail in 
advance of the event. 

One of the panel members, Chief Boatswain's Mate 
(SW/SC) Dena Partain, has been a victim advocate for two 
years and is the SAPR Command Liaison for Training Support 
Center Great Lakes. She works hand-in-hand with the Great 
Lakes CSADD chapter to promote bystander intervention and 
to educate on sexual assault prevention. 

"The town hall discussion allowed us to recap lessons 
learned throughout Sexual Assault Awareness Month and 
encourage continued discussion at the unit level," said Partain. 
"It also gave us a chance to talk to a wide audience about 
upcoming Navy sexual assault prevention and awareness 
training." 

At the close of the event, Ferguson stressed that sexual 
assault prevention and support for sexual assault victims are 
year-round priorities and that continuing the momentum 
gained during Sexual Assault Awareness Month is extremely 
important. 

"This is not just one month--this is an enduring effort 
focused on prevention," added Ferguson. "Going forward, we 
will sustain this effort and train our entire force. We are all 
responsible for building a culture of trust where we treat all 
shipmates with respect and dignity; on and off duty." 

Sexual Assault Prevention and Response is an important 
element of the readiness area of the 21st Century Sailor and 
Marine initiative which consolidates a set of objectives and 
policies, new and existing, to maximize Sailor and Marine 
personal readiness, build resiliency and hone the most combat-
effective force in the history of the Navy and Marine Corps. 
The Department of the Navy is working to aggressively to 
prevent sexual assaults, to support sexual assault victims, and 
to hold offenders accountable. 

Help raise awareness by joining the conversation on 
social media using #SAAM. 
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2. #SAAM: Sailors Pledge To End Sexual Assault 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 30 APR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist Seaman Apprentice John Haynes, USS Dwight D. 
Eisenhower Public Affairs 

USS DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER, Atlantic Ocean -- 
Sailors from USS Dwight D. Eisenhower's (CVN 69) (IKE) 
Sexual Assault Prevention Representatives (SAPR) and 
Coalition of Sailors against Destructive Decisions (CSADD) 
teamed up to host a series of events for Sexual Assault 
Awareness Month (SAAM) April 25-30. 

A run/walk-a-thon was held as a means for Sailors to 
pledge their support to prevent sexual assault all year round. 
For five days, Sailors donated miles as they accumulated them 
while exercising. 

"We had members take a pledge for the miles they [would 
complete] on the spin bike, elliptical, or treadmill," said Chief 

Aviation Electrician's Mate (SW/AW) Alisha Moyer, SAPR's 
leading chief petty officer. "We wanted to bring awareness to 
the command of how sexual assault affects the mission and 
readiness, and really drive home the point that there is no 
tolerance for it in the Navy. 

"We are great at taking care of victims. The prevention 
side, the 'before-we-get-there' side, that's what the Navy's big 
focus is right now," Moyer added 

Lt. Heather Bowman pledged and completed 4.5 miles on 
the treadmill and 30 miles on a stationary bike. 
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"Going into this I planned to run as hard as I could and 
really push myself to the limit in support of Sexual Assault 
Awareness Month," said Bowman. 

According to Moyer, more than 2,000 Sailors were 
reached through the events. 

"We really wanted to do something that encompassed 
max participation where all of the command felt they had a 
hand in everybody taking a stand against sexual assault," 
Moyer said. 

Airman Kyle Forrand, of the Air Department, was among 
those who lined up to pledge. 

"Something like this brings [sexual assault] out in the 
open without making anyone uncomfortable," said Forand. "I 
think that this was a great thing, and I want to see more like 
it." 

CSADD regularly teams up with various groups around 
the command to discuss and inform Sailors of different topics, 
according to Machinist's Mate 3rd Class (SW/AW) Phydericia 
Tracy, CSADD advocate. 

"Most Sailors don't know anything about sexual assault, 
and because of this training, they know where to go and who 
to talk to if something happens," said Tracy. 

Moyer said that these events have been successful in 
educating the command on who the SAPR representatives are 
and informing Sailors that prevention is everyone's duty. 

"We are excited to do more events like this in the future, 
and we always want feedback and response from junior 
Sailors. We want to do a more interactive approach with this," 
Moyer said. 
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3. #SAAM: Naval Base Coronado 'Stomps Out' Sexual Assault 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 01 MAY 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class George DeLeon, Navy Public Affairs Support 
Element-West 

SAN DIEGO -- Naval Base Coronado (NBC) held a 5K 
Stomp Out Sexual Assault Run/Walk April 27, in support of 
the Navy's Sexual Assault Awareness Month (SAAM). 

More than 600 participants from various San Diego 
military bases participated to show their support. 

"The more people we have come and actually run for a 
cause, means more people are going to be talking about it," 
said Chief Air Traffic Controller Alea Schuyler, lead event 
coordinator. "Taking the information home and sharing it with 
their family makes sexual assault awareness that much 
stronger." 

Other activities in support of the event included a hand 
printing on a canvas signifying, "These Hands Won't Hurt," 
and a clothesline project, where participants wrote messages 
on t-shirts and jeans to stop sexual assault. 

"These events are a good way of helping to prevent sexual 
assault, as hundreds of people are here for a good cause," said 
Information Systems Technician 1st Class Katrina Lockett. 
"They know what sexual assault means and they are willing to 
go the extra mile to stop sexual assault from happening." 

According to Jeannette Casillas, NBC's sexual assault 
prevention and response (SAPR) coordinator, these events are 

prevention tools to help inform Sailors on what constitutes 
sexual assault and bring awareness on to whom they can turn. 

"There should be zero tolerance with sexual violence in 
our military," said Casillas. "One Sailor and one Marine who 
gets sexually assaulted is one too many." 

Throughout the month of April the Navy has worked to 
educate Sailors about awareness, prevention and intervention 
against sexual violence. 

"Sailors trained and educated themselves throughout the 
month about SAAM; awareness is obviously the key as there 
are many unreported cases," said Navy Counselor 1st Class 
Cesar Portillo, NBC victim advocate. "We are here to let 
people know that it's okay to report if you are a victim, or 
know someone who is a victim." 

The event concluded with a "Shine the Light Ceremony," 
where a victim of sexual assault shared their story. With 
regard to sexual assault, anyone can be a victim. The 
ceremony signified that even though the month is over, 
awareness and everyone doing their part in stomping out 
sexual assault is year around. 
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4. How The Navy Shows ‘Mercy’ 
San Diego floating hospital departs on Pacific goodwill mission 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 30 APR 12) ... Jeanette Steele 

One operation stands out in the mind of Dr. Matthew 
Provencher, a Navy orthopedic surgeon. A young Cambodian 
man who loved soccer had a crooked leg from an accident — 
too crooked to play or coach soccer anymore. 

The man came aboard the Mercy in 2010, the last time the 
San Diego-based Navy hospital ship sailed the Pacific on its 
every-other-year goodwill medical mission. Provencher 
performed surgery in the Mercy’s cavernous operating room, 
inserting a rod to straighten the man’s calf bone. 

“We’re looking for the cases that will have very high 
impact, will help patients do things better, live longer and 
have a better life,” the Navy doctor said. 

The Mercy sails again at 10 a.m. Tuesday for its 2012 
Pacific Partnership mission. The converted oil tanker — one 

of two hospital vessels in the U.S. Navy — will make stops in 
Hawaii and Guam to pick up supplies and people before 
visiting Indonesia, the Philippines, Vietnam and Cambodia. 

There, Navy medical staff will operate on cataracts, fix 
hernias, insert ear tubes and set bones aboard ship. On land, 
the crew will give physical exams, teach first aid and nutrition 
and swap knowledge with local doctors. 

Last time around, Provencher said, he learned intriguing 
things about using bamboo to splint limbs. 

“Sometimes it’s an island of 40,000 people that we pull 
up to, and drop anchor, and there’s one surgeon there and that 
surgeon does everything,” said the Navy doctor, who is 
returning to the ship as director of surgery. 
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As the U.S. Defense Department turns its attention to the 
Pacific this year, in response to the rise of China, this mission 
— the largest regular humanitarian effort in the region — 
parallels the United States’ military interests. 

The Mercy’s 1,000-person population will include 400 
Navy medical personnel and 70 civilian mariners who drive 
the ship. Civilians from U.S. nongovernmental organization, 
such as the UC San Diego Pre-Dental Society, and foreign 
charities will fill out the roster. 

This year’s $20 million medical mission has its roots in 
the late 2004 tsunami that devastated Indonesia. In January 
2005, the Mercy was dispatched to provide aid to the region. 

In 2006, the Navy began using Mercy for what became a 
regular four- to five-month mission to the Pacific islands on 
even years. 

On odd years, the Baltimore, Md.-based hospital ship 
Comfort has deployed to the Caribbean or Latin America on 
goodwill trips. In 2011, the San Diego-based amphibious ship 
Cleveland accompanied the Comfort. 

Aside from goodwill missions, the Navy’s floating 
hospitals have been used to care for injured during the Iraq 
War in 2003, Hurricane Katrina in 2005 and following the 
2010 Haiti earthquake. 

The Navy hospital ships are nearly as big as aircraft 
carriers, measuring 894 feet long. The two former tankers 
were gutted at San Diego’s NASSCO shipyard in the 1980s 
and relaunched as hospital vessels in 1986. 

The Mercy houses operating rooms, intensive care units 
and rows and rows of hospital beds. It offers four X-ray 
machines, a CT scanner, a dental suite, optometry lab, 
physical therapy center and pharmacy. The crew can handle 
up to 5,000 units of blood. 

The hulking white ships, marked prominently with red 
hospital crosses, have not always been respected as vessels of 
goodwill. 

In 2008, the Navy halted flights to and from the Mercy 
after one of its two helicopters took gunfire while in the 
Philippines. No one was injured. 

The nations visited change from year to year. In 2010, the 
Mercy stopped at Timor Leste, Papua New Guinea and Palau, 
in addition to Vietnam, Cambodia and Indonesia. 

Other Pacific countries, such as Australia and Japan, also 
lend resources. 

The host nations have invited the U.S. Navy to help, and 
local doctors will screen patients for treatment before the 
Mercy arrives. In recent years, some foreign doctors have 
come aboard the ship to conduct procedures. 

Establishing these partnerships now may lead to faster 
reaction after the next earthquake or flood, Navy officials said. 
The mission’s motto is “preparing in calm to respond in 
crisis.” 

Only certain kinds of operations will work in the two 
weeks the ship is scheduled to stay in each nation. No open-
heart surgeries, for instance. Navy doctors want patients to be 
fairly well recovered before they leave the ship and to be able 
to get the same care at home. 

Still, the patients come. 
One Pacific Partnership veteran said maybe 1,000 patients 

once stood waiting when she arrived from the ship in the small 
white launches that Mercy Sailors have dubbed “band-aid 
boats.” 

Capt. Mary Anne Yonk is the Mercy’s director of nursing. 
She has deployed twice on the aircraft carrier Nimitz and was 
on the ground with the Marines during the 1991 Gulf War. 

Yonk is telling her nurses to be ready for action, not a 
cushy cruise. 

“This is a chance to do professional nursing in an 
environment that they’ll never get an opportunity to do here in 
the States,” she said. “It’s going to be a great ride.” 

The Mercy is scheduled to return to San Diego in mid 
September. 
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CURRENT OPERATIONS: 
5. Hospital Ship USNS Mercy Deploying To Asia 
Hospital Ship Will Visit Cambodia, Indonesia, The Philippines And Vietnam 
(KGTV ABC SAN DIEGO 30 APR 12) 

SAN DIEGO -- The San Diego-based Navy hospital ship 
USNS Mercy is scheduled to deploy Tuesday for a four-month 
humanitarian mission to four Asian nations. 

The vessel will visit Cambodia, Indonesia, the Philippines 
and Vietnam in the seventh year of a program called Pacific 
Partnership, according to the Navy. 

The goal of the program is to build relationships that will 
help in the event of a natural disaster. 

"A lot of planning and coordination among host and 
partner nation governments and military, civilian 
organizations and agencies has gone into getting us to this 
point," said Capt. James Morgan, the mission commander. 
"We're ready to deploy and conduct the mission on a theme of 
'preparing in calm to respond in crisis.'" 

Converted from an oil tanker in the mid 1980s, the Mercy 
first saw duty in the Persian Gulf War. Following that 
deployment, it left its berth at Naval Base San Diego. 

However, the 2004 tsunami that struck Indonesia 
prompted the hospital ship to return to the area every year 
since. 

"We see things that we just don't come across here," said 
Cmdr. Matthew Provencher, an orthopedic surgeon who 
deployed with the Mercy in 2010. "I visited a leprosy hospital 
in Vietnam, and I learned how they take care of them. Just an 
incredible experience." 

The Mercy carries about 400 Naval medical personnel, 
along with civilian crew members with the Maritime Sealift 
Command. Crew members on the Mercy will provide medical, 
dental and veterinary care in the host nations and help with 
civil engineering projects. 

"Everyone I've talked to said it's some of the hardest work 
we'll ever do, but the most rewarding," said Capt. MaryAnne 
Yonk, the director of nursing who is making her first 
deployment on the ship. 
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Pacific Partnership also includes personnel from the 
Army, Air Force and Marine Corps; U.S. State and Justice 
departments, Agency for International Development and 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Association. 

Japan will contribute a landing ship, helicopters, a 
medical team and representatives from the country's volunteer 
organizations. 

Australia, Canada, Chile, France, Korea, Malaysia, the 
Netherlands, New Zealand, Peru, the Philippines, Singapore 
and Thailand will also deploy personnel in support of the 
mission. 

Other organizations scheduled to take part include the UC 
San Diego Pre-Dental Society, a student-run free dental clinic; 
Project Hope, which launched the first civilian hospital ship, 
LDS Charities; and the University of Hawaii. 
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6. U.S. Seventh Fleet Commander Visits Cambodia To Boost Military Bonds 
(XINHUA NEWS AGENCY (CHINA) 01 MAY 12) 

PHNOM PENH -- U.S. Seventh Fleet Commander Vice 
Admiral Scott Swift visited Cambodia from April 30 to May 3 
to develop closer military ties between the two countries, 
according to a press release from the U.S. embassy in 
Cambodia on Tuesday. 

During his stay, Swift will meet with officials from the 
Royal Cambodian Navy and the Ministry of National Defense 
to discuss bilateral and regional issues of mutual concern as 
well as Cambodia's participation in this year's Cooperation 
Afloat Readiness and Training (CARAT) exercise. 

Swift will also discuss with Cambodian officials mutually 
beneficial exchanges in the areas of maritime security, search 
and rescue, humanitarian and disaster relief and seamanship 
and navigation. 

The press release said that the USS Blue Ridge, the 
flagship of the United States 7th Fleet, also visits Cambodia 
from April 30 to May 4 to strengthen the relationship between 
the two countries. 
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GLOBAL MARITIME ENVIRONMENT: 
7. Officials Watch For Terrorists With Body Bombs On U.S.-Bound Planes 
(ABC NEWS 30 APR 12) ... Brian Ross, Richard Esposito and Rhonda Schwartz 

With the anniversary of Osama bin Laden's death 
looming, American and European authorities told ABC News 
today that they fear al Qaeda may soon try to explode U.S.-
bound aircraft with explosives hidden inside the bodies of 
terrorists. 

As a result, security at several airports in the U.K. and 
elsewhere in Europe and the Middle East has been 
substantially stepped up, with a focus on U.S. carriers. 

Additional federal air marshals have also been shifted 
overseas in advance of the anniversary. A year ago Tuesday 
night, President Obama announced on live television that bin 
Laden had been killed in a U.S. raid on a compound in 
Pakistan. 

Medical experts say there is plenty of room in the 
stomach area of the body for surgically implanted explosives. 
"The surgeon would open the abdominal cavity and literally 
implant the explosive device in amongst the internal organs," 
explained Dr. Mark Melrose, a New York emergency 
medicine specialist. 

For the last year, U.S. and European authorities have 
publicly warned that al Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula 
(AQAP), al Qaeda's Yemeni affiliate, and its master bomb-
maker, Ibrahim al-Asiri, have been designing body bombs 
with no metal parts to get past airport security. 

"We are treating the information seriously," John Pistole, 
administrator of the Transportation Security Administration, 
told ABC News in 2011. 

Asiri placed a bomb inside the rectal cavity of his own 
brother for a suicide mission aimed at Saudi Arabian 
intelligence chief Prince Muhammad bin Nayef in 2009. That 
bomb exploded prematurely, officials said, and the only 
casualty was Asiri's brother 23-year-old brother Abdullah. 
Asiri is also believed responsible for the "underwear bomb" 
with which Umar Farouk Abdulmutallab tried to take down 
Northwest flight 253 on Christmas 2009, and for the printer 
bombs in the failed cargo bomb plot of 2010. 

In public, U.S. officials say there is no credible 
information of an impending attack. Department of Homeland 
Security spokesman Peter Boogaard released a statement 
Monday evening saying, "We have no indication of any 
specific, credible threats or plots against the U.S. tied to the 
one-year anniversary of bin Laden's death." 

But earlier Monday, White House counter-terrorism 
advisor John Brennan called the al Qaeda group in Yemen the 
greatest threat to the U.S. 

"AQAP continues to be al Qaeda's most active affiliate, 
and it continues to seek the opportunity to strike our 
homeland," said Brennan during a speech at the Woodrow 
Wilson International Center in Washington, D.C. 

Brennan said bin Laden admitted al Qaeda had lost its 
way, agreeing that "a large portion" of Muslims around the 
world "have lost their trust" in al Qaeda. 

Confessing to "disaster after disaster" in al Qaeda plots, 
Brennan said, bin Laden urged leaders to feel to places "away 
from aircraft photography and bombardment." 

Return to Index 
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8. Obama, Japan's Noda Talk Defense Amid U.S.-China Standoff 
(REUTERS 30 APR 12) ... Matt Spetalnick 

WASHINGTON - President Barack Obama and Prime 
Minister Yoshihiko Noda pledged on Monday to strengthen 
the U.S.-Japan security alliance, the latest effort to project 
unity between Washington and its Asian partners as a 
counterweight to China's growing assertiveness in the region. 

The two leaders put their stamp of approval on a long-
stalled agreement to sharply reduce the U.S. military presence 
on the island of Okinawa, which could help ease the way for 
Obama's strategy of dispersing U.S. forces around the western 
Pacific. 

But the show of solidarity between Obama and Noda at 
the White House was overshadowed by what was shaping up 
as a tense diplomatic standoff between the United States and 
China over a Chinese dissident believed to be under U.S. 
protection in Beijing. 

Underscoring the sensitivity over the case, Obama 
maintained his administration's silence on Chen Guangcheng's 
fate when asked about it at a joint news conference. But he 
went on to press China to improve its human rights record, a 
longstanding irritant in relations between the world's two 
biggest economies. 

The Obama administration used a visit by Noda and 
meetings between Secretary of State Hillary Clinton and 
Defense Secretary Leon Panetta and their counterparts from 
the Philippines to showcase efforts to forge closer security ties 
with Asian allies. 

Starting with a trip late last year, Obama has touted a 
"pivot" toward the economically dynamic Asia-Pacific region 
widely seen as a U.S. effort to reassure nervous allies there of 
the U.S. commitment as China flexes its economic and 
military muscle. 

"We have agreed to a new joint vision to guide our 
alliance and help shape the Asia-Pacific for decades to come," 
Obama said after Oval Office talks with Noda. 

Though a joint statement contained few specifics, Obama 
cast it as a part of a broader security regional effort he 
unveiled on a his Asia-Pacific trip in November. Closer 
military ties are also being forged with the Philippines, 
Australia and Singapore. 

Mutual Defense 
Clinton reaffirmed U.S. commitment to Philippine 

security under a 60-year-old treaty of mutual defense and used 
a standoff between Manila and Beijing over a disputed shoal 
in the Spratly Islands to stake out a claim of U.S. interests in 
the region. 

"As a Pacific power we have a national interest in 
freedom of navigation, the maintenance of peace and stability, 
respect for international law and the unimpeded lawful 
commerce across our sea lanes," she said, urging the countries 
to resolve their dispute diplomatically. 

The United States and the Philippines were looking at 
ways to deepen their defense relationship and help Manila 

develop what Foreign Secretary Albert del Rosario called a 
"minimum credible defense posture." The Philippine military 
is seen as one of the weakest among developing countries in 
the region. 

Obama administration officials have left little doubt that 
they want to show Americans they are working to face down a 
rising competitive threat from China, which has become a key 
issue at home as the president seeks re-election in November. 

But Obama also sought on Monday to avoid further 
roiling the diplomatic waters. "All of our actions are not 
designed to in any way contain China," Obama said of his 
talks with Noda, who leads the world's third largest economy. 

"But they are designed to ensure that they (China) are part 
of a broader international community in which rules, norms 
are respected, in which all countries can prosper and succeed," 
Obama said. 

Obama and Noda presented a unified front against North 
Korea over its recent failed rocket launch and concerns that it 
may test a nuclear device soon. 

The two leaders met just days after the two countries 
announced a revised agreement on streamlining the U.S. 
military presence on Okinawa that will shift 9,000 Marines 
from the southern Japanese island to Guam and other Asia-
Pacific sites. 

The new plan helps the allies work around the central but 
still-unresolved dispute over moving the Futenma air base 
from a crowded part of Okinawa to a new site that has vexed 
relations for years. 

Under the agreement, 5,000 Marines will go to Guam and 
the rest to other sites such as Hawaii and Australia. 

The agreement includes a $3.1 billion cash commitment 
from Japan for the move to Guam as well as for developing 
joint training ranges on Guam and on Tinian and Pagan in the 
U.S.-controlled Northern Mariana Islands. 

Snags over Okinawa had raised questions about the 
viability of the Obama administration's strategy of shifting 
U.S. forces from other regions to the Asia-Pacific to deal with 
nuclear saber-rattling by North Korea, the rapid military 
buildup of China and territorial disputes in the South China 
Sea. 

Obama welcomed the deal as serving the "broad-based 
interests of our alliance as a whole, and Noda said it would 
help the two countries "step up bilateral security and defense 
cooperation in a creative manner." 

Washington wants Japan to loosen restrictions, enshrined 
in its largely pacifist post-World War Two constitution, on 
Japanese troop deployment outside its borders. 

The Okinawa issue had been a major political headache at 
home for Noda, Japan's sixth prime minister in six years. He is 
struggling to boost an economy that been anemic for a 
generation and was hit hard by last year's earthquake and 
tsunami that triggered a nuclear disaster. 
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9. Navies Of India And Japan To Hold Joint Exercise 
(PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 30 APR 12) 

NEW DELHI -- In a first, India and Japan have decided to 
conduct a joint exercise involving their navies later this year 
off that country. A decision to this effect was taken during the 

meeting between External Affairs Minister S M Krishna and 
his Japanese counterpart Koichiro Gemba at the 6th India–
Japan Strategic Dialogue here. 
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"We agreed to conduct a joint exercise between Indian 
Navy and Japanese Maritime Self Defence Force. It is the first 
of its kind. The date is yet to be finalised. The meetings gave 
the political blessing for the proposal," Masaru Sato, Assistant 
Press Secretary of the Japanese Foreign Ministry told reporters 
here tonight. He said the exercises would be conducted when 
the Indian Navy makes a visit to Japan to commemorate 60 
years of establishment of diplomatic relations between two 
countries. Sato said the two countries also decided to launch 
maritime dialogue mechanism and increase cooperation in anti 
-piracy operations off Somalian coast. He also said the 
mechanism would enable sharing of information between 

enforcement agencies of both the countries. The spokesman 
said India is situated at an important place on the sea lanes of 
the communication which links Japan with the Middle East. 

"India is a very good location. We would want to create a 
stable and prosperous environment here," he said. To a specifc 
query, he said there have been a lot of blocs between India and 
China and China and Japan seperately. "We have not seen 
China, India and Japan. Why not?" he said. Sato said Gemba 
told Krishna that steps should be taken to improve trade 
relations between the two countries. He said India's trade with 
Japan was just 2.2 per cent of its total trade and Japan's trade 
with India is just 1 per cent. 
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10. China Reach In Focus At U.S.- Philippine Security Talks 
(REUTERS 30 APR 12) ... Manuel Mogato 

MANILA (Reuters) - China is likely to be high on the 
agenda at top level U.S.-Philippine security talks on Monday 
as Washington refocuses its foreign policy on Asia and Manila 
realizes its limits in trying to solve territorial disputes with 
Beijing alone. 

China has maritime spats with several countries in the 
South China Sea, believed to be rich in oil and gas and crossed 
by important shipping lanes, and its neighbors fear its growing 
naval reach in staking claims. 

Those disputes are pushing the Philippines to seek closer 
cooperation with the United States, which in turn has 
prompted China to warn Washington against getting involved, 
denouncing last week's U.S.-Philippine military drills as 
bringing the risk of armed conflict closer. 

"I'm sure we need to be diplomatic, but I don't think we 
should tip-toe around the Chinese on this," said Walter 
Lohman, director of the Asian Studies Center with the 
conservative Washington-based Heritage Foundation think 
tank. 

"...There is nothing new about the U.S. exercising with 
the Philippines. We shouldn't refrain because the Chinese 
don't like it. In fact, I expect the (Washington meeting) will 
come up with some agreement on increasing the frequency 
and variety of exercises, ship visits. Also expect agreement on 
hardware, joint use of Philippines' training facilities and 
bases." 

The talks also coincide with a potential new source of 
tension between Washington and Beijing after blind activist 
Chen Guangcheng was reported late last week to have sought 
U.S. protection in the Chinese capital after an audacious 
escape from 19 months under house arrest. 

On Sunday, China said it had made "stern 
representations" to the Philippines about its proposal for 
international arbitration over Scarborough Shoal, site of the 
most recent stand-off between the two sides. 

"China urges the Philippines to earnestly respect China's 
sovereignty and do nothing to expand or complicate matters," 
the ministry cited Deng Zhonghua, head of its department of 
boundary and ocean affairs, as saying. 

Manila's moves to strengthen security ties with its former 
colonial master coincide with the U.S. foreign policy "pivot" 
towards Asia to concentrate on, among other things, North 
Korea's nuclear ambitions and China's military buildup. 

Twenty years after the Philippines voted to remove 
American bases, it now wants to give U.S. troops more access 
to its ports and airfields. 

"We enjoy a really close military-to-military relationship 
with the Philippines and I think certainly coming out of this 
two plus two, we'll be looking for ways to improve and 
enhance that relationship," said Pentagon spokesman Navy 
Captain John Kirby, referring to talks between the defense and 
foreign secretaries, the highest-level security talks yet between 
the two sides. 

"But it is safe to say that ... our relationship with the 
Philippines is part and parcel of the larger shift to focus on the 
Asia-Pacific." 

A Philippine general familiar with the discussions to be 
held in Washington said the United States had a list of 
airfields in the Philippines that it could use for routine 
deployment of tankers, fighters and transport planes. 

"These are not new bases for the Americans, these are still 
our facilities," said the general who declined to be identified. 
"They are only asking us if we can share some of our idle 
space with them." 

Kirby said the United States wanted to continue "a 
rotational and training" relationship. "We're certainly not 
looking ... for permanent basing there." 

This is nevertheless a sensitive area for Philippine 
President Benigno Aquino, some of whose political advisers 
are uncomfortable with an expanding U.S. role. 

The U.S. plan to use Philippine airports is not new. At the 
height of U.S. operations in Iraq and Afghanistan in the mid-
2000s, Manila allowed U.S. military planes to refuel at an 
airport in northernmost Batanes province, close to Taiwan. 

"We don't want them back, they create noise when most 
of us are already asleep," Budget Secretary Florencio "Butch" 
Abad said of U.S. transport planes landing at night in Basco 
airport. 

Abad is one of Aquino's closest political advisers. 
Another political adviser told Reuters Aquino would not allow 
a de facto basing arrangement. 

"That's a violation of our constitution," he said. 
Philippine foreign and defense officials, however, will use 

the Washington talks to try to get U.S. backing on its position 
in the South China Sea, invoking freedom of navigation. 

"I think we would want all nations, including the U.S., to 
make a judgment as to what is happening there (in the South 
China Sea) and what the implications are to their own 
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security," Foreign Affairs Secretary Albert del Rosario has 
said. 

A retired Philippine flag officer said Washington, which 
is shuffling and redeploying its forces around Asia, including 
in Japan and Australia, wanted to rebuild the "air bridge" 
between Northeast and Southeast Asia. 

"They are trying to plug these holes when they left Clark 
in 1992," he said, referring to a former U.S. air base in the 
northern Philippines. "They need airfields more than ports 

because most of their tactical aircraft are based too far from 
potential hotspots in Southeast Asia." 

Richard Jacobson, of Pacific Strategies and Assessments, 
cautioned both sides against playing the China card, saying he 
did not see naval standoffs in the South China Sea as dramatic 
enough to improve U.S.-Philippines relations. 

"It appears more likely that any new strategic partnership 
will evolve gradually over time," Jacobson told Reuters. 
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11. Rebirth Of Russia’s Submarine Fleet, Construction 
The Submarine Fleet is Traveling on the Surface: The Renewal of the Submarines is Moving with Seven-
Mile Steps 
(NEZAVISIMOYE VOYENNOYE OBOZRENIYE (RUSSIA) 30 APR 12) ... Konstantin Makiyenko 

MOSCOW -- Submarine forces traditionally occupied a 
significant, and over the extent of a series of historical periods 
- even a leading place in the system of combat assets of the 
domestic fleet. And this is fully logical - over the extent of 
decades the Soviet Navy sought to use submarines to counter 
powerful Western surface fleets in the battle for superiority at 
sea. 

The introduction on submarines from the end of the 1950s 
of nuclear power and missile weaponry finally transformed 
submarines into a powerful means not just of naval warfare, 
but also into a strategic weapon of deterrence of colossal 
power. Thus, submarines deservedly earned the status of the 
basis of the USSR's Navy, and now also of Russia's. 

The modern nuclear submarine (SSN) represents, 
according to a well-known American expression, "the ship of 
the line of the 21st-century," and is an unprecedented 
combination of combat reliability, covertness, mobility, 
unlimited autonomy and the highest combat potential in the 
conduct of naval warfare. Taking into account the great 
experience in designing, building and operating SSN, it is 
fully logical, that Russia's Navy used the development of 
SSNs as a cornerstone of naval construction. 

Strategic Foundation 
The special role of the submarine fleet in Russia's 

contemporary condition is reinforced by the circumstance, that 
at the end of the 1990s a line was chosen toward the 
development of naval strategic nuclear forces (MSYaS) as the 
basis of Russia's strategic potential as a whole. Concretely this 
is expressed in the establishment, as a super-priority program, 
of the construction of fourth generation strategic nuclear 
missile submarine cruiser's of Project 955 (Borey), developed 
by Petersburg's Rubin TsKB MT [Central Design Bureau for 
Naval Engineering] and the creation for them of the R-30 
Bulava strategic missile complex. 

Thanks to the great efforts of the designer (Rubin TsKB 
MT), industry and the leadership of Russia's Navy, the 
program entered, finally, into the stage of achieving practical 
results. Initial construction at the Severnoye 
Mashinostroitelnoye Predpriyatiye [Northern Machine 
Building Enterprise] (SMP), as early as in 1996, of lead ship 
of Project 955 the Yuriy Dolgorukiy, is in the concluding 
stage of testing, and sea tests are also being carried out on the 
second one-of-a-class boat, the Aleksandr Nevskiy. Both of 
these ships will be turned over to the Navy in 2012. After long 
drawn out development,& the testing of the Bulava solid-
fueled submarine-launched ballistic missiles (SLBM) was 

crowned with success, which made it possible to pose the 
question of their acceptance into the inventory and the 
beginning of series production in 2012. 

At the present time, construction of a third Project 955 
ship, the Vladimir Monomakh, which was laid down in 2006, 
is being carried out on the SMP ways. In total according to the 
State Armaments Program the entry into the battle order by 
2020 of eight Project 955 missile carriers is being proposed, 
and for this, beginning with the fourth ship, they must be built 
according to the modified Project 955A with an increase, in 
particular, in the number of SLBM launchers from 16 to 20. 
The first ship of the modified class is already in fact being 
built at SMP and is at a significant stage of readiness, although 
the official keel-laying ceremony is expected only this year. 

The construction program for Project 955 SSBN and the 
creation for them of a missile complex is, apparently, the most 
large scale and expensive Russian state program of the last 
decade. At the same time simultaneously being carried out, 
though less noticeably, but nearly just as important, is a 
program of renewal with repair and modernization of the 
existing basis of the current Russian MSYaS, six Project 
667BDRM SSBNs, which are part of the Northern Fleet. In 
the process of modernization the rearmament of these boats, 
introduced into the order of battle bet ween 1985 and 1992, 
with new liquid-fueled R-29PMU2 Sineva SLBMs and their 
modernized variant, the Layner, is being accomplished. Now 
the cycle of the second medium repairs of Project 667 BDRM 
boats has been begun. 

In the battle order of the Pacific Fleet for now there 
remain as well three of the Project 667BDR SSBNs of 14 built 
in 1976-1982, which in the short and medium term future will 
finally be replaced with Project 955 boats. A modernized 
heavy SSBN, the Project 941U Dmitriy Donskoy, remained in 
the Northern Fleet as a ship to test the Bulava missile 
complex. An additional two Project 941 boats remain in 
reserve without missiles. The fate of all three Tayfuns has 
been predetermined. 

Strike Force Of The Fleet 
The combination of nuclear submarines with cruise 

missiles and nuclear powered submarines will remain the basis 
of the non-strategic combat potential of the domestic Navy for 
the foreseeable future. 

At the same time the economic difficulties of the decade 
and a half following the collapse of the USSR led to a serious 
collapse and a reduction of those forces. Thus, of 13 Project 
949 and 949A submarines built in 1980-1995, optimized for 
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"hunting" aircraft carriers, at the present time there remain 
only nine within in the fleet's inventory, of which 4-5 are in 
operating order. The developer of these boats, Rubin TsKB 
MT at the present time developed a project for the 
modernization of those ships with their equipment with new 
missile weapons, that will make it possible to provide for the 
presence of the submarines within the composition of the fleet 
for an extended time. 

Of the Soviet design nuclear multi-purpose submarines on 
the register of Russia's Navy there remain 20 - 12 third-
generation Project 971 SSNs and (six each in the Northern and 
Pacific Fleet), four third-generation Project 945 and 945A 
SSNs with titanium hulls (in the Northern Fleet) and four of 
the last "second and a half generation" Project 671RTMK 
(also in the Northern Fleet). Of this number, a total of only 10 
- 11 remain in operating condition, which, understandably, is 
completely insufficient. The question of providing for the 
repair and modernization of the Project series 971 and 945 
remaining in the Navy, and which given the necessary 
technical content can still serve in the battle order from 15 to 
20 years, is becoming quite urgent. 

Now primary reliance in the renewal of the fleet of 
nonstrategic multipurpose SSNs was placed on the 
construction of new fourth-generation Project 885 SSNs 
(codename Yasen) developed by the Malakhit SPMBM [St. 
Petersburg Maritime Machine-Building Bureau]. The ships in 
question possessed broad combat capabilities, housing the new 
Oniks anti-ship missiles, able to inflict missile strikes on 
surface and coastal targets. The lead boat out Project 885, the 
Severodvinsk was laid down at SMP as early as in 1993, and 
over an extended period of time a literal struggle for the 
survival of the project was carried out. Nonetheless, now the 
Severodvinsk was completed, and testing is underway and it 
must be transferred to the Northern Fleet in 2012. 

In 2009, the SSN Kazan of the modernized Project 885M 
was laid down at SMP. In the fall of 2011 a contract was 
signed for the construction at SMP both of the Kazan, as well 
as an additional four Project 885M boats. And in total 
according to the State Armaments Program Until 2020, it is 
proposed to introduce 10 Project 885 and 885M submarines 
into the Navy order of battle. 

Non-Nuclear Submarines Retain Their Value 
Along with the construction of SSNs, Russia's Navy is 

continuing to devote attention to the construction of non-
nuclear submarines, in the first place for operations in the 
close-in sea area and in "enclosed" seas. The traditional 
developer of nonnuclear submarines is TsKB MT Rubin. 19 
diesel-electric submarines from Project 877 of the 24, built 
from 1980 through 1994, are serving in the domestic fleet. Of 
these 19 units, nine ar e located in the Pacific Fleet, seven - in 
the Northern Fleet, too - in the Baltic Fleet and one is part of 
the Black Sea Fleet. Work on their repair and modernization is 
being accomplished. Simultaneously these boats continue to 

enjoy export success, and since 1986, 31 Project 877E and 
877EKM and their modifications - Project 636 - were built for 
foreign buyers, and at the present time a contract for the 
construction of six Project 636 boats for Vietnam's Navy is 
being fulfilled. 

The Project 677 (codename Lada) is among the new 
fourth generation diesel-electric boats. The lead boat of this 
class, the St. Petersburg, was built at Admiraliteyskiye verfi 
from 1997 and after extended testing was transferred to 
Russia's Navy in 2010 and is in operation experimentally. 
Realization and shakedown of that project has come up against 
a series of technical difficulties, which at present time they 
have basically overcome. This opens up the possibility of 
accelerating rebuilding for the modernization projects of still 
another two one-of-a-kind boats - the Sevastopol and the 
Kronshtadt - for the RF Navy. Navy Commander-in-Chief 
Vladimir Vysotskiy personally excellently understands the 
need for the development of Russia's non-nuclear submarine 
fleet, which cannot be perpetually based on the excellent, but 
beginning to become obsolete Project 636, nor can it be 
permanently improved. The admiral in connection with this 
steadily follows the development of Project 677, taking all 
necessary efforts to make it a reality. In future the boats of the 
modified Project 677 will begin to replace Project 877 in the 
fleet. 

For now Russia's Defense Ministry as measures to 
accelerate the renewal of the Black Sea Fleet inventory 
ordered six Project 06363 submarines, which represent the 
next version of the well-developed Project 636. Now the first 
two boats, the Novorossiysk and the Rostov-Na-Donu have 
already been laid down at Admiraliteyskiye verfi, and the 
construction of all six boats is planned for completion by 
2018. 

In future, the TsKB MT Rubin will develop its own 
design for an air-independent power plant with an electronic 
generator for submarines. In the more distant future it will be 
mounted in the modified Project 677 boat. This project may 
well result in significant opportunities to increase the combat 
effectiveness of submarines. 

Thus, it can be stated, that after the period of the extended 
post-Soviet collapse in recent years a process of renewing and 
rebirth of Russia's Navy submarines was begun. Along with 
the completion of the construction and the initiation of testing 
of the lead submarines of the new project 955, 885 and 677, a 
process of repair of submarines within the inventory of 
Russia's Navy has been activated, and the intensity of combat 
training in operational service by Navy submarines notably 
increased. Large-scale programs for the series construction of 
new generation submarines have been put in motion, then the 
creation and improvement of future weaponry for them is 
being carried out. All of this makes it possible to hope, that as 
soon as after several years we may with our own eyes see a 
renewal of the submarines of Russia's Navy. 
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12. U.S. Officials: Core Al-Qaida 'Essentially Gone' 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 30 APR 12) ... Kimberly Dozier 

A year after the Navy SEAL raid that killed Osama bin 
Laden, the al-Qaida that carried out the Sept. 11 attacks is 
essentially gone but its affiliates remain a threat to America, 
U.S. counterterrorist officials say. 

Core al-Qaida's new leader, Ayman al-Zawahri, still 
aspires to attack the U.S., but his Pakistan-based group is 
scrambling to survive, under fire from CIA drone strikes and 
lying low for fear of another U.S. raid. That has lessened the 
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threat of another complex attack like a nuclear dirty bomb or a 
biological weapon, the officials say. 

Al-Qaida's loyal offshoots are still dangerous, especially 
Yemen's al-Qaida in the Arabian Peninsula, or AQAP. While 
not yet able to carry out complex attacks inside the U.S., such 
groups are capable of hitting Western targets overseas and are 
building armies and expertise while plotting violence, 
according to senior U.S. counterterrorist officials who briefed 
reporters Friday. 

"Each will seek opportunities to strike Western interests 
in its operating area, but each group will have different intent 
and ability to execute those plans," said Robert Cardillo, a 
deputy director at the Office of the Director of National 
Intelligence. The other officials were authorized to speak only 
on condition of anonymity. 

The shift from a single, deadly group to a more 
amorphous threat may not seem much of an improvement. But 
the U.S. believes that the bin Laden raid and continued U.S. 
counterterrorist action have reduced the chance of a 
sophisticated, multipronged attack on the U.S. like the attacks 
of Sept. 11 or the deadly bombings in Madrid in 2004 and in 
London in 2005. 

An attack with weapons of mass destruction — chemical, 
biological or nuclear — by any al-Qaida-related terror group 
also seems less likely in the coming year, Cardillo said. 

Al-Qaida's Zawahri has not managed to harness multiple 
groups into a cohesive force focused on a single, catastrophic 
attack, officials said. 

Al-Qaida's key affiliates in Yemen, Somalia, Iraq and 
North Africa have pledged allegiance to Zawahri but, 
unimpressed with his leadership, "have not offered the 
deference they gave bin Laden," Cardillo said. Zawahri has a 

reputation as an abrasive manager and a less than charismatic 
speaker. 

That loss of a single, charismatic voice likely means 
"multiple voices will provide inspiration for the movement," 
leading to a bout of soul-searching as to what the splinter 
groups want to target and why, Cardillo said. 

"There will be a vigorous debate about local versus global 
jihad within and among terror organizations," he said. 

Another potentially positive sign is al-Qaida's failure to 
hijack the Arab Spring revolt in Egypt, Tunisia or Libya. On 
the negative side, the officials said, al-Qaida is working hard 
to co-opt rebels in Syria. 

If the political wrangling in any of the post-revolt nations 
fails to produce stable, responsive governments, al-Qaida and 
its ilk may be able to seize the void, the officials said. 

That's what has occurred in Yemen, where AQAP has 
taken full advantage of the local government's preoccupation 
fighting multiple political opponents. AQAP has grown in size 
and territory covered despite constant and expanded targeting 
by Yemeni and U.S. counterterrorist forces, the officials said. 

Another threat they cited: Homegrown extremists, either 
lone actors or small groups inspired by al-Qaida, who remain 
intent on committing violence. 

The officials also noted that every time U.S. 
counterterrorist forces strike, they must take care to avoid 
everything from civilian casualties to hitting the wrong target, 
lest the blowback produce more enemies. 

"The key challenge will be balancing aggressive 
counterterrorism operations, with the risk of exacerbating the 
anti-Western global agenda" of al-Qaida and its affiliates, 
Cardillo said. 
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13. Gulf States Struggle To Agree On Missile Shield 
Part of broader American-backed defense umbrella, plan seeks to counter potential threat from Iran 
(REUTERS 30 APR 12) ... Mahmoud Habboush 

ABU DHABI – Distrust among Sunni Gulf Arab states 
has scuppered the installation of a joint missile shield which 
Washington has long urged as the best means of defense 
against any strike by Iran. 

The oil-exporting states have spent billions on U.S.-built 
anti-missile platforms but have fallen short of building a 
unified umbrella and an early warning system, despite their 
expressed intention to do so. 

Analysts say that although they belong to the same 
political and military alliance, the six Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC) members remain uneasy about sharing data. 
Nor can they decide on the location of a central command and 
are struggling to find ways to work together in case of an 
emergency. 

"The question is not only about trust among Gulf states 
but also trust in the Americans," said Mustafa Alani, a Middle 
East defense analyst. "The central command is going to be 
controlled by a powerful state (Saudi Arabia) and the 
Americans and the small states will be sandwiched between 
the two." 

U.S. officials say the missile shield is part of a global plan 
that includes deployment of sea and land-based systems in 
Europe, the Middle East and Asia to counter the threat of 
ballistic missiles from states like Iran and North Korea. 

Iran is at odds with its Gulf Arab neighbors and the West 
over its nuclear program. The United States and its allies say 
Iran is seeking nuclear weapons capability under the cover of 
a civil program, which Tehran denies. 

The Islamic state has threatened to target U.S. interests in 
the Gulf, including military bases, and to block oil tanker 
lanes in the Strait of Hormuz if it is attacked. 

Thorny Issue 
U.S. officials have been talking for years to the GCC 

members - Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia and 
the United Arab Emirates - about building the shield but have 
done so with more urgency in recent months. 

The site of the central command room is a thorny issue 
because the Gulf states have a long history of disaccord. In 
2009, the UAE pulled out of a planned GCC monetary union 
after Saudi Arabia was voted as the host of a common central 
bank. Saudi Arabia also hosts the GCC headquarters. 

"We have to have a location," Lt. Gen David Goldfein, 
the U.S. Air Force commander for southwest Asia, told a 
security conference in Abu Dhabi 

The UAE and Saudi Arabia are likely to vie for hosting 
the headquarters. Heavyweight Saudi Arabia is also home to 
the Peninsula Shield, a GCC force set up in 1986 to defend 
Gulf countries against any potential threat. 
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It has been called upon three times since its foundation - 
in the 1990-91 Gulf War, during the U.S.-led invasion of Iraq 
in 2003 and in March 2011 when Saudi Arabia and the UAE 
sent 1,500 soldiers to Bahrain during anti-government Shi'ite 
protests. 

Theodore Karasik, a Dubai-based security analyst, said 
the UAE would be the favored host because "this is where the 
push for integration has started from." 

Experts suggest the best short-term solution is for Gulf 
states to acquire compatible systems that can be, as one 
official said, "plugged" together in case of emergencies. 

But U.S. officials say a "plug and play" approach is too 
risky, suggesting that it is no alternative to a central command 
which allows for a much faster decision-making process. 

In this case, commanders would be sitting in one room 
controlling the entire network rather than having to coordinate 
between six different commands. 

Goldfein said that despite each country's individual 
defense plans and bilateral defense arrangements with the 
United States, a multilateral security approach was still 
needed. 

Wary Of Information Sharing 
Analysts say the Gulf states are not only wary of sharing 

information among themselves but also with the United States 
because the oil exporters fear direct U.S. involvement in the 
shield could mean that it would link its systems to GCC radars 
without sharing back data collected by its own assets. 

GCC Secretary-General Abdullatif al-Zayani was among 
those at the Abu Dhabi conference who questioned the bloc's 
dependence on foreign allies, mainly the United States. 

"What are the defense capabilities that the GCC needs to 
become less dependent on their allies?" he asked. 

Alani said another obstacle to regional cooperation was 
related to finances and sovereignty. 

"Many countries either don't have the money or don't 
want to relinquish national control," he said. 

Smaller countries are concerned that states who would 
contribute more to the system such as Saudi Arabia and the 
UAE would have more control over it. 

Despite a closing of ranks during the 1990-91 crisis over 
Iraq's invasion of Kuwait, Gulf states belonging to the Saudi-

dominated GCC have tended to guard their sovereignty 
jealously. Long-running border disputes have slowed security 
coordination. 

"The GCC is overall a fractious organization. They 
weren't able to agree on a common currency and it's rare they 
have real consensus among themselves," Robert Jordan, the 
U.S. ambassador to Riyadh from 2001-03, told Reuters. 

"The Saudis are viewed by the others as the 800lb gorilla 
in the region and are perceived to throw their weight about." 

Any pan-Gulf defense shield would have to be supervised 
by the Americans, which makes some countries, especially 
Saudi Arabia, have seconds thoughts about taking part, a Gulf-
based diplomat said. 

"The Americans want the system for their own reasons 
and defense assessment, but yet they want the Gulf to pay for 
it and host it," he said. 

The missile defense buildup in the Gulf began under 
former U.S. President George W. Bush and accelerated under 
President Barack Obama, whose administration introduced 
tougher sanctions against Iran. 

A shared early warning system could be integrated with 
U.S. Navy cruisers and destroyers equipped with the Aegis 
ballistic missile defense system in offshore waters. 

The Gulf states have individually acquired some 
advanced defense systems, including the latest versions of the 
Patriot Air and Missile Defense System. UAE has spent 
billions in recent years to protect its cities and oil installations 
against missile attacks. 

The latest deal was signed in December with Lockheed 
Martin Corp for a $3.6 billion Theater High Altitude Area 
Defense (THAAD) - the only system designed to destroy 
short- and intermediate-range ballistic missiles both inside and 
outside the Earth's atmosphere. 

A company official told Reuters he expected other Gulf 
states to buy the THAAD as a result of tensions with Iran. 

Besides Lockheed Martin, the biggest U.S. missile 
defense contractors include Boeing Co, Raytheon Co and 
Northrop Grumman Corp. Even without a central command 
system, much of the Gulf would be covered within a few years 
with the deployment of new systems in the region. 
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14. Military To Hold Olympic Security Drill 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 30 APR 12) 

LONDON — Britain is to rehearse its security measures 
for the Olympic Games this week in a military exercise 
involving warships, fast jets, helicopters and dummy missiles, 
the Ministry of Defence said Monday. 

Exercise Olympic Guardian, a land, sea and air drill, will 
take place in three phases from May 2-10 -- the first on the 
south coast, the second in London's airspace and the final 
phase on the River Thames. 

"This exercise is about pushing our people and our 
systems to the limit to ensure that we are ready for the 
challenge," Defence Secretary Philip Hammond said in a 
statement. 

He added that the public exercise should "have a 
secondary effect of reassuring the British people that 
everything possible is being done to ensure this will be a safe 
and secure Olympic and Paralympic Games." 

Eurofighter Typhoon jets will fly over London and its 
commuter belt, along with navy and air force helicopters, 
while dummy missiles will be deployed to six sites, including 
two apartment blocks. 

The six sites are all potentially being considered for the 
siting of missile systems during the Games. 

Surface-to-air missiles have been deployed at Olympic 
Games since Atlanta in 1996. 

Amphibious assault ship HMS Ocean will berth at 
Greenwich in south London along with Royal Navy Lynx 
helicopters, while Navy flagship HMS Bulwark and "other 
maritime assets" will be at Weymouth Bay and Portland 
Harbour on the south coast, the ministry said. 

Weymouth will host yachting events during the Olympics. 
A security force of more than 40,000 people, backed by a 

huge intelligence operation, is to guard the Games -- which 
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start on July 27 -- at a cost of £553 million ($877 million, 662 
million euros). 

Some 13,500 of the security personnel will be from the 
Ministry of Defence and armed forces, working alongside 
12,000 police and more than 16,000 private security guards 
and unpaid volunteers. 

Security chiefs are believed to be preparing for a range of 
threats including a "lone wolf" terrorist, riots or cyber-attacks. 

In February thousands of emergency personnel held a 
two-day exercise simulating a terror attack on the 
Underground train network during the Olympics. 
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PERSONNEL: 
15. First Lady Applauds Veterans At Warrior Games 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 30 APR 12) ... Rema Rahman 

COLORADO SPRINGS, Colo. — First Lady Michelle 
Obama on Monday applauded more than 200 U.S. servicemen 
for their courage as she helped open the 2012 Warrior Games, 
a six-day sports competition for wounded soldiers and 
veterans in Colorado Springs. 

The U.S. Olympic Committee is hosting the third annual 
games, featuring active-duty soldiers and veterans in 
competitions ranging from swimming to shooting to track and 
field. Most events will be held at the U.S. Olympic Training 
Center, and for the first time, the British armed forces sent an 
18-member contingent. 

Mrs. Obama told the athletes that they are an inspiration 
for all Americans. 

“Every competitor here has faced adversity that most of 
us can never imagine,” she said. “No matter how seriously you 
are injured, no matter what obstacles or setbacks you face, you 
just keep moving forward. 

“You just keep pushing yourselves to succeed in ways 
that just mystify and leave us all in awe,” she said. 

Mrs. Obama has taken a special interest in the welfare of 
war veterans and their families. Along with Vice President Joe 
Biden’s wife, Jill Biden, Mrs. Obama recently marked the 
anniversary of their own campaign, Joining Forces, which 
aims to help veterans and their families, especially with 
getting jobs. 

“I want you to know that America does have your back,” 
Mrs. Obama said. 

She was joined by Army Gen. Martin Dempsey, chairman 
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, and U.S. Olympic Committee 
chairman Scott Blackmun. 

Track and field competitor Ivan Castro — blinded by a 
2006 mortar attack near Baghdad — welcomed the first lady’s 
appearance. 

“It goes to show that from the top down, everybody is 
involved with our service members,” said Castro, an Army 
special forces captain stationed at Fort Bragg, N.C. 

Mrs. Obama also met Monday with volunteers for 
President Obama’s re-election campaign. Colorado, along 
with Arizona, where she was traveling later Monday, are key 
states in the presidential election. 

Retired Army 1st Lt. Melissa Stockwell and Capt. Simon 
Maxwell of the British Royal Marines served as torch bearers 
at the games’ opening ceremony. 

Stockwell was awarded a Bronze Star and a Purple Heart 
after she lost her left leg in a 2004 roadside bombing in 
Baghdad. A triathlete, she is a Paralympian who swam at the 
Beijing games in 2008. 

“It’s become a way of life,” Stockwell said. “It makes me 
feel whole again.” 

Maxwell was wounded by an improvised explosive 
device while on patrol in Helmand Province in Afghanistan. 

Castro, the army captain, said that developing a physical 
routine was the only way he could end a 15-pill prescription 
he took three times a day. His injuries were so bad he first had 
to learn how to walk again. 

A year after the mortar attack, Castro completed his first 
marathon — holding a piece of string tied to a guide who ran 
alongside him. 

The Warrior Games are one way service members can 
support each other, said Castro, who wears a black and silver 
bracelet with the names of two soldiers from his unit who 
perished in the mortar attack. 

“There may be some trash talking,” he said. “At the end 
of the day, we’re all here for one mission, and that’s to push 
each other along and to motivate and inspire.” 
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16. Bill Would Lift Traumatic Injury Insurance Cap 
(NAVY TIMES 30 APR 12) ... Rick Maze 

A California lawmaker wants to raise the current 
$100,000 cap lifted on traumatic injury insurance payments, 
saying that is not enough compensation for some catastrophic 
wounds. 

Rep. Joe Baca, D-Calif., an Army veteran and six-term 
member of Congress, proposes removing the cap on Traumatic 
Servicemembers’ Group Life Insurance, known as TSGLI, 
allowing rates to be increased when justified by injuries. 

“Right now, more service members are surviving severe 
injuries than ever before. While this is welcome news, the 
seriousness of these injuries can place a difficult financial 

burden on our wounded heroes and their loved ones,” Baca 
said. 

Created in 2005, the insurance was designed to cover 
immediate financial needs for service members suffering 
severe, life-changing injuries. 

The one-time payments range from $25,000 to $100,000, 
depending on the severity of the injury, but the total payment 
may not exceed $100,000 for multiple injuries from a single 
traumatic event. For example, someone suffering permanent 
and total hearing loss in both ears qualifies for a $100,000 
payment. If they also suffered the loss of a limb, which would 
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result in a $50,000 payment, they would not get additional 
money because of the cap. 

Baca’s bill, HR 4978, was referred to the House Veterans’ 
Affairs Committee for consideration because TSGLI is 
overseen by the Veterans Affairs Department. 
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17. DoD Can Help Troops Get Civilian Credentials, Board Says 
Planned initiative could reduce unemployment among veterans 
(NAVY TIMES 07 MAY 12) ... Andrew Tilghman 

An Air Force B-2 Spirit pilot can fly across oceans 
carrying nuclear payloads, but he will need to apply for a 
civilian pilot's license before he can get a job shuttling 
businessmen from New York to Washington, D.C. 

A Navy corpsman can treat mortally wounded Marines on 
the battlefield, but he would need a new certification to be a 
civilian paramedic in California. 

An Army motor transport operator can drive a 5-ton truck 
through the mountains of Afghanistan, but tie will need a 
state-issued commercial driver's license before he can make a 
living as a truck driver back home. 

An influential Pentagon advisory group wants to close the 
gap between military careers and civilian credentials. The 
Defense Business Board is recommending that the military 
fast track a new initiative that would provide troops with 
civilian licensing and credentialing at the same time they 
obtain their military training. 

It's an effort to reduce unemployment, which has been 
higher for veterans than for their civilian counterparts for most 
of the past several years. Veterans who have served since 2001 
suffered an unemployment rate of 12.1 percent in 2011, 
compared to an overall U.S. unemployment rate of 8.3 
percent, according to a government report released in March. 

The Defense Department spent more than $900 million on 
unemployment payments to veterans who have recently 
separated and are unable to find work, roughly double the 

amount paid out in 2007, according to data provided by the 
Defense Business Board. 

About 200,000 troops separate and transition into the 
civilian job market each year. In some cases, troops have to 
wait and remain unemployed for months until they can obtain 
the credentials needed to put their military training to work in 
the civilian economy, according to a report from the board. 

Specifically, the board said the Pentagon should create a 
force-wide credentialing program similar to the Navy program 
known as Credentialing Opportunities Online, or COOL. That 
program helps Sailors identify the types of civilian credentials 
they might need to find jobs using their skills and training 
outside the military. 

In many cases, military training requirements exceed 
those for civilian credentialing, so no major changes in 
military education are required, the board said. 

Changes could include persuading some government 
agencies to automatically grant civilian credentials based on 
existing military training, or requiring service members to take 
the civilian tests for credentials as one component of their 
military training. An expanded credentialing program has 
widespread support on Capitol Hill and from many top 
defense officials. It marks a major cultural shift for the 
military, which once held the view that making it easier for 
troops to get out would reduce retention and hurt the military. 
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18. ASD Misawa Receives Supply Blue "E" Award 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 01 MAY 12) ... Senior Chief Mass Communication Specialist Daniel Sanford, Naval Air Facility Misawa 
Public Affairs 

MISAWA, Japan -- Aviation Support Division (ASD) 
Misawa was officially awarded the 2011 Ashore Navy Supply 
Blue "E" Award for Supply Excellence, April 30. 

Commander, Patrol and Reconnaissance Force 5th/7th 
Fleet Rear Adm. Matthew Carter was on hand to present the 
award to ASD Misawa personnel and congratulated them for 
their outstanding effort. 

"An award like this takes a team effort," said Carter. "And 
should all be very proud for achieving this impressive feat." 

The Blue "E" is awarded to supply departments that 
demonstrate excellent quality and efficiency, as judged by a 
comprehensive, multiple-day Supply Management Inspection 
(SMI). ASD Misawa scored a cumulative 97.3 percent, which 
easily qualified for the award. 

Additionally, the command also had to continually meet 
standards of excellence with monthly Type Commander Pulse 
Points, a comprehensive Supply Department Training 
Program, and Continued Process Improvement projects. 

"The key to achieving the 'E' is details," said Senior Chief 
Logistics Specialist Christopher Burn, ASD Misawa leading 
chief petty officer. "Maintaining 100 percent validity and 

ensuring that all records are filed and processed correctly is 
tantamount to success." 

Earning the award was especially challenging for various 
reasons, but ASD Misawa was able to pull it off with a little 
help from a their "friends." 

"It takes the entire team to make this happen," said Burns. 
"Our brothers at Aircraft Intermediate Maintenance 
Detachment (AIMD) Misawa provided a helping hand and 
sent four of their guys over TAD (Temporary Assigned 
Duty)." 

Of note is the sheer scope of the job that ASD Misawa 
undertakes. Not only do they support the deployed P-3 
squadron in Misawa, but they are also responsible for 
squadrons around the world. 

"A lot of people think we just support the aircraft on the 
flight line here, but we also support all the P-3 aircraft in 
Kadena Air Base in Japan, as well as P-3s that are operating in 
Bahrain and Qatar," said Warrant Officer Clive Dixon, ASD 
Misawa officer in charge. "We also have squadrons on 
detachment in the Philippines and Thailand, not to mention 
that we provide support to the Fleet Repair Center in Atsugi, 
Japan. 
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"So when we talk about meeting issue-effectiveness, it 
can be very challenging to support customers that are not even 
in the same geographical location as you are," said Dixon. 
"The real challenge for us is to meet our customers' needs who 
may be more than 7,000 miles away." 

Despite the unique logistics involved in making sure 
aircraft operating halfway around the world remain up and 
running, ASD Misawa personnel excelled under the challenge. 

"Everyone played their role and stepped up to the plate," 
said Dixon. "With the support of Naval Supply Fleet Logistics 
Center Site Misawa and AIMD Misawa, our guys were really 
able to do awesome work." 

And the culmination of that work comes in the form of a 
large blue "E" that now adorns the wall of ASD Misawa. 

"Hey, the 'E' stands for excellence," said Burns. "You 
can't argue with that." 
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19. Flags To Be Flown Half-Staff For Fallen San Diego-Based Sailor 
(KPBS SAN DIEGO 30 APR 12) ... Beth Ford Roth 

San Diego-based Navy Lt. Christopher E. Mosko, who 
was killed in Afghanistan on April 26, will be honored in New 
York state this week. Governor Andrew Cuomo ordered flags 
on all state buildings to be flown at half-staff this upcoming 
Wednesday, according to CBS New York. Mosko and his 
family lived in Pittsford, New York for several years. 

Governor Cuomo said: 
“I join with all New Yorkers in mourning the loss of 

Lieutenant Mosko. We will be forever grateful for the service 
and sacrifice of this New Yorker. I send my deepest 
sympathies to his family, friends, and fellow Sailors." 

The Department of Defense announced Mosko, 28, was 
killed while conducting combat operations in Nawa district, 
Ghazni province, Afghanistan. 

Mosko was assigned as a Navy Explosive Ordnance 
Disposal (EOD) Platoon Commander to Combined Joint 
Special Operations Task Force, Afghanistan. Mosko was 
stationed at EOD Mobile Unit 3, homeported at Naval Base 
Coronado. 

Lt. Mosko was born in Philadelphia, lived for several 
years in Wisconsin and New York, and graduated from 
Philly's Drexel University, according to WTAQ.com. 

Mosko attended Eau Claire Memorial High School, where 
he was a star athlete. Wisconsin television station WEAU 13 
News talked to folks who remember Mosko not just as a 
stellar athlete, but a stellar human being. 
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20. Navy Announces Amphib Force 7th Fleet Change Of Command 
(STARS AND STRIPES 01 MAY 12) 

SASEBO NAVAL BASE, Japan — Rear Adm. Jeffrey A. 
Harley will replace Rear Adm.J. Scott Jones as commander 
Amphibious Force 7th Fleet, according to a Defense 
Department news release. 

Also known as CTF-76 and Expeditionary Strike Group 
Seven, the fleet is responsible for all humanitarian and 
combat-related amphibious operations in the U.S. Navy’s 7th 
Fleet area of operations, according to the fleet website. 

During Jones’ 14-month tenure, the fleet took part in the 
humanitarian relief efforts following the March 11 earthquake 
and tsunami in Japan. 

Harley, who will take over in the next couple of months, 
is currently serving as deputy director of plans and policy, 

J5B, U.S. Central Command, MacDill Air Force Base, Fla. 
Prior to that, he served as director of the White House 
Situation Room, his Navy biography states. 

His career also includes tours in anti-submarine warfare, 
engineering and fleet scheduler for the commander in chief, 
U.S. Pacific Fleet, the biography states. 

Amphibious forces in the region include the 7th Fleet’s 
command and control ship USS Blue Ridge from Yokosuka, 
Amphibious Squadron 11, which includes the Sasebo-based 
USS Bonhomme Richard and USS Germantown, as well as 
Sasebo’s Mine Countermeasure Squadron 7. It also includes 
embarked Marines from the 31st Marine Expeditionary Unit 
out of Okinawa. 
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21. SEALs Reach Out To Increase Diversity 
(NAVY TIMES 30 APR 12) ... Gidget Fuentes 

SAN DIEGO — The Navy’s special warfare community 
has grown in size over the past few years but still remains 
overwhelmingly white. It’s a statistic officials are working 
hard to change. 

Today’s force of SEALs and SWCCs, or special warfare 
combatant-craft crewmen, is roughly 85 percent white, 
according to Naval Special Warfare Command in Coronado, 
Calif. That’s much higher than the Navy overall — which in 
2010 was about 64 percent white, according to the Defense 
Manpower Data Center — and is also out of whack with the 
cultural environments in which today’s SEALs operate. 

That gap remains despite concerted efforts by Naval 
Special Warfare Command to seek more minority candidates 
and expand its overall recruiting pitch to get more SEALs and 

SWCCs to fill the larger force mandated by Congress. But as 
the community grew in size, the command also beefed up 
standards and requirements during the 26-week SEAL 
Qualification Training, causing graduation rates to drop across 
all ethnicities. 

“Where we stand today is, we have more work to do,” 
said Capt. Duncan Smith, a SEAL who heads Naval Special 
Warfare Command’s recruiting directorate. 

“We absolutely have a need for operational diversity. For 
us to train with our special operations partner nations, our 
mission is more easily accomplished if we have people with 
the cultural and racial identities that allow us to create lasting 
relationships to better understand our partner forces,” Smith 
said. 
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But recent years’ efforts, which included tailoring 
marketing to minorities and reaching out to historically black 
colleges and universities, fell flat in attracting more minorities 
to the Basic Underwater Demolition/SEAL course and follow-
on SQT. 

So the command is casting the net wide again, getting 
outside help to market to minority populations and taking a 
more coherent look at targeting communities with potential 
minority candidates — not just blacks. 

A recent directive from Rear Adm. Sean Pybus, head of 
Naval Special Warfare Command, expanded the range of 
targeted minorities to young men of Asian and Arab descent, 
as well as Hispanics. 

“We are moving the needle, but it is a slow process. It 
takes time,” Smith said. 

Recent efforts to reach more blacks helped to better 
understand the community, he said. 

“We have really learned or developed a template that 
allows us to better understand ... a culture that we may not 
have been heavily engaged in,” he said. “So we built a road 
map on how to build trust ... and respect in the minority 
communities.” 

Don’t expect to see quotas, however. 
“We have no numeric goal for diversity. This is not a 

quota-based operation,” Smith said. “This is really just 
wanting to make progress and to better prepare our force to 
conduct overseas operations.” 

And the command won’t ease its tough standards to 
become a SEAL or SWCC. “We are trying to become more 
diverse, but our standards have never been compromised,” he 
said, “and will not be compromised.” 

Outreach And Education 
Officials are reaching out to parents, teachers, coaches 

and other “influencers” to get their message to young men — 
even those still in middle or high school — that naval special 
warfare is an exciting place of opportunity, regardless of their 
upbringing, experiences or ethnic or racial background. “We 
as the SEAL team have probably not been as successful as we 
should be in communicating that there is a direct and very 
positive impact on success later in life by having served as a 
SEAL,” Smith said. 

“A lot of the diverse or minority communities that we 
address really view military service and education as two 

different worlds, as being mutually exclusive.” he said. “The 
opposite is true.” 

With combat and global operations keeping spec ops 
forces deployed and in demand, the Navy doesn’t have enough 
SEALs and SWCCs — especially minorities — to send to 
recruiting districts and scout neighborhoods, schools, sports 
teams and urban areas. Contractors will help with outreach, 
and the latest push will concentrate on many minority 
neighborhoods, said Scott Williams, a command spokesman. 

Recruiting and marketing efforts are being stepped up in 
San Diego and Norfolk, Va., where SEALs and SWCCs have 
joined in local swim programs geared toward children and 
young adults, as well as in Detroit and Dearborn, Mich., home 
to large concentrations of blacks and Arab-Americans. The 
swim programs provide community service and show that 
swimming skills can be taught to those who never swam in a 
pool or in the ocean. 

“The swim component of SEAL training and SWCC 
training across all cultures is one that is a dividing factor,” 
Smith said, noting those unfamiliar with swimming have the 
toughest time passing the physical screening test. “We’ve 
gotten them to increase their performance well beyond our 
entry standards. 

“Our real mission is to make sure the SEAL/SWCC 
opportunity is open to anyone,” Smith said. “You just have to 
have the mental toughness to decide that is what you want to 
do.” 

This year, the command also extended its reach by 
participating in nine of the NFL’s regional scouting combines, 
where prospective players show off their skills. 

“As it turns out, what got you here, with your opportunity 
with the NFL, is a lot about what makes the SEAL program 
successful,” Pybus told one group at a session supported by 
members of Naval Special Warfare Group 2. Several SEALs 
joined in the visits, meeting athletes and sharing their stories, 
including a SEAL lieutenant who had played college football 
before enlisting in the Navy. 

Nearly 100 of the 1,900 athletes, about 80 percent of 
whom were minorities, asked for more information about 
naval special warfare or becoming a SEAL, Smith said, 
adding, “that is a pool of 100 young talented men. That right 
there is success for us.” 
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FORCE STRUCTURE / PROGRAMS: 
22. USN's LCS Still Getting Its Sea Legs 
(DEFENSE NEWS 30 APR 12) ... Christopher Cavas 

When the Independence, the second of the U.S. Navy's 
littoral combat ships (LCSs), arrives May 2 at its new 
homeport of San Diego, it will join for the first time its 
predecessor, Freedom. After nearly a decade in development, 
the Navy will have a chance, at least for a few months, to 
operate both types of U.S. vessels together and gain a better 
sense of their relative capabilities. 

With another 22 WS hulls under construction or under 
contract, it will be several years before the ships conduct 
regular operations, but the Navy continues to refine the type's 
concept of operations. Once conceived as a ship that would 

operate only in concert with others, the LCS is also envisioned 
as capable of operating on its own. 

"It's going to operate independently all the time," Bob 
Work, undersecretary of the Navy, said during an April 23 
interview. "It's going to operate on theater security missions, 
operating in the [Arabian] Gulf routinely. In every single 
instance will it be tinder [the protection of] an air shotgun'? 
No, it won't. 

"It will operate independently in peacetime, and in some 
cases independently in wartime in the missions it's designed to 
do," Work added. "Where there is a very high threat, it will be 
operated as part of a broader battle network." 
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The first LCS deployments will be to Singapore. Freedom 
is preparing for a planned 10-month proof of concept cruise 
next spring to the Asian city-state, which has offered to 
regularly host four LCSs. But the Navy also envisions 
forward-basing the ships in Bahrain and Japan. 

"The counter-swarm boat and the counter-mine 
[missions], that's right in the LCS wheelhouse in the gulf," 

Work said. "That's where they'll live and operate all the 
time, and why we have plans to get the LCSs based in Bahrain 
over time." 

Work bristled at criticisms that the ships are not true 
combat ships, and unable to defeat larger ships. "The LCS is a 
warship, it is designed to go in harm's way," he said. "We 
expect it to fight and fight smartly. It is designed first for three 
things. To kick ass against small boats. Not frigates, not 
cruisers. To overawe and dominate in a small-boat fight." 

But larger targets could be added to the ship's portfolio. 
"Everyone is saying it can't go up against a frigate," Work 

said. "Well, it wasn't designed for that, but it's got the margins 
to do so." 

The service already is considering improvements to the 
vessels' armament and combat systems. 

"We're building, I guess what we would call Flight. 0-plus 
ships," Work said. "Flight II vessels might have more weapons 
on them, we don't know. That will be a decision we're going to 
he making here soon. 

"But adding Harpoon [surface-to-surface missiles] or a 
different missile system to the vessel wouldn't be all that hard. 

Adding the Evolved Sea Sparrow Missile would be more of a 
modification, but the ship has the margin to do so," he added. 

The undersecretary acknowledged that LCS critics often 
simply don't like the concept and prefer to see a more 
traditional warship. 

"I believe a lot of the people want to see a frigate. They 
look at, the LCS and don't see a frigate, so they think it's bad. 
It's not a gunboat that can go into green and brown water and 
fight it out with sampans. 

"That's not the ship we need," Work said. "We need a 
self-deployable, small, battle network combatant that is a 
multi-role vessel we can morph into anything we want. And 
having the margin to do so is a tremendous asset." 

The Navy is evaluating crewing levels for the ships, 
which were designed for small core crews of 40, augmented 
by 25 Sailors assigned to the mission module and aviation 
detachments. Although Freedom and Independence operate 
wider a traditional dual-crew setup, as more ships come into 
service, a switch will be made to rotational crews, 

"Based on the experience with the [2010] deployment of 
the Freedom, we know that the crew is too small to go on a 
six-month deployment," Work said. "They're exhausted at the 
end of four months. So those ships will go out for four months 
at a time. So three crews, two hulls, one forward all the time. " 

The concepts will continue to he reviewed (luring 
Freedom's Singapore cruise. "The thing we need to know is ... 
did we underestimate the basic core crew'? How do we supply 
the ships when they're deployed?" Work asked. "We're 
thinking of innovative ways to base and operate them." 
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23. Senators Call For Audit Of Littoral Ship Program 
(DEFENSE DAILY 01 MAY 12) ... Emelie Rutherford 

The heads of a Senate panel called on government 
auditors yesterday to review the Littoral Combat Ship (LCS) 
program because of concerns regarding the cost, schedule, and 
performance of the sea frames and mission modules. 

Sen. John McCain (R-Ariz.) announced yesterday that he 
and Sen. Carl Levin (D-Mich.) requested the investigation by 
the Government Accountability Office (GAO), saying he 
"remain(s) skeptical" about the Navy shipbuilding program he 
has monitored for years. The Navy changed its acquisition 
plan for the LCS program two years ago. It dropped plans to 
buy 10 LCSs from either Lockheed Martin-Marinette Marine, 
which built USS Freedom (LCS-1), or Austal USA, which 
partnered with General Dynamics on LCS-2, and decided to 
buy 10 copies of each design. 

The Navy is committed to making the LCS program a 
success and is confident it is on the right path, a Navy 
spokesman said yesterday when asked about the request for 
the GAO review. 

McCain and Levin, the ranking member and chairman of 
the Senate Armed Services Committee (SASC), told the GAO 
in a letter that even though the cost of building the seaframes 
appears to be stabilizing, they believe "continuing oversight of 
this program's cost, schedule and performance remains 
warranted." 

"With this mind, we ask you to please examine: (1) how 
executable are the current fixed price contracts to build each 
of the variants under the dual-award block buy strategy; and 
(2) how likely is the program to demonstrate desired combined 

combat capability to justify buying 20 more seaframes under 
this strategy," they said in an April 27 missive to Comptroller 
Gene Dodaro at the GAO. 

The SASC leaders also raised concerns about the plug-
and-play mission modules the Navy is developing for the 
seaframes, which are intended to outfit the ships for mine 
countermeasures, anti-surface warfare, and anti-submarine 
warfare. Levin and McCain said the mission-module program-
-which is nearing a so-called Milestone B decision on entering 
the Engineering and Manufacturing Development Phase--has 
"demonstrated instability." 

"Specifically, the configuration and design of some of the 
modules are still to be determined in testing, as the Navy has 
dropped some sensors, vehicles, and weapons that the Navy 
previously planned to include in the modules because they did 
not demonstrate the required capability or were too costly," 
they said. 

The senators added that "despite recent performance that 
would indicate improved adherence to contract production 
schedules," the program experienced schedule delays and cost 
growth earlier on. 

"If the Navy were to experience new delays or cost 
increases in the LCS program, such problems could ripple 
through the Navy investment and operating programs," 
warned the senators, whose panel soon will craft their version 
of the fiscal year 2003 defense authorization bill. 

Levin and McCain thus asked the GAO to "examine the 
Navy's efforts to procure the LCS seaframes and its mission 
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modules" by assessing nine specific issues. Those matters 
include the extent to which design changes spurred by 
structural deficiencies in the lead ships have been integrated 
into the follow-on ships' designs; how well the mission 
module and seaframe programs are aligned; and how 
executable the acquisition strategy, technology-development 
strategy, acquisition plan, and systems-engineering plan for 
both the seaframe and mission-module programs are. 

McCain said in a statement yesterday the Navy has 
successfully addressed structural and survivability issues with 
the LCS since he raised concerns about them last year. 

He said that while he remains "concerned about whether 
the Navy will be able to execute its overall plan to build the 
remaining seaframes at planned costs," he believes "the issue 
associated with the program that will require the closest 
scrutiny relates to the mission modules--the successful 

development and integration of which is vital for these ships 
to become fully combat-capable." 

Navy spokesman Lt. Myers Vasquez, when asked about 
Levin and McCain's request to the GAO, said it would be 
"inappropriate to comment on correspondence between 
members of Congress and other government agencies." 

"The LCS program is vital to the future of our Navy and 
we are committed to its success," Vasquez added. "We are 
confident that we are on a path of success in the LCS program 
and that it will provide our Navy the war fighting capabilities 
we need." 

The LCS program continually has been dogged by bad 
press, including last week when the Project on Government 
Oversight released a report on structural problems with USS 
Freedom . The Navy, though, said the issues raised in the 
report are old ones that it has addressed. 
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24. Panetta Talks F-35 With Italian Counterpart 
(DEFENSE DAILY 01 MAY 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

Defense Secretary Leon Panetta assured his Italian 
counterpart, Giampaolo Di Paola, that the United States 
remains committed to the F-35 Joint Strike Fighter during a 
meeting yesterday at the Pentagon, a spokesman said. 

Panetta's meeting with Di Paola came amid rising 
concerns over the program's cost overruns and delays, and as 
some nations, facing budget woes, are rethinking the number 
of planes they intend to purchase.The Italian government 
reportedly said recently it planned to lower its buy from 130 
F-35s to about 90. 

"Secretary Panetta reiterated the United States 
commitment to developing the Joint Strike Fighter and the 
technology advancements both nations will receive as a result 
of fielding this 5th generation fighter," 

Pentagon spokesman George Little said in a statement 
following the meeting. 

Reduced buys domestically and internationally have 
sparked worries the plane's unit cost will only increase. In 

outlining its fiscal 2013 budget request recently, the Pentagon 
said it was restructuring the program for the third time and 
would scale back buys of the aircraft to give it more time to 
mature, reduce concurrency costs and save about $15 billion 
over the next five years. The Pentagon now plans to buy 13 
fewer F-35s in the next fiscal year and 179 less than planned 
over the five-year period through fiscal 2017. 

Italy, the United Kingdom, the Netherlands, Turkey, 
Canada, Australia, Denmark and Norway have partnered with 
the United States in the development of the F-35. The 
Netherlands has reportedly also signaled it will buy the 
Lockheed Martin -built F-35s in smaller numbers than 
envisioned. 

Japan in December announced it would buy 42 F-35s as 
its next generation fighter, but has also warned it would 
reconsider those plans if costs were not controlled. 
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25. Italian Defense Minister To U.S.: Respect MEADS Commitment 
(DEFENSE NEWS 30 APR 12) ... Kate Brannen 

Italian Defense Minister Adm. Giampaolo Di Paola said 
the United States should respect the commitment it made to a 
tri-national missile defense program it began several years ago 
with Italy and Germany. 

If the United States walked away from the Medium 
Extended Air Defense System (MEADS) now, it would leave 
its two allies, who have made substantial financial 
investments, with their hands tied, Di Paola said, speaking 
April 30 at the Center for Strategic and International Studies 
in Washington. 

“There was a commitment, which has been taken by the 
three sides together, and each one of the sides should respect 
that commitment,” Di Paola said. 

“We are asking the United States to respect its 
commitment and we will respect ours.” 

MEADS was originally designed to replace the Patriot 
systems in the United States and Germany and the Nike 
Hercules system in Italy. 

In February 2011, the Pentagon announced that it had 
decided not to purchase and field the missile defense system, 
but that it would finish out the design and development 
(D&D) phase of the program under the current memorandum 
of understanding. 

To complete the D&D phase of the program, the United 
States would need to pay roughly $804 million between 2011 
and 2013. 

The Pentagon’s plan hit a roadblock in Congress, where 
lawmakers are less than thrilled to make such a large 
investment in a system the United States does not intend to 
buy. 

According to the Pentagon, the United States has already 
spent $1.5 billion on the program. 

While the 2013 defense authorization bill is still in its 
very early stages, Republican lawmakers in the House have 
already included language that would prohibit the Pentagon 
from spending any money on MEADS in 2013. 
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The program is managed by NATO, while Lockheed 
Martin leads MEADS International, the industry team 
developing the system for the three countries. 

Di Paola said he understands that from a U.S. perspective, 
MEADS is just one of several systems. 

However, the United States should respect that Germany 
and Italy have made sizable contributions to the program for 
European standards, he said. 

It is especially important for the United States not to walk 
away from the program early, because MEADS will be part of 
the European contribution to missile defense, Di Paola said. 

The Italian defense minister said he hopes the United 
States sees the program through the end of its concept phase. 

“At that point, you will be free and we, the European 
partners, can decide whether to go forward,” Di Paola said. 
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26. Larger, Faster Fire Scout Variant Could Debut In '13 
(NAVY TIMES 07 MAY 12) ... Joshua Stewart 

The MQ-8B Fire Scout's big brother is on the way. The 
Navy agreed to buy eight of the unmanned helicopters from 
Northrop Grumman in a deal finalized April 23. 

The beefed up MQ-8C is slightly larger than the original 
Fire Scout — with a bigger, heavier engine — and it is faster 
and has greater endurance. The C variant can stay aloft for 15 
hours and fly up to 140 knots, compared with eight hours and 
115 knots for the B variant. 

The Navy plans to send the MQ-8C and its enhanced 
capabilities to U.S. Special Operations Command and U.S. 
Africa Command. 

While the airframes have different capabilities, the B and 
C variants are about 95 percent compatible, Navy officials 
said. 

Operators, however, will need training specific to the 
variant they are flying, a Northrop Grumman official said. 

"There will be some differences in training, but it will be 
extremely minor," said Steve Berroth, MQ-8C program 
manager for Northrop Grumman. 

The 26-month contract will cost the government $262 
million. The first two of the eight aircraft purchased will be 
used for testing. Eventually, the Navy hopes to have 28 MQ-
8Cs in its inventory. 
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27. ONR-Sponsored Flexrotor Program Takes Off For Next Phase 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 30 APR 12) ... Katherine H. Crawford, Office of Naval Research Public Affairs 

ARLINGTON -- The Office of Naval Research (ONR)-
sponsored Flexrotor vertical takeoff and landing unmanned 
aerial vehicle (UAV) enters the next development phase in 
delivering improved maritime surveillance capability, April 
30. 

The contract is awarded for the flight controls component. 
During this phase, Aerovel Corp. will advance Flexrotor's 
capability with an upgraded propulsion system to transition 
from vertical to cruising flight, and to land in crosswinds and 
high winds. The aircraft's first major milestone was in August 
2011, when it successfully transitioned from horizontal to 
vertical flight and back again. 

The small UAV features a unique design. It has an 
oversized propeller with helicopter-like controls for vertical 
takeoff and landing, and the wings of a conventional aircraft. 
The goal is that it will take off vertically, cruise efficiently 
horizontally and then land vertically. 

"With Flexrotor, the two biggest benefits to Sailors and 
Marines would be the ability to do extended maritime 
surveillance from a ship, and to do so with a small footprint," 
said John Kinzer, ONR program officer for Air Vehicle 
Technology. 

Taking up less than one-half the space needed by other 
UAVs, Flexrotor would give Sailors compact, ship-launched, 
eye-in-the-sky capability. Additionally, it could stay airborne 
for a longer period of time. Thus, Flexrotor could help meet 
the Navy's perpetual need for more and better maritime 
surveillance. 

A vertical takeoff/landing craft requires a complex 
propulsion and flight control system. The propeller needs to be 

big enough to provide sufficient lift to take off vertically, yet 
small enough to be efficient while in horizontal flight. The 
flight controls must provide powerful and precise control in 
vertical takeoffs and landings, and efficient, low-drag control 
in forward flight. Perfecting both the rotor and other flight 
capabilities requires a constant balancing act among power, 
efficiency and weight, and this is what Tadd McGeer, 
Flexrotor's inventor, is working out during phase II. 

Since test flights to date have occurred with light winds, 
Aerovel will begin testing in windy conditions, gradually 
increasing the aircraft's operating envelope. 

Another aspect of the program, sponsored by the Naval 
Air Warfare Center Aircraft Division, is to develop an 
autonomous servicing capability. Aerovel is creating an 
Automatic Servicing Platform that would serve as launch and 
landing pad, as well as maintenance bay. This could be useful 
when deploying the Flexrotor to remote areas, as the aircraft 
could use this all-in-one hub without needing human 
assistance. 

Kinzer said the platform could be beneficial for a special 
operations application of remotely siting a UAV. 

"[The special ops personnel] like the idea of not exposing 
where they are when they need to launch and recover one," 
Kinzer said. "They could put it on a mountaintop somewhere 
and just leave it to do surveillance." 

There are also potential applications to Arctic surveillance 
and weather reporting for the Navy and other organizations, 
such as National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration. 

View Clip (RT: 3:16) 
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BASES / COMMUNITY OUTREACH: 
28. U.S. Navy Surgeon General Visits Metro Area 
(KUSA CBS DENVER 30 APR 12) 

DENVER - Top Navy leaders are in Denver bringing 
awareness about the Navy's humanitarian role both here and 
abroad. 

"They are doing great work all over the world. We not 
only have our main mission which is our combat support 
mission, patrolling the seaways and supporting the current 
war-fighters who are fight against the current conflicts in the 
Middle East. But we are also heavily engaged in rescue efforts 
and disaster relief, when they come up," Navy Surgeon 
General, Vice Admiral Matthew Nathan said. 

Monday, the Navy Surgeon General is speaking at several 
different locations around the Denver area. 

"I have the opportunity to meet with some of your civic 
leaders and some of your emergency-response personnel. I 
will talk to them, share some lessons learned from us as well 
as learn things from them," Nathan said. 

"Denver is a world-class city. People ask me, 'There is no 
shore here in Denver, what's the Navy doing here?' I think 
sometimes people forget that about 50 percent of the goods 
and merchandise that come to Denver come from the sea 
lanes, and over 90 percent of the world trade occurs on the 
sea. The Navy is busy keeping the sea lanes open and keeping. 
We are here to make sure Denver understands the important 

role it plays in supporting the Navy and the Marine Corps," 
Nathan said. 

The U.S. Navy Surgeon General will address Navy 
Medicine's humanitarian assistance and disaster relief efforts 
to Colorado during a presentation at the Ellie Caulkins Opera 
House, April 30 from 7 to 8 p.m. 

The vice admiral's visit is part of the "Navy 50/50" 
program that is sending 50 top Navy uniformed and civilian 
leaders to 50 cities across the United States for three days of 
high-level engagements with corporate executives, civic 
leaders, government officials, educators, non-profit executive 
directors, veterans and the media. 

View Clip (RT: 3:01 
Broadcast Clip - Vice Adm. Matthew Nathan Speaks 

About Navy's 50/50 Program 
(KTVD UHF DENVER 30 APR 12) 
Top Navy leaders are in Colorado today to bring 

awareness to U.S. cities like Denver about how the Navy 
works to help people at home and overseas. I'm pleased to 
have with me today the Navy Surgeon General. Thank you for 
coming in. 

View Clip (RT: 3:06) 
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29. Fleet Week Ships Depart Port 
(SOUTH FLORIDA SUN-SENTINEL 30 APR 12) ... Robert Nolin 

Setting their course into rain-driven winds and choppy 
seas, the six military ships that called Fort Lauderdale home 
for five days departed Port Everglades Monday to scatter off 
to different assignments. 

From 7:30 to 10 Monday morning, the vessels chugged 
off to sea in stately procession. They were the USS Dallas, a 
submarine; the USS DeWert, a frigate; the USS Gettysburg 
and USS San Jacino, both guided missile cruisers; the USS 
Wasp, an amphibious assault ship; and the USCG cutter 
Bernard C. Webber. 

The ships had arrived last Wednesday to take on supplies, 
offload garbage and perform ship maintenance. Of course 
there were also receptions, parties, beach time and shopping 
for the Sailors lucky enough to snatch some shore time. 

There were also numerous community projects. Sailors 
visited sick children, elderly veterans and abuse victims, 
helped with landscaping at the World War II Naval Air Station 
in Fort Lauderdale, and performed some home repair for an 
84-year-old Navy veteran. 

"They had a lot of opportunity to mingle with people and 
enjoy your good food and camaraderie," said Navy 
spokeswoman Suzanne Speight. "The feedback I got was that 
they had a good time." 

Navy, Coast Guard Ships Depart Port Everglades 
Following Fleet Week 

(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 30 APR 12) By Mass 
Communication Specialist 2nd Class (SW) Greg Johnson, 
Commander, Navy Region Southeast Public Affairs 

PORT EVERGLADES, Fla. -- The Navy, Coast Guard 
and Marine Corps completed participation in Fleet Week Port 

Everglades 2012 , as four Navy ships, one submarine and one 
Coast Guard cutter departed April 30 following a five-day 
visit intended bring the military and local civilian 
communities together. 

Throughout the week, Sailors, Marines and 
Coastguardsmen participated in numerous Fleet Week 
community relations events at various locations throughout 
Port Everglades and surrounding areas. According to Broward 
Navy Days Chairperson Mary Anne Gray, this year's event 
was a resounding success. 

"We look forward to this event every year because we 
want to honor our service members," she said. "We get to 
meet great people who serve selflessly every day to keep this 
country safe and we want them to have a great time and show 
them the appreciation they deserve." 

This year's festivities featured a variety of events, 
including 15 community relations projects, ship tours for the 
public, Damage Control Olympics, "Galley Wars," a blood 
drive, a military-civilian fishing tournament, and a military-
civilian five-kilometer run. According to Electrician's Mate 1st 
Class (SS/DV) Chris Duman, who participated in a 
community relations project at Harbordale Elementary School, 
the week was a rewarding experience for those who engaged 
in community service projects. 

"Being able to come out here and spend the time with the 
children of the community has been absolutely great," he said. 
"It's an opportunity for us and the kids to get together and 
learn more about each other. Who knows, maybe today will 
have such an impact on one of these kids and they go on to be 
a great leader in the Navy." 
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Four U.S. Navy ships, a submarine and a U.S. Coast 
Guard cutter participated in Fleet Week Port Everglades 2012, 
an event designed to showcase the investment Americans have 

made in their Navy and increase awareness in cities that do not 
have a significant Navy presence. 
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30. Wasp Sailors Serve Youth With Leadership And Elbow Grease At Fleet Week 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 30 APR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Gretchen Albrecht, USS Wasp Public Affairs 

FORT LAUDERDALE, Fla. -- Service members from 
USS Wasp (LHD 1), Commander, Expeditionary Strike Group 
Two, and Marine Expeditionary Unit 26 embarked aboard 
Wasp, volunteered at Taylor's Closet in Fort Lauderdale, Fla., 
April 28, to help with painting and mentorship during Fleet 
Week Port Everglades. 

According to its web site, Taylor's Closet is a non-profit 
organization whose mission is "to create a community in 
which girls in foster care and girls in need, regardless of their 
race or religion, will be empowered to break the cycle of 
abuse and neglect and live happy, healthy, and productive 
lives, realizing their God given destiny." 

"I think this is an unbelievable experience for our young 
women to meet you all because it will give them a confidence 
and inspire them and unlock dreams they never thought they 
could achieve," said Linda Giambattista, executive director of 
Taylor's Closet. "It is such an honor that you to choose to help 
us and help mentor the young girls here today." 

Rear Adm. Ann Claire Phillips, commander, 
Expeditionary Strike Group Two, volunteered for the event, 
and gave opening remarks thanking all of the volunteers, all 
women, for taking the time to help a great community 
organization. 

"I think it is a great opportunity for young women to meet 
confident women in the Navy and understand how they 
developed that confidence, and to see how they have made a 
difference in their own lives and how they are able to serve 
their country," said Phillips. "It is a great opportunity to 
showcase the capable women we have serving in our Navy 
today." 

To help maintain and spruce up the store, service 
members spent the morning painting furniture, walls and 
baseboards, tasks Giambattista said had been too large to 
tackle alone. 

"We are so thankful the Navy came today to help us with 
some of the bigger chores and tasks," said Giambattista. "You 
are all heroes and we are so blessed you chose to come help us 
today." 

Sailors enjoyed the chance to give back to women in 
need, and took advantage of the opportunity to mentor. 

"I am glad I came today because I love being able to 
mentor young people and have a positive impact on their 
lives," said Yeoman Petty Officer 1st Class Lashondra Taylor. 
"I have had great mentors in my life and I know how 
important they are, so I wanted to do my part and give back to 
those young women here who need that mentorship and 
guidance and show them that there are people who care about 
them and their success." 

Young women involved in Taylor's Closet's in depth 
mentorship program thanked the service members for their 
service and guidance. 

"They have great attitudes and they made me feel great," 
said 14-year-old Nachalye Torres, a Taylor's Closet mentee. "I 
really want to thank them for all of their help today." 

Taylor's closet volunteers treated service members to 
lunch after the work was complete, and sent them off with 
thanks and hugs. 

"We are so thankful to each and every one of you," said 
Giambattista. "You sacrifice so much by serving our country, 
and we appreciate the extra time and mentorship you have 
shown all of us today. Thank you and God bless you all." 
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31. Flag-Raising Kicks Off Erie's Perry 200 Celebration 
(ERIE (PA) TIMES-NEWS 30 APR 12) ... Erica Erwin 

Let the Perry party begin. 
The Perry 200 Commemoration, a two-year celebration of 

the bicentennial of the War of 1812, officially started today 
with a flag-raising ceremony at Erie's Perry Elementary 
School, 955 W. 29th St. 

Participants at Perry and 149 other sites throughout Erie 
and Crawford counties simultaneously raised three flags at 11 
a.m. to start the commemoration: the U.S. flag, a replica of a 
period flag, and a replica of the "Don't Give Up the Ship" 
battle flag that Commodore Oliver Hazard Perry flew during 
the Battle of Lake Erie. 

Erie Maritime Museum re-enactors also fired a cannon 
behind the school for the event, which included remarks by 
Erie Mayor Joe Sinnott and Erie County Executive Barry 
Grossman. 

William Garvey, president of the Jefferson Educational 
Society, the nonprofit that is spearheading the 
commemoration, said he is "greatly proud" of a celebration he 
hopes will ignite civic pride in Erie. 

The society has raised $1.5 million toward the effort, 
including $1.2 million in cash donations and $300,000 in 
contributed services, he said. 

"The community has come together in tough economic 
times like I've never seen," Garvey said. 

The commemoration honors Perry, the building of his 
fleet in Erie and Perry's victory in the Battle of Lake Erie in 
September 1813. It will include concerts, picnics, lectures, 
movies, historical tours and a parade -- more than 30 events in 
all, spread over 18 months. 

Highlights of the event lineup include the War of 1812 
Lecture Series at the Jefferson Educational Society starting 
Tuesday, several concerts and a July Fourth community picnic 
at Liberty Park and bayfront fireworks display. 

View Clip (RT: 1:35) 
Erie's "Perry 200" Celebration Begins 
(WSEE CBS ERIE (PA) 30 APR 12) John Last 
With the raising of three flags, Erie's "Perry 200" 

celebration is officially underway. It's honors Erie's role in the 
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War of 1812 and in the Battle of Lake Erie. It's a battle where 
a young Navy captain named Oliver Hazard Perry, using ships 
built in Erie, miraculously defeated the mighty British. 

"Think about that. 27-years old. You come to the 
wilderness, basically what this was, and you're told, "build a 
fleet, then go out on the lake and beat the British." I mean it's 
mind boggling when you think of it. It's a David and Goliath 
story," said Barry Grossman, Erie County Executive. 

The "Perry 200" committee raised $1.5 million to hold a 
18-month celebration, kicking off with Monday's ceremony at 
Erie's Perry School. 

"Those of us who have been working on it, we have been 
waiting for this day. We're very excited. And we think the 
community is going to be excited, "said Joyce Savocchio, 
Perry 200 Co-Chairperson. 

During the kickoff, the committee announced that the 
celebration will bring events to Erie in a scale that has never 
been seen before. Fireworks will rival those in any big city. 

"They are going to be fired from 4 different places. The 
north and south, the east and the west. That's going to create a 
display that will be equal to Washington and New York," says 
Dr. William Garvey, of the Jefferson Educational Society. The 
Society is the major sponsor of the celebration. 

It also was announced that one of the biggest tall ships 
festivals ever on the Great Lakes will be held. Also, the 
committee will sponsor a huge parade that should attract 
150,000 people. 

"There will be beards and beer. There will be burgers. 
There will be sideburn contests. We want the town to have a 
good time," Garvey said. 

"Perry 200" will also be educational. The students who 
witnessed the flag raising ceremony, as well as many other 
Erie students, will participate in a special curriculum, focusing 
on the War of 1812 and the Battle of Lake Erie. 

Flagship Niagara Fires Cannons To Kickoff Perry 200 
(WICU NBC ERIE 30 APR 12) Paul Wagner 
While flags were being raised at Perry School, another 

key part of today's Perry 200 celebration was unfolding in 
Presque Isle Bay. The Flagship Niagara, the replica of Perry's 
ship in the Battle of Lake Erie, also honored the naval hero. 

The brig slowly moved past Dobbins Landing and fired 
off her cannons in a salute to Commodore Oliver Hazard 
Perry. Clouds of white smoke engulfed the ship each time a 
cannon fired. 

A lot of people with cameras and binoculars were 
watching, eager to be part of the start of the 2 year, Perry 200 
celebration. 

Lou Renze said, "I hope to take a few camera pictures and 
send them to friends from Erie." 

Gary Snyder said, "I'm just here to see a bit of history. I 
lived here my whole life, I've never seen the cannons fired, so 
I thought i would come down and check it out." 

Caleb Pifer of the Flagship Niagara League said, "There 
are few cities that could have the re-enactment we're having 
today. Put-in-Bay would like to have Niagara, but we're the 
only one." 

View Clip (RT: 2:09) 
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32. Hydro-Electric Proposal 
Navy Studying Plan to Re-activate Williams Dam 
(WTHI CBS TERRE HAUTE (IN) 30 APR 12) ... Mike Grant 

WILLIAMS, IND. - With coal mines and utility plants the 
Wabash Valley is no stranger to generating electricity. 

The Navy, though, is looking at a proposal to bring back 
hydro-electric generation to the Wabash Valley. 

A three-year study has found a potential power source just 
outside of the boundaries of the Crane Naval Surface Warfare 
Center. 

For almost a century water on the East Fork of the White 
River has poured over the dam at Williams. 

For the last three years engineers have been looking at the 
potential for generating electricity here and concluded it will 
work. 

"Water flows over that dam everyday," said Joe Erler with 
URS. "That's potential electricity. It's clean, renewable and 
idea was we could re-activate that dam and provide energy to 
the base." 

The idea would be to ship the power from Williams to the 
Crane Naval Warfare Center just 2 miles away. 

"We've taken a look at that," said Commander James 
Michael Stewart with Naval Activity-Crane. "It is still under 

evaluation, but it's something we'd like to look at because it is 
very close to the base and has potential." 

There once was an electric generating station at Williams, 
but the power house was gutted in the 1950's. 

URS officials say there is new technology on the market 
that could make this a very viable project. 

"This is not necessarily next generation, but it's there," 
said Erler. "It meets the clean. It reduces carbon dioxide 
emissions and that's something we should be really focused 
on." 

Something else to focus on, is that by harnessing the 
power of the water at Williams and converting it into 
electricity a fairly small operation holds the potential to 
produce 20 percent of the electricity needed to keep Indiana's 
largest military base running. 

The hydro-electric proposal at Williams Dam comes just 
as the Navy is attempting to cut down on the amount of energy 
it purchases at domestic bases by 50 percent. 

View Clip (RT: 1:59 
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33. USS Nevada Crewmen Share Submarine Adventures With Reno Students, Coach Ault 
(RENO GAZETTE JOURNAL 30 APR 12) ... Guy Clifton 

If it plopped down inside Mackay Stadium, the submarine 
USS Nevada would stretch well beyond the end zones. 

That was just one of the fun facts Commander Alan 
Schrader and five crewmen from the USS Nevada shared with 
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students at Damonte Ranch High School and Hunsberger 
Elementary School on Monday. 

Another is that crew members say the laundry room – not 
the bay holding the Trident or Tomahawk nuclear missiles – is 
the most dangerous room on the ship. 

“That’s where you can have a fire,” said Machinest Mate 
Edmundo Pinedo. 

The Nevada Sailors are on a three-day goodwill trip to the 
state for which their Ohio class nuclear submarine is named. 
They arrived on Sunday, had a luncheon with the local chapter 
of the Navy League and enjoyed a quick trip to Virginia City. 
On Monday, they met with JROTC students at Damonte 
Ranch, with youngsters at Hunsberger (the Nevada’s adopted 
school) and with Nevada football coach Chris Ault, a military 
history buff and ardent fan of the USS Nevada. 

“It was an awesome meeting,” Ault said. “I’ve got a 
display in my office of the USS Nevada, so we took pictures 
in front of that and in front of the (Fremont) Cannon. But most 
of all, it was terrific just meeting the commander and some of 
the Sailors. Here they are doing something for our country 
which is really special. The USS Nevada, it’s the most 
powerful warship in the world. That’s something they take 
great pride in. It’s just neat. I’m fired up. I’m ready to go play 
a game.” 

On Tuesday, the crew will be meeting with a JROTC 
student at Reed High School before heading to Carson City for 
a private meeting with Gov. Brian Sandoval. If time allows, 
they might also visit the battleship USS Nevada display at the 
Nevada State Museum. 

“The purpose of the USS Nevada visit to Reno is to talk 
about all the good things the crew has been doing over the past 
several years and really improve the communication between 
the ship and the people of Nevada,” said Schrader, who 
commands the “Blue Crew” on the Nevada. The submarine’s 
“Gold Crew” has the submarine on a three-month deployment 
now. 

Its location: “That’s top secret,” Schrader said. 
That was the commander’s answer to a number of 

questions asked by the ROTC students at Damonte Ranch, but 
as many unclassified details about the sub and its activities as 
he could fit into an hour-long presentation. 

“I’m awe-inspired,” said Cadet Commander Evan 
Delameter, a senior at Damonte Ranch. “I think the sub guys 
might get a bad rap for being under water all the time. It’s 
really an impressive service. They have a lot of power when 
they’re out there.” 

View Clip (RT: 1:07) 
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34. Navy's New 'Crash Zones' Concern Coronado Officials 
Up To 200 New Homes Included In Navy's New Report 
(KGTV ABC SAN DIEGO 30 APR 12) 

SAN DIEGO -- Coronado city officials are questioning a 
new report by the Navy that changes accident potential zones 
and now includes up to 200 homes. 

On April 6, 2012, a fighter jet crashed into a Virginia 
Beach apartment complex. In 2008, few can forget the F/A-18 
crash that killed four people in University City. 

The report, called the Air Installations Compatible Use 
Zones (AICUZ), shows new accident potential zones for 
Naval Air Station North Island and the airfield in Imperial 
Beach. The zones show where a crash would most likely 
occur. (To view the Navy's complete report, including maps 
that detail the "crash zones," click here) 

Coronado Mayor Casey Tanaka said the report could have 
costly impacts. 

"My first reaction was frustration," Tanaka said. 
The previous document, created in 1984, included just a 

couple homes in the accident potential zone, but mostly the 
Pacific Ocean. 

"The Navy has chosen to redraw its lines," Tanaka said. 
The city of Coronado is now looking for answers. 
According to the new study, oceanfront property is now in 

the middle of a crash area. City officials believe the Navy's 
new study could potentially lead to zoning law changes, 
changes to building codes and a possible increase in insurance 
rates. 

Tanaka said the new zone includes homes from Sunset 
Park to the Hotel Del Coronado, between Ocean Boulevard 
and 10th Street. 

Navy officials argue the document is to help the city. 
"It's in the best interest of the health, welfare and safety of 

their citizens and it helps maintain the viability of the airfield," 

said Capt. Yancy Lindsey, the commanding officer for Naval 
Base Coronado. 

Lindsey could not go into specifics about why the zone 
expanded. 

"Our document is advisory. It makes recommendations 
only," Lindsey said. 

Angelic Dolan, public affairs officer with Naval Base 
Coronado, released this statement to 10News: 

"It was changed because there was a change in operation, 
there are new aircraft and that's going to dictate the accident 
potential zones." 

However, the state requires Coronado to follow Navy 
recommendations. 

"This is classic bureaucracy," Tanaka said. "The county 
didn't require the Navy to produce this document, the Navy 
didn't require California to make these adjustments and the 
person who is really stuck in the middle is Coronado." 

Some residents told 10News they did not see why the 
zone needed to change. 

"I personally am not concerned about an accident of that 
magnitude that would impact homes," said resident John 
Collins. 

The military has a long history in Coronado and both 
sides hope it stays that way. 

"The Navy is not always going to see eye to eye with the 
city and vice versa, but we live so close together that if we 
don't get along and continue the dialogue, we're going to have 
real issues," Lindsey said. 

According to the report, there have been seven collisions 
since 1979 on NAS North Island. All have been on base 
property. 
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The Navy told 10News community forums about the 
AICUZ report are planned for next month. 

View Report (PDF) 
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35. PCU North Dakota XO To Visit Namesake State 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 30 APR 12) ... Lt. Cmdr. Jennifer Cragg, Commander, Submarine Group 2 Public Affairs 

MOORHEAD, N.D. -- The executive officer assigned to 
Pre-Commissioning Unit (PCU) North Dakota (SSN 784) is 
participating in a three-day visit to the namesake state to bring 
awareness to the 11th Virginia-class submarine, May 1-3. 

During the visit, Lt. Cmdr. Jeremiah Minner will meet 
with the USS North Dakota Commissioning Committee, and 
the North Dakota Council of the Navy League and the West 
Fargo Chamber of Commerce. Minner will also serve as the 
guest speaker at the Annual Planning and Awards Conference 
of the North Dakota Committee for the Employer Support of 
the Guard and Reserve. 

"This is a milestone event for me in that it marked my 
first namesake visit to the state of North Dakota," said Minner. 
"My goal for this visit is to increase awareness of the 
submarine and her crew as well as provide an update on her 
construction." 

Minner's visit to North Dakota comes about two weeks 
before the submarine's major milestone - its keel laying - 
which will be held at General Dynamics Electric Boat's 
Quonset Point May 11. North Dakota's keel-laying is the 
submarine's first major milestone since construction began in 
2009. 

In January, Cmdr. Doug Gordon, PCU North Dakota 
commanding officer, participated in his first visit to the 
namesake state. During his visit he toured the North Dakota 
State Capitol, the North Dakota Heritage Center, and visited 

the city of Bismarck-Mandan. He also met with the state's 
Navy League, submarine veterans of North Dakota, USS 
North Dakota Commissioning Committee members, state 
dignitaries, state legislators, and Chamber of Commerce Board 
of Directors. 

"Namesake visits are critical during the construction 
phase of a submarine," said Gordon, "because these visits 
increase the awareness of not only the submarine and her 
crew, but the critical investment by the taxpayers of North 
Dakota and the nation." 

In late October 2011, PCU North Dakota Chief of the 
Boat Master Chief Electronics Technician (SS/DV) Timothy 
A. Preabt, originally from Mandan, N.D., visited his namesake 
state. Preabt is currently the only Sailor assigned to PCU 
North Dakota that hails from the "friendliest state." 

PCU North Dakota, the second ship named in honor of 
North Dakota, will be delivered by General Dynamics Electric 
Boat in Groton and will be the 11th Virginia-class submarine 
when it is commissioned in 2014. 

The only other ship to bear the name North Dakota was 
the Delaware-class USS North Dakota (BB 29), which was in 
service from 1910 to 1923. The contract to build PCU North 
Dakota was awarded to Electric Boat division of General 
Dynamics in Groton, Conn., Dec. 22, 2008, as part of a 
teaming arrangement with Newport News Shipbuilding. 

Return to Index 
 
 

NEWS OF INTEREST: 
36. Panetta To Warn Troops About The Effect Of Bad PR On The War Effort 
Are U.S. troops losing a war of perception even though they’re dominating on the battlefield? 
(STARS AND STRIPES 30 APR 12) ... Chris Carroll 

WASHINGTON — Are U.S. troops losing a war of 
perception even though they’re dominating on the battlefield? 

When Defense Secretary Leon Panetta travels Friday to 
visit soldiers at Fort Benning, Ga., he’ll personally remind 
them of the harm that lapses in judgment and unwisely 
publicized photos and videos can inflict on the U.S. strategy in 
Afghanistan. 

“We live in a world where these kinds of isolated 
incidents can become a headline in 15 seconds,” Panetta said 
in an interview Monday. “And that can do tremendous 
damage.” 

That the defense secretary is delivering the kind of 
message that might normally be expected from a sergeant 
major or platoon leader is a testament to the kind of damage 
the Pentagon believes has been done by recent public missteps 
in Afghanistan. 

U.S. war strategy there — not to mention plans to 
withdraw combat troops from the country by the end of 2014 
— is based on close collaboration between U.S. and Afghan 
troops, as well as U.S.-backed efforts to shield rural 
populations from Taliban influence. The partnership has been 

put in peril recently not only by regular killings of U.S. troops 
by Afghan soldiers, but by the bad conduct of U.S. troops. 

The most recent public relations setback resulted from 
publication of photos taken in 2010 that depicted grinning 
U.S. soldiers posing with body parts of failed Afghan suicide 
bombers. Earlier scandals involved video of Marines urinating 
on dead insurgents and a photo Marine snipers posing with a 
Nazi symbol on a flag, as well as videos showing troops 
beating a sheep with a bat and throwing a puppy off a cliff. 
Older videos made in Iraq featured troops mocking children 
and insulting Islam. 

The service chiefs have stressed the need for “character, 
discipline and integrity,” Panetta said, but stamping out such 
behavior will require rank-and-file leaders as well, Panetta 
said Monday. 

“It’s going to demand a lot more of the enlisted sergeants, 
[and] the people who are officers at the unit level,” he said. 
“They’ve got a much bigger responsibility to make sure that 
their units stay cohesive and well behaved and exercise the 
greatest integrity.” 
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The problems, he said, are caused by only a few “bad 
apples” making unwise decisions, while the majority of troops 
carry out their missions on the battlefield and elsewhere 
conscientiously. 

“My view is the vast majority of men and women in 
uniform are people of high character who really are trying to 
abide by the highest standards and trying to do the job that 
they’re told to do,” Panetta said. 

Bin Laden Raid 
A year after the raid that killed Osama bin Laden, Panetta, 

who oversaw it as CIA director, reflected on the meaning of 
the achievement. 

“Obviously, I’m very proud of that operation, but I guess 
what I’m really proud of is the relationship in the intelligence 
area between our intelligence professionals and the military,” 
he said. “I think that’s one of the strongest partnerships going 
in terms of confronting terrorism. It’s been very effective. It 
continues to be very effective.” 

The organization bin Laden founded has been defanged to 
some extent, Panetta said, but the United States shouldn’t drop 
its guard. 

“It obviously did significant damage to al-Qaida as far as 
their spiritual leader having been eliminated,” he said. “But I 
think we realize that it remains a threat and a threat that we 
continue to be vigilant about.” 
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37. Some Pilots Shun F-22 Over Oxygen-Related Dangers 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 01 MAY 12) ... Kate Wiltrout 

HAMPTON – After six years and 46 planes, the F-22 
Raptor program at Langley is complete. One of the last of the 
pricey, single-seat Air Force fighter jets to roll off Lockheed 
Martin's production line arrived in Virginia on Friday. 

But top brass at the Hampton base, home to the service's 
Air Combat Command and two Raptor squadrons, aren't really 
celebrating the milestone. They're too busy trying to figure out 
why some F-22 pilots aren't getting enough oxygen in the 
cockpit. 

"We're leaving no stone unturned," said Maj. Gen. 
Charles Lyon, who is leading a team of dozens of experts 
examining possible causes of "hypoxia-like" symptoms among 
Raptor pilots. 

The Air Force grounded its entire fleet of about 180 
Raptors last May after a spike in the number of pilots 
reporting problems during flights. Hypoxia occurs when the 
body doesn't get enough oxygen, resulting in dizziness and 
altitude sickness, or in severe cases, death. 

In November 2010, Capt. Jeff Haney died in a crash 
during a training mission in Alaska. A malfunction caused the 
plane's oxygen system to shut off, and Haney wasn't able to 
start a back-up system before losing control of the $147 
million plane. 

No Raptors flew for almost five months. After extensive 
research did not pinpoint a cause, the Air Force began lifting 
flight restrictions in September. 

During 12,000 sorties and 15,000 hours of flight since 
then, there have been 11 instances of unexplained hypoxia, 
Lyon said. 

Researchers have moved away from focusing on the 
aircraft or a piece of equipment as a cause. They're now 
following two theories - that something toxic in the cockpit air 
is interfering with a pilot's oxygen absorption, or that, for 

certain people, a combination of gravity forces at certain 
altitudes could be to blame. 

Since ending the "stand-down" in September, the Air 
Force now requires every F-22 pilot to fly with a pulse 
oximeter strapped to a finger, measuring oxygen saturation in 
the blood. If it dips below a certain level during training 
missions, pilots are required to return to base. 

The service also is inspecting each plane's onboard 
oxygen-generating system more often. 

Despite those precautions, the head of the service's Air 
Combat Command said a "very small number" of pilots have 
decided they're not comfortable flying the Raptor. 

Gen. Mike Hostage didn't provide specific numbers 
during a media briefing Monday. He said he wouldn't force a 
pilot to fly a plane against his or her will - but he also made 
clear that person wouldn't "get a free pass to go do something 
else." 

He's comfortable with the decision to keep the Raptors 
flying. 

"We've driven down the risk to a level where we can 
safely operate the airplane," Hostage said. 

In the coming weeks, Hostage will include himself in that 
risk. 

A career pilot with 4,000 hours in the cockpit, Hostage is 
going to add the F-22 to the list of planes he's flown. 

"My personal belief is that as a four-star, my job is not to 
be out there flying airplanes. But I'm asking these guys to 
assume some risks that's over and above what everybody else 
is assuming, and I don't feel like it's right that I ask them to do 
it and I'm not willing to do it myself," he said. 

"The day we figure out what the problem is, I will stop 
flying." 
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38. It's Official: Navy Transfers USS Iowa To Local Nonprofit Group 
(TORRANCE DAILY BREEZE 30 APR 12) ... Donna Littlejohn 

It's official. 
On Monday, the U.S. Navy signed the papers giving the 

Pacific Battleship Center ownership of the USS Iowa, set to 
open this summer as a permanent memorial in San Pedro. 

U.S. Navy Vice Admiral W. Mark Skinner and Pacific 
Battleship Center President Robert Kent signed the final 

contract in the offices of Iowa Rep. Tom Latham in 
Washington, D.C. 

Representing Iowa Gov. Terry Branstad and the ship's 
namesake state was Becky Beach, a longtime advocate of 
saving the ship from mothballs so it could be developed into 
an interactive naval museum and memorial. 
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The Navy awarded the ship to the Pacific Battleship 
Center on Sept. 6, 2011. Since then, the group has been raising 
money and restoring it in Northern California, opening the 
vessel for weekend tours for the past five months in the Port of 
Richmond as work continued. 

The popularity of the limited tours exceeded expectations, 
with an estimated 10,000 visitors coming on board to see the 
World War II icon, said Dave Way, curator and tour manager 
for the Iowa project. Visitors came even during heavy rains, 
he said, adding that those tours were nicknamed "the umbrella 
tours." 

On the last weekend, April 28-29, an estimated 1,000 
people came aboard each day, he said. 

A thank-you dinner was held Saturday night for all of the 
volunteers who turned out to help in Richmond. 

The ship is set to begin its tow south on May 20 and is 
expected to be at Berth 87 in the Port of Los Angeles, its 
permanent home, on June 9. 

"We formed a lot of friendships and everyone worked 
really hard to get the ship ready for tow to San Pedro," Way 
said. 

The signing of the ship's transfer on Monday culminated 
years of work to save what is the last battleship in the world 
for museum status. 

A series of celebrations are planned for the first week in 
July with a grand opening for the public on July 7. 

Latham Hosts Ceremony Marking Preservation Of 
USS Iowa Historic Ship To Be Converted Into Museum 

(OSKALOOSA (IA) NEWS 30 APR 12) 
WASHINGTON -- Iowa Congressman Tom Latham 

hosted a signing ceremony in his Washington office on 
Monday to officially transfer the battleship USS Iowa from the 
U.S. Navy to the Pacific Battleship Center, which will 
preserve the historic vessel and convert it into a memorial and 
museum. 

“Iowans are proud that one of the greatest symbols of 
American naval might bears the name of our state,” 
Congressman Latham said. “It’s a distinct honor to have 
worked alongside the thousands of Iowans who helped make 
this day a reality. The groundswell of support to save this 
powerful piece of American history has been nothing short of 
inspiring. My thanks go out to everyone at the U.S. Navy, the 
Pacific Battleship Center and to everyone across the country 
who contributed to this effort.” 

The USS Iowa, a World War II-era battleship that was 
once the pride of the U.S. Navy, faced an uncertain future last 
year as it sat rusting in the San Francisco Bay among scores of 
mothballed Navy vessels. A concerted effort to raise 
awareness and funding by a coalition of Iowans, veterans, 
lawmakers and naval history enthusiasts managed to secure a 
permanent location in Los Angeles where the USS Iowa could 
be converted into a museum. The coalition acted as quickly as 
possible to move the vessel before changing weather 
conditions would have made it more difficult to move the ship 
from its location in San Francisco. 

Congressman Latham sent a letter to U.S. Secretary of the 
Navy Ray Mabus in August 2011, urging the Navy to preserve 
the USS Iowa. Congressman Latham worked closely with 
Iowa legislators, officials and citizens to make sure the vessel 
could be moved swiftly to its permanent location. 

“When the future of the USS Iowa was in doubt, 
concerned citizens from across the country did everything they 
could to make sure future generations would know the historic 
significance of this battleship,” Congressman Latham said. 
“Those who served aboard the USS Iowa contributed to the 
U.S. effort in World War II, the Korean War and beyond. The 
USS Iowa transported President Franklin Roosevelt to and 
from the Tehran Conference. It’s absolutely fitting that her 
legacy will live on.” 

The USS Iowa was moved from its mothball location in 
March and is currently undergoing restoration. 
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39. USS Constitution To Get A Tuneup, Using White Oak Trees From Indiana 
(BOSTON GLOBE 30 APR 12) ... Colin A. Young 

The USS Constitution may be the oldest commissioned 
warship still afloat in the world, but even “Old Ironsides” 
needs a tuneup every so often. Earlier this month, officials 
from the Naval History and Heritage Command Detachment 
Boston traveled to Indiana to scout trees they will use for 
upcoming repairs to the 214-year-old warship. 

The trees, specifically white oaks, are growing at the 
Naval Surface Warfare Center in Crane, Ind., and will remain 
there until 2015, when the Constitution will be placed in dry 
dock and restoration crews are able to inspect the ship’s hull. 

“Every 20 years or so, the ship will go into drydock,” 
Robert Murphy, production manager for the detachment, said. 
“When it is in drydock, we remove the copper sheathing 
around the hull and inspect the hull planking that is below 
water line.” 

Murphy said the group chose trees that are tall and 
straight, so they can get multiple planks out of each one. The 
trees will be cut, harvested, and stored in Indiana until crews 
have a chance to assess what needs to be replaced. 

Part of the detachment’s mission is to repair and restore 
the Constitution to “as close to its 1812 configuration as 

possible,” according to its mission statement. White oak trees 
were specifically selected to stay true to the ship’s original 
material. Last time the Constitution was drydocked, between 
1992 and 1995, some white oak trees from Indiana were used 
for the same purpose. 

“White oak is great because it is rot-resistant, so it is great 
around water,” Margherita Desy, historian for the detachment, 
said. “It used to be a readily available material for 
shipbuilding.” 

The Constitution, built in Boston and launched in 1797, 
earned the nickname “Old Ironsides” for its seemingly 
impenetrable wooden hull. Cannonballs literally bounced off 
of it. The Constitution won 33 engagements and never lost a 
battle. Now, the ship is a destination for tourists and locals, 
and will be open for tours during the restoration. 

“There are other jobs that will be happening,” Murphy 
said. “The ship will still be open to the public, though. People 
like to see it torn apart and put back together again.” 

This summer, the Constitution will play a large role in 
ceremonies commemorating the bicentennial of the War of 
1812, beginning with Navy Week events beginning June 29. 
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40. SEALs, Sailors Attend 2012 NFL Draft 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 30 APR 12) ... Lt. David Lloyd, Naval Special Warfare Group 2 Public Affairs 

NEW YORK -- Navy SEALs from multiple commands 
and Sailors from the Navy Recruiting Command attended the 
77th annual National Football League Draft, April 26-28 at the 
Radio City Music Hall in New York City as part of a 
community outreach program. 

The event, officially called the "NFL Player Selection 
Meeting," is sponsored by the NFL, who invited Special 
Operators to attend and announce the third round draft pick. 

"This is a unique opportunity, and it gives credibility to 
the Naval Special Warfare community as a force made up of 
athletic members of the military," said Capt. (SEAL) Duncan 
Smith, director, Naval Special Warfare Recruiting Directorate. 
"It gives the coaches, athletes and families an opportunity to 
meet and talk to some of the active duty SEALs here tonight 
that would have never otherwise had the chance." 

SEALs and Sailors from around the Fleet are attending 
NFL-sponsored events to inform and educate these athletes 
about potential career opportunities in Navy special programs 
such as SEALs, Diver, EOD, and others. 

Master Chief Special Warfare Operator (SEAL) Shawn 
Johnson, a 23-year veteran who participated in several of the 
previous NFL scout combines this year, made the live 
announcement on national television. 

"With the 85th pick in NFL 2012 draft, the Detroit Lions 
select Dwight Bentley, Corner Back, of Louisiana Lafayette," 
announced Johnson. 

The 2012 NFL Draft pick announcement demonstrates the 
strong, ongoing partnership the Navy, particularly the Naval 
Special Warfare community, has with professional 
organizations such as the National Football League. 

"It was an honor and great opportunity to have had the 
chance to make the draft pick announcement," said Johnson. 
"This is one of those rare, once-in-a-life-time moments. All of 
these athletes possess many of the same qualities necessary to 
be successful as a Navy SEAL. They're obviously physically 
fit, but they're also mentally tough and self-disciplined." 

The eight SEALs and Sailors from the Navy Recruiting 
Command marched on stage to an enthusiastic, standing 
ovation from the fans and guests in attendance at the Radio 
City Music Hall. 

Members of the NFL organization were equally 
appreciative and offered the Sailors a personal tour of the NFL 
Headquarters during the three-day NFL Draft Pick. 

"Having two sons currently attending the U.S. Naval 
Academy, I'm obviously a little biased, but this is very special 
for the NFL too, and were fortunate and excited to be able to 
have such professional and dedicated athletes as the SEALs 
here tonight," said Ron Hill, vice president of Football 
Operations for the National Football League. 
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41. JB Pearl Harbor-Hickam Sailors Preview 'Battleship' 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 01 MAY 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Mark Logico, Commander, Navy Region Hawaii 
Public Affairs 

PEARL HARBOR -- More than 450 Sailors, and their 
friends and families, attended the advance screening of 
Universal Studio's "Battleship" at Sharkey Theater on Joint 
Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam, April 28. 

Filming for the movie in Hawaii began in 2010 when 
hundreds of Hawaii-based Sailors, veterans and Navy ships 
played parts in the movie. The movie featured the capabilities 
of U.S. Navy destroyers and WWII veterans. In January 2010, 
even the Battleship Missouri Memorial sailed out to sea for 
some initial filming. 

"We don't put enough attention with our elders, in 
particular our veterans," said Peter Berg, the director of the 
movie. "By far my favorite moment on Battleship is getting to 
meet these veterans. Some of those guys are in their 90s, and 
they would come on board with the energy of a 20 year old. 
They had all these stories. They were having the best time. 
They get to be on their ship. That was, by far, my career 
highlight." 

The cast of Battleship, including Peter Berg, Taylor 
Kitsch, Brooklyn Decker, Alexander Skarsgard, and Rihanna, 
were all at Sharkey Theater to greet the audience. 

"There was a time when Hollywood didn't see eye-to-eye 
with the military, and I really think that time is no more," said 
Berg. "I think that Soldiers feel it. Soldiers are coming home 
from Iraq and Afghanistan to a different reception then they 

did when they came back from Vietnam, and I think that's 
great. I'm just glad to be able to do my part to pay respect." 

The movie also featured Col. Gregory Gadson, the 
Director of the U.S. Army Wounded Warrior Program, who is 
a Wounded Warrior himself. Gadson, who lost both his legs 
because of an improvised explosive device in 2007, practically 
played himself as Lt. Col. Mick Canales fighting aliens in the 
movie. 

"I like to say that fighting aliens is no different than 
fighting a human," said Gadson. "If you're fighting for your 
life, you're going to do whatever it takes to win." 

Gadson said he hopes the movie would also help all 
warriors, wounded or otherwise, and let them know that life 
can go on. 

"You've got to put behind you what's happened in the 
past," said Gadson. "When you have an opportunity to learn 
and to go through hard experiences, you can come out the 
other side and live a productive life." 

To prepare for her role in the movie, Rhianna enlisted the 
help of Gunner's Mate 2nd Class Jacquelyn Carrizosa, 
assigned aboard USS Ronald Reagan (CVN 76) during the 
filming in 2010. 

"She really helped me out," said Rihanna. "I paid 
attention to her, everything about the way she dressed, the way 
she walked, her mannerisms, how she spoke, how collected 
she was. That was very crucial to me playing this part. She 
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was a pretty girl but very, very tough. Her demeanor was so 
quiet and sweet, and then you see her put on this uniform and 
she walks on the set, she's a whole different beast. She helps 
me as a friend but when she gets in her element she's very 
intimidating." 

During the filming, Rihanna and the rest of the cast 
interacted with many of the Sailors in Hawaii so the actors 
could better understand their roles in the movie. 

"I was exposed to a lot of things that I didn't know about 
the Navy, just seeing their demeanor, where you lived, where 
you stayed," said Rihanna. "I heard about how long you guys 
stayed at sea without your family. It really was an awakening 
for me. It made me appreciate what you guys do so much 
more." 

The film opens officially in U.S. theaters on May 18. The 
movie is based on a board game of the same name. It is about 
how a fleet of ships is forced to fight an armada of alien ships. 

"The film is going to expose a lot of what the Navy does, 
and no one knows how these ships are fought and how the 
day-to-day stuff is," said Kitsch. "I love how we exposed a lot 
of that. You read about the sacrifice and what it means to wear 
the uniform, and I think that's what hit me the most. Not just 
meeting the Sailors and everyone, that's a part of it, but the 
families, the sacrifices that they make as well. That was 
probably the biggest one that I took away: how much sacrifice 
that is." 
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OPINION: 
42. Sorting Through The Defense Distortions 
Don’t expect to hear much truth-telling on foreign policy 
(WASHINGTON POST 01 MAY 12) ... Walter Pincus 

A Republican conference call on Thursday, titled 
“President Obama’s Failed Foreign Policy,” got me to 
thinking: How can voters hear an honest debate on national 
security and foreign policy issues in the presidential campaign 
when candidates or their supporters provide false or 
misleading information? 

Actually, they can’t. In fact, foreign policy and defense 
have been among the most distorted issues in nearly every 
presidential election I can recall. 

In 1952, Dwight D. Eisenhower and the GOP used 
Democratic “coddling” of communists and the veiled threat of 
nuclear weapons to end the Korean War as tools to defeat 
Adlai Stevenson. In 1960, John F. Kennedy used the “missile 
gap” with the Soviet Union — America actually had more 
ICBMs than Russia — to help defeat Richard M. Nixon. 

Republicans then made the buildup of nuclear weapons 
against the Soviet threat a hallmark of Ronald Reagan’s 
campaigns. Back in 1980, when President Jimmy Carter 
proposed building 200 MX ICBMs and putting them on 
railroad cars to deter a Soviet first strike, the Republicans said 
that was not enough. Once in power, however, the Reagan 
administration built 100 MXs in fixed silos and said not to 
worry, that there were two other legs to the nuclear triad: 
strategic submarines and bombers. 

More recently, George W. Bush capitalized on 
Americans’ fears after the terrorist attacks of Sept. 11, 2001, 
to help win reelection in 2004. That victory came in spite of 
the White House’s use of cherry-picked intelligence to justify 
the invasion of Iraq. 

As Norman J. Ornstein and Thomas E. Mann said Sunday 
in a Washington Post essay on political gridlock, it’s time for 
the press to stop just presenting “evenhanded, unfiltered 
opposing views” and ask: “Which politician is telling the 
truth?” 

Thursday’s GOP conference call seemed a good place to 
start. 

It was designed as a counterstrike against Vice President 
Biden’s foreign policy speech — before he even made it. 

One Republican on the call was John F. Lehman, a 
secretary of the Navy in the Reagan administration, member 
of the 9/11 Commission and current co-chairman of 
Republican presidential candidate Mitt Romney’s defense 
panel. 

Lehman offered questionable facts to support his claim 
that, under Obama, the United States is “abdicating leadership 
for keeping stability in the world.” 

He said the administration “is proposing reductions down 
to 300 nuclear weapons.” That is a warped version of a news 
story that the White House — in studying arms-reduction talks 
with the Russians — has asked the Pentagon for the 
implication of three alternatives: keeping warheads at the 
currently agreed level with Moscow of 1,550 deployed, 
cutting to 1,000, or dropping to anywhere from 300 to 800 
warheads. The administration is not proposing 300 warheads 
in any offer. 

That did not stop Lehman. 
He told reporters that foreign military leaders are looking 

at, “in effect, unilateral disarmament that is going on with the 
Obama administration now with the latest budget having 
proposed cuts of over $1 trillion to our defenses.” 

The administration has proposed no cuts totaling that 
amount. Under the bipartisan-approved Budget Control Act of 
2011, there was agreement on a $487 billion reduction in 
defense spending over the next 10 years. That same act 
required an additional $1.2 trillion in deficit reduction over 
that period. It also specified that if no agreement was reached 
by Dec. 31, 2012, there would be an automatic sequestering of 
funds, including roughly $500 billion more from defense. 

Obama did not propose that second round of $500 billion 
in defense cuts. In fact, Defense Secretary Leon E. Panetta has 
opposed them, and he and Obama have called on Congress to 
produce a package of revenue and reductions to avoid 
sequestration. 

Decrying the decline of the number of ships in the Navy, 
Lehman used as an example that “we did not have a single 
combatant” in the Mediterranean Sea “when the Libya crisis 
broke” in March 2011. In fact, hours after the first French 
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bombs dropped, the first U.S. Tomahawk missiles hit Libya, 
launched from among three U.S. Navy nuclear attack 
submarines in the Mediterranean. Two Navy surface ships also 
were there. 

Lehman also noted that the Chinese had two ships in the 
area. One was a frigate that had been monitoring pirate 
activity off the Somalia coast, a main Chinese shipping lane. It 
traveled through the Red Sea and Suez -Canal into the 
Mediterranean to be available as part of a major air-and-sea 
rescue effort to evacuate 36,000 Chinese workers from Libya. 

Another “failure” of U.S. leadership Lehman cited was 
the joint anti-piracy effort off Somalia. Conducted since 2008 

under United Nations, NATO and European Union 
agreements, it is considered by most countries as an example 
of how world powers can collaborate on a collective problem. 
Instead, Lehman described the joint anti-piracy effort as 
having “opened up a very attractive opportunity for the 
Russians.” Even the Chinese have two ships there, he said. 

The issues of leadership, Lehman said, represent “a 
serious crisis and perhaps the central issue in the campaign.” 

The more “serious crisis” is how voters can make sense of 
either candidates’ foreign policy and national security 
positions when Lehman or others provide such distorted facts. 
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43. Britain Goes All Out To Charm Asia 
U.K. Follows in U.S. Footsteps With 'Refocus' on Asia 
(SINGAPORE STRAITS TIMES 30 APR 12) ... Heng Yee Kuang 

British Foreign Secretary William Hague was in town last 
week to deliver the second International Institute for Strategic 
Studies-Fullerton Lecture. His visit comes on the heels of 
British Prime Minister David Cameron's recent swing through 
Asia, taking in Myanmar, Malaysia, Indonesia, Singapore and 
Japan. 

Last November, British Defence Secretary Philip 
Hammond attended the Five Power Defence Arrangements 
meeting in Singapore. 

Later this year, Britain is dispatching to Asia its ultimate 
'soft power' asset, Prince William and his wife Catherine. 

This concerted flurry of British diplomatic activity 
suggests that - for all the media focus on United States 
President Barack Obama's 'pivot' to Asia and China's 
assertiveness in the Spratlys - other major powers such as 
Britain are also ratcheting up their regional presence. 

Britain is also now seeking to accede to Asean's Treaty of 
Amity and Cooperation, just as the U.S. and China have done. 

In his address, Mr Hague referred to a 'blitz' of senior 
British ministers traipsing through the region seeking to 
'turbo-charge' ties. But what cards can Britain seriously bring 
to the table? 

For one thing, Mr Hague's speech rejected the notion of 
Britain in decline. Instead, his key message was that London is 
looking East as never before, and that for Asian states looking 
to Britain, they would find a willing and active partner. 

Yet, rhetoric has to come up against hard reality: Britain 
today is long past its dominance at its imperial height. The 
Royal Navy does not even have an operational aircraft carrier 
now and it lacks the hard assets that the Pentagon is planning 
to redeploy to Asia. 

While the Royal Navy still packs a lethal punch - it 
recently sent its latest Type 45 Daring-class destroyer and 
Trafalgar-class nuclear submarine to the Falklands on the 30th 
anniversary of Argentina's invasion of the islands - these 
assets are few and far between. 

Mr Cameron's visit to Tokyo earlier this month is more 
suggestive of how Britain can still engage in regional security 
in spite of its much-diminished status. Defence blogs were 
abuzz with speculation that the talks would involve Britain 
more regularly deploying a hunter-killer submarine to the 
region. 

More significantly, the visit came shortly after Tokyo 
relaxed its decades- long ban on weapons development with 

countries other than the U.S., with Mr Cameron renewing 
London's commitment to promoting future cooperation 
between British and Japanese defence industries. A 
memorandum of understanding would be signed at the next 
meeting. 

In effect, Tokyo has installed Britain as only the second 
nation, after the United States, with which it has formal 
defence cooperation. 

British arms makers retain leading niche capabilities in 
howitzer and mine- clearing technologies; while aerospace 
companies such as BAE Systems and Rolls-Royce are world-
class. 

It is this emphasis on 'niche capabilities' that can help 
compensate for Britain's lack of physical military assets, a 
point that Mr Hague referred to also. 

Pointedly, he proposed a broad definition of security, far 
more encompassing than traditional military defence or rigid 
ideological blocs of the Cold War. As envisaged, Britain is 
looking for 'flexible partnerships', drawing on its substantial 
expertise in, for instance, cybersecurity. 

At a time of drastic defence cuts, it is significant that 
London has decided to invest £650 million (S$1.3 billion) in 
cybersecurity capabilities. Cybersecurity risks are now among 
the British government's 'Tier 1' threats. 

Given Tokyo's recent experience of cyberattacks on its 
defence companies such as Mitsubishi Heavy Industries, there 
would be scope for expanded Anglo-Japanese cooperation in 
this aspect. 

Similarly, Singapore's new National Cyber Security 
Centre set up last year would benefit from renewed 
engagement with British cybersecurity expertise. On other 
issues, like climate change, Britain has provided support for 
the Asean Working Group on Climate Change. 

Mr Hague's speech was titled 'Britain in Asia', but it could 
more accurately be called 'Britain re-engages Asia', given his 
vigorous and proactive description of British diplomatic 
forays. 

London will reopen its embassy in Laos, shuttered since 
1985; and Mr Hague himself has visited Australia to re-
energise ties since taking office, after a 16-year absence of 
visits by British foreign secretaries. After its retreat from 'East 
of Suez' in the 1960s, Britain has long been preoccupied with 
European affairs, the U.S. alliance, and hot spots such as Iraq 
and Afghanistan. 
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As economic problems in the European Union have given 
renewed impetus to British efforts to look East, London's 
recent initiatives in Asia suggest that America is not alone in 
its refocus on Asia. 

Heng Yee Kuang is associate professor of international 
relations at the Lee Kuan Yew School of Public Policy, 
National University of Singapore. He is a member of the 
International Institute for Strategic Studies, London. 
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44. Perry 200 Off To Great Start 
(ERIE (PA) TIMES-NEWS 01 MAY 12) ... Pat Cuneo 

I'm a big fan of the Perry 200 Commemoration for 
reasons we saw Monday, when flag raisings and small 
ceremonies kicked off the 18-month celebration at as many as 
150 sites across the region. 

Let me repeat that -- 150 sites. That was done with great 
difficulty, I suspect, so as many of us as possible could feel 
involved. It gives us a chance to feel part of our own history, 
to get a little context about from where we've come, whether 
we've lived in the Erie community for eight generations or 
arrived last week. 

The Jefferson Educational Society and others playing key 
roles in the celebration also understood we needed to get our 
schoolchildren involved from day one. Just as we hope that 
someday they will help their children understand a little bit 
more about themselves by learning about their history. 

The other key element to this celebration goes beyond 
parades, tall ships festivals, concerts and other fun stuff we'll 
do to mark then-Commander Oliver Hazard Perry leading the 
Erie-built fleet to victory in the Battle of Lake Erie in 
September 1813. That's the $1.8 million HUD-funded grant 
that will help the Erie region create a master plan to establish 
its economic place for the next many decades. It will help us 
make important new steps after an amazing 25-year stretch in 
which we transformed our bayfront from a rusted, closed-off 
industrial wasteland to what we see today -- beauty, possibility 
and hope. 

I also like the idea that the Perry 200 supporters are 
inspiring a rebirth of community fireworks. Maybe they know 
that S.B. Nelson, in his "History of Erie County," wrote 

extensively about our first community celebration in 1895. 
"The celebration ended with a magnificent display of 
fireworks on the bay, which was witnessed from the front of 
the city by the largest audience ever brought together in Erie," 
Nelson wrote in 1896. 

It followed three days of celebrations that included 
museum and art displays, concerts, an "old time kitchen" at 
Fourth and State streets, more than 100 American Indians 
from the Cattaraugus Reservation giving exhibitions daily of 
aboriginal customs and other insights of their way of life, 
culminated by fireworks. And it led to building a tangible gift 
to ourselves, a public library at French Street and South Park 
Row. 

Way back when: Most early Erie settlers had to rely on 
hard work and cunning, because there wasn't much food 
around. According to Nelson's "History of Erie County," most 
depended on the produce of their small clearing, which 
consisted largely of potatoes and corn. Mush, corn bread and 
potatoes were the principal foods, wrote Nelson. "There was 
no meat except for game, which had to be eaten without salt." 
Pork, flour, sugar and other groceries were sold at high prices 
and were considered luxuries. "Few families had stoves, and 
the cooking was done almost exclusively on open fires… All 
clothing was homemade. Every house had a spinning wheel, 
and many were provided with looms. Liquor was in common 
use, and there was seldom a family without its bottle, for the 
comfort of the husband, and the entertainment of his guests." 

Well, naturally, as it should be. 
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BLOGS: 
45. EXCERPTS FROM BLOGS AROUND THE WORLD 
(PUBLISHED 27 APR – 30 APR 12) 

 
One Day Until Deployment: MTF Commanding 

Officer Discusses Upcoming Deployment by Capt. Tim 
Hinman from Pacific Partnership Blog, April 30 

Navy Capt. Tim Hinman is Commanding Officer, USNS 
Mercy Medical Treatment Facility. 

Tomorrow the USNS Mercy Hospital Ship will depart for 
Pacific Partnership 2012. In addition to my hospital staff and 
the military sealift command civilian mariners, we will be 
joined by shipmates from Destroyer Squadron Seven staff, 
other military services (foreign and domestic), and non-
governmental organizations (NGOs). As commanding officer 
of MTF USNS Mercy I am very proud of our incredibly 
capable crew and platform. We look forward to contributing 
our part through medical diplomacy on this very important 
mission. I look forward to forming new and renewing existing 

relationships, providing and developing capacity, and 
increasing interoperability and the ability to respond in crises. 

Now in its seventh year, Pacific Partnership has become 
the largest annual humanitarian civic action (HCA) mission in 
the Asia Pacific region. Pacific Partnership is focused on 
building enduring relationships by working through and with 
host nations, partner nations and NGOs to enhance our 
collective ability and capacity to respond to natural disasters. 

This year’s mission is aptly themed, “Preparing in Calm 
to Respond in Crisis,” and we hope to help all our host and 
partner nations do just that. We have been asked by Indonesia, 
the Philippines, Vietnam and Cambodia, along with our 
numerous partner nations, to work with together, exchange 
information, and help us all plan for unknown contingencies in 
the future. 

I am particularly looking forward to going beyond what 
we have done in the past as part of our exchanges. For 
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previous missions, surgeries have traditionally been performed 
by U.S. and partner providers aboard Mercy. This year the 
mission will provide opportunities to integrate host nation 
providers into performing surgeries, both on the ship and 
ashore, as a true exchange of expertise and practice that will 
greatly increase medical capacity and further solidify these 
relationships. 

In the military and especially in the medical community 
we often talk about global engagement and building 
partnerships. I can personally think of no better way to do that 
than these types of missions. Medicine is a universal language 
and has the ability to cross cultural divides and change lives. 
This ship is bringing together specialties across the full 
spectrum of what military medicine has to offer and as we 
embark on this journey, I’m confident we will take full 
advantage of what opportunities lay before us and collectively 
build a brighter future for those whose lives we are honored to 
touch. 

 
DET 4 Seabees Doing What They “CAN DO” Best to 

Support Village Stability by Builder Constructionman 
Casey Heinbaugh and Lt. Brian Holmes from NMCB11 
Blog, April 27 

URUZGAN PROVINCE, Afghanistan – Imagine being 
deployed to the middle of nowhere for months at a time, 
surrounded by people who don’t speak your language and may 
or may not be your enemy. Sleeping and working in cramped 
mud huts with no electricity or air conditioning that leak every 
time it rains. 

These conditions are typical for small teams of Special 
Operations Forces (SOF) to endure repeatedly as they perform 
Village Stability Operations (VSO) in remote locations across 
Afghanistan. 

VSOs, a key component to the counterinsurgency strategy 
currently being implemented by Coalition Forces, aim to bring 
security and stability to the countless remote and isolated 
villages that easily fall under the influence and control of the 
Taliban and other insurgent groups, and often serve as safe 
havens and staging areas for the enemy to plan and conduct 
operations against Coalition Forces. 

By living amongst the villagers, the SOF teams provide a 
security bubble that allows and empowers local tribal and 
village elders to resist Taliban influence and provide effective 
legitimate governance for their people. 

For one team of Navy SEALs currently conducting VSOs 
in Uruzgan Province in southeastern Afghanistan, things 
recently got a whole lot better courtesy of a team of Seabees 
assigned to U.S. Naval Mobile Construction Battalion 
(NMCB) 11. In just 12 short days, the Seabees worked their 
magic to improve the living conditions, safety and quality of 
life for the SOF troops. Led by Builder 1st Class Anthony 
Thibodeaux, the team of 10 Seabees quickly erected two 
Southwest Asia (SWA) Huts for the SOF team to utilize as 
living and working space. 

In true Seabee fashion, there was no problem too big or 
too small for the Seabees of Build Team-3, who went above 
and beyond to help the SEALs in any way possible. In their 
limited ‘spare’ time outside their primary mission of 
constructing the SWA huts, the team repaired and 
reconstructed the roofs of four existing mud buildings, 
installed six air conditioning units, repaired two environmental 

conditioning units, repaired and improved the electrical 
distribution system for the camp, and made improvements to 
the force protection measures in place at the camp. The 
improvements made by the Seabees were much appreciated by 
the SOF. 

The team even took time to improve the recreational 
opportunities on the camp, construction a cornhole set and 
enjoying some friendly competition with the SEALs living on 
the camp. With limited time and supplies with which to make 
a difference, the Seabees of NMCB 11 held true to their “Can 
Do” motto, and went above and beyond to improve the 
conditions for the SOF operators at the camp. 

 
Sleep Deprived? Join The Club by Gidget Fuentes 

from The Scoop Deck (Navy Times), April 27 
Apparently it’s not just the Navy that has a sleep problem. 

According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, 
41 million American workers aren’t getting enough Zzzzs. 
That’s nearly one in three workers. 

“Not surprisingly, workers who work the night shift are 
more likely to not get enough sleep,” according to Dr. Sara 
Luckhaupt of the CDC’s National Institute for Occupational 
Safety and Health, who authored the study. Those workers 
pulling more than 40 hours on the job each week also are more 
apt to get less sleep than what medical experts say is needed to 
stay alert, avoid fatigue and remain mentally sharp. The study 
found that four in 10 night shift workers say they don’t get 
enough sleep, but that’s not surprising of course. Lack of sleep 
is linked to all sorts of ailments, including diabetes and 
obesity. 

Sleep deprivation, and the inherent problems that come 
from it, is disconcerting to Navy officials seeing the rising 
popularity of sleep aids to make up for the deficit in sleep and 
supplements like “go pills” to help keep someone awake. 
Navy safety officials told a Combat Operational Stress 
Conference audience in San Diego last year that fatigue was 
the culprit in 85 percent of mishaps caused by human error, 
and lack of decent sleep was the main driver. The worst 
community at avoiding the issue? The surface fleet, despite 
various efforts to try different watch sections to try to curb 
fatigue and get more alert watchstanders. Long days at sea, 
prolonged flight operations, and nontraditional workdays can 
lead to more disrupted sleep and more fatigue. Eight hours of 
sleep? Mission impossible. Short naps instead? Not always 
seen as professional, although there’s growing research of its 
value in keeping folks alert. This 2006 thesis by a student at 
Naval Postgraduate Schoo in Monterey, Calif., found big 
benefits of naps at least 20 minutes long. But the 24/7 
demands of naval service mean the mission continues, 
regardless. Still, you wonder sometimes why being a Sailor 
(and actually, any military service member) isn’t among the 
best jobs. 

 
New Navy Uniform Could Monitor Sailors’ Pee for 

Signs of Nuclear Attack by Katie Drummond from Danger 
Room (WIRED), April 26 

The military’s uniforms will probably never be runway 
ready. But in the future, a soldier’s threads might very well be 
quite a bit sharper. 

As in, more intelligent. At least if the Office of Naval 
Research gets its way. On ONR’s latest call for research 
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proposals, the organization is asking for uniforms to be 
capable of measuring soldiers’ vital signs, detecting the 
location and severity of their bullet wounds and even 
transmitting their location to medical personnel via GPS 
sensors implanted into clothing fabric. 

The initiative, called “Intelligent Clothing for Rapid 
Response to Aid Wounded Soldiers,” isn’t the first time the 
military has tried to “futurize” its uniforms. In 2004, a major 
Army effort to entirely reboot soldiers’ fatigues — called 
Future Force Warrior — tried to revamp uniforms using 
lightweight body armor, “e-textiles” (durable cloth interwoven 
with wires) and gel sensors meant to transmit a soldier’s vital 
signs back to base. That initiative was later scrapped, but the 
military’s dreams of smarter suit-ups continued: The Army, 
for one, even “maintained contact with Hollywood and the 
videogame industry in order to exchange ideas” about cutting-
edge uniforms designs. And now, this. 

ONR’s ideal uniforms would use a bevy of “integrated 
sensors built into fabric” to monitor every aspect of a soldier’s 
wellbeing, and then transmit that information to medical 
personnel. In addition to vital signs and bullet wounds, the 
fabric sensors should be able to “detect exposure to chemical, 
biological, radiological, nuclear and explosive agents” by 
tapping into biomarkers found in soldiers’ blood, saliva, sweat 
or urine. And where bullet wounds are concerned, the threads 
would do much more than merely detect their location. They’d 
also “estimate the depth of penetration and the affected 
surrounding organs.” 

Of course, the idea here isn’t to replace medical care with 
material. It’s to give medics and surgeons a major head start, 
by offering initial diagnostics that’ll speed up the process. No 
doubt, that’d be an invaluable aid where soldier survival is 
concerned: Odds of a military patient living through an injury 
plummet once a so-called “golden hour” has elapsed. So the 
quicker treatment can start, the better the likely outcome. 

Developing smarter fabrics isn’t an incredibly tall order. 
In the last five years, commercial ventures have made 
impressive progress toward lightweight “functional clothing” 
that can detect everything from an athlete’s vital signs to a 
diabetic’s blood-sugar level. One group out of Europe even 
created a fabric that can monitor muscle overload to prevent 
injury. 

But creating sensors as sophisticated as what ONR wants 
is a tougher challenge. And combining so many sensors into a 
single uniform — vital signs, bullet detection, GPS — is 
another complicating factor. Not to mention integrating these 
systems into a fabric that can accomodate body armor and be 
weighted down with tons of gear. And one that’s durable 
enough to withstand the rigors of combat and a variety of 
weather conditions. 

Somebody should probably tell the military’s chief 
clothing designers, over at Natick Soldier Research, 
Development and Engineering Center, about all those 
requirements. Because as recently as this past January, those 
guys were convinced that the future of fatigues rested in 
“developing, testing and evaluating … wool fabrics.” Sounds 
… itchy. And not particularly futuristic. 

 
Stop, Hey, What’s That Sound? by Jessica L. 

Tozerfrom Armed with Science, DoD Live, April 27 

Sorry, can you speak up? I can’t hear you over the sound 
of those deafening JET ENGINES. 

The deafening roar of supersonic aircraft can cause 
hearing damage to Sailors and Marines on flight decks, so the 
Office of Naval Research (ONR) is funding a new project to 
help reduce jet noise. 

“The noise problem falls into two categories: noise 
exposure on the flight deck and noise impact on the 
communities surrounding air bases,” said Dr. Brenda 
Henderson, deputy manager for the Jet Noise Reduction 
project, part of ONR’s Noise-Induced Hearing Loss (NIHL) 
program. “We’re funding the development of tools that we’ll 
need to help control jet noise in tactical aircraft.” 

Hearing loss is not uncommon for service members, so 
combating this problem could mean more than keeping the jets 
at a comfortable indoor-voice level. 

With support from ONR’s Basic Research Challenge 
program-which funds basic research in new areas not already 
covered by other programs- the Jet Noise Reduction project is 
a long-term effort. 

The intensity of sound perceived by humans is measured 
in decibels. For example, a person whispering is 20 decibels 
and a lawn mower is 90 decibels. Factories are required to 
institute a hearing protection program once noise levels reach 
85 decibels. 

Shipboard aviation surpasses those limits. By a lot. Jet 
noise from tactical aircraft can reach 150 decibels on the flight 
line, where Sailors and Marines prepare fighters and other 
aircraft for launching. 

It’s like working with a live concert blaring in your ears 
every day, only without the awesome guitar solos to rock you 
straight into deafness. 

The research and tools produced by the eight teams in this 
project will help to create new approaches to noise-mitigation 
technology aimed at reducing levels of jet exhaust noise that, 
when combined with hearing protection, will result in safer 
noise environments for Sailors and Marines. 

In addition, the lower jet exhaust noise levels will aid in 
reducing noise complaints reported in communities near 
military bases. After all, military installations should always 
aspire to be good neighbors. 

Hey. I said hey! Keep it down over there! No really, let’s 
keep it down. 

 
YOUR Navy Operating Forward from Navy Live, April 30 

Right now your Navy is 100% on watch around the globe 
helping to preserve the American way of life. Whether it be 
operating and training in the waters off the coast of Virginia or 
forward deployed to the South China Sea, the flexibility and 
presence provided by our U.S. naval forces provides national 
leaders with great options for protecting and maintaining our 
national security and interests around the world. The imagery 
below highlights the Navy’s ability to provide those options 
by operating forward. 

 ARABIAN SEA - The Arleigh Burke-class guided-
missile destroyer USS Sterett (DDG 104) and the Los 
Angeles-class attack submarine USS Pittsburgh (SSN 
720) transit the Arabian Sea. 

 OKINAWA, Japan - Landing Craft, Air Cushion 
(LCAC) 21 navigates away from the forward-
deployed amphibious dock landing ship USS Tortuga 
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(LSD 46) as LCAC 81 waits before approaching the 
shore. 

 ATLANTIC OCEAN - Sailors secure the wheels of 
an SH-60B Sea Hawk helicopter assigned to 
Helicopter Anti-Submarine Squadron Light 42 on the 
flight deck of the guided-missile destroyer USS 
Winston S. Churchill (DDG 81). 

 ARABIAN GULF - A MH-60S Sea hawk helicopter 
from Helicopter Sea Combat Squadron 28 
Detachment 5, assigned to fast combat support ship 
USNS Supply (T-AOE 6), practices helicopter in-
flight refueling with guided-missile destroyer USS 
Milius (DDG 69). 

 PANAMA CITY - Mobile Diving and Salvage Unit 
(MDSU) 2, Company 2-1, divers and Panamanian 
divers work on a salvage project during Navy Dive-
Southern Partnership Station 2012. 

 YOKOSUKA, Japan - Sailors conduct a firefighting 
drill on a simulated aircraft aboard the Nimitz-class 
aircraft carrier USS George Washington (CVN 73) 
during a general quarters drill. 

 ARABIAN GULF - U.S. Air Force Pararescuemen 
assigned to the 64th Expeditionary Rescue Squadron, 
fastrope from a U.S. Air Force HH-60G Pave Hawk 
helicopter to the deck of guided-missile destroyer 
USS Milius (DDG 69). 

 ATLANTIC OCEAN - A Sailor directs an F/A-18E 
Super Hornet from the Pukin Dogs of Strike Fighter 
Squadron 143 after landing aboard Nimitz-class 
aircraft carrier USS Dwight D. Eisenhower (CVN 
69). 

View Gallery (8 Photos) 
Your Navy TODAY (Apr. 26, 2012) 
On any given day, in your Navy, our team of more than 

600,000 professional Sailors and Civilians are working 
together around the globe to perform our mission: deter 
aggression and, if deterrence fails, win our Nation’s wars. It is 
not possible to share every aspect of this global team but, 
through this blog, we offer you a glimpse of what these men 
and women do. 

April 26 -#SAAM, SECNAV Visits Afghanistan, Wasp 
at Fleet Week Port Everglades 

View Gallery (4 Photos) 
Return to Index 
 
 



 1

CHINFO NEWS CLIPS 
Thursday, November 01, 2012 

 
Further reproduction or distribution is subject to original copyright restrictions. 

To subscribe, go to http://www.chinfo.navy.mil/pages/clips.html. 

 
On This Day In The Navy: 
1967: Operation Coronado IX began in Mekong Delta. 
 

TOP STORIES: 
1. China And Japan Looking To The U.S. On Disputed Islands 
(WASHINGTON POST 31 OCT 12) ... Max Fisher 

As China and Japan continue to wrangle over a chain of uninhabited islands that have sparked protests in both countries, near-
miss naval incidents, and lots of tough words, diplomats from both Asian powers are increasingly emphasizing the United States’s role 
in the dispute. 

 
2. Greenert: Navy To Focus On Health Of Force, Naval Dominance 
(STARS AND STRIPES 31 OCT 12) ... Jennifer Hlad 

WASHINGTON – As he moves into his second year as chief of naval operations, Adm. Jonathan Greenert has outlined a plan for 
the future of the Navy that emphasizes tracking and protecting the health of the force while asserting military dominance. 

 
3. Navy Sends Warships to Hard-Hit New York, New Jersey Area 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 31 OCT 12) ... Tony Capaccio 

The U.S. Navy is sending three large-deck amphibious ships to waters off of New York and New Jersey to assist in storm 
recovery and relief, according to the Navy’s chief of information. 

 

ASIA – PACIFIC: 
4. Korean Plan Sparks Speculation About U.S. Missile Defense 
(KOREA HERALD 01 NOV 12) ... Song Sang-ho 

SEOUL -- Korea's Defense Ministry's rare unveiling this week of the country's missile defense concept has sparked speculation 
that it is setting the mood for purchasing a U.S.-made advanced missile program to handle North Korea's threats. 

 
5. China's Stealth Fighter In Flight Test 
(SOUTH CHINA MORNING POST (HONG KONG) 31 OCT 12) ... Minnie Chan 

China has successfully tested its second stealth fighter, a smaller, twin-engine jet that military analysts said could potentially 
allow it to one day fly missions from an aircraft carrier. 

 
6. Frequent Osprey Flight Violations Reported In Okinawa In First Month 
(ASAHI SHIMBUN 31 OCT 12) ... Satoshi Okumura, Norio Yatsu and Tsukasa Kimura 

Feeling betrayed by Tokyo, local officials in Okinawa Prefecture are scrutinizing flights of the U.S. military's Osprey transport 
aircraft and have reported numerous safety violations in its first month of operations there. 

 
7. Indonesia Suspects New Terrorist Links 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 01 NOV 12) ... Eric Bellman and Ben Otto 

JAKARTA—A group of 11 suspected terrorists arrested in Indonesia in the past week for allegedly planning to attack the U.S. 
Embassy and other American targets is likely connected to remnants of a long-established, al Qaeda-linked organization, according to 
Indonesia's counterterrorism chief. 
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MIDEAST: 
8. U.S. Pulls Support For Key Anti-Assad Bloc 
White House Says New Syria Opposition Group, Including On-Ground Fighters, Should Replace Paris-
Based Exile Council 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 01 NOV 12) ... Jay Solomon and Nour Malas 

Secretary of State Hillary Clinton called for an overhaul of Syria's political opposition, pulling U.S. support for the main exile-led 
group in favor of those fighting President Bashar al-Assad's forces on the front lines. 

 
9. Rebels Clash With Kurds In Syria’s North 
Violence exposes frictions, threatens to open new front in war 
(WASHINGTON POST 01 NOV 12) ... Liz Sly 

BEIRUT — Nearly a week of fighting between Kurds and Arab rebels in northern Syria risks opening a new front in the already 
bloody battle for control of the country, underscoring the complexity of a conflict that threatens to ignite sectarian and ethnic tensions 
across the region. 

 
10. Lebanon’s Sunnis At Risk Of Radicalization 
Recent strife exposes some troubling shifts in group’s loyalties 
(WASHINGTON POST 01 NOV 12) ... Liz Sly 

BEIRUT — In the cramped, working-class neighborhood of Tariq al-Jdeideh, the last pocket of Sunni control in the Lebanese 
capital, the walls tell the story of a community in the throes of a potentially profound transformation. 

 
11. U.S. Decries Bahrain Ban On Public Demonstrations 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 31 OCT 12) ... Matthew Lee 

WASHINGTON -- The Obama administration on Wednesday denounced in unusually harsh terms a ban on public 
demonstrations imposed by Bahrain, a key American ally in the Persian Gulf that is home to the U.S. Navy's 5th Fleet. 

 

AFGHANISTAN: 
12. Afghan Called Ill-Prepared To Maintain Bases On Their Own 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 31 OCT 12) ... David Lerman 

The Afghan government probably will prove incapable of operating and maintaining U.S.-funded army and police facilities when 
coalition combat troops leave in 2014, a U.S. government watchdog said. 

 

AFRICA: 
13. Al Qaida-Linked Groups Cement Control In Northern Mali As Diplomats Ponder Intervention 
(MCCLATCHY NEWSPAPERS 31 OCT 12) ... Alan Boswell, 

MOPTI, Mali — Not long ago, this green oasis was a bustling tourist destination. Now it’s the would-be jumping off point for the 
world’s newest battle against Islamist extremism. 

 
14. Somali Pirates Expand Their Operations Till West Coast Of India: U.S. 
(PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 01 NOV 12) 

WASHINGTON -- Somali pirates now have expanded their operations to the West Coast of India, a senior U.S. official has said, 
adding, the issue of piracy has become a regular part of America's diplomatic engagements with countries around the world. 

 
15. Navy, NIMASA Strategise To End Piracy, Oil Theft In Nigeria 
(THE GUARDIAN (NIGERIA) 31 OCT 12) ... David Ogah 

The Nigerian Navy and the Nigerian Maritime Administration and Safety Agency (NIMASA) have initiated move to strengthen 
the Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) they signed few years ago in order to renew their onslaught against pirates and oil thieves, 
in compliance with the recent Presidential directive. 

 

EUROPE: 
16. Russia On Target To Float Out Five Warships Each Year 
(RIA NOVOSTI 31 OCT 12) 

MOSCOW -- Russian shipyards will float out five combat and auxiliary ships for the Russian Navy each year in line with the 
existing shipbuilding program, Navy chief Adm. Viktor Chirkov said on Wednesday. 
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17. NATO Power Projection Difficult Under Budget Constraints, RAND Says 
(DEFENSE DAILY 01 NOV 12) ... Ann Roosevelt 

Coming defense cuts and declining budgets for key European alliance members means NATO will likely face a “highly 
constrained capacity to project military power,” a new RAND study says. 

 

PERSONNEL: 
18. Navy Names New Chief Of Integrated Warfare Systems 
(DEFENSE DAILY 01 NOV 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

The Navy said yesterday that Rear Adm. Joseph Horn has been selected to become the next program executive officer for 
integrated warfare systems at Naval Sea Systems Command (NAVSEA). 

 
19. Navy Denies Stennis Leader Removed Over Libya 
Internet buzzing; ship oceans away during attack 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 31 OCT 12) ... Jeanette Steele 

The Navy on Wednesday said that the abrupt removal of an admiral commanding a Mideast aircraft carrier group was not related 
to the Sept. 11 U.S. consulate attack in Libya, despite Internet rumors in the week leading up to the U.S. presidential election. 

 

USS ENTERPRISE: 
20. On The Front Lines Of History: USS Enterprise On Its Last Deployment 
(CNN 31 OCT 12) ... Larry Shaughnessy 

The U.S. Navy has had eight ships named the Enterprise. The first was commandeered from the British in the early stages of the 
Revolutionary War by Benedict Arnold, before the America even had a navy and before he became America's most notorious traitor. 

 
21. Enterprise-Based Aircraft Are Winging Home 
(NEWPORT NEWS DAILY PRESS 31 OCT 12) ... Hugh Lessig 

The aircraft and crews of Carrier Air Wing 1 from the USS Enterprise will return home to Hampton Roads on Saturday, the Navy 
has announced. 

 

MARINE CORPS: 
22. As Marines Leave Afghanistan, More Go To Sea 
(NAVY TIMES 31 OCT 12) ... Gidget Fuentes 

It’s official. The Marine Corps has returned to its amphibious roots. 
 

ENERGY: 
23. Report Urges Cutting Military To Fund Alternative Energy 
(AVIATION WEEK 01 NOV 12) ... Jen DiMascio 

In its annual report on Pentagon spending, the Center for American Progress recommends that the Obama administration submit a 
“unified” national security budget that would cut military spending, trim the deficit and boost spending on alternative energy. 

 
24. China Lake Energy Project Opens Up Rush To The Sun (And Other Renewables) 
(DEFENSE COMMUNITIES 31 OCT 12) 

Expanding their portfolio of renewable energy projects has been a priority for the military services for much of the past decade, 
but prior to 2011 it still was an open question as to what statutory authorities could support their ambitions. 

 

CYBER: 
25. Inadequate Information Sharing Makes Estimating Costs From Cyber Attacks Difficult, Napolitano 
Says 
(DEFENSE DAILY 01 NOV 12) ... Calvin Biesecker 

The lack of good information sharing between the private and public sectors regarding cyber attacks makes it difficult to 
understand the true costs of these attacks, Homeland Security Secretary Janet Napolitano said yesterday. 

 
26. Senate Likely To Revisit Cyber Bill When Congress Returns 
(REUTERS 31 OCT 12) ... Andrea Shalal-Esa 

WASHINGTON -- Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid hopes to reintroduce cyber security legislation opposed by business 
groups once lawmakers return after Tuesday's election, a Senate aide said, adding that a White House executive order might pave the 
way for a compromise on the bill. 
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BUSINESS: 
27. San Diego's Drone Industry Doubles In Size 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 31 OCT 12) ... Gary Robbins 

The size of San Diego County’s unmanned aerial vehicle industry doubled over the past five years and could double again as 
UAVs are increasingly used for everything from spying on suspected terrorists abroad to monitoring the U.S.-Mexico border, says a 
National University System report released Wednesday. 

 

COMMENTARY: 
28. A Tale Of Two Asias 
In the battle for Asia's soul, which side will win -- security or economics? 
(FOREIGN POLICY 31 OCT 12) ... Evan A. Feigenbaum and Robert A. Manning 

Whatever happened to the "Asian Century?" In recent months, two Asias, wholly incompatible, have emerged in stark relief. 
 

29. All Politics Are Local In Iran Nuclear Dispute 
(WASHINGTON POST 01 NOV 12) ... Walter Pincus 

Domestic politics can make all the difference when it comes to the idea of taking military action against Iran’s nuclear program. 
Just look at the elections in the United States, Israel or even Iran. 

 
30. Strategic Bases Vulnerable To Climate Change 
(STARS AND STRIPES 01 NOV 12) ... Stephen A. Cheney and Nick Cunningham 

Climate change is scientific fact; it is real and its effects are felt around the world. Climate change poses significant longterm 
national security threats to the United States. Drought, severe storms, floods and rising sea levels are just some of the consequences of 
climate change. 

 
31. We Are All Venetians Now 
Are the world's major cities ready for the rising waters and freak storms of tomorrow? 
(FOREIGN POLICY 31 OCT 12) ... Frank Jacobs 

We are a coast-hugging species. About 44 percent of the world's population live beside the seaside, and that number is set to rise. 
Why? Maritime commerce and easy access to all that lovely seafood spring to mind. But maybe there's a more fundamental reason, a 
human instinct touched upon by the sailor Ishmael, explaining his aquatic affection on the very first page of Moby Dick: "If they but 
knew it, almost all men in their degree, some time or other, cherish nearly the same feelings towards the ocean with me." 
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TOP STORIES: 
1. China And Japan Looking To The U.S. On Disputed Islands 
(WASHINGTON POST 31 OCT 12) ... Max Fisher 

As China and Japan continue to wrangle over a chain of 
uninhabited islands that have sparked protests in both 
countries, near-miss naval incidents, and lots of tough words, 
diplomats from both Asian powers are increasingly 
emphasizing the United States’s role in the dispute. 

The United States seems to be trying to stay as far away 
from the dispute as possible. But the fact that both China and 
Japan already seem to perceive the United States as implicitly 
involved, simply by virtue of it being the dominant Pacific 
military and diplomatic power, speaks to the difficulty 
America may face in navigating the coming Pacific century. 

The official U.S. position on the islands — Diaoyu in 
Chinese, Senkaku in Japanese, claimed by both — is a bit 
contradictory. The State Department says it has no position 
and leaves it to China and Japan to decide, but also that, in the 
event of a military conflict over the island, America’s treaty 
with Japan would require it to take that country’s side. 

Neither Japan nor China seems to see U.S. non-
involvement as satisfactory, or even as truly neutral. Tuesday, 
at a Beijing-organized event, a veteran Chinese diplomat 
accused the United States of using the islands to stir up 
Chinese-Japanese tensions. He urged the United States to 
restrain Japan and push for diplomatic negotiations, which The 
New York Times called “the most detailed public exposition 
of China’s views” yet. 

Meanwhile, Japan’s new ambassador to the United States 
insisted Wednesday that America’s “stance cannot be neutral 
if it is to respond firmly in the event of use of force or 
provocation.” Chinese ships have been pushing near the 
islands more aggressively, so Japan may be seeking louder 
American support as a deterrent. 

There are two revealing ironies to this. The first is that the 
island dispute is at its root about nationalism, about Japan and 
China treating their respective claims as matters of national 
pride, to both affirm and be affirmed by their national 
greatness. But appealing to the superpower on the other end of 
the Pacific would not seem to convey much in the way of 
national greatness. 

The other irony gets to the Obama administration’s effort 
to open a “Pacific century” of American leadership in Asia. 
The United States, in this thinking, has been mired for decades 
in the toxic politics of the Middle East. But the forces driving 
East Asian regional politics aren’t always as clean, 
manageable, and U.S.-friendly as economic development and 
trade. Asian nationalisms are some of the strongest in the 
world, particularly in China and Japan, and the logic of 
nationalism doesn’t always line up with the logic of regional 
cooperation. 

If the United States wants to maintain the sort of 
leadership position in the Pacific that both China and Japan 
seem to believe it currently holds, then Asia’s powers may 
continue looking to it on regional disputes such as this one. 
Indeed, if Japan and China perceive the United States as 
implicitly involved already, then non-involvement isn’t really 
even an option. Reacting to a dispute like this one wouldn’t 
just mean helping Japan and China through diplomatic 
negotiations, but wading into the complex, superheated 
nationalisms of Asia, which are rooted in ancient cultural 
attitudes, in still-fresh grievances, and in the tricky internal 
politics of both nations. And you thought the Middle East was 
complicated. 

Return to Index 
 

2. Greenert: Navy To Focus On Health Of Force, Naval Dominance 
(STARS AND STRIPES 31 OCT 12) ... Jennifer Hlad 

WASHINGTON – As he moves into his second year as 
chief of naval operations, Adm. Jonathan Greenert has 
outlined a plan for the future of the Navy that emphasizes 
tracking and protecting the health of the force while asserting 
military dominance. 

Greenert laid out his goals in a report called "sailing 
directions" last year. His new position report, unveiled 
Tuesday, discusses how the Navy has fared and addresses the 
impact of some unanticipated changes. 

One of those unexpected factors is the demand for Navy 
forces, Greenert said. For example, the USS Stennis was sent 
back to the Middle East early because of tensions in the 
region, and the Navy has committed to keeping eight 
minesweepers in the Persian Gulf through December – four 
more than originally planned. The sea service also is 
rebalancing its ships to increase the presence in the Western 
Pacific by 20 percent in 2020, and is planning to base four 
destroyers in Rota, Spain, by 2015. 

As ships and Sailors are shifted, Greenert said he wants to 
go back to an emphasis on individual tempo – how long 
individual Sailors have been away from home. The Navy 
tracks the deployment times and patterns of its ships, but it has 

gotten away from keeping good data on the deployment 
patterns of its Sailors, Greenert said. He wants to look at ways 
to reduce the time away, in part by cutting back on repeated 
training and certifications or by doing some training once the 
ship is underway. 

Greenert said he also wants to renew the Navy’s focus on 
problems like suicide and sexual assault. 

“Suicides are creeping up, and we don’t know precisely 
why. And that needs our attention,” he said. 

The number of sexual assaults reported each year has not 
declined, he said. To address that, Greenert said he wants to 
look at how a pilot program at Naval Station Great Lakes 
reduced reported sexual assaults by 75 percent over an 18-
month period. He wants to make sure that training doesn’t 
focus only on victims and how they can get help, but also 
encourages “intrusive and caring leadership” to prevent 
attacks and to make sure everyone understands that sexual 
assault is a crime that will not be tolerated. 

Though Greenert stressed the importance of personal 
character and accountability for all commanders in a message 
to Navy leaders last year, the report does not address 
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leadership accountability or the nearly 20 commanders who have been relieved or removed this year. 
Return to Index 
 

3. Navy Sends Warships to Hard-Hit New York, New Jersey Area 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 31 OCT 12) ... Tony Capaccio 

The U.S. Navy is sending three large-deck amphibious 
ships to waters off of New York and New Jersey to assist in 
storm recovery and relief, according to the Navy’s chief of 
information. 

“The Navy is moving ships to be closer to the areas 
affected by the hurricane,” Rear Admiral John Kirby, the 
service’s chief spokesman, said in a blog posting today. 

The Pentagon said in a separate update on military 
assistance that 10,000 Army and Air Force National Guard 
personnel have been mobilized to provide support in the 13 
states that were hit hardest by superstorm Sandy. 

While the three ships haven’t been officially assigned to 
post-storm duties, Kirby said the moves “will allow our forces 
to be best-postured to minimize the amount of time it will take 
these forces to get on station if tasked.” 

The USS Wasp, USS San Antonio and USS Carter Hall 
are being sent from Norfolk, Virginia. The San Antonio is the 
lead ship in the new $18.8 billion, 12-ship LPD-17 class. The 
three vessels are capable of carrying Navy helicopters or 
refueling Army choppers. 

The Wasp was already out to sea riding out the storm 
when it headed north “to be better positioned,” Kirby said, and 
the other ships today were ordered to follow. 

Sending Pumps 
In other moves by the military, the Pentagon said in an e- 

mailed statement that the U.S. Transportation Command 
airlifted about 120 medical personnel to New York City to 
reinforce staff providing care to nursing home residents and 
at-risk elderly patients. 

Transport aircraft also were on standby and medical 
personnel were being brought in from Colorado, Ohio, and 
Texas. 

The Army Corps of Engineers has received 25 
assignments so far from the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency for assistance, including missions in New York City 
to deliver and use “high- volume” water pumps to drain 
flooded areas, according to the Pentagon. 

The equipment includes 25 pumps being shipped from 
New Orleans. The U.S. Northern Command, which is 
coordinating the military’s assistance, is providing an 
additional 100 pumps to FEMA, the Pentagon said. 

Return to Index 
 
 

ASIA – PACIFIC: 
4. Korean Plan Sparks Speculation About U.S. Missile Defense 
(KOREA HERALD 01 NOV 12) ... Song Sang-ho 

SEOUL -- Korea's Defense Ministry's rare unveiling this 
week of the country's missile defense concept has sparked 
speculation that it is setting the mood for purchasing a U.S.-
made advanced missile program to handle North Korea's 
threats. 

The ministry on Tuesday outlined its low-tier missile 
interception system, saying that a North Korean ballistic 
missile can be detected some 40 seconds after lift-off first by 
the U.S. early warning satellite. 

It said that without it, it would take at least 100 seconds to 
detect a hostile missile launch with its ground-based Israeli-
made Green Pine early warning radar system and Aegis ship-
based radars. 

While highlighting the importance of intelligence 
cooperation with the U.S., the ministry alluded to the need to 
upgrade its current Patriot Advanced Capability-2, which has 
an accuracy rate of below 40 percent. 

The South has deployed German-made PAC-2 missiles 
since 2009 following its decision in 2007 to purchase 48 of 
them with a budget of 1 trillion won ($9.17 billion). 

The missiles with fragmentation-type warheads are less 
lethal than the U.S.-made PAC-3 with warheads employing 
"hit-to-kill" technology. The accuracy rate of the PAC-3 
system stands at around 80-90 percent. 

In the late 2000s, Seoul considered purchasing PAC-3 
systems but could not push for it due to budgetary constraints 
and critics' argument that the program would be a prelude to 

Seoul's participation in the U.S-led global ballistic missile 
defense shield. 

The ministry's apparent reference to the need for more 
advanced PAC-3 systems has reignited speculation that Seoul 
is learning toward joining the U.S. missile defense, despite its 
repeated denials. 

The PAC-3 system along with a ship-based missile 
system, called the Standard Missile-3, is part of the core 
components of America's missile defense strategy. 

Seoul has long remained reluctant to join the U.S. MD 
program as it could provoke not only Pyongyang but also 
China given that Washington has been rebalancing its military 
priorities toward the Asia-Pacific in what analysts say is a 
move to keep China in check. 

Some observers argue that as Japan has been in close 
coordination with the U.S. over the MD program, Washington 
may feel uneasy about South Korea being indecisive over the 
missile cooperation. 

As critics continuously suspect Seoul is moving to join 
the U.S. MD, the ministry has stressed that it was an 
"independent" low-tier "Korea Air Missile Defense system" 
different from the comprehensive global missile defense 
program. 

The KAMD system tailored for South Korean terrain is 
designed to intercept hostile missiles or combat aircraft at an 
altitude of 10-30 kilometers. 

The U.S.-led missile shield, however, aims to intercept 
intercontinental ballistic missiles heading toward its mainland 
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with ground-based interceptors for high-altitude targets, ship-
based Standard Missile 3 for mid-altitude targets or Patriot 
Advanced Capability-3 for low-altitude missions. 

The North has remained a constant security concern not 
only for the South, but also for Japan and the U.S. 

Pyongyang's Taepodong-2 missile under development is 
presumed to have a range of more than 6,700 km, enough to 
hit parts of Alaska, but still short of reaching the U.S. 
mainland. The missile's tests have so far failed. 

The longest-range North Korean ballistic missile, 
deployed since 2007, is the Musudan missile with a range of 
3,000-4,000 km. This missile, in theory, brings Guam, a key 
U.S. strategic base in the Asia-Pacific region, within its range. 

At the annual Security Consultative Meeting held in 
Washington on Oct. 24, the allies agreed to bolster their 
missile defense cooperation. 

Military officials say that intelligence cooperation is 
crucial between the South's Air and Missile Defense-Cell and 
the U.S. Forces Korea's Theater Missile Defense-Cell. The 
two bodies are missile interception control centers for the 
allies. 

Experts argue that the South may need to seek a more 
complete missile defense program rather than focusing on 
only interceptors given that it lacks intelligence-gathering 
capabilities. 

Return to Index 
 

5. China's Stealth Fighter In Flight Test 
(SOUTH CHINA MORNING POST (HONG KONG) 31 OCT 12) ... Minnie Chan 

China has successfully tested its second stealth fighter, a 
smaller, twin-engine jet that military analysts said could 
potentially allow it to one day fly missions from an aircraft 
carrier. 

In-flight photos of the new fighter - which has been 
dubbed the "J-31" by military enthusiasts - were posted on 
Chinese military forums and picked up by the website of 
Global Times, a newspaper published by People's Daily. 

The photos showed a black Shenyang Aircraft Industry-
designed jet flying alongside China's indigenous J-11B. The 
code J31001 was written on its nose. 

The trial by the Aviation Industry Corporation of China 
(Avic) subsidiary makes China only the second nation after 
the United States to test successfully two fifth-generation, 
advanced, multirole fighters. The development is likely to 
stoke discussion about the budding military rivalry between 
the two nations. 

Another Avic subsidiary - the Chengdu Aircraft Design 
Institute - staged a successful test flight of the J-20 stealth 
fighter in January of last year - as President Hu Jintao was 
meeting then-U.S. defence secretary Robert Gates in Beijing. 

Military analysts said the new jet's design suggested the 
People's Liberation Army might use it to arm and escort 
aircraft carriers like the Liaoning, which was officially 
deployed last month. The PLA currently lacks a carrier-based 
fighter jet. 

"The prototype of the J31001 might become a carrier-
based fighter jet in the future because its size is smaller and 

slimmer than the J-20," said Senior Colonel Li Jie , a Beijing-
based naval expert. "But compared with the development 
progress of J-20, there is still a long way to go." 

Li said that the PLA has not yet given the prototype a 
formal designation and cautioned that the "J-31" name often 
used was incorrect. 

Andrei Chang, editor-in-chief of the Canadian-based 
Kanwa Asian Defence Monthly, said the flight provided 
further evidence that Shenyang Aircraft, which has been 
known for its copies of Soviet-designed Su-series fighters, was 
now successfully cloning U.S. planes. 

Chang said the new prototype appears to have borrowed 
features from the U.S. Air Force's twin-engine F-22 and U.S. 
Navy's single-engine F-35C. 

Chang said Shenyang Aircraft was more interested in 
deploying it on the PLA's budding carrier fleet than selling it 
on the international market as they had originally claimed. 

"As far as I know, the PLA Air Force didn't get involved 
in this project, but it's not clear whether the navy is one of the 
investors." Chang said. 

Xu Guangyu , of the China Arms Control and 
Disarmament Association in Beijing, said yesterday's test 
flight showed China was now second only to the U.S. in 
stealth technology. 

"But there is still a huge gap between China and the U.S.' 
fighter jet technologies because we are still testing our both 
the J-20 and the J-31," Xu said. "It might take another couple 
of years before we can put them on the production line." 

Return to Index 
 

6. Frequent Osprey Flight Violations Reported In Okinawa In First Month 
(ASAHI SHIMBUN 31 OCT 12) ... Satoshi Okumura, Norio Yatsu and Tsukasa Kimura 

Feeling betrayed by Tokyo, local officials in Okinawa 
Prefecture are scrutinizing flights of the U.S. military's Osprey 
transport aircraft and have reported numerous safety violations 
in its first month of operations there. 

Osprey training flights began on Oct. 4. The following 
day, the Okinawa prefectural government instructed 27 
municipal governments, including many that host U.S. 
military facilities, to provide times, locations and other details 
about Osprey flights. 

About 200 reports were submitted as of Oct. 30. Most 
came from Ginowan, where the U.S. Marine Corps Air Station 

Futenma is located, the densely populated capital of Naha, and 
the village of Ie on Iejima island. 

At the Ginowan municipal government building, workers 
stood on the roof to check for Osprey flights. They reported 97 
landings or takeoffs at Futenma over 16 days to Oct. 30. 

Huge protests erupted in Okinawa Prefecture and other 
parts of Japan over the deployment of the Osprey to Okinawa 
Prefecture. Residents and local leaders cited the spotty safety 
record of the aircraft, and they repeated that the island 
prefecture continues to shoulder the overwhelming burden of 
hosting U.S. military bases under the Japan-U.S. security 
alliance. 
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Under flight rules established by Japan and the United 
States, the Osprey will try to avoid as much as possible flying 
over heavily populated areas, including schools. The rules also 
state that the tilt-rotor aircraft will only fly in helicopter mode 
within a U.S. military base, except when this mode is 
necessary from an operational standpoint. 

Ginowan officials said they have confirmed at least 15 
occasions when the Osprey entered or left the Futenma base 
while in helicopter mode. 

Naha city government officials reported 19 cases in which 
the Osprey flew over residential areas in helicopter mode. 

The Okinawa Defense Bureau must rely on eyewitness 
accounts from bureau workers and local government officials 
because the U.S. military is not passing on details about flight 
routes or the training exercises. 

The reports show a pattern of the aircraft leaving Futenma 
to fly toward the northern part of the main island or to Iejima 
island and returning to Futenma after about two or three hours. 

The U.S. military appears to be testing out various flight 
patterns in preparation for full-scale operations. In some 
instances, Osprey have been seen flying with a bucket hanging 
from the bottom over such municipalities as Nago and Onna, 
apparently during fire-extinguishing exercises. 

The aircraft began night flights in late October. The rules 
limit such flights until 10 p.m., but one Osprey reportedly 
landed at Futenma after that time on Oct. 30. 

Hirofumi Takeda, the director-general of the Okinawa 
Defense Bureau, said a single instance of an Osprey in 
helicopter mode over an urban area did not constitute a 
violation of the rules, and that a comprehensive judgment 
could only be made after collecting more information. 

"We have yet to confirm any immediate violations of the 
Japan-U.S. agreement," Takeda said at an Oct. 25 news 
conference. 

According to officials with the U.S. Marines in Okinawa, 
about 560 landings and takeoffs a month will occur when full-
scale operations of the 12 Osprey at Futenma begin. 

One U.S. official told The Asahi Shimbun on Oct. 30 that 
Osprey flights were being handled under the Japan-U.S. 
agreement. The official did not say when full-scale operations 
would begin or when training flights on the main islands of 
Japan were scheduled. 

Defense Minister Satoshi Morimoto indicated that 
additional Osprey flights could eventually be made--by 
Japan's Self-Defense Forces. 

"We are currently studying whether it will be useful for 
Japan," he told reporters on Oct. 30. "While we have not cut 
off all roads for its use, we also are not thinking about 
immediate deployment." 

Ie village, located about 9 kilometers west off the coast of 
the main Okinawa island, has seen some of the heaviest 
Osprey activity in the prefecture. The U.S. military maintains 
an auxiliary airfield in the western part of Iejima island. 

Ie government workers have been assigned on a rotating 
basis outside the airfield to keep an eye on Osprey flights. 
Their reports have been passed on to the Okinawa prefectural 
government and the Okinawa Defense Bureau. 

As of Oct. 25, 19 Osprey aircraft took off or landed 386 
times at the airfield. On Oct. 25 alone, seven aircraft made 
more than 100 takeoffs or landings from around 9 a.m. to 8:20 
p.m. 

Yoshihisa Henzan, 51, a cattle rancher in an area next to 
the airfield, said he spotted one Osprey flying with a concrete 
block hanging from its bottom on Oct. 22. 

The area had been used for parachute exercises. In 2002, 
three water tanks weighing a combined total of more than 70 
kilograms were dropped on his ranch by mistake. 

"There is no guarantee that concrete blocks will not drop, 
too," Henzan said. 
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7. Indonesia Suspects New Terrorist Links 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 01 NOV 12) ... Eric Bellman and Ben Otto 

JAKARTA—A group of 11 suspected terrorists arrested 
in Indonesia in the past week for allegedly planning to attack 
the U.S. Embassy and other American targets is likely 
connected to remnants of a long-established, al Qaeda-linked 
organization, according to Indonesia's counterterrorism chief. 

The official, Ansyaad Mbai, said interrogation of the 
group would likely show they are linked with Jemaah 
Islamiyah, which was al Qaeda's chief franchise in Southeast 
Asia and the organization that carried out the Bali bombings 
10 years ago. The group "looked new at first, but we've found 
that they're connected to the previous terrorist networks," Mr. 
Mbai told The Wall Street Journal. 

The arrests came as counterterrorism forces stepped up 
operations outside the traditional militant breeding grounds of 
Central Java, on the northern island of Sulawesi. Police on 
Wednesday killed one suspect and arrested two others in a 
shootout in the Sulawesi town of Poso. 

The three were suspected of being involved with terrorist 
training and the assassination of a police officer, said Boy 
Rafli Amar, spokesman for the national police. Officers of 
Indonesia's Western-trained terrorist-investigation squad, 

Detachment 88, found guns, pipe bombs and bomb-making 
materials after the arrests, Mr. Amar said. 

Mr. Mbai, the counterterrorism chief, said Poso is the new 
front in Indonesia's fight to suppress violent Islamist groups. 
The area has been racked by episodes of communal violence, 
and since the late 1990s, and foreigners are restricted from 
traveling there officials say militants are fomenting sectarian 
unrest between Muslims and Christians in Poso to destabilize 
the country and promote their ultimate goal of creating an 
Islamic nation. 

"The center of gravity for terrorism in Indonesia is Solo 
[in Central Java], but Poso is used as the training grounds 
now," Mr. Mbai said. "The situation is already critical. People 
are scared." 

He said it was possible that some of the men arrested in 
the past week in the alleged plot against the U.S. Embassy in 
Jakarta received training in Poso. The 11 suspects were all 
apprehended in cities on Java: Bogor, Solo and Madiun. 

Indonesian police said the suspects were planning attacks 
on the embassy, the U.S. Consulate in Surabaya and an office 
of the Indonesian arm of Freeport-McMoRan Copper & Gold 
Inc., the U.S. mining company. 
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American authorities welcomed the arrests, while the U.S. 
Embassy said Americans should remain vigilant and avoid 
large crowds and other gatherings that might turn violent. 

Indonesian police identified the 11 suspects as being from 
a little-known group called Haraqah Sunni for Indonesian 
Society, or Hasmi. 

The suspects have yet to be appointed lawyers so 
representatives couldn't be reached. Under Indonesian law, the 
police can detain and interrogate suspects in terror offenses for 
up to seven days before they are allowed lawyers. 

The group turned its attention to American targets in part 
for revenge following the insulting anti-Islam video clip, that 
was made in the U.S. and triggered protests around the 
Muslim world, Mr. Amar said. 

"From the investigation so far, we know that one of the 
reasons why they will launch the act of terrorism is this movie, 
which they view is a blasphemy against Islam," Mr. Amar 
said. 

President Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono, in a speech 
Tuesday, called on Indonesia's citizens to combat terrorism 
but said that the rest of the world needs to be careful about 
angering radical elements. 

"I am also calling on to the world, to countries to uphold 
mutual respect and be sensitive to [values] in other 
communities, in other nations, in other religions," Mr. 
Yudhoyono said. "Stop blasphemies." 

Indonesia has more than 200 million Muslims out of a 
population of more than 240 million. The overwhelming 
majority of Indonesians are moderate and support the 
country's secular democratic system, which has brought a 
period of unprecedented economic growth and interest by 
foreign investors in recent years. 

The boom has been accompanied by the decline of large, 
organized terrorist groups, analysts say. Jemaah Islamiyah 
carried out the 2002 bombings on the resort island of Bali that 
killed 202 people, mostly foreign tourists, but hasn't carried 
out a major attack since 2009. Though many high-profile 
members have been killed or arrested, some operatives have 
survived. 

Smaller, less-organized groups, some with loose links to 
Jemaah Islamiyah's former leadership, continue to plan and 
carry out smaller acts of terror, police say. 

Mr. Mbai attributed the continued presence of small terror 
groups partly to a weak legal framework for curbing hate 
speech and other forms of fomenting intolerance. 

"If you want to stop terrorism, we cannot just physically 
clear the militants; the ideas of radicalism remain," Mr. Mbai 
said. "Provocation in the form of hate speech and fomenting 
animosity is a crime in countries around the world, but not in 
Indonesia." 

"As long as we cannot stop hate speech in Indonesia, 
terrorism will continue to exist here," he said. 

Southeast Asia's terror problems aren't confined to 
Indonesia. Lebanese authorities last week arrested two 
Malaysian citizens in Beirut on suspicion of having links with 
al Qaeda, Malaysia said this week. Malaysia's foreign ministry 
said the suspects were linked to al Qaeda. 

Marwan Sinno, the Beirut lawyer representing the two 
Malaysians, said they had been accused of working for al 
Qaeda and planning a terrorist act in neighboring Syria. Mr. 
Sinno said they weren't guilty and had been forced to confess 
under pressure. 
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MIDEAST: 
8. U.S. Pulls Support For Key Anti-Assad Bloc 
White House Says New Syria Opposition Group, Including On-Ground Fighters, Should Replace Paris-
Based Exile Council 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 01 NOV 12) ... Jay Solomon and Nour Malas 

Secretary of State Hillary Clinton called for an overhaul 
of Syria's political opposition, pulling U.S. support for the 
main exile-led group in favor of those fighting President 
Bashar al-Assad's forces on the front lines. 

Mrs. Clinton's announcement Wednesday marked a shift 
of U.S. policy and reflected months of growing American 
frustration with the Syrian National Council, the Paris-based 
body initially charged by the West to galvanize opposition to 
Mr. Assad. 

Her comments also suggested a U.S. attempt to forge 
greater influence over Syria's opposition, which Turkey and 
the Gulf states, such as Qatar and Saudi Arabia, have most 
strongly affected. The new initiative is led by Robert Ford, the 
former U.S. ambassador to Damascus. 

"This cannot be an opposition represented by people who 
have many good attributes but have in many instances not 
been inside Syria for 20, 30 or 40 years," Mrs. Clinton said at 
a news conference during a visit to Zagreb, Croatia. "There 
has to be a representation of those who are on the front lines 
fighting and dying today to obtain their freedom." 

U.S. officials said they have increasingly realized that the 
SNC has become largely irrelevant to the conflict, which is 
being driven by heavily armed rebel militias. Most of the arms 
coming to these groups are supplied by the Gulf states and are 
flowing through Turkey, according to U.S. and Arab officials. 

Mrs. Clinton said the State Department had in recent 
weeks provided to international partners a list of names and 
organizations that should play a central role in the making of a 
new organizational structure for the Syrian opposition 
movement. She said the Obama administration has focused on 
weeding out groups with Islamist extremist agendas or ties to 
terrorist groups, such as al Qaeda. 

"We also need an opposition that will be on record 
strongly resisting the efforts by extremists to hijack the Syrian 
revolution," Mrs. Clinton said. "There are disturbing reports of 
extremists going into Syria and attempting to take over what 
has been a legitimate revolution against an oppressive regime 
for their own purposes." 

Mrs. Clinton's comments come ahead of a conference 
Qatar is hosting next week for opposition groups and 
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representatives from the U.S., European Union and key 
Mideast states. They also come days before a U.S. presidential 
election in which the issue of U.S. involvement in Syria has 
become a major issue. 

President Barack Obama and his Republican presidential 
opponent, Mitt Romney, have both ruled out ordering a direct 
U.S. military role in helping to oust Mr. Assad. Mr. Romney 
has charged Mr. Obama with not doing enough to support 
Syria's opposition and said a Republican administration would 
see to it that rebel fighters obtain arms. The White House has 
ruled out directly arming rebels, fearing weapons could fall 
into hostile hands, though U.S. officials say they are providing 
intelligence, humanitarian aid and communications tools. 

The rebellion against Mr. Assad, which began in March 
2011, has claimed more than 35,000 lives, say human-rights 
groups. Sectarian tensions and fighting linked to the conflict 
are spilling over Syria's borders into Lebanon, Jordan, Iraq 
and Turkey. 

On Wednesday, bombings and fighting ripped through 
many cities, as activists reported some of the heaviest 
government bombardment on areas around the capital, 
Damascus. In rebel-held Atarib, 12 miles west of Aleppo city, 
government artillery hit a queue of people waiting for bread at 
a makeshift bakery, killing at least 15 people, a witness said. 
Just three miles away, rebels have surrounded the 46th Special 
Forces Regiment for about a month now and say they can't 
take it over because they lack ammunition. 

Activist video showed black plumes of smoke rising from 
just near the Aleppo Citadel, a Unesco World Heritage Site, 
though there were conflicting reports on whether the medieval 
palace was directly hit. The Syrian Observatory for Human 
Rights, a U.K. based opposition watchdog, said 187 people 
were killed across the country. 

A primary reason the U.S. seeks Mr. Assad's overthrow is 
to weaken his main ally Iran, by curtailing Tehran's ability to 
ship arms to its own allies in Lebanon and the Palestinian 
territories. U.S. intelligence agencies believe Tehran is 
providing arms, training and money to Mr. Assad. 

Syria's political opposition has taken a back seat since 
early this year to the local fighting groups waging an 
insurgency against the Assad regime, said U.S. and Arab 
officials. Exiled political leaders had trouble keeping up with 
the changing nature of the fighting groups, which began 
mostly with military defectors and local revolutionaries taking 
up arms, but have increasingly attracted foreign fighters and 
jihadists. 

Meanwhile, the SNC's role as interlocutor with world 
powers became redundant amid a stalemate between the 
Syrian regime's international supporters and opponents. Even 
a preliminary deal between the SNC and the Free Syrian 
Army, an umbrella group aiming to represent the armed 
opposition, frayed, as the army could no longer claim control 
over the growing insurgency. 

Syrian opposition leaders say the U.S. began to distance 
itself from the SNC in May, when the group boycotted an 

Arab League-sponsored meeting in Cairo to help unify the 
opposition and bring more groups under the council's 
umbrella. 

Repeated efforts to stem bickering between Islamist and 
secular factions on the council, as well as try to provide the 
council with better representation on the ground in Syria, have 
failed. 

U.S. officials have recently focused on improving 
contacts with opposition leaders inside the country, including 
those leading military councils. 

After parts of Idlib and Aleppo provinces fell into rebel 
hands this summer, U.S. and European officials working on 
Syria have focused their efforts on grooming what is being 
called "local administrative councils," a blend of civilian and 
military leaders that can assume governance for semi-liberated 
areas. It is these local councils that the U.S. hopes to draw into 
a new opposition body. 

Some founding members of the SNC view the initiative 
with suspicion, saying the U.S. has conducted an inconsistent 
Syria policy. "We have a big challenge ahead in Doha," said 
Samir Nashar, a member of the SNC's executive body and 
prominent political dissident. "The Americans are trying to 
pressure all regional states to abandon the SNC and make it 
one component of a different body. This is not the first time 
they tried to do this." 

Still, administration officials say the new plan has gained 
the tentative support of many in the SNC. And they say the 
intention is not to marginalize the council, but draw it into a 
wider body with more Syria-based members that can work 
more effectively on issues like humanitarian support. 

The SNC, which recently expanded to 420 members from 
280 members in a bid to become more inclusive, is expected 
to hold separate meetings in Doha on electing a new executive 
body, before joining consultations on the new U.S.-led 
initiative. 

The idea is to form a separate, 50-member body in which 
the SNC would hold 15 seats, people involved in talks on the 
initiative said. 

The newly created local administrative councils would 
hold about 14 seats, while the rest would go to political 
representatives from Syria's Kurdish minority, as well as 
prominent opposition personalities. U.S. officials have pushed 
for the new body to be led by Riad Seif, a secular, Sunni 
dissident from Damascus who is largely popular and left the 
country this summer. 

But the plan is already being viewed with skepticism. A 
U.S. and European push to give a prominent role in the 
opposition for Manaf Tlass—a high-ranking military defector 
and another secular, Sunni figure—fizzled after Mr. Tlass 
failed to gather enough support from revolutionaries on the 
ground. 

"The U.S. has repeatedly chosen figures it wants to place 
as regime alternatives, but those alternatives have been 
repeatedly shot down by the street," said another founding 
member of the SNC. 
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9. Rebels Clash With Kurds In Syria’s North 
Violence exposes frictions, threatens to open new front in war 
(WASHINGTON POST 01 NOV 12) ... Liz Sly 

BEIRUT — Nearly a week of fighting between Kurds and 
Arab rebels in northern Syria risks opening a new front in the 
already bloody battle for control of the country, underscoring 
the complexity of a conflict that threatens to ignite sectarian 
and ethnic tensions across the region. 

Efforts were underway Wednesday between the 
leadership of the rebel Free Syrian Army and Kurdish 
representatives in Turkey to negotiate an end to the clashes, in 
which scores of hostages have been seized and more than 40 
fighters on both sides killed. 

But the eruption of violence exposed little-noticed 
frictions that have been building between the mostly Arab 
Syrian opposition forces seeking to oust President Bashar al-
Assad and Syrian Kurds, who increasingly see the revolt as an 
opportunity to extend their long-standing aspirations for the 
autonomy — and perhaps independence — of Kurdish areas 
across the region. 

“This is setting the stage for a conflict that is going to 
come,” said Joost Hiltermann, deputy director of the Middle 
East and North Africa program at the International Crisis 
Group. And unless Syria’s already divided opposition takes 
steps to address Kurdish aspirations in a meaningful way, 
chances are high that a wider Arab-Kurdish war could follow 
any regime change in Damascus, he said. 

The clashes have been small compared with the 
unchecked battles engulfing the country between the rebels 
and Assad loyalists. The opposition Local Coordination 
Committees said at least 104 people were killed Wednesday, 
many in airstrikes the government is increasingly relying on to 
try to crush the revolt. A bomb killed seven near the Sayeda 
Zeinab shrine, an important Shiite religious site on the edge of 
Damascus. Iraqi Shiites have warnedthat damage to the shrine 
could draw them deeper into the battle for Syria. 

The Kurdish-Arab fighting only adds a new dimension to 
a conflict that risks embroiling Syria’s neighbors, including 
Turkey, which has expressed growing alarm at the 
assertiveness of Syria’s Kurds since Assad’s army withdrew 
from northeastern Syria in August, effectively giving Kurds 
control over the area. 

The fighting first flared Friday after what appears to have 
been a misunderstanding between the Free Syrian Army units 
battling to drive government forces out of the northern city of 
Aleppo and the main Syrian Kurdish militia, which has 
steadily been asserting its control over Kurdish areas across 
the north. 

Free Syrian Army rebels had entered the Kurdish 
neighborhood of Ashrafiyeh the previous day under what they 
said at the time was an agreement with the military wing of 
the Kurdish movement PYD, or Democratic Union Party, 
which is allied with Kurdish militants across the border in 
Turkey. 

On Friday, Kurds staged demonstrations against the 
rebels, fearing that their presence would invite retaliation from 
the government in the form of airstrikes and artillery barrages. 
The two sides give conflicting accounts of exactly how the 

fighting flared, but a video posted online by a Kurdish news 
channel makes clear that shots were fired at the demonstrators, 
prompting retaliation by the PYD that ended only after 30 
rebels and 15 Kurdish fighters were killed and the rebels were 
ejected from the neighborhood. 

Two days later, the hostilities spilled into the northern 
area of Aleppo province from which government forces were 
driven out by rebels months ago. An exchange of the hundreds 
of hostages seized by both sides in the Aleppo clashes soured 
after one of the Kurds was returned dead, bearing marks of 
torture inflicted by the rebels. Opposition fighters in the 
border town of Azaz fired shells at the nearby Kurdish village 
of Qastal Jendo. Early Wednesday, PYD fighters ambushed 
rebel fighters near the rebel-controlled Turkish border crossing 
of Bab al-Salameh, killing one and injuring two. 

Compounding the complexity of the fight, however, are 
splits within both sides, which raise questions about whether 
the violence can be contained. 

Col. Malik al-Kurdi, a spokesman for the Free Syrian 
Army in Turkey, called the attacks on Kurds a “mistake” and 
said the units involved, which he refused to name, do not fall 
under the control of the mainstream rebel leadership. 

Kurds say that fighters from the extremist group Jabhat 
al-Nusra, suspected of adherence to the ideologies espoused 
by al-Qaeda, started the shooting in the city of Aleppo and that 
another rebel unit that does not fall under the Free Syrian 
Army’s command, the Northern Storm Brigade, launched the 
attacks on the Kurdish village from the rebel-controlled town 
of Azaz. 

Abu Louay al-Haleb, a spokesman for the rebels in Azaz, 
accused the Kurdish militia of seeking to exploit rebel gains in 
the north to press their independence demands. “It is obvious 
what is happening,” he said. “The Free Syrian Army is about 
to finish the battle of Aleppo and the PKK is trying to occupy 
the area to create their future country,” he said, referring to the 
militant Kurdish rebel group that has been waging war against 
Turkey for decades. 

The Syrian Kurdish movement, however, has cast the 
attacks as a plot fomented by Turkey to crush Kurdish 
aspirations “and eliminate the relative freedom enjoyed by the 
Kurdish people in Western Kurdistan,” a reference to the 
northeastern areas of Syria that have recently fallen under 
Kurdish control. 

But Kurdish allegiances are also sharply divided between 
the PYD and the more moderate Kurdish National Council, 
which has sought an accommodation with the Syrian 
opposition. Tensions now are building among Kurds over 
approaches to the Syria conflict, said Kawa Youssef of the 
Kurdish Youth Movement, a moderate group sympathetic to 
the Syrian opposition. 

“This is turning into a very big problem,” he said, 
warning of the risk that Kurds may also fight among 
themselves. 

Ahmed Ramadan and Suzan Haidamous contributed to 
this report. 
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10. Lebanon’s Sunnis At Risk Of Radicalization 
Recent strife exposes some troubling shifts in group’s loyalties 
(WASHINGTON POST 01 NOV 12) ... Liz Sly 

BEIRUT — In the cramped, working-class neighborhood 
of Tariq al-Jdeideh, the last pocket of Sunni control in the 
Lebanese capital, the walls tell the story of a community in the 
throes of a potentially profound transformation. 

Faded portraits of the mainstream Sunni leader Saad 
Hariri, left over from the last crisis that engulfed Lebanon, are 
gradually being eclipsed by a newer symbol, the black flag 
inscribed with the Islamic creed that is often linked to the 
global al-Qaeda franchise. 

The young Sunni fighters who describe themselves as the 
defenders of the neighborhood disavow affiliations or even 
sympathies with the extremist organization. Indeed, they say 
they have no connections to any group, including Hariri’s 
Future Movement, ostensibly the country’s largest Sunni 
political faction. 

But the strife that erupted in the wake of the recent 
assassination of a prominent Sunni intelligence chief exposed 
some worrying shifts in the allegiances of Lebanon’s Sunnis 
that have been underway in the years since the Shiite militia 
Hezbollah seized control of the streets of mostly Sunni West 
Beirut in 2008, inflicting a humiliating defeat on Hariri 
loyalists. 

Tariq al-Jdeideh was the only enclave not to be overrun 
by Hezbollah, after the Lebanese army intervened to prevent 
further bloodshed. It remains a flash point, where tempers 
flare whenever sectarian tensions are stoked, as they were 
after the killing of Brig. Gen. Wissam al-Hassan in a 
meticulously executed bombing on Oct. 19. 

The clashes have since subsided, along with concerns that 
his death, blamed by Sunnis on the government of Syrian 
President Bashar al-Assad, would herald a spillover of the 
Syrian conflict into Lebanon, at least for the time being. 

The anger remains, however, exacerbating a growing 
sense of alienation from a political system that many Sunnis 
feel has brought them few rewards. 

“Our sect doesn’t help us. No one helps us. Here, it is 
every man for himself,” said Abu Ammar, the leader of a 
group of fighters who participated in the recent clashes and 
had gathered at a small kebab shop to discuss their grievances. 
“We work three jobs just so that we can buy our own 
weapons.” 

The fighters hang the black flag not to display allegiance 
to any particular group but because “it represents Sunnis,” said 
another of the men, Mohammed Sharif, 25. “We have no 
leaders, and we follow no one,” he said. 

‘We Have A Vacuum’ 
Analysts say much of the blame for the disaffection lies 

with Hariri, a wealthy businessman who assumed leadership 
of the Sunni community after his father, Rafiq, was 
assassinated in 2005 in a bombing on Beirut’s seafront also 
blamed by Sunnis on Syria. Hariri lives in Paris for his safety 
and for the sake of Lebanon, his supporters say, a decision that 
they say is vindicated by the death of Hassan, who was killed 
less than 24 hours after returning from an overseas trip. 

“It’s not about Saad Hariri. It’s about what would happen 
to the country if Saad Hariri got killed,” said Nadim Koteich, a 
prominent political talk show host with Hariri’s Future TV 

network. “So when Saad Hariri secures himself, he is securing 
his country.” 

His absence has eroded his authority, however, leaving a 
vacuum that even his aides fret will open the door to a far 
more radical interpretation of what it means to be Sunni in 
multi-sectarian Lebanon. 

Hariri has also proved to be a weak and indecisive leader 
who has failed to live up to the towering reputation of his 
father, credited far beyond the Sunni community with helping 
to rebuild Lebanon after the ravages of the 1975-90 civil war. 

That is acknowledged even by Hariri’s staunchest 
backers. “Saad Hariri is not the same as his father,” said 
Mohammed Doughan, 69, a resident of Tariq al-Jdeideh and 
lifelong Hariri loyalist who keeps a picture of both men 
hanging on the wall of his little car repair shop. “We have a 
vacuum now, and it is dangerous.” 

‘The Flags Of Al-Qaeda’ 
The dangers were evident on the night of Oct. 21 when 

the fighting flared. When Hariri sought to calm passions and 
urged his followers to leave the streets — in a message 
disseminated on Twitter — they did not, and it took an 
unusually forceful assertion of authority by the army to restore 
order. 

“This was proof that the streets are slipping from Saad 
Hariri’s hands,” said another area resident, Iskandar Demaji, a 
36-year-old electrician who says he is deeply alarmed by the 
trends he sees in the neighborhood. 

“And what will replace him?” he asked, gesticulating at 
the black flags fluttering nearby. “Let us not fool ourselves. 
These are the flags of al-Qaeda, and you are seeing them 
everywhere.” 

Indeed, the black Islamic flags seen in Tariq al-Jdeideh 
are sprouting in other Sunni towns, as well, including Sidon to 
the south and Tripoli in the north. Hard-line Sunni preachers 
such as Ahmed Assir, who led his followers in disruptive anti-
Shiite demonstrations in Sidon earlier this year and who 
earned the loudest cheers at Hassan’s funeral, are gaining in 
popularity, encouraged by a regionwide resurgence of the 
ultraconservative Salafist movement in the wake of the Arab 
revolts. 

“We would die for him,” said one of the Sunni fighters, 
Jamal Shamaa, to the nods of his comrades. 

And Hariri? “Yes,” they said, sounding more doubtful. 
“He communicates with us over Twitter,” Shamaa added. 
Leadership Crisis For Hariri 
Beirut’s traditionally moderate Sunnis, raised in a city 

renowned for its bars and parties, are not about to embrace 
extremism in large numbers, said Koteich, citing a widely 
circulated photograph of a skimpily dressed woman carrying 
the black Islamic flag during a recent demonstration as 
evidence that Lebanese Sunnis don’t take seriously the 
ideology with which it is associated. But, he cautioned, “it 
only takes a minority of extremists to cause a lot of trouble.” 

Hariri’s March 14 coalition appears headed for another 
political humiliation, which could further alienate his 
constituency. Its swift calls for the resignation of Prime 
Minister Najib Mikati in the wake of Hassan’s assassination 
were repudiated not only by most Lebanese, but also Hariri’s 
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Western allies. The United States has expressed support for 
Mikati, a Sunni moderate who heads the -Hezbollah-aligned 
government, saying now is not the time for Lebanon to 
undergo a potentially destabilizing wrangle over positions. 

The ill-conceived and hasty resignation call is an example 
of the kind of political missteps that have characterized 

Hariri’s leadership, said Emile Hokayem, a regional analyst 
with the International Institute of Strategic Studies. 

Although the vast majority of Lebanese don’t want a war, 
at a time when the conflict in neighboring Syria is aggravating 
Lebanon’s long-standing sectarian tensions, “I worry about 
miscalculations and mistakes,” Hokayem said. “That’s why I 
fear Lebanon is headed on a downward trajectory.” 
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11. U.S. Decries Bahrain Ban On Public Demonstrations 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 31 OCT 12) ... Matthew Lee 

WASHINGTON -- The Obama administration on 
Wednesday denounced in unusually harsh terms a ban on 
public demonstrations imposed by Bahrain, a key American 
ally in the Persian Gulf that is home to the U.S. Navy's 5th 
Fleet. 

The State Department said Washington is "deeply 
concerned" by the ban, which it said violates freedom of 
assembly, association and expression. Spokesman Mark Toner 
said the move, which was announced on Tuesday, raises 
questions about Bahrain's promises to reform and he urged 
authorities to uphold fundamental human rights. 

"The decision to curb these rights is contrary to Bahrain's 
professed commitment to reform and will not help advance 
national reconciliation nor build trust among all parties," he 
said. 

He said the government should work with the opposition 
to address complaints that have sparked months of unrest. He 
also called on the opposition to renounce provocation and 
violence, such as recent attacks against security forces, which 
he said were "deeply troubling." And, he urged both sides to 
restore confidence and stability. 

Violence undermines efforts to reduce tensions and 
rebuild trust, he said, adding: "We urge the government of 

Bahrain to take steps to build confidence across Bahraini 
society and to begin a meaningful national dialogue with the 
political opposition." 

The ban is the most sweeping attempt to quash the 
kingdom's anti-government uprising since martial law rules 
were in effect during the early months of unrest last year. It 
sharply increases pressure on political groups from Bahrain's 
Shiite Muslim majority, which has led the protests seeking a 
greater political voice in the Sunni Muslim-ruled nation. 

Shiites comprise about 70 percent of Bahrain's 525,000 
citizens, but claim they face systematic discrimination such as 
being denied top political and security posts. The Sunni 
monarchy has made a series of concessions - including giving 
more powers to the elected parliament - but opposition groups 
say the reforms do little to loosen the ruling family's hold on 
power. 

More than 50 people have been killed in Bahrain's unrest 
since February 2011. Among them were two policemen who 
died this month from injuries suffered in attacks by firebombs 
and explosives. 

Bahrain's interior minister stressed Wednesday that the 
ban is only temporary and will be rescinded once security and 
stability are restored. 
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AFGHANISTAN: 
12. Afghan Called Ill-Prepared To Maintain Bases On Their Own 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 31 OCT 12) ... David Lerman 

The Afghan government probably will prove incapable of 
operating and maintaining U.S.-funded army and police 
facilities when coalition combat troops leave in 2014, a U.S. 
government watchdog said. 

The Special Inspector General for Afghanistan 
Reconstruction also found that the U.S. contractor currently 
keeping up the properties, ITT Exelis Inc, is likely to run out 
of funding for one of its two contracts in March 2014, 16 
months before it is set to expire. 

The inspector general’s report issued yesterday adds to 
evidence of the difficulties that may confront Afghanistan’s 
government, which is struggling to fight the Taliban and is 
plagued by corruption, when most of the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization’s forces depart. 

“The Afghan government continues to face challenges 
that will likely prevent it from fully sustaining ANSF facilities 
after the 2014 transition,” wrote John Sopko, the special 
inspector general, referring to the Afghan National Security 
Forces. 

The U.S. has spent $52.15 billion since fiscal 2002 to 
equip and train Afghan forces, including $11.7 billion for 
construction of facilities from military bases and hospitals to 
police stations, the report said. 

The Afghan government may not be able to sustain those 
installations on its own, “thus risking that U.S. investment will 
not be sustained after an expected significant decrease in 
international support after 2014,” the report said. 

Lacking Skills 
The Afghan government filled less than 40 percent of 

authorized operations and maintenance positions, mostly 
because of “salary discrepancies” between those and private-
sector jobs, the report said. 

The Afghan security forces lack “personnel with the 
technical skills required to operate and maintain critical 
facilities, such as water supply, waste water treatment, and 
power generation,” the report said. 

Since 2010, that work has been handled by ITT Exelis, 
which was awarded two multi-year contracts, covering the 
north and south of the country. The agreements are valued at a 
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combined $800 million and may cover more than 800 
facilities, according to the report. 

While the McLean, Virginia-based company has met the 
terms of its contract, “Exelis had difficulty mobilizing during 
the initial phase of the contract, slowing contract 
implementation,” the report found. 

Beyond Control 
Much of the initial slow pace was due to matters beyond 

the contractor’s control, such as harassment of personnel, poor 
construction quality and irregular fuel delivers, the report said. 

David Albritton, an ITT Exelis spokesman, didn’t 
immediately respond to an e-mailed message requesting 
comment. 

The inspector general recommended that the Army Corps 
of Engineers adopt standardized procedures for overseeing the 
contracts and direct ITT Exelis to fully implement its quality- 
control program in the southern part of the country, where the 
report said oversight is lacking. 

The Army Corps, in written comments accompanying the 
report, said it agreed with the recommendations and is taking 
steps to address them. The service will have to award a new 
contract when funding on the existing one for the northern part 
of the country runs out, according to the report. 
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AFRICA: 
13. Al Qaida-Linked Groups Cement Control In Northern Mali As Diplomats Ponder Intervention 
(MCCLATCHY NEWSPAPERS 31 OCT 12) ... Alan Boswell, 

MOPTI, Mali — Not long ago, this green oasis was a 
bustling tourist destination. Now it’s the would-be jumping off 
point for the world’s newest battle against Islamist extremism. 

From here, the Niger River flows north, to where al Qaida 
in the Islamic Maghreb and its allies have since April 
maintained unchallenged control over Mali’s vast desert 
expanse. 

Once prosperous fancy hotels lie dark at night, truck stops 
overflow with refugees and, outside of town, a militia camps 
out near an abandoned basketball court, waiting for action. 

Yet there is no sense here that any move is coming soon 
to retake the north, despite evidence that extremists rapidly are 
consolidating control – something that will make what already 
is seen as a daunting task even more so. 

"I’m losing all hope," said Osman Haile Cisse, the 
deposed mayor of historic Timbuktu, which is now under 
AQIM control. Cisse spoke by phone from Timbuktu, where 
he returned to celebrate the Muslim holiday Eid al Adha. 

"Those who were opposed at first are now joining (al 
Qaida). Southerners are arriving to join as well," he said. 
"They are all being paid good money." 

In Mali today, the scale of the crisis belies the snail-like 
pace of the international response. 

U.S. Secretary of State Hillary Clinton met this week with 
officials in neighboring Algeria in hopes of winning their 
support for some kind of action. A month ago, Clinton, 
speaking on the sidelines of the U.N. General Assembly, 
described Mali as a hub from which "terrorists are seeking to 
extend their reach and their networks in multiple directions.” 

Libyan leaders have tied the Sept. 11 attack on the U.S. 
consulate in Benghazi that left the U.S. ambassador and three 
other Americans dead to Mali, saying some of the attackers 
may have infiltrated from here. Some are known to at least 
have called Mali to boast of their success. 

But on the ground here there is little sign of movement. 
Mali practically quakes from the dissonance between urgent 
calls for action and the lack of any activity. 

Northern Mali is now an open playground for Islamist 
extremists, smugglers and opportunists. Reports from 
residents and local journalists who travel in the region suggest 
the Islamist extremists are moving to cement their control – 
instituting conservative Islamic Shariah law, collecting 

ransoms for Western hostages, training new recruits, and 
inviting others to join. 

Known Islamist leaders, such as Omar Ould Hamaha, the 
military commander of an al Qaida splinter group, the 
Movement for Unity and Jihad in West Africa, operate in the 
open, brazenly using easily traceable cellphones to talk to 
reporters. 

"We are inviting them (the U.S.) to come and fight. If 
they do not come, then our objective has not been attained," 
Hamaha told McClatchy by phone this week. 

J. Peter Pham, a prominent U.S. commentator on African 
affairs, calls northern Mali a "’Star Wars’ bar" – a land 
overrun with the region’s miscreants and exiles, like a 
nightmare jailbreak gone mad. 

"Clearly, there is coming and going in the north," said a 
U.S. diplomat, who was authorized for an interview on 
condition of anonymity. 

U.S. efforts for now are focused on regional diplomacy, a 
course that is expected to end, eventually, in a Western-backed 
military intervention similar to an offensive the African Union 
launched to counter al Qaida’s affiliate in Somalia. 
Neighboring African states would provide the manpower, the 
West, intelligence and guidance. 

Any such ground operations are at least months away, 
U.S. officials say. The delayed response is necessary, they 
argue, to produce a fighting force with regional backing. 

That means the undertaking will certainly fall into the 
next presidential administration, whether that president is the 
incumbent, Barack Obama, or his Republican rival, Mitt 
Romney. 

Either will find Mali a messy and complex challenge. 
Mali has long been Africa’s backwaters – undeveloped, 

weak, landlocked, with few binding connections to the West – 
and was not even an afterthought when NATO intervention in 
Libya helped topple Moammar Gadhafi one year ago. 

Gadhafi’s collapse, however, unleashed the events that 
triggered what has taken place here, as thousands of nomadic 
Tuareg tribesmen poured back into northern Mali after years 
of service in Gadhafi’s army, bringing rebellion and 
uncounted tons of Libyan weapons. 

The Tuareg rebels rapidly took control of two-thirds of 
Mali. The central government in southern Bamako was 
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overthrown in a military coup by frustrated mid-ranking 
officers, who proved incapable of resisting the rebels. Then, 
Islamist militants quickly outmaneuvered the secular Tuareg 
rebels, pushing them aside and seizing an area the size of 
Texas. 

And, just like that, a new extremist-led sub-state was 
born. 

"When you started fighting in Libya, did you think of all 
the consequences in the region? No," complained a senior 
Malian security official, who asked not to be named since he 
was not authorized to speak to reporters. 

Often described as a no-man’s land, northern Mali’s 
Saharan dunes may not seem like much of a prize – yet, for al 
Qaida-affiliated extremists, they are. Northern Mali sits along 
lucrative ancient trade routes that are today some of the 
busiest illicit highways for drugs, arms and smugglers. 
Northern Mali’s amorphous and rough terrain make it a 
logistical and tactical nightmare for invaders. 

Reports abound of extremists using money from hostage 
ransoms and the drug trade to recruit more and more young 
men into their ranks in preparations to defend their 
strongholds. The north’s economy, shattered by the war, is 
picking back up again as residents return, more willing to 
accept occupation at home than life as an urban refugee. 

At one refugee camp here at the country’s dividing line, 
no new arrivals could be found from the past two months. The 
camp had shrunk significantly since the beginning of the crisis 
in April, said local officials and refugees. Buses are now 
packed heading north, and almost empty heading south. 

The decision is splitting families. Hawa Dicko fled the 
north at the beginning of the rebellion, but she still returns to 
visit family – but always leaves again. "I will stay here until 
the war ends," she vowed, saying she refuses to live under the 
gender segregation imposed by the Islamists, effectively 
barring women from public life. 

But her twin sister and her sister’s husband have decided 
to return home, as has another brother-in-law. 

"We have to expect that people from the north who have 
grown up in the north are at some point not going to want to 
live in refugee camps," said the U.S. diplomat. 

Al Qaida-linked groups have long had a presence in 
northern Mali, but never before have they wielded such 
territorial control. 

Now, AQIM controls Timbuktu and the vast region to its 
west. The Movement for Unity and Jihad in West Africa 

controls Gao, the north’s largest town. Ansar Dine, a Tuareg 
Islamist movement, controls the very north, centered at Kidal. 

Although the exact association among the groups is 
opaque, they often fight side by side. Diplomats express hope 
that Ansar Dine could be lured to the negotiating table, and 
possibly some elements in the Movement for Unity and Jihad 
in West Africa, too, before and during a military offensive. 

U.S. diplomats and military officials are buzzing to and 
from West African and European capitals, trying to finalize an 
intervention plan. 

The West African bloc of nations, ECOWAS, has said it 
is willing to contribute an intervention force, backed by the 
African Union, and supported financially and logistically by 
the U.S. and its allies. The United Nations has asked 
ECOWAS to submit a viable intervention plan for 
consideration by late November. 

The saber-rattling has been loudest from Europe, led by 
France, which is unnerved by the close geographical proximity 
of the new extremist haven – a skip and hop through Algeria 
and across the Mediterranean. 

On Oct. 16, French Defense Minister Jean-Yves Le Drian 
prompted surprise among diplomats when he said in an 
interview that an intervention was "weeks, not months," away. 
The French media later reported that Le Drian had backed 
away from the comment. 

The U.S. has pushed for the more deliberate approach, 
arguing that northern Mali is a complex mosaic of ethnicities 
and political interests. The U.S. also wants to see democratic 
elections lead to a new government, despite the northern crisis. 

One major roadblock is the beleaguered Malian military, 
which is expected to lead any charge north. Yet its command 
structure is in tatters following the March coup by low-ranking 
officers, and its reputation is extremely poor after getting 
chased out of northern Mali with little resistance. 

"Quite a lot of training and equipping needs to be done 
first," said the U.S. diplomat. 

That training is expected to take months. Then, planners 
envision a campaign to retake the north’s major towns, 
followed by a much more drawn-out battle to slowly drain 
their presence from the surrounding desert. 

Boswell is a McClatchy special correspondent. His 
reporting is underwritten in part by Humanity Unity, a 
California-based foundation that focuses on human rights. 
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14. Somali Pirates Expand Their Operations Till West Coast Of India: U.S. 
(PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 01 NOV 12) 

WASHINGTON -- Somali pirates now have expanded 
their operations to the West Coast of India, a senior U.S. 
official has said, adding, the issue of piracy has become a 
regular part of America's diplomatic engagements with 
countries around the world. 

On any given day up to 30 vessels from as many as 22 
nations are engaged in counter-piracy operations in the region. 

"International naval forces have thwarted pirate attacks in 
progress, engaged pirate skiffs, and successfully taken back 
hijacked ships during opposed boardings," said the Assistant 
Secretary of State for Bureau of Political-Military Affairs, 
Andrew Shapiro, in his remarks on "Turning the Tide on 

Somali Piracy" last week at the Atlantic Council of the United 
States. 

"We have worked together to create safer shipping lanes 
through the Gulf of Aden for commercial shipping vessels by 
establishing the Internationally Recommended Transit 
Corridor. 

"The transit corridor is heavily patrolled by naval forces 
and has helped reduce the number of attacks within the Gulf of 
Aden," he said, but quickly added that pirates have adapted to 
these efforts. 

"The expanded use of mother-ships has enabled pirates to 
expand their area of operations all the way to the west coast of 
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India. This makes it difficult for naval or law enforcement 
ships to reach the scene of a pirate attack quickly enough," he 
said. 

"There is just too much water to patrol. High seas naval 
patrols are an essential component of an effective counter- 
piracy strategy.But military power, while necessary, is not 

sufficient on its own. Given the demands on U.S. forces, we 
also needed to look to other tools to combat piracy," Shapiro 
said. 

Shapiro said the U.S. government is working to empower 
the maritime industry so that they can better protect 
themselves from attack. 
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15. Navy, NIMASA Strategise To End Piracy, Oil Theft In Nigeria 
(THE GUARDIAN (NIGERIA) 31 OCT 12) ... David Ogah 

The Nigerian Navy and the Nigerian Maritime 
Administration and Safety Agency (NIMASA) have initiated 
move to strengthen the Memorandum of Understanding 
(MoU) they signed few years ago in order to renew their 
onslaught against pirates and oil thieves, in compliance with 
the recent Presidential directive. 

To this effect, top officials from the two organisations 
met, over the weekend, in Lagos to fashion out a new 
approach that would put an end to the insurgence of pirates 
and oil thieves within the country’s territorial waters. 

The Chief of Naval Staff, Vice-Admiral Joseph Ezeoba, 
told newsmen at NIMASA headquarters in Lagos over the 
weekend that there was the need to redefine the MoU between 
the two organisations in order to put in place a stronger 
platform needed to stamp out maritime piracy and oil theft 
from the Nigerian waters. 

He said his visit to NIMASA was informed by the 
determination to comply fully with the fresh presidential 
directive that maritime piracy, sea robbery and all forms of 
illegalities within the Nigeria’s maritime domain be put to an 
end within the shortest possible time. 

The directive, he said, was handed down to the Naval 
high command, when he was being appointed to lead the 
Nigerian Navy by the President, Dr. Goodluck Ebele Jonathan 
recently. 

Besides, strengthening the existing MoU between the two 
organisations, the Naval Chief said his visit to NIMASA was 

to open initial discussions with the agency on how to 
synergise in order to actualise the mandate. 

According to him, he sought a redefinition of the existing 
MoU between the two organisations, adding that with the 
meeting, he was sure that a culture of safety of navigation 
would be established henceforth on the Nigerian waters. 

Earlier, the Director-General of NIMASA, Ziakede 
Patrick Akpobolokemi said the Navy and his agency had since 
taken a critical look at the MoU. 

According to him, the new move by the two organizations 
would assist the Navy to satisfactorily protect the Nigerian 
territorial waters and to ensure safety of navigation. 

He said it also raise the capacity of the maritime guard 
command by providing it with more personnel, equipment 
(military hardware) that would boost its ability to respond to 
emergency within the country’s maritime domain. 

He specifically asked the Naval chief to provide the 
command with a patrol boat to be manned by Naval personnel, 
while the day-to-day management and other necessary 
maintenance of the boat would be the responsibility of his 
agency. 

According to the NIMASA boss, a secured Nigerian 
waters would clean up the bad image maritime piracy has 
brought to Nigeria at international level, boost trade with other 
countries to enhance NIMASA’s revenue collection drive. 
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EUROPE: 
16. Russia On Target To Float Out Five Warships Each Year 
(RIA NOVOSTI 31 OCT 12) 

MOSCOW -- Russian shipyards will float out five combat 
and auxiliary ships for the Russian Navy each year in line with 
the existing shipbuilding program, Navy chief Adm. Viktor 
Chirkov said on Wednesday. 

“I think that we will be able to float out up to five 
warships and auxiliary ships every year,” Chirkov told 
reporters in St. Petersburg at the launch of the Igor Belousov 
sea-rescue ship, which is expected to be commissioned in 
2014. 

The construction of the Igor Belousov started in 2005 at 
the Admiralty Shipyards in St. Petersburg but has faced a 
series of setbacks. 

The ship is designed to perform a variety of missions, 
including the search, rescue and salvage of submarines in 
distress. It is equipped with advanced deep-sea search-and-

rescue equipment, including a deep-sea diving system 
produced by the Scottish firm DIVEX. 

Igor Belousov is the first rescue ship built in post-Soviet 
Russia. The vessel is vital for the Russian Navy as it still lacks 
reliable means to rescue submarines in distress. 

According to Chirkov, the ships of this type will be put in 
service with all Russian fleets. 

Russian President Vladimir Putin said last year that the 
procurement of new ships and submarines for the Navy would 
be a priority over the next decade. The Russian government 
has allocated five trillion rubles ($156 bln) or a quarter of the 
entire armament procurement budget until 2020 for this 
purpose. 

In addition to at least eight Borey class nuclear subs, the 
Navy will receive 14 frigates, 35 corvettes, six Buyan class 
small artillery ships and six Ivan Gren Class landing ships. 
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17. NATO Power Projection Difficult Under Budget Constraints, RAND Says 
(DEFENSE DAILY 01 NOV 12) ... Ann Roosevelt 

Coming defense cuts and declining budgets for key 
European alliance members means NATO will likely face a 
“highly constrained capacity to project military power,” a new 
RAND study says. 

For example, the report said Germany will reduce defense 
spending by a quarter over the next four years, and the U.K. 
defense budget would shrink by more than eight percent in 
real terms by 2015. 

The cuts are to reduce the deficit, the study points out, not 
because there’s a change in threats. Particularly of concern, it 
said, the cuts have not been made in any alliance-coordinated 
way. 

“If this uncoordinated process of budget cuts and 
reductions intensifies, NATO will lose critical capabilities,” 
the report said. “U.S. and European forces might no longer be 
able to operate together to meet evolving security challenges 
confronting the alliance.” 

Additionally, the financial and economic restrictions 
come as the United States, under budget pressures and force 
reductions itself, refocuses to the Asia-Pacific and reduces its 
military presence in Europe. 

The study, “NATO and the Challenges of Austerity,” 
analyzes the impact of planned defense cuts on the capabilities 
of seven European NATO members that together represent 
more than 80 percent of NATO Europe’s defense spending. 

The nations--the United Kingdom, France, Germany, 
Italy, Spain, the Netherlands, and Poland--together represent 
more than 80 percent of NATO Europe’s defense spending, 
the report said. 

For those NATO nations, the report said all the forces--
air, land and sea “are rapidly reaching the point at which they 
can perform only one moderate-sized operation at a time, and 
will be hard-pressed to meet the rotational requirements of a 
protracted, small-scale irregular warfare mission.” 

Power projection and sustainment of “significant forces” 
outside Europe’s immediate neighborhood will be difficult. 

There is less money at a time when the strategic context 
has changed with new threats coming: the spread of weapons 
of mass destruction, transnational terrorism, cyberspace 
threats and the threats of transnational criminal organization. 

The study notes the difficulties come amid concerns such 
as limited lift and logistics, reduced forces and a lack of 
certain key enablers such as ISR, unmanned aerial vehicles 
and missile defense. 

Further, operational and planning weaknesses were 
exposed during the 2011 Libya campaign, where there were 
shortfalls in munitions, and the fact that many missions could 
not be carried out without U.S. military assistance. 

However, the United States shouldn’t “throw the baby out 
with the bathwater,” as it faces the Pacific, the study said. 
NATO continues to serve important security functions such as 
being the primary framework for coordinating transatlantic 
cooperation. Also, it maintains key infrastructure and 
communication to sustain a U.S.-led containment strategy in 
the Middle East, and helps reduce defense duplication and 
prevent the renationalization of defense, and it coordinates and 
manages Western nuclear policy 

The study, “NATO and the Challenges of Austerity,” can 
be found at www.rand.org. 
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PERSONNEL: 
18. Navy Names New Chief Of Integrated Warfare Systems 
(DEFENSE DAILY 01 NOV 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

The Navy said yesterday that Rear Adm. Joseph Horn has 
been selected to become the next program executive officer 
for integrated warfare systems at Naval Sea Systems 
Command (NAVSEA). 

Horn has been serving as the program executive for Aegis 
Ballistic Missile Defense at the Pentagon’s Missile Defense 
Agency (MDA), and as commander of Navy Air and Missile 
Defense Command. He is to replace Rear Adm. James Syring 
as PEO IWS. 

The Senate in September confirmed Syring to command 
the Missile Defense Agency and elevated his rank to vice 
admiral. Syring would become the first admiral to head the 
MDA, a role historically filled by Army and Air Force 
officers. 

Horn has served on and commanded several naval 
vessels. While in command of the USS Lake Erie (CG-70), the 
ship conducted multiple Aegis ballistic missile defense 
engagements, according to his official Navy biography. 

PEO IWS is responsible for developing and acquiring 
advanced combat and weapons systems for ships, submarines 
and aircraft carriers. PEO IWS is currently overseeing two key 
competitions with winners expected to be announced within 
the next several months. 

That includes the next generation Air Missile Defense 
Radar (AMDR) and a follow-on baseline to the Aegis Combat 
System known as Combat System Engineering Agent, or 
CSEA. Among the firms publicly involved in the mix are 
Boeing, Lockheed Martin, Northrop Grumman and Raytheon. 

Horn is tentatively slated to transition into his new job 
Nov. 5, a NAVSEA spokeswoman said. An MDA spokesman 
said a date has not been set for Syring to take command from 
Lt. Gen. Patrick O’Reilly. O’Reilly was the subject of a 
Pentagon Inspector General’s report in May that sharply 
criticized his management style. 
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19. Navy Denies Stennis Leader Removed Over Libya 
Internet buzzing; ship oceans away during attack 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 31 OCT 12) ... Jeanette Steele 

The Navy on Wednesday said that the abrupt removal of 
an admiral commanding a Mideast aircraft carrier group was 
not related to the Sept. 11 U.S. consulate attack in Libya, 
despite Internet rumors in the week leading up to the U.S. 
presidential election. 

Speculative stories -- including one emailed to U-T San 
Diego with the headline “Obama Fires Top Admiral For 
Advocating Libyan Rescue?” – have implied that the head of 
the John C. Stennis carrier group wanted to send help during 
the deadly attack and disobeyed orders to stand down. 

Rear Adm. Charles M. Gaouette, a San Diego native, was 
reassigned from his job atop the Stennis group pending the 
results of a Navy inspector general investigation, according to 
a Navy news statement Saturday. 

Gaouette, 53, is a 1977 graduate of Pt. Loma High 
School. He also commanded the San Diego-based destroyed 
Oldendorf from 2001 to 2003. 

The reason given for the investigation was allegations of 
“inappropriate leadership and judgment.” Officials have 
stressed that the accusations are not about personal 
misbehavior, such as drinking or sexual harassment. 

On Wednesday, Rear Adm. John Kirby, chief of naval 
information at the Pentagon, called the speculation about the 
consulate link flat wrong. 

“Rumors of this having anything to do with Libya and the 
Benghazi attack are simply false and ridiculous,” Kirby said. 

Research of the Stennis’ location indicates that the aircraft 
carrier was oceans away from the scene on Sept. 11. 

Deploying four months early, the flattop left its home port 
of Bremerton, Wash., on Aug. 22 and headed south to pick up 
the San Diego-based cruiser Mobile Bay and two North Island 
Naval Air Station helicopter squadrons. 

The group sailed out of San Diego Bay on Sept. 1. 

On Sept. 11, the ships were still in the Pacific, according 
to a Facebook video of a Sept. 11, 2001, remembrance 
ceremony held that day in the Stennis hangar bay. 

On Sept. 15, the ship posted a Facebook video in which 
Gaouette said that they were in the Pacific, heading toward the 
Indian Ocean. In late September, the ship stopped in Malaysia. 
In early October, it performed exercises off Thailand with the 
aircraft carrier George Washington. 

On Oct. 17, the strike group first entered U. S. Fifth Fleet 
region, which is the Arabian Sea and surroundings. 

A naval official familiar with the area said that only a 
warship located in the Mediterranean or Red seas might have 
helped the Americans attacked at the Libya. 

U.S. Ambassador Chris Stevens, security contractors 
Tyrone Young of Imperial Beach and Glen Doherty of 
Encinitas and U.S. information officer Sean Smith, a Mission 
Bay High School graduate, were all killed in the mayhem. 

Originally the White House said the attacks were fueled 
by outrage over an American film clip that ridiculed the 
Muslim Prophet Muhammad. Afterward, it was revealed that 
terrorists were probably behind the assault. 

Questions of the White House’s handling of the events 
continue to dog the president. 

The Internet is also buzzing with speculation about 
whether the departure of another top U.S. military official is 
linked to disagreement over the handling of the consulate 
attacks. 

The Pentagon denies that, too. On Monday, Joint Chiefs 
of Staff Chairman Gen. Martin Dempsey issued a statement 
say that Army Gen. Carter Ham – leader of U.S. Africa 
Command -- is leaving as part of a scheduled rotation of 
leadership. 

Gaouette was sent back to his base in Bremerton to await 
the results of the investigation, which may take two or three 
months. 
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USS ENTERPRISE: 
20. On The Front Lines Of History: USS Enterprise On Its Last Deployment 
(CNN 31 OCT 12) ... Larry Shaughnessy 

The U.S. Navy has had eight ships named the Enterprise. 
The first was commandeered from the British in the early 
stages of the Revolutionary War by Benedict Arnold, before 
the America even had a navy and before he became America's 
most notorious traitor. 

The seventh Enterprise was an aircraft carrier and a 
mainstay of the Navy's war in the Pacific during World War 
II. Three times the Japanese Navy said it had sunk "The Grey 
Ghost," but the Enterprise survived and is regarded as the 
most decorated warship in U.S. history. 

But when the eighth USS Enterprise put to sea in 1962, it 
already had a place in American military history. 

The ship's design replaced conventional boilers that had 
powered warships for decades with eight reactors, making it 
the world's first nuclear-powered carrier. It was longer, taller 

and faster than any warship the United States had ever 
launched. 

A young fighter pilot named John McCain knew 
something about Naval history. Both his father and 
grandfather had been four-star admirals. He had previously 
served aboard the World War II-era carrier USS Interpid 
before ordered to the Navy's state of the art warship. 

"It really was a quantum leap, as much as we love the 
Intrepid. Between the Intrepid, World War Two and the USS 
Enterprise, it was exciting and it was an incredible experience 
to be on the first air wing on the USS Enterprise," McCain 
told CNN. 

In October of 1962, the ship had just finished its maiden 
deployment when the White House and the Kremlin sparred 
over Soviet nuclear missiles in Cuba. 
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"We'd only been back a couple of weeks and they said, 
'get out to the ship.' Nobody knew what we were doing, so we 
flew our airplanes out to the carrier as we were headed south," 
McCain said. 

The Enterprise was one of the first U.S. ships to establish 
a blockade around Cuba, according to Navy documents on the 
Enterprise's history. 

"I was launched a couple of times just to fly around, but 
not towards Cuba," said McCain, now the senior senator from 
Arizona. "They made sure we headed away from Cuba so as 
not to spark anything." 

After 13 days, the crisis eased and the Enterprise returned 
to its home port of Norfolk, Va. 

By 1965, it had been moved to the Pacific's Seventh Fleet 
and began six combat deployments to Vietnam. On Dec. 2 in 
the Gulf of Tonkin off the coast of North Vietnam, the 
Enterprise became the first nuclear-powered warship in history 
to engage in combat. It launched 118 sorties against Viet Cong 
targets in South Vietnam. 

While steaming off Hawaii en route to Vietnam, the 
Enterprise suffered its worst disaster on Jan. 14, 1969. 

The flight deck was loaded with fully armed and fully 
fueled aircraft undergoing pre-deployment inspection drills. 
Sailor Michael Carlin called it "the single-most terrible and 
most glorious day in our history." 

Carlin was the leader of a crew in charge of handling jet 
fuel on the ship. 

He heard the exploding rocket and led his team to the 
fight deck. 

"An aircraft carrier, especially with fully fueled and 
armed aircraft on deck, if something goes wrong it's a floating 
fireworks factory," he said. 

All it took was one mistake - an aircraft starter unit was 
parked too close to a rocket on a nearby fighter jet. The unit's 
exhaust heated up the rocket and it exploded, triggering 
disaster. 

Carlin and his Sailors ran to grab a fire hose. 
"For the first time we're seeing all these guys that are 

down, of burns indescribable burns and wounds," he said. 

But they couldn't help the wounded because the fire was 
spreading from jet to jet and the stern was full of F4 
Phantoms. They each carried six 500-pound bombs and eight 
rockets and were loaded with 9,000 pounds of fuel. 

All those munitions started to blow up. In minutes the 
entire stern was engulfed in flames and thick black smoke. 
Exploding bombs blew huge holes on the flight deck and fuel 
poured to the areas below. 

"I didn't get injured, I got blown down four times," said 
Carlin whose team was on the fire hose closest to the burning 
aircraft. 

The fire was put out but 27 Sailors had been killed and 
another 314 wounded. 

Fifteen planes were destroyed and the ship was badly 
damaged. But after emergency repairs at Pearl Harbor, the 
ship was back off the coast of North Vietnam by the end of 
March conducting combat operations. 

The quick, determined response is why Carlin said the 
disaster was a moment of glory. 

"The ship and crew fought back and never quit fighting 
until the thing was finally beaten down," he said. 

After dozens of deployments around the world over the 
next three decades, the Enterprise was leaving the Persian 
Gulf for home when the hijack attacks struck New York and 
Washington on September 11, 2001. 

Without orders, the Enterprise turned around and steamed 
at maximum speed toward Pakistan. By October 7, warplanes 
on the Enterprise were among the first to launch retaliatory 
strikes against al Qaeda and the Taliban in Afghanistan. 

It was the first of the Enterprise's 10 deployments to the 
Persian Gulf region in support of Operation Enduring 
Freedom and Operation Iraqi Freedom. 

On Dec 1, the Enterprise will be deactivated and will 
make history again over the next three years. It will become 
the first nuclear-powered carrier ever decommissioned. After 
its nuclear fuel and eight reactors are safely removed, CVN-
65, The USS Enterprise, will be cut up and sold for scrap. 

But there's already a move underway to name CVN-80, a 
yet to be built carrier, as the ninth USS Enterprise. 
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21. Enterprise-Based Aircraft Are Winging Home 
(NEWPORT NEWS DAILY PRESS 31 OCT 12) ... Hugh Lessig 

The aircraft and crews of Carrier Air Wing 1 from the 
USS Enterprise will return home to Hampton Roads on 
Saturday, the Navy has announced. 

Three jet fighter squadrons will land at Naval Air Station 
Oceana: VFA-11, VFA-136 and VFA-211, known more 
familiarly as the Red Rippers, Knighthawks and Checkmates, 
respectively. All three squadrons fly variations of the F/A-18 
Super Hornet. 

Carrier Airborne Early Warning Squadron 123, flying the 
E2-C Hawkeye, will return to Chambers Field in Norfolk. 

The Enterprise is due to arrive home at Naval Station 
Norfolk on Sunday. The Enterprise arrived safely at Naval 
Station Mayport in Florida, the ship reported Wednesday on 

its Facebook page. Mayport is the final stop before heading up 
the East Coast one last time. 

The Mayport stop offers a mini-reunion of sorts: Some 
1,500 friends and family members of the crew will board the 
ship for the final ride, getting an up-close look at life onboard 
an aircraft carrier. 

During the deployment, Enterprise aircraft delivered 56 
bombs on target and conducted 27 strafing runs in support of 
combat operations in Afghanistan. Pilots completed 9,875 
sorties, of which 2,241 were combat missions. The average 
flight time per sortie was almost six hours per flight. 

The Enterprise will be inactivated in a ceremony on Dec. 
1. 
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MARINE CORPS: 
22. As Marines Leave Afghanistan, More Go To Sea 
(NAVY TIMES 31 OCT 12) ... Gidget Fuentes 

It’s official. The Marine Corps has returned to its 
amphibious roots. 

In late October, there were three Marine expeditionary 
units — totaling nearly 7,000 Marines — operating in the 
Indian or far western Pacific oceans, from the Persian Gulf to 
Thailand, Australia and the Philippines. To put it another way, 
there are as many, if not more, Marines deployed on Navy 
ships than in the combat zone in Afghanistan, where troop 
levels have dropped from 17,000 Marines in the spring to 
about 7,000 this fall. 

The Corps’ return to its “amphibious roots” has been a 
mantra pushed by the service’s senior leaders ever since the 
eventual end to the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan came into 
view. Commandant Gen. Jim Amos and his predecessor, now-
retired Gen. James Conway, set in motion the service’s 
transition from one focused predominantly on land warfare to 
one that’s highly flexible and capable of responding quickly to 
contingencies big and small anywhere in the world. 

The three MEUs now afloat — the 15th, 24th and 31st — 
are deployed from Camp Pendleton, Calif., Camp Lejeune, 
N.C., and Okinawa, Japan, respectively. There are seven 
MEUs total. 

Here’s a quick look at what they’ve been up to this past 
week: 

The 15th MEU 
Marines embarked with the Peleliu Amphibious Ready 

Group just took part in the “Crocodilo” bilateral exercise in 
Timor-Leste, a small island republic on the southern side of 
the Indonesian archipelago. 

Members of 3rd Battalion, 5th Marines, trained with 570 
Timor-Leste soldiers in martial arts, infantry tactics, 
inspections and patrolling, according to the 15th MEU. 
Combat Logistics Battalion 15 treated nearly 1,900 local 
patients, while Marine Medium Helicopter Squadron 364 

(Reinforced) supported the exercise, which included several 
community relations projects before it wrapped up Oct. 16. 

Afterward, Marines aboard the amphibious dock landing 
ship Rushmore had a liberty visit in Darwin, Australia, while 
the amphibious assault ship Peleliu stopped at Phuket, 
Thailand, Oct. 22. 

Marines embarked with the amphibious transport dock 
Green Bay trained with Indonesian forces in Bali Oct. 19-21. 

The 15th MEU, which deployed in mid-September from 
San Diego, is making its way to the Persian Gulf region, 
where it will replace the 24th MEU. 

The 24th MEU 
These Marines are now operating in the Persian Gulf after 

sending its advance parties back home to the states. The MEU 
— its main elements include 1st Battalion, 2nd Marines, 
Combat Logistics Battalion 24 and Marine Medium Tiltrotor 
Squadron 261 (reinforced) — completed its final training 
exercise in Djibouti earlier this month. The 24th left home in 
late March for an eight-month deployment with the Iwo Jima, 
transport dock New York and dock landing ship Gunston Hall. 

The 31st MEU 
These Marines arrived in Kota Kinabalu, Malaysia, for a 

port call on Oct. 22 after training with Filipino troops on the 
Philippine island of Palawan in the annual Amphibious 
Landing Exercise. 

The MEU’s major elements include: Battalion Landing 
Team, 2nd Battalion, 1st Marines; Marine Medium Helicopter 
Squadron 262; and Combat Logistics Battalion 31. 

The 10-day bilateral training exercise included 
humanitarian, civic, construction and medical projects. The 
31st MEU and the Bonhomme Richard ARG, which includes 
dock landing ship Tortuga and transport dock Denver, are 
continuing their fall patrol in the western Pacific. 
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ENERGY: 
23. Report Urges Cutting Military To Fund Alternative Energy 
(AVIATION WEEK 01 NOV 12) ... Jen DiMascio 

In its annual report on Pentagon spending, the Center for 
American Progress recommends that the Obama 
administration submit a “unified” national security budget that 
would cut military spending, trim the deficit and boost 
spending on alternative energy. 

The left-leaning think tank agrees that sequestration’s 
across-the-board approach is untenable. But that does not 
mean the budget can’t be cut. 

Military accounts could be cut by $71.8 billion in fiscal 
2013, the report says, through a variety of reductions including 
cutting $20 billion from U.S. nuclear forces, ending 
production of Boeing’s V-22 Osprey and stretching out the 
Virginia-class attack submarine program. 

The report recommends reinvesting $29.2 billion in 
nonmilitary security accounts, including a $20 billion 
investment in alternative energy and the rest shoring up 
diplomatic efforts. 

The budget should tie military and other security accounts 
together to spare other security accounts – not the other way 
around, as Congress has done recently. 

“More often than not in the past year, the 
security/nonsecurity frame of budgeting — unified security 
budgeting — has been proposed not as a way to rebalance 
security accounts but as a way to protect the military account 
at the expense of other parts of the security budget,” the report 
says. “These proposals would exact disproportionate cuts to 
the nonmilitary parts of the security budget, making the 
imbalance between military and nonmilitary resources even 
more extreme.” 

The reduction to U.S. nuclear forces draws on a 2010 Air 
War College report that recommended a 90% reduction to the 
nuclear arsenal, bringing the total force to 311 weapons. 

CAP has perennially recommended canceling the V-22 
and scaling back Virginia-class submarines. Year after year, 
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Congress and the administration have fended off challenges to 
their funding. 

Larry Korb, senior fellow at the center, maintains that the 
Osprey should never have been built. “Why do we keep 
throwing money at this thing?” Korb asks. 

Korb, who served in the Pentagon under President 
Reagan, acknowledges that stretching the buy of Virginiaclass 

submarines might cost more money in the long run, but says 
the funding could be better put toward embassy security or 
diplomacy. 

“If you give up something like aid to Mali, then you’ll 
have a bigger problem down the road,” he says. 
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24. China Lake Energy Project Opens Up Rush To The Sun (And Other Renewables) 
(DEFENSE COMMUNITIES 31 OCT 12) 

Expanding their portfolio of renewable energy projects 
has been a priority for the military services for much of the 
past decade, but prior to 2011 it still was an open question as 
to what statutory authorities could support their ambitions. 

Relying on enhanced use leasing proved problematic as 
budget scoring rules employed by the Office of Management 
and Budget consider most public-private ventures to be capital 
leases, a huge disincentive for the military’s attempt to rely on 
private sector investment to develop alternative energy plants 
to supply installations with power. 

Finally, early last year the Pentagon approved a 3-
megawatt landfill gas project at Marine Corps Air Station 
Miramar, Calif., that would provide the base energy via a 
long-term power purchase agreement (PPA) authorized under 
10 U.S.C. 2922a. That February 2011 approval set a critical 
precedent as previously the department had interpreted the 
statute as limiting the department’s authority to enter into 
PPAs of up to 30 years to geothermal projects. 

Until that point, DOD had limited PPAs tied to other 
renewables to 10 years, a prohibition which scared away 
private capital. 

Another breakthrough occurred in October 2011, when 
San Jose, Calif.-based SunPower Corp. closed on a 13.8-
megawatt solar array at Naval Air Weapons Station China 
Lake, Calif., that would be financed by a 20-year PPA. The 
achievement marked DOD’s first solar plant financed by a 
long-term PPA under section 2922a, but more significantly, it 
proved that there is a reliable procurement vehicle that the 
military services can use to partner with industry to develop 
large-scale renewable energy projects. 

“This is a very significant deal,” Robert Tritt, a partner 
with law firm McKenna Long & Aldridge, told Defense 
Communities 360. 

“It gives assurance not only to the services but to 
developers and everybody else that these are financeable deals 
under 2922a, which is a pretty big step,” Tritt said. 

Karen Butterfield, SunPower’s director of federal 
programs, agrees the China Lake project marks a significant 
milestone. “I think we now have the trifecta of doing large-
scale renewables on government property,” she said. 

There is an eager customer in the military, a contracting 
authority it can depend on and an industry that is mature 
enough to execute the projects, she explained. 

The China Lake project points the way forward for a 
department intent on taking advantage of private sector capital 
to meet its renewable energy goals. “If the Navy wants to do 
1,000 megawatts, they will need to replicate these projects,” 
Butterfield said. 

Each of the services has set a goal of producing 1 
gigawatt, or 1,000 megawatts, of renewable energy by 2020 or 
sooner. 

Soaking Up The Rays 
The Navy dedicated the groundbreaking project earlier 

this month in California’s Western Mojave Desert. 
SunPower’s photovoltaic power system already is generating 
the equivalent of more than 30 percent of China Lake’s energy 
load. The array is expected to reduce costs for the Navy by 
$13 million over the life of the agreement, with the 20-year 
PPA securing the Navy a 30 percent savings in its electricity 
rate compared to a traditional 10-year PPA. 

One of the chief benefits for the government of a long-
term PPA is the certainty it provides regarding energy costs. 
The Navy knows the price for energy for the next 20 years. 
“That is a great hedge for the taxpayer,” Butterfield said. “The 
utility can’t do that,” she added, because it relies on 
conventional energy sources to generate electricity. 

Putting the deal together took about a year from the time 
Naval Facilities Engineering Command issued SunPower a 
task order in late 2010 for the solar project. While SunPower 
designed, built, and is operating and maintaining the system, 
an affiliate of MetLife Inc. purchased the system as an 
investment. In technical terms, SunPower novated the contract 
to a limited liability corporation, which was sold to MetLife. 
The tax equity investor is needed to take advantage of all tax 
credits that are available for solar projects. 

Construction of the array took less than seven months. 
Use Of PPAs Heating Up 
One year after the Pentagon loosened its interpretation of 

the statute authorizing PPAs, the services are pinning much of 
their plans for increasing their production of renewable energy 
on their use. 

Even as the China Lake solar array was dedicated, the 
Navy is moving ahead with several other renewable energy 
projects using section 2922a’s authority. Photovoltaic arrays at 
two other California installations — Marine Corps Logistics 
Base Barstow and Marine Corps Air Ground Combat Center 
Twentynine Palms — both rely on 20-year PPAs. Officials 
recently cut the ribbon on the 1.1 megawatt plant at Barstow 
and will complete a similarly sized project at Twentynine 
Palms. 

Those two also were approved by DOD, giving the Navy 
four projects that take advantage of the department’s new 
interpretation of section 2922a. The service also plans to use 
PPAs for solar projects it plans to carry out in Hawaii under a 
multiple-award contract. The Navy now is finalizing the first 
task order under that procurement, Tom Hicks, deputy 
assistant secretary for energy, told 360 as part of a written 
response to e-mailed questions. 
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The Navy “will use all available acquisition tools, 
including PPAs, enhanced use leases, energy joint ventures, 
energy savings performance contracts, utility energy savings 
contracts and [the] energy conservation investment program,” 
Hicks said. 

The fifth project approved by DOD under 2922a is a 14.5-
megawatt solar array under construction by SunEdison LLC at 
Davis-Monthan Air Force Base in Tucson, Ariz. The project, 
which is scheduled to be completed before the end of the year, 
will supply electricity to the Air Force through a 25-year PPA. 

The Air Force also is considering using PPAs to build 
three or four solar projects in 2013 in Massachusetts, New 
Jersey and Arizona, said Ken Gray, director of the Air Force 
Civil Engineer Center’s rates and renewables division. 

“We plan to use the 10 U.S.C. 2922a authority as the 
primary basis for long-term power purchase agreements on 

Air Force installations. Third-party investment and 
development for renewable energy is clearly preferred by the 
Air Force in meeting the need for renewable energy,” Gray 
said in a written response to e-mailed questions. 

Similarly, the Army has ambitious plans to build large-
scale renewable energy projects on its installations. In August, 
the Army Corps of Engineers issued a request for proposals to 
acquire $7 billion worth of power from the private sector 
through PPAs lasting up to 30 years. 

With one large-scale renewable energy project completed 
and many more on the way, broad acceptance by the military 
and industry that PPAs are an effective contract vehicle 
appears to be close by. 

“You need a series of them to get everybody fully 
comfortable that it is a repeatable model,” noted attorney Tritt. 
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CYBER: 
25. Inadequate Information Sharing Makes Estimating Costs From Cyber Attacks Difficult, Napolitano 

Says 
(DEFENSE DAILY 01 NOV 12) ... Calvin Biesecker 

The lack of good information sharing between the private 
and public sectors regarding cyber attacks makes it difficult to 
understand the true costs of these attacks, Homeland Security 
Secretary Janet Napolitano said yesterday. 

Moreover, based on the information about cyber attacks 
that the Department of Homeland Security receives, current 
cost estimates appear conservative, Napolitano said at a cyber 
security forum hosted by The Washington Post Live. 

Citing estimates released by the anti-virus software firm 
Norton, which is a unit of Symantec, Napolitano said these are 
put at $114 billion annually up front, rising to nearly $400 
billion annually once lost time and efforts time to repair 
systems are factored in. 

“And I think that is a very conservative estimate I must 
say given what crosses our desk at DHS,” she said. 

Napolitano also said that “we don’t have a good way to 
measure” the costs of cyber attacks “because in part we don’t 
have good information sharing and so it just indicates the need 
for more information sharing writ large and our particular 

need is for real-time information sharing because our ability to 
help, to mitigate, to protect is really dependent on knowing 
what is happening.” 

She also said that real-time information sharing would 
better help the federal government learn from the private 
sector and also warn other critical infrastructure of threats. 
Additionally, the federal government brings forensic 
capabilities that are better employed with real-time awareness, 
she said. 

Improved information sharing is one of two of the 
nation’s biggest needs when it comes to preventing and 
combating cyber attacks, Napolitano said. The other is best 
practices for use by critical infrastructure entities, she said. 

“We need to promote wider adoption of better practices 
on cyber security for the nation’s core critical infrastructure,” 
she said. “Much of the core critical infrastructure does a very 
good job but in an interconnected world if there is a weak link 
or a gap that creates a vulnerability that can be exploited to 
all.” 
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26. Senate Likely To Revisit Cyber Bill When Congress Returns 
(REUTERS 31 OCT 12) ... Andrea Shalal-Esa 

WASHINGTON -- Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid 
hopes to reintroduce cyber security legislation opposed by 
business groups once lawmakers return after Tuesday's 
election, a Senate aide said, adding that a White House 
executive order might pave the way for a compromise on the 
bill. 

Senator Joe Lieberman, one of the authors of the bill, 
would consider dropping a provision aimed at shoring up 
protection of critical infrastructure that had raised concerns 
among Senate Republicans, if that issue could be addressed in 
an executive order, Jeffrey Ratner, senior adviser for 
cybersecurity on the Senate Homeland Security Committee, 
said Wednesday. 

Lieberman, who heads the committee, "wants legislation, 
but he's willing to focus on the rest of this bill, because there 
are important things there that he believes need to be 
implemented," Ratner said after a cyber security event hosted 
by the Washington Post. 

"That is the easiest mechanism but we're open to other 
things," Ratner said, noting that Lieberman viewed it as 
critical to move ahead on a measure that would increase 
information-sharing between intelligence agencies and private 
companies. 

He said final decisions on how to proceed would be made 
depending on the outcome of the election, but the cyber 
security bill was one of the first items Reid wanted to tackle 
when lawmakers came back to Washington. 
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The Senate bill floundered in August after just 52 of the 
60 votes needed to advance the bill to a final vote were 
secured. Business groups opposed what they viewed as over-
regulation, while privacy groups worried that the measure 
would open the door to Internet eavesdropping. 

But congressional aides and cyber experts say the bill 
could get some fresh momentum given a spate of cyber attacks 
in recent weeks targeted at banks and financial institutions, as 
well a virus that disabled more than 30,000 computers at Saudi 
Arabia's state oil company, ARAMCO. 

Defense Secretary Leon Panetta gave a major policy 
speech earlier this month about cyber threats, and the White 
House is expected to issue an executive order to increase 
oversight of security measures in the private sector. 

Concern On Vulnerabilities 
Homeland Security Secretary Janet Napolitano on 

Wednesday again urged Congress to pass legislation that 
would help expand information-sharing between the 
government and private industry, noting that U.S. financial 
institutions and stock exchanges had already been targeted. 

"We know there are … vulnerabilities. We are working 
with them on that," Napolitano told executives at the 
Washington Post event. She said her agency was trying to 
adopt a more proactive approach to anticipate the next sector 

that could be targeted, noting that the U.S. energy sector was a 
particular concern. 

James Lewis, cyber expert at the Center for Strategic and 
International Studies, said one possibility might be to 
conference the Senate bill and a separate, bipartisan measure 
introduced in the House of Representatives by Chairman of 
the House Intelligence Committee Mike Rogers and the top 
Democrat on that panel, C.A. Ruppersberger. 

The idea, he said, would be to come up with some 
"minimally acceptable, passable thing." 

Dmitri Alperovitch, chief technology officer of 
CrowdStrike, said passing legislation was only part of the 
solution and congressional passage of a watered-down bill 
might make it tough to get other needed changes enacted in 
coming years. 

He said private companies and the government already 
shared information, but the bigger issue was that the 
government had been unwilling to take action against cyber 
attackers, even in cases involving major penetrations of 
private networks. 

"We're having the wrong debate," he said, noting that 
private companies were also nervous about sharing 
information with the government given leaks in previous 
cases. "What's the benefit of information-sharing if you're not 
going to act on the information?" 
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BUSINESS: 
27. San Diego's Drone Industry Doubles In Size 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 31 OCT 12) ... Gary Robbins 

The size of San Diego County’s unmanned aerial vehicle 
industry doubled over the past five years and could double 
again as UAVs are increasingly used for everything from 
spying on suspected terrorists abroad to monitoring the U.S.-
Mexico border, says a National University System report 
released Wednesday. 

The industry, which is centered in North County, 
generated at least $1.3 billion locally in 2011 and directly and 
indirectly supported 7,135 jobs. The report says the true 
impact could be far higher due to classified programs that are 
not included in public records. 

Most of the business can be tied to two defense giants — 
Northrop Grumman of Rancho Bernardo, which specializes in 
Global Hawk UAVs, and General Atomics Aeronautical 
Systems of Poway, which is best-known for Predators. 

Both companies develop a variety of the so-called drones, 
primarily for use outside the U.S. by the military and 
government. The UAVs were extensively used in the Iraq war, 
and are being used in the ongoing conflict in Afghanistan. But 
the UAVs may soon also be used domestically by law 
enforcement and other agencies, a move that is opposed by 
many privacy advocates. 

Analysts say the global market for such aircraft could 
exceed $12 billion by 2019. 

“This is a dynamic, growing industry, and San Diego has 
a big opportunity to take advantage of the expected growth,” 
said Kelly Cunningham, an economist at National’s Institute 
for Policy Research and lead author of the report. 

The study was commissioned by the San Diego North 
Chamber of Commerce. 

“We wanted to highlight the importance of the UAV 
sector, and to show the impact it has on the northern part of 
the county,” said Debra Rosen, president of the chamber, 
which has about 800 members, including Northrop Grumman. 

“Small businesses here would really be affected if we lost 
any of this industry.” 

San Diego County is the national center of the UAV 
industry. But such states as Oklahoma and South Dakota are 
trying to devise ways to lure a piece of the business. As the 
report states, “Several are making coordinated efforts to win 
designation from the (Federal Aviation Administration) as 
UAV test beds in the hopes that this will lead to increased 
R&D and manufacturing.” 

The report is meant to highlight that risk. 
Cunningham sees it clearly and notes that San Diego has 

at least two competitive advantages: An educated workforce 
and the county’s desirable weather. Local contractors also 
have long, successful ties to the military, a primary user of 
drones. 

These factors and others have helped San Diego County 
rebound from the deep slump that hit the aerospace industry 
after the end of the Cold War. The report notes that local 
aerospace contracts rose from $56 million in 2001 to $2.9 
billion in 2011. The growth has made UAVs the largest single 
category in the county’s defense contractor sector. 

The Pentagon is investing heavily in UAVs at a time 
when other areas of the defense budget are being cut. Analysts 
say that is likely to continue. The two presidential candidates 
— Barack Obama and Mitt Romney — expressed strong 
support for drones during a debate this month. 
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Drones have proved to be useful platforms, and they are 
less expensive than many military weapons and surveillance 
systems. And UAVs do not carry crews that could be killed. 

Drones have become a standard tool in surveillance, 
reconnaissance and intelligence gathering partly because of 
contributions by San Diego State University and the 
University of California San Diego. 

Northrop Grumman donated a section of a Global Hawk 
wing to SDSU in recognition of work the school’s alumni, 
professors and students did on a variety of UAV projects. The 
connection is so tight that Northrop Grumman currently 
employs more than 400 SDSU graduates. 

UCSD has been involved in UAV research for more than 
a decade, working on such areas the structural integrity of 
drones, better propulsion systems and ways to fly UAVs in 
coordinated packs. The university also is working to keep a 
heavy research load. 

“Our challenge in San Diego is access to FAA-approved 
airspace for flight testing autonomous UAVs,” said John 

Kosmatka, an engineering professor at UC San Diego’s Jacobs 
School of Engineering. “This is the advantage that North 
Dakota, New Mexico, and Oklahoma have over us, where 
large open spaces and military bases are available. 

Currently NASA-Dryden in Lancaster is the closest 
location for approved autonomous flight testing, but UC San 
Diego is working with the Navy to develop a closer FAA-
approved location. 

Such collaboration is essential, Cunningham said. 
“San Diego benefits from industry and academia coming 

together to identify gaps and opportunities for the local UAV 
industry, while providing science, technology, engineering, 
math (STEM) students with an understanding of the immense 
economic opportunities in the industry,” Cunningham said. 
“Complacency could cause the region to lose its leadership 
position and miss an opportunity to support a dynamic 
industry posed for even greater growth.” 
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COMMENTARY: 
28. A Tale Of Two Asias 
In the battle for Asia's soul, which side will win -- security or economics? 
(FOREIGN POLICY 31 OCT 12) ... Evan A. Feigenbaum and Robert A. Manning 

Whatever happened to the "Asian Century?" In recent 
months, two Asias, wholly incompatible, have emerged in 
stark relief. 

There is "Economic Asia," the Dr. Jekyll -- a dynamic, 
integrated Asia with 53 percent of its trade now being 
conducted within the region itself, and a $19 trillion regional 
economy that has become an engine of global growth. 

And then there is "Security Asia," the veritable Mr. Hyde 
-- a dysfunctional region of mistrustful powers, prone to 
nationalism and irredentism, escalating their territorial 
disputes over tiny rocks and shoals, and arming for conflict. 

In today's Asia, economics and security no longer run in 
parallel lines. In fact, they are almost completely in collision. 

In the one domain, Asian economies have come in recent 
years to depend increasingly on China -- and one another -- for 
trade, investment, and markets. And this trend toward regional 
economic integration has been reinforced over the last four 
years by austerity in Europe and slow growth in the United 
States. But these same economies now trade nationalist barbs, 
build navies, and acquire new arms and power projection 
capabilities. With the exception of China, all major Asian 
states, though their economies are increasingly integrated 
within Asia, are tacking hard across the Pacific toward the 
United States for their security. 

So much for the new East Asian community of which 
many in Asia have dreamed. 

What explains the change? Put bluntly, Economic Asia 
and Security Asia have become increasingly irreconcilable. 
But where Economic Asia was winning the contest in the 
decade and a half after the Asian financial crisis of 1997-98, 
Security Asia has begun to overwhelm those recent trends. 

Indeed, so powerful was the rise of Economic Asia that it 
had challenged even the longstanding American role in the 
region. Intra-Asian trade and investment took off fast with the 

end of the Cold War, but Asia's growing web of economic and 
political connections was particularly reinforced by the 1997-
98 financial crisis, which hit hardest in places like Indonesia 
and Thailand. Across the region, elites came to view the 
United States as arrogant and aloof, and groped for their own 
solutions to regional economic challenges. The United States, 
which bailed out Mexico in 1994, refused to bail out Thailand 
just three years later, fueling perceptions that it neglected 
Southeast Asia. To many in Asia, Washington appeared to be 
dictating clichéd solutions. And, in the ensuing years, 
preferential trade agreements, regionally based regulations and 
standards, and institutions created without American 
involvement advanced. These have threatened to marginalize 
the United States over time. 

But after two years of nationalistic rhetoric over rocks and 
islets in the East and South China Seas, Security Asia has 
roared back. Rampant and competing 19th and 20th-century 
nationalisms have moved again to the fore as pathologies that 
seemed frozen in time raise the specter of renewed conflict. A 
recent study from the Center for Strategic and International 
Studies reports that defense spending in China, Japan, India, 
South Korea, and Taiwan has doubled in the past decade, 
reaching $224 billion last year. Asians have worked for 
decades to develop a pan-Asian identity and enhance their 
collective clout in the global system. But economic integration 
has thus far yielded no basis for collective or cooperative 
security in the Pacific. Instead, the world's new center of 
economic gravity looks fragile and conflicted. 

Politics Unbound? 
Could Security Asia actually overwhelm, or even destroy, 

the economic gains that were beginning to pull the region 
away from its debilitating past? Some have argued that this is 
a temporary phenomenon -- a cynical ploy by Asia's 
politicians to build support at a time of domestic weakness. 
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But it is too easy to write off these recent developments as 
the product of domestic politics. Yes, China, Japan, South 
Korea, and Vietnam, among others, are focused on internal 
economic or political developments. Seoul, for example, is in 
the midst of a presidential campaign. Japan's governing party 
faces a stiff test, and probable defeat, at the hands of a 
resurgent Liberal Democratic Party next year. China is in the 
midst of a once-in-a-decade political succession, and, what is 
more, Beijing has hit the upper limit of its existing growth 
model, which is delivering diminishing returns and threatens 
to become a major political vulnerability for the government. 
Vietnam and others in Southeast Asia face domestic pressures 
to supercharge their economies and reinvigorate reforms. 

Yet while it is true that popular chauvinism is a useful 
tactic for Asia's beleaguered politicians, such tactics will yield 
significant costs and enduring damage. Nor are such passions 
easily turned on and off. Economic and political nationalism is 
deeply rooted in all Asian countries. It will survive and thrive 
even after these various political transitions are complete. 

Just take the Vietnam-China relationship. Nayan Chanda 
wrote in his classic history of Indochina,Brother Enemy, that 
events after the fall of Saigon demonstrated that "Instead of 
being the cutting edge of Chinese Communist expansion in 
Asia that U.S. planners had anticipated, Vietnam proved to be 
China's most bitter rival and foe." 

"History and nationalism, not ideology," he noted, 
powerfully shape Asia's future. 

Just as these nationalisms threatened ideologies of 
Communist solidarity in the late 1970s, so do they now 
threaten ideologies of pan-Asian integration. Economic Asia is 
increasingly at risk. 

Look, for example, at the recent events in China: As 
protestors took to the streets this fall in dozens of Chinese 
cities, Japanese businesses were attacked, thousands of China-
Japan flights were canceled, and Honda, Toyota, Panasonic, 
and other popular Japanese brands closed factories. Sales of 
Japanese cars in China fell nearly 30 percent in September. 
The Chinese government, which aspires to a prominent role in 
international institutions, allowed nationalist passions to 
overwhelm expansive global ambitions: Beijing scaled back 
its participation in the 2012 Annual Meetings of the 
International Monetary Fund and World Bank simply because 
they were held in Japan. 

The ghosts of history are visible elsewhere too. South 
Korea and Japan have traded nationalist recriminations over 
even tinier rocky islets. The result is that America's Northeast 
Asian allies, despite a robust trade relationship and a powerful 
shared interest in countering North Korean threats, could not 
sign even a straightforward intelligence-sharing agreement to 
enhance cooperation in the face of a common threat from 
Pyongyang. 

Asia's Schizophrenia 
Such developments belie much of what has been written 

about Asia's recent evolution. Many have argued, for instance, 
that Japanese strategy is now motivated principally by 
realpolitik instincts -- specifically a desire to balance rising 
Chinese power. But if this is true, then it is difficult to 
understand Tokyo's festering spat with South Korea. 

What is more, Tokyo has long been an exemplar of 
Economic Asia and a motive force behind the quest for greater 
regional economic integration. Postwar Japan, a strong U.S. 

ally with a powerful sense of trans-Pacific identity, has 
incubated a variety of pan-Asian regional ideas and ideologies, 
especially with respect to Asian monetary integration. It was 
Japanese officials who in 1997 proposed the establishment of 
an Asian Monetary Fund, which helped give rise to today's 
Chiang Mai Initiative of bilateral swaps among ASEAN Plus 
Three countries (the ten Southeast Asian members of ASEAN, 
plus China, Japan, and South Korea). And it was Junichiro 
Koizumi, a prime minister with especially robust ties to the 
United States, who helped to push forward a China-Japan-
South Korea trilateral mechanism and, with a competitive eye 
on China, other trade arrangements on the basis of ASEAN 
Plus Three. 

Amazingly, even amid this autumn's high geopolitical 
drama over contested islets, talks among Beijing, Tokyo, and 
Seoul for a trilateral free trade agreement rolled along. The 
same phenomenon can be seen in Southeast Asia. As fears of 
confrontation rose last summer, ASEAN Plus Three, which 
includes the South China Sea's three most vocal antagonists 
(China, Vietnam, and the Philippines),announced a 
strengthening of the Chiang Mai initiative through pledges 
that double the arrangement's size to $240 billion in the event 
of another financial crisis and the establishment of an 
implementation office. In November, ASEAN and six partners 
(Australia, China, India, Japan, New Zealand, and South 
Korea) launched negotiations for a Regional Comprehensive 
Economic Partnership that could be worth $17 trillion in trade 
and will be a counterpoint to Washington's preferred pact, the 
Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP). 

Strategic Dilemmas 
It is difficult to avoid analogies to Europe in 1914. 

Norman Angell's 1910 bestseller, The Great Illusion, argued 
that war would prove impossible because Western economies 
were so interdependent as to make conflict suicidal. But 
Thucydides' rationales why men go to war -- interest, honor, 
and fear -- have tended to prevail in international history. 

The current push and pull between Economic Asia and 
Security Asia thus raises a number of powerful questions. 

For one, Asia's major multilateral institutions have proved 
to be almost irrelevant to practical problem-solving. Is it, 
therefore, time to rethink these experiments in regional 
architecture? 

Pan-Asian regionalism has failed to quell Asia's 
nationalist demons, and existing institutions, including those 
that involve the United States, have been largely missing in 
action throughout the turmoil of recent years. Last summer, 
ASEAN cohesion collapsed at a meeting in Phnom Penh, with 
the Cambodian chair at loggerheads with Vietnam and the 
Philippines over how sharply to confront Beijing. The new 
East Asia Summit (EAS) has done nothing to consolidate an 
agenda in between its annual meetings. And the ASEAN 
Regional Forum (ARF) has, similarly, become an arena for 
accusations and counterclaims. Indeed, the ARF is perhaps the 
most pregnant example of institutional failure. ARF is Asia's 
leading security forum, yet all of the major sources of 
prospective conflict -- Korea, Asian maritime claims, China-
Taiwan, and India-Pakistan -- are largely off the table. 

Revisiting Asia's regional institutions could help to 
fashion mechanisms better able to address the real problems 
while buttressing the U.S. position. Inertia and "process-
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centered" rituals continue to predominate at regional meetings. 
Diplomats rack up frequent flyer miles but little else. 

Certainly, it can be useful for heads of state to meet 
regularly. But it would be wise for a group of like-minded 
countries, including the United States, to think through a 
modest but substantive operational agenda for the next EAS 
meeting to decide priority issues. Then, depending on the 
issue, leaders could ask that ARF or the Asia Pacific 
Economic Cooperation (APEC) forum, or another relevant 
body, follow up with practical actions. This would begin to 
inject greater relevance into regional institutions and more 
connectivity among them. 

Whither Washington? 
A second question concerns the American role in Asia. 
The U.S. role as Asia's security provider has been 

reinforced even as the region's economy has become 
increasingly pan-Asian, with the U.S. role shrinking in relative 
terms. This begs the question of whether the U.S. security role 
is sustainable without a significantly increased American 
economic profile in Asia, not to mention substantially greater 
leadership from Washington in driving regional trade and 
investment arrangements. 

At present, Washington faces two strategic dilemmas: 
First, the triumph of Security Asia would benefit the 

United States by assuring its centrality. After all, Washington 
is Asia's essential strategic balancer and is becoming more so 
against the backdrop of growing Chinese naval power and 
projection capabilities. The dilemma, then, is that a security-
dominant Asia will, at the same time, be a vastly more volatile 
region. And such volatility and instability are precisely what 
the United States has worked for two decades to avoid. 

Washington could find itself navigating uncomfortably 
between competing territorial claimants. It will find it difficult 
to avoid choosing sides not just on matters of principle, such 
as freedom of navigation, but also on this or that specific 
sovereignty claim -- for example, in the South China Sea 
between China and the Southeast Asian countries whom it has 
courted (some of whom have disputed claims with one 
another). An American president could ultimately find himself 
pulled into a military conflict over tiny shoals to which the 
United States has no claim. 

A second dilemma is that Americans seek a stable, 
dynamic Pacific Rim for the long term and, in that sense, need 

Economic Asia to prevail. But economically, Asia is 
increasingly pan-Asian, meaning that American centrality 
could actually shrink as trade and investment patterns come to 
further reflect intra-Asian economic and financial integration. 

U.S. economic involvement in Asia is growing in absolute 
terms but receding in relative terms. Trade with the United 
States comprises a diminishing share of nearly every East 
Asian country's total trade. Yet the U.S. response has been 
deeply inadequate. Thus far, Washington has focused mainly 
on security "rebalancing" to the exclusion of economic 
rebalancing. Asians are providing ever more economic public 
goods to one another, while the U.S. role in this sphere has 
ebbed. 

If present trends persist, America will only continue to 
recede. Thus the United States needs to raise its economic 
game in the region. And that will require revitalizing the U.S. 
economy and fiscal fundamentals. More than any factor, these 
could make a difference in demonstrating that the United 
States has staying power in Asia for the long term. 

If history is any guide, it may take a crisis or game-
changing shift for Asia to move more fully onto the positive 
path of Dr. Jekyll. Greater American involvement with 
Economic Asia will help. But there are few scenarios likely to 
produce a more dramatic shift through which Economic Asia 
could overwhelm Security Asia. 

If China stumbles in its efforts to rebalance its economy, 
concerns will mount that China is falling into the middle-
income trap, potentially risking its political stability. That 
could bring Asians together through a shared interest in 
avoiding a downward spiral in China. Similarly, a sudden 
collapse of North Korea could threaten all of Asia, 
precipitating a sobering crisis and leading nervous Northeast 
Asians to work together to manage the transition to a reunified 
Korea. 

But Dr. Jekyll faces a very uphill battle. Even under such 
dramatic scenarios, nationalistic responses could ensue, 
leading Mr. Hyde to prevail. 

Evan A. Feigenbaum is nonresident senior associate in 
the Asia Program at the Carnegie Endowment for 
International Peace. Robert A. Manning is senior fellow with 
the Brent Scowcroft Center on International Security at the 
Atlantic Council of the United States. Both served in the U.S. 
Department of State from 2001 to 2009. 
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29. All Politics Are Local In Iran Nuclear Dispute 
(WASHINGTON POST 01 NOV 12) ... Walter Pincus 

Domestic politics can make all the difference when it 
comes to the idea of taking military action against Iran’s 
nuclear program. Just look at the elections in the United 
States, Israel or even Iran. 

The latest example is the interview Monday with Israeli 
Defense Minister Ehud Barak by the Daily Telegraph in 
Britain. He said a step in Iran reported recently “allows 
contemplating delaying the moment of truth [meaning an 
attack on Iran’s nuclear facilities] by eight to 10 months.” 

Barak was referring to the finding released Aug. 30 by the 
International Atomic Energy Agency that between mid-
December 1991 and mid-August 1992, Tehran had converted 
almost half of its stock of uranium enriched to 20 percent, its 

most dangerous type, into a “peaceful” form that can’t be used 
for nuclear weapons. 

Barak gave several explanations for Iran’s actions, 
including that “it could probably be a diplomatic gambit that 
they have launched in order to avoid this issue culminating 
before the American election, just to gain some time.” 

There may be some truth to that. The next IAEA report on 
Iran’s nuclear facilities is not due until mid-November, but 
diplomats said last week that Iran had added more than 600 
centrifuges to its underground facility at Fordow. It eventually 
will have 3,000. They are not yet operational, the report said. 

A former prime minister and chief of the Israel Defense 
Forces, Barak has slowly moved away from Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu since the August IAEA report. 
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Netanyahu’s repeated threats to attack Iran have sharply 
divided Israelis, though he, too, has recently dropped such 
rhetoric. 

Both he and Barak are looking at Israel’s next 
parliamentary elections, which Netanyahu set for Jan. 22. The 
prime minister said he moved the date from next October 
because he couldn’t pass “a sensible budget.” 

But another issue was Barak’s concern that Netanyahu 
would hit Iran without U.S. support. 

Netanyahu’s announcement last week that he was 
aligning his Likud Party with the more conservative party of 
Foreign Minister Avigdor Lieberman was considered a way to 
free himself of the need for Barak’s support. On Monday he 
called the move “essential” and said Lieberman could become 
defense minister. 

Lieberman has advocated Israel make its own decision on 
Iran, saying in February that it is none of Washington’s 
business. In August, he said on Israeli television that he 
favored hitting Iran back in 2001 and still does. 

Netanyahu’s coalition may force centrist groups to unite 
in opposition. Barak’s comments may help him join that 
grouping, though he still believes only a military attack will 
stop — even temporarily — Iran seeking a nuclear weapon. 
“If no one acts, we will have to contemplate action,” he said 
Monday. 

Iran’s parliamentary elections in March saw candidates 
supporting the country’s supreme leader, Ali Khamenei, and 
the clerical establishment gain almost three-quarters of the 290 
seats. It was a clear defeat for Iranian President Mahmoud 
Ahmadinejad. A presidential election is set for June, but 
there’s speculation it may not happen because Khamenei 
favors eliminating the office in favor of parliament-elected 
prime minister. 

As I wrote Oct. 23, “Tehran’s public rhetoric aside, what 
does Washington know about the real nuclear-weapon beliefs 
of Iran’s supreme leader ... who apparently would make the 
decision to build and perhaps use any nuclear weapon?” 
Iranians may or may not want a nuclear weapon, but they 
certainly don’t want any foreign entity, starting with the U.S., 
forcing them to give up their entire nuclear program. 

Khamenei has recognized that there is no chance for any 
agreement with diplomats until after Nov. 6. Still Tehran has 
not ended talks and cleverly is still building enrichment 
capability, stressing it is for peaceful use. 

The U.S. election has been a diplomatic stumbling block. 
The White House has known its Republican opponents would 
have panned any deal that didn’t lead to a democratically 
elected government for Iran. Its platform stated, “America 
must lead the effort to prevent Iran from building and 
possessing nuclear weapons capability,” a position adopted by 
presidential nominee Mitt Romney. 

Capability can mean requiring a halt to any Iranian 
enrichment. President Obama’s position is to prevent Iran 
from building a nuclear weapon, implying some level of 
enrichment can be accommodated with inspections. 

Over the spring and summer, as the Obama administration 
tried to tamp down Israeli threats of a unilateral attack, 
Romney said the White House had not adequately threatened 
military action and was opening a gap in relations with Israel. 

Since the August IAEA report, Romney has toned down 
his rhetoric but has hopscotched among positions. On Oct. 9 
he told CNN, “Let’s also recognize that we have a long way to 
go before military action may be necessary,” adding: 
“Hopefully it’s never necessary.” In the Oct. 22 debate with 
Obama he said the U.S. mission was to “dissuade Iran from 
having a nuclear weapon through peaceful and diplomatic 
means,” suggesting tightening sanctions while staying open to 
a military option. 

In the past two weeks, Iranian and Western diplomats 
have expressed hopes for resuming nuclear talks before year’s 
end. 

One compromise has always been relaxing Western 
sanctions in return for Iran agreeing to reprocess uranium only 
up to 3.5 percent as fuel for its electrical power reactors; 
halting any enrichment to 20 percent and shipping any of that 
uranium out of the country; and perhaps closing its Fordow 
plant. All these elements would be under strict IAEA 
inspection. 

Compromise or military action? It may all depend on 
U.S., Israeli and Iranian elections. 
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30. Strategic Bases Vulnerable To Climate Change 
(STARS AND STRIPES 01 NOV 12) ... Stephen A. Cheney and Nick Cunningham 

Climate change is scientific fact; it is real and its effects 
are felt around the world. Climate change poses significant 
longterm national security threats to the United States. 
Drought, severe storms, floods and rising sea levels are just 
some of the consequences of climate change. 

These dangers may destabilize fragile governments, 
exacerbate existing tensions, and feed extremism. Left 
unaddressed, climate change will present challenges to 
America’s economy and military. These issues are discussed 
at length in the American Security Project’s new “Climate 
Security Report.” 

One worrying cost of climate change is the threat to 
dozens of military installations both at home and abroad. As 
the 2010 Quadrennial Defense Review Report notes, “In 2008, 
the National Intelligence Council (NIC) judged that more than 
30 U.S. military installations were already facing elevated 
levels of risk from rising sea levels. Do D’s operational 

readiness hinges on continued access to land, air, and sea 
training and test space.” 

According to the Department of Defense 2012 Base 
Structure Report, the U.S. military manages property in all 50 
states, seven U.S. territories and 40 foreign countries, 
comprising almost 300,000 individual buildings around the 
globe. These buildings are valued at $590 billion. The Army 
alone has more than 14 million acres of property, 2,000 
installations and 12,000 historical structures. 

Climate change puts these installations at risk. For 
example, in 1992, Hurricane Andrew nearly wiped out 
Homestead Air Force Base, Fla., and Hurricane Katrina 
destroyed 95 percent of Keesler Air Force Base, Miss. These 
bases were rebuilt, but it took millions of dollars to do so. 

Environmental threats to international U.S. military 
installments have more strategic implications. For example, 
the island of Diego Garcia in the Indian Ocean is a critical 
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logistics hub for U.S. and British forces in the Middle East. It 
also houses Air Force Satellite Control Network equipment 
that is used to control the GPS constellation. The island is 
extremely vulnerable to the effects of climate change because 
it is only one meter above sea level. If the island is flooded or 
inundated completely, the U.S. will lose a strategically vital 
installation . 

In order to prepare for these changes and to secure our 
military investments worldwide, the Department of Defense 
must conduct a comprehensive assessment of the 
vulnerabilities of military installations to climate change. Such 
an assessment could determine how climate change affects 
both the physical integrity of our military outposts and 
national security strategy. 

The American Security Project ranked the five military 
installations that are most at risk due to climate change. They 
are: 

1. Diego Garcia is vulnerable to coastal erosion and 
flooding. 

2. Bahrain houses the U.S. 5th Fleet, and the fleet has 
fixed installations on and around the Persian Gulf island-state. 
As a low-lying island, U.S. bases are at risk to climate 
instability and coastal erosion. 

3. Guam is home to one of the most strategically 
important U.S. bases in the Western Pacific Ocean. Because 

the island is exposed in the open ocean, it is susceptible to 
extreme storms, sea-level rise and erosion. 

4. Eglin Air Force Base, Fla., is the largest Air Force 
base in the world. Since it is on the coast in the Gulf of 
Mexico, it faces storm surges, sea-level rise and saltwater 
infiltration, which causes problems with freshwater resources 
in the area. 

5. Norfolk Naval Air Station, Va., is one of the largest 
naval complexes in the world. Because of its location on the 
southern tip of Virginia, it is at risk of sea-level rise and storm 
surge, but it may also face threats from hurricanes in the 
Atlantic. 

American national security strategy depends on military 
installations positioned around the world. In order to reduce 
the risk of climate change to these bases, the U.S. should take 
prudent, farsighted measures to invest in low-cost adaptation 
options — sea walls, storm surge barriers, coastal setbacks, 
and others. 

In the end, if the seas continue to rise and storms grow 
stronger, the challenge of adaptation will only become more 
costly. Ultimately, the security of American military 
installations is at risk to a changing climate. 

Marine Brig. Gen. Stephen A. Cheney (retired) is the 
CEO and Nick Cunningham is a policy analyst at the 
American Security Project. This week they published the 
report "Military Basing and Climate Change." 
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31. We Are All Venetians Now 
Are the world's major cities ready for the rising waters and freak storms of tomorrow? 
(FOREIGN POLICY 31 OCT 12) ... Frank Jacobs 

We are a coast-hugging species. About 44 percent of the 
world's population live beside the seaside, and that number is 
set to rise. Why? Maritime commerce and easy access to all 
that lovely seafood spring to mind. But maybe there's a more 
fundamental reason, a human instinct touched upon by the 
sailor Ishmael, explaining his aquatic affection on the very 
first page of Moby Dick: "If they but knew it, almost all men 
in their degree, some time or other, cherish nearly the same 
feelings towards the ocean with me." 

Unfortunately, the sea doesn't always return that tender 
affection. Like the number of coast-huggers, it too is set to 
rise. Between 1950 and 2009, global coastlines rose between 
0.6 and 1 millimeter annually. Taken together, those two 
trends spell global disaster, albeit of the very, very gradual 
kind. So what if the sea swallows up a low-lying atoll here and 
there? Who cares if entire (albeit tiny) Pacific nations may be 
engulfed in a few decades? If it happens slowly enough for the 
victims to row away to safety, it surely happens too slowly for 
anyone else to notice. So, if you're a low-lying island nation, 
you probably need a clever media stunt for the world to pay 
any attention. 

But add a noticeable rise in extreme weather to those 
creeping sea levels, throw in a high tide surge, and you've got 
Superstorm Sandy. Suddenly, New York looks eerily like it 
does in all those apocalyptic movies that were enjoyable 
because they seemed distant enough. Director Roland 
Emmerich's cinematic schadenfreude feels like a guilty 
pleasure now. It won't forever. 

New York will survive, get on with business, and Sandy 
will recede in memory. But from now on, New Yorkers won't 

be able to say Mother Nature didn't give them notice. Folks in 
New Orleans got a similar, albeit more distressing, wake-up 
call in 2005 from Hurricane Katrina. In both cases, the storms 
are forebodings of the cities' future demise. Nothing is eternal. 
Like people and countries, cities too eventually kick the 
bucket. The likeliest scenario for New Orleans and New York 
is that they will die a watery death, swallowed up eventually 
by the otherwise life-giving sea. The waters will rise, steadily 
but imperceptibly, while Poseidon will occasionally reach into 
his war-chest for tempests to whack their defenses with -- until 
they break. 

Not that the Greek sea god is a sort of pagan Osama bin 
Laden, who has a special bone to pick with the United States. 
The list of metropoles threatened by rising seas and freak 
storms is alarmingly long, if (from a U.S. viewpoint) 
reassuringly international. Some of the world's other great 
cities regularly threatened by coastal flooding, and long-term 
candidates for watery extinction, are: 

 Mumbai, India: 2.8 million inhabitants exposed to 
flooding 

 Shanghai, China: 2.4 million exposed 

 Miami, United States: 2 million exposed 

 Alexandria, Egypt: 1.3 million exposed 

 Tokyo, Japan: 1.1 million exposed 

 Bangkok, Thailand: 900,000 exposed 

 Dhaka, Bangladesh: 850,000 exposed 

 Abidjan, Ivory Coast: 520,000 exposed 

 Jakarta, Indonesia: 500,000 exposed 
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 Lagos, Nigeria: 360,000 exposed 
But this accounting doesn't include several notable cities. 

London is not on the list, perhaps because of its state-of-the-
art Thames Barrier, the world's second-largest moveable flood 
gate (after the Dutch Oosterscheldekering), which is 
nevertheless predicted to lose its protective function by 2050 
due to rising sea levels. The artist Michael Pinsky earlier this 
year provided a poignant reminder of that future threat: his 
project Plunge encircled noteworthy London monuments in 
blue neon at the sea level predicted for the year 3111 -- 90 feet 
above its current height. 

Also absent from most soon-to-be-inundated lists is St. 
Petersburg. The former Russian capital was built on the 
marshy meeting point between the River Neva and the Baltic 
Sea, an area so flood-prone that it inspired one of Alexander 
Pushkin's most famous poems, The Bronze Horseman. It tells 
of a grief-stricken flood survivor whose girl has drowned, 
cursing the equestrian statue of the city's founder, Peter the 
Great, who promptly comes to life to chase the protagonist to 
his death. To combat the recurring floods -- more than 300 
since the city's founding in 1703 -- Russia's "Window on the 
West" is now framed by a sea wall that doubles as part of the 
city's ring road. 

Sea walls are the most expensive solution, and the only 
one enabling coastal cities to claim a victory over the sea, 
however tenuous and temporary. But while Manhattan could 
feasibly find the money to construct such fortifications, other 
flood-prone cities might not have the financial wherewithal to 
construct similar defenses, and may have to resort to strategic 
accommodation. According to theU.S. Global Change 
Research Program, coastal cities can either choose to work 
around the rising water by staying put, elevating parts of the 
natural and built environment; or beating the retreat as the 
shoreline inevitably advances inland. 

In the Netherlands, which pioneered the expensive sea-
wall solution, public debate nevertheless occasionally flares 

up about giving parts of low-lying wetlands, marshlands and 
farmlands -- won so dearly over the centuries -- back to the 
sea. Rising tides do imply a rising cost of maintaining the 
status quo. 

Nowhere is that lesson more keenly felt than in Venice. 
Since its founding in the 6th century on an Adriatic 
archipelago as a refuge from the marauding Ostrogoths and 
other barbaric invaders, the city whose streets are paved with 
water has been sinking at an average rate of 1.5 inches per 
century. But now rising sea levels are combining with the 
area's naturally soft foundations to accelerate the sinking by as 
much as five times the previous rate. 

The MOSE Project, slated for completion in 2014, is a sea 
wall similar to the British, Dutch, and Russian examples. 
When finished, it will be able to close off the laguna 
containing Venice, safeguarding it from high tides. The 
project is controversial (not to mention expensive, at some 4.7 
billion euros), though, and its critics continue to push 
alternatives, like the scheme to pump the Venetian 
underground full of sludge to stop the city from subsiding. 

Until it's saved -- or disappears beneath the waves -- 
Venice will remain the emblematic Sinking City. But maybe 
the romance of the place will wear off a bit as more and more 
coast-huggers start to relate to it after their cities experience 
their own defining Katrina/Sandy moment. As coastal cities 
grow, sea levels rise, and extreme weather increases, we're 
discovering that we are all Venetians now. There's still time 
for governments and civic leaders to embark on the serious 
projects needed to protect their cities from Mother Nature. But 
this is a tale that doesn't always end well. Just about every 
folklore tradition in the world has a story about a sunken city, 
the bells of which can still be heard during storms. Perhaps 
some day those bells will toll for us. 

Frank Jacobs is a London-based author, journalist, and 
blogger. He writes about strange maps, intriguing borders, 
and other cartographic curiosities. 
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On This Day In The Navy: 
1955: Commissioning of USS Forrestal (CVA-59), first of postwar supercarriers. 
 

TOP STORIES: 
1. U.S. To Boost Effort Against Al Qaeda Affiliate 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 01 OCT 12) ... Julian E. Barnes and Siobhan Gorman 

WASHINGTON—The U.S. is preparing for a stepped-up counterterrorism campaign against al Qaeda's affiliate in North Africa 
in response to the Sept. 11 attack on the American consulate in Libya, said current and former officials. 

 
2. CNO: High Op Tempo Straining Fleet 
Crises keep carriers, other ships at sea 
(NAVY TIMES 08 OCT 12) ... Sam Fellman 

With four carrier strike groups responding to crises, the fleet is nearing the limits of a sustainable deployment pace, the Navy's top 
officer said Sept. 27, an acknowledgment that comes as the defense secretary decides whether to continue a two-carrier presence 
requirement in 5th Fleet that's already entered its third year. 

 
3. Iran's Ahmadinejad Says Talks Will Progress After U.S. Election 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 30 SEP 12) ... Susan Decker 

Iranian President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad said talks over his country's development of enriched uranium will be more productive 
after the U.S. election and expressed optimism the two sides will "be able to take some steps forward." 

 

MIDEAST: 
4. U.S. May Have Put Mistaken Faith In Libya Site’s Security 
(NEW YORK TIMES 01 OCT 12) ... Eric Schmitt, David D. Kirkpatrick and Suliman Ali Zway 

WASHINGTON — An effective response by newly trained Libyan security guards to a small bombing outside the American 
diplomatic mission in Benghazi in June may have led United States officials to underestimate the security threat to personnel there, 
according to counterterrorism and State Department officials, even as threat warnings grew in the weeks before the recent attack that 
killed Ambassador J. Christopher Stevens and three other Americans. 

 
5. A Test Of Wills 
Air raids and cyberattacks lose appeal as Iranian defenses improve 
(AVIATION WEEK 01 OCT 12) ... David A. Fulghum 

WASHINGTON -- Aerial bombing of Iran's nuclear and missile programs offers little political, deterrent or military value. That 
judgment encompasses bombing raids by either Israel or the U.S., contend a growing number of U.S. analysts. 

 
6. Jellyfish, Sea Snakes And Beetles: The Challenges Of Hunting For Sea Mines 
Hunting for mines in the Persian Gulf, as tensions between Israel and Iran build 
(PBS 28 SEP 12) ... Daniel Sagalyn 

PERSIAN GULF — One of the biggest challenges hunting for mines in the Persian Gulf are the creatures in the water. There are 
sharks, jellyfish and sea snakes according to Charles Vaillancourt, a Leading Seaman in the Canadian Navy whose specialty is 
clearance diving. 

 
7. U.S., Gulf Countries Seek To Advance Missile Defense Plan 
(REUTERS 28 SEP 12) ... Andrew Quinn 

NEW YORK--The United States and its Gulf partners are looking to deepen cooperation on missile defense as tensions rise with 
Iran, and announcements could come soon on new purchases, U.S. officials said on Friday. 
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AFGHANISTAN: 
8. 5 Are Dead After Clash Between U.S. And Afghan Troops 
(NEW YORK TIMES 01 OCT 12) ... Rod Nordland 

KABUL, Afghanistan — Only two days after joint operations between American and Afghan forces were said to be returning to 
normal, five people — two Americans and three Afghans — were killed when a pitched battle broke out between soldiers of the two 
sides, American and Afghan officials said Sunday. 

 
9. U.S. Military Deaths Hit 2,000 
The death toll has steadily climbed with recent attacks by supposed allies against U.S. and NATO troops. 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 30 SEP 12) ... Patrick Quinn 

KABUL, Afghanistan — The killing of an American serviceman in an exchange of fire with allied Afghan soldiers pushed U.S. 
military deaths in the war to 2,000, a cold reminder of the perils that remain after an 11-year conflict that now garners little public 
interest at home. 

 

ASIA – PACIFIC: 
10. Images Provide Clues To China’s Naval Might 
(DEFENSE NEWS 01 OCT 12) ... Wendell Minnick 

As China celebrated the launch of its first aircraft carrier last week, images and video posted on the Internet raise new questions 
as to how far along the country has come in the development of its carrier capability. 

 
11. Mids Make History With Cruise Aboard Chinese Training Ship 
(NAVY TIMES 08 OCT 12) ... Sam Fellman 

You’ve probably met foreign Sailors and toured warships from allied nations. But did you ever wonder what it’s like to sail with 
the Chinese navy? 

 
12. Philippines Sends More Troops To Guard Disputed Islands 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 30 SEP 12) 

MANILA - The Philippines has deployed 800 more Marines and opened a new headquarters to guard its interests in the disputed 
Spratlys islands, which China also claims, a senior military official said Sunday. 

 
13. Ospreys Fly To U.S. Base On Okinawa Despite Protests 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 01 OCT 12) ... Malcolm Foster 

TOKYO — Six Osprey hybrid aircraft were transferred to a U.S. base on the southern Japanese island of Okinawa on Monday — 
and were greeted by hundreds of protesters outside the fence showing their concern about the plane's safety. 

 

AFRICA: 
14. As Kenyan Forces Press Militants Across Border, A Church Is Attacked Back Home 
(NEW YORK TIMES 01 OCT 12) ... Jeffrey Gettleman 

MOMBASA, Kenya — A 9-year-old boy was killed and several other children were wounded on Sunday when a grenade was 
hurled into a church in Kenya’s capital, Nairobi, two days after Kenyan forces invaded the last major stronghold of the Shabab 
militant group in Somalia. 

 
15. Kenya Navy Shells Somali Town After Rebels Retreat 
(REUTERS 30 SEP 12) ... Abdi Sheikh and Feisal Omar 

MOGADISHU -- Kenyan warships shelled the southern Somali port of Kismayu overnight after al Qaeda-linked rebels said they 
had abandoned the city, residents said on Sunday. 

 

ARMY: 
16. Foot Soldiers March Their Way Into New Air Sea Battle Concept 
(WASHINGTON TIMES 30 SEP 12) ... Kristina Wong 

The Army is preparing to officially join the Pentagon’s “Air Sea Battle” operational concept, as the Defense Department shifts its 
focus from land operations in the Middle East and Europe to mostly naval and aerial activities in the Asia-Pacific region. 
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MCPON: 
17. West Retires, Stevens Takes Over In MCPON Ceremony 
(NAVY TIMES 08 OCT 12) ... Jacqueline Klimas 

Master Chief Petty Officer of the Navy (SS/SW) Rick West stepped down as top enlisted leader during a Sept. 28 retirement 
ceremony at the Washington Navy Yard, making way for Fleet Master Chief (AW/NAC) Mike Stevens. 

 
18. A Farewell To The MCPON 
(U.S. NAVAL INSTITUTE BLOG 28 SEP 12) ... Rear Adm. James Foggo 

Last Friday night I was walking down the 4th corridor to my office in N81. It had been a long week. I was a little tired and 
looking forward to a cold beer when I got home… Then I heard a booming voice call out: “SHIPMATE… ARE YOU COMING TO 
MY CEREMONY NEXT FRIDAY???” 

 

PERSONNEL: 
19. New Disability System Fails To Speed Claims 
Average case now drags on for more than a year 
(MILITARY TIMES 08 OCT 12) ... Patricia Kime 

Five years after launching a combined effort to cut the time it takes to complete disability evaluations and begin paying benefits to 
wounded, injured and ill troops, it now takes the Defense and Veterans Affairs departments an average of 100 days longer to close a 
case. 

 

MARINE CORPS: 
20. Undue Influence 
The commandant's tough talk complicates Corps' push to curtail sex assaults 
(MARINE CORPS TIMES 08 OCT 12) ... Gidget Fuentes 

The commandant was embarrassed. He was annoyed. A rash of scandals at home and abroad, coupled with the Marine Corps' 
shocking sexual assault rates, left him no doubt that accountability had slipped and the public's trust was at stake. 

 
21. Civilians Get A Taste Of Boot Camp 
A grueling three-mile obstacle course in San Diego gives a small glimpse of the process that turns young 
men into Marines. 
(LOS ANGELES TIMES 30 SEP 12) ... Tony Perry 

SAN DIEGO--Marine Gunnery Sgt. Douglas King, lean as a whippet and possessed of a commanding, rapid-fire voice, set the 
tone quickly and without equivocation as he addressed the Saturday morning assemblage of civilian runners. 

 
22. Few Options For Replacing Destroyed Harrier Jets 
(BLOOMBERG GOVERNMENT 28 SEP 12) ... Kevin Brancato and Christine Ryan 

Tight budgets and a closed production line will make it harder for the U.S. Marine Corps to replace the eight AV-8B Harrier jets 
lost to a Sept. 14 Taliban attack in Afghanistan. 

 

ENERGY: 
23. Ten Clean Energy Technologies The U.S. Military Needs To Win The Next Naval War 
(FORBES 30 SEP 12) ... William Pentland 

The future seems bleak for sea pirates, terrorists, tyrants and any other brigand or bully in the bad guy business. Courtesy of 
Uncle Sam’s Canoe Club, the good guys are about to get faster, stronger and more agile. And yes, clean energy is the secret sauce. 

 

CYBER: 
24. Military Cybersecurity Gets Closer Scrutiny 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 01 OCT 12) ... Laura Litvan and Gopal Ratnam 

Cybersecurity is in the spotlight in Washington, especially after attacks on U.S. banks in the past two weeks crippled their 
websites, and the military is playing a central role in the debate. 

 
25. U.S. Moves Toward Normalization Of Cyber Warfare 
(DEFENSE NEWS 01 OCT 12) ... Zachary Fryer-Biggs 

Cyber weapons and capabilities may still be carefully guarded behind thick layers of classification, but the U.S. military apparatus 
is starting to lump the cyber domain in with other weapons and types of warfare. 
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INFRASTRUCTURE / INSTALLATIONS: 
26. Navy's Green Plan For Pearl Harbor Runway Draws Fire 
(USA TODAY 30 SEP 12) ... Drew Gingrich 

History buffs say the famous runway at Pearl Harbor's Ford Island is under attack once again -- this time from the U.S. Navy 
itself, which may cover it with solar panels. 

 
27. New Center For Amputees, TBI Patients Planned 
Invictus San Diego would treat military, veterans and civilians 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 30 SEP1 2) ... Gretel C. Kovach 

A group of military, veteran and community health care heavyweights began meeting last year in San Diego to think big about 
improving treatment for amputation and traumatic brain injury. 

 

COMMENTARY: 
28. A New Course For The Middle East 
Restore the three sinews of American influence: our economic strength, our military strength and the 
strength of our values. 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 01 OCT 12) ... Mitt Romney 

Disturbing developments are sweeping across the greater Middle East. In Syria, tens of thousands of innocent people have been 
slaughtered. In Egypt, the Muslim Brotherhood has come to power, and the country's peace treaty with Israel hangs in the balance. In 
Libya, our ambassador was murdered in a terrorist attack. U.S. embassies throughout the region have been stormed in violent protests. 
And in Iran, the ayatollahs continue to move full tilt toward nuclear-weapons capability, all the while promising to annihilate Israel. 

 
29. What's In A War 
The Iran discussion the U.S. must have 
(WASHINGTON POST 30 SEP 12) ... William J. Fallon, Chuck Hagel, Lee Hamilton, Thomas Pickering and Anthony Zinni 

War with Iran is not inevitable, but U.S. national security would be seriously threatened by a nuclear-armed Iran. Particularly 
given the recent speeches at the U.N. General Assembly, military action is being discussed intensely. Public discussion of military 
action, however, is often reduced to rhetoric and partisan politics. We propose a nonpartisan, reasoned debate about the implications 
for the United States of another war in the wider Middle East. 

 
30. On Patrol With Bravo Company In Afghanistan 
A 4-foot cobra slithered across the patrol's path. The Marines shrugged—a snake couldn't blow off their 
legs. 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 01 OCT 12) ... Bing West 

Last Thursday the Pentagon announced that joint patrols between U.S. and Afghan troops had resumed after a 10-day hiatus. 
During that time, our commanders are said to have completed security reviews and beefed up measures to prevent more deadly 
"green-on-blue" attacks by Afghan forces on U.S. personnel. Yet over the weekend another green-on-blue incident killed another 
American, pushing the U.S. military death toll in the 11-year war to 2,000. 

 
31. China Builds Nuclear Arsenal While Rest Of The World Disarms 
Weakened America will provoke aggression 
(WASHINGTON TIMES 01 OCT 12) ... John J. Tkacik Jr. 

While the United States negotiates with Russia on dismantling America's nuclear arsenal, China has become the world's busiest 
builder of nuclear weapons. If America's allies, especially in Asia, lose confidence in the U.S. nuclear deterrent, the Obama 
administration's vaunted "pivot to the Pacific" will become irrelevant. 

 
32. Big U.S. Fleet Nears Disputed Islands, But What For? 
(TIME 30 SEP 12) ... Kirk Spitzer 

TOKYO – It’s probably just a coincidence; no need to worry yet. But the U.S. has quietly assembled a powerful air, land and sea 
armada not far from where Japan and China are squaring off over disputed islands in the East China Sea. 

 
33. Sequestration Sends Wrong Message To U.S. Friends And Foes Alike 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 30 SEP 12) ... U.S. Rep. Duncan Hunter 

To most Americans, the term “sequestration” does not mean a whole lot, at least right now, but it should, given the uncertain 
future facing U.S. national security. 
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TOP STORIES: 
1. U.S. To Boost Effort Against Al Qaeda Affiliate 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 01 OCT 12) ... Julian E. Barnes and Siobhan Gorman 

WASHINGTON—The U.S. is preparing for a stepped-up 
counterterrorism campaign against al Qaeda's affiliate in North 
Africa in response to the Sept. 11 attack on the American 
consulate in Libya, said current and former officials. 

The move reinforces the view now prevalent among 
intelligence and military officials that al Qaeda in the Islamic 
Maghreb, an offshoot of the terrorist movement founded by 
Osama bin Laden, played a prominent role in the consulate 
attack in Benghazi that killed four Americans, including 
Christopher Stevens, the U.S. ambassador to Libya. 

The government is considering additional deployments of 
Predator or Reaper drones to supplement those already in the 
region. While the pilotless aircraft carry missiles, current talks 
under way revolve around their utility as surveillance tools. 

The military also is considering ways to increase 
counterterrorism training with North African militaries, 
officials said. 

The thrust of the efforts would be to help governments in 
North Africa suppress al Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb, 
known as AQIM, and other militant groups, officials said. 

"There are a lot of ideas being explored about how to step 
up our game against AQIM," the U.S. official said. The 
administration hasn't ruled out a direct U.S. response, officials 
said. 

Officials haven't set a timetable for stepped-up 
counterterrorism activities against AQIM, but said the 
discussions for doing so are active. 

The steps come as Obama administration officials defend 
preliminary assessments of the consulate attack as an assault 
that grew out of a spontaneous protest against an anti-Islamic 
video made in the U.S. 

That assessment changed a week after the Sept. 11 attacks 
as investigators reported evidence connecting the attack to 
AQIM. 

On Friday, the office of the U.S. Director of National 
Intelligence issued a revised assessment based on "new 
details" showing the attack had been "deliberate and 
organized," though not necessarily preplanned. 

Most of the militants involved in the attack came from the 
local Libyan militant group known as Ansar al Sharia. But 
officials now have identified a few members of AQIM as 
among the attackers, current and former officials said. 

They also have identified at least one militant among the 
attackers who is affiliated with al Qaeda in Iraq, another 
deadly affiliate of the militant network, signifying a wider 
international element to the militant threat in Libya. 

Intelligence officials see no evidence of involvement from 
al Qaeda's central leadership in Pakistan. 

Based on a range of evidence, including conversations 
among operatives and video footage, the consensus among 
U.S. officials is that the decision to act was made on Sept. 11, 

though the militants had already been preparing for an attack, 
several current and former U.S. officials said. 

After protesters scaled the walls of the U.S. embassy in 
Cairo, AQIM members held a series of conversations with 
members of the local militant group Ansar al Sharia, with 
whom they'd worked in the past, according to current and 
former officials. They decided to step up some "off-the-shelf" 
plans, these officials said. 

"They had done planning in general for attacks," said a 
former U.S. official. "They sort of fast-forwarded a bunch of 
stuff." 

One American official said that among the attackers, 
"there could be a number of individual or ad hoc ties with 
AQIM or other extremist groups." The official added that 
"these connections alone don't mean AQIM was behind or 
planned the attack." 

Whatever investigators ultimately conclude as the precise 
role AQIM, many officials believe it is important to begin 
stepping up operations against AQIM, to prevent a greater 
threat. 

The CIA has sent a number of its operatives to Libya, a 
former U.S. official said, both to help gather information on 
the attack and collect intelligence to counter local militants 
and AQIM. 

Al Qaeda in the Maghreb has long been seen as a critical 
threat, both by the U.S. military's Africa command and others, 
officials said. But recent violence has drawn wider attention to 
the group. 

Still, military and other U.S. officials said the overall 
assessment of the threat posed by AQIM hasn't changed. U.S. 
officials have said there was no intelligence indicating an 
imminent attack in Benghazi, although the area had seen 
growing instability and violence in recent months. 

"No one should draw the conclusion that AQIM is 
ascendant because of this attack," the U.S. official said. 

The bulk of U.S. counterterrorism operations in Africa, 
which currently focus mainly on Somalia, are led by the 
military. 

But there are challenges to increasing U.S. training efforts 
in North Africa. 

The Libyan military remains too disorganized to benefit 
from high-end training by American special-operations forces, 
officials said. 

Tunisia, on the other hand, could be a candidate for 
increased cooperation with U.S. forces. But the AQIM threat 
in that country is comparatively minor. 

A "handful" of U.S. troops remain in Mali from previous 
counterterrorism missions, according to defense officials. 
Special operations halted training operations there after a 
military coup in March. Some in the U.S. military believe that 
training in Mali should restart to counter a significant AQIM 
presence and stocks of weapons from the revolution in Libya. 

Return to Index 
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2. CNO: High Op Tempo Straining Fleet 
Crises keep carriers, other ships at sea 
(NAVY TIMES 08 OCT 12) ... Sam Fellman 

With four carrier strike groups responding to crises, the 
fleet is nearing the limits of a sustainable deployment pace, the 
Navy's top officer said Sept. 27, an acknowledgment that 
comes as the defense secretary decides whether to continue a 
two-carrier presence requirement in 5th Fleet that's already 
entered its third year. 

The Navy has stationed two carriers in the Middle East 
for nine months a year since 2010, a heavy request for forces 
that officials refer to as a 1.7-carrier requirement. The Navy 
had been committed to this through September; after that, 
Navy officials planned to revert to a 1.0 presence. But that 
possibility seems more and more unlikely as the fleet responds 
to Iranian saber-rattling, a territorial dispute between Japan 
and China and the latest wave of unrest sweeping the Middle 
East. 

The Enterprise and Eisenhower carrier strike groups are 
deployed in the Middle East, and the Stennis and George 
Washington strike groups are underway in 7th Fleet. On top of 
this, there are four ships in the Red Sea -- amphibious assault 
ship Iwo Jima, amphibious transport dock New York and 
destroyers Jason Dunham and Farragut -- ready to respond to 
crises from North Africa to Central Asia. 

“So [there’s] a lot of activity obviously going on around 
the world today in your Navy,” Chief of Naval Operations 
Adm. Jon Greenert said in a Sept. 27 speech. “It’s driven op 
tempo up higher than we would like, but we’re here to 
respond.” 

Greenert, speaking to an audience of officers and 
contractors at an Association of the United States Navy 
luncheon in Washington, said the Navy was close to its limit 
under the fleet response plan, the model for training and 
deploying ships. Four carriers deployed, per the plan, requires 
six to be underway and training back home, Greenert said. 
Two carriers are being over¬hauled, and Enterprise is set to be 
deactivated this year. 

Greenert hinted that the biggest hurdle is explaining the 
fleet has hit its limit. 

“Our hardest problem will be, ‘You can’t do more?’ ” he 
said. “And say, ‘No, not with what we have.’ And so ... I 
would tell you that [Defense] Secretary [Leon] Panetta asks a 
lot of insightful questions about -- and worries about -- the 
people first, our crews and that rotation.” 

Ashton Carter, the deputy defense secretary, is studying 
the Navy’s fleet response plan “in great detail,” Greenert said. 
“Some say, ‘Oh golly!’ I’m like, ‘Bring it on. Let’s look at 
this. If there’s another way, that’s fine.’ But the point is, we’re 
being looked at very closely and I’m comfortable with it.” 

Greenert was optimistic the Navy could get more funding 
but cautioned that upcoming budget cuts will have real-world 
implications. 

“If you want to have less, you’re going to get less coming, 
more than likely,” he said. 

Return to Index 
 

3. Iran's Ahmadinejad Says Talks Will Progress After U.S. Election 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 30 SEP 12) ... Susan Decker 

Iranian President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad said talks over 
his country's development of enriched uranium will be more 
productive after the U.S. election and expressed optimism the 
two sides will "be able to take some steps forward." 

“We have seen during many years that as we approach the 
United States presidential election, no important decisions are 
made,” Ahmadinejad said on CNN’s “Fareed Zakaria GPS” 
program. “Following the election, certainly the atmosphere 
will be much more stable, and important decisions can be 
made and announced.” 

Ahmadinejad, who is completing his second and last term 
as president, said meetings over Iran’s nuclear program with 
the five permanent members of the United Nations Security 
Council, plus Germany, will result in “a very important 
decision” following the U.S. November election. Iran 
contends its nuclear facilities are for peaceful civilian 
purposes. 

“We have set forth proposals, we are holding dialogue,” 
he said in the CNN interview, according to a transcript of the 
program scheduled to air today. “We do hope to be able to 
take some steps forward.” 

U.S. President Barack Obama, in Sept. 25 speech before 
the General Assembly, said that time “is not unlimited” to 
reach a diplomatic resolution and vowed that the U.S. “will do 
what we must to prevent Iran from obtaining a nuclear 
weapon.” 
 

'Hell To Pay' 
Senator Richard Lugar of Indiana, the top Republican on 

the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, said Democrat 
Obama’s efforts to work with U.S. allies and impose strict 
sanctions on Iran is the correct policy. In an interview with 
Bloomberg Television’s “Political Capital with Al Hunt,” 
Lugar said that there “will be hell to pay” if those calling for 
war with Iran are successful. 

“The implications for the Israeli people here are very 
severe,” said Luger, 80, who is leaving the Senate after 36 
years following his defeat in a primary in May. “The idea of 
moving with our allies, as many as we can find, on effective 
sanctions on the country has been the right move.” 

Republican presidential candidate Mitt Romney has 
criticized Obama’s position, saying the president hasn’t been 
tough enough and that military action shouldn’t be ruled out. 
Romney said he would seek an international indictment of 
Ahmadinejad for incitement to genocide and would treat 
Iran’s diplomats “like the pariah they are.” 

Red Lines 
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, using a 

cartoon drawing of a bomb, told the UN Sept. 27 that the 
international community should impose “red lines” on Iran’s 
program to prevent the country from building nuclear 
weapons. 
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Ahmadinejad said he wasn’t concerned that action by 
Israel would alter Iranian policies. He likened any attacks to 
those by terrorists who explode bombs or assassinate officials. 

“Will the country be destroyed? No,” Ahmadinejad said. 
“We see the Zionist regime at the same level of the bombers 
and criminals and the terrorists. Even if they do something, 
hypothetically, it will not affect us fundamentally.” 

Ahmadinejad denied reports that the Iranian economy is 
faltering and said the sanctions haven’t hurt foreign trade. 

“Many of the European companies are currently, as we 
speak, conducting trade with us,” he said. “Some of them do it 
in hiding. They do secretly, but they do conduct that trade. 
You hear some news and you believe that Iran’s economy is 
now in chaos. It is not so.” 

Iran's Economy 
Foreign investment in Iran jumped 83 percent to $6.8 

billion in the first half of the current Iranian year, which began 
on March 20, the Tehran Times reported Sept. 27, citing 
Deputy Economy Minister Behrouz Alishiri. 

Iran’s Central Bank on Sept. 5 said the country’s inflation 
rate was 23.5 percent in the month that ended Aug. 20. 
Parliament Speaker Ali Larijani was quoted by Shargh 
newspaper Sept. 26 as saying it was actually 29 percent. 

Iran‘s currency, the rial, hit a record low against the U.S. 
dollar yesterday in the country‘s capital, Tehran, where the 
street traders were selling dollars at 28,100 rials, the state-Run 
Mehr news agency reported. 

On Syria, Ahmadinejad again refused to call on President 
Bashar al-Assad to step down. He said a group whose 
members include representatives from Egypt, Turkey, Iran and 
Saudi Arabia could help negotiate a peace, including setting 
up a national election. 

Syrian troops are battling with rebels in the commercial 
hub of Aleppo, the country’s largest city. International efforts 
to end the 18-month conflict have failed to stop the violence as 
rebels continue the fight to overthrow Assad that began March 
of last year. The conflict has killed 30,000 people, according 
to estimates by the Syrian Observatory for Human Rights, an 
opposition group. 

Return to Index 
 
 

MIDEAST: 
4. U.S. May Have Put Mistaken Faith In Libya Site’s Security 
(NEW YORK TIMES 01 OCT 12) ... Eric Schmitt, David D. Kirkpatrick and Suliman Ali Zway 

WASHINGTON — An effective response by newly 
trained Libyan security guards to a small bombing outside the 
American diplomatic mission in Benghazi in June may have 
led United States officials to underestimate the security threat 
to personnel there, according to counterterrorism and State 
Department officials, even as threat warnings grew in the 
weeks before the recent attack that killed Ambassador J. 
Christopher Stevens and three other Americans. 

The guards’ aggressive action in June came after the 
mission’s defenses and training were strengthened at the 
recommendation of a small team of Special Forces soldiers 
who augmented the mission’s security force for several weeks 
in April while assessing the compound’s vulnerabilities, 
American officials said. 

“That the local security did so well back in June probably 
gave us a false sense of security,” said one American official 
who has served in Libya, and who spoke on condition of 
anonymity because the F.B.I. is investigating the attack. “We 
may have fooled ourselves.” 

The presence of the Special Forces team and the 
conclusions reached about the role of the Libyan guards offer 
new insight into the kind of security concerns that American 
officials had before the attack on Sept. 11. 

Security at the mission has become a major issue as the 
Obama administration struggles to explain what happened 
during the attack, who was responsible and how the 
ambassador ended up alone. 

Republicans and Democrats in recent days have 
demanded more detailed explanations from the White House 
and State Department on possible security lapses. “There were 
warnings,” Senator John McCain, Republican of Arizona, said 
on CNN’s “State of the Union” program on Sunday. 

Just how much American and Libyan officials misread the 
threat has become even more evident as they analyze the skill 
with which the mortar attack at an annex a half mile away was 

carried out by the attackers. That assault, nearly three hours 
after the initial attack on the main diplomatic mission, killed 
two former Navy SEALs who were defending the compound. 

With as few as four armed Americans and three armed 
Libyans guarding the mission as the attack began, Mr. 
Stevens’s own bodyguard was so far away that he needed to 
sprint across the compound under gunfire to reach the building 
where the ambassador was working at the time. But the 
bodyguard ultimately left without Mr. Stevens, who died of 
smoke inhalation. 

And even after eight additional American security officers 
arrived from Tripoli, the roughly 30 Americans were surprised 
and outgunned again in the second attack, dependent on an ad 
hoc collection of Libyan militiamen to protect their retreat and 
avoid greater casualties, Libyan officials said. 

American counterterrorism officials and Libyans on the 
scene say the mortar attack was most likely carried out by the 
same group of assailants who had attacked the mission and 
then followed the convoy of American survivors retreating to 
what they thought was a safe house. 

The first mortar shell fell short, but the next two hit their 
mark in rapid succession with deadly precision, according to 
an account that David Ubben, one of Mr. Stevens’s security 
guards, told his father, Rex Ubben, which was supported by 
other American and Libyan officials. 

“There are three villas inside and the walls are high, and 
the only house that got hit was the house we were in,” said 
Fathi el-Obeidi, a Libyan militia commander who came to 
help evacuate the Americans. 

This indicated that many of the assailants were practiced 
at aiming their mortars, skills they learned in fighting Col. 
Muammar el-Qaddafi’s army. 

“David did not draw a distinction between the attackers,” 
Rex Ubben said in a telephone interview. David Ubben, a 31-
year old Iraq war veteran, was wounded in the mortar attack, 
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and is recovering from his wounds at Walter Reed National 
Military Medical Center in Bethesda, Md. His father said he 
had declined to speak to reporters. 

The Sept. 11 attack culminated several weeks of growing 
violence against Western and other diplomatic posts in 
Benghazi. State Department officials said they were aware of 
the worsening climate and took precautions. One American 
official who worked in the mission said the Americans there 
were able to get around with “appropriate prudence.” 

One American official, who said he traded e-mails with 
Mr. Stevens three days before his death, said the ambassador 
did not mention any heightened security concerns. CNN, 
however, has reported that Mr. Stevens did express such 
worries in a diary that one of the network’s correspondents 
found at the ransacked mission. 

But security had been a concern for months. After an 
attack in early April on the convoy of the United Nations 
special envoy for Libya, Ian Martin, the United States 
Embassy in Tripoli sent about four Special Forces soldiers to 
Benghazi to augment security and conduct the security 
assessment, the American official said. The soldiers were part 
of a larger group of nearly two dozen Special Operations 
personnel, including Navy SEALs and bomb-squad 
specialists, that the military’s Africa Command sent to Tripoli 
last fall to establish security at the embassy there. 

As a result of the military assessment, the mission 
increased the number of sandbagged defensive positions and 
gave the Libyan security guards more training. “We weren’t 
blind to fact the security situation in Benghazi was more 
tenuous than in Tripoli,” said the American official who 
served in Libya. “We were constantly considering Benghazi 
and constantly looking for ways to improve security there.” 

The first test of the new defenses came when militants 
attacked the mission with a homemade bomb on June 6, the 
day after the United States announced that it had killed Abu 
Yahya al-Libi, a top leader of Al Qaeda, in Pakistan. No one 
was injured in the June 6 bombing. 

Representative Peter King, a New York Republican who 
heads the House Homeland Security Committee, said after the 
roadside bombing in June, he heard nothing from the State 
Department or others in the government about a need for more 
security in Benghazi. 

“Between June 6 and Sept. 11, I’m not aware that they 
asked for more security or that they thought they needed more 
because it was more of a risk, or that there was talk or a debate 
about it,” he said. 

While the broad outlines of what happened that night 
have been reported, details continue to emerge that paint a 
more complete picture of the frantic response to the attack. It 
began about 9:30 p.m., roughly 15 minutes after Mr. Stevens 
had finished an evening meeting with the Turkish ambassador, 
bid him farewell and chatted briefly with a handful of Libyan 
guards at the gate of the compound. 

There were a total of seven Libyan guards at the edge of 
compound. Four were unarmed guards who worked for the 
British security firm Blue Mountain inside the gates, checking 
visitors’ identification, operating a metal detector and running 
their bags through an X-ray machine. Three others were armed 
members of a major local militia that fought in the uprising 
against Colonel Qaddafi, the February 17 Brigade. The 
brigade had been responsible for securing the mission from its 

inception, and in interviews the guards said that they had 
received additional training for the job of guarding the 
mission. 

There were no more than seven Americans in the 
compound, including three civilians and four who carried 
guns, three of the Libyan guards later recalled, speaking on 
condition of anonymity for their safety. In addition to Mr. 
Stevens, the Libyans said, the civilians included a familiar 
figure they identified as “the bald maintenance guy” — Sean 
Smith, a computer technology specialist, as well as another 
official visiting from Tripoli whom the Libyans referred to as 
a “delegate.” The Libyan guards said they believed that Mr. 
Stevens was alone in the residence at the time of the attack, 
and the locations of Mr. Smith and the visitor at the time were 
unclear. 

Just before 9:30, the Libyan guards began hearing shouts 
of “God is great” from outside the walls. They said that they 
had initially assumed the shouts were from a funeral 
procession. 

An unarmed Blue Mountain guard said he tried to call his 
superior on his two-way radio and could not reach him. Then 
he heard American voices through the radio: “Attack, attack!” 

Moments later the guards heard gunfire, the blasts of 
rocket-propelled grenade launchers, and other grenades falling 
inside the compound. The attackers moved on all three 
entrances at once in an apparently coordinated assault, backed 
by truck-mounted artillery. 

Mohamed Bishari, 20, the son of the landlord and a 
neighbor who watched the attack, said: “They thought that 
there would be more Americans inside, commandos or 
something like that. So they immediately started attacking 
with their R.P.G. rockets.” 

He and other witnesses identified the attackers as Ansar 
al-Shariah, a well-known brigade of local Islamist militants. 
He said they arrived waving the black flag favored by such 
ultraconservative jihadis. 

The unarmed Libyan guards ran back to take up positions 
as they had been instructed, behind sandbags that had been 
erected between the office and the residence. “The shooting 
was coming from all directions,” one guard said. “I hid behind 
the sandbags saying my last prayers.” 

Another grenade landed inside the structure housing the 
three armed Libyan guards but, miraculously, did not explode. 

“When the grenade didn’t explode, they came out of the 
windows,” said one of the unarmed guards, who said he had 
spoken to the armed contingent over the two-way radio during 
the attack. “They had a ladder outside the villa which they 
used to go up on the roof and started resisting.” 

“They were resisting and radioing for backup from their 
brigade at the same time,” the guard said. “They managed to 
get a few.” Another guard said, “It was like a fog of war, it 
was chaotic, you couldn’t see anything” He added: “By the 
end it was every man for himself.” 

Three guards, speaking independently, said they saw one 
of Mr. Stevens’s bodyguards run out of an office building with 
a light weapon drawn, racing back to the residence under fire 
to try to protect the ambassador. 

Two other security guards, whom the Libyans identified 
only as Scott and Dave, were in the compound’s canteen and 
went to its roof to fight, the Libyans said. 
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Mr. Smith, the information technology worker, died of 
smoke inhalation during the fight. The American security 
detail, including Mr. Ubben, was unable to locate Mr. Stevens 
in the residence because of the thick, choking smoke in the 
building, and managed only to retrieve Mr. Smith’s body, an 
American official said. 

Previous American government accounts indicated that a 
convoy evacuated about 20 Americans from the mission at 
about 11:30 p.m. But Mr. Bishari, the neighbor, said that more 
than two and a half hours after the fight began, between 
midnight and 1 a.m., he saw what he described as the 
ambassador’s armored Mercedes S.U.V. leaving the mission. 
He pointed to a hole in the compound’s concrete wall that he 
said was left by a rocket-propelled grenade that was fired at 
the fleeing vehicle and evidently missed. 

The annex building was a secret. The Libyan militia 
leaders who escorted the Americans say they were unaware of 
it, and the eight American security officers who arrived at the 
Benghazi airport from Tripoli at about 1:30 a.m. guided the 
Libyans to it using a GPS device, members of the Libyan team 
said. 

Those eight Americans initially planned to leave the 
airport with Mr. Fathi and a handful of Libyan militiamen in 
four vehicles, two Toyota Land Cruisers followed by two Kia 
sedans. But when they learned of the Americans’ arrival, local 
Libyan security forces insisted on sending 16 more vehicles of 
fighters, Mr. Obeidi said. “I told them not to be too close to us 
so when we get to the place we don’t create a scene,” he said. 

But the attackers had evidently found it, perhaps by 
following the vehicle leaving the compound. Libyan witnesses 
who saw the attacks in both locations said they appeared to be 
the same group, Ansar al-Shariah. 

The attackers evidently had set up mortar rounds in 
advance of the attack. They hit the annex just after the Libyan 
escort and American security team had reached the gate, Mr. 
Obeidi said. 

United States government officials say they learned from 
the bodyguards as early as 2 a.m. that Mr. Stevens had 
disappeared in the smoke. Mr. Obeidi said by that time, he had 
learned from the hospital that the doctor there who had treated 
the ambassador identified his body. But other Libyan officials 
say they were unsure of Mr. Stevens’s condition. 

Mustafa el-Sagizli, an officer in the February 17 Brigade 
and a senior official in the transitional government, said that 
he repeatedly called the mission’s official translator who for 
most of the night was unable to reach the ambassador’s 
security guards. 

Finally, Mr. Sagizli said, at 4 a.m., “the Libyan translator 
said, ‘I finally got in touch with the guards and they told me 
that they were not with Chris.’ ” 

Mr. Sagizli said he learned around the same time that an 
American was dead at the hospital. Since it was deemed 
unsafe for Americans to visit the hospital — wounded 
attackers were also under treatment at the same hospital where 
Mr. Stevens was taken — Mr. Sagizli went to identify Mr. 
Stevens, and arranged the transportation of his body to the 
Americans who had been evacuated earlier and were waiting 
at the airport. 

Eric Schmitt reported from Washington, and David D. 
Kirkpatrick and Suliman Ali Zway from Benghazi, Libya. 
Steven Lee Myers and Michael S. Schmidt contributed 
reporting from Washington, and Kitty Bennett from Florida. 
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5. A Test Of Wills 
Air raids and cyberattacks lose appeal as Iranian defenses improve 
(AVIATION WEEK 01 OCT 12) ... David A. Fulghum 

WASHINGTON -- Aerial bombing of Iran's nuclear and 
missile programs offers little political, deterrent or military 
value. That judgment encompasses bombing raids by either 
Israel or the U.S., contend a growing number of U.S. analysts. 

There is evidence that patience on the part of the West 
may provide less-obvious opportunities to delay or halt the 
programs. But Israel fears that U.S. caution will turn into a 
containment policy that will enable Tehran to build a nuclear 
weapon. 

“If the Iranians really wanted a store of enriched uranium, 
they could buy it,” says a longtime U.S. defense specialist 
with links to the U.S. military's world of clandestine 
operations. “And they don't have to process it themselves 
except for the national prestige it would give the country and 
to keep the international spotlight on Tehran.” 

In fact, North Korea and Iran agreed to broad technology 
exchanges during an August meeting in Tehran of nonaligned 
nations. Large numbers of North Korean scientists have been 
traveling to Iran. The agreement calls for cooperation in 
research, student exchanges, and joint laboratories in the areas 
of information technology, engineering, biotechnology and 
renewable energy. 

Probably the only nation to profit from an attack on Iran 
would be Russia, where declining oil prices are slowing the 
economy. 

“The price of oil goes up if there is an attack on Iran,” 
says Steven Pifer, director of the Brookings Institute arms 
control initiative. And while Russia's sale of its long-range 
SA-20 (S-300) surface-to-air missile to Iran remains a “dead 
issue,” Moscow has “not seen a precautionary tale” in the fact 
that its advanced-capability, man-portable SA-18s and SA-24s 
have migrated from military customers into the black market 
and into the hands of militants in Somalia, South Lebanon and 
Gaza, says Pifer. He predicts such sales will continue. 

Nonkinetic cyberattacks cooperatively developed, 
financed and launched by the U.S. and Israel did delay the 
Iranian nuclear program for five or more years, says the U.S. 
defense specialist, but the eventual outing of the “Stuxnet” 
cyberattack and “Flame” cyber-reconnaissance programs 
allowed Iran to start organizing its cyberdefenses. 

To defend against cyberattacks, the Iranian government 
has begun installing a network that is separate from the 
Internet to better control information flow, according to a 
report by the University of Pennsylvania's Center for Global 
Communications Studies. Critical government and military 
agencies are expected to be on the network by the end of the 
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month, according to the Washington Post. Project researchers 
say they already have evidence of a filtering capability. The 
technology is provided by China's Huawei corporation, the 
investigation finds. 

“But it's a fencing match [that is standard in the world of 
electronic warfare],” the U.S. specialist says. “Now that they 
know our secret sauce [with discovery of the Stuxnet and 
Flame cyberintrusions], they've made it much harder to do.” 

So if the path for nonkinetic, cyberattacks is blocked by 
new technology, what could the U.S. and Israel do to slow 
Iran's progress? 

“Kinetic attack [with aerial bombs or other explosives] is 
one of the few options left, but you need a lot of critical 
information to make an air attack on a deeply buried target 
work,” says a senior U.S. Air Force official. 

Some of those options are already in play. On Sept. 17, 
Fereydoun Abbasi, Iran's vice president and nuclear energy 
agency chief, said the electrical transmission lines between 
Qom and the Fordow nuclear enrichment facility (buried 
under a mountain) were severed with explosives, as were the 
power lines leading to the country's other underground 
enrichment facility at Natanz. 

So far, Western justification for attacking Iran's nuclear 
development and delivery programs has been associated with 
the need to stop those efforts or create long delays. The goal is 
to ensure that sufficient enriched uranium cannot be processed 
to make nuclear weapons that could be delivered by missiles 
or even by trucks. Once the weapons are assembled and 
armed, they are difficult to keep track of, even by those who 
possess them. 

Deputy Defense Secretary Ashton Carter, for example, 
was once part of a program to control chemical and biological 
weapons by making audits of what actually existed and where. 

“The investigators found out that not even the senior 
Soviet leaders knew what they had or where it was hidden,” 
the U.S. specialist says. “Nuclear materials are the same. If 
Iran wanted to, it could get all the enriched uranium it wanted 
on the black market. If it wanted to focus solely on possessing 
a bomb, it could buy one.” 

The technology to create effects against a truly deep 
underground facility, short of a nuclear weapon, does not 
exist. “We keep inventing and improving penetrating bombs ,” 
says the U.S. defense specialist . “We've hardened them and 
we've boosted them and we've only increased the amount of 
the deeply buried target set we can defeat by a fraction. And 
right now the Israeli capability against deeply buried targets is 
not much more than a noise-level effect.” 

As a result, the enthusiasm for a U.S. attack on Iran is 
negligible, and the technological ability for Israel to create the 
necessary effects is not much greater. 

“I don't see the U.S. initiating any near-term action,” the 
U.S. specialist says. “The Israelis are unlikely to do it on their 
own.” 

In the meantime, the U.S. is intent on conducting 
defensive battleship diplomacy with its buildup of warships 
near the Strait of Hormuz. 

“The wild card is if the Israelis create some unique 
capability that makes the Iranian facilities more reachable, or 
if there is some unexpected intelligence about a critical 
bottleneck that the Israelis could get to that stops [weapons] 
development,” he says. 

A budding politician, former chief of staff of the Israel 
Defense Forces Lt. Gen. (ret.) Dani Halutz, volunteered his 
expectation that “no one will surprise anyone in the near 
future.” He had been asked about the possibility of a surprise 
Israeli attack before the November elections in the U.S. 

Others expect such a move soon after, however. 
“There will likely be military action, probably after the 

U.S. elections, with or without the help of the U.S.,” Ephraim 
Asculai, senior research fellow at Tel Aviv University's 
Institute for National Security Studies, tells Aviation Week. 
That decision will be driven by Israeli government fear that 
the “U.S. will accept [political] containment of Iran despite it 
having nuclear weapons . That's not a good choice in the case 
of Iran because the regime is very unpredictable.” 

The U.S. -- but not Israel -- would have the advantage of 
being able to employ cruise missiles , large penetrating 
weapons and stealthy, high-flying bombers. 

“I believe Obama when he says he won't allow Iranian 
nuclear weapons, but the U.S. red line [for action] is an actual 
break-out” in producing weapons-grade enriched uranium , 
says Asculai. “But will they have that information ? You can 
find a lot of cases when intelligence didn't provide the answer 
in time.” 

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu blasted the 
U.S. for not setting hard red lines on Iran's development of 
weapons, suggesting that failure to do so is an immoral act 
that jeopardizes the continued existence of Israel. Halutz 
condemned the practice of making military policy based on 
such red lines. He says they are never respected, are overtaken 
by events and generally make the country that put them in 
place look foolish. Instead, the U.S. and Israel should sit down 
together and agree on the facts, and make decisions about 
what to do. They also must promote a relevant coalition and 
assemble an international force that includes China, Russia, 
India, Brazil and others, he adds. 

There are circumstances that could change the march 
toward a conflict with Iran over its nuclear weapons program , 
says Halutz. These include the fall of the Syrian regime, Iran's 
major supporter; and decisions by Russia and China to not 
transfer advanced military technologies into the region. 

In a passing reference to his own experience after the 
2006 Israel–Hezbollah war, with the unhealthy brew of 
politics and bloodshed, Halutz says: “I'm bothered” because 
Iran has become more of a political problem than a military 
one. “We have to be careful with election rhetoric,” because 
that argument has played out in public discussions of what can 
actually be done to hardened and buried targets. 

Return to Index 
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6. Jellyfish, Sea Snakes And Beetles: The Challenges Of Hunting For Sea Mines 
Hunting for mines in the Persian Gulf, as tensions between Israel and Iran build 
(PBS 28 SEP 12) ... Daniel Sagalyn 

PERSIAN GULF — One of the biggest challenges 
hunting for mines in the Persian Gulf are the creatures in the 
water. There are sharks, jellyfish and sea snakes according to 
Charles Vaillancourt, a Leading Seaman in the Canadian Navy 
whose specialty is clearance diving. 

He was aboard the USS Warrior, an American mine 
hunting ship participating in the largest exercise ever aimed at 
finding and neutralizing mines earlier this month. 

The U.S. Navy over the past year has beefed up its mine 
hunting capabilities in the Middle East as tensions with Iran 
over its nuclear program have heated up. Israel has threatened 
to attack Iran’s nuclear facilities, and Iran has vowed to 
retaliate by mining the Strait of Hormuz. Twenty percent of 
the world’s oil flows through the strait, which is only 25 miles 
wide and is right off of Iran’s southern border. 

Besides using high tech unmanned submarines equipped 
with mine detecting sonar and devices dragged from ships and 
helicopters which mimic the signatures of large ships and 
trigger mine explosions, there are also low tech approaches. 

When suspected objects are found on the surface of the 
water, divers are dispatched to check them out, at times 
jumping out of helicopters and swimming to them. If the 
object floating in the water is a mine, the divers attach 
explosives to it. After swimming a safe distance, the mines are 
blown up. 

It’s grueling work. The water is hot, making for an 
exhausting swim. It involves treks through unfriendly jellyfish 
and sea snake territory. Twenty percent of the time, suspected 
mines turn out to be something else entirely. “There is always 
something there, just not what you were looking for” said 
Vaillancourt. 

Mine hunting is like weeding in the yard, according to Lt. 
Commander Scott Nietzel, the commanding officer of the USS 
Warrior. And just like weeds stick out from the grass, so do 
mines, Nietzel said. But the sea is vast and the number of mine 
hunting assets is limited. Often times what mine hunters find 
in the water are refrigerators, dead sheep, and once, even a 
Volkswagen Beatle, Nietzel said. 

Transcript -- Hunting For Mines In The Persian Gulf 
(PBS 28 SEP 12) Ray Suarez 
And we go to the Persian Gulf, where the U.S. Navy and 

more than 30 other countries just completed the largest 
exercise ever aimed at hunting and destroying mines in the 
waters of the Middle East. 

The drill comes at an especially tense time. Israel has 
threatened to bomb Iran's nuclear facilities, and Iran in turn 
promised to mine the Strait of Hormuz, one of the world's 
most important shipping routes. The Navy invited 20 reporters 
to cover the military drill. 

One of them was our own Dan Sagalyn, who produced 
this report. 

The crew aboard the USS Ponce is a using a drone to 
search for hostile boats in the Persian Gulf. Video from the so-
called ScanEagle is fed back to the command vessel. 

Chief Petty Officer Cederick Thomas is the detachment 
officer in charge. 

Chief Petty Officer Cederick Thomas, U.S. Navy: The 
imagery analysts that we have here to work the ScanEagle, 

they know this area. They have been doing this for at least two 
years looking at the Iranians, so we can tell. 

Ray Suarez: The drone returns safely by snagging a 
cable with its wing. 

Elsewhere, men haul out the newest tool in their arsenal, 
the Kingfish, an unmanned underwater vehicle that uses sonar 
to locate mines below the surface. 

Just as this exercise was getting under way last week, 
General Mohammad Ali Jafari, the head of Iran's 
Revolutionary Guard, said: 

"This is a declared policy by Iran, that if war occurs in the 
region and the Islamic republic is involved, it is natural that 
the Strait of Hormuz, as well as the energy market, will face 
difficulties." 

Tensions between the U.S. and Iran are rising, but U.S. 
Navy leaders insist these exercises near Iran's coast are purely 
a defensive exercise. 

Rear Admiral Kenneth Perry is the Navy's top anti-mine 
officer. 

Rear Adm. Kenneth Perry, U.S. Navy: We are 
conducting these exercises to demonstrate the effectiveness of 
coordinating the various platforms. 

And the mission is to clear the -- any strategic choke 
point, to restore the freedom of navigation, and to restore that -
- the international access to these international waters in as 
short a time as possible. 

Ray Suarez: The Strait of Hormuz is potentially a choke 
point for the world's energy supply. One of every five barrels 
of oil on the planet passes through it. And it's narrow, only 25 
miles across. 

The two shipping lanes are even more tighter, just two 
miles wide in each direction. It's right off Iran's southern coast. 
Blocking the flow of oil with underwater mines could send oil 
prices skyrocketing. 

Is Iran's navy able to plant those mines, how many, and 
what kinds of minds does Iran have? 

Scott Truver, Navy consultant: Surreptitiously, they 
could make life miserable for us. 

The Iranian threat is variously measured from roughly 
2,000 or 3,000 mines to 6,000 or 7,000 mines. Most of these 
are relatively unsophisticated, but still quite deadly weapons. 

Ray Suarez: Scott Truver is a Navy consultant. Besides 
the simple mines, he says Iran has some very modern, more 
complex ones, too. 

Scott Truver: They have about 300 to 500 or 600, 
depending on who you talk to, sophisticated mines that are 
multiple influences. In that, I mean they can fire on a signature 
of a surface ship or a submarine, whether it is magnetic 
signature or acoustic or seismic or other signatures that a ship 
puts out. 

Ray Suarez: Just about everyone the NewsHour spoke to 
in uniform said this exercise was not about Iran. 

Rear Adm. Kenneth Perry: It's all about mines. It's all 
about mine, freedom of navigation, maritime security, not 
about any one particular country. 

Man: The exercise area won't move. 
Ray Suarez: But that's not how others see it. 
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Scott Truver: Despite the fact that the Department of 
Defense has indicated that it not directed at Iran, I think it is a 
signal to Iran. 

Ray Suarez: How long would it take to clear mines from 
the strait if Iran were determined to close it? 

Lieutenant Commander Scott Nietzel, commander of a 
mine-hunting ship participating in the exercise, wouldn't say. 

Lt. Cmdr. Scott Nietzel, U.S. Navy: It would depend on 
the number of mines, the density of mines, and what their goal 
in mining the strait was. There are a lot of factors that play 
into it. Obviously, it also depends on how many forces are 
committed. 

Ray Suarez: Independent analysts offer different 
estimates, from a few days to many weeks, even months, to 
restore the full flow of commerce. This body of water is 
particularly hard to clear. 

Scott Truver: I like to describe mine hunting on the 
bottom as playing the child's game "Where's Waldo?" I don't 
know if you have ever played that, but everybody looks like 
Waldo. And you have to look really close to find the real 
Waldo. 

And that's really what it is, about sorting through the 
bottom to find a mine from all the other things, the fish traps, 
the oil cans, the trash. 

Ray Suarez: Retired Captain Robert O'Donnell used to 
be the Navy's director of mine warfare and is now a 
consultant. 

Capt. Robert O'donnell (Ret.), U.S. Navy: There's lots 
of ships and traffic that go through there. People throw things 
over the side. It sinks to the bottom. There's ridges. On the 
eastern side of the Strait of Hormuz, it’s basically a big V. that 
drops down really deep, so it's a challenge to go mine hunting 
there. 

Ray Suarez: Along with hunting for mines, the Navy 
practiced protecting the vulnerable mine hunting ships, using 
attack aircraft flying off of aircraft carriers. 

We visited the USS Enterprise in the Northern Arabian 
Sea. Vice Admiral John Miller commands American naval 
forces in the Middle East. 

Vice Adm. John Miller, U.S. Navy: There are elements 
of the exercise that cover maritime security operations. There 
are elements to the exercise that cover our ability to protect 
our ships from aviation assets, as well as seaborne assets. And 
we are going to have a great opportunity to understand how all 
of that works. 

Ray Suarez: But these types of so-called maritime 
security operations could easily morph into full-blown war, 
according to Alireza Nader of the RAND Corporation. 

Alireza Nader, RAND Corporation: There's high 
potential for escalation between the United States and Iran. 
Any U.S. ships or international ships clearing those mines 
would be the target of Iranian anti-ship cruise missiles. 

So, the U.S. would potentially have to target these 
missiles. But to do so, then the United States has to go after 
Iran's air defense. 

So then you see this escalation ladder. If the U.S. has to 
go after the mines and then the cruise missiles and the air 
defense, then command and control is next. And then you 
basically risk a full Iranian reaction. 

So, I have a hard time imagining a very limited Iranian 
action in the Strait of Hormuz and a limited U.S. reaction to it. 

Ray Suarez: In a real-world situation, the U.S. wouldn't 
allow the Iranians to get so far as to place mines in the water 
and might even seek to destroy Iranian mine-laying ships in 
the first place, according to Scott Truver. 

Scott Truver: The best mine countermeasures in the 
world are those that prevent the weapons from getting put into 
the water in the first place. 

Once a mine is in the water, it's very hard to detect and 
determine what's there. Hey, it could look like for all intents a 
refrigerator. 

But I don't think we'd allow anything but a handful of 
mines to get in the water. Once we see them doing it, and if 
we can make note that we do consider it an act of war, if they 
persisted, I think we would take them out. 

Ray Suarez: The Navy responds by saying this 
international exercise is not focused on preventing mines from 
getting into the water, only on finding and destroying them 
once they are in the water. 

Rear Adm. Kenneth Perry: We need to be prepared to 
deal with mines going in the water. That is part of the overall 
defense posture, as well as dealing with a range of other 
threats. This exercise is focused on dealing with the mine 
threat and demonstrating our ability to clear mines. We have 
to be able to do that. 

Ray Suarez: This U.S.-led exercise ended yesterday. 
Next month, Iran plans to hold a major military drill, too. It 
will focus on air defense in stopping attacks on its territory by 
aircraft. 

Producer Dan Sagalyn blogs about other challenges in the 
hunt for mines, including jellyfish and sharks. That's on our 
home page. Take a look. 

View Clip (RT: 8:54) 
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7. U.S., Gulf Countries Seek To Advance Missile Defense Plan 
(REUTERS 28 SEP 12) ... Andrew Quinn 

NEW YORK--The United States and its Gulf partners are 
looking to deepen cooperation on missile defense as tensions 
rise with Iran, and announcements could come soon on new 
purchases, U.S. officials said on Friday. 

Secretary of State Hillary Clinton met with Gulf 
Cooperation Council (GCC) officials in New York as 
Washington seeks to boost regional defenses against perceived 
Iranian threats. 

"Our aim is to help our Gulf partners with their defense 
needs ... there is a missile threat that they face, we want to 
help them face that threat as best they can," one senior U.S. 
official said, previewing the meeting for reporters. 

"We've had expressions of interest from our partners in 
the Gulf in additional missile defense capabilities," the official 
said. "We hope that we will be having announcements in the 
near future regarding those expressions of interest." 
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The official declined to provide specifics on the plans 
with the GCC, a political and economic alliance linking Saudi 
Arabia, Kuwait, the United Arab Emirates, Qatar, Bahrain and 
Oman. 

But Lockheed Martin Corp, the Pentagon's top supplier by 
sales, received an initial $1.96 billion contract in December 
for two of its Terminal High-Altitude Area Defense (THAAD) 
weapon systems for the United Arab Emirates, the first foreign 
sale of the system. 

Lockheed has said other GCC members, including Saudi 
Arabia, have expressed interest. Other leading missile-defense 
contractors include Boeing Co, Raytheon and Northrop 
Grumman Corp. 

Friday's talks reflect the increased tempo of U.S. efforts to 
put pressure on Tehran, which the United States and its allies 
say is seeking nuclear weapons capability under the cover of a 
civil program. Iran denies this, but has been hit with a series of 
international sanctions over its nuclear work. 

Security Umbrella 
The United States has been working with Gulf states on a 

bilateral basis, not as a group, to boost the range of radar 
coverage and related capabilities across the Gulf for the 
earliest possible defense against any missiles fired by Iran. 

The Pentagon said Defense Secretary Leon Panetta, who 
had planned to attend Friday's meeting along with White 
House Security Adviser Tom Donilon, was unable to make it 
due to bad weather in New York. 

U.S. officials said the ultimate goal is a regional shield 
that can be coordinated with U.S. systems - parallel with 
Washington's drive to expand missile defense to protect 
NATO's European territory against ballistic missiles that could 
be fired by Iran. 

The officials said expanded security cooperation with the 
Gulf is already bearing fruit and pointed to recent joint anti-
mining exercises by the navies of 12 countries. 

Iran has threatened to target U.S. interests in the Gulf, 
including military bases, and to block vital oil tanker routes in 
the Strait of Hormuz if it is attacked. 

Plans for a joint missile shield in the Gulf have been on 
the table for some time, but progress has been slow due to 
unease among some GCC members about sharing data and 
where such a system would be commanded. 

Individual Gulf states have acquired some advanced 
defense systems, including the latest versions of the Patriot 
Air and Missile Defense System. The United Arab Emirates 
has spent billions of dollars in recent years to protect its cities 
and oil infrastructure from missile attack. 
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AFGHANISTAN: 
8. 5 Are Dead After Clash Between U.S. And Afghan Troops 
(NEW YORK TIMES 01 OCT 12) ... Rod Nordland 

KABUL, Afghanistan — Only two days after joint 
operations between American and Afghan forces were said to 
be returning to normal, five people — two Americans and 
three Afghans — were killed when a pitched battle broke out 
between soldiers of the two sides, American and Afghan 
officials said Sunday. 

Afghan officials said that the clash on Saturday was a 
misunderstanding and that the Americans apparently attacked 
an Afghan National Army unit in error. A top coalition officer 
said the Americans were attacked first in what might possibly 
have been an insurgent attack. Nonetheless, he expressed 
regret for what ensued. 

An initial statement from the NATO-led International 
Security Assistance Force, commonly referred to as ISAF, on 
Sunday described the episode as “a suspected insider attack,” 
which killed a foreign soldier and a civilian contractor. If so, 
that would bring to 53 the number of coalition forces killed in 
the so-called insider attacks this year. 

Whatever happened, the episode clearly was another in a 
series of setbacks this year, and particularly in the last month, 
in relations between the American and Afghan militaries. It 
comes at a delicate moment, when all of the American surge 
reinforcements have only recently left the country, and NATO 
has been trying to transfer ever greater responsibility to a 
growing Afghan military. 

Shahidullah Shahid, the spokesman for the governor in 
Wardak Province, where the fighting occurred, said the deaths 
came “after a clash ensued between two sides following a 
misunderstanding.” An Afghan official, speaking 
anonymously because he was not authorized to release details, 
said that a mortar shell had landed amid the American unit, 

killing a soldier and a civilian contractor and wounding 
several others. The Americans thought it came from a nearby 
Afghan National Army checkpoint on a hill overhead and 
attacked it with small arms and rockets, killing three and 
wounding three of the seven soldiers there, the official said. 

The Wardak provincial police chief, Abdul Qayoum 
Baqizoi, said the fight broke out when an Afghan soldier 
among seven soldiers at the checkpoint opened fire on the 
Americans; in the ensuing gun battle, three Afghan soldiers 
were killed, including the one who fired first. “We still don’t 
have a clear picture of what happened,” Mr. Baqizoi said. He 
quoted the lone Afghan soldier who was unhurt as saying, “ ‘I 
heard some noise and verbal argument and suddenly heard the 
shooting and then one of the coalition soldiers threw a hand 
grenade so I fled from the check post and hid myself behind 
our Humvee.’“ 

Significantly, according to Afghan officials, the American 
unit, which was relatively small in size and manning a 
temporary checkpoint in the Saidabad district, was not 
partnered with Afghan forces. The unit was conducting a 
biometric survey, in which details like fingerprints and eye 
scans are gathered from the local population, often at 
temporary checkpoints, in an effort to screen for insurgents. 

Normally such operations would consist of American and 
Afghan forces working together, but in recent weeks the 
American military has issued orders that all joint operations 
with units smaller than a battalion — 400 to 800 soldiers — 
need to be approved in advance by a general commanding one 
of the six military regions in Afghanistan. Most joint 
operations take place at small unit levels. 
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At a hastily convened news conference on Sunday, the 
deputy ISAF commander, Lt. Gen. Adrian Bradshaw, read a 
brief statement that did little to clarify what happened between 
the ISAF and Afghan National Army, or ANA, soldiers. 
“What was initially reported to have been a suspected insider 
attack is now understood to possibly have involved insurgent 
fire,” General Bradshaw said. “After a short conversation took 
place between ANA and ISAF personnel, firing occurred, 
which resulted in the fatal wounding of an ISAF soldier and 
the death of his civilian colleague. In an ensuing exchange of 
fire three ANA personnel are reported to have died.” 

He added, “We deeply regret the loss of life in this tragic 
incident.” 

Asked if the restrictions on joint patrolling were a factor 
in Saturday’s clash, General Bradshaw did not respond to the 
question, saying instead that the restrictions were not a change 
in strategy but were prompted by increased caution about the 
reaction in a Muslim country to the incendiary video recently 
posted on YouTube that denigrated the Prophet Muhammad. 

Insider attacks this year have increased greatly compared 
with 2011, when there were 35 over 12 months, arousing 
concern in the coalition, as well as in Western capitals. French 
forces announced that they were leaving by the end of next 
year, a year earlier than originally planned, after losing four of 
their soldiers in an insider attack in January. 

In addition to restricting joint patrols by small units, the 
military has also required its forces to wear body armor and 
carry loaded weapons whenever they are in the presence of 
Afghan forces. And early in September training activities 
between Special Operations troops and new Afghan local 
police recruits were suspended because of several insider 
attacks involving the militia forces. 

While those restrictions remain in force, Pentagon 
officials on Thursday said that joint operations among smaller 
units were returning to normal levels because of expedited 
approvals by higher commanders. 

Sangar Rahimi contributed reporting. 
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9. U.S. Military Deaths Hit 2,000 
The death toll has steadily climbed with recent attacks by supposed allies against U.S. and NATO troops. 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 30 SEP 12) ... Patrick Quinn 

KABUL, Afghanistan — The killing of an American 
serviceman in an exchange of fire with allied Afghan soldiers 
pushed U.S. military deaths in the war to 2,000, a cold 
reminder of the perils that remain after an 11-year conflict that 
now garners little public interest at home. 

The toll has climbed steadily in recent months with a 
spate of attacks by Afghan army and police – supposed allies – 
against American and NATO troops. That has raised troubling 
questions about whether countries in the U.S.-led coalition in 
Afghanistan will achieve their aim of helping the government 
in Kabul and its forces stand on their own after most foreign 
troops depart in little more than two years. 

“The tally is modest by the standards of war historically, 
but every fatality is a tragedy and 11 years is too long,” said 
Michael O’Hanlon, a fellow at the Brookings Institution in 
Washing-ton, D.C. 

Attacks by Afghan soldiers or police – or insurgents 
disguised in their uniforms – have killed 52 American and 
other NATO troops so far this year. 

“We have to get on top of this. It is a very serious threat 
to the campaign,” the U.S. military’s top officer, Army Gen. 
Martin Dempsey, said about the insider threat. 

The top commander of U.S. and NATO forces in 
Afghanistan, Gen. John Allen, was blunter. 

“I’m mad as hell about them, to be honest with you,” 
Allen told CBS’ 60 Minutes in an interview on Sunday. “It 
reverberates everywhere across the United States. You know, 
we’re willing to sacrifice a lot for this campaign, but we’re not 
willing to be murdered for it.” 

The insider attacks are considered one of the most serious 
threats to the U.S. exit strategy from the country. In its latest 
incarnation, that strategy has focused on training Afghan 
forces to take over security nationwide – allowing most 
foreign troops to go home by the end of 2014. 

As part of that drawdown, the first 33,000 U.S. troops 
withdrew by the end of September, leaving 68,000 still in 
Afghanistan. A decision on how many U.S. troops will remain 

next year will be made after the presidential elections. NATO 
currently has 108,000 troops in Afghanistan – including U.S. 
forces – down from nearly 150,000 at its peak last year. 

The program to train and equip 350,000 Afghan 
policemen and soldiers has cost the American taxpayers more 
than $22 billion in the past three years. 

The most recent attack came just days after Defense 
Secretary Leon Panetta said most U.S. and coalition combat 
units in Afghanistan returned to their practice of partnering 
with Afghan forces, nearly two weeks after the top U.S. 
commander put restrictions on such cooperation. 

Like so many other deaths in Afghanistan, the latest were 
shrouded in confusion and conflicting accounts. 

On Sunday, U.S. officials confirmed the deaths of two 
Americans, a service member and a civilian contractor killed 
late Saturday. 

The fighting started when insurgents attacked a 
checkpoint set up by U.S. forces in eastern Wardak province, 
said Shahidullah Shahid, a provincial government spokesman. 
He said the insurgents apparently used mortars in the attack. 
The Americans thought they were under attack from their 
allies at a nearby Afghan army checkpoint and fired on it. The 
Afghan soldiers returned fire, Shahid said. 

The Afghan Defense Ministry spokesman said the 
shooting broke out as a result of a “misunderstanding” while 
ISAF forces were on patrol near an Afghan army checkpoint. 

NATO’s International Security Assistance Force, 
commonly referred to as ISAF, gave a different account of the 
fighting in Sayd Abad district. 

“After a short conversation took place between [Afghan 
army] and ISAF personnel, firing occurred which resulted in 
the fatal wounding of an ISAF soldier and the death of his 
civilian colleague,” the coalition said in a statement. It said the 
three Afghan soldiers died “in an ensuing exchange of fire.” 

NATO did not say whether it considered this an “insider” 
attack on foreign forces by Afghan allies. 
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In Washington, Pentagon press secretary George Little 
said 2,000 deaths is one of the “arbitrary milestones defined 
by others” that the U.S. administration does not mark. 

“We honor all courageous Americans who have paid the 
ultimate sacrifice in Afghanistan to make the American people 
more secure,” he said. “The fact of the matter is that America 

is safer because of all of those who have served in this war, 
including our fallen heroes.” 

In addition to the 2,000 Americans killed since the 
Afghan war began on Oct. 7, 2001, at least 1,190 more 
coalition troops from other countries have also died, according 
to iCasualties.org  , an independent organization that tracks the 
deaths. 
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ASIA – PACIFIC: 
10. Images Provide Clues To China’s Naval Might 
(DEFENSE NEWS 01 OCT 12) ... Wendell Minnick 

As China celebrated the launch of its first aircraft carrier 
last week, images and video posted on the Internet raise new 
questions as to how far along the country has come in the 
development of its carrier capability. 

Soon after the carrier, named Liaoning, was 
commissioned Sept. 25 at Dallas Naval Base, Western 
analysts began dissecting photos and videos posted by the 
country’s state controlled media. Some believe the images 
raise the possibility that Liaoning might be closer to fielding a 
carrier-based fighter jet capability than previously thought, 
while others are unconvinced. 

In the past, photos of what appeared to be the Shenyang J-
15 Sea Shark fighter, a variant of the Russian Sukhot Su-33, 
on the deck of the carrier were dismissed by analysts as mock-
ups. No photos or videos have been seen of a fighter landing 
on or taking off from the carrier, but images and video from 
the induction ceremony show skid marks on the flight deck. A 
video also shows what appear to be the tail wings of two J-15s 
in the hangar deck. 

Chinese media have consistently reported that the new 
carrier would be used primarily as a training platform and "to 
practice how to integrate with a combined task force," said 
Gary Li, an analyst at U.K.-based Executive Analysis. 
Whether real aircraft or mock-ups, the presence of the planes 
on the ship indicates the Chinese are likely already — at the 
very minimum — practicing plane handling techniques on the 
first-of-its-kind carrier. 

According to Chinese state-controlled media, Liaoning is 
outfitted with state-of-the-art weapons, including a 150-
kilometer-range active phased array radar capable of tracking 
200 air targets; a 250-kilometer-range Sea Eagle surface-
search radar, a 10-kilometer-range Red Flag 10 (FL-3000N) 
anti-missile system; and a two-kilometer-range 30mm 1030 
automatic cannon for anti-ship missiles. 

Besides the J-15, other aircraft could include the Zhi-8 
transport helicopter and Kamov Ka-28 anti-submarine warfare 
(ASW) helicopter. 

Some analysts said the People's Liberation Army Navy 
(PLAN) might use the carrier initially as a helicopter carrier, 
akin to Japan's Hyuga-class helicopter destroyers or the U.S. 
Navy's Wasp-class amphibious assault ships. 

"It is clear from certain pictures taken by the Chinese 
press in and around the carrier during the induction ceremony 
that there has been testing of the J-15 on the Liaoning," Li 
said. "Tire marks on the runway suggest taking off and 
landing during sea trials, and one cameraman even managed to 
capture a J-15 test plane in the below deck hangar." 

But not everyone is convinced. 

"I'm having trouble believing they've actually landed J-
15s on this thing," said Roger Cliff, a China military specialist 
at the Project 2049 Institute. Skid marks on the deck could be 
"touch-and-go" landings. 

"The skid marks are well forward of where the arresting 
gear is," he said There is the possibility that they are also 
practicing takeoffs at sea 

"They could put J-15 prototypes, or even J-11s [Su-27], 
on the ship with a crane, take the ship out to sea, and practice 
taking off, landing back on dry land," he said. 

China would need a fighter that can handle a 3-degree 
angle of drop and a pilot would need to make several land-
based arrested landings before trials can begin at sea, where 
the deck is pitching, Cliff said 

"When practicing on land, the consequence of touching 
down a foot behind where the deck starts is a poor landing 
score. If you do that on a carrier, you're looking at a new air-
craft, a new pilot, and repairs to the stern of the carrier," he 
said. 

Li said the J-15 is just one piece of the puzzle China 
needs to figure out. 

"The lack of an early warning aircraft like the E-2 
Hawkeye, even though a prototype has been spotted recently, 
and not enough dedicated ASW assets to go around in the 
form of Ka-28s [ASW helicopters], will mean that the 
Liaoning is not going to be conducting carrier operations in 
the true sense of the word for some time," Li said. 

Regional Jitters 
The carrier could have a future combat role. Though 

analysts disagree about its capabilities, especially against the 
U.S. or Japanese navies, neighbors with territorial disputes 
with China in the South China Sea, such as the Philippines and 
Vietnam, are taking the threat seriously. 

"China operating a large carrier is no doubt raising 
concern among the other Asian nations," said Bernard "Bud" 
Cole, author of "The Great Wall at Sea" The addition of a 
carrier provides the PLAN "for the first time with a classic 
means of effectively projecting naval power at significant 
distances." 

"My sense is that the Chinese carrier has al-ready served 
China well as a powerful information warfare tool, despite 
having not operated as a carrier yet," said Bob Nugent, vice 
president of naval advisory services at AMI International, 
based in Seattle. From a strategic point of view, he said, the 
ship "sends the same message that much of the rest of its naval 
development over the past 20 years has — China will be a 
global naval power." 
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What specific mission Liaoning and its successors will 
carry out remains to be seen, Nugent said, but the "inherent 
flexibility of the carrier flight deck, perhaps the ultimate 
'reconfigurable mission module,' means that whatever the 
mission — from defensive sea denial to offensive power 
projection — the ship and its follow-ons can be quickly 
adjusted and moved to be ready. 

"While she is clearly a test platform first, it is worth 
keeping in mind that other navies have pressed their test 
carriers into wartime service when needed," Nugent said. 

In a broader sense, the Chinese carrier program could 
spark an arms race in the region. 

'The carrier will provide additional motivation for the 
other Asian nations to continue and perhaps accelerate their 

ongoing naval modernization programs," Cole said. Cole 
points to Japan's acquisition of small carriers and new 
submarines; Australia's plan to acquire a new class of 
submarines and its efforts to modernize its Navy in general; 
acquisition of submarines by Indonesia, Malaysia and 
Singapore; and a stated desire to acquire submarines by 
Thailand and the Philippines. 

"Further, the Indian Navy has very ambitious 
modernization plans, to include nuclear-powered submarines 
and three aircraft carriers: Those plans will likely receive a 
significant boost the first time a Chinese carrier steams west of 
[the Strait of] Malacca," Cole said. 
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11. Mids Make History With Cruise Aboard Chinese Training Ship 
(NAVY TIMES 08 OCT 12) ... Sam Fellman 

You’ve probably met foreign Sailors and toured warships 
from allied nations. But did you ever wonder what it’s like to 
sail with the Chinese navy? 

Two Naval Academy midshipmen got just that chance 
this June. The Chinese speaking mids were the only foreigners 
on naval training ship Zhenghe during a two week leg of its 
around the world journey. It marks the first time U.S. mids 
have embarked on a Chinese naval ship. 

And as they found out quickly, it wasn’t so hard to adjust. 
“Almost everyone spoke English,” recalled Midshipman 

1st Class Sarah Early, a 23 year old Chinese major at the 
academy. “I think it was pretty tough to speak Chinese on the 
ship because we don’t focus on any kind of naval lingo” 
during language courses. The classes in Annapolis centered on 
basics such as grammar and getting around. 

The cruise occurred against a backdrop of high level 
jockeying between the countries, as Western experts watch 
China’s navy rise with unease and while a close American 
ally, Japan, remains locked in an escalating territorial dispute 
with China over uninhabited islands. But on Zhenghe, as the 
433-foot-long ship transited from Cadiz, Spain, to Halifax, 
Nova Scotia, there was no sign of this wariness — only 
hospitality. 

“I definitely think that we got along with the girls and 
with the midshipmen onboard,” said Midshipman 2nd Class 
Krystyna Nowakowski, referring to the Chinese complement 
of 13 female mids and roughly three dozen male mids. 
“Everyone really went out of their way to be friendly to us. 
We were treated very, very well on that ship.” That began with 
breakfast. Chinese typically eat noodles, sticky rice or 
dumplings for breakfast with chopsticks and drink tea. But the 
Chinese hosts cooked special, “American style” breakfast 
every day for their guests: two eggs, toast and ham. And they 
offered them forks. 

Both mids noticed that the Chinese typically ate soup with 
their meals and didn’t drink water. But, in another show of 
hospitality, they gave them bottles of water. 

So what’s the rest of the chow like in the Chinese fleet? 
“Rice with every meal,” answered Nowakowski, who 
explained that it was served along with entrees, frequently 
vegetables. Meals often didn’t include meat. 

To celebrate the Dragon Boat Festival, a big Chinese 
holiday, the mids helped the crew make traditional dumplings, 
but most of the time the enlisted crew prepared the food. 

Different Training Methods 
In the U.S. Navy, Sailors are used to seeing mids in ships 

and squadrons each summer. They typically help train these 
officer candidates, who are there to get fleet experiences, 
ranging from conning the ship to needle gunning. Mids also 
drive ships, such as yard patrol craft, to learn the basics of 
Navy life. 

That system differs from Zhenghe, which is run like a 
school ship. Chinese mids take five years of classes at their 
naval academy in Dalian City. Their education centers on 
vocational skills, such as navigation and engineering. They 
can take some of this coursework on a school ship, where their 
primary job is still to learn. 

“I noticed they had much more interaction with officers 
and not as much with enlisted,” said Nowakowski, 20, who 
recalled three to four courses a day, mainly taught by officers. 
Each focused on a different skill: plotting with a sextant, 
maneuvering boards, meteorology. 

“They had a very good knowledge” of navigation, 
observed Nowakowski, who is leaning toward joining the 
surface Navy when she graduates in 2014. 

By the time the U.S. mids checked onboard, Zhenghe was 
two months into a five month goodwill cruise around the 
world. The male students were fifth year mids about to 
graduate and enter the fleet, while the female mids were in 
their second year. Many of them were set to become surface 
warfare officers, which is unusual for the Chinese navy, said 
Early, who plans to service select SWO at the academy this 
fall. 

The female mids escorted Early and Nowakowski to class 
and went out of their way to help them. 

Guarding secrets also didn’t seem to be an issue, perhaps 
because it was a training ship and not a warship, where 
codebooks may be out. Neither mid recalled seeing classified 
material or being told to stay out of any spaces. 

“We followed our partners around, so we didn’t have any 
opportunities to wander around the ship,” Early explained. 

So what’s the most unusual thing about sailing with the 
Chinese Navy? 
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“We took a nap every day between 12:30 and 2 [p.m.],” 
Early recalled with a laugh. After lunch, it was common for all 
the officers and mids to take a nap, a practice one instructor 
onboard explained was part of a “Work smarter, not harder” 
philosophy. Typically, they got up at 6:30 a.m. and went to 
bed at 10 p.m., Early said, a routine that meant the mids were 

getting about 10 hours of sleep a day. Early had mixed 
feelings about the napping. 

“They get a good amount of sleep every night and then 
they’re able to work better,” Early said, but added: “I felt a 
little guilty taking a nap.” 
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12. Philippines Sends More Troops To Guard Disputed Islands 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 30 SEP 12) 

MANILA - The Philippines has deployed 800 more 
Marines and opened a new headquarters to guard its interests 
in the disputed Spratlys islands, which China also claims, a 
senior military official said Sunday. 

Straddling vital shipping lanes and believed sitting atop 
vast reserves of mineral deposits, including oil, the Spratlys 
chain in the South China Sea has long been considered a 
flashpoint for conflict in the region. 

Apart from the Philippines and China, the Spratlys are 
claimed in whole or in part by Vietnam, Brunei, Malaysia and 
Taiwan. 

Lieutenant General Juancho Sabban, appearing to want to 
assuage Beijing in particular, said the deployment was only 
meant as a defensive measure and should not be seen as an 
aggressive move. 

"These two battalions which arrived recently will be 
augmenting protection of our islands," Sabban, who heads the 
military garrison which has jurisdiction over the Spratlys, told 
AFP. 

"We are just on a defensive posture and are ensuring the 
defence of our islands. It is better to defend than retake islands 
once other claimants occupy them." 

He said a Marine brigade headquarters had also been 
created on the nearby Philippine province of Palawan, facing 

the South China Sea, "to provide command and control" over 
the forces. 

The Marines will not be stationed on the Spratlys but will 
patrol nearby. 

Sabban accused China of continually fortifying its 
structures on islands in the Spratlys that Beijing controls, 
though at present "no claimant countries have manifested any 
offensive action.” 

"We are not there to create a situation where it will lead to 
an accidental conflict and escalate into a regional problem," 
Sabban stressed. 

China, which is in a dispute with Japan over islands in the 
East China Sea, has been accused of ramping up tensions in 
the South China Sea. The Philippines and Vietnam over the 
past year raised alarm over Beijing's assertiveness. 

China claims all of the South China Sea, which Manila 
calls the West Philippine Sea, even waters close to its Asian 
neighbours. 

Sabban's announcement came just days after incoming 
Chinese leader Xi Jinping met a special Philippine envoy and 
expressed hope bilateral ties would improve. 

The meeting was set months after both sides were locked 
in a tense standoff in Scarborough shoal, another outcrop in 
the South China Sea north of the Spratlys. 
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13. Ospreys Fly To U.S. Base On Okinawa Despite Protests 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 01 OCT 12) ... Malcolm Foster 

TOKYO — Six Osprey hybrid aircraft were transferred to 
a U.S. base on the southern Japanese island of Okinawa on 
Monday — and were greeted by hundreds of protesters outside 
the fence showing their concern about the plane's safety. 

The aircraft — which takes off like a helicopter and flies 
like an airplane — flew safely from Iwakuni, on the Japanese 
main island, to U.S. Marine Corps Air Station Futenma, 
according to Capt. Justin Jacobs with the Third Marine 
Expeditionary Force in Okinawa. 

All told, 12 of the MV-22 Osprey aircraft will be 
stationed at Futenma, which is surrounded by residential areas. 
It isn't clear when the remaining six will be moved. 

Many Okinawa residents oppose their deployment after 
crashes in Morocco and Florida earlier this year, saying they 
are not safe to fly in Okinawa's crowded environment. An 
incident in North Carolina last month that officials called a 
"precautionary landing" further aggravated the sentiment. 

Japan's central government gave the green light for 
operations to begin after a visit last month by U.S. Defense 

Secretary Leon Panetta, who said Washington is confident in 
the safety of the aircraft. 

Photographs and TV footage Monday showed hundreds 
of protesters gathered near Futenma chanting and holding up 
banners opposing the Osprey. 

"Who can say, "We understand" about something like this 
that could fall on our heads? It's extremely disappointing and 
regrettable," Okinawa Gov. Hirokazu Nakaima told reporters. 

The Osprey deployment plan has reignited longstanding 
anger over the heavy presence of American troops on 
Okinawa and has become a headache for officials in Tokyo 
and Washington hoping to calm anti-base sentiment. More 
than half of the roughly 50,000 U.S. troops stationed 
throughout Japan are based on Okinawa. 

Futenma also arouses local frustration because the two 
countries decided to close it more than a decade ago, but it has 
remained in operation because a replacement site hasn't been 
readied. 
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AFRICA: 
14. As Kenyan Forces Press Militants Across Border, A Church Is Attacked Back Home 
(NEW YORK TIMES 01 OCT 12) ... Jeffrey Gettleman 

MOMBASA, Kenya — A 9-year-old boy was killed and 
several other children were wounded on Sunday when a 
grenade was hurled into a church in Kenya’s capital, Nairobi, 
two days after Kenyan forces invaded the last major 
stronghold of the Shabab militant group in Somalia. 

No suspects have been apprehended, but suspicion 
immediately focused on sympathizers of the Shabab who have 
attacked several churches and public gathering spots in Kenya 
in the last year. 

Kenyan officials have said they do not believe that the 
relatively small attacks are the work of the Shabab, whose 
fighters inside Somalia have been trained in terrorist tactics 
and have killed hundreds of people there with huge suicide 
bombs. The Shabab’s supporters in Kenya do not have the 
skills or supplies to stage large-scale operations and thus turn 
to less complicated attacks like the one on Sunday. 

As the Kenyan military pushes deeper into Somalia, 
Kenyan officials have been bracing for reprisal attacks. 

On Friday, the Kenyan military staged an amphibious 
assault on Kismayu, a vital port for the Shabab that the 
militants once relied on to import arms and generate money, 
helping them control large areas of Somalia. But the Shabab 

have been steadily losing territory in the last year, and they 
opted to melt away rather than go toe to toe with the better-
equipped Kenyan Army, which has been operating in Somalia 
as part of a larger African Union stabilization force. 

By Sunday morning, Kismayu residents said few, if any, 
Shabab fighters were seen in town, though the Kenyan Army 
had not secured all areas and anarchy seemed to be spreading, 
with looting and killings reported. 

The grenade attack on the church happened at 10:30 a.m. 
near Eastleigh, the neighborhood in Nairobi with the most 
Somalis. Shrapnel drilled into several children, including the 
9-year-old boy, who died from his wounds. “It’s unfortunate 
that these people are even attacking innocent children,” 
Kenya’s police spokesman, Eric Kiraithe, said. “Such an 
attack should not have occurred. We have heightened our 
security surveillance to ensure no further such attacks recur.” 

Shortly after the grenade exploded, an irate mob turned on 
Somali bystanders who live nearby. The mob then tried to 
attack a mosque, but police officers intervened and drove them 
away. 

Reuben Kyama contributed reporting from Nairobi, 
Kenya. 
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15. Kenya Navy Shells Somali Town After Rebels Retreat 
(REUTERS 30 SEP 12) ... Abdi Sheikh and Feisal Omar 

MOGADISHU -- Kenyan warships shelled the southern 
Somali port of Kismayu overnight after al Qaeda-linked rebels 
said they had abandoned the city, residents said on Sunday. 

Stunned by an assault by sea, air and ground forces late 
on Friday night, al Shabaab rebels fled the city that had been 
their key source of revenue, retreating to surrounding forests 
and towns. 

However, there were conflicting reports on Sunday 
evening about how much of Kismayu African Union forces 
(AMISOM) now controlled. 

The Kenya Defence Force (KDF), part of AMISOM, said 
it had seized the sea port, the police headquarters and the radio 
station, but a source in the Somalia National Army told 
Reuters AMISOM was close to taking control of those 
installations but had not yet done so. 

The shells being fired by Kenyan warships may have been 
targeting remaining pockets of resistance or military 
installations in the city that was the rebels' last stronghold. 

"The ships were firing deafening shells at the outskirts 
last night but several shells landed on houses," said Samira 
Ismail, a local mother of four. 

Al Shabaab said two children had been killed and other 
people wounded in the shelling, a statement rejected as 
propaganda by Col. Cyrus Oguna, a Kenyan military 
spokesman. 

Kenyan and Somali troops sent to retake Kismayu from 
the rebels were on the town's outskirts, Oguna said earlier on 
Sunday, and were proceeding carefully in case al Shabaab's 
claim to have abandoned the city was a ploy to lure them into 
a trap. 

"The troops are consolidating and making plans to expand 
into the southern part of the city," Oguna told Reuters. 

"A lot of caution must be exercised here. We don't want 
to get into a situation where we start to lose troops here and 
there." 

The southern part is the city center and whoever wins it 
will effectively have control over the port and other strategic 
installations. 

The KDF and the Somalia National Army, fighting under 
the flag of the African Union force in Somalia (AMISOM), 
have not suffered any casualties in the operation, Oguna said. 

An al Shabaab official said that although the group had 
ceded control of Kismayu, its fighters were poised to engage 
the allied troops once they entered the city. 

"We are just waiting for the AU and Somali troops to 
enter the town. We shall fight them in streets and alleys. We 
abandoned the town. Why don't they go in if they have the 
guts?" Sheikh Hudayfa Abdirahman, the group's head of Jubba 
region, told Reuters. 

In Kenya's capital Nairobi, a nine-year-old boy was killed 
and three children wounded by a hand grenade thrown into a 
Sunday school session in a church on Sunday, an act police 
said was the work of al Shabaab sympathizers. 

Two police officers were also shot dead in the northern 
Kenyan town of Garissa close to the border with Somalia, 
police said. 

"Fight The Enemies In Muddy Jungles" 
Somalia analysts said although al Shabaab had retreated, 

it was far from vanquished. 
The rebel group, which counts foreign al Qaeda-trained 

fighters among its ranks, is seen as one of the biggest threats 
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to stability in the Horn of Africa. It has received advice from 
al Qaeda's leadership, counter-terrorism experts say. 

The insurgents, who once controlled swathes of the 
lawless Horn of Africa country, have turned to guerrilla 
tactics, harrying the weak government of newly-elected 
President Hassan Sheikh Mohamud with suicide bombings 
and assassinations. 

Abdirahman said the onset of rains would help al Shabaab 
fight back. 

"We shall fight the enemies in the muddy jungles between 
Kismayu and Kenya. Enemies will be stuck in the mud. We 
are sure the enemies will never rule peacefully," he said. 

Kismayu residents said the chaos was causing hardship. 
"Food prices and dollar value have risen a bit this 

morning. If the situation remains this way for days, we 
anticipate inflation and then starvation," said shopkeeper 
Abdullahi Nur. 

Some civilians fled the city in minibuses on rough roads 
that twist through the surrounding jungles. 

"I will also evacuate my children if Kismayu does not 
change positively," said Ismail, the mother of four. 
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ARMY: 
16. Foot Soldiers March Their Way Into New Air Sea Battle Concept 
(WASHINGTON TIMES 30 SEP 12) ... Kristina Wong 

The Army is preparing to officially join the Pentagon’s 
“Air Sea Battle” operational concept, as the Defense 
Department shifts its focus from land operations in the Middle 
East and Europe to mostly naval and aerial activities in the 
Asia-Pacific region. 

Along with the Navy, Air Force and Marine Corps, the 
Army soon will issue a memo that outlines how it will 
implement the battle plan, which seemingly excluded ground 
forces at its inception more than three years ago. 

The Army’s inclusion should come as a relief to some of 
the service’s leaders and supporters who are concerned about a 
loss of relevance. The Army is absorbing the bulk of personnel 
cuts under a smaller defense budget, and the U.S. is pivoting 
away from Afghanistan and toward the Asia-Pacific. 

Additionally, the Obama administration’s strategic 
guidance downplays the chances that the U.S. military would 
become engaged in a large ground conflict such as the wars in 
Iraq and Afghanistan. 

In 2009, Defense Secretary Robert M. Gates directed the 
Air Force and Navy to develop a concept that would integrate 
air and naval assets and capabilities to defend against likely 
threats. The concept’s name — Air Sea Battle — had no 
mention of the Army’s chief domain: land. 

“Let’s put it this way: Imagine that you had two sisters, 
and you believed they were planning something for your 
parents and didn’t tell you. How would you feel?” said Mark 
Gunzinger, senior fellow at the Center for Strategic and 
Budgetary Assessments, which has designed its own air sea 
battle concept to inform the official one. 

The Army’s exclusion at the outset wasn’t intentional, 
said Mr. Gunzinger, a retired Air Force colonel and former 
deputy assistant defense secretary for forces transformation 
and resources. 

In fact, he said, the service has a large role to play in the 
concept, which is designed to counteract “anti-access, area-
denial” challenges that could prevent or cripple U.S. military 
action inside global common areas — specifically air, sea, 
space and cyberdomains in the Asia-Pacific and the Persian 
Gulf. 

Anti-Access, Area-Denial 
“The Army is going to be part of this too,” said a Defense 

Department official who briefed reporters on the Air Sea 
Battle plan in November. “We are actively seeking now to 

fold the Army in and on board so that we will be a four-
service program on this.” 

“Anti-access” challenges would prevent U.S. military 
entry to a region, and “area-denial” challenges would degrade 
its capabilities once inside a region. Together, these are known 
to military strategists as “A2/AD.” 

Analysts say the challenges are not new to warfare, but 
the increasing sophistication of the weapons being developed, 
proliferated and acquired is. These include better long-range 
ballistic missiles, electronic and cyberwarfare techniques, 
integrated air and missile defense systems, increasingly 
capable submarines, surface warships, aircraft, rocket mortars, 
improvised explosive devices and weapons of mass 
destruction. 

Pentagon officials say that Air Sea Battle is not directed 
toward China, but at the same time note the communist 
nation’s growing spending on long-range missiles that can 
attack aircraft carriers far out at sea, new stealth jet fighters, 
and the country’s first aircraft carrier, which was 
commissioned last week. 

Officials frame Air Sea Battle not as a strategy or war 
plan directed toward a particular adversary, but as a blueprint 
for how the four services can better team up to defeat and 
deter threats to U.S. military autonomy. 

Peter Bechtel, the Army’s representative on a defense 
department Air Sea Battle senior steering group, said the 
service can do a lot to counteract A2/AD challenges before, 
during and after a military flare-up. 

Army units stationed in East Asia and the Middle East are 
building good relationships with host countries and nearby 
nations that would permit the U.S. access to their territories in 
the case of armed conflict, he said. 

Boots On The Ground 
The Army’s troops and integrated air and missile defense 

systems also would be the first line of defense in protecting 
those assets if naval and air assets are denied access into a 
region, Mr. Bechtel said. 

The service also is working on how to move equipment 
quickly out of the Asia-Pacific, where it has several assets 
afloat in the Pacific and Indian oceans, he said. Soldiers also 
are working on how to operate in degraded environments, 
such as cases where the enemy knocks out U.S. 
communications systems. 
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According to Army figures, about 57,690 soldiers, 
reservists and Guardsmen are stationed in the Pacific, based in 
Japan, South Korea, Guam, Alaska, Hawaii, American Samoa, 
the Northern Mariana Islands and the Philippines. 

The Center for Strategic and Budgetary Assessments has 
developed a concept for anti-access, area-denial challenges in 
the Persian Gulf, where soldiers could face threats that make 
improvised explosive devices “pale in comparison,” Mr. 
Gunzinger said. 

Guided rockets, artillery, mortars and missiles in the 
hands of irregular or proxy forces that could attack U.S. 
troops, bases and infrastructure in the Middle East could 
create a lot of damage, he said. 

“IEDs are crude devices. You add guidance, and you add 
a little bit of range to those kinds of weapons, and it could 
create terrible havoc amongst our ground forces,” Mr. 
Gunzinger said. 

The military has struggled to explain Air Sea Battle to the 
general public, making it hard for some Americans to discern 
what it is. 

“We’re not going to communicate with them when we use 
concepts like Air Sea Battle, or A2/D2 [or] R2/D2,” said John 
Hamre, president of the Center for Strategic and International 
Studies. “Those aren’t concepts that Americans understand. 
Americans are trying to understand purposes and goals and 
directions.” 

Pentagon planners say the concept is here to stay. In 
August 2011, the Defense Department opened the Air Sea 
Battle office to facilitate coordination among the services 
during the development, implementation and execution of the 
concept. 

“Do I think Air Sea Battle has legs? The answer is yes,” 
Mr. Gunzinger said. “These threats aren’t going to go away.” 
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MCPON: 
17. West Retires, Stevens Takes Over In MCPON Ceremony 
(NAVY TIMES 08 OCT 12) ... Jacqueline Klimas 

Master Chief Petty Officer of the Navy (SS/SW) Rick 
West stepped down as top enlisted leader during a Sept. 28 
retirement ceremony at the Washington Navy Yard, making 
way for Fleet Master Chief (AW/NAC) Mike Stevens. 

Stevens is now the 13th MCPON. 
West served for nearly 32 years and as MCPON for the 

last four. 
“Now that I’m at the end of my career, I’m jealous of the 

Sailors that are just starting theirs,” West said during the 
ceremony, noting that his nephew was graduating from boot 
camp in Great Lakes, Ill., that morning. West, born in Rising 
Fawn, Ga., graduated high school in 1981 and immediately 
enlisted in the Navy, according to his official bio. His first 
duty assignment was as a quartermaster on the ballistic missile 
sub-marine Ethan Allen. 

He later served as chief of the boat on the attack sub 
Portsmouth, deploying twice to the Western Pacific. He also 
served as force master chief for Submarine Force Pacific; 
command master chief for the destroyer Preble, duty that 
included a Persian Gulf deployment; and as the Pacific Fleet’s 
fleet master chief. 

Before becoming MCPON, he served as the top enlisted 
at Fleet Forces Command. 

As MCPON, West was known for his accessibility, using 
social media to connect with junior Sailors in the fleet. 

At the ceremony, Chief of Naval Operations Adm. Jon 
Greenert added some levity. He told West to wave off Pabst 
Blue Ribbon and enjoy some “craft brews” in the Pacific 
Northwest, where West and his family are moving. 

But Greenert also presented West with the Distinguished 
Service Medal, specifically for West’s creation of CPO 365, a 
yearlong mentoring program for first class petty officers by 
the chief’s mess. 

The 13th MCPON 
Stevens began his Navy career in 1983 after graduating 

high school in Arlee, Mont. He attended Aviation Structural 
Mechanic School in Millington, Tenn., and became a qualified 
air crewman and an aircraft mechanic — and earned his 
enlisted aviation warfare badge, as well. 

After two fleet tours in patrol squadrons, Stevens spent 
five months in the Reserve in Minnesota before returning to 
active duty. He retrained in helicopters and transferred to 
Helicopter Mine Countermeasures Squadron 14 in 1989. 

He made master chief in October 2002 and was assigned 
to Fleet Composite Squadron 8 as both the maintenance mas-
ter chief and the command master chief. He’s also been the 
top enlisted at HM-14 and Helicopter Sea Combat Wing 
Atlantic. In 2009, he became 2nd Fleet’s command master 
chief. He was named Fleet Forces Command’s top Sailor in 
summer 2010. 

While Stevens said he was a little nervous about taking 
over as the top enlisted Sailor, he also expressed excitement 
about the future of the Navy. 

“I am both humbled and honored to have been provided 
this magnificent opportunity to lead and serve our Sailors, 
their families and our government civilians as the 13th master 
chief petty officer of the Navy,” Stevens told the crowd. 
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18. A Farewell To The MCPON 
(U.S. NAVAL INSTITUTE BLOG 28 SEP 12) ... Rear Adm. James Foggo 

Last Friday night I was walking down the 4th corridor to 
my office in N81. It had been a long week. I was a little tired 
and looking forward to a cold beer when I got home… Then I 

heard a booming voice call out: “SHIPMATE… ARE YOU 
COMING TO MY CEREMONY NEXT FRIDAY???” 

I turned around to see who it was and recognized a very 
familiar figure. I immediately regained the spring in my step 
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as I returned to the end of the passageway to greet him. Kind 
of reminded me of a scene right out of Cold Case as LT j.g. 
Foggo pumped the hand of Quartermaster Second Class Ricky 
West and responded: “YOU BET I AM SHIPMATE!” 

For a moment, I was back onboard my first boat, USS 
SEA DEVIL (SSN-664), standing watch as Officer of the 
Deck with my favorite Quartermaster, Rick West. We sailed 
that boat all over the Mediterranean and under the Polar Ice 
Cap on her subsequent Northern Run, climaxing in a dramatic 
surfacing evolution at the geographic North Pole! Now how 
cool is that? QM2 Rick West lived on the Conn of that ship. 
He was the best forceful backup in the Fleet to young LT j.g.s 
like me. West and the Navigator, LCDR John M. Bird were a 
great team and there was no obstacle they couldn’t overcome! 

Our Commanding Officer, CDR Rich Mies, liked to go 
fast… after all, we used to call them “fast” attacks for a 
reason. He constantly challenged the Navigation Team on the 
Maneuvering Watch to keep them on their toes. Driving in and 
out of the Cooper River in Charleston, South Carolina, was a 
challenging Maneuvering Watch with a series of unforgiving 
hairpin turns—right full rudder… left full rudder—but the 
saving grace was lots of visual ranges ahead or astern. CDR 
Mies taught his Junior Officers to Conn the ship independently 
from the bridge. He wanted us to be more capable mariners so 
oftentimes, in good weather (no fog or reduced visibility) he 
would lower both periscopes and we would drive by the range. 
Just another exciting day on the Captain’s Bridge and my 
favorite place to be as Surfaced OOD. 

Below decks, it was a different story for the Navigation 
Team. Without visual bearings, the team had to rely on dead 
reckoning off of the Ships Inertial Navigation System and 
electronic fixes from Omega and Loran-Charlie (neither very 
accurate in restricted waters). We had no Global Positioning 
System, electronic charts or non-penetrating periscopes 
(cameras) to assist the Navigation Party. This put considerable 
stress on the Navigator and his team. LCDR John Bird and 
QM2 Rick West were unflappable. On the bridge, we knew 
they had to be pulling their hair out in the control room but 
you would never know it from their voices. West on the 
27MC: “Bridge, Quartermaster of the Watch, I have a good 
electronic fix, hold you on track, 200 yards to the turn, 
recommend SLOWING to all ahead two-thirds.” 

As I looked up from my perch in the cockpit of the bridge 
for any direction, the typical response from the Captain was, 
“Steady as she goes Officer of the Deck!” As a young JO, I 
wondered why he made life so difficult for the Navigation 
Team but as I matured into the job and my role in the 
wardroom, I came to realize that the Captain was training all 
of us for that unexpected eventuality when Murphy’s Law 
overtakes even the best of ships and bad things happen. USS 
SEA DEVIL was no different than any other boat—Murphy 
appeared often—it was a dangerous business, but we were 
well trained and the Navigation Team overcame adversity 
with relative ease. 

When we transitioned to our Northern Deployment, QM2 
Rick West was a key member of the team. Operating USS 
SEA DEVIL under ice with her state of the art navigation 
system, i.e. SINS, Loran, Omega, Mk19 and Mk27 gyros was 
challenging to say the least. We were at least two generations 

ahead of USS NAUTILUS in our navigation suite, but let’s 
face it, the Mk27 gyro was originally used on Army battle 
tanks and had a tendency to tumble as did the Mk19. Loran 
and Omega were useless north of 66 degrees of latitude which 
put SINS in the forefront of our way to and from the North 
Pole. When we transitioned from the Marginal Ice Zone to 
solid Pack Ice overhead, the Quartermaster of the Watch was 
even more critical to safety of ship. During this time period, 
Rick West was almost always “on watch” even when he 
wasn’t—if you know what I mean—because he cared so much 
about the ship and the welfare of the crew. Forceful backup 
was critical and you wanted Rick West on the Navigation Plot. 
With the aid of our onboard Electronics Techs, West 
monitored and nursed the navigation suite through the entire 
deployment. Driving SEA DEVIL around ice keels and 
finding polynyas (open areas in the ice) to come up for air and 
a periodic fix was an incredible proving ground for the 
submerged OOD. Frankly, I loved it. Finding and surfacing 
the boat at the geographic North Pole for a day of “Polar 
Liberty” was something that the crew will never forget. West 
helped get us there… and back. 

I could write many more paragraphs about sea stories 
from the mighty SEA DEVIL, but suffice it to say that it was a 
great boat and made even better with Sailors like Rick West. 
An exceptional watchstander, it was not sufficient for him to 
sit back and just be the QMOW. He sought out additional 
collateral duties and qualified in more senior watchstations. 
Proud of his uniform and his appearance, he set the example 
for other Sailors in the crew’s mess. He was a man of principle 
then, as he is as MCPON now. He was the epitome of the 
mantra: Ship, Shipmate, Self… and in that order! Always the 
gentleman, his conduct at work or on the beach was beyond 
reproach. His word was his bond and his work was precise. 
When Rick West made a report, you didn’t have to worry 
about its authenticity or accuracy. During times of high stress, 
even with no sleep and no endpoint in sight, his positive 
attitude never wavered. I was therefore not at all surprised 
when he was selected to be the 12th Master Chief Petty 
Officer of the United States Navy. 

Master Chief West schooled many more officers than me 
in the art of navigation and the role of the United States Navy 
Sailor. On USS SEA DEVIL alone this list included Admiral 
Rich Mies, USN (ret), Royal Navy Exchange Officer Admiral 
Sir Mark Stanhope (current First Sea Lord of the United 
Kingdom), VADM John M. Bird, USN (ret), VADM Bill 
French, USN as well as countless others who rose to 
leadership positions Master Chief Petty Officers or Chiefs of 
the Boat. The mark that he left on us and our boat was 
indelible. 

Today, MCPON Rick West will retire and shift the mantle 
of enlisted leadership to Master Chief Petty Officer 
(AW/NAC) Mike Stevens. To the MCPON, I say simply thank 
you for your service and the sacrifice of your family. It is now 
time to take that last fix, lay down a DR and set a course for 
new horizons. No matter where the prevailing winds take you, 
we know you will find success and that you can take great 
pride in the impact you have made upon generations of Sailors 
in the United States Navy. So one more time for MCPON 
West… HOOYAH Navy! 
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PERSONNEL: 
19. New Disability System Fails To Speed Claims 
Average case now drags on for more than a year 
(MILITARY TIMES 08 OCT 12) ... Patricia Kime 

Five years after launching a combined effort to cut the 
time it takes to complete disability evaluations and begin 
paying benefits to wounded, injured and ill troops, it now 
takes the Defense and Veterans Affairs departments an 
average of 100 days longer to close a case. 

The Integrated Disability Evaluation System was 
launched in 2008 to combine the separate DoD and VA 
systems into one and cut the time it takes to complete to 295 
days for active-duty troops and 305 days for reserve-
component members. 

Instead, the average completion times for cases have risen 
sharply, to 394 days for active-duty troops and 420 days for 
reservists, according to a new report by the GAO, the 
investigative arm of Congress. 

The main choke points: Medical Evaluation Boards 
conducted by the services, and the transition from military to 
VA care. 

Medical boards are supposed to be completed within 100 
days, but now take 181 days to complete -- up from 126 in 
2009. A scant 16 percent of active-duty troops got through 
medical boards in 100 days or less, GAO said. 

Staffing shortages were the primary cause of delay, GAO 
reported. “One facility noted they have seven doctors but 
would need 11 additional doctors and 10 technician assistants 
to process cases,” the report says. 

At the end of the process, when troops shift from DoD to 
VA, case management is another cause of delay. 

Instead of handling 20 cases at a time, some VA case 
managers are handling 75. 

“Liaisons are often working overtime and weekends to 
keep up with cases,” GAO noted. The average active-duty 
member needs 76 days to complete the transition process out 
of the military, a full month longer than the 45-day goal. Only 
17 percent of active-duty cases are closed in that time. 

GAO did note that some transition delays are neither the 
fault of DoD nor VA. Because wounded and injured troops 
can take terminal leave during that time or may choose not to 
leave service immediately for personal reasons, meeting the 
45-day goal for the transition phase can be challenging, the 
report says. 

Near the end of their service, troops may wish to extend 
to keep kids in school to the end of a term, to complete 
Transition Assistance Program classes or vocational training 
or physician appointments, among other reasons, GAO noted. 

Because a substantial amount of time in the transition 
phase may be personally beneficial to troops, DoD is now 
reporting time in IDES with and without the transition phase, 
GAO said. 

Auditors also faulted surveys of troops who go through 
the system, which show that about two-thirds are satisfied 
with it. But the GAO said the way DoD interprets the survey 
results may reflect higher satisfaction rates than is actually the 
case. 

 
 

Stuck in limbo 
Marine Reserve Maj. Michael Gist is among those stuck 

in IDES, which was designed to reduce the bureaucracy 
associated with the disability evaluation system. 

Gist should be nearing the end of the tunnel after 
spending more than a year in the system, but he’s nowhere 
close. 

After being improperly released from medical hold in 
September 2011, he has waged bureaucratic warfare with his 
command, the Wounded Warrior Regiment and Marine Corps 
headquarters to get a ruling on his reactive arthritis, which 
developed in 2009 after he contracted an illness in Africa. 

A Navy judge advocate general ruled Aug. 17 that Gist 
should have been allowed to stay on active duty until a board 
declared whether he was fit to serve. 

“If people would let the system run and were honest 
brokers, there would be no delays,” Gist said. “But the 
problem is that the system gets manipulated, and the time 
drags on and no one speaks up about it.” 

Retired Army Col. Scott Johnson said he believes the 
system is particularly daunting for junior enlisted troops. 

Johnson got through IDES fairly easily -- a testament, he 
said, to his ability to dispute an initial MEB assessment. But 
he worries young enlisted troops often don’t question what 
they are told. 

“I spent seven or eight years referring soldiers to the 
system, and then when I was part of it, I was shocked -- it 
started with the poorest physical of my career,” he said. 

Johnson has amyotrophic lateral sclerosis, also known as 
Lou Gehrig’s disease. But while it should have been clear cut, 
it still wasn’t a slam dunk. 

“If the first step isn’t right, none of it will be,” he said. “I 
can only imagine what’s happening to soldiers who don’t 
know the system, lack experience and unwittingly trust it.” 

18 months and counting 
Johnson’s concerns are reflected in the case of Army 

Reserve Staff Sgt. Stefanie Mason, who has been in IDES for 
about 18 months -- far above goal and well above average for 
reservists. She is now, at last, in the transition phase after 
receiving a 100 percent disability rating for head injuries 
suffered in an accident in Afghanistan. 

But she had to fight her initial MEB assessment, which 
listed her as male, rather than female, and misidentified her 
injuries, said her mother, Paulette Mason. 

“They just cut-and-pasted it from someone else and never 
checked it. And there were many other errors. I pity the poor 
soldier who goes through [IDES] without help,” Paulette 
Mason said. 

Retired Army Lt. Col. Mike Parker, a longtime advocate 
for disabled troops, said he sees many cases handled “shoddily 
at the start,” which then stall in the Medical Evaluation Board. 

The timeline averages will come down “if you do it right 
the first time,” Parker said. 

“I’ve seen cases where if they had done it correctly [at the 
start], it would have saved six months.” 
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Not the first sign of problems 
IDES was initially tested in 2007 at three locations with 

701 enrollees; last year, it was in place at 112 military 
treatment facilities. 

DoD and VA have embarked on several initiatives to 
improve the system. The Army, with almost two-thirds of new 
IDES cases in 2011, has hired more medical examiners, and 
VA is “increasing resources for completing exams and 
disability ratings,” GAO said. But auditors said the results to 
date have been uneven and more time is needed to assess the 
full impact of the changes. 

In a written response to the report, defense officials said 
they agree with the GAO’s three recommendations: 

 The DoD and VA secretaries should work together to 
develop a timeline for finishing an ongoing review of 
the IDES business process. 

 The departments should develop a plan to 
continuously monitor and fix the Veterans Tracking 
System, the data system that supports IDES. 

 Satisfaction surveys should be more carefully 
monitored and interpreted. 

VA concurred with those recommendations but deferred 
to the Pentagon on developing a time frame to complete the 
IDES business review. 

In his official response to the report, VA Chief of Staff 
John Gingrich noted that while VA has provided input to the 
business review, DoD has the lead on that initiative -- and has 
cut VA out of the loop. 

“At this time, the full scope or current status” of the 
business review “has not been disclosed to VA,” Gingrich 
wrote. 

That news vexed Sen. Patty Murray, D-Wash., 
chairwoman of the Senate Veterans’ Affairs Committee, who 
has pressed DoD and VA to work together to solve IDES 
issues. 

Murray told Military Times in a Sept. 24 email that she is 
concerned about communication between the two 
departments. 

The GAO report “shows that DoD and VA continue to 
struggle to work together and the result has been wait times 
that continue to grow longer,” Murray said. 

“The IDES process is intended to be a joint system. VA 
and DoD must work collaboratively, not just in words but in 
actions, if they are going to make real changes for our service 
members and veterans.” 

 
 

GAO: Troops may not like IDES that much 
Troops in the Integrated Disability Evaluation System 

may be less pleased with the process than Defense Department 
surveys indicate, the Government Accountability Office says. 

Those surveys, featuring questions with responses on a 
five-point scale ranging from “extremely satisfied” to 
“extremely dissatisfied,” show that 67 percent of active-duty 
members and 65 percent of National Guard and reserve 
members report being satisfied with the process. But if more 
conservative calculations are used -- including whether service 
members are extremely dissatisfied with one phase of IDES 
but content with others, and counting a “meh” response as 
“dissatisfied” rather than “satisfied” -- the GAO said 
satisfaction rates drop to 24 percent for active-duty troops and 
25 percent for reservists. 

“While not incorrect, DoD’s scale can mask pockets of 
service member dissatisfaction,” auditors wrote. “Measuring 
satisfaction, or even dissatisfaction, in different ways may 
provide a more complete picture of satisfaction and how it 
varies in different circumstances and may reveal areas where 
DoD could focus on improving management and 
performance.” 

GAO also found that DoD’s satisfaction rates did not vary 
much among service members. 

Auditors said that could mean all troops get consistent 
treatment in IDES, which is good news -- or that the surveys 
don’t measure opinions in enough detail to discriminate. 

“Either way, such results provide little insight into 
identifying areas for improvement or effective practices,” 
GAO said. 

GAO recommended expanding the surveys to include 
wider samplings and/or exit interviews. 

In response, defense officials cited some “inaccuracies” 
with GAO’s assessment of the surveys but generally 
concurred with the report’s recommendations. 

Satisfaction gap 
DoD’s method of surveying troops who have gone 

through IDES leaves out some who don’t complete one of the 
full phases of the process, and it counts surveyed troops as 
“satisfied” if the average of their responses is higher than 3 on 
a 5-point scale. GAO researchers counted troops as “satisfied” 
only if all their responses were a 4 or above. The difference is 
substantial: 

Active-duty -- DoD: 67.4%, GAO: 23.7% 
Guard/reserve -- DoD: 63.5%, GAO: 24.6% 
Source: Government Accountability Office analysis of 

Defense Department and Veterans Affairs Department data 
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MARINE CORPS: 
20. Undue Influence 
The commandant's tough talk complicates Corps' push to curtail sex assaults 
(MARINE CORPS TIMES 08 OCT 12) ... Gidget Fuentes 

The commandant was embarrassed. He was annoyed. A 
rash of scandals at home and abroad, coupled with the Marine 
Corps' shocking sexual assault rates, left him no doubt that 
accountability had slipped and the public's trust was at stake. 

In April, Gen. Jim Amos set out on a months-long tour of 
the force, hitting more than 25 bases and stations across the 

globe to connect in person with thousands of officers and 
enlisted leaders -- and to hammer home the message that it's 
their responsibility to enforce the Corps' standards, to protect 
its reputation and to promote a safe, professional work 
environment anchored by order, discipline and mutual respect. 
That means preventing sex assault, punishing offenders and 
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purging predators from the ranks, Amos told Marines during 
these presentations of his Heritage Brief. 

His presentations contained passionate, fiery lectures in 
which he denounced Marines' bad behavior, admonished lax 
leadership for letting it fester and fumed about the unflattering 
media attention that resulted. 

Marines expect tough talk from the brass. But Amos may 
have gone too far. 

The commandant's rhetoric on sex assault breached legal 
bounds, according to at least four military judges ruling in four 
separate cases in California, Virginia and South Carolina. 
Amos, they determined, exerted apparent unlawful command 
influence, marking a significant victory for defense attorneys 
who claim the Corps' top general violated their clients' due-
process rights by tainting jury pools and essentially 
guaranteeing convictions before their cases even played out in 
court. 

The judges in these four cases did not find that Amos' 
committed actual unlawful command influence, as defense 
attorneys had sought. That's a more serious finding, which 
could have led to the cases' dismissal. They instead offered the 
defense various remedies to ease the damage Amos' 
statements could have on prospective jurors, allowing for 
extended questioning and additional dismissals of those seen 
as potentially biased. 

The Marine Corps recorded more than 330 sex assaults 
last year, according to data released this summer, and it's 
widely believed the crime is underreported. Like the other 
service chiefs, Amos faces immense pressure from Congress 
and civilian leadership at the Pentagon to get a handle on the 
problem. These rulings could complicate the broader effort -- 
not just these four instances. 

So far, Amos' comments have been linked to about 20 
cases in which unlawful command influence has been raised, 
though it's unclear how many other judges have ruled apparent 
unlawful command influence occurred, said Col. John G. 
Baker, the Marine Corps' chief defense counsel who oversees 
the Defense Services Organization. Some involve pending 
trials. 

Others involve boards of inquiry and similar 
administrative proceedings. Attorneys and others in the Corps' 
legal community anticipate a wave of command influence 
claims -- for sex-assault cases and for those involving in 
hazing allegations and other forms of misconduct -- now that 
these judges have established a precedent. 

The commandant, Baker said, "plays a pivotal role in the 
maintenance of good order and discipline in the Marine Corps. 
He can and should use that role to lawfully influence his 
Marines.... [But] to remain effective, our commander-driven 
system must not only be fair, it must be perceived as fair. 

"In my view," he added, "any actions by any commander 
that unlawfully influences or appears to unlawfully influence 
the outcome of a case is the biggest danger to military justice." 
Marine Corps Times submitted several questions to Amos' 
office. His spokesman, Lt. Col. Joseph Plenzler, released a 
statement in response saying "it would be inappropriate for the 
commandant to comment" on specifics about current 
command influence litigation. 

However, Plenzler was adamant that the intent of Amos' 
Heritage Brief was "to communicate his expectations for 
ethical behavior to his Marines." "The commandant's intent 

was to change behavior," Plenzler said, "not to influence the 
outcomes of any particular courts-martial." 

Don't doubt Amos' genuine passion in trying to root out 
misconduct that hurts Marines and the Corps' reputation. He 
expressed those sentiments in a May 3 all-hands memo to the 
force, White Letter 2-12. It marked his "shot across the bow" 
to stamp out sexual assault, which he called "an ugly mark on 
our proud reputation." 

Days later, Amos and other members of the Joint Chiefs 
of Staff signed a joint strategic direction on sexual assault 
prevention and response. Then, on June 20, he approved the 
Corps' new campaign plan, in part to address concerns that far 
too many assaults go unreported because alleged victims are 
afraid to speak up and, worse, because commands have the 
reputation of ignoring or downplaying allegations. The 
campaign plan includes measures to encourage more 
reporting, provide care for victims, independently investigate 
allegations and hold offenders accountable legally or 
administratively. 

The trouble traces back to the spring, when the Heritage 
Brief began, according to several sources familiar with these 
ongoing court cases. During his April 19 presentation at 
Marine Corps Recruit Depot Parris Island, S.C., for instance, 
the commandant discussed his responsibility for the Corps' 
"well-being," according to a transcript of the briefing obtained 
by Marine Corps Times. 

He cited recent examples of misconduct, including rape 
cases, and spoke bluntly about his perceptions and concerns. 
As with other stops on the tour, he tackled several themes that 
day, including: 

*The number of sexual assaults. Amos told Marines that 
statistics alone don't show the problem's full scope. "We had 
348 sexual assaults in 2011," he said, according to the 
transcript. "The fact of the matter is 80 percent of those are 
legitimate sexual assaults. We have got Marines that are 
predators. 

"I personally believe... there are at least twice as many 
sexual assaults that actually happened than are reported. Could 
very well be three times." 

Also noteworthy, sources say, is the absence of any 
discussion about cases in which Marines were falsely accused, 
wrongly charged or acquitted. Those numbers are significant. 
According to a Military Times analysis of Defense 
Department sexual assault data, the Marine Corps in 2010 had 
the highest percentage of sexual assault cases that went to 
court martial but had the lowest rate of convictions and 
discharges in lieu of court-martial: 30 percent. 

*Nonconsensual sex. At Parris Island, Amos repeatedly 
dismissed the notion that some Marines lie about being 
assaulted because they had what he called "buyer's remorse" 
after having sex. "What the hell happened? Buyer's remorse. 
Bulls---. I know fact from fiction," he said, according to the 
transcript. 

*Why so few speak up. "Why wouldn't female Marines 
come forward?" Amos asked Marines at Parris Island, 
according to the transcript. "Because they don't trust us. They 
don't trust the command. They don't trust the leadership." 

*The lack of accountability. Here, he singled out 
commanding officers and senior enlisted Marines, lamenting a 
climate in which leaders have "become so soft" on holding 
wrongdoers accountable. "I am very, very disappointed," 
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Amos said, according to the transcript. He told Marines that he 
watches with incredulity the results of courts-martial and 
administrative boards that don't throw out troublemakers. 
"We've got an officer that has done something absolutely 
disgraceful and heinous... and we elect to retain him," he said. 
"… Why would I want to retain someone like that? I see the 
same thing with staff NCOs." 

The commandant relayed a similar message at other 
presentations of the Heritage Brief, and it appears he was 
aware that some of his language was at least close to crossing 
a line. In May, for instance, he told Marines at MCRD San 
Diego and nearby Camp Pendleton that "his lawyers had told 
him not to say the things he was saying but he was going to 
anyway," according to defense motions in a pending sex 
assault case at Marine Corps Base Quantico, Va. At 
Pendleton, Amos said "the defense lawyers love it when I talk 
about this because then they can throw me under the bus later 
on and complain about unlawful command influence." 

A week later, at Marine Barracks Washington, Amos 
alluded to the public's perception of the Marine Corps and the 
pressure to fix the problem. "Members of Congress are 
looking at us," he told Marines, "and they're saying you're a 
bunch of cowboys." 

Why the tough talk is problematic 
Under the law and by legal practice, defendants are 

considered innocent until a court or jury finds them guilty. But 
unlawful command influence can derail a case and spoil that 
cloak of fairness. In 1986, the U.S. Court of Military Appeals 
called it "the mortal enemy of military justice," saying even 
the appearance of it can devastate trust in the system. 

Unlawful command influence can take several forms. For 
instance, it can involve a commander ordering a character 
witness not to testify or coercing certain testimony. It can 
involve a convening authority considering charges based on 
biased legal advice -- or public criticism by senior officers 
about a defendant. 

In several pretrial motions and hearings associated with 
these cases, defense attorneys took issue with Amos' remarks 
indicating at least 80 percent of sexual assault reports are 
legitimate. The commandant left the audience with the 
impression and his expectation that every Marine accused of 
sexual assault is at least 80 percent guilty, said Brian 
Bouffard, a defense attorney in Fort Worth, Texas, who is 
representing Staff Sgt. Tarrell Jiles in the Quantico case. 

Jiles is accused of sexually harassing and touching 
numerous male Marines inappropriately. "All you need is a 
charge sheet," Bouffard said. "You are 80 percent of the way 
toward the conviction. He didn't say those specific words, but 
that is essentially what he has done." 

The burden of proving guilt rests with the government, 
and a jury is supposed to be impartial when weighing the 
charges against the law, evidence and testimony. Members of 
the jury should walk in presuming the accused is innocent, and 
they shouldn't be influenced by what their superiors say. That 
Amos directed his presentations to leadership is a huge 
concern to defendants, sources say. Jury panels for special and 
general courts-martial are composed of the accuseds' peers, 
but they must be in the ranks of staff sergeant and above. 

Another White Letter from the commandant, No. 3-12, 
written in July, was addressed to only general officers, 
commanding officers, officers-in-charge, sergeants major and 

master gunnery sergeants to "reinforce a couple of key 
elements of our way-ahead" on the sexual assault prevention 
campaign. 

In the memo, Amos reminded them of some basic legal 
tenets and practices, writing: "The matter of whether or not a 
Marine committed a sexual assault and what should happen 
will be determined based on the facts presented. I expect all 
Marines involved in the military justice process -- from 
convening authorities, to members, to witnesses -- to make 
their own independent assessment of the facts and 
circumstances of each case." 

In August, Bouffard and other attorneys representing Jiles 
tried to get Amos in court to explain his communications on 
sexual assault. During an Aug. 31 motions hearing at 
Quantico, Bouffard argued that the commandant's tough talk 
in both the Heritage Brief and White Letter 2-12 could 
unfairly sway the jury against his client. The "outlandish and 
outrageous" things Amos said at Parris Island about stamping 
out sexual assault "injects the commandant in the deliberation 
room," Bouffard told the court. Amos should have to testify 
about his choices, he said, something considered highly 
unlikely by most legal observers. 

Col. Daniel Daugherty, the Marine Corps' chief judge, 
who is presiding over the hearing, countered by questioning 
why a trial couldn't be fair if jury members were instructed to 
read and consider Amos' follow-up White Letter, 3-12. 
Daugherty, who in a July 18 ruling found that Amos 
committed apparent UCI, ultimately denied the request. 
Instead, on July 31, Amos answered sworn written questions. 
Defense attorneys have not been allowed to question him, and 
the commandant has not been ordered to testify. 

Col. David Maxwell, the commanding officer at Quantico 
and the convening authority in Jiles' case, also was called to 
the stand Aug. 31. He said he took Amos' guidance to mean 
that "doing the right thing" included following the rule of law 
and making sure the justice system follows due process. 

"Fair and impartial administration of justice is what we're 
talking about," Maxwell said. 

Understanding the passion 
In April, around the time the Heritage Brief presentations 

began, the Pentagon released its annual report on sexual 
assault, drawing strong rebukes from Congress. At the same 
time, Marines and other U.S. troops working on a Secret 
Service detail were swept up in a prostitution scandal in 
Colombia. Public pressure seemed to be intensifying. 

On April 16, three House Armed Services Committee 
members -- Reps. Loretta Sanchez, D-Calif., Mike Turner, R-
Ohio, and Niki Tsongas, D-Mass. -- met with Defense 
Secretary Leon Panetta at the Pentagon. 

That day, Panetta and Army Gen. Martin E. Dempsey, 
chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, announced about a half-
dozen initiatives to combat sexual assault, including new 
requirements for commands in handling allegations of actual 
or attempted rape, forcible sodomy and sexual assault; 
enhanced training on preventing sexual assaults; and the 
establishment of "special victims' units." 

On April 18, the day before he spoke at Parris Island, 
Amos hosted five committee members, including Sanchez, 
Turner and Rep. Susan Davis, D-Calif., for breakfast at his 
home in Washington. Two of the five walked out after the 
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conversation became heated, focusing on the Corps' efforts to 
stop sexual assault. 

Amos relayed portions of the exchange to Marines at the 
recruit depot, centering on the frustration he felt as one 
lawmaker, who has not been identified in transcripts from the 
Heritage Brief or court documents reviewed by Marine Corps 
Times, nearly pushed the commandant to the tipping point. 

"My wife is looking like, holy smokes, my husband is 
going to come across the table. And by the way, I wanted to," 
Amos told the Marines, according to the transcript. "But I sat 
and listened to him and let him finish. And then I looked at 
him very pointedly and I said 'Congressman,... don't sit at this 
table today and think that we're not going to do something 
about it, because we are. I am the commandant of the Marine 
Corps, and I'm telling you we are going to fix it.' " 

It wasn't long after the Parris Island brief that alarms went 
off. There's nothing wrong with the commandant touring the 
Corps and telling Marines that sexual assault is a problem, 
said Colby Vokey, a retired lieutenant colonel and defense 
attorney in Dallas. "Where he crossed the line is when he 
starts talking about how he's not pleased" with the level of 
accountability, and of the results of courts-martial and 
administrative boards. Those types of statements, Vokey said, 
carry tremendous weight with Marines. 

"The commandant of the Marine Corps, he is so revered," 
he said. "That is what is so offensive." No judge has dismissed 

a sex-assault case because of Amos' influence, but defense 
attorneys continue to press their case, said Baker, the Corps' 
chief defense counsel. 

Their willingness to protect their clients' rights is 
"inspiring," he said. The commandant may disagree. 

What's next 
Ongoing court battles over the commandant's statements 

during his Heritage Briefs could be the tip of the iceberg. 
Legal experts expect to see the issue of unlawful 

command influence raised in the case of a widely-circulated 
video that showed Marines urinating on Taliban corpses. The 
Marine Corps filed criminal charges Sept. 24 against two staff 
sergeants at Camp Lejeune, N.C. Sources familiar with the 
case told Marine Corps Times an image from that video, a clip 
that first aired Jan. 

10 on YouTube, was shown during Gen. Jim Amos' 
Heritage Brief presentations, and Amos mentioned the 
incident during those talks where he admonished Marines and 
command leaders for their lack of accountability, shameful 
behavior and attitudes toward misconduct including hazing 
and sexual assault. 

On May 31, he reminded Marines at Marine Barracks 
Washington about General Order No. 1 that prohibits photos 
of dead enemy combatants. 

"We've got a problem with discipline," he told them. 
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21. Civilians Get A Taste Of Boot Camp 
A grueling three-mile obstacle course in San Diego gives a small glimpse of the process that turns young 
men into Marines. 
(LOS ANGELES TIMES 30 SEP 12) ... Tony Perry 

SAN DIEGO--Marine Gunnery Sgt. Douglas King, lean 
as a whippet and possessed of a commanding, rapid-fire voice, 
set the tone quickly and without equivocation as he addressed 
the Saturday morning assemblage of civilian runners. 

"You're going to get motivated, the Marine Corps way!" 
he bellowed. "You're going to get it whether you like it or 
not." 

And with that, the 11th annual Boot Camp Challenge was 
underway -- 2,000 civilians vying for the bragging rights that 
come with completing a three-mile obstacle course designed 
for recruits at the boot camp here. 

For the weekend fitness crowd, three miles may not seem 
like much of a challenge. 

But this is a three-mile course with tunnels, trenches, logs 
to jump over, logs to crawl under, walls to climb, hay bales to 
jump, push-ups to perform and more -- much more. 

All along the way, drill instructors with those demanding, 
otherworldly voices were pushing the runners to keep moving, 
quitting is not an option, etc. Instruction was done close up 
and at high decibels. 

GO, GO, GET DOWN, NO STOPPING, NO STOPPING, 
NO STOPPING! 

Sometimes sarcasm was in play. 
IT'S A RACE, IT'S OK TO RUN, PASS SOMEBODY! 

NOW! 
There is method to the apparent madness, the Marines 

explained. Since 1923, young men have been coming here to 
see if they are tough enough to be Marines. To many civilians, 
the insular Marine culture remains a mystery. 

The Boot Camp Challenge allows civilians to glimpse a 
portion of the grueling 13-week process of turning young men 
into Marines, said Brig. Gen. Daniel Yoo, commanding officer 
at the Marine Corps Recruit Depot San Diego. 

"You get to see some of the physical and mental stress 
they go through," he said. 

Matt Pederson, 44, a high school biology teacher from 
Phoenix, wore a T-shirt ("Proud Dad. Erik Pederson. Platoon 
2123") honoring his son, a recent boot camp graduate now 
receiving infantry training at Camp Pendleton. "I want to see 
what he went through," Pederson said. 

Walt Smith, 64, the oldest runner in the "elite" group 
(those who can run a mile in under eight minutes), wanted to 
make sure he still has the right stuff. He's a retired colonel in 
the Marine Reserve. 

Glenda Smithson, 32, a software designer in Los Angeles, 
was just plain curious. 

"You hear about the Marines, but you don't really know 
what they do or how they do," she said. 

"I'm going to find out even if it means getting sore feet 
and legs." 

Part of being a Marine, of course, is learning how to 
respond -- affirmatively, quickly and loudly -- when given an 
order. King explained the secret. 

"There's a vein in your neck," he told the group. "You 
scream loud enough, it pops out." 

At the end of the race, the exhausted, sweat-drenched 
runners returned to the grassy area near the start. 
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Rock music was blaring, T-shirts were selling briskly and 
some adventuresome souls were getting Marine high-and-tight 
haircuts for free. 

Others were getting pull-up training from the drill 
instructors. Beer, water and energy drinks were available. 

The DIs were a common topic of conversation. 
"In the beginning, they're in your face," said Herbie 

Greene, 29, of San Diego. "But by the end, you don't hear 
them; you just keep moving." 

Rachel Paul, 20, of Escondido heard the DIs every step of 
the way. 

"They were insane," she said -- adding that she'll probably 
come back for next year's race. 

The question to runners at the finish line was direct: How 
was the race? 

"Awesome," said Cory McAllister, 22, of Rancho 
Cucamonga. 

"Brutal," said Frank Esqueda, 46, his uncle. 
What was the best part? 
"Finishing," uncle and nephew said in unison. 
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22. Few Options For Replacing Destroyed Harrier Jets 
(BLOOMBERG GOVERNMENT 28 SEP 12) ... Kevin Brancato and Christine Ryan 

Tight budgets and a closed production line will make it 
harder for the U.S. Marine Corps to replace the eight AV-8B 
Harrier jets lost to a Sept. 14 Taliban attack in Afghanistan. 

The assault on British Camp Bastion killed two U.S. 
Marines, including the AV-8B squadron commander, and 
destroyed six AV-8B Harriers and “significantly damaged” 
two others. The Marines have sent AV-8B aircraft from 
another squadron to fill in for those lost. 

The destroyed and damaged planes constitute 6 percent of 
the Marines’ fleet of Harriers, attack jets that can take off and 
land vertically like a helicopter and in the conventional 
manner. 

The Marines use the Harrier to attack ground targets using 
Boeing’s AGM-84 Harpoon and Raytheon’s AGM-65 
Maverick missiles. The Harrier no longer is produced. 

Reconstituting eight aircraft would require significant 
financial resources and intense support by companies 
including Boeing, BAE, and Raytheon. Meanwhile, 
production of the planned replacement for the Marines’ aging 
Harriers, Lockheed Martin Corp.’s F-35B, has been delayed. 

The Marines had only about 144 AV-8Bs as of May 2011, 
including 35 aircraft with an upgraded engine and nighttime 
sensors, and 88 with those upgrades and Raytheon’s AN/APG-
65 radar. Normal attrition is about two aircraft a year. 

Last Bought in 1992 
The Marines bought the last new batch of AV-8Bs in 

1992 for about $38 million each. Refurbished versions of 
older AV-8Bs cost the Navy about $30 million each from 
1994 through 2001. 

Piecing together replacement aircraft from old planes 
would be costly, if possible at all, even though a new supply 
of parts recently became available. In November 2011, the 
Marine Corps paid the U.K. $180 million for 72 retired GR9 
Harriers and spares. 

All versions of the Harrier were built by McDonnell 
Douglas, now part of Boeing, and British Aerospace, now part 
of BAE. 

Differing parts in the British and American versions of 
the AV-8B mean that the Marines couldn’t use the British 
planes without substantial modification, likely by BAE, which 
upgraded them for the U.K. 

The two planes share the same Rolls Royce Pegasus 
engine and parts of the fuselage, but have different weapons 
control computers and other electronic systems. 

The version with Raytheon’s APG-65 radar was 
developed through a three-nation agreement with Spain and 
Italy. The UK variants don’t have the radar. 

The Marines’ only realistic option may be to increase the 
readiness of their remaining Harriers while waiting for the first 
full squadron of F-35Bs to be ready in 2020. 

F-35B Still in Testing 
The Marines already had been reassessing the AV-8Bs’ 

service and fatigue lives, while facing parts shortages, 
manufacturers exiting the business, and other maintenance 
challenges. 

The Marine Corps plans to replace the entire fleet of AV-
8B aircraft with the short-takeoff-vertical-landing, or STOVL, 
Lockheed Martin F-35B. 

Development of the F-35B has been shaky. The variant 
was on “probation” for a year until January 2012 to fix several 
issues. Full-rate production of the F-35, including the Marine 
Corps model, won’t begin until 2019. This means the AV-8B 
may begin approaching fatigue life limits just as its 
replacements are delivered, if they are not further delayed. 

Funding for 38 Marine Corps F-35Bs was provided 
during fiscal years 2008 through 2012, yet the jet is still in 
testing. The Marines have requested $1.5 billion for 6 more in 
fiscal 2013. 

Harrier Upkeep 
Much AV-8B upgrade and sustainment work is performed 

on contracts that cover several types of aircraft. For example, 
Northrop Grumman Corp. won $486 million in December 
2010 for 99 LITENING targeting pods and other kits for nine 
types of aircraft ranging from AV-8Bs to B-52s. 

In February 2010, BAE Systems Plc won $31 million to 
support electronic countermeasures systems on the AV-8B and 
older F-18s. In October 2010, the Navy awarded DCS Corp., a 
small business based in Alexandria, Virginia, $200 million to 
provide weapons integration support services for aircraft 
including the AV-8B, F-35 and drones. 
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ENERGY: 
23. Ten Clean Energy Technologies The U.S. Military Needs To Win The Next Naval War 
(FORBES 30 SEP 12) ... William Pentland 

The future seems bleak for sea pirates, terrorists, tyrants 
and any other brigand or bully in the bad guy business. 
Courtesy of Uncle Sam’s Canoe Club, the good guys are about 
to get faster, stronger and more agile. And yes, clean energy is 
the secret sauce. 

“By 2016, the Navy will sail the Great Green Fleet, a 
carrier strike group composed of nuclear ships, hybrid electric 
ships running biofuel and aircraft flying on biofuel,” according 
to energy targets set in 2010 by the Secretary of the Navy, Ray 
Mabus. 

The U.S. Navy’s focus on reducing dependency on fossil 
fuels is part of a broader plan for developing and deploying 
next-generation naval warfare capabilities that represents the 
dawn of a new era for naval engineering. This new era will 
need to meet the massive power demands of ship installed 
weapons and sensor systems capable of burning and blinding 
optical systems, cutting off an airplane’s wing and hurling 
projectiles more than 200 nautical miles at speeds of greater 
than Mach 7. 

The U.S. Navy’s Office of Naval Research is developing 
a suite of hypersonic and directed energy weapons and sensors 
that will bring the fight to enemy forces far outside the 
counterattack envelope. 

While some of these weapon and sensor systems like the 
Electromagnetic Railgun or the Free Electron Laser are at least 
a decade away, the Laser Weapon System and Air and Missile 
Defense Radar systems are almost ready for prime time 
deployment today. 

“Our bottom line is that if we can put millions of joules of 
energy onto a target, something will happen,” said Capt. 
Roger D. McGinnis, director of the Navy’s directed energy 
and electric weapons program, in an interview with the Navy 
League. 

The migration from “Navy Now” to “Next Navy” 
warships will blur the distinction between weapons and power 
systems and, in the process, trigger tidal waves in electric 
power innovation. 

In a series of posts over the next month, Clean Beta will 
review the mission critical role of ten green and clean energy 
technologies in next generation naval warfare, including 
unmanned underwater submarines, hybrid propulsion systems, 
high-powered microwaves and electromagnetic rail guns. The 
first item on the agenda is what the Navy calls “Next 
Generation Integrated Power Supply,” what civilians call the 
microgrid and what I call the future of electric power. 
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CYBER: 
24. Military Cybersecurity Gets Closer Scrutiny 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 01 OCT 12) ... Laura Litvan and Gopal Ratnam 

Cybersecurity is in the spotlight in Washington, especially 
after attacks on U.S. banks in the past two weeks crippled their 
websites, and the military is playing a central role in the 
debate. 

The Pentagon’s top cyber official, General Keith 
Alexander, who also runs the National Security Agency, 
speaks at two events in Washington this week on 
cybersecurity. 

Alexander, who heads the Pentagon’s Cyber Command, 
will be the keynote speaker today at the Woodrow Wilson 
Center’s National Conversation Series. The center’s director, 
former Democratic Representative Jane Harman, and 
Republican Senator Susan Collins of Maine, will join in to 
discuss how to bring the public into the debate on 
cybersecurity, according to the Pentagon. 

Alexander also speaks on Thursday at the U.S. Chamber 
of Commerce’s Cybersecurity Summit, where speakers 
including retired General Michael Hayden, former director of 
the Central Intelligence Agency, and Marcus Sachs, a vice 
president at Verizon Communications Inc., will discuss how 
the government and private companies can share information 
on threats, according to the chamber. 

Elsewhere, Gus Hunt, the CIA’s chief technology officer, 
will speak at a military cybersecurity conference today 
through Wednesday in Arlington, Virginia. 

The conference, sponsored by Technology Training Corp. 
of Torrance, California, will also feature panel discussions on 

challenges and emerging solutions to the cybersecurity threat, 
and on specific tools for securing the Pentagon’s computer 
network. 

Scheduled speakers include retired Air Force Major 
General Dale Meyerrose, the former chief information officer 
at the Office of the Director of National Intelligence; Steve 
Adegbite, director of cybersecurity strategies at Lockheed 
Martin Corp.; and John Toomer, director of intelligence, 
information and cyber systems at Boeing Co. 

To underscore that the military is still learning new 
cybersecurity techniques, the Pentagon’s Defense Advanced 
Research Projects Agency plans to hold a workshop Oct. 15-
16 to solicit ideas from contractors interested in participating 
in its so-called Plan X program. 

The program’s goal is to develop “revolutionary 
technologies for understanding, planning, and managing cyber 
warfare in real-time, large-scale, and dynamic network 
environments,” according to a DARPA document. 

The workshop, to be held at DARPA’s Conference Center 
in Arlington, had to be postponed from Sept. 27 to October 15 
because of “an unanticipated and overwhelming response from 
industry and academia,” the agency said in a posting on the 
Federal Business Opportunities website. 

U.S. lawmakers and Pentagon officials have expressed 
concern about the rising threat of cyber attacks emanating 
from China. 
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25. U.S. Moves Toward Normalization Of Cyber Warfare 
(DEFENSE NEWS 01 OCT 12) ... Zachary Fryer-Biggs 

Cyber weapons and capabilities may still be carefully 
guarded behind thick layers of classification, but the U.S. 
military apparatus is starting to lump the cyber domain in with 
other weapons and types of warfare. 

The march toward normalization — treating capabilities 
largely developed by the intelligence community and rarely 
wielded by the military branches until recently — is taking the 
form of new policy that classifies cyber attacks using decades-
old laws of kinetic warfare, and efforts to treat cyber 
capabilities as traditional weapon systems for the purpose of 
support and funding. In the process, cyber is becoming less an 
ostracized corner of military interest and more an integrated 
part of the whole. 

This year U.S. Cyber Command moved to deploy some 
capabilities including offensive weapons, to the combatant 
commands for use in larger military operations. 

"One of my priorities when I first took this command was 
to normalize operations in cyberspace," said Gen. William 
Shelton, commander of Air Force Space Command, at a news 
conference with reporters in September. 

Shelton, who heads the Air Force's cyber efforts, recently 
moved to categorize three Air Force cyber capabilities as 
weapon systems. 

"If you're going to fit into the traditional Air Force 
processes, your system needs to be designated a weapon 
system," he said. "That's just a title. Not everything that's 
designated that is an actual weapon? 

The three capabilities Shelton is pushing to designate 
weapons are Air Force cyber defense, cyberspace defense 
analysis and cyberspace vulnerability assessment 

Shelton said the move will allow for greater incorporation 
of cyber capability and is critical for future support. 

"It kicks in the standard Air Force process that resources a 
program,” he said ."That's a tremendous advantage. I don't see 
any downside to it at all. I suppose you could say that you 
might lose some flexibility, but the trade for making sure 
you're resourced, that is well worth that trade." 

Only hours before Shelton's comments, Harold Koh, the. 
State Department's chief legal adviser, unveiled the U.S. 
government's position on the rules of cyberwar at a conference 

hosted by U.S. Cyber Command at Fort Meade, Md. The 
framework Koh outlined would apply existing International 
law to cyberwarfare. 

Koh announced that it was U.S. government policy that 
certain cyber attacks may constitute a "use of force," a legal 
term defined by the United Nations' charter. Functionally, 
such cyber attacks are legal only if a military engagement is 
authorized by the U.N. or if the attacks are launched in self-
defense. 

"If it is a domain, what if the rules of conflict in the other 
domains transfer?" said Michael Hayden, retired Air Force 
general and former chief of the CIA and NSA. "The American 
position, and I'm pretty comfortable with is that they all do. 
Proportionality, distinction, those sorts of things transfer very 
well? 

Hayden a principal with the Chertoff Group, said the 
move toward normalization needs to be made cautiously. 

“I understand the move towards normalization; I actually 
think on balance, it's the correct course of action," he said. 
"But as I suggested, this is all new stuff, and anything you do, 
arid particularly anything we do, is precedential. Everyone 
else in the world says, “OK, the Americans are doing it, it 
must be OK.' And so we have to be very, very careful." 

Jeff Moulton, a cyber expert with the Georgia Tech 
Research Institute, said the move was an important policy step 
as the U.S. grapples with the issues surrounding cyber. 

"This whole space is people, technology and policy." he 
said. "We've done a lot in the technology area, land we're 
recognizing the need to do the people part of it, which I would 
argue we're doing woefully bad at, but the policy piece of it 
has been left unchallenged for some time. There are more 
questions than answers, but at least they're trying to scope it.” 

That movement in policy is critical for the future of cyber 
weapons, Hayden said. 

"We do need to move in the direction of normalization 
became I can tell you, in my experience if we don't do that, 
these will become the special weapons of the 21st century. It 
will be capabilities that you cannot use without having a 
meeting in the White House." 
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INFRASTRUCTURE / INSTALLATIONS: 
26. Navy's Green Plan For Pearl Harbor Runway Draws Fire 
(USA TODAY 30 SEP 12) ... Drew Gingrich 

History buffs say the famous runway at Pearl Harbor's 
Ford Island is under attack once again -- this time from the 
U.S. Navy itself, which may cover it with solar panels. 

The unused runway in the center of the military base at 
Pearl Harbor is a good location for the solar project and is 
"critically important to achieving renewable energy 
mandates," says Navy spokeswoman Agnes Tauyan. But 
American history aficionados say the site should be preserved 
as sacred ground. 

"We totally agree with (the Navy) being green, but we 
don't think they should do it where Americans spilled their red 

blood," says Ken DeHoff, director of the Pacific Aviation 
Museum, located in an airplane hangar on Ford Island. 
"There's plenty of room for them to create this project off to 
the west, which is just scrub oak and abandoned land." 

The runway is part of a decommissioned airfield now, but 
on Dec. 7, 1941, 33 of the 70 aircraft on the ground at Ford 
Island and one hangar were destroyed during the Japanese 
surprise attack. In 1964, the runway and the rest of Ford Island 
was designated a National Historic Landmark. 

The Navy's plan that is under consideration would cover 
Ford Island's 4,000-foot runway and 14 acres of adjoining land 
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with 60,000 solar-energy panels. The goal is to convert at least 
50% of the Navy's energy demands to alternative sources by 
2020. 

The Pacific Aviation Museum has opposed the proposed 
project because it says it does not respect the runway's 
significance in American history. 

"Consider the hue and cry should a 60,000-panel project 
be located at Gettysburg or Valley Forge," the museum said in 
a written statement. DeHoff says the museum suggested the 
Navy build the solar panel array at West Loch, an unused area 
to the west of the airfield on Waipio Peninsula, but he says the 
Navy rejected the alternative location because it was within 
the "blast arc," or minimum safe distance, of an area where the 
Navy stores ammunition. 

The museum gives tours of the island, featuring the 
runway, hangars and iconic red-and-white spiraled control 
tower that was featured prominently in the movies Pearl 
Harbor and Tora! Tora! Tora! 

The island is also home to the battleship USS Missouri as 
well as monuments to the battleships USS Utah and USS 
Oklahoma. Tauyan says the proposal is part of a project that 
"includes installation of PV arrays on roofs, parking shade 
structures and available parcels of land" in military 
installations across the state of Hawaii, and that the project is 
critically important to "achieving energy security." 

According to the Navy, the runway at Ford Island is under 
consideration for the panels because "it is an inactive space 
that is ideally located and sized." The Navy says the 
photovoltaic panel systems will be built, owned, operated and 

maintained by three energy companies awarded a $500 million 
contract to provide locally generated energy to the Navy. 

The Navy says the West Loch location has not yet been 
completely ruled out and that several potential locations are 
being considered while the Navy conducts an environmental 
assessment of the surrounding area. 

DeHoff says that although the runway hasn't been 
maintained since its deactivation in 1999, the site's historical 
significance, along with its importance to the local 
community, hasn't diminished. "This is an area that the kids 
play in, and they're going to cover it up and put a 7-foot high 
fence around it and basically make the place a monstrosity," 
he says. 

Along with the roughly 450 homes housing Navy 
personnel and their families on the island, DeHoff says the 
museum has about 200,000 visitors a year. 

According to the Pacific Aviation Museum, the Navy 's 
initial proposal was to erect the 60,000 blue, 4-by-6-foot solar 
panels in a way that would resemble the historic runway when 
seen from the air, with a white X placed every 1,000 feet 
along the array as if it were a closed runway. 

Barbara Bloom, a museum representative, says the Navy's 
design is unacceptable because "it's going to look like the 
runway's made of Legos." 

Tauyan says the Navy "remains committed to balancing 
our responsibility towards environmental stewardship, energy 
security and the preservation of historically significant 
facilities and structures." 
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27. New Center For Amputees, TBI Patients Planned 
Invictus San Diego would treat military, veterans and civilians 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 30 SEP1 2) ... Gretel C. Kovach 

A group of military, veteran and community health care 
heavyweights began meeting last year in San Diego to think 
big about improving treatment for amputation and traumatic 
brain injury. 

The plan that took shape is unlike any nationwide, 
organizers say: a community center offering medical 
treatment, family and mental health counseling, job placement 
and education services under one roof. 

The facility would pool resources from the Defense 
Department, Veterans Affairs and civilian hospitals, 
consolidating health care and research in an area with the 
largest population of Iraq and Afghanistan war veterans in the 
country. 

The idea has gained traction with startup funding and 
community backing. The next step is to decide on the scope of 
the project, including how many patients it should serve, and a 
location. Eventually, about $50 million to $100 million may 
need to be raised, depending on whether the center requires 
one building or a campus. 

The prospective rehabilitation center has been christened 
“Invictus San Diego,” from the Latin for “undefeated” and the 
Victorian-era poem by William Ernest Henley, an Englishman 
who lost a leg as a boy to tubercular arthritis. 

As befits the last lines of the poem, “I am the master of 
my fate; I am the captain of my soul,” the center would be a 
place for the severely wounded to gain control over their 
health and other aspects of their lives. 

The idea draws on two facilities built on military property 
with private donations: the Center for the Intrepid, an 
outpatient rehabilitation center for amputees and burn care 
patients established in 2007 at Brooke Army Medical Center 
in San Antonio; and the National Intrepid Center of 
Excellence in Bethesda, Md., which opened in 2010 with a 
focus on traumatic brain injuries and psychological disorders. 

Those facilities had their genesis during the height of the 
war in Iraq and a surge of wounded service members. The 
same overflow eventually led to the establishment in 2007 in 
San Diego of the Comprehensive Combat and Complex 
Casualty Care (C5) facility at Naval Medical Center San 
Diego in Balboa Park, adding a West Coast option for troops 
recovering from amputation and other severe wounds. 

Invictus, however, would not be located on military 
property. Organizers hope to transfer C5 staff and services for 
active-duty troops from the naval hospital to the community 
center. Over time those patients would continue to use 
Invictus as veterans. Meanwhile, the center would remain 
viable after combat operations end by caring for more civilians 
who lose limbs to diabetes or those with brain and body 
injuries from vehicle accidents, organizers said. 

Then, when the next war erupts, Invictus would be ready 
for a new surge of wounded service members. 

We’re “putting it together for the now, and the now is 
predominantly wounded warriors. But we are also building it 
for the future, whatever that is,” said retired Rear Adm. James 
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A. Johnson Jr., a surgeon who is president of the San Diego 
Military Advisory Council and a member of the board of 
Invictus. 

Looking at the treatment centers built in the past decade at 
military medical centers around the country, Invictus 
organizers wondered, “What do you do with them when the 
last guy goes out the door?” Rear Adm. C. Forrest Faison III, 
commander of Naval Medical Center San Diego, told U-T San 
Diego last fall. 

“How does the greater community leverage that, so the 
70-year-old lady with diabetes who just lost her foot — how 
does she leverage everything we’ve learned about prosthetics? 
Or the high school athlete who got a head bonk, how do we 
leverage all we’ve learned about traumatic brain injury?” he 
said. 

Organizers credit Faison as one of the key visionaries 
behind Invictus San Diego. (Faison, who has applied to be a 
Navy liaison to the foundation spearheading the project, is 
restricted because of Defense Department rules from speaking 
about it during fundraising.) 

“We are blessed in San Diego. We have got a phenomenal 
community. All the resources these guys need are here,” but 
they’re spread across the county between civilian providers 
like Sharp HealthCare and Scripps Health, veterans facilities, 
military hospitals and academia, Faison said. 

“What if we could bring all of this together in one 
location and make it a wounded warrior center that the 
community owns and runs and operates? We (in military 
health care) would participate, but care coordination becomes 
easier … we can all share best practices. It’s one-stop 
shopping.” 

Scripps staff might work at Invictus or merely coordinate 
care through teleconferencing or consultations, said Dr. 
Michael Lobatz, a neurologist and director at Scripps 
Rehabilitation Center in Encinitas, which treats service 
members and civilians with severe brain injuries, amputations, 
stroke and other ailments. 

Among civilians, “there is an increase and growing 
number of brain injuries, especially in the baby boomer 
population now. And there is an epidemic of diabetes in the 
country. That will mean more amputations down the line,” 
Lobatz said. 

The huge infusion of research funding from the Defense 
Department into brain injury and prostheses may one day pay 
off with significant advances benefiting civilians, Lobatz said. 

In the interim, Invictus could nurture hands-on cross-
pollination. “If it can be done right, and people can share in 
those resources and the costs and benefits of such an endeavor, 
then I can’t see anybody losing. I see only a model of care that 
is going to be unparalleled in the United States and an actual 
partnership between the military and the civilian community 
in providing care,” Lobatz said. 

Duane Roth, a member of the Invictus planning 
committee and chief executive of Connect, an organization 
fostering entrepreneurship in technology and life sciences, 
said the county is a wellspring of next-generation research in 
the field of prosthetic science. 

For instance, San Diego State University was among a 
group of academic institutions, which included the University 
of Washington and MIT, awarded an $18.5 million grant by 
the National Science Foundation in September to develop 
artificial limbs controlled by neurotransmissions, or thought. 

In such a fertile petri dish of research and development, 
“the vision of having maybe the best place in the West Coast, 
if not the country and hopefully the world, to go if you lose an 
arm or a limb, whether it’s through disease or military action 
or an accident, to me it just fit. The question became how can 
we map this out and go for it,” Roth said. 

“We have all the ingredients here. This isn’t pulled out of 
thin air. There is a real need, a real opportunity, and San Diego 
of all places should do this.” 

The Rancho Santa Fe Foundation signed on to the project 
in November as fiscal sponsor. In May, Invictus San Diego 
filed for incorporation in California as a nonprofit, a process 
that may take 10 months or more to complete, including 
federal approval. 

MaryAnn Stewart, president of Invictus, said she feels a 
sense of urgency to build the center while the public remains 
focused on caring for service members wounded in Iraq or 
Afghanistan. Yet she has no doubt that Invictus will be built. 

“We have a tremendous amount of determination. We 
have tremendous support from community members we talk 
to, and support outside of the state,” she said. In fact, the first 
gift came from Texas in December, when John Paul DeJoria, 
co-founder of Paul Mitchell salon products, donated $50,000 
for startup costs. 

“We owe these men and women. We owe this to them. 
They have literally given parts of themselves to defend our 
freedom,” Johnson said. “We have a sacred obligation to treat 
these veterans, these men and women who sacrificed, way 
better than we treated our Vietnam veterans.” 
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COMMENTARY: 
28. A New Course For The Middle East 
Restore the three sinews of American influence: our economic strength, our military strength and the 
strength of our values. 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 01 OCT 12) ... Mitt Romney 

Disturbing developments are sweeping across the greater 
Middle East. In Syria, tens of thousands of innocent people 
have been slaughtered. In Egypt, the Muslim Brotherhood has 
come to power, and the country's peace treaty with Israel 
hangs in the balance. In Libya, our ambassador was murdered 
in a terrorist attack. U.S. embassies throughout the region have 

been stormed in violent protests. And in Iran, the ayatollahs 
continue to move full tilt toward nuclear-weapons capability, 
all the while promising to annihilate Israel. 

These developments are not, as President Obama says, 
mere "bumps in the road." They are major issues that put our 
security at risk. 



 32

Yet amid this upheaval, our country seems to be at the 
mercy of events rather than shaping them. We're not moving 
them in a direction that protects our people or our allies. 

And that's dangerous. If the Middle East descends into 
chaos, if Iran moves toward nuclear breakout, or if Israel's 
security is compromised, America could be pulled into the 
maelstrom. 

We still have time to address these threats, but it will 
require a new strategy toward the Middle East. 

The first step is to understand how we got here. Since 
World War II, America has been the leader of the Free World. 
We're unique in having earned that role not through conquest 
but through promoting human rights, free markets and the rule 
of law. We ally ourselves with like-minded countries, expand 
prosperity through trade and keep the peace by maintaining a 
military second to none. 

But in recent years, President Obama has allowed our 
leadership to atrophy. Our economy is stuck in a "recovery" 
that barely deserves the name. Our national debt has risen to 
record levels. Our military, tested by a decade of war, is facing 
devastating cuts thanks to the budgetary games played by the 
White House. Finally, our values have been misapplied—and 
misunderstood—by a president who thinks that weakness will 
win favor with our adversaries. 

By failing to maintain the elements of our influence and 
by stepping away from our allies, President Obama has 
heightened the prospect of conflict and instability. He does not 
understand that an American policy that lacks resolve can 
provoke aggression and encourage disorder. 

The Middle East is a case in point. The Arab Spring 
presented an opportunity to help move millions of people from 
oppression to freedom. But it also presented grave risks. We 
needed a strategy for success, but the president offered none. 
And now he seeks to downplay the significance of the 
calamities of the past few weeks. 

The same incomprehension afflicts the president's policy 
toward Israel. The president began his term with the explicit 

policy of creating "daylight" between our two countries. He 
recently downgraded Israel from being our "closest ally" in the 
Middle East to being only "one of our closest allies." It's a 
diplomatic message that will be received clearly by Israel and 
its adversaries alike. He dismissed Israel's concerns about Iran 
as mere "noise" that he prefers to "block out." And at a time 
when Israel needs America to stand with it, he declined to 
meet with Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu. 

In this period of uncertainty, we need to apply a coherent 
strategy of supporting our partners in the Middle East—that is, 
both governments and individuals who share our values. 

This means restoring our credibility with Iran. When we 
say an Iranian nuclear-weapons capability—and the regional 
instability that comes with it—is unacceptable, the ayatollahs 
must be made to believe us. 

It means placing no daylight between the United States 
and Israel. And it means using the full spectrum of our soft 
power to encourage liberty and opportunity for those who 
have for too long known only corruption and oppression. The 
dignity of work and the ability to steer the course of their lives 
are the best alternatives to extremism. 

But this Middle East policy will be undermined unless we 
restore the three sinews of our influence: our economic 
strength, our military strength and the strength of our values. 
That will require a very different set of policies from those 
President Obama is pursuing. 

The 20th century became an American Century because 
we were steadfast in defense of freedom. We made the painful 
sacrifices necessary to defeat totalitarianism in all of its 
guises. To defend ourselves and our allies, we paid the price in 
treasure and in soldiers who never came home. 

Our challenges are different now, but if the 21st century is 
to be another American Century, we need leaders who 
understand that keeping the peace requires American strength 
in all of its dimensions. 

Mr. Romney is the Republican Party candidate for 
president. 
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29. What's In A War 
The Iran discussion the U.S. must have 
(WASHINGTON POST 30 SEP 12) ... William J. Fallon, Chuck Hagel, Lee Hamilton, Thomas Pickering and Anthony Zinni 

War with Iran is not inevitable, but U.S. national security 
would be seriously threatened by a nuclear-armed Iran. 
Particularly given the recent speeches at the U.N. General 
Assembly, military action is being discussed intensely. Public 
discussion of military action, however, is often reduced to 
rhetoric and partisan politics. We propose a nonpartisan, 
reasoned debate about the implications for the United States of 
another war in the wider Middle East. 

Thomas Jefferson said, “In a republican nation whose 
citizens are to be led by reason and persuasion, and not by 
force, the art of reasoning becomes of first importance.” In a 
publication released this month, “Weighing Benefits and Cost 
of Military Action Against Iran,” and posted online at 
TheIranProject.org, more than 30 former senior U.S. 
government officials and regional experts have come together 
to invoke the art of reasoning. We do not agree with every 
word in the report, but we have shared understandings of its 
message. 

We joined this effort because we believe a fact-based 
discussion of the objectives, costs, benefits, timing, 
capabilities and exit strategy should govern any decision to 
use military force. Our position is fully consistent with the 
policy of presidents for more than a decade of keeping all 
options on the table, including the use of military force, 
thereby increasing pressure on Iran while working toward a 
political solution. Since the consequences of a military attack 
are so significant for U.S. interests, we seek to ensure that the 
spectrum of objectives, as well as potential consequences, is 
understood. 

If the United States attacks, it could set back for several 
years Iran’s ability to build a nuclear weapon. If the objective 
were largescale damage to Iran’s military and weapons 
capability, the United States could achieve substantial success. 
But without large numbers of troops on the ground, we doubt 
that U.S. military attacks from the air — even if supplemented 
by other means such as drones, covert operations and 
cyberattacks — could eliminate Iran’s capability to build a 
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nuclear weapon, unseat the regime or force it to capitulate to 
U.S. demands. 

U.S. intelligence officials have said they believe Iran 
already has the know-how and much of the technology to 
build a nuclear weapon. U.S. and Israeli intelligence officials 
agree that Iran’s leaders have not yet made a decision to build 
one. But the U.S. government has indicated that if Iran were to 
produce weapons-grade enriched uranium and build a weapon, 
the military option must be considered. Defense Secretary 
Leon Panetta said this month that the United States would 
have “a little more than a year ... to take the action necessary” 
should Iran decide to make a dash for a nuclear weapon. We 
believe that there would be sufficient warning time to decide 
how to respond. 

Though not the only way to achieve these objectives, a 
U.S. attack would demonstrate the country’s credibility as an 
ally to other nations in the region and would derail Iran’s 
nuclear ambitions for several years, providing space for other, 
potentially longerterm solutions. An attack would also make 
clear the United States’ full commitment to nonproliferation as 
other nations contemplate moves in that direction. 

The costs are more difficult to estimate than the benefits 
because of uncertainty about the scale and type of Iran’s 
reaction. Iran is likely to retaliate directly but also to pursue an 
asymmetrical response, including heightened terrorist activity 
and covert operations as well as using surrogates such as 
Hezbollah. An increase in the price of oil could keep the 
market unstable for weeks or months and disrupt the global 
economy. 

The conflict could also escalate into a regional war 
involving Syria, Hezbollah, the Palestinians and other Arab 
states and terrorist groups. While a U.S.-led attack on Iran 
might be quietly welcomed by the leaders of many Arab 
states, and certainly by Israel, it would most likely be greeted 
with hostility from wide swaths of the region’s Muslims. 

Other consequences might include the increased 
likelihood of a decision by Iran to build a nuclear weapon; 
more instability in a region still seeking its footing; and the 
opportunity for extremist groups such as alQaeda to attract 
recruits. 

When he accepted the Nobel Peace Prize, President 
Obama wisely described the dilemma that the United States 
faces as a great nation: “part of our challenge is reconciling 
these two seemingly irreconcilable truths — that war is 
sometimes necessary, and war at some level is an expression 
of human folly.” The United States needs to have a 
nonpartisan, reasoned discussion about the choice between 
necessity and human folly. 

Adm. William J. Fallon was head of U.S. Central 
Command from 2007 to 2008. Chuck Hagel, a Republican, 
represented Nebraska in the Senate from 1997 to 2009. 
Former Indiana congressman Lee Hamilton was vice 
chairman of the 9/11 Commission. Thomas Pickering was 
undersecretary of state for political affairs from 1997 to 2000 
and previously served as U.S. ambassador to Russia, Israel, 
Jordan and the United Nations. Retired Gen. Anthony Zinni 
was head of U.S. Central Command from 1997 to 2000. 
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30. On Patrol With Bravo Company In Afghanistan 
A 4-foot cobra slithered across the patrol's path. The Marines shrugged—a snake couldn't blow off their 
legs. 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 01 OCT 12) ... Bing West 

Last Thursday the Pentagon announced that joint patrols 
between U.S. and Afghan troops had resumed after a 10-day 
hiatus. During that time, our commanders are said to have 
completed security reviews and beefed up measures to prevent 
more deadly "green-on-blue" attacks by Afghan forces on U.S. 
personnel. Yet over the weekend another green-on-blue 
incident killed another American, pushing the U.S. military 
death toll in the 11-year war to 2,000. 

These joint patrols are crucial if we are to leave behind a 
secure Afghanistan in 2014, as the president intends. But we 
must make certain that their resumption isn't merely a face-
saving measure for a policy decided in Washington that fails 
to address the reality on the ground in Afghanistan. Joint 
patrols cannot substitute for Afghan troops who must believe 
in their own cause. Nothing is gained by "jointness" if the 
Afghan forces are getting ready to cut local deals and pull 
back as we leave. 

A few weeks ago, I visited Sangin District in Helmand 
province, the most violent district in Afghanistan, and got a 
taste of the challenges facing those who actually carry out 
these joint patrols. 

The first patrol I accompanied was typical of thousands. 
In 95-degree heat, 10 Marines of Bravo Company, 1st 
Battalion, 7th Marine Regiment slogged through the stifling 
cornfields, careful to stay in the footsteps of the point man 
sweeping for IEDs with his mine detector. At one point, a 4-

foot cobra slithered across the patrol's path. The Marines 
shrugged—a snake couldn't blow off their legs. 

The patrol emerged from the cornfield in front of a small 
madrassa, or Islamist school. A black-turbaned mullah quickly 
herded the schoolboys inside the courtyard, while outside a 
dozen farmers glared at the Marines. In five years, the 
coalition hadn't made a favorable impression in the hamlet. 

The patrol continued on to a tiny outpost named PBR, or 
Pabst Blue Ribbon, on the edge of a Taliban-controlled 
hamlet. A roving gang of about 40 Taliban had engaged the 
Marines in a firefight a few days earlier, and the Marines were 
searching for their hideout. 

"We're at war out here," Lt. Col. David Bradney, the 1-7 
Battalion commander said. "That means patrolling 
aggressively from the first to the last day of our deployment. 
The Taliban will cut us no slack, and we return the sentiment." 

The soldiers in the Afghan army in the district didn't take 
part in the search. They were staying inside their bases until 
the corn stalks had withered and the Taliban couldn't spring 
close-in ambushes. There were 46 such Afghan bases across 
the district; to the Marines, these static defenses guaranteed 
isolation and defeat. 

"When we leave, they'll pull back," Sgt. Eric Johnson, 
who was stationed at PBR, said. "They won't stay out here 
alone." 
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Combat in Sangin has claimed the lives of more than 100 
British and American troops since 2005. Battalion 1-7 
controlled the district with half the number of Marines it had 
taken to seize it. Like similar progress across Helmand 
province, the achievement was due to an American offensive 
mind-set. 

The Marines returned the next day, picked up four locals 
armed with AKs, and probed deeper into the Taliban-
controlled area. When they reached a section of a narrow path 
that had been swept clean of footprints, they called up their 
explosives experts. In six months, Bravo Company had 
uncovered 60 IEDs in their 30-kilometer zone. 

Scratching the dirt with his fingers, Staff Sgt. Edward 
Marini uncovered first one and then another wooden pressure 
plate attached to yellow plastic jugs filled with ammonium 
nitrate, a fertilizer produced in Pakistan. He blew both up in an 
explosion more powerful than an artillery shell. 

"Those IEDs would cut a Marine in half," he said. 
The leader of the local police then insisted that a nearby 

compound be blown up because enemy snipers used it. The 
Bravo Company platoon commander, Lt. Kurt Hoenig, 
explained that only the Afghan district chief could make that 
decision. In that case, the local leader retorted, his men would 
not patrol anymore. 

There was a perverse logic to his threat. Over the past 
decade, an attitude of entitlement has taken hold among 
Afghans, many of whom believe the Americans need them 
more than they need the Americans. This explains how an 

obscure hamlet leader could demand that the Marines do his 
bidding. 

Lt. Hoenig handled the situation perfectly. He agreed that 
the local police didn't have to patrol with the Marines. They 
could stay behind in Taliban territory, without Marine 
protection, instead. The police rejoined the patrol. 

"The Afghans knew where the IEDs were," Lt. Hoenig 
said. "If we weren't here, they'd dig them up and dump them in 
a canal. Sometimes I think we're shoveling in a snowstorm. 
You see progress for a minute, then the hole is filled with 
snow again." 

Day after day, thousands of American patrols leave the 
wire. The average grunt in Bravo Company strapped on 95 
pounds of armor and ammo and made 100 patrols over a 
seven-month deployment. Last year in this sector of Sangin, 
Marines cinched tourniquets around their legs before going on 
patrol. Expecting to step on a pressure plate, they were ready 
to tie off their own bloody stumps. A year later, most carry 
tourniquets in their pockets and say they have it easier than 
those who preceded them. 

That's true. Throughout Helmand, the progress has been 
remarkable. Roads are open, markets are bustling, schools are 
full. The reason has been the gritty persistence of our Marines, 
deployment after deployment. One hundred patrols per man—
one million footsteps, with tourniquets at the ready. The 
infantryman has done his job. It's time for the Afghans to 
shovel the snow from their own doorsteps. 

Mr. West is a former assistant secretary of defense and 
Marine. 
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31. China Builds Nuclear Arsenal While Rest Of The World Disarms 
Weakened America will provoke aggression 
(WASHINGTON TIMES 01 OCT 12) ... John J. Tkacik Jr. 

While the United States negotiates with Russia on 
dismantling America's nuclear arsenal, China has become the 
world's busiest builder of nuclear weapons. If America's allies, 
especially in Asia, lose confidence in the U.S. nuclear 
deterrent, the Obama administration's vaunted "pivot to the 
Pacific" will become irrelevant. 

National security columnist Bill Gertz has just finished a 
series of reports about what the Pentagon will not tell the 
American people: China has just completed a series of 
intercontinental missile tests that mark the start of a new era 
for China's nuclear forces, one in which they deploy missiles 
with multiple warheads and penetration aids (MIRVs). Two 
apparently successful tests of the JL-2 submarine-launched 
ballistic missile signal that the two new operational Type-94 
(Jin class) nuclear missile submarines (of a fleet of five) may 
soon start strategic patrols. On land, China's new DF-41 
mobile ICBMs are soon expected to demonstrate MIRV 
capabilities and are estimated by some to be able to carry up to 
10 warheads. 

For about two decades, American intelligence has been 
watching China's development of MIRV warheads and has 
been commenting publicly on it since the 2002 issue of the 
Pentagon's annual report to Congress on China's military 
power. An expected near-term deployment of MIRVs would 
add to already existing anxiety caused by the disparities 
between published U.S. estimates of China's arsenal -- 
"several hundred" nuclear weapons, according to the U.S. 

Strategic Forces commander, Gen. C. Robert Kelher, and 
1,600 to 1,800, according to retired former Russian strategic 
forces commander, Gen. Alexander Yesin. 

Adding further suspicion to the Pentagon's official public 
estimates of China's arsenal was a late 2011 report by the 
Georgetown University Center for Arms Control, which 
documented China's history of strategic use of underground 
tunnels and estimated that China has up to 3,000 miles of 
tunnels that can be used to store and move missiles and other 
weapons undetected. The sheer vastness of China's strategic 
tunnel networks suggests they hide more than just a few 
hundred launchers. 

But there is something else that the Obama administration 
hasn't been telling taxpayers -- or Congress -- about the 
nuclear balance. WikiLeaked documents reflect growing U.S. 
and European anxieties about China's nuclear weapons. 
During secret NATO meetings in February 2008, an American 
undersecretary of state noted with alarm that the American 
nuclear stockpile had been cut by three-quarters since 1968. 
"Meanwhile, China is building up its nuclear arsenal" and 
opposing the fissile materials cutoff treaty. 

At another secret session in November 2008 (also 
courtesy of WikiLeaks), which took place in Paris, the British 
Foreign Office's Director General for Defense and Intelligence 
Mariot Leslie wondered if "China could be somewhat 
vulnerable to public pressure if we expose the fact that China 
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is building more weapons while others are reducing their 
levels." 

Ms. Leslie observed that "the Chinese goal seems to be to 
'catch up' with the U.S. in weapons capabilities to avoid 
American strategic dominance in Asia, seeing the 'Pax 
Americana' as a blip in world history." 

In June of 2008 (again WikiLeaks), American diplomats 
pleaded with Chinese counterparts in Beijing to understand 
that "the United States has not built any nuclear weapons since 
the early 1990s and therefore has the oldest arsenal in the 
world," and "underscored that the United States is the only P5 
[one of the five permanent members of the United Nations 
Security Council] country without the capability to produce a 
nuclear weapon." 

This is common knowledge among strategists in 
Washington, who only recently have awakened to the 
realization that the United States is rapidly and involuntarily 
disarming. The Washington Post recently devoted four full 
pages to this story. 

Three years ago, Washington Post reporter Walter Pincus 
revealed that the United States had ceased to produce 
"fogbank," likely the code name for an aerogel-suspended 
neutron booster, which is a critical component in miniaturizing 

Trident II submarine-launched ballistic missile warheads. 
After decades of neglect, the United States is losing the 
facilities infrastructure, raw materials and -- most important -- 
the trained nuclear weapons workforce necessary to sustain a 
nuclear arsenal. Without "fogbank," it is likely that the half-
life of America's remaining and dwindling stock of nuclear 
weapons is about 12 years. As the fog lifts, the world can look 
forward to a Pax Sinica, a Chinese nuclear pre-eminence in 
East Asia and the Pacific that will supplant a Pax Americana. 
It makes one wonder if the Obama administration has thought 
through its nuclear disarmament ideology. 

As Rep. Michael R. Turner, chairman of the House 
Armed Services subcommittee on strategic forces, counsels, 
"China's unprecedented military buildup requires that we, as 
prudent national security thinkers, must plan for the worst, 
hope for the best and determine how to make clear to China 
where our interests lie. China need not be a threat, but if our 
history proves one thing, it is that American timidity 
encourages aggression." 

John J. Tkacik Jr. is senior fellow and director of the 
Future Asia Project at the International Assessment and 
Strategy Center in Alexandria. 
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32. Big U.S. Fleet Nears Disputed Islands, But What For? 
(TIME 30 SEP 12) ... Kirk Spitzer 

TOKYO – It’s probably just a coincidence; no need to 
worry yet. But the U.S. has quietly assembled a powerful air, 
land and sea armada not far from where Japan and China are 
squaring off over disputed islands in the East China Sea. 

Two Navy aircraft carrier battle groups and a Marine 
Corps air-ground task force have begun operating in the 
Western Pacific, within easy reach of the Senkaku Islands. 
That’s where Japanese and Chinese patrol boats are engaged 
in an increasingly tense standoff. 

Chinese vessels have repeatedly entered territorial waters 
around the small islands in recent weeks and Coast Guard 
vessels from Japan and Taiwan fired water cannons at each 
other last week. The islands are controlled and administered 
by Japan, but claimed by both China and Taiwan. 

No warships have been directly involved in the 
confrontations, so far. But China has vowed to continue 
sending patrol vessels into territorial waters and Japan has 
assembled scores of Coast Guard vessels to “defend” the 
islands. 

The U.S. hasn’t taken sides in the ownership dispute, and 
Secretary of State Hillary Clinton has called for “cooler 
heads” to prevail. Nonetheless, U.S. officials have stated 
clearly that the Senkakus fall under the U.S.-Japan security 
treaty, which would require the U.S. to come to Japan’s aid in 
case of attack. 

Navy officials confirmed Sunday that the USS George 
Washington carrier strike group has begun operating in the 
East China Sea, near the disputed islands. The USS John C. 
Stennis group is only slightly further away in the South China 
Sea. Each carrier is armed with more than 80 warplanes, and 
strike groups typically include guided-missile cruisers and 
destroyers, submarines and supply ships. 

In the nearby Philippine Sea, some 2,200 Marines are 
embarked aboard the USS Bonhomme Richard and two 

escorts. The Marines are equipped with amphibious assault 
vehicles, light armored vehicles, artillery, helicopters and 
Harrier fighter jets. 

Carrier groups and Marine task forces often operate alone, 
so the convergence of the three groups in a relatively small 
part of the Pacific represents an unusual concentration of 
firepower. All three are fresh from training exercises in and 
around Guam. Those exercises included live-fire with missiles 
and joint beach landings by U.S. Marines and Japanese ground 
troops. 

A spokesman for the U.S. Pacific Command says the 
training missions and carrier deployments are not necessarily 
related to the Senkaku tensions. The islands are called Diaoyu 
in China, and Tiaoyutai in Taiwan. 

“These operations are not tied to any specific event,” said 
Capt. Darryn James, a spokesman for the U.S. Pacific 
Command in Honolulu. “As part of the U.S. commitment to 
regional security, two of the Navy’s 11 global force carrier 
strike groups are operating in the Western Pacific to help 
safeguard stability and peace.” 

In truth, the carrier and Marine deployments may have as 
much to do with the “re-balancing” of U.S. forces in the Asia-
Pacific region, and with an unrelated crisis in the Middle East, 
as with the squabble in the East China Sea. 

The George Washington battle group and the Marine task 
force, both based in Japan, were scheduled to conduct separate 
but overlapping exercises in the Guam region well before the 
Senkaku dispute heated up. Guam and nearby Tinian Island 
have been tabbed as a hub for the “re-balancing” of U.S. 
forces in the region — a hedge against China’s growing 
military power and ambitions in the region. 

The Stennis is being sent from its homeport in 
Washington state to the Persian Gulf, four months ahead of 
schedule in response to the escalating crisis over Iran’s nuclear 
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program. The Guam exercises allowed the Stennis to grab a 
few days of extra training with the George Washington group 
en route. The Senkakus are situated close to the major sea 
routes from Pacific to Mideast; it is unclear if the Stennis 
group is simply passing, by or will remain awhile. 

The Marines, meanwhile, were expected to move from 
Guam to the Philippines for previously scheduled training 
with the Philippines military. 

Navy spokesman James said he could not comment on 
future ship movements. 

Although significant oil and gas deposits may exist within 
the islands’ territorial waters or exclusive economic zone, the 
Senkaku dispute has centered largely on old grievances and 

resurgent nationalism. U.S. officials have privately expressed 
frustration with the lack of diplomatic progress in resolving 
the dispute. China placed two-page ads in major U.S. 
newspapers this weekend, accusing Japan of “stealing” the 
islands and citing claims that date back hundreds of years. 

The Senkakus are located about 100 miles (160 km) 
northeast of Taiwan and about 200 miles (320 km) east of the 
Chinese mainland. 

While the big U.S. fleet might have been intended as a 
warning to China not to escalate the islands dispute, it may 
have been intended to focus Japan’s attention, as well. 

Or, it could have been a coincidence. 
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33. Sequestration Sends Wrong Message To U.S. Friends And Foes Alike 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 30 SEP 12) ... U.S. Rep. Duncan Hunter 

To most Americans, the term “sequestration” does not 
mean a whole lot, at least right now, but it should, given the 
uncertain future facing U.S. national security. 

Over the next 10 years, because of sequestration, the 
Pentagon will be forced to absorb $500 billion in budget cuts 
that will strike at the heart of America’s military. Making this 
even more dangerous is the fact that the legislation triggering 
sequestration, the Budget Control Act, also imposed an 
additional $450 billion in defense budget cuts for a total of 
nearly $1 trillion of reductions over the next decade. 

The next 10 years are sure to be no different from the last. 
In the Middle East, Iran is desperately searching to fill a 
regional power vacuum and enhance its weapons program, 
while threatening to close the Strait of Hormuz and targeting 
Israel with unapologetic provocation. Meanwhile, the United 
States still has an obligation to Iraq. There is a necessity for 
diplomatic support and engagement, even though the ground 
combat mission is over. 

Africa is also experiencing power struggles of its own. 
The situations in Libya and Egypt are evolving, while Yemen 
and Somalia are acting as staging grounds for al-Qaeda. There 
is also the threat of Somali pirates in international waters. 
Multiple high-profile hostage situations and combat rescues 
show just how serious of a threat that rogue bands of pirates 
are to naval and commercial shipping lanes. 

There is also the threat of North Korea with its aggressive 
pursuit of advanced aerial weaponry, Russia with its focus on 
arms modernization, and China with its large-scale and rapid 
military buildup. China’s display of hostility toward Taiwan 
— a friend and ally of the United States — also shows no sign 
of diminishing. 

With all of this, more than 70,000 American troops are in 
Afghanistan, facing down a dangerous enemy. For the United 
States and other nations, interest in Afghanistan and the region 
will continue long after the last of the coalition ground forces 
leave and the next phase of the mission begins. 

Ignoring America’s obligation as a world leader and the 
patchwork of threats that exist today won’t eliminate the risk 
posed by an Iran that one day acquires nuclear weapons or a 
North Korea that eventually acquires effective strike 
capability. More likely, these and other threats will develop 
more quickly and efficiently, putting the global interests of the 
U.S. directly in the cross hairs. 

Through a robust national defense, the United States has 
always sent a clear message around the world that American 
intentions are good and we stand by our allies. The strength of 
the U.S. military has dissuaded conflict and suggested to 
adversaries that challenging freedom is a losing proposition. It 
was this deterrent, in fact, that won the Cold War and turned 
the U.S. military into the world’s most effective fighting force. 

Sequestration would change all of this, for the worse. In 
the words of Defense Secretary Leon Panetta, sequestration is 
a “nutty formula, and it’s goofy to begin with, and it’s not 
something, frankly, that anybody responsible ought to put into 
effect.” He also said sequestration is the equivalent of 
“shooting ourselves in the head.” Tough words, but Secretary 
Panetta is right. 

Sequestration would produce the smallest ground force 
since 1940, the smallest Navy since 1915 and the smallest 
tactical fighter force in Air Force history. Ironically, the 
president’s defense policy shift to the Pacific increases 
reliance on the Navy, but with the smallest fleet in nearly a 
century, controlling the oceans and projecting force will 
become an even more difficult and selective process, requiring 
prioritization that would create vulnerabilities elsewhere. 
Resetting America’s armed forces after a decade-plus of 
combat action is another necessity that cannot be overlooked. 

There is also a guarantee of pink slips throughout the 
uniformed services and every industry that directly supports 
the U.S. military. In San Diego, the military sustains hundreds 
of thousands of jobs, and billions of dollars in economic 
productivity. San Diego — even for all of its strategic value 
— is not immune to job loss and other economic impacts 
accompanying deep budget cuts. 

Sequestration is a term Americans should get to know and 
understand, because it will have real and lasting consequences 
if left unchecked. The upside is that the risks and dangers can 
be avoided as long as Congress and the president act in the 
coming months. 

The clock is ticking to stave off sequestration — a move 
that would signal to our friends and enemies alike that we 
uphold our promises and stand ready to defend our interests 
against any threat. 

U.S. Rep. Duncan Hunter, R-Alpine, wrote this 
commentary for U-T San Diego. 
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This Week in the War of 1812: 
On April 2, 1814, British Admiral Alexander Cochrane issued a proclamation that any American could join 
the British forces or relocate to the British North America or the Caribbean and live freely. His offer was 
taken by 300 former slaves, who became British marines and served in the Chesapeake region. Americans 
accused Cochrane of fomenting a slave rebellion while British critics claimed that many slaves were 
subsequently sold in the West Indies. For more information on the War of 1812, visit 
hhttttpp::////wwwwww..oouurrffllaaggwwaassssttiilllltthheerree..oorrgg// 
 
TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. We Have A Problem… 
(CHIEF OF NAVAL OPERATIONS BLOG 01 APR 12) ... Adm. Jonathan W. Greenert 

The Secretary of the Navy recently announced our “21st Century Sailor and Marine” initiative, which pulls together a set of 
objectives, policies and programs, new and existing, to maximize personal and family readiness. 

 
2. Standdown To Stop Sex Assault 
Navy: Move will allow more education, stress importance of prevention 
(NAVY TIMES 09 APR 12) ... Mark D. Faram 

Navy leaders are calling for educational standdowns in April to communicate the service's policy of zero tolerance for sexual 
assault while encouraging Sailors to work harder to prevent attacks. 

 
3. Panetta: Marines, Sailors To Play Critical Role 
Defense secretary tells SD troops that amphibious assault ships are key to future 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 30 MAR 12) ... Gretel C. Kovach 

ABOARD THE PELELIU — Defense Secretary Leon Panetta rode a hovercraft through light swells off Camp Pendleton Friday 
to the amphibious assault ship Peleliu, where he told Marines and Sailors that their nimble joint force and multifunctional class of ship 
will be vital in coming years to national defense. 

 
4. SECNAV To Preach Partnership In Pacific 
Mabus' tour covers key countries, commanders in critical region 
(NAVY TIMES 09 APR 12) ... Joshua Stewart 

Navy Secretary Ray Mabus is touring the Pacific to meet with government and military leaders as his department plans to shift 
more ships, Sailors and Marines to the region. 

 
5. U.S. Seeks To Allay Disquiet Over Coccos 
(BRISBANE TIMES (AUSTRALIA) 02 APR 12) ... Daniel Flitton 

The United States has sought to allay disquiet over its military aims in the region amid reports the Australian territory of Cocos 
Island will be turned into an American staging post — but again warned China to be more transparent about its military ambitions. 

 
6. Navy Recruiting, ROTC Students Honored At NSBE Golden Torch Awards 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 02 APR 12) ... MCC Jeremy J. Siegrist, NRD Pittsburgh Public Affairs 

PITTSBURGH – Five Navy-bound college students took home more than $591, 000 worth of scholarships during the National 
Society of Black Engineers (NSBE) 15th Annual Golden Torch Awards ceremony March 31. 
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CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
7. USS Pearl Harbor Participates In DIMDEX 2012 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 30 MAR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Jason J. Behnke, USS New Orleans Public Affairs 

DOHA, Qatar -- Amphibious dock landing ship USS Pearl Harbor (LSD 52) and embarked Marines assigned to the 11th Marine 
Expeditionary Unit (MEU) participated in the Doha International Maritime Defense Exhibition and Conference (DIMDEX), March 
26-28. 

 
8. Hawaii Welcomes San Diego Ships For Koa Kai 12-2 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 30 MAR 12) ... Commander Naval Surface Group Middle Pacific Public Affairs 

PEARL HARBOR, Hawaii -- The San Diego-based ships USS Benfold (DDG 65) and USS Vandergrift (FFG 48) joined five 
Hawaii-based ships in exercise Koa Kai 12-2 beginning March 30, to participate in the semiannual exercise in and around Hawaiian 
waters. 

 
9. USS James E. Williams Departs Port Of Rome 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 31 MAR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Daniel J. Meshel, Enterprise Carrier Strike Group 
Public Affairs 

USS JAMES E. WILLIAMS, At Sea -- The Arleigh Burke-class guided-missile destroyer USS James E. Williams (DDG 95) 
departed Civitavecchia, Italy, March 30, after concluding a regularly-scheduled port visit. 

 
10. USS Porter Departs Palma 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 31 MAR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Alex R. Forster, Enterprise Carrier Strike Group 
Public Affairs 

PALMA DE MALLORCA, Spain -- The Arleigh Burke-class guided-missile destroyer USS Porter (DDG 78) departed Palma de 
Mallorca, Spain, March 30, concluding the first port visit of the ship's current deployment. 

 

GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
11. Clinton Meets With Gulf Nations Over Missile Defense 
(WASHINGTON POST 31 MAR 12) ... Karen DeYoung 

RIYADH, Saudi Arabia —The Obama administration is moving to strengthen its ties with Persian Gulf nations whose geography 
and oil resources have already made them key players in U.S. defense and energy security. 

 
12. Meeting Set With Iranian Negotiators 
Istanbul chosen as site for April 13-14 nuclear program talks 
(WASHINGTON POST 01 APR 12) ... Karen DeYoung 

ISTANBUL — The United States and its international partners will meet with Iranian negotiators April 13-14 for a new round of 
talks over Iran's nuclear program, Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton said Saturday. 

 
13. Yemen Sees Rise In U.S. Strikes 
Washington steps up a drone campaign but insists it will not be pulled into a civil war. 
(LOS ANGELES TIMES 02 APR 12) ... Ken Dilanian and David S. Cloud 

WASHINGTON -- A surveillance aircraft operated by the U.S. Joint Special Operations Command flew over southeastern 
Yemen on the evening of March 9, tracking a mid-level Al Qaeda commander as he drove to his mountain hideout. 

 
14. Joint Chiefs Chairman Sees Security Ties With Latin America As Key To War On Terror 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 30 MAR 12) ... Robert Burns 

MANAUS, Brazil — The rationale for building closer U.S. security ties in Latin America rests in part on a worry that the 
smuggling networks used today to move illegal drugs into the U.S. could be tomorrow's path for a terrorist's bomb, the U.S. military's 
top general says. 

 
15. Japan Readies In Case Rocket From North Korea Poses Risk 
(NEW YORK TIMES 31 MAR 12) ... Martin Fackler and Choe Sang-Hun 

TOKYO — Japan is deploying guided-missile destroyers and antiaircraft batteries with orders to shoot down a North Korean 
rocket if it falls toward Japanese territory, Japan's defense minister said Friday. 
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16. Japan Begins Building Technology Demonstrator Fighter 
(DEFENSE NEWS 30 MAR 12) ... Paul Kallender-Umezu 

TOKYO — Mitsubishi Heavy Industries (MHI) announced it has begun assembly of a full-scale, structural-testing model of the 
prototype Advanced Technology Demonstrator ATD-X fighter, also called Shinshin, ahead of the prototype’s first flight scheduled in 
2014. 

 
17. No War Exercises With Vietnam In Spratlys – PH Navy 
(ABS-CBN NEWS (PHILIPPINES) 01 APR 12) 

MANILA, Philippines - The Philippines will not hold war exercises with Vietnam in the disputed Spratly Islands, Navy chief 
Vice Admiral Alexander Pama said. 

 
18. Israel, Greece Conduct Joint Naval Drill Amid Ongoing Tension With Turkey 
U.S. Sixth Fleet also participating in the exercise, which includes simulation of attack on offshore natural 
gas platforms. 
(HA’ARETZ 01 APR 12) ... Barak Ravid 

Israel, the United States and Greece are in the midst of a naval exercise in the Mediterranean Sea, in what Greek media outlets are 
saying is a message to Turkey following frayed ties with both Israel and Greece. 

 
19. Royal Navy Armada To Blast Somali Pirates In Their Lairs 
A force of British and French ships is to scour the coast and strike at the gangs before they leave port, says 
Tim Ripley 
(LONDON TIMES 01 APR 12) 

BRITAIN is preparing to lead an Anglo-French armada to launch attacks on pirate hideouts inside Somalia. 
 

20. U.S., Canada Discuss Arctic Cooperation 
(NAVY TIMES 09 APR 12) ... Jacqueline Klimas 

Coast Guard leaders from the U.S. and Canada talked about how security in the Arctic could be improved by working together 
during a discussion March 28 at the Center for Strategic and International Studies in Washington. 

 

PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
21. #SAAM: Bystander Intervention Training Held At Pensacola Training Center 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 30 MAR 12) ... Steve Vanderwerff, Naval Education and Training Command Public Affairs 

PENSACOLA, Fla. -- A Master-Train-the-Trainer Team (MTTT) from the Center for Personal and Professional Development 
(CPPD) held Bystander Intervention (BI) training at Naval Air Technical Training Center (NATTC) March 26-27. 

 
22. Navy Announces Revised FY13 Enlisted Boards Schedule 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 30 MAR 12) ... Navy Personnel Command Public Affairs 

MILLINGTON, Tenn. -- Navy announced a revised Fiscal Year 2013 (FY13) enlisted selection board schedule in NAVADMIN 
108/12, released March 30. 

 
23. Pacific Fleet Selects Sailors Of The Year 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 31 MAR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Amanda Dunford, Pacific Fleet Public Affairs 

PEARL HARBOR -- U.S. Pacific Fleet announced the selection of Steelworker 1st Class Louis Salazar as the 2011 Sea Sailor of 
the Year (SOY) and Navy Diver 1st Class Andrew Strause as the 2011 Shore SOY during a luncheon at the Hale Koa Hotel in 
Honolulu, March 30. 

 
24. Ensign Starts Fitness Program At Sea 
(ELMWOOD PARK (IL) LEAVES 30 MAR 12) 

Navy Ensign Christopher M. Feldmann, whose wife, Jahani, is the daughter of Lisa and Mike Tuchel of River Grove, is currently 
deployed. Feldmann, along with fellow Sailors and Marines assigned to the amphibious transport dock USS New Orleans, started a 
“Crews into Shape” fitness program. 

 
25. Naval Air Facility Washington Promotes Culture Of Fitness 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 30 MAR 12) ... Commander, Navy Reserve Force Public Affairs 

WASHINGTON -- To commemorate the National Cherry Blossom Festival's Centennial, more than 50 Reserve Sailors from 
Naval Air Facility Washington and the Office of the Chief of Navy Reserve staff participated in a four-mile run, March 29. 
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26. Official: Take Time To Honor Military Kids’ Service 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 30 MAR 12) ... Elaine Sanchez 

WASHINGTON – Children of U.S. service members around the world will be honored throughout April for their contributions to 
their families’ well-being and sacrifices on behalf of the nation, a Defense Department official said. 

 
27. NHB Holds 119th Birthday Celebration For Navy Chief Petty Officers 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 30 MAR 12) ... Douglas H. Stutz, Naval Hospital Bremerton Public Affairs 

BREMERTON, Wash. -- Naval Hospital Bremerton celebrated the 119th birthday of Navy chief petty officers March 30 by 
remembering those currently deployed and honoring those who have given the ultimate sacrifice in defense of the nation. 

 
28. Submarine’s Top Sailor Axed Amid Hazing Probe 
(NAVY TIMES 31 MAR 12) ... Sam Fellman 

The top enlisted sailor on a Kings Bay, Ga.-based guided missile submarine was fired Friday for “dereliction of duty” amid an 
investigation into hazing claims onboard the submarine, Submarine Group 10 said. 

 
29. Chaplain Removed From Duties Amid Misconduct Investigation 
Move leaves Calif. training base short on priests during Lent 
(NAVY TIMES 09 APR 12) ... Gidget Fuentes 

OCEANSIDE, Calif. — A Navy chaplain and Catholic priest assigned at the Marine, Corps' desert training base in California is 
under investigation for alleged misconduct, leaving local Catholics short of a priest during the busy Lenten holy season, Navy Times 
has learned. 

 
30. Navy Chief Gets Six-Year Prison Term For Sex Assault Of Child 
(STARS AND STRIPES 31 MAR 12) ... Erik Slavin 

YOKOSUKA NAVAL BASE, Japan — A Navy chief petty officer charged with performing sex acts on his girlfriend’s 8-year-
old daughter was found guilty of aggravated sexual assault and sentenced to six years in prison at a Yokosuka court-martial Saturday. 

 

FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
31. Shrinkage: Navy Won’t Build As Many Ships As It Planned 
(WIRED 29 MAR 12) ... Spencer Ackerman 

President Obama wants the U.S. Navy to patrol the vast Pacific Ocean and build itself up in the Middle East. Which is a nice 
dream. But the Navy is conceding it won’t build many ships to make it a reality — especially over the next five years. The Navy’s 
acknowledged as much — tensely, defensively, and always with a retort — for months. But now it’s officially revised its long-term 
shipbuilding plan downward and provided details about what’s effectively a five-year shipyard freeze. 

 
32. U.S. Navy To Grapple With Dip In Deployed Subs For More Than A Decade 
(GLOBAL SECURITY NEWSWIRE 30 MAR 12) ... Elaine M. Grossman 

WASHINGTON -- The U.S. Navy will field fewer than its objective 12 nuclear-armed submarines for more than a decade, due to 
a recently announced two-year delay in building its first Ohio-class replacement vessel. 

 
33. Shrinking Fleet 
The Navy will withdraw from service three ships at Pearl Harbor in the next two years 
(HONOLULU STAR-ADVERTISER 30 MAR 12) ... William Cole 

The Navy plans to decommission three Pearl Harbor ships in fiscal 2013 — a move that would drop the surface fleet to eight, 
affect ship repair jobs and take millions from Hawaii’s economy. 

 
34. Pentagon Confident In F-35 Buy Schedule 
(DEFENSE NEWS 31 MAR 12) ... Marcus Weisgerber 

The U.S. Defense Department believes the military services will be able to purchase large quantities of the F-35 Joint Strike 
Fighter late in the decade, despite competing modernization priorities and a relatively flat Pentagon budget. 

 
35. No Surprises Among New Cost-Breach Programs 
(DEFENSE NEWS 30 MAR 12) ... Christopher P. Cavas 

Only three new Pentagon programs breached the critical Nunn-McCurdy cost growth threshold this year, the Defense Department 
says, and all new breaches were due to the programs being severely cut back or canceled. 
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36. Missile Defense Budget Falls $810M For 2013 
(NAVY TIMES 31 MAR 12) ... Christopher P. Cavas 

The $7.75 billion fiscal 2013 budget request for the Missile Defense Agency maintains procurement levels for most missile and 
development systems but features several reductions, including seven fewer Aegis ballistic-missile defense warship conversions and 
the inactivation of the Sea-Based X-Band floating radar based in Alaska. 

 
37. Carrier Air Wing 14 Deactivation Cancelled 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 30 MAR 12) ... Defense Media Activity - Navy 

WASHINGTON -- The Navy directed U.S. Pacific Fleet and Naval Air Forces to stop, and reverse the deactivation process for 
carrier air wing (CVW) 14 in a memo dated March 20. 

 

BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
38. Perry Group, U.S. Navy To Commemorate War Of 1812 
(SANDUSKY (OH) REGISTER 30 MAR 12) 

PUT-IN-BAY -- The Perry Group and Perry's Victory and International Peace Memorial superintendent, Blanca Stransky, 
delivered a commemorative flag this week to the U.S. Secretary of Navy in recognition of the 200 year anniversary of the War of 
1812. 

 
39. Albany Money Will Aid Effort To Remember The War Of 1812 
(NEW YORK TIMES 30 MAR 12) ... Thomas Kaplan 

The War of 1812 is finally getting some respect. 
 

40. Congress' Message To DOD: No BRAC For Now, But Cut More In Europe 
(STARS AND STRIPES 31 MAR 12) ... John Vandiver 

STUTTGART, Germany — Overcoming stiff opposition on Capitol Hill to any new round of U.S. base closures and realignments 
could hinge on how ambitious Pentagon plans are for closing more military facilities in Europe. 

 
41. USA: Navy’s 50-50 Executive Outreach Visit To Jackson Starts 
(NAVAL TODAY 30 MAR 12) 

Rear Adm. (sel.) Michael Jabaley addressed the Mississippi Senate and House of Representatives at the state’s capitol on the 
Navy’s mission and the goal of naval science, technology, engineering and mathematics initiatives. 

 
42. Visiting DFW, Navy Aviator Promotes Unmanned Systems 
(FORT WORTH STAR-TELEGRAM 31 MAR 12) ... Chris Vaughn 

FORT WORTH -- As budget pressures continue to shrink the number of Navy Reserve aircraft squadrons, the service's top 
reserve aviator said he is making a case to senior leaders for part-time Sailors and pilots to assume a greater role in operating and 
maintaining unmanned systems. 

 
43. How To Move A Jet? At This Event, Just Pull It. 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 31 MAR 12) ... Sarah Hutchins 

VIRGINIA BEACH -- For a few seconds, the jet wouldn't budge. 
 

44. Lawmaker Wants To Open Commissaries, Exchanges To Disabled Vets 
(NAVY TIMES 09 APR 12) ... Rick Maze 

The impact of troop reductions on commissaries and exchanges might be lessened if the stores were opened to disabled veterans, 
Sen. Lindsey Graham, R-S.C., has proposed. 

 
45. Senators Welcome Navy Commitment For Third Modernization Project At Portsmouth Naval 
Shipyard 
(FOSTER (NH) DAILY DEMOCRAT 31 MAR 12) 

WASHINGTON, D.C. — U.S. Sens. Olympia J. Snowe, R-Maine, Susan Collins, R-Maine, Jeanne Shaheen, D-N.H., and Kelly 
Ayotte, R-N.H. Friday welcomed the U.S. Navy's notification to the Senate Appropriations Committee that it plans to carry out a 
$15.8 million project for energy conservation and repairs to the Removable Submarine Covers (RSCs) at the Portsmouth Naval 
Shipyard (PNSY) this year. 
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46. New Organ Eyed For Revision Of Accord On U.S. Military In Japan 
(KYODO NEWS 02 APR 12) 

TOKYO -- Japan and the United States are working on establishing a consultative organ concerning proposals to revise a bilateral 
agreement governing the operations of U.S. military forces in Japan in connection with the ongoing review of the realignment plan for 
U.S. forces in Japan, Japanese government sources said Sunday. 

 
47. NRD Dallas Sailors Roll Up Their Sleeves For American Red Cross 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 30 MAR 12) ... Navy Recruiting District Dallas Public Affairs 

IRVING, Texas -- Sailors and civilian employees assigned to Navy Recruiting District (NRD) Dallas rolled up their sleeves for 
the command's American Red Cross Blood Drive, March 30 at the command's headquarters building in Irving. 

 
48. ‘Fly Navy’ Sign Becomes Instant Landmark 
North Island celebrates role as birthplace of naval aviation 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 31 MAR 12) ... Jeanette Steele 

There’s a new landmark on San Diego Bay, one of a military stripe. 
 

NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
49. Panetta: Political Dysfunction Threatens Security 
(WASHINGTON POST 30 MAR 12) ... Walter Pincus 

“Dysfunction in Washington ... threatens our security and raises questions about the capacity of our democracy to respond to 
crisis.” 

 
50. DoD Reviewing Controversial Malaria Drug 
(NAVY TIMES 09 APR 12) ... Patricia Kime 

The Defense Department's top health official has ordered the military services to review their protocols for prescribing the 
controversial anti-malarial drug mefloquine and provide all policies and procedures regarding its use to his office by mid-April, 
Military Times has learned. 

 
51. Somali Pirate Sentenced In Norfolk To Life In Prison 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 30 MAR 12) ... Tim McGlone 

A Somali national who admitted being a pirate was sentenced today to life in prison for taking part in the hijacking of a yacht that 
left four Americans dead. 

 
52. Judge’s Ruling: $315M To Cole Attack Victims 
In a separate ruling, U.S. District Judge Royce Lamberth awarded $2.16 billion to victims of the 1983 attack 
on the Marine Corps barracks in Beirut 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 31 MAR 12) ... Frederic J. Frommer 

WASHINGTON — A federal judge on Friday awarded more than $300 million to victims of the 2000 attack on the destroyer 
Cole, which was bombed while it was docked in a Yemeni harbor. 

 
53. Canadian Gave Intelligence To Russia, U.S. Officials Say 
(NEW YORK TIMES 31 MAR 12) ... Eric Schmitt and Ian Austen 

WASHINGTON — A Canadian naval officer accused of a major security breach had access to secrets circulating in a five-nation 
intelligence alliance and was passing information to Russia, American officials confirmed this week. 

 
54. Air Force Officials Discussed Burial At Sea For Remains From Pentagon Attack 
(NEW YORK TIMES 31 MAR 12) ... Elisabeth Bumiller 

WASHINGTON — American military officials discussed scattering at sea some unidentified remains of victims of the Sept. 11, 
2001, attack on the Pentagon, but the officials were overruled and the remains were burned and dumped in a landfill, according to 
Defense Department documents released on Friday. 

 
55. Week In Review Mar. 24, 2012 – Mar. 30, 2012 
(YOUTUBE 30 MAR 12) ... U.S. Navy 

Welcome to this week's U.S. Navy multimedia production featuring selected images from around the fleet received during the 
week of Mar. 24, 2012 – Mar. 30, 2012. 
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OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
56. The Navy's Case For Green Energy 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 02 APR 12) ... Editorials 

The list of benefits from the U.S. military's green energy initiative begins, simply, with this: It'll save lives. 
 

57. The Navy's Pacific Problem 
Does the U.S. military have the resources for an Asian century? 
(FOREIGN POLICY 30 MAR 12) ... Robert Haddick 

A March 26, Washington Post article discussed a new expansion of the military relationship between the United States and 
Australia. According to the piece, the U.S. Navy is seeking to expand its ability to operate in the Indian Ocean from Western 
Australia, which would require a major expansion to a naval base in Perth. The Pentagon also hopes to establish a long-range air 
reconnaissance base on the Cocos Islands, a remote Australian atoll midway between Perth and Sri Lanka. 

 
58. Managing The Arab Spring 
Traditional U.S. foreign-policy principles still apply 
(WASHINGTON POST 01 APR 12) ... Henry A. Kissinger 

Not the least significant aspect of the Arab Spring is the redefinition of heretofore prevalent principles of foreign policy. As the 
United States is withdrawing from military efforts in Iraq and Afghanistan undertaken on the basis (however disputed) of American 
national security, it is reengaging in several other states in the region (albeit uncertainly) in the name of humanitarian intervention. 
Will democratic reconstruction replace national interest as the lodestar of Middle East policy? Is democratic reconstruction what the 
Arab Spring in fact represents? 

 
59. Military Metamorphosis 
(NEW YORK TIMES 01 APR 12) ... Louisa Jaffe 

MY father, William G. Long Sr., was part of the crew charged with loading the atom bomb into the Enola Gay in World War II. 
His unit was the 509th Composite Group, reporting to Col. Paul W. Tibbets Jr., the pilot. Dad’s military service shaped his life, and 
consequently it shaped mine. 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. We Have A Problem… 
(CHIEF OF NAVAL OPERATIONS BLOG 01 APR 12) ... Adm. Jonathan W. Greenert 

The Secretary of the Navy recently announced our “21st 
Century Sailor and Marine” initiative, which pulls together a 
set of objectives, policies and programs, new and existing, to 
maximize personal and family readiness. 

I’d like to cover one of the five areas in the initiative: 
readiness. More specifically, it’s a safety problem that has 
grown at an alarming rate, and we have not been able to turn 
around – sexual assault. 

Folks, we’ve got to face the facts—sexual assault is an 
attack on a Sailor. On average, these attacks take place every 
day. Yes, every day. These attacks include “blue on blue”— 
Sailor on Sailor—think about that. We’ve had a former 
commanding officer go to jail for ten years because he raped 
one of his Sailors and we have had junior officers and chiefs, 
who have also been charged and convicted of sexual assault. 
We have shipmates committing crimes against shipmates, and 
we all have to do something about it. 

This is my problem and this is your problem. Sexual 
assault is unacceptable and its roots need to stop at all levels; I 
can’t tolerate it and you shouldn’t either. It undermines our 
Navy Core Values and Ethos, and it undercuts safety and 
readiness. We need to address it for what it is – a real danger. 

It is important that we support sexual assault victims and 
hold offenders accountable. But what we really need to do is 
prevent sexual assault before it occurs. Some call this “getting 
to the left of the event.” This means taking a hard look at 
command climate, and I need your help in this regard. We 
need to watch our humor, our language and ensure it’s 
appropriate for the work place. We need to prevent the abuse 
of alcohol, which is a primary contributor to sexual assaults. 
We need to promote responsibility for ourselves and each 
other. Sexual assault is not just happening at “some” 
commands, it is happening at your command. We need to 

commit, as a Navy, to not accept this crime at our commands 
and get rid of the myth that it’s just “part of life.” It is not. 

It’s about changing attitudes. It is about leadership at 
every level getting engaged. It’s about creating a safe 
environment of dignity and respect for our shipmates. It’s 
about declaring and committing that we won’t tolerate this in 
our Navy. And it is especially about “by stander intervention,” 
stepping in when you see one of our shipmates threatening 
another. We stand to gain confidence and trust in a Navy that 
cares about all of its Sailors. 

In short, everyone needs to do something about it! In the 
coming weeks you will hear from your leadership on the 
prevention of sexual assault as we renew our emphasis Navy 
wide on this important issue. Let’s face it together, there is no 
place for sexual assault in our Navy and I know we can 
resolve this with your effort and focus. 

Broadcast Clip - SAAM Week 1: VADM Van Buskirk, 
Chief of Naval Personnel 

(YOUTUBE 30 MAR 12) U.S. Navy 
View Clip (RT: 2:16) 
Broadcast Clip - SAAM Week 2: RDML Herb, 

Director, Personnel Readiness and Community Support 
(YOUTUBE 30 MAR 12) U.S. Navy 
View Clip (RT: 3:06) 
Broadcast Clip - SAAM Week 3: FLTCM Benning, 

CNP Fleet Master Chief 
(YOUTUBE 30 MAR 12) U.S. Navy 
View Clip (RT: 4:30) 
Broadcast Clip - MCPON West, Master Chief Petty 

Officer of the Navy 
(YOUTUBE 30 MAR 12) U.S. Navy 
View Clip (RT: 1:26) 

Return to Index 
 

2. Standdown To Stop Sex Assault 
Navy: Move will allow more education, stress importance of prevention 
(NAVY TIMES 09 APR 12) ... Mark D. Faram 

Navy leaders are calling for educational standdowns in 
April to communicate the service's policy of zero tolerance for 
sexual assault while encouraging Sailors to work harder to 
prevent attacks. 

"We're to stop work, and we're going to get everyone's 
attention and make them more aware," said Vice Adm. Scott 
Van Buskirk, chief of naval personnel. "April is [National] 
Sexual Assault Awareness Month — it's not just something 
that's unique to the Navy — and we saw leveraging that as a 
great way to focus our people so we can raise awareness." 

The Navy, along with the other services, is under 
tremendous pressure from Congress and advocacy groups to 
do a better job of stamping out sexual assault within the ranks 
and prosecuting offenders. 

During the Navy's 2011 Sexual Assault Prevention 
Summit in May, Navy Secretary Ray Mabus said his daily 
operational briefings nearly always contain a report of a sexual 
assault on a Sailor or Marine, and that there were 900 reports 
in fiscal 2010. 

"That's almost three every ... single ... day of the year," 
Mabus said, pausing slightly for emphasis. “Three times a day, 
somebody that wears the uniform of this country, and has 
sworn to defend it and protect it, is being assaulted. Three 
times a day. 

"If somebody was being shot at three times a day, we 
would do something about it," Mabus said. 

The mandate for the service-wide standdown comes 
straight from the top — Mabus and Chief of Naval Operations 
Adm. Jon Greenert — and was announced to the fleet in 
NAVADMIN 106/12, released March 28. This standdown 
applies to everyone in uniform, both active and reserve; Van 
Buskirk said civilian employees also will be asked to 
participate. 

Van Buskirk said the Navy has made great strides over 
the years, but "we're not happy yet with where we are." 

The move to combat sexual assault is a readiness issue, 
Van Buskirk said, and one of the main themes in the 21st 
Century Sailor and Marine initiative rolled out by the services 



 

9 
 

in February. The Navy's own program is called Sexual Assault 
Prevention and Response — SAPR in the fleet — and sexual 
assault awareness is included each year in the general military 
training program. 

"Our people are busy, and they have a lot of training to 
do, including GMT," Van Buskirk said. "What we wanted to 
do is raise this one above the bar and make sure people 
understand how critical an issue this is." 

Standdown Breakdown 
Starting April 2, all units must conduct a total of two 

hours of sexual assault awareness via a standdown. The two 
hours can be done at one time, but Navy leadership's 
preference is to split it into 30-minute blocks, one each week. 
Commands must document compliance by May 15. 

Van Buskirk said each week of the month will have a 
theme, such as educating Sailors on how sexual assault affects 
individuals as well as commands. Other training will stress 
everyone's responsibility in preventing sexual assault and 
reiterate the Navy's zero-tolerance stance. 

"We're using [the Defense Department] theme that sexual 
assault is something that hurts one and affects all,'" he said. 
'This is a fleet issue, a readiness issue, and sexual assault has a 
direct impact on our ability to complete the mission." 

This message is already taught in boot camp and at Navy 
"A" schools, but Van Buskirk said it's necessary now to also 
"baseline" the fleet on sexual assault as a fleetwide readiness 
issue. 

This baseline training is just the beginning of a more 
robust sexual assault program coming later this year, which 
will offer training for leaders on issues related to sexual 
assault, including proper ways to deal with complaints, 
investigations and a command climate that encourages 
offenders, Van Buskirk said. 

After that, the Navy will roll out an E-6 and below 
version of the follow-on training that will deal with deck 
plate-level issues, bystander intervention and the impact 
alcohol has on sexual assault, Van Buskirk said. 
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3. Panetta: Marines, Sailors To Play Critical Role 
Defense secretary tells SD troops that amphibious assault ships are key to future 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 30 MAR 12) ... Gretel C. Kovach 

ABOARD THE PELELIU — Defense Secretary Leon 
Panetta rode a hovercraft through light swells off Camp 
Pendleton Friday to the amphibious assault ship Peleliu, where 
he told Marines and Sailors that their nimble joint force and 
multifunctional class of ship will be vital in coming years to 
national defense. 

Panetta’s visit to the aging Peleliu comes at a time when 
the Pentagon is navigating new threats at home and abroad, he 
said, as fiscal pressures squeeze shipbuilding budgets and 
tensions grow in Asia and the Middle East. 

“After 10 years of war, we’ve reached the turning point,” 
Panetta said, citing the U.S. withdrawal last year from Iraq and 
the drawdown under way in Afghanistan. But “we are facing a 
lot of threats that we have to confront if we want to keep 
America safe and give our children a better life. 

“And it is all happening at a time when this country is 
also facing a security threat, a national security threat, by 
virtue of the huge debt and the large deficits that are being run 
in this country.” 

In addition to the war in Afghanistan, potentially 
crippling cyber attacks, and the Israel-Iran showdown, “rogue 
nations like North Korea continue to try to destabilize the 
world,” he said, and “we’ve got rising powers in Asia.” 

As the United States contends with the growing military 
might of China and a nuclear-armed North Korea, it is 
pivoting its attention to the Pacific. The Navy and Air Force 
are expected to shoulder more of the burden for national 
defense in the post-Iraq and Afghanistan years. But infantry 
Marines will also be a priority as the landing force aboard 
amphibious assault ships like the Peleliu. 

“The Peleliu and what you do is what we need for the 
future. This is about agility, this is about being able to move 
quickly. This is about being flexible. It’s about doing the 
things that you do right here from this ship,” Panetta said, 
addressing about 300 Marines and 1,100 Sailors aboard the 
Peleliu. 

Along with an 11-carrier Navy, “We are going to make 
sure we maintain the fleet of these kinds of ships.” 

The Peleliu LHA-5, the last of the Tarawa class 
amphibious assault ships, is 32 years old. It recently 
underwent $16 million in repairs and upgrades by General 
Dynamics NASSCO, among more than $400 million in work 
by the San Diego shipyard on the Gator Navy fleet in the last 
year. 

The Peleliu was scheduled to be decommissioned in 2014 
but will be kept in operation at least another year, according to 
the 30-year shipbuilding plan presented to Congress this week. 

That move is tied to the delay in its replacement, the 
LHA-8, whose procurement slipped from fiscal 2016 to 2017. 

The Navy has 282 warships and was planning to grow to 
313 in coming decades, but that number has been reduced to 
about 300 because of budget cuts. By comparison, in 1987 at 
the end of the Cold War, the Navy had 568 battle force ships. 

The smaller fleet of warships in the shipbuilding plan is 
alarming some lawmakers. 

“Some observers are concerned that a combination of 
growing Chinese naval capabilities and budget-driven 
reductions in the size of the U.S. Navy could encourage 
Chinese military overconfidence and demoralize U.S. allies 
and partners in the Pacific, and thereby make it harder for the 
United States to defend its interests in the region,” wrote 
Ronald O’Rourke, a naval analyst for the Congressional 
Research Service, in a report this month on Navy Force 
Structure and Shipbuilding Plans. 

During a House subcommittee hearing this week, Rep. 
Susan Davis, D-San Diego, questioned the plan to send seven 
cruisers into early retirement, saying, “There is a lot of 
concern about that.” 

The amphibious fleet was not untouched, but it fared well 
under the new shipbuilding plan because of its utility for both 
Marine and Navy operations, said Loren Thompson, a defense 
analyst with the Lexington Institute. 
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In addition to AV-8B Harrier jump jets, and their intended 
replacement, the F-35B Joint Strike Fighter, amphibious 
assault ships deploy with helicopters and landing craft to 
transport Marines ashore and with the largest medical triage 
and surgical facilities of any Navy ship except the hospital 
ships. 

“The larger amphibious ships are like small aircraft 
carriers. In situations where an amphibious landing or the use 
of ground forces is required, they could be very important. 
That might include Korea, Taiwan and many different places 
in Southeast Asia,” Thompson said. 

“We do not have a very good basing structure in the 
Western Pacific, and as China’s military capabilities rise, we 
will be at a disadvantage,” Thompson said. “You can’t really 
secure real estate unless you’re ready to put troops on it.” 

Marines deployed on Navy ships like the Peleliu are the 
logical candidate for such a mission. 

While aircraft carriers focus on strike missions and blue 
water naval operations, the amphibious assault ships can 

perform a wide range of missions, from assault, to 
humanitarian and disaster relief, to security training with 
foreign allies, said Navy Capt. Mark T. Sakaguchi, 
commander of Amphibious Squadron 3. He will lead the 
Navy-Marine force aboard the Peleliu and two other ships 
when the amphibious ready group deploys to the Western 
Pacific in the fall. 

“It’s a rapid response force that is sustainable,” he said. 
“As opposed to having to build a base, the base is here. The 
base is floating.” 

For instance, in 2010 on its last deployment, Peleliu 
Sailors and Marines flew humanitarian missions into Pakistan 
and strike missions into Afghanistan on the same day. 

The Defense Department and the Navy hope to build the 
fleet to at least 32 amphibious landing ships to deal with crises 
in the Western Pacific and Persian Gulf. At least 30 are 
needed to transport two Marine Expeditionary Brigades 
necessary for forcible entry on hostile shores, according to the 
Navy Department. 
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4. SECNAV To Preach Partnership In Pacific 
Mabus' tour covers key countries, commanders in critical region 
(NAVY TIMES 09 APR 12) ... Joshua Stewart 

Navy Secretary Ray Mabus is touring the Pacific to meet 
with government and military leaders as his department plans 
to shift more ships, Sailors and Marines to the region. 

Mabus left Washington on March 28 for Hawaii to meet 
with Adm. Cecil Haney, the new commander of Pacific Fleet. 
From there he will stop in Guadalcanal, Australia, East Timor, 
Brunei, the Seychelles and Cape Verde. 

He told Navy Times in an interview that the goal of the 
two week trip is to build stronger relationships between the 
host nations and the U.S. military, particularly in the Pacific 
— a focus of the Obama administration's new national 
security strategy. 

The first part of the trip includes visits to countries where 
the U.S. is seeking partnerships that give its forces strategic 
access to Southeast Asia, also a key focus of the expanding 
Chinese navy. The later part of the trip includes meetings with 
West African officials in an effort to address piracy issues. 

"If I can go to places that not many senior Americans go, 
you can sometimes make a lot of progress on the partnership 
building, on items of mutual interest, strengthening that 
connection, whether it's Navy to Navy, Marine Corps to their 
ground forces or military to military," Mabus told Navy 
Times. 

The secretary said he wants Haney and U.S. Pacific 
Command chief Adm. Samuel Locklear, with whom he 
recently met, to provide him with "a notion of their views of 
the Pacific, particularly with the new strategy: What are their 
concerns, what's going to be required." 

"We've been there for 70 years. Since World War H, 
we've had a major presence in the Pacific," Mabus said. 

Australia is one of the key countries in the strategy. Under 
an agreement announced last year, about 200 Marines will 
arrive in April to create the foundation for a 2,500-member 
Marine air-ground task force by 2016. 

The Australian, the country's biggest newspaper by 
circulation, reported that Australian Defence Minister Stephen 

Smith has said the Cocos Islands, about 1,300 miles from the 
country's most northwestern point, could be the long-term 
home for U.S. drones. Navy officials also have said that a 
Marine expeditionary unit could deploy to Australia, and other 
ships could visit. A MEU typically includes 2,200 Marines 
and Sailors spread among three amphibious ships. 

The U.S. also is adding additional six month rotations of 
Marines through Okinawa and strengthening ties with South 
Korea. In January, generals from Marine Corps Forces-Korea 
and South Korea's marine corps agreed to increase joint 
training exercises. 

Mabus estimates that as much as 60 percent of the fleet 
will be in the Pacific in the coming years, up from around 55 
percent today. 

Secretary Of U.S. Navy Reiterates Strong Ties In Visit 
(SOLOMON ISLANDS TIMES 02 APR 12) 
Secretary of the U.S. Navy Ray Mabus has reiterated the 

ongoing ties of friendship that bind the United States of 
America and Solomon Islands during a meeting with Acting 
Prime Minister and Minister for Finance Rick Hou last week. 

Mabus paid a two-day visit from the 30th to the 31st of 
March as part of the United States Commemoration of the 
70th Anniversary of the United States Marine landing at 
Guadalcanal. 

Secretary Mabus and United States Ambassador to 
Solomon Islands Teddy Taylor paid tribute to the United 
States military personnel who served in the Battle of 
Guadalcanal and honored those who made the ultimate 
sacrifice during a wreathe laying ceremony at the American 
Memorial to the Battle of Guadalcanal. 

They also visited Hell's Point where the United States is 
working closely with the Solomon Islands Government to 
clear thousands of pieces of unexploded ordinance that remain 
from World War two. 

Return to Index 
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5. U.S. Seeks To Allay Disquiet Over Coccos 
(BRISBANE TIMES (AUSTRALIA) 02 APR 12) ... Daniel Flitton 

The United States has sought to allay disquiet over its 
military aims in the region amid reports the Australian 
territory of Cocos Island will be turned into an American 
staging post — but again warned China to be more transparent 
about its military ambitions. 

As the first of an eventual 2500 marine force prepare to 
arrive in Darwin this week, U.S. Secretary of the Navy Ray 
Mabus met with Defence Minister Stephen Smith in Canberra 
today and praised Australia as a "strong ally.” 

Mr. Mabus said the U.S. had made clear in a recent 
review its intention to shift military focus to the west Pacific 
and Arabian Gulf after withdrawing from Iraq and 
Afghanistan and had for decades routinely interacted with 
countries in the region. 

"I know we are very transparent about what we are up to 
and what our aims are," he told reporters in Canberra. 

Australia and the U.S. announced the Northern Territory 
would be used as a training ground for a U.S. marine task 
force for six months each year during a visit last November by 
U.S. President Barack Obama. 

A 200 strong rifle company from Hawaii will be the first 
group to arrive under the new arrangements, with no decision 
yet on where the rest of marines will be from. 

Mr. Mabus — who has civilian responsibility for the 
marines — said he was confident the troops would have a 
minimal disruption in Darwin. 

But he refused to be drawn on reports the Cocos Islands 
will be used as a base for U.S. drones for surveillance in the 
region, other than to say the U.S. and Australia was in 
"continuous conversation" about military co-operation. 

He also said it would be premature to speculate on the 
prospect of Chinese forces joining American troops for 
training exercises in the Northern Territory. 

Indonesian Foreign Minister Marty Natelegawa sought an 
explanation last week from Australia over his concerns the spy 
plane proposal would "disturb the region.” 

Mr. Mabus said all countries shared a common goal to 
guarantee freedom of navigation in sea lanes in the region. 

He also met with Resources Minister Martin Ferguson to 
discuss alternative fuel sources for navy ships and aircraft, 
saying the U.S. aimed to run hybrid fossil fuel and biofuel by 
2020. 

Around 17 per cent of U.S. ships and submarines run on 
nuclear power, which Mr. Mabus described as the "great green 
fleet" of the future. 
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6. Navy Recruiting, ROTC Students Honored At NSBE Golden Torch Awards 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 02 APR 12) ... MCC Jeremy J. Siegrist, NRD Pittsburgh Public Affairs 

PITTSBURGH – Five Navy-bound college students took 
home more than $591, 000 worth of scholarships during the 
National Society of Black Engineers (NSBE) 15th Annual 
Golden Torch Awards ceremony March 31. 

The National Society of Black Engineers (NSBE) annual 
convention concluded three days of events with the special 
awards ceremony honoring outstanding academic achievement 
and community and cultural responsibility. The U.S. Navy 
was honored as the diamond sponsor of the awards ceremony. 

Chief of Naval Operations, Admiral Jonathan Greenert, 
provided the keynote address for the awards event. Speaking 
on the extensive ongoing relationship between the Navy and 
NSBE, Greenert noted the distinct similarities of both 
organizations. 

“They share the same values as our Navy – values of 
dedication, leadership, and a commitment to values and that is 
what we are looking for,” said Greenert. 

The Golden Torch Awards are designed to highlight the 
accomplishments of distinguished black engineers and 
technical professionals, as well as college-bound students. 
Rear Adm. Earl L. Gay, commander, Navy Recruiting 
Command, joined Greenert in presenting five Navy ROTC 
scholarship checks to Taykor Mitchman, Gafar Odufuye, 
Quincy Benbow, Domenick Brunner and Dominique Wilson 
in front of more than three thousand audience members. 

In addition, The Gene Washington Champion of 
Champions award was presented to Navy Recruiting 
Commands Diversity Director, Commander Roy Harrison. 
Harrison, in a moment of humility representative of many 
great Navy officers, acknowledged and re-presented his award 
to Navy Recruiting Command Chief Navy Counselor Steven 

Martin. The Champion of Champions award, named after 
former Minnesota Viking Gene Washington, is presented to 
one individual each year for their outstanding service to 
NSBE. 

The award ceremony was the culmination of three days of 
events featuring displays from hundreds of agencies and 
companies looking for some of the best and brightest 
engineering students in the world. Greenert was pleased at the 
caliber of students attending this year’s NSBE conference and 
the opportunity to connect those students to attending Navy 
recruiters. 

“The Navy is all about technology –aeronautical 
engineering, technical engineering, nuclear engineering,” said 
Greenert. “Every medium we operate in is technical, so it is all 
about connecting those kids, and having them come in to our 
Navy and design and repair and maintain our Navy. That is 
our future.” 

The three days of events began March 28 with a job fair, 
the first hour of which was specific to those students with a 
3.0 GPA or higher. The highly competitive attendees 
impressed Navy Recruiting District (NRD) Pittsburgh 
recruiters, who had no problem finding a multitude of highly 
qualified applicants to speak with. A second career fair was 
held on day two, with an entire hour dedicated for outstanding 
high school students. 

Also highlighting the second day of events was a 
workshop by Captain Cynthia I. Macri, Special Assistant to 
the Chief of Naval Operations for Diversity. An accomplished 
doctor, Macri presented, “Special Delivery! The intersection 
of Health, Medicine, & Engineering: Adventures in Robotics.” 
Macri’s presentation connected the disciplines of engineering 
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and medicine together in a way that was engaging and 
interactive for all students attending. Using a series of 
simulation stations, Macri provided opportunities to students 
to use medical tools and techniques that ranged from surgical 
manipulation to modern birthing techniques. 

NSBE was established in 1975 to increase the number of 
culturally-responsible black engineers who excel 
academically, succeed professionally and impact the 
community positively.  For more news from Chief of Naval 
Personnel - Diversity and Inclusion, visit 
http://www.navy.mil/local/cnp-diversity/ 

View Clip (RT: 1:09) 
Navy Pitches Jobs To Crowd Of Students At Society's 

Meet 
(PITTSBURGH TRIBUNE-REVIEW 01 APR 12) Rick 

Wills 
Some of the country's best engineering students heard a 

job pitch on Saturday from the nation's top naval officer. 
"We need the talent. We need the diversity. We need 

technically savvy people, and the Navy is all about 
technology," Adm. Jonathan Greenert told more than 1,000 
students attending the annual conference of the National 
Society of Black Engineers at the David L. Lawrence 
Convention Center, Downtown. 

Greenert, 58, a 1975 graduate of the Naval Academy and 
a 1971 graduate of Butler Area High School, is the country's 
30th chief of naval operations. He has served as principal 
naval adviser to President Obama since September. 

The Navy gave $591,000 in scholarships to five students 
at last night's event. 

"This is quite something, a big help," said one of them, 
Quincy Benbow, 20, a junior from Fort Washington, Md., 
studying nuclear engineering at Penn State University. He said 
he would consider joining or working for the Navy. 

Greenert is the third chief of naval operations to address 
the society's annual conference, where other high-tech and 
defense firms also recruit. He traveled from Washington and 
stayed in Pittsburgh for about two hours, receiving a warm 
reception from students and conference organizers. 

He taunted Carl Mack, the society's executive director and 
a Dallas Cowboys fan, by giving him a Terrible Towel. 

"We'll -- I give the Steelers their six," Mack said, in 
reference to the team's six Super Bowl victories. 

Greenert said he is hopeful about relations between the 
United States and both Iran and Afghanistan despite the recent 
massacre of 17 Afghan civilians, allegedly by an Army staff 
sergeant. 
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CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
7. USS Pearl Harbor Participates In DIMDEX 2012 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 30 MAR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Jason J. Behnke, USS New Orleans Public Affairs 

DOHA, Qatar -- Amphibious dock landing ship USS 
Pearl Harbor (LSD 52) and embarked Marines assigned to the 
11th Marine Expeditionary Unit (MEU) participated in the 
Doha International Maritime Defense Exhibition and 
Conference (DIMDEX), March 26-28. 

DIMDEX featured 14 warships from 11 different navies, 
as well as exhibitors and guest speakers from all over the 
world. 

"One of the biggest benefits is the interaction between the 
navies," said Cmdr. Homer Denius, Pearl Harbor's 
commanding officer. "We see each other on the water but 
rarely do we get an opportunity to be in the same port to 
interact." 

According Denius and Lt. Col. Andrew Bergen, 
commanding officer of Combat Logistics Battalion 11, 
DIMDEX is beneficial for Sailors and Marines to learn how 
different navies react to and handle situations in the region. 

"Many of the nations participating in DIMDEX take part 
in various types of operations across the globe, so by being 
part of this we are able to learn from one another, and make 
lasting partnerships," said Bergen. 

Prior to arriving in Doha, Pearl Harbor spent five days in 
Manama, Bahrain conducting general shipboard maintenance, 
ensuring the ship was prepared for the international exhibition. 

"The Sailors and Marines from Pearl Harbor have been 
fantastic in preparing the ship," said Denius. "They worked 
side-by-side to show off their ship after a long at-sea period." 

Pearl Harbor was the only U.S. Navy ship and the only 
amphibious ship that participated in this year's event. 

Pearl Harbor and embarked Marines assigned to the 11th 
MEU are deployed as part of the Makin Island Amphibious 
Ready Group, supporting maritime security operations and 
theater security cooperation efforts in the U.S. 5th Fleet area 
of responsibility. 
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8. Hawaii Welcomes San Diego Ships For Koa Kai 12-2 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 30 MAR 12) ... Commander Naval Surface Group Middle Pacific Public Affairs 

PEARL HARBOR, Hawaii -- The San Diego-based ships 
USS Benfold (DDG 65) and USS Vandergrift (FFG 48) joined 
five Hawaii-based ships in exercise Koa Kai 12-2 beginning 
March 30, to participate in the semiannual exercise in and 
around Hawaiian waters. 

This is the first time San Diego-based ships are 
participating in Koa Kai. Units participating in Koa Kai will 
conduct integrated flight operations, anti-surface and anti-
submarine training, and dynamic ship maneuvers. 

"Koa Kai provides an opportunity to exercise multiple 
warfare disciplines to ensure our ships are ready to deploy at a 
moment's notice," said Capt. Dave Welch, commander of 
Destroyer Squadron 31 (CDS 31). "Koa Kai is integrated, 
challenging, state-of-the-art training here in the middle Pacific 
that helps us achieve full deployment readiness." 

"We're extremely pleased that the San Diego-based ships 
USS Benfold and USS Vandergrift have joined us for this 
version of Koa Kai. Their participation will add great value 
and depth to the exercise," he added. 
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Benfold and Vandergrift join Hawaii-based guided-
missile cruisers USS Port Royal (CG 73); guided-missile 
destroyers USS Hopper (DDG 70) and USS Paul Hamilton 
(DDG 60); and guided-missile frigates USS Crommelin (FFG 
37) and USS Reuben James (FFG 57) and underway 
replenishment ship USNS Henry J. Kaiser (T-AO-187). The 
U.S. surface ships are joined by assets from Commander, 
Submarine Force, U.S. Pacific Fleet, Helicopter Squadron 
Light 37, Commander Patrol and Reconnaissance Wing 2, and 
the royal Canadian air force 407 Long Range Patrol Squadron. 

Koa Kai 12-2 is a maritime exercise to prepare 
independent deployers in multiple warfare areas, while also 
providing training in a multi-ship environment. 

Hawaii-based surface combatants regularly deploy to the 
Asia Pacific region and often train with international partners 
while on deployment. Joint, interagency and international 
relationships strengthens U.S. 3rd Fleet's ability to respond to 
crises and protect the collective maritime interests of the U.S. 
and its allies and partners. 

Koa Kai demonstrates the Pacific Fleet commitment to 
forward readiness, and prepares middle Pacific ships to meet 
current and future challenges.  
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9. USS James E. Williams Departs Port Of Rome 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 31 MAR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Daniel J. Meshel, Enterprise Carrier Strike Group 
Public Affairs 

USS JAMES E. WILLIAMS, At Sea -- The Arleigh 
Burke-class guided-missile destroyer USS James E. Williams 
(DDG 95) departed Civitavecchia, Italy, March 30, after 
concluding a regularly-scheduled port visit. 

The visit served to continue U.S. 6th Fleet efforts to build 
global maritime partnerships with European nations and 
improve maritime safety and security in the region, while also 
giving the crew an opportunity to discover the rich culture of 
the region. 

Civitavecchia is also known as the "Port of Rome," and 
apart from being a center for maritime transport and shipping 
in Italy, is linked to Rome by railway. 

The ease of access afforded the crew aboard James E. 
Williams a unique opportunity to visit historic and culturally-
significant sites within the surrounding area. 

"Liberty, the ability to experience another country," said 
Cmdr. Christopher M. Senenko, commanding officer of James 
E. Williams, "is a part of the culture of being a Sailor of the 
seas, and an important reason for why they joined." 

"This is a first deployment and liberty port for about 70 
percent of the crew," said Command Master Chief William G. 
Cramer, Command Master Chief of James E. Williams. 

"I can't imagine a better first port visit," said Fire 
Controlman 3rd Class Pete J. Peterson, a Sailor aboard the 

destroyer. "We took tours of the Coliseum, Vatican City and 
wandered around Rome." 

"The detail and magnitude of the monuments and ruins 
were eye-opening," said Cryptologic Technician (Technical) 
3rd Class Carolyn L. Wilson. "I thought, 'Oh my gosh, no one 
would ever believe I was here.'" 

Sailors also attended tours arranged by the James E. 
Williams' Morale, Welfare, and Recreation (MWR) 
committee, and were able to visit a winery and take guided 
tours of Rome. 

"I was able to tour a winery," said Engineman 2nd Class 
Chad A. Hansen. "We explored an underground wine cellar, 
[received] a crash-course in the production of wine, and were 
given wine pairings with our appetizers and main course." 

Through tours, sight-seeing, and local interaction, the 
crew played an important role in representing the U.S. Navy, 
said Cramer. 

"The crew has worked hard and proved they are a solid 
group of professionals and ambassadors of our country," said 
Cramer. "It was an amazing and exiting place for the crew to 
enjoy their first liberty port at the start of a promising 
deployment." 

James E. Williams conducted this port visit as part of a 
scheduled deployment to the U.S. 6th Fleet area of 
responsibility. 
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10. USS Porter Departs Palma 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 31 MAR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Alex R. Forster, Enterprise Carrier Strike Group 
Public Affairs 

PALMA DE MALLORCA, Spain -- The Arleigh Burke-
class guided-missile destroyer USS Porter (DDG 78) departed 
Palma de Mallorca, Spain, March 30, concluding the first port 
visit of the ship's current deployment. 

While in port, Porter's crew got a chance to sample the 
local culture and cuisine, while also giving a little back to the 
community of Palma. 

"There was a lot for our Sailors to do around here. 
Whether it was sightseeing, MWR tours, shopping or simply 
just sampling the local food, there was plenty to do for 
everyone," said the ship's Executive Officer, Cmdr. Jennifer 
Couture. 

The crew also completed a community relations project, 
helping the town of Fornalutx recover from forest fires by 

planting a variety of trees and shrubs on the side of one of the 
tallest peaks on Palma. 

"The area of Fornalutx, where we did the reforestation, is 
used by the public for weekend outings. The people of Palma 
go there to hike, have cookouts and to just enjoy the beauty of 
nature," said Machinery Repairman 1st Class Nathan D. Kopp, 
Porter's community relations coordinator. "By planting new 
trees and shrubs, it will ensure that the park there remains 
open for many people to enjoy in the years to come." 

Porter Commanding Officer, Cmdr. Martin F. Arriola, 
said the port visit was a successful one and furthered relations 
with our Spanish partners. 
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"The crew performed their mission as ambassadors ashore 
tremendously, while simultaneously taking advantage of 
Palma's great food, sights and shopping," said Arriola. 

The Hard Rock Café in Palma also hosted the ship's off-
duty rock band for a once-in-a-lifetime performance on a stage 
that commonly sees multi-platinum recording artists perform. 

"It was a big hit. There definitely weren't enough seats for 
everyone," said Culinary Specialist 2nd class (SW) Elijah M. 
Biron, a member of the ship's Supply department and 
keyboardist. The band included seven Porter crew members.. 

The crew also enjoyed the local nightlife, getting a taste 
of the local cuisine. 

"The Paella was amazing. My goal was to sample the 
local food and do some sightseeing," said Gunner's Mate 
Seaman Shaina M. Hammack, assigned to the ship's Weapons 
department. 

After the last night of liberty, the crew shifted into a 
mission-oriented mindset. 

"Everyone had a great time, got a chance to relax and 
recharge, and we gave a little back to Palma. Now it's time to 
get underway to continue our mission," said Arriola. 

Porter is currently deployed as part of the Enterprise 
Carrier Strike Group to support maritime security operations 
and theater security cooperation efforts in the U.S. 5th and 6th 
Fleet areas of responsibility. 
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GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
11. Clinton Meets With Gulf Nations Over Missile Defense 
(WASHINGTON POST 31 MAR 12) ... Karen DeYoung 

RIYADH, Saudi Arabia —The Obama administration is 
moving to strengthen its ties with Persian Gulf nations whose 
geography and oil resources have already made them key 
players in U.S. defense and energy security. 

Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton on Saturday 
will inaugurate a strategic dialogue with the six-nation Gulf 
Cooperation Council that the administration expects will 
ultimately lead to a coordinated, U.S-supplied regional missile 
defense system and increased stability in international oil 
markets. 

Clinton arrived here Friday for initial meetings with King 
Abdullah of Saudi Arabia, the GCC’s most powerful member 
and closest U.S. partner. The other members are Qatar, the 
United Arab Emirates, Kuwait, Bahrain and Oman. 

Proposed by the administration last fall as a regular 
gathering, the first U.S.-GCC Strategic Cooperation Forum 
comes as the organization has become an increasingly 
powerful player in the turmoil that has shaken the Arab world 
over the past year. 

The GCC was in the forefront of calls for international 
intervention in Libya. And last year, Gulf states sent troops to 
Bahrain to quell an upheaval in that Persian Gulf island nation. 
Additionally, they proposed a transition of power that 
ultimately led to a change of government in Yemen. 

To the consternation of some of their partners in the 
broader Arab League, Saudi Arabia and Qatar have advocated 
supplying weapons to the Syrian opposition. Clinton and the 
Gulf foreign ministers will hold a side meeting here before the 
formal opening of the forum to try to achieve a common 
position on Syria before they attend a Sunday meeting in 
Istanbul on the Syrian crisis. 

But the administration has indicated that it will not 
support a Saudi-led call to establish a protected “safe zone” 
along the Syria-Turkey border to unify, train and arm the 
Syrian opposition. Instead, Clinton has called for more 
diplomatic and economic pressure on the Syrian regime, and 
for Syrian President Bashar al-Assad to act on a U.N-Arab 
League sponsored plan to stop the violence and move toward a 
political transition. 

Underlying the aggressive posture of the Gulf Arabs, 
particularly Saudi Arabia, is a desire to quell and resolve Arab 

upheavals before they cross into the autocratic Gulf 
monarchies, and competition with Iran for regional power. 

A desire for more robust U.S. action toward Iran’s nuclear 
program is one of the few issues on which the Gulf states and 
Israel have found common ground. At the very least, the GCC 
governments want more information on the administration’s 
strategy as it moves toward another round of diplomatic talks 
with Tehran. 

The Gulf states, like Israel, are within Iranian missile 
range, and their oil exports pass within miles of Iranian 
territory through the narrow Strait of Hormuz. 

Both Saudi Arabia and the Emirates have U.S. Patriot 
missile defense systems in place — systems that are being 
upgraded to the latest generation with recent purchases. 
Kuwait also has purchased Patriot missiles, and late last year 
the administration finalized the sale of a Terminal High 
Altitude Defense System to the Emirates. 

“We’re working with each of them to develop the 
architecture” for a regional system, a senior State Department 
official said. The administration’s goal, he said, is to put 
existing U.S. tactical defense cooperation with individual Gulf 
nations into “a strategic context,” the official said. 

Diplomats from the region said they paid close attention 
to President Obama’s promise to “have Israel’s back” in the 
event of Iranian aggression and are looking for similar 
assurances. 

The State Department official said that the GCC talks 
would include enhanced strategic cooperation on other issues, 
including counterterrorism and maritime security and the 
threats posed by upheavals in Syria, Yemen and Somalia. 

A second State Department official said that in bilateral 
talks with the Saudis, Clinton on Friday briefed Abdullah and 
Foreign Minister Saud al-Faisal on “unfolding plans” for a 
resumption of long-suspending talks between Iran and the 
P5+1 group — the United States and the four other permanent 
members of the U.N. Security Council, plus Germany. 

As world oil supplies have tightened with sanctions 
against both Iran and Syria, and with Iraq and Libya 
production still struggling, the Saudis have quietly spread the 
world that they will use their spare capacity and full storage 
facilities. 

Return to Index 



 

15 
 

 
12. Meeting Set With Iranian Negotiators 
Istanbul chosen as site for April 13-14 nuclear program talks 
(WASHINGTON POST 01 APR 12) ... Karen DeYoung 

ISTANBUL — The United States and its international 
partners will meet with Iranian negotiators April 13-14 for a 
new round of talks over Iran's nuclear program, Secretary of 
State Hillary Rodham Clinton said Saturday. 

“It will soon be clear whether Iran’s leaders are prepared 
to have a serious, credible discussion … to start building the 
trust we need to move forward,” Clinton said after a security 
conference held in Saudi Arabia with Persian Gulf Arab states. 

“So far,” she said, “they have given little reason for 
confidence. What is certain is that Iran’s window to do so will 
not remain open forever.” 

The announcement came the day after President Obama 
certified that global oil supplies are sufficient to move ahead 
with the tougher economic sanctions against Iran scheduled to 
take effect this summer. 

Clinton spoke in the country that is expected to make up 
much of the shortfall when new sanctions take effect against 
Iran’s Central Bank, which processes payments for nearly all 
of Iran’s oil exports. A European oil embargo on Iran is 
scheduled to begin July 1. 

She said the talks, over what the West charges is a nuclear 
weapons program but Iran insists is designed to provide 
peaceful nuclear power, would be held in Istanbul. But while 
the negotiating group known as the P5+1 — the five 
permanent members of the U.N. Security Council, the United 
States, Russia, Britain, China and France, plus Germany — 
has proposed the venue, Iran has not formally agreed to it. 

Iran had indicated days ago that there was an agreement 
on the April 13 date, but there was no confirmation from the 
other side. 

Clinton held a news conference with Saudi Arabian 
Foreign Minister Saud al-Faisal in Riyadh after the inaugural 
meeting of a new strategic organization between the United 
States and the Gulf Cooperation Council. 

She said the Obama administration plans to help the 
region develop an integrated, American-supplied missile 
defense system, outlined for the group in a briefing by Vice 
Adm. Michael I. Fox, commander of the Bahrain-based U.S. 
5th Fleet. 

“We are committed to defending the Gulf nations, and we 
want it to be as effective as possible,” Clinton said. Saudi 
Arabia, the United Arab Emirates and Kuwait have purchased 
U.S. missile defense systems. Clinton spoke of a radar system 
that would coordinate the defenses of the GCC as a group. 

“It’s the cooperation, the interoperability that we now 
need to roll up our sleeves and get to work on,” she said. 

The Gulf states, like Israel, are within Iranian missile 
range and their oil exports pass within miles of Iranian 
territory through the narrow Strait of Hormuz. 

Clinton and her GCC counterparts plan to attend a 
meeting in Istanbul on Sunday of the Friends of Syria group, 
about 70 countries and international groups that have called on 
Syrian President Bashar al-Assad to step down. 

The group first gathered last month in Tunis. While 
members agreed there to increase diplomatic and economic 
pressure on Assad and pledged international humanitarian 
assistance, they split on whether to provide weapons to Syrian 
opposition fighters, as Saudi Arabia and others have 
advocated. 

A communique at the end of the U.S.-GCC gathering did 
not directly address the weapons issue, but it called on U.N. 
and Arab League envoy Kofi Annan to “determine a timeline 
for the next steps if the killing continues.” Assad has agreed 
on, but not implemented, a plan proposed by Annan to stop 
regime attacks on civilians that the United Nations estimates 
has killed 10,000 people since the Syrian uprising began early 
last year. 

“If we believe the propaganda of Syria,” Saud said, “only 
the terrorists are creating trouble.” The Syrian government, he 
said, has announced an end to the uprising, “yet the cannons 
continue to fire and the tanks continue to move. We are living 
in a world where truth and falsehood have become mixed.” 

Opposition activists in Syria said Saturday that 
government attacks continue. They reported 29 deaths in cities 
across the country. 

“Yes, indeed, we support the arming of the nationalists” 
in Syria, Saud said. But while “you want disagreement 
between us, there is none,” he told reporters as Clinton nodded 
in agreement beside him. 
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13. Yemen Sees Rise In U.S. Strikes 
Washington steps up a drone campaign but insists it will not be pulled into a civil war. 
(LOS ANGELES TIMES 02 APR 12) ... Ken Dilanian and David S. Cloud 

WASHINGTON -- A surveillance aircraft operated by the 
U.S. Joint Special Operations Command flew over 
southeastern Yemen on the evening of March 9, tracking a 
mid-level Al Qaeda commander as he drove to his mountain 
hideout. 

American missiles soon rained down. The Al Qaeda 
commander was killed, along with 22 other suspected 
militants, most of them believed to be young recruits receiving 
military training, U.S. officials said. 

The attack is an example of how the U.S. is escalating its 
largely secret campaign in Yemen, taking advantage of 
improved intelligence and of changes in Yemen's leadership 

now that President Ali Abdullah Saleh has stepped down. The 
changes have allowed attacks against militants who until 
recently might have eluded U.S. attention, the officials say. 

As the pace quickens and the targets expand, however, the 
distinction may be blurring between operations targeting 
militants who want to attack Americans and those aimed at 
fighters seeking to overthrow the Yemeni government. 

U.S. officials insist that they will not be drawn into a civil 
war and that they do not intend to put ground troops in Yemen 
other than trainers and small special operations units. 

"We don't want to become involved in the country's 
internal battles," an Obama administration official said. "We 
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don't want to turn every antigovernment fighter against the 
United States." 

The U.S. has focused its airstrikes in areas where 
militants from Al Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula, the main 
insurgent group operating in Yemen, and their tribal allies 
have seized and held towns in the last year. 

The stepped-up U.S. attacks appear aimed in part at 
preventing militants from consolidating control over the 
region -- the southern Yemeni provinces of Abyan, Shabwa 
and Bayda. Those provinces have become the world's largest 
haven for Al Qaeda in the years since the U.S. began drone 
strikes in the tribal areas of Pakistan, U.S. officials say. 

Most militants fighting under the Al Qaeda banner in 
Yemen are local insurgents, U.S. officials say, along with 
Saudis bolstering the ranks and assuming leadership roles. 
Some of the militants are known to harbor ambitions of 
attacking the West: Ibrahim Hassan Asiri, who made the 
underwear bomb used by Umar Farouk Abdulmutallab in an 
attempt to blow up an airliner over Detroit, remains at large in 
Yemen, U.S. officials say. 

The militants say they are fighting the governments in 
Sana and Riyadh as well as the United States. They have 
mounted lethal attacks on Yemeni government officials and 
civilians, including a March 5 battle that killed 100 Yemeni 
soldiers. An Al Qaeda affiliate claimed credit for a March 18 
attack in which an American teacher was shot and killed by 
motorcycle-riding assailants. 

The U.S. effort in Yemen was brought to a virtual 
standstill -- a "lull," Gen. James N. Mattis told Congress -- by 
Saleh's yearlong effort to cling to power. The U.S. did not 
want to be seen as backing a repressive ruler, and it also 
became dangerous for American personnel to be in the 
country. Since Saleh's departure, the use of drones and 
manned warplanes to attack militants has expanded 
significantly. 

An airstrike killed three fighters in the town of Jaar on 
March 11, then three days later an American missile hit a 
vehicle and killed four militants in Bayda. U.S. officials said 
both attacks were carried out either by the military's U.S. Joint 
Special Operations Command or the CIA, each of which fly 
armed drones over Yemen. 

The militants were targeted not because they were 
plotting attacks against the U.S. but because intelligence 
suggested they were planning attacks on American diplomats 
or other targets inside Yemen, the U.S. officials said. 

The CIA began flying drones over Yemen last year, 
joining a clandestine military program. Some military drones 
fly from Djibouti, and CIA drones are based at an undisclosed 
location in the Arabian Peninsula. 

U.S. officials would not say exactly how many strikes 
have been carried out in Yemen, and it's sometimes difficult to 
distinguish between Yemeni military attacks and American 
actions. Long War Journal, a website that tracks U.S. counter-
terrorism actions, estimates that 23 strikes have been carried 
out in Yemen since January 2009, far lower than the 245 
drone strikes it counted in Pakistan during that period. 

Since 2002, 160 militants and 47 civilians have been 
killed in drone strikes in Yemen, the website found. That is a 
much higher rate of civilian deaths than independent experts 
have seen in the U.S. drone war in Pakistan. 

Several officials said there are high-level discussions in 
Washington about ways to further expand the U.S. role. U.S. 

and Yemeni officials have been surprised and dismayed by 
how easily Al Qaeda militants have been able to seize and 
hold territory in parts of Yemen, and they are determined to 
reverse the gains, they say. 

The militants in Yemen "are under pressure, but the fact 
that there are these areas where they can now operate with 
relative impunity is of deep concern," a senior U.S. official 
said. 

Yemen's new president, Abdu Rabu Mansour Hadi, has 
proved more willing than his predecessor to approve U.S. 
airstrikes, one of the reasons for the recent surge in attacks, 
American and Yemeni officials said. 

Last week, Yemen's army chief of staff, Maj. Gen. 
Ahmed Ali Ashwal, was in Washington for talks with 
Pentagon officials. The U.S. is pushing Yemen to reorganize 
its military so that it is better positioned to retake the towns 
now held by Al Qaeda, an effort that will require tanks and 
other heavy weapons, U.S. officials said. 

Washington is pressing Hadi to get rid of several of 
Saleh's relatives who remain in key military and security posts 
and to mount a serious military campaign to retake territory in 
the south. The commander in charge of the southern region 
was replaced after the recent military setbacks. 

Hadi "has shown the will and ability to make the 
changes.... It's a matter of getting the right focus and the right 
plan and someone to lead it," the senior Defense official said. 

Heavily armed American soldiers have begun appearing 
in large numbers at the Sheraton Hotel in the capital, Sana, a 
Yemeni official said. 

Obama administration officials insist that the rules for 
targeting Al Qaeda militants in Yemen have not changed. 

In an example of the limits, U.S. forces in Yemen have 
not used so-called signature strikes that have been employed 
in Pakistan -- in which the CIA has used drones to kill fighters 
on the basis of observed activities that suggested they were 
insurgents. Targeting in Yemen is based on intelligence about 
particular people, not "pattern of life" analysis, they say. 

Some Obama administration officials and Congress 
members favor signature strikes in Yemen, but Obama has 
resisted, officials say. 

One reason for concern about the U.S. strikes is that the 
intelligence hasn't always been good enough for U.S. 
commanders to be sure what their missiles were aimed at, 
officials said. 

In March 2010, a strike killed the deputy governor of 
Marib as he sat for negotiations with an Al Qaeda leader. 
Afterward, U.S. officials "said we're not doing drones because 
we don't have the intelligence structure to be able to do it 
well," said Barbara Bodine, who was U.S. ambassador to 
Yemen from 1997 to 2001. 

When the drone strikes resumed, the vetting was rigorous, 
officials say. Even so, the new, more aggressive approach 
troubles some critics, who argue that U.S. military strikes have 
done more harm than good. 

"The more the U.S. applies its current policy, the stronger 
Al Qaeda seems to get," said Charles Schmitz, a Yemen expert 
at Towson University in Maryland. 

Some analysts argue the American military effort has 
provoked widespread anger among Yemenis. 

"Drones are a weapon of terror in many ways, and the 
kind of hostility this is going to breed may not be worth the 
counter-terrorism gains," Bodine said. 
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14. Joint Chiefs Chairman Sees Security Ties With Latin America As Key To War On Terror 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 30 MAR 12) ... Robert Burns 

MANAUS, Brazil — The rationale for building closer 
U.S. security ties in Latin America rests in part on a worry that 
the smuggling networks used today to move illegal drugs into 
the U.S. could be tomorrow's path for a terrorist's bomb, the 
U.S. military's top general says. 

Army Gen. Martin Dempsey made that point repeatedly 
this week on his first trip to Latin America as chairman of the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff. 

Dempsey is wary of a dangerous network of drug 
traffickers, weapons smugglers and organized criminal 
elements in South and Central America. They have developed 
transit avenues — by land, sea and air — that one day could 
be used to move far more dangerous things, like weapons of 
mass destruction, across the southern U.S. border, he said in 
an interview with reporters traveling with him. 

“That network can move anything,” he said. “It’ll go to 
the highest bidder. So looking to the future, it’s certainly in 
our interest to do what we can to help the nations in this region 
to break those networks” to prevent it being used by terrorists. 

“It’s both the narcoterrorism activities that we see 
destabilizing our southern border (and) it’s that network itself 
that can be used for other purposes — and probably will be,” 
he added. 

Asked whether he sees this network as akin to the al-
Qaida network of terrorist cells, money raisers and facilitators, 
he said, “That is a fair analogy. We learned how to defeat al-
Qaida by attacking the network along its entire length. Now in 
that case we did most, if not all, of the heavy lifting. The 
question here (in South America) would be, can we take the 
same paradigm in how to attack a network — but not do it 
ourselves?” 

Dempsey is not advocating a surge of U.S. military 
activity in Latin America, although the Obama administration 
has identified this region as increasingly important to U.S. 
national security. To underscore that importance, Defense 
Secretary Leon Panetta is due to visit Colombia, Brazil and 
Chile next month, and President Barack Obama is due to 
attend a Summit of the Americas in Colombia in mid-April. 

Brazil was the final stop on a three-day tour of South 
America that on Tuesday took Dempsey to a jungle outpost in 
northeastern Colombia a couple of miles from the Venezuelan 
border, where the Colombian military — with help from U.S. 
military advisers — is stepping up its decades-long fight 

against the Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia, the 
insurgent group known by its Spanish initials, FARC. 

Dempsey has used his visits to reaffirm a U.S. 
commitment to working with the region’s militaries. The visit 
also served to highlight a key tenet of the Obama 
administration’s new defense strategy: partnering with other 
militaries in regions where the U.S. does not have a substantial 
military footprint and helping countries like Colombia fight 
their insurgents rather than intervening with U.S. troops. 

Dempsey said arrangements are being made to send Army 
and perhaps Marine Corps colonels who have commanded 
combat brigades in Iraq and Afghanistan to Colombia to share 
what they learned about countering an insurgency. The plan is 
to have one such colonel spend two weeks with each of the 
seven specially tailored task forces that the Colombian 
military is establishing in various parts of the country to 
counter the FARC. The Colombians see this as a way to help 
them accelerate their campaign to further degrade the FARC. 

Colombia also would like the Pentagon to provide 
additional aircraft for moving cargo and troops, as well as 
more surveillance aircraft for tracking the rebels, Dempsey 
said, adding that he is not yet ready to recommend to Panetta 
when or whether the U.S. should make those additional 
contributions. 

On Wednesday, Dempsey visited the Brazilian city of 
Manaus, near the confluence of the Amazon river and the Rio 
Negro. He toured a steamy outpost where Brazilian troops 
train in jungle warfare, a skill that U.S. soldiers have lost 
during a decade of war in Iraq and Afghanistan. 

As a former Army chief of staff with years of experience 
in Iraq, Dempsey said he senses that U.S. military leaders — 
not just officers but also the leaders in the enlisted ranks — 
need to be challenged by new experiences and forced to adapt 
to unfamiliar and uncomfortable places. 

“The jungle is certainly that,” Dempsey told reporters 
who accompanied him to the jungle warfare school in Manaus, 
where he got a closed-door briefing by senior Brazilian 
officers and later had a peaceful encounter with a restrained 
jaguar that serves as the school’s mascot. 

In the 48-year history of the Amazon jungle warfare 
training school, only 25 U.S. soldiers have attended, according 
to Brig. Gen. Jose Luiz Jaborandy, chief of staff of the 
Amazon regional military command. 
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15. Japan Readies In Case Rocket From North Korea Poses Risk 
(NEW YORK TIMES 31 MAR 12) ... Martin Fackler and Choe Sang-Hun 

TOKYO — Japan is deploying guided-missile destroyers 
and antiaircraft batteries with orders to shoot down a North 
Korean rocket if it falls toward Japanese territory, Japan's 
defense minister said Friday. 

The move appears to ratchet up the tensions surrounding 
the launching of what North Korea says is a rocket carrying a 
satellite, but what the United States and its allies fear is 
actually a test of a long-range ballistic missile. North Korea 
appears to be readying the rocket despite international calls to 

cancel the launching, which now appears likely to take place 
between April 12 and 16. 

North Korea outraged Washington and its allies this 
month by announcing that it would launch a rocket to put a 
satellite into orbit in April. The United States demanded that 
North Korea cancel the launching, which it said would violate 
a United Nations Security Council resolution adopted in 2009 
to prevent North Korea from developing long-range missile 
technology. 
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The Japanese defense minister, Naoki Tanaka, said the 
orders were intended to protect Japanese lives and property if 
part or all of the rocket, which is expected to fly over western 
Japan, goes off course. North Korea has said the upper stage 
of the rocket will pass over Japan and land in international 
waters east of the Philippines. 

South Korea has also vowed to shoot down the rocket if it 
endangers South Korean territory. 

Mr. Tanaka said Japan took similar precautions the last 
time North Korea test-fired a long-range rocket over its 
territory, in 2009. 

“We want to be fully prepared for something coming 
down in our territory,” he told reporters. 

The Defense Ministry said that Japan’s military would 
deploy Patriot surface-to-air missile batteries in Okinawa, 
where the North Korean missile is expected to pass over, and 
also in Tokyo. In addition, Japan will send three Aegis-
equipped guided-missile destroyers, which can intercept 
ballistic missiles in flight. 

The ships would be the first line of defense, firing while 
the target was still in the upper reaches of the atmosphere. If 
they miss, the Patriot batteries would try to destroy the target 
before it reaches earth. 

The warning from Japan came as South Korean news 
media reported that North Korea fired several short-range 
missiles off its west coast this week. 

North Korea launched two KN-01 short-range surface-to-
ship missiles, modified from the Chinese Silkworm missile, on 
Thursday, several South Korean newspapers reported, quoting 
anonymous military sources. 

Another newspaper reported that North Korea fired two 
missiles of the same type on Wednesday afternoon. 

South Korea’s Office of Joint Chiefs of Staff said it could 
not confirm the reports, citing its policy of not commenting on 
intelligence matters. 

North Korea regularly test-fires its short-range missiles. 
Its military has been conducting its annual war games in 
recent days, South Korean officials said. 
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16. Japan Begins Building Technology Demonstrator Fighter 
(DEFENSE NEWS 30 MAR 12) ... Paul Kallender-Umezu 

TOKYO — Mitsubishi Heavy Industries (MHI) 
announced it has begun assembly of a full-scale, structural-
testing model of the prototype Advanced Technology 
Demonstrator ATD-X fighter, also called Shinshin, ahead of 
the prototype’s first flight scheduled in 2014. 

Shinshin is being developed by the Japanese Defense 
Ministry’s Technical Research and Development Institute and 
MHI as a domestically produced, fifth-generation fighter to 
replace Japan’s fleet of some 49 Mitsubishi F-2 and 135 
Mitsubishi F-15 fighters later in the decade. It would be an 
alternative to, or would supplement, the nation’s planned buy 
of Lockheed Martin’s F-35 stealth fighters. 

In December, in a contentious decision, the MoD decided 
to purchase 42 F-35s to replace the 1960s-era Mitsubishi F-
4EJ Kai Phantoms starting in 2016 at a cost of $114 million 
per jet. But the deal quickly fell into difficulties this February, 
when international concerns reached Japan about the ability of 
the U.S. to lower F-35 costs. The issue arose after the 
Pentagon’s January decision to delay purchase of 179 F-35s, 

leading to publicly aired demands by Japanese Defense 
Minister Naoki Tanaka to the U.S. not to raise prices. 

The origins of the Shinshin lay in Japan’s long-held desire 
to purchase Lockheed F-22 Raptors, but that was stymied 
when the U.S. Congress banned export of the fighter, leading 
Japan to buy the F-35 and develop its own alternative. 

The project was launched in 2009 amid concerns about 
the technological progress made by the People’s Liberation 
Army Air Force. China rolled out its Chengdu J-20 in January 
2011, and the fifth-generation fighter is expected to go into 
service as early as 2017. 

MHI said assembly of the full-scale static structural test 
model of the ATD-X is on track to produce a flight test model 
of the Shinshin, which expected to make its first flight in 
2014. Project completion is slated for the end of March 2017. 

Shinshin will feature a number of advanced technologies, 
including 3-D thrust-vectoring capability, a fly-by-optics flight 
control system, an active electronically scanned array radar, 
electronic countermeasures and possibly microwave weapon 
functions. 
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17. No War Exercises With Vietnam In Spratlys – PH Navy 
(ABS-CBN NEWS (PHILIPPINES) 01 APR 12) 

MANILA, Philippines - The Philippines will not hold war 
exercises with Vietnam in the disputed Spratly Islands, Navy 
chief Vice Admiral Alexander Pama said. 

Last Thursday, Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesperson 
Hong Lei protested the reported planned war exercises. 

"We want to clarify that the Vietnamese navy and our 
Navy have not reached an agreement to hold war games. What 
we signed only is the Standing Operating Procedure in line 
with the Memorandum of Understanding that we signed last 
October," said Pama. 

He was in Hanoi on March 12 and 13. He said there was 
no agreement on war exercises with his Vietnamese 
counterpart Admiral Nguyen Van Hien. 

He said the meeting was only in connection with a 
Standing Operating Procedure on Personnel Interaction in the 
vicinity of Southeast Cay and Southwest Cay between 
Vietnamese and Philippine troops. 

The SOP calls for confidence-building measures, like fun 
games and sharing of information by both navies. He said the 
“fun games” refer to basketball, soccer and volleyball. 

The SOP will also help in the conduct of search and 
rescue operations for Vietnamese and Filipino fishermen in 
distress. 

"What we signed is the Standing Operating Procedure on 
confidence building measures, exchange of information (In 
Spratlys) and humanitarian assistance and rescue operations," 
he said. 
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18. Israel, Greece Conduct Joint Naval Drill Amid Ongoing Tension With Turkey 
U.S. Sixth Fleet also participating in the exercise, which includes simulation of attack on offshore natural 
gas platforms. 
(HA’ARETZ 01 APR 12) ... Barak Ravid 

Israel, the United States and Greece are in the midst of a 
naval exercise in the Mediterranean Sea, in what Greek media 
outlets are saying is a message to Turkey following frayed ties 
with both Israel and Greece. 

The exercise, called "Noble Dina," involves simulations 
of combat against submarines, air battles and protection of 
offshore natural gas platforms. The U.S. Sixth Fleet is also 
participating in the exercise, which the Greek media, which 
first reported on it, has described as being meant to send a 
message to Turkey. 

Until 2009, Israel's Navy and the U.S. Sixth Fleet 
conducted a large yearly exercise with the Turkish navy called 
"Reliant Mermaid." Following the deterioration in Israel-
Turkey relations in recent years and Turkish Prime Minister 
Recep Tayyip Erdogan's decisionto freeze military 
cooperation with Israel, the exercise was cancelled. 

Last April, Israel and the U.S. decided to renew the 
exercise, but changed its name to Noble Dina. Greece, which 
was invited to participate instead of Turkey, jumped at the 
offer, which it saw as a political achievement vis-à-vis Turkey. 
Relations between the two countries are currently tense due to 
Turkish threats to act against Cyprus' natural gas platforms, in 
which Greece has interests. 

IDF sources confirmed that the exercise was taking place, 
but refused to convey additional details. 

The exercise began on March 26 and is scheduled to end 
on April 5. According to reports in the Greek media, the 

exercise began at an American military base in Crete. 
Reportedly participating in the exercise are a Greek navy 
destroyer and submarine, an Israeli Navy sailing vessel and 
several U.S. Sixth Fleet battleships, along with Israeli, Greek 
and American fighter jets and helicopters. 

According to a report published on the Greek website 
Defencenet.gr, part of the exercise will take place off the coast 
of Turkey, near the Greek island Mais. The exercise will 
continue off the southern coast of Cyprus before concluding in 
Haifa port. 

The site reported that enemy forces in the simulation will 
have characteristics similar to those of the Turkish air force. 
The site also noted that the exercise would address scenarios 
involving defense of offshore gas platforms in the 
Mediterranean from enemy attack, anti-submarine fighting and 
air battles. 

Over last two years, Israel and Greece have intensified 
their military and intelligence cooperation. A large portion of 
the Israel Air Force exercises which previously took place in 
Turkey have moved to Greece as a result of the crisis in 
relations between Israel and Turkey. 

Several weeks ago, incoming Israel Air Force chief Amir 
Eshel visited Greece, where he met with top Greek officials, 
including the country's defense minister, chief of staff and air 
force commander. Eshel currently serves as head of the IDF's 
Planning Directorate. 
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19. Royal Navy Armada To Blast Somali Pirates In Their Lairs 
A force of British and French ships is to scour the coast and strike at the gangs before they leave port, says 
Tim Ripley 
(LONDON TIMES 01 APR 12) 

BRITAIN is preparing to lead an Anglo-French armada to 
launch attacks on pirate hideouts inside Somalia. 

The helicopter carrier HMS Illustrious and the 
amphibious landing ship HMS Bulwark will sail to the 
Mediterranean this summer with frigates and Royal Fleet 
Auxiliary supply ships. They are to take part in wargames with 
the French nuclear aircraft carrier Charles de Gaulle, after 
which David Cameron will announce the fleet's deployment 
along the Somali coast, say Whitehall sources. 

In an escalation of the military offensive, Apache 
helicopter gunships will be able to attack pirates' camps and 
target their boats before they put to sea. 

The European Union recently extended the area of 
operations for its counterpiracy mission to "Somali coastal 
territory and internal waters,” providing legal protection for an 
increased offensive. 

When asked by Gavin Shuker, the Labour MP, to rule out 
airstrikes and a ground offensive in Somalia, Philip 
Hammond, the defence secretary, told the Commons: "I don't 
think it would be sensible for me to rule out anything in the 
long term." 

Dominic Grieve, the attorney-general, has told the prime 
minister that an extension of military action would be legal 
under international law. 

Britain has one frigate and one destroyer patrolling off the 
Horn of Africa as part of a Nato fleet protecting shipping. 

Until now their role has been to track and board pirate 
vessels in west African waters. Last autumn they captured 
several "mother ships,” which reduced the number of 
merchant ships seized by pirates to four last year (down from 
26 in each of the previous two years). 

Military sources believe that strikes made on pirate 
vessels in ports before the monsoon season ends in late 
summer could prove decisive. 

One naval planner said: "The summer is normally a quiet 
period for pirates due to the heat and monsoons, which make it 
risky to put to sea in small boats. We want to have all our 
forces in place in time to head them off when the pirates try to 
come out of port at the start of the new hunting season." 

A crew member from HMS Illustrious said: "Everyone is 
talking about what we will be doing when we sail in the 
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summer. It is the worst-kept secret in Nato that we will be 
taking on the pirates." 

America has used drones to bomb pirate camps and navy 
Seals to rescue hostages. 

While HMS Bulwark will carry 500 Royal Marines of 45 
Commando, a ground offensive is highly unlikely. Last week 
Hammond said: "We have no plans to deploy any troops [in 
Somalia] at the moment." 

Apache helicopters equipped with Hellfire missiles will 
fly from the deck of HMS Illustrious to attack targets such as 
boat repair yards and fuel stores along the Somali coast. 

The Hellfire missiles were successfully tested against sea 
targets last year and Apache helicopters were also used during 
Operation Ellamy, the military action in Libya. 

HMS Illustrious and HMS Bulwark will set sail from 
Portsmouth in August. 

Illustrious was launched in 1982 and was deployed to Iraq 
and Bosnia during the 1990s and to Sierra Leone in 2000. The 
689ft-long vessel, which has a crew of 685, is expected to be 
decommissioned in 2014. 

HMS Bulwark entered service in 2004 and became the 
Royal Navy flagship last October. It supports 4 Assault 
Squadron Royal Marines, a permanently embarked marine 
landing craft unit. The rear of the vessel opens to allow boats 
inside to be launched. 

Cameron, who in February hosted an international 
conference on the future of Somalia, has been seeking a way 
to help the Somali transitional government drive out Islamist 
militants and tackle the pirates. 

As well as seizing merchant ships, Somali pirates have 
kidnapped westerners, including Judith Tebbutt, who was 
released last month after the payment of a ransom. To reduce 

the risk of civilian casualties, the armada would liaise with 
African Union peacekeeping troops and Kenyan forces 
advancing against militants. 

The Ministry of Defence confirmed that HMS Illustrious 
will participate in routine exercises, but would not comment 
on possible combat off Somalia. 

India Jet Bid 'Corrupt' 
India's controversial decision to buy the French Rafale 

fighter jet in preference to the British-backed Eurofighter 
Typhoon is under investigation after claims of corruption, 
writes Nicola Smith. 

Allegations by Mysura Reddy, a member of the Indian 
parliament's defence committee, that the evaluation of the 
Rafale may have been "manipulated" led to the announcement 
last week of an inquiry by AK Antony, the country's defence 
minister. 

The decision to give preferred-bidder status to Dassault 
Aviation, the maker of the Rafale jet, led to fears of job losses 
at BAE Systems, which had hoped to partly assemble 126 
Eurofighter jets for the Indian air force. 

As a result, the British government, which insists it is 
continuing to push the Eurofighter bid, faced calls to slash its 
aid payments to India. 

The corruption inquiry was prompted by a letter to 
Antony from Reddy in which he alleged irregularities in the 
evaluation process. 

Reddy last week said he had been passed information 
suggesting problems with the technical and financial 
evaluation of Dassault's bid, but he refused to elaborate. 

"There is something wrong. I came to know that there was 
a problem with the evaluation and that it was manipulated," he 
claimed. 
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20. U.S., Canada Discuss Arctic Cooperation 
(NAVY TIMES 09 APR 12) ... Jacqueline Klimas 

Coast Guard leaders from the U.S. and Canada talked 
about how security in the Arctic could be improved by 
working together during a discussion March 28 at the Center 
for Strategic and International Studies in Washington. 

"Arctic nations may have to help each other out because 
the distances are vast, the environments are harsh and our 
capabilities are so limited," U.S. Vice Adm. Brian Salerno, 
deputy commandant for operations, said. 

Salerno and Canadian Lt. Gen. Walter Semianiw said 
overcoming these obstacles is necessary and urgent, especially 
because of Shell's exploratory drilling in the Beaufort and 
Chukchi seas this summer. 

Salerno said that drilling in the Arctic is under very 
different conditions from the recent Deepwater Horizon spill 
in the Gulf of Mexico. While the water in the Arctic is 
relatively shallow compared with the 5,000-foot deep gulf, the 
area is also very remote and austere, Salerno said. Shell crews 
must bring with them everything needed for drilling, and if 
something does go wrong, search-and-rescue crews are 
potentially hours or days away. To overcome these obstacles, 
as well as others such as communications difficulties and lack 
of reliable marine mapping, Arctic nations must work 
together, especially because the equipment necessary to reach 
and operate in the Arctic is so expensive. 

"Icebreakers from our perspective are a national treasure," 
said Semianiw, commander of Canada Command. "Given the 
cost and the price of all this, countries may have to come 
together sometime to say, ‘What can we do collaboratively 
from a capabilities point of view?'" 

The U.S. has asked for $8 million in the fiscal 2013 
budget toward a new icebreaker — a ship that could cost $1 
billion. Salerno said that money would be used to look into 
which capabilities the ship needs and to begin the design 
process. Canada also has plans for a new lightweight 
icebreaker in the Arctic. The U.S. will send a national security 
cutter to the Arctic during Shell's drilling; the ship has 
capabilities for command and control as well as a helicopter 
deck, but its hull is not made to withstand severe ice. The 
Coast Guard will also use some of Shell's facilities for aircraft. 

"We will need a longer-term solution," Salerno said. 
Complicating the security issue is the lack of a venue to 
discuss concerns. Conversations about security are banned at 
both NATO and the Arctic Council, said Heather Conley, 
CSIS Europe program director. Conley is the author of a 
report titled "A New Security Architecture for the Arctic: An 
American Perspective," which was released at the March 28 
event. The report suggests creating an Arctic Coast Guard 
Forum as a subset of the North Atlantic and North Pacific 
forums to specifically address security and strategy in the 
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Arctic. The report also points out the need for collaboration 
with the private sector, whose assets could be leveraged in an 

emergency. 
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PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
21. #SAAM: Bystander Intervention Training Held At Pensacola Training Center 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 30 MAR 12) ... Steve Vanderwerff, Naval Education and Training Command Public Affairs 

PENSACOLA, Fla. -- A Master-Train-the-Trainer Team 
(MTTT) from the Center for Personal and Professional 
Development (CPPD) held Bystander Intervention (BI) 
training at Naval Air Technical Training Center (NATTC) 
March 26-27. 

Bystander intervention training is one piece of a larger 
strategy addressing changes in attitudes and behaviors about 
sexual assault. CPPD is part of the Naval Education and 
Training Command (NETC) domain. 

During the two days of training the MTTT qualified 
NATTC staff members and Sailors from the Gulf Coast area 
to become BI trainers and provide the training to a small group 
of NATTC "A" school students. 

Class participants received training in areas including 
gender relations, abuses of power and discussions of social 
norms, all centered on the principle of supporting mutual 
dignity and respect. 

As of late March 2012 close to 10,000 Sailors have 
received the training and more than 400 have been qualified as 
BI trainers. 

"A lot of training we've held up to this point has been 
reactionary when someone has been assaulted. Bystander 
Intervention is the "P" in Sexual Assault Prevention and 
Response (SAPR) training," said Senior Chief Interior 
Communications Electrician Claudia Seawright, BI Program 
Manager. "We want people to get involved before a rape 
happens. Sixty percent of violent crime is against women. Of 
that 60 percent, 12 to 13 percent of people do something, and 
so we're trying to reverse that trend, because if someone gets 
involved before an assault or rape happens the level of acuity 
goes down for the victim." 

The Navy monitors statistics on sexual assaults. 

 583 reported sexual assaults in Navy in 2010. 

 Approximately 70-80 percent of sexual assaults in the 
military are never reported. 

 Female Sailors have a 20 percent chance of being 
sexually assaulted during their careers. 

 Approximately two out of three assaults are 
perpetrated by fellow service members. 

 One out three Navy assaults involves exploitation of 
subordinates. 

 Reports of male sexual assaults increased 181 percent 
over Fiscal Years 2009 to 2010. 

 The highest risk group, based on Department of Navy 
assault data, is age group 25 and below. 

The secretary of the Navy and chief of naval operations 
have zero tolerance of sexual assault and have made it a 
priority to eliminating the crime in the Navy. 

Because of the magnitude of the problem and the 
importance of stopping the criminal behavior, the 
development of training to help leaders build a SAPR culture 

of professionalism, respect and trust that is institutionalized 
across the Navy was initiated. 

Through a multifaceted, aggressive and persistent 
approach, the Navy is changing its culture by instilling in 
Navy leaders the critical role they play in developing a 
command climate that is intolerant to sexual violence and 
responding to victims and holding offenders accountable. 

Bystander Intervention training is delivered to A-school 
students to educate them on their responsibilities to intervene 
in situations of possible assault or sexual assault and that, as 
leaders, it is their responsibility to act. They are being trained 
not as potential perpetrators or victims of sexual assault, but as 
bystanders who can and will intervene with other Sailors when 
they encounter risky situations. 

"We don't use power points or electronic media to teach 
this course, it's mostly peer-to-peer interaction. We throw a 
scenario at them they discuss and come up with their own 
conclusions. There isn't a right or wrong answer. As we've 
discovered, especially with the junior Sailors, they love this 
type of training," said Electronics Technician 1st Class 
Courtney Caldwell, training team member. "We try to help re-
calibrate their moral compass because they may not have 
learned the right thing to do. A lot of times we hear 'snitches 
get stitches' because that's the way they were raised." 

The Navy's Training Support Centers and A-schools 
began delivering BI training to post-recruit training Sailors in 
January. The training held at NATTC, one of the Navy's 
largest training centers, was to support their need for more 
trainers due to the large student throughput. 

The training teams taught the future trainers what they 
needed to know to teach BI training by providing an 
environment for frank discussions about mental models, 
assumptions, consent and cultural beliefs. They also discuss 
development of a command climate intolerant of sexual 
assault, while being supportive of sexual assault prevention 
and bystander intervention behavior. 

"I really agree with the use of frank discussion. It makes it 
easier to retain. It breaks down a lot of barriers because 
everybody has their own backgrounds and culture," said 
Religious Program Specialists 1st Class Queenie West, 
NATTC staff member. "I expect to take away from this 
training a strong sense of courage to do what is right even in a 
bad situation. That's the same thing I want my future students 
to take away - to stand up for what they know is right 
regardless of the repercussions, to do the right thing all the 
time, not just sometimes." 

The training is giving NATTC's instructors more skills 
they can pass on to their students. 

"The training gave me perspectives on those who are 
affected and those who are causing it," said Aviation 
Boatswain's Mate (Launching and Recovery) 1st Class 
Andrew Vanwinkle, NATTC instructor. "It also gave me 
insight as to how I can teach my students who may think it 
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isn't in them to intervene. With this training they're given 
direct or indirect options. They don't necessarily have to be the 
one who puts up an arm up, but they'll know who to go to for 
help." 

On the last day, the training teams reviewed course 
material taught the previous day with the soon to be trainers 
and provided BI training to a group of 30 NATTC "A" school 
students. Referred to as a modeling session, it gave the new 
trainers insight on how to facilitate a class. 

"The subjects we discussed were sometimes hard to get 
comfortable with and could get very personal, but it's 
something that we need," said Airman Apprentice Cecilia 
Flores Atrella, a NATTC A-school student. "There are a lot of 
very biased people who think victims put themselves in that 
situation like 'she deserved it' or 'he deserved it'. The class was 
very helpful thinking about situations from different 
perspectives. Before, I wasn't a strong leader but after sitting 
through the course I definitely feel more comfortable about 
reporting an incident or situation, and not thinking about it 
twice." 

The Bystander Intervention pilot completed in the spring 
of 2011 showed statistically significant change in attitude. 

"We want the Sailors to understand that being a bystander 
and getting involved could actually help someone else. We 

want them to know that there is nothing wrong with stepping 
up and being a leader. That's why we have them develop their 
own leadership list that we constantly refer to," said Joyce 
Dyson, training team member. "We want them to take away 
from the training that being a leader, stepping up and saying 
something is being a proactive bystander." 

Sexual Assault Prevention is an important element of the 
readiness area of the 21st Century Sailor and Marine initiative 
which consolidates a set of objectives and policies, new and 
existing, to maximize Sailor and Marine personal readiness, 
build resiliency and hone the most combat-effective force in 
the history of the Department. The Department of the Navy 
(DoN) continues to work aggressively to prevent sexual 
assaults, to support sexual assault victims, and to hold 
offenders accountable. 

Help raise awareness by joining the conversation on 
social media using #SAAM. 

CPPD recently stood up a link on Navy Knowledge 
Online, which has the latest numbers updated weekly of how 
many Sailors and instructors have been trained. 

https://wwwa.nko.navy.mil/portal/leadership/home/navyb
ystanderinterventionhttps://wwwa.nko.navy.mil/portal/leaders
hip/home/navybystanderintervention. 
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22. Navy Announces Revised FY13 Enlisted Boards Schedule 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 30 MAR 12) ... Navy Personnel Command Public Affairs 

MILLINGTON, Tenn. -- Navy announced a revised 
Fiscal Year 2013 (FY13) enlisted selection board schedule in 
NAVADMIN 108/12, released March 30. 

NAVADMIN 108/12 announced new selection board 
convening dates for the active duty E-9, active duty E-8 and 
the FTS/AGR/CANREC (Reserve) E-7 selection boards. The 
message also announced new "received by" deadlines for 
candidates to submit their letter to the board and "received by" 
deadlines for special requirements for nuclear trained 
personnel. 

Letters to the board previously submitted for FY13 
enlisted selection boards have been retained and there is no 
requirement for candidates to resubmit letters to the board. 

No changes were made to the convening or submission 
dates for the active duty E-7 selection board previously 

announced in NAVADMIN 349/11. Impact to the chief petty 
officer induction season will be minimal if any. 

Unless specifically addressed in the new message, 
candidates should follow all eligibility and submission criteria 
outlined in NAVADMIN 349/11 and NAVADMIN 369/11 for 
E7 candidates and NAVADMIN 387/11 for E8 and E9 
candidates. Note that the NPC Customer Service Center's e-
mail address for sending letters to the board via e-mail is: 
cscselectionboard@navy.mil. 

The FY13 enlisted selection board schedule was revised 
following the public disclosure of the active duty E9 selection 
board's convening order, quota plan and membership list. 
Reserve E9 and Reserve E8 selection boards were not affected 
by the change. 

To check the new schedule and for more information read 
NAVADMIN 108/12, available at www.npc.navy.mil. 
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23. Pacific Fleet Selects Sailors Of The Year 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 31 MAR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Amanda Dunford, Pacific Fleet Public Affairs 

PEARL HARBOR -- U.S. Pacific Fleet announced the 
selection of Steelworker 1st Class Louis Salazar as the 2011 
Sea Sailor of the Year (SOY) and Navy Diver 1st Class 
Andrew Strause as the 2011 Shore SOY during a luncheon at 
the Hale Koa Hotel in Honolulu, March 30. 

Prior to announcing the winners of the competition, Adm. 
Cecil D. Haney, commander of the U.S. Pacific Fleet, praised 
all of the SOY nominees for their hard work and dedication. 

"Today is about the stellar Sailors here with us today. It's 
about the families that have accompanied these Sailors, and 
it's about how each Sailor, in their own distinct way, have 
made a difference and have clearly demonstrated the potential 
of doing even greater things," Haney said. "These are the 

enlisted leaders of today. These are the command master 
chiefs of tomorrow. These are very special people." 

Nine Sailors from around the Pacific competed in this 
year's competition, four in the Sea SOY category and five in 
the Shore SOY group. Salazar, of Naval Mobile Construction 
Battalion 40, recognized that excellent leadership contributed 
to his professional growth and nomination to compete in the 
SOY competition against this group of highly-qualified 
Sailors. 

"The mentorship and guidance that my seniors have given 
me throughout the 12 years I've been in the Navy started 
getting me into that commitment, dedication and leadership 
mindset," Salazar said. "...I am honored and deeply humbled 
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to be selected out of the high-caliber Sailors that were here 
competing at this level." 

Salazar will travel to Washington D.C., where he will be 
meritoriously promoted to chief petty officer as part of his 
selection as Pacific SOY. 

Other sea SOY finalists were Personnel Specialist 1st 
Class A.J. Cunha, of Carrier Airborne Early Warning 
Squadron 77; Special Warfare Operator 1st Class Kevin 
Mangini, of Naval Special Warfare Command; and, Hospital 
Corpsman 1st Class Tyler Taylor, of U.S. Marine Corps 
Forces Pacific. 

Strause, who works at Ship Repair Facility and Japan 
Regional Maintenance Center, Detachment Sasebo, shared 
similar feelings about his selection as the Shore SOY. 

"It's certainly an honor and I think it's going to take a 
while for it to sink in. Hopefully, it's a good representation of 
my command and community and what we do. I hope to go 
onto the next level and represent well," said Strause. 
"Everybody here deserved this title, and I am honored to be 
standing here right now." 

Strause will travel to Washington D.C. in April to 
represent the Pacific Fleet in the Chief of Naval Operation's 
Shore Sailor of the Year competition. 

The shore SOY finalists were Equipment Operator 1st 
Class Michael Hamlin, of Naval Construction Division One; 
Sonar Technician (Surface) 1st Class Heath Northcutt, of 
Naval Submarine Forces Pacific; Information Systems 
Technician 1st Class Ebony Torres, of U.S. 3rd Fleet; and, 
Navy Counselor 1st Class Rex Parmelee, of U.S. Pacific Fleet. 

Even for the Sailors who weren't selected as winners, just 
competing in the competition itself has its own rewards. 

"This week has been a phenomenal schedule of events 
that has truly honored the best in the Pacific," Parmelee said. 
"I have been blessed with a great command, and the Sailors 
that I work with have been nothing but supportive. I could not 
have gone this far without them or my wife." 

Former Chief of Naval Operations Adm. Elmo Zumwalt 
and former Master Chief Petty Officer of the Navy John 
Whittet established the SOY program in 1972 to recognize an 
individual Sailor who best represents the group of dedicated 
professional Sailors at each command and ultimately the 
Navy. Within 10 years, the Sailor of the Year program was 
expanded to include the shore establishment and Navy 
Reserve Sailors. 
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24. Ensign Starts Fitness Program At Sea 
(ELMWOOD PARK (IL) LEAVES 30 MAR 12) 

Navy Ensign Christopher M. Feldmann, whose wife, 
Jahani, is the daughter of Lisa and Mike Tuchel of River 
Grove, is currently deployed. Feldmann, along with fellow 
Sailors and Marines assigned to the amphibious transport dock 
USS New Orleans, started a “Crews into Shape” fitness 
program. 

The 12th annual challenge, sponsored by the Navy and 
Marine Corps Public Health Center, is a four-week long event 
held at the beginning of every March in conjunction with 
National Nutrition Month. 

The New Orleans’ “Crews into Shape” team is made up 
of 10 Sailors. Points are awarded to each member who 
engages in at least 30 minutes of moderate activity, 20 minutes 
of vigorous aerobic exercise or muscle-strengthening exercise 
that work all major muscle groups. Points are also awarded for 
group exercise activity with their team and teams who eat two 
cups of fruit and three cups of vegetables per day. 

This year’s challenge includes 730 Department of 
Defense personnel broken into 130 teams. Once the challenge 
concludes, points are tallied up and put into an overall 
database where teams from across the DOD can see where 
they rank with one another. “Crews into Shape” has been 
organizing and emphasizing this team-based healthy lifestyle 
since 2001. 

Physical fitness is one of the main areas of the 21st 
Century Sailor and Marine initiative, which consolidates a set 
of objectives and policies, new and existing, to maximize 
Sailor and Marine personal readiness, build resiliency and 
hone the most combat-effective force in the history of the 
Department of the Navy. 

USS New Orleans and embarked Marines assigned to the 
11th Marine MEU are deployed as part of the Makin Island 
Amphibious Ready Group, supporting maritime security 
operations and theater security cooperation efforts in the U.S. 
5th Fleet area of responsibility. 
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25. Naval Air Facility Washington Promotes Culture Of Fitness 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 30 MAR 12) ... Commander, Navy Reserve Force Public Affairs 

WASHINGTON -- To commemorate the National Cherry 
Blossom Festival's Centennial, more than 50 Reserve Sailors 
from Naval Air Facility Washington and the Office of the 
Chief of Navy Reserve staff participated in a four-mile run, 
March 29. 

"This Cherry Blossom Run was a great way to celebrate 
the festivals 100th year anniversary and to demonstrate the 
Navy's culture of fitness within our commands and to the 
greater public as well," said Vice Adm. Dirk Debbink, 
commander, Navy Reserve Force. "We all lead busy, 
demanding lives, but it is essential that we dedicate time every 
day toward maintaining personal fitness." 

Organized by Cmdr. Tasya Lacy and Information Systems 
Technician 1st Class Calvin Elmore from the chief of Navy 
Reserve's staff, the event was an all-inclusive team-building 
event. 

"This was an opportunity for runners and non-runners to 
enjoy a great outdoor experience at one of the most beautiful 
times of the year in Washington, D.C.," said Lacy. "Everyone 
who participated accepted the challenge and did their personal 
best." 

Physical fitness is one of the key elements of the 21st 
Century Sailor and Marine initiative. The goal of this program 
is to maximize Sailor and Marine personal readiness, to 
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maintain the resiliency of the force, and to hone the most 
combat effective force in the history of the Department of the 
Navy. As part of this effort, the Navy is working to make 
physical fitness part of every Sailors daily routine. 

The National Cherry Blossom Festival will last for a 
record five weeks from March 20-April 27 to celebrate the 
100th year anniversary. 

Fitness is one of the areas of the 21st Century Sailor and 
Marine initiative which consolidates a set of objectives and 
policies, new and existing, to maximize Sailor and Marine 
personal readiness, build resiliency and hone the most combat-
effective force in the history of the Department. 
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26. Official: Take Time To Honor Military Kids’ Service 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 30 MAR 12) ... Elaine Sanchez 

WASHINGTON – Children of U.S. service members 
around the world will be honored throughout April for their 
contributions to their families’ well-being and sacrifices on 
behalf of the nation, a Defense Department official said. 

Each April, Americans pause to recognize the nation’s 1.8 
million military children during the Month of the Military 
Child. 

“It’s really important to recognize that military children 
also serve,” Barbara Thompson, director of military 
community and family policy, children and youth, told the 
Pentagon Channel and American Forces Press Service. 

It’s also important, Thompson said, to take time to let 
military children “know how proud we are as Americans that 
they … are supporting mom or dad in uniform, who is making 
great sacrifices for this country.” 

While frequent moves and school transitions can be 
challenging, Thompson said she believes the most challenging 
endeavor a military child has to endure is a parental separation 
due to deployment. 

“While we’ve made great strides with technology and 
Skype … it’s not the same as having your mom or dad at your 
baseball game or high school graduation or one of your 
birthday parties,” she said. 

These separations can have a “serious impact” on military 
families’ well-being, Thompson noted, particularly on the 
children. Younger children may experience separation and 
attachment issues, while older children may engage in risky 
behaviors, she explained. 

Thompson noted a specific concern for children from 
Guard and Reserve families. These children, living in every 
community around the nation, may be lacking nearby support. 
A military child may be the only student in a school with a 
deployed parent, she said, and the school oftentimes isn’t even 
aware. 

“School districts are key partners,” Thompson said. 
“That’s where 92 percent of our school-age kids are located. 
They need to know they have military children in their 
schools.” 

To combat a sense of isolation, officials have posted 
information online to educate teachers, school administrators 
and parents on supporting military children. 

On installations, child development centers, youth 
programs and the New Parent Support Program are geared for 
providing “safe havens” for military kids, Thompson said. 

The department already has made strides by partnering 
with other agencies and organizations, she said. DOD works 
closely with Zero to Three’s Coming Together Around 
Military Families initiative, and with Sesame Street’s military 
support programs such as Talk, Listen, Connect and Military 
Families Near and Far. 

Officials have partnered with the Boys and Girls Clubs of 
America and 4-H to increase the programs and resources for 
school-age military children, Thompson added. 

The DOD also has partnered with the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture, land-grant universities and the Cooperative 
Extension System to reach out to military children in 
communities, she said, noting 70 percent of military kids live 
off of installations. 

While they’re making progress, DOD officials can’t 
tackle these issues alone, Thompson said. It will take the 
efforts of an entire nation -- from individuals and communities 
to government agencies and private companies -- to 
accomplish this goal, she added. 

Every American can help to support military families, she 
said, and no effort is too small. A neighbor can help a parent 
with a deployed spouse by pitching in with a carpool, driving 
children to an extracurricular activity, or mowing a military 
families’ lawn. 

Schools can set aside special days to honor military kids’ 
contributions, and communities can sponsor a play or picnic, 
or simply find the military families in their midst to thank 
them, Thompson said. 

She suggested people visit the White House’s Joining 
Forces website to find service opportunities that support 
military families in their neighborhoods. 

Taking care of military parents has a positive and direct 
impact on their kids, Thompson noted. 

“It’s important to care for the stay-at-home parent with a 
deployed spouse,” she said. “They’re the first responders for 
these children. If the stay-at-home parent isn’t being nurtured, 
it’s very hard for him or her to nurture those children.” 

While military life can be challenging for children, it also 
offers tremendous opportunities for growth, Thompson said. 

“We know that it’s challenging to move every two to 
three years and uproot and make new friends and adjust to a 
new environment and a new community,” she acknowledged. 
“But those are also opportunities for growth and resilience, to 
learn very quickly how to make friends and adapt and be 
flexible.” 

Thompson said she’s spoken to military children now in 
college who reflect back to their experiences with a different 
perspective. 

“While challenging in the moment, it really prepared 
them for being away from home, for forging new relationships 
and seeking new interests,” she said. 

Thompson encouraged people to take time this month to 
honor military children for their sacrifices, whether it’s with 
an event or words of gratitude. 

“One of the things that’s disconcerting is we know that 1 
percent of our population is in uniform and is serving, and the 
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other 99 percent of the country takes full benefit of that,” 
Thompson said. “As a community, we owe it to our children 

to honor them and to protect them.” 
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27. NHB Holds 119th Birthday Celebration For Navy Chief Petty Officers 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 30 MAR 12) ... Douglas H. Stutz, Naval Hospital Bremerton Public Affairs 

BREMERTON, Wash. -- Naval Hospital Bremerton 
celebrated the 119th birthday of Navy chief petty officers 
March 30 by remembering those currently deployed and 
honoring those who have given the ultimate sacrifice in 
defense of the nation. 

There have been 35 chief petty officers who have died 
supporting Operation Iraqi Freedom, Operation New Dawn, 
and Operation Enduring Freedom from March 2002 to the 
present. Additionally, Chief Hospital Corpsman Shawn 
Kenney, Chief Hospital Corpsman Keith Davis, Chief 
Hospital Corpsman Gilberto Garcia, and Chief Hospital 
Corpsman Juan Guedea of NHB are forward deployed to 
various locales. 

"It was on April 1, 1893 that Navy General Order 409 of 
Feb. 25, 1893, established the rate of chief petty officer. The 
legacy lives on 119 years later with the 38 current staff 
members who wear the anchors on their uniform, with the 
approximately 30 retired staff members who have worn the 
anchors on the cloth of our nation, and with those who will 
advance to the rank of Navy chief petty officer," said Chief 
Operations Specialist Adrian Alegria, Substance Abuse 
Rehabilitation Program counselor and master of ceremony of 
the birthday. 

"We all know the old saying that if you want something 
done in the Navy, get a chief to do it. I would add that chiefs 
are also the repository of pride, standards and integrity. They 
continue to set those standards and the standards of honor and 
what it means to serve," said Capt. Christopher Culp, NHB 
commanding officer. 

Senior Chief Logistics Specialist Edward Lange, acting 
NHB command master chief, read birthday wishes from 
Master Chief Petty Officer of the Navy Rick D. West. Retired 
Chief Hospital Corpsman Steve Jackson shared the birthday 
message from Force Master Chief S.E. Boss and Chief 
Hospital Corpsman Noel Gravina presented the Chief Petty 
Officer Creed. 

Chief Information Systems Technician Jennifer Clem then 
explained to assembled staff members, beneficiaries and 
friends that it is always customary at Navy birthday 
celebrations to cut a traditional cake in celebration of the birth 
of the specific organization. 

"The chiefs are no exception to the rule. The traditional 
cake-cutting is done by our oldest and youngest Sailor. I'm 
proud to introduce Aviation Maintenance Administrationman 
Master Chief Angela Mattison-Lindbom, who enlisted in the 
Navy in 1984 and made chief in 1995. Our youngest chief is 

HMC (Chief Hospital Corpsman) Philip Nacionales, who 
enlisted in the Navy in 1996 and made chief in 2011," said 
Clem. 

"Our oldest chief passes a piece of sliced cake first to the 
younger, signifying the passing of experience and knowledge 
from the old to the young of our organization, and also further 
emphasizing the fact that we care for our young Sailors before 
we look to our own needs." 

Nacionales, current senior enlisted leader at Branch 
Health Clinic Everett took some good-natured ribbing from 
enlisting in the Navy the year after Mattison-Lindbom became 
a chief. "But being involved in this ceremony is an 
overwhelming experience. When I made chief, I realized that 
it wasn't all about me. Being a chief is being part of something 
much bigger. It is an honor and privilege. This event just 
keeps that feeling going," he said. 

Also present for the birthday celebration was retired Chief 
Boatswain's Mate Jerry Irvine, who served his nation for 21 
years, on nine different ships, with three tours in Vietnam, 
including River Section 523 in the Mekong River Delta, and 
River Section 521 near Hue City, and retired Chief 
Storekeeper Gene Hanson, with a Navy career of 22 years that 
spanned three decades with involvement in World War II, the 
Korean War and Vietnam War. 

"After this is over, I think we both can take early liberty, 
if our wives let us," said Irvine. 

On the eve of the 119th birthday, Cmdr. Doug Stephens, 
Branch Health Clinic Everett, David R. Ray Health Center 
officer-in-charge, shared a bit of Navy history with his staff. 
"This is a true story. Fleet Admiral William F. "Bull" Halsey 
was one of our greatest Sailors. On one occasion, he was piped 
aboard a ship and through sideboys. One of the sideboy's was 
a chief petty officer. When passing the chief, Fleet Admiral 
Halsey winked at the chief, then continued on his way. When 
Fleet Admiral Halsey was asked why he winked at the chief, 
the admiral stated, 'son, because I know chiefs got me where I 
am today.' 

"From the time that I have been in the Navy, I have been 
told three objectives of the chief petty officer: To train and 
guide junior officers, to develop them into leaders; To train 
and develop our subordinates into future leaders; and to utilize 
all fellow CPO's experience and wisdom, in addition to 
technical expertise, when trying to solve problems and achieve 
the command's mission. Thank you to all the chiefs that have 
helped me along the way to a wonderful and satisfying career. 
Happy birthday chiefs!" said Stephens. 
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28. Submarine’s Top Sailor Axed Amid Hazing Probe 
(NAVY TIMES 31 MAR 12) ... Sam Fellman 

The top enlisted sailor on a Kings Bay, Ga.-based guided 
missile submarine was fired Friday for “dereliction of duty” 
amid an investigation into hazing claims onboard the 
submarine, Submarine Group 10 said. 

Chief Machinist’s Mate (SS) Charles Berry was relieved 
as chief of the boat of guided missile sub Florida’s Gold Crew 
by Capt. Stephen Gillespie, commander of Submarine 
Squadron 16, SUBGRU 10 said in a news release. 
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“During an investigation surrounding allegations of 
hazing onboard USS Florida (Gold), Berry was found to have 
neglected his duties as a leader onboard the submarine,” the 
release said. “While not involved in the alleged hazing, it was 
determined Berry had knowledge of the alleged events and 
failed to take action and inform his chain of command.” 

Berry is the sixth top enlisted fired this year, and the 
second from the submarine force. He was the second top 
enlisted fired this week; the top enlisted at a Virginia Beach, 
Va.-based strike fighter squadron was fired Tuesday after an 
investigation into claims of sexual harassment, the Navy said. 

Specifics on the investigation remain unclear, such as the 
nature of the alleged hazing, when it may have occurred or 
who may have been involved. 

Florida’s Gold Crew was in the news a year ago after it 
successfully launched more than 90 cruise missiles as part of 
Libya campaign. These were the first Tomahawk warshots 
fired by a guided missile submarine, the Navy said then. 

Berry has been reassigned to Submarine Squadron 16. 
Command Master Chief (SS) Brett Prince, who was set to 
relieve Berry next month, will assume duties as chief of the 
boat earlier than anticipated. 

“The Navy’s standards for personnel behavior are very 
high and we demand that our people are treated with the 
dignity and respect they deserve,” SUBGRU 10 said in the 
statement. “When individuals fall short of this standard of 
professionalism and personal behavior, the Navy will take 
swift and decisive action.” 
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29. Chaplain Removed From Duties Amid Misconduct Investigation 
Move leaves Calif. training base short on priests during Lent 
(NAVY TIMES 09 APR 12) ... Gidget Fuentes 

OCEANSIDE, Calif. — A Navy chaplain and Catholic 
priest assigned at the Marine, Corps' desert training base in 
California is under investigation for alleged misconduct, 
leaving local Catholics short of a priest during the busy Lenten 
holy season, Navy Times has learned. 

Lt. Cmdr. Steven E. Hicks, a priest at Marine Corps Air 
Ground Combat Center since 2008, was removed from duties 
as a Catholic chaplain about a month ago and reassigned to a 
desk job pending completion of the investigation that began in 
late February. 

Marine Capt. Nicholas Mannweiler, a combat center 
spokesman, confirmed that Hicks was pulled from his 
religious duties, but he did not detail what led to that decision, 
saying only that Hicks "is under investigation for allegations 
of misconduct." 

Hicks, 57, was reassigned to the combat center's staff 
"pending the results of the' investigation," Mannweiler said. 
The chaplain has been given other duties with the combat 
center's staff, he said. 

Mannweiler did not provide details about the nature of the 
investigation, but a person familiar with the ongoing case and 
allegations involving Hicks said the Naval Criminal 
Investigative Service is "looking into sexual harassment and 
inappropriate contact and conduct." 

Two sources at the combat center said Hicks has not been 
seen celebrating Mass or performing other priestly duties for 
about a month. 

"All of a sudden, Father Hicks was gone," said a source, 
who asked for anonymity because he is on active duty at the 
base. "They've taken our only priest." 

A message left at Hicks' office was not returned, and he 
could not be located for comment. 

Hicks' removal left the remote desert training base short 
of a Catholic priest as the Catholic community' observes its 
holiest season leading to Easter Sunday on April 8. Hicks is 
one of only two Catholic chaplains assigned at the combat 
center, the Marine Corps' premier combat and live-fire training 

base, which holds "Mojave Viper" pre-deployment exercises 
throughout the year. 

Addressing The Shortage 
More help with religious services might be on the way. 

Mannweiler said "arrangements have been made by the 
command chaplain at Twentynine Palms to provide interim 
ministry support to the installation's Roman Catholic 
community." The command chaplain is Capt. Steven Unger. 

But some parishioners at the base, home to more than 
12,000, worried about the lack of pastoral care to tend to their 
religious needs, including regular Masses and sacraments. 
Another source at the base said the other Catholic chaplain 
assigned at the combat center was scheduled to leave or 
deploy within a few months, and the Navy has had a shortage 
of Catholic chaplains overall, a trend that mirrors the national 
shortage at civilian parishes. 

As a priest, Hicks has authorization, known as faculties, 
from the Diocese of San Bernardino that allows him to 
minister to Catholics, such as hearing confessions or marrying 
couples, according to a spokesman for the diocese, which 
oversees the local Catholic community in San Bernardino 
County, home to the combat center. John Andrews, the 
spokesman, said March 27 that church officials were "not 
aware" that Hicks had been removed from his religious 
ministry. "We give faculties to the priest, but as far as 
oversight on conduct, that's not really handled by us," 
Andrews said. 

Hicks, of San Angelo, Texas, was commissioned a 
chaplain in the Air Force in 1993 and served two years before 
transferring into the Navy in 1995, according to Navy 
Personnel Command records. He served with 1st Marine 
Logistics Group at Camp Pendleton, Calif., and Naval Support 
Activity New Orleans before joining the amphibious assault 
ship Peleliu in San Diego in 2003. Hicks had assignments with 
the Coast Guard in Kodiak, Alaska, and Souda Bay, Greece, 
before reporting to Twentynine Palms in 2008. 
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30. Navy Chief Gets Six-Year Prison Term For Sex Assault Of Child 
(STARS AND STRIPES 31 MAR 12) ... Erik Slavin 

YOKOSUKA NAVAL BASE, Japan — A Navy chief 
petty officer charged with performing sex acts on his 
girlfriend’s 8-year-old daughter was found guilty of 
aggravated sexual assault and sentenced to six years in prison 
at a Yokosuka court-martial Saturday. 

The six-member jury found Chief Petty Officer Thomas 
Christopher Moore, 41, an aviation ordnanceman at Naval Air 
Facility Atsugi, guilty of indecent acts on five separate counts, 
including the aggravated sexual assault of a child. 

Moore also was found guilty on three counts of making a 
false official statement, as well as for disrespect toward a 
commissioned officer and four counts of insubordinate 
conduct toward a petty officer for a separate incident at 
Atsugi’s enlisted club. 

The jury reduced Moore’s pay grade to E-1 and sentenced 
him to a dishonorable discharge, meaning he will not receive 
any of the retirement benefits he would have accrued after 21 
years of service. 

On Jan. 9, 2011, Moore encouraged his Japanese 
girlfriend to pick up lunch at the Atsugi base McDonald’s, 
according to testimony during the six-day trial. Her daughter 
remained at Moore’s residence in the bachelor officer quarters, 
according to testimony. 

When the mother returned about 20 minutes later, she 
found her daughter crying on Moore’s couch, the mother 
testified. 

The child described to her mother the sex acts Moore 
performed on her, as well as the pornographic clips on his 
computer that she said he forced her to watch, the mother 
testified. 

The mother and Moore, who had been dating for eight 
months, argued for hours over what the child described. 
Moore had only met her daughter the day before, when they 

all went to Tokyo Disneyland together, according to 
testimony. 

“I never touched that kid, there’s no (expletive) way in 
hell,” Moore said in a recording played during the defense’s 
opening argument. 

He also said the girl accidentally saw the two 
pornographic videos on his computer, and must have believed 
that what she saw in those videos happened to her. 

Prosecutor Lt. Benjamin Garcia told the jury not to 
believe Moore’s “lies and outlandish alibies.” 

“In a few moments, he stole a piece of [the girl’s] 
childhood away,” Garcia said. 

Moore did not take the stand during the proceedings. His 
fist propped up his chin and his face remained expressionless 
for most of the trial, even as the mother described her 
daughter’s trouble sleeping since that day. 

“Most of the time, she woke up screaming, fighting,” the 
mother said, crying. “After one year it seems a little better, but 
she still won’t even sleep in the dark. 

“I feel like I’m not the mother I’m supposed to be. I feel 
like I failed her,” the mother said. 

Following the verdict, Moore gave a statement. “I am 
broken and ashamed of myself,” Moore said, sobbing. 

Moore apologized to the mother, daughter, the Navy and 
his own family. He acknowledged he had emotionally 
damaged the daughter, though he did not admit to assault. 

Moore, of Wilson, N.C., faced a maximum sentence of 79 
years in prison. He will likely be required to register as a sex 
offender upon release from prison. 

Depending on the rules of the prison he enters, Moore 
could also lose all access to his four children, including phone 
and mail correspondence, Navy officials said. 
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FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
31. Shrinkage: Navy Won’t Build As Many Ships As It Planned 
(WIRED 29 MAR 12) ... Spencer Ackerman 

President Obama wants the U.S. Navy to patrol the vast 
Pacific Ocean and build itself up in the Middle East. Which is 
a nice dream. But the Navy is conceding it won’t build many 
ships to make it a reality — especially over the next five years. 
The Navy’s acknowledged as much — tensely, defensively, 
and always with a retort — for months. But now it’s officially 
revised its long-term shipbuilding plan downward and 
provided details about what’s effectively a five-year shipyard 
freeze. 

According to the new shipbuilding plan, released 
Wednesday by Deputy Defense Secretary Ashton Carter, the 
Navy won’t build any new ballistic missile submarines until 
2021. It won’t build any big-deck amphibious assault ships, 
key for the Navy and the Marines to fight as a team, until 
2017, when it will build… one more. After next year, the 
Navy won’t fund the construction of ships above replacement 
levels until 2018. All told, the Navy’s downgrading the total 
number of ships in 30 years it wants to maybe 300, a drop of 

at least 13 ships. And all this will occur as the Navy surges in 
the Persian Gulf and the Western Pacific. 

“It makes little sense to be shrinking our Navy just 
months after the announcement of a strategy that would shift 
emphasis to Asia, the Pacific, and the Mideast — areas where 
a strong naval presence is an imperative,” Rep. Todd Akin, the 
chairman of the House subcommittee on seapower, said at a 
Thursday hearing. The likely presidential nominee of Akin’s 
political party, Mitt Romney, is proposing a big (and 
expensive) increase in shipbuilding. On Navy issues, U.S. 
voters will face a clear choice. 

The last time the Navy set its long-term goals, in 2006, its 
plan for the mid-2030s was to create a fleet of 313 ships. That 
was the target number the Navy set for meeting the anticipated 
threats of the future. But since January, Adm. Jonathan 
Greenert, chief of Naval operations, has talked instead about 
getting to “approximately 300″ ships over that time frame. 
Aboard the U.S.S. Wasp that month for a huge Navy war 
game, Greenert told reporters that the Navy would hold steady 
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at 285 ships until 2018 — with a bit of a dip in the next two 
years — only to start enlarging the fleet again afterward. 

The reason is financial. The military has to cut at least 
$487 billion from its ledgers over the next decade as a matter 
of law. Navy ships are big ticket items. And since the military 
budgets for five years at a time, punting the Navy’s 
shipbuilding surge another five years is, effectively, an 
accounting trick — and one that makes the current defense 
budget look small enough to be legal. 

But that doesn’t satisfy members of the congressional 
committees that oversee defense. (Yes, even though many of 
those legislators voted for the budget constraints in the first 
place. Don’t try to apply logic or consistency with Congress; 
you’ll get a headache and nothing will change.) The 
moneymen on the House Appropriations Subcommittee on 
Defense were incredulous that the Navy’s leadership came to 
them earlier this month to ask for a slightly smaller fleet that 
has to do more around the world. 

Greenert and his civilian counterpart, Navy Secretary Ray 
Mabus, have a response at the ready. The current Navy 
strategic plan envisions stationing more ships permanently 
outside U.S. ports, reducing the strain on the rest of the fleet 
for rotational deployments. Over the next few years, four 
Aegis cruisers will call Spain their home. Singapore will host 
two of the Navy’s new Littoral Combat Ships. 

That’s too clever, says seapower blogger Raymond 
Pritchett, who’s facepalming over the Navy’s new 
shipbuilding plan. His problem is that he’s seen this movie 
before: the Navy promises that someday it’s going to ramp up 
its ships, only to scale back its expensive plans as the date for 
the ramp-up approaches. Meanwhile, the Navy takes on more 
and more global responsibility — and struggles to keep up 
with technological advances in propulsion and design, which 

drives up the costs of shipbuilding and fuels a repeat of the 
whole sorry cycle. 

“The Navy is now officially doing the same thing again 
and again with their shipbuilding plans in the 21st century and 
expecting everyone to believe the result will be different this 
time,” Pritchett blogs. “The new plan — same as the old plan 
— is to meet a specific number of ships determined by 
requirement (313 or approximately 300) by loading all of the 
construction of the ships needed to meet that number in the 
budget years beyond the [Five Year Defense Plan]. If the new 
‘approximately 300-ship’ shipbuilding plan is doing exactly 
what failed in the old 313-ship shipbuilding plan, then how 
can the Navy claim to have a plan — or for that matter — how 
can the Navy claim to have a valid ship requirement that needs 
a plan if the Navy doesn’t have a legitimate plan intended to 
meet that requirement?” 

Pritchett might actually be understating things. If 
Congress doesn’t come up with a way to balance defense cuts 
and entitlement cuts by January, then according to the very 
law it passed in August, the defense budget will have to lose 
another $600 billion-plus over ten years. There is no evidence 
Congress will do so. The Navy’s “approximately 300″ ship 
fleet might be more “approximate” than the Navy brass is 
letting on. 

In fact, buried in the new plan is a warning about 
precisely that. “If the [Navy Department] is unable to sustain 
average annual shipbuilding budgets of $19.5 [billion] over 
the course of the mid-term planning period,” the plan states, 
“plans to recapitalize the Nation’s secure second-strike nuclear 
deterrent [i.e., subs] and the Navy’s conventional battle force 
will have to be dramatically changed, and the overall size of 
the battle force will drop below the levels needed to meet all 
naval presence and warfighting requirements.” 
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32. U.S. Navy To Grapple With Dip In Deployed Subs For More Than A Decade 
(GLOBAL SECURITY NEWSWIRE 30 MAR 12) ... Elaine M. Grossman 

WASHINGTON -- The U.S. Navy will field fewer than 
its objective 12 nuclear-armed submarines for more than a 
decade, due to a recently announced two-year delay in 
building its first Ohio-class replacement vessel. 

The service plans to operate for 14 years -- mostly in the 
2030s -- without a full complement of Navy ballistic missile 
submarines. That is a longer time span than was widely known 
until this week, when congressional testimony and a service 
shipbuilding report offered new specifics. 

"We will have a period of time essentially through the 30s 
when we will be at that 10-minimum number in order to 
sustain the warfighting requirement that will impose additional 
risk on the Navy," Rear Adm. Terry Benedict, who directs 
Navy Strategic Systems Programs, told lawmakers on 
Wednesday. "We believe that is manageable." 

The Navy had earlier stated in a February 2010 
shipbuilding report that there was "no leeway" in its plans to 
field the first Ohio-class replacement vessel, also known as 
SSBN(X), by fiscal 2029. 

However, President Obama's fiscal 2013 budget request, 
submitted to Congress last month, included a two-year delay 
in developing and building the new submerged craft, with the 
initial submarine now unavailable until 2031. 

Deputy Defense Secretary Ashton Carter in January 
attributed the program delay to a desire to reduce risk in an 
acquisition effort that appeared to be moving too quickly from 
development into production. 

That program stretch-out will ultimately trigger a dip 
below 12 ballistic missile submarines available for use at sea, 
Navy brass has publicly acknowledged. Service leaders have 
told lawmakers they planned to make adjustments -- likely to 
deployment schedules and warhead loading -- so that the 
number of submarine-based nuclear arms on alert at any given 
time would remain largely unaffected. 

Operational workarounds, however, could put a strain on 
naval forces, according to some experts. Moreover, if fielding 
just 10 ballistic missile submarines throughout the 2030 time 
frame becomes the Navy's new normal, political will and 
budget dollars to bring the SSBN fleet back up to 12 vessels 
might simply never materialize. 

"If you can go four years with 11 [submarines] and nine 
years with 10 [subs] -- why do you need 12 [subs]?" said one 
nuclear weapons consultant who asked not to be named in 
discussing sensitive operational plans. 

Today the Navy fields 14 Ohio-class SSBN submarines, 
each of which is capable of carrying 24 Trident D-5 ballistic 
missiles. Each missile currently carries an average of four 
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nuclear warheads, though loading is expected grow slightly as 
the service reduces to 12 Ohio-class submarines by the end of 
this decade, according to experts Robert Norris and Hans 
Kristensen. 

After the two-year SSBN(X) program delay was 
announced earlier this year, many experts assumed that the 
Navy would have to employ compensatory measures for just a 
couple of years when fielded submarines would drop to just 10 
or 11 vessels. 

However, the extended dip in fleet size is now expected 
because the Navy must begin pulling Ohio-class submarines 
out of service at the end of the next decade, as they reach 
retirement age. Ships in a given class retire in staggered 
fashion, typically in the same order in which the vessels were 
built. 

"As the Trident submarine class retired -- and they will 
start to retire in 2029 -- we were going to bring in the 
SSBN(X)," Adm. Jonathan Greenert, the Navy's top officer, 
said in a Feb. 16 appearance before the House Armed Services 
Committee. "When you retire those [first] two, we'll go from 
12 to 10 operational SSBNs out there. That is close to what we 
provide today." 

One longtime Defense Department adviser on naval 
issues said the operational gap was unavoidable once the 
decision was made to extend the SSBN(X) developmental 
effort for a full two years. 

"When you delay [the replacement vessels], the numbers 
available go down because the older boats have to be retired," 
Norman Polmar said in a Thursday interview. "They get worn 
out." 

"Essentially all Ohio class [submarines] will be -- give or 
take a number of months or within -- about 42 years of age at 
their retirement," said Benedict, testifying on Wednesday at a 
hearing of the Senate Armed Services Strategic Forces 
Subcommittee. 

In Thursday testimony before a House Armed Services 
subcommittee, Navy officials indicated there was no 
consideration of extending the service lives of the aging Ohio-
class boats -- a hugely expensive endeavor relative to the 
operational workarounds that could be done instead. 

"The [SSBN(X) procurement] delay results in a 
temporary reduction to 10 available SSBNs in the 2030s 
during the transition period between Ohio and Ohio-
replacement SSBNs," a three-person Navy panel -- led by 
Assistant Secretary for Research, Development and 
Acquisition Sean Stackley -- stated in written testimony. 

Of a total 12 submarines, 10 vessels could be at sea at any 
one time, according to this week's Navy testimony. At any 
given time, the service typically keeps four of its current 14 
nuclear-armed submarines at sea and on alert -- two in the 
Atlantic Ocean and two in the Pacific -- along with four more 
in transit or in training, and another four in port, according to 
experts. 

Two additional submarines are typically in major 
overhaul, when the ships' nuclear reactor is refueled and key 
systems are repaired and updated. 

However, the Navy will stop performing these midlife 
overhauls on Ohio-class submarines that are nearing 
retirement in the coming decades. The SSBN(X) will not 
require a midlife refueling, because its design includes "a 
nuclear fuel core that is sufficient to power the ship for its 

entire expected service life," according to a Congressional 
Research Service report issued last year. 

"Because there are no major SSBN overhauls planned 
during this period, an available force of 10 ships will be able 
to meet the current U.S. Strategic Command's at-sea presence 
requirements, albeit with increased operational risk that stems 
from the reduced force levels," Stackley and his colleagues 
said in their written testimony for the House Armed Services 
Seapower and Projection Forces Subcommittee, referring to 
the 14-year gap in a 12-sub fleet. 

During the verbal question-and-answer session with 
lawmakers, the service officials said the ballistic missile 
submarine fleet must be back up to the desired 12-boat level 
by the 2050s, because at that point the Navy will begin taking 
two SSBN(X) subs off line for major maintenance. That will 
once again leave the service with just 10 of the vessels 
operationally available, Stackley said. 

"Eventually we would have to go back to the 12 boats," 
said Vice Adm. John Terence Blake, the deputy chief of naval 
operations for integration of capabilities and resources. 
"Because when those 10 boats start going through their refit 
periods, that's when ... the number has to go back up to 12 in 
order to maintain the requirement for the continuous number 
of boats at sea." 

"We've evaluated it," Greenert, the chief of naval 
operations, testified last month. "And it is equivalent to ... the 
operational availability of SSBNs that we provide today." 

He said the Navy would continue to assess the impact of 
its adjusted plans. 

"We see that to be OK right now," Greenert said. "We'll 
watch it very closely." 

According to the newly released Navy shipbuilding plan, 
the ballistic missile submarine fleet will: 

 Drop from 14 to 13 SSBN submarines in fiscal 2027 
and to 12 vessels a year later. However, a major 
Pentagon policy paper, the 2010 Nuclear Posture 
Review, stated that the nation would "consider 
reducing from 14 to 12 Ohio-class submarines in the 
second half of this decade" -- that is, by 2020 -- 
without affecting the number of deployed warheads 
aboard the vessels; 

 Dip down to a level of 11 fielded submarines in 2029, 
2030 and 2031, and then to 10 such vessels from 
2032 through 2040; 

 Begin building back up again in 2041, once the 
introduction of new SSBN(X) submarines into the 
fleet can compensate for the steady losses of retiring 
Ohio-class vessels; and 

 Return to the desired force level of 12 fielded 
SSBN(X) boats by 2042. 

The length of the delay in returning to a 12-submarine 
force for the nation's sea-based nuclear deterrent is prompting 
some head-scratching. 

"It doesn't make sense that a two-year slip at the 
beginning of the R&D program ... will result in a 14-year 
shortfall in the required [submarine] force level," said the 
nuclear weapons consultant. 

This defense expert said that mounting pressure on the 
federal government to further reduce its defense spending in 
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coming years would likely prompt the Pentagon to draft some 
backup plans to its desired modernization blueprint. 

"Until the [submarine-fielding] schedule is certain, I 
would be surprised if the White House decided to take 
irreversible reductions in other nuclear forces, like ICBMs or 
bombers," the consultant said. "What is going to stop them 
from delaying the [SSBN(X)] program again next year?" 

In fact, the new Navy report for Congress said the "high 
cost for replacing the nation's secure, second-strike nuclear 
deterrent force will have a disproportionate impact" on the 
service's overall shipbuilding budget. 

The Government Accountability Office this month 
estimated the Pentagon will spend $90.4 billion on developing 
and building the nuclear-armed underwater craft, based on 
Defense documents. 

The Pentagon has allotted $565 million in its 2013 budget 
for research and development on the Ohio-class replacement 
submarines, according to a Navy spending outline released last 
month. 

"To cover both the SSBN(X) program as well as other 
shipbuilding programs, yearly shipbuilding expenditures" for a 
decade beginning in fiscal 2023 will require, on average, 
$19.5 billion per year, this week's naval shipbuilding report 
states. "This is over $4 billion more per year than in the near-
term planning period." 

The Navy is "doing everything in its power to reduce 
projected yearly shipbuilding costs," including "trying to 
reduce" the average SSBN(X) procurement cost "to $5.3 
billion, down from a projected $6 billion," according to the 
document, which called adhering to the shipbuilding budget 
plan "the key challenge" for the Defense Department for the 
next 30 years. 

In seeking ways to cut SSBN(X) expenditures, "the 
question is, what [capabilities] do you give up?" Polmar said. 
The number of missiles each vessel is able to accommodate 
might be reduced below the currently anticipated 16, he said. 

"And secondly, my understanding [is that] they're giving 
up certain nonacoustic stealth features -- and that could be 
critical," Polmar told Global Security Newswire. "[This] 
borders on the criminal if you consider these submarines will 
be around in the next 50 years or so." 

If the service is unable to sustain the $19.5 billion-a-year 
average cap on shipbuilding, "plans to recapitalize the nation's 
secure second-strike nuclear deterrent and the Navy's 
conventional battle force will have to be dramatically changed, 
and the overall size of the battle force will drop below the 
levels needed to meet all naval presence and warfighting 
requirements," the Navy report warns. 
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33. Shrinking Fleet 
The Navy will withdraw from service three ships at Pearl Harbor in the next two years 
(HONOLULU STAR-ADVERTISER 30 MAR 12) ... William Cole 

The Navy plans to decommission three Pearl Harbor ships 
in fiscal 2013 — a move that would drop the surface fleet to 
eight, affect ship repair jobs and take millions from Hawaii’s 
economy. 

“It’s not good news that we’re losing ships,” said Iain 
Wood, president of the Ship Repair Association of Hawaii and 
chief operations officer with Pacific Shipyards International, 
which does contract work for the Navy at Pearl Harbor 
Shipyard’s Drydock 4. “It’s going to be less work. There’s no 
two ways around it.” 

About 90 percent of the shipyard’s efforts are directed at 
submarine work, and private contractor BAE Systems Hawaii 
Shipyards performs surface ship jobs using an on-island 
workforce of about 650, including subcontractors. 

The Navy revealed plans March 12 to deactivate the Pearl 
Harbor-based frigate Crommelin on Oct. 31, the cruiser Port 
Royal on March 31, 2013, and the frigate Reuben James on 
Aug. 30, 2013. Both frigates will be headed for foreign 
military sale. 

In 2014 the Navy plans to retire the cruiser Chosin, but 
Pearl Harbor is expected to gain a new destroyer, the Michael 
Murphy, named after a Hawaii-based SEAL commando who 
was killed in Afghanistan in 2005 and who received the Medal 
of Honor for his bravery. 

The loss of the three Navy ships this year and next means 
about 800 fewer crew members and their families and 
elimination of salaries, contracts and spending related to the 
ships. 

U.S. Sen. Daniel Inouye’s office said earlier this month 
that the Navy over the next two years plans to call for an 
increase in the number of submarines based or coming for 

shipyard work at Pearl Harbor, with up to five more subs 
being added to Hawaii's 19-boat fleet. 

Among the additions planned are two more Virginia-class 
attack submarines — one in fiscal year 2013 and another in 
2014, Inouye’s office said. 

The additional submarine presence should make up for 
the surface ship loss, the Hawaii Democrat’s office said, 
adding that the Navy gave assurances that there will be no 
negative effects on the shipyard workload in the next 10 years. 
That’s a cumulative assessment, with the surface ship side of 
the work still diminishing. 

The Navy yard is the largest industrial employer in the 
state with a combined civilian and military workforce of more 
than 4,900 and an economic impact of $907 million a year. 

Surface ship contractors may be able to get other work at 
Drydock 4, officials have said. Additionally, an increase in 
submarines could provide the opportunity for surface ship 
workers to pick up some jobs. 

“I think a positive thing for the state is if the shipyard 
itself has a high workload … and that could translate into us 
providing support for the sub side any way we can,” Wood 
said. 

The Defense Department's budget request for 2013, 
released in February, sets out $487 billion in cuts over the next 
10 years. 

Among the decisions made by the Navy was to retire 
seven cruisers early, including the Port Royal and Chosin, to 
save on upgrade and repair costs. 

The Navy’s just-released longrange ship construction plan 
said there are 282 warships now, with 300 expected by 2019. 
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The report said the Pearl Harbor submarine La Jolla will 
be converted to a “moored training ship” in 2015, and the City 
of Corpus Christi will be deactivated. 

The submarine Houston will be deactivated in 2016, 
according to the Navy plan, while the Bremerton and 
Jacksonville would be removed from service in 2017. 
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34. Pentagon Confident In F-35 Buy Schedule 
(DEFENSE NEWS 31 MAR 12) ... Marcus Weisgerber 

The U.S. Defense Department believes the military 
services will be able to purchase large quantities of the F-35 
Joint Strike Fighter late in the decade, despite competing 
modernization priorities and a relatively flat Pentagon budget. 

A report sent to Congress on March 29 details the 
Pentagon’s plan for near peak production rates for the 
Lockheed Martin-built stealth jet beginning in 2018. In that 
year, program officials said they will be able to purchase 110 
jets. By 2021, the production rate will hit 130 jets, which 
includes versions for the U.S. Air Force, Navy and Marine 
Corps. 

But there are serious concerns within the Air Force and 
Navy about whether they will be able to afford the number of 
aircraft projected to be bought later this decade. 

“We worked very closely with all the services, and 
particularly the programming and budgeting staffs of the 
services, to ensure that our program fits within their overall 
total obligation authority for the service in those years,” Air 
Force Maj. Gen. John Thompson, the F-35 deputy program 
executive officer, said in a March 30 briefing with a group of 
reporters in Arlington, Va. 

Late in the decade, around 2018, the Air Force and Navy 
are expected to have a number of expensive programs enter 
production. 

For example, the Air Force’s KC-46A tanker plane, now 
in development, is expected to enter full-rate production in 
that time frame, in addition to a new rescue helicopter, and a 
new bomber program is expected to be well underway. The 
Navy’s Ohio-class submarine replacement, the SSBX(X), is 
projected to consume a large portion of the service’s 
shipbuilding budget. 

In February 2011, then-Defense Secretary Robert Gates 
told Congress he wasn’t sure the services would be able to 
afford all of the modernization programs envisioned in the 
2020s. 

“We continue to be concerned about affordability in the 
long term of the Joint Strike Fighter,” Deputy Defense 
Secretary Ashton Carter said at a March 8 conference 
sponsored by McAleese & Associates and Credit Suisse. 

DoD now plans to fully ramp up production of Marine 
Corps and Navy F-35s at a pace of 50 jets per year in 2018, 
according to DoD’s recently updated selected acquisition 
report for the program. Last year’s report projected 50-
aircraft-per-year buys beginning in 2017. 

Program officials are expecting the Navy and Marine 
Corps jets to be evenly split at 25. 

Air Force production is expected to hit 60 jets in 2018 and 
peak at 80 jets in 2021. Last year’s report projected 80-
aircraft-per-year buys beginning in 2017. 

“As we got closer out to the end of the [five-year future 
years defense plan], based on our analysis of Lockheed 
Martin’s capabilities and based on the production desires of 
the services and partners, we elected to go into a gradual 
production ramp,” Thompson said. 

The deputy program manager expressed optimism that the 
Air Force could reach that 80-aircraft-per year goal. Those 
numbers might have to be tweaked to accommodate 
international purchases, Thompson noted. 

“We’ve been given a production profile to plan to [and] 
we’re doing that,” Steve O’Bryan, Lockheed’s vice president 
for F-35 program integration and business development, said 
March 30. 

The estimated cost per jet varies depending on a multitude 
of factors, including whether already spent development costs 
are included. 

Using 2012 dollar values, the program office projects the 
Air Force version of the jet, the aircraft being purchased by 
most international customers, to cost $78.7 million. 

The carrier version’s recurring flyaway cost is projected 
at $87 million, and the Marine Corps’ short-takeoff, vertical-
landing version at $106 million, also using 2012 dollar values. 

The average procurement unit cost of all versions, 
including contractor services, publications, training and 
support equipment and other items, comes in at about $109 
million per jet. 

Despite the cost increases, Lockheed said the F-35’s cost 
will be on par with the F-16, one of the combat jets it is 
designed to replace. The company believes the Air Force 
version of the F-35 will cost closer to $70 million per aircraft. 

Company officials said this is on par with the F-16, since 
the F-35 comes with additional equipment not included in F-
16 cost estimates, such as a targeting pod. 

Using then-year dollar estimates, DoD now says the entire 
F-35 program will cost $396 billion, $17 billion more than it 
estimated last year, according to the selected acquisition 
report. The overall sustainment cost for the program is 
estimated at about $1.1 trillion, according to the document. 

DoD officials project the F-35 program will cost $1.51 
trillion over 55 years. That cost includes production, 
development, operations, sustainment and other items, 
according to program officials. The program cost estimate last 
year was $1.38 trillion. That’s a $124.2 billion, or 9 percent, 
increase. 

The new estimate also adds two and a half years to the 
program. 

Slowing procurement of the F-35 in the near term, as laid 
out in DoD’s 2013 budget request, will add nearly $6.2 billion 
in procurement and development costs. DoD removed 179 F-
35s from planned buys between 2013 and 2017. 

“As we have restructured and rebaselined our 
development program, as we’ve flattened our production ramp 
and as we’ve addressed the life-cycle costs going forward ... 
we are confident that the program that we have now 
established is executable,” Thompson said. 

The program has experienced issues with the jet’s helmet-
mounted display and the carrier-version tail hook. 

“We have the appropriate resources, we have the time to 
do the work the correct way and we absolutely, positively 
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have the support of all the services, our eight international 
partners and our growing posse ... of [foreign military sales] 
customers,” Thompson said. 

Frank Kendall, the acting Pentagon acquisition executive, 
approved the new F-35 baseline March 26, Thompson said. 
The program has not been rebaselined since 2002. 

“That acquisition-program baseline essentially reflects 
our revised program, sets our cost, schedule and technical 
performance going forward. It updates us from base year ’02 
to base year ’12 dollars, [and] breaks the program down into 
two major subprograms — aircraft and engine,” Thompson 
said. 

Kendall gave the OK on March 28 to continue 
development and low-rate production. DoD sent the revised F-

35 numbers to Congress in its selected acquisition reports 
March 29. 

“A large portion of the [authorization memo Kendall 
signed] was devoted to affordability targets for the program, 
both in the unit recurring flyaway cost and then cost per flying 
hour,” Thompson said. 

“We have got to drive cost out of the program. 
Affordability is a major focus on the program going forward, 
but we know we can’t just concentrate on affordability,” 
Thompson said. “We have issues, such as software 
development, that we have to dependably deliver.” 

Lockheed is three months behind on software 
development, O’Bryan said. The company has built a $150 
million “mission systems lab” to test new software and has 
hired 200 new software engineers to work on these issues. 
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35. No Surprises Among New Cost-Breach Programs 
(DEFENSE NEWS 30 MAR 12) ... Christopher P. Cavas 

Only three new Pentagon programs breached the critical 
Nunn-McCurdy cost growth threshold this year, the Defense 
Department says, and all new breaches were due to the 
programs being severely cut back or canceled. 

Similar situations affected a number of other acquisition 
programs that showed significant cost changes over the past 
year. 

The annual Selected Acquisition Report (SAR) 
summaries were released March 30, covering 83 weapon 
programs in various stages of production. Nunn-McCurdy 
breaches occur primarily when a program's unit cost rises 25 
percent or more, and can trigger a number of revalidation 
requirements or cancellation. 

The three new Nunn-McCurdy breaches for 2011 are: 

 The AIM-9X Block I air-to-air missile. The breach 
happened because procurement of Block I missiles 
was cut from 10,142 to 3,142 missiles as the program 
moved to Block II missiles. The reduction in the 
number of missiles to be bought drove the unit costs 
up 49 percent over the existing price baseline. 

 The Avionics Modernization Program (AMP) for the 
C-130 transport aircraft, canceled in the 2013 budget 
request. 

 The Joint Land Attack Cruise Missile Defense 
Elevated Netted Sensor System (JLENS) radar 
system, which more than doubled its unit cost when 
the test program was cut from 16 to two systems. 

Other programs experiencing unit cost hikes after cuts in 
the overall buy include the Navy's Joint High Speed Vessel 
(JHSV) — cut from 13 to six ships — and the Air Force's RQ-
4 Global Hawk unmanned aircraft system, where acquisition 
of 21 Block 30 aircraft was cancelled. 

The Navy's CVN 78-class aircraft carrier program saw an 
increase of $2.23 billion, or 5.5 percent, in its overall cost, 
due, the Pentagon said, to revised escalation indices and 
estimates for non-recurring engineering, the dual-band radar, 
and variances in construction performance. The Navy has 
stated repeatedly that many fundamental problems with the 
program are long-standing in nature, many coming from 
earlier decisions to push too much new technology into the 
design before the costs were understood. 

The F-35 Joint Strike Fighter program, as expected, and 
was reported by the SAR in increased detail. 
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36. Missile Defense Budget Falls $810M For 2013 
(NAVY TIMES 31 MAR 12) ... Christopher P. Cavas 

The $7.75 billion fiscal 2013 budget request for the 
Missile Defense Agency maintains procurement levels for 
most missile and development systems but features several 
reductions, including seven fewer Aegis ballistic-missile 
defense warship conversions and the inactivation of the Sea-
Based X-Band floating radar based in Alaska. 

The request is about $810 million less than the amount 
Congress appropriated for MDA last year. 

The Pentagon’s decision to retire seven cruisers in 2013 
and 2014 reduces the total number of cruisers and destroyers 
to be converted to 32 ships. Three of those conversions are 
being requested in 2013, but no more are scheduled through 
2017. 

One of the ships scheduled to be retired already has been 
upgraded with BMD capability, while the other six had been 
planned for the conversion. 

The Navy also is scheduled to deliver four new destroyers 
with BMD through 2017, creating a force of 36 anti-ballistic 
missile ships. 

Demand for BMD ships from combatant commanders — 
the senior officers in charge of regions such as U.S. Central 
Command in the Persian Gulf or U.S. Pacific Command — 
has been high, and the reductions could be a source of 
concern. 

“One oversight issue for Congress on the Aegis BMD 
program has been whether the demands from U.S. regional 
military commanders for BMD-capable Aegis ships are 
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growing faster than the number of BMD-capable Aegis ships,” 
Ron O’Rourke, a naval analyst with the Congressional 
Research Service, wrote in an email to Navy Times. 

But Navy officials have said the plan to begin basing four 
BMD destroyers in Rota, Spain, in 2014 would mean those 
ships would be closer to their Mediterranean operating areas. 

“The decline in the ramp-up rate in the number of BMD-
capable Aegis ships might be viewed as having been more or 
less offset, at least for certain years, by the plan to forward-
homeport four BMD-capable Aegis ships at Rota,” O’Rourke 
wrote. 

The SBX, a giant radar fitted on a floating platform 
similar to an oil rig, was intended to be stationed in the 
Aleutian Islands to discover and track ballistic missiles, 
including test launches and missiles launched in Asia aimed at 
the U.S. But the region’s foul weather has meant that, since 
the radar arrived in early 2006, it has spent much of its time 
undergoing maintenance and repairs in Hawaii. 

The SBX will be put into a “limited test operations status 
for affordability reasons,” Army Lt. Gen. Patrick O’Reilly, 
MDA director, told the House Armed Services Committee on 

March 6. More than $176 million was allocated last year for 
SBX, dropping to $9.7 million in 2013. 

Development of the Obama administration’s Phased 
Adaptive Approach, the effort to create shore-based ballistic-
missile defenses in Europe, is continuing, with $158 million 
being requested for Phase II. The effort includes long-lead 
material for the Aegis Ashore missile battery in Romania, and 
initial testing of the system in New Jersey. 

Funding for PAA Phase III isn’t scheduled until 2016, 
when $144 million is programmed. Further phases are 
scheduled for 2018 and 2020. 

One of the biggest chunks of BMD spending concerns 
Ground-based Midcourse Defense, an effort that includes the 
Exoatmospheric Kill Vehicle, extensive ground 
communications, fire control and launch systems, and missile 
interceptors at Fort Greely, Alaska, and Vandenberg Air Force 
Base, Calif. The 2013 request asks for $903 million, down 
from $1.16 billion in 2012. For 2012 through 2017, GMD 
spending tops out at nearly $4.6 billion. 

Only Aegis BMD counts for more in the MDA budget. 
The 2013 request asks for $992 million, adding up to nearly 
$4.9 billion through 2017. 
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37. Carrier Air Wing 14 Deactivation Cancelled 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 30 MAR 12) ... Defense Media Activity - Navy 

WASHINGTON -- The Navy directed U.S. Pacific Fleet 
and Naval Air Forces to stop, and reverse the deactivation 
process for carrier air wing (CVW) 14 in a memo dated March 
20. 

The National Defense Authorization Act, signed into law 
Dec. 31, 2011, mandates that the Navy maintain a minimum of 
10 carrier air wings and a dedicated and fully staffed 
headquarters for each carrier air wing. 

Aircraft carriers along with their embarked air wings are 
the center pieces of America's naval forces. With more than 40 

assigned aircraft, carrier airwings bring flexibility, strike 
capabilities, and needed lift to naval component and 
combatant commanders around the globe. 

CVW-14 is based out of Lemoore, Calif., and is 
comprised of Marine Fighter Attack Squadron 323, Strike 
Fighter Squadron 154, Strike Fighter Squadron 147, Strike 
Fighter Squadron 146, Helicopter Anti-Submarine Squadron 
4, Early Warning Squadron 113, Electronic Attack Squadron 
139 and Fleet Logistics Squadron 31, Detachment 1. 
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BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
38. Perry Group, U.S. Navy To Commemorate War Of 1812 
(SANDUSKY (OH) REGISTER 30 MAR 12) 

PUT-IN-BAY -- The Perry Group and Perry's Victory and 
International Peace Memorial superintendent, Blanca 
Stransky, delivered a commemorative flag this week to the 
U.S. Secretary of Navy in recognition of the 200 year 
anniversary of the War of 1812. 

The flag is stitched with the words "Don't give up the 
ship," the dying command of James Lawrence in 1813 aboard 
the USS Chesapeake. 

“The flag draped over the shoulder of Commodore Oliver 
Hazard Perry – as pictured in the Halls of Congress, U.S. 
Naval Academy Museum, and Ohio State House – include 
these instructional yet inspirational words that helped chart the 
course of victory for America against the British in the War of 
1812,” says David Zavagno, chairman of The Perry Group’s 
Battle of Lake Erie Bicentennial Committee, which has been 
planning its tribute for over three years. 

The Battle of Lake Erie, which took place near South 
Bass Island, is remembered for being a key turning point in 

the War of 1812. Oliver Hazard Perry led the U.S. Naval fleet 
to its first-ever victory over the Britsh navy. 

The Navy has planned a 15-city tour to commemorate the 
bicentennial of the war. The closest visit will be in Cleveland 
on Aug. 27-Sept. 4 and will feature Navy ships and special 
events. 

The national monument's observation deck, which has 
been closed for renovations on South Bass Island for several 
years, will reopen this summer for the bicentennial. 

“The bicentennial of the Battle of Lake Erie activities 
represent far more than a celebration of quaint relics from a 
bygone era,” said Zavagno in a statement. “They address the 
noble aspirations of the people. They speak not only of what 
has passed, but also to what endures: ingenuity, bravery and 
the sensational appetite for freedom.” 

According to the Perry Group, tall ships representing the 
U.S. and Great Britain will gather in the Put-in-Bay area, and 
there also will be a re-enactment of the Battle of Lake Erie to 
commemorate the occasion, something Zavagno says is 
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designed to really bring home what “this pivotal conflict” 
represents to all Americans. 

Along with the massive reenactment, Zavagno said The 
Perry Group is working on these proposed events: 

2012 

 June 18: Declaration of War followed by tolling bells 
and the raising of 15-star flags. 

 Aug. 27 - Sept, 4: Navy War of 1812 week in 
Cleveland, VIP On Board arrival 

 Aug. 30: The Perry Group-sponsored “Bicentennial 
Welcome Ceremony” on board the USS De Wert. 

 Sept. 8: The 199th Anniversary of the Battle of Lake 
Erie celebrated in conjunction with the Coast Guard 
and Navy. 

2013 

 Aug. 29 - 30: “Parade of Sail” around the Western 
Basin with 15 to 18 Tall Ships; the Tall Ships will 
then be located in the proposed following ports for 
the Bicentennial Celebration: Amherstburg, 
Kingsville, Leamington, Monroe, Toledo, Port 

Clinton, Catawba Island Club, Pelee Island, Put-in-
Bay, Kelleys Island, Huron/Sandusky. 

 Aug. 31: Musical concert(s). 

 Sept. 1: Parade of boaters in conjunction with the 
Navy and Coast Guard around Put-in-Bay; The Ohio 
State Marching Band. 

 Sept. 2: Battle of Lake Erie re-enactment. 

 Sept. 7 - 10: U.S. Navy returns to the Great Lakes 
and Put-in-Bay (Proposed). 

 Sept. 10: USS Niagara returns; bicentennial 
ceremonies including statewide bell ringing, sunset 
salute and wreath laying. 

Check out the following website for schedules and 
descriptions of events and information about ticket prices for 
the activities. http://www.battleoflakeerie-bicentennial.com. 

Broadcast Clip  Navy Celebrates Bicentennial Of The 
War Of 1812 

(ALL HANDS UPDATE 30 MAR 12) U.S. Navy 
View Clip (RT: 1:01) 
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39. Albany Money Will Aid Effort To Remember The War Of 1812 
(NEW YORK TIMES 30 MAR 12) ... Thomas Kaplan 

The War of 1812 is finally getting some respect. 
For years, budget woes have led New York State officials 

to reject calls to commemorate the bicentennial of the war — a 
footnote to many people, but a revered piece of American 
history to residents of upstate communities where battles were 
waged. 

As part of the budget agreement struck in Albany this 
week, lawmakers and Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo, who last year 
vetoed a bill setting up a state War of 1812 commission, 
finally found some money to help pay for events marking the 
bicentennial of the war, which began with the United States’ 
declaration of war against Britain on June 18, 1812. 

The budget, which the Legislature was expected to finish 
approving on Friday, provides $450,000 to the New York 
Council for the Humanities. The council plans to use some of 
the money to provide grants for War of 1812 programming, 
particularly in upstate communities like Buffalo, Plattsburgh 
and Sackets Harbor that were 1812 battlegrounds. 

“These communities were facing the possibility of missed 
opportunities for 1812 tourism,” said Sara Ogger, the 
executive director of the council, which pressed lawmakers to 
find whatever they could to finance 1812 programming. 

Of course, the state financing is a pittance compared with 
what some other governments are investing in their 
commemorations. Maryland, for example, is seeking to create 
a $25 million budget, and the Canadian government has 
earmarked $28 million for re-enactments, restoration of 
historic sites and even a war-themed iPhone app. 

Here, the festivities being envisioned are more modest. 
The Council for the Humanities will use the money to expand 
the war-related mini-grants it offers for programs like lectures, 
historical exhibitions and conferences between now and the 
200th anniversary of the war’s conclusion in 1815. 

“The lucky thing is that it was a long, drawn-out war,” 
Ms. Ogger said. “There’s still time.” 
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40. Congress' Message To DOD: No BRAC For Now, But Cut More In Europe 
(STARS AND STRIPES 31 MAR 12) ... John Vandiver 

STUTTGART, Germany — Overcoming stiff opposition 
on Capitol Hill to any new round of U.S. base closures and 
realignments could hinge on how ambitious Pentagon plans 
are for closing more military facilities in Europe. 

The bolder the proposals for Europe, the better the 
chances of persuading lawmakers to endure two rounds of 
base realignments and closures (BRAC) at home as proposed 
for 2013 and 2015, some military experts say. 

Pentagon officials and senior commanders in Europe are 
drafting a new consolidation plan for Europe installations. The 
plan will contain a set of recommendations for Defense 
Secretary Leon Panetta to consider later this year, according to 
senior defense officials. 

“We definitely believe we can do more to consolidate in 
Europe,” Dorothy Robyn, deputy undersecretary of defense 
for installations and environment, told lawmakers during a 
recent hearing on BRAC before the Senate Armed Services 
Committee. 

Robyn, however, stopped short of naming what facilities 
are under particular scrutiny. Military officials have said only 
they are looking at a wide range of facilities. 

“First, we can reduce the number of discrete installation 
sites we maintain in Europe,” Robyn stated in testimony to 
Congress in March. 
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“We have more than 300 such sites — ranging from small 
communications posts to robust Main Operating Bases — of 
which about 200 house most of our activities.” 

Excess support infrastructure such as warehouses, 
administrative space and housing also are being looked at, she 
said. 

While the Pentagon has made clear it would like to close 
more military installations at home, and needs the 
congressionally authorized BRAC process to do it, several 
influential lawmakers have come out strongly against any such 
move. The mantra in Washington has been “target Europe 
first.” 

It was no different in 2005, when the Pentagon had to 
offer a detailed justification for every base abroad before 
congressmen were willing to consider closing bases in the 
U.S., according to Kori Schake, a National Security Council 
director of defense strategy and requirements during President 
George W. Bush’s first term. 

Schake said she’s surprised that the Pentagon didn’t 
conduct its overseas basing analysis before pushing for 
another BRAC. 

“That Secretary Panetta placed such a low priority on 
Europe in his defense guidance will increase lawmakers’ 
interest in closing bases there,” Schake said. “That forces in 
Europe are being cut, and seem set to be cut further if 
sequestration comes into effect, will incline Congress not to 
agree to any domestic base closures until they see the plan for 
how force cuts will be distributed geographically.” 

The last time Congress authorized a BRAC commission 
was in 2005. Nine commissioners appointed by President 
Bush made a series of base closure and realignment decisions 
that ended up costing more than $35 billion to execute, 
according to the Government Accountability Office. Actual 
savings aren’t expected to be achieved until 2018. 

While many on Capitol Hill are opposed to additional 
BRAC rounds in the coming years, Europe is another matter. 

“What other locations is the department considering 
closing in European Command?” Sen. Claire McCaskill (D-
Mo.) asked during a recent Senate Armed Services Readiness 
and Management Support Subcommittee hearing on BRAC. 
“Is it considering closing Baumholder?” 

Earlier this year, the Pentagon announced that it will 
inactivate the 170th Infantry Brigade in Baumholder, though 
there are no plans yet to shutter the garrison that is regarded 
by the Army as one of its “enduring” communities in Europe. 
In place of the brigade, U.S. Army Europe plans to relocate 
smaller support units to Baumholder rather than close the 
installation. 

Though decisions about base closures overseas are not 
directly part of the BRAC process, Pentagon assessments of 
foreign bases are done in tandem with assessments of 
domestic bases. While domestic bases have lawmakers and 
communities lobbying on their behalf, facilities in Europe do 
not. 

“It’s much easier to reduce installations overseas than it is 
anyplace that has (congressional) representation,” said retired 

Maj. Gen. Mike Jones, an adviser with the Spectrum Group, a 
firm that specializes in assisting communities targeted during 
the BRAC process. “That’s the path of least resistance, but 
that doesn’t necessarily make it the best choice for the nation.” 

During the base structure review in 2005, Schake said, a 
range of criteria was used to evaluate overseas bases. 

Such factors could offer a glimpse into how the Pentagon 
is looking at Europe today. 

According to Schake, key questions in assessing value of 
overseas installations include: 

 Does it contribute to executing war plans and more 
rapid response? 

 Are forces located where they can train and where 
they can train militaries of important partners? 

 Does basing contribute to regional stability for U.S. 
allies? 

 Do domestic bases exist that could serve as cost-
effective alternatives? 

Going forward, as the Pentagon looks for more places to 
consolidate, which facilities might be prime targets? 

“I don’t know that there’s anything that makes anything 
untouchable, or BRAC-proof,” Jones said. “But there are 
things that are very difficult to replace — from the Army’s 
perspective, large maneuver areas that don’t have 
environmental problems and have good ranges.” 

Overseas, there are additional intangible factors to 
consider, such as diplomatic implications of a closure, which 
are hard to measure, Jones said. 

“It’s a lot more complicated overseas in judging the 
military value,” Jones said. “Your presence is making a 
statement.” 

Given budgetary pressures, plans for downsizing the 
overall force and a desire in Washington to see more base 
closures abroad than at home are all factors. 

“My gut feeling is that it’s caused the military to take a 
hard look and see if they have it right (overseas) or if there is 
more to do,” said Jones, a former U.S. Central Command chief 
of staff. 

Since the end of the Cold War, the military presence in 
Europe has gone from a high of 400,000 personnel to roughly 
80,000 today. Current transformation plans will drive that 
number down to about 70,000 troops over the next couple of 
years. Whether the Pentagon is planning for sweeping changes 
or modest adjustments remains to be seen. Still, military 
officials have made clear there is infrastructure to shed. 

Robyn, the Pentagon’s point person for BRAC, during an 
appearance before the House Armed Services Committee 
hearing in March, made clear Europe would be dealt with as 
part of the push for BRAC. 

“However, even a significant reduction of our remaining 
footprint in Europe will not achieve the needed cuts to overall 
infrastructure,” Robyn told lawmakers. “Hence, our request 
for a parallel BRAC process.” 

Return to Index 
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41. USA: Navy’s 50-50 Executive Outreach Visit To Jackson Starts 
(NAVAL TODAY 30 MAR 12) 

Rear Adm. (sel.) Michael Jabaley addressed the 
Mississippi Senate and House of Representatives at the state’s 
capitol on the Navy’s mission and the goal of naval science, 
technology, engineering and mathematics initiatives. 

The Navy 50-50 Program is a new outreach program that 
follows the Navy Week flag officer / Senior Executive Service 
outreach model, featuring 2-3 days of high-level engagements 
with corporate executives, civic leaders, government officials, 
university faculty and administrators, non-profit executive 
directors and members of the media. It is designed to build on 
United States Navy efforts to increase Americans’ 
understanding of the Navy’s mission, capabilities, and 
relevance to national security. 

“The Navy belongs to the people of Jackson just as much 
as to those who live along the ocean,” said Jabaley. “We need 
to continue to share the great things our Navy does and foster 
a better understanding of the Navy’s role in protecting our 
country and maintaining freedom of the seas.” 

During the visit, Jabaley shared that message with 
newspapers and local radio and television stations. He also 
visited Jackson State University and received a briefing on 
Office of Naval Research-funded projects. 

“Investments in science and technology such as those at 
Jackson State help naval forces maintain an advantage as the 
high-tech service of the future, and sustain the vitality of our 
nation’s science, technology, engineering, and mathematics 
workforce,” said Jabaley. Jabaley will also visit Murrah High 
School. He is a 1980 graduate of the school. 

“I had some great teachers, particularly Ms. Pauline 
Tramel and Ms. Pauline Carter,” said Jabaley. “Because of 
their influence, I majored in math and computer science in 
college and have continued working in a very technical field.” 

Broadcast Clip - Navy Veteran Visits High School 
Alma Mater 

(WLBT NBC JACKSON 31 MAR 12) Bert Case 
JACKSON, MS -Jabaley was given a tour of the trophy 

case at Murrah, where he found a soccer trophy he helped win 
back in 1979. 

He said he had fond memories of Murrah where teachers 
Pauline Tramel and Pauline Carter, who made him major in 
math and computer science. He urged students to take the hard 
courses, like math, science and physics because this country 
has a great need for those kinds of college graduates. 

Jabaley is program manager for the $2 billion Virginia 
Class Submarines, one of which, the USS Mississippi will be 
commissioned June 2nd, in Pascagoula. He told us about the 
newest submarine's capability to carry Special Forces, Navy 
Seals and put them ashore. 

"The Virginia Class Submarine can be submerged in 
shallow water, and deploy Navy Seals from various means on 
board the ship. It's an incredible capability," Jabaley said. 

Jabaley had high praise for the current secretary of the 
U.S. Navy, Former Mississippi Governor Ray Mabus. 

"He is really focused on increasing the number of ships 
that we build, being delivered to the Navy, restoring the fleet 
back up to where it needs to be. And he has also done a lot of 
leadership type things, to make sure that the Navy is a better 
employer, more dedicated to serving it's employees, it's 
Sailors, it's officers and the civilian employees of the Navy," 
Jabaley added. 

While the secretary of the Navy selects names for ships, 
the USS Mississippi was not named by Mabus, but a 
predecessor. 

View Clip (RT: 1:51) 
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42. Visiting DFW, Navy Aviator Promotes Unmanned Systems 
(FORT WORTH STAR-TELEGRAM 31 MAR 12) ... Chris Vaughn 

FORT WORTH -- As budget pressures continue to shrink 
the number of Navy Reserve aircraft squadrons, the service's 
top reserve aviator said he is making a case to senior leaders 
for part-time Sailors and pilots to assume a greater role in 
operating and maintaining unmanned systems. 

Unmanned aircraft are revolutionizing military aviation 
and intelligence-gathering simply because they can stay 
airborne so much longer than a plane or helicopter piloted by a 
person. 

In the Navy, systems such as the ScanEagle, Fire Scout 
and Broad Area Maritime Surveillance are gaining traction, 
meaning that more naval flight officers and pilots will pilot 
drones than any gray-haired Top Gun graduate would have 
ever dreamed. 

"We see unmanned systems as a growth industry where 
we can help out the active component," said Rear Adm. Chris 
Sadler, commander of Naval Air Forces Reserve. "Forcewide, 
we're looking at what is the right mix of active and reserve 
personnel." 

Sadler is himself a reservist. A former F-14 Tomcat and 
F/A-18 Hornet pilot, he lives in Grapevine, flies for Delta Air 
Lines and commutes to his Navy job in San Diego. 

He spent three days last week in Fort Worth and Dallas 
meeting with public officials, corporate executives and 
business leaders as part of a Navy campaign to raise its profile 
in areas without a significant naval presence. 

Why Fort Worth was chosen remains unclear: The city is 
home to Naval Air Station Fort Worth, one of three naval 
installations in Texas and a duty station for thousands of 
reservists and active Sailors. 

Sadler said he noticed a recurring theme of support of and 
appreciation for the base's contribution to North Texas. But he 
did not wade into talk about whether the base would be 
vulnerable if the Defense Department made another round of 
base closures. 

As far as aircraft go, the Navy has the fewest at the joint 
reserve facility, far fewer than the Air Force and Marine 
Corps. 

"That's out of my swim lane because the base belongs to 
Navy Installations Command," Sadler said. "But as a customer 
of the base, I'm very satisfied. When we have a joint reserve 
base, things are going to evolve over time with a mix of forces 
and aircraft." 
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The Navy Reserve continues to contract, losing at least 
three squadrons this year, including Fleet Logistics Support 
Squadron 46 at the naval air station, recently named squadron 
of the year in the reserves. 

Next year, the service plans to decommission an E-2 
reserve squadron in New Orleans. Personnel strength will 
decline too, from 66,000 this year to 62,000 next year. 

The Navy Reserve, Sadler said, will likely make roughly 
one-third of its forces operational on a regular basis. 

Broadcast Clip - U.S. Navy Plays Big Role In North 
Texas 

(KTVT CBS DALLAS-FT WORTH 31 MAR 12) 
View Clip (RT: 2:51) 
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43. How To Move A Jet? At This Event, Just Pull It. 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 31 MAR 12) ... Sarah Hutchins 

VIRGINIA BEACH -- For a few seconds, the jet wouldn't 
budge. 

Strapped in a yellow harness, Ensign Rita Johnson 
grasped a rope and inched forward, hoping the 34,000-pound 
F/A-18C Hornet she was tethered to would move with her. 
Then suddenly, the Navy aircraft began to crawl, and 
Johnson's small steps picked up speed. 

In less than 27 seconds, she had moved the Hornet about 
75 feet. She dropped the rope and smiled. It hadn't been as 
tough as she had imagined. 

About 50 people showed up at Oceana Naval Air Station 
on Saturday to try to pull the aircraft as an event for Brute 
Strength Gym in Norfolk. Strike Fighter Squadron VFA-15 
hosted the jet pull, which raised more than $3,000 for the 
Wounded Warrior Project. 

The event brought together the petite and powerful. Some 
who were new to strength sports watched as seasoned 
strongmen chugged water out of gallon jugs and warmed up 
with jump ropes and giant tires. 

But even for the veterans, the jet posed a challenge. 
Professional strongman Andy Deck had pulled cars and 

sleds and competed in strength competitions before. But a 
sleek jet fighter? 

"I don't have anything like this to pull," he joked. 
The oddity is part of the fun, said David Peters, owner of 

Brute Strength Gym. His philosophy on the pulls is simple: 
"The stranger the better." 

Once, during a competition, participants pulled the 
Norfolk bomb squad's truck, he said. 

If the jet pull becomes an annual event - and Peters hopes 
it will - he would like it to upgrade to an even bigger aircraft. 

"Everyone loves to see people pull heavy things," he said. 
Back in the harness, Petty Officer 3rd Class Nicole 

Rodriguez didn't care how fast she moved the jet - participants 
were allowed 75 seconds - as long as it budged. The 24-year-
old tried not to be intimidated by the men digging through T-
shirt boxes to find size XXL. She had tried to flip one of the 
giant tires before her turn at the jet, but ended up walking 
away. 

"My goal is always to finish," she said. "And how many 
people can say they can pull a jet?" 

After 27.83 seconds, she was one of them. 
View Clip (RT: 0:31) 
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44. Lawmaker Wants To Open Commissaries, Exchanges To Disabled Vets 
(NAVY TIMES 09 APR 12) ... Rick Maze 

The impact of troop reductions on commissaries and 
exchanges might be lessened if the stores were opened to 
disabled veterans, Sen. Lindsey Graham, R-S.C., has 
proposed. 

Graham would like to make almost 850.000 veterans with 
disability ratings of 50 percent or higher eligible to shop in the 
military stores to replace sales that would be lost over the next 
five years under a planned reduction of 127,000 active and 
reserve personnel. 

In addition to active, reserve and retired service members 
and their families, Medal of Honor recipients and veterans 
who have service-connected disabilities rated at 100 percent 
are eligible to use the stores. 

The &A000 veterans likely would not overwhelm the 
stores since, realistically, only those living within easy 
commuting distance of installations would use the privilege. 

However, military ID cards are needed to gain acmes to 
bases, and disabled veterans normally do not have them unless 
they are also military retirees. 

Retirees, including those receiving military disability 
retired pay, already have on-base shopping privileges. 

Graham, an Air Force Reserve colonel and ranking 
Republican on the Senate Armed Services Committee's 

personnel panel, raised the idea during a hearing focusing on 
proposed force stricture and benefits cuts. He asked military 
officials to report back to him on whether they would support 
an expansion of the commissary and exchange customer base 
and how the added sales might help the stores. 

He is not the first person to propose giving disabled 
veterans on-base shopping privileges, but the idea has never 
caught on because off-base stares have complained about 
government-subsidized competition and others have raised 
concerns about base security in the post-9/11 era. "Exchanges 
are good deals for the members and their families, and we 
want to make it sustainable," Graham said. "If we are going to 
draw down the force, we're going to lose customers and this 
might be one way of getting a larger customer base.' 

JoAnn Rooney, the acting under secretary of defense for 
personnel and readiness, said in her written statement to the 
panel that the average family of four saves $4,500 a year by 
shopping at commissaries, an average 32 percent savings over 
off-base grocery stores. 

Taxpayers provide an annual subsidy of $1.4 million to 
the commissary system, she said, but customers saved a 
combined $2.8 billion. 
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The 'subsidy for commissaries has been a target for 
budget cutters, but Rooney said there are no plans to cut the 
support. 

Military exchanges, which don't receive direct taxpayer 
subsidies, save shoppers an average of 20 percent over off-
base stores, according to the National Military Family 
Association. 
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45. Senators Welcome Navy Commitment For Third Modernization Project At Portsmouth Naval 
Shipyard 

(FOSTER (NH) DAILY DEMOCRAT 31 MAR 12) 
WASHINGTON, D.C. — U.S. Sens. Olympia J. Snowe, 

R-Maine, Susan Collins, R-Maine, Jeanne Shaheen, D-N.H., 
and Kelly Ayotte, R-N.H. Friday welcomed the U.S. Navy's 
notification to the Senate Appropriations Committee that it 
plans to carry out a $15.8 million project for energy 
conservation and repairs to the Removable Submarine Covers 
(RSCs) at the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard (PNSY) this year. 

The notification is the third modernization project for the 
shipyard announced this month. Contract awards were 
previously announced for modernization and renovation of 
Buildings 174 and 178. The expected contract value of this 
project and the two previous contracts brings the total amount 
of investments in PNSY announced this month to $92 million. 

Collins is a member of the Senate Appropriations 
Committee. She, along with fellow Armed Services 
Committee members Shaheen and Ayotte, and Snowe, a 
member of the Senate Select Committee on Intelligence, have 
strongly urged the Navy to develop a plan to fund 
infrastructure maintenance and improvements at PNSY and 
the nation's three other public shipyards. The final version of 
the fiscal year 2012 National Defense Authorization Act 
included a provision authored by Maine's and New 
Hampshire's senators that requires the Navy to submit a 
modernization plan to Congress no later than Sept. 1 this year. 

"Today's announcement shows that the Navy remains 
committed to significant investments in Portsmouth Naval 
Shipyard to ensure it will remain an important submarine 
repair facility and a bedrock of economic activity in southern 
Maine and New Hampshire for decades to come," said the 

senators in a joint statement. "We have long advocated for the 
Navy to address modernization needs at the shipyard, and 
we're pleased that with the three projects announced this 
month, the more than half a billion dollars worth of 
backlogged projects that exist at PNSY are steadily being 
addressed. Portsmouth's workers set the standard for quality 
submarine repairs, and they deserve facilities to match their 
level of skill." 

In November 2010, the Government Accountability 
Office issued a report, requested by Collins and Shaheen, that 
found the Navy's modernization requirements at the nation's 
four public shipyards were underestimated. In March 2011, 
the Navy announced plans to invest approximately $100 
million in facility upgrades and modernization at PNSY in 
Fiscal Year 2012. The funding, provided through the 
Sustainment, Restoration and Modernization budget, is to be 
used for energy conservation and repairs to submarine 
enclosures, building renovations, repair to the waterfront 
support facility and structural repair and consolidation of the 
yard's workshops. 

According to the Navy, the project announced today will 
restore and modernize the RSCs by repairing the structural 
integrity of the facility, structural tie downs, and west end 
stairway. The project will also modernize the facility's HVAC 
units, electrical systems, and lighting systems. The project will 
result in a net reduction of energy consumption of 8812 
MBTUs per year, which is equivalent to removing 73 homes 
from the power grid. 
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46. New Organ Eyed For Revision Of Accord On U.S. Military In Japan 
(KYODO NEWS 02 APR 12) 

TOKYO -- Japan and the United States are working on 
establishing a consultative organ concerning proposals to 
revise a bilateral agreement governing the operations of U.S. 
military forces in Japan in connection with the ongoing review 
of the realignment plan for U.S. forces in Japan, Japanese 
government sources said Sunday. 

At the new venue on a possible revision of the Status of 
Forces Agreement, Japan will be represented by the foreign 
and defense ministers and the governors of the 14 base-hosting 
prefectures, while the United States side will be headed by the 
ambassador to Japan, the sources said. 

Japanese Prime Minister Yoshihiko Noda, who may visit 
Washington in late April or early May, will seek to strike an 
agreement with U.S. President Barack Obama on relevant 
issues including when the organ should be set up, they said. 

The envisioned organ will discuss such issues as whether 
SOFA clauses on the jurisdiction over crimes committed by 
military and civilian personnel at U.S. bases should be revised, 
they said. 

Okinawa hosts the bulk of U.S. military forces in Japan 
and many people there have complained about U.S. military-
related noise, accidents and crimes. 

The sources said the Japanese government hopes that 
starting talks in a new body on revision of SOFA will help 
assuage dissatisfaction in Okinawa and lead to progress in 
breaking the stalemate over the relocation of the U.S. Marine 
Corps' Futenma Air Station in Ginowan within Okinawa, a 
plan Okinawa has firmly opposed. 

The venue will be modeled after a liaison conference of 
the U.S. ambassador and the Japanese foreign and defense 
ministers and the governors of the base-hosting prefectures 
which met in 2008 for the first time and has not met since, 
they said. 

The base-hosting prefectures have been demanding a 
fundamental review of SOFA clauses, but the two 
governments have stopped short of meeting the call and only 
modified operational implementations of the accord. 
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Nago Mayor Urges Defense Chief Tanaka To Scrap 
Futenma Relocation Plan 

(KYODO NEWS 01 APR 12) 
NAHA, Japan -- Nago Mayor Susumu Inamine on 

Saturday urged Defense Minister Naoki Tanaka to scrap a plan 
to relocate a key U.S. base within Okinawa Prefecture. 

"I want (the government) to scrap the relocation plan," 
Inamine told Tanaka in a meeting also attended by 11 other 
municipality chiefs in northern Okinawa. 

It is the first time Tanaka has met with Inamine since he 
became defense chief in January. 

Nago is designated as the site for a new facility that 
would replace the flight functions of the U.S. Marines' 
Futenma Air Station in Ginowan, also in the prefecture. 

Tanaka told the meeting that it is difficult to move 
forward with the relocation plan without local understanding 
and that he wants to find a breakthrough. 
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47. NRD Dallas Sailors Roll Up Their Sleeves For American Red Cross 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 30 MAR 12) ... Navy Recruiting District Dallas Public Affairs 

IRVING, Texas -- Sailors and civilian employees 
assigned to Navy Recruiting District (NRD) Dallas rolled up 
their sleeves for the command's American Red Cross Blood 
Drive, March 30 at the command's headquarters building in 
Irving. 

A total of 23 Sailors participated in the blood drive, which 
was the second the command has held since September 2011. 

According to the Red Cross, blood drives like this one are 
vital to maintaining the supply of donated blood nationwide. 
Blood supply levels throughout the country are so critical that 
if all donations ceased the Red Cross would be completely out 
of blood within two days. 

"About 80 percent of the U.S. population are qualified to 
donate blood," said Red Cross Team Leader Jennifer Diaz. 
"However, only 20 percent actually contribute." 

Each donation of a pint of blood can be used to save up to 
three lives, according the Red Cross. This is especially critical 

when a child needs a blood transplant. The average adult can 
have between 10 and 12 pints of blood in their system, but a 
newborn infant can have as little as one cup. 

Blood donation is a safe and simple process; however 
there are steps potential donors should take before giving. 
Diaz said it is important for members to have a nutritious meal 
before donating as well as drinking plenty of fluids, preferably 
water. 

"A good meal and fluids will help prevent individuals 
from feeling faint," Diaz said. "Although a lot of it can be 
psychological, they may just concentrate too much on the 
needle." 

For the a few of the Sailors participating, the blood drive 
had a very personal meaning behind it. 

"I lost a brother from kidney failure," said Builder 2nd 
Class Charles C. Robb. "So I try to give as often as I can." 
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48. ‘Fly Navy’ Sign Becomes Instant Landmark 
North Island celebrates role as birthplace of naval aviation 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 31 MAR 12) ... Jeanette Steele 

There’s a new landmark on San Diego Bay, one of a 
military stripe. 

Officials at North Island Naval Air Station have erected a 
lighted sign that reads “Fly Navy” as a celebration of the 
region’s role as the birthplace of naval aviation. 

The $76,000 sign was mounted in January on the side of a 
building and faces northeast across the bay, toward Lindbergh 
Field. 

The 14-foot-tall blue letters are illuminated between 
sunset and 11 p.m. When lit, the words are easily visible from 
Harbor Island and Interstate 5. 

Navy officials in Coronado think nothing else like it 
exists at other naval bases in the United States. Maybe even 
the world. 

The idea came out of last year’s commemoration of the 
100-year anniversary of the Navy’s first foray into flying, a 
spokeswoman said. The Navy requisitioned its first plane in 
1911, and the first naval officer to get flight training did so at 
North Island. 

The Navy celebrated with a historic air show over the bay 
in February 2011. 

“Naval Base Coronado wanted to honor all aviators 
during this extraordinary milestone with a symbol of pride,” 
base spokeswoman Angelic Dolan said in a written statement. 

They thought a permanent “Fly Navy” monument would 
“increase the pride and esprit de corps among men and women 

in the military, veterans and the San Diego community,” she 
said. 

The Coronado base is still the beating heart of naval 
aviation. The commander of all Navy air forces, a three-star 
admiral called the “air boss,” has his office at North Island. 
And the base also is home to the majority of West Coast 
helicopter squadrons, and a nuclear-powered aircraft carrier. 

The sign went in place without fanfare — in fact, some 
people who work at the base didn’t know it was there. 

The San Diego Regional Chamber of Commerce sees it as 
an “instant landmark,” said Chief Executive Ruben Barrales. 

“It is an iconic reminder that the Navy — specifically, 
Navy aviation —is a bedrock of San Diego’s history, economy 
and future,” he said. 

To Michael Stepner, an urban design professor at San 
Diego’s NewSchool of Architecture and Design, the Navy’s 
addition is akin to the Santa Fe Depot sign above the historic 
downtown train station. 

“It’s one of those kind of things that symbolizes who we 
are as a city — versus the signs that say Target and the names 
of banks,” said Stepner, who once served as the architect for 
the city of San Diego. “I sort of like it.” 

Joe Nicholson, a faculty member in NewSchool’s Digital 
Media Arts department, said there’s nothing aesthetically 
wrong with the sign. 
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But it raises questions about commercial-style 
advertisements being placed around San Diego Bay, he said. 
(Navy officials say the sign will have value as a recruiting 
tool.) 

Will other government agencies — the Coast Guard on 
North Harbor Drive, or perhaps San Diego County — begin 
splashing their messages in lights along the waterfront? 

“The bay is a pretty special place in San Diego,” 
Nicholson said. “Is it the appropriate place for any kind of 
commercial advertisement?” 

This move follows the trend of cities adding more lights 
to the urban landscape, he said. Any time a government or a 
business lights up a new structure, Nicholson said, it raises 
two questions: Is it light pollution? And is it wasting energy? 

If a company in downtown San Diego wanted to put its 
name in lights, it would have to follow the city’s sign 

restrictions for size, materials and the like, Nicholson said. 
“That’s what the codes are for.” 

The NewSchool design teacher gave the Navy good 
marks for energy consumption. 

Base officials chose GE high-output florescent lamps. 
They are significantly more energy-efficient than older 
florescent lights and last longer, Dolan said. They are also less 
expensive than LED lights, she said. 

The North Island sign has precursors around San Diego 
County. 

Aircraft carriers docked at the Coronado air station often 
light up their hull numbers. 

And, the naval landing craft unit at Camp Pendleton 
advertises its loyalties with a “Go Navy” sign painted 
prominently on a wall facing I-5. 
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NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
49. Panetta: Political Dysfunction Threatens Security 
(WASHINGTON POST 30 MAR 12) ... Walter Pincus 

“Dysfunction in Washington ... threatens our security and 
raises questions about the capacity of our democracy to 
respond to crisis.” 

That warning came from Defense Secretary Leon E. 
Panetta Thursday night at a dinner sponsored by Center for the 
Study of the Presidency and Congress, which had just given 
him its Eisenhower Award for excellence in leadership. 

He called the dysfunction “a political crutch” and “not a 
part of the American spirit.” 

Behind Panetta’s remarks is the frustration he feels 
looking at the current political deadlock in Congress over 
deficit reduction. He has been there before — as chairman of 
the House Budget Committee, director of the Office of 
Management and Budget, and chief of staff at the White 
House. 

“One thing that I’ve learned over my career is that 
governing requires people coming together to get things done, 
not to pound their fists on the table and stand in the way,” he 
told an audience that included present and former government 
officials, members of Congress, defense industry 
representatives and dozens of college students. 

The Obama administration’s defense strategy and budget 
now before Congress, Panetta said, came after tough internal 
Pentagon negotiations among senior military officers from all 
the services, who realize the budget crisis required 

compromises on personnel levels and weapons programs. No 
service got all it wanted or thought it needed. That proved, 
Panetta said, “it’s still possible to forge consensus and take the 
long-term view at the highest levels of government” 

Panetta concluded by recalling that the nation got through 
World War II with “the greatest generation”; one lesson from 
Eisenhower, he said, was that “the service and sacrifice of a 
single generation can leave all of us a better life.” 

He referred to today’s all-volunteer military, which for 
more than 10 years has fought in Iraq and Afghanistan as the 
“next greatest generation of Americans.” 

“Surely, if this next greatest generation is willing to take 
the risks necessary to keep America safe, our political 
leadership should be willing to take the risks necessary to 
solve the problems facing this nation,” Panetta said. 

Panetta’s predecessor, Robert Gates, last December gave 
the same type of lecture, in which he talked about 
Washington’s short supply of “civility, mutual respect, putting 
country before self and country before party, listening to and 
learning from one another, not pretending to have all the 
answers and not demonizing those with whom we differ.” 

Gates, too, talked about politicians’ inability “to sustain 
bipartisan strategies and policies needed to address our very 
real and serious problems.” 

There must be something good in the Pentagon’s water. 
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50. DoD Reviewing Controversial Malaria Drug 
(NAVY TIMES 09 APR 12) ... Patricia Kime 

The Defense Department's top health official has ordered 
the military services to review their protocols for prescribing 
the controversial anti-malarial drug mefloquine and provide all 
policies and procedures regarding its use to his office by mid-
April, Military Times has learned. 

Dr. Jonathan Woodson, assistant secretary of defense for 
health affairs, issued a memo Jan. 17 directing the departments 
of the Army, Navy and Air Force and the commander of Joint 
Task Force National Capital Region Medical to provide data 
on the dispensing, processing and distribution of the drug, an 

effective anti-malarial that can produce serious side effects in 
a small percentage of users. 

Side effects can include depression, mood changes, 
insomnia, dizziness and fatigue. Some studies show the effects 
can linger long after use ends. 

A 2004 Veterans Affairs Department memo urged doctors 
to refrain from prescribing it, citing individual cases in which 
patients reported hallucinations, paranoia, suicidal thoughts, 
psychoses and more. 
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The drug, known by the brand name Lariam, has surfaced 
in the news since the Army's former top psychologist, retired 
Col. Elspeth Cameron Ritchie, wrote in a Time magazine 
column that it could have induced psychosis in Army Staff 
Sgt. Robert Bales, accused of shooting 17 Afghan civilians on 
March 11. 

Cynthia Smith, a Pentagon spokeswoman, noted that the 
new DoD review was initiated months before the Afghanistan 
killings. 

Smith said Woodson requested the review "to ensure each 
service conducts proper screening, patient education and 
medical documentation." 

A 2009 DoD policy recommends that in areas where 
chloroquine-resistant malaria thrives and doxycycline and 
mefloquine work equally well, doxycycline should be the first 
choice. In those areas, if a service member is allergic to 

doxycycline and is predisposed to a neurological condition, 
they can take another option called Malarone. 

The Army in 2009 initiated a policy listing Lariam as a 
third-tier choice behind doxycyclinq and chloroquine. 

Malarone is considered the priciest, costing roughly $30 a 
week. Lariam averages $3 a week and doxycycline 30 cents. 

Prescriptions for mefloquine have dropped in the Navy 
from 1,048 in 2009 to 563 in 2011; in the Marine Corps from 
1,031 in 2009 to 223 in 2011; and in the Air Force from 122 in 
2009 to 42 in 2011. 

All figures are for prescriptions filled only at military 
treatment facilities and do not include those distributed at 
forward operating bases or in theater. 

The Army did not provide data by press time, but in 2009, 
the service strongly supported the DoD directive listing 
Lariam as a third-choice anti-malarial drug. 
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51. Somali Pirate Sentenced In Norfolk To Life In Prison 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 30 MAR 12) ... Tim McGlone 

A Somali national who admitted being a pirate was 
sentenced today to life in prison for taking part in the 
hijacking of a yacht that left four Americans dead. 

Said Abdi Fooley, who is around 22, apologized and 
asked the families of the victims for forgiveness. 

“My condolences,” Fooley said through an interpreter. 
“Those victims were good people. I pray for them,” he 

told U.S. District Judge Rebecca Beach Smith. He also said he 
hoped “God takes them to paradise.” 

Fooley was one of a large group of pirates who attacked 
the American yacht Quest in February 2011 in the Arabian 
Sea. 

The hijacking turned deadly when the U.S. Navy 
approached and tried to negotiate the release of the hostages. 
The Somalis refused, and several of them shot and killed the 
Americans: yacht owners Scott Underwood Adam and Jean 
Savage Adam of Los Angeles and their friends and crew 
Phyllis Patricia Macay and Robert Campbell Riggle of Seattle. 

As the Navy stormed the yacht, Fooley was the first to 
drop his weapon and surrender, the judge said. 

Fooley faced a mandatory life prison term. The last of 11 
admitted pirates to plead guilty will be sentenced this 
afternoon. Three other Somalis accused of being the shooters 
are awaiting trial. 
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52. Judge’s Ruling: $315M To Cole Attack Victims 
In a separate ruling, U.S. District Judge Royce Lamberth awarded $2.16 billion to victims of the 1983 attack 
on the Marine Corps barracks in Beirut 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 31 MAR 12) ... Frederic J. Frommer 

WASHINGTON — A federal judge on Friday awarded 
more than $300 million to victims of the 2000 attack on the 
destroyer Cole, which was bombed while it was docked in a 
Yemeni harbor. 

It was one of two awards made Friday by the judge to 
victims of terror attacks. U.S. District Judge Royce Lamberth 
also awarded $2.16 billion to victims of the 1983 suicide 
truck-bombing of the U.S. Marine Corps barracks in Beirut, 
his third award in two weeks to plaintiffs who had sued Iran 
over the attack. 

Lamberth awarded $315 million from Sudan to Sailors 
who were injured in the Oct. 11, 2000, attack on the destroyer, 
which was being refueled in the Port of Aden, and to some of 
their spouses. The attack killed 17 Sailors, injured 42 others 
and nearly sank Cole. 

“Sudan’s support of al-Qaida has a ‘reasonable 
connection’ ” to damages suffered by the Sailors, Lamberth 
wrote. A message left at the Sudanese Embassy in Washington 
was not immediately returned. 

The Beirut money will be difficult to collect, but the 
victims hope to obtain it from Iranian assets frozen in the 
United States. 

Lamberth awarded the money to estates of dead Marines, 
and to injured Marines and their relatives. On Wednesday, he 
awarded $44.6 million to two service members who were 
injured and their family members. And last week, he awarded 
$33.3 million to family members of two injured service 
members. 

Iran has been blamed for supporting the militant group 
Hezbollah, which carried out the bombing. 

In Friday’s ruling, Lamberth awarded $487 million in 
compensatory damages and $1.67 billion in punitive damages 
to about 180 victims and estates. 

A lawyer for the victims, Thomas Fortune Fay, said that 
he has attached nearly $2 billion in Iranian assets in a Citibank 
account in New York, which Iran’s central bank is fighting. 
Including Friday’s ruling, Lambert has awarded more than $7 
billion to victims of the 1983 attack from Iran, and Fay has 
represented nearly all of them. He said that to date, none of his 
clients have received money from the awards. Fay said that the 
victims have agreed to share whatever they get 
proportionately. 

In a 2009 opinion, Lamberth urged the president and 
Congress to consider a terrorism claims settlement 
commission that would give federal compensation to the 
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victims and suggest a settlement plan with Iran in case the two 
nations ever resume relations. There has been no action on 
that. 

A message left with the Iranian Embassy to the United 
Nations was not returned Friday. 
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53. Canadian Gave Intelligence To Russia, U.S. Officials Say 
(NEW YORK TIMES 31 MAR 12) ... Eric Schmitt and Ian Austen 

WASHINGTON — A Canadian naval officer accused of 
a major security breach had access to secrets circulating in a 
five-nation intelligence alliance and was passing information 
to Russia, American officials confirmed this week. 

At his arrest in January, the officer, Sub-Lt. Jeffrey Paul 
Delisle, was working at a high-security naval intelligence and 
communications center in Halifax, Nova Scotia, and earlier 
served at the military’s main intelligence clearing house in 
Ottawa. Canadian officials have remained tightlipped on the 
case, whose scale and scope remain a mystery. 

But the American officials said the breach was in a 
system open to the intelligence alliance, called Five Eyes, 
among the United States, Britain, Canada, Australia and New 
Zealand. In reaction, the members have met several times, 
including in New Zealand in late February and early March, to 
try to tighten safeguards. The officials were speaking on the 
condition of anonymity on the highly delicate case to confirm 
details first reported by The Wall Street Journal. 

“A breach on a large scale is almost unforgivable in the 
Five Eyes world — the relationships are sacred,” said one 
former senior American intelligence official. 

Lieutenant Delisle is the first person to be charged under 
the Security of Information Act, which Canada introduced 
following the terrorist attacks on the United States in 2001. He 
was denied bail on Friday; the next hearing is set for May 8. 

Michael Taylor, Lieutenant Delisle’s attorney, declined to 
discuss the specifics of the case. But he said that the evidence 
released to him by the government did not support 
comparisons that have been raised with the WikiLeaks case, in 
which hundreds of thousands of classified American 
diplomatic cables were leaked. 

Because Mr. Taylor successfully requested a publication 
ban on evidence presented at the bail hearing, the hearing and 
the rejection, decided by Judge Barbara Beach of the Nova 
Scotia Provincial Court in Halifax, revealed little. 

The defendant’s history and character remain almost 
equally shrouded, despite extensive news media attention in 
Canada. 

He was raised in a suburb of Halifax, Lower Sackville, 
known mainly for strip malls, a concentration of co-op 
housing and a middle-class work force that powers the many 
nearby military bases. 

Several former classmates said they could remember 
nothing about him. One who did recalled “a very, very quiet 
guy.” 

Never in trouble, not an athlete, a reasonable student, said 
the classmate, Ian Wilson, now a union official. 

“He had a small group of friends,” Mr. Wilson said. “He 
was one of the guys who just flew under the radar. Not an 
introvert, but just one of those who were just there, like most 
kids in the school.” 

The one activity he clearly remembered him taking part in 
was the “school police,” which provided security at hockey 
games and dances. 

Lieutenant Delisle moved away after graduation in 1990, 
but Mr. Wilson did not know to where. They lost touch. 

But Lieutenant Delisle was back by 1996, when he joined 
the military as a reservist. He was assigned to the 3 
Intelligence Company, an army training group in Halifax, 
earning a modest income as an “intelligence operator,” an 
apparently low-level clerical position. 

A year later, he married, but eventually divorced. His ex-
wife, Jennifer Lee Janes, now lives in suburban Ottawa. 

The young couple’s expenses apparently outstripped their 
income. In 1998 he filed for bankruptcy, listing liabilities of 
$18,587 and assets of $1,000. 

His progress in the military was slow. He joined the 
regular forces in March 2001 still a private, making sergeant 
in November 2006. He was stationed at the time in the office 
of the Chief of Defense Intelligence in Ottawa. There, in 2007, 
according to court documents, his first “breach of trust” 
occurred. 

In 2008, the military sent him to the prestigious Royal 
Military College of Canada in Kingston, Ontario, for an 
intense, two-year program. He was commissioned as an 
officer and graduated with a B.A. 

On a MySpace page created at that time, he listed his 
interests: “Computers, reading, firearms, gardening and 
physical activity! I cannot forget about tossing the ol’pigskin 
and watching Monday Night Football!! HoowaH! I also love 
fishing, camping, canoeing!!” 

He returned to Halifax in 2010 to work at the Trinity 
intelligence center, but appeared to fall into more financial 
difficulty. As part of his divorce settlement that year, 
Lieutenant Delisle agreed to assume debts on three credit 
cards and an outstanding loan. 

American officials, like their Canadian counterparts, say 
it is still unclear what specific information and how much was 
divulged. “We’re working together to better understand what 
information was compromised and what the impact is,” said 
the American official. 
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54. Air Force Officials Discussed Burial At Sea For Remains From Pentagon Attack 
(NEW YORK TIMES 31 MAR 12) ... Elisabeth Bumiller 

WASHINGTON — American military officials discussed 
scattering at sea some unidentified remains of victims of the 
Sept. 11, 2001, attack on the Pentagon, but the officials were 
overruled and the remains were burned and dumped in a 

landfill, according to Defense Department documents released 
on Friday. 

In nearly 2,000 heavily redacted pages, the documents 
show that an Air Force colonel — the name is blacked out — 
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wrote in an August 2002 e-mail, “I do like the idea of 
spreading the ashes at sea.” However, the colonel’s superior, 
also unnamed, responded that “we shouldn’t attempt to spread 
the residue at sea” because it might “send a message” to the 
victims’ families “that we are disposing of human remains, 
and that is not the case.” 

The documents were the latest disclosures about problems 
at the mortuary at Dover Air Force Base in Delaware, the 
entry point for the nation’s war dead. The papers show how 
officials at Dover struggled over what to do with small, 
unidentified biological remains that were mixed in with rubble 
from the Pentagon. In the end, without telling the victims’ 
families, they determined that the remains — some 1,321 
portions in all — should be treated like medical waste. 

Much of the information in the documents has been 
previously released, including the fact that unidentified 
remains from the Pentagon attack, which were sent to Dover, 
were cremated and placed in containers provided to a 
biomedical waste disposal contractor, which then incinerated 
them and put them in a landfill. But the documents revealed 
for the first time that military officials initially discussed 
spreading the ashes in the Atlantic Ocean, but ended up 
following the lead of the unnamed superior, who evidently 
was worried that families would think of the small portions as 
“human” if they were treated with the respect of a burial at 
sea. 

Air Force officials said Friday that the superior was 
following guidance handed down from top Pentagon officials 
about how to dispose of the remains. 

When the military first disclosed last month that some 
Sept. 11 Pentagon victims’ remains were burned and dumped 
in a landfill, some people were shocked that even unidentified 
body parts would be treated in such a way. 

Pentagon officials were at the time reluctant to say much 
in public about the nature of the remains, given the 
sensitivities of the victims’ families and the emotions 
surrounding 9/11. 

But at a news conference on Friday, Jo Ann Rooney, an 
acting under secretary of defense, offered a more telling, if 
graphic, description of the kind of remains that were burned 
and sent to a landfill. She said they were small portions that 

laboratory analysis judged as “biological,” although not 
necessarily human. “It could have been something from 
someone’s lunch,” she said. 

Ms. Rooney also said it was impossible to determine if 
the remains had been mixed in with those from the terrorists 
who crashed United Flight 77 into the Pentagon. 

Some other partial remains from the attack on the 
Pentagon have been cremated and buried at Arlington 
National Cemetery. Remains that were identified as those of 
the terrorists were sent to the Federal Bureau of Investigation. 

The practice of landfill disposal, which was also used for 
some unidentified remains of war dead, has since been 
stopped. After cremation, the ashes are now put in urns and 
buried at sea. 

The Dover mortuary has been under fire the past year for 
what the Air Force has called “gross mismanagement” for 
losing the body parts of two service members, repeated 
failures of command, doing little to correct sloppy practices 
and sawing off the protruding arm bone of a dead Marine 
without informing his family. Three top Dover officials are no 
longer in their jobs and the Air Force now says practices at the 
mortuary have improved. 

The new documents also shed light on problems at the 
mortuary that the Pentagon has only hinted at in the past. In 
September 2005, the documents show, the remains of two 
service members were almost sent to the wrong families, but 
Dover officials figured out the problem and switched them at 
the Philadelphia airport. 

“Both sets of remains arrived at the proper destination on 
time without outside embarrassment to the Air Force,” the 
documents said, noting that the military official responsible 
for the mistake was not disciplined. 

The documents show that the widow of a Marine was paid 
$25,000 in 2008 as compensation for the mortuary’s loss of 
her husband’s wedding ring, wallet and dog tags. It was the 
widow’s desire that her husband be buried with his wedding 
ring, a letter from an unnamed person who appears to be the 
woman’s lawyer states, “and she is experiencing great grief 
over this miscarriage of justice.” 

The Pentagon briefed family members of the Pentagon 
9/11 victims about the documents on Friday morning. 
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55. Week In Review Mar. 24, 2012 – Mar. 30, 2012 
(YOUTUBE 30 MAR 12) ... U.S. Navy 

Welcome to this week's U.S. Navy multimedia production 
featuring selected images from around the fleet received 
during the week of Mar. 24, 2012 – Mar. 30, 2012. 

The images represent the work of the many naval 
photographers deployed worldwide and submitted to Navy 
Visual News Service. For access to more than 100,000 high 
resolution photos visit: 
    http://www.navy.mil/view_photos_top.asp  and 
http://www.flickr.com/photos/usnavy/    . 

View U.S. Navy YouTube Channel 
View Clip (RT: 2:06) 
Broadcast Clip - 7 in :70 (Mar. 30, 2012) 
(YOUTUBE 30 MAR 12) U.S. Pacific Fleet 
A quick look at events and issues from the past week 

around Pacific Fleet making headlines at 
http://www.cpf.navy.mil. 

View Clip (RT: 1:10) 
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OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
56. The Navy's Case For Green Energy 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 02 APR 12) ... Editorials 

The list of benefits from the U.S. military's green energy 
initiative begins, simply, with this: It'll save lives. 

For every 50 convoys bringing fuel into combat zones, a 
Marine is killed or wounded. "That," as Navy Secretary Ray 
Mabus frequently points out, "is too high a price to pay." 

By using existing fuel sources more efficiently and 
developing alternative sources that would require fewer 
convoys, America's troops will face fewer risks from enemy 
fire and roadside explosives. 

There's also the green to be gained from going green. The 
less the military spends on energy long term, the more money 
it'll have for basic needs - particularly in tight budgetary times. 

And there's this: The more the military invests in 
developing alternative sources, the greater the potential for 
innovation to spread to civilian uses - creating jobs, improving 
the environment and easing our dependence on foreign oil. 

Under Mabus' watch, the Navy has been particularly 
aggressive in pursuing alternative energy. Among other things, 
as The Pilot's Bill Bartel recently reported, the Navy aims to 
get at least half of its energy from non-fossil fuels by 2020. 

Not everyone is pleased with the Navy's approach, 
however. 

The critics include Rep. Randy Forbes, a Republican from 
Chesapeake. At a hearing on Capitol Hill last month, he 
offered a blunt reminder for Mabus. "You're not the secretary 
of the energy," he said. "You're the secretary of the Navy." 

Forbes and others contend that Mabus and the Obama 
administration are focusing too much on energy programs and 
not enough on ships, planes and other necessities. 

It's a somewhat unusual position for Forbes, who tried a 
few years ago to get Congress to approve a program offering 

billions of dollars in prizes for energy innovations. "I love 
green energy. I'm not against it," he said. "It's a matter of 
priorities." 

But Mabus, aboard the USS Kearsarge at Naval Station 
Norfolk a couple of weeks ago, said pitting the Navy's 
alternative energy programs against building more ships and 
planes is "a false choice." 

One can't be done without the other, the Navy secretary 
told a Senate energy subcommittee meeting on the Kearsarge. 
Rising energy costs are cutting into the defense budget and 
leaving the U.S. military vulnerable physically and financially 
to suppliers from nations hostile to America. 

"When anyone says we can't afford to invest in 
developing alternative sources of energy," Mabus said, "my 
reply is that we can't afford not to." 

Spikes in oil prices are particularly hard on America's 
military might. For every dollar added to the price of a barrel 
of oil, according to Mabus, the Navy pays an additional $31 
million in fuel costs. 

"That means that our Sailors and Marines steam less, train 
less, fly less," he recently told Politico. "For these reasons, we 
have to be relentless in our pursuit of energy goals that will 
continue to make us a more effective fighting force and our 
military and our nation more energy independent." 

The Navy's quest is a wise one. As former Secretary of 
the Navy and former Sen. John Warner, a longtime champion 
of green programs for the military, put it, "There's a clear 
nexus between our national security and our energy security." 

And the nexus, again, is at the top of that list: It'll save 
lives. 
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57. The Navy's Pacific Problem 
Does the U.S. military have the resources for an Asian century? 
(FOREIGN POLICY 30 MAR 12) ... Robert Haddick 

A March 26, Washington Post article discussed a new 
expansion of the military relationship between the United 
States and Australia. According to the piece, the U.S. Navy is 
seeking to expand its ability to operate in the Indian Ocean 
from Western Australia, which would require a major 
expansion to a naval base in Perth. The Pentagon also hopes to 
establish a long-range air reconnaissance base on the Cocos 
Islands, a remote Australian atoll midway between Perth and 
Sri Lanka. 

This expansion of U.S. military capability into the 
northeast Indian Ocean quickly follows last year's agreement 
to permanently station a small force of U.S. Marines near 
Darwin on the north coast and to expand U.S. access to 
Australian bases and training ranges. 

At the time, I noted that U.S. military power in the 
western Pacific is concentrated in Japan and South Korea (a 
legacy of the Cold War) while the emerging area of great 
power contention -- the South China Sea -- lies 2,000 miles to 
the south. The U.S. agreements with Australia, combined with 
a major expansion of military facilities on Guam, are an 

attempt to bolster the Pentagon's capacity to sustain a larger 
ongoing presence in the South China Sea and Southeast Asia. 

The U.S. interest in the South China Sea is in maintaining 
free navigation through what is arguably the most important 
commercial shipping passage in the world. The agreements 
with Australia and the buildup on Guam are helpful in this 
regard but insufficient. Ultimately, the Navy will need to 
provide a sufficiently reassuring presence to the countries 
bordering the South China Sea in order to prevent various 
disputes over the sea from threatening routine commerce 
through it. It remains to be seen whether the Navy will have 
the capacity and realistic plans to accomplish this mission over 
the long run. 

This week, the Navy sent Congress an update of its 30-
year shipbuilding plan, which would continue the trend of an 
ever-shrinking maritime force. The new plan foresees an 
average of 298 ships operating over the next 30 years, down 
from last year's forecast of a 306-ship average. And the plan 
foresees the Navy buying fewer new ships per year, 
reinforcing another unfavorable trend. The Congressional 
Budget Office's evaluation of Navy shipbuilding found those 
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plans underfunded and over-optimistic. A few years ago, the 
Navy had plans for a 313-ship fleet. The bipartisan 
Quadrennial Defense Review Independent Panel called for a 
fleet of 346 ships. There are no plans to reach either of these 
targets. 

Under Secretary of the Navy Robert Work, in a January 
2012 speech to the Surface Navy Association, dismissed 
concerns about the Navy's shrinking ship count. Work asserted 
that the Navy's robust plans for long-range air reconnaissance, 
conducted by new aircraft such as the P-8A Poseidon and a 
Navy version of the Global Hawk drone, will do much of the 
routine maritime patrolling previously done by ships. Bases in 
Australia, the Cocos Islands, and elsewhere in the southwest 
Pacific would support surveillance of the South China Sea. If 
ships were required to respond to problems, admirals could 
send them in as always. But under Work's assumption, fewer 
ships will be needed for routine patrolling. And with less 
routine steaming, the Navy will save money and keep its ships 
better maintained. 

The question is whether more aerial maritime 
reconnaissance and fewer ships making fewer port visits 
around the South China Sea and elsewhere will provide the 
reassuring and stabilizing presence that the visible presence of 
Navy ships has heretofore provided. Work's air reconnaissance 
doctrine and the Navy's slumping fleet size combine to form a 
new theory for providing a stabilizing presence in global 
commons such as the South China Sea. We will know that this 
theory is not working if the leaders of U.S. allies increase their 
diplomatic hedging behavior. Regional arms races, another 
response to a perceived decline in U.S. military power, would 
be another indication of failure. China's ongoing annual 
double-digit increases in defense spending and a looming 
submarine arms race in the region are not good signs. 

The Navy's task of providing a stabilizing presence in the 
South China Sea and elsewhere is further complicated the 
growing anti-ship and anti-aircraft missile threats. These 
threats are forcing the Navy and the Air Force to develop new 
ways of operating against adversaries from longer ranges, 

where ships and aircraft will be less vulnerable to adversary 
missiles. The missile threat is also encouraging the Navy and 
Air Force to rely more on out-of-sight platforms, such as 
submarines, and long-range stealthy aircraft, which purposely 
stay as hidden as possible. All of these trends work against the 
concept of a visible forward presence, which the Navy has 
used to deter threats to the global commons but which may 
increasingly become untenable due to adversary missiles. 

Ships assigned to "presence duty," for example patrolling 
the South China Sea and making port visits in the region, will 
be most at risk from missile attack at the start of a conflict. 
This fact will increasingly encourage the Navy to hold the 
most capable and prestigious surface ships, such as its aircraft 
carriers, out of sight of allies located within adversary missile 
range. As the missile threat matures, the Navy's new and 
modestly capable Littoral Combat Ships (LCS), a few of 
which will be stationed in Singapore, may perform the 
forward presence mission, showing the flag during peacetime 
and serving as expendable "trip wires" if shooting breaks out. 
Meanwhile, the main fleet and other long-range striking power 
will wait over the horizon and out of sight. 

In this case, policymakers in Washington will be counting 
on the small, fragile, and lightly armed LCSs to inspire awe in 
U.S. military power. With the new expansion in its 
relationship with Australia, the Pentagon is groping toward a 
way to bolster its presence in the South China Sea. As it does 
so, it will have to figure out how to continue to provide a 
reassuring naval presence -- something the Navy has done for 
decades -- while the missile threat to that presence grows. 
Compounding the problem is a Navy shipbuilding budget 
under pressure and inadequate for even the now-reduced 
plans. The Navy's leaders are attempting to devise new tactics 
and new structures to adapt to a deteriorating situation. But 
will those measures be sufficient to reassure allies and deter 
potential adversaries? 

Robert Haddick is managing editor of Small Wars 
Journal. 
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58. Managing The Arab Spring 
Traditional U.S. foreign-policy principles still apply 
(WASHINGTON POST 01 APR 12) ... Henry A. Kissinger 

Not the least significant aspect of the Arab Spring is the 
redefinition of heretofore prevalent principles of foreign 
policy. As the United States is withdrawing from military 
efforts in Iraq and Afghanistan undertaken on the basis 
(however disputed) of American national security, it is 
reengaging in several other states in the region (albeit 
uncertainly) in the name of humanitarian intervention. Will 
democratic reconstruction replace national interest as the 
lodestar of Middle East policy? Is democratic reconstruction 
what the Arab Spring in fact represents? 

The evolving consensus is that the United States is 
morally obliged to align with revolutionary movements in the 
Middle East as a kind of compensation for Cold War policies 
— invariably described as “misguided” — in which it 
cooperated with non-democratic governments in the region for 
security objectives. Then, it is alleged, supporting fragile 
governments in the name of international stability generated 
long-term instability. Even granting that some of those 

policies were continued beyond their utility, the Cold War 
structure lasted 30 years and induced decisive strategic 
transformations, such as Egypt’s abandonment of its alliance 
with the Soviet Union and the signing of the Camp David 
accords. The pattern now emerging, if it fails to establish an 
appropriate relationship to its proclaimed goals, risks being 
inherently unstable from inception, which could submerge the 
values it proclaimed. 

The Arab Spring is widely presented as a regional, youth-
led revolution on behalf of liberal democratic principles. Yet 
Libya is not ruled by such forces; it hardly continues as a state. 
Neither is Egypt, whose electoral majority (possibly 
permanent) is overwhelmingly Islamist. Nor do democrats 
seem to predominate in the Syrian opposition. The Arab 
League consensus on Syria is not shaped by countries 
previously distinguished by the practice or advocacy of 
democracy. Rather, it largely reflects the millennium-old 
conflict between Shiite and Sunni and an attempt to reclaim 
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Sunni dominance from a Shiite minority. It is also precisely 
why so many minority groups, such as Druzes, Kurds and 
Christians, are uneasy about regime change in Syria. 

The confluence of many disparate grievances avowing 
general slogans is not yet a democratic outcome. With victory 
comes the need to distill a democratic evolution and establish 
a new locus of authority. The more sweeping the destruction 
of the existing order, the more difficult establishment of 
domestic authority is likely to prove and the more likely is the 
resort to force or the imposition of a universal ideology. The 
more fragmented a society grows, the greater the temptation to 
foster unity by appeals to a vision of a merged nationalism and 
Islamism targeting Western values. 

We must take care lest, in an era of shortened attention 
spans, revolutions turn, for the outside world, into a transitory 
Internet experience — watched intently for a few key 
moments, then tuned out once the main event is deemed over. 
The revolution will have to be judged by its destination, not its 
origin; its outcome, not its proclamations. 

For the United States, a doctrine of general humanitarian 
intervention in Middle East revolutions will prove 
unsustainable unless linked to a concept of American national 
security. Intervention needs to consider the strategic 
significance and social cohesion of a country (including the 
possibility of fracturing its complex sectarian makeup) and 
evaluate what can plausibly be constructed in place of the old 
regime. At this writing, traditional fundamentalist political 
forces, reinforced by alliance with radical revolutionaries, 
threaten to dominate the process while the social-network 
elements that shaped the beginning are being marginalized. 

U.S. public opinion has already recoiled from the scope of 
the efforts required to transform Vietnam, Iraq and 
Afghanistan. Do we believe that a less explicitly strategic 
involvement disclaiming a U.S. national interest will make 
nation-buildingless complex? Do we have a preference as to 
which groups come to power? Or are we agnostic so long as 
the mechanisms are electoral? If the latter, how do we avoid 
fostering a new absolutism legitimized by managed plebiscites 

and sect-based permanent majorities? What outcomes are 
compatible with America’s core strategic interests in the 
region? Will it be possible to combine strategic withdrawal 
from key countries and reduced military expenditures with 
doctrines of universal humanitarian intervention? Discussion 
of these issues has been largely absent from the debate over 
U.S. foreign policy regarding the Arab Spring. 

For more than half a century, U.S. policy in the Middle 
East has been guided by several core security objectives: 
preventing any power in the region from emerging as a 
hegemon; ensuring the free flow of energy resources, still vital 
to the operation of the world economy; and attempting to 
broker a durable peace between Israel and its neighbors, 
including a settlement with the Palestinian Arabs. In the past 
decade, Iran has emerged as the principal challenge to all 
three. A process that ends with regional governments either 
too weak or too anti-Western in their orientation to lend 
support to these outcomes, and in which U.S. partnerships are 
no longer welcomed, must evoke U.S. strategic concerns — 
regardless of the electoral mechanisms by which these 
governments come to power. Within the framework of these 
general limits, U.S. policy has significant scope for creativity 
in promoting humanitarian and democratic values. 

The United States should be prepared to deal with 
democratically elected Islamist governments. But it is also free 
to pursue a standard principle of traditional foreign policy — 
to condition its stance on the alignment of its interests with the 
actions of the government in question. 

U.S. conduct during the Arab upheavals has so far 
avoided making America an obstacle to the revolutionary 
transformations. This is not a minor achievement. But it is one 
component of a successful approach. U.S. policy will, in the 
end, also be judged by whether what emerges from the Arab 
Spring improves the reformed states’ responsibility toward the 
international order and humane institutions. 

Henry A. Kissinger was secretary of state from 1973 to 
1977. 
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59. Military Metamorphosis 
(NEW YORK TIMES 01 APR 12) ... Louisa Jaffe 

MY father, William G. Long Sr., was part of the crew 
charged with loading the atom bomb into the Enola Gay in 
World War II. His unit was the 509th Composite Group, 
reporting to Col. Paul W. Tibbets Jr., the pilot. Dad’s military 
service shaped his life, and consequently it shaped mine. 

My family moved to Pennsylvania when I was a baby, 
and to Florida when I was 6. In 1972, when I graduated from 
the University of Florida with an English degree, I didn’t 
know what I wanted to do or how to job-hunt. I knew I wanted 
to travel, but when I interviewed at a travel agency, the owner 
said: “Why would I hire a pretty little girl like you? You’ll just 
get married and leave.” 

Dad suggested that I talk to a military recruiter, so I 
visited offices of several branches. The day I went to the 
Army office, a captain was visiting from the Women’s Army 
Corps. After talking with her, I knew I wanted to join. 

In 1974, the WAC needed officers, so the Army gave me 
an unusual direct commission as a second lieutenant prior to 
officer training. By contrast, men were commissioned only 

after training at West Point, or with R.O.T.C. or Officer 
Candidate School. In 1978, the WAC merged with the Army, 
and I became an officer in the Adjutant General’s Corps, 
where I served in public affairs for 28 years, the last 12 at the 
Pentagon. From 1979 to 2001, as a member of the Individual 
Ready Reserve, I was on inactive duty except for two to four 
weeks every year when I trained in the Pentagon. 

One of my most interesting Pentagon projects was 
reviewing the script for “The Peacemaker,” DreamWorks 
SKG’s first movie, to confirm that the movie portrayed the 
Army realistically. I was also able to write, direct and produce 
a documentary on the Revolutionary War. 

Dad bought and sold numerous businesses after World 
War II, and I was often involved with them. In 1989, he 
invested in citrus groves that he planned to convert to 
residential real estate when he retired. He so enjoyed 
managing them and our retail citrus business that he devoted 
the rest of his life to them. In 1993, I got a second bachelor’s 
degree, in citrus grove management, from Florida Southern 
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College and worked with him in the business for five years. It 
was fun but exhausting. 

On 9/11, I was on inactive military duty, working as a 
supervisor for a cable provider, when terrorists crashed a plane 
into the Pentagon. My former desk there caught fire, and that 
office was destroyed. I also learned that a cousin of mine died 
at the World Trade Center. 

Shortly afterward, I called my Army personnel officer and 
told him that I wanted to serve my country; I said I’d even go 
to Afghanistan. The officer said I was about to be called 
anyway. For my final tour, I served in the Army Materiel 
Command, retiring in 2002. 

I met my second husband, Bill, in 2002, at a networking 
event at my church. We married in 2003, and in 2004 started 

TAPE together. Bill had worked for government contractors, 
so he knew a lot about doing business with the federal 
government. We sold our house in McLean, Va., so we could 
run the business debt-free. 

We’re systems engineers; TAPE designs and implements 
training resource management and cybersecurity systems for 
federal government clients. Our biggest clients are the Army 
and the Department of Homeland Security, followed by the 
Navy and the Department of Veterans Affairs. 

When I was assigned to the Pentagon as a first lieutenant 
in the 1970s, I would look around and see mostly Caucasian 
males. Today, the Pentagon truly represents the diversity that 
is America. That is a beautiful change. 

Return to Index 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Defense Cuts Would Hurt Warfighters, Navy, Pentagon Official Testifies 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 01 AUG 12) ... Donna Cassata 

WASHINGTON — Warfighters heading to Afghanistan would receive less training while the Navy would be forced to buy fewer 
ships if lawmakers fail in the next five months to come up with an alternative deficit-reduction plan, a Pentagon official said 
Wednesday. 

 
2. Real Tensions Over A Theoretical War 
U.S. model for a future 'Air-Sea Battle' stirs ire in China and inside Pentagon 
(WASHINGTON POST 02 AUG 12) ... Greg Jaffe 

When President Obama called on the U.S. military to shift its focus to Asia earlier this year, Andrew Marshall, a 91-year-old 
futurist, had a vision of what to do. 

 
3. Aircraft Carrier Abraham Lincoln Heads To Norfolk 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 01 AUG 12) ... Lauren King 

The aircraft carrier Abraham Lincoln is scheduled to arrive at Norfolk Naval Station on Tuesday following an eight-month 
deployment. 

 
4. SAPR Master Mobile Training Team Visits 'Big E' 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 01 AUG 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Brian G. Reynolds, Enterprise Carrier Strike 
Group Public Affairs 

USS ENTERPRISE, At Sea -- A Sexual Assault Prevention and Response (SAPR) Master Mobile Training Team (MMTT) 
visited aircraft carrier USS Enterprise (CVN 65) in the Arabian Sea to provide training to command leadership, July 31-Aug. 1 as the 
ship continued its final deployment. 

 
5. Navy To Host Memorial Service For Former CNO 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 01 AUG 12) ... Department of Defense 

WASHINGTON -- A memorial service for the 22nd Chief of Naval Operations (CNO), Adm. James D. Watkins, will be held 
Aug. 3, at 11 a.m. EST in the Crypt Church of the Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception in Washington, D.C. 

 

CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
6. U.S. To Mull More Bombers, Submarines For Pacific 
(REUTERS 02 AUG 12) ... Jim Wolf 

WASHINGTON--Pentagon planners will consider adding bombers and attack submarines as part of a growing U.S. focus on 
security challenges in the Asia-Pacific, a senior Defense Department official said on Wednesday. 

 
7. VX-1 Flies P-8 Poseidon During Rim Of The Pacific 2012 
(AVIONICS INTELLIGENCE 01 AUG 12) 

PEARL HARBOR, Hawaii -- The P-8A Poseidon jet, a replacement maritime patrol aircraft for the P-3C Orion, made its Rim of 
the Pacific (RIMPAC) exercise debut this year, flown by two air crews from Air Test and Evaluation Squadron (VX) 1 at Marine 
Corps Base Hawaii in Kaneohe Bay, during the 23rd edition of the biennial exercise. 

 
8. RIMPAC Made Possible By Air, As Well As By Sea Assets 
(HONOLULU STAR-ADVERTISER 01 AUG 12) ... William Cole 

POHAKULOA TRAINING AREA, HAWAII -- The two big Air Force C-17 cargo carriers banked in tight turns over the West 
Hawaii coastline as a fictitious war was waged in the sky and on the ground. 
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9. Special Forces Make Leap Of Faith 
(III MARINE EXPEDITIONARY FORCE/MARINE CORPS INSTALLATIONS PACIFIC 02 AUG 12) ... Lance Cpl. Donald Peterson 

OKINAWA, Japan -- As cold air rushed through the CH-46E Sea Knight helicopter, Army special forces and their Navy team 
members prepared themselves for a leap 5,000 feet above their landing zone. 

 
10. 22nd Naval Construction Regiment Transfers Authority In Afghanistan 
(DVIDS 01 AUG 12) ... Yeoman 3rd Class Travis J. Pawlikowski 

KANDAHAR AIRFIELD, Afghanistan -- U.S. Navy Seabees assigned to the 22nd Naval Construction Regiment, Task Force 
Stethem, took part in a transfer of authority ceremony at Kandahar Airfield with the U.S. Army's 411th Engineer Brigade, Task Force 
Empire, July 31, 2012. 

 

GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
11. Strait Of Malacca Stands As Model Of Multilateral Cooperation 
(AFPS 01 AUG 12) 

ABOARD A MILITARY AIRCRAFT – U.S. Pacific Command is holding up a multinational partnership in the Asia-Pacific 
region as a model for the type of cooperation the command is working to promote to deal with transnational threats. 

 
12. Japan Concerned By Chinese Naval Activity, Lack Of Transparency 
(WASHINGTON POST 01 AUG 12) ... Chico Harlan 

TOKYO — Japan voiced concern Tuesday about China's growing assertiveness in regional waters at a time when it is becoming 
less clear who in Beijing is making decisions about the country's military. 

 
13. S. Korea To Stage Military Drill Near Disputed Island 
(PAKISTAN TODAY 02 AUG 12) 

SEOUL -- South Korea will stage a regular military exercise near a disputed island this month amid a renewed territorial claim by 
Japan, the defence ministry said Thursday. 

 
14. India Presses Ahead With Missile Projects 
(AEROSPACE DAILY AND DEFENSE REPORT 01 AUG 12) ... Jay Menon 

NEW DELHI — India’s defense research agency has developed its first submarine-launched ballistic missile and plans to develop 
a new range of missiles to boost the country’s military. 

 
15. Warships Protect Drifting Tanker In Pirate Waters 
(MARITIME EXECUTIVE 01 AUG 12) 

While Royal Navy ships protect the London Olympics others have rushed to prevent a pirate attack in the Middle East. 
 

16. U.S. And Israel Intensify Talks On Iran Options 
(NEW YORK TIMES 02 AUG 12) ... Elisabeth Bumiller and Jodi Rudoren 

ASHKELON, Israel — A series of public statements and private communications from the Israeli leadership in recent weeks set 
off renewed concerns in the Obama administration that Israel might be preparing a unilateral military strike on Iran, perhaps as early 
as this fall. 

 
17. HMS Daring Back In Portsmouth After Maiden Deployment 
(BBC 01 AUG 12) 

The largest destroyer warship ever built for the Royal Navy has returned from its maiden deployment to the Middle East. 
 

18. Defence Develops New Amphibious Capability 
(THE AUSTRALIAN 02 AUG 12) ... Max Blenkin 

IN 1945, Australian soldiers charged up the beaches in a series of amphibious operations on Japanese-occupied Borneo.  
 

19. Navy Ships Depart For Great Lakes Deployment 
(EPOCH TIMES 01 AUG 12) ... Daniel Jiang 

HMCS Ville de Québec is currently on a 10-week tour of 14 Canadian and American cities as part of the Great Lakes 
Deployment and to commemorate the War of 1812. 
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20. Australia Rules Out U.S. Nuclear Aircraft Carrier Base 
(AGENCE-FRANCE PRESSE 02 AUG 12) ... Martin ParryAustralian Defence Minister Stephen Smith has rejected a proposal to base 
a US nuclear aircraft carrier and other warships in the country, a move that would rankle key trade partner China. 

The idea of using the Australian navy's western base, HMAS Stirling near Perth, to host an American carrier group and other 
fighter jets was reportedly raised in a study of US military posture in the Asia-Pacific. 

 

PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
21. Jobs After The Navy Starting Now 
Personalized Support For Your Post-Service Life 
(NAVY TIMES 06 AUG 12) ... Rick Maze 

The 22-year-old Transition Assistance Program is getting a total makeover, aiming to make the classes and workshops more 
helpful for troops leaving the military and entering a struggling civilian economy. 

 
22. Job Fairs Join Spouses, Employers 
(AFPS 01 AUG 12) ... Lisa Daniel 

WASHINGTON – Tomorrow marks the start of an open season of sorts for job fairs for military spouses in what one Pentagon 
official calls the “high-touch” part of a “high-tech, high-touch” process. 

 
23. Navy SEAL Brian Bill Honored And Remembered 
(STAMFORD TIMES 01 AUG 12) ... Kara O’Connor 

STAMFORD -- State and city officials, including Gov. Dannel P. Malloy and Mayor Michael Pavia, gathered in the Government 
Center lobby Wednesday afternoon to remember and celebrate the life of a Navy SEAL from Stamford who was killed in combat in 
Afghanistan one year ago. 

 
24. DoD Medals Database Expands To Service Crosses 
(NAVY TIMES 01 AUG 12) ... Andrew Tilghman  

One week after launching an official database of military valor medal recipients, the Pentagon has expanded it to include 
recipients of the Distinguished Service Cross, Navy Cross and Air Force Cross. 

 
25. Judge Orders Tricare To Expand Autism Therapy 
(NAVY TIMES 01 AUG 12) ... Patricia Kime 

A federal judge has ruled that Tricare must cover autism therapy for children of military retirees — but reimbursement for the 
treatment, called applied behavior analysis, could be years away while the issue remains tied up in the courts. 

 
26. Justice Department Sues Michigan For Overseas Ballot Violations 
(STARS AND STRIPES 02 AUG 12) ... Erik Slavin 

YOKOSUKA NAVAL BASE, Japan – The U.S. Justice Department is suing Michigan for failing to send ballots to overseas 
voters in time for the state’s Aug. 7 federal primary. 

 

FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
27. Navy To Balance LCS Operational Availability With Maintenance, Admiral Says 
(DEFENSE DAILY 02AUG 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

As the Navy forges ahead on the Littoral Combat Ship (LCS) program, it will need to figure out how to balance the operational 
availability of the vessels with the maintenance requirements, Rear Adm. Thomas Rowden, the service's director of surface warfare, 
said yesterday. 

 
28. New Problems Found On LPD 17s Built At Avondale 
(NAVY TIMES 01 AUG 12) ... Christopher P. Cavas  

A new issue involving improperly installed bolts has emerged in the latest ships built by the Avondale shipyard near New 
Orleans, delaying the delivery of one ship and affecting another. 

 
29. Senate Panel Supports Funds For USS Miami Repair 
(PORTLAND (ME) PRESS HERALD 02 AUG 12) ... Kevin Miller 

WASHINGTON — A defense budget bill that won approval from a Senate subcommittee includes $150 million to help pay for 
repairs to a Navy submarine that was damaged by fire in May at the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard in Kittery. 
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30. Drone On A Wire: Marines 'Land' New RQ-21 UAV By Snagging It With Cable 
(AOL DEFENSE 01 AUG 12) ... Sydney J. Freedberg Jr. 

NAVAL AIR STATION PATUXENT RIVER, MARYLAND -- Most drones land the same way manned airplanes do, on a 
runway. But what if you don't have a runway? Well, with an unmanned aerial vehicle called the RQ-21, Marines can string up a cable 
and snag the drone out of the sky. 

 
31. K-MAX Cargo UAS Staying In Afghanistan 
(AVIONICS INTELLIGENCE 02 AUG 12) 

An unmanned helicopter used by the U.S. Marines for delivery of supplies to forward-deployed troops will continue to be 
operated in Afghanistan.  

 
32. U.S Navy’s New Remotely Piloted Aircraft Pilot Training Simulator To Save Millions Of Dollars 
(DEFENSE WORLD (02 AUG 12) 

The U.S. Navy has introduced the T-6 Texan II simulator for remotely piloted aircraft pilots training which also saves millions of 
dollars in traditional simulator training. 

 
33. U.S. Navy Details Recent MQ-8B Crashes 
(FLIGHT INTERNATIONAL 01 AUG 12) ... Zach Rosenberg 

The U.S. Navy has detailed causes of two crashes of the Northrop Grumman MQ-8B Fire Scout that led to an 'operational pause' 
in flights of the aircraft. 

 

BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
34. Navy's Arrival In Moon May Assist Effort To Save 911th 
(BEAVER COUNTY (PA) TIMES 01 AUG 12) ... Bill Utterback 

WASHINGTON — Instead of subtracting components from Moon Township, national military leaders have moved to add a 
facility. 

 
35. Naval Hospital Bremerton Hosts Navy Surgeon General For Official Visit 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 01 AUG 12) ... Douglas H Stutz, Naval Hospital Bremerton Public Affairs 

BREMERTON, Wash. -- Vice Adm. Matthew L. Nathan, Navy Surgeon General and Chief, Navy Bureau of Medicine and 
Surgery, visited Naval Hospital Bremerton on August 1 as part of his tour to the Pacific Northwest. 

 
36. Naval Hospital Opens Doors To Students 
(DVIDS 02 AUG 12) ... Lance Cpl. Brianna Turner 

OKINAWA, Japan -- Students of AmerAsian School of Okinawa and Kubasaki High School visited the U.S. Naval Hospital 
Okinawa at Camp Lester to participate in the science, service, medicine and mentoring program July 23-27. 

 
37. STEM AK To Host Seaglide Camp With Navy 
(CAPITAL CITY (AK) WEEKLY 01 AUG 12) 

JUNEAU -- The STEM AK program of the Juneau Economic Development Council will hold the SeaGlide Summer Camp in 
Ketchikan, an opportunity for students and teachers to explore the unique marine underwater environment using Autonomous 
Underwater Vehicles called SeaGlide.  

 
38. 76 Additional Coast Guardsmen To Be Stationed At Mayport 
(FIRST COAST (FL) NEWS 01 AUG 12) 

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. -- This Friday, Mayport will receive an additional 76 Coast Guardsmen and their families when a cutter 
arrives. 

 
39. Historic USS Hoga Tug At Vallejo's Mare Island Drydocks For Repairs 
(TIMES-HERALD (VALLEJO, CA) 01 AUG 12) ... Jessica A. York 

This little tugboat has seen its share of nautical history, and still has at least one dent to prove it. 
 

40. New Dahlgren Heritage Museum Officially Opens 
(THE JOURNAL (DAHLGREN) 01 AUG 12) ... Doug Davant 

When HMS Dreadnought was built the U.S. Navy’s proving ground for large caliber naval weapons was at Indian Head, Md.  
Built in 1898, Indian Head was relatively new at the time of Dreadnought. But, as the new British battleship began eclipsing all known 
records for long gun accuracy in the first decade of the 20th Century and rendering the rest of the world’s navies obsolete, it was soon 
realized that Indian Head was insufficient to support the longer ranges of the new weaponry that modern battleships would now have 
to have.  A new naval gun range would be needed. 
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NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
41. Defense Contractors Rally Against Budget Cuts 
(MEDILL NEWS SERVICE 01 AUG 12) ... Kevin Wang  

With automatic, across-the-board federal budget cuts slated to begin next January, defense industry leaders warned of deep 
wounds to America’s backbone if Congress fails to act to avoid the roughly $1 trillion in reductions. 

 
42. Medal Of Honor Museum Planned In South Carolina 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 01 AUG 12) ... Bruce Smith 

MOUNT PLEASANT, S.C. — Standing on the hanger deck of the World War II aircraft carrier Yorktown, officials with the 
Patriots Point Naval and Maritime Museum announced plans Wednesday for a $100 million Medal of Honor Museum honoring the 
recipients of the nation's highest award for valor. 

 
43. NH Man Accused Of Setting Navy Sub Afire, Causing $400M In Damage, Is Ordered To Stay In Jail 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 01 AUG 12) ... David Sharp 

PORTLAND, Maine — A civilian shipyard worker accused of setting a fire that caused $400 million in damage to a nuclear-
powered submarine will remain in jail after a magistrate ruled Wednesday that he is too great a risk to society and a Navy officer 
described a harrowing scene inside the burning vessel. 

 

OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
44. Good Job News For Vets 
(NAVY TIMES 06 AUG 12) ... Editorial 

Government officials have wrung their hands for years over how best to help separating troops find post-service jobs. 
 

45. Navy Northwest's Leadership Anchors Community 
(KITSAP PENINSULA (WA) BUSINESS JOURNAL 01 AUG 12) ... John Powers 

Witnessing the recent Change of Command of Navy Region Northwest, I was reminded of the old adage: “The more things 
change, the more they remain the same.” While dedicated, decorated Commanding Officers of Navy Region Northwest rotate in and 
out of this critical command assignment, they provide constant leadership in cultivating strong community relationships vital to the 
Navy’s regional mission and equally essential to our communities’ social, political and economic well being. 

 
46. Iran, Israel Wage A Silent War 
(WASHINGTON POST 02 AUG 12) ... Walter Pincus 

Iran's Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei believes that his government is so deeply penetrated by U.S., Israeli and other 
intelligence agencies that when he eventually gives an order to build a nuclear weapon it will be quickly known. 

 
47. Military Needs To Consult Hawaii 
(HONOLULU STAR ADVERTISER 01 AUG 12) 

A study by a Pentagon think tank comes as no surprise that the Obama administration's plan to strengthen U.S. military presence 
in this part of the globe is likely to involve increased troops in Hawaii. But even as moves are being plotted a half-world away on this 
Asia-Pacific strategy, full discussion with the citizens of Hawaii must be a key part of this equation. 

 

BBLLOOGGSS::  
48. EXCERPTS FROM BLOGS AROUND THE WORLD 
(PUBLISHED 30 JUL – 02 AUG 12) 

Your Guide To Fleet Week, Hydroplanes And The Blue Angels This Weekend byNikolai Lasbo from Seattle Times, August 1 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Defense Cuts Would Hurt Warfighters, Navy, Pentagon Official Testifies 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 01 AUG 12) ... Donna Cassata 

WASHINGTON — Warfighters heading to Afghanistan 
would receive less training while the Navy would be forced to 
buy fewer ships if lawmakers fail in the next five months to 
come up with an alternative deficit-reduction plan, a Pentagon 
official said Wednesday. 

Imploring Congress to act, Deputy Defense Secretary 
Ashton Carter and the White House's acting budget chief, Jeff 
Zients, outlined the devastating effect on defense and domestic 
programs if $110 billion in across-the-board reductions begin 
on Jan. 2. 

That approach "is a blunt, indiscriminate instrument 
designed to force congressional action on achieving a 
balanced deficit reduction plan," Zients told the House Armed 
Services Committee. "It is not the responsible way for our 
nation to achieve deficit reduction." 

Compromise, however, seems highly unlikely before the 
November election as the issue is caught up in the political 
fight over taxes and spending. Democrats insist any plan to 
spare the military include tax increases on high-wage earners; 
Republicans reject any plan that calls for higher taxes. 

Carter said military personnel would be exempt from the 
automatic cuts, but every other military account would be 
affected, from weapons to the number of hours commissaries 
operate. 

"Some later-deploying units (including some deploying to 
Afghanistan) could receive less training, especially in the 
Army and Marine Corps," Carter said. "Under some 
circumstances, this reduced training could impact their ability 
to respond to a new contingency, should one occur." 

In the three months to the election, Republicans are using 
the looming reductions in military spending as a political 
cudgel against Obama, arguing that the commander in chief is 
willing to risk the nation's security as he uses the leverage in 
the budget showdown with Congress. Republican presidential 
candidate Mitt Romney has echoed GOP lawmakers' criticism. 

Democrats counter that Republicans who voted for the 
cuts are trying to wriggle out of last August's deficit-cutting 
agreement and they must consider tax increases as part of any 
congressional compromise to stave off reductions. 

Twenty-two Republicans on the committee, including the 
chairman, Rep. Howard "Buck" McKeon of California, and 18 
Democrats voted for the cuts. Thirteen committee Republicans 
and seven Democrats, including ranking member Rep. Adam 
Smith of Washington state, opposed them. 

Raising the political stakes, GOP Sens. John McCain of 
Arizona, Kelly Ayotte of New Hampshire and Lindsey 
Graham of South Carolina spent two days in some of the most 
contested presidential states warning of the impact of the cuts 
on local businesses and jobs. They demanded that Obama 
negotiate with Republicans and Democrats to work out a 
solution. 

Responding to the announcement sparing personnel, the 
three expressed frustration with the administration's handling 
of the issue. 

"Rather than coming to the table with Republicans and 
Democrats in Congress to finally address the issue of budget 
sequestration, the Obama administration is flailing around 
attempting to make sequester look less devastating than it 
actually is. Wednesday's announcement increases the impact 
of these arbitrary cuts on the readiness of our armed forces," 
they said in a statement. 

Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid, D-Nev., noted that 
there are "a few Republicans wandering around the country 
stirring up things" on the looking cuts, and he urged the 
lawmakers to try to persuade other Republicans to back tax 
increases. 

Major defense contractors are wary of the impending cuts 
and debating whether they need to advise employees 60 days 
in advance of possible layoffs. That would be four days before 
the election. A law says those notices would have to go out 
ahead of time. 

The Labor Department, however, said Monday that 
federal contractors do not have to warn their employees about 
potential layoffs from the automatic, across-the-board budget 
cuts due to kick in Jan. 2. The guidance letter said it would be 
"inappropriate" for employers to send such warnings because 
it is still speculative if and where the cuts might occur. 

The White House told agency officials Tuesday to 
"continue normal spending and operations" since more than 
five months remain for Congress to act to avert the automatic 
cuts. 

According to a U.S. government official, the automatic 
budget cuts would slash about 10,000 jobs within the 
intelligence community. The official spoke on condition of 
anonymity because the official was not authorized to speak 
publicly about numbers that have not been released. 

Return to Index 
 

2. Real Tensions Over A Theoretical War 
U.S. model for a future 'Air-Sea Battle' stirs ire in China and inside Pentagon 
(WASHINGTON POST 02 AUG 12) ... Greg Jaffe 

When President Obama called on the U.S. military to shift 
its focus to Asia earlier this year, Andrew Marshall, a 91-year-
old futurist, had a vision of what to do. 

Marshall’s small office in the Pentagon has spent the past 
two decades planning for a war against an angry, aggressive 
and heavily armed China. 

No one had any idea how the war would start. But the 
American response, laid out in a concept that one of 
Marshall’s longtime proteges dubbed “Air-Sea Battle,” was 
clear. 

Stealthy American bombers and submarines would knock 
out China’s long-range surveillance radar and precision 
missile systems located deep inside the country. The initial 
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“blinding campaign” would be followed by a larger air and 
naval assault. 

The concept, the details of which are classified, has 
angered the Chinese military and has been pilloried by some 
Army and Marine Corps officers as excessively expensive. 
Some Asia analysts worry that conventional strikes aimed at 
China could spark a nuclear war. 

Air-Sea Battle drew little attention when U.S. troops were 
fighting and dying in large numbers in Iraq and Afghanistan. 
Now the military’s decade of battling insurgencies is ending, 
defense budgets are being cut, and top military officials, 
ordered to pivot toward Asia, are looking to Marshall’s office 
for ideas. 

In recent months, the Air Force and Navy have come up 
with more than 200 initiatives they say they need to realize 
Air-Sea Battle. The list emerged, in part, from war games 
conducted by Marshall’s office and includes new weaponry 
and proposals to deepen cooperation between the Navy and 
the Air Force. 

A former nuclear strategist, Marshall has spent the past 40 
years running the Pentagon’s Office of Net Assessment, 
searching for potential threats to American dominance. In the 
process, he has built a network of allies in Congress, in the 
defense industry, at think tanks and at the Pentagon that 
amounts to a permanent Washington bureaucracy. 

While Marshall’s backers praise his office as a place 
where officials take the long view, ignoring passing Pentagon 
fads, critics see a dangerous tendency toward alarmism that is 
exaggerating the China threat to drive up defense spending. 

“The old joke about the Office of Net Assessment is that 
it should be called the Office of Threat Inflation,” said Barry 
Posen, director of the MIT Security Studies Program. “They 
go well beyond exploring the worst cases.  They convince 
others to act as if the worst cases are inevitable.” 

Marshall dismisses criticism that his office focuses too 
much on China as a future enemy, saying it is the Pentagon’s 
job to ponder worst-case scenarios. 

“We tend to look at not very happy futures,” he said in a 
recent interview. 

China tensions 
Even as it has embraced Air-Sea Battle, the Pentagon has 

struggled to explain it without inflaming already tense 
relations with China. The result has been an information 
vacuum that has sown confusion and controversy. 

Senior Chinese military officials warn that the Pentagon’s 
new effort could spark an arms race. 

“If the U.S. military develops Air-Sea Battle to deal with 
the [People’s Liberation Army], the PLA will be forced to 
develop anti-Air-Sea Battle,” one officer, Col. Gaoyue Fan, 
said last year in a debate sponsored by the Center for Strategic 
and International Studies, a defense think tank. 

Pentagon officials counter that the concept is focused 
solely on defeating precision missile systems. 

“It’s not about a specific actor,” a senior defense official 
told reporters last year. “It is not about a specific regime.” 

The heads of the Air Force and Navy, meanwhile, have 
maintained that Air-Sea Battle has applications even beyond 
combat. The concept could help the military reach melting ice 
caps in the Arctic Circle or a melted-down nuclear reactor in 
Japan, Adm. Jonathan Greenert, the U.S. chief of naval 
operations, said in May at the Brookings Institution. 

At the same event, Gen. Norton Schwartz, the Air Force 
chief, upbraided a retired Marine colonel who asked how Air-
Sea Battle might be employed in a war with China. 

“This inclination to narrow down on a particular scenario 
is unhelpful,” Schwartz said. 

Privately, senior Pentagon officials concede that Air-Sea 
Battle’s goal is to help U.S. forces weather an initial Chinese 
assault and counterattack to destroy sophisticated radar and 
missile systems built to keep U.S. ships away from China’s 
coastline. 

Their concern is fueled by the steady growth in China’s 
defense spending, which has increased to as much as $180 
billion a year, or about one-third of the Pentagon’s budget, and 
China’s increasingly aggressive behavior in the South China 
Sea. 

“We want to put enough uncertainty in the minds of 
Chinese military planners that they would not want to take us 
on,” said a senior Navy official overseeing the service’s 
modernization efforts. “Air-Sea Battle is all about convincing 
the Chinese that we will win this competition.” 

Like others quoted in this article, the official spoke on the 
condition of anonymity because of the sensitivity of the 
subject. 

A military tech 'revolution' 
Air-Sea Battle grew out of Marshall’s fervent belief, 

dating to the 1980s, that technological advancements were on 
the verge of ushering in a new epoch of war. 

New information technology allowed militaries to fire 
within seconds of finding the enemy. Better precision bombs 
guaranteed that the Americans could hit their targets almost 
every time. Together these advances could give conventional 
bombs almost the same power as small nuclear weapons, 
Marshall surmised. 

Marshall asked his military assistant, a bright officer with 
a Harvard doctorate, to draft a series of papers on the coming 
“revolution in military affairs.” The work captured the interest 
of dozens of generals and several defense secretaries. 

Eventually, senior military leaders, consumed by bloody, 
low-tech wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, seemed to forget about 
Marshall’s revolution. Marshall, meanwhile, zeroed in on 
China as the country most likely to exploit the revolution in 
military affairs and supplant the United States’ position as the 
world’s sole superpower. 

In recent years, as the growth of China’s military has 
outpaced most U.S. intelligence projections, interest in China 
as a potential rival to the United States has soared. 

“In the blink of an eye, people have come to take very 
seriously the China threat,” said Andrew Hoehn, a senior vice 
president at Rand Corp. “They’ve made very rapid progress.” 

Most of Marshall’s writings over the past four decades are 
classified. He almost never speaks in public and even in 
private meetings is known for his long stretches of silence. 

His influence grows largely out of his study budget, 
which in recent years has floated between $13 million and $19 
million and is frequently allocated to think tanks, defense 
consultants and academics with close ties to his office. More 
than half the money typically goes to six firms. 

Among the largest recipients is the Center for Strategic 
and Budgetary Assessments, a defense think tank run by 
retired Lt. Col. Andrew Krepinevich, the Harvard graduate 
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who wrote the first papers for Marshall on the revolution in 
military affairs. 

In the past 15 years, CSBA has run more than two dozen 
China war games for Marshall’s office and written dozens of 
studies. The think tank typically collects about $2.75 million 
to $3 million a year, about 40 percent of its annual revenue, 
from Marshall’s office, according to Pentagon statistics and 
CSBA’s most recent financial filings. 

Krepinevich makes about $865,000 in salary and benefits, 
or almost double the compensation paid out to the heads of 
other nonpartisan think tanks such as the Center for Strategic 
and International Studies and the Brookings Institution. CSBA 
said its board sets executive compensation based on a review 
of salaries at other organizations doing similar work. 

The war games run by CSBA are set 20 years in the future 
and cast China as a hegemonic and aggressive enemy. Guided 
anti-ship missiles sink U.S. aircraft carriers and other surface 
ships. Simultaneous Chinese strikes destroy American air 
bases, making it impossible for the U.S. military to launch its 
fighter jets. The outnumbered American force fights back with 
conventional strikes on China’s mainland, knocking out long-
range precision missiles and radar. 

“The fundamental problem is the same one that the 
Soviets identified 30 years ago,” Krepinevich said in an 
interview. “If you can see deep and shoot deep with a high 
degree of accuracy, our large bases are not sanctuaries. They 
are targets.” 

Some critics doubt that China, which owns $1.6 trillion in 
U.S. debt and depends heavily on the American economy, 
would strike U.S. forces out of the blue. 

“It is absolutely fraudulent,” said Jonathan D. Pollack, a 
senior fellow at Brookings. “What is the imaginable context or 
scenario for this attack?” 

Other defense analysts warn that an assault on the 
Chinese mainland carries potentially catastrophic risks and 
could quickly escalate to nuclear armageddon. 

The war games elided these concerns. Instead they 
focused on how U.S. forces would weather the initial Chinese 
missile salvo and attack. 

To survive, allied commanders dispersed their planes to 
austere airfields on the Pacific islands of Tinian and Palau. 
They built bomb-resistant aircraft shelters and brought in rapid 
runway repair kits to fix damaged airstrips. 

Stealthy bombers and quiet submarines waged a 
counterattack. The allied approach became the basis for the 
Air-Sea Battle. 

Think tank's paper 
Although the Pentagon has struggled to talk publicly 

about Air-Sea Battle, CSBA has not been similarly restrained. 
In 2010, it published a 125-page paper outlining how the 
concept could be used to fight a war with China. 

The paper contains less detail than the classified Pentagon 
version. Shortly after its publication, U.S. allies in Asia, 
frustrated by the Pentagon’s silence on the subject, began 
looking to CSBA for answers. 

“We started to get a parade of senior people, particularly 
from Japan, though also Taiwan and to a lesser extent China, 
saying, ‘So, this is what Air-Sea Battle is” Krepinevich said 
this year at an event at another think tank. 

Soon, U.S. officials began to hear complaints. 
“The PLA went nuts,” said a U.S. official who recently 

returned from Beijing. 
Told that Air-Sea Battle was not aimed at China, one PLA 

general replied that the CSBA report mentioned the PLA 190 
times, the official said. (The actual count is closer to 400.) 

Inside the Pentagon, the Army and Marine Corps have 
mounted offensives against the concept, which could lead to 
less spending on ground combat. 

An internal assessment, prepared for the Marine Corps 
commandant and obtained by The Washington Post, warns 
that “an Air-Sea Battle-focused Navy and Air Force would be 
preposterously expensive to build in peace time” and would 
result in “incalculable human and economic destruction” if 
ever used in a major war with China. 

The concept, however, aligns with Obama’s broader 
effort to shift the U.S. military’s focus toward Asia and 
provides a framework for preserving some of the Pentagon’s 
most sophisticated weapons programs, many of which have 
strong backing in Congress. 

Sens. Joseph I. Lieberman (I-Conn.) and John Cornyn (R-
Tex.) inserted language into the 2012 Defense Authorization 
bill requiring the Pentagon to issue a report this year detailing 
its plans for implementing the concept. The legislation orders 
the Pentagon to explain what weapons systems it will need to 
carry out Air-Sea Battle, its timeline for implementing the 
concept and an estimate of the costs associated with it. 

Lieberman and Cornyn’s staff turned to an unsurprising 
source when drafting the questions. 

“We asked CSBA for help,” one of the staffers said. “In a 
lot of ways, they created it.” 

Julie Tate contributed to this report. 
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3. Aircraft Carrier Abraham Lincoln Heads To Norfolk 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 01 AUG 12) ... Lauren King 

The aircraft carrier Abraham Lincoln is scheduled to 
arrive at Norfolk Naval Station on Tuesday following an 
eight-month deployment. 

It will be based in Virginia for a four-year refueling 
complex overhaul, according to a news release from the Navy. 
The aircraft carrier will be refueled, the ship’s combat and 
communication systems will be upgraded and modernized, 
and the hull, mechanical and electrical systems will be 
overhauled. 

The Abraham Lincoln left its homeport in Everett, Wash., 
in December for deployment in the Navy's 5th, 6th and 7th 
Fleet areas of responsibility. 

Members of the "Blue Blasters" of Strike Fighter 
Squadron 34 will also return home with the Abraham Lincoln 
on Tuesday.  

The squadron's 10 pilots, flying F/A-18 Hornet aircraft, 
will fly home to Oceana Naval Air Station in Virginia Beach 
this week on Friday. 

The squadron left Oceana in December and flew aboard 
the Abraham Lincoln in San Diego for what was expected to 
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be a five-month deployment, according to a news release from 
the Navy. The deployment was extended twice. 

USS Abraham Lincoln Concludes Eight-Month 
Deployment  

(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 01 AUG 12) U.S. Fleet Forces 
Public Affairs 

NORFOLK, Va. -- The Nimitz-class aircraft carrier USS 
Abraham Lincoln (CVN 72) is scheduled to arrive in its new 
homeport at Naval Station Norfolk Aug. 7, following an eight-
month deployment to the U.S. Navy's 5th, 6th and 7th Fleet 
areas of responsibility.  

Commanded by Capt. John D. Alexander, Lincoln 
departed Naval Station Everett, Wash., her home since 
January 1997, in December 2011 for a scheduled change-of-

homeport deployment to Virginia for a four-year refueling 
complex overhaul (RCOH).  

During the RCOH period, Lincoln's nuclear reactors will 
be refueled, the ship's combat and communication systems 
will be upgraded and modernized, and the hull, mechanical 
and electrical systems will be overhauled. 

Lincoln deployed as the flagship for Carrier Strike Group 
(CSG) 9, commanded by Rear Adm. Mike Shoemaker. Carrier 
Strike Group (CSG) 9 is comprised of Carrier Air Wing 
(CVW) 2, Destroyer Squadron (DESRON) 9, guided-missile 
cruiser USS Cape St. George (CG 71), and guided-missile 
destroyers USS Momsen (DDG 92) and USS Sterett (DDG 
104). 
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4. SAPR Master Mobile Training Team Visits 'Big E' 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 01 AUG 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Brian G. Reynolds, Enterprise Carrier Strike 
Group Public Affairs 

USS ENTERPRISE, At Sea -- A Sexual Assault 
Prevention and Response (SAPR) Master Mobile Training 
Team (MMTT) visited aircraft carrier USS Enterprise (CVN 
65) in the Arabian Sea to provide training to command 
leadership, July 31-Aug. 1 as the ship continued its final 
deployment. 

Sexual Assault Prevention and Response MMTTs began 
deployments to worldwide locations July 13, as part of the 
Navy's aggressive efforts to prevent sexual assaults and 
promote essential culture changes within the force. 

The teams are providing SAPR leadership training 
(SAPR-L) to command leadership triads (commanding 
officer/officer in charge, executive officer/assistant officer in 
charge, and command master chief/chief of the boat/senior 
enlisted advisor) in fleet concentration areas and locations 
with significant Navy presence. The command triads will then 
deliver the SAPR-L training to their command leadership, E-7 
and above. 

"We provide leadership with the tools, such as awareness, 
prevention and response," said Naval Education Training 
Command (NETC) Command Master Chief (SW/AW) 
Dominic A. Musso, the senior enlisted advisor to Rear Adm. 
Cliff Sharpe. "Our goal is to ensure that everyone understands 
what it is, how to prevent it, and, if it happens, how we can 
respond correctly. You respond correctly by supporting, 
reporting and initiating the official investigation." 

Nearly 650 SAPR-L training sessions are scheduled to be 
conducted Navy-wide by the middle of August, providing 
training for regular and reserve commands. All SAPR-L 
training must be completed for E-7 and above by Sept. 30, and 
SAPR-L training completion will be documented by 
individual commands via the Fleet Training Management 
Planning System (FLTMPS). 

"Until recently we have not made an official stance saying 
that we will eliminate sexual assault in the Navy," said Musso, 
a former Enterprise command master chief. "Our CNO has 
done that. We are now equipping commands with the tools to 
ensure that Sailors feel comfortable reporting these events up 
the chain of command where action can be taken."  

Sexual assault prevention is an important element of the 
readiness area of the 21st Century Sailor and Marine initiative, 
which consolidates a set of objectives and policies, new and 
existing, to maximize Sailor and Marine personal readiness, 
build resiliency and hone the most combat-effective force in 
the history of the department of the Navy (DoN). 

"This training is a key component to stamping out sexual 
assault," said Enterprise Command Master Chief (AW/SW) 
Dwayne Huff. "It was concise and made clear that sexual 
assault affects everyone and we have no room for it in our 
Navy." 
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5. Navy To Host Memorial Service For Former CNO 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 01 AUG 12) ... Department of Defense 

WASHINGTON -- A memorial service for the 22nd 
Chief of Naval Operations (CNO), Adm. James D. Watkins, 
will be held Aug. 3, at 11 a.m. EST in the Crypt Church of the 
Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception 
in Washington, D.C. 

Watkins passed away July 26, at the age of 85, and is 
survived by his wife Janet and six children. 

U.S. Defense Secretary Leon E. Panetta and current Chief 
of Naval Operations Adm. Jonathan Greenert will both 
participate in the service. 

"Adm. Watkins served the nation leading Sailors during 
some of our nation's most trying and challenging times from 

1949 to 1986," said Greenert. "His strategic approach to 
safeguarding our national security and interests at sea set a 
precedent for generations to come. Adm. Watkins was an 
innovative thinker who pushed our Navy forward. He was 
known for developing a Maritime Strategy for dealing with the 
U.S.S.R. and improving the quality of life for Sailors and their 
families. We will always remember the life and honorable 
service of a great leader." 

A 1949 graduate of the U.S. Naval Academy, Watkins 
became CNO June 30, 1982, and served until June 30, 1986, 
during the height of the Cold War. A career submariner, he 
also commanded the Navy's Sixth Fleet in Naples, Italy, and 
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later the U.S. Pacific Fleet in Pearl Harbor. He also served as 
chief of naval personnel and vice chief of naval operations. 

"Few have lived as full or accomplished a life as Adm. 
Watkins," said Secretary of the Navy Ray Mabus. "Although 
we mourn his passing, we celebrate his accomplishments not 
only as a consummate naval officer and public servant, but 
also as a man who understood the importance of taking care of 
the entire Navy family." 

As CNO, Watkins led a Navy that operated in support of 
national objectives in Grenada, Lebanon, and the Arabian 
Gulf. Appreciating that changes that were occurring in the 
Soviet Union at the end of the Cold War, he initiated a review 
of American naval strategy. He precipitated a renaissance in 
naval operational thought that encouraged a new generation of 
officers to become more deeply involved. 

After retiring from the Navy, he led a very active life. In 
1987, he chaired President Reagan's Commission on the HIV 
epidemic. Known as "The Watkins Commission," it 
investigated the AIDS epidemic and eventually recommended 
support for increased AIDS research, laws protecting HIV-
positive people and treatment of drug addiction. 

On March 9, 1989, Watkins was sworn in as secretary of 
energy by President George Bush. As energy secretary, he 
developed a 10-point plan to strengthen environmental 
protection and waste management activities, established the 
Office of Environmental Restoration and Waste Management, 
and recognizing America's dependence on foreign oil, 
instituted policy designed to increase oil production and 
decrease consumption to counter Iraqi-Kuwaiti oil losses 
caused by the Iraqi invasion of Kuwait. He remained in his 
position as energy secretary until 1993. 

The U.S. Commission on Ocean Policy became the 
second presidential commission chaired by Watkins. 
Established by The Oceans Act of 2000, on Jan. 20, 2001, the 
commission was charged with developing a comprehensive 
national ocean policy including governance, research, 
education, marine operations, stewardship and investment. It 
conducted hearings and research before producing its final 
report, "An Ocean Blueprint for the 21st Century," Sept. 20, 
2004. 
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CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
6. U.S. To Mull More Bombers, Submarines For Pacific 
(REUTERS 02 AUG 12) ... Jim Wolf 

WASHINGTON--Pentagon planners will consider adding 
bombers and attack submarines as part of a growing U.S. 
focus on security challenges in the Asia-Pacific, a senior 
Defense Department official said on Wednesday. 

"We will take another look" at sending more such muscle 
to the strategic hub of Guam in the western Pacific, now that 
this has been recommended by an independent review of U.S. 
regional military plans, Robert Scher, deputy assistant 
secretary of defense for plans, told lawmakers. 

U.S. strategy calls for shifting military, diplomatic and 
economic resources toward the region after a decade of land 
wars in Iraq and Afghanistan sparked by the September 11, 
2001, attacks on New York and the Pentagon. 

The Defense Department, however, must weigh the issue 
from a broad global perspective and take into account 
competing requirements, Scher testified before the U.S. House 
of Representatives' Armed Services subcommittee on 
readiness. 

Guam, a U.S. territory about three-quarters of the way 
from Hawaii to the Philippines, played an active role during 
the Vietnam War as a way station for U.S. bombers. 

The Air Force operates from the island's Andersen Air 
Force Base, which hosts a rotational unit of B-52 bombers. 
The major U.S. Navy presence includes a squadron of three 
attack submarines. 

Independent assessment 
The new assessment of the U.S. military force posture in 

the region was carried out by the Center for Strategic and 
International Studies, or CSIS, a nonpartisan policy research 
group, subsequent to a congressional mandate. 

It recommended in a report made public last week 
stationing one or more additional attack submarines in Guam 
to provide what it called a critical edge against "anti-access, 

area denial" - technologies being developed by China to keep 
the U.S. military at bay. 

CSIS listed as another option permanently relocating a B-
52 squadron of 12 aircraft to Guam, rather than the current 
practice of rotating in from bases in the continental United 
States. 

The central geostrategic uncertainty that the United States 
and its allies and partners face in the region "is how China's 
growing power and influence will impact order and stability in 
the years ahead," the CSIS review said. 

It said U.S. forces can help shape the peacetime 
environment by standing behind U.S. security commitments - 
a move the review said would "dissuade Chinese coercion or 
North Korean aggression." 

Defense Secretary Leon Panetta has announced plans to 
"rebalance" U.S. naval forces from a nearly 50-50 split 
between the Atlantic and the Pacific to a 60-40 mix in favor of 
the Asia-Pacific. The details of this shift have not been spelled 
out, although officials have said much of the buildup will 
involve new ships. 

Sher, in joint written testimony to the panel with David 
Helvey, an acting deputy assistant secretary of defense for the 
region, said the Defense Department agreed with the CSIS 
assessment that "there are opportunities to move forward with 
Guam and send an important signal to the region." 

Neither additional bombers nor additional attack 
submarines are in current U.S. plans for the region but will be 
considered based on CSIS's "good work," Scher told Reuters 
after the hearing. 

David Berteau, director of the CSIS International Security 
Program and a co-director of the review, said Guam cold 
absorb additional submarines without a huge amount of extra 
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military construction costs, for instance for pier space or shore 
facilities. 

The Defense Department also will continue to explore 
opportunities with the Philippines, a treaty ally, of deploying 

forces to unspecified "priority areas" to enhance maritime 
security, the Defense Department officials testified. 
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7. VX-1 Flies P-8 Poseidon During Rim Of The Pacific 2012 
(AVIONICS INTELLIGENCE 01 AUG 12) 

PEARL HARBOR, Hawaii -- The P-8A Poseidon jet, a 
replacement maritime patrol aircraft for the P-3C Orion, made 
its Rim of the Pacific (RIMPAC) exercise debut this year, 
flown by two air crews from Air Test and Evaluation 
Squadron (VX) 1 at Marine Corps Base Hawaii in Kaneohe 
Bay, during the 23rd edition of the biennial exercise. 

"While the P-3C Orion is a very forgiving aircraft and has 
served the fleet very well, the P-8A Poseidon is easier to fly, 
trims well, and handles flawlessly [at low altitude]," said Lt. 
Cmdr. Chris Artis, VX-1 maintenance officer and integrated 
training team pilot. "It's easy to maneuver, and the situational 
awareness in the cockpit is unlike anything I've ever seen 
before. Getting used to the technology and the different 
displays can be a challenge, but overall it's fun to fly."  

The VX-1 crews flew two P-8As during 24 exercise 
events ranging from routine test flights to simulated anti-
submarine warfare. VX-1 officials said training requirements 
are extensive in the P-8A because of the complexity and the 
speed of the aircraft, and that RIMPAC provided extensive, 
open airspace and a robust exercise schedule where the 
squadron could demonstrate the capability of the new aircraft.  

"The addition of two P-8A aircraft from Test and 
Evaluation Squadron 1 enabled us to get an early look at how 
we can integrate this new platform in a Joint and Combined 
operating environment," said Adm. Cecil D. Haney, U.S. 
Pacific Fleet commander, who flew a mission with VX-1 
earlier in the week. "I had the opportunity to personally 
observe its great potential during a flight where the crew 
demonstrated each weapon system while we conducted ASW 
and ISR."  

The P-8A is based on the Boeing 737-800ERX airliner, 
but incorporates a host of modifications. The Poseidon will 
replace the P-3C Orion, now in its 50th year of service, as a 

long-range anti-submarine warfare, anti-surface warfare, 
intelligence, surveillance and reconnaissance aircraft. It will 
maximize the experience and technology of the Orion but with 
significant growth potential, greater payload capacity, 
advanced mission systems, software and communications. Six 
additional fuel tanks in P-8As allow for the jet's extended 
range.  

"The P-3C is an aging airframe with aging systems on 
board." said Cmdr. Gregory Sleppy, VX-1 operational test 
director for the P-8. "It's becoming very expensive to operate 
because of the age of the airframe, and has been up for 50 
years; that's half the life of [naval] aviation."  

P-8As feature Raytheon multi-mission surface search 
radars, and incorporate a short bomb bay aft of the wings for 
torpedoes, sonobouys (small expendable sonar capsules that 
are dropped or ejected from the aircraft for anti-submarine 
warfare or underwater acoustic research), and cargo.  

"We can look forward to an increased availability rate 
right off the bat," said Sleppy. "Next you're going to see a 
more interoperable platform. The communications suite on the 
aircraft is far more advanced. Those are going to be the 
immediate things that the fleet commanders are going to see."  

Twenty-two nations, more than 40 ships and submarines, 
over 200 aircraft and 25,000 personnel are participating in the 
RIMPAC exercise from June 29 to Aug. 3 in and around the 
Hawaiian Islands. The world's largest international maritime 
exercise, RIMPAC provides a unique training opportunity that 
helps participants foster and sustain the cooperative 
relationships that are critical to ensuring the safety of sea lanes 
and security on the world's oceans. RIMPAC 2012 is the 23rd 
exercise in the series that began in 1971.  
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8. RIMPAC Made Possible By Air, As Well As By Sea Assets 
(HONOLULU STAR-ADVERTISER 01 AUG 12) ... William Cole 

POHAKULOA TRAINING AREA, HAWAII -- The two 
big Air Force C-17 cargo carriers banked in tight turns over 
the West Hawaii coastline as a fictitious war was waged in the 
sky and on the ground. 

Two A-10 attack aircraft briefly trailed after the Hickam-
based cargo jets during Rim of the Pacific war games Tuesday 
and then darted off to strike a simulated enemy on the ground 
at Pohakuloa Training Area threatening the supply-drop 
mission. 

From about 1,000 feet the crew of the C-17 named "Spirit 
of Kamehameha" released a small drogue parachute out the 
open rear cargo door and then sent 3,010 pounds of simulated 
cargo — the weight of a small car — hurtling out the back fast 
enough to leave behind a burning smell. 

Twin green parachutes billowed open, slowly carrying the 
supplies to the ground. 

"It's a very well-orchestrated process to have the drogue 
chute go out and then be able to pull the extraction package 
off the ramp," said Master Sgt. Brian Chew-ning, a C-17 
loadmaster with the 535th Airlift Squadron at Joint Base Pearl 
Harbor-Hickam. 

Although the seagoing part of RIMPAC gets the most 
attention, more than 200 aircraft are part of the airborne 
orchestral ensemble in the 23rd iteration of RIMPAC, and 
they are being used in some interesting ways. According to 
RIMPAC officials: 

» A-10 Thunderbolt IIs, noted tank killers, participated in 
two "sink exercises," dropping laser-guided bombs and using 
their 30-mm Gatling gun against decommissioned ship targets, 
as well as participated in anti-submarine warfare training. 
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» B-52 bombers forward-deployed to Guam flew more 
than 18-hour round trips to Hawaii for low-level naval mining 
runs and to provide close-air support. 

Aging U.S. Navy P-3 Orion surveillance and sub-hunting 
propeller aircraft participated in the sinking of two 
decommissioned ships, firing six Harpoon and six Maverick 
missiles. 

The collaboration fits in with a relatively new integration 
of U.S. naval and air forces called Air-Sea Battle which 
stresses greater levels of cooperation to prevent other nations 
from denying access to shipping lanes, particularly in the 
western Pacific. The battle concept also is seen as a way to do 
more with less defense funding. 

RIMPAC provides the opportunity not only to test greater 
integration of the Navy and Air Force, but to practice in a busy 
military environment with lots of assets and other nations 
participating. 

Lt. Col. Patrick Winstead, commander of the active-duty 
535th Airlift Squadron, said his C-17 crews have been flying 
RIMPAC missions about three days a week. The Hawaii Air 
National Guard also flies the eight C-17s at Hickam. 

Winstead calls RIMPAC "a huge opportunity to train." 
More complex missions have included C-17s dropping 
supplies or troops with eight to 10 fighters covering for the 
cargo jets. 

"Those fighters are trying to protect us, and other 
(simulated enemy) fighters are trying to prevent us from doing 
(the mission), and so there's a lot more communication, a lot 

more dynamic flow with what's going to go on," Winstead 
said. 

The diversity of training with multiple types of fighter 
aircraft is not often available, he said. 

Both Hickam C-17s taking part in the exercise over 
Pohakuloa Training Area dropped a combination of heavy and 
lighter loads. The Spirit of Kamehameha also dropped by 
parachute four 55-gallon plastic drums partially filled with 
water. 

The crews used the trip out and back to also practice air 
refueling north of Hawaii island and to simulate troop 
parachute drops from an altitude of 800 feet during two passes 
over Kahoolawe. 

The Spirit of Kamehameha linked up with a Hawaii Air 
National Guard KC-135R refueling tanker, edging ever closer 
and beneath the tanker to the point where the jets were 10 feet 
apart. 

"When you are new to it (refueling), and even if you've 
done it for a while, every time you do it, it's different. That 
makes it challenging," said Maj. Jon Baize, 32, a 15th Wing 
pilot who flew part of the mission Tuesday. 

From the C-17 it looked as though the tanker's refueling 
boom was headed for the cargo jet's cockpit window. 

"It's a little nerve-wracking the first couple of times you 
do it, and then you get really comfortable with it," said Capt. 
Mike Recker, 28, another of the pilots. 
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9. Special Forces Make Leap Of Faith 
(III MARINE EXPEDITIONARY FORCE/MARINE CORPS INSTALLATIONS PACIFIC 02 AUG 12) ... Lance Cpl. Donald Peterson 

OKINAWA, Japan -- As cold air rushed through the CH-
46E Sea Knight helicopter, Army special forces and their 
Navy team members prepared themselves for a leap 5,000 feet 
above their landing zone. 

Soldiers and sailors with 1st Battalion, 1st Special Forces 
Group (Airborne), practiced their parachuting skills with the 
help of Marine Medium Helicopter Squadron 265, Marine 
Aircraft Group 36, 1st Marine Aircraft Wing, III Marine 
Expeditionary Force, July 26. 

Pilots with the squadron flew two CH-46Es in the skies 
over Ie Shima, Okinawa, Japan, enabling the service members 
to conduct parachute training. 

“We enjoyed helping the unit with this (training),” said 
Capt. Vladimir Y. Yarnykh, a Marine Corps CH-46E pilot 
with the squadron. “We have taken them out several times to 
help with parachute (training), and we plan to help with future 
(training) as well.” 

The service members practiced static-line parachuting, 
during which a static line is attached to one end of the aircraft 
while the other end is attached to the pilot chute inside the 
jumper’s backpack. This opens a jumper’s parachute 
automatically upon exiting the aircraft. 

In addition to static-line parachuting, the service members 
also performed free-fall parachute jumps. 

“Though people may think it’s not a perishable skill, it 
really is,” said one of the Navy jumpers. “If we don’t practice 

jumping constantly, then we won’t be able to do all our 
formation landings and jumps well.” 

The unit’s airborne group frequently conducts parachute 
training evolutions to ensure its service members can perform 
their jumps safely when called upon. 

“Safety is our number one priority with the jumps,” said 
the Army senior medic for the battalion. “Wind, weather and 
location all play a part in a successful jump. If the wind is too 
(strong), then we may not be able to control where we land, 
and if there are thick clouds, we won’t be able to see.” 

To help ensure safety, Marine pilots communicated with 
Army Special Forces support personnel on the ground at the 
drop zone. 

“Communication between people on the ground and the 
pilots is paramount to ensure a safe jump,” said an Army 
jumper. “If we go to jump, and there are clouds (obscuring our 
view of the drop zone), we have to be sure everything is safe 
on the ground. If it’s not, then we have to cancel the jump.” 

As the training came to an end, the service members 
gathered and discussed the training evolution. 

“The training went well,” said the battalion’s senior 
medic. “Everyone did their part and landed in formation like 
they were supposed to. Some had a few problems with their 
parachutes at first, but the important thing is that we know 
what improvements can be made, and we make (future 
jumps).” 

Return to Index 
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10. 22nd Naval Construction Regiment Transfers Authority In Afghanistan 
(DVIDS 01 AUG 12) ... Yeoman 3rd Class Travis J. Pawlikowski 

KANDAHAR AIRFIELD, Afghanistan -- U.S. Navy 
Seabees assigned to the 22nd Naval Construction Regiment, 
Task Force Stethem, took part in a transfer of authority 
ceremony at Kandahar Airfield with the U.S. Army's 411th 
Engineer Brigade, Task Force Empire, July 31, 2012. 

The ceremony signals the end of a six month deployment 
in Afghanistan for sailors of the 22nd NCR. More importantly, 
it marks a historic moment in Seabee history, because the 
22nd NCR will be the final regiment to have deployed in 
support of Operation Enduring Freedom. 

The unit deployed as Task Force Stethem in honor of 
Steelworker 2nd Class (Diver) Robert Dean Stethem. In June 
1985, Stethem was aboard TWA Flight 847 when it was 
hijacked by Hezbollah terrorists. When their demands were 
not met, Stethem was targeted as a member of the U.S. 
military and was tortured. 

Petty Officer Stethem was posthumously awarded the 
Bronze Star and Purple Heart, as he exemplified the Navy core 
values of honor, courage and commitment, sacrificing his life 
to save the lives of the other passengers onboard. 

The off-ramping of the unit is part of the surge recovery 
efforts to reduce American forces in the theater as NATO 
continues to transition control of the country to the Afghans. 

While units will continue the mission of Task Force 
Stethem, its presence will certainly be missed in Afghanistan. 

"The joint engineer force of Task Force Stethem 
demonstrated unflinching fortitude and dauntless courage 
while executing vital freedom of maneuver projects, force 
protection measures, water wells, bridges, and tactical 
infrastructure builds to enhance combat power, command and 

control, and survivability for coalition forces combating 
insurgents in southern and western Afghanistan," said Capt. 
Kathryn A. Donovan, commodore of the 22nd NCR and 
commander of Task Force Stethem. 

"The enduring impact of these operations tangibly 
enabled three regional commands across Afghanistan to 
execute their counter insurgency missions and directly 
contributed to accomplishing strategic objectives." 

One of the most notable accomplishments of the regiment 
involved a partnership with the U.S. Air Force's 443rd Air 
Expeditionary Advisory Squadron. Together, the Navy and 
Air Force trained and instructed Afghan engineers assigned 
Kandahar Airfield and the 205th Corps of the Afghan National 
Army. 

"It was a great mission to be a part of, knowing that you 
helped not only U.S. troops but the local citizens as well," said 
Constructionman Electrician 2nd Class Joshua Murphy, a 
Seabee with the 22nd NCR. "It's a bittersweet moment though, 
after 10 years of a regiment being deployed, knowing you're 
the last one and all of the good you have accomplished here." 

The 22nd NCR deployed to the Combined Joint 
Operations Area - Afghanistan from its homeport of Gulfport, 
Miss., Jan. 29, to provide command and control oversight of 
engineer construction effects across three regional commands 
in the country. 

The regiment is a part of the naval construction force, a 
military engineering force of active and reserve component 
Seabees operating in support of U.S. and coalition missions 
worldwide.  
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GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
11. Strait Of Malacca Stands As Model Of Multilateral Cooperation 
(AFPS 01 AUG 12) 

ABOARD A MILITARY AIRCRAFT – U.S. Pacific 
Command is holding up a multinational partnership in the 
Asia-Pacific region as a model for the type of cooperation the 
command is working to promote to deal with transnational 
threats. 

A decade ago, the Strait of Malacca was a dangerous 
place, where pirates launched almost 50 attacks a year in the 
narrow, 550-mile-long sea lane linking the Indian and Pacific 
oceans. That had serious international implications, because 
about 50,000 vessels transit the passageway each year, 
carrying an estimated 40 percent of the world’s trade. 

Today, incidents have dropped to fewer than five a year, 
without a single successful hijacking in almost four years, 
reported Air Force Maj. Gen. Michael A. Keltz, Pacom's 
director of strategic planning and policy. 

Keltz attributed that success to a partnership among 
nations bordering the strait, with help from U.S.-funded 
technology that has boosted maritime security dramatically. 

Meanwhile, countries that once resisted engaging in 
multilateral, multinational operations now are doing so, Keltz 
said. Singapore, Indonesia, Malaysia and, increasingly, 
Thailand, have joined forces to increase patrols and improve 
their collective maritime domain awareness and law-
enforcement capabilities. 

A command and control information center that opened at 
Singapore’s Changi Naval Base in 2009 supports this effort, 
drawing together information shared by 11 nations. This 
includes data from shore-based radars positioned throughout 
the region and an electronic tracking system that automatically 
identifies vessels transiting the strait. 

The neighbors share this information, establishing a 
common operational picture that enables all to better detect 
and identify potential threats, Keltz said. 

The Strait of Malacca stands as an example, he said, as 
nations come together to address regional challenges 
collectively. 

“That is the model we are building for our [Association of 
Southeast Asian Nations] partner nations,” he said. “We help 
them achieve the basic [defense] capabilities so that they can 
do that [mission] themselves.” 

As it implements the new strategic guidance focused 
heavily on the Asia-Pacific, Pacom is working actively to 
promote more multilateral cooperation, Keltz noted. It’s a 
major thrust behind the Pacific rebalancing effort, including 
new force rotational arrangements. 

“We want to be better situated around the entire Pacific to 
build those partnership capacities on a trilateral, multilateral 
and regional basis,” he said. 
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As regional partners exercise their own enhanced 
capabilities, Singapore has agreed to host U.S. Navy littoral 
combat ships on a rotational basis. The Navy’s new LCS, USS 
Freedom, is scheduled for its first 10-month rotational 
deployment to Singapore beginning next spring. 

Navy Adm. Samuel J. Locklear III, Pacom commander, 
welcomed the planned rotations, along with Marine rotational 
deployments in Australia, as a way to expand U.S. presence in 
the Asia-Pacific without the need for more permanently based 
forces. 

The littoral combat ships, he said, will be positioned 
alongside a strong, reliable partner near the strategic Strait of 
Malacca that links the Indian and Pacific oceans. “It will give 
us a unique, credible combat credibility for our maritime 
security, particularly in one of the largest choke points in the 
world,” he said. 

Defense Secretary Leon E. Panetta and Defense Minister 
Ng En Hen of Singapore announced during security talks in 
Singapore that the two countries had agreed to lay plans for 
expanding this arrangement to include additional littoral ships. 

“Secretary Panetta reaffirmed that the LCS deployment 
would strengthen U.S. engagement in the region, through the 
port calls at regional ports, and engagement of regional navies 

through activities such as exercises and exchanges,” according 
to a joint statement released after that meeting. 

Locklear said he’d like to build on these models as he 
implements the new strategic guidance that emphasizes the 
importance of Asia and the Pacific. Rotational forces provide 
“an uptick in presence” that he said complements that 
provided by the 330,000 service members permanently based 
within Pacom’s area of responsibility. 

“What they provide is an ability to work with our allies 
and to leverage the capabilities of the allies across all aspects 
of peace to conflict,” the admiral said. Meanwhile, he added, 
the additional presence rotational forces provide creates 
regional footholds that could pay off if the United States had 
to flow more forces to protect U.S. or allies interests there. 

That presence, and the experience base it helps to build, 
would be particularly valuable in a disaster requiring 
humanitarian assistance, such as the earthquake and tsunami in 
Japan, or any other crisis, he said. 

“It gives training to the forces that rotate in and out,” he 
explained, so they are familiar with the region and the regional 
militaries if they need to work together. He cited last year’s 
Operation Tomodachi in Japan as an example. “So there is a 
lot of value to it,” he said. 
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12. Japan Concerned By Chinese Naval Activity, Lack Of Transparency 
(WASHINGTON POST 01 AUG 12) ... Chico Harlan 

TOKYO — Japan voiced concern Tuesday about China's 
growing assertiveness in regional waters at a time when it is 
becoming less clear who in Beijing is making decisions about 
the country's military. 

In its annual white paper, Japan's Defense Ministry spoke 
of the "changing" influence of the Chinese military on foreign 
policy, although the paper did not specifically say that the 
influence was growing. An increasingly "complex" 
relationship between the People's Liberation Army and the 
ruling Communist Party presents a "risk management issue" 
for the region, Tokyo said. 

Although Japan has long expressed unease about China's 
lack of transparency with regard to military spending and 
troop positioning, this was the first time its Defense Ministry 
has commented on the Chinese leadership's actual decision-
making process, Japanese officials said. Japan specifically 
noted the Communist Party's once-a-decade leadership 
change, planned for later this year. 

"There is a certain degree of wariness, not only in Japan 
but in the whole of East Asia, as to which direction China will 
be heading," Defense Minister Satoshi Morimoto said at a 
news conference, according to the Kyodo News agency. 

Tensions between the Asian neighbors have spiked in 
recent weeks amid the latest flare-up over a disputed and 
uninhabited island chain, which Japan recently said it would 
consider purchasing from a private landowner. The Defense 
Ministry paper called for Japan to beef up its presence in the 
disputed area with added surveillance. 

As evidence of China's alleged aggressiveness in western 
Pacific waters, particularly the East China Sea, the paper 
pointed to a "record number" of Chinese training exercises 
near Japanese islands, with at least one exercise involving an 

unmanned aerial vehicle. It also cited several instances in 
which Chinese helicopters flew close to Japanese destroyers. 
China has also increased its surveillance in the contested 
waters in recent years, the paper said, adding that the annual 
Chinese defense budget has more than doubled since 2007. 

"China has been expanding and intensifying its activities 
in waters close to Japan," the paper said. "These moves, 
together with the lack of transparency in its military and 
security affairs, are a matter of concern for the region and the 
international community, including Japan." 

The report drew a sharp response from Beijing, where a 
Defense Ministry spokesman called Japan's remarks about the 
disputed islands "irresponsible." An editorial in the nationalist 
China Daily on Tuesday took aim at Japan's potential plan to 
buy the islands — known as Senkaku in Japan and Diaoyu in 
China — and said that Tokyo "seems to be devising a new but 
less cooperative strategy toward China." 

The Japanese Defense Ministry's paper also touched on 
the security challenges posed by nuclear-armed North Korea 
and the importance of tightening cooperation with the United 
States. 

For the eighth straight year, Tokyo reiterated its claim to 
another disputed group of islets controlled by South Korea. In 
response, Seoul summoned a Japanese diplomat and asked 
Japan to reconsider its claim. 

"The Korean government strongly protests Japan's re-
inclusion of territorial claims to Dokdo," Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Cho Tae-young said in a statement, referring to the 
isles by their Korean name. Cho said that Dokdo, known as 
Takeshima in Japan, was "clearly indigenous territory of 
Korea." 
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13. S. Korea To Stage Military Drill Near Disputed Island 
(PAKISTAN TODAY 02 AUG 12) 

SEOUL -- South Korea will stage a regular military 
exercise near a disputed island this month amid a renewed 
territorial claim by Japan, the defence ministry said Thursday. 

The twice-yearly defensive drill near the Seoul-controlled 
islet in the East Sea (Sea of Japan) will be held in mid-August, 
a ministry spokesman told AFP without elaborating. 

The island is called Dokdo in South Korea and Takeshima 
by Japan. 

Seoul Tuesday voiced "strong protests" at a renewed 
claim to the island in Tokyo's recent defence white paper, and 
summoned a senior Japanese diplomat to lodge a complaint. 

Yonhap news agency said the upcoming drill grouping the 
navy, army, air force and coastguard would involve some 10 
warships plus F-15K fighter jets and other weaponry. 

The scenario is to repel a foreign ship in waters near 
Dokdo, it quoted a military source as saying. 

The rocky island, roughly halfway between the two 
countries, has been disputed for decades between South Korea 
and its former colonial ruler Japan. 

Seoul deploys a small coastguard force on Dokdo. 
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14. India Presses Ahead With Missile Projects 
(AEROSPACE DAILY AND DEFENSE REPORT 01 AUG 12) ... Jay Menon 

NEW DELHI — India’s defense research agency has 
developed its first submarine-launched ballistic missile and 
plans to develop a new range of missiles to boost the country’s 
military. 

The Defense Research and Development Organization 
(DRDO) is working toward surface-to-air and air-to-air 
missiles with a range of 300 km (186 mi.) and air-to-surface 
missiles with a range of 400 km, according to Avinash 
Chander, DRDO’s chief controller of Research & 
Development (missiles and strategic systems) says. India 
currently has surface-to-air missiles with a 50 km range. 

“The [future goal] is to realize micro- and nano-missiles 
using MEMS [micro-electromechanical systems] and NEMS 
[nano-electromechanical systems] technologies,” Chander 
says. “A nano-missile with low cost and low weight is what 
we are aiming for.” 

DRDO also has plans to develop seek-and-destroy tactical 
missiles, smart bombs and submarine-launched cruise 
missiles, he adds. 

According to a DRDO official, India has recently 
developed its first submarine-launched ballistic missile 

(SLBM) for the indigenous nuclear submarine INS Arihant. 
“Now, the SLBM system is ready for induction,” the official 
says. 

India’s first indigenous nuclear-powered submarine, the 
6,000-ton INS Arihant, is still undergoing harbor acceptance 
trials and soon will undertake extensive sea acceptance trials. 
This will be followed by a test firing of the 10-ton SLBM, 
which can carry a 1-ton nuclear payload, from the missile silos 
on the ship. 

The SLBM project has been under wraps for quite some 
time, unlike India’s other missile programs such as the Agni 
series. Specifications of the new SLBM are not immediately 
known, but its strike range is believed to be around 700 km. 

The development of the underwater-launched ballistic 
missile will help India in completing its nuclear triad, giving it 
the ability to strike from air, land and under the sea. Apart 
from India, this capability has been acquired only by four 
nations: The U.S., Russia, France and China. 
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15. Warships Protect Drifting Tanker In Pirate Waters 
(MARITIME EXECUTIVE 01 AUG 12) 

While Royal Navy ships protect the London Olympics 
others have rushed to prevent a pirate attack in the Middle 
East. 

The minehunters HMS Middleton and HMS Pembroke 
were in the Gulf of Aden on their way home when they 
received a distress call from the MV New Delhi Express. 

The 40,000-tonne merchant ship, laden with valuable 
containers, contacted HMS Middleton to say she was 12 miles 
to the south west and had suffered an engine failure. That 
meant she was an easy target for the pirates who operate in the 
gulf between Somalia and Yemen. 

Monsoon rains in the Indian Ocean mean pirates favour 
the more sheltered Gulf between June and August, so 
Middleton and Pembroke sailed as quickly as possible to 
protect the drifting ship. 

Having made contact with the vessel the warships readied 
their weapons and maintained a patrol around her for several 

hours, protecting her crew and cargo against potential attack 
until she had fixed her engines and was able to continue north. 

HMS Middleton’s commanding officer, Lieutenant 
Commander Steve Higham, said: “The threat from piracy in 
the Gulf of Aden is real and present. 

“MV New Delhi Express, disabled and without power, 
was a potential prime target for pirates. 

“Middleton and Pembroke responded immediately to 
provide assistance when called by her master, and were able to 
offer protection whilst he completed his repair. 

“Our small contribution to maintaining the safety of the 
maritime community shows the value and flexibility of the 
Royal Navy’s mine hunting community.” 

Navies from dozens of countries work together through 
the Gulf of Aden and Indian Ocean to try and prevent cargo 
vessels being hijacked by pirates in small craft such as skiffs. 

The Royal Navy has several mine-hunting ships 
permanently based in Bahrain, where crews work in the 
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warmer waters which provide a different training environment 
compared to UK waters. 

HMS Pembroke and HMS Middleton were returning to 
Britain when Friday’s incident happened having spent two and 
a half years working in the Middle East. Meanwhile HMS 

Ocean and HMS Bulwark are currently based in London and 
Weymouth respectively as part of the UK’s security set-up for 
the Olympics. 
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16. U.S. And Israel Intensify Talks On Iran Options 
(NEW YORK TIMES 02 AUG 12) ... Elisabeth Bumiller and Jodi Rudoren 

ASHKELON, Israel — A series of public statements and 
private communications from the Israeli leadership in recent 
weeks set off renewed concerns in the Obama administration 
that Israel might be preparing a unilateral military strike on 
Iran, perhaps as early as this fall. 

But after a flurry of high-level visits, including one by 
Defense Secretary Leon E. Panetta to Israel on Wednesday, a 
number of administration officials say they remain hopeful 
that Israel has no imminent plans to attack and may be willing 
to let the United States take the lead in any future military 
strike, which they say would not occur until next year at the 
earliest. 

The conversations are part of delicate negotiations 
between the United States and Israel that have intensified over 
the past month. On Wednesday they continued with Mr. 
Panetta, who appeared with the Israeli defense minister, Ehud 
Barak, and declared that the United States would stand by 
Israel if Iran developed a nuclear weapon. 

“We have options that we are prepared to implement to 
ensure that that does not happen,” Mr. Panetta said. Standing 
with Mr. Barak in front of an Israeli antirocket missile battery 
in the southern town of Ashkelon, about five miles from the 
Gaza border, Mr. Panetta made clear what he meant. “My 
responsibility is to provide the president with a full range of 
options, including military options, should diplomacy fail,” he 
said. 

In the last three weeks, a steady stream of administration 
officials have flown to Israel to meet with Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu, among them Secretary of State Hillary 
Rodham Clinton and Thomas E. Donilon, the national security 
adviser. The trips were in part planned for other reasons — 
Mrs. Clinton and Mr. Panetta were going to Egypt to meet 
with the new president and so diplomatically could not ignore 
Israel — but administration officials say that there has been an 
intense effort to stay in close contact with Israel and abreast of 
its intentions. 

The visits, deliberately or not, also sandwiched in Mitt 
Romney, the presumptive Republican presidential nominee, 
who was in Jerusalem two days before Mr. Panetta. Mr. 
Romney, who received a short briefing from the American 
ambassador in Israel but had no other substantive 
communication with the administration, appeared to take a 
harder line against Iran than President Obama has. 

In Jerusalem, Mr. Netanyahu continued on Wednesday 
with his tough rhetoric of recent days, arguing that sanctions 
against Iran were largely useless. “Right now the Iranian 
regime believes that the international community does not 
have the will to stop its nuclear program,” Mr. Netanyahu 
said. “This must change and it must change quickly because 
time to resolve this issue peacefully is running out.” 

Administration officials say that Israeli officials are less 
confrontational in private and that Mr. Netanyahu understands 

the consequences of military action for Israel, the United 
States and the region. They say they know he has to maintain 
the credibility of his threat to keep up pressure on the United 
States to continue with sanctions and the development of 
military plans. 

“The more the Israelis threaten, the more we respond by 
showing them that we will take care of the problem if it comes 
to that,” said Martin Indyk, a former American ambassador to 
Israel and director of foreign policy at the Brookings 
Institution. 

Mr. Panetta met separately on Wednesday with Mr. 
Netanyahu, Mr. Barak and Shimon Peres, the Israeli president. 
Administration officials say the Americans and Israelis shared 
the latest intelligence on Iran, coordinated implementation of 
the most recent sanctions and discussed military options. Mr. 
Panetta said on Tuesday in Cairo that he was not taking any 
American attack plans to show to the Israelis. 

He also said that any American strike would be a last 
resort. “We have to exhaust every option, every effort, before 
we resort to military action,” Mr. Panetta said at the Ashkelon 
missile battery, which is part of the Iron Dome defense system 
in part paid for by the United States. 

On Wednesday, Mr. Panetta used some of his sharpest 
language on Iran, as if to assure the Israelis that the Obama 
administration could be equally tough. 

“This is not about containment,” Mr. Panetta told 
reporters at the start of his meeting with Mr. Peres. “This is 
about making very clear that they are never going to be able to 
get an atomic weapon.” 

In Israel, there remains feverish speculation that Mr. 
Netanyahu will act in September or early October. Besides the 
prime minister’s fear that Israel’s window of opportunity will 
close soon, analysts cite several reasons for the potential 
timing: Israel does not like to fight wars in winter. Mr. 
Netanyahu feels that he will have less leverage if President 
Obama is re-elected, and that if Mr. Romney were to win, the 
new president would be unlikely to want to take on a big 
military action early in his term. 

“If I were an Iranian, I would be very fearful of the next 
12 weeks,” said Efraim Halevy, a former chief of Israel’s 
intelligence agency and national security adviser. 

Others made light of the constant visits from the United 
States. “The visitors are actually baby sitters to make sure the 
unpredictable kids do not misbehave,” said Efraim Inbar, the 
director of the Begin-Sadat Institute for Strategic Studies. 

American defense officials and experts in Israel say that 
because Israel does not have a bomb powerful enough to 
penetrate Iran’s underground uranium-enrichment facilities, an 
independent strike would be likely to set the nuclear program 
back only one or two years, at most. That has led to major 
dissent among Israel’s security professionals over the wisdom 
of such an attack. The Pentagon, in contrast, has the 
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munitions, bombers, missiles, stealth aircraft and drones that 
would cause far more extensive damage. 

David Makovsky of the Washington Institute for Near 
East Policy, who recently spent time in Israel talking to 
government officials, said that Israel’s longstanding doctrine 
of self-reliance makes American promises to act later if all 
else fails less effective. Instead, he said, Israel needs to be 
convinced that if it waits, it can still retain the option to act 
independently. 

“Make Israel not believe that it’s two minutes to 
midnight,” Mr. Makovsky said. “If Israel is so convinced that 
its window of action is shutting, then maybe you try to enlarge 
Israel’s window. You say, ‘Here, we know there are some 
things you need. But we don’t want you to use them until 
several months ahead.’ ” 

The Obama administration is eager to prevent an Israeli 
attack partly to avoid a major foreign policy crisis during the 
American presidential campaign and partly because officials 
say an Israeli strike could set off a new conflagration in the 
region. If Iran retaliated by launching missiles at Tel Aviv that 
killed thousands of Israelis, administration officials say the 
United States would be under enormous pressure to defend 
Israel and respond, and would then be pulled into another war 
in the Middle East. 

Mr. Netanyahu and other Israeli officials have argued that 
Iran makes progress in enriching nuclear fuel every day, 
enhancing its capability to withstand a strike and keep any 
nuclear weapons program on track. Iran denies the intent to 
develop nuclear weapons and says its program is for peaceful 
purposes. 

The Israeli news media have been filled in recent days 
with speculation about a strike. One article said that the 
Obama administration had vowed to strike within 18 months, 
another reported continuing concerns in the security 
establishment here about the effectiveness of an Israeli strike, 
and a third said that Mr. Donilon, Mr. Obama’s national 
security adviser, had revealed details of the American attack 
plans during his visit. The articles did not make clear where 
those accounts came from, but they contributed to a growing 
atmosphere of expectation. 

“Everybody’s leaking like crazy right now — that doesn’t 
mean there will be a strike, but it means we’re closer to a 
decision,” said Amos Harel, defense correspondent for the 
left-leaning Israeli newspaper Haaretz, who estimated the 
chance of an attack before November at 50 percent. “It’s 
probably a more crucial junction than it was ever before.” 

Elisabeth Bumiller reported from Ashkelon, and Jodi 
Rudoren from Jerusalem 
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17. HMS Daring Back In Portsmouth After Maiden Deployment 
(BBC 01 AUG 12) 

The largest destroyer warship ever built for the Royal 
Navy has returned from its maiden deployment to the Middle 
East. 

HMS Daring is the first of six new Type 45 destroyers. It 
left Portsmouth, Hants, in January for the Middle East. 

Earlier the £1bn ship came alongside at Portsmouth Naval 
Base to cheers from friends and loved ones of the crew. 

It spent seven months conducting maritime security and 
counter piracy tasks in the area. 

Commanding officer Capt Guy Robinson said: "This has 
been a most rewarding deployment where we have been able 
to explore Daring's capability in the challenging conditions of 
the Gulf. 

"Unsurprisingly, there has been a lot of interest in the 
ship, particularly from the other navies we have worked with. 

Different countries 

"We have hosted a large number of visitors throughout 
the last six months and we have done much to raise the profile 
of Type 45 and the Royal Navy." 

Daring, which is the first operational vessel of the six in 
the class ordered, visited a number of countries including 
Saudi Arabia, India, Jordan, Kuwait, Oman and the United 
Arab Emirates. 

It also worked with the US Navy and its three aircraft 
carriers stationed in the region. 

During the deployment, Daring travelled more than 
34,642 nautical miles, spending 139 days at sea, and visited 12 
different countries. 

Daring was commissioned in July 2009, followed by 
HMS Dauntless, HMS Diamond and HMS Dragon. 

All six new Type 45 destroyers, including HMS Defender 
and HMS Duncan, are scheduled to be in service by about 
2015. 
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18. Defence Develops New Amphibious Capability 
(THE AUSTRALIAN 02 AUG 12) ... Max Blenkin 

IN 1945, Australian soldiers charged up the beaches in a 
series of amphibious operations on Japanese-occupied Borneo.  

That was Australia's last amphibious assault and the 
Australian Defence Force (ADF) is now working to recreate 
that ability to land troops and equipment from the sea as it 
prepares to take delivery of two new landing helicopter dock 
(LHD) ships. 

The first of the LHDs, to be named Canberra, is scheduled 
to arrive in Melbourne next month. 

And on the Hawaiian Islands, 120 soldiers of the 
Townsville-based 1st Battalion (1RAR) have been practising 
amphibious operations alongside troops from seven other 

nations and under the guidance of the US Marine Corps as part 
of the biannual RIMPAC (rim of the Pacific) exercises. 

"This is another step in what is a very co-ordinated 
approach to making us amphibious ready," said Commodore 
Stuart Mayer, commander of the Australian forces taking part 
in RIMPAC. 

The RIMPAC exercises hosted by the U.S. Pacific Fleet 
are held every two years in Hawaii. 

It's the world's largest multilateral livefire exercise and 
RIMPAC 2012, which finishes on August 3, involved ships, 
aircraft and personnel from 22 nations. 
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Australia has sent warships HMAS Darwin and HMAS 
Perth, submarine HMAS Farncomb, a clearance diving team, 
RAAF Orion and Wedgetail aircraft plus a company of 
soldiers from 1RAR. 

Maritime segments of the exercise featured ships firing 
live missiles against target drones and HMAS Farncomb 
torpedoing an old U.S. warship. 

RIMPAC wrapped up with a series of amphibious landing 
scenarios with the Australian soldiers forming part of an eight-
nation landing force working with the U.S. Marines and 
operating from the landing ship USS Essex and the Mexican 
landing ship Usumacinta. 

They started out with basic training in urban, helicopter 
and landing operations, followed by a series of live-fire 
exercises. 

One element of the major amphibious exercises has been 
what's termed a "forces protected evacuation" of 300 civilians 
from an unspecified regional troublespot, a scenario 
Australian defence planners have always regarded as among 
the more likely in an increasingly unstable world. 

Another element featured a helicopter assault on an 
improvised explosive device factory. The final exercise 
involved a combined helicopter and amphibious vehicle 
assault. 

"The only problem we've experienced is having enough 
ammunition to participate fully in everything the Americans 
have made available to us," Commodore Mayer said. 

"The training is topnotch, it is really good value for the 
guys. We are training everyone from individual sniper teams 
up to platoon and company movement and doing it alongside 
eight other countries." 

The two LHDs will be the largest vessels ever to serve in 
the Australian navy. 

They'll be entering service as Australia disengages from 
more than a decade in the Middle East and Afghanistan and 
enters a period when defence operations will more likely occur 
in the Asia-Pacific region. 

At 27,000 tonnes, each LHD is substantially bigger than 
the navy's last aircraft carrier HMAS Melbourne (22,000 
tonnes) and can carry a battle group of more than 1100 

personnel, 100 armoured vehicles and 12 helicopters as well 
as a 40-bed hospital. 

The hulls of both vessels have been constructed by 
shipbuilder Navantia in Spain. Vessel number one, to be 
named HMAS Canberra, arrives in Melbourne next month for 
installation of its superstructure and systems. It's set to be 
commissioned in early 2014. 

Vessel number two, to be named HMAS Adelaide, will 
enter service in 2016. 

They will provide the ADF with an enhanced capability to 
transport troops and equipment to distant places, put them 
ashore by helicopter or landing craft, then support them for an 
extended period. 

"They will form the core of Australia's response to natural 
disasters, humanitarian aid, evacuation operations, 
peacekeeping tasks and, where necessary, the projection of 
combat force ashore," the navy's Sea Power Centre said in an 
analysis when the government announced its decision to buy 
the vessels in 2007. 

Although Australia last conducted its own amphibious 
operations almost seven decades ago, Commodore Mayer said 
the ADF wasn't starting out from zero. 

The now-retired landing ships Manoora and Kanimbla 
participated in a succession of missions, including regional 
disaster relief in Indonesia and the invasion of Iraq, 
underlining the usefulness of amphibious ships. 

"They allowed us to start learning about amphibious 10-
15 years ago," he said. "We have been committed to being an 
amphibious navy for some time. We have yet to realise the full 
potential of that and the LHD is a transformational change." 

Commodore Mayer said Australia needed to learn from 
those who had been doing it the longest. 

"We have some amphibious experience but we are taking 
a lot from the U.S. and UK," he said. 

"But we can't just take that off the shelf and say that's now 
ours because they have a different governmental structure in 
terms of how governments make decisions. We are trying to 
blend the best of both of those to make something that's 
uniquely Australian but still inter-operable." 
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19. Navy Ships Depart For Great Lakes Deployment 
(EPOCH TIMES 01 AUG 12) ... Daniel Jiang 

HMCS Ville de Québec is currently on a 10-week tour of 
14 Canadian and American cities as part of the Great Lakes 
Deployment and to commemorate the War of 1812. 

The ship, which departed Halifax, N.S., on July 23, will 
travel along the St. Lawrence Seaway and into the Great 
Lakes, stopping at various ports along the way. 

HMC Ships Moncton and Summerside will also 
participate in the tour later on. From the United States, Navy 
ships USS Hurricane and USS De Wert will sail alongside the 
HMC ships through designated locations. 

The purpose of the tour is to inform people about the role 
of Canada’s navy, which includes safeguarding Canadian 
waters and contributing to worldwide peace and security. 

“This deployment allows our sailors to interact with 
Canadians who are not regularly exposed to the Royal 
Canadian Navy, and I know that the public will be extremely 

proud and impressed by the dedication and professionalism of 
our people,” Vice Admiral Paul Maddison, Commander Royal 
Canadian Navy, said in a release. 

This year marks the 200th Anniversary of the War of 
1812, which allows Canada to “celebrate 200 years of peace 
and prosperity between our nation and our closest ally, the 
United States of America,” Defense Minister Peter MacKay 
said in the release. 

“The events of that historic conflict so long ago serve to 
remind us all that the link between sea power and our nation’s 
security and prosperity is as relevant today than ever before.” 

The Ville de Québec has already visited Québec City and 
Montréal. It will carry on to Milwaukee, Thunder Bay, 
Toledo, Toronto, Windsor, Buffalo, Hamilton, Oshawa, 
Cornwall, Trois-Rivières, Sept-Îles, and finally, back to 
Halifax. 
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The Moncton and Summerside will visit Chicago and Cleveland. 
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20. Australia Rules Out U.S. Nuclear Aircraft Carrier Base 
(AGENCE-FRANCE PRESSE 02 AUG 12) ... Martin ParryAustralian Defence Minister Stephen Smith has rejected a proposal to base 
a US nuclear aircraft carrier and other warships in the country, a move that would rankle key trade partner China. 

The idea of using the Australian navy's western base, 
HMAS Stirling near Perth, to host an American carrier group 
and other fighter jets was reportedly raised in a study of US 
military posture in the Asia-Pacific. 

Media in Australia said the Washington-based Centre for 
Strategic and International Studies (CSIS) report, 
commissioned by the US Defence Department, had been 
submitted to Congress. 

Smith said after a speech late Wednesday that while 
increased US access to HMAS Stirling was possible long-
term, American aircraft carriers would not be based in 
Australia. 

"The report is an independent report to the United States 
government. It's not a United States government document," 
he said. 

"We don't have United States military bases in Australia 
and we are not proposing to. What we have talked about in 
terms of either increased aerial access or naval access is 
precisely that -- greater access to our facilities. 

"The strategic rationale for that is the growing importance 
of India and the growing importance of the Indian Ocean rim, 
particularly in a naval and maritime sense." 

In June, Pentagon chief Leon Panetta announced in 
Singapore that the United States would shift the bulk of its 
naval fleet to the Pacific by 2020 as part of a new strategic 
focus on Asia. 

It followed a visit to Australia last year by US President 
Barack Obama, who announced an enhanced defence 
cooperation with Canberra which will see up to 2,500 US 
Marines deployed in the country. 

The first troops touched down in April on a six-month 
rotational basis, based on the outskirts of the northern city of 
Darwin. 

It is part of Washington's plan to bolster its military 
presence in the strategically vital Asia-Pacific, amid concerns 
about China's increasing assertiveness. 

The CSIS report considers various options for increasing, 
decreasing or leaving US military presence in the region at its 
current level, Australian media said. 

Another proposal in the report canvasses expanding the 
Marines' presence to a full air ground taskforce that would see 
thousands more troops in Australia's north, according to the 
Australian Financial Review. 

But Smith played this down. 
"There is no suggestion being made to us that Australia 

should receive such a large number of Marines transferred 
from Okinawa or from Guam," he said. 

The United States announced in April it would pull 9,000 
Marines out of Japan as it seeks to ease a long-running 
standoff over the future of its huge military presence in one of 
its top Asian allies. 

In his speech on Australia's changing strategic 
circumstances, Smith highlighted the shift towards the Asia-
Pacific as a region of global significance, particularly the 
Indian Ocean rim. 

"The US, China and India will be the great strategic 
powers of our region and the international community," he 
said. 

"The emergence of three great strategic powers in the 
region will see an adjustment in the balance of power across 
the region and around the globe. 

"A continued, indeed enhanced, United States' presence in 
the Asia-Pacific is essential to peace and stability in our 
region," he added. 
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PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
21. Jobs After The Navy Starting Now 
Personalized Support For Your Post-Service Life 
(NAVY TIMES 06 AUG 12) ... Rick Maze 

The 22-year-old Transition Assistance Program is getting 
a total makeover, aiming to make the classes and workshops 
more helpful for troops leaving the military and entering a 
struggling civilian economy. 

The new program, unveiled by President Obama after 
heavy prodding from Congress and veterans groups, 
recognizes that troops don’t all have the same needs. 

“We are moving away from the old ‘one-size fits all’ 
TAP,” said a senior White House official in a background 
briefing. “It is going to be a little more personalized, more 
individualized.” Troops will choose one of three specialized 
tracks: one for those planning to attend college, another for 
aspiring business owners and a third for those who want to use 

their military training and skills to get a job right away, 
officials said. 

The revamp will ditch instruction on using newspaper job 
ads and how to prepare a paper résumé in favor of more up-to-
date tips on searching for jobs online, filling out electronic 
résumés and networking on social media to find work. 

The revamped core curriculum also includes a financial 
planning seminar and a lengthy discussion about translating 
military-learned skills, training and experience into language 
civilians can understand. 

The old program’s infamous 187-slide PowerPoint 
presentation — often described by troops as a great cure for 
insomnia — will be scrapped in favor of a 49-slide version 
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accompanied by two videos. Participants also will get a 270-
page take-home guide to read and refer to later. 

The new program will last longer — five to seven days, 
beginning with individual counseling to help define a service 
member’s post-service goals and map out a transition process. 

At the end, another counseling session will be aimed at 
verifying that participants are on the right path and, when 
appropriate, put them in contact with people outside the 
military who can help with the next steps — the Small 
Business Administration, for example, for those thinking 
about starting their own business, or the Veterans Affairs 
Department for those seeking to go to school on the GI Bill. 

Reverse Boot Camp 
The new program will be called Transition GPS, for 

goals, planning and success, and should be in place across the 
Defense Department by the end of 2013. 

By the end of August, seven installations will test pilot 
versions of Transition GPS, involving about 1,000 
participants. 

Obama announced the overhaul July 23 in a speech to the 
Veterans of Foreign Wars convention in Reno, Nev. 

Calling the new program “a kind of reverse boot camp” 
— a phrase coined by Rep. Bob Filner, D-Calif., when he was 
the chairman of the House Veterans’ Affairs Committee — 
Obama promised the new Transition GPS will better prepare 
troops for post-military life. 

“Starting this year, they’ll get more personalized 
assistance as they plan their careers,” Obama said. “We’ll 
provide the training they need to find that job, or pursue that 
education, or start that business. And just as they’ve 
maintained their military readiness, we’ll have new standards 
of career readiness.” The White House expects the new 
program to be far more popular with troops, with about 
140,000 additional retiring or separating service members 
taking part — about twice the current number. 

But for that to happen, commanders must be willing to 
give people time away from normal duties. Since Transition 
GPS will be longer, that may prove harder than planners 
anticipate. 

‘I Do Not Have My Hopes Up’ 
Ted Daywalt, president and chief executive officer of 

VetJobs.com, one of the largest online veteran job boards, said 
he is glad to hear TAP is being overhauled. 

“I am totally in favor of having TAP revised,” Daywalt 
said. “The quality of classes varies from base to base, but even 
the best have antiquated courses.” That said, however, “I do 
not have my hopes up” that the revamped program can help 
troops better translate their military skills into civilian terms, 
he said. 

“It hasn’t worked yet, and I don’t see anything here that is 
going to change that,” he said. 

The one thing that would really make a difference is the 
economy, Daywalt said. “I don’t go along with the view [that] 

we are recovering. I don’t see it.” The unemployment rate for 
veterans who have left the military since 2001 tends to 
fluctuate from month to month, but the rate for June, 9.5 
percent, was down from 13.3 percent a year earlier. 

Vets Groups Give Input 
Many of the TAP changes were prompted by specific 

complaints from veterans groups and other experts about the 
old training. 

Iraq and Afghanistan Veterans of America advocated for 
training for aspiring small-business owners in June before a 
Senate committee. 

IAVA legislative associate Ramsey Sulayman, an Iraq 
vet, said leveraging government offsets for small veteran-
owned businesses requires understanding complex rules. 

“IAVA believes that the logical place to begin helping 
veterans break into federal contracting is through the 
Transition Assistance Program,” he said. “It is a convenient 
touch point that will allow for the dissemination of 
information on federal contracting processes and 
opportunities, as well as the most basic level of information 
and training, to the widest possible audience,” Sulayman said. 

Similarly, at a September summit on veterans 
employment hosted by Rep. Jeff Miller, R-Fla., the House 
Veterans’ Affairs Committee chairman, Jolene Jeffries of the 
Direct Employers Association wondered why the military was 
teaching troops to write old-fashioned paper résumés when 
large corporations today rely on online application forms and 
use software to screen applications. 

A redesigned TAP should familiarize troops with online 
application and teach them how to include keywords, she said. 

Better counseling for people who plan to attend college or 
vocational school was another issue raised last year, by 
Michael Dakduk, executive director of Student Veterans of 
America. He also suggested that education counseling is 
needed much earlier than in the last six months of a member’s 
military service. 

“The college application process must begin at least six 
months before discharge, with the service member preparing 
for and taking the SATs or other required exams,” Dakduk 
said in testimony before the House Veterans’ Affairs 
Committee in June 2011. “It is essential that TAP offer some 
kind of tangible education component that allows service 
members to take the time to prepare for these exams if they 
need, as well as having the resources to teach them on base.” 
Ryan Gallucci of Veterans of Foreign Wars described the old 
TAP as “tired,” and said it was sometimes hard for people to 
stay awake as briefings droned on with information many 
troops don’t realize is important until they leave the military. 

Being able to take home the new 270-page guidebook 
could help them discover what they missed once they realize 
they need more information, he said. 
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22. Job Fairs Join Spouses, Employers 
(AFPS 01 AUG 12) ... Lisa Daniel 

WASHINGTON – Tomorrow marks the start of an open 
season of sorts for job fairs for military spouses in what one 
Pentagon official calls the “high-touch” part of a “high-tech, 
high-touch” process. 

Meg O’Grady was a military spouse herself, having 
moved 13 times in 17 years, when she began working at the 
Pentagon just before the June 29, 2011, launch of the Defense 
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Department’s Military Spouse Employment Partnership. 
Today, she is its acting program manager. 

The partnership hosts an online job portalwhere military 
spouses can search for jobs, post resumes and receive 
education and training, and where employers can post 
openings and search for new talent. The site has posted 500 
million job ads in the past year, and has 220,000 ads on any 
given day, O’Grady said. That’s the high-tech part. 

The high-touch part gets under way tomorrow as MSEP’s 
partner, the U.S. Chamber of Commerce’s Hiring Our Heroes 
program, ramps up its “touch” tactics by sponsoring numerous 
job fairs in the coming weeks in military-populated cities such 
as Hampton, Va.; Minneapolis; Utica, N.Y.; Sugar Grove, Ill.; 
Lake Charles, La.; and Quantico, Va., to name a few. Click for 
the full list. The DOD and Chamber programs compliment 
that of Joining Forces, a program started by First Lady 
Michelle Obama and Second Lady Jill Biden that also works 
to improve military spouses employment. 

The job fairs not only bring employers to job seekers, but 
also offer forums for helping spouses with resume writing, 
networking and the like, Laura Dempsey, director of Hiring 
Our Heroes, told me.  Dempsey, too, is a military spouse, and 
so knew the potential of those who mostly have been an 
untapped resource in hiring.   

When Dempsey was building the Hiring Our Heroes staff, 
she turned to Noreen O’Neil, a military spouse she knew 
socially who had volunteered for the program’s launch, to be 
its events director. Like many military spouses, O’Neil had an 
employment gap of more than 10 years, but “had either been 
the president or chief fundraiser of every spouse club she was 
in,” Dempsey said. “That certainly qualifies her to do the job.” 

The hiring fair forums will address how military spouses, 
especially those with employment gaps, can market their 
volunteer experiences to civilian employers, she said. 

“You have to help spouses sell it, is the problem,” said 
Dempsey, a lawyer who has maintained her skills through nine 
moves with the Army. “Employers are open to it, if they 
understand it.” 

Telling a private-sector manager you were a family 
readiness group leader may not resonate – until you say you 
were in charge of the well-being of 750 families, Dempsey 
said. And, “saying you were a spouse club president may 
sound like a boutique social position,” she added. “But if they 
say they were in charge of a budget of tens of thousands of 
dollars and hosted 10 major events with hundreds of attendees, 
that’s an event planner." 
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23. Navy SEAL Brian Bill Honored And Remembered 
(STAMFORD TIMES 01 AUG 12) ... Kara O’Connor 

STAMFORD -- State and city officials, including Gov. 
Dannel P. Malloy and Mayor Michael Pavia, gathered in the 
Government Center lobby Wednesday afternoon to remember 
and celebrate the life of a Navy SEAL from Stamford who 
was killed in combat in Afghanistan one year ago. 

"What Stamford is doing is a great and honorable thing," 
said Malloy during the remembrance ceremony for Chief Petty 
Officer Brian Bill, 31. "To honor the life of a soldier who 
fought for our country. Officer Brian Bill was the best of the 
best in our nation. He and every other soldier who fought for 
our country should be honored and remembered." 

Aug. 6, 2012 -- exactly one year after Bill and 29 other 
service members were killed when their helicopter was struck 
by a rocket-propelled grenade in Wardak Province, 
Afghanistan -- will officially be known as "Brian Bill Day" in 
Stamford. Pavia asked all city residents to take a moment of 
silence on that day to remember Bill and all of the soldiers 
who have fought and died for the United States of America. 

"Brian Bill was a remarkable young man," said Pavia. 
"He was one of Stamford's greatest." 

During the ceremony, Malloy announced plans for a 
monument in Hartford that will honor all soldiers and veterans 
in Connecticut that served the country. 

The official launch of the "Brian Bill Memorial" fund and 
website was also announced during the ceremony. Patrick 
Sasser, a friend and classmate of Brian Bill, said he started the 
fund because he felt he needed to do something to fight the 
war on terror. 

"A couple days after Brian's funeral, I went up to the 
mayor and told him Stamford needed to do something to fight, 

to remember Brian," said Sasser. "So we decided to set up this 
fund." 

The fund is "dedicated to honoring and preserving the 
memory of ... Bill and all those who have paid the ultimate 
sacrifice in defending (the United States) in the Global War on 
Terror," according to its website, brianbillmemorial.org. The 
website also states the fund's "primary focus for all initial 
activities will be the creation of (a) memorial" in honor of Bill 
and soldiers who have lost their lives in Afghanistan and Iraq, 
which is intended to be placed in a location in downtown 
Stamford. 

Michael Parry, Bill's stepfather, said he is very touched 
that the community has given so much support to Bill and his 
family. 

"This is a turning point for me and my family," said Parry. 
"Instead of mourning a loss, we are celebrating the life of 
Brian. It means so much that the community of Stamford is 
celebrating his life. From the bottom of our hearts, we 
appreciate it." 

Members of the Stamford Police Department, state Sens. 
Scott Franz (R-36), William Tong (D-147), Carlo Leone (D-
27) and state Rep. Mike Molgano were also among the 
officials who attended the ceremony. 

"Brian Bill's story is inspiring to all of us,' said Franz. "It 
reminds us that freedom comes with a price and it is 
something worth fighting for." 

To visit the Brian Bill Memorial website, go to 
www.navyseallittlewarriors.org. 
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24. DoD Medals Database Expands To Service Crosses 
(NAVY TIMES 01 AUG 12) ... Andrew Tilghman  

One week after launching an official database of military 
valor medal recipients, the Pentagon has expanded it to 
include recipients of the Distinguished Service Cross, Navy 
Cross and Air Force Cross. 

The website was launched July 25 but initially included 
only the 10 troops who have received the Medal of Honor 
since 2001. 

The database was created after the Supreme Court in June 
struck down a 2006 law that made it a federal crime to lie 

about receiving combat valor medals. The court said the law 
violated the right to freedom of speech. 

On Wednesday, the Pentagon added the names of 68 
troops who since 2001 received a service cross. The list 
includes 25 soldiers, seven sailors, 31 Marines and five airmen 

Officials say hundreds of troops awarded the Silver Star 
since 2001 will eventually be included in the database. 
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25. Judge Orders Tricare To Expand Autism Therapy 
(NAVY TIMES 01 AUG 12) ... Patricia Kime 

A federal judge has ruled that Tricare must cover autism 
therapy for children of military retirees — but reimbursement 
for the treatment, called applied behavior analysis, could be 
years away while the issue remains tied up in the courts. 

Judge Reggie Walton of U.S. District Court for the 
District of Columbia, ruled July 26 that Tricare’s coverage of 
ABA for family members of active-duty troops, but not family 
members of military retirees, is “arbitrary and capricious.” 

Citing previous supporting cases, Walton sent the class-
action suit back to Tricare “with instructions that ABA therapy 
coverage be provided to Tricare … beneficiaries who 
otherwise qualify for reimbursement.” 

Under Tricare, ABA therapy is paid for under the 
Extended Health Care Option program, which is available 
only to active-duty personnel. Reimbursement for the 
intensive therapy, which teaches and reinforces behavior 
skills, stops when the active-duty Tricare sponsor retires. 

Autism advocates are hailing the decision as a “big 
milestone” for military families. 

“The government has finally taken a step toward 
providing all men and women who have served our country 
with the health care Americans expect them to have,” said 
Karen Driscoll, associate director of government affairs for 
Autism Speaks. 

A Tricare spokesman declined to comment on the ruling, 
saying the activity does not comment on ongoing litigation — 
an indication that the Defense Department may appeal. 

The class-action suit, Kenneth Berge v. the U.S., was filed 
initially by the Air Force retiree and his wife, Dawn Berge, on 
behalf of their son, whose treatment cost over $50,000. 

Families of active-duty troops are covered for up to 
$36,000 annually for ABA treatment. 

From 2005 to 2008, Tricare registered 9,300 beneficiaries 
under age 21 with autism: 6,025 active-duty dependents and 
3,271 family members of active-suty and reserve component 
retirees, and survivors. 

Another 10,000 family members had a related disorder, 
such as Asperger’s syndrome or pervasive development 
disorder. 

The House version of the 2013 defense authorization bill 
includes a provision that would put into law coverage of ABA 
for children of military retirees, and also remove the $36,000 
annual cap. 

The Senate version of the defense bill does not include 
similar language, making this one of many issues that will 
have to be reconciled later this year in a final compromise 
version of the defense legislation. 
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26. Justice Department Sues Michigan For Overseas Ballot Violations 
(STARS AND STRIPES 02 AUG 12) ... Erik Slavin 

YOKOSUKA NAVAL BASE, Japan – The U.S. Justice 
Department is suing Michigan for failing to send ballots to 
overseas voters in time for the state’s Aug. 7 federal primary. 

It was the third state the federal government has sued this 
year on similar grounds, and the fifth time it has taken action 
against Michigan since 1988. 

The latest lawsuit claims Michigan has violated federal 
law and urges the state to “ensure that the State’s [Uniformed 
and Overseas Citizens Absentee Voting Act] voters have 
sufficient opportunity to vote” next week. 

The suit also claims Michigan violated the MOVE Act, a 
2009 law which requires states to mail or transmit ballots 
within 45 days of a federal election. 

“Michigan has failed to provide any information on 
whether 443 jurisdictions have transmitted ballots to 
(overseas) voters in compliance with the 45-day deadline,” the 
lawsuit states. 

Another 62 cities and townships reported they missed the 
45-day deadline, meaning about one-third of all Michigan 
municipalities did not meet federal standards. 

The United States previously sued Michigan for similar 
violations in 1988, 1992, 1993 and 2000, according to the 
lawsuit. 

The suit also claims the state reported it had sent out 
ballots for a Sept. 5 special primary election one day later than 
required by law. That election will select party candidates to 
fill the 11th Congressional District seat vacated by Republican 
Thad McCotter, who resigned after signatures for his 2012 
nominating petition were found invalid. 

The Justice Department is asking the court to require 
Michigan to file reports regarding “transmission, receipt and 
counting” of all overseas ballots through the Nov. 6 general 
election. Michigan law allows its secretary of state to 
determine whether ballots can be transmitted by fax, email or 
other electronic means. 
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A study released last week by the Verified Voting 
Foundation and other groups found that states using electronic 
methods to expedite voting have made their systems 
vulnerable to hacking. 

Last week, the Justice Department filed suit against 
Georgia because its election calendar did not allow enough 

time for potential runoff ballots to be sent overseas within the 
45-day window. In February, the federal government sued 
Alabama for not sending ballots on time. 

Overseas voters can use express mail to return their 
marked ballots for free, in accordance with the MOVE Act. 

 
Return to Index 
 
 

FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
27. Navy To Balance LCS Operational Availability With Maintenance, Admiral Says 
(DEFENSE DAILY 02AUG 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

As the Navy forges ahead on the Littoral Combat Ship 
(LCS) program, it will need to figure out how to balance the 
operational availability of the vessels with the maintenance 
requirements, Rear Adm. Thomas Rowden, the service's 
director of surface warfare, said yesterday. 

The Navy will have to learn how to integrate maintenance 
into the operational tempo to be "well positioned to be able to 
execute the things on the in-port period in order to be able to 
get her back out and increase that operational availability," 
Rowden said in an interview in his office. 

"The "known unknown" would be the melding of getting 
operators to understand how to best utilize the ship and utilize 
its attributes to their best advantage, and then from the man, 
train and equip perspective, to ensure we are in a position to 
be able to maximize the operational availability by properly 
balancing the maintenance requirements that have to be 
executed with the operational requirements..." Rowden said. 

The Navy has two LCSs in service, with a third, the USS 
Forth Worth (LCS-3), poised for commissioning next month. 

The LCS is designed for close-to-shore operations and to 
carry out three primary missions: anti-surface warfare, anti-
submarine warfare, and mine countermeasures. The ship's 
modular design allows the Navy to swap modules for 
executing each of the missions. 

The Navy is currently reviewing its manning plan. The 
ship was envisioned to operate with a base crew of about 40 
plus an additional 15 to operate a mission module. The service 
has acknowledged that those numbers are too few and will 
likely increase. Rowden said he expects that study to be 
completed in September. 

"We are looking at a number of courses of action to look 
at how we might modify the manning of the ship itself," he 
said. Rowden would not offer a number of how many more 
sailors might be needed, but said he does not expect it to grow 
by more than 50 percent from the original numbers. 

"We are going to get the crew size right such as that we 
can maximize the value of the ship to the commanders out 
there," he said. "People want to focus on a number. I like to 
focus on the capability of the ship." 
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28. New Problems Found On LPD 17s Built At Avondale 
(NAVY TIMES 01 AUG 12) ... Christopher P. Cavas  

A new issue involving improperly installed bolts has 
emerged in the latest ships built by the Avondale shipyard 
near New Orleans, delaying the delivery of one ship and 
affecting another. 

Similar problems were discovered in 2010 among most of 
the ships of the LPD 17 San Antonio-class, 26,000-ton 
amphibious ships of an advanced design under construction by 
Huntington Ingalls Industries (HII) for the Navy. 

The LPD 17s have a long history of problems, beginning 
with multiple issues on the San Antonio, delivered to the Navy 
in 2005. The shipbuilder and the Navy have been struggling 
ever since to fix problems on each ship in the class and 
improvements have been seen on all subsequent ships. 

The latest problems were discovered in mid-July on the 
Somerset, a ship launched in April and christened on July 28. 
When an inspector noticed the bolts that hold the main engine 
frames to foundations on the ship’s hull appeared to be 
improperly installed, further inspections were ordered on the 
Anchorage, a ship that was on the verge of being delivered to 
the Navy. 

More bad bolts were discovered on the Anchorage, 
causing the Navy to delay accepting the ship from the 
shipbuilder and the movement of the crew on board. 

“An Ingalls machinist discovered a dimensional issue 
with some fitted bolts and it was reported to the Navy the 

week of July 16,” Beci Brenton, a spokesperson for 
Huntington Ingalls, said Aug. 1 in an email statement about 
the problems on the Anchorage. 

“The discrepancies are related to the fitted bolts’ ability to 
withstand shear forces during a shock event; there are no 
issues with fatigue loading or normal operation of the systems. 

“Initial inspections indicate a high percentage of the bolts 
are compliant with the specification and do not need 
replacement,” Brenton continued in the statement. “All non-
compliant bolts will be replaced. We have all the material on 
hand to complete the repairs and we are currently evaluating 
the progress on bolt replacement to assess if there will be an 
impact to sail away.” 

Sail away is the point at which the ship leaves the 
shipyard and heads to its new homeport. In the case of the 
Anchorage, the ship is scheduled to leave in October for her 
base in San Diego. 

The ship had been scheduled to be delivered to the Navy 
on July 23 — a moment when legal custody of the ship 
transfers from the shipbuilder to the U.S. government — and 
the crew would have moved aboard immediately after a 
signing ceremony. 

Delivery of the Anchorage now has been delayed until 
September, Brenton said. There is no word yet on a new sail 
away date. 
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The discovery of new bolt problems on the two ships 
came as a shock to Ingalls and the Navy, which carried out 
successful sea trials on the Anchorage earlier this summer. 
Both the Navy and Ingalls thought they had avoided the sorts 
of fundamental problems that had plagued — to varying 
degrees — most of the earlier ships of the class. 

The Navy’s Naval Sea Systems Command, or NAVSEA, 
confirmed the discrepancies with the fitted bolts were 
discovered after the acceptance trials were completed on June 
22. 

While certainly similar, it is not yet clear if the new fitted 
bolt issue is the same as the problems discovered in 2010. 

Both the Navy and HII continue to investigate the issue, 
and neither has issued a statement concluding a specific cause 
for the latest problems. 

Problem Limited to Avondale 
The Anchorage is the seventh ship of the LPD 17 class, 

the Somerset is the ninth. The Avondale shipyard is scheduled 
to permanently shut down in early 2014 after the Somerset’s 
delivery, currently scheduled for the fall of 2013. 

Ingalls Shipbuilding, a larger shipyard in Pascagoula, 
Miss., will build the rest of the LPD 17s. A $1.5 billion 
construction contract for an eleventh ship was just signed with 
the Navy on July 27. 

The new problem is limited to ships built at Avondale, 
according to the Navy. 

“The fitted bolt issue has been determined to be related to 
fitted bolts fabricated only at the Avondale facility in New 
Orleans,” NAVSEA said Aug. 1 in an email statement. 

“Therefore, the issue potentially exists on ships that were 
built at the Avondale facility. HII and the Navy are developing 
inspection plans for the in-service ships to determine if similar 
discrepancies exist.” 

In its statement, NAVSEA further described the issue. 
“During the week of July 16, HII discovered and reported 

to the Navy possible issues with fitted bolts associated with 
propulsion system components (i.e., engines, main reduction 
gears and line shaft bearings), as well as steering and stern 
gate components. 

“The HII/Navy team developed an engineering-based 
inspection and replacement plan and HII has begun the 
removal, inspection and replacement, as required, of selected 
fitted bolts which is expected to take about six weeks. The 
repair work schedule will not conflict with crew training or 
certification. The Navy plans to accept delivery of the ship 
once all bolts are inspected and replaced as needed.” 

Navy and Ingalls engineers say the problem doesn’t 
immediately affect a ship’s operations but that, over time, 
stresses in the ship’s power train begin to throw the affected 
elements out of line, causing vibrations that can potentially 
wreck a ship if nothing is done. 

Each of the ship’s four main propulsion diesel engines has 
126 bolts, and the main reduction gear features 16 fitted bolts 
out of a total of 32. 

Tolerances for the bolts reach thousandths of an inch. 
Each bolt is custom-machined on a lathe to exactly fit the 

dimensions of each bolt hole, ensuring an exact fit. 
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29. Senate Panel Supports Funds For USS Miami Repair 
(PORTLAND (ME) PRESS HERALD 02 AUG 12) ... Kevin Miller 

WASHINGTON — A defense budget bill that won 
approval from a Senate subcommittee includes $150 million to 
help pay for repairs to a Navy submarine that was damaged by 
fire in May at the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard in Kittery. 

Tuesday’s vote by the Senate Defense Appropriations 
Subcommittee was the first step for a $604 billion defense 
spending bill for fiscal year 2013. 

The bill includes $150 million to help cover the estimated 
$400 million cost of repairing the USS Miami, which was 
heavily damaged May 23-24 while drydocked at the Kittery 
shipyard. 

It took firefighters from three states more than 10 hours to 
extinguish the blaze inside the nuclear-powered sub. A 
shipyard worker, Casey James Fury, has been charged with 
starting the blaze. 

The proposed spending bill also includes $1 billion for 
another DDG-51 destroyer to be built in the coming fiscal 

year, according to the office of Sen. Susan Collins, R-Maine. 
Collins said Bath Iron Works will compete to build the 
destroyer. 

“This bipartisan effort shows the importance that the 
Senate has placed on shipbuilding programs and making sure 
the Navy is prepared to meet its national security 
commitments around the globe,” said Collins, a member of the 
Senate Appropriations Committee and the Senate Armed 
Services Committee. 

The subcommittee approved the bill by voice vote 
Tuesday. The measure would provide $511 billion for the base 
budget and $93.3 billion for the war in Afghanistan in the 
fiscal year beginning Oct. 1. 

The bill is nearly $29 billion less than current spending. 
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30. Drone On A Wire: Marines 'Land' New RQ-21 UAV By Snagging It With Cable 
(AOL DEFENSE 01 AUG 12) ... Sydney J. Freedberg Jr. 

NAVAL AIR STATION PATUXENT RIVER, 
MARYLAND -- Most drones land the same way manned 
airplanes do, on a runway. But what if you don't have a 
runway? Well, with an unmanned aerial vehicle called the 
RQ-21, Marines can string up a cable and snag the drone out 
of the sky. 

The military and unmanned aerial vehicle maker Insitu, a 
subsidiary of Boeing, pioneered the "skyhook" technique with 
a small drone called Scan Eagle that has seen wide service in 
Afghanistan and Iraq. But now they're scaling that technology 
up with the larger and more capable Insitu Integrator, being 
developed for the Marines and Navy under the designation 
RQ-21A. Scan Eagle weighs 44 pounds, about as much as the 



 25

average four-year-old boy; Integrator weighs 135 lbs, as much 
as a 14-year-old. That 300 percent increase in weight is 
literally a stretch for the crane-and-cable mechanism that 
snatches the drone out of the air in mid-flight. 

The process is "pretty violent," said Marine Corps Master 
Sergeant Richard Seeley, who's flown drones on six tours in 
Iraq and one in Afghanistan, and who is now showing off the 
system to reporters here at the Navy's Patuxent River test 
center. The drone hits the cable, slides along it for a fraction of 
a second until a hook on the wingtip catches, and 
automatically cuts its engine, but it still swings about wildly, 
causing the skyhook crane to buck, until it finally settles to a 
full stop. But, Seeley said, the Integrator design is modular, so 
if the drone is damaged, the operators can just snap out the 
damaged wing and snap in a new one. 

Why go through all this trouble? Because the military 
and, especially, the Marines are looking beyond Afghanistan 
to a world of rapid deployments to trouble spots where there 
may be no airfields available. Over the decade since 9/11, the 
US had plenty of time to build up bases in Iraq and 
Afghanistan – although smaller outposts, especially in 
Afghanistan's mountainous east, often have no room inside the 
perimeter for a landing strip. After US forces withdraw 
(mostly) from Afghanistan in 2014, commanders expect to 
focus on contingency missions to countries where the US may 
not only have no established presence but may have to fight its 
way in against sophisticated opposition. So the Marine Corps 

in particular is looking to return to its "expeditionary" roots, 
operating off ships and from ad hoc beachheads ashore rather 
than from fixed bases. 

That's the attraction of the RQ-21, which can be launched 
– using a kind of catapult – and recovered – using the skyhook 
– from a small clearing or even off the side of a ship. Scan 
Eagle's already been flown off Navy DDG-51 destroyers, but 
for RQ-21A the plan is to operate it off the amphibious 
warfare ships that carry Marines, primarily the smaller San 
Antonio-class LPDs. On land, operating RQ-21A takes nine 
Marines and four Humvees – two to haul supply trailers, one 
to tow the launcher, and another to tow the skyhook. That's far 
less equipment than required for the Corps's current standard 
drone, the RQ-7 Shadow. 

While the smaller Scan Eagle was an ad hoc 
improvisation for Afghanistan and Iraq, operated by 
contractors on service contracts, the RQ-21A will be a full-
fledged "program of record" issuing drones directly to Marine 
Corps drone squadrons (called VMUs), said Marine Col. 
James Rector, who manages RQ-21A and other small UAV 
programs for both the Marine Corps and the Navy. Ultimately, 
each Marine Expeditionary Unit will have its own RQ-21A-
equipped VMU squadron with 81 Marines and nine drones. In 
the current five-year budget projection, the Pentagon plans to 
field 32 RQ-21As for the Marines and another four for the 
Navy. Right now, they're strictly scout platforms, but in the 
long run, the RQ-21 might carry weapons. 
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31. K-MAX Cargo UAS Staying In Afghanistan 
(AVIONICS INTELLIGENCE 02 AUG 12) 

An unmanned helicopter used by the U.S. Marines for 
delivery of supplies to forward-deployed troops will continue 
to be operated in Afghanistan.  

The deployment extension of the K-MAX Cargo UAS 
was to have ended in September. Under the new contact 
option exercised, the innovative aircraft will remain in theater 
an additional six months.  

The K-MAX unmanned aerial system was developed by 
Kaman Helicopters and Lockheed Martin to meet a 2010 Joint 
Urgent Operational Need request from the Marine Corps. 

Since its deployment to Afghanistan last November it has 
flown 485 sorties (amounting to 525 hours flying time) and 
carried more than 1.6 million pounds of cargo.  

"K-MAX has proven its value as a reliable cargo resupply 
aircraft and an asset that saves lives," said Vice Adm. David 
Architzel, commander of Naval Air Systems Command, which 
manages the K-MAX program for the Marine Corps. "The use 
of this aircraft eliminates the need for manned ground 
convoys, reducing the number of our warfighters exposed to 
improvised explosive devices."  
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32. U.S Navy’s New Remotely Piloted Aircraft Pilot Training Simulator To Save Millions Of Dollars 
(DEFENSE WORLD (02 AUG 12) 

The U.S. Navy has introduced the T-6 Texan II simulator 
for remotely piloted aircraft pilots training which also saves 
millions of dollars in traditional simulator training. 

When using the traditional T-6 simulators, which cost 
about $3 million each, would have cost upward of $27 million 
total, which doesn't count the price of a new building it would 
require to house them. 

The T-6 Texan II simulator uses high-end desktop 
computers with powerful graphics cards to display the T-6 
cockpit and instrument displays, and the significantly lower 
cost of the simulator and replaces the components compared to 
those in the traditional simulator. 

Training RPA pilots is critical to mission success, as they 
are relied on heavily for armed forces. 

Significant savings are also found in the time and cost of 
training, as roughly $515,000 is spent to train a traditional 
pilot versus around $33,000 to train an RPA pilot. 

Maj. Gen. Timothy Zadalis, AETC Director of 
Intelligence, Operations and Nuclear Integration, said, "RPAs 
are the most requested asset in the combat theater. This 
capability continues to save lives and provide support down 
range". 

Robert Englehart, Deputy Chief of Air Education and 
Training Command's RPA Training Branch, said, ‘With the 
increase in demand for RPA pilots came the need to expand 
the capability to train them, but expanding wasn't as simple as 
it sounds. 

We had to be creative in our solution to this problem, as 
the increase in need for RPA pilots was paired with shrinking 
defense budgets". 



 26

In the 2009-2010 the Air Force produced roughly 45 RPA 
pilots. In fiscal year 2013, the 558th FTS plans to produce 

around 165. 
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33. U.S. Navy Details Recent MQ-8B Crashes 
(FLIGHT INTERNATIONAL 01 AUG 12) ... Zach Rosenberg 

The U.S. Navy has detailed causes of two crashes of the 
Northrop Grumman MQ-8B Fire Scout that led to an 
'operational pause' in flights of the aircraft. 

Both crashes occurred independently of one another and 
involved different systems of the rotary-wing, vertical takeoff 
unmanned air vehicle (VTUAV). The aircraft were 
subsequently restricted from flight, a ban that was quickly 
lifted. 

The first crash occurred on 30 March during deployment 
aboard the USS Simpson, off the coast of West Africa. The 
aircraft's automated landing system malfunctioned, and the 
ship's commander decided to ditch the aircraft in the sea. The 
aircraft floated on the water overnight until the ship's crew 
was able to recover it the following morning.  

The second MQ-8B crashed on 6 April due to a failure of 
the aircraft's navigation system during an operational mission 
in northern Afghanistan. The system's failure led to a loss of 
barometric pressure indication, the measurement used to 
gauge altitude, and the MQ-8B subsequently crashed.  

While the wreckage was recovered, the aircraft was 
written off. Two aircraft remain deployed to Afghanistan 
supporting NATO troops in the region. 

Four MQ-8Bs are currently deployed aboard the USS 
Klakring, en-route to a six month cruise off the coast of Horn 
of Africa, supporting special forces operating in and around 
Somalia and neighboring nations. 
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BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
34. Navy's Arrival In Moon May Assist Effort To Save 911th 
(BEAVER COUNTY (PA) TIMES 01 AUG 12) ... Bill Utterback 

WASHINGTON — Instead of subtracting components 
from Moon Township, national military leaders have moved to 
add a facility. 

The U.S. Navy announced plans to build a $10.5 million 
Naval Operational Support Center (NOSC, formerly known as 
a Naval Reserve center) on the 911th Air Reserve Base in 
Moon, according of the office of U.S. Sen. Bob Casey (D-
Scranton). 

The arrival of the Navy could strengthen efforts to keep 
the Air Force from closing the 911th. In April, the Air Force 
announced plans to close the base. In June, Defense Secretary 
Leon Panetta ordered the Air Force to table and review the 
plan. 

“This will help us with the 911 base,” U.S. Rep. Tim 
Murphy, R-18, Upper St. Clair Township, who has been 
working to preserve the base, said. “At the Pentagon, people 
will see that the Navy sees tremendous value in this base and 
this region and the Navy is committed to staying.” 

Casey said the Navy’s decision, which he encouraged in a 
February letter, “further solidifies the strategic importance of 
maintaining the military’s presence in Pittsburgh, including 
the 911th Airlift Wing.” 

The NOSC, which has a permanent staff of less than 50 
and serves 253 reservists, is moving from its present location 
in North Versailles. Construction on the new facility is 
expected to be completed by early 2014. 

The two-story building will include administrative space, 
classrooms, medical facilities and space for exercise and 
fitness, and recruiting activities. 

Murphy said the Navy will save money by sharing 
residential facilities for visiting reservists and training 
facilities with the 911th. They may also be able to train 
together at times. 

“This is a tremendous opportunity,” Murphy said. “It’s 
truly going to a joint forces base, and that’s going to add 
significantly to the value of the base.” 
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35. Naval Hospital Bremerton Hosts Navy Surgeon General For Official Visit 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 01 AUG 12) ... Douglas H Stutz, Naval Hospital Bremerton Public Affairs 

BREMERTON, Wash. -- Vice Adm. Matthew L. Nathan, 
Navy Surgeon General and Chief, Navy Bureau of Medicine 
and Surgery, visited Naval Hospital Bremerton on August 1 as 
part of his tour to the Pacific Northwest. 

Nathan's visit included meetings with command 
leadership as well as informal chats with enlisted staff 
members over lunch in the hospital's Terrace Dining Room 
and several All-Hands Calls with the surgeon general in the 
Ross Auditorium.  

He also engaged with Capt. Christopher Culp, NHB 
Commanding Officer in daily grand rounds with residents of 
NHB's Puget Sound Medicine Residency program. 

"It was just Dr. Nathan and Dr. Culp with the residents 
during that time. He was engaged as a professor of medicine 
and tutored the residents through a case so expertly that they 
all were stoked," said Culp.  

The All-Hands Admiral Call for enlisted personnel gave 
the surgeon general a captive audience to discuss a wide 
variety of topical interests for the assembled staff members. 

"This is our time to talk and I enjoy mixing it up with 
Sailors. This is where I can hear your concerns and questions. 
No one here was forced to join. You volunteered and as such, 
you represent one percent of our nation who serve in the 
armed forces," said Nathan, adding that based on health, 



 27

physical condition, academics and disciplinary issues, only 
one in four Americans eligible to join the military are actually 
qualified at this time.  

"That's the lowest percentage in the history of the country. 
You represent a group of elite Americans. Thank you for your 
service and thank you for being part of something bigger than 
yourself," Nathan added. 

"As a country and as a Navy, we are coming off of 10 
years of war. As Navy Medicine, we've been all in, whether on 
land, above the sea, below the sea or on the sea. Of all the 
rates that have gone to Iraq and Afghanistan, over 50 percent 
of the wounded have been Navy Medicine personnel. Over 
one-third of those killed in action have been Navy Medicine," 
continued Nathan. 

Nathan stated that one reason that Navy Medicine is so 
engaged is the involvement of the enlisted personnel. "We put 
more responsibility on you, the enlisted, than other services do 
on their medical personnel, not to be derogatory to our other 
services. That's just the rule. It's because we came from the 
sea. We all started as Sailors. Our legacy is 236 years old from 
wooden ships where those before us had to know their job and 
10 others. Your heritage is from the sea. Your responsibility, 
accountability and demand for professionalism started 236 
years ago. That's why I'm proud of the Navy. And all of you."  

Nathan attests that Navy Medicine is more involved than 
ever before in making lasting positive difference and staying 
engaged.  

"The United States Navy is a great ambassador and 
projector of power. We send our ships and Sailors all over the 
world. Our number one job is to support the war fighter which 
we have paid with blood and treasure. Our hospital corpsmen 

are the most decorated rate in the Navy, because when things 
get bad and everyone runs out, we run in," Nathan stated. 

Nathan shared that the relatively new marketing 
promotion that advertises 'The Navy; Global Force for Good' 
is true. "We would rather bring light than darkness; and would 
rather help than fight. We are America's and the world's '911.' 
If there's a disaster anywhere in the world the Navy gets the 
call. We just need to know where you want us and when. Our 
hallmark is readiness, our hallmark is deploying forward and 
our hallmark is taking care of our own," he said. 

Whether scrambling to provide emergency assistance 
after natural disasters like the earthquake and following 
tsunami in the Indian Ocean in 2004 or getting the sudden 
direction to get underway in 48-hours to render humanitarian 
assistance and disaster relief for earthquake-ravaged Haiti in 
2010, to caring for Marines and Army units in Iraq and 
Afghanistan, Navy Medicine has been all over the globe.  

"We not only provide care and support to our community 
at home, but we are ready to go in a moment's notice when 
called upon. That's what makes you extraordinary. I am 
impressed with who you are and the work that you do. Thank 
you for making a difference. If you think that no one notices, 
there is always someone always does," said Nathan. 

As the U.S. Navy Surgeon General and Chief, Bureau of 
Medicine and Surgery, Nathan leads a global healthcare 
network of 63,000 Navy medical personnel around the world 
who provide high-quality health care to more than one million 
eligible beneficiaries. Navy Medicine personnel deploy with 
Sailors and Marines worldwide, providing critical mission 
support aboard ship, in the air, under the sea and on the 
battlefield. 
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36. Naval Hospital Opens Doors To Students 
(DVIDS 02 AUG 12) ... Lance Cpl. Brianna Turner 

OKINAWA, Japan -- Students of AmerAsian School of 
Okinawa and Kubasaki High School visited the U.S. Naval 
Hospital Okinawa at Camp Lester to participate in the science, 
service, medicine and mentoring program July 23-27. 

The program, also known as S2M2, is designed to provide 
learning opportunities to high school students interested in 
pursuing a career in science or medicine. 

“This program has been in the U.S. since 2007, but this is 
the first time we have done it here,” said Navy Lt. So Y. 
Newton, the head of staff education and training at U.S. Naval 
Hospital Okinawa. 

Newton began planning for implementation of this 
program at the hospital about two months ago. 

“I have always wanted an opportunity like this for my 
students,” said Midori Thayer, the principal and founder of 
AmerAsian School of Okinawa. “The hospital reached out and 
asked if I would like to participate, and I was so excited to 
bring them here.” 

During the weeklong summer program, the students 
toured the operating room, cast room and research lab. They 
also learned about the pharmacy, preventive medicine and 
cardiopulmonary resuscitation. 

“I think this program is fantastic,” said Lt. Cmdr. Emeka 
Ofobike, the head of the orthopedics department at the 
hospital. “The students get to come into the hospital, see what 
the medical field entails, and experience a lot of hands-on 
training.” 

“The students have never had such a big opportunity,” 
said Midori. 

While the students toured the hospital, they had the 
chance to experience having a cast firsthand. 

“We actually sent the children home with a cast on their 
arm,” said Newton. “Many of the students were excited to 
play with the casts, but they don’t realize how tedious it really 
is to have a broken bone. We placed a cast on each one of the 
children’s dominant arm, so they could experience what it is 
like when something as simple as combing their hair or 
brushing their teeth becomes difficult.” 

The orthopedic technicians removed the casts from the 
children’s arms the next day. 

This is the first time the program has been brought to this 
hospital, but will not likely be the last. 

“If everything goes well, we hope to have more training 
during winter break,” said Newton. “Hopefully we can expand 
it to (other) schools.” 
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37. STEM AK To Host Seaglide Camp With Navy 
(CAPITAL CITY (AK) WEEKLY 01 AUG 12) 

JUNEAU -- The STEM AK program of the Juneau 
Economic Development Council will hold the SeaGlide 
Summer Camp in Ketchikan, an opportunity for students and 
teachers to explore the unique marine underwater environment 
using Autonomous Underwater Vehicles called SeaGlide.  

Fifteen 7th-9th grade students from Ketchikan and 5 
teachers from all over Alaska will participate in the five day 
workshop being held in the Robertson Building on the UAS - 
Stedman Street campus. They will study principals of marine 
architecture, design, propulsion, buoyancy, programming, 
electrical circuits, and force and motion as they assemble an 
underwater glider housed in a plastic water bottle. The glider 
is based on the unmanned Slocum Glider, which has made the 
transit from the U.S. East Coast to Spain under its own power 
and without any external control.  

In addition to working alongside the students while 
learning how to build the gliders, teachers will spend time 
working collaboratively to develop curriculum and classroom 
connections based on the use of robots for marine exploration, 
research, disaster response, and search and rescue. Teachers 

attending are from Ketchikan, Anchorage, Juneau, Haines and 
Sitka.  

Participants will also be treated to a tour of the Navy's 
SEAFAC facility on Back Island, and Oceans Alaska's new 
mariculture facility at Herring Cove.  

Instructors for the workshop include STEMAK staff, 
three engineers and a STEM educator from the Naval Surface 
Warfare Center Carderock Division in Bethesda MD, and a 
team of three undergrads and a faculty advisor from the 
Edgerton Center at MIT. The workshop is supported by 
STEMAK, the Office of Naval Research, the National 
Defense Education Program, SeaPerch.org, the Autonomous 
Unmanned Vehicle Systems International Foundation, and the 
Ketchikan Gateway Borough School District. Visitors to the 
workshop include a program director from ONR and the 
national director of the SeaPerch program.  

The workshop is 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. August 6-10 at the 
Robertson Building, UAS, 600 Stedman Street, Ketchikan.  
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38. 76 Additional Coast Guardsmen To Be Stationed At Mayport 
(FIRST COAST (FL) NEWS 01 AUG 12) 

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. -- This Friday, Mayport will 
receive an additional 76 Coast Guardsmen and their families 
when a cutter arrives. 

The Coast Guard Cutter Valiant will arrive at Naval 
Station Mayport Friday for a permanent homeport change. 

The cutter will relocate from Miami and brings with it a 
crew of 64 enlisted personnel, 12 officers and their families. 

The Valiant operates in the Caribbean Sea, Gulf of 
Mexico and Atlantic Ocean. It is a multi-mission, medium 
endurance cutter under the command of the Coast Guard 
Atlantic Area. The Coast Guard said the missions for the 
Valiant include search and rescue, maritime law enforcement, 
marine environmental protection, defense readiness, and ports, 
waterway and coastal security. 

Commander Stephen Burdian, commanding officer of the 
Valiant said, "Everyone we've worked with to make our move 
possible -- the command and personnel at Naval Station 
Mayport, the St. Augustine chapter of the Navy League and 
countless members of the community -- have welcomed us 

with open arms and gone above and beyond to ensure we have 
a smooth transition. We're extremely fortunate to call 
Jacksonville our new home." 

The Valiant's vacancy in Miami will be filled by Coast 
Guard's new Sentinel-class Fast Response Cutter. 

Mayport was selected as homeport for the Valiant after an 
extensive review of multiple potential homeports. Naval 
Station Mayport was picked as the best location. 

No other Coast Guard cutters are permanently based at 
Naval Station Mayport. The base does often host visiting 
cutters that may be in need of temporary pier space for port 
calls, scheduled maintenance periods and emergency repairs 
during patrols through the area. 

Commanding officer of Naval Station Mayport Captain 
Doug Cochraine said, "We have an outstanding relationship 
with the Coast Guard here, and the Valiant's arrival highlights 
that partnership. We're thrilled the Coast Guard chose our 
base, and we welcome our new shipmates." 
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39. Historic USS Hoga Tug At Vallejo's Mare Island Drydocks For Repairs 
(TIMES-HERALD (VALLEJO, CA) 01 AUG 12) ... Jessica A. York 

This little tugboat has seen its share of nautical history, 
and still has at least one dent to prove it. 

The former USS Hoga, destined to become a preserved 
Mississippi River waterfront museum in Arkansas, came to 
roost temporarily on Tuesday morning at Mare Island for 
repairs. 

The 71-year-old Navy vessel, most recently a tenant at the 
Suisun Bay Reserve Fleet, is a floating national historic 
landmark best known for a historic defensive role in the 
infamous Dec. 7, 1941 attack on Pearl Harbor. 

The tugboat, with its firefighting capabilities, helped tow 
the stranded battleship USS Nevada out of a major harbor 

channel it was blocking. A dent from its contact with the 
Nevada was purposely maintained since the historic battle. 

USS Hoga was tugged with a bit of pomp and 
circumstance to Allied Defense Recycling's Mare Island 
shipyard docks at about 11 a.m. Tuesday, a series of water 
cannons shot off in welcome. Aboard was the mayor of North 
Little Rock, Ark., its ambassador. 

"It was a tribute to the old lady, and she is a lady," said 
Allied Defense Recycling General Manager Gary Whitney, 
referring to the vessel. 
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Within months, the Hoga will join the USS Razorback, a 
submarine already moored in North Little Rock -- capstones to 
the beginning and end of World War II. 

"There have been some questions of why does North 
Little Rock (pop. 62,000) want a submarine ... and a tugboat," 
Hays said. "These two vessels, both in preservation and 
history and our  

reflection on it, to (be able to) share that history with 
future generations, to me, is extremely important that we don't 
pass up." 

The Razorback was one of 12 submarines chosen to be 
present in Tokyo Bay when the Japanese surrender was signed 
on Sept. 2, 1945, according to the city-owned Arkansas Inland 
Maritime Museum (www.aimm.museum), near where the two 
will be docked. 

The Hoga also served four decades as an Oakland Fire 
Department municipal fire boat, and hosted a tour by former 
President Jimmy Carter. 

The Navy signed over the tugboat to the museum in 2005, 
after about two years of effort. The museum beat out several 
entities competing for the donation, Hays said. Fundraising 
efforts, timing and the economy have delayed its removal 
from Suisun Bay until recently, Hays said. 

By coming to the Mare Island shipyard, Hays is hoping to 
avoid the exorbitant cost of having to lift the 325-ton tugboat 
by crane onto a barge, so that it may travel safely. Instead, 
with Allied Defense Recycling's help, the Hoga will have its 
hull made seaworthy and its large open body divided into 
several watertight compartments, making it less susceptible to 
sinking during transport, he said. The Navy must first agree to 
this alternate plan, though, Hays said. 

Some parts will be scavenged from two ex-Navy tugboats 
abandoned at the Port of Richmond. The vessels are in the 
Mare Island's Dry Dock 2 for dismantling, said Whitney, the 
general manager. Sea-going tugboats Lion and Tiger, formerly 
known as the USS Quapaw and USS Moctobi, were built just 
a few years after the Hoga. 

Hays, whose 24-year run as mayor will end in January, 
said he may return to Mare Island to travel with her on her 
final journey to Arkansas. 

At 8 this morning, another vessel -- the Mare Island-built 
submarine tender Nereus -- will leave the shipyard on its final 
voyage to Texas for dismantling. Allied Defense Recycling 
has had the 67-year-old vessel since July 17 for cleaning and 
repairs. 
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40. New Dahlgren Heritage Museum Officially Opens 
(THE JOURNAL (DAHLGREN) 01 AUG 12) ... Doug Davant 

When HMS Dreadnought was built the U.S. Navy’s 
proving ground for large caliber naval weapons was at Indian 
Head, Md.  Built in 1898, Indian Head was relatively new at 
the time of Dreadnought. But, as the new British battleship 
began eclipsing all known records for long gun accuracy in the 
first decade of the 20th Century and rendering the rest of the 
world’s navies obsolete, it was soon realized that Indian Head 
was insufficient to support the longer ranges of the new 
weaponry that modern battleships would now have to have.  A 
new naval gun range would be needed. 

It just so happened that a long stretch of fairly straight 
Potomac River existed approximately 20 miles downriver 
from Indian Head. It was located in King George County, and, 
when it was first built in 1918, it became known as “the Lower 
Station” of Indian Head.   

Then, when test firing got under way in earnest and the 
war clouds of the First World War began threatening the 
shores of America, it became more familiarly known as 
“Dahlgren” to honor Rear Adm. John Adolphus Dahlgren, the 
acknowledged “Father of Modern Naval Ordnance.” 

Flash forward 94 years of today as the drive for a museum 
to honor nearly a century of scientific technology, invention, 
and innovation was formally launched last week.  

The museum, much like Fisher’s vision of his HMS 
Dreadnought, will serve to underscore the products of 
engineering; some of the finest that this nation has ever 
produced. And much of that engineering came from the minds 
of the women who served Dahlgren through the years.  

At the official inaugural of the Dahlgren Heritage 
Museum, held at the Dahlgren campus of the University of 
Mary Washington, four of those women reflected on that 
service before an audience of more than 200 attendees who 
came to hear about their experiences. 

Gladys West led off the panel of the four that highlighted 
the evening’s focus: “Women in Science and Technology at 
Dahlgren.”  West came to Dahlgren in 1956.  She had just 
graduated from Virginia State University and had originally 
set her sights on a career as a math and science teacher.  

“I did well in high school in my classes,” West explained, 
“and an adviser encouraged me to go into math and science...I 
was teaching in Martinsville but I always had wanted a higher 
paying job and when I got feelers from Dahlgren I came 
down. It was closer to home as I’m from the country and 
Dahlgren was very rural and I found Dahlgren delightful.” 

West went on to marry here and raise a family while at 
the same time working on what was then one of the nation’s 
first super computers, the Naval Ordnance Relay Calculator or 
NORC.  She also helped pioneer what was later to become the 
Global Positioning System and later earned a doctorate degree 
in public administration. 

Next up on the panel was Ann Swope, at Dahlgren since 
1981.  Swope came up through Dahlgren’s co-op plan, 
beginning as an environmental scientist and ending up as 
current chief of staff at the base’s largest tenant activity, the 
Naval Surface Warfare Center Dahlgren Division. 

“I was hired over the phone,” Swope remembered, adding 
that she came from a family steeped in biological science but 
stressed that she “didn’t want to go into med school” because 
of the hours demanded of doctors. 

“When I got here I was the only female in my building 
and there was only one restroom,” Swope said, “and I 
discovered immediately that it was a men’s room!  Thankfully 
I was able to use another one across the road.” 

Also awkwardly discovering a male-dominated 
environment was Dawn Murphy.   

Murphy, who came to Dahlgren in 1983 as a computer 
scientist supporting the backbone of the Navy’s surface 
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combatants, the Aegis fleet, found herself the lone woman on 
an Aegis cruiser. 

“I ended up in the admiral’s quarters,” she said.  “It was a 
great week...I had my own facilities and my own room!” 

Cynthia Holland anchored the panel and spoke about her 
job on the base’s current premier project, the Navy’s 
experimental electromagnetic railgun, while at the same time 
holding down her other job, that of a full-time mom. 

“I’ve been a naval officer and lived in science...basically, 
I’ve been a nerd my entire life,” she said.  “Ninety percent of 
the challenges I’ve faced have nothing to do with my gender 
the other 10 percent do because they are maternity issues.  But 
I’ve found this place really supportive and helped me be a 
good engineer as well as a good mommy.” 

The evening, hosted by the museum’s foundation, was 
emceed by Ed Jones, editor of Fredericksburg’s Free Lance-
Star newspaper and president of the Dahlgren Heritage 
Foundation.   

Jones, the son of a Dahlgren engineer and a graduate of 
Harvard University, grew up on the base and was educated 
through primary schooling at the Dahlgren School, which he 
has often described as the cornerstone of his learning 
experience. 

Jones, along with several other advocates, started 
brainstorming for a Dahlgren museum two years ago and 

noted “when we began we had the key question: ‘Is there 
enough support in this community for a museum?’ 

“Looking out over this gathering of more than 200 people 
tonight the answer is a resounding ‘Yes’!” he said in declaring 
the museum “open for business.” 

Thus far, the museum’s foundation has collected 
approximately $140,000 in various kinds of donations. Its goal 
is to raise a total of $1,500,000 to operate the facility, which 
will be located at the former King George welcome center off 
U.S. 301 at the foot of the Harry Nice bridge. 

The U.S. Navy will donate several obsolete cruiser and 
destroyer gun barrels and carriages to enhance the building.  
Additionally, the museum will feature a panoply of Dahlgren 
historical items that were built for the Navy.   

Such items might include the famed Norden bombsight, 
static displays of guided missiles and remote controlled 
airplanes, possibly notes on the triggering device for the first 
atomic bomb, plus parts of the world’s first computers. 

Editor’s Note:  In the year 1906, British Adm. Sir Jackie 
Fisher launched a revolutionary new type of a naval surface 
combat ship, reflective of his personal coat of arms motto: 
“Fear God and Dread Nought!”  The new ship would become 
known as HMS Dreadnought, the world’s first modern naval 
battleship,  and it brought about the world’s first arms race. 
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NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
41. Defense Contractors Rally Against Budget Cuts 
(MEDILL NEWS SERVICE 01 AUG 12) ... Kevin Wang  

With automatic, across-the-board federal budget cuts 
slated to begin next January, defense industry leaders warned 
of deep wounds to America’s backbone if Congress fails to act 
to avoid the roughly $1 trillion in reductions. 

At a rally Monday in Crystal City, Va., some Northern 
Virginia-based defense contractors said the mandatory cuts, 
which will take effect if Congress doesn’t craft an alternative 
budget-cutting package, would cost millions of American jobs 
and ripple across the entire economy. 

More than 200 people, many employed by the contractors, 
attended the 1½-hour event. 

Wes Bush, CEO of the leading unmanned aircraft 
manufacturer Northrop Grumman Corp., said sequestration 
could hurt both the nation’s defense and non-defense sectors 
by causing massive layoffs, including in such fields as air 
traffic controllers and government inspectors. 

According to a recent study by the Aerospace Industries 
Association, which represents major U.S. aerospace and 
defense companies, sequestration could cost more than 2.1 
million jobs nationwide and increase the unemployment rate 
by up to 1.5 percent. 

Sequestration “is an irrational approach to solve our 
budget problem and will have negative impacts in the long 
term,” said Bush, “It damages our ability to attract and 
maintain the brightest minds in aerospace and defense 
industries.” 

“All the debate about the budget cuts gets very personal 
because it affects real people,” said John Jumper, CEO of 
Science Applications International Corp. Jumper said 10,000 
of 40,000 SAIC employees are veterans, and many have 

disabilities. The company also hires 1,000 new veterans each 
year. 

Jumper said sequestration could curb the company’s key 
research and development projects such as new technology to 
locate improvised explosive devices. 

“Sequestration will certainly impact the innovation 
pipeline,” echoed Brad Antle, CEO of Salient Federal 
Solutions, LLC, “It will damage our nation’s ability to 
compete.” 

Salient Federal Solutions hires 1,100 employees who 
provide information technology and engineering services to 
the U.S. national security community. Antle said that as a mid-
size technology company, Salient Federal Solutions is more 
vulnerable to budget cuts. 

Fairfax County Chamber of Commerce President Jim 
Corcoran said he understands the necessity of making budget 
cuts, but insisted the cuts should not be made “on the back of 
the defense industry”. 

“Many of these companies aren’t household names that 
you know or you see on newspaper,” said Corcoran. “Yet 
these companies employ hundreds of thousands of people in 
Virginia and millions across the country. They are going to be 
affected.” 

While talks in Congress on how to avoid sequestration are 
still in limbo, leaders from both parties are calling for 
consensus. 

“It is difficult to find a solution, but there is a solution,” 
said Rep. Frank Wolf, R-Va., “This is what you do as a 
family. We need to come together in a bipartisan way and put 
everything on the table.” 
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“For the sake of the country, can we not come together 
and get something done for the American people?” added Rep. 

Gerry Connolly, D-Va., “This is not rocket science.” 
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42. Medal Of Honor Museum Planned In South Carolina 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 01 AUG 12) ... Bruce Smith 

MOUNT PLEASANT, S.C. — Standing on the hanger 
deck of the World War II aircraft carrier Yorktown, officials 
with the Patriots Point Naval and Maritime Museum 
announced plans Wednesday for a $100 million Medal of 
Honor Museum honoring the recipients of the nation's highest 
award for valor. 

The museum on high ground on Charleston Harbor would 
replace a smaller one aboard the carrier and make Patriots 
Point a national destination, said Ray Chandler, the chairman 
of the Patriots Point Development Authority. 

The authority has signed a letter of understanding with the 
Congressional Medal of Honor Society to build a museum 
"honoring the highest heroes of this country," he said. 

No money from Patriots Point will be used. Instead, a 
national foundation will be created to lease the property, raise 
funds and build the museum. There's no specific timetable for 
completion, said Patriots Point spokeswoman Ashley Smith. 

But retired Maj. Gen. James Livingston, a South Carolina 
recipient of the medal, wants to move quickly. 

"This is the final opportunity to establish a lasting legacy 
for the Medal of Honor while we still have recipients alive 
from World War II, Korea, Vietnam and the War on Terror," 
he said. 

Livingston, who is on the organizing committee for the 
foundation, said of the 3,456 recipients of the honor, only 81 
are still living. Their average age is 73. 

He said it is fitting Charleston be the location for the new 
museum. The Medal of Honor was established during the 

Civil War, which began with the bombardment of Fort Sumter 
on Charleston Harbor. 

A master plan for the museum released Wednesday 
envisions, among other attractions, a uniform collection, a 
large format theater with multiple video screens where visitors 
can learn about sacrifices for freedom, a Great Hall honoring 
the medal recipients and an interactive media gallery where 
visitors can hear each recipient's story. 

Eventually, a hotel with a conference center is planned for 
the site. 

Five years ago, a smaller $1.5 million Medal of Honor 
Museum was opened aboard the Yorktown. 

In it, visitors can see a multimedia exhibit on the meaning 
of freedom, see the medal itself and then enter the so-called 
Tunnel of Combat. As visitors pass, they trip sensors that 
trigger sounds on screens on either side, providing a sense of 
the chaos of battle. 

Chandler also said Patriots Point is now prepared to return 
to South Carolina lawmakers with a plan for repaying $9 
million it borrowed earlier for repairs to the World War II 
destroyer Laffey, which was returned to its berth at the 
museum earlier this year. 

Chandler said two major studies will be completed next 
year outlining the long-term restoration and maintenance 
needs for the Yorktown. In the meantime, he said, Patriots 
Point has committed $2 million over the next five years to 
upgrade the museum displays on the carrier. 
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43. NH Man Accused Of Setting Navy Sub Afire, Causing $400M In Damage, Is Ordered To Stay In Jail 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 01 AUG 12) ... David Sharp 

PORTLAND, Maine — A civilian shipyard worker 
accused of setting a fire that caused $400 million in damage to 
a nuclear-powered submarine will remain in jail after a 
magistrate ruled Wednesday that he is too great a risk to 
society and a Navy officer described a harrowing scene inside 
the burning vessel. 

Casey James Fury, 24, of Portsmouth, N.H., faces two 
counts of arson at the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard, charges 
that carry a sentence of up to life in prison. 

The Naval Criminal Investigative Service says Fury 
confessed to setting a fire inside the USS Miami while it was 
in dry dock May 23, setting a second blaze outside the sub on 
June 16 and later setting off a fire alarm. 

“There’s no question that the offense in this case is of the 
utmost grave order,” Magistrate Judge John Rich III said. 

During the hearing in U.S. District Court, Fury’s lawyer 
suggested that he could be released to live with his father and 
stepmother in Eliot while awaiting trial. The attorney, David 
Beneman, likened the case to a middle school student who 
pulls a fire alarm hoping to get out of a test, only the 
ramifications turned out to much more severe. 

The judge, however, agreed with federal prosecutors that 
the only way to ensure the public’s safety was to keep Fury in 

custody. He said he was especially concerned that the 
defendant is accused of setting the second fire after the first 
caused so much damage. 

Fury’s father and stepmother left the courthouse without 
comment after the magistrate’s ruling. 

Fury, a painter and sand blaster, told Navy investigators 
that he set the fires to get out of work because he was 
suffering from anxiety and having problems with his ex-
girlfriend. 

Brett Boley, an NCIS special agent, said Wednesday that 
Fury walked investigators through the Miami and another Los 
Angeles-class sub, demonstrating where he’d set fire to rags 
on a bunk bed before returning to his post in the forward 
torpedo room. 

The blaze quickly got out of control and the steel hull 
trapped heat, causing superheated smoke and a stubborn fire 
that took more than 100 firefighters to douse. 

The submarine was undergoing a 20-month overhaul at 
the Navy shipyard in Kittery. The fire was confined to forward 
compartments and did not reach the back of the submarine 
where the nuclear propulsion components are located. 
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It remains to be seen if the attack sub will be repaired or 
scrapped. A Navy spokesman said Wednesday that there was 
no further word on the sub’s future. 

Lt. Richard McMunn, an officer aboard the sub, testified 
Wednesday that he had just completed his shift and was taking 
off his boots when he learned of the May 23 fire alarm. 

As he climbed down a hatch into the inferno, “I felt that I 
was climbing down the chimney of a furnace,” he said. 

At the bottom of the ladder, he said, he fell into a hole in 
the darkness, breaking six ribs, injuring his knee and realizing 
he might die. With only 20 minutes of oxygen left, he ended 
up having to rescue himself and endured excruciating pain as 
he slowly climbed the equivalent of a two-story ladder to get 
out of the sub. 

“I come to you today as a fortunate man. Unlike the 
victims of similar crimes, I’m still alive,” he said. 

Fury told the NCIS that, less than a month later, he used 
alcohol wipes to set the second fire underneath the submarine 
after a text-message exchange with the ex-girlfriend, Boley 
said. That fire, which was set two days after Fury was arrested 

for driving under the influence in New Hampshire, ended up 
causing little or no damage. 

Three days later, Fury set off a fire alarm, investigators 
revealed Wednesday. 

Fury told the NCIS that he was taking medications for 
anxiety, depression and insomnia and that he felt that his boss 
wouldn’t let him leave work because his medical leave had 
been used up. 

Now using new medication, with a stint at an in-patient 
mental health facility under his belt and terminated from his 
stressful job, Fury is not a threat to the public, Beneman 
argued. A U.S. probation officer agreed that arrangements 
could be made to satisfy concerns about public safety and to 
ensure Fury shows up for trial. 

But the prosecution contended Fury was still a risk. 
Assistant U.S. Attorney Darcie McElwee said the severity 

of the first fire may have come as a surprise to Fury but then 
he proceeded to set a second fire. 

“The second fire tells the whole story,” she said. 

Return to Index 
 
 

OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
44. Good Job News For Vets 
(NAVY TIMES 06 AUG 12) ... Editorial 

Government officials have wrung their hands for years 
over how best to help separating troops find post-service jobs. 

But amid all the well-meaning initiatives that have 
cropped up, possibly the most important is emerging only 
now: giving departing service members immediate credit for 
the skills they learned in uniform. 

The military offers some of the finest training available. 
Yet in technical fields and jobs that require professional 
certification and licensing — electricians, welders, mechanics, 
engineers, health care and more — military training isn’t 
enough to land equivalent civilian jobs. 

Instead, troops are forced to go back to school to earn 
credentials so they can go back to work doing what they did 
for Uncle Sam. 

At last, that’s starting to change. A law signed July 23 by 
President Obama gives all federal agencies six months to draft 

rules to treat military training as sufficient to qualify troops for 
federal occupational licenses or certification. 

Meanwhile, another program is starting up to provide 
civilian licenses and certificates to troops as soon as they 
finish associated military training. 

This initially applies to welding, mechanical, engineering 
and manufacturing skills and could expand. 

These efforts may require changes on both sides of the 
fence. The military may have to broaden some of its training 
to cover the full range of what the civilian world requires; 
civilian credentialing agencies may have to adjust some of 
their requirements to recognize what the military teaches. 

But it’s difficult to imagine a faster, more promising way 
for troops to jump-start civilian careers. Everyone stands to 
win — the military, service members and civilian employers. 
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45. Navy Northwest's Leadership Anchors Community 
(KITSAP PENINSULA (WA) BUSINESS JOURNAL 01 AUG 12) ... John Powers 

Witnessing the recent Change of Command of Navy 
Region Northwest, I was reminded of the old adage: “The 
more things change, the more they remain the same.” While 
dedicated, decorated Commanding Officers of Navy Region 
Northwest rotate in and out of this critical command 
assignment, they provide constant leadership in cultivating 
strong community relationships vital to the Navy’s regional 
mission and equally essential to our communities’ social, 
political and economic well being. 

As an American, a Kitsap community member, and an 
economic developer focused on advancing economic 
opportunities throughout Kitsap — for this Navy Command 
leadership I am most grateful. 

On June 26 at Naval Station Everett, Rear Admiral Doug 
Biesel passed the Command of Navy Region Northwest to 

Rear Admiral (Select) Mark Rich in the presence of peers, 
family, friends and hundreds of civic leaders from throughout 
the region. It was a large gathering to recognize and honor the 
career officers who take on and discharge the very large 
responsibility of leading the Navy’s third-largest fleet 
concentration area, home to: approximately 21,000 active-duty 
service members and their 42,000 family members; 16,000 
civilian employees; 6,000 reservists; and 35,000 Navy retirees. 
Regional installations occupy more than 28,000 acres and 
invest nearly $3 billion annually in our region — well over 
half of that sum in Naval Base Kitsap’s operations in 
Bremerton, Bangor, Keyport and Manchester. That’s the 
budgetary equivalent of building the Seattle Highway 99 deep 
bore tunnel … every year! 
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Much of the impact of the defense industry on our 
regional economy will be explored at the 4th Annual Pacific 
Northwest Defense Symposium at the Kitsap Conference 
Center on Aug. 20-21. Our Kitsap Economic Development 
Alliance partners with the Pacific Northwest Defense 
Coalition to bring together business, government and military 
leaders to convene a robust examination of the challenges and 
opportunities facing the defense sector and the businesses that 
support it. I encourage you to attend if you do business with 
the Department of Defense, or are interested in learning how 
to. 

But Navy Region Northwest is more — far more — than 
a central economic driver for our region. Navy Region 
Northwest shapes our region’s culture and strengthens our 
communities by being home to tens of thousands of our 
neighbors and colleagues who serve, or have served, our 
country in defense of our freedom to pursue peace, liberty, 
happiness and prosperity. And, as a resident of Kitsap active 

in civic affairs and regional commerce, for this long-standing 
tradition of military service I am most grateful. 

To Admiral Biesel, Sir — thank you for the invitation to 
attend the Change of Command Ceremony; and, thank you 
and your family for the sacrifices you have made to serve our 
country. Congratulations on a job superbly performed — you 
leave a lasting impression on Kitsap. Our community is 
stronger than when you assumed your command, and for that 
we will be forever grateful. 

To Admiral Rich, Sir — welcome aboard to the Kitsap 
community. We look forward to your service and leadership 
and to the entire community continuing to support the critical 
mission of Navy Region Northwest — from Naval Base 
Kitsap and beyond. 

God Bless America, 
God Bless The Navy, 
God Bless Navy Region Northwest Leaders, 
And, God Bless Kitsap! 
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46. Iran, Israel Wage A Silent War 
(WASHINGTON POST 02 AUG 12) ... Walter Pincus 

Iran's Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei believes 
that his government is so deeply penetrated by U.S., Israeli 
and other intelligence agencies that when he eventually gives 
an order to build a nuclear weapon it will be quickly known. 

As a result, Khamenei is creating redundancy in 
production sites, adding centrifuges and more low- and 
medium-level enriched uranium to Iran’s stockpile so when 
the time comes Israel will not have the capability to carry out 
a surgical strike against Tehran’s nuclear complex. Perhaps 
not even the United States could do it major harm. 

This is no leak of a classified government report. It was 
Israeli Defense Minister Ehud Barak speaking on CNN’s 
“Situation Room” on Monday. But it was the first time I 
believe that any high official had described, if not directly, the 
current capabilities of U.S. and Israeli intelligence when it 
comes to Iran. 

If you take Barak at his word, the United States and Israel 
not only know that Khamenei has not given the order, but also 
why he has not given it. In an April 20 CNN interview, Barak 
said, “It’s true that probably Khamenei has not given orders to 
start building a [nuclear] weapon,” but at that time the Israeli 
defense minister gave no hint about why or how he knew it. 

On Monday, however, Barak told a expanded story. 
“He did not tell his people to start and build it — a 

weapon. . . . We think that we understand why he does not 
give this order,” Barak said. 

“He [Khamenei] believes that he is penetrated through our 
intelligence and he strongly feels that if he tries to order, we 
will know it — we and you [the United States] and some other 
intelligence services will know about it and it might end up 
with a physical action against it,” Barak said. 

Barak maintained that Khamenei wants a nuclear weapon 
but he will wait until he reaches what the Israelis call the 
“zone of immunity” from an attack. “By then,” Barak said, “he 
will have to consider when and how to go into building it.” 

While there seems to be agreement on intelligence about 
the Iran nuclear program, there is disagreement, according to 
Barak, on the aftermath of any attack on Iran. 

“We agree on the rhetoric, but we do not agree on the 
consequences,” Barak said. 

It is understood that the Israelis do not believe that the 
Iranians would respond as strongly as Washington fears. Nor 
do they see such an attack generating a broader anti-Israel, 
anti-U.S. reaction throughout the Middle East. 

In short, Israel apparently believes the biblical “eye-for-
an-eye” concept does not apply when it strikes the first blow. 
Israel, however, certainly supports an “eye for an eye” when 
its people are victimized. 

Listen to Barak on CNN about the July 18 bombing of a 
tourist bus in Bulgaria that killed five Israeli tourists, the bus 
driver, and wounded 34 other Israelis. 

“We will find a way to settle the account with those who 
executed, ordered and sent those terrorists,” Barak said. He 
used as an example Israel’s response to the Munich bombing 
40 years ago when 11 Israeli athletes at the 1972 Olympics 
were killed by Palestinian terrorists. 

He recalled that then-Israeli Prime Minister Golda Meir 
ordered the Mossad, Israel’s intelligence agency, and the 
Israeli army “to find a way to settle the accounts with every 
individual that was part of it. And we did it.” 

As for the Bulgarian attack, Barak insisted that his 
government had “hard evidence,” which it has shared with the 
United States and others. “We are confident without any doubt 
about the responsibility of Hezbollah to the actual execution of 
the operation — preparation, planning and execution. And we 
know that. We know that Hezbollah is acting under Iranian 
inspiration.” 

He referred to a story about plotters who allegedly 
attached a magnetic bomb to an Israeli Embassy car in New 
Delhi, wounding a diplomat. The Times of India had reported 
that a journalist working part time for an Iranian news service 
had been arrested and police were asking Tehran about several 
other Iranians who had come to India on tourist visas. 

This is all part of the silent war that is going on between 
Iran and Israel. 
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Iranians talk about five of their nuclear scientists who 
have been killed over the past five years, often by someone 
using the same technique of a magnetized bomb used in New 
Delhi. 

“In the Middle East,” Barak told CNN, “you should have 
a long memory in order to survive and be able to settle 
accounts with those who killed indiscriminately your people.” 

Why would anyone not expect the Iranians to have a 
similar “eye-for-an-eye” view. 
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47. Military Needs To Consult Hawaii 
(HONOLULU STAR ADVERTISER 01 AUG 12) 

A study by a Pentagon think tank comes as no surprise 
that the Obama administration's plan to strengthen U.S. 
military presence in this part of the globe is likely to involve 
increased troops in Hawaii. But even as moves are being 
plotted a half-world away on this Asia-Pacific strategy, full 
discussion with the citizens of Hawaii must be a key part of 
this equation. 

Hawaii already stands to receive 2,700 more Marines in 
the near future from Okinawa relocations, but now comes the 
possibility of another three-ship amphibious ready group being 
placed in the Pacific, possibly Pearl Harbor. How such influx 
will affect Hawaii’s economic and social fabric — how and 
where will these troops be stationed, housed and assimilated, 
for example? — are questions that grow increasingly urgent as 
the U.S. military vision gels. 

President Barack Obama issued plans following last 
November’s Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation in Honolulu 
for a “focus on a broader range of challenges and 
opportunities, including the security and prosperity of the Asia 
Pacific.” The irritation of China has not discouraged the 
shoring up of U.S. military alliances in Asia. 

In a new study commissioned by the Pentagon, the 
independent Center for Strategic and International Studies 
calls for an additional amphibious group in the Pacific — 
perhaps Pearl Harbor — consisting of a carrier-like 
amphibious assault ship, a transport dock ship and a dock 
landing ship. Together, this group would be able to transport 
2,200 Marines, helicopters and Osprey tilt-rotor aircraft to 
trouble spots. 

“The repositioning of forces in the region has strategic 
consequences that will shape the trajectory of the next three 
decades,” CSIS President and CEO John Hamre wrote to 
Defense Secretary Leon Panetta. “We need but currently lack 
an operational framework to match that strategic imperative.” 

That’s a brewing concern. The military influx will surely 
bring a positive boost to Hawaii’s economy, but how 2,700 
more military personnel will stress housing needs, traffic, 

infrastructure and permanent residential communities require 
robust discussion and planning on the local as well as national 
level. 

Hawaii’s U.S. Sen. Daniel Inouye said in a written 
statement that already, “appropriate steps are being taken to 
provide adequate housing for the Marines and their families. 
Final decisions about logistics and location are still being 
discussed by the military and the Department of Defense. It 
would be inappropriate for me to comment until all the details 
are worked out, but I am confident the community will 
welcome these Marines and their families with aloha.” 

Let’s hope that a healthy level of local community 
engagement is an ongoing part of the equation before “the 
final decisions” are made. 

Some friction between military and civilians is inexorable 
in the island, but seems to have diminished in recent decades. 
The economic effects should be positive, not only by the 
construction of military housing but possible preparation of 
barracks at Kalaeloa, decommissioned as the Navy’s Barbers 
Point Naval Air Station in 1998 and turned over to the state. 

Panetta has said that the Navy forces will be repositioned 
from the current 50-50 split in the Atlantic and Pacific region, 
to 60-40 favoring the Pacific by 2020. Pearl Harbor’s 
inclusion by CSIS in a list of “increased posture” possibilities 
for the three-ship amphibious group is part of this 
repositioning. 

While the policy of shoring up military alliances in Asia 
will continue to be questioned, as it should be, the CSIS study 
says the strategy “is not to prepare for a conflict with China; 
rather, it is to shape the environment so that such a conflict is 
never necessary and perhaps someday inconceivable.” 

That positive outlook should be emphasized as the U.S. 
seeks to improve economic relations with China. Hawaii 
shares in that vision and has a vested interest — not merely as 
a casual bystander but as an integral player. 
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BBLLOOGGSS::  
48. EXCERPTS FROM BLOGS AROUND THE WORLD 
(PUBLISHED 30 JUL – 02 AUG 12) 

Your Guide To Fleet Week, Hydroplanes And The 
Blue Angels This Weekend byNikolai Lasbo from Seattle 
Times, August 1 

We posted earlier about the Blue Angels and I-90 closures 
— the complete schedule of closures is at the bottom of this 
post — but other Seafair festivities will be going on this 
weekend. For complete Seafair events, go to the Seafair 
website calendar. 

It’s Fleet Week and the USS New Orleans, USS Halsey 
and USS Bunker Hill, along with one Coast Guard vessel and 
three Royal Canadian Navy ships are in town. Some of the 
ships will be offering tours to the public through Sunday and 
will participate in other events — they were part of today’s 
Parade of Ships, which photographer Alan Berner captured in 
the photo at the top of this post. 
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The hydroplane action begins on Friday with qualifying 
races at 2:50 p.m., and heats continuing Saturday and Sunday, 
culminating in the Albert Lee Cup H1 Unlimited Final at 4:45 
p.m. Sunday. More detailed information below. 

Qualifying: Friday, 2:50 p.m. 
Saturday schedule: Unlimited Heats 1A(3:10 p.m.), 1B 

(3:30 p.m.), and 1C (4:05 p.m.) 
Sunday schedule: Unlimited Heats 2A (10:25 a.m.), 2B 

(10:40 a.m.) and 2C (10:55 a.m.); Heats 3A (12:10 p.m.) and 
3B (12:30 p.m.); Provisional Heat (2:55 p.m.); Albert Lee Cup 
H1 Unlimited Final (4:45 p.m.). 

Tickets: Friday: General admission free; reserved 
grandstand $20; Saturday and Sunday: Reserved grandstand 
$40; general admission $25 advance and $30 at the gate for 
adults, $10 for age 65-over and youth age 6-12. Pass for both 
Saturday-Sunday, $30. 

And finally, for all you Blue Angels fans, here’s their 
schedule of events: 

Thursday: 10 a.m.- 2:30 p.m. Circle and Arrival 
maneuvers over Seattle. 

Friday: 1:30 p.m. – 2:30 p.m. Practice Show over Lake 
Washington 

Saturday and Sunday: 1:30 p.m. – 2:30 p.m. Boeing Air 
Show over Lake Washington 

And here’s the Bridge Closure Information for those of 
you avoiding the Blue Angels mess: 

Thursday: First Closure – 9:45 a.m.- 12 p.m. 
Second Closure – 1:15 p.m. – 2:30 p.m. 
Friday – Sunday: 12:45 p.m. – 2:40 p.m. 
Tactics Are Back by RADM Terry Kraft from U.S. 

Naval Institute, July 31 
When is the last time you sat down and discussed tactics? 

Whether it was regarding your individual DDG or 
employment of Air Wing strike capabilities, I bet it has been 
awhile. I recently discussed these issues with Junior Officers 
and enlisted sailors at our Junior Leaders Innovation 
Symposium here at NWDC, and later with Aviation Flags at 
our annual training symposium. In both cases, the results were 
the same – there is a real concern that tactics development has 
slid down our list of day to day priorities. 

I know it was a long time ago, but as a JO, I remember 
having tactical discussions all the time.  What’s the best way 
to do X?  Did we consider Y?  Have you seen Z…?  We 
stayed up late in wardrooms and ready rooms sharing the 
experiences and best practices that made us better tactical 
aviators.  The threat and type of operations in those days drove 
us to discussions about tactics.  We shared lessons and made 
near-continuous improvements to the tactics we employed, 
because we understood that the operational environment 
required us to create and maintain operational sanctuaries to 
mitigate the tactical risks. 

LT Rob McFall wrote the following in his blog on USNI 
a couple of months ago, What the Professional Naval 
Conversation is Missing… Tactics: 

The conversation on tactical innovation is 
especially important for the Junior Officers but it 
should not be limited to them. Senior Officers and 
those that have gone before us have a wealth of 
knowledge on tactics. They have been there and know 
where the sinkholes are. Only by learning what has 
been done before can we keep from making the same 

mistakes over again. We have the forums. Once again 
it is time for us to read, think, speak and write about 
tactics. 
I couldn’t agree more with LT McFall.  Not only should 

we get better at sharing the lessons, knowledge and tactics 
from our more senior officers, we have an obligation to 
continue to develop tactical solutions that counter the myriad 
of multi-faceted threats.  We have lost the comfort of 
operating from our traditional maritime sanctuaries.  Due to 
advances and proliferation of weapons technology, the anti-
access/area denial capability of our potential adversaries has 
increased significantly in recent years.  We need to identify 
our capability gaps and prioritize development of tactics that 
help create and maintain the sanctuaries required to mitigate 
risk in this new environment. 

Earlier this year, Navy Warfare Development Command 
(NWDC) launched the Carrier Strike Group (CSG) Advanced 
Tactics Initiative – or “CATI” – to enable the rapid 
development of training and tactics.  “CSG” includes the 
Carrier Strike Group staff, CVN, CVW, and DESRON 
elements.  CATI is an integrating function designed to 
synchronize tactics and training development efforts with 
identified gaps in tactical capability.  It will formalize a 
collection process to capture, document and pass-on CSG 
lessons, tactics and best practices.  Aligned to the Strike Force 
Training Community assessment process, CATI will socialize 
the identification and prioritization of emerging CSG 
employment gaps.   Another key element of CATI is the new 
interactive NWDC CATI SharePoint tool that provides access 
to developmental projects, operational guidance documents 
and tactical material while enabling an ongoing discussion of 
ideas and best practices. It’s all about preparing ourselves, 
again, to be challenged at sea. 

Tactics development has played a major part in the Navy 
and Marine Corps’ capability to fight and win wars in the 
past.  We intend to breathe new life into tactical discussions to 
effectively counter future threats and leverage tactical 
innovation.  Tactics are back – jump in and join the 
conversation! 

Rear Admiral Terry Kraft was raised the son of a Navy 
Captain. He graduated from the U.S. Naval Academy in 1981 
and was designated a Naval Flight Officer in 1982. His sea 
duty tours include Attack Squadron (VA) 55 embarked in USS 
Coral Sea (CV 43), VA-115 embarked in USS Midway (CV 
41), and VA-95 embarked in USS Abraham Lincoln (CVN 72). 
He also served as executive officer in USS Theodore Roosevelt 
(CVN 71). During those tours, he participated in Operations 
Eldorado Canyon, Desert Storm, Iraqi Freedom (OIF) and 
Enduring Freedom (OEF). Kraft commanded Electronic 
Attack Squadron 131, Amphibious Transport Dock USS 
Shreveport (LPD 12), the aircraft carrier USS Ronald Reagan 
(CVN 76), and the Enterprise Carrier Strike Group (CSG-12). 
He participated in both OIF and OEF during all four tours. 
He assumed command of Navy Warfare Development 
Command in October 2011. 

 
Build a Better Robot? Navy Shares Excitement of 

Learning with Kids from Navy Live, July 31 
America is the world’s technology leader, however, in 

recent years, the supply of graduates in science, technology, 
engineering and mathematics (STEM) education has not kept 



 36

up with increasing demand. This trend threatens America’s 
future economic security and our ability to provide naval 
forces with the breakthrough technologies that give Sailors 
their edge. 

Navy’s Science, Technology, Engineering and 
Mathematics, or STEM, programs were started in order to 
encourage kids of all ages that these sort of endeavors weren’t 
only interesting, but they could also be fun. The program links 
Navy professionals in various fields to schoolchildren, 
through competitions, summer camps and other events. 

Dena Kota, Ph.D; Toxicologist, Naval Surface Warfare 
Center Dahlgren Division Asymmetric Systems Department: 

When I started working with the National Defense 
Education Program’s (NDEP) Virginia Demonstration 
Project (VDP) in 2008, some of my goals were to show that 
science and engineering can be fun, that it applies to many 
aspects of our everyday lives, and that it was not just a career 
field for men. I was able to engage students in middle school 
classrooms and show them that what they were learning from 
their textbooks did have a real purpose and would be useful to 
them later on. By using robotics and other non-traditional 
teaching methods, students who didn’t think they were good at 
science and math realized that they could complete tasks in 
engineering that they didn’t think were possible. It turned a 
disengaged student into a student who wanted to learn more… 

As a toxicologist, I was able to introduce a new activity in 
2010 where students learn about bacteria and viruses and 
simulate the spread of an infection to learn about epidemics 
and defending against biological and chemical warfare. We 
make it a goal to tie each activity to actual Navy project 
areas so the students can see the applications of what they 
are doing. 

It is compelling to see the enthusiasm that is generated 
when students step onto base and spend time with actual 
scientists and engineers.  Students see that there is diversity in 
our workplace. That engineers are men and women, young 
and experienced, and most of all, that they, too can become 
an engineer. They learn that we can have fun in our work, 
but that it is also very important work with very important 
purposes. Students begin to see that spending a week on base 
participating in STEM activities is not just a fun experience 
but that it is a door to the many opportunities they can take 
advantage of in order be successful scientists in the future. 

*** 
Matthew J. Hornbaker; CBR Defense Division 

Operations,  Naval Surface Warfare Center Dahlgren 
Division Asymmetric Systems Department: 

Increased focus at the national level for science, 
technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM) education 
is good news for the Navy and the nation. I believe that 
emphasizing an education heavy in science and technology, 
coupled with programs designed to spark student interest in 
science, will certainly help steer kids towards careers they 
might not otherwise have considered…I saw firsthand how the 
National Defense Education Program’s (NDEP) Virginia 
Demonstration Project (VDP), sponsored by the Office of 
Naval Research (ONR), is helping to ensure the next 
generation of Navy scientists and engineers are prepared for 
the challenges they will face in maintaining our nation’s 
technical advantage. 

NDEPs VDP STEM Summer Academy uses Lego robots 
and balsa wood tower building as a platform to teach the kids 
basic concepts of math, engineering, and computer science. 
The program helps give these future S&Es an appreciation for 
the underlying science behind the technology they often take 
for granted… 

This year’s Summer Academy was my third opportunity to 
work with middle school aged kids for an entire week as they 
took on, and successfully completed, challenge after 
challenge. Beyond the STEM knowledge they gain from 
these challenges, these kids get some real life experience, 
since they must rapidly learn to work as a team – with people 
they have never met – in order to complete these challenges. 
I came away from the experience confident that that in a few 
years these future STEM professionals will be ready and 
capable when they hit the workforce. 

*** 
Kathleen (Katy) Owens; Mathematician, Naval Surface 

Warfare Center Dahlgren Division Strategic and Weapon 
Control Systems Department: 

It’s been a whirlwind…introducing a group of 
seven middle school students to the wonderful world of 
math, science, and engineering!  Together with the help 
of two mentors, these students have constructed a 
tower out of balsa wood, built a water rocket, and 
programmed robots to solve different missions ranging 
from rescuing a swimmer to finding hidden “mines.” It 
has been extremely rewarding to help them work as a 
team solving problems similar to what could be 
encountered in the real world. The growth that all of 
the students have shown in their ability to work as a 
team and in their excitement for the sciences has been 
amazing. 
It has been exciting working with the students to program 

the robots. This has been an opportunity to show them that 
what they are doing with their robot missions relates to real 
life because mathematicians like me complete similar tasks in 
our jobs.  My greatest personal moments of this week were 
when the students would have “aha” moments with the 
programming. When they were able to understand the 
relationship between the complex mission they had to 
accomplish and the actual programming needed to achieve 
the goal, it made me feel so happy for them. 

It made me even happier to see their faces light up when 
they successfully completed a mission and were given their 
team badge to place on the mission completion board.  I’ll 
always remember how good it felt to share my passion for 
using logic to solve problems with a computer program with 
these students and to see them respond positively to it. 

For more information about STEM, check out: 
http://www.stemedcoalition.org/. 

 
Senate Panel Keeps Navy’s Biofuel Plan Afloat by 

Robert Beckhusen from WIRED, August 1 
The Navy’s plans to power warships with biofuels may 

not be out of gas quite yet. On Tuesday, the Senate defense 
appropriations subcommittee voted to continue funding the 
alternative energy program, keeping alive the Navy’s push for 
an ambitious “Great Green Fleet,” propelled by renewable 
fuels. 
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“I think we do have the funding for that,” Sen. Daniel 
Inouye said. Inouye, the defense committee chairman, is one 
of the Senate’s most powerful voices on military. matters 
According to a summary provided by the subcommittee, the 
defense bill includes “increases” to alternative energy 
programs (.pdf). But the complete dollar amount won’t likely 
be revealed before Thursday. 

Another fight can also be expected starting Thursday, as 
the green fuel funding — part of the $604 billion defense 
budget for fiscal year 2013 — next moves on to the full Senate 
Armed Services Committee for a vote. But Senate Democrats 
who support the program and control a majority of seats, hope 
to alter any potential changes before a full vote, according to 
Reuters. In any case, it’s a lifeline for a program that nearly 
imploded in May, when the House and Senate defense 
committees restricted spending for military biofuels. 

On the line is one of the top priorites for Navy Secretary 
Ray Mabus, who has developed an ambitious program to use 
biofuels and other renewables for half of the Navy’s energy 
needs by 2020. The biofueled Great Green Fleet, as its called, 
sailed out on its first demonstration voyage in June. 

But Republicans have used the biofuel program as a way 
to hit the White House. Critics have charged the Navy is 
moving forward on an ambitious and costly — potentially 
$1.76 billion per year — alternative energy program when a 
looming budget freeze threatened to cut funding to new ships 
and planes. 

“You are the Secretary of the Navy, not the Secretary of 
Energy,” Sen. John McCain wrote in a letter to Mabus on 
Friday. “I strongly encourage you to marshal the time and 
resources of your team to avert serious threats to the core 
missions and capabilities of the Department of the Navy, 
instead of spending defense dollars to advocate for your view 
of our national energy priorities.” 

Mabus, and allies such as Deputy Assistant Secretary of 
the Navy for Energy Tom Hicks, accept the biofuels won’t be 
cheap — at first. But say these costs are temporary, and that 
“the $1.8 billion figure assumes oil prices won’t be higher in 
2020, and that biofuel costs won’t go down,” Hicks wrote in 
an op-ed for Danger Room on Friday. 

With yesterday’s vote, and if the Navy’s biofuel buys 
clears its coming Senate hurdles, we may have a chance to 
find out. 

 
Navy Carrier Drone Not Immune to Budget Worries 

by Eric Beidel from National Defense, August 1 
NAVAL AIR STATION PATUXENT RIVER, Md. — 

The technical challenges of building a combat drone that can 
land and take off from a Navy aircraft carrier might not be 
nearly as tough as ensuring the aircraft survives the current 
budget climate.  

Navy officials said that technological issues have been the 
least of their worries for the Unmanned Combat Air System 
program that seeks to produce autonomous drones that can 
land on and take off from carriers. 

The largest shadows have been cast by fiscal uncertainty 
and limited access to carriers for testing, Program Manager 
Capt. Jaime W. Engdahl said July 31 as reporters were given a 
first glimpse at one of the two stealth drones built by Northrop 
Grumman. 

Engdahl said he is confident that the "precision GPS 
technology is there." But he cautioned that other obstacles lie 
head. "The most difficult part of this program is keeping 
everything moving and continuing to execute in this budget 
environment and with the carrier constraints.”  

Despite these concerns, officials here are pushing ahead 
with plans to perform sea trials with the X-47B demonstrators 
next year whenever a carrier becomes available. 

The program's funding so far is $875 million, with 
expenditures of $143 million and $41 million carved out for 
fiscal year 2013 and 2014, respectively. Officials are operating 
under the expectation that the money will continue to be there, 
said Rear Adm. Mat Winter, who is a little more than a week 
into his role as program executive officer for unmanned 
systems and strike weapons. Leaders generally have been 
trying to protect unmanned aircraft from budget  cuts, he said. 

The Navy began investigating the possibility of flying 
drones off carriers about 10 years ago, Engdahl said. 

Flight tests already have been conducted at Edwards Air 
Force Base, Calif. The second of the two bat-winged jets 
recently arrived on the East Coast for further testing, causing 
some motorists to claim they had seen a UFO being 
transported on the Beltway. 

Its first flight here on July 29 consisted of 35 minutes 
doing racetrack patterns over the Chesapeake Bay. The aircraft 
reached an altitude of 7,500 feet and a speed of 180 knots, 
Northrop Grumman officials said. 

The drones were brought here to take advantage of 52,000 
square miles of test range located off the coast. It also is one 
of only two places where the Navy works on catapult systems 
that launch aircraft from carriers and arresting gear that slows 
them down when they land. 

A facility on base here has been built to replicate the 
control systems on a carrier. Engineers began assembling the 
center in 2007, Cmdr. Jeff Dodge said. 

“What we had to do to get an unmanned aircraft to 
operate [on a carrier] is take the entire aircraft carrier and 
digitize it,” he said. 

A controller worn on the arm will help crew members 
move the drone about the carrier after it lands. Another 
handheld device allows a sailor to push a button that tells the 
aircraft to “wave off” a landing at the last minute if things 
don’t look right. In the mock control center, screens mimic 
what operators would see out the windows of the ship. Digital 
representations of X-47Bs can be seen circling around the 
deck to come in for a landing. A monitor displays different 
commands, including the wave off. Another calls for a “magic 
carpet” landing. 

The goal is to work out all of the kinks as expeditiously as 
possible, officials said. Already, certain tasks have been 
completed in less than half the planned testing time, they said. 

“We’re not waiting for this aircraft to deploy,” said Rear 
Adm. Randolph Mahr, assistant commander for research and 
engineering at Naval Air Systems Command. 

Flight tests have validated the X-47B’s aerodynamic and 
propulsion performance and its ability to respond to 
commands from onboard guidance, navigation and control 
software. 

“When it gets airborne, the aircraft does exactly what it 
says,” Engdahl said. “If things happen to the air vehicle then 
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the air vehicle has the smarts to react specifically to that 
condition.” 

Still, officials aren’t yet experimenting with weapons or 
sensors on the drones. They are focusing solely on what it 
takes to get the autonomous aircraft to land on, take off from 
and move about a carrier. 

The Navy has a slight reference point given that it has 
operated unmanned Fire Scout rotorcraft off frigates, Winter 
said, though he acknowledged the difference in scale between 
the two operations. The X-47B is 38 feet long and has a 
wingspan of 62 feet. It has no tail and folding wings but 
weighs 44,500 pounds. A Fire Scout weighs about 3,000 
pounds. 

The Navy wants to have unmanned aircraft operating 
aboard carriers by the 2018-2020 timeframe, Winter said. 

The Navy eventually will release a request for bids on an 
Unmanned Carrier Launched Airborne Surveillance and Strike 
(UCLASS) program. For now, though, Winter declined to 
discuss details of that effort. 

 
Senate Appropriations markup will reconsider Navy 

biofuels program by Zack Colman, from E2 Wire (The 
Hill) August 1, 2012 

Navy biofuels spending might be preserved in a $604.5 
billion defense appropriations bill scheduled for a Thursday 
markup, according to a Reuters report.  

The Senate Committee on Appropriations Defense 
subcommittee on Tuesday approved alternative fuel spending 
that includes money for a hotly contested Navy biofuels 
program. The full Senate Appropriations Committee will now 
determine whether that alternative fuel proposal survives at 
the Thursday markup.  

Senate Appropriations Defense subcommittee Chairman 
Daniel Inouye (D-Hawaii) told Reuters, “I think we do have 
funding” for the Navy biofuels program, though he would not 
reveal the specific dollar amount requested in the bill passed 
Tuesday. 

The Armed Services Committee already has effectively 
blocked the Navy biofuels program on the grounds of cost. 

Sen. James Inhofe (R-Okla.) in May added an amendment 
to the defense authorization bill in the Senate Armed Services 
Committee that prevents the Navy from buying biofuels if 
they cost more than conventional fuel. He was incensed by the 
Navy decision to buy 450,000 gallons of $26-per-gallon 
biofuel, which it blended with petroleum for its “Great Green 
Fleet” aircraft carrier strike demonstration in July.  
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Navy Surgeon General Highlights Warfighter Support Role During Military Health System 
Conference 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 01 FEB 12) ... Navy Bureau of Medicine and Surgery Public Affairs 

NATIONAL HARBOR, Md. -- The top medical officer for the U.S. Navy and Marine Corps highlighted the key role his medical 
forces play in support of the operating forces to a capacity crowd at the 2012 Military Health System Conference held at the Gaylord 
National Resort and Convention Center Feb. 1. 

 
2. F-35 Joint Strike Fighter 2011 Year in Review 
(YOUTUBE 01 FEB 12) ... NAVAIR SYSCOM 

The F-35 Integrated Test Force at NAS Patuxent River looks back at 2011's test milestones and progress toward delivering the F-
35B and F-35C to the fleet. 

 
3. Navy Releases FY-12 Continuation Board Results To Commanders 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 01 FEB 12) ... Navy Personnel Command Public Affairs 

MILLINGTON, Tenn. -- Results from the Fiscal Year 2012 performance-based board for continuation of senior enlisted (FY-12 
SECB) were posted in Bupers Online (BOL) for command access Jan. 31. 

 
4. Panetta Says U.S. To End Afghan Combat Role As Soon As 2013 
(NEW YORK TIMES 02 FEB 12) ... Elisabeth Bumiller 

BRUSSELS — In a major milestone toward ending a decade of war in Afghanistan, Defense Secretary Leon E. Panetta said 
Wednesday that American forces would step back from a combat role there as early as mid-2013, more than a year before all 
American troops are scheduled to come home. 

 

CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
5. U.S. 6th Fleet Commander Visits CJTF-HOA Sailors 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 01 FEB 12) ... U.S. Air Force Staff Sergeant Andrew Caya, CJTF-HOA Public Affairs 

CAMP LEMONNIER, Djibouti -- The U.S. 6th Fleet commander visited U.S. Navy Sailors at Camp Lemonnier, Djibouti, Jan. 
30. 

 
6. Bataan ARG Returning After Almost 11 Months 
(NAVY TIMES 01 FEB 12) ... William H. McMichael 

Nearly 11 long months at sea will come to an end next Tuesday when the Bataan Amphibious Ready Group and more than 2,000 
sailors return to Hampton Roads after supporting operations in the European, African and Central Command areas of operation. 

 
7. Seabees Busy During Bold Alligator 2012 
(WVEC ABC NORFOLK 01 FEB 12) 

CAMP JOHNSON, NC -- Navy Seabees are busy building roads and relationship with Marines. On Tuesday, the Sailors were 
constructing a road on Camp Johnson, NC during Bold Alligator 2012. 

 
8. HSV-SPS NCIS Continue Subject Matter Expert Exchange In Peru 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 01 FEB 12) ... Lt. Matthew Comer, High Speed Vessel-Southern Partnership Station Public Affairs 

CALLAO, Peru -- A Naval Criminal Investigative Service (NCIS) team embarked on High Speed Vessel Swift (HSV 2) as HSV-
Southern Partnership Station 2012 (HSV-SPS 12) began the second iteration of its subject matter expert exchange (SMEE) in Callao, 
Peru, Jan. 30. 
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9. Report Blames Pilot Error In Super Hornet Crash 
(VISALIA (CA) TIMES-DELTA 01 FEB 12) ... David Castellon 

Navy investigators have concluded that pilot error likely caused a fatal Super Hornet crash in 2011 near Naval Air Station 
Lemoore, Calif. 

 

GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
10. India, China Cooperate To Make High Seas Safe 
New Delhi, Beijing join Japan in escorting merchant ships across waterways 
(DECCAN HERALD (INDIA) 01 FEB 12) 

Notwithstanding the simmering tension between them, India and China have begun to cooperate in the high seas to ensure safe 
passage of merchant vessels with optimal use of warships from both sides, which in turn saves resources for both. 

 
11. Why Britain And Argentina Are Tussling, Again, Over The Falklands 
Britain's decision to send a new, more powerful warship to the Falkland Islands has ignited a long-
simmering territorial dispute that came to war decades ago. 
(CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR 01 FEB 12) ... Mian Ridge 

LONDON - Decades of sharp exchanges between Britain and Argentina escalated this week as Argentina reasserted its claim to 
the Falklands Islands, a territory about 300 miles off the Argentine coast that has been ruled by Britain since 1833. Britain responded, 
as it always has, that it has no intention of giving the islands up. 

 
12. New U.K. Policy Focuses On Competition, Technology 
(DEFENSE NEWS 01 FEB 12) ... Andrew Chuter 

LONDON — Britain’s government finally took the wrappers off a new defense and security industrial policy Feb 1, laying out 
how it hopes to use open competition, technology and exportability to provide Europe’s biggest military spender and its industry with 
a viable future. 

 
13. NATO’s ‘Smart Defense’: Short-Term Projects, Long-Term Vision 
(DEFENSE NEWS 01 FEB 12) ... Julian Hale 

BRUSSELS — NATO’s smart defense initiative boils down to a series of short-term pragmatic projects and a long-term vision 
for building capabilities, explained a NATO official ahead of a meeting of alliance defense ministers Feb. 1 and 2. 

 
14. First Mistral Helicopter Carrier To Be Assigned To Russian Navy In 36 Months - Navy Commander 
(INTERFAX (RUSSIA) 01 FEB 12) 

ST. PETERSBURG - "The first Mistral amphibious assault ship will be assigned to the Russian navy in 36 months' time," 
Russian Navy Commander Vladimir Vysotsky told journalists on Wednesday. 

 

PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
15. Transition Benefits: NAS Kingsville Sailors Take Advantage Of Available Help 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 01 FEB 12) ... Fifi Kieschnick, Naval Air Station Kingsville Public Affairs 

NAVAL AIR STATION KINGSVILLE, Texas -- Four Naval Air Station (NAS) Kingsville Sailors not selected for retention by 
the Enlisted Retention Board (ERB) are now looking at their options, and what the Navy is doing to help with that process. 

 
16. Vaccine Cuts Viral Infections For Great Lakes Navy Recruits 
2 pills cost $111, but that's worth it to keep basic training on course, officials say 
(CHICAGO TRIBUNE 01 FEB 12) ... John Keilman 

After a hiatus lasting more than a decade, Naval Station Great Lakes is once again vaccinating its recruits against a virus that 
causes upper respiratory infections. 

 
17. NAVFAC Engineering Service Center Announces 2012 Engineers Of The Year 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 01 FEB 12) ... Darrell E. Waller, NAVFAC ESC Public Affairs 

PORT HUENEME, Calif. -- The Naval Facilities Engineering Service Center (NAVFAC ESC) announced the 2012 Military and 
Civilian Engineers of the Year, Feb. 1. 

 
18. SUBGRU 2 Sailor Reflects On Black History Month And His Successes In The Military 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 01 FEB 12) ... Lt. Cmdr. Jennifer Cragg, Commander, Submarine Group 2 Public Affairs 

GROTON, Conn. -- A Commander, Submarine Group (SUBGRU) 2 Senior Chief reflected on Black History Month, which began 
Feb. 1, the unique skill set he provides to the submarine force, and the leaders who made it possible. 
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19. Teachers Fondly Remember Young Sailor 
Gallant was bright student with goals set on a career in the Navy, educators say 
(WINCHESTER (KY) SUN 31 JAN 12) ... Katie Perkowski 

Taylor Gallant was known by his teachers as a highly intelligent, driven student who knew exactly what he wanted to do with his 
life a lot earlier than many of his peers — serve in the Navy. 

 
20. Wife Details Stabbing of Navy Husband 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 01 FEB 12) ... Dana Littlefield 

SAN DIEGO — Anxious and angry. 
 

FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
21. Central Coast Biofuel Plant Fuels U.S. Interest 
(GOSFORD EXPRESS ADVOCATE (AUSTRALIA) 02 FEB 12) ... Terry Collins 

A small company in Somersby could be a supplier of biofuel to U.S. Navy one day. 
 

22. Railgun Tech Takes A Step Towards Warship Reality 
(MSNBC 01 FEB 12) ... John Roach 

A war-ready electromagnetic railgun took a step closer to reality this week when the U.S. Navy awarded a defense contractor $10 
million to develop a piece of the power system needed to hurl projectiles at speeds up to 5,000 miles per hour. 

 
23. Northrop Grumman Wins Bid For Navy's Tactical Afloat Network 
(DEFENSE DAILY 02 FEB 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

Northrop Grumman has won the competition for the Navy's next generation ship-based tactical network over rival Lockheed 
Martin and will deliver the initial systems to the fleet. 

 
24. Boeing-Textron Team Seeks V-22 Sales Abroad As U.S. Readies Cuts 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 02 FEB 12) ... Tony Capaccio 

Textron Inc. and Boeing Co. are seeking buyers overseas for their V-22 Osprey as the Pentagon is moving to cut 24 of the aircraft 
from its new five-year plan, according to two U.S. officials. 

 

BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
25. Blue Angels Air Show Among Top 20 Events 
(PENSACOLA NEWS JOURNAL 01 FEB 12) 

The Pensacola Beach Blue Angels Air Show has been named one of the Top 20 Events in the Southeast for July by the Southeast 
Tourism Society. 

 
26. GOP Lawmaker On Potential BRAC Request: ‘Kill It’ 
(DEFENSE NEWS 01 FEB 12) ... Kate Brannen 

Rep. Buck McKeon, Republican chair of the House Armed Services Committee, did not mince words when asked what he would 
do to a Pentagon request for domestic base closures. 

 
27. Okinawa Pref. To Start Own Analysis Of Security Info From April 
(KYODO NEWS 02 FEB 12) 

NAHA -- The Okinawa prefectural government will set up a new division in April to collect and analyze security information on 
its own to help settle the long-stalled U.S. base relocation issue within the prefecture and other problems involving U.S. military 
presence, senior prefectural officials said Wednesday. 

 
28. Supply Center Completes Initial Phase of At-Risk Mentorship Program 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 01 FEB 12) ... Candice Villarreal, NAVSUP Fleet Logistics Center San Diego Public Affairs 

SAN DIEGO -- Naval Supply Systems Command (NAVSUP) Fleet Logistics Center (FLC) San Diego wrapped-up the first phase 
of its groundbreaking Teambuilding and Mentorship (T&M) program with San Diego Youth Services Jan. 31 at Naval Base San 
Diego. 

 
29. Base Exchanges Save Sailors 23 Percent, Navy Survey Says 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 01 FEB 12) ... Corinne Reilly 

Turns out Walmart isn’t the low-price leader after all – at least not if you’re in the Navy. 
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30. Navy Misawa Sailors Building "Lone Sailor" Snow Sculpture 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 01 FEB 12) ... Senior Chief Mass Communication Specialist Daniel Sanford, Naval Air Facility Misawa 
Public Affairs 

SAPPORO, Japan -- Six Sailors from Naval Air Facility (NAF) Misawa began building a snow sculpture Feb. 1 for the upcoming 
63rd Annual Sapporo Snow Festival here. 

 
31. Navy Hoping To Get $26m From Federal Government To Move Section Of Pipeline 
(KGTV ABC SAN DIEGO 01 FEB 12) ... Mitch Blacher 

SAN DIEGO -- The U.S. Navy is rushing to get an aging fuel pipeline off Point Loma's shoreline and is hoping to get $26 million 
from the federal government by spring to move it. 

 
32. Jacksonville Jaguars Cheerleaders And Football Players Visit USS Enterprise 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 01 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Kristin L. Grover, Enterprise Carrier Strike Group 
Public Affairs 

MAYPORT, Fla. -- Cheerleaders and football players from the NFL's Jacksonville Jaguars visited aircraft carrier USS Enterprise 
(CVN 65) while the ship was in port at Naval Station Mayport, Fla., Jan. 31. 

 

NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
33. Republicans Push To Stop Automatic U.S. Spending Cuts 
(REUTERS 02 FEB 12) ... Donna Smith 

WASHINGTON -- Wide-ranging U.S. spending cuts set to kick in next year for domestic and military programs would be 
scrapped by a proposal that some top Republicans plan to outline on Thursday. 

 
34. House Approves Measure To Freeze Federal Salaries 
(WASHINGTON POST 02 FEB 12) ... Ed O'Keefe 

House lawmakers voted Wednesday night to freeze their pay and the salaries of congressional staffers and civilian federal 
employees, scoring a symbolic victory for congressional Republicans who have targeted government compensation as an example of 
excessive federal spending. 

 
35. DOD Adds Vicodin, Xanax To Drug Testing, Offers 90-Day Amnesty 
(STARS AND STRIPES 02 FEB 12) ... Nathan A. Bailey 

TOKYO — The Defense Department announced an expansion of its drug testing program Wednesday to include widely abused 
prescription medications containing hydrocodone and benzodiazepine, but it’s offering an unprecedented 90-day amnesty period for 
servicemembers to come clean or get treatment. 

 
36. Tricare Fees Would Rise Faster Than Current Law Allows 
(NAVY TIMES 06 FEB 12) ... Andrew Tilghman and Rick Maze 

The Pentagon is refusing to accept a law Congress passed just last year that would limit future Tricare fee hikes for retirees to no 
more than the annual cost-of-living adjustment in retired pay. 

 
37. War Over Gays In Military In New Phase 
(POLITICO 01 FEB 12) ... Charles Hoskinson 

The national debate over gay marriage is threatening to spill over into the military, as activists from both sides of the volatile issue 
work to influence the Pentagon’s policy toward gay and lesbian service members and their families. 

 
38. Official Outlines Absentee Voting Options 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 01 FEB 12) ... Lisa Daniel 

WASHINGTON – Federal officials are urging military members, their families and other Americans living outside the United 
States to register to vote and request an absentee ballot. 

 
39. USO Innovates To Better Support Troops 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 31 JAN 12) ... Army Sgt. 1st Class Tyrone C. Marshall Jr. 

WASHINGTON – The USO has served America’s troops and their families for seven decades, but thanks to innovations and 
adaptability, it’s not the same old USO, the organization’s president said. 
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OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
40. Why America Needs Amphibious Skills 
Amphibious combat capabilities are vital to the U.S. military. This is no more so than in the Asia-Pacific 
region. 
(THE DIPLOMAT 01 FEB 12) ... Rep. J. Randy Forbes 

“Amphibious warfare.” To most Americans, the term conjures up images from HBO’s The Pacific, where U.S. Marines assault 
the beaches of Pacific islands on their way to Tokyo. Sure, it served its purpose in World War II, but are we ever going to need to fight 
our way onto a beach again? A decade of combat in the Middle East has only strengthened the opinion that the Marine Corps may be a 
muscular instrument of warfare, but its amphibious tradition is now ancient history. 

 
41. Nothing Like A Good Maritime Raid 
We started doing it 212 years ago. Now that the Marine Corps is going back to sea after a decade on the 
ground, it’s time to revive the Maritime Raid Force. 
(PROCEEDINGS MAGAZINE FEBRUARY 2012) ... Lt. Cmdr. Benjamin Armstrong, U.S. Navy 

The Navy/Marine Corps team has a long and storied past, operating together in everything from ship versus ship combat in the 
Age of Sail to the mastery of small wars and the amphibious warfare that has become its staple over the past half century. 
Operationally, many of the successful missions conducted by the Navy/Marine Corps team have involved maritime raiding. 

 
42. It’s Hurry Up And Wait For Joint Strike Fighters 
(HILTON HEAD ISLAND PACKET 01 FEB 12) ... Editorial 

Welcome to the supersonic version of the tortoise and the hare. 
 

43. What Flows From U.S. Marines in Australia? 
(JAKARTA GLOBE (INDONESIA) 01 FEB 12) ... Geoff Wade 

That U.S. engagement with East Asia has grown in recent years is news to none. But as the dust settles following U.S. President 
Barack Obama’s announcement of the imminent stationing of U.S. marines in northern Australia, it is perhaps time to assess what this 
development might augur for the broader East Asian region in the longer term. 

 
44. War's Glass Ceiling 
Pentagon moves closer to allowing women to fight 
(BOSTON GLOVE 02 FEB 12) ... Juliette Kayyem 

Over 130 women have died in the wars in Afghanistan and Iraq, and yet they were not in combat. This paradox - women fight in 
wars but are not assigned to fighting in wars due to the Pentagon's exclusionary policy - is at the center of a long-simmering debate 
that has avoided much of the Lady Gaga-ness surrounding repeal of the military's ban on homosexuals. But if 2011 was the year of 
ending the “don't ask, don't tell” prohibition, 2012 begins with hints about a significant policy transformation regarding women in 
combat. 

 

BBLLOOGGSS::  
45. EXCERPTS FROM BLOGS AROUND THE WORLD 
(PUBLISHED 30 JAN – 02 FEB 12) 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Navy Surgeon General Highlights Warfighter Support Role During Military Health System 

Conference 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 01 FEB 12) ... Navy Bureau of Medicine and Surgery Public Affairs 

NATIONAL HARBOR, Md. -- The top medical officer 
for the U.S. Navy and Marine Corps highlighted the key role 
his medical forces play in support of the operating forces to a 
capacity crowd at the 2012 Military Health System 
Conference held at the Gaylord National Resort and 
Convention Center Feb. 1. 

Navy Surgeon General, Vice Adm. Matthew Nathan, told 
an audience of more than 1,000 U.S. military and federal 
health care professionals that the main mission of Navy 
Medicine is to keep the nation's naval forces medically ready 
to operate around the world in support of U.S. national 
objectives. 

"Our job in Navy Medicine is to support the forward 
deployed force and provide readiness," said Nathan. "When 
the world dials 911, it's not to make an appointment." 

Nathan highlighted the Navy's global mission of being 
forward deployed to provide a power projection and 
deterrence role while also being ready to respond to 
humanitarian assistance and disaster response requirements. 

"We are a global force for good," said Nathan. "We build 
our Navy for war. But we operate our Navy for peace." 

The annual conference allows all the stakeholders in the 
U.S. military health system, including the representatives from 
all branches of service, TRICARE Management Activity, and 
the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs to come together and 
share lessons learned and best practices throughout the 
military medicine field. 

During his presentation, Nathan discussed the Navy 
medical role in battlefield trauma care and the successes the 
joint medical forces have achieved in caring for those 
wounded during the past decade of combat operations. 

"Our main mission is support to the warfighter and we're 
in the fight," said Nathan. "More than 50 percent of Navy 
[personnel] wounded over the past decade of war have been 
Navy Medicine. Our losses are 28 percent." 

According to Nathan, the continuum of care for combat 
wounded is unprecedented with a survivability rate of 
approximately 97 percent. He told the crowd that now the 
average time from when a patient receives near-mortal 
wounds on the battlefield until they end up at an intensive care 
unit at Walter Reed Bethesda, Brooke Army Medical Center, 
or Naval Medical Center San Diego is three to five days. He 
noted this is due to the cooperation of the Navy, Air Force and 
Army medical teams along the way. 

Nathan reminded the crowd that wounded warrior care is 
a long-term mission that will require continued collaboration 
among the services and other federal healthcare agencies. 

"This is going to be a military, Veteran's Affairs and 
private sector call to duty of America to deal with the numbers 
of service men and women who are dealing with traumatic 
brain injury and post-traumatic stress," said Nathan. 

Nathan concluded his remarks by highlighting the 
unprecedented achievements the joint medical team has 
accomplished together and affirmed his commitment to 
working with his service counterparts to look for greater 
efficiencies and better ways to conduct the business of 
healthcare for the U.S. military, families and veterans. 

"I've seen the synergy of what happens when the Army, 
Navy, and Air Force come together during medical 
operations," said Nathan. "We celebrate our victories together 
and mourn our losses together. We are family." 

As the Navy Surgeon General and Chief, Bureau of 
Medicine and Surgery, Nathan leads 63,000 Navy Medicine 
personnel that provide healthcare support to the U.S. Navy, 
Marine Corps, their families and veterans in high operational 
tempo environments, at expeditionary medical facilities, 
medical treatment facilities, hospitals, clinics, hospital ships 
and research units around the world. 

Return to Index 
 

2. F-35 Joint Strike Fighter 2011 Year in Review 
(YOUTUBE 01 FEB 12) ... NAVAIR SYSCOM 

The F-35 Integrated Test Force at NAS Patuxent River 
looks back at 2011's test milestones and progress toward 
delivering the F-35B and F-35C to the fleet. 

Video produced by the Patuxent River F-35 ITF. 
View Clip (RT: 7:27) 

Return to Index 
 

3. Navy Releases FY-12 Continuation Board Results To Commanders 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 01 FEB 12) ... Navy Personnel Command Public Affairs 

MILLINGTON, Tenn. -- Results from the Fiscal Year 
2012 performance-based board for continuation of senior 
enlisted (FY-12 SECB) were posted in Bupers Online (BOL) 
for command access Jan. 31. 

In accordance with NAVADMIN 194/11, Sailors not 
selected for retention will be notified by their commanding 
officer or officer-in-charge within seven calendar days of 
commander notification. After this seven-day notification 
period, a NAVADMIN will be released announcing that 

results are available in BOL for senior enlisted to check their 
individual status. 

The board, which convened Dec. 5, 2011, was a 
performance-driven review of approximately 7,700 active, full 
time support and Reserve master chiefs, senior chiefs and 
chiefs with more than 19 years of service and three years time-
in-grade. The board is a force management measure, like 
perform to serve, allowing the Navy to retain the best Sailors, 
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while meeting current and future planned end-strength 
controls. 

Senior enlisted considered by the board will be classified 
in one of three categories in BOL. 

S - Selected for continuation. 

N- Not selected for continuation. 

H- Not selected for continuation - In a hold status. 

Commanders, commanding officers and officers-in-
charge or their designated representatives are required to 
contact the Navy Personnel Command customer service center 
at 1-866-U-ASK-NPC or via e-mail at cscmailbox@navy.mil 
to verify that notification of senior enlisted not selected for 
continuation is complete. 

Commands shall immediately contact Navy Personnel 
Command (NPC) if a senior enlisted not selected for 
continuation has transferred or is serving on an individual 
augmentation manpower management (IAMM), global 

support assignment (GSA), overseas contingency operations 
support assignment (OSA), or mobilization. 

Detaching commands are responsible for notification in 
cases where the senior enlisted not selected for continuation is 
in transit between duty stations. The assigned Navy element 
commander shall ensure notification and support is provided 
when the senior enlisted not selected for continuation is 
assigned to a joint or non-Navy command. 

Sailors not selected for continuation must transfer to the 
Fleet Reserve or retire by Sept. 30, 2012, and will have access 
to the Navy's Transition Assistance Management Program. 
Transition Assistance information can be found at 
http://www.public.navy.mil/bupers-
npc/boards/ERB/Pages/TransitionInfo.aspx. 

For more information about the SECB read the 
NAVADMIN 194/11 and visit www.npc.navy.mil or contact 
NPC customer service center at 1-866-U-ASK-NPC or 
CSCmailbox@navy.mil. 

Return to Index 
 

4. Panetta Says U.S. To End Afghan Combat Role As Soon As 2013 
(NEW YORK TIMES 02 FEB 12) ... Elisabeth Bumiller 

BRUSSELS — In a major milestone toward ending a 
decade of war in Afghanistan, Defense Secretary Leon E. 
Panetta said Wednesday that American forces would step back 
from a combat role there as early as mid-2013, more than a 
year before all American troops are scheduled to come home. 

Mr. Panetta cast the decision as an orderly step in a 
withdrawal process long planned by the United States and its 
allies, but his comments were the first time that the United 
States had put a date on stepping back from its central role in 
the war. The defense secretary’s words reflected the Obama 
administration’s eagerness to bring to a close the second of 
two grinding ground wars it inherited from the Bush 
administration. 

Promising the end of the American combat mission in 
Afghanistan next year would also give Mr. Obama a certain 
applause line in his re-election stump speech this year. 

Mr. Panetta said no decisions had been made about the 
number of American troops to be withdrawn in 2013, and he 
made clear that substantial fighting lies ahead. “It doesn’t 
mean that we’re not going to be combat-ready; we will be, 
because we always have to be in order to defend ourselves,” 
he told reporters on his plane on his way to a NATO meeting 
in Brussels, where Afghanistan is to be a central focus. 

The United States has about 90,000 troops in Afghanistan, 
but 22,000 of them are due home by this fall. There has been 
no schedule set for the pace of the withdrawal of the 68,000 
American troops who will remain, only that all are to be out 
by the end of 2014. 

Mr. Panetta offered no details of what stepping back from 
combat would mean, saying only that the troops would move 
into an “advise and assist” role to Afghanistan’s security 
forces. Such definitions are typically murky, particularly in a 
country like Afghanistan, where American forces are spread 
widely among small bases across the desert, farmland and 
mountains, and where the native security forces have a mixed 
record of success at best. 

The defense secretary offered the withdrawal of the 
United States from Iraq as a model. American troops there 

eventually pulled back to large bases and left the bulk of the 
fighting to the Iraqis. 

At the same time, Mr. Panetta said the NATO discussions 
would also focus on a potential downsizing of Afghan security 
forces from 350,000 troops, largely because of the expense of 
maintaining such a large army. The United States and other 
NATO countries support those forces at a cost of around $6 
billion a year, but financial crises in Europe are causing 
countries to balk at the bill. 

“The funding is going to largely determine the kind of 
force we can sustain in the future,” Mr. Panetta said. 

He and his team played down last week’s announcement 
by President Nicolas Sarkozy of France that his country would 
break with its NATO allies and accelerate the withdrawal of 
its forces in Afghanistan by pulling back its troops a year 
early, by the end of 2013. Pentagon officials said Mr. Sarkozy 
and the United States might be more in tune than it appeared, 
although they acknowledged confusion about the French 
president’s statement and said their goal was to sort it out at 
the NATO meeting. 

“A lot of policy officials in Paris were scrambling” after 
Mr. Sarkozy’s announcement, a senior American defense 
official said. “So getting exactly to what the French bottom 
line is hasn’t been easy for them, much less for us.” The 
official spoke on the condition of anonymity because he was 
discussing the internal deliberations of another country. 

Mr. Sarkozy made the announcement after an attack by a 
rogue Afghan soldier who killed four unarmed French soldiers 
on a training mission. There have been similar episodes of 
Afghan troops’ killing of American forces, most recently 
involving the death of a Marine in Helmand Province this 
week. 

The senior defense official said the Americans considered 
the attacks as “isolated incidents,” although “obviously very 
disturbing.” He said vetting procedures for Afghan security 
forces were being reviewed. 

Mr. Panetta said he would also seek to reassure NATO 
that although budget constraints and a focus on Asia were 
forcing the United States to withdraw two combat brigades — 
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as many as 10,000 troops — from Europe, it was not 
abandoning its allies. The United States, he said, would try to 

make up some of the difference by rotating more troops in for 
training exercises in Europe. 

Return to Index 
 
 

CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
5. U.S. 6th Fleet Commander Visits CJTF-HOA Sailors 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 01 FEB 12) ... U.S. Air Force Staff Sergeant Andrew Caya, CJTF-HOA Public Affairs 

CAMP LEMONNIER, Djibouti -- The U.S. 6th Fleet 
commander visited U.S. Navy Sailors at Camp Lemonnier, 
Djibouti, Jan. 30. 

The Sailors shared their mission at Combined Joint Task 
Force - Horn of Africa (HOA) with Vice Adm. Frank 
Pandolfe, who is also U.S. Naval Forces Europe and U.S. 
Naval Forces Africa deputy commander. 

"The HOA mission is essential to security in this vital part 
of the world," said Pandolfe. "I've come to learn about the 
base, its function, the people stationed here and any issues 
they may have. I am extremely impressed with the Sailors I 
have met here. They are skilled at their specialties, are highly 
motivated and excited about the mission." 

During Pandolfe's first visit to Camp Lemonnier, he 
interacted with Sailors in many sections and saw firsthand the 
diversity and importance of the jobs they perform. 

"It was great for our leadership to see our capabilities for 
the Horn of Africa and the Navy in general," said Lt. Scott 
Pennoyer, CJTF-HOA explosive ordnance disposal (EOD) 
officer, following a tour of the EOD facility. "We appreciate 
the opportunity to showcase ourselves to the admiral." 

Pennoyer explained to Pandolfe that CJTF-HOA EOD 
executes several missions, including port security, 
humanitarian aid, clearing mines in countries across the HOA 
region, and establishing EOD units in African partner nations. 

Pandolfe extended praise to other units here, including 
Naval Mobile Construction Battalion (NMCB) 5 for its hard 
work during the unit's deployment. He referenced the base 
infrastructure, maintained by the Seabees, as the foundation of 
operations in this area of the world. 

Pandolfe encouraged the Seabees to reflect back on their 
time in Djibouiti and on the difference they made. 

"People across the area have been positively influenced 
by your work," Pandolfe said. 

Pandolfe also presided over an awards ceremony that 
recognized several NMCB 5 Seabees for their contributions 
during their six-month deployment here. 

"You are building the future," Pandolfe said. 
U.S. 6th Fleet headquarters is located in Naples, Italy, and 

conducts a full range or maritime security operations and 
theater security cooperation missions in concert with coalition, 
joint, interagency and other parties in order to advance 
security and stability in Europe and Africa. 

Return to Index 
 

6. Bataan ARG Returning After Almost 11 Months 
(NAVY TIMES 01 FEB 12) ... William H. McMichael 

Nearly 11 long months at sea will come to an end next 
Tuesday when the Bataan Amphibious Ready Group and more 
than 2,000 sailors return to Hampton Roads after supporting 
operations in the European, African and Central Command 
areas of operation. 

The homecoming, announced Wednesday by Fleet Forces 
Command, ends one of the longest deployments — 314 days 
— in nearly 40 years. 

Returning to Naval Station Norfolk Feb. 7 will be the 
amphibious assault ship Bataan and the amphibious transport 
dock Mesa Verde — the latter of which made the deployment 
in place of sister ship San Antonio, whose continued 
mechanical problems, now apparently repaired, prevented it 
from sailing. The dock landing ship Whidbey Island will pull 
in to its home port of Joint Expeditionary Base-Little Creek. 

The sailors and Marines of the 22nd Marine 
Expeditionary Unit, which was aboard for nearly the entire 
cruise, will offload two days earlier, Feb. 5, in Morehead City, 
N.C. 

The deployment began March 23, 2011, more than three 
months ahead of schedule, in part to relieve the Kearsarge 
ARG, which itself had deployed early to conduct humanitarian 
assistance in Pakistan and was extended in order to take part in 
last spring’s combat action in Libya. Officials deployed the 

Bataan group directly out of advanced training without 
returning to port. 

The Kearsarge ARG spent 8½ months at sea and at one 
point went nearly four months without a port call. 

The Bataan ARG deployment will exceed the longest 
deployment in recent memory: the carrier Abraham Lincoln’s 
9½-month cruise — a total of 303 days — in 2002-03. 

In 1973, the carrier Midway was underway for 327 days, 
according to Fleet Forces. 

A total of 10 carrier strike group or amphibious ready 
group deployments have exceeded seven months over the past 
five years, including that of the Bataan ARG. The Navy denies 
that longer deployments are becoming a new norm but says 
ships must “flex to meet emergent requirements.” Officials say 
the overseas combatant commander “demand signal” for 
amphibious ships is high. 

While deployed, the Bataan ARG supported operations 
from the east Mediterranean to the Arabian Sea. Highlights 
included support to combat operations in Libya, training in 
Djibouti, and bilateral training with Spanish and Romanian 
Marines. 

“I could not be prouder of our servicemen and women,” 
said Capt. Steven Yoder, the ARG commander. “Their 
performance, commitment to excellence, and flexibility during 
this deployment has truly been exceptional.” 

Return to Index 
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7. Seabees Busy During Bold Alligator 2012 
(WVEC ABC NORFOLK 01 FEB 12) 

CAMP JOHNSON, NC -- Navy Seabees are busy 
building roads and relationship with Marines. On Tuesday, the 
Sailors were constructing a road on Camp Johnson, NC during 
Bold Alligator 2012. 

The exercise began Jan. 30 and will run through Feb. 12, 
on and off the coasts of Virginia, North Carolina and Florida. 
The exercise is designed to revitalize Navy and Marine Corps 
amphibious expeditionary tactics, techniques and procedures, 
and reinvigorate its culture of conducting combined Navy and 
Marine Corps operations from the sea, a Navy statement said. 

"It's enormously important for the Navy to start learning 
an awful lot about Marine Corps operations and getting a 
landing force ashore, and how that land force operates," Navy 
Adm. John C. Harvey Jr. said Tuesday at a Defense Writers 
Group breakfast. 

"And it's enormously important for the Marine forces to 
understand what it took to get the naval force to the position 
where you could land the assault forces and sustain those 
assault forces," he added. "That part of this education, I think, 
will be the greatest benefit to this exercise." 

Return to Index 
 

8. HSV-SPS NCIS Continue Subject Matter Expert Exchange In Peru 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 01 FEB 12) ... Lt. Matthew Comer, High Speed Vessel-Southern Partnership Station Public Affairs 

CALLAO, Peru -- A Naval Criminal Investigative Service 
(NCIS) team embarked on High Speed Vessel Swift (HSV 2) 
as HSV-Southern Partnership Station 2012 (HSV-SPS 12) 
began the second iteration of its subject matter expert 
exchange (SMEE) in Callao, Peru, Jan. 30. 

The three-person military and civilian NCIS team aboard 
Swift was invited to Callao Naval base to hold two weekly 
discussions covering security techniques with Peruvian naval 
officers and enlisted personnel during Swift's three-week port 
visit. 

"Security concerns are universal," said Cmdr. Garry 
Wright, HSV-SPS 12 mission commander. "Through working 
with our partners, like the Peruvians, we can increase 
education and the effectiveness of our operations." 

The Swift NCIS team is working with 18 Peruvian navy 
personnel for the exchange. During Swift's three-week port 
visit in Peru, more than 40 Peruvian navy police and security 
personnel are scheduled to partner with the Swift NCIS team. 
The exchange details the history of terrorism and the 
importance of installation surveillance. 

"The reason why we have these exchanges is because 
studies in history have determined that the failure of our 

ability to detect and report suspicious activities results in a 
weak force protection posture," said Lt. j.g. Dylan Harmon, 
NCIS team member. 

The discussion topics covered organizing surveillance 
detection teams and conducting target and route analysis. The 
group reviewed the steps involved in the breaking the threat 
surveillance cycle and the necessary reporting procedures. The 
participants will use the knowledge gained in the exchange to 
proficiently evaluate observation points in and abound military 
installations. 

The exchange culminates in a practical exercise, where 
participants attempt to identify risky behavior in role-players. 
The security agents must to describe the behavior and 
appearance of suspicious individuals. 

The NCIS partnership is one of many SMEEs occurring 
in Callao as part of HSV-SPS 12. Service members from each 
of the armed services are working with the host nation 
partners, exchanging information regarding medical and 
veterinary practices, small unit leadership, port security and 
construction. 
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9. Report Blames Pilot Error In Super Hornet Crash 
(VISALIA (CA) TIMES-DELTA 01 FEB 12) ... David Castellon 

Navy investigators have concluded that pilot error likely 
caused a fatal Super Hornet crash in 2011 near Naval Air 
Station Lemoore, Calif. 

Just minutes after taking off for a training flight, the F/A-
18F Super Hornet crashed April 6 into a field about a half-
mile west of the base. 

The pilot, Lt. Matthew Lowe, 33, of Plantation, Fla., and 
the plane’s weapons officer, Lt. Nathan Williams, 28, of 
Oswego, N.Y., were practicing a “loaded roll” when the pilot 
apparently lost control, according to a report obtained through 
a Freedom of Information Act request. The Visalia Times-
Delta of California — which is owned by Gannett, as is Navy 
Times — received a copy of the report and other documents 
related to the crash Jan. 30. 

It took just 14 seconds from the moment the aircraft 
began the maneuver until it began a fatal dive and crashed, 
according to a summary report of the Navy’s findings. 

Nobody on the ground was injured. Both Lowe and 
Williams were killed; the report says Williams managed to 

eject, but he was too close to the ground for his parachute to 
deploy and save his life. 

“The mishap was caused by the aircrew’s failure to 
execute the maneuver in accordance with the prescribed 
airspeed and [angle of attack] parameters” for doing a loaded 
roll, according to the three-page summary issued Dec. 6 by 
Vice Adm. Allen Myers, Naval Air Forces commander. 

Among the investigators’ conclusions: 

 Lowe and Williams didn’t properly follow the 
instructions on doing the maneuver. 

 Problems in previous flights were filmed but not 
shown to the two aviators afterward. 

 The officers lacked sufficient understanding of the 
flight parameters and the flight computer system 
“that would have enhanced the safety margin of the 
loaded roll maneuver.” 

Naval investigators concluded that the Super Hornet 
attempted the loaded roll moving too fast and at too steep an 
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angle and that they lost control of the plane during the 
maneuver. 

A video of the flight taken from the ground shows the 
Super Hornet beginning the maneuver and suddenly diving 
until it crashed. 

Navy officials said weather did not appear to play a role 
in the crash and they found no evidence that mechanical 
problems were involved. 

Lowe and Williams took off from the base at 11:55 a.m.; 
the fatal roll maneuver began just after 12:06 p.m. about 880 
feet above the ground, according to the report. 

Navy investigators wrote that Williams ejected between 
328 and 330 feet and concluded that Lowe attempted to eject 
after his weapons officer did, but the process had barely begun 
when the plane hit the ground. 

Autopsies showed both men died instantly. Neither had 
any known health problems, nor did they have alcohol or 
drugs in their systems that might have played roles in the 
crash, the Navy reported. 

Lowe and Williams were members of the Lemoore-based 
Strike Fighter Squadron 122, a fleet replacement squadron that 
also flies at air shows and other public events. 

The Navy reported that Lowe had a little more than 1,492 
flight hours but only 117 of them in an F/A-18F Super Hornet. 
The April 6 flight was Lowe’s fourth flight and would have 
been the last for him to qualify to do demonstration flights. 

“I am especially concerned that the mishap crew 
improperly performed the loaded-roll maneuver during three 
previous practice demonstration flights,” Myers said in the 
report. 

Videos of those flights showed excessive angles of attack, 
but they weren’t shown to the aviators in post-flight 
debriefings. “A vital opportunity to prevent the accident was 
lost,” the report said. 

Myers ordered loaded-roll maneuvers to be banned from 
the Navy’s demonstration flights. He said that the maneuver is 
best executed by experienced test pilots and requires levels of 
focus and skill not normally employed by tactical-
demonstration pilots. 

View Report (PDF) 
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GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
10. India, China Cooperate To Make High Seas Safe 
New Delhi, Beijing join Japan in escorting merchant ships across waterways 
(DECCAN HERALD (INDIA) 01 FEB 12) 

Notwithstanding the simmering tension between them, 
India and China have begun to cooperate in the high seas to 
ensure safe passage of merchant vessels with optimal use of 
warships from both sides, which in turn saves resources for 
both. 

Navies from the two neighbouring countries had a face-
off in the South China Sea region of the Indian Ocean when an 
English-speaking caller identifying himself as the PLA Navy 
official asked INS Airavat to move away from the South 
China Sea. 

The unprecedented warning ruffled many diplomatic 
feathers as it came immediately after Beijing’s objections to 
India’s offer of assistance to Vietnam to explore oil resources 
off Vietnam coast. 

Since January 1 this year, warships of India, China and 
Japan are sharing their rosters before escorting commercial 
ships through the piracy-infested 490 nautical miles long 
internationally recognised transit corridor in the Gulf of Aden. 

The purpose was to maintain adequate gap between two 
convoys so that every warship’s escorting capability can be 
put to best use, said Monty Khanna, assistant chief of naval 
staff in-charge of foreign cooperation and intelligence. 

Since 2008, Indian Navy is sending warships in the Gulf 
of Aden to a provide safe passage for merchant vessels. So far, 
Indian Navy escorted more than 2,000 vessels, out of which 
more than 1,500 are foreign flag ships. India along with China, 
Japan, Russia, Thailand and Singapore are independent 
countries who are not part of any patrolling group like Task 

Force 151, TF-465 and TF-508 under the respective leadership 
of USA, EU and NATO. 

The Problem 
As India, China and Japan were setting up their own 

schedules, it created a problem for many merchant ships. 
There were days when no escorting vessel was available from 
any of the three countries as they either departed within a short 
span of time and merchant ships had to wait or were on their 
return way. 

The merchant shipowners complained to a regional 
working-level body called Shared Awareness and 
Deconfliction (SHADE) in Bahrain asking the independent 
players to coordinate among themselves. All key sea-faring 
nations are SHADE members. 

The convoy coordination group under SHADE took up 
the issue with New Delhi, Beijing and Tokyo. 

After rounds of discussions in the last six months, it has 
now been decided that India, China and Japan will share each 
other’s roster three months in advance through SHADE for 
ensuring safe passage of maximum number of ships with one 
escorting vessel. 

The trio was sharing information through a secured 
SHADE server in Bahrain. 

While Indian Navy deploys one warship for patrolling the 
IRTC, China’s People’s Liberation Army Navy has positioned 
three ships including two warships. Japanese resource includes 
one-two ships and an aircraft stationed at Djibouti. 

Currently the Indian ship on duty is INS Trishul, which 
was preceded by INS Godavari. 

Return to Index 
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11. Why Britain And Argentina Are Tussling, Again, Over The Falklands 
Britain's decision to send a new, more powerful warship to the Falkland Islands has ignited a long-
simmering territorial dispute that came to war decades ago. 
(CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR 01 FEB 12) ... Mian Ridge 

LONDON - Decades of sharp exchanges between Britain 
and Argentina escalated this week as Argentina reasserted its 
claim to the Falklands Islands, a territory about 300 miles off 
the Argentine coast that has been ruled by Britain since 1833. 
Britain responded, as it always has, that it has no intention of 
giving the islands up. 

Today, as the 30th anniversary of the two nations’ war 
over the South Atlantic's Falklands approaches, tensions have 
risen, with Britain accusing Argentina of “colonialism” for 
pursuing its claim. 

On Jan. 30, Britain announced it was deploying the 
destroyer HMS Dauntless to the South Atlantic, replacing a 
less powerful warship that is there now. Today Prince 
William, second-in-line to the British throne, began his Royal 
Air Force posting to the Falklands – arriving, as many 
Argentineans saw it, in “the uniform of the conqueror," even 
though he is flying a search-and-rescue helicopter. 

The Royal Navy denies either move is significant, saying 
it has long had a presence in the South Atlantic and the 
replacement of one warship with another is “routine.” 

The two-month Falklands War, which began when 
Argentina invaded the islands with little warning in 1982, 
resulted in the death of 255 British and about 650 Argentinean 
soldiers. After almost three peaceable decades, tensions began 
to boil over once again in 2010, when British oil companies 
showed an interest in oil exploration near the Falklands. 
Argentina decreed that ships passing through its waters to the 
islands would require permits. 

In June 2011, Argentinean President Cristina Fernandez 
described Britain as a “crass colonial power in decline” after it 
refused to hold talks over the islands. Britain has said it will 
only agree to talks if Falkland residents – who are British 
citizens and wish to remain British, the government argues – 
request them. 

Yesterday, Britain’s National Security Council discussed 
the Falkland’s defenses. Today Prime Minister David 
Cameron told Parliament that Britain was committed to 
protecting the islands and that it was up to the Falklanders to 
determine their nationality. 

"What the Argentineans have been saying recently, I 
would argue, is actually far more like colonialism because 
these people want to remain British and the Argentineans want 
them to do something else." 

Argentina's interior minister, Florencio Randazzo, hit 
back, describing Mr. Cameron’s words as “totally offensive.” 
Foreign Minister Hector Timerman described Britain as "a 
synonym for colonialism." 

For the 3,000 Falklanders – who opinion polls suggest, 
have no strong feeling either way about their nationality – the 
squabbling has disrupted their lives, bringing higher food 
prices. The Islands’ economy, driven by raising sheep and 
fishing the in the rich waters of the area, generates about $170 
million a year. 

In December, the South American trading bloc Mercosur 
agreed, as an act of solidarity with Argentina, that vessels 
sailing under a Falklands Islands flag would be banned from 
docking at the ports of any of its members. The Argentinean 
government has also threatened to cut the weekly route 
between Port Stanley and Punta Arenas in Chile, which 
includes a period of time in Argentinean airspace and is the 
Islands' only air link with South America, as well as its main 
link to the outside world, the Guardian reports. 

Following sweeping cuts to Britain’s armed forces, some 
have suggested that Britain would be less able to defend the 
Falklands than it was in 1982. 

The presence of HMS Dauntless, a Type 45 destroyer, 
would make it hard for Argentina to try to attack the Falklands 
by air, because any war planes could be shot out of the sky by 
the ship’s powerful missile system. Dauntless, which can carry 
700 people in the event of a civilian evacuation, is armed with 
high-tech Sea Viper anti-air missiles and can carry 60 troops. 

“We will always be in a position to defend the Falkland 
Islands if necessary, not that we are aware of any military 
threat to the Falkland Islands at the moment,” said British 
Foreign Secretary William Hague Tuesday. “We will always 
reaffirm that capability and we will always make sure that it’s 
there.” 
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12. New U.K. Policy Focuses On Competition, Technology 
(DEFENSE NEWS 01 FEB 12) ... Andrew Chuter 

LONDON — Britain’s government finally took the 
wrappers off a new defense and security industrial policy Feb 
1, laying out how it hopes to use open competition, technology 
and exportability to provide Europe’s biggest military spender 
and its industry with a viable future. 

The timing of the white paper, which seeks to boost 
defense exports to help maintain industry competitiveness, 
was hardly auspicious, some might say cursed, coming just 24 
hours after Britain was on the losing end of a decision by the 
Indian government to buy the Dassault Rafale fighter rather 
than the four-nation Eurofighter Typhoon, in which the U.K. 
is a major partner. 

The document, formally known as the National Security 
Through Technology White Paper, provides key guidance on 

procurement and support policy as part of the Conservative-
led coalition government’s wider defense transformation 
efforts in the face of continuing budget austerity. 

It’s the first significant attempt to realign British defense 
industrial thinking since the then-Labour Procurement 
Minister Lord Drayson released a strategy document in 2005. 

Industry executives here said the new white paper faces 
the same challenge as Drayson’s much-commended effort—– 
implementation by middle management in the MoD. 

“Contrary to general opinion, the delay in the white 
paper’s release would appear to have been beneficial, resulting 
in deeper understanding of industry’s concerns within the 
government. The proof of the pudding is in the eating, and in 
the case of the white paper, this means its implementation,” 
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said Rees Ward, chief executive at ADS, the defense and 
aerospace lobby group. 

The white paper doesn’t stray far from the consultative 
document published by the government last year but does 
provide more detail on how the Ministry of Defence hopes to 
provide British forces with modern, affordable equipment 
while supporting domestic industry where appropriate. 

The highlights of the document include: 

 No further cut to the science and technology budget, 
maintaining it at least at the current level of 1.2 
percent of the MoD budget, spending more than 400 
million pounds ($629.9 million) a year. 

 Where possible, buy weapons and services in open 
competition, much of it off the shelf. 

 Have a get-out clause on open competition where 
Britain needs to maintain technology advantage. 

 Creation of a cross-department ministerial group led 
by Cabinet Office Minister Oliver Letwin to consider 
the wider industrial , technology and support 
implications of weapon procurement. 

 Increased government support for overseas sales, 
including appointment of a senior official in the MoD 
for export coordination with the department and new 
arrangements for training personnel from foreign 
customers. 

 A range of cultural and process changes to make it 
easier for small and medium-sized companies to do 
business with the MoD. 

 Support for industry on a sector-for-sector basis has 
largely been removed. Exceptions include nuclear, 
complex weapons, cyber and stealth. 

In an interview with Defense News on Feb. 1, Peter Luff 
defense equipment and technology minister, said that although 
research spending is a priority there is no prospect for now to 
raise budgets. 

“We understand the importance of technology; we have 
put a floor in the spend on science and technology and won’t 
go beyond that,” Luff said. “It was cut dramatically by the 
previous government; we will not let further cuts happen. At 
present, though, there is no prospect of an increase. 

“What I don’t know is what the level should be, but 
clearly we are not spending enough. It’s been reduced to the 
absolute minimum. I would like to see it rise but in the current 
economic circumstance and the challenges facing defense, I 
can’t make that promise. It is a high priority though,” he said. 

Luff said the MoD’s off-the-shelf procurement policy and 
open competition would likely be focused on mature 
technologies such as the C-17 and commodities rather than 
new technology. 

“Yes, our default position is to buy off the shelf and to 
use open competition where we can. That’s qualified by the 
principle of what we call ‘technological advantage’. Where we 
need to maintain freedom of action or operational advantage, 
then we will take action to sustain that,” he said. 

Derek Marshall, the policy director at ADS, said that in 
some respects not a lot had changed. 

“Britain has operated with an open competition policy 
since the 1980s so that’s not an issue. With terms like 
operational sovereignty still on the map, the reality is the MoD 

has the freedom of action to do whatever it wants. It can 
justify buying from the U.K. if it wants, equally it can justify 
purchasing from the U.S. or elsewhere when it suits,” he said. 

In effect, Luff acknowledged the ambiguity of the policy, 
saying, “Our default position is buy off the shelf and open 
competition, but we also understand what that means in 
practice for British industry. Look at the Sea Ceptor naval 
missile deal we announced with MBDA on [Jan. 30]. That’s a 
clear case of where we need to protect our operational 
advantage and freedom of operation. We do understand where 
we have to protect our advantage,” he said. 

“We are not softening on this. The MoD has an absolute 
responsibility to secure the nation from threat and that means 
we have to buy stuff that’s in our best interests of that purpose. 
If something is available now at a good price and meets the 
needs of the armed forces, we will buy it, we won’t spend 
money developing an expensive alternative just for the sake of 
some industrial policy,” said Luff. 

“On the other hand, in practice, what we mean is off the 
shelf and open competition is typically best for buying 
commodities and mature technology of which the C-17 is the 
best example of that. Things that can easily be bought off the 
shelf, no one has suggested we should put money into the 
U.K. aerospace sector to develop a C-17 rival, you wouldn’t 
do it. Commodities you obviously buy in the open market.” he 
said. 

ADS boss Ward said industry is comfortable with the 
government’s open-competition policy but that there are issues 
about how it will work. 

“The question is how it is implemented in practice. The 
need to develop capability in the U.K. remains, as the white 
paper recognizes in its section on technology. Industry 
believes that each procurement should be evaluated against 
criteria which ensure that our armed forces’ needs are met and 
the value-for-money test includes the benefits to the economy 
as a whole rather than any narrower measure,” said Ward. 

One of the big complaints by industry here has been the 
fact that if locally developed weapons are not acquired by the 
British armed forces, the export effort would be stalled as 
nobody else would buy them either. 

It’s a point, Luff conceded. 
“There is some truth in that. It is important and we’ll look 

at that very carefully when we make our decisions. 
Nevertheless, I would like to see industry take more risk than 
they have. Previously, they have been too reliant on being 
spoon-fed [by the MoD],” he said. 

Industrialist here say they are not adverse to private 
venture investment but it has to be based on clarity regarding 
the MoD’s likely equipment requirements over the next 
decade or so. 

A long-promised commitment by the government to 
publish a costed 10-year equipment plan has yet to be fulfilled 
by the MoD. 

Luff said the plan had been held up by the arrival of a 
new defense secretary last October and discussions over the 
2012 planning round. 

The white paper said only that the 10-year equipment plan 
would be published later this year. 

View White Paper (PDF) 
View MoD Release (HTM) 
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13. NATO’s ‘Smart Defense’: Short-Term Projects, Long-Term Vision 
(DEFENSE NEWS 01 FEB 12) ... Julian Hale 

BRUSSELS — NATO’s smart defense initiative boils 
down to a series of short-term pragmatic projects and a long-
term vision for building capabilities, explained a NATO 
official ahead of a meeting of alliance defense ministers Feb. 1 
and 2. 

The long-term approach, which will be at the heart of a 
declaration by NATO governments on smart defense at the 
Chicago summit in May, is about cooperation, prioritization 
(which capabilities) and specialization (who will do what). 

In addition, by the time of the summit, a NATO official 
said he expects about “20 to 30 projects on which groups of 
nations will have committed to go forward,” including a lead 
nation. These will cover acquisition projects, training, force 
protection, effective engagement, ISR and logistics 
cooperation on existing equipment. 

Last summer, NATO identified projects for remote-
controlled vehicles to open routes in environments where there 
are improvised explosive devices, for the pooling of maritime 
patrol aircraft and for logistics support of deployed 
helicopters. These are expected to generate “economies of 
scale,” the official said. 

Air-to-air refueling has emerged as a key priority. 
“It is important that the capability is delivered through 

NATO or the EU or a multinational project,” the official said. 
How it is delivered is “not that important as long as we have 
the capability. We’re in contact with the EU and will assess 
the best option,” he said. 

Asked what came under the ISR heading, the official said, 
“Libya had shown the importance of surveillance assets” and 
that potential work strands included “the development of 
advanced UAVs, satellite observation capabilities and 
battlefield surveillance.” 

It is still somewhat up in the air how NATO will work 
with the EU on the “who-does-what” question, as the EU is 
developing its own smart defense project, called pooling and 
sharing. Here, the official said, there was “an unprecedented 
degree of interaction” among NATO, the European Defence 
Agency and the EU Military Staff, and that there had been a 
shift in mentality from “deconfliction to achieving real 
synergies.” 

The official also cited air policing as a key area of smart 
defense, and said a regional approach could be developed 
using existing equipment or possibly buying new equipment. 
The Baltic states provide one example of such an experience, 
and the Benelux nations also are potential candidates where air 
policing could be shared among countries. 

Missile defense is also regularly cited by NATO as an 
example of smart defense. Here, another NATO official said 
200 million euros ($263 million) is still the estimated cost of 
the command-and-control software to expand the existing 
theater missile defense system to a system to protect 
populations. 

Discussion about NATO’s withdrawal from Afghanistan 
at the end of 2014 will also be a major topic during the 
defense ministers’ meeting. There will be talks about having a 
“sufficient and sustainable Afghan security force” from 2015 
onward, a senior NATO official said. The U.S. will spend 
$116 billion on Afghan Army and security forces in 2012, he 
said. 

As to the future, “who pays, how much and by when” [for 
the future Afghan Army and security force] are still to be 
discussed, he said. 
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14. First Mistral Helicopter Carrier To Be Assigned To Russian Navy In 36 Months - Navy Commander 
(INTERFAX (RUSSIA) 01 FEB 12) 

ST. PETERSBURG - "The first Mistral amphibious 
assault ship will be assigned to the Russian navy in 36 months' 
time," Russian Navy Commander Vladimir Vysotsky told 
journalists on Wednesday. 

Vysotsky did not disclose to which fleet the first Mistral 
will go, but said the first two Mistral warships to be assigned 
to the Russian Navy will bear the names Vladivostok and 
Sevastopol. 

"The warship's construction has been launched at Saint-
Nazaire, France, today, They call this "metal cutting." Exactly 
36 months after - we have no particular doubts about that, if 
nothing changes - we will get the first Mistral," Vysotsky said. 

"Concerning which fleet will get the first Mistral, he said, 
"all preliminary decisions have been made," but did not name 
the fleet. 

The next two Mistral warships will be built with the 
participation of Russian shipyards, he said. 

"The next two will be built definitely with our companies' 
participation. Such decisions have been signed," Vysotsky 
said. 

The Mistral multifunctional helicopter carrier has a 
standard displacement of 16,500 tonnes, a length of 199 
meters, a beam of 32 meters and a draft of 6.2 meters. The 
maximum speed is 18.8 knots, and the range is 19,800 miles. 

The ship carries 16 helicopters (including eight landing 
helicopters and eight assault helicopters). Six helicopters can 
be placed on the ship's deck simultaneously. Also the ship 
carries four light landing cutters or two hydrofoil landing 
cutters. 

The cargo deck with the length of 122 meters and the 
width of 13.5 meters can carry up to 1,100 tonnes of cargo, up 
to 470 marines (900 on short distances), 40 tanks or 70 
vehicles. The ship is armed with two Simbad air defense 
launchers, two 30-millimeter Breda-Mauser artillery systems 
and four 2.7-millimeter machine guns. 

The ship has a hospital with 69 beds and carries up to 150 
staff officers. The crew size is 160, including 20 officers. 

Return to Index 
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PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
15. Transition Benefits: NAS Kingsville Sailors Take Advantage Of Available Help 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 01 FEB 12) ... Fifi Kieschnick, Naval Air Station Kingsville Public Affairs 

NAVAL AIR STATION KINGSVILLE, Texas -- Four 
Naval Air Station (NAS) Kingsville Sailors not selected for 
retention by the Enlisted Retention Board (ERB) are now 
looking at their options, and what the Navy is doing to help 
with that process. 

"The ERB looked at 31 ratings and Sailors in those 
ratings that had more than seven years service, but less than 
15, as of Oct. 1, 2011," said Chief Navy Counselor (AW/SW) 
Minerva Verley, NAS Kingsville's career counselor. 

The first step for separating Sailors is to obtain a DD 
Form 2648, Preseparation Counseling Checklist for Active 
Component Service Members from their command career 
counselor. The counselor goes over the form with the Sailors 
to ensure they are aware of the assistance and benefits 
available to them. 

The checklist covers employment assistance, relocation 
assistance, education, training, health and life insurance, 
finances, and veterans benefits among other items. 

The next stop is the Fleet and Family Support Center 
(FFSC). 

The FFSC offers transition assistance classes, among 
other services for departing service members. Transition 
assistance is one of Ramon Panganiban's chief responsibilities, 
at the NAS Kingsville FFSC. 

"Many of the Sailors I see are really stressed out, 
especially the ERB Sailors," Panganiban said. "Many of them 
came into the Navy straight from high school and have spent 
the past 12 to 14 years in their current career field. This, the 
Navy, is all they know. I prepare them to become a civilian." 

Fire Controlman 2nd Class (SW) Natascha Josey entered 
the Navy out of high school and was not selected for retention. 

"I don't take it personally," Josey said. "But it's hard to 
absorb. It feels like I'm standing on rocky ground and that 
everything I have been working for has been taken away from 
me." 

Josey said she is not sure what she wants to do or where 
she wants to go when her enlistment ends in September. 

Helping to reduce that uncertainty is what Panganiban 
says is one of the objectives of the FFSC. 

"We ensure they know what resources are available to 
them and that they go to TAP class," Panganiban said. "I 
continue to touch base with them, too, sending them vacancy 

announcements, as I see them, and referring them to job fairs 
and counseling, if needed." 

The FFSC offers transitional assistance that includes 
resume writing, financial counseling and relocation 
counseling. They also answer questions about veterans' and 
educational benefits. 

Panganiban says everyone's circumstances are different; 
from their rating, to marital status or education, to whether 
they rent or own a home. He says its his job to guide them to 
varying resources based on their circumstances. 

For example, Aviation Boatswain's Mate (Fuel) 1st Class 
Nathan Jones, would like to move to Georgia where he owns a 
home. He'd like to work for the military there in his chosen 
career field. However, he may have to consider other options. 

"Because of the economy, Sailors may have to relocate to 
find jobs," Panganiban added, "and not necessarily where they 
were looking to move to. 

"My heart goes out to these Sailors who are getting 
caught in this (ERB)," Panganiban said. "But, we're here for 
them, the FFSC. We not only offer transition assistance, but 
have two counselors on staff available to talk to. We'll send 
them information about job fairs and job opportunities, but the 
rest they have to do on their own." 

Both Panganiban and Verley believe the Navy and the 
command are doing everything possible to support ERB-
affected Sailors. That includes offering opportunities to 
receive one-on-one counseling, as little or as much as they 
need, so they are as prepared as possible to depart the military 
and enter the civilian workforce. 

"After I give them pre-separation counseling," Verley 
said. "They can come back anytime as questions come up." 

"I have the resources I need (because of command 
support), I just need to decide what I want to do and put it in 
resume format," Josey said. 

"I'm trying to look at it like this could open the door for 
better opportunities," Jones said. "Things happen for a reason. 
I may not like how it happens, but when one door closes, 
another opens." 

For more information about ERB and other transition 
benefits, visit the NPC ERB Web Page at 
www.npc.navy.mil/boards/ERB/, contact the NPC customer 
service center at 1-866-U-ASK-NPC (1-866-827-5672) or 
email cscmailbox@navy.mil. 
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16. Vaccine Cuts Viral Infections For Great Lakes Navy Recruits 
2 pills cost $111, but that's worth it to keep basic training on course, officials say 
(CHICAGO TRIBUNE 01 FEB 12) ... John Keilman 

After a hiatus lasting more than a decade, Naval Station 
Great Lakes is once again vaccinating its recruits against a 
virus that causes upper respiratory infections. 

The vaccine guards against adenoviruses, which cause 
coldlike symptoms such as sore throat, cough, red eyes and 
swollen lymph nodes. At its worst, the illness can cause high 
fever and pneumonia and even lead to death. 

Military recruits and trainees received the vaccine for 25 
years until its manufacturer stopped making it in the late 
1990s, citing a low economic return. But officials say the high 
cost of nursing sick recruits convinced the Pentagon to spend 
$100 million to bring it back for boot camps across the 
services. 
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"The recruits live and train in very close quarters, from 
the bunks they sleep in to the marching they do every day," 
said Lt. Cmdr. Carolyn Winningham, preventive medicine 
officer for the Lovell Federal Health Care Center. "They're in 
contact with each other all the time, so it's a really good 
environment for respiratory viruses to be transmitted." 

Great Lakes recruits sleep in cavernous rooms that house 
88 bunks, she said, and while they take measures to prevent 
infections from spreading — sleeping head to toe, washing 
hands frequently, wearing surgical masks when sick — that 
hasn't been enough to stomp out the viruses. In 2000, after the 
military dropped the vaccination program, two recruits died 
from adenovirus infections. 

Lovell officials say the reintroduction of the vaccine has 
made a dramatic difference. In 2010, the number of fever-
related upper respiratory infections among recruits averaged 
93 per week. Since the vaccinations began in October, the 
cases have dropped to 23 per week. 

The two-pill vaccination costs $111 per dose, but Lovell 
officials say it's more cost-effective to pay that bill than to 

have recruits miss time in a basic training session that lasts 
only eight weeks. A recruit with a fever must stay out of 
action for at least 24 hours, Winningham said. 

A vaccine that wards off coughs and fevers might sound 
like a boon to everyone, but experts say the immunization 
probably wouldn't be that helpful outside the barracks, and the 
U.S. Food and Drug Administration has approved it only for 
military use. 

Dr. Kenneth Alexander, a pediatric infectious disease 
specialist at the University of Chicago, said he knew of no 
country that uses it for the general population. 

He said that the immunization makes a lot of sense for 
people in tight living quarters but that it's less logical for those 
with more breathing space. Adenoviruses cause miserable 
symptoms, but other viruses unaffected by the vaccine do the 
same thing, he said. 

"You can see how a respiratory infection can derail the 
whole boot camp process," he said. "(But) for the average 
parent, a kid missing day care for a couple of days isn't the end 
of the world." 
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17. NAVFAC Engineering Service Center Announces 2012 Engineers Of The Year 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 01 FEB 12) ... Darrell E. Waller, NAVFAC ESC Public Affairs 

PORT HUENEME, Calif. -- The Naval Facilities 
Engineering Service Center (NAVFAC ESC) announced the 
2012 Military and Civilian Engineers of the Year, Feb. 1. 

The command selected Lt. Cmdr. William Windus and 
Joshua Henson. 

"The awards are recognition of the military and civilian 
engineers who have done an exceptional job in their field and 
in support of NAVFAC and the fleet," said NAVFAC ESC 
Commanding Officer, Capt. Brant D. Pickrell. "LCDR 
Windus and Joshua Henson have distinguished themselves by 
their hard work and dedication over the last year. Their special 
talents and skills have raised the bar for their colleagues and 
co-workers." 

In his role as the ESC's operations officer, Windus is in 
charge of coordinating more than $400 million of construction 
operations worldwide. He deftly incorporated safety, project 
efficiencies, and leadership into everyday construction 
operations. 

Windus also expeditiously resolved numerous high-
profile project execution issues, including emergency repairs 
to Norfolk Degaussing Range and the Mayport Magnetic 
Silencing Facilities. He led a NAVFAC, Defense Logistics 
Agency (DLA), and U.S. Naval Supply Systems Command 
(NAVSUP) energy team in the execution of $180 million in 
Petroleum, Oil and Lubrication (POL) funds, reinvigorating 
the program by assisting stakeholders in the development of 
vital project requirements. 

"Lt. Cmdr. Windus developed innovative ways to 
improve our products and services," said Pickrell, "including 
the use of enterprise software systems that provided real time 

project information and helped eliminate unnecessary data 
calls." 

Joshua Henson, an ocean engineer for NAVFAC ESC's 
Ocean Facilities Department, led a government and industry 
team that developed, built, installed and demonstrated an 
innovative underwater distributed network (UDN). Henson 
directed the team through all phases of the project including 
concept genesis, requirements development, engineering, 
development and testing of the network nodes, test results 
evaluation, prototype production, and system installation at the 
Navy owned South Florida Ocean Measurement Facility. 

This effort was the culmination of a four-year, $8 million 
research and development project to develop a standardized 
network approach for undersea cable systems. As a direct 
result of Henson's superb engineering knowledge, judgment, 
communication skills and contingency planning, the project 
was completed on schedule and within budget. 

"UDN's have the potential to save the Navy millions of 
dollars by modularizing undersea cable systems and easily 
allowing only portions of a cable system to be removed and 
replaced for maintenance or repair" said Pickrell. "It also 
allows for additional cable systems to be added to existing 
undersea cables by simply plugging into the network." 

Henson's work eliminated the need to install entirely new 
underwater cable systems, potentially saving millions of 
taxpayer dollars and improving fleet reliability for these vital 
cable systems, some of which are critical to national security. 

In addition, Henson also designed and analyzed a seafloor 
anchor system for a critical fuel pipeline in Oman and was 
instrumental in the development of a towed underwater cable 
tracker. 
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18. SUBGRU 2 Sailor Reflects On Black History Month And His Successes In The Military 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 01 FEB 12) ... Lt. Cmdr. Jennifer Cragg, Commander, Submarine Group 2 Public Affairs 

GROTON, Conn. -- A Commander, Submarine Group 
(SUBGRU) 2 Senior Chief reflected on Black History Month, 

which began Feb. 1, the unique skill set he provides to the 
submarine force, and the leaders who made it possible. 
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"The reason we have these opportunities is because of all 
of those who paved the way before us and the courage 
displayed by Adm. Elmo Zumwalt and Adm. James Holloway 
for example," said Senior Chief Sonar Technician Submarines 
(SS) Xavier Harris, of Corsicana, Texas. 

Harris added that Adm. Zumwalt and Adm. Holloway 
serve as his mentors because of the vision they had for the 
U.S. Navy to allow everyone to serve equally. 

"Adm. Zumwalt wanted everyone to have the right to 
choose their own rating, and Adm. Holloway believed that the 
best way to motivate Sailors was to provide them 
advancement opportunities," said Harris. 

Harris reported to SUBGRU 2 in April 2010 and reflected 
on his decision earlier in his career to qualify in the Acoustics 
Intelligence (ACINT) Specialist program, which started in 
1962. Since its creation five decades ago only 231 Sailors 
have qualified in this specialty. 

"During your time as a crew member in a sonar division, 
you are evaluated as a potential candidate for the specialty," 
said Harris. 

Harris added that there are currently 43 qualified ACINT 
specialists serving on both submarines and surface ships. 

Harris spent two years in training to become an ACINT 
Specialist. "When you look at the number of qualified ACINT 

specialists on active duty, the number of African Americans 
working in this specialty is extremely rare," said Harris. 

Harris added that currently he is one of two African 
American ACINT specialists serving in the U.S. Navy and 
reflects on a previous deployment when they served together. 

"At the time we were serving aboard the Los Angeles-
class submarine USS Bremerton (SSN 698). The commanding 
officer wasn't aware we were the only two serving African 
Amercians in the ACINT program and was honored to have 
served with us," said Harris. 

Harris added that they all realized, when serving together, 
that this was a minor detail because at the end of the day 
what's important is their performance as ACINT Specialists 
and successful completion of the mission. 

"In my 16 years of service in the U.S. Navy, it has 
provided me ample opportunities to advance, and I have 
enjoyed every minute of it," said Harris. 

Each year, the Navy joins the nation in the observance of 
African American/Black History Month. Established as Negro 
History Week in 1926 by Dr. Carter G. Woodson, it was later 
expanded by President Gerald R. Ford in 1976, when he 
proclaimed February as Black History Month. 
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19. Teachers Fondly Remember Young Sailor 
Gallant was bright student with goals set on a career in the Navy, educators say 
(WINCHESTER (KY) SUN 31 JAN 12) ... Katie Perkowski 

Taylor Gallant was known by his teachers as a highly 
intelligent, driven student who knew exactly what he wanted 
to do with his life a lot earlier than many of his peers — serve 
in the Navy. 

Petty Officer Second Class Gallant, 22, a 2008 George 
Rogers Clark High School graduate, died Jan. 26 during a 
training exercise with the Navy off the coast of North 
Carolina. His death is under investigation. 

He was assigned to the Explosive Ordnance Disposal 
Mobile Unit 12, a force with the only capability of its kind 
within the Department of Defense, according to the Navy. 

John Gay, public affairs officer for the Navy 
Expeditionary Combat Command, said Gallant “was among 
an elite group of men and women.” 

While a student at GRC, Gallant was a member of the 
marching band’s drum line. While he was a talented musician, 
it was Gallant’s intellect many of his teachers remember. 

Math teacher Steven Parks taught Gallant’s advanced 
placement calculus class his senior year. He said Gallant could 
learn in five minutes what it took other people an entire class 
period to figure out. 

Because he already knew he was going into the Navy 
after graduating high school, “AP calculus was not something 
he needed,” Parks said, and he recalled Gallant paying 
attention for five minutes and then sleeping the rest of class. 

"But at the end of the year, there's a national AP exam,” 
Parks said. “It’s super difficult, and very few kids pass it. He 
passed the national exam that year, and he was awake for 
maybe 10 percent of the entire year. My God, was he bright." 

About a year after graduating from GRC, Gallant went 
back and visited Parks in his classroom. Parks said it was 

obvious to him how proud Gallant was to be serving in the 
Navy, and “you could tell he really took pride in being a part 
of the military and looked forward to that as a career.” 

"And it was comforting to me to see someone so 
intelligent who had found what they wanted to do in life and 
were succeeding and doing so well and enjoying it,” Parks 
said. "My guess would be that he died doing something that he 
really loved." 

Debbie Sharp, a math teacher at GRC whose son was in 
the band with Gallant, taught him as a freshman. She said he 
was "highly intelligent" and motivated, with strong character. 

Sharp remembered playing him in Rook tournaments at 
school. 

"He would come down and play during lunch. He was 
very competitive and he would always try to beat me all the 
time," she said, laughing. 

Patricia Fraley, a GRC math teacher who taught Gallant 
pre-calculus, described him as witty and a strong student. 

"He could think outside of the box really well. He wasn't 
one that liked to just sit and do problems. He wanted to do 
problems that were thought-provoking types of problems," 
Fraley said. "He was a deep thinker. He was a good student. 
He was very enjoyable to have in class. The kids liked him. 
He had a good personality." 

Fraley said she was not surprised that he went into the 
Navy. 

"That's what he always wanted to do. That was his 
dream," Fraley said. 

"It was really neat because it's rare that you meet a senior 
in high school who's that certain of what he or she wants to 
become," Parks said. 
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20. Wife Details Stabbing of Navy Husband 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 01 FEB 12) ... Dana Littlefield 

SAN DIEGO — Anxious and angry. 
That’s how Jennifer Trayers described how she felt in the 

moments before she stabbed her Navy doctor husband in the 
bedroom of their North Park condominium in December 2010. 

Trayers, 43, testified Tuesday that she knew her husband, 
Lt. Cmdr. Frederick Trayers, was having an affair because she 
had been checking his email for months. Still, she said on the 
second day of her testimony, she never planned to kill him. 

If convicted of first-degree murder and a knife-use 
allegation, Jennifer Trayers could be sentenced to 26 years to 
life in prison. But her defense attorney has said the evidence 
would show that the killing was not premeditated and that she 
acted out of a “sudden rage.” 

At the end of the trial, a San Diego Superior Court jury 
will be asked to determine whether Trayers is guilty of murder 
or manslaughter. 

On the morning of Dec. 4, 2010, her husband returned 
home after working a night shift. She confronted him about 
having removed photos of the two of them from his Facebook 
page. Then, when he was in the bathroom, she sent photos of 
her husband to the mistress and a long letter with the greeting: 
“Dear Ms Grass is Not Greener on My Side.” 

“My husband is NOT going to be yours,” Trayers wrote 
in the letter, part of a journal she had been keeping but did not 
originally intend to share. 

Shortly after that, her husband’s cellphone rang but he 
refused to answer the call. Growing more anxious and angry, 
Trayers said, she kept asking her husband to discuss a 
comment he had made the night before about wanting to be 
more honest. 

He said he wanted to sleep and took a sleeping 
medication, telling her they could talk after lunch, Trayers 
said. 

She testified she grabbed a butcher knife from the kitchen 
and asked her husband how to use it to slit her wrists. When 
he told her he had something “better” and opened a drawer 
containing a military-type knife, she grabbed it and began 
poking it into her chest. 

“Let me help you,” he said, and grabbed her wrist, 
Trayers testified. 

They struggled over the knife in her hand, Trayers said, 
and she saw her husband reach for the butcher knife, which 
was now on a nightstand. He touched it and it fell to the floor. 
That’s when she stabbed him in the back of the neck. 

“I didn’t know what was going on, why he was acting that 
way he was acting,” Trayers testified. “I didn’t know what to 
do next.” 

Trayers said she blacked out and does not remember 
stabbing her husband twice in the chest and eight times in the 
back. She said she woke up once and found herself still on the 
bed, then again later on the bathroom floor after taking more 
sleeping pills. 

She said she awoke a third time when a man, who she 
later learned was a police officer, shined a light in her face. 
She remembered hearing his voice. 

That was Dec. 6, 2010, according to previous testimony. 
On cross-examination, Trayers admitted that she could 

have stopped or left the apartment before the confrontation 
became violent. She said he had been a patient and kind man 
who never threatened her or raised his voice to her in anger. 

She said in court that she felt remorse for what she had 
done. 

“He didn’t deserve to die,” she said. 
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FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
21. Central Coast Biofuel Plant Fuels U.S. Interest 
(GOSFORD EXPRESS ADVOCATE (AUSTRALIA) 02 FEB 12) ... Terry Collins 

A small company in Somersby could be a supplier of 
biofuel to U.S. Navy one day. 

Deputy Assistant Secretary of the Navy for Energy 
Thomas Hicks was one of a small group of American bigwigs 
to pay a visit to the Licella plant on Monday. 

In town for an international conference on sustainable 
maritime fuels, the American contingent was on the lookout 
for Australian fuel suppliers as President Barack Obama 
pursues his dream of the Great Green Fleet. 

“The president wants to have an entire fleet of warships 
running on biofuels by 2016,” Licella business development 
manager Stuart Rayner said. 

“The visitors went to the Somersby plant to get an 
understanding of our technology and timeframes for 
production - they were very interested to see our operations. 

“There are no agreements in place but the Americans are 
looking at standout biofuels in Australia, which could provide 
renewable fuels in future for the Green Fleet program.” 

Licella and its parent company Ignite Energy have already 
entered into agreements with joint venture partners 
TRUenergy and Norske Skog and a memorandum of 
understanding with Virgin Australia. 

Mr. Hicks was accompanied by Special Assistant from 
the Office of the Secretary of the Navy Kate Brandt, Director 
for Operational Energy Navy Energy Office Chris Tindal, and 
Navy Energy Co-ordination Office director James Goudreau. 
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22. Railgun Tech Takes A Step Towards Warship Reality 
(MSNBC 01 FEB 12) ... John Roach 

A war-ready electromagnetic railgun took a step closer to 
reality this week when the U.S. Navy awarded a defense 
contractor $10 million to develop a piece of the power system 
needed to hurl projectiles at speeds up to 5,000 miles per hour. 

The contract is the latest indication that the military is 
serious about developing the futuristic technology that would, 
for example, allow warships to hit targets up to 220 miles 
away in less than six minutes. 

"The new system will dramatically change how our Navy 
defends itself and engages enemies while at sea," Joe Bondi, 
vice president of advanced technology for Raytheon's 
Integrated Defense Systems, said in a news release. 

The Naval Sea Systems Command awarded Raytheon the 
contract on Monday. 

Unlike traditional guns that use explosives to fire a shot, 
railguns employ an electromagnetic current to accelerate a 
projectile between a pair of electrically charged rails and out 
of a barrel, the Office of Naval Research explains. 

Thus in addition to being able to reach targets from far 
out at sea, use of railguns would reduce the amount of 
explosives needed aboard ships. 

A Navy prototype made headlines in December 2010 
when it fired a projectile packing 33 megajoules of energy — 

the same kinetic force a 33-ton semi has while traveling at 100 
miles per hour. 

According to the Office of Naval Research, this is about 
half the energy envisioned for deployment at sea to reach 
distant targets. 

In other words, the Navy needs to be able to generate a 
ton of energy and store it in confined space for railgun 
technology to work as envisioned. 

Raytheon is working on a piece of this puzzle, a so-called 
pulse forming network, that allows electricity generated by the 
ship to be stored over several seconds and then sent it to the 
railgun to generate electromagnetic force. 

Other hurdles include development of a gun that can 
withstand the considerable wear and tear of repeated use as 
well as the securing the funding required for further 
development. 

If these hurdles are cleared, the Office of Naval Research 
notes, the railgun will be a "true warfighter game changer." 

"Wide area coverage, exceptionally quick response and 
very deep magazines will extend the reach and lethality of 
ships armed with this technology." 

To learn more about how railguns work, check out this 
explainer on How Stuff Works. 

View Clip (RT: 0:51) 
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23. Northrop Grumman Wins Bid For Navy's Tactical Afloat Network 
(DEFENSE DAILY 02 FEB 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

Northrop Grumman has won the competition for the 
Navy's next generation ship-based tactical network over rival 
Lockheed Martin and will deliver the initial systems to the 
fleet. 

The Pentagon said late yesterday afternoon that Northrop 
Grumman had won the $36.6-million contract modification for 
the Consolidated Afloat Networks and Enterprise Services 
(CANES) program, which is designed to eliminate multiple 
legacy information technology systems and integrate their 
functions into a common platform. If all options under the 
contract are exercised, the total value could reach nearly $638 
million. 

The Navy expects CANES to provide an adaptable 
information system to rapidly meet warfighter requirements. 
Its open architecture (OA) design is meant to allow for easier 
upgrades while lowering total ownership costs, and to quickly 
counter emerging cyber or security threats. 

The contract calls for Northrop Grumman to provide 
systems to Navy ships in during the 2012 and 2013 fiscal 
years on a limited production basis. The first installation of 
CANES is planned for an Arleigh Burke-class (DDG 51) 
destroyer later this year. 

During the limited production phase, the Navy plans to 
hold a second competition for the full production run for the 
rest of the fleet based on the design that won yesterday. 
Holding another competition is more easily enabled by the 
government's control of the data rights. 

The Navy's Space and Warfare Systems Command 
(SPAWAR), which is the contracting authority, expects to 
release a request for proposals (RFP) in the third quarter of 
2013. Re-competing the program is also seen as a way to 
promote innovation and curtail costs, a notion of particular 
importance at a time of reduced defense spending. 

CANES is a cornerstone of the Navy's push to move 
toward more OA systems, and will effectively merge five 
stand-alone legacy networks for command, control, 
computers, and intelligence (C4I) systems into a common 
shipboard computing environment. 

The program is designed to strengthen network 
infrastructure, improve security, and reduce hardware space. It 
will also decrease the manpower burden by reducing 
operations and sustainment workloads through the use of 
common equipment, training and logistics. 

The Navy awarded dueling development contracts to 
Lockheed Martin and Northrop Grumman in March 2010. For 
that phase, the two companies beat out entries from Boeing 
and BAE Systems. Lockheed Martin and Northrop Grumman 
cleared Critical Design Reviews (CDR) in July in the most 
recent competition. 

The firms said in November their CANES versions had 
completed system integration testing and were ready to go into 
production (Defense Daily, Nov. 21, 2011). SPAWAR had to 
rework the programmatic schedule last year because of 
congressional budget squabbling that led to continuing 
spending resolutions. (Defense Daily, June 29, 2011). 
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24. Boeing-Textron Team Seeks V-22 Sales Abroad As U.S. Readies Cuts 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 02 FEB 12) ... Tony Capaccio 

Textron Inc. and Boeing Co. are seeking buyers overseas 
for their V-22 Osprey as the Pentagon is moving to cut 24 of 
the aircraft from its new five-year plan, according to two U.S. 
officials. 

The Defense Department intends to buy 98 of the aircraft 
in its plan for 2013 to 2017 instead of 122, saving $1.75 
billion, according to the officials, who spoke on condition of 
anonymity because the decision hasn’t been announced. 

The V-22, built jointly by Boeing and Textron’s Bell 
Helicopter unit, is a fixed-wing plane with rotors that tilt so it 
can take off and land like a helicopter. The reduction would 
have a “much bigger impact” on Textron than the larger 
Boeing, the second-biggest defense contractor, according to 
Robert Stallard, a defense analyst for RBC Capital Markets. 

Plans to order six fewer aircraft in 2013 may reduce 
Bell’s revenue by $170 million in 2015, Stallard, who is based 
in New York, said in a note to clients yesterday. 

Even before release of the Pentagon’s budget proposal, 
scheduled for Feb. 13, the V-22’s makers have been exploring 
foreign sales in anticipation of declining U.S. purchases. The 
Osprey hasn’t yet been sold outside the U.S. 

“My expectation is the U.S. government will be lower in 
2015 and on, and that’s why we are out working foreign 
military sales opportunities” and “other applications of the 
product,” Scott Donnelly, chairman and chief executive officer 
of Providence, Rhode Island-based Textron, said during a 
conference call with analysts Jan. 25. 

Potential Customers 
Donnelly said “we had an enthusiastic reception by a 

number of potential” customers at the air show in Dubai in 
November. 

Representatives of Bell Helicopter and Boeing have had 
discussions with “multiple countries concerning potential V-
22 sales,” Bell spokesman Gregory Hubbard said in an e-mail 
yesterday. “Potential sales will complement our domestic 
program nicely and take full advantages of our manufacturing 
capability.” 

Analysts such as Richard Aboulafia, an aviation analyst 
who covers the companies, said they were skeptical of the 
prospects for major foreign sales. 

“They’ve pushed exports for years now, with no results,” 
Aboulafia of the Teal Group Corp. in Fairfax, Virginia, said in 
an e-mail. “There are some militaries that could use them, but 
they’re too expensive to sell in significant numbers.” 

The planned Pentagon reduction will be reflected in a 
final, multiyear contract that’s under negotiation between the 
Navy and the companies, according to one of the officials 
informed of the plans. 

Boeing, based in Chicago, and Bell are in the last year of 
a four-year, $10.9 billion contract for 174 aircraft. The team 
submitted a proposal in August for all 122 aircraft that were 
previously planned. 

The Pentagon’s decision to curtail V-22 purchases is part 
of an effort to find $259 billion in planned savings through 
2017. 

The cumulative effect in fiscal 2013 of program 
terminations and cutbacks will result in a procurement request 
of $98.8 billion and $69.4 billion for research and 
development, according to an official familiar with the 

Pentagon’s spending plans who spoke on condition of 
anonymity before President Barack Obama sends the budget 
to Congress. 

That’s $18.8 billion less than announced in February 2012 
for procurement in fiscal 2013 and $6.3 billion less for 
research, according to Pentagon budget data. 

The Pentagon now intends to buy 21 V-22 aircraft in each 
of the next two budget years, down from 27 planned 
previously for fiscal 2013 and 26 for fiscal 2014. 

The military would buy 19 aircraft a year in 2015 and 
2016 instead of the planned 23 each year, and 18 in 2017. No 
number had been set previously for that year. 

The reduced aircraft include seven of the Air Force’s CV-
22 models for special operations forces. 

The Navy and contractors for the next round of V-22s 
must develop reliable data allowing the service to certify to 
Pentagon officials that buying them in a five-year block can 
save at least 10 percent over annual batch purchases. The 
certification is due to Congress on March 1, and the Navy 
plans to sign the contract later this year, Navy spokeswoman 
Stephanie Vendrasco said in an e-mail. 

“We cannot speculate or comment on V-22 quantities in 
the budget for 2013 until it is released,” she said. 

Bell-Boeing spokesman Andrew Lee didn’t respond to an 
inquiry about whether the companies have been informed of 
the reduction. 

“Bell-Boeing is pleased that the Department of Defense 
has made a second V-22 multiyear contract a priority, and our 
team is actively engaged in support of the Navy’s evaluation 
of our proposal,” Lee said in an e-mail. “The Bell-Boeing V-
22 program is presently on time and under budget in 
successfully executing its first multiyear procurement 
contract.” 

The V-22 is being manufactured by Bell Helicopter in 
Fort Worth with final assembly in Amarillo, Texas. Boeing 
Helicopter in Philadelphia, a unit of Chicago-based Boeing, 
assembles the fuselage. 

The engines are produced in Indianapolis by Allison 
Engine Company, a unit of London-based Rolls-Royce 
Holdings Plc. 

V-22 deliveries contributed to an increase in Bell’s 
fourth-quarter revenue of $35 million and profit of $29 million 
over the year-ago quarter, according to a Jan. 25 statement by 
Textron. 

Company Optimism 
Donnelly said on the conference call that day that V-22 

profit margins “have been good” and the company was 
optimistic the next multiyear contract would be signed this 
year. 

Congress approved spending $35 billion on the $53.2 
billion V-22 program through December 2010. 

The program was approved for full production in 
September 2005 after four years of additional development to 
overcome deficiencies in its design, safety and reliability that 
were uncovered after two crashes in 2000 killed 23 Marines. 

The Osprey has been deployed in Iraq and Afghanistan. 
One plane ferried Osama bin Laden’s body to the U.S. Navy 
aircraft carrier USS Carl Vinson after he was killed in a U.S. 
raid May 2 in Pakistan. 
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The aircraft’s performance “has laid to rest all doubts” 
about its combat effectiveness, the House Appropriations 
Committee said in a June 13 report. 

New aircraft software evaluated in tests from August 
through early November “performed largely as expected,” the 
Pentagon’s test office found. The improvement gives Osprey 
pilots greater capability to track, monitor and communicate 
from their cockpit with U.S. ground forces and to avoid bad 
weather. 

Even with improved performance, the efforts to sell the 
V-22 internationally remains a “long shot,” Heidi Wood, a 

defense analyst for Morgan Stanley in New York, said in an e-
mail. 

The list of potential clients isn’t long and the Osprey is 
“expensive to buy and operate,” she said. “But if management 
can succeed in winnowing down cost -- similar to what was 
done with the C-17 -- they can certainly improve their odds.” 

Boeing successfully won international sales of the C-17 
transport plane when the Air Force ended its purchases after 
buying 223, Wood said. 
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BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
25. Blue Angels Air Show Among Top 20 Events 
(PENSACOLA NEWS JOURNAL 01 FEB 12) 

The Pensacola Beach Blue Angels Air Show has been 
named one of the Top 20 Events in the Southeast for July by 
the Southeast Tourism Society. 

The annual show, which draws tens of thousands of 
spectators to Pensacola Beach to enjoy the Navy's flight 
demonstration team, is scheduled for July 14 this year. 

As a Top 20 designee, the Pensacola Beach Air Show will 
receive extensive exposure in print and electronic media in 

both the U.S. and Canada, according to William Hardman, 
president and CEO of the society. 

"It's no surprise we've gotten the attention of the 
Southeast Tourism Society," said W.A. "Buck Lee," executive 
director of the Santa Rosa Island Authority. "But we like that 
they are spreading the good news." 

Return to Index 
 

26. GOP Lawmaker On Potential BRAC Request: ‘Kill It’ 
(DEFENSE NEWS 01 FEB 12) ... Kate Brannen 

Rep. Buck McKeon, Republican chair of the House 
Armed Services Committee, did not mince words when asked 
what he would do to a Pentagon request for domestic base 
closures. 

“Kill it,” he told an audience at a Feb. 1 conference of the 
Reserve Officers Association. “That’s going to be our 
approach.” 

Speaking before McKeon took the stage, Gen. Martin 
Dempsey, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, said if 
Congress will not allow reductions in DoD infrastructure, 
lawmakers would have to identify other areas in the defense 
budget that can be cut. 

Defense Secretary Leon Panetta has said that as part of 
the 2013 budget, the Pentagon will ask Congress for 
legislation that would establish a new Defense Base Closure 
and Realignment (BRAC) Commission, last formed in 2005. 

“If we’re adjusting the size of the force, we think we 
should ask Congress for a BRAC,” Dempsey said. 

Less than an hour later, McKeon said such a request 
would be dead on arrival, at least in the House. 

“I am not going to put it in our bill,” he said in reference 
to the annual defense authorization bill, the major defense 
policy legislation. 

He urged people in the audience to get in touch with any 
Senator friends they may have to convince the Senate Armed 
Services Committee not to include such a provision in its 
version of the bill. 

If the Senate passes a bill that includes it, “we’ll fight it 
out in conference,” he said. After the House and Senate pass 
versions of the defense policy bill, members from each 
chamber reconcile disagreements in conference before sending 
the bill to the president to sign into law. 

McKeon also said he would like to hold hearings this 
spring on how much money has been saved through the last 
round of BRAC. 

The top Democrat on the House Armed Services 
Committee, Rep. Adam Smith has said he’s supportive of base 
closures. 

“I think without question we’re going to have to do base 
realignment,” he said in an interview last week. “I don’t see 
how any person looking at the strategy and looking at the 
changes coming down could conclude otherwise.” 

The most likely scenario, according to history, is 
Congress will ask for reports on the effectiveness of BRAC in 
its 2013 policy bill and then wait until 2014 to include 
language that would authorize a new BRAC, David Berteau, a 
defense analyst at the Center for Strategic and International 
Studies, said. 

“The track record says that you’ve got to request it, 
knowing you might not get it this year,” said Berteau. Berteau 
served as a senior BRAC official during the 1990s base 
closures. 

That President Obama is making a BRAC request during 
an election year shows just how serious the administration is 
about getting it done, Berteau said. 

For the military, reductions in infrastructure are part of an 
overall approach to creating a “balanced force;” cuts need to 
be distributed across manpower, training, equipment and 
infrastructure, Dempsey said. 

If Congress tells DoD it can’t touch its stateside facilities 
and installations, the question becomes, “OK, where do you 
want me to tinker?” Dempsey said. 

Whether it’s military pay, retirement benefits, end 
strength or BRAC, if Congress limits cuts in one area, it will 
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need to identify new areas for savings otherwise the defense 
budget won’t meet the requirements of the Budget Control 
Act, Dempsey said. 

“I didn’t pass the Budget Control Act,” he said. “I didn’t 
ask for this cut.” 

McKeon did vote for the Budget Control Act, which 
raised America’s borrowing limit on condition that $2.1 
trillion be cut from the nation’s debt. The first half of that 
comes from spending caps imposed on discretionary spending 
over the next decade, including $487 billion from Pentagon’s 
projected spending over the 10-year period. 

If Congress fails to raise the remaining $1.2 trillion, 
automatic spending cuts start in January 2013, through a 

process called sequestration. For DoD, this includes an 
additional $500 billion cut over 10 years. 

Explaining his vote in August, McKeon said, “We didn’t 
get to read the bill. It was already a fait accompli.” 

While he promised to fight BRAC, McKeon made no 
guarantees on rolling back the $487 billion. 

“I can’t promise you that these cuts will be undone,” he 
said. “That law’s been written.” 

McKeon does plan to push back on sequestration and 
cited legislation he’s introduced that would delay the process 
for a year by banking on a 10 percent reduction to the federal 
workforce through attrition over the next 10 years. 
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27. Okinawa Pref. To Start Own Analysis Of Security Info From April 
(KYODO NEWS 02 FEB 12) 

NAHA -- The Okinawa prefectural government will set 
up a new division in April to collect and analyze security 
information on its own to help settle the long-stalled U.S. base 
relocation issue within the prefecture and other problems 
involving U.S. military presence, senior prefectural officials 
said Wednesday. 

The 12-member section on regional security policy will 
be launched so that the local government can look into the 
situation without depending solely on information provided by 
the foreign and defense ministries. 

It is a rare move by a local government to try to tackle the 
security issue, which is considered as something to be handled 
only by the central government. 

The division officials, currently in divisions in charge of 
the return of land occupied by the U.S. Marine Corps' 
Futenma Air Station in Ginowan and port facilities in Naha 
operated by the U.S. Army, will exchange information with 
Japanese and American experts and study ways to address 
problems related to U.S. bases in the prefecture, the senior 
officials said. 

Responses to crimes committed by U.S. military 
personnel and noise pollution will continue to be handled by 
the existing Military Base Affairs Division, they added. 

The Okinawa government is also planning to establish an 
office in Washington to collect security information in the 
future, the officials said. The island prefecture has long hosted 
the bulk of the U.S. forces in Japan. 
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28. Supply Center Completes Initial Phase of At-Risk Mentorship Program 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 01 FEB 12) ... Candice Villarreal, NAVSUP Fleet Logistics Center San Diego Public Affairs 

SAN DIEGO -- Naval Supply Systems Command 
(NAVSUP) Fleet Logistics Center (FLC) San Diego wrapped-
up the first phase of its groundbreaking Teambuilding and 
Mentorship (T&M) program with San Diego Youth Services 
Jan. 31 at Naval Base San Diego. 

The pilot program, conceived and led by Janae Sergio, a 
logistics management specialist at the command, paired at-risk 
youth from the local community with Sailors and civil 
servants over a period of eight weeks to focus on 
teambuilding, mentoring and life improvement skills. 

Mentees Nuna Deng and Chris Ofodu met with their 
NAVSUP FLC San Diego mentors for about three hours per 
week beginning Nov. 15, 2011, and logged about 28 hours by 
the end of the first phase. In addition to individually tailored 
coaching and encouragement from their command mentors, 
Sergio also arranged for Fleet and Family Support Center 
personnel to provide formal presentations. 

"I'm really glad I had an open mind to participating," said 
Deng. "It's nice to meet and be around people who are driven 
to succeed and still want to take the time to help you out with 
your own personal goals. They really listen to you and your 
situation and try and help you as much as they can." 

The youths received in-depth training in areas like resume 
writing, interviewing, interpreting skills, punctuality, anger 
management, dressing for success and attendance. 

"We spend a lot of time with San Diego Youth Services 
outside of this program, doing things like community relations 
events and helping them out where we can, but I think the 
unique part here is that they were able to establish closer 
relationships with some of our people," said Sergio. "I think 
what they really needed was to discuss their goals, aspirations, 
and even current life events with someone. All they wanted 
was for someone to get on their level and hear them out." 

San Diego Youth Services is a non-profit organization 
that works to stabilize the lives of homeless and in-crisis youth 
throughout San Diego County. NAVSUP FLC San Diego 
collaborates with the organization during various 
beautification and support programs year-round as part of a 
partnership agreement aimed at lending a hand in the local 
community. 

So far, Sergio and NAVSUP FLC San Diego leadership 
acknowledge the program is working. In just the middle of the 
first phase of the program, Ofodu, who said he enjoys working 
with children, had a job interview lined up with a Navy child 
development center. Ofodu credits the resume training 
provided by the command, as well as networking on the part 
of one of his mentors, for the opportunity. 

"I got pretty lucky when I got paired up with someone I 
had a personal connection with," Ofodu said. "You don't 
choose your mentors; they're chosen for you. But it turned out 
he was easy to talk to and helped me out not only with his 
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knowledge, but also with his own personal experiences. I have 
a whole new resume and portfolio, and I already had one 
interview in just the first couple weeks." 

Mentors were chosen from a group of exceptional 
volunteers within the command. Following their selection, 
each mentor received extensive training in program standards, 
values and goals. 

Standout participants who successfully complete phase 
one may be eligible to move on to the second phase of the 
program, which focuses more heavily on networking and 
securing employment, and may give stellar youths 
opportunities to be hired as Navy civilians in positions for 
which they qualify. 

Sergio credited her own life experiences for giving her the 
passion and motivation to help other youths succeed and said 
the overwhelming support from command leadership 
contributed greatly to the program's success. She said the 
T&M program is a new, more innovative way of aligning the 
command's efforts with Navy outreach and accession goals 
while simultaneously giving back to the community. 

"If we can help change the life of just one youth as a 
result of this program, we will have succeeded," said Sergio. 

"If only one youth gets a job, sees a better future, or just feels 
better about themselves and gets on their feet, it will all have 
been worth it." 

NAVSUP Fleet Logistics Center San Diego, one of seven 
fleet logistics centers under NAVSUP Global Logistics 
Support, provides global logistics, business and support 
services to fleet, shore and industrial commands of the Navy, 
Coast Guard, Military Sealift Command, and other joint and 
allied Forces. Services include contracting, regional 
transportation, fuel, material management, household goods 
movement support, postal and consolidated mail, 
warehousing, global logistics and husbanding, hazardous 
material management, and integrated logistics support. 

NAVSUP GLS comprises more than 5,700 military and 
civilian logistics professionals, contractors and foreign 
nationals operating as a single cohesive team providing global 
logistics services from 110 locations worldwide. 

A component of the Naval Supply Systems Command 
headquartered in Mechanicsburg, Pa., NAVSUP GLS is part 
of a worldwide logistics network of more than 22,500 military 
and civilian personnel providing combat capability through 
logistics. 
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29. Base Exchanges Save Sailors 23 Percent, Navy Survey Says 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 01 FEB 12) ... Corinne Reilly 

Turns out Walmart isn’t the low-price leader after all – at 
least not if you’re in the Navy. 

According to a price comparison survey released by the 
service today, Sailors who shop at Navy base exchanges save 
an average of 23 percent over civilian retailers. 

Conducted by the private firm RetailData, the survey 
compared prices at Navy exchanges across the country to 
those at major retailers. It found that exchange customers save 
an average of 11 percent over Walmart, 15 percent over 
Target, 31 percent over Walgreens, and 39 percent over 
JCPenney, the Navy said in a news release. 

The Navy command that oversees exchanges hires out for 
the study every fall. It includes appliances, electronics, 
furniture, clothing, housewares and sporting goods, among 

other items, and does not take into account sales tax, 
according to the command. 

This year’s average savings is 1 percent higher than last 
year’s. 

The findings varied by geographic region. Customers in 
Norfolk save roughly 22 percent; in Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, 29 
percent; in San Diego and Bethesda, Md., 23 percent; and in 
Pensacola, Fla., 20 percent. 

Navy exchanges aren’t supported by taxpayer dollars. 
They’re open to active duty service members, retirees, 
reservists and their families. In Hampton Roads, exchanges 
are located at Norfolk Naval Station, Oceana Naval Air 
Station, Joint Expeditionary Base Little Creek and Yorktown 
Naval Weapons Station, among other posts. Their profits help 
pay for morale and recreation programs for Sailors. 
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30. Navy Misawa Sailors Building "Lone Sailor" Snow Sculpture 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 01 FEB 12) ... Senior Chief Mass Communication Specialist Daniel Sanford, Naval Air Facility Misawa 
Public Affairs 

SAPPORO, Japan -- Six Sailors from Naval Air Facility 
(NAF) Misawa began building a snow sculpture Feb. 1 for the 
upcoming 63rd Annual Sapporo Snow Festival here. 

Known as the "Sapporo Six," the team comprised Sailors 
assigned to NAF Misawa or its tenant and deployed 
commands currently stationed there. Together, the six Sailors 
will attempt to create a snow sculpture bust of the Navy's 
famous "Lone Sailor" statue that is located at the U.S. Navy 
Memorial in Washington D.C. 

The Sailors traveled from Misawa to Sapporo to take part 
in the city's annual wintertime festival and to represent the 
U.S. naval installation, which is based out of northern Japan. 
While their first day in Sapporo was dedicated to meeting with 
city and military officials, today began the arduous task of 

creating a sculpture out of a six-foot-by-six-foot block of 
compressed snow. 

"We started out this morning by basically laying out a 
grid on all four sides of our snow block," said Chief Builder 
Christopher "Billy" Knox, the Navy Misawa Snow Sculpting 
Team leader, and native of Chapin, Ill. "Once we finished we 
drew in the exact specifications of the design to include the 
head and shoulders of 'The Lone Sailor.'" 

While the first few hours were dedicated to the tedium of 
measuring and drawing the team's proposed design, the 
afternoon was filled with the sounds of scraping and chiseling 
as the team began sculpting. 

Utilizing dozens of tools, ranging from a trowel to a 
cheese grater, the team's project slowly took form. 
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"Today we're only concerned about getting the outline 
completed," said Electronics Technician 2nd Class James 
Johnston, originally from Kaneohe, Hawaii. "We'll worry 
about the details later, but for now, we're just carving the 
general structure out." 

The team has until Feb. 5, to complete their sculpture; the 
festival begins the following day and runs throughout the 
entire week. 

While the deadline to complete such an ambitious design 
may be cause for concern, it's the famous Sapporo weather 
that seems to be the primary difficulty the team will need to 
overcome. 

"I'm wearing three pairs of socks and I still can't feel my 
toes," said Information Systems Technician 3rd Class Zachary 

James, a Seattle native who, along with his teammates, 
persevered weather that never topped 20-degrees Fahrenheit. 
"You have to deal with the weather and the general fatigue 
associated with this kind of work, but we're having a great 
time building this thing and having a lot of fun doing it." 

Despite the difficulties associated with creating such an 
ambitious design, Knox said he couldn't be happier with his 
team's efforts so far. 

"The guys are putting out 110-percent effort here, and 
their attitudes and work ethic has been outstanding," he said. 
"Which is good, because as far as we're concerned, failure is 
not an option. 

This year marks the 29th year that Navy Misawa has sent 
a delegation to Sapporo to participate in the Snow Festival. 
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31. Navy Hoping To Get $26m From Federal Government To Move Section Of Pipeline 
(KGTV ABC SAN DIEGO 01 FEB 12) ... Mitch Blacher 

SAN DIEGO -- The U.S. Navy is rushing to get an aging 
fuel pipeline off Point Loma's shoreline and is hoping to get 
$26 million from the federal government by spring to move it. 

The rush comes after the 10News I-Team unveiled unseen 
inspection reports for the 57-year-old Miramar Pipeline, which 
runs between MCAS Miramar and the naval base in Point 
Loma. 

The I-Team discovered the Navy fuel line had been 
repeatedly unearthed and exposed to the elements as it hugs 
the bayfront area near La Playa. 

"Your coverage made people aware that it was eroding in 
several locations," said San Diego city Councilman Kevin 
Faulconer. 

Faulconer represents Point Loma and is one of several 
elected leaders working with the Navy to move the pipeline 
away from San Diego bay and the Point Loma population. 

State Senator Christine Kehoe – who also represents Point 
Loma – also wanted to know the about the pipe's condition. 

The state regional water quality control board wrote to 
Kehoe, saying, "The Navy has identified 'hazardous 
consequence areas' along the pipeline alignment…" 

In July, Capt. David Pimpo – who was then in charge of 
the Miramar Pipeline – told 10News the 17-mile pipeline is 
safe despite the internal inspections describing 55 cases of 
corrosion and 575 incidences of metal loss. 

"A pipeline is inherently going to be a risk," said Pimpo. 
"Whenever you have fuel that goes through a pipe… that goes 
through a residential area, you're going to be in a situation 
where you're going to have risk." 

The Navy is now focusing on the section of piping that 
continues to be uncovered by erosion and looking for $26 
million from the federal government to pay to move it. 

"I'm hoping that they secure that funding within the next 
several months and we can begin planning to get that pipeline 
off the water and into a more secure place," said Faulconer. 

Faulconer, along with naval leadership, will hold a series 
of community meetings to let the public know how the 
pipeline will be moved and where it will go. 

There are no firm plans on when or where those meetings 
will take place. 

View Clip (RT: 2:22) 
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32. Jacksonville Jaguars Cheerleaders And Football Players Visit USS Enterprise 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 01 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Kristin L. Grover, Enterprise Carrier Strike Group 
Public Affairs 

MAYPORT, Fla. -- Cheerleaders and football players 
from the NFL's Jacksonville Jaguars visited aircraft carrier 
USS Enterprise (CVN 65) while the ship was in port at Naval 
Station Mayport, Fla., Jan. 31. 

The players and cheerleaders took photos with Sailors and 
Marines, signed autographs and toured the flight deck during 
their visit to the 50-year-old ship. 

"This is something that a lot of us have never done before, 
so it was a great experience to get to tour the actual ship and 
see all the aircraft," said Chelsea Belloit, Jacksonville Jaguars 
cheerleader. "We definitely had a great time and we hope to 
come back and tour again." 

The Sailors and Marines aboard Big E were pleased about 
the visit and enjoyed having the chance to have their photos 
taken with the special guests. 

"We had the Jacksonville Jaguars cheerleaders and a 
couple of their players come on board and it was awesome," 

said Aviation Machinist's Mate Airman Michael Foster. "I just 
got my picture taken with a couple of the cheerleaders and an 
autographed calendar. I'm loving it." 

Not only did the ship's crew appreciate the opportunity to 
meet and greet the football players and cheerleaders, the 
athletes had a memorable experience as well. 

"This is my first time on an aircraft carrier and this thing 
is huge. It's amazing," said Samantha Snyder, a Jacksonville 
Jaguars cheerleader. "Being here is a very unique opportunity. 
This is probably the best part of our job." 

"This is my first time aboard Enterprise," said Zach 
Miller, tight end for the Jacksonville Jaguars. "It's eye-opening 
standing next to some of these fighter pilots and these jets. It's 
fun for me." 

Miller thanked the Sailors and Marines for their service 
on behalf of the Jaguars and expressed the team members' 
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appreciation for the sacrifices servicemembers make for their 
country. 

During their brief time aboard Enterprise, the Jaguars 
representatives gave away more than 300 calendars and 1,000 
personally autographed posters. 

Enterprise is currently underway participating in exercise 
Bold Alligator 2012. Bold Alligator 2012, the largest naval 

amphibious exercise in the past 10 years, represents the Navy 
and Marine Corps' revitalization of the full range of 
amphibious operations. The exercise focuses on today's fight 
with today's forces, while showcasing the advantages of 
seabasing. This exercise will take place 30 Jan - 12 Feb, 2012 
afloat and ashore in and around Virginia and North Carolina. 
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NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
33. Republicans Push To Stop Automatic U.S. Spending Cuts 
(REUTERS 02 FEB 12) ... Donna Smith 

WASHINGTON -- Wide-ranging U.S. spending cuts set 
to kick in next year for domestic and military programs would 
be scrapped by a proposal that some top Republicans plan to 
outline on Thursday. 

Senator John McCain has joined forces with assistant 
Senate Republican leader Jon Kyl and other party members to 
introduce legislation that would eliminate the first installment 
of $1.2 trillion in automatic spending reductions over a 
decade. 

These cuts were at the center of a budget brawl between 
President Barack Obama and Republicans in Congress last 
year during a fight to increase the U.S. debt limit. 

The new proposal by McCain, Kyl and four other Senate 
Republicans would spare the military and selected domestic 
programs of cuts set to go into effect in January 2013. The 
$127 billion in budget savings would be achieved, instead, by 
scaling back the federal workforce and freezing its pay. 

The move is designed to buy time for lawmakers to 
decide on more orderly reductions than the across-the-board 
cuts put in place after a special congressional committee failed 
to develop a deficit reduction plan last year, a Republican aide 
said. 

The senators plan to unveil their proposal at a press 
conference on Thursday. 

The bill calls for reducing the federal work force by 5 
percent through attrition. Agencies would only be able to hire 
two people for every three people who retire or leave 
government employment. It also calls for extending a pay 
freeze for federal workers until June 2014. 

The current freeze expires at the end of this year and 
Obama has proposed a 0.5 percent increase next year. 

Similar legislation has been introduced in the Republican-
led House by Armed Services Committee Chairman Howard 

McKeon. That bill would slash the federal work force by 10 
percent. 

The White House has said it opposes any effort to 
circumvent the automatic spending cuts, and the proposed 
federal workforce reduction and pay freeze are likely to meet 
stiff opposition from Democrats. 

But Republicans are likely to point to a recent 
Congressional Budget Office report that showed many federal 
workers without advanced degrees earn on average higher 
salaries and benefits than those in the private sector. 

Also, concerns expressed by Defense Secretary Leon 
Panetta that the automatic cuts on top of other reductions in 
defense spending would "inflict severe damage to our national 
defense for generations" could help build support for the bill. 

The legislation would head off cuts to domestic programs 
as well, a provision its Republican sponsors hope will attract 
Democratic support. 

The $1.2 trillion in automatic cuts were linked to an 
increase in U.S. borrowing authority opposed by Republicans, 
many aligned with the conservative Tea Party movement. 

The bitter political fight prompted the U.S. credit ratings 
agency Standard & Poor's to downgrade the federal 
government's top AAA rating for borrowing for the first time. 

With U.S. budget deficits topping $1 trillion for the last 
three years and the national debt exceeding $15 trillion, the 
ratings agencies and economists are worried Washington is 
courting a financial disaster similar to turmoil facing many 
European countries. 

Any move by Congress to dismantle the automatic 
spending cuts could further erode the confidence of credit 
rating agencies, which are hoping U.S. lawmakers can agree 
on $4 trillion in deficit reductions over a decade - well beyond 
the approximately $2 trillion enacted last year. 
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34. House Approves Measure To Freeze Federal Salaries 
(WASHINGTON POST 02 FEB 12) ... Ed O'Keefe 

House lawmakers voted Wednesday night to freeze their 
pay and the salaries of congressional staffers and civilian 
federal employees, scoring a symbolic victory for 
congressional Republicans who have targeted government 
compensation as an example of excessive federal spending. 

On a vote of 309 to 117, GOP supporters scored the two-
thirds majority needed to approve the measure under a 
suspension of normal procedural roles. 

The bill, introduced by Rep. Sean Duffy (R-Wis.), would 
extend the current two-year freeze on federal cost-of-living 

raises for an additional year starting next January. Lawmakers 
haven't raised congressional pay in four of the past six years. 

The bill would need Senate approval before becoming 
law. 

Before the vote, Republicans touted a Congressional 
Budget Office report published Monday that said federal 
employees on average earn about 2 percent more than private-
sector employees in comparable professions. When pension 
and health benefits are factored in, the CBO said, federal 
employees earn about 16 percent more in total compensation. 
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With those numbers in mind, "the federal government has 
no incentive or obligation to reduce salaries in order to be 
competitive to stay in business," Rep. Dennis A. Ross (R-
Fla.), who chairs the House subcommittee on federal 
personnel, said before the vote. "It simply borrows more 
money or raises taxes." 

But Rep. Elijah E. Cummings (D-Md.), ranking member 
on the House committee that oversees federal personnel 
issues, said federal employees have already sacrificed to help 
pay down the federal deficit by enduring a two-year pay freeze 
ordered by President Obama in 2010. 

The freeze is set to save taxpayers $60 billion in the next 
decade, Cummings said. 

"This bill appears to be a disingenuous and disrespectful 
attack against federal workers," Cummings said. 

Ross and other Republicans shot back - noting that the 
overwhelming majority of federal employees eligible for 
within-grade step increases received them in fiscal 2011. The 
step increases averaged $1,303 during the freeze, Ross said. 

Del. Eleanor Holmes Norton (D-D.C.) said she 
understands the push to freeze federal pay as other Americans 
are facing financial hardship. "The problem is that federal 
employees have become a kind of piggy bank - whenever you 
need some money, you take it from the federal employees," 
she said. 
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35. DOD Adds Vicodin, Xanax To Drug Testing, Offers 90-Day Amnesty 
(STARS AND STRIPES 02 FEB 12) ... Nathan A. Bailey 

TOKYO — The Defense Department announced an 
expansion of its drug testing program Wednesday to include 
widely abused prescription medications containing 
hydrocodone and benzodiazepine, but it’s offering an 
unprecedented 90-day amnesty period for servicemembers to 
come clean or get treatment. 

The painkiller Vicodin, containing the synthetic opioid 
hydrocodone, and the anti-anxiety medications Xanax and 
Valium, which contain benzodiazepine, are among the most 
abused prescription drugs on the market, which is why they 
are being added to the list of testable substances, according to 
Joe Angello, DOD director of operational readiness and 
safety. 

The program already tests for the opiates codeine and 
morphine. 

But for the first time in more than 40 years of drug 
testing, the DOD is giving troops a three-month notice before 
the testing begins. 

“The memorandum is giving you a 90-day warning 
order,” Angello said in a DOD release announcing the new 
policy. 

This way, servicemembers addicted to prescription drugs 
can seek medical help without fear of penalty, he said. 

The testing is not an all-out ban of the substances. 
Servicemembers with prescriptions for the drugs will not be 
subject to disciplinary action for using them within the dosage 
and time prescribed. 

In July 2011, after years of war and with increasing 
numbers of troops returning from Afghanistan and Iraq with 
combat or training injuries, The Associated Press reported the 
number of soldiers referred for opiate abuse treatment had 
been growing steadily for at least a decade. In response to the 
trend, the Army began limiting the number of painkillers a 
soldier could be prescribed at one time. 

According to Army data provided to AP, referrals for 
opiate abuse increased from 87 in fiscal year 1999 to 703 in 
fiscal year 2009. There were more than 670 referrals from 
October 2009 through June 2010. 

Expired medications should be turned in for disposal 
rather than flushed, Angello said, as they can contaminate the 
water supply. 
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36. Tricare Fees Would Rise Faster Than Current Law Allows 
(NAVY TIMES 06 FEB 12) ... Andrew Tilghman and Rick Maze 

The Pentagon is refusing to accept a law Congress passed 
just last year that would limit future Tricare fee hikes for 
retirees to no more than the annual cost-of-living adjustment 
in retired pay. 

Military officials say they will renew their earlier call for 
future fee hikes to be linked to the rate of medical inflation, 
which runs about 7 percent a year or higher, rather than to the 
retiree COLAs that average 3 percent over time, according to a 
Capitol Hill staffer familiar with the Pentagon’s budget 
proposal. 

The most recent retiree COLA increase was 3.6 percent. 
Congress approved fee hikes for working-age retirees 

under age 65 last year, the first time any Tricare fees have 
increased since that program was created 17 years ago. 

Along with renewing its call for higher annual fee 
increases on younger retirees, the Pentagon also will seek to 
charge an enrollment fee for the first time to retirees over age 
65 in Tricare for Life, officials said. 

Details of the Tricare proposals will come when the full 
budget plan is released Feb. 13 — and defense officials 
already are trying to head off criticism for the controversial 
moves. 

“We’ve avoided changes that negatively impact active-
duty troops or their families,” Defense Secretary Leon Panetta 
said Jan. 26, when he released some details of the 2013 budget 
that will be sent to Congress. 

“But we decided that to help control the growth of health 
care costs, which is now almost $50 billion in this department, 
we are recommending increases in health care fees, co-pays 
and deductibles for retirees. They’ll be phased in over five 
years,” Panetta added. “But let me be clear that even after 
these increases, the cost borne by military retirees will remain 
below levels in most comparable private-sector plans, as they 
should be.” Military health care costs have soared in recent 
years, from about $19 billion in 2001 to more than $50 billion 
this year. 
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In October, annual Tricare Prime fees for working-age 
retirees increased by $30, to $260 a year, for individual 
coverage, and by $60, to $520 a year, for family coverage. 

Pentagon officials say rising health care costs are fueled 
in part by retirees who leave the service and begin second 

careers with companies that offer health care but retain their 
Tricare coverage because it is cheaper than their employer’s 
coverage. 
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37. War Over Gays In Military In New Phase 
(POLITICO 01 FEB 12) ... Charles Hoskinson 

The national debate over gay marriage is threatening to 
spill over into the military, as activists from both sides of the 
volatile issue work to influence the Pentagon’s policy toward 
gay and lesbian service members and their families. 

Gay activists who succeeded last year in repealing the 
“don’t ask, don’t tell” law that barred gays and lesbians from 
serving openly in the military are now pushing for full benefits 
for their partners. And that’s creating a backlash from 
conservatives in Congress who opposed repealing the ban and 
had feared it might lead to the military’s recognition of gay 
marriage. 

The latest move comes in the form of legislation, filed last 
week by Rep. Tim Huelskamp (R-Kan.), which would bar gay 
marriages on Defense Department property and protect service 
members who express opposition to homosexuality based on 
their beliefs from adverse action or possible discrimination. 

And it would specifically mandate that military chaplains 
cannot be “directed, ordered or required to perform any duty, 
rite, ritual, ceremony, service or function that is contrary to the 
conscience, moral principles or religious beliefs of the 
chaplain, or contrary to the moral principles or religious 
beliefs of the chaplain’s faith group.” 

“This is an issue of conscience rights,” Huelskamp told 
POLITICO. “Folks are afraid of reprisal.” 

The Pentagon delayed extending most military benefits 
such as medical care, housing and access to on-base services 
to partners of gay and lesbian service members when the 
DADT repeal took effect Sept. 20, citing the federal Defense 
of Marriage Act. But the constitutionality of the 1996 law is in 
doubt after several court rulings against it, and the Obama 
administration announced a year ago that it would no longer 
defend DOMA against challenges. 

Lawyers for the Republican-controlled House, however, 
have stepped in to defend the law, and the issue is eventually 
expected to reach the Supreme Court. 

Meanwhile, current and former service members have 
filed a separate challenge to the law in federal court in 
Massachusetts, saying it’s unconstitutional because it prevents 
the Pentagon from treating all military families equally. 

And the Pentagon has promised to continue to review 
benefits as the law changes — a move that conservatives have 
taken as a sign that the Obama administration would force the 
military to recognize gay marriage once DOMA is repealed or 
fails a court challenge. 

“This is a very appropriate time to have this discussion,” 
said Huelskamp, who noted that his office is getting “a 
significant amount” of complaints from service members who 
claim gays and lesbians are getting special treatment by the 
military. Among the complaints, he said, are those from 
chaplains who told him their superiors wanted to review their 
sermons in advance. 

“Folks do not want to have their names attached to it 
because they really fear retaliation from this administration,” 
he said. 

Pentagon officials, though, say there haven’t been any 
significant problems since the repeal took effect. 

“The implementation of the repeal of DADT is 
proceeding smoothly across the Department of Defense,” 
Pentagon spokeswoman Eileen Lainez said. “We attribute this 
success to our comprehensive pre-repeal training program, 
combined with the continued close monitoring and 
enforcement of standards by our military leaders at all levels.” 

And advocates for gay and lesbian service members have 
promised to fight Huelskamp’s legislation. 

“There is no need for the so-called protections in this bill 
or the proposed regulations. No chaplain today is being 
required or pressured to marry anyone, straight or gay. 
Period,” said Aubrey Sarvis, executive director of the 
Servicemembers Legal Defense Network, which has led much 
of the fight for military benefits for gay families. 

“The bill’s ban on use of military facilities and chaplains 
officiating at ceremonies for gay and lesbian service members 
is nothing more than plain, old-fashioned discrimination. 
There is no place for that prejudice in our armed forces or in 
our country,” he said. 

Huelskamp’s bill has 15 co-sponsors, including members 
of the GOP-led House Armed Services Committee, which has 
approved previous efforts to limit military benefits for gay 
service members. The House-passed version of last year’s 
defense policy bill included an earlier attempt to bar same-sex 
marriages on military bases and prohibit military chaplains 
from performing them, and Huelskamp says it’s possible his 
legislation could be rolled into this year’s bill. 

Still, Republicans in the Democratic-led Senate have so 
far shown no significant interest in revisiting the issue. The 
only related provision that survived to be written into law last 
year was one allowing chaplains to opt out of performing 
same-sex marriages if that duty would conflict with their 
beliefs. 
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38. Official Outlines Absentee Voting Options 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 01 FEB 12) ... Lisa Daniel 

WASHINGTON – Federal officials are urging military 
members, their families and other Americans living outside 

the United States to register to vote and request an absentee 
ballot. 
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Both can be done easily by downloading a federal 
postcard application on the Federal Voting Assistance 
Program website, Bob Carey, the program’s director, said in 
an interview today with the Pentagon Channel and American 
Forces Press Service. 

A digital “wizard” takes applicants through the process in 
about five minutes, allowing them to avoid the 390-page 
federal voting assistance guide, and provides a preprinted, 
stamped envelope for the application that must be signed and 
mailed back to the appropriate voting registrar, the program’s 
Carey said. 

Several states allow signed applications to be faxed or 
scanned, then emailed in, including Florida, where 14 counties 
used online ballot delivery for yesterday’s presidential primary 
election. Some 800 service members downloaded ballots for 
the election, Carey noted. 

Service members should update their address on the site 
every time they change duty stations and before deployment or 
upon their return, Carey said. 

“The big thing is sending the ballot back,” he emphasized, 
noting that delivery can encounter delays. “As soon as you get 
your ballot, try to send it back.” 

Most states allow registration very close to Election Day, 
which is Nov. 6 for federal offices. However, because most 
ballots are due back by the election, Carey recommended 
using a federal write-in absentee ballot, available on the 
website, for those who haven’t received their postcard 
application within 45 days of the election. 

The FVAP website includes deadlines for registration, 
state voting laws, sample ballots and absentee ballots for every 
state, Carey said. 

“We’ve really expanded the online delivery systems by 
working closely with the states,” he said. “We can reduce 
delays from 20 to 30 days to 20 to 30 milliseconds.” 

Several states, including California, are moving toward 
full online applications by automatically using driver’s license 
signatures, he said. 

Program officials are working to make voting easier for 
troops and civilians overseas, whether by working with states 
to improve voting laws, or by easing the process, Carey said. 

“We have worked closely with all the states,” he said, 
including sending letters about legislation affecting voting to 
every state. Carey has testified before legislatures in 

Minnesota, South Carolina, Texas and New York already this 
year. 

“We will go wherever we need to, to get these laws 
changed so that the military and overseas voters can have 
adequate opportunities” to vote, he said. 

The program’s workers also are making practical 
improvements, including sending computer printers and ink 
cartridges to all combat outposts and forward operating bases 
to ensure an easy application process, Carey said. 

And the efforts are paying off, he added. After sending 
2.2 million emails about absentee voting in January, 60,000 
postcard applications have been downloaded so far this year, 
compared to 90,000 in all of 2010, Carey said. The program 
also d sends out regular voting tips to people who “like” the 
Federal Voting Assistance Program’s Facebook page, he said. 

“We’ve really had a banner year this year in getting the 
word out, letting people know they have these opportunities 
and how to successfully use them,” Carey said. 

A Pew Center report issued last week shows substantial 
improvement for military and overseas voters, Carey said, 
concluding that this year will see substantially fewer 
registration and absentee voting problems than in the past. 

Some problems the program has worked to alleviate 
include getting laws passed in every state requiring that 
absentee ballots be mailed out at least 45 days before an 
election and doing away with requirements that a notary 
public or a voter from the same state must witness an absentee 
vote, Carey said. 

“The problem is, these are very complex election systems 
that develop over decades,” he said. “It’s not like we can 
change one small part without changing the rest.” 

But, he added, “that’s what we do -- we work with these 
state legislatures to help them figure out how to do that.” 

Most importantly, Carey said, more service members are 
voting, with participation up 21 percent between 2006 and 
2010, including a 33 percent rise in voting among 18- to 24-
year-olds, who traditionally have the lowest voter turnout. In 
2010, voting among military members was 46 percent, 
compared to 45.5 percent in the civilian population, he said. 

“Everyone has a right not to vote,” he said. “But if they 
want to vote, we want make sure they have every opportunity 
to vote.” 
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39. USO Innovates To Better Support Troops 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 31 JAN 12) ... Army Sgt. 1st Class Tyrone C. Marshall Jr. 

WASHINGTON – The USO has served America’s troops 
and their families for seven decades, but thanks to innovations 
and adaptability, it’s not the same old USO, the organization’s 
president said. 

“We have basically the same mission we’ve had for the 
last 71 years -- to lift the spirits of America’s troops and their 
families,” Sloan D. Gibson told American Forces Press 
Service. 

“But one of the things we realized is that the needs of 
troops and families are changing all the time,” he added. “So 
we’ve tried to change and adapt over those 71 years to make 
sure that we’re meeting the most urgent needs. And [that 
we’re] also using the most up-to-date technology to meet those 
needs.” 

Gibson said the USO continues to seek ways to better 
serve the nation’s service members and their families. 

“We ask a simple question of ourselves: ‘If our mission is 
to lift the spirits of America’s troops and their families, who 
needs us most?’” he said. “The answer today is certainly 
different than it would have been before 9/11. So as we think 
about that with all the things that USO does. We want to make 
sure we’re taking care of our forward-deployed troops that are 
serving in harm’s way.” 

Gibson said the USO also strives to meet the needs of 
military families enduring the stresses of multiple 
deployments, as well as healing heroes and their families and 
the families of fallen service members. 
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“So what you find are facilities and programs that are 
delivered all over the world that are designed to help those that 
need us most today,” he said. 

Although the USO is best known for entertaining service 
members and families, Gibson said, the organization has 
become attuned to other needs. 

“Entertainment is still a big part of the USO … but as you 
think about the needs of troops and families, we’ve got to 
constantly adapt,” he said. “For example, we now operate 
eight USO centers -- soon to open our ninth USO center -- in 
Afghanistan. 

“These centers are visited more than 100,000 times a 
month,” he added. “We know that connecting forward-
deployed troops with their families back home is really 
important, so we’ve installed in those centers high-speed 
Internet connections and a private telephone network where 
troops are making over 2 million free phone calls every year.” 

The USO president said these kinds of changes take place 
based upon the needs of today’s troops and based upon the 
important role that military families play today. The 
organization also adapts to mission changes, he noted, such as 
the end of the war in Iraq. 

“We closed our last center in Iraq during the fourth 
quarter of 2011,” Gibson said. “We’ve taken the large 
majority of the resources that we were investing in Iraq and 
shifted those into Afghanistan. That’s one of the reasons that 
we’ve been able to support such a large growth in our 
presence in Afghanistan -- most through our centers, but also 
through a program called ‘USO2Go,’ where we actually ship 
pallet loads.” 

Gibson said the average “USO2Go” shipment weighs a 
ton and consists of everything from video games to snack 
foods. 

“They tell us what they need right there at their small 
combat outpost or small forward operating base, and we ship it 
out there,” he said. “And it arrives right there. It’s like 
Christmas when it shows up.” 

Gibson said the USO also has created programs to help 
meet the needs of wounded, ill and injured troops. 

“We’ve looked at those that needed us most, focusing on 
healing heroes and their families and our families of the 
fallen,” he said. “We’ve begun to build an array of programs 
that are designed to best meet their needs.” These programs 
cater to those suffering from invisible wounds as well as 
physical ones, he added. 

“We’ve launched a new public service announcement that 
really focuses on the invisible wounds of war,” Gibson said. 
“One of the roles that the USO has played historically is we’ve 
been kind of a bridge between the American people and their 
families. So this is another one of those examples where we’re 
reaching out to the American people to help them understand 
the challenges that many of our troops and their families are 
facing right now with these invisible wounds.” 

Gibson said it’s a “labor of love” for the USO to create 
new ways to serve service members and their families while 
ensuring their needs are met. 

“We all care very deeply about what we do,” he said. “I 
get the opportunity -- I have the privilege -- to spend time with 
these men and women. I can’t say that I know what they go 
through, but I certainly have an appreciation for that. And if 
there’s something that we can do to say ‘Thank you,’ to 
express our gratitude, that’s really, really important.” 
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OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
40. Why America Needs Amphibious Skills 
Amphibious combat capabilities are vital to the U.S. military. This is no more so than in the Asia-Pacific 
region. 
(THE DIPLOMAT 01 FEB 12) ... Rep. J. Randy Forbes 

“Amphibious warfare.” To most Americans, the term 
conjures up images from HBO’s The Pacific, where U.S. 
Marines assault the beaches of Pacific islands on their way to 
Tokyo. Sure, it served its purpose in World War II, but are we 
ever going to need to fight our way onto a beach again? A 
decade of combat in the Middle East has only strengthened the 
opinion that the Marine Corps may be a muscular instrument 
of warfare, but its amphibious tradition is now ancient history. 

Nothing could be further from the truth. Our Navy-
Marine Corps team’s ability to conduct joint amphibious 
operations bestows the United States with a range of unique 
capabilities that will be in high demand in tomorrow’s 
uncertain security environment, specifically in the Indo-
Pacific maritime region. 

The advantages of maritime power, and specifically 
amphibious operations, are many. The Commandant of the 
Marine Corps, Gen. James F. Amos, captured these unique 
capabilities best in a September 2011 letter to U.S. Secretary 
of Defense Panetta. By one account, since 1990 the Marine 
Corps has conducted some 120 amphibious operations, 

including amphibious raids, demonstrations of force, 
reinforcement of U.S embassies, humanitarian relief, and 
evacuations of non-combatants from conflict zones. 

Amphibious forces are ideal for addressing many of the 
challenges we face in the Indo-Pacific region. The maritime 
character of the region, the geographic “tyranny of distance” it 
presents, the range of environmental crises that often impact 
the region, the threat of piracy that has affected maritime 
traffic in the Horn of Africa and Strait of Malacca, the 
tensions that often inflict the Korean Peninsula, and the 
modernization of China’s People’s Liberation Army Navy 
(PLAN) combined with its maritime territorial disputes, all 
stand to raise the profile of amphibious forces in the years 
ahead. A brief review of some of the capabilities an 
amphibious force can provide makes this abundantly clear. 
They can: 

 Deter aggression, because their amphibious nature 
can provide credible forward-presence to respond 
rapidly in a crisis; 
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 Sustain operational access almost anywhere in the 
world, regardless of political or geographic hurdles; 

 Provide ground forces in a combat zone where roads, 
ports, or airfields are not available; 

 Complicate an opponent’s decision-making and 
impose new costs by multiplying the number of 
theaters they must seek to defend, stretching their 
resources and manpower. This was used to great 
effect during the Gulf War in 1991 when the Marines 
massed a large force off Iraq’s coast, luring Saddam 
Hussein’s forces away from the U.S.-led coalition’s 
main operations; 

 Conduct counter-piracy operations; 

 Conduct humanitarian and disaster response 
missions; and 

 Assure allies of the United States’ credibility and 
capability to intervene decisively. 

But we have work to do. In a blog post from last year, 
Adm. John Harvey, head of U.S. Fleet Forces Command, 
wrote that the military has neglected the Navy-Marine Corps 
team’s core amphibious competency of: “prompt and 
sustained amphibious expeditionary operations from the sea” 
over the last decade during the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan. 
To sharpen its skills, the U.S. Navy and Marine Corps will 
undertake their largest amphibious exercise in a decade, Bold 
Alligator 2012 (BA-12). This joint and multinational 
amphibious assault exercise, which I will attend as an 
observer, will take place this week and include participants 
from Australia, Canada, France, Italy, Netherlands, New 
Zealand, Spain and the United Kingdom. Over a two week 

period, BA-12 will include three large-scale events, including 
an amphibious assault at Camp Lejeune, N.C.; an aerial 
assault from the sea into Fort Pickett, Va.; and an amphibious 
raid on Fort Story, Va. 

For its part, Congress must recognize the value of our 
Navy-Marine Corps’ amphibious capabilities in our naval 
arsenal, and support this team with the financial resources 
their mission requires. While the Marine Corps has stated its 
objective of maintaining 38 amphibious ships to meet 
Combatant Commander demands, the current FY12 30-year 
shipbuilding plan provides for only 33. This places the 
Combatant Commander demand of 18 ships well above the 
average of 9.2 ships the Navy was able to provide for 
deployment from 2007 to 2010. Even more disconcerting, 
despite the Obama administration’s emphasis on the Asia-
Pacific theater and naval forces in its new Strategic Guidance, 
it now plans to cut two older LSD-41 class dock landing ships 
and delay the next LHA-7 amphibious assault ship. These cuts 
and delays represent a trend in the wrong direction. 

As we proceed into the 21st century, sea power will take 
on an increasingly important role in our national defense 
policy. Bold Alligator 2012 will provide a stage for our 
amphibious forces to not just hone their skills, but to 
demonstrate the utility of their amphibious capabilities to 
elected officials and the broader Nation. I look forward to 
being a partner in this effort to enhance the capability of the 
Navy-Marine Corps team and articulate its enormous utility to 
the American public and our friends and allies. 

Rep. J. Randy Forbes, R-Va., is chairman of the House 
Armed Services Readiness Subcommittee and founder and co-
chairman of the Congressional China Caucus. 
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41. Nothing Like A Good Maritime Raid 
We started doing it 212 years ago. Now that the Marine Corps is going back to sea after a decade on the 
ground, it’s time to revive the Maritime Raid Force. 
(PROCEEDINGS MAGAZINE FEBRUARY 2012) ... Lt. Cmdr. Benjamin Armstrong, U.S. Navy 

The Navy/Marine Corps team has a long and storied past, 
operating together in everything from ship versus ship combat 
in the Age of Sail to the mastery of small wars and the 
amphibious warfare that has become its staple over the past 
half century. Operationally, many of the successful missions 
conducted by the Navy/Marine Corps team have involved 
maritime raiding. 

As the Navy welcomes the Marine Corps’ return to the 
sea in the 21st century following a decade of war ashore, the 
modern redevelopment of the historic maritime raiding 
capability is just as vital to the future of the Sea Services as 
sharpening the dulled skills needed for a full amphibious 
assault. 

Puerto Plata And Our Shared History 
An example from the infant nation’s earliest conflict came 

in 1800, when Sailors and Marines from the USS Constitution 
sailed into Puerto Plata, Dominican Republic, to attack the 
French privateer Sandwich during the Quasi-War with France. 
The United States was three years into the conflict, America’s 
first undeclared war. It was maritime in nature, taking place in 
the Atlantic Ocean and Caribbean Sea. 

Following the French Revolution the French navy, 
angered that American merchants were trading with its 

enemies in England, began seizing American vessels. France 
also began to license privateers who sailed the American 
seacoast and the Caribbean in search of undefended merchant 
ships. As the summer of 1800 approached, the Constitution 
sailed the Caribbean, under the command of Commodore Silas 
Talbot, in search of French ships. 

The first week in May, the Constitution arrived off the 
Dominican Republic and received information that a notorious 
privateer named the Sandwich, a former British packet that 
had been taken by French privateers and armed with 14 guns, 
lay in the harbor refitting. On the 11th the American frigate 
fell in with a 58-ton American trading sloop named the Sally 
that had recently sailed from Puerto Plata and was scheduled 
to return before sailing for its homeport of Providence, Rhode 
Island. Master Thomas Sandford, captain of the Sally, 
confirmed that the Sandwich was in port, protected under the 
guns of the Spanish fortress there. 

The Early Navy/Marine Corps Team 
Talbot wanted to sail the Constitution into Puerto Plata 

and take on the three heavy cannon in the Spanish fortress and 
the Sandwich’s broadside, but he feared the shallows and 
unmarked reefs at the approach to the harbor. Considering the 
deep draft of the 44-gun Constitution, Talbot instead decided 



 30

to take advantage of the schedule of the merchant Sally. He 
commandeered the small ship from Sandford and ordered his 
first lieutenant, or executive officer, to take command of her. 
Lieutenant Isaac Hull, who would later command the 
Constitution with much acclaim in the War of 1812, was 
assigned a force of 90 Sailors and Marines to sail the Sally 
into Puerto Plata and “cut out” the French privateer. The 
cutting-out expedition, where a raiding force used small boats 
and surprise to board and carry an enemy ship, was one of the 
many irregular operations carried out by the Navy and Marine 
Corps team during the Age of Sail. 

Commodore Talbot ordered Hull and his force to “bring 
her out to sea, if practicable; otherwise to burn and destroy her 
in port.” Hull took with him the Constitution’s two Marine 
Corps officers, Captain Daniel Carmick and Lieutenant 
William Amory, to help lead the expedition. They loaded the 
Sailors and Marines aboard the Sally with muskets, pistols, 
and cutlasses and hid them in the ship’s hold. Captain Carmick 
later recalled feeling like Achilles and his Greek warriors, the 
Sailors and Marines hidden in their own Trojan Horse. Hull 
and six Sailors remained on deck to work the ship, setting off 
for the Dominican harbor on the morning of 10 May. 

Hull, with Master Sandford along as a pilot, sailed the 
Sally past the reef and into the harbor. The raiding force 
discovered the Sandwich at anchor, all her guns hauled to the 
starboard side to bear on the channel. Riding a sea breeze that 
sprang up after noon, the Americans maneuvered through the 
sparsely populated harbor and brought the Sally alongside the 
privateer’s starboard bow. 

‘Over The Rail’ 
On Hull’s signal, the men poured from the hold. Captain 

Carmick led them over the rail and aboard the privateer, 
cutlasses in hand. “The men went on board like devils,” he 
later wrote, “and it was as much as the first Lieutenant and 
myself could do to prevent blood being spilt.” Six shots were 
fired as they crossed the rails, and the attack was so fast that 
the French privateers were overwhelmed by the Americans 
and scrambled to hide in the hold. The captain of the privateer 
realized the hopelessness of his situation and, hat in hand, 
surrendered the ship to Lieutenant Hull. 

Hull took stock of the captured vessel and confirmed that 
it was in the middle of refit. The ship had been stripped, only 
its lower masts were standing, and the rigging and sails were 
coiled and stowed below. The Sailors needed time to re-rig the 
ship in order to escape, but the Spanish fortress overlooked the 
anchorage with a constant threat from its heavy guns. Once the 
prisoners had been bound and placed under the watch of 
several Sailors, Hull dispatched Captain Carmick and 
Lieutenant Amory with their Marines to take the fortress. 

The Marines lowered the Sandwich’s boat and embarked 
their small force, which rowed for the shore at the base of the 
fortress. As they approached the rocks the Marines climbed 
into the neck-deep water, holding their muskets above their 
heads, and waded ashore. They rapidly moved into the fortress 
before the Spanish realized what was happening. With surprise 
on his side, Carmick and his Marines took possession of the 
fortress and spiked the three heavy guns. They then moved 
back to the ship and manned the guns to protect the Sandwich 
and Sally while the Sailors worked. By nightfall the crewmen 
raised the topmasts, rigged the ship, and bent on the sails. 

When the rigging was completed the Americans faced a 
new challenge. There was no wind. The Sailors manned the 
ship’s guns, and the Marines took up positions as 
sharpshooters while the Spanish garrison mustered on shore to 
face them. Their cannon rendered useless by the Marines’ raid 
ashore, the Spaniards had no way to challenge the Americans 
other than their muskets. As night set in, the local commander 
sent several flags of truce by boat to determine the intentions 
of the Americans. Hull and Carmick simply replied that they 
were under orders and they would be sailing the Sandwich 
clear of the harbor. When morning approached, a land breeze 
sprang up and the Americans set the sails on board the 
captured vessels. Without any interference from the Spanish 
troops, they sailed clear and joined the Constitution. 

Commodore Talbot submitted his report to Secretary of 
the Navy Benjamin Stoddert and praised his officers, writing 
that “no enterprise of the same moment was ever better 
executed. The operation was completed without a single 
casualty.” The copper-bottomed Sandwich had been preying 
on American merchants for three years and was one of the 
fastest and most notorious privateers in the Caribbean. She 
now belonged to the Americans. In America’s first armed 
conflict, facing a non-state opponent in a third nation’s port, 
the Navy/Marine Corps team demonstrated its capability for 
maritime raiding. 

Maritime Raiding And The Blue/Green Team 
The hybird warfare and asymmetric threats faced by the 

United States in the 21st century require a new look at naval 
operations. How ships are deployed, with what capabilities, 
and in what formations, requires creativity and innovation to 
adapt to the threats we face as a Navy/Marine Corps team. In 
the Age of Sail, the cutting out of the privateer Sandwich 
demonstrated the value of maritime raiding capabilities when 
dealing with challenges such as piracy and other non-state 
threats. The Naval Operating Concept 2010 (NOC 10) 
discusses the irregular challenges faced by today’s 
Navy/Marine Corps team and calls for the development of a 
“tailorable ‘maritime raid capability’ to address the diverse 
target sets that characterize irregular challenges.” 

Initial deployment of the concept has already proved 
effective. In 2010 the USS Peleliu (LHA-5) Amphibious 
Ready Group (ARG) and 15th Marine Expeditionary Unit 
(MEU) deployed, having trained and designated a Maritime 
Raid Force. Made up of Marines from the 15th MEU and the 
Sailors of the USS Dubuque (LPD-8), that force demonstrated 
the responsiveness and effectiveness of the concept during the 
operation to recover the M/V Magellan Star from Somali 
pirates in September 2010. 

The continued development of this capability is important 
to the future. It doesn’t necessarily mean the return of the 
Maritime Special Purpose Force (MSPF) that used to make 
MEUs “special-operations capable,” but it does mean that the 
selective return of some of the former MSPF’s capabilities and 
training is important to the relevance of the Navy/Marine 
Corps team of tomorrow. 

Though it is tempting because of the longstanding 
relationship between Marines and gator Sailors and the 
already proven success, the capability to conduct maritime 
raids shouldn’t be relegated to the amphibious fleet alone. 
NOC 10 states that “confronting irregular challenges require 
general purpose forces to apply their capabilities in innovative 
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ways.” Development must continue within the amphibious 
fleet, but it is time to move beyond the MEU and ARG. 

Bring On The Carriers 
The carrier strike group (CSG) has changed little in the 

way it deploys over the past six decades. It may be time to re-
evaluate the flattop. Sea-basing has been a buzzword of the 
Navy for years, and the carrier has been a part of that. Most 
operational testing of the “sea-base” using nuclear-powered 
carriers, however, has been an all-or-nothing affair. 

The use of the USS Abraham Lincoln (CVN-72) during 
Operation Unified Assistance (the 2005 Indonesia tsunami-
relief effort) demonstrated the value of having multiple 
helicopter squadrons as part of the carrier air wing, but the 
tactical air assets had little to contribute. In 1994 the USS 
Dwight D. Eisenhower (CVN-69) served as a dedicated sea-
base to deploy the 10th Mountain Division and its helicopters 
to Haiti. Both of these are excellent examples of the diverse 
missions that carriers can take on, but neither really helps 
develop new ways of looking at the flattop to counter today’s 
asymmetric and hybrid threats during regular deployments. 

Three recent developments offer an opportunity. First, the 
experimentation by the Marine Corps with the concept of the 
Company Landing Team (CoLT) lends itself well to the 
concept of maritime raiding forces. These units, smaller than 
the traditional MEU’s Battalion Landing Team, offer a way 
for the Marine Corps to deploy purpose-trained and tailored 
units with a smaller footprint. 

Second, the successful combat deployments of the MV-22 
Osprey as well as successful full ARG/MEU integration of the 
airframe have demonstrated the strengths and capabilities of 
the aircraft. Finally, the current size of a carrier air wing 
leaves an opportunity to use the aircraft carrier more 
efficiently, while expanding the capabilities inherent in a 
carrier strike group. Let’s fit the pieces of the puzzle together 
in reverse order. 

CSG Maritime Raid Force 
Today’s Nimitz-class aircraft carriers are not being used 

for maximum efficiency. While the “fighter gap” is not 
projected to hit the Navy for another couple of years, the 
reality is that today’s carrier air wing is smaller than the 
Nimitz class was designed to deploy. The Gerald R. Ford class 
will have even more room. The power of today’s super 
carriers comes from the precision fires that can be delivered 
more than the sheer number of airframes on the flight deck. 
This leaves room available for a few more airframes and a few 
more people, and the potential to increase the capability of the 
modern carrier strike group. 

The greatest strengths of the Osprey are its speed and 
range. The ability to get to targets over 1,000 miles away, 
while maintaining the element of surprise through speed far 
above that of an assault helicopter, can prove decisive when 
used for the right mission. One of the weaknesses identified of 
using the MV-22 in an ARG/MEU is the inability of current 
escort helicopters such as the AH-1 Cobra to keep up with the 
assault force. That isn’t a problem with the dozens of fixed-
wing jet aircraft available from the deck of a carrier. 

Recent interoperability training between Marines and 
Navy MH-60S helicopter detachments on board amphibious 
ships has demonstrated the ability of Navy helicopters to 
deliver Marine assault elements. For short distances, and 
missions that are better suited to assault helicopters than tilt-
rotors, the helicopter sea combat and maritime strike 
squadrons that are part of today’s carrier air wings provide an 
established capability. Operating as a Navy/Marine Corps 
team, smaller assaults for missions to include non-compliant 
or opposed visit, board, search, and seize missions (such as the 
Magellan Star takedown) would be possible from the deck of 
the carrier. 

The Marine Corps is already hard at work on developing 
smaller and more mobile combat units, as demonstrated by the 
exercises for Enhanced Company Operations, and the 
Company Landing Team. A great deal of experimentation has 
already been done, and exercises completed to develop the 
concept. A notional CSG Maritime Raid Force would be 
roughly the size of an embarked squadron, taking up the same 
number of racks and the same amount of space for equipment 
and aircraft. 

Organized as a Marine Air-Ground Task Force in 
miniature, it would be made up of a CoLT, an MV-22 
detachment, and a small logistical element. When not 
conducting raiding operations, the CSG MAGTF could 
provide expanded capabilities for theater security cooperation 
missions by the strike group. The size and shape of each 
element would require development by the Marine Corps 
Warfighting Lab and Navy Warfare Development Command 
and could be tailored for the maritime raiding capability 
desired and the space available. 

Irregular Blue/Green Team 
In The U.S. Navy’s Vision for Confronting Irregular 

Challenges, then-Chief of Naval Operations Admiral Gary 
Roughead called for the Navy to identify and develop the 
doctrine, tactics, and equipment required to face the 
asymmetric challenges of the 21st century. He stated that in 
order to develop our irregular-warfare capability “this effort 
demands changes in our thinking, our force, and its 
preparation.” Developing a CSG Maritime Raiding Force 
certainly challenges the conventional deployment of naval 
forces, but in doing so it would greatly expand the organic 
capability of a carrier strike group. 

In 1800 the USS Constitution was one of the nation’s 
newest warships, and was its largest and most powerful. It was 
built for the traditional naval warfare of squadron 
engagements and ship-versus-ship battles with the heavy guns. 
However, it carried a detachment of United States Marines. 
Because of this the ship and its crew were able to launch a 
successful maritime raid against a non-state enemy to counter 
an asymmetric threat in a third nation’s port. It’s a mission 
that does not sound all that unusual in the 21st century, and 
it’s a capability that we should look toward developing in the 
future just as we have in the past. 

Return to Index 
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42. It’s Hurry Up And Wait For Joint Strike Fighters 
(HILTON HEAD ISLAND PACKET 01 FEB 12) ... Editorial 

Welcome to the supersonic version of the tortoise and the 
hare. 

New delays in development and delivery of the next 
generation of fighter jets has communities all over America 
worried, but still clinging to hope that even as a tortoise the 
Joint Strike Fighter will someday cross the finish line. 

Beaufort County has a big stake in delivery of the most 
expensive weapon system the nation has ever seen. Marine 
Corps Air Station Beaufort is to be home to 88 Joint Strike 
Fighters, called F-35Bs. That assignment will re-up the 
usefulness of the air station, which is crucial to the local 
economy. 

But delays have gotten so serious, the term "chopping 
block" is tossed around and a caucus has formed in Congress 
to protect the program and the 127,000 jobs it promises in 47 
states. 

Even as workers in Beaufort County move mountains of 
dirt and make $352 million in upgrades at the air station to 
accommodate the F-35B squadrons, bad news is mixed with 
good news in Washington. 

The good news is that Secretary of Defense Leon Panetta 
took the Marine Corps version of the Joint Strike Fighter off 
what his predecessor Robert Gates called "probation." But 

Panetta's newly proposed Pentagon budget shows the finish 
line is still moving in the wrong direction. 

"In this budget, we have slowed procurement to complete 
more testing and allow for development changes before 
buying in significant quantities," Panetta said. 

It will take "a couple more years" to get it into full-rate 
production due to the need for more testing and more 
development work, said a deputy to Panetta. 

Adding to the worries, the Pentagon is facing $1 trillion in 
potential cuts. 

U.S. Sen. Lindsey Graham, the South Carolina 
Republican who is a leading voice on defense, says part of the 
problem is that Defense Department design engineers keep 
adding unnecessary bells and whistles to the F-35. 

Sen. John McCain, R-Ariz., said, "We are saddened with 
a program that has little to show for itself after 10 years and 
$56 billion in taxpayer investment." 

Neither senator wants to see the program axed. 
It is the only new-generation fighter jet in the pipeline. 

The average age of current fighting jets is more than 15 years. 
The Joint Strike Fighter will serve three branches of the 
service. Eight foreign partners have invested money and 
placed orders for the plane. For those reasons, we're betting on 
the tortoise and trusting that it will someday be a hare. 

Return to Index 
 

43. What Flows From U.S. Marines in Australia? 
(JAKARTA GLOBE (INDONESIA) 01 FEB 12) ... Geoff Wade 

That U.S. engagement with East Asia has grown in recent 
years is news to none. But as the dust settles following U.S. 
President Barack Obama’s announcement of the imminent 
stationing of U.S. marines in northern Australia, it is perhaps 
time to assess what this development might augur for the 
broader East Asian region in the longer term. 

The new deployment will involve the transfer of at least 
2,500 U.S. marines to northern Australia over the coming five 
years. U.S. naval and air forces will also increase their 
presence, and military exercises will be expanded. Given that 
Darwin is located only 800 kilometers from Indonesia and 
East Timor, reactions within the region have also been intently 
followed since the Nov. 16 announcement. 

China is one of the loudest critics, suggesting that the 
placement of U.S. marines in Darwin “indicated the 
persistence of a ‘Cold War mentality,’” and that this is the 
“starting point for the return of U.S. armed forces to Asia,” 
with the aim of “sowing discord between China and Asean 
[Association of Southeast Asian Nations].” While Indonesian 
Foreign Minister Marty Natalegawa has warned that the action 
could inflame regional relations, Asean members have 
generally produced cautious statements hiding a muted 
satisfaction with the announcement. And unsurprisingly, Japan 
has welcomed the news. 

Within Australia itself, there is vigorous debate on the 
new move. Hugh White, a professor of strategic studies at the 
Australian National University, avers that the deployment 
decision will have deep consequences for 

Australia’s relations with China, and that “in Washington 
and in Beijing, this will be seen as Australia aligning itself 

with an American strategy to contain China.” Clearly, the new 
deployment is responding to Southeast Asian and Western 
concerns about China’s burgeoning military and economic 
power in the region. And when all the euphemisms and 
rhetoric are stripped away, this is great power rivalry for 
influence and allies in maritime Asia. 

The Darwin deployment is only one part of a much larger 
regional strategy, placing U.S. forces far enough from Chinese 
missiles to be comfortable, but still sufficiently near to 
maritime Southeast Asian allies to swiftly engage if necessary. 
The proposed stationing of the U.S. Navy’s newest littoral 
combat ships in Singapore and the growing American naval 
and air force cooperation with Indonesia serve a similar 
function. 

This episode is the beginning of a major addition to U.S.-
led East Asian security architecture, involving the creation of 
a Southeast sector to the “Offshore Asia” security zone. The 
Northeast sector is already well in place, with U.S. bases and 
facilities in mainland Japan, Okinawa, South Korea and Guam 
being equipped with more than 80,000 service personnel and 
some of the world’s most advanced defense hardware. 
Establishing a maritime security umbrella in the Southeast 
sector of “Offshore Asia” (including the maritime Asean 
states, Australia/New Zealand, Papua New Guinea and some 
of the Pacific states) is now key to maintaining a balance of 
power in East Asia, and the U.S.’s stated aim of precluding the 
emergence of a regional hegemon. 

Why create a security shield just for “Offshore Asia” — 
the Asian maritime realm? Yes, maritime routes need to be 
kept open, especially while the South China Sea disputes 
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festers and demands attention. But most importantly, the 
rationale for this new strategy lies in a simple truth: the United 
States and its allies have overwhelming superiority in terms of 
maritime power. The U.S. Pacific Fleet alone comprises 180 
ships, nearly 2,000 aircraft and 125,000 service personnel. If 
the United States is to maintain influence in East Asia it needs 
to provide these countries with some convincing evidence of 
defense capacities, and the “Offshore Asia” security shield, 
utilizing U.S. “Air-Sea Battle” forces, is intended to do 
precisely this. 

What, then, of the mainland Southeast Asian states? 
Asean has been increasingly dividing along the mainland — 
island Southeast Asia fault line over the last decade, and China 
has been progressively drawing unto itself the polities and 
economies of the mainland. This is being done, with the 
assistance of the Asian Development Bank, through the 
creation of a Greater Mekong sub-region linking China and 
mainland Southeast Asia through economic corridors, which 
include Chinese high-speed rail networks linking mainland 
Southeast Asian capitals directly to Yunnan. And despite 
repeating the rhetoric of “Asean centrality” or “Asean as a 
fulcrum for regional architecture,” most parties now at least 
obliquely recognize that the organization is no longer united 
and that policies toward its component parts need to be 
differentiated — a practice that China has long been pursuing. 

The U.S. State Department-sponsored Lower Mekong 
Initiative, intended in some ways to counter this trend, is far 
too little and obviously too late. 

Meanwhile, Darwin, where the first U.S. marines will be 
stationed, provides the United States and its allies with 
unrivalled access to both the South China Sea and the Indian 
Ocean maritime routes. Initial reports also suggest that B-52 
long-range strategic bombers and other U.S. aircraft will be 
stationed at the RAAF Base at Tindal, about 320 kilometers 
southeast of Darwin. 

With Australian population centers and economic 
activities moving closer to Indonesia, and in fact closer to all 
of maritime Southeast Asia, the existing political, economic, 
social and military linkages with these areas will inevitably 
become more intense, strengthening the “Offshore Asia” 
grouping of which they will all be a part. 

The “Offshore Asia” security strategy, of which the 
Darwin deployment is an important element, promises to have 
huge effects on maritime Asia and on East Asian alliances for 
decades, if not centuries, to come. Whether this strategy will 
be a means of preserving peace in East Asia or will eventually 
be seen to constitute a casus belli remains, as they say, to be 
seen. 

Geoff Wade is a historian at the Institute of Southeast 
Asian Studies, Singapore. 
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44. War's Glass Ceiling 
Pentagon moves closer to allowing women to fight 
(BOSTON GLOVE 02 FEB 12) ... Juliette Kayyem 

Over 130 women have died in the wars in Afghanistan 
and Iraq, and yet they were not in combat. This paradox - 
women fight in wars but are not assigned to fighting in wars 
due to the Pentagon's exclusionary policy - is at the center of a 
long-simmering debate that has avoided much of the Lady 
Gaga-ness surrounding repeal of the military's ban on 
homosexuals. But if 2011 was the year of ending the “don't 
ask, don't tell” prohibition, 2012 begins with hints about a 
significant policy transformation regarding women in combat. 

Ladies, get your guns. And grenades. And possibly your 
gut-slitting knives. Military bureaucracy can be slow, and 
conservative, and even unwieldy, but it can't defend the 
paradox too much longer. 

To understand how women can fight, but still not be in 
combat, is all about definition. For decades, the Pentagon has 
been opening up roles for women to serve on combat aircraft, 
ships, and, as of 2010, even submarines. But, the prohibition 
against “direct ground combat,” known as DGC, has never 
changed. 

Pentagon policy uses phrases like “collocation” and 
“primary mission” to help explain the present panoply of rules 
governing women. It can be confusing to most civilians. More 
women are being brought closer to the combat line, without 
violating the DGC rule. The Marine Corps has created, for 
example, Female Engagement Teams to be assigned with, but 
not to, combat Marine Expeditionary Units because of a 
growing recognition that in many countries, male Marines 
ought not to engage civilian women. So, women are there with 
the very forces that are waging combat; they are in combat, 
but not “in combat.” Get it? 

Neither, often, does the military. Defense Department 
definitions prohibit women who are placed “well forward on 
the battlefield”; Army policy omits that phrase and instead 
adds that women will not be assigned to any forces that are 
“repelling the enemy.” 

Even forgiving the paternalism in all these rules, none of 
these definitions makes much sense when applied to modern 
warfare. As the Service Women's Action Network, an 
organization committed to repealing the ban, notes: “Iraq and 
Afghanistan exemplify asymmetric battlegrounds, where the 
potential for engagement in direct ground combat is ever 
present.” 

As the Pentagon faces the harsh realities of budget cuts 
and war, it is reviewing the utilization of all the skills of all its 
troops. Earlier in 2011, the Military Leadership Diversity 
Commission recommended ending the ban, noting that the rule 
creates a structural barrier that prohibits women from tactical 
field experience, which is the traditional route to becoming a 
flag or general officer. Only 24 of the Army's 403 general 
officers (6 percent) are female, for example, though women 
represent roughly 15 percent of the force. 

In response, Congress demanded that the service 
secretaries review all policies regarding female members. That 
report was due on April 15, 2011. The Pentagon asked for an 
extension through October. It missed that deadline, too. 

The delay is not unusual, but reflects the magnitude of the 
potential change ahead. Publicly, senior military and civilian 
leaders are expressing frustration with a policy that adheres to 
notions of physical aptitude or troop cohesion that were used 
to exclude African-Americans and gays in the past. 
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New Army Chief of Staff General Ray Odierno has said 
that initial Pentagon attempts to clarify the policy do not 
represent the “things that our women are doing in combat.” 
According to sources, first drafts held firm to the exclusionary 
policy, but that was before Oriderno had been elevated to his 
role. 

Last week, departing Army Vice Chief of Staff General 
Peter Chiarelli focused on the anachronism of the combat 
exclusion in an interview with the Washington Post. Chiarelli 
clearly wanted his final public statements in uniform to be 
remembered. Simply put: in a “nonlinear battlefield there are 
no safe jobs.” 

Army leadership is important here because the Army is 
the largest combat force. The internal debate at the Pentagon is 
about finding a unified approach without alienating too many 

of the troops. And it is being done in the midst of growing 
concerns about sexual assaults against female soldiers. 

Unlike with the ban on the homosexuals, the female 
combat exclusion is not a statutory prohibition; Defense 
Secretary Leon Panetta can change policy on his own. The 
Marines are said to be reluctant to change the policy, just as 
they were with “don't ask, don't tell.” 

The Pentagon is in its own internal war as it struggles to 
make its policy reflect the reality of warfare. The integration 
of African-Americans into the military is not too grand of an 
analogy for the challenges that the Pentagon will have to 
overcome. After that transformation, the military survived and 
became a model vehicle for blacks to break their proverbial 
glass ceiling. 

The lives of over 130 women suggest that theirs is broken 
already. 
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BBLLOOGGSS::  
45. EXCERPTS FROM BLOGS AROUND THE WORLD 
(PUBLISHED 30 JAN – 02 FEB 12) 

 
Navy Culinary Specialists-Without ‘em the Fleet Don’t 

Eat from Navy Live, January 31 
Gone are the days when Navy cooks just sling hash, serve 

“sh#t on a shingle,” and make Navy bean soup. Today’s 
culinary specialists (CS’s) are highly trained in preparing 
nutritious and delicious meals in sometimes less than ideal 
conditions. Whether it’s grilling on a ship operating in heavy 
seas, baking in a desert tent, sautéing while submerged in a 
submarine or braising at ten thousand feet–Navy CSs are 
deployed around the globe ensuring the men and women of 
America’s Navy operate at peak performance. 

We know this food doesn’t magically appear when our 
Sailors are ready for it. Much planning and detail goes into 
menu preparation and food creation. Today’s CS’s have 
greater culinary instruction than ever before with even more 
advanced training on the way. Recently instruction and 
competition events were held in Norfolk and San Diego to 
help our would-be “Bobby Flays” and “Cat Coras” hone their 
skills and see how they stack-up against their peers. If you 
didn’t know any better you would think the clips below were 
pulled directly from Food Network or Gordon Ramsey’s latest 
show on Fox. 

Norfolk–“Top Chop” Mid-Atlantic Regional Galley 
Competition 

View Clip (RT: 1:25) 
San Diego– 5th annual “Iron Chef” Competition for Navy 

Region Southwest, judged by award winning chef, Sam “The 
Cooking Guy” Zien, of the Discovery Health network’s, “Just 
Cook This!” 

View Clip (RT: 0:43) 
Key Take Aways Regarding Navy Culinary Specialists: 

 More than 7,000 deployed around the globe, feed on 
average more than 92 million wholesome and 
nutritious top quality meals per year, ensuring our 
fighting forces are operating at peak performance to 
respond to threats worldwide. 

 Nothing impacts Sailors on a day-to-day basis more 
than the great food our CSs prepare for them-these 
top quality meals directly contribute to Sailor quality 
of life and morale. 

Today’s CSs have greater culinary instruction than ever 
before-with even more advanced training on the way. Our 
Sailors, both afloat and ashore can look forward to healthier 
and better tasting meals in the near future. 

 
Cutting Your Teeth On Life: Dental Care Onboard 

USS Abraham Lincoln from Navy Live, February 1 
USS Abraham Lincoln is conducting maritime security 

operations as part of U.S. 5th Fleet — this means keeping sea 
lanes safe, and goods moving across the oceans. While we do 
hear about major news events involving the strike group, for 
Lincoln’s Sailors it is business as usual as they perform their 
daily tasks around the ship. It’s really a small city at sea, 
where you find people delivering mail, cutting hair, preparing 
meals and in the case of one small group of Sailors keeping 
the smiles of Lincoln Sailors bright. Among them is Hospital 
Corpsman First Class Laura Blanco, who’s specializes as a 
Field Service Dental Technician. 

“I have always been interested in the medical field. This 
job has set me up really well with a license that if I got out of 
the Navy right now I know that I would be fine.” 

Laura is from Los Angeles, and she has had the 
opportunity to gain skills in the field of dentistry while in the 
Navy, and she finds other special benefits of working in this 
profession. 

“What I enjoy mostly about my job is making sure my 
patients’ health is taken care of. It’s always a joy to see a 
patient when they first start off, when they aren’t doing so 
well with their flossing and their overall health, and then 
seeing them again in six months and actually noticing the 
difference in their tissue. They are way more interested in their 
health; it’s a big impact to me because I know that I made a 
difference in their life and in their health.” 

And while she is making an impact in the lives of others, 
she also takes the time to make an impact in her own life. 
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“It’s important to continue my personal education because 
having a degree will actually give me a greater opportunity if I 
ever decide to pursue a career outside the military. It sets the 
example for my junior Sailors as well, it gives them something 
to look up to or follow.” 

With her studying, she sets a good example to the junior 
Sailors on the ship. An example that lasts a lifetime. 

“I like to lead my Sailors by example and I try to mentor 
them by talking to them and getting to know them. I think to 
me, that is the most important thing: knowing who your 
Sailors are and how to approach and interact with each and 
every one of them.” 

Laura’s life isn’t all work and no play, though. She has 
found ways to pursue one of her life-long hobbies. 

“I love doing hair in my free time, it’s very relaxing. In 
my past I would do a lot of hair, even when I was young and 
playing with dolls.” 

And at the end of the day, when she needs to get away 
from the office, there are still places she can go, even in the 
middle of the ocean. 

“Going out on the fantail is like a retreat from dental. 
When I am having a hard day, I go out and feel the breeze and 
sunlight and look out into the ocean. It is a sense of relaxation 
where you kind of forget about your problems for a minute.” 

It is during this time, watching the reflections of light off 
the waves, that Laura has the opportunity to reflect on how the 
Navy has helped her cut her teeth on life over the last dozen 
years. 

Laura Blanco is very passionate about her Sailors’ 
professional accomplishments and the Navy as a whole. She is 
married, has two boys, and is the proud owner of a Great 
Dane. She believes that everyone is different and they have 
something to bring to the table. If she could give something 
back to the world, it would be understanding. As a leader, she 
believes we need to take the time to understand and know our 
people, taking into account their individuality. This will help 
us understand where they are coming from and assist us 
through the process of mentoring. 

 
 
We Should All Live So Long — And Well by Bill 

McMichael from The Scoop Deck (Navy Times), January 
31 

Reaching 100 years of age is remarkable enough. But the 
Navy made it extra special for a former Navy Seabee Dec. 2. 

Retired Capt. James R. Mims, the nation’s oldest living 
Seabee, was made an honorary member of Amphibious 
Construction Battalion 2 by the unit’s top Sailor, Command 
Master Chief (SCW) Johnny DeSarro, during Mims’ 100th 
birthday party, held at the Oaks Country Club in Richmond, 
Va.. Mims also received a U.S. flag flown over the Capitol 
building, a birthday greeting from President Obama and a very 
cool commemorative paddle. 

Mims has experienced some remarkable moments in his 
life. In DeSarro’s words, Mims “served at Okinawa during 
World War II, swore in the first 25 frogmen, known today as 
Navy SEALs, and met and spoke with Adm. Ben Moreell” — 
the father of the Seabees. 

DeSarro wanted to hear more about all that, so he 
returned to Richmond Dec. 19 to meet Mims at his hangout — 
a local restaurant called Joe’s Inn, where Mims goes every 

Friday for a meeting of the Bon Air Rotary Club — where he 
has a 56-year perfect attendance record. 

Naval Surface Force Atlantic released the Mims story on 
the day after the start of Bold Alligator, the largest Navy-
Marine Corps amphibious exercise in a decade. The timing 
was splendid because Mims had some stories to tell about one 
of the biggest amphibious assaults in history. 

Mims was a Civil Engineer Corps cargo officer during 
that mission and his task that day was to rendezvous with the 
main Seabee camp, according to the story, by SURFLANT 
Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class (SW/AW) Jonathan 
Pankau. 

“We rode on a (Landing Ship Tank) from Saipan to 
Okinawa in 1945 on an Easter Sunday morning,” Mims told 
Pankau. “There were 1,400 ships in that operation and we had 
some Marines in an Army DUKW (a six-wheel-drive 
amphibious truck used for transporting goods and troops over 
land and water and for use approaching and crossing beaches 
in amphibious attacks) heading for the east side of the island,” 
said Mims. 

Their mission was to trick the enemy by drawing fire to 
their location on the eastern coast of Okinawa and to delay 
Japanese reserve troops, according to Pankau. The main 
landing force assaulted the beach on the western coast that 
Easter Sunday, supported by the 2nd Marine Battalion’s 
effective decoy tactics. 

“About halfway to the shore we started drawing fire so 
the LST driver turned around to lay down a smoke screen,” 
Mims told Pankau. “We repeated this several times to draw 
the fire away from the west. The Army guy driving the LST 
wouldn’t go all the way to the beach so we had to jump out 
and wade through the water while the enemy was laying down 
strafing fire by us.” 

Exhaustion set in after two days of combat without sleep 
and Mims found an abandoned fox hole to take shelter in. As 
he looked up from his fox hole, a formation of Japanese 
fighter planes passed overhead. 

“I don’t know whether they were kamikazes or what but 
they flew so low I could see the first pilot’s face. I’ll never 
forget the smile on his face,” Mims told Pankau. 

Earlier, Mims had a brush with another seminal moment 
in naval history: The forming of the Navy SEALs. 

Today’s SEALs trace their lineage to a group of 
volunteers selected from the Seabees in the spring of 1943, 
according to Naval Special Warfare Command. Mims was the 
enlisting officer for the first 25 frogmen, according to the 
story. 

“I was at Camp Perry at the time and a lieutenant said to 
me ‘I want you to go out there and swear in those frogmen.’ 
And so, as a junior lieutenant, I went out there and swore them 
in and then I said, ‘What’s a frogman?’ Turns out they were 
the beginning of the SEALs.” 

Mims had no idea that he swore in the original 25 
frogmen until he saw a familiar name in an obituary in the 
Richmond paper naming one of the first frogmen. He later saw 
them in action and described the night operation he witnessed, 
where the frogmen pulled onto the beach in rubber rafts. They 
performed reconnaissance missions and set up targets for 
bombing and troop placements. Mims laughed, Pankau wrote, 
as he recalled the sign they left up for the Marines that said, 
“What kept you?” 
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DeSarro said that making a Mims an honorary member of 
the unit was special. 

“We (Seabees) are fiercely proud of our heritage and we 
are very protective of anything that ties us to our history,” 
DeSarro said. “Making the paddle for him ties us back, in a 
big way, to our legacy and our heritage. 

“Everything we do as Seabees, we do to live up to the 
expectations of our predecessors,” he said. “We bear the 
burden of carrying on the Seabee tradition that men like Capt. 
Mims laid out before us.” 

 
Biting Off More Than You Can Chew by Derek 

Nelson from Navy Live, January 30 
This blog post comes from Derek Nelson from the Naval 

Safety Center who asks – and answers – the question, “is it 
better to know more than you’ve forgotten?” This “safety 
guy” gives a serious subject. 

I’ve gotten lots of mileage out of two closely-related 
quotations through the years, and scarcely a week goes by that 
I don’t gather new evidence as to their basic truth. 

The first is from Clint Eastwood’s movie-cop “Dirty 
Harry” Callahan: “A man’s got to know his limitations.” The 
second is from 18th-century English poet Alexander Pope, 
who wrote, “A little learning is a dangerous thing.” 

When you are unfamiliar with an activity — you’ve never 
ridden an ATV or gone rock climbing, for example — you 
realize that you’re clueless and (one would hope) act 
accordingly. But after you’ve been doing something 
successfully for a while, it can be hard to tell how many more 
skills you need to acquire. Do you know 10 percent of what 
you need to know, or 90 percent? And where would you like 
to discover the fact that you’re on the low end of the 
knowledge scale? I’ll bet that it isn’t when you’re heading into 
a 35-mph curve on your new motorcycle at 50 mph. 
Incidentally, believe it or not, there is gravel on roads 
sometimes, another fact you don’t want to simultaneously 
discover. 

Granted, most of us would rather brag about how great we 
are. But if you don’t follow Dirty Harry’s advice, activities 
that start out as fun and exciting end up in painful and 
expensive trips to the ER. You run the risk of self-inflicting 
some other limitations, such as how well your arms and legs 
work. You may be living with those self-inflicted results for a 
surprisingly long time, and you probably won’t be doing much 
mountain biking or wake surfing while you heal. 

Two social psychologists at a university did a study 
involving a number of tests. They asked participants to 
estimate how well they would perform before they took each 
test. The result: The participants who rated themselves highest 
did worst. And the reverse was true: People who scored high 
tended to underestimate their skills. When the people who had 
overrated themselves got some training, they became less sure 
of themselves. They had gained a notion of how much more 
there was to learn. 

I’m often surprised (and skeptical) at how much alleged 
“experience” the people in mishap reports claim to have had at 
the time they did the bone-headed stunt that landed them in the 
report. Here’s what doesn’t count as “experience”: bad habits, 
risky behaviors, and doing something wrong repeatedly. Some 
people, over the course of a decade, get 10 years of 
experience; others get one year, repeated 10 times. 

Perusing a special “complacency” issue of Approach 
magazine, I found a terrific one-liner about the cause of 
aircraft mishaps: “Usually it is because someone does too 
much too soon, followed very quickly by too little too late.” If 
that doesn’t describe most of the motorcycle wrecks I’ve read 
about lately, I don’t know what does: too much acceleration, 
and too little learning the limitations of the bike’s brakes and 
the rider’s own skills. 

Same goes for a lot of what mishap reports refer to as 
“inadvertent actuations,” which is the weakest possible way to 
describe the noise and damage that result when someone fires 
a weapon by mistake and the round tears a hole in the nearest 
wall, ceiling, or body part. These mishaps are invariably the 
result of not following the simple rules of weapons handling, 
getting way too comfortable with a weapon, and/or not getting 
enough training (or, more likely, not paying attention to the 
training someone was trying to give you). They may be highly 
experienced and have no shortage of learning, but they still 
underestimate the powers of complacency and distraction. 

The basic rules of handling weapons aren’t that hard to 
follow. And if there is one place where you have to know your 
limitations, it’s when your index finger is near a trigger. 

As with any other exciting and non-mandatory activity 
involving such things as cliffs, whitewater rapids, snow-
covered mountains, noisy engines and adrenaline, the point 
isn’t to avoid the activity. The point is to do it in a way that 
ensures you will be able to keep doing it for as long as you 
please, thereby compiling all sorts of cool memories and 
priceless experiences. And the way you do that is by getting 
smart, not by winging it. You overcome limitations not by 
ignoring them but by acknowledging them. 

Granted, this means starting at something less than 
whatever is the equivalent of turning the volume knob up to 
10. So be it. Everybody is in too much of a hurry these days, 
anyway. 

View Clip (RT: 1:00) 
 
To Boldly Go… A Tricorder For The Navy? From 

Navy Live, February 1 
‘Star Trek‘ movies and TV series spelled big business for 

Paramount Pictures. Trekkers-and we all know (or are) one-
can rattle off dozens of fictional devices straight from the 
scenes of the sci-fi powerhouse. 

But did the movie reel influence a real-life medical 
device? 

We’re not writing this off to the old adage that “life 
imitates art,” but, it’s pretty hard to dismiss the uncanny 
functional similarities between Star Trek’s tricorder and the 
Infrascanner, a device sponsored by the Office of Naval 
Research (ONR) and approved by the FDA December 2011. 
Both hand-held devices scanned for varying degrees of injury. 

The Infrascanner uses near-infrared technology to 
penetrate the skull and locate bleeding in the brain, according 
to ONR officials. (Hollywood hasn’t divulged the inner 
workings of the tricorder just yet.) 

“Naval warfighters, on ship or land, may be a great 
distance away from any definitive medical care,” said Dr. 
Michael Given, ONR’s program manager for expeditionary 
medicine, combat casualty care. “So something like this could 
be very useful, almost essential.” 
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Current medical imaging machines, like x-rays or MRIs, 
are too big and heavy for all but the largest ships like aircraft 
carriers — so you can understand why they don’t work for 
expeditionary forces in remote locations. 

So, while ONR may be focused on equipping ships and 
personnel with advanced medical technology for actual 
practice, it may have just set the bar for future explorers “to 
boldly go where no man has gone before.“ 

View Clip (RT: 2:43) 
 
Strengthening the U.S.–Philippines Security Alliance: 

More Visits, More Exercises by Robert Warshaw from 
The Foundry (Heritage Foundation), January 31 

According to press reports, the Philippines and the United 
States are exploring ways to expand U.S. military presence in 
the region, including increasing Navy port visits, increasing 
the size and frequency of military exercises, rotating maritime 
patrol aircraft, and possibly even rotating U.S. soldiers 
through Philippine military facilities. 

Philippine defense and foreign ministry officials met with 
their U.S. counterparts last week for the second Bilateral 
Strategic Dialogue to discuss various options, as they 
reaffirmed their commitment to the Manila Deliration in a 
joint statement. Secretary of State Hillary Clinton and Defense 
Secretary Leon Panetta are now scheduled to meet with their 
Philippine counterparts in March to elevate the dialogue. 

This is certainly very welcome news. Heritage analysts 
have been pushing for the same measures and an increased 
commitment to the Philippines for some time now. Through 
myriad papers and events, Heritage has consistently reminded 
Washington that the U.S.–Philippines alliance remains 
extremely relevant in today’s environment and that the U.S. is 
treaty obligated to support the Philippines amidst the ongoing 
challenges presented by China’s rise and its increased 
belligerence, especially in the South China Sea. 

The archipelagic Philippines, the oldest of America’s five 
treaty allies in Asia, has sought increased U.S. aid as it shifts 
its defense priorities toward maritime security and territorial 
protection, primarily against Chinese incursion. Since early 
2011, Chinese vessels and aircraft have buzzed, rammed, and 
harassed ships within Philippine territorial waters on several 
occasions as China has tried to assert its dominance over the 
entire South China Sea. 

The Obama Administration has, to its credit, stepped up 
to the plate in response. Standing atop the deck of an 
American destroyer in Manila Bay, Secretary Clinton asserted 
that “the United States will always be in the corner of the 
Philippines.” The U.S. has provided the Philippine navy with 
its most modern vessel, a versatile former Coast Guard cutter; 
has committed to a second last November, and is considering 
providing as many as two more. 

The U.S. maintains some 600 special forces trainers in 
Mindanao to help the Philippines’ combat Abu Sayyaf, an al-
Qaeda-affiliated terrorist group. The two sides participated in 
their 28th annual Amphibious Landing Exercise last October 

and have planned joint exercises in Chinese-claimed waters 
for mid-March. 

Unfortunately, the Administration’s defense cuts 
complicate its ability to fulfill its commitments to the peace 
and security of the region. The Administration should revisit 
the decisions made in the Pentagon’s new budget with an eye 
toward fully funding the capabilities that underlie America’s 
predominant security role in the Asia-Pacific and, ultimately, 
the security of the Philippines and our many allies and 
partners. 

For its part, the Philippine government should assuage 
any domestic concern over the U.S.–Philippines military 
relationship through a broad public outreach program about 
the importance of the U.S.–Philippines Mutual Defense 
Treaty, educating its citizens that no one is advocating 
permanent U.S. bases or a full-scale military return to Clark 
Air Base and Subic Bay—that chapter has closed. Rather, the 
two sides should look to the new rotation of U.S. Marines 
through Darwin, Australia, as an example of how increased 
cooperation would be on a “places, not bases” system pursuant 
to the Visiting Forces Agreement. 

Moreover, the U.S. should follow up on its commitments 
in these discussions. Beyond emphasizing freedom of 
navigation in the South China Sea, through which roughly 
$1.2 trillion of U.S. trade passes annually, the U.S. should 
explore lend-lease programs and boost excess defense article 
transfers. The U.S. is in ongoing discussions with the 
Philippines about its modest equipment requests—patrol 
boats, radars, surveillance planes, etc. The Philippines, 
however, have an interest in acquiring F-16s and a larger 
warship as well. The U.S. should make these available and 
work with the Filipinos to ensure the manpower and training 
necessary to operate them. 

Finally, China should understand that a stronger U.S.–
Philippines alliance greatly enhances regional stability, which 
is in China’s interest. Through its alliance system, the U.S. 
guaranteed the stable environment that allowed China’s 
economic growth. Likewise, a stronger U.S. presence in the 
region would help prevent miscalculation, promote regional 
cooperation, and protect vital Sea Lanes of Communication 
for all parties, guaranteeing more unfettered economic growth. 

This is certainly not a “Cold War mentality.” Chinese 
threats of “making the Philippines pay” in Global Times op-
eds are completely unwarranted and damaging to the peaceful 
development of the region. 

With Philippine President Benigno Aquino planning a 
state visit to the U.S. in May or June, the U.S. and the 
Philippines should strive to have some new military-to-
military initiatives ready for Aquino and President Obama to 
announce during his visit. That would go a long way toward 
reiterating U.S. commitment to our oldest ally in Asia. It 
would be a fitting way to cap two years of rapidly converging 
interests in closer relations. 
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This Week in the War of 1812: 
On July 4, 1813, Joshua Barney, a Revolutionary War naval hero, submitted a plan to Secretary of the Navy 
William Jones to form a small number of warships in the Chesapeake Bay to protect and defend the region. 
The plan was accepted and Barney went on to command a fleet of gunboats, each equipped with a large gun 
to distract the invading British. While the squadron was successful at harassing the Royal Navy, they were 
ultimately unable to stop the British campaign that later led to the occupying and burning of many public 
buildings in Washington, D.C. For more information on the War of 1812, visit hhttttpp::////wwwwww..oouurrffllaaggwwaassssttiilllltthheerree..oorrgg// 

  
TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. How The Navy Protects America 
(BOSTON GLOBE 29 JUN 12) ... Admiral Mark Ferguson, Vice Chief of Naval Operations 

America needs a strong Navy now more than ever. 
 

2. Navy Week Highlights Boston’s Maritime Heritage 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 29 JUN 12) ... Rodrique Ngowi 

BOSTON — Thousands of Sailors aboard naval ships from around the world are gathering in Boston to mark the 200th 
anniversary of the War of 1812 and the Star-Spangled Banner, an event that coincides with this year’s Boston Harborfest, a Fourth of 
July festival showcasing the city’s maritime and colonial heritage. 

 
3. On Day Off, They Continue To Serve 
20 from Navy, Marines happy to help out at Pine Street Inn shelter 
(BOSTON GLOBE 02 JUL 12) ... Matt Rocheleau 

Anthony Murphy has served in the Navy for nearly eight years. Visiting Boston this week for Navy Week, the 27-year-old 
boatswain's mate second class from North Carolina, was on a liberty day. He could have been doing anything he wanted on a warm, 
sunny Sunday afternoon. 

 
4. 'Green Fleet' Sails, Meets Stiff Headwinds In Congress 
(REUTERS 02 JUL 12) ... David Alexander 

WASHINGTON -- A U.S. Navy oiler slipped away from a fuel depot on the Puget Sound in Washington state one recent day, 
headed toward the central Pacific and into the storm over the Pentagon's controversial green fuels initiative. 

 
5. Meet The Next MCPON 
Stevens Praised As Strong Leader With ‘Compassion’ For Sailors 
(NAVY TIMES 09 JUL 12) ... Joshua Stewart 

When Navy leaders earlier this year were poised to order fleet wide breath testing to stem alcohol abuse, Fleet Master Chief 
(AW/NAC) Mike Stevens advised them to slow down, saying a gradual approach was needed to ensure the right policies and 
procedures were in place. 

 

CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
6. U.S. Hosts 22 Nations In Hawaii For Naval Training 
Exercises show America's new focus on Pacific 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 30 JUN 12) ... Audrey McAvoy 

PEARL HARBOR, Hawaii - About 25,000 Sailors and other military personnel from 22 nations are converging on Hawaii in the 
world's largest naval exercises to practice hunting for submarines and catching pirates. 
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7. U.S. Reaches Out To China, But Not For Naval Maneuvers 
(NEW YORK TIMES 30 JUN 12) ... Jane Perlez 

BEIJING — As the United States’ top military commander for Asia and the Pacific wrapped up a four-day tour of China on 
Friday, a large multinational maritime war exercise hosted by the United States was getting under way in the waters off Hawaii. China 
was not invited. 

 
8. U.S.-Philippines Naval Exercises Start 
(PHILIPPINE STAR 02 JUL 12) ... Jaime Laude 

GENERAL SANTOS CITY – Hundreds of Filipino and American sailors will conduct minesweeping and night sea insertion 
operations in this year's joint Cooperation Afloat Readiness and Training (CARAT), which will also put to test the effectiveness of the 
multi-million dollar U.S. and Australian-funded Coast Watch South project in Mindanao Sea. 

 
9. USS Chicago Visits Yokosuka During Western Pacific Deployment 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 29 JUN 12) ... Lt. Lara Bollinger, Submarine Group 7 Public Affairs 

FLEET ACTIVITIES YOKOSUKA, Japan -- The Los Angeles-class fast attack submarine USS Chicago (SSN 721) arrived at 
Fleet Activitites Yokosuka June 29 for its first port visit as part of its Western Pacific deployment. 

 
10. U.S. Naval Hospital Docks In Subic 
(PHILIPPINE STAR 02 JUL 12) ... Anthony Bayarong 

SUBIC BAY, Freeport - The United States Navy’s premier hospital ship will dock in Subic Bay on Monday to participate in a 
humanitarian mission in the Pacific, according to the U.S. Embassy in Manila. 

 
11. Work On The NAS Oceana Flight Line Heats Up 
(WVEC ABC NORFOLK 29 JUN 12) ... Mike Gooding 

VIRGINIA BEACH -- A heat wave hit Hampton Roads hard on Friday, but very few experience the heat like Navy service 
members working on the flight line of Naval Station Oceana. 

 
12. MSRON 4 Returns From Six-Month Deployment 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 29 JUN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Steven C. Hoskins, Navy Expeditionary Combat 
Command Public Affairs 

VIRGINIA BEACH, Va. -- Eighty-four Sailors from Maritime Expeditionary Security Squadron (MSRON) 4, returned home 
June 27, from a six-month deployment to Rota, Spain. 

 
13. Seabees Build Friendships With Honduran Children 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 29 JUN 12) ... Lt. John Quin, Missouri National Guard Public Affairs 

MORALES, Honduras -- Seabees of Mobile Construction Battalion 23 conducted a ribbon cutting ceremony June 26, for a new 
school they constructed for Honduran children. 

 
14. Warship Deploys With Record 4 Northrop Drones 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 29 JUN 12) ... Gary Robbins 

The frigate Klakring deployed from Mayport, Florida on Friday carrying a record four Fire Scout drones, all which were 
developed at Northrop Grumman's San Diego plants. The deployment represents a major expansion of the Navy's testing of unmanned 
aerial vehicles in maritime surveillance. 

 

GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
15. Japan To Buy 1st F-35s Despite Cost Rise 
(DEFENSE NEWS 01 JUL 12) ... Paul Kallender-Umezu 

TOKYO — Japan has agreed to purchase four Lockheed Martin F-35 Joint Strike Fighters despite the cost of each jet jumping 
nearly $4 million from the price negotiated in December, a consequence of the Pentagon’s decision to trim overall production in the 
early stages. 

 
16. Navy Trains For PH’s 2nd Hamilton Class Cutter 
(ABS-CBN NEWS (PHILIPPINES) 01 JUL 12) 

MANILA, Philippines -- Around 90 members of the Philippine Navy are now in South Carolina, United States to learn how to 
man the country’s second Hamilton class cutter, which is due to arrive in the country in November. 
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17. Tensions Derail Japan-Korea Pact 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 30 JUN 12) ... Evan Ramstad and Yuka Hayashi 

Seoul deferred plans Friday to sign a modest military cooperation pact in Tokyo after news of the accord sparked a flood of 
domestic criticism, a sudden move that shows how historical tensions between South Korea and Japan continue to hamper efforts at 
improving relations. 

 
18. Iran Plans War Games As Oil Embargo Begins 
The military exercise involves firing missiles at models of foreign bases in the desert. 
(LOS ANGELES TIMES 02 JUL 12) ... Ramin Mostaghim 

TEHRAN -- As a European Union oil embargo took effect, a defiant Iran said Sunday that it was beginning a new round of war 
games that would involve firing missiles at models of foreign air bases. 

 
19. Turkey Weighs Its Options For Syria 
Angry rhetoric from Ankara, but no overt military response 
(WASHINGTON POST 02 JUL 12) ... Justin Vela 

ISTANBUL — When Syrian forces shot down a Turkish reconnaissance jet last month, Turkey vowed to take “necessary steps” 
and its prime minister declared Syria a “clear and present danger.” 

 
20. Indian Defense Panel OKs $4B Purchase 
(DEFENSE NEWS 02 JUL 12) ... Vivek Raghuvanshi 

NEW DELHI — India's Defence Acquisition Council (DAC), the De-fence Ministry's top procurement body, has approved the 
purchase of $4 billion in military equipment. 

 
21. Bulgarian Navy Earns Praise In Breeze 2012 Naval Drills 
(SOFIA NEWS AGENCY (BULGARIA) 29 JUN 12) 

The Bulgarian Navy has been praised by Bulgaria's Defense Minister Anyu Angelov for its performance during the Breeze 2012 
naval drills. 

 

PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
22. Bi-Partisan Bill Combines Wide Array Of Veterans Programs 
(NAVY TIMES 09 JUL 12) ... Rick Maze 

Congressional negotiators have crammed two years’ worth of pending veterans legislation into one bill they hope to get approved 
by the end of the summer. 

 
23. Thousands Of Troops Get $2,500 Tax Break 
Credit Adopted To Help Low-Income Families, But Even Senior Officers Can Qualify 
(NAVY TIMES 09 JUL 12) ... Andrew Tilghman 

Thousands of troops — including many high-level officers — are pocketing extra cash each year by invoking a federal tax credit 
that was designed to help low-income families. 

 
24. Earliest Care Key To Cut Combat Deaths 
Study: Survival possible in 25% of battlefield fatalities 
(USA TODAY 02 JUL 12) ... Gregg Zoroya 

FREDERICK, Md. -- About one of every four U.S. servicemembers killed in combat in Iraq or Afghanistan in the past decade -- 
about 1,000 people -- might have survived with more advanced combat medicine on the battlefield, according to an Army study. 

 
25. 23 States Ease Professional Licensing Rules For Spouses 
(NAVY TIMES 09 JUL 12) ... Karen Jowers 

Twelve more states have adopted laws to make it easier for military spouses to have portable careers, more than doubling the 
number since February, when first lady Michelle Obama began to draw attention to the issue. 

 
26. Troops Need To Make Arrangements Now To Vote In November 
(STARS AND STRIPES 29 JUN 12) ... Leo Shane III 

WASHINGTON – The presidential election is still more than four months away, but defense officials are reminding troops to get 
their absentee ballot paperwork taken care of now. 
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27. Pensacola Navy Commands Embrace Diversity With Festival 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 29 JUN 12) ... Ed Barker, Naval Education and Training Command Public Affairs 

PENSACOLA, Fla. -- Naval Education and Training Command (NETC) and Naval Air Station Pensacola (NASP) area 
commands embraced diversity with a festival for military and government workers, June 28. 

 
28. Army, Navy Square Off In Cook-Off 
(MSNBC 01 JUL 12) 

TODAY’s Jenna Wolfe and Peter Alexander are joined by representatives of the U.S. Army and Navy for the annual Fourth of 
July cook-off on the Plaza. 

 
29. Astronaut Alan Poindexter Dies In Jet Ski Accident At Pensacola Beach 
(PENSACOLA NEWS JOURNAL 02 JUL 12) 

A retired NASA astronaut died Sunday afternoon following a jet ski crash in Little Sabine Bay at Pensacola Beach, officials from 
the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission reported. 

 
30. CO, Top Enlisted Sacked At Pax River Health Clinic 
12th Commanding Officer Fired This Year 
(NAVY TIMES 09 JUL 12) ... Joshua Stewart 

The commanding officer and the command master chief of Naval Health Clinic Patuxent River, Md., have been fired after an 
inspector general’s investigation and administrative reviews, continuing a crackdown on poor leadership in the medical community. 

 

FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
31. DoD Reprograms $8B, Pakistan Closure Costs $2.1B 
(DEFENSE NEWS 30 JUN 12) ... Marcus Weisgerber 

Pakistan’s refusal to let NATO access its ports and roads into Afghanistan has cost the U.S. Defense Department more than $2.1 
billion in extra transportation costs to move supplies and equipment in and out of the country. 

 
32. Pentagon, CEOs Team Up To Fight Sequestration Cuts 
(DEFENSE NEWS 30 JUN 12) ... Zachary Fryer-Biggs and Marcus Weisgerber 

The Pentagon is working with defense industry CEOs to tell Congress it must take immediate action to avoid automatic budget 
cuts, Defense Secretary Leon Panetta said during a June 29 briefing. 

 
33. U.S. Navy Boosting LCS Core Crew Up To 50% 
(DEFENSE NEWS 02 JUL 12) ... Christopher P. Cavas 

Years after Sailors and planners realized the crew size of littoral combat ships was too small, the U.S. Navy has decided to 
increase the number of Sailors on the ships. 

 
34. Top Ship Inspector Takes On USN’S LCS 
(DEFENSE NEWS 02 JUL 12) ... Christopher P. Cavas 

The U.S. Navy Board of Inspection and Survey (INSURV) in June conducted a "special trial" of the littoral combat ship (LCS) 
Freedom in San Diego, an evolution between a normal, material inspection and an acceptance trial. Rear Adm. Robert Wray, president 
of INSURV, was aboard for that inspection, and spoke on June 21 about the special trial. 

 
35. Persistent Patrol 
Navy details MQ-4C plans while continuing BAMS crash investigation 
(AVIATION WEEK 02 JUL 12) ... Guy Norris 

LOS ANGELES -- Maritime patrol is a mission as old as the naval service, but with the advent of the unmanned MQ-4C Triton, 
the seagoing version of the Global Hawk, the U.S. Navy plans to elevate this definition to an entirely new level. 

 
36. U.S. Submarine Fire Review Board Set Up 
Board Formed To Review Fire Aboard Sub Miami 
(DEFENSE NEWS 29 JUN 12) ... Christopher P. Cavas 

A fireman walks off the U.S. nuclear submarine USS Miami the morning after an intense fire burned out the submarine's forward 
interior. (U.S. Navy) 
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37. NASSCO To Take Over Virginia Shipyard 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 29 JUN 12) ... Gary Robbins 

For the second time in a year, defense giant General Dynamics has purchased a shipyard and placed it under the control of 
NASSCO, the ship building and repair company headquartered on San Diego Bay. 

 

BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
38. A Classy Arrival: USS Wasp Part Of Navy Week In Boston 
(ANDOVER (MA) EAGLE-TRIBUNE 01 JUL 12) ... Alexandra Pecci 

Confession: I don't usually listen to the flight attendant's pre-flight safety announcements before I fly commercial. But preparing 
to board a Navy MH-53 helicopter is a little bit different. I'm definitely listening now. 

 
39. OpSail Boston Opens With A Bang 
(BOSTON GLOBE 01 JUL 12) ... Martine Powers 

On the opening day of Boston’s tall ship festival, nautical crews at the Fish Pier couldn’t help but exhibit a little friendly 
competition. 

 
40. Sailors, Marines Donate Time To Homeless 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 30 JUN 12) ... Mass Communications Specialist 2nd Class Sunday Williams, Navy Public Affairs Support 
Element, Norfolk 

BOSTON -- Sailors and Marines volunteered to prepare and serve meals for the homeless as part of several community relations 
(COMREL) outreach projects held during Boston Navy Week June 29. 

 
41. Imaginations Take Flight At Air Show 
(PORTSMOUTH (NH) HERALD 01 JUL 12) ... Suzanne Laurent 

PORTSMOUTH — They came out for the thunder of the blue-and-yellow fighter jets, and they weren't disappointed. 
 

42. The Great Lakes Region Played A Key Role In The War Of 1812, And You Can Visit Several 
Important Sites 
(CLEVELAND PLAIN DEALER 30 JUN 12) ... Susan Glaser 

It's time to remember the forgotten war. 
 

43. Navy Announces Building Plan For SEALs 
Navy SEALs need more facilities to support growth 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 29 JUN 12) ... Jeanette Steele 

To make room for more Navy SEALs, the Navy is considering adding facilities along the Silver Strand and around Coronado, in a 
10-year building push that could start as soon as mid 2014. 

 
44. VB Dedicates New Seabees Headquarters 
(WAVY NBC NORFOLK 29 JUN 12) 

VIRGINIA BEACH, Va. -- The First Naval Construction Division (1NCD) has officially dedicated its new headquarters building 
on Joint Expeditionary Base Little Creek-Fort Story. 

 
45. Indiana’s Wish Fund Child Visits Surface Fleet 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 30 JUN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Christine Walker-Singh, Naval Surface Forces 
Public Affairs 

SAN DIEGO -- A nine-year-old diagnosed with a Stage IV Wilms' tumor, received a wish sponsored by the Indiana Children's 
Wish Fund of Indianapolis, to spend a day visiting elements of Commander, Naval Surface Force, U.S. Pacific Fleet in San Diego, 
Calif., June 22. 

 
46. WWII Veteran Gets His Wish, Tours Modern Submarine 
(BRUNSWICK (GA) NEWS 29 JUN 12) ... Gordon Jackson 

KINGS BAY, Ga. — World War II Navy veteran Dan Edwards has fond memories of his time serving aboard submarines. 
 

47. Environmentalists Knock EPA's OK Of Plan To Sink Ships During Exercises 
(HONOLULU STAR-ADVERTISER 29 JUN 12) ... William Cole 

HONOLULU — As the Navy touts upcoming biofuel tests in what it has dubbed the "Great Green Fleet" during Rim of the 
Pacific war games off Hawaii, environmentalists are decrying the planned sinking of three old Navy ships as polluting the sea. 
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48. Japan's Okinawa, Iwakuni Reject U.S. Plan To Deploy Osprey Aircraft 
(KYODO NEWS 01 JUL 12) 

NAHA/IWAKUNI, Japan, -- Okinawa Gov. Hirokazu Nakaima rejected a U.S. plan to deploy the MV-22 Osprey transport 
aircraft at the Marine Corps' Futenma Air Station in the southwestern Japan prefecture during talks Sunday with visiting Japanese 
Defense Minister Satoshi Morimoto, citing safety concerns after a series of accidents abroad involving the aircraft. 

 

NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
49. Sorrow's Best Friend 
Service dogs named for fallen soldiers are giving help and solace to veterans beset by war trauma 
(BOSTON GLOBE 01 JUL 12) ... Katie Johnston 

LEXINGTON, N.C. -- Two years after returning to Massachusetts from Iraq, the worst memories of her combat experience began 
to resurface for Natasha Young-Alicea: Five dead Marines, killed while dismantling unexploded bombs; the bloody gear she collected 
for disposal; the personal belongings that she sorted, packed, and returned to grieving families. 

 
50. USS Constitution’s Forgotten, Brave Crew Honored 
(BOSTON GLOBE 01 JUL 12) ... Peter Schworm 

Undefeated in battle, a wooden vessel so stalwart it became known as Old Ironsides, the USS Constitution is perhaps the nation’s 
most famous warship, an abiding symbol of national pride and naval might. 

 
51. Washington Museum Shows War Of 1812 Not Just "Star-Spangled Banner" 
(REUTERS 01 JUL 12) ... Ian Simpson 

WASHINGTON -- The War of 1812 may be the United States' forgotten conflict, but an unprecedented art museum exhibit 
shows that there was a lot more to it than the "The Star-Spangled Banner." 

 
52. Naval Special Warfare Command Remembers Operation Red Wings 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 29 JUN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Geneva G. Brier, Naval Special Warfare Public 
Affairs 

CORONADO, Calif -- Naval Special Warfare Command (NSW) marked the seventh anniversary of Operation Red Wings with a 
memorial ceremony June 28, honoring the men who died during combat. 

 
53. SEAL Training Range Won't Show Woman As Target 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 30 JUN 12) ... Kate Wiltrout 

NORFOLK--The Navy will not use a target depicting a Muslim woman holding a gun at a new training range for SEALs in 
Virginia Beach. 

 
54. Navy Official: Jets Caused Booms Heard, Felt Around County 
USGS Says Earthquake Activity Was Not Responsible 
(KGTV ABC SAN DIEGO 30 JUN 12) ... Preston Phillips 

SAN DIEGO -- A U.S. Navy official said Navy fighter jets were responsible for two loud booms that startled many residents 
across San Diego County on Friday afternoon. 

 
55. Warship Gains A New Ally 
(CHERRY HILL (NJ) COURIER POST 30 JUN 12) ... Carol Comegno 

CAMDEN — The Battleship New Jersey Museum has gained an ally in the fight over its site on the city’s waterfront. 
 

56. Gitmo Inmates May Be Moved To Afghan Jail 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 30 JUN 12) ... Anne Gearan 

WASHINGTON -- The Obama administration is considering a new gambit to restart peace talks with the Taliban in Afghanistan 
that would send several Taliban detainees from the military prison at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, to a prison in Afghanistan, U.S. and 
Afghan officials told The Associated Press. 

 
57. Week In Review Jun. 23, 2012 – Jun. 29, 2012 
(YOUTUBE 29 JUN 12) ... U.S. Navy 

Welcome to this week's U.S. Navy multimedia production featuring selected images from around the fleet received during the 
week of Jun. 23, 2012 – Jun. 29, 2012. 
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OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
58. The Right To Lie 
The Supreme Court was right to strike down the Stolen Valor Act. 
(WASHINGTON POST 30 JUN 12) ... Editorial 

On thursday, the Supreme Court struck down, in a 6 to 3 ruling, the Stolen Valor Act of 2005, which declared it a federal 
misdemeanor to falsely present oneself as a decorated military officer. Likely to be overlooked in the wake of the Obamacare decision, 
the Court’s ruling in United States v. Alvarez is nevertheless a commendable reinforcement of the First Amendment and its sanctity. 

 
59. Awards Database Will Help Reclaim Stolen Valor 
(NAVY TIMES 09 JUL 12) ... Editorial 

In striking down the Stolen Valor Act, the Supreme Court wasn’t siding with the innumerable fakers who claim combat awards 
and other military distinctions they never earned. 

 
60. 7 Habits Of Highly Effective Austerity Planners 
How the Pentagon should prepare for the lean years to come. 
(FOREIGN POLICY 29 JUN 12) ... Robert Haddick 

The reality of defense budget "sequestration" -- the threat of an across-the-board 10 percent cut to most of the Pentagon's 
spending accounts -- is now beginning to rattle policymakers in Washington. This week, Sen. Lindsey Graham (R-SC) called on 
defense contractors to issue hundreds of thousands of layoff notices to their workers, as a statute requires them to do 60 days before 
plant closings occur. 

 
61. America's 'Pacific Pivot' Craze 
(LOS ANGELES TIMES 02 JUL 12) ... Max Boot 

Is there any organization outside of Hollywood more prey to intellectual fads than the Department of Defense? 
 

62. When Rapists Wear Uniforms 
Breaking the cycle of sexual assault in the military 
(WASHINGTON POST 01 JUL 12) ... Garry Trudeau and Loree Sutton 

“The officer bragged to his fellow officer friends that he had ‘bagged’ me. I got called up to a major’s office, and he charged me 
with fraternization and adultery.” 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. How The Navy Protects America 
(BOSTON GLOBE 29 JUN 12) ... Admiral Mark Ferguson, Vice Chief of Naval Operations 

America needs a strong Navy now more than ever. 
America’s Navy is our nation’s front line in war and in 

peace, operating on, above and below the sea. Think of the 
Navy as America’s “away team,” deployed around the world, 
protecting our freedom and defending our nation’s interests 
every day. 

This year marks the bicentennial of the War of 1812 and 
many of the qualities that shaped and helped the Navy win 200 
years ago still hold true today: the fighting spirit and boldness 
of the Navy’s Sailors, the Navy’s innovation and technological 
supremacy, the direct link between a strong Navy ensuring 
free trade and a prosperous, and the Navy’s key role in 
preserving American sovereignty. 

During the War of 1812, America called on the Navy and 
its warfighting Sailors to preserve our country’s security and 
prosperity. Two hundred years later, that tradition continues. 

Today, Navy ships fight on the sea; Navy submarines 
fight under the sea; and Navy aircraft fight over the sea, taking 
off from and landing on Navy aircraft carriers. 

This ability to act from the sea is critical to national 
security. It gives the Navy the power to protect America’s 
interests — anywhere, anytime. The United States is a 
maritime nation, bounded by oceans on both sides. Consider a 
few facts. Water covers about 70 percent of the earth’s 
surface. Approximately 80 percent of the world’s population 
lives near the sea, and about 90 percent of all world trade by 
volume travels by sea. 

In other words, what happens on the sea matters. It 
matters to world peace. It matters to our economy and to the 
preservation of international peace and prosperity. It also 
matters to our national defense. A strong Navy is necessary to 
preserve the American way of life. 

The Navy has never been more in demand. The 
president’s national security strategy emphasizes our 
commitment in the Asia-Pacific and Middle East regions — 
vast, maritime areas of the world ideally suited for naval 
operations and in which the Navy maintains a robust presence. 
Elsewhere in the world, we face diverse challenges. We are a 
nation at war. We face a terrorist network that has attacked our 
country before, and vows to do so again. Unstable regimes are 
developing nuclear weapons. Rising powers have begun 

military buildups to match their economic growth. Weak and 
failed states create havens for groups that seek to do us harm, 
such as Al Qaeda in Afghanistan and Somali pirates. Climate 
change is creating new conflicts, as melting in the Arctic 
generates disputes over shipping lanes and oil supplies 
previously locked in ice. 

The Navy is ideally suited for this kind of world because 
the Navy is fast, flexible and by its very nature, ready and 
operating forward. Our ships, submarines and aircraft can go 
anywhere on the sea on short notice, and they can do all of 
their work from the sea. 

From the sea, Navy ships and submarines can destroy 
targets located far inland. They don’t need airstrips on the 
ground and can take off from aircraft carriers. 

From the sea, Navy SEAL teams can carry out special 
operations worldwide. In a humanitarian crisis like the 
devastating earthquake and tsunami that struck northern Japan 
last year, or the earthquake which ravaged Haiti in 2010, the 
Navy can deliver relief supplies and provide medical care. 

On any given day, the Navy has the ability to attack a 
terrorist camp, capture a pirate vessel, and deliver emergency 
relief, all in different parts of the world. Being able to do all of 
these things from the sea is important, as we may not be able 
to get another country’s permission to come ashore. 

Our ready force also requires us to be smart about how we 
power our ships, aircraft and submarines. That’s why the Navy 
is a leader in pursuing our warfighting advantage through 
innovation in and efficiency with energy. We have tripled our 
solar energy use, and we are exploring wind, geothermal and 
hydrothermal power. These initiatives will not only give us a 
warfighting advantage in the next war, they may help avoid it 
altogether. 

In today’s world, our Navy must operate forward and 
always be ready to protect power in a fast and flexible manner. 
This requires warfighters who are highly trained, highly 
motivated, and courageous — Sailors who are capable of 
meeting any challenge. It requires the best Sailors in the world 
— the men and women of your United States Navy. 

Adm. Mark Ferguson, vice chief of naval operations, is 
the senior Navy representative for Boston Navy Week, June 
29-July 6. 
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2. Navy Week Highlights Boston’s Maritime Heritage 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 29 JUN 12) ... Rodrique Ngowi 

BOSTON — Thousands of Sailors aboard naval ships 
from around the world are gathering in Boston to mark the 
200th anniversary of the War of 1812 and the Star-Spangled 
Banner, an event that coincides with this year’s Boston 
Harborfest, a Fourth of July festival showcasing the city’s 
maritime and colonial heritage. 

The War of 1812 marked the first time that the United 
States was threatened on its own soil. The conflict inspired 
Francis Scott Key to write the first edition of “The Star-
Spangled Banner.” 

The fleet of at least 18 naval ships converging in Boston 
is part of Operation Sail, or OpSail 2012, and includes Sailors 
and Marines from the United States, Brazil, Ecuador, 

Colombia, Indonesia, Germany, Norway, Denmark, Canada 
and England. The vessels are expected to bring 10,000 to 
12,000 extra Sailors to Boston’s Navy Week as War of 1812 
bicentennial celebrations travel up the East Coast to New 
England’s largest city, Coast Guard Chief Petty Officer Jeff 
Hall said Friday. 

“Harborfest by itself is a large event, but we are coupling 
OpSail with that and the bicentennial of the War of 1812,” 
Hall said. “This is the largest event probably the city has seen 
since the last big OpSail event back in 2002.” 

The oldest commissioned U.S. warship, the historical 
frigate Constitution, is playing a central role in the Boston 
celebrations two centuries after its crew demonstrated the 
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Navy’s superior tactical, gunnery and seamanship talents 
against British naval forces. The ship’s dramatic victories 
during ship-to-ship battles against what was then the world’s 
most dominant naval force inspired and rallied Americans 
around their troops and country. 

The War of 1812 is very significant because “it 
established the United States as a world power ... as a force to 
be reckoned with in the world,” said Frank Neely, a 
spokesman for Constitution. 

Sailors assigned to Constitution on Thursday kicked off 
their participation by serving as the color guard detail for the 
opening ceremony at Faneuil Hall. They also will also perform 
gun drills like those done in the War of 1812 era and 18th-
century boarding pike drills daily near the Charlestown Navy 
Yard. The drills will demonstrate to visitors how Sailors 
prepared and fought in battle at sea during that time. 

On Wednesday, Constitution will get underway for its 
annual July 4 turnaround cruise. After the three-hour outing, 
Sailors will serve as the color guard detail for the 
Independence Day Boston Pops concert and fireworks on the 
Charles River Esplanade. 

The festivities are expected to translate into a real 
economic opportunity for Boston businesses. Boston’s director 
of arts, tourism and special events, Chris Cook, said he thinks 
the city is going to get about 324,000 additional visitors during 
the celebration. 

“We suspect they’ll result in about $11.8 million worth of 
direct spending, that’s resulting in a net addition of $4.1 
million” in Boston alone, and more than $2 million in state 
and local government revenues, Cook said. 

Good weather forecast for this weekend, however, may 
encourage more people to take the trip to the Boston 
waterfront to view the celebrations, which also will feature a 
flyover by the Blue Angels, Cook said. 

“The crowd viewing the fireworks will exceed the entire 
population of Massachusetts in 1812, which stood at 472,040, 
and will be almost 15 times larger than the entire population of 
Boston in 1812, which was 33,787 then,” Cook said. 

The Navy says the bicentennial celebration is a tribute to 
all Sailors and marines who fought gallantly in the War of 
1812 or who have fought in other conflicts since then. 

That includes members of the Coast Guard whose crew 
participated in the War of 1812, including the first-known 
prisoners of war in Coast Guard history. 

“The thing that we’re also trying to do by having these 
celebrations is we’re trying to educate the public and inform 
them that not much has actually changed in the way of the 
Navy’s mission today as it was 200 years ago, I mean we are 
still fighting pirates,” Neely said. “We are still protecting the 
freedom of the seas — you like your iPod, you like your MP3 
player, your TV? That stuff comes, most likely, by way of sea. 
90 percent of the world’s commerce is traded by sea.” 

Navy, Tall Ships Arrive In Boston 
(WCVB ABC BOSTON 01 JUL 12) Amalia Barreda 
On Saturday, the Tall Ships coasted into Boston Harbor. 
All the vessels, which include U.S. and foreign military 

ships, are free to view. The expectation is that Boston will get 
a big economic boost from the Tall Ships and many other July 
4 celebrations this year. 

“At the Seaport District, where new restaurants seem to 
be opening by the day and hotels are doing record business, 
the hope is that the economic benefit will last into the future,” 
said Pat Moscaritolo, of the Greater Boston Convention and 
Visitors Bureau. 

View Gallery (260 Photos) 
View Clip (RT: 2:30) 
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3. On Day Off, They Continue To Serve 
20 from Navy, Marines happy to help out at Pine Street Inn shelter 
(BOSTON GLOBE 02 JUL 12) ... Matt Rocheleau 

Anthony Murphy has served in the Navy for nearly eight 
years. Visiting Boston this week for Navy Week, the 27-year-
old boatswain's mate second class from North Carolina, was 
on a liberty day. He could have been doing anything he 
wanted on a warm, sunny Sunday afternoon. 

He used his day off to serve. 
Joining about 20 Navy and Marine members, Murphy 

helped dish out meals to about 300 homeless men who came 
in waves to a warm 100- seat cafeteria at the Pine Street Inn 
shelter in the South End. Before the meal, five Navy Sailors 
from the Northeast Navy Band put on a musical performance. 

"It's another opportunity for us to give back,” said 
Murphy, who has been on three deployments over his Navy 
career, including a mission to protect offshore oil platforms in 
the Middle East and an assignment to provide humanitarian 
aid in the Mediterranean region. "It's a hot meal that starts a 
conversation and a chance to get to know them.” 

"I've learned to take advantage of things like this that you 
can look back on and cherish when you are older,” he added. 

Moments later, Murphy sat across from Anthony 
Addison, a 67-year- old military veteran who served during 
the Vietnam era. Addison talked for a while about the history 

of the shelter where he has been staying periodically for the 
past 14 years. He also told the story of how he ended up there 
and how it has changed his life for the better. "They pick up 
our spirits and make us feel good,” Addison said of the 
military members' volunteer visit to the shelter. "It gives us 
encouragement to carry on -- that there's another side of the 
fence to look at.” 

As the two sat at a cafeteria table, Murphy, as he put it, 
"lent an ear.” 

"I'm just happy I can give him that hope,” he said 
afterward. 

According to the federal Department of Veterans Affairs, 
military veterans are 50 percent more likely to become 
homeless compared with other Americans, and one out of 
every six adults in homeless shelters are veterans. 

When asked about that, Murphy declined to comment. 
Fellow volunteer Marine Gunnery Sergeant Antwoine 
Wiggins, who has served in Iraq and Afghanistan, hesitated, at 
first. A military member for 20 years, the 39-year-old said 
talking about the topic could get him in trouble. Then, he said: 
"The Marine Corps gave me a path to succeed and it's up to 
me to make my own choices.” 
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Sharon McGuyer, 57, has been working at Pine Street Inn 
as a case management worker for the past 15 years. She said a 
large number of the homeless men who seek the shelter's 
services are military veterans. 

"We have a lot of veterans, a lot of the old-timers here 
and a few of the young ones, so they like [being visited by 

active military members] a lot,” said McGuyer, as the Navy 
and Marines helped fill and pass out dinner trays featuring 
chicken breast, mashed potatoes, vegetables, fruit cups, juice 
and water. 

"This is great,” she added. "Serving this many people, you 
need volunteers.” 
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4. 'Green Fleet' Sails, Meets Stiff Headwinds In Congress 
(REUTERS 02 JUL 12) ... David Alexander 

WASHINGTON -- A U.S. Navy oiler slipped away from 
a fuel depot on the Puget Sound in Washington state one 
recent day, headed toward the central Pacific and into the 
storm over the Pentagon's controversial green fuels initiative. 

In its tanks, the USNS Henry J. Kaiser carried nearly 
900,000 gallons of biofuel blended with petroleum to power 
the cruisers, destroyers and fighter jets of what the Navy has 
taken to calling the "Great Green Fleet," the first carrier strike 
group to be powered largely by alternative fuels. 

Conventionally powered ships and aircraft in the strike 
group will burn the blend in an operational setting for the first 
time this month during the 20-nation Rim of the Pacific 
exercise, the largest annual international maritime warfare 
maneuvers. The six-week exercise began on Friday. 

The Pentagon hopes it can prove the Navy looks as 
impressive burning fuel squeezed from seeds, algae and 
chicken fat as it does using petroleum. 

But the demonstration, years in the making, may be a 
Pyrrhic victory. 

Some Republican lawmakers have seized on the fuel's 
$26-a-gallon price, compared to $3.60 for conventional fuel. 
They paint the program as a waste of precious funds at a time 
when the U.S. government's budget remains severely strained, 
the Pentagon is facing cuts and energy companies are finding 
big quantities of oil and gas in the United States. 

Navy Secretary Ray Mabus, the program's biggest public 
booster, calls it vital for the military's energy security. 

But to President Barack Obama's critics, it is an 
opportunity to accuse the U.S. leader of pushing green energy 
policies even if they don't make economic sense. The 
bankruptcy of government-funded solar panel maker Solyndra 
last year was a previous example of that, they say. 

The U.S. Defense, Energy and Agriculture departments 
are jointly sponsoring a half-a-billion-dollar initiative to foster 
a competitive biofuels industry. Mabus and his counterparts at 
the departments of Energy and Agriculture are due to 
announce new investments in biofuels industry on Monday. 

Senator John McCain, the top Republican on the Senate 
Armed Services Committee, expressed outrage over the costs 
of the fuel at a hearing earlier this year. 

"I don't believe it's the job of the Navy to be involved in 
building ... new technologies," he said. "I don't believe we can 
afford it." 

Field Of Dreams? 
The biofuels effort is one of the most ambitious Pentagon 

energy programs since then-Defense Secretary Donald 
Rumsfeld set up a task force in 2006 to find ways to reduce 
the military's fossil fuels dependency, involving more than 
300,000 barrels a day. 

"The reason we're doing this is that we simply buy too 
many fossil fuels from either actually or potentially volatile 

places on earth," Mabus told a conference on climate and 
security last month. 

He says the Pentagon can use its buying muscle - it is the 
largest single consumer of petroleum in the world - to 
guarantee the demand needed for biofuel businesses to 
produce at a scale that will eventually drive down costs. 

"We use 2 percent of all the fossil fuels that the United 
States uses," Mabus told the conference. "And one of the 
things that this means is that we can bring the market. And to 
paraphrase the old 'Field of Dreams' line, if the Navy comes, 
they will build it." 

Mabus, a former Mississippi governor and ambassador to 
Saudi Arabia, aims for biofuels to supply about half of the 
Navy's non-nuclear fuel needs by 2020, about 8 million barrels 
a year. 

His main tool in pushing the effort is the Defense 
Production Act, a measure passed in 1950 in the early stages 
of the Korean War to help the president mobilize the civilian 
economy for the war effort. 

The act lets the Pentagon provide funding or loan 
guarantees to ensure production of critical defense needs. 
Since the 1970s it has been used to do things like bolster 
beryllium production and develop a specialized integrated 
circuit. 

At What Cost? 
But the initial small-batch cost of some biofuels has 

raised eyebrows on Capitol Hill, even among lawmakers used 
to dealing with billion-dollar defense cost overruns. 

The Pentagon paid Solazyme Inc $8.5 million in 2009 for 
20,055 gallons of biofuel based on algae oil, or $424 a gallon. 

Solazyme's strategic advisers, according to its website, 
include T.J. Glauthier, who served on Obama's White House 
Transition team and dealt with energy issues, but also former 
CIA director R. James Woolsey, a conservative national 
security official. 

For the Great Green Fleet demonstration, the Pentagon 
paid $12 million for 450,000 gallons of biofuel, nearly $27 a 
gallon. There were eight bidders for that contract, it said. 

Republican lawmakers are pushing measures that would 
bar the Navy from spending funds on alternative fuels that are 
not priced competitively with petroleum and are accusing 
Mabus of failing to provide Congress with a full analysis of 
the cost and time it would take to create. 

"They couldn't answer some of the very fundamental 
questions that you would want on that issue," said Randy 
Forbes, a Republican on the House Armed Services 
Committee who says studies show that biofuels would always 
be more expensive than petroleum. 

Mabus rejects the criticism, saying that as production 
rises, costs will come down. He notes that prices have fallen 
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dramatically over the past few years, even with the Navy 
buying only small test batches of alternative fuels. 

"Of course it costs more," he told the climate conference. 
"It's a new technology. If we didn't pay a little bit more for 
new technologies, we'd still be using typewriters instead of 
computers. ... And the Navy would never have bought a 
nuclear submarine, which still costs four to five times more 
than a conventional submarine." 

Chicken Fat 
Alternative fuel manufacturers see two promising avenues 

for creating so-called "drop-in" fuels that can be used in 
petroleum engines without any changes to the system. For 
now, they both have drawbacks. 

One, called the Fischer-Tropsch process, is used to 
convert coal, natural gas or biomass into fuels. But the side 
effect is high levels of greenhouse gas emissions, said James 
Bartis, an energy researcher at the RAND Corporation think 
tank who has analyzed the Pentagon's alternative fuel effort. 

Alternatively, lipids and fatty acids produced by animals 
and plants can be treated with hydrogen in a refinery process 
similar to that used for oil to produce fuel, Bartis said. 

Camelina seeds, rendered chicken fat and algae oils are 
some substances currently being used in this process, and they 
produce a very clean-burning fuel, Bartis said. 

The problem, he said, is that most of the seed- and 
animal-based oils cannot be produced at the scales the 
Pentagon needs. 

The United States consumes about 19 million barrels of 
oil per day, with the Pentagon using about 321,000 barrels per 
day in 2011. Bartis estimated maximum fuel production using 
chicken fat would be about 30,000 barrels per day, while 
camelina seed might eventually produce 40,000 to 50,000 
barrels daily. 

"That's a drop in the bucket," he said. "It's a dead end. 
You can't make much." 

He said algae appeared to offer the best potential for 
large-scale production, but current efforts were aimed at 
genetically modifying algae to be more efficient. 

"It's not a tomorrow problem," he said. "It's a decade 
away." 

All Of The Above 
The Navy disagrees. Instead of focusing on one feedstock, 

it is pursuing an all-of-the-above approach, open to using any 

biofuel that meets its specifications, regardless of whether it is 
produced with seed oil, animal fat or woody biomass. 

"We need to pursue all the ones that seem to have promise 
to be able to deliver for us," said Tom Hicks, deputy assistant 
secretary of the Navy for energy. "What we're trying to say is 
if it can meet the criteria that we have ... then we're an 
interested buyer. And so that leaves open a whole range of 
opportunities." 

So far the Navy has used fuels based on algae, camelina, 
agricultural waste oils and food waste oils, Hicks said in an 
interview. Municipal solid waste could be an option at some 
point, as could woody biomass, he said. 

He said researchers estimate that some biofuels could be 
cost-competitive before the end of the decade once they move 
to large-scale production. 

A Defense Department study conducted with LMI 
consulting last year noted the Pentagon could take steps, like 
long-term contracting, that would speed up creation of a 
competitive biofuels market by providing certainty to growers 
and helping manufacturers gain access to capital to build 
refineries. 

"Although DoD has requested 20-year contracting 
authority, similar commercial industry efforts have suggested 
that even 10 years would represent the tipping point for more 
mature renewable fuel producers to obtain financing to build 
the necessary infrastructure and plants," the report said. 

Some industry participants believe Mabus is correct in 
asserting that the Navy's purchasing clout and other powers 
can be used to create a breakthrough in the biofuels industry 
that will eventually lead to competitive pricing. 

"We've actually looked at that precise question and we 
believe they can in fact create that market," said Dr. Ray 
Johnson, a senior vice president at Lockheed Martin, which is 
looking at investing in the Navy's proposals. 

Mabus remains undeterred in his pursuit of alternative 
fuel. 

The Navy has been at the forefront of energy innovation 
for over a hundred years, Mabus says, transitioning from sail, 
to coal, to oil and then to nuclear from the 1850s to the 1950s. 

"Every single time there were naysayers," he said 
recently. "And every single time, every single time, those 
naysayers have been wrong, and they're going to be wrong 
again this time." 
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5. Meet The Next MCPON 
Stevens Praised As Strong Leader With ‘Compassion’ For Sailors 
(NAVY TIMES 09 JUL 12) ... Joshua Stewart 

When Navy leaders earlier this year were poised to order 
fleet wide breath testing to stem alcohol abuse, Fleet Master 
Chief (AW/NAC) Mike Stevens advised them to slow down, 
saying a gradual approach was needed to ensure the right 
policies and procedures were in place. 

They listened, out of respect for the 29-year veteran’s 
reputation as an effective leader and problem-solver. And 
those same qualities stood out again when Chief of Naval 
Operations Adm. Jon Greenert was looking for a new master 
chief petty officer of the Navy. On June 27 he announced that 
Stevens, 47, would replace current MCPON (SS/SW) Rick 
West at the end of September. 

In interviews with Navy Times, those who know him 
described Stevens, currently Fleet Forces Command’s top 
enlisted sailor in Norfolk, Va., as a “no brainer” for the job. 

“Throughout my career, and every sailor’s career, we’ve 
had chief petty officers take care of and shape us,” Greenert 
said. “Master Chief Stevens has the leadership and experience 
to keep us on course and on speed. I look forward to working 
closely with him.” Stevens declined to say what his agenda 
would be when he takes over as the 13th MCPON, but told 
Navy Times accountability would drive his approach to the 
job. 

“We all have a role and each is equally important to 
completing the mission,” he said. “What I expect from myself 
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is to be accountable to the Navy, to those both up and down 
the chain of command, as I am their servant. I expect them to 
hold me accountable for my job as I will hold them 
accountable for theirs.” That’s the same approach he’s used 
throughout his career, according to those who know him. They 
call him a tireless advocate for sailors, equally comfortable 
mentoring both up and down the chain of command, who’s not 
afraid to speak up when he sees something that isn’t right. 

“That’s just Mike,” said Cmdr. Jeff Cole, a former 
enlisted sailor and helicopter pilot who served with Stevens as 
a young officer. “Honestly, he hasn’t changed his leadership 
style any as he’s gone from E-5 and E-6 all the way to fleet 
master chief. He’s still the same person, and he still works 
issues the way he’s always worked them.” Stevens’ 
communications skills help him get things done, Cole said. 
“He can talk to the officers as easily as he does the junior 
sailors, there’s no difference,” he said. “He’s also not afraid to 
speak up to leadership when necessary.” Being able to relate 
to people on a basic level and put them at ease is what’s 
propelled Stevens from the flight line as an aircraft mechanic 
to the top fleet job, said retired Fleet Master Chief 
(SS/SW/AW/PJ) Mike McCalip, who watched and mentored 
Stevens as a master chief making the transition into the 
command leadership ranks. 

“He has a very rare instinct with people because he can 
talk to them and almost immediately figure out exactly how to 
get his point across in a way that [the] person gets it 
immediately,” McCalip said. “It’s not something that’s taught, 
it’s part of who he is, but it’s made him a very effective leader 
at all levels.” It’s also made him very effective in dishing out 
“tough love,” too, Cole said, but always with respect and 
dignity and usually in private. “Used to be, a chief would take 
you out back and give you the woodshed talk, and it could be 
rough,” Cole said. “Mike does that, but he does it without the 
big stick, and he believes all chiefs need to learn that language 
— how make you realize and make a course correction 
without feeling like [you’ve] been through the woodshed.” 
Those skills, along with a mechanic’s instinct have also 
shaped how he approaches problems, both Cole and McCalip 
say. 

“His gut might lead him initially in identifying a 
problem,” McCalip said. “But he also is driven by the data — 
he’s very good at blending those two together.” “I think our 
experience gives us all the ability to have a gut feeling, but 
I’m careful not to act on gut feeling alone,” Stevens said. 
“But, it’s that gut feeling that leads me to find data, 
information and evidence that helps me define it so before I go 
to my boss and say we have a problem, I’m going to be able to 
support that issue with those facts.” But he also says that he’s 
not too quick to bring in the big guns. 

“I’m a big believer in personal accountability,” he said. 
“Before I’ll take it up the chain, I need to make sure that I 
know and understand that I and my people have already done 
everything we can first. I have always made sure that what 
was brought to leadership’s attention was facts, what they 
needed to know to act — it’s my job to ensure they don’t have 
to sort through it all themselves.” It’s this process, Cole said, 
that makes Stevens more effective when he must go “toe to 
toe.” “He doesn’t ever just come with the problem, he always 
comes with a plan, and he’ll tell you if you’re going off track 
and you’re doing something that’s not going to be right,” Cole 
said. “But again, even if what he’s proposing seems to be 

bucking the system, he has a way of presenting that 
information so it doesn’t appear he’s bucking the system and 
makes all involved feel a part of the solution.” That’s what 
happened with the breath-testing plan, where Stevens was 
among the chiefs who privately raised objections with Navy 
leaders and suggested a more gradual approach run by Fleet 
Forces Command that would include careful monitoring of 
testing and sharing of information by commanders involved 
before rolling out the process fleet wide. 

“It’s that kind of input we want and expect from our 
senior enlisted,” said Juan Garcia, assistant secretary of the 
Navy for manpower and reserve affairs. “We welcomed what 
he brought to the table, immediately saw the value it and acted 
quickly on those recommendations.” Stevens has fully backed 
West’s efforts to tighten standards in the senior enlisted ranks 
and has said he believes chiefs should be held to a higher 
standard and deserve more serious punishments when they fall 
short because of the positions of responsibility they hold. 

When bad incidents come to light, Stevens says they can 
be used as teaching moments for others — as was the case 
when misbehavior and bullying within the chiefs’ mess on the 
destroyer Stout led to the firing of the command master chief 
and other senior enlisted sailors. 

“Just to be a chief petty officer is a privilege in itself and 
comes with it a great responsibility,” Stevens told Navy Times 
in April 2011. “We have to understand that our conduct needs 
to be of the highest standards. Because it’s our conduct that, in 
part, allows our sailors to trust us as leaders.” Added West: 
“I’m confident he will be a tremendous adviser to the CNO 
and a tireless advocate for our sailors. He understands the 
issues and can effectively carry the baton forward as our Navy 
confronts new challenges.” His example has also inspired 
those in his family, too. 

His younger brother, John, followed him both into the 
Navy and into aviation maintenance and retired as a lieutenant 
commander after 25 years. His son, Shane, served four years 
as a cryptologic technician (collection), and left the Navy to 
get a master’s degree at Florida State University on the GI 
Bill. He now works for ABS Consulting in Washington. 

Stevens, his wife, Theresa, and their 5-pound Chihuahua, 
Beboo — short for Betty Boop — live simply. Since 2006, 
they make their home in a 37-foot recreational vehicle trailer 
that can be towed by his pickup truck. 

“It’s comfortable and it’s enough,” he said. 
Path To Leadership 
Stevens took an unusual path to the Navy’s top enlisted 

job. He entered the service in 1983 after finishing high school 
in his hometown of Arlee, Mont. He spent boot camp in San 
Diego and went to Aviation Structural Mechanic School in 
Millington, Tenn., eventually becoming a qualified air 
crewman and enlisted aviation warfare specialist as well as an 
aircraft mechanic. 

After two fleet tours in patrol squadrons, Stevens spent 
five months in the reserves in Minnesota before returning to 
active duty, convinced his place was in the Navy. He retrained 
in helicopters and transferred to Helicopter Mine 
Countermeasures Squadron 14 in Norfolk in 1989. 

“Ever since I was young boy in Montana, I’ve always had 
a feeling that I’ve been called to service,” Stevens said. 
“People who know me, I wouldn’t say they would necessarily 
think of me as a simple person, but I’m a person [who] focuses 
on the real issues, and I try not to get distracted by things that 
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are not relevant.” Cole said Stevens, then a first class, was an 
active leader in the squadron — always walking around his 
shop and sticking his nose into what his sailors were doing. 

He made master chief in October 2002 and was assigned 
to Fleet Composite Squadron 8 in Roosevelt Roads, Puerto 
Rico, as both the maintenance master chief and the command 
master chief. 

A year and a half later, Stevens transferred to Naval Air 
Station Pensacola, Fla., where he first worked maintenance 
issues but later became the CMC. It wasn’t until the end of 
that tour that he attended the Senior Enlisted Academy in 
Newport R.I., normally a prerequisite for getting a CMC job. 

Since then, he’s been the top enlisted sailor at HM-14 and 
Helicopter Sea Combat Wing Atlantic, both in Norfolk. 

His first fleet job came in January 2009, when he became 
2nd Fleet’s command master chief. He was named Fleet 
Forces Command’s top sailor in August 2010, the 16th to hold 
the job. 

At 2nd Fleet, he was known as “Mr. Attention to Detail,” 
and “Mr. Follow-up” according to now retired Senior Chief 
Culinary Specialist (SW) Edward Sivells. 

“I know personally the compassion he has for the deck-
plate sailor,” Sivells said. “But he’s all about accountability 
and he believes that chiefs are ultimately responsible for 
training and leading from the front.” Now-retired Master Chief 
Petty Officer of the Navy (SW/FMF) Joe Campa said Stevens 
really blossomed as he moved up in the command master chief 
ranks and was on many radar screens long before he rose to 
the Fleet Forces job. 

“What strikes you most, once you get to know him, is he 
is well-connected with his sailors and chiefs’ mess,” Campa 
said. “Yes, he can come across as a bit quiet when you meet 
him initially, but that low-key presence is actually his strength 
because he’s a really good listener, and that’s key to being 
successful in command leadership jobs at this level.” Campa 
said Stevens was brought to his attention by those in his 
leadership mess when discussions were held to fill key senior 
enlisted positions. He remembers spending time with Stevens 
while he was at HM-14, saying: “He knows how to do it right 
and stand up to his leadership when he feels senior enlisted 
perspective is needed.” 
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CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
6. U.S. Hosts 22 Nations In Hawaii For Naval Training 
Exercises show America's new focus on Pacific 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 30 JUN 12) ... Audrey McAvoy 

PEARL HARBOR, Hawaii - About 25,000 Sailors and 
other military personnel from 22 nations are converging on 
Hawaii in the world's largest naval exercises to practice 
hunting for submarines and catching pirates. 

The U.S. Pacific Fleet is hosting the Rim of the Pacific 
exercises, which started Friday. The exercises take place every 
two years in Hawaii and surrounding waters. 

Countries from Japan to Tonga and Russia to Chile are 
sending 42 surface ships, six submarines and 200 aircraft to 
participate in the series of drills, which takes place over the 
next five weeks. 

Participants will train to clear mines, dispose of 
explosives and go to the aid of civilians in natural disasters, 
among other drills. 

Adm. Cecil Haney, Pacific Fleet commander, said the 
drills help different nations prepare for emergencies. 

"It provides an opportunity for naval forces of like-
minded countries to work together so that, as things come up, 
we can more easily assemble and address things like 
humanitarian assistance, disaster relief," Haney said during a 
recent interview at his Pearl Harbor headquarters. 

The exercises, known as RIMPAC, date to 1971 but have 
expanded in recent years. Eight nations took part in 2006, 10 
in 2008, and 14 two years ago. 

This year's exercises come as the U.S. refocuses its 
attention on the Asia-Pacific region. 

In January, the Obama administration announced a new 
defense strategy to boost the country's presence in Asia 
because of the region's economic importance and China's rise 
as a military power. It aims to maintain American military pre-
eminence worldwide even as the U.S. cuts spending to reduce 
the nation's deficit. 

As part of that strategy, Defense Secretary Leon Panetta 
this month told a conference in Singapore that the U.S. would 
assign 60 percent of its fleet to the Pacific Ocean by 2020. 
Currently, the Navy divides its roughly 285 ships equally 
between the Atlantic and Pacific oceans. 

Ralph Cossa, president of the Pacific Forum Center for 
Strategic & International Studies, a Honolulu-based think 
tank, said the drills show that Panetta and the U.S. Pacific 
Command, which oversees all American forces in the region, 
are serious when they say readiness in the Pacific won't be 
affected by defense drawdowns. 

"What better way to prove that than holding the world's 
largest maritime exercise," Cossa said. "That's putting your 
money and your ships where you mouth is." 

Return to Index 
 

7. U.S. Reaches Out To China, But Not For Naval Maneuvers 
(NEW YORK TIMES 30 JUN 12) ... Jane Perlez 

BEIJING — As the United States’ top military 
commander for Asia and the Pacific wrapped up a four-day 
tour of China on Friday, a large multinational maritime war 
exercise hosted by the United States was getting under way in 
the waters off Hawaii. China was not invited. 

The contrast between the message of collaboration 
brought by the commander, Adm. Samuel J. Locklear III, and 
the absence of the Chinese in the naval exercise — which 
included China’s regional rivals, Russia and India, among its 
22 participants — highlighted the wary relationship between 
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the American and Chinese militaries as the United States seeks 
to reinforce its military presence in Asia and strengthen its 
regional alliances. 

Publicly, Admiral Locklear, in the first such visit here by 
a senior American military officer in four years, held out a 
hand of friendship to the Chinese. “I think that as China rises 
as a power, like any rising power, it has a number of decisions 
and choices it can make,” he said. “And as it goes through this 
rise, our objective is for them, as they rise, to rise as a 
productive partner with us.” 

But the Chinese are growing increasingly skeptical about 
American intentions. In an editorial on Friday, The Global 
Times, a newspaper that leads the nationalist drumbeat here, 
wrote that China should not worry about being excluded from 
the naval exercise, known as Rim of the Pacific. 

“China should get used to being left out in the cold by the 
U.S.,” the paper said. “Those who have some knowledge of 
the military know that the more countries join such an 
exercise, the less military significance it has.” 

During his visit, Admiral Locklear, who was appointed to 
lead the United States Pacific Command in April after heading 
the NATO campaign in Libya last year, spoke at the China 
Academy of Military Science. In remarks prepared for 
delivery, he said the United States was not in the region to 
“contain” China but to collaborate with China, and “to 
improve our compatibility.” 

He also said that enhanced United States military ties with 
Pacific allies were “not something China should fear.” 
Reporters were not permitted to attend. 

The visit to China by Admiral Locklear was seen as 
important by Washington, in part because of the long lapse 
since the last visit by a Pacific commander. China had 
canceled previously planned visits because of American arms 
sales to Taiwan. 

The goal of the admiral’s visit, American officials said, 
was to establish more candid and more frequent discussions 

with senior Chinese military leaders. Among others, Admiral 
Locklear met with Gen. Lian Guanglie, a member of the 
Central Military Commission, and with the deputy chief of the 
general staff, Gen. Ma Xiaotian, officials said. 

His overall itinerary was similar in some respects to a 
visit by Defense Minister Ng Eng Hen of Singapore, a nation 
that attempts to balance its relationship between the United 
States and China. But Mr. Ng was accorded a special audience 
not included in Admiral Locklear’s schedule: a session with 
Xi Jinping, who is expected to become the next leader of 
China in the fall. 

The United States recently announced Singapore had 
given permission for the United States to use its port for four 
ships for use in coastal waters, called littoral combat ships, 
new fast vessels central to the Obama administration strategy 
of projecting increased American power in Asia. 

Chinese analysts, who often reflect the views of the 
military, say that the United States, even as it talks of 
cooperation, is essentially trying to contain China’s military 
ambitions. “Containment is a natural subject for China to 
discuss with Admiral Locklear,” said Shen Dingli, who heads 
the Center for American Studies at Fudan University in 
Shanghai. “Why else would the United States be back and 
deploy 60 percent of its naval assets from the Middle East to 
the Pacific?” 

On the American side, military experts warn that China’s 
weaponry soon may be capable of threatening American 
aircraft carriers in the event of war. 

“If these rates of growth in military expenditures continue 
at similar rates in the coming decade, while ours decline, the 
current U.S. regional military advantage will begin to erode,” 
said Lt. Gen. Karl W. Eikenberry, a former American 
ambassador to Afghanistan who served as defense attaché in 
Beijing. 
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8. U.S.-Philippines Naval Exercises Start 
(PHILIPPINE STAR 02 JUL 12) ... Jaime Laude 

GENERAL SANTOS CITY – Hundreds of Filipino and 
American sailors will conduct minesweeping and night sea 
insertion operations in this year's joint Cooperation Afloat 
Readiness and Training (CARAT), which will also put to test 
the effectiveness of the multi-million dollar U.S. and 
Australian-funded Coast Watch South project in Mindanao 
Sea. 

Lt. Gen. Jorge Segovia, chief the Armed Forces of the 
Philippines' Eastern Mindanao Command (Eastmincom), and 
Philippine Navy Naval Forces Eastern Mindanao commander 
Philip Cacayan said that mine counter measures and night 
insertion operations are new naval techniques that are being 
introduced into this year’s joint naval and coast guard drills, 
which is being held for the first time in the sea of Mindanao. 

“This year’s naval exercise will involve mine counter-
measures and the use of Navy special units in naval insertion 
operations during night time,” Cacayan said as the exercises 
opened Monday. 

Segovia, after officially declaring the exercises open, said 
the joint naval and coast activities will also put to test the 
effectivity of the Coast Watch South, a sea and land-based and 

real-time monitoring system of all naval activities in the 
country’s southern backdoor. 

The main objective of the Coast Watch South project is to 
get real-time movements of local and foreign terrorists within 
the country’s porous maritime border with Indonesia and 
Malaysia. 

U.S. Ambassador to the Philippines Harry Thomas, who 
graced the official opening of the nine-day naval event, said 
U.S. sailors and Coast Guard personnel will be interacting 
with their Filipino counterparts on the high seas to further 
hone their interoperability skills. 

Thomas, meanwhile, avoided answering questions 
involving the current territorial standoff between the 
Philippines and China in Panatag Shoal, particularly on 
China's warning that it will resolutely oppose any provocative 
actions in its maritime territory. 

China claims almost all of South China Sea. 
The U.S. ambassador said that the decades-old alliance of 

the Philippines and the U.S. remains strong while reiterating 
the stand of his government that all territorial disputes in the 
South China Sea must be resolved peacefully. 
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Singapore-based Rear Admiral Thomas Carney Jr, 
logistic commander of the Western Pacific Command’s 7th 
Fleet and this year’s U.S. CARAT commander, on the other 
hand, said that the naval exercises has nothing to do with any 
territorial disputes in the South China Sea (West Philippine 
Sea). 

“We’re long way from South China Sea. Nothing in this 
(joint) exercise would be provocative. We are here because the 
Philippines is a treaty ally,” assured Carney. 

The Philippines and China is locked in a tense maritime 
territorial dispute in Panatag Shoal (Scarborough Shoal), 
which started when two Chinese maritime vessels prevented 
the Philippine Navy from apprehending Chinese fishermen 
caught fishing illegally in the lagoon of Panatag Shoal last 
April. 

50 Coast Guard Personnel Joining CARAT 
Philippine Coast Guard Personnel To Join Naval 

Exercises With U.S. Navy 
(PHILIPPINE STAR 02 JUL 12) Evelyn Macairan and 

Jaime Laude 
MANILA, Philippines - The Philippine Coast Guard 

[PCG] will be sending 50 personnel to the nine-day 
Cooperation Afloat Readiness and Training (CARAT) that 
begins today in Mindanao. 

Coast Guard spokesman Lieutenant Commander Armand 
Balilo yesterday said divers from the Special Operations 
Group (SOG), medical personnel, Coast Guard Air Group 
(CGAG), Anti-Terrorism Unit and from the public affairs 
office (PAO) would be deployed to the joint military exercise. 

"The training exchange with the United States Coast 
Guard (USCG) would be very helpful. The USCG would have 
techniques to share and on our part, we also have experiences 
to share... This is an opportunity to exchange knowledge and 
expand maritime security network through training and 
capability," Balilo said. 

Balilo emphasized the bilateral training exercise comes at 
an opportune time as the Coast Guard faces many challenges. 
"Considering the challenges that we are now facing, these 
training exercises would be useful to us," he said. 

The Coast Guard carries many responsibilities on its 
shoulders, he pointed out. 

The maritime agency does not only perform search and 
rescue (SAR) operations on water, but also on land. 

"We also have to face the challenges brought about by 
climate change, oil explorations, maritime security and (our 
being) deputized by several government agencies," Balilo 
added. 

Coast Guard commandant Vice Admiral Edmund Tan 
directed its SAR vessel BRP [Ship of the Republic of the 
Philippines] Pampanga and the PCG Helo 1636 to join the 
exercise. 

The Pampanga and its 50 personnel have already linked 
up with U.S. counterpart USCG Waesche that docked at the 
city's Makar Wharf with 150 personnel yesterday in time for 
the opening of the joint naval and maritime exercises. 

Pampanga was the first government vessel deployed in 
Panatag (Scarborough) Shoal [Scarborough Reef] right after 

the pullout of the Navy's flagship last month to de-escalate the 
tension in the area which China has been claiming as an 
integral part of its maritime domain. 

Four Philippine Navy warships - BRP Magat Salamat, 
BRP Miguel Malvar, BRP Salvador Abecede and BRP 
Teotimo Figuracion and U.S. Navy's USS Vandegrift and 
USNS Safeguard will participate in the exercises. 

The naval exercises will also involve 400 Philippine Navy 
sailors and 350 U.S. servicemen. 

The Philippine Navy is also deploying one of its islander 
planes while the U.S. is providing the P3C Orion surveillance 
and monitoring aircraft. 

An SH-60B U.S. Navy helicopter will also conduct airlift 
and rescue exercises in tandem with the Philippine Coast 
Guard's B0-105CB helicopter. 

General Santos City Mayor Darlene Antonino Custodio 
said the launching of the joint naval and maritime training in 
the city would allow the Philippine Navy, the Coast Guard and 
those in charge of defending the country's maritime territory to 
learn and acquire new techniques from their U.S. counterparts. 

"The CARAT should give us the technology and develop 
the skills of our military personnel with the help of the U.S.," 
Antonino said. 

The Philippine Coast Guard is regarded as one of the most 
challenged coast guards in the world. The Philippines has the 
fourth longest coastline in the world, next to Indonesia, Russia 
and Canada. 

During the CARAT exercise, they would also be able to 
strengthen their relationship and enhance the mutual 
cooperation between the PCG, Philippine Navy, U.S. Navy 
and U.S. Coast Guard. They would address shared security 
concerns such as maritime defense, port security, resource 
protection and disaster response. 

To maximize interaction between the two countries, this 
year's exercise also includes activities at all levels of ship's 
crew including personnel exchange, social and sports 
competitions. Civilian and military operation activities and 
community relations are also part of the exercise to improve 
the quality of life and the general health and welfare of local 
civilian residents. 

There would als o be a three-phase exercise. The first 
phase or the "Pre-underway/In Port Phase" includes the 
conduct of Combined Enterprise Regional Information 
Exchange System (CENTRIXS) installation and training to 
respective personnel, Coast Watch Stations engagement, 
Operations Conference. 

Phase two, also called, "AT SEA Phase," includes the 
Gunnery Exercise, Publication Exercise, Flashing Exercise, 
Flag Hoist Drill, Medical Evacuation Exercise and Search and 
Rescue Exercise that are expected to add additional 
knowledge, new techniques and skills to PCG personnel who 
are performing such duties. 

Lastly, the "Post-underway" includes Maritime Domain 
Awareness Flight, Sports/Fun games between participating 
forces, After-Action Review/Critic and the closing ceremony. 
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9. USS Chicago Visits Yokosuka During Western Pacific Deployment 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 29 JUN 12) ... Lt. Lara Bollinger, Submarine Group 7 Public Affairs 
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FLEET ACTIVITIES YOKOSUKA, Japan -- The Los 
Angeles-class fast attack submarine USS Chicago (SSN 721) 
arrived at Fleet Activitites Yokosuka June 29 for its first port 
visit as part of its Western Pacific deployment. 

With a crew of approximately 135 Sailors, Chicago will 
conduct a multitude of missions and showcase the latest 
capabilities of the submarine fleet. 

"We are excited to once again be in the Western Pacific 
and are very fortunate to visit the beautiful country of Japan," 
said Cmdr. Nicholas Tilbrook, Chicago's commanding officer. 
"The pace and importance of mission tasking in the Pacific 
Fleet is unrivaled and we look forward to the many challenges 
ahead of us." 

Chicago was the first fast attack submarine to be built 
with a vertical launch system, enabling strike mission 
capability. This allows the Navy to maintain a constant 
forward presence capable of rapidly responding to urgent 
strike tasking. 

"The crew has been training hard to sharpen their skills at 
their sea watch stations," said Master Chief Fire Technician 

John Butcher, chief of the boat. "Many of them are used to the 
environment of an in-port maintenance setting, so this theater 
is an eye-opening experience." 

For many of the crew members, this is their first time 
visiting Japan. 

"I'm very excited to be visiting this port because traveling 
to Japan is something I've always wanted to do," said 
Electronics Technician 3rd Class Kelvis Torres. 

Measuring more than 360 feet long and weighing more 
than 7,000 tons when submerged, Chicago is one of the most 
capable submarines in the world. This submarine is capable of 
supporting a multitude of missions, including anti-submarine 
warfare, anti-surface ship warfare, strike, intelligence, 
surveillance, and reconnaissance. 

Chicago recently completed an extensive 25-month 
overhaul in Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, before being forward 
deployed to Guam. It is now one of three submarines forward 
deployed in Guam as part of Submarine Squadron 15. 
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10. U.S. Naval Hospital Docks In Subic 
(PHILIPPINE STAR 02 JUL 12) ... Anthony Bayarong 

SUBIC BAY, Freeport - The United States Navy’s 
premier hospital ship will dock in Subic Bay on Monday to 
participate in a humanitarian mission in the Pacific, according 
to the U.S. Embassy in Manila. 

The U.S. Embassy said that U.S. naval ship Mercy will 
dock at the Alava Wharf in the bay at 3 p.m. 

The USNS Mercy will provide medical, veterinary and 
dental services to hundreds of Filipino residents. It is also 
expected to work together with the Armed Forces of the 
Philippines (AFP) . 

In a statement, the AFP said USNS Mercy is capable of 
rapid and mobile acute medical and surgical procedures with a 
total of 1,000 beds and can accommodate 200 patients per day. 

The U.S. Navy hospital ship is highly equipped in 
providing medical and surgical specialties along with basic 
medical services like immunizations, primary care, pediatrics, 

optometry, dental care, nutrition counseling, infectious disease 
treatment, endocrinology, gastroenterology, and dermatology, 
among others. 

The U.S. naval hospital's arrival in the Philippines is part 
of the Pacific Partnership 2012, the largest joint humanitarian 
mission in the Pacific, stemmed from humanitarian initiatives 
following the tsunami that hit Indonesia in 2004 which killed 
more than 200,000 people. 

It brings together U.S. military personnel, host and 
partner nations, non-government organizations and 
international agencies to build stronger relationships and 
develop disaster response capabilities throughout the Asia-
Pacific region. 

It is joined by partner nations including Thailand, 
Australia, Malaysia, Canada, France, Japan, New Zealand, 
Singapore, Korea, Chile, Peru, and The Netherlands. 
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11. Work On The NAS Oceana Flight Line Heats Up 
(WVEC ABC NORFOLK 29 JUN 12) ... Mike Gooding 

VIRGINIA BEACH -- A heat wave hit Hampton Roads 
hard on Friday, but very few experience the heat like Navy 
service members working on the flight line of Naval Station 
Oceana. 

Friday, 13News military reporter Mike Gooding caught 
up with some of the folks who maintain the jets, all while the 
sun bounces off concrete and the engines spew exhaust. 

For the Golden Warriors of VFA-87, their job is to get 
their F/A-18 hornets down safely, making sure the pilots were 
taken care of. But it's also to take care of themselves. 

"That's the first thing we say in the morning -- just make 
sure everybody drinks some water. Hey don't forget. 
Maintenance tells us drink plenty of water. It's probably the 

only way you're going to keep yourself out of sick bay," said 
AME1 Mike Patterson. 

For air wing and base leaders, personnel health and 
welfare become even more of a priority when weather 
conditions become this extreme. 

"Absolutely. That ounce of prevention is worth a pound 
of cure, and so we certainly like to make sure that we're 
hydrated, we're limiting our outdoor exposure, we're using 
suntan lotion, all those things, and then that way we don't have 
to overflow our urgent care folks with heat cases," said 
executive officer of NAS Oceana, Captain Kit Chope. 

View Clip (RT: 1:51) 
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12. MSRON 4 Returns From Six-Month Deployment 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 29 JUN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Steven C. Hoskins, Navy Expeditionary Combat 
Command Public Affairs 

VIRGINIA BEACH, Va. -- Eighty-four Sailors from 
Maritime Expeditionary Security Squadron (MSRON) 4, 
returned home June 27, from a six-month deployment to Rota, 
Spain. 

During the deployment, MSRON 4 Sailors provided anti-
terrorism/force protection and point defense in the U.S. 
European Command (EUCOM); U.S. Africa Command 
(AFRICOM); U.S. Central Command (CENTCOM) and U.S. 
Southern Command (SOUTHCOM) areas of responsibility, 
contributing to the safety and security of personnel, ships and 
aircrafts. 

"Security missions are extremely serious deployments," 
said MSRON 4 Command Master Chief Dayrl Green. "If you 
think of the USS Cole (DDG 67) incident, MSRON was born 
from that. Now we protect high value assets so that incidents 
like the USS Cole never happen again." 

During their deployment, MSRON 4 executed 14 aircraft 
security team missions and nine embark security team 
missions in support of more than 50 countries. They supported 
exercise Africian Lion in Agadir, Morocco; Exercise Phoenix 
Express in the Mediterranean; Southern Partnership Station on 
both sides of the Panama Canal; Africa Partnership Station, 
and Operation New Dawn. 

During their off time, MSRON 4 Sailors volunteered at 
the local animal shelter and youth center in Rota, Spain, and 
they raised more than $6,500 in support of Relay for Life, 
Navy and Marine Corps Relief Society and other local 
fundraising events. 

"My Sailors performed admirably," said Cmdr. Michael 
L. Witherspoon, MSRON 4 executive officer. "We are very 
proud of the results of this deployment and so are the theater 
commanders." 

MSRON 4 also has detachments returning home in the 
near future from Kuwait and Djibouti where they provided 
force protection and harbor security. 

Sailors with MSRON 4 deployed to Kuwait with Coast 
Guard Port Security Unit (PSU) 305 to provide waterside 
security to high value assets to ensure safe passage of U.S. 
Navy ships in ports and in the vicinity of Kuwait Naval Base 
and Ash Shuaybah, Kuwait. 

MSRON 4 and PSU 305 conducted more than 1,200 
patrol craft sorties and 23 high value asset missions ensuring 
safe passage of U.S. Navy vessels. The detachment also 
conducted two CENTCOM theater ammunition resupply 
missions at Kuwait Naval Base. They safely off-loaded 187 
ammunition containers and up-loaded 268 ammunition 
containers ensuring that over 1.1 million pounds of 
ammunition were delivered to the CENTCOM Area of 
Responsibility (AOR). 

The Djibouti provided waterborne force protection for 
U.S. warships, U.S.N.S. and U.S.-contracted vessels operating 
in the Port of Djibouti and the Doraleh Fuel Terminal. The 
team of 52 Sailors completed more than 50 high value asset 
missions, supported operations for four combatant 
commanders and Combined Task Force-151 counter-piracy 
efforts in the Horn of Africa, and volunteered 195 hours at a 
local Djiboutian orphanage. 

These deployments mark the last deployments for 
MSRON 4 before merging with Riverine Squadron 
(RIVRON) 2 to form the first Coastal Riverine Squadron 
(CORIVRON) 4. 

"My Sailors are eager to jump into the executions of the 
merger," said Witherspoon. "We will be an entirely new 
organization Aug. 1st, with a manning end strength of about 
600 Sailors, combining mission sets from riverine and 
expeditionary security." 

The successful deployment resulted in 130 MSRON 4 
Sailors earning their Expeditionary Warfare pin, seven 
personnel earned their Enlisted Surface Warfare pin, and four 
earned their Information Dominance Warfare pin. 

CORIVRON 4 is a component of Navy Expeditionary 
Combat Command and provides flexible responsive maritime 
security forces capable of performing high level security. 

With the merger the squadron will be responsible for 
maintaining unit-level readiness, and performing maritime 
expeditionary security missions in the green and brown 
waters, bridging the gap between traditional Navy blue water 
operations and land-based forces, providing port and harbor 
security for vital waterways and protection of high value 
assets and maritime infrastructure. 
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13. Seabees Build Friendships With Honduran Children 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 29 JUN 12) ... Lt. John Quin, Missouri National Guard Public Affairs 

MORALES, Honduras -- Seabees of Mobile Construction 
Battalion 23 conducted a ribbon cutting ceremony June 26, for 
a new school they constructed for Honduran children. 

When the Seabees were ordered to Honduras, they knew 
their missions were to build a clinic and school, but the Navy 
engineers took on a third building mission - building 
friendships with the local children, said Petty Officer 2nd 
Class Tynita Russell, of Philadelphia. 

"The kids were the best and the hardest part of this 
mission," Russell said. "Every day, when they came up to you, 
you wanted to stop and play. But we had to complete our 
mission. It's hard not to fall in love with them." 

Despite the language barrier, friendships began forming 
on the first day of construction in April. When the 20 Seabees 

arrived to the work site, the children greeted them like rock 
stars. Some of the children shouted out the names or 
nicknames of particular Sailors. Others exchanged high fives. 

"It's really easy to connect with kids," Russell said. 
"When we pulled up the first day, they had already picked 
mangoes to give us." 

The Seabees returned the favor by handing out candy and 
small presents to the children. 

The Seabees and children used signs to get their points 
across. While two of the Sailors spoke Spanish, others tried to 
learn some key words and phrases. The children remembered 
each Sailor by a particular characteristic or action, said Petty 
Officer 2nd Class LeAundra Toney, of Suitland, Md. The 
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children remembered him for his version of the Carlton Dance 
from the TV series, "The Fresh Prince of Bel Air." 

"That's the one thing that being here for so long really 
pushed through," said Toney. "There is a language barrier, but 
we found other ways to communicate." 

The little girls particularly liked spending time with 
Russell and fellow female Seabee, Petty Officer 2nd Class 
Karen Anislag. 

"They really took to us," Russell said. "I think it was 
empowering for them to see women working the jobs we 
were." 

The overall Beyond the Horizon-Honduras mission is 
scheduled to end in early July. 
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14. Warship Deploys With Record 4 Northrop Drones 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 29 JUN 12) ... Gary Robbins 

The frigate Klakring deployed from Mayport, Florida on 
Friday carrying a record four Fire Scout drones, all which 
were developed at Northrop Grumman's San Diego plants. 
The deployment represents a major expansion of the Navy's 
testing of unmanned aerial vehicles in maritime surveillance. 

The Navy plans to operate the Fire Scouts up to 12 hours 
per day, testing the aircraft's ability to linger in the air for long 
periods to provide real-time surveillance, reconnaissance and 
intelligence gathering. Last year, the Navy operated two Fire 
Scouts at one time from the same ship, something it had not 
done before. 

Capt. Patrick Smith, who manages the Fire Scout program 
from Patuxent River, Maryland, said in a statement, “By 

having additional air vehicles aboard the ship and flying dual 
operations, we will have the ability to provide an increased 
maritime surveillance capability far greater than ever before 
with this unmanned helicopter.” 

Fire Scout is an experimental vehicle that has experienced 
some problems. As we reported last summer, the drone 
managed to complete only 54 percent of its missions while 
operating from the frigate Halyburton, according to 
Insidedefense.com. And in 2010, ground controllers 
temporarily lost contact with one of the drones, which entered 
restricted air space over greater Washington, D.C. 
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GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
15. Japan To Buy 1st F-35s Despite Cost Rise 
(DEFENSE NEWS 01 JUL 12) ... Paul Kallender-Umezu 

TOKYO — Japan has agreed to purchase four Lockheed 
Martin F-35 Joint Strike Fighters despite the cost of each jet 
jumping nearly $4 million from the price negotiated in 
December, a consequence of the Pentagon’s decision to trim 
overall production in the early stages. 

Japan’s Ministry of Defense said on June 29 it has agreed 
to purchase the first four of 42 F-35s for a price of 10.2 billion 
yen ($127.8 million) each, and two simulators and spare parts, 
for a total cost of 60 billion yen, representing a premium on 
the originally agreed price. 

The price represents the first preview of what customer 
countries — such as Israel — might expect to pay when they 
purchase their jets. 

The price of the initial four jets in the letter of offer and 
acceptance signed by the MoD on June 29 is $3.7 million 
higher than the 9.9 billion yen ($124.1 million) agreed last 
December, when, in a contentious decision, the ministry 
selected the advanced but still developmental Lockheed 
Martin F-35 to replace its 1960s-era F-4EJs. 

After a tough request for proposals review, the MoD 
opted for 42 of the stealthy F-35s over the flight-proven and 
less expensive Eurofighter Typhoon and Boeing F/A-18E/F 
Super Hornet. 

The price rise comes in spite of a threat, repeated publicly 
by then-Defense Minister Naoki Tanaka, that Japan would 
consider canceling the F-35 purchase if significant troubles 
and delays emerged. The Pentagon’s January decision to delay 
orders for 179 

F-35s over the next five years as part of defense budget 
cuts, and an admission by Lockheed that this will boost prices, 
has caused international concern. 

DoD removed 13 aircraft from its 2013 purchasing plans 
and 179 total jets between 2013 and 2017 so it can fix 
problems that have come to light during development. 

The Pentagon is purchasing aircraft at the same time it is 
testing them, a process called concurrency. The downside to 
this method is that early production jets might have to be 
modified to address flaws discovered during flight testing. 

DoD announced revised estimates for the F-35 program 
that showed the entire program cost jumped $17 billion from a 
2011 estimate to $396 billion, when using then-year dollar 
estimates. 

Slowing procurement of the F-35 over the next five years 
is projected to add nearly $6.2 billion in procurement and 
development costs, according to Pentagon budget documents. 

The F-35 program office projects the cost of the 
conventional-takeoff and -landing version of the jet — the 
same model that Japan is purchasing — to be $78.7 million. 
However, that number does not include development costs and 
is based in 2,443 DoD purchases and 716 international orders. 

Underscoring Japanese alarm that it might have stuck 
itself with a steadily worsening deal, Tanaka said at a Feb. 24 
news conference the MoD had asked the U.S. to “strictly 
adhere” to the terms of the agreement, including the original 
9.9 billion yen price and 2016 delivery date. 

That threat appears to have melted away. Despite the 
retreat, local defense analyst Shinichi Kiyotani said that 
because the cost did not rise even higher, it might be 
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interpreted as a partial victory for the MoD, which could face 
an even tougher job suppressing future price rises for the 
remaining 38 jets if the program suffers further glitches. 

“The MoD has got a pretty good price and negotiated well 
compared to the price rises that might come later,” Kiyotani 
said. 

The planned purchase of the other 38 jets has yet to be 
formally confirmed. 
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16. Navy Trains For PH’s 2nd Hamilton Class Cutter 
(ABS-CBN NEWS (PHILIPPINES) 01 JUL 12) 

MANILA, Philippines -- Around 90 members of the 
Philippine Navy are now in South Carolina, United States to 
learn how to man the country’s second Hamilton class cutter, 
which is due to arrive in the country in November. 

The ship, which is to be named BRP Ramon Alcaraz, has 
already been turned over to Philippine authorities. It has been 
in Charleston since May for refurbishing purposes. 

"Our men are currently there (in the U.S.). I get daily 
reports on their activities. So far, their training is continuing. 
Also, (the ship) is undergoing maintenance and it is ongoing 
minor repairs," said Navy chief Vice Admiral Alexander 
Pama. 

He said they would want the Hamilton class cutter to 
arrive before November but “we do not want to compromise 
what should be done. As they say it, haste makes waste. So we 
are monitoring the training of our men. If we will shortcut 
their training, this will have an effect later on," said Pama. 

There is no word yet where BRP Ramon Alcaraz would 
be deployed, but it is possible that it will be sent to the West 
Philippine Sea. The P400 million that was used to acquire it 
came from the Malampaya gas-to-power project, which is 
found in Palawan. 

The country’s first Hamilton class cutter, BRP Gregorio 
del Pilar, was deployed to the West Philippine Sea, where the 
disputed Spratly Islands can be found. 

Return to Index 
 

17. Tensions Derail Japan-Korea Pact 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 30 JUN 12) ... Evan Ramstad and Yuka Hayashi 

Seoul deferred plans Friday to sign a modest military 
cooperation pact in Tokyo after news of the accord sparked a 
flood of domestic criticism, a sudden move that shows how 
historical tensions between South Korea and Japan continue to 
hamper efforts at improving relations. 

The agreement, which is designed to make it easier for the 
two counties to exchange military information, would have 
little practical effect. But it has been touted by proponents as 
step toward normalization of relations between America's two 
largest Asian allies—and blasted by critics as papering over 
resentment of Japan's 35-year occupation of Korea that began 
a century ago. 

Less than an hour before diplomats were scheduled to 
sign the agreement in Tokyo, officials in Seoul asked the 
Japanese government to suspend the ceremony so they could 
take more time to explain it to Korean lawmakers and the 
public. 

The development of the agreement, however, has been 
widely discussed in the South Korean media in recent months. 
Indeed, the two countries had originally planned to sign the 
pact in May during a scheduled visit to Tokyo by Korean 
defense minister. The visit was canceled after Korean 
opposition politicians demanded the government explain the 
pact at parliament. 

The agreement would be the first military deal between 
the two countries since Japan's occupation of the Korean 
peninsula ended in 1945. 

Under it, the two militaries would create a formal channel 
and legal clearance to exchange information on common 
concerns, such as North Korean threats and China's rising 
military influence. The pact doesn't compel information-
sharing. 

South Korean President Lee Myung-bak approved the 
agreement at a cabinet meeting Thursday. A spokesman for 
the country's foreign ministry announced plans for a Friday 

signing. That was followed by approval from the cabinet of 
Japanese Prime Minister Yoshihiko Noda on Friday morning. 

But in Seoul on Friday, lawmakers in Mr. Lee's 
conservative party joined those from opposition leftist parties, 
who are frequently critical of Japan, in pressing to delay the 
agreement until after a parliamentary review. 

"We asked the Japanese government to suspend the 
signing because we have very bad public perception about 
this," a spokeswoman for the South Korean foreign ministry 
said. "We are going to consult with the National Assembly 
before we sign it." 

On online message boards in South Korea, people 
portrayed the agreement as a form of submission to Japan, 
which is considered intolerable. On Twitter, a man identified 
as Cho Yang-ik compared the deal to the moment in 1910 
when Japan took control of the Korean peninsula. "In 1910, 
Lee Wan-yong visited Japan and signed the annexation 
treaty," Mr. Cho wrote. 

The postponement of signing was "regrettable," Japan's 
chief cabinet secretary, Osamu Fujimura, told reporters. 

For Japan, the military pact with South Korea is fairly 
significant, coming as its troops are further expanding their 
roles overseas, testing limits imposed on them as self-defense 
forces bound at home since the end of World War II. 

At a news conference Friday morning, before the signing 
ceremony was scrubbed, Japanese foreign minister Koichiro 
Gemba described the signing as a "historic event that 
contributes to Japan's national security." He added: 
"Considering the current security environment in East Asia, it 
is extremely meaningful that Japan and South Korea establish 
a foundation that will allow us to share confidential 
information." 

As the U.S. and its allies in the Asia-Pacific respond to 
China's rising military presence and North Korea's nuclear 
ambitions, Japan is in talks with the U.S. to build joint 



 

20 
 

exercise facilities on Guam and nearby islands. As it begins 
working more closely with other U.S. allies in the region, 
Japan's Maritime Self-Defense Force last weekparticipated for 
the first time in a joint exercise with the U.S. and South Korea 
in the Yellow Sea near Korea. 

The U.S., the main defense ally to both South Korea and 
Japan, has for years pressed militaries of the two countries to 
overcome their historical differences and work together. 

But Friday's diplomatic tangle shows how legacy issues 
from the World War II era continue to hamper efforts to beef 
up bilateral cooperation over important issues. 

A swath of South Korean media, professors and other 
consultants routinely express resentment of Japan's occupation 
despite the close economic, diplomatic and cultural ties South 
Korea and Japan have built over the last five decades. 

At the heart of the current discord: a dispute over tiny 
islets claimed by the two nations, and the treatment of Korean 
women forced to work at Japanese military brothels during 
World War II. The latter, in particular, has flared up since last 
summer, when a South Korean court ruled efforts by its 
leaders to solve the issue were unconstitutional. Seoul 
demands Japan's prime minister make a formal apology and 
agree to new compensation arrangements. Tokyo maintains 
the issues have already been solved. 

In an editorial Friday, the left-wing Hankyoreh newspaper 
said the pact may eventually lead to a full military alliance 
with Japan. "We cannot stand idly by as the government of the 
very country that suffered most from Japan's militarism now 
takes the lead in encouraging its development into a military 
power," the newspaper said. 

Adding to the view that the pact hasn't received enough 
airing in South Korea, the National Assembly hasn't met since 
new members were elected in April, due to fighting between 
political parties over committee assignments and other 
organizational matters. Leaders of the two main parties agreed 
earlier Friday to open the parliament next week. 

South Korean defense officials who were involved in 
creating the pact had already watered it down from a two-part 
agreement, the second portion of which called for the two 
militaries to work with each other in times of natural disasters. 

The joint exercises that started last week between the 
U.S., Japanese and South Korean navies were held in waters 
south of South Korea's Jeju island. They prompted an outcry 
from North Korea, which issued a series of statements via 
state media accusing Mr. Lee of conspiring with "masters" 
from the U.S. and Japan to invade the North. 
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18. Iran Plans War Games As Oil Embargo Begins 
The military exercise involves firing missiles at models of foreign bases in the desert. 
(LOS ANGELES TIMES 02 JUL 12) ... Ramin Mostaghim 

TEHRAN -- As a European Union oil embargo took 
effect, a defiant Iran said Sunday that it was beginning a new 
round of war games that would involve firing missiles at 
models of foreign air bases. 

The war games are an example of how Iranian leaders are 
projecting an image of strength at a time when the country's 
sanctions-battered economy is in a downward spiral. Iran also 
is facing the possibility of attack because of its nuclear 
program, and its major Arab ally, Syrian President Bashar 
Assad, is struggling to put down an armed rebellion. 

During the war games, missiles will be fired from 
different points across the country at 100 designated targets, 
the semiofficial Mehr news agency quoted Brig. Gen. Amir 
Ali Hajizadeh as saying during a news conference. All the 
missiles are produced in Iran, said Hajizadeh, who heads the 
Republican Guard aerospace unit. 

The three-day exercise, called the Great Prophet 7, is 
designed "to allow experts to assess the precision and 
efficiency of warheads and missile systems," the agency 
reported. Unmanned aircraft will also carry out operations 
during the maneuvers, the general said. 

The targets will be sites made to appear like bases "of the 
extra-regional powers," all situated in the desert of Semnan 
province in north-central Iran, the general said. 

Iran regularly conducts war games to display its strength 
to adversaries, particularly Israel and the United States. 

Neither of those countries has ruled out an attack on Iran's 
nuclear facilities to prevent the Islamic Republic from 
acquiring an atomic bomb. Iran says its nuclear program is for 
peaceful purposes only, such as generation of energy and 
treatment of cancer patients. 

International talks aimed at defusing the tension have so 
far yielded few concrete results. 

Hajizadeh repeated boasts from Iranian commanders that 
Israel would be destroyed if it were to strike Iran. 

He said that Western radar systems directed at Iran are 
vulnerable to a domestically produced missile system. 

Word of the war games came as a new European oil 
embargo took effect. 

But Oil Minister Rostam Ghasemi downplayed the effect 
of the embargo, noting that Europe accounted for only about 
18% of Iranian oil exports before the embargo. He said other 
nations have indicated that they would purchase the oil. 

"The sanctions have had no effect on Iran and will have 
none," Ghasemi told the Iranian Students News Agency, or 
ISNA. 

Outside experts say sanctions have helped torpedo Iran's 
economy and its national currency, which has lost close to half 
of its value against the U.S. dollar in the last year. 
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19. Turkey Weighs Its Options For Syria 
Angry rhetoric from Ankara, but no overt military response 
(WASHINGTON POST 02 JUL 12) ... Justin Vela 

ISTANBUL — When Syrian forces shot down a Turkish 
reconnaissance jet last month, Turkey vowed to take 

“necessary steps” and its prime minister declared Syria a 
“clear and present danger.” 
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Turkey reinforced its 550-mile-long border with Syria and 
declared new rules of engagement at the frontier. News media 
began running images of tanks, long-range weapons and 
troops being sent to the border. 

The incident underscored the deteriorating relationship 
between the two neighbors as Syria’s internal conflict 
threatens to spill over its borders. But while Turkey has made 
clear that it wants Syrian President Bashar al-Assad gone, 
analysts say that Ankara is still a long way from turning angry 
rhetoric into action. 

“There is little risk of a direct unilateral intervention,” 
said Sinan Ulgen, chairman of the Center for Economics and 
Foreign Policy Studies (EDAM) think tank in Istanbul. “The 
risk is more of a cross-border conflict or individual incidents.” 

Turkey allows the Syrian opposition to operate on its 
territory. But when asked whether Turkey was creating a de 
facto buffer zone for the rebel Free Syrian Army, a Turkish 
official declined to “elaborate on the matter.” The Turkish 
military also refused to comment on specifics of the new rules 
of engagement. 

After days of accusations over the downed plane, Assad 
told Iranian state television last week that only an internal 
solution could resolve the conflict. “The policies of the 
Turkish officials lead to the killing and bloodshed of the 
Syrian people,” he said. 

On Saturday, Turkey scrambled six F-16 fighters after 
Syrian helicopters came near the border, according to an 
announcement on a Turkish military Web site. 

Syria would probably consider a buffer zone an act of 
war, and the Turkish government appeared careful with its 
words. However, in recent months, Turkish officials have 
acknowledged that they have drawn up plans for such a zone 
but say they do not want to act without the support of the 
international community. 

Ulgen said the country was “aware of the limits imposed 
by the international context on Turkey’s actions” in Syria. But 
if faced with another incident, Turkish troops were likely to 
return fire or even cross the border for a short period to attack 
a target, he said. 

“Again, that’s in reaction to an aggression from Syria,” 
Ulgen said. “The crucial factor is to eliminate the threat to 
Turkey.” 

Turkey hosts about 33,000 Syrian refugees in camps 
along the border, and it fears that a greater influx could be 
destabilizing. Along with the downing of the plane on June 22, 
there have been several other cross-border incidents during the 
past six months, including one in April in which Syrian 
military gunfire struck a refugee camp and injured three 
people. 

Some in Turkey are concerned that Syria could help 
rekindle Turkey’s 30-year-old conflict with separatist 
elements within its Kurdish minority. 

A Turkish official who spoke on the condition of 
anonymity because of the sensitivity of the issue, said 
intelligence reports suggested that the Assad government had 
allowed the Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK), a guerrilla 
organization fighting the Turkish state, to operate in northern 
Syria. 

Turkey’s war against the PKK has left an estimated 
40,000 dead since 1984. 

Syria “shouldn’t dare to support the PKK. No country 
should support terrorism. Syria, in particular, should not dare 
to support it,” the official said. 

Yet while the Turkish government supports the Syrian 
opposition, many here consider the Syrian crisis a domestic 
issue. A recent EDAM poll found that about 56 percent of 
respondents opposed intervention in Syria. 

Safak Pavey, a parliamentarian from the opposition 
Republican People’s Party, said the policies of Turkey, a 
Sunni-majority country, toward Syria were ill-advised. 

“For me, this is sectarian antagonism and empty-shell 
Ottomanism, which has no base or common sense behind it,” 
she said. 

The Turkish government was acting in “solidarity” with 
the largely Sunni Syrian opposition, said Asli Aydintasbas, an 
influential columnist at the daily Milliyet. “There are no 
doubts that Turkey would benefit from regime change in 
Syria,” she said. 

Turks may be skeptical of the government’s policies 
toward Syria, but a “public-opinion campaign” has not yet 
begun, Aydintasbas said. She added that while the government 
wants Assad gone, increasing its efforts to oust him did not 
necessarily require troops stepping over the border. Providing 
more aid to the Syrian opposition is “a kind of intervention 
that the public can stomach,” she said. 

Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan “has a huge sway 
over his own power base. He is really able to convince … 
voters in a way that very few can,” she said. 

But in a country with its own complex sectarian makeup, 
there are warnings that the conflict in Syria could provoke 
tensions in Turkey. 

Suleyman Yildiz, 29, a bank employee in Istanbul who is 
a member of the same Alawite sect that dominates the Syrian 
regime, has family along the border with Syria. 

He said he was “scared” of the government and said it 
was pursuing a sectarian agenda in Syria that risked bringing 
violence to Turkey. 

“The government is just thinking about its international 
position, but they also have to think about people that live in 
this place,” he said. 

Return to Index 
 

20. Indian Defense Panel OKs $4B Purchase 
(DEFENSE NEWS 02 JUL 12) ... Vivek Raghuvanshi 

NEW DELHI — India's Defence Acquisition Council 
(DAC), the De-fence Ministry's top procurement body, has 
approved the purchase of $4 billion in military equipment. 

The package will include buying Dornier aircraft and 
30mm guns for the Navy; replacing aging Russian-made 
Kvadrat air defense systems and buying bulletproof vehicles 

for the Amory; and establishing a homemade network centric 
warfare system for the Air Force called the Integrated Air 
Command and Control System (IACCS). 

The procurement process will begin in the next two to 
three months with the issue of request for proposals, a Defence 
Ministry official said. 
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Quick Reaction 
Fresh global tenders will be issued in two to three months 

to purchase eight regiments (one regiment is equal to 18 
systems) of quick reaction surface-to-air missile (QRSAM) 
systems to replace the Russian Kvadrat air defense system at a 
cost of more than $2 billion. 

The Army had floated a global tender for QRSAM in 
2008, but it was canceled in 2010, when only Rafael of Israel 
passed the technical evaluation. The Defence Ministry does 
not procure weapons on a single-vendor basis. 

India had already bought the Spyder air defense system 
for the Air Force, but demand for a QRSAM air defense 
system arose when the homemade Trishul QRSAM failed to 
meet expectations and the project was reduced to a technology 
demonstrator program. 

The Army will equip eight regiments of QRSAMs that are 
capable of targeting enemy objects at a range of 15 kilometers. 

Merry Vehicles 
The Army has also been given clearance to procure 1,300 

bullet proof vehicles, but only in the category called "Make 
Indian," which means the $150 million tender would be sent 
only to domestic companies. 

The tender is likely to be given to domestic automobile 
manufacturers such as Mahindra Defence, which has a tie up 
with the U.K's BAE Systems, as well as Tata Motors, Vectra 
Motors, Force Motors and Ashok Leyland, and the state 
owned Ordnance Factories Board. 

The Army needs vehicles that can function in snowbound 
regions, marshes, creeks, beaches and deserts, and also operate 
in high altitude regions. 

Command And Control 
Also approved is the IACCS, which will be built by state 

owned Bharat Electronics Ltd. (BEL) at a cost of more than 
$1.5 billion. The project was given to BEL without 
competition because of security reasons, the Defence Ministry 
official said. 

IACCS, when completed in about two years, will connect 
all Air Force air and ground platforms, including ground 
facilities that are part of the airborne warning and control 
system. It will enable the quick transfer of data from these Air 
Force platforms to a central processing facility that will then 
disseminate the data 

The location and status of the central processing facility is 
classified, and no details have been provided by the 
government 

Naval Guns 
Naval proposals cleared by the DAC include the purchase 

of 116 30nun guns for warships at a cost of about $300 
million, and the purchase of 14 Dormer aircraft from state 
owned Hindustan Aeronautics Ltd., which is manufacturing 
the aircraft under license from Switzer-land's Ruag. 

Each Dormer will cost around $20 million, and the total 
order is worth $280 million. The aircraft have been supplied to 
the Indian Coast Guard and Navy for maritime patrol. 

Navy sources said the purchase of the Dormer aircraft 
would be in addition to nine more maritime reconnaissance 
aircraft, which would be acquired from the overseas market on 
competitive bidding. 
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21. Bulgarian Navy Earns Praise In Breeze 2012 Naval Drills 
(SOFIA NEWS AGENCY (BULGARIA) 29 JUN 12) 

The Bulgarian Navy has been praised by Bulgaria's 
Defense Minister Anyu Angelov for its performance during 
the Breeze 2012 naval drills. 

On Thursday, Angelov, together with Bulgaria's Head of 
Defense Gen. Simeon Simeonov and several government 
ministers attended the open day of the naval drills. 

Angelov has pointed out that the Bulgarian Navy 
demonstrated successfully a rescue effort with its brand new 
Eurocopter Panther helicopters. 

"The funds that we set aside from the Defense Ministry 
budget for such drills are substantial. The goals – increasing 
the operational capacities of the Bulgarian armed forces - and 
their achievement fully justify the costs," Angelov stated. 

Head of Defense Gen. Simenov praised the good 
interoperability between the various Bulgarian institutions that 
took part in the Breeze 2012 naval exercises, including 
civilian institutions and NGOs. The drills are said to have 

contributed to the capacities for the third mission of the 
Bulgarian armed forced – peace-time rescue and relief efforts. 

On Friday, the Bulgarian Navy demonstrated its 
capacities to cope with the consequences of a terrorist attack 
and to provide humanitarian assistance. 

The Bulgarian Navy is the host of the international Breeze 
2012 naval drills in the Western Black Sea taking place June 
22-July 1, 2012. 

The goal of Breeze 2012 is to improve the interoperability 
of multinational naval forces of NATO nations. It features 
participation by the Bulgarian Navy, the Turkish Navy, the 
Greek Navy, a U.S. patrol air plane, and three ships from the 
Second Permanent Naval Group of NATO. 

During the Breeze 2012 drills, the Bulgarian frigate 
Drazki ("Bold") is having its NATO MAREVAL certification 
affirmed. 
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PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
22. Bi-Partisan Bill Combines Wide Array Of Veterans Programs 
(NAVY TIMES 09 JUL 12) ... Rick Maze 

Congressional negotiators have crammed two years’ 
worth of pending veterans legislation into one bill they hope to 
get approved by the end of the summer. 

Called the Honoring America’s Veterans and Caring for 
Camp Lejeune Families Act, the bipartisan measure approved 
by members of the House and Senate Veterans’ Affairs 
committees is drawing attention for a provision to provide 
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health care for former residents of Camp Lejeune, N.C., who 
were exposed to contaminated well water between 1957 and 
1987. But the bill contains other provisions that would affect a 
wide swath of veterans. 

The agreement will be inserted into HR 1627, a veterans 
bill that passed the House of Representatives in May 2011 and 
has been awaiting action in the Senate. The House of 
Representatives will not vote on the compromise until after the 
Fourth of July break. 

Here are the highlights of a measure that is expected to 
become law after a final vote is arranged in the House and 
Senate: 

Sexual Assault On VA Property 
The Veterans Affairs Department would be required to 

keep a centralized and comprehensive database on any 
reported sexual assaults involving employees, veterans or 
visitors, including all allegations, the outcome of any 
investigations and whether prosecution or conviction resulted. 
Additionally, all VA employees would have to be trained to 
prevent sexual assaults, and improvements are ordered in 
surveillance cameras, panic buttons and other physical 
measures to improve safety. 

Rural Veterans 
Several steps are taken to improve access to veterans 

services for those living in rural areas. The bill would waive 
co pays for veterans using telehealth services, establish health 
care resource centers to study challenges for rural veterans, 

and allow, but not order, VA to reimburse veterans for travel 
expenses when they receive care from their nearest vet center. 

TBI 
With changes to a few words, lawmakers would greatly 

expand individualized rehabilitation and reintegration 
programs for veterans with traumatic brain injuries. About 
250,000 Iraq and Afghanistan veterans fall into this category. 
By adding that “behavioral” issues can be treated, instead of 
only “cognitive,” and by changing “treatment” to “services” in 
the description of what is being covered — opening up the 
possibilities for more kinds of therapy — lawmakers hope 
more veterans may get help. 

Service Dogs 
Until now, VA has left decisions about allowing service 

dogs in facilities to local directors. The bill requires that 
service dogs be admitted to any building or property open to 
the public. 

Disability Claims 
The bill would further streamline the benefits claims 

process, allowing veterans to decide whether they want to 
receive updates by email and requiring VA to help veterans 
obtain private medical records that might be relevant to a 
claim. 

Survivor Benefits 
A controversial VA process of recouping disability pay 

for the month in which a veteran dies would end, with 
survivors allowed to keep the full month of benefits. 
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23. Thousands Of Troops Get $2,500 Tax Break 
Credit Adopted To Help Low-Income Families, But Even Senior Officers Can Qualify 
(NAVY TIMES 09 JUL 12) ... Andrew Tilghman 

Thousands of troops — including many high-level 
officers — are pocketing extra cash each year by invoking a 
federal tax credit that was designed to help low-income 
families. 

A recent study found as many as 90,000 troops who go 
overseas each year have used the combat zone tax exclusion to 
not only avoid income taxes but to also appear, on paper at 
least, to be a low-income family who qualifies for the earned 
income tax credit, also known as EITC. 

On average, they receive about $2,500 a year. The 
refundable tax credit provides cash back from the federal 
government for people, especially those with children, who 
are employed but earn a very modest income. 

It is not available to families whose earnings exceed the 
annual cutoff. In 2011, that ranged from about $18,000 a year 
for a married couple with no children to about $44,000 for a 
married couple with three or more children. 

Experts say service members’ use of the deduction is 
perfectly legal; it’s a standard tactic used by accountants and 
automated accounting software. But when combined with the 
combat-zone tax exclusion, it creates an unusual quirk in the 
tax code that provides benefits to families with unusually high 
incomes. “The original intent [of the EITC] was to encourage 
people to work and help low-income families,” said Elaine 
Maag, a senior researcher with the Tax Policy Center at the 
Urban Institute in Washington, D.C. 

The extent of service members’ use of the EITC was 
outlined in a recent analysis by the Internal Revenue Service 
conducted as part of the Quadrennial Review of Military 

Compensation. About 89,000 troops used the EITC in 2005, a 
peak year for troop deployments and the only year detailed in 
the QRMC. While overseas deployments have slowed since 
then, it’s likely that tens of thousands of troops continue to 
claim the EITC each year. 

Congress and the Pentagon provide numerous financial 
incentives for troops who deploy overseas. But those 
incentives have evolved and expanded over the years so that 
the bulk of the benefits go to higher ranking troops who are 
stationed in relatively safe areas far from combat operations. 

Congress should consider changing the laws for combat 
pay because the current version shows “little correlation 
between exposure to danger and compensation benefits,” 
according to the Pentagon-sponsored review released in June. 

For example, at least 2,000 officers in the pay grades O-4 
to O-6 received the EITC for an average of more than $2,000 a 
year. 

In other words, “The O-6, whose total compensation is 
about five times that of the E-4, can receive more in [EITC] 
than an E-4 stationed in the United States. This is incongruous 
because the [EITC] is supposed to be a social program to 
assist low-wage earners,” the QRMC report says. 

The QRMC recommended replacing the combat-zone tax 
exclusion with a simpler tax credit, a move that would 
eliminate the military’s use of the EITC. 

Access to the EITC for upper income families is 
“definitely unique to the military,” Maag said. Any changes to 
the tax code would require approval from Congress, making it 
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unlikely the EITC loophole for military service members will 
be closed anytime soon. 

“I don’t think there is anyone who wants to run a 
campaign against people who are stationed abroad in war. 

That is just politically untenable,” Maag said. “That is also 
why this kind of provision gets into the tax law: Who is going 
to argue with it?” 
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24. Earliest Care Key To Cut Combat Deaths 
Study: Survival possible in 25% of battlefield fatalities 
(USA TODAY 02 JUL 12) ... Gregg Zoroya 

FREDERICK, Md. -- About one of every four U.S. 
servicemembers killed in combat in Iraq or Afghanistan in the 
past decade -- about 1,000 people -- might have survived with 
more advanced combat medicine on the battlefield, according 
to an Army study. 

In 90% of those cases servicemembers bled to death, 
something medics and corpsmen with the right tools and 
training might prevent, Army Col. Brian Eastridge said in 
presenting study results last week to a Pentagon advisory 
panel here. 

"It's a tremendous amount of people we're losing before 
they even reach medical care," Eastridge, a trauma surgeon, 
told the Defense Health Board meeting at Fort Detrick. 

New ways of saving these lives include delivering blood 
products to casualties soon after they are wounded, drugs that 
control blood loss and devices that clamp off major severed 
arteries, retired Navy captain Frank Butler, a second trauma 
expert, told the panel. 

U.S. troops have a 90% chance of surviving wounds, 
higher now than in any previous American war. But Eastridge, 
Butler and other military trauma specialists said the success 
rate could be even higher with better tools. 

"We have made advancements," Eastridge said. "We have 
made improvements. But we need to … see if there is 
anything we can do to even further improve combat casualty 
care." 

The analysis by the U.S. Army Institute of Surgical 
Research and the Armed Forces Medical Examiner Services 
analyzed records on every American combat death from Sept. 
11, 2001, through last year -- 4,596 cases. Deaths because of 
illnesses were excluded. 

Of the 4,090 troops who died of injuries before reaching a 
medical facility, 1,391 died instantly, most from exposure to a 
blast, the study found. Nearly 2,700 victims survived for a 

time but died before reaching a field hospital. Of those, 1,075 
were "potentially survivable," according to the analysis. 

That number included more than 300 deaths where the 
servicemember would have had a 70% chance or better of 
survival if he or she had reached a doctor. 

Eastridge said the analysis did not take into consideration 
extenuating circumstances such as the difficulty of evacuating 
a casualty during a firefight or the distance and weather that 
might impede helicopter delivery to a treatment center. 

Among hundreds of cases where a servicemember bled to 
death, the vast majority involved hemorrhaging from wounds 
in areas of the body where standard battlefield blood-loss 
control devices, such as a tourniquet, are ineffective. 

In 675 of those combat deaths where survival might have 
been possible with more sophisticated care, troops bled to 
death from wounds to the trunk of the body. 

New ways for combat medics or Navy corpsmen to 
restore lost blood, induce clotting or stem massive bleeding 
are needed, Eastridge said. 

The key, he explained, is keeping the servicemember 
alive from the moment he or she is wounded until the casualty 
arrives at a field hospital, where chances of recovery improve 
dramatically. 

"That's why we did this study," Eastridge said. "It's really 
about developing a (research and development) strategy so 
that we can address these problems for the end of this war and 
the war of the future." 

A Fighting Chance 
About a quarter of U.S. troops who died before reaching a 

field hospital in Iraq or Afghanistan might have survived had 
they received more advanced care on the battlefield. 

Troops suffering mortal wounds on battlefields, 2001-
2011: 4,090 

Case where survival was: Not possible -- 3,015; Possible -
- 1,075 
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25. 23 States Ease Professional Licensing Rules For Spouses 
(NAVY TIMES 09 JUL 12) ... Karen Jowers 

Twelve more states have adopted laws to make it easier 
for military spouses to have portable careers, more than 
doubling the number since February, when first lady Michelle 
Obama began to draw attention to the issue. 

That means 23 states now have laws to address problems 
spouses can face when they try to bring one state’s license or 
certification to another state when they move with their 
service member. Those problems affect an estimated 100,000 
spouses: teachers, child care workers, nurses, speech 
pathologists, physical therapists and counselors, to name a 
few. 

“It’s a major headache and even a disincentive to work in 
a profession that a spouse sometimes trains to work [in] for 
years,” said Brad Cooper, executive director of Joining Forces. 

“We’re just thrilled,” said Karen Golden, government 
relations deputy director for military family issues for the 
Military Officers Association of America. “The Joining Forces 
initiative, DoD state liaison office and all the partners are 
making great progress in securing legislation to help military 
spouses. Career portability is an issue for spouses. It can have 
an impact on retention.” The Defense Department’s state 
liaison office has been working on this issue since 2008. By 
February, 11 states had adopted legislation supporting license 
portability in different ways. For example, Illinois’ legislation, 
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signed June 26 and taking effect Jan. 1, offers six-month 
temporary expedited licenses for spouses and veterans who 
have separated in the past two years when they move to the 
state. This allows them to work while they fulfill the 
requirements of a permanent license. 

DoD officials appreciate states’ creativity is solving the 
problem, said Marcus Beauregard, chief of DoD’s state liaison 

office. States are balancing their responsibility to make sure 
standards are upheld within these professions, while finding 
ways to help spouses, he said. 

Another seven states have introduced legislation. The first 
lady has said the administration’s goal is to have all 50 states 
adopt licensing laws by 2014. 
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26. Troops Need To Make Arrangements Now To Vote In November 
(STARS AND STRIPES 29 JUN 12) ... Leo Shane III 

WASHINGTON – The presidential election is still more 
than four months away, but defense officials are reminding 
troops to get their absentee ballot paperwork taken care of 
now. 

Voting assistance officers launched their semi-annual 
public service campaigns on Thursday, reminding troops that 
their ability to vote in November might depend on sending in 
the right paperwork in July. 

Troops who have moved in recent years, deployed 
overseas or never registered need to alert their local election 
officials well in advance of the fall elections to be eligible to 
vote. Others may need to reaffirm their information to ensure 
that absentee ballots will be mailed in time. 

“And for those who are deployed but may be coming back 
before the election, we’re telling them they need to remember 
to update their address as soon as they get back,” said Lt. Col. 
Paul Amrhein, chief of the Army’s Soldier Programs Branch. 
“There are so many distractions, we want to make sure [all 
soldiers] get an opportunity to vote.” 

Amrhein said voting assistance officers will use the week 
to reach out to their units to explain the need to immediately 
address pre-election paperwork. 

They’ll also man information booths at Independence Day 
events worldwide next week, providing state-by-state specifics 
and distributing the Federal Postcard Application – a universal 
voting registration form – to troops. 

Amrhein said the public awareness campaign also 
includes information on what not to do this election season, 
highlighting violations of military politicking rules. 

“We want people to have discussions about the elections 
and issues,” he said. “But they have to know this is a civil 
duty, not a military one.” 

That means avoiding campaigning while in uniform, and 
limiting involvement in certain partisan election efforts. 
Earlier this year, an Army reservist from Iowa was 
reprimanded for speaking at a post-caucus rally for then-
presidential candidate Ron Paul. 

Amrhein said in addition to face-to-face meetings with 
troops, elections officials are also pushing the ArmyVoting 
Twitter and Facebook pages as resources on how to register to 
vote, get an absentee ballot and send back that ballot. 

Additional military voting information is online at 
fvap.gov. 
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27. Pensacola Navy Commands Embrace Diversity With Festival 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 29 JUN 12) ... Ed Barker, Naval Education and Training Command Public Affairs 

PENSACOLA, Fla. -- Naval Education and Training 
Command (NETC) and Naval Air Station Pensacola (NASP) 
area commands embraced diversity with a festival for military 
and government workers, June 28. 

"Typically, Navy commands sponsor individual events in 
conjunction with their observance months to emphasize 
diversity, but we've chosen a different path," said Rear Adm. 
Don Quinn, commander, NETC. 

"This Diversity Festival is designed as an all-
encompassing event that gives added depth to our 
presentations and includes information and areas we don't 
normally have an opportunity to support. Diversity gives us a 
tremendous advantage - having a diverse workforce makes us 
more capable, and that helps us deal with today's complex 
problems," Quinn added. 

Guest speaker for the event was Lee Mun Wah, founder 
of StirFry Seminars and Consulting and internationally 
renowned Chinese-American documentary filmmaker, author, 
poet and master diversity trainer. 

"We're good at celebrating diversity but not good at 
relationships," said Lee. "Diversity is not just people of 
different cultures, but it is what we learn from them. To 
change the world, we have to get to know each other." 

Lee's training workshop focused on helping service 
members interact with each other, as audience participants 
were asked to find someone they didn't know and form an 
instant relationship through several question-and-answer 
exercises. 

"This workshop was a lot more useful than I thought it 
was going to be," said Aviation Electrician's Mate Airman 
Alexander Goldberg, who was paired with NETC Force 
Master Chief April Beldo. "The exercises were genuinely 
useful and gave me a new way to relate to people." 

The festival included a packed schedule of cultural 
displays, a fashion show, ethnic food samples, and live 
entertainment throughout the day. Booths and displays at the 
event included Women's History, Asian/Pacific Islander, 
Hispanic Heritage, Black History, Native American, Italian-
American Heritage, Disability Awareness and others. Equal 
Employment Opportunity (EEO) training segments and 
supervisory EEO training were offered at various times during 
the day. 

"This is our second year for the festival and the turnout 
was once again outstanding. We counted more than 3,000 
supervisors, managers, civilian employees and military 
members," said Angela Simpson, NETC command deputy 
Equal Employment Opportunity Officer. "Not only was this an 
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ideal opportunity for diversity and inclusion training, it was a 
chance to experience the festival theme of embracing our 
differences and sharing our similarities. The festival was 
designed to educate all attendees on the customs and cultures 
of groups represented." 

"Some of the things we look for at the Office of Personnel 
Management (OPM) are 'best practices' we can share with 

other organizations and this Diversity Festival definitely 
qualifies," said Bruce Stewart, deputy director of Training, 
Compliance and Strategic Initiatives in the Office of Diversity 
and Inclusion at OPM. "The leadership support, creativity, 
energy and effort put into the booths were fantastic." 
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28. Army, Navy Square Off In Cook-Off 
(MSNBC 01 JUL 12) 

TODAY’s Jenna Wolfe and Peter Alexander are joined by 
representatives of the U.S. Army and Navy for the annual 
Fourth of July cook-off on the Plaza. 

View Clip (RT: 4:46) 
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29. Astronaut Alan Poindexter Dies In Jet Ski Accident At Pensacola Beach 
(PENSACOLA NEWS JOURNAL 02 JUL 12) 

A retired NASA astronaut died Sunday afternoon 
following a jet ski crash in Little Sabine Bay at Pensacola 
Beach, officials from the Florida Fish and Wildlife 
Conservation Commission reported. 

Capt. Alan G. Poindexter, 51, had been riding on a jet ski 
with his 22-year-old son Samuel. At about 1:30 p.m., 
Poindexter and his son were sitting still on the jet ski when 
Poindexter’s oldest son, 26-year-old Zachary, crashed into 
them on a separate jet ski. 

“Zachary hit the rear of the jet ski the father and his 
brother were on,” said Stan Kirkland, an FWC public 
information officer. “Capt. Poindexter was then knocked off 
his jet ski.” 

Poindexter was pulled from the water onto a boat and 
driven to a nearby beach where friends performed CPR on 
him. 

He was then taken by Lifeflight to Baptist Hospital where 
he later died from injuries sustained in the crash. 

Poindexter’s sons were not injured in the accident, 
Kirkland said. The FWC has launched an investigation into 
the crash. 

Poindexter’s sons were not injured in the accident, 
Kirkland said. The FWC has launched an investigation into 
the crash. 

“We get involved anytime there’s a boating accident,” 
Kirkland said. “So we’re conducting an investigation, and 
that’s where we’re at right now.” 

Poindexter received his associate degree in engineering in 
1983 at Pensacola Junior College, now known as Pensacola 
State College. He went on to Georgia Tech, where he 
graduated with highest honors in 1986 with a bachelor's 
degree of aerospace engineering. 

From there, he was stationed at Pensacola Naval Air 
Station for flight training. 

In his career with NASA, he piloted the Atlantis space 
shuttle in 2008 to deliver the Columbus module to the 
International Space Station. Columbus is a 23-foot-long, $2 
billion cylindrical science lab. 
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30. CO, Top Enlisted Sacked At Pax River Health Clinic 
12th Commanding Officer Fired This Year 
(NAVY TIMES 09 JUL 12) ... Joshua Stewart 

The commanding officer and the command master chief 
of Naval Health Clinic Patuxent River, Md., have been fired 
after an inspector general’s investigation and administrative 
reviews, continuing a crackdown on poor leadership in the 
medical community. 

Rear Adm. Alton Stocks, commander of Walter Reed 
National Military Medical Center Bethesda, Md., and Navy 
Medicine National Capital Area, on June 29 relieved Capt. 
Lisa Raimondo of command of the clinic and Master Chief 
Hospital Corpsman (SW/FMF) Merrilyn Crawford of her 
position as the clinic’s senior enlisted sailor, said Capt. Cappy 
Surette, a Bureau of Medicine and Surgery spokesman. 

When relieving Raimondo, Stocks cited “a loss of 
confidence in the commander’s ability to command due to a 
significant lack of leadership and integrity that eroded good 
order and discipline in the command,” Surette said. Crawford 
was relieved for a lack of accountable leadership that also hurt 
the command, Surette said. 

Their performance did not hurt medical care in any way, 
he said. 

“These actions are indications of the Navy surgeon 
general’s recent statements to the Navy medical community 
that he expects his commanders to perform their duties to the 
highest standards of conduct and performance,” he said. 

Raimondo and Crawford were, respectively, the 12th CO 
and 11th senior enlisted leader relieved this year. The medical 
field typically doesn’t see its people removed from top jobs — 
since 2010, 51 commanding officers have been fired, but none 
from BUMED until April, when the commander of Navy 
Health Clinic New England was relieved. 

Additionally, since 2011, six executive officers and 17 
senior enlisted leaders were fired, but only one XO and two 
command master chiefs came from the medical community. 

The most recent firings raise the total of BUMED firings 
in 2012 to three COs, one XO and two CMCs. 



 

27 
 

Another BUMED spokesman said in a May interview that 
intrusive leadership means that leaders are supposed to be 
constantly engaged with the people under them and that they 
should be familiar not only with their work but their personal 
lives as well. The goal is to create an environment where 
people come to work and can do their best. 

3 Months, 3 BUMED Firings 
The BUMED firings began when Rear. Adm. Elaine 

Wagner, commander of Navy Medicine East, relieved Capt. 
Kim Lyons at Navy Health Clinic New England, based in 
Newport, R.I. Master Chief Hospital Corpsman 
(SW/AW/FMF) Robert Whitten was also removed from his 
position as the top enlisted sailor at the clinic. Wagner cited a 

“loss of confidence due to a poor command climate,” as cause 
for the firings, Surette said. 

A source familiar with the issue said that there was a 
critical command climate survey and that there was at least 
one Inspector General complaint was filed. 

In May, the commanding and executive officers at the 
Navy’s drug screening lab in San Diego were fired for a poor 
command climate as well. Capt. Michael Macinski relived 
Cmdr. Lee Hoey, the CO, and Cmdr. Shelly Hakspiel, the XO. 

Their leadership did not impact the accuracy of the 
service’s drug screening program, but were rather due to 
unfavorable report from command climate surveys, some of 
which were initiated by complaints to the Navy’s inspector 
general hotline, officials said. 
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FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
31. DoD Reprograms $8B, Pakistan Closure Costs $2.1B 
(DEFENSE NEWS 30 JUN 12) ... Marcus Weisgerber 

Pakistan’s refusal to let NATO access its ports and roads 
into Afghanistan has cost the U.S. Defense Department more 
than $2.1 billion in extra transportation costs to move supplies 
and equipment in and out of the country. 

The stunning revelation of the exorbitant cost comes as 
the Pentagon continues to negotiate with Islamabad to regain 
access to the supply routes. 

“The good news is that there continue to be those 
discussions,” Defense Secretary Leon Panetta said during a 
June 29 briefing at the Pentagon. “There still are some tough 
issues to try to resolve but, you know, I think the important 
thing right now is that both sides in good faith keep working 
to see if we can resolve this.” 

Pakistan closed the ground route to NATO supplies after 
a U.S. airstrike mistakenly killed 24 of its soldiers last 
November. The only other access to land-locked Afghanistan 
is through the Northern Distribution Network, a series of roads 
through Russia and Central Asia. 

Panetta told the Senate Appropriations Committee in mid-
June that the closure of the Pakistani routes was costing the 
U.S. military about an extra $100 million per month. These 
new costs were disclosed in a Pentagon budget document — 
called the omnibus reprogramming request — sent to 
Congress on June 29. In the document, which is traditionally 
sent to lawmakers at the end of each June, DoD asks for 
permission to shift already appropriated money within its own 
accounts. 

The Army asked Congress to shift $1.7 billion due to 
“shortfalls that resulted from increased fuel costs and 
continued closure of the Pakistan Ground Lines of 
Communication,” the document states. 

The other, most expensive, transport option is to airlift 
supplies and equipment into Afghanistan. 

Air Force 
The Air Force has requested the transfer of $369.2 million 

of airlift, “partially due to the closure of the Pakistan Ground 
Lines of Communication and the need for additional theater 
express support,” the document states. 

This increased airlift requirement in Afghanistan has 
taken its toll on the Boeing C-17. The Pentagon has asked 
Congress to shift $136.9 million to repair 21 C-17 engines, 

“due to increased wear and accelerated parts damage,” the 
document states. 

The funding transfer request for supply transport is only 
part of the $7.9 billion reprogramming action. 

The Air Force also requested: 

 $1.5 billion to cover the cost of increased fuel. 

 $29.7 million to begin standing up Air National 
Guard UAV squadrons in Iowa, Pennsylvania, 
Tennessee, Arkansas and Michigan. 

Other funds eyed for transfer were garnered from 
converting existing contracts to fixed-price and getting better 
deals from should-cost analysis. The Air Force also requested 
the removal of $109.7 million from the F-35 Joint Strike 
Fighter effort due to the Pentagon’s restructure of the program 
earlier this year. 

Army 
The Army’s $1.7 billion in additional funding requests 

reflect operations in Africa, logistics in Afghanistan, and the 
highly touted Capability Set 13, which is being deployed to 
three brigade combat teams (BCTs) in October. Until now, 
there were no dollar figures available associated with the 
capability sets, which are part of the Army’s No. 1 priority to 
develop and field its new Warfighter Information Network-
Tactical (WIN-T) battlefield network. 

The document also included: 

 $18.2 million for USSOCOM logistical support in its 
mission “to disarm the Lord’s Resistance Army” in 
Central Africa. 

 $140 million to field Capability Set 13 to three BCTs. 

 $59.4 million to install structural upgrades to 
Humvees to integrate Capability Set 13 to the first 
three brigade combat teams scheduled for fielding in 
fiscal 2013. The Army had repeatedly said that 
Humvees would not be part of the networking plan. 

 $28.7 million “to procure command and control 
components within the Tactical Operations Centers” 
for Capability Set 13. 

 $51.3 million for Capability Set 13 integration onto 
five variants of MRAPs, Humvees and Strykers. 



 

28 
 

Conversely, the backbone of Capability Set 13, the WIN-
T communications network, is losing $334.6 million due to 
efficiencies gained by including it in the Army’s Network 
Integration Evaluation program. The Army says that the 
reduction in funding will not affect its planned fielding of 
eight BCTs in fiscal 2013, and six more in 2014. 

There is also $48.4 million available after changes were 
made to the Humvee Competitive RECAP Expanded Capacity 
Vehicles program. “After reevaluating Army requirements, the 
Army intends to use the $20.0 million associated with the 
Armored HMMWV survivability enhancements for 
automotive enhancements on the HMMWVs. The remaining 
$28.4 million is excess to the program.” 

• $40.7 million is being taken from the Stryker program 
“due to contract savings ... resulting from the Army combining 
related vehicles buys.” 

Navy 
The requests for an overall increase of $790 million for 

the Department of the Navy include: 

 $220 million to repair the fire-damaged submarine 
Miami, even though the investigation is nowhere near 
complete and cost estimates are still being generated. 
No public announcement has been made about a final 
decision to repair the ship, put it to another use or 
scrap it. 

 An additional $90.6 million for the DDG 1000 
destroyer program due to increased labor and 
overhead costs on contracts from 2007 and ’08. 

 A $30 million reduction for positive labor rates and 
material performance on the submarine Mississippi, 
and a $25 million reduction for positive labor rate 
and material performance trends on the submarine 
Minnesota. 

 $16 million for a new-start effort to buy Griffin 
missiles and launchers to be installed on five Navy 
patrol boats in Bahrain. This U.S. Central Command 
“fast lane” requirement will need another $30 million 
over the next two years. 

 $8 million for 215 all-up-round glide weapons for a 
weaponized RQ-7B Shadow UAV. It is needed by 
Marines in Afghanistan, since “no unmanned system 
provides the time-sensitive targeting combination of 
persistence, sensor and weapon necessary to rapidly 
engage fleeting targets in order to prevent enemy 
activity such as IED emplacement.” 

 A decrease of $2.1 million based on a reduction in 
the number of EA-18G Growler aircraft being 
purchased and contract savings on the F/A-18 E/F 
Super Hornet program. 

 A reduction of $25 million based on lower-cost 
negotiations for V-22 Osprey tilt rotor aircraft. 
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32. Pentagon, CEOs Team Up To Fight Sequestration Cuts 
(DEFENSE NEWS 30 JUN 12) ... Zachary Fryer-Biggs and Marcus Weisgerber 

The Pentagon is working with defense industry CEOs to 
tell Congress it must take immediate action to avoid automatic 
budget cuts, Defense Secretary Leon Panetta said during a 
June 29 briefing. 

Panetta’s words concluded a week of conversations 
between top Pentagon officials and defense industry CEOs 
about the automatic cuts, known as sequestration, which 
culminated in a June 28 meeting between Panetta and 
President Barack Obama. 

“One thing that I can very much assure you is that we are 
very much a team,” Panetta said. “We are both expressing the 
same concerns to Capitol Hill. And both the companies as well 
as the Defense Department are making very clear to Capitol 
Hill that this is a matter that ought not to be postponed, that it 
ought to be dealt with soon so that sequester a) will not 
happen, and b) we will have some degree of assurance that we 
can proceed with the budget as we’ve outlined, as opposed to 
facing the possibility of another drastic defense cut.” 

The CEOs, including BAE Systems’ Linda Hudson, 
Boeing Defense’s Dennis Muilenburg, EADS North 
America’s Sean O’Keefe, General Dynamics’ Jay Johnson, 
Lockheed Martin’s Bob Stevens and Northrop Grumman’s 
Wes Bush, were contacted on June 25 with a request from 
Panetta to meet for discussions about the budget. 

The conversations were arranged as a series of meetings 
with small groups of CEOs and Panetta, Deputy Defense 
Secretary Ashton Carter, acquisition chief Frank Kendall and 
industrial policy chief Brett Lambert. Additional staff 
members for both the Pentagon officials and CEOs did not 

attend. It’s unclear whether all of the CEOs were able to 
attend in person. 

Sources said that while the CEOs did not coordinate 
messages in advance, they each delivered slightly different 
concerns about the effect of sequestration, concerns they have 
voiced publicly in the past. 

The overall theme revolved around the impact that 
sequestration is already having on the defense industry 
through the specter of uncertainty, and the need for immediate 
guidance. The CEOs discussed issues involving the Worker 
Adjustment and Retraining Notification Act, which requires 
advance notification of layoffs, the effect of the cuts on the 
economy and other federal agencies, and the need for clarity to 
allow contractors to plan. 

Panetta expressed understanding for the concerns the 
CEOs voiced. 

“It’s fair to say that the CEOs of the companies that I 
talked to all share the same concern that we do, with regards to 
sequester,” he said. 

He also reiterated many of the points that the CEOs had 
mentioned during the press briefing, while emphasizing the 
need for compromise. 

“Too often today the nation’s problems are held hostage 
to the unwillingness to find consensus and compromise,” he 
said. “And in the face of that gridlock, artificial devices like 
sequester are resorted to in order to somehow force action.” 

Sources characterized the meetings as information-
gathering sessions in preparation for the secretary’s meeting 
with the president, and said Panetta primarily listened, 
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responding to several arguments with, “Good point, I’ll have 
to bring it up.” 

The fact that the secretary is meeting with industry heads 
is good news, said Arnold Punaro, CEO of the Punaro Group 
and a retired Marine major general. 

“I think it’s a very, very good development that the 
secretary of defense is meeting firsthand with small groups of 
industry leaders to get their firsthand perspective of what’s 
going on,” he said. 

The industry for months has been increasing its pressure 
on the administration to provide specific guidance about the 
implementation of sequestration, including a June 13 meeting 
requested by the Aerospace Industries Association (AIA) with 
personnel from the White House’s Office of Management and 
Budget. 

At that meeting, Stevens, Bush, Pratt & Whitney CEO 
David Hess and AIA President Marion Blakey described their 
concerns, but were told not to expect guidance until after the 

elections in November, a source with knowledge of the 
meeting said. 

Stevens told Defense News on June 7 he was concerned 
about the inability to plan for the cuts without greater 
guidance. 

“We don’t have a plan in place today to meet the demands 
of sequestration set to take place Jan. 2,” he said. “I believe 
there’s no one in the industry that has a refined plan to do that, 
because the exact implementation of sequestration is not at all 
clear. What is clear is that sequestration is the law.” 

Stevens also made it clear that he thought budget cuts are 
a necessary evil. 

“Our objection to sequestration is not a synonym for not 
wanting to do our part to participate in budget reductions that 
align with debt reduction and deficit control, because we’ve 
already been doing that,” he said. “But we don’t think 
sequestration is the right method to use to pursue budget 
reductions.” 
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33. U.S. Navy Boosting LCS Core Crew Up To 50% 
(DEFENSE NEWS 02 JUL 12) ... Christopher P. Cavas 

Years after Sailors and planners realized the crew size of 
littoral combat ships was too small, the U.S. Navy has decided 
to increase the number of Sailors on the ships. 

The changes will be made on the first LCS, the Freedom, 
starting in July — in time to beef up the crews for next year’s 
10-month deployment to Singapore. 

Twenty additional berths will be permanently installed 
onboard Freedom — two for officers, two for chief petty 
officers and 16 for other enlisted — but the final manning plan 
has yet to be decided, Rear Adm. Thomas Rowden, the 
director of surface warfare, said during a June 26 interview at 
the Pentagon. The ship right now has a core crew of 40, but 
because there is no manning plan, it’s still unclear how many 
Sailors will be added to the crews. 

The added billets “will run the gamut, from support to 
engineering to operations to boatswain’s mates,” Rowden said. 
“We’ve got to get the right skill set and the right seniority.” 

Among the known manning deficiencies is the need for 
more junior Sailors, Rowden said. LCS crews tend to be more 
senior, reflecting the need for Sailors with multiple 
qualifications in a small ship. 

Sailors also could be added to the mine warfare mission 
module, he said, in addition to the core crew. 

Separate from the new manning plan is a recently begun 
pilot program that added three fresh-cut ensigns to each crew 
“to start expanding our experience base,” Rowden said. “That 
started with the graduation of the most recent classes.” 

A final decision by Rowden on Freedom’s revised 
manning plan is expected before October, when the ship is to 
wrap up a maintenance period and begin preparing for the 
Singapore mission. 

LCSs were intended to operate with a core crew of 40 
Sailors, plus a mission module detachment of 15 and an 
aviation detachment of 25. Each LCS class — the Freedom 
(LCS 1) class from Lockheed Martin, and the Independence 
(LCS 2) class from General Dynamics/ Austal USA — was 
designed with a total of 75 or 76 berths, or racks in Navy 
parlance. The absence of overflow space means the ships 

frequently embark containers fitted out with racks, known as 
berthing modules and carried on the ships’ mission decks. 

Accommodations on Freedom are particularly spacious, 
and all racks in the ships were originally limited to two-high 
arrangements. Designers of both LCS classes, however, 
anticipated an increase in berthing, and the racks were built to 
be convertible to three-highs. 

No decision has yet been made about Independence, said 
Chris Johnson, a spokesman for Naval Sea Systems Command 
(NAVSEA). 

The manning plan for the LCS is relatively complex. 
Initially, each ship will have two 40-person crews — dubbed 
blue and gold — alternating about every four months. As the 
number of ships increases, a shift will be made to rotational 
crews, three for every two ships. 

In addition to increased berthing arrangements on 
Freedom, Johnson said, the three-month work package 
beginning July 9 will include upgrades to the Aqueous Film-
Forming Foam system, improvements to stern ramp fender 
stanchions, and additional fire suppression sprinklers, tank 
level indicators and pipe hangers. The ship’s retractable bitts 
will be removed to reduce weight. 

In May, Freedom completed a “special trial” assessment 
by the Board of Inspection and Survey, or INSURV, and now 
is engaging in a brief period of trials and operations to certify 
and qualify systems and the crews’ ability to operate them. 

The first stage of developmental testing for the ship’s 
surface warfare mission package was completed June 24, 
according to NAVSEA. Among the systems tested were the 
Mark 46 30mm gun system and smaller .50-caliber and 
7.62mm machine guns, an MH-60R helicopter and an 11-
meter rigid hull inflatable boat. 

“Although data collected during testing remains under 
analysis, the systems accomplished each of the challenging 
test scenarios,” Capt. John Ailes, program manager for LCS 
Mission Module Integration, said in a statement. 

A second phase of surface warfare package testing is 
scheduled to begin in August of next year, with operational 
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test and evaluation to begin in January 2014. The system is to 
be fielded later in 2014. 

Freedom will be pierside at the 32nd Street Naval Station 
in San Diego beginning July 9 for the second and last part of 
its post-shakedown availability (PSA). No further significant 

maintenance periods are scheduled after the PSA’s scheduled 
completion Oct. 19, when the ship’s blue and gold crews and 
the mission detachments will need to begin concentrated 
work-ups prior to heading for Singapore in the spring. 

Return to Index 
 

34. Top Ship Inspector Takes On USN’S LCS 
(DEFENSE NEWS 02 JUL 12) ... Christopher P. Cavas 

The U.S. Navy Board of Inspection and Survey 
(INSURV) in June conducted a "special trial" of the littoral 
combat ship (LCS) Freedom in San Diego, an evolution 
between a normal, material inspection and an acceptance trial. 
Rear Adm. Robert Wray, president of INSURV, was aboard 
for that inspection, and spoke on June 21 about the special 
trial. 

Q. LCS Is a new kind of ship, with a different 
manning and support construct than most other Navy 
ships. How do INSURV's established procedures match up 
with the LCS? 

A. First of all, INSURV will conduct trials and material 
inspections of LCSs virtually identically to all other ships in 
the fleet. The vast majority of what we do — the inspectors we 
bring, the technical assistance we bring, the checklist we use, 
the scoring methodologies — everything will remain the same. 
[But] there will be a couple of minor adjustments to reflect 
that class. 

First, INSURV inspects to Navy standards. INSURV 
doesn't have its own standards. We inspect to Navy standards, 
or in some cases to the standards to which the ship is built. In 
some cases, the LCSs were built to American Bureau of 
Shipping [ABS] standards, or to different standards than 
another Navy ship. If they're built to ABS standards, then 
that's what we'll inspect to. 

Second, we check the equipment on a ship, and we don't 
care who operates it. Many ships bring along extra Sailors to 
augment the ship's force because we run pieces of maybe 
2,000 [preventive maintenance system] checks on a typical 
[destroyer], so ships need extra people to operate that 
equipment. We have no problem with the LCS bringing on 
extra people. 

Frankly, we press the button on a widget, we want to 
know if the widget does what it does. We don't care if the 
button is being pressed by ship's force or by a Sailor from 
across the pier or by a contractor as long as the ship is 

supervising the evolution. Third, for each ship class, we 
develop demonstrations which reflect what the ship is required 
to do. So all ships have full power demonstrations, have quick 
reversals astern. Ships with guns shoot guns. Ships that can 
track submarines do anti-submarine tracking demonstrations. 
Ships with air defense do detect-to-engages. 

In the case of LCS, we'll probably develop 
demonstrations to reflect her need to put a RHIB [rigid-hull 
inflatable boat] in the water and conduct water-borne 
missions, because that's what she does. We do not currently 
have that demonstration because we don't have ships in which 
that's required. 

So with those three caveats — we don't mind a small 
crew, we'll inspect to the standards she's built to, and we will 
have additional demonstrations — the INSURV for LCS is 
going to be very much like the INSURV for everybody else. 

Q. What was your assessment of the Freedom? Did she 
get a satisfactory grade? 

A. Yes, she got a satisfactory grade. With the special trial 
we did not have an overall grade. We found her fit for service. 
We identified discrepancies that [Naval Sur-face Forces and 
Naval Sea Systems Command and the LCS Squadron] are 
working to fix before she deploys. In that respect, it is the 
same thing we do every day for material inspections and for 
trials. Just different sets of people working on correcting the 
deficiencies. 

Q. The Freedom has a design defect with water 
coming up the anchor hawse pipe that has yet to be 
satisfactorily resolved. How do you score that when there 
is no approved way forward? 

A. On the hawse pipe, we observed the issue and we 
wrote it up as a deficiency. Some deficiencies we write up and 
we understand there's a way forward. Sometimes we don't 
know what the way forward is, and we still write it up. It's 
going to be fixed, and I couldn't tell you when. 
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35. Persistent Patrol 
Navy details MQ-4C plans while continuing BAMS crash investigation 
(AVIATION WEEK 02 JUL 12) ... Guy Norris 

LOS ANGELES -- Maritime patrol is a mission as old as 
the naval service, but with the advent of the unmanned MQ-
4C Triton, the seagoing version of the Global Hawk, the U.S. 
Navy plans to elevate this definition to an entirely new level. 

The move to unmanned air systems (UAS) for the 
yeoman's work of long-range surveillance is part of a two-
pronged transformational strategy that includes replacing 
aging P-3 patrol aircraft with the Boeing P-8A. However, as 
the apparently still unexplained crash of a maritime Global 
Hawk demonstrator just three days before the June 14 Triton 

roll-out shows, the transition remains more challenging than 
the basic development of a new concept of operations. 

The Navy appeared determined not to let the loss of the 
Broad Area Maritime Surveillance Block 10 demonstrator 
(BAMS-D) overshadow the unveiling of the first MQ-4C at 
Northrop Grumman 's facility in Palmdale, Calif. Officials 
note that the lost demonstrator, one of five modified ex-U.S. 
Air Force RQ-4 vehicles paving the way for the MQ-4C, is 
radically different from the gray-and-white-painted aircraft 
now being readied for its first flight. 
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The 116-ft.-wingspan demonstrator crashed in 
unpopulated wetlands June 11 near Bloodsworth Island in 
Dorchester County, Md., 22 mi. east of its base at NAS 
Patuxent River. Although declining to comment on the 
progress of the investigation, the Navy is confident it will gain 
a clear picture of what happened. “It will take weeks to sort it 
out, but one of the good things with UAVs is all the 
information on the health and state of the vehicle it collected,” 
says Rear Adm. Bill Shannon, unmanned aviation and strike 
weapons program executive officer. 

Shannon adds that the accident took place 10 min. after 
takeoff while the RQ-4 was still orbiting in a climbing spiral 
within restricted airspace, enroute to its operating altitude of 
50,000 ft. Images of the crash site appear to show that the RQ-
4 impacted in a relatively flat attitude, having evidently 
descended in a slow spiral. 

The investigation is assessing the mishap against causes 
of previous Global Hawk losses. Those ranged from 
inadvertent radio transmission on the aircraft's flight 
termination frequency to incorrectly installed hardware and a 
faulty fuel nozzle valve. 

Meanwhile, preparations continue for first flight of the 
initial MQ-4C by the end of 2012, says Northrop Grumman . 
For the Navy, flight testing and build-up to initial operational 
capability in 2015 cannot come soon enough. “This capability 
has never been needed more as we rebalance toward the 
Pacific,” says Vice Chief of Naval Operations Adm. Mark 
Ferguson. Describing the UAS as a force multiplier, Ferguson 
says, “BAMS will provide an asymmetric advantage to the 
U.S. Navy. Long-range persistent surveillance transforms the 
nature of warfare at sea.” 

Unlike the heavily adapted Block 10 BAMS-Ds, the 
larger-span, heavier MQ-4C is purpose-designed to provide 
persistent maritime intelligence, surveillance and 
reconnaissance (ISR) at a mission radius of 2,000 nm for 24 
hr. seven days per week with 80% effective time-on-station. 
The Triton is externally distinguished from all previous Global 
Hawk variants by the bulbous belly housing of its 360-deg. 
multifunction active sensor active, electronically steered array 
(MFAS AESA) X-band radar, as well as a titanium engine 
inlet cowl incorporating an anti-ice/deice system. The wing 
leading edges are also configured with a deicing system and 
treated to improve resistance to hail and bird-strike. 

Internally, the wing is strengthened to withstand gust 
loads that will be encountered on sea patrol , while the 
forward fuselage is also beefed up to house the MFAS and 

other sensors. A fixed chin fairing is positioned under the chin 
for the Raytheon-supplied auto-target tracking electro-
optic/infrared turret system. The multispectral system includes 
full-motion video and can zoom in to visually identify ships 
using its high-resolution optics. 

The MFAS, in development flight tests on a Northrop 
Grumman Gulfstream II testbed, is designed for maritime 
detection, tracking and classification using maritime search, 
inverse synthetic aperture (ISAR) and SAR modes. MFAS test 
flights are “scheduled through October as the program 
matures,” says Capt. James Hoke, program manager for the 
Persistent Maritime Unmanned Aircraft Systems Program 
Office (PMA-262). “Thirty testbed aircraft flights for early 
MFAS trials are planned. The tests will focus on maturing the 
performance of maritime surface surveillance modes of the 
radar,” he adds. 

The MFAS is the “highest-risk sensor,” says Hoke. Flight 
tests in the Gulfstream “allow us to learn a lot about what the 
needs of the P-3 community are that will operate it. This tells 
us everything from what that community expects to what sort 
of data will be shared,” he adds, referring to the UAS's role as 
part of a broader set of systems. 

Unlike its land-bound predecessors, the MQ-4C will also 
carry the Automatic Identification System (AIS), which 
provides information received from VHF broadcasts on 
maritime vessel movements around the world. It incorporates 
an AN/ZLQ-1 electronic support measures system as well, and 
a “due-regard,” nose-mounted radar forward of the large 
wideband satcom antenna for safe separation. 

Developed by ITT Excelis, the due-regard system, also 
known as the Air-to-Air Radar Sub-System is a three-panel 
AESA designed to provide a sense-and-avoid capability for 
the MQ-4C. The radar is “post-critical design review and is 
currently performing component-level integration and test,” 
says Hoke. 

Following a series of up to nine test flights in the Edwards 
AFB restricted airspace, the first system demonstrator aircraft 
(SDD 1) will transit to Patuxent River to complete 
development work. “SDD 2 will be about a month behind it,” 
says Hoke. “Our goal is to fly SDD 1 will all sensors on its 
first flight .” In all, the Navy plans to acquire 68 MQ-4Cs to 
maintain a standing operational fleet of 22 aircraft . 

Although no firm decisions have been announced, the 
MQ-4Cs are expected to be based at sites in Hawaii, Diego 
Garcia, Japan, Italy and at NAS Jacksonville, Fla., and NAS 
Point Mugu, Calif. 
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36. U.S. Submarine Fire Review Board Set Up 
Board Formed To Review Fire Aboard Sub Miami 
(DEFENSE NEWS 29 JUN 12) ... Christopher P. Cavas 

A fireman walks off the U.S. nuclear submarine USS 
Miami the morning after an intense fire burned out the 
submarine's forward interior. (U.S. Navy) 

A coordinated effort to review all aspects of the fire on 
the nuclear submarine Miami was established June 27. 

Rear Adm. Terry Kraft, commander of the Naval Warfare 
Development Command, has been directed to put together a 
panel that “will review the ongoing investigations, findings, 
and any other information necessary to obtain a complete 
understanding of the event,” said Capt. Chris Sims, a 

spokesman for U.S. Fleet Forces Command in Norfolk, Va. 
“To do this, additional interviews may be conducted as well as 
additional documentation collected.” 

The fire broke out May 23 as the attack submarine lay in a 
drydock at the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard in Kittery, Maine. 
Firefighters needed at least 10 hours to put out the fire, which 
burned out most of the submarine’s forward section. 

The fire, the Navy said, started when hot welding slag in a 
vacuum cleaner caught fire when the implement was placed 
among some cleaning supplies and left unattended. 
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While the Navy claims the submarine’s nuclear reactor 
and propulsion system are intact, unofficial reports indicate 
severe damage forward of the amidships bulkhead, which 
separates the forward working and berthing spaces from the 
propulsion systems. 

Navy leaders have vowed to repair the 22-year-old 
submarine — which already is scheduled to be taken out of 
service in 2020 — but no decision is expected until the 
investigations are complete. 

Kraft, working under the overall direction of Adm. John 
Harvey, commander of Fleet Forces Command, is to head the 
effort “to review and consolidate all the reports associated 
with the Miami fire,” Sims said in a statement. 

“They are also expected to identify causal factors that 
may run concurrently through the investigations and provide a 
detailed understanding that ensures that every step possible is 
taken to learn from this fire and that all involved are better 

prepared to prevent something similar in our future,” he 
added. 

“The Navy is diligently investigating this incident from 
many different perspectives — from ship to shore, to 
maintenance and many other points in between,” Sims 
explained. 

“Additionally, repairs will require overlapping 
involvement of multiple organizations to restore USS Miami 
to full service. The panel will assess if the correct 
organizations have been brought together to restore Miami as 
soon and completely as possible, and the panel will provide an 
independent repair planning and progress report to the fleet 
commander every 30 days.” 

The effort will continue “as long as it takes to get the 
answers we need,” Sims said. 

A final report is due to Fleet Forces Command 60 days 
after a signed command investigation is presented. 
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37. NASSCO To Take Over Virginia Shipyard 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 29 JUN 12) ... Gary Robbins 

For the second time in a year, defense giant General 
Dynamics has purchased a shipyard and placed it under the 
control of NASSCO, the ship building and repair company 
headquartered on San Diego Bay. 

General Dynamics says it has acquired the Ship Repair 
and Coatings Division of Earl Industries, which is based in 
Portsmouth, Va. That division repairs Navy ships at in 
Portsmouth and at a yard in Mayport, Fla., the home of a large 
Navy base. Earl employs about 575 people at the two yards. 
The company's work includes repairing nuclear-powered 
aircraft carriers, as well as other ships. 

The value of the deal was not disclosed. But General 
Dynamics, based in Falls Church, Va., said in a statement that 
it expects value "to be accretive to earnings in 2013. The 
transaction is expected to close this summer." 

Fred Harris, NASSCO's president, said in a statement, 
"The acquisition of the Ship Repair and Coatings Division of 
Earl Industries will extend the reach of NASSCO’s ship 
maintenance and repair operations in two key East Coast naval 

ports. This move enhances General Dynamics’ ability to 
deliver cost effective maintenance and repair services to the 
U.S. Navy, maximizing the life of in-service ships for the 
betterment of the entire U.S. fleet.” 

Last fall, General Dynamics bought Metro Machine, a 
Navy repair shipyard in Norfolk, Va. Metro is under the 
control of NASSCO. 

In recent days, there's been speculation in the business 
press that General Dynamics will buy a majority stake in the 
Austal shipyard in Alabama. That yard builds littoral combat 
ships and Joint High Speed Vehicle ships. (Story). 

Tim Colton, who writes the influential blog Maritime 
Memos, said online Friday, "sources tell me that BAE is 
looking at strengthening its defenses by buying MHI and/or 
Tecnico. At this rate, virtually all private-sector naval repair 
work will be concentrated in yards owned by either GD or 
BAE. June 29, 2012." 

BAE operates a shipyard in San Diego, next to NASSCO. 
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BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
38. A Classy Arrival: USS Wasp Part Of Navy Week In Boston 
(ANDOVER (MA) EAGLE-TRIBUNE 01 JUL 12) ... Alexandra Pecci 

Confession: I don't usually listen to the flight attendant's 
pre-flight safety announcements before I fly commercial. But 
preparing to board a Navy MH-53 helicopter is a little bit 
different. I'm definitely listening now. 

The flight crew's instructions are terse and to the point. 
"As far as going down in the water," Kirk Harbolt, one of 

the crew, warns us. "Don't get out." 
Got it. 
The helicopter's rotor blades are powerful and booming, 

even through my headphones. Keeping my head down against 
the wind from the blades, I climb up a metal ramp into the 
back of the huge chopper, and it's like walking into the belly 
of a robot. Everywhere I look is gunmetal grey, with piping 
and wires snaking across the walls and ceiling. A patch sewn 

onto one of the crew member's sleeves reads, "If size didn't 
matter we'd all fly 60s," a nod to this hulking MH-53. 

I adjust my helmet, goggles, headphones, and life vest and 
strap myself into a canvas-covered seat against the wall of the 
chopper. We take off vertically, leaving Boston below, and 
head out to sea. The back of the helicopter is open, and its 
wind ripples the ocean as we fly over it. Harbolt leans out one 
of the open windows. The wind whips my hair and notebook, 
and suddenly I realize that the nervous stomach that's plagued 
me for hours is gone. 

I'm one of about 20 media personnel and other visitors 
who were invited to fly out on the helicopter early Thursday 
morning to board the amphibious assault ship USS Wasp and 
ride in as it entered Boston Harbor for the city's Navy Week. 
The Navy's Distinguished Visitors Program aims to increase 
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public awareness of its mission and teach people about what 
these men and women really do day in and day out. 

We land on the Wasp's sprawling flight deck, and it's hard 
to believe that this ship, which is nearly the length of three 
football fields, weighs more than 40,000 tons, and houses 
about 1,500 people, is smaller than an aircraft carrier. We're 
ferried almost immediately to the mess deck, where we eat 
lunch with enlisted Sailors. 

"Try the pizza casserole," the food service officer, John 
Harrison, tells me. So I do, and it's actually pretty good, 
combining pasta, tomato sauce, and cheese with slices of 
pepperoni and sausage. In case any of the Sailors are 
concerned about it, the mess deck also lists the fat and calorie 
content of everything it serves. (In one cup of pizza casserole? 
279 calories and 13 grams of fat). 

We spend the rest of the afternoon meeting Sailors and 
learning about the mission of the Wasp and the people on 
board. Back on the flight deck, I learn that one of the Wasp's 
missions these days is to serve as a test platform for the F-35B 
joint strike fighter, which is the "aircraft of the future," 
according to Stew Wennersten, the Wasp's operations officer. 

Up and down steep, ladder-like stairs we go all day long, 
moving through endless, narrow passageways that leave me 
disoriented. All the way at the top, we're in Vulture's Row, 
where we tower high above the flight deck and can see the 
Wasp's navigational system. Six ladders down into the bowels 
of the Wasp, and we're in the well deck, an area that can be 
flooded with seawater so amphibious crafts can be launched 
from the ship. 

Although the Wasp's primary mission is to move Marines 
and supplies from ship to shore, I was surprised to find out 
that the ship and others of its class (LHD) also have a huge 
role to play in humanitarian relief efforts around the world. 

Wasp has onboard a 600-bed hospital, with five operating 
rooms, a 15-bed intensive care unit, triage area, X-ray 
capabilities, dentistry area, blood bank, nurses, doctors and 
surgeons. Because of its "ship-to-shore" capabilities, Wasp-
class ships can transport victims of disasters or humanitarian 
conflicts and provide medical care and supplies, whether it's 
following events like the Haitian earthquake, Southeast Asian 
tsunami, or the Somali civil war. Plus, everything in the 
hospital is on wheels so medical teams can move equipment 
and patients while still providing care, even if the ship sustains 
battle damage. 

"Just because they're shooting at us doesn't mean we're 
going to stop," says the ship's senior medical officer, Dr. JC 
Dapena. "Trust me, I've been there." 

We emerge back onto the flight deck in time to witness 
manning the rails, a naval tradition of lining the deck with 
Sailors to show respect as a ship enters port. 

The bustling flight deck grows hushed as slowly and 
precisely, Sailors and embarked marines line up around the 
circumference of the huge ship, facing the sea. The Wasp 
moves slowly though the Boston Harbor Islands and toward 
the city as the sun sets ahead of us. The Sailors stay quiet even 
as they're greeted by cheers from throngs of people crowding 
the pier and lawn at Castle Island. As the sun dips below the 
Boston skyline, we watch Harborfest fireworks burst above 
the water, illuminating the sky and casting the helicopters and 
Sailors on the flight deck in striking silhouette. 

I step off the ship and turn around, and the sight of the 
Wasp towering above the jetty takes my breath away. I didn't 
realize just how huge it was until I was off of it. The Navy 
promised us the experience of a lifetime. And they certainly 
delivered. 

View Clip (RT: 2:16) 
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39. OpSail Boston Opens With A Bang 
(BOSTON GLOBE 01 JUL 12) ... Martine Powers 

On the opening day of Boston’s tall ship festival, nautical 
crews at the Fish Pier couldn’t help but exhibit a little friendly 
competition. 

The Indonesian barquentine had the most ornate upper 
deck, intricate patterns carved into the wood; the Ecuador 
steel-hulled barque had the longest line for visitors to board; 
Brazil’s Cisne Branco blasted the loudest music, colorful pop 
hits from the ship’s home country. 

And the ARC Gloria of Colombia has its vast flag 
billowing in the wind — the largest flag on any tall ship in the 
world, said its lieutenant commander, Andres Avella. 

“There are other tall ships that try to make their flags 
similar, but they look sort of bad-looking and tired,” said 
Avella, cracking a smile as he gestured at his neighbors in the 
Fish Pier. “Our flag, it is as big as our Colombian hearts.” 

Tall ships from around the world gathered in Boston 
Saturday to kick off OpSail Boston 2012, a festival that brings 
thousands of people to the city’s waterfront to step foot on the 
world-renowned vessels through Thursday. 

As early as 8 a.m., festival-goers gathered at Castle Island 
to watch the vessels glide by as they made their way to dock. 
Festivities during the day included sites focused around 
Boston Harbor: the Fish Pier, in the North End, and in the 
Charleston Navy Yard. Many spent the day craning their 

necks to gaze at intricate rigging, pointing at ship crews 
stepping nimbly on nautical ladders, and taking iPhone photos 
at each ship’s glossy wheel. 

William G. Armstrong Jr., spokesman for Operation Ship 
Inc., a nonprofit that hosts tall ship events throughout the 
country, said Saturday that the organization does not keep 
estimates on how many people they expect to board the tall 
ships during its six days in Beantown. But, he said, they 
anticipate the number of visitors will soar. 

“I’ve been on this tour with OpSail since April,” 
Armstrong said. “And I’ll tell you, the enthusiasm and 
friendliness of the crowds we’ve seen coming to the ships in 
Boston today were better than we’ve seen anywhere else.” 

Eileen Bostwick of Waltham and her daughter, Samantha, 
27, arrived at the Fish Pier right as the festival began. “We 
were here right from the beginning,” Eileen Bostwick said. “It 
was quite an impressive sight to see the ships pull in.” 

For Jeanne and Joe Kleinberg of Plymouth, it was their 
first time at a Boston tall ship festival. Walking alongside 
Ecuador’s BAE Guayas, Joe Kleinberg said he was intrigued 
to get an inside look at ships hailing from ports around the 
world. But his favorite ship of the day, he said, was a local 
breed. “The USS Constitution,” Kleinberg said, “of course.” 
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At the Charlestown Navy Yard, Millie Sutton of Jefferson 
City, Mo., could barely contain her excitement. Old Ironsides 
was a prime stop on her itinerary. “It’s the oldest — I had to 
see it,” Sutton said. 

For the Douglas family of Indianapolis, the tall ship 
festival was the last stop on a road trip centered around the 
200th anniversary of the War of 1812. The visit to Boston 
Harbor was quite a treat for the family from a landlocked 
state. “There’s something about being by the water that’s a 
little awe-inspring,” said Kelly Douglas. 

Her sentiments were echoed throughout the day. “There’s 
something magnificent about these ships — really regal,” said 
Elizabeth Martin, 35, of Acton. 

“They’ve kind of got the romance of a bygone era,” said 
her husband, Craig Martin. 

The couple has had a lifelong passion for tall ships — 
Elizabeth spent two weeks sailing on one in college. Craig 
proposed to her on a tall ship in Charleston. They had their 
rehearsal dinner on a tall ship. Now, their 3-month-old son, 
Alexander, was experiencing his first tall ship. “He’s really 
taking it all in,” said Elizabeth Martin, looking down at the 
infant, who was snoozing peacefully in the baby carrier on her 
chest. 
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40. Sailors, Marines Donate Time To Homeless 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 30 JUN 12) ... Mass Communications Specialist 2nd Class Sunday Williams, Navy Public Affairs Support 
Element, Norfolk 

BOSTON -- Sailors and Marines volunteered to prepare 
and serve meals for the homeless as part of several community 
relations (COMREL) outreach projects held during Boston 
Navy Week June 29. 

Service members began their day assisting food workers 
at the Pine Street Inn, dicing vegetables and making 
sandwiches for the shelters street outreach teams to give away. 

The Pine Street Inn opened its doors four decades ago, 
offering approximately 200 men suffering from alcoholism a 
safe alternative to the streets of Boston. 

Since then, they have expanded to serve more than 1,300 
men and women each day, providing a comprehensive range 
of programs and services, including housing, outreach, shelter 
and job training. The Inn's ultimate goal for all of their 
programs is to make permanent housing a real possibility for 
all. 

"This is a great way to give back to the community of 
Boston," said Damage Controlman Firemen Roneshia 
Redmond, attached to the multi-purpose amphibious assault 
ship USS Wasp (LHD 1). 

Michael Oliver, director of Corporate and Foundation 
Relations of the Pine Street Inn said he and his staff were glad 
to have the military help with meals. 

"It was great to have service members come in and work 
hand-to-hand with our food workers," said Oliver. "It was an 
honor to have them here." 

Oliver said they prepare 2,000 meals per day to feed the 
homeless of Boston and that a big percentage of those people 
are fellow veterans. 

"Ten percent of the homeless that we assist here are 
military veterans so service members are helping a lot of their 
own today," said Oliver. 

Service members also volunteered their time at the Boston 
Rescue Mission where they helped serve and prepare meals. 
The Boston Rescue Mission began more than 100 years ago 
and continues to work toward their goal to provide the 
homeless and poor of greater Boston with the support, 
training, and resources necessary to sustain independent living 
for a lifetime. 

Military members who volunteered said they were eager 
to give their time. 

"I just felt the need to get out and do a COMREL because 
I've never done it before and thought it would be a great 
experience," said Culinary Specialist 3rd Class Justin 
Washington, assigned to the multi-purpose amphibious assault 
ship, USS Wasp (LHD 1). 

Jason Bonetti, a volunteer coordinator for the Boston 
Rescue Mission said he was excited to have the military's help 
at the mission. 

"It's great timing because our normal veterans shelter is 
being shut down due to a pipe rupture," said Bonetti. "It never 
hurts to have the extra help." 

Service members will continue to donate their time 
throughout Boston Navy Week at various locations. 
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41. Imaginations Take Flight At Air Show 
(PORTSMOUTH (NH) HERALD 01 JUL 12) ... Suzanne Laurent 

PORTSMOUTH — They came out for the thunder of the 
blue-and-yellow fighter jets, and they weren't disappointed. 

Many were families like the Teagues of Hingham, Mass., 
who came to the city Saturday to see the U.S. Navy Blue 
Angels F/A-18 Hornets during the Service Credit Union 
Boston-Portsmouth Air Show. 

"It's been a tradition for us," said Robin Teague. "Our son 
Will's grandfather was a Marine in Vietnam and we like to 
show him what the planes can do. It also makes me feel like 
our country is well-protected." 

Will, 6, was holding a model of a Blue Angel plane and 
he was anxious to see the show get started. 

His sister Katie, 4, liked all the aerodynamic acts she had 
been watching since the family arrived at 11 a.m. She even 
gave nicknames to all the planes, calling them "yellow 
highlighters," "speed reds," and the Blue Angels were "speed 
blues." 

The Teagues have attended the air show for the past three 
years and were disappointed to learn this may be the last show 
for a while in Portsmouth. 
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Robin Teague said she was surprised there was little 
traffic coming into Pease International Tradeport from the 
highway. 

The Rivers family of Kittery Point, Maine, decided to 
view the show inside the gates of Portsmouth International 
Airport this year. 

"Two years ago we saw the show from a boat in the Great 
Bay," Melissa Rivers said. "This year, we're seeing it from 
beneath the nose of a jet." 

Indeed, the Rivers clan, and many others, took shade 
under the wings and noses of a squadron of Green Mountain 
Boys of Vermont fighter jets. 

"It was an interesting view from the boat, but we wanted 
to come inside the airport this year," Rivers said. She was with 
her husband, John, and their children, Abigail, 5, and Isaac, 3. 

Wendy Fetterolf of Pepperhill, Mass., said taking cover 
under the wings of the Green Mountain Boys' jets was a "great 
idea." 

"I said to my husband, 'There are no trees here,'" Fetterolf 
said. "But we have the planes instead." 

Fetterolf and her husband, Jim, first saw the Blue Angels 
when they were living in San Francisco, Calif., 12 years ago. 
This time they brought along their son, Andrew, 11, who was 
at his first air show and patiently waiting with his parents for 
the Blue Angels, who were the last act of the day. 

The Blue Angels performed at the air show held two years 
ago; last year, the U.S. Air Force Thunderbirds were the 
highlighted performers. 

The Daniel Webster Council Boy Scouts of America and 
the Brain Injury Association of New Hampshire are jointly 
producing the show. 

More than 1,000 Scouts from the Daniel Webster Council 
camped out Friday night in Newmarket and came to volunteer 
at the air show Saturday. 

Chris Bourn and Jared Manning, both 12, of Troop 10 of 
Wilton, said they spent the morning emptying trash bins in the 
VIP section of the air show. 

They are both working toward their aviation badge and, 
while Manning was almost finished the work required for the 
badge, Bourn still had to interview a pilot. 

Their Scoutmaster, C.J. Bourn of Pack 424, said he 
thought attendance numbers were down at the event this year. 

"It raises a lot of money for our three camps," he said. 
Proceeds from the event benefit Camp Carpenter in 

Manchester and Hidden Valley and Bell Camps in Gilmanton. 
The first-aid tent, staffed by Portsmouth Regional 

Hospital, saw a steady stream of minor complaints, said Grant 
Turpin, the hospital's Emergency Medical Services 
coordinator. 

"Mostly scrapes and people getting too hot," he said. 
The show continues today. 
In addition to the Blue Angels, performers include the 

U.S. Army Parachute Team Golden Knights, Black Diamond 
Jet Team, National Aviation Hall of Fame legend Sean D. 
Tucker, wing walker Jane Wicker and aerobatic superstar 
Michael Goulian. 
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42. The Great Lakes Region Played A Key Role In The War Of 1812, And You Can Visit Several 
Important Sites 

(CLEVELAND PLAIN DEALER 30 JUN 12) ... Susan Glaser 
It's time to remember the forgotten war. 
It won't be hard this year -- with 200th-anniversary events 

planned throughout Ohio, Michigan, New York and Ontario, 
all sites of major battles in the War of 1812. Two weeks ago, a 
re-declaration of war against the British kicked off the 
commemoration, which will last for several years. 

The War of 1812, sandwiched between the Revolutionary 
and Civil wars, often gets overlooked in history classes and 
textbooks. 

It shouldn't, especially in Ohio, argues Rick Finch, site 
manager at Fort Meigs near Toledo, the site of two War of 
1812 battles. "It's hard to think that something so important 
happened right where we live," said Finch. "Ohio is the front 
line, especially northern Ohio." 

Sometimes called America's second war of independence, 
the War of 1812 pitted the United States (again) against the 
British, who allied themselves with a coalition of American 
Indians led by Shawnee Chief Tecumseh. 

At stake: America's long-term independence from an 
overreaching Great Britain, not to mention control of the Great 
Lakes, the Northwest Territory and the future of Canada. 

The war is largely considered a draw by historians -- the 
Treaty of Ghent, which ended the war, called for the return of 
pre-war borders. But that doesn't mean nothing was gained 
from the conflict. 

"We were once at war with Britain and British North 
America [modern-day Canada] -- now they're our greatest 
allies," said Blanca Alvarez Stransky, superintendent of 

Perry's Victory and International Peace Memorial on South 
Bass Island in Lake Erie. "We don't even think about it, we 
just take it for granted. We need to remember it wasn't always 
like that. It can be taken away from us rather quickly." 

The war raged from 1812 to '15, with battles fought 
across the young United States, from Baltimore to New 
Orleans. But some of the most contentious fighting occurred 
on what is now the United States-Canada border, along the 
Detroit and Niagara rivers, and lakes Erie and Ontario. 

You don't have to travel far to make the conflict comes 
alive -- to northwest Ohio, eastern Michigan, western 
Pennsylvania and southern Ontario -- where forts, ships, 
monuments and museums bring these critical years to life. 

Take a tour of these sites -- some original, some re-
created -- and you'll come away with a better understanding of 
the importance of this conflict to the future of the United 
States. Forgotten no more. 

Fort Meigs, Perrysburg 
Fort Meigs, just south of Toledo on the Maumee River, 

was built in early 1813 as a temporary supply depot and 
staging area for a U.S. invasion into the British colony of 
Upper Canada (present-day Ontario). It came under attack by 
British and Indian troops twice, in May and July 1813, both 
times unsuccessfully, and was dismantled in September that 
same year. 

The Ohio Historical Society rebuilt the fort and opened it 
to the public in 1974. Today, visitors can walk around the 10-
acre site and into several blockhouses to learn about life as a 
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19th-century soldier. Historical interpreters offer rifle and 
musket demonstrations; a museum and visitors center put the 
battles in context with the war and international events. 

Perry's Victory and International Peace Memorial, 
Put-in-Bay 

Perry's memorial, on South Bass Island in Lake Erie, 
commemorates the pivotal Battle of Lake Erie in September 
1813, during which Commodore Oliver Hazard Perry 
outmaneuvered and outlasted the Royal Navy, guaranteeing 
U.S. control of the Great Lakes. The victory was considered a 
turning point in the war. After his success, Perry famously 
penned these words to Gen. William Henry Harrison: "We 
have met the enemy, and they are ours." 

The memorial, erected for the 100th anniversary of the 
battle, towers 352 feet above the village of Put-in-Bay, 
offering terrific views of Lake Erie, Ohio's mainland, 
Michigan and Ontario. The observation deck atop the 
memorial has been closed for repairs for several years, but is 
to reopen Tuesday. 

Flagship Niagara, Erie, Pa. 
The Brig Niagara, a reconstruction of the ship that Perry 

used in the Battle of Lake Erie, is docked at the Erie Maritime 
Museum, not far from where the ship was built in 1812. 
Visitors can tour the ship when it is in town, and take 
occasional public sails on the lake (reservations required far in 
advance). The ship has a busy schedule this summer -- 
appearing in several war commemoration events, including a 
portion of Cleveland Navy Week, Aug. 27-Sept. 4 -- so call 
ahead before heading to Erie. 

While in Erie, check out Presque Isle State Park, where 
Perry assembled his fleet before heading over to Put-in-Bay. A 
large monument at the park pays tribute to Perry. 

River Raisin National Battlefield Park, Monroe, Mich. 
British troops and their Indian allies won a major victory 

at River Raisin (also known as the Battle of Frenchtown) in 
present-day Monroe, Mich., in January 1813. The battle was 
part of a larger American effort to retake Detroit (the city was 
lost to the British in August 1812). But the plan backfired: 
Nearly 400 Americans were killed here, making it one of the 
deadliest battles during the war for the United States. A 
subsequent massacre of wounded American troops by Indians 
became known as the River Raisin Massacre and led to the 
rallying cry "Remember the Raisin!" 

The battlefield became a national park in 2010 and tells 
the story of the war and the struggle for the Northwest 
Territory. 

Fort Mackinac, Mackinac Island, Mich. 
The first land battle of the war took place in July 1812, 

when British soldiers surprised Americans on Mackinac 
Island; the Americans didn't even know the two countries 
were at war. Two years later, the Americans tried 
unsuccessfully to take the fort back. The fort, returned to 
United States after the war, is now owned by the state park 
service and is a top draw on lovely Mackinac Island, midway 
between Michigan's upper and lower peninsulas in Lake 
Huron. 

Fort Malden National Historic Site, Amherstburg, 
Ontario 

It was here in August 1812 that British Maj. Gen. Isaac 
Brock, commander-in-chief of forces in Upper Canada, forged 
an alliance with Shawnee chief Tecumseh, and where the two 
planned their successful attack on Detroit. 

The fort was evacuated by the British after the Battle of 
Lake Erie; retreating British soldiers fought and lost the 
nearby Battle of the Thames, where Tecumseh was killed. The 
post subsequently was returned to the British after the war. 

Today, visitors can check out original soldiers barracks 
and the cookhouse, watch musket firings, and tour a museum 
and visitors center. 

Fort George National Historic Site, Niagara-on-the-
Lake, Ontario 

Fort George, on the Niagara River at the mouth of Lake 
Ontario, served as the headquarters for the British army during 
the War of 1812. The fort was captured by Americans in May 
1813 in what was the first American victory on the Niagara 
front, and used as a base to invade the rest of Upper Canada. 
Fort George was retaken by the British in December. A 
monument to Isaac Brock, known as "the hero of Upper 
Canada," is in nearby Queenston Heights. 

Today, the fort offers tours, artillery demonstrations, a 
fife-and-drum corps and more, in the heart of scenic Niagara-
on-the-Lake. 

Old Fort Niagara, Youngstown, N.Y. 
Across the Niagara River, on the American side, is Old 

Fort Niagara, originally built by the French in the late 1600s to 
protect the interests of what was known as New France. 
During the War of 1812, the fort was captured by the British 
in December 1813, then returned to the United States at the 
end of the war. 

Today, visitors can take a guided or self-guided tour of 
the 23-acre fort, with access to six buildings as well as terrific 
views of the lake and river. 

Old Fort Erie, Fort Erie, Ontario 
Control of Fort Erie, built by the British as a supply depot 

in 1764, shifted several times during the War of 1812, because 
of its important location on the Niagara River at Lake Erie 
(across the river from Buffalo). It was the site of Upper 
Canada's bloodiest battle, where 1,000 troops were killed or 
wounded in August and September 1814, when the British 
fought unsuccessfully to regain control of the fort. Destroyed 
by the Americans in late 1814, it was rebuilt in the 1930s and 
now is owned and operated by the Niagara Parks Commission. 
Grounds tours include soldiers barracks, officers quarters and 
more. 

Fort York, Toronto 
American soldiers occupied Fort York, in Upper Canada's 

capital, for several days in April 1813, during which they 
burned parliament buildings and looted homes. In retaliation, 
the British burned the Capitol and White House when they 
captured Washington, D.C., a year later. Today, Fort York 
offers Canada's largest collection of original War of 1812 
buildings. 

Anniversary Events 
Plan your tour of War of 1812 sites around these special 

events: 
Tuesday: The observation deck atop Perry’s Victory and 

International Peace Memorial in Put-in- Bay reopens to the 
public after years of closure. 

July 14-15: The Navy of 1812: Sailors on the Lakes, a 
naval encampment at Fort George and Navy Hall in Niagara-
on-the- Lake, Ontario. 

July 17: Capture of Fort Mackinac, 200 years later, a re-
enactment with music, musket salutes and more; Mackinac 
Island, Mich. 
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July 21-22: Chillicothe During the War of 1812 at Adena 
Mansion & Gardens, the home of Ohio Gov. Thomas 
Worthington. 

Aug. 11-12: Siege of Fort Erie annual re-enactment of 
Canada’s bloodiest battlefield. 

Aug. 17-18-19: Fort Jennings Bicentennial in Fort 
Jennings, Ohio, with re-enactors, historic crafts, military 
vehicle show. 

Aug. 18-19: Celebrate Oliver Hazard Perry’s 227th 
birthday with a Perry lookalike contest, 19th-century cricket, 
cooking stations, musket demos and more. 

Aug. 27-Sept. 4: Cleveland Navy Week includes ship 
visits, the Navy Band, submarine tours and more. 

Sept. 1-2: War of 1812 Encampment at Old Fort Niagara, 
Youngstown, N.Y. 

Sept. 7-8-9: The 199th anniversary of the Battle of Lake 
Erie at Perry memorial in Put-in-Bay. Celebration includes a 
parade, fireworks and a harbor illumination. 

Oct. 13-14: The Battle of Queenston Heights; re-enactors 
from the United States and Canada replay this pivotal battle at 
Fort George in Niagara-on-the-Lake, Ontario. 

Jan. 19, 2013: The 200th anniversary of the Battle of 
River Raisin in Monroe, Mich. 

May 4-5, 2013: Fort Meigs commemorates the 200th 
anniversary of the First Siege. 

Late August through Sept. 10, 2013: The 200th 
anniversary of the pivotal Battle of Lake Erie takes center 
stage in numerous events throughout the region. 
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43. Navy Announces Building Plan For SEALs 
Navy SEALs need more facilities to support growth 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 29 JUN 12) ... Jeanette Steele 

To make room for more Navy SEALs, the Navy is 
considering adding facilities along the Silver Strand and 
around Coronado, in a 10-year building push that could start 
as soon as mid 2014. 

The process kicked off Friday when the Navy released a 
description of the envisioned “coastal campus” and maps of 
three possible sites. 

Details are available at www.nbccoastalcampuseis.com 
The first scenario would consolidate some of Naval 

Special Warfare's far-flung Coronado classroom and 
administrative buildings on the southern part of the Silver 
Strand, north of Imperial Beach. 

The second scenario is similar, but it would extend the 
building footprint south to the Imperial Beach border. A third 
alternative would spread the new construction around Navy 
bases in Coronado, including North Island Naval Air Station 
and Coronado Naval Amphibious Base, where the majority of 
SEAL activities now occur. 

A final scenario to be examined is no expansion. But a 
Navy website about the proposal says that if there's no change, 
the SEALs wouldn't have enough room for current and future 
training support, and they wouldn't be able to cope with 
congressionally mandated expanded training needs. 

A Navy spokesman said that the proposals don't include 
moving the historic “grinder” courtyard, where generations of 
SEAL-hopefuls have sweated through workouts at the 
Coronado amphibious base. The outdoor SEAL obstacle 
source, visible from state Route 75, also wouldn't be affected, 
said Brian O'Rourke, spokesman for Navy Region Southwest. 

Next month, the Navy will hold two public “scoping” 
meetings in Imperial Beach and Coronado to field comments 
on the proposal. 

On July 17, the meeting will be from 6 to 8 p.m. at the 
Imperial Beach Marina Vista Community Center, 1075 Eighth 
St. 

On July 18, the meeting will be at the Coronado Public 
Library, 640 Orange Ave. 

Navy representatives will be on hand to provide 
information on the proposed changes, discuss the 
environmental impact statement process and take on issues of 
interest. 

There was some disgruntlement from area residents in 
2010 when the Navy issued a draft environmental impact 
statement on a proposal to increase the frequency of training 
activities on the Silver Strand. 
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44. VB Dedicates New Seabees Headquarters 
(WAVY NBC NORFOLK 29 JUN 12) 

VIRGINIA BEACH, Va. -- The First Naval Construction 
Division (1NCD) has officially dedicated its new headquarters 
building on Joint Expeditionary Base Little Creek-Fort Story. 

Overseeing more than 16,000 U.S. Navy Seabees 
deployed worldwide, the 1NCD helps provide military 
construction support and philanthropic assistance. 

The eco-friendly building is dedicated to Lt. Carl Milford 
Olson, a Civil Engineer Corps officer who gave his life 
serving in the North African and Sicilian campaigns of World 
War II. It replaces temporary barracks built in 1943, a 
structure known as the oldest building at the Little Creek base. 

The 28,330-square-foot, $11.5 million headquarters, 
designed by RRMM Architects and contracted by Noah 

Enterprises and Mid Eastern Builders, Inc., will house 
approximately 150 military and civilian personnel. Acting as 
an Operations Control Facility, its purpose is to provide the 
staff with superior functional workspace to better support the 
needs of the Seabees deployed across the world. 

Along with a focus on improved assistance, the building 
also is a model of environmental awareness as it was designed 
to deliver high performance in human and environmental 
health, sustainable site development, and notable energy 
efficiency. Consequently, it has been submitted for Leadership 
in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) certification. 
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45. Indiana’s Wish Fund Child Visits Surface Fleet 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 30 JUN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Christine Walker-Singh, Naval Surface Forces 
Public Affairs 

SAN DIEGO -- A nine-year-old diagnosed with a Stage 
IV Wilms' tumor, received a wish sponsored by the Indiana 
Children's Wish Fund of Indianapolis, to spend a day visiting 
elements of Commander, Naval Surface Force, U.S. Pacific 
Fleet in San Diego, Calif., June 22. 

During his visit, Devin Hensley, who was diagnosed with 
the kidney tumor in January 2010, toured the Arleigh Burke-
class guided missile destroyer USS Halsey (DDG 97); the 
firearms tactical training simulator; and the littoral combat 
ship training simulator. 

"Devin has always been interested in the military forces," 
said Leslie Hensley, Devin's mother. 

According to Hensley, her son loves watching both the 
military and history channels. 

"Since he was little, he always wanted to be a "Soldier," 
but now, after this opportunity he will probably become a 
"Sailor," said Hensley. 

In addition to touring the facilities, Devin also had the 
opportunity to interact and visit with Sailors. 

"My favorite part of the day was having lunch with the 
captain and the crew," said Devin, following his trip aboard 
Halsey. "I know the captain is very busy, but he still took time 
for me and I am really happy that he did." 

Devin was not the only person who enjoyed the outcome 
of his wish. 

"It was an incredible feeling for me to help Devin 
experience his naval dream," said Ensign Jeffrey Brauser, the 
repair division officer aboard Halsey. "Every day we come to 
work and dive into our daily routines, and we sometimes take 
for granted the experiences we have. Today, Devin was able to 
experience life on board a United States naval warship, and it 
was indescribable to see the joy it brought him. I am very 
grateful I had the opportunity to participate in Devin's dream 
and I will never forget the smile on his face as he walked 
across the brow, leaving the ship." 

According to Hensley, her son completed his treatment in 
August 2010 and though he is required to attend checkups 
every three months for possible recurrence, he will be able to 
cut his follow-ups down to every six months in September. 

“Devin is your average nine-year-old boy," said Hensley. 
"He just has a large scar to show how amazing he really is." 

The Indiana Children's Wish Fund, founded in August 
1984, is a nonprofit and single-entity, statewide organization 
that grants wishes to Indiana children who have been 
diagnosed with a life-threatening or terminal illness. Funding 
for the wishes are made possible through the support of 
corporate and individual donations, as well as fundraising 
events. To date, the program has granted more than 2,300 
wishes to Indiana children. 
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46. WWII Veteran Gets His Wish, Tours Modern Submarine 
(BRUNSWICK (GA) NEWS 29 JUN 12) ... Gordon Jackson 

KINGS BAY, Ga. — World War II Navy veteran Dan 
Edwards has fond memories of his time serving aboard 
submarines. 

He enlisted as a physician examiner in 1944 and went to 
diving and submarine school. He went to Pearl Harbor, where 
he worked as a submarine and diving medical officer. He also 
served aboard submarines during the Korean War on multiple 
tours of duty. 

He left the Navy in 1954 to earn a medical degree and 
worked as a general practitioner. 

But the lure of the sea kept tugging and in 1984, at the age 
of 57, Edwards tried to re-enlist in the Navy. He was rejected 
because he was considered too old. 

So, he joined the Air Force, where he served 10 years, 
retiring as a lieutenant colonel. 

Now, the retired physician is struggling with early onset 
of Parkinson's disease. He uses a cane to walk and is 
becoming more dependent on his wheelchair. 

But his memories of serving aboard submarines remain 
strong. 

He applied to the Wish of a Lifetime organization in 
August 2011 with a request to tour a modern submarine. The 
organization, which tries to grant wishes for aging seniors, 
contacted Navy officials in Norfolk, Va. 

They denied the request, citing his mobility issues and 
age. It didn't deter Edwards. 

He asked a maintenance man at the assisted living facility 
where he lives in Nashville, Tenn., to set up a ladder so he 
could practice climbing up and down. 

"We thought he was crazy," Edwards' son Palmer 
Edwards said. 

Then, Wish of a Lifetime officials told Edwards' story to 
Scott Bassett, public affairs officer at Naval Submarine Base 
Kings Bay, in Camden County. 

"The buy-in for me was showing he could go up and 
down a ladder," Bassett said. "There was something about this 
guy that was special." 

The ability to navigate a ladder was crucial to allowing 
Edwards inside the submarine. 

Thursday, Edwards's wish was granted. He made the 
rigorous climb down two vertical flights of ladders with a little 
help from the crew of the USS Maryland, an Ohio-class 
submarine at Kings Bay. 

Once inside, Edwards showed his knowledge of 
submarines when one of his first questions was about the 
boat's periscope depth. The answer, he was told, is classified. 

But most of Edwards' questions were answered as he met 
with individual crew members. He asked about the ballast 
control system that allows the boat to submerge, hover at 
different depths and return to the surface. 

He also learned how much more difficult it is to earn a 
Dolphins badge, than when he served aboard submarines. All 
Sailors serving aboard submarines are required to earn 
Dolphins, which show a Sailor has knowledge of all the boat's 
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systems, which are considerably more complicated than when 
he served on diesel subs. 

He showed special interest when he met with the Navy 
corpsman responsible for taking care of the crew's medical 
needs at sea. Edwards asked about the types of ailments the 
corpsman treats and how he deals with specific problems, 
including how the crew handles emergency medical 
evacuations at sea. 

He was accompanied on the tour by his son, Palmer 
Edwards of Winston-Salem, N.C., and grandson, Michael 
Rieser, of San Francisco. During the tour, they had lunch in 
the officers' stateroom with the boat's captain, Cmdr. Gregory 
Kercher. 

After the tour, crew members snapped crisp salutes to 
Edwards as he left the boat. Kercher presented Edwards with a 
plaque designating him an honorary crew member and an 
officer's ball cap from the boat. 

"I truly am honored you were able to come on board 
today," Kercher said. "The legacy you set allows us to carry 
on." 

Edwards said modern submarines are impressive, 
complicated machines compared to ones he served aboard. 

"It's much bigger and more complicated," he said. "It 
brought back memories sitting in the board room." 

One thing hasn't changed, however. Today's Sailors have 
the same qualities as those he served with when he was in the 
Navy. 

"The submarine personnel have always been a different 
cut," he said. "I'm really glad they trusted me to go on." 

After he left Kings Bay, Edwards toured the St. Marys 
Submarine Museum. Today, he will tour Naval Station 
Mayport and attend a small ceremony at the Veteran's 
Memorial in Kingsland where an engraved brick with his 
name will be placed to honor him. 
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47. Environmentalists Knock EPA's OK Of Plan To Sink Ships During Exercises 
(HONOLULU STAR-ADVERTISER 29 JUN 12) ... William Cole 

HONOLULU — As the Navy touts upcoming biofuel 
tests in what it has dubbed the "Great Green Fleet" during Rim 
of the Pacific war games off Hawaii, environmentalists are 
decrying the planned sinking of three old Navy ships as 
polluting the sea. 

The vessels Kilauea, Niagara Falls and Concord are 
scheduled to be sunk as part of target practice during 
RIMPAC, while the Coronado will be deep-sixed during the 
exercise Valiant Shield later this year, according to a coalition 
of environmental groups. 

The groups maintain that the ships are contaminated with 
toxic metals and polychlorinated biphenyls, based on 
documentation of contaminants found in more than 100 ships 
previously sunk by the Navy in the past 12 years. 

Several decommissioned ships are sunk every two years 
off Hawaii during RIMPAC with missiles, guns, bombs and 
torpedoes, in target practice that takes place at least 57 miles 
from land and in waters at least 6,000 feet deep, the Navy said. 

The environmental groups Basel Action Network, Sierra 
Club, Earthjustice and Center for Biological Diversity jointly 
condemned the Navy's ship-sinking exercises, which the Navy 
has dubbed "SINKEX." 

"The hypocrisy of the Navy's new ecological 'Great Green 
Fleet' demonstrating its 'greenness' by sinking ships containing 
globally banned pollutants off the coast of Hawaii is 
particularly ironic," Colby Self of the Basel Action Network's 
Green Ship Recycling Campaign said in a written statement. 
"But the realization that this choice by the Navy to dump 
poisons into the marine environment is not only unnecessary, 
but also is costing Americans hundreds of green recycling 
jobs, makes this SINKEX program both an environmental and 
an economic insult." 

The Navy is demonstrating a Great Green Fleet by using a 
50/50 blend of traditional petroleum-based fuel and biofuel 
made from waste cooking oil and algae oil to power some 
ships and aircraft. 

The Navy said all the SINKEX vessels are prepared in 
accordance with a permit issued by the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency. Each ship "is put through a rigorous 
cleaning process," including the removal of PCBs, 

transformers and large capacitors, small capacitors to the 
greatest extent practical, trash, floatable materials and 
materials containing mercury or fluorocarbons, the service 
said. 

Petroleum fuel and oils are also cleaned from tanks, 
piping and reservoirs, the Navy said. 

"SINKEX events enhance combat readiness by providing 
realistic training that cannot be duplicated in simulators," the 
Navy said. 

The Niagara Falls and Concord are Mars-class combat 
supply ships, while the Kilauea is an ammunition ship. 

Two years ago during RIMPAC, the retired helicopter 
carrier New Orleans stayed afloat for hours as it was 
pummeled by at least seven Harpoon anti-ship missiles. An 
Air Force B-52 bomber also dropped a laser-guided 500-
pound bomb onto the 603-foot amphibious ship, which was 
finished by deck guns from a firing squad of ships from the 
United States, Japan, Australia, Canada and France. The big 
ship finally went down about 70 miles northwest of Kauai. 

In December, the Basel Action Network and Sierra Club 
sued the EPA for what the groups said was the federal 
agency's "ongoing failure to adequately regulate a federal ship 
sinking program that pollutes the sea with toxic chemicals." 

The suit claims the EPA fails to adequately regulate the 
ocean dumping of PCBs, mixtures of synthetic organic 
chemicals that are toxic and dangerous to human health and 
the environment and can accumulate through the marine food 
chain. 

The Associated Press reported that under an agreement 
with the EPA, the Navy must document how much toxic 
material is removed and how much goes into the sea during 
the ship sinkings, but an AP review of Navy reports since 
2000 found incomplete and inconsistent estimates of PCBs 
and other toxins. 

Amanda Goodin, an Earthjustice attorney representing the 
environmental groups in the lawsuit, said an injunction has not 
been sought to stop the RIMPAC sinking exercises. 

"Our lawsuit is against EPA, it's not against the Navy," 
Goodin said. "We would like to see the Navy not sink these 
three vessels, certainly, but what we're asking is for EPA to 
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increase its regulation of the sinkings and to require higher levels of remediation." 
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48. Japan's Okinawa, Iwakuni Reject U.S. Plan To Deploy Osprey Aircraft 
(KYODO NEWS 01 JUL 12) 

NAHA/IWAKUNI, Japan, -- Okinawa Gov. Hirokazu 
Nakaima rejected a U.S. plan to deploy the MV-22 Osprey 
transport aircraft at the Marine Corps' Futenma Air Station in 
the southwestern Japan prefecture during talks Sunday with 
visiting Japanese Defense Minister Satoshi Morimoto, citing 
safety concerns after a series of accidents abroad involving the 
aircraft. 

Yamaguchi Gov. Sekinari Nii and Iwakuni Mayor 
Yoshihiko Fukuda cited the same reason in rejecting a U.S. 
plan to deploy the aircraft at the Marines' Iwakuni Air Station 
in Yamaguchi Prefecture for trial flights ahead of its 
deployment in Okinawa, during talks with Morimoto who 
traveled to the western Japan prefecture later in the day. 

Although neither the local nor national governments have 
legal grounds to reject the plan, according to the Japanese 
Defense Ministry, Nakaima said, "We just have to reject it as 
it is a question of safety." The talks took place as around 220 
protesters held a rally outside the Okinawa prefectural 
government building. 

The Iwakuni mayor told Morimoto, "We cannot accept it 
as safety concerns have not been removed." Yamaguchi Gov. 
Nii said the U.S. plan is being pursued "without any debate" 
and he is opposed to the deployment being carried out as is. 

Morimoto's trip to Okinawa, which hosts the bulk of U.S. 
forces in Japan, came after the United States officially notified 
Japan on Friday that it would commence full-scale Osprey 
flight operations at the Futenma base in early October, after 
trial flights from late July at the Iwakuni base. 

"If the United States forces through the Osprey 
deployment in Okinawa and an accident or other incident 
occurs, we will have no choice but to seek an immediate 
shutdown of all (U.S. military) bases" in the prefecture, 

Nakaima told reporters after the talks with Morimoto, 
indicating arrival of the Ospreys would further worsen local 
sentiment. 

In the talks, Morimoto, on his first visit to the prefecture 
as defense minister, sought local acceptance for the 
deployment plan by emphasizing that Tokyo will urge 
Washington to provide more detailed information on recent 
Osprey crashes. He said investigations so far into the causes of 
the accidents involving the aircraft, which are capable of 
vertical takeoff and landing, "are not yet complete." The 
governor, meanwhile, reiterated his call for the relocation of 
the Futenma base outside of the prefecture, as opposed to the 
Japan-U.S. plan to transfer it within Okinawa. 

Morimoto apologized for the stalled relocation of the 
base, saying, "I'm sorry that it is not making smooth progress 
due to a lack of effort by the Democratic Party of Japan-led 
government." During a meeting Saturday, Mayor Atsushi 
Sakima of Ginowan, where the Futenma base is located, called 
on Morimoto to try to prevent the Osprey deployment, saying 
the plan is "very regrettable and unacceptable" as "it's an 
undeniable fact that Ospreys crashed twice in as many 
months." The defense minister replied that he will "carry local 
opinions back (to Tokyo) and take them into account while 
thinking about what the central government should do." 
Facing local opposition, Tokyo and Washington have agreed 
not to conduct Osprey test flights at the Iwakuni base until 
more information about the recent crashes of an MV-22 
Osprey in Morocco in April and a U.S. Air Force CV-22 
Osprey in Florida in late June is provided to Japan. 
Washington is expected to present the results of its probe into 
the accidents to Tokyo in August. 
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49. Sorrow's Best Friend 
Service dogs named for fallen soldiers are giving help and solace to veterans beset by war trauma 
(BOSTON GLOBE 01 JUL 12) ... Katie Johnston 

LEXINGTON, N.C. -- Two years after returning to 
Massachusetts from Iraq, the worst memories of her combat 
experience began to resurface for Natasha Young-Alicea: Five 
dead Marines, killed while dismantling unexploded bombs; 
the bloody gear she collected for disposal; the personal 
belongings that she sorted, packed, and returned to grieving 
families. 

Nightmares, migraines, and anxiety attacks followed. The 
31-year- old became increasingly isolated and depressed. She 
withdrew from family and friends. "I went from this bubbly, 
flowery woman to this lukewarm…,” the retired staff sergeant 
began, her voice trailing off. "I felt like a visitor in my own 
life.” 

Eight hundred miles away, in this central North Carolina 
community, Samuel and Evelyn Harris faced their own dark 
memories of a beautiful, late summer afternoon in 2008 when 
a chaplain and four Navy SEALs drove up to their home and 

told them their youngest son, Joshua, a 36-year old SEAL, had 
drowned during an operation in Afghanistan. 

"There are days,” said Evelyn Harris, "I don't think I'm 
going to make it.” 

Like thousands of Americans during more than a decade 
of war, the Harrises and Young-Alicea lived separately in their 
sorrow. They sought comfort from family and friends, advice 
from counselors, and solace in their community. They fought 
despair, and prayed for strength. They hoped to find some sort 
of peace. 

And eventually they would, with the help of an 
unexpected friend - - a two-year-old golden retriever -- and, 
ultimately, each other. 

Nobody ever expected much from Young-Alicea. She 
grew up poor in Lawrence, raised by her mother, who couldn't 
work due to a disabling back condition and depended on 
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government assistance. Her father, who struggled with drugs, 
was beaten to death in a bar fight when she was 19. 

After graduating from a technical high school in Hathorne 
in 1999, Young-Alicea joined the Marines, where she earned 
honors and was quickly promoted up the ranks. "It was the 
first time that anybody in my young adult life believed in me 
that I could be more,” she said. 

She was deployed to Iraq twice. By the second time, in 
2007, she was a sergeant in a company that dismantled and 
disposed of unexploded bombs, grenades, and other ordnance. 

It was part of Young-Alicea's job to deal with the deaths 
and casualties that resulted from this dangerous assignment, 
including helping to craft letters of condolence to families. In 
addition to the five Marines killed during her eight-month 
tour, about a dozen more were wounded. "The ones that didn't 
pass away were pretty messed up,” she said. 

When she came back to Massachusetts, she worked 70 
hours a week as a Marine recruiter in Plymouth and pushed 
the memories deep down inside her. "I didn't feel,” she said. 
But three years ago, she had a baby, and then a series of 
serious health setbacks that eventually forced her to retire 
from the Marines. She fell into a black hole of despair. 

"Things started surfacing,” she said. 
A Star Who Looked To Help 
Josh Harris grew up a world apart from Young-Alicea. 

His father is a gynecological surgeon and retired obstetrician; 
his mother, an actress who started a children's theater in 
Lexington. 

Josh went to Davidson College to play football and study 
art, and his darkly beautiful abstract paintings cover the walls 
of his parents' home on a 300-acre former dairy farm. 

He was always helping people, friends and family say. A 
star high school linebacker who defended a girl being bullied 
in the hall, the protective brother who slept on his twin sister's 
couch when she moved to New York because he didn't want 
her to be alone. He was also the boy who always brought 
home stray dogs. 

Josh had wanted to be a Navy SEAL since he was in high 
school, his mother said, and after studying art in Prague, 
pursuing a graduate degree in architecture, and working as a 
carpenter, he became one at the age of 28. 

He was deployed to Iraq and Afghanistan five times and 
received numerous medals, including a purple heart and two 
bronze stars with valor. 

His mother worried, but she had a feeling that nothing 
could happen to the son who could do so much so well, and 
who could always tell when she was upset. Every time he left, 
he told his parents: "No matter what happens to me, just know 
that I am living my dream.” 

On the day the Navy chaplain came to their door, his 
father recalled, "I just sort of fell to the ground like a bolt of 
lightning hit me.” 

Jumping To Top Of The List 
Sam and Evelyn Harris buried their son in Arlington 

National Cemetery, escorted there by the Patriot Guard Riders, 
a national motorcycle organization that accompanies grieving 
military families to funerals. One of the riders in attendance 
was David Cantara, a 48- year-old Army veteran from High 
Point, N.C., who rescues golden retriever puppies and trains 
them as psychiatric service dogs for veterans. 

With the families' blessing, he names them for fallen 
soldiers. 

Two and a half years after the funeral, he called the 
Harrises and asked if he could dedicate one of his dogs to 
Josh. Evelyn felt comforted by the thought of having another 
connection to her son, who was, she said, "insane over 
animals.” 

"We are basically providing a living memorial for their 
son or daughter so their stories can be told, so their memories 
can be kept alive,” said Cantara, whose oldest daughter died as 
an infant. "It is a healing mission of course for the dogs and 
the soldiers, but also for the soldiers' families.” 

Cantara, who grew up in Biddeford, Maine, has placed 37 
dogs with veterans free of charge and has nine more "recruits” 
in training through his two-year-old nonprofit organization, 
Patriot Rovers. 

The dogs support veterans suffering from post-traumatic 
stress disorder and brain injuries, doing everything from 
alleviating anxiety with a gentle nudge to interrupting 
nightmares, turning on lights, and searching the house for 
intruders. 

Each dog wears a sign that says "Ask to pet me,” 
providing a way for withdrawn veterans to interact with 
people and tell the story of a fallen soldier. 

Cantara has 40 veterans waiting for dogs, but when he 
saw Young- Alicea's application, with details of her service in 
an explosive ordnance disposal unit, she jumped to the top of 
the list. 

At first, Young-Alicea was leery about getting a service 
dog. Her two-year-old golden retriever wears a picture of his 
namesake -- bearded and wearing fatigues -- attached to his 
red service dog vest. 

"It shines a light on your issues,” she said. 
But in the three months since she's had Josh, she said, 

she's been calmer. She and her son play with the dog in the 
yard, running and laughing together in ways they hadn't 
before. 

Everywhere Young-Alicea goes, Josh is with her -- at the 
veteran center in Haverhill where she volunteers during the 
day, at Northern Essex Community College where she takes 
classes at night. 

Once, when a professor's remark made her leap to her feet 
in a rage, Josh stood up and licked her hand, nudging her 
gently back from the brink. 

When she goes to the grocery store, Josh sits behind her 
in the checkout line, keeping people from coming up too close 
behind her, which makes her anxious. Each night, he sits in 
front of the closet where her medication is stored to remind 
her to take it. 

"He loves me without judgment,” Young-Alicea said, 
tears glistening in her eyes. "He's always got my back.” 

For the Harrises, knowing there is a living symbol of their 
son, one that is helping another veteran cope with emotional 
battle scars, has been healing. 

"We're just keeping Josh's good going,” Evelyn Harris 
said. 

Coming Together In Memory 
Last month, Cantara maxed out his credit card to fly 

Young-Alicea, her husband, Robert, and Josh down to North 
Carolina to meet the Harrises. 

Cantara has run through his life savings to keep his 
operation afloat and is seeking more grants to cover the $6,300 
cost to train and care for each dog. 



 

42 
 

The two families came together at the county fairgrounds 
during a festival held each summer in Josh Harris's honor. The 
money raised at the annual festival goes toward military 
support organizations and scholarships for local students. 

After standing silently while a bugler played taps, the 
Harrises walked over to Young-Alicea, who was waiting 
nervously under a tree, and wrapped their arms around her. 

In the middle of it all, panting quietly, was Josh. 
Evelyn Harris knelt down and stroked his head. "Josh,” 

she repeated softly as she looked at her son's picture on the 
dog's vest. "Josh. 

"You take good care of Josh?” asked Harris. 
"I love Joshua,” Young-Alicea said. 
"Does he take good care of you?” Harris asked. 

"More than you could ever imagine,” Young-Alicea 
replied. 

That evening, Young-Alicea sat on the Harrises' sofa and 
flipped through a photo album from his funeral. 

Tears streamed down her face as she thought about the 
comrades she had lost in Iraq and the man she never knew 
who is now so much a part of her life. 

Just after sunset, the Harrises took her to a memorial they 
had created for their son on top of a small hill -- a bench 
flanked by two poles flying an American flag and a Navy 
SEALs trident. 

Together, with Josh, they looked out over a field of young 
pines as the sky slowly darkened. 

Return to Index 
 

50. USS Constitution’s Forgotten, Brave Crew Honored 
(BOSTON GLOBE 01 JUL 12) ... Peter Schworm 

Undefeated in battle, a wooden vessel so stalwart it 
became known as Old Ironsides, the USS Constitution is 
perhaps the nation’s most famous warship, an abiding symbol 
of national pride and naval might. 

Yet for two centuries, the hundreds of ordinary Sailors 
who served aboard the great frigate during its most famous 
victories have been forgotten by history, with little known of 
their lives or sacrifice. They were celebrated in their day, 
honored with parades on their triumphant returns to Boston. 
But as the ship’s legend grew, they faded to obscurity. 

Now, as Boston joins the nation in commemorating the 
bicentennial of the War of 1812, their stories are finally being 
told. 

After a decade of poring over archives here and abroad, 
researchers at the USS Constitution Museum in Charlestown 
have pieced together the lives of hundreds of seamen and 
Marines who served on the Constitution during the war. 
Among the many characters are James Bennett, a freeborn 
black man who plugged holes from enemy shot and was later 
killed in the Battle of Lake Erie, and Asa Curtis of Scituate, 
the ship’s gunner, who was “weatherbeaten and scarred from 
many years at sea.” 

Often starting with little more than a name, researchers 
spent long hours combing through pension applications and 
military documents, personal correspondence, and British 
prisoner-of-war records, to compile profiles of the Sailors and 
provide a fuller picture of the ship’s history. 

“It’s always been the missing piece of the story,” said 
Anne Grimes Rand, the museum’s president, as she walked 
through an exhibit that highlights individual Sailors and the 
experience of life at sea. 

It was a daunting task, one that scholars warned was 
nearly impossible given the passage of time. But the museum 
staff, joined by a host of volunteers, pursued the project with a 
sense of obligation, determined to give the men their due. 

“The Constitution is talked about as if it’s its own agent,” 
said Sarah Watkins, the museum’s director of collections and 
learning. “We wanted to tell the story of the men who sailed, 
who steered, who fought.” 

Armed with a solid list of crewmen, researchers began 
searching through archives for leads, relying heavily on 
pension records and protection certificates that seamen used as 
proof of citizenship. 

“It was like a passport of the day,” said Lauren 
McCormack, the museum’s bicentennial programs 
coordinator. “And in the pension records, you really had to tell 
your story.” 

Those archives often provided a foothold that led 
researchers to other documents — marriage and death records, 
wills, and census records. 

Slowly, breakthroughs came, and lives came into focus. 
As researchers learned more, they were drawn into the stories, 
forging bonds with the figures from long ago. 

“They started out as names, and they evolved into 
individuals,” Watkins said. “For us, it’s not just an intellectual 
pursuit, it’s an emotional connection.” 

The bond was particularly strong with David Debias, a 
freeborn black from Beacon Hill who was just 8 when he 
joined the crew, becoming a servant for a master’s mate. 

Debias was among the crew chosen to sail on the HMS 
Levant after it was captured by the Constitution. That vessel 
was in turn seized by the British on its return to the United 
States. He was imprisoned in Barbados for a few months 
before being sent home to his family. 

He was discharged in 1815, earning $32 for his seven-
month stint. 

But Debias was soon back on the seas again, joining the 
merchant fleet and then reenlisting on the Constitution. In 
1838, he left his ship while it was docked in Alabama and was 
seized in Mississippi as a runaway slave. 

Researchers found a letter that a lawyer for Debias wrote 
the secretary of the Navy, asking for proof of his military 
service. But they couldn’t find a response and worried the path 
had gone cold. 

“We all wondered, ‘What happened to David?’ ” Watkins 
said. 

Then one day, the National Archives called, saying they 
had tracked down the Navy’s response affirming his military 
service. When the news came, yelps of delight filled the 
museum’s library. They never found out whether he regained 
his freedom. But there was hope. 

Another riveting, if tragic, story was that of Philip 
Brimblecom. Born in 1786 in Marblehead, he grew up fishing 
cod, and in 1809 he sailed on his uncle’s schooner to Spain. 
But the ship was taken off the coast of Spain and impounded 
by the French government. Brimblecom went to work aboard 
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a French merchant ship, but then it was seized, and 
Brimblecom was jailed in England. 

He eventually escaped and found an America-bound ship. 
But by this point the war had begun, and Brimblecom was 
captured again. In September 1812, he was exchanged as a 
prisoner of war. 

Undeterred, he signed up for the Constitution the same 
month. During a battle in December 1812, a cannonball took 
away his arm at the elbow. 

“Everything bad that can happen in seafaring happened to 
him,” said Matthew Brenckle, the museum’s research 
historian. 

He could not find work, and wrote the Navy seeking a job 
and increase in his $6 monthly pension. 

Brimblecom was given a job in the Charlestown Navy 
Yard in 1816, but later wrote and asked them to “look after a 
poor distressed crippled Sailor.” He died at 38. 

Such stories show the dangers and unforgiving nature of 
life at sea, and the sacrifice of those who served during what 
many consider the country’s second war of independence. 

Yet hundreds of crew members remain just names on a 
muster, and researchers say their work is far from done. As 
word of the project has spread, descendants of Sailors have 
contacted the museum with potential leads, and researchers are 
hopeful they will continue to make progress. 

“We find out more practically every single day,” Brenckle 
said. 
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51. Washington Museum Shows War Of 1812 Not Just "Star-Spangled Banner" 
(REUTERS 01 JUL 12) ... Ian Simpson 

WASHINGTON -- The War of 1812 may be the United 
States' forgotten conflict, but an unprecedented art museum 
exhibit shows that there was a lot more to it than the "The 
Star-Spangled Banner." 

The wide-ranging show, "1812: A Nation Emerges" at the 
National Portrait Gallery in Washington, brings together more 
than 100 paintings, sculptures, artifacts and documents to 
explain the little-known war and its deep impact on the infant 
United States. 

The core of the treasures are scores of works from what 
curator Sidney Hart called "the Golden Age of Anglo-
American portraiture," including a dozen pieces by early 
American master Gilbert Stuart. 

"It's art telling history, that's a lot of what we do," Hart 
told Reuters on a tour of the exhibit, the first major show to 
tell the story of the war with artifacts from the United States, 
Britain, Ireland and Canada. 

The exhibit opened 200 years almost to the day after the 
newly formed and fragile United States declared war on the 
British Empire, one of the mightiest powers of the age. 

The David-and-Goliath match was a sideshow to the 
Napoleonic Wars in Europe, where the main antagonists were 
France and Britain. 

Americans resented interference by former colonial 
master Britain in their overseas trade, including seizure of 
ships and Sailors, and British backing of Native American 
tribes against U.S. expansion. 

Four-Sided War 
The exhibit underscores the rawness of the American 

continent with a 1795 George Beck painting showing the 
future U.S. capital as a scattering of huts in a near-wilderness. 

The show features portraits of the soldiers, Sailors, 
warriors and statesmen in the two-and-a-half years of four-
sided fighting among Americans, Canadians, Native 
Americans and Britons. 

They include portraits of "War Hawk" congressmen 
Henry Clay and John Calhoun; future presidents John Quincy 
Adams, William Henry Harrison and Andrew Jackson; and 
one of the show's gems, a Sir Thomas Lawrence painting of 
British Foreign Minister Lord Castlereagh on loan from the 
National Portrait Gallery in London. 

"If we had another Smithsonian 'Night at the Museum' 
hopefully these people would all recognize each other," said 

Hart, referring to the 2006 movie about museum exhibits that 
come alive. 

Fighting was scattered across the vast North American 
interior, centered on ineffectual U.S. efforts to invade Canada. 
Naval battles saw powerful frigates of U.S. design defeat 
British ships, shocking the world's top sea power. 

On display is a wooden model of the most famous of the 
warships, the USS Constitution, or "Old Ironsides," that was 
in the Oval Office when President John Kennedy was 
assassinated in 1963. 

Rocket's Red Glare 
The 1814 British naval attack on Baltimore's Fort 

McHenry is brought to life by a hand-colored aquatint by John 
Bower showing the nighttime assault. Also on hand is a model 
of a British Congreve rocket used in the assault. 

Seeing the U.S. flag wave over the fort throughout the 
bombardment inspired Francis Scott Key to write "The Star-
Spangled Banner," the national anthem, with its description of 
"the rocket's red glare." His original manuscript and a 
lithograph portrait of Key are in the show. 

The war ended with the signing in December 1814 of the 
Treaty of Ghent, with the pre-war status quo unchanged. A 
U.S. copy of the document, complete with red seals and 
signatures, is in the exhibit. 

Hart said what kept the war from seeming to be a draw for 
Americans was Jackson's decisive defeat of a British force at 
New Orleans in January 1815. 

News of the victory arrived in Washington at the same 
time as that of the Treaty of Ghent, fueling the public's feeling 
of national score-settling with Britain, he said. 

The War of 1812 gave a jolt to American identity, with 
the first mention of Uncle Sam as a national symbol in a 
pamphlet that is included in the show. The war also cleared 
the way for booming U.S. economic growth and expansion 
that led to the devastation of N ative American tribes. 

The war "settled a whole lot on how America perceived 
itself and how it would act," Hart said. 

Among other commemorations of the war in Washington, 
the Canadian Embassy is hosting a multimedia presentation. 

Canada also is marking the bicentennial through 
commemorations that include a special silver dollar coin, a 
new national monument, funding for re-enactments and even a 
mobile phone app. 
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The National Portrait Gallery show ends January 27, 2013. 
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52. Naval Special Warfare Command Remembers Operation Red Wings 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 29 JUN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Geneva G. Brier, Naval Special Warfare Public 
Affairs 

CORONADO, Calif -- Naval Special Warfare Command 
(NSW) marked the seventh anniversary of Operation Red 
Wings with a memorial ceremony June 28, honoring the men 
who died during combat. 

The commemorative service took place at the NSW 
headquarters building, in front of a tree and plaque that was 
dedicated to the 11 fallen Sailors and eight Army Soldiers on 
the one-year anniversary of the operation. 

Lt. Cmdr. James Peugh, a Navy chaplain, began the 
ceremony with an invocation, followed by remarks from NSW 
commander, Rear Adm. Sean A. Pybus. 

"To the friends and families they left behind, Naval 
Special Warfare remains committed to your health and well 
being, it is our obligation to our teammates, we cannot let 
them down and we will always remember and they will 
always be with us," said Pybus. 

Following his speech, Pybus and Force Master Chief 
Stephen Link escorted family representatives of Senior Chief 
Information Systems Technician (SEAL) Daniel R. Healy, 
Hospital Corpsman 1st Class (SEAL) Jeffrey S. Taylor and 
Gunner's Mate 2nd Class (SEAL) Danny P. Dietz, as they 
placed a ceremonial wreath and bouquet of flowers at the 
memorial on behalf of all families of the fallen. 

"This is such an important day for me," said Jennifer 
Healy, Healy's sister. "Having NSW remember the fallen men 
of Operation Red Wings makes me feel closer to my brother; I 
know he is looking down on us today, smiling and wanting us 
to remember him and honor him," said Healy. 

The operation claimed the lives of 11 Navy SEALs and 
eight Army Night Stalkers, Soldiers assigned to the 160th 
Special Operations Aviation Regiment, who were conducting 
combat operations deep behind enemy lines east of Asadabad 
in the Hindu Kush of Afghanistan. 

A four-man Navy SEAL team was conducting a 
reconnaissance mission in the mountains when their mission 
was compromised and a fierce firefight erupted. As the fight 
continued, each SEAL received numerous wounds. Lt. 
Michael P. Murphy exposed himself to enemy fire to call for 
reinforcements that might save his teammates. A group of 
eight SEALs and eight Army Night Stalkers rushing to join 
the battle were killed when their helicopter was shot down 
before they could land. 

The only SEAL on the ground to survive the battle, 
Hospital Corpsman 1st Class (SEAL) Marcus Luttrell, fought 
and evaded the enemy for several days before being rescued. 

For their sacrifice, actions and bravery, the men were 
awarded the nation's highest honors - including the Medal of 
Honor received by Lt. Michael P. Murphy, Navy Crosses for 
his teammates on the ground; Sonar Technician (Surface) 2nd 
Class (SEAL) Matthew G. Axelson, Dietz and Luttrell. 
Sixteen Bronze Stars were awarded to the men who were 
killed coming to their aid. 

As the ceremony ended each name of the fallen was read 
followed by a single bell toll. 

Those who died during Operation Red Wings are: 

 Lt. Cmdr. Erik S. Kristensen (SEAL) 

 Maj. Stephen C. Reich 

 Lt. Michael M. McGreevy Jr. (SEAL) 

 Lt. Michael P. Murphy (SEAL) 

 Chief Warrant Officer Corey J. Goodnature 

 Chief Warrant Officer Chris J. Scherkenbach 

 Master Sgt. James W. Ponder III 

 Senior Chief Information Systems Technician 
(SEAL) Daniel R. Healy 

 Chief Fire Controlman (SEAL) Jacques J. Fontan 

 Sgt. 1st Class Marcus V. Muralles 

 Sgt. 1st Class Michael L. Russell 

 Electronics Technician 1st Class (SEAL) Jeffery A. 
Lucas 

 Hospital Corpsman 1st Class (SEAL) Jeffery S. 
Taylor 

 Staff Sgt. Shamus O. Goare 

 Sonar Technician (Surface) 2nd Class (SEAL) 
Matthew G. Axelson 

 Gunner's Mate 2nd Class (SEAL) Danny P. Dietz 

 Sgt. Kip A. Jacoby 

 Machinist's Mate 2nd Class (SEAL) Eric S. Patton 

 Quartermaster 2nd Class (SEAL) James Suh 
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53. SEAL Training Range Won't Show Woman As Target 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 30 JUN 12) ... Kate Wiltrout 

NORFOLK--The Navy will not use a target depicting a 
Muslim woman holding a gun at a new training range for 
SEALs in Virginia Beach. 

The announcement came hours after the Council on 
American-Islamic Relations asked the Pentagon to remove the 
target. A picture of the cardboard target, which shows a 
woman in a headscarf holding a pistol, was published in The 
Virginian-Pilot on Tuesday. The image shows verses of the 

Quran hanging on the wall behind the woman, which also 
generated criticism from the group. 

Nihad Awad, executive director of the Washington-based 
council, said in the letter to Defense Secretary Leon Panetta 
dated Friday that the target "is offensive and sends a negative 
and counterproductive message to trainees and to the Muslim-
majority nations to which they may be deployed." 

Panetta's press office did not respond to a request for 
comment. Late Friday, Lt. David Lloyd, a spokesman for 



 

45 
 

Naval Special Warfare Group 2, said the materials in question 
would not be used on the close quarters combat training range, 
which was dedicated Monday at Joint Expeditionary Base Fort 
Story. 

"We have removed this particular target and Arabic 
writing in question from the range in the near term, and will 
explore other options for future training," Lloyd said. 

Naval Special Warfare Group Two, which oversees SEAL 
teams 2, 4, 8 and 10 at Joint Expeditionary Base LIttle Creek, 
has not yet put the $11.5 million facility to use. 

The 26,500-square-foot building contains 52 
interconnected spaces, including mock-ups of markets, a 
hospital, schools, a bank, a bus depot and two mosques. It will 
allow small groups of SEALs to practice enemy engagement 
at close range. 

Many of the details were taken from actual raids over the 
past decade, Capt. Tim Szymanski, the commodore of Naval 
Special Warfare Group 2, said during a tour of the facility 
Monday. 

Szymanski said SEALs must differentiate in a split 
second between civilian bystanders and potential enemies, and 

noted other cardboard cut-outs on the range would show 
people holding animals, not weapons. 

Ibrahim Hooper, a spokesman for the Islamic group, said 
it's important that military units not be trained to see Muslims 
as enemies, even if they are fighting in Afghanistan or other 
Muslim-majority nations. 

"There are all kinds of people all over the world trying to 
do us harm. Why would you use this particular image in 
training people how to kill?" Hooper asked. "It creates the 
impression, we believe, in subtle and not-so-subtle ways, that 
you should view Muslim women in headscarves with hostility 
and suspicion." 

The council also spoke out in recent months against an 
instructor at the Joint Forces Staff College in Norfolk who 
taught a course on Islamic radicalism that referred to the war 
on terror as a war against Islam. 

The course was halted after a military officer who was a 
student complained. The instructor, an Army officer, was 
relieved of his teaching duties. A broader review of training 
across the military related to Islam found no other problems. 
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54. Navy Official: Jets Caused Booms Heard, Felt Around County 
USGS Says Earthquake Activity Was Not Responsible 
(KGTV ABC SAN DIEGO 30 JUN 12) ... Preston Phillips 

SAN DIEGO -- A U.S. Navy official said Navy fighter 
jets were responsible for two loud booms that startled many 
residents across San Diego County on Friday afternoon. 

On Friday evening, Lt. Aaron Kakiel, a spokesman for 
Naval Air Forces Pacific, told 10News that two F/A-18 fighter 
jets from the aircraft carrier USS Carl Vinson caused two 
sonic booms that were heard and felt around the county. 

"It's basically when the aircraft goes faster than the speed 
of sound," Kakiel told 10News. "It generates a sonic wave that 
can be heard... same thing you hear when somebody cracks a 
whip." 

Kakiel said that after closer examination, it was 
determined that the sounds did in fact come from Navy jets. 

He said the carrier was 32 miles west of San Diego on a 
"family day offshore." 

At about 12:45 p.m., the 10News newsroom began 
receiving reports from residents in the Mira Mesa and 
Clairemont areas saying they felt an earthquake. A check of 
the U.S. Geological Survey map of the Southern California 
region showed no earthquake activity, and USGS officials 
confirmed earthquake activity was not responsible. 

Hundreds of residents from as far north as Oceanside and 
down to Chula Vista called or emailed 10News to report they 
heard and felt a "rumble"-like sound. 

An Escondido woman told 10News: "I heard and felt the 
loud boom/2-3 second shake here in Escondido. Just as I was 
deciding whether to leave my desk it was gone. Happened 
really fast but very noticeable. Wonder what it was!" 

One Clairemont resident said: "We felt it in northwest 
Clairemont around 12:45. We thought it was an earthquake." 

David Draize, owner of the Galactic Comic Store in 
Ocean Beach, told 10News, "We were just kind of curious as 
to what it was, unsure if it was an earthquake or a sonic 
boom." 

He added, "It was kind of an interesting yet little bit scary 
experience." 

Another Ocean Beach merchant, Jackie Jones, said, "It 
was crazy; it was like a quick one though. It was a loud noise, 
boom!" 

San Diego police Lt. Andra Brown said she felt 
downtown SDPD headquarters jolt a bit from inside her fifth-
floor office. Likewise, Maurice Luque, spokesman for the city 
Fire-Rescue Department, detected structural jostling akin to a 
weak earthquake at his workplace. 

Brown said two citizens, one in La Jolla and one in the 
Sunset Cliffs area, made emergency calls to report rattling 
windows and distant booms seemingly emanating from the 
west. 

Sheriff's Lt. Paul Robbins said his agency had received "a 
couple" of calls from the public about the mysterious 
rumblings, but none that merited patrol call-outs. 

Geologist Dr. Pat Abbott told 10News since it wasn't an 
earthquake, it was likely something going on in the 
atmosphere. 

"So it's probably things like airplanes, more than one 
breaking the sound barrier. [Maybe] the military is conducting 
some artillery exercises with a large ship that's offshore. Some 
kinds of energy like that are being put into the atmosphere, 
and that's what people are feeling," said Abbott. 

Officials at Marine Corps Air Station Miramar said the 
sound did not come from the base. Camp Pendleton officials 
told 10News there was training on the base Friday, but nothing 
that would cause a sound similar to a sonic boom. 

A Navy official told 10News earlier in the afternoon that 
the sound did not come from any of their ships or aircraft. 

No damage or injuries were reported. 
View Clip (RT: 2:33) 
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55. Warship Gains A New Ally 
(CHERRY HILL (NJ) COURIER POST 30 JUN 12) ... Carol Comegno 

CAMDEN — The Battleship New Jersey Museum has 
gained an ally in the fight over its site on the city’s waterfront. 

Joseph Azzolina Jr., whose late father led an effort to 
bring the battleship to North Jersey, has become a trustee of 
the Home Port Alliance, the nonprofit that oversees the 
battleship. The Red Bank man said he has severed ties with an 
organization that wants to move the vessel from Camden. 

Azzolina described the ship’s departure from South Jersey 
as “unlikely.” 

Philip Rowan, the museum’s executive director, called 
Azzolina a major addition to the board. 

“We are excited with his arrival,” Rowan said of 
Azzolina, who is a supermarket executive. “Joe brings strong 
business and strategic planning experience, strengthens our 
relationship with the state and opens some important doors for 
partners and supporters in Central and Northern New Jersey.” 

Azzolina said he became a board member last year for a 
rival organization, the USS New Jersey Battleship Foundation. 
The group, which had been meeting in Azzolina’s office 
complex, wants to move the vessel to Liberty State Park. 

“There was a point in time when we looked at the 
possibility of relocating the ship, but $15 million to $20 
million would have to be raised (to move the ship and dredge 
its new location),” said Azzolina. “I realized the feasibility of 
it all … It was unlikely to happen.” 

Christopher Von Zwehl, the rival group’s president, could 
not be reached for comment. His group includes former 

members of the now-defunct New Jersey Battleship 
Commission, which once was led by Azzolina’s father. 

The elder Azzolina, a former assemblyman from 
Middletown, Monmouth County, led the charge to bring the 
battleship back to the state as a floating museum in Bayonne. 
The Navy instead awarded the vessel to the Camden-based 
group in 2000. 

The father later decided to cooperate with the Alliance 
board, and served as a trustee from 2004 until his death in 
2010. 

Joseph Azzolina Jr. said he wanted to continue his 
father’s “dedicated work and mission to preserve and protect 
the battleship … It’s about the ship and having an educational 
museum, no matter where it is.” 

Azzolina joined the board Wednesday. 
The ship museum has struggled in recent years with the 

loss of more than $3 million in state aid, but Rowan said the 
financial picture is beginning to improve. 

The Delaware River Port Authority recently said it plans 
to extend for three years a loan guaranty on behalf of the 
museum, which owes $900,000 to TD Bank. 

“We’re working out financial issues and improving 
fundraising,” he said. “Daily attendance is up from last year 
and attendance at our very popular overnight encampment 
program increases every year and is the best ever.” 
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56. Gitmo Inmates May Be Moved To Afghan Jail 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 30 JUN 12) ... Anne Gearan 

WASHINGTON -- The Obama administration is 
considering a new gambit to restart peace talks with the 
Taliban in Afghanistan that would send several Taliban 
detainees from the military prison at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, 
to a prison in Afghanistan, U.S. and Afghan officials told The 
Associated Press. 

Under the proposal, some Taliban fighters or affiliates 
captured in the early days of the 2001 U.S. invasion of 
Afghanistan and later sent to Guantanamo under the label of 
enemy combatants would be transferred out of full U.S. 
control but not released. It’s a leap of faith on the U.S. side 
that the men will not become threats to U.S. forces once back 
on Afghan soil. But it is meant to show more moderate 
elements of the Taliban insurgency that the U.S. is still 
interested in cutting a deal for peace. 

Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton and others 
have said that while negotiations with the Taliban are 
distasteful, they are the best way to settle the prolonged war. 

The new compromise is intended to boost the credibility 
of the U.S.-backed Afghan government. President Hamid 
Karzai and U.S. officials are trying to draw the Taliban back 
to negotiations toward a peace deal between the national 
Afghan government and the Pashtun-based insurgency that 
would end a war U.S. commanders have said cannot be won 
with military power alone. 

The Taliban have always been indifferent at best to 
negotiations with the Karzai government, saying the U.S. 

holds effective control in Afghanistan. The Obama 
administration has set a 2014 deadline to withdraw forces and 
is trying to frame talks among the Afghans beforehand. 

Under the new proposal, Guantanamo prisoners would go 
to a detention facility adjacent to Bagram air field, the largest 
U.S. military base in Afghanistan, officials of both 
governments said. The prison is inside the security perimeter 
established by the U.S. military, and is effectively under U.S. 
control for now. It is scheduled for transfer to full Afghan 
control in September. 

Defense Secretary Leon Panetta would have to sign off on 
the transfer and certify that the men did not pose a danger. He 
would not confirm details of the new proposal at a Pentagon 
news conference Friday, but he said discussions continue to 
try to promote a peace deal. 

“There are no specific commitments that have been made 
with regard to prisoner exchanges at this point,” he said. “One 
thing I will assure you is that any prisoner exchanges that I 
have to certify are going to abide by the law and require that 
those individuals do not return back into the battle.” 

Any such transfer is unlikely to include the five most 
senior Taliban figures held at Guantanamo, the subjects of 
separate negotiations with the Taliban that have stalled, a 
senior U.S. official said. 

The officials spoke on condition of anonymity because 
the transfer is still under discussion and no offer has been 
made. 
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Afghan officials and other diplomats said it is not yet 
clear whether the new proposal could include those five, but 
said it has not been ruled out. Republicans in Congress bitterly 
opposed the plan to send those men to house arrest in Qatar, a 
Persian Gulf nation that has emerged as a key broker with the 
Muslim Taliban. The opponents feared the men would be set 
free and endanger the U.S. 

The latest proposal was a topic of recent discussions in 
Washington with members of Karzai’s peace committee, a 
group of elders charged with reaching out to the Taliban on 
the government’s behalf. 

“The possibility is strong,” for a transfer to Afghanistan 
that includes the five top figures, said Ismail Qasemyar, 
international relations adviser for the Afghan High Peace 
Council. 

Afghans involved in the discussions were still angling to 
get all 17 prisoners, including the five most senior men, 
released or transferred. The Taliban has demanded release of 
all the Guantanamo detainees as a condition for talks. 

The Taliban abandoned direct talks in March, accusing 
the U.S. of reneging on several promises. The United States 
considers the talks suspended, not dead. The U.S. and the 
Afghan government are pursuing several new avenues to 
restart talks, including the use of proxy emissaries to the 
Taliban, diplomats said. 

Karzai has long sought the return of all 17 Afghans 
imprisoned at Guantanamo, men he sometimes calls brothers, 
as a point of national pride. He has argued that their 
imprisonment at the detested Guantanamo prison undermines 
his credibility as a national leader, and that Afghanistan’s own 
institutions should deal with captured insurgents. 

The U.S. has said publicly that, in regards to the five 
senior Taliban, they would be transferred to another country’s 
control, not released. But terms for the proposed transfer to 
Qatar were fairly loose. Officials briefed on the discussions 

said the men would have to agree not to return to fighting, 
forswear any ties to al-Qaida, and submit to a ban on their 
travel. Beyond that it was not clear how closely they would be 
controlled by the Qatar government. 

The Taliban would have been asked to release Sgt. Bowe 
Bergdahl, the only U.S. prisoner of war from the Afghan 
conflict. 

Qatar recently sent a letter to U.S. officials with proposals 
to rekindle talks, a U.S. official said, but it was not clear 
whether the new proposal for transfer to Afghanistan was 
among them. 

The latest Bagram proposal would appeal to the Taliban, 
Qasemyar said. 

“The High Peace Council could use that opportunity as a 
goodwill gesture,” he said in an interview. 

Qasemyar said that the proposal may have benefits for the 
U.S. beyond boosting his organization’s bargaining power 
with the Taliban. 

“What I gathered from what I heard in Washington is the 
U.S. government was afraid that if they released a prisoner 
and he went back to fighting,” the Obama administration 
“would lose faith before the Congress or before the people of 
the United States,” he said. 

A way around that concern, Qasemyar said, is “to send 
them to the Afghan government. Then that responsibility 
would be shifted to our side.” 

Karzai supports the new proposal, Qasemyar said, despite 
some concern in the Afghan government that the five could 
become a rallying point for ethnic tension in Afghanistan. 

Mullah Norullah Nori, for example, could be a problem 
for Karzai. He was a senior Taliban commander in Mazar-e-
Sharif when the Taliban fought U.S. forces in late 2001. He 
previously was a Taliban governor in two provinces in 
Northern Afghanistan, where he has been accused of ordering 
the massacre of thousands of Shiite Muslims. 
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57. Week In Review Jun. 23, 2012 – Jun. 29, 2012 
(YOUTUBE 29 JUN 12) ... U.S. Navy 

Welcome to this week's U.S. Navy multimedia production 
featuring selected images from around the fleet received 
during the week of Jun. 23, 2012 – Jun. 29, 2012. 

The images represent the work of the many naval 
photographers deployed worldwide and submitted to Navy 
Visual News Service. For access to more than 100,000 high 
resolution photos visit: 
    http://www.navy.mil/view_photos_top.asp  and 
http://www.flickr.com/photos/usnavy/    .                         

View U.S. Navy YouTube Channel 
View Clip (RT: 2:11) 
Broadcast Clip - 7 in :70 (Jun. 29, 2012) 
(YOUTUBE 29 JUN 12) U.S. Pacific Fleet 
A quick look at events and issues from the past week 

around Pacific Fleet making headlines at 
http://www.cpf.navy.mil. 

View Clip (RT: 1:10) 
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OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
58. The Right To Lie 
The Supreme Court was right to strike down the Stolen Valor Act. 
(WASHINGTON POST 30 JUN 12) ... Editorial 

On thursday, the Supreme Court struck down, in a 6 to 3 
ruling, the Stolen Valor Act of 2005, which declared it a 
federal misdemeanor to falsely present oneself as a decorated 
military officer. Likely to be overlooked in the wake of the 
Obamacare decision, the Court’s ruling in United States v. 

Alvarez is nevertheless a commendable reinforcement of the 
First Amendment and its sanctity. 

The case that became United States v. Alvarez began in 
2007, when Xavier Alvarez, a California man, falsely and 
deliberately declared himself a retired Marine with 25 years of 
service and the “Congressional Medal of Honor.” He was tried 
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and convicted in a California court under the terms of the 
Stolen Valor Act, a decision the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 
9th Circuit overturned. Ultimately, the issue before the 
Supreme Court was the legitimacy of content-based 
restrictions on speech, and the court was right to strike down a 
law that dangerously imposed on an individual’s 
constitutionally guaranteed right to the freedom of speech, 
even to lie. 

In the dissenting opinion, Justice Samuel A. Alito Jr. — 
joined by Justices Clarence Thomas and Antonin Scalia — 
raised objections with which it is easy to sympathize. Lies like 
Mr. Alvarez’s, they wrote, undermine “our country’s system 
of military honors” at the same time as they inflict “real harm 
on actual medal recipients and their families.” This is 
undeniable, but the lies the court has protected are, as Justice 
Anthony M. Kennedy noted in the majority opinion, a function 
of the “sometimes inconvenient principles of the First 
Amendment.” But it is precisely in tolerating “inconvenient” 
speech that the First Amendment is tested and must be upheld. 

Leaving the Stolen Valor Act in place would have 
essentially authorized the government to make a list of 
subjects about which false statements couldn’t be said, even in 
private, even in a whisper. In a deft allusion to George 
Orwell’s “1984,” Justice Kennedy warned of the act’s lack of 
any clear limiting principle: “Our constitutional tradition 
stands against the idea that we need Oceania’s Ministry of 
Truth.” As reprehensible as statements like Mr. Alvarez’s may 
be, the court was correct: Criminalizing certain types of 
speech is not the answer. If, as Justice Kennedy began the 
majority opinion, lying was Mr. Alvarez’s “habit,” it must also 
be considered — albeit uncomfortably — his right. 

This is not to say that Mr. Alvarez and others who lie 
about military service don’t deserve rebuke for insulting those 
who serve and their families. They do. It’s just best that such 
discipline come from the public, not the law, and that the 
freedoms for which real Marines fight continue to be treated 
as sacred. 
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59. Awards Database Will Help Reclaim Stolen Valor 
(NAVY TIMES 09 JUL 12) ... Editorial 

In striking down the Stolen Valor Act, the Supreme Court 
wasn’t siding with the innumerable fakers who claim combat 
awards and other military distinctions they never earned. 

Indeed, while the justices were split 6-3 on the outcome, 
they were unanimous in their distaste for Xavier Alvarez’s lies 
about military service and a Medal of Honor he never earned. 

As are most Americans. 
So it’s not worthwhile to debate the majority ruling that 

the law was too broad in its implications for free speech rights. 
The issue now is coming up with a workable solution to end 
this plague of liars, fakes and frauds. 

Justice Anthony Kennedy, writing for the majority, makes 
clear that any restriction on false speech must be limited. 

Congress can pass a law that bars false valor claims in 
cases where the liar stands to gain materially, for example, but 
not simply for wearing unearned awards in a parade. So a 
similar kind of legislative relief is unlikely to provide a 
satisfactory solution. 

But that doesn’t mean Congress can’t make a difference. 
“An accurate, publicly available register of military 

awards, easily obtainable by political opponents, may well 
adequately protect the integrity of an award against those who 
would falsely claim to have earned it,” wrote Justice Stephen 
Breyer in his concurring opinion. He disputes the Defense 
Department claim that such a database cannot be built, a point 
of disagreement between Breyer and Justice Samuel Alito, 
who accepts the Pentagon’s argument unchallenged in his 
dissent. 

But the fact is, a comprehensive database is within reach. 
And it is entirely the fault of the Pentagon that no such 
database already exists. 

The Defense Department has for years treated these 
records as not being important enough to require special 
handling or reporting. Even in the computer age, when pay 
and health and even fitness reports are maintained centrally, 
valor award records are handled at the local level. 

It’s not that these records can’t be built into a central 
archive. 

It’s that the Defense Department doesn’t want to bother. 
Over the past decade, Military Times Hall of Valor archivist 
Doug Sterner has assembled a database of almost 105,000 
citations for valor awards above Bronze Star, investing 
hundreds of thousands of dollars in time, energy and treasure 
in the project. Sterner estimates there are well more than 2.5 
million records to be extracted, including those for Bronze 
Star and Purple Heart awards, most of them contained in 
records stored in Washington, College Park, Md., and 
Quantico, Va. 

The Defense Department has had its chance to solve this 
problem and shown itself to be unconcerned. Military Times 
already has the most comprehensive database anywhere and 
has demonstrated the expertise and technical ability to 
maintain it. But it cannot be completed without help from 
Congress and direct cooperation from DoD. 

Such a database will be a gift to the American people, but 
more importantly, it will salute our military heroes, preserving 
proof of their remarkable service and ensuring that those who 
falsely claim military honors can and will be exposed as 
frauds. 
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60. 7 Habits Of Highly Effective Austerity Planners 
How the Pentagon should prepare for the lean years to come. 
(FOREIGN POLICY 29 JUN 12) ... Robert Haddick 

The reality of defense budget "sequestration" -- the threat 
of an across-the-board 10 percent cut to most of the Pentagon's 

spending accounts -- is now beginning to rattle policymakers 
in Washington. This week, Sen. Lindsey Graham (R-SC) 
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called on defense contractors to issue hundreds of thousands 
of layoff notices to their workers, as a statute requires them to 
do 60 days before plant closings occur. 

Graham's openly expressed intent was to create political 
pressure on Congress to avert sequestration. Pentagon 
officials, who have so far refused to discuss any details 
concerning sequestration, may now be starting to open up a 
little. Defense Secretary Leon Panetta has recently met with 
defense industry executives to discuss their plans for 
sequestration. 

In a recent column, I discussed one effort to cope with 
defense cuts triple the size of those that have already been 
imposed. That analysis attempted to fashion a rational balance 
among cuts to force structure, modernization, readiness, and 
research spending. 

The Center for Strategic and Budgetary Assessments 
(CSBA), a defense think tank, recently submitted its own 
advice to struggling policymakers, "Strategy in Austerity," 
which examines two case studies of leading global powers 
coping with relative decline while facing a rapidly rising 
competitor. At the turn of the twentieth century, the British 
Empire was passing its peak just as Kaiser Wilhelm's 
Germany was rapidly ascending and asserting its strength. 
And in the 1970s, the United States had to deal with its failure 
in Southeast Asia and political and economic turmoil at home 
just as Soviet military power was swelling. The authors extract 
seven strategies policymakers in these two cases used to cope 
with the geostrategic challenges they faced. 

The seven strategies include not only defense reforms but 
also diplomatic gambits and calculated risk-taking. How might 
the current generation of U.S. policymakers apply each of 
these strategies? 

In the decades before World War I, Britain employed a 
new diplomatic strategy that outsourced a portion of its 
security burden to new allies and partners. France and Russia, 
formerly long-time rivals, became Britain's partners in an 
attempt to match Germany's growing power. In the 1970s, 
Richard Nixon, Gerald Ford, and Jimmy Carter developed an 
increasingly deep relationship with China in an effort to 
balance the Soviet Union and complicate its defense planning. 
Today, U.S. policymakers hope that a deepening relationship 
with India will offset China's growing influence and also help 
stabilize Afghanistan during the second half of the decade. 
U.S. policymakers are also counting on America's extensive 
network of alliances and partners in the western Pacific to 
share the security burden and provide diplomatic synergy 
against possible Chinese assertions. 

In the 1970s, the United States negotiated with its 
principal rival, the Soviet Union, in an attempt to stabilize a 
strategic nuclear arms race. The resulting agreements on 
offensive nuclear forces and missile defenses possibly freed 
up some resources the Pentagon might have otherwise been 
forced to spend keeping up with expanding Soviet missile 
arsenals. If so, the United States benefited from these 
negotiations by having more funding for research on stealth 
aircraft technology and precision-guided munitions, which 
would later become substantial U.S. advantages. The United 
States and China might, in theory, find it economical to 
negotiate a halt to the escalating Pacific arms race. 
Regrettably, the track record of such attempts is poor, most 
often because one side sees a comparative advantage in 
weapons production. 

The Pentagon will no doubt continue its perennial quest to 
employ defense resources more efficiently. At the turn of the 
twentieth century, Britain instituted substantial money-saving 
reforms to both its navy and army. The Royal Navy retired 
150 obsolete ships that institutional interests had previously 
protected. A new manpower plan retained only skilled Sailors 
on active service and relied on quickly filling unskilled crew 
positions after wars broke out. After the draining Boer War in 
South Africa, the British Army saved money by increasing its 
reliance on a reformed reservist system. Some defense 
analysts similarly believe the Pentagon could save money by 
shifting much of its ground combat power, especially tank-
heavy units, to the reserves -- since these are the forces least 
likely to be needed on active duty after the withdrawal from 
Afghanistan in 2014. As for finding savings in the rest of the 
Pentagon's sprawling bureaucracy, workers in the building 
regularly report sightings of waste, but somehow these ghosts 
always seem to elude the auditors. 

Before World War I, the Royal Navy enhanced the 
effectiveness of its forces by successfully betting on some new 
technologies that allowed it to sustain its dominance over 
Germany's rapidly growing fleet. These new technologies 
included big naval guns, oil-fired turbine engines, submarines, 
and a global communications system based on undersea cables 
and radios. Applying these technologies to new warships, the 
Royal Navy was able to increase its power even while it 
shrank its ship count and manning. In the 1970s, even in the 
face of restrained budgets, the Pentagon invested in research 
that led to stealthy fighter and bomber aircraft, a global 
satellite-based navigation system, and precision-guided 
weapons that threatened the Soviet's numerical superiority. 
Over the past decade, improvements in surveillance drones, 
other intelligence-gathering techniques, and intelligence 
analysis software has allowed the United States to improve the 
effectiveness of its counterterrorism and man-hunting efforts. 
In the future, troops will be counting on scientists to master 
directed energy, cyber, and electronic warfare weapons to 
counter the rapid proliferation of precision-guided weapons in 
the hands of adversaries. 

Some procurement strategies use comparative advantages 
to impose costs on an adversary. The CSBA authors note that 
Britain's shipbuilding industry before World War I was 
superior to Germany's. Germany was foolish to attempt to 
match Britain's shipbuilding program, but did so anyway. In 
the 1970s, the United States upgraded its bomber force with 
investments in long-range cruise missiles and tools to suppress 
enemy air defenses. These investments forced the Soviet 
Union to pour more money into its air defense system, which 
was tasked with defending a 12,000 mile border. Today's 
drone campaign hopes to force terrorist adversaries to spend 
all of their resources on survival rather than planning future 
attacks. As mentioned above, U.S. defense planners hope that 
advantages in electronic warfare and directed energy weapons 
will ruin the investments adversaries are making in guided 
missiles. 

During a period of austerity, policymakers will have to 
take risks and shed low priority commitments. The Royal 
Navy made a successful gamble on new warship technology, 
just as did the Pentagon with its bets on stealth aircraft 
technology and precision-guided weapons. Today, the 
Pentagon has placed a huge wager on the troubled F-35 Joint 
Strike Fighter program, which is horribly over budget and 
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very late arriving into service. To cover the unplanned gap 
until the F-35 is operational, the U.S. Navy wants to continue 
buying the legacy F-18 fighter-bomber for its aircraft carriers. 
At the risk of not having enough naval air power for a 
contingency that occurs over the next few years, the Pentagon 
could save money by forcing the Navy to wait for the F-35 to 
arrive later. Beyond that one example, the Pentagon's defense 
guidance released in January acknowledges numerous other 
such risks it is accepting with a more austere budget. These 
risks include insufficient ground combat power later this 
decade and the inability to cope efficiently with certain 
combinations of simultaneous crises. 

The ultimate risk is a breakdown in deterrence, induced 
by a perception of weakness brought on by defense austerity. 
Whether such a perception played a factor in the Soviet 
decision to invade Afghanistan in 1979 remains open for 
debate. There is no question that that move, combined with the 
Islamist takeover of Iran at the same time, resulted in the 
beginning of a defense buildup in the United States, begun by 

President Jimmy Carter and rapidly expanded by the Ronald 
Reagan administration. That leads to the CSBA's final 
strategy: increase defense spending as necessary, and impose 
austerity elsewhere. As U.S. diplomats meet with their 
counterparts around the world, they will have to assess to what 
extent U.S. plans for defense austerity are inducing hedging 
behavior by allies and aggressiveness by adversaries. U.S. 
defense planners may legitimately believe that a $487 billion 
cut over 10 years adds only a minimal and acceptable level of 
risk. But friends and adversaries get their votes and their 
opportunities to miscalculate. U.S. diplomats and 
policymakers should pay attention to the responses they hear 
and ensure that austerity today does not lead to something 
much more expensive later. 

Robert Haddick is Managing Editor of Small Wars 
Journal. Haddick was a U.S. Marine Corps officer, served in 
the 3rd and 23rd Marine Regiments, and deployed to Asia and 
Africa. He has advised the State Department and the National 
Intelligence Council on irregular warfare issues. 
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61. America's 'Pacific Pivot' Craze 
(LOS ANGELES TIMES 02 JUL 12) ... Max Boot 

Is there any organization outside of Hollywood more prey 
to intellectual fads than the Department of Defense? 

A decade ago the buzzword around the Pentagon was 
"transformation." Secretary of Defense Donald H. Rumsfeld 
wanted to force radical change to take advantage of 
information technology. So the individual services took to 
justifying every program, even hulking tanks and massive 
aircraft carriers, as "transformational." 

Then, as the armed forces became more deeply embroiled 
in Iraq and Afghanistan, the buzzword became 
counterinsurgency, or "COIN." The Army and Marine Corps 
retooled themselves to fight insurgents. The Navy and Air 
Force felt left behind, so they took to rebranding everything 
they did as COIN- related. I remember a fatuous briefing from 
an Air Force general in Afghanistan who solemnly informed 
me that his MPs were doing COIN around their own air base, 
which just happened to be located in one of the most 
insurgent-free areas of the entire country. 

Now the buzzword du jour is "Pacific," as in "Pacific 
pivot." In January the White House released a new national 
security strategy, complete with italic emphasis: "While the 
U.S. military will continue to contribute to security globally, 
we will of necessity rebalance toward the Asia-Pacific 
region." Since then, Secretary of Defense Leon E. Panetta has 
announced that 60% of the U.S. Navy will gradually shift to 
the Pacific. 

Naturally the Army and Marine Corps have been 
compelled to march in step. Gen. Raymond Odierno, the 
Army chief of staff, seldom lets a speech pass without noting 
that "seven out of the 10 largest armies are in the Pacific, and 
22 of the 27 nations in the region have an army officer as chief 
of defense." Hence, he argues, the Army has a vital role in 
building "relationships [that] will help us in the long run in the 
Pacific." Not to be left behind, the Marine Corps has already 
dispatched 2,500 Marines to Darwin, Australia, where the 
greatest danger they are likely to face is alcohol poisoning. 

Building up U.S. forces in the Pacific makes sense. China 
is a rising power and a potential long-term threat. But we don't 

need a full-on "Pacific pivot," at least not for the ground 
forces, because we can't afford to neglect the Middle East, the 
center of our security concerns for more than three decades. 

What should be rebalanced? Ships and aircraft. China, 
according to the U.S. Naval Institute, has been outbuilding us 
in submarines by 8 to 1 since 2005. A bipartisan commission 
calculated last year that the Navy would need 346 ships to 
meet its global commitments. But, as a result of budget cuts, 
the fleet is going to decline from 282 ships today to fewer than 
250 in the next decade -- and that's not counting 
"sequestration," the draconian mandatory budget cuts that are 
due in January unless Congress acts first. Similarly the Air 
Force has stopped buying the F-22, the most capable fighter in 
the world, and is steadily decreasing its planned buy of the 
next best, the F-35. 

To be meaningful, the "Pacific pivot" would need to 
reverse the decline in procurement of aerial and naval 
weapons systems -- and that, in turn, would require reversing 
the decline in the defense budget. 

As for the Army and Marine Corps, shifting their focus to 
the Pacific would be ill-advised. 

The only contingency that could call for a substantial 
deployment of ground troops to the region would be another 
Korean war or an implosion of North Korea -- and even then, 
the large and capable South Korean forces would be in the 
lead, with the U.S. primarily providing intelligence and air 
power. Korea aside, the Army and Marines in the Pacific will 
in all likelihood be limited to exercises with allied ground 
forces. No one imagines U.S. troops marching on Beijing. 

So does this mean that we have no need for a large ground 
force and can afford to cut Army and Marine Corps troop 
levels by 100,000, as currently planned? No, because the 
greater Middle East -- a region stretching from Mali to 
Pakistan -- remains in turmoil. U.S. troops are still fighting in 
Afghanistan, and it is not hard to imagine scenarios under 
which they may need to be sent to Pakistan, Iran, Libya, 
Yemen, Syria, Somalia or other countries. 
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Groups such as Al Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula are 
constantly plotting attacks on American aircraft and the 
American homeland. If even one of them succeeds, there 
could well be inexorable pressure to clean out the terrorist 
sanctuaries -- and the Army and Marines could be sent into 
battle again. 

Instead of pushing the Army and Marine Corps to pivot to 
the Pacific, the administration would be better advised to 

recognize that for the U.S., the Pacific will remain primarily 
an air and naval theater. By all means, increase our air and 
naval assets in Asia, but leave the Army and the Marines free 
to concentrate on the area where they have been so heavily 
engaged in the last decade and are likely to remain engaged 
for years to come. 

Max Boot, a contributing editor to Opinion, is a senior 
fellow at the Council on Foreign Relation. 
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62. When Rapists Wear Uniforms 
Breaking the cycle of sexual assault in the military 
(WASHINGTON POST 01 JUL 12) ... Garry Trudeau and Loree Sutton 

“The officer bragged to his fellow officer friends that he 
had ‘bagged’ me. I got called up to a major’s office, and he 
charged me with fraternization and adultery.” 

— An active-duty Marine, speaking of her rape, in 
“The Invisible War” 

If there is a defining theme in all of the testimony in “The 
Invisible War,” the searing documentary film released 
thisweek about military sexual assault, it’s betrayal. An 
estimated 19,000 rapes and sexual assaults took place in the 
military last year. Every one of them represents a monstrous 
crime made much worse by the sense of betrayal that 
accompanied it. That so few victims — just one in seven — 
report these crimes underscores the utter lack of trust that 
pervades military culture. 

This should be deeply alarming to the armed services, 
which have professed a “zero-tolerance” policy for years — 
but have little to show for it. Trust is critical to any team 
endeavor, but in the military it can be the difference between 
life and death. The idea of “having someone’s back” is 
borrowed from the warrior’s real-life lexicon. Without trust, 
nothing works in the military. And because it is experience 
that forms trust, if a soldier’s experience tells her that she will 
not receive support and justice if she is attacked from within 
her ranks, she ceases to be an effective team member and 
suffers overwhelming personal consequences. You have lost 
that soldier forever. Multiply her by 19,000, and the impact on 
overall readiness is profound. 

The military is about big, bold values, stitched into 
mottos, drilled into heads. Respect, trust, duty, honor, 
patriotism — these unambiguous values are evoked without 
irony. They allow down-range warriors the confidence to roll 
out of their cots and plunge into the horrific daily demands of 
their profession. They know that their brothers and sisters 
have their backs — and that they will take heroic measures to 
protect them. 

Consider, then, what it does to the psyche of a soldier 
when he or she is stalked and attacked by that trusted 
teammate. The average rapist is a lifetime offender and adept 
at developing protective coloration. His peers often cannot 
believe he is capable of such crimes, so the victim is, at best, 
ignored — especially if the perpetrator is a friend of the 
superior to whom the victim must report. According to one 
Defense Department study, 33 percent of victims who don’t 
report say they don’t proceed for this reason alone. Twenty-
five percent say they don’t report because the commander they 
must report to is the rapist. And when the rapist is a superior 
— the very person our service members have been trained to 
trust and obey — it’s easy to see why so many victims 

develop a level of post-traumatic stress disorder far exceeding 
the impact of war-zone combat. 

For all these reasons, Defense Secretary Leon Panetta’s 
plan to transfer responsibility from unit commanders to an 
officer further up the chain of command is only a promising 
first step. If the Pentagon really means to fix the problem of 
military assault, it must begin by restoring trust in the system. 
The many victims who have looked in vain to majors and 
lieutenant commanders for justice can be forgiven for a little 
eye-rolling at the suggestion that they will receive it from 
colonels and captains in the future. There is deep cynicism 
about any solution that keeps the decision-making within the 
military installation or unit structure, where old-boy networks 
still rule and where careers are hardly advanced by reporting 
and documenting rape within the ranks. 

In our view, the only credible solution is to create an 
independent special victims unit completely outside the unit 
chain of command, under civilian oversight. It should be led 
by a flag-rank officer who has no stake in the reputation of 
individual commands but a huge stake in doing the only thing 
that matters — driving down the rate of sexual assault in the 
military. Any such office would need to ensure leader 
accountability for the “gateway behaviors” — bullying, 
humiliation, scapegoating — that set the conditions for violent 
assault. Another Defense Department study found that the 
incidence of rape triples in units that tolerate sexual 
harassment. 

This will not be easy, even for an independent authority. 
The military is both a closed system and a target-rich 
environment, and a career offender currently has little reason 
to believe he will be apprehended and punished. Several Navy 
studies administered anonymously reveal that as many as 15 
percent of men have attempted rape or have raped someone 
before they enlisted — twice the percentage of their age-
matched peers. Compounding this reality, men and women 
who enter the military are more likely to have been abused or 
sexually assaulted before they enlist, a traumatic experience 
that places them at greater risk for repeated assault. The 
military population is thus more likely to assault as well as to 
be assaulted. Isolated duty stations and its closed system for 
reporting, investigating and prosecuting crimes have made the 
military, this country’s most trusted government institution, a 
predator’s paradise. 

To be clear, the vast majority of rape and sexual assault 
crimes are committed by a small minority of service members 
who relentlessly select, stalk and assault their prey. Most 
service members would never commit such a crime. But until 
basic trust can be restored to the culture, there is no reason to 
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believe the Pentagon will ever end the sexual violence that has 
wreaked such havoc within the ranks. 

Garry Trudeau is the creator of the comic strip 
“Doonesbury.” Loree Sutton, a retired Army brigadier 

general, is a psychiatrist and founding director of the Defense 
Centers of Excellence for Psychological Health and Traumatic 
Brain Injury. She appears briefly in the film “The Invisible 
War.” 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Navy Chief To Tour Electric Boat Shipyard 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 02 MAY 12) 

GROTON, Conn. — The chief of naval operations is touring the shipyard of Electric Boat in Groton. 
 

2. MCPON Completes Visits To Japan, Singapore 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 01 MAY 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Thomas L. Rosprim, Master Chief Petty Officer of 
the Navy Public Affairs 

SINGAPORE -- Master Chief Petty Officer of the Navy (MCPON) returned April 30, from a 14-day visit to Japan and Singapore, 
where he engaged the fleet and updated them on the status of the Navy. 

 
3. Taking Care Of The LCS 
The Navy builds a sustainment model for its minimally manned ships 
(SEAPOWER MAGAZINE MAY 2012) ... Richard R. Burgess 

The Navy's Littoral Combat Ships (LCSs), now in production and in commission, represent a nontraditional approach to naval 
warfare in some ways, one of which is its small crew. The LCS concept also presents a challenge in maintaining and sustaining a 
frigate-sized warship with a 40-man crew. 

 
4. Sexual Assault Prevention Focus Continues 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 01 MAY 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist Chief Terrina Weatherspoon, Master Chief Petty Officer of 
the Navy Public Affairs 

WASHINGTON -- The Navy's focus on sexual assault and the measures in place to prevent it can not stop in April according to 
the Master Chief Petty Officer of the Navy. 

 

CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
5. Obama Signs Pact In Kabul, Turning Page In Afghan War 
(NEW YORK TIMES 02 MAY 12) ... Mark Landler 

KABUL, Afghanistan — President Obama, speaking to an American television audience on Tuesday night from Bagram Air 
Base, declared that he had traveled here to herald a new era in the relationship between the United States and Afghanistan, “a future in 
which war ends, and a new chapter begins.” 

 
6. Iran Is Top 'Contingency' In Whittled U.S. War Plans 
Pentagon to rely on more allied help 
(WASHINGTON TIMES 02 MAY 12) ... Rowan Scarborough 

The U.S. military is discussing significant changes in its war plans to adhere to President Obama's strategic guidance that 
downplays preparing for conflicts such as the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan and counts on allies to provide additional troops. 

 
7. USS Vandegrift Departs San Diego 
The guided-missile frigate was originally scheduled to depart in November but the deployment was moved up 
6 months 
(KSND NBC SAN DIEGO 01 MAY 12) ... Megan Tevrizian 

USS Vandegrift departed Tuesday for a seven-month deployment to the Western Pacific. 
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8. USNS Mercy's Departure Delayed 
Mechanical Problem Delays USNS Mercy For 48 Hours; USS Vandegrift Departs San Diego To WestPac, 
Indian Ocean 
(KGTV ABC SAN DIEGO 01 MAY 12) 

SAN DIEGO -- The guided-missile frigate USS Vandegrift departed Naval Station San Diego Tuesday on a deployment to the 
Pacific, where the Pentagon is increasing its focus, but the USNS Mercy failed to leave as scheduled. 

 
9. USFF, Canadian Forces Partner For Exercise Frontier Sentinel 12 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 01 MAY 12) ... Frontier Sentinel Public Affairs 

SYDNEY, Nova Scotia -- The combined U.S. and Canadian Exercise Frontier Sentinel 12 (EX FS12) formally kicked off with a 
live diving demonstration by the Royal Canadian Navy's, Fleet Diving Unit Atlantic (FDUA), at the Sydney Marine Terminal, May 1. 

 
10. USS Independence To Arrive In San Diego 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 01 MAY 12) ... USS Independence Public Affairs 

SAN DIEGO -- The littoral combat ship USS Independence (LCS 2) is scheduled to arrive at Naval Base San Diego May 2, 
marking the completion of the ship's maiden voyage to her homeport. 

 

GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
11. A Seat At The Table 
Arguments intensify for U.S. to join U.N. Law of the Sea Convention 
(SEAPOWER MAGAZINE MAY 2012) ... Daisy R. Khalifa 

A full Senate vote on the U.N. Convention on the Law of Sea is once again a possibility in Washington in the 112th Congress, but 
with an added twist: more vocal interest from industry for the United States to sign on. 

 
12. Unease Mounting, China And U.S. To Open Military Talks 
(NEW YORK TIMES 02 MAY 12) ... Jane Perlez 

BEIJING — Limited military talks between China and the United States — an arena in which the two sides view each other with 
mounting unease — open here on Wednesday as a prelude to a wider-ranging economic and strategic dialogue between Secretary of 
State Hillary Rodham Clinton and Treasury Secretary Timothy F. Geithner and their Chinese counterparts. 

 
13. 3 Chinese Warships Sail Through Kagoshima Strait 
(YOMIURI SHIMBUN 02 MAY 12) 

Three Chinese Navy warships sailed through the Osumi Strait off Kagoshima Prefecture and into the Pacific, the Defense 
Ministry said Monday. 

 
14. 'Stronger Navy' Urged Amid Scarborough Dispute 
Filipino Lawmaker Says Standoff With China Shows 'Stronger Navy' Necessary 
(MAKATI CITY INQUIRER (PHILIPPINES) 02 MAY 12) ... Karen Boncocan 

MANILA, Philippines -- A lawmaker on Tuesday said that the country's ongoing standoff with China over the ownership of 
Panatag (Scarborough) shoal [reef] indicated that a "stronger Navy" was necessary in asserting its sovereignty. 

 
15. Indonesia Takes A Stand Against Pirates 
Tougher stance by navy and police means attackers can be scared off, unlike their Somalian counterparts 
(IFW FRIEGHT & LOGISTICS NEWS (UK) 01 MAY 12) ... Chris McCall 

A new stance by Indonesia has made a major difference in what was once the world’s top piracy blackspot. 
 

16. Indian Sailors Recount Pirate Attack 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 01 MAY 12) ... Erika Kinetz 

MUMBAI, India — The alarm sounded at 6:40 a.m. It could have been a fire or a man overboard. But in the waters off the coast 
of Oman near the Gulf of Aden, the sound meant one thing to the crew of the Enrica Ievoli: pirates. 

 
17. Private Fleet Worth 30m Set To Fight Somali Pirates 
(THE AUSTRALIAN 02 MAY 12) ... Miles Costello 

Plans for a private fleet of armed patrol boats to protect ships negotiating the pirate-infested waters off Somalia have received a 
huge boost after a prominent insurance figure agreed to provide financial support. 
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18. Life on Royal Navy's Falklands-bound HMS Dauntless 
(BBC NEWS 01 MAY 12) ... Jonathan Beale 

It is one of the Royal Navy's most advanced and powerful warships, now on its way to the other side of the world; destination - 
the Falkland Islands. 

 

PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
19. #SAAM: U.S. 3rd Fleet Wraps Up SAAM With A Unique Perspective 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 01 MAY 12) ... Commander, U.S. 3rd Fleet Public Affairs 

SAN DIEGO -- Deputy Commander, U.S. Third Fleet, Rear Adm. Patrick McGrath, a Navy Reservist and prosecutor for the 
office of the district attorney of San Diego, brought his own unique prospective to the staff during the training sessions in recognition 
of Sexual Assault Awareness Month (SAAM), May 1. 

 
20. #SAAM: NAVSUP Addresses Sexual Assault Prevention And Response 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 01 MAY 12) ... David Rea, Naval Supply Systems Command 

MECHANICSBURG, Pa. -- More than 50 people at Naval Supply Systems Command (NAVSUP) attended a professional 
speaker event about the prevention of, and recovery from, sexual assault, in support of Sexual Assault Awareness Month (SAAM) 
April 30. 

 
21. #SAAM: Makin Island Sailors, Marines Take Part in SAAM 5K Run 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 01 MAY 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Stephen D. Doyle II, USS Makin Island Public 
Affairs 

USS MAKIN ISLAND, At Sea -- More than 200 Sailors and Marines participated in a special Sexual Assault Awareness Month 
(SAAM) 5-kilometer run on the flight deck of the amphibious assault ship USS Makin Island (LHD 8), April 28. 

 
22. Hawaii Sailors Train To Combat Synthetic Drug Abuse 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 02 MAY 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Mark Logico, Commander, Navy Region Hawaii 
Public Affairs 

PEARL HARBOR -- More than 400 Hawaii-based Sailors gathered at Sharkey Theater on Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam May 
1 to learn more about the policies, programs and risks regarding the abuse of synthetic drugs. 

 
23. 2012 Warrior Games Open 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 01 MAY 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Katherine Hofman, Chief of Naval Personnel 
Public Affairs 

COLORADO SPRINGS, Colo. -- United States servicemembers and British armed forces members totaling more than 200, 
opened the 2012 Warrior Games at the U.S. Olympics Training Center in Colorado Springs, Colo., April 30. 

 
24. New Commanding Officer Named For Blue Angels 
(WALA FOX PENSACOLA 01 MAY 12) 

NAS PENSACOLA, Fla. - The U.S. Navy Flight Demonstration Squadron, the Blue Angels, announced the commanding officer 
for the 2013-14 seasons during a press conference at the National Aviation Museum onboard Naval Air Station (NAS) Pensacola, Fla., 
May 1. 

 
25. Chief Of Supply Corps/Commander NAVSUP Named To University Of Kansas "Hall Of Fame" 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 01 MAY 12) ... Debbie Dortch, Naval Supply Command 

LAWRENCE, Kan. -- The University of Kansas (KU) School of Chemical and Petroleum Engineering named Chief of Supply 
Corps/Commander (NAVSUP) to the School of Chemical and Petroleum Engineering Hall of Fame at its annual banquet, April 28. 

 
26. Navy Fires 4 Leaders In 2 Separate Incidents 
(NAVY TIMES 01 MAY 12) ... Sam Fellman 

The Navy on Tuesday sacked two commanding officers, an executive officer and a senior enlisted leader — all due to 
professional shortcomings. 

 
27. Midshipman Kicked Out Of Navy After Guilty Verdict 
(ANNAPOLIS CAPITAL GAZETTE 01 MAY 12) ... Tina Reed 

WASHINGTON, D.C. - A Naval Academy midshipman found guilty last week of wrongful sexual contact with a classmate will 
be kicked out of the Navy, officials said Tuesday. 
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FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
28. House Anti-Sequestration Plans Advance 
(DEFENSE DAILY 02 MAY 12) ... Emelie Rutherford 

The House is expected to weigh this month a new bill from the House Budget Committee chairman to start undoing planned 
"sequestration" cuts to the Pentagon's budget. 

 
29. Levin, McCain Seek Report On LCS Module Development 
(DEFENSE NEWS 01 MAY 12) ... CHRISTOPHER P. CAVAS 

Concerned over the development of the mission modules for the U.S. Navy’s Littoral Combat Ship (LCS) program, Sens. Carl 
Levin, D-Mich., and John McCain, R-Ariz., chairman and ranking member, respectively, of the Senate Armed Services Committee, 
have asked the Government Accountability Office to report on the matter. 

 
30. Marine Corps Memo To Defense Industry: Make Our Vehicles Affordable 
(NATIONAL DEFENSE 01 MAY 12) ... Dan Parsons 

NORFOLK, Va. — If the Marine Corps is going to successfully accomplish an ambitious post-war modernization program, 
contractors hoping to land new business must focus on one priority above all: affordability. 

 

BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
31. Vice Admiral Matthew Nathan Visits Denver For Navy Outreach Program 
(KCNC CBS DENVER 01 MAY 12) ... Alan Gionet and Brooke Wagner 

DENVER – The surgeon general of the Navy, Vice Admiral Matthew Nathan, visited Denver this week as part of the military 
branch’s outreach program. 

 
32. Navy Surgeon General Says Anschutz Medical Campus Doing "Amazing Things" 
Vice Admiral Matthew Nathan visits as part of Navy's 50-50 program to tour epicenters of growth 
(UNIVERSITY OF COLORADO DENVER 30 APR 12) ... Christopher Casey 

AURORA, Colo. -- The clinical, educational and research work being conducted at the Anschutz Medical Campus is "clearly 
putting this area on the map," Vice Admiral Matthew Nathan, Surgeon General of the U.S. Navy, said during a campus tour today. 

 
33. USS North Dakota: Group To Attend Navy Keel Authentication Ceremony 
(MINOT (ND) DAILY NEWS 30 APR 12) ... Eloise Ogden 

A delegation from North Dakota is making plans to go to Rhode Island in a few days for the first ceremony for the Virginia-class 
nuclear submarine being built that will carry the state's name USS North Dakota. 

 
34. Naval Leaders Headline Forum 
Dahlgren Heritage Museum community forum series continues in May 
(FREDERICKSBURG (VA) FREE LANCE-STAR 28 APR 12) ... Rusty Dennen 

One of the highest-ranking women in the Department of the Navy will be among headliners at the Dahlgren Heritage Museum's 
community forum May 9. 

 
35. DoD Facilities Drive Technology For Secure Power 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 01 MAY 12) ... Cheryl Pellerin 

WASHINGTON – As the nation’s top energy user, the Defense Department is pushing commercialization of the technology it 
needs to lower costs and keep its facilities secure, the deputy undersecretary of defense for installations and environment said here 
today. 

 
36. Noda-Obama Accord To Shelve Futenma Issue Feared To Halt Relocation Move 
Noda, Obama Agreement To Shelve Futenma Issue Increases Possibility of Futenma Air Station Remaining 
in Present Location 
(KYODO NEWS 01 MAY 12) 

WASHINGTON -- Prime Minister Yoshihiko Noda and U.S. President Barack Obama agreed to shelve the issue of relocating 
U.S. Marine Corps Air Station [MCAS] Futenma (in Ginowan City, Okinawa Prefecture) at their 30 April meeting. 

 
37. Leaders Primed On Buildup Activities 
(KUAM NEWS (GUAM) 02 MAY 12) ... Ken Quintanilla 

GUAM - Following the joint statement regarding the revised roadmap to realignment made last week, the Guam Joint Program 
Office met with island leaders today to provide a progress report of what's next for the buildup on Guam. 
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NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
38. More Clout Sought For Military’s Cyberwarfare Unit 
Change would elevate it to same level as major defense commands 
(WASHINGTON POST 02 MAY 12) ... Ellen Nakashima 

Senior military leaders are recommending that the Pentagon’s two-year-old cyberwarfare unit be elevated to full combatant 
command status, sending a signal to adversaries that the U.S. military is serious about protecting its ability to operate in cyberspace, 
officials said. 

 
39. Feds Seek Death Penalty In Somali Yacht Hijacking 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 01 MAY 12) ... Brock Vergakis 

NORFOLK, Va. — Federal prosecutors say they will seek the death penalty against three Somalis charged with murder in the 
fatal shooting of four Americans aboard a hijacked yacht last year, according to a court document unsealed Tuesday. 

 
40. Suspect Arrested In Navy Veterans Fundraising Scam 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 01 MAY 12) ... Thomas J. Sheeran 

CLEVELAND — A fugitive on the run for more than two years has been arrested on accusations that he ran a scam that collected 
$100 million in donations from people in dozens of states who believed they were helping U.S. Navy veterans, Ohio's attorney general 
and the U.S. Marshals Service announced Tuesday. 

 

OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
41. Power Without Celebrity 
(WASHINGTON POST 02 MAY 12) ... Kathleen Parker 

The squabbling between political campaigns and the harrumphing of pundits were put in proper perspective at, of all places, the 
White House Correspondents’ Association dinner -- the annual Prom on the Potomac where 2,000 or so media members and movie 
stars gather to honor the president and admire one another. 

 
42. China Searches For Maritime Stability 
(ASIA TIMES ONLINE 02 APR 12) ... Dallas Darling 

When a Chinese admiral proposed a permanent naval base in the Gulf of Aden to support its anti-piracy operations, the United 
States was quick to condemn the idea. 

 
43. India Can Play Bigger Military Role In Asia 
India Lacks Political Will To Boost Regional Military Role 
(SINGAPORE STRAITS TIMES 02 MAY 12) ... Bharat Karnad 

The Singapore statesman Lee Kuan Yew likened Asia to an airplane with India and China as the two wings keeping the continent 
flying. This aviation metaphor was constructed, at least in part, on the hope and prayer that India would get its act together and emerge 
with heft matching China's surge as an economic giant. Otherwise, the Asian plane, assuming it could take off at all, would bank to 
one side and crash. 

 
44. Keep Access Open 
(DEFENSE NEWS 01 MAY 12) ... Editorial 

The last time U.S. defense spending faced deep cuts, the Clinton administration made regulatory changes to encourage 
commercial contractors to more economically — and innovatively — satisfy military needs. 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Navy Chief To Tour Electric Boat Shipyard 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 02 MAY 12) 

GROTON, Conn. — The chief of naval operations is 
touring the shipyard of Electric Boat in Groton. 

Adm. Jonathan Greenert is a longtime submarine officer 
who took over as the Navy's top officer in September. 

He is planning to visit the shipyard Wednesday with U.S. 
Rep. Joe Courtney. Greenert has been touring other shipyards 
around the country. 

Electric Boat, a division of General Dynamics Corp., 
began work last year producing two Virginia-class attack 
submarines annually in conjunction with a Huntington Ingalls 
Industries shipyard in Newport News, Va. The company also 
has been working on the design of submarines to replace the 
aging Ohio-class submarines. 

Return to Index 
 

2. MCPON Completes Visits To Japan, Singapore 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 01 MAY 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Thomas L. Rosprim, Master Chief Petty Officer of 
the Navy Public Affairs 

SINGAPORE -- Master Chief Petty Officer of the Navy 
(MCPON) returned April 30, from a 14-day visit to Japan and 
Singapore, where he engaged the fleet and updated them on 
the status of the Navy. 

MCPON(SS/SW) Rick D. West spoke to Sailors and 
Navy civilians throughout the trip, asking questions and more 
importantly, answering them. 

"Ask me anything," said West, to a crew of Sailors aboard 
USS McCampbell (DDG 85) in Yokosuka, Japan. "I am here 
for you, and I want my trip report to the CNO to be a complete 
one." 

Many questions continued to focus on manning concerns, 
namely Perform-To-Serve (PTS) and the Enlisted Retention 
Board (ERB). 

"If you would have asked me six months ago, I would 
have told you PTS wasn't doing what we needed it to do, only 
four or five requests out of 10 were being approved," said 
West, during an all hands call in Okinawa, Japan. "Now, as 
painful as ERB was, PTS is working with eight or nine out of 
10 being approved. I hope it stays the way it is currently." 

The questions were not all business though, as many 
Sailors had two new questions for MCPON concerning his 
retirement and the new MCPON. 

"I've always wanted to learn how to fly fish," said West, 
in response to a Sailor aboard USS Essex (LHD 2) in Sasebo, 
Japan. "I'd also like to stay engaged with Sailors in the Navy 
in some way, shape or form; I love this stuff." 

A group of first class and chief petty officers huddled 
around MCPON, school circle style, following a CPO365 run 
in Yokosuka, Japan. They all wanted to know how the search 
for the new MCPON was progressing. 

"I am keeping out of the process in the beginning," said 
West. "Here very soon I expect to have three to five names on 
my desk. I hope to have a name for you in June or July." 

Despite not knowing who his relief will be, MCPON is 
already prepared with a bit of pass-down information. 

"One piece of advice I have for my successor is, listen to 
the Sailors," said West, on board USS Bonhomme Richard 
(LHD 6) in Sasebo, Japan. "We have the best Sailors the 
Navy's ever had, right here, right now." 

If there was one message MCPON had for Sailors 
stationed in this region it was carpe diem, or seize the day. 

"My biggest regret was that I was never stationed in 
Japan," said West, while in Sasebo, Japan. "I've been here 
(Japan) about 70 or 80 times, but I was never stationed here. 
You are so lucky to have this chance, take advantage of it 
every chance you have." 

He reiterated that sentiment to Sailors in Singapore. 
"Look around you shipmates," said West. "You are 84 

miles from the equator, and within one hour you could be in 
Malaysia, Indonesia, or Thailand. It doesn't get any better than 
this." 

MCPON finished the journey by touring the Singapore 
Discovery Center, Singapore Army Museum, and Singapore's 
version of the Hale Koa Resort, The Chevrons, with the 
Singapore Navy's MCPON, Phui Peng Sim, the former 
Singapore MCPON, Roger Seow, and several other Singapore 
navy chiefs. 

"Our navies are bonded together by the fierce teeth of the 
ocean," said West. "Our friendship grew stronger here today, 
and I truly thank you." 

Fleet engagements are intended to provide senior 
leadership with a frontline assessment of Sailors and what they 
are doing in the Fleet. 

Return to Index 
 

3. Taking Care Of The LCS 
The Navy builds a sustainment model for its minimally manned ships 
(SEAPOWER MAGAZINE MAY 2012) ... Richard R. Burgess 

The Navy's Littoral Combat Ships (LCSs), now in 
production and in commission, represent a nontraditional 
approach to naval warfare in some ways, one of which is its 
small crew. The LCS concept also presents a challenge in 
maintaining and sustaining a frigate-sized warship with a 40-
man crew. 

"We're going to take the best practices from what the fleet 
does now and then make modifications to that for the [LCS-
unique requirements]," said Capt. Dan Brintzinghoffer, the 
Navy's program manager for LCS fleet introduction. "A 
destroyer with 250 Sailors onboard can execute a significant 
portion of a maintenance package while supporting a contract 
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execution [for] more maintenance…The LCS crew with only 
40 people — eight of them in the engineering department — 
cannot execute maintenance for eight hours while still 
supporting contractors onboard. 

"So there are some unique requirements that the 
minimum-man crew has that we have to take into account both 
in our contract vehicles and the agreements across the way the 
government is going to do some of that maintenance at the 
Regional Maintenance Centers," he said. 

Brintzinghoffer said the biggest challenge is 
understanding the scope of work that is required for its 
planned life cycle and getting the rest of the Navy systems to 
understand the differences and the challenges that come with 
the small crew. 

"It's very difficult when, for hundreds of years, we've 
been executing and evolving the way that we deliver, handle, 
maintain [and] sustain surface combatants and, now, we've 
come up with a completely different approach to that," he said. 

Cruisers and destroyers are maintained under a traditional 
fleet model. The LCS model will share some of those 
functions for the sake of efficiency. 

"It would make no sense to invent our own process or 
fund an individual effort when we can take advantage of 
what's already in place," Brintzinghoffer said. 

As the first LCSs were being built, the Navy developed 
Interim Support Plans (ISPs) for each of the two classes — 
Freedom (LCS 1), built by a Lockheed Martin team, and 
Independence (LCS 2), built by a General Dynamics team. 

"LCS 1 and LCS 2 are very different ships, [with] very 
different approaches by the individual primes when they built 
the ships," Brintzinghoffer said. "We are certainly learning as 
we're going through sustaining those under the ISP. We had to 
define, ‘What is the scope of work that is required to sustain a 
ship for a new class?'" 

Using LCS 1 as an example, he said, "The definition of 
that scope of work is pretty well understood now that we've 
had her for a few years. That is definitely refining the amount 
of work that is done under the ISP. How much of this work 
needs to be done with the crew? How much of it needs to be 
done by contract? And, frankly, how much of the work that 
would typically be done under a PMS [Preventative 
Maintenance System] scope, how much of it are we just not 
going to do? It's defining that bucket of overall work to 
support life-cycle sustainment that we have to get right and 
we're well on our way to doing that.” 

With General Dynamics as prime contractor for LCS 2 
and LCS 4, its Bath Iron Works (BIW) shipyard in Maine is 
the contractor supporting the ISP for those ships. 

BIW "supports sustainment, maintenance and logistics 
needs in three distinct categories: ISP, Industrial Post Delivery 
Availability and Post Shakedown Availability efforts," said 
Gary Skillings, LCS post-delivery program manager for BIW. 

"BIW has been providing post-delivery services in 
support of LCS 2 since April 2007," Skillings said. 

Under the incrementally funded ISP, BIW received 
approximately $8 million for fiscal 2012, he said. BIW was 
awarded a $17 million fiscal 2012 maintenance execution 
contract with the Southwest Regional Maintenance Center in 
San Diego. 

For the Lockheed Martin ISP, A.J. Wise, the company's 
business development director for LCS sustainment, estimated 

the support for maintenance, spares and availabilities come to 
$30 million per year. A Basic Ordering Agreement contract is 
used to provide waterfront maintenance, supplies, training, 
engineering support and post-delivery availabilities. 

Day-to-day execution of LCS maintenance and monthly 
preventative maintenance is managed on the Naval Station 
San Diego waterfront by LCS Squadron One. The planning of 
extended maintenance availabilities, modernization, 
configuration control, system change-out and changing of 
vendors will be managed from the LCS Program Executive 
Office in Washington. 

Lockheed Martin and BIW maintenance support team 
personnel are co-located with the squadron to coordinate the 
sustainment effort. The squadron's Maritime Support 
Detachment has a small number — six to eight — of 
contractor personnel from each team to provide day-to-day 
assistance. 

Fly-away teams to support the LCS at overseas ports are 
being set up, but local resources will be used as much as 
possible. For example, during the 2011 Rim-of-the-Pacific 
exercise, the resources of the Pearl Harbor Naval Shipyard 
were used to support Freedom. 

"The requirements for each availability will differ given 
the scope of work, time frame for completion, where the work 
will be done and multiple other factors," Skillings said. 
"Accordingly, decisions regarding the size and composition of 
the team will be made based on what will best suit the Navy's 
requirements, including an evaluation of the nature of work to 
be performed, the location, local skill availability and relative 
costs.” 

The Navy plans to implement a permanent LCS 
sustainment solution — the Product Support Plan (PSP) — in 
October 2014. 

"LCS 6 will be the first Austal-built ship contracted," 
Brintzinghoffer said. "The PSP will be in place by then. 
Competitively awarded maintenance execution vehicles [will 
be] only one component of the overall PSP. Maintenance 
execution will be one of a family of contract vehicles, in 
agreements with government entities (i.e., the Regional 
Maintenance Centers and the Intermediate Maintenance 
Activities contained inside those to execute a scope of work) 
to make sure that we sustain the LCS class of ships for the life 
cycle.” 

The PSP for Lockheed Martin-built LCSs will be in place 
in time to support LCS 5 and subsequent ships of the Freedom 
class. 

"The [earlier ships, LCS 1 and LCS 3] will transition to 
the PSP as the various components of that family of contract 
vehicles and the plan gets implemented," Brintzinghoffer said. 
"As early as I can, I will start shifting portions of that scope of 
work — in-service engineering agent functions — to what will 
become the permanent methodology.” 

"Because the Navy has not yet determined its approach 
for ongoing maintenance and logistics support for these ships, 
it would be inappropriate for us to discuss details of how BIW 
would approach in-port maintenance activities," Skillings said. 

Wise said Lockheed Martin is working toward a PSP that 
is performance-based. 

"The intent would be to save the Navy money and our 
task is to keep that system up and operating at a [level] that the 
Navy requires," Wise said. "If we do that, we make money. If 
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we don't do that, we don't make money. So it's a good 
incentive on both sides. We're probably going to walk before 
we run and start out with four to eight systems… We expect 
we would expand that in the future. 

"We couldn't do that three years ago because we didn't 
have the run time on the ship," he said. "Now, with more than 
55,000 nautical miles under the keel of that ship, we have the 
metrics that are needed to start defining what the proper 
performances would be. At the end of the day, we think that's 
good for the Navy because we now are not just getting paid 
when things are broke, but we're actually getting paid to make 
sure things don't break. So I think that's where the value is 
today.” 

The LCS fleet introduction team is collecting metrics and 
refining them as the PSP is developed. Spare parts, tools and 
quality assurance are some of the metrics being collected. 
Even a measure of how long it takes to put the execution of a 
work item under contract has become critical. 

"That metric was not envisioned as something that was 
critical when we first started out," Brintzinghoffer said. "It's 
something we're looking at now. We're taking that particular 
amount of time and using it to build into the PSP contract 
vehicles. 

One of the unique aspects of the LCS is its propulsion. 
"We don't have [other] surface combatants on this scale 

running around with water jets," Brintzinghoffer said. 
Joe North, vice president for littoral ship systems for 

Lockheed Martin Mission Systems & Sensors, noted that ship 
production changes are unique to the LCS program. 

"We have an engineering work force that we share 
between the planning yard and the new construction so that 
when we see issues occur on LCS 1, we can report them back 
up to LCS 3 or LCS 5 and fix them ahead of time," he said. "If 
we discover anything on 3 or 5, in a production mode or in 
trials, we can feed that back to LCS 1 and potentially short 
circuit any potential problem. 

"Instead of having turnarounds that are in the order of 
months, we can get these turned around in weeks and, in 
critical cases, sometimes even days where we get changes 
effective on production that we've noticed onboard Freedom, 
and vice versa," North said. 

Lockheed Martin is the in-service engineering agent for 
60 percent of the equipment on Freedom, with the government 
servicing the other 40 percent. 

"We do the analysis and figure out when they need to go 
through maintenance and when it needs to be planned," North 
said. "It's much more time-efficient, cost-efficient and it helps 
the crew understand exactly what they've got as far as what 
state the equipment is in.” 

Much of the analysis actually is performed remotely by 
vendors in locations such as New Jersey and Maryland, to 
whom the data is electronically transported. 

"When we get the data back, we're able to look at that 
data and compare it to what the manufacturer expects that we 
should see," North said. 

Lockheed Martin has embedded some technology on its 
LCS to provide metrics of system performance. One system, 
Oculus, records the "heartbeat" of the ship continuously and 
allows officials to reconstruct scenarios where a piece of 
equipment might have failed. Recording of real-time data is 
transmitted to a shore facility where it is analyzed for 
performance to ensure that the ship is operating properly. 

"We look at each piece of equipment in each system to 
determine if there's anything that looks like it is operating 
maybe on the brink of potential maintenance requirement," 
North said. "We can stay ahead of that and determine what 
needs to get worked on as a predictability and save money by 
fixing things before they actually break.” 

Working in concert with Oculus is LaserNet Fines, laser 
technology embedded into the fluid systems on the ship that 
can determine the viscosity of the fluid and detect and 
measure particles in the fluid. 

"LaserNet Fines actually takes a look into individual 
particles and engineers can tell what kind of a failure is taking 
place," Wise said. "It's more proactive in trying to determine 
exactly what the problem is without having to go into the 
system.” 

"In [legacy ships] today, a crew member would have to 
[take] a daily fuel sample, take that to a lab on the ship and 
analyze what the fuel looks like," North said. "[LaserNet 
Fines] does it real-time, 24/7, and it's built into a reporting 
database. The crew can extract the reports they want and track 
and measure the fluids on the ships to [determine] how clean 
the fuel is.” 

On one occasion, blooms of algae were detected in a fuel 
tank on Freedom after the ship took on fuel. 

"The Navy would normally take care of that with biocide, 
which they did, but Oculus actually flagged the problem early 
on which allowed them to go open up one of the tanks and 
treat it with the biocide," North said. "Before we had LaserNet 
Fines onboard, that growth probably would've gone 
undetected and it probably would've ended up clogging either 
the ship service generators or potentially the diesels and 
costing a lot more [to fix].” 

Skillings discussed examples of BIW's services for LCS 
2. 

"During [maintenance availabilities] and other windows 
of opportunity, BIW provides a full complement of shipboard 
facility maintenance [deep cleaning] services that have been 
traditionally performed by the ship's crew," he said. "BIW 
executes all planned maintenance with a periodicity of greater 
than 30 days. Examples range from analyzing engine oil 
content and executing oil changes, as required, to replacing 
seawater strainers and air-handling filters, to performing 
corrosion surveys.” 

The mission packages for the LCS fleet, once they are 
delivered and in service, will be maintained by the LCS 
sustainment office, Brintzinghoffer said. 

Return to Index 
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4. Sexual Assault Prevention Focus Continues 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 01 MAY 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist Chief Terrina Weatherspoon, Master Chief Petty Officer of 
the Navy Public Affairs 

WASHINGTON -- The Navy's focus on sexual assault 
and the measures in place to prevent it can not stop in April 
according to the Master Chief Petty Officer of the Navy. 

"On average two of our shipmates are sexually assaulted 
daily," said Master Chief Petty Officer of the Navy (MCPON) 
(SS/SW) Rick West. "Two too many. 

One of the goals during SAAM is to make sure the light 
doesn't dim during the rest of the year. So in addition to safety 
stand downs and general military training, some commands 
are taking further steps to ensure a continued focus on this 
initiative. 

"This should not just be something we are focused on one 
month a year," said West. "The problem is ongoing, so the 
talks, training, preventive measures and solutions should be 
ongoing as well." 

"One of the biggest things we are working on right now is 
our Bystander Intervention program," said Chief Cryptologic 
Technician (Interpretive) Diann Kunze, Navy Information 
Operations Command, Georgia. "Right now the program is in 
its infancy, but we have briefed the commanding officer, and 
so far he has liked our ideas." 

One of those ideas is expanding the SafeRide program, 
said Kunze. Her team is working toward using SafeRide not 
only for just getting home after too many drinks, but also for 
getting out of a situation that doesn't feel right or safe. Kunze 
stresses that this will only be used for serious threats and 
dangers, and that the expectation is for people to contact 911 if 
possible. 

"Our command is also trying to establish a 'Teal Dot' 
program," said Kunze. "Ninety-five percent of the command 
works in an area where badges are required. The idea is to 
encourage people to take a 'bystander intervention pledge' and 
then wear a teal dot in plain view on their badge. This will 
serve as a way to recognize those who have taken the pledge 
and to keep the cause fresh in everyone's mind." 

Some commands have encouraged their Sailors to look 
into downloading the free application "Circle of 6." 

This application, co-created by anti-violence advocate and 
filmmaker Nancy Schwartzman and initially intended for 
college students, is designed to make it easier for someone 
who finds themselves in a dangerous situation to quickly get 
in contact with friends for help. Launched March 19, the app 
has been downloaded more than 15,000 times and won the 
White House Apps Against Abuse Technology Challenge. 

After users download Circle of 6, they choose six friends 
to make up their circle. The app has preprogrammed SMS 
messages that can be sent to the six friends, along with the 
user's GPS coordinates, if a threat emerges. It also has a 
feature that links users to resources and allows them to 
program in a local hotline. 

"Reaching out for help if possible is absolutely your best 
option," said West. "However, I also want to encourage 
Sailors to recognize dangerous situations and to always do the 
right thing. Sometimes just speaking up against a conversation 
you feel could lead to a negative outcome is enough to prevent 
a violent situation." 

There are several things you can do to protect yourself 
and others from sexual assault. 

 Be a good friend-keep an eye on your friends to make 
sure they are safe. 

 If you see someone approaching someone in a way 
that seems to make that person uncomfortable, do 
something. Be alert, ask if the person needs help, and 
then get help. 

 Sexual assault and rape happen to men as well- males 
should not feel ashamed if they are sexually 
assaulted. MEn can seek counseling like anyone else 
that has been sexually assaulted or raped. 

 State your desires clearly and ask permission. If you 
want to be intimate with someone, make sure that 
person consents. If that person does not want to be 
intimate, stop right away. 

Return to Index 
 
 

CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
5. Obama Signs Pact In Kabul, Turning Page In Afghan War 
(NEW YORK TIMES 02 MAY 12) ... Mark Landler 

KABUL, Afghanistan — President Obama, speaking to 
an American television audience on Tuesday night from 
Bagram Air Base, declared that he had traveled here to herald 
a new era in the relationship between the United States and 
Afghanistan, “a future in which war ends, and a new chapter 
begins.” 

Mr. Obama’s address, during an unannounced visit to sign 
a strategic partnership agreement with President Hamid Karzai 
that sets the terms for relations after the departure of American 
troops in 2014, was a chance for him to make an election-year 
case that he is winding down a costly and increasingly 
unpopular war. 

“My fellow Americans,” he said, speaking against a 
backdrop of armored military vehicles and an American flag, 

“we’ve traveled through more than a decade under the dark 
cloud of war. Yet here, in the pre-dawn darkness of 
Afghanistan, we can see the light of new day on the horizon.” 

His speech came as an already difficult relationship with 
Mr. Karzai has been strained by recent events, including the 
release of photos showing American soldiers posing with the 
remains of Taliban insurgents and an American staff sergeant 
who has been charged in the killing of 16 Afghan civilians. 
Mr. Obama sought to portray the withdrawal as an unalloyed 
achievement, though it remains far from certain that the 
Afghan government can hold its own against the Taliban with 
reduced American support, or that what were once considered 
critical American goals here can still be met. 
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Hours after Mr. Obama left Afghanistan, at least two 
explosions shook Kabul on Wednesday morning, near a 
compound used by United Nations workers and other 
foreigners, local reports said. According to an interior 
minister, at least six people, including five civilians and a 
security guard, were killed. The Taliban has claimed 
responsibility. 

The president’s dramatic six-hour visit, ending a year to 
the day after Osama bin Laden was killed in a raid in 
neighboring Pakistan, was laden with symbolism, historic and 
political. Speaking from the country where the 9/11 terrorist 
attacks were incubated, Mr. Obama suggested that America 
had come full circle. 

“One year ago, from a base here in Afghanistan, our 
troops launched the operation that killed Osama bin Laden,” 
the president said. “The goal I set — to defeat Al Qaeda, and 
deny it a chance to rebuild — is now within our reach.” 

Asserting that the United States had largely achieved its 
military goals, Mr. Obama said that Afghans were ready to 
take responsibility for their own security, a transition that will 
start in earnest next year when American and NATO troops 
step back from a combat role to training and counterterrorism 
operations. 

But Mr. Obama also spoke of an “enduring partnership” 
with Afghanistan, invoking the agreement, which pledges 
American help for a decade in developing the Afghan 
economy and public institutions, though it makes no concrete 
financial commitments, which Congress would have to 
authorize each year. 

The agreement, Mr. Karzai said during a midnight signing 
ceremony at his presidential palace, opened “a new chapter in 
the relationship between the United States and Afghanistan,” 
one marked by “mutual respect.” 

Mr. Obama, who arrived after nightfall at Bagram Air 
Base north of Kabul under a veil of secrecy, flew by helicopter 
to the palace, passing low over the inky silhouette of the 
Hindu Kush Mountain range. Once there, he met briefly with 
Mr. Karzai before they emerged to sign the pact. 

“With this agreement the Afghan people, and the world, 
should know that Afghanistan has a friend and a partner in the 
United States,” Mr. Obama said as Mr. Karzai looked on, 
along with an audience of Afghan and American officials, 
including two Democratic senators, Jack Reed of Rhode Island 
and Carl Levin of Michigan. 

As part of its effort to broker a political settlement 
between the Afghan government and insurgents, Mr. Obama 
said, “my administration has been in direct discussion with the 
Taliban.” It was his most candid acknowledgment of the 
often-shadowy talks between American diplomats and the 
Taliban. 

If Mr. Obama was emphasizing American constancy at 
the palace, his speech to his audience back home put greater 
emphasis on turning the page. The United States, he said, 
needed to turn its energies from war to rebuilding, a resilience 
that was on display on the site of the 2001 terrorist attacks in 
New York City, where “sunlight glistens off soaring new 
towers in downtown Manhattan.” 

The president also answered critics, notably his likely 
Republican opponent, Mitt Romney, who said the 
administration erred by setting a deadline for withdrawing 
troops, since the Taliban could simply wait out the Americans. 

“Our goal is not to build a country in American’s image, 
or to eradicate every vestige of the Taliban,” Mr. Obama said. 
“These objectives would require many more years, many more 
dollars and many more American lives.” 

The surprise trip came even as his re-election campaign 
set off a debate about the propriety of using Bin Laden’s 
killing to make a political argument in the battle with Mr. 
Romney. But Republicans largely held their rhetorical fire in 
the hours after Mr. Obama’s arrival in Afghanistan was made 
public. 

In a statement issued after Mr. Obama left to return to 
Washington, Mr. Romney said he was “pleased” by the 
president trip. “It would be a tragedy for Afghanistan and a 
strategic setback for America if the Taliban returned to power 
and once again created a sanctuary for terrorists,” the 
statement said. 

For the president, the visit showcased what his aides said 
was his determination to end the war responsibly, even as they 
conceded that the country American troops will leave behind 
will be a messy, violent place. 

The president’s view was reflected in the remarks of 
another senior official, who told reporters that the agreement 
will give the United States “the capacity to carry out the 
counterterrorism operations that are necessary for Al Qaeda 
not to resettle.” It will help ensure “a regional equilibrium that 
serves our national security interest. And that’s ultimately why 
we went in there in the first place.” 

Mr. Obama devoted much of his visit to the troops, 
visiting wounded soldiers at a hospital on Bagram Air Base, 
where he awarded 10 Purple Heart decorations, and speaking 
by radio to military personnel in other parts of the country 
who were involved in arranging his trip. 

“The reason the Afghans have a new tomorrow is because 
of you,” Mr. Obama said to 3,200 cheering troops assembled 
before dawn on Wednesday in a cavernous hangar, against a 
backdrop of an American flag and several armored vehicles. 

The timing of the trip, administration officials said, was 
dictated by the desire of both presidents to sign the agreement 
before a NATO summit meeting in Chicago later this month. 
But it also came just four days before two big campaign rallies 
that serve as the symbolic kickoff of Mr. Obama’s re-election 
bid, which will emphasize his success in ending the war in 
Iraq and winding down the conflict in Afghanistan. 

With polls showing a large majority of Americans weary 
with the war, the president’s aides have discussed whether to 
accelerate current plans, which call for withdrawing 23,000 
troops by September. In Chicago, the United States and 
NATO allies will ratify a shift in the mission in 2013 from a 
combat role to one focused on counterterrorism and training of 
Afghan security forces. 

For Mr. Obama, the visit was a chance to meet again with 
Mr. Karzai, with whom the United States has had a sometimes 
difficult relationship. On a stop here in March 2010, Mr. 
Obama delivered pointed criticism of Mr. Karzai for the 
rampant graft in the Afghan government. Ten months later, he 
made a return trip, only to be grounded at Bagram by swirling 
winds, forcing him to speak to Mr. Karzai by phone. 

Though Mr. Karzai appeared elated at the ceremony, he 
has frequently expressed frustration with the American 
presence, bitterly criticizing the United States on issues like 
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night raids conducted by Special Operations troops and 
civilian casualties. 

The United States turned over authority for those raids to 
Afghan forces last month, opening the door to the broader 
agreement. The pact signed early Wednesday, negotiated by 
the American ambassador to Afghanistan, Ryan C. Crocker, 
and Afghanistan’s national security adviser, Rangin Dadfar 
Spanta, addresses a broad range of issues, from security to 
social and economic development. 

But it does not contain specific dollar commitments by 
the United States, which has led some critics to dismiss it as 
less a blueprint than a symbolic gesture. 

To keep a wrap on Mr. Obama’s travels, the White House 
resorted to some legerdemain, putting out a schedule for 
Tuesday that said the president would take part in an Oval 
Office meeting with advisers in the morning, then meet there 
with Mr. Biden and Defense Secretary Leon E. Panetta on 
Tuesday afternoon. 

Instead, late on Monday, Mr. Obama slipped out of the 
White House and traveled to Joint Base Andrews. At 
midnight, Air Force One, its lights switched off and window 
shades drawn, rolled out from behind a hangar. A small group 
of reporters, including one from The New York Times, were 
allowed to accompany the president, after they agreed not to 
report on his whereabouts until his helicopter landed in Kabul. 
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6. Iran Is Top 'Contingency' In Whittled U.S. War Plans 
Pentagon to rely on more allied help 
(WASHINGTON TIMES 02 MAY 12) ... Rowan Scarborough 

The U.S. military is discussing significant changes in its 
war plans to adhere to President Obama's strategic guidance 
that downplays preparing for conflicts such as the wars in Iraq 
and Afghanistan and counts on allies to provide additional 
troops. 

War planning for Iran is now the most pressing scenario, 
or what the Pentagon calls a contingency. 

U.S. Central Command believes it can destroy or 
significantly degrade Iran's conventional armed forces in about 
three weeks by using air and sea strikes, according to a 
defense source familiar with the discussions. 

This option could be a response to Iranian strikes on U.S. 
and international ships in the Persian Gulf and attempts to 
close the strategic Strait of Hormuz, through which about one-
fifth of the world's oil is transported. 

The Pentagon is conducting a step-by-step surge of forces 
in the Gulf. It is maintaining two aircraft carriers in the region 
and increasing the number of mine-detection ships and 
helicopters. 

Aviation Week reported that the Air Force recently 
dispatched its premier penetrating strike fighter, the F-22 
Raptor, to a base in the United Arab Emirates across the Gulf 
from Iran. 

A Smaller, More Agile Force 
Army Lt. Col. T.G. Taylor, a spokesman at U.S. Central 

Command, which oversees military operations in the Gulf, 
said the command does not discuss war planning. 

"We plan for any eventuality we can and provide options 
to the president," Col. Taylor said. "We take our guidance 
from the secretary of defense and from our civilian bosses in 
D.C. So any kind of guidance they give us, that's what we go 
off of." 

The defense source said the U.S. would respond to an 
invasion of South Korea by the North primarily with massive 
air and sea power. It would be up to the South Korean army to 
do most of the ground fighting, and it would have the lead in 
stability operations for a defeated North. 

The U.S. military is reducing the overall number of U.S. 
ground troops who would be needed in a major conflict and is 
counting on allies to fill the gap. 

It also is expanding the number of days it would have to 
begin fighting one war and blunt an aggressor in another 
region. 

Mr. Obama presented his eight-page strategic guidance in 
January as his vision of smaller, more agile armed forces that 
would focus on air and sea power in two regions - the Pacific 
and the Persian Gulf. 

He presented the document a month before the Pentagon 
announced how it would grapple with $487 billion in budget 
cuts over the next 10 years. The hallmark savings: a reduction 
in ground forces by 90,000 soldiers and Marines. 

The Obama guidance lists 10 "primary missions" for the 
armed forces. The guidance for counterinsurgency missions, 
such as those in Iraq and Afghanistan, is significant as much 
for what the military will not do as what it will do: 

"The United States will emphasize non-military means 
and military-to-military cooperation to address instability and 
reduce the demand for significant U.S. force commitments to 
stability operations," it states. 

"U.S. forces will nevertheless be ready to conduct limited 
counterinsurgency and other stability operations if required, 
operating alongside coalition forces wherever possible." 

'Doing Less With Less' 
"U.S. forces will no longer be sized to conduct large-

scale, prolonged stability operations," it says. "Whenever 
possible, we will develop innovative, low-cost, and small-
footprint approaches to achieve our security objectives." 

Conservatives have called the Obama plan too risky in its 
assumptions that the U.S. will not face a protracted ground 
war and can rely on significant numbers of allied troops if it 
does. 

"I think it's just rubber-stamping the budget cuts," said 
James Carafano, a military analyst at the Heritage Foundation. 
"Basically, what they are doing is dumping any scenarios that 
require long-term commitment of forces on the ground. 

"The problem is the enemy gets a vote. I don't think this 
will mean much in the long term on doctrine, but it will speed 
hollowing out the force." 

An analysis by the Congressional Research Service, the 
public policy research arm of Congress, states: "On the 
surface, the guidance appears to call for doing less with less. 
... It includes willingness to assume some greater risk, without 
specifying the scope and scale of that risk, to accomplish 
simultaneous missions." 

Defense Secretary Leon E. Panetta says the strategic 
guidance will lead to a "smaller and leaner" force that "will be 
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agile, flexible, ready and technologically advanced. ... The 
joint force will be prepared to confront and defeat aggression 
anywhere in the world." 

A spokesman for Army Gen. Martin Dempsey, chairman 
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, said the general is holding a series 
of strategic seminars to discuss the Obama strategy and how 
the force will be postured over the next five years to carry it 
out. 

Gen. Dempsey has held two such meetings with the Joint 
Chiefs and combatant commanders, and will hold another this 
month. 

"We made some assumptions about changing capabilities, 
technologies and policies of both adversaries and allies in 
2017, and to take a rough look at the supply and demand for 
our forces worldwide in 2017," said Marine Col. David Lapan. 

"We're testing our assumptions and testing our ideas. As 
expected, we've come up with many questions to explore in 
future seminars. We'll keep doing that." 
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7. USS Vandegrift Departs San Diego 
The guided-missile frigate was originally scheduled to depart in November but the deployment was moved up 
6 months 
(KSND NBC SAN DIEGO 01 MAY 12) ... Megan Tevrizian 

USS Vandegrift departed Tuesday for a seven-month 
deployment to the Western Pacific. 

The guided-missile frigate was originally scheduled to 
depart in November but the deployment was moved up 6 
months early after a renovation. 

So crew members and their families have spent a busy 
couple of months preparing for the deployment. 

Like many Navy deployments, the pier was filled with 
lots of emotional families saying good bye to their loved ones. 

USS Vandegrift is heading to the western Pacific to work 
with a host of Southeast Asian countries including Indonesia, 
Malaysia and Singapore on a variety of training exercises. 

It's a chance for them to work and interact with other 
countries and cultures. 

Nerlys Valesquez brought her two young sons to the pier. 
It’s the fourth time she’s had to go through this process with 
her husband. 

She said her husband was crying as he left so she and her 
two sons had to stay strong for him. 

“It's really hard. It's very hard,” she said. “I'm ok, it's my 
fourth deployment but I see a lot of people like maybe this is 
their first deployment and they are really sad.” 

USS Vandegrift left around 11 a.m. passing downtown 
and Point Loma. 

The hospital ship USNS Mercy departs Tuesday for a 4-
month deployment to the Pacific Rim region 

View Clip (RT: 2:32) 
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8. USNS Mercy's Departure Delayed 
Mechanical Problem Delays USNS Mercy For 48 Hours; USS Vandegrift Departs San Diego To WestPac, 
Indian Ocean 
(KGTV ABC SAN DIEGO 01 MAY 12) 

SAN DIEGO -- The guided-missile frigate USS 
Vandegrift departed Naval Station San Diego Tuesday on a 
deployment to the Pacific, where the Pentagon is increasing its 
focus, but the USNS Mercy failed to leave as scheduled. 

The Navy announced on its Pacific Partnership Twitter 
account that Mercy had mechanical problems that will delay 
the vessel's departure for 48 hours. 

The USS Vandegrift, meanwhile, is headed to the western 
Pacific and Indian Ocean for training exercises over the next 
six months with forces from Bangladesh, Brunei, Cambodia, 
Indonesia, Malaysia, the Philippines, Singapore and Thailand, 
according to the Navy. 

Nerlys Velasquez told NBC7/39 her husband was leaving 
on the frigate for his fourth deployment. 

"It's really hard," Velasquez said. "I see a lot of people 
with their first deployment, they're really sad, like, new wife, 
new baby. It's sad." 

The USNS Mercy is scheduled to take part in "Pacific 
Partnership," in which it will make humanitarian stops in 
Cambodia, Indonesia, the Philippines and Vietnam over the 
next four months. Crew members on the Mercy will provide 

medical, dental and veterinary care in the host nations, along 
with help with civil engineering projects. 

Pacific Partnership also includes personnel from the 
Army, Air Force and Marine Corps; U.S. State and Justice 
departments, Agency for International Development and 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Association. 

Japan will contribute a landing ship, helicopters, a 
medical team and representatives from the country's volunteer 
organizations. Australia, Canada, Chile, France, Korea, 
Malaysia, the Netherlands, New Zealand, Peru, the 
Philippines, Singapore and Thailand also will deploy 
personnel in support of the mission. 

Other organizations scheduled to take part include the UC 
San Diego Pre-Dental Society, a student-run free dental clinic; 
Project Hope, which launched the first civilian hospital ship, 
LDS Charities; and the University of Hawaii. 

The deployments come at a time when the Obama 
administration is paying more attention to Asia and, in 
conjunction with Asian allies, expanding its footprint to 
counterbalance what American defense officials long have 
described as a rising, more assertive China. 

Return to Index 
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9. USFF, Canadian Forces Partner For Exercise Frontier Sentinel 12 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 01 MAY 12) ... Frontier Sentinel Public Affairs 

SYDNEY, Nova Scotia -- The combined U.S. and 
Canadian Exercise Frontier Sentinel 12 (EX FS12) formally 
kicked off with a live diving demonstration by the Royal 
Canadian Navy's, Fleet Diving Unit Atlantic (FDUA), at the 
Sydney Marine Terminal, May 1. 

Led by Royal Canadian navy, Rear Adm. Dave Gardam, 
Canadian Joint Task Force Atlantic (JTFA), EX FS12 is a 
combined U.S. Fleet Forces (USFF), Coast Guard Atlantic 
Area (USCG CAA) and JTFA exercise scheduled to take place 
through May 9 along the U.S.' eastern seaboard and in 
Sydney, Nova Scotia, and Groton, Conn. Canadian and U.S. 
naval forces will train together to handle a security-related 
event focusing on maritime homeland security for Canada and 
the United States. 

During the exercise, a notional explosion on a ship in the 
Sydney harbor caused by a simulated mine will trigger the 
Mine Counter Measure Task Force to deploy and commence 
mine clearing operations. As part of the mine clearing 
operations, U.S. Navy's Mobile Diving and Salvage Unit 

(MDSU) 2 based in Virginia Beach, Va., will work with 
Canadian forces to clear the partially submerged trawler Cape 
Ann III from Sydney Harbor. 

"As part of this bilateral exercise, we are involving our 
MDSU divers in Sydney to work with our Canadian partners 
to use this opportunity to practice their considerable skills in 
as close to a real-world situation or challenge as you can get," 
said Navy Capt. Dominic DeScisciolo, EX FS12 mine warfare 
commander, and director, Mine Warfare Battle Staff at Naval 
Mine and Anti-Submarine Warfare Command, based in San 
Diego. "When a navigation way is obstructed, you need to 
clear it so commerce and assistance can continue." 

Sydney Harbor offers a rare training opportunity and an 
ideal opportunity to conduct it, Gardam added. 

Gardam said EX FS12 enables the two nations to create 
and implement a civilian assistance plan, a bilateral agreement 
that makes it easy for armed forces from one nation to support 
military and civil support from another. 
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10. USS Independence To Arrive In San Diego 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 01 MAY 12) ... USS Independence Public Affairs 

SAN DIEGO -- The littoral combat ship USS 
Independence (LCS 2) is scheduled to arrive at Naval Base 
San Diego May 2, marking the completion of the ship's 
maiden voyage to her homeport. 

Independence is the first Independence-variant of the new 
LCS class to transit the Panama Canal, conduct a foreign port 
visit and arrive in San Diego. 

"We are proud to be pulling into San Diego and bringing 
our ship to her homeport for the first time," said Cmdr. Gerald 
R. Olin, commanding officer of Independence's Gold Crew. 
"This is the culmination of two years of testing and hard work 
by this crew since commissioning, and it feels great to be 
almost home." 

The 23-day transit, lead by the ship's Gold Crew, included 
a port visit to Manzanillo, Mexico, and marks the successful 
completion of testing the ability of the ship's Mine 

Countermeasures (MCM) mission package to detect, localize, 
and destroy mines in a tactical environment. 

Upon arrival in San Diego, Gold Crew will begin the 
process of turnover with the ship's Blue Crew, including a 
custody inspection of parts and an exchange of command. 

LCS is a fast, agile, networked surface combatant 
designed to operate in the near-shore environment, while 
capable of open-ocean tasking, and win against 21st-century 
coastal threats such as submarines, mines, and swarming small 
craft. LCS' modular, focused-mission design provides 
combatant commanders the required warfighting capabilities 
and operational flexibility to ensure maritime dominance and 
access for the joint force. 

U.S. Third Fleet leads naval forces in the Eastern Pacific 
from the west coast of North America to the International Date 
Line. 
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11. A Seat At The Table 
Arguments intensify for U.S. to join U.N. Law of the Sea Convention 
(SEAPOWER MAGAZINE MAY 2012) ... Daisy R. Khalifa 

A full Senate vote on the U.N. Convention on the Law of 
Sea is once again a possibility in Washington in the 112th 
Congress, but with an added twist: more vocal interest from 
industry for the United States to sign on. 

Adding to that, major nonprofit organizations are working 
side by side with powerful interest groups whose collective 
aim is to generate a campaign to underscore support on 
Capitol Hill for the Convention by representatives of corporate 
giants such as Lockheed Martin, Verizon and AT&T, as well 
as those of the Navy, State and Defense Departments, Coast 
Guard and National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration. 

At issue, in light of China's emergence as an economic 
power, technology leader and a nation with a defined oceans 
strategy, and the activity of Russia and others in the Arctic 
region, are serious concerns that the United States is falling 
behind by not securing its sovereign rights to the vast 
resources of its continental shelf beyond 200 miles from shore 
— and to explore for more around the world — matters that 
encompass economic losses as well as national security 
threats. 

Proponents, largely within industry, are anxious to see the 
United States accede to the Convention. In doing so, the 
country gains the legal authority to sponsor U.S. companies 
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eager to secure rights to oil and gas reserves, and to leverage 
investments up-wards of $2 billion for mining deep seabeds 
for valuable metals and rare earth elements. More than 40 
countries have begun the process of securing their own 
continental shelf rights, according to State Depart-ment data. 

"Chinese, Indian and Russian companies are exploring 
deep seabeds for rare earth elements and valuable metals, but 
the United States cannot sponsor our companies to do the 
same," Secretary of State Hillary Clinton said in a videotaped 
statement last December to the Pew Business Roundtable. 
"Joining the Convention will level the playing field for 
American companies so they have the same rights and 
opportunities as their competitors.” 

Adopted 30 years ago, the U.N. Convention on the Law 
of the Sea, or UNCLOS, set forth a comprehensive framework 
relating to traditional uses of the oceans, seas and straits. After 
objections raised in 1982 by then-President Ronald Reagan to 
modify provisions of the Convention related to deep seabed 
mining and technology transfer, negotiations of an agreement 
for these provisions were finalized in 1994, paving the way for 
a sufficient number of countries to ratify the Convention, as 
modified, to bring it into force. 

Today, the European Union and 161 nations are party to 
the Convention, including almost all of the traditional allies of 
the United States. 

The United States signed the 1994 agreement, but has yet 
to join the Convention. In 2004 and 2007, the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee voted in favor of accession to the 
Convention, but on both occasions it was not followed by 
action in the full Senate, where a two-thirds vote in favor is 
needed to allow the United States to enter into international 
treaties. 

Under Senate rules, a treaty that is voted out of committee 
favorably but not voted upon by the full Senate is returned to 
the committee at the end of that two-year session of Congress. 
This year, Congress is scheduled to be in session through the 
first week of August. 

"In the June-July period, there is an opportunity working 
in a bipartisan way for the Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee to report out the resolution for advice and consent 
and have time to get it to the Senate floor," said Jeffrey Pike, a 
former Hill staffer and lobbyist hired by the Pew Charitable 
Trust to provide strategic counsel on the Law of the Sea. 

Opponents of the Convention include, among others, the 
Heritage Foundation and the Center for Security Policy. 
Critics believe it hinders U.S. intelligence activities and 
impinges on the sovereignty of the United States to send ships 
and take actions on the basis of customary international law. 

In recent months, former U.N. Ambassador John Bolton 
and former Defense Department official Dan Blumenthal, both 
fellows at the American Enterprise Institute, a conservative 
public policy think tank, have railed against the Convention, 
particularly with regard to China's political maneuverings in 
the South China Seas. 

In a Wall Street Journal opinion piece on Sept. 29 entitled 
"Time to Kill Law of the Sea — Again," Bolton and 
Blumenthal suggest that if the United States accedes to the 
Convention, "China will have its best weapon yet to limit U.S. 
action in Asia.” 

As noted by Bolton: "With China emerging as a major 
power, ratifying the treaty now would encourage Sino-

American strife, constrain U.S. naval activities, and do 
nothing to resolve China's expansive maritime territorial 
claims.” 

Supporters of the Convention do not disagree that China's 
ongoing assertiveness to territory on and beneath the South 
China Sea is cause for concern, if not a challenge to 
international norms regarding freedom of the seas, said 
Caitlyn Antrim, executive director of the Rule of Law 
Committee for the Oceans, a nonpartisan educational group 
whose purpose is to inform public discourse regarding U.S. 
interests in accession to the Convention. 

Antrim noted, however, that the United States could better 
help the situation by acceding to the Law of the Sea 
Convention, whereby it would have more influence in 
supporting the coastal states in that region. 

An area of 650,000 square miles with a sea floor believed 
to be rich in deposits of oil and gas, and host to the world's 
second busiest sea lanes, the South China Sea is an example of 
"creeping jurisdiction," said Antrim, which is represented, in 
the case of China, by an attempt to increase its control and 
extend its authority at the expense of its neighbors in 
Southeast Asia, as well as the United States, Japan and South 
Korea. 

"The Law of the Sea is our lever," she told Seapower. 
"We can't go in there and continually force our way. We need 
to have a legal regime so that everything works smoothly. All 
of the other countries support the Law of the Sea, and we get 
to add to that strength, but it's a little difficult when we aren't a 
party to it.” 

Antrim pointed out the synergies between being party to 
Law of the Sea and the underlying theme of the 2007 
Cooperative Strategy for 21st Century Seapower, the Maritime 
Strategy signed by the U.S. Navy, Marine Corps and Coast 
Guard that focuses on international partnerships. The policy, 
she said, is pragmatic and plays into the notion that, simply 
put, times have changed. And while the United States still has 
a role to support regions around the world, establishing 
military bases on distant shores is less desirable than "teaming 
with countries where we can bring assets we have to that 
issue," she said. 

At the Jamestown Foundation's 2012 China Defense and 
Security Conference in Washington Feb. 15, retired Adm. 
Timothy Keating, former commander of U.S. Pacific 
Command, said that while Asian nations count on the United 
States to preserve regional stability and open access to the 
seas, they made it clear they want the United States to respect 
their sovereignty and remain "over the horizon.” 

As a model, Keating said, Asian nations were supportive 
of how the United States helped enhance security through the 
Strait of Malacca. Rather than establish U.S. military bases or 
fleets, the nation provided the equipment and training to the 
littoral countries to maintain safe passage through the strait, he 
said. 

"Unlike the Cold War era, when almost no one except 
NATO [nations] and the Soviet Union had a blue-water navy, 
it now seems that almost everyone does," Antrim said. "They 
also have legitimate rights to manage their offshore resources. 
They are going to be out there with smaller ships and local 
knowledge that the United States needs from partners in 
foreign littorals.” 
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In economic terms, Pike stressed that advances in 
technology have dramatically impacted the importance of 
acceding to the Convention, particularly in terms of the 
nation's economic security. Furthermore, he believes the treaty 
under consideration today is perceived far differently than it 
was when amended in 1994, just as the Internet was being 
introduced to the world. 

"Now, we've got 95 percent of all of our Internet traffic, 
whether it's orders for widgets, whether it's science or military, 
all of this information travels on undersea cables, and we 
basically have no protection over those," he said, illustrating 
why telecommunications giants like AT&T and Verizon, as 
well as the North American Submarine Cable Association, are 
among vocal advocates on Capitol Hill pushing for 
ratification. "These organizations strongly support the treaty 
because it affords us unfettered ability to lay and maintain 
these undersea cables, but undersea cables were sort of an 
afterthought in 1982.” 

What is remarkable in the discussions these days on 
Capitol Hill is the predominant advocacy by industry, Antrim 
said. Talks are further bolstered by full support from the U.S. 
Chamber of Commerce and the American Petroleum Institute, 
in addition to the active involvement from representative 
organizations from the oil industry, shipping, fishing and 
marine mining, she said. 

This degree of influence is further reinforced by the 
existing support for U.S. accession by every living U.S. 
president, seven former secretaries of state, nine former chiefs 
of naval of operations, five former Coast Guard commandants, 
and at least six former U.S. State Department and U.N. 
ambassadors. The treaty also is supported by Chief of Naval 
Operations Adm. Jonathan W. Greenert, Coast Guard 
Commandant Adm. Robert J. Papp Jr., Marine Corps 
Commandant Gen. James F. Amos and Army Gen. Martin E. 
Dempsey, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. 

Another longstanding supporter is Defense Secretary 
Leon E. Panetta, who served as chairman and commissioner of 
the Pew Oceans Commission and co-chair of the Joint Ocean 
Commission Initiative with retired Adm. James Watkins, 
another treaty proponent. 

On Capitol Hill, Sen. John Kerry, D-Mass., chairman of 
the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, strongly supports 
U.S. accession. He has said he is committed to getting this 
done. 

"What's really remarkable is that this thing still hasn't 
gotten done after all these years. You don't see a whole lot of 
initiatives strongly supported by President George W. Bush 
and me, as well as the biggest oil, gas, cabling and mining 
corporations in the country, plus the Chamber of Commerce 
and the military," Kerry said in a statement to Seapower. "This 
is something that President [Richard M.] Nixon wanted, that 
President Reagan strengthened. And given such powerful 
support in business and national security circles, it's a question 
of when, not if.” 

The Navy League of the United States long has been a 
proponent of the United States joining the Convention. 

As it stands in the seabed resource market, there are 
approximately 12 mining claims involving 14 countries under 
the International Seabed Authority, an inter-governmental 
body established by the Law of the Sea Convention to have 
oversight of mineral-related activities in the international 
sea-bed. Lockheed Martin for years has had claims to explore 
and extract rare earth elements, which produce valuable metals 
used the world over in flat-screen televisions, electric hybrid 
batteries, tank armor, night-vision goggles and every mobile 
communications device. 

"When you see an international, huge company like 
Lockheed who has got these claims, who has for years been 
trying to get access to them, that now may end up going to 
Lockheed Martin U.K. to get a site and operate through their 
U.K. operating unit, you have to ask why are American 
companies having to go to foreign governments to access deep 
seabed minerals when we as a country desperately need [this 
business]?"Pike said. 

Likewise, Pike said, the "Arctic Imperative" is a dilemma 
for the United States, given that the particular geography of 
the extended continental shelf and seabed for the nation may 
well extend as far as 650 miles, representing vast prospects for 
domestic business growth in oil, gas and seabed mining. The 
United States is the only country among the eight member 
states within the Arctic Council, an intergovernmental forum 
for coordination in the Arctic, that is not party to Law of the 
Sea. 

"We can't file a claim for our extended shelf in the 
Beaufort or Chukchi Sea up there. Russia is making claims, 
and Canada is going to file a claim. Everybody's dividing it 
up," he said. "And we're sitting on the sidelines.” 
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12. Unease Mounting, China And U.S. To Open Military Talks 
(NEW YORK TIMES 02 MAY 12) ... Jane Perlez 

BEIJING — Limited military talks between China and the 
United States — an arena in which the two sides view each 
other with mounting unease — open here on Wednesday as a 
prelude to a wider-ranging economic and strategic dialogue 
between Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton and 
Treasury Secretary Timothy F. Geithner and their Chinese 
counterparts. 

China is increasingly suspicious of what it views as 
stepped-up spying by American planes and ships along its 
coast, and the United States is disquieted by China’s growing 
array of weaponry, analysts on both sides say. 

The two nations have been unable to agree on a serious 
agenda for military talks despite an escalation of tensions as 

China presses territorial claims in the East and South China 
Seas and the United States fortifies longstanding alliances 
from Australia to the Philippines. 

The meetings, known as the Strategic and Economic 
Dialogue, will be limited to a one-day session on Wednesday 
that will cover two subjects, cyberwarfare and maritime 
issues, Obama administration officials said. 

The broader high-level talks scheduled to start on 
Thursday with Mrs. Clinton and Mr. Geithner are likely to be 
strained in public and dominated behind the scenes by the 
escape of the blind human rights lawyer Chen Guangcheng, 
apparently into American protection in Beijing. But both sides 
have plowed ahead with the diplomatic agenda since Mr. 
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Chen’s dramatic journey to Beijing from his house arrest in 
the countryside. 

The Obama administration has remained virtually silent 
on Mr. Chen, refusing to confirm that he is in American hands 
and moving the choreography forward for what the Chinese 
consider “all weather” talks involving hundreds of diplomats 
and officials at the Diaoyutai State Guesthouse complex, 
dotted with lakes and willow trees. 

Washington’s regard for the Chinese government’s 
sensitivity may have helped the Beijing leadership remain 
outwardly calm about the Chen case, which comes at a time of 
political upheaval in the aftermath of the dismissal of Bo 
Xilai, a member of the Politburo. 

Even before the Chen case erupted, there were few 
expectations of specific outcomes for the economic and 
strategic talks, in which every item on the agenda, from North 
Korea to the global economy, has been painstakingly 
negotiated. 

Mrs. Clinton said in Washington before her departure on 
Monday that she would raise human rights during her visit. 

Until Mr. Chen’s case complicated the atmosphere, 
human rights were expected to play little part. Human rights 
talks between the nations are accorded a separate dialogue at a 
different time of year. 

Still, the assistant secretary of state for democracy, human 
rights and labor, Michael H. Posner, who has pressed Mr. 
Chen’s case, is a member of Mrs. Clinton’s delegation. He had 
been scheduled to accompany her before Mr. Chen’s escape. 

In the military talks, Deputy Secretary of State William J. 
Burns and the acting under secretary of defense for policy, 
James N. Miller, will lead the American delegation, and Gen. 
Ma Xiaotian, deputy chief of the general staff of the People’s 
Liberation Army, is the head of the Chinese delegation. 

With the discussion generally limited to cyberwarfare and 
maritime issues, the talks will not include space weaponry or 
missile defense, two areas in which the Chinese are 
concentrating military expenditure, Obama administration 
officials said. 

In a recent report on the American military relationship 
with China, Shirley A. Kan, a specialist in Asian security at 
the Congressional Research Service, wrote that China’s 
“reduced appreciation for military-to-military exchanges has 
accompanied its rising assertiveness.” In an example of the 
rocky relationship, she noted that when Adm. Mike Mullen, 
the recently retired chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, 
visited China last year, he was the first chairman to do so since 
2007. 

Scott Harold, who is studying the military relationship 
between China and the United States for the RAND 

Corporation, echoed that view. “There is a mutual suspicion 
by each side of the other’s growing capabilities,” he said. 

The Chinese have acquired or are developing a variety of 
weapons and technologies that would enable them to put into 
practice the doctrine of “anti-access, area denial,” Mr. Harold 
said. The basic idea is to block American access to strategic 
waterways, particularly the seas off China’s coast. 

Among the weapons to advance the doctrine are ultraquiet 
submarines and advanced surface vessels equipped with 
antiship cruise missiles, Mr. Harold said. China is also testing 
ballistic missiles that can strike an aircraft carrier, he said. 

In addition, China has built an advanced cyberprogram 
designed to disable a potential enemy’s command-and-control 
capabilities, Mr. Harold said. 

In response to the Chinese doctrine, Pentagon planners 
are devising a military fighting concept called the “air-sea 
battle strategy” that would ensure that the American military 
could deploy over great distances to defend United States 
allies and interests. 

“I wouldn’t characterize the situation as an arms race, but 
competitive military modernization through hardware and, 
more important, in doctrine,” Mr. Harold said. 

A major reason for the limited nature of the military talks 
between Beijing and Washington, American officials say, is 
the Chinese position that the United States must abide by three 
conditions: stopping arms sales to Taiwan, halting close-in 
maritime and airborne surveillance of China, and scrapping 
restrictions in the National Defense Authorization Act that 
prevent the export of American technologies deemed to have 
military use for China. 

The export restrictions are unfair and demonstrate the 
United States’ determination to keep China in an inferior 
position, said Yan Xuetong, the dean of modern international 
relations at Tsinghua University. 

“The arms embargo is a clear indication that the United 
States does not want China to become a military power,” said 
Mr. Yan, a prominent professor who reflects a more 
nationalistic belief among Chinese academics. 

Military competition between the two powers is inevitable 
and should be recognized as such, he said. 

The United States talked about more cooperation, but the 
Chinese military asked itself, “ ‘What can I benefit from this 
cooperation, what payoff does the P.L.A. get?’ ” Mr. Yan said, 
referring to the People’s Liberation Army. 

“We think the U.S. is hypocritical when they say, ‘We 
want this cooperation for your benefit,’ ” he added. 

There should be more contact between the two sides in 
the mode of “negative cooperation,” Mr. Yan said. 

“That way,” he added, “we can work together to prevent 
war between us.” 
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13. 3 Chinese Warships Sail Through Kagoshima Strait 
(YOMIURI SHIMBUN 02 MAY 12) 

Three Chinese Navy warships sailed through the Osumi 
Strait off Kagoshima Prefecture and into the Pacific, the 
Defense Ministry said Monday. 

The warships--two frigates and an intelligence-gathering 
ship--were spotted at around noon Sunday by a Maritime Self-
Defense Force patrol plane about 430 kilometers west of 

Yakushima island, Kagoshima Prefecture, according to the 
ministry. 

The three vessels traveled eastward through the Osumi 
Strait located between Cape Sata and Tanegashima island--
both in Kagoshima Prefecture--before sailing into the Pacific 
at about 11 a.m. Monday, the ministry said. 
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It is unusual for Chinese warships to sail through the 
strait, though they are allowed to do so based on international 
laws, the ministry said, before adding the MSDF would 
continue monitoring the area. 

It was the first time in nine years that Chinese warships 
were confirmed to have passed through the Osumi Strait, 
according to the ministry. 
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14. 'Stronger Navy' Urged Amid Scarborough Dispute 
Filipino Lawmaker Says Standoff With China Shows 'Stronger Navy' Necessary 
(MAKATI CITY INQUIRER (PHILIPPINES) 02 MAY 12) ... Karen Boncocan 

MANILA, Philippines -- A lawmaker on Tuesday said 
that the country's ongoing standoff with China over the 
ownership of Panatag (Scarborough) shoal [reef] indicated that 
a "stronger Navy" was necessary in asserting its sovereignty. 

"Effective diplomacy is the best approach to 
disagreements over our territorial waters. A stronger Navy will 
surely reinforce our diplomacy," House Deputy Majority 
Leader Roman Romulo said in a statement. 

A senior member of the committee on foreign affairs, 
Romulo said that internal armed conflicts kept the Philippine 
Navy from developing its capabilities to deal with foreign 
aggression - something he thought was "absolutely imperative 
for an unusually large archipelago with more than 7,100 
islands." 

"The Philippines is one of the five biggest archipelagos in 
the world along with Indonesia, Japan, New Zealand and the 
United Kingdom. Yet, we also have one of the smallest and 
most poorly equipped navies in the world.," said the 
lawmaker, explaining that the Navy's largest warship, BRP 
Gregorio del Pilar, was a 45-year-old decommissioned U.S. 
Coast Guard cutter handed over to the country through the 
United States' Excess Defense Article Program. 

For decades, the Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) 
has been fighting communist rebels and militant Islamist 
groups in the country and it was due to this that the military, 
Romulo said, was forced to grow in another direction. 

"Instead of being primed to ward off potential foreign 
aggression, our Armed Forces have been wholly geared up to 
suppress domestic dissidents. This is why we have a big Army 
but a small Navy," he said, explaining how the AFP's troop 
strength was divided into the Army (80,000), the Navy 
(26,000), and the Air Force (17,000). 

While the country had, at its disposal, a "bulky infantry 
trained to fight on foot local dissidents in our mountains and 
jungles... this was achieved at the expense of building an 
adequate Navy, or a passable Air Force," he added. 

It has been almost a month since the Philippine Navy was 
prevented by maritime surveillance vessels from China from 
confronting a group of Chinese fishermen they caught 
poaching in waters off the disputed shoal. 

The country has been in a standoff with China since April 
10, with the Chinese government not showing any indication 
of giving up its claim over the shoal located 124 nautical miles 
west of Zambales province and considered by the Philippines 
to be within its Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ). 
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15. Indonesia Takes A Stand Against Pirates 
Tougher stance by navy and police means attackers can be scared off, unlike their Somalian counterparts 
(IFW FRIEGHT & LOGISTICS NEWS (UK) 01 MAY 12) ... Chris McCall 

A new stance by Indonesia has made a major difference in 
what was once the world’s top piracy blackspot. 

Noel Choong, of the International Maritime Bureau 
(IMB), said now most attacks in the busy shipping lanes 
between Indonesia and Malaysia could be stopped, as long as 
crews maintained a careful anti-piracy watch and raised the 
alarm quickly. 

A decade ago, Indonesia’s lawless waters headed the 
world’s list of piracy trouble spots, particularly the Malacca 
Straits between Sumatra and West Malaysia. 

Choong, head of the IMB’s Piracy Reporting Centre in 
Kuala Lumpur, said alerting the Indonesian authorities then 
brought few results. But international pressure prompted 
Indonesia’s navy and marine police to take a tougher stance. 

Located on a shipping route linking China, Japan, Korea 
and other Asian countries to Europe and the Middle East, the 
waterways around Singapore and Malaysia carry a massive 
proportion of the world’s commercial shipping. 

Ships must pass through the Malacca Straits, Singapore 
Straits and the South China Sea, and into Indonesian waters. 
Often they carry vast sums of cash in the ship’s safe – 
frequently the pirates’ prime target. 

The nature of the attacks is quite different to Somalia, 
Choong said. 

"Somali pirates have little to fear, even if they commit 
murder, and will not give up even when spotted. But these 
days the criminal gangs behind the Asian attacks can usually 
be scared off. 

“In Somalia, pirates go home to a country without an 
effective government. In Indonesia and its neighbours, they 
know they face prosecution and jail.” 

He said attacks still happened, but the authorities now 
responded quickly. 

Choong said. “How long it will last, whether this will 
continue; nobody can answer that question.” 

Return to Index 
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16. Indian Sailors Recount Pirate Attack 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 01 MAY 12) ... Erika Kinetz 

MUMBAI, India — The alarm sounded at 6:40 a.m. It 
could have been a fire or a man overboard. But in the waters 
off the coast of Oman near the Gulf of Aden, the sound meant 
one thing to the crew of the Enrica Ievoli: pirates. 

The ship was carrying 15,000 tons of caustic soda from 
Iran to Turkey when it was hijacked by Somali pirates, who 
held the 18-man crew hostage for four long months. 

The seven Indian crew members on board the Italian ship 
landed in Mumbai on Tuesday. 

This account of their capture and release is based on 
interviews with five crew members and two shipping company 
officials. 

Roopendran Parrakat, 51, had been watching the 
unidentified boat since he came on duty shortly before 6 a.m. 
on Dec. 27. He and two other crew members took turns 
peering through binoculars at the vessel, which showed up on 
the Enrica Ievoli's radar as an ominous blip moving far too 
fast toward their ship. 

"Normally, you get GPS data," Parrakat said. "This vessel 
had no details, no name, nothing." 

Forty minutes later the captain sounded the alarm, jolting 
Shantilal Harji Solanki awake. 

"I had a feeling pirates were around," said Solanki, 52, 
who worked as a mechanic on the ship. 

He stashed his gold prayer beads in an air conditioning 
duct before heading up to the ship's bridge, the designated 
meeting point in case of emergency. 

The captain told the assembled crew that pirates were 
approaching. 

The next hour unfolded in slow motion. A skiff set out 
from the pirate's mother ship. 

The crew watched from the bridge as four men in shorts 
and T-shirts hoisted a ladder and climbed on board. Two 
carried AK-47s. They fired shots in the air and called 
themselves pirates. They said they were from Somalia. 

The pirates came up to the bridge and trained their guns 
on the captain. "They said this boat is hijacked," recalled 
Solanki. One of the gunmen was shaking. Another man was 
bleeding, cut on the hand and shoulder by the barbed wire the 
crew had wrapped around the ship to stave off pirates before 
entering the dangerous waters. Five more Somalis soon 
climbed on board. The youngest was 14, the oldest in his 
fifties. 

The leader carried a pistol. He was perhaps 55, thin, with 
a gentle way of talking. He didn't seem dangerous. The men 
called him Maya. 

Maya told the crew he didn't want to harm them, that 
there would be no killing if they got money. 

"The leader told us we are hijacking this vessel for 
money," said Parrakat. "We need this money for our country. 
We are doing this for our country." 

Maybe if they'd cut the power, darkened the boat and 
locked themselves in some hidden room they could have 
escaped, one member of the crew said. If they'd only had an 
armed guard on board, none of this would have happened, 
others said. 

A helicopter flown in by the Turkish navy in response to 
the captain's distress call arrived 20 minutes too late. 

The pirates held the crew in the ship's bridge, a vast room 
encased in glass at the top of the ship which offered 360 
degree views of the surrounding ocean. Half the men got 
mattresses, the rest slept on blankets. They had to ask 
permission to go to the bathroom or take a shower. Pirates 
always escorted them, one man at a time. Photographs were 
forbidden. 

The pirates led the crew — seven Indians, six Italians and 
five Ukrainians — one by one to their cabins and took 
anything that could be sold. 

They stole Solanki's two laptop computers, one of which 
he'd just bought for his daughter, two cellphones, his watch, 
his leather shoes and all his money. 

After a few days, the ship reached Somali waters and the 
men were allowed to call home. 

Solanki called his wife in Diu, an island north of Mumbai, 
India's financial capital. "I told my wife, 'I am hijacked. Don't 
worry, we are OK,'" he recalled. 

His two daughters were sobbing too hard to speak clearly. 
"Papa come soon," they said. 

The crew did not become friends with their captors over 
the long months of captivity. They barely learned each other's 
names. The pirates slept separately and ate their own meals. 
The Somalis brought sheep on board, slaughtering one each 
day for food. 

The ship sat in Somali waters day after day. The crew 
played cards, mostly gin rummy, to fill the empty hours. Some 
prayed. 

Solanki, a Hindu, kept Hanuman, the monkey god, and 
Vishnu, the god of gods, in his mind. "You help us," he 
pleaded. 

Far away, the crew's fate was being hammered out in 
intense negotiations between the governments of Italy and 
Somalia and the owners of the Marnavi shipping company. 

No one thought of escape. 
"Everyone was afraid for his life," said Parrakat. 
"I can't be faster than a bullet," said Solanki. 
The Somalis were well organized, operating in concert 

with other pirates in the region. 
Once the Enrica Ievoli reached Somali waters, Maya's 

group handed the vessel over to anther crew of pirates led by a 
man named Loyan. The pirates communicated with each other 
by cellphone, or when they fell out of the network, through the 
ship's satellite phone. 

Twice the Enrica Ievoli was pressed into pirate service. 
In January, the ship sailed two and a half days to rescue 

nine pirates from a failed hijacking. Five of the nine were 
injured and one had been shot dead by the U.S. Navy, said 
Solanki. The pirates put the dead body in the freezer and 
sailed back to Somalia. 

In March, Loyan ordered the ship to chase a hijacked 
Spanish vessel whose captain was not following pirate orders. 
They never found the ship. 

On April 22, more than 30 pirates, all armed, were aboard 
the Enrica Ievoli. They wrapped their faces in kerchiefs and 
cloths, hiding everything but their eyes. They lined the crew 
up on the deck so they could be seen, alive, from a small white 
plane that approached around 2:30 p.m. 
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The pirates kept their guns pointed at the backs of the 
crew as the plane circled above and then dropped three plastic 
containers, each fitted with a small parachute, into the sea. 

The pirates scurried off the boat to collect their treasure. 
A new kind of fear settled on the crew. 
No one knew how much money was in those containers, 

but it was clear that the pirates had gotten what they asked for. 
"Until that day, they had reason to keep us alive," 

Parrakat said. "After they got what they wanted, they can do 
anything." He stayed awake the whole night, listening as the 
pirates left the ship in small groups. 

Around 5 a.m., the last few pirates fired three farewell 
shots in the air. 

"It was like coming out of jail," Parrakat said, a big smile 
spreading on his face. 

The captain called an Italian navy ship patrolling nearby. 
A helicopter circled as six Italian commandoes boarded the 
Enrica Ievoli and scoured the ship for any trace of pirates. 

"When the Italian commandoes came, we felt OK, fine, 
we are going home," Solanki said. He took his prayer beads 
out of the air conditioning duct. 

The plane that brought Solanki and six other Indian crew 
home touched down in Mumbai as the sun rose Tuesday. The 
men were greeted with garlands of flowers. 

Solanki called his wife. 
"I told her, I'm back in India. She said, 'OK, OK,'" he 

said. 
Solanki bowed his head with great dignity, trying to hide 

his tears. He plans to have some jewelry made for her before 
he flies home, he said. 
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17. Private Fleet Worth 30m Set To Fight Somali Pirates 
(THE AUSTRALIAN 02 MAY 12) ... Miles Costello 

Plans for a private fleet of armed patrol boats to protect 
ships negotiating the pirate-infested waters off Somalia have 
received a huge boost after a prominent insurance figure 
agreed to provide financial support. 

Financial backing from Martin Reith, the founder and 
former chief executive of the Lloyd's of London insurer Ascot 
Underwriting, means that the Convoy Escort Program could 
be up and running as early as this summer. 

Mr. Reith has become the lead investor in a $US30 
million fundraising by the pioneering project, the commercial 
brainchild of insurers on the Lloyd's market seeking to reduce 
the costs caused by Somali piracy. 

CEP has embarked on investor roadshows in an effort to 
secure the remainder of the funds. Success would mean that 
the program could buy its first seven second-hand vessels and 
would also help to finance the armed security guards that 
would be on board. 

As well as four crew and eight armed security personnel, 
each vessel would have inflatable speedboats, or "ribs," that 
could be launched into combat if pirates threatened ships. The 
escort program has already identified the boats that it wants 
and has a manufacturer for its ribs. 

The project is hoping to attract further investment from 
private equity, individuals of high net worth and even some of 
the world's shipping operators for a fleet that aims to 
complement existing navies. Once successful, the plan calls 
for a second fundraising of $US40m. 

The potentially lethal dangers of trying to navigate with 
cargo through the treacherous Gulf of Aden have sent 
insurance costs soaring for shipping operators. 

The "war risks" they must insure against, as well as 
kidnap and ransom fees that run into millions, can cost 
shipowners an additional $US40,000 to $US50,000 for each 
vessel they send through. Experts say that the cost of armed 
guards can easily reach $US18,000 per boat, per trip. 

The fleet, which would provide protection guarantees for 
shipowners, plans to charge a flat fee in three bands based on 
the speed capabilities of the boats they are accompanying. The 
fee, thought to be about $US30,000, would be slightly less 

than prevailing costs and should reduce significantly any other 
insurance premiums that an operator might pay. 

Once the private fleet is operating, the programme hopes 
to buy a further eleven vessels, enabling it to run 16 day to day 
and have a further two in reserve. At full strength, the patrol 
boats could accompany about 470 ships a month through the 
Gulf of Aden, equivalent to about 25 per cent of the traffic that 
plies the vital shipping lane. 

One of the main architects of CEP is Sean Woollerson, a 
partner in the marine, oil and gas division of Jardine Lloyd 
Thompson, an insurance broker that negotiates, among other 
things, war risk and kidnap and ransom cover. 

Mr. Woollerson has shunned the tag private navy. "This is 
not a navy," he said. "What we're trying to be is a deterrent 
force. Prevention is within our reach." 

Working with other Lloyd's players, including 
underwriters at Ascot and Marketform, he has spent the past 
three and a half years bringing the program to fruition. There 
are now 21 companies, including two law firms, auditors and 
risk managers, that work with CEP. 

Angus Campbell, a former director of Overseas 
Shipholding Group, the world's second-largest listed oil tanker 
company, has been appointed chief executive. The company 
complies with maritime law and is supported by the Baltic and 
International Maritime Council. It will observe the 
International Maritime Organisation conventions, such as the 
Safety of Life at Sea treaty. CEP has discussed its idea with 
the Royal Navy and NATO. 

Although it will provide protection for ship operators 
from all jurisdictions, it has been authorised to sail with the 
flag of Cyprus, the largest ship management country in the 
European Union and a leading anti-piracy nation. Cyprus is 
poised to pass legislation that will authorise the use of armed 
escorts, provided by the private sector, for its vessels. 

Mr. Woollerson regards CEP as a partnership between 
insurers and the shipping industry. He likens it to the way in 
which the London Fire Brigade was established. Until fire 
brigades were set up as a public service during the 1860s, the 
responsibility for putting out fires, and compensating victims, 
was taken on directly by insurance companies. 
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18. Life on Royal Navy's Falklands-bound HMS Dauntless 
(BBC NEWS 01 MAY 12) ... Jonathan Beale 

It is one of the Royal Navy's most advanced and powerful 
warships, now on its way to the other side of the world; 
destination - the Falkland Islands. 

HMS Dauntless is the largest destroyer ever built for the 
Royal Navy, made from nearly 3,000 tonnes of steel. Its wide 
hull helps to support its two massive radar. 

This Type 45 destroyer is radically different in design 
from earlier warships. The sleek, angled lines means it appears 
no larger than a fishing boat on another ship's radar. It is the 
navy's first stealth warship. 

This is also the first time that a Type 45 destroyer has 
been deployed to the Falklands and the first time the navy has 
invited a TV crew on board a Type 45 during a deployment. 

Many of the 200-strong crew were not even born when a 
much larger task force left to liberate the islands exactly 30 
years ago. 

But there are still a few veterans of that conflict on board. 
Weapons engineer Steve Collins was just 18 when he was on 
HMS Antelope, sunk by the Argentine air force in San Carlos 
Sound, better known as Bomb Alley. That was his very first 
deployment. And this will be his last. 

He says he is looking forward to seeing the islands once 
again and visiting the memorials. But he also insists the 
deployment is nothing out of the ordinary. 

Gary Morris, another Falklands veteran serving on board, 
also dismisses talk that this deployment to the South Atlantic 
is an act of "provocation" towards Argentina. 

It is, he says, routine to have a Royal Navy warship 
protecting a piece of sovereign British territory. 

The ship's captain, Will Warrender, says he can 
"understand why there's been a spike in interest" with 
Dauntless heading south. 

But he adds that the Royal Navy has had a presence there 
for "many, many years." No-one on board seems to want to 
stoke any political fires. 

'Awesome Capability' 
Nevertheless, the design of Dauntless was born out of the 

bitter lessons from 1982, when Britain lost half a dozen ships 
to low-flying Argentine jets and sea-skimming missiles. 

The Type 45 destroyer is the most advanced air defence 
destroyer of its kind. In theory, at least, it could deal with any 
threat posed by the ageing Argentine air force. 

Down in the ship's nerve centre, the operations room, 
dozens of computer screens stream data from the two large 
radar, which can see for up to 250 miles. 

From 60 miles they can identify and engage multiple 
targets at the same time. They can even track an object the size 
of a cricket ball, travelling at more than Mach 2 - twice the 
speed of sound. 

Lt Tom Rowley, one of Dauntless's air warfare officers, 
describes it as an "awesome capability." 

Its main weapon is the Sea Viper missile. It can reach 
speeds of Mach 4 to Mach 5 in only two seconds and carry out 
flight manoeuvres three times more severe than a fighter pilot 
can withstand. Dauntless can carry 48 Sea Viper missiles. 

If there were ever to be an "Armaggedon" scenario, it 
could fire them all in just two seconds. But at £1m each, 
Dauntless has only ever test-fired one. 

Its other defences are machine-guns mounted around the 
vessel, a 4.5-inch gun on the bow, and a Lynx helicopter that 
can protect the ship from attack by submarine or other surface 
ships. 

Crew Conditions 
But Capt Warrender says it is much more than just an air 

defence destroyer, providing "versatility and flexibility." 
There is plenty of space on board to add other weapons 

systems, such as a compartment that could be fitted with 
Cruise missiles. There is also an extra cabin to carry a 
detachment of Royal Marines or special forces. 

Two large radar feed information to computer screens in 
the destroyer's operations room 

There is more room for the crew than other Royal Navy 
ships, with most accommodated in two-bunk cabins. 

There are separate messes for officers, senior and junior 
ratings. But for a seven-month deployment like this it is hardly 
luxury living. Each crew member is fed for just £2.38 a day. 

The Royal Navy too is having to eke out the most from 
this £1bn warship. Originally, Britain was planning to buy 12 
Type 45 destroyers. But the navy is getting only six. 

For Dauntless that means this voyage is about much more 
than just patrolling the Falklands. En route, off the west coast 
of Africa, the crew has been helping to train other nations in 
the region in how to combat maritime crime. 

Teams from The Gambia, Senegal and Morocco have 
been put through their paces on Dauntless, carrying out 
boarding missions and learning how to tackle anything from 
piracy to illegal fishing and the illicit trade in drugs, weapons 
and people smuggling. 

Capt Warrender says it shows that the Royal Navy is 
getting the best value for money for the taxpayer. Today's 
navy has a surface fleet of just 19 frigates and destroyers. 

Long Journey 
But back home this mission is still likely to be seen as 

primarily about defending the Falklands - particularly at a time 
of rising tensions with Argentina. 

Those tensions have already raised doubts as to where 
Dauntless may be able to stop on its return journey. 

It is no secret that the government would like to show off 
its latest warship to the rising economic powers in the region, 
particularly Brazil. 

Dauntless is not just flying the flag for the navy, but for 
British business too, and the main contractor BAE systems. 

However, South American nations have already turned 
away other British warships - an act of solidarity in 
Argentina's dispute over the ownership of the islands. 

Capt Warrender says he is not prepared to be drawn on 
where the ship may or may not go. 

But he admits that the climate in South America "does 
make it a little more difficult" to stop off in the region. For the 
crew of Dauntless it might be a very long journey home. 
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PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
19. #SAAM: U.S. 3rd Fleet Wraps Up SAAM With A Unique Perspective 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 01 MAY 12) ... Commander, U.S. 3rd Fleet Public Affairs 

SAN DIEGO -- Deputy Commander, U.S. Third Fleet, 
Rear Adm. Patrick McGrath, a Navy Reservist and prosecutor 
for the office of the district attorney of San Diego, brought his 
own unique prospective to the staff during the training 
sessions in recognition of Sexual Assault Awareness Month 
(SAAM), May 1. 

The Department of the Navy designated April as Sexual 
Assault Awareness Month and Commander, U.S. 3rd Fleet 
conducted an all hands stand down during the month in 
observance. 

"Our intention is to not make this a one-month event 
where Sailors follow the drumbeat," said McGrath. "We have 
to do everything we can to prevent sexual assault." 

Staff training was hosted by 3rd Fleet's sexual assault 
prevention and response representatives, in concert with the 
Coalition of Sailors Against Destructive Decisions. 

One of the key points of SAAM training at 3rd Fleet was 
the bystander intervention concept. 

"I've seen over the years that the buddy system is a way of 
protecting our Sailors," said McGrath. "We are teaching our 
Sailors to know how to protect themselves from cases of 
circumstance. The case could be simply saying, 'Knock it off, 
maybe you've had enough to drink,' or 'maybe, you should 
head home.'" 

During two one-hour training sessions, McGrath, who 
heads the San Diego District Attorney's Office Family 
Protection Unit, addressed a broad range of topics including 
prevention, response, and the Victim Witness Assistance 
Program. 

McGrath used specific examples from his court cases 
involving Sailors, expressing how situational misinterpretation 
is not an excuse. 

McGrath gave a final overall message to 3rd Fleet stating, 
"Nobody, regardless of rank, has the right to pressure a person 
to do something they don't want sexually." 
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20. #SAAM: NAVSUP Addresses Sexual Assault Prevention And Response 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 01 MAY 12) ... David Rea, Naval Supply Systems Command 

MECHANICSBURG, Pa. -- More than 50 people at 
Naval Supply Systems Command (NAVSUP) attended a 
professional speaker event about the prevention of, and 
recovery from, sexual assault, in support of Sexual Assault 
Awareness Month (SAAM) April 30. 

Ashley Manta, currently serving as the Public Relations 
chairperson on the Board of Directors for Voices, Inc., served 
as the guest speaker for the event. Since 2006, she has 
completed more than 200 hours of training in domestic 
violence victim advocacy, trauma, and post-traumatic stress 
disorder (PTSD) and rape crisis counseling. 

During her presentation, Manta explained that based on 
current statistics, nearly one in five women, and one in 71 men 
have been raped. 

"About 80 percent of female victims experienced their 
first rape before the age of 25, and almost half experienced the 
first rape before age 18," Manta said. "For male victims, 28 
percent of them were raped when they were 10 years old or 
younger." 

About 600 sexual assaults were reported in the Navy last 
year. 

"As Navy officers and Sailors serving to protect our 
nation, we also have the utmost responsibility to protect our 
shipmates," said Rear Adm. Mark Heinrich, commander, 
NAVSUP. "Each of us knows what constitutes sexual assault, 
and we must identify those situations, step up, intervene and 
permanently end sexual assault in our Navy. Prevention is 
everyone's duty." 

During her presentation, Manta explained for victims of 
sexual assault, the most difficult issue is seeking help. 

"I, myself, am a rape victim. I first told my story at Saint 
Joseph's University in Philadelphia at a, 'Take Back the Night' 
rally," Manta said. 

Seeing the impact she made on others by telling her story 
prompted her desire to continue helping others, according to 
Manta, who has experienced symptoms of PTSD. 

Manta said that speaking out, breaking the silence, allows 
sexual assault victims to "acknowledge the events in our lives 
that have shaped us." 

"It allows us to challenge cultural norms, and beliefs, that 
victimization 'isn't something you talk about,' and brings it 
into the light where we can advocate and heal," Manta said. "It 
allows us to form a community to help each other. The best 
thing you can do for a victim is ask, 'What can I do for you?'" 

In closing, Heinrich thanked Manta for sharing her story, 
and for helping others. 

"Your ability to tell your story means so much, and you 
and your team are making a difference for many," Heinrich 
said. 

Sexual Assault Prevention and Response is an important 
element of the readiness area of the 21st Century Sailor and 
Marine initiative, which consolidates a set of objectives and 
policies, new and existing, to maximize Sailor and Marine 
personal readiness, build resiliency and hone the most combat-
effective force in the history of the Navy and Marine Corps. 
The Department of the Navy is working aggressively to 
prevent sexual assaults, support sexual assault victims, and to 
hold offenders accountable. 
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21. #SAAM: Makin Island Sailors, Marines Take Part in SAAM 5K Run 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 01 MAY 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Stephen D. Doyle II, USS Makin Island Public 
Affairs 

USS MAKIN ISLAND, At Sea -- More than 200 Sailors 
and Marines participated in a special Sexual Assault 
Awareness Month (SAAM) 5-kilometer run on the flight deck 
of the amphibious assault ship USS Makin Island (LHD 8), 
April 28. 

The month of April was designated as SAAM, and 
commands throughout the Navy have been providing general 
military training and hosting special events to raise awareness 
on this important topic. 

The 5K run was organized by Makin Island's Sexual 
Assault Prevention Response (SAPR) team as an opportunity 
for Sailors and Marines to take time out of their operational 
schedule to observe the importance of sexual assault 
prevention. 

"The importance of this run is to remember the victims 
who have been sexually assaulted and for us to be the voice of 
those victims," said Yeoman 1st Class Kristina Godinez, a 
SAPR volunteer who helped organize the run. "It means a lot 
to me and the SAPR team that so many people took time out 
of their day to remember the victims." 

Godinez said sexual assault is an issue that devastates 
victims, dissolves unit cohesiveness, threatens teamwork and 
weakens fleet readiness. Making Sailors and Marines aware of 
the problem is a fundamental part in the Navy's prevention and 
response program. 

Sailors who took part in the 5K run said they enjoyed the 
workout as well as the opportunity to bring attention to 
SAAM. 

"It's important for the Navy to take time out of its 
operational schedule, because its good to exercise, for one, 
and we want to make sure everybody understands that this is 
something we take seriously, and it's always time to prevent 
it," said Chief Quartermaster Larry J. Watkins, a Makin Island 
Sailor who took part in the 5K run. 

In addition to the 5K run, Makin Island Sailors and 
Marines received prevention-based training during the month 
of April, and posters were placed throughout the ship 
highlighting this year's theme of "Hurts One. Affect All. 
Preventing Sexual Assault is Everyone's Duty." 

A "Clothesline Project" display featuring different colored 
t-shirts representing the many types of sexual violence, was 
also constructed by the ship's SAPR team near the mess decks. 

Sexual assault prevention is an important element of the 
readiness area of the 21st Century Sailor and Marine initiative 
which consolidates a set of objectives and policies, new and 
existing, to maximize Sailor and Marine personal readiness, 
build resiliency and hone the most combat-effective force in 
the history of the Navy. 

The Department of the Navy is working aggressively to 
prevent sexual assaults, to support sexual assault victims, and 
to hold offenders accountable. 

Makin Island is the first U.S. Navy ship to deploy using a 
hybrid-electric propulsion system. By using this unique 
propulsion system, the Navy expects over the course of the 
ship's life cycle, to see fuel savings of more than $250 million, 
proving the Navy's commitment to energy awareness and 
conservation. 

This initiative is one of many throughout the Navy and 
Marine Corps that will enable the Department of the Navy to 
achieve the secretary of the Navy's energy goals to improve 
our energy security and efficiency afloat and ashore, increase 
our energy independence and help lead the nation toward a 
clean energy economy. 

Makin Island is the flagship of the Makin Island 
Amphibious Ready Group, supporting maritime security 
operations and theater security cooperation efforts in the U.S. 
5th Fleet area of responsibility. 
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22. Hawaii Sailors Train To Combat Synthetic Drug Abuse 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 02 MAY 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Mark Logico, Commander, Navy Region Hawaii 
Public Affairs 

PEARL HARBOR -- More than 400 Hawaii-based 
Sailors gathered at Sharkey Theater on Joint Base Pearl 
Harbor-Hickam May 1 to learn more about the policies, 
programs and risks regarding the abuse of synthetic drugs. 

Representatives from Commander Navy Region Hawaii 
(CNRH), Naval Health Clinic Hawaii (NHCH), Region Legal 
Service Office (RLSO) in Hawaii and Naval Criminal 
Investigative Service (NCIS) all conducted training about 
synthetic drugs such as Spice and Bath Salts. 

Spice, a synthetic drug, looks similar to marijuana, or 
oregano, and is used for its psychoactive and hallucinogenic 
effects. The Navy has a zero tolerance policy for drug abuse, 
including the use of designer and synthetic compounds such as 
Spice. 

CNRH Command Master Chief Marc Sibal said he has 
seen 20 to 30 Spice-related cases in the Navy in Hawaii during 
his tenure as CMC. 

"Spice is here," said Sibal. "We still need to get our arms 
wrapped around it. It is still a problem. The bad thing about 
Spice is nobody knows about the long-term side effects of 
Spice. Nobody has done any studies with them." 

Sibal is part of Hawaii's Armed Forces Disciplinary 
Control Board (AFBCD) that looks at several establishments 
which are suspected of carrying and selling illegal drugs. The 
AFDCB establishes guidance and off-limits areas to military 
personnel in Hawaii. 

"We all joined the Navy for different reasons, to get an 
education, to serve our country, to get stationed here or there, 
to make master chief, but not to smoke Spice and get kicked 
out of the Navy and to figure out what to tell your parents 
when you come home after one year in the Navy," said Sibal. 

Lt. Cmdr. Daryl Sulit, a Navy Medical Corps officer 
assigned to NHCH, was at the training to talk about the 
medical effects of Spice. Sulit said that medicine knows the 
effect of marijuana over a long period of time. It has been used 



 23

for centuries. Spice, on the other hand, is man-made and was 
introduced in the past decade. 

"Spice is a designer drug made to mimic Marijuana," said 
Sulit. "If you look at the packaging, it looks very similar to 
marijuana and it is smoked like marijuana. We don't know if it 
will cause long-term brain damage, cancer, lung damage, or 
heart damage." 

According to Navy Alchohol and Drug Abuse Prevention 
(NADAP), the chemical blends in synthetic drugs are 
continuously manipulated, and the strength of the synthetic 
chemical used is unknown. As a result, there is no way to 
know what a person is ingesting or what the long-term health 
risks are if used. 

Sulit said that Spice not only affects the receptors in your 
brain, which induce hallucinogenic effects, it can also affect 
other organs such as the heart, kidney and digestive systems. 
Spice can take effect within 20 to 30 minutes, but can last for 
as long as 24 hours. 

"Spice is so much more dangerous because it is a lot more 
potent than marijuana," said Sulit. 

According the Navy Bureau of Medicine and Surgery, 
Spice is five to 200 times more potent than THC in marijuana. 

Sulit added that among the latest reports of the effects of 
spice are anxiety and panic attacks. 

"It causes confusion delusion hallucination," said Sulit. 
"Spice can also cause depression, which could lead to suicide 
attempts, irritation and bizarre behaviors. It can also cause 

drowsiness and impaired cognition. It has been noted to cause 
high blood pressure, heart attacks, chest pain and increased 
heart rate." 

NCIS Special Agent Steven Laskey was at the training to 
talk about the policies and programs involved to combat spice. 

"This stuff is sold as incense," said Laskey. "It is sold as 
potpourri. It is marked as 'not for human consumption.' 
However, it is marked as 'not for human consumption' because 
it is supposed to attempt to defer and trick law enforcement. It 
was made purposely to use for human consumption, but 
labeling it not for consumption makes it legal. Up until 2011, 
it was perfectly legal. It was sold and advertised as a safe and 
alternative means for marijuana. Well, it is not remotely safe, 
and it is not legal as well." 

In March 2012, the Navy announced that it has begun 
random testing of urine samples for synthetic chemical 
compounds like Spice. The Navy's capacity for testing for 
designer drugs will continue to expand. During fiscal year 
2012, the Navy will invest $1.73 million to test for synthetic 
chemical compounds and expects to increase that amount to 
$2.9 million in fiscal year 2013. 

The 21st Century Sailor and Marine initiative 
consolidates a set of objectives and policies, new and existing, 
to maximize Sailor and Marine personal readiness, build 
resiliency and hone the most combat-effective force in the 
history of the Department of the Navy. 
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23. 2012 Warrior Games Open 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 01 MAY 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Katherine Hofman, Chief of Naval Personnel 
Public Affairs 

COLORADO SPRINGS, Colo. -- United States 
servicemembers and British armed forces members totaling 
more than 200, opened the 2012 Warrior Games at the U.S. 
Olympics Training Center in Colorado Springs, Colo., April 
30. 

The 2012 Warrior Games opening ceremony began with 
the presentation of colors by NORAD-USNORTHCOM Joint 
Color Guard followed by the athlete processional. The warrior 
athletes walked the Olympic path while family and friends 
cheered. Following the processional was the symbolic 
tradition of carrying the Olympic flame. 

Representing team Navy/Coast Guard as torchbearers 
were retired Coast Guard Lt. Sancho Johnson and retired Navy 
Master-at-Arms 3rd Class Nathan DeWalt. 

Johnson, a three-time competitor in the Warrior Games, 
understands the honor and commitment it is to himself and his 
teammates to represent the team and the Coast Guard as torch-
bearer. 

"[The Warrior Games] provides a platform to give your 
best," said Johnson. "Because I'm representing the team I'm 
going to give a bit more." 

Having participated in the Warrior Games since the 
inaugural year, DeWalt has seen the games grow in popularity 
and has realized the impact being part of the 2012 Team 
Navy/Coast Guard had on the community and families. 

"I felt honored and privileged to represent the team," said 
DeWalt. "It is a big event for the families with all the media 
attention." 

Each of the military branches and Special Operations 
Command were given the honor of participating in the torch 
relay. Culminating the presentation were the honorary 
torchbearers Melissa Stockwell, U.S. Army Veteran and 
Paralympian, and Simon Maxwell, Captain, Royal Marines, 
United Kingdom, who lit the cauldron above the visitor's 
center. 

Among the honored guests was Chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff U.S. Army General Martin E. Dempsey, who 
commended the warrior athletes for their service to country 
and their ability to inspire each other. 

"For me, the [Warrior Games] embodies the enduring 
resilience of our profession," said Dempsey, during a speech 
to the contributes. "Your commitment to teamwork and 
determination to persevere, are the very same qualities that led 
you to serve your nation, and make our military great. These 
qualities don't go away. You have the desire to be part of 
something larger than yourself and that is now a desire that is 
fulfilled in these games." 

Recognition of the athlete's dedication and 
accomplishments was reiterated by special guest speaker, First 
Lady Michelle Obama, who commended the athletes as a 
source of inspiration for all Americans. 

"No matter how seriously you are injured, no matter what 
obstacles or setbacks you face, you just keep moving 
forward," said Obama. "You just keep pushing yourselves to 
succeed in ways that mystify and leave us in awe." 

The 35 warrior athletes are participating as Team 
Navy/Coast Guard, sponsored by Navy Safe Harbor, the Navy 
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and Coast Guard's wounded warrior support program, a key 
component of the Department of the Navy's 21st Century 
Sailor and Marine initiative. The initiative is meant to 
maximize Sailor and Marine personal readiness, build 
resiliency and hone the most combat-effective force in the 
history of the Department of the Navy. 

The Warrior Games will continue through May 5, with 
competitions in cycling, archery, shooting, wheelchair 
basketball, volleyball, swimming, and track and field events. 

The U.S. Olympic Committee's paralympics military 
program, provides an opportunity for wounded, ill, and injured 
service members to participate in competitive sports against 
members of other branches of service. 
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24. New Commanding Officer Named For Blue Angels 
(WALA FOX PENSACOLA 01 MAY 12) 

NAS PENSACOLA, Fla. - The U.S. Navy Flight 
Demonstration Squadron, the Blue Angels, announced the 
commanding officer for the 2013-14 seasons during a press 
conference at the National Aviation Museum onboard Naval 
Air Station (NAS) Pensacola, Fla., May 1. 

A panel of admirals and former Blue Angel commanding 
officers selected Cmdr. Thomas Frosch to succeed Capt. Greg 
McWherter. 

Frosch, a native of Clinton Township, Mich., joins the 
Blue Angels after serving as the commanding officer for 
Strike Fighter Squadron 146 (VFA-146), onboard NAS 
Lemoore, Calif. 

His previous assignments include four squadrons, where 
he flew the F/A-18 Hornet and deployed in support of 
Operations Southern Watch, Allied Force and Iraqi Freedom. 

Frosch was also selected to attend the U.S. Naval Test 
Pilot School and deployed to Kabul, Afghanistan as an 

Individual Augmentee with the NATO International Security 
Assistance Force. 

Frosch attended the U.S. Naval Academy, where he 
lettered in football, graduated with a Bachelor of Science 
degree in Engineering and was commissioned an Ensign in the 
Navy. He also attended the Naval War College, where he 
earned his Master of Arts Degree in National Security and 
Strategic Studies. 

Frosch has more than 3,000 flight hours and 830 carrier-
arrested landings. His decorations include a Defense 
Meritorious Service Medal, Meritorious Service Medal, Joint 
Service Commendation Medal, six Strike Flight Air Medals, 
two Individual air Medals with Combat “V,” three Navy 
Commendation Medals, one with Combat “V,” as well as 
various campaign and unit awards. 

The change-of-command ceremony is slated for 
November 4, 2012 at the National Museum of Aviation. 
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25. Chief Of Supply Corps/Commander NAVSUP Named To University Of Kansas "Hall Of Fame" 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 01 MAY 12) ... Debbie Dortch, Naval Supply Command 

LAWRENCE, Kan. -- The University of Kansas (KU) 
School of Chemical and Petroleum Engineering named Chief 
of Supply Corps/Commander (NAVSUP) to the School of 
Chemical and Petroleum Engineering Hall of Fame at its 
annual banquet, April 28. 

"Supply corps officers have leveraged KU's cutting edge 
technology and superb academic environment for years," said 
Chief of Supply Corps and Commander NAVSUP Rear Adm. 
Mark Heinrich, who received his Master of Science degree in 
Petroleum Management from KU in 1989. "Kansas has had an 
impact on many supply corps Officers and has played a 
critical role in shaping the Navy petroleum practice." 

The KU Chemical and Petroleum Engineering Alumni 
Hall of Fame award recognizes important contributions of 
individuals to the professions of chemical engineering or 
petroleum engineering to society. It also provides a role model 
and source of motivation for current and future engineering 
students. 

"The tanks, pipelines, valves, pumps, motors, and piers 
that comprise our terminals are tremendous engineering feats," 
said Heinrich. "The Navy entrusts these resources to young 
Navy officers who lead their operation, maintenance, repair, 
and modernization, and I am grateful to have grown from my 
experiences when I was here." 

KU offers an interdisciplinary petroleum management 
MBA program for Navy Supply Corps officers, a graduate 
degree that prepares them for fuels management. A 
partnership between the U.S. Navy and KU's business school 
spans nearly 40 years. 

"Today's supply corps KU grads, or 'fuelies' as we call 
them, manage a complex, integrated fuel distribution system 
that relies on end-to-end supply chain processes," said 
Heinrich. "KU grads are also working toward one of the 
Secretary of the Navy's energy goals to sail the Great Green 
Fleet, a carrier strike group composed of nuclear ships, hybrid 
electric ships running biofuel, and aircraft flying on biofuel. In 
fact, this summer, the Navy will consume more than 900,000 
gallons of diesel and jet fuel which is 50 percent bio-fuel." 

Secretary of the Navy Ray Mabus' energy targets include 
requiring the acquisition process to consider lifecycle energy 
costs; demonstrating a 'green strike group' composed of 
nuclear vessels and ships powered by biofuels in 2012 and 
2016; reducing petroleum use of the commercial vehicle fleet 
by 50 percent by 2015; and ensuring that 50 percent of the 
Navy's total energy consumption comes from alternative 
sources by 2020. 
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26. Navy Fires 4 Leaders In 2 Separate Incidents 
(NAVY TIMES 01 MAY 12) ... Sam Fellman 

The Navy on Tuesday sacked two commanding officers, 
an executive officer and a senior enlisted leader — all due to 
professional shortcomings. 

The commanding officer and top enlisted on a Hawaii-
based attack submarine were fired for a loss of confidence in 
their abilities, Submarine Force Pacific said. Their reliefs 
came only minutes after the announcement of firings at the 
Navy’s San Diego, Calif.-based drug screening lab. 

The submarine reliefs are unrelated to those at the drug 
screening lab. All told, they bring the Navy to nine CO and 
nine senior enlisted reliefs for cause this year. 

Onboard attack submarine Columbia, Cmdr. Dennis 
Klein, the CO, and Master Chief Electronics Technician (SS) 
Don Williams, the chief of the boat, were relieved by the 
commander of Submarine Squadron 7, Capt. James Pitts. 

“It was determined that Commander Klein didn’t exhibit 
adequate leadership” during some assessments, said SUBPAC 
spokeswoman Cmdr. Christy Hagen, adding: “Master Chief 
Williams failed to provide the deckplate-level leadership and 
backup required of the position of the chief of the boat.” 

No investigation has been conducted, said Hagen, who 
was unable to go into any more details about the nature of the 
assessments or what Klein’s leadership shortfalls had been. 

Klein, 41, is an Iowa native who graduated in 1992 from 
the University of Iowa with a physics degree, according to his 
official bio. Klein is the 2nd sub CO fired this year, according 
to Navy press releases. 

Williams, 37, of Franklin, Wis., enlisted in May 1994, 
according to Navy Personnel Command records. He became a 
master chief last year. Williams is the 4th COB fired this year. 

Capt. Dennis Boyer and Command Master Chief (SS) 
Manuel Meneses, both on the squadron’s staff, have 
temporarily assumed duties as CO and COB, respectively. 
Boyer has commanded Los Angeles-class sub Miami, a 
SUBPAC statement said. 

The sub returned from a six-month Western Pacific cruise 
in December, Hagen said. 

The other reliefs were shore-side. 
The Navy Drug Screening Lab CO and XO’s firings 

stemmed from a poor command climate, said Capt. Cappy 
Surette, spokesman for the Navy’s Bureau of Medicine and 
Surgery. 

Cmdr. Lee Hoey, the CO, and Cmdr. Shelly Hakspiel, the 
XO, were relieved by Capt. Michael Macinski, the head of the 
Navy and Marine Corps Public Health Center based in 
Portsmouth, Va. 

“The issues that led to the leadership change weren’t 
associated with the command’s mission of sample processing 
accuracy,” Surette said, adding that it was due to poor 
performance on command climate surveys. Some of these had 
been prompted by hotline reports to the inspector general, 
Surette said. 

These are the second time in a month that BUMED 
leaders have been fired. The CO and CMC of Navy Health 
Clinic New England were fired April 6 after a survey found 
command climate problems. 

“With the arrival a new leadership team at BUMED, there 
has been an increased call for intrusive leadership,” Surette 
said. “Every one of these events is isolated. However, there is 
a much greater focus on these in the Navy medical 
community.” 

The San Diego site is one of the Navy’s three drug labs, 
which test urine samples for the presence of narcotics like 
cocaine, marijuana and ecstasy. The other labs are in 
Jacksonville, Fla. and Great Lakes, Ill. 

According to command figures, the San Diego lab 
processed over 900,000 urine samples last year. Also on 
Tuesday, these labs began testing samples for frequently-
abused prescription drugs like Vicodin and Valium. 
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27. Midshipman Kicked Out Of Navy After Guilty Verdict 
(ANNAPOLIS CAPITAL GAZETTE 01 MAY 12) ... Tina Reed 

WASHINGTON, D.C. - A Naval Academy midshipman 
found guilty last week of wrongful sexual contact with a 
classmate will be kicked out of the Navy, officials said 
Tuesday. 

Midshipman 1st Class Matthew Cook - who would have 
become an Ensign with the Class of 2011 - was tried in a court 
martial at the Washington Navy Yard after being accused of 
sexual assault following heavy drinking at the end of a 
summer detail. A female ensign, who was a midshipman at the 
time, said she "blacked out" and awoke to her classmate 
having sex with her. 

An attorney representing Cook, who is from Traskwood, 
Ark., said the case against his client didn't live up to the 
prosecution's claims and said the alleged victim had 
inconsistencies in her story. 

A military jury found him not guilty on the assault charge, 
but found him guilty of the lesser charge, which carried up to a 
one-year prison sentence. 

Cook was not sentenced to serve any time in prison, but 
was dismissed from the naval service. It is unclear whether he 
will have to pay the federal government for the education he 
received at the academy. 
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FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
28. House Anti-Sequestration Plans Advance 
(DEFENSE DAILY 02 MAY 12) ... Emelie Rutherford 

The House is expected to weigh this month a new bill 
from the House Budget Committee chairman to start undoing 
planned "sequestration" cuts to the Pentagon's budget. 

The bill, which Chairman Paul Ryan (R-Wis.) filed in the 
House last Friday, is intended to prevent the first year of cuts 
to defense and non-defense spending, which total $1.2 trillion 
over nine years, mandated by a so-called "sequestration" 
process. The sequestration reductions, which are slated to start 
next January, were triggered by the failure of a congressional 
committee to craft a deficit-cutting plan last year. 

In addition to the newly filed bill, the House Budget 
Committee also has crafted a companion piece of legislation, 
the Sequester Replacement Reconciliation Act of 2012, that 
details cuts to mandatory programs to make up for the 
sequestration reductions. Those reconciliation offsets to 
mandatory spending were recommended by six House 
committees in reports released Monday. 

Ryan's emerging and multi-part plan to shield the 
Pentagon and other discretionary parts of the budget from 
sequestration is not expected to pass the Senate controlled by 
Democrats. But the effort has strong support in the 
Republican-led House--from members including House 
Armed Services Committee (HASC) Chairman Howard 
"Buck" McKeon (R-Calif.)--and members are expected to vote 
on it before Memorial Day. 

"House leadership is trying to address sequestration now," 
said Mackenzie Eaglen, a resident fellow at the American 
Enterprise Institute's Marilyn Ware Center for Security 
Studies. "There is a general sense of urgency on the side of 
people like Chairman McKeon that have made their case to 
House leadership that you cannot wait until the lame duck 
(session of Congress this year after the November election) to 
deal with that." 

Eaglen, speaking during a Defense Daily webinar on the 
defense budget last week, joined many observers in predicting 
Congress won't address sequestration until that lame-duck 
session. Yet, she added, lawmakers will have many big items 
to deal with then, including addressing multiple tax cuts that 

are slated to expire, and questioned if sequestration will be 
changed before the cuts are slated to start next Jan. 2. 

"The lame duck agenda is packed," she said. 
"Sequestration is considered a small-bore item relative to the 
other things on the agenda that are just as controversial if not 
much more so." 

Eaglen was pessimistic about congressional Democrats 
and Republicans reaching a "grand bargain" on reducing the 
deficit that could render the sequestration cuts moot. 

"There's no reason to think there's going to be a grand 
bargain," she said. "We expect continued divided government. 
There is no clear mandate for either political party, and so the 
question now becomes how to address sequestration." 

The supporters of Ryan's anti-sequestration push include 
McKeon, who has repeatedly warned of damage he said will 
be made to the military if the sequestration cuts proceed. 
Those reductions, which the Pentagon did not factor into its 
budget for next year, could total $500 billion over nearly a 
decade and come on top of $487 billion in 10-year spending 
reductions the military already is planning for. 

McKeon introduced earlier this year his own anti-
sequestration legislation, which seeks to reduce the federal 
workforce to prevent the first year of the $500 billion, nine-
year cuts. Yet he told reporters last week he is throwing his 
support behind Ryan's multi-part plan. 

"The play right now (with) the leadership is the Ryan 
budget, the reconciliation, and that's where we're putting our 
efforts," McKeon said last Wednesday after a speech on his 
priorities for the fiscal year 2013 defense authorization bill. "I 
want to do all I can to help, because that's the most viable 
(plan)." 

McKeon noted the House-passed budget resolution, 
crafted by the House Budget Committee, would not reduce 
planned defense spending next year as much as President 
Barack Obama's budget would. The HASC is using that 
resolution as a guide for crafting the FY '13 authorization 
measure, which aides said includes $4 billion in spending 
above the Pentagon's official budget request. The full HASC 
will mark up that authorization bill next Wednesday. 
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29. Levin, McCain Seek Report On LCS Module Development 
(DEFENSE NEWS 01 MAY 12) ... CHRISTOPHER P. CAVAS 

Concerned over the development of the mission modules 
for the U.S. Navy’s Littoral Combat Ship (LCS) program, 
Sens. Carl Levin, D-Mich., and John McCain, R-Ariz., 
chairman and ranking member, respectively, of the Senate 
Armed Services Committee, have asked the Government 
Accountability Office to report on the matter. 

“The issue associated with the program that will require 
the closest scrutiny relates to the mission modules — the 
successful development and integration of which is vital for 
these ships to become fully combat-capable,” McCain said in 
a statement. 

“According to the Navy, by 2016 they will take delivery 
of 12 LCS seaframes, but will not have a single fully capable 
mission module to deploy on these ships,” McCain continued 

in the statement. “The lack of progress in the development and 
integration of the mission modules relative to the construction 
of the seaframes may throw the program out of synch and 
threaten its success. With this in mind, Chairman Levin and I 
sent a letter to the Government Accountability Office asking 
them to assist the Committee in its oversight of the LCS 
program, particularly the development of the mission 
modules.” 

The text of the letter follows: 
——— 
April 27, 2012 
The Honorable Gene L. Dodaro 
Comptroller General of the United States 
U.S. Government Accountability Office 
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Washington, D.C. 20548 
Dear Mr. Dodaro: 
The Navy’s Littoral Combat Ship (LCS) program consists 

of (a) naval vessels; and (b) mission packages. These mission 
packages are supposed to meet requirements in three different 
mission areas: mine countermeasures (MCM), anti-surface 
warfare (ASUW), and anti-submarine warfare (ASW). The 
LCS design architecture consists of two distinct parts — an 
LCS ship (seaframe), and a set of mission packages that an 
LCS ship could carry and operate. The Navy currently plans to 
invest more than $25 billion to acquire 55 LCS seaframes 
through fiscal year 2035, and to procure 64 mission packages 
(16 ASW, 24 MCM, and 24 ASUW) during this same 
timeframe. 

While structural issues have arisen in the lead ships for 
both the steel- and aluminum-hull variants under this program, 
the costs of building the seaframes of each of the follow ships 
currently under construction appears to be stabilizing. 
However, continuing oversight of this program’s cost, 
schedule and performance remains warranted. With this mind, 
we ask you to please examine: (1) how executable are the 
current fixed price contracts to build each of the variants under 
the dual-award block buy strategy; and (2) how likely is the 
program to demonstrate desired combined combat capability 
to justify buying 20 more seaframes under this strategy. 

Additionally, as the mission module program is 
approaching a Milestone B decision, it has demonstrated 
instability. Specifically, the configuration and design of some 
of the modules are still to be determined in testing, as the 
Navy has dropped some sensors, vehicles, and weapons that 
the Navy previously planned to include in the modules 
because they did not demonstrate the required capability or 
were too costly. 

Further, despite recent performance that would indicate 
improved adherence to contract production schedules, there 
were schedule delays and cost growth earlier in the program. 
If the Navy were to experience new delays or cost increases in 
the LCS program, such problems could ripple through the 
Navy investment and operating programs. Therefore, we 
request that the Government Accountability Office (GAO) 
examine the Navy’s efforts to procure the LCS seaframes and 
its mission modules. As part of a review of this program, in 
particular, we ask that you assess the following issues: 

1. To what extent have design changes warranted by 
structural deficiencies identified in the lead ships last 
year been effectively integrated into the design of the 
follow ships? And, at what cost? 

2. Regarding both the seaframe and mission module 
programs, how executable is the acquisition strategy, 
technology development strategy, acquisition plan, 
and systems engineering plan under these programs’ 
current cost and schedule assumptions? 

3. Regarding both the seaframe and mission module 
programs, how reliably will the program’s test and 
evaluation strategy and test and evaluation master 
plan ensure that the programs’ technologies and 
systems will be tested adequately to verify maturity 
and capability? 

4. As to each variant, how effectively will: (1) new 
construction yard investments; (2) recently instituted 
cost-reduction and affordability initiatives; and (3) 
design improvements to each hull improve 
production efficiency and optimize the construction 
of future seaframes? 

5. How well are the mission module and seaframe 
programs aligned? 

6. To what extent are the mission modules 
demonstrating technical progress sufficient for 
eventual entry into Engineering & Manufacturing 
Development (EMD) — Milestone B of the Defense 
Acquisition Management System? 

7. Under the current plan, how likely is it that the 
mission modules will be integrated successfully into 
the LCS seaframes to provide a functional weapon 
system that delivers needed combat capability? 

8. How effectively synchronized are the mission 
package and seaframe programs in order to meet 
anticipated tasking requirements? 

9. Mindful of the Navy’s recently announced plan to 
procure an Irregular Warfare mission module, how 
disciplined is the process by which the overall 
requirements for the mission packages are generated? 

Given the sensitive nature of some of the information 
needed to respond to these questions, please advise the 
committee of any assistance GAO personnel needs to secure 
access to information needed to respond to this request. 

Thank you for your consideration of this request. 
Sincerely, 
John McCain Carl Levin 
Ranking Member Chairman 
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30. Marine Corps Memo To Defense Industry: Make Our Vehicles Affordable 
(NATIONAL DEFENSE 01 MAY 12) ... Dan Parsons 

NORFOLK, Va. — If the Marine Corps is going to 
successfully accomplish an ambitious post-war modernization 
program, contractors hoping to land new business must focus 
on one priority above all: affordability. 

General officers and civilian Marine Corps leaders 
hammered that point April 30 at an NDIA conference in 
Norfolk aimed at facilitating the service's buyers with industry 
officials. 

“It is assumed that you, industry, are going to answer a 
requirement affordably,” said Brig. Gen. Frank L. Kelley, 
commander of Marine Corps Systems Command. 

“You, industry, understand the environment and so do 
we,” he said. “By being deliberate, disciplined, providing 
visibility to each other and collaboration at every opportunity, 
we can solve this.” 

A decade of combat has left the corps with outdated, 
battered equipment, much of which need to be rebuilt or 
replaced. Though a smaller force will allow the Marine Corps 
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to buy fewer weapons and vehicles, in most cases the desired 
replacements cost far more than current systems. 

A new Humvee, when introduced in the 1980s, cost about 
$60,000, said Lt. Gen. Richard P. Mills, commander of Marine 
Corps combat development command. Its eventual 
replacement, the joint light tactical vehicle, by comparison 
could cost as much as $350,000 in today’s dollars, he said. But 
a total fleet reduction of 9,600 vehicles over the next decade 
will save about $2.3 billion in the long run. 

Bruised by the cancelation of the expeditionary fighting 
vehicle, the Marine Corps is still intent on replacing at least a 
portion of its ship-to-shore vehicle fleet. Many of the 
amphibious assault vehicles in service today have seen more 
than 30 years of service and are basically the same designed 
used in the Korean War. 

“We think we have a good, logical, sequential plan to get 
the equipment we need in a timely manner,” Mills said. “Our 
number one priority is AAV replacement because its 
vulnerable to [improvised explosive devices] and it’s old.” 

An analysis of alternatives is under way on the AAV’s 
replacement, now dubbed the amphibious combat vehicle. 
That document is scheduled to be released in June, Mills said. 

“Then the commandant will decide how many he wants,” 
Mills said. 

Other considerations include how far the vehicle should 
be able to swim to shore, survivability and endurance 
requirements. 

“But the most important thing is going to be 
affordability,” Mills said. “And I’m not just talking the cost in 
the showroom, but the cost over the life of that vehicle.” 

William Taylor, program executive officer for Marine 
Corps land systems, said “significant preliminary work” is 

being done on the AAV replacement in anticipation of the 
AOA release. 

As for JLTV, Taylor said the program “experienced a sea 
change” when the Army and Marine Corps agreed on a basic 
design an procurement agenda. 

“I’m extremely confident that we have a path forward to 
an affordable vehicle,” he said. JLTV is scheduled to enter the 
Engineering and Manufacturing Development phase in June, 
but would likely not meet that milestone until July, Taylor 
said. 

Writ large, the Marine Corps plans to replace about 20 
percent of its gear and vehicles after it draws down from 
Afghanistan beginning in 2014, Mills said. The remaining 80 
percent will be reset and maintained “well past normal service 
life,” he said. 

“Selective modernization and selective sustainment will 
save us money in the long run through 2035,” Mills said. 

Repositioning itself from what many have termed an 
auxiliary land force in Iraq and Afghanistan, the Marine Corps 
plans to “restock the shelves” in its forward-deployed bases, 
both with men and materiel, Mills said. Plans are to maintain 
at least two Marine Expeditionary Brigades worth of 
equipment — enough to support around 14,500 Marines and 
Sailors. 

Despite heading into a defense spending trough, Mills 
said the Marine Corps was committed to its traditional role of 
amphibious, forcible entry capabilities. As it modernizes, 
though slowly and in fits and starts, if industry delivers 
affordable technologies, both will thrive, he said. 

“My advice to our suppliers is to simply keep calm and 
carry on,” he said. “The Marine Corps has been through this 
before.” 
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BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
31. Vice Admiral Matthew Nathan Visits Denver For Navy Outreach Program 
(KCNC CBS DENVER 01 MAY 12) ... Alan Gionet and Brooke Wagner 

DENVER – The surgeon general of the Navy, Vice 
Admiral Matthew Nathan, visited Denver this week as part of 
the military branch’s outreach program. 

The “Navy 50-50 Program” includes two to three days of 
meetings with corporate executives, civic leaders, government 
officials, university administrators and nonprofit leaders. 

The vice admiral also stopped by CBS4 Morning News to 
talk with Brooke Wagner and Alan Gionet. He said this is 
chance to visit Colorado for a couple of reasons. 

“One is to say thank you for the sons and daughters from 
this area who are in the Navy and the Marine Corps and are 
serving their country all over the world,” Nathan said. “The 
other is to give America a chance to understand what the Navy 
does and what our capabilities are and what the bang for the 
buck is.” 

Nathan says he has a great job. 
“The neat thing about Navy medicine specifically is the 

range and capabilities of things we do,” he said. “We have 
Navy corpsmen who are assigned to the Marine Corps who as 
we speak are fighting the fight in Afghanistan. 

You can cross the spectrum to our humanitarian and 
disaster relief assistance that is on our hospital ships that are 
out and about participating with other countries, working for 
them.” 

You can go to our research facilities which are located 
through Egypt, South American, Thailand and Vietnam. We 
have researchers doing that. So we’re all over the board.” 

Nathan also toured the Anschutz Medical Campus in 
Aurora where a new Veterans Administration’s hospital is 
being built. He said he believes the transition from military 
medical care back to community care is getting stronger. 

“I think this whole community and the health systems are 
starting to become poised to take care of veterans, of returning 
wounded warriors, of supporting the families. 

We’re very excited to see what kind of innovations and 
ideas spring forward as we participate and partner with the VA 
and local hospitals.” 

View Clip (RT: 2:41) 
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32. Navy Surgeon General Says Anschutz Medical Campus Doing "Amazing Things" 
Vice Admiral Matthew Nathan visits as part of Navy's 50-50 program to tour epicenters of growth 
(UNIVERSITY OF COLORADO DENVER 30 APR 12) ... Christopher Casey 

AURORA, Colo. -- The clinical, educational and research 
work being conducted at the Anschutz Medical Campus is 
"clearly putting this area on the map," Vice Admiral Matthew 
Nathan, Surgeon General of the U.S. Navy, said during a 
campus tour today. 

Nathan visited as part of the Navy's 50-50 program, which 
is sending 50 of the Navy's top leaders to 50 of the nation's 
epicenters for growth, education and commerce. "Clearly, this 
area here in greater Denver is a shaker and mover for the 
country," he said. 

Jeff Thompson, director of government and corporate 
relations for University of Colorado Health, led Nathan on a 
tour of the Rocky Mountain Lions Eye Institute, the CU 
Cancer Center, the Inpatient Tower of the University of 
Colorado Hospital and the bladder cancer research lab of Dan 
Theodorescu, MD, PhD, director of the Cancer Center. After 
lunch in the 500 Building, Nathan toured the Eisenhower 
Suite. 

Anschutz Medical Campus is becoming a regular stop for 
our nation's high-ranking military medical officials, including 
the surgeon generals from the Army and Air Force. The U.S. 
Surgeon General, Regina Benjamin, visited on April 4 to 
celebrate the opening of the Colorado Center for Health and 
Wellness Center and National Health Week. 

Thompson said the campus is "definitely a draw" with its 
renowned clinical care, research and educational components, 
as well as its emphasis on community outreach. "Really, we 
have it all here and, when we have a visiting leader like the 
admiral, we definitely want them to get the full picture of what 
we're all about," he said. 

After visiting Theodorescu's lab in Research 2, Nathan 
said, "I'm quite sure there's no better place in the country to 
get care for bladder cancer." 

During lunch, Nathan was introduced by Neil Krauss, 
MSF, MA, director of administration, Anschutz Medical 
Campus. He heard about more research from Mark Petrash, 
PhD, professor and vice chair of research for the School of 
Medicine's Ophthalmology Department; Theresa Pacheco, 
MD, assistant professor, Dermatology Department, and David 
Poticha, MS, JD, senior licensing manager of the CU 
Technology Transfer Office. 

Nathan told the lunch gathering that U.S. Navy Medicine 
is a $6 billion global healthcare network with 63,000 people 
nationwide. 

He said he tries to push the Office of Naval Research, 
which has awarded grants to the Anschutz Medical Campus, 
to "be as generous with the money as they can" to not only 
military institutions but partner academic institutions. "It 
makes it harder to stop or create cessation to some of the 
programs," Nathan said. "I just believe united we stand, 
divided we fall." 

He said the expectation of the American citizenry is to 
have modern medical care available anywhere in the world. 
That's what U.S. Navy Medicine, which also provides health 
care to the U.S. Marine Corps, is striving to do. 

"We're always interested in learning new things that are 
happening in partnering institutions. I've really enjoyed the 
opportunity to see some of the amazing things you're doing 
here and to talk to some of your passionate researchers," 
Nathan said. "I think, clearly, you're putting this area on the 
map with the kind of medical prowess and reputation that 
you're starting to create for yourself. If that flywheel keeps 
turning fast enough, it will be impressive." 
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33. USS North Dakota: Group To Attend Navy Keel Authentication Ceremony 
(MINOT (ND) DAILY NEWS 30 APR 12) ... Eloise Ogden 

A delegation from North Dakota is making plans to go to 
Rhode Island in a few days for the first ceremony for the 
Virginia-class nuclear submarine being built that will carry the 
state's name USS North Dakota. 

On Friday, May 11, the North Dakota group will attend 
the traditional Navy keel authentication ceremony for the 
submarine. 

"Katie Fowler, our ship's sponsor, will sign her initials on 
a section of the ship's hull and a welder will weld her initials 
into the hull of the ship so she will be a part of it for its full 33 
years of service life expectancy," said Bob Wefald, Bismarck, 
a Navy veteran formerly of Minot and chair of the USS North 
Dakota Committee. 

Fowler's husband is retired Navy Vice Adm. Jeff Fowler, 
a Bismarck native. 

The N.D. delegation planning to go to the ceremony will 
include Wefald and his wife, Susan Wefald, committee vice 
chairman Bill Butcher, formerly of Minot, Kelvin Hulett and 
Dot Frank from the Bismarck-Mandan Chamber of Commerce 
and several from New England. 

On Tuesday and Wednesday, Lt. Cmdr. Jeremiah Minner, 
executive officer of the Pre-Commissioning Unit-North 
Dakota (SSN-784) will be speaking in Fargo to the North 
Dakota Committee for the Employer Support of the Guard and 
Reserve and also at a Navy League dinner and USS North 
Dakota Committee luncheon. 

Wefald, who spoke at a recent meeting of the Minot Area 
Chamber of Commerce's Military Affairs Committee, said the 
submarine is being built at different locations. He said 
probably about 60 to 70 percent of the steel now is in place. 
General Dynamics Electric Boat is the contractor. 

A $2.6 billion project, the submarine is scheduled to be 
ready for the Navy in 2014. 

"In 2013, the ship will be fully assembled and we'll have a 
christening event," he said. 

A homeport will be selected for the commissioning, an 
event a number of North Dakotans are expected to attend. 

"We're going to have a big party for the commissioning in 
2014," Wefald said. 

When the submarine sails, he said, "it will sail for 33 
years without ever refueling." 



 30

"It's going to have 120 enlisted people and about 15 
officers. It will be 377 feet long and 34 feet in diameter. 

"It's really an incredible deal for our state and long, long 
work to get this ship named for our state, but that happened in 
June of 2008 and we're really excited about it," Wefald said. 

Former North Dakota senator Byron Dorgan led the effort 
for the Navy to name a new USS North Dakota. According to 
a news release that his office issued in 2009, Dorgan invited 
Sen. Kent Conrad, D-N.D., now former representative Earl 
Pomeroy and other distinguished North Dakotans to form the 
USS North Dakota Committee. Former Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher, who was born in Scranton, was 
convinced to be honorary chairman. In July 2008, the effort 
paid off. 

Before that, the first ship of the U.S. Navy named in 
honor of North Dakota was a Delaware-class battleship that 
was in service from 1910 to 1923. 

Cmdr. Douglas V. Gordon, the officer in charge of the 
now being built submarine, and his wife, Christine, visited 
North Dakota in January. 

Minot native Timothy Preabt, chief of the boat assigned to 
the Pre-Commissioning Unit North Dakota, was in N.D. in 
October for a namesake visit to bring awareness to the new 
submarine. Preabt is the highest ranking enlisted member of 
the crew. 

"We want to keep a working relationship with this ship 
throughout its full 33 years," Wefald said. 
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34. Naval Leaders Headline Forum 
Dahlgren Heritage Museum community forum series continues in May 
(FREDERICKSBURG (VA) FREE LANCE-STAR 28 APR 12) ... Rusty Dennen 

One of the highest-ranking women in the Department of 
the Navy will be among headliners at the Dahlgren Heritage 
Museum's community forum May 9. 

Mary Lacey, a former senior official at the Naval Support 
Facility Dahlgren, and now deputy assistant secretary to the 
Navy for research, development, test and evaluation, will be at 
the second in a series of forums at the University of Mary 
Washington Dahlgren campus. The forum, also featuring 
Capt. Michael H. Smith, commander of the Naval Surface 
Warfare Center Dahlgren Division, begins at 5 p.m. 

The one-hour discussion is free and open to the public. 
Lacey's career with the Navy began in 1973 and includes 

service as deputy program executive for Aegis Ballistic 
Missile Defense, which has a strong presence at the Naval 
Support Facility Dahlgren. The NSWC Dahlgren Division is 
the largest tenant command on the King George County base. 

Lacey also served as technical director at NSWC Indian 
Head. Her current job is to help the Navy work with industry, 
and improve the technical depth of affiliated labs and warfare 
centers. 

Throughout her career, she has been involved with 
engineering recruitment and work force development. 

In addition, she has led mentoring sessions with women in 
senior positions for the Navy, and has received numerous 
awards from the Navy and the Department of Defense. 

Smith signed up for the Navy twice, first as an enlisted 
man in 1976, and then, after graduation from Humboldt State 
University, as an engineering duty officer. Smith's career 
includes service at sea and in Canada. He has received 
numerous awards. 

Before coming to Dahlgren, he served as deputy program 
manager for the Zumwalt Class Program at the Washington 
Navy Yard. 

Lacey and Smith will take questions from moderator Ed 
Jones, president of the board of directors of the Dahlgren 
Heritage Foundation. The foundation is working with the 
Navy to create and operate the museum. Jones, who grew up 
on the Dahlgren base, is editor of The Free Lance-Star. 

This is the second in a planned series of forums focusing 
on the history of the base and those who made it one of the 
Navy's premier research and development laboratories. 

The foundation is raising funds for the museum, which is 
scheduled to open sometime this year at the former Potomac 
Gateway Welcome Center on U.S. 301. 

Planning for the museum began two years ago in an effort 
to gather, protect, display and explain materials from the base, 
which was established in 1918. 
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35. DoD Facilities Drive Technology For Secure Power 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 01 MAY 12) ... Cheryl Pellerin 

WASHINGTON – As the nation’s top energy user, the 
Defense Department is pushing commercialization of the 
technology it needs to lower costs and keep its facilities 
secure, the deputy undersecretary of defense for installations 
and environment said here today. 

Dorothy Robyn addressed an audience of military, federal 
and industry experts at the Military Smart Grids and 
Microgrids Conference in Arlington, Va. 

Robyn manages and oversees permanent military 
installations worldwide and manages installation programs 
that involve energy, the environment, safety and occupational 
health. 

In fiscal 2011, the cost of electricity spent to power 
300,000 buildings on Defense Department installations -- 
barracks, data centers, offices and hospitals -- and to operate 
160,000 vehicles was $4 billion a year. 

“We also account for a disproportionate share of the 
department’s greenhouse gases,” Robyn said. 

And such U.S. military installations depend almost 
entirely on a commercial electric grid that experts say is 
vulnerable to disruption. 

“In 2008 the Defense Science Board called us out and 
said, ‘Your critical missions are at risk because of the potential 
for disruption to the grid,’” Robyn said. 
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Today the strategy for bolstering DoD facility energy 
security and innovation, she added, includes reducing demand 
for traditional energy, expanding the supply of renewable and 
other forms of on-base energy, focusing directly on base 
security, and leveraging advanced technology. 

In the area of advanced technology, Robyn said DoD is 
uniquely positioned to overcome barriers to commercialization 
for some of the most potentially groundbreaking energy 
innovations. Among these are smart grids and microgrids. 

A smart grid is an electrical grid whose capabilities are 
boosted by computer technology to monitor and regulate the 
energy that utilities generate and distribute to consumers. 

When it becomes fully functional over the next decade in 
the United States, the automated grid will be able to 
communicate with consumers, remotely sense and fix 
problems on its own network, and save users money by better 
managing energy use, and by integrating power from wind, 
solar, biomass and other renewable energy sources. 

Microgrids and minigrids are smaller, less-automated 
versions of smart-grid technology. They interconnect small, 
modular electricity-generation sources to low-voltage 
distribution systems, and some can be powered by a 
combination of petroleum-fueled generators, solar, wind and 
other sources. 

“I am something of a cheerleader for microgrids, because 
they solve a huge problem we have -- namely the energy 
security of our bases,” Robyn said. 

But also, she added, “because I have spent much of my 
career working in the economics of network industries, 
primarily transportation and telecom, and I’ve seen what 
disruptive technology and competition have done in those 
sectors, and I think we’re due for that in the utility sector.” 

Impediments to such emerging technologies, Robyn said, 
include a highly fragmented building industry, high costs for 
first users of new technology, and a lack of operational testing 
that deters potential technology adopters. 

DoD is uniquely positioned to help overcome these 
barriers, the deputy undersecretary added. 

“The key to this is using our installations as a testbed for 
next-generation energy technology, pre-commercial 
technology that we think has promise on our installations,” 
Robyn said. 

“We think that we have a role to play here in being a first 
user. It’s a role that is justified by the huge infrastructure that 
we have -- 300,000 buildings. We look at risk differently,” she 
added. 

“If we try 10 things out and seven of them work and three 
don’t, … we can deploy those so broadly as to make it 
profitable,” Robyn said. “So that’s what we’re doing.” 

Robyn’s team is working on advanced technology in three 
areas -- smart and secure installation energy management, 
efficient integrated buildings, and onsite power generation. 

The flagship project, she said, is in development at 
Twentynine Palms Marine Base, the nation’s largest, in 
California. The smart microgrid there is capable of “islanding” 
about a third of the base’s total load and meets DoD cyber 
security criteria. In islanding, a distributed generator continues 
to power a location even when there is no electrical grid power 
from the utility. 

Electrochromic windows are an example of emerging 
technology for efficient integrated buildings. These windows 
can be darkened or lightened electronically, controlling the 
amount of daylight and solar heat gain through the windows of 
buildings and vehicles. 

Robyn’s team is putting these windows on three sides of a 
building at Marine Corps Air Station Miramar in Southern 
California and will systematically collect performance data. 

“This is a great example of the role we can play in 
reducing risk,” Robyn said. 

Historically, the Energy Department has invested in this 
technology, but the windows are still very expensive, she 
noted. “And architecture and engineering firms are 
understandably reluctant to incorporate them into a new 
building without rigorous data on their performance,” she said. 

Collecting data from the test bed building at Miramar, she 
added, can help to jumpstart the market. 

Many more demonstration projects are under way at DoD 
facilities around the country, and some are beginning to show 
results despite challenges that include collecting high-quality 
data on building energy consumption and performance and 
getting successfully test bed technologies widely deployed. 

“I didn’t list any [challenges] having to do with 
microgrids,” Robyn said. “I feel like there is tremendous 
momentum there, and I don’t see the kinds of [comparable] 
impediments.” 
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36. Noda-Obama Accord To Shelve Futenma Issue Feared To Halt Relocation Move 
Noda, Obama Agreement To Shelve Futenma Issue Increases Possibility of Futenma Air Station Remaining 
in Present Location 
(KYODO NEWS 01 MAY 12) 

WASHINGTON -- Prime Minister Yoshihiko Noda and 
U.S. President Barack Obama agreed to shelve the issue of 
relocating U.S. Marine Corps Air Station [MCAS] Futenma 
(in Ginowan City, Okinawa Prefecture) at their 30 April 
meeting. 

Their accord reflects the fact that the existing plan to 
relocate the air station to the Henoko district in Nago City has 
virtually become a "dead letter." However, given that it is 
unclear whether they can win a local consent even with a 
proposal to merge Futenma into Kadena Air Base [KAB] (in 
Kadena town, Okinawa) put forward by influential figures in 
the U.S. Congress, it can be said that their recent agreement 

has further increased the possibility of MCAS Futenma, which 
sits in the middle of a residential district and thus is called the 
"most dangerous base in the world," remaining in its present 
location. 

In recent Japan-U.S. summit meetings, the two sides 
always confirmed their intention to carry out the Henoko plan. 
At the first Noda-Obama talks in September last year, the 
president noted, "We are approaching a period where we need 
to see results," and urged Noda to make efforts for progress on 
the Futenma issue. Noda responded by promising to make all-
out efforts to win understanding of local residents. 
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In November last year, Noda disclosed his intention to 
submit an assessment report on the environmental impact of 
the Henoko plan to Okinawa by the end of the year, and 
Tokyo submitted the report to the Okinawa prefectural 
government at the end of the year as "promised to the United 
States." 

However, the Japanese and U.S. governments inserted in 
their joint report released on 27 April on the review of the 
realignment of U.S. forces in Japan a phrase suggesting that 
they would consider other options than Henoko, in view of 
demand by U.S. senators including (Democrat) Carl Levin, 

chairman of the Senate Armed Services Committee, to study 
the Futenma-KAB merger. Citing this, a Japanese government 
official had said that "the two sides will hardly mention the 
Futenma issue" before the Noda-Obama talks in Washington. 

It appears that Prime Minister Noda is putting off efforts 
to solve the Futenma issue in light of the past uproar caused 
by attempts to move the Futenma air station outside Okinawa 
made by the government of former Prime Minister Yukio 
Hatoyama. But if nothing is done, even the 1996 Japan-U.S. 
accord on the return of MCAS Futenma may fall apart. 
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37. Leaders Primed On Buildup Activities 
(KUAM NEWS (GUAM) 02 MAY 12) ... Ken Quintanilla 

GUAM - Following the joint statement regarding the 
revised roadmap to realignment made last week, the Guam 
Joint Program Office met with island leaders today to provide 
a progress report of what's next for the buildup on Guam. 

The joint statement made by the Japan and U.S. 
governments last week no doubt had many people questioning 
what's next for the buildup, and today JGPO met with the 
Calvo Administration, the Guam Legislature and the Mayors 
Council to allay any further concerns and possible impacts the 
buildup may have on the community. JGPO program director 
Joe Ludovici confirms a Supplemental Environmental Impact 
Statement will have to be conducted, saying, "So we talked 
about how we're going to expand the scope of the firing ranges 
SEIS to include the new force posture SEIS and the impacts 
on infrastructure, on the military facilities and on the public 
facilities." 

The revised roadmap indicates 4,700 to 5,000 U.S. 
Marines will move from Okinawa to Guam from the initial 
8,600. Ludovici says they will expand the scope that would 
refresh studies from environmental to cultural and 
socioimpacts. Buildup chair Senator Judi Guthertz says she 
not only appreciated JGPO's collaborative approach but 
having it televised for the public to see on the Legislature 
Channel. 

"I think they're on track," Guthertz told KUAM News. 
"They're very sensitive, they've taken into consideration a lot 
of the recommendations that the governor has made and 
members of the Legislature have made and it seems like a 
whole different attitude and approach to the buildup." 

Governor Eddie Calvo meanwhile says the statement 
provided clarity from shared funding to timetables involved 
with the lay-down of Marines. He was however concerned 
about funding for infrastructure and areas agreed upon in the 
original Programmatic Agreement. "And ensuring that again 
it's a 'One Guam' approach and that it's in the best interest of 
the United States and that it's in the best interest of the people 
of Guam and also the allies in the Pacific," he said. 

JGPO noted that they are still committed to the 'One 
Guam' approach. Meanwhile, other highlights of the meeting 
included JGPO representatives indicating that about two-thirds 
of the Marines would be rotational, however the final decision 
hasn't yet been announced by Congress. And in October, 
JGPO will provide a notice of intent to expand the scope of 
the firing ranges SEIS to include the smaller force poster, 
which he encourages the public to once again participate in. 

The deadline meanwhile has been set for 2014 for both a 
draft and final version of the Supplemental Impact Statement 
on the buildup with a final Record of Decision set for 2015. 

View Clip (RT: 2:20) 
Return to Index 
 
 

NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
38. More Clout Sought For Military’s Cyberwarfare Unit 
Change would elevate it to same level as major defense commands 
(WASHINGTON POST 02 MAY 12) ... Ellen Nakashima 

Senior military leaders are recommending that the 
Pentagon’s two-year-old cyberwarfare unit be elevated to full 
combatant command status, sending a signal to adversaries 
that the U.S. military is serious about protecting its ability to 
operate in cyberspace, officials said. 

Gen. Martin E. Dempsey, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff, will recommend the change to Defense Secretary Leon 
E. Panetta, said officials who spoke on the condition of 
anonymity to discuss classified matters. Final approval rests 
with President Obama. Little opposition is expected, though 
the timeline is uncertain. 

A Pentagon spokesman, Capt. John Kirby, declined to 
discuss the pending move. 

The elevation of Cyber Command to a level on a par with 
commands protecting entire regions and continents would give 
the nation’s top cyberwarriors more direct access to Dempsey 
and Panetta, allowing them more clout in the struggle for 
resources. 

Created in 2010 at Fort Meade, Cyber Command employs 
about 750 people — far fewer than most combatant commands 
— and reports to Strategic Command, based in Omaha. The 
U.S. military has nine combatant commands, the newest of 
which, Africa Command, began operations in 2008. 

U.S. officials say the establishment of a combatant 
command for cyberwar fits the administration’s multi-pronged 
cyber-strategy by projecting military force as a deterrent, even 
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as efforts are ongoing in the diplomatic realm to reduce 
tensions with adversaries. 

“It certainly emphasizes the importance of cyber as a 
strategic priority,” said retired Air Force Lt. Gen. John “Soup” 
Campbell, a former commander of the military’s first joint 
cyberdefense unit, set up in 1988. “It shortens the chain of 
command up to the president and secretary of defense. It sends 
a signal that it’s a four-star general’s job to advocate for the 
cyber mission. That’s important.” 

The elevation of Cyber Command could contribute to the 
perception in some countries that the United States is a 
military aggressor in cyberspace, though officials say the 
cyberwarfare unit is heavily focused on defense and limited in 
its use of offense. 

The change in status would not resolve a host of more 
fundamental issues, such as the scope of its authority to defend 
the nation. Officials are still debating under what 
circumstances military commanders can respond on their own 
to hostile acts in cyberspace and how far notions of state 
sovereignty should apply in cyberspace. 

Making Cyber Command a combatant command could 
exacerbate some issues, several experts said. 

“I would caution rushing to have Cyber Command be a 
unified [combatant] command,” which would mean it directs 
cyber-operations globally, retired Marine Gen. James 
Cartwright Jr., a former vice chairman of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff, said at a recent cyberwar symposium sponsored by the 
Center for Strategic and International Studies (CSIS). 

He said the regional commands should be in charge of 
their own operations. 

“You really need that [regional] context to apply the art of 
war and the weapons to affect the adversary’s mind-set,” 
Cartwright said. 

The move also would raise a novel personnel issue. The 
head of Cyber Command, Gen. Keith Alexander, also is the 
head of the Fort Meade-based National Security Agency, 
which spies electronically on foreign enemies on behalf of 
numerous government agencies as well as the military. 

The potential tension between those jobs could grow, 
some analysts say, if Cyber Command is elevated. 

“No other unified commander is encumbered with a task 
like being director of NSA,” said Michael V. Hayden, a 
former director of the NSA and the CIA. “In my mind that 
makes it almost decisive that you separate the two tasks.” 

“They’re both more than full-time jobs,” he said. 
“Frankly, having the director of one of the nation’s premier 
intelligence agencies also serve as a combatant commander 
creates conflicts of interest.” 

But James A. Lewis, director of the CSIS’s technology 
and public policy program, noted that the “bulk of the heavy 
lifting” for Cyber Command is already done by the NSA. 

“There is always a risk when you put a military guy in 
charge that support for the military will overshadow civilian 
requirements, but Alexander is particularly sensitive to that,” 
Lewis said. 

When Alexander retires, he said, “you might want to 
think about splitting the job.” 
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39. Feds Seek Death Penalty In Somali Yacht Hijacking 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 01 MAY 12) ... Brock Vergakis 

NORFOLK, Va. — Federal prosecutors say they will seek 
the death penalty against three Somalis charged with murder 
in the fatal shooting of four Americans aboard a hijacked 
yacht last year, according to a court document unsealed 
Tuesday. 

Ahmed Muse Salad, Abukar Osman Beyle and Shani 
Nurani Shiekh Abrar could also face the death penalty on 
numerous other charges related to the February, 2011 
hijacking. They include hostage taking resulting in death, 
violence against maritime navigation resulting in death and 
kidnapping resulting in death. In total, 22 of the 26 counts the 
defendants are charged with are death-eligible offenses. 

The decision to seek the death penalty is made by U.S. 
Attorney General Eric Holder. Prosecutors were required to 
tell the court if they planned to seek the death penalty before 
the Somalis' trial started. A status hearing to set a trial date is 
scheduled for May 22. Each of the men have pleaded not 
guilty. 

The court filing outlines the reasons behind the decision 
to seek the death penalty. Among them, prosecutors say the 
men killed or attempted to kill more than one person during a 
single episode. It also says their actions endangered the U.S. 
military and that the Americans were killed "in an especially 
wanton and gratuitous manner." 

In the case of Salad, the filing says he has demonstrated a 
lack of remorse in the Americans' deaths and made boastful 
statements about them. 

The owners of the yacht Quest, Jean and Scott Adam of 
Marina del Rey, Calif., along with friends Bob Riggle and 
Phyllis Macay of Seattle, were the first Americans to be killed 
in a wave of pirate attacks off the coast of east Africa despite 
an international flotilla of warships that regularly patrol the 
area. The Adamses had been sailing full-time on their 58-foot 
yacht since December 2004 after retiring when their boat was 
boarded by 19 men several hundred miles south of Oman. 

Ships and their crews are typically targeted by pirates in 
hopes of securing multi-million dollar ransoms. 

Pirates had been hoping to bring the Americans back to 
Somalia to conduct ransom negotiations, but that plan fell 
apart when U.S. Navy warships began shadowing the Quest. 
The Navy had told the pirates that they could keep the yacht in 
exchange for the hostages, but they refused to take the deal 
because they didn't believe they would get enough money. The 
only person authorized to negotiate the Americans' release was 
also based in Somalia. 

The destroyer USS Sterett was maneuvering between the 
Quest and the Somali coast when a rocket-propelled grenade 
was fired at it. Soon after, shots were fired on board the Quest. 

Court documents say the Americans were being held in 
the yacht's steering wheel house by seven men when the 
Americans were fired upon. Other pirates have said they tried 
to stop the shooting once it started. By the time Navy SEALs 
scrambled aboard the yacht, each of the Americans had 
already been wounded. 
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Four of the hijackers died on board - including two who 
have also been identified in court records as those who shot at 
the Americans. One person was released by authorities 
because he is a juvenile. Eleven other men have pleaded guilty 
to piracy and been sentenced to life in prison for their roles in 
the case. However, their sentences could eventually be 
reduced for cooperating with authorities as they prosecute 
others. 

A 12th man who never boarded the Quest and was 
identified as the lead hostage negotiator was convicted of 
piracy on Friday. He also faces a mandatory life sentence. 

Prosecutors wanted to wait until that case was over before 
unsealing their filing to seek the death penalty involving the 
three Somalis because they were concerned about publicity. 
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40. Suspect Arrested In Navy Veterans Fundraising Scam 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 01 MAY 12) ... Thomas J. Sheeran 

CLEVELAND — A fugitive on the run for more than two 
years has been arrested on accusations that he ran a scam that 
collected $100 million in donations from people in dozens of 
states who believed they were helping U.S. Navy veterans, 
Ohio's attorney general and the U.S. Marshals Service 
announced Tuesday. 

The man, who uses the false identify of Bobby 
Thompson, was indicted in Ohio in 2010 on theft, money 
laundering and other charges related to the Florida-based 
charity. He disappeared in June 2010. Little, if any, of the 
money collected by the charity was used to benefit veterans, 
authorities have said. 

Authorities acting on a tip tracked Thompson to a bar in 
Portland, Ore., on Monday night, followed him home and 
made the arrest, Ohio Attorney General Mike DeWine said. 
He had multiple fake ID cards from Canada and a backpack 
containing cash, DeWine said. 

Thompson refused to speak to investigators, authorities 
said. 

At a hearing Tuesday, U.S. District Judge John Acosta of 
Portland ordered Thompson to be returned to Ohio. 
Thompson, who limped into the courtroom, spoke frequently 
with his public defender during an hour-long hearing to 
establish he was the man authorities were looking for. 

DeWine said authorities hope to have the man returned 
within 10 days to Ohio, where he will be tried in state court in 
Cleveland. The alleged fraud, which DeWine called 
"despicable," spanned 41 states, including up to $2 million in 
Ohio. 

People who contributed gave small amounts, ranging 
from $5 to $50, DeWine said. "The bulk of this was not huge 
contributions," he said. "But these were patriotic Americans 
who gave money believing that that money was going to help 
Navy veterans." 

Authorities still don't know the man's real name, but 
investigators uncovered information earlier this year that led 
them to believe he may have lived recently in New Mexico. 

Ohio investigators also tracked Thompson through 
Arizona, Florida, Indiana, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, 
Washington and West Virginia. 

Elliott said Thompson fled New England the day after an 
episode about his case aired on "America's Most Wanted" in 
March 2011. 

The arrest closes a search dating back several years and 
involving a Tampa, Fla.-based charity known as the U.S. Navy 
Veterans Association. 

The charity's former legal counsel said she long accepted 
Thompson's explanations for irregularities in the group's 
financial records, but ultimately changed her mind after flying 
to Tampa two years ago where Blanca Contreras, another 
agency official, denied her access to many records. Thompson 
was gone by then, Helen Mac Murray said. 

"He was a very brilliant man," said Mac Murray, of New 
Albany in suburban Columbus. "He had an answer for any 
questions that popped up about any kind of irregularity." 

Mac Murray said she took her concerns to the attorneys 
general of Ohio and Florida and the FBI in 2010 and has been 
cooperating ever since. She says she is not a suspect of the 
investigation. Cleveland-based U.S. Marshal Pete Elliott 
confirmed her cooperation. 

Mac Murray said she last saw Thompson at a board 
meeting in New York City in June 2010. She doesn't know 
what Thompson was doing in Oregon, although he had 
frequently mentioned contacts he had there and in New 
Mexico. She also doesn't know who he really is or what is 
name is. 

"He lied to all of us," she said. 
Contreras of Tampa, Fla., was sentenced to five years in 

prison last year for her role in the scam. Contreras had pleaded 
guilty to theft, money laundering and other charges related to 
allegations she handled nearly $475,000 in Ohio donations for 
the charity. 

Former Ohio Attorney General Richard Cordray had also 
investigated Thompson and had worked with the Hamilton 
County prosecutor's office on an arrest warrant issued from 
Cincinnati, where in 2003 the man set up a UPS mailbox to 
collect donations for the association. 

Authorities say the real Thompson, a Choctaw who 
worked for the Bureau of Indian Affairs, wasn't connected to 
the association and had his identity, including his Social 
Security number and date of birth, stolen. 

The association made a few sporadic contributions that 
benefited veterans, but public records show the man behind it 
contributed hundreds of thousands of dollars to political 
candidates around the country, Cordray said in 2010. 
Authorities didn't know the motives for those contributions, he 
said. 

Cordray's office froze the association's bank accounts and 
drop boxes and ordered it to stop operations in Ohio. 
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OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
41. Power Without Celebrity 
(WASHINGTON POST 02 MAY 12) ... Kathleen Parker 

The squabbling between political campaigns and the 
harrumphing of pundits were put in proper perspective at, of 
all places, the White House Correspondents’ Association 
dinner -- the annual Prom on the Potomac where 2,000 or so 
media members and movie stars gather to honor the president 
and admire one another. 

It is customary at this “exclusive” congregation for media 
organizations to compete for the celebrity “get.” Thus, this 
year, all were abuzz over the stars, including George Clooney, 
Diane Keaton, Goldie Hawn, Steven Spielberg and, of course, 
Kim Kardashian, without whom no shallow occasion would be 
complete -- and finally, Lindsay Lohan. 

Then there was Table 46, one of The Washington Post’s 
tables, to which I was fortuitously assigned. We were the un-
celebrities -- writers, editors, Undersecretary of State Bob 
Hormats, and a military officer who introduced himself as 
“Bill.” 

He was obviously important. His dress uniform was 
festooned with medals and ribbons -- lots of them. And he had 
that bearing we recognize in military elites that betrays 
another kind of space, a private zone where intelligence and 
readiness keep each other quiet company. 

Bill ... who did he say? 
Turns out this humble, polite man was Adm. William 

McRaven, leader of the Joint Special Operations Command 
that oversaw the raid to kill Osama bin Laden. In a recounting 
of the eight-month lead-up to the raid, Time magazine features 
McRaven as part of President Obama’s highly secret, and 
secretive, inner circle. He’s the guy to whom CIA Deputy 
Director Michael Morrell was referring when he turned to 
then-Defense Secretary Leon Panetta in the early planning 
stages and said, “It’s time to call in the pros.” 

The Obama administration has been taking some flak for 
touting bin Laden’s killing in a campaign ad, including a barb 
this week from former Joint Chiefs of Staff chairman Mike 
Mullen. “I do worry a great deal that this time of year that 
somehow this gets spun into election politics,” Mullen said in 
an interview with NBC’s Brian Williams. “I can assure you 
that those individuals who risk their lives -- the last thing in 
the world that they want is to be spun into that.” 

By Time’s telling, Obama clearly deserves enormous 
credit for the execution of the bin Laden hit. His measured 

approach to the exercise was key. There were a hundred ways 
things could have gone wrong, and waiting for just the right 
moment was crucial. Whether it is appropriate for Obama to 
turn the operation into a political instrument is another matter. 
One special forces officer summed it up to me this way: “A 
good leader lets his people shine, and that reflects on him 
without him having to beat his own drum.” 

Reading the Time story, one is reminded that the business 
of the executive office is far graver than what tends to nourish 
the daily news cycle. Serious business gets done without 
notice, thanks in part to the lack of notice. The bin Laden raid 
was successful largely because no one leaked. Secrets were 
kept. Highly trained men did their jobs without fanfare. 

“This is what we do,” McRaven told the president, 
according to Time. “We fly in by helicopters, we assault 
compounds, we grab the bad guy or whatever is required, and 
we get out.” 

At one point during the dinner, I thought the president 
was going to recognize our man, Bill. Obama began his 
speech by acknowledging that, a year ago, the United States 
delivered justice to a deserving person. I glanced at McRaven 
thinking, aha, he’s about to have his well-deserved moment. 
Instead, the huge screens in the room flashed the face of 
Donald Trump. It was a setup for a joke. 

I asked McRaven what it’s like to wake up every day and 
know that you’re the one who brought down bin Laden. Does 
he open his eyes and think, wow, I did that? 

No, he smiles and shakes his head. “It’s our job. It’s what 
we do.” 

No one at the dinner posed for a picture with McRaven, 
except (at my insistence) his hostess for the evening, Post 
reporter Karen Tumulty. A fifth-grade classmate of 
McRaven’s, Tumulty persuaded him to attend the dinner. 

As the crowd followed Kardashian down the hall and 
others grabbed Clooney for one more photo, McRaven slipped 
out of the room and down a hallway into the night. Just like a 
year ago after Abbottabad -- unnoticed, unrecognized, 
uncelebrated. 

Ignoring the best while celebrating the least -- it’s what 
we do. 
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42. China Searches For Maritime Stability 
(ASIA TIMES ONLINE 02 APR 12) ... Dallas Darling 

When a Chinese admiral proposed a permanent naval base 
in the Gulf of Aden to support its anti-piracy operations, the 
United States was quick to condemn the idea. 

And as armed naval vessels from the Philippines claim 
they caught Chinese fishermen poaching over a South China 
Sea shoal, causing Chinese naval vessels to also become 
involved, U.S. officials have again reiterated their support in 
defending the Philippines and its navy. While both nations are 
at a tense standoff, some even assert that China is wanting to 
expand its sea power in the region for the purpose of energy 
exploration. 

Although these events occurred in the midst of a China-
Russian naval drill, one shouldn't be too concerned about how 
the mainstream press is misrepresenting China's navy. The 
naval drill, including the South China Sea standoff and 
possible Chinese base in the Gulf of Aden, are all primarily 
representations of China's desire to again be acknowledged, 
especially by Western imperial powers that have maintained 
dozens of colonies and protectorates throughout the Pacific 
along with sea and military bases. China is also wanting to 
uphold regional peace alliances and provide stability for its 
own shipping commerce. 
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The pride of China's maritime trade and exchanges 
actually started centuries before Western kingdoms sought to 
explore and exploit the world. Still, the rise of Westernized 
war ships and sea power was made possible only because of 
Chinese navigational innovations. As early as the first century, 
Chinese ships loaded with luxury items like silk and spices 
and gems were making a long coast-wise journey around Siam 
and India and Arabia, through the African-Mediterranean 
region, to Rome. The sea routes were much cheaper, faster and 
safer than overland routes. These maritime ventures were 
symbolic of China's trade and commerce, and they helped 
develop navigational equipment that benefited much of the 
world. By the early 15th century, Emperor Zhu Di had 
employed Zheng He to command China's treasure fleets. 
Zheng He was born to a Muslim family and became one of the 
greatest skilled navigators in the history of sea travel. Seven 
major voyages were undertaken with hundreds of ships, some 
300 to 400 feet long. They were multiple nail-bound, with 
watertight hull compartments, up to nine masts, and dozens of 
spacious cabins. 

Chinese treasure ships also had sophisticated stern-post 
rudders of a type that would not be seen in Europe until the 
early modern period. The maritime ventures stabilized the 
critical Strait of Malacca, ruled by renegade pirates, and 
increased trade and commerce. They also spread new ideas 
and innovations. China shared the magnetic compass and 
introduced improved navigational techniques to Arab and 
European kingdoms, like fore-and-aft rigging that sailed into 
the wind, paddle wheels, and the sleek caravels. 

But foremost in China's Eastern philosophies, its rich 
cultural heritage, and its technological inventions, was the 
need to be acknowledged and to be recognized by other 
countries, specifically of its importance and place in the 
"Western Ocean." This was the real purpose for large-scale 
maritime and diplomatic-motivated explorations. According to 

some naval historians, one expedition, a a detachment from 
Zheng He's sixth expedition, visited America in 1421, along 
with Australia, New Zealand, the Atlantic coast of Brazil, and 
the Cape Verde Islands. Such a voyage would be seventy-five 
years before that of Christopher Columbus. 

As the U.S. and other nations, including the Philippines 
and Japan, appear overly fearful of China's naval activities, 
they may instead want to learn several valuable lessons from 
China's maritime history. Emperor Zheng earned little 
economic reward from his massive treasure trips, but they did 
consume much of the nation's timber and other valuable 
resources for shipbuilding. And within a few generations, 
reactionary and fearful Chinese isolationists allowed their 
merchant fleets to wither. 

As a new dynasty, the Ming Dynasty, retreated from 
maritime trade and commerce, Japanese wako marauders so 
terrorized China's coastline that to this day women in Fujian 
province hide their faces with blue scarves originally designed 
to shield the wearer from the lecherous gaze of foreign 
bandits. Britain and France would later force the Qing 
Dynasty to trade in opium currency, which devastated China. 
Other imperial powers, like the U.S., Japan, and Russia, 
militarily carved China into economic spheres, resulting in 
numerous Chinese rebellions and resistance movements. 

Neither has China forgotten World War I and World War 
II, both of which were considered European Civil Wars by 
Chinese officials, and both of which forced China to take 
sides. A U.S.-led war against communist forces, the Japanese 
invasion of China and War of Resistance, and numerous 
Western military engagements and preemptive wars with 
China's neighbors, have adversely impacted China. Perhaps it 
is time to allow China to pursue a kind of self-strengthening 
movement, so as to equalize the balance of power in the 
Pacific region, helping to bring stability and innovations once 
again to the world. 
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43. India Can Play Bigger Military Role In Asia 
India Lacks Political Will To Boost Regional Military Role 
(SINGAPORE STRAITS TIMES 02 MAY 12) ... Bharat Karnad 

The Singapore statesman Lee Kuan Yew likened Asia to 
an airplane with India and China as the two wings keeping the 
continent flying. This aviation metaphor was constructed, at 
least in part, on the hope and prayer that India would get its 
act together and emerge with heft matching China's surge as 
an economic giant. Otherwise, the Asian plane, assuming it 
could take off at all, would bank to one side and crash. 

It has been an unequal game so far. Managed effectively 
by a Communist Party cabal able to deliver world-class 
infrastructure that meets the basic needs of its people, China is 
the proverbial hare to the Indian tortoise. India's mindless 
bureaucratism and vicious domestic politics paralyse the 
government and negate private sector-led economic growth. 

China's spectacular economic rise has spurred its military 
ambitions. The aggressive Chinese posture with several Asean 
members over the rich oil- and gas-bearing offshore territories 
has driven home the wisdom of Mr. Lee's metaphor, of India 
having to be the equal of China in order to reap the region's 
benefits of peace, order and stability. 

Despite considerable growth in India's conventional and 
nuclear military reach and clout, the problem has been India's 

slow pace in advancing economic reforms. This may be 
changing. Fatigued by two decades of foreign wars, the United 
States is seeking a stand-off role, notwithstanding its 'pivot to 
Asia'. India has to step into providing overarching security to 
the Asian rimland. Secretary of State Hillary Clinton has 
publicly and privately urged India to be a 'net security 
provider' to Asian states. While this has not fallen on entirely 
deaf ears, the Indian government is moving with its customary 
caution. 

Even as Delhi plays Hamlet in a gradually worsening 
security situation in Asia, India's strategic military capabilities 
have matured. The long-range Agni-5 successfully test-fired 
last month is one such instance, with its state-of-the-art, chip-
embedded guidance system and accurate delivery of nuclear 
and thermonuclear warheads at extreme range. Indeed, 
Chinese military sources are convinced that Agni-5 is an 
intercontinental-range ballistic missile (ICBM) tested at a 
reduced 5,000km range. Outfitted with MIRV (Multiple 
Independently Re-targetable Vehicles) technology, a single 
Agni-5 and a true ICBM follow-on Agni-6 with its 10,000km 
range will be able to engage five to eight targets. With Agni-5, 
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India has deterrence parity in being able to strike anywhere in 
China. 

It is no coincidence that a few weeks before the Agni 
launch, the mild-mannered Indian Foreign Minister S.M. 
Krishna responded with fighting words to Beijing's warning 
India against joining Vietnam in offshore oil exploration, 
saying 'the South China Sea is not China's sea'. It mirrored a 
Chinese admiral's challenge from an earlier decade that the 
'Indian Ocean is not India's ocean'. 

With the 50,000-ton Kiev-class carrier, Vikramaditya, 
carrying MiG-29K attack aircraft soon joining the navy, the 
Arihant nuclear-powered ballistic-missile submarine 
undergoing sea trials, an Akula-II submarine already 
patrolling, and both submersibles sharpening the Indian 
Navy's Eastern Fleet, India has impressive naval forces on 
call. Add the possibility of Indian naval ships based on the 
central Vietnamese coast at Na Thrang, offered by Hanoi to 
protect potential Indian oil assets in the South China Sea. 
Further, with a division- sized amphibious force and attendant 
sealift capability, and the Indian Air Force's Su-30 MKIs on 

the Car Nicobar Island, India's military pieces are in place on 
the geopolitical chessboard. 

What is missing is Indian political will to capitalise on the 
interest created by Agni-5 and ongoing Indian 'military 
diplomacy' - joint exercises and joint anti-piracy patrols with 
littoral navies. Delhi has to explore ways in which the Indian 
armed forces can actively contribute to South-east Asia's sense 
of well- being, in line with Indian Defence Minister A.K. 
Antony's plea at Hanoi's Asean Plus Eight meeting in 
November 2010 for 'cooperative approaches' in the Asia-
Pacific region to keep 'the sea lanes... open, secure, and free 
for navigation'. India can begin by selling Vietnam the 
supersonic anti-ship Brahmos missile it seeks. Indonesia 
desired the same weapon but Delhi's procrastination drove 
Jakarta to buy a variant directly from Russia. 

With both China and India having observer status, it is 
tricky for India and the Asean members to in effect ring- fence 
China and Chinese ambitions. But that's a political hump the 
two sides will have to get over. 

The writer is a professor at the Centre for Policy 
Research, New Delhi. 
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44. Keep Access Open 
(DEFENSE NEWS 01 MAY 12) ... Editorial 

The last time U.S. defense spending faced deep cuts, the 
Clinton administration made regulatory changes to encourage 
commercial contractors to more economically — and 
innovatively — satisfy military needs. 

Reformers knew commercial technologies, especially 
telecommunications and computing, were advancing more 
rapidly than military ones, but government regulations 
dissuaded tech firms from doing business with the Pentagon. 

Recognizing that commercial hardware would rarely be 
embraced without some degree of modification, Clinton 
officials introduced the concept of commercial “of a type,” 
purchases of commercial items needing reasonable and modest 
modification before induction to military service. In its 
simplest form, this meant a T-shirt from a commercial vendor 
could be delivered in green instead of white, or a civilian 
helicopter could be fitted with wheels rather than landing 
skids. 

Over the years, this technique has dramatically expanded 
the Pentagon’s ability to quickly acquire civilian technologies, 
and it’s been used for everything from utility helicopters to 
computers to smartphones. 

In a few cases, however, it has been abused. 
The effort to adapt AgustaWestland’s existing AW101 

helicopter for the U.S. presidential transport is a case in point: 
Billed as an economical way to replace the aging presidential 
helicopter fleet, costs skyrocketed as the government piled on 
more than a thousand specification changes, including 
requiring that the aircraft be built of an entirely different kind 
of aluminum. When estimates suggested that each aircraft 
would end up costing nearly half a billion dollars, the program 
was canceled. 

The same thing happened with other programs, prompting 
some in the Pentagon to conclude that a clause intended to 

save money was actually costing billions of dollars. So now, 
even though there is little evidence to suggest that commercial 
designation was the primary or only cause of cost overruns, 
DoD is proposing to Congress that “of a type” be dropped 
from commercial solicitations, with waivers to be granted on a 
case-by-case basis. 

Contractors oppose the change, arguing it will dissuade 
commercial firms from working with DoD while hurting 
contractors who rely on modified commercial parts to cut 
program costs. 

They’re right. 
The problem isn’t with the regulation, which, when 

applied correctly, can and has saved the government money. 
Rather, it’s that the rule has been misapplied to fill needs that 
should have been satisfied through more traditional ground-up 
approaches. There’s no point in adopting a commercial 
product if it needs extensive modification to meet a given 
requirement. At that point, it’s better to ask industry to 
develop a product that meets unique needs. 

The solution here is in improving how DoD defines what 
it really needs and how best to acquire it. 

To do that, the acquisition corps must improve its skills in 
program management, cost estimation and cost comparison to 
allow it to better manage dissimilar competitions among 
commercial, modified commercial and traditional acquisition 
approaches. 

The Pentagon also must develop military requirements in 
close coordination with acquisition professionals and 
commercial and military industry to prevent costly 
technological overreach or wasteful duplication of effort. 

Many factors drive cost overruns. Thoughtful reform 
shouldn’t limit DoD’s ability to get the best that commercial 
industry has to offer. 

Return to Index 
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On This Day In The Navy: 
1943: In Battle in Empress Augusta Bay, U.S. cruisers and destroyers turn back Japanese forces trying to attack transports off 
Bougainville, Solomons. 
 

TOP STORIES: 
1. Grabs For Power Behind Plan To Shrink Elite Circle 
(NEW YORK TIMES 02 NOV 12) ... Edward Wong and Jonathan Ansfield 

BEIJING — To outside observers, the move may appear to be little more than bureaucratic reshuffling: trim two seats from the 
nine-member body that governs China by consensus at the pinnacle of the Communist Party. 

 
2. Pentagon Sends Marines, Planeloads Of Gear To Northeast 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 01 NOV 12) ... Gopal Ratnam and Tony Capaccio 

The Pentagon deployed military equipment and personnel, including about 300 Marines and Sailors and 17 planeloads of power 
equipment, in an expanding effort to help New Jersey and nearby states recover from superstorm Sandy. 

 
3. Navy CNO Sees Expanded Reach Within Next Decade 
(DEFENSE DAILY 02 NOV 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

Chief of Naval Operations Adm. Jonathan Greenert anticipates that the Navy’s reach will grow in the decade ahead as new 
capabilities make their way into the fleet and through the deployment of unmanned systems. 

 

ASIA – PACIFIC: 
4. U.S. Navy Joins Island Disaster Drill 
(KYODO NEWS 02 NOV 12) 

Remote Kozu Island, which is administered by Tokyo, held its first comprehensive disaster drills since March 2011 on Thursday, 
in preparation for a major earthquake. 

 
5. Japan Protests Another U.S. Troop-Related Incident 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 02 NOV 12) ... Eric Talmadge 

TOKYO — A U.S. airman is suspected of assaulting a young boy Friday on the southern Japanese island of Okinawa, authorities 
said. The incident comes just two weeks after a curfew was imposed on all 52,000 U.S. troops in Japan over the arrest of two Navy 
Sailors for allegedly raping a local woman. 

 
6. China's New Stealth Fighter Could Impact U.S. Planning 
(DEFENSE DAILY 02 NOV 12) ... Emelie Rutherford 

Reports that China’s second stealth fighter made it first test flight will likely impact U.S. military planning for the Asia-Pacific 
region, an analyst said. 

 
7. Pentagon Plans Strategic Landpower Office Stand Up 
(DOD BUZZ 01 NOV 12) ... Michael Hoffman 

Army Chief of Staff Gen. Ray Odierno announced Thursday that Army, Marine Corps and Special Operations Command officials 
are working together to stand up the Office of Strategic Landpower to evaluate how the U.S. military’s ground forces will transition 
within the new defense strategy and the pivot to the Pacific. 
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MIDEAST: 
8. China Presents A Four-Point Proposal For Resolving The Civil War In Syria 
(NEW YORK TIMES 02 NOV 12) ... Neil MacFarquhar 

BEIRUT, Lebanon — China unveiled a vague four-point peace plan for Syria on Thursday that called for a cease-fire in stages 
and a political transition to end the conflict. 

 
9. Winter Is Coming 
Tens of thousands of Syrian refugees are living in dire conditions, and the aid the world is providing is 
nowhere near enough. 
(FOREIGN POLICY 01 NOV 12) ... David Kenner 

CAIRO — Even as the United States picks up from the wreckage left in the wake of Hurricane Sandy, Mother Nature has a much 
larger humanitarian disaster in store for Syria -- and aid workers are scrambling to contain the damage. 

 
10. Washington Eases Rules On Medical Sales To Iran 
(LOS ANGELES TIMES 02 NOV 12) ... Paul Richter 

WASHINGTON -- The Obama administration has quietly eased restrictions on the sale of medicine to Iran amid signs that 
concern over the suffering of ordinary citizens could complicate an international campaign to punish Iran for its disputed nuclear 
program. 

 
11. Breaking Bad: The Iranian Edition 
Trafficking in meth and other drugs soars as sanctions take a bigger bite 
(WASHINGTON POST 02 NOV 12) ... Joby Warrick 

TURKAN, Azerbaijan — Even as Western sanctions ravage their economy, some Iranians are reaping a cash harvest from an 
unexpected source: a booming illicit drug industry that law enforcement officials say is producing record quantities of a powerful 
synthetic drug. 

 
12. PM On Standby To Send Warplanes To Gulf As Iranian Tensions Rise 
Cameron weighs use of jets amid fears move could inflame situation 
(LONDON INDEPENDENT (UK) 02 NOV 12) ... Kim Sengupta 

Britain is considering stationing warplanes in the Persian Gulf as the confrontation with Iran over its nuclear programme 
continues amid rising tension in the region, The Independent has learnt. 

 

AFRICA: 
13. C.I.A. Played Major Role Fighting Militants In Libya Attack 
(NEW YORK TIMES 02 NOV 12) ... Eric Schmitt 

WASHINGTON — Security officers from the C.I.A. played a pivotal role in combating militants who attacked the American 
diplomatic mission in Benghazi, Libya, on Sept. 11, deploying a rescue party from a secret base in the city, sending reinforcements 
from Tripoli, and organizing an armed Libyan military convoy to escort the surviving Americans to hastily chartered planes that 
whisked them out of the country, senior intelligence officials said Thursday. 

 
14. DOD Expands Intelligence Cooperation In Africa 
(THE HILL 01 NOV 12) ... Carlo Muñoz 

A slew of American-trained African intelligence operatives are using the lessons learned from their U.S. counterparts to combat 
the growing presence of terrorist groups, such as al Qaeda, on the continent. 

 

AMERICAS: 
15. Keeping Up A Routine Aboard The USS Underwood 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 01 NOV 12) ... Dario Lopez 

ABOARD THE USS UNDERWOOD — The crew of the USS Underwood is waiting. 
 

ALLIED NAVIES: 
16. Hammond: Keep Both Carriers In Royal Navy Service 
(DEFENSE NEWS 01 NOV 12) ... Andrew Chuter 

LONDON — British Defence Secretary Philip Hammond has thrown his weight behind the Royal Navy operating both of the 
new aircraft carriers once the new Queen Elizabeth class warships enter service starting late this decade. 
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SECNAV: 
17. Secretary Of The U.S. Navy Speaks About Leadership 
(UNC DAILY TAR HEEL 02 NOV 12) ... Megan Cassella 

After a whirlwind tour that took him around the world in eight days, the Secretary of the U.S. Navy found himself in Chapel Hill 
Thursday. 

 

CNO: 
18. Steelers’ Fan Admiral Greenert To Be Honored At Game 
(PITTSBURGH STEELERS BLOG 01 NOV 12) ... Teresa Varley 

Steelers’ Nation is far reaching, with many of the team’s biggest fans being those who serve in the military. Among those fans is 
Admiral Jonathan W. Greenert, the Chief of U.S. Naval Operations. 

 

SEXUAL ASSAULT: 
19. Military Has Not Solved Problem Of Sexual Assault, Women Say 
(NEW YORK TIMES 02 NOV 12) ... James Risen 

WASHINGTON — Jennifer Smith, an Air Force technical sergeant, walked into the office of a senior officer at Kunsan Air Base 
in South Korea with an armful of paperwork. Instead of signing the documents, she said, he insisted that she sit down. “He said to me, 
‘It’s Friday afternoon, why don’t you take off your blouse and get comfortable?’ ” Sergeant Smith recalled. 

 

PERSONNEL: 
20. Think Tank Recommends Big Benefits Cuts 
(NAVY TIMES 01 NOV 12) ... Rick Maze 

A new report by a liberal-leaning think tank recommends a dramatic overhaul of military pay, retirement and health care benefits 
as part of a $1 trillion cut in defense spending over 10 years. 

 
21. Skipper Of Harpers Ferry injured 
Ship's commanding officer replaced after motorcycle accident 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 01 NOV 12) ... Jeanette Steele 

The commanding officer of the Navy amphibious ship Harpers Ferry has been replaced after he was injured in a motorcycle crash 
Tuesday. 

 

USS ENTERPRISE: 
22. Big E Begins Final Leg Of Last Deployment 
(NEWPORT NEWS DAILY PRESS 01 NOV 12) ... Hugh Lessig 

JACKSONVILLE, Fla -- Neither Don Thiry nor Joe Owens will be in Florida on Friday morning to see the aircraft carrier USS 
Enterprise begin the final leg of a journey that has lasted 51 years. 

 

ENERGY: 
23. EcO-Warriors: The Next Wave 
The Pentagon's plans to meet 25 per cent of its energy demands from renewables by 2025 could send benefits 
rippling throughout society 
(EQUITIES.COM 01 NOV 12) 

If the U.S. military were a country, it would be the 35th biggest consumer of oil in the world: its daily demand for nearly 45 
million litres of crude is larger than Sweden's national consumption. 

 

NAVAL ACADEMY: 
24. With Lasers On Their Way, Naval Academy Preps Mids 
(ANNAPOLIS CAPITAL GAZETTE 01 NOV 12) ... Alex Jackson 

They don’t go “pew-pew” and won’t replace guns, but laser guns are coming soon to Navy ships. 
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VOTING: 
25. Military Voters In Middle Of Political Tug-Of-War 
Military voters make fine rope in political tugs-of-war 
(MILITARY UPDATE 01 NOV 12) ... Tom Philpott 

There's fresh data to indicate far fewer military personnel and dependents are using absentee ballots to vote this year than did in 
2008. 

 

COMMENTARY: 
26. China’s Island Strategy: “Redefine The Status Quo” 
(THE DIPLOMAT 01 NOV 12) ... M. Taylor Fravel 

The most striking feature of China’s behavior in its maritime disputes this year has been efforts to redefine the status quo. In its 
disputes with the Philippines and Japan, China has used the presence of its civilian maritime law enforcement agencies to create new 
facts on the water to strengthen China’s sovereignty claims. 

 
27. Trouble For Tokyo: Japan’s Foreign Policy Challenges 
(THE DIPLOMAT 02 NOV 12) ... J. Berkshire Miller 

Faced with a rising China, Russia's 'pivot' to Asia, and challenges with North and South Korea, Japan may need to reboot its 
Foreign Policy. 

 
28. South Korean Navy: “To The Sea, To The World” 
(COUNCIL ON FOREIGN RELATIONS 01 NOV 12) ... Terence Roehrig 

The Republic of Korea (ROK) Navy welcomes visitors to its website with the headline, “To the Sea, To the World.” Over the past 
two decades, South Korea has been building an ocean-going, blue water navy that is capable of extended operations in waters beyond 
the peninsula. After the sinking of the Cheonan, the Navy scaled back plans to build a blue water navy to focus attention on more 
immediate defense needs around the peninsula. 

 
29. Vietnam’s Undersea Anti-Access Fleet 
(THE DIPLOMAT 01 NOV 12) ... James R. Holmes 

If nothing else, this series on access denial shows that anti-access strategy comes in many varieties. Vietnam too is pursuing such 
a strategy, founded on a squadron of six Kilo-class submarines Russia is building for the Vietnam People’s Navy under a contract 
inked in 2009. 

 
30. Arms Sales, Politics And “Frankenforces” 
(THE DIPLOMAT 01 NOV 12) ... Dr. Robert Farley 

One of the many ways in which the East Asian balance of power does not resemble the “classic” Cold War is in the structure of 
the arms trade. 

 
31. The Price Of Abandoning Afghanistan 
(WASHINGTON POST 02 NOV 12) ... Hussain Haqqani 

American foreign policy is not making enough of an effort to contain Islamist extremism, and the consequences are likely to roil 
not only Afghanistan and Pakistan but, eventually, the wider region and beyond. 

 
32. Drone War 
The covert campaign against U.S. enemies should be brought out of the shadows. 
(WASHINGTON POST 02 NOV 12) ... Editorial Board 

It’s been 10 years since the first strike by an armed U.S. drone killed an al-Qaeda leader and five associates in Yemen. Since then, 
according to unofficial counts, there have been more than 400 “targeted killing” drone attacks in Pakistan, Yemen and Somalia — 
countries where the United States is not fighting a conventional war. About 3,000 people have been killed, including scores — maybe 
hundreds — of civilians. And though the United States is winding down its military mission in Afghanistan, the Obama 
administration, as The Post’s Greg Miller reported last week, “expects to continue adding names to kill or capture lists for years.” 

 
 

 
  



 5

TOP STORIES: 
1. Grabs For Power Behind Plan To Shrink Elite Circle 
(NEW YORK TIMES 02 NOV 12) ... Edward Wong and Jonathan Ansfield 

BEIJING — To outside observers, the move may appear 
to be little more than bureaucratic reshuffling: trim two seats 
from the nine-member body that governs China by consensus 
at the pinnacle of the Communist Party. 

But the proposal by Chinese leaders to downsize the 
body, the Politburo Standing Committee, offers one of the 
clearest windows available into the priorities of the party and 
the mechanics of power-sharing and factional struggles as the 
leadership transition nears its climax at a weeklong congress 
scheduled to open Nov. 8. 

The deliberations have taken place in private, in guarded 
compounds in Beijing and beachside villas east of the capital, 
but interviews with political insiders paint a portrait of party 
leaders pushing the change to maximize their holds on power 
while trying to steer the top echelons of the party away from 
the sclerosis and cronyism that has set in as more interests 
have become represented at the top. 

Party insiders and political analysts say party leaders, 
including Hu Jintao, the current party chief and president, and 
Xi Jinping, his designated successor, are at the moment 
sticking to an earlier decision to shrink the committee to seven 
seats, which was the number before 2002, when the committee 
was expanded in last-minute deal-making before that year’s 
party congress. 

“All the signs and information indicate that this time the 
standing committee will have seven members,” said Chen 
Ziming, a well-connected political commentator in Beijing 
who was imprisoned after the 1989 pro-democracy protests. “I 
think the goal is to increase the efficiency and unity at the top 
level. Everything is decided in meetings, and with fewer 
people it’s easier to reach decisions.” 

The committee is a group of aging men with dyed hair 
and dark suits who make all major decisions about the 
economy, foreign policy and other issues. Their meetings are 
not publicized in the state news media. The party chief often 
presides, but they operate by consensus, which means 
decisions are generally made only when the members reach 
agreement. 

They also must solicit the input of retired members, now 
more than a dozen, who at times exert considerable influence, 
most of all Mr. Hu’s 86-year-old predecessor, Jiang Zemin. 
Mr. Jiang and other elders are deeply engaged in the backstage 
negotiations to appoint the next generation of leaders. 

Members of the committee represent different patronage 
networks and hold different portfolios — security, 
propaganda, the economy and so on — which can result in 
competing interests. Business lobbies are represented 
informally on the committee, and the members often have 
longstanding ties to China’s powerful state-owned enterprises; 
for example, the current chief of domestic security, Zhou 
Yongkang, once managed a state-owned oil company and is 
known to be a defender of the oil industry. 

“Each of the nine wants to protect his patch,” said a 
political analyst connected to central party officials. 

Alice L. Miller, a scholar of Chinese politics at the 
Hoover Institution, said at a recent talk in Washington that a 
shrinking of the committee represents an attempt by the party 
to address shortcomings. “The most compelling one is that 

there seems to be a trend in policy stagnation,” she said, “an 
inability to arrive at decisions collectively within the standing 
committee that I think shows up in a number of different 
ways.” 

Yet the move to trim the committee, many experts argue, 
has exacerbated factional wrangling over its incoming 
membership. Mr. Xi and Li Keqiang, pegged to be the next 
prime minister, are virtually guaranteed seats. Other favorites 
now are Zhang Dejiang, a vice prime minister and party 
secretary of Chongqing; Wang Qishan, another vice prime 
minister; Zhang Gaoli, party chief of Tianjin; and Liu 
Yunshan, director of the propaganda bureau. With that lineup, 
the remaining seat is expected to go to either Li Yuanchao, 
head of the Organization Department, or Yu Zhengsheng, 
party chief of Shanghai. Both had been strong contenders until 
recent weeks, when word spread that either could be excluded. 

The idea of shrinking the committee was first laid out in 
discussions in the summer of 2011, but it did not emerge as a 
plan until this year, said a central government media official 
with ties to “princeling” families from the Communist 
aristocracy of revolutionary leaders and their descendants. 

“The entire top echelon came to a unified viewpoint on 
this general direction, including former standing committee 
members,” he said. “The consensus was that greater unity and 
efficiency was needed at the top.” 

He and others said that the case of Bo Xilai, who was a 
controversial contender for a standing committee seat even 
before he was purged in a scandal last spring, also became a 
rationale for shrinking the body, in part to counter deepening 
divisions within the party. “If everyone was not singing a 
different tune, there’s no way that Bo Xilai could have 
emerged as he did,” said Li Weidong, another well-connected 
scholar. 

Another important factor was the feeling among many 
party officials that the security apparatus has grown too 
powerful, particularly in the past five years under Mr. Zhou. 
Some also contend that Mr. Bo, in turn, was Mr. Zhou’s 
preferred successor. 

As part of the contraction, the party commission post now 
occupied by Mr. Zhou would be downgraded from the 
standing committee to the Politburo level, with the portfolio 
expected to be given to a committee member with other 
responsibilities. The same could happen to the propaganda 
portfolio. 

Word that the body could be trimmed to seven members 
began to spread through party circles at around the time party 
authorities polled top officials and elders in May on their picks 
for the next committee. 

Mr. Xi and Mr. Hu may both be pushing for the 
downsizing of the committee, but they have different interests 
in mind, say party insiders. A smaller committee could, at 
least in theory, give either man more leverage and authority. 
And either could be better positioned to maneuver their allies 
and protégés into top seats at the next congress five years from 
now, halfway through Mr. Xi’s likely decade-long tenure, 
when several members of the committee would be expected to 
retire. 
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Mr. Hu’s power appears to have been hampered in the 
past decade by the fact that the committee was heavy with 
leaders who owe their promotions to his predecessor Mr. 
Jiang, Mr. Xi among them. Many party insiders blame 
factional tensions for contributing to Mr. Hu’s rigid aversion 
to promoting bold policies. Many of the current favorites for 
the standing committee are seen as protégés of Mr. Jiang, as 
well as likely allies of Mr. Xi. 

Despite China’s economic growth of the past decade, 
there is now a strong sense among policy makers and 
intellectuals that the nation lost an opportunity to strengthen 
its economy and reinvigorate its political system. Mr. Xi is 
hearing a chorus of calls from policy advisers, academics and 
economists to rekindle the kind of liberalization that 
languished under Mr. Hu. But if he were to pursue that, he 
would confront an enormous challenge in forging consensus 
among elders, peers and other powerful interests. 

Before Mr. Hu ascended to party chief in late 2002, he 
favored a seven-member committee, but he and Mr. Jiang 
failed to agree on the lineup. That resulted in Mr. Hu having to 
settle for a nine-member committee stacked with more of Mr. 
Jiang’s allies, said Mr. Chen, the political analyst. 

Before that, committee seats had generally ranged from 5 
to 7, though it reached 11 in 1966. Personal power struggles 
have played decisive roles before in determining the 
committee size. In 1987, party leaders had agreed to expand 
the committee to seven from five. But the top leader, Deng 
Xiaoping, was forced to scrap the plan after conservative 
elders sprang last-minute objections to two committee 
candidates, according to an account in a memoir by Zhao 
Ziyang, the party chief ousted in 1989. 

The plan to shrink the committee this year could still 
founder if leaders fail to agree on who should be promoted to 
a smaller body. The end result could be a retention of the nine-
member committee to accommodate all the interests. 

Return to Index 
 

2. Pentagon Sends Marines, Planeloads Of Gear To Northeast 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 01 NOV 12) ... Gopal Ratnam and Tony Capaccio 

The Pentagon deployed military equipment and 
personnel, including about 300 Marines and Sailors and 17 
planeloads of power equipment, in an expanding effort to help 
New Jersey and nearby states recover from superstorm Sandy. 

Military transport planes with more than 600 tons of 
power- restoration equipment, vehicles and crew from 
Southern California were being sent to the northeast, Pentagon 
spokesman George Little said today. Marines and Sailors from 
Camp Lejeune in North Carolina also were being deployed to 
the region, the Marine Corps said in an e-mailed statement. 

Almost 4.5 million customers remained without power as 
of 2 p.m. New York time in blackouts that extended from 
South Carolina to Maine and as far west as Michigan, 
according to the U.S. Energy Department. More than 1.7 
million homes and businesses in New Jersey, or 43 percent of 
customers, still had no power. The storm made landfall near 
Atlantic City as a post- tropical cyclone on Oct. 29. 

The power-restoration assistance includes 62 trucks and 
10 civilian experts from Edison International (EIX)’s Southern 
California Edison at the request of the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency, Little told reporters. 

The aid was on board five C-5 and 12 C-17 transport 
planes that began arriving today at the Stewart Air National 
Guard base in Newburgh, New York. 

Among supplies were 10 double-bucket trucks, a flatbed 
digger, eight so-called trouble trucks, a mobile command 
center and several pickup trucks, Little said. Separately, the 
military has sent power generators and water pumps to the 
affected area, he said. 

Amphibious Ships 
The Navy has dispatched three large-deck amphibious 

ships to waters off New York and New Jersey. The USS 
Wasp, USS San Antonio and USS Carter Hall were sent 
“northward for potential use in the event of a request by 

FEMA,” Little said. “It’s a precautionary measure that we 
believe is prudent.” 

The Navy hasn’t yet received any assignment from 
FEMA for the ships, according to Little. 

The Wasp arrived off New York City today and the other 
two ships were due tomorrow. MH-53 heavy-lift helicopters 
will fly onto the Wasp and join MH-60 choppers already on-
board, Lieutenant Colonel Tom Crosson, a Pentagon 
spokesman, said in an e-mailed statement 

The Marines from the 26th Marine Expeditionary Unit, 
based at Camp Lejeune, North Carolina, will be deployed 
onboard the Wasp and will be capable of “providing 
generators, fuel, clean water, and a substantial helicopter lift 
capacity to aid in disaster relief efforts,” the Marine Corps said 
in a statement. 

Helicopters, Swimmers 
The San Antonio will come equipped with MH-60 

helicopters and rescue swimmers awaiting deployment orders, 
Crosson said. 

The military also is providing 120 high-flow water pumps 
and more than 400 personnel to the region to drain 
floodwaters, Crosson said, a mission the Pentagon calls “un-
watering.” 

Defense Secretary Leon Panetta also ordered three ships 
from the National Defense Reserve Fleet to provide temporary 
housing for emergency personnel, according to Crosson. 

In addition, National Guard spokesman Rick Breitenfeldt 
said in an e-mail that more than 220 Air Guard and Army 
Guard helicopters and 50 fixed-wing aircraft are available for 
search and rescue, reconnaissance and cargo missions. 

A combined Task Force with 41 soldiers from four states 
that arrived last night and is located at Joint Base McGuire- 
Dix-Lakehurst in New Jersey is equipped with two CH-47 
Chinook helicopters and six UH-60 Black Hawks, he said. 

Return to Index 
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3. Navy CNO Sees Expanded Reach Within Next Decade 
(DEFENSE DAILY 02 NOV 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

Chief of Naval Operations Adm. Jonathan Greenert 
anticipates that the Navy’s reach will grow in the decade 
ahead as new capabilities make their way into the fleet and 
through the deployment of unmanned systems. 

In his position report released this week, Greenert 
outlined his vision for the Navy in the next 10 to 15 years that 
includes the use and continuous development of new 
technologies to counter evolving threats to assure maritime 
access. 

“The reach and effectiveness of ships and aircraft will be 
greatly expanded through new and updated weapons, 
unmanned systems, sensors, and increased power,” the 
admiral said. 

The Pentagon has identified the proliferation of weapons 
and technology in the hands of potential adversaries as a top 
threat allowing them to engage in Anti-Access Area Denial 
(A2AD), and has touted the employment of unmanned 
systems as a key way to address the A2AD threat. 

Greenert said the Air-Sea Battle concept will be 
implemented. Air Sea Battle calls for the battlefield 
coordination all platforms, sensors, and cyber and jamming 

capabilities in responding to or taking out a threat, and has 
been developed as Navy and Air Force doctrine over the last 
few years. 

“Unmanned systems in the air and water will employ 
greater autonomy and be fully integrated with their manned 
counterparts,” Greenert said. Air-Sea Battle is widely believed 
to be geared toward China, but Pentagon officials have 
insisted it is not designed for any specific country. 

The Navy currently has several major unmanned 
programs under way, including the Broad Area Maritime 
Surveillance (BAMS) program. The Navy has already 
deployed BAMS demonstrator unmanned aerial vehicles more 
commonly known as Global Hawk, the Air Force version. 

The Navy’s program of record calls for 68 BAMS 
aircraft. Northrop Grumman is the prime contractor for 
BAMS. 

The Navy is also developing a carrier unmanned aircraft 
under its Unmanned Combat Air System Demonstration 
(UCAS-D) program, which is the precursor to the follow-on 
program known as Unmanned Carrier Launched Surveillance 
and Strike (UCLASS). 

Return to Index 
 
 

ASIA – PACIFIC: 
4. U.S. Navy Joins Island Disaster Drill 
(KYODO NEWS 02 NOV 12) 

Remote Kozu Island, which is administered by Tokyo, 
held its first comprehensive disaster drills since March 2011 
on Thursday, in preparation for a major earthquake. 

For the first time the U.S. Navy in Japan joined a remote-
island disaster exercise regularly conducted by the Tokyo 
Metropolitan Government, the Japan Coast Guard and the 
Self-Defense Forces. 

The scenario for the drills assumed the island, roughly 
180 km south of central Tokyo, would be hit by 25-meter 
tsunami following a magnitude 9.1 quake in the Nankai 
Trough off central and western Japan, with the first, 1-meter 
wave arriving in 11 minutes. 

The U.S. Navy transported relief supplies by ship and 
helicopter. Rescue squads of the Ground Self-Defense Force, 
the Metropolitan Police Department and the Tokyo Fire 
Department were also transported by helicopter. 

Word of a major disaster was announced over the 
community's wireless system. The participants, more than 
1,000 Kozu islanders and others, including high school 

students acting as tourists, evacuated on foot to an elementary 
school on high ground. 

Kinuko Fujii, 74, said it took her 13 minutes to reach the 
evacuation site. 

"I couldn't run. My legs got weak and I failed to reach the 
site by the time of the first tsunami," she said. "If a major 
earthquake actually occurs, I might be too upset, unable to 
move." 

The village of Kozu previously projected a maximum 
tsunami height of 6 meters with the first wave reaching the 
island in 15 minutes, but revised this assumption based on the 
Cabinet Office's new estimate, announced in August, of 
damage from a Nankai Trough quake. 

The metro government stages drills on isolated islands 
every two years. 

Meanwhile, in Takamatsu, Kagawa Prefecture, Shikoku 
Electric Power Co. conducted joint disaster exercises 
Thursday with Chugoku Electric Power Co. to restore a power 
distribution facility, assuming the facility had been damaged 
in a massive quake and tsunami. 

Return to Index 
 

5. Japan Protests Another U.S. Troop-Related Incident 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 02 NOV 12) ... Eric Talmadge 

TOKYO — A U.S. airman is suspected of assaulting a 
young boy Friday on the southern Japanese island of Okinawa, 
authorities said. The incident comes just two weeks after a 
curfew was imposed on all 52,000 U.S. troops in Japan over 
the arrest of two Navy Sailors for allegedly raping a local 
woman. 

Authorities on Okinawa said the 24-year-old airman was 
suspected of entering an apartment and punching the 13-year-
old boy before breaking a TV set and trying to escape through 
a third-floor window. The airman - whose name has not been 
released - fell and was taken to a military hospital. 

Japan's Foreign Ministry said the government had lodged 
a formal complaint with U.S. Ambassador John Roos. 
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"This is unforgivable," Defense Minister Satoshi 
Morimoto told reporters. 

Military-related crime is an emotional issue on Okinawa, 
and all U.S. troops in Japan were put under a curfew from 11 
p.m. to 5 a.m. after the Sailors were arrested for the alleged 
rape there on Oct. 16. Friday's incident is believed to have 
occurred at about 1 a.m. 

The airman reportedly had been drinking in a bar on the 
building's first floor. He was being treated on Kadena Air 
Base for possible broken bones and internal injuries, according 
to base officials. 

"It is extremely regrettable when an alleged incident like 
this occurs," said Col. Brian McDaniel, the vice commander of 
Kadena's 18th Wing. "We are fully cooperating with 
Okinawan authorities on this investigation to ensure justice is 
served." 

Local opposition to the U.S. bases over noise, safety and 
crime flared into mass protests after the 1995 rape of a 
schoolgirl by three American servicemen. The outcry 
eventually led to an agreement to close a major Marine 
airfield, but the plan has stalled for more than a decade over 
where a replacement facility should be located. 

More than half of all U.S. troops in Japan are stationed on 
Okinawa, and the recent incidents have further inflamed 
tensions and distrust. 

About 1,300 people held a protest earlier this week over 
the alleged October rape and the deployment of the Marine 
Corps' MV-22 Osprey to a base there. Many Okinawans 
believe the aircraft isn't safe to operate over their crowded 
cities. 

Return to Index 
 

6. China's New Stealth Fighter Could Impact U.S. Planning 
(DEFENSE DAILY 02 NOV 12) ... Emelie Rutherford 

Reports that China’s second stealth fighter made it first 
test flight will likely impact U.S. military planning for the 
Asia-Pacific region, an analyst said. 

The Chinese military's Shenyang J-31 is a mid-sized 
fighter jet that is lighter than--and seen as a complement to--
the communist nation’s Chengdu J-20 aircraft. The J-31 took 
off Wednesday morning and landed 11 minutes later in 
Liaoning Province, a witness reportedly told China’s state-run 
Global Times newspaper. Additional new outlets said they 
confirmed the report when more witnesses described the test 
flight and shared photos of it. 

U.S. aerospace experts have noted similarities they see 
between the J-31, developed by the Aviation Industry 
Corporation of China, and the multi-nation F-35, which U.S. 
defense contractor Lockheed Martin is building. 

China put its first aircraft carrier, a refurbished vessel it 
bought from Ukraine, into service in late September during a 
ceremony with top government officials. Some observers said 
the J-31 may be able to launch from an aircraft carrier. 

Unlike the J-20, the J-31 appears to be stealthy in all 
aspects, and that “potentially makes it more survivable in air-
to-air combat than any plane the U.S. Navy is currently 
operating,” defense consultant Loren Thompson said. 

“That has to have an impact on U.S. military planning for 
the region eventually,” said Thompson, chief operating officer 
at the Lexington Institute in Virginia. 

Thompson said the J-31 “looks like a real threat to U.S. 
air superiority in the Western Pacific.” That is expected to 
agitate those U.S. lawmakers who have been closely following 
news about the Asian nation’s growing military arsenal. 
Republicans on the House Armed Services Committee have 
been particularly vocal in their calls to halt planned cuts to 
U.S. defense spending because of China’s military buildup. 

The Pentagon, in its annual report on China’s growing 
arsenal, in May highlighted how China is continuing to invest 
in technologies designed to thwart other militaries’ access to 
the Asia-Pacific. 

China’s defense spending grew at an average annual rate 
of 13.4 percent from 2000 to 2011--greatly surpassing the 
growth seen in other Asian nations with substantial militaries, 
according to a report on defense spending in Asia released last 
month by the Center for Strategic and International Studies 
think tank. China’s officially stated defense budget for 2011 
was $89.9 billion. 

The Pentagon’s new strategic guidance, released by 
President Barack Obama in January, calls for strengthening 
the U.S. military presence in the Asia-Pacific region. Yet 
critics of President Barack Obama’s planned defense cuts--
along with additional “sequestration” budget cuts Obama 
opposes but played a role in creating--argue that lower-than-
planned levels of U.S. spending will prohibit the Pentagon 
from building enough ships to counter China’s growing 
arsenal. 

Return to Index 
 

7. Pentagon Plans Strategic Landpower Office Stand Up 
(DOD BUZZ 01 NOV 12) ... Michael Hoffman 

Army Chief of Staff Gen. Ray Odierno announced 
Thursday that Army, Marine Corps and Special Operations 
Command officials are working together to stand up the Office 
of Strategic Landpower to evaluate how the U.S. military’s 
ground forces will transition within the new defense strategy 
and the pivot to the Pacific. 

The Air Sea Battle concept has dominated discussions 
about the Defense Department’s transition from the wars in 
Iraq and Afghanistan to the Pacific. Air Sea Battle is a strategy 
in which the Pentagon can meld power projection assets such 

as a carrier group or long range bombers to influence a region 
without having a large footprint directly inside it. 

Led by the Air Force and Navy, national security leaders 
have made clear the two services will require additional forces 
to execute Air Sea Battle strategies. More importantly, Air Sea 
Battle is expected to carry additional influence when it comes 
time to divide the Pentagon’s budget. 

U.S. Army leaders did not hide their frustration with the 
lack of discussion of the Army’s role within Air Sea Battle — 
especially as 60,000 soldiers remain deployed to Afghanistan 
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— at the Association of the U.S. Army’s annual conference. In 
many ways, the Office of Strategic Landpower, sounds like 
the Army’s answer to Air Sea Battle. 

The office has not been established yet, but Odierno said 
he expects leaders inside the office to evaluate what roles 
ground forces will play in “future conflicts.” Odierno spoke 
Thursday at the Center for Strategic and International Studies, 
a Washington think tank. He warned those in attendance of the 
negative consequences if you “assume away the need for 
ground force capability.” 

“I think that’s a dangerous road for us to go down,” 
Odierno said. 

Army leaders made their case for the need for the Army 
within the new defense strategy saying “presence” wins wars. 

“Preventing conflict demands presence, shaping the 
environment demands presence, restoring the peace demands 
presence, and more often than not, that presence proudly 
wears the uniform of an American soldier,” Odierno said Oct. 
23. 

Army Secretary John McHugh said the Army holds key 
positions in the Air Sea Battle office. Deputy Defense 
Secretary Ash Carter confirmed that the Army will “have a 
major role in each of the tenets of the new [defense] strategy.” 

However, the Army remains nervous over its footing in 
the pivot to the Pacific, especially as Congress plans to 

continue cutting the defend budget. Although Odierno said it 
was justified after the Army experienced the greatest amount 
of growth over the past decade, the Army still absorbed more 
than half the cuts to the Pentagon’s 2013 budget. 

As Odierno explained at AUSA, he anticipates the Army 
must prepare to engage a range of threats across a wide 
spectrum to include “regular warfare, irregular warfare, 
terrorism, and criminality all combined together.” 

Like it did in Iraq and Afghanistan, the Army will work 
closely with the Marine Corps and Special Operations 
Command to engage those threats. 

The buzz word that circulates the halls of the Pentagon is 
“A2AD,” or anti-access anti-denial. It has been for the past 
two years since Air Sea Battle was stood up and Pentagon 
officials started to consider a military that wasn’t fighting two 
simultaneous wars in Iraq and Afghanistan. 

Army officers have explored how their service will 
execute A2AD scenarios. Odierno said the 18th Airborne 
Corps will focus on defining how the Army will operate in 
forcible entry missions. However, he made sure to emphasize 
that the Army holds a major role within those scenarios. 

“You can’t achieve, in my opinion, A2AD with just air 
and sea,” Odierno said. 

Return to Index 
 
 

MIDEAST: 
8. China Presents A Four-Point Proposal For Resolving The Civil War In Syria 
(NEW YORK TIMES 02 NOV 12) ... Neil MacFarquhar 

BEIRUT, Lebanon — China unveiled a vague four-point 
peace plan for Syria on Thursday that called for a cease-fire in 
stages and a political transition to end the conflict. 

The plan lacked crucial specific details, however, like 
what role President Bashar al-Assad of Syria would play in 
any transition. China has been one of his main international 
backers since the uprising started in March 2011. 

But the fact that China’s announcement came one day 
after the United States made it clear that the Syrian opposition 
needed new leadership underscored a subtle shift in 
international attitudes toward resolving the conflict. 

The Syrian government and the opposition have battled to 
a bloody stalemate after 20 months, at a cost of more than 
30,000 lives, and there is a sense that fresh diplomatic 
opportunities might change the dynamic. 

“There has been a generalized shift toward a recognition 
that developments on the ground have created space for new 
leaders, new organizational frameworks and new governance 
to emerge,” said Steven Heydemann of the United States 
Institute of Peace, who is working with the opposition on 
possible transition plans. 

Although the opposition has yet to gain lasting control 
over any significant city, Mr. Heydemann said that certain 
areas had fallen outside government control to the point that 
local leaders and councils had emerged as alternatives with 
which to carry on negotiations. 

The most recent attempt at a cease-fire during the four 
days of the Id al-Fitr holiday last weekend, which was 
negotiated by the international envoy, Lakhdar Brahimi, 

failed, and each side still believes it can fight its way to 
victory. 

But there have been subtle hints that alternate possibilities 
are not being rejected out of hand. 

In Syria, for example, a columnist in the state-controlled 
newspaper Al Thawra suggested on Wednesday that room 
exists for further efforts, while reiterating the government 
position that outside plots led to the cease-fire’s failure. It 
praised the Russian foreign minister, Sergey V. Lavrov, for 
saying at a recent news conference that he would speak to all 
political parties involved. 

“That is the first necessary step for anyone really and 
earnestly seeking a political solution,” the columnist, Assad 
Abboud, wrote. “Sanctions, boycotts, and laying siege to one 
party in an attempt to strengthen another leave no objective 
chance for political action that seeks a solution.” 

There is also public opinion to take into account. Activists 
note that the Syrian public is exhausted by the conflict, and 
increasingly annoyed by fighters on both sides. 

“People inside want any solution; they want security,” 
said Rami, a young activist in Beirut who would be identified 
only by one name out of concern for his safety. “No one can 
stand the pressure anymore.” 

“If we want to be honest, we’re waiting for a truce, we 
want to negotiate for him to leave,” he added, referring to 
President Assad. 

China has long stood behind Moscow in supporting 
Damascus, also vetoing three Security Council resolutions 
meant to address the conflict. 
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But Mr. Brahimi, the envoy, has insisted that for 
negotiations on a political solution to move forward, he needs 
the backing of a unified Security Council. The Chinese 
proposal seemed intended to address that condition. 

The Chinese Foreign Ministry proposal began with an 
expression of support for Mr. Brahimi. It called for 
humanitarian aid for refugees from the conflict without regard 
for political or military demands. 

A cease-fire should be carried out “by district and in 
stages,” the proposal said without elaborating, with the final 
goal an end to all fighting. Government institutions, it said, 
should continue to function, while the parties to the conflict 
identify members of negotiating bodies to participate in the 
transition process. 

“For China to bring up this proposal now is to bring the 
global community together, cooperate with Brahimi’s 

mediation efforts and push on the political resolution process 
and realize the cease-fire as soon as possible,” Hong Lei, the 
spokesman for the Foreign Ministry, told reporters. 

But diplomats who had seen the proposal said it left out as 
much as it contained. It did not address the utter failure of the 
last cease-fire, for example, nor suggest any kind of timetable. 

All five permanent members of the Security Council 
signed off on an agreement in Geneva last June that they 
would try to achieve a peaceful political transition in Syria. 
Mr. Brahimi is trying to add specifics to the bare bones of that 
plan. 

He, too, is not working under any specific timetable. 
Having just visited Moscow and Beijing, he denied reports 
that he would present the Security Council with a more 
specific plan in the coming weeks. 

Return to Index 
 

9. Winter Is Coming 
Tens of thousands of Syrian refugees are living in dire conditions, and the aid the world is providing is 
nowhere near enough. 
(FOREIGN POLICY 01 NOV 12) ... David Kenner 

CAIRO — Even as the United States picks up from the 
wreckage left in the wake of Hurricane Sandy, Mother Nature 
has a much larger humanitarian disaster in store for Syria -- 
and aid workers are scrambling to contain the damage. 

Winter is approaching, threatening the millions of Syrians 
who have been displaced from their homes by the 19-month 
conflict. Temperatures are dropping fast: In the city of Aleppo, 
which has been ravaged by fierce guerrilla fighting since June, 
the average low in December is 39 degrees Fahrenheit; the 
average rainfall is 2.5 inches. That's about on par with the 
weather in Raleigh, North Carolina. Along the Turkish border, 
where an estimated 170,000 refugees are living, the conditions 
are even colder and wetter. 

"It is hard. We lack the donations to purchase the 
supplies, we lack the people on the ground to help us, and we 
lack safety while working," said Diana Rifai, a Syrian from 
the city of Homs working to provide aid to refugees in north 
Lebanon. "I am actually speechless. It makes me cry every 
time I discuss it with anyone." 

The latest report by the U.N. High Commissioner for 
Refugees (UNHCR) paints a picture of a rapidly expanding 
refugee population, and international organizations struggling 
to keep up with their growing needs. There are currently 
350,00 refugees registered in the countries bordering Syria, 
the UNHCR reports, and another 1.2 million people displaced 
from their homes inside the country. But those numbers are 
expected to grow dramatically in the months ahead: The 
refugee agency projects that the number of external Syrian 
refugees could double to 710,000 people by the end of the 
year. 

The UNHCR winterization plan promises to provide 
blankets, cooking stoves, hygiene kits, and direct financial 
assistance to refugees in need. But it only aims to provide 
resources to 500,000 displaced Syrians inside the country, and 
380,000 refugees in neighboring countries -- meaning that, 
even if it is fully funded, hundreds of thousands of Syrians 
will still not receive assistance. 

But at the moment, UNHCR is still a long way from fully 
funding its winterization plan. The refugee agency projects 

that its efforts will cost roughly $75 million. Of that total, only 
$13 million, or about 17 percent, has so far been received. 

"We're proceeding on the assumption that we're going to 
get this assistance. We're putting stuff in the pipeline," Ron 
Redmond, UNHCR's regional spokesman for Syria, says. 
"We're ordering the materials we need to winterize tents, we're 
doing cash assistance programs in Syria and elsewhere now, 
and we're hoping that we don't run out of money to complete 
this project." 

Activist networks and local residents have made up the 
difference as best they can. But Rifai, a volunteer for the 
organization Watan ("Nation"), a subgroup of the opposition 
Syrian National Council, says that ongoing clashes in the 
region have become a danger to aid workers. "Aid is not being 
given to most refugees and internally displaced people," she 
said. "It is devastating and so hard to keep up with this work 
because refugees are afraid to register, making it even more 
risky for us to work." 

Rifai drums up funds by appealing to local residents and 
spreading awareness on social media sites such as Twitter, 
Facebook and even Instagram. Watan then uses the donations 
to provide care packages for infants, purchase gas cooking 
stoves and canned food for the refugees, and providing 
anything else that help the refugees survive the winter -- even 
at times paying their rent. 

But money is always short. "Blankets are not cheap -- the 
good, thick ones are $12 to $13 each," Rifai said. 
"International organizations do not help us. We barely hear or 
see from the Red Cross or UNHCR." 

The Local Coordination Committees of Syria (LCCS), a 
network of activists inside the country, have also been critical 
to providing humanitarian assistance to those in need within 
Syria. Rafif Jouejati, a spokeswoman for the LCCS, says that 
the network has been delivering food baskets across the 
country, launching a blanket drive, and setting up field schools 
for children whose education has been halted by the civil war. 

According to Jouejati, the LCCS distributed nearly 3,000 
food baskets throughout Syria during September, including 
1,700 in northern Idlib Province and over 700 in Damascus 
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and its suburbs. In October, the Foundation to Restore 
Equality and Education in Syria (FREE-Syria), an aid 
organization that coordinates with the LCCS, also provided 
enough funds to supply 1,000 blankets, 1,000 food baskets, 
support for 6 orphans for half a year, and roughly $1,500 
worth of toys and gifts for the Islamic holiday of Eid al-Adha. 

The logistical difficulties of delivering aid, however, have 
constrained the number of people that the LCCS can reach. 
"Activists delivering [food baskets] are subject to detention 
and torture, or risk getting shot on the spot when caught, and 
the merchandise is easily stolen," Jouejati said. "Activists have 
had to establish supply routes ... bribe regime and other 
officials, and develop coordinated schedules with other 
activists to minimize danger and maximize the quantity of 
supplies they can deliver." 

In addition to the violence, bureaucratic challenges also 
hinder efforts to get aid to Syrian in need. Inside Syria, the 
United Nations rely on what it terms a "cluster approach," 
where each separate agency focuses on issues related to its 
area of expertise -- UNICEF concentrates on children's health, 
for example, while the World Food Programme provides food 
to Syrians in need. Redmond says that the aid organizations 
also work closely with the Syrian Arab Red Crescent (SARC), 
making use of its distribution networks to funnel assistance 
into the country. 

But some activists view the presence of the SARC, an 
organization tied to President Bashar al-Assad's regime, with 
skepticism. "SARC is a regime-controlled organization, so one 
never knows if one is dealing with a humanitarian or a regime 

plant," Jouejati said. "SARC has been able to deliver goods to 
hard-hit areas, but only at the whim of the regime." 

Nobody is denying that some SARC employees have 
provided invaluable assistance to stricken regions -- often at 
great risk to themselves. In January, the SARC's secretary-
general was shot and killed while driving along the highway 
connecting Aleppo and Damascus in a clearly marked Red 
Crescent vehicle. The government blamed an "armed terrorist 
group" for the crime, while the anti-Assad opposition blamed 
regime forces. 

However, activists view the top leadership of the SARC 
with suspicion, fearing that it is not giving anti-Assad areas of 
the country the same assistance as other regions. Much of the 
distrust centers on the aid organization's president, Abdul 
Rahman Attar, a Sunni businessman who rose to prominence 
under the Assad regime and a figure aid workers had long 
criticized for the level of control he exerted over international 
NGOs operating in Syria. 

"He's a big personality, and one of the richest, most 
powerful men in Syria and he doesn't want to lose control over 
NGOs to the [Foreign Ministry]" said an international aid 
worker in a 2009 State Department cable released by 
WikiLeaks. 

Activists' suspicions of the SARC, needless to say, are 
mirrored in the Assad regime's hostility toward aid groups 
connected with the opposition. It is yet another indication of 
how humanitarian efforts are at the mercy of Syria's poisonous 
politics: As the war grinds on, millions of people remain 
caught in the middle as winter approaches. 

David Kenner is an associate editor at Foreign Policy. 
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10. Washington Eases Rules On Medical Sales To Iran 
(LOS ANGELES TIMES 02 NOV 12) ... Paul Richter 

WASHINGTON -- The Obama administration has quietly 
eased restrictions on the sale of medicine to Iran amid signs 
that concern over the suffering of ordinary citizens could 
complicate an international campaign to punish Iran for its 
disputed nuclear program. 

Though U.S. rules have always permitted American firms 
to sell medicine and medical supplies to Iran, exporters have 
been required to apply for special licenses. Last month, the 
Treasury Department changed the rules to provide what 
amounts to a "standing authorization" for sales of certain 
foods and medicines to ease the paperwork burden, a 
spokesman for the department's Office of Foreign Asset 
Control said. 

"The goal is not for the sanctions to obstruct this kind of 
trade," said the spokesman, who declined to be identified, 
according to his agency's policy. 

The rule change, first reported on the website Al-
Monitor.com, comes at a time when a propaganda battle seems 
to be shaping up between Iran and the West over whether 
ordinary Iranians are suffering under the sanctions. The U.S. 
and European sanctions were sharply tightened last summer, 
cutting Iran's oil exports in half, weakening its currency and 
restricting imports. 

Iran's state-run news media have been stepping up a 
campaign to blame the West for privations and especially for 
harming ailing Iranians. 

It has been quoting physicians, academics and charity 
officials about growing difficulty in obtaining medicines and 
medical supplies because of complications surrounding the 
purchase of foreign goods. The sanctions have depleted Iran's 
foreign currency holdings and made many international 
financial institutions wary of financing exports to Iran. 

Fatemeh Hashemi, head of the Charity Foundation for 
Special Diseases, a nongovernmental organization supporting 
6 million patients in Iran, has been widely quoted in the 
Iranian and European news media as saying that the sanctions 
have made it difficult to find medicines for such diseases as 
hemophilia, cancer and multiple sclerosis. 

In comments to the Iranian website Tabnak, she said 
Iranians with these illnesses were suffering "all because of 
sanctions against banks or problems with transferring foreign 
currency." 

Hashemi wrote U.N. Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon 
asking him to intervene on behalf of Iranian patients who were 
having their "basic human rights" taken away by the sanctions. 
She found a sympathetic ear. 

Ban said in a subsequent U.N. report that sanctions were, 
in fact, taking a toll on humanitarian operations in the country. 

"Even companies that have obtained the requisite license 
to import food and medicine are facing difficulties in finding 
third-country banks to process the transactions," he wrote. 

Ismail Salami, an Iranian academic, wrote last week in the 
Russian newspaper Pravda, "The bitter question is: Is the West 
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taking sadistic pleasure in incurring genocidal deaths, or does 
the West naively believe that they are achieving their fiendish 
goals in the Muslim country?" 

U.S. officials have recently shown a new sensitivity to the 
issue. After emphasizing for much of this year their desire to 
impose "crippling" sanctions to force the Iranian regime to 
agree to curbs on its nuclear program, this fall officials began 
emphasizing their reluctance to harm the Iranian public. 

"No one likes sanctions," a senior administration official 
told reporters in September. "We understand that sanctions 
sometimes not only hurt countries, but have an effect on 
people's day-to-day lives.... But we believe it is necessary for 
Iran to understand that there are consequences to their not 
addressing the concerns of the international community." 

Some U.S. officials have expressed doubts about the 
extent to which the sanctions are responsible for difficulties in 

the Iranian healthcare system. They note that Iran continues to 
pay for an expanding nuclear program and for military support 
for Syria, which faces a growing internal conflict. 

U.S. officials also have said that Iran's economic travails 
are partly the result of gross mismanagement. 

Analysts, however, noted that an outcry over the 
humanitarian effects could hurt the sanctions effort in several 
ways, including by making world powers more reluctant to 
continue with the strictures and by building support for a 
regime that has limited popular support in Iran. 

Observers speculate that the West's underlying worry is 
that concern over sanctions could become the kind of 
international issue that undermined support for the tough 
measures against Saddam Hussein's regime in the 1990s. 
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11. Breaking Bad: The Iranian Edition 
Trafficking in meth and other drugs soars as sanctions take a bigger bite 
(WASHINGTON POST 02 NOV 12) ... Joby Warrick 

TURKAN, Azerbaijan — Even as Western sanctions 
ravage their economy, some Iranians are reaping a cash 
harvest from an unexpected source: a booming illicit drug 
industry that law enforcement officials say is producing record 
quantities of a powerful synthetic drug. 

The surge in drug trafficking from a country with one of 
the world’s highest rates of opium addiction has alarmed 
police and intelligence officials from Europe to Southeast 
Asia, where authorities say they are witnessing a flood of 
high-quality methamphetamine of Iranian origin. 

Drug-related violence has spilled into the Caucasus. 
Regional officials say heavily armed drug gangs wage pitched 
battles with police and border guards, sometimes using 
weapons and military hardware taken from battlefields in 
Afghanistan and Iran. 

In Azerbaijan, Iran’s northern neighbor, naval patrols in 
the Caspian Sea are playing cat-and-mouse with Iranian 
smugglers who use modified speedboats. On land, captured 
Iranians have been found carrying U.S.-made night-vision 
goggles, and some have used bombs and armored vehicles to 
smash through checkpoints, Western and Middle Eastern 
officials say. 

Iran has acknowledged that the country faces a serious 
drug problem. Its officials point to slayings of hundreds of 
police personnel and border guards as evidence that Iran is a 
victim of increasingly violent criminal networks. Iranian 
officials enacted tougher drug laws last year as part of a 
crackdown that also led to the confiscation of more than three 
tons of methamphetamine and the execution of dozens of 
suspected drug dealers. 

“Meth and heroin dealers are now treated the same,” Brig. 
Gen. Ismail Ahmadi-Moghaddam, Iran’s national police chief, 
assured drug-enforcement officials from 11 countries who met 
at an Interpol conference this year in Tehran. 

But U.S. and Middle Eastern intelligence officials say 
Iran has paid far less attention to the flow of drugs out of the 
country than into it, often failing to cooperate with overseas 
counterparts attempting to track the flow. 

“Iran is a black hole,” said a senior U.S. law enforcement 
official familiar with drug trafficking in the region. 

At least some of the overseas routes are protected by 
Iran’s Quds Force, an elite unit of the Revolutionary Guard 
Corps with a long history of smuggling contraband, according 
to U.S. officials, several of whom spoke on the condition of 
anonymity to be able to discuss confidential assessments of 
Iran’s drug trade. The Quds Force is closely allied with 
Hezbollah, the Lebanon-based militant group with deep ties to 
drug trafficking around the world, including Latin America. 

“Both of these organizations are now heavily involved in 
the global drug trade,” Michael Braun, the former operations 
chief for the U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration, said at a 
congressional hearing in February. “Their participation in that 
effort presents them with myriad opportunities with which to 
build their terrorist and criminal capacity in the Western 
Hemisphere and elsewhere.” 

Iran is hardly the only country tied to the region’s drug 
trade. Huge profits from sales of narcotics and 
methamphetamine have attracted criminal gangs from Russia, 
Turkey and Central Asian states. 

But U.S. officials say Iranians are becoming dominant 
players, particularly when it comes to methamphetamine, the 
highly addictive synthetic stimulant. Iranian drug-makers are 
mass-producing a form of methamphetamine that is 
exceptionally pure — so refined that American drug agents 
say it is almost certainly made by professional chemists in 
pharmaceutical-grade laboratories. 

Some of the drugs are couriered out of Iran through the 
Caucasus, where weak governments and porous borders 
provide an easy route to the drug markets in Western Europe 
and beyond, counternarcotics officials and regional experts 
say. 

“The region could be the poster child for the nexus of 
crime and corruption,” said Richard Kauzlarich, a U.S. 
ambassador to Azerbaijan in the 1990s who is deputy director 
of the Terrorism, Transnational Crime and Corruption Center, 
a research center at George Mason University’s School of 
Public Policy. “Unfortunately, it’s a problem for which there 
is no short-term fix.” 
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'A Needle In A Haystack' 
For Azerbaijani security officials, the challenge is as plain 

as the blinking lights on the enormous radar screen in Turkan, 
where the headquarters for the main coast guard station on the 
Caspian Sea is based. Here, officers in green uniforms look for 
blips that might represent drug runners trying to sneak across 
the maritime border with Iran. 

Whenever an unidentified craft is spotted — often well 
after dark on moonless nights — coast guard patrols race to 
intercept the vessel before it can pull into one of the myriad 
coves and islands along the coast. 

Lately, the Iranian crews have shown remarkable 
resourcefulness in such skirmishes, said Maj. Gen. Farhad 
Tagi-zada, deputy chief of the country’s State Border Service. 

“The more we improve our techniques, the more they 
increase their sophistication,” Tagi-zada, a trim, mustachioed 
veteran of multiple scrapes with Iranian smugglers. “They are 
forever trying new methods to try to keep ahead.” 

Azerbaijan’s fleet of cutters and rapid-response boats, 
partly paid for by U.S. funds, have used a combination of 
technology and doggedness to make some major busts. Tagi-
zada is particularly proud of an arrest in August, when one of 
his ships caught up with a small Iranian vessel that had cut its 
engine to drift past the patrol in the inky darkness. 

“The smugglers claimed to be fishing, but it was obvious 
they were lying,” Tagi-zada recalled. 

After combing the boat and finding nothing, the officers 
decided to check the seabed beneath the vessel, convinced that 
the Iranians had tossed their contraband overboard. Divers 
searched for three days in 60-foot-deep water before finding 
nearly 25 pounds of heroin wrapped in cellophane, Tagi-zada 
said. 

“They were very surprised we had found the stuff in the 
sea,” he said of the three Iranians, who face trial on smuggling 
charges. “It truly was like finding a needle in a haystack.” 

Patrols along Azerbaijan’s land border with Iran have 
encountered drug gangs with enough firepower to fight a small 
war. At least seven border guards have been killed in fights 
with smugglers wielding assault rifles and grenades. 
Authorities said heavier weapons have been used by drug 
traffickers to punch holes through a wall built by Iran along its 
eastern border with Afghanistan. 

“There have been incidents of wall-breaching involving 
cars packed with explosives and even tanks,” said a senior 
security official with the Azerbaijani government, who spoke 

on the condition of anonymity to be able to discuss a problem 
that affects diplomatic relations with Iran. 

The official said Azerbaijan has notified U.S diplomats 
about seized military hardware, including what he called 
“extremely sophisticated night-vision goggles” that bear U.S. 
labels. 

“Clearly, these were stolen or they were abandoned or 
dropped,” the official said, “presumably by forces in Iraq or 
Afghanistan.” 

State Department officials declined to comment on the 
allegation. 

The Spread 
Privately, Azerbaijani officials complain about what they 

see as Iranian hypocrisy in the regional drug war. They accuse 
Iran’s leaders of making a show of executing drug traffickers 
at home while doing little to stop the flow of drugs across the 
border. 

Officially, the two countries are allies when it comes to 
drug smuggling, and their governments have worked together 
to shut down specific networks. 

Few such channels are available for the United States, 
which has no diplomatic relations with Iran. In recent months, 
federal law enforcement officials have watched Iranian drug 
networks expand to take on new products and markets. Of 
greatest concern, U.S. counternarcotics officials say, is the 
emergence of high-quality laboratories in Iran for producing 
methamphetamine. 

Because Iran’s base of indigenous meth users is relatively 
small, production of the drug appears to be aimed exclusively 
at foreign markets, said the senior U.S. law enforcement 
official who tracks the Middle Eastern drug trade. 

“They don’t have a market for it, so they’ve been 
shipping it to South Asia and, more recently, to Western 
countries,” said the official, who spoke on the condition of 
anonymity because he was not authorized to talk to the news 
media. “It is nearly 100 percent pure, and that is indicative of 
pharmacy involvement.” 

Only a few containers of Iranian meth have turned up in 
Western countries, the official said. U.S. officials fear that 
may change. 

“They already have the networks, and they’re good at 
moving stuff back and forth,” the official said. “Our biggest 
concern now is that they’re trying to open routes to the United 
States.” 
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12. PM On Standby To Send Warplanes To Gulf As Iranian Tensions Rise 
Cameron weighs use of jets amid fears move could inflame situation 
(LONDON INDEPENDENT (UK) 02 NOV 12) ... Kim Sengupta 

Britain is considering stationing warplanes in the Persian 
Gulf as the confrontation with Iran over its nuclear programme 
continues amid rising tension in the region, The Independent 
has learnt. 

The possible deployment of the Eurofighter Typhoons 
follows talks with the United Arab Emirates to bolster the 
UK's presence in the region at a time when Israel is 
threatening military strikes against Tehran, and much of the 
Middle East is in turbulence in the aftershock of the Arab 
Spring and Syria's civil war. 

The decision on whether to send the planes at such a 
volatile time will be made by David Cameron after further 
talks with the rulers of Dubai and Abu Dhabi, and an 
announcement is expected soon. 

The arrival of British aircraft is bound to fuel the Iranian 
sense of insecurity even if there are assurances that the move 
is not aimed at them. The Defence Secretary, Philip 
Hammond, said yesterday European nations must be prepared 
to "take a bigger role in relation to North Africa and the 
Middle East." Israel, whose Defence Minister, Ehud Barak, is 
in London at the moment, with the Iran crisis the main topic of 
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discussion, is said to be “fully aware” and supportive of the 
discussions over the warplanes. 

The British government has urged Israel to exercise 
restraint over Iran, pointing out that sanctions are having a 
crippling effect on the Iranian economy – with the fall-out 
from the punitive measures making the government of 
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad increasingly unpopular and creating 
frictions in the ruling hierachy. 

At the same time, UK military commanders are looking at 
the possibility of sending British jets to a base in Abu Dhabi, 
currently being used by American and French forces as a 
confidence-building measure, in case there are attempts by the 
Iranians to block the Strait of Hormuz – the waterway through 
which 40 per cent of the world’s oil supplies are shipped. 

The Ministry of Defence said in a statement: “The UK 
regularly deploys Typhoons to the United Arab Emirates as 
part of our routine exercise programme and to demonstrate our 
military commitment to the security of the wider region. 

“We have a mutual interest with our GCC [Gulf Co-
operation Council] partners in ensuring peace and stability in 
the region, and exercises such as this allow us to practice 
working together.” The MoD added: “These deployments are 
not due to our concerns over Iran’s nuclear programme. As we 
continue to make clear, the Government does not believe 
military action against Iran is the right course of action at this 
time.” 

However, The Independent has learnt from senior military 
and diplomatic sources that the al-Dhafra airbase, 20 miles 
south of Abu Dhabi, is being looked at as a possible station for 
the Typhoons. The base is in use by French Mirage fighter-
bombers as well as the 380th Air Expeditionary Wing of the 
U.S. Air Force with jets and Patriot missile batteries, and is 
well-located for operations in the Gulf. 

Tehran has been bitterly critical about the American and 
French presence in the Gulf saying it was an attempt to 
intimidate and that it posed a threat to their national interests. 

Mr Barak said in London this week that Iran appears to 
have pulled back for the time being from proceeding rapidly to 
acquire nuclear weapons. But he reiterated Israel’s 
determination to carry out a military strike if it felt this was 
necessary and met British military commanders as well as 
ministers. 

One senior British officer said: “We do not think there is 
any need for military action at the moment. But we are 
considering all eventualities and where the UK should position 

itself. The decision on deployment will be made on mutual 
interest and growing interdependence between the UK and 
UAE.” 

It has not yet been decided which country would pay for 
the Typhoons’ presence. However, the UAE government picks 
up the operational costs for the French, which have been 
variously estimated to be between €20m (£16m) and €45m per 
year. 

The UK has carried out two air exercises with the UAE in 
recent years. BAE Systems has stated the UAE has “real and 
genuine” interest in buying 60 of its Typhoons in preference to 
the French Dassault Rafale. A massive contract for the Indian 
Air Force has gone to the Rafale instead of the Typhoon, but 
British military commanders insist the Typhoon deployment to 
Abu Dhabi is guided by strategic rather than commercial 
considerations. 

Western outposts in the Middle East 
UK Military Posts: 
1. CYPRUS -- Britain has two sovereign military bases in 

Cyprus, with approximately 3,000 personnel distributed 
between them. The bases of Dhekelia and Akrotiri are located 
on the east and the south of the island. 

2. AFGHANISTAN -- Camp Bastion is the main British 
military base in Afghanistan. It can accommodate some 
28,000 – among them contractors, U.S. marines and soldiers 
with the Afghan National Army – and acts as the logistical 
hub for operations in Helmand. British forces in Afghanistan 
currently stand at 9,500. 

U.S. Military Posts: 
3. KUWAIT -- There are seven active U.S. bases 

including Camp Buehring which was used as a staging post 
for troops entering into Iraq. 

4. BAHRAIN -- More than 6,000 U.S. military personnel 
are based in Bahrain – which is home to the U.S. Navy’s Fifth 
Fleet. Due to its strategic location in the Persian Gulf, the 
naval base would serve as a key staging point in any conflict 
with Iran. 

5. QATAR -- The Al Udeid Air Base outside Doha is a 
major U.S. base and acted as logistics hub for military 
invention in Iraq and Afghanistan. It is also home to a Royal 
Air Force detachment. 

6. OMAN -- Oman and the U.S. renewed their military 
cooperation agreement in 2010. Oman allows the U.S. military 
to use three bases on its territory, including the Masirah Air 
Base and the Thumrait Naval Air Base. 
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AFRICA: 
13. C.I.A. Played Major Role Fighting Militants In Libya Attack 
(NEW YORK TIMES 02 NOV 12) ... Eric Schmitt 

WASHINGTON — Security officers from the C.I.A. 
played a pivotal role in combating militants who attacked the 
American diplomatic mission in Benghazi, Libya, on Sept. 11, 
deploying a rescue party from a secret base in the city, sending 
reinforcements from Tripoli, and organizing an armed Libyan 
military convoy to escort the surviving Americans to hastily 
chartered planes that whisked them out of the country, senior 
intelligence officials said Thursday. 

The account given by the senior officials, who did not 
want to be identified, provided the most detailed description to 

date of the C.I.A.’s role in Benghazi, a covert presence that 
appears to have been much more significant than publicly 
disclosed. 

Within 25 minutes of being alerted to the attack against 
the diplomatic mission, half a dozen C.I.A. officers raced there 
from their base about a mile away, enlisting the help of a 
handful of Libyan militia fighters as they went. Arriving at the 
mission about 25 minutes after that, the C.I.A. officers joined 
State Department security agents in a futile search through 
heavy smoke and enemy fire for Ambassador J. Christopher 
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Stevens before evacuating the mission’s personnel to the 
apparent safety of their base, which American officials have 
called an annex to the mission. Mr. Stevens was one of four 
Americans killed in the attack. 

A four-hour lull in the fighting beginning shortly after 
midnight seemed to suggest that the worst was over. An 
unarmed military drone that the C.I.A. took control of to map 
possible escape routes relayed reassuring images to Tripoli 
and Washington. But just before dawn, and soon after a 
C.I.A.-led team of reinforcements, including two military 
commandos, arrived from Tripoli, a brief but deadly mortar 
attack surprised the Americans. Two of the C.IA. security 
officers who were defending the base from a rooftop were 
killed. 

“The officers on the ground in Benghazi responded to the 
situation on the night of 11 and 12 September as quickly and 
as effectively as possible,” one of the senior intelligence 
officials told reporters. 

Thursday’s briefing for reporters was intended to refute 
reports, including one by Fox News last Friday, that the 
C.I.A.’s chain of command had blocked the officers on the 
ground from responding to the mission’s calls for help. 

“There were no orders to anybody to stand down in 
providing support,” the official said, speaking on the condition 
of anonymity because of continuing investigations by the State 
Department and the F.B.I. 

At a time when the circumstances surrounding the attack 
on the Benghazi compound have emerged as a major political 
issue, with Republicans criticizing the Obama administration’s 
handling of the episode, the senior official also sought to rebut 
reports that C.I.A. requests for support from the Pentagon that 
night had gone unheeded. 

In fact, the official said, the military diverted a Predator 
drone from a reconnaissance mission in Darnah, 90 miles 
away, in time to oversee the mission’s evacuation. The two 
commandos, based at the embassy in Tripoli, joined the 
reinforcements. And a military transport plane flew the 
wounded Americans and Mr. Stevens’s body out of Libya. 

Despite the new details, many questions surrounding the 
attack remain unanswered, including why the State 
Department did not increase security at the mission amid a 
stream of diplomatic and intelligence reports that indicated 
that the security situation in Benghazi and around Libya had 
deteriorated sharply since the United States reopened its 
embassy in Tripoli last year. 

By underscoring the C.I.A.’s previously unpublicized role 
in mobilizing the evacuation effort, the officials seemed to be 
implicitly questioning the State Department’s security 
arrangements in Benghazi, a focus of three Congressional 
inquiries into the attack on the mission. 

The senior officials also shed new light on the C.I.A.’s 
role in Libya. 

Within months of the start of the Libyan revolution in 
February 2011, the agency began building a meaningful but 
covert presence in Benghazi, a locus of the rebel efforts to 
oust the government of Col. Muammar el-Qaddafi. 

The C.I.A.’s surveillance targets in Benghazi and eastern 
Libya included Ansar al-Shariah, a militia that some have 
blamed for the attack on the mission, as well as suspected 
members of Al Qaeda’s affiliate in North Africa, known as Al 
Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb. 

American intelligence operatives also helped State 
Department contractors and Libyan officials in tracking 
shoulder-fired missiles taken from the former Libyan Army 
arsenals, American officials said. 

The C.I.A.’s security officers played a new role on Sept. 
11, carrying out an informal agreement with the mission to 
come to its aid in an emergency. One of the senior intelligence 
officials provided an hour-by-hour chronology of the agency’s 
role during the attack. 

Around 9:40 p.m. local time, the C.I.A. base received the 
first of several calls from the mission saying it was under 
attack. During the 25 minutes between the first call and when 
the officers rolled out the door, half a dozen security officers 
were readying their gear and weapons, while the base chief 
called several Libyan militias, seeking fighters with heavy 
weaponry to defend the mission. His appeals failed. 

Over the next 25 minutes, C.I.A. officers approached the 
walled diplomatic compound, tried to secure heavy weapons, 
and made their way onto the compound itself in the face of 
enemy fire. 

At 11:11 p.m., the Predator drone arrived over the mission 
compound. Within 20 minutes, all United States personnel, 
except for Mr. Stevens, whom the American security officers 
could not find in the chaos, left the mission, coming under fire 
as they did. 

The Americans retreated safely to the C.I.A. annex, where 
over the next 90 minutes they came under sporadic small-arms 
fire and rocket-propelled-grenade attacks. The State 
Department and C.I.A. officers returned fire and the assailants 
melted away. 

About this same time, the reinforcements arrived at the 
Benghazi airport from Tripoli. Learning that the attacks at the 
annex had stopped, the team turned its attention to finding Mr. 
Stevens. But learning that he was at a Benghazi hospital, 
almost certainly dead, and that the security situation at the 
hospital was uncertain, the reinforcements headed to the 
annex. 

They arrived shortly after 5 a.m., just before mortar 
rounds began to hit the annex. That attack, 11 minutes long, 
killed two men, whom the senior intelligence officials 
identified for the first time Thursday as C.I.A. security 
officers, Tyrone S. Woods and Glen A. Doherty, former 
members of the Navy SEALs. Until now the men had been 
publicly identified as State Department contract security 
officers. 

Less than an hour later, a convoy of 50 heavily armed 
trucks from Libyan military intelligence arrived to help 
evacuate all American personnel from the annex to the 
Benghazi airport. 
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14. DOD Expands Intelligence Cooperation In Africa 
(THE HILL 01 NOV 12) ... Carlo Muñoz 

A slew of American-trained African intelligence 
operatives are using the lessons learned from their U.S. 
counterparts to combat the growing presence of terrorist 
groups, such as al Qaeda, on the continent. 

So far, more than 31 intelligence officers from six 
different African nations have completed the Military 
Intelligence Non-Commission Officer Course-Africa 
(MINOC-A), according to U.S. military officials. 

The course, which is designed to hone "intelligence 
collection, analysis, information sharing [skills] among the 
participating nations," has been in place at Africa Command 
since August. 

The most recent batch of graduates from Algeria, Burkina 
Faso, Chad, Mauritania, Tunisia, and Senegal successfully 
passed the course on Oct. 17, according to a command 
statement. 

Intelligence officers from Mali have also completed 
previous versions of the course, which is rooted in "U.S. 
military intelligence techniques and procedures," according to 
command officials. 

Meanwhile, the Pentagon is considering options on how 
to deal with al Qaeda's growing presence on the continent. 

Insurgent fighters with ties to al Qaeda's Africa cell, 
known as al Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb (AQIM), have 
established a stronghold in the northern part of Mali in the 
wake of a successful coup in the country. 

Gen. Carter Ham, head of Africa Command, told 
reporters in July that AQIM has quietly emerged as the al 
Qaeda's strongest and best funded faction. 

Bamako, Mali's capital, has been a longtime American 
ally in Africa, with U.S. special operations forces attached to 
Joint Special Operations Command-Trans Sahara conducting a 
number of military training operations with Mali over the past 
several years. 

France has already agreed to deploy a number of 
unmanned surveillance drones to the region in an attempt to 

support the Malian government's offensive against the terror 
group, according to The Associated Press. 

The United Nations has authorized Secretary-General Ban 
Ki-moon to help Mali draft a counter terrorism plan to regain 
control of the north. 

The Army is already preparing to deploy the first of 
several new units designed to expand American military 
presence across the globe to Africa Command. 

That new unit, combined with the intelligence training 
work by U.S. forces in Africa and ongoing operations by U.S. 
special operations forces in country, falls in line with the 
department's strategy for Africa. 

That strategy, according to Defense Secretary Leon 
Panetta, will be to play an advisory role to African military 
forces via intelligence and logistical support for African-led 
counter terrorism operations in the region. 

"I believe the effort now ought to be to work with nations 
in that region to ensure that al Qaeda does not develop [a] base 
in Mali. But it ought to be an effort that is developed in 
conjunction with other countries in the region that share the 
same concern," Panetta told reporters in October. 

White House's national security strategy unveiled in 
February focused in U.S. special operations forces and 
counterinsurgency specialists returning from Iraq and 
Afghanistan to ramp up operations across the globe, 
particularly in Africa. 

Last October, U.S. special forces were sent to Uganda to 
help those forces in their war against Joseph Kony, leader of 
the Lord's Resistance Army. 

In April, President Obama announced those forces would 
extend their mission in Uganda beyond the initial 150-day 
deployment ordered last October. 

That said, the Kony mission "will not be an open-ended 
commitment," a senior Pentagon official told a House 
committee shortly before Obama's announcement. 
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AMERICAS: 
15. Keeping Up A Routine Aboard The USS Underwood 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 01 NOV 12) ... Dario Lopez 

ABOARD THE USS UNDERWOOD — The crew of the 
USS Underwood is waiting. 

Somewhere amid the endless expanse of water that 
surrounds the U.S. Navy frigate, drug traffickers are speeding 
millions of dollars of contraband from Latin American shores 
to the U.S. The ship's mission is to stop at least some of that 
traffic, which from day to day means spending long hours 
searching the Western Hemisphere's coasts while preparing for 
action. 

Endless duties and drills fill the day, as the crew trains for 
everything from a terrorist attack to a riot at port. At night, 
Sailors sleep in tiny cubicles so cramped that many can't turn 
onto their sides. 

A highlight of the six-month deployment is a special 
certification that requires getting shot in the face with pepper 
spray. 

"This is very similar to being a small-time cop. Days or 
even weeks of nothing," said the ship's captain, Peter T. 
Mirisola, after a workout in the ship's makeshift gym. 

Then, without warning, something happens. The crew 
sights a fast boat in nearby waters, and the frigate gives chase. 
Sometimes, the ship catches smugglers carrying drugs worth 
as much as $25 million on the street. 

In October, the 30-year-old vessel was patrolling the 
Caribbean waters off Panama, as part of a multinational effort 
to hit illicit trafficking routes on both coasts of the Central 
American isthmus. 

Since it set sail with a crew of 260 in April 2012, it's 
visited ports in Panama, Peru, Chile, Colombia, Jamaica, 
Trinidad and Tobago, the Netherland Antilles and 
Guantanamo Bay in Cuba. The Underwood is the oldest 
surface combatant ship in the U.S. Navy but no longer carries 
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guided missiles. In fact, the recent deployment was the 
Underwood's last voyage, with 10 other U.S. Navy ships 
scheduled to be decommissioned early next year. 

Life at sea is the only thing many Sailors have known for 
years. 

They receive three hot meals a day — Wednesdays mean 
hamburgers, Saturdays mean chicken wings and pizza. The 
crew can watch a baseball or football match on the armed 
forces network or catch a movie. They work out and even jog 
on the top deck, with the water and clouds stretching into the 
horizon. 

There's a lot of time to think, about wives and children 
left behind in places such as Mayport, Florida, the 
Underwood's port. 

Some seamen, such as Peruvian Navy 1st Lt. Paolo 
Camogliano, have left loved ones even farther away. The crew 
tried to make him feel at home one day by baking him a cake 
in the shape of Peru's red and white flag, in honor of Peruvian 
Navy Day. 

One crew member, 3rd class petty officer Brian 
Stankowitz, had joined the Navy intending to deploy to Iraq or 
Afghanistan. 

Leaning on the ship's railing as the Caribbean's waters 
rushed by, the tall, thin New Jersey native said he was doing 
his part to make the world safer. 

"The Navy is a global force for good," he said. 
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ALLIED NAVIES: 
16. Hammond: Keep Both Carriers In Royal Navy Service 
(DEFENSE NEWS 01 NOV 12) ... Andrew Chuter 

LONDON — British Defence Secretary Philip Hammond 
has thrown his weight behind the Royal Navy operating both 
of the new aircraft carriers once the new Queen Elizabeth 
class warships enter service starting late this decade. 

Hammond said no decision would be taken before the 
2015 strategic defense review on whether the second carrier 
would be retained for use by the Royal Navy, but the 
“relatively modest” additional £70 million pounds ($112.7 
million) annual cost of having the two warships available is an 
“extremely good investment,” he told the Royal United 
Services Institute annual air power conference in London Nov 
1. 

The British government’s decision earlier this year to 
switch back to purchasing the short take-off, vertical-landing 
variant of the F-35 Joint Strike Fighter meant there was now 
“a realistic possibility of both carriers coming into service,” 
said Hammond. 

A second carrier would allow the Royal Navy to have one 
of its two 65,000-ton warships continuously available for 
deployment throughout their lifetime, of the assets he told the 
audience of senior military officers and industry executives. In 
extreme circumstances, and given a little notice, it would be 
possible to have both carriers available at once, he said. 

Hammond also used his speech to settle a row between 
the Royal Air Force and the Royal Navy over exactly how 
many jets should be routinely deployed on board the aircraft 
carrier once it enters service. 

The British F-35 fleet will be operated by a joint RAF/RN 
force. The exact number of aircraft to be purchased initially 
remains unclear, but media reports have put the figure at 
between 40 and 48. 

The RAF has been arguing for a small number of aircraft 
to be routinely deployed on the carrier in the early years as the 
overall fleet of aircraft is built up. The number is unknown, 
but one RN source said it was in single figures. 

Hammond appeared to end the debate, saying the RN 
would “routinely embark 12 jets when deployed outside home 
waters with an ability to surge that number higher in periods 
of tension.” 

Land-based initial operating capability for the F-35 is 
scheduled for 2018, with initial flights off HMS Queen 
Elizabeth set for 2018, said Hammond. 

The defense secretary said discussions were underway on 
how plans to build a new generation of nuclear missile armed 
submarines to replace the current Vanguard class of boats, 
starting 2028, could affect other programs. 

Nuclear deterrent spending would cause cash spikes in the 
budget in the 2020s and 2030s, said Hammond. 

“The question is simply whether it made sense to defer 
normal [program] replacement cycles while we spend on 
nuclear replacement and its knock on effect across other 
domains,” he said. 
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SECNAV: 
17. Secretary Of The U.S. Navy Speaks About Leadership 
(UNC DAILY TAR HEEL 02 NOV 12) ... Megan Cassella 

After a whirlwind tour that took him around the world in 
eight days, the Secretary of the U.S. Navy found himself in 
Chapel Hill Thursday. 

Secretary Ray Mabus, who was appointed to his current 
position by President Obama in 2009, told an audience of 
more than 150 students, alumni and Navy midshipmen to be 
confident leaders. And he was only hours off the plane. 

“Yes, I’m tired,” Mabus said with a laugh. 
But he added that he had not — after the trip or even after 

a lifelong career — lost his commitment to public service. 
Before his current position, Mabus worked as a naval 

officer, governor of Mississippi and ambassador to Saudi 
Arabia. 
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In the speech, held in the Paul Green Theatre, Mabus 
spoke about his own experiences in various public service 
positions. 

“Leadership takes a lot of work,” he said. 
“You have to do your homework so you know what it is 

that’s really important — you have to understand how to help 
your team to achieve the goals that have been set and to 
motivate the people to do it.” 

Mabus shared with the audience several lessons he has 
learned throughout his career, including not working on too 
many things at once. 

“Bold steps are in our nature as Americans,” he said. “Big 
dreams are what continue to make us a great nation. True 
greatness cannot be reached, and real change cannot be 
achieved by being timid.” 

The speech was part of the Deil S. Wright lecture series, a 
yearly event put on by the Master of Public Administration 
program in the School of Government that is designed to bring 
prominent public service leaders to UNC. 

Mabus is one of the most noteworthy people who has ever 
spoken in the series, said William Rivenbark, director of the 
Master of Public Administration program. 

“We want individuals that have had major leadership 
positions at a local, state or national level, where they have 
actually had impact on their respective communities,” he said, 
adding that Mabus exceeds those qualifications. 

As secretary, Mabus is responsible for a budget exceeding 
$150 billion and almost 900,000 people. In 2010, he was 
selected to prepare a long-term recovery plan for the Gulf of 
Mexico after the Deepwater Horizon oil spill. 

He spoke about different ways the government needs to 
adapt to deal with new problems, especially those that relate to 
the overuse of oil and fossil fuels like the spill. 

Students who attended the lecture said they liked that he 
spoke of necessary changes. 

“Everything needs innovation,” said Christopher Kenrick, 
a second-year graduate student and one of many audience 
members from the MPA program. 

“We have to change, and we have to adapt and work 
together to make that future possible.” 
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CNO: 
18. Steelers’ Fan Admiral Greenert To Be Honored At Game 
(PITTSBURGH STEELERS BLOG 01 NOV 12) ... Teresa Varley 

Steelers’ Nation is far reaching, with many of the team’s 
biggest fans being those who serve in the military. Among 
those fans is Admiral Jonathan W. Greenert, the Chief of U.S. 
Naval Operations. 

Greenert, along with Army Chief of Staff General 
Raymond T. Odierno, will be honored along with veterans and 
wounded warriors on the field pregame when the Steelers take 
on the New York Giants on Sunday at MetLife Stadium as a 
part of the NFL’s “Salute to Service” campaign in conjunction 
with the upcoming Veteran’s Day. 

“It’s everything to do this,” said Greenert. “As a lifelong 
Steelers fan in Washington and the Navy, I follow them 
everywhere. I have all kinds of paraphernalia, a Troy 
Polamalu and Ben Roethlisberger jersey and many Terrible 
Towels. To be there in person is wonderful. 

“But I get a two-for, I get to see Sailors and our 
servicemen and women at the same time and thank both teams 
for what they do for our military members.” 

Greenert, who is originally from Butler, Pa., has been a 
Steelers fan since birth, something that just naturally happened 
in his family. 

“What happens is right after we are baptized there is a 
blood transfusion of black and gold,” said Greenert. “My dad 
followed the Steelers so I picked it up on television. Myron 
Cope became a voice I recognized. There are things you can 
remember, like the first step on the moon, unfortunately the 
assassination of (President) John F. Kennedy and the 
Immaculate Reception, when I was sitting in the kitchen 
huddled around the radio with my dad.” 

More recently he has had the opportunity to meet Steelers 
chairman and U.S. Ambassador to Ireland Dan Rooney, Sr., 
first in 2005 and then spending time with him when Navy 
played Notre Dame in Ireland this year. 

“When I first met him it was a game in Philadelphia and 
we were walking outside the locker room and there was Mr. 
Rooney,” said Greenert. “I introduced myself and he was so 
gracious thanking me for my service. 

“Our paths have crossed a lot since then. Recently we 
went to Dublin and Mr. Rooney was the host. He is a 
magnificent representative for the Steelers and our country.” 

Greenert has seen firsthand what sports means to those 
who serve in the military, serving as a diversion and 
something that can lift the spirits of those who are deployed 
far from home. 

“Having been deployed when you have Sunday come 
around and you have Armed Forces Network and they cover 
sports and you see people gather together it’s great,” said 
Greenert. “You have a team like the Steelers with a big 
following and you look at the person next to you and they are 
a Steelers fan and they are from all over the place. It’s a way 
to gather together and talk about home while serving overseas. 
Franchises like the Steelers are a drawing card that pulls 
people together away from home. 

“When I meet Sailors I ask where you are from and talk 
about what fan they are. Word gets out that I am a Steelers fan 
and they will proudly say I am a Steelers fan. They will show 
me Terrible Towels, things like that. It’s a lot of fun. It’s a 
wonderful way to strike up a conversation and get a 
connection started.” 
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SEXUAL ASSAULT: 
19. Military Has Not Solved Problem Of Sexual Assault, Women Say 
(NEW YORK TIMES 02 NOV 12) ... James Risen 

WASHINGTON — Jennifer Smith, an Air Force 
technical sergeant, walked into the office of a senior officer at 
Kunsan Air Base in South Korea with an armful of paperwork. 
Instead of signing the documents, she said, he insisted that she 
sit down. “He said to me, ‘It’s Friday afternoon, why don’t 
you take off your blouse and get comfortable?’ ” Sergeant 
Smith recalled. 

In Germany, a master sergeant who offered to escort her 
home tried to sexually assault her, she said, and was deterred 
only when co-workers intervened. At Shaw Air Force Base in 
South Carolina, where she eventually complained about 
pornography and other graphic material on her unit’s 
computers, a supervisor warned her to keep quiet, she said. 

During her 17-year career as an enlisted woman 
performing administrative work for Air Force fighter 
squadrons, Sergeant Smith said, she has endured repeated 
sexual assaults and harassment. She said she has decided to 
speak out now after keeping silent for many years because 
senior officers were involved or appeared to tolerate improper 
behavior by fighter pilots, one of the military’s most elite 
groups. 

“I learned quickly that the enlisted females who do well 
are the ones who keep their mouths shut,” said Sergeant 
Smith, who filed a formal complaint last month charging that 
the Air Force has turned a blind eye to pervasive sexual 
attacks and harassment against women. “It’s a career ender to 
come forward.” 

The Air Force declined to comment on her allegations, 
citing privacy laws, but said it acts to combat such 
misconduct. “The goal for sexual assault in the United States 
Air Force is zero,” Gen. Mark A. Welsh III, the Air Force 
chief of staff, said in a written statement. “If you’re a 
commander or a supervisor and you are not directly and 
aggressively involved in speaking up about this issue in your 
unit, then you’re not part of the solution, you’re part of the 
problem.” 

Faced with lawsuits and mounting evidence of 
widespread sexual abuse in the military, Defense Secretary 
Leon E. Panetta acknowledged this year that the number of 
sexual assaults in the military is probably far higher than the 
official statistics show, because so many episodes are covered 
up. More than 3,000 sexual assault cases were reported in 
2011 throughout all of the military services, but Mr. Panetta 
said that the actual figures could be as high as 19,000. 

The Defense Department has found that about one in 
three women in the military has been sexually assaulted, 
compared with one in six civilian women. About 20 percent of 
female veterans who served in Iraq and Afghanistan have 
experienced some form of sexual assault or related trauma, 
according to the Veterans Administration. “Despite the 
implementation of prevention programs and improved 
reporting mechanisms, female soldiers continue to experience 
sexual harassment and assault and are reluctant to report 
incidences,” a 2011 Labor Department report concluded. 

Susan Burke, a Washington lawyer representing women 
who said they were victims of sexual assault or harassment 
and who have filed a series of lawsuits against the Pentagon 
beginning last year, said that since then more than 500 

additional women, including Sergeant Smith, and a few men, 
have contacted her for help. 

The Air Force and other services have instituted programs 
to deter abuses and discipline those who commit them. But 
Sergeant Smith, who is still on active duty with the 20th 
Fighter Wing at Shaw, and others in the Air Force said that 
many women are skeptical. 

Air Force Technical Sgt. Kimberly Davis, assigned to 
Stewart Air National Guard Base in New York, said that after 
she reported being raped, officers on the base, including one 
assigned to handle sexual assault cases, conspired to cover up 
the episode. “The sexual assault program in the Air Force is a 
joke,” she said. 

Lola Miles, a former Air Force helicopter mechanic at 
Hurlburt Field in Florida, said that when she told senior 
officers that a male co-worker had repeatedly hit her at work 
and made vulgar remarks to her, they joked about it. Instead of 
taking action against her co-worker, she said, the leaders in 
her unit sought to discredit her and force her out of the Air 
Force. Both she and Sergeant Davis have filed lawsuits against 
the Air Force. 

Sergeant Smith, 35, has worked with fighter squadrons 
inside the United States and overseas for most of her career. 
Her account of abuse suggests that more than 20 years after 
Tailhook, the infamous 1991 scandal involving Navy fighter 
pilots, little has changed in the insular fighter pilot culture. 

“They can’t deal with women in fighter squadrons,” 
Sergeant Smith said. “The military is going ahead with getting 
rid of ‘don’t ask, don’t tell,’ but they still aren’t even ready to 
deal with women. 

“The pilots know we think of them like our heroes,” she 
added. “It’s just a game to them, really.” 

Sergeant Smith’s allegations could not be independently 
confirmed because she had not formally reported the episodes, 
many of which happened years ago, until now. Several other 
people in the Air Force who she said knew of some of the 
episodes, including her husband, who is an enlisted man in the 
20th Fighter Wing, declined to be interviewed for this article, 
citing fears of retribution. Her wing commander, Col. Clay W. 
Hall, did not address any specifics, but said in a written 
statement: “We take these matters with utmost seriousness. All 
allegations of misconduct are investigated immediately and 
actions are taken appropriately.” 

Sergeant Smith’s written administrative complaint filed 
with the Air Force notes that she has consistently received 
high marks in performance reviews. She joined the Air Force 
in 1995, out of high school in Salamanca, N.Y. The next year, 
during her first overseas temporary duty assignment at 
Sembach Air Base in Germany, she was assaulted by a master 
sergeant in his room after a night of drinking, she said. Male 
co-workers who came to the rescue warned that the sergeant 
had a reputation for preying on young enlisted women, she 
said. 

At Kunsan in South Korea in 2001, Sergeant Smith said, 
she was walking in the America Town bar district near the 
base when a group of fighter pilots rushed out of a bar, carried 
her inside and threw her on top of a table. About 30 pilots 
crowded around. She had been caught up in a “sweep,” when 
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fighter pilots grab women off the street for “naming 
ceremonies,” or drinking parties to celebrate a pilot’s new 
nickname. “Some of the pilots called Kunsan ‘the land of do 
as you please,’ ” Sergeant Smith said. “They could get away 
with anything.” 

That same year, while attending a party at the base 
commander’s home at Kunsan, several pilots grabbed her and 
bound her and a pilot together with duct tape despite her 
resistance, she said. Twenty or more pilots gathered around, 
but nothing was done to stop it. 

When she was transferred to Luke Air Force Base in 
Arizona, Sergeant Smith, by then married to the enlisted man 
in her unit, attended a family event in 2003 with the squadron 
at the Arizona Diamondbacks stadium, where an Air Force 
pilot made sexual remarks to her in front of her husband. The 
couple went back to the base and complained to the operations 

director of their squadron about the harassment she endured, 
she said. 

Nothing came of it, but when she arrived at her next 
assignment at Shaw, a supervisor pulled her aside and said she 
had a reputation for being too outspoken. “He said he wanted 
to make sure I understood my place in the world, and if not, 
things could be harder on me,” she recalled. 

She said she finally got fed up and decided to go public 
after discovering large collections of pornography and other 
sexually graphic and offensive materials stored on the unit’s 
computers and in a vault supposedly reserved for classified 
documents at Shaw. She complained to senior officers, who 
promised they would get rid of the materials, but then did 
nothing. 

“I’ve been able to serve my country, but I’ve also had to 
put up with a lot,” the sergeant said. “I want it to be changed.” 
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PERSONNEL: 
20. Think Tank Recommends Big Benefits Cuts 
(NAVY TIMES 01 NOV 12) ... Rick Maze 

A new report by a liberal-leaning think tank recommends 
a dramatic overhaul of military pay, retirement and health care 
benefits as part of a $1 trillion cut in defense spending over 10 
years. 

The Center for American Progress calls for capping pay 
raises, eliminating military health benefits for many retirees 
who are covered by an employer-provided plan, and reducing 
the value of military retired pay as well as making retirees 
wait until age 60 to start receiving it. 

Recommendations are included in a report, Rebalancing 
Our National Security, released Oct. 31 by the progressive 
think tank and advocacy group. The report opposes across-the-
board cuts in defense spending that could occur beginning in 
January under sequestration but still calls for major reductions 
in defense spending. 

Capping pay raises, the report says, could save $16.5 
billion over the next five years. Reducing retiree health care 
benefits, through a combination of restricting care and raising 
fees, could save $15 billion a year. Reforming military retired 
pay could save, in the short term, up to $13 billion a year, and 
over time could save up to $70 billion a year off the current 
plan. 

In addition to cutting compensation and benefits, the 
report also recommends cutting the number of active-duty 
troops permanently based in Europe and Asia, saving $10 
billion a year. It recommends withdrawing 33,000 troops from 
Europe and about 17,000 from Asia. 

In calling for less spending on military pay raises, the 
report basically endorses a plan proposed, but not yet 
executed, by the Defense Department. Under the Pentagon 
plan, pay raises beginning in 2015 would be capped at less 
than the average increase in private sector pay, a move that 
responds to a belief that military members are being paid more 
than civilians with comparable jobs and experience. This 
happened because Congress, over Pentagon objections, has 
regularly provided the military with raises that were slightly 
larger than the average private-sector raise to eliminate what 
had been perceived as a pay gap. The end result, says the 

report, is that the average service member is receiving $5,400 
more in annual compensation than a comparable civilian. 

The Defense Department plan calls for a 0.5 percent raise 
in 2015, a 1 percent raise in 2016 and a 1.5 percent raise in 
2017 to bring pay levels back in line, which the CAP report 
endorses. 

“To its credit, the Department of Defense has attempted to 
tackle this problem in its FY 2013 budget request, outlining a 
plan that would gradually bring military pay back in line with 
the Employment Cost Index without cutting any service 
member’s pay,” the report says. “Congress should demonstrate 
political courage and allow the Department of Defense to 
execute this long-term plan.” 

Similarly, the report endorses many of the Defense 
Department’s proposals for cutting health care costs by raising 
fees, mostly on retirees and their families. But the report goes 
a step further: “To truly restore the Tricare program to stable 
financial footing, the Defense Department should enact 
measures to reduce the overutilization of medical services and 
limit double coverage of working-age military retirees,” the 
report says. 

One idea would be to modify Tricare for Life benefits for 
Medicare-eligible retirees so that the program would not cover 
the first $500 of costs per year and would cover only 50 
percent of the next $5,000. 

Another idea would be to mandate that working-age 
retirees could only have Tricare benefits if they or their 
spouses do not have access to employer-provided health 
benefits. The report suggests this would be an income-based 
restriction but does not say what the cutoff should be. 

The report also recommends modifying military 
retirement benefits. For anyone currently in the military with 
fewer than 10 years of service, benefits could be cut: Instead 
of receiving 50 percent of basic pay after 20 years of service, 
with immediate benefits, the report says the benefits would be 
40 percent of base pay with payments not beginning until age 
60. For people not yet in the military, there would be no fixed 
retired pay in the future, only a pre-tax retirement savings plan 
based on contributions from the service member. 
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21. Skipper Of Harpers Ferry injured 
Ship's commanding officer replaced after motorcycle accident 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 01 NOV 12) ... Jeanette Steele 

The commanding officer of the Navy amphibious ship 
Harpers Ferry has been replaced after he was injured in a 
motorcycle crash Tuesday. 

Cmdr. Brian DeLaney was on his way home from work at 
San Diego Naval Base at 6 p.m. when the accident happened. 
His motorcycle was the only vehicle involved. 

Citing privacy rights, the Navy wouldn't give details of 
DeLaney's condition, but a spokesman said he is not expected 
to return to the Harpers Ferry. 

The ship's executive officer, Cmdr. Stephen Ilteris, has 
assumed command. Ilteris was already expected to take 
command in January as part of a scheduled rotation. 

Harpers Ferry is a dock landing ship, designed to carry 
Marine Corps gear and troops. After nine years stationed in 
Sasebo, Japan, Harpers Ferry changed her home port to San 
Diego last year. 

DeLaney's accident is being investigated by law 
enforcement authorities, according to the Navy. 

DeLaney is from Monument, Colo., and graduated from 
the U.S. Merchant Marine Academy in 1995. He took 
command of Harpers Ferry in May 2011. 
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USS ENTERPRISE: 
22. Big E Begins Final Leg Of Last Deployment 
(NEWPORT NEWS DAILY PRESS 01 NOV 12) ... Hugh Lessig 

JACKSONVILLE, Fla -- Neither Don Thiry nor Joe 
Owens will be in Florida on Friday morning to see the aircraft 
carrier USS Enterprise begin the final leg of a journey that has 
lasted 51 years. 

But their hearts won't be far away. 
Both men are emblematic of how the nation's first 

nuclear-powered aircraft carrier has reached across the years 
to touch people from different backgrounds. 

Thiry, who lives in Michigan, served on the ship in the 
late 1960s. Owens, a longtime employee at Newport News 
Shipbuilding, helped construct Enterprise in the early 1960s. 

Both will be thinking of Big E as it leaves Naval Station 
Mayport in Jacksonville, a departure scheduled for mid-
morning. The Enterprise is due back Sunday at Naval Station 
Norfolk for what is sure to be an emotional day. The ship has 
been at sea nearly eight months, supporting combat operations 
in Afghanistan, and this will be its final homecoming. 

Enterprise was Thiry's only duty station during his 3-1/2 
year Navy career, and it made an impression. Today, he chairs 
the 1,500-member USS Enterprise Association. 

"It's kind of like your college," he said in a telephone 
interview. "You spend four years at your alma mater – it can 
do no wrong." 

The Enterprise has been such a constant that Thiry has a 
hard time imagining life without it. 

"I'm sixty-four years old, and the ship has always been 
there for me," he said. "It's been in the news. It's been in the 
yards." 

Owens began his career at the shipyard on July 7, 1961, 
starting in the electrical department. The Enterprise was 
already well under construction by then, and he worked on the 
ship until it left the yard in 1962. Coming to the shipyard as a 
young man from Abingdon, Va., he had no idea he was 
helping to construct a piece of history. 

"I was young, and coming out of the country," he said. "It 
was the first ship I had ever seen." 

Since then, Owens has worked on six U.S. aircraft carriers 
at various times, and there is no doubt which one is his 
favorite. 

"We're talking about it," he said. 
In an ideal world, Owens has one more wish. After the 

ship's inactivation ceremony on Dec. 1, he'd like to ride Big E 
for the final mile as it leaves Norfolk and arrives back in 
Newport News -- to the shipyard that has been his second 
home. 

"It's the first one I worked on, and this place has been my 
life," he said. 

Owens has experienced the thrill of standing on the 
Enterprise's flight deck as fighter jets take off and land, and 
riding that final mile would be a fitting conclusion to his 
carrier experience. 

"Once that happens," he said, "they can decommission my 
career." 
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ENERGY: 
23. EcO-Warriors: The Next Wave 
The Pentagon's plans to meet 25 per cent of its energy demands from renewables by 2025 could send benefits 
rippling throughout society 
(EQUITIES.COM 01 NOV 12) 

If the U.S. military were a country, it would be the 35th 
biggest consumer of oil in the world: its daily demand for 
nearly 45 million litres of crude is larger than Sweden's 
national consumption. 

For the Pentagon, these figures are a matter of life and 
death. Truck supply convoys are highly vulnerable to attack: 
several thousand U.S. troops and civilian contractors have 
been killed or wounded delivering fuel and water in 
Afghanistan and Iraq. In the longer term, military officials 
worry about keeping the world's dominant fighting machine 
rolling when the oil runs out. 

"Energy is our soft underbelly," said Colonel Bob 
Charette of the U.S. Marine Corps' Expeditionary Energy 
Office in Washington DC, speaking in September at a 
demonstration of fuel-saving technology. 

This is why the Department of Defense has set a goal of 
supplying 25 per cent of the military's energy from renewable 
sources by 2025 (see "The Pentagon's green offensive,” 
opposite). The navy is even more ambitious, planning for 50 
per cent renewables by 2020. While saving the environment 
isn't the Pentagon's main goal, military investments could 
foster innovations in clean energy that would ripple through 
civilian society. There are precedents: both the internet and the 
GPS technology used by your smartphone began life as U.S. 
military projects. 

The Pentagon's spending plans must be approved by the 
U.S. Congress, however, and the navy's targets for biofuels are 
a huge bone of contention. While lawmakers from oil and gas-
producing states are leading the opposition, even advocates for 
green energy worry that it's too early to know which biofuel 
technologies - if any - will deliver real environmental benefits 
when produced on a commercial scale. 

Some aspects of the military's clean energy push are 
uncontroversial. Given attacks on supply convoys, it's clearly 
a good idea to cut fuel consumption at bases in the theatre of 
war. Since 2010, fuel-saving technologies have been 
showcased twice yearly at Experimental Forward Operating 
Bases (ExFOBs), where military personnel put the latest 
clean-tech gizmos through their paces. 

The latest event, held in September at the U.S. Marine 
Corps' Camp Pendleton base in southern California, was part 
trade show, part proving ground. Vendors of air-conditioning 
units, solar panels and insulation systems hawked their wares 
as marines took notes, musing whether the equipment could 
cope with Afghanistan's scorching temperatures and howling 
dust storms. 

Away from reporters' prying eyes, the marines really got 
down to business, driving Humvees over solar panels to test 
their durability. 

The main focus of the September event was keeping 
troops and equipment cool, which accounts for 57 per cent of 
the power demand at U.S. marine bases in Afghanistan. 
Among the products on display were vests for soldiers with 
tiny tubes of water running through them, and air-conditioned 

boxes for electronics - the idea being to save energy by 
cooling only people and electronics rather than entire tents. 

Equipment tested at previous events is already in use. The 
first ExFOB in 2010 debuted a portable, 300-watt solar-panel 
system known as GREENS (pictured on page 8) and a small 
flexible panel that attaches to a soldier's backpack and can 
power personal electronic gear. Two years later, more than 
100 GREENS panels are being used overseas, and more than 
600 troops carry solar-powered backpacks. 

Power Plants 
Domestic military bases are also switching to solar. In late 

October, two utility-scale solar plants went online at naval 
bases in California, and a third will open at a marine base in 
the state next year. 

As the war in Afghanistan winds down, the U.S. military 
is expected to shift its main overseas focus to potential 
flashpoints in the Pacific - where powering coastal and island 
bases will be crucial. 

In addition to investing in wave power, the Pentagon has 
commissioned research into ocean thermal energy conversion 
systems. These use warm surface water to turn a liquid with a 
low boiling point, such as ammonia, into a vapour that drives a 
turbine. The vapour is then recondensed using colder water 
drawn from deeper ocean layers. 

Military investment may be crucial to create a market for 
such experimental energy technologies. The Pentagon's 
financial muscle has already provided a boost for companies 
that supply microgrids - self-contained energy generation and 
distribution systems that can operate independently of the 
main power grid. In 2011, a report by market research firm 
SBI Energy, based in Rockville, Maryland, concluded that 
military investments were crucial to kick-starting the growth 
of a microgrid industry with $4 billion in annual global 
revenues. 

"We really have a mutual interest in this," says Tom 
Hicks, the navy's deputy assistant secretary for energy, 
embracing the idea that the military can partner with the 
civilian sector. "We can play the role we've played over many 
decades, which is to be that catalyst." 

It is in building a market for biofuels that the military 
could play its most important catalytic role. Liquid fuels for 
warships, aircraft and other fighting vehicles account for about 
three-quarters of the Pentagon's spending on energy. And its 
investments in biofuels are already proving crucial to an 
embryonic industry that is struggling to find its feet. 

"If they weren't there, we'd be in real trouble," admits 
Timothy Zenk of Sapphire Energy in San Diego, California, 
which is producing biofuels from algae. 

The navy is leading the way. By 2020, it expects to buy 
1.27 billion litres of alternative liquid fuels per year. To prove 
its seriousness, the navy bought 1.7 million litres of biofuel 
this year at almost $7 per litre - the biggest such purchase in 
history - for a single demonstration project. 

Algae Power 
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In July, the Great Green Fleet, a strike group comprising 
an aircraft carrier, a cruiser, two destroyers and a fuel tanker, 
sailed around the Hawaiian islands. The carrier, the USS 
Nimitz, was nuclear powered. But everything else, including 
the Nimitz's strike aircraft, ran on a 50:50 mix of petroleum 
and biofuel derived from cooking oil and algae. 

The air force simultaneously ran its own demonstration 
with jets running on biofuel made by yeast genetically 
engineered by Gevo of Englewood, Colorado, to produce 
energy-rich isobutanol, instead of ethanol. That cost more than 
$15 per litre, but if prices drop sufficiently, the air force plans 
to buy almost 1.5 billion litres of alternative jet fuel per year 
by 2016 - enough to power half of its aircraft. 

These plans have provoked push-back from the U.S. 
Congress. A pair of proposed amendments to the Department 
of Defense's 2013 budget would prohibit the military from 
purchasing any fuel more expensive than conventional fossil 
fuels. 

"[Defense] Secretary [Leon] Panetta has a real war to win, 
and he should not be wasting time perpetrating President 
Obama's global warming fantasies," said James Inhofe, a 
Republican Senator from Oklahoma who introduced one of 
the amendments in May. 

Opponents argue that the U.S. government has a poor 
record in picking winners in clean energy, noting the collapse 
of the Californian solar energy firm Solyndra, which went 
bankrupt in 2011 after receiving $500 million in loan 
guarantees from the U.S. Department of Energy. 

That criticism is hard to counter for biofuels, given the 
uncertainties that surround the competing technologies. 
Arguments rage over whether biofuels grown from crops will 
cut overall greenhouse gas emissions, and whether there's even 
enough agricultural land to support their production. 

Fuels made from algae seem the best bet, says Andres 
Clarens, an environmental engineer at the University of 
Virginia in Charlottesville. Sapphire Energy has built the first 
commercial-scale farm in New Mexico, where algae grow in 
huge tanks of brackish water. At the company's San Diego 
headquarters, the farm is replicated on a small scale in a 
greenhouse. When New Scientist visited the facility in 
September, paddlewheels churned a scummy teal-coloured 
liquid around a bath-sized tub. When a company scientist 
opened a bucket of the final product, extracted from the algae 
by heat and chemical conversion, it looked and smelled like 
crude oil. 

But algal biofuels have their own problems. Last week, a 
report by the U.S. National Academy of Sciences concluded 
that large-scale production is unrealistic, at least with current 
technology, as it requires unsustainable amounts of water and 

nitrogen. What's more, carbon dioxide to feed the algae comes 
from burning fossil fuels - potentially game-changing 
technology to pull CO2 from the air has yet to prove its worth. 

The military is well aware of the criticisms, says Hicks. 
That's why the navy is investing in a range of alternative fuels, 
including waste biomass from industrial processes and oil 
from Camelina, a relative of mustard. "At the end of the day, 
we want options," Hicks says. 

Current high prices will also drop with the military's 
financial backing, Hicks argues. A report in February from 
Bloomberg New Energy Finance predicted that with major 
investment, some biofuels could compete with conventional 
jet fuel by 2018. 

Political wrangling over the Pentagon's push into biofuels 
will begin again in earnest after next week's elections. Military 
officials hope to convince hawks in Congress that the 
investment is needed to ensure the military's war-fighting 
ability. 

"We're not doing it to be faddish; we're not doing it to be 
green," navy secretary Ray Mabus said at the Great Green 
Fleet demonstration. "We're not doing it for any other reason 
except it takes care of a military vulnerability." 

The U.S. navy already derives one-fifth of its energy from 
renewables 

The U.S. military is not only investing in clean energy, 
but also experimenting with methods to reinforce the ability of 
natural carbon sinks, such as vegetation, to pull carbon dioxide 
from the air. 

Military bases in the deserts of the south-west U.S. are on 
the cutting edge of carbon sequestration. In California's 
Mojave desert, vegetation and the lichens and bacteria that 
make up the soil crust may extract as much carbon from the 
atmosphere as a temperate forest of the same area, according 
to one study (Global Change Biology, doi.org/cxhmh4). 

Dave Mouat of the Desert Research Institute in Reno, 
Nevada, is now quantifying carbon sequestration at the 
Twentynine Palms marine base in southern California. His 
group has set up towers with equipment to measure 
atmospheric fluctuations in CO2, and taken aerial photos of 
the vegetation from low-flying helicopters. The data will allow 
the researchers to identify which areas of the base are the 
greatest carbon sinks and may suggest ways to manage the 
desert to sequester more carbon. 

In future, this could help the base meet greenhouse gas 
emission targets under California's Global Warming Solutions 
Act. It is already possible to offset emissions cuts by planting 
trees, but new rules would be needed to allow similar credits 
for boosting desert carbon sinks. 
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NAVAL ACADEMY: 
24. With Lasers On Their Way, Naval Academy Preps Mids 
(ANNAPOLIS CAPITAL GAZETTE 01 NOV 12) ... Alex Jackson 

They don’t go “pew-pew” and won’t replace guns, but 
laser guns are coming soon to Navy ships. 

Naval Academy officials say lasers are in the Navy’s near 
future. The academy introduced midshipmen to the concept 
six years ago; soon thereafter it launched the Directed Energy 

Research Center, said Capt. Richard J. Watkins, director of the 
Naval Academy’s research center. 

“All the people at the Naval Academy are going to be 
driving ships, submarines or airplanes. So they will be the 
people responsible for using that weapon,” Watkins said. 
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Different lasers will serve different purposes, said Naval 
Academy professor Carl Mungan, who has researched lasers 
for a decade. 

The first weaponized lasers were solid-state devices 
commercialized in 2009 by Northrop Grumman. 

Mungan said solid-state lasers are small and get very hot. 
Fiber-optic lasers, like ones used since the 1980s to cut steel 
for cars and for other welding jobs, are intense and bright, 
Mungan said. 

Each branch of the military has its own ideas about how 
to use lasers, Mungan said. The Navy has put its energy and 
money into a third type — free electron lasers. FELs have 
certain advantages — they can be high-powered and tunable. 

These lasers aren’t anything Luke Skywalker would 
recognize. 

“You can’t just hit a target, you have to hold that spot 
long enough for the laser to burn through,” Watkins said. 
That’s a problem, he said, “if you’re on a ship tossing and 

dynamically moving through the ocean and the target’s also 
moving.” 

This spring, the academy introduced a third course — 
Mathematics of Light — focusing on laser-related material. 
There’s a laser reading course for plebes and third-class mids 
called “Intro to Laser Research,” and another, “Directed 
Energy: Naval Application of Lasers,” for first- and second-
class mids. 

Watkins said laser studies incorporate many subjects, 
including math, physics, electrical engineering and weapons 
and systems engineering. 

The academy has developed STEM — science, 
technology, engineering and mathematics — modules for high 
school students who come in. 

“It is so easy to have a young person come through, show 
them some laser stuff and they immediately become 
interested,” Watkins said. “It’s a game-changer.” 
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VOTING: 
25. Military Voters In Middle Of Political Tug-Of-War 
Military voters make fine rope in political tugs-of-war 
(MILITARY UPDATE 01 NOV 12) ... Tom Philpott 

There's fresh data to indicate far fewer military personnel 
and dependents are using absentee ballots to vote this year 
than did in 2008. 

But beware of politicians or pundits who will rush to label 
the data as proof that military voters are being 
"disenfranchised," voting experts caution. 

Through Friday Oct. 28, a total of 846,442 military 
personnel, voting-age dependents and U.S. civilians living 
overseas had downloaded the Federal Post-Card Application 
(FPCA) from the website run by the Federal Voting 
Assistance Program (FVAP). That's a slide of 21 percent from 
2008. 

By the same date in 2008, at least 1,082,540 military and 
overseas voters had downloaded the post card, which they can 
use to register to vote and to request an absentee ballot. 

Pamela S. Mitchell, acting director of the FVAP, which 
administers the federal portion of the Uniformed and Overseas 
Citizens Absentee Voting Act, gave several possible reasons 
for the drop. One is that, with the Iraq war over, fewer military 
are deployed including Guard and Reserve members. 

Also, in 2008 both parties had contested presidential 
primaries, not just Republicans as was true this year. Finally, 
Mitchell said, there are more options than the FVAP for voters 
to get postcard applications including voting assistance 
officers and election websites run by the states. 

For all of that, a drop of 236,000 is large enough also to 
indicate a general decline in voter interest. Mitchell conceded 
that point too. 

"We encourage voting but we recognize that, at the end of 
the day, it's a personal choiceÂ…What we want to make sure 
of is that, for those who want to execute that right, we provide 
every assistance possible," Mitchell said. 

This year the FVAP is "in the best place it has ever been" 
to help, she said. "We have our web portal, which is 
information rich, providing links to all 55 states and territories. 

We have online wizards that walk you through the process of 
registering, requesting a ballot or using a back up ballot," 
Mitchell said. "We have a call center [1-800 438-VOTE] that 
operates from 6 a.m. to 8 p.m. Eastern Time [Monday through 
Friday] and we offer live chat assistance in the same hours." 

In addition there are more than 13,000 unit voting 
assistance officers and, at all 221 military installations 
worldwide, new voter assistance offices. 

Also by Election Day two million military members with 
".mil" addresses will have received nine "email blast" 
reminders on how to register and vote. So folks who desire to 
vote should know how, Mitchell said. 

Still, controversy over absentee voting persists. This year 
it swirls around the new installation voting offices required by 
the Military and Overseas Voter Empowerment (MOVE) Act 
of 2009. 

As reported here in August, an advocacy group, the 
Military Voter Protection Project (MVPP), claimed that delays 
setting up and properly using these offices were to blame for 
an alarming drop in number of early requests for absentee 
ballots. Authored by MVPP executive director Eric Eversole, 
the report compared preliminary data from select states with 
military absentee ballots sent out in 2008. It got a lot of news 
coverage. 

By October, however, Michael P. McDonald, a professor 
at George Mason University and scholar on the voting 
process, said the MVPP report was "poorly sourcedÂ…It has 
no credibility and should be treated as such." 

Bob Carey, director of FVAP from 2009 through May this 
year, also hit back. He told reporter Bryant Jordan of 
Military.com that Eversole failed to consider that many 
thousands of absentee ballots in 2008 had been sent 
automatically to military voters at addresses used in the 2006 
election. After states complained that automatic mailings to 
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target a mobile military population were wasteful, the MOVE 
Act of 2009 ended them. 

Interviewed for this column, Carey went farther to attack 
MVPP for blaming a drop in absentee ballot requests on 
tardiness in establishing voting assistance offices on base, as 
the MOVE Act required. 

"Those two issues are totally separate from each other and 
totally irrelevant to each other," Carey told me. "The reason 
there's a lower number of ballots being transmitted is 
exclusively the issue of no longer automatically transmitting 
ballots [to addresses] from prior election cycles." 

Carey summed up the report's flawed reasoning this way: 
"There were no installation voting assistance offices in 

2008. There are in 2012. But voter numbers have gone down 
in 2012, and it's because the services are not doing the 
installation voting assistance offices well enough. You can see 
the fundamental problem with the logic here," he said. 

Carey refused to assign motive for the report. He said 
Eversole, a Navy Reserve lawyer, has been a strong advocate 
for military voters. He worked absentee voter issues for John 
McCain (R-Ariz.) during the senator's presidential bid in 2008. 
Eversole also won a landmark legal decision at state level on 
behalf of military voters, Carey said. 

MVPP is funded by the Legacy Foundation, an Iowa-
based "educational" organization, begun in 2009, to "advance 

individual liberty, free enterprise, and limited and accountable 
government" through "independent, non-partisan research on 
public policy matters and initiatives," its website explains. 
Eversole said MVPP is nonpartisan but does not disclose its 
donors. 

The Legacy Foundation website says it does not support 
or endorse candidates. News reports say it has backed right-
wing causes including Arizona's controversial immigration 
law. It also brought a lawsuit last year against a Democratic-
led congressional redistricting plan in Maryland. 

Bruce Rastetter, a wealthy GOP donor and former 
business partner of the billionaire Koch brothers, who back 
conservative causes and candidates, is a former chairman of 
foundation, the Baltimore Sunreported last year. 

Eversole told me MVPP has "worked at all times to make 
this a non-partisan issue. I have repeatedly made clear that 
neither President Obama nor his administration is to blame" 
for a decline in absentee votes. 

He said the FVAP "failed to create a more systematic 
basis for allowing military voters to register and request 
ballots" by not using base voting offices as part of the check in 
and check out process, in the same way many states use 
vehicle registration offices to accommodate voter registration. 
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COMMENTARY: 
26. China’s Island Strategy: “Redefine The Status Quo” 
(THE DIPLOMAT 01 NOV 12) ... M. Taylor Fravel 

The most striking feature of China’s behavior in its 
maritime disputes this year has been efforts to redefine the 
status quo. In its disputes with the Philippines and Japan, 
China has used the presence of its civilian maritime law 
enforcement agencies to create new facts on the water to 
strengthen China’s sovereignty claims. 

Before April 2012, neither China nor the Philippines 
maintained a permanent presence at Scarborough Shoal. 
Fishermen from the Philippines, Vietnam, Taiwan and China 
operated in and around the large reef. At times in the past, 
especially in the late 1990s and early 2000s, the Philippine 
navy had arrested Chinese fishermen who were inside the 
shoal. Since then, Chinese patrols have sailed by the shoal, but 
no effort has been undertaken to exercise effective control 
over the shoal or its surrounding waters. 

The situation changed following the standoff over 
sovereignty of Scarborough Shoal. The standoff began in 
April 2012 when the Philippine navy prepared to arrest 
Chinese fishermen who were operating in the shoal’s lagoon. 
After receiving a distress call, two China Marine Surveillance 
(CMS) vessels arrived on the scene, blocking the entrance to 
the lagoon and preventing the arrest of the Chinese fishermen. 
After the fishing boats left the shoal, however, government 
ships from both sides remained to defend claims to 
sovereignty over the shoal. By the end of May, China had 
deployed as many as seven CMS and Bureau of Fisheries 
Administration ships. 

In early June, the Philippines announced that an 
agreement had been reached with China for a mutual 
withdrawal of ships. Although China never publicly confirmed 

the existence of such an agreement, ships from both sides left 
in mid June as a typhoon approached the area. Later, however, 
Chinese ships returned and appear have maintained a 
permanent presence in the waters around the shoal since then. 
In mid July 2012, for example, an intrepid news crew from Al 
Jazeera videotaped an attempt to visit the shoal, only to be 
turned away by a combination of CMS and fisheries 
administration vessels. China has also roped off the sole 
entrance to the lagoon inside the shoal to control access to it. 

Before the standoff, China had no permanent presence at 
Scarborough Shoal. Three months later, China had effective 
control of the shoal and the surrounding waters, thereby 
altering the status quo in this dispute in its favor. As an 
editorial in the Global Times noted, China has “directly 
consolidated control” of the shoal. 

A similar dynamic is underway in the East China Sea over 
the Senkaku / Diaoyu Islands. Before the Japanese 
government’s purchase of three of the islets from a private 
citizen in September 2012, Chinese government ships had 
generally avoided entering the 12 nautical mile limit of 
Japan’s territorial waters around the islands. As I wrote 
several years ago, China and Japan appeared to have a tacit 
agreement from the mid-2000s to limit the presence of ships 
and citizens near the islands in an effort to manage the 
potential for escalation. 

In September 2010, the detention of a Chinese fishing 
captain whose boat had broached the 12 nautical mile limit 
and then rammed a Japanese Coast Guard ship sparked a crisis 
in China-Japan relations. Part of China’s response included 
increasing the number of patrols by marine surveillance and 
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fisheries vessels near the islands. Most of the time, these boats 
remained beyond Japan’s 12 nautical mile territorial waters 
around the Senkakus or crossed this line only briefly. China in 
practical terms continued to accept Japanese de facto control 
of the islands and their associated territorial waters (over 
which a state enjoys sovereignty rights under the UN 
Convention on the Law of the Sea). 

After the purchase of the islands last month, however, 
China has abandoned this approach. China first issued 
baselines to claim its own territorial waters around the islands 
and then began to conduct almost daily patrols within its 
newly-claimed waters – directly challenging the Japanese 
control that it had largely accepted before. The purpose of the 
patrols is two-fold: to demonstrate that the purchase of the 
islands will not affect China’s sovereignty claims and to 
challenge Japan’s position that there is no dispute over the 
sovereignty of the islands. 

Although China does not control the waters around the 
Senkakus (unlike the situation at Scarborough), it no longer 
accepts de facto Japanese control. On October 31, a Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs spokesman asserted that a new status quo 
had been created. After describing China’s new patrols as 
“routine,” Hong Lai stated that “the Japanese side should face 
squarely the reality that a fundamental change has already 
occurred in the Diaoyu Islands.” 

In both cases, China responded to challenges to its claims 
with an enhanced physical presence to bolster China’s position 
and deter any further challenges. These responses suggest an 
even greater willingness to pursue unilateral actions to 
advance its claims. In neither case is a return to the status quo 
ante likely. 

M. Taylor Fravel is an Associate Professor of Political 
Science and member of the Security Studies Program at the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology. 

Return to Index 
 

27. Trouble For Tokyo: Japan’s Foreign Policy Challenges 
(THE DIPLOMAT 02 NOV 12) ... J. Berkshire Miller 

Faced with a rising China, Russia's 'pivot' to Asia, and 
challenges with North and South Korea, Japan may need to 
reboot its Foreign Policy. 

Officials in Tokyo have known for some time that Japan’s 
regional foreign policy needs to be revamped. The economic 
crisis has brought Japan’s export giants to their knees and 
forced the country’s economy to look at different ways of 
conducting business. Moreover, the nuclear crisis in 
Fukushima last spring further intensified Japan’s already acute 
energy security dilemmas. The dynamic security environment 
in Northeast Asia has not helped Japan’s footing either. Tokyo 
sees itself virtually surrounded by geopolitical challenges on 
all sides, including territorial disputes with China, South 
Korea and Russia and the consistent challenges it faces from 
an unpredictable regime in Pyongyang. 

But all is not doom and gloom. Japan surely faces tough 
choices in how it conducts its foreign policy, but so do other 
states in the region. China needs to balance its regional 
ambitions with the strategic reality that primacy will not be 
voluntarily relinquished by Washington, Tokyo, Moscow or 
Seoul. South Korea also charts an uncertain course. Despite 
weathering the economic crisis better than Japan, South Korea 
is still vulnerable to the financial risks brought on by high 
household debt and the enhanced competition it faces since 
signing a series of free trade agreements. On the security front, 
Seoul continues to stare down a volatile cadre of military 
leaders in Pyongyang that have arguably accumulated even 
more power since Kim Jong-il’s death. Similarly, Russia, 
despite its “Pacific moment” this year at the Vladivostok 
APEC Summit, will need to considerably recalibrate its 
approach to the region if it wants to sufficiently benefit from 
its claims as an Asian superpower. 

It is not too late for a proactive Japanese foreign policy in 
Asia. Tokyo needs to leverage the capital that it has already 
accrued amongst states in the region to regain some of its lost 
prestige. 

One of the most obvious ways Japan can do this is 
through making the tough decisions that earmark its entry into 
the Trans Pacific Partnership (TPP). This is a move 
championed by industrial heavyweights such as Toyota, 

Toshiba and Mitsubishi, but fiercely opposed by lobbyists 
representing Japanese farmers who fear – with good reason – 
that the TPP will effectively eliminate their competitive 
advantage at home by ending exorbitant tariffs on agricultural 
imports. It may be political suicide for Prime Minister 
Yoshihiko Noda to completely abandon the farmers – 
especially considering it was their area that was most affected 
by the tsunami and earthquake last year. This caveat 
notwithstanding, it is imperative that Noda impress upon the 
agricultural block – which makes up merely 1.4% of Japan’s 
GDP – that the country’s economic survival is at stake. 

The TPP is not an economic vaccine though. Japan’s 
economic engagement with Asia needs to complement this 
with a focus on expanding its footprint with bilateral trade 
agreements. Tokyo has taken a proactive approach in this area 
in recent years, inking Economic Partnership Agreements with 
India, Singapore, Malaysia, Thailand, Indonesia, Vietnam, 
Brunei and the Philippines. Japan must now speed-up the pace 
of current EPA negotiations with regional heavyweights South 
Korea and Australia. It remains imperative that Tokyo not lose 
sight of the strategic importance of the former in light of 
recent sparring over the disputed Dokdo/Takeshima islets. 

Japan’s presence in the region’s key multilateral 
institutions such as the Asia Pacific Economic Cooperation 
(APEC), the Association of Southeast Asian Nations 
(ASEAN) and the East Asia Summit (EAS) is another vehicle 
that should continue to drive Tokyo’s foreign policy. Japan 
has a perfect opportunity to articulate its role during 
Indonesia’s hosting of APEC next year which would allow 
leaders in Tokyo to leverage APEC’s temporary congruence 
with ASEAN and the EAS – which are also housed in Jakarta. 

While Japan’s economic challenges in a dynamic Asia-
Pacific are considerable, there are also significant political 
hurdles that its leaders can address through enhanced regional 
diplomacy. It has been a tough year for Japan’s security 
establishment, which has been ill-prepared to adequately 
manage its territorial disputes with China, South Korea and 
Russia. China has reemerged as the dominant strategic power 
among states in Northeast Asia. Beijing’s primacy in the 
region, while still at least a decade away, has only been 
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challenged thus far by the United States. The situation is a bit 
more nuanced with regard to Russia and South Korea. Both 
countries have advanced considerably over the past decade but 
still suffer from a lack of strategic depth in Asia. Russia 
realizes that the continent is changing and it leaders know 
must react quickly or risk being left out. Seoul on the other 
hand has a security policy – focused on North Korea – which 
limits it ability to free up resources for a stronger economic 
push into Asia. 

Despite these formidable challenges, both Russia and 
South Korea have seized the opening provided by an assertive 
Chinese foreign policy to pressure Japan with unprecedented 
measures on their territorial disputes. Essentially, both states 
have exploited Chinese actions for their benefit and are 
engaged in tacit “free riding” on the heels of Beijing. Why are 
Russia and South Korea taking this approach? It seems that 
Seoul and Moscow have made a calculated gamble that Japan 
will buckle or – at the very least – make concessions as a 
result of the overwhelming pressure from its neighbors. Good 
relations with Japan are too important to South Korea and 
Russia for them to confront Tokyo directly. As a result, both 
states have opted to shield their provocations under the scope 
of Chinese policy and the dynamic power architecture in 
Northeast Asia. 

Aside from these disputes, leaders in Japan have been 
plagued for years by its toxic relationship with North Korea. 
There have been slight indications lately that a thaw might be 
palatable to both sides. Any talk of détente though would have 
to start with confidence building measures around the long 
simmering issue of the outstanding Japanese nationals 
abducted by North Korea nearly thirty years ago. Of course, 
Pyongyang and Tokyo being at loggerheads is not a new 
development. Relations between Japan and North Korea have 
been tense for decades. Aside from the abduction row, Tokyo 
also condemns the North for its belligerent missile tests over 
Japanese territory and Pyongyang’s nuclear weapons program. 
As a result, Tokyo has maintained a tough set of unilateral 
sanctions to complement the existing UN Security Council 
penalties on Pyongyang that have been in place since the 
North’s first nuclear test in 2006. These sanctions, which were 
renewed earlier this year, have effectively cut off all bilateral 
trade between the countries. On the other hand, North Korea 
has issues with Japan lingering from its colonization of the 

Korean peninsula before and during World War II. Tokyo 
continues to be a dart board for the North’s hardliners who 
accuse it of being a mere outpost of Washington. The North 
also takes a hard stance against Japan’s territorial claim to 
Takeshima/Dokdo and recently insisted that the issue was 
“directly related to (Korean) national dignity” and that there 
could be “no concession or compromise” with Tokyo. 

Japan needs to take a strategic approach to these 
geopolitical challenges. It appears that this route is already 
being tested with North Korea, as a traditionally risk-adverse 
foreign ministry in Tokyo makes a calculated gamble that 
Pyongyang might be ready for serious talks. The spillover 
effects of positive strides with North Korea – even if mere 
window-dressing – should not be discounted. South Korea, 
China and Moscow – all of which have a stake in Pyongyang’s 
future – would realize that Japan is not just providing lip-
service on North Korea. This could potentially erode China’s 
tacit support of the North’s quest to isolate Japan from a 
meaningful seat at the table when/if the moribund Six Party 
Talks resume. There have also been indications that Japan and 
Russia are exploring ways to resolve their outstanding 
territorial dispute. 

It would be an exaggeration to frame Japan’s regional 
foreign policy as an impending crisis. Japan has spent decades 
building its prestige through soft power relationships among 
ASEAN states, Central Asia (via the Central Asia plus Japan 
Dialogue) and South Asia (through the South Asian 
Association for Regional Cooperation). As others have noted, 
Japan’s relations with India have been expanding in recent 
years as both states – leery of China – take the next step to a 
potential strategic partnership. However, as the Asian states 
continue to contort their foreign policies, Tokyo will need to 
bank on more than goodwill and trade. This means getting 
serious about political and security relationships with natural 
allies in the region such as India, Australia, Mongolia, 
Thailand, Vietnam and ,– despite the nationalist posturing, 
South Korea. These steps, combined with enhanced trade 
relations with ASEAN and APEC will reduce the magnitude 
of the challenges Japan may encounter in future foreign policy 
pitfalls. 

J. Berkshire Miller holds a fellowship with the Centre for 
Strategic and International Studies Pacific Forum. 
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28. South Korean Navy: “To The Sea, To The World” 
(COUNCIL ON FOREIGN RELATIONS 01 NOV 12) ... Terence Roehrig 

The Republic of Korea (ROK) Navy welcomes visitors to 
its website with the headline, “To the Sea, To the World.” 
Over the past two decades, South Korea has been building an 
ocean-going, blue water navy that is capable of extended 
operations in waters beyond the peninsula. After the sinking of 
the Cheonan, the Navy scaled back plans to build a blue water 
navy to focus attention on more immediate defense needs 
around the peninsula. 

Last week, the ROK Navy announced a plan to resume 
the expansion of its blue water fleet with a new line of 
submarines, more Aegis-class destroyers, and twenty frigates. 

One of South Korea’s successful uses of its blue water 
capability has been its participation in counter-piracy 
operations in the Gulf of Aden. In spring 2009, Seoul sent the 

Cheonghae unit consisting of one DDH-II destroyer, a Lynx 
helicopter, and a team of 30 Navy SEALS to join Counter 
Task Force (CTF)-151, a group of 25 countries that patrols the 
waters in the Gulf of Aden and off the coast of Somalia. For 
over three years, the Cheonghae unit has been escorting ROK 
commercial vessels and those of other countries and when 
necessary, conducting operations to foil pirate attacks and 
rescue seized vessels. The most high profile of these efforts 
was freeing the South Korean ship Samho Jewelry in January 
2011. 

South Korea’s participation in CTF-151 has been 
important for several reasons. First, the operation protects the 
country’s extensive commercial interests and its citizens who 
work on these ships. Second, as a rising middle power that is 
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heavily dependent on ocean-borne commerce,South Korea 
fulfills its responsibility to aid in protecting the global 
maritime commons. These efforts, in turn, provide an 
important boost to Seoul’s standing as an able provider of 
security in the international environment. Finally, CTF-151 
has also given South Korea the opportunity to share the 
operational experience it has accumulated over the years with 
other navies while also gaining experience from its 
participation in multilateral operations. CTF-151 has 
acknowledged South Korean proficiency by asking Seoul on 
two occasions to serve as overall commander of the task force. 
All of this comes at a bargain cost–South Korea’s CTF-151 
operations budget is only about one-tenth of one percent of the 
country’s annual defense budget. 

South Korea’s participation is one of many important 
contributions the country is making to global peace and 

stability as outlined in the CFR’s new e-book, Global Korea. 
Joining CTF-151 would not have been possible without a 
modern, blue-water navy. South Korea must continue to pay 
close attention to coastal defense and the North Korean threat. 
Yet, with South Korea’s growing power and influence comes 
a responsibility to contribute to multilateral actions for 
maintaining international security. The book The U.S.-South 
Korea Alliance includes a chapter describing South Korea’s 
naval development and implications for the U.S.-ROK 
alliance. Participation in CTF-151 is one measure that 
demonstrates South Korea’s increasing naval capability and 
interest in playing an important role in global security. 

Terence Roehrig is professor of National Security Affairs 
and director of the Asia-Pacific Studies Group at the U.S. 
Naval War College. 
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29. Vietnam’s Undersea Anti-Access Fleet 
(THE DIPLOMAT 01 NOV 12) ... James R. Holmes 

If nothing else, this series on access denial shows that 
anti-access strategy comes in many varieties. Vietnam too is 
pursuing such a strategy, founded on a squadron of six Kilo-
class submarines Russia is building for the Vietnam People’s 
Navy under a contract inked in 2009. 

In August the Vietnamese press reported that the first boat 
has been launched, and that all six will be delivered by 2016. 
The elusive Kilos should make a lethal access-denial force. 
While China’s People’s Liberation Army Navy operates Kilos 
itself, it has conspicuously neglected antisubmarine warfare 
hardware and techniques. It seems South China Sea waters 
will remain opaque to Chinese commanders for the 
foreseeable future despite the PLA Navy’s overwhelming 
superiority over the Vietnam People’s Navy. 

First consider the politics of access denial, as we did with 
Iran and North Korea. Vietnam and China, like North and 
South Korea, are contiguous powers with vital interests at 
stake in the same waters. Vital interests like territory beget 
strong passions. Whereas Iran prizes its ability to manage 
offshore waters and skies more than the United States cares 
about operating there—and thus commands a political edge—
both Hanoi and Beijing are impassioned about their maritime 
claims in the South China Sea. Both are prepared to wage 
efforts of serious magnitude and duration,commensurate with 
their material capacity to carry on the competition. Neither is 
likely to relent after dispassionately tallying up the costs and 
hazards of operating in waters its opponent wants to place off-
limits. The result: a combustible situation. 

Several tactical and operational characteristics of 
Vietnamese access denial are worth pondering. Its anti-access 
force, like all such forces, is asymmetric to the adversary it is 

designed to oppose. But unlike relatively balanced Iranian and 
North Korean forces, the Vietnamese access-denial contingent 
is almost purely one-dimensional. Hanoi doubtless chose well 
if it could select only one platform to execute its strategy. 
Submarines offer enormous bang for the buck, and they are 
survivable. Still, this also means that advances in Chinese 
antisubmarine warfare could nullify Vietnam’s effort to fend 
off the PLA Navy. Next, Vietnamese access denial could take 
on an offensive as well as a defensive character. Vietnamese 
Kilos could, say, loiter unseen off the Chinese naval station at 
Sanya, on Hainan Island, holding PLA Navy submarines at 
risk at the delicate moment when they are entering or leaving 
port—exposing them to enemy action. 

Access denial—a strategically defensive posture—could 
therebytake on an escalatory hue.The inception of a 
Vietnamese undersea fleet will further crowd the already 
crowded waterspace of Southeast Asia, complicating efforts to 
discriminate among friend, foe, and bystander. China operates 
Kilos; so will Vietnam; even India could conceivably dispatch 
Kilos to the region. And this leaves aside the different 
submarine types deployed by Singapore, Malaysia, and other 
regional seafaring states. The chances for miscalculations and 
mishaps will only grow as access-denial strategies take shape. 

Not long ago, pundit Robert Kaplan pronounced the 
South China Sea “the future of conflict.” Kaplan may have 
spoken truer than he knew. 

James R. Holmes is an associate professor of strategy at 
the U.S. Naval War College where he specializes in U.S., 
Chinese and Indian maritime strategy and U.S. diplomatic and 
military history 
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30. Arms Sales, Politics And “Frankenforces” 
(THE DIPLOMAT 01 NOV 12) ... Dr. Robert Farley 

One of the many ways in which the East Asian balance of 
power does not resemble the “classic” Cold War is in the 
structure of the arms trade. 

During the Cold War Soviet arms dominated the Eastern 
European market, as well as the markets of politically 
connected Soviet client states in the Middle East and Africa. 

Western supply was more varied, with the United States 
occupying a central position but French, British, German, and 
other arms suppliers sometime vying for the same customers 
as the Soviets (especially in the Middle East). Nevertheless, in 
the Cold War a commitment to an arms supplier often implied 
a geostrategic commitment to one superpower. 
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East and Southeast Asian states have yet to replicate this 
pattern in the post-Cold War era. At this point, China’s 
primarily arms sales targets remain in Sub-Saharan Africa and 
the Middle East. Pakistan also buys a substantial amount of 
Chinese arms, but China’s major regional arms clients 
(Burma, North Korea, and to an extent Cambodia) remain 
distinctly second-tier in terms of purchasing power. The 
increasing sophistication of Chinese equipment, assuming 
reliability problems can be dealt with, could incline other 
regional states to purchase Chinese weapons. However, 
committing to Chinese supplies also risks a political 
commitment to the PRC, which might sit poorly with the 
United States. For its own part, the United States has major 
customers in Taipei, Seoul, and Tokyo, notwithstanding those 
nations’ own robust defense industries. The U.S. has also 
made inroads into Southeast Asia, with significant sales to 
Indonesia and the Philippines. 

An arms relationship represents both an economic and a 
political commitment. What’s at stake in making such a 
commitment? While Sino-U.S. competition likely won’t 
descend into the kind of alliance structure that predominated 
during the Cold War, some navies could nevertheless find 
themselves on the “wrong side” of political competition in the 
Western Pacific, which could leave them vulnerable. 
Committing to one supplier creates a relationship of 
dependency, with the client needing to stay in the good graces 
of the patron in order to maintain access to spares, munitions, 
and modernization kits. The smaller navies of Southeast Asia 
need to decide how best to develop force structures in a future 
which may see competition between the United States and 
China. 

Several navies have chosen to avoid the problem of 
commitment by purchasing from extra-regional supplies such 
as Russia and the European Union. Malaysia, Thailand, 

Vietnam, and Indonesia already pursue this option, with 
Vietnam purchasing primarily Russian equipment and the rest 
purchasing from a variety of European suppliers. These 
policies have their own Cold War analogues, as numerous 
states pursued what amounted to buffet style arms acquisition 
strategies. This sometimes resulted in the creation of 
“frankenforces,” deploying incompatible equipment purchased 
from a wide variety of firms. The Egyptian armed forces 
provide an excellent example, operating fighter aircraft 
acquired from France, the United States, China, and the Soviet 
Union. Frankenforces, despite the interoperatibility problems 
they created, had the advantage of avoiding the political 
problems associated with a patron-client military relationship. 

Procurement is hardly the only minefield facing regional 
navies, as they also need to navigate through political 
associations on the high sea. The Cooperative Seapower 
Strategy espoused by the U.S. Navy (USN) concentrates on 
producing connections between the USN and regional navies, 
to the extent that even junior officers become familiar with 
each other and with the procedures of each other’s fleets. 
These connections potentially have long-term strategic effect 
by embedding a political relationship to the United States (not 
to mention an interpretation of the USN’s vision of the 
maritime sphere) within the organizational structures of 
regional navies. Indeed, the cooperative direction the USN is 
pursuing can be understood as pre-emption of Sino-U.S. 
competition in the Western Pacific. As of yet the PLAN has 
not undertaken a similar project of engagement, the absence of 
which may portend the continued predominance of U.S. 
maritime influence in the region. 

Dr. Robert Farley is an assistant professor at the 
Patterson School of Diplomacy and International Commerce, 
at the University of Kentucky. 
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31. The Price Of Abandoning Afghanistan 
(WASHINGTON POST 02 NOV 12) ... Hussain Haqqani 

American foreign policy is not making enough of an 
effort to contain Islamist extremism, and the consequences are 
likely to roil not only Afghanistan and Pakistan but, 
eventually, the wider region and beyond. 

In 1998, Osama bin Laden described U.S. soldiers as 
“paper tigers” and predicted that U.S. aversion to war would 
lead to the success of his ideology. “We have seen in the last 
decade the decline of the American government and the 
weakness of the American soldier,” bin Laden said in an 
interview. “He is ready to wage cold wars but unprepared to 
fight hot wars … this was proven in Beirut when the Marines 
fled after two explosions … this was then repeated in 
Somalia.” 

Unfortunately, bin Laden’s followers and other extremists 
can add Afghanistan to that list. Al-Qaeda’s allies, the 
Taliban, have been neither decisively defeated nor forced to 
the negotiating table. The emergence of democratic 
governments in the greater Middle East has offered the United 
States opportunities to help its ideological allies confront the 
Islamist narrative of victimhood and revenge. Instead, the 
dictates of U.S. politics have reaffirmed that narrative. 

In last week’s foreign policy debate, President Obama 
said that success against al-Qaeda can be achieved simply by 

tracking down and killing those identified as terrorists. This 
view is no doubt rooted in the U.S. electorate’s disapproval of 
distant wars. But this thinking fails to take into account how 
drones and other remote tactics are used to encourage 
extremism among the world’s 1.6 billion Muslims. 
Ideologically motivated radicals can recruit, train and regroup 
even after their leaders have been killed in drone strikes. And 
the American aversion to long wars fits into bin Laden’s 
prediction that the United States would withdraw from the 
greater Middle East rather than stay and fight. 

Republican presidential nominee Mitt Romney speaks in 
general of the need for a multidimensional strategy to 
marginalize extremists in the Islamic world. But he is seeking 
to get elected by war-weary voters in an environment of 
economic difficulty. There are no votes for either candidate in 
questioning the wisdom of fighting under a deadline. 

Although important, the killing of bin Laden did not end 
the war that began with the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist attacks. 
Al-Qaeda and its affiliates continue to recruit from North 
Africa to Southeast Asia. The ideology of Islamist revivalism, 
rooted in a culture of grievance and victimhood, remains 
powerful. Newly elected Islamist governments in some Arab 
countries, such as Egypt, will most likely fuel hatred of the 
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West as a substitute for economic and social success, just as 
Iran has done since its 1979 revolution. This, in turn, will 
continue to produce a steady flow of terrorists ready to kill 
Americans. 

Using drones to find and kill al-Qaeda leaders already 
known to U.S. intelligence will not end the war, either. 
Eventually, the United States will have to find Muslim allies 
who help limit the influence of ideas or organizations that turn 
some young Muslims into terrorists. Washington has made 
few efforts toward that end, depending on friendly autocrats or 
whoever manages to get elected instead of working to 
strengthen modernizing democrats who share Western values. 
Governments in the Muslim world would also have to deny 
terrorist groups the havens they enjoy now and shut down the 
organized recruitment and training of future terrorists. 

Taliban leader Mohammad Omar is frequently reported to 
have said, “Americans have the watches, but we have the 
time.” By announcing the deadline for withdrawal of U.S. 
troops from Afghanistan, the Obama administration has 
effectively told al-Qaeda and the Taliban how long they have 
to wait for the Americans to depart. For the sake of not 
sounding like a neoconservative interventionist, Romney has 
committed himself to the 2014 cut-off date. But that deadline 
may have to be reviewed. 

Time is needed to raise an effective Afghan national army 
able to secure the country. The Taliban’s ability to infiltrate 

the fledgling Afghan force — evidenced by the “green-on-
blue” killings this year — shows the shortsightedness of 
assuming that a quickly assembled army can, on its own, 
defeat an ideologically motivated enemy. If the United States 
and allied forces leave Afghanistan in 2014 with al-Qaeda and 
Taliban havens intact, U.S. forces are sure to have to return to 
the region after another 9/11-type event. 

Consider also that the impending U.S. withdrawal 
provides little incentive for Pakistan’s military to revisit its 
ambitions in Afghanistan. Although the Taliban increasingly 
threaten Pakistan, the Pakistani military and intelligence 
services continue to make distinctions among groups of 
Taliban and jihadis and considers some of them strategic 
allies. Pakistan is still clinging to hopes of greater influence 
over Afghanistan with the help of various Taliban factions 
after the withdrawal. 

Instead of signaling eagerness to exit Afghanistan, 
Washington should be demonstrating that the United States is 
willing to stay for as long as necessary. Ironically, a firm 
display of that iron will all along, coupled with a global 
strategy to combat extremist Islamist ideology, might have 
made an early withdrawal easier. 

Husain Haqqani was Pakistan’s ambassador to the 
United States from 2008 to 2011. He is a professor of 
international relations at Boston University and a senior 
fellow at the Hudson Institute. 
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32. Drone War 
The covert campaign against U.S. enemies should be brought out of the shadows. 
(WASHINGTON POST 02 NOV 12) ... Editorial Board 

It’s been 10 years since the first strike by an armed U.S. 
drone killed an al-Qaeda leader and five associates in Yemen. 
Since then, according to unofficial counts, there have been 
more than 400 “targeted killing” drone attacks in Pakistan, 
Yemen and Somalia — countries where the United States is 
not fighting a conventional war. About 3,000 people have 
been killed, including scores — maybe hundreds — of 
civilians. And though the United States is winding down its 
military mission in Afghanistan, the Obama administration, as 
The Post’s Greg Miller reported last week, “expects to 
continue adding names to kill or capture lists for years.” 

All of this causes increasing unease among Americans of 
both political parties — not to mention many U.S. allies. They 
are disturbed by the antiseptic nature of U.S. personnel 
launching strikes that they watch on screens hundreds or 
thousands of miles from the action. They question whether 
drone attacks are legal. They ask why the process of choosing 
names for the kill list as well as the strikes themselves are 
secret and whether such clandestine warfare does more harm 
than good to long-term U.S. interests. 

Some of these anxieties seem to us misplaced. But the 
means and objectives of drone attacks — and the Obama 
administration’s steps toward institutionalizing the system — 
deserve much more debate than they have attracted during the 
presidential campaign. 

Start with the misconceptions: Many critics second Kurt 
Volker, a former U.S. ambassador to NATO under President 
George W. Bush, who wrote on the opposite page Sunday that 
drone strikes allow U.S. adversaries to portray the United 
States as “a distant, high-tech, amoral purveyor of death.” 

While drones may indeed prompt such propaganda, they are 
really a more effective and — yes — humane way to conduct 
one of the age-old tactics for combating an irregular enemy: 
identifying and eliminating its leaders. That drones do not put 
the lives of U.S. soldiers at risk and cause fewer collateral 
deaths are virtues, not evils. 

Similarly, Mr. Volker asks “what we would say if others 
used drones to take out their opponents” — such as Russia in 
Chechnya or China in Tibet. The answer is twofold: Other 
nations will inevitably acquire and use armed drones, just as 
they have adopted all previous advances in military 
technology, from the bayonet to the cruise missile. But the 
legal and moral standards of warfare will not change. It’s hard 
to imagine that Russian drones would cause more devastation 
in Grozny than did Russian tanks and artillery, but if used 
there they would surely attract international censure. 

That brings us to the question of whether the United 
States deserves such censure for the way it is using drones in 
Pakistan, Yemen and Somalia — the three places they have 
been employed outside a conventional war zone. As we have 
written previously, the strikes meet tests for domestic and 
international legality. War against al-Qaeda and those who 
harbor it was authorized in 2001 by Congress, and the United 
States has the right under international law to defend against 
attacks on its homeland, which al-Qaeda forces in Pakistan 
and Yemen have launched. Moreover, the governments of 
Yemen, Somalia and, up to a point, Pakistan have consented to 
the strikes. 

The Obama administration’s heavy and increasing 
dependence on drones is nevertheless troubling. As Mitt 
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Romney said in endorsing the drone strikes during the last 
presidential debate, “we can’t kill our way out of this.” 
Terrorism can be defeated only by a comprehensive effort to 
encourage stable and representative governments and 
economic development in countries such as Pakistan and 
Afghanistan — a mission the administration, with its harping 
about “nation-building here at home,” appears increasingly 
disinclined to take on. Moreover, drone strikes do stoke 
popular hostility and therefore make U.S. political and 
diplomatic goals more difficult to achieve. 

Perhaps most troubling, the relative ease of using drones, 
combined with the Obama administration’s reluctance to 
detain foreign militants, which would be politically difficult at 
home, has produced a stark record: Thousands of al-Qaeda 
suspects killed by drones have been balanced by only one 
significant capture — a Somali who was held on a U.S. 
warship for two months before being turned over to the U.S. 
civilian justice system. 

In recent months drone strikes in Pakistan have decreased, 
partly in response to these negative effects. But The Post’s 
reporting suggests that the administration is working to 
institutionalize the system of creating “kill or capture” lists 
and is contemplating the use of drones in more countries 
where jihadist forces are active, including Libya and Mali. 
This raises new legal and political quandaries. The further — 
in geography, time and organizational connection — that the 
drone war advances from the original al-Qaeda target in 
Afghanistan, the less validity it has under the 2001 

congressional authorization. While the United States has legal 
cause to retaliate against the terrorists who attacked the U.S. 
Consulate in Benghazi, Libya, most of the world is unlikely to 
accept an argument that the Sept. 11, 2001, attacks justify 
drone strikes more than a decade later in Northern Africa. 

In our view, the continuing fight against al-Qaeda and 
other Islamic jihadists targeting the United States must be 
considered a war and conducted as such. Nevertheless, when 
that war ranges far from conventional battlefields, U.S. 
interests will be better served by greater disclosure, more 
political accountability, more checks and balances and more 
collaboration with allies. Drone strikes should be carried out 
by military forces rather than by the CIA; as with other 
military activities, they should be publicly disclosed and 
subject to congressional review. The process and criteria for 
adding names to kill lists in non-battlefield zones should be 
disclosed and authorized by Congress — just like the rules for 
military detention and interrogation. Before operations begin 
in a country, the administration should, as with other military 
operations, consult with Congress and, if possible, seek a vote 
of authorization. It should seek open agreements with host 
countries and other allies. 

There may be cases where the president must act 
immediately against an imminent threat to the country, 
perhaps from an unexpected place. But to institutionalize a 
secret process of conducting covert drone strikes against 
militants across the world is contrary to U.S. interests and 
ultimately unsustainable. 

Return to Index 
 
 



 1

CHINFO NEWS CLIPS 
Tuesday, October 02, 2012 

 
Further reproduction or distribution is subject to original copyright restrictions. 

To subscribe, go to http://www.chinfo.navy.mil/pages/clips.html. 

 
On This Day In The Navy: 
1939: Foreign ministers of countries of the Western Hemisphere agree to establish a neutrality zone around the Atlantic and 
Pacific coasts of North and South America to be enforced by the U.S. Navy. 
 

TOP STORIES: 
1. Geopolitics, Resources Put Maritime Disputes Back On Map 
(REUTERS 01 OCT 12) ... Peter Apps 

WASHINGTON -- Small and occupied largely by seabirds, goats and a unique indigenous species of mole, the islands named 
Senaku by Japan and Diaoyu by China have long been largely ignored. 

 
2. U.S. Abandoning Hopes For Taliban Peace Deal 
(NEW YORK TIMES 02 OCT 12) ... Matthew Rosenberg and Rod Nordland 

KABUL, Afghanistan — With the surge of American troops over and the Taliban still a potent threat, American generals and 
civilian officials acknowledge that they have all but written off what was once one of the cornerstones of their strategy to end the war 
here: battering the Taliban into a peace deal. 

 
3. Al-Qaeda In Africa Is Under Scrutiny 
Discussions include possible drone strikes 
(WASHINGTON POST 02 OCT 12) ... Greg Miller and Craig Whitlock 

The White House has held a series of secret meetings in recent months to examine the threat posed by al-Qaeda’s franchise in 
North Africa and consider for the first time whether to prepare for unilateral strikes, U.S. officials said. 

 

MIDEAST: 
4. Syrian Minister Accuses U.S. Of Stoking 'Terrorism' 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 01 OCT 12) ... Diaa Hadid 

UNITED NATIONS— Syria's foreign minister brought his regime's case before the world Monday, accusing the U.S. and its 
allies of promoting "terrorism" and blaming everyone from neighbors and extremists to the media for escalating the war — except the 
Syrian government. 

 
5. U.S. Pulls All Personnel From Eastern Libyan City 
Diplomatic outreach to Benghazi being done remotely 
(WASHINGTON POST 02 OCT 12) ... Anne Gearan and Michael Birnbaum 

The Obama administration has withdrawn all official government personnel from Benghazi, the Libyan city where the country’s 
revolution was born and where the U.S. ambassador was killed last month, U.S. officials and local residents said Monday. 

 

AFRICA: 
6. U.S Would Back 'Well Planned' African-Led Force For Mali 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 01 OCT 12) 

The United States would support a "well planned" and "well resourced" African-led force to help oust Islamist rebels in northern 
Mali, provided its neighbors back the idea, a U.S. official said Monday. 
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AFGHANISTAN: 
7. Patrol Turns Into Firefight With Afghan Soldiers 
(WASHINGTON POST 02 OCT 12) ... Ernesto Londoño 

Two days after the U.S. military resumed joint operations with Afghan security forces last week following a spate of “insider 
attacks,” a platoon of American soldiers stopped at an Afghan army checkpoint in a volatile eastern province. 

 
8. NATO Withdrawal From Afghanistan Could Be Speeded Up, Says Rasmussen 
Redeployment of some troops might be accelerated, says NATO chief, who admits 'green on blue' attacks 
have hit morale 
(THE GUARDIAN (UK) 01 OCT 12) ... Ian Traynor 

The retreat of western forces from Afghanistan could come sooner than expected, the head of NATO has said as he conceded that 
the recent Taliban strategy of "green on blue" killings had been successful in sapping morale. 

 

ASIA – PACIFIC: 
9. Coast Guard, Japan Ships Spar In Waters Off Diaoyutai Islands 
(THE CHINA POST 02 OCT 12) 

TAIPEI--Coast guard vessels from Taiwan and Japan sparred in waters near the disputed Diaoyutai Islands Monday over their 
countries' conflicting claims to the uninhabited island chain in the East China Sea. 

 
10. U.S. Helicopter Carrier En Route To West Phl Sea 
(PHILIPPINE STAR 02 OCT 12) ... By Jaime Laude 

MANILA, Philippines - A U.S. helicopter carrier with 2,200 U.S. Marines on board is headed for the West Philippine Sea (South 
China Sea) from Guam for scheduled joint exercises with the Philippine Marines this month. 

 
11. U.S. Sends Aircraft To Okinawa, Despite Fierce Opposition 
(NEW YORK TIMES 02 OCT 12) ... Martin Fackler 

TOKYO — The United States military sent the first batch of a sophisticated but accident-plagued new aircraft to an air base on 
Okinawa on Monday, going forward with its planned deployment despite unexpectedly fierce opposition by islanders and warnings 
that any crash could threaten the huge American military presence on the island. 

 
12. 3 More Ospreys Deployed At Futenma Base In Okinawa 
(KYODO NEWS 02 OCT 12) 

NAHA, Japan -- Three U.S. Marine Corps MV-22 Osprey transport aircraft arrived Tuesday at a base in Okinawa, a day after the 
first batch of six aircraft was sent to the island prefecture for deployment amid vocal opposition from local residents. 

 

AMERICAS: 
13. Brazil To Delay Jet Decision Until 2013, No Favorite 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 30 SEP 12) 

RIO DE JANEIRO — Brazil will postpone until next year a decision on a multi-billion-dollar contract to buy 36 next-generation 
fighter and there is currently no favorite, a government source said Friday. 

 

PERSONNEL: 
14. 70 Years Of Service-So Far 
Navy employee’s long journey began in 1942 and is still going strong. 
(NAVY TIMES 08 OCT 12) ... Jacqueline Klimas 

Sarkis Tatigian, the Defense Department’s longest serving employee still on the job, is celebrating 70 years with the Navy. 
 

15. Joint Chiefs Chair Seeks Dialogue About Veterans 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 01 OCT 12) ... John Milburn 

MANHATTAN, Kan. -- The chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff said Monday he wants to increase the national conversation 
about war veterans and how they're treated and regarded in society. 
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16. Sailor Under Investigation For Anti-Romney Blog Post 
(NAVY TIMES 08 OCT 12) ... Jacqueline Klimas 

You can call Mitt Romney a “narrow minded bigot” — just don’t do it in uniform. A Sailor at Naval Nuclear Power Training 
Command in Charleston, S.C., is under investigation for allegedly posting a letter to Romney on his Tumblr blog that accuses the 
presidential nominee of not caring about service members. 

 

AVIATION: 
17. U.S. Navy Works Through F-35C Air-Ship Integration Issues 
(FLIGHTGLOBAL (UK) 01 OCT 12) ... Dave Majumdar 

WASHINGTON, D.C. -- The Naval Sea Systems Command (NAVSEA) is working hard to integrate the Lockheed Martin F-35C 
Joint Strike Fighter onto the carrier deck, but challenges remain. 

 
18. Rear Adm. Named Deputy Of F-35 Program 
(NAVY TIMES 01 OCT 12) ... Joshua Stewart 

While the Navy is about to lose a sailor at the top of the Joint Strike Fighter Program, the service will be represented with the 
program’s new deputy. 

 

SURFACE FLEET: 
19. 'Mike Is Here With Us' 
Destroyer named for LI hero glides by 9/11 attack site that inspired him to join Navy 
(NEWSDAY (LONG ISLAND) 02 OCT 12) ... Martin C. Evans 

The USS Michael Murphy made its way up New York Harbor yesterday morning, past the national wound that inspired the ship's 
namesake to give his life hunting down America's enemies. 

 
20. USS Reuben James To Leave Pearl Harbor On Last Patrol 
(HONOLULU STAR-ADVERTISER 01 OCT 12) ... William Cole 

The USS Reuben James, a guided missile frigate, leaves Tuesday on its last deployment. 
 

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY: 
21. HP Adding Thin Client Services To Navy-Marine Corps Intranet 
(DEFENSE DAILY 02 OCT 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

Hewlett-Packard has begun building thin client computing into the Navy Marine Corps Intranet (NMCI), with plans to install 
them to serve up to 7,500 end users under a pilot program, a company official said Friday. 

 

CYBER: 
22. Cybersecurity Could Be Casualty Of Sequester Ax 
(POLITICO 01 OCT 12) ... Tony Romm 

The looming threat of sequestration could short-circuit one of the few cybersecurity agreements between lawmakers and the 
White House: the need for a bigger budget to protect government and private computer systems. 

 

CONGRESS / BUDGET: 
23. Leaders At Work On Plan To Avert Mandatory Cuts 
(NEW YORK TIMES 02 OCT 12) ... Jonathan Weisman 

WASHINGTON — Senate leaders are closing in on a path for dealing with the “fiscal cliff” facing the country in January, opting 
to try to use a postelection session of Congress to reach agreement on a comprehensive deficit reduction deal rather than a short-term 
solution. 

 
24. Feds: Taxpayers Would Cover Layoff Costs Under Sequester 
(POLITICO 01 OCT 12) ... Philip Ewing 

Taxpayers would be on the hook for the costs of laying off defense industry workers if automatic, across-the-board budget cuts 
were to take effect Jan. 2. 
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BUSINESS: 
25. After Obama Guidance, Lockheed Won't Issue Layoff Notices This Year 
(THE HILL 01 OCT 12) ... Jeremy Herb 

Lockheed Martin and other defense contractors backed down from issuing layoff notices to employees on Monday after the 
Obama administration promised to pick up the tab for severance costs resulting from sequestration. 

 
26. DoD Withholds Pay From Contractors 
Move Aims To Encourage Fixes To Faulty Business Systems 
(DEFENSE NEWS 01 OCT 12) ... Sarah Chacko 

For the past year, the Pentagon has withheld at least $42 million in payments from contractors. 
 

ENERGY: 
27. Naval Station Newport Honored For Energy Saving Initiatives 
(PROVIDENCE (RI) BUSINESS NEWS 01 OCT 12) 

NEWPORT – Naval Station Newport was selected for the 2012 Secretary of the Navy Energy and Water Management Platinum 
Level Recognition for its energy saving accomplishments during fiscal year 2011. 

 

INFRASTRUCTURE / INSTALLATIONS: 
28. Safety Board Rejected New Explosive Wharf At Bangor 
(KITSAP (WA) SUN 01 OCT 12) ... Ed Friedrich 

BANGOR — While the Navy was assuring people that a second explosives handling wharf at Naval Base Kitsap-Bangor 
wouldn't create new safety concerns, the military's explosives safety board was refusing to grant a permit for it. 

 

LEGAL: 
29. Sailors Await Resolution In Prostitution Scandal 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 01 OCT 12) ... Lolita C. Baldor 

WASHINGTON — Six months after members of the U.S. military and the Secret Service were embroiled in a prostitution 
scandal in Colombia, two Navy Sailors have been stripped of their security clearances and pulled off their regular jobs, but they have 
yet to be charged. 

 

COMMENTARY: 
30. Foreign Aid Under Fire On Many Fronts 
(WASHINGTON POST 02 OCT 12) ... Walter Pincus 

Is the Arab Spring going to lead to a U.S. foreign-aid fall? 
 

31. What If We're Wrong On Iran? 
In weighing an attack on Tehran's nuclear sites, it pays to remember the WMDs that weren't. 
(LOS ANGELES TIMES 02 OCT 12) ... Roger Z. George 

As the U.S. contemplates whether to attack Iran's nuclear facilities, intelligence community leaders should be asking themselves a 
question: What if we're wrong? 

 
32. The Navy Moves America Forward 
(DESERET NEWS (UTAH) 02 OCT 12) ... Rear Admiral Richard P. "Rick" Snyder 

America's Navy is on our nation's front line in war and in peace, operating on, above and below the sea. The Navy is America 
forward, deployed around the world, defending our nation's interests every day. 

 
33. Out Of The Darkness 
Increase in military suicides means stepping up awareness, treatment 
(NEWPORT NEWS DAILY PRESS 02 OCT 12) ... Editorial 

No way out. 
 

34. Know Your Political Limits 
(NAVY TIMES 08 OCT 12) ... Editorial 

“I know you don’t care about service members; you only want to start more wars and balloon the debt. You don’t know a damn 
thing about economics … You’re just a hateful and narrow-minded bigot. You are not presidential material.” 
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TOP STORIES: 
1. Geopolitics, Resources Put Maritime Disputes Back On Map 
(REUTERS 01 OCT 12) ... Peter Apps 

WASHINGTON -- Small and occupied largely by 
seabirds, goats and a unique indigenous species of mole, the 
islands named Senaku by Japan and Diaoyu by China have 
long been largely ignored. 

But as rising powers face off against each other in a battle 
not just for influence but also vital resources, such disputed 
islets, reefs, and areas of seabed are swiftly growing in 
importance; and not just in Asia. 

From the melting and resource-rich Arctic to the eastern 
Mediterranean, the South Atlantic to the East China Sea, legal 
wrangling, diplomatic posturing and military saber rattling are 
all on the rise. 

The current row between Beijing and Tokyo over five 
islets and three rocks seems one of the riskiest so far, putting 
two of Asia's most powerful states at loggerheads - although 
most experts believe talk of outright war is overstated for now. 

"Some of these lines have always been disputed," says 
Admiral Gary Roughead, a former U.S. Pacific Fleet 
commander who retired as Navy Chief of Operations last year 
and is now Annenberg distinguished fellow at Stanford 
University's Hoover Institute. 

"But the resource issue is giving them much greater edge. 
You have energy reserves, you have fish stocks - which are 
particularly essential to the Asian diet and which I think we 
too often ignore - and increasingly you are going to have 
interest in undersea minerals and rare earths." 

What began as a purely diplomatic row when Japan's 
government bought land on the islands from their private 
owner has escalated to so far bloodless confrontations between 
patrol boats and fishing craft. Last week, Taiwan - which also 
claims the islands and with them hundreds of square sea miles 
believed to contain considerable gas and oil - entered the fray 
as its own patrol craft and fishing boats entered the waters. 

"These disputes are definitely coming back into fashion," 
says Eric Thompson, head of strategic studies at the Centre for 
Naval Analyses, which provides analysis to the U.S. Navy and 
Pentagon amongst other clients as part of larger U.S.-
government funded think tank CNA. 

"You have profound geopolitical shifts... that are making 
certain states much more politically, economically and 
militarily more assertive. Then, you have new technologies 
that are putting resources within reach that would have been 
either unknown or impossible to access only a few years ago." 

Not all states resort to direct action. Later this year, Chile 
and Peru will go to the International Court of Justice to 
determine the exact location of their maritime boundary while 
Bangladesh and Myanmar went through a similar process at 
the Hamburg-based tribunal that arbitrates the United Nations 
Convention on Law of the Sea (UNCLOS). 

Argentina might be raising its rhetoric once again over 
what it calls the Malvinas and Britain calls the Falklands, but 
most diplomats believe it plans a diplomatic campaign rather 
than the kind of direct assault they launched in 1982. 

But in a growing number of cases, fishing boats, oil and 
gas exploration vessels and sometimes aircraft and warships 
find themselves in increasing if so far largely bloodless 
confrontation. 

Even areas so far unaffected, such as Africa's coastal 
waters, could soon also see mounting disputes as oil and gas 
finds pit neighboring nations against each other. 

"Launching land wars to seize resources is no longer seen 
as acceptable," says Nikolas Gvosdev, professor of national 
security studies at the U.S. Naval War College. "But a grab for 
resources at sea may be a different matter." 

"How Much Is Disputed? Pretty Much All Of It" 
On a map of the eastern Mediterranean, CNA strategy 

expert Thompson sketched out a block in the waters between 
Turkey, Cyprus, Israel and Lebanon - the sight of a potentially 
huge gas find first identified in 2009. 

"It's enough to meet almost the entire world's energy 
requirements for almost a year," he told Reuters on a visit to 
the Centre for Naval Analyses in Alexandria, Virginia earlier 
this year. "How much is disputed? Pretty much all of it." 

Last year, both Turkey and the government of Cyprus sent 
warships out alongside exploration vessels, ratcheting up 
tensions that had been easing since a 1974 war left Cyprus 
divided. Already increasingly asserting itself as a 
Mediterranean power, Turkey has made it clear it backs claims 
by the Turkish Cypriot enclave that occupies the island's 
north. 

Rivalry over gas looks to have further complicated the 
already increasingly acerbic relationship between one-time 
allies Turkey and Israel. Defense sources say the two 
countries' jets now periodically face off over the contested 
waters, although some believe all sides have been more 
restrained this year in part by preoccupation with events in 
nearby Syria. 

Even if such conflicts never spark open warfare, analysts 
say they can fuel wider regional tensions, arms races and 
potentially raise the risk of wars over other issues. 

That could be amongst the greatest danger from China's 
grandiose maritime claims, which have put it at loggerheads 
with almost every other regional power. While Beijing has 
become more assertive, foreign officials and other observers 
say other Asian states are following suit. 

Japan's focus on its territorial dispute, for example, is seen 
suggesting a very different approach to foreign policy than 
that usually followed by Tokyo since 1945. 

The most complex of China's disputes, over the oil-rich 
Spratly Islands, also wraps in the Philippines, Vietnam and 
Taiwan. All have stepped up sea and air patrols as well as 
garrisoning isolated atolls and floating patrol bases. 

High Stakes, Little Agreement 
Senior officials make it clear Washington would rather 

not be dragged in. Chief of Naval Operations Admiral 
Jonathan Greenert told reporters on Thursday that China and 
Japan needed to work out their differences on their own. 

"We've been very clear that these bilateral disagreements 
have to be worked out with the countries involved," Greenert 
said after a speech to the Association of the U.S. Navy. 

But the U.S. might struggle to stay on the sidelines, 
particularly given its alliances with Japan and other regional 
powers - almost all with disputes with China. 

"By the very nature of our global presence, we are going 
to end up becoming involved," Greenert's predecessor 
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Roughead told Reuters. "We are going to need to use our 
influence to push for peaceful solutions. But there are going to 
be challenges." 

The irony, resorts experts say, is that for companies to be 
willing to exploit the riches under the sea they will almost 
invariably require disputes resolved and conflict risks gone. 

But in times of economic headwinds, nationalistic rhetoric 
and posturing can seem an appealing distraction. Certainly, 
those trying to resolve such issues say it is getting harder. 

"The higher the stakes, the more difficult it is," says 
Lawrence Martin, a Washington DC-based maritime lawyer 
advising governments at law firm Foley Hoag. 

"Some of the states have domestic politics that makes it 
very difficult to back down." 

In principle, any such dispute should be arbitrated under 
the UN Convention UNCLOS, introduced in 1982 and ratified 

by most countries. The United States, however, has never 
signed, despite pleas by a succession of presidents, secretaries 
of state and defense and military chiefs to overcome 
objections from Congress where some members see it as 
overly restrictive. 

The paradox, U.S. experts in particular say, is that 
Washington has tended to follow the convention almost to the 
letter when making its own claims, while several states who 
have ratified it - most notably China - appeared to ignore it. 

"What we are seeing with these disputes is something we 
see in a lot of other areas as well," says Jonathan Wood, global 
issues analyst at London-based consultancy Control Risks. 
"It's increasingly rare to have global consensus on how to 
manage difficult issues. And when you think of how a single 
YouTube video can stir up demonstrations and riots, you can 
never guarantee these things will not get out of control." 
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2. U.S. Abandoning Hopes For Taliban Peace Deal 
(NEW YORK TIMES 02 OCT 12) ... Matthew Rosenberg and Rod Nordland 

KABUL, Afghanistan — With the surge of American 
troops over and the Taliban still a potent threat, American 
generals and civilian officials acknowledge that they have all 
but written off what was once one of the cornerstones of their 
strategy to end the war here: battering the Taliban into a peace 
deal. 

The once ambitious American plans for ending the war 
are now being replaced by the far more modest goal of setting 
the stage for the Afghans to work out a deal among themselves 
in the years after most Western forces depart, and to ensure 
Pakistan is on board with any eventual settlement. Military 
and diplomatic officials here and in Washington said that 
despite attempts to engage directly with Taliban leaders this 
year, they now expect that any significant progress will come 
only after 2014, once the bulk of NATO troops have left. 

“I don’t see it happening in the next couple years,” said a 
senior coalition officer. He and a number of other officials 
spoke on the condition of anonymity because of the delicacy 
of the effort to open talks. 

“It’s a very resilient enemy, and I’m not going to tell you 
it’s not,” the officer said. “It will be a constant battle, and it 
will be for years.” 

The failure to broker meaningful talks with the Taliban 
underscores the fragility of the gains claimed during the surge 
of American troops ordered by President Obama in 2009. The 
30,000 extra troops won back territory held by the Taliban, but 
by nearly all estimates failed to deal a crippling blow. 

Critics of the Obama administration say the United States 
also weakened its own hand by agreeing to the 2014 deadline 
for its own involvement in combat operations, voluntarily 
ceding the prize the Taliban has been seeking for over a 
decade. The Obama administration defends the deadline as 
crucial to persuading the Afghan government and military to 
assume full responsibility for the country, and politically 
necessary for Americans weary of what has already become 
the country’s longest war. 

Among America’s commanding generals here, from 
Stanley A. McChrystal and David H. Petraeus to today’s John 
R. Allen, it has been an oft-repeated mantra that the United 
States is not going to kill its way out of Afghanistan. They 

said that the Afghanistan war, like most insurgencies, could 
only end with a negotiation. 

Now American officials say they have reduced their goals 
further — to patiently laying the groundwork for eventual 
peace talks after they leave. American officials say they hope 
that the Taliban will find the Afghan Army a more formidable 
adversary than they expect and be compelled, in the years after 
NATO withdraws, to come to terms with what they now 
dismiss as a “puppet” government. 

The United States has not given up on talks before that 
time. It agreed last month to set up a committee with Pakistan 
that would vet potential new Taliban interlocutors, and the 
Obama administration is considering whether to revive a 
proposed prisoner swap with the insurgents that would, 
officials hope, reopen preliminary discussions that collapsed 
in March, current and former American officials said. Those 
are both seen as long-term efforts, however. 

With the end of this year’s fighting season, the Taliban 
have weathered the biggest push the American-led coalition is 
going to make against them. A third of all American forces 
left by this month, and more of the 68,000 remaining may 
leave next year, with the goal that only a residual force of 
trainers and special operations troops will remain by the end 
of 2014. 

Bringing Pakistan into the search for Taliban contacts is 
also an uncertain strategy, American officials said. The details 
of the new vetting committee have yet to be worked out, and 
“if we are depending on Pakistan, it comes with an asterisk,” 
one of the officials said. “We never know whether they will 
see it through.” 

The American shift toward a more peripheral role in 
peace efforts represents another retreat from Washington’s 
once broad designs for Afghanistan, where the surge, along 
with a sharp escalation of nighttime raids by Special 
Operations Forces against Taliban field commanders, were 
partly aimed at forcing the Taliban into negotiations, making a 
Western withdrawal more feasible. 

For a brief moment, the strategy appeared to be working: 
preliminary talks, painstakingly set up throughout 2011, 
opened early this year in Qatar, in the Persian Gulf. 
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The effort fell apart when the Obama administration, 
faced with bipartisan opposition in Washington, could not 
make good on a proposed prisoner swap, in which five Taliban 
leaders held at Guantánamo Bay, Cuba, would have been 
exchanged for the sole American soldier held by the 
insurgents, Sgt. Bowe Bergdahl. 

The trade was to be an initial confidence-building 
measure that would lead to more serious talks. If it is revived 
by the Obama administration, it would come after the 
presidential election, most likely leaving too little time to 
reach a deal before 2014, some current and former American 
officials said. 

In Washington, “the tone of the whole discussion has 
shifted to a less U.S.-led approach and toward a more Afghan-
led approach, but one that will be over a longer term,” said 
Shamila N. Chaudhary, a South Asia analyst at the Eurasia 
Group who served as the director for Pakistan and Afghanistan 
at the National Security Council. 

The Americans still hope to play a behind-the-scenes role, 
she said, but what shape that would take is “not clear.” 

“It’s too far in the future,” Ms. Chaudhary added. 
Divisions between the Taliban’s political wing and its 

military commanders represent another obstacle to serious 
talks. When the discussions first became public, “the military 
wing of the Taliban was very critical,” said Syed Muhammad 
Akbar Agha, a former Taliban military commander who lives 
in Kabul. 

They were angry to have learned of the talks through 
President Hamid Karzai of Afghanistan, who was the first 
official to speak of them publicly. The Taliban have long 
derided Mr. Karzai as an American puppet, and they have 
steadfastly refused to talk with his government. 

Then the Americans failed to make good on the prisoner 
swap, leaving the negotiators feeling betrayed, said Mr. Agha, 

who has played a tangential role in separate Afghan 
government efforts to open talks. 

The senior coalition officer said the insurgents who 
supported the Qatar process “didn’t do a good I.O. campaign 
to sell it to their people.” I.O. is military jargon for 
Information Operations. 

When the Karzai government brought it out into the open 
and the hard-liners balked, “we got they were backpedaling 
hard,” the officer said. Mr. Agha was adamant that talks were 
dead. “Peace is not a subject any longer,” he said. 

But the Qataris remain willing to host the talks, and one 
of the Taliban negotiators still in Qatar said the talks could 
restart if the prisoner swap took place and the insurgents were 
allowed to open an office in Qatar, as the Americans had 
agreed to allow. 

If those two steps “are implemented and practical steps 
are taken by the United States of America, talks will resume. 
There is no other obstruction,” said Sohail Shaheen, the 
Taliban negotiator, in an interview last month with Japan’s 
NHK World TV. 

The prospects for direct negotiations between the Afghan 
government and the Taliban are even murkier. 

Mualavi Qalanmudin, a former Taliban minister who now 
sits on the High Peace Council, the Karzai administration’s 
separate peace effort, dismissed the notion that the Taliban 
will never talk to the Afghan government. 

“They will continue saying that until the day they sit at 
the negotiating table,” said Mr. Qalanmudin, who once ran the 
Taliban’s notorious Ministry for the Promotion of Virtue and 
Prevention of Vice. 

Mr. Agha, however, said he had been asked by the High 
Peace Council to carry proposals for direct talks to the Taliban 
and was rebuffed. “They said, ‘Reconcile with this corrupt 
government? Reconcile with this?’ I had no answer.” 
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3. Al-Qaeda In Africa Is Under Scrutiny 
Discussions include possible drone strikes 
(WASHINGTON POST 02 OCT 12) ... Greg Miller and Craig Whitlock 

The White House has held a series of secret meetings in 
recent months to examine the threat posed by al-Qaeda’s 
franchise in North Africa and consider for the first time 
whether to prepare for unilateral strikes, U.S. officials said. 

The deliberations reflect concern that al-Qaeda’s African 
affiliate has become more dangerous since gaining control of 
large pockets of territory in Mali and acquiring weapons from 
post-revolution Libya. The discussions predate the Sept. 11 
attacks on U.S. compounds in Libya but gained urgency after 
the assaults there were linked to al-Qaeda in the Islamic 
Maghreb, or AQIM. 

U.S. officials said the discussions have focused on ways 
to help regional militaries confront al-Qaeda but have also 
explored the possibility of direct U.S. intervention if the 
terrorist group continues unchecked. 

“Right now, we’re not in position to do much about it,” 
said a senior U.S. counterterrorism official involved in the 
talks. As a result, he said, officials have begun to consider 
contingencies, including the question of “do we or don’t we” 
deploy drones. 

The effort has been led by White House counterterrorism 
adviser John O. Brennan and involves top officials from the 

CIA, the State Department and the Pentagon. At the same 
time, the U.S. military commander for Africa has crisscrossed 
the region in recent weeks, making stops in Mauritania, 
Algeria and other countries that could become part of a 
peacekeeping force for Mali. 

White House officials declined to comment. 
Army Gen. Carter F. Ham, chief of U.S. Africa 

Command, said Friday during a visit to Morocco that there 
“are no plans for U.S. direct military intervention” in Mali. 
But he and others have made clear that the United States is 
prepared to support counterterrorism or peacekeeping 
operations by other countries. 

In addition, the U.S. military has launched a series of 
clandestine intelligence missions, including the use of civilian 
aircraft to conduct surveillance flights and monitor 
communications over the Sahara and the arid region to the 
south, known as the Sahel. 

The burst of U.S. activity reflects a reappraisal of a 
terrorist group long considered one of the weaker al-Qaeda 
offshoots. AQIM grew out of an insurgency in Algeria. It has 
been known mainly as a local scourge, using kidnappings and 
other crimes to support its effort to impose Islamist rule. 
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That perception has changed in the past year, largely 
because of the group’s ability to exploit regional political 
chaos. A coup in Mali divided the landlocked nation, enabling 
AQIM and other insurgent movements to take control of cities 
in the northern part of the country, including Gao and 
Timbuktu. 

At the same time, the overthrow of dictator Moammar 
Gaddafi in Libya triggered a migration of African mercenaries 
and their weapons back to countries where al-Qaeda elements 
are based. Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton 
described the trend lines in stark terms at the United Nations 
last week. 

With “increased freedom to maneuver, terrorists are 
seeking to extend their reach and their networks in multiple 
directions,” Clinton said. She said the United States is 
“stepping up our counterterrorism efforts” to combat “a threat 
to the entire region and to the world.” 

U.S. officials said they are reexamining AQIM’s potential 
in part to avoid the kind of mistakes made earlier in 
underestimating an al-Qaeda franchise based in Yemen. 

The question looming over the White House discussions, 
a senior U.S. intelligence official said, is: “Do you see AQIM 
being in the same place AQAP was five years ago?” 

Al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula, as the Yemen-based 
affiliate is known, was similarly discounted as a regional 
menace until it was linked to the attempted bombing of a 
Detroit-bound plane on Christmas in 2009. 

It took more than a year for the United States to mount a 
full scale campaign against the Yemen group, using armed 
drones operated by the U.S. Joint Special Operations 
Command and the CIA. The United States has carried out 33 
airstrikes in Yemen this year, according to independent 
estimates. Even so, AQAP has continued to attempt attacks, 
including an airline bomb plot disrupted this year. 

Some counterterrorism experts voiced concern that the 
administration is inflating the threat posed by al-Qaeda in 
North Africa. Although a small number of AQIM fighters 
were involved in the siege of U.S. facilities in Benghazi, 
Libya, last month, U.S. intelligence officials said they see no 
indication the attacks were directed by the organization. 

“AQIM has always been way more talk than action,” said 
a former senior U.S. counterterrorism official who tracked the 
organization until earlier this year. The group was for years 
known among analysts as “the most underperforming affiliate 
of al-Qaeda.” 

Officials stressed that no decisions have been made about 
deploying armed drones or other lethal assets. The nearest 

U.S. drone base in Africa is across the continent in Ethiopia, 
and administration officials said they would consider 
unilateral strikes only as a last resort. 

For now, the officials said, the emphasis is on replicating 
aspects of the counterterrorism formula in Somalia. The 
United States has conducted intelligence operations and strikes 
there but has mainly relied on African troops to battle an al-
Qaeda-linked militant group known as al-Shabab. 

Ham, the U.S. commander in Africa, has said that in Mali, 
that task has been made more difficult by political instability 
and the failure to act earlier. The United States, the Malian 
government and other countries “missed an opportunity to 
deal with AQIM when they were weak,” Ham told reporters 
during a visit to Senegal in July. 

He called AQIM the “best funded, wealthiest” affiliate, 
thanks to its lucrative practice of kidnapping foreigners for 
ransom and its smuggling prowess. 

The Pentagon has been prohibited from giving military 
aid or training to Mali in the aftermath of the March coup. The 
ban, imposed by the State Department, is unlikely to be lifted 
until a democratically elected government can be reinstated. 

In the meantime, the administration has been stepping up 
its military aid to Mali’s neighbors, including two that have 
been dealing with refugees and other spillover effects from the 
conflict there. 

In July, the Defense Department allocated $6.9 million 
worth of military trucks, uniforms and communications gear 
for Mauritania. It also agreed to give Niger $11.6 million in 
equipment, primarily in the form of two Cessna airplanes that 
can be used for surveillance and to transport troops. 

That same month, about 600 U.S. troops organized and 
led a joint military exercise, dubbed Western Accord 2012, 
with several West African nations, including Senegal, Burkina 
Faso, Guinea and Gambia. French troops also participated. 

The Africa Command has continued to operate 
surveillance flights — under a classified program code-named 
Creek Sand — from a U.S. Special Operations base in Burkina 
Faso. 

Senior U.S. officials said that there was no American 
involvement in a reported June airstrike in northern Mali and 
that they still don’t know whether it occurred. Regional news 
organizations described a “mystery airstrike” that killed seven 
AQI Maligned fighters traveling in a convoy of four vehicles. 

Mali’s interim government has said it would welcome a 
proposed peacekeeping force of about 3,300 troops from a 15-
nation consortium known as the Economic Community of 
West African States. 
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MIDEAST: 
4. Syrian Minister Accuses U.S. Of Stoking 'Terrorism' 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 01 OCT 12) ... Diaa Hadid 

UNITED NATIONS— Syria's foreign minister brought 
his regime's case before the world Monday, accusing the U.S. 
and its allies of promoting "terrorism" and blaming everyone 
from neighbors and extremists to the media for escalating the 
war — except the Syrian government. 

Addressing ministers and diplomats from the United 
Nation's 193 member states as fighting spread in the historic 
Old City of Aleppo, Foreign Minister Walid al-Moallem 

lashed out at calls in Washington and in Arab and European 
capitals for Syrian President Bashar Assad to step down as 
interference in Syria's domestic affairs. 

Al-Moallem accused extremists of prolonging the crisis 
and denounced countries such as the U.S., Saudi Arabia, Qatar 
and Turkey for supporting the opposition's "terrorism." 

"This terrorism which is externally supported is 
accompanied by unprecedented media provocation based on 
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igniting religious extremism sponsored by well-known states 
in the region," he told the U.N. General Assembly. 

Members of the opposition said it was common 
knowledge that these neighboring Arab countries were 
supporting and financing the rebels, but said the Assad 
government had brought it upon itself after cracking down on 
protests that began peacefully 18 months ago. 

"It is the regime's mindless, brutal and criminal, military 
crackdown that pushed the Syrian people to ask for help from 
the international community, from NATO and from the devil 
himself if necessary to protect them," Haitham Manna, a 
Paris-based veteran Syrian dissident who heads the external 
branch of the National Coordination Body opposition group, 
told The Associated Press. 

Al-Moallem's speech followed his meeting with 
Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon in which the U.N. chief 
"raised in the strongest terms the continued killings, massive 
destruction, human rights abuses, and aerial and artillery 
attacks committed by the government," according to a 
statement by his press office. "He stressed that it was the 
Syrian people who were being killed every day, and appealed 
to the Government of Syria to show compassion to its own 
people." 

The Syrian foreign minister in his address invited the 
opposition to "work together to stop the shedding of Syrian 
blood" and said that a Syrian-led dialogue could produce a 
"more pluralistic and democratic" country. 

The opposition called the speech a classic case of regime 
"propaganda," and dismissed his calls for dialogue as not 
genuine. 

"While the brutal and delusional Syrian regime continues 
to pay lip service to diplomacy, its actions over the past 18 
months have demonstrated beyond any doubt that they have 
no interest in meaningful reform or dialogue" Radwan Ziadeh, 
a U.S.-based spokesman for the chief opposition group, the 
Syrian National Council, said in a statement. 

Underscoring how deeply the Syrian foreign minister felt 
that conspiratal hands were playing in the war-ridden country, 
he said that armed groups were inciting civilians in border 
areas to flee to neighboring countries "to fabricate a refugee 
crisis." 

Up to 3,000 Syrians are leaving the country every day, 
said Vincent Cochetel of the U.N. refugee agency. Some 
300,000 Syrians are registered, or waiting to register with the 
U.N. in Turkey, Jordan, Iraq and Lebanon and the agency 
expects the number to grow to 700,000 by the year's end. 

Some regional and international parties, al-Moallem said, 
are seeking to exploit the conflict and create "a state of 
instability to ensure the need for foreign interference." 

Al-Moallem called for a Syrian-led dialogue to agree on a 
roadmap to "a more pluralistic and democratic Syria." 

His call, similar to other overtures made by Assad's 
regime, is unlikely to be heeded by the opposition. 

Most opposition factions have repeatedly dismissed the 
government's purported peace initiatives as propaganda 
intended to buy time. They say they will accept nothing less 
that Assad stepping down as a precondition for talks. 

But on many other points, the Syrian opposition's political 
factions and the rebel groups fighting on the ground are deeply 
divided. 

Mokhtar Lamani, the Damascus representative of the new 
U.N.-Arab League peace envoy to Syria, said Monday that the 
large number of rival rebel and opposition groups is one of the 
main obstacles to Lakhdar Brahimi's goal, which is to broker 
an end to the Syrian crisis. 

A vast array of such groups inside and outside the country 
has been dogged by infighting and mutual accusations of 
treachery. The rebels include army defectors and gunmen who 
work under the rag-tag Free Syrian Army. 

Lamani told The Associated Press in an interview that a 
peace deal is difficult because of the "high level of mistrust 
between all parties." 

Brahimi, a veteran Algerian diplomat, waded into Syria's 
complicated diplomatic landscape last month when he 
replaced Kofi Annan, the former U.N. chief whose peace plan 
for Syria failed to end the violence that activists say has so far 
killed more than 30,000 people. 

Brahimi, who visited Damascus last month, will pay a 
second visit to Syria soon and will tour the country, Lamani 
said. Asked whether he still sees hope of a political solution in 
Syria despite the bloodshed, Lamani said that's why he's in 
Damascus — "because I hope that in the end there would be 
some light." 

At the United Nations, al-Moallem denounced 
international interference in domestic affairs under the pretexts 
of "humanitarian intervention" or the "responsibility to 
protect" civilians from possible war crimes and crimes against 
humanity. 

His attack clearly was aimed at the U.S., Britain and 
France and their support for the revolution in Libya that 
ousted Moammar Gadhafi. 

"Permanent members of the Security Council, who 
launched wars under the pretext of combating terrorism now 
support terrorism in my country," he said. 

He made clear that Assad has no intention of 
relinquishing the presidency. 

The Security Council's major powers are deeply divided 
over the 18-month Syria conflict. Russia and China, key 
backers of Assad, have vetoed three resolutions by the U.S., 
Britain and France, who back the opposition and want the 
threat of sanctions to pressure the government to agree to a 
political transition. 

Some of the heaviest fighting Monday took place in the 
northern city of Aleppo, Syria's cultural and commercial 
capital, where rebels recently launched a new offensive. 
Opposition groups put the death toll at between 40 and 95. 

Northwest of Aleppo, government warplanes bombed the 
town of Salqin, some four miles (six kilometers) from the 
border with Turkey in Idlib province, which has seen intense 
clashes between government troops and rebels in recent 
months. Activist groups said the death toll there was between 
21 and 30. 

The state-run news agency SANA said dozens of 
"terrorists" were killed in Salqin, including some non-Syrian 
foreign fighters. 

Associated Press writers Albert Aji in Damascus, Bassem 
Mroue and Zeina Karam in Beirut and Ron DePasquale at the 
United Nations contributed to this report. 
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5. U.S. Pulls All Personnel From Eastern Libyan City 
Diplomatic outreach to Benghazi being done remotely 
(WASHINGTON POST 02 OCT 12) ... Anne Gearan and Michael Birnbaum 

The Obama administration has withdrawn all official 
government personnel from Benghazi, the Libyan city where 
the country’s revolution was born and where the U.S. 
ambassador was killed last month, U.S. officials and local 
residents said Monday. 

The State Department said that it has pulled its personnel 
from Benghazi and that any diplomatic outreach to Libya’s 
second-largest city is being done remotely. The U.S. post 
where Ambassador J. Christopher Stevens and three other 
Americans died in an attack by militants has been closed. 

“Everybody who was in Benghazi and posted there has 
been withdrawn,” State Department spokeswoman Victoria 
Nuland said. She said she knew of no other U.S. government 
employees in the city to help investigate the attack or perform 
other work. 

The pullout was described as a temporary precaution 
following what the administration is now calling a terrorist 
attack on two U.S. government compounds. Non-essential 
U.S. personnel also have been evacuated from the embassy in 
Tripoli, though it remains open. 

Benghazi was the seat of rebel power during the uprising 
that eventually toppled strongman Moammar Gaddafi with the 
help of U.S., NATO and other militaries. 

The main compound used by the American diplomats was 
unguarded Monday, although the gate was locked. In the first 
days after the attack, looters, curiosity-seekers and journalists 
roamed the burned-out buildings. 

The FBI has been unable to set up operations in Benghazi 
as part of the investigation into the deaths of Stevens, 
information manager Sean Smith and government contractors 
Glen Doherty and Tyrone Woods. The absence complicates 
efforts to gather evidence and interview witnesses. 

Several Libyans who provided security for the U.S. post 
said they have not been questioned by U.S. or Libyan 
authorities about the Sept. 11 assault. Others said that some 
witnesses had been flown to Tripoli, the capital, where U.S. 
officials say the FBI team is conducting its investigation. 

“I don’t know why the Americans don’t come here,” said 
Wissam Bin Hamid, commander of the Libyan Shield 
Brigade, a militia that came under sustained attack while 
helping defend the second compound on Sept. 11. “Maybe 
they are afraid.” 

Bin Hamid said that he has not been contacted but that an 
associate who was at the scene of the second attack flew to 
Tripoli to meet with the Americans. 

Elaborating on earlier reports, Bin Hamid said he and two 
officials from another government-sanctioned militia met with 
three U.S. officials posted in Benghazi three days before the 
attack. The Americans called the two-hour meeting, Bin 
Hamid said, because they were concerned about security. 

“They wanted to know who was in control in Benghazi,” 
Bin Hamid said. “It was like an introductory meeting. They 
asked us what we needed to bring security to Benghazi, what 
the Americans could possibly bring to help.” 

Bin Hamid said the Libyans told the Americans that 
Benghazi was relatively safe, considering the widespread 
proliferation of weapons. But he said he was forced to 
reevaluate that judgment after the attack. A member of the 
other militia who attended the meeting confirmed the basic 
details. 

The CIA pulled most or all its employees from Benghazi 
immediately after the attack, according to U.S. officials who 
spoke on the condition of anonymity because they were not 
authorized to discuss intelligence movements. 

Birnbaum reported from Benghazi. 
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AFRICA: 
6. U.S Would Back 'Well Planned' African-Led Force For Mali 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 01 OCT 12) 

The United States would support a "well planned" and 
"well resourced" African-led force to help oust Islamist rebels 
in northern Mali, provided its neighbors back the idea, a U.S. 
official said Monday. 

"Yes, I say there will have to be at some point military 
action to push" Islamist rebels out of northern Mali, the top 
U.S. diplomat for Africa, Johnnie Carson, told journalists on a 
conference call. 

But any such force must take its lead from Mali's army 
and the nation's neighbors must agree to it being set up, he 
cautioned. 

Last week, Mali, France and west African nations led 
calls at the United Nations for the creation of an African-led 
force to help Mali flush out rebels from its northern territory 
seized in a March coup. 

The remote area is now under the control of several 
groups including Islamist rebels linked to Al-Qaeda in the 

Islamic Maghreb (AQIM) and the Movement for Oneness and 
Jihad in West Africa (MUJAO), out of northern Mali. 

"Any ECOWAS military activities in northern Mali 
should in fact have the Malian military as the lead and 
ECOWAS fighting alongside of it," Carson said, as he briefed 
about a whirlwind of diplomacy around African issues at the 
UN General Assembly last week. 

"But it is not just ECOWAS. It is important that what 
goes on up there, has the support of all of the states in the 
region. 

"The ECOWAS states, as well as Mauritania, Algeria and 
others in the area must also be a part of this policy," he 
stressed, pointing to the long, porous borders that Mali shares 
with other nations. 

He also argued that "any military action up there must 
indeed be well planned, well organized, well resourced and 



 11

well thought through, and it must be agreed upon by those 
who are going to be most affected by it." 

Military putschists seized power in the capital Bamako in 
March, ousting president Amadou Toumani Toure, only to see 
the north and east fall to Tuareg rebels and Islamist militias 
linked to Al-Qaeda. 

Carson stressed the need for the swift restoration of a 
civilian democratic government to advance progress on the 
problems plaguing the west African nation, including the need 
to address the demands of the Tuareg people and the 
humanitarian crisis. 

"If you don't have a strong credible government in 
Bamako it will be difficult to have a military which is capable 
of leading, as it should, the liberation in the northern part of 
the country," he added. 

The Economic Community of West African States 
(ECOWAS) has 3,300 regional troops on standby to form a 
force, but is awaiting UN approval. 

Islamist rebels are accused of imposing sharia law in 
northern Mali and carrying out brutal atrocities, particularly on 
women and children. 

The crisis there is complicating efforts to help the vast 
desert Sahel region to the south, which stretches across nine 

African nations and where millions of people risk starvation 
due to failing harvests and the political instability. 

Mali has formally requested that the UN Security Council 
adopt a resolution authorizing an ECOWAS-led force for its 
country, and the issue must now be debated by the 15-nation 
body. 

The Sahel stretches across a swath of west Africa, 
including Burkina Faso, Cameroon, Chad, Gambia, Mali, 
Mauritania, Niger, Nigeria and Senegal. 

U.S. Secretary of State Hillary Clinton said last week 
work must urgently begin in the Security Council to consider 
the various proposals because the situation is "not only a 
humanitarian crisis, it is a powder keg that the international 
community cannot afford to ignore." 

Pentagon spokesman George Little said there had been no 
request for the United States to provide military support to 
Mali, "but obviously we would consider it." 

"We've been in discussion with the State Department and 
other agencies and departments about the counter-terrorism 
issues that emanate from Mali and from other countries in that 
region," Little said. 

"We stand ready to assist in whatever ways are 
appropriate." 
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AFGHANISTAN: 
7. Patrol Turns Into Firefight With Afghan Soldiers 
(WASHINGTON POST 02 OCT 12) ... Ernesto Londoño 

Two days after the U.S. military resumed joint operations 
with Afghan security forces last week following a spate of 
“insider attacks,” a platoon of American soldiers stopped at an 
Afghan army checkpoint in a volatile eastern province. 

The Americans had a cordial conversation and cracked a 
few jokes with their Afghan comrades during the Saturday 
afternoon patrol in Wardak province. The Afghans offered the 
Americans tea. Then, according to a U.S. military official, an 
Afghan soldier, without warning or provocation, raised his 
weapon and opened fire — mortally wounding the senior 
American on the patrol. 

In a war in which insider attacks have become 
commonplace, what happened next made the incident 
extraordinary, the American official said. Another Afghan 
soldier at the checkpoint opened fire on the Americans, 
temporary suspension of most joint operations was announced 
in mid-September because of concern about a heightened risk 
of insider attacks. The restriction killing a U.S. civilian 
contractor and wounding two other American soldiers. Soon, 
Afghan soldiers and possibly insurgents began firing at the 
Americans from several directions. 

NATO officials initially described the deadly episode as 
an insider attack but later said they had not yet classified it as 
such because of suspected insurgent involvement. A top 
Afghan military official denied that what took place was an 
insider attack and said the shooting was caused by a 
misunderstanding. 

A preliminary military report, however, has concluded 
that the gunfight began only after an Afghan soldier opened 
fire on U.S. troops, according to the American official, who 
spoke on the condition of anonymity. 

“What sets this apart is that there were multiple attackers 
from multiple positions and there was zero provocation,” said 
the official, who had access to the report but was not 
authorized to speak for the record. “Typically we are talking 
about a single gunman who acted in a somewhat rogue 
fashion, but in this case we are talking about an entire Afghan 
army unit and a large loss of life on both sides.” 

Insider attacks have become the leading threat to the U.S. 
military’s effort to wind down the war by the end of 2014, 
leaving behind a local force capable of protecting the fragile 
Afghan state. Before Saturday’s incident, Afghan security 
forces had killed at least 51 NATO troops this year in 37 
attacks, up from last year’s 37 deaths in 21 attacks. 

U.S. military officials say roughly 25 percent of insider 
attacks have been linked to insurgent groups. They say a large 
number have stemmed from personal disputes. 

In unusually poignant remarks, the top U.S. commander 
in Afghanistan said over the weekend that he was “mad as 
hell” about insider attacks. “We’re willing to sacrifice a lot for 
this campaign,” Gen. John Allen said in an interview with “60 
Minutes” that was broadcast Sunday. “But we’re not willing to 
be murdered for it.” 

NATO officials issued a statement late Saturday 
describing that day’s incident as an “apparent insider attack.” 
The next day, NATO’s deputy commander, Lt. Gen. Adrian J. 
Bradshaw, revised that assessment during a news conference 
in Kabul. 

“What was initially reported to have been a suspected 
insider attack is now understood to possibly have involved 
insurgent fire,” he said, according to a transcript. 

Gen. Abdul Raziq, the top Afghan military official in 
Wardak, denied that one of his men had opened fire 
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unprovoked. The Americans, he said, mistook enemy fire for 
an insider attack. 

“As soon as the American fell to the ground, his 
colleagues assumed it was a green-on-blue attack and started 
shooting,” the Afghan general said, using a term to describe 
incidents of fratricide. “I’m really sad that this happened. I’m 
sad about the American and Afghan deaths. But I’m relieved it 
wasn’t another green-on-blue attack.” 

The U.S. military official familiar with the probe said that 
account is wrong. 

The patrol was one of the first for the American platoon 
since a was implemented after an online video depicting Islam 
as a barbaric religion triggered unrest throughout the Muslim 
world. Defense Secretary Leon E. Panetta announced 
Thursday that most joint operations would resume. 

The U.S. platoon began patrolling at 4 p.m. just north of 
the village of Sisay in the mouth of the Tangi Valley, a 
Taliban stronghold. The roughly 20 Americans on the patrol 
stopped at an Afghan checkpoint to collect biometric data, 
including fingerprints and iris scans, from civilians. Such data 
are routinely compiled so they can be crossreferenced against 
evidence collected at attack sites and a database of suspected 
insurgents. 

An Afghan soldier fired the first shot as the data were 
being collected, the U.S. military official said. Three Afghan 
soldiers were killed and several were injured in the ensuing 
gunfight. 

“The U.S. soldiers had always been on good terms with 
them,” said the American military official, who disputed the 

suggestion that the shooting was sparked by a 
misunderstanding. 

The official said he could not rule out the possibility that 
the Taliban had used the Afghan troops to set up an ambush, 
but he said there was no intelligence to support that scenario. 
NATO and the Afghan army are carrying out a joint 
investigation. 

The identities of the Americans killed have not been 
released. 

NATO officials have argued that their relationship with 
the Afghan security forces remains fundamentally strong 
despite the rise in insider attacks. 

“If you visit people who are working together closely 
with thousands of interactions every day, you see strong, 
trusting relationships resulting in cooperative operations 
delivering success every day in the field,” Bradshaw, the 
deputy NATO commander in Afghanistan, said during 
Sunday’s news conference. 

Though the ban on joint patrols has been nominally lifted, 
some commanders are proceeding with great caution. In the 
military coalition’s eastern command, for example, U.S. 
soldiers must now submit a memorandum to their division 
before each patrol assessing the risk of fratricide. 

“The relationship is definitely strained at this point,” said 
the American official familiar with the investigation. “U.S. 
soldiers have to be much more on guard if they are asked to 
work with them and have to thoroughly assess risk if we are to 
continue to do operations with them.” 
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8. NATO Withdrawal From Afghanistan Could Be Speeded Up, Says Rasmussen 
Redeployment of some troops might be accelerated, says NATO chief, who admits 'green on blue' attacks 
have hit morale 
(THE GUARDIAN (UK) 01 OCT 12) ... Ian Traynor 

The retreat of western forces from Afghanistan could 
come sooner than expected, the head of NATO has said as he 
conceded that the recent Taliban strategy of "green on blue" 
killings had been successful in sapping morale. 

In an interview with the Guardian NATO's secretary-
general, Anders Fogh Rasmussen, responded to pressure for a 
faster withdrawal from Afghanistan by stating that the options 
were being studied and should be clear within three months. 

"From now until the end of 2014 you may see adaptation 
of our presence. Our troops can redeploy, take on other tasks, 
or even withdraw, or we can reduce the number of foreign 
troops," he said. "From now until the end of 2014 we will see 
announcements of redeployments, withdrawals or drawdown 
… If the security situation allows, I would not exclude the 
possibility that in certain areas you could accelerate the 
process." 

Rasmussen admitted that the killings of almost 50 allied 
troops this year in "green on blue" attacks – Afghan security 
forces turning on their trainers and mentors – had damaged the 
relationship between the international forces and the Afghan 
police and military. 

"There's no doubt insider attacks have undermined trust 
and confidence, absolutely," he said. 

NATO aims to have an Afghan security force of 352,000 
taking over responsibility for the country in just over two 

years when the U.S.-led combat operations are scheduled to 
end. 

Amid argument among analysts as to what has been 
behind the stream of "green on blue" attacks, NATO officers 
on the ground are reported to have ascribed them mainly to 
disgruntled and embittered Afghan security forces with 
grudges against their western mentors. 

While Rasmussen conceded there may have been some 
such cases, NATO has clearly concluded from intelligence 
that the attacks have more to do with a Taliban strategy of 
infiltration of the Afghan security structures aimed at sowing 
distrust and confusion. 

"It's safe to say that a significant part of the insider attacks 
are due to Taliban tactics … Probably it is part of a Taliban 
strategy," he said. 

While it was allied soldiers who were being killed, 
Rasmussen said the Taliban campaign's ultimate target was to 
turn western public opinion against the war. 

"Political leaders in the capitals of troop-contributing 
countries know very well that this is part of a tactic or strategy 
to also undermine public and political support at home … The 
real target is politicians, media, opinion-formers at home in 
partner nations and allied nations." 

He added that some of the killings had been carried out by 
Taliban infiltrators disguised as Afghan police or soldiers. 
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"We have seen also where they were in Afghan uniforms 
though they are not members of the Afghan security force." 

On the pace and phasing of withdrawal – the difficult task 
of pulling out more than 120,000 troops from forbidding and 
frequently hostile terrain – Rasmussen said a key moment 
would come later this year when General John Allen, the U.S. 
overall commander of the operations, delivered a report with 
his military recommendations. 

"Political decisions will be taken based on his 
recommendations as to how we will adapt to the transfer of 
lead responsibility to the Afghans," he said. "The pace will 
very much depend on the security situation on the ground." 

Rasmussen stressed that any accelerated rate of 
withdrawal should not be seen as "a race for the exits.” The 
end of combat operations is to be followed from 2015 by a 
NATO-led training mission for the Afghan security forces, 

which will also require the continued deployment of fighting 
units or special forces, – "enablers" as they are called in 
military jargon. 

"The core will be a training mission. Of course, we will 
have to ensure that our trainers can operate in a secure 
environment so we need capabilities to make sure that our 
trainers can operate," said the former Danish prime minister, 
who was appointed head of NATO in 2009. 

Additionally, there will be further U.S. forces remaining 
in Afghanistan under a bilateral "strategic partnership" deal 
struck between Washington and Kabul. 

Amid mission creep fatigue across Europe, squeezed 
defence budgets and sweeping austerity cuts, it is not clear 
how many of the European NATO allies will contribute troops 
to the training mission. Defence ministers meet next week in 
Brussels to start planning the operations. 
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ASIA – PACIFIC: 
9. Coast Guard, Japan Ships Spar In Waters Off Diaoyutai Islands 
(THE CHINA POST 02 OCT 12) 

TAIPEI--Coast guard vessels from Taiwan and Japan 
sparred in waters near the disputed Diaoyutai Islands Monday 
over their countries' conflicting claims to the uninhabited 
island chain in the East China Sea. 

The argument via wireless communications came roughly 
a week after the two sides engaged in a water cannon 
altercation in the region on Sept. 25. 

The spat took place at around 8 a.m. when Taiwan's 
Lienchiang coast guard patrol ship was protecting two 
Taiwanese fishing boats operating in waters some 20 nautical 
miles off the Diaoyutais, according to Wang Chung-yi, deputy 
head of the Coast Guard Administration. 

Japan's coast guard started the exchange by instructing the 
Taiwanese ships to leave the area, claiming they had entered 
Japan's territorial waters, Wang said during a meeting of the 
Legislative Yuan's Foreign and National Defense Committee. 

In response, Wang said, crewmembers aboard the 500-ton 
Lienjiang vessel told their Japanese counterparts through 
wireless communications that the area is Taiwan's exclusive 
economic zone and that they were there to protect Taiwanese 
fishermen. 

According to Wang, Taiwanese and Japanese coast guard 
vessels had stayed in the area to monitor the situation until at 
least noon, but neither side had taken any confrontational 
actions other than reiterating sovereignty claims. 

Japanese news media also reported the incident, saying a 
Taiwanese coast guard ship had used wireless communications 
to reject the demand to leave the waters near the Diaoyutais. 

“Here is our exclusive economic zone and we are 
protecting our fishermen operating in the region,” the 
Lienchiang crew was quoted as having said. 

Meanwhile, Japan's economic daily Sankei Shimbun 
reported the same day that four mainland Chinese surveillance 
ships had been spotted in waters near the islands, known as the 
Diaoyu Islands in China and the Senkaku Islands in Japan. 

The report said the four Chinese vessels entered the area 
some 44 kilometers northeast of Huaweiyu, one of the isles in 
the Diaoyutais, between 12:30 p.m. and 12:40 p.m. Monday. 

According to the report, the Chinese ships retorted 
Japanese coast guard's demand to leave the area by asserting 
that the Diaoyutais are part of inherent Chinese territory and 
that the Japanese have encroached upon Chinese sovereignty 
over the area. 

The report said it was the first time that mainland Chinese 
ships were spotted in the region since Sept. 26, when all 
Chinese ships disappeared due to the approach of Typhoon 
Jelawat. 

Tensions over the resource-rich Diaoyutais have escalated 
since Sept. 11, when Japan moved to nationalize the island 
group by buying three of the islets from a private owner, 
spurring anti-Japanese protests in many Chinese cities, as well 
as in Taipei and Hong Kong. 
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10. U.S. Helicopter Carrier En Route To West Phl Sea 
(PHILIPPINE STAR 02 OCT 12) ... By Jaime Laude 

MANILA, Philippines - A U.S. helicopter carrier with 
2,200 U.S. Marines on board is headed for the West Philippine 
Sea (South China Sea) from Guam for scheduled joint 
exercises with the Philippine Marines this month. 

The USS Bonhomme Richard, an amphibious assault 
ship, recently joined the carrier strike group USS George 

Washington that has begun operating in the Asia-Pacific 
region, more particularly in the East China Sea. 

The Bonhomme Richard (HLD-6) is also carrying 
amphibious assault vehicles, light armored vehicles, artillery, 
helicopters and Harrier fighter jets. 

The U.S. Marine air-ground task force is expected to link 
up with 1,200 Filipino troops for this year’s joint Phiblex 
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(amphibious exercises) scheduled in Palawan and in Zambales 
next week. 

The two provinces are considered highly strategic due to 
the territorial row involving the chain of islands in the West 
Philippine Sea. 

Palawan has territorial jurisdiction over the regime of 
islands in the Spratlys archipelago, while Panatag Shoal in the 
Paracels is considered part of Zambales. 

Filipino and U.S. officials said the exercises are aimed at 
further developing inter-operability between Filipino and 
American troops. 

In a statement, U.S. Ambassador Harry Thomas Jr. said 
this year’s joint amphibious exercises are expected to provide 
an opportunity for participating troops to train side-by-side on 
various capabilities, particularly humanitarian assistance and 
disaster response. 

“Every year, this exercise allows us to strengthen and 
deepen the relationships not only between our militaries but 
also our communities,” he said. 

The joint naval games will include staff planning, static 
aircraft display, multiple field training exercises and 
engineering. 
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11. U.S. Sends Aircraft To Okinawa, Despite Fierce Opposition 
(NEW YORK TIMES 02 OCT 12) ... Martin Fackler 

TOKYO — The United States military sent the first batch 
of a sophisticated but accident-plagued new aircraft to an air 
base on Okinawa on Monday, going forward with its planned 
deployment despite unexpectedly fierce opposition by 
islanders and warnings that any crash could threaten the huge 
American military presence on the island. 

The first six of the MV-22 Osprey aircraft arrived at 
Marine Corps Air Station Futenma, the Japanese Defense 
Ministry said. It said another six of the ungainly-looking 
aircraft were due to arrive this week at the base, in the center 
of the crowded city of Ginowan. The United States is counting 
on the deployment to serve as part of the Obama 
administration’s plan to increase the American military 
presence in the region and offset the growing strength of 
China and a nuclear-armed North Korea. 

The Osprey — whose tilting rotors allow it to take off like 
a helicopter but fly like a fixed-wing aircraft — flies four 
times as far as the Vietnam-era helicopters it is replacing, 
putting the more than 15,000 Marines on Okinawa within 
reach of potential hot spots like Taiwan and a group of 
disputed islands in the East China Sea known as the Senkaku 
in Japan and the Diaoyu in China. 

The Japanese government has backed the deployment, 
apparently at least partly out of hopes that it will help deter 
China’s recently assertive claims to those islands, which Japan 
controls. The United States Defense Department says it has 
displayed sensitivity to local feelings by delaying the Osprey 
deployment as long as possible. 

However, both Washington and Tokyo are facing an 
unusually strong pushback from many of the 1.4 million 
residents on Okinawa, including a large demonstration and 
acts of civil disobedience of a sort not seen here in decades. A 
rally last month drew as many as 100,000 people, the largest 
anti-base demonstration on the island since a similar-size one 
that followed the rape of an Okinawan schoolgirl by three 
American servicemen in 1995. 

On the surface, the outrage has been fueled by concerns 
about the safety of the aircraft, which had a troubled 
development and suffered two crashes earlier this year. In the 
lobby of the Ginowan City Hall, a large display warned of the 
risks by describing a 1959 crash by an American jet that killed 
17 people, including 11 schoolchildren. 

But Okinawan political leaders and analysts said the issue 
had become a lightning rod for deeper grievances over how 
Washington and Tokyo have imposed what islanders see as an 
excessive base burden on this tropical island. 

Anger has spread beyond those island residents who 
oppose the base from the left. Even conservatives, who have 
traditionally backed Japan’s postwar security alliance with the 
United States, warn that Okinawans could now turn violently 
against not only Futenma but also the entire American 
presence. 

“Anger has been building up like hot magma beneath the 
surface, and the Osprey could be what finally causes an 
eruption,” said Takeshi Onaga, the mayor of Naha, the 
Okinawan capital, and a member of the conservative Liberal 
Democratic Party. “If they force the Osprey onto us, this could 
lead to a collapse of the U.S.-Japan alliance.” 

Of course, opposition to the American bases is nothing 
new in Okinawa, and it remains unclear how far the protesters 
would actually go. However, most analysts in Japan and the 
United States seem to agree that Okinawan anger is reaching 
levels unseen in recent times. They say this has put the United 
States in a difficult position. “You cannot let politics dictate 
what platform you use,” said James Schoff, a former senior 
adviser on East Asia affairs for the Office of the Secretary of 
Defense. “But in this environment, an accident is going to be 
like setting a match to a tinderbox.” 

Japanese officials say they have tried to allay Okinawan 
concerns by conducting their own inquiries into the recent 
crashes, with the inquiries accepting the Pentagon’s findings 
that pilot error was to blame. During a visit to Tokyo last 
month, Defense Secretary Leon E. Panetta signed an 
agreement to allow the Osprey to fly in Japan with restrictions 
aimed at ensuring safety. 

However, those efforts have failed to appease the island’s 
deeply rooted anger. With more than half of the 50,000 
American military personnel in Japan stationed there, many 
Okinawans say their island remains a virtual military colony, 
long after the United States returned it to Japan in 1972. 
Okinawans say this has led to increased awareness about the 
discrimination that they say Okinawa has suffered since Japan 
seized the once-independent kingdom in the 1870s. 

The sense of alienated outrage adds to the longstanding 
anger over Futenma, which has become a symbol of the 
Japanese failure to ease Okinawa’s burden. Tokyo and 
Washington still have yet to put into place a 16-year-old deal 
to relocate the base from Ginowan, which was originally 
signed in response to the 1995 rape case. Three years ago, 
frustrations reached a new high when the left-leaning Yukio 
Hatoyama, then the prime minister of Japan, raised hopes by 
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promising to move the base off Okinawa, only to renege in the 
face of domestic and American pressure. 

Okinawan emotions remain raw at what was seen as Mr. 
Hatoyama’s betrayal. 

Okinawa got a taste of civil disobedience over the 
weekend, when police officers with riot shields towed more 
than a dozen vehicles that protesters had used to briefly seal 

off the Futenma base’s three gates — something opponents 
say they have not tried before. 

“If they impose that dangerous thing on us, then all hell 
will break loose,” said Satoru Oshiro, 48, a labor union 
employee who joined a dozen protesters to use two vans to 
block the base’s Nodake Gate on a recent morning. “Enough is 
enough.” 
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12. 3 More Ospreys Deployed At Futenma Base In Okinawa 
(KYODO NEWS 02 OCT 12) 

NAHA, Japan -- Three U.S. Marine Corps MV-22 Osprey 
transport aircraft arrived Tuesday at a base in Okinawa, a day 
after the first batch of six aircraft was sent to the island 
prefecture for deployment amid vocal opposition from local 
residents. 

Of the remaining three Ospreys still left at the Marines' 
Iwakuni Air Station in Yamaguchi Prefecture, two need 
maintenance work that requires the replacement of parts, said 
Japanese Defense Minister Satoshi Morimoto at a news 
conference. 

All 12 Ospreys that were shipped to the Iwakuni base in 
July are likely to begin full operations at the Futenma Air 
Station, located in a densely populated area in Ginowan, 
Okinawa Prefecture, by the end of this month, he added. 

The second batch of the tilt-rotor aircraft left the Iwakuni 
base on Tuesday morning and arrived at the Futenma base 
shortly past noon. They followed a similar flight path to the 
six Ospreys that flew the previous day. 

With anger running deep over the deployment in Okinawa 
following two overseas accidents involving Ospreys earlier 
this year, Ginowan Mayor Atsushi Sakima said he "very 
much" regrets and feels indignant at the move. 

About 200 local residents staged a sit-in in front of a gate 
of the Futenma base to protest the Osprey deployment. Some 
of them expressed anger and disappointment over the arrival 
of three more aircraft from Iwakuni. 

Setsuko Ohama, a 65-year-old woman from Okinawa 
city, said, "I'm saddened by the (Japanese) government's 
disregard for the feeling of Okinawa people. I will not give up 
and will continue to protest" the Osprey deployment. 

Susumu Inamine, mayor of Nago, to where Japan and the 
United States have agreed to relocate Futenma's flight 
functions, told a press conference that a public rally to seek 
the withdrawal of the transport aircraft and the closure of the 
Futenma base will be held Wednesday evening at the city hall. 

Inamine said he expects participants of the rally to "show 
their resolve never to accept" the operation of Ospreys at a 
future replacement facility to be built in a less densely 
populated coastal area in Nago, also in Okinawa. 

In Tokyo, Foreign Minister Koichiro Gemba renewed his 
call for the acceptance of the deployment from people in 
Okinawa, noting that the Marines' combat troop carrier would 
constitute the core of their equipment used to ensure Japan's 
security and that of East Asia. 

He said the aircraft would also be useful in situations 
where Japanese people need to be rescued out of a crisis area 
or in disaster rescue missions. 

Meanwhile, the Okinawa prefectural government said the 
noise level of Ospreys that arrived at the Futenma base on 
Monday reached a maximum of 89.2 decibels in Ginowan, 
which was roughly equivalent to sound in a bustling factory. 

The Marines also plan to dispatch several of the aircraft to 
the Iwakuni base and Camp Fuji in Gotemba, Shizuoka 
Prefecture, every month and conduct low-altitude flight 
training for Ospreys in areas over the Honshu, Shikoku and 
Kyushu islands. 

By 2014, the Marines plan to deploy a total of 24 
Ospreys, which can take off and land like a helicopter and 
cruise like an airplane, at the Futenma base to replace aging 
CH-46 transport aircraft there. 
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AMERICAS: 
13. Brazil To Delay Jet Decision Until 2013, No Favorite 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 30 SEP 12) 

RIO DE JANEIRO — Brazil will postpone until next year 
a decision on a multi-billion-dollar contract to buy 36 next-
generation fighter and there is currently no favorite, a 
government source said Friday. 

“The government budget does not include an outlay for 
the purchase of the jets, the decision is for 2013,” the source, 
who spoke on condition of anonymity, told AFP. 

The official added that there was no favorite in the contest 
pitting the U.S. F/A-18 Super Hornet against the Rafale 
fighter, made by French firm Dassault Aviation, and Swedish 
manufacturer Saab’s Gripen, for a contract valued at more 
than $5 billion. 

The source said Brasilia was awaiting the outcome of the 
U.S. presidential election in November before making a 
decision. 

Brazilian President Dilma Rousseff is also considering a 
possible trip to France in December, the source added. 

When she came to power in January 2011, Rousseff put 
off the purchase decision, which was expected to be made this 
year. 

The early favorite was the Rafale, but Brasilia finds it too 
expensive and has been pressing for a better price. Paris has 
offered full technology transfers in its bid to win the contract. 
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Boeing’s F/A-18 Super Hornet is cheaper, but Brazilian 
officials are wary of Washington’s possible use of technology 
restrictions. 

In 2006, the United States blocked the sale of 24 Super 
Tucano light attack aircraft made by Brazil’s top aeronautics 
firm Embraer to Venezuela as they contained U.S.-built 
components. 

Brazil, Latin America’s dominant power and the world’s 
sixth biggest economy, is now insisting on technology transfer 
in all its defense agreements. 

The country is keen to develop its own defense industry 
and wants to assemble aircraft with foreign technology for 
export. 
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PERSONNEL: 
14. 70 Years Of Service-So Far 
Navy employee’s long journey began in 1942 and is still going strong. 
(NAVY TIMES 08 OCT 12) ... Jacqueline Klimas 

Sarkis Tatigian, the Defense Department’s longest serving 
employee still on the job, is celebrating 70 years with the 
Navy. 

To put that in perspective, the 89 year old has served 
about 30 percent of the Navy’s entire 237-year existence. 

What’s amazing is that he’s still going. 
“There’s a certain personal sense of accomplishment and 

reward in what you’re doing that gives you the initiative to 
stay at what you’re doing,” he told Navy Times at a Sept. 26 
ceremony honoring his service. “It’s something different every 
time, and you have a sense of personal satisfaction in what 
you do.” The ceremony took place at the Washington Navy 
Yard, where Tatigian has served as the associate director for 
small business at Naval Sea Systems Command since 1979. 

Tatigian joined the Navy in July 1942 as a civilian junior 
radio inspector at the Naval Aircraft Factory in Philadelphia. 
He transitioned to active duty in 1943 and worked as an 
aviation maintenance technician first class on the first radar 
guided missile, called the Bat. 

One of his favorite Navy memories is when he presented 
the findings of the Bat program to Fleet Adm. Ernest King. 
The five star declared the weapon operational and sent it to the 
fleet to be used in World War II, Tatigian said. 

After three years on active duty, Tatigian transferred back 
to civilian life with the Bureau of Ordnance as the business 
analyst to the small business specialist in October 1946. 

One of the biggest changes he’s seen over 70 years, he 
said, is new technology. 

Jobs that took many Sailors to do now require a few 
thanks to automation, Tatigian said. 

He stressed, however, that skilled Sailors will always be 
needed. 

“Drones don’t go by themselves,” he said. “They’re going 
to require people. 

People are going to have to be trained and have the talent 
to operate the drones.” While Tatigian has adapted to some 
technology, such as email, he hasn’t jumped on the social 
media bandwagon. He said he has “very little time for 
Twitter.” Tatigian has held many positions while working for 
the Navy, but his favorite is his current one — helping small 
companies market their products and services to earn 
contracts. 

He may be the longest serving DoD employee ever; 
Pentagon data doesn’t go back far enough to confirm it, 
according to NAVSEA spokeswoman Brie Lang. Tatigian said 
he has no immediate plans to retire, though he said he is at 
least beginning to plan for it. 

“We’re getting closer and closer to it,” he said “The ruler 
is only 12 inches long, and if we’re at 11 ½ , you need to start 
planning for that.” 
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15. Joint Chiefs Chair Seeks Dialogue About Veterans 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 01 OCT 12) ... John Milburn 

MANHATTAN, Kan. -- The chairman of the Joint Chiefs 
of Staff said Monday he wants to increase the national 
conversation about war veterans and how they're treated and 
regarded in society. 

Gen. Martin Dempsey spoke to a large audience of 
soldiers, faculty and students at Kansas State University. He 
said he believes the nation has a positive image of its military 
men and women and that there is a conversation taking place 
about how to help veterans reintegrate with work, school and 
their families. 

"I want to turn up the volume," Dempsey said. 
Dempsey said that, after many years of war, it's important 

for veterans and the nation to talk about the role of those who 
have served, where they fit in society and whether they're 
regarded as heroes, victims or average citizens. 

The general said that many organizations had increased 
their efforts over the past four years to help link veterans with 
colleges and employers. 

Dempsey graduated from the U.S. Military Academy at 
West Point in 1974 as the Vietnam War was winding down. 
He said he doesn't believe the public views its current 
generation of veterans with the same disdain they held for 
Vietnam veterans. 

But the general wants to renew the focus and 
conversation, especially with the war in Iraq over, the war in 
Afghanistan winding down and a downsizing of the military 
on the horizon. 

"We ought to have that conversation," Dempsey said. 
He said he believes future military action will be 

decentralized conflicts to which the nation sends smaller 
groups of soldiers to battle, unlike most wars in U.S. history. 



 17

"I just don't want to wake up one day and decide that I 
should have had a conversation with America before it 
occurs," he said. 

Dempsey said that one of the lessons from the recent wars 
was that "protracted conflicts" make it harder to sustain 
interest. 

"That's a long time to maintain interest in distant 
conflicts," he said. 

Dempsey's speech was part of Kansas State's Landon 
Lecture series. The general also planned to visit with soldiers 
at nearby Fort Riley, home of the 1st Infantry Division. About 
750 soldiers attended his lecture. 
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16. Sailor Under Investigation For Anti-Romney Blog Post 
(NAVY TIMES 08 OCT 12) ... Jacqueline Klimas 

You can call Mitt Romney a “narrow minded bigot” — 
just don’t do it in uniform. A Sailor at Naval Nuclear Power 
Training Command in Charleston, S.C., is under investigation 
for allegedly posting a letter to Romney on his Tumblr blog 
that accuses the presidential nominee of not caring about 
service members. 

The blog post — which has since been taken down, along 
with the entire blog, titled “The Nonsensical Nuke” — 
included two photos of a man wearing blue crackerjacks and a 
“Dixie cup” hat. His face is partially obstructed by a large dry 
erase board. “I am happy with my commander in chief, who 
ended two wars and got Osama,” reads the message to 
Romney written on the board. “You’re just a hateful and 
narrow minded bigot. You are not presidential material.” The 
anti-Romney message also alluded to a medical hardship. 

“My 22-year-old brother was able to get a tumor removed 
thanks to Obamacare,” the message reads. “Without it, he 
wouldn’t have been covered.” The message was signed “Petty 
Officer Millen.” The post went viral on Tumblr; it had been 
either shared or liked more than 61,000 times as of Sept. 27. It 
also drew the ire of Romney supporters, and some claimed to 
know the Sailor, identifying him as Electrician’s Mate 3rd 
Class Christopher Millen. Before it was taken down, “The 
Nonsensical Nuke” blog included a passage reading, in part, 
“Petty Officer Millen, USN. Electrician’s Mate Third Class … 
stationed at Naval Nuclear Power Training Command, Naval 
Weapons Station Charleston, S.C.” An NNPTC spokesman 
confirmed EM3 Millen is part of the command and that an 
investigation is underway. He could not provide details of the 
investigation or speculate about possible disciplinary action. 

“The NNPTC takes such allegations of misconduct very 
seriously,” spokesman Lt. j.g. Thomas Reid said in a 
statement. 

The message in the photos references “the money my 
parents paid [for medical care] came from an auto job in 
Michigan.” EM3 Millen, 19, is from Chelsea, Mich., 
according to his releasable information from Navy Personnel 
Command. 

A Navy official with knowledge of the investigation said 
it’s believed Millen is the Sailor in the photo, but could not 
confirm it on the record, as it remains under investigation. 
Attempts to reach EM3 Millen via Facebook and email were 
unsuccessful. 

Uniform Matters 
Defense Department Directive 1344.10 dictates which 

political activities members of the armed forces are allowed to 
participate in. While service members may vote, attend 
meetings of a partisan club while not in uniform and write 
letters to the editor, they are not allowed to express a political 
opinion as a member of the military, use official authority to 

solicit votes for a particular candidate or speak before a 
political gathering that promotes a candidate. 

The issue for the Sailor in these photos is the uniform he’s 
wearing, said Michael Aniton, an attorney who specializes in 
military law. Aniton, a former judge advocate in the Marine 
Corps, commented on the case based solely on the photos. 

“When an individual has on a uniform like this [Sailor] 
does, then what happens is they’re putting themselves in a 
position where it looks like they are actually speaking as a 
representative of the armed forces,” Aniton said. “If he was 
expressing his personal opinion and wasn’t wearing a uniform, 
we have a totally different issue, and it isn’t a problem.” In the 
wake of the viral post, many critics drew comparisons 
between the Sailor and Gary Stein, a former Marine sergeant 
who received an other than honorable discharge in May after 
posting on Facebook that he would not follow all orders from 
President Obama. Stein was also the creator of the Armed 
Forces Tea Party Facebook page. 

While both cases involve service members voicing 
political opinions online, Aniton said, it’s an entirely different 
issue when you’re speaking against the commander in chief. 

“It doesn’t matter that Mitt Romney could be the 
commander in chief — he is not yet,” Aniton said. “The issue 
with the Mitt Romney comment by this [Sailor] is more of a 
political thing … [which is] quite different than speaking out 
against the commander in chief.” Bashing the president, in 
uniform or not, could be deemed a threat to good order and 
discipline, Aniton said, which falls under Article 134 of the 
Uniform Code of Military Justice. Article 88 of the UCMJ 
states commissioned officers cannot use “contemptuous 
words” against the president. “If a member of the armed 
forces, back when I was a JAG, said something [about the 
president] and it was heard and publicized — whether they 
were in uniform or not — we would’ve tried to prosecute,” he 
said. 

The punishment, if any, for the Sailor will be at the 
discretion of the commander and judge advocate general on 
base, Aniton said. 

“I wouldn’t be surprised if he got at least administrative 
action taken against him, whether it’s just [nonjudicial 
punishment],” Aniton said, adding a court martial seemed 
unlikely. 

Directive 1344.10 does not specifically discuss rules and 
regu-lations for social media, including tweeting, blogging and 
posting on Facebook. Still, Aniton said the intent of the laws is 
obvious. 

“The main idea is they’re saying, ‘Hey look, you can have 
a personal opinion, but don’t tie yourself as a representative of 
the armed forces.’“ 

Return to Index 
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AVIATION: 
17. U.S. Navy Works Through F-35C Air-Ship Integration Issues 
(FLIGHTGLOBAL (UK) 01 OCT 12) ... Dave Majumdar 

WASHINGTON, D.C. -- The Naval Sea Systems 
Command (NAVSEA) is working hard to integrate the 
Lockheed Martin F-35C Joint Strike Fighter onto the carrier 
deck, but challenges remain. 

Aircraft carriers, by virtue of their huge size and 
capability, are adaptable over time, says Rear Adm. Thomas 
Moore, the U.S. Navy's programme executive officer for 
carriers. An individual carrier will repeatedly adapt new 
aircraft over the course of its lifetime and the F-35C will be no 
different. 

"While the Joint Strike Fighter presents its own set of 
challenges, it's not something we haven't done before," Moore 
says. 

The biggest single hurdle the USN must overcome is the 
size of the Pratt & Whitney F135 afterburning turbofan. "The 
engine itself is probably the biggest challenge we have from a 
logistical footprint because the engine is so big," the Admiral 
says. 

The 100,000 ton Nimitz-class nuclear-powered carriers 
are not currently configured to underway replenish an engine 
of that size. As such, the giant vessels will have to be modified 
to accommodate the F135. The Military Sealift Command's 
cargo ships will also need to be modified to carry the F135. 
But the new Gerald Ford-class carriers are being designed 
from the outset with the ability to accommodate the massive 
engine. 

The F135 will be shipped broken down into several 
modules, but it might have to be broken down further for 
transportation during operations at sea, Moore says. In the 
interim, the USN will use Bell-Boeing V-22s and Sikorsky 
CH-53s to move the engine between ships. But it may be a 
moot point. 

"By the time we actually get the F-35C introduced out to 
the fleet, I suspect the majority of the carrier are going to have 
that capability installed," Moore says. "Eventually all of them 
will." 

The USN has never operated a stealth aircraft from a 
carrier deck before, but Moore says he expects that 
maintaining the F-35C low observable coatings should not be 
a problem. The USN has developed processes to do the 
necessary repair work on the carrier's hanger deck without 
specialized facilities. 

"The plane was designed so that the low observable things 
could be worked on and maintained by the crew itself," Moore 
says. "Similar to when we went from the [Grumman F-14] 
Tomcat to the [Boeing F/A-18E/F] Super Hornets." 

Unlike the aluminum-skinned F-14 or classic F/A-
18A/B/C/D, the Super Hornet is built largely of composite 
materials. The move to composite material required a 
complete reworking of the USN's maintenance processes 
onboard the carrier, Moore says. Similar changes of will be 
required for when F-35C becomes operational with the USN-
particularly with regard to the JSF's Autonomic Logistics 
Information System (ALIS). 

Further, there is no intermediate level of maintenance on 
the F-35. Therefore, frontline maintenance will be done on the 
carrier while more complicated maintenance will be done by 
the original equipment manufacturer, Moore says. While there 
might be some maintenance facilities needed specifically by 
the F-35, there will not be specialized facilities needed for low 
observables repairs. If there is a major defect in an F-35C's 
coatings, the aircraft will have to be returned to Lockheed for 
repairs. 

Carriers will also need to have a dedicated storage facility 
to stow lithium-ion batteries, which are not used on other 
naval aircraft, Moore says. Lithium-ion batteries are more 
volatile than the other battery types used by the USN, and as 
such, require special handling. "Lithium-ion batteries are very 
challenging to handle, so you have to be very careful," he 
says. 

The rest of the F-35C integration issues are relatively 
simple, Moore says. The aircraft needs 270 volt direct current, 
which means the carrier's electrical servicing stations will 
need to be tweaked. 

Additionally, the carrier's jet blast deflectors will need to 
be modified, he adds. Some of the cooling panels will have to 
be modified with different materials and there will need to be 
increased cooling via sea-water pipes. But Moore says the 
modification are not particularly challenging. "It's the same 
issue we went through with the Super Hornet," he says. 

There will also need to be storage for some of the F-35's 
unique weapons which are not used on other naval warplanes, 
Moore says. "It's a relatively simple matter," he says. 

Aside from the physical integration with vessel, the F-35 
generates a lot of classified data. "We'll have to configure a lot 
of the ready rooms with secure tactical briefing rooms," 
Moore says. 

Overall, Moore says that integrating the F-35C onboard 
ship is no different than integrating any other aircraft. 

F-35 Operational Utility Evaluation Proceeding 
Smoothly 

The operational utility evaluation (OUE) for the 
Lockheed Martin F-35 Joint Strike Fighter is proceeding 
smoothly at Eglin AFB, Florida. 

"From a 33rd Fighter Wing (FW) perspective, the Block 
1A USAF OUE is going well with no show-stoppers so far," 
says Col Andrew Toth, commander of the 33rd FW at Eglin 
AFB. "The students are currently going through academics 
and they started their normal operations simulators this week." 

Toth is also acting as one of the instructor pilots during 
the 65-day OUE, which is designed to evaluate the maturity of 
the F-35 and its training pipeline. There four students 
undergoing F-35 training at the base, of those two are 
evaluators from the Joint Operational Test Team. 

"The flying portion of the OUE is expected to start on 26 
October," Toth says. 

Meanwhile, Eglin received its 20th F-35 on 27 
September, which was a U.S. Marine Corps F-35B short take-
off vertical landing model jet. 

Return to Index 
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18. Rear Adm. Named Deputy Of F-35 Program 
(NAVY TIMES 01 OCT 12) ... Joshua Stewart 

While the Navy is about to lose a sailor at the top of the 
Joint Strike Fighter Program, the service will be represented 
with the program’s new deputy. 

Rear Adm. Randolph Mahr will become the deputy 
director for the JSF Program, an office that’s responsible for 
developing all three variants of the F-35, Navy Secretary Ray 
Mabus and Chief of Naval Operations Adm. Jon Greenert 
announced Monday. 

In his new position, Mahr, the commander of the Naval 
Air Warfare Center, will serve in the office of the under 
secretary of defense acquisitions, technology and logistics. 

It’s the most recent shift in leadership in the JSF program. 
Mahr will take over for Air Force Maj. Gen. Christopher 
Bogdan. Meanwhile, Bogdan will head the entire program 
when Vice Adm. David Venlet leaves. 

Bogdan recently made waves with his stern assessment of 
the relationship between the Pentagon and Lockheed Martin, 
the contractor developing the F-35. At the Air Force 
Association’s Air and Space Conference he said it “should not 
take 10, 11, or 12 months to negotiate a contract with someone 
we’ve been doing business with for 11 years. There’s 
something fundamentally wrong with that. We’ve got to fix 
it.” 

Mahr has worked as the test and evaluation manager and 
chief engineer for the Joint Standoff Weapon. He was the 
program manager for the E-2 Hawkeye and C-2 Greyhound as 
well as program manager for Aircraft Launch and Recovery 
Equipment. 

From Elizabeth, N.J., Mahr is a 1983 Naval Academy 
graduate. A naval flight officer, he has flown in the A-6E 
Intruder as the bombardier/navigator. 
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SURFACE FLEET: 
19. 'Mike Is Here With Us' 
Destroyer named for LI hero glides by 9/11 attack site that inspired him to join Navy 
(NEWSDAY (LONG ISLAND) 02 OCT 12) ... Martin C. Evans 

The USS Michael Murphy made its way up New York 
Harbor yesterday morning, past the national wound that 
inspired the ship's namesake to give his life hunting down 
America's enemies. 

Aboard ship was the family of Lt. Michael P. Murphy, a 
Navy SEAL who was killed in Afghanistan seven years ago 
while leading a four-member stealth squad that had been 
pursuing a Taliban leader in a lawless region near the 
Pakistani border. 

"This is why he did what he did," said Murphy's father, 
Dan Murphy, as the 510-foot destroyer passed Ground Zero, 
site of the 9/11 terror attacks in 2001. "To make sure it doesn't 
happen again." 

President George W. Bush posthumously awarded 
Murphy, 29, a 1994 graduate of Patchogue-Medford High 
School, the Medal of Honor - the nation's highest military 
honor, and the first awarded to a member of the Navy since 
the Vietnam War - at a 2007 White House ceremony attended 
by Murphy's parents. 

Yesterday, on the twinkling waters of the Hudson River 
and under a brilliant blue sky, his relatives escorted the ship to 
a berth on Manhattan's West Side, where it is to be 
commissioned into the U.S. fleet at a Saturday ceremony. 

"It's thrilling, it really is," said Murphy's mother, Maureen 
Murphy, of Patchogue, who was invited by the ship's captain 

to make the short cruise from Staten Island on the bridge of 
the Navy's newest ship. "In my heart, I have no doubt that 
Mike is here with us." 

Murphy, 29, and the three other SEALS were surrounded 
by a much larger Taliban force on a rugged mountainside. 
Rather than see his men killed, Murphy sacrificed himself in a 
futile effort to call for help. 

Saturday's commissioning will bestow upon Murphy's 
legacy the rare Navy honor of having his name adorn a ship of 
the fleet. The U.S. fleet, which Navy spokesman David 
Hostetler said has 287 ships and submarines, is mostly named 
after states, cities, famous battles or presidents. 

Yesterday's arrival of the 7,134-ton ship marked the first 
of a weeklong salute to Murphy by the Navy, to be culminated 
at Saturday's 10 a.m. commissioning. Murphy's family will 
participate in the ceremonial 9:30 a.m. opening of the New 
York Stock Exchange today, then will escort members of the 
ship's crew during a 3 p.m. visit to Murphy's grave site at 
Calverton National Cemetery in Riverhead. 

On Thursday, Murphy's family members are scheduled to 
attend an invitation-only reception aboard the ship with 
relatives and guests of the individuals who participated in 
Operation Red Wings, the ill-fated reconnaissance mission 
that claimed Murphy's life. On Friday, the Navy will host a 
VIP tour of the ship. 
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20. USS Reuben James To Leave Pearl Harbor On Last Patrol 
(HONOLULU STAR-ADVERTISER 01 OCT 12) ... William Cole 

The USS Reuben James, a guided missile frigate, leaves 
Tuesday on its last deployment. 

The frigate USS Reuben James is heading out on its last 
deployment Tuesday as the Navy prepares to decommission it 

and another frigate -- the USS Crommelin — the last two in 
Pearl Harbor. 

The Navy is replacing some of its 445-foot frigates, which 
have a crew of about 215, as well as some mine hunters, with 
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littoral combat ships that can operate in near-shore waters off 
foreign countries. 

Commissioned in 1986, the Reuben James will be taken 
out of service on Aug. 30, according to the Navy. The USS 
Crommelin is scheduled for inactivation on Oct. 31. 

The Reuben James is heading out for an independent 7-
month deployment to the Western Pacific. 

“Reuben James has worked very hard to prepare to 
deploy. I’m very proud of the crew. Everything we’ve asked 
them to do, they have answered the call,” said Cmdr. Daniel 
Valascho, commanding officer of Reuben James. “And now, 
they will answer the call of their nation as we sail over the 
horizon and say farewell to our families and friends.” 

Valascho added, “I’m proud of all of them and I know 
they are excited to participate in the ship’s final deployment 
before decommissioning.” 

The Navy said the ship and crew will “strengthen 
partnerships and alliances in the Western Pacific and provide 
maritime security near vital sea lanes.” 

In August 1991, Reuben James moved from Long Beach, 
Calif. to Pearl Harbor. The ship participated in operations 
Enduring and Iraqi Freedom as well as counter-drug 
operations. 

In 2004, Reuben James went through an extensive 
modernization and maintenance program. The ship also 
appeared in the movie “The Hunt For Red October,” with 
Reuben James Sailors portraying Soviets. 
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INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY: 
21. HP Adding Thin Client Services To Navy-Marine Corps Intranet 
(DEFENSE DAILY 02 OCT 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

Hewlett-Packard has begun building thin client computing 
into the Navy Marine Corps Intranet (NMCI), with plans to 
install them to serve up to 7,500 end users under a pilot 
program, a company official said Friday. 

Thin client computing effectively centralizes the hard 
drive and computing power away from the desktop to a server 
farm, leaving behind only a portal to plug in a keyboard, 
mouse and monitor. 

The process began in April and thin client systems are in 
use at Navy facilities in Washington, D.C., San Diego and 
Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, Bill Toti, HP’s vice president for Navy 
programs, said. Toti said thin client computing reduces 
hardware and maintenance costs. He added it is popular with 
the cyber security community because it becomes more 
difficult for users to engage in unauthorized downloads of 
sensitive information. 

“The server knows what I am downloading,” he said. HP 
has also worked to increase email storage space on NMCI and 
to back up data by plugging into a remote location without 
having to use tapes stored in computers, easing the process 
and scaling back data recovery time in the event of a natural 
disaster like flooding, he said. 

NMCI is the largest computing network in the U.S. 
government with more than 400,000 work stations and twice 
as many user accounts. HP is under contract to provide up to 
7,500 thin client work stations and the Navy has yet to decide 

how it wants to proceed. The service could continue the 
transition as desktop systems age and could wait until it 
transitions to the NMCI successor known as the Next 
Generation Enterprise Network (NGEN), Toti said. 

The Navy earlier this year issued a request for proposals 
(RFP) for NGEN and plans to move to the new system by 
April 2014, although its ability to meet that timeframe has 
been questioned by congressional auditors. 

HP is a prime bidder for NGEN and has teamed up with 
Northrop Grumman, IBM, AT&T and Lockheed Martin to 
submit an NGEN bid. A second team has been formed by 
Harris Corp., which is an HP subcontractor on NMCI, and 
Computer Sciences Corp. That team also includes General 
Dynamics and Verizon Communications. 

The Navy expects to award the two NGEN contracts next 
year, one for transport services and the other for enterprise 
services early next year. The Navy could award both contracts 
to a single team, or one to each. The total value of the contract 
for the first five years is estimated at $5.3 billion over the next 
five years. 

The Government Accountability Office (GAO) said 
earlier this month the total program cost could reach as much 
as $38 billion through 2024. The GAO has said delays in 
issuing the RFP over the last couple years makes it unlikely 
the Navy will be able to meet the April 2014 transition and 
could cause costs to increase (Defense Daily, Sept. 21, 2012). 
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CYBER: 
22. Cybersecurity Could Be Casualty Of Sequester Ax 
(POLITICO 01 OCT 12) ... Tony Romm 

The looming threat of sequestration could short-circuit 
one of the few cybersecurity agreements between lawmakers 
and the White House: the need for a bigger budget to protect 
government and private computer systems. 

At stake are hundreds of millions of dollars in cyberaid, 
the loss of which could jeopardize efforts to detect digital 
spies, fight off foreign hackers, research new technologies and 
hire smart cybersecurity experts — the sort of commitments 

made in the Obama administration’s budget, and echoed by 
congressional leaders all year. 

“On a bipartisan basis, there’s an understanding we need 
to put more emphasis on cybersecurity … and sequestration 
just comes along and just mindlessly cuts everything by the 
same amount,” said Rep. Mac Thornberry (R-Texas), who led 
the House cybersecurity task force. 
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“In some ways, everything is more fragile in its early 
stages — whether you’re talking about attracting top quality 
talent or just working out your operations and how things are 
going to run,” Thornberry said in an interview. “And so I think 
you can make a fair case that cuts at that stage, especially in 
an area that moves so fast, could do even more damage than in 
other places.” 

There’s no single entity in the federal government that 
handles cybersecurity: Responsibilities for protecting federal 
networks, staving off foreign cyberattacks and researching 
new technologies are spread across multiple departments and 
programs. Many of those initiatives would be hit hard by deep 
cuts beginning in 2013 unless Congress pushes back the target 
date for its legally mandated cuts, exempts some categories of 
spending or does away entirely with its fallback, deficit-
reduction plans. 

Under the worst-case scenario, the sequester would take 
an ax to funds that lawmakers and the White House alike have 
tried to boost this year. The Obama administration backed 
more than $300 million in new cybersecurity spending at the 
Department of Homeland Security in 2013, among other 
agencies, and congressional appropriators have delivered 
similarly high amounts. 

Lawmakers even boosted a key DHS program to protect 
federal networks in the latest continuing resolution Congress 
authorized to fund the government for the next six months — 
a bill that otherwise kept most agency spending flat. 

Tom Gann, vice president of government relations at 
Internet security firm McAfee, pointed to the development as 
“really significant,” noting it “helps confirm what the White 
House is saying, that cybersecurity is a top five priority.” 

But the deep reductions threatened by mandatory 
sequestration would certainly slow down work to boost the 
nation’s digital defenses, even as Congress and the White 
House weigh comprehensive cybersecurity legislation. 

The standard 9.4 percent reduction to hit defense 
spending under the budget-control measure, for example, 
would touch critical programs like the Infrastructure 

Protection and Information Security component of DHS. 
Sequestration would mean a loss of $86 million in the next 
fiscal year, according to documents prepared for Congress by 
the White House Office of Management and Budget. 

Neither OMB nor DHS would comment for this story. 
At the moment, many lawmakers are arguing for a buffer 

on coming defense cuts — fearing the broad reductions in 
military spending could harm readiness and slow economic 
recovery. And without some new carve-out, the defense 
changes could complicate efforts to detect or stave off foreign 
cyberattacks, too. Beyond the millions of dollars in lost 
funding, the Pentagon and other agencies might have to slow 
down their hiring at a time when top military officials are 
clamoring aggressively for more cybersecurity experts. 

The White House is a staunch supporter of training and 
hiring those workers, and had angled to give agencies 
additional hiring authority to “be more competitive with the 
private sector,” said Howard Schmidt, former White House 
cybersecurity coordinator. 

In the event of sequestration, Schmidt told POLITICO, 
“It’s going to have an impact.” 

“It’s an actual workforce,” added Stewart Baker, partner 
at Steptoe & Johnson and former assistant secretary for policy 
at DHS. “There’s not much to cut but positions and staff. And 
when you cut staff, you quickly see an impact on the service.” 

Nondefense programs, meanwhile, would be slashed 
across the board by 8.2 percent, provided the budget law 
remains unchanged. That could mean tens of millions of 
dollars lost at the National Institute of Standards and 
Technology, among other federal agencies that contribute key 
research to the cyber field. 

“The research funds certainly could take a hit,” Gann 
said. He added that McAfee has supported new cyber 
investments “to promote enhanced research into tech that can 
deliver better outcomes over time.” 

“We would urge great care be taken in evaluation of those 
programs,” Gann added. 
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CONGRESS / BUDGET: 
23. Leaders At Work On Plan To Avert Mandatory Cuts 
(NEW YORK TIMES 02 OCT 12) ... Jonathan Weisman 

WASHINGTON — Senate leaders are closing in on a 
path for dealing with the “fiscal cliff” facing the country in 
January, opting to try to use a postelection session of Congress 
to reach agreement on a comprehensive deficit reduction deal 
rather than a short-term solution. 

Senate Democrats and Republicans remain far apart on 
the details, and House Republicans continue to resist any 
discussion of tax increases. But lawmakers and aides say that a 
bipartisan group of senators is coalescing around an ambitious 
three-step process to avert a series of automatic tax increases 
and deep spending cuts. 

First, senators would come to an agreement on a deficit 
reduction target — likely to be around $4 trillion over 10 years 
— to be reached through revenue raised by an overhaul of the 
tax code, savings from changes to social programs like 
Medicare and Social Security, and cuts to federal programs. 
Once the framework is approved, lawmakers would vote on 

expedited instructions to relevant Congressional committees to 
draft the details over six months to a year. 

If those efforts failed, another plan would take effect, 
probably a close derivative of the proposal by President 
Obama’s fiscal commission led by Erskine B. Bowles, the 
Clinton White House chief of staff, and former Senator Alan 
K. Simpson of Wyoming, a Republican. Those 
recommendations included changes to Social Security, broad 
cuts in federal programs and actions that would lower tax rates 
over all but eliminate or pare enough deductions and credits to 
yield as much as $2 trillion in additional revenue. 

Finally, they would vote to put off the automatic spending 
cuts, known as sequestration, and tax increases scheduled to 
hit all at once in January — but with some deficit reduction 
down payment to signal how serious Congress is. 

Mr. Obama has said he would not allow Congress to 
simply pass a new law to override the $1 trillion in automatic 
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cuts agreed to in the Budget Control Act of 2011, but senators 
said they believed the White House would go along with a 
deal that locks in as much as four times those savings in 
exchange for canceling the automatic cuts. 

With both sides awaiting the outcome of the election, 
negotiators will not even try to determine how much money 
would come from the three components until after the voting, 
when, presumably, the victorious side would emerge with new 
leverage. 

“A lot of what happens and when it happens depends on 
the outcome of the election,” said Senator Mitch McConnell 
of Kentucky, the Republican leader. 

House Republicans, favored to retain control regardless of 
the presidential and Senate results, have not been part of the 
Senate talks so far and could be difficult to sway to back a 
package with significant new revenue even if it wins 
bipartisan Senate support. 

Democratic leaders are already signaling a major 
stumbling block: they will accept no deal that extends Bush-
era tax cuts for the rich, even for six months. 

“President Obama has clearly stated he will not extend the 
Bush tax cuts for millionaires and billionaires, and I fully 
support his position,” Senator Harry Reid of Nevada, the 
majority leader, said in a statement. “Americans are sick and 
tired of simply kicking the can down the road and avoiding 
our nation’s financial issues.” 

Other senators, like Lindsey Graham, Republican of 
South Carolina, have counseled a more incremental approach 
to head off mandatory deep military cuts next year. Senator 
Richard J. Durbin of Illinois, the second-ranking Democrat, 
had suggested finding enough savings for a six-month delay 
on taxes and cuts to give negotiators more time. 

But Mr. McConnell compared the government to a ship 
sinking under the weight of Medicare and Social Security and 
said that temporarily holding off the automatic budget cuts and 
tax increases would not avert a disaster. 

“Even if we rearrange the chairs, fix the tax thing, fix the 
sequester, the ship’s still going down,” he said in an interview. 
“I want to deal with it altogether. The next best opportunity is 
the end of the year.” 

With their party leaders’s encouragement, Senators 
Michael Bennet, Democrat of Colorado, and Lamar 
Alexander, Republican of Tennessee, have begun talks on 
legislative language to lock a deficit reduction framework into 
law. 

And pressure for a deal continues to grow. On Monday, 
the nonpartisan Tax Policy Center released a new study 
estimating that if nothing is done, the expiration of all the 
Bush-era tax cuts would raise taxes by more than $500 billion 
next year alone, an average increase of $3,500 per household. 
Middle-income families, it said, would see taxes rise by an 
average of almost $2,000. 

Senator Tom Udall, Democrat of New Mexico, said 
figures like those and forecasts anticipating a recession if 
nothing is done have prompted some consideration for 
postponing any tax increases or spending cuts for a year. But 
he said lawmakers want to lock in action on the deficit now. 

“You have to have the framework of a plan,” he said. 
“We need to find something that’s going to make us come to 
the table and put our fiscal house in order.” 

The two parties will have only weeks to reach an 
agreement between Election Day and Dec. 31, and they 
remain far apart on some fundamental issues besides tax cuts 
for the wealthy. House Speaker John A. Boehner of Ohio says 
he will not accept any deal that raises tax rates or “decouples” 
the Bush-era tax rates by extending some but allowing others 
to expire. 

Senators have also failed to agree on a mechanism to 
enforce a deficit reduction plan. Mr. Durbin has suggested that 
if Congress cannot agree on changes to the tax code, 
entitlements and spending in six months, the automatic 
spending cuts and tax increases should go into effect. 

But the bipartisan group of senators says that medicine 
has already proved too tough to swallow. Instead, the backstop 
should be an acceptable deficit reduction program like 
Simpson-Bowles. 

“The idea is to put in place an end product upfront that is 
already fairly agreeable,” said a Senate official familiar with 
the plans. “You’d basically be giving Congress six months to 
improve upon it.” 

After so many false starts, even those involved in the talks 
are reluctant to express much optimism. 

Mr. McConnell and other Republicans said only the 
president could make a deal happen. 

“I encourage all these discussions,” he said. “They’re all 
good. But we need the president, whoever that is, to not be a 
bystander like this president, to step up to the plate, and do 
three things: make the deal, deliver the members of his party 
and sign the bill.” 
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24. Feds: Taxpayers Would Cover Layoff Costs Under Sequester 
(POLITICO 01 OCT 12) ... Philip Ewing 

Taxpayers would be on the hook for the costs of laying 
off defense industry workers if automatic, across-the-board 
budget cuts were to take effect Jan. 2. 

Defense giant Lockheed Martin, which backed off 
Monday from an earlier threat to issue thousands of layoff 
warnings later this month just as voters were preparing to go 
to the polls, said it welcomed a notice from the Office of 
Management and Budget that affirmed vendors could bill 
Uncle Sam if “contract actions” next year meant they were 
forced to close plants and lay off employees. 

The notice also made clear that layoff notices under a 
labor law called the “WARN Act” would be in order in the 

run-up to potential cancellations, although those cancellations 
would likely take place months after the Jan. 2 budget 
restrictions, rather than on the same day. 

“The additional guidance … ensures that, if contract 
actions due to sequestration were to occur, our employees 
would be provided the protection of the WARN Act and that 
the costs of this protection would be allowable and 
recoverable,” said company spokeswoman Jennifer Allen. 

Lockheed CEO Robert Stevens warned earlier this year 
that he might issue layoff warnings in late October because the 
Jan. 2 onset of $55 billion in automatic cuts for fiscal 2013 — 
called sequestration — might mean cancellations, plant 
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closures and lost jobs, and as such he owed his employees a 
warning under the law. But OMB guidance issued Friday said 
that although the Defense Department would probably have to 
abrogate or renegotiate contracts under sequestration, that 
wouldn’t happen all at once. 

“The additional guidance offered important new 
information about the potential timing of DoD actions under 
sequestration, indicating that DoD anticipates no contract 
actions on or about Jan. 2, 2013, and that any action to adjust 
funding levels on contracts as a result of sequestration would 
likely not occur for several months after Jan. 2,” Allen said. 

Another major defense vendor, BAE Systems, also said 
Monday that OMB’s notice obviated the need for layoff 
advisories around the end of this month. 

“As it remains less than clear how and when sequestration 
might be implemented for individual programs, BAE Systems 
has determined it will not issue conditional WARN 
notifications to all of its employees following the guidance 
issued by OMB and DoD last week,” said the company’s top 
spokesman, Brian Roehrkasse. Still, like Lockheed, he made 
clear BAE still believes that option remains open. 

“If specific information becomes available that certain 
company facilities may suffer mass layoffs due to 
sequestration, we will issue WARN notices at that time as 
required by law,” Roehrkasse told POLITICO. “Unless 
sequestration is avoided, we eventually may have no choice 
but to issue WARN notices to potentially impacted employees. 
When that might happen will depend on the circumstances as 
they develop.” 

Stevens has warned that sequestration would create a kind 
of budget shock wave beyond its upfront spending reductions 
— the government would have to pay for companies like 
Lockheed to pay severance to fired employees, as well as to 
cover the costs involved with Lockheed renegotiating the 
contracts it already has with its subcontractors. Industry 
advocates caution that there is no way to estimate those 
additional costs until they had actually been incurred after 
sequestration took effect, but that there could be legal chaos. 

That danger remains, but in the near term, Monday’s 
announcements stopped a time bomb that had been ticking 
since last month, when a trio of defense CEOs, including 

Stevens, and BAE’s Linda Hudson, warned in letters released 
by Sen. John McCain (R-Ariz.) that with no further 
information from Washington, they would issue layoff notices 
around late October. 

The third CEO was Sean O’Keefe of EADS North 
America. That company did not immediately return a request 
for comment. 

Ten other defense industry CEOs told McCain in letters 
responding to his questions that they might issue warnings or 
might not, depending on what happened as the sequestration 
deadline drew closer. 

McCain and other hawks have criticized the Obama 
administration’s attempt to discourage defense industry layoff 
warnings, hoping that the political pressure would motivate 
Congress to act to avert sequestration. 

McCain and two colleagues, Sen. Lindsey Graham (R-
S.C.) and Sen. Kelly Ayotte (R-N.H.) said in a statement 
Friday that the president “is cynically trying to skirt the 
WARN Act to keep the American people in the dark about this 
looming national security and fiscal crisis. The president 
should insist that companies act in accordance with the clearly 
stated law and move forward with the layoff notices. 
Republicans and Democrats in Congress, as recently as three 
days ago, called on the president to work with us to avert the 
looming threat of sequestration to our national security.” 

House Armed Services Committee Chairman Rep. Buck 
McKeon (R-Calif.) said Monday that Lockheed’s decision 
came in response to an implicit threat from the White House 
— that if the vendors had gone ahead and issued their layoff 
notices this month, that would’ve jeopardized their ability to 
recover costs later if sequestration took effect. 

“Notifications will not be sent to those at risk, even 
though we have heard directly from CEOs in hearings this 
summer that layoffs will occur. Further, even though the OMB 
directive purports to protect the defense industry against the 
costs of not complying with the WARN Act, they cannot 
guarantee how the courts would rule in such an action. Thus 
the president has pledged to compound the impact of 
sequestration by dedicating already scarce resources to cover 
needless court costs.” 
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BUSINESS: 
25. After Obama Guidance, Lockheed Won't Issue Layoff Notices This Year 
(THE HILL 01 OCT 12) ... Jeremy Herb 

Lockheed Martin and other defense contractors backed 
down from issuing layoff notices to employees on Monday 
after the Obama administration promised to pick up the tab for 
severance costs resulting from sequestration. 

The news provided welcome relief for President Obama, 
who faced the prospect of mass layoff notices in battleground 
states just days before the election, and outraged Republicans, 
who accused the administration of bending the law to hide job 
losses from the public. 

The White House issued guidance on Friday that said the 
government would cover the costs if contracts are canceled 
and layoffs occur due to the automatic spending cuts set for 
2013. But that offer would be null and void for any contractor 
that issues job-loss warnings before sequestration begins. 

That guidance prompted Lockheed Martin — which led 
the industry charge for mass layoff notices tied to the Jan. 2 
start date for sequestration — to say it would not send any 
notices this year. 

Republicans, who have been arguing the notices should 
be sent, blasted the Obama administration for strong-arming 
defense firms. 

Sen. Lindsey Graham (R-S.C.) called the administration’s 
actions illegal and said he would work to prevent taxpayer 
dollars from being used to pay for severance. 

“I will do everything in my power to make sure not one 
taxpayer dollar is spent reimbursing companies for failure to 
comply with WARN Act,” Graham told The Hill in a phone 
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interview Monday. “That is so beyond the pale — I think it’s 
patently illegal.” 

The fight over layoff warnings under the Worker 
Adjustment and Retraining Notification Act is just the latest 
skirmish in a multi-front war over sequestration, which would 
cut $500 billion from the Pentagon budget over the next 
decade. 

Sequestration has become a potent political issue in 
Virginia, a swing state both Obama and GOP nominee Mitt 
Romney are desperate to win. Thousands of defense-industry 
employees live in Virginia’s northern suburbs, and the cuts 
from sequestration could hit the state especially hard. 

Romney has forcefully attacked Obama over 
sequestration during visits to Virginia, saying the president is 
standing idly by as the nation’s military force is hollowed out. 

The administration and Democrats have argued the 
layoff-notice threat was a political ploy because there was 
never going to be a need to fire employees en masse on Jan. 2. 
They pointed to guidance from the Pentagon that said 
contracts would not be canceled on the day the cuts begin. 

Bob Stevens, Lockheed’s CEO, created a firestorm in 
June when he threatened to send out notices of potential 
layoffs to all 123,000 of his employees on Nov. 2 — four days 
before the election — due to the WARN Act requiring 
companies to give 60 days’ notice of mass layoffs. 

The Obama administration pushed back in July, telling 
contractors it was “inappropriate” to issue the notices tied to 
sequestration, but Lockheed and a handful of other contractors 
said they were likely to do so anyway. 

The latest guidance changed Lockheed’s mind, however, 
and other defense contractors that had indicated they might 
send the notices quickly followed suit. 

“The additional guidance further ensures that, if contract 
actions due to sequestration were to occur, our employees 
would be provided the protection of the WARN Act and that 
the costs of this protection would be allowable and 
recoverable,” Lockheed spokeswoman Jennifer Allen said in a 
statement. 

Loren Thompson, a defense analyst at the Lexington 
Institute who consults with many defense firms, said that as 
the notice threat became more political, Lockheed had become 
“a little lonely” as the chief advocate for issuing them. 

“I think Lockheed had become concerned that some 
people might interpret issuing WARN notices as favoring one 
presidential campaign over the other, and so they really were 
not very happy about being in this position,” Thompson told 
The Hill. 

“Nobody in the company, the senior management, 
thought that issuing WARN notices was going to become part 
of the presidential campaign.” 

BAE Systems, which had said in a letter to Sen. John 
McCain (R-Ariz.) last month that it might also warn its 
employees about layoffs, said Monday it “has determined it 
will not issue conditional WARN notifications to all of its 
employees following the guidance issued by OMB and DOD 
last week.” 

House Armed Services Committee Chairman Buck 
McKeon (R-Calif.) told The Hill that the administration was 
“twisting arms” to get the defense contractors to relent before 
the election, but said he was surprised that Lockheed went 
along with it. 

“I’m just disappointed in them, but I understand the 
situation and process they’re under,” McKeon said in a phone 
interview. “Their whole business is dealing with the 
government, and the government is threatening them to not 
follow the law.” 

Republicans who argue that the administration is not 
following the law say that the sequester is not an excuse to 
skirt the requirements of the WARN Act, which requires 60 
days’ notice for plant closings or layoffs of more than 100 
employees for large companies. 

Companies that don’t send the notices on time can face 
legal action and severance costs — something that happened 
to Lockheed Martin when the new presidential helicopter was 
canceled in 2009. 

The Department of Labor guidance issued in July, 
however, says that the WARN Act would not apply to 
immediate job losses due to sequestration because those cuts 
would be an “unforeseeable business circumstance.” 

Todd Harrison, a budget analyst at the Center for 
Strategic and Budgetary Assessments, issued a report this 
summer that said contractors would not feel the effects of 
sequestration immediately, casting doubt on the need for mass 
layoff notices in November. 

He said the WARN Act fight is another example of 
“hyperbole” that’s taken over the debate on sequestration. 

“So far the debate has focused on red herrings, like 
immediate jobs losses in industry, base closures and pink slips 
for troops returning from Afghanistan,” Harrison said. “Once 
people read the law and understand what it really says, they 
can look past the hyperbole and see sequestration for what it 
really is — bad policy that will have long-lasting effects. It 
doesn’t need any exaggeration.” 

Return to Index 
 

26. DoD Withholds Pay From Contractors 
Move Aims To Encourage Fixes To Faulty Business Systems 
(DEFENSE NEWS 01 OCT 12) ... Sarah Chacko 

For the past year, the Pentagon has withheld at least $42 
million in payments from contractors. 

The step is aimed at pushing contractors to quickly fix 
faulty contractor business systems that bill the government, 
manage government, property estimate costs and track 
performance, among other things. 

The get-tough approach appears to be working, experts 
say: Contractors are moving more swiftly to correct problems 
with their business systems. 

So far, at least five companies have been docked 
payments for various Defense Department work BAE 
Systems, Lockheed Marlin Aeronautics, Lockheed Martin 
Space Systems, United Launch Alliance and Huntington 
Ingalls Industries. 

DoD could not confirm that these five contractors were 
the only ones subjected to payment withholdings since the 
department put a new contracting rule allowing the 
withholdings into effect in February. The department made a 
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preliminary decision to withhold money against at least one 
other contractor, CACI of Arlington Va., because of problems 
with its labor accounting system, department spokeswoman 
Army Lt Col. Elizabeth Robbins wrote in an email. But it is 
unclear how much, if any, money was withheld before the 
company submitted a corrective-action plan that satisfied 
DoD’s concerns. 

Information from the department and contract experts 
suggests that few, if any, other companies have seen payments 
withheld so far. 

The rule allowing the payment withholdings took effect in 
May 2011, although enforcement picked up after it was 
finalized in February. It allows the Pentagon to withhold up to 
5 percent of contract payments if there is a deficient business 
system and up to 10 percent if there are problems in multiple 
systems. 

The rule applies only to contracts awarded since the rule 
took effect, and it does not apply to small businesses. 

The Pentagon's two audit agencies — the Defense 
Contract Audit Agency (DCAA) and the Defense Contract 
Management Agency (DCMA) — are responsible for 
inspecting contractors' business systems. If problems within 
those systems are identified and contractors fail to draw up 
sufficient plans to fix them, contracting officers can begin 
withholding payments. 

DCAA is responsible for auditing contractors' accounting, 
estimating and material management systems. DCMA reviews 
contractors purchasing, property management and Earned 
Value Management systems. 

Since the rule went into effect, it's gotten contractors’ 
attention. Lockheed Martin Aeronautics is working on a 
corrective action plan to resolve its issues, a company 
spokesman said. However, the company has been working to 
improve its Earned Value Management system for several 
years, according to DCAA records. Meanwhile, DCMA 
increased its with-holding on the company's new F-35 
contract, from 2 percent when the withholding began in 
February to 5 percent in June. 

In contrast, Naval Sea Systems Command last month 
lowered its withholding on Huntington Ingalls' contract for the 
construction of an Arleigh Burke-class destroyer from 5 
percent to 2 percent, nearly a year after it began withholding 
payments. 

Most of the time, deficiencies can be corrected within a 
year, consultant Mike McNew, a former DCAA auditor, wrote 
in an e-mail. Contractors that have taken longer than that in 
the past were not penalized for not getting into compliance, he 
said. 

Before, "they haven't had penalties assessed, they haven't 
lost contracts, and they haven't been denied awards because of 

the deficiencies," he said "Now there are cash flow penalties 
for not correcting the deficiencies.” 

The Pentagon views faulty contractor business systems as 
a potentially costly liability. 

For example, DCAA cited a contractor for failing to 
control its timekeeping system. While the contractor had 
policies regarding who could enter or change an employee's 
time on the job, it did not have controls to ensure that policies 
were being followed, Robbins said. One employee could 
change another employee's recorded time and it would not 
raise any red flags. 

Contract experts and industry groups say contractors are 
concerned about how DCAA and DCMA will determine what 
constitutes a significant deficiency and whether a disapproved 
system will prevent a company from winning new awards. 

For example, the systems must be able to allow the 
contractor to perform an adequate price analysis, but there is 
not a set standard for what qualifies as "adequate," said Jeffery 
White, who consults with contractors on how to bring their 
business systems into compliance with Pentagon standards. 
One auditor may find a contractors system inadequate, while 
another auditor may look at the sane system and determine it 
is inadequate, he said 

Aside from affecting cash flow, the withholdings could 
put contractors at a disadvantage when they bid on new 
awards, contract experts said. 

Contracting officers can still award contracts to 
companies with disapproved systems, but, “In the minds of the 
evaluators, it's an area of heightened concern," White said. 

While the rule is intended to save the government money 
by preventing fraud and waste, the government will bear the 
cost of compliance. 

At large companies, business systems are complex and 
touch on other systems that may also have to be corrected, 
contract experts said. 

“I am not sure I have seen one of these systems 
implemented fully, and correctly, in less than a year and for 
less than $500,000." said McNew, the former DCAA auditor. 

Those costs to correct business systems are rolled into 
contractors' overhead rates, which are charged to the 
government on individual contracts, contract experts said. 

“The cost, it can be very significant" said Robin Schulze, 
director of government contractor advisory services at Baker 
Tilly Virchow Krause, and a former employee of DCAA and 
DCMA. "I think, much like some of the other regulations, 
we're willing to spend an awful lot of money to build the 
Cadillac when in all cases ifs certainly not necessary to ensure 
the allow ability of the cast." 
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ENERGY: 
27. Naval Station Newport Honored For Energy Saving Initiatives 
(PROVIDENCE (RI) BUSINESS NEWS 01 OCT 12) 

NEWPORT – Naval Station Newport was selected for the 
2012 Secretary of the Navy Energy and Water Management 
Platinum Level Recognition for its energy saving 
accomplishments during fiscal year 2011. 

Capt. Doug Mikatarian, the commanding officer at the 
station, will travel with Installation Energy Program Manager 
John Reichert to the Navy Memorial in Washington, D.C., on 
Wednesday, Oct. 3, to accept the award from the Secretary of 
the Navy. 
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October is Energy Awareness Month for the U.S. Navy. 
“I am very proud of the achievements resulting from the 

combined energy conserving efforts by everyone across the 
base,” Capt. Mikatarian said in prepared remarks. “We still 
have a long ways to go, however, and we will continue to seek 
and exploit opportunities for further reduction in our energy 
consumption.” 

The Platinum Level distinction is the second highest level 
awarded in the annual competition and denotes an 
“exceptional year for energy project execution,” according to a 
Naval Station Newport release. 

During the 2011 fiscal year, Naval Station Newport 
reduced energy intensity by 36.6 percent from its fiscal year 
2003 baseline. 

The Naval Station attributed its success to a focus on 
efficient energy production and distribution, as well as the 
installation of lighting system, heating, ventilation and air 
conditional systems upgrades. 

The station’s emphasis on water conservation – including 
the installation of low-flow plumbing fixtures and a water leak 
repair program – resulted in a water use reduction of 48.9 
percent from its fiscal year 2007 baseline. 

According to a release, the Naval Station is currently 
involved in an environmental assessment on the construction 
of a wind energy facility. The installation would generate 9 
MW of electricity. 

“Congratulations on your efforts. Energy and water 
management are critical to the accomplishment of the Navy’s 
mission,” Acting Secretary of the Navy Robert O. Work said 
in a statement. 

“We must all continue to be good stewards of our 
resources and treat them as the strategic asset they 
increasingly are. In the process, we will reduce consumption, 
waste less and free up funding to better support our war 
fighters,” added Work. 
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INFRASTRUCTURE / INSTALLATIONS: 
28. Safety Board Rejected New Explosive Wharf At Bangor 
(KITSAP (WA) SUN 01 OCT 12) ... Ed Friedrich 

BANGOR — While the Navy was assuring people that a 
second explosives handling wharf at Naval Base Kitsap-
Bangor wouldn't create new safety concerns, the military's 
explosives safety board was refusing to grant a permit for it. 

The Department of Defense Explosives Safety Board 
approved the location and separation distances for three 
EHWs in Bangor's 1975 master plan, but wouldn't endorse the 
decision now that the Navy wants to build a second wharf 37 
years later. The scenario had changed, it said in papers 
responding to a lawsuit filed in federal court by the group 
Ground Zero for Nonviolent Action. 

The safety board's rejection hasn't stalled the $715 million 
project. Construction began last week. The Navy apparently 
chose another avenue — the Secretary of the Navy Explosives 
Safety Certification — that allows it to deviate from DOD 
standards if it assumes all risks for exposed sites and potential 
explosion sites that don't meet DOD safety criteria. Records 
indicate the Navy intended to proceed that way, but 
spokeswoman Leslie Yuenger couldn't confirm it Monday. 

The safety board had given preliminary site approval in 
October 2011, but with three conditions, including proving 
that an explosion at one EHW wouldn't cause an explosion at 
the other. It also required that the Navy conduct a study on the 
likelihood of risk. The Navy declined, saying the study could 
delay the project and cost tens of millions of dollars that could 
be better spent elsewhere. 

Ground Zero is asking Judge Ronald Leighton of U.S. 
District Court in Tacoma for a preliminary injunction halting 
construction until the environmental effects are fully explained 
and considered, as required by the National Environmental 
Policy Act. 

Many documents that were kept from the public during 
the environmental process have come out during the court 
proceedings. They had been withheld because they consisted 
of "unclassified controlled nuclear information." The Navy 
determined some of the papers shouldn't be classified that 
way, and Friday released Appendix A in its entirety and 
Appendices B and C in redacted form. 

"The Navy all through its EIS was saying there's no 
problem with explosives," said Glen Milner, who's named on 
the lawsuit with Ground Zero. "They said all the way through 
it they were following Department of Defense safety board 
regulations, and had no problems. Then we find out at the end 
that none of this is true." 

The Explosives Safety Board was formed by Congress in 
1928 after a 1926 explosion at the Naval Ammunition Depot 
in Lake Denmark, N.J., destroyed the depot, killed 21 people 
and seriously injured 53. Its mission is to provide objective 
advice to the secretary of defense and service secretaries on 
matters concerning explosives safety and to prevent hazardous 
conditions to life and property on and off Department of 
Defense installations from DoD munitions. 

"Imagine the pressure on these people that work there to 
say to the Navy, 'We are not going to approve your $700 
million project,'" Milner said. "I think that says a lot about the 
hazards of this project." 

Navy officials say they don't comment about ongoing 
litigation. 

The Suquamish Tribe also filed a lawsuit against the 
Navy and is seeking a preliminary injunction, citing violations 
of the tribe's treaty rights, the Endangered Species Act, the 
Administrative Procedures Act and the U.S. Constitution. 
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LEGAL: 
29. Sailors Await Resolution In Prostitution Scandal 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 01 OCT 12) ... Lolita C. Baldor 

WASHINGTON — Six months after members of the U.S. 
military and the Secret Service were embroiled in a 
prostitution scandal in Colombia, two Navy Sailors have been 
stripped of their security clearances and pulled off their 
regular jobs, but they have yet to be charged. 

U.S. Southern Command says the investigation 
surrounding the two Sailors is still going on, but a lawyer for 
one of the Sailors says it shouldn't take this long to reach a 
decision. Charges were read against all the other military 
members allegedly involved two months ago. 

The lawyer is arguing that the Sailor, David Hawley, was 
not around at the time that Secret Service and other members 
of the U.S. military were supposedly soliciting prostitutes in 
Cartagena. Instead, Hawley, says he was in a different hotel 
and is complaining that he is being punished and denied a 
promotion without ever being charged. 

"This is not a complex case that requires months and 
month of investigation," Hawley's lawyer, Jeremiah Sullivan, 
told The Associated Press Monday. 

Sullivan said that Hawley, a decorated Navy petty officer 
from Detroit, wants to return to the battlefield and "should not 
be picking weeds at his command. His immediate chain of 
command will put him back to work, but are caught up in the 
political red tape." 

Of the dozen military members initially implicated, seven 
Army soldiers and two Marines received administrative 
punishments for what was described as misconduct, and one 
Air Force member was cleared. Three of the soldiers declined 
the administrative punishments and have requested courts 
martial, which would give them a public trial to contest the 
charges. 

Col. Greg Julian, spokesman for U.S. Southern 
Command, said only that the matter is still under investigation. 

In a letter to Sen. Carl Levin, chairman of the Senate 
Armed Services Committee, Sullivan said that Hawley "is 
unjustifiably suffering the collateral damage from the 
misconduct of the Secret Service." He said that "despite being 
a decorated war hero and the fact that he is not facing any 

criminal charges ... Hawley has been banished to washing 
windows and picking weeds at his command." 

The military would not confirm Monday what Hawley's 
duties are or where he is. 

According to Sullivan, Hawley, an explosive ordnance 
disposal technician, has deployed to Iraq four times. Sullivan 
said Hawley's promotion to chief petty officer has been 
delayed, he's been stripped of his top-secret security clearance 
and fired from his explosive ordnance disposal job. 

The Navy said Hawley, 33, has received three Navy 
achievement medals, including one with valor, and another 
combat action ribbon. He enlisted in July 2000. 

A dozen U.S. service members were investigated for 
bringing women, likely prostitutes, to their hotel rooms in 
Colombia shortly before President Barack Obama arrived in 
the country for an April summit, according to the military's 
investigation. The investigator's report described the 
misconduct as consisting "almost exclusively of patronizing 
prostitutes and adultery." 

The scandal erupted after a public dispute over payment 
between a U.S. Secret Service agent and a prostitute at a 
Cartagena hotel spilled over into the hallway of the Hotel 
Caribe. The Secret Service and the military were in the 
Colombian coastal resort to prepare for Obama's participation 
in a Latin American summit. Twelve Secret Service 
employees were implicated. Of those, eight have been ousted, 
three were cleared of serious misconduct and at least two 
employees are fighting to get their jobs back. 

U.S. Southern Command, headed by Gen. Douglas Fraser, 
conducted the investigation into the military members' 
involvement in the April incident. Officials there had no 
explanation for why the investigation into the two Sailors is 
taking so long. 

The military investigation said that evidence 
substantiating the wrongdoing in the other cases included 
hotel log books, security camera video and statements from 
the prostitutes and military members. 
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COMMENTARY: 
30. Foreign Aid Under Fire On Many Fronts 
(WASHINGTON POST 02 OCT 12) ... Walter Pincus 

Is the Arab Spring going to lead to a U.S. foreign-aid fall? 
Will America’s deficit and its election politics combine to 

reduce non-military, soft-power U.S. programs abroad? 
Faced with the current fiscal crisis, U.S. politicians are 

looking for places to make deep cuts, and one obvious target 
for the general public appears to be taxpayer dollars sent to 
foreign countries to build their schools, roads and more 
recently private businesses — projects that have trouble being 
funded here. 

The presidential campaign also provides a forum for 
debating whether the Middle East policies of the Obama 
administration can be turned into votes for either candidate. 

A good test case for both situations turned up Friday 
when the State Department’s plan to provide Egypt with an 
additional $450 million in aid went to Congress. 

Rep. Kay Granger (R-Tex.), chairman of the House 
Appropriations subcommittee on foreign operations, which 
handles foreign aid money, zeroed in on the plan in a 
statement: “This proposal comes to Congress at a point when 
the U.S.-Egypt relationship has never been under more 
scrutiny, and rightly so. I am not convinced of the urgent need 
for this assistance and I cannot support it at this time. As chair 
of the subcommittee, I have placed a hold on these funds.” 
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Her comments generated stories around the world with 
headlines like this: “U.S. plan for emergency Egypt aid hits 
roadblock.” 

Let’s examine Granger’s statement. Her reference to 
“more scrutiny” results most immediately from the Sept. 11 
attack on the U.S. Embassy in Cairo, stirred up by 
provocateurs using a vicious anti-Islam video. The video was 
produced by an Egyptian-born Coptic Christian living in 
California and was designed to create trouble. 

On Sept. 8, a 14-minute version dubbed in Arabic was 
shown on an Egyptian channel called al-Nas and later went 
viral online, where it had hundreds of thousands of Egyptian 
viewers. One version said the video was directed by an Israeli 
American and financed by American Jews, which made the 
U.S. Embassy a target for outraged Egyptians. 

In the United States, pictures of the Cairo attack merged 
with those from Benghazi, Libya, where U.S. Ambassador J. 
Christopher Stevens and three others were killed. We’ve 
learned that the latter assault was planned by terrorist factions 
that oppose Libya’s government. 

In short, it wasn’t just about us. 
It reminds me of 1979 and 1980, when Iranian “students” 

seized the U.S. Embassy in Tehran. Americans thought it was 
to punish Washington, but later intelligence showed the real 
purpose was to get rid of exile Iranians who had returned with 
Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini and taken over major 
government posts. One by one they were forced from office. 

Mitt Romney quickly turned the Cairo/Benghazi attacks 
into a campaign issue. His initial statement said, “It’s 
disgraceful that the Obama administration’s first response was 
not to condemn attacks on our diplomatic missions but to 
sympathize with those who waged the attacks.” 

Then he accused President Obama of showing 
“weakness” in his Middle East policy and thus encouraging 
such attacks. Romney’s critique noted that Egypt’s 
democratically elected president, Mohamed Morsi, is a former 
member of the Muslim Brotherhood, and that’s bad. 

Obama is not immune from responding to what he must 
see as a potentially troubling political issue. He publicized his 
call to Morsi complaining about Egypt’s lack of protection for 
the embassy and won from him a call to end the violence and 
arrest the troublemakers. After an interview slip, where 
Obama described Egypt as “neither an ally nor an enemy,” 
Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton on Friday summed 
up the situation, saying, “Extremists are clearly determined to 
hijack these wars and revolutions to further their agendas and 
ideology, so our partnership must empower those who would 
see their nations emerge as true democracies.” 

That brings us to another part of Granger’s statement, 
where she said she was “not convinced of the urgent need for 
this assistance.” 

The funds for Egypt are to be delivered in two parts, both 
of which could take time. The terminal date for the program is 
Sept. 30, 2014, according to the four-page notification to 
Congress. The first $190 million will be delivered only after 
the Egyptian government commits to a fiscal and governance 
reform plan and an agreement with the International Monetary 
Fund on a $4.8 billion loan package. The remaining $260 
million would depend on Egypt achieving some reforms that 
include “increasing taxation revenues through a broadened tax 
base and reducing tax exemptions,” according to the 
notification. 

As for the Granger “hold,” the State Department’s 
Victoria Nuland told reporters that with Congress out until 
after the election, there’s time to explain to lawmakers and 
Hill staffers “the understandings we have with the government 
of Egypt to try to allay the concerns so the money can go 
forward.” 

No vote of approval is needed, but State officials learned 
long ago it’s better to work out problems with members whose 
support they’ll need in the future on other matters. 

It’s called diplomacy. That’s what the State Department 
does. 
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31. What If We're Wrong On Iran? 
In weighing an attack on Tehran's nuclear sites, it pays to remember the WMDs that weren't. 
(LOS ANGELES TIMES 02 OCT 12) ... Roger Z. George 

As the U.S. contemplates whether to attack Iran's nuclear 
facilities, intelligence community leaders should be asking 
themselves a question: What if we're wrong? 

That question wasn't asked — or at least wasn't answered 
— in the run-up to the 2003 Iraq war, with devastating 
consequences. Before giving up on containment or deterrence 
polices and undertaking a "preventive war" against a nation 
that has not attacked the United States, we should be as certain 
as possible of the evidence. 

Iran today presents an even murkier intelligence picture 
than Iraq did in 2003. We have not had a diplomatic presence 
there since 1979 and have had to rely on intelligence collected 
through technology, international inspectors and foreign 
intelligence relationships. In the absence of solid intelligence, 
the intelligence community has had to fall back on its own 
assumptions or mind-sets regarding Iran's nuclear program 
and make educated guesses about how its government would 
probably operate its programs. Our assessments of Iran's 
military capabilities have had to rely in part on our 

understanding of how American weapon developers conduct 
tests and develop weapons. Such analytic assumptions have 
and can again lead to incorrect conclusions. 

So what can be done to avert another military strike based 
on devastatingly wrong intelligence estimates? How can we 
avoid terrible mistakes, followed by commission 
investigations and finger-pointing? 

First, we must set extremely high standards for evidence. 
Intelligence professionals must challenge themselves to look 
at their forecasts skeptically, asking whether underlying 
assumptions about Iranian behavior and technical talent are 
well founded. Policymakers should encourage this kind of 
critical thinking and be attentive to signs of faulty logic or 
flawed intelligence. 

Second, the U.S. must not over-rely on information 
gathered and supplied by foreign governments. Such 
intelligence can be useful, but it is often provided as much to 
influence action by American policymakers as to provide 
unbiased and accurate information. Much of the foreign 
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intelligence used to analyze Iraq's supposed development of 
weapons of mass destruction, for example, was self-serving, 
biased or flat-out fabricated. The U.S. is almost certainly the 
target for influence operations designed to shape American 
perceptions of the Iranian nuclear program. We should be 
especially wary of reporting that fits what we are expecting to 
see and challenge that reporting vigorously. 

Third, U.S. intelligence personnel should be kept at arm's 
length from policy discussions, particularly those involving 
military options. Being too close to the decisions made by the 
Bush administration more than likely contributed to then-CIA 
Director George Tenet's assertion that the U.S. had "slam-
dunk" evidence that Saddam Hussein was actively developing 
weapons of mass destruction. Senior intelligence officials are 
not immune from wanting to be team players, and if a policy 
team is looking for information to support a desired action, 
this can skew an intelligence agency's views on the 
information it has gathered. James R. Clapper, the U.S. 
director of national intelligence, would be well advised to run 
all intelligence about Iran's nuclear weapons program through 
a rigorous "red-teaming" exercise, involving outside experts 
who have no ax to grind or connections to the current 
administration or its policies. 

Fourth, the intelligence community should never be called 
on to make the case for intervention, as was the situation in 
2003, when so-called white papers on Iraq's WMD program 
were fashioned by the intelligence community to support Bush 
administration policies. Such reports are not rigorous 

intelligence assessments but rather advocacy pieces devoid of 
the important qualifiers that coordinated intelligence reports 
should carry. 

Finally, the intelligence community should immediately, 
if it has not already done so, prepare candid assessments of the 
effect military strikes against Iran's nuclear facilities could 
have on both Iranian politics and regional stability. In 2003, 
such assessments proved to be prescient, but they were 
completed only after the decision had been made to invade 
Iraq. Consequently, they had virtually no impact on decision-
makers, who had convinced themselves that Iraqis would greet 
us as liberators and quickly restore the functioning of their 
society and economy. 

Needless to say, the decision to attack another Islamic 
state would carry consequences far beyond reducing Iran's 
military potential, and the intelligence community needs to 
analyze those consequences concurrently with its analysis of 
intelligence regarding Iran's nuclear intentions. 

These steps will not guarantee that intelligence used to 
reach the important decisions regarding Iran will be perfect. 
Clearly, it will not be. However, the intelligence community 
should not repeat mistakes it made in 2002 and 2003, nor 
allow itself to become the scapegoat for decisions that 
properly reside with the nation's political and military 
leadership. 

Roger Z. George, a former national intelligence officer, 
teaches at the National War College in Washington. 
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32. The Navy Moves America Forward 
(DESERET NEWS (UTAH) 02 OCT 12) ... Rear Admiral Richard P. "Rick" Snyder 

America's Navy is on our nation's front line in war and in 
peace, operating on, above and below the sea. The Navy is 
America forward, deployed around the world, defending our 
nation's interests every day. 

This year marks the bicentennial of the War of 1812. 
Many of the qualities that shaped the Navy and helped it 
prevail 200 years ago hold true today: the fighting spirit and 
boldness of the Navy's Sailors, the Navy's innovation and 
technological supremacy, the direct link between a strong 
Navy and a prosperous America through free world trade and 
the Navy's key role in preserving American sovereignty. 

During the War of 1812, America called on the Navy to 
preserve our country's security and prosperity. Two hundred 
years later, that tradition continues. Today, Navy ships fight 
on the sea, Navy submarines fight under the sea and Navy 
aircraft fight in the air over the sea and ashore, taking off from 
and landing on Navy ships. 

This capability is critical to national security. The United 
States is a maritime nation, bounded by oceans on both sides. 
Water covers about 70 percent of the earth's surface. About 80 
percent of the world's population lives near the sea, and about 
90 percent of all world trade by volume travels by sea. In other 
words, what happens on the sea matters. It matters to world 
peace. It matters to our economy and to the preservation of 
prosperity. It also matters to our national defense. A strong 
Navy like ours is necessary to preserve the American way of 
life. 

The Navy's job is growing. The president's priorities for 
21st century defense emphasize our commitment in the Asia-

Pacific and Middle East regions. They are vast, maritime areas 
of the world, ideally suited for naval operations and in which 
the Navy maintains a robust presence. 

Elsewhere in the world, we face diverse challenges. We 
are a nation at war. We face a terrorist network that attacked 
our country before and threatens to do so again. Nuclear 
weapon possession and development continues to cause 
instability. Rising powers are building up their militaries in 
concert with their economic growth. Weak and failed states 
create havens for groups that seek to do harm, such as al-
Qaida in Afghanistan and Somali pirates. 

The Navy is ideally suited for this kind of world because 
the Navy is fast, flexible and, by its very nature, ready and 
operating forward. Our ships, submarines and aircraft can go 
anywhere on the sea on short notice without obtaining 
permission from another nation, and they can do all of their 
work from the sea. 

From the sea, Navy ships and submarines can destroy 
targets located far inland. Our aircraft don't need airstrips on 
the ground. They can take off from aircraft carriers and 
smaller ships at sea. From the sea, Navy SEAL teams can 
carry out special operations worldwide. 

In a humanitarian crisis like the devastating earthquake 
and tsunami that struck northern Japan last year, or the 
earthquake that ravaged Haiti in 2010, the Navy can deliver 
relief supplies and provide medical care. On any given day, 
the Navy has the ability to attack a terrorist camp, capture a 
pirate vessel and deliver emergency relief throughout the 
world. 
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Our ready force requires us to be smart about how we 
power our ships, aircraft and submarines. That is why the 
Navy is a leader in pursuing our warfighting advantage 
through innovation in energy. By 2016, the Navy will sail the 
Great Green Fleet, a carrier strike group composed of nuclear-
powered ships, hybrid electric ships running on biofuel and 
aircraft flying on biofuel. We have tripled our solar energy 
use, and we are exploring wind, geothermal and hydrothermal 
power. These initiatives will give us a warfighting advantage. 
They may help avoid the next war altogether. 

In today's world, power must be ready, fast, flexible and 
operating forward. This requires warfighting Sailors who are 
highly trained, highly motivated and courageous — Sailors 
who are capable of meeting any challenge. It requires the best 
Sailors in the world, and we have them — the men and women 
of the United States Navy. 

Rear Admiral Richard P. "Rick" Snyder is the deputy 
director of joint strategic planning, Joint Staff, J5. 
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33. Out Of The Darkness 
Increase in military suicides means stepping up awareness, treatment 
(NEWPORT NEWS DAILY PRESS 02 OCT 12) ... Editorial 

No way out. 
To the uninitiated, it's hard to imagine a highly trained 

soldier, accustomed to handling crisis situations, could come 
to the conclusion that suicide is the only answer to the stresses 
of daily life. 

Yet across the nation, there has been such a spike in the 
suicide rate among active-duty military that the Pentagon has 
established a Defense Suicide Prevention Office. In July 
alone, the Army reported 26 confirmed or suspected suicides, 
a monthly record. 

Soldiers who have served in Afghanistan and Iraq over 
the past decade have often done several tours of duty. They 
have endured the heat, dust and desolation of the desert in a 
region where it can be impossible to tell allies from enemies. 
Some are battling drug or alcohol abuse, perhaps using them 
as a release valve from the pressure of intense work. Even 
after returning to U.S. soil, they may face financial pressures, 
family responsibilities, health problems, and all sorts of 
adjustment challenges. 

Here at Fort Eustis, the Army reports two confirmed 
suicides this year, and six other deaths are under investigation 
as possible suicides. In 2008, the Eustis behavioral health 
clinic logged about 3,500 patient visits; in 2009, there were 
9,000 visits and in 2011 there were 12,000. 

As with other Army installations around the country, the 
base is devoting more resources to mental health treatment. 
Eustis is expanding its clinical staff of psychologists, social 
workers and other professionals by about one-third to meet the 
demand from increased visits. 

Sometimes a patient will report to a medical clinic for 
symptoms when there are also psychological factors involved. 

To make it easier to get help, Eustis has stationed social 
workers in its medical clinic and placing teams of mental 
health caregivers directly into units — an important effort 
because of the hesitancy for many personnel to reach out for 
assistance. 

By increasing awareness of the symptoms that lead to 
suicidal thoughts, the Army takes some of the perceived 
stigma out of mental health treatment. 

The most dramatic of the Army's efforts is the "stand-
down," a program that brings personnel together to focus on 
both the triggers and the steps that can be taken to prevent 
themselves and their fellow soldiers from slipping into 
suicidal depression. Hearing distinguished speakers like Chief 
Warrant Officer 4 Clifford R. Bauman tell of his suicide 
attempt and subsequent recovery may be the best therapy of 
all. Bauman, who was at the Pentagon in the aftermath of the 
9/11 terrorist attacks, told Eustis attendees last week that the 
feeling of losing control "doesn't make me less of a soldier." 

Depression and despair can cause a loss of perspective, 
clouding the path toward helpful solutions. A suicidal person 
turns inward, isolates and draws away from support. Sharing 
personal stories and participating small-group sessions like 
those at Eustis can remove those clouds of gloom long enough 
for someone to see that he or she is not alone. 

Our military personnel sacrifice more than just their time 
in defending and protecting our nation. In return, we should 
make sure they receive the support they need to cope with the 
pressures of duty. Fortunately, our military is taking the 
problem of suicide seriously. For every soldier who finds a 
way out of the darkness, these efforts will have been 
worthwhile. 
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34. Know Your Political Limits 
(NAVY TIMES 08 OCT 12) ... Editorial 

“I know you don’t care about service members; you only 
want to start more wars and balloon the debt. You don’t know 
a damn thing about economics … You’re just a hateful and 
narrow-minded bigot. You are not presidential material.” 

A young man dressed in blue crackerjacks lobbed this 
message at presidential candidate Mitt Romney via blog post, 
his face partially obscured by the dry erase board that held the 
angry words. 

The message, signed only “Petty Officer Millen,” 
appeared on “The Nonsensical Nuke” blog — apparently run 
by “PO3 Millen” — and soon raced across the Web, garnering 

61,000 shares and counting, being copied onto other websites 
and drawing the ire of conservative critics. 

His relative anonymity didn’t last long. The Navy opened 
an investigation and identified 19-year-old Electrician’s Mate 
3rd Class Christopher Millen, a sailor with Naval Nuclear 
Power Training Command in Charleston, S.C., as the 
suspected author of the anti-Romney screed. 

Millen could face nonjudicial punishment — or worse — 
for running afoul of Defense Department rules for political 
activities, said Michael Aniton, a military law attorney and 
former judge advocate in the Marine Corps. 
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Here’s the thing: A sailor, as an individual citizen, can 
express political positions in a letter to the editor to Navy 
Times, include full name and rank, and face no repercussions. 
He can even make a statement on a blog, YouTube posting or 
some other online forum — just not in uniform. 

Because this sailor is in uniform, Aniton said, it gives the 
impression he is “speaking as a representative of the armed 
forces.” In other words, military members have to maintain a 
firewall between their service and their private lives. 

While it’s good “Petty Officer Millen” cares about the 
presidential election and states the reasons he is passionate 
about the outcome and the prospect of a new commander in 
chief, it’s vital to know the rules before spouting off. 

Leadership must redouble efforts to educate sailors about 
the do’s and don’ts of political speech, especially as the 
election gets closer and emotions run higher. 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Navy Optimistic LCS Is On Track 
(DEFENSE DAILY 03 AUG 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

The Navy is confident that the Littoral Combat Ship (LCS) program is on track as it moves towards overcoming the problems on 
the first ships of the class, Rear Adm. Thomas Rowden, the service's director of surface warfare, said this week. 

 
2. 5@5 – Littoral Combat Ship Part I 
(NAVY LIVE BLOG 02 AUG 12) 

In response to your 5@5, the Director, Surface Warfare Rear Adm. Thomas Rowden is answering your questions about the littoral 
combat ship. Questions were gathered and selected in an attempt to focus the conversation on the capabilities of the LCS program. 

 
3. KHON 2 News RIMPAC Interview With Vice Admiral Gerald R. Beaman 
(KHON2 (HI) FOX 02 AUG 12) 

Vice Admiral Gerald R. Beaman is interviewed on KHON 2 TV (Hawaii). 
 

4. Rear Admiral Mark Buzby / Atlantic City Parade And Airshow Are A Chance To Salute Military 
(PRESS OF ATLANTIC CITY (NJ) 02 AUG 12) 

On Aug. 15, I will join fellow service members as a grand marshal for the Second Annual Atlantic City Salutes America's Armed 
Forces Parade. Additionally, the Atlantic City Airshow, "Thunder over the Boardwalk," takes place Aug. 17 and will feature Navy 
aircraft, demonstrating our warfighting capability from the air. 

 
5. Navy Medicine Must Seek Efficiencies, Service's Top Doc Says 
(KITSAP (WA) SUN 02 AUG 12) ... Ed Friedrich 

BREMERTON — Navy Medicine is everywhere. Under the sea. On the sea. Above the sea. On the battlefield. At natural 
disasters. In hospitals. Their boss wherever they are, Vice Adm. Matthew Nathan, was at Naval Hospital Bremerton Thursday. 

 
6. Navy Ships Invade In Time For Air, Water Show 
(JOURNAL SENTINEL 02 AUG 12) ... Jackie Loohauis-Bennett 

It's a can't-miss summer entertainment combo: waves, sky, music, the national anthem and the roar of jet engines packing 35,000 
pounds of thrust. 

 
7. W.Va.-Born Duo On Mission To Boost Awareness Of U.S. Navy  
(CHARLESTON (W VA)  GAZETTE 02 AUG 12) ... Rick Steelhammer 

CHARLESTON, W.Va. -- Oceans cover 70 percent of the Earth's surface, while 80 percent of the world's population lives on or 
near a coas 

tline and 90  percent of the world's commerce moves by ship.  
 

CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
8. Mideast Tension Puts Navy Ships To Sea Quicker  
Aircraft carriers will see longer deployments, compressed training at home 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 02 AUG 12) ... Jeanette Steele 

With tension ratcheting up over Syria and Iran, the ongoing demand for U.S. aircraft carriers — seen in last month’s 
announcement of an early Persian Gulf deployment for the flattop John C. Stennis and a San Diego cruiser — is increasing pressure 
on the Navy to put ships to sea quicker and for longer stretches. 
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9. Beach Assault Wraps Up RIMPAC Exercises 
International forces have some downtime now that the biennial event is almost done 
(HONOLULU STAR-ADVERTISER 02 AUG 12) ... William Cole 

Rim of the Pacific exercises went out with a bang. 
 

10. Records Reveal Enterprise Is On 25th Deployment 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 03 AUG 12) ... USS Enterprise Public Affairs  

USS ENTERPRISE, At Sea -- Aug. 3, marks the 50th anniversary of the first deployment of USS Enterprise (CVN 65), and 
historians recently discovered the actual number of deployments is higher than commonly reported. 

 
11. Pacific Fleet Chaplain Visits George Washington 
 (NAVY NEWS SERVICE 02 AUG 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class William Pittman, USS George Washington Public 
Affairs 

YOKOSUKA, Japan -- The fleet chaplain for U.S. Pacific Fleet Command (USPACFLT), visited the U.S. Navy's forward-
deployed aircraft carrier USS George Washington (CVN 73), Aug. 2.  

 
12. Blue Ridge Achieves Top 3M Score On Waterfront 
(DVIDS 03 AUG 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist Seaman Samuel Weldin, USS Blue Ridge 

YOKOSUKA, Japan – U.S. 7th Fleet flagship USS Blue Ridge (LCC 19) wrapped up a week-long Maintenance and Material 
Management (3M) assessment Aug. 3 with an overall score of 92.53 percent. 

 
13. Emory S. Land, Buffalo Visit Thai Schoolchildren 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 02 AUG 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Elizabeth Fray, USS Emory S. Land Public Affairs 

PATTAYA, Thailand -- Sailors from submarine tender USS Emory S. Land (AS 39) and Los Angeles-class fast attack submarine 
USS Buffalo (SSN 715) taught conversational English skills and played games with students at the Mechai Pattana School during a 
community service project in Pattaya, Thailand Aug. 1. 

 
14. Coastal Riverine Force Establishes Squadron  
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 02 AUG 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Steven C. Hoskins, Navy Expeditionary Combat 
Command Public Affairs  

VIRGINIA BEACH, Va-- Coastal Riverine Squadron (CORIVRON) 4 was established Aug. 1, during a ceremony aboard Joint 
Expeditionary Base (JEB) Little Creek-Fort Story.  

 

GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
15. America's Uneasy Gulf Allies Adding To Arsenals 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 03 AUG 12) ... Brian Murphy 

DUBAI, United Arab Emirates -- While Iran's military loudly trumpets every new project or purported advance in hopes of 
rattling the U.S. and its Gulf Arab allies, the U.S. is quietly answering with an array of proposed arms sales across the region as part of 
a wider effort to counter Tehran. 

 
16. U.S. Strategy 'Not About China' 
(CHINA DAILY 03 AUG 12) ... Chen Weihua and Zhao Shengnan 

Fresh from a visit with allies in Asia, a top Pentagon official on Wednesday dismissed concerns that the U.S.’ strategic rebalance 
of the Asia-Pacific region is intended to counter a rising China. 

 
17. Navy Admits To Blunder In Military Drill Off Eastern Taiwan 
(FOCUS TAIWAN 03 AUG 12) ... Elaine Hou 

TAIPEI -- Taiwan's Navy has admitted that there was a problem with its execution of a recent military exercise off the coast of 
eastern Taiwan and said it has taken steps to penalize those responsible for the blunder. 

 
18. Osprey Issue On Agenda At Japan, U.S. Defense Chiefs' Meeting 
(KYODO NEWS 03 AUG 12) 

TOKYO -- Japanese Defense Minister Satoshi Morimoto and his U.S. counterpart Leon Panetta will meet on Friday in 
Washington, with a U.S. plan to deploy the MV-22 Osprey military aircraft high on their agenda. 

 
19. Japan, U.S. Eye Stationing SDF Officers In Key U.S. Military Offices 
(KYODO 02 AUG 12) 

WASHINGTON -- Japan and the United States are making arrangements to station Japanese Self-Defense Forces officers at key 
U.S. military organizations near Washington, in what would be the first such case, U.S. government sources said Thursday. 
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20. Navy's 2 New Minehunters Arrive At Kaohsiung 
(CHINA POST 03 AUG 12) ... Joseph Yeh 

Two refurbished Osprey-class mine clearance ships that Taiwan previously acquired from the United States were delivered to the 
nation and arrived at a southern harbor yesterday, the Navy announced yesterday. The two minehunters, the USS Oriole and USS 
Falcon, decommissioned by the U.S. Navy in 2007, have arrived at Kaohsiung Harbor via sea yesterday, the Navy said in a released 
statement. 

 
21. No Free Access For Aussie Navy: Indonesia 
Indonesia has rejected reports it is set to sign a deal allowing the Australian navy to enter its waters without 
first being granted permission.  
(AUSTRALIAN ASSOCIATED PRESS 02 AUG 12) 

Australian Defence Minister Stephen Smith and Home Affairs Minister Jason Clare are expected to visit Jakarta next month for 
discussions on maritime co-operation and other issues. 

 
22. ‘MMEA Takes All Pirate Attacks Seriously’ 
(BORNEO POST 03 AUG 12) ... Lee Ya Yun 

KUCHING -- Malaysian Maritime Enforcement Agency (MMEA) will not take any pirate attack lightly even though only two 
cases were recorded thus far this year in Sarawak. 

 
23. Panetta, Jordan's King Agree Assad Must Step Down 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 02 AUG 12) ... Robert Burns, Associated Press 

AMMAN, Jordan -- A spokesman for U.S. Defense Secretary Leon Panetta says the Pentagon chief and Jordan's King Abdullah 
agree that Syrian leader Bashar Assad must give up power. 

 
24. Somalia 'Mulls' Pirate Amnesty 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 03 AUG 12) 

LONDON — Somalia's pirates could be granted an amnesty if they release hostages and return captured vessels to their owners, 
transitional president Sheikh Sharif Sheikh Ahmed told the London Times. 

 
25. Destroyer Returns Home After First Deployment 
(DEFENCE MANAGEMENT 02 AUG 12) 

First-in-class Type 45 destroyer HMS Daring has returned to the UK following the completion of a six-month deployment in the 
Middle East. 

 
26. New Generation Of Unmanned Sea Drones 'Could Launch Attacks On Other Vessels' 
Defence planners are seeking to develop a new generation of unmanned sea drones with the capability of 
attacking submarines and launching missile attacks on enemy vessels, it was reported last night. 
(THE TELEGRAPH (UK) 03 AUG 12) 

The Royal Navy is already using unmanned underwater vehicles (UUVs) to help stop Iran laying mines in shipping lanes and also 
being considered for deployment for the pirate-infested waters off Somalia.  

 
27. No U.S. Military Bases Here, Says Smith, But Washington Confirms Plan As Part Of Asia-Pacific 
Pivot 
(THE AUSTRALIAN 03 AUG 12) ... Brendan Nicholson 

Despite strong denials from Defence Minister Stephen Smith, a senior American official has confirmed that the U.S. wants to 
establish a powerful military taskforce in Australia. 

 

PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
28. Navy Surgeon General Marks Medical Service Corps Birthday 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 02 AUG 12) ... Joshua L. Wick, U.S. Navy Bureau of Medicine and Surgery Public Affairs  

FALLS CHURCH, Va. -- The Navy Surgeon General sent a message to the Medical Service Corps this week commemorating the 
corps' 65th birthday which will be celebrated Aug. 4. 

 
29. Hale, Woodson Detail Defense Health Reprogramming Request 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 02 AUG 12) ... Cheryl Pellerin 

WASHINGTON – The Defense Department’s June 29 request to Congress to move $708 million in excess funds from the 
military health budget to other budget areas does not shortchange military health programs, Pentagon officials said today. 
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30. Budget Cuts Could Hit Tricare Provider Payments 
(NAVY TIMES 02 AUG 12) ... Patricia Kime  

The automatic, across-the-board budget cuts known as sequestration would restrict Tricare’s ability to pay its health care 
providers, the Pentagon’s top budget official said Thursday. 

 
31. Federal Program Helps Sailors Serve Again 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 02 AUG 12) 

MILLINGTON, Tenn. -- Sailors transitioning from the Navy who would like to pursue a career in teaching may be eligible for 
assistance and monetary compensation from a federal program called Troops to Teachers (TTT), officials said Aug. 2. 

 
32. Lawyer Sues Navy For Sailors Separated By ERB 
(NAVY TIMES 02 AUG 12) ... Mark D. Faram 

An Oklahoma attorney filed suit before the U.S. Federal Court of Claims Thursday on behalf of 105 sailors separated by last 
year’s Enlisted Retention Boards. 

 

FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
33. Austal Notes LCS Test Milestone 
(MOBILE (AL) PRESS REGISTER 02 AUG 12) ... Ellen Mitchell 

MOBILE, Ala. -- Austal USA said Thursday that it completed the combat systems light off test for LCS 4, Coronado.  
 

34. USS Lincoln Returning To Newport News For Tune-Up 
(DAILY PRESS (VA) 03 AUG 12) ... Michael Welles Shapiro 

PORTSMOUTH -- USS Abraham Lincoln, a 23-year-old aircraft carrier, is just about due for its midlife modernization and tune-
up. 

 
35. Cobra Hydrodynamic Bow Bulb Testing Completed At NSWCCD 
 (NAVY NEWS SERVICE O2 AUG 12) ... Nicholas Malay, Naval Surface Warfare Center Carderock Division Public Affairs 

BETHESDA, Md. -- Naval Surface Warfare Center (NSWC) Carderock Division researchers completed two weeks of 
hydrodynamics testing to optimize the size and shape of bow bulbs aboard DDG 51-class ships.  

 
36. Navy Testing Underwater Hull Detection System To Protect Ships In Contested Waters 
(DEFENSE SYSTEMS 02 AUG 12) 

With the constant possibility of U.S. naval action in the Straits of Hormuz in international waters off Iran, it’s appropriate that 
Bluefin Robotics announced that its Hull Unmanned Underwater Vehicle-3 (HAUV-3) has completed Government Acceptance 
Testing as the production system for the Explosive Ordnance Disposal HUAV Localization System program, according to a Bluefin 
press release.  

 
37. Navy Consolidates CBR Defense Projects To Achieve Savings 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 02 AUG 12) ... John Joyce, Naval Surface Warfare Center Dahlgren Division Public Affairs 

DAHLGREN, Va. -- Two of the Navy's surface warfare centers responsible for chemical, biological and radiological (CBR) 
warfare agent detection have partnered together in an effort to streamline processes and reduce total ownership costs, Naval Surface 
Warfare (NSWC) Dahlgren Division officials announced Aug. 2. 

 
38. Panel Recommends Warship Be Named For Stevens 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 02 AUG 12) ... Becky Bohrer 

JUNEAU – Nearly two years after the death of U.S. Sen. Ted Stevens, a Senate panel has recommended that a Navy warship be 
named in his honor. 

 
 

BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
39. Navy Rear Admiral And Staff Visit Pike's Cantonment 
(PRESS-REPUBLICAN (NY) 03 AUG 12) ... Jeff Meyers 

PLATTSBURGH, N.Y. — The U.S. Navy was in town Thursday to visit a historic military site used by American forces nearly 
200 years ago.  
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40. Feds Feed Families Surpasses Goal 
 (NAVY NEWS SERVICE 02 AUG 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Alexandra Snyder, Defense Media Activity 
Pentagon Bureau 

WASHINGTON -- With one month remaining in the 2012 Feds Feed Families drive, the Department of the Navy (DoN) has 
donated over 400,000 pounds of food and essential items, surpassing its original goal of 396,000 pounds. 

 
41. Office Of Naval Research Seeks Small Business Innovation 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 02 AUG 12) ... Sierra Jones, Office of Naval Research  

ARLINGTON, Va. -- To open new pathways to partnership, the Office of Naval Research (ONR) will join with entrepreneurs, 
start-ups and other emerging entities Aug. 6-8 at the 24th annual Navy Gold Coast Small Business Conference at the San Diego 
Convention Center. 

 
42. Navy Missile Facility To Be Built In Cape Canaveral 
(NEWS SERVICE OF FLORIDA 02 AUG 12) 

The state's Space Florida organization will kick in $5 million to rebuild a site at Cape Canaveral that will be used by the Navy to 
test submarine missile systems, a project that will bring up to 100 jobs to the area in the next three years.  

 
43. USS Edson To Receive Cannon Salute From Detroit's Historic Fort Wayne 
(M LIVE (MI) 02 AUG 12) ... MacKenzie Burger 

DETROIT, Mich. — Thomas Berlucchi doesn't want the crew towing the USS Edson to be alarmed when they hear the cannon 
fire as they cruise by Historic Fort Wayne on the Detroit River. 

 
44. Blue Angels Schedule For Seafair 
The Blue Angels are here for this weekend's Seafair celebrations, and that means intermittent closures of 
Interstate 90. 
(SEATTLE TIMES 02 AUG 12) ... Alan Berner 

It's Seafair Fleet Week in Seattle and the USS New Orleans, USS Halsey and USS Bunker Hill, along with one Coast Guard 
vessel and three Royal Canadian Navy ships, are in town. Some of the ships will be offering free tours to the public. 

 
45. Cleanup Underway At Navy Runway Workshops 
(ALAMEDA (CA) SUN 03 AUG 12) ... Richard Bangert 

The 4.18-acre cleanup Site 34 in the Naval Air Station's runway area next to the Oakland Estuary looks barren from a distance. 
But up close, concrete slabs and pavement remind us of its bygone days as a bustling workshop area. 

 
46. Navy Details Cleanup Plan For South Weymouth Hangar 
(PATRIOT LEDGER (MA) 03 AUG 12) 

WEYMOUTH, Mass. — The Navy is laying out a plan to clean up contamination at an empty hangar building at the former 
South Weymouth Naval Air Station. 

 
 

NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
47. Lawmakers Told Failure To Realign U.S. Pacific Forces Would Pose Strategic Risks 
(STARS AND STRIPES 02 AUG 12) ... Travis J. Tritten 

CAMP FOSTER, Okinawa — The United States faces serious strategic risks if it does not push ahead with plans to shift military 
forces in the Pacific, experts told House lawmakers Wednesday. 

 
48. President Announces Nomination For AF Under Secretary 
(AIR FORCE NEWS SERVICE 02 AUG 12) ... Secretary of the Air Force Public Affairs  

WASHINGTON -- President Barack Obama announced Aug. 1 that he intends to nominate Eric Fanning to be the next Under 
Secretary of the Air Force. 

 
49. DoD, State Implement Only Fraction Of Wartime Contracting Recommendations 
(FEDERAL NEWS RADIO 02 AUG 12) ... Jack Moore 

The Commission on Wartime Contracting in Iraq and Afghanistan disbanded nearly a year ago, after making more than 50 
recommendations to improve the management of contingency contracting.  
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50. VA Not Doing Enough To Verify Service-Disabled Veteran Owned Firms 
(FEDERAL NEWS RADIO 02 AUG 12) ... Taeja Smith  

The Government Accountability Office continues to find vulnerabilities that could lead to fraud and abuse in the Department of 
Veteran Affairs' service-disabled veteran-owned small business (SDVOSB) program.  

 
51. Submarine Fire Suspect Can Plead Guilty  
(THE DAY (CT) 03 AUG 12) ... Jennifer McDermott 

The shipyard worker accused of setting fire to the USS Miami can now waive indictment and plead guilty, or Assistant U.S. 
Attorney Darcie McElwee said she will present the case to a grand jury. 

 
52. Cybersecurity Bill Falls Short In Senate 
Legislation aimed to set standards to protect nation's infrastructure 
(WASHINGTON POST 03 AUG 12) ... Ed O'Keefe and Ellen Nakashima 

A bill that would establish security standards to prevent large-scale cyberattacks on the nation's critical infrastructure — including 
water supplies and the electrical grid — failed in the Senate on Thursday despite strong endorsements from top military and national 
security officials. 

 
53. Bill By Oklahoma Sen. Tom Coburn Increases Pressure For Pentagon Audit 
(OKLAHOMA CITY OKLAHOMAN 03 AUG 12) ... Chris Casteel 

WASHINGTON -- Stepping up pressure on the Pentagon to get its financial books in order, Sen. Tom Coburn introduced a bill 
Thursday that would stall the production of new weapons systems until the Defense Department can perform an audit. 

 
54. Congress Halts Posting Of Civilian, Military Officials' Assets 
(REUTERS 02 AUG 12) ... David Lawder 

WASHINGTON -- In a last-minute act before skipping out on a five-week vacation, the Congress on Thursday temporarily 
spared thousands of top military officers and civilian government officials from having their financial assets publicly posted -- and 
exposed to hackers and spies. 

 

OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
55. William Deligne: America's Navy Serves West Virginians  
A good-to-go force is crucial to keeping the U.S. secure 
(CHARLESTON (W VA) DAILY MAIL 02 AUG 12) 

America'S Navy is our nation's front line in war and in peace, operating on, above and below the sea. 
 

56. Our View 
It's Time To Cancel The Blank Check On Defense Spending 
 ... Apply flexibility to Pentagon cuts 

(USA TODAY 03 AUG 12) 
 

57. Opposing View 
Cuts Threaten Security, Economy 
 ... Vital interests are at stake 

(USA TODAY 03 AUG 12) Marion C. Blakey 
 

58. Israeli Rhetoric Not Seen Leading To Iran War -- Yet 
(REUTERS 02 AUG 12) ... Crispian Balmer 

JERUSALEM -- For all its recent tough talk, Israel looks highly unlikely to launch an attack against Iran ahead of U.S. 
presidential elections in November, hoping that Washington will ultimately do the heavy lifting. 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Navy Optimistic LCS Is On Track 
(DEFENSE DAILY 03 AUG 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

The Navy is confident that the Littoral Combat Ship 
(LCS) program is on track as it moves towards overcoming 
the problems on the first ships of the class, Rear Adm. Thomas 
Rowden, the service's director of surface warfare, said this 
week. 

The USS Coronado (LCS-4), the fourth ship of the class 
and second of the Independence variant, is on schedule for 
delivery and commissioning next spring, Rowden said. The 
USS Forth Worth (LCS-3) has been delivered to the fleet and 
will be commissioned next month. The LCS-2 is the second of 
the Freedom variant. 

"We are proceeding along the path of getting the ships 
introduced to the fleet," Rowden said. 

The USS Freedom (LCS-1) is currently undergoing a post 
shakedown availability and remains on schedule for a spring 

deployment to Singapore, Rowden said. The deployment will 
be the first long-term deployment of an LCS abroad. 

Freedom has had a long history of issues and has been at 
the center of controversy surrounding the LCS program. 
Cracking and corrosion on the ship were exposed last year. 
The Navy says it has resolved the cracking problems and there 
are no indications of similar problems on the Fort Worth . 

Lockheed Martin [LMT] is the prime contractor along 
with partner Marinette Marine for the Freedom version, while 
Austal USA is building the second, USS Independence (LCS-
2) variant. 

The Freedom is going to Singapore next spring to allow 
the Navy to further evaluate its operational effectiveness and 
manning as an initial part of plans to eventually station four of 
the ships in the Southeast Asian nation. The Navy also plans 
to base eight LCSs in Bahrain--home to the U.S. Fifth Fleet. 

Return to Index 
 
 

2. 5@5 – Littoral Combat Ship Part I 
(NAVY LIVE BLOG 02 AUG 12) 

In response to your 5@5, the Director, Surface Warfare 
Rear Adm. Thomas Rowden is answering your questions 
about the littoral combat ship. Questions were gathered and 
selected in an attempt to focus the conversation on the 
capabilities of the LCS program. 

LCS will establish and maintain dominance in near-shore 
environments (littorals), and is a critical part of the surface 
force’s ability to provide deterrence, sea control, and power 
projection around the world. Want to learn more? Read on. 

Question: What’s its use? Does it carry cruise 
missiles?  

Answer: LCS is a high-speed, shallow-draft, focused-
mission surface combatant designed for operation in near-
shore environments, yet fully capable of open-ocean 
operations.  LCS is designed to defeat threats in coastal 
waters, where increasingly capable submarines, mines, and 
swarming small craft operate.  To deliver capabilities against 
these threats, Navy introduced LCS with innovative concepts, 
such as modular mission packages, to quickly respond to 
evolving threats. 

In addition to the three focused warfare missions it will 
conduct using its surface warfare mission package, mine 
countermeasures mission package, or anti-submarine warfare 
mission package, LCS’s inherent capabilities and suitability to 
conduct lower-intensity missions, such as theater security 
cooperation, will free up our more expensive, multi-mission 
cruisers and destroyers to conduct higher-intensity missions. 

LCS and its mission packages will deliver enhanced 
capability compared with that currently provided by guided-
missile frigates (FFGs), mine countermeasures ships (MCMs), 
and patrol coastal ships (PCs) – many of which will 
decommission over the next several years.  LCS, similar to the 
FFGs, MCMs, and PCs, does not carry cruise missiles.  
However, Navy weapons, sensors, ships, and aircraft systems 
are continually reviewed and evaluated against current and 
future operations and threats to determine the best mix of total 

combat power that can be brought to the fight. LCS is no 
exception to this process. 

Question: Will you still build both types of ship, or are 
you planning on one single type for the LCS? 

Answer: The program of record for LCS is a total of 55 
ships. The Navy procured the first four—two of each 
variant—prior to awarding block buy contracts to both 
industry teams in December 2010, which provided each team 
the opportunity to build ten additional ships. LCS 5 through 
LCS 12 are currently under construction or in pre-production 
stages. Subject to annual congressional appropriations, LCS 
13 through LCS 24 will be funded over FY13 through FY15 at 
four ships per year (two to each team). These block buy 
contracts include the technical data package (TDP), so that 
Navy has the rights to both designs going forward. 

The Navy’s acquisition strategy for LCS in FY16 and 
beyond has yet to be determined, and will be guided by cost 
and performance of each of the industry teams with a focus on 
options for sustaining competition throughout the life of the 
program, and with consideration of the potential costs and 
benefits of all alternatives. Such alternatives include 
competing for cost and/or quantity, introduction of one or 
more second sources for a particular design, a future down 
selection, and competitive multiyear procurements, all of 
which would be viable as the LCS program progresses. 

Question: I understand that these class of ships uses 
modules. How many modules can these ships carry at one 
time? Fight close to shore, yes that's good and all. Can they 
support NSFS? Maybe small caliber guns they have. Can 
they support AAW? This is iffy because I don't see or 
heard any AAW capabilities aside from the close in 
weapons systems, I think that's the CRAM system. 
ASUW? Anti-ship missiles? None. ASW... maybe cause 
they can carry helos and bring in modules for ASW. Can 
they manage to defend themselves while they are in littoral 
waters? You have to remember, the closer they are from 
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the shore, the more vulnerable they are from different 
forms retaliation from the enemy. I know they can be a 
perfect platform for inserting troops due to their mobility. 
Conducting VBSS is another good capability for it. 
Manning. I know the Navy is downsizing, and from what 
I've heard the crew on these ships are minimal. The strain 
on the personnel onboard these ships can be enormous 
(just a thought). You can be on watch as a helmsman, then 
next thing you know you have to man your station for 
flight quarters. I know this great Navy of ours want to 
forge ahead and maintain superiority againsts our 
enemies. I just hope that our leaders made the right 
decision by acquiring these class of ships. 

Answer: LCS was designed to fill capability gaps in 
littoral mine countermeasures (MCM), littoral surface warfare 
(SUW), and littoral anti-submarine warfare (ASW).  As a 
focused-mission ship, LCS was designed to carry one mission 
package at a time.  (One mission package comprises several 
mission modules plus personnel and aircraft.)  While these are 
the ships’ primary missions, the ships’ characteristics and 
systems provide an inherent capability to fulfill other missions 
as well, including theater security cooperation, maritime 
interdiction operations, and anti-terrorism/force protection.  

The LCS mission packages deliver under an incremental 
plan, whereby packages of increasing capability are delivered 
as the component systems mature.           

The SUW mission package (MP) provides LCS the ability 
to perform escort missions and maritime interdiction 
operations.  The SUW MP provides increased firepower and 
offensive and defensive capabilities against large numbers of 
fast, highly maneuverable small craft, giving LCS the ability 
to protect sea lanes and move a force quickly through a choke 
point or other strategic waterway.  The initial increments, two 
of which have delivered to the Navy and are undergoing 
testing and evaluation, deliver the capability to counter small 
boat threats with two 30mm guns and an armed helicopter, as 
well as the capability to conduct Visit, Board, Search, and 
Seizure (VBSS) with two 11 meter Rigid Hull Inflatable Boats 
(RHIBs) and specialized equipment for use by the VBSS 
team.  Follow-on increments deliver a surface-to-surface 
missile capability (initially short-range, subsequently over-the-
horizon), an Irregular Warfare (IW) Module that provides a 
medical and training capability, and integration of Vertical 
Takeoff and Landing Tactical Unmanned Aerial Vehicles 
(VTUAVs) to provide enhanced Intelligence, Surveillance, 
and Reconnaissance (ISR) capabilities. 

The MCM MP provides LCS with a capability to counter 
deep, shallow, floating, tethered, bottom, and buried mines.  
The initial increment, two of which have delivered to the Navy 
and are undergoing test and evaluation, provide the capability 
to detect and identify mines in the water column and 
neutralize volume and bottom mines through use of systems 
deployed from off board manned and unmanned vehicles.  
Follow on increments add the capability to detect mines in the 
surf and beach zones, then the ability to sweep mines and 
neutralize near surface mines, and, ultimately, the ability to 
find buried mines and mines in a cluttered environment.  

The ASW MP, the first of which delivers in 2016, enables 
LCS to conduct detect-to-engage operations against modern 
submarine threats.  An ASW MP-equipped LCS, with its 
sonar, towed arrays, and countermeasure systems, can perform 

area search, high value unit escort missions and, in 
conjunction with the embarked helicopter, submarine 
localization and engagement. 

LCS was not designed to conduct naval surface fires 
support (NSFS) or anti-air warfare (AAW), as other Fleet 
assets focus on these mission areas.  LCS does, however, have 
a robust self-defense capability.  LCS, with its 3-D air search 
radar and highly effective Rolling Airframe Missile, is at least 
as capable against the cruise missile threat as the CIWS-
equipped FFG 7 and significantly more capable than the 
Avenger class MCM and cyclone class PC, which have no 
anti-cruise missile self-defense capability.  A tenet of the 
operational construct, in a high threat environment, LCS 
would operate as part of a networked battle force. 

As previously mentioned, efforts are now focused on 
transitioning from testing these initial R&D ships to 
operationally employing the ships and ensuring Navy is 
prepared to man, train, and equip this entirely new class in the 
most efficient and effective manner.  This includes an in-depth 
review of the crew size and billet base to determine if and 
where we need to make any adjustments. 

Bottom line, LCS is the most versatile combatant ever 
developed and will remain relevant throughout its service life.  
The modular MP concept allows a tailored capability to 
accomplish specific missions without the added cost and 
complexity associated with traditional multi-mission ships, 
provides the ability to modernize elements of the combat 
capability to defeat new and emerging threats without taking 
the ship off line, and enables the ability to rapidly expand into 
other mission areas with the development of new mission 
packages based on identified warfighting gaps. 

Question: What kind of active defense are we looking 
at here? I am heartily for the idea of a littoral fleet in 
green-water and brown-water theaters of operations, but it 
appears that could entail many encounters that result in 
bullets, RPGs, and other short range, unguided projectiles 
of all sizes incoming on these vessels. If passive defense 
doesn't work, what do they have in the way of armor? 
Kevlar at key points? Titanium? Lots and lots of steel? I 
know that weight is a factor to keep the speed up, but I 
worry we're getting a bit to wedded to passive defense and 
that such an approach would be potentially disastrous in 
an asymmetrical warfare situation... Thanks, hope you 
address this. 

Answer: LCS uses a total ship approach to provide the 
optimum balance of survival capabilities consistent with its 
size, displacement, high performance design and operational 
environment.  This includes a mix of active and passive 
defenses, including but not limited to, the Rolling Airframe 
Missile (RAM) System, 57mm gun, Electronic Warfare 
systems, select fragmentation protection, and shock hardening. 

LCS, with its 3-D air-search radar and highly effective 
RAM system, is at least as capable against the anti-ship cruise 
missile (ASCM) threat as the CIWS-equipped FFG 7 and 
significantly more capable than the Avenger class MCM and 
Cyclone Class PC, which have no inherent self-defense, anti-
cruise missile capability. LCS capability against ASCMs has 
been demonstrated with two live firings of RAM from LCS 
against cruise missile targets, as well as multiple tracking 
exercises and simulated ASCM engagements within the 
developmental test window. 
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Question: What is the expected service like of a 
FREEDOM or INDEPENDENCE class LCS, with the 
consideration that they will be heavily-worked 
platforms?Will you still build both types of ship, or are 
you planning on one single type for the LCS? 

Answer: LCS is designed to be a forward deployed, 
rotationally-crewed ship and its expected service life is 25 
years. 

Return to Index 
 

3. KHON 2 News RIMPAC Interview With Vice Admiral Gerald R. Beaman 
(KHON2 (HI) FOX 02 AUG 12) 

Vice Admiral Gerald R. Beaman is interviewed on 
KHON 2 TV (Hawaii). 

View clip (RT 3:58) 
 

Return to Index 
 

4. Rear Admiral Mark Buzby / Atlantic City Parade And Airshow Are A Chance To Salute Military 
(PRESS OF ATLANTIC CITY (NJ) 02 AUG 12) 

On Aug. 15, I will join fellow service members as a grand 
marshal for the Second Annual Atlantic City Salutes 
America's Armed Forces Parade. Additionally, the Atlantic 
City Airshow, "Thunder over the Boardwalk," takes place 
Aug. 17 and will feature Navy aircraft, demonstrating our 
warfighting capability from the air. 

I was born and raised in Atlantic City, and my family still 
resides in Linwood. Many other sailors and civil servants also 
hail from cities and small towns in South Jersey. They are 
highly trained, highly motivated, and courageous war fighters, 
capable of meeting any challenge. I am honored to represent 
those sailors, mariners and service members in this year's 
parade. 

Today, less than one-half of 1 percent of Americans serve 
in the military, and nationwide fewer than 10 percent are 
veterans. Military parades and air shows are time-honored 
traditions that also serve as a great opportunity for the 
American public to interact with the men and women who 
sacrifice so much to ensure the safety and economic security 
of our country. 

The events in Atlantic City Aug. 15 and Aug. 17 pay 
tribute to the men and women who serve around the world, 
defending your freedom and preserving your way of life. I 
encourage you to join me in this celebration and meet some of 
your fellow citizens who also happen to wear the uniform. I 
know that it's a privilege for me to return to my hometown in 
this capacity. 

The United States Navy operates from the world's oceans 
in nuclear-powered aircraft carriers, high-tech submarines, 
advanced aircraft, supply and cargo ships, and even hospital 
ships. We are America's "away team," agile, flexible and 
deployed around the world to ensure freedom of the seas, fight 
wars, provide humanitarian assistance and preserve the 
American way of life. 

The value of our Navy is in the numbers: 70 percent of 
the Earth's surface is covered by water; 80 percent of the 
world's population lives near water; and about 90 percent of 
all international trade travels by water (approximately $3.5 
trillion in commercial goods per year). There's no doubt our 
nation is a maritime nation, and we depend on our Navy to 
defend those interests every day. This ability to act from the 
sea is critical to national security. It gives our Navy the power 
to protect America's interests anywhere, anytime. 

In other words, what happens on the sea is important. It's 
important to world peace. It's important to our economy and to 
the preservation of prosperity. It's important to our national 
defense, and it's also important to the people of Atlantic 
County. A strong Navy is necessary to preserve the American 
way of life - your way of life. 

As the commander of the Military Sealift Command, I 
oversee a fleet of 180 logistics and fleet-support ships that are 
operating today sustaining not just the Navy, but all of our 
soldiers, sailors, airmen and Marines and Coast Guardsmen 
deployed around the globe. 

We deliver supplies and conduct special missions across 
the world's oceans. MSC ships move 90 percent of military 
cargo for the Department of Defense and perform a wide 
variety of special missions from diving and salvage to special-
warfare support to oceanographic survey. We are an agile and 
adaptable support force, and a large part of our mission is to 
keep your Navy operating forward at sea. 

Your Navy is the No. 1 navy in the world with the best 
sailors in the world. We are America's Navy, and we are your 
Navy. It's an honor to serve you. 

Thank you for hosting me and my fellow service 
members during Atlantic City's Salute to America's Armed 
Forces parade. 

Rear Adm. Mark Buzby is based at the Washington Navy 
Yard in Washington, D.C. 

Return to Index 
 

5. Navy Medicine Must Seek Efficiencies, Service's Top Doc Says 
(KITSAP (WA) SUN 02 AUG 12) ... Ed Friedrich 

BREMERTON — Navy Medicine is everywhere. Under 
the sea. On the sea. Above the sea. On the battlefield. At 
natural disasters. In hospitals. Their boss wherever they are, 
Vice Adm. Matthew Nathan, was at Naval Hospital Bremerton 
Thursday. 

The Navy surgeon general spoke with sailors during all-
hands calls, and made the rounds with hospital commander 
Capt. Christopher Culp and medical residents. 

"I think we're a strong component of the Navy motto 
"Global Force for Good," he said of the 64,000 doctors, 
nurses, corpsmen and staff who comprise Navy Medicine. "I'm 
proud of a Navy that invests in its ability to not only bring 
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tremendous combat abilities when needed but also delivers 
compassion and assistance." 

Like private medicine, Navy Medicine faces escalating 
costs. Congress and the Department of Defense might 
ultimately need to address who receives care and at what cost, 
but so far it's being combated through better practices. 

"Our main goal is to find more efficient and effective 
ways to maintain health, prevent illness and provide health 
care without reducing the number of people we care for," said 
Nathan, who's based with other services' surgeons general at 
Defense Health Headquarters in Falls Church, Va. "So far, all 
of our conversations have centered on finding more 
efficiencies in health care, not reducing the benefits." 

A Nathan priority is "jointness" — working with other 
services, VA hospitals and the private sector to share people 
and facilities, and eliminate redundancies. Naval Hospital 
Bremerton and Madigan Army Medical Center could explore 
partnerships, for example. 

Another priority is value — providing the right services at 
the right places to the right people. 

"Separate the nice to have from the essential to have while 
always maintaining our eye on the quality of that care," 
Nathan said. 

The surgeon general's other priority is readiness, the 
hallmark of the Navy and Marines, who are in the Navy 
Medicine system. Whether it's a doctor delivering a baby at 

Naval Hospital Bremerton, a corpsman bandaging a wounded 
Marine in Afghanistan, or a nurse caring for foreign 
earthquake victims, Navy Medicine has to be prepared, said 
Nathan, who earned his third star and was promoted to 
surgeon general on Nov. 18. 

The Navy does have some advantages over civilian 
medicine. As a primary care organization, it can concentrate 
more on preventive health, and most of its medical records are 
electronic. 

"It's no secret our country spends a tremendous amount on 
health care, but it's not at the top of the list when it comes to a 
healthy population," Nathan said. "We need to change 
behaviors to preserve wellness, which is much cheaper than 
trying to treat disease." 

Ten years of continuous war has taught the military a 
great deal about stress, such as that sailors and families of the 
aircraft carrier USS John C. Stennis could feel when they 
return to the Middle East in August. The Navy is much more 
aware and sensitive to it, and has improved but not eliminated 
the stigma of sailors seeking help. 

"I'm encouraged by the progress we've made, but I won't 
be satisfied until we achieve that through 100 percent of our 
fleet," Nathan said. 

Nathan will represent Navy Medicine at this weekend's 
Seafair festivities. 

Return to Index 
 

6. Navy Ships Invade In Time For Air, Water Show 
(JOURNAL SENTINEL 02 AUG 12) ... Jackie Loohauis-Bennett 

It's a can't-miss summer entertainment combo: waves, 
sky, music, the national anthem and the roar of jet engines 
packing 35,000 pounds of thrust. 

This month in Milwaukee, the sky is no longer the limit. 
Because the annual Milwaukee Air & Water Show is 
partnering with the U.S. Navy's commemoration of The War 
of 1812 Bicentennial to bring what organizers call one of the 
biggest flight, land and water shows ever seen here Aug. 6 
through Aug. 13. 

Milwaukee was one of 15 cities chosen to be part of the 
Navy remembrance of the United States/Britain conflict that's 
sometimes called "America's second war of independence." 
Public events will include tours of U.S. and foreign warships 
docked at our lakefront, along with Navy personnel meet-and-
greets, drills and a military band concert. 

So why is the Navy going all-out to commemorate the 
War of 1812 in Milwaukee? 

Rear Adm. Gregory Nosal, commander of Carrier Strike 
Group Two and the spokesman for naval events here, said this 
war "was significant because we weren't sure what would 
happen with our nation. Most of us learn very little about that 
war. We learn about the revolution and bypass 1812 to fast-
forward to the Civil War in our history studies. 

"But the War of 1812 was significant because it was the 
rebirth of our Navy. We met the challenge from the British 
Royal Navy, and we showed we were a nation to be reckoned 
with," Nosal said. 

The Milwaukee stop came about because of the city's 
"huge Great Lakes/Navy connection," and the fact "we haven't 
had warships in the area since 1999," Nosal said. 

During Navy Week, the public can see some of "the best 
ships in the world" and "they'll see the great technology and 
witness what your Navy is doing every day," Nosal said. 

Here's the rundown on key events in our upcoming surf 
and sky extravaganzas: 

Milwaukee Navy Week 
Aug. 6-13 
The age-old cry of "Fleet's in!" will be the appropriate 

shoutout across Milwaukee during this week, Nosal said. 
At least four ships will be in port and available for public 

tours. The frigate USS De Wert, the coastal patrol ship 
Hurricane, the cutter USCGC Neah Bay and the Canadian 
frigate HMCS Ville de Québec will be in Milwaukee from 
Aug. 8 to Aug. 13. 

The USS De Wert docks at the Port of Milwaukee Liquid 
Pier 5 and will be open for tours from noon to 7 p.m. Aug. 9, 
from noon to 3 p.m. Aug. 10, from noon to 7 p.m. Aug. 11 and 
from noon to 7 p.m. Aug. 12. 

The USS Hurricane will be open for tours from noon to 7 
p.m. at the Discovery World Pier from Aug. 9 through Aug. 
12. 

The HMCS Ville de Quebec and USCGC Neah Bay will 
be at Liquid Pier 5 from Aug. 9 through Aug. 12, with tour 
times not yet set. The Neah Bay will only be open for tours 
Aug. 9 as the crew schedule allows. 

The Bicentennial Commemoration here actually kicks off 
at 9 a.m. Monday with a flag-raising at the War Memorial 
Center, along with a short presentation about the significance 
of the U.S. national anthem, "The Star-Spangled Banner." 
Francis Scott Key was inspired to write its lyrics when he saw 
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"the rockets' red glare" during a War of 1812 battle, and the 
presentation will describe the anthem's history. 

Navy events continue Aug. 9-10 at Discovery World, 500 
N. Harbor Drive. Among the niftiest: A Navy diver will dive 
into the Discovery World aquarium while another diver 
outside the tank explains military diving equipment; check 
www.discoveryworld.org for times. 

"Robotics will also be demonstrated outside the tank. It's 
one more element that is making this year's Navy Week truly 
unique," said Rich Cieslak, Discovery World spokesman. 

The grand tradition of military bands gets a fresh take at 
7:30 p.m. Aug. 9 when the 40-member Navy Band Great 
Lakes Wind Ensemble performs a free show in the Discovery 
World outdoor amphitheater. The set list includes everything 
from Sousa marches to modern wind band selections. 

Twenty vintage boats from the Antique and Classic 
Wooden Boat Society will also be on free display Aug. 11-12 
at the Discovery World dock. 

The 12-man U.S. Coast Guard Silent Drill Naval performs 
for free on Aug. 9 at 11:45 a.m., and 3 and 7 p.m., and on 
Aug. 10 at 8:45 and 11:45 a.m. on the Discovery World 
grounds. 

The U.S. Coast Guard Historic Ship's Company costumed 
re-enactors will be at Discovery World giving visitors a look 
back in time to the early 19th century; hours are 10 a.m. to 7 
p.m. Aug. 10-11 and noon to 5 p.m. Aug. 12. 

Visit www.navyweek.org/milwaukee2012 for the most 
up-to-date information on ship tour schedules and other Navy 
Week events. 

The Milwaukee Air & Water Show 
Aug. 11 and Aug. 12 
Billed as "Milwaukee's Biggest Free Event," the 

Milwaukee Air & Water Show, which started in 2002, takes 
over Milwaukee's lakefront from Bradford Beach to Veterans 
Park. 

How many people will see the show? Count the number 
of craning necks in a five-mile radius catching the flyovers. 

This year, Air & Water Show organizers also are 
partnering with the "Field of Honor: A Salute to the Greatest 
Generation" taking the action off-site at Miller Park on Aug. 
11. 

At 3:30 p.m. at Miller Park, the "Field of Honor" 
commemoration opens with World War II re-enactors, live 
music, an air show pilot autograph booth, an art fair and a 
display of the official World War II Memorial model. The 
salute formally gets under way at 6:30 p.m. with a parachute 
jump into the stadium by the U.S. Navy Leap Frogs "Navy 
Seals," the 440th Airlift Wing C-130 Hercules and a special 
flyover from the Lima Lima Flight Demonstration team, one 

of the world's only civilian formation aerobatic teams. 
Fireworks close the show. 

The "Field of Honor" event will include the world 
premiere screening of the documentary "Honor Flight," about 
World War II veterans flying to visit the World War II 
memorial in Washington D.C. Organizers say they hope to set 
an official Guinness World Record for attendance at a movie 
premiere. 

"Field of Honor" tickets are $11 (plus service fees) and 
can be purchased at www.starsandstripeshonorflight.org or 
www.brewers.com/fieldofhonor, or by calling (414) 902-4000. 
Parking is $10; free admission for children younger than 2. 

The Air & Water Show's main event stretches along 
Milwaukee's lakeshore on N. Lincoln Memorial Drive. Herb 
Hunter, the "voice" of the air show, will be heard on 
loudspeakers from about Bradford Beach to McKinley Beach. 

The water show begins at 9 a.m. each day on the 
lakefront, with the air show to follow until about 4 p.m. (Early 
warning, Milwaukee: The air show practice date is scheduled 
for 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Aug. 10, so there will be thunder in our 
skies). 

On the waves, look for the JetSki Stunt Shows, U.S. Coast 
Guard HH-65C Rescue Helicopter and the Milwaukee Fire 
Department Fireboat. 

The Air & Water Show also has a list of headliners in the 
sky, starring the U.S. Air Force F-22 Raptor Aerial 
Demonstration Team. The Raptor team last appeared in the 
Milwaukee air show in 2010, and the F-22 remains the world's 
only operational fifth-generation fighter, according to Master 
Sgt. Ambrose Brewer, superintendent of the demo team. 

The aircraft "can shoot the enemy before the enemy sees 
it. It allows us to keep air supremacy to protect our shores with 
live missiles at such altitudes that it can't be seen," says 
Brewer. 

But, hoo-boy, will Milwaukee crowds be able to see The 
Raptor: The plane will fly as low as 300 feet during the show, 
says Brewer. The demo team will show off what Brewer 
describes as "the most maneuverable fighter aircraft in the 
world." 

How loud? Brewer says, "With 35,000 pounds of thrust 
for each engine, it's going to be very loud." 

Other sky headliners will include the Black Diamonds 
Civilian Jet Demo Team, The Leap Frogs, the Marine MV-22 
Osprey Tilt Rotor, the Northrop T-38 Talon twin-engine 
supersonic jet trainer, the U.S. Navy F/A-18 Hornet and the 
U.S. Air Force T-38 Talon Four Ship Formation. 

Although the air show is free to the public, visitors can 
buy reserved-seat tickets. For details on various ticket 
packages, visit www.milwaukeeairshow.com 
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7. W.Va.-Born Duo On Mission To Boost Awareness Of U.S. Navy  
(CHARLESTON (W VA)  GAZETTE 02 AUG 12) ... Rick Steelhammer 

CHARLESTON, W.Va. -- Oceans cover 70 percent of the 
Earth's surface, while 80 percent of the world's population 
lives on or near a coastline and 90  percent of the world's 
commerce moves by ship.  

Scattered throughout the world are strategic chokepoints, 
such as the Strait of Hormuz at the entrance to the Persian 
Gulf, or the Strait of Gibraltar at the entrance to the 
Mediterranean Sea, that need to be protected and kept open. 

"That helps explain why our country needs such a strong 
Navy," said William Deligne, the Ansted native and WVU 
alumnus who directs the U.S. Navy's aircraft carrier 
development program. "The Navy is a forward-deployed force 
with ships, weapons systems and sailors that need to be ready 
to go at a moment's notice." 

Deligne, a civilian Navy employee, and Electrician's Mate 
2nd Class Ronald Anthony, who grew up in Ravenswood and 
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now operates the nuclear plant aboard the ballistic missile 
submarine USS West Virginia, are in the state this week to 
raise awareness about the Navy's national security role. They 
are part of a new Navy 50/50 program, in which 50 Navy 
leaders will visit 50 U.S. cities this year to meet with 
community leaders, business operators, educators, veterans 
and members of the news media. 

"The idea is to focus on cities that don't have a large Navy 
presence," said Deligne, who, along with Anthony, is showing 
the Navy's flag during 15 stops in a three-day swing through 
Huntington and Charleston. 

Anthony, a 2002 graduate of Ravenswood High School, 
enlisted in the Navy after graduating from college in Indiana, 
in part to take advantage of program that pays down up to 
$75,000 of college debt. 

While the traditional Navy career path for college grads 
involves entering the service as an officer, Anthony chose to 
start out as an enlisted man, and enter an officer candidate 
program later. "I think you learn a lot more by being an 
enlisted man," he said. 

Anthony said the USS West Virginia, launched in 1989, is 
having a new nuclear core installed in its propulsion plant and 
will return to sea duty soon. 

"The new core should last for another 20 years," he said. 
The submarine's two 150-person crews include five other 

West Virginians, he said. "We try to do things to keep in 
contact with the state and help portray a good image, like 
working on Habitat for Humanity projects here, and taking 
part in the Wilderness Challenge," a military competition 
involving biking, running, rafting and kayaking in the New 
River Gorge.  

While the nation's submarine fleet has ebbed somewhat 
since the breakup of the Soviet Union, the Navy is in the 
process of producing two new-generation Virginia Class fast-
attack submarines annually, Anthony said. 

Deligne is in charge of developing the new Gerald R. 
Ford Class of aircraft carriers, the first of which is due for 
launch next summer, and should join the fleet in 2015. 

"We've kept the same basic size and hull form, mainly 
because an infrastructure exists to handle it, but everything 
inside the ships will be completely new," he said. 

The Navy's last conventionally powered aircraft carrier, 
the USS Kitty Hawk, was decommissioned in 2009, while the 
first nuclear powered carrier, the USS Enterprise, is now on its 
final deployment. 

The new Ford Class carriers will have smaller crews -- 
4,400 sailors, compared to the 5,700-person crews operating 
the current Nimitz Class carriers, and they will be designed to 
better accommodate mixed-gender crews. 

"For the sailors, the quality of life will be better, with 
improvements in everything from food service to laundry," 
Deligne said. The next-generation carrier's aircraft will include 
stealthy F-35 Lightning II multi-role fighters, and eventually, 
unmanned strike aircraft. 

Current plans call for the Navy to continue to operate an 
11-carrier fleet. In all, the Navy now operates 286 ships, and 
has an active-duty force of 326,000 sailors, augmented by 
100,00 reservists. 

While the Navy's submarine and carrier fleets are all-
nuclear, the service has developed a hybrid electric drive 
system that powers the USS Macon Island, an amphibious 
assault ship. "It's the Prius of the Navy," Deligne said. "We're 
also working on using biofuels to power jet aircraft and ships." 

While responding to national security threats is the Navy's 
primary role, the service also is equipped to provide disaster 
assistance and humanitarian relief, Deligne said.  

"A carrier can generate 400,000 gallons of water a day 
and provide 60 hospital beds," he said, as well as serve as a 
staging site for airlifting supplies and personnel to areas 
damaged by earthquakes or tsunamis. 

Deligne said two companies in the Huntington area are 
important Navy suppliers. Level One Fasteners produces 
precision-made nuts, bolts and other hardware. Special Metals 
produces alloy metals designed to withstand extreme heat, 
mainly for use in jet engine parts. 

He said one South Charleston manufacturer doing 
business with the Navy is TW Metals, which produces metal 
parts used in the shipbuilding, aircraft and nuclear industries. 
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CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
8. Mideast Tension Puts Navy Ships To Sea Quicker  
Aircraft carriers will see longer deployments, compressed training at home 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 02 AUG 12) ... Jeanette Steele 

With tension ratcheting up over Syria and Iran, the 
ongoing demand for U.S. aircraft carriers — seen in last 
month’s announcement of an early Persian Gulf deployment 
for the flattop John C. Stennis and a San Diego cruiser — is 
increasing pressure on the Navy to put ships to sea quicker and 
for longer stretches. 

Iran said this week that tightening economic sanctions, 
including another bill passed Wednesday by the U.S. 
Congress, amount to “warfare.” At the same time, U.S. 
Defense Secretary Leon Panetta is in Israel calling for time for 
sanctions to work, while underscoring that the United States 
will consider military options if Iran doesn’t halt its nuclear 
program. 

Meanwhile, Syrian leader Bashar Assad is widely 
expected to lose his grip on his civil war-torn country in 
coming months. If that happens, the United States will likely 
want to have a strong naval presence in the region. 

The tension in the Arabian Sea has not lessened since 
March, when the Navy said it would effectively double the 
number of minesweeper ships in that region by moving four 
from San Diego. These wood-hulled minesweepers are 
intended to safeguard sea lanes in the Strait of Hormuz should 
Iran choose to mine the 24-mile-wide strategic oil corridor. 

But aircraft carriers — what the Navy sometimes calls 
97,000 tons of diplomacy — are arguably taking center stage. 
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Instead of a return to six-month deployments, as once 
hoped, aircraft carrier groups will now commonly be away for 
at least eight months, Navy brass said in recent weeks. In San 
Diego, the head of the Navy’s Third Fleet said the strong call 
for flattops, plus longer maintenance times, have led him to 
experiment with shortening the training window by half. 

Vice Adm. Gerald Beaman said his forces will soon do 
one long at-sea training segment, instead of two or three 
shorter ones. The number of flight hours and steaming days 
won’t change. But instead of spanning four months, carrier sea 
training can be done in roughly two. 

“The global force demand on our forces, and the 
compressed time between deployments that loomed on the 
horizon, dictated that we at Third Fleet take a hard look at how 
we were doing things,” Beaman said in an interview. 

“And as my window began to compress, I didn’t have the 
luxury of spacing events out.” 

As 11 years of war draw to a close, and the Defense 
Department cuts troop levels, the Navy had predicted a calmer 
pace. 

The Navy has tried to keep two carriers in the Central 
Command area, roughly the Arabian Sea, for the past two 
years. 

But with the upcoming retirement of the Enterprise later 
this year or early 2013, the Navy will go down to 10 flattops, 
with two rotating into lengthy stretches in the maintenance 
yard. 

In March, Chief of Naval Operations Jonathan Greenert 
told reporters that the sea service can keep up the two-carrier 
presence through this year and into the next. “There’s a price 
for that,” he said then, in published accounts. “What is the 
impact on other deployments, on maintenance, on the training, 
if you want to sustain that? That’s the debate that we’ll 
continue to have.” 

For San Diego-based strike groups, the training squeeze 
will mean fewer pre-deployment trips away from home. But 

they will trade that for one longer period off the Southern 
California coast. 

Training time away from home before a deployment is a 
long-standing, though unpopular, staple of Navy life. Beaman 
he doesn’t know how sailors will react to this change. 

“That’s one of the things we are excited to determine,” 
the Third Fleet leader said. 

The Navy may also save money through what Beaman 
has dubbed his “clean slate initiative,” which he started 
developing early this year. He and his staff began looking at 
how they might reset the training schedule in response to the 
anticipated time squeeze. 

There’s a potential cost savings on logistics and fuel 
thanks to one trip to the training area instead of two or three. 
But Beaman doesn’t want to put a figure on it, yet.  

He called the new training regimen a “test bed” that may 
not last forever, depending on the results. 

The first carrier group likely to prepare under the 
compressed schedule is the Washington state-based Nimitz. 

On July 16, the Pentagon announced that the Washington 
state-based Stennis will leave four months early for a 
scheduled deployment, now redirected from the Pacific to the 
Middle East. The move affects San Diego, as well, because 
carrier’s strike group includes the San Diego cruiser Mobile 
Bay and two helicopter squadrons from North Island Naval 
Air Station. 

Defense officials denied it was in response to any 
individual threat, specifically Iran. But it’s hard to ignore July 
15 saber rattling by Iranian parliament leaders about closing 
the strait unless sanctions end. 

Iran claims that its nuclear program exists solely to 
provide electricity and material for medical uses. Other 
nations, especially its near neighbor Israel, say that Iran is 
pursuing nuclear weapons.  
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9. Beach Assault Wraps Up RIMPAC Exercises 
International forces have some downtime now that the biennial event is almost done 
(HONOLULU STAR-ADVERTISER 02 AUG 12) ... William Cole 

Rim of the Pacific exercises went out with a bang. 
Ten amphibious assault vehicles launched from the USS 

Essex churned through the surf Wednesday and came ashore 
at Pyramid Rock Beach at Marine Corps Base Hawaii at 
Kaneohe Bay. 

Hawaii-based Marines and soldiers from Tonga, Malaysia 
and Indonesia poured out of noisy CH-53E Super Stallion 
helicopters and assaulted a mock village, firing blanks. 

And Australian soldiers advanced on pop-up targets at the 
Ulupau Crater range on the base, firing live rounds as 60 mm 
mortars looped overhead and exploded down range. 

The final tactical phase of RIMPAC ended Wednesday. 
Most of the 40 participating ships will return to Pearl Harbor, 
and the visiting forces will have a few days to unwind — and 
spend a bit more money as tourists in Waikiki. 

All that’s left of RIMPAC 2012 are final meetings and 
after-action reviews. 

A total of 25,000 personnel, 40 surface ships, six 
submarines and more than 200 aircraft from 22 nations 

participated in or observed this year’s RIMPAC, the world’s 
largest international maritime exercise. 

Col. Nathan Nastase, who commands the 3rd Marine 
Regiment at Kaneohe Bay, but also headed up the 2,200-troop 
multinational contingent that was part of a Special Purpose 
Marine AirGround Task Force during RIMPAC, summed up 
the need for the big interoperability exercise. 

“It’s obvious the Pacific is a huge area with a lot of 
nations, so there’s just no way we could do really anything 
without probably marrying up with partner nations — so this 
is the way that we figure out how to work together,” he said. 

Wednesday’s beach and helicopter assault was the 
culmination of the biggest ground portion of RIMPAC. Eight 
nations — Canada, South Korea, Malaysia, Indonesia, New 
Zealand, Australia, Tonga and Mexico — participated 
alongside Hawaii Marines in the amphibious exercises. Japan 
was an observer. 

The task force’s final scenario included coalition troops 
coming ashore to aid island country “Green” with stability 
operations after it experienced conflict with another island 
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nation called “Orange,” and the United Nations asked for 
multinational help, officials said. 

On Saturday, Marine task force troops, heading in from 
the amphibious assault ship Essex, conducted a noncombatant 
evacuation of U.S. and other coalition civilians from country 
Green at Marine Corps Training Area Bellows, Nastase said. 

On Tuesday, a helicopter assault into the northern part of 
country Green resulted in the destruction of an improvised 
explosive device factory, he said. 

Nastase said the other nations want to learn from the 
Corps’ ability to arrive from the sea with air and ground 
forces. 

“This demonstrates exactly what is the strength of the 
Marine Corps — our ability to be expeditionary (and) to come 
from the sea, meaning we don’t need to have a relationship 
(with a country) or an established port,” he said. “We can 
project forces ashore that can conduct, frankly, any mission.” 

Lt. Tom Moore, 27, a platoon leader whose 33 soldiers 
are part of the 1st Battalion, Royal Australian Regiment, said 

“it’s different” working alongside the troops of nine other 
nations. 

“You learn a lot about differences in culture and nations 
and different ways of doing things — in particular living in 
close quarters on a ship with them,” he said. “So we learned 
quite a bit about them, and it’s good to do that to understand 
the differences between our nations and also our armed 
forces.” 

Hawaii “is great,” he said, adding, “We haven’t been able 
to see as much as we’d like because we’ve been training.” 

The Australians had a few days of free time at the 
beginning of RIMPAC, and they’ll have a few days at the end. 

“We’ve just been doing as much touristy sort of stuff as 
we can — buying a lot of equipment from the military stores, 
which we don’t have in Australia, and just hanging out and 
nightlife stuff. Enjoy your food, enjoy your drink,” Moore 
said. 
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10. Records Reveal Enterprise Is On 25th Deployment 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 03 AUG 12) ... USS Enterprise Public Affairs  

USS ENTERPRISE, At Sea -- Aug. 3, marks the 50th 
anniversary of the first deployment of USS Enterprise (CVN 
65), and historians recently discovered the actual number of 
deployments is higher than commonly reported. 

Now as the Big E continues her final deployment, scores 
of Sailors and historians are reviewing and double checking all 
aspects of the carrier's storied career.  

The number of arrested landings, historic milestones, 
major evolutions, and, yes, even number of deployments are 
being checked and double checked for accuracy. As the Navy 
entered into the digital age, many of the historical documents 
associated with the carrier were made available online.  

Cases in point are the command history reports, which 
outline the milestones and accomplishments that occur over 
each calendar year. Research into these and other documents 
have led researchers to a startling new discovery. 

Tracing the number of deployments that Enterprise has 
completed would seem like a relatively easy task - simply tally 
up the number from the command history reports. 
Unfortunately, a few format changes over the years made for a 
task a bit more challenging than expected. 

According to retired Navy captain Todd Creekman, 
executive director of the Naval Historical Foundation in 
Washington D.C., researchers at the foundation have 
unearthed some surprising news.  

"In reviewing Enterprise's operational history, we made 
an interesting discovery" Creekman said. "All the current 
reports say that the ship is on her 22nd deployment. Actually, 
it is on the 25th deployment."  

Research from the Naval Historical and Heritage 
Command's (NHHC) online database and other reports reveal 
that the carrier has "been there, done that" more often than 
commonly thought. 

"We've run it by NHHC historian Mark Evans and it 
matches his data," Creekman said.  

As researchers worked to piece together what happened, it 
appeared that a focus on the ship's WestPac deployments led 
to the error.  

In a number of accounts, including command history 
reports, a particular deployment would be listed, for example, 
as "the tenth WestPac deployment," which would be accurate 
counting from the ship's first 1965-66 epic "first nuclear 
carrier in combat" deployment to the Vietnam War.  

The carrier completed its fourteenth and last sequential 
WestPac in 1990, before entering Newport News Shipyard in 
1990 for the ship's third refueling.  

Following the final refueling, Enterprise made Norfolk, 
Va., her homeport once again and only made deployments to 
the Mediterranean Sea, Indian Ocean and Arabian Gulf.  

"The problem began when later history reports used the 
same number sequence but dropped "WestPac" from the 
description," Evans explained. "The refueling reports failed to 
re-account for the three deployments Big E made to the 
Mediterranean Sea between 1962-1964."  

One example is the command history report from the 
ship's historic 2001 deployment, which reads: "On April 25, 
the Enterprise Navigation Department set Special Sea and 
Anchor Detail to begin a historic 17th deployment for 
operations in the Mediterranean Sea, Arabian Gulf and North 
Arabian Sea."  

This was, in fact, the ship's 20th deployment.  
As the 51-year-old carrier steams along today on its 25th 

and final deployment, researchers continue to verify and cross 
reference important facts and milestones to ensure accuracy.  

"It's already exciting to be a part of Enterprise's final 
deployment, but each day we are discovering more and more 
about the rich history of which we are a part," said Capt. 
William C. Hamilton, Enterprise's commanding officer. "We 
estimate over 200,000 Sailors and Marines have served aboard 
the Big E, and every one has helped in making her the legend 
we serve aboard today. We are a very, very proud crew." 

The eighth ship to bear the name Enterprise is scheduled 
to inactivate from service on December 1, 2012, in a 
Ceremony in Norfolk, Va., in preparation for her defueling 
and decommissioning in 2016. 
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11. Pacific Fleet Chaplain Visits George Washington 
 (NAVY NEWS SERVICE 02 AUG 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class William Pittman, USS George Washington Public 
Affairs 

YOKOSUKA, Japan -- The fleet chaplain for U.S. Pacific 
Fleet Command (USPACFLT), visited the U.S. Navy's 
forward-deployed aircraft carrier USS George Washington 
(CVN 73), Aug. 2.  

Capt. Brent Scott held a candid and open discussion with 
George Washington Sailors about the arduous challenges of 
forward-deployed life. 

"What we wanted is an open and honest dialogue," said 
Scott. "The forward-deployed Navy has different expectations 
than the rest of the fleet, and we want to know what can the 
Pacific Fleet do better for the forward-deployed Sailor. We are 
focusing more on the people than the issue because the Sailor 
is the solution." 

Fifteen Sailors volunteered to participate in the discussion 
and talked about various issues and concerns, including 
staying in the Navy, alcohol abuse, sexual assualt and suicide. 

"I was pleased with the visit because our Sailors were 
mature, cogent and thoughtful, and they gave great responses," 
said Cmdr. Dan Mode, George Washington's command 
chaplain. "This visit was all about talking to the Sailors and 
getting feedback about the issues on their minds and I think 
we got a great result." 

Scott's visit to George Washington marked one of the first 
stops of a tour that will take him across the U.S. 7th Fleet area 
of responsibility, where he will conduct similar discussions 
with Sailors across the Pacific area of operations. 

"The Navy invests in posters, commercials and training 
regarding some of these issues, but they aren't completely 
effective across the board," said Hospital Corpsman 1st Class 
Paul Settle, from Houston, one of the Sailors that participated 
in the discussion. "The Navy is trying to do something about 
these issues on a personal level by sending a representative to 
talk to us as human beings, not like subordinates, and by doing 
that the participation and education is considerably more 
effective." 

By visiting fleet concentration areas within the forward-
deployed naval forces, Scott can get a cumulative read on 
Sailors' concerns throughout the area and return them to the 
USPACFLT leadership. 

George Washington is currently pier side in Yokosuka, 
Japan, and is making preparations to return to sea. George 
Washington and its embarked air wing, Carrier Air Wing 
(CVW) 5, provide a combat-ready force that protects and 
defends the collective maritime interests of the U.S. and its 
allies and partners in the Asia-Pacific region. 
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12. Blue Ridge Achieves Top 3M Score On Waterfront 
(DVIDS 03 AUG 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist Seaman Samuel Weldin, USS Blue Ridge 

YOKOSUKA, Japan – U.S. 7th Fleet flagship USS Blue 
Ridge (LCC 19) wrapped up a week-long Maintenance and 
Material Management (3M) assessment Aug. 3 with an overall 
score of 92.53 percent. 

Afloat Training Group Western Pacific (ATGWP) 
evaluated Blue Ridge Sailors on the 3M system and its 
compliance with the new instruction COMNAVSURFPAC 
Instruction 4790.1F. 

According to Chief Engineman Tony Doyle, the lead 
ATGWP 3M inspector, Blue Ridge is in the lead across the 
waterfront after the implementation of the instruction. 

“These are phenomenal numbers, Sir, they really are,” 
Doyle said during the inspection out brief with Blue Ridge’s 
Commanding Officer, Capt. Will Pennington and the ship’s 
officers and chief petty officers. 

“Continue to press on with your khaki engagement—
there’s no way you’d be where you are today without your 
officers and chiefs,” Doyle added. 

The inspection included spot checks, Administrative 
Effectiveness Reviews (AER) and equipment validations and a 
thorough review of the Consolidated Ship’s Maintenance 
Program (CSMP). The AER is a review of a division’s 3M 
record-keeping practice while the CSMP review challenges 
maintenance men and work center supervisors’ knowledge on 
writing work candidates.  

“Writing a work candidate the right way is extremely 
important,” explains EA02 Work Center Supervisor, 

Enginemen 2nd Class David Kirchens. “It’s through the work 
candidate that the big Navy receives material and equipment 
information from the fleet.”  

Kirchens added evaluations did not stop with the CSMP 
review. ATGWP also challenged work center supervisors and 
3M assistants in their proficiency of the Navy maintenance 
scheduling program SKED.  

“Being called down and tested by a Master Chief from 
ATG on how well I know SKED can be kind of scary,” 
Kirchens said. “Luckily, my chain of command gave me all 
the support I needed to do well.”  

Through the 3MA, Blue Ridge maintained its high 
standards set by Senior Chief Machinery Repairman Edgardo 
S. Agustin, Blue Ridge’s 3M Coordinator. 

“The score was the highest of all the ships on Japan’s 
waterfront,” said Agustin. “The work and effort by the 3M 
training team made this 3MA a success. The 3M process is all 
about intensive preparation and I challenge our sailors to keep 
this level of maintenance and high standards.”  

3M is one of the most important inspections because it 
directly affects the ship’s longevity. The 3M system is always 
a top priority for Blue Ridge Sailors because they understand 
how the program affects the crew and the ship. 

“Blue Ridge was commissioned in 1970 and our goal is to 
prolong the ships life to the 2039 decommissioning date,” said 
Agustin. “I expected us to pass, but my expectations were 
definitely exceeded. 3M is not a process, but a way of life for 
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us. Through maintenance, we are able to perform our mission 
with the upmost efficiency and safety.” 

Navy ships must re-qualify their 3M program every 18 to 
24 months, to ensure equipment is being properly maintained 
and their programs are effective. 
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13. Emory S. Land, Buffalo Visit Thai Schoolchildren 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 02 AUG 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Elizabeth Fray, USS Emory S. Land Public Affairs 

PATTAYA, Thailand -- Sailors from submarine tender 
USS Emory S. Land (AS 39) and Los Angeles-class fast attack 
submarine USS Buffalo (SSN 715) taught conversational 
English skills and played games with students at the Mechai 
Pattana School during a community service project in Pattaya, 
Thailand Aug. 1. 

Mechai Pattana School, founded by Thai philanthropist 
Mechai Viravaidya, serves children from rural areas and 
promotes environmental protection, education, poverty 
eradication, philanthropy, integrity, democracy, and gender 
equality. 

"The idea is that children are immersed in contextual 
learning," said Mark Danaro, deputy director of the school. 
"We help them build independence, resilience, and creativity, 
and couple it with knowledge. Real world interactions and 
experiences such as with the U.S. Navy are just fantastic for 
their growth and development. 

Part of their development involves English lessons, but as 
Danaro explained, many teachers don't speak English, so 
interactions with native speakers make a huge difference. 

"Listening to the Sailors talk, and talking to them, really 
increases the children's confidence, said Danaro. "They begin 
to feel more comfortable, and you can see them start to make 
jokes and relax, and watch their self esteem rise." 

Sailors spent the morning in small groups with students 
and members of the Royal Thai Navy, where they discussed 
their day-to-day lives, hobbies, and hopes for the future. 

"My favorite part of the day was sitting with the kids and 
learning about each other," said Ship's Serviceman 1st Class 
Autumn Adams, assigned to USS Emory S. Land. "They were 
so interested about life aboard the ship, and we were equally 
interested in learning about their lives here in Thailand and 
experiencing a different culture." 

USS Emory S. Land's Religious Ministries department 
worked together with the school and the Navy League of the 
United States Siam Council to coordinate the event. Ten USS 
Emory S. Land Sailors and six USS Buffalo Sailors 
volunteered their liberty time to socialize and play games with 
the children. 

"This experience is educational for all of us, it's very 
interesting and a great opportunity to see the local community 
and the Thai culture in a way that we might not have the 
chance to experience otherwise," said Lt.j.g. Harish Jairam, 
assigned to Buffalo.  

USS Emory S. Land is in Thailand conducting a 
coordinated tended mooring with USS Buffalo as part of a 
theater security cooperation and good will mission in the 
region. Emory S.Land, homeported in Diego Garcia, is on an 
extended deployment to Guam, conducting coordinated tended 
moorings and afloat maintenance in the U.S. 7th fleet area of 
operations. 
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14. Coastal Riverine Force Establishes Squadron  
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 02 AUG 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Steven C. Hoskins, Navy Expeditionary Combat 
Command Public Affairs  

VIRGINIA BEACH, Va-- Coastal Riverine Squadron 
(CORIVRON) 4 was established Aug. 1, during a ceremony 
aboard Joint Expeditionary Base (JEB) Little Creek-Fort 
Story.  

The squadron merges Riverine Squadron (RIVRON) 1 
and Maritime Expeditionary Security Squadron (MSRON) 4, 
making it the first squadron to merge since the establishment 
of Coastal Riverine Force (CORIVFOR) June 1. 

"Today's ceremony formalizes the merger," said Capt. 
James C. Hamblet, commander, Coastal Riverine Group 
(CORIVGRU) 2. "A great deal of hard work and solid 
planning has gone into this merger, and today's ceremony 
marks one of a number of milestones that will pass as we 
merge the total force."  

The CORIVRON 4 commanding officer, Cmdr. Blane T. 
Shearon, said what matters now is how good the force is today 
and how much better CORIVRON 4 will become in the future. 

"We will always look back with pride at what we and our 
predecessors have accomplished," said Shearon. "As we come 

together, now is the opportunity to write the next chapter in 
the history of the Navy's small boat units." 

Combining the two forces bridges the gap between 
traditional Navy blue-water operations and land-based forces, 
providing port and harbor security for vital waterways and 
protection of high-value assets and maritime infrastructure. 

"It was a wonderful ceremony and beautiful day to be 
Coastal Riverine," said Operations Specialist 1st Class 
Jonathan Woods, assigned to CORIVRON 4. "The merger is a 
great opportunity for our Sailors to learn both offensive and 
defensive force protection." 

CORIVFOR is a component of Navy Expeditionary 
Combat Command (NECC) and a core Navy maritime 
capability able to defend high-value assets against a 
determined enemy and, when ordered, conduct offensive 
combat operations by providing maritime expeditionary 
security and riverine operations throughout the green-water 
and brown-water environment. 
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GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
15. America's Uneasy Gulf Allies Adding To Arsenals 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 03 AUG 12) ... Brian Murphy 

DUBAI, United Arab Emirates -- While Iran's military 
loudly trumpets every new project or purported advance in 
hopes of rattling the U.S. and its Gulf Arab allies, the U.S. is 
quietly answering with an array of proposed arms sales across 
the region as part of a wider effort to counter Tehran. 

In the past two months, the Defense Department has 
notified Congress of possible deals totaling more than $11.3 
billion to Gulf states such as Qatar and Kuwait, which are seen 
as some of America's critical front-line partners in containing 
Iran and protecting oil shipping lanes. 

The proposed sales ---- including Patriot missile batteries 
and Apache attack helicopters ---- are still modest compared 
with massive Gulf purchases such as Saudi Arabia's $60 
billion package last year. That deal included more than 80 new 
F-15SA fighter jets, missiles, radar warning systems and other 
equipment. 

But the recent flurry of expected sales from U.S. firms, 
approved by the Pentagon and outlined in notifications to 
Congress, underscores the growing emphasis among nervous 
Gulf states on seeking quick upgrades to existing firepower 
and defensive networks. 

The arms sales need congressional approval, but usually 
few objections are raised for key allies such as Gulf nations. 

Gulf worries about possible military action against Iran 
have increased, with diplomatic efforts making little headway 
in easing the showdown over Tehran's nuclear program, which 
the West and others fear could eventually develop atomic 
weapons. Iran says it only seeks reactors for energy and 
medical uses. 

An Israeli newspaper, Haaretz, reported Sunday that 
National Security Adviser Tom Donilon briefed Israeli 
officials on possible U.S. attack plans if diplomacy and 
sanctions fail to pressure Tehran to scale back its nuclear 
enrichment program. A senior Israeli official, speaking on 
condition of anonymity to discuss confidential talks, denied 
the Haaretz report. 

The news reports reflect the uncertainties in the region, 
with negotiations nearly stalled and Iran trying to push back 
against deepening sanctions on its vital oil exports. 

"There was a bit of a breather in the region when 
(nuclear) talks resumed," said Bruno Tertrais, senior 
researcher at the Foundation for Strategic Research in Paris. 
"That is quickly fading." 

In its place: a sense of military adjustments moving at a 
faster pace. 

Washington plans to keep at least 13,500 troops in Kuwait 
---- down slightly from the current 15,000 ---- but with an 
expanded mission as a potential rapid-reaction force for the 
region. The Pentagon also has scores of warplanes and other 
assets across the Gulf, including air bases in the United Arab 
Emirates and Saudi Arabia. 

At sea, the U.S. Navy plans to lead maneuvers in 
September that include minesweeping drills ---- a clear 
response to Iran's threats to block oil tankers from passing 
through the Strait of Hormuz at the mouth of the Gulf in 
retaliation for the tightening Western sanctions. 

The U.S. is also boosting its Gulf flotilla, directed by the 
Navy's 5th Fleet in Bahrain. Among the additions: a floating 
assault base aboard the retrofitted USS Ponce and accelerated 
deployment of the aircraft carrier USS John C. Stennis to 
ensure two carriers are in the Gulf region at all times. 

"We are seeing more and more bluster from the Iranian 
side and the U.S. and Gulf allies showing the Iranians they are 
a united front," said Theodore Karasik, a regional security 
expert at the Dubai-based Institute for Near East and Gulf 
Military Analysis. "The Gulf states are nervous. They show 
this nervousness by buying more weapons." 

Among the proposed U.S. sales is a $4.2 billion package 
to Kuwait for 60 Patriot missiles and related systems to 
"strengthen its homeland defense and deter regional threats," 
the Defense Department said in a statement. Kuwait could also 
buy, pending congressional approval, a $49 million arsenal of 
300 Hellfire II missiles, which can be launched from 
helicopters or drones. 

For Qatar ---- which hosts one of the Pentagon's 
command hubs ---- the Defense Department is seeking 
clearance for a $6.6 billion air support upgrade that includes 
24 AH-64D Apache attack helicopters, 12 Blackhawk 
helicopters and 22 Seahawk helicopters, with options to buy 
six more. 

The Apaches would assist with "protection of key oil and 
infrastructure and platforms which are vital to U.S. and 
Western economic interests," the Defense Department said. 

Oman, which shares control of Hormuz with Iran, is 
seeking an $86 million purchase that includes 55 Sidewinder 
missiles as part of plans to upgrade its F-16 fighter fleet. 

For decades, the Gulf had looked mostly to Washington 
for its weapons, but European arms deals also appear on the 
rise. 

In Berlin, German government spokesman Georg Streiter 
said Monday there has been an "expression of interest" by 
Qatar in about 200 Leopard II tanks. A similar Leopard tank 
deal with Saudi Arabia was reported last year by German 
media. 

In May, Saudi Arabia signed a $3 billion deal with Britain 
for Air Force training planes apparently linked to a 2007 
agreement to buy 72 Eurofighter Typhoon fighters. 

The weapons requests also reinforce the toughening 
stance against Iran by main rival Saudi Arabia and the other 
Gulf Arab states. The six-nation Gulf Cooperation Council has 
repeatedly warned Tehran about "meddling" in Gulf affairs. 
Saudi Arabia and Qatar have taken a leading role in 
supporting Syrian rebels trying to topple Bashar Assad's 
regime, which is Iran's main Mideast ally. 

Last week, a commander of Iran's powerful Revolutionary 
Guards warned that "hated Arab" rivals could face 
repercussions for their efforts to bring down Assad. 

Although the Gulf Arab states have no direct ties to Israel, 
any military strike on Iran by the Jewish state could require 
some degree of coordination, with Washington likely to play 
an intermediary role. Gulf military forces also could be 
quickly drawn into a wider conflict or a confrontation over the 
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Strait of Hormuz, the passageway for one-fifth of the world's 
oil. 

"Amid the standoff between Iran, Israel and the West, 
there's another side that is often overlooked," said Sami al-

Faraj, director of the Kuwait Center for Strategic Studies. "It is 
the Gulf states. They are the ones caught in the middle." 
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16. U.S. Strategy 'Not About China' 
(CHINA DAILY 03 AUG 12) ... Chen Weihua and Zhao Shengnan 

Fresh from a visit with allies in Asia, a top Pentagon 
official on Wednesday dismissed concerns that the U.S.’ 
strategic rebalance of the Asia-Pacific region is intended to 
counter a rising China. 

“This rebalance is not about any single country or group 
of countries. It is not about China or the United States. It’s 
about a peaceful Asia-Pacific region, where sovereign states 
can enjoy the benefit of security and continue to prosper,” 
Deputy Secretary of Defense Ashton Carter told a crowd at the 
Asia Society in New York. 

“We seek to strengthen our very important relationship 
with China, and believe that China is key to developing a 
peaceful, prosperous and secure Asia-Pacific region,” he said. 

Carter, who just returned from a 10- day trip to the Asia- 
Pacific region with stops in India, Japan and the Republic of 
Korea, described the rebalance as one of the most prominent 
and important areas of U.S. strategy. 

Since U.S. President Barack Obama announced the new 
defense strategy in the Pentagon in January, many top U.S. 
officials — Obama, Secretary of State Hillary Clinton and 
Defense Secretary Leon Panetta — have visited Asia. 

The U.S. is committed to developing a sustainable 
military-to-military program with the Chinese to improve 
mutual understanding and reduce risk, Carter said. 

“The leaders of both countries have spoken to their 
respective militaries and said we don’t want a zero-sum or less 
than zero-sum game. The Chinese leaders said exactly the 
same thing and we hear that,” he said. 

Vice-President Xi Jinping paid a visit to the Pentagon 
during his trip to the U.S. in February while Defense Minister 
Liang Guanglie visited the U.S. in May, the first by a Chinese 
defense minister in nine years. 

It’s impossible for Washington to neglect cooperation 
with China in the region, but its increasing military disposition 
and intensive drills that excluded China have harmed mutual 

trust, said Shen Yamei, a researcher on American studies with 
the China Institute of International Studies. 

Washington’s closer military ties with its Asian allies, 
especially with countries that have competing territory claims 
with China, have aroused concerns about US interference in 
regional issues. 

The U.S. position on freedom of navigation, including the 
South China Sea, is not to take sides in territorial disputes, 
Carter said. But he noted that Washington will take sides with 
a collective approach to common problems, without clarifying 
which issues he was referring to. 

Carter also said the U.S. leverages “multilateral forums, 
like ASEAN, to address international law and norms issues, 
like the excessive claims being made on the South China Sea”, 
without mentioning whether the South China Sea isles claimed 
by both China and the Philippines fall into a mutual defense 
treaty signed between Washington and Manila in the early 
1950s. 

Bonnie Glaser, a senior fellow at Center for Strategic and 
International Studies, said last week that the U.S. has been 
careful not to state that the disputed area falls under the treaty. 

“We don’t want to alienate China. The goal is not to have 
a zero-sum competition between the US and China in the 
region,” said Glaser, admitting that the U.S. is in a dilemma 
when different groups of countries have different hopes for the 
US in the Asia-Pacific. 

While some have questioned the US’ capability to 
accomplish its strategic rebalance given the poor economic 
and tight budgetary situation, Carter expressed confidence that 
the U.S. will have the resources to accomplish all of the tasks. 

The U.S. often begins its strategic shift with strong 
military investment instead of consolidating economic or 
political ties, Shen said. “Once the regional tension escalates, 
Washington’s interference will be logical and feasible.” 
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17. Navy Admits To Blunder In Military Drill Off Eastern Taiwan 
(FOCUS TAIWAN 03 AUG 12) ... Elaine Hou 

TAIPEI -- Taiwan's Navy has admitted that there was a 
problem with its execution of a recent military exercise off the 
coast of eastern Taiwan and said it has taken steps to penalize 
those responsible for the blunder. 

The commander of the naval fleet involved has been 
given a major demerit and moved to another post, the Navy 
said in a statement released late Wednesday. 

The Navy admitted the naval fleet based in Suao 
Township in Yilan County in northeastern Taiwan did not 
operate in an area planned for the drill. 

However, it made no mention of the information detailed 
in a news report that the commander of the naval fleet had 
failed to carry out instructions to keep the fleet in a specific 
area during the drill in late July. 

As a result, the frigates sailed toward the Japanese island 
of Yonaguni about 100 kilometers east of Taiwan, raising an 
alert in Japan, the Apple Daily reported Friday. 

The Navy acknowledged the mistake, saying that it has 
formed a task force to probe the incident.   
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18. Osprey Issue On Agenda At Japan, U.S. Defense Chiefs' Meeting 
(KYODO NEWS 03 AUG 12) 

TOKYO -- Japanese Defense Minister Satoshi Morimoto 
and his U.S. counterpart Leon Panetta will meet on Friday in 
Washington, with a U.S. plan to deploy the MV-22 Osprey 
military aircraft high on their agenda. 

His talks with Panetta on the first day of his three-day 
visit to the U.S. capital will take place amid mounting 
opposition in Japan against the Osprey in the wake of the 
aircraft's recent crashes abroad -- one in Morocco in April and 
another in Florida in June. 

Morimoto will be meeting Panetta for the first time since 
he assumed his post in June. It will also be Morimoto's first 
overseas trip as defense minister. 

Morimoto told reporters ahead of his departure that he 
will ride aboard an MV-22 aircraft during his U.S. trip to gain 
firsthand information to better explain to the Japanese public 
how the Osprey works. 

"I will check on the noise (generated by the plane) and 
how stable it is," said the minister. 

Local governments and communities have become 
increasingly worried about the safety of the tilt-rotor aircraft, 

which has vertical takeoff and landing capabilities, after the 
two crashes. 

Morimoto said he would "ask the United States to swiftly 
provide (more) information" on the crash in Morocco during 
the talks at the Pentagon, and convey to Panetta the current 
situation regarding the stance of local governments and 
communities toward the Osprey deployment. 

Despite local protests, 12 MV-22 Ospreys were unloaded 
last month at the U.S. Marine Corps' Iwakuni Air Station in 
Yamaguchi Prefecture for test flights. They will eventually be 
deployed at the Marines' Futenma Air Station in Ginowan, 
Okinawa Prefecture, to replace aging CH-46 helicopters. 

Facing growing hostility in Yamaguchi and Okinawa, 
Japan and the United States have agreed not to allow Osprey 
test flights until the causes of the crashes are more closely 
reviewed and the aircraft's safety is verified. 

Morimoto said he will also discuss with Panetta the future 
of the Japan-U.S. alliance and other issues such as the long-
stalled relocation of the Futenma base. 
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19. Japan, U.S. Eye Stationing SDF Officers In Key U.S. Military Offices 
(KYODO 02 AUG 12) 

WASHINGTON -- Japan and the United States are 
making arrangements to station Japanese Self-Defense Forces 
officers at key U.S. military organizations near Washington, in 
what would be the first such case, U.S. government sources 
said Thursday. 

The envisaged dispatch of the SDF personnel as liaison 
officers is aimed at gaining firsthand information about U.S. 
military thinking as well as boosting bilateral cooperation in 
promptly responding to situations including disasters such as 
major earthquakes, contingencies in the East Asian region and 
pirate attacks, the sources said. 

The exact timing of the dispatch of SDF officers to the 
Office of the Chief of Naval Operations and Office of the 
Chief of Staff of the Air Force, core organizations of the U.S. 
Navy and U.S. Air Force, has yet to be decided, they said. 

The U.S. forces are keen to strengthen ties with Japan on 
the back of Washington's strategic shift of focus to the Asia-
Pacific region, bearing in mind the Chinese military's growing 
assertiveness at sea. 

In the past, the SDF stationed liaison officers at the U.S. 
Marine Corps Combat Development Command in Quantico, 

Virginia, and research institutes of various land, sea and air 
units. 

SDF officials were also stationed as liaison officers at 
U.S. Central Command in Tampa, Florida, at the time of the 
Iraq War. 

But no liaison officers have been dispatched from Japan 
during peacetime to the key units of the U.S. Navy or U.S. Air 
Force. 

Senior officers from Australia and Britain have already 
been sent to the units to share information and boost 
cooperation. 

One of the U.S. government sources said that sending the 
SDF officers to the core organizations that act as the brains of 
the U.S. Navy and Air Force would make the SDF more 
familiar with the U.S. military mindset and strategy. 

Under the plan, Air Self-Defense Force and Maritime 
Self-Defense Force officers are expected to be dispatched to 
offices that respectively assist the Air Force Chief of Staff 
Norton Schwartz and Chief of Naval Operations Jonathan 
Greenert. 
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20. Navy's 2 New Minehunters Arrive At Kaohsiung 
(CHINA POST 03 AUG 12) ... Joseph Yeh 

Two refurbished Osprey-class mine clearance ships that 
Taiwan previously acquired from the United States were 
delivered to the nation and arrived at a southern harbor 
yesterday, the Navy announced yesterday. The two 
minehunters, the USS Oriole and USS Falcon, 
decommissioned by the U.S. Navy in 2007, have arrived at 
Kaohsiung Harbor via sea yesterday, the Navy said in a 
released statement. 

Also returning with the two vessels were several Navy 
personnel who were sent to the U.S. three years ago to conduct 

related training to familiarize themselves with the 
refurbishment process as well as the ships' designs. 

The Navy will hold a ceremony at a nearby Zuoying 
Military Harbor in Kaohsiung next Friday to welcome the 
coming aboard of the new minehunters, the statement said. 
The ceremony will be presided by Chief of Navy Admiral 
Tung Hsiang-lung, it added.  

The Osprey-class ships will join the Navy's existing mine-
hunting vessel fleet, which currently relies on eight 
minesweepers; all were built decades ago. 
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The Osprey-class ships are designed to find, classify and 
destroy moored and bottom naval mines from vital waterways, 
according to the Navy.  

The two ships originally commissioned at 1995 and 1997 
have been proven capable in major drills during their previous 
services in U.S. Navy, it said.  

The two ships are expected to significantly boost the 
nation's mine-hunting capabilities. 

Surrounded by seas and situated in a transportation, 
military and economic hub in the West Pacific area, Taiwan 
has been seeking the Osprey-class ships since 2001. 

The two vessels are part of a U.S.$6.4 billion arms 
package to Taiwan that U.S. President Barack Obama 
approved in 2010.  
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21. No Free Access For Aussie Navy: Indonesia 
Indonesia has rejected reports it is set to sign a deal allowing the Australian navy to enter its waters without 
first being granted permission.  
(AUSTRALIAN ASSOCIATED PRESS 02 AUG 12) 

Australian Defence Minister Stephen Smith and Home 
Affairs Minister Jason Clare are expected to visit Jakarta next 
month for discussions on maritime co-operation and other 
issues. 

However, reports that an agreement would be signed to 
give Australian navy vessels free rein in Indonesian waters 
have now been rejected by both countries. 

A senior Indonesian Defence Ministry spokesman on 
Thursday clarified Jakarta's position, saying that while 
maritime co-operation would be on the agenda next month, 
any agreement that might arise from the talks would still need 
to respect territorial sovereignty. 

"The matter of sovereignty must still be respected by both 
countries," Indonesian Defence Ministry spokesman Hartin 
Asrind said. 

"Basically, every SOS call must be responded to. But 
then, reporting to our authorities is still needed. 

"Permission is still a must because that's the epitome of 
sovereignty. Security clearance is a definite for air and water 
traffic, which we issue based on a code from Foreign 
Ministry." 

The Australian government earlier rejected an ABC report 
that an accord would be signed as early as next month giving 
the Australian navy free access to Indonesian waters to carry 
out rescue operations. 

A spokeswoman for Mr Clare was quoted by News 
Limited as saying that no such deal had been done. 

"This particular proposal has not been put formally to the 
government and has not been under consideration," the 
spokeswoman said. 

Australian vessels already enter Indonesian waters to 
carry out rescue operations, after they are granted permission 
from Indonesian authorities, and have done so on numerous 
occasions in recent months. 

Mr. Hartin added that the agenda for next month's 
meeting was still being finalised. 

"We're now still coordinating internally within TNI 
(Indonesian military), defence ministry and other stakeholders 
on this issue." 

"Basically, (the meeting next month) is a defence-to-
defence-minister's talk, and other than that we may talk about 
SAR (search and rescue), especially SAR co-operation on 
water." 

Foreign Minister Bob Carr and his Indonesian counterpart 
Marty Natalegawa made similar remarks last month that 
pointed to enhanced co-operation in search and rescue 
operations, and the possibility of co-ordinated patrols. 

The ongoing discussions on maritime co-operation arose 
out of talks in Darwin last month between Prime Minister 
Julia Gillard and Indonesian President Susilo Bambang 
Yudhoyono. 
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22. ‘MMEA Takes All Pirate Attacks Seriously’ 
(BORNEO POST 03 AUG 12) ... Lee Ya Yun 

KUCHING -- Malaysian Maritime Enforcement Agency 
(MMEA) will not take any pirate attack lightly even though 
only two cases were recorded thus far this year in Sarawak. 

Describing pirate attacks similar to house breaking, its 
state operation director Captain (Maritime) Abdul Razak 
Lebai Omar said that pirate attack here had not reached an 
alarming level. 

“We, however, view all attacks seriously. We have taken 
appropriate measures to ensure that Sarawak waters are free of 
the menace,” he told reporters on board KM Cekal, after 
departing the jetty at MMEA complex in Muara Tebas near 
here on Wednesday. 

Among the measures, Abdul Razak said, was engaging an 
aircraft (Bombardier 415) to monitor the activities at sea. 

Without disclosing any details, he said the pirates 
involved in the two cases could be locals. 

Two pirate attacks were reported within Miri waters last 
month. The first one, which took place about 22km off 

Tanjong Lobang, six pirates robbed 13 crew members of a 
Petronas-chartered vessel of cash and valuable worth about 
RM82,000. 

The crew members were unharmed in the incident which 
happened about 8pm on July 8. The pirates were said to be 
wearing face masks, armed with machetes and used 
speedboats. 

On July 17, a private boat was reportedly attacked by 
three machete-wielding pirates. The incident took place west 
of Lutong, about 10km from the coast. The boat was on its 
way back to shore after sending food supply to an offshore 
barge. 

On another matter, Abdul Razak said the state MMEA 
had made 24 arrests so far this year, 20 of which involved 
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encroachment by foreign fishing boats mainly from Thailand 
and Vietnam. 

“Most of the fishing boats were found between 50 and 
200 nautical miles from Sarawak waters,” he said. 

The other four cases involved attempt by local fishermen 
to smuggle subsidised diesel with the latest case involving 

“The latest case (July 31) involves 50,000 litres,” he said. 

Abdul Razak said they had six vessels patrolling the 
waters of Sarawak everyday to ensure the safety of fishermen 
and others as well as to reduce the number of possible crimes. 

“We are operating on shift 24 hours a day to ensure 
maximum coverage of areas and we need the public to inform 
us if they have information of suspicious activities carried out 
in the sea,” he said. 
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23. Panetta, Jordan's King Agree Assad Must Step Down 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 02 AUG 12) ... Robert Burns, Associated Press 

AMMAN, Jordan -- A spokesman for U.S. Defense 
Secretary Leon Panetta says the Pentagon chief and Jordan's 
King Abdullah agree that Syrian leader Bashar Assad must 
give up power. 

Spokesman George Little made the statement after 
Panetta met with the king in Amman on Thursday. 

Little said the two men discussed the prospects for a 
political transition after Assad is gone. 

They also discussed the problem of Syrian refugees 
entering Jordan, Little said. 

Jordan was the final stop on Panetta's five-day, four-
country trip to the Middle East and North Africa. 
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24. Somalia 'Mulls' Pirate Amnesty 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 03 AUG 12) 

LONDON — Somalia's pirates could be granted an 
amnesty if they release hostages and return captured vessels to 
their owners, transitional president Sheikh Sharif Sheikh 
Ahmed told the London Times. 

The head of Somalia's corruption-riddled government, 
whose current mandate expires next month, said he was 
prepared to let off the 2,000 pirates thought to be operating off 
the troubled nation's coast in comments published in Friday's 
Times. 

"Those who leave behind what they have done will be 
forgiven," he said, after campaigning in Balad, 40 kilometres 
(25 miles) north of Mogadishu. 

"The government will make clear that the doors are open, 
if they want to come in," he added. 

Sharif, who faces competition for the presidency from 
parliament speaker Sharif Hassan Sheikh Adan, was linked to 
alleged graft in a UN report leaked earlier this month that 
called for corrupt leaders to face Security Council sanctions. 

The report contained claims that Sharif had given a 
diplomatic passport to pirate ringleader Mohamed Abide 
Hassan as an inducement to wind down his network. 

Sharif called the allegations "absolutely false" and said 
that he was unconcerned about the possibility of UN 
sanctions. 

The United Nations estimates that pirates currently hold 
245 hostages while the European Union's anti-piracy task 
force believes at least seven hijacked vessels remain in their 
hands. 

Prime Minister Abdiweli Mohamed Ali vowed the pirates 
would not "get away with murder" but said the government 
was prepared to compromise. 

"My philosophy is you never, ever reach peace through 
violence," he explained, according to the Times. 

"There is no mercy for pirates, not from me, but if 
someone gives up and says, 'I repent and want forgiveness', 
then we have to do it," he added. 
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25. Destroyer Returns Home After First Deployment 
(DEFENCE MANAGEMENT 02 AUG 12) 

First-in-class Type 45 destroyer HMS Daring has returned 
to the UK following the completion of a six-month 
deployment in the Middle East. 

Daring was the first Type 45 to be deployed on 
operations, and the deployment is said to be helping smooth 
the process for the remaining Type 45s. 

The ship was deployed to assist in tasks ranging from 
counter-piracy to the wider maritime security effort for 
stability in the Middle East. 

HMS Daring also worked with the United States Navy on 
a number of joint initiatives, including integrating with USS 
Abraham Lincoln to check aircraft in and out in order to 
support troops on the ground in Afghanistan. 

Commanding officer Captain Guy Robinson said: "This 
has been a most rewarding deployment where we have been 
able to explore Daring's capability in the challenging 
conditions of the Gulf.  

"Unsurprisingly, there has been a lot of interest in the 
ship, particularly from the other navies we have worked with," 
he said. "We have hosted a large number of visitors 
throughout the last six months and we have done much to raise 
the profile of the Type 45 and the Royal Navy." 

Daring represented the UK as the first Type 45 to visit 
Bahrain, India, Jordan, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia 
and the United Arab Emirates. 
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26. New Generation Of Unmanned Sea Drones 'Could Launch Attacks On Other Vessels' 
Defence planners are seeking to develop a new generation of unmanned sea drones with the capability of 
attacking submarines and launching missile attacks on enemy vessels, it was reported last night. 
(THE TELEGRAPH (UK) 03 AUG 12) 

The Royal Navy is already using unmanned underwater 
vehicles (UUVs) to help stop Iran laying mines in shipping 
lanes and also being considered for deployment for the pirate-
infested waters off Somalia.  

Documents obtained by a newspaper showed the Ministry 
of Defence wants to boost its unmanned warfare capabilities 
across the services, seen as a cheaper way of providing round-
the-clock intelligence and surveillance.  

A report published by the MoD’s defence, science and 
technology laboratory, sets out to defence manufacturers how 
it wants them to help develop technologies “to provide greater 
support to maritime operations such as mine countermeasures, 
anti-submarine warfare and missile defence”.  

It says: “Innovation in maritime technology, including 
unmanned systems, will make it possible for UK armed forces 
to continue to use the sea with security and persistence.  

“Unmanned systems are being considered as a potential 
option to aid in the delivery of a range of different maritime 
tasks given the range of potential threats and increasing 
demands on the smaller number of highly capable manned 
platforms in which much of the UK capability is currently 
focused.”  

The paper sets out the tasks as anti-submarine warfare, 
mine countermeasures, anti-ship missile defence, counter-

piracy operations and support to future submarine operations, 
and makes clear they could be used to attack potential 
enemies.  

Drones on land, sea and air could “could be expected to 
perform a number of roles, including, but not limited to, 
remote sensing, communications relay, delivery of effects 
such as the deployment of weapons or countermeasures”, it 
says.  

Lieutenant Commander Kevin Giles explains in the report 
that such vessels are wanted for “dirty, dangerous and 
repetitive” tasks, and to keep costs down, according to the 
Guardian.  

A spokesman for the MoD said: “Exploring innovation in 
maritime defence is part of the work we do to exploit the latest 
technology and ensure the Royal Navy is best equipped to 
meet future requirements.  

“We are considering options for how we can use 
unmanned systems to support the vast range of future naval 
capabilities that include Type 45 destroyers, global combat 
ships, Astute class submarines and the two Queen Elizabeth 
class carriers that together with Lightning II jets will provide 
world-leading carrier strike from 2020." 
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27. No U.S. Military Bases Here, Says Smith, But Washington Confirms Plan As Part Of Asia-Pacific 
Pivot 

(THE AUSTRALIAN 03 AUG 12) ... Brendan Nicholson 
Despite strong denials from Defence Minister Stephen 

Smith, a senior American official has confirmed that the U.S. 
wants to establish a powerful military taskforce in Australia. 

It emerged on Wednesday that a report being considered 
by a congressional committee in Washington suggests that a 
U.S. Marine Corps “air ground taskforce” with its own 
military aircraft could be based in Australia. 

The Centre for Strategic and International Studies in 
Washington was commissioned by the U.S. Defence 
Department to advise on how Washington should handle its 
planned ‘‘pivot’’ back into the Asia-Pacific. 

The centre’s report raised the possibility of four marine 
taskforces being deployed in the region and suggested one of 
them could be based in Australia. 

The report, titled U.S. Force Posture Strategy in the Asia-
Pacific Region: an Independent Assessment, also contained 
the option, made public in the U.S. earlier this year, that a U.S. 
aircraft carrier group and nuclear submarines could operate 
from HMAS Stirling south of Perth. 

The U.S. report said Fleet Base West would need to be 
expanded significantly and suggested that could cost 
somewhere between $1 billion and $6bn. 

Mr. Smith was quick to declare firmly that no U.S. bases 
would be built in Australia and said there were no plans to 
base U.S. military units in this country. 

However, the minister did note his past announcements 
that increased visits by U.S. aircraft to northern Australia and 

by U.S. warships to HMAS Stirling were a possible further 
step in the future. 

In reality, both the U.S. and Australian governments have 
been at pains to avoid suggestions the Americans might set up 
bases in Australia. But there is little need for new bases when, 
over the past two years, teams of officials from both countries 
have been discussing agreements that would allow U.S. forces 
to use existing Australian facilities. 

The U.S. report was considered overnight by the House 
Armed Services Subcommittee on Readiness, which is 
examining the Obama administration’s plans to redistribute 
forces across the globe. 

The U.S. Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defence for 
Plans, Robert M. Scher, told the committee the U.S. would 
continue to build up Guam as a strategic hub in the Western 
Pacific, and would expand its efforts with allies and partners 
in the region. 

“This includes necessary near term investments to 
establish fully capable Marine Air-Ground taskforces in Japan, 
Guam, Australia and Hawaii, plans to deploy up to four littoral 
combat ships to Singapore and plans to increase the rotational 
deployment of US Air Force units in northern Australia,” Mr 
Scher said. 

Australia’s own force posture review, released early this 
year, said: “Australia and the U.S. will look in the future to 
greater US Navy access to HMAS Stirling.” 
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The Australian review said the Defence Department 
should develop options to expand wharf capacity and support 
facilities at Fleet Base West, in part to allow major U.S. 

surface combatants and aircraft carriers and submarines to use 
them on operations. 
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PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
28. Navy Surgeon General Marks Medical Service Corps Birthday 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 02 AUG 12) ... Joshua L. Wick, U.S. Navy Bureau of Medicine and Surgery Public Affairs  

FALLS CHURCH, Va. -- The Navy Surgeon General sent 
a message to the Medical Service Corps this week 
commemorating the corps' 65th birthday which will be 
celebrated Aug. 4. 

"Today we celebrate the 65th Birthday of our Medical 
Service Corps," said Vice Adm. Matthew Nathan, Navy 
surgeon general and chief, Bureau of Medicine and Surgery 
(BUMED). "Medical Service Corps officers continue to lead 
from the front lines. Your commitment and service have left 
an unprecedented mark on the history of the United States 
Navy." 

After the outbreak of World War II, on Aug. 4, 1947, 
President Harry Truman signed the Army-Navy Medical 
Service Corps Act, establishing a permanent officer category 
to complement the existing medical department officer corps.  

With 31 specialties ranging from clinical providers to 
scientists to health care administrators, the Medical Service 
Corps has become an indispensible component of Navy 
Medicine. 

"This past year, I have witnessed your many 
achievements and contributions whether serving at sea, on 

deployments and humanitarian missions, clinics, inpatient 
facilities, and research units around the world," said Nathan.  

Today, more than 2,900 active duty and Reserve Medical 
Service Corps officers serve and support both the Navy and 
the Marine Corps throughout the world and care for our 
Sailors, Marines and their families. 

"I am confident you will continue to make Navy Medicine 
the leader in health care delivery," said Nathan. 

Nathan added that the Medical Service Corps has both a 
proud tradition and a bright future. 

"I am proud to serve with such an outstanding group of 
professionals," he said. "Congratulations on a job well done 
and happy 65th birthday!" 

As the Navy surgeon general and chief, Bureau of 
Medicine and Surgery, Nathan leads 63,000 Navy Medicine 
personnel that provide healthcare support to the U.S. Navy, 
Marine Corps, their families and veterans in high operational 
tempo environments, at expeditionary medical facilities, 
medical treatment facilities, hospitals, clinics, hospital ships 
and research units around the world. 
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29. Hale, Woodson Detail Defense Health Reprogramming Request 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 02 AUG 12) ... Cheryl Pellerin 

WASHINGTON – The Defense Department’s June 29 
request to Congress to move $708 million in excess funds 
from the military health budget to other budget areas does not 
shortchange military health programs, Pentagon officials said 
today. 

Robert F. Hale, DOD comptroller and chief financial 
officer, and Dr. Jonathan Woodson, assistant secretary of 
defense for health affairs, participated in a conference call 
with reporters this morning to discuss the budget 
reprogramming process. 

Congress must approve the movement of funds, known as 
reprogramming, from one appropriation to another. 

“Two years ago, we made an estimate of the amount of 
funding we would need for the Defense Health Program, 
which pays TRICARE bills, and was approved by Congress,” 
Hale said. Uncertainties inherent in such forecasting resulted 
in an estimate that was 2 percent, or $708 million, higher than 
the actual $32.5 billion budget for fiscal 2012, he added. 

The fiscal 2012 enacted budget for the broader Military 
Health System is $52.8 billion, up from $19 billion in fiscal 
2001. 

“We believe these estimates were reasonable,” Hale said. 
“Given that we are [involved in a war in Afghanistan], we 
looked carefully at whether or not we had fully funded health 
care needs, and we believe we have, [with] the funds that we 
can use through fiscal year 2012.” 

The Defense Department has other high-priority needs 
that must be met before the fiscal year ends Sept. 30, the 
comptroller explained. 

“For example,” Hale said, “we never anticipated the 
Pakistanis would close the ground lines of communication, 
[and] that has greatly increased our transportation costs. 
We’ve put another aircraft carrier strike group in the [U.S. 
Central Command] region at the request of the commander, 
[and] we had not budgeted for that. Fuel prices were higher 
than we had budgeted.” 

Given those priorities, “we’ve asked Congress for the 
authority to move the money into other parts of the defense 
budget to meet these needs.” 

Last week, in a letter to Defense Secretary Leon E. 
Panetta, 24 members of Congress objected to moving funds 
from the TRICARE budget because of the “highest priority” 
of investing the funds to treat serious health problems facing 
military service members and retirees. They also objected to 
an increase in TRICARE fees proposed by DOD and rejected 
in the House version of the fiscal 2013 National Defense 
Authorization Act. 

Another objection to the reprogramming came this week 
from the Military Officers Association of America, whose 
leadership said the excess funds indicated that defense leaders 
who wanted to raise TRICARE fees were misrepresenting 
health care costs. 
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During the teleconference, Hale said the department 
believes that the issue of TRICARE fee increases is separate 
from the reprogramming issue. 

“In 2001 through 2012, the overall military health care 
budget went up 175 percent, … and it is that growing trend 
line that has caused us to look at issues like changing the 
TRICARE fees and [finding] a way to reduce the growth in 
health care costs, as well as the fact that [TRICARE] fees 
haven’t been significantly increased for 15 years,” he said. 

“We want to move back,” Hale added, “and we believe 
it’s appropriate to move back to the sort of cost-sharing [ratio] 
the Congress envisioned when it set up TRICARE.” 

Woodson said the $708 million savings represents not a 
decline in health care costs but a decrease in the rate of the rise 
in the cost per TRICARE enrollee per year. Budget and cost 
forecasts are made years in advance of budget execution. 

“In 2008, the total cost per [TRICARE Prime] enrollee 
per year was $3,035,” he explained. “In FY09, it was $3,280, 
in FY10 $3,418, in FY11 $3,518. So the absolute cost has 
gone up, although the rate of rise is reduced.” 

In response to a question about whether some of the $708 
million could be used for care for wounded warriors, 
Woodson said the Military Health System has fully funded all 
health programs for fiscal 2012. 

“In fact, as part of the reprogramming, we have taken $6 
million to fund additional research into wound care and into 
developing aerial medical support systems we utilize when we 
evacuate wounded warriors from the theater,” he said. 

The broader issue, he said, is the limited time -- about 
eight weeks -- left in the fiscal year and how long it would 
take to reassign the funds to wounded warrior programs and 
execute the programs, including hiring people and developing 
proposals and research programs. 

“We had $663 million requested this year for research, 
and Congress was very generous to us by plussing that up to 
$1.2 billion, and we are executing on schedule against that 
[funding],” Woodson said. 

“We have another request in next year for $663 million 
and a set of proposals to continue to focus on these signature 
wounds of war,” he added, “and driving toward evidence-
based answers to deal with these difficult problems like 
suicide, [post-traumatic stress] and [traumatic brain injury], 
both within the Department of Defense and as a collaborative 
effort with the [Veterans Affairs Department].” 

Hale said Congress has been briefed on the 
reprogramming request. “We have some tentative answers, 
and I expect more in the next week,” he added. 
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30. Budget Cuts Could Hit Tricare Provider Payments 
(NAVY TIMES 02 AUG 12) ... Patricia Kime  

The automatic, across-the-board budget cuts known as 
sequestration would restrict Tricare’s ability to pay its health 
care providers, the Pentagon’s top budget official said 
Thursday. 

Defense Department Comptroller Robert Hale said the 
Defense Health System budget would drop by about $3 billion 
under the cuts, due to take effect in January if Congress does 
not reach an alternative deficit reduction agreement. 

Those left holding the bag, in addition to physicians and 
health care providers, would be Tricare regional contract 
managers, who oversee the system’s provider networks, 
billing and customer service. On Wednesday, a spokeswoman 
for Health Net Federal Services, the Tricare North Region 
manager, said the company is “evaluating options” regarding 
sequestration. 

“Our two guiding principles will be ensuring beneficiaries 
are taken care of and working in close concert with the 
government,” she said. 

Humana Military Healthcare Services deferred questions 
on sequestration plans to Tricare Management Activity. 

Neither TriWest, which recently lost the contract for 
Tricare’s West Region, nor UnitedHealth Military and 
Veterans Services, which will assume the contract April 1, 
2013, responded to questions about the impact of sequestration 
on beneficiaries. 

Even Hale said the department is not thinking about what 
programs or services would be cut as the result of 
sequestration. 

“We have looked at impact assessments on Tricare, 
among others, and they would be seriously hurt. But we are 
not planning for [sequestration],” he said. 

Pentagon and White House officials have said they will 
use their authority to exempt military personnel programs 
from the effects of sequestration, but troops could still feel the 
effects through impacts on other programs, such as Tricare. 

Officials said other effects could include reductions in 
commissary hours and delays in maintenance and repairs to 
military housing and other facilities. 
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31. Federal Program Helps Sailors Serve Again 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 02 AUG 12) 

MILLINGTON, Tenn. -- Sailors transitioning from the 
Navy who would like to pursue a career in teaching may be 
eligible for assistance and monetary compensation from a 
federal program called Troops to Teachers (TTT), officials 
said Aug. 2. 

"Our classrooms are looking for leadership and service 
members bring that to the classroom," said Cliff Yager, TTT 
regional director for Tennessee and Northern Alabama. 
"Service members understand leadership, management, 

organizational skills and those are skills we need in the 
classroom today." 

Last year TTT helped nearly 2,000 former service 
members begin new careers as teachers, but Yager admits that 
just like the military, teaching is not for everyone.  

"The thing they need to ask themselves is whether they 
are passionate about teaching, being involved with parents, 
and making a difference in young children's lives," Yager said.  
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TTT provides counseling and referral services to eligible 
service members and veterans interested in beginning a second 
career in public education as a teacher. State TTT will help 
applicants identify teacher certification requirements, 
programs leading to certification and employment 
opportunities in their state.  

According to Yager, TTT offers funded and unfunded 
assistance based on an individual's military service.  

Funded assistance provides financial support for both the 
certification process and for employment in a high need 
school. Unfunded assistance offers counseling and assistance 
regarding certification. 

Math, chemistry, physics, special education and foreign 
languages have the greatest demand for teachers according to 
Yager. 

"There is a tremendous amount of opportunity available 
in those areas, especially for male teachers in elementary and 
middle school arenas." 

Yager suggests Sailors try volunteering with a local 
school or even work as a substitute teacher if their schedule 
permits in order to determine is teaching for them. Sailors may 
get more information and guidance by speaking with the TTT 
representative in the state where they would like to teach. 

TTT is managed by the Defense Activity for Non-
Traditional Education Support (DANTES) and was 
established in 1994 with the primary objective of helping 
qualified service members successfully transition into careers 
in teaching. 

Sailors can learn more about Troops to Teachers at their 
website www.proudtoserveagain.com . 
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32. Lawyer Sues Navy For Sailors Separated By ERB 
(NAVY TIMES 02 AUG 12) ... Mark D. Faram 

An Oklahoma attorney filed suit before the U.S. Federal 
Court of Claims Thursday on behalf of 105 sailors separated 
by last year’s Enlisted Retention Boards. 

Roughly 2,000 ERB sailors remain on the Navy’s payroll 
with a month to go before their mandatory separation date of 
Sept. 1. 

Attorney E.W. Keller, a former state senator and Army 
officer, said he became aware of the ERB and its fallout when 
his office started hearing from sailors targeted for separation at 
Navy commands operating from Tinker Air Force Base, just 
outside Oklahoma City. 

“After looking carefully at the law and regulations, I am 
appalled at what the Navy is attempting to get away with by 
breaking these sailors’ contracts without the proper authority,” 
Keller said. “Additionally, they put in place a selection 
process that was inherently unfair in the way it meted out 
these discharges and didn’t fully take into account these 
sailor’s rights.” 

The Navy conducted two Enlisted Retention Boards in 
August and September 2011. A total of 15,386 sailors in 
paygrades E-4 through E-8 were in ratings the service 

projected would be overmanned at the end of fiscal 2012. Of 
them, 2,946 were sent home. 

In his Aug. 2 filing, Keller listed eight counts against the 
Navy. He’s challenging the Navy’s legal authority to break 
contracts under these circumstances. He alleges the conduct of 
the ERB was discriminatory and unfair, and the sailors’ rights 
under existing administrative separation rules were violated. 

He also is alleging that breaking career sailors’ contracts 
will cause them irreparable harm. 

As redress, he’s asking that these sailors contracts be 
restored and that they be returned to active duty or, 
alternatively, that they be compensated monetarily for lost 
wages and benefits they’d have gotten had they served out 
their contracts. 

Though no hearing dates have been set yet, the case has 
been assigned to Judge Lynn Bush, who has been on the Court 
of Claims since 1998. Bush worked as a Navy lawyer serving 
as the senior trial attorney for the Naval Facilities Engineering 
Command from 1987 to 1989, according to a biography, and 
as counsel for the Chesapeake Field Activity of the Naval 
Facilities Engineering Command from 1989 through 1996. 
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FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
33. Austal Notes LCS Test Milestone 
(MOBILE (AL) PRESS REGISTER 02 AUG 12) ... Ellen Mitchell 

MOBILE, Ala. -- Austal USA said Thursday that it 
completed the combat systems light off test for LCS 4, 
Coronado.  

Austal said the milestone signifies that the second littoral 
combat ship's computer, weapon and sensor systems are 
operational and ready for the formal combat systems test and 
certification process cycle.  

"I am encouraged to see how smoothly things are moving 
along on the path to sea trials for this vessel," Austal CFO and 
new Interim President Brian Leathers said in a statement. 
"Austal is proud to be a member of the General Dynamics 
LCS team and we look forward to celebrating the future 
successes of this shipbuilding program."  

Austal and General Dynamics teamed to produce two 
LCS for the Navy.  

Working as prime contractor Austal now has additional 
orders as part of an expected 10-ship, $3.5 billion contract for 
the 127-meter Independence-variant littoral combat ships.  

Austal is also under contract with the Navy to build nine 
103-meter Joint High Speed Vessels under a 10-ship, $1.6 
billion contract. The two contracts will require Austal to 
increase its Mobile workforce from its current 3,000 to about 
4,500 employees in the next few years, the company said.  

Last month, Austal completed three buildings, more than 
half a million square feet of additional manufacturing and 
office space, in a $200 million project.  
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During the testing process, Austal hosted U.S. Sen. Jeff 
Sessions, R-Mobile, aboard Coronado. Sessions checked out 

the operating system for the ship's 57 mm, demonstrating the 
ability to target another ship and track its progress. 
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34. USS Lincoln Returning To Newport News For Tune-Up 
(DAILY PRESS (VA) 03 AUG 12) ... Michael Welles Shapiro 

PORTSMOUTH -- USS Abraham Lincoln, a 23-year-old 
aircraft carrier, is just about due for its midlife modernization 
and tune-up. 

The Everett, Wash., based supercarrier, the fifth ship in 
the Nimitz class, is scheduled to arrive at the Norfolk Naval 
Shipyard in Portsmouth Tuesday, according to the U.S. Fleet 
Forces Command. 

That means the Lincoln will arrive in the yard as workers 
there wrap up the overhaul of the USS Theodore Roosevelt. 

"Completion on (Roosevelt) is scheduled for June 2013, 
so we'll have some overlap, but that's not unusual," said the 
spokeswoman, Christie Miller. 

More than 1,000 employees will support the effort, 
according to a statement issued earlier this year by the yard's 
parent company, Huntington Ingalls Industries. 

The shipyard will refuel the ship's twin reactors and 
perform a complete restoration of the vessel, including making 
repairs to more than 2,300 compartments, 600 tanks and 

hundreds of systems. Workers will also overhaul the ship's 
flight decks, catapults, combat systems and islands. 

"The complexity of this effort requires significant 
planning and preparation so that we achieve our commitment 
to successfully re-deliver these ships to our Navy customer in 
a timely and cost-effective manner," Ken Mahler, Newport 
News Shipbuilding's vice president of Navy programs, said in 
the statement. 

Combined with contracts awarded in 2010 and last year, 
the Navy has committed roughly $670 million to the Lincoln. 

Midlife maintenance projects, called Refueling and 
Complex Overhauls, or RCOH, occur once in the life of 
Nimitz-class carriers and aim to extend the ship's life to 50 
years. 

The shipyard has completed the task on three carriers – 
the Nimitz, the USS Dwight D. Eisenhower and USS Carl 
Vinson. Work on the Roosevelt is about six months behind 
schedule. 
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35. Cobra Hydrodynamic Bow Bulb Testing Completed At NSWCCD 
 (NAVY NEWS SERVICE O2 AUG 12) ... Nicholas Malay, Naval Surface Warfare Center Carderock Division Public Affairs 

BETHESDA, Md. -- Naval Surface Warfare Center 
(NSWC) Carderock Division researchers completed two 
weeks of hydrodynamics testing to optimize the size and shape 
of bow bulbs aboard DDG 51-class ships.  

Partnering with Program Executive Office (PEO) Ships 
and the Naval Sea Systems Command (NAVSEA) Fleet 
Readiness Research and Development Program, NSWCCD 
conducted testing as part of the Navy's overall initiatives to 
reduce fuel consumption. 

Located near the waterline, the bow bulb is an inverted 
tear drop shape that protrudes from the hull and is designed to 
reduce the ship's wave resistance. Specifically, the bow bulb 
creates a wave designed to interfere with the existing bow 
wave which reduces the amount of drag on the ship as well as 
fuel consumption and engine exhaust emissions. 

"It is my hope that the DDG 51 class bow bulb will 
parallel the success of previous [NAVSEA] sponsored designs 
such as the stern flap, and not just improve the capabilities of 
the Navy's combatants, but provide for a reduction in fuel 
consumption and for millions of dollars in cost savings as 
well," said Dominic Cusanelli, NSWC Carderock Bow Bulb 
testing project lead, who developed the current bow bulb 
design for use on a naval combatant in the early 1990s.  

Through computational fluid dynamics, NSWC 
Carderock designed and evaluated more than 20 bow bulb 

prototypes for DDG 51-class ships. Following the evaluation, 
NAVSEA selected the four most promising bow bulb 
prototypes for fabrication and model testing. The model tests 
will identify the bulb design with the best potential for 
powering and fuel reduction.  

The bow bulb testing is one of several innovative energy 
saving initiatives NSWC Carderock provides in order to 
support the Navy's overall efforts to reduce energy 
consumption, decrease America's reliance on foreign sources 
of oil and significantly increase its use of alternative energy. 
Additionally, NSWC Carderock engineers are constantly 
looking for ways to improve the performance of the Navy's 
surface Fleet based on rapidly changing technology.  

NSWC Carderock Division's responsibilities span a broad 
range including science and technology, research and 
development, test and evaluation, product delivery and fleet 
support. Specifically, NSWC Carderock Division leads the 
Navy in hull, mechanical and electrical engineering expertise 
and delivers technical solutions in order to build and sustain a 
dominant, ready and affordable fleet. Headquartered in West 
Bethesda, Md., approximately 3,600 scientists, engineers, 
technicians and support personnel are located across the U.S., 
which includes the Ship Systems Engineering Station in 
Philadelphia. 
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36. Navy Testing Underwater Hull Detection System To Protect Ships In Contested Waters 
(DEFENSE SYSTEMS 02 AUG 12) 

With the constant possibility of U.S. naval action in the 
Straits of Hormuz in international waters off Iran, it’s 
appropriate that Bluefin Robotics announced that its Hull 

Unmanned Underwater Vehicle-3 (HAUV-3) has completed 
Government Acceptance Testing as the production system for 
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the Explosive Ordnance Disposal HUAV Localization System 
program, according to a Bluefin press release.  

The HAUV-3 is designed to autonomously perform ship 
hull inspection and obtain 100 percent sonar coverage, a task 
typically performed by divers to secure ports and harbors.  

The week prior to the formal Government Acceptance 
Testing, Bluefin provided training to Navy personnel and they 
operated the HAUV-3 in several in-water operational 
scenarios as part of the formal testing. The system 
demonstrated increased operational speeds and nearly twice as 
much endurance as its predecessor, the prototype HAUV-2, 
according to the company.  

In addition to a standard DIDSON imaging sonar, it is 
equipped with a camera, which provides supplemental visual 
information to divers tasked with re-locating contacts. The 
DIDSON sonar is manufactured by a company called Sound 
Metrics, and is often used by fish and game commissions to 
count fish in riverine environments.  

The Navy also conducted a series of environmental tests 
that froze, shook and baked one of the vehicles and its support 
equipment. Testing highlighted specific areas in the unmanned 
system that will need further ruggedization in order to 
optimize the system for very harsh conditions, said Bluefin, 
adding that operators were still able to power up all of the 
vehicle subsystems successfully after harsh testing.  

In 2011, Bluefin Robotics was awarded a contract 
modification to the $30 million program from the Naval 
Surface Warfare Center, Indian Head Div., to move the system 
design into production. Since then, Bluefin has delivered one 
system, which constitutes two vehicles and support equipment. 
An additional two systems are in production now.   

The unmanned hull inspection evolved from a hovering, 
autonomous underwater vehicle initiative run by the Office of 
Naval Research in 2002, which was awarded to Bluefin for the 
autonomous vehicle and the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology for the control systems, according to a 
backgrounder on the ONR website. 
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37. Navy Consolidates CBR Defense Projects To Achieve Savings 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 02 AUG 12) ... John Joyce, Naval Surface Warfare Center Dahlgren Division Public Affairs 

DAHLGREN, Va. -- Two of the Navy's surface warfare 
centers responsible for chemical, biological and radiological 
(CBR) warfare agent detection have partnered together in an 
effort to streamline processes and reduce total ownership 
costs, Naval Surface Warfare (NSWC) Dahlgren Division 
officials announced Aug. 2. 

The partnership transfers all CBR detection services from 
Naval Surface Warfare Center Crane, located in Indiana, to 
Dahlgren, which provides technical, engineering, test, 
evaluation, maintenance and logistics support to the fleet after 
installing the CBR detection systems.  

"Our partnership with NSWC Crane to transfer the 
acquisition and in-service engineering work associated with 
chemical and biological detectors is significantly reducing the 
Navy's total ownership costs," said NSWC Dahlgren CBR 
Defense Division Head Mike Purello. "This is not only 
providing opportunities for us to better support the warfighter 
at Dahlgren and on the waterfront but it's also enabling our 
scientists and engineers to look for the most efficient ways to 
support potential next generation detection systems." 

Prior to the consolidation, the Navy built and designated a 
new laboratory to streamline CBR defense work and accrue 
savings to help fund other required chemical and biological 
defense projects. Since its completion in August 2011, the 
CBR Fleet Support and Integration Laboratory has allowed 
engineers to perform diagnostics, overhaul, testing, and 
subsequent calibration required to provide systems and 
equipment to the fleet. 

The new laboratory also allowed NSWC Dahlgren to 
apply for the Naval Radioactive Materials Permit necessary to 
maintain, store, stage and track all of the Navy's chemical 
detectors that contain radioactive sources. Navy Radiological 
Affairs Support Office (RASO) approval is expected by 
March 2013. Currently, NSWC Crane holds the only permit. 

Once obtained, the permit will give Dahlgren the ability 
to receive and ship the Improved Point Detection System and 

other detection equipment containing radioactive sources from 
its laboratory, which is expected to yield maintenance and cost 
savings from fiscal year 2013-2017.  

Meanwhile, NSWC Dahlgren engineers' request for an 
exemption of the Improved Point Detection System - 
Lifecycle Replacement (IPDS-LR) permit requirements over 
the lifecycle of the new detection equipment was approved by 
RASO.  

IPDS-LR - replacing the IPDS currently installed on most 
Navy ships - is designed to quickly alert warfighters to the 
presence of chemical warfare agents, and is being installed on 
35 ships in 2012.  

"We are tracking the IPDS-LR systems informally and 
performing all exemption requirements with no additional 
manpower," said Nancy Haymes, NSWCDD AEA. "Dahlgren 
is committed to ensuring that our support infrastructure is in 
place to continuously improve business processes. This 
enables us to develop product improvements that reduce 
operational and support costs while enhancing the Navy's 
operational capability." 

With the pending permit for IPDS, the exemption for 
IPDS-LR and the new laboratory, coupled with disposal and 
demilitarization initiatives, NSWCDD engineers are boosting 
fleet support and reducing total ownership costs.  

"We are now providing all the expertise, knowledge, 
facilities, capital equipment, processes and skilled personnel to 
sustain the readiness of in-service warfare systems and 
equipment," said Haymes. 

That includes the tracking, shipping and repairing of 
chemical detectors NSWC Dahlgren is releasing to the fleet.  

"Only a determined steady effort with continuous 
cooperation across offices brought us to this point," said Jon 
Cofield, Navy Chemical and Biological Defense technical 
warrant holder. "The initiative that Dahlgren is spearheading 
saves the Navy funds at a time of significant belt tightening." 
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38. Panel Recommends Warship Be Named For Stevens 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 02 AUG 12) ... Becky Bohrer 

JUNEAU – Nearly two years after the death of U.S. Sen. 
Ted Stevens, a Senate panel has recommended that a Navy 
warship be named in his honor. 

Stevens’ legacy has already been memorialized through 
having a mountain named after him in his home state of 
Alaska, as well as the now-annual Ted Stevens Day.  But 
several senators on Thursday said it would be particularly 
fitting for a warship to be named for Stevens, given his strong 

support for the military and service men and women during 
his 40 years in the Senate. 

Sen. Daniel Inouye of Hawaii, a longtime friend of 
Stevens’, said it would be a “small but well-deserved honor’ 
for someone who did so much to support the Navy. 

The recommendation was included in a defense spending 
bill. 
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BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
39. Navy Rear Admiral And Staff Visit Pike's Cantonment 
(PRESS-REPUBLICAN (NY) 03 AUG 12) ... Jeff Meyers 

PLATTSBURGH, N.Y. — The U.S. Navy was in town 
Thursday to visit a historic military site used by American 
forces nearly 200 years ago.  

Rear Admiral Gregory M. Nosal and members of his staff 
from Carrier Strike Group 2 visited the site of Pike’s 
Cantonment near Plattsburgh International Airport as part of a 
nationwide tour commemorating the 200th anniversary of the 
War of 1812.  

“The Battle of Lake Champlain was a tremendous event 
in our history,” Nosal said as he met with members of an 
archaeological dig being held at the site this summer. “The 
reasons we went to war in 1812 were just as important as they 
are today.”  

Beyond Textbooks 
Battle of Plattsburgh Association President Keith Herkalo 

described for the admiral and his staff the importance of the 
Battle of Plattsburgh in securing the fledgling country’s 
victory in the War of 1812, his voice animated as he explained 
that Lake Champlain was the true target of British aggression.  

Dr. Tim Abel, who is overseeing research efforts at Pike’s 
Cantonment, then took a moment to describe the activities at 
the site as this summer’s archaeological activities draw to a 
close.  

“What makes this so incredibly important is that most of 
what we know of the War of 1812 comes from textbooks,” he 
said. “This (encampment) is part of the story that has never 
been told.”  

He also noted that the troops wintering at Pike’s 
Cantonment in 1812-13 had nothing to do with the Battle of 
Plattsburgh in 1814. Commander Zebulon Pike’s troops were 
part of a planned invasion of Canada in November 1812 that 
was not successful, forcing the soldiers to winter in 
Plattsburgh.  

Decade Of Work 
“How do you know when you’ll be done?” the admiral 

asked Abel as he stood on the edge of an excavated military 
hut. 

“When the money’s gone,” Abel replied. “We have a 
decade of work ahead of us here. We’ll continue working as 
long as we’re being supported (financially).”  

This summer’s activities were sponsored by Clinton 
Community College, which offered a six-credit course for 
students participating in the dig. Area teachers also 
volunteered at the site.  

Navy Mission 
Nosal and four members of his staff traveled to 

Plattsburgh from Montreal Thursday while en route to the 
Great Lakes for the commemorative tour.  

“Our objective is to reacquaint the American public with 
the U.S. Navy,” said Capt. Bill Seamans, chief of staff for 
Admiral Nosal. “We knew of the Battle of Lake Champlain 
here in Plattsburgh and decided to come down (from 
Montreal) for the day. It’s extra rewarding to be able to visit 
an active site like this.”  

The officers are part of a larger group that is sailing 
toward the Great Lakes on two American vessels: the USS De 
Wert, a frigate, and the USS Hurricane, a patrol boat. They are 
being accompanied by the Canadian frigate HMC Ville de 
Quebec.  

The ships will be leaving Montreal early this morning and 
will be passing through the St. Lawrence Seaway locks on 
their way to a several-city tour in the Great Lakes.  

Discoveries 
“We learn something every day,” Nosal said of the 

historical sites he and his staff have seen. “We’ve become War 
of 1812 enthusiasts, and it’s an added benefit to see the 
enthusiasm of the professionals who are out here uncovering 
the truth.  

“What an experience for these students (at the site),” he 
added. “They’ve found things that no one else has seen in 200 
years.” 

Students Rebecca Belton and Misha Gitlin were 
impressed with the opportunity to meet with the rear admiral 
and agreed that his visit added to the excitement of their final 
day on site.  
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40. Feds Feed Families Surpasses Goal 
 (NAVY NEWS SERVICE 02 AUG 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Alexandra Snyder, Defense Media Activity 
Pentagon Bureau 

WASHINGTON -- With one month remaining in the 
2012 Feds Feed Families drive, the Department of the Navy 
(DoN) has donated over 400,000 pounds of food and essential 
items, surpassing its original goal of 396,000 pounds. 

Feds Feeds Families encourages federal employees to 
bring nonperishable and household items to their offices for 
distribution to local food banks. This year, the Department of 
Defense set a collection goal of 1.5 million pounds.  

"Like marathon runners, we are leaning forward and 
united to 'beat our best' in waging war against hunger," said 
Cmdr. Glenda Jennings Harrison, supervisory chaplain for 
operations, Commander, Navy Installations Command. "The 
Feds Feed Families campaign brings out a unique 
manifestation of esprit de corps that motivates our Sailors 
around the world to compassionately reflect our Navy legacy 
[while] accomplishing the mission to serve as a Global Force 
for Good." 

Since the program's inception four years ago, Navy and 
Marine personnel have placed boxes at collection points 
across bases worldwide, ensuring that all DoN staff and 

service members have the chance to donate, with chaplains 
collecting the donations on board ships. 

Lt. Thea Lopez, Department of the Navy component 
champion for Feds Feed Families, emphasized that although 
the program has been a success, donations should not slow. 
Boxes will be picked up again on all Navy region installations 
Aug. 31 and donated to local food banks within their 
respective regions.  

Command Navy Region Japan has donated the most items 
of any Navy region - over 220,500 pounds through donations 
to the local chaplain's office, which then coordinates with 
local food banks to help those in need.  

The campaign will continue through the month of August. 
All non-perishable goods are appreciated, however there are 
12 items that appear on the campaign's "most wanted" list, 
indicating that they're in high demand.  

These items include canned fruit in light syrup or its own 
juices, low sodium canned vegetables, multi-grain cereals, 
grains such as brown rice, canned proteins, soups, 100 percent 
juices, condiments, snacks, baking goods and hygiene items. 
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41. Office Of Naval Research Seeks Small Business Innovation 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 02 AUG 12) ... Sierra Jones, Office of Naval Research  

ARLINGTON, Va. -- To open new pathways to 
partnership, the Office of Naval Research (ONR) will join 
with entrepreneurs, start-ups and other emerging entities Aug. 
6-8 at the 24th annual Navy Gold Coast Small Business 
Conference at the San Diego Convention Center. 

"Many small businesses have these great new 
technologies and concepts, but they don't know where to 
start," said Brenda Pickett, director of ONR's Office of Small 
Business Programs. Finding out that ONR is "an entry point 
for the Department of the Navy science and technology 
acquisition cycle is a real eye opener." 

Growing a company in today's market environment is no 
simple feat, particularly for small businesses vying for success 
in the federal sector.  

The conference provides a forum for government 
agencies to engage small businesses on critical issues affecting 
them and best practices for succeeding in the federal sector. 
ONR team members will provide insight on the command's 
contracts and acquisitions process. At the same time, ONR and 
conference attendees can explore research and technology 
concepts of mutual benefit. 

ONR's Office of Small Business Programs advises the 
underrepresented businesses community, providing access to 
the information needed to compete and participate in the 

federal acquisition process. The office targets disadvantaged, 
women-owned, service-disabled veteran- and veteran-owned 
businesses and those in historically underutilized business 
zones, as well as historically black colleges and universities 
and minority institutions. 

More than 250 exhibitors are expected at this year's event. 
Attendees can meet with ONR subject-matter experts in booth 
117 and at the ONR Navy Commands Industry Day on Aug. 8, 
Room 31C, from 1:30-5 p.m. 

The conference is hosted by the Navy Office of Small 
Business Programs and co-sponsored on a rotating basis 
among the Space and Naval Warfare Systems Command, 
Naval Sea Systems Command, Naval Facilities Engineering 
Command, Naval Supply Systems Command, Naval Air 
Systems Command and the U.S. Marine Corps. 

ONR provides the science and technology necessary to 
maintain the Navy and Marine Corps' technological 
advantage. Through its affiliates, ONR is a leader in science 
and technology with engagement in 50 states, 70 countries, 
1,035 institutions of higher learning and 914 industry partners. 
ONR employs approximately 1,400 people, comprising 
uniformed, civilian and contract personnel, with additional 
employees at the Naval Research Lab in Washington, D.C. 
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42. Navy Missile Facility To Be Built In Cape Canaveral 
(NEWS SERVICE OF FLORIDA 02 AUG 12) 

The state's Space Florida organization will kick in $5 
million to rebuild a site at Cape Canaveral that will be used by 
the Navy to test submarine missile systems, a project that will 
bring up to 100 jobs to the area in the next three years.  

Space Florida announced Thursday that the jobs created 
by the project will have average annual salaries of $90,000 
and that most of the outsourced work will also be done locally. 

A 1950s-era missile testing complex at Cape Canaveral 
Air Force Station will be refurbished for the new "Strategic 
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Weapons System Ashore" facility, which will conduct all 
land-based testing of the Navy's submarine-fired missile 
systems. Currently, launch systems, fire control, guidance and 
navigation, and the actual missiles themselves, are all tested at 
separate locations. The new program will combine them at 
Cape Canaveral.  

"We are working hard to ensure defense programs have 
the resources they need to call Florida home," said Gov. Rick 
Scott, who went to Cape Canaveral Thursday to announce the 
project.  

Construction is expected to start later this year and be 
completed in 2015. 

"This area's existing space industry infrastructure, 
combined with our highly-skilled technical workforce, sets 
Florida apart from other states," said Frank DiBello, president 
of Space Florida, which said the already-trained local 
workforce was part of the reason the Navy chose the site. 

Also on Thursday, Scott sent a letter to U.S. House 
Speaker John Boehner and Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid 
urging careful consideration of automatic defense budget cuts, 
known as "sequester cuts" that are set to go into effect in 
January unless Congress can find a way to avert them.  

"In examining the potential consequences of 
sequestration, it is devastating to see the impact that such 
dramatic defense cuts will have on Florida’s growing 
economy," Scott said. "In the first year alone, more than 
39,000 Floridians could lose their jobs because of the 
automatic cuts under sequestration according to a Center for 
Regional Analysis study." 

State officials say defense spending supports more than 
680,000 jobs in Florida. 
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43. USS Edson To Receive Cannon Salute From Detroit's Historic Fort Wayne 
(M LIVE (MI) 02 AUG 12) ... MacKenzie Burger 

DETROIT, Mich. — Thomas Berlucchi doesn't want the 
crew towing the USS Edson to be alarmed when they hear the 
cannon fire as they cruise by Historic Fort Wayne on the 
Detroit River. 

"They aren’t being shot at, and it's not an attack," said 
Berlucchi, chairman of the Historic Fort Wayne Coalition. "It 
is a salute when they hear the cannon fire." 

Historic Fort Wayne is honoring the retired Navy 
destroyer making its way to Bay City by flying the Navy's flag 
and firing a salute from a Civil War-era cannon as the ship 
passes. The fort will play "Anchors Aweigh", the fight song of 
the U.S. Naval Academy, from its public address system. 

Berlucchi said that it was customary to fire a salute to 
Naval ships that sailed by the fort when it was an active Army 
base, from 1851 to 1971.   

"Today, Historic Fort Wayne is a decommissioned fort 
and the USS Edson is decommissioned destroyer. We will fire 
a salute no matter what time she passes," Berlucchi said. "We 
are going to do it up and do it right."  

The ship's current estimated time of arrival in Bay City is 
noon Monday, which means it could pass by Historic Fort 
Wayne during night hours. 

The USS Edson left Montreal Wednesday morning and 
crossed through Canadian and U.S. locks along the Saint 
Lawrence Seaway. The destroyer got under way from 
Philadelphia on Wednesday July 18. The ship's departure 
marked the beginning of a journey across 2,436 miles of ocean 
and freshwater from the East Coast to Bay City. 

The USS Edson ultimately will moor near the 
Independence Bridge Boat Launch, and will serve as the 
floating centerpiece of the Saginaw Valley Naval Ship 

Museum. In April, the Navy announced it was donating the 
ship to the museum. 

Berlucchi, a Navy veteran, served from 1979 through 
1983 aboard two Forrest Sherman Class destroyers — sister 
ships of the USS Edson. 

"As a former tin-can soldier, seeing the Edson go by will 
bring back a lot of memories," Berlucchi said. "It will be a 
pleasure to watch the USS Edson sail by so I can show her to 
my family as the kind of ship I sailed on for almost two years 
on the Pacific Ocean." 

The destroyers that Berlucchi served on were active at the 
same time as the Edson: USS Morton DD-948 and USS 
Richard S. Edwards DD-950, out of Pearl Harbor, Hawaii. The 
USS Edson, hull number DD-946, is another of the 18 Forrest 
Sherman Class destroyers. 

“I will have many members of my organization along 
with the public who will sit along the shoreline and enjoy the 
sight of Bay City's new museum go by," Berlucchi said. "We 
would be honored if after we fire the cannon, they blow their 
ship's horn to us." 

The fort's planned salute to the Edson is the only known 
military ceremony the ship can expect to see. The honors are 
expected around Sunday, depending on the speed of the 
destroyer during its voyage. Berlucchi said that it will get 
easier to plan on a time once the Edson gets to Lake Erie. 

Historic Fort Wayne is located one mile south of the 
Ambassador Bridge on the Detroit River. It was built in 1851, 
and was used as an active army base for more than a century. 

As Detroit's third fort, it served as an infantry training 
station, was the primary procurement location for vehicles and 
weapons manufactured in Detroit during both World Wars and 
housed prisoners of war from Italy during World War II. 
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44. Blue Angels Schedule For Seafair 
The Blue Angels are here for this weekend's Seafair celebrations, and that means intermittent closures of 
Interstate 90. 
(SEATTLE TIMES 02 AUG 12) ... Alan Berner 

It's Seafair Fleet Week in Seattle and the USS New 
Orleans, USS Halsey and USS Bunker Hill, along with one 
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Coast Guard vessel and three Royal Canadian Navy ships, are 
in town. Some of the ships will be offering free tours to the 
public. 

The Seafair hydroplane action begins Friday with 
qualifying races at 2:50 p.m., and heats continuing Saturday 
and Sunday, culminating in the Albert Lee Cup H1 Unlimited 
Final at 4:45 p.m. Sunday.  

Details: seafair.com/albertleecup. 
And finally, the Blue Angels are here readying for this 

weekend's air show. Interstate 90 will be closed to all vehicles, 

pedestrians and cyclists in both directions — including the 
mainline and express lanes — between Interstate 5 in Seattle 
to Island Crest Way on Mercer Island. 

Here's the schedule of closures: 
Friday: 12:45 p.m. — 2:40 p.m. (Practice) 
Saturday: 12:45 p.m. — 2:40 p.m. (Full show) 
Sunday: 12:45 p.m. — 2:40 p.m. (Full show) 
I-90 ramps in those areas will close up to an hour in 

advance of the I-90 closures.  
This week's Seafair calendar: seafair.com/calendar.aspx. 
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45. Cleanup Underway At Navy Runway Workshops 
(ALAMEDA (CA) SUN 03 AUG 12) ... Richard Bangert 

The 4.18-acre cleanup Site 34 in the Naval Air Station's 
runway area next to the Oakland Estuary looks barren from a 
distance. But up close, concrete slabs and pavement remind us 
of its bygone days as a bustling workshop area. 

This area was once part of the division known as the 
Naval Air Rework Facility (NARF). Everything from 
sandblasting and painting, to metal working, woodworking 
and scaffold maintenance went on out there. More than 40 
years of activity left soil around buildings contaminated with 
lead, arsenic, pesticides, PCBs, and aircraft and diesel fuel. 
Above-ground fuel storage tanks and electrical transformers 
contributed to the contamination. 

The Navy will clean up the soil in this area next year. The 
draft work plan, which the Navy released July 31, was 
discussed during a presentation at this month's Restoration 
Advisory Board (RAB) meeting. 

Based on more than 200 soil samples taken both this year 
and in years prior, the contractor created the draft work plan. 
Separate groundwater samples indicate contamination from 
the solvent trichloroethane. No remedial action is being taken 
on the trichloroethane, however, because vapor intrusion into 
residences is not a factor, as this land will become Public 
Trust Land on which housng is not permitted; and water 
monitoring has shown that the chemical is not migrating 
toward the estuary. 

The northern edge of this site is part of the early westward 
land extension of Alameda, which allowed trains carrying 
freight and passengers to reach a point where the water was 
deep enough for ferry connections; more fill was later added 
to the area. According to the Navy's Remedial Investigation 
report, "In the 1920s, most of IR Site 34 was filled with 
estuary dredging material during construction of the Posey 
Tube." 

By the time the closure of the Navy base was announced 
in 1993, this workshop area had 12 buildings, seven above-
ground storage tanks, two "generator accumulation points" 
(waste storage), 15 transformers, and more than 7,000 feet of 
aviation fuel line. Between 1996 and 2000 the Navy removed 
everything except the concrete pads and pavement. 

Building demolition ended shortly after Alameda Point 
became a Superfund site in July 1999. The Superfund 
program, officially called the Comprehensive Environmental 
Response, Compensation, and Liability Act (CERCLA), does 
not allow for land improvements such as building demolition. 

Most of the soil cleanup locations are adjacent to the 
exterior edges of old building slabs. Much of the lead in the 
soil came from sandblasting lead-based paint. Other 
contamination came from lubricants used for metal 
fabrications, and the use of oils and solvents for woodwork 
and metal work. 

In addition to removing soil next to the slabs, the 
contractor will dig under the slabs at the hot spots to take what 
is called a sidewall sample to confirm that all contaminated 
soil is removed. The Navy has to keep digging as long as 
contamination is found; clean soil will be brought in to the 
areas where soil is removed. 

A strip of coastal marshland running along the Oakland 
Estuary on the north end of the site has no contamination. Its 
habitat quality, however, is marred by discarded concrete, 
wood and trash. It will be up to the city to initiate wetlands 
restoration efforts there. 

The 60-day public comment period is underway. The 
work plan will be finalized in January 2013. Fieldwork is 
anticipated to take place January through April 2013. 

The Navy is scheduled to turn the site over to the city in 
2014. 

 
Return to Index 
 

46. Navy Details Cleanup Plan For South Weymouth Hangar 
(PATRIOT LEDGER (MA) 03 AUG 12) 

WEYMOUTH, Mass. — The Navy is laying out a plan to 
clean up contamination at an empty hangar building at the 
former South Weymouth Naval Air Station. 

Cleanup plans include injecting chemicals into the 
groundwater underneath the area, known as Building 82, to 
treat the groundwater, which contains traces of arsenic, 
pesticides and other potentially harmful contaminants. 
Installation of groundwater extraction wells would also be 

prohibited because the water still likely wouldn’t be safe for 
drinking. 

Residents can learn more about the proposed cleanup and 
weigh in at a public meeting hosted by the Navy at 7 p.m. 
Thursday at the New England Wildlife Center, 500 Columbian 
St. Residents can also submit written comments by Aug. 31. 

The 1,400-acre former base, situated in Weymouth, 
Abington and Rockland, is scheduled for major residential and 
commercial development under the name SouthField. It also 
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contains several heavily polluted federal Superfund sites, 
including Building 82. The Navy has sold the property to the 
developers of SouthField but is still responsible for cleaning 
up contamination. 

Mary Parsons, a Rockland resident and executive director 
of a citizens group called the Advocates for Rockland, 

Abington, Weymouth and Hingham, said the group’s 
consultant is reviewing the proposal, and that the cleanup will 
likely take years. 

“It’s going to take a long time to clean it up no matter 
what,” she said. “It’s a major cleanup.” 
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NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
47. Lawmakers Told Failure To Realign U.S. Pacific Forces Would Pose Strategic Risks 
(STARS AND STRIPES 02 AUG 12) ... Travis J. Tritten 

CAMP FOSTER, Okinawa — The United States faces 
serious strategic risks if it does not push ahead with plans to 
shift military forces in the Pacific, experts told House 
lawmakers Wednesday. 

Failure to begin redeploying Marines from Okinawa to 
Guam and elsewhere in the region could violate the trust of 
allies and damage U.S. credibility in the Pacific, according to 
members of the Center for Strategic and International Studies. 

The testimony before a House Armed Services 
subcommittee was part of the first congressional hearing on a 
Department of Defense-commissioned independent review of 
the realignment plans released by the Washington D.C. think 
tank last week. The long-awaited review largely validated the 
DOD effort to shift forces despite skepticism by powerful 
members of the Senate. 

“We have to live up to the commitments we have made 
[to relocate Marines] or we lose credibility with the very 
partners with whom we are trying to increase engagement,” 
David Berteau, director of the center’s international security 
program, told the House subcommittee on military readiness. 

Michael Green, the center’s senior adviser and Japan 
chair, said past delays on Guam have been closely watched in 
Japan and have already threatened to undermine support by 
the administration of Prime Minister Yoshihiko Noda, which 
has taken a political risk by contributing hundreds of millions 
of dollars to jumpstart the transfer of Marines from Okinawa. 

In April, the U.S. renewed its agreement with Japan to 
redeploy 9,000 Okinawa-based Marines as part of a larger 
strategic shift to the region following the wars in Iraq and 
Afghanistan. 

But some in Congress have questioned the need for the 
realignment and whether cost estimates of the shift were 
accurate. Funds for the move were frozen in this year’s budget 
— with another freeze looming next year — until the U.S. 
military conducted a study to justify the measure. 

Now that DOD’s commissioned independent review has 
been released to Congress, it is up to the House and Senate 
whether to proceed with the plans and authorize new funding 
as part of the upcoming defense budget. 

Berteau, who co-authored the review, warned that 
Congress should not look to the Pacific as a place to cut 
spending. 

“You wouldn’t save much money even with pretty big 
force structure reductions in the Pacific but you’d lose a heck 
of a lot of capability, and we think that is a pretty bad 
tradeoff,” he said. 

The think tank’s assessment of the realignment plans 
received a nod from House members during the hearing 
Wednesday. 

Subcommittee Chairman Randy Forbes, R-Va., said he 
agreed that the newest realignment proposal from the DOD to 
redeploy 9,000 Okinawa Marines to Guam and other areas that 
will likely include Hawaii and Australia is a good value for 
taxpayers. 

“Rarely in Washington do we encounter a proposal that 
expands capabilities and saves money, but I think we have 
encountered such a proposal in the latest agreement between 
the United States and the government of Japan,” Forbes said. 

Guam Rep. Madeleine Bordallo, who represents the 
territory as a non-voting member of the House, said Congress 
should “get on with realignments in the Pacific or risk 
undermining our efforts in this critical region.” 

It remains unclear how much support the expert review 
might spark in the Senate. Last week, senators who 
spearheaded the spending freeze on the realignment zeroed in 
on sections of the review that criticized the military for not 
articulating the need for the shift in the Pacific, despite overall 
recommendations to keep on the same path. 

“We agree with CSIS’s emphasis on the need for DOD to 
articulate the strategy behind its force-posture planning more 
clearly,” according to a joint statement by senators Jim Webb, 
D-Va., Carl Levin, D-Mich., and John McCain, R-Ariz. 
“Congress must also be confident that the DOD force planning 
and realignment proposals are realistic, workable and 
affordable.” 
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48. President Announces Nomination For AF Under Secretary 
(AIR FORCE NEWS SERVICE 02 AUG 12) ... Secretary of the Air Force Public Affairs  

WASHINGTON -- President Barack Obama announced 
Aug. 1 that he intends to nominate Eric Fanning to be the next 
Under Secretary of the Air Force. 

Fanning is the Deputy Under Secretary and Deputy Chief 
Management Officer of the Department of the Navy, 
previously holding positions with the House Armed Services 

Committee, the White House, CBS News, the Commission on 
the Prevention of Weapons of Mass Destruction Proliferation 
and Terrorism, Business Executives for National Security, and 
the Office of the Secretary of Defense.  

"It gives me great confidence that such dedicated and 
capable individuals have agreed to join this Administration to 



 33

serve the American people," President Obama said of Fanning 
and four other new nominees. "I look forward to working with 
them in the months and years to come. 

"I am honored by the President's announcement, and look 
forward to working with the Congress and continuing to serve 
the Department of Defense during the confirmation process," 
said Fanning. 

The Air Force Under Secretary is responsible for 
Department of the Air Force affairs on behalf of the Secretary 
of the Air Force, including the organizing, training, equipping 
and providing for the welfare of its more than 333,000 active 

duty men and women, 178,000 Air National Guard and the Air 
Force Reserve members, 182,000 civilians, and their families.  

The under secretary also serves as the Chief Management 
Officer of the Air Force, the senior Air Force energy official, 
and the focal point for space within Air Force Headquarters.  

If confirmed by the Senate, Fanning will follow Erin 
Conaton, who left the Air Force Under Secretary position in 
June to assume the duties of the Under Secretary of Defense 
for Personnel and Readiness. Dr. Jamie Morin currently serves 
as the Acting Under Secretary of the Air Force, a position to 
which he was appointed July 3. 
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49. DoD, State Implement Only Fraction Of Wartime Contracting Recommendations 
(FEDERAL NEWS RADIO 02 AUG 12) ... Jack Moore 

The Commission on Wartime Contracting in Iraq and 
Afghanistan disbanded nearly a year ago, after making more 
than 50 recommendations to improve the management of 
contingency contracting.  

But a new report by the Government Accountability 
Office found that three main actors in contingency contracting 
— the Defense and State Departments and the U.S. Agency 
for International Development — will likely only implement a 
fraction of those recommendations.  

The agencies have either determined their existing 
policies already address the commission's concerns or they 
disagreed with the recommendation in the first place, GAO 
found.  

Agencies haven't elevated contingency contracting  
Of the 51 recommendations made in the commission's 

final report, 30 applied to DoD, 27 to State and 25 to USAID. 
Many other recommendations were addressed to Congress. 
GAO found DoD had taken action — or planned to — on 
about half of the commission's recommendations. State and 
USAID planned action on about a third of them.  

One of the commission's key recommendations, which 
has so far gone unmet, was to elevate the authority of agency 
officials responsible for overseeing contingency contracting.  

The commission recommended that DoD create a new 
directorate for contingency contracting, which DoD has 
declined to do because it "already has a significant amount of 
senior leadership involvement and support for operational 
contract support," the report stated.  

Similarly, State has declined to stand up a separate bureau 
for acquisition, because State deems its current system — joint 
oversight by the assistant secretaries for administration and 
management — sufficient, GAO said.  

The commission also recommended the agencies create 
deployable cadres of civilian workers to help stabilize and 

rebuild in contingency environments as an alternative to 
contractors. However, only DoD reported making any 
progress on that specific recommendation. The Pentagon stood 
up a working group in February aimed at developing a 
program model which will be implemented beginning in fiscal 
2013.  

State and USAID have not taken action, citing current 
crisis-response activities that they said meet the commission's 
recommendation.  

Progress on increasing competition  
Despite the unchecked boxes on many of the 

commission's recommendations, the agencies have made 
progress in some key areas.  

DoD amended its acquisition regulations to allow the 
Pentagon to withhold a percentage of contractors' payments if 
their business systems are found deficient.  

In October, State issued guidance detailing suspension 
and debarment procedures, requiring a written memo when the 
agency decides not to pursue a proposed suspension-and-
debarment case.  

Bolstering competition in contingency contracting is one 
of the few areas where all three agencies have taken action. In 
its final report, the commission blasted "unprecedented 
reliance" on single-award, long-term contracts that had 
"undermine(d) effective competition."  

Through the 2012 Defense Authorization Act, DoD, along 
with State and USAID, implemented competition goals for 
contingency contracting and developed better ways of tracking 
procurements.  

All three agencies told GAO they had no comments on 
the draft report beyond technical comments.  
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50. VA Not Doing Enough To Verify Service-Disabled Veteran Owned Firms 
(FEDERAL NEWS RADIO 02 AUG 12) ... Taeja Smith  

The Government Accountability Office continues to find 
vulnerabilities that could lead to fraud and abuse in the 
Department of Veteran Affairs' service-disabled veteran-
owned small business (SDVOSB) program.  

GAO issued nine reports since 2009 focusing on the 
SDVOSB program's vulnerability and the agency's actions.  

"VA has taken some positive action to enhance its fraud 
prevention efforts by establishing processes in response to six 

of 13 recommendations, " GAO stated in its report released 
Wednesday.  

One of those recommendations includes VA making 
unannounced visits to high-risk firms.  

The 59-page report found VA made inconsistent 
statements regarding its progress in verifying firms listed on 
the Vetbiz website.  
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"In one communication, VA stated that as of February 
2011, all new verifications would use the 2010 act process 
going forward. However, as of April 1, 2012, 3,717 of the 
6,178 SDVOSB firms (60 percent) listed as eligible in VetBiz 
had not been verified under the 2010 Act process," auditors 
stated. "VA has also begun action on some remaining 
recommendations, such as providing fraud awareness training 
and removing contracts from ineligible firms, though these 
procedures need to be finalized."  

The 2010 Veterans Small Business Verification Act did 
not require a deadline for VA to verify SDBOSBs, and 
required a less-stringent process "in many cases insufficient to 
establish control and ownership." The law lets businesses self-
certify as being SDVOSBs with little supporting data.  

Since the Small Business Administration relies solely on 
firm's self- certification, and no commitment is mandated to 
create a verification process, "five new cases of potentially 
ineligible firms received $190 million in SDVOSB contract 
obligations," GAO stated  

One firm, for example, was deemed ineligible by the VA, 
but continued its self-certification and received about 
$860,000 from the General Services Administration and the 

Department of Interior. Furthermore, the Department of 
Defense Office of Inspector General found that DoD provided 
$340 million to firms that "potentially misstated their 
SDVOSB status" in 2012.  

GAO recommended Congress expand VA's SDVOSB 
eligibility verification process government-wide.  

GAO stated "until VA demonstrates that its process is 
successful in reducing its own SDVOSB program's 
vulnerability to fraud and abuse" this expansion should be 
held off.  

Improvement of the government-wide SDVOSB fraud 
prevention control is not imminent as it continues to remain a 
self-certification program.  

GAO also recommended executive action in three areas to 
ensure that all firms on Vetbiz are utilizing the verification 
process called for by the 2010 law:  

Firms listed in VetBiz establish a reliable beginning point 
for its verification status.  

Establishing procedures to maintain the accuracy of the 
status of each firm in VetBiz.  

Expeditiously verify all current VetBiz firms and new 
applicants under the 2010 Act. 
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51. Submarine Fire Suspect Can Plead Guilty  
(THE DAY (CT) 03 AUG 12) ... Jennifer McDermott 

The shipyard worker accused of setting fire to the USS 
Miami can now waive indictment and plead guilty, or 
Assistant U.S. Attorney Darcie McElwee said she will present 
the case to a grand jury. 

"There may be an indictment within 30 days if the grand 
jury returns one," McElwee, the lead attorney in the case, said 
Thursday. 

Casey James Fury will be held in jail until his case is 
decided, a magistrate judge ruled at a detention hearing at U.S. 
District Court in Portland, Maine, Wednesday. 

Fury, 24, of Portsmouth, N.H., was charged with two 
counts of arson for fires on and around the Groton-based 
submarine that caused an estimated $400 million in damages. 
The Miami was in a dry dock at the Portsmouth Naval 
Shipyard for maintenance and upgrades. 

The Senate Committee on Appropriations approved the 
fiscal year 2013 defense bill Thursday, and it includes $150 
million for repairs on the Miami. The submarine was built for 
$900 million and commissioned in 1990. 

Fury, who worked at the naval shipyard as a painter and 
sandblaster, faces life in prison, a fine not to exceed $250,000 
and restitution. 

Wednesday's ruling on the motion for detention started 
the clock since the government now has 30 days to secure an 
indictment unless both sides agree to extend the deadline. 

If indicted, Fury would be arraigned and a trial would be 
scheduled, which typically happens 70 days from the time of 
the indictment, McElwee said. If Fury waives indictment, a 

plea hearing would be held, followed by sentencing at least 
two months later. 

"He'll be in jail for quite a while," she said. 
McElwee said she could not comment on whether she is 

pursuing additional charges. Fury's public defender, David 
Beneman, said Thursday he could not talk about a pending 
case. 

Fury is accused of setting a fire on board the Miami on 
May 23 that started at 5:41 p.m. and burned until 3:30 a.m. the 
next day, causing extensive damage to the forward section. He 
is also accused of starting a second, smaller fire in the cradle 
that held the Miami in the dry dock at about 7 p.m. June 16, 
and it was quickly extinguished. 

According to the criminal complaint, Fury first admitted 
to investigators he lit alcohol wipes on fire on June 16 because 
he was anxious over texts he received from his ex-girlfriend 
and wanted to leave work. He later admitted to setting rags on 
fire to start the larger blaze, it said. 

Fury, who told investigators he was taking medications 
for anxiety, depression and insomnia, checked himself into an 
in-patient mental health facility June 21 and checked out two 
days later, the complaint said. He went with investigators on 
board the USS Pasadena, a Los Angeles-class submarine 
similar to the Miami, and demonstrated how he set the May 23 
fire, it said. 

The Naval Criminal Investigative Service conducted the 
investigation with help from the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, 
Firearms and Explosives. 
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52. Cybersecurity Bill Falls Short In Senate 
Legislation aimed to set standards to protect nation's infrastructure 
(WASHINGTON POST 03 AUG 12) ... Ed O'Keefe and Ellen Nakashima 

A bill that would establish security standards to prevent 
large-scale cyberattacks on the nation's critical infrastructure 
— including water supplies and the electrical grid — failed in 
the Senate on Thursday despite strong endorsements from top 
military and national security officials. 

Senators voted 52 to 46 in favor of the bill, coming up 
short of the two-thirds majority necessary to advance it to a 
final vote. The GOP filibuster further stalls years of bipartisan 
efforts to establish stricter security standards and, some 
experts say, could leave the nation vulnerable to widespread 
hacking or a serious cyberattack. 

“This is one of those days when I fear for our country, 
and I’m not proud of the United States Senate,” Sen. Joseph I. 
Lieberman (I-Conn.), one of the bill’s chief sponsors, said 
before the vote. “We’ve got a crisis, and it’s one that we all 
acknowledge. It’s not just that there’s a theoretical or 
speculative threat of cyberattack against our country — it’s 
real.” 

In hopes of moving the bill forward, the White House and 
Democratic and Republican sponsors of the measure had 
agreed to weaken the proposal by making stricter security 
standards voluntary, instead of mandatory, for the large 
private firms that control most of the nation’s infrastructure. 

On Wednesday, Gen. Martin Dempsey, the chairman of 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff, and John O. Brennan, the White 
House counterterrorism adviser, voiced support for the 
measure. President Obama wrote a rare op-ed, in the Wall 
Street Journal, in favor of the bill, in hopes of garnering 
enough votes. 

But even voluntary standards are strongly opposed by 
many in the business sector. The U.S. Chamber of Commerce, 
which made a big push against the bill, threatened to track 

how lawmakers voted on the measure in its influential annual 
assessments. 

In a statement, the White House blasted Thursday’s vote. 
“Despite the president’s repeated calls for Congress to act on 
this legislation . . . the politics of obstructionism, driven by 
special interest groups seeking to avoid accountability, 
prevented Congress from passing legislation to better protect 
our nation from potentially catastrophic -cyber-attacks,” White 
House press secretary Jay Carney said. 

The challenge surrounding cybersecurity is that most of 
the nation’s vulnerable systems — the computer networks that 
run the nation’s power, water, transportation and 
communications — are overseen by the private sector. 

Republican critics of the bill argued that any 
cybersecurity standards — whether mandatory or voluntary — 
would place a financial strain on private companies. They say 
government intervention is not necessary on this issue. 

The legislation also included a provision that would 
encourage the sharing of cyberthreat data between government 
and industry. House lawmakers, who have passed a cyber-
information-sharing bill, urged the Senate to follow suit. 

“This can’t be the end of the story,” House intelligence 
committee Chairman Mike Rogers (R-Mich.) said of the vote. 
“The Senate needs to get back to work . . . and pass an 
information-sharing bill.” 

Congress is scheduled to leave Friday for a month-long 
recess, and supporters could not immediately say when the 
issue might be brought up again for a vote. Sen. Harry M. 
Reid (D-Nev.) voted against the measure, reserving the right 
as majority leader to reintroduce it at a later date. 
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53. Bill By Oklahoma Sen. Tom Coburn Increases Pressure For Pentagon Audit 
(OKLAHOMA CITY OKLAHOMAN 03 AUG 12) ... Chris Casteel 

WASHINGTON -- Stepping up pressure on the Pentagon 
to get its financial books in order, Sen. Tom Coburn 
introduced a bill Thursday that would stall the production of 
new weapons systems until the Defense Department can 
perform an audit. 

Coburn, R-Muskogee, was joined by Sen. Joe Manchin, 
D-W.Va., and seven other senators from both parties on 
legislation called the "Audit the Pentagon Act." 

"By failing to pass an audit, the Pentagon has undermined 
our national security," Coburn said in a statement. 

"This bill ends the culture of 'don't ask, don't tell' 
budgeting within the Pentagon that says, 'don't ask us how 
we're spending money because we can't tell you.'" 

The Government Accountability Office has placed the 
Pentagon in its "high risk" group because the Defense 
Department can't ensure "basic accountability" of the hundreds 
of billions of dollars received each year. 

The department's financial management deficiencies 
adversely affect its ability to control costs; anticipate future 
costs; measure performance; maintain control of funds; 

prevent and detect fraud, waste and abuse; and address 
pressing management issues, the GAO says. 

Defense Secretary Leon Panetta has made it a priority to 
get the Pentagon "audit ready" by 2014 -- three years ahead of 
a congressional mandate. Robert F. Hale, comptroller of the 
Defense Department, told a Senate subcommittee in April the 
Pentagon must "change our business practices -- we're with 
you there -- and we are doing it." 

Coburn's bill aims to give the department some carrots 
and sticks to get its books ready to audit. The Pentagon would 
get more flexibility in how money can be used or transferred 
among accounts, and it would have to file fewer reports to 
Congress. 

The legislation would transfer the Defense Finance and 
Accounting Service to the Treasury Department and create a 
chief management office empowered to fix the Pentagon's 
finances and information technology problems. It would 
prohibit any weapon system from progressing past the 
research and development phase until the Pentagon could 
audit its books. 
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"How can we protect taxpayer dollars from waste and 
abuse or set the priorities for protecting our freedoms, if the 
Defense Department can't even tell us how these vast sums of 
money are being spent?" said Sen. Claire McCaskill, a 

Missouri Democrat. "This legislation is bipartisan, it's 
common sense, and it'll take some big steps toward stronger 
accountability over federal spending." 
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54. Congress Halts Posting Of Civilian, Military Officials' Assets 
(REUTERS 02 AUG 12) ... David Lawder 

WASHINGTON -- In a last-minute act before skipping 
out on a five-week vacation, the Congress on Thursday 
temporarily spared thousands of top military officers and 
civilian government officials from having their financial assets 
publicly posted -- and exposed to hackers and spies. 

Had both the House and Senate not acted before leaving 
town, the financial disclosures for the military and executive 
branch officials from the Pentagon to the State and Treasury 
departments would have been posted to agency websites by 
August 31, thanks to Congress' own inadvertent handiwork. 

The public posting plan, which also was to include a 
convenient searchable database that could be used by identity 
thieves and foreign intelligence services alike, was part of 
legislation enacted in April to deter insider trading by 
members of Congress. 

The provision of the so-called STOCK Act was aimed at 
spreading some disclosure pain to the Obama administration 
by requiring the posting of data for 28,000 executive-branch 
officials. The annual financial disclosures include assets such 
as bank accounts, stock and mutual fund holdings, investment 
properties, major non-mortgage debts and sales and purchases 
of these assets. 

However, it later emerged that this treasure trove of 
information could pose a national security risk. 

"What a bonanza for domestic and foreign criminal 
groups, terrorist organizations and foreign intelligence 

services intent on harming U.S. national security officials," 
said John Bellinger, a former State Department and White 
House legal adviser. 

"With the anonymous click of a button, they can know 
which executive branch officials have the most assets or the 
greatest debts," said Bellinger, now a national security lawyer 
with Arnold & Porter LLP in Washington. "Foreign 
intelligence services spend billions to try to find out who's 
vulnerable to influence, and this would lay it all out for them." 

U.S. officials posted in foreign countries could be put at 
risk of kidnappings, he added. 

On Friday, both the House and Senate by voice vote and 
with no debate, passed a measure to delay the effective date 
for posting any executive branch disclosures until September 
30. The stop-gap will be sent to President Barack Obama to be 
signed into law. 

Congress returns from its break on September 10 and can 
make further changes at that time before any information gets 
posted. 

Bellinger and a group of other former U.S. national 
security officials had been pressing Congress for a full 
exemption for any executive branch official with a security 
clearance. 
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OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
55. William Deligne: America's Navy Serves West Virginians  
A good-to-go force is crucial to keeping the U.S. secure 
(CHARLESTON (W VA) DAILY MAIL 02 AUG 12) 

America'S Navy is our nation's front line in war and in 
peace, operating on, above and below the sea. 

Think of the Navy as America's "away team," deployed 
around the world, defending our nation's interests every day. 

When the Navy kicked off its community outreach 
program earlier this year, I was truly excited for the 
opportunity to come home to West Virginia, along with Petty 
Officer Ronald Anthony, to share the Navy's story.   

I grew up in Ansted, just up U.S. 60, and most of my 
family still lives in the area. I earned a bachelor's degree in 
engineering from West Virginia University. 

The values and skills I developed in West Virginia are put 
to use every day in my role as the executive director for the 
Navy's aircraft carrier program. 

Petty Officer Anthony of Ravenswood is assigned as an 
electrician aboard the nuclear-powered ballistic submarine 
USS West Virginia (SSBN 736). 

Today, Navy ships fight on the sea, Navy submarines 
fight under the sea, and Navy aircraft fight over the sea - 
taking off from and landing on Navy aircraft carriers. 

These carriers have parts built right here in West Virginia.   
This ability to act from the sea is critical to national 

security. It gives the Navy the power to protect America's 
interests - anywhere, anytime. 

The United States is a maritime nation, bounded by 
oceans on both sides. Consider that water covers about 70 
percent of the earth's surface. About 80 percent of the world's 
population lives near the sea, and about 90 percent of all world 
trade by volume travels by sea.   

In preparation for my trip, I ran across Department of 
Commerce figures on the significant increase of West 
Virginia's exports in 2011, and quoting Gov. Earl Tomblin on 
the importance of international sales and exporting to the 
state's economic growth.   

In other words, what happens on the sea matters. 
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It matters to world peace. It matters to our economy and 
to the preservation of prosperity. 

It also matters to our national defense. 
A strong Navy is necessary to preserve the American way 

of life. 
The Navy's job continues to get bigger. The president's 

national security strategy emphasizes our commitment in the 
Asia-Pacific and Middle East regions, vast maritime areas of 
the world ideally suited for naval operations and in which the 
Navy maintains a robust presence.   

Elsewhere in the world, we face diverse challenges. We 
are a nation at war. 

We face a terrorist network that has attacked our country 
before, and vows to do so again.  

Unstable regimes are developing nuclear weapons. Rising 
powers have begun military buildups to match their economic 
growth. 

Weak and failed states create havens for groups that seek 
to do us harm, such as al Qaeda in Afghanistan and pirates in 
Somalia. 

Climate change is creating new conflicts, as Arctic 
melting foments disputes over shipping lanes and oil supplies 
previously locked in ice.  

The Navy is ideally suited for this kind of world because 
the Navy is fast, flexible and by its very nature, ready and 
operating forward. Our ships, submarines and aircraft can go 
anywhere on the sea on short notice, and they can do all of 
their work from the sea. 

From the sea, Navy SEAL teams can carry out special 
operations worldwide. 

In a humanitarian crisis like the devastating earthquake 
and tsunami that struck northern Japan last year, or the 
earthquake which ravaged Haiti in 2010, the Navy can deliver 
relief supplies and provide medical care. 

On any given day, the Navy has the ability to attack a 
terrorist camp, capture a pirate vessel, and deliver emergency 
relief, all in different parts of the world. 

Being able to do all of these things from the sea is 
important, as we may not be able to get another country's 
permission to come ashore. 

Our ready force also requires us to be smart about how we 
power our ships, aircraft and submarines. That's why the Navy 
is a leader in pursuing our warfighting advantage through 
innovation in energy. 

By 2016, the Navy will sail the Great Green Fleet, a 
carrier strike group composed of nuclear-powered ships, 
hybrid electric ships running on biofuel, and aircraft flying on 
biofuel.  We have tripled our solar energy use, and we are 
exploring wind, geothermal and hydrothermal power. 

These initiatives will give us a warfighting advantage in 
the next war. They may help avoid the next war altogether. 

In today's world, power must be ready, fast, flexible and 
operating forward. This requires warfighting sailors who are 
highly trained, highly motivated and courageous, Sailors who 
are capable of meeting any challenge. 

It requires the best Sailors in the world - the men and 
women of the U.S, Navy. 

All Americans deserve to know what the Navy brings to 
the national security equation, that their Navy is America's 
away team, deployed around the world, defending our nation's 
interests every day. 

That's why I'm so proud that Petty Officer Anthony and I 
were selected for the honor of bringing this message to the 
people of West Virginia. I hope the community will come out 
to visit us during our stay. 

Deligne is the senior civilian official responsible for the 
daily operation of the aircraft carriers of the U.S. Navy. 
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56. Our View 
It's Time To Cancel The Blank Check On Defense Spending 
 ... Apply flexibility to Pentagon cuts 

(USA TODAY 03 AUG 12) 
There's a growing outcry, bordering on hysteria, about the 

cuts in military spending slated to take effect in January. 
"Doomsday," says Defense Secretary Leon Panetta. 
"Crippling," says Rep. Buck McKeon, R-Calif., chairman of 
the House Armed Services Committee. "Devastating," says 
former vice president Dick Cheney. About 10,000 workers 
might have to be laid off, warns Lockheed Martin, a major 
contractor. 

OK, let's take a calm look at this, starting with why the 
cuts are looming. The sky-is-falling crowd has a point, but a 
limited one, and getting this right is important. 

The reason these cuts could kick in five months from now 
is because Congress and the Obama administration agreed to 
them last year. Yes, the cuts provoking such angst today were 
willingly approved by both parties as the alternative if a 
congressional "supercommittee" couldn't find some way to 
reduce the deficit. The supercommittee then predictably did 
nothing, triggering the cuts. 

The defense reductions would be harmful not so much for 
their size — about $55 billion each year for nine years — but 
for the way the Pentagon would be required to make them: 

mindlessly across the board, slashing crucial programs as well 
as ones that ought to be cut. The right way to make reductions 
this size is to phase them in, giving the Pentagon time to plan 
and more flexibility to choose what goes and what stays. 

Here's the important thing, though: Defense spending has 
more than doubled since 9/11, and with the United States out 
of Iraq and planning to leave Afghanistan in 2014, there's 
room for reductions. This year's military outlays are expected 
to reach $716 billion, up from $294 billion in 2000. As troops 
come home and the fighting ends, it's time to cancel the post-
9/11 blank check and think seriously about how big a military 
the nation can afford. 

Defense contractors and their allies in Congress argue that 
the Pentagon is already absorbing significant cuts under the 
same agreement that spawned the supercommittee. True, but 
in the context of out-of-control deficits and a dangerous rise in 
the national debt, defense can do more. 

An analysis by the Center for Strategic and International 
Studies shows that the post-9/11 spending surge was bigger in 
inflation-adjusted dollars than the buildups for the Korean 
War, the Vietnam War and the Cold War. All three of those 
conflicts were followed by spending drawdowns that averaged 
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about 37%. Today, plans call for a defense drawdown of about 
8% over 10 years; adding a cutback the size of the one 
scheduled to start next year would bring that to 17%. 

Many of the same members of Congress who complain so 
loudly about the impending defense cuts repeatedly block the 
Pentagon from making smart reductions. The military 
suggested closing more unneeded military bases and raising 
the super-low premiums and copays for the Tricare health 
insurance program for military retirees. Congress wasn't 
interested, but it continues to insist on building planes, tanks 
and other hardware the Pentagon doesn't want. 

The looming military cuts would no doubt be disruptive 
for the Pentagon, military personnel and people who work in 

defense plants. It would send a terrible message, however, if 
Congress simply kicks the deficit can down the road again. 

Defense outlays, which represent about one-fifth of the 
federal budget, should be dealt with as part of a bipartisan 
"grand bargain" on long-term debt reduction that balances 
spending cuts and revenue increases. Such a plan fell apart last 
summer but could rise from the ashes after the election as 
members of Congress confront a "fiscal cliff" of tax and 
spending changes. 

Lawmakers like to promise to punish themselves if they 
don't do their jobs. The honorable way out of this mess is for 
them to do what they promised in the first place. 
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57. Opposing View 
Cuts Threaten Security, Economy 
 ... Vital interests are at stake 

(USA TODAY 03 AUG 12) Marion C. Blakey 
Requiring defense, which takes up 20% of the federal 

budget, to absorb 50% of $1.2 trillion in "sequestration" cuts 
to the federal budget is a bad idea that would harm vital 
national interests. 

The Defense Department is already absorbing a $487 
billion reduction in defense spending over 10 years mandated 
in last summer's Budget Control Act. Additional cuts from 
sequestration would tear through muscle and into the bone of 
America's national security. They would diminish our ability 
to replenish equipment that has been worn down after a 
decade of conflict. 

Today, the average age of an Air Force plane is 23 years, 
and the Navy fleet has shrunk by 15% since 1998. Research 
and development on new defense systems would also be 
reduced, undermining the technological advantage that has 
allowed America to field dozens of innovations ahead of our 
battlefield opponents. Meanwhile, countries such as China and 
Russia are aggressively upping their military investments. 

Comparing today's budget with past defense drawdowns 
neglects fundamental changes in our armed forces. During the 
"hollow Army" years of the 1970s, we spent less than $40,000 
per servicemember. The modern servicemember requires 

$90,000 to $100,000. This keeps our troops safe, and 
Americans wouldn't want any less. 

Equally bad, sequestration would harm the economy, 
which is crucial to our long-term security. A study conducted 
for the Aerospace Industries Association by respected George 
Mason University economist Stephen Fuller found that 
sequestration would put at risk 1 million defense-dependent 
jobs. Fuller also determined that the $1.2 trillion in defense 
and non-defense cuts would: 

*Reduce our GDP by $215 billion, or two-thirds of 
America's expected economic growth in 2013. 

*Decrease personal earnings of the workforce by $109.4 
billion. 

With this bigger picture in focus, we are reminded that 
sequestration is not simply a defense problem. It's an 
American problem. 

It's time for our elected officials to get to the hard work of 
governing and craft a solution that addresses our long-term 
economic concerns without sacrificing national security and 
the economy in the short term. 

Marion C. Blakey is president and CEO of the Aerospace 
Industries Association. 
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58. Israeli Rhetoric Not Seen Leading To Iran War -- Yet 
(REUTERS 02 AUG 12) ... Crispian Balmer 

JERUSALEM -- For all its recent tough talk, Israel looks 
highly unlikely to launch an attack against Iran ahead of U.S. 
presidential elections in November, hoping that Washington 
will ultimately do the heavy lifting. 

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu delivered a 
blunt, public message to U.S. Secretary of Defense Leon 
Panetta on Wednesday that time was running out to tackle Iran 
and that U.S. policies to curtail its nuclear program had so far 
failed. 

An uptick of Israeli rhetoric this summer has fuelled 
speculation that Netanyahu is poised to follow through on a 
long-standing threat to attack Iran and destroy nuclear sites 
that many believe are geared towards creating an atomic 
bomb. 

Iran says its nuclear program is peaceful and it would 
retaliate if attacked. 

Washington also believes Iran is seeking the ability to 
make a bomb and says it reserves the right to use force to 
prevent it, but has urged Israel to allow time for tough new 
U.S. and EU economic sanctions imposed this year to have an 
effect. 

An array of analysts in Israel see an Israeli strike in 
coming months as unlikely, pointing to the huge difficulties 
posed by military action coupled with the political intricacies 
of defying Washington in the run-up to the U.S. vote. 

An Israeli official told Reuters Netanyahu's inner council, 
comprising the coalition's eight top ministers, had not 
discussed Iran in detail since last year, suggesting there was 
nothing imminent in the works. 

"The octet hasn't held a proper discussion of Iran for 
months - since October, as far as I can recall," said the official, 
who had been briefed on the closed-door sessions. 
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"It's possible that, since then, Iran came up during other 
sessions, but I wouldn't count those as serious discussions. 
You can't make any concrete decisions or policy advances in 
an hour-long chat on the sidelines of a different agenda." 

In addition, the official said the octet remained split on 
the issue, while Israel's top military and intelligence echelon 
were "entirely against" launching a unilateral strike on distant 
and well-fortified Iranian targets that would pose an 
unprecedented challenge to their forces. 

Government spokesman Mark Regev declined to 
comment on the octet discussions. "This is a confidential 
forum," he said. 

Netanyahu said this week that media reports about top-
level opposition from past and present security chiefs was 
"harmful", while analysts said their reluctance could stay his 
hand. 

"It is very, very difficult to see a situation where a prime 
minister will go against the advice not just of the former heads 
of (spy agencies) Mossad and Shin Bet, but most of the 
military commanders," said Uzi Rabi, director of the Moshe 
Dayan Centre for Middle Eastern studies in Tel Aviv. 

Conceivably these internal divisions prompted Netanyahu 
to be particularly outspoken alongside Panetta on Monday, 
looking to drown out the naysayers with his uncompromising 
language. 

"Neither sanctions nor diplomacy has yet had any impact 
on Iran's nuclear weapons program," he said, effectively 
writing off all efforts by President Barack Obama to influence 
Iran. 

Panetta appeared caught off-guard by Netanyahu's 
remarks, which came after two days of talks aimed at 
reassuring Israel that Washington was determined to halt Iran's 
nuclear ambitions. 

Despite the tone of Netanyahu's comments, concerns over 
an imminent Israeli strike have eased in U.S. defense circles 
since early in the year. American officials also still do not 
believe that Iran has made the decision to build a nuclear 
weapon. 

Whether or not Iran has actually decided to build a bomb, 
Israel, widely seen as the only nuclear-armed state in the 
Middle East, does not want Tehran to possess the capability to 
do so, a prospect it views as an existential threat. 

It says Iran's nuclear program must be halted before 
Tehran is able to defend it well enough to make a military 
response impossible, a deadline it says is approaching quickly 
as Iran disperses its capabilities in better-protected sites. 

With a less potent air force than the Americans have at 
their disposal, Israel's window of opportunity for a damaging 
strike is more limited, experts say, hence the speculation that 
the Jewish state must act soon if it wants to be effective. 

But not everyone buys into that. 

"I believe we have time. I support the American 
assessment that in four months time, or in half a year it won't 
be too late," said retired Brigadier General Uzi Eilam, senior 
research fellow at the Institute for National Security Studies 
(INSS). 

"In any case, I don't believe that Israel should be the only 
one to lead military action against Iran. It would be much 
better for the United States to lead it." 

Top-level Israeli officials have repeatedly questioned the 
notion that economic sanctions alone might influence Iran, 
noting that the only time Tehran halted work was shortly after 
the U.S. invasion of Iraq in 2003, when it feared attack. 

It later resumed activities as the U.S. military got 
progressively bogged down in the Iraq insurgency. 

"We need a strong and credible military threat coupled 
with the sanctions to have a chance to change that situation," 
Netanyahu said on Sunday. By extension, Israel will only 
remain credible if it shows it is ready to follow through on 
threats. 

Amongst those warning against complacency is the ex-
Mossad head Efraim Halevy. 

"If I were Iranian, I would be very worried about the next 
12 weeks," he told Israel Radio on Thursday. 

A recent stream of top-level U.S. officials to Israel, 
including Panetta and national security adviser Tom Donilon, 
suggests Washington is eager for first-hand information on its 
plans, and equally eager to prevent a flare-up before 
November. 

The elections pose both a challenge and a potential 
opportunity to Netanyahu. 

Speaking in May, one senior Israeli figure with close ties 
to the leadership said he thought the prime minister had 
decided to attack and saw the run-up to the election as an 
advantage, believing Obama would be bounced into 
supporting Netanyahu's actions under pressure from a largely 
pro-Israel electorate. 

The subsequent consequences of war, including a likely 
surge in oil prices, could yet impact the outcome of the U.S. 
ballot, with voters already deeply concerned about the 
economy. 

That could help Obama's opponent, Mitt Romney, who is 
ideologically much closer to Netanyahu than the Democratic 
leader. But would Israel, which is so dependent on U.S. 
support, risk making such an impact on U.S. domestic 
politics? 

Ephraim Kam, deputy director of Tel Aviv university's 
INSS, believes Netanyahu will hold off. 

"It would not be healthy for Israeli-U.S. relations to carry 
out such a significant attack that might influence the election. 
So my guess is they won't do it before early November, 
because it might embarrass the U.S. administration," he said. 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Detachment Participates In Bold Alligator Aboard Lejeune 
(JACKSONVILLE (NC) DAILY NEWS 02 FEB 12) ... Hope Hodge 

While thousands of U.S. and Coalition troops will be sailing off the coast of Camp Lejeune during the next two weeks for the 
amphibious exercise Bold Alligator, a smaller detachment will be participating from directly aboard the base. 

 
2. DOD Begins Prorating Imminent Danger Pay 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 02 FEB 12) ... Jim Garamone 

WASHINGTON -- Service members now will receive imminent danger pay only for days they actually spend in hazardous areas, 
Pentagon officials said here today. 

 
3. MCPON Visits Sailors Aboard Constitution 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 02 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Thomas L. Rosprim, Office of the Master Chief 
Petty Officer of the Navy 

CHARLESTOWN, Mass. -- Master Chief Petty Officer of the Navy (MCPON) spoke to Sailors stationed aboard USS 
Constitution Jan. 31, as they prepare for War of 1812 Bicentennial celebrations this year. 

 
4. Navy Unveils Plan For 16 Littorals In San Diego 
Additional ships mean 1,700 more Sailors 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 02 FEB 12) ... Jeanette Steele 

The Navy plans to assign as many as 16 of its new littoral ship class to San Diego, up from the dozen reported last year. 
 

5. Transition Benefits: NPC Officials To Discuss Post-ERB Matters At Florida Bases 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 02 FEB 12) ... Navy Personnel Command Public Affairs 

MILLINGTON, Tenn. -- Representatives from Navy Personnel Command's fleet engagement team will meet with Sailors, 
families and leadership in Florida to discuss post-Enlisted Retention Board (ERB) matters and transition benefits, officials said Feb. 2. 

 

CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
6. Assault Craft Unit 4 Plays Key Role In Bold Alligator 2012 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 03 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Corbin Shea, USS Kearsarge Public Affairs 

ABOARD USS KEARSARGE, Atlantic Ocean -- Exercise Bold Alligator 2012 is in full swing and Sailors from Assault Craft 
Unit (ACU) 4 are playing a vital role in getting Marines and their equipment where they need to be. 

 
7. Amphibious Construction Battalion 2 Supports Bold Alligator Water, Fuel Needs 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 02 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Jonathan Pankau, Amphibious Construction 
Battalion 2 Public Affairs 

VIRGINIA BEACH, Va. -- Amphibious Construction Battalion 2 (PHIBCB 2) deployed Jan. 31 to support Exercise Bold 
Alligator units with vital water and fuel transfers. 

 
8. U.S. Military Back In Thailand For Flood Relief Efforts 
(STARS AND STRIPES 03 FEB 12) ... Matthew M. Burke 

SASEBO NAVAL BASE, Japan -- Following a brief respite, the U.S. military has returned to Thailand to continue flood relief 
efforts. 
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9. Former First Lady Marks Command Change 
(HONOLULU STAR-ADVERTIERS 02 FEB 12) ... William Cole 

Former first lady Laura Bush, the “sponsor” of the submarine USS Texas, was at Pearl Harbor Wednesday to congratulate the 
sub’s captain, Cmdr. Robert Roncska — better known to President George W. Bush as “Navy Bob” — for a job well done as Roncska 
moves on to a new position. 

 
10. War Experience Boosts Spec Ops' Hostage Rescues 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 02 FEB 12) ... Jason Straziuso 

NAIROBI, Kenya - Roy Hallums was enduring his 311th day of captivity, blindfolded, his hands and feet bound, stuffed into a 
hole under the floor of a farm building outside Baghdad. He heard a commotion upstairs and managed to get the blindfold off. Delta 
Force troops broke open the hatch. An American soldier jumped down. 

 
11. USS Shoup Returns To Everett After Overhaul Work 
(EVERETT (WA) HERALD 02 FEB 12) 

EVERETT -- The USS Shoup arrived home in Everett at dusk Thursday following a seven-month dry-dock overhaul at a Seattle 
shipyard. 

 
12. Navy Engineers Develop New Smart Magazines For The DOD Lock Program 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 02 FEB 12) ... Darrell E. Waller, NAVFAC ESC Public Affairs 

PORT HUENEME, Calif. -- The Department of Defense's (DOD) Lock Program is conducting tests this week to improve the 
physical security of explosives magazines in use throughout the Navy and other armed forces. 

 

GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
13. Israel: Iran Must Be Stopped Soon 
Warning against nuclear program; Western leaders fear consequences of airstrike 
(WASHINGTON POST 03 FEB 12) ... Joel Greenberg and Joby Warrick 

JERUSALEM — Israeli leaders on Thursday delivered one of the bluntest warnings to date of possible airstrikes against Iranian 
nuclear sites, adding to the anxiety in Western capitals that a surprise attack by Israel could spark a broader military conflict in the 
Middle East. 

 
14. U.S. Fears Iran's Links To Al Qaeda 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 03 FEB 12) ... Siobhan Gorman 

WASHINGTON—U.S. officials say they believe Iran recently gave new freedoms to as many as five top al Qaeda operatives 
who have been under house arrest, including the option to leave the country, and may have provided some material aid to the terrorist 
group. 

 
15. Philippines Turns Toward U.S. As Concerns Grow Over China's Intentions 
China, citing historical discoveries, says that the entire South China Sea should be its own exclusive 
economic zone. The Philippines, however, shares a long border with the sea and sees some of it as its own. 
So does Vietnam, and other regional countries. That's got some a little nervous. 
(PUBLIC RADIO INTERNATIONAL 02 FEB 12) ... Mary Kay Magistad 

China’s got a big appetite for energy, and it's expected to double over the next quarter-century. 
 

16. Old Weapons, New Threats Fuel India Military Rise 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 02 FEB 12) ... Giles Hewitt 

NEW DELHI — India’s planned purchase of 126 fighters from France’s Dassault marks the latest stage in a huge military 
procurement cycle that has turned the world’s largest democracy into its biggest arms importer. 

 
17. Russia To Build 6 Submarines Annually – Deputy PM 
(RIA NOVOSTI 02 FEB 12) 

SEVERODVINSK - Russia will start producing six submarines and one aircraft carrier annually starting in 2013, Deputy Prime 
Minister Dmitry Rogozin said on Thursday. 

 
18. Britain Vows To Step Up Fight Against Somali Terrorism, Piracy 
(VOICE OF AMERICA 02 FEB 12) ... Mohammed Yusuf 

In a visit to Somalia's capital of Mogadishu Thursday, British Foreign Secretary William Hague promised to step up the fight 
against terrorism and piracy. Hague is the first British foreign secretary to visit the war-ravaged city in two decades. 
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19. NATO To Base Missile-Shield Command In Germany 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 02 FEB 12) 

BRUSSELS — NATO will locate the command center for its U.S.-.led missile shield at the alliance air base in Ramstein, 
Germany, a diplomat told AFP on Feb. 2. 

 

PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
20. USFF Requests Volunteers For Afloat Forward Staging Base 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 02 FEB 12) ... U.S. Fleet Forces Public Affairs 

NORFOLK -- U.S. Fleet Forces Command (USFF) beagn requesting volunteers from USFF activities to man the soon-to-be 
redesignated USS Ponce (LPD 15) for operations in the U.S. Central Command (USCENTCOM) Area of Responsibility (AOR), Feb. 
2. 

 
21. Tuskegee Airman Son, Navy Captain Speaks At NSWC PCD Black History Month Ceremony 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 02 FEB 12) ... Jacqui L. Barker, Naval Surface Warfare Center Panama City Division Public Affairs 

PANAMA CITY, Fla. -- The son of a Tuskegee Airman and commanding officer of Naval Surface Warfare Center Port Hueneme 
Division (NSWC PHD) served as the Naval Surface Warfare Center Panama City Division (NSWC PCD) Black History Month 
keynote speaker Feb. 1. 

 
22. NMCB 74 Project: Great For Naval Air Station, Better For Training Seabees 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 02 FEB 12) ... Chief Mass Communication Specialist Scott B. Boyle, 25th Naval Construction Regiment 
Public Affairs 

CORPUS CHRISTI, Texas -- Training to be a Seabee requires more than studying manuals or sitting in a classroom. To excel in 
all aspects of construction, today's Seabees need real world, hands-on experience. The Construction Training Exercise (CTX) is 
designed for that very purpose. 

 
23. Naval Academy Seniors To Choose Ships 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 02 FEB 12) 

ANNAPOLIS, Md. — It’s a big night for some seniors at the U.S. Naval Academy. 
 

24. Navy Tax Centers Open For Tax Preparation 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 02 FEB 12) ... Dania Bardavid, Office of the Judge Advocate General Public Affairs 

WASHINGTON -- More than 100 Navy Tax Assistance Centers around the world are now open for business, ready to assist 
Sailors and their family members with their taxes. 

 
25. NAVFAC Announces 2012 Engineers Of The Year 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 02 FEB 12) ... Don Rochon, Naval Facilities Engineering Command Public Affairs 

WASHINGTON -- Commander, Naval Facilities Engineering Command announced the 2012 NAVFAC military and civilian 
Engineers of the Year award recipients Feb. 2. 

 
26. NAVFAC Pacific Announces 2012 Federal Engineer Of The Year 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 02 FEB 12) ... Krista K. Catian, Naval Facilities Engineering Command Public Affairs 

PEARL HARBOR -- Naval Facilities Engineering Command (NAVFAC) Pacific Commander Rear Admiral Kate Gregory 
presented Clint Hashiba with the 2012 Federal Engineer of the Year award Feb. 1 at NAVFAC Pacific headquarters. 

 
27. Dahlgren Training Center Announces Its Civilian Of The Year 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 02 FEB 12) ... Kimberly M. Lansdale, Center for Surface Combat Systems 

DAHLGREN, Va. -- The Center for Surface Combat System's (CSCS) Aegis Training and Readiness Center (ATRC) announced 
it top civilian employee Feb. 2. 

 
28. Navy Discharges 8 Sailors Over Possible Hazing Incident 
Discharged Sailor Claims Alleged Hazing Was 'Roughhousing' 
(KGTV ABC SAN DIEGO 02 FEB 12) ... John Carroll 

SAN DIEGO -- U.S. Navy officials discharged eight Sailors from the USS Bonhomme Richard for an alleged incident of hazing 
and assault. 
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29. It Pays To Retire As Military's Top Brass 
Some can make more in pensions than pay 
(USA TODAY 03 FEB 12) ... Tom Vanden Brook 

A change in federal law to keep experienced officers in uniform allows top generals and admirals to make more in retirement than 
they did on active duty, Pentagon and congressional records show. 

 

FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
30. U.S. Navy Still Sees Savings On Its Version Of Northrop Drone 
(REUTERS 03 FEB 12) ... Andrea Shalal-Esa 

WASHINGTON - The U.S. Navy still hopes to find cost savings on its version of Northrop Grumman Corp's unmanned Global 
Hawk spy plane, despite concerns that the Pentagon's decision to scrap the Air Force model will eliminate promised economies of 
scale. 

 
31. Navy's Newest Tactical Satellite Nearing Launch 
(DEFENSE DAILY 03 FEB 12) 

The first of the Navy's next generation of narrowband tactical satellites is set for launch later this month, with the entire 
constellation on course for operations within four years. 

 
32. Navy's 5th Fleet Receives Torpedo Upgrade 
(DEFENSE DAILY 03 FEB 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

The Navy's 5th Fleet has received software upgrades to the Mk 54 lightweight torpedoes under an urgent need to address a 
potential capability gap. 

 

BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
33. Lawmakers Say Mayport Move Not Fiscally Prudent 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 03 FEB 12) ... Bill Bartel 

NORFOLK -Now that Defense Secretary Leon Panetta has proposed a new defense strategy that involves reducing military 
spending, Hampton Roads' four congressmen want him to abandon plans to move a Norfolk-based aircraft carrier to Mayport, Fla. 

 
34. Joint Chiefs Chairman Pushes BRAC 
(GOVERNMENT EXECUTIVE 2 FEB 12) ... Caitlin Fairchild 

Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Martin Dempsey warned that if Congress fails to grant him the ability to balance Defense 
Department cuts worse problems could result, the American Forces Press Service reported Thursday. 

 
35. U.S. Gives Green Light To Offshore Wind Farms 
No major impact found in plans for turbines off Mid-Atlantic coast 
(BALTIMORE SUN 02 FEB 12) ... Timothy B. Wheeler 

Lighting Maryland homes with power from giant turbines off Ocean City moved closer to reality Thursday as federal officials 
announced they are ready to go forward with leasing vast areas along the Mid-Atlantic coast for wind farms. 

 
36. Obama Said To Curtail $21 Billion Plan To Expand Military Presence In Guam 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 02 FEB 12) ... Roxana Tiron and Gopal Ratnam 

President Barack Obama plans to curtail a plan costing as much as $21.1 billion to expand the U.S. military’s presence in Guam 
and instead will rotate some of the Marines through the Asia-Pacific region, people familiar with the matter said. 

 
37. Senator Guthertz Remains Optimistic We'll See A "Good Sized Buildup" 
(PACIFIC NEWS CENTER (GUAM) 02 FEB 12) ... Clynt Ridgell 

GUAM  The Legislature's Military Buildup Chair, Senator Judi Guthertz, couldn't confirm the Kyodo report that only 5-thousand, 
and not 8-thousand Marines would be coming to Guam. 

 
38. STARBASE-Atlantis Patuxent River Launches 2.0 Mentoring Program 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 02 FEB 12) ... Ed Barker, Naval Education and Training Command Public Affairs 

PATUXENT RIVER, Md. -- The Naval Education and Training Command announced Feb. 2, the STARBASE-Atlantis academy 
aboard Naval Air Station (NAS) Patuxent River has launched the Department of Defense (DOD) STARBASE 2.0 mentoring program 
with 24 students from Spring Ridge Middle School in Lexington Park, Md. 
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39. Navy Announces CSADD Chapters Of The Year 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 02 FEB 12) ... Chief of Naval Personnel Public Affairs 

WASHINGTON -- The Coalition of Sailors Against Destructive Decisions (CSADD) Sea and Shore chapters of the year were 
announced by the Chief of Naval Personnel Jan. 27, in NAVADMIN 038/12. 

 
40. Andrew Bynum Endorses The Safety Record Of The U.S. Navy 
(ESPN 02 FEB 12) ... Kamenetzky Brothers 

This year, Andrew Bynum will participate in his first All-Star Game, having won the balloting among Western Conference 
centers and the accompanying starting gig in a landslide. By definition, this means he'll be watching the game this year. 

 

NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
41. Assessing America’s Military Future 
The Diplomat's Assistant Editor Harry Kazianis speaks with U.S. Congressman James Langevin (D-RI) 
about the U.S. “pivot” to the Pacific, defense restructuring and emerging national security threats. 
(THE DIPLOMAT 02 FEB 12) ... Harry Kazianis 

The United States appears to be shifting its focus from counter-insurgency efforts towards a stronger role in the Asia-Pacific. Is 
this the right move, and if so what rewards and challenges await the United States? 

 
42. GOP Senators: Save Defense, Scale Back Federal Workforce 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 02 FEB 12) ... Nathan Hodge and Naftali Bendavid 

Defense – and how much to cut it – is shaping up as an important campaign issue. But a group of GOP senators Thursday said 
they would try to put the brakes on the so-called sequestration cuts that would trim military spending by an additional half a trillion 
dollars over the next decade. 

 
43. U.S. Lawmaker: Hold Commanders Responsible For Budget 
(DEFENSE NEWS 02 FEB 12) ... Rick Maze 

A key member of the House Armed Services Committee wants military commanders “held responsible” for keeping spending in 
check. 

 
44. Lawmakers Press For Answers On Hazing In Military 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 02 FEB 12) ... Donna Cassata 

WASHINGTON — The plea for congressional hearings on the military's efforts to prevent hazing was highly personal for one 
lawmaker. 

 
45. Obama Details Veterans Job Corps 
$1 billion program would focus on conservation 
(WASHINGTON POST 03 FEB 12) ... Steve Vogel 

President Obama will announce details Friday for a $1 billion Veterans Job Corps that the White House says will put up to 20,000 
veterans to work over the next five years on projects to preserve and restore national parks and other federal, state and local lands. 

 
46. Experts: Young Vets Unemployment Could Reach 50% 
(NAVY TIMES 02 FEB 12) ... Rick Maze 

The unemployment rate for young combat veterans — especially National Guard and reserve members — could reach 50 percent 
in the next two years, warns a veterans employment expert. 

 
47. TRICARE For Retirees Targeted As Defense Budgets Fall 
(STARS AND STRIPES 02 FEB 12) ... Tom Phillpott 

As defense budgets grew over the past decade, Congress shrugged off complaints of runaway military health costs and blocked 
every proposal from the Bush administration to raise TRICARE fees sharply on retirees. 

 
48. WRNMMC Uses New, Brain-Controlled Prosthetic Arm 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 02 FEB 12) ... Sarah Fortney, Walter Reed National Military Medical Center Public Affairs 

Bethesda, Md. -- A new prosthetic arm - operated by an individual's thoughts - was used by wounded warriors at the Walter Reed 
National Military Medical Center (WRNMMC) for the first time Jan. 24. 
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49. USO Promotes Healing Of ‘Invisible Wounds’ 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 01 FEB 12) ... Army Sgt. 1st Class Tyrone C. Marshall Jr. 

WASHINGTON – The USO has adapted to the needs of service members and their families throughout its 71-year history and 
continues to serve America’s troops as it works to educate others about the invisible wounds of war, a senior executive of the 
organization said. 

 

OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
50. Powering Down 
A decline in U.S. military might could upend the world order 
(WASHINGTON POST 03 FEB 12) ... Robert Kagan 

These days “soft” power and “smart” power are in vogue (who wants to make the case for “dumb” power?) while American 
“hard” power is on the chopping block. This is, in part, a symbolic sacrifice to the fiscal crisis — even though the looming defense 
cuts are a drop in the bucket compared with the ballooning entitlement spending that is not being cut. And partly this is the Obama 
administration’s election-year strategy of playing to a presumably war-weary nation. 

 
51. The Devil In The Deep Blue Detail 
Fiendishly complex disputes in the South China Sea dangerously simplified 
(THE ECONOMIST 04 FEB 12) 

The South China Sea and its myriad disputes have spawned academic analysis on an industrial scale. But as an attention-grabbing 
international issue, the wrangling has an image problem: so many contested, arcane technicalities; so many conferences and research 
papers—in sum, so much talk; but so few shots fired in anger. 

 
52. Budget Ax Poses Threat To Shipyard 
(PORTSMOUTH (NH) HERALD 03 FEB 12) ... Editorial 

Portsmouth Naval Shipyard workers and the Seacoast community learned last week that the dreaded spectre of a new Base 
Realignment and Closure process is being considered in Washington, D.C. 

 
53. Of A Mind To Attack Iran 
(WASHINGTON POST 03 FEB 12) ... David Ignatius 

BRUSSELS--Defense Secretary Leon Panetta has a lot on his mind these days, from cutting the defense budget to managing the 
drawdown of U.S. forces in Afghanistan. But his biggest worry is the growing possibility that Israel will attack Iran over the next few 
months. 

 
54. India's Strategic Importance To The U.S. 
(BOSTON GLOBE 03 FEB 12) ... Nicholas Burns 

We have grown accustomed to think of foreign policy as a series of unending crises in this complex time. And there are plenty of 
problems for Americans to confront overseas, from Iranian and North Korean nuclear ambitions to our decade-long war in 
Afghanistan. But success in foreign policy is also about taking advantage of opportunities. If coping with a more powerful China will 
be the great challenge for the United States in the next half century, India may be the great opportunity. 

 
55. Our Scantily Protected North Needs A Bigger Naval Show 
(SYDNEY MORNING HERALD 02 FEB 12) ... Scott Barnes 

Defence Minister Stephen Smith is right to consider expanding Australia's naval presence around the north-west coast of 
Australia. The location of ships in this country, with the vast majority at port in Sydney, is out of step with present and future reality, 
and is insufficient as both a deterrent and as a defensive measure. 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Detachment Participates In Bold Alligator Aboard Lejeune 
(JACKSONVILLE (NC) DAILY NEWS 02 FEB 12) ... Hope Hodge 

While thousands of U.S. and Coalition troops will be 
sailing off the coast of Camp Lejeune during the next two 
weeks for the amphibious exercise Bold Alligator, a smaller 
detachment will be participating from directly aboard the base. 

Detachments from the Navy’s Riverine Group 1, based in 
Virginia Beach, began patrolling waterways along Lejeune’s 
Mile Hammock Bay as the exercise began. 

The Riverine squadrons, Navy expeditionary elements 
equipped with agile, heavily armed patrol boats, have recently 
completed training and foreign government assistance 
deployments to a number of South American countries, 
Thailand and Bahrain, to name a few locations. In 2007, the 
first Riverine unit deployed to Iraq. 

Capt. Christopher Halton, the commodore of RIVGRU 1 
and commander of the Navy Expeditionary Force deployed for 
Bold Alligator, explained that in the exercise scenario the 
Riverines had deployed to the fictional foreign nation of 
Amberland to build up security, develop infrastructure with 
well-digging and construction tasks, and to assist the local 
government in fending off forces of insurgents. With 
attachments to the unit including a civil affairs team and 
intelligence exploitation team, the sailors would also be able 
to assist shipboard allies in a number of capacities if 
conditions in the country were to change. 

“(The unit is) designed to be flexible, adaptive to 
whatever the commander needs,” Halton said. 

On Tuesday, while some members of an expeditionary 
training group worked with role-players to learn foreign 
weapons familiarization and others prepared to dig a deep 
water well, a detachment of Riverines cast off to patrol the 
waterways, demonstrating their vessels’ abilities to take 
hairpin turns, emergency stop within a boat length, and 
accelerate to speeds of 30 to 40 knots. 

Petty Officer 1st Class Justin Matt said the Riverines 
wanted to be familiar with the area so they could be prepared 
for any task they might receive as the mission unfolded. 

“You get out there, do the patrols and do the 
atmospherics, learn the area you’re in right now,” he said. “So 
that when the other mission sets come along, we know the 
area, we know the waterways, the hazards of navigation and 
what not.” 

While the troops were practiced in their roles, the 
uncertainty of a scenario that could change any minute gave 
their training an edge. 

“We want to know as much as we can,” Matt said. 
“Especially in a real-world situation, you want all the intel you 
can get, so you’re not walking into anything.” 

The NEF received an early reminder that anything could 
happen in realistic training. Halton said the unit’s forward 
operating base, located at Bogue Field, had been christened 
FOB Gallant Monday in honor of Petty Office 2nd Class 
Taylor Gallant, a Navy diver with Explosive Ordnance 
Disposal Mobile Unit 12 out of Virginia Beach, who died last 
week while on a dive mission in an incident that is still under 
investigation. 

“We had a sign made up and everything,” Halton said. 
“Our sailors take very personally the loss of a brother or sister 
in arms.” 

Elements of the NEF will remain on base past the end of 
Bold Alligator on Feb. 13, working with various units and 
participating in missions as the scenario dictates. 

View Clip (RT: 3:51) 
Broadcast Clip - Riverine Squadron 2 Participates In 

Bold Alligator 2012 
(YOUTUBE 02 FEB 12) U.S. Navy 
Riverine Squadron 2 conducts a high value asset escort 

mission with the amphibious transport dock ship USS San 
Antonio (LPD 17) in support of exercise Bold Alligator 2012. 

View Clip (RT: 0:34) 
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2. DOD Begins Prorating Imminent Danger Pay 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 02 FEB 12) ... Jim Garamone 

WASHINGTON -- Service members now will receive 
imminent danger pay only for days they actually spend in 
hazardous areas, Pentagon officials said here today. 

The change, which took effect yesterday, was included in 
the 2012 National Defense Authorization Act, which President 
Barack Obama signed into law Dec. 31. 

"Members will see the prorated amount in their Feb. 15 
pay records," Pentagon spokesman Navy Capt. John Kirby 
said. 

The act called for DOD to pay service members imminent 
danger pay only for the time they spend in areas that qualify 
for the pay. In the past, service members received $225 per 
month if they spent any time that month in an area where the 
pay was authorized. "This is a more targeted way of handling 
that pay," Kirby said. 

Now, service members will receive $7.50 a day for days 
spent in these areas. Personnel who travel to the designated 

areas for periods less than 30 days should keep track of the 
number of days they are in the area to verify that they are paid 
for the correct number of days, officials said. 

The military services are working to waive or remit debts 
for members who may have been overpaid for January, 
officials said. The services can waive this "when there is no 
indication of fraud, fault, misrepresentation, or when members 
were unaware they were overpaid," Pentagon spokeswoman 
Eileen Lainez said. 

Proration is based on a 30-day month, which translates 
into a rate of $7.50 per day. It does not matter if the month is 
28 or 31 days long, officials explained; if service members 
serve in affected areas for the complete month, they will 
receive the full rate of $225 per month. 

The Defense Department defines imminent danger pay 
areas as places where members are subject to the threat of 
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physical harm or imminent danger because of civil 
insurrection, civil war, terrorism or wartime conditions. 

Service members who come under fire, regardless of 
location, will receive the full monthly hostile-fire pay amount 
of $225. 

Service members will receive notification of the change 
via emails, on the MyPay system, on social media sites and via 
the chain of command. 
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3. MCPON Visits Sailors Aboard Constitution 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 02 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Thomas L. Rosprim, Office of the Master Chief 
Petty Officer of the Navy 

CHARLESTOWN, Mass. -- Master Chief Petty Officer of 
the Navy (MCPON) spoke to Sailors stationed aboard USS 
Constitution Jan. 31, as they prepare for War of 1812 
Bicentennial celebrations this year. 

"Whenever I visit Constitution I am always so motivated 
by the awesome Sailors stationed here," said MCPON(SS/SW) 
Rick D. West. "You are all truly outstanding representatives of 
our Navy." 

Currently, Constitution Sailors are set to participate in 
seven Fleet Weeks and five parades for War of 1812 
commemorations and the ship's Sailors are ready. 

"This is a monumental occasion for our Navy and our 
Nation," said West. "If you're not familiar with how the War 
of 1812 shaped both our country and its high regard for 
seapower, I encourage you to read up on it. I'm convinced 
you'll be as enthusiastic about giving it the proper recognition 
as our senior leaders are." 

During MCPON's visit, he shot a video to promote War of 
1812 events and climbed the ship's center mast. 

"I have been here several times but I have never had the 
opportunity to climb the mast, and this will remain a great 
memory for me," said West. "When I see these young Sailors 
climbing so fast and swift, it is a great compliment to the 

training and safety found, not only here, but throughout our 
Navy." 

MCPON spoke to the Sailors about where the Navy is 
today and complimented the command on its dedication to 
preserving history. At 214 years old, Constitution is the oldest 
commissioned warship afloat. 

"I honestly couldn't have asked for a better opportunity," 
said Aviation Electronics Technician 3rd Class Brian Pickett. 
"One of my best experiences here was actually being stationed 
up on the foremast of the ship - it is sort of like 'Pirates of the 
Caribbean' if you will. Jack Sparrow up there holding onto the 
lines, seeing the horizon in the distance as we set off from the 
harbor here; there is no substitute for that. I look forward to 
what is yet to come." 

"I love being on board USS Constitution," said Damage 
Controlman Fireman Ashley Fairfax. "Since I have been here I 
have grown as a Sailor; a disciplined Sailor for the United 
States Navy. I am proud to say I am a part of the most 
powerful Navy in the world." 

Look for MCPON's upcoming video on his Facebook 
page, www.facebook.com/mcpon, and for more information 
on the War of 1812 and the planned festivities to 
commemorate the 200th anniversary, visit 
www.ourflagwasstillthere.org/. 
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4. Navy Unveils Plan For 16 Littorals In San Diego 
Additional ships mean 1,700 more Sailors 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 02 FEB 12) ... Jeanette Steele 

The Navy plans to assign as many as 16 of its new littoral 
ship class to San Diego, up from the dozen reported last year. 

A draft environmental assessment released Thursday 
shows that the ships will mean 1,700 additional Sailors for San 
Diego Naval Base, plus 1,900 family members. 

The influx would occur through 2020. The first of the 
class, the Freedom, arrived in San Diego Bay in April 2010. 

The document projects no significant environmental 
impacts on San Diego as a result of the plan. No construction 
of new base facilities is expected, according to the report, 
which is available for public viewing from Friday through 
March 5. 

In the big picture, the Navy envisions 16 littorals on the 
West Coast and 14 on the East Coast. There’s been discussion 
of placing some littorals in Singapore, as well. 

The Navy has said the full class of these ships will 
number 55. 

The fast, nimble crafts are designed to be able to operate 
in shallow waters close to shore. They have been criticized for 
being overbudget and experiencing early maintenance 
problems. 

The Navy is building two versions of the ships. One is a 
traditional single-hull ship, the first of which is the Freedom. 
The second version is a trimaran. The Independence, slated to 
arrive in San Diego this spring, is the first of that version. 

In 2005, the Navy conducted an environmental 
assessment of placing the first four littorals in San Diego. This 
assessment builds on that plan. 

It also describes housing MQ-8B Firescout unmanned 
helicopters at the Point Magu naval base in Ventura County. 
These drones are expected to be deployed on the new ships. 

The Navy only performed detailed study of one option for 
placing the 16 littorals, the San Diego scenario, according to 
the document. Officials discounted other locations, such as the 
Pacific Northwest, because they didn’t meet the Navy’s 
criteria. 

The public can comment on the environmental assessment 
through March 5. Copies of the plan are available online at 
http://www.navyregionsouthwest.com/go/doc/4275/1283991/ 
and at public libraries in downtown San Diego, National City, 
Chula Vista, Point Hueneme and Camarillo. 

The Navy will take comments online and through the 
mail. The mailing address is LCS Homeporting EA Project 
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Manager, Naval Facilities Engineering Command Southwest, 
Attn: EV21.AK, Bldg 1, 5th Floor, 1220 Pacific Highway, San 

Diego, 92132. 
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5. Transition Benefits: NPC Officials To Discuss Post-ERB Matters At Florida Bases 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 02 FEB 12) ... Navy Personnel Command Public Affairs 

MILLINGTON, Tenn. -- Representatives from Navy 
Personnel Command's fleet engagement team will meet with 
Sailors, families and leadership in Florida to discuss post-
Enlisted Retention Board (ERB) matters and transition 
benefits, officials said Feb. 2. 

The fleet engagement team recently completed 
engagements to Japan, Hawaii and California where they 
discussed Involuntary Separation Pay, transition benefits and 
Reserve affiliation options for transitioning Sailors. 

The team members are representatives from the enlisted 
distribution division, enlisted community management 
division, career development program and the Navy's ERB 
transition assistance coordinator. They will conduct all-hands 
briefs on board Naval Station Mayport Feb. 8 and on board 
Naval Air Station Jacksonville Feb. 9. 

All ERB-affected Sailors, families, career counselors and 
command leadership teams are encouraged to attend. 

Sailors should contact their command career counselor for 
local briefing times and locations. 

Navy will conduct additional fleet engagement visits to 
the Pacific Northwest and Norfolk in the coming months. 
Dates will be released as they become available. 

For more information about transition benefits visit the 
Transition Assistance Web Page available under the Hot Links 
section of the Navy Personnel Command at 
www.npc.navy.mil. 

For more information about ERB, visit the NPC ERB 
Web Page at www.npc.navy.mil/boards/ERB/, contact the 
NPC customer service center at 1-866-U-ASK-NPC (1-866-
827-5672) or email cscmailbox@navy.mil. 
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CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
6. Assault Craft Unit 4 Plays Key Role In Bold Alligator 2012 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 03 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Corbin Shea, USS Kearsarge Public Affairs 

ABOARD USS KEARSARGE, Atlantic Ocean -- 
Exercise Bold Alligator 2012 is in full swing and Sailors from 
Assault Craft Unit (ACU) 4 are playing a vital role in getting 
Marines and their equipment where they need to be. 

Bold Alligator is the largest amphibious exercise in 10 
years and includes elements from Expeditionary Strike Group 
2, the 24th Marine Expeditionary Unit, various other naval 
units, ships and allied nations. ACU 4 is one of the primary 
means of transporting these units and their assets from sea to 
land. 

"Our mission is over the horizon, ship-to-shore movement 
of Marine personnel and equipment," said Chief Boatswain's 
Mate David Convery, Assault Craft Unit 4 leading chief petty 
officer and craft master of landing craft air cushion (LCAC) 
37. 

With so many moving parts on both sea and land, the 
ability to move troops, vehicles and other tactical assets ashore 
quickly and to the right place at the right time is a crucial 
strategic element of an amphibious assault. 

To accomplish this task, ACU 4 uses LCACs, which are 
hovercraft-type vehicles that can operate on both land and sea 
and move personnel and equipment five to seven times faster 
and access more beaches than conventional craft. 

"Instead of only being able to access 17 percent of the 
world's beaches (like conventional methods), LCACs allow us 
to access over 70 percent," said Convery. "This gives the 
operational commanders a much broader range of missions 
they can accomplish." 

Aside from being able to operate on both water and land, 
the LCAC is also capable of moving at speeds of more than 60 
knots. 

"The amount of speed we can achieve is huge," said 
Convery, "The time we can get Marines to the beach is 
incredible. The more you can put ashore, and the faster you 
can get them ashore, the quicker you can grab a foot print on 
that beach and you can hold that. 

"In one shot I can have 180 combat-loaded Marines come 
running out of my vehicle and set up a perimeter, attack or 
defend a position." 

The versatility of the LCACs also allows for faster troop 
movement while keeping Marines dry. 

"We can go from dry ship to dry land," said Convery. 
"Marines never have to get wet and we don't get stuck on sand 
bars on the way to the beach." 

As capable as the LCACs are, Convery stressed the 
importance of teamwork. 

"You've got to have it," said Convery. "With it being a 
five-man crew and the amount of hardware and the equipment 
and hydraulics you have on this craft, if you're not a team 
player you won't be in the program that long. 

"I have to know, as a craft master, these guys are able to 
identify a problem and correct it on their own without my 
guidance every single time." 

Bold Alligator focuses on the Navy and Marines Corps' 
ability to conduct amphibious operations as one cohesive unit. 
ACU 4's unique abilities allow the Navy to put Marines on 
target, any time, anywhere. 

Bold Alligator focuses on today's fight with today's 
forces, while showcasing the advantages of seabasing. This 
exercise takes place Jan. 30-Feb. 12 afloat and ashore in and 
around Virginia and North Carolina. 

Return to Index 
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7. Amphibious Construction Battalion 2 Supports Bold Alligator Water, Fuel Needs 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 02 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Jonathan Pankau, Amphibious Construction 
Battalion 2 Public Affairs 

VIRGINIA BEACH, Va. -- Amphibious Construction 
Battalion 2 (PHIBCB 2) deployed Jan. 31 to support Exercise 
Bold Alligator units with vital water and fuel transfers. 

Exercise Bold Alligator 2012, the largest naval 
amphibious exercise in the past 10 years, represents the Navy 
and Marine Corps' revitalization of the full range of 
amphibious operations. The exercise focuses on today's fight 
with today's forces, while showcasing the advantages of 
seabasing. It runs through Feb. 12, afloat and ashore, in and 
around Virginia and North Carolina. 

During the exercise, PHIBCB 2 will demonstrate the 
Amphibious Bulk Liquid Transfer System (ABLTS), a 
floating hose system used to pump water and fuel from the 
ships to forces on the beach, and the in-stream offload 
capability to deliver equipment and containers from USNS 
Obregon (T-AK-3006), a Maritime Prepositioning Force 
(MPF) ship, to the beach. 

"We're really excited to deploy ABLTS for this exercise 
because we are going to push the system to perform past its 
normal expectations," said Boatswain's Mate 1st Class Sean 
Kraft. "ABLTS is designed to pump liquids from 10,000 feet 
out in the water but we're going to push it out to 23,000 feet 
for this exercise." 

"Pushing fuel ashore is absolutely essential to sustaining 
ground combat operations," stated Capt. Joe Grealish, 
PHIBCB 2's Commanding Officer. "We're focused on safely 
deploying the system and connecting with the Marine Fuels 
Battalion who will deliver the fuel further inland." 

Seabees and Marines will pump fresh water through the 
system to minimize the environmental risks of pumping fuel. 

The cargo offload will test the Naval Support Element's 
ability to perform an in-stream offload of MPF ships. The 

Naval Support Element consists of Sailors from Naval Beach 
Group 2, PHIBCB 2, Assault Craft Unit 2, Beachmaster Unit 
2, and Cargo Handling Battalion 1. 

Bold Alligator by Bill McMichael from The Scoop 
Deck (Navy Times), February 2 

I’m spending Friday AM cruising south to MCAS Cherry 
Point, N.C., where I’m to take a noon hop out to the Wasp to 
begin Navy Times’ coverage of a certain gi-normous 
amphibious training exercise you may have heard of by now. 
Bold Alligator is the biggest Navy-Marine Corps at-sea 
training exercise in some 10 years. 

Wasp is sort of the exercise mothership, so that’s where 
we’ll get our senior leader interviews and exercise briefings. 
On Saturday, I’m slated to fly over to Kearsarge and begin 
covering the training itself, as the Navy-Marine Corps team 
prepares to launch an amphibious assault that will take place 
sometime over the following few days. 

Connectivity at sea can be dicey, as many of you know. 
I’ll do my best to keep you posted on the goings-on here and 
on our web site. 

Meanwhile, looks like a Super Bowl XLVI party at sea. 
The last time I watched the Super Bowl away from someone’s 
living room, I was in a tent with an Army air defense artillery 
unit outside Dhahran, Saudi Arabia, where the air strikes for 
the first Gulf War were underway; the launch of the huge 
armored assault and the famous “left hook” was three weeks 
away. The Giants won that one 20-19 when the Bills’ Scott 
Norwood missed a last-second field goal wide right. 

Who are you picking this Sunday? Seems to me the 
Giants are rolling at the right time. 
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8. U.S. Military Back In Thailand For Flood Relief Efforts 
(STARS AND STRIPES 03 FEB 12) ... Matthew M. Burke 

SASEBO NAVAL BASE, Japan -- Following a brief 
respite, the U.S. military has returned to Thailand to continue 
flood relief efforts. 

More than 600 servicemembers from the Marine Corps, 
Army, Navy and Air Force arrived Jan. 15 to participate in 
humanitarian and civic assistance projects with armed forces 
from Thailand and Indonesia ahead of the 31st annual Cobra 
Gold exercise set to begin Tuesday, said exercise spokesman 
Marine 2nd Lt. Evan Almaas. 

Additionally, a team of airmen arrived Jan. 22 to assist 
Thai forces with an assessment of the damage to their engine 
repair and aircraft maintenance operations at Don Mueang 
International Airport. And groups of Marines arrived three 
days later to exchange experts and discuss health topics related 
to post-flood recovery, said Walter Braunohler, a U.S. 
Embassy Bangkok spokesman. 

These revitalized efforts come on the heels of months of 
relief work involving hundreds of U.S. troops and a multitude 
of vessels and equipment following Thailand’s worst flooding 
in decades. When that work was completed in early 
December, U.S. officials pledged to continue the relief efforts 
after flood waters receded. 

“Through humanitarian and civic assistance programs, we 
have an opportunity to support the needs of our friends and 
regional partners,” said Lt. Gen. Kenneth Glueck Jr., deputy 
commander of the exercises and commanding general of III 
Marine Expeditionary Force. “Through the exercise, III MEF 
is continuing to develop regional partnerships, increase 
prosperity and improve security in the Asia-Pacific region.” 

The Kingdom of Thailand, a strategic ally of the U.S., 
suffered months of heavy monsoon rains that began over the 
summer, followed by flooding that reached the capital, killing 
hundreds and causing tens of billions of dollars in economic 
damage. 

A 10-person Humanitarian Assistance Survey Team 
comprising Marines from III MEF arrived in mid-October to 
survey the damage. The George Washington Carrier Strike 
Group also traveled to the region, but left soon after as no 
request for assistance came. 

Navy assets, equipment and additional troops began to 
trickle into Thailand in October and continued over the next 
couple of months as troop numbers swelled to about 600 at the 
height of operations. They participated in assessments, 
community relations efforts and relief operations, including 
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the reclamation of a school, recovering of the airport, and the 
loading and unloading of relief supplies to be distributed by 

the Red Cross. 
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9. Former First Lady Marks Command Change 
(HONOLULU STAR-ADVERTIERS 02 FEB 12) ... William Cole 

Former first lady Laura Bush, the “sponsor” of the 
submarine USS Texas, was at Pearl Harbor Wednesday to 
congratulate the sub’s captain, Cmdr. Robert Roncska — 
better known to President George W. Bush as “Navy Bob” — 
for a job well done as Roncska moves on to a new position. 

“I see what the crew of the USS Texas knows well — that 
Commander Bob is a great officer and a natural leader,” Laura 
Bush said. 

Bush said Roncska is well known to her and the former 
president — who gave Roncska his nickname. Roncska served 
as naval aide to the president from 2006 to 2008 and carried 
the case known as the “nuclear football” with launch codes for 
atomic weapons. 

Laura Bush, as the Virginia-class submarine’s sponsor, 
welded her initials into the hull when the keel was laid and 
broke a bottle of champagne to christen the vessel on the East 
Coast. 

Bush was asked to be the sub’s sponsor when her husband 
was governor of Texas, “and since then, I’ve enjoyed visiting 
the submarine and getting to know her crew,” she said. 

In 2009, she visited the Texas to mark another event — 
the change of command at which Roncska took over as 
captain of the sub, she said. Cmdr. Andy Hertel replaced 
Roncska Wednesday. 

As Roncska’s success was celebrated, another milestone 
will be marked less enthusiastically today by the Pacific Fleet 
Submarine Force as part of the Pentagon’s budget cuts. 

Submarine Squadron 3 at Pearl Harbor, originally created 
on Nov. 25, 1930, in the Panama Canal Zone, will be 
deactivated and all but one of its six submarines will be 
reassigned to the two other sub squadrons at Pearl. 

The Jacksonville, Key West and North Carolina are being 
reassigned to Squadron 1, while the Louisville and Olympia 
are being assigned to Squadron 7. 

The USS Houston came to Pearl Harbor Jan. 17 from 
Guam and will head into the shipyard for maintenance, and 
Chicago, the sixth sub in Squadron 3, will be sent to replace 
the Houston in Guam, the Navy said. 

The consolidation, which eliminates a staff of about 20 
from Squadron 3, means that Squadron 1 will grow to nine 
subs while Squadron 7 will have 10 submarines. 

“So the operating tempo of the squadrons themselves will 
increase in terms of providing support to those submarines,” 
said Cmdr. Christy Hagen, a Pacific Fleet Sub Force 
spokesperson. 

Roncska, the former Texas captain, will remain at Pearl 
Harbor as submarine commanding officer instructor. 

The native New Yorker was awarded the Legion of Merit 
for “exceptionally meritorious conduct in the performance of 
outstanding service” as commanding officer of the Texas. 

With Roncska at the helm in 2009, the 7,800-ton attack 
submarine, with a crew of about 134, completed a historic 
exercise in the Arctic when it became the first Virginia-class 
submarine to operate in the region. 

Because of the thickness of the ice, the 377-foot Texas 
did not traverse the North Pole region to the Pacific, and 
instead sailed back along the East Coast and through the 
Panama Canal. 

Roncska also was singled out for a “highly successful” 
U.S. Southern Command mission with more than 60 mission 
days devoted to the war on drugs, and a recent “brilliantly 
executed” Western Pacific deployment. 

Roncska, addressing the audience of more than 200 
people, including the Texas crew, was quick to give credit to 
his wife, Stephanie, and children, Sophia and Zachary. “With 
over 65 percent of my time away from them during this 
command tour, I could not have asked God for a better 
family.” 

Hertel, the Texas’ new commander, recognized the ship’s 
success — and that of past Pearl subs. 

“We must always remember the bold and daring warriors 
who went forth from these very waters and brought the fight to 
the enemy,” he said. 

Hertel said the submarine force must maintain itself on 
the “razor’s edge” to answer the nation’s call. 

When the call comes, “we will be there, and we will be 
ready,” Hertel said. 

Return to Index 
 

10. War Experience Boosts Spec Ops' Hostage Rescues 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 02 FEB 12) ... Jason Straziuso 

NAIROBI, Kenya - Roy Hallums was enduring his 311th 
day of captivity, blindfolded, his hands and feet bound, stuffed 
into a hole under the floor of a farm building outside Baghdad. 
He heard a commotion upstairs and managed to get the 
blindfold off. Delta Force troops broke open the hatch. An 
American soldier jumped down. 

"He looks at me and points and says, 'Are you Roy?' I say 
'yes,' and he yells back up the stairs: 'Jackpot!'" Hallums 
recalled in a phone interview with The Associated Press six 
years after his rescue. 

Another mission by elite U.S. troops took place just last 
week, this time in Somalia, resulting in an American and a 
Danish hostage being rescued and nine kidnappers killed. 

U.S. special forces units are compiling a string of 
successful hostage rescues, thanks to improved technology 
and a decade of wartime experience. But despite technological 
advances like thermal imaging and surveillance drones, the 
raids remain high-risk. Success or failure can depend on a 
snap decision made by a rescuer with bullets flying all around, 
or determination by kidnappers to kill any captives before they 
can be freed. 
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In 2010, the U.S. Navy's SEAL Team 6 tried to rescue 
Linda Norgrove, a Scottish aid worker, from her Taliban 
captors in Afghanistan. She was killed by a grenade thrown in 
haste by one of the American commandoes. 

The kidnappings of foreigners living or traveling overseas 
continues unabated, as it has for decades. While the 
probability of a person being kidnapping is low, abductions do 
occur regularly, especially in high-risk nations like Somalia, 
Pakistan, Mexico and Colombia. 

Even those who are supremely aware of the risks can 
disappear. In December 2006, Felix Batista, an American anti-
kidnapping expert and negotiator for hostage releases, was 
kidnapped in Saltillo, Mexico, and hasn't been heard from 
since. 

Just last Tuesday, armed tribesmen in Yemen kidnapped 
six United Nations workers: an Iraqi, a Palestinian, a 
Colombian, a German and two Yemenis. On Jan. 20, 
kidnappers grabbed an American and held him for a week 
before releasing him, perhaps after a ransom was paid. 

U.S. troops have been tasked with rescues mostly in areas 
where American forces were already stationed, like 
Afghanistan, Iraq and around Somalia, said Taryn Evans, an 
expert on kidnappings at AKE, a risk mitigation company 
outside London. As they've gotten more experienced, they've 
gotten better. 

In 2009, SEAL sharpshooters killed three Somali pirates 
holding the American captain of the Maersk Alabama hostage 
in a lifeboat. And late last month, U.S. Navy SEALs 
parachuted into Somalia under cover of night, then moved on 
foot to where captors were holding an American woman and a 
Danish man who had been kidnapped together in October. The 
SEALs killed nine captors and rescued the two hostages while 
suffering no casualties themselves in the Jan. 25 operation. 

Their skill in carrying out such missions has been honed 
by America's two wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, said Seth 
Jones, a civilian adviser to the commanding general of the 
U.S. special operations forces in Afghanistan from 2009-2011. 

"They have conducted so many operations in these areas, 
from hostage rescues to strike operations to capture-kill 
missions. What it does is significantly improves the 
competence of special operations," Jones told The Associated 
Press. He said commando missions are "now routine." 

Though Navy SEAL Team 6 rescued the American and 
the Dane, one American kidnapped in January in Somalia 
remains behind. His captors told AP they moved him several 
times in the hours immediately after the SEAL raid, out of fear 
the U.S. military could try another rescue attempt. 

U.S. Deputy Secretary of State William Burns said this 
week the U.S. is "very concerned" about the remaining 
hostage and that Washington is following the case closely and 
taking it very seriously. 

"It's an essential obligation for any government to do 
everything we can to protect our citizens and that's exactly 
what President Obama did when he ordered the successful 
hostage rescue" in Somalia, Burns said. 

Rescues entail risk, but Hallums, who was kidnapped by a 
gang in November 2004, is thankful the U.S. military carries 
them out. 

Without a rescue attempt, the former contractor from 
Memphis, Tennessee, said: "I was going to be dead for sure." 

Hallums' captors were demanding $12 million for his 
release. His Saudi Arabia-based employer — which provided 
support services for U.S. troops — offered $1 million. 

Hallums noted that a successful rescue requires the work 
of many more people than the commandoes who carry out the 
raid. The FBI, CIA and National Security Agency all work to 
gather information, data that is then turned over to military 
intelligence, where an operations officer devises a rescue plan. 

"You hear about SEAL Team 6 but behind them there's 
hundreds of people working to get information that they can 
take out and execute the rescue," Hallums said. 

Conducting a rescue involves life-and-death calculations. 
The teams must assess the risk of the raid, both to the military 
personnel and the hostages themselves. Is it certain that the 
hostage is at the location? How many people are on guard? 
Are they alert 24 hours a day? Are the guards armed and are 
they likely to shoot at the invading force? 

One other important part of the equation: Would the 
guards shoot and kill the hostage if they knew a rescue was 
under way? A rescue team arriving in noisy helicopters can 
doom the hostages they want to rescue. That's what happened 
when Colombian army troops, who have a lot of experience in 
hostage situations, went in to rescue 13 hostages — including 
a state governor and a former defense minister — in 2003 in 
the jungles of northern Colombia. 

The rebels holding the hostages heard the helicopters 
approaching and began executing the hostages. Just three 
survived. The rescuers arrived to find bodies scattered all over. 

In 2009, an Afghan translator kidnapped alongside a New 
York Times reporter was killed in a hail of bullets during a 
rescue attempt by British commandoes. Such deaths 
underscore the dangers of hostage rescues. 

"You don't want dead SEALs. That has a whole range of 
military and political ramifications," said Jones, who has a 
book called "Hunting in the Shadows: The Pursuit of al Qa'ida 
since 9/11" coming out in May. "You also don't want dead 
hostages. Sometimes you get this stuff wrong, since you're 
always dealing in probability." 

Jones said he lacks data to know if the number of hostage 
rescues is rising, but that special operations activities are 
increasing overall. The military at large is undergoing 
financial cutbacks, he noted, but the budget for special 
operations forces is intact. 

Technology has improved the chances of success. Aerial 
drones can monitor guard activity and provide a layout of the 
location. Watching a pattern of life allows the military to make 
educated guesses about the chances for success. 

But even with that advantage, Evans said no mission is 
guaranteed success. The Somali captors could have shot and 
killed the American and Danish hostages during last week's 
raid if they had seen the SEALs coming, she said. That's why 
most people try to reach a negotiated rescue — a ransom 
payment — instead. 

But Hallums said even though hostage rescues are risky, 
sometimes they have to be done. 

"There's risk, but look at the risk I was in. I was going to 
be dead for sure — 100 percent," Hallums said. "So it's better 
odds with them coming in to try and help you out. Because 
otherwise you have no chance." 

Return to Index 
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11. USS Shoup Returns To Everett After Overhaul Work 
(EVERETT (WA) HERALD 02 FEB 12) 

EVERETT -- The USS Shoup arrived home in Everett at 
dusk Thursday following a seven-month dry-dock overhaul at 
a Seattle shipyard. 

The Shoup got a new coat of paint and new electronics, 
among other updates, a Navy spokesman said. 

Upgrades on destroyers are common at the 10-year mark, 
said skipper Cmdr. Ray Acevedo. 

The 505-foot ship is an Arleigh Burke-class guided 
missile destroyer that operates primarily as part of an aircraft 
carrier strike group. About 300 people serve on the Shoup, 

which was commissioned at Port Terminal 37 in Seattle in 
2002 and is based at Naval Station Everett, where many of its 
crew live. 

In November 2010, the crew of the USS Shoup helped a 
Turkish merchant ship fend off Somali pirates. 

Fearing a tangle with the U.S. Navy, the pirates had 
already fled when a helicopter from the Shoup dropped a team 
onboard the merchant ship and found its crew unharmed in the 
locked engine room. The Shoup crew then assisted the 
merchant ship in getting on its way. 
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12. Navy Engineers Develop New Smart Magazines For The DOD Lock Program 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 02 FEB 12) ... Darrell E. Waller, NAVFAC ESC Public Affairs 

PORT HUENEME, Calif. -- The Department of Defense's 
(DOD) Lock Program is conducting tests this week to improve 
the physical security of explosives magazines in use 
throughout the Navy and other armed forces. 

Engineers at the Naval Facilities Engineering Service 
Center (NAVFAC ESC) are performing a series of intrusion 
tests using high threat level tool sets against representative 
door test panels. The results are expected to improve overall 
magazine performance and prevent easy access by 
unauthorized individuals or foreign entities. The DOD Lock 
Program is managed by NAVFAC ESC. 

"Physical security is a high priority for all military 
commands" said Naval Facilities Engineering Service Center 
Commanding Officer, Capt. Brant D. Pickrell. "That is 
especially true of explosives magazine safety and security. 
Smart magazines offer great promise and their technology is 

constantly evolving. Munitions must be securely stored at all 
times, and the tests we are conducting at Port Hueneme will 
enhance their security, assisting our warfighters around the 
globe." 

Smart Magazine consists of a lightweight door system, 
multipoint locking system, and standardized headwall system. 
The door system utilizes airfield concrete technology 
developed at NAVFAC ESC, is over five times more cost 
effective than other proposed doors and offers significant 
improvement in delay time with respect to current magazine 
doors. 

The tests will employ a systematic approach to improving 
the security of door panels currently in use. This phase, 
referred to as Initial Operational Test and Evaluation, will 
continue throughout fiscal year 12. 
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GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
13. Israel: Iran Must Be Stopped Soon 
Warning against nuclear program; Western leaders fear consequences of airstrike 
(WASHINGTON POST 03 FEB 12) ... Joel Greenberg and Joby Warrick 

JERUSALEM — Israeli leaders on Thursday delivered 
one of the bluntest warnings to date of possible airstrikes 
against Iranian nuclear sites, adding to the anxiety in Western 
capitals that a surprise attack by Israel could spark a broader 
military conflict in the Middle East. 

Defense Minister Ehud Barak, speaking at a security 
forum attended by some of Israel’s top intelligence and 
military leaders, declared that time was running out for 
stopping Iran’s nuclear advance, as the country’s uranium 
facilities disappear into newly constructed mountain bunkers. 

“Whoever says ‘later’ may find that later is too late,” 
Barak said. He switched from Hebrew to English for the last 
phrase: “later is too late.” 

The language reflected a deepening rift between Israeli 
and U.S. officials over the urgency of stopping Iran’s nuclear 
program, which Western intelligence officials and nuclear 
experts say could soon put nuclear weapons within the reach 
of Iran’s rulers. 

Although accepting the gravity of the Iranian threat, U.S. 
officials fear being blindsided by an Israeli strike that could 

have widespread economic and security implications and 
might only delay, not end, Iran’s nuclear pursuits. 

In a series of private meetings with Israeli counterparts in 
recent weeks, Western officials have counseled patience, 
saying recent economic sanctions and a new European oil 
embargo are pummeling Iran’s economy and could soon force 
the country’s leaders to abandon the nuclear program. Yet 
Israelis are increasingly signaling that they may act 
unilaterally if there is no breakthrough in the coming months, 
according to current and former administration and 
intelligence officials. 

“The Obama administration is concerned that Israel could 
attack Iranian nuclear facilities this year, having given 
Washington little or no warning,” said Cliff Kupchan, a 
former State Department official who specialized in Iran 
policy during the Clinton administration and recently returned 
from meetings with Israeli officials. He said Israel “has 
refused to assure Washington that prior notice would be 
provided.” 
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Defense Secretary Leon E. Panetta is one of several 
administration officials to express concern publicly that Israel 
is positioning itself for a surprise attack. Last month, the 
administration dispatched the Joint Chiefs chairman, Gen. 
Martin E. Dempsey, to the Israeli capital for high-level 
discussions about the possibility of a unilateral Israeli strike. 

“Israel has indicated they’re considering this, and we have 
indicated our concerns,” Panetta told reporters Thursday after 
a NATO meeting in Brussels. Panetta declined to comment on 
published reports that he thinks the Israelis could carry out a 
strike this spring, possibly as early as April. 

Although the Obama administration has not ruled out U.S. 
military action against Iran, White House officials are worried 
that a unilateral strike could shatter the broad international 
coalition assembled in the past three years to confront Iran 
over its nuclear program, which Iranian leaders have 
consistently said is for peaceful purposes. 

U.S. officials fear that an attack by Israel could trigger 
Iranian retaliation not only against the Jewish state but also 
against American interests around the world. A prolonged 
conflict could disrupt oil shipments, drive up energy prices 
and devastate fragile Western economies, U.S. officials say. 

Administration officials have hinted that the United States 
might not intervene militarily in a hostile exchange between 
Israel and Iran unless the conflict began to threaten U.S. forces 
or Israeli population centers. In an interview last month on 
CBS’s “60 Minutes,” Panetta said that in the event of an 
Israeli strike, U.S. military officials’ primary concern would 
be “to protect our forces.” 

British Deputy Prime Minister Nick Clegg also expressed 
concern Thursday that Israel was moving closer to a decision 
on a potentially destabilizing military strike. 

“Of course I worry that there will be a military conflict 
and that certain countries might seek to take matters into their 
own hands,” Clegg told the House magazine, a weekly British 
political journal. 

Clegg, whose government recently imposed new 
sanctions against Iran’s central bank, said Britain was 
convinced that “ there are very tough things we can do which 
are not military steps in order to place pressure on Iran.” 

At Thursday’s Israeli security conference, in the resort 
city of Herzliya, Barak and other Israeli officials pointed to 
recent moves by Iran to begin enriching uranium at a second 
plant, located in a bunker built into a mountain near the city of 
Qom. Once that facility is complete, deterring Iran will be far 
more difficult, they say. 

“The dividing line may pass not where the Iranians decide 
to break out of the nonproliferation treaty and move toward a 
nuclear device or weapon, but at the place. . . that would make 
the physical strike impractical,” Barak said. 

He rejected criticism that Israeli leaders had failed to 
consider the full implications of military action. “There is no 
basis for the claim that this subject. . . was not discussed with 
appropriate breadth and depth,” he said. 

“The assessment of many experts around the world, not 
only here, is that the result of avoiding action will certainly be 
a nuclear Iran, and dealing with a nuclear Iran will be more 
complicated, more dangerous and more costly in lives and 
money than stopping it,” he said. 

Speaking at the same conference, the chief of military 
intelligence, Gen. Aviv Kochavi, said Iran already has enough 
fissile material to build four nuclear weapons and could do so 
within a year if Iranian leaders give the order. U.S. 
intelligence officials have concluded that Iran’s supreme 
leader, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, has adopted a course of 
gradually gathering the components necessary for nuclear 
weapons while deferring a decision on whether to build and 
test a bomb. 

Although there have been no indications in Israel that a 
military strike is imminent, Israeli officials have conveyed a 
sense of urgency, suggesting that a window of opportunity for 
a military strike is closing. 

Barak, in a meeting with German Foreign Minister Guido 
Westerwelle, urged that diplomatic efforts to halt the Iranian 
nuclear program “be conducted intensively and urgently” and 
that tougher sanctions target Iran’s financial system and 
central bank, as well as its oil exports. 

Israeli officials warn that beyond posing an existential 
threat to Israel, Iran’s possession of a nuclear weapon could 
trigger a regional nuclear arms race in the volatile Middle East 
and alter Israel’s strategic position in the region. 
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14. U.S. Fears Iran's Links To Al Qaeda 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 03 FEB 12) ... Siobhan Gorman 

WASHINGTON—U.S. officials say they believe Iran 
recently gave new freedoms to as many as five top al Qaeda 
operatives who have been under house arrest, including the 
option to leave the country, and may have provided some 
material aid to the terrorist group. 

The men, who were detained in Iran in 2003, make up al 
Qaeda's so-called management council, a group that includes 
members of the inner circle that advised Osama bin Laden and 
an explosives expert widely considered a candidate for a top 
post in the organization. 

The assertions are likely to amplify tensions between 
Washington and Tehran. A Senate committee on Thursday 
moved to intensify sanctions to force Iran into negotiations on 
its nuclear program, while Tehran has largely defied pressure. 
This week, Iran prevented U.N. nuclear inspectors from 
gaining access to sites and scientists, according to diplomats. 

Skeptics caution that intelligence on Iran's activities is 
limited and worry that some policy makers might use 
provocative reports to justify military action against Tehran. 
Iran has denied any connection with al Qaeda. 

U.S. officials believe there have been recent indications 
officials in the Iranian government have provided al Qaeda 
operatives in Iran limited assistance, including logistical help, 
money and cars, according to a person briefed on the 
developments. 

Adding to the U.S. pressure on Iran, Director of National 
Intelligence James Clapper told senators in an annual 
intelligence assessment that U.S. agencies believe the Iranian 
regime is now more willing to conduct an attack in the U.S. 

"We have to be vigilant for more of that," Mr. Clapper 
told lawmakers Thursday. 
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The reports come at a time of growing concern about 
Iran's decision-making. President Barack Obama, in last 
month's State of the Union address, said "America is 
determined to prevent Iran from getting a nuclear weapon, and 
I will take no options off the table to achieve that goal." 

Even among U.S. officials who believe Iran has given 
greater freedoms to al Qaeda operatives, there is substantial 
debate within the U.S. government about whether that means 
there are significant ties between Iran and al Qaeda. 

Some officials say it is too early to draw conclusions 
about Iran's intentions and caution against judgments that Iran 
is posing an imminent threat. 

"There is not significant information to suggest a working 
relationship between Iran and al Qaeda," said a U.S. official. 

Said another U.S. official: "Al Qaeda moving fighters or 
money is one thing, while planning major terrorist attacks 
against the West from Iranian soil is probably something 
[Iran] won't allow." 

Iran and al Qaeda have a long history of differences, 
particularly religious ones: Iran is Shiite Muslim and al Qaeda 
is Sunni. The regional aims of Iran and al Qaeda remain 
sharply divergent, particularly in Iraq. Iran has long supported 
Shiite extremist groups and militias, which are bitterly 
opposed to Sunni groups, the sect from which al Qaeda has 
drawn support. 

Hillary Mann Leverett, a former National Security 
Council aide in the Clinton and Bush administrations, strongly 
urged caution in drawing links between Iran and al Qaeda, 
noting that Iran in the past repatriated more than 200 al Qaeda 
operatives that had crossed into Iran, and even provided copies 
of their passports to the United Nations. 

"I think [there] is a war-fevered hysteria that is going on 
now," she said. "A lot of this stuff is really flimsy and is really 
questionable." 

Ms. Leverett added that if Iran is in fact granting more 
freedom to al Qaeda members, it may not represent an effort 
to partner with al Qaeda, but rather a decision that letting them 
go could stir up trouble for the U.S. "'Let the United States 
deal with it,'" would be Iran's logic, she said. 

Nonetheless, some officials and experts worry conditions 
may be ripe for a more direct partnership between Iran and al 
Qaeda as both come under pressure by the U.S. and the West. 

Much of the al Qaeda senior leadership has been killed by 
the Central Intelligence Agency's drone campaign and the 

commando raid that killed bin Laden last year—meaning the 
organization needs to replenish its leadership ranks. 

"For al Qaeda core, it's one of their best hopes of reviving 
themselves," said Bruce Hoffman, an al Qaeda specialist at 
Georgetown University. 

"Al Qaeda is in deep trouble right now, but they do have 
some senior leaders outside the country in some locations that 
are not easy to get at," said Seth Jones of Rand Corp., who 
wrote a recent article in Foreign Affairs on the potential Iran-
al Qaeda partnership. 

Tehran, for its part, under growing pressure from Western 
sanctions, needs allies. 

Iran has, in effect, provided sanctuary to several senior al 
Qaeda leaders over the years, Mr. Jones said. Some al Qaeda 
operatives fled to Iran when the U.S. launched its Afghan 
offensive in 2001. Since then, these operatives have 
communicated, moved money and facilitated recruiting from 
their Iranian beachhead, Mr. Jones said. Some lower-level al 
Qaeda operatives are also believed to be in Iran. 

After an al Qaeda attack in Saudi Arabia in 2003, Iran 
placed most of the operatives under house arrest. But they still 
were permitted to communicate with other operatives and 
transfer funds to their counterparts in Pakistan, said Mr. Jones. 

The management council, a group of advisers to al Qaeda 
leaders in Pakistan, includes planner and explosives expert 
Saif al Adel, who is from Egypt; spokesman Sulayman Abu 
Ghayth, of Kuwait; Abu al-Khayr al-Masri, of Egypt, who was 
a member of bin Laden's inner shura council; planner 
Abdullah Ahmed Abdullah, of Egypt; and spiritual leader Abu 
Hafs al-Mauritani, a Mauritanian. 

Together, they comprise some of the group's financial, 
spiritual and operational leaders, many with long-standing ties 
to senior al Qaeda leaders in Pakistan. 

It isn't clear whether the five men would take advantage 
of an offer to return to their home countries—where they 
could face arrest and prosecution—or if Iran would allow 
them to go to another country, such as Pakistan, U.S. officials 
said. Nor is it clear what restrictions, if any, would be placed 
on them if they remain in Iran, the officials said. 

Mr. Adel has been considered a rising star within al 
Qaeda. He is under U.S. indictment for his alleged role in the 
1998 bombings of U.S. embassies in Africa. In the wake of 
bin Laden's death, Mr. Adel's name was floated in reports out 
of the region as a potential candidate to lead the international 
organization. 
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15. Philippines Turns Toward U.S. As Concerns Grow Over China's Intentions 
China, citing historical discoveries, says that the entire South China Sea should be its own exclusive 
economic zone. The Philippines, however, shares a long border with the sea and sees some of it as its own. 
So does Vietnam, and other regional countries. That's got some a little nervous. 
(PUBLIC RADIO INTERNATIONAL 02 FEB 12) ... Mary Kay Magistad 

China’s got a big appetite for energy, and it's expected to 
double over the next quarter-century. 

It already imports more than half of its oil and natural gas, 
and it’s looking to the resource-rich South China Sea as a 
source of supply. It claims nearly the entire thing as its own. 
But Vietnam, Brunei, Malaysia, Taiwan and the Philippines 
also have claims that conflict with China's. 

Sarah Osorio, bubbly and beautiful, 18, is enjoying her 
reign this year as both Miss Palawan and Miss Kalayaan — 

the name of a contested chain of islands in the South China 
Sea. Osorio joined the pageant to make a serious point — 
about the Kalayaan Islands. 

“China’s claiming Kalayaan as its own,” she said. “The 
Philippines don’t have any capability to fight China. China is 
very big, compared to Philippines.” 

Osorio grew up spending a month each summer on 
Kalayaan’s biggest island. It’s just a tenth of a square mile. 
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“We’re a small island — no activities, no entertainments,” 
she said. 

There’s no electricity so after 6 p.m. so there’s nothing to 
do but sleep. So why do people even live there? 

“To show that it’s ours, that we have that island for the 
Philippines," she said. 

Osorio’s parents are among the 60 civilians who claim 
residence on Kalayaan’s main island, Pag-asu. The idea is just 
to have a presence — and Osorio’s family is doing its part. 
Her dad’s a local legislator. Her uncle lives there, too. He’s a 
fisherman. According to Osorio, he’s had problems with 
Chinese boats near the island. 

“He told me Chinese people were around their area, 
fishing and fishing and fishing. If you talk to them, they harass 
you,” Osorio said. 

It’s mostly shouting matches, she said. But there’s been 
more physical contact than that, in the broader South China 
Sea. 

Over the past year or so, China has become increasingly 
aggressive about asserting its claim to almost the entire South 
China Sea, and the oil and gas reserves its seabed may contain. 

When ExxonMobil announced in October that it had 
found what looked like a sizable natural gas field near the 
Vietnamese city of Danang, China warned that foreign 
companies shouldn’t proceed in waters that China claims. 

The Philippines has had its own challenges. General 
Juancho Sabban, who heads the Western Command of the 
Philippine Armed Force, shows off what he calls a “Chinese 
donation” to his marine patrol boats — a confiscated Chinese 
fishing boat. 

“They had GPS, they had radios. They had air 
compressors, for deep sea diving,” Sabban said, pointing out, 
you normally wouldn’t find much of that equipment on a 
fishing boat. 

Sabban thinks this boat was doing surveillance. It tried to 
ram a smaller Philippine patrol boat, so, he said, the patrol had 
to shoot to disable the engine. 

The Chinese who were arrested on the boat said they were 
just fishermen. But Sabban said they were bailed out by the 
Chinese embassy and then disappeared. 

Similar boats have left construction materials near islands 
the Philippines claims. Sabban has promptly cleared them, 
because when this happened on Mischief Reef in 1995, the 
Chinese erected a structure almost overnight, and now have a 
permanent presence there. It’s just 130 nautical miles from the 
Philippines, but more than 600 from China. 

According to the International Law of the Sea, a country’s 
Exclusive Economic Zone extends 200 miles from its shores. 
But China maintains it has a historical claim to islands even 
farther away, because it found them and named them first. 

“In layman’s terms, it’s absurd, unbelievable,” Sabban 
scoffed. 

He pointed out that the Philippines can also cite historical 
records of its fishermen who went to China. 

“So are we also legalized to claim the South China Sea?” 
he asked. 

Sabban sees China’s assertiveness in the South China Sea 
as being less about protecting questionable historical claims 
and more about the fact that the Philippines and Vietnam are 
both opening up waters they claim to foreign companies. Shell 
and Chevron are already active in the Philippines, and the 
country is soliciting bids for 15 more offshore exploration 
blocks. 

“This year, there will be more drilling in the West 
Philippine Sea, and we expect that by the end of this year, 
more rigs will be in place,” Sabban said. 

Protecting an oil rig will be one of the military exercises 
the Philippines does with the U.S. military this spring. A 
Philippines delegation was just in Washington last week to 
talk about enhanced U.S. military support. Admiral Jonathan 
Greenert, Chief of Naval Operations, addressed U.S. interests 
in the area at the Center for a New American Security in 
Washington last month. 

“This area is vital to the United States,” Greenert said. 
“It’s been an area vital to our navy and our focus for decades, 
because of our economy, our trade routes.” 

Greenert said the challenge is to keep those trade routes 
open, while keeping belligerence to a minimum. 

“How do you have a conversation with someone who is 
insistent that you’re in the wrong place? You either stop 
talking, or you keep talking, and you watch how you ratchet 
up the rhetoric,” he said. 

China’s view is that the United States should mind its 
own business and stay out of the South China Sea. In 
November, Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesman Liu Weimin 
said, disputes in the South China Sea should be resolved 
through consultation between involved sovereign states. He 
added that any interference from outside forces would only 
“complicate matters.” 

China would rather point out, one-on-one, to the 
Philippines that the $30 billion in trade it has with China could 
double in a couple of years. On the other hand, China could 
punish it, as the Communist Party-owned newspaper The 
Global Times has suggested, for turning to the U.S. for more 
military muscle to counter China’s claims. The Global Times 
also suggested that the “little countries” in the region should 
stop challenging China’s interests, or they’ll "hear the roar of 
cannon fire." 

“The Chinese shouldn’t be telling us to get used to that,” 
Sabban said. “We have been hearing the sound of cannons for 
40 years.” 

Sabban cited the Vietnam War as an example of a small 
country can holding out against a superpower, when its core 
interests are at stake. It can hold out even better — when 
another superpower stands ready to come to its aid. 

Listen to Audio (RT: 7:39) 
View Map 
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16. Old Weapons, New Threats Fuel India Military Rise 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 02 FEB 12) ... Giles Hewitt 

NEW DELHI — India’s planned purchase of 126 fighters 
from France’s Dassault marks the latest stage in a huge 

military procurement cycle that has turned the world’s largest 
democracy into its biggest arms importer. 
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The final Dassault contract is expected to be worth $12 
billion, and India is preparing further big-ticket purchases over 
the coming years, including helicopters and artillery. 

In a report to be published next week, Jane’s Defence 
Weekly forecasts that India’s aggregate defense procurement 
spending between 2011 and 2015 will top $100 billion. 

What is less clear — and the subject of some heated 
debate — is why New Delhi is so hungry for costly modern 
weaponry and where the country’s strategic priorities lie. 

Some argue that India is simply playing catch-up and 
using its growing economic wealth to effect a pragmatic, long-
overdue overhaul of a military arsenal still loaded with near-
obsolete, Soviet-era hardware. 

But others sense a more combative impulse driven by the 
military modernization efforts of its rivals and neighbors 
Pakistan and China, as well as the need to secure energy 
resources and supply lines outside its borders. 

In testimony Jan. 31 to a Senate Select Committee, the 
director of U.S. national intelligence, James Clapper, said 
India was increasingly concerned about China’s posture on 
their disputed border and the wider South Asia region. 

“The Indian military is strengthening its forces in 
preparation to fight a limited conflict along the disputed 
border and is working to balance Chinese power projection in 
the Indian Ocean,” Clapper said. 

In order to secure the modern weaponry it needs to 
buttress its defense imperatives, India has little choice but to 
spend big in the global arms market. 

Its long-stated ambition of sourcing 70 percent of defense 
equipment from the home market has been hampered by weak 
domestic production — the result of the stifling impact of 
excessive bureaucracy. 

Consequently, statistics from the Ministry of Defence 
show that India still imports 70 percent of its defense 
hardware. 

“Where India has had some success is in joint ventures 
and building foreign equipment under license,” said James 
Hardy, Asia-Pacific analyst at Jane’s — a respected industry 
publication. “The licensed production route seems to be 
working and at this point in India’s development is a good 
way of overcoming the bureaucratic challenges of indigenous 
production.” 

The proposed contract with Dassault envisages the 
purchase of 18 Rafale aircraft, with the remaining 108 to be 
built in India. 

India’s need for a multi-combat fighter is partially based 
on its geographical size, which spans several operational 
theaters with wildly varying topographies. 

“The aircraft — they just get worn out,” said Hardy. 
“They want aircraft that can fly, land and take off anywhere 
from the Himalayas to the deserts of Rajasthan.” 

Although the Indian Army has traditionally taken the 
lion’s share of the national procurement budget, the focus has 
begun to shift in recent years toward the air force and navy. 

In December, Russia handed over a nuclear-powered 
attack submarine to India on a 10-year lease — a deal greeted 
with alarm and anger by Pakistan. 

The Akula II-class craft is the first nuclear-powered 
submarine to be operated by India since it decommissioned its 
last Soviet-built vessel in 1991. 

India is currently completing the development of its own 
Arihant-class nuclear-powered submarine, and the Russian 
delivery is expected to help crews train for the domestic 
vessel’s introduction into service next year. 

India is particularly keen to strengthen its maritime 
capabilities given China’s pursuit of a powerful “blue water” 
navy, which Delhi sees as a threat to key shipping routes in the 
Indian Ocean and Indian energy assets in the South China Sea. 

But many Indian observers reject suggestions that India is 
even thinking of getting into an arms race with China. 

“The Chinese have a huge, huge lead. They are in a 
different league,” said strategic analyst Uday Bhaskar. “The 
gap in conventional terms and [weapons of mass destruction] 
is so wide in China’s favor that it’s just not valid to say India 
is trying to catch up or seek any kind of equivalence. 

“India is simply seeking what it sees as a level of self-
sufficiency and is being constrained by its modest outlay and a 
decision-making process that drives everyone up the wall. 
That’s why we top of the list of arms-importing nations,” 
Bhaskar said. 

China, meanwhile, seems content to gently mock what the 
Communist Party mouthpiece, the People’s Daily, in 
December described as the “persecution mania” driving 
India’s military modernization. 
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17. Russia To Build 6 Submarines Annually – Deputy PM 
(RIA NOVOSTI 02 FEB 12) 

SEVERODVINSK - Russia will start producing six 
submarines and one aircraft carrier annually starting in 2013, 
Deputy Prime Minister Dmitry Rogozin said on Thursday. 

“By 2013, production capacity [at Russian shipyards] will 
allow us to build six submarines and an aircraft carrier every 
year,” Rogozin told reporters, adding that the number includes 
both nuclear and diesel-powered submarines. 

As a result, the production output will surpass that of the 
Soviet era when Russia built an average of five submarines 
annually, he said. 

Rogozin earlier said the production had been bogged 
down in the past by a lack of financing, outdated equipment 
and a shortage of skilled labor. 

Russia is planning to build eight Borey class strategic 
submarines and up to 10 Graney class attack subs by 2020. 

Disposal of Russian Third Generation Nuclear Subs 
Suspended 

Russia has decided to suspend the planned disposal of 
third-generation strategic nuclear submarines currently in 
service with the Navy, Deputy Prime Minister Dmitry 
Rogozin said on Thursday. 

“The most successful projects will undergo two repairs 
instead of one. The subs' period of service will be extended to 
30-35 years instead of the current 25,” Rogozin told 
journalists. 

He also said Akula (Typhoon) class submarines will be 
upgraded and their electronics and armaments replaced every 
seven years. 

According to Rogozin, this will help gain time until all 
eight Borey class strategic submarines are deployed by 2020. 
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The deputy premier also said a naval vessel construction 
development program for the next 30 years is expected to be 

worked out soon. 
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18. Britain Vows To Step Up Fight Against Somali Terrorism, Piracy 
(VOICE OF AMERICA 02 FEB 12) ... Mohammed Yusuf 

In a visit to Somalia's capital of Mogadishu Thursday, 
British Foreign Secretary William Hague promised to step up 
the fight against terrorism and piracy. Hague is the first British 
foreign secretary to visit the war-ravaged city in two decades. 

Secretary Hague's visit comes during a time of relative 
peace and security in Mogadishu, since African Union 
(AMISOM) troops and forces of Somalia's Transitional 
Federal Government (TFG) pushed al-Shabab out of the 
capital last month. 

Hague announced that Britain has appointed its first 
ambassador to Somalia in more than two decades. Matt Baugh 
will serve as London's new senior envoy to Somalia and will 
be based in Kenya until security conditions allow an embassy 
to be built in Mogadishu. 

Hague said the British government is well-prepared to do 
more to stabilize Somalia and to create more legitimacy and 
accountability in the political institutions. 

“With the further expansion of the AMISOM forces, of 
which we hope will be agreed at the United Nation, for 
countries to work effectively together to counter terrorism and 
piracy, and to highlight the need for effective humanitarian 
and development aid in the future," he said. "Again so this 
country can succeed in a way that it has not been possible over 
the last two decades.” 

In less than three weeks, the British government will host 
an international conference on Somalia in London, chaired by 
British Prime Minister David Cameron. More than 40 
countries and international organizations are expected to 
attend the conference to address Somalia’s future. 

Adjoa Anyimadu, the assistant Africa Program researcher 
for Chatham House, a foreign policy institute in London, said 

Hague is sending a message on behalf of the international 
community that they have an interest in peace in Somalia and 
they are willing to talk to Somali people about finding a 
solution. 

“There is more feeling in the international community to 
spear a united approach to help Somalia solve its problems," 
she said. "Especially within the last year, when famine 
affected large part of Somalia, a lot of high-level officials 
from all over the world have taken real interest in what is 
going on there and are trying to come together to help Somalia 
find a solution, particularly as the TFG mandate expires in 
August.” 

She also said there is an understanding within the 
international community that Somalia's political problems 
cannot be solved without involving Somalis in the discussion. 

Secretary Hague says there is a future for Somalia and its 
people and the conference will be an important moment in the 
Somalia's history. 

The country has not had a functioning central government 
since President Mohammed Siad Barre was overthrown in 
1991. 

Despite recent victories over militant group al-Shabab, the 
transitional government asserts little authority outside 
Mogadishu, enabling pirates to operate on the country's 
coastline, while al-Shabab continues to control areas of central 
and southern Somalia. 

Hopes for a turnaround have been hampered by infighting 
in the government. The country has gone through several 
prime ministers in the last few years, and lawmakers recently 
exchanged punches in parliament because of a dispute over the 
speaker. 
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19. NATO To Base Missile-Shield Command In Germany 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 02 FEB 12) 

BRUSSELS — NATO will locate the command center 
for its U.S.-.led missile shield at the alliance air base in 
Ramstein, Germany, a diplomat told AFP on Feb. 2. 

“The command for the NATO missile shield will be based 
at the NATO base in Ramstein,” the diplomat said on 
condition of anonymity as alliance defense ministers began 
two days of talks in Brussels. 

The center will be operational following a Chicago 
summit in May, the source added. 

NATO already announced last year that Spain would host 
U.S. ships with interceptor missiles, and an early warning 
radar system will be based in Turkey. 

Land-based interceptors will be located in Romania by 
2015 and in Poland by 2018, when the system is expected to 
be fully operational. 

The United States insists that the missile shield aims to 
counter missile threats from Iran, but Russia has voiced 
concerns that it would target its own strategic deterrent. 

German Defense Minister Thomas de Maiziere did not 
confirm the Ramstein decision, but he indicated that his 

country could contribute 24 Patriot missiles to the missile 
shield. 

“Germany can imagine to put the Patriot missiles that are 
in Germany at the disposal of that system,” he told reporters 
on arrival at NATO headquarters. 

He also suggested that Ramstein will still play an 
important role after the U.S. military reduces its troop 
presence in Europe. 

“Germany will be the most important, strategically 
meaningful deployment of the United States in Europe. We 
appreciate that. And Ramstein is part of that with its strategic 
importance for the air forces,” de Maiziere said. 

The U.S. announced last month plans to complete the 
withdrawal of two of its four army brigades stationed in 
Europe in 2014. 

Each of the heavy brigade combat teams has 3,800 troops. 
There are some 81,000 U.S. troops in Europe, according 

to Pentagon data released in September 2011. About half of 
them are army troops stationed in Germany. 
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PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
20. USFF Requests Volunteers For Afloat Forward Staging Base 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 02 FEB 12) ... U.S. Fleet Forces Public Affairs 

NORFOLK -- U.S. Fleet Forces Command (USFF) beagn 
requesting volunteers from USFF activities to man the soon-
to-be redesignated USS Ponce (LPD 15) for operations in the 
U.S. Central Command (USCENTCOM) Area of 
Responsibility (AOR), Feb. 2. 

USS Ponce will serve as an Afloat Forward Staging Base 
(AFSB), instead of its orginal plan to decommission in March. 
Ponce will deploy this summer in order to fulfill a long-
standing request for an AFSB in the USCENTCOM AOR. 

According to Capt. Cynthia Womble, USFF assistant 
deputy chief of staff for Fleet Personnel Development and 
Allocation, this is a great opportunity for some hard-charging 
Sailors to be on the leading edge of a new program. 

"This really is an excellent opportunity for Sailors step 
out of their comfort zone and be a part of something really 
unique. The AFSB is a concept that has been floated for quite 
some time now and the Sailors who volunteer for this mission 
are going to be the ones who have the greatest impact on the 
future of this program," said Womble. "In today's very 
competitive environment this type of assignment could make a 
difference in a Sailor's career options and promotion 
opportunities." 

As AFSB(I) 15 (I for "Interim"), the warship will be 
commanded by a Navy captain and manned by a combined 
crew of officers, enlisted Sailors, and Military Sealift 
Command (MSC) government civilian mariners. Ponce will 

remain homeported at Naval Station Norfolk, with volunteer 
officers and Sailors serving on the ship under Individual 
Augmentees (IA) orders. Tour lengths will be 12 months. 

While deployed, Ponce will support Mine Counter 
Measure and Coastal Patrol (PC) ships, and aircraft operations 
with the capability to support multiple mission packages as 
detachments when requested by USCENTCOM and/or U.S. 
5th Fleet. 

Commands with interested Sailors and officers should 
reference USFF message 250920Z JAN 12 REQUEST FOR 
VOLUNTEERS TO MAN AFLOAT FORWARD STAGING 
BASE. A link to the message is contained on the USFF 
website www.cffc.navy.mil. 

Selected Sailors will serve a one-year tour aboard and 
receive IA credit for their tour. They will be eligible for Sea 
Pay and family separation allowance in addition to other 
special pays appropriate to duties in their operating location. 

The majority of the Navy crew will be filled with, but not 
limited to, information systems technicians (IT), electronics 
technicians (ET), fire controlmen (FC), operations specialists 
(OS), gunner's mates (GM) and seamen. 

For screening purposes, volunteers are required to 
satisfactorily screen for sea duty. 

Nominee information is required via the Individual's 
Chain of Command to USFF NLT 9 Feb. 2012. 
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21. Tuskegee Airman Son, Navy Captain Speaks At NSWC PCD Black History Month Ceremony 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 02 FEB 12) ... Jacqui L. Barker, Naval Surface Warfare Center Panama City Division Public Affairs 

PANAMA CITY, Fla. -- The son of a Tuskegee Airman 
and commanding officer of Naval Surface Warfare Center 
Port Hueneme Division (NSWC PHD) served as the Naval 
Surface Warfare Center Panama City Division (NSWC PCD) 
Black History Month keynote speaker Feb. 1. 

Capt. William DeBow is the son of Lt. Col. Charles H. 
DeBow Jr., who is a member of the first graduating class of 
five Tuskegee Airmen pilots. Lt. Col. DeBow served in the 
U.S. Army Air Corps and flew 52 combat missions during 
World War II. 

The 2012 Black History Month theme is "Black Women 
in American Culture and History." This is the nation's 68th 
anniversary of the observance. NSWC PHD's commanding 
officer said he believes Black History Month embraces the 
Navy and the nation's history. 

"Black History Month captures the essence of Navy core 
values and highlights the individual initiative, integrity, 
responsibility and the wherewithal to create success. This 
embodies not only black history, but Navy and American 
history. It is this success that leads to the greatness of the 
United States of America." 

DeBow addressed the NSWC PCD family highlighting 
the historic relationship between prosperity and the values of 
honor, courage, and commitment in the American black 
experience. He also emphasized the important role diversity 

plays in mission success in all professional arenas of the 
workplace. 

"As you remember the words of Dr. Martin Luther King 
who stated that he hoped his children would not be judged by 
the color of their skin, but by the content of their character, I 
don't think there is any place you could work other than the 
military that can do this more effectively," said Cmdr. Robert 
Hoar, executive officer, NSWC PCD. "When a group of 
people are unified with one purpose, all other things like race, 
creed, color, sex, religion ... they all melt away into 
insignificance. All that you are left with is an individual and 
their abilities. The great thing about events like these is that 
we get to celebrate the cultures that went into developing 
those abilities." 

DeBow, an Officer Candidate School graduate, is a 2009 
distinguished graduate of the Industrial College of the Armed 
Forces and the National Defense University, having earned a 
Master of Science degree in National Resource Strategy and 
the Senior Acquisition Course certificate. He also holds a 
Master of Science degree in Systems Technology (Joint 
Command, Control, and Communication) and is Systems 
Engineering Level III certified. 

The event, hosted by NSWC PCD's Diversity Council, 
also featured a poetry reading of "Backbone," by Neyra 
Anderson-Spikes, and welcoming remarks by NSWC PCD 
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Diversity Council African American Black Employment 
Program Manager Dr. Jermaine Kennedy. Kennedy is also a 
NSWC PCD research physicist. 

That same day, Panama City Mayor Greg Brudnicki 
proclaimed February 2012 Black History Month. Members of 
the NSWC PCD Diversity Council were on hand for the 
proclamation signing. 

Kennedy said the Mayor's proclamation is important to 
the local community because it raises a collective community 
consciousness about the historic contributions of African 
Americans. 

"The importance is that this function urges all citizens to 
extend recognition and honor during this month as well as 
throughout the year to African Americans for outstanding 
achievements and contributions to our nation. It is an event 
that was established to reignite the remembrance of important 
people and events in the history of the African diaspora," 
Kennedy said. 

NSWC PCD is a leader in littoral warfare and coastal 
defense. 
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22. NMCB 74 Project: Great For Naval Air Station, Better For Training Seabees 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 02 FEB 12) ... Chief Mass Communication Specialist Scott B. Boyle, 25th Naval Construction Regiment 
Public Affairs 

CORPUS CHRISTI, Texas -- Training to be a Seabee 
requires more than studying manuals or sitting in a classroom. 
To excel in all aspects of construction, today's Seabees need 
real world, hands-on experience. The Construction Training 
Exercise (CTX) is designed for that very purpose. 

Naval Mobile Construction Battalion (NMCB) 74, from 
Gulfport, Miss., has a team of 21 Seabees building a boat 
ramp to support Naval Air Station (NAS) Corpus Christi, 
Texas. The homeport project gives Seabees an opportunity to 
maintain their core construction skills outside of a classroom, 
while also improving quality of life conditions at the base. 

"It gives them a sense of ownership and they are enjoying 
what they are doing," said project Assistant Officer-in-Charge 
Senior Chief Construction Electrician Raquel Jeffers. "It gets 
them out of the classroom and they get the hands-on 
experience. To see them work through the challenges is really 
rewarding," she said. 

CTX projects give Seabees on-the-job training, while also 
exposing them to the elements outside the rigid controls of the 
classroom. Steelworker 3rd Class Alan Moiles said the boat 
ramp project is complex but it gives the young Seabees a great 
opportunity to improve their skills. 

"It's very different since we don't get the mud and the 
water in the classroom," he said. "I've done rebar work before, 
but nothing like this." 

In the classroom, even during the labs in class, everything 
is controlled said Construction Electrician 2nd Class Joshua 
Guerreiro, the project crew leader. 

"The things we have encountered out here, building the 
boat ramp, the demolition, the rain and mud, it has made us 
think outside the box and come up with things they don't teach 
you in the classroom to overcome obstacles." 

Jeffers said learning to adapt and overcome 
environmental changes, while still completing a project, is a 
skill all Seabees need. The different skills needed to build the 
boat ramp also translate to projects Seabees take on during 
deployments, such as building schools and airfields. Practicing 

those skills during homeport projects makes the Seabees more 
efficient when they are in harsh, deployed environments. 

"Most everybody on this crew has come out of the desert, 
so we're good at building Southwest Asia (SWA) huts," 
Guerreiro said. "This project will give us a lot of rebar work, a 
lot of concrete work, things we have never done before and it 
will really expand our skills." 

NAS Corpus Christi Public Works Officer, Lt. Cmdr. 
Craig Clutts, sees the project as a great training opportunity 
for the battalion Seabees. 

"In my two years with NMCB 74, back in 2006-07, we 
were deployed to Iraq, Afghanistan and Guam," Clutts said. 
"We had three personnel out of 600 trained to oversee quality 
control of overhead concrete pours, the type of work these 
Seabees are executing on this base today." 

The quality of life improvement on the base is also a big 
part of the CTX concept since these projects, while giving the 
Seabees an invaluable training experience, also leave 
something behind the customers can use. 

Clutts said the base on Corpus Christi has lost several 
units over the past few years and this boat ramp will be 
extremely important in supporting base operations and 
Morale, Welfare and Recreation's mission of supporting the 
service members stationed there. 

"This project will revitalize MWR for the base," Clutts 
said. 

Since the project began, Jan. 4, 2012, people working on 
NAS Corpus Christi have been clear in their appreciation for 
the Seabees' efforts. 

"Everyone knows us now," Moiles said. "They see the 
uniform, and there aren't a lot of Seabees here, so they are 
really appreciative of what we do." 

"Every day we get praise out here, people saying 
'Seabees, we can't thank you enough,'" Jeffers added. "It is a 
big morale boost." 

The NAS Corpus Christi boat ramp project, scheduled for 
completion May 2012, is just one of several CTXs planned or 
ongoing at bases throughout the continental United States. 
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23. Naval Academy Seniors To Choose Ships 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 02 FEB 12) 

ANNAPOLIS, Md. — It’s a big night for some seniors at 
the U.S. Naval Academy. 

About 280 seniors who will be surface warfare officers 
when they graduate are scheduled to choose the ships where 
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they will first serve during a ceremony Thursday night in 
Annapolis. 

It’s known as Ship Selection Night at the academy. 

The annual ceremony represents a major milestone for 
midshipmen before they join the fleet after graduation and 
commissioning. 

Midshipmen are allowed to make their choice by order of 
merit. That takes into account academic performance. 
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24. Navy Tax Centers Open For Tax Preparation 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 02 FEB 12) ... Dania Bardavid, Office of the Judge Advocate General Public Affairs 

WASHINGTON -- More than 100 Navy Tax Assistance 
Centers around the world are now open for business, ready to 
assist Sailors and their family members with their taxes. 

Tax Assistance Centers provide Sailors, retirees and their 
dependent family members, as well as Reservists in limited 
cases, and DoD civilians overseas or deployed with the U.S. 
Armed Forces, the ability to get help with their taxes for free 
by IRS-trained volunteers. 

The purpose of this program is to help out Sailors, 
primarily junior enlisted Sailors and their dependents, by 
providing a means for them to get their taxes done at no cost. 
It is a great service that takes care of the Sailor so that they 
can focus on accomplishing their mission. 

Navy tax assistance centers are a terrific resource for 
Sailors to get free assistance with their taxes almost anywhere 
around the globe and afloat. Sailors who electronically file 
their taxes at our tax centers can expect to receive their refund 
within 8-15 days. 

During the 2010 income tax season, Navy volunteers with 
the VITA/ELF program filed more than 58,000 federal and 
state tax returns, saving service members and their family 
members more than $6.9 million in commercial tax 
preparation fees. The tax centers expedited $75 million in tax 
refunds, with 59% of those for pay grades E-1 to E-6. 

This year, Naval Legal Service Command is transitioning 
to self-service tax assistance at its tax assistance centers within 
the continental U.S. and Hawaii. This will not affect overseas 
locations and Guam or tax assistance at most fleet-run sites. 

The self-service program educates Sailors on tax 
preparation and promotes self-reliance and financial 
accountability, a life-long skill. 

Under self-service, Sailors and their families file their 
own tax returns using free tax filing software on computers 
established in Navy tax centers with the assistance of IRS-
trained volunteers. 

Taxes are submitted electronically, and refunds are 
deposited directly into a Sailor's bank account on an average 
of two weeks from the date of transmission. 

Sailors using a tax assistance center will save money. 
Commercial tax preparation companies charge on average, 
more than $170 for the average electronically-filed return. 
There is no charge for VITA/self-service tax preparation. 

Using a tax assistance center also reduces errors that can 
occur when preparing taxes on your own. Tax center 
volunteers are trained and certified by the IRS and are very 
knowledgeable on how to prepare your taxes. 

Sailors using a tax center will also avoid being marketed a 
short-term, high-interest loan that they do not need by tax 
preparation companies. 

Taxes are due this year April 17, and tax assistance 
centers in the U.S. will be open through this date to 
accommodate Sailors. 

Sailors overseas will receive an automatic two-month 
extension to file their taxes; so overseas VITA centers will 
stay open for that time. 

Sailors deployed to a combat zone or who are part of a 
contingency operation get an automatic extension to file their 
taxes for at least 180 days upon their return. Tax assistance 
centers in large fleet concentration and ECRC areas such as 
Norfolk and San Diego assist Sailors who are returning from a 
deployment year-round. 

Sailors who wish to file 'married filing jointly' and who 
wish to file their tax return electronically must be present with 
their spouse to sign the required forms. If their spouse cannot 
be present, they will need a valid power of attorney for tax 
preparation. 

Sailors who are deployed to a combat zone and wish to 
file 'married filing jointly' but did not give their spouse a 
power of attorney may still file their taxes. The spouse must 
attach a signed statement explaining that the Sailor is currently 
serving in a combat zone. 

The VITA program and self-service program is available 
to those who qualify for legal assistance, including active duty 
military and their dependent family members, retirees and 
their dependent family members, Reservists in certain 
circumstances and Department of Defense civilians in limited 
circumstances when overseas, in a combat zone or on a 
contingency operation. 

A complete list of U.S. Navy tax assistance centers is 
available online by accessing the Navy JAG website, and 
clicking the banner at the bottom of the home page for tax 
information. 
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25. NAVFAC Announces 2012 Engineers Of The Year 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 02 FEB 12) ... Don Rochon, Naval Facilities Engineering Command Public Affairs 

WASHINGTON -- Commander, Naval Facilities 
Engineering Command announced the 2012 NAVFAC 
military and civilian Engineers of the Year award recipients 
Feb. 2. 

Rear Adm. Christopher J. Mossey announced Senior Civil 
Engineer Bruce Seamans, NAVFAC Atlantic in Norfolk, Va., 

as the Civilian Engineer of the Year; and Lt. Christopher 
Casne, Facilities Engineering Acquisition Division (FEAD) 
team leader, NAVFAC Hawaii, as the Military Engineer of the 
Year. 

"These two civil engineers represent the best of the 
Navy," said NAVFAC Chief Engineer and Director of Capital 
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Improvements Joseph Gott. "Their accomplishments directly 
contributed to the success of our supported commanders and 
distinguished them among their peers." 

Seamans served as the chief engineer for the Kandahar 
Provincial Reconstruction Team and Regional Command 
South from August 2010 to July 2011. While traveling with 
units throughout his area of operations, he provided 
engineering assessments of potential projects, and simplified 
complex and technical advice to both International Security 
Assistance Forces (ISAF) and Afghan villagers. 

He provided engineering input on more than 50 projects 
that contributed to stability in Kandahar, and served as the 
subject matter expert in meetings with the Kandahar governor 
and city mayor. 

Seamans received a Bachelor of Science in Engineering 
Technology and a master's degree in Engineering Management 
from Old Dominion University, Va. 

Casne's engineering achievements included the 
development of operational readiness orders for six military 
commands, logistical support for two naval mobile 

construction battalions, critical construction oversight for Joint 
Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam (JBPHH) in Hawaii, and 
sustainable development for the Navy's shore infrastructure. 

He served as the NAVFAC Hawaii FEAD team leader for 
13 construction projects valued at more than $31 million in 
support of the Pacific Fleet Seabees, which allowed them to 
forward deploy at a significantly higher operational rating. 

He also managed the construction execution of 72 
projects valued at more than $175 million for JBPHH, 
including two Leadership in Energy and Environmental 
Design (LEED) projects with a "net zero" energy rating. 

Seamans and Casne will represent NAVFAC in the 
competition for the 2012 Federal Engineer of the Year Award 
and are among the top 10 finalists in the competition. 

The Federal Engineer of the Year is selected by a panel of 
judges established by the National Society of Professional 
Engineers. Agency winners, the top 10 finalists, and the 
individual selected to win the Federal Engineer of the Year 
Award will be recognized at the National Press Club in 
Washington, D.C., Feb. 23. 
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26. NAVFAC Pacific Announces 2012 Federal Engineer Of The Year 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 02 FEB 12) ... Krista K. Catian, Naval Facilities Engineering Command Public Affairs 

PEARL HARBOR -- Naval Facilities Engineering 
Command (NAVFAC) Pacific Commander Rear Admiral 
Kate Gregory presented Clint Hashiba with the 2012 Federal 
Engineer of the Year award Feb. 1 at NAVFAC Pacific 
headquarters. 

From an elite group of nominees, Hashiba, NAVFAC 
Pacific Capital Improvements Cost and Specs Engineering 
branch electrical engineer, was selected based on his 
education, professional registration, continuing education, 
professional and technical society activities, awards and 
honors, civic and humanitarian activities and engineering 
achievements. 

"This award recognizes the complete dedication and hard 
work performed by Clint to enable our Supported 
Commanders as they accomplish their mission," said 
NAVFAC Pacific Vice Commander Capt. Pete Lynch. "Clint's 
professionalism and technical acumen are highlighted in this 
award and his talents and capabilities are reflected in all of our 
employees at NAVFAC Pacific. Our team of competent 
professionals work diligently each and every day to support 
our war fighters." 

Hashiba is the principal engineer responsible for 
preparation and review of DD1391 documentation required for 
Congressional approval of the Military Construction Program 
(MILCON) for over $300 million yearly and DD1391 
preparation for the Guam Defense Policy Review Initiative 
program totaling more than $1 billion. 

He is also a member of the NAVFAC Consistency 
Review Board, which meets annually and reviews all 
MILCON DD1391 documents across the NAVFAC 
corporation. As a member of the original MILCON Team 
Planning and Programming Process improvements team, 
Hashiba helped develop improvements to the MILCON 
documentation process that are used today. 

"Clint has shown tremendous support as both a leader and 
team player and is well-deserving of this award," said Lynch. 

"It is truly a great honor to receive this recognition from 
NAVFAC Pacific and the National Society of Professional 
Engineers," said Hashiba. "To be selected as the top among 
numerous engineers is such a great accomplishment and it is 
extremely rewarding." 
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27. Dahlgren Training Center Announces Its Civilian Of The Year 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 02 FEB 12) ... Kimberly M. Lansdale, Center for Surface Combat Systems 

DAHLGREN, Va. -- The Center for Surface Combat 
System's (CSCS) Aegis Training and Readiness Center 
(ATRC) announced it top civilian employee Feb. 2. 

Sherri Stein, a purchase card administrator, was 
recognized as the 2011 ATRC Civilian of the Year. 

"Sherri's dedication to the staff at ATRC, and throughout 
the Center for Surface Combat Systems (CSCS) domain, is 
second to none and validated by comments made by people 
she supported throughout the year," said Stein's supervisor 
Craig Morrison, ATRC's Training Readiness director. 

Stein manages and oversees ATRC's training directorate's 
government commercial purchase card program, ensuring the 

program is in accordance with Department of Defense and 
Department of the Navy policies, procedures and regulations. 
This includes ensuring staff members are properly trained, 
appointed and capable of performing their duties. 

Stein also provides general oversight of CSCS 
detachments that have purchase card programs include 
monitoring, providing direction and compiling reports to 
Naval Education and Training Command (NETC), CSCS' 
parent command. 

Stein was very appreciative when she learned she was 
selected. 
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"I was stunned at first, but very grateful," Stein said. "I 
monitor the accounts regularly for any potential issues and 
make certain they are current and accurate. I perform monthly 
transactional reviews on the cardholder's statements and 
required paperwork, and take appropriate action on non-
compliance issues." 

Stein is very engaged in the command outside of her 
primary responsibilities. She is also ATRC's supply officer, 
telecommunications control officer, and manages the contract 
for cell phones, blackberries and air cards. 

"It's apparent she takes her responsibilities very seriously, 
and it's evident in her vigilant management of important and 
critical telecommunication and purchase card programs," 
Morrison said. "Ms. Stein's professionalism, dedication and 
obvious desire to provide the very best in customer service are 
obvious by the smooth daily operations of ATRC's supply 
division. The words 'proficient,' 'reliable' and 'dedicated' 
describe her and are the foundation of our supply system that 
is at the pinnacle of distinction." 

Stein says she enjoys being part of the ATRC community. 
"I find great satisfaction in providing an answer to a 

question or helping to find a resolution to a problem," Stein 
said. 

ATRC's traditional school house instruction is delivered 
24 hours a day, five days a week. Nearly 1,200 enlisted fire 
controlmen and 550 surface warfare, limited duty and aviation 
officers graduate annually. 

Military instructors are typically fleet returnees who bring 
relevant, recent experience to the classroom. Contracted 
instructors are typically prior Aegis Sailors who provide 
continuity to the instructional staff. Electronic classrooms, 
electronic technical manuals, and long-range connectivity 
allow for continued expansion of the quantity and quality of 
training to meet growing training requirements. ATRC's 
ongoing efforts include examining new technologies and 
training methods for innovative, less costly ways to train to 
meet new challenges and needs of the United States Navy. 
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28. Navy Discharges 8 Sailors Over Possible Hazing Incident 
Discharged Sailor Claims Alleged Hazing Was 'Roughhousing' 
(KGTV ABC SAN DIEGO 02 FEB 12) ... John Carroll 

SAN DIEGO -- U.S. Navy officials discharged eight 
Sailors from the USS Bonhomme Richard for an alleged 
incident of hazing and assault. 

One of the discharged Sailors told 10News Thursday he 
believes the Navy rushed to judgment and had the video to 
prove it. 

The Sailor, "Bill," showed 10News video of several 
Sailors in what appeared to be a locker room area aboard the 
ship. Two of the Sailors, dressed in blue camouflage uniforms, 
are shown wrestling. One was clearly in control at the outset, 
but that changed as the other Sailor gained control. A few 
seconds later, the Sailor first in control taps out, and then both 
Sailors walked away, appearing not to be injured. 

The Navy said one of those Sailors later complained to a 
ship doctor about being injured. He said he passed out and 
suffered painful injuries. 

"He said that he passed out in the process, in the middle 
of wrestling, but like other people that was there … that didn't 
occur," Bill said. 

Bill said he told Navy investigators that it was just a case 
of roughhousing, but he told 10News investigators refused to 
hear him out. 

Navy officials told 10News an investigation was launched 
after the alleged victim went to the doctor. That investigation 

ended up with Bill and seven others receiving general 
discharges. 

However, Bill claimed the alleged victim lied to 
investigators and added, "They questioned him and he didn't 
want to get in trouble so he put the blame on everybody else." 

Bill said the Navy rushed to judgment without having all 
the facts, but Navy officials countered that the ship's 
commanding officer did a thorough investigation. Navy 
officials also said the commanding officer was simply 
following the military's Uniform Code of Justice, which 
compels him to maintain good order and discipline on the 
ship. 

Bill said even though the victim said he passed out, the 
video shows something else. 

"Nobody passed out, nobody was injured," Bill said. 
Bill contends the careers of eight Sailors were cut short 

because of one Sailor's lies. 
Navy officials told 10News that even though the Sailors 

have been discharged, the investigation is not yet complete. 
10News learned the Sailors have an opportunity to appeal, 

but one Navy official was unsure whether any of the Sailors 
have pursued that course of action. 

View Clip (RT: 2:40) 
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29. It Pays To Retire As Military's Top Brass 
Some can make more in pensions than pay 
(USA TODAY 03 FEB 12) ... Tom Vanden Brook 

A change in federal law to keep experienced officers in 
uniform allows top generals and admirals to make more in 
retirement than they did on active duty, Pentagon and 
congressional records show. 

The new pension rules were part of the 2007 Defense 
Authorization Act to address concerns that the military would 
lose too many experienced generals and admirals during 
wartime. 

Previously, the maximum annual pension was based on an 
officer's pay at 26 years of service. Now, a four-star officer 
retiring in 2011 with 38 years' experience would get a yearly 
pension of about $219,600, a jump of $84,000, or 63% beyond 
what was once allowed. A three-star officer with 35 years' 
experience would get about $169,200 a year, up about 
$39,000, or 30%. 
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The highest pension, $272,892, is paid to a retired four-
star officer with 43 years of service, according to the 
Pentagon. Before the law was changed, the typical pension for 
a retired four-star officer was $134,400. The top pay for an 
active-duty officer is capped at $179,900; housing and other 
allowances boost their compensation by another third. 

"These changes cumulatively provide consistent 
recognition across an individual's entire career, not just the 
first 26 years of service," Pentagon spokeswoman Eileen 
Lainez said. "This recognition also translates into increased 
readiness through the increased retention of our most 
experienced leaders." 

The Project on Government Oversight, which looks at 
waste in government, said the pensions were too much. 

"At a time when the Pentagon is struggling to pay for the 
men and women who actually fight wars, and is shrinking the 

size of its fighting force and civilian employees, it doesn't 
make sense to nearly double the size of a retired four-star's 
pension," said Nick Schwellenbach, director of investigations 
for the group. 

Defense Secretary Leon Panetta has said that retirement 
benefits will have to be re-examined in light of lean budgets in 
coming years. 

There are 146 three-star officers and 44 four-star officers 
receiving the higher pensions. 

Increasing pension payments to the most-senior officers is 
unlikely to encourage them to stay in the military, said Beth 
Asch, an expert at the RAND Corp. But, she said, it may 
entice younger officers to remain in the military if the future 
payoff for doing so is substantial. 
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FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
30. U.S. Navy Still Sees Savings On Its Version Of Northrop Drone 
(REUTERS 03 FEB 12) ... Andrea Shalal-Esa 

WASHINGTON - The U.S. Navy still hopes to find cost 
savings on its version of Northrop Grumman Corp's unmanned 
Global Hawk spy plane, despite concerns that the Pentagon's 
decision to scrap the Air Force model will eliminate promised 
economies of scale. 

Neither the Navy nor the Air Force are providing many 
details until the Pentagon's fiscal 2013 budget is released on 
February 13, but the Navy says both military services will 
continue to look for synergies on the unmanned aircraft 
programs. 

U.S. Navy spokeswoman Captain Cate Mueller declined 
comment on whether cancellation of the Air Force's Global 
Hawk Block 30 aircraft would raise the per-plane cost of the 
Navy's Broad Area Maritime Surveillance (BAMS) program. 

But she said the Navy and Air Force still jointly planned 
to base the BAMS and Global Hawk planes at overseas 
locations to eliminate redundant efforts and boost operational 
flexibility. Those plans would be reviewed when final budget 
decisions on the Global Hawk program were officially 
released, she said. 

"Additional synergy initiatives continue to be reviewed by 
a joint Navy/Air Force Synergies Working Group, which will 
generate cost savings for both programs," she added. 

Current plans call for the Navy to buy a total of 70 BAMS 
planes, including two test aircraft. 

The Air Force had been slated to buy a total of 31 Global 
Hawk Block 30s, which fly at 60,000 feet and can stay aloft 
for 24 hours, in addition to 13 earlier versions and 11 next-
generation Block 40s. The new plan calls for 10 fewer Block 
30 aircraft, with the rest of those models to be put in storage. 

The Air Force had planned to buy a total of 31 Global 
Hawk Block 30 aircraft for a total of about $2 billion. 
Fourteen have been delivered and have been used to gather 
intelligence over Iraq, Afghanistan and Libya, and for 
surveillance after natural disasters in Japan and Haiti. 

The U.S. Congress has the final say and some lawmakers 
have already questioned the decision, especially given the U.S. 
military's shifting focus to the Asia-Pacific region, where the 
Global Hawk's long reach would be a big asset. 

Analysts also wonder about the impact of the decision on 
the economies of scale that were promised when the Navy 
chose the Northrop drone to replace its P-3 spy plane. 

Loren Thompson, an analyst with the Lexington Institute, 
said the Air Force had made a budget-driven decision "but 
nobody thought through the consequences for the joint force." 

Analyst Byron Callan at Capital Alpha Partners said he 
expected some "howling" from lawmakers but predicted the 
Pentagon would prevail in the end, with any cost increases on 
the associated programs staying in the single-digit range. 

Decision "Thoroughly Analyzed" 
Cheryl Irwin, a spokeswoman for the Pentagon, said the 

cancellation decision -- and any consequences for other related 
programs -- had been "thoroughly analyzed." She declined 
further comment until after the fiscal 2013 budget is released. 

Northrop Chief Executive Wes Bush told analysts on 
Wednesday the company was disappointed by the decision 
and was taking its concerns directly to the Pentagon. 

"We will be working with the Pentagon to discuss 
alternatives that will ensure more cost-effective transition into 
production for the other programs that are based on Global 
Hawk," Bush said on a conference call. He declined to 
elaborate. 

Industry experts say the Air Force could face hundreds of 
millions of dollars in termination fees for cancelling the 
program, which the Pentagon already restructured last June. 

At the time, Ashton Carter, the Pentagon's acquisition 
chief, said the planes were needed for national security and 
blamed cost increases on unfunded requirements, additional 
needs for spares and support equipment, and an unrealistic 
schedule. 

Carter, now deputy defense secretary, told reporters last 
week the Block 30 version had been axed because it had 
"become too expensive in a resource-constrained 
environment." 

The company is trying to avoid a break in production at 
its Palmdale, California facility, where some 2,700 employees 
work on the overall program. It was not immediately clear 
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how many workers would be affected by the program 
cancellation. 

The last four Global Hawk Block 30 aircraft are in testing 
or final stages of production at the plant and there are no 
Block 40 planes in production anymore. 

The Navy's fiscal 2012 budget called for three planes to 
be ordered in fiscal 2013, and four each year in 2014-16. That 
means the factory could be idle for some time between orders. 

The Air Force has retired the first generation Block 10 
airplanes, but still flies some Global Hawk Block 20 models. 

The planes alone sell for about $30 million each, or 
around $65 million, including sensors and ground stations. 
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31. Navy's Newest Tactical Satellite Nearing Launch 
(DEFENSE DAILY 03 FEB 12) 

The first of the Navy's next generation of narrowband 
tactical satellites is set for launch later this month, with the 
entire constellation on course for operations within four years. 

The Mobile User Objective Satellite (MUOS) was loaded 
into its capsule last week ahead of the scheduled Feb. 16 lift-
off aboard an Atlas V rocket at Cape Canaveral, Fla. The 
launch will be carried out by United Launch Alliance, a joint 
venture between Lockheed Martin and Boeing. 

The MUOS program is intended to replace the Ultra High 
Frequency Follow-On system, boasting a 10 times greater 
communications capacity than its predecessor, said Lockheed 
Martin, the prime contractor for MUOS. The system is to 
provide mobile warfighters with point-to-point and netted 

communications services at enhanced data rates, the company 
said. 

The second MUOS system is planned for launch in early 
2013 with the following three systems, including a spare 
orbiter, to follow in each subsequent year. The constellation is 
set to become operational in 2015, said Michaela Rubala, a 
Lockheed Martin spokeswoman. 

The satellites feature dual payloads that upgrade military 
users to the MUOS wideband code division multiple access 
system while enabling concurrent operations for existing 
legacy users, Lockheed Martin said. 

Boeing and General Dynamics are subcontractors on the 
program. 
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32. Navy's 5th Fleet Receives Torpedo Upgrade 
(DEFENSE DAILY 03 FEB 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

The Navy's 5th Fleet has received software upgrades to 
the Mk 54 lightweight torpedoes under an urgent need to 
address a potential capability gap. 

Naval Sea Systems Command (NAVSEA) spent 18 
months producing the new software and completed installing 
it on the fleet of Mk54s this month under a request submitted 
by the Bahrain-based 5th Fleet, the command said. Mk54s are 

deployed on surface combatants and helicopters for anti-
submarine warfare. 

NAVSEA would not specify the capability gap the 
upgrade to the Raytheon -built torpedo sought to correct, nor 
whether it would be required for the rest of the Navy's arsenal 
of Mk-54s. 

The quick upgrade was enabled by the torpedo's open 
architecture design, NAVSEA said. 
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BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
33. Lawmakers Say Mayport Move Not Fiscally Prudent 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 03 FEB 12) ... Bill Bartel 

NORFOLK -Now that Defense Secretary Leon Panetta 
has proposed a new defense strategy that involves reducing 
military spending, Hampton Roads' four congressmen want 
him to abandon plans to move a Norfolk-based aircraft carrier 
to Mayport, Fla. 

In a letter to Panetta on Wednesday, the lawmakers said 
the secretary's recent announcement that he wants to retire 
several Navy ships and delay delivery of others in part 
because of budget concerns should also lead him to question 
the need for the Mayport relocation. The Navy wants to move 
the carrier in 2019. 

"Given the breadth of defense budget reductions now 
being applied across the department, and specifically to the 
U.S. Navy, we remain convinced that allocating an estimated 
$500 million to $1 billion to this project would not be in the 
strategic interests of the Department of the Navy or in the 
fiscal interests of the nation," they wrote. 

The letter is signed by U.S. Reps. Randy Forbes, R-
Chesapeake; Scott Rigell, R-Virginia Beach; Bobby Scott, D-
Newport News; and Rob Wittman, R-Westmoreland County. 

They also reminded Panetta that Chief of Naval 
Operations Adm. Jonathan Greenert promised the region's 
congressional delegation in November that the Navy would re-
examine the Mayport move as a part of an overall review of 
defense strategy and budgeting. 

Hampton Roads leaders worry about the economic 
downside of the relocation. Losing a carrier would cost the 
region 6,000 jobs and $425 million in annual revenue, 
according to estimates by economists. 

Members of Congress from Florida have been pushing 
hard for the carrier move, arguing that two East Coast bases 
are needed but also acknowledging the economic benefit to 
their state. 

"Leaders at the highest levels of the Pentagon have stated 
from day one that they stand behind the strategic imperative of 
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two nuclear-capable homeports on the East Coast - one in 
Norfolk, one in Mayport," U.S. Rep. Ander Crenshaw, a 
Republican whose district includes the Florida naval port, said 
Thursday in a statement responding to the Virginia 
delegation's letter. 

View Letter (PDF) 
Broadcast Clip - Local Congressmen Send Letter To 

Panetta, Fighting Carrier Move 
(WVEC ABC NORFOLK 02 FEB 12) Mike Gooding 

Hampton Roads’ four Congressman are joining forces to 
try and stop an aircraft carrier from being moved to Mayport, 
Florida. 

On Thursday, a letter was sent to Defense Secretary Leon 
Panetta from Republicans Randy Forbes, Scott Rigell, Rob 
Wittman and Democrat Bobby Scott. It called such a 
relocation "fiscally irresponsible.” 

Norfolk mayor Paul Fraim agrees. 
View Clip (RT: 2:21) 
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34. Joint Chiefs Chairman Pushes BRAC 
(GOVERNMENT EXECUTIVE 2 FEB 12) ... Caitlin Fairchild 

Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Martin Dempsey 
warned that if Congress fails to grant him the ability to 
balance Defense Department cuts worse problems could 
result, the American Forces Press Service reported Thursday. 

Despite Congress’ decision to slash the department’s 
budget, Dempsey said lawmakers may not approve of another 
round of base realignments and closures, which the Obama 
administration has said it will request. 

Federal News Radio reported that House Armed Services 
Committee Chairman Buck McKeon, R-Calif., has promised 
to kill any BRAC proposals. 

“We’ve got to make it clear,” Dempsey said, “if you 
withhold my ability to balance this thing, you could create 
some problems you don’t want to face downstream.” 

Speaking to the Reserve Officers Association, Dempsey 
said that with a $487 billion budget reduction over the next 
decade, infrastructure must change accordingly. 

“When we talk about balancing the force and our 
investment in balance, there’s manpower costs, there’s 
modernization and equipment costs, there’s training and 
maintenance costs, and then there’s this thing called 
infrastructure -- just those things involved with turning the 
lights on and off,” he said. 

Cuts will have to be made proportionally from all areas of 
the department, Dempsey said. 

“We’re going to need to get our infrastructure under 
control,” he said, emphasizing that the department must run 
like a business. “That’s why manpower costs have to be on the 
table, just like infrastructure.” 

Dempsey acknowledged that senior Defense officials 
don’t want to close bases, but they are simply faced with 
tough choices. 

“By the way, I didn’t pass the Budget Control Act,” he 
said. “I didn’t say, ‘Hey how about hitting me with a bill for 
$500 billion?’ ” 
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35. U.S. Gives Green Light To Offshore Wind Farms 
No major impact found in plans for turbines off Mid-Atlantic coast 
(BALTIMORE SUN 02 FEB 12) ... Timothy B. Wheeler 

Lighting Maryland homes with power from giant turbines 
off Ocean City moved closer to reality Thursday as federal 
officials announced they are ready to go forward with leasing 
vast areas along the Mid-Atlantic coast for wind farms. 

Interior Secretary Ken Salazar said at a news conference 
at Baltimore's Inner Harbor that his staff found that no 
significant impact to the environment, shipping or other 
activities would result from letting developers start studies and 
plans for harnessing ocean winds from New Jersey to 
Virginia. 

Salazar, who had pledged more than a year ago to 
streamline the regulatory process for putting turbines offshore, 
said his Bureau of Ocean Energy Management would start 
soliciting bids for leasing up to 80,000 acres off Maryland. 
Eight companies or partnerships had expressed interest in 
2010. 

"This is not going to be something that's going to be 
waiting around for multiple years," Salazar said. "We'll have 
those leases issued by the end of 2012." 

But it is likely to be at least five years before construction 
begins, industry officials and supporters said, if the projects 
costing billions of dollars clear all of the regulatory, political 
and economic hurdles that lie ahead. The federal government's 
favorable environmental review shortened the red tape by as 

much as two years, they said, since a more detailed study is 
not needed now. 

After developers sign leases with the federal government, 
they will be allowed to put buoys and towers offshore to 
measure winds and take readings needed to plan and design 
their projects. Before starting construction, they will have to 
perform detailed studies of the potential impact of the turbines 
on fish, birds, bats, shipping and other activities. The studies 
could take two years. 

The area off Maryland's coast would stretch from 10 
nautical miles off Ocean City to 27 nautical miles out to sea. A 
nautical mile is about 6,076 feet compared with a mile on land 
of 5,280 feet. 

Gov. Martin O'Malley, who was on hand, called the 
announcement a "very positive step forward." He is counting 
on offshore wind to help meet Maryland's goal of obtaining 20 
percent of its power from renewable sources by 2022. 

"The energy is there," the governor said. "We need the 
energy... We need the jobs, and we need a more renewable, 
cleaner, greener future for our kids." 

O'Malley will try to persuade Maryland lawmakers to 
back his most recent proposal for giving financial incentives to 
develop offshore wind farms. After failing to get a bill through 
the General Assembly last year, he has introduced one with a 
different approach, which would require Maryland electricity 
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providers to get up to 2.5 percent of their power from turbines 
off the coast. 

The governor, whose measure is scheduled for a Senate 
hearing Feb. 14, has noted the potential jobs that would stem 
from the design, construction and operation of offshore wind 
farms as well as its environmental benefits of producing 
electricity without polluting the air. Wind farms are operating 
now in Western Maryland. 

Abigail Hopper, the governor's energy adviser, said 
O'Malley's legislation would call for getting power from a 
wind farm with a generating capacity of 310 megawatts. One 
or more projects that size would employ about 1,200 people 
for five years in manufacturing and assembling the turbines 
and related infrastructure, she said, then support about 250 
permanent jobs maintaining the facility. 

Lawmakers balked last year over requiring Maryland 
ratepayers pay more for their electricity to subsidize offshore 
wind farms. Offshore wind power could cost up to 20 cents 
per kilowatt-hour under the governor's bill, roughly double 
what Baltimore Gas & Electric Co. customers now pay for 
power produced largely by burning coal. O'Malley's bill would 
cap the extra cost of offshore wind at $2 a month for 
households. 

"This is a big, complicated undertaking," the governor 
said, "but one we must undertake." 

O'Malley said he hopes the federal government might join 
with the states in pledging to buy power from offshore wind 
farms, which would help developers secure the financing 
needed to go forward. 

Salazar said O'Malley had telephoned Navy Secretary 
Ray Mabus this week to urge the service, which has bases in 
Virginia and Maryland, to consider such a commitment. 
President Barack Obama had declared in his State of the 
Union speech this week that the Navy would be purchasing 
enough clean energy to power a quarter-million homes a year, 
but did not provide details. 

Salazar's announcement was attended by environmental 
activists who support offshore wind and by business 
representatives interested in bidding for leases or in making 
turbine parts and related facilities. 

Among them was Prasad Karunakaran, CEO and founder 
of Nadicom, a new iron-casting company based in Fulton in 
Howard County that aims to build wind turbine components. 
The company is building its first manufacturing facility in 

Iowa to supply the booming land-based wind energy industry 
there, he said, but is interested in setting up operations in 
Maryland as well. 

"We know it's five years out," Karunakaran said, "but our 
eyes are open to the offshore market." 

The area off Maryland's coast that would be open for 
leasing is less than half what had originally been proposed; it 
was limited to avoid conflicts with shipping entering and 
leaving Delaware Bay. Other areas could be excluded as more 
detailed impact studies are done. 

The draft environmental assessment issued last summer 
included an option for shrinking the state's offshore wind 
leasing area even more — by roughly 80 percent — to steer 
clear of other areas shippers are concerned about. The final 
report bypassed that option without explanation. 

But Dana E. Goward, director of maritime transportation 
systems at the U.S. Coast Guard, said the service is still 
studying potential shipping issues stemming from wind 
turbines along the Atlantic coast and could recommend that 
other areas not be leased. 

Bird lovers reacted cautiously to Thursday's 
announcement. 

Kurt R. Schwarz, conservation chair for the Maryland 
Ornithological Society, said his group has concerns about the 
potential for the 400-foot tall turbines to disrupt or harm 
migrating birds, particularly red knots, which stop in Delaware 
Bay each spring on their annual flight from Brazil to Canada. 
Their numbers have fallen so much in recent years that they 
are under consideration for federal protection under the 
Endangered Species Act. Schwarz said the red knots' 
migration path takes them through turbine leasing areas off 
Maryland and Delaware. 

Officials said those and other concerns must be addressed 
by wind developers before turbines could be built, and that the 
only structures being put up in the next year or two would be a 
handful of meteorological towers to monitor wind and weather 
conditions. Those towers would not pose a significant risk to 
birds, officials said. 

Schwarz said lighting on the towers would have to be set 
up to avoid attracting birds, noting cases of large kills 
associated with lights on similar structures on land. 

Schwarz said the ornithological society does not oppose 
offshore wind but wants officials to "proceed cautiously." 
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36. Obama Said To Curtail $21 Billion Plan To Expand Military Presence In Guam 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 02 FEB 12) ... Roxana Tiron and Gopal Ratnam 

President Barack Obama plans to curtail a plan costing as 
much as $21.1 billion to expand the U.S. military’s presence 
in Guam and instead will rotate some of the Marines through 
the Asia-Pacific region, people familiar with the matter said. 

The administration now intends to send about 4,500 U.S. 
Marines stationed in Japan to Guam and to rotate an additional 
4,000 through Australia, Subic Bay and perhaps a smaller base 
in the Philippines and Hawaii, according to the people, who 
asked not to be identified because the plan hasn't been 
announced. 

The U.S. is realigning forces in the Asia-Pacific as the 
Obama administration refocuses attention on the region after 
more than a decade of wars in Iraq and Afghanistan. At the 

same time, the Pentagon is seeking to cut about $490 billion 
from projected defense spending over a decade. 

Some of the Marines going to Guam under the 
administration’s revised plan will be based in the U.S. territory 
in the Pacific temporarily, known as on rotation, instead of 
being permanently stationed there, the people said. 

As part of a 2006 agreement with Japan, 8,600 Marines 
and 9,000 dependents were to be transferred from Okinawa in 
Japan almost 1,500 miles (2,413 kilometers) south to Guam by 
2014. 

Representative Madeleine Bordallo, a Democrat from 
Guam, cautioned against depending too much on a temporary 
presence. 
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“There must be a balance between a robust permanent 
presence of Marines as well as a rotational component,” she 
said yesterday in an e-mail. “It’s foolish to believe a rotational 
component would save any money in the long run.”  

The Pentagon considers Guam “an essential part of our 
larger Asia-Pacific strategy,” Commander Leslie Hull-Ryde, a 
Defense Department spokeswoman, said yesterday in an e-
mail. “We are committed to developing Guam as a strategic 
hub and to establishing an operational Marine Corps presence 
on Guam by relocating some Marines from Okinawa to 
Guam.” 

“Recognizing the budget realities here, as well as the 
environmental challenges we face on Guam, the department is 
considering options that will fulfill our regional commitments 
most efficiently and effectively,” Hull-Ryde said. 

The Obama administration’s change in plans on locating 
forces in Guam also follows objections in the U.S. Senate over 
the cost of building infrastructure in the island territory. 

In May, three senators called on the Pentagon to re-
examine military basing plans in East Asia, saying billions of 
dollars may be saved in South Korea, Japan and Guam. 

Senate Armed Services Committee Chairman Carl Levin, 
a Michigan Democrat, joined Senators John McCain of 
Arizona, the panel’s senior Republican, and Jim Webb, a 
Virginia Democrat and the chairman of the personnel 
subcommittee, in calling for reducing the planned Marine 
Corps expansion on Guam. 

Instead, the lawmakers called for rotating combat units 
based elsewhere and for examining the feasibility of moving 
Marine Corps Air Station Futenma on Okinawa, Japan, to 
Kadena Air Base, Okinawa, while avoiding building a 
replacement facility. Local officials have complained about 
noise, pollution and safety issues at Futenma. 

In approving the Pentagon’s fiscal year 2012 budget, 
Congress blocked funding for the relocation of Marines to 
Guam until the Defense Department provided a master plan. 
The Pentagon had to consider “alternatives that may provide 
the needed Marine forward presence at much less expense,” 
McCain said in a Senate speech in September. 

McCain said at the time that he expected the 
redeployment of forces from Japan to Guam to cost $18 
billion to $23 billion. The Government Accountability Office 
estimated in a June 27, 2011 report the cost of the Guam 
military buildup to be about $23.9 billion, including the $21.1 
billion U.S. share as well as contributions from Japan. 

Alternatives to Guam, especially in other countries, may 
prove more expensive over time, Guam’s Republican 
Governor Eddie Baza Calvo said in an e-mail. 

“Guam is the perfect place for the buildup,” he said. “We 
are the closest U.S. community to Asia.” Unlike “many 
foreign countries and even some U.S. communities, we 
welcome an increased military presence.” 

The Obama administration’s plans to move forces out of 
Japan no longer are contingent on progress in building a new 
site for the Futenma air station on Okinawa, according to the 
people familiar with the plan. The change may require 
renegotiating existing agreements with Japan, they said. 

The initial agreement to move some U.S. forces from 
Japan to Guam was contingent on progress in building a new 
facility to shift the Futenma air station to a less populated part 
of Okinawa. 

In February 2009, the U.S. and Japan agreed that the III 
Marine Expeditionary Force’s relocation to Guam is 
dependent on “tangible progress” by Japan toward the 
completion of a replacement for the Futenma air station on 
Okinawa, according to the GAO. 

By 2014, the Futenma air station is scheduled to move 
north to a new facility at Camp Schwab in northeastern 
Okinawa. Japan committed to provide as much as $6.09 
billion to fund the move of some forces to Guam and replace 
Futenma. 

Japan is expected to recoup as much as $3.3 billion of the 
Guam relocation cost over time in the form of repayments 
from the U.S. government and rents paid by the Marines 
through their housing allowances, according to the GAO. 

The Obama administration already is engaged in 
discussions with Philippines and Australia as it seeks to 
realign forces in the region. 

One objective is to maintain a significant U.S. force west 
of the International Dateline, said a U.S. official who spoke on 
condition of anonymity because he isn’t authorized to discuss 
the administration’s plans publicly. 

Last month, Philippine officials said they were seeking 
closer ties with the U.S. including “rotating and more 
frequent” military presence to deter China from operating in 
disputed waters of the South China Sea. 

Some Philippine politicians are seeking a greater 
American presence at Subic Bay, a large U.S. naval base 
during the Vietnam War, as a way to create jobs in the nearby 
city of Olangapo, the U.S. official said. 

Philippine Secretary of Foreign Affairs Albert del Rosario 
visited Washington Jan. 28 and met Secretary of State Hillary 
Clinton and Defense Secretary Leon Panetta. 

Australia agreed in November to host a contingent of U.S. 
Marines at its northern port of Darwin. 
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37. Senator Guthertz Remains Optimistic We'll See A "Good Sized Buildup" 
(PACIFIC NEWS CENTER (GUAM) 02 FEB 12) ... Clynt Ridgell 

GUAM  The Legislature's Military Buildup Chair, 
Senator Judi Guthertz, couldn't confirm the Kyodo report that 
only 5-thousand, and not 8-thousand Marines would be 
coming to Guam. 

But if true, she said it would be in line with numerous 
signals from DoD over the past year that the originally 
proposed Guam buildup would be scaled back. And she 
supports a smaller buildup. 

"I'm not disappointed about it. In fact I think we should 
support this as part of the overall strategy to increase the 
military presence in this region of the world and it will include 
Guam. I'm very optimistic that we're still going to see a good 
sized buildup on Guam and we're going to see benefits from 
this buildup,” said Guthertz. 

And Guam Congresswoman Madeleine Bordallo also 
responded to the Kyodo report releasing a statement saying: 
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"The Obama administration continues to recognize the 
important role that our region, particularly Guam, will play in 
maintaining our national security. I believe the department of 
defense continues to dialogue with our partners in the region 

to better understand the requirements for our military posture 
in the region. I do appreciate that this administration takes 
serious the concerns of congress and i urge them to address 
those concerns so we can move forward with the build-up." 
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38. STARBASE-Atlantis Patuxent River Launches 2.0 Mentoring Program 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 02 FEB 12) ... Ed Barker, Naval Education and Training Command Public Affairs 

PATUXENT RIVER, Md. -- The Naval Education and 
Training Command announced Feb. 2, the STARBASE-
Atlantis academy aboard Naval Air Station (NAS) Patuxent 
River has launched the Department of Defense (DOD) 
STARBASE 2.0 mentoring program with 24 students from 
Spring Ridge Middle School in Lexington Park, Md. 

STARBASE 2.0 is an effort to combine Science, 
Technology, Engineering and Math (STEM) activities in a 
relationship-centric, school-based environment to provide 
enrichment for at-risk youth making the transition from 
elementary to middle school. 

According to STARBASE staff, the program extends the 
impact of STARBASE through a team-mentoring approach 
which strengthens students' attachment to their school and 
engagement in STEM activities. 

"STARBASE 2.0 is a logical extension of our regular 
STARBASE-Atlantis program in that instead of one day a 
week for five weeks at the academy, these kids spend one 
afternoon every other week with a mentor for five months 
working on a team project at their school," said Julie Guy, 
director of the STARBASE-Atlantis academy aboard NAS 
Patuxent River. "These kids are older, and most are veterans 
of the initial STARBASE-Atlantis academy. In addition to 
STEM-related activities in the 2.0 program, the students and 
their mentors work together on numerous goal-setting and 
teamwork activities." 

The St. Mary's County School District in Leonardtown, 
Md., has partnered with STARBASE-Atlantis to bring the 
DOD STARBASE 2.0 program to Spring Ridge Middle 
School, with volunteers from NAS Patuxent River serving as 
mentors. 

"The hands on learning activities that STARBASE 2.0 
provides to the students allows them to experience projects 
and activities that will assist them in being successful at the 
next level of life, so each student is college and career ready," 
said Dr. Michael J. Martirano, St. Mary's County 
superintendent of schools. "Taking a project from a computer-
aided design (CAD) to an actual 3-D printed model in a 

mentored, team environment is an actual real-life application 
that provides students with much needed 21st century 
workplace skills." 

The students partner with their mentors to form teams, 
with a ratio of two or three students per mentor. The teams 
work together to design, build, and race their own 1/32 scale 
slot cars. The student teams compete against each other to see 
who can develop the fastest car possible. 

The students will use the same CAD software to design 
the slot car that they used during their visits to STARBASE-
Atlantis during fifth-grade. The cars will be refined until the 
students believe they have designed their fastest car, and the 
built models will be raced against cars from other teams. 

"The two students I'm mentoring have really impressed 
me with their computer skills. They are very tech-savvy and 
even show me things I didn't know," said Jamaries Benitez, 
STARBASE 2.0 mentor and industrial engineer for Naval Air 
Systems Command. "This is a great experience, getting the 
students interested in engineering and science, and guiding 
them through the design project." 

"We're excited to get STARBASE 2.0 at Patuxent River," 
said Henry Giles, director of Community Service and 
Outreach for the Naval Education and Training Command. 
"This is the Navy's second 2.0 academy, and the lessons 
learned here and at the first site in San Diego will form a basis 
for expansion to other Navy STARBASE-Atlantis locations in 
the coming years. The feedback we have received from 
students, parents and educators on the 2.0 program has been 
universally outstanding." 

There are more than 60 DOD STARBASE programs 
throughout the U.S. and Puerto Rico, funded by the 
Department of Defense through Congressional appropriation 
since 1989 and operated by the armed services. 

For more information on the 15 Navy STARBASE-
Atlantis academies or the DOD STARBASE 2.0 programs in 
San Diego and Patuxent River, visit 
https://www.netc.navy.mil/community/starbase/ and 
www.starbasedod.org. 
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39. Navy Announces CSADD Chapters Of The Year 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 02 FEB 12) ... Chief of Naval Personnel Public Affairs 

WASHINGTON -- The Coalition of Sailors Against 
Destructive Decisions (CSADD) Sea and Shore chapters of 
the year were announced by the Chief of Naval Personnel Jan. 
27, in NAVADMIN 038/12. 

CSADD was established in June 2010, by OPNAVINST 
1500.80 as a peer-to-peer mentoring group to positively 
influence young Sailors' behavior through resources and tools 
that promote good decision making. The group now has more 
than 180 chapters, which share their activities via Facebook 
and other communication channels. 

The winning chapters have best practices in use of social 
media to support the CSADD program, encouraging Sailors to 
lead through CSADD and strong support from the command 
leadership team. 

"These award winning chapters deserve this recognition 
for the culture of 'Shipmates helping Shipmates' they are 
instilling at their commands," said Fleet Master Chief Scott 
Benning, who has helped establish the program in 2010. "We 
are around 200 Chapters today and our goal is to have one in 
every command across the Navy. 'Shipmates helping 
Shipmates' and 'Shipmate intervention' for success is what 
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CSADD is all about. If we afford Sailors the opportunity to 
influence each other, our Navy team will continue to grow in 
strength." 

USS Kearsage (LHD 3) was named CSADD Sea Chapter 
of the Year. Kearsage was ranked first of three Region Sea 
Chapters of the Year winners, which also included Navy 
Region Japan - USS George Washington (CVN 73), the 
Region Sea Chapter of the Year honorable mention winner; 
and Navy Region Southwest - USS Dewey (DDG 105) 

Naval Station Great Lakes was selected as CSADD Shore 
Chapter of the Year and was selected from the six Region 
Shore Chapters of the Year. 

The other region winners are: 

 Navy Region Mid-Atlantic 

 Transient Personnel Unit Norfolk 

 Navy Region Southwest 

 Naval Medical Center San Diego 

 Navy Region Northwest 

 Naval Air Station Whidbey Island 

 Navy Region Europe 

 Naval Support Activity Bahrain, also the honorable 
mention winner. 

For more information on CSADD, visit 
http://www.public.navy.mil/bupers-
npc/support/CSADD/Pages/default2.aspx. 
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40. Andrew Bynum Endorses The Safety Record Of The U.S. Navy 
(ESPN 02 FEB 12) ... Kamenetzky Brothers 

This year, Andrew Bynum will participate in his first All-
Star Game, having won the balloting among Western 
Conference centers and the accompanying starting gig in a 
landslide. By definition, this means he'll be watching the game 
this year. 

In the past, Bynum hasn't made a habit of tuning in. 
Last season, for example, while the NBA circus was at 

Staples Center, Bynum was at the Naval Air Station in 
Lemoore. 

"We were checking some planes out. Flight school. It's 
super fun, man. That stuff's crazy. Then they do the flying 
shows and all kinds of stuff. It's great," he said. 

Bynum never actually sat in the cockpit of a jet, in part 
because he was worried about accidentally triggering the 

automatic eject mechanism while trying to wedge his seven-
foot, 285-pound body into such a small space. But assuming 
he actually fit, Bynum said he'd love to actually ride shotgun 
(or whatever the backseat is called in one of those things) on a 
real flight. 

I asked if he could actually do it, given how many 
restrictions players typically have in their contracts against 
dangerous activities. Bynum dismissed the concern with a 
smile. 

"C'mon, man, it's the Navy!" he said. "If we can't trust the 
Navy, who can we trust?" 

I guess at this point, the only thing left is to figure out 
what his Top Gun name would be. 

View Clip (RT: 0:39) 
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NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
41. Assessing America’s Military Future 
The Diplomat's Assistant Editor Harry Kazianis speaks with U.S. Congressman James Langevin (D-RI) 
about the U.S. “pivot” to the Pacific, defense restructuring and emerging national security threats. 
(THE DIPLOMAT 02 FEB 12) ... Harry Kazianis 

The United States appears to be shifting its focus from 
counter-insurgency efforts towards a stronger role in the 
Asia-Pacific. Is this the right move, and if so what rewards 
and challenges await the United States? 

For too long we’ve let our interests in Asia and Pacific 
region take a backseat to the focus of our large ground war 
engagements in both Iraq and Afghanistan. Shifting focus 
towards programs and capabilities to reengage with our long 
term allies in the Pacific, and prepare our military to face a 
rapidly changing global security environment, is critical to 
maintaining U.S. military dominance across all domains for 
decades to come. To ensure both regional and global success, 
it’s vital that we lead in technological capabilities, including 
unmanned systems, underwater tactical and strategic systems, 
and strengthened cybersecurity to address current and 
emerging threats. 

During President Barack Obama’s recent trip to 
Australia, there was much debate over the strengthening 
of U.S.-Australian ties and the basing of a small 

detachment of U.S. forces in Darwin. Do you agree with 
such a move? 

I think this move is appropriate as part of our broader 
strategy to strengthen our ties in the Asia-Pacific region. 

Some have argued that U.S. military and diplomatic 
efforts in the Pacific are nothing more than a veiled 
attempt to “contain China.” How would you respond to 
those who make such an accusation? What would you 
recommend to reduce tensions with China? 

It’s important for the benefit of U.S. citizens that we 
foster a good working relationship with China, which has now 
become the second largest economy in the world. At the same 
time, their trade practices and foreign policy positions aren’t 
necessarily parallel, nor working in concert with our own. 
Maintaining a strong military presence in the Pacific is part of 
ensuring and continuing stability in the region to protect not 
only our interests, but those of our allies as well. 

I believe tensions with China could be eased by opening 
more opportunities to work together in areas of mutual 
concern such as piracy, disaster relief, and search and rescue, 
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but only if they in turn are open to changing some of their 
current policies which remain troublesome to the United 
States and our allies. 

There has been a lot of coverage of recent plans to cut 
the U.S. defense budget. Do you agree with President 
Obama’s strategy? Republican Presidential candidate Mitt 
Romney, for example, argues such cuts will have a 
devastating effect on U.S. abilities to project power. How 
would you respond to such comments? Are there any areas 
you are particularly against or in favor of cutting? 

The plan developed under the strong leadership of 
Defense Secretary Leon Panetta provides a sustainable and 
viable framework for reducing Pentagon spending in ways that 
ensure we maintain the strongest military in the world and 
strengthen our national security. Adm. Mullen said it well 
when he remarked that our national debt is our greatest 
national security challenge. We simply can’t be as secure as 
possible without finding responsible ways to deal with that 
debt over the long term. Particularly as we have withdrawn 
our forces from Iraq and are going to be bringing more troops 
home from Afghanistan, we can and must find efficiencies. 
For example, we are able to reduce the size of our military and 
our presence in Europe, while maintaining – and even 
increasing – its capabilities as we move away from protracted 
ground wars. We have to accept the reality that there’s no way 
for us to be everywhere all the time and direct our resources to 
the most important efforts, while continuing the president’s 
goals to strengthen our alliances so we can be victorious in 
places like Libya with less American involvement. 

I am in favor of the Secretary’s priorities to: 
Make the U.S. joint force smaller and leaner, with its 

great strength being its agility, flexibility, readiness to deploy, 
and innovative and technological advances. 

Rebalance our global posture and presence, emphasizing 
the Pacific and the Middle East, which present the greatest 
challenges for the future. 

Strengthen key alliances, building partnerships and 
developing innovative ways to sustain U.S. presence 
elsewhere in the world. 

Shift the size and composition of our ground, air, and 
naval forces, so that we are capable of successfully 
confronting and defeating any aggressor and respond to the 
changing nature of warfare. 

And protect our investments in special operations forces, 
new technologies like Intelligence, Surveillance, and 
Reconnaissanceand unmanned systems, space and cyberspace 
capabilities and our capacity to quickly mobilize. 

Being a ranking member on the House Emerging 
Threats and Capabilities Committee, where how would 
you rate China’s military rise in terms of a threat to U.S. 
interests? Much has been made of China’s capabilities in 
the area of access denial (A2/AD), for example. 

The major emerging threat I’m concerned about is in 
cyberspace. While the military is making tremendous strides 
in protecting its assets, other nations, particularly China and 
Russia, and groups within them are getting access to sensitive 
information, stealing research and development worth 
hundreds of billions of dollars to U.S. businesses, and gaining 
the ability to damage our vulnerable critical infrastructure. 

We should also be cognizant of China’s naval expansion 
in ensuring our interests are protected. That’s why I have been 
so supportive of maintaining an adequate level of submarines 
and have worked with Electric Boat in Rhode Island to 
increase the number of Virginia-class subs they are building. 
I’m pleased that Secretary Panetta has expressed his strong 
support for this program, and I am hopeful that it will remain a 
top priority. 

James R. Langevin is the U.S. Representative for Rhode 
Island's 2nd congressional district. He serves on the House 
Armed Services Committee, where he is the Ranking Member 
of the Emerging Threats and Capabilities Subcommittee, and 
serves on the subcommittees on Seapower and Projection 
Forces, and Strategic Forces. 
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42. GOP Senators: Save Defense, Scale Back Federal Workforce 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 02 FEB 12) ... Nathan Hodge and Naftali Bendavid 

Defense – and how much to cut it – is shaping up as an 
important campaign issue. But a group of GOP senators 
Thursday said they would try to put the brakes on the so-called 
sequestration cuts that would trim military spending by an 
additional half a trillion dollars over the next decade. 

Sens. John McCain and Jon Kyl and several of their 
colleagues said they would introduce legislation to offset 
Pentagon spending cuts that would kick in early next year as a 
consequence of the 2011 deficit-reduction deal. Their plan? 
Scale back the federal workforce, and keep a federal pay 
freeze in place. 

“Our plan will provide savings through attrition, hiring 
two federal employees for every three that leave federal 
service, and extending the current federal employee pay 
freeze, which includes members of Congress, for an additional 
year and a half,” said. Sen. McCain. 

The cuts, Sen. McCain added, “are a threat to our nation’s 
security, and we are opposed to that draconian action.” 

Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid (D., Nev.) spoke 
forcefully against the Republicans’ proposal, saying the 

military cuts were part of a bipartisan deal. They were part of 
a $1.2 trillion package of deficit cuts to be used as a backup 
plan if a bipartisan “super-committee” failed to come up with 
its own deficit-cutting package, which it did. 

“I believe that an agreement is an agreement,” Mr. Reid 
told reporters. “A handshake is a handshake. But here we have 
more than a handshake; we have a law in this country….They 
should keep their word.” 

Details are still emerging, and it’s not yet clear what the 
legislative mechanism might be for rolling back the cuts. But 
aides said the plan would yield savings of $127 billion, more 
than offsetting the first installment of the sequestration cuts. 

Defense Secretary Leon Panetta has also warned that the 
cuts would have a disastrous impact on national security, and 
has urged lawmakers to act. And late last year, Rep. Howard 
McKeon (R., Calif.), the chairman of the House Armed 
Services Committee, introduced his own measure to prevent 
deeper defense cuts. 
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43. U.S. Lawmaker: Hold Commanders Responsible For Budget 
(DEFENSE NEWS 02 FEB 12) ... Rick Maze 

A key member of the House Armed Services Committee 
wants military commanders “held responsible” for keeping 
spending in check. 

In a Feb. 2 letter to the Pentagon, Rep. Mike Coffman, R-
Colo., says he wants, at a minimum, performance evaluations 
to reflect when someone spends more money than allotted. By 
law, overspending is a violation of the Anti-Deficiency Act 
that can lead to administrative or criminal action. 

A negative comment in a performance review can reduce 
chances for promotion and for selection to higher-level 
commands, but it would be less drastic than the potential two 
years’ imprisonment and fine of up to $5,000 possible under 
the law. 

In addition to serving on the armed services committee, 
Coffman is chairman of the House Balanced Budget 
Amendment Caucus and a veteran who served in both the U.S. 
Army and Marine Corps. 

In his letter, addressed to U.S. Defense Secretary Leon 
Panetta, Coffman said he doesn’t think the entire Defense 
Department is serious about an ongoing effort to streamline its 
financial records so that they can be audited. 

“In its current state, fiscal responsibility and detailed 
accountability procedures remain only the interest of a small 
force of comptrollers and budget specialties centered within 
the Pentagon,” he said. 

That is not enough, Coffman said. 
“It is of paramount importance that unit commanders at 

every echelon be held accountable for the state of their 
respective financial houses. I believe that this is an issue of 
command as important as personnel accountability and unit 
readiness,” he said. “Military commanders must be held 
responsible for their actions. We must implement a period of 
professional education to inform them of their responsibilities 
and then implement a routine system of inspection to just their 
progress.” 

Coffman is not alone in raising concerns about lax 
attention to budgets. 

In their Dec. 14 report on the 2012 defense funding bill, 
the House and Senate appropriations committees ordered a 
Pentagon inspector general review of overspending after 
discovering 11 violations of the Anti-Deficiency Act since 
2001 just in the Pentagon’s military personnel accounts. 

The review, due in four months, is supposed to take a 
detailed look at why the services violated the law that prevents 
spending more money than is appropriated, and how to 
prevent them from doing it in the future. 

However, the committees make no mention of seeking 
administrative or criminal action against the senior officials 
responsible for the accounts that were overspent. 

Return to Index 
 

44. Lawmakers Press For Answers On Hazing In Military 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 02 FEB 12) ... Donna Cassata 

WASHINGTON — The plea for congressional hearings 
on the military's efforts to prevent hazing was highly personal 
for one lawmaker. 

Rep. Judy Chu's nephew killed himself in Afghanistan 
last year after hours of beatings, repeated pushups and 
mouthfuls of sand. Three Marines allegedly punished 21-year-
old Lance Cpl. Harry Lew after he was caught sleeping on 
duty. 

Standing with her colleagues Thursday, the California 
congresswoman talked about her nephew and pressed for 
answers from the Pentagon on whether stopping hazing in the 
ranks is a top priority. She also listened as Lew's mother, 
through an audio conference, read a brief statement. 

"Harry's death left a hole in our hearts," said Sandy Lew. 
The lawmakers sent a letter last week to the House Armed 

Services Committee seeking hearings. The Democrat also said 
she reached out to Defense Secretary Leon Panetta. 

"This is a call for justice," Chu said. "Too many patriotic 
young people, who only want to serve our country, are being 
harmed." 

The Capitol Hill news conference came just days after a 
judge in a special court-martial case in Hawaii ruled that one 
of the three Marines should spend 30 days in jail and have his 
rank reduced from lance corporal to private first class. The 
judge, Navy Capt. Carrie Stephens, said she found no 
evidence that Lance Cpl. Jacob Jacoby's abuse of Lew led to 
his suicide. 

Jacoby, who pleaded guilty to assault, acknowledged that 
he punched and kicked Lew out of anger and frustration that 
the Marine from Santa Clara, Calif., repeatedly fell asleep 
while on duty. 

Chu called the ruling "a slap in the face." 
"Jacoby gets to advance his career in the military and 

Harry is dead," she said. 
Two other Marines also are accused of hazing Lew before 

he shot himself in a fox hole. Sgt. Benjamin Johns and Lance 
Cpl. Carlos Orozco III will have their own separate courts-
martial later. 

Joining Chu was Rep. Adam Smith of Washington state, 
the top Democrat on the Armed Services Committee, who said 
the issue is a "cultural problem within the military and it needs 
to be examined." 

Gen. Martin Dempsey, the chairman of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff, has condemned hazing as intolerable in the military, 
saying it undermines the service's values, tarnishes its 
reputation and "erodes the trust that bonds us." But he said 
such problems appear to be isolated incidents. 

The cases of Lew and Pvt. Danny Chen have called 
attention to hazing. Eight soldiers were charged in the death of 
19-year-old Chen, who shot himself on Oct. 3 after what 
investigators say were weeks of physical abuse, humiliation 
and racial slurs against the native New Yorker for Chinese 
descent. 

Last month, the military said an investigative hearing had 
recommended that Spc. Ryan Offutt be court-martialed over 
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hazing that allegedly led to Chen's suicide in Afghanistan, but 
it dismissed the most serious charge against him. 

The soldiers face charges ranging from involuntary 
manslaughter to dereliction of duty in the death of Chen. 

At a congressional hearing last summer on suicide 
prevention programs in the military, Chu talked about her 
nephew, an event that received a great deal of attention. 

She said Thursday that after Lew's death she received 
letters from families who described instances of hazing and 
"feelings of helplessness." 

"Nothing will change unless the people at the top say this 
is a problem," she said. 
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45. Obama Details Veterans Job Corps 
$1 billion program would focus on conservation 
(WASHINGTON POST 03 FEB 12) ... Steve Vogel 

President Obama will announce details Friday for a $1 
billion Veterans Job Corps that the White House says will put 
up to 20,000 veterans to work over the next five years on 
projects to preserve and restore national parks and other 
federal, state and local lands. 

Veterans Affairs Secretary Eric K. Shinseki on Thursday 
described the program as "a bold new effort" to lower the high 
unemployment rate for post-Sept. 11 military veterans, which 
stood at 13.1 percent in December. The government estimates 
that 250,000 post-Sept. 11 veterans are unemployed. 

Obama proposed the corps in his State of the Union 
address last month, describing it as "enlisting our veterans in 
the work of rebuilding our nation." 

At an appearance Friday at an Arlington County 
firehouse, Obama is also expected to announce that the budget 
to be released this month includes $5 billion in funding 
proposed in the American Jobs Act to spur police and 
firefighter hiring in 2012. 

Preferences for the grants will go to communities that hire 
post-9/11 veterans. 

Obama said in his address last month that his 
administration will "help our communities hire veterans as 
cops and firefighters, so that America is as strong as those 
who defend her." 

The White House also is announcing an expansion of 
entrepreneur training for service members leaving the military. 

The Veterans Job Corps will involve projects such as 
repairing trails, roads, levees and recreational facilities, 
according to the White House. 

Other work could include providing visitor programs, 
restoring habitat, protecting cultural resources, eradicating 

invasive species and cutting brush to reduce the risk of forest 
fires. 

Interior Secretary Ken Salazar said that the Civilian 
Conservation Corps, established by President Franklin D. 
Roosevelt during the Depression to put hundreds of thousands 
of the unemployed to work on projects in government parks 
and lands, serves as a "very good indicator" of what the 
administration hopes to accomplish with the Veterans Job 
Corps. 

"When one looks back at the legacy of the Civilian 
Conservation Corps, we take great comfort that those who 
take this on will leave a great legacy for the United States," 
Salazar said during a conference call with reporters Thursday 
to discuss the veteran employment initiatives. 

Salazar said that the program would "make a significant 
dent" in the deferred maintenance that has become common at 
many federal, state, local and tribal lands as government 
budgets have been cut. 

Salazar said the veterans program could serve as a 
"gateway to permanent positions" with the National Park 
Service, as many young people who take temporary jobs at 
national parks or wildlife refuges end up making a career of 
such work. 

"Those veterans who have served will have a place here at 
the Department of Interior," he said. 

Salazar noted that some of the nation's first park rangers 
were from African American cavalry regiments known as 
Buffalo Soldiers, which patrolled Yosemite and Sequoia 
national parks to protect wildlife against poachers. 
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46. Experts: Young Vets Unemployment Could Reach 50% 
(NAVY TIMES 02 FEB 12) ... Rick Maze 

The unemployment rate for young combat veterans — 
especially National Guard and reserve members — could 
reach 50 percent in the next two years, warns a veterans 
employment expert. 

Ted Daywalt, president and chief executive officer of 
VetJobs.com, said the unemployment rate for veterans age 18 
to 24 is 31 percent, far greater than the 7.7 percent jobless rate 
for veterans of all ages, and likely to get worse because young 
veterans face hurdles in a weak economy. 

“The high unemployment rate is a direct result of their 
participation in the National Guard and reserve, and the 
current call-up policy,” he said. “Due to the constant 
activation of the National Guard, upwards of 65 percent of 

employers will not now hire as a new employee anyone who is 
an active member of the National Guard.” 

People separating completely from the military “are for 
the most part finding employment,” although it can be a long 
process, Daywalt said. But if a veteran remains active in the 
National Guard, they are having “a difficult time finding 
meaningful employment.” 

Most employers, he said, “are risk averse.” 
Reserve members also face problems finding work, he 

said, but perhaps to a slightly lesser degree than guard 
members because employers are not concerned about reserve 
members being mobilized for local emergencies. 
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Things could get worse for younger guardsmen, he said, if 
the active-duty military makes large personnel cuts because 
those veterans have a better shot at finding jobs. 

Daywalt testified before the House Veterans’ Affairs 
Committee’s economic opportunity panel. 

Emily DeRocco, president of the nonprofit Manufacturing 
Institute, said there are jobs out there. A survey last year found 
80 percent of domestic manufacturers reported moderate to 

serious shortages of skilled workers, a problem projected to 
worsen, she noted. 

Brig. Gen. Marianne Watson, the National Guard 
Bureau’s manpower and personnel director, said more study is 
needed to understand the unemployment rate for young 
veterans. “For example, we are finding a number of these 
service members were high school students before they 
deployed, so they do not have jobs waiting for them.” 
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47. TRICARE For Retirees Targeted As Defense Budgets Fall 
(STARS AND STRIPES 02 FEB 12) ... Tom Phillpott 

As defense budgets grew over the past decade, Congress 
shrugged off complaints of runaway military health costs and 
blocked every proposal from the Bush administration to raise 
TRICARE fees sharply on retirees. 

Defense budgets have stopped rising, however, and 
Defense officials today are sounding more confident that 
Congress will follow last October’s $5-a-month bump in 
TRICARE Prime enrollment fees for working-age retirees 
with more substantial fee increases for retirees of all ages. 

Defense Secretary Leon Panetta and Arm Gen. Martin 
Dempsey, chairman of the Joint Chiefs, outlined plans Jan. 26 
to lower defense budgets over the next 10 years by $487 
billion in compliance with the Budget Control Act passed last 
spring to dampen growth in federal debt. 

Though Panetta and Dempsey withheld full details on 
proposals to curb personnel costs, until President Obama 
presents his 2013 budget request to Congress Feb. 13, they 
said the personnel saving initiatives would include: 

 New enrollment fees, co-pays and deductibles on 
retirees under 65, phasing them in over five years and 
using a “tiered approach” so that senior-grade retirees 
pay higher fees than lower ranking retirees. 

 A new annual enrollment fee for the TRICARE for 
Life insurance supplement to Medicare, used by 
retirees 65 and older. This fee also would be tiered so 
retirees drawing smaller retirement checks pay less. 

These changes, Defense leaders said, still would leave 
military retiree health care fees significantly below 
“comparable civilian equivalents.” 

 TRICARE pharmacy co-payments would be 
increased again in ways to discourage use of the more 
convenient but more costly retail outlets and 
encourage greater use of base pharmacies and the 
home delivery program. 

 Persons medically-retired by their service, and 
surviving spouses of members who died on active 
duty, would be exempt from the higher fees. 

On active duty pay raises, Panetta said starting in 2015 
they would be capped in some unspecified way though no 
member would see a drop in pay. 

The budget also will ask Congress to establish a “BRAC-
like” commission to recommend cost-saving reforms to 
military retirement. Any retirement changes, however, would 
impact only future recruits, not the current force or retirees. 
BRAC refers to Base Realignment and Closure commissions. 
They were given broad authority to recommend base closings, 
which Congress could accept or reject but not modify. The 

retirement commission would have similar powers regarding 
compensation changes. 

Coincidently, Panetta said the budget will seek two more 
rounds of base closings to help to trim infrastructure costs. 

Defense background papers explained that personnel costs 
make up a third of defense spending today but the planned 
cuts to personnel accounts would represent only one ninth of 
total funding to be stripped from future budgets, a concession 
to the importance of keeping a quality force. 

“This budget recognizes that [people], far more than any 
weapon system, far more than any technology, are the great 
strength of the United States military,” Panetta said. “For that 
reason, we focus first on every other area of the defense 
enterprise for savings, in order to minimize any impact on the 
quality of the troops and their families.” 

Five days later, when the Military Healthcare System held 
its annual conference at National Harbor, Md., across the 
Potomac River from Washington D.C., the keynote speaker 
for 3000 attendees was Jonathan Woodson, assistant secretary 
of defense for health affairs. 

He spoke about new “fiscal realities” impacting the health 
system but avoided mention of the planned fee increases. 
Woodson predicted, however, that smaller defense budgets 
“will shine an even brighter light on military health costs, 
which could exceed 10 percent of the Department of Defense 
budget if reforms are not made.” 

He noted too that, “for years, experts and non-experts 
have been saying that the growth of healthcare costs is 
unsustainable. Everyone nods their head and says ‘Yes, we 
need to control healthcare costs.’ And somehow, despite all 
this head nodding in solemn agreement that costs cannot keep 
rising, the costs nonetheless have continued to go up.” 

Explosive growth in military health costs from 2000 to 
2005 eased, Woodson said, so that the pace now matches 
inflation for civilian health care at about five percent a year. 
“But that is dangerously higher than the overall inflation rate,” 
he added. When defense budgets were growing, “this was a 
cause for concern but it still seemed manageable. Not 
anymore. In order to meet the overall military readiness 
imperatives, and our moral obligation to the American 
taxpayer, we must slow down our growth rate.” 

Woodson pointed not to TRICARE fees increases but to 
“a new commitment to collaboration between the services…to 
reduce redundancy and waste.” He listed four major initiatives 
to lower costs and improve population health including: a new 
patient safety campaign; renewed efforts to reduce smoking by 
service members and obesity among families including 
retirees; expansion of the Patient-Centered Medical Home 
concept to enhance delivery of preventive services and lower 
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costly emergency room visits by patients who only need 
primary care; an effort to encourage greater innovation 
throughout the military health system. 

On TRICARE fees, associations representing 
beneficiaries, particularly retirees, are preparing for a fight on 
Capitol Hill while waiting for fuller details on the TRICARE 
proposals. Opponents are sure to argue that TRICARE for Life 
beneficiaries were promised free lifetime health care, even 
though the courts ruled such promises, by recruiters and career 

counselors, are nonbinding because they were not backed by 
written law. 

They will argue too that deeply discounted lifetime health 
care is a benefit earned by all retirees through unique 
hardships of military careers. 

The daunting challenge for sympathetic lawmakers will 
be finding budget dollars to shield retirees from higher 
TRICARE fees as overall defense spending falls. 
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48. WRNMMC Uses New, Brain-Controlled Prosthetic Arm 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 02 FEB 12) ... Sarah Fortney, Walter Reed National Military Medical Center Public Affairs 

Bethesda, Md. -- A new prosthetic arm - operated by an 
individual's thoughts - was used by wounded warriors at the 
Walter Reed National Military Medical Center (WRNMMC) 
for the first time Jan. 24. 

With nearly as much dexterity as a natural limb, 22 
degrees of motion, and independent movement of fingers, the 
Modular Prosthetic Limb (MPL) was developed as part of a 
four-year program by the Johns Hopkins University Applied 
Physics Laboratory (APL), along with WRNMMC and the 
Uniformed Services University of the Health Sciences (USU). 
On Jan. 24, a wounded warrior began using the nine-pound 
device, maneuvering its metallic fingers and wrist. 

"We've been working with [the APL] since the start of 
this project and we're very excited about the opportunity [to 
have] our first individual using this hand," said Col. (Dr.) Paul 
Pasquina, chief of Orthopaedics and Prosthetics at WRNMMC 
and director for the Center of Rehabilitation Sciences at USU. 
"We believe very strongly that those who are willing to put 
their lives in harm's way deserve the very best. Through this 
revolutionizing project, we've worked with the greatest 
manufacturers across the globe to come up with modern 
solutions to loss of an upper limb." 

Pasquina explained the limb is controlled by surface 
electrodes, which pick up electric signals generated by the 
muscles underneath the skin, then convert those patterns in 
electrical signals into a robotic function. 

"We wanted to make [the MPL] as intuitive as possible. 
Normally, when you move your hand, you think about moving 
your hand, and a signal comes down from your brain, goes 
down through your spinal cord, out through your limb and 
activates muscles in your hand to open or close [the hand]," 
Pasquina said. 

With an amputee, the nerves traveling down the spinal 
cord are still intact, and they're still connected to some of the 
muscles in the arm, Pasquina said. "What we try to do is pick 
up the electrical signals of the muscles that still exist in the 
arm and interpret those, convert them to a computer signal to 
then drive a robotic limb," he said. "When an individual is 
thinking about closing their hand, muscles will activate and 
the prosthetic limb will respond accordingly." 

Pasquina noted the potential future of this limb. Engineers 
seek to use electrodes underneath the skin for an electrical 
signal with much higher fidelity. Researchers also look to 
explore other mechanisms to rewire nerves. 

"There are folks working very hard on electrical sensors 
that can go directly on nerves, and electrical sensors that can 
be embedded in the brain," he said. "It's very exciting to see 
that research and we've been privileged to partner with a lot of 

folks working on that. I think there's still a lot to be learned on 
how the human body can integrate with computers and 
computer interface, and I think the sky's the limit in terms of 
what we will do over the next five to ten years." 

The next logical phase in the MPL's development is to 
incorporate sense of touch, and apply this technology to 
prosthetic legs in the future, said Cmdr. Jack Tsao, director of 
the Traumatic Brain Injury Programs for Navy Medicine's 
Bureau of Medicine and Surgery. A neurologist who also 
assisted in the project, Tsao said fortunately many amputees 
have expressed interest and seem willing to participate and 
help advance this research. 

"What I think is fantastic is that we actually, because of 
this study, now have another option to treat amputees," said 
Tsao. 

Before being fitted to use the device, Tsao explained 
amputees must first go through "training," using the Virtual 
Integrated Environment (VIE), which records an individual's 
muscle movements. By collecting their muscle data, the MPL 
is then suited for the individual. This gives the amputee time 
to learn how to use the device, fit them for it, then see how 
they work with it, he said. 

Air Force Tech Sgt. Joe Delauriers, the first patient at 
WRNMMC to begin using the MPL, described the device as 
"pretty comfortable," and said he is grateful for the 
opportunity to be involved with the project. 

"It's really fun working with the hand and [exciting] to see 
what's going to be coming in the future," said Delauriers. 
"Any input I can put into the program, to help them out, and 
future amputees, it's an honor for me. It's very rewarding." 

Four months ago, Delauriers was injured by an IED blast 
in Afghanistan, which caused him to lose both his legs and 
part of his left arm. He said it's an indescribable feeling to be 
where he is today, thanks to advancements in care. 

"I'm living off base, I'm driving, [and] I'm living with my 
[infant] son. I'm able to hold him without any open wounds, 
infections," he said. "They do such a great job here, with 
therapy. It's just amazing." The Airman said he can only 
imagine what these advancements will lead to in another 
decade. 

"The technology is only going to keep getting better," said 
Tsao. "If guys like Joe can regain function, this would be 
revolutionizing to their lives, especially in the multiple limb 
amputees. Any degree of function and independence you can 
give back to someone is the most important thing." Pasquina 
also expressed his enthusiasm for this development, stating 
that he can recall when the device was merely a sketch on 
paper. 
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"It's something I still find amazing," Pasquina said. He is 
also amazed by the stories of the wounded warriors making 
such strides in their recovery. 

"Time after time, you see people not only recover, but 
thrive after severe injuries, and they're inspirational to all of 
us, to us as medical staff who have the honor of taking care of 
them. It's humbling to be a part of that," he said. 

Pasquina added that he'll continue his efforts to make this 
technology available to all service members and the 
population at large. 

"The hand in itself is so important in terms of one's 
independence. Your ability to dress yourself, feed yourself, do 

self-grooming and hygiene is extremely important," said 
Pasquina. "Many of our injured service members were highly 
functioning, highly independent, had a great amount of 
responsibility. To now find themselves in a situation where 
they have an impairment or disability, that makes them less 
independent is something that not only affects them 
physically, but affects them emotionally. Anything we can do 
to [help] them be more independent and to regain that sense of 
self is something we're fully committed to doing and very 
excited about the opportunities that this presents." 

View Photo (JPEG) 

Return to Index 
 

49. USO Promotes Healing Of ‘Invisible Wounds’ 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 01 FEB 12) ... Army Sgt. 1st Class Tyrone C. Marshall Jr. 

WASHINGTON – The USO has adapted to the needs of 
service members and their families throughout its 71-year 
history and continues to serve America’s troops as it works to 
educate others about the invisible wounds of war, a senior 
executive of the organization said. 

Frank Thorp, a retired Navy rear admiral and senior vice 
president of marketing and communications for the USO, 
described the organization’s latest effort, a “unique” public 
service announcement. 

“We at the USO continue to adapt, and as the military has 
focused on treating the invisible wounds of war, the USO set 
out to educate people and to provide information and to 
remove the stigma about invisible wounds,” he said. 

Thorp described two prominent types of invisible wounds 
from which troops have suffered. 

“Specifically, what we’re talking about is post-traumatic 
stress and traumatic brain injury,” he said. “In a lot of ways, 
these are the signature wounds of the wars in Afghanistan and 
Iraq.” 

Troops over the last decade of war have seen horrific 
things on the battlefield, Thorp said. “As a nation, it’s our 
responsibility to help them come back and live a fruitful life in 
society,” he added. “We want to make sure we include them as 
this country moves forward.” 

Thorp noted that video for the USO’s public service 
announcement was shot in a “MTV” style with service 
members “who have been bold enough to come forward” 
speaking in their own words. 

“This isn’t scripted,” he said. “They’re very long-form 
videos that we have. When you watch the PSA, you can then 
go to our website and watch from five to nine minutes about 
individuals who are suffering from invisible wounds of war.” 

Thorp said Army officials -- and specifically, former 
Army Vice Chief of Staff Gen. Peter W. Chiarelli, who retired 
yesterday -- helped with the USO’s research. 

“We worked with General Chiarelli’s staff as he was 
leading the movement in educating people about invisible 
wounds, because we wanted these PSAs to be accurate,” 
Thorp said. “We wanted the Army to be proud of them. We 
wanted everyone in the military to be proud of them.” 

Susan Thomas, the USO’s vice president for warrior and 
family care, said she can relate to both sides of educating 
people on invisible wounds. She’s married to former Marine 
Capt. Eric Thomas, and she is featured alongside him in their 
PSA. 

“I’m very involved from a personal perspective,” Thomas 
said. “I have a very personal understanding of how invisible 
wounds can affect your relationship not only with your 
spouse, but [also] with your friends and your family.” 

She explained the experience of being a caregiver and 
loved one of someone suffering from invisible wounds. 

“It’s certainly something that you don’t really realize 
when you’re going through it,” she said. “It’s been a long 
process, but I think a lot of it has to do with being 
understanding -- recognizing that, often times [when] Eric gets 
frustrated or when he has anxiety about a situation, as his wife, 
I need to be patient with him.” 

Her husband joined the Marine Corps in 2001, completing 
two deployments in Iraq before separating in 2007. 

“My final tour was with the 24th Marine Expeditionary 
Unit,” he said. “We were on a small [forward operating base] 
south of Baghdad known as FOB Kalsu. That was a pretty 
rough tour, and I think that’s probably where most of my 
[post-traumatic stress] originates from.” 

Thomas said he didn’t recognize his symptoms until 
almost two years after he had transitioned to civilian life, 
referring to post-traumatic stress and traumatic brain injury as 
“sneaky situations.” 

“They don’t always present themselves, I feel, right 
away,” he said. “I think that probably the culmination of my 
awareness of how I was feeling and where I was going didn’t 
happen for almost two years after I got out. I finally realized I 
have to seek some sort of assistance – that I can’t do this 
alone.” 

Though he was hesitant at first to share his story with the 
public, Thomas said, he decided educating others was the best 
thing to do. 

“It’s a difficult process to go through at face value,” he 
said. “To delve into the private side of your experiences is a 
whole other story. But the more I thought about it, the more I 
started to think it made a lot of sense to help if you can help. 

“If you have the ability to go out there and cast even a 
small beam of light on an issue like this then it would be worth 
it,” said he continued. “We kind of collectively came to a 
decision that this was something worth doing.” 

Thomas gave advice to service members and caregivers 
going through similar experiences. 

“It’s a marathon. It’s not a sprint,” he said. “It takes time, 
it takes patience, it takes a legitimate interest in wanting to 
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turn a corner to get better...But if you stick to it and you have an open mind, you can certainly get there.” 
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OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
50. Powering Down 
A decline in U.S. military might could upend the world order 
(WASHINGTON POST 03 FEB 12) ... Robert Kagan 

These days “soft” power and “smart” power are in vogue 
(who wants to make the case for “dumb” power?) while 
American “hard” power is on the chopping block. This is, in 
part, a symbolic sacrifice to the fiscal crisis — even though 
the looming defense cuts are a drop in the bucket compared 
with the ballooning entitlement spending that is not being cut. 
And partly this is the Obama administration’s election-year 
strategy of playing to a presumably war-weary nation. 

But there is a theory behind all this: The United States has 
relied too much on hard power for too long, and to be truly 
effective in a complex, modern world, the United States needs 
to emphasize other tools. It must be an attractive power, 
capable of persuading rather than compelling. It must convene 
and corral both partners and non-partners, using economic, 
diplomatic and other means to “leverage” American influence. 

These are sensible arguments. Power takes many forms, 
and it’s smart to make use of all of them. But there is a danger 
in taking this wisdom too far and forgetting just how 
important U.S. military power has been in building and 
sustaining the present liberal international order. 

That order has rested significantly on the U.S. ability to 
provide security in parts of the world, such as Europe and 
Asia, that had known endless cycles of warfare before the 
arrival of the United States. The world’s free-trade, free-
market economy has depended on America’s ability to keep 
trade routes open, even during times of conflict. And the 
remarkably wide spread of democracy around the world owes 
something to America’s ability to provide support to 
democratic forces under siege and to protect peoples from 
dictators such as Moammar Gaddafi and Slobodan Milosevic. 
Some find it absurd that the United States should have a larger 
military than the next 10 nations combined. But that gap in 
military power has probably been the greatest factor in 
upholding an international system that, in historical terms, is 
unique — and uniquely beneficial to Americans. 

Nor should we forget that this power is part of what 
makes America attractive to many other nations. The world 
has not always loved America. During the era of Vietnam and 
Watergate and the ugly last stand of segregationists, America 
was often hated. But nations that relied on the United States 
for security from threatening neighbors tended to overlook the 
country’s flaws. In the 1960s, millions of young Europeans 
took to the streets to protest American “imperialism,” while 
their governments worked to ensure that the alliance with the 
United States held firm. 

Soft power, meanwhile, has its limits. No U.S. president 
has enjoyed more international popularity than Woodrow 
Wilson did when he traveled to Paris to negotiate the treaty 
ending World War I. He was a hero to the world, but he found 

his ability to shape the peace, and to establish the new League 
of Nations, severely limited, in no small part by his 
countrymen’s refusal to commit U.S. military power to the 
defense of the peace. John F. Kennedy, another globally 
admired president, found his popularity of no use in his 
confrontations with Nikita Khrushchev, who, by Kennedy’s 
own admission, “beat the hell out of me” and who may have 
been convinced by his perception of Kennedy’s weakness that 
the United States would tolerate his placing Soviet missiles in 
Cuba. 

The international system is not static. It responds quickly 
to fluctuations in power. If the United States were to cut too 
deeply into its ability to project military power, other nations 
could be counted on to respond accordingly. Those nations 
whose power rises in relative terms would display expanding 
ambitions commensurate with their new clout in the 
international system. They would, as in the past, demand 
particular spheres of influence. Those whose power declined 
in relative terms, like the United States, would have little 
choice but to cede some influence in those areas. Thus China 
would lay claim to its sphere of influence in Asia, Russia in 
eastern Europe and the Caucasus. And, as in the past, these 
burgeoning great-power claims would overlap and conflict: 
India and China claim the same sphere in the Indian Ocean; 
Russia and Europe have overlapping spheres in the region 
between the Black Sea and the Baltic. Without the United 
States to suppress and contain these conflicting ambitions, 
there would have to be complex adjustments to establish a 
new balance. Some of these adjustments could be made 
through diplomacy, as they were sometimes in the past. Other 
adjustments might be made through war or the threat of war, 
as also happened in the past. 

The biggest illusion is to imagine that as American power 
declines, the world stays the same. 

What has been true since the time of Rome remains true 
today: There can be no world order without power to preserve 
it, to shape its norms, uphold its institutions, defend the sinews 
of its economic system and keep the peace. Military power can 
be abused, wielded unwisely and ineffectively. It can be 
deployed to answer problems that it cannot answer or that 
have no answer. But it is also essential. No nation or group of 
nations that renounced power could expect to maintain any 
kind of world order. If the United States begins to look like a 
less reliable defender of the present order, that order will begin 
to unravel. People might indeed find Americans very attractive 
in this weaker state, but if the United States cannot help them 
when and where they need help the most, they will make other 
arrangements. 
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51. The Devil In The Deep Blue Detail 
Fiendishly complex disputes in the South China Sea dangerously simplified 
(THE ECONOMIST 04 FEB 12) 

The South China Sea and its myriad disputes have 
spawned academic analysis on an industrial scale. But as an 
attention-grabbing international issue, the wrangling has an 
image problem: so many contested, arcane technicalities; so 
many conferences and research papers—in sum, so much talk; 
but so few shots fired in anger. 

That may be why commentators tend to paint the disputes 
in an almost apocalyptic light: “The South China Sea is the 
Future of Conflict” shrieked an article last September in 
Foreign Policy, an American journal. The author, Robert 
Kaplan, forecast that “just as German soil constituted the 
military front line of the cold war, the waters of the South 
China Sea may constitute the military front line of the coming 
decades.” 

He may well be right. The disputes over the sea are no 
nearer a resolution than ever. But they have persisted for 
decades without threatening global peace and need not 
inevitably become the main focus of tension between China 
and America. There is a danger that putting the sea in the same 
sentence as the cold war too often is self-fulfilling. A recent 
publication (“Co-operation from Strength”) from the Centre 
for a New American Security (CNAS), an American think-
tank, uses the sea to argue for an American naval build-up. 
And some Chinese observers seem all too keen to become 
maritime cold warriors. 

Take, for example, some of the reaction in the Chinese 
press to the news at the end of January that the Philippines 
wants to “maximise” its mutual defence treaty with the United 
States, with more joint exercises, and more American soldiers 
rotating through. Explaining the decision, officials referred to 
threats arising from “territorial disputes.” America is not going 
to bully Malaysia over the Philippines’ historic claim to Sabah 
in Borneo, so this must have meant the South China Sea. Of 
all the claimants to islands, reefs, rocks and waters there, the 
one with which the Philippines is in active dispute is China. 
That was certainly how the news was taken by China’s Global 
Times newspaper, which called for sanctions against the 
Philippines. 

Philippine governments also pay a political price at home 
for security ties with America. The current one may have felt 
provoked by China’s seeming to ignore its protest about the 
incursion in December of three Chinese vessels in what it calls 
the “West Philippine Sea.” Such spats are commonplace. 
China and Taiwan (as the “Republic of China,” and largely 
irrelevantly) appear to claim almost all the South China Sea, 
citing an old map showing nine disconnected lines around its 
rim. Vietnam claims the Paracel chain in the north, from 
which China evicted it in 1974, and the Spratlys in the south, 
where Brunei and Malaysia as well as the Philippines have 
partial claims. In the past there have been flare-ups—between 
Vietnam and China in 1988, and between China and the 
Philippines in 1995. In normal times, conflict is waged partly 
through the competitive building of structures on occupied 

islets and the harassment of fishing and oil-exploration 
vessels. But it is mainly waged through diplomacy. 

The stakes are high, because of the enormous economic 
significance of the sea. It accounts for as much as one-tenth of 
the fishing catch landed globally; around half the tonnage of 
intercontinental trade in commercial goods passes through; 
and, in a phrase that haunts the academic literature like the 
ghost of Christmas future, it is the “new Persian Gulf”—a 
claimed treasure chest of hydrocarbons that China, anxious 
about the vulnerability of its own supplies, sees as its own. 

With plenty to argue about there are three reasons why the 
arguments are becoming more strident. The first is that the 
America-Philippines “reinforcement” of their defence 
arrangement has to be seen in the context of the much touted 
“pivot” of American strategy towards Asia. Following the 
announcement in November of a permanent presence of 
American marines in Darwin in northern Australia, the shift 
fuels Chinese fears that America is seeking to contain its rise, 
both through its own military deployments, and through 
alliances with “small” countries such as the Philippines 
(population 100m-odd). Second, both the Philippines and 
Vietnam may soon start extracting oil. China will not want 
such facts under the water to set precedents. 

Third and most important, China’s position continues to 
unnerve the other claimants. It is unclear, for example, what 
the dotted-line claim is based on. And, refusing to 
countenance serious negotiations with the Association of 
South-East Asian Nations (ASEAN), to which four of the 
claimants belong, China appears to want to pick off its 
members one by one. Until recently, its fiercest rows were 
with Vietnam. That relationship seems to be going through a 
relatively mellow phase as it bullies the Philippines. And last 
July it did agree with ASEAN on “guidelines” for 
implementing a “declaration” on a code of conduct agreed on 
by the two parties back in 2002 to reduce tensions in the South 
China Sea. Last year ASEAN was under Indonesian 
chairmanship. Neither the new annual chair, Cambodia, nor 
the next two, Brunei and Myanmar, are likely to risk 
antagonising China by making the sea a multilateral issue. 

How Cold Wars Start 
Already, last July’s “breakthrough” looks more like a 

stalling tactic. Not only is a settlement of the disputes not in 
sight; no mechanism that might eventually lead to one is even 
under discussion. China seems to calculate that, although all 
the countries involved are building up their armed forces, it 
has so much more capacity for military spending that it will 
soon be lording it over them all. 

So the chances are that America, with its mighty navy and 
abiding interest in the freedom of navigation and commerce, 
will become still more involved in what the CNAS report calls 
“the strategic bellwether for determining the future of U.S. 
leadership in the Asia-Pacific region.” China, after all, seems 
determined to put that assertion to the test. 
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52. Budget Ax Poses Threat To Shipyard 
(PORTSMOUTH (NH) HERALD 03 FEB 12) ... Editorial 

Portsmouth Naval Shipyard workers and the Seacoast 
community learned last week that the dreaded spectre of a new 
Base Realignment and Closure process is being considered in 
Washington, D.C. 

It was only six years ago, after all, when the shipyard was 
on a BRAC list slated for closure. While it survived that 
process intact, and is today a much stronger shipyard with 
more employees and work lined up for the forseeable future, 
no one should take this newest threat lightly. 

Here's the reality. Defense Secretary Leon Panetta has to 
cut $487 billion in Pentagon spending over the next decade. 
The two BRAC rounds he envisions in 2013 and 2015 are only 
part of a series of reductions that must be made to meet initial 
spending caps mandated by the Budget Control Act. If Panetta 
wanted to send fear into the hearts of just about every member 
of Congress, he certainly achieved it. 

It took just hours before our own New Hampshire and 
Maine senators put out a statement decrying the proposal, a 
scenario played out across the country last week in every 
community that hosts a military base or installation. Our 
senators make the valid point that the Pentagon should trim 
overseas bases first, as it looks to significantly reduce troops 
stationed outside the United States, particularly in Europe. But 
$487 billion is hardly an insignificant sum, and it is clear some 
tough decisions are going to have to be made. 

The shipyard is in a very good position to withstand a 
BRAC process. It's hired a significant number of workers in 
recent years — 470 in 2009 and 250 in 2010 — and increased 
its apprenticeship program, as well. As one of only four public 
shipyards in the country, it has a steady workload through 
2020, especially now that it is equipped to handle the newest 
line of Navy subs, the Virginia class. 

Strengthening its position, the shipyard has also taken in 
two orphans from the Brunswick Naval Air Station in Maine, 
which was ordered closed in 2005. The Navy Survival 
Evasion, Resistance and Escape School opened in September 
2010 and the New England Army Recruiting Battalion opened 
in June 2011. 

We are also very lucky on the Seacoast to have such 
strong senators from New Hampshire and Maine, all of whom 
have pledged to fight the BRAC process. Three of them — 
Sens. Jeanne Shaheen and Kelly Ayotte of New Hampshire 
and Susan Collins of Maine — are on the Senate Armed 
Services Committee. And they are well-positioned to be aware 
of developments as they happen. 

But the $487 billion could only be a preview of coming 
attractions. 

Because the so-called national debt "supercommittee" 
failed to come up with a budget-cutting plan by the end of last 
year, $1.2 trillion in automatic cuts are in store government-
wide if Congress fails to slash spending before the end of this 
year. The Defense Department's share of that trimming is $500 
billion. Just yesterday, five senators including Ayotte 
introduced a plan to delay a portion of those defense cuts by 
extending a federal worker pay freeze through 2014 and 
cutting the federal work force by 5 percent. We applaud their 
efforts as a good-faith starting place to begin discussions. But 
those measures would only eliminate about one-fifth of the 
Pentagon's looming $500 billion haircut. More clearly needs 
to be done, but in the paralyzing atmosphere that permeates 
Washington these days, we have to wonder whether anything 
will happen. 

If a plan isn't put in place by the end of the year, the 
shipyard will not be alone in fighting for its very life. 
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53. Of A Mind To Attack Iran 
(WASHINGTON POST 03 FEB 12) ... David Ignatius 

BRUSSELS--Defense Secretary Leon Panetta has a lot on 
his mind these days, from cutting the defense budget to 
managing the drawdown of U.S. forces in Afghanistan. But 
his biggest worry is the growing possibility that Israel will 
attack Iran over the next few months. 

Panetta believes there is a strong likelihood that Israel 
will strike Iran in April, May or June — before Iran enters 
what Israelis described as a “zone of immunity” to commence 
building a nuclear bomb. Very soon, the Israelis fear, the 
Iranians will have stored enough enriched uranium in deep 
underground facilities to make a weapon — and only the 
United States could then stop them militarily. 

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu doesn’t want 
to leave the fate of Israel dependent on American action, 
which would be triggered by intelligence that Iran is building 
a bomb, which it hasn’t done yet. 

Israeli Defense Minister Ehud Barak may have signaled 
the prospect of an Israeli attack soon when he asked last 
month to postpone a planned U.S.-Israel military exercise that 
would culminate in a live-fire phase in May. Barak apologized 
that Israel couldn’t devote the resources to the annual exercise 
this spring. 

President Obama and Panetta are said to have cautioned 
the Israelis that the United States opposes an attack, believing 
that it would derail an increasingly successful international 
economic sanctions program and other non-military efforts to 
stop Iran from crossing the threshold. But the White House 
hasn’t yet decided precisely how the United States would 
respond if the Israelis do attack. 

The Obama administration is conducting intense 
discussions about what an Israeli attack would mean for the 
United States: whether Iran would target U.S. ships in the 
region or try to close the Strait of Hormuz; and what effect the 
conflict and a likely spike in oil prices would have on the 
fragile global economy. 

The administration appears to favor staying out of the 
conflict unless Iran hits U.S. assets, which would trigger a 
strong U.S. response. 

This U.S. policy — signaling that Israel is acting on its 
own — might open a breach like the one in 1956, when 
President Dwight Eisenhower condemned an Israeli-European 
attack on the Suez Canal. Complicating matters is the 2012 
presidential campaign, which has Republicans candidates 
clamoring for stronger U.S. support of Israel. 
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Administration officials caution that Tehran shouldn’t 
misunderstand: The United States has a 60-year commitment 
to Israeli security, and if Israel’s population centers were hit, 
the United States could feel obligated to come to Israel’s 
defense. 

Israelis are said to believe that a military strike could be 
limited and contained. They would bomb the uranium-
enrichment facility at Natanz and other targets; an attack on 
the buried enrichment facility at Qom would be harder from 
the air. Iranians would retaliate, but Israelis doubt that the 
action would be an overwhelming barrage, with rockets from 
Hezbollah forces in Lebanon. One Israeli estimate is that the 
Jewish state might have to absorb 500 casualties. 

Israelis point to Syria’s lack of response to an Israeli 
attack on a nuclear reactor there in 2007. Iranians might show 
similar restraint, because of fear the regime would be 
endangered by all-out war. Some Israelis have also likened a 
strike on Iran to the 1976 hostage-rescue raid on Entebbe, 
Uganda, which was followed by a change of regime in that 
country. 

Israeli leaders are said to accept, and even welcome, the 
prospect of going it alone and demonstrating their resolve at a 
time when their security is undermined by the Arab Spring. 

“You stay to the side, and let us do it,” one Israeli official 
is said to have advised the United States. A “short-war” 
scenario assumes five days or so of limited Israeli strikes, 
followed by a U.N.-brokered cease-fire. The Israelis are said 
to recognize that damage to the nuclear program might be 
modest, requiring another strike in a few years. 

U.S. officials see two possible ways to dissuade the 
Israelis from such an attack: Tehran could finally open serious 
negotiations for a formula to verifiably guarantee that its 
nuclear program will remain a civilian one; or the United 
States could step up its covert actions to degrade the program 
so much that Israelis would decide that military action wasn’t 
necessary. 

U.S. officials don’t think that Netanyahu has made a final 
decision to attack, and they note that top Israeli intelligence 
officials remain skeptical of the project. But senior Americans 
doubt that the Israelis are bluffing. They’re worrying about the 
guns of spring — and the unintended consequences. 
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54. India's Strategic Importance To The U.S. 
(BOSTON GLOBE 03 FEB 12) ... Nicholas Burns 

We have grown accustomed to think of foreign policy as a 
series of unending crises in this complex time. And there are 
plenty of problems for Americans to confront overseas, from 
Iranian and North Korean nuclear ambitions to our decade-
long war in Afghanistan. But success in foreign policy is also 
about taking advantage of opportunities. If coping with a more 
powerful China will be the great challenge for the United 
States in the next half century, India may be the great 
opportunity. 

India is of immense strategic importance to the United 
States. It can help in limiting possible future Chinese 
expansion as we seek to maintain a preponderance of military 
power by the democratic countries of Asia - one of the most 
important American global objectives. India has helped the 
United States to support the embattled Karzai government in 
Afghanistan. Its booming high-tech economy is a source of 
growing trade and investment for American companies. It has 
one of the world's most admired leaders, Prime Minister 
Manmohan Singh. Presidents Clinton, Bush, and Obama have 
all worked to build this partnership in rare bipartisan fashion. 

India, however, can also be a frustrating partner. Its 
diplomats have dueled with the United States unproductively 
on global trade talks and on other issues at the United Nations. 
It has stalled in implementing the nuclear deal with the United 
States and disappointed expectations it would open its 
economy further to foreign investment. It has not supported 
tough U.S. and European sanctions against Iran and criticized 
NATO's successful intervention in Libya last spring. Working 
with India is not easy, and some in Washington are impatient 
that it has, in some ways, failed to meet its obvious potential 
to lead globally. Our problem may not be an India that is too 
strong but one that is too weak and uncertain. 

But it would be a mistake to give up on India. India's 
leaders acknowledge that they will need closer strategic ties 
with the United States to balance their often troublesome 
neighbors - Pakistan and, increasingly, China. They prize the 

close military ties with the United States and appreciate the 
political bond between our democracies. We will have to get 
used to the fact that our partnership will likely advance by fits 
and starts as we gradually learn to work together, not as allies, 
but as equals in a transformed world where the United States 
is still the single strongest country but joined at the global 
leadership table by newcomers India, China, and Brazil. 

The Indian subcontinent's central location between China 
and Japan in the East and the Arabian Peninsula in the West 
can also help the United States to manipulate a rapidly 
changing strategic map of the world. Americans since our 
founding have thought of Europe as our central partner and the 
Mediterranean as the epicenter of global politics. While 
Europe is still vital to the United States, it is Asia that will 
likely dominate the future. The strategist Robert Kaplan 
predicts the Indian Ocean will replace the Mediterranean as 
the central arena of global energy flows, container traffic, and 
politics in this century. 

That is why Obama's recent pivot to Asia is the most 
important strategic advance of his presidency. Given China's 
challenge to America's 60-year domination of the Asia-Pacific 
region, Obama was smart to announce a reinvigoration of U.S. 
alliances with Japan and South Korea and the stationing of 
U.S. Marines in northern Australia as well as a new trade 
partnership for the region's democracies. 

But Obama's pivot to East Asia will be incomplete if does 
not include South Asia and India as well. U.S. officials seem 
reluctant to link India to this policy. They should do so as a 
signal to New Delhi of strategic commitment and to Beijing 
that we are serious about maintaining a U.S. presence in Asia 
for decades to come. 

Americans have learned that we cannot shrink from our 
global responsibilities and that we cannot hope to succeed by 
acting alone in the world. We will thus need to rely on friends 
new and old alike to defend against the tough challenges and 
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to take advantage of the more positive opportunities that lie 
ahead. If we are patient, India can be one of those friends. 

Nicholas Burns is professor of the practice of diplomacy 
and international politics at Harvard's Kennedy School of 
Government. 
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55. Our Scantily Protected North Needs A Bigger Naval Show 
(SYDNEY MORNING HERALD 02 FEB 12) ... Scott Barnes 

Defence Minister Stephen Smith is right to consider 
expanding Australia's naval presence around the north-west 
coast of Australia. The location of ships in this country, with 
the vast majority at port in Sydney, is out of step with present 
and future reality, and is insufficient as both a deterrent and as 
a defensive measure. 

In a working report, known as the Force Posture Review, 
due to be completed in March, national security experts Dr 
Allan Hawke and Ric Smith have correctly suggested a change 
in Australia's military, particularly naval, focal point. It is 
crucial that the government moves to boost the presence of 
serious defence resources around the Western Australian, 
Northern Territory and Queensland coasts. 

At present, the only naval force protecting Australia's 
north is a patrol boat force operating out of Darwin and 
Cairns. This force, which starred in the drama Sea Patrol, 
consists of only 14 boats, which were primarily designed to 
deal with illegal fishing and immigration offences. Each boat 
is fitted with a one-inch gun and two hand-operated machine 
guns, which means that the boats are incapable of sufficiently 
defending the country, or even themselves, against a foreign 
naval or air force. 

The vast majority of the fleet's major war-fighting ships 
are based in Sydney, with a handful based at Fleet Base West 
on Garden Island, an hour south of Perth. In the admittedly 
unlikely but not inconceivable event that a foreign military 
chooses to attack our northern interests, either off the coast or 
on the mainland, it would take far too long to send a warship 
from Sydney or Perth. 

Which raises the question: what is the point of a naval 
defence force if it's not located in a position in which it can 
actually defend the nation? 

With the economic rise of Asia comes military 
advancement, meaning that neighbouring countries to our 
north, which have never previously posed a serious threat to 
our national security, could in fact do so in coming years. We 
are unlikely to face attack from our allies to the south-east, 
namely New Zealand, as Minister Smith said in jest this week, 
but jokes aside, if any threat exists it will, of course, come 
from the north. 

The report notes the vulnerability of energy sources off 
the north-west coast and on the mainland in WA, the NT and 
Queensland. In a world in which energy security is fast 
gaining importance, it is critical that we do not leave ourselves 
as open as we are. While an attack is highly unlikely at 
present, the reality of national security is that a country must 
be prepared for the worst. As government well knows, it takes 
significant time to upgrade infrastructure, and today's friend 
could well be tomorrow's foe in the dynamic world of foreign 
relations. 

To ensure these vulnerabilities are reduced it would be 
ideal to base at least two warships in the north-west region, 
most likely in Darwin. These warships would be frigates, 
Australia's most deadly surface vessels. They carry between 
170 and 220 personnel and are more than 100 metres in 
length. With huge guns, harpoons, torpedoes, anti-air missiles 
and weighing between 3600 and 4200 tonnes these ships are 
capable of acting both as a deterrent and a serious fighting 
force. Smith must also ensure that the government adopts the 
report's recommendation that civilian port facilities in some or 
all of locations such as Exmouth, Dampier, Port Hedland and 
Broome in WA be upgraded to allow easier use by the navy. 

Fleet Base West near Perth must also be further 
developed to ensure that it maintains a constant and significant 
major naval presence there. Defence is acquiring two landing 
helicopter docks, Australia's biggest ships since the aircraft 
carrier HMAS Melbourne was decommissioned in 1982. It is 
critical, for the aforementioned reasons, that they are not both 
based in Sydney, which would be both impractical and make 
for an easy target. At present the navy struggles to find crew 
for its ships and submarines based at Fleet Base West. This 
must be rectified. If WA is an undesirable location for naval 
personnel to live, defence must do something to make the 
option more palatable. 

If Smith is to prove himself as a man of action he must 
take these timely steps to protect Australia's long-term 
strategic and economic interests. 

Scott Barnes is a Melbourne-based writer and a former 
Sub-Lieutenant Maritime Warfare Officer in the Royal 
Australian Navy. 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Still Answering The Call 
(CHIEF OF NAVAL OPERATIONS BLOG 02 JUL 12) ... Adm. Jonathan W. Greenert 

Some of our friends and international partners have expressed concern that budget reductions will affect the Fleet’s ability to 
conduct humanitarian assistance missions. We have a new strategy and some budget changes, but we will continue to answer the call 
when a humanitarian need arises or natural disaster strikes. 

 
2. U.S. Invests $62M In Next-Generation Biofuels 
(GANNETT NEWS 02 JUL 12) ... Christopher Doering 

WASHINGTON — The U.S. government announced on Monday its latest effort to spur the development of biofuels through a 
$62 million investment. 

 
3. Dual-Engine Failure Caused Navy Jet Crash In Va. Beach 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 03 JUL 12) ... Kate Wiltrout 

VIRGINIA BEACH -- A fighter jet that crashed into a residential neighborhood near Oceana Naval Station in April experienced 
double engine failure shortly after takeoff - an occurrence so rare it was not previously included as an emergency scenario in F/A-18 
Hornet pilot training, the Navy said Monday. 

 
4. Lessons From The Hornet Crash 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 03 JUL 12) ... Adm. John C. Harvey 

As the Navy concludes its investigation into the cause of the crash of one of our Oceana-based F/A-18 Hornet fighter jets into the 
Mayfair Mews apartment complex in April, I want to share what we have learned and again thank the citizens of Virginia Beach for 
their heroic response. 

 
5. Navy To Combat Sexual Assault With New Training Video 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 02 JUL 12) ... David Lerman 

The Navy is turning to professional actors to help teach the fleet to be on guard against sexual- assault crimes. 
 

6. Marking The 4th With Boston Navy Week 
(NEW ENGLAND CABLE NEWS 02 JUL 12) ... Eileen Curran 

SOUTH BOSTON, Mass. -- As New England and the rest of the nation gets ready to celebrate our country's freedom 
independence by land, Boston Navy Week is giving visitors an inside look at the action by sea. 

 
7. U.S. Adds Forces In Persian Gulf, A Signal To Iran 
(NEW YORK TIMES 03 JUL 12) ... Thom Shanker, Eric Schmitt and David E. Sanger. 

WASHINGTON — The United States has quietly moved significant military reinforcements into the Persian Gulf to deter the 
Iranian military from any possible attempt to shut the Strait of Hormuz and to increase the number of fighter jets capable of striking 
deep into Iran if the standoff over its nuclear program escalates. 

 
8. Navy Weeds Out Users Of Designer Drugs 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 02 JUL 12) ... Navy Personnel Command Public Affairs 

MILLINGTON, Tenn. -- Navy's implementation of synthetic drug testing for synthetic chemical compounds like "Spice" and 
"Bath Salts" is helping the service close ranks on Sailors who use these prohibited and dangerous substances, officials said July 2. 
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CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
9. 22 Nations Assemble For Military Exercise 
(HONOLULU STAR-ADVERTISER 02 JUL 12) ... William Cole 

HONOLULU — So many nations are participating in this year's Rim of the Pacific war games off Hawaii that China feels left 
out. 

 
10. Philippine-U.S. Naval War Games Begin 
(ABS-CBN NEWS (PHILIPPINES 02 JUL 12) 

MANILA, Philippines - Philippine and American troops are taking part in the annual naval war games between the 2 countries 
that started Monday, the military said. 

 
11. U.S. Navy Aircraft Assists With Search And Rescue 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 02 JUL 12) ... Carrier Strike Group 8 Public Affairs 

USS DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER, At Sea -- While conducting coalition training in the Mediterranean Sea July 2, USS Dwight 
D. Eisenhower (CVN 69) received a call of a downed French aircraft operating from the French aircraft carrier Charles de Gaulle (R 
91). 

 
12. Two Warships Return To San Diego Tuesday 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 02 JUL 12) ... Gary Robbins 

The frigate McClusky, wrapping up one of its last deployments, will return to San Diego on Tuesday, followed about one hour 
later by the destroyer John Paul Jones. Then later in the morning, the carrier John Stennis, which is not homeported here, will pull into 
North Island for one day, says the Navy. 

 
13. USS Forrest Sherman To Deploy 
(WAVY NBC NORFOLK 02 JUL 12) ... Jessica O. Swink 

NORFOLK, Va. --- USS Forrest Sherman (DDG 98) of Destroyer Squadron 28 will leave Naval Station Norfolk July 3 for the 
Mediterranean and Arabian Seas. 

 

GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
14. Philippines May Ask For U.S. Spy Planes Over South China Sea 
(REUTERS 02 JUL 12) ... Manuel Mogato and Stuart Grudgings 

MANILA (Reuters) - The Philippines may ask the United States to deploy spy planes over the South China Sea to help monitor 
the disputed waters, President Benigno Aquino told Reuters on Monday, a move that could worsen tensions with its giant neighbor 
China. 

 
15. Yudhoyono Proposes Australia-U.S.-Indonesia Exercises 
(REUTERS 03 JUL 12) ... James Grubel 

CANBERRA -- Indonesian President Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono on Tuesday proposed joint military disaster exercises with 
Australia and the United States in a sign of easing concerns in Jakarta over American troop deployments to northern Australia. 

 
16. U.S.-Philippines Drill Fuels Tension 
Experts Say U.S.-Philippines Drill May Add Rifts Between PRC, ASEAN 
(CHINA DAILY 03 JUL 12) ... Zhang Yunbi 

Washington and Manila on Monday kicked off their second joint military drill of the year, and analysts warned that the move will 
bring more uncertainty to regional ties in the wake of the Huangyan Island [Scarborough Reef] incident. 

 
17. China Aligns With India, Japan On Piracy Patrols 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 03 JUL 12) ... Christopher Bodeen 

BEIJING— China is closely cooperating with the navies of Japan and India in patrolling against piracy off Somalia, a sign of the 
country's greater willingness to work with other nations in safeguarding global trade despite mixed sentiments among Chinese toward 
the country's main Asian rivals. 

 
18. Iran Tests Missiles After EU Oil Move 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 03 JUL 12) ... Farnaz Fassihi 

BEIRUT—Iran's Revolutionary Guards Corps launched several days of drills Monday to test missiles capable of hitting targets as 
far away as Israel, one day after the European Union put into effect its planned embargo against Iranian oil. 
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19. Iran Mourns 1988 Airliner Downing By U.S. Warship 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 02 JUL 12) 

TEHRAN, Iran — Iranians marked on Monday the anniversary of the downing of an airliner by a U.S. warship in the Persian 
Gulf more than two decades ago. 

 
20. Diplomacy Failing, West Faces Tough Syria Choices 
(REUTERS 02 JUL 12) ... Peter Apps 

LONDON -- There are few signs diplomacy can stem Syria's worsening conflict, leaving Western leaders - and even more so their 
Arab and Turkish allies - pushed ever further towards backing Bashar al-Assad's ouster by force. 

 
21. Pakistan Navy’s ‘Nuclear’ Aspirations 
(INSTITUTE FOR DEFENCE STUDIES AND ANALYSES (INDIA) 29 JUN 12) ... Abhijit Singh 

Recent reports from Pakistan seem to suggest the Pakistan Navy (PN) may be on the cusp of developing a naval nuclear missile 
capability, even as its plans for acquiring a nuclear submarine capability gradually become clearer. The first indication of this came in 
May 2012 when Pakistan tested the Hatf VII (Babur)—an indigenously developed Cruise Missile with high precision and 
manoeuvrability. 

 
22. F-35 Base-Sharing Plan Defuses Spat Between Italy’s AF, Navy 
(DEFENSE NEWS 02 JUL 12) ... Tom Kington and Vago Muradian 

As it cuts its F-35 Joint Strike Fighter order, Italy has confirmed a base sharing plan for its 30 Navy and Air Force short-takeoff, 
vertical-landing (STOVL) aircraft, which is set to save on maintenance and support. 

 
23. Russian Warship To Visit Belgian Port 
(MOSCOW INTERFAX-AVN 03 JUL 12) 

KALININGRAD -- The large amphibious ship, the Alexander Shabalin, of the Russian Baltic Fleet will pay a visit to the Port of 
Zeebrugge, Belgium, Baltic Fleet spokesman, Captain Second Rank Vladimir Matveyev told Interfax-AVN. 

 

PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
24. Wounded Sailor Gets Presidential Invite 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 02 JUL 12) 

DES MOINES, Iowa — A wounded Iowa Sailor received a surprise hospital visit from President Obama and an invitation to the 
White House. 

 
25. Navy Releases Reserve Petty Officer Names 
(NAVY TIMES 02 JUL 12) ... Mark D. Faram 

The good news is the spring reserve petty officer exam results are finally here. The bad news is the chance to advance is down 
across the board. 

 
26. Transition Benefits: ERB Outplacement Services Bring Sailor Home With Hope And A Future 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 02 JUL 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Monique K. Hilley, Commander, Navy Installations 
Command Public Affairs 

WASHINGTON -- When Aviation Electronics Technician 2nd Class Michael Farrell got the news in November 2011 that he had 
not been selected for retention by the Navy's Enlisted Retention Board, he was unsure of what would come next in his life. 

 
27. Tricare Prime Enrollment Fees To Increase 
(NAVY TIMES 02 JUL 12) ... Patricia Kime 

Enrollment fees for military retirees will increase Oct. 1 but within limits set by Congress last year. 
 

28. Agency Confronts Hurdles In Helping Veterans Match Military Skills To Civilian Jobs 
(NEW YORK TIMES 03 JUL 12) ... James Dao 

DETROIT — Malcolm Byrd got out of the Marine Corps in 2003 and found work, first in a General Motors factory and then with 
a nonprofit group. But four months ago, he lost his job because of government budget cuts and has been job hunting since. 

 
29. Group To DoD: Revisit Purple Heart For PTSD 
(NAVY TIMES 29 JUN 12) ... Patricia Kime 

The National Alliance on Mental Illness, a mental health advocacy group, is calling on the Defense Department to award Purple 
Hearts for post-traumatic stress disorder. 
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30. Review: Changes Needed In Guard, Reserve Pay 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 02 JUL 12) ... Lolita C. Baldor 

WASHINGTON — America's citizen soldiers, who train in their hometowns for a weekend a month and two weeks a year, 
receive more money for one day of training at home than their fellow National Guard and Reserve members earn for a day serving in 
the war zone. 

 
31. Navy Diver From Butte To Be In Workout Infomercial 
(HELENA (MT) INDEPENDENT RECORD 02 JUL 12) ... John Grant Emeigh 

BUTTE — In 60 days, he lost nearly 40 pounds and got abs as tight as Ebenezer Scrooge’s pocketbook. 
 

FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
32. Wasp To Get Combat System Upgrade, Return To Deployment Schedule 
(DEFENSE NEWS 02 JUL 12) ... Christopher P. Cavas 

The amphibious assault ship Wasp’s combat system is obsolete, says the U.S. Navy, and has been that way for years, leading to 
the ship’s withdrawal in 2009 from the regular deployment schedule. 

 
33. Is Osprey Safe? Depends On Which Stats Are Used 
(STARS AND STRIPES 02 JUL 12) ... Matthew M. Burke and Travis J. Tritten 

SASEBO NAVAL BASE, Japan — The Defense Department says the MV-22B Osprey is safe. Residents of Okinawa, where 24 
of the tilt-rotor aircraft are to be deployed soon, strongly disagree, with the prefectural governor threatening a movement to close all 
U.S. military bases on the Japanese island if their concerns are not addressed. 

 
34. CBO: Senate Defense Bill Costs $634 Billion 
(THE HILL 02 JUL 12) ... Erik Wasson and Carlo Munoz 

The nonpartisan Congressional Budget Office said Monday that the Senate’s 2013 Defense Authorization bill would cost $634 
billion. 

 
35. Navy To Resume Sinking Old Ships In U.S. Waters 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 02 JUL 12) ... Jason Dearen 

PEARL HARBOR, Hawaii — The U.S. Navy is resuming its practice of using old warships for target practice and sinking them 
in U.S. coastal waters after a nearly two-year moratorium spurred by environmental and cost concerns. 

 

BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
36. Tall Ships Provide A Taste Of War Of 1812 
Tall ships reenact cannon battles 
(BOSTON GLOBE 03 JUL 12) ... Billy Baker 

It was not a battle. At least not officially. 
 

37. Navy SEALs Parachute Onto Boston Common 
(WBZ CBS RADIO BOSTON 02 JUL 12) ... Kim Tunnicliffe 

BOSTON – The Navy’s “Leap Frogs” Parachute Team landed on the Boston Common on Monday. 
 

38. Wasp Sailors Assist Coalition Ships 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 02 JUL 12) ... Seaman Andrew Church, Navy Public Affairs Support Element, Norfolk 

BOSTON -- Thirty-three Sailors attached to amphibious assault ship USS Wasp (LHD 1) helped dock four coalition ships into the 
Boston Harbor June 30 as they arrived for Boston Navy Week 2012. 

 
39. USS Montpelier Sailors Participate In Namesake City's Fourth Of July Parade 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 02 JUL 12) ... Lt. Cmdr. Jennifer Cragg, Commander, Submarine Group 2 Public Affairs 

MONTPELIER, Vermont -- The commanding officer of USS Montpelier (SSN 765), chief of the boat and 18 other crew 
members are embarking on a three-day visit to Montpelier, their namesake city, July 2-4. 

 
40. Portsmouth Historic Sites Join Sail Portsmouth Celebration With Half-Price Admission 
(FOSTER (NH) DAILY DEMOCRAT 02 JUL 12) 

PORTSMOUTH — The 200th anniversary of the War of 1812 brings special sailing visitors to Portsmouth on the weekend of 
July 13-15. 
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41. OpSail2012 Bringing Tall Ships To Connecticut 
(MASSLIVE.COM 01 JUL 12) ... Cori Urban 

NEW LONDON HARBOR, Conn. – the last port of call for the U.S. Navy’s OpSail2012 – will be visited by fleet of more than a 
dozen tall ships on Friday afternoon. 

 
42. New London Readies For Tall Ships, Big Crowds 
As city plans logistics, makes repairs, volunteers pick up trash 
(NEW LONDON DAY 01 JUL 12) ... Kathleen Edgecomb 

NEW LONDON - The Public Works Department is filling potholes, mending cracks in sidewalks and mowing the grass at the 
gateways of the city. 

 
43. Navy Prepares To "Storm" Niantic Beach 
(NEW LONDON DAY 02 JUL 12) ... Jennifer McDermott 

EAST LYME — Unlike the submarines that move quietly in and out of the area, the Navy's amphibious landing craft will arrive 
Friday for OpSail in noisy, dramatic fashion. 

 
44. USS Iowa To Celebrate July Fourth With LA Mayor, Congress Members 
Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa and some members of Congress will celebrate the Fourth of July on the newly 
berthed USS Iowa 
(KNBC LOS ANGELES 02 JUL 12) ... Fallon Okwuosa 

The USS Iowa will celebrate the Fourth of July with Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa, Franklin D. Roosevelt's great granddaughter, 
and California and Iowa congress members. 

 
45. International Sea Cadets Group Visits Naval Station Newport 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 02 JUL 12) ... Bob Krekorian, Naval Station Newport Public Affairs 

NEWPORT, R.I. -- Thirty-two international Sea Cadets and their adult chaperones are visiting Naval Station (NAVSTA) 
Newport through July 9 for the 2012 U.S. Naval Sea Cadet Corps (NSCC), International Exchange Program (IEP). 

 
46. Landfill Providing Power For Miramar 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 02 JUL 12) ... Nathan Max 

MIRAMAR MARINE CORPS AIR STATION — Officials at Miramar Marine Corps Air Station want the capability of being 
100 percent independent from the city’s power grid in the next five years so they can effectively be prepared for an emergency, such 
as the blackout that darkened all of San Diego last year. 

 

NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
47. U.S. Nearing Decision On New Nuclear Arms Cuts 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 02 JUL 12) ... Robert Burns 

WASHINGTON — The Obama administration is edging toward decisions that would further shrink the U.S. nuclear arsenal, 
possibly to between 1,000 and 1,100 warheads, reflecting new thinking on the role of nuclear weapons in an age of terror, say current 
and former officials. 

 
48. GAO Upholds Tricare West Contract Switch 
(NAVY TIMES 02 JUL 12) ... Patricia Kime 

The Government Accountability Office on Monday upheld a Pentagon decision to award the $20.5 billion contract to manage the 
Tricare West region to UnitedHealth Group, the nation’s largest insurer. 

 
49. Court To Hear Appeal Of Marine In Iraqi Killing 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 02 JUL 12) 

SAN DIEGO — The military's highest court agreed Monday to hear the appeal of a U.S. Marine convicted of murder in one of 
the most significant criminal cases against U.S. troops from the Iraq war. 

 
50. Maersk In U.S. Cargo Deal Worth Up To $2.1 Billion 
(REUTERS 02 JUL 12) ... Jim Wolf 

WASHINGTON -- Maersk Line, a unit of Denmark's A.P. Moller-Maersk Group, has won a contract worth up to $2.1 billion for 
international shipping of U.S. military cargo, the Defense Department said on Monday. 
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51. On Old Carrier, New U.S. Citizens 
Aboard the Midway, personnel from around world take oath of allegiance. 
(LOS ANGELES TIMES 03 JUL 12) ... Tony Perry 

SAN DIEGO — After the ceremony was complete, after he had listened to the speeches and repeated the 141 words that made 
him a U.S. citizen, Marine Lance Cpl. Hua Fan admitted to being a bit overwhelmed. 

 
52. Diver's Dream: USS Mohawk Sinking Today Will Give Enthusiasts New Adventure 
(NAPLES (FL) DAILY NEWS 02 JUL 12) ... By Scott Butherus 

The Gulf waters of Southwest Florida aren't likely to overtake our neighbors to the south, the Keys, as a premiere dive destination 
anytime soon but for underwater enthusiasts there are still plenty of sights to explore.Soon divers will have another aquatic 
playground. 

 
53. Keeping USS Texas Afloat Will Take More Than Pride 
(HOUSTON CHRONICLE 01 JUL 12) ... Allan Turner 

Bristling with big guns and macho combat prowess, the USS Texas is a steel embodiment of its namesake state. In World War II, 
the 29,500-ton dreadnought backed Allied attacks at Normandy, North Africa, Iwo Jima and Okinawa. It was the first ship to launch 
an airplane at sea, mount anti-aircraft guns, gain recognition as a U.S. National Historic Landmark. 

 

OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
54. Festival Of Sail Helps New England Reconnect With Its History 
(BOSTON GLOBE 03 JUL 12) ... Editorial 

This week’s harbor festival of sail commemorating the bicentennial of the War of 1812 is a time to recall the bravery of the men 
who fought in the conflict against Britain, and to hail the region’s thrilling and underappreciated naval heritage. It’s a great civic 
moment, and should become a touchstone for family memories for decades hence. 

 
55. U.S. Special Forces Need Our Support 
(BOSTON GLOBE 03 JUL 12) ... Jim Smith 

Less than a year ago, on a perilous night in Afghanistan, a rocket-propelled grenade struck a U.S. Chinook helicopter causing a 
fiery crash that killed the 38 men on board, including 30 Special Operations troops. Twenty-two were members of a Navy SEAL 
Team. It was a devastating attack — the greatest loss of Naval Special Warfare (NSW) operators ever. 

 
56. Helping The Spouses Of Those Who Serve 
States must make professional licensure easier for military husbands and wives 
(BALTIMORE SUN 03 JUL 12) ... Michelle Obama 

Shelly Snell is a registered nurse. She's been married to Navy Commander Ben Snell for 16 years. They have two boys. And as a 
Navy family, the Snells have moved nine times, including a stint in Maryland. 

 
57. DoD Must Untangle Mind-Boggling Buying Process 
(DEFENSE NEWS 01 JUL 12) ... Joe Bednar 

Dear DoD acquisitions bureaucracy: enough already. Please stop expanding the already monstrous labyrinth of buying 
procedures. 

 
58. Claiming The Arctic 
China’s Posturing Becomes Ever Clearer 
(DEFENSE NEWS 01 JUL 12) ... David Curtis Wright 

China has recently been busy making good, and not just noise, on its Arctic ambitions. China wants what it sees as its fair share of 
the Arctic’s hydrocarbon riches and the Northwest Passage through the Canadian north designated as an international waterway. (In 
this, China shares the same stances as most of the developed world, with the exceptions of Canada and Russia). 

 

BBLLOOGGSS::  
59. EXCERPTS FROM BLOGS AROUND THE WORLD 
(PUBLISHED 02 – 05 JUL 12) 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Still Answering The Call 
(CHIEF OF NAVAL OPERATIONS BLOG 02 JUL 12) ... Adm. Jonathan W. Greenert 

Some of our friends and international partners have 
expressed concern that budget reductions will affect the 
Fleet’s ability to conduct humanitarian assistance missions. 
We have a new strategy and some budget changes, but we will 
continue to answer the call when a humanitarian need arises or 
natural disaster strikes. 

Our forward presence allowed us to rapidly respond to 
tsunamis in Indonesia and Japan, earthquakes in Haiti, or 
floods in Pakistan. Because they operate forward and are 
ready, our deployed ships and Sailors help save lives in the 
critical first days after a disaster. 

In addition to disaster response, since 2004 our Navy has 
integrated humanitarian assistance missions into our normal 
operational schedule. Annual events such as Pacific 
Partnership in the Asia-Pacific region and Continuing Promise 
in South and Central America provide medical care and 
training to build the capacity of our partners in these important 
regions and enhance our combined ability to respond to 
disasters when they occur. On these missions, our ships 
embark Sailors and Marines, Army and Air Force medical 
professionals, development experts, interagency 
representatives and non-governmental organizations to 
provide medical and security support to our partners. 

Our hospital ships will continue to deploy and provide 
medical capacity building and care to thousands of people 
each year. USNS Mercy is conducting Pacific Partnership 
2012 in Indonesia, Philippines, Vietnam and Cambodia. Our 
Sailors and embarked NGOs such as Project Hope, World 

Vets and Hope Worldwide work together to serve the host 
nations they visit. 

Our amphibious ships also can respond to natural 
disasters, but more often conduct theater security cooperation 
mission including mil-to-mil engagement, security force 
training and community projects. Although we plan to place 
two dock landing ships (LSD) in reserve status in fiscal year 
2014, there will not be a noticeable decrease in our ability to 
support HA/DR operations. 

During the next 10 years, our capacity for humanitarian 
assistance and disaster relief missions will increase as the joint 
high speed vessel (JHSV), littoral combat ship (LCS) and 
mobile landing platform (MLP) enter the fleet. Each of these 
ships will operate forward more than today’s ships because 
they have rotational crews, such as in LCS, or are manned by 
a core crew of civilian mariners. 

We will also increase our deployed presence by stationing 
or homeporting more ships overseas. We will forward station 
LCS in Singapore and additional patrol coastal ships in 
Bahrain, and homeport four destroyers in Rota, Spain. These 
forward forces will increase our ability to respond to crisis and 
provide more ships and Sailors for humanitarian assistance 
operations. 

Our focus on warfighting and our new strategy do not 
reduce the importance of assisting our partners and friends. As 
the world’s preeminent maritime power, we have a duty to, as 
our maritime strategy states – mitigate human suffering and 
prevent or contain local disruptions. 

Return to Index 
 

2. U.S. Invests $62M In Next-Generation Biofuels 
(GANNETT NEWS 02 JUL 12) ... Christopher Doering 

WASHINGTON — The U.S. government announced on 
Monday its latest effort to spur the development of biofuels 
through a $62 million investment. 

The Obama administration said a key part of the spending 
was $30 million in federal funding being made available to 
quicken the development of biofuels to replace diesel and jet 
fuel consumed by the military and the commercial aviation 
and shipping sectors. 

The White House promoted the investment as the latest 
step by the administration to reduce the country’s dependence 
on foreign oil and spur the development of biofuels in the 
United States — all of which amounts to a financial boon to 
states such as Iowa by creating jobs and boosting demand for 
crops. U.S. Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack called the 
funding announcement a “very positive step forward” for rural 
America. 

“This is a matter of national security. It’s a matter of 
energy security but it’s also good news for rural America,” 
said Vilsack. “It opens up great promise for the development 
of non-food feedstocks as a potential cash crop for farmers, 
ranchers and producers throughout the United States. The 
refineries that will be converting this biomass ultimately into 
fuel will likely be located in rural areas, helping to create 
jobs.” 

President Obama announced last August that the U.S. 
departments of Agriculture and Energy and the Navy will 

invest up to $510 million during the next three years to 
produce advanced drop-in aviation and marine biofuels to 
power military and commercial transportation. The $30 
million was part of this commitment. 

U.S. Secretary of the Navy Ray Mabus said last year he 
wants half of the fuel used in Navy ships and aircraft to come 
from renewable sources by 2020. 

The government said individuals seeking funding under 
Monday’s announcement will be required to submit a design 
and business plan for a commercial-scale biorefinery, identify 
and secure project sites and take additional required steps. 
Those who pass the first hurdle will then be asked to submit 
additional information for the construction or retrofit of a 
biorefinery. 

The government said recipients, who are expected to be 
announced in October, will be required to match the federal 
funds they receive. 

As part of Monday’s announcement, the Department of 
Energy also said $32 million in new investments would be 
made in earlier stage biofuels research. About $20 million will 
be used to support biorefineries that could produce renewable 
biofuels that meet military specifications for jet fuel and 
shipboard diesel using a variety of non-food biomass 
feedstocks, waste-based materials and algae. 

The remaining $12 million will be used to support up to 
eight projects focused on researching ways to develop 
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biobased transportation fuels and products using a process that 
converts non-food biomass to biofuels in an efficient and cost-
effective way. These projects will develop biological 
processes that can enhance the breakdown of raw biomass 
feedstocks and assist in converting feedstocks into 
transportation fuels. 

Mabus told reporters every time the price of oil goes up 
$1 a barrel it costs the Navy an additional $30 million in fuel 
costs. This year alone he said the Navy has seen price spikes 
going into “the hundreds of millions of dollars.” 

“Right now we give countries that produce oil too much 
of an input on whether our ships sail, our aircraft fly or our 
surface vehicles operate,” said Mabus. “We don’t want to have 
to be in the position of having to trade readiness for fuel. 
That’s simply a trade that is unacceptable and it’s a 
vulnerability that we have to address and this will help to 
address it.” 

A federal renewable fuel standard mandates the use of 
13.2 billion gallons of alternative fuels in 2012, with most of it 
coming from corn. Federal laws require that by 2022, half of 
the 36 billion gallons of ethanol come from non-corn sources 
such as corn stalks or the tall grasses. But so far the 
development of the new generation of biofuels from non-corn, 
which is heavily dependent on federal subsidies, has been 
costly and slow-going at best. 

Iowa’s first steps in mass production of biomass energy 
— from wood chips, corn stover or grasses — will be through 
the construction of two ethanol plants, by DuPont at Nevada 
and Poet at Emmetsburg, that will use corn leaves and stalks 
as feedstock. Poet broke ground on the $250 million cellulosic 
ethanol plant earlier this year, and it is expected to be 
completed in 2013. 

Return to Index 
 

3. Dual-Engine Failure Caused Navy Jet Crash In Va. Beach 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 03 JUL 12) ... Kate Wiltrout 

VIRGINIA BEACH -- A fighter jet that crashed into a 
residential neighborhood near Oceana Naval Station in April 
experienced double engine failure shortly after takeoff - an 
occurrence so rare it was not previously included as an 
emergency scenario in F/A-18 Hornet pilot training, the Navy 
said Monday. 

"We have never had a dual, unrelated engine failure in the 
F/A-18 Hornet," said Rear Adm. Ted Branch, commander of 
Naval Air Force Atlantic, calling the event "extraordinarily 
unusual." 

The investigation concluded that two almost simultaneous 
breakdowns hit the twin General Electric F404 engines that 
power the jet to supersonic speeds. 

"We don't have a smoking gun, a definitive source of the 
malfunction," Branch said after briefing reporters on the 
results of the judge advocate general's manual of investigation. 
Two other inquiries - the aircraft mishap board and a standard 
safety investigation - remain open. 

Built in 1987, the jet had flown about 6,500 hours, 
including four flights in the three days leading up to the crash. 
The model has a service life of 8,000 hours. 

Maintenance in the days and hours before the flight found 
nothing wrong. 

But immediately after takeoff, the aviators felt a series of 
thumps and bumps on the right side of the jet. They thought 
that they'd blown a tire and that some of the debris had been 
sucked into the engine. Following training for that scenario, 
the instructor sitting in the backseat directed the pilot to keep 
the plane flying, the landing gear down and the speed under 
250 knots. 

Actually, the investigation found, the tire wasn't the 
problem. The right engine failed a second or two after the 
plane's nose wheel left the runway - most likely, Branch said, 
because of a fuel leak. The fuel caught fire and destroyed 
some of the engine's compressor blades, causing a catastrophic 
stall. 

Investigators could not identify the cause of the fuel leak; 
much of the plane was destroyed in the crash and the fireball 
that followed. 

Losing an engine on takeoff isn't necessarily catastrophic. 
The remaining engine, switched to afterburner for maximum 
power, should put out enough thrust for the jet to keep 
climbing. 

But nothing happened when the pilot tried to restart the 
left afterburner, and the investigation found that the left engine 
actually started losing power at that point. 

After 25 seconds of flight, having reached an altitude of 
452 feet, the plane started its descent. Pressure on the stick and 
a favorable gust of wind slowed its fall for a few seconds but, 
after 50 seconds of flight, the plane was at an altitude of 270 
feet and dropping. When it was about 100 feet above the 
ground, the plane began rolling and yawing, and the pilot was 
no longer able to control its movement. At 50 feet above the 
ground, the crew ejected. 

Branch said that the afterburner probably failed because 
of a problem with its fuel system, but that it's impossible to 
know the exact reason because so much of the jet was 
destroyed. 

"While I recognize that these gaps are less than satisfying, 
we have very high confidence in the F/A-18 airframe, and in 
the F404 engine in the legacy Hornet," Branch said. The Navy 
has been flying the Hornet for over 30 years, he said, "and we 
have found it to be an extremely safe and reliable aircraft." 

The investigation found that it may have been possible to 
keep the jet aloft if, after the afterburner failed, the crew had 
raised the landing gear and dropped the external fuel tank to 
reduce drag and weight. 

But because the crew thought the initial engine problems 
were caused by a blown tire - a conclusion a more experienced 
pilot might also have made, the report noted - they had only 
about 10 seconds to consider and execute that course of action 
when the afterburner failed. 

Branch said the men's assessments were reasonable and 
their actions in accordance with training and procedure. 

Squadrons across the Navy and Marine Corps have been 
instructed to change emergency procedures to take into 
account a dual engine failure shortly after taking off from 
land. The goal is to train aviators how to respond if ever faced 
with a similar scenario, Branch said, "however unlikely." 
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The Navy did not identify the aviators. The pilot at the 
controls was about two-thirds of the way through nine months 
of Hornet training and had about 85 hours of flight time in the 
F/A-18. The instructor is not a pilot; he's a weapons systems 
officer with about 1,000 hours experience in the Hornet. The 
instructor did not take control of the plane, but he pulled the 
ejection handles when it was clear it was no longer flyable. 

Capt. Paul Gronemeyer, commodore of Strike Fighter 
Wing Atlantic, said the instructor waited until the last possible 
moment to eject. "Had they waited another second, we don't 
know what the outcome would have been," he said. 

Both men suffered minor injuries. The pilot, a lieutenant 
junior grade, has not yet been medically cleared to fly but 
hopes to return to the cockpit in the coming weeks, Branch 

said. The instructor, a lieutenant, is completing simulator 
training and will be back in the air soon. 

Navy officials on Monday afternoon also briefed residents 
of the Mayfair Mews apartment complex, which had 27 units 
destroyed in the crash. A few complained afterward about the 
pace of financial assistance for those who lost everything. 
Others questioned the likelihood of both engines failing 
simultaneously without some traceable human error. 

Earl Mawyer, the apartment complex manager, said most 
of his residents are just happy to be alive. 

"Does it really matter why it crashed?" he said after the 
briefing. "Either way, the jet crashed, and we're OK. I think 
the Navy did the best they could. I think the pilots did the best 
they could." 

View Simulation Video (RT: 1:34) 
Return to Index 
 

4. Lessons From The Hornet Crash 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 03 JUL 12) ... Adm. John C. Harvey 

As the Navy concludes its investigation into the cause of 
the crash of one of our Oceana-based F/A-18 Hornet fighter 
jets into the Mayfair Mews apartment complex in April, I want 
to share what we have learned and again thank the citizens of 
Virginia Beach for their heroic response. 

While we are very fortunate that no one was killed or 
seriously injured, I want to acknowledge the significant impact 
this incident has had on the residents of Mayfair Mews, 
particularly those who lost their homes and personal 
belongings. The Navy will continue to do everything within 
our power to ensure these residents have the support they 
need. 

I also wish to acknowledge the work of the Virginia 
Beach Fire Department, led by Chief Steven Cover, the 
Virginia Beach Police Department, led by Chief James 
Cervera, the many extremely skilled emergency personnel and 
the very brave citizens who rushed into burning buildings to 
rescue fellow residents, moved our downed air crew to safety 
and worked together as a team, alongside our sailors, to battle 
the blazes that had engulfed several of the buildings. 

The teamwork and strong relationship between the Navy 
and Virginia Beach were on full display during this incident 
and witnessed by the entire nation. 

With that relationship in mind, I can tell you we have 
done our due diligence to find the how, why and what behind 
this crash and prevent something like it from happening again. 
Many dedicated professionals and aviation experts have 
devoted considerable time and effort to conduct a thorough 
investigation. 

We have a high level of confidence that we know what 
happened. Although we were unable to identify a smoking 
gun, we did find a substantial body of evidence to support the 
findings. 

The results show that the aircraft suffered two unrelated, 
nearly simultaneous, catastrophic engine malfunctions. The 
first malfunction occurred in the right engine during takeoff 

when the pilot received warnings in the cockpit that the engine 
had stalled. 

The pilot followed established procedures by taking both 
engines out of afterburner and then placing the right engine in 
an "idle" position. The pilot attempted to compensate for the 
loss of thrust in the right engine by increasing throttle in the 
left engine, but the left engine failed to respond. 

At this point, the aircraft was severely underpowered and 
began losing altitude. At approximately 100 feet altitude, the 
aircraft began to roll to the right, and the air crew was forced 
to eject. 

The investigation determined the pilots followed 
established procedures, and it cleared the air crew of any 
dereliction of duties or misconduct. Our experts also have 
concluded the outcome would have very likely been the same 
for even our most experienced crew. 

After we determined the extremely rare chain of events 
(simultaneous, but unrelated engine failures) that led to this 
crash, we began updating our emergency procedures and 
training air crews to effectively respond should they encounter 
a similar situation. 

I thank the citizens of Virginia Beach for their support for 
our sailors and Navy. With up to 200,000 flight operations 
every year at NAS Oceana, our training here is absolutely 
critical to maintaining a powerful and global Navy. 

Every day we fly these aircraft, we know that we are 
flying them over your homes and ours, your families and ours, 
schools, churches, day care centers and more. I assure you that 
your safety is our top priority. 

You have my commitment that we will remain focused 
every day on ensuring that we have the best aircraft, operated 
by the most skilled air crew, conducting the safest flight 
operations possible. 

Adm. John C. Harvey Jr. is commander of U.S. Fleet 
Forces. 

Return to Index 
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5. Navy To Combat Sexual Assault With New Training Video 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 02 JUL 12) ... David Lerman 

The Navy is turning to professional actors to help teach 
the fleet to be on guard against sexual- assault crimes. 

A new two-hour training course on sexual assault 
prevention includes a 40-minute video filmed on a ship that 
depicts situations of improper conduct. 

“We used actors and actresses to give it a real feel,” said 
Rear Admiral Martha Herb, the deputy of Navy Personnel 
Command, in a conference call with reporters today. “It looks 
at decisions the people on the ship have to make to determine 
whether they need to intervene.” 

The number of reported sexual assaults in the military 
increased by 1 percent is fiscal 2011 over the previous year, 
according to a Pentagon report released in April. There were 
3,192 reports of sexual assault involving service members as 
either victims or subjects, the report found. 

“This is a focused effort by the entire force to eliminate 
this crime from our ranks,” Herb said. 

The Air Force said last week it is investigating 12 male 
military training instructors for alleged sexual misconduct 
with female cadets. Herb said the Navy’s new training effort 
had no connection to the Air Force probe. 

All Navy leaders -- those with ranks of E-7 and above -- 
with receive the new training by the end of September, said 
Captain Scott Seeberger, who heads a Navy task force on 
sexual- assault prevention and joined Herb in the conference 
call. The rest of the fleet will be trained by the end of the year, 
he said. 

Defense Secretary Leon Panetta in April announced plans 
to create a “special victims unit” in each military service 
branch to help curb sexual assaults. Trained investigators, 
prosecutors and other personnel would collect evidence and 
assist victims of assault. 

Panetta also issued a directive to ensure the most serious 
assault offenses, such as rape and forcible sodomy, will be 
elevated to a higher level of command. Those cases will be 
handled at a minimum by an officer at the colonel or Navy 
captain level, according to a Pentagon statement. 

There were 237,401 women serving in the U.S. military in 
2011, making up about 14.5 percent of the force, according to 
Pentagon figures. 

Return to Index 
 

6. Marking The 4th With Boston Navy Week 
(NEW ENGLAND CABLE NEWS 02 JUL 12) ... Eileen Curran 

SOUTH BOSTON, Mass. -- As New England and the rest 
of the nation gets ready to celebrate our country's freedom 
independence by land, Boston Navy Week is giving visitors an 
inside look at the action by sea. 

From June 29 until July 6, Boston visitors are getting a 
chance to meet Sailors, Maines, and Coast Guardsmen, as well 
as see the latest capabilities of today's maritime services first-
hand. 

Boston Navy Week is one of many signature events 
around the country commemorating the Bicentennial of the 

War of 1812 and the Star-Spangled Banner - just in time for 
an Independence Day celebration. 

The commemoration of the 200th anniversary of the War 
of 1812 is a salute to all Sailors and Marines who fought 
gallantly in that conflict, who served in all our nation's 
conflicts since then, and who continue defending freedom 
around the world today. 

NECN Reporter Eileen Curran spoke with Rear Admiral 
Gregory Nosal about Navy Week, and the events taking place 
in Boston. 

View Clip (RT: 4:03) 
Return to Index 
 

7. U.S. Adds Forces In Persian Gulf, A Signal To Iran 
(NEW YORK TIMES 03 JUL 12) ... Thom Shanker, Eric Schmitt and David E. Sanger. 

WASHINGTON — The United States has quietly moved 
significant military reinforcements into the Persian Gulf to 
deter the Iranian military from any possible attempt to shut the 
Strait of Hormuz and to increase the number of fighter jets 
capable of striking deep into Iran if the standoff over its 
nuclear program escalates. 

The deployments are part of a long-planned effort to 
bolster the American military presence in the gulf region, in 
part to reassure Israel that in dealing with Iran, as one senior 
administration official put it last week, “When the president 
says there are other options on the table beyond negotiations, 
he means it.” 

But at a moment that the United States and its allies are 
beginning to enforce a much broader embargo on Iran’s oil 
exports, meant to force the country to take seriously the 
negotiations over sharply limiting its nuclear program, the 
buildup carries significant risks, including that Iran’s powerful 
Islamic Revolutionary Guards Corps could decide to lash out 
against the increased presence. 

The most visible elements of this buildup are Navy ships 
designed to vastly enhance the ability to patrol the Strait of 
Hormuz — and to reopen the narrow waterway should Iran 
attempt to mine it to prevent Saudi Arabia and other oil 
exporters from sending their tankers through the vital passage. 

The Navy has doubled the number of minesweepers 
assigned to the region, to eight vessels, in what military 
officers describe as a purely defensive move. 

“The message to Iran is, ‘Don’t even think about it,’ ” one 
senior Defense Department official said. “Don’t even think 
about closing the strait. We’ll clear the mines. Don’t even 
think about sending your fast boats out to harass our vessels or 
commercial shipping. We’ll put them on the bottom of the 
gulf.” Like others interviewed, the official spoke on the 
condition of anonymity because of the delicacy of the 
diplomatic and military situation. 

Since late spring, stealthy F-22 and older F-15C 
warplanes have moved into two separate bases in the Persian 
Gulf to bolster the combat jets already in the region and the 
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carrier strike groups that are on constant tours of the area. 
Those additional attack aircraft give the United States military 
greater capability against coastal missile batteries that could 
threaten shipping, as well as the reach to strike other targets 
deeper inside Iran. 

And the Navy, after a crash development program, has 
moved a converted amphibious transport and docking ship, the 
Ponce, into the Persian Gulf to serve as the Pentagon’s first 
floating staging base for military operations or humanitarian 
assistance. 

The initial assignment for the Ponce, Pentagon officials 
say, is to serve as a logistics and operations hub for mine-
clearing. But with a medical suite and helicopter deck, and 
bunks for combat troops, the Ponce eventually could be used 
as a base for Special Operations forces to conduct a range of 
missions, including reconnaissance and counterterrorism, all 
from international waters. 

For President Obama, the combination of negotiations, 
new sanctions aimed at Iran’s oil revenues and increased 
military pressure is the latest — and perhaps the most vital — 
test of what the White House calls a “two track” policy against 
Iran. In the midst of a presidential election campaign in which 
his opponent, Mitt Romney, has accused him of being “weak” 
in dealing with the Iranian nuclear issue, Mr. Obama seeks to 
project toughness without tipping into a crisis in the region. 

At the same time he must signal support for Israel, but not 
so much support that the Israelis see the buildup as an 
opportunity to strike the Iranian nuclear facilities, which Mr. 
Obama’s team believes could set off a war without 
significantly setting back the Iranian program. 

A key motivation for “Olympic Games,” the covert effort 
to undermine Iran’s enrichment capability with cyberattacks, 
has been to demonstrate to the Israelis that there are more 
effective ways to slow the program than to strike from the air. 

But this delicate signaling to both Iran and Israel is a 
complex dance. Senator John Kerry, the Massachusetts 
Democrat who is chairman of the Foreign Relations 
Committee, said that the administration must strike a fine 
balance between positioning enough forces to deter Iran, but 
not inadvertently indicate to Iran or Israel that an attack on 
Iran’s nuclear sites is imminent or inevitable 

“There are a lot of expectations to manage,” Mr. Kerry 
said in an interview. “People need to know you’re serious, but 
you must also leave room for peaceful resolution. It’s very 
important not to take steps that send the wrong messages 
here.” 

There is little evidence that the increased pressure is 
having the desired effect. Negotiations with Iran are at a 
stalemate, though a group of Iranian, American and European 
experts are expected to meet in Istanbul on Tuesday to review 
a recent American proposal and Iranian response. So far, 
though, Iran has strenuously resisted all efforts to force it to 
give up enrichment of uranium, starting with production of a 
type that is considered relatively close to bomb grade. 

Responding to the tightening of Western sanctions, Iran 
on Monday announced that it would consider proposed 
legislation to disrupt traffic in the Strait of Hormuz as well as 
missile tests, in a drill clearly intended as a warning to Israel 
and the United States. 

The Iranian legislation calls for Iran’s military to block 
any oil tanker en route to countries no longer buying Iranian 
crude because of the embargo. It was unclear whether the 
legislation would pass or precisely how Iran would enforce it. 

Senior Pentagon and military officials acknowledge that 
Iran has the capability to close the strait, at least temporarily, 
and the additional mine-clearing forces can be viewed as both 
concrete and spoken evidence of Washington’s commitment to 
make sure any closing is as brief as possible. 

The most significant Iranian threat to shipping came 
during its war of attrition with Iraq in the 1980s. Iran attacked 
tankers and other commercial traffic to disrupt Iraq’s oil 
revenues and threaten shipments from other Arab states 
viewed as supporting Baghdad. Iran also laid significant 
numbers of mines in an attempt to block transit, prompting 
mine-clearing operations and attacks on the Iranian Navy by 
American warships. 

Defense Department officials stressed that the recent 
reshaping of American forces in the Persian Gulf region 
should not be viewed as solely about the potential nuclear 
threat from Iran. 

“This is not only about Iranian nuclear ambitions, but 
about Iran’s regional hegemonic ambitions,” the senior 
Defense Department official said. 

“This is a complex array of American military power that 
is tangible proof to all of our allies and partners and friends 
that even as the U.S. pivots toward Asia, we remain vigilant 
across the Middle East.” 

While American ground troops have been withdrawn 
from Iraq, a force equivalent to an extra Army combat brigade 
has remained in Kuwait, officials said. It could have many 
roles to contain regional instability, but Iran is a primary 
concern. 

While it always is difficult to read Iran’s intentions, senior 
American Navy officers have noted that Iranian ships in the 
Persian Gulf have refrained recently from provocative 
behavior. 

“Things have been, relatively speaking, quiet,” said Adm. 
Jonathan W. Greenert, the chief of naval operations, assessing 
actions by Iranian Navy vessels over “the last couple of 
months.” 

But that was without the pressure of the new sanctions; 
already Iran is exporting far less oil every day than a year ago: 
about 1.5 million barrels a day versus 2.5 million before the 
gradual imposition of earlier sanctions. 

While Iranian vessels have avoided any confrontations 
with allied warships in recent weeks, Iran expects to equip its 
ships in the Strait of Hormuz soon with shorter-range missiles, 
a Revolutionary Guards commander said on Friday, according 
to the semiofficial Mehr news agency. 

With an eye on the threat of a belligerent Iran, the 
administration is also seeking to expand military ties with the 
six nations in the Gulf Cooperation Council: Saudi Arabia, 
Kuwait, Bahrain, Qatar, the United Arab Emirates and Oman. 

The United States and 19 other countries will hold a 
major mine countermeasure exercise in the Persian Gulf in 
September, said a senior military officer who noted that 
countries in the region were taking more steps in their own 
defense, including buying American-made air defense systems 
and other weaponry. 

Return to Index 
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8. Navy Weeds Out Users Of Designer Drugs 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 02 JUL 12) ... Navy Personnel Command Public Affairs 

MILLINGTON, Tenn. -- Navy's implementation of 
synthetic drug testing for synthetic chemical compounds like 
"Spice" and "Bath Salts" is helping the service close ranks on 
Sailors who use these prohibited and dangerous substances, 
officials said July 2. 

"Navy has zero tolerance for drug abuse. Drug abuse, 
including use of designer drugs and synthetic compounds, by 
members of the Navy is incompatible with high standards of 
performance, military discipline, and readiness as embodied 
by of 21st Century Sailors and Marines," said Rear Adm. 
Tony Kurta, director, military personnel plans and policy. 

Navy reviews its testing of synthetic compounds 
continuously, and also continually responds to production of 
new controlled and synthetic compounds, changing testing 
procedures and pacing the changes being made by producers. 

Navy has analyzed more than 3,300 urine samples for 
synthetic chemical compounds since testing began in March, 
with 101 samples testing positive. Authorized testing under 
the synthetic drug testing program is conducted under member 
consent, command directed, unit and/or subunit sweep. 

NCIS will be notified of every positive sample for 
possible further investigation with a view towards potential 
disciplinary or adverse administrative action by the service 
member's command. 

Spice is a synthetic chemical compound that is sold as 
herbal incense and mimics the effects of the drug marijuana. A 
ban was placed on five synthetic cannabis compounds 
commonly found in the designer drug Spice, but also sold 
under different names. 

Some of the short-term effects include auditory and visual 
hallucinations, painless head pressure, panic attacks, time 
distortion and delirium. Long-term effects from the designer 
drug can include permanent physical impairment, mental 
illness or death. 

Another synthetic chemical compound, bath salts are sold 
under the common names: Vanilla Sky, Ivory Wave, Pure 
Ivory, Purple Wave, Charge+, Ocean Burst, and Sextacy. Bath 
salts are a potentially addictive powdered substance that is 
snorted, smoked or injected. They can have an adverse effect 
on the heart, circulation, nervous system, similar to ecstasy or 
cocaine, and result in lethal overdose. 

The unlawful possession or use by Department of the 
Navy personnel of controlled substance analogues (designer 
drugs), natural substances, chemicals wrongfully used as 
inhalants, propellants, prescribed or over-the-counter 
medication or pharmaceutical compound with the intent to 
induce intoxication, excitement or stupefaction of the central 
nervous system is prohibited via SECNAVINST 5300.28D. 
Violators are subject to punitive action under the Uniform 
Code of Military Justice, Article 92. 

Navy's Synthetic Drug Testing Operating Guide is posted 
on the Navy Alcohol and Drug Abuse Prevention Office 
(NADAP) website and contains procedures for commands to 
request synthetic drug testing and synthetic drug testing 
information. 

The Navy's zero-tolerance policy towards drug use is a 
key contributor to the readiness area of the 21st Century Sailor 
and Marine. To view the guide or for more news from 
NADAP, visit www.nadap.navy.mil. 
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CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
9. 22 Nations Assemble For Military Exercise 
(HONOLULU STAR-ADVERTISER 02 JUL 12) ... William Cole 

HONOLULU — So many nations are participating in this 
year's Rim of the Pacific war games off Hawaii that China 
feels left out. 

"Watching from afar, China is feeling uncomfortable," 
wrote the Global Times, published under the auspices of the 
Communist Party of China. "But it should be forgotten soon. 
The exercise is nothing but a big party held by the U.S. which 
is in a melancholy state of mind due to difficult realities." 

Brad Glosserman, executive director of the Pacific Forum 
Center for Strategic and International Studies in Hono-lulu, 
sees the reasons for the significant growth in the maritime 
maneuvers. 

"Only until a decade ago, until Sept. 11, 2001, we were 
still thinking (in terms of) a Cold War/post-Cold War world in 
which the chief challenges we were dealing with were 
predominately state-based challenges," he said. 

Sept. 11 was the first time that the United States truly 
understood the nature of transnational security challenges, he 
said. 

"Terrorism isn't about states," Glosserman said. 

Glosserman said countries in the region are slowly 
beginning to appreciate the value of the maritime cooperation 
that is practiced through RIMPAC. 

"I think all of this is pushing us to more greatly value the 
need for maritime cooperation," Glosserman said. "If you 
think about it, the seas are where all the countries meet." 

Natural disasters, including devastating tsunamis in 
Indonesia in 2004 and in Japan in 2011, also showed the need 
for broad, ship-based military relief. 

Participating nations in the biennial RIMPAC totaled 
eight in 2002; seven in 2004; eight in 2006; 10 in 2008; 14 in 
2010; and 22 this year. Exercises started Friday and run 
through Aug. 3 in and around the Hawaiian Islands. 

The 25,000 personnel, 40 ships, six submarines and more 
than 200 aircraft that will participate in RIMPAC are largely 
in place. The aircraft carrier USS Nimitz is expected to arrive 
today. 

Australia, Canada, Chile, Colombia, France, Japan, 
Mexico, New Zealand, South Korea, Russia, Singapore and 
the United States are among the nations in this year's 
RIMPAC. 
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Military personnel from India, Indonesia, Malaysia, 
Netherlands, Norway, Peru, the Philippines, Thailand, Tonga 
and the United Kingdom also will be taking part. 

Russia, long the United States' Cold War adversary, is 
participating this year for the first time. So are India, Mexico, 
the Philippines, New Zealand, Norway and Tonga, said U.S. 
Navy Cmdr. Charlie Brown, a RIMPAC spokesman. 

A small Chinese contingent did observe RIMPAC in 
1998, the Navy said. But certain direct military-to-military 
contact with China is prohibited under the National Defense 
Authorization Act of 2000. 

In 2006, a waiver of the restrictions allowed a Chinese 
team to observe a portion of the Valiant Shield exercises off 
Guam. 

Late last week, ships were stacking up two deep in Pearl 
Harbor as the international fleet continued to grow. 

Officials said the in-port phasewith shipboard parties, 
planning meetings and diplomatic get-togetherswill take place 
until about July 10 and 11, when many of the ships will head 
out to sea. 

The U.S. Navy so far has provided few details about this 
year's RIMPAC exercises, with a news conference scheduled 
for today, but the Royal New Zealand Navy said the training 
will include humanitarian assistance and disaster relief, up to 
and including "high-end conventional warfare." 

The "operational phase" of RIMPAC usually includes 
live-fire gunnery and missile exercises, maritime interdiction 
and vessel boarding, surface and undersea warfare practice, 

maneuvers, air defense exercises and explosive ordnance 
disposal and mine clearance operations. 

The New Zealand navy said on its website that its frigate 
Te Kaha would be working with Chilean, Canadian and 
Mexican ships and the U.S. Navy's amphibious assault ship 
USS Essex in one exercise. 

"We see it as a multinational exercise," said the Te Kaha's 
skipper, Cmdr. Jon Beadsmoore. "The guy I work for is 
Chilean. The guy he works for is Canadian. It's similar to what 
we do in the Middle East. It will be a bunch of people we don't 
normally work with." 

The New Zealanders said the culminating "tactical phase" 
will have the RIMPAC combined forces respond to "regional 
tensions" in support of United Nations resolutions by 
combating "an aggressive regional power and insurgent 
movement." 

The commander of the combined task force is U.S. Navy 
Vice Adm. Gerald Beaman, and the vice commander is Rear 
Adm. Fumiyuki Kitagawa of the Japanese Maritime Self-
Defense Force. 

A RIMPAC official said China was not invited. 
U.S. Navy Chief of Naval Operations Adm. Jonathan 

Greenert was asked Wednesday during a news briefing at the 
Pentagon when the Chinese might be involved in RIMPAC. 

"You know, you can be sure that would be an endeavor, 
and I hope sometime in the future we can," Greenert said, 
adding, "The more the better in an exercise such as RIMPAC." 

Return to Index 
 

10. Philippine-U.S. Naval War Games Begin 
(ABS-CBN NEWS (PHILIPPINES 02 JUL 12) 

MANILA, Philippines - Philippine and American troops 
are taking part in the annual naval war games between the 2 
countries that started Monday, the military said. 

Soldiers and ships from the Philippine Navy, the U.S. 
Navy, the Philippine Coast Guard, and the U.S. Coast Guard 
will see action in the 2012 Cooperation Afloat Readiness and 
Training (CARAT) exercises being held in the Mindanao Sea, 
Navy spokesman Col. Omar Tonsay said. 

"The exercise is expected to enhance interoperability (of 
the navies and coast guards of both countries) and at the same 
time provide opportunities for sharing of tactical and doctrinal 
best practices," Tonsay added. 

U.S. Ambassador Harry Tomas and AFP Eastern 
Mindanao Command chief Lt. Gen. Jorge Segovia led the 
formal launch of the war games in General Santos City that 
will last until Tuesday next week. 

Armed Forces spokesman Col. Arnulfo Marcelo Burgos 
said the exercises will strengthen the Philippines' naval 
defense capabilities. 

The Philippine Navy and Coast Guard ships taking part in 
the war games include the Barko ng Republika ng Pilipinas 
(BRP) Magat Salamat (PS20), BRP Miguel Malvar (PS19), 
BRP Salvador Abcede (PG114), BRP Teotimo Figuracion 
(PG389), and BRP Pampanga (SARV 003). 

The USS Vandergrift (FFG48), the USNS Safeguard (T-
ARS 50), and USCG WAESCHE (WMSL751) are also part of 
the event. 

The Philippine Navy also deployed one PN Islander (PNI 
320) while the USN is providing a P3C Orion and a SH-60B 
helicopter. A BO-105CB helicopter came from the Philippine 
Coast Guard. 

The exercises involve around 400 personnel from the 
Philippine Navy, 350 troops from the U.S. Navy, 150 
personnel from the Phillippine Coast Guard, and 150 from the 
U.S. Coast Guard. 

The annual war games involve surface, air, and special 
operations units who hold shore-based cross training exercises 
(CTX), diving exercises, salvage exercises, air operations 
exercises, at-sea fleet training exercises, as well as search and 
rescue exercises. 

Tonsay said this year's war games are aimed against 
terrorism. 

"Although not specifically aimed at enhancing counter-
terror objectives, the list of activities lined up in-shore and at-
sea would imply enhancements that may be related to counter-
terror efforts such as shore-based cross training exercise and 
at-sea fleet training exercises," he said. 

The military said the exercises are not related to the 
ongoing row between the Philippines and China over 
ownership of Scarborough Shoal and the Spratlys. 

"This is an annual activity planned long ago," Burgos 
said. 

Return to Index 
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11. U.S. Navy Aircraft Assists With Search And Rescue 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 02 JUL 12) ... Carrier Strike Group 8 Public Affairs 

USS DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER, At Sea -- While 
conducting coalition training in the Mediterranean Sea July 2, 
USS Dwight D. Eisenhower (CVN 69) received a call of a 
downed French aircraft operating from the French aircraft 
carrier Charles de Gaulle (R 91). 

Upon notification, a Carrier Airwing 7 airborne helicopter 
from Helicopter Anti-Submarine Squadron (HS) 5, embarked 

on USS Dwight D. Eisenhower, was dispatched to provide 
rescue and assistance. 

Once HS-5 arrived at the scene, they retrieved and 
transported the pilot to the Charles de Gaulle for medical 
treatment. 
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12. Two Warships Return To San Diego Tuesday 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 02 JUL 12) ... Gary Robbins 

The frigate McClusky, wrapping up one of its last 
deployments, will return to San Diego on Tuesday, followed 
about one hour later by the destroyer John Paul Jones. Then 
later in the morning, the carrier John Stennis, which is not 
homeported here, will pull into North Island for one day, says 
the Navy. 

The McClusky is scheduled to sail beneath the Coronado 
Bridge about 8 a.m. Tuesday on its way back to Naval Base 
San Diego. McClusky has been in the eastern Pacific and in 
the Caribbean Sea as part of a transnational crime force. 
McClusky is tentatively scheduled to be decommissioned in 
2014 as part of the Navy's plan to replace frigates with littoral 
combat ships. 

The John Paul Jones will sail under the bridge at about 9 
a.m., ending a deploying in which it performed ballistic 
missile defense in the western Pacific. The "JPJ" rescued 24 
civilian mariners from a burning merchant ship on March 15. 
The McClusky also was highly active, helping to seize 4,600 
kilograms of cocaine at sea. The cocaine had a street value of 
$174 million, the Navy says. 

The carrier Stennis has been operating off Southern 
California and Baja California, and will pull in to North Island 
for one day to take on supplies, the Navy says. The ship's 
arrival time has not been formally announced, but it will likely 
be between 11 a.m. and noon. The ship will not be open to 
visitors. 
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13. USS Forrest Sherman To Deploy 
(WAVY NBC NORFOLK 02 JUL 12) ... Jessica O. Swink 

NORFOLK, Va. --- USS Forrest Sherman (DDG 98) of 
Destroyer Squadron 28 will leave Naval Station Norfolk July 
3 for the Mediterranean and Arabian Seas. 

There, the ship, commanded by Cmdr. Luis E. Sanchez, 
will participate in Ballistic Missile Defense operations. 

"The ship worked hard to get ready for deployment; we 
did really well on all the certifications. Forrest Sherman is 
ready in all respects to carry on the nation's tasking," said 
Sanchez. 

USS Forrest Sherman is named after Adm. Forrest 
Percival Sherman, who was awarded the Purple Heart. 
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GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
14. Philippines May Ask For U.S. Spy Planes Over South China Sea 
(REUTERS 02 JUL 12) ... Manuel Mogato and Stuart Grudgings 

MANILA (Reuters) - The Philippines may ask the United 
States to deploy spy planes over the South China Sea to help 
monitor the disputed waters, President Benigno Aquino told 
Reuters on Monday, a move that could worsen tensions with 
its giant neighbor China. 

The two countries only recently stepped back from a 
months-long standoff at the Scarborough Shoal, a horseshoe 
shaped reef near the Philippines in waters they both claim - the 
latest round of naval brinkmanship over the resource-rich sea. 

The United States has stressed it is neutral in the long-
running maritime dispute, despite offering to help boost the 
Philippines' decrepit military forces. China has warned that 
"external forces" should not get involved. 

"We might be requesting overflights on that," Aquino told 
Reuters in an interview, referring to U.S. P3C Orion planes. 
"We don't have aircraft with those capabilities." 

In Washington, State Department spokeswoman Victoria 
Nuland declined to comment on the Orion aircraft, but said 

Washington has long assisted Manila, a formal security treaty 
ally. 

"As part of our longstanding military cooperation, the 
United States supports the Philippines in enhancing its 
maritime domain awareness," she told a news briefing. 

"We are talking about helping the Philippines be aware of 
what is going on and supporting our ally in defense of its own 
security," added Nuland. 

Last month, Aquino pulled out a lightly armed coast 
guard ship and a fisheries boat due to bad weather around the 
Scarborough Shoal, a group of rock formations about 140 
miles west of the main Philippine island of Luzon. 

The South China Sea is potentially the biggest military 
flashpoint in Asia, and tensions have risen since the United 
States adopted a policy last year to reinforce its influence in 
the region. 

At stake is control over what are believed to be significant 
reserves of oil and gas. Estimates for proven and undiscovered 
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oil reserves in the entire sea range from 28 billion to as high as 
213 billion barrels of oil, the U.S. Energy Information 
Administration said in a March 2008 report. 

China, the Philippines, Taiwan, Brunei, Vietnam and 
Malaysia have competing claims on the sea, but China's 
claims encompass almost all its waters. 

China said last week it had begun "combat-ready" patrols 
in waters it said were under its control in the South China Sea, 
after saying it "vehemently opposed" a Vietnamese law 
asserting sovereignty over the Paracel and Spratly islands. 

"We hope the Philippines will no longer issue information 
that provokes public opinion and avoid complicating the 
situation," Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesman Liu Weimin 
told reporters on Monday, responding to the Philippine 
military's assertion that it could return to the Scarborough 
Shoal at any time. 

On the maritime disputes, Nuland reiterated the U.S. 
stance that "we want to see this issue negotiated among the 
stakeholders, we want to see a code of conduct developed." 

"We Have A Lot Of Needs" 
Aquino, whose presidency has seen a cooling of ties with 

China over the sea dispute, said he had not decided whether to 
send Philippine ships back to the disputed shoal. He said he 
had called a cabinet meeting on Thursday to discuss the issue 
and overall relations with China. 

"We'll discuss the whole issue of the relationship with 
China and I would like to get the advice of my advisers," the 
52-year-old president told Reuters in a wood-paneled 
reception room in the Malacanang presidential palace. 

Manila has been looking to its old ally Washington for 
ships, aircraft, surveillance equipment and other hardware as 
the United States refocuses its military attention on Asia. 
Manila has offered Washington greater access to airfields and 
its military facilities in exchange for more equipment and 
frequent training. 

"The Philippines has demonstrated time and again its 
interest to preserve the peace and the de-escalation of the 
situation," Aquino said. "But we don't exist in a vacuum. We 
would want to see China reciprocate all of these moves that 
have been done as far as de-escalating the tensions." 

The maritime dispute was high on the agenda when 
Aquino met U.S. President Barack Obama in Washington last 
month. In August last year, the U.S. Pacific Command made 
an initial offer to deploy the P3C Orion spy planes to the 
Philippines and help monitor disputed areas in the South 
China Sea after China increased its presence and activities 
near Reed Bank, part of the western Philippines Palawan 
island group. 

The Pentagon offered to share real-time surveillance data 
with the Philippines while seeking wider access to airfields in 
its former colony in Southeast Asia. 

Despite its professed neutrality over the South China Sea 
dispute, the U.S. military "pivot" back to Asia is widely seen 
as a response to China's growing military capabilities. Its shift 
back to the region may be encouraging smaller nations such as 
Vietnam and the Philippines to take a bolder stance over the 
sea dispute, analysts say. 

"We have a lot of needs," said Aquino, the son of 
democracy icon and former president Corazon Aquino. 

"For instance the coast watch system - we have 36,000 
km (22,000 miles) of coastline. We don't have radar coverage 
for all of this." 

Aquino also said he would not object to an increased 
"rotational tempo" for U.S. military forces in the country to 
help train their Filipino counterparts. 

Aquino said China should not be alarmed by Philippine 
efforts to improve its monitoring capability. 

"Does the Philippines have the capacity to become an 
aggressor?" he asked. "By any stretch of the imagination, the 
Philippines does not. So why should it upset a superpower if 
we're all reasonable?" 
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15. Yudhoyono Proposes Australia-U.S.-Indonesia Exercises 
(REUTERS 03 JUL 12) ... James Grubel 

CANBERRA -- Indonesian President Susilo Bambang 
Yudhoyono on Tuesday proposed joint military disaster 
exercises with Australia and the United States in a sign of 
easing concerns in Jakarta over American troop deployments 
to northern Australia. 

Under U.S. President Barack Obama's "pivot" to the Asia-
Pacific, the U.S. will rotate 2,500 Marines through a base near 
the northern Australian city of Darwin in a decision which 
Indonesia initially said created tension and mistrust. 

During a two-day visit to Darwin, Yudhoyono made no 
mention of the U.S. deployment, but suggested countries in 
the region, including China, could join the United States in 
planning for disaster relief operations. 

"We hope that the United States, China, and also other 
countries will also join us in facing possible natural disasters," 
Yudhoyono said through a translator after bilateral talks with 
Australian Prime Minister Julia Gillard. 

"It can engage the militaries of each of the countries in 
our region," he added. 

Australia has promoted the U.S. Marines' presence and 
Darwin's proximity to Indonesia, as being useful for 
emergency relief for future disasters or emergencies, such as 
the 2002 Bali bombings or the deadly 2004 tsunami. 

Beijing, however, is wary of Washington's intentions in 
the Asia-Pacific, with more hawkish voices in the PLA saying 
that the United States is bent on encircling China and 
frustrating its rise. 
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16. U.S.-Philippines Drill Fuels Tension 
Experts Say U.S.-Philippines Drill May Add Rifts Between PRC, ASEAN 
(CHINA DAILY 03 JUL 12) ... Zhang Yunbi 

Washington and Manila on Monday kicked off their 
second joint military drill of the year, and analysts warned that 

the move will bring more uncertainty to regional ties in the 
wake of the Huangyan Island [Scarborough Reef] incident. 
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The Philippines-U.S. naval training exercises, scheduled 
from Monday to July 10 near Mindanao Sea, began with U.S. 
vessels, including the USS Vandegrift, arriving at Makar Port 
in General Santos City in the southern Philippines on Sunday. 

The drill involves 450 members of the Philippine Navy 
and Philippine Coast Guard, and 500 staff members of the 
U.S. Navy and Coast Guard. 

Dave Welch, commodore of the USS Vandegrift, said the 
training will include in-port exercises and expertise 
exchanges, Xinhua reported. 

Although the Philippines' armed forces said the drill is an 
annual routine and "not aimed at any third party,” analysts 
said the exercise benefits the country and further helps the 
U.S. shift strategic emphasis back to the Asia-Pacific region. 

"The drill shows both Washington and Manila's will to 
beef up their alliance since the 1950s, and Manila has received 
support from Washington in various areas, especially this 
year," said Yang Baoyun, a professor of Southeast Asian 
studies at Peking University. 

The U.S. has reiterated that it does not take a position on 
the rival territorial claims of countries in the South China Sea, 
but Manila still has expressed its hope that Washington could 
back its claim to China's Huangyan Island, Yang said. 

On April 10, 12 Chinese fishing boats were harassed by a 
Philippine Navy gunboat while taking refuge from harsh 
weather in a lagoon near China's Huangyan Island. Two 
Chinese Marine Surveillance ships in the area later came to 
rescue the Chinese fishermen from being detained by 
Philippine naval forces. 

Later, Beijing protested Manila's infringement on China's 
sovereignty, and sent official ships to the spot for a monitoring 
mission. The drill comes after Manila's announcement on 
Friday that it had sent observers to the U.S.-led Rim of the 

Pacific Exercises, the largest-ever naval drill in the region, 
involving 22 countries. 

"The Philippines' decision to join the Monday drill and its 
involvement in the RIMPAC are aimed at demonstrating its 
alliance with the U.S., and it is also showing off strength to 
China," said Yin Zhuo, a military expert in Beijing. 

Yin warned that the recent drills may add rifts between 
China and the Association of Southeast Asian Nations. 

Washington has recently been restrained on issues 
concerning Manila and the Huangyan Island, and it also hopes 
to keep China-U.S. ties stable in an election year, said Yuan 
Peng, an American studies expert at the China Institutes of 
Contemporary International Relations. 

However, the U.S. has continued to resort to high-level 
consultations with Manila on regional issues after the 
Huangyan Island impasse. 

U.S. Secretary of State Hillary Clinton in early June told 
Philippine President Benigno Aquino that Washington will 
continue to monitor the Huangyan Island situation closely. 

Beijing on Monday also slammed Manila's recent remarks 
concerning the Huangyan Island, as reports said the 
Philippines military vowed to escort Philippine vessels and 
fishermen back to the island after the Philippine fishing ban 
ends. "We expect the Philippines to contribute more to 
facilitate both the ease of the island situation as well as the 
bilateral friendly cooperative relations," Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Liu Weimin said at a daily news conference. 

Philippine Senate President Juan Ponce Enrile was quoted 
by Philippine Daily Inquirer on Monday as saying China's 
claim to Huangyan Island was "legally weak.” 

"We hope the Philippines will stop making provocative 
comments time and time again, and avoid complicating the 
situation," Liu said. 
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17. China Aligns With India, Japan On Piracy Patrols 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 03 JUL 12) ... Christopher Bodeen 

BEIJING— China is closely cooperating with the navies 
of Japan and India in patrolling against piracy off Somalia, a 
sign of the country's greater willingness to work with other 
nations in safeguarding global trade despite mixed sentiments 
among Chinese toward the country's main Asian rivals. 

Japan's Maritime Self-Defense Force became the lead 
navy Sunday in the pact that allows the three to synchronize 
patrols and best allocate each country's escort resources, 
Chinese Defense Ministry spokesman Yang Yujun told 
reporters at a briefing. 

Analysts say the escort pact is a sign of growing Chinese 
naval confidence that could reduce the chances of 
confrontation in waters closer to China where navies from 
Japan, the U.S. and others operate in increasingly tight 
proximity. With China expanding its naval capabilities and 
asserting its interests, it's important that Beijing's admirals 
start working more closely with their foreign counterparts, 
defense experts say. 

"Chinese collaboration with other navies should be 
welcomed. The hope is that such cooperation will have a 
positive normative effect on the civilian and military 
leadership," said Toshi Yoshihara of the U.S. Naval War 
College. 

China joined the Gulf of Aden anti-piracy patrols in late 
2008, displaying the fruits of a 500 percent increase in defense 
outlays over the past 13 years that has allowed the Chinese 
navy to acquire latest-generation submarines, surface ships, 
and aircraft, along with an aircraft carrier now undergoing sea 
trials. In the gulf, it regularly rotates squadrons usually 
composed of a two warships and a support vessel, 
accompanied by special forces soldiers. 

From the start, the Chinese contingent has been in contact 
with others in the multinational flotilla as it graduated from 
guarding Chinese ships to escorting ships of all nationalities. 
The three nations implemented patrol coordination this year, 
with China and India taking turns as lead navy before handing 
off to Japan on July 1. South Korea is reportedly interested in 
joining the arrangement. 

The pact shows how China's expanding global reach is 
projecting its military into new roles, sometimes in 
cooperation with ideological foes or traditional enemies such 
as Japan, which brutally invaded and occupied China 
preceding World War II. 

Anti-Japanese sentiment remains strong among many 
Chinese, kept raw by the educational system and state media, 
and stoked by Japan's alliance with the United States and 
territorial disputes in the East China Sea. 
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Beijing, meanwhile, sees giant neighbor India as a 
competitor for influence and they have not settled a border 
dispute that involved a short but bloody war in 1963. 

The decision to cooperate with such rivals reflects a new 
pragmatism as Beijing seeks ways to expand its military's role 
abroad, which has also included sending a ship to provide 
security for Chinese civilians in Libya last year and 
dispatching a hospital ship on a tour of South America. 
Having never operated a global navy, China's navy wants to 
build its capabilities and burnish its reputation, said Barney 
Rubel, dean of the Center for Naval Warfare Studies in Rhode 
Island. 

"It's politically expedient for them to 'go along to get 
along,' including cooperating with Japan," Rubel said. 

Such pragmatism has limits, however. Rubel and 
Yoshihara say multinational cooperation isn't likely to produce 
a kinder, gentler Chinese navy when it comes to what China 

considers its sovereign "core interests," particularly in waters 
closer to China. 

"I don't see this happening anytime soon, but it is 
certainly worth the effort to shape Chinese norms and 
perceptions," Yoshihara said. 

And whatever breakthroughs are made with Japan and 
India, the Chinese navy's relationship with the U.S. Navy will 
remain problematic, particularly with plans by Washington to 
deploy 60 percent of its fleet worldwide to the Pacific by 
2020. 

During a visit to Beijing last week by the top U.S. 
military commander in Asia and the Pacific, Defense Minister 
Liang Guanglie expressed concerns over Washington's pivot 
to Asia and complained about U.S. surveillance missions near 
the Chinese coast. 

The U.S. "continues building a strategic circle to contain 
China," National Defense University professor Li Daguang 
was quoted as saying by the official China News Service. 
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18. Iran Tests Missiles After EU Oil Move 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 03 JUL 12) ... Farnaz Fassihi 

BEIRUT—Iran's Revolutionary Guards Corps launched 
several days of drills Monday to test missiles capable of 
hitting targets as far away as Israel, one day after the European 
Union put into effect its planned embargo against Iranian oil. 

The three days of war games in the north-central desert 
area of Semnan province, dubbed the Great Prophet 7, were 
reported by official news agencies. They are aimed at testing 
the precision and efficiency of the Iranian Revolutionary 
Guard Corps' warheads and missile system, the reports said. 

Iran routinely conducts military drills. The continuing 
crisis in Syria, Iran's closest ally in the Arab world, and the 
near-failed nuclear talks with the West could potentially make 
Iran vulnerable for a military attack. 

A new round of technical meetings is scheduled in Turkey 
this week between Iran and six counterparties who are aiming 
to curb what they say are Iranian steps toward building nuclear 
weapons. But there is little expectation of a breakthrough 
between Iran and the five permanent members of the United 
Nations Security Council plus Germany, or P5+1. During the 
last rounds of talks in Moscow in June, both sides 
acknowledged a large gap between their visions for a possible 
deal. Iran contends its nuclear program is for peaceful energy 
purposes. 

Both Israel and the U.S. have said a military option is on 
the table. 

In this week's drills, dozens of domestic ballistic missiles 
will be fired at 100 land and sea targets modeled after foreign 
bases belonging to "extra regional powers," official media 
reports said. Bomber drones and aircrafts will also be used, 
reports said. 

Gen. Amir Ali Hajizadeh, commander of the 
Revolutionary Guards' airspace unit, said Monday that Iran 
wouldn't "sit idly" as the U.S. and Europe built a missile-
defense shield program that could target Iran, according to 
IRNA, the official news agency. The North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization is pursuing plans for a Europe-based shield that 
would guard against Iranian missiles. 

Iran would unveil a new ballistic missile, called Arm, 
which Gen. Hajizadeh said has the capacity to detect and hit 

radar bases. Arm is capable of hitting NATO targets in 
Turkey, enemy ships in the Persian Gulf and Israel's Iron 
Dome missile-defense system, he said. 

Gen. Hajizadeh also said the Revolutionary Guards' 
electronic experts had successfully decoded all the classified 
information in the U.S. RQ-170 drone that went down inside 
Iran in December. Iran was currently using this intelligence 
and had begun building a drone modeled after its American 
counterpart, he said. 

The U.S. Central Intelligence Agency declined to 
comment. 

Gen. Hajizadeh also dismissed the threat of military 
strikes against Iran. He said the U.S. wouldn't go along with 
this scenario because its bases in the region are "right under 
the reach of our missile and weapons." 

He also said Israel doesn't have the capacity to mount a 
unilateral attack on Iran, and if it did, Iran would act. "If they 
[Israelis] make a move, it will give us a great excuse to wipe 
them off the map," said Gen. Hajizadeh, according to IRNA. 

Also on Monday, an Iranian lawmaker said lawmakers 
had drafted a bill to block the Strait of Hormuz, a vital oil-
shipping corridor, to U.S. and European tankers. The bill is an 
"emergency plan to block the strait" following the 
implementation of EU sanctions, Ibrahim Agha Mohammadi, 
a member of the Parliament's national-security and foreign-
policy commission, said in remarks posted Monday on Iran's 
parliamentary website Icana. 

He said the bill had the support of 100 of the Parliament's 
290 members, and was to exercise Iran's "sovereignty of 
internal waters and against an unfair and cruel oil embargo." 
The move would be largely symbolic, as the decision to close 
the strait would lie with Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali 
Khamenei. 

"We have seen similar threats from Iran to close the Strait 
of Hormuz many times before," an official at the U.S. State 
Department said. "Any attempt by Iran to close the Strait or to 
require vessels to obtain Iranian consent to transit the Strait 
would be inconsistent with international law and unacceptable 
to the United States," the official added. 
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19. Iran Mourns 1988 Airliner Downing By U.S. Warship 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 02 JUL 12) 

TEHRAN, Iran — Iranians marked on Monday the 
anniversary of the downing of an airliner by a U.S. warship in 
the Persian Gulf more than two decades ago. 

State TV showed relatives of the 290 dead and local 
officials scattering flowers from a ship and a helicopter into 
the waters where the Iran Air Airbus A300 crashed on July 3, 
1988, killing all on board. 

Participants were chanting, "Down with the U.S." 
The ceremony shows how Iranian leaders still consider 

the United States the country's most dangerous enemy. 
The two countries have a long record of discord, the latest 

dispute being Iran's nuclear program that the West suspects is 

aimed at developing weapons technology. Iran denies the 
charge, saying its nuclear activities are for peaceful purposes 
like power generation and cancer treatment. 

Iran has held similar ceremonies on past anniversaries of 
the airliner's downing by the USS Vincennes. 

Iran has called for the warship's then-commander, 
William C. Rogers III, to be brought to trial. In 1990, then-
U.S. President George H. W. Bush awarded Rogers the Legion 
of Merit for his service as a commanding officer. 

In 1999, Iran said that it had received $130 million from a 
1996 settlement that included compensation for families of the 
victims. 
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20. Diplomacy Failing, West Faces Tough Syria Choices 
(REUTERS 02 JUL 12) ... Peter Apps 

LONDON -- There are few signs diplomacy can stem 
Syria's worsening conflict, leaving Western leaders - and even 
more so their Arab and Turkish allies - pushed ever further 
towards backing Bashar al-Assad's ouster by force. 

In Geneva on Saturday, world powers attempted a vague 
show of unity by committing to support for a transitional 
government. But diplomats led by United Nations envoy Kofi 
Annan failed to bridge differences between the West and 
Russia - backed by China - on whether or not that meant that 
Syria's president must go. 

In any case, neither Assad's government nor his various 
opponents have shown great interest in such an accord. 
Instead, both sides look to be digging in for a long, winner-
takes-all struggle, ramping up the violence and turning to 
foreign sponsors in a confrontation that could last months, or 
years. 

A meeting in Paris this coming Friday of the loose 
alliance known as the Friends of Syria is likely see the United 
States in particular come under greater pressure from Turkey 
and the Syrian opposition's Arab allies - principally Saudi 
Arabia and the Gulf state of Qatar - to increase its help for the 
rebels. 

Washington has long worried about the wisdom of 
backing Syria's opposition, which it sees as ill-organized, 
disparate and much too close to al Qaeda-linked militants. It 
has limited aid to "non-lethal" equipment, such as radios. And, 
in an election year, the White House is anxious to avoid 
anything that may look like an Afghan-style, open-ended 
military intervention. 

Yet it also acknowledges that some of its allies have opted 
to get more involved in actively support the rebel campaign. 

"We're concerned about pouring more weapons into an 
already over-militarized situation," U.S. State Department 
spokeswoman Victoria Nuland said on Monday. "We've made 
our decision. 

"Other countries are making other decisions. Our goal 
now is trying to stay coordinated." 

Though public details on aid to the rebels are scant, U.S. 
officials say Saudi- and Qatari-funded weaponry is finding its 
way, mostly via Lebanon, into Syria, to be used against Assad, 

whose Alawite religion and alliance with Shi'ite Iran distance 
him from the Sunni Muslims who run most other Arab states. 

Some fear foreign powers may simply be making things 
worse. 

"The unfortunate truth is that it's a very difficult situation 
and it's hard to know where to go from here," said Ari Ratner, 
a former State Department Middle East adviser to the Obama 
Administration and now a fellow at the Truman Project on 
National Security. "Other countries are being dragged into a 
proxy war ... which may in itself help perpetuate the violence." 

On Monday, U.N. human rights chief Navi Pillay 
complained both sides were receiving more and more 
weapons, creating more violence - though she did not say who 
was sending them. Assad has bought much of his weaponry 
from longstanding ally Russia. 

The Western powers remain publicly committed to other 
tools to weaken Assad's grip on power - primarily financial 
sanctions. 

U.S. officials say they hope Syria's opposition will 
endorse the Geneva plan for sharing power with Assad 
loyalists when they meet in Paris on Friday, though for now 
opposition spokesman have been asking instead for weapons. 
Washington has flatly refused, although it says it cannot stop 
others from offering. 

Compared to Assad's forces - increasingly using not just 
tanks and armored vehicles but also artillery and attack 
helicopters - the Free Syrian Army remains desperately 
underequipped, capable of little more than hit and run attacks. 

While they have fought on for months in pockets such as 
Homs, where they benefit from weapons smuggled across the 
border from Lebanon, they can still barely hold ground. Nor 
do they have many military options when government forces 
withdraw from opposition areas only to then pound them with 
artillery shells supplied from either Russia or Iran. 

Buffer Zone 
Yet for all the concern about contributing to further 

bloodshed, some who wish to see Assad gone see arming the 
rebels as a better option than simply waiting, or than any form 
of direct Libya-style campaign committing warplanes or even 
troops. 
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Turkish action in the past week - following the shooting 
down of a Turkish reconnaissance jet by Syrian air defenses - 
may be the clearest example yet of foreign action to redraw 
the lines of battle in favor of the rebels. 

Last week, Turkey moved heavy artillery and anti-aircraft 
missiles up to its border with Syria, publicly warning 
Damascus that any forces which approached Turkish territory 
might be liable to attack. 

The Assad government looks to have made occasional 
attempts to test Turkey's resolve, but with Ankara scrambling 
fighter jets several times after Syrian helicopters approached 
its airspace, they have begun to pull forces back. 

A Reuters correspondent of the border said that it 
appeared Assad's ground forces had withdrawn some 30 km 
(20 miles) back into their own territory, although they were 
shelling presumed opposition areas only 8 km (5 miles) from 
the Turkish border. 

Some opposition activists complain the Turkish action has 
actually made things worse, as areas once garrisoned with 
Syrian troops are now simply being bombarded. 

Still, it has created something of a de facto buffer zone, 
increasing the freedom to maneuver of rebel fighters already 
operating from Turkey. With Syrian aircraft also likely to try 
to avoid attracting Turkish fire, some analysts say a de facto 
no-fly zone may also now effectively exist over the area. 

Having sheltered leaders of the Free Syrian Army and 
allowed them to operate from its territory for months, Ankara 
now seems signaling much clearer support for the opposition. 

"What we now have today is a regime who has strayed so 
far away from a basic sense of rationality," Turkish Foreign 
Minister Ahmet Davotoglu told a Syrian opposition meeting in 
Cairo on Monday. 

"The only interlocutor for Turkey in Syria is now the 
Syrian people, ... that is the Syrian opposition, which means 
you." 

That seems likely to mean that Ankara will let the Gulf 
Arab states increase shipments of military supplies to FSA 
forces based in Turkey. For the opposition, they are sorely 
needed. 

Western intelligence and special forces operatives already 
believed to be operating in Turkey may also be pressured to 
provide much greater support. So far, officials in Washington 
in particular say their primary task has been less to assist the 
rebels and much more to find out who they are and whether it 
might ever be safe to work with them more closely. 

Going In Circles? 
The uncertainties of taking action compare to an 

apparently growing certainty that diplomacy is making little 
progress. 

"The wheels clearly are going in circles without moving 
forward," said Hayat Alvi, lecturer in Middle Eastern studies 
at the U.S. Naval War College. "The proof is the Assad 
regime's continuous acts of violence against the Syrian people, 
even while the diplomatic wheels have been turning. 

"That will likely be the scenario for months to come." 
Western officials also appear to be shelving ambitions of 

persuading Vladimir Putin to abandon Assad. Having 
repeatedly embarrassed themselves by briefing that a major 
change in the Russian position was imminent, there seems a 
growing acceptance that - for now at least - it may simply not 
happen. 

Having agreed not to veto a U.N. Security Council 
resolution that led to the Western-backed overthrow of Libya's 
leader last year, Russia and China show no sign of letting the 
same thing happen again in Syria - particularly at a time when 
both accuse the West of encouraging their own domestic 
opponents. 

"There ... is the glaring fact that Russia and Western and 
Arab powers still do not see eye to eye and cannot agree to the 
details of a power-sharing agreement, which diminishes the 
pressure in Damascus," says Anthony Skinner, head of Middle 
East and North Africa at political risk consultancy Maplecroft. 

"These diplomatic efforts ... are on par to trying to weave 
a fleece from disintegrating threads." 

In the short term, that disintegration could well continue. 
On Saturday, Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov 

said that if other world powers were truly committed to the 
pro-opposition Friends of Syria, "we would then be in a 
position where we couldn't agree on anything.” 

In the long run, however, diplomats widely believe Assad 
cannot survive the array of forces against him - particularly his 
own people. Those from the Sunni majority now protesting or 
fighting know that if they lose and he reasserts his power, the 
crackdown will likely be devastatingly savage. 

The Alawite minority who make up much of the elite of 
politics and the armed forces, meanwhile, will also fear the 
consequences of defeat. But they may ultimately decide that 
their best chance of survival involves ditching their leader. 

When or if that happens, the diplomatic channels may 
reopen. In the meantime, Western powers are left wondering 
whether their meeting in Geneva was even worth the airfare. 

"It's hard to say that it will ultimately make any 
difference," said Ratner at Truman Foundation. 

"There is an advantage to keeping talking with the 
Russians and Chinese to keep diplomatic options open. But 
now I don't think there is much hope for an international 
agreement that resolves the situation." 
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21. Pakistan Navy’s ‘Nuclear’ Aspirations 
(INSTITUTE FOR DEFENCE STUDIES AND ANALYSES (INDIA) 29 JUN 12) ... Abhijit Singh 

Recent reports from Pakistan seem to suggest the Pakistan 
Navy (PN) may be on the cusp of developing a naval nuclear 
missile capability, even as its plans for acquiring a nuclear 
submarine capability gradually become clearer. The first 
indication of this came in May 2012 when Pakistan tested the 
Hatf VII (Babur)—an indigenously developed Cruise Missile 
with high precision and manoeuvrability. 

Reports suggested that the missile was launched from a 
state-of-the-art multi-tube Missile Launch Vehicle (MLV), 
which significantly enhances the targeting and employment 
options of the Babur Weapon System in both the conventional 
and nuclear modes. Importantly, this is the third test of the 
Babur in the recent past, of different capacities and loads. 

Then, in another significant development, on May 19, the 
PN inaugurated the Headquarters of the Naval Strategic Force 
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Command (NSFC). A statement from the Pakistan military’s 
Inter Services Public Relations said that the NSFC “will 
perform a pivotal role in development and employment of the 
Naval Strategic Force,” and was “the custodian of the nation’s 
2nd strike capability” – presumably for use against India, in 
case the need ever arose. This is noteworthy because Pakistan 
is not known to have a sea-based second strike capability. 
Therefore, a public statement that the NSFC would be in-
charge of such a capability is an open admission of sorts that 
Pakistan is in the process of developing a naval variant of a 
strategic nuclear missile. 

For long, the Pakistan Navy has viewed the Indian Navy 
(IN) with suspicion. The IN’s sustained growth over the past 
few years has, in fact, become an excuse for the PN to push 
for its own development and expansion of assets. In an article 
written for a Pakistan daily in May 2012, Tauqir Naqvi, a 
retired Vice Admiral of the PN, suggested that the 
‘hegemonic’ elements of the Indian Navy’s maritime strategy 
have been the main drivers of the resurgence of the Pakistan 
Navy. The article, when read closely, is a dead give-away of 
Pakistan’s real ambitions with regard to nuclear weapons and 
nuclear submarines. 

Naqvi writes extensively about India’s strategic vision, 
characterising it as a “hegemonic” impulse that has led the IN 
to aim for control of the seas over an area extending from the 
Red Sea in the West to Fiji in the Pacific Ocean. While 
Pakistan, he contends, is a “peace-loving” nation, India has 
never been serious about developing friendly relations, fixated 
as it has been with the “idea of projecting power.” 
Surprisingly, he showers Indian scientists and the IN with 
some unexpected, even if ‘motivated’ praise, by mentioning 
the sterling efforts of the Indian scientific community and 
shipyard workers in operationalising a strategic maritime 
capability. The complimentary references are, in effect, a 
none-too-disguised message to Pakistan's political leadership 
and mandarins in the defence ministry about the ineluctable 
need for Pakistan to buttress its own strategic arsenal with 
naval nuclear missiles and a nuclear submarine, without 
which, the PN can forget about countering the “evil designs” 
of the Indian Navy. 

It is, however, Naqvi’s references to India’s two nuclear 
submarines—INS Chakra (SSN) and INS Arihant (SSBN)—
that dispel all doubts about the real intentions behind the 
avidly rendered piece. Naqvi opines that the threat that the two 
nuclear platforms collectively pose to the security of Pakistan, 
is near-existential. It is the completion of the Triad (land, air 
and sea based nuclear weapons), he observes, that gives India 
the confidence to respond with nuclear weapons, even if it is 
made to absorb a first nuclear strike. INS Arihant is that 
crucial second strike capability which could give India the 
vital edge during a conflict. The SSBN, he concludes, is an 
essential component of a nuclear arsenal, one that Pakistan 
must singularly pursue. 

However, in his enthusiasm to convince Pakistan’s 
defence establishment about the need for a SSBN, Naqvi 
overstates his case when he mentions the “diplomatic 
advantage” that may accrue to India on account of its nuclear 
submarine. There is hardly any modern precedent of a nuclear 
submarine (by itself) being an effective instrument of 
‘diplomatic persuasion’, as he suggests. Nor does it really help 
in negotiating with other states possessing similar capability, 

as cooperation and negotiation in the strategic realm has to do 
with ‘bottom-line’ naval capacities in securing maritime 
interests and an overlap in strategic interests. While maritime 
cooperation does lead to economic benefits, it is not on 
account of possessing a ballistic nuclear weapon submarine 
capability, which is purely for the purposes of strategic 
deterrence. 

The Arihant is a significant addition to the Indian Navy’s 
arsenal but it does not introduce a strategic imbalance in the 
India-Pakistan context, as India, by embracing a ‘No First 
Use’ doctrine, has already renounced the strategic advantage. 
The Arihant’s introduction does not alter this basic reality and 
is unlikely to tilt the strategic balance drastically. If anything, 
its gives India a measure of greater confidence in securing its 
own maritime interests, which does not necessarily translate 
into overwhelming dominance of the Indian Ocean or greater 
vulnerability of Pakistan to India’s strategic weapons. 

Given India’s territorial expanse and the spread of its 
nuclear weapon sites, even if Pakistan did get a nuclear missile 
capable submarine, it would not be able to neutralise India’s 
broader nuclear weapon capability, with or without the 
Arihant. As regards the comparison of combat capabilities of 
conventional submarines and SSNs/SSBNs, it is well 
established that the former are not ‘inferior’ operational 
combat platforms merely on account of the absence of nuclear 
propulsion or nuclear weapons. Both these capabilities 
(though vital strategically) rarely come in handy in a tactical 
scenario. Admiral Naqvi again exaggerates his case by 
suggesting that the Pakistan Navy’s conventional submarines 
would not be able to stand up to India’s SSBN. 

Interestingly, signs that the PN has been thinking 
seriously about nuclear submarines have been around for some 
time now. As early as in 2008, in an interview to a Pakistan 
daily, the then PN Chief, Admiral Noman Bashir, had said that 
Pakistan was quite capable of building a nuclear submarine 
and would do so “if required.” Pakistan, he said, is a 
recognized nuclear power and if the government made a 
decision, the nation would develop a nuclear weapon. In 
February 2012, Admiral Asif Sandhila, the present Chief of 
the PN, stated to the Pakistani media that the PN was mindful 
of India’s plans to complete the sea-based arm of its nuclear 
triad, and was “taking necessary measures to restore the 
strategic balance” in the Indian Ocean region. 

Questions, however, remain on Pakistan’s capability to 
design and develop a sea-based nuclear missile. Even China, 
which is known to be helping Pakistan in its nuclear 
capabilities, does not possess a credible submarine-launched 
missile. The odds that Pakistan will succeed in developing its 
undersea nuclear ballistic missile without assistance from 
China are highly unfavourable. Even if it did manage to get an 
SSBN, it is not certain whether the Pakistan Navy will be in a 
position to undertake the responsibility of the nation’s second-
strike capability. 

Therefore, the recent drive by PN’s senior serving and 
retired naval officers to persuade the security establishment as 
well as the man on the street of the necessity of a nuclear 
submarine capability appears ill-founded, if not disingenuous. 
Outwardly, it may serve to create a sense of insecurity—vital 
in persuading politicians about the need for a new capability—
but the manifest lack of strategic logic will eventually 
convince few. 
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Pakistan’s naval leadership will also be aware of the risks 
and financial costs of developing and operating a nuclear 
submarine—the need to constantly refine equipment and train 
personnel; of razor-sharp communications and command and 
control systems; and the requirement of mastering safety 

procedures. In the final analysis the SSBN is not an asset if it 
is not mastered well and operated optimally. Merely 
possessing one offers no strategic advantages. 

 
---- 
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22. F-35 Base-Sharing Plan Defuses Spat Between Italy’s AF, Navy 
(DEFENSE NEWS 02 JUL 12) ... Tom Kington and Vago Muradian 

As it cuts its F-35 Joint Strike Fighter order, Italy has 
confirmed a base sharing plan for its 30 Navy and Air Force 
short-takeoff, vertical-landing (STOVL) aircraft, which is set 
to save on maintenance and support. 

The fighters — 15 for the Navy and 15 for the Air Force 
— will be grouped at the Navy’s Grottaglie base in southern 
Italy, which currently hosts the Navy’s AV-8 Harrier jump 
jets. 

The decision ends a simmering debate between the Navy 
and Air Force about how many STOVL aircraft each service 
would receive, a debate that kicked off when Italy cut its order 
in February. 

“The arrangement with the Italian Ministry of Defense, 
which issued the directive on this, was that the Air Force and 
Navy would put two squadrons of 15 aircraft in a single base, 
and we accepted to share the base with the Navy at Grottaglie 
close to where the [Italian carrier] Cavour is stationed,” said 
Gen. Giuseppe Bernardis, Italian Air Force chief. 

Italy’s original planned order of 131 JSFs was cut back to 
90 in February due to budget cuts. The Air Force had planned 
to buy around 40 F-35B STOVLs to replace its AMX fighters, 
while the Navy said it needed at least 22 to keep a full 
contingent on board the Cavour. 

Instead, the services are left with 15 STOVLs apiece, 
while the Air Force will receive 60 conventional F-35As. 

“Supportability is a key issue with two squadrons of 15 
and 15 [STOVLs],” Bernardis said. “We think 30 is a number 
that is sustainable, and that is why we are going together. We 
will have common support and different advanced training.” 

Bernardis said the two squadrons would not fall under one 
command, nor would Air Force pilots get into the habit of 
flying from the decks of the Cavour. 

“That is something we are not aiming at now, but in case 
of need, we are ready to do everything,” he said. “We don’t 
want a replica of the U.K. system where the [Royal Air Force] 
and Royal Navy Harriers are under one single line of 
command. The British model creates too many controversies 
between the two forces. 

“But what is important is that we could switch JSF 
aircraft between the two services,” he said. “The aircraft will 
be owned by the two forces, but in case of necessity, the Air 
Force vision is that pilots from one force could fly the aircraft 
belonging to the other force.” 

The Air Force had previously considered basing its 
STOVLs at its Amendola base in southern Italy, but F-35As 
will go there instead. 

“Amendola was always meant to be a base for the F-35 — 
whether the B or A model makes little substantial difference,” 
Bernardis said. “Amendola will receive our first F-35A 
squadron, so we did not spend money without reason at 
Amendola.” 

The Italian Air Force’s decision to buy the STOVL 
variant has raised eyebrows in Italy, but Bernardis said he saw 
a real need for the aircraft. 

“We commissioned a Lockheed Martin study 12 years 
ago about mixed fleet capability and we think in many 
instances, the use of the F-35B could make the difference 
between having and not having a suitable runway for land 
operations,” he said. 

“We saw examples of this in the Balkans, as well as in 
Afghanistan, where we had to ask the Germans to use their 
runway where they were deployed because we couldn’t 
operate our Tornados from our main base in Herat,” he added. 

“The Marine Corps and the RAF used Harriers in 
Afghanistan, and the Marines are not just envisaging the use 
of the F-35B at sea.” 

Bernardis also said he was not put off by continual talk of 
price hikes in the program. 

“The aim of the JSF was to be an affordable platform 
from the point of view of procurement and sustainment,” he 
said. “If it is not affordable now, it is only because it has been 
the subject of never-ending discussions about increasing 
capabilities and engine options. 

“Moreover, JSF is not the only program having problems 
around the world. The difference is that JSF is a huge 
program,” he said. 

“I strongly believe it will cost much less than forecast 
now. And we have many precedents like F-16 which had the 
same problem. If you go back to some [U.S. General 
Accountability Office] reports from the time, you will find out 
that it was very similar to what is going on now,” he added. 

“When you go for major programs, you will find 
problems in the development phase when you have many 
partners around the world and when you have strong 
competition. JSF is competing everywhere with other 
programs, including in the U.S.” 

In Italy, the Air Force is tightening its belt to cope with 
slumping defense spending. Bernardis said that plans were 
underway to bring Italy’s Tornados together in one base. 

Procurement has not, however, stopped altogether. The 
Air Force is now leasing a Gulfstream III with signals 
intelligence capabilities from Lockheed Martin and could buy 
early warning Gulfstream aircraft from Israel in a swap deal 
under which Israel will buy the Italian M-346 trainer. 

“As far as early warning goes, we are in the NATO 
[airborne warning and control system] community even 
though that community is limited in what it can do in 
peacetime. We are actively looking at a small national 
capability and we are looking at options,” Bernardis said. 

“Now our procurement staff is talking to Israel,” 
Bernardis said. “There is nothing firm. The dimensions are 
much smaller than what we were discussing. It is an option we 
are looking at.” 
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23. Russian Warship To Visit Belgian Port 
(MOSCOW INTERFAX-AVN 03 JUL 12) 

KALININGRAD -- The large amphibious ship, the 
Alexander Shabalin, of the Russian Baltic Fleet will pay a visit 
to the Port of Zeebrugge, Belgium, Baltic Fleet spokesman, 
Captain Second Rank Vladimir Matveyev told Interfax-AVN. 

"The visit is timed to coincide with Navy Day to be 
marked in Belgium and aims to broaden friendly relations 
between the Russian and Belgian navies. The ship is carrying 
the Baltic Fleet's military band and Marines," Matveyev said. 

The program of the visit includes the crew's protocol 
meetings with Belgian naval commanders. The ship will stay 
at Zeebrugge from July 6 to 9. 

The Russian crew will also go on a sightseeing tour, visit 
local museums and receive guests aboard the ship. 

"On its way to Zeebrugge the crew will do emergency 
training exercises, practice survivability techniques and 
conduct an air defense drill," the spokesman said. 
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PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
24. Wounded Sailor Gets Presidential Invite 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 02 JUL 12) 

DES MOINES, Iowa — A wounded Iowa Sailor received 
a surprise hospital visit from President Obama and an 
invitation to the White House. 

The Des Moines Register reports that Taylor Morris, 23, 
of Cedar Falls and his girlfriend plan to attend dinner at the 
White House and watch fireworks Wednesday. 

Morris was hurt May 3 in Afghanistan while working as a 
bomb disposal technician. Morris lost his left arm at the 

elbow, his right arm at the wrist, his left leg at mid-thigh and 
his right leg at the knee. 

Obama visited Morris on Thursday at Walter Reed 
National Military Medical Center in Washington, D.C. He 
spent about five minutes in Morris’ room. 

The White House says the president met with 52 wounded 
troops and awarded one Purple Heart. 

Return to Index 
 

25. Navy Releases Reserve Petty Officer Names 
(NAVY TIMES 02 JUL 12) ... Mark D. Faram 

The good news is the spring reserve petty officer exam 
results are finally here. The bad news is the chance to advance 
is down across the board. 

The drop, officials say, is due to higher-than-average 
retention and reduced attrition in the ranks. In addition, the 
reserve is looking at an approximate 20 percent cut in billets 
between fiscal year’s 2012 and 2015. 

When officials make advancements they are based with 
projected end strength in mind, as far as two years out. 

Most of the pending force cuts will happen at the E-5 
level, normally the most common rank for sailors leaving 
active duty and joining the reserve. 

This fact made E-5 the hardest hit with 551 quotas, down 
from 1,017 last fall. That loss in quotas drove the chance to 
advance to 12 percent, down from 24 percent last cycle. 

E-4 was the next hardest hit with 797 quotas and a 50 
percent chance to advance, down from 979 quotas and a 64 
percent opportunity last cycle. 

Least affected was E-6, where quotas dropped to 638, 
down from 693 last cycle. That decrease moved the chance to 
advance down slightly to 11 percent from last cycle’s 12 
percent. 
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26. Transition Benefits: ERB Outplacement Services Bring Sailor Home With Hope And A Future 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 02 JUL 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Monique K. Hilley, Commander, Navy Installations 
Command Public Affairs 

WASHINGTON -- When Aviation Electronics 
Technician 2nd Class Michael Farrell got the news in 
November 2011 that he had not been selected for retention by 
the Navy's Enlisted Retention Board, he was unsure of what 
would come next in his life. 

The one thing he did know was that he wanted to return to 
his home state of Minnesota if at all possible. 

Farrell, assigned to Carrier Airborne Early Warning 
Squadron (VAW) 120 "Greyhawks,” immediately began 
preparing for his transition out of the Navy. While taking 
advantage of the usual services of the Navy Transition 
Assistance Management Program, offered at Commander, 
Navy Installations Command's Fleet and Family Readiness 

Centers (FFSCs) worldwide, he knew that it might not be 
enough to prepare him for his unexpected transition out of the 
Navy after more than nine years of service. 

While receiving the initial news from his commanding 
officer, he was given a handbook about all of the benefits 
available to him and was told the about many options, 
including extra outplacement services through Challenger, 
Grey and Christmas (CGC). As the job search continued with 
little luck, Farrell found himself speaking to a CGC coach to 
develop a job search strategy targeting Minnesota and crafting 
a resume that was aimed directly at his goal. 

"Thanks to that killer resume, I got a job in Minnesota 
with a company called Orbotech," said Farrell. "It pays well 
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and the job looks to be less demanding than my Navy one. The 
benefits are great and the working environment and climate 
are different from what I've been accustomed to lately." 

Farrell is extremely grateful that he took the extra steps to 
ensure a good future for himself and his family. While at a 
loss for what to do next, things did not look bright for Farrell. 
After talking to the coach at CGC and developing a plan, he 
began to gain confidence and see hope for his future. 

"I know it is the coaches' job, but they seemed to put 100 
percent of themselves into what they do and it showed," said 
Farrell. "Things worked out right for me and it was because of 
their hard work and dedication." 

With a job secured in his home state and his extended 
family nearby, his outlook has changed about being selected 
by the ERB for release from the Navy. Farrell is proud of his 
naval service and the years he spent as an aviation electronics 
technician, but he is also looking forward to the next step in 
his life and finally feeling "home" again. 

The Navy's contract with CGC is extensive and tasks 
them to reach out to all Sailors affected by ERB. Sailors are 
encouraged to contact CGC by calling 1-800-971-4288 or by 
e-mail at cgcusnavy@challengergray.com if they desire 
services and have not heard from CGC. Sailors can also 
contact the Help Center at Commander, Navy Personnel 
Command by calling 866-827-5672 for more information. 
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27. Tricare Prime Enrollment Fees To Increase 
(NAVY TIMES 02 JUL 12) ... Patricia Kime 

Enrollment fees for military retirees will increase Oct. 1 
but within limits set by Congress last year. 

Tricare Prime enrollment fees will increase for some 
retired military personnel and their families by 3.6 percent and 
for most by 17 percent starting Oct. 1. 

Tricare Management Activity announced July 2 its new 
annual fee structure for military retirees enrolled in Prime. For 
those who enrolled before Oct. 1, 2011, annual fees will 
increase for individuals from $230 to $269.28, and from $460 
to $538.56 for families. 

Those who enrolled after Oct. 2, 2011, and all new 
beneficiaries will pay $269.28 a year for individuals, up from 
$260, and $538.56 for families, up from $520. 

The increases fall in line with legislation passed in 2011 
restricting the amount the Pentagon can increase annual fees to 
the military cost-of-living adjustment. The Tricare fee 
increases are equal to the cost-of-living adjustment in military 
retired pay made Dec. 1, 2011. 

The Pentagon had pressed for more significant increases 
in their proposed fiscal 2013 budget but the higher rate 
structure, along with new enrollment fees for Tricare 
Standard, Extra and Tricare For Life, were stripped from 
legislation by the House and Senate Armed Services 
Committees. 

On Friday, President Obama threatened to veto the House 
defense appropriations bill because, among other items, the 
bill did not include proposed increases in Tricare. 

The administration said the bill violated the spending caps 
set by the Budget Control Act because it increases the 
administration’s defense spending request. 

Survivors of active duty deceased sponsors or medically-
retired uniformed service members and their dependents are 
exempt from enrollment fee increases. 

They continue to pay the rate they paid when the survivor 
or medically-retired member enrolled. 
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28. Agency Confronts Hurdles In Helping Veterans Match Military Skills To Civilian Jobs 
(NEW YORK TIMES 03 JUL 12) ... James Dao 

DETROIT — Malcolm Byrd got out of the Marine Corps 
in 2003 and found work, first in a General Motors factory and 
then with a nonprofit group. But four months ago, he lost his 
job because of government budget cuts and has been job 
hunting since. 

Telling potential employers that he was a Marine supply 
clerk who managed millions of dollars in Kevlar helmets and 
folding cots does not seem to have helped him find the 
management job he is seeking. 

“I could run a warehouse, but they don’t put that on your 
DD-214,” said Mr. Byrd, 38, referring to the official document 
troops receive upon leaving service. “You do get skills in the 
military, but people don’t seem to understand that.” 

As government and veterans groups work to bring down 
the high unemployment rate for recent veterans, they are 
finding a major problem in translating the work of war to 
peacetime jobs. 

In a widely cited recent study of veteran hiring, 
researchers from the Center for a New American Security, a 
research organization based in Washington, found that the No. 
1 obstacle to hiring veterans was matching military skills with 
civilian work. 

“Civilian employers do not always realize that military-
specific jobs — such as machine gunner, tank driver or 
helicopter crew chief — have some components that are 
directly comparable to civilian environments,” said the report, 
which was based on interviews with officials from 69 
companies. 

With that in mind, the Department of Veterans Affairs 
brought scores of job counselors to Detroit last week for its 
largest hiring fair of the year, where more than 8,000 veterans 
turned up looking for work. The department plans to hold at 
least nine more such fairs this year. 

Among their tasks was building résumés for grenadiers, 
infantry squad leaders and logistics officers that might make 
sense to private companies and government agencies. 
Veterans could also get interview coaching and be directed to 
relevant jobs offered by 240 employers who sent recruiters to 
the fair. 

By the end of the three-day event, which overlapped with 
an annual conference on veteran-owned small businesses, 
more than 1,300 jobs were offered to veterans, the department 
said. 
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In an interview, the secretary of veterans affairs, Eric 
Shinseki, said most veterans left service with marketable 
skills. “But unless we can translate that into understandable 
business language, it’s hard for the employer to get a full 
appreciation for the skills and knowledge the veteran will 
bring,” he said. 

Those skills can indeed be hard to see. A machine gunner, 
for instance, may seem adept only at dismantling, cleaning and 
firing a weapon. But military life is also likely to have taught 
him to be adaptable, disciplined, hard working and a team 
player. Many veterans will have also managed other service 
members, responsible for not just planning their days, but also 
safeguarding their lives. 

Mr. Shinseki said the department picked Detroit for its 
event, where it also assisted veterans in signing up for V.A. 
benefits and health care, because there were an estimated 
94,000 unemployed veterans within a 600-mile radius of the 
city. 

The unemployment rate for veterans of the Iraq and 
Afghanistan wars has remained above the civilian rate for 
several years, standing at 12.7 percent in May, compared with 
7.7 percent among nonveterans. 

The problem is particularly great among younger veterans 
ages 18 to 24, whose unemployment rate was 23.5 percent in 
May, 10 percentage points higher than their nonveteran peers. 

One reason for the particularly high rate is that many 
younger veterans do not have college degrees at a time when 
the already tight job market is demanding them more than 
ever. Some employers have also expressed concerns that 
veterans will be hampered by psychological problems like 
post-traumatic stress disorder, though experts say such 
concerns are unwarranted. 

On the flip side, the Center for a New American Security 
study found that most companies reported wanting to hire 

veterans because they are often strong leaders and work well 
within a structured work setting, among other reasons. 

But Margaret C. Harrell, a senior fellow at the center and 
a co-author of the report, said veterans often struggled to 
explain their skills to employers. They are also often hurt by 
licensing requirements imposed by states on certain 
professions. 

Medics and hospital corpsmen, for instance, may have to 
receive additional training to become nurses or emergency 
medical technicians, even if they already have extensive 
experience handling battlefield injuries. “People are less 
concerned when we talk about giving commercial truck 
driving jobs to military truck drivers,” Ms. Harrell said. “But 
it’s a bit harder to know how military medical training 
translates into the civilian world.” 

Glenn McCartan, a former Marine Corps company 
commander who left active-duty service in 2009, said another 
frustration felt by many of his peers was being placed in jobs 
with less responsibility than they were used to. 

That may be because they were given latitude in the 
military, said Mr. McCartan, who worked at a government 
agency before going to graduate school. But it also may be a 
result of nonmilitary bosses not understanding military work 
and thus being wary of giving veterans leadership positions. 
“A lot of veterans are hungry,” said Mr. McCartan, a major in 
the Marine Corps Reserve. “They want to be productive, but 
they are held back.” 

Mr. Byrd said he has tried pitching his experience with 
military logistics to companies like Kmart and Lowe’s, to no 
avail. 

“I’m not hoping for the job of my dreams,” he said. “I just 
want to be gainfully employed.” 
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29. Group To DoD: Revisit Purple Heart For PTSD 
(NAVY TIMES 29 JUN 12) ... Patricia Kime 

The National Alliance on Mental Illness, a mental health 
advocacy group, is calling on the Defense Department to 
award Purple Hearts for post-traumatic stress disorder. 

In a report published Thursday, the group urged DoD to 
recognize those who suffer PTSD or other mental health 
injuries resulting from combat exposure by awarding the 
Purple Heart “with the same level of appreciation and 
recognition as those awarded to warriors with visible 
wounds.” 

Arguing that PTSD and other mental health issues such as 
depression can be war-related injuries, the group said the 
department has an obligation to honor personnel. 

“NAMI is drawing a line in the sand with the Department 
of Defense,” said Executive Director Michael Fitzpatrick. 
“Troops with invisible wounds are heroes. It’s time to honor 
them. It will also strike a tremendous blow against the stigma 
that often discourages individuals from seeking help when 
they need it.” 

The Pentagon in 2009 decided not to award the Purple 
Heart to troops with PTSD because the disorder can be 
difficult to diagnose, and symptoms can arise later in life not 
linked necessarily to any one action or an enemy. 

The Purple Heart is given specifically to those who 
receive injuries resulting from enemy engagement requiring 
treatment by a medical officer. 

In cases of concussion and mild traumatic brain injury 
where a service member may not have immediately 
recognized his or her injury and was not treated by medical 
personnel, a Purple Heart may be awarded if a medical officer 
later certifies the injury would have required treatment if a 
physician were available. 

An ongoing debate in the medical and psychology 
communities focuses on whether combat-related PTSD could 
be the result of an undetected physical injury, like microscopic 
brain changes resulting from exposure to a blast wave; other 
outside influences or the physiological or hormonal overload 
of stress; or a psychological reaction to trauma exposure. 

The Pentagon concluded that more research was needed 
in the field of brain science before deciding to award the 
Purple Heart for PTSD. 

In the report “Parity for Patriots,” the alliance also said 
DoD should “forcibly end discrimination associated with 
invisible wounds of war” by requiring military leaders to focus 
on reducing stigma associated with mental health treatment 
and hold them accountable for suicides in their commands. 
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“Suicides are preventable just as are the heat and cold 
injuries of service members for which leaders are routinely 
relieved of command,” the report states. 

The Veterans Affairs Department and the general public 
also must do their part in supporting veterans with behavioral 
health concerns, the organization argues. 

The group called on the Veterans Health Administration 
to expand its treatment options by using already existing 
community health networks and private practitioners, and it 
urged the public to “reach out, listen and care.” 

“Give veterans rides, watch their children or grant them 
extra time off work in order to make it possible for them to get 
treatment,” Fitzpatrick suggested. 
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30. Review: Changes Needed In Guard, Reserve Pay 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 02 JUL 12) ... Lolita C. Baldor 

WASHINGTON — America's citizen soldiers, who train 
in their hometowns for a weekend a month and two weeks a 
year, receive more money for one day of training at home than 
their fellow National Guard and Reserve members earn for a 
day serving in the war zone. 

Pentagon officials defended the pay discrepancy as 
incentive for National Guard and reservists who give up their 
weekends and must be ready on a moment's notice to serve. 
But it's one of many problems in the complex Guard and 
Reserve compensation system detailed in a new Pentagon 
review that recommends changes to make the salaries and 
benefits more equitable across the board. 

The study noted that Guard members and reservists get 
two day's pay for each day of weekend training — totaling 
four day's pay for the weekend every month. In contrast, when 
they are called up to active duty and are deployed overseas to 
Afghanistan, they get a day's pay for a day's work. As an 
example, an officer in the reserves or the Guard could get 
$407 for a day of weekend duty, but get $269 for a day on 
active duty, or $318 for a day deployed to Afghanistan. 
Enlisted members could get $171 for a day of weekend duty, 
$134 for a day on active duty and $161 for a day deployed to 
war. 

The Defense Department will consider the preliminary 
recommendations made in the review. 

Solving the issue, however, is tricky because defense 
officials realize that one remedy would be cutting the pay that 
Guard and Reserve receive for weekend training at home. 

"That's a sensitive issue, because you're affecting what 
people receive," said Thomas Bush, who directed the recent 
review of military compensation, which included the pay 
problem. 

Bush noted that when troops — including Guard and 
Reserve members — go to war on active duty they get 
additional hostile fire pay and their salaries are tax free. But 
even considering those additional benefits, he said, "a day on 
weekend training is more money." 

"It doesn't make sense," he said. "It would make more 
sense, I think, to have a more uniform pay schedule, like the 
active duty has." 

Pete Duffy, the acting legislative director for the National 
Guard Association of the U.S., said changing or reducing pay 
for weekend warriors would face heavy opposition around the 
country. 

"It's an incentive for National Guard and Reserve 
members to serve," he said, adding that when members have 

weekend duty, most also have regular jobs, so they end up 
working 12 days without a day off. 

Support and benefits for the Guard and Reserve have 
grown in recent years, after a backlash — particularly from 
Congress members and state leaders — during the early years 
of the Iraq war. Officials were furious that some Guard units 
were being sent to combat with equipment that was often 
hand-me-downs from active duty brigades. 

There also was a push made to beef up enticements for 
people to join the Guard, as the U.S. military struggled to meet 
the demands of both wars. The Pentagon increasingly had to 
tap National Guard brigades to meet the escalating demand for 
troops in Iraq and Afghanistan, even as combat deployments 
were extended to 15 months and enlistment standards were 
lowered to meet recruiting goals. 

Reservists also were activated for the war, sent overseas 
to fill specific expertise gaps or called to fill in at bases in the 
United States. 

The review also recommended allowing Guard members 
and reservists to begin collecting their military retirement on 
the 30th anniversary of their service, as long as they have 
worked the equivalent of 20 years of service. Currently 
reservists who serve 20 years can't begin collecting their 
retirement pay until age 60. 

The Guard and Reserve pay and benefits system has 
evolved over the decades into what the Pentagon review called 
convoluted, confusing, and frustrating. It confounds the 
service members as well as their commanders who have to 
request troops for missions and determine their duty status. 
That status governs their pay and benefits, but can often 
change monthly. 

According to the review, Guard and Reserve members 
can be called up under as many as 30 different duty statuses, 
making the system difficult to administer and nearly 
impossible for troops to navigate and understand. The review 
recommends paring that down to just six different 
classifications. 

Very broadly, reservists can be called to active duty for 
federal missions such as the Iraq and Afghanistan wars; or 
they can train and perform missions under the authority of 
their state, such as for forest fires or hurricanes. 

There are seven reserve components in the U.S. military: 
The Army Guard and Reserve, the Air Guard and Reserve, the 
Navy Reserve, the Marine Corps Reserve and the Coast Guard 
Reserve. They total more than 1.1 million members, with an 
operating budget of nearly $50 billion. 
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31. Navy Diver From Butte To Be In Workout Infomercial 
(HELENA (MT) INDEPENDENT RECORD 02 JUL 12) ... John Grant Emeigh 

BUTTE — In 60 days, he lost nearly 40 pounds and got 
abs as tight as Ebenezer Scrooge’s pocketbook. 

Butte High graduate Quentin Case claims it isn’t crazy — 
it’s Insanity. 

Case, 25, will demonstrate how he lost the weight and 
tightened up his physique in an infomercial due out in August 
for the Insanity workout. The former Butte resident was 
selected out of a dozen people across the country to appear in 
the commercial for this new workout craze. 

Earlier this month, Case spent three days in New York 
City shooting the infomercial with the workout program’s 
intense and charismatic trainer Shaun T. Case said the video 
shoot involved him being interviewed and participating in the 
workout session. 

“He’s pretty intense; he’s just like he is on the videos. He 
gets in your face and yells at you,” Case said. 

This kind of motivation was easy for Case to handle, 
because he’s been in the Navy since he graduated from high 
school in 2005. As a navy diver, Case is accustomed to intense 
training. 

Case, who is stationed in San Diego, first got into the 
Insanity workout while helping in the tsunami relief effort in 

Japan last summer. During spare time on his ship, he and his 
friends videotaped themselves working out. They submitted 
the tape to Beachbody, which is the company that owns 
Insanity. 

Through that video, Case was selected to appear in the 
infomercial. Before filming began, Case spent 60 days doing 
Insanity and followed its special diet. He lost 37 pounds, and 5 
inches off his waist. 

While being interviewed for the infomercial, Case said his 
father, Todd Case, who owns Copier Doctors in Butte, 
inspired him to lose weight for this workout. 

“I talked about how my dad motivated me because he lost 
100 pounds,” he said. 

The workout involves doing three minutes of high-
intensity training and then taking a 30-second break, before 
doing another three minutes of exercise. 

“You get a workout in 30 minutes instead of two hours 
and get the same results,” Case said. 

Case said he plans to return to Butte in August to visit 
family and friends. 
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FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
32. Wasp To Get Combat System Upgrade, Return To Deployment Schedule 
(DEFENSE NEWS 02 JUL 12) ... Christopher P. Cavas 

The amphibious assault ship Wasp’s combat system is 
obsolete, says the U.S. Navy, and has been that way for years, 
leading to the ship’s withdrawal in 2009 from the regular 
deployment schedule. 

The ship that hasn’t made a major overseas deployment 
since 2004 is scheduled to receive a major upgrade intended to 
put it back in the mix by 2014. 

The acknowledgement of a deficiency with the ship is at 
odds with previous official statements. Navy officials in June 
said Wasp had not conducted a major deployment over the 
past eight years because the ship had been designated a test 
platform for the F-35B Joint Strike Fighter. 

At issue is the Advanced Combat Direction System 
(ACDS), an automated command-and-control system that in 
the mid-1980s was envisioned as a centralized means for 
aircraft carriers and “big deck” assault ships to collect and sort 
combat information. In 1996, the Wasp was one of the first 
ships to get the Block 1 upgrade. 

But by 1998, the ACDS Block 1 version of the system — 
installed on the Wasp and other ships — failed its operational 
evaluation and, according to U.S. Fleet Forces Command in 
Norfolk, Va., further acquisition efforts were frozen. Soon it 
became obsolete due to interoperability limitations and no 
training and system support. 

Further funding for ACDS Block 1 was withdrawn in 
2003. Block 0 remained in use aboard the aircraft carrier 
Enterprise and other assault ships, but most ships with the 
Block 1 system were upgraded to the Ship Self Defense 
Support System (SSDS). The Wasp, however, retained its 
ACDS Block 1. 

With its combat system considered unreliable, the 41,000-
ton ship made its last major operational deployment with 
embarked Marines in 2004. The ship’s ACDS failed its 
platform certification decision in 2009, and with no plan to 
address the combat system issues, Fleet Forces Command 
said, the commander of Norfolk-based 2nd Fleet removed 
Wasp from the deployment rotation. 

With the pending need in 2009 for a dedicated test ship 
for the F-35B short-takeoff, vertical-landing aircraft, the non-
deploying Wasp was a logical choice. 

“The fleet and type commanders coordinated a way 
forward for Wasp that addressed limitations of her combat 
systems suite while keeping her following an operational 
employment strategy leveraging her current capabilities,” said 
Capt. Chris Sims, a spokesman for Fleet Forces Command. 

“By delaying necessary upgrades to USS Wasp’s combat 
systems,” Sims wrote in a June 29 email, “the Navy was able 
to meet Marine Corps requirements for a dedicated, at-sea test 
platform for the JSF while continuing to meet combatant 
commander requirements under the amphibious ready 
group/Marine expeditionary unit deployment rotation.” 

After some modifications, Wasp conducted two weeks of 
flight tests with the F-35B last October, but no further flight 
tests are scheduled until 2013. An overhaul to begin receiving 
more extensive shipboard modifications to fully support the 
aircraft is scheduled to begin this fall, with more flight tests 
next summer. 

But later in 2013, the ship will be upgraded with the Ship 
Self Defense System (SSDS) Block II, a significant 
improvement over ACDS that will effectively coordinate the 
ship’s self-defense. SSDS is installed on all aircraft carriers 
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and amphibs, and ties together a ship’s Rolling Airframe 
Missiles, Evolved Sea Sparrow Missiles and Cooperative 
Engagement Capability system. 

Sims wasn’t able to provide a cost estimate for the 
alterations, but one source said it would cost $170 million just 
to upgrade Wasp’s combat system. 

In 2014, with the SSDS installation complete, the Wasp 
will return to the regular amphibious ready group rotation 
schedule, Sims said. 
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33. Is Osprey Safe? Depends On Which Stats Are Used 
(STARS AND STRIPES 02 JUL 12) ... Matthew M. Burke and Travis J. Tritten 

SASEBO NAVAL BASE, Japan — The Defense 
Department says the MV-22B Osprey is safe. Residents of 
Okinawa, where 24 of the tilt-rotor aircraft are to be deployed 
soon, strongly disagree, with the prefectural governor 
threatening a movement to close all U.S. military bases on the 
Japanese island if their concerns are not addressed. 

Who is right or wrong might not be so black and white. It 
all depends on which statistics you use for the helicopter-plane 
hybrid that has been combat tested in Iraq and Afghanistan. 
The key is whether two recent high-profile crashes are 
included in its safety record. 

The Japanese government released a Marine Corps 
environmental review of the Osprey’s proposed deployment 
on June 14, a day after the U.S. Air Force reported that one of 
its Ospreys flipped over on a Florida base, injuring the crew. 
Safety statistics in the report said the aircraft are safer than the 
aging CH-46E Sea Knights, which the Ospreys are replacing. 

That was true until a deadly Osprey crash in Morocco in 
April claimed the lives of two Marines and inflamed Japanese 
concerns over the aircraft’s safety. Factor in those crashes, and 
statistics indicate the Osprey is significantly less safe than the 
Sea Knight. Those updated statistics were provided to 
Japanese officials in addendum to the environmental review, 
Japanese government and Marine Corps officials said. 

But the Marine Corps says those figures are misleading. 
“The numbers don’t tell the story of the bird,” Marine 

Corps spokesman Capt. Richard Ulsh said. “It’s a safe 
aircraft.” 

The safety figures are based on the number of Class A 
mishaps per 100,000 flight hours. Class A mishaps involve 
repair costs for the aircraft or government property exceeding 
$2 million or the death or permanent disability of a 
servicemember. 

In the review given to the Japanese government, the 
Osprey was listed as having a better safety record than the 
1980s-era Sea Knights — 1.12 Class A mishaps per 100,000 
flight hours, compared with 1.14 for the Sea Knight. 
Responding to a Stars and Stripes query, Marine Corps 
headquarters released a new set of statistics that included the 
recent crashes and indicated the Osprey is significantly less 
safe — 1.93 Class A mishaps per 100,000 flight hours to 1.11 
for the Sea Knights, best known locally for their daily flights 
over Okinawa and a crash into a local university in 2004. The 
Marine Corps Sea Stallion, Harrier 2 and Super Stallion all 
have worse safety records at 4.51, 6.76 and 2.35, respectively. 
The Osprey is below the Marine Corps average of 2.45. Those 
numbers would seem to confirm Okinawans’ fears about the 
aircraft. 

To be fair, Ulsh counters that the Osprey has proved itself 
in continuous combat missions over the past five years, and 
that the numbers are overly skewed by crash in Morocco. The 

numbers spike when an aircraft with low flight hours has a 
Class A mishap, Ulsh said. In the last 10 years, the Sea Knight 
has more than 480,000 flight hours compared with 115,000 for 
the Osprey since 2007. So a crash or two wouldn’t have the 
same impact on the Sea Knight’s record as they do for the 
Osprey. 

“In five years of operational flight, the MV-22 has only 
had two Class A mishaps; the most recent one taking place in 
Morocco in April of this year,” Ulsh said. “Given the fact that 
the past five years include continuous combat missions in Iraq 
and Afghanistan, this relatively low number of mishaps is 
considered a testament to the aircraft’s safety and 
survivability.” 

However, Ulsh agreed that the aircraft’s record would be 
worse still if it included Class B and C mishaps, which are less 
serious in property damage and injury, like the crash in 
Florida. 

Spooked by the recent crashes, Okinawans strongly object 
to the planned deployment. The prefectural government and 
cities have passed resolutions opposing it and calling the MV-
22 dangerously defective. About 5,000 Okinawans showed up 
at a June 17 Osprey protest in Ginowan city. 

“While it has long been said that Ospreys are defective 
aircraft, recent crashes like the one in Morocco and in Florida 
once again proved it,” said Seishin Hanasaki, 73, who 
attended the rally with his wife and neighbors. 

“It’s very scary to think that such accident-prone airplane 
will fly over our skies,” said his wife, Hatsuyo Hanasaki, 70. 

Atsushi Sakima, mayor of Ginowan and an organizer of 
the event, agreed. 

“To protect the lives and property of citizens, I call for 
immediate cancellation of the deployment of Osprey to 
Okinawa,” he told the rally. 

More protests followed on Sunday, when Japanese 
Minister of Defense Satoshi Morimoto visited Okinawa Gov. 
Hirokazu Nakaima to explain the host nation notification the 
U.S. government issued last week on the deployment. 

“We are yet to be convinced of the safety of the aircraft,” 
Nakaima said during the half-hour meeting. He also 
discounted the initial explanation the Marine Corps provided 
on the Morocco crash, which he said was attributed to pilot 
error after the aircraft was hit by a tailwind. 

“Is the aircraft that hard to operate to maneuver a 
tailwind, which is a natural phenomenon?” Nakaima asked. 

The U.S. Department of Defense has not issued its final 
report, but said Friday that the crash was not due to 
mechanical failure. 

Morimoto stopped short of discussing the government’s 
stance on the aircraft. 

“What is clear is that the United States is continuing flight 
operations of the aircraft despite the accidents,” he said, 
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adding Japan would reserve opinions until final reports on the 
crashes are released. “We are not in a situation at this moment 
to make any decision.” 

Morimoto was on a two-day tour to Okinawa, host 
community of Marine Corps Air Station Futenma, where the 
Osprey is to be deployed, and Yamaguchi, host community of 
Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, where the aircraft will 
originally land in late July for test flights. 

Yamaguchi Gov. Sekinari Nii has expressed opposition to 
the deployment plans, as has Mayor Yoshihiko Fukuda of 
Iwakuni, where the Ospreys would fly two or three times a 
month to refuel. 

There are also concerns in Sasebo, home to Sasebo Naval 
Base and ships of the U.S. Navy’s 7th Fleet. The amphibious 
assault ship USS Bonhomme Richard deployed there recently 
with upgrades to carry the Osprey. 

Officials in Iwakuni said the Japanese government will 
not be able to proceed without public support. 

The U.S. government announced last week that in 
recognition of Japanese safety concerns, the Ospreys will be 
grounded until the final crash investigations are provided to 
Japan. The Japanese Ministry of Defense has said it will set up 
a team to independently evaluate the Ospreys’ safety. 

“If the deployment takes place by brushing aside 
concerned voices of the people of Okinawa, it will inevitably 
lead to a prefectural-wide movement to demand immediate 
closure of all the military bases on the island,” Nakaima said. 

Ulsh said the Sea Knights are old and must be replaced. 
The Department of Defense has touted the Ospreys’ 
versatility, which includes the humanitarian arena. But the 
Japanese must live with the aircraft. And it isn’t just an 
Okinawan issue. Their increased range allows for more flights 
over mainland Japan, Ulsh said. He is confident the Osprey 
will serve safely, but he says there are no alternatives to the 
planned deployment. 

“There isn’t another answer,” he said. “It’s important for 
us to have the Okinawan people think this is a safe aircraft.” 

Return to Index 
 

34. CBO: Senate Defense Bill Costs $634 Billion 
(THE HILL 02 JUL 12) ... Erik Wasson and Carlo Munoz 

The nonpartisan Congressional Budget Office said 
Monday that the Senate’s 2013 Defense Authorization bill 
would cost $634 billion. 

The bill was reported out of Senate Armed Services 
committee last month. 

The total includes $543 billion in discretionary funds for 
the Department of Defense and nuclear weapons programs in 
the Department of Energy and $89 billion in war funding, 
almost all of it in Afghanistan. 

CBO says the authorization bill would increase costs in 
the next three years by $42 billion, assuming appropriators go 
along with the Armed Services plans. 

Senate authorizers clipped millions from the Pentagon's 
initial budget request across the board, resulting in a $3 billion 
overall cut compared to the department's request sent to 
Capitol Hill in February, according to CBO estimates. 

Specifically, defense authorizers opted to trim $5 billion 
from DOD's personnel coffers and an additional $6 billion 
from the department's procurement accounts, the CBO report 
states. 

Over 10 years, direct spending such as on the military 
healthcare system is reduced by just $75 million, CBO says. 

Lawmakers also took $3 billion from military 
construction funds and finally axed $2 billion from DOD's 
research and procurement accounts. 

Those cuts, however, were offset by a $14 billion funding 
increase to pay for operations and maintenance of the 
Pentagon's current arsenal. 

Despite the overall reduction to DOD procurement 
accounts, Navy and Army officials earned some big wins on a 
number of key weapons programs in the Senate bill 

Defense authorizers approved the Navy's plan to 
implement multiyear buys for the Virginia-class submarine, 
Arleigh Burke-class of destroyers and the controversial V-22 
Osprey. 

Army acquisition officials were also given the green light 
to begin buying new CH-47 Chinook helicopters under a new 
multiyear deal. 

The multi-year deals guarantee a contractor steady work 
and can help the services spread costs and generate savings 
within programs across the Pentagon's five-year spending 
plan. 

That said, Senate defense committee members also 
decided to cut the military's total force by just over 20,000 
troops, leaving a 1.4 million man active-duty force across all 
the services. 

As expected, the Army took the biggest hit, losing 9,900 
soldiers under the Senate bill. Next comes the Marine Corps, 
who stand to lose 4,800 Marines beginning in fiscal 2013. 

The Navy and Air Force will lose a combined 6,200 
Sailors and airmen, with the air service taking the larger of the 
two personnel hits. 

Select Reserve units were cut by just under 3,000 
according to the Senate version of the Pentagon's spending 
bill. 

That smaller force will save the Pentagon $12.6 billion 
over over the next five years beginning in FY '13, according to 
the CBO. 
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35. Navy To Resume Sinking Old Ships In U.S. Waters 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 02 JUL 12) ... Jason Dearen 

PEARL HARBOR, Hawaii — The U.S. Navy is resuming 
its practice of using old warships for target practice and 
sinking them in U.S. coastal waters after a nearly two-year 
moratorium spurred by environmental and cost concerns. 

Later this month, three inactive vessels — Kilauea, 
Niagara Falls and Concord — will be sent to a watery grave 
off Hawaii by torpedoes, bombs and other ordnance during the 
Rim of the Pacific naval exercises, or RIMPAC. 
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The military quietly lifted the moratorium on SINKEX, 
short for sinking exercise, last year after a review of the 
requirements, costs, benefits and environmental impacts of the 
program, the Navy said in a statement to The Associated 
Press. 

It will be the first time since 2010 the Navy has used 
target practice to dispose of an old ship. Previous targets have 
ranged from small vessels to aircraft carriers such as the USS 
America, which was more than three football fields long. 

Conservation groups argue that the ghost ships should 
instead be recycled at a ship-breaking facility. Concerns about 
the long-lasting effects of toxic pollutants onboard the ships 
spurred a lawsuit by those groups to force the Environmental 
Protection Agency to better catalog and regulate SINKEX. 
The case, filed in U.S. District Court in San Francisco, is 
ongoing. 

The groups said they did not plan to seek an injunction to 
stop the Navy from restarting the exercises. 

"We are appealing to the Navy to continue their 
moratorium at least until our case is heard," said Colby Self of 
the environmental group Basel Action Network, which joined 
the Sierra Club in suing the EPA. "After the vessels hit the 
sea-bottom, it will be a little too late to redress damages to our 
precious marine resources." 

The Navy says SINKEX offers valuable live-fire training 
for times of war and provides clean vessels for at-sea, live-fire 
exercises. The ships can be targeted from the air, ocean's 
surface or underwater, with the results aiding the acquisition, 
planning and design of future vessel classes and systems, the 
Navy said. 

For decades, the Navy destroyed the vessels with little or 
no oversight. Then in 1999, the EPA ordered the Navy to 
better document toxic waste left on the doomed ships while 
removing as much of the material as possible. In return, the 

EPA exempted the military from federal pollution laws that 
prohibit any such dumping in the ocean. 

The Navy is still in charge of estimating the amount of 
pollutants onboard after the ships are prepared for sinking. In 
addition, the Navy must file an annual report with EPA 
estimating the amount of PCBs, or polychlorinated biphenyls, 
carried by the vessels. 

High levels of the chemical are believed to increase the 
risk of certain cancers in humans. It was banned by the U.S. in 
1979 in part because it is long-lasting and accumulates 
throughout the food chain. 

Vice Admiral Gerald Beaman, commander of the 
combined task force running the exercises, said Monday that 
each ship will be stripped of PCBs and other contaminants 
such as asbestos, as required by the Navy's agreement with 
EPA. 

"There are severe restrictions that are placed on any hulk 
of that nature," Beaman said during a news conference at Pearl 
Harbor, flanked by commanders from participating countries. 

The Navy must also conduct the exercises at least 50 
nautical miles from shore and in water at least 6,000 feet deep. 

Beaman said decisions about sinking the ships versus 
recycling them are made outside the scope of the exercises. 

A previous AP review of records from the past 12 years 
found the Navy got rid of most of its old ships over that time 
through target practice. Records show the Navy sunk 109 
peeling, rusty U.S. warships off the coasts of California, 
Hawaii, Florida and other states during that period. 

Navy documents show some of the ships it sunk 
contained an estimated 500 pounds of PCBs. 

During the same time, 64 ships were recycled at one of 
six approved domestic ship-breaking facilities. 

RIMPAC, which lasts for five weeks, features training 
exercises for thousands of military personnel from 22 nations. 
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BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
36. Tall Ships Provide A Taste Of War Of 1812 
Tall ships reenact cannon battles 
(BOSTON GLOBE 03 JUL 12) ... Billy Baker 

It was not a battle. At least not officially. 
The reason the tall ships Lynx and Pride of Baltimore II 

were firing cannon shots at each other Sunday afternoon in 
Boston Harbor was, technically, an exercise. “A way to 
introduce the general public to what it may have been like 
during the War of 1812,” said the Pride’s captain, Jamie Trost. 

There were no winners and losers, technically. But 
onboard the schooners, replicas of the Baltimore privateers 
that defended the young country against the British, the crews 
and the passengers were keeping their own score. 

For the children onboard — each ship booked paying 
passengers for the mock battle — it was all about the cannons, 
the 6-pound guns whose boom could be felt deep in the bones. 
They counted each report, analyzed the damage that might 
have been done had there been an actual cannonball inside. 

But the rivalry, if you want to call it that — OK, it is — 
has “nothing to do with who fires more shots accurately,” 
Trost said. 

It’s about being crisp, about maneuvering better. About 
steering your ship into position so that your cannons are lined 

up perfectly for a damaging broadside if this were a real battle, 
which it is not. 

“These boats are living historical artifacts, and the only 
way to illustrate that is to show it off, and that requires every 
person on the crew doing what they need to, exactly when 
they need to,” Trost said as he prepared the Pride to shove off. 

John Pickering, his second mate, said the guns were for 
show; this was about sailing. “You get to do some unique 
maneuvers,” he said. “We sail it hard. And we sail it close.” 

And by close, he means close enough to talk to the other 
crew when they pass each other, bow to stern. Close enough 
for their cannon blasts to rattle your teeth. Close enough to 
talk a little trash with each pass. 

Both crews are based in Baltimore, where the original, 
groundbreaking schooners were built with innovative hull 
designs that turned the tide of the war and had the British 
desperate to burn down the shipyards that created them. The 
people of Baltimore held off the invaders. Francis Scott Key 
wrote a poem about it that later became our national anthem. 
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And both crews are friends; they have overlap. Each 
captain has done time at the helm of the other ship. Trost will 
tell you that the better boat is whichever one he’s on. John 
Beebe-Center, the captain of the Lynx, is older, and has the 
sun-weathered look of a lifelong Sailor. When he hears Trost’s 

boast, he will say only that he remembers what it was like to 
be young. 

“My crew, however, is mindful that they want to look at 
least as good as those guys,” he added with a smile. 

View Gallery (6 Photos) 
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37. Navy SEALs Parachute Onto Boston Common 
(WBZ CBS RADIO BOSTON 02 JUL 12) ... Kim Tunnicliffe 

BOSTON – The Navy’s “Leap Frogs” Parachute Team 
landed on the Boston Common on Monday. 

Hundreds cheered as the team comprised of Navy SEALs 
jumped from over 12,000 feet. 

One SEAL had a giant American flag attached to his 
chute. The jumpers reach speeds of 120 mph during free-fall 
and can go as fast as 180 mph. 

Once on firm ground, the Leap Frogs answered questions 
and signed autographs. 

“It’s awesome,” says Navy SEAL Brad Woodard. “The 
coolest part is when you’re flying in and you see all the people 
who came out to support the military and the Navy in general, 
it’s absolutely awesome.” 

The Leap Frogs jump again on Tuesday morning at 
10:00AM at Puopolo Park, 2:00 PM at the Boston Common 
and July 4 at 12:00 PM at Fan Pier. 

Listen To Audio (RT: 0:40) 
U.S. Navy Sea Chanters To Perform With Boston Pops 
(WBZ CBS TV BOSTON 02 JUL 12) Kate Merrill 
BOSTON -- They’re keeping alive the songs of the sea, 

and on July 4th the U.S. Navy Sea Chanters take center stage 
on the Esplanade. The chorus is thrilled to be part of the 
celebration and to be performing with the Boston Pops. On 
Monday, the Sea Chanters visited Old Ironsides and brought 
back the era of wooden ships. 

They performed the national anthem during “morning 
colors,” the daily flag raising on the USS Constitution and 
tried out a few traditional sea chanteys as well. 

“The Sea Chanters are the official chorus of the United 
States Navy. We were formed in 1956 as an all male chorus 
with the aim of preserving sea chanteys,” says Musician First 
Class Michael Webb. Chanteys were the work songs of Sailors 
who traveled the world on the great wooden ships of old. 

On July 4th, backed by the Boston Pops, the Sea Chanters 
will perform not only the chanteys, but a 70′s sing along and 
patriotic selections as well. “You grow up as a musician 
hearing about the world class orchestras, and the Boston Pops 
is right up there, just an amazing orchestra. To be able to 
perform with them is an honor,” says Musician First Class 
Casey Elliott. 

The group has long included women in the 18 member 
unit. “Here I am singing with the Boston Pops, and what better 
occasion to be here singing with them than the Fourth of 
July,” says Senior Chief Georgina Todd who has been with the 
chorus for 19 years. 

The U.S. Navy Sea Chanters does some 200 performances 
each year, and the next one is in Boston. You can see all the 
performers and fireworks display right here on WBZ-TV 
starting at 8pm on July 4th. 

View Clip (RT: 2:25) 
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38. Wasp Sailors Assist Coalition Ships 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 02 JUL 12) ... Seaman Andrew Church, Navy Public Affairs Support Element, Norfolk 

BOSTON -- Thirty-three Sailors attached to amphibious 
assault ship USS Wasp (LHD 1) helped dock four coalition 
ships into the Boston Harbor June 30 as they arrived for 
Boston Navy Week 2012. 

Wasp Sailors volunteered their services as line handlers 
for foreign naval vessels as part of many community relations 
events planned for Boston. 

"They have been just great," said Capt. F. Bradley 
Wellock, manager at the Maritime Department of the 
Massachusetts Port Authority. "We don't have enough 
[civilian] volunteers to handle these ships, and Wasp has 
helped out tremendously - even translating for us." 

Boatswain's Mate 2nd Class Jeff Ronchaquira, Wasp's 
safety petty officer in charge, helped coordinate Sailors in 
line-handling and docking of visiting ships. 

Ronchaquira also helped bridge the language gap by 
serving as translator for his Spanish-speaking counterparts 
aboard the Ecuadorian ship Buque Escuela Guayas and 
Colombian ship A.R.C. Gloria. 

"I don't mind this at all," said Ronchaquira. "I love my 
job, I really do. Otherwise I wouldn't have reenlisted twice." 

Wasp Sailors helped four coalition ships pull pierside, 
Cisne Branco from Brazil, Guayas, Gloria and Kri Dewaruci 

from Indonesia, bringing the total countries participating in 
Boston Navy Week to nine. 

Ens. Luis Flores, attached to Guayas, complimented the 
Wasp Sailors for their help as well. 

"They were very professional, and I am very glad for their 
help," said Flores. 

As a sign of appreciation, Flores also extended a written 
invitation to Capt. Gary Boardman, commanding officer of 
Wasp, to a reception held later in the week. 

Wasp will participate in Boston Navy Week from June 28 
to July 6, giving Sailors the opportunity to tour the city and 
interact with locals, as well as participate in more community 
relations events. 

A celebration of the nation's sea services, Boston Navy 
Week provides an opportunity for the citizens of Boston and 
New England to meet Sailors, Marines and Coastguardsmen, 
as well as see the latest capabilities of today's maritime 
services firsthand. 

Boston Navy Week is one of many signature events 
around the country commemorating the Bicentennial of the 
War of 1812 and "The Star-Spangled Banner." The 
commemoration of the 200th anniversary of the War of 1812 
is a salute to all Sailors and Marines who fought gallantly in 
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that conflict, who served in all the nation's conflicts since then, 
and who continue defending freedom around the world today. 

Since winning independence in 1776, the United States 
has been a maritime nation, relying on unobstructed access 
and free use of the world's oceans, which are essential to our 

national security and prosperity. The performance of 
America's Sailors and Marines in the War of 1812 set the 
standards upon which the nation's naval forces continue to 
build today. 
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39. USS Montpelier Sailors Participate In Namesake City's Fourth Of July Parade 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 02 JUL 12) ... Lt. Cmdr. Jennifer Cragg, Commander, Submarine Group 2 Public Affairs 

MONTPELIER, Vermont -- The commanding officer of 
USS Montpelier (SSN 765), chief of the boat and 18 other 
crew members are embarking on a three-day visit to 
Montpelier, their namesake city, July 2-4. 

Cmdr. Tom Winter, Montpelier's commanding officer and 
Chief of the Boat, Master Chief Fire Control Technician (SS) 
Brian K. Apfel, and crew members will reconnect with their 
namesake city and participate in their namesake's city pre-
Independence Day activities. 

"Maintaining relations with our host city and the state of 
Vermont is a critical part in expressing what we do for our 
country," said Winter. "These trips are instrumental in 
maintaining relations by relaying to our fellow countrymen 
that we are on the tip of the spear protecting our nation's 
freedoms on a daily basis." 

The most recent namesake city visit by Montpelier crew 
members was conducted in July 2010. One of the highlights 
events scheduled for this year's visit is to include Chief 
Electrician's Mate (SS) David Chechile's reenlistment. The 
ceremony will occur on the steps of the Capitol building, a day 
prior to Independence Day. 

"This is a great opportunity to reenlist in our submarine's 
namesake city with members of my crew just prior to our 
nation's Independence Day," said Chechile. 

The Sailors will also attend a pancake breakfast and 
march in the city's Fourth of July parade through downtown 
Montpelier July 3. 

"We will be visiting for only a short duration of time, but 
the crew is looking forward to their visit, as well as witnessing 
the fireworks the evening of July 3 after they participate in the 
city's parade," said Apfel. 

Montpelier, a Los Angeles-class attack submarine 
returned to Naval Station Norfolk Feb. 17 from a regularly 
scheduled deployment. 

Attack submarines like Montpelier have multifaceted 
missions. They use their stealth, persistence, agility and 
firepower to deploy and support special force operations, 
disrupt and destroy an adversary's military and economic 
operations at sea, provide early strike from close proximity, 
and ensure undersea superiority. 

Montpelier is the third ship in the U.S. Navy to be named 
for the city of Montpelier. Built by the Newport News 
Shipbuilding Company and Drydock Company, the "Mighty 
Monty" was commissioned March 13, 1993. 

The submarine has a crew complement of 15 officers and 
129 enlisted, 360-feet long, and can travel in excess of 25 
knots. 
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40. Portsmouth Historic Sites Join Sail Portsmouth Celebration With Half-Price Admission 
(FOSTER (NH) DAILY DEMOCRAT 02 JUL 12) 

PORTSMOUTH — The 200th anniversary of the War of 
1812 brings special sailing visitors to Portsmouth on the 
weekend of July 13-15. 

Celebrating "Sail Portsmouth" this year, Pride of 
Baltimore II and Providence make a port call immediately 
after the 200th birthday Boston Parade of Sail for USS 
Constitution, "Old Ironsides" whose endurance under fire by 
the British squadron earned her nickname and her fame. 

Ten historic sites including the members of the 
Portsmouth Historic Houses Association welcome Sail 
Portsmouth visitors to learn more about the people who lived 
in Portsmouth when the city was a major maritime trading 
port. Each site offers half-price admission when visitors 
present the Sail Portsmouth 2012 brochure available where the 
sailing ships are docked at the commercial fishing pier on 
Pierce Island. 

Participating sites offering special admissions include: 
USS Albacore, the Warner House, The Gundalow Company's 
Piscataqua and Captain Adams, Wentworth Lear Historic 
Houses, the Wentworth Coolidge Mansion, the John Paul 
Jones House Museum, Strawbery Banke Museum, the 
Moffatt-Ladd House and Garden, Historic New England's 
Governor John Langdon House and garden and the 
Portsmouth Historical Society's Discover Portsmouth Center. 

All ten historic sites will offer the Sail Portsmouth discount 
throughout the Sail Portsmouth weekend: Friday, July 13 
through Sunday, July 15 

Portsmouth's natural harbor made her the nation's third-
oldest city and home to the oldest U.S. Navy shipyard. The 
historic houses and the history of the city are closely matched 
to the rise and fall of maritime interests, especially the ships' 
captains and naval officers who made their homes here, some 
quite lavishly. 

"The Sail Portsmouth Celebration at Portsmouth's historic 
sites is meant to encourage visitors to explore historic 
Portsmouth and learn about the people for whom sailing ships 
like Pride of Baltimore and Providence were familiar sights," 
said Lawrence J. Yerdon, president and CEO of Strawbery 
Banke Museum, a participant in the celebration. 

"Old Ironsides" actually spent time in Portsmouth, as a 
barracks ship for workers engaged in the Portsmouth Naval 
Shipyard's building boom during the Civil War, forty-eight 
years later. Portsmouth did not fare as well in 1812, thanks to 
the embargo on the importation of British goods on which 
Portsmouth's economy depended. For more details, visit the 
Portsmouth Historical Society's exhibit "War of 1812: What it 
meant to Portsmouth" at the John Paul Jones House Museum. 
The sloop Providence has a special connection to Portsmouth 
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as it is an authentic replica of the first command held by John 
Paul Jones, who lived in Portsmouth in 1777 and 1781. 

Information on locations and hours available at each 
website and at: 

 www.portsmouthhistorichouses.org : 

 USS Albacore, 600 Market Street, 
www.ussalbacore.org 

 Warner House, 150 Daniel Street, 
www.warnerhouse.org 

 The Gundalow Company, 60 Marcy Street, 
www.gundalow.org 

 Wentworth Lear Historic Houses, 50 Mechanic 
Street, www.wentworthgardnerandlear.org 

 Wentworth Coolidge Mansion, 375 Little Harbor 
Road, www.wentworthcoolidge.org 

 John Paul Jones House Museum, 43 Middle Street, 
www.portsmouthhistory.org 

 Strawbery Banke Museum, 14 Hancock Street, 
www.strawberybanke.org 

 Moffatt-Ladd House & Garden, 154 Market Street, 
www.moffattladd.org 

 Governor John Langdon House, 143 Pleasant Street, 
www.historicnewengland.org 

 Discover Portsmouth Center, 10 Middle Street. 
www.portsmouthhistory.org 

The Portsmouth Historic Houses Association and partners 
present centuries-old historic houses and vessels, some of the 
most important in America. Within the architectural treasures, 
a multitude of rooms with authentic antique furnishings reveal 
poignant stories of family life in a thriving seaport 
community, while the historic vessels detail chapters of 
Portsmouth's history afloat. Seafaring merchants, enterprising 
women, military heroes, politicians, skilled craftsmen, 
domestic servants, Africans and recent immigrants are some of 
the characters who share their stories. 
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41. OpSail2012 Bringing Tall Ships To Connecticut 
(MASSLIVE.COM 01 JUL 12) ... Cori Urban 

NEW LONDON HARBOR, Conn. – the last port of call 
for the U.S. Navy’s OpSail2012 – will be visited by fleet of 
more than a dozen tall ships on Friday afternoon. 

Marking the War of 1812 bicentennial, OpSail2012CT 
coincides with “The Rockets Red Glare,” an exhibit of the 16-
star, 16-stripe Stonington Battle Flag at Lyman Allyn Art 
Museum in New London. The flag flew over the successful 
defenders of Stonington, Conn., during a four-day bomb, 
mortar and rocket attack by British warships in August 1814. 

“In a way, it’s Connecticut’s Star Spangled Banner,” said 
Edward D. Baker, executive director of the New London 
County Historical Society. “It’s an important relic for all 
Americans, not just the people of Stonington.” 

The War of 1812 was fought between the United States 
and Great Britain from June 18, 1812, to Feb. 18, 1815, and 
was sparked by conflicting maritime policies and competing 
western expansion along the Canadian frontier. 

The four-day OpSail 2012CT, which honors the 200th 
anniversary of that war and the writing of The Star-Spangled 
Banner, will bring an armada tall and modern ships to 
southeastern Connecticut. OpSail2012 began in New Orleans 
in April and concludes with the New London visit. 

The tall ships scheduled to participate include the U.S. 
Coast Guard Cutter Eagle; Freedom Schooner Amistad from 
Mystic, Conn.; New Horizons from Boston; The Wolf from 
Key West, Florida; and Brazil’s Cisne Branco. 

In addition, there will be a 610-foot Navy troop transport 
vessel and four 108-foot training vessels from the U.S. Naval 
Academy in a parade of ships along with the tall ships. 

The four-day event also will feature food festivals, live 
music, family activities, sailboat races and a fireworks display 
over New London Harbor on Saturday night preceded by a 
Coast Guard Band concert. There also will be a governor’s 
ball with tickets priced at $75 per person. 

The public is invited to visit the ships at State Pier, City 
Pier and Fort Trumbull State Park, all in New London. There 
is no admission charge for the fireworks or to visit the tall 
ships. 

OpSail2012CT begins with a welcome ceremony at 3 
p.m. on Friday, on Main Street in East Lyme. The tall ships 
anchor for the night in Niantic. 

On Saturday, the Parade of Sail will depart from Niantic 
to New London Harbor where the tall ships and sailing cadets 
will converge for an historic extravaganza to celebrate not 
only the war’s bicentennial and the national anthem but also 
the rich history of New London, Groton, Stonington and 
Essex, where naval engagements took place during the war. 

In June 1814, the British burned 27 ships in the process of 
being built or repaired and fitted at Pettipaugh, now Essex. 

From Aug. 9-12, 1814, British fleets attacked Stonington. 
Led by Sir Thomas Hardy, they destroyed many buildings but 
caused few casualties. In one of few victories for the 
American militia, the defenders of Stonington succeeded in 
keeping British marines from landing. “It was one of the few 
success stories of American militia during the War of 1812,” 
Baker said. 

Visitors to Stonington today can visit Canon Square and 
see the two canons used to repel the British. 

New London was never attacked because it was too well 
defended by three major American warships and thousands of 
men, Baker noted. 

The war was a turning point for Connecticut, he 
explained, because its major industries – the manufacture of 
guns, swords and canons – “took off during the war” since 
because of an embargo, there was not the option to import 
them from Britain. “So Connecticut began making its own 
manufactured goods.” 

The War of 1812 restored unrestricted maritime 
commerce and spurred American manufacturing, both 
important to Connecticut and other New 

England states. Connecticut residents and people 
throughout the nation celebrated victories, inspiring patriotism 
and helping to create an American identity. 

After the war ended, the people of New London had a 
“peace ball” and invited the officers from the British ships that 
had been blockading the town for two years. 
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Baker is looking forward to OpSail 2012CT, saying it will 
be an opportunity for people “to get in touch with this often-
overlooked piece of history,” Connecticut’s role in the War of 
1812. 

According to John S. Johnson, chair of OpSail 2012CT, 
the concept for the event originated in 1960 with President 
John F. Kennedy who wanted to bring together the sailing 
nations of the world to promote sailing, camaraderie and 
friendship. The first event of this kind took place in 1964 for 
the World’s Fair in New York City. 

Other such gatherings took place in 1976 for the 
celebration of the American bicentennial, in 1986 for the 
opening of the refurbished Statue of Liberty and Ellis Island, 
in 1992 for the celebration of the 500th anniversary of the 
discovery of America and in 2000 for the new millennium. 

Johnson expects 750,000 to 1 million visitors to 
participate in the Connecticut celebration. 

“This is Connecticut’s pride,” he said. “It’s a celebration 
of our participation in that War (of 1812). We played a huge 
role in it. We sure are sharing our pride.” 

The hours of the Connecticut extravaganza are: 
Friday, July 6, 3 to 5 p.m., Niantic Bay, East Lyme 
Saturday, July 7, 9 a.m. to 10 p.m., Fort Trumbull State 

Park, New London 
Sunday, July 8, 9 a.m. to 9 p.m., Fort Trumbull State 

Park, New London 
Monday, July 9, 9 a.m. to noon, Fort Trumbull State Park, 

New London 
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42. New London Readies For Tall Ships, Big Crowds 
As city plans logistics, makes repairs, volunteers pick up trash 
(NEW LONDON DAY 01 JUL 12) ... Kathleen Edgecomb 

NEW LONDON - The Public Works Department is 
filling potholes, mending cracks in sidewalks and mowing the 
grass at the gateways of the city. 

Volunteers are finishing painting projects and picking up 
trash that has accumulated in alleys and doorways of empty 
storefronts. 

The city is on full alert, preparing for OpSail and Sailfest, 
which organizers say could draw up to 900,000 visitors to the 
free waterfront events beginning Friday and continuing 
through the weekend. 

"We'll be ready for them,” Public Works Director Tim 
Hanser said last week. 

The city is also making sure that parking and street 
barricades will be in place, that there will be plenty of trash 
cans available, and that garbage trucks will be able to move 
freely among the crowds to keep the city clean. 

Events organizers, municipal employees and volunteers 
are finalizing plans and scrambling to get the city in shape for 
OpSail, which will feature tall ships, Navy ships and touring 
ships; and for Sailfest, the city's annual waterfront event that 
includes food, music, rides, crafts and roaming entertainment. 
Sailfest has been a summer mainstay in the city for more than 
30 years. 

The highlight of the weekend is the Saturday night 
fireworks show, set off in the middle of the Thames River and 
sponsored by the Mashantucket Pequot Tribal Nation. 

Barbara Neff, who is in charge of Sailfest, said her event 
draws an estimated 300,000 people each year, and OpSail 
officials are predicting the city could see another 600,000 
visiting the ships. 

Neff is working with the city's public works department to 
see that all electrical needs will be met for musical acts, 
putting together information packages for vendors, and 
making sure local merchants have parking passes. 

"We've done all the planning we can,” Neff said. "We 
cannot control the weather so we don't worry about it, but I 
tell my committee, 'When you stand in the street and see the 
kids with all the smiles on their faces and the adults with all 

the smiles and the people at all the music stages enjoying 
themselves - that's why we do it.'" 

Mayor Daryl Justin Finizio praised city employees, those 
from nearby communities, the state, and private groups and 
businesses who have pulled together to prepare for the 22 
ships that will enter New London Harbor in a Parade of Sail 
Saturday morning and for the festivities that will follow. 

"It's an all-hands-on-deck event,” he said. "Everyone is 
doing their best, and I think it's going to be a great event for 
New London." 

Organizers for OpSail also are working on final 
arrangements, coordinating parking, and recruiting volunteers 
to help man parking lots. Satellite parking with shuttle buses 
will be available at lots outside the downtown area and buses 
will keep people moving between Fort Trumbull, City Pier in 
downtown New London and State Pier. 

"There are a million and one things to do,” said Bruce 
MacDonald, spokesman for OpSailCT2012. "And we're doing 
all the things you'd expect need to be done in the eleventh 
hour of such a major event.” 

For Candace Devendittis, owner of Dev's on Bank 
restaurant and a city resident, the upcoming festivities have 
been an opportunity for her to pull together volunteers to 
spruce up downtown. 

"Paint the Town" volunteers were honored last week 
during a reception on Water Street, where six large images of 
jazz musicians were unveiled. The 5-by-6-foot prints, which 
have been treated to withstand the elements, cover six 
windows on the back sides of empty Bank Street buildings so 
boaters will see them as they sail into city. 

"People who live here can take pride in New London,” 
said Devendittis, who helped organize cleanups of Bank and 
Water streets and Eugene O'Neill Drive; painting parties to 
spruce up the water side of buildings along South Water 
Street; and weeding details along Blinman. 

"It's evolved into a much bigger event,” she said of the 
Paint the Town group. "People are young and old who are 
involved. And they really want to help." 
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43. Navy Prepares To "Storm" Niantic Beach 
(NEW LONDON DAY 02 JUL 12) ... Jennifer McDermott 

EAST LYME — Unlike the submarines that move quietly 
in and out of the area, the Navy's amphibious landing craft 
will arrive Friday for OpSail in noisy, dramatic fashion. 

Capt. Marc W. Denno said the landing craft puts on "quite 
a show" with its gas turbines, which are essentially jet engines. 
The USS Carter Hall is sending the landing craft to "storm" 
the Hole-in-the-Wall Beach as part of the opening ceremonies 
for OpSail 2012CT. 

"It's very loud. It will look like a big, white cloud of water 
spray approaching the beach. Then the sand will start to kick 
up," said Denno, commander of the Naval Submarine Base in 
Groton. 

While the submarine force is the "silent service," Denno 
said it's "their job is to make a statement." 

Organizers of the local OpSail held a press conference at 
the beach Monday to highlight Friday's events in town. The 
military and tall ships participating in the Parade of Sail to 
New London Saturday will be anchored off Niantic Friday. 

The main event is the storming of the beach at 4 p.m., 
when a Humvee will drive off the landing craft, onto the 
beach. 

McCook Point Park, overlooking Niantic Bay, is the best 
place to watch the demonstration since the beach will be 
closed until the demo concludes. Following the demonstration, 
spectators can walk down to check out the equipment and talk 
with the Sailors and Marines, said First Selectman Paul 
Formica. The town also is hosting an OpSail food stroll, 
starting at 6:30 p.m. downtown, and a dinner for the visiting 
service members. 

The Carter Hall, a cargo variant of the Navy's dock 
landing ships, will be anchored about a mile offshore. At 609 
feet long, it will be the largest vessel at OpSail. 

Giving local residents a chance to see another side of the 
Navy, Denno said, is "a great way to kick off OpSail." 

OpSail, from July 6 to 9, commemorates the bicentennial 
of the War of 1812 and the composition of the "Star-Spangled 
Banner." The Navy, Coast Guard and tall ships will be open 
for tours Saturday and Sunday in New London. For more 
information, visit www.OpSail2012CT.org. 
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44. USS Iowa To Celebrate July Fourth With LA Mayor, Congress Members 
Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa and some members of Congress will celebrate the Fourth of July on the newly 
berthed USS Iowa 
(KNBC LOS ANGELES 02 JUL 12) ... Fallon Okwuosa 

The USS Iowa will celebrate the Fourth of July with 
Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa, Franklin D. Roosevelt's great 
granddaughter, and California and Iowa congress members. 

The festivities starts at 12 p.m. and will include speeches 
from the Los Angeles mayor, Iowa Gov. Terry Branstad, Iowa 
Sen. Tom Harkin, U.S. Rep. Janice Hahn, Julianna Roosevelt 
and more than 1,000 U.S. veterans, according to the Pacific 
Battleship Center. 

The battleship severed the United States for more than 50 
years and is nicknamed the "Battleship of Presidents" because 
it has hosted Franklin D. Roosevelt, Ronald Reagan and 
George W. Bush. It was also known as the "World's Greatest 
Naval Ship," thanks to its longevity, big guns and heavy 
armor, according to the Pacific Battleship Center. 

The ship was moved from Richmond, Calif., to Berth 87 
at the port of Los Angeles on June 9. It will open to the public 
this month as an interactive naval museum, according to the 
Pacific Battleship Center. 

"When I first got my orders in 1986, I had no idea what a 
BB was 'til I asked my 'A' school teacher, all he said was, 
'damn, I wish I had those orders.' After getting to the ship, I 
instantly knew why. Such an [awesome] feeling to step across 
that gangplank for the first time. Now I'm [always] lookin' for 
an excuse to talk about her," veteran Ken Armstrong wrote on 
the Pacific Battleship Center website. 

The USS Iowa can be seen from Harbor Way (map). 
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45. International Sea Cadets Group Visits Naval Station Newport 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 02 JUL 12) ... Bob Krekorian, Naval Station Newport Public Affairs 

NEWPORT, R.I. -- Thirty-two international Sea Cadets 
and their adult chaperones are visiting Naval Station 
(NAVSTA) Newport through July 9 for the 2012 U.S. Naval 
Sea Cadet Corps (NSCC), International Exchange Program 
(IEP). 

The cadets represent nine maritime countries that are 
members of the International Sea Cadet Association (ISCA), a 
voluntary association of independent Sea Cadets Corps or 
corresponding organizations, that promote the benefits of sea 
cadet training world-wide. 

The United States is a founding member of ISCA and 
offers exchanges to U.S. Naval Sea Cadets. 

The international contingent visiting NAVSTA Newport 
includes Canada (10), Australia (4), United Kingdom (4), 
Hong Kong (3), The Netherlands (3), Sweden (3), Ghana (2), 
Singapore (2), and Bermuda (1). Cadets selected for the IEP 
range in age 16-19 and have several years of experience in 
their nation's sea cadet organization. 

Six cadets from the U.S. Naval Sea Cadet Corps of Rhode 
Island, with chaperons are participating in the 2012 exchange 
program visit that started June 24. 

While at NAVSTA Newport, cadets visited Officer 
Training Command for an Officer Candidate School Marine 
Corps drill instructor orientation, and the Surface Warfare 



 35

Officer School for a school house orientation and training 
simulator demonstration. 

Cadet 1st Class Pepijn Stam, 17, of the Netherlands, 
graduated high school and is employed in the marine cargo 
transport industry. "As a sea cadet, I like sailing and rowing, 
but the simulators here were exciting," he said. 

Able Cadet Cara Chan, 20, of Hong Kong, said the United 
States Sea Cadet Corps program is much more disciplined that 
other exchange programs that she has participated in during 
the last seven years. 

"The sea cadet program helped me to become more 
independent and self-confident," she said. 

The group's itinerary includes a trip to the United States 
Coast Guard Academy, New London; USS Constitution, 
Boston; an overnight visit aboard the Battleship 
Massachusetts, Battleship Cove, Fall River, Mass.; and New 
York City. 

"It's an honor for our Sea Cadet program to host 10 
countries at Naval Station Newport. We've been coming here 
for the last six-seven years, and the support is exemplary, 
especially from the Naval Academy Preparatory School," said 
Lt. Cmdr. Mike Campbell, NSCC, director, IEP. 

"The IEP allows us to bring many of the future leaders 
together to see firsthand the nautical traditions that strengthen 
us as a global community," Campbell said. 
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46. Landfill Providing Power For Miramar 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 02 JUL 12) ... Nathan Max 

MIRAMAR MARINE CORPS AIR STATION — 
Officials at Miramar Marine Corps Air Station want the 
capability of being 100 percent independent from the city’s 
power grid in the next five years so they can effectively be 
prepared for an emergency, such as the blackout that darkened 
all of San Diego last year. 

It has all started with gas from a nearby landfill. 
The base flipped the switch this month on the Miramar 

Energy Project, a joint venture between the air station, city 
and Fortistar LLC that enables methane from a neighboring 
landfill to be converted into renewable energy. The facility 
will enable Miramar to reduce its use of the city’s power grid 
by 45 percent, and coupled with already existing solar energy 
projects, will allow the base to account for about half its 
overall power needs through green energy. 

The methane-to-power conversion will provide Miramar 
with 3.2 megawatts of energy, said Brian Kelley, Southern 
California regional manager for the Fortistar Methane Group. 
That’s enough to power about 2,000 homes. 

“You’re taking something completely useless that’s an 
environmental problem, and you’re turning it into a resource,” 
said Mick Wasco, Miramar MCAS’ energy manager. 

The project took about five years to complete, with most 
of that time being used to hammer out the power purchase 
agreement. Construction took about a year. 

Before the landfill project, Miramar received 97 percent 
of its power from San Diego Gas & Electric and 3 percent 
from solar power generated at the air station. 

The power purchase agreement with Fortistar is for 15 
years, during which time Miramar will receive a fixed amount 
of power from the landfill for a fixed price. Plans are to enter 

into negotiations to extend the agreement when the 15-year 
contract period nears its expiration date. 

The Marine Corps funded a $5.4 million transmission line 
that was part of the project, and Fortistar paid for the rest. The 
air station expects to achieve a 9 percent return on its 
investment over the life of the contract from power savings. 

On top of that, the plant will drastically lower the amount 
of greenhouse gas emissions from the landfill. 

“This project alone, you’re taking millions of pounds of 
CO2 and eliminating it from being released into the 
atmosphere,” Kelley said. 

The Department of the Navy has been public in its desire 
to transition toward green energy, having targeted 2016 as the 
year it wants to roll out an alternative-fueled aircraft carrier 
group. The Navy plans to demonstrate a “great green fleet” 
concept this month in which it intends to show that an aircraft 
carrier, its fighter jets and attending warships can operate for 
two days on alternative fuels. 

At Miramar, the ultimate goal is having the entire base 
capable of energy independence, Wasco said. During last 
year’s blackout, many facilities lost power and mission 
capabilities were limited, although all critical infrastructures 
had backup power generation, allowing the airfield to remain 
operational for scheduled flights, Wasco said. 

However, if the air station does eventually meet its goal 
of 100 percent energy capability, the plan is to draw upon all 
of it only during an emergency. 

“That would make Miramar and the Marine Corps truly 
an emergency response force,” Wasco said. “This landfill is 
the first piece of that mission.” 
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NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
47. U.S. Nearing Decision On New Nuclear Arms Cuts 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 02 JUL 12) ... Robert Burns 

WASHINGTON — The Obama administration is edging 
toward decisions that would further shrink the U.S. nuclear 
arsenal, possibly to between 1,000 and 1,100 warheads, 
reflecting new thinking on the role of nuclear weapons in an 
age of terror, say current and former officials. 

The reductions that are under consideration align with 
President Obama’s vision of trimming the nation’s nuclear 

arsenal without harming national security in the short term, 
and in the longer term, eliminating nuclear weapons. 

The White House has yet to announce any plan for 
reducing the number of nuclear weapons, beyond 
commitments made in the recently completed New Start treaty 
with Russia, which obliges both countries to reduce their 
number of deployed long-range nuclear warheads to no more 
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than 1,550 by 2018. As of March 1, Russia had already 
dropped its total to 1,492 and the U.S. stood at 1,737. 

Obama has been considering a range of options for 
additional cuts, including a low-end range that would leave 
between 300 and 400 warheads. Several current and former 
officials, who spoke on condition of anonymity to discuss 
internal deliberations, said there appeared to be a consensus 
building around the more modest reduction to 1,000 to 1,100 
deployed strategic warheads. 

Officials have said in recent days that a decision could be 
announced this month. But given Republican criticism of any 
proposed further cuts and the heating up of the presidential 
election campaign, the White House might put the decisions 
on hold until after November. The administration has 
indicated it would prefer to pursue further reductions as part of 
a negotiation with Russia, but some have suggested that 
reductions could be done unilaterally. 

Any reductions are likely to stir opposition among 
Republicans in Congress, who believe Obama underestimates 
the importance of a stable nuclear deterrent, even though the 
cuts would likely save tens of billions of dollars. 

“I just want to go on record as saying that there are many 
of us that are going to do everything we possibly can to make 
sure that this preposterous notion does not gain any real 
traction,” Rep. Trent Franks, an Arizona Republican who sits 
on the House Armed Services Committee, said when The 
Associated Press first revealed the scope of possible cuts in 
February. 

Beyond the argument over numbers is a more 
fundamental issue: What role do nuclear weapons have after 
the Cold War, now that the threat of all-out nuclear war with 
Moscow has abated? Do nuclear weapons deter belligerents 
such as al-Qaida, or other terrorist organizations? The 
administration considered these questions in an internal 
reassessment of nuclear weapons policy. 

James Cartwright, the retired Marine Corps general who 
commanded U.S. nuclear forces from 2004-07, thinks the U.S. 
should acknowledge that a large nuclear force is of limited 
value in deterring today’s major threats. 

“No sensible argument has been put forward for using 
nuclear weapons to solve any of the major 21st century 
problems we face,” including threats posed by rogue states, 
terrorism, cyber warfare or climate change, Cartwright and his 
colleagues at Global Zero wrote in a report in May. Global 
Zero is an organization that advocates a step-by-step process 
to achieve the eventual elimination of all nuclear weapons. 

The group argues that the U.S. could safely reduce its 
arsenal over the coming 10 years to 900 total nuclear weapons 
— 450 deployed at any given time and a like number held in 

reserve. That compares with the current U.S. arsenal of about 
5,000 weapons, of which 1,737 are deployed. 

Advocates of cutting below 1,550 argue that nuclear 
weapons serve an increasingly narrow purpose, and that their 
large numbers undercut the credibility of demands that Iran 
and other nations forgo acquiring their own. Opponents argue 
that the U.S. should not risk losing its predominant position in 
the nuclear arena while North Korea, Iran and other are 
pursuing their own nuclear ambitions. 

Obama himself has made clear in recent statements that 
he thinks the time is right to break with the past. 

“The massive nuclear arsenal we inherited from the Cold 
War is poorly suited to today’s threats, including nuclear 
terrorism,” he said March 26 in Seoul. He noted that last 
summer he ordered his national security team to undertake a 
comprehensive review of nuclear forces and policies, which 
was completed early this year. 

“We can already say with confidence that we have more 
nuclear weapons than we need,” Obama said. 

Daryl Kimball, executive director of the Arms Control 
Association, said he interprets Obama’s views as supportive of 
keeping only enough of them to deter existing nuclear powers 
like Russia and China — not to deter attacks with other types 
of mass-casualty weapons like biological or chemical arms. 

“Clearly we don’t have to have 1,550 deployed strategic 
nuclear weapons to deter a Russian or Chinese nuclear attack,” 
Kimball said in an interview. “Russia today has fewer than 
1,500 deployed strategic warheads, and in five years they’re 
not going to have any more than that — they’ll probably have 
fewer.” 

Also at stake are important decisions about multi-billion 
dollar investments in developing replacements for the current 
U.S. fleet of strategic nuclear submarines, as well as nuclear 
ground-based missiles and nuclear-capable bombers. 
Cartwright’s Global Zero report estimated that U.S. nuclear 
modernization programs could run upwards of $200 billion 
over the next 20 years — some portion of which could be 
saved if steps are taken now to further shrink the arsenal. 

Russia faces a similar set of decisions about nuclear 
modernization, although it has publicly expressed little interest 
in starting a new round of negotiations with the U.S. on 
additional nuclear reductions. One sticking point for Moscow 
is its concern that U.S. missile defenses — particularly those 
being placed in Europe — could eventually undermine the 
deterrent value of Russia’s strategic nuclear arsenal. In a 
meeting with then-President Dmitry Medvedev in March, 
Obama was heard saying that if reelected in November he 
would have more flexibility to deal with the matter of missile 
defense. 
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48. GAO Upholds Tricare West Contract Switch 
(NAVY TIMES 02 JUL 12) ... Patricia Kime 

The Government Accountability Office on Monday 
upheld a Pentagon decision to award the $20.5 billion contract 
to manage the Tricare West region to UnitedHealth Group, the 
nation’s largest insurer. 

The decision strips the business from Phoenix-based 
TriWest Healthcare, which has held the contract since 1996. 

TriWest had been granted the contract in 2009 but after 
UnitedHealth lost an opportunity to manage a different Tricare 

region contract, it persuaded the government to reopen the 
bidding process for the West region. 

The Defense Department decided March 16 to award the 
contract to UnitedHealth. But TriWest protested, arguing its 
bid was lower than the competition’s and the government had 
not fully vetted UnitedHealth. 
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The GAO did not reveal its reasons for upholding the 
Pentagon decision. A thorough report on the process will be 
released in the coming weeks. 

In a statement on TriWest’s website, CEO David 
McIntyre said corporate officials would discuss the GAOs 
decision with the company’s owners — 15 Blue Cross and 
Blue Shield companies and two university health systems — 
as well as legal counsel before deciding its future. 

Among its options: filing a lawsuit in the U.S. Court of 
Federal Claims. 

“We will be making a decision on what, if any, action we 
will take in response to the GAO’s denial of our protest,” 
McIntyre said. 

TriWest holds one other small federal contract — 
managing the Marine Corps’ D-STRESS Line, a telephone 
counseling service that links Marines with former Marines. 

But the bulk of its business is managing the Tricare West 
region. 

A Tricare spokesman said the transition would begin 
immediately and beneficiaries can expect UnitedHealth to 
assume complete contract management beginning April 1, 
2013. 

On the GAO’s decision, Tricare Management Activity 
spokesman Kevin Dwyer said Tricare will work with 

UnitedHealth to maintain the quality of care the West region’s 
2.9 million beneficiaries expect. 

“TMA is fully committed to providing the best possible 
health care to our customers in the West region while 
obtaining the best value for the government,” Dwyer said. 

UnitedHealth Military & Veterans Services said in a 
statement the company looks forward to “working on behalf of 
Tricare West beneficiaries.” 

“We are committed to working with the Department of 
Defense to ensure beneficiaries have access to cost effective, 
quality and innovative care,” said Lori McDougal, CEO of 
UnitedHealth Military and Veterans Services. 

TriWest officials have said they spent years building a 
network of providers in rural regions and express concern that 
UnitedHealth, despite having a strong presence in the Western 
states, will not be able to provide the same level of service to 
those in remote areas. 

Ana Gupte, an equity analyst with Sanford Bernstein who 
focuses on the health industry said UnitedHealth has put past 
customer service problems behind it and should provide high 
quality care. 

“Their reputation in the marketplace is exemplary,” she 
said. 
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49. Court To Hear Appeal Of Marine In Iraqi Killing 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 02 JUL 12) 

SAN DIEGO — The military's highest court agreed 
Monday to hear the appeal of a U.S. Marine convicted of 
murder in one of the most significant criminal cases against 
U.S. troops from the Iraq war. 

The Court of Appeals for the Armed Forces ordered a 
review requested by Sgt. Lawrence Hutchins III, who claimed 
in a petition that his constitutional rights were violated when 
he was held in solitary confinement without access to a lawyer 
for seven days during his interrogation, and that Navy 
Secretary Ray Mabus unlawfully influenced his case after his 
conviction. 

Hutchins, 26, of Plymouth, Mass., led an eight-man squad 
accused of kidnapping retired Iraqi policeman Hashim Ibrahim 
Awad from his home in April 2006, marching him to a ditch 
and shooting him to death. The killing took place in 
Hamdania, a small village in Al Anbar province. 

The six other Marines and a Navy corpsman in his squad 
served less than 18 months. 

Hutchins has sought clemency and early release, saying 
he was deeply sorry for what happened and has suffered 
nightmares and anxiety because of the killing. 

Those requests have been denied, Hutchins claimed in the 
appeal, because Mabus illegally interfered in the case and 
influenced officers under him to rule against release. 

Mabus has said that the killing did not happen in the fog 
of battle, but was a carefully planned attack and cover-up. 

Neither the secretary nor officials from his office could be 
reached for comment late Monday night, but Mabus' office has 
said previously he is precluded from commenting on Hutchins' 
case because it is under appeal. 

The appeals court has also agreed to consider whether 
Hutchins's rights were violated when the he was interrogated 

by the Naval Criminal Investigative Service, whose 
investigators ended his 2006 interrogation when he invoked 
his right to an attorney, according to the document granting 
the review. 

But he was held in solitary confinement for seven days 
with no access to a lawyer or anyone else he could ask for 
help. Investigators then resumed their questioning, Hutchins 
waived his right to counsel, and provided a sworn statement 
about the crimes. 

Hutchins and his attorney are arguing that the trial judge 
erred when he denied a motion to suppress the statement. 

"The ongoing and persistent political interference in this 
case has been unconscionable, and the fact that the highest 
military court has to reasonably ask itself if the Secretary of 
the Navy has unlawfully manipulated the process means that, 
regardless of who is ultimately victorious, the integrity of the 
military justice system as a whole has already been fatally 
compromised," Hutchins' attorney, Major Babu Kaza, said in a 
statement, "it is our sincere hope that justice is finally done in 
this case." 

The move is the latest in a series of twists and turns in the 
case of Hutchins, whose case was already overturned once by 
a court that ruled his 2007 trial was unfair because his lead 
defense lawyer quit shortly before it began. 

The same court that accepted his new petition overruled 
that decision, saying the problem was not grave enough to 
throw out the conviction. Hutchins was returned to the brig 
after eight months working at a desk job at California's Camp 
Pendleton at a desk job. 

He has served about five years of an 11-year sentence, 
and is set to be released in July 2015 at the earliest. 
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50. Maersk In U.S. Cargo Deal Worth Up To $2.1 Billion 
(REUTERS 02 JUL 12) ... Jim Wolf 

WASHINGTON -- Maersk Line, a unit of Denmark's 
A.P. Moller-Maersk Group, has won a contract worth up to 
$2.1 billion for international shipping of U.S. military cargo, 
the Defense Department said on Monday. 

American President Lines Ltd, part of Singapore-based 
Neptune Orient Lines Group, won the next-biggest such deal 
from the U.S. Transportation Command, valued at up to $1.7 
billion, the Pentagon's daily contract digest said. 

Farrell Lines Inc is being awarded a similar potential 
$565 million deal, as is American Roll-on Roll-Off Carrier, a 

unit of closely held American Shipping & Logistics Group 
Inc, worth up to $553 million, the announcement said. 

Smaller military cargo transport contracts were 
announced by the Pentagon for eight other U.S. flag shippers. 
All of the deals are expected to be wrapped up by the end of 
August next year, the Defense Department said. 

The so-called universal service contracts, the seventh 
series of its kind, cover surface transport, chiefly by sea, 
though some may include onward ground shipping, said 
Cynthia Bauer, a spokeswoman for the Transportation 
Command at Scott Air Force Base, Illinois. 
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51. On Old Carrier, New U.S. Citizens 
Aboard the Midway, personnel from around world take oath of allegiance. 
(LOS ANGELES TIMES 03 JUL 12) ... Tony Perry 

SAN DIEGO — After the ceremony was complete, after 
he had listened to the speeches and repeated the 141 words 
that made him a U.S. citizen, Marine Lance Cpl. Hua Fan 
admitted to being a bit overwhelmed. 

"It's going to take a while before it settles in," said Fan, 
smiling broadly. The 23-year-old, who was born outside 
Beijing, added: "I've felt like a part of America for some time, 
but now I'm an official part." 

It was a common sentiment among the 35 active dutyU.S. 
militarymembers from 19 countries who took the oath of 
allegiance in a short but emotional ceremony Monday on the 
flight deck of the carrier museum Midway. 

"It's been a dream of mine for a long time: to become a 
real American," said Marine Lance Cpl. Andre Baxter, 22, 
from Jamaica. "And now it's real." 

The federal government has a program to expedite 
citizenship applications from military personnel. Three times 
each year — just before Memorial Day, the Fourth of July and 
Veterans Day — the U.S. Citizenship and Immigration 
Services holds naturalization ceremonies in San Diego strictly 
for members of the military. 

Officials tailor their remarks to the specific holiday. In 
this case, it was a discussion of the early days of the American 
Revolution. 

"Our nation was founded by young patriots like yourself," 
retired Rear Adm. Mac McLaughlin, president and chief 
executive officer of the Midway Museum, told the gathering. 

In addition to China and Jamaica, the new citizens hailed 
from Mexico, the Philippines, American Samoa, Barbados, 
Belize, Brazil, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, the Dominican 
Republic, Ghana, Guatemala, Kenya, Poland, Taiwan, 
Thailand and Venezuela. 

The Navy Band Southwest and an honor guard from the 
Naval Base Coronado provided atmosphere for the occasion. 
But everyday military operations served as a fitting backdrop. 

Across the San Diego Bay was the carrier Carl Vinson, 
undergoing repairs for its next deployment. A helicopter made 
a low pass as it headed for the Coast Guard station near 
Lindbergh Field. The destroyer Kidd moved slowly out of the 
harbor during the ceremony. And in the moments afterward, 
the amphibious assault ship Peleliu returned to its home port at 
the 32nd Street Naval Station. 

Some of the 35 service members sworn in Monday 
already had been deployed to war zones, others were still in 
training. 

Marine Sgt. Mohamed Muhidi, 26, from Kenya, has 
deployed to Iraq and will be deployed again soon to a region 
not yet determined. 

Return to Index 
 

52. Diver's Dream: USS Mohawk Sinking Today Will Give Enthusiasts New Adventure 
(NAPLES (FL) DAILY NEWS 02 JUL 12) ... By Scott Butherus 

The Gulf waters of Southwest Florida aren't likely to 
overtake our neighbors to the south, the Keys, as a premiere 
dive destination anytime soon but for underwater enthusiasts 
there are still plenty of sights to explore.Soon divers will have 
another aquatic playground. 

The retired Coast Guard cutter USS Mohawk will find its 
final resting place on the bottom of the Gulf. The 165-foot 
World War II-era vessel will be sunk 28 miles off the coast of 
Fort Myers on Monday as part of Lee County's artificial reef 
building program. 

"Using ships like this a reef is great idea," said Ramiro 
Palma, owner of Scubavice Dive Center in Fort Myers. 
"Instead of just turning these ships into scrap and turning them 
into steel cans or something, the history of them will live on." 

The newest artificial reef has quite a history. After being 
commissioned in 1935, the ship played an integral part of the 
war effort, sweeping the Atlantic Ocean for German U-boats 
and even giving the "all clear" signal to begin the Normandy 
Invasion on June 6, 1944. 

After it is scuttled, it will become part of Charley's Reef 
system which sits in about 90 feet of water. The ship — with 
cannons and propeller intact — will be sunk using a series of 
explosives, which will be handled by the Lee County Marine 
Services Program and a Key West company called 
Reefmakers, at around 11 a.m. Although there are several 
existing wrecks — including the Bayronto and Fantastico — 
off the coast of Southwest Florida, this will be the first 
decommissioned military ship used for constructing a reef. 
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"For tourism, I think this is going to be great," said Palma, 
who plans on offering weekly trips to the site. "There are a lot 
of divers from all over the world who will come just to dive a 
particular wreck to cross it off their bucket list so to speak. I 
think this wreck will be the kind of thing that people will 
come for." 

"We are all excited about it," Caloosa Dive Club president 
Sandy Canning said. "Anytime you have something like that 
that brings people in, not just for divers but for other stuff too, 
it is a good thing for tourism." 

Once the ship reaches the sea floor it will only be a matter 
of time before a variety of marine life begins to call it home, 
making the site more attractive to divers. Although it will 
begin attracting fish immediately, it will take years, or even 
decades for other structures such as hard corals and sea 
sponges to take hold. 

"The sea floor in the Gulf is mainly sand so it should 
attract fish quickly," Palma explained. "By next year it should 
have a lot of life on it." 

"There may not be a lot of coral growth because of the 
sun penetration at that depth but fish should move in 
immediately," Lee County's Sr. Environmental specialist Mike 
Campbell said. 

Although the ship will be a welcome addition to the 
undersea landscape, some in the local dive community warns 
that it won't be the instant boon to the industry that some 
expect. 

"There is a lot opinion that Gulf diving isn't that good," 
Canning said, "and I think that it will take a lot of marketing 
and people reading about the diving here — like in the diving 
magazines and stuff — before people really start making this a 
place that they come to just to dive." 

"It's a new site so there will be a lot of interest in it at first 
but I don't think one site is going to make a lot of difference," 
said Mark Garcy, who operates Naples Marina Excursions, a 
dive shop and charter on U.S. 41 in Naples. "It is always nice 

to have a new structure like that but I think the revenue 
created from the one site won't be that great." 

Two of the biggest issues for the new site will be the 
distance from shore and the costs, like fuel, associated with 
getting there, and the depth, which at 90 feet to the bottom 
will preclude most recreational divers from being able to 
explore the structure. 

"It will be available to advanced divers only since most 
divers are only certified to go about 60 feet," Garcy explained. 
"There's a lot of things that will keep this from being a really 
popular destination. I'd say 80 percent of our charter dives are 
around nine miles out, 15 percent are to around 20 miles and 
only about 5 percent go out further. It is cool to have but I 
think that the money spent would have been better used for 
several sites, smaller ships, barges and things like that, that are 
closer to shore." 

Although special certifications are required for deep water 
and wreck diving, Palma doesn't think that will be an issue for 
the new site. 

"Technical divers are going to love it. There will be 
plenty to explore inside the ship," he said. "And because of the 
profile of the ship, the smokestack will be in only about 50 
feet of water so there will be something for everyone to see." 

View Gallery (23 Photos) 
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53. Keeping USS Texas Afloat Will Take More Than Pride 
(HOUSTON CHRONICLE 01 JUL 12) ... Allan Turner 

Bristling with big guns and macho combat prowess, the 
USS Texas is a steel embodiment of its namesake state. In 
World War II, the 29,500-ton dreadnought backed Allied 
attacks at Normandy, North Africa, Iwo Jima and Okinawa. It 
was the first ship to launch an airplane at sea, mount anti-
aircraft guns, gain recognition as a U.S. National Historic 
Landmark. 

Today, the century-old battleship, riddled with rust and 
imperiled by a foe it never was designed to fight - a moribund 
economy - is struggling for its life. Since early June, the vessel 
has been struck by successive leaks, some shooting more than 
1,000 gallons of water into the vessel every minute. 

Ship manager Andy Smith says 32 patches have been 
applied to leaks in the ship's blister tanks, the vessel's 
outermost compartments. Still, he concedes, workers face "too 
many leaks to even count." 

As the ship sags in its San Jacinto Battleground berth, its 
Texas Department of Parks and Wildlife managers scramble to 
devise a way to preserve it for posterity. Earlier plans to repair 
the vessel and display it in an out-of-water setting were 

scuttled, at least for the present, by the discovery that the 
project's cost might approach $75 million, roughly three times 
the amount voters approved in a 2007 bond election. 

Parks and Wildlife Executive Director Carter Smith says 
his agency, along with the U.S. Naval Sea Systems Command, 
Battleship Texas Foundation and San Jacinto Battleground 
Conservancy, is working to prioritize repairs to the ship's sea-
corroded skin and rusted internal supports. 

So far, he says, repairs to the ship have cost more than 
$300,000. Until the state releases $25 million in bond money 
in September, fixes will be paid through the agency's 
emergency funds. 

"There's absolutely no road map. There's no ship like it, of 
this size and magnitude," the director says. "Other ships 
donated by the Navy to their states, the Alabama and North 
Carolina, immediately were sunk in the mud. We want to 
avoid that, if at all possible." 

'A State Treasure' 
When the USS Texas arrived at its La Porte berth in 1948 

as the nation's first memorial battleship, the prodigious 
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floating arsenal had only a tenuous connection with the state. 
The people of Texas, whose self-image is as muscular as the 
dreadnought's, soon took the ship into their hearts. 

"The Battleship Texas is not just a ship," says Lt. Gov. 
David Dewhurst, "it's a valuable piece of American history 
and a state treasure by its very name." 

In the year that ended last Sept. 1, 103,000 visitors toured 
the vessel, nearly half of them children. 

To Battleship Texas Foundation director Bruce Bramlett, 
the vessel is a tribute to a generation of selfless warriors. "The 
ship never shirked its duty," he says. 

Bramlett's group has contributed about $3 million of its 
$4 million pledge toward the ship's preservation. He says the 
prospect of losing the ship to is unfathomable. 

"If we're going to cast our history away," he says, "go 
bulldoze the Alamo. Go ahead and take the (San Jacinto) 
monument down. Go to Washington and pull that stuff down. 
This is our history. The things we preserve our a testament to 
who we are as a people." 

Jan DeVault, president of the San Jacinto Battleground 
Conservancy, argues many of the ship's problems stem from 
its location at the site of Texas' most important revolutionary 
battle. 

"The location is such that they do not get sufficient 
visitation to adequately take care of the ship. As a result, 
maintenance has been deferred to the point that the ship is 
rotting," she says. "The truth of the matter is that there is a 
national historic landmark sitting on top of a national historic 
landmark, and that makes interpretation of both of them 
difficult." 

Little Money Or Time 
Carter Smith concedes the ship is not self-supporting. The 

Texas, however, is in no condition to be towed anywhere, and 
the 2007 bond issue specifies the ship be dry-berthed at its 
current site. 

There seems to be little doubt that dry-berthing the vessel 
remains the optimum solution to the ship's long-term 
problems. Bramlett's Battleship Texas Foundation is launching 
a nationwide fundraising campaign toward that goal. 

Retired Navy Admiral Thomas Seigenthaler, a nautical 
engineer who spent most of his military career attached to 
shipyards and repair facilities, says getting the ship out of the 
water would "be the best of all worlds." 

Now employed by a Philadelphia nautical architecture 
firm, Seigenthaler formerly was director of the USS New 
Jersey historic site in Camden, N.J. He expresses confidence 
in the procedures employed by the Battleship Texas' managers 
in dealing with the vessel's problems. "You can fix anything if 
you've got the money and the time," he says. "The biggest 
thing is to get your arms around the problem." 

The USS Texas, though, has insufficient money and it 
may be running out of time. 

"I don't have any crystal balls," says Scott Boruff, Park 
and Wildlife's deputy executive director for operations, "but I 
don't think there's any doubt the ship is in a dangerous state of 
deterioration. The hull is extremely thin and fragile and there's 
significant deterioration in the superstructure, the skeleton that 
holds up the ship... In the last eight years, we've had four 
critical leak episodes. I wouldn't be surprised if we see more 
frequent failures." 
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OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
54. Festival Of Sail Helps New England Reconnect With Its History 
(BOSTON GLOBE 03 JUL 12) ... Editorial 

This week’s harbor festival of sail commemorating the 
bicentennial of the War of 1812 is a time to recall the bravery 
of the men who fought in the conflict against Britain, and to 
hail the region’s thrilling and underappreciated naval heritage. 
It’s a great civic moment, and should become a touchstone for 
family memories for decades hence. 

It’s too easy, in this era of downsizing and base closings, 
for New Englanders to distance themselves from their own 
military history. But the region has a long maritime tradition, 
and a robust connection to the seagoing services in particular. 
From the great battles of Boston’s own USS Constitution, 
which marked the emergence of the United States as a naval 
power, to the most recent conflicts, New England has known 
the pain of war, and the resolve of fighting for shared values. 

Tomorrow, the Fourth of July, is also an occasion to 
celebrate that history — including the parts that get 
proportionally less attention than battles do in the history 
books. In fact, the War of 1812, like some of the nation’s more 
recent conflicts, has a complex legacy. In addition to 
establishing the nation’s credibility as a naval power and 
easing expansion into the West, it launched another enduring 
institution: the anti-war movement, a crucial expression of 
America’s freedom of speech. 

The War of 1812 was the first waged by the fledgling 
nation that provoked widespread, sustained opposition — and 
nowhere was the antipathy stronger than in New England. 
Eight out of 10 of the region’s senators voted against the 
declaration of war. Once the conflict started, the 
Commonwealth’s then-governor, Caleb Strong, called for a 
public fast in atonement. Antiwar politicians swept the 1814 
elections. The most extreme voices in New England favored 
seceding from the United States entirely to get out of the 
conflict; Harvard rewarded one of them, John Lowell, with an 
honorary degree in the thick of the debate. 

Yet, despite the deep antiwar sentiment in New England, 
many Massachusetts Sailors were among the crew of the USS 
Constitution when it won critical battles at sea, providing a 
huge boost to the nation’s morale. Those warriors are now an 
honored part of history. But so, too, should New England 
remember those who spoke in dissent. The ability to disagree 
publicly and insistently in the court of opinion, but also to 
rally to the national interest, are bookends of American 
patriotism. Both impulses are foundations on which the nation 
was built. 
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55. U.S. Special Forces Need Our Support 
(BOSTON GLOBE 03 JUL 12) ... Jim Smith 

Less than a year ago, on a perilous night in Afghanistan, a 
rocket-propelled grenade struck a U.S. Chinook helicopter 
causing a fiery crash that killed the 38 men on board, 
including 30 Special Operations troops. Twenty-two were 
members of a Navy SEAL Team. It was a devastating attack 
— the greatest loss of Naval Special Warfare (NSW) operators 
ever. 

Although they are relatively small in number, these units 
are incredibly effective. As troops draw down in Afghanistan, 
the presence of Special Operations will continue. NSW’s 
mission is a global one, ranging from clandestine operations, 
enduring programs to humanitarian aid. 

September 11, 2001, found me on leave and 
contemplating retirement while on a boat in the Hudson River, 
watching helplessly as two planes crashed into the Twin 
Towers. With our country under attack, I immediately 
changed course and rededicated to further service. 

Throughout the next decade, Special Operations 
manpower requirements nearly doubled while deployments 
quadrupled. The growing emphasis on a smaller footprint, 
targeted missions and efficient use of funds ensures this trend 
will continue. 

Warrior dads are routinely gone for more than 300 days 
per year. I am reminded of a saying: “Never has so much been 
asked of so few for so long.” 

The warriors signed up for this. Their families did not. As 
director of the Navy SEAL Foundation, I recognize their 
needs and sorrows. Our mission is to provide benevolence 
with a purpose. 

Special Operations troops and families are giving much to 
our country. What do they need from us? 

Wives and kids need grief counseling. Children need 
educational support. Surviving spouses need financial advice. 

And parents need special care, because they never forget 
losing their little boy prone to adventure. 

Our returning warriors need medical care — equally for 
their invisible wounds. 

They also need to know how to transition to a civilian 
workforce by leveraging their expertise. SEALs excel at 
problem-solving under pressure. 

Special Operations families are caught in a perfect storm: 
as our country asks for more, the economy continues to 
struggle, education and medical costs skyrocket, and jobs 
continue to disappear. 

This is where the Navy SEAL Foundation executes its 
mission and commitment of providing immediate and ongoing 
support and assistance to the NSW community and their 
families. Never before in our history, has a nation so heavily 
relied upon benevolence. 

On July 3, I’ll be in Boston for a fundraising event at the 
Seaport World Trade Center benefitting the Navy SEAL 
Foundation and four other charities that help Special 
Operations families. Organized by the Fallon Family 
Charitable Foundation, I am grateful it has inspired many 
civic, political and military leaders to join our cause. 

On that night, I know I’ll look across Boston Harbor to 
the airport where two fateful planes lifted off on September 
11. Our nation rose out of the ashes and now stands stronger, 
more resilient and more dedicated. The Navy SEAL 
Foundation has also been forged through adversity. Because of 
this, we are committed to honoring our warriors and 
supporting their families. 

Jim Smith is executive director of the Navy SEAL 
Foundation. 
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56. Helping The Spouses Of Those Who Serve 
States must make professional licensure easier for military husbands and wives 
(BALTIMORE SUN 03 JUL 12) ... Michelle Obama 

Shelly Snell is a registered nurse. She's been married to 
Navy Commander Ben Snell for 16 years. They have two 
boys. And as a Navy family, the Snells have moved nine 
times, including a stint in Maryland. 

It's a fact of life for military spouses — when the country 
calls, they step up to answer. When their loved ones are sent 
overseas for months on end, they're holding everything 
together back home. When the PTA, the parish council, the 
Little League or the Girl Scouts need a volunteer, they're the 
first ones to raise their hands. And when they're asked to pack 
up their family and begin a new life in a new hometown, 
they're proud to do it. 

But for so many military spouses like Shelly, each move 
to a new state also means a return to a familiar headache: 
renewing a professional license. Shelly has renewed her 
license as a nurse seven times — and she's not alone. More 
than 100,000 military spouses throughout America serve in a 
profession that requires a license or certification to work; that's 
more than one-third of military spouses in the labor force. So 
for teachers, nurses, real estate agents, accountants, physical 
therapists and dozens of other kinds of professionals, a move 

can mean gathering old transcripts, paying new fees, filling 
out a pile of paperwork, and sometimes even taking entry-
level classes — no matter how many years of experience they 
have. 

It's a process that can take months. And during that time, 
these military spouses can't practice their profession, even 
though there are jobs open in their new communities and 
companies desperate to hire them. That means their skills go 
unused while their families try to get by without the income 
they need. It means they are unable to advance in the careers 
they trained for — often for years. And sometimes, the hassle 
is simply too much, and these spouses choose to quit the 
careers they love and choose new ones that are more friendly 
to a military lifestyle. So it's no wonder that military spouses 
bring this issue up to me more than any other. 

Luckily, this is an eminently solvable problem. Each state 
has the power to act on behalf of our nation's military families. 
We simply need the will to do it. That's why, in February, Jill 
Biden and I issued a nationwide call through our Joining 
Forces initiative, asking all 50 states to pass legislation by 
2014 to help make it easier for military spouses to obtain new 
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professional licenses when they move. Since then, the number 
of states that have enacted measures to solve this problem has 
grown from 11 to 23. 

Governors and legislators in these states have worked 
together across the aisle, because supporting our military 
families is something we can all agree on. They're coming up 
with solutions that work for their states. They're helping 
military spouses get to work while they complete any 
remaining state-specific requirements. And they're doing it all 
without lowering their professional standards one bit — 
they're simply finding ways to account for the realities of 
military life. 

So we've come a long way. But we're not finished yet. 
There are still 27 states that have not yet enacted measures to 

address this issue, including Maryland. So I want to ask for 
your help. Talk to leaders in your community. Make your 
voice heard. Do your part to make this issue a priority in the 
Free State. 

That's what it's going to take to get this done. And make 
no mistake — we must get this done. We owe it to our troops 
and military families. They have done so much for all of us. 
Whenever our country has called, they've answered. 

So on this issue — and so many others — we can show 
them how much we appreciate their service and their sacrifice. 
We can give back in real, meaningful ways. And together, we 
can serve our men and women in uniform and their families as 
well as they have served us. 

Michelle Obama is first lady of the United States. 
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57. DoD Must Untangle Mind-Boggling Buying Process 
(DEFENSE NEWS 01 JUL 12) ... Joe Bednar 

Dear DoD acquisitions bureaucracy: enough already. 
Please stop expanding the already monstrous labyrinth of 
buying procedures. 

We are simply trying to place contracts in support of our 
military; is that asking too much? Granted, the acquisitions 
can get involved. 

But the buying process itself — the fundamentals of 
soliciting requirements, evaluating offers, awarding and 
administering contracts — need this be anything like what it 
has become? 

At this point, one would think that instead of just buying 
something, we are trying to secure a conviction in the most 
complicated and scrutinized criminal trial ever, with 
remarkable amounts of related documentation, and a jury of 
dozens of our peers. But as has been proved by others, a 
contract itself can be as technical as needed, yet with much 
simpler and effective processes behind it. Let me try to explain 
how we are so tragically failing the military and taxpayer, and 
then offer a solution. 

Granted, spending someone else’s money brings serious 
accountability. But we have taken that to lengths that have the 
opposite impact — we are wasting fortunes to show we are not 
wasting fortunes, and abiding by a dizzying amount of 
documentation and review rules that in many cases are not 
necessary, and even violate other rules. 

We are about as effective as mowing a lawn with 
tweezers and nail clippers, within intricate rules someone 
made up, while preparing complex surrounding documents for 
approval by the neighbors. 

Did we forget the sensible Federal Acquisition 
Regulations (FAR) standard concerning the benefits exceeding 
the costs of our practices? Is anyone auditing for that while 
they desperately ensure compliance with procedures that don’t 
meet this responsible standard? We still have the best-
equipped military in the world, but it is in spite of our broken 
ways and only through immense resources that eventually find 
a way around the impediments. 

A blessing in this is that our enemies may realize there’s 
no need to bomb DoD acquisition offices. We do more 
damage to our country by being left alone. Becoming 
complicated to be more secure only makes us more insecure. 

Here are some astonishing facts my office faces: We have 
the FAR at approximately 2,000 pages of highly detailed 

rules; the Defense FARs with about 900 pages; and my agency 
supplement with 1,300 more. These three layers also include 
more than 600 regulatory clauses and a mere 100 different 
procurement forms. 

In addition to the 4,200-plus pages of rules, there are 
internal office policies into the hundreds of pages; instructions 
for our online systems at thousands of pages; countless 
directives, guides, standard operating procedures; and other 
requirements for even more. 

Then what we call FNOs (From-Now-Ons) are issued via 
one to five emails a day — over 500 per year — to continually 
revise all this. Together, there has to be at least 10,000 pages 
of ever-changing minutiae, with no means to organize it at all. 

Plus, legions of other reviews, approvals and audits 
appear at various stages of a procurement in endless oversight 
to make sure all is covered. Our actions, though not large by 
DoD standards, average 20 to 30 reviews along the way. My 
own record is 54 different reviews for a single, routine 
contract. 

Under these conditions, one to two years to award a single 
contract is common; the cost becomes even more disturbing. 
DoD has more than 700,000 civilian positions supporting its 
approximately 1,400,000 uniformed personnel, yet we don’t 
provide the products and services they need. Contractors 
mostly do that. We are just facilitating it to the tune of at least 
$70 billion annually for only the DoD civilian costs that 
enable the support mainly through contracts. 

I’m sure plenty of people already realize all this, so are 
we ever going to truly do something about it? Perhaps we 
could launch the Committee on Reforming Procurement 
Reform Committees? 

Instead, let’s have just a few capable contracting people 
from the front lines devote themselves to a true FAR rewrite 
that covers only the essential buying procedures, with no 
interference. They must be ground-level professionals, the 
ones who perform the real work. 

A true FAR rewrite has to eliminate the numerous 
supplements that add layers of regulation to the main FAR. 
Not just DoD supplements; all of the federal agencies use the 
same script. 

Remember, we’re just buying stuff, and the terms of the 
contract can still be technical without such ridiculous 
procedures. Without massive committees, we have the ability 
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to form a single FAR that’s much less monstrous and still 
covers all we need. Yes, we can buy anything with less than 
2,000 pages of process, let alone 10,000 convoluted pages. 
Much of the rest of the world does so every day. 

Next, end the daily changes while demanding why we 
don’t know what’s required at any given time. The 
bureaucracy should get one season a year to implement shifts 
in a somewhat organized way. If we got by this long without 
someone’s pressing need for another policy, surely it can wait 
until the next open season. 

Right now, we scrutinize individual contracts more than 
sweeping changes that impact all contracts. If the shifts were 

truly evaluated for mission impact and implementation 
realities, would we find ourselves in this catastrophe? The 
policymakers never have to worry about executing contracts 
through the impediments they create, so they have little 
incentive. 

Let’s hope for something meaningful to fix this mess, and 
not a Committee on Forming Meaningful Acquisition Reform 
Committees. 

Joe Bednar, contracting officer with the U.S. Defense 
Logistics Agency. 
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58. Claiming The Arctic 
China’s Posturing Becomes Ever Clearer 
(DEFENSE NEWS 01 JUL 12) ... David Curtis Wright 

China has recently been busy making good, and not just 
noise, on its Arctic ambitions. China wants what it sees as its 
fair share of the Arctic’s hydrocarbon riches and the 
Northwest Passage through the Canadian north designated as 
an international waterway. (In this, China shares the same 
stances as most of the developed world, with the exceptions of 
Canada and Russia). 

Chinese governmental offices, including the laughably 
misnamed “Chinese Arctic and Antarctic Administration” 
(does China administer the Arctic and Antarctic?) and the 
infelicitously named PRIC (Polar Research Institute of China) 
devote full-time attention to Arctic affairs. 

In October 2011, Friis Arne Peterson, Denmark’s 
ambassador to China, announced that China has “natural and 
legitimate economic and scientific interests in the Arctic.” 
According to a May 2012 report by the Stockholm 
International Peace Research Institute (SIPRI), China has 
designated itself a “near-Arctic state” and describes itself as a 
“stakeholder” in the Arctic. On April 20, Chinese Premier 
Wen Jiabao signed an energy accord with Iceland, the first 
country he visited on a trade and investment tour of northern 
Europe. 

In the Arctic, China is practicing yuan diplomacy, an 
early 21st-century equivalent of what used to be called 
American “dollar diplomacy.” It is unlikely that a superpower 
like China would pay such close attention to a small, cash-
strapped state like Iceland unless there was something really 
big in it for China: the Arctic. 

Could this eventually lead to a Chinese naval base on 
Iceland? This seems unlikely, at least at present. The actual 
content, style and direction of the new Sino-Icelandic coziness 
is unclear and will perhaps only emerge as the relationship 
develops. 

In mid-June 2012, a Chinese military newspaper 
(www.chnmilitary.com) published a piece about “time being 
ripe” for the “return” of Mongolia to China because, among 
other things, controlling Mongolia would put China that much 
closer to the Arctic. This is absurd because, among other 
reasons, the northernmost extents of China’s Heilongjiang 
province and China’s Inner Mongolia are both farther north 
than any part of Mongolia. 

Such nonsense naturally incites suspicion in Arctic and 
non-Arctic states alike. When it comes to the Arctic, China 
clearly has its diplomatic and international PR work cut out 

for it. It seems that China’s approach regarding the Arctic has 
neither extended beyond the mere pursuit of it nor matured 
beyond what Linda Jakobson predicted in 2010 it would be in 
a paper written for SIPRI: “The notion that China has rights in 
the Arctic can be expected to be repeated in articles by 
Chinese academics and in comments by Chinese officials until 
it gradually begins to be perceived as an accepted state of 
affairs.” 

American diplomats and international lawyers I have 
spoken with assume that China can effectively do little or 
nothing about its Arctic ambitions because it has no Arctic 
littoral and no voting position on the Arctic Council. But 
China can throw its economic, political and diplomatic weight 
at individual states it sees as impeding its Arctic interests. 

One American “panda slugger” insisted to me in 
Washington in May that the Chinese military is behind the 
scenes manipulating and orchestrating China’s preoccupation 
with the Arctic. But the Chinese military’s involvement in 
Arctic affairs is based more on speculation than hard evidence. 
Militaries can and do, however, posture and act to defend their 
countries’ national interests, especially energy-related ones. 
Witness the U.S. enforcement of the Carter Doctrine in and 
near the Arabian Gulf. China should be expected to act no 
differently. 

Given China’s obsession with submarine warfare, 
submarine stalking of American naval vessels, and the brazen 
nuclear-powered submarine violation of Japanese territorial 
waters on Nov. 10, 2004, the lurking of one or more Chinese 
submarines in the Arctic should not come as much of a 
surprise, if it has not happened already. 

In March 2011, a stridently anti-American military 
website in mainland China (mil.huanqiu.com) claimed that 
America’s resolve to increase its military presence in the 
Arctic was based on the “excuse” that China was beefing up 
its submarine force. In April 2012, Taiwan newspapers took 
note of a recent French report that the presence of even a 
single Chinese submarine in the Arctic would constitute a 
threat to Russia and the U.S. 

The panda is lurking in the Arctic and is attempting, 
beyond its natural habitat, to become a peer competitor of the 
polar bear. Whether the panda can evolve quickly and 
adequately enough to survive the harsh geopolitical and 
geostrategic realities of the Arctic remains to be seen, but one 
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thing is certain: Its ambitions should be carefully noted and 
tracked. 

David Curtis Wright, an associate professor of history 
and senior research fellow at the Centre for Military and 
Strategic Studies at the University of Calgary. 
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The U.S. Navy’s biofueled Green Fleet to highlight this 

year’s RIMPAC War Games by Joelle Brink from Biofuels 
Digest, June 29 

The United States Navy may be laboring under a 
congressional ban on biofuel purchases that cost more than 
bargain basement fossil fuels, but no one said the Navy can’t 
burn the biofuel it’s already got. And that’s important because 
if you look at history, Congress generally loosens its military 
purse strings only when it fears falling behind U.S. rivals, of 
which at least one and possibly more are currently known or 
suspected of working on naval biofuels. 

That’s the kind of competition that once brought the U.S. 
military congressional funding for jet engines, ballistic 
missiles, nuclear submarines, nuclear weapons, space stations, 
the Internet, and the countless other strategic advantages the 
nation’s armed forces enjoy today. Now, thanks to the 
upcoming war games in the Pacific, the U.S. armed forces 
may get funding for biofuels as well. 

Nothing could bring that day closer than the upcoming 
naval exercise to be held off the Hawaiian islands from June 
29 to August 3, known as the Rim of the Pacific Fleet 
Exercises, or RIMPAC War Games. The setting of the movie 
“Battleship,” RIMPAC is a competitive war simulation in 
which participating fleets and naval vessels attempt to 
outmaneuver and “sink” each others’ ships, winning or losing 
tactical points in the RIMPAC scoring system. 

The U.S. Pacific Fleet typically turns in top scores at 
RIMPAC, but this year all eyes will be on the Fleet’s Green 
Strike Group consisting of the nuclear carrier Nimitz, its 
camelina-biofueled jet aircraft and the three biofueled ships of 
the Strike Group, the guided-missile cruiser Princeton and the 
destroyers Chung-Hoon and Chaffee, all three burning a blend 
of algal biofuel and diesel. According to RIMPAC tradition 
the officers of the allied navies will visit aboard each others’ 
ships during the exercise and the Green Strike Group is 
already this year’s “hot ticket.” 

Two allied navies, Japan’s and Australia’s, are known to 
be working on naval biofuels and there are rumors are of 
similar Chinese efforts given the nation’s fast-growing 
biofuels production capacity and recent altercations with U.S.-
allied navies in the South China Sea. The strategic advantages 
these and other nations are seeking from naval biofuels 
include greater range at sea due to the ability to make fuel 
aboard ship from food waste–as the U.S. Navy has been doing 
for the past three years–and from algal biomass as recently 
demonstrated during the voyage of the container ship Maersk 
Kalmar from Germany to India. The greater range and self 
sufficiency of biofueled ships results in more time on patrol at 
sea and less vulnerability to attack in port, the leading cause of 
military ship losses and crew fatalities in recent years. 

By the conclusion of this year’s RIMPAC the U.S. 
Navy’s existing biofuel stocks will have been depleted at the 
same time its allies and enemies alike are waking up to the 
conclusion that biofuels as a strategic necessity. Some in the 
U.S. Northwest including Washington state governor Christine 
Gregoire, are already putting pressure on Congress to fund 
biofuels and support the leadership position currently held by 
the U.S. Navy. Incitements to war are multiplying in the 
Pacific Fleet’s “back yard.” The Navy won’t need to convince 
Congress to fund biofuels. Its allies, its enemies and the force 
of events will do that just as they did in the arms race that 
followed World War II. 

 
RIMPAC, Sustainability and ... Philadelphia? by Bill 

Doughty from Navy Reads, July 2 
The Navy’s Rim of the Pacific exercise started this 

weekend -- with more than 20 nations, 46 ships and 
submarines and 25,000 service members converging in and 
around Hawaii to train together, learn from each other and 
build cooperative relationships to preserve peace. 

It’s the first RIMPAC with non-U.S. officers in charge of 
major components (Australia for maritime; Canada for air). 
It’s the first to feature humanitarian assistance/disaster relief 
training as part of the exercise. And, RIMPAC 2012 will 
include the first demonstration of green fleet technologies on a 
massive scale, with U.S. surface ships and carrier-based 
aircraft using biofuels and other energy-saving and 
sustainability initiatives. 

The theme this year is “Capable, Adaptive, Partners.” 
RIMPAC is the world’s largest maritime exercise and 

involves nations as diverse as Russia, Chile, India, France, 
Singapore, Mexico, Japan, United States and the Republic of 
Korea. So, what does it have to do with one of the nation’s 
smallest “schools” in Philadelphia? 

At the Sustainability Workshop, located at Philadelphia’s 
Navy Yard, urban high school seniors learn by doing hands-on 
real-world projects, with the world as their classroom. While 
not affiliated directly with the U.S. Navy, the Sustainability 
Workshop shares some of the same values, including 
developing capable, adaptive partnerships. Participants work 
together to apply innovative critical thinking as members of a 
team. 

The school is the brainchild of engineer/teacher Simon 
Hauger, who was featured today on Dr. Sanjay Gupta’s “The 
Next List” on CNN. Hauger's philosophy of teaching involves 
incentivizing learning; the incentives are the students’ own 
sense of accomplishment, project achievement and a feeling of 
community they achieve by working together. School work 
reinforces the students' natural idealism and desire to work 
hard. 

According to Hauger, students read more because they 
want to read more: 
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“Maybe the most fascinating aspect of this work is that 
the academic skills follow,” Hauger said. “Most of our 
students will tell you that they have done more reading and 
writing this school year than they had done in their entire high 
school career. Many will tell you they have done real science 
for the first time, and some will even tell you that they finally 
understand why math is useful.” 

Students learn and apply STEM (science, technology, 
engineering and mathematics). For example, over the past year 
they installed and then activated a solar rig, worked on a car to 
try to achieve 100 miles per gallon, and tested their own 
hypotheses for increasing energy efficiency initiatives for city 
buildings. 

Teachers are more like facilitators and coaches than 
traditional instructors or disciplinarians. Co-founder Michael 
Clapper is one of the teachers who helps them interact with 
private companies and government agencies. 

"We went to Urban Outfitters one day," recalls Clapper. “ 
… Then the next day we're at the Navy hearing about their 
power cell approach. We walk in and they say, 'We're so 
looking forward to interfacing with you today.' " 

The program has a side effect of pointing students in a 
positive direction toward common goals. 

Globally or locally, RIMPAC and the "Sustainability 
Workshop” showcase cool ideas: a willingness to work 
together cooperatively to prevent conflict and a commitment 
to achieve greater sustainability and conserve resources. 

 
U.S. warship makes port call by Edwin Espejo from 

Asian Correspondent, July 1 
GENERAL SANTOS CITY – U.S. frigate ship USS 

Vandergrift arrived here Sunday afternoon and dropped 
anchor at the Makar port as some 500 American troops 
prepare for a 72-hour joint naval exercise with the Philippine 
Navy and coast guards. 

Commodore Dave Welsch and the crew of the USS 
Vandergrift were met by Commodore Marfin Tan (res) and 
Capt. Robert Empedrad of the Philippine Navy in arrival 
honors that were dampened by heavy downpour. 

Welsch is commanding general of Task Group 73.1 of the 
U.S. Navy. 

Commodore Philip Cacayan, head of the Naval Forces 
Eastern Mindanao of the Philippine Navy early in the week 
said U.S. troop movement inland will be restricted and 
confined to civic military operations. He said requests for 
media to board the ships while on exercise will have to be 
assessed. 

Several squads of U.S. Army Special Forces however are 
already in the city to hold joint military exercises with the 
Philippine Marines. 

The two other U.S. ships earlier announced to also 
participate in the activities failed to join USS Vandergrift. 

Sources said U.S. Coast Guard ship USCG Waesche will 
arrive later in time for the exercise while USNS Safeguard, 
earlier reported to also join the naval activities here, will 
instead conduct rescue and salvage training in Manila. 

Outside Makar Wharf, some 40 militants belonging to the 
Bagong Alyansang Makabayan (Bayan) shouted slogans and 
waved their banners to protest the exercise dubbed as 
Cooperation Afloat Readiness and Training (CARAT) 21012. 

In a press statement, Bayan spokesperson Ryan Lariba 
said the exercise only proves increasing U.S. military 
intervention in the country. 

Patrol Boat BRP Salvador Abcede skipper Cmdr Lued 
Lincuna however said the joint exercise will enable the 
Philippine Navy and Philippine Coast Guard to upgrade their 
tactical capabilities considering that the U.S. Navy have far 
more advance tactics in naval maneuver and warfare . 

Cmdr Lincuna told journalists who boarded the Philippine 
Navy patrol boat in meeting USS Vandergrift at the mouth of 
Sarangani Bay just off the coast of Maasim that the exercise 
will be held in the “Mindanao sea” and will be out of sight of 
residents around the bay. 

“It will also involve live fire exercises,” Lincuna said. 
Participating Philippine Navy ships are equipped with 20-mm 
anti-aircraft guns and caliber .50 heavy machine guns. 

The BRP Gregorio del Pilar, recently acquired from the 
U.S. Coast Guard, is the biggest naval asset of the Philippine 
Navy. It has an Mk.75 Oto Melara 76 mm Compact main gun, 
two Mk.38 M242 Bushmaster 25 mm chain gun at midships. It 
will not be joining CARAT 2012, however. 

USS Vandergrift is a Perry-class frigate and is capable of 
storing and launching guided missiles. It has an Mk 75 
76mm/62 caliber rapid firing gun and MK 32 ASW torpedo 
tubes (two triple mounts). It also houses two Seahawk 
helicopters and has a crew of 17 officers and 160 enlisted 
men. 

The Philippines will send a 450-man contingent from the 
Philippine Navy and Philippine Coast Guard to the exercise. 

The Philippine contingent will be coming fresh from a 
taxing rescue operations in Sarangani Bay involving scores of 
fishermen who were drifted away by a strong storm surge last 
June 12. 

Three fishermen are still missing while the death toll have 
reportedly risen to at least five other people. 

 
What Sequestration Might Mean for San Diego (and 

Other Places) by Christopher A. Preble from The Skeptics 
(National Interest), July 1 

Christopher Preble is the vice president for defense and 
foreign policy studies at the Cato Institute. 

A few days ago, I wrote about the fight looming between 
taxpayer advocates and defense contractors over whether 
Congress should scrap the Budget Control Act (BCA) and 
allow the Pentagon’s budget to grow. The contractors and 
their allies, led by the Aerospace Industries Association 
(AIA), contend that cuts in military spending will have a 
harmful (some say devastating) impact on the sluggish 
economy; taxpayers groups point out that the Pentagon’s 
budget has risen dramatically over the past decade and object 
to suggestions that we should raise taxes or incur more debt to 
pay for additional increases. 

In my earlier post, I focused on the politics of this fight, 
here I focus on economics. I’m not convinced—and neither 
are a number of others—by the AIA’s claims that 
sequestration will wreck the economy. 

For starters, we should keep an eye on the bottom line. If 
there is no deal to undo the BCA, the Pentagon’s base budget 
in 2013 will be about the same as in 2007. The budget, in 
short, is not being gutted, slashed, cut to the bone, etc. (pick 
your favorite metaphor). In real, inflation-adjusted terms, 
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Pentagon spending will remain near historic highs and well 
above the spending levels of the 1990s. As for the economic 
effects of the spending cuts contemplated under sequestration, 
these are likely to be small because the cuts are tiny relative to 
the economy as a whole, less than three tenths of 1 percent of 
GDP per year over the next decade. 

Those small cuts are likely, in the big picture, to generate 
overall benefits. It’s easy to focus exclusively on the 
companies and individuals hurt by the cuts and forget that the 
taxed wealth that funded them is being employed elsewhere. 
Provided that defense-spending cuts allow for lower taxes, 
people will have more disposable income to spend. If they 
spend it wisely (and even if they don’t), that will generate new 
economic activity that will offset the job losses elsewhere. 

Of course, regions disproportionately dependent upon 
military spending are more likely to feel squeezed. Even in 
these defense-heavy localities, however, the effects of 
military-spending cuts are likely to be temporary, and the 
eventual transition of workers out of the defense industry into 
other fields should have beneficial effects. That goes for areas 
with sufficient economic activity—especially 
diversification—to help ease the transition. 

That is what we hope will happen. But it is more than just 
hope; my attitudes toward the economic effects of military 
spending cuts are also shaped by personal experience, 
especially a trip that I took to San Diego in the summer of 
1997. 

I was there to do some research on the missile gap and the 
presidential election of 1960. John F. Kennedy and Richard 
Nixon had both campaigned in Southern California, and both 
alleged that their opponent’s decisions with respect to military 
spending would drive thousands of people out of work. I 
located some interesting information at UC-San Diego and 
San Diego State. The most memorable moment, however, 
occurred during a visit to General Dynamics’s Convair 
facility, not far from the San Diego Airport (aka Lindbergh 
Field). 

Consolidated Vultee Aircraft Corporation (Convair) had 
been a major manufacturer of manned aircraft during World 
War II and then later moved into the design and manufacture 
of missiles and rockets. Operated as a division of General 
Dynamics after the two companies merged in 1954, Convair 
was one of the largest civilian employers in San Diego for 
several decades. Convair employment in San Diego peaked at 
more than fifty thousand in 1961, fell to less than six thousand 
by 1976 and then spiked again in the 1980s to more than 
twelve thousand employees. But orders for Convair products 
collapsed following the collapse of the Soviet Union. By June 
1995, GD’s Convair Division counted a mere 1,432 workers in 
its San Diego facility. When I arrived at the Convair plant, two 
years later, in June 1997, I found a single construction trailer 
that served as the office for Convair’s final two employees. As 
I explained in the epilogue to my book, John F. Kennedy and 
the Missile Gap, “I witnessed a dying company breathing its 
last.” 

Although it was just one company, one might expect 
Convair’s demise to have had a devastating ripple effect, 
given its signal importance to the San Diego economy over the 
years. It didn’t. Likewise, the other Pentagon cuts of the early 
1990s (holding constant for inflation, DoD outlays fell by 29 
percent from the peak in 1987 to the trough in 1999) did not 

do irreparably harm. For example, San Diego’s unemployment 
rate was the same as the national average in 1996 (5.4 
percent), and well below that of the rest of California (7.3 
percent) at the time. By 1999, San Diego’s unemployment rate 
had fallen to just 3.1 percent, more than a full point below the 
national average (4.2 percent), and more than two points 
below California state-wide (5.3 percent). 

Why did San Diego fare so well? As one study of the 
region observed in May 2001: 

The defense engineers and managers diverted, by the loss 
of their jobs, into entrepreneurial pursuits … helped the 
region emerge from the severe economic challenge posed by 
defense cutbacks at the beginning of the 1990s. Today, San 
Diego’s economy is growing and contains a more diverse set 
of industries. 

Of course, we will never know if San Diego might have 
experienced even stronger economic growth in the absence of 
defense cutbacks in the early 1990s. Nor can we be certain 
that it will respond to the looming defense drawdown under 
sequestration as well as it did to the far deeper cuts of the late 
1980s and early 1990s. But this one case study shows that 
even defense-heavy localities can adapt to lower levels of 
defense spending. At a minimum, the story serves as an 
important counterpoint to the AIA’s claims of impending 
doom. 

 
Taking Stress Out Of Reintegration by Lisa Daniel 

from Family Matters (American Forces Press Service), 
July 2 

The Defense Department is working to “fundamentally 
transform” the nation’s understanding of the invisible wounds 
of war, Defense Secretary Leon E. Panetta has said, and 
nowhere is that more apparent than at the Defense Centers of 
Excellence for Psychological and Traumatic Brain Injury. 

DCoE is out in front on recognizing psychological 
problems among service members and recently began reaching 
out to military members and their families through social 
networking. 

One event, now common in military family life — that 
also can be largely misunderstood — is a service member’s 
redeployment home. Navy Lt. Cmdr. Dana Lee, a psychologist 
in reintegration and deployment health at DCoE in Silver 
Spring, Md., recently took part in a Facebook chat with 
families about how to give service members a smooth 
transition back into their home life. 

People often have unrealistic views of how a 
redeployment will be, Lee told me in a follow-up interview. 
“A lot of people think of it as a series of positive events,” she 
said. “You’re reunited with your family and friends, you’re 
going back to your favorite restaurants and activities.” 

But returning to the routine of home life after war also 
can be a “period of extended stressors,” she added. “There are 
expectations that come with coming back. When you’re 
deployed, you’re focused on mission completion. There are 
different routines at home.” 

A lot of things happen in the months that a service 
member is away, Lee explained. The kids have grown and 
changed, maybe the house is different, there may be a new car, 
and the couple’s relationship may have changed. 

Many couples – or one member of the couple – may want 
to dash off to Disney World or throw a big party or family 
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reunion for what many see as the ultimate celebration. But 
some redeploying service members may need down time to 
decompress, Lee said. 

Communication is key to understanding what the service 
member wants and needs, Lee said. “Include your service 
member in the planning process so they can have a say in what 
is happening,” she said. 

While some reintegrated troops are ready for a big 
welcome-home party, some may be exhausted or 
overwhelmed by that, Lee said. “Some people when they just 
get back, all they want to do is catch up on their sleep,” she 
said. “Some may sleep 20 hours a day for a few days just to 
catch up. 

“The service member may be thinking, ‘I just want to get 
the basics done: relax, sleep, have a good burger.’” 

Reintegration should be viewed as a process, rather than a 
timed event, Lee said. There is no set time in which a service 
member should feel fully acclimated, she said. 

Reintegration affects the whole family, Lee said, and 
family members should understand that it is OK to spend time 
apart. “It’s OK to look at your routines and do what you need 
to do for yourselves,” she said. 

Families should talk about the changes openly and, if a 
service member is deployed, start the conversation then. “The 
conversation should not start as soon as the service member 
gets back,” she said. 

It is common for troops to have disagreements or 
flashbacks as they reintegrate, Lee said. Some signs that a 
service member may need professional help with reintegration 
is if he or she has excessive anger, depression, symptoms of 
post-traumatic stress, is using illegal drugs or misusing 
prescription drugs, or drinking alcohol excessively, she said. 

“It goes back to functioning,” Lee said. “If you notice 
increased anger and it’s really not the same person you knew 
before deployment, and the anger is impacting family 
relationships, or if they are isolating themselves,” then it may 
be time to reach out to a counselor or clergy members, she 
said. 

“We know that when you break your leg, you’re going 
seek treatment,” Lee said. “But it’s also vital that people with 
invisible wounds seek help, too.” 

 
Navy SERE: 50 Years of Returning Home With Honor 

by Xander Gamble and Todd Frantom from Navy Live, 
July 2 

The Navy’s Survival, Evasion, Resistance, and Escape 
(SERE) program is a life-saving course established in May 
1962 designed to provide the necessary knowledge, skill sets 
and methods of survival for evading enemy capture, resisting 
exploitation, and escape from captivity. It provides tactics, 
techniques and procedures to live within the obligations of the 
Code of Conduct and adhere to the highest standards of 
personal and professional integrity to return home with honor. 

The recent celebration to honor the 50th anniversary 
brought in both current and past SERE instructors, with some 
from the 1960′s era, as well as former prisoners of war, and 
the most recent graduating class. Petty Officers Xander 
Gamble and Todd Frantom went to Kittery to cover the 
ceremony and share this personal perspective. 

Every once in a while, you get an opportunity to sit and 
talk with someone that really amazes you, really gives you 

goosebumps. Petty Officer Todd Frantom and I had the 
opportunity today to sit down and hear the story of a true 
American hero: Retired U.S. Navy Commander Robert S. 
Fant, Jr. 

Fant enlisted in the U.S. Naval Reserve in December of 
1960, and went active duty in January of 1961. He started his 
career as a Yeoman on the aircraft carrier USS Yorktown, but 
then he went to Officer Candidate School and eventually 
became a Radar Intercept Officer (RIO). 

On July 25, 1968, as a Lieutenant, he was forced to eject 
over a North Vietnam rice field and was taken as a Prisoner of 
War (POW). 

For almost five years, Fant lived in a Prisoner of War 
camp in Vietnam in terrible conditions. Sixteen of those 
months, he was listed as Missing in Action. He was not 
released until March of 1973, with 591 other POWs. 

When he returned to the United States, and was debriefed, 
Fant continued his service, and signed on to be the SERE 
training officer from 1974 to 1977. Much of the course that 
involves resisting interrogation is based off his personal 
experience. 

After he retired from active duty military service in 1980, 
Fant went back to work as a civilian for another 20 years. He 
told me that the SERE training program is one of two 
programs that help produce what he believes to be the best 
Americans he knows. 

His is only one of many stories that I had the opportunity 
to hear while I was here. But every story showed just how 
great a program SERE is for our warfighting Sailors. The tools 
they learn, they hope never to have to use in a real-life 
scenario, but every single one of them feels that, if it came 
down to it, anybody that has been through the course is 
prepared to “return home with honor.” It is, in part, knowing 
and living the military code of conduct that helps them get 
through whatever circumstance they may end up in. 

View Code Of Conduct (JPG) 
When talking to them, they all felt that Article VI was the 

most important part of the code of conduct to them. That they 
will never forget that they are Americans, and that they are 
responsible for their actions. That is why they fight to, as the 
school is appropriately named, survive, evade, resist, and 
escape; so that they can return home with honor. Ultimately, 
that was the biggest thing they talked about. 

Sitting with these heroes, hearing their stories, and seeing 
what I have seen, I know that I have come away with a much 
greater respect for the training that this school provides my 
fellow Sailors and Marines. 

View Video & Graphics 
 
U.S. Navy Partnerships: An International Maritime 

Force from Navy Live, June 28 
“The Combined Maritime Forces mission is important 

from both a national and international perspective. Continuing 
to develop our collaborative and interoperable maritime 
security role in the region is crucial.” - Royal Navy 
Commodore Simon Ancona, Combined Maritime Forces 
Deputy Commander 

Combined Maritime Forces (CMF) was established in 
February 2002 and is a naval partnership consisting of 26 
nations. CMF’s mission is to promote security, stability and 
prosperity across 2.5 million square miles of international 
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waters in the Middle East, which encompasses some of the 
world’s most important shipping lanes. It is comprised of three 
combined task forces (CTF) — 150, 151 and 152 — 
conducting maritime security operations (MSO) in accordance 
with international law and relevant United Nations Security 
Council Resolutions. 

CMF is commanded by U.S. Navy Vice Adm. John 
Miller, who also serves as Commander, U.S Naval Forces 
Central Command/U.S. 5th Fleet. The deputy commander is 
Commodore Simon Ancona, Royal Navy, who also serves as 
the United Kingdom Maritime Component Commander 
(UKMCC). CMF is co-located with U.S Naval Forces Central 
Command/U.S. 5th Fleet headquarters in Bahrain. 

Combined Task Force (CTF) 150 (Maritime Security) 

 CTF 150’s mission is to promote maritime security in 
order to counter terrorist acts and related illegal 
activities, which terrorists use to fund or conceal their 
movements. 

 Pakistan is currently in command of CTF 150. It has 
previously been commanded by the U.S., the U.K., 
Australia, France, Netherlands, Canada, Germany 
and Spain. 

Combined Task Force (CTF) 151 (Counter-piracy) 

 CTF 151 was established in January 2009 to deter, 
disrupt and suppress piracy; protect maritime vessels 
of any nationality; and secure freedom of navigation 
for the benefit of all. 

 The task force encourages use of the internationally 
recognized counter-piracy ‘Best Management 
Practices,’ version 4 (BMP4), issued by the shipping 

industry, which provides shipmasters and their crews 
the best possible methods of avoiding pirate attacks. 

 All activities and operations of CTF 151 are 
performed in conjunction with the North Atlantic 
Treaty Organization (NATO) and the European 
Union Naval Force Somalia (EU NAVFOR). CTF 
151 also works closely with regional partners to 
ensure commercial shippers can operate freely while 
transiting through the region’s international waters. 

Combined Task Force (CTF) 152 (Gulf Maritime 
Security) 

 CTF 152 operates in the Arabian Gulf. It conducts 
MSO in conjunction with Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC) partners in order to prevent destabilizing 
activities. 

 Kuwait is currently in command of CTF 152. It has 
previously been commanded by Bahrain, UAE, U.S., 
U.K., Australia and Italy. 

Facts & Figures 

 The pirates’ operating area extends east from the 
Somali coast towards the west coast of India, or 
approximately 2.45 million square nautical miles. 

 In 2009, 45 vessels were reported as pirated. That 
number decreased to 22 vessels in 2011. 

 Some CMF nations complete four to six months of 
duty commanding one of the three CTFs. Others 
provide a senior naval representative to represent 
their country at CMF. 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Greenert Accepts New Attack Sub Mississippi 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 02 MAY 12) ... Michael Melia 

GROTON, Conn. — The chief of Naval operations accepted a new attack submarine on behalf of the U.S. military Wednesday 
and praised the builders for delivering it a year ahead of schedule and under budget. 

 
2. EB, Base Helping Navy Dominate Undersea, Admiral Says 
Greenert accepts USS Mississippi during yard tour 
(NORWICH (CT) BULLETIN 02 MAY 12) ... James Mosher 

GROTON, Conn. — One of the Navy’s top officers formally took receipt of an Electric Boat Corp.-built submarine Wednesday 
during a visit in which the value of the manufacturer and the nearby submarine station was extolled. 

 
3. LCS Independence Arrives At Its San Diego Home 
(NAVY TIMES 02 MAY 12) ... Gidget Fuentes 

NAVAL BASE SAN DIEGO — Led through San Diego Bay by a water-spraying tugboat, the littoral combat ship Independence 
pulled up to its berth at its new home along Pier 5 on Wednesday. 

 
4. NAS Jacksonville Earns President's Excellence Award 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 02 MAY 12) ... Defense Media Activity Pentagon Bureau 

ARLINGTON, Va. -- Naval Air Station (NAS) Jacksonville, Fla., received the Commander in Chief's Annual Award for 
Installation Excellence during a ceremony at the Pentagon May 2. 

 

CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
5. Gen. Martin Dempsey: Afghan Strategy Made 'Hard Slog' Inevitable 
(US NEWS & WORLD REPORT 01 MAY 12) ... John T. Bennett 

The war in Afghanistan has dragged on for nearly a decade in large part because Washington has employed a strategy that 
necessitated a "hard slog," America's top general said Tuesday. "It's taking so long because we're trying to do it right," Joint Chiefs 
Chairman Gen. Martin Dempsey told a forum in Washington. 

 
6. USS Simpson Concludes Participation In Saharan Express 2012 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 02 MAY 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist Seaman Brian T. Glunt, Commander, U.S. Naval Forces 
Europe-Commander, U.S. Naval Forces Africa/Commander, U.S. 6th Fleet Public Affairs 

USS SIMPSON, At Sea -- Sailors aboard the guided-missile frigate USS Simpson (FFG 56) concluded their participation in 
exercise Saharan Express 2012 while underway off the coast of West Africa, April 30. 

 
7. U.S. Remains Committed To All Four Phases Of European Phased Adaptive Approach 
(DEFENSE DAILY 03 MAY 12) ... Pat Host 

The United States remains committed to all four phases of the European Phased Adaptive Approach to missile defense and will 
not accept limits in capabilities and locations of these systems, according to top State and Defense Department officials. 

 
8. Pilot Makes Emergency Landing At Victoria Airport After Striking Bird In Flight 
(VICTORIA (TX) ADVOCATE 02 MAY 12) 

A Navy airplane made an emergency landing Wednesday morning after striking a bird in the air. 
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GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
9. China Defense Minister To Visit U.S. 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 02 MAY 12) 

WASHINGTON — Chinese Defense Minister Liang Guanglie will visit the United States next week to meet his U.S. counterpart 
Leon Panetta as the two nations seek to shore up testy relations, officials said Wednesday. 

 
10. Admiral Says China Can Destroy Destroyers 
(WASHINGTON TIMES 02 MAY 12) ... Miles Yu 

The Navy’s next-generation warship, the 15,000-ton Zumwalt-class destroyer, is no good and can be destroyed by Chinese fishing 
boats armed with explosives, according to a leading Chinese military commentator, People’s Liberation Army Rear Adm. Zhang 
Zhaozhong. 

 
11. Taiwan Sets Up Airborne Unit For Spratlys 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 02 MAY 12) 

Taipei - Taiwan's defence ministry said Wednesday that it has formed a special airborne unit capable of scrambling to the 
contested Spratly islands in just hours, as tensions in the South China Sea mounted. 

 
12. Philippines Seeks U.S. Aid To Build Up Military 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 02 MAY 12) ... Matthew Pennington 

WASHINGTON — The Philippines is asking for more U.S. military hardware and says it’s in Washington’s strategic interest to 
help. 

 
13. Australia Delays Buying Lockheed Jets 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 03 MAY 12) ... Enda Curran 

SYDNEY—Australia will delay some purchases of Lockheed Martin Corp.-made F-35 Joint Strike Fighter jets as part of an 
aggressive plan to return a budget surplus ahead of an election scheduled for 2013. 

 
14. Adelaide's Submarine Industry Balances On $214 Million Defence White Paper Study 
(ADELAIDE ADVERTISER (AUSTRALIA) 03 MAY 12) 

The Federal Government will conduct a White Paper study into the future of Australia's submarine defence capability. Picture: 
Bill Louys/Department of Defence Source: Supplied 

 
15. Saudi Arabia Warns Iran Over Gulf Islands, Bahrain 
(REUTERS 02 MAY 12) ... Asma Alsharif 

RIYADH - Saudi Arabia repeated on Wednesday that it would not tolerate threats to the Gulf Arab states' sovereignty, the latest 
warning to Iran after President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad's visit to an island claimed by both Tehran and the United Arab Emirates. 

 
16. Israel To Take Delivery Of 4th German Submarine 
Defense delegation arrives in Germany ahead of delivery of Dolphin-class sub, rumored to be capable of 
carrying nukes. 
(JERUSALEM POST 02 MAY 12) ... Yaakov Katz 

A defense delegation arrived in Germany on Wednesday ahead of the planned delivery of Israel’s fourth Dolphin-class 
submarine, widely rumored to be capable of carrying nuclear weapons. 

 
17. Denmark Wants More Countries To Accept Pirates 
Denmark in Talks With Tanzaania, Mauritius To Get Help With Proscuting Pirates 
(COPENHAGEN BERLINGSKE (DENMARK) 02 MAY 12) ... Pia Glud Munksgaard 

Denmark at this moment is negotiating with two new countries to try in an effort to get them to accept some of the suspected 
pirates whom Denmark is currently holding. 

 
18. Typhoons Set For Olympic Exercise 
(UK PRESS ASSOCIATION 02 MAY 12) 

RAF Typhoon jets arrived at an air base in London on Wednesday ahead of a major military exercise to test security for the 
Olympic Games. 
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PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
19. Navy, Coast Guard Fighting Spirit Highlights Opening Of 2012 Warrior Games 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 02 MAY 12) ... Lt. Matt Fallon and Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Katherine Hoffman, Chief of 
Naval Personnel Public Affairs 

COLORADO SPRINGS, Colo. -- Team Navy/Coast Guard kicked off the competition at the 2012 Warrior Games by 
participating in cycling events at the U.S. Air Force Academy, May 1. 

 
20. Navy Hospital Corpsmen Support 2012 Warrior Games 
(DVIDS 02 MAY 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Katherine Hofman 

Four Navy corpsmen were hand-picked for the special opportunity to provide medical care for the warrior athletes of Team 
Navy/Coast Guard competing in the 2012 Warrior Games held in Colorado Springs, Colo., May 1-5. 

 
21. Sailors Reminded To Obtain DoD Self Service Logon 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 02 MAY 12) ... Chief of Naval Personnel Public Affairs 

WASHINGTON -- All Sailors serving on active duty must obtain a Department of Defense (DoD) Self-service (DS) Logon by 
Nov. 8, 2013, according to NAVADMIN 148/12, released May 1. 

 
22. The Blue Angels' New 'Boss' Is Living His Childhood Dream 
Flight team honors new commander 
(PENSACOLA NEWS JOURNAL 01 MAY 12) ... Rob Johnson 

No matter the Blue Angels’ lead pilot’s official rank or branch of service, the informal title is always the “Boss.” 
 

23. For U.S. Navy Reserve Sailor, Part-Time Job Is Harder Than Full-Time Work 
(WTVR CBS RICHMOND 02 MAY 12) ... Greg McQuade 

HENRICO, Va. -- Did you ever have a side job working in retail or a restaurant to make a little extra money? 
 

24. USS Halsey Sailor On Her Brisbane Visit 
(ABC BRISBANE (AUSTRALIA) 03 MAY 12) ... Terri Begley 

It's not often even journalists are granted access to look inside working naval vessel - especially one that doesn't belong to us. 
 

FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
25. Navy's Most Senior Officer Says He Supports Two Boats Per Year 
(NEW LONDON DAY 02 MAY 12) ... Jennifer McDermott 

GROTON — While visiting Electric Boat Wednesday, the Navy’s senior officer reaffirmed that he wants the service to buy two 
submarines a year. 

 
26. USS North Dakota Submarine To Be World’s Most Advanced 
(FARGO INFORUM 02 MAY 12) ... Helmut Schmidt 

FARGO – When the USS North Dakota deploys in 2014, it will be the most advanced submarine in the world, its executive 
officer says. 

 
27. Panel Gears Up For Defense Bill 
(POLITICO 02 MAY 12) ... Austin Wright 

In what’s become an annual rite of spring, the House Armed Services Committee is preparing to set the parameters for defense 
spending and lay out the new priorities for a downsized military. 

 
28. McKeon Looks To Governors To Drum Up Sequestration Opposition 
(THE HILL 02 MAY 12) ... Jeremy Herb 

A group of governors was successful enough at pushing back against the Pentagon’s proposed cuts to the Air National Guard that 
House Armed Services Committee Chairman Buck McKeon (R-Calif.) now wants to enlist them to fight sequestration. 

 
29. Federal Budget Won't Affect Huntington Ingalls In Near Term, CEO Says 
(PASCAGOULA (MS) PRESS 02 MAY 12) ... April M. Havens 

NEWPORT NEWS, Virginia -- After operating as an independent company for more than a year, Huntington Ingalls Industries 
Inc. on Wednesday held its first annual shareholders meeting in Virginia. 
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30. U.S. Releases F-35 To Japan: DSCA 
(DEFENSE NEWS 02 MAY 12) ... Wendell Minnick 

TAIPEI, Taiwan — The U.S. Defense Security Cooperation Agency (DSCA) notified Congress on April 30 of a possible $10 
billion foreign military sale to Japan for an initial four F-35A Joint Strike Fighter Conventional Take-Off and Landing (CTOL) 
aircraft with an option for an additional 38 F-35 CTOL aircraft. 

 
31. Bridge To Poseidon 
C4 upgrade to the P-3C's connectivity will smooth transition to the P-8A 
(SEAPOWER MAGAZINE MAY 2012) ... Richard R. Burgess 

The Navy's first operational P-3C Orion squadron equipped with an upgrade to command, control, communication and computers 
(C4) capabilities is working up with its modified aircraft in preparation for an upcoming deployment. 

 
32. Navy Wants To Hide Aircraft From Heat-Seeking Missiles 
(INNOVATION NEWS DAILY 02 MAY 12) 

Whether it's a shoulder-fired missile targeting a cargo plane or an air-to-air missile chasing down a fighter jet, the U.S. Navy 
wants a better way to help military pilots survive possibly lethal encounters. A cloud of tiny particles to mask an aircraft's jet engine 
exhaust from heat-seeking missiles could do the trick. 

 
33. Panetta Touts Pentagon Investments In Green Energy 
(NATIONAL DEFENSE 02 MAY 12) ... Sandra Erwin 

The Defense Department sees climate change and rising oil prices as national security concerns, and intends to play a leading role 
in the nation’s energy future, said Defense Secretary Leon E. Panetta. 

 
34. Nitze's Supply Department Supports Green Initiative 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 02 MAY 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Jeff Atherton, Enterprise Carrier Strike Group 
Public Affairs 

USS NITZE, At Sea -- Sailors assigned to guided-missile destroyer USS Nitze's (DDG 94) Supply department are doing their part 
to improve energy efficiency while underway during the ship's current deployment. 

 

BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
35. Admiral William McRaven Speaks At Gala To Raise Money For Returning Texas Veterans 
(UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS DAILY TEXAN 02 MAY 12) ... Alexa Ura 

A year after he led the mission to apprehend Osama bin Laden, Adm. William H. McRaven returned to his alma mater to 
advocate for legal assistance for returning service women and men. 

 
36. Olympians Get Schooled By Navy SEALs | 
(CNN 02 MAY 12) ... Kyra Phillips 

Well, Olympians, they are the best of the best. Elite athletes who are mentally tough, too. Insanely in shape, and they would be 
better with the London summer Olympics less than three months away, no wonder so many of them are taking their training to hell 
and back in their quest for the gold. 

 
37. Navy Leader Recruits 
(KXMB CBS BISMARCK (ND) 02 MAY 12) 

Minot native, Vice Admiral of the Naval Academy, Michael Miller encouraged high school students to consider attending the 
United States Naval Academy in Maryland today. 

 
38. Navy Could Enroll In Energy-Savings Program 
(SAN DIEGO DAILY TRANSCRIPT 02 MAY 12) ... Tierney Plumb 

The Navy is in talks with San Diego Gas & Electric to determine the best way to reduce its energy consumption as the San Onofre 
power plant remains idle. 

 
39. NEPA Planning For Guam Realignment Roadmap Adjustment 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 02 MAY 12) ... Joint Guam Program Office 

WASHINGTON -- The Department of Defense, in a joint statement with the Government of Japan announced April 26 that they 
have agreed to adjustments in the 2006 Realignment Roadmap Agreement to relocate U.S. Marine Corps forces from Okinawa, Japan 
to Guam. 
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NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
40. U.S. Delegation Marks WWII Anniversary In Australia 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 03 MAY 12) 

CANBERRA, Australia — A U.S. Cabinet secretary and Navy vice admiral have joined Australians in commemorating the 70th 
anniversary of the Battle of the Coral Sea, which began turning the tide of World War II in the Pacific. 

 
41. Astronaut Mark Kelly To Speak At Flight Academy Opening 
(PENSACOLA NEWS JOURNAL 02 MAY 12) ... Rob Johnson 

The National Flight Academy has landed a prestigious speaker for its May 11 opening ceremony and snagged a luxurious 
consumer brand as its first corporate customer. 

 
42. Norfolk Towing Company Settles Lawsuit With Department Of Justice 
(NEWPORT NEWS DAILY PRESS 02 MAY 12) 

A Norfolk-based towing company has agreed to settle a lawsuit with the U.S. Department of Justice, the federal agency 
announced Tuesday. 

 

OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
43. Defense Procurement Problems Won’t Go Away 
Defense procurement system may be boring, but we ignore it at our own expense 
(WASHINGTON POST 03 MAY 12) ... Walter Pincus 

In June 1986, after a year-long investigation, then-President Ronald Reagan’s Blue Ribbon Commission on Defense Management 
— later known as the Packard Commission — filed a final report. 

 
44. Buying Land Around Sub Base A Good Investment 
(NORWICH (CT) BULLETIN 02 MAY 12) ... Editorial 

When former Gov. M. Jodi Rell and then-Secretary of the Navy Ray Mabus signed a “partnership agreement” in 2009 allowing 
the state to make financial contributions for infrastructure improvements at the Groton submarine base, it was unclear how such an 
arrangement could benefit the state and protect the base from being targeted in future base closing rounds. 

 
45. More Mississippians Should Crew New USS Mississippi 
(JACKSON (MS) CLARION-LEDGER 02 MAY 12) ... Charlie Mitchell 

OXFORD — In a month, the Navy will take delivery (civilian term) of one heck-of-a-boat, a Virginia Class nuclear attack 
submarine. The commissioning (military term) of the USS Mississippi will take place in Pascagoula on June 2. It should be quite a 
spectacle. 

 

BBLLOOGGSS::  
46. EXCERPTS FROM BLOGS AROUND THE WORLD 
(PUBLISHED 23 APR – 26 APR 12) 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Greenert Accepts New Attack Sub Mississippi 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 02 MAY 12) ... Michael Melia 

GROTON, Conn. — The chief of Naval operations 
accepted a new attack submarine on behalf of the U.S. military 
Wednesday and praised the builders for delivering it a year 
ahead of schedule and under budget. 

On a visit to the Groton shipyard of Electric Boat, Adm. 
Jonathan Greenert described the construction of Virginia-class 
attack submarines as "probably our best program out there." 

Greenert also toured the submarine, which will be 
commissioned as the Mississippi in June, and pinned 
submarine badges known as "dolphins" on crew members’ 
uniforms. 

The Mississippi is the ninth of the Virginia-class 
submarines, which are built in partnership between Groton-
based Electric Boat and Huntington Ingalls Industries-
Newport News Shipbuilding in Virginia at a cost of about $2.6 
billion each. 

"This company, this shipbuilding team, between here and 
down in Newport News, are giving us submarines earlier 
every time," Greenert said. 

It was a proud moment for a submarine community that 
still faces clouds of uncertainty as the Pentagon looks to trim 
costs. 

Since the administration of President Obama raised the 
specter of a new round of base closings in January, officials 
including the governor have been mobilizing to protect the 
Naval Submarine Base in Groton, which was nearly closed in 
2005. U.S. Rep. Joe Courtney, a Democrat who accompanied 
Greenert on the tour, said it looks like no such process will 
take place this year but officials need to remain vigilant. 

"I feel very strongly that we’ve got a very powerful case 
in terms of the synergy with EB, among others, that this is a 

base that really should be of enduring value," Courtney told 
reporters. 

Asked for his perspective on how the Groton base might 
fare before a Base Realignment and Closure Commission, 
Greenert was more reserved. 

"It’s hard to say when you say you’re going to have a 
BRAC round. It’s a very deliberate process," the four-star 
admiral said. Still, he said the base has added value as a 
training center for the submarine force. "A lot of people don’t 
talk about that piece of it." 

The Navy has also proposed pushing back the 
construction timetable for a new class of ballistic missile 
submarines to replace the aging Ohio-class submarines, which 
form part of the U.S. nuclear deterrence strategy. The 
military’s latest budget delays procurement of the first sub by 
two years until fiscal year 2012 — a decision that Greenert 
said is driven partly by budget considerations. 

Engineers already are working on the design for the Ohio 
replacements at Electric Boat, a division of General Dynamics 
Corp., and Greenert said he discussed the proposed delay with 
company executives. 

"We need to look at it closely and make sure what we’re 
doing is right and is sustainable, and right now I think it is," he 
said. 

Construction of the Mississippi began in February 2007, 
and it took just over five years to complete — roughly two 
years less than the first submarine in the class. It will be 
commissioned on June 2 in a ceremony in Pascagoula, Miss. 

Greenert said the efforts of local contractors and Sailors 
helped the Navy to dominate "the undersea domain." 

"We do have the best submarine force in the world," he 
said. 

Return to Index 
 

2. EB, Base Helping Navy Dominate Undersea, Admiral Says 
Greenert accepts USS Mississippi during yard tour 
(NORWICH (CT) BULLETIN 02 MAY 12) ... James Mosher 

GROTON, Conn. — One of the Navy’s top officers 
formally took receipt of an Electric Boat Corp.-built 
submarine Wednesday during a visit in which the value of the 
manufacturer and the nearby submarine station was extolled. 

“We continue to dominate the undersea domain and will 
in the future,” Chief of Naval Operations Adm. Jonathan 
Greenert during a dockside press conference at Electric Boat’s 
Groton shipyard. He expressed support for plans for EB to 
continue building two submarines per year but budget 
constraints are a reality, the admiral noted. 

“We’re comfortable now but we’ll need to be vigilant,” 
Greenert said, flanked by U.S. Rep. Joe Courtney, D-2nd 
District, and EB President Kevin Poitras. Wednesday was 
Poitras’ first day as president. His predecessor, John Casey, 
who was promoted to the General Dynamics Corp. vice 
presidency of the division that oversees EB, was in the 
audience. 

“His remarks have energized our entire workforce,” 
Poitras said of Greenert following a tour of the yard. “We’re 
very proud to have him here.” 

Courtney expressed relief that Congressional committees 
have decided not to take up base closures any further during 
this election year. The Groton base has been designated for 
closure multiple times with the last effort coming six years 
ago. 

“I feel we have a very powerful case that it (the base) 
should be of enduring value,” the congressman said. 

Greenert, who took over his post as operations chief in 
September, spoke in a similar way. 

“It’s our training center,” he said. “That’s important and 
something that’s not talked about very much.” 

In praising EB, Greenert noted the USS Mississippi was 
delivered one year ahead of schedule. It cost $2.6 billion to 
build the ship, which was christened in December. He 
formally took acceptance of the vessel Wednesday. 
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“The shipbuilding team here in and in Newport News 
(Virginia) continue to deliver submarines that are on time and 
under budget,” the admiral said. “It’s probably the best 
program that we have.” 

Wednesday’s event was not open to the public, mostly for 
security reasons. 

The “synergy” between EB and the Navy remains strong, 
others said. Harold Haugeto, EB’s ship manager of the 
Mississippi, and Navy team leader John McGrath held a press 
conference following Greenert’s remarks. 

“It’s a team effort; the shipyard builds them and we test 
them,” McGrath said. “It (the Mississippi) is a tremendous 

achievement. We’re excited to be continuing with this 
program.” 

Personal visits to EB and the base by U.S. Secretary of 
Defense Leon Panetta, who took a tour in November, and 
Greenert are positive symbols, Courtney said. Financial 
contributions to base projects by Connecticut’s state 
government also bode well for the future, he said. 

Broadcast Clip - Greenert Speaks At EB 
(NORWICH BULLETIN 02 MAY 12) James Mosher 
U.S. Chief of Naval Operations Adm. Jonathan Greenert 

speaks during a press conference at Electric Boat Corp.'s 
Groton, CT, shipyard. 

View Clip (RT: 1:23) 
Return to Index 
 

3. LCS Independence Arrives At Its San Diego Home 
(NAVY TIMES 02 MAY 12) ... Gidget Fuentes 

NAVAL BASE SAN DIEGO — Led through San Diego 
Bay by a water-spraying tugboat, the littoral combat ship 
Independence pulled up to its berth at its new home along Pier 
5 on Wednesday. 

Independence, the lead ship in the trimaran hull-variant, is 
the second vessel in the Navy’s Littoral Combat Ship 
program. It’s also the second LCS to arrive at Naval Base San 
Diego, where the Navy plans to base its future fleet of 55 
ships. The first littoral combat ship, Freedom, arrived in San 
Diego in 2010. 

Small contingents of families and friends gathered to 
welcome about 40 members of Independence’s “Gold Crew” 
aboard. A mine countermeasures detachment and sailors with 
Pre-Commissioning Unit Coronado, the next trimaran in the 
class under construction, also attended the arrival. 

Independence left Mayport, Fla., in early April, traveling 
through the Panama Canal with a stop in Manzanillo, Mexico, 
headquarters of Mexico’s Pacific Fleet, for a five-day visit 
before making the final push north to San Diego. 

The “Gold” crew will turn over the ship to the “Blue” 
crew by the end of the week, then take time off before 
resuming training at their new work spaces along the 
waterfront, which includes an LCS ship simulator, said Cmdr. 
Gerald R. “Jerry” Olin, the commanding officer of 
Independence’s “Gold Crew.” 

Olin was proud to hail the ship’s capabilities, which 
includes a triple-hull design and diesel engines that power the 
ship’s four water jets to speeds of 40 miles per hour and more. 

“This is a very good handling ship,” said Olin, who has 
served on multiple combatant ships. “It’s the fastest turning 
ship that I’ve been on.” 

Before entering San Diego’s harbor, Independence sailed 
and maneuvered with Freedom about 15 miles west of Point 
Loma. 

Lt. j.g. James Masterson, the ship’s weapons officer, said 
the ship was going about 30 miles per hour side-by-side with 
Freedom before it pulled a turning maneuver called a “fleur de 
lis.” 

“We can turn on a dime,” said Masterson, 25, of Palm 
Beach, Fla. “It was awesome.” 

With its small crew, everyone on the ship pitches in 
during the twice-daily “sweeper” cleanings, from the CO to 
the third-class petty officer. 

Daily meals whipped up in the ship’s galley can often 
have a familiar, homespun flavor. 

“It’s very intimate,” said Culinary Specialist 1st Class 
(SW) Tenica Nerestant, 36, of Brooklyn, N.Y., one of three 
“Gold” cooks. “You get familiar with the crew, and you know 
what they like and what they don’t like.” 

On today’s menu, a very San Diego treat: Homemade 
pico de gallo salsa and guacamole. 
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4. NAS Jacksonville Earns President's Excellence Award 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 02 MAY 12) ... Defense Media Activity Pentagon Bureau 

ARLINGTON, Va. -- Naval Air Station (NAS) 
Jacksonville, Fla., received the Commander in Chief's Annual 
Award for Installation Excellence during a ceremony at the 
Pentagon May 2. 

The award recognizes the top installations from all the 
service branches. NAS Jacksonville earned the award by 
excelling in areas like safety, quality of life, and 
environmental stewardship. 

"Our customer is the warfighter, and these areas are 
important because that is what is important to the warfighter," 
said Capt. Robert Sanders, NAS Jacksonville's commanding 
officer. 

Safety played a big part in getting Jacksonville recognized 
this year. Earlier in the year, the crew at NAS Jacksonville 

earned the 2011 Navy Safety Excellence Award by handling 
over 77,000 flight operations without any mishaps, 

"In anything we do, safety is number one, and we strive 
hard in our safety program," said Sanders. "We think that 
being proactive in safety is going to make us excel even more. 
You cannot have readiness without safety." 

Through its energy conservation and pollution prevention 
programs the installation also earned the 2011 Secretary of the 
Navy Energy and Water Management Award and the United 
Nations Earth Society's Earth Trustee Award. 

"We have done a number of different things for energy, 
and it's basically a multi-pronged approach," said Sanders. 
"First, it's awareness, and everyone at NAS Jax has the attitude 
to save energy. Second, you have to look at alternative forms 
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of energy. For example, we have a number of electric vehicles, 
and we have probably in the neighborhood of 5,000 solar 
panels at NAS Jax." 

Unit morale and quality of life are some of the criteria the 
Commander in Chief's award looks at. In those areas, NAS 
Jacksonville received praise for its top-rated child 
development center and its robust Morale, Welfare, and 
Recreation (MWR) program. 

"We have an outstanding MWR program," said Sanders. 
"Our customer, once again, is the warfighter - the Sailors and 
their families who live and work on NAS Jax - and it's vital 
that we have a vibrant MWR program." 

The Commander in Chief's Annual Award for Installation 
Excellence started in 1985 under President Ronald Reagan. 
Each service branch conducts its own competition, and the 
Commander in Chief's award recognizes the top installation 
from each service. 
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CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
5. Gen. Martin Dempsey: Afghan Strategy Made 'Hard Slog' Inevitable 
(US NEWS & WORLD REPORT 01 MAY 12) ... John T. Bennett 

The war in Afghanistan has dragged on for nearly a 
decade in large part because Washington has employed a 
strategy that necessitated a "hard slog," America's top general 
said Tuesday. "It's taking so long because we're trying to do it 
right," Joint Chiefs Chairman Gen. Martin Dempsey told a 
forum in Washington. 

Dempsey's description of "doing it right" means U.S. 
officials have insisted on building government institutions and 
security forces that can make Afghanistan a self-sufficient 
nation after U.S. and NATO forces leave in 2014. 

The other option when U.S. forces were first deployed 
there in late 2001 was to go after Taliban and al Qaeda forces 
with so much indiscriminate force that the nation would have 
been leveled. 

"That's not who we are," Dempsey said as President 
Obama was landing in Kabul on a secret trip to sign a U.S.-
Afghan long-term security pact. Obama is slated to address the 
nation at 7:30 p.m. Tuesday from Bagram Air Base, just 
outside Kabul. 

Obama's secretive trip and Dempsey's assessment of the 
U.S. strategy came on the same day the Pentagon released its 
latest report on the Afghan conflict. That assessment pointed 
to progress with things like building Afghanistan's military, 
but it also bluntly states "acute" challenges remain. 

"The mission in Afghanistan ... faces long-term 
challenges. The insurgency draws strength from safe haven 

and support from within Pakistan and garners popular support 
by exploiting areas where the Afghan government has failed to 
provide sufficient governance, rule of law, and economic 
opportunities," the Pentagon report states. "Afghan 
government progress toward key governance and development 
initiatives remains critical for the sustainability of security 
gains." 

Dempsey called the U.S.-Pakistani relationship among the 
most complicated of Washington's many global partnerships, 
saying he is concerned about "a lot of misunderstandings and 
mistrust." 

U.S. officials have been "up front" with their Pakistani 
counterparts about the ongoing ability of Taliban, al Qaeda 
and other groups to set up shop in northwest Pakistan near the 
Afghan border. From there, they are able to plan and train for 
operations to thwart Washington's efforts in Afghanistan. 

U.S. commanders have made clear they want Pakistan to 
do more to take out these anti-Western elements, and that a 
major campaign against them will unfold over the next few 
months in eastern Afghanistan. 

"As a result of insurgent safe havens within Pakistan ... as 
well as financial and operational support from various outside 
sources," states the Pentagon report, "the security situation in 
eastern Afghanistan remains volatile." 
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6. USS Simpson Concludes Participation In Saharan Express 2012 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 02 MAY 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist Seaman Brian T. Glunt, Commander, U.S. Naval Forces 
Europe-Commander, U.S. Naval Forces Africa/Commander, U.S. 6th Fleet Public Affairs 

USS SIMPSON, At Sea -- Sailors aboard the guided-
missile frigate USS Simpson (FFG 56) concluded their 
participation in exercise Saharan Express 2012 while 
underway off the coast of West Africa, April 30. 

Saharan Express, one of four express series exercises, 
focused on improving communications and building 
relationships of West African countries to counter common 
maritime threats. Navies, coast guards and army paramedic 
teams from 12 countries gathered in Dakar, Senegal, April 23, 
to kick off the maritime training and exercises with a press 
conference and pre-sail conference, introducing the 10 ship 
commanders and participants. 

"The main role of Simpson was to work with the other 
countries to provide a platform for them to train on, evaluate 
how they progressed during training and submit feed back," 

said Ensign Kevin Mullin, Simpson's boarding officer. "It was 
a really good learning experience to work with the other 
nations, I think they definitely got something out of it too." 

The 12 nations that participated in the second Saharan 
Express are Cape Verde, represented by CV Guardiao; France, 
represented by FS Tonnere; The Gambia, represented by GNS 
Taipai; Cote d'Ivoire; Liberia; Mauritania, represented by 
Limam Elhadrami; Morocco, represented by RMN Bir 
Anzarane; Senegal, represented by SN Popnguine, SN Ex 
Conejera and SN Baye Sogul; Sierra Leone; Spain, 
represented by ESPS Vencedorea; the United Kingdom 
represented by HMS Dauntless, and the United States, 
represented by USS Simpson. 

During this year's Saharan Express, Simpson acted as a 
target ship while crewmembers set up different scenarios of 
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illegal fishing, illicit drug trafficking and first aid medical 
response for the other nation's visit, board, search and seizure 
(VBSS) teams to board and treat the exercise as they would in 
an actual situation. 

"Back in Dakar, the idea of the training was to cross train 
with our African partners on medical topics that VBSS teams 
may have to put in effect during a boarding," said Hospital 
Corpsman 1st Class (FMF) Christopher Tilley, Simpson's 
Saharan Express medical training mentor. "We had the 
Senegalese army paramedics actually instructing the training. 
They did a very good job. They were concise. They were clear 
with their instruction and the African nations really walked out 
of it with the point of the training." 

While medical and boarding training was conducted in 
Dakar, Senegal, the Counternarcotics and Maritime Security 
(COSMAR) interagency operations center in Praia, Cape 
Verde controlled the underway portion. 

Saharan Express is one of four regional maritime 
exercises in Africa, an international security cooperation 
initiative facilitated by Commander, U.S. Naval Forces 

Europe-Africa, aimed at strengthening global maritime 
partnerships through training and collaborative activities to 
improve maritime safety and security in Africa. 

Simpson, prior to Saharan Express 2012, also participated 
in a community relations (COMREL) project in Praia, Cape 
Verde where crewmembers volunteered to paint two 
classrooms and visit students at the elementary school Escola 
Lavadoura. 

"We got out there to show that we are doing more than 
just helping with maritime enforcement. The kids at the school 
got to see us go in and help them out," said Culinary Specialist 
1st Class Richard Williford, a volunteer at the COMREL. "We 
all got to hang out with the kids and play soccer. It was great. 
Without that participation at the school, the children really 
wouldn't have known why we were there." 

Simpson, an Oliver Hazard Perry-class guided-missile 
frigate homeported out of Mayport, Fla., continues to conduct 
theater security cooperation and maritime security operations 
in the U.S. Naval Forces Africa area of responsibility. 
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7. U.S. Remains Committed To All Four Phases Of European Phased Adaptive Approach 
(DEFENSE DAILY 03 MAY 12) ... Pat Host 

The United States remains committed to all four phases of 
the European Phased Adaptive Approach to missile defense 
and will not accept limits in capabilities and locations of these 
systems, according to top State and Defense Department 
officials. 

"We cannot agree to preconditions outlined by the 
Russian government and we cannot agree to any limitations on 
missile defense deployment," State Department Special Envoy 
for Strategic Stability and Missile Defense Ellen Tauscher told 
reporters yesterday during a conference call. "We are able to 
agree, however, on a political statement that our missile 
defenses are not directed at Russia." 

Tauscher and Assistant Secretary of Defense for Global 
Strategic Affairs Madelyn Creedon are leading a U.S. 
delegation participating in a Russian Ministry of Defense 
conference on missile defense today and Friday in Moscow. 
Tauscher said there are approximately eight people in the U.S. 
delegation. Approximately 50 countries have sent 
representatives to this meeting, Creedon said. 

"Russia's participation in the European missile defense 
system would result in a more capable system and we could 
combine our missile defense systems in areas where we have 
overlapping capabilities like sensors," Tauscher said. 

Tauscher said it is important that the two nations continue 
talking as Russia is exiting a presidential season and the 
United States is entering one. 

"I wouldn't say we're at a stalemate in any case. We know 
what the areas of concern and questions are, but because many 
of them are technical and some are political, it's important we 
continue these technical and expert conversations moving 
towards the opportunity for cooperation in the future," 
Tauscher said. 

According to a State Department release, the four EPAA 
phases are: 

 Deploying a land-based AN/TPY-2 radar and 
existing Aegis Ballistic Missile Defense- (BMD) 
capable ships equipped with proven SM-3 Block IA 
interceptors for the 2011 timeframe. The United 
States announced in March 2011 the deployment of 
the USS Monterey (CG-61) to the Mediterranean to 
begin a sustained deployment of Aegis BMD-capable 
ships, according a State Department release. 
Raytheon produces the SM-3 missile while Lockheed 
Martin builds the Aegis BMD ships; 

 Deploying a more capable version of the SM-3 
Interceptor (Block IB) and adding a land-based SM-3 
BMD interceptor in Romania in the 2015 timeframe 
to defend against short- and medium-range missile 
threats; 

 Deploying a more advanced SM-3 (Block IIA) 
interceptor and a second land-based SM-3 site in 
Poland in the 2018 timeframe to control short-, 
medium- and intermediate-range missile threats; 

 Deploying the SM-3 Block IIB interceptor in the 
2020 timeframe to enhance the U.S.' ability to 
counter medium- and intermediate-range missiles and 
potential future ICBM threats to the United States 
from the Middle East. 

To allay certain concerns, the State Department said the 
SM-3 interceptors are for defensive purposes only and have no 
offensive capability. The missiles carry no explosive warheads 
of any type, and rely on their kinetic energy to collide with 
and destroy incoming enemy ballistic missile warheads. The 
SM-3 Interceptors based in Romania will not be used for flight 
tests, and will be launched only in defense against an actual 
attack (Defense Daily, Sept. 14, 2011). 
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8. Pilot Makes Emergency Landing At Victoria Airport After Striking Bird In Flight 
(VICTORIA (TX) ADVOCATE 02 MAY 12) 

A Navy airplane made an emergency landing Wednesday 
morning after striking a bird in the air. 

The pilots of a Navy T-34 landed at Victoria Regional 
Airport after the large bird struck the left wing of the plane. 

The bird tore a hole in the plane's wing, Victoria County 
Assistant Fire Chief David Phillips said. 

The pilots, who were flying from the Corpus Christi 
Naval Base, landed safely at the airport. 
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GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
9. China Defense Minister To Visit U.S. 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 02 MAY 12) 

WASHINGTON — Chinese Defense Minister Liang 
Guanglie will visit the United States next week to meet his 
U.S. counterpart Leon Panetta as the two nations seek to shore 
up testy relations, officials said Wednesday. 

"The reason for the visit on Monday is to attempt to 
further strengthen our military relation and contacts with the 
Chinese," said Pentagon spokesman George Little. 

Liang will visit several U.S. military bases, especially a 
naval base in San Diego, the Marine base at Camp Lejeune in 
North Carolina, and an Army base at Fort Benning in South 
Carolina. He will also travel to West Point military academy. 

The United States, which is increasingly worried about 
Beijing's mounting military strength, has been seeking to 
develop ties with the Chinese army to boost cooperation and 
encourage greater transparency. 

In February, China's heir apparent Vice President Xi 
Jinping was welcomed at the Pentagon during an official trip 
to the United States where he was honored with a 19-gun 
salute, a privilege rarely accorded to foreign dignitaries. 

Liang's visit "follows on the heels of Vice President Xi's 
recent visit to the Pentagon and we believe this is an important 
point on the trajectory of increased cooperation with our 
Chinese counterparts," Little added. 

Panetta is also due to make a trip to Beijing soon, 
Pentagon spokesman, Navy Captain John Kirby said. 

"The secretary has been invited and he looks forward to 
visiting Beijing in a not too distant future," he said. 

Military contacts between the two countries were broken 
off by Beijing in early 2010 when Washington unveiled a $6 
billion arms contract with Taiwan, that China claims as its 
territory. 

Contacts were resumed at the end of the year shortly 
before then U.S. defense secretary Robert Gates visited 
Beijing in January 2011. 

Liang's visit comes as the White House promised on 
Friday to give "serious consideration" to selling new U.S. 
fighter jets to Taiwan. 

Secretary of State Hillary Clinton and Treasury Secretary 
Timothy Geithner are also in Beijing for key annual talks this 
week between the United States and China. 

Their visit has been overshadowed by Chinese activist 
Chen Guangcheng who on Wednesday left the U.S. embassy, 
where he had sought protection after fleeing house arrest, 
following a deal with Beijing on his safety. 
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10. Admiral Says China Can Destroy Destroyers 
(WASHINGTON TIMES 02 MAY 12) ... Miles Yu 

The Navy’s next-generation warship, the 15,000-ton 
Zumwalt-class destroyer, is no good and can be destroyed by 
Chinese fishing boats armed with explosives, according to a 
leading Chinese military commentator, People’s Liberation 
Army Rear Adm. Zhang Zhaozhong. 

Adm. Zhang made the remarks April 30 during a 
nationwide broadcast of “Defense Review Weekly,” a 
program on state-run China Central TV. The admiral has been 
the station’s chief military commentator since 1998. 

Zumwalt-class destroyers are one of the Navy’s newest, 
most-advanced and most-expensive vessels. They have a rich 
history of budgetary and technological debates. 

Ultimately, the destroyers survived several Washington 
budget cuts. Three of them are under construction at the Bath 
Iron Works shipyard in Maine; the lead ship, USS Elmo 
Zumwalt DDG-1000, named for former Chief of Naval 
Operations Adm. Elmo R. Zumwalt Jr., is scheduled to be 
completed a year from now. 

The new destroyer will play a significant role in what the 
Navy calls its “mace weapons” that are part of the new 

American military strategy in the Asia-Pacific, especially 
China. 

The strategy will focus on land-attack capabilities in 
littoral battles. It will use some of the most-advanced 
technologies and weapons innovations, including a 
revolutionary stealth design that reduces radar and sonar 
signatures to the lowest level of any destroyers in the world. 

It includes the Advanced Gun System featuring a high-
tech electronic rail gun that is battery powered using 
electromagnetic pulse, and a Peripheral Vertical Launch 
System that will significantly reduce the damage of a missile 
battery explosion. 

China pays close attention to Navy weapons development 
as Beijing regards American naval power as the most 
significant and most tangible military threat to its regional and 
global ambitions. 

For the past several years, China has engaged in fierce 
oceanic and littoral disputes with almost all of its neighbors 
with shorelines. It is a rare day that passes without some 
mention of the U.S. Navy and its role in the South China, East 
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China and the Yellow seas in a potential future battle scenario 
with the Chinese navy. 

In his remarks, Adm. Zhang acknowledged the 
technological prowess of the Zumwalt destroyer but stated that 
he believes it represents a weakness, rather than strength, 
because the ship “places all eggs in one basket” of making 
various technologies vulnerable and unwieldy to design and 
operate. 

“I can send several dozen small fishing boats loaded with 
explosives, floating and wobbly in the water, inching toward 
the Zumwalt, place the explosives onto its hulls [and] blow 
many holes in the hull. It will be finished then. The Zumwalt 
is no good!” the admiral remarked with his signature 
optimism. 

Widely known as China’s “Adm. Gaffe,” Adm. Zhang is 
a chief weapons specialist and strategist for the Chinese navy, 
currently serving as a professor at the Chinese military’s 
Defense University. 

The most famous military face on Chinese national TV 
for the past decade, Adm. Zhang frequently entertains the 
nation with consistent miscalculations and wacky predictions. 

He asserted that the U.S. would never attack Saddam 
Hussein for fear of getting mired in a Stalingrad-like “people’s 
war” in Baghdad. That was the day before the assault started 
in 2003. 

He assured the Chinese nation hours before Libyan 
dictator Moammar Gadhafi’s demise that Libyan rebels failed 
to locate Gaddafi’s hiding place. 

And one day before North Korea’s failed satellite launch 
April 14, the admiral announced on Chinese national 
television that North Korean leader Kim Jong-un would have 
an “80 percent probability of a launch success.” 

Two weeks ago, Adm. Zhang predicted India had only a 
60 percent probability of success in launching the Agni-5 
ICBM. A couple of days later, India launched the rocket, 
which was reported to be a 100 percent success. 

Return to Index 
 

11. Taiwan Sets Up Airborne Unit For Spratlys 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 02 MAY 12) 

Taipei - Taiwan's defence ministry said Wednesday that it 
has formed a special airborne unit capable of scrambling to the 
contested Spratly islands in just hours, as tensions in the South 
China Sea mounted. 

The unit has been set up under a plan named "airborne 
fast response and maritime support" which was unveiled for 
the first time in a report by the ministry to parliament, officials 
said. 

No details of the unit, such as its size, were released to the 
public, but local media said that if needed, it can arrive on 
Taiping Island, the biggest in the disputed waters, onboard C-
130 transport planes within four hours. 

Despite protests from other countries with claims in the 
area, Taiwan in 2006 built a 1,150-metre (3,795-foot) runway 
on the fortified island, which is about 860 miles (1,376 
kilometres) away from Taiwan. 

Also on Wednesday, Taiwan's coastguards said its troops 
stationed on Taiping will be armed with mortars with a range 
of 6,100 metres (20,000 feet), nearly doubling the range of 
mortars currently in use. 

The moves come as an increasing number of Vietnamese 
fishing boats have been reported by Taiwan authorities to 
intrude into the restricted waters of Taiping. 

The number of intruding Vietnamese boats surged to 106 
last year, up from 42 the previous year, according to the 
coastguards, which added 41 Vietnamese fishing vessels had 
intruded into the waters in the four months to April. 

Tensions in the South China Sea have risen recently, with 
China and the Philippines locked in a maritime dispute over 
Scarborough Shoal, a reef off the Philippine coast. 

The tensions began when Chinese maritime vessels 
blocked the Philippine navy from arresting the crews of eight 
fishing vessels which had entered the area. 

Taiwan, Vietnam, Brunei, China, Malaysia, and the 
Philippines claim all or part of the potentially oil-rich Spratlys. 

All claimants except Brunei have troops based on the 
archipelago of more than 100 islets, reefs and atolls, which 
have a total land mass of less than five square kilometres (two 
square miles). 
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12. Philippines Seeks U.S. Aid To Build Up Military 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 02 MAY 12) ... Matthew Pennington 

WASHINGTON — The Philippines is asking for more 
U.S. military hardware and says it’s in Washington’s strategic 
interest to help. 

Foreign Secretary Albert del Rosario said Wednesday the 
Philippines is submitting a list requesting patrol vessels and 
aircraft, radar systems and coast watch stations. 

His comments come after high-level talks in Washington 
this week, and amid a continuing standoff between the 
Philippines and China at a disputed shoal in the South China 
Sea. 

Last year, the U.S. transferred an aging cutter that is now 
a flagship vessel of the Philippine navy, and a second cutter is 
due to be handed over this year. But the Southeast Asian 
island nation’s navy remains underequipped and dwarfed by 
China’s. 

Del Rosario told the Heritage Foundation think tank it 
was in other nations’ interest to support the Philippines in 
standing up for freedom of navigation, unimpeded commerce 
and peaceful settlement of disputes. 

“What’s happening is a manifestation of a larger threat,” 
he said. “We are doing this alone but we really should not be 
doing this alone. I think other countries should be concerned 
for their own interest.” 

He said China had rejected a Philippine invitation for 
international arbitration over the sovereignty of the 
Scarborough Shoal, where the standoff began April 10 after 
the Philippine navy accused Chinese boats of fishing illegally. 
The Philippines says the shoal lies within its offshore 
exclusive economic zone. 
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China submitted a map to the U.N. in 2009 claiming 
virtually the entire South China Sea, but has not clarified the 
exact extent of its claims to the 200 islands, coral outcrops and 
banks spread over the potentially resource rich waters. Other 
claimants are Taiwan, Malaysia, Brunei and Vietnam. 

Del Rosario said the Philippines would continue political, 
legal and diplomatic efforts to resolve the dispute, but 
indicated that its efforts to build a “minimum credible 
defense” would strengthen its diplomatic hand. 

“The United States needs a stronger ally in the region who 
will be able to take on a bigger share of guaranteeing the 
stability of that region. It’s therefore in the strategic interest of 
the U.S. to invest in the development of the Philippines’ 
defense and military capability,” del Rosario said. 

After this week’s talks between their top diplomats and 
defense officials, U.S. reaffirmed its commitment to its mutual 
defense treaty with the Philippines, but said it does not take 
sides in territorial disputes in the South China Sea. However, 

Washington reiterated it has a national interest in the peaceful 
resolution of the disputes in a region crucial to global trade. 

Del Rosario called for the U.S. to devote more of its 
foreign military financing to the Philippines, and complained 
that some funding has been withheld by Congress since 2008 
over human rights concerns which he claimed Manila had 
taken steps to address. Rights groups say extra-judicial killings 
have decreased but there has been no progress on prosecutions 
of suspects. 

The Philippine Embassy said in a press release Tuesday, 
the U.S. agreed this week to provide more “real-time 
information” to the Philippines on what is happening in its 
maritime territory. The Philippine release said the U.S. has 
indicated it would double its initial allocation of foreign 
military financing to the Philippines to $30 million for the 
fiscal year that ends in September, but the U.S has not 
publicized such details. 
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13. Australia Delays Buying Lockheed Jets 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 03 MAY 12) ... Enda Curran 

SYDNEY—Australia will delay some purchases of 
Lockheed Martin Corp.-made F-35 Joint Strike Fighter jets as 
part of an aggressive plan to return a budget surplus ahead of 
an election scheduled for 2013. 

The move—designed to save the government some A$1.6 
billion (US$1.65 billion)—will be a further blow to the 
world's largest defense contractor by sales, which is already 
being hit by steep spending cuts in the U.S. Australia had 
earlier expressed concern to the U.S. over rising costs and 
delays associated with the project. 

Outlining plans for a major review of the defense sector, 
Defence Minister Stephen Smith said Thursday that he had 

informed U.S. Defense Secretary Leon Panetta of the 
government's plan to delay the purchase of an additional 
twelve F-35 jets by two years. 

"That effectively mirrors the decision which Secretary of 
State Panetta made with respect to over 150 Joint Strike 
Fighters proposed to be ordered by the United States," Mr. 
Smith told reporters. "We are now essentially on the same 
timetable for the delivery of our first batch of joint strike 
fighters as the United States is." 

Canberra has already committed to buying two of the 
fighter jets, which are due to be ready for testing and training 
in the U.S. in 2014-2015. 
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14. Adelaide's Submarine Industry Balances On $214 Million Defence White Paper Study 
(ADELAIDE ADVERTISER (AUSTRALIA) 03 MAY 12) 

The Federal Government will conduct a White Paper 
study into the future of Australia's submarine defence 
capability. Picture: Bill Louys/Department of Defence Source: 
Supplied 

A $214 million study will be conducted into the future of 
submarine manufacturing in South Australia, Prime Minister 
Julia Gillard announced this morning. 

While announcing a major new Defence White Paper this 
morning, Prime Gillard said the future submarine program 
remained a 'major thread' in government and defence 
planning. 

The study will examine Australia's needs in submarine 
capability, what designs are available, and the nation's ability 
to provide the skilled workforce needed to design and 
construct replacement submarines itself. 

During press gallery questions after her announcement, 
the Prime Minister said whatever submarine option was 
chosen - be it an "off the shelf" international purchase or a 
wholly Australian designed and built vessel - South Australia 
would retain the lion's share of construction, assembly and 
maintenance work. 

Ms. Gillard said the white paper will be delivered in the 
first half of 2013, a year ahead of schedule. 

The previous White Paper was published in 2009. 
Ms. Gillard said defence planning was a complex 

business. 
"You have to make careful judgments about Australia's 

long term needs," she told reporters in Canberra. 
Amid speculation defence spending could be cut in 

Tuesday's budget, the prime minister made it clear key 
projects would still be delivered. 

"The government is committed to delivering one of the 
most capable defence forces in our region with the people and 
equipment we need to do the job, including the joint strike 
fighters, the new amphibious ships, the new submarines and 
our air warfare destroyers," Ms. Gillard said. 

She added that Labor would deliver the "core capabilities" 
identified in the 2009 White Paper. 

Ms. Gillard said there had been a number of significant 
developments both domestically and internationally since the 
2009 White Paper. 

She cited a strategic global shift towards Australia's 
region and a clearer timeframe for Australia's mission in 
Afghanistan, as well as drawdowns in both East Timor and the 
Solomon Islands. 
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At the time of the 2009 White Paper, the global financial 
crisis was still unfolding, as were its strategic impacts, Ms. 
Gillard said. 

"We need to take stock of those impacts for our defence 
arrangements and for the defence budget for our key defence 
partners, our allies," she said. 

The government also is releasing its defence force posture 
review later today 
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15. Saudi Arabia Warns Iran Over Gulf Islands, Bahrain 
(REUTERS 02 MAY 12) ... Asma Alsharif 

RIYADH - Saudi Arabia repeated on Wednesday that it 
would not tolerate threats to the Gulf Arab states' sovereignty, 
the latest warning to Iran after President Mahmoud 
Ahmadinejad's visit to an island claimed by both Tehran and 
the United Arab Emirates. 

The warning, the third in as many weeks by a member of 
the six-nation Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC), comes amid 
increased nervousness in the region over Iran. 

Shi'ite-led unrest is resurgent in Bahrain a year after the 
ruling Al Khalifa family brought in Saudi and UAE troops to 
help suppress an uprising seen by Sunni Muslim Gulf rulers as 
sectarian in nature and driven by Shi'ite giant Iran. 

"Any harm that comes across any of our countries is harm 
that touches us all," Saudi Arabia's Crown Prince Nayef said 
in a speech at a meeting of GCC interior ministers in Riyadh. 

Nayef also condemned what he called Iran's "occupation" 
of the island and its role in events in Bahrain. 

"We stress that Saudi Arabia and the rest of the council 
countries are standing in a unified line with Bahrain and the 
UAE to protect sovereignty and stability, considering their 
security a part of the council's security as a whole." 

Ahmadinejad made a rare visit on April 11 to Abu Musa, 
one of three Gulf islands also claimed by the UAE and located 

near oil shipping routes at the mouth of the Gulf, the Strait of 
Hormuz. 

Bahrain's Formula One race last month drew fresh 
attention to ongoing clashes between Bahraini security forces 
and mostly Shi'ite protesters, although the main Shi'ite 
Islamist Wefaq party denies any links with Iran. 

Tensions with Iran have increased since the Gulf Arab 
countries' western allies tightened sanctions over Iran's 
suspected nuclear weapons program. Tehran says its nuclear 
activities are entirely peaceful. 

Saudi foreign minister Prince Saud al-Faisal said in a 
speech over the weekend that Gulf Arab states are pushing 
ahead with plans for a political union that would involve joint 
foreign and defense policies, an idea floated by Saudi King 
Abdullah last December. 

After Ahmadinejad's visit to Abu Musa, some 60 km (40 
miles) off the UAE coast, the Islamic Republic said its 
sovereignty over the three islands was not negotiable but it has 
also called for talks with the UAE to clear up 
"misunderstandings." 

Iranian Foreign Minister Ali Akbar Salehi, quoted by the 
student news agency ISNA, said Iran wanted to "have the best 
possible relations with the UAE, as our trade and economic 
relations are significant." 
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16. Israel To Take Delivery Of 4th German Submarine 
Defense delegation arrives in Germany ahead of delivery of Dolphin-class sub, rumored to be capable of 
carrying nukes. 
(JERUSALEM POST 02 MAY 12) ... Yaakov Katz 

A defense delegation arrived in Germany on Wednesday 
ahead of the planned delivery of Israel’s fourth Dolphin-class 
submarine, widely rumored to be capable of carrying nuclear 
weapons. 

Led by Defense Ministry director-general Udi Shani, the 
delegation met with senior German defense officials and was 
scheduled to visit the shipyard where the submarine is being 
built. It is expected to arrive in Israel in the coming months. 

Israel’s submarines are the military’s most expensive 
platform and are often referred to as the country’s second-
strike doomsday weapon due to their reported ability to fire 
cruise missiles tipped with nuclear warheads. 

The three Dolphin-class submarines in the navy’s fleet are 
called Dolphin, Leviathan and Tekuma and are believed to be 
some of the most advanced diesel-electric submarines in the 
world. 

Germany donated the first two submarines after the First 
Gulf War and split the cost of the third with Israel. The three 
submarines currently in the navy’s possession employ a 
diesel-electric propulsion system, which requires them to 
resurface frequently to recharge their batteries. 

The submarines under construction will be fitted with a 
new propulsion system combining a conventional diesel lead-
acid battery system and an air-independent propulsion system 
used for slow, silent cruising, with fuel cells for oxygen and 
hydrogen storage. 

The submarine that will be delivered is one of two which 
Israel ordered following the Second Lebanon War in 2006. 

In March, Israel signed a contract for a sixth submarine, 
meaning that by the end of the decade the navy will have 
doubled its fleet. The German government heavily subsidized 
both recent deals. 

Return to Index 
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17. Denmark Wants More Countries To Accept Pirates 
Denmark in Talks With Tanzaania, Mauritius To Get Help With Proscuting Pirates 
(COPENHAGEN BERLINGSKE (DENMARK) 02 MAY 12) ... Pia Glud Munksgaard 

Denmark at this moment is negotiating with two new 
countries to try in an effort to get them to accept some of the 
suspected pirates whom Denmark is currently holding. 

If the government succeeds in the talks, Mauritius and 
Tanzania also will help in the war against piracy. 

Denmark is currently negotiating with the two countries 
in order to get them to accept some of the suspected pirates 
Denmark has apprehended. 

"We have a desire to obtain agreements with Tanzania 
and Mauritius. We are negotiating with them, but it has to be 
remembered that the countries in question also are taking on a 
problem that isn't theirs, in order to be helpful," says Foreign 
Minister Villy Sovndal (Socialist People's Party), who, 
however, refuses to answer how long Denmark has been 
engaged in the talks with the two countries. 

The disclosures regarding the talks emerged in connection 
with a conference Wednesday [ 2 May] morning, where 
Sovndal, Defense Minister Nick Haekkerup (SDP), and 
Minister for Development Assistance Christian Friis Bach 
(Social Liberal) replied to questions surrounding the Danish 
anti-piracy efforts, after it was revealed that many pirates have 
to be released because there are not enough countries who will 
accept them. 

Only 42 or the 286 pirates who have been taken prisoner 
by the Danish Navy since 2008 have been handed over to face 
prosecution. 

But progress has been made, stressed all three minister at 
today's conference. More suspected pirates are being seized, 

and fewer people are being taken hostage - and in itself this is 
creating a new problem. 

"The paradox is that we have problems with capacity, 
because the effort is succeeding better than one year ago," 
says Sovndal, and underlines that it will be necessary to make 
demands on those countries to whom the suspected pirates are 
delivered. 

"This is difficult, because we have to observe 
international standards, and this means that those countries 
whom we are handing over the pirates to also have to observe 
international standards with respect to legal prosecution. But 
having said this, the situation is that we still have many pirates 
that have been locked up; we have steadily fewer hostages and 
fewer ships that have been captured," he says. 

Following the conference, Liberal Party defense 
spokesman Troels Lund viewed it positive that Denmark is 
now negotiating with the two countries. 

"We can acknowledge that negotiations are ongoing with 
both Tanzania and Mauritius. But we really don't know how 
long these talks will go on," he said. 

The Liberals propose that adjustments can be made in the 
foreign aid program in order to motivate more countries to 
accept pirates. 

"We have always said that we could conceive of giving a 
little more development aid kroner, if one joins in helping us 
by, for example, building prisons. 

Currently it is especially Kenya and the Seychelles who 
are helping in the fight against piracy. 
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18. Typhoons Set For Olympic Exercise 
(UK PRESS ASSOCIATION 02 MAY 12) 

RAF Typhoon jets arrived at an air base in London on 
Wednesday ahead of a major military exercise to test security 
for the Olympic Games. 

It is the first time fighter aircraft have been stationed at 
RAF Northolt in west London since the Second World War. 
The Typhoons will take part in Exercise Olympic Guardian, a 
nine-day training operation over the skies of the capital and 
the home counties that runs until May 10. 

Military chiefs have warned that people in south-east 
England will notice an increase in air activity at certain times, 
in particular this weekend. 

Other aircraft involved in the exercise include Royal 
Navy Sea King helicopters temporarily based at RAF 
Northolt, RAF Puma helicopters based at a Territorial Army 
centre in Ilford, east London, and Army and Royal Navy Lynx 
helicopters on HMS Ocean in the Thames. 

Defence Secretary Phillip Hammond said: "Whilst there is 
no specific threat to the Games, we have to be ready to assist 
in delivering a safe and secure Olympics for all to enjoy. 

"The fact that our state-of-the-art Typhoons will be 
stationed at RAF Northolt underlines the commitment of the 

Ministry of Defence and our armed forces to keeping the 
public safe at a time when the world will be watching us." 

Air Vice-Marshal Stuart Atha, air component commander 
for Olympics air security, said: "As we undertake this essential 
training, there will be a visible and audible presence of RAF 
Typhoon and military helicopters operating above greater 
London and the home counties. 

"There will also be flights occurring throughout the 
exercise period, to allow pilots and other forces to become 
familiar with operating in the London and home counties air 
space. 

"We have sought to limit the amount of flying to the 
minimum required to ensure that our forces are ready for their 
important role delivering air security for the Olympics, 
balancing this against the need for us to reduce disturbance to 
a minimum. 

"But we hope that people will understand the need for this 
very important training, and we thank them for their continued 
strong support." 

Return to Index 
 
 



 15

PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
19. Navy, Coast Guard Fighting Spirit Highlights Opening Of 2012 Warrior Games 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 02 MAY 12) ... Lt. Matt Fallon and Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Katherine Hoffman, Chief of 
Naval Personnel Public Affairs 

COLORADO SPRINGS, Colo. -- Team Navy/Coast 
Guard kicked off the competition at the 2012 Warrior Games 
by participating in cycling events at the U.S. Air Force 
Academy, May 1. 

The men's 20-km recumbent cycling race brought drama 
as retired Boatswain's Mate 1st Class Jim Casteneda had one 
of his tires burst in the first turn of the course. No stranger to 
overcoming obstacles with limited mobility in one leg 
resulting from a 2007 stroke, he chose to not let the failure of 
the bicycle overcome his determination to finish. 

"I kept thinking about my son and I wanted to show him 
to keep trying," Casteneda said. 

With his son serving as inspiration, Casteneda continued 
pedaling over the more than ten remaining miles. Even when 
the strength in his one strong leg was exhausted, he willed 
himself to fight up and down the hills of the course. 

Several times race officials asked if he wanted to stop and 
offered to give him a ride to the finish, but he would not stop 
or quit. As the other cyclists passed, they provided 
encouragement. 

"I was hearing the Marines say 'don't quit', and the Air 
Force guys were saying 'don't stop.' It gave me energy," said 
Casteneda, who resides in San Antonio. Coming down the 
final stretch was "like coming into a sea of ships of Navy and 
Coast Guard. It boosted my energy, hearing the voices telling 
me not to stop. I felt their energy. It was exhilarating." 

Surrounded by cheering teammates and Navy Safe Harbor 
staff, Castaneda pushed through the finish line to the applause 
of the hundreds of spectators. 

"It was a great feeling [to watch Casteneda finish]," said 
Navy Safe Harbor Operations Officer Lt. David Noriega. 
"Casteneda has always been the spirit of the team. He never 
gives up; he represents the spirit of Navy Safe Harbor." 

While many found inspiration from Casteneda's race, he 
is quick to acknowledge the other examples of teamwork and 
courage around him. 

"Everybody here is a hero, I didn't give up," said 
Casteneda. "I'm just like everybody here. I have my one 
minute of glory." 

One such example is retired Aviation Machinist's Mate 
2nd Class Oswald Gould, who competed in the men's open 30-

km race. A cancer survivor and newcomer to the sport of 
cycling, Gould was excited for this opportunity to compete 
and to finish the longest race of the day. 

By the end of the race, he was in tremendous pain and 
was tempted to slow down. However, as Gould began to 
weaken, team captain Hospital Corpsman 3rd Class Angelo 
Anderson, rather than speed by and try to win a medal, came 
to Gould's side to ride with and support his teammate. 

"Angelo encouraged me and told me to keep pumping," 
said Gould, who lives in Chesapeake, Va. "I kept going and 
came home strong." 

Upon reflecting back on the struggle of the race, Gould 
offers this advice "Think of a light beyond the tunnel; there is 
always hope. Keep fighting until the end - no matter how 
difficult." 

Gunner's Mate 1st Class Jeannette Tarqueno demonstrated 
amazing resilience as well in the women's 30-km race. Injured 
in an accident on board the USS Port Royal (CG 73) in 
December that resulted in a traumatic brain injury, Tarqueno 
has had to re-learn basic motor skills such as walking and 
talking. Before coming to the Warrior Games, Tarqueno, who 
resides in Pearl Harbor, had not trained on an upright bicycle 
due to issues related to balance. Despite her limitations, she 
mustered great courage and determination to compete in 
cycling and achieve a fourth place finish in a field of 
experienced riders. 

The 35 warrior athletes are participating as Team 
Navy/Coast Guard, sponsored by Navy Safe Harbor, the Navy 
and Coast Guard's Wounded Warrior support program, a key 
component of the Department of the Navy's 21st Century 
Sailor and Marine initiative. The initiative is meant to 
maximize Sailor and Marine personal readiness, build 
resiliency and hone the most combat-effective force in the 
history of the Department of the Navy. 

The Warrior Games, hosted by the U.S. Olympic 
Committee's paralympics military program, provides an 
opportunity for wounded, ill, and injured service members to 
participate in competitive sports against members of other 
branches of service. 
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20. Navy Hospital Corpsmen Support 2012 Warrior Games 
(DVIDS 02 MAY 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Katherine Hofman 

Four Navy corpsmen were hand-picked for the special 
opportunity to provide medical care for the warrior athletes of 
Team Navy/Coast Guard competing in the 2012 Warrior 
Games held in Colorado Springs, Colo., May 1-5. 

The highly-trained corpsmen came together with the 
common goal of providing physical therapy and acute care to 
the wounded, injured, and seriously ill warrior athletes. There 
to promote the healing phase, the corpsmen are faced with the 
challenge of being versatile to handle issues related to 
amputations, traumatic brain injuries, cancer and other 
illnesses and traumas. 

Members of the team include Lead Petty Officer, Petty 
Officer 1st Class Bryant K. Hare, Naval Medical Center 
Portsmouth, Physical Therapy Department; Petty Officer 1st 
Class Brian Motley, Naval Hospital Camp Lejeune 
Emergency Room; Petty Officer 1st Class Angela 
Acquafredda, Naval Medical Center San Diego and Petty 
Officer 2nd Class Baodi Hgo, Naval Hospital Pensacola. 

Hare is responsible for coordinating the group of 
corpsmen. So inspired by the dedication and accomplishments 
of the athletes, Hare is in his second year supporting the 
Warrior Games. 
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“It is the joy you get from watching them try to attain 
their goals. It gives me joy. There is no other feeling that 
surpasses that,” said Hare. 

In his first year of supporting the Warrior Games, Motley 
enjoys the time he is spending with the warriors and is driven 
to support the athletes. 

“I’m pretty lucky being invited out here to help out,” said 
Motley. “Taking care of my Sailors, that’s what I like.” 

Having supported the athletes during training camp in 
Port Hueneme last month, Motley has seen growth in the 
athletes. 

“You see when they first start out and how they progress, 
and then to watch them compete and see them full tilt. It’s 
inspiring,” he said. 

Many of the athletes and coaches give thanks to the 
corpsmen for providing physical therapy, rehabilitation 
services, first aid and their continuous hard work and 
dedication. 

Having the corpsmen available at a moment’s notice 
provides a level of comfort as the athletes train and compete in 
high altitudes and in conditions many of the athletes are not 
accustomed. 

Such is the case of retired Seaman Roy “Dan” Peters who 
knows first-hand how the corpsmen respond in an emergency. 
He has a special place in his heart for what the corpsmen have 
done for him. 

During the 2011 Warrior Games, after running in the 800-
meter sprint Peters suffered from heat stroke and altitude 

sickness. First on the scene to administer care was Hospital 
Corpsman First Class Rosalyn Martin, from Naval Medical 
Center Portsmouth. 

“[Martin] recognized something was wrong and was the 
one who really took care of Dan. She got him to the USO van 
to cool off and stabilize his body temperature,” says Petty 
Officer Hare who assisted Martin as a first responder. 

After the corpsmen helped Peters, he was able to go on to 
compete the next day and win a gold medal in the cycling 
competition. 

Peters matter-of-factly explains, “They saved my life. I 
want to thank them for the quick medical attention and 
keeping me healthy.” 

The 35 warrior athletes are participating as Team 
Navy/Coast Guard, sponsored by Navy Safe Harbor, the Navy 
and Coast Guard’s wounded warrior support program, a key 
component of the Department of the Navy’s 21st Century 
Sailor and Marine initiative. The initiative is meant to 
maximize Sailor and Marine personal readiness, build 
resiliency and hone the most combat-effective force in the 
history of the Department of the Navy. 

The Warrior Games, hosted by the U.S. Olympic 
Committee's paralympics military program, provides an 
opportunity for wounded, ill, and injured service members to 
participate in competitive sports against members of other 
branches of service. 
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21. Sailors Reminded To Obtain DoD Self Service Logon 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 02 MAY 12) ... Chief of Naval Personnel Public Affairs 

WASHINGTON -- All Sailors serving on active duty 
must obtain a Department of Defense (DoD) Self-service (DS) 
Logon by Nov. 8, 2013, according to NAVADMIN 148/12, 
released May 1. 

DS Logon is a secure, self-service logon ID that allows 
beneficiaries affiliated with DoD or the Department of 
Veterans Affairs (VA) access to several websites using a 
single username and password, without the requirement for 
additional hardware or software such as a Common Access 
Card reader. 

The number of self service applications accessible with a 
DS Logon is growing. Currently Sailors can access a variety 
of benefits and services with a DS Logon, including Tricare 
Online, the VA eBenefits portal, Beneficiary Web Enrollment, 
myDoDbenefits, and Transferability of Education Benefits. 

DS Logon is also a life-long credential that never expires, 
and is valid for as long as there is a relationship between the 
individual user and either DoD or the VA. 

More information about the benefits of DS Logon and 
procedures for obtaining a DS Logon can be found by visiting 
https://myaccess.dmdc.osd.mil/dsaccess. 
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22. The Blue Angels' New 'Boss' Is Living His Childhood Dream 
Flight team honors new commander 
(PENSACOLA NEWS JOURNAL 01 MAY 12) ... Rob Johnson 

No matter the Blue Angels’ lead pilot’s official rank or 
branch of service, the informal title is always the “Boss.” 

Navy Cmdr. Thomas Frosch is the next “Boss,” named by 
a panel of admirals on Tuesday just 30 minutes before he was 
introduced to the public in a ceremony at the National Naval 
Aviation Museum. 

Flying with the elite F/A-18 Hornet demonstration team is 
a dream Frosch has had since he first saw a Blue Angels show 
at age 10 in Detroit. 

“I didn’t quite understand the military,” he said. “I was a 
young kid. I just saw the Blue Angels, and I saw U.S. Navy, 
and I said, ‘Someday I want to fly.’ ” 

He has flown F/A-18s in four different Navy squadrons. 
Soon, he’ll fly the Blue Angels lead position, the No. 1 jet. 

Frosch, who is married with three children, is a 1992 
graduate of the U.S. Naval Academy, where he majored in 
engineering and lettered in football. He’s a decorated combat 
veteran who has been deployed in Afghanistan and in support 
of Operation Iraqi Freedom. 

As required for all those named “Boss,” Frosch’s resume 
boasts more than 3,000 flight hours, and he has landed about 
830 times on the decks of aircraft carriers. 

Frosch said the admirals who chose him as Boss kept him 
in suspense, in sort of Heisman Trophy-esque fashion. Then, a 
half hour before the announcement, the final five applicants 
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were invited to line up in a room where the name of the new 
Blues leader was revealed to them all at the same time. 

His excitement , he said, is right up there with the birth of 
his children and getting married. 

Frosch will succeed Navy Capt. Greg McWherter, 43, 
who has commanded the Blue Angels since May 2011. The 
current Blues tour is McWherter’s second; he was also the 
Boss from November 2008 to 2010. 

The Blue Angels, in providing thrills at air shows, are on 
a specific mission: public relations for Navy and Marine Corps 
aviation, including boosting recruiting. 

McWherter, who will continue to fly the Blue Angels lead 
position until November, said the job is “fantastic,” and he 
will miss it. 

“It’s an incredible opportunity,” he said. 
He added that he expects to be named a base commander, 

although he won’t learn where for several months. 
The actual change of command from McWherter to 

Frosch won’t come until November. Frosch will move into his 
new job gradually. 

“He won’t do any demonstration flying until I leave in 
November,” McWherter said. 

And at first, McWherter said, Frosch “will get rides in the 
back seat, in all the positions in the demonstration, and he will 
sit in on all the briefs and debriefs.” 

That’s fine with Frosch, who despite all his flying 
experience, said he’s currently “flying a desk” in an 
administrative Navy job in Washington, D.C. 

To be sure, while Frosch appeared very fit at Tuesday’s 
ceremony, he said his priorities in preparing for his Blues stint 
will be “lifting weights, getting strong, getting a good 
physique.” 

Typically when new officers report for Blue Angels duty, 
McWherter said, “one of the first trips they’ll all make 
together is to the gym.” 

For now, Frosch’s energy is running high, along with his 
adrenalin. He came to Tuesday’s ceremony fresh from 
watching the Blue Angels practice earlier in the day. 

“I just saw a show this morning, and every time I see 
them I’m in awe just like I was when I was a 10-year-old kid 
in Michigan seeing them for the first time,” he said. “I get the 
same chills in my body when I watch them.” 
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23. For U.S. Navy Reserve Sailor, Part-Time Job Is Harder Than Full-Time Work 
(WTVR CBS RICHMOND 02 MAY 12) ... Greg McQuade 

HENRICO, Va. -- Did you ever have a side job working 
in retail or a restaurant to make a little extra money? 

Did your part-time job send you to a war zone? One man 
from Henrico never knows when he will be sent into harm’s 
way. But it is a job he relishes, that he even does with pride. 

Whether in his office or on the road, Matt Wheeler never 
leaves his mobile phone ringing for long. 

“It stays busy. It’s a constant. Hold on a second. I need to 
take a phone call. You really have to respect the phone call 
because you don’t know who is calling you from where.” 

Matt juggles two jobs. One full. The other part-time. 
Matt’s full-time job is as the officer in charge at the Glen 
Allen Post Office. 

Matt says, “It’s like taking one hat off and putting another 
one on.” 

We caught up with Matt as he was preparing to receive 
dozens of mail trucks at the sprawling mail facility in 
Henrico’s West End. 

“These next two hours will be pretty busy.” 
While his full time job keeps him occupied, it is his part-

time job that sometimes can be much more trying. 
“It was 12-14 hours a day. Seven days a week,” he said. 
Matt serves in the U.S. Navy Reserve. Last summer, the 

Citizen Sailor received his marching orders from Uncle Sam. 
“Definitely an eye opening experience,” he said. “Our 

plane is an all weather plane so rain, sleet or snow it’s got to 
go.” 

Matt’s mission? Maintain EA-6 Prowler jets in Bagram, 
Afghanistan. 

“Getting them up there and launched is always a 
challenge. You look to perform without making any 
mistakes.” 

It’s a pressure-packed job he and his fellow Star Warriors 
from the VAQ 209 tackled night and day. 

“Every time it goes up, those four lives are in our hands to 
make sure the maintenance we did–and checks–is 100 percent 
accurate.” 

He said there were close calls on the base, in the form of 
Taliban mortar attacks. 

“That will put some gray hairs on your head especially in 
the days leading up to the 10th anniversary of 9/11.” 

Ten years after the attacks on September 11th, Matt and 
his fellow service members paused to remember the victims in 
the attack, but they remained vigilant as they prepared for an 
all out attack by enemy forces. 

“As we got closer to the anniversary it was on 
everybody’s mind. What is going to happen? What is going to 
happen?” 

From serving in the barren landscape of Afghanistan, or 
on a carrier during the first Gulf War, Matt takes pride in 
serving his country. “Knowing there was danger along the 
way I was willing to do that.” 

Last November, Matt, the Sailors and the planes in his 
unit returned from Operation Enduring Freedom unscathed. 

He says laughingly, “My part-time job is more intense 
that my full-time job.” 

These days Matt is back coordinating the delivery of tens 
of thousands of pieces of mail. 

“It goes hand in hand with both jobs,” Matt says. “You 
adjust to change real quick. And you roll with it.” 

Matt doesn’t know when or if he’ll get another phone call 
sending him in harm’s way. It is a part-time job he accepts, 
with not one regret. 

“I just focus on the job at hand now. I can’t get caught up 
with whether we’re going to go or not go. If we have to go 
again I’ll be there.” 

Matt isn’t the only person in his family to serve in the 
military. 
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A brother and two cousins also joined the armed forces. 
Each one was deployed to Afghanistan at least once over the 
last decade. 

Matt’s dedication to his part-time job was recently 
recognized when the U.S. Navy named him Tactical Support 
Wing Reserve Sailor of the Year in 2011. 

View Clip (RT: 2:28) 
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24. USS Halsey Sailor On Her Brisbane Visit 
(ABC BRISBANE (AUSTRALIA) 03 MAY 12) ... Terri Begley 

It's not often even journalists are granted access to look 
inside working naval vessel - especially one that doesn't 
belong to us. 

But that's what Terri Begley got to do earlier today. 
USS Halsey is paying a visit to Brisbane for the 70th 

Anniversary of the Batle of Coral Sea. 
While I'm sure she could numb your brain with the facts 

and figures of the ship -Terri was more interested in chatting 

with the people on board the ship. - the humans that work in 
cramped quarters thousands of kilometres and many months 
away from family . 

People like Ensign Hayley Hutchins - a 23 year old - first 
year officer. 

View Clip (RT: 2:24) 
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FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
25. Navy's Most Senior Officer Says He Supports Two Boats Per Year 
(NEW LONDON DAY 02 MAY 12) ... Jennifer McDermott 

GROTON — While visiting Electric Boat Wednesday, 
the Navy’s senior officer reaffirmed that he wants the service 
to buy two submarines a year. 

It’s the most “effective and efficient way” to build 
Virginia-class submarines, Adm. Jonathan W. Greenert said, 
and the program is “probably our best.” The only reason the 
Navy did not ask for a second submarine in fiscal 2014 was 
because of fiscal restraints, Greenert said in his first visit to 
the shipyard as the chief of naval operations. 

“This company, these shipbuilders can get it done if we 
give them the work order,” Greenert said while talking with 
reporters. “And that’s the most efficient approach.” 

While Greenert supported keeping the Virginia-class 
program on track, he did not seem averse to a proposed two-
year delay in the start of construction of a new class of 
ballistic-missile submarines, another important program for 
EB. 

When asked about the future of the Naval Submarine 
Base, Greenert said the facility is valuable, but he could not 
say how it would fare in another round of base closings. 

U.S. Rep. Joe Courtney, D-2nd District, invited Greenert 
and accompanied him to the base. Although the admiral, as a 
submarine officer, is intimately familiar with the shipyard, 
Courtney said, he thought an update on the submarine 
programs would be useful. 

Greenert was briefed on the ballistic-missile submarine 
EB is designing to replace the Ohio-class boats. The Pentagon 
pushed the start date to 2021 because of strategic and fiscal 
concerns, Greenert said. He said he’s comfortable with the 
decision and believes the industrial base can execute it. 

The Pentagon also is calling for base closures in 2013 and 
again in 2015. Influential members of Congress have promised 
not to let the plan move forward this year, but the secretary of 
defense has said he will try again. 

The Naval Submarine Base was nearly closed during the 
2005 Defense Base Closure and Realignment process. 
Greenert said he couldn’t say how the base would fare in a 
future round since it’s a “very deliberate process,” but he did 

say that the installation is valuable, particularly because of the 
training that takes place there. 

At EB, Greenert saw pieces of a Virginia-class submarine 
in the early stages of construction and toured the Mississippi 
(SSN 782), the ninth member of the Virginia class. 

The president’s proposed budget calls for building one 
Virginia-class submarine in 2014 instead of two, and two in 
2018 instead of one. Greenert thanked members of Congress, 
including Courtney, who are working to restore that submarine 
in the plans. 

Mississippi, which cost about $2.6 billion, will join the 
fleet officially on June 2. Greenert announced while he was at 
the shipyard that he would accept the Mississippi on behalf of 
the Navy from EB nearly a year ahead of schedule. 

He praised EB and Newport News Shipbuilding in 
Virginia, who share responsibility for building the submarines, 
for delivering them quickly and under budget. 

It took just over 62 months to build the Mississippi — the 
fastest delivery to date in the program. The early delivery is a 
“tremendous achievement,” said Capt. John McGrath, 
commanding officer of the Mississippi, and the crew is proud 
of their part in it. 

Kevin J. Poitras, whose first day as EB’s president was 
Wednesday, said Greenert’s visit energized the employees and 
made them even more proud of their work. 

Six Virginia-class submarines are currently under 
construction. But the Navy will decommission as many as six 
fast-attack submarines a year as the aging Los Angeles-class 
boats retire, driving the number in the fleet below the stated 
requirement of 48 to a low of 39 in 2030, said Rear Adm. 
(select) Michael Jabaley, the Navy’s Virginia-class program 
manager. 

Delivering the Virginia-class submarines efficiently 
shortens the amount of time below 48, Jabaley added. Last 
year the Navy filled only 61 percent of the combatant 
commanders’ requests for attack submarines. 

“Instead of getting them out in 86 months, like we did on 
the first submarine, we’re getting them out in nearly 62 
months,” Jabaley said in an interview after Greenert’s visit. 
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The Navy is considering keeping some of the retiring Los 
Angeles-class submarines that are in good shape in the fleet 
for an extra deployment, and occasionally deploying 
submarines longer than the traditional six months, Jabaley 
said. 

Greenert said the longer deployments are a possibility for 
the future, but six months is “about right” because of the 
maintenance schedule and training for the crew. 

The Navy also is reviewing a study that EB completed on 
design options for bringing women aboard fast-attack 
submarines, which are smaller than the ballistic-missile and 
guided-missile submarines to which the first female 
submariners were assigned. 

Greenert did not discuss the study with reporters. Jabaley 
said after that EB presented an “array of options on how the 

ship could be reconfigured to accommodate a mixed-gender 
crew,” which vary in cost. 

Berthing is the main issue, Jabaley said, but the 
submarines also would need safety equipment sized for 
women. He said it was too soon to speculate on the cost and 
he did not have a projected date for when the submarines 
could be modified. 

Budget Cuts Could Jeopardize U.S. Submarine Force 
(NECN 02 MAY 12) Brian Burnell 
HARTFORD, Conn. -- It's the mission of America's 

submarine force: to dominate the underseas. 
But some are now questioning whether budget cuts could 

put that mission at risk. 
View Clip (RT: 2:07) 
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26. USS North Dakota Submarine To Be World’s Most Advanced 
(FARGO INFORUM 02 MAY 12) ... Helmut Schmidt 

FARGO – When the USS North Dakota deploys in 2014, 
it will be the most advanced submarine in the world, its 
executive officer says. 

“We own the seas. And she is certainly the most capable 
submarine in the world. Nobody can match her,” Lt. Cmdr. 
Jeremiah Minner said. 

Minner gave a presentation on the capabilities of the 
Virginia-class nuclear attack submarine Wednesday at the 
Ramada conference center. The event was sponsored by the 
Fargo Moorhead West Fargo Chamber of Commerce. 

Minner has taken part in exercises on older attack 
submarines and Virginia-class submarines, “and the Virginia, 
hands down, is unmatched,” he said. 

It will be the replacement for the aging Los Angeles class 
attack submarines, he said, which have been the workhorse of 
the U.S. fleet. 

Minner said the commanding officer and the chief of boat 
have visited North Dakota, and he expects more of the sub’s 
134 crewmen will visit here. 

Minner has served on an Ohio-class ballistic missile 
submarine and two other Virginia-class boats, the USS Texas 
and the USS Mississippi. 

He grew up in Denver, Colo., but now he and his wife and 
two children live in Groton, Conn. It’s there that he and some 
of the crew are working with the engineers, technicians and 
tradesmen of General Dynamics Electric Boat to inspect and 
test the boat’s systems as it’s built. 

He said the 377-foot boat is more than 50 percent 
completed and will be put together in four “super modules,” 
sections weighing 2,000 tons apiece. 

Currently, the sub is designated PCU North Dakota, 
meaning pre-commissioning unit, he said. 

Part of the boat is being built in Quonset Point, R.I., part 
in Norfolk, Va., and part in Groton. The workload is heavy for 
the 63 crew members already with the boat, he said. 

“That’s something we were very, very upfront with the 
crew about,” he said. “We spend a lot of hours on the boat.” 

Unlike their predecessors, Virginia-class submarines are 
as stealthy and highly capable in shallow water as in deep 
water, Minner said. They also can easily move from arctic 
waters to the tropics. 

He said the three primary missions of the submarine will 
be surveillance and reconnaissance, anti-ship warfare, and 
anti-submarine warfare. But the submarine is also designed to 
carry out special operations missions, laying mines and 
attacking land-based targets, he said. 

This is the second Navy vessel to carry the state’s name. 
The first USS North Dakota (BB-29), was a 20,000-ton 

Delaware-class battleship that served from 1910 to 1923. 
Virginia-class submarines displace 7,800 tons. They can 

operate at more than 25 knots submerged, which is about 29 
mph. 
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27. Panel Gears Up For Defense Bill 
(POLITICO 02 MAY 12) ... Austin Wright 

In what’s become an annual rite of spring, the House 
Armed Services Committee is preparing to set the parameters 
for defense spending and lay out the new priorities for a 
downsized military. 

Assembling the defense authorization bill is a 
complicated process often full of surprises as members offer 
amendments that can be quite controversial. Last year, for 
instance, provisions on detaining suspected terrorists drew a 
veto threat from President Barack Obama and threatened to 
derail the whole effort. 

“We are in the process of marking up the bill now — and, 
frankly, we have some challenges,” Rep. Buck McKeon, 
chairman of the committee, told an audience of young 
conservatives last week at a meeting of the Alexander 
Hamilton Society. 

The California Republican has been working with 
committee members to draft an authorization package that 
diverges in many ways from the budget offered by the 
president. And as the committee gears up to consider the 
package next Wednesday, here are five key issues to watch: 
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The Bottom Line 
Committee members will be haggling over billions of 

dollars, and the outcome could decide the fate of major 
weapons programs and initiatives. 

The bill being considered would set the base defense 
budget at about $554 billion, roughly $4 billion above the 
president’s request and $8 billion above the caps set by the 
Budget Control Act, which both parties agreed to last year as a 
way to reduce the deficit. 

It all comes down to a debate on weapons versus 
entitlements: The spending levels in McKeon’s proposal line 
up with the budget passed by House Republicans. That plan, 
crafted by Budget Committee Chairman Paul Ryan (R-Wis.), 
would largely spare the Pentagon from the budget ax, even as 
it slashes funding for Medicare and other social programs. 

Still, the push to bolster defense spending could be 
undone in an instant if a compromise is not reached to stave 
off the hundreds of billions of dollars in automatic cuts to 
military spending set to take effect at the start of next year. 

Health Care Benefits 
The president’s budget plan would raise fees for 

TRICARE, which provides health care benefits for many 
servicemembers and veterans. The fee hikes have proved 
extremely unpopular, with veterans groups lobbying against 
them on Capitol Hill. And Republican presidential candidate 
Mitt Romney has seized on the issue on the campaign trail. 

The budget plan to be considered in committee next week 
would do away with the hikes. And in a preview of the debate 
to come, Rep. Susan Davis (D-Calif.) has made clear she’s 
“interested in how the committee will pay for the cost of such 
a proposal and the impact to the defense health budget.” 

East Coast Missile Defenses? 
In his speech last week, McKeon called the president’s 

plans for missile defense “woefully inadequate” and said the 
GOP proposal would direct the Pentagon to evaluate potential 
sites for a missile defense shield in the United States. 

The bill being considered would allocate $100 million for 
an environmental impact study into potential locations along 
the East Coast for weapons capable of shooting down ballistic 
missiles launched from the Middle East. 

“Missile defense issues historically have been contentious 
in the full committee,” said Claude Chafin, a spokesman for 
McKeon. “I anticipate that will be a topic of debate.” 

Already, the proposal has drawn criticism. Rep. Loretta 
Sanchez of California, the top Democrat on the Armed 
Services Committee’s Subcommittee on Strategic Forces, has 

questioned the need for a “costly East Coast missile defense 
site.” 

“I look forward to engaging in an informed debate on how 
to ensure we apply limited tax dollars effectively,” she said in 
a statement. 

Troop Levels 
With U.S. combat troops already out of Iraq and set to be 

drawn down in Afghanistan after a decade of war, the military 
is about to shrink. The question is by how much. 

Republicans have been lining up to oppose the president’s 
planned cuts in the Army and Marine Corps, which under his 
budget would be reduced by about 100,000 troops, or 7.2 
percent, over three years. 

McKeon, who says the cuts would mean “having to 
increase the level of troop rotations and deployments,” has 
endorsed a proposal by Rep. Allen West (R-Fla.) that would 
slow the pace of the reductions. 

“It’s a good piece of legislation, and we’ll work to 
incorporate it in the larger defense bill,” McKeon said. 

West’s bill would put a cap on the number of 
servicemembers who could be cut from the force each year, 
with the Army at a 15,000-troop maximum reduction and the 
Marine Corps at a 5,000-troop maximum cut. 

Detaining Suspected Terrorists 
It’s the issue that drew a veto threat last year and put the 

whole authorization bill in jeopardy: how to handle suspected 
terrorists who are detained within the United States. 

Rep. Adam Smith of Washington state, the committee’s 
top Democrat, is mounting an effort to strike down provisions 
from last year’s authorization bill that said the military could 
indefinitely detain — without trial — persons who “supported 
Al Qaeda, the Taliban or associated forces.” 

The issue outraged civil-liberties groups, which argued 
that the provisions fly in the face of the Constitution. And the 
White House wasn’t happy either. The president ultimately 
signed the bill, but administration officials had voiced 
concerns that the detainee provisions could limit the executive 
branch’s power to decide on a case-by-case basis whether to 
try suspected terrorists in military or civilian courts. 

In response, Smith and Sen. Mark Udall (D-Colo.) have 
introduced companion bills this year that would guarantee due 
process for anyone detained within the United States. 

“While some claim we should shy away from using a 
court system that has been a model for the world for more than 
200 years, we believe that we should embrace it,” they said in 
a joint statement. “We should not fear our Constitution.” 
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28. McKeon Looks To Governors To Drum Up Sequestration Opposition 
(THE HILL 02 MAY 12) ... Jeremy Herb 

A group of governors was successful enough at pushing 
back against the Pentagon’s proposed cuts to the Air National 
Guard that House Armed Services Committee Chairman Buck 
McKeon (R-Calif.) now wants to enlist them to fight 
sequestration. 

McKeon wrote a letter to the National Governor’s 
Association seeking “insight and concerns” about the impact 
of the $500 billion in automatic cuts set to hit the defense 
budget starting in January 2013. 

McKeon cited a letter signed by 48 governors written to 
Defense Secretary Leon Panetta in February that complained 
about the “disproportionate” cuts to the Air Guard in the Air 
Force Budget. 

The Council of Governors, a group of governors formed 
in 2010, lobbied the Pentagon to reduce the cuts to the Air 
Guard, and the Pentagon agreed last month to restore $400 
million in proposed cuts to personnel and 24 C-130 planes. 

Now McKeon is hoping the governors will have the same 
success in the sequestration battle. The Armed Services 
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chairman has a bill that would undo the first year of 
sequestration, but it has failed to attract Democratic support. 

Of course, with sequestration, it’s not the Pentagon that 
must be convinced to reverse the automatic cuts — Panetta 
has called them devastating many times — it’s Congress. 

And while both Democrats and Republicans have said 
they don’t want sequestration to occur, they so far cannot find 

any agreement on $1.2 trillion in alternative deficit reduction 
to replace the automatic cuts. 

Most people don’t expect any movement on the issue 
until after the November elections, during a lame-duck 
session. 
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29. Federal Budget Won't Affect Huntington Ingalls In Near Term, CEO Says 
(PASCAGOULA (MS) PRESS 02 MAY 12) ... April M. Havens 

NEWPORT NEWS, Virginia -- After operating as an 
independent company for more than a year, Huntington Ingalls 
Industries Inc. on Wednesday held its first annual shareholders 
meeting in Virginia. 

“This was the last thing we did for the first time as a 
public company,” President and CEO Mike Petters said by 
telephone from Newport News. “Now, everything kind of 
goes into round two, and we’re excited about that.” 

Last spring, the locally revered Ingalls name returned to 
the 10,000-employee Pascagoula shipyard when HII spun off 
from defense giant Northrop Grumman Corp. 

The shipyard had been operating as a segment of 
Northrop, and leaders touted the spinoff as a way to make the 
yard more focused on its customers and more responsive to 
the marketplace. 

After the split, the company set to work on all of the 
necessary filings, legal issues and financial reporting 
requirements, which are now complete. 

At the same time, Petters and other leadership team 
members set their sights on reducing risk in the company’s 
various programs. 

Huntington Ingalls maintains two sectors: a Newport 
News nuclear facility and Ingalls Shipbuilding on the Gulf 
Coast, which oversees the Pascagoula yard, a composite yard 
in Gulfport and an Avondale, La., yard that the company 
intends to close next year. 

“This year is going to be a lot like 2011,” Petters said 
Wednesday. “We’re going to continue to try to reduce risk in 
our programs. We’ll continue to focus on safety, quality, cost 
and schedule.” 

The key to moving forward, Petters said, is completing 
under-performing contracts for three amphibious transport 
docks and an amphibious assault ship on the Gulf Coast. 

Company leaders have long said that profit margins are 
expected to improve once the contracts for LPDs 23-25 and 
LHA 6 are completed. 

LPD 23 and 24 are slated for delivery this year, he said, 
with LPD 25 and LHA 6 due in 2013. 

“We’ve said what we need to do from the beginning, and 
now we’re just continuing to do it,” Petters said of the under-
performing contracts. 

Shareholders at Wednesday’s meeting had no questions 
for Petters during the question-and-answer session, he said, 
but the federal budget is what’s on their minds. 

“They read the papers just like everyone else, and they 
see the budget challenges in Washington and the issue of 
budget sequestration,” Petters said. “They’re very interested in 
that, but I tell them that most of the work we have in the next 
three to five years is already on contract.” 

Petters said the reality is that the deficit will, of course, 
affect business, “but it’ll be in the mid-term, not the near-
term.” 
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30. U.S. Releases F-35 To Japan: DSCA 
(DEFENSE NEWS 02 MAY 12) ... Wendell Minnick 

TAIPEI, Taiwan — The U.S. Defense Security 
Cooperation Agency (DSCA) notified Congress on April 30 of 
a possible $10 billion foreign military sale to Japan for an 
initial four F-35A Joint Strike Fighter Conventional Take-Off 
and Landing (CTOL) aircraft with an option for an additional 
38 F-35 CTOL aircraft. 

The announcement was made in a DSCA press release on 
May 1. 

The deal will include five spare Pratt and Whitney F-135 
engines; command, control, communications, computer and 
intelligence capabilities, navigational systems; electronic 
warfare systems; an autonomic logistics global support 
system; an autonomic logistics information system; and a 
flight mission trainer. 

It will also include unique infrared flares, a 
reprogramming center and performance-based logistics. 

“Japan is one of the major political and economic powers 
in East Asia and the Western Pacific and a key ally of the 
United States in ensuring the peace and stability of this 
region,” said the DSCA press release. “The U.S. government 

shares bases and facilities in Japan. This proposed sale is 
consistent with these U.S. objectives and with the 1960 Treaty 
of Mutual Cooperation and Security.” 

The F-35 beat Boeing’s F/A-18 Super Hornet and 
Eurofighter’s Typhoon in Japan’s competition to replace aging 
Mitsubishi-built F-4EJ Kai Phantoms. Japan’s F-4 aircraft will 
be decommissioned as F-35s are added to the inventory. 

There are no known offset agreements proposed in 
connection with this potential sale. 

Implementation of the proposed sale could take as long as 
15 years, according to the press release, but industry sources 
indicated deliveries could begin as early as 2016. 

The number of JSFs could expand to 100-120 F-35As for 
the F-XX program to replace the Mitsubishi F-15J/DJ Eagles. 

Contractor representatives will be in Japan to conduct 
engineering technical services and autonomic logistics and 
global support for after-aircraft delivery, according to the 
press release. 

During the Singapore Airshow in February, Lockheed 
Martin’s Dave Scott, director of F-35 international customer 
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engagement, said that with U.S. government approval, 
Lockheed offered Japan as an F-35A final assembly and 
check-out site, “which is where they put the four major 
structural components of the airplane together, install the 

engines and all the electronic systems, do the codings, do the 
test flights.” 

Lockheed is also offering construction of major structural 
components and subcomponents, engine assembly, integration 
and test, and light maintenance and repair, he said. 
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31. Bridge To Poseidon 
C4 upgrade to the P-3C's connectivity will smooth transition to the P-8A 
(SEAPOWER MAGAZINE MAY 2012) ... Richard R. Burgess 

The Navy's first operational P-3C Orion squadron 
equipped with an upgrade to command, control, 
communication and computers (C4) capabilities is working up 
with its modified aircraft in preparation for an upcoming 
deployment. 

Patrol Squadron Five (VP-5) at Naval Air Station 
Jacksonville, Fla., currently operates two of the P-3C Anti-
Surface Warfare Improvement Program (AIP) versions 
modified with the new C4 for ASW (anti-submarine warfare) 
upgrades. 

"The goal [of the C4 for ASW program] is to provide P-3 
AIP aircraft with Link-16 and INMARSAT [commercial 
International Maritime Satellite] connectivity," said Cmdr. 
Nagel Sullivan, the Navy's P-3C C4ISR (C4, intelligence, 
surveillance and reconnaissance) integrated program team 
leader. "This will allow Link 16 capability between other 
aircraft, ships and ground stations, and will provide 
connectivity to the Global Information Grid and [Secret 
Internet Protocol Router Network, or SIPRNET].” 

The P-3C entered service in 1969 with Link 11, a data 
exchange network that operates in the high frequency and 
ultra-high frequency (UHF) range. For decades, the P-3C 
could exchange surveillance and contact data with warships 
such as aircraft carriers, cruisers, destroyers, and with E-2 and 
later S-3 aircraft. 

"We still use Link 11," said Cmdr. John Fox, 
commanding officer of VP-5. "It's very important. We still 
rely upon it to see what's out there in the battlespace. It's a 
very good force multiplier for us.” 

But now with Link 16, a UHF line-of-sight network, it is 
able to communicate with a wider array of platforms, Fox 
said. These platforms now include warships and the F/A-18 
strike fighter, the EA-18G electronic attack aircraft and the 
MH-60R/S helicopters, greatly increasing the tactical 
flexibility and value of the P-3C in the netted battlespace. 

Fox said Link 16 is a little more accurate system that "we 
can use with the battle groups on station to provide us more of 
an overview of what's going on as we're participating in any 
situation. We have better visibility of what's out there.” 

Sullivan said the C4 for ASW capability will enable the 
P-3C to communicate with the MQ-4C Broad-Area Maritime 
Surveillance System to share contacts, as with any other Link 
16 platform, and "develop a more comprehensive picture of 
the battlespace.” 

In the P-3C, the first satellite communications were just 
voice-capable, Fox said. 

"With the advent of AIP, we picked up voice and imagery 
capability. INMARSAT gives us that the ability to chat, like 
people do texting these days. It gives us the operability to 
connect into a bunch of different avenues of communication 

and chat to those units we're working with. It's great that you 
do not have to talk over the radio," he said. 

"The P-3C C4 for ASW capability will allow the Navy's 
maritime patrol community operators the ability to train and 
develop concepts of operations prior to [the fielding of the] P-
8 [Poseidon]," Sullivan said. 

"Link 16 and INMARSAT enhance what we do," Fox 
said. "We're building on what is already a great C4 aircraft and 
[adding] C4 for ASW — AIP+ — that [also] will be integrated 
on the P-8. 

"We've been using the aircraft for about five months," he 
said. "We've flown it in some big exercises and our crews 
have had a lot of time to work with it. You have so much 
information coming into the crew that sometimes we get a 
little information overload. The biggest thing for us is how to 
manage that information and trying to decide at that moment 
what is the most important and what we should be looking at 
in order to give us the best [view] of what is going on out on 
station. Our crew has to sift through that and still be able to 
aviate, navigate and communicate.” 

The P-3 C4 for ASW program began in December 2006 
and Lockheed Martin was the original prime contractor. In 
August 2009, "the Navy changed acquisition strategies and the 
Naval Air Systems Command [NAVAIR] became the lead 
systems integrator due to the unique technical challenges 
presented during system integration," Sullivan said. 

"As the C4 for ASW Lead System Integrator, NAVAIR is 
responsible for all aspects of development, integration, test 
and logistics," he said. "For the acquisition of the C4 for ASW 
hardware, NAVAIR is acquiring hardware components 
through various contract vehicles via the best procurement 
strategy that will benefit the program as well as industry.” 

The Navy plans to modify a total of 55 P-3Cs with the C4 
for ASW upgrades. As of March, seven modified P-3Cs had 
been delivered to the fleet in addition to the two test aircraft 
for the program. 

"Most of the modifications are internal to the aircraft — 
boxes and wiring," Sullivan said. "There is one visible antenna 
on top of the aircraft. The main hardware components include 
Advanced Tactical Airborne System, [Multifunctional 
Information Distribution System Low Volume Terminal], 
HSD-400 high-speed data and voice terminal, and the AMT-
50 antenna.” 

The AMT-50 antenna dome on top of the aircraft behind 
the cockpit area gives the P-3C C4 for ASW aircraft a 
distinctive appearance. 

The C4 for ASW systems are being installed at 
Jacksonville by both the Fleet Readiness Center and an Eagle 
Systems Inc. contractor field team. 

"Modifications are scheduled over the next couple of 
years as aircraft cycle through for routine upgrades," Sullivan 
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said. "Installations are scheduled to be completed on all 55 
aircraft by [mid-2015]. The system installation schedule is 
dependent on fleet aircraft availability. Until all aircraft are 
modified, squadrons may have aircraft with C4 for ASW as 
well as those aircraft awaiting installation.” 

Sullivan said the overall program value is $130 million, of 
which $25.3 million was allocated in 2012 and $13.6 million 
is programmed for 2013. 

VP-5 will not be flying the P-3C C4 for ASW version for 
long, Fox said. The squadron is scheduled to transition to the 
P-8A next year, right after VP-16, the first squadron to switch 
to the P-8A. 
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32. Navy Wants To Hide Aircraft From Heat-Seeking Missiles 
(INNOVATION NEWS DAILY 02 MAY 12) 

Whether it's a shoulder-fired missile targeting a cargo 
plane or an air-to-air missile chasing down a fighter jet, the 
U.S. Navy wants a better way to help military pilots survive 
possibly lethal encounters. A cloud of tiny particles to mask an 
aircraft's jet engine exhaust from heat-seeking missiles could 
do the trick. 

Today's aircraft armed with such a countermeasure might 
deploy a cloud of particles capable of absorbing ultraviolet 
(UV) light. That could hide an aircraft's heat signature and 
confuse the electronic brain of a heat-seeking missile ? or even 
create a bigger diversionary target if the cloud gives off 
infrared light to distract the missile. 

"The purpose of this effort is to design, develop and 
demonstrate a UV obscuring material that may be dispersed 
from an aircraft," according to the Navy's solicitation for the 
small-business innovation research program on April 27. 

Modern missiles track aircraft by using either radar 
guidance or heat-seeking. The best stealth military jets can 
make their radar signatures small enough to be effectively 
invisible to radar-guided missiles, but hiding the heat signature 
from a jet engine's exhaust is both difficult and expensive, 
according to Defence Today magazine. 

The Navy's proposal suggests the new heat-seeking 
missile countermeasure could use futuristic metamaterials ? 
engineered to have characteristics not found in nature ? or 
special semiconductor materials known as quantum dots. 
Having a cloud of such materials could prove more effective 
than today's countermeasures involving flares or chaff 
deployed behind a jet. 

Any new countermeasure would deploy from the existing 
"AN/ALE Countermeasure Dispensing System" used on Navy 
jets such as the FA-18 Hornet or the upcoming F-35 Joint 
Strike Fighter. 
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33. Panetta Touts Pentagon Investments In Green Energy 
(NATIONAL DEFENSE 02 MAY 12) ... Sandra Erwin 

The Defense Department sees climate change and rising 
oil prices as national security concerns, and intends to play a 
leading role in the nation’s energy future, said Defense 
Secretary Leon E. Panetta. 

In a May 2 speech to one of the nation’s top 
environmental advocacy groups, Panetta championed military 
efforts to reduce fossil fuel consumption and to boost 
production of alternative sources of energy. 

“We are working to be a leader and a bold innovator in 
environmental stewardship, energy efficiency and energy 
security,” Panetta said at a reception hosted in his honor by the 
Environmental Defense Fund at the Smithsonian American 
Art Museum in Washington, D.C. 

While the topic of climate change has been hugely 
politicized in recent years, Panetta cast the issue as a serious 
security crisis. “In the 21st century, we recognize that climate 
change can impact national security — ranging from rising sea 
levels, to severe droughts, to the melting of the polar caps, to 
more frequent and devastating natural disasters that raise 
demand for humanitarian assistance and disaster relief,” he 
said. 

Reliance on oil supplies from the Middle East also has 
significant implications for the U.S. military, which has 
assumed responsibilities for securing strategic oil choke points 
such as the Strait of Hormuz and the Strait of Malacca. 
Analysts have estimated that, since 1980, the Pentagon has 
spent $65 billion to $85 billion a year protecting Middle East 
allies and ensuring the flow of petroleum to world markets. 

“The quest for energy will also continue to shape, and 
reshape, the strategic environment — from the destabilizing 
consequences of resource competition to the efforts of 
potential adversaries to block the free flow of energy 
supplies,” Panetta said. “These strategic and practical 
considerations weighed heavily on us as we developed our 
new defense strategy.” 

As the owner of 30 million acres of land and as one of the 
world’s largest energy consumers, the Defense Department 
has significant environmental stewardship responsibilities, 
said Panetta. “Our drive to be more efficient and 
environmentally sustainable has the potential to transform the 
nation’s approach to the challenges we are facing in the 
environment and energy security.” 

Even in the absence of a national energy policy, the 
Pentagon plans to pioneer green technology. “We take the 
long-term view in everything we do, and have the ability to 
adopt new technologies,” Panetta said. 

The Pentagon in fiscal year 2013 is requesting more than 
$1 billion for efficient aircraft and aircraft engines, hybrid 
electric drives for ships, improved generators and micro-grids 
for forward-deployed bases, and combat vehicle energy 
efficiency programs. Another $1 billion is sought for energy 
improvements at military installations in the United States. 
These efforts, Panetta said, will seek to “demonstrate next-
generation energy technologies.” 

The Army, Navy and Air Force have committed to 
producing at least 3 gigawatts of renewable energy at their 
installations in the coming years, which makes this “one of the 
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largest commitments to clean energy in the nation’s history,” 
said Panetta. 

The volatility of oil prices also adds to the urgency of the 
Defense Department’s energy agenda. The military now faces 
a $3 billion budget shortfall because of higher than expected 
fuel costs, Panetta said. “I have a deep interest in more 
sustainable and efficient energy options.” The Pentagon spent 
$15 billion last year on fuel for military operations. 

On March 9, Panetta signed off on an ambitious plan to 
reduce fuel consumption across all branches of the military 
and to promote energy efficiency as a standard way of doing 
business. The plan sets seven specific targets for 
“transforming the way U.S. armed forces consume energy in 
military operations.” 

These battlefield-focused energy initiatives aim to cut 
back on fuel demand in war zones as supply lines into 
Afghanistan increasingly have come under enemy attack. 
There are currently more than 400 U.S. forward-operating 
bases in Afghanistan that consume from 250 to 7,500 gallons 

of fuel per day depending on their size. Large bases go 
through up to 50,000 gallons of fuel per day. Overall, the U.S. 
military consumes 50 million of gallons per month in 
Afghanistan. 

Panetta’s endorsement of fuel efficiency as a guiding 
principle in planning wars and building weapon systems has 
been welcome by supporters of renewable technologies and by 
energy-security hawks who worry that the United States is too 
vulnerable to oil supply shocks. 

Over the past several months, however, the Pentagon’s 
green-energy initiatives have run into a wall of opposition 
from Republican lawmakers, who have questioned the need to 
spend defense dollars on renewable energy, and have called 
for more oil and gas drilling in the United States as a means to 
lower fuel costs. Congressional objections have centered on 
military biofuels programs. The Defense Department is 
seeking $300 million for biofuel research and development 
over the next five years. 
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34. Nitze's Supply Department Supports Green Initiative 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 02 MAY 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Jeff Atherton, Enterprise Carrier Strike Group 
Public Affairs 

USS NITZE, At Sea -- Sailors assigned to guided-missile 
destroyer USS Nitze's (DDG 94) Supply department are doing 
their part to improve energy efficiency while underway during 
the ship's current deployment. 

Supply department is leading the battle for energy 
efficiency while operating at sea. 

Every day, Sailors on board use some form of paper 
product. From toilet paper to printer paper, the most 
commonly used products on the ship are also the most 
environmentally friendly. 

"All of our consumable paper products are made from 
recycled materials," said Lt. Cmdr. Colin Engels, Nitze's 
supply officer. "We become very conscious of what we are 
purchasing for work centers, to ensure that we don't have any 
products going to waste." 

Additionally, Nitze is cutting down on waste by changing 
its galley procedures. 

"In the past, we received the vast majority of our products 
pre-made," said Chief Culinary Specialist Doug Grimley. "But 
we recognized that by preparing most of our food from 
scratch, we are not only able to provide better tasting meals, 
but dramatically cut down on the amount of waste we are 
producing." 

Now, instead of getting pre-made food, which requires a 
large amount of packaging, Nitze is receiving ingredients 
necessary to prepare food. 

"Chicken, for instance, used to come in different 
packages. There was one package for fried chicken, one for 
baked chicken and one for rotisserie chicken," said Grimley. 

"Now, we can order whole chickens and prepare each kind 
ourselves." 

"Preparing food from scratch decreases waste due to the 
reduction in discarded packaging, which is usually plastic," 
said Engels. "We are going to a better system of preparing 
food by hand. We end up with reduced waste and the culinary 
specialists also develop a much broader set of skills. It is a 
win-win situation." 

In addition to the crew's commitment to decrease waste 
production, the Supply department is cognizant of the cleaning 
products being used on the ship. 

"The vast majority of our cleaning products are 
biodegradable and manufactured to be safe for the 
environment," said Engels. "Our Sailors have to use a little bit 
more 'elbow grease,' but that is a small price to pay for the 
benefit we are getting out of using these products." 

For Nitze, these are small steps in the grand scheme of 
becoming a more environmentally friendly ship. 

"It is time to start looking at what we can do in the near 
future to reduce our carbon footprint," said Grimley. "Next, 
we need to start looking at more energy efficient appliances 
and refrigerators." 

"We are doing all of the right things," said Engels. "The 
crew has the right mindset and we are eager to continue setting 
the pace on the waterfront." 

Nitze is currently deployed to the U.S. 5th Fleet area of 
responsibility conducting maritime security operations, theater 
security cooperation efforts and supporting missions as part of 
Operation Enduring Freedom. 
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BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
35. Admiral William McRaven Speaks At Gala To Raise Money For Returning Texas Veterans 
(UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS DAILY TEXAN 02 MAY 12) ... Alexa Ura 

A year after he led the mission to apprehend Osama bin 
Laden, Adm. William H. McRaven returned to his alma mater 

to advocate for legal assistance for returning service women 
and men. 
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McRaven was the keynote speaker at the Champions of 
Justice Gala Benefiting Veterans Tuesday evening. The Texas 
Access to Justice Commission hosted the gala to raise funds 
for free civil legal services for low-income Texas veterans. 

“There are people in the world who do nothing, but your 
military is doing something,” McRaven said. “I can’t think of 
a better cause than the work the commission is doing to also 
do something in this world.” 

McRaven was in command of Operation Neptune’s Spear, 
the U.S. Joint Special Operations Command raid that led to 
the death of Osama bin Laden last May in Abbottabad, 
Pakistan. He currently serves as the ninth commander of 
United States Special Operations Command. McRaven 
graduated from UT in 1977 with a degree in journalism. 

More than 1.8 million veterans currently live in Texas. Of 
these, 450,000 served in Iraq and Afghanistan. The justice 
commission raised more than $413,000 from the event with all 
proceeds going to free legal services for veterans. 

Harry Reasoner, chair of the Texas Access to Justice 
Commission, said the commission works to help veterans 
through the continuous struggle of claiming the benefits they 
are entitled to, 

Lt. Gov. David Dewhurst and Texas Attorney General 
Greg Abbott were also honored at the gala for their work in 
helping provide funding for the commission. Texas distributes 
$1.5 billion in compensation and pension to veterans and 
surviving family members each year, according to the Texas 
Veterans Commission’s website. 

Head football coach Mack Brown introduced McRaven, 
who he called an American hero. Brown said he learned what 
leadership was when he visited the Middle East in 2009. 

“I took more from those men and women than they took 
from me, but I learned that leadership is taught. It’s not 
recruited,” he said. “Admiral McRaven is a special man. He’s 
a special leader, and he leads a special group.” 

McRaven said today’s generation of service men and 
women are sometimes judged because of their appearance and 
varied ways of life, but their commitment to the values of the 
U.S. remains intact. 

“Today’s generation of service men and women may have 
tattoos, piercings and Facebooks, but you are wrong if you 
don’t think they will go down as the greatest generation of our 
time,” McRaven said. 

President William Powers Jr., a veteran himself, said the 
University was honored to have McRaven back on the 40 
Acres. 

Powers said the work of the commission provides 
returning veterans, including UT students, with valuable 
resources in terms of legal aid. 

“There’s definitely more to do for our students that are 
returning veterans, but I think if you asked them they would 
say that UT is setting the standard for veteran services at 
universities,” Powers said. “Our soldiers provide a great 
service and when they are our students, well, I can’t think of a 
better combination.” 

The University also offers student veterans various 
resources on campus through Student Veteran Services and 
the Students Veterans Association. 

McRaven talked about the impact growing up in Texas 
had on his life and how that impact was something he took 
everywhere the military took him. 

During his speech, McRaven told the story of a former 
colleague and friend that was killed in the line of duty. He, 
like many other Texas soldiers, upheld the ideal his father 
taught him, that Texans should stand a little taller and reach a 
little further, he said. 

“When they come back to Texas, they will make you 
proud, and it’s our responsibility to help them,” he said. 
“Texas is a way of life and our soldiers are the type of people 
who pull up their boots and do something about it because of 
it.” 

Broadcast Clip - Adm. McRaven Speaks At 
'Champions Of Justice' Event 

(YNN TIME WARNER AUSTIN 02 MAY 12) Sebastian 
Robertson 

Admiral William H. McRaven is the man behind the plan 
that brought Osama Bin Laden down. The 9th commander of 
U.S. Special Operations Command served a different mission 
Tuesday. 

McRaven, a Longhorn graduate, was the keynote speaker 
at The Texas Access to Justice Commission. The commission 
raises money to make ensure those who fought for our country 
receive access to legal help if they need it. 

"As a UT graduate myself, I find it extra special to know 
that it was a Longhorn that lead the Navy Seal mission to 
ensure Osama Bin Laden received his access to justice," Texas 
Attorney General Greg Abbott said. 

While the admiral is credited with taking down the 
modern day face of terrorism, he made no mention of the 
mission. Instead, he spoke of his role during a different seal 
mission to rescue an American captain held hostage by Somali 
Pirates in 2009. 

"Over the next few days, the tensions inside the pirated 
lifeboat rose to a fever pitch. Then, on the morning of 12, 
April, the seals saw the opportunity, took the shot and rescued 
Captain Richard Phillips," Adm. McRaven said. 

And the man known for standing tall broke down when 
telling the story of a fallen fellow seal--killed in action. 

"On the night of 6, August, he upheld that commitment 
and paid his dues in full, Crocket, Bowie, Houston and my dad 
would have been proud of Kelso," McRaven said as he 
paused. 

While Tuesday's event was all about veterans, Adm. 
McRaven made it clear that young men and women are still 
sacrificing and fighting every day. 

"If you think for a moment that these young kids, with 
their tattoos and their earrings and their Facebooks, aren't as 
disciplined and as hard working and as patriotic as their 
fathers and grandfathers before them, you are mistaken. They 
will go down as this century’s greatest generation and I 
guarantee you from what I have seen they have earned it," 
Adm. McRaven said. 

Other event attendees included Lt. Gov. David Dewhurst 
and Texas Attorney General Greg Abbott. They were honored 
for their work in getting legal help for those in need. 

View Clip (RT: 2:24) 
Return to Index 
 



 26

36. Olympians Get Schooled By Navy SEALs | 
(CNN 02 MAY 12) ... Kyra Phillips 

Well, Olympians, they are the best of the best. Elite 
athletes who are mentally tough, too. Insanely in shape, and 
they would be better with the London summer Olympics less 

than three months away, no wonder so many of them are 
taking their training to hell and back in their quest for the gold. 

View Clip (RT: 6:10) 
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37. Navy Leader Recruits 
(KXMB CBS BISMARCK (ND) 02 MAY 12) 

Minot native, Vice Admiral of the Naval Academy, 
Michael Miller encouraged high school students to consider 
attending the United States Naval Academy in Maryland 
today. 

Admiral Miller spoke to a group of Central Campus 
students this afternoon about the Naval Academy and the 
opportunities available to students. 

Admiral Miller graduated from Minot High School and 
went on to achieve many successes. 

He has flown jets in the Navy for most of his career, but 
has also served as Deputy Director of the White House 
Military Office and Deputy Assistant to the President in 2002. 

Those are just a few of his many accomplishments. 

By sharing his experiences, he hopes to have encouraged 
some students into pursuing an education at the United States 
Naval Academy. 

"Well, you know, Annapolis is on the east coast. It's not 
necessarily on the beaten path. People don't think of it. They 
might go to Washington D.C. and not realize that just 30 miles 
east of there is one of the best schools in America. And it is a 
free education. So I'm trying to bring a little bit of Annapolis 
to them to show them a little bit about what it is like at the 
Naval Academy." 

Admiral Miller is the Superintendent at the United States 
Naval Academy. 
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38. Navy Could Enroll In Energy-Savings Program 
(SAN DIEGO DAILY TRANSCRIPT 02 MAY 12) ... Tierney Plumb 

The Navy is in talks with San Diego Gas & Electric to 
determine the best way to reduce its energy consumption as 
the San Onofre power plant remains idle. 

Positioned at the northwestern edge of the county, the 
plant can produce 2,200 megawatts of electricity and has been 
offline since Jan. 31 as its operators try to figure out and fix 
some potentially hazardous problems. 

“We are in discussions with the Navy to see if one of our 
demand-response programs would be a good fit for them,” 
said Allison Zaragoza, SDG&E spokeswoman. 

She said swirling media reports that a specific "deal for 
the summer" is being reached are erroneous. 

About 1,400 of its large customers are enrolled in one of 
the five programs and earn incentives when they cut down on 
power when energy use is high, like on a hot day or during an 
emergency. 

"We've asked SDG&E to provide us the level of demand 
reduction they would like to have the Navy contribute to help 
ensure a stable electrical grid in San Diego,” said Capt. Dora 
Lockwood, a Navy spokeswoman, in a statement. 

As SDG&E’s biggest customer, the Navy’s participation 
could make a sizeable impact. 

The Navy has not participated in one of its demand 
response programs before, said Zaragoza, declining to disclose 
the Navy's local energy consumption. 

As summer approaches, SDG&E is finding ways to 
reduce energy use while the San Onofre plant stays shut down. 

Southern Californians depend on the plant for its power 
and the grid stability it provides to keep the lights on. 

“The Navy is exploring options to see if one of our 
programs may fit their needs,” said Zaragoza, hoping an 
agreement is reached by the summer. “It’s another avenue that 
we are taking to ensure we are prepared." 

Participants of SDG&E's Base Interruptible Program, for 
example, are called to reduce their energy consumption on 
days when electric supplies are expected to be low. 

Participants earn monthly bill credits by proposing their 
own power reduction levels. 

Customers enrolled in the Critical Peak Pricing for 
Emergencies program reduce energy consumption on short 
notice. When electric supplies are expected to be low, SDG&E 
calls participants to request an emergency energy reduction 
within 30 minutes. 

For their participation, they earn a larger year-round rate 
discount. 
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39. NEPA Planning For Guam Realignment Roadmap Adjustment 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 02 MAY 12) ... Joint Guam Program Office 

WASHINGTON -- The Department of Defense, in a joint 
statement with the Government of Japan announced April 26 
that they have agreed to adjustments in the 2006 Realignment 
Roadmap Agreement to relocate U.S. Marine Corps forces 
from Okinawa, Japan to Guam. 

The adjustments include reducing the originally planned 
relocation of 8,600 Marines to a force of approximately 5,000 
Marines on Guam. 

As a result of the adjustments, the Department of the 
Navy (DoN) will be required to assess the potential 
environmental impacts of accommodating the reduced number 
of Marines on Guam, including any associated changes in 
basing and training requirements. 

As a consequence of this substantial change to the 
proposed action in the Guam and Commonwealth of the 
Northern Marianas Islands (CNMI) Military Relocation Final 
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Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS) and Record of 
Decision (ROD) issued in 2010, the ongoing Supplemental 
Environmental Impact Statement (SEIS) for the live ]fire 
training range complex on Guam will be expanded to include 
an assessment of changes to the number and composition of 
Marines relocating to Guam. The assessment will include an 
evaluation of alternatives for the main base and family 
housing, as well as a new assessment of impacts to Guam's 
civil infrastructure. 

The following components decided in the 2010 ROD 
should not be affected by this adjustment and will most likely 
not be reconsidered in the expanded SEIS: 

 Training on Tinian, 

 Relocation of the Marine Corps Air Combat Element 
(ACE), air embarkation facilities, and the 
development of the North Gate and access road at 
Andersen Air Force Base, and 

 Wharf improvements and associated waterfront 
facilities and utility systems to support sea 
embarkation at Apra Harbor. 

The above actions will be implemented pending 
Congressional approval and authorization. The expanded SEIS 
will not address aircraft carrier berthing in Apra Harbor as that 
decision was deferred in the ROD. 

DoN anticipates issuing a Notice of Intent (NOI) for the 
expanded SEIS in the fall of 2012. In the interim, DoN 
anticipates continuing with site assessments of potential live-
fire training range complex alternatives as well as initiating 
initial base and family housing planning in preparation of the 
NOI and scoping meetings. Following the NOI, the Navy will 
hold public, open house scoping meetings on Guam. Specific 
dates and locations for these scoping meetings will be 
included in the NOI. 
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NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
40. U.S. Delegation Marks WWII Anniversary In Australia 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 03 MAY 12) 

CANBERRA, Australia — A U.S. Cabinet secretary and 
Navy vice admiral have joined Australians in commemorating 
the 70th anniversary of the Battle of the Coral Sea, which 
began turning the tide of World War II in the Pacific. 

U.S. Secretary of Homeland Security Janet Napolitano 
said the military partnership between the United States and 
Australia has strengthened since their joint forces defeated the 
Japanese in the aircraft carrier battle fought on May 8, 1942. 

Commander of the U.S. 7th Fleet Vice Adm. Scott Swift, 
Australia's Governor General Quentin Bryce and veterans of 
the battle attended Thursday's ceremony at a memorial in 
Canberra. 

Napolitano noted a recent agreement that lets U.S. 
Marines, planes and warships make more use of Australian 
military facilities. 

NDW Commemorates 70 Years Since The Battle Of 
The Coral Sea 

(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 02 MAY 12) Mass 
Communication Specialist 2nd Class Kiona Miller, NDW 
Public Affairs 

WASHINGTON -- Naval District Washington and the 
Australian Embassy commemorated the 70th anniversary of 
the Battle of the Coral Sea at the U.S. Navy Memorial Plaza, 
May 1. 

The ceremony remembered and honored those who 
participated in the battle from both the Australian and U.S. 
navies. 

"It's an honor to be here and to celebrate the 70th 
commemoration of the Battle of the Coral Sea and today is 
truly a time to remember those who fought in that battle and 
those Sailors that really turned the tide at the war in the 
Pacific," said Commander, Navy Installation Command Vice 
Adm. William French. 

The Battle of the Coral Sea was fought May 7-8, 1942 in 
the waters southwest of the Solomon Islands and eastward 
from New Guinea. The battle was a major air and naval 

engagement of World War II and the first naval battle where 
the ships of the opposing sides never encountered each other. 

During the ceremony Australian Ambassador to the 
United States the Honorable Kim Beazley spoke to the 
audience on the bond the battle created between Australia and 
the United States. The survival of Australia and its 
participation in the war solely depended on the outcome of 
this battle. 

"It is probably more impactful on the mind of the average 
Australian than it is on the mind of the average American. 
This was the battle which turned the tide of Australia's 'year of 
living dangerously'," said Beazley. "Australia had to look in 
different directions partly to our own resources and self 
reliance but also for new allies, and we looked to the United 
States." 

During the ceremony, Beazley and French placed two 
wreaths representing Australia and the United States near the 
Lone Sailor statue to honor the American and Australian naval 
victory. 

"In 1942 whether you were a Sailor on the deck of a 
cruiser from Australia, or the Sailor on the deck of an aircraft 
carrier or someone flying in one of our aircrafts, those same 
core values ran through their veins to the core. The values that 
made the difference at Coral Sea," said French. 

The Coral Sea Battle resulted from the Japanese 
amphibious operation attempting to capture Port Moresby, 
located on New Guinea's southeastern coast, threatening 
northeastern Australia. The U.S. Navy would intercept Japan's 
forces stopping further expansion into the South Pacific and 
enhancement of Japan's strategic defenses newly-enlarged 
oceanic empire. 

"The battle's outcome was determined by the actions and 
leadership of ordinary people doing extraordinary things. 
Australian and U.S. Sailors' actions at Coral Sea have become 
the stuff of legend," said French. "The strength of their 
character and resolve then and now continue to be a hallmark 
of our navies and our nations." 
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The Battle of the Coral Sea proved to be more than a 
strategic victory for the two nations, as Japan experienced its 
first major setback and lost two fleet carriers, Shôkaku and 
Zuikaku. These two ships would not participate in the Battle 
of Midway, fought a month later. 

"I am amazed at what the Americans decided to do at 
Coral Sea. The United States, at that time in the war, was 

outnumbered and out-gunned in the pacific zone," said 
Beazley. "Yet the United States decided to send half the 
aircraft carriers they had available to them. What an 
extraordinary act of courage by the leadership of the Navy 
both in Washington and in Hawaii." 
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41. Astronaut Mark Kelly To Speak At Flight Academy Opening 
(PENSACOLA NEWS JOURNAL 02 MAY 12) ... Rob Johnson 

The National Flight Academy has landed a prestigious 
speaker for its May 11 opening ceremony and snagged a 
luxurious consumer brand as its first corporate customer. 

Mark Kelly, an astronaut and retired Navy captain, will 
give the keynote address at the academy’s “commissioning,” 
officials at the non-profit school said Wednesday. Kelly, who 
flew combat missions during the Gulf War, also flew four 
missions on Space Shuttle Endeavour, commanding its final 
flight in 2001. 

Kelly’s visit will be followed on May 15-17 by about 100 
employees of Breitling U.S.A., the Danbury, Ct.-based maker 
of high-end watches marketed as a favorite brand of aviators 
and pilots. 

Corporate customers are seen by academy officials as 
important market to supplement its income from the 7th to 
12th graders it’s mainly designed for. 

By the time Kelly speaks the academy will have already 
welcomed its first class of teenagers, a group of 40 students 

from Escambia High School and Milton High School, who 
start their three-day, three-night sessions May 10. 

The National Flight Academy provides an interactive 
simulated aircraft carrier as the setting for educational play. 
The institution features high fidelity flight simulators that are 
virtually networked. The school is funded by private donations 
from individuals and companies through the Naval Aviation 
Museum Foundation. 

The first class will arrive in time to meet Kelly at the 
ceremony, and he’s scheduled to be joined there by two other 
space legends, former astronauts Neil Armstrong and Gene 
Cernan. 

The commissioning ceremony is open to the public and 
scheduled to start at 8:30 a.m. on May 11 outside the 
academy, which is located next to the National Aviation Flight 
Museum. 
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42. Norfolk Towing Company Settles Lawsuit With Department Of Justice 
(NEWPORT NEWS DAILY PRESS 02 MAY 12) 

A Norfolk-based towing company has agreed to settle a 
lawsuit with the U.S. Department of Justice, the federal 
agency announced Tuesday. 

The settlement requires Aristocrat Towing Inc. to pay 
$75,000 in damages and repair the credit of 26 service 
members, after they were accused of towing and selling the 
cars of active duty service members without obtaining court 
orders, a Department of Justice news release said. The case 
began with a referral from the U.S. Navy to the Department of 
Justice after a lieutenant returned from deployment and found 
the company had towed and sold his vehicle without a court 
order while he was away. 

The Department of Justice believed Aristocrat Towing's 
alleged actions were a violation of the Servicemembers Civil 
Relief Act, which modifies or suspends certain civil 

obligations of active duty military members, the news release. 
The lawsuit was first filed by the Civil Rights Division in 
2008. 

"This settlement sends a strong message to businesses 
nationwide that the Justice Department will enforce the 
Servicemembers Civil Relief Act to protect against the taking 
of service members' property without first seeking court orders 
as is required by law," said Thomas E. Perez, said assistant 
attorney general for the Civil Rights Division. 

Despite the settlement of the lawsuit, the owners of 
Artistocrat Towing continue to deny any wrongdoing, 
according to court documents. 

The court order said the company wanted to "avoid costly 
and protracted litigation." 
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OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
43. Defense Procurement Problems Won’t Go Away 
Defense procurement system may be boring, but we ignore it at our own expense 
(WASHINGTON POST 03 MAY 12) ... Walter Pincus 

In June 1986, after a year-long investigation, then-
President Ronald Reagan’s Blue Ribbon Commission on 
Defense Management — later known as the Packard 
Commission — filed a final report. 

It was established to investigate Pentagon procurement 
after an enormous increase in defense spending and the 
discovery of the infamous $435 hammer and $600 toilet seat. 
The panel was chaired by David Packard, co-founder of 
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Hewlett-Packard Co., and deputy defense secretary in the 
Nixon administration. 

Its declaration: “The Department of Defense’s acquisition 
system continues to take longer, cost more and deliver fewer 
quantities and capabilities than originally planned.” Among 
causes listed were “stifling burdens of regulation, reporting 
and oversight.” 

Last month, a Defense Business Board task force, 
established a year ago by the vice chairman of the Joint Chiefs 
of Staff, Adm. James A. Winnefeld Jr., reported exactly the 
same “unacceptable” finding. The task force conclusion came 
after a study that included 221 interviews and review of 300 
past studies and commission findings. 

Its declaration: The Defense Department “acquisition 
system continues to take longer, cost more, get less and 
oftentimes not what is needed.” 

What can be more boring than reading about yet another 
set of recommendations for fixing a system that over the past 
decade has seen the Defense Department flooded with funds. 
It’s been so flush that it could walk away from $50 billion 
worth of “weapons that either did not work or were overtaken 
by new requirements given the average 15-to-18 year 
development cycle,” according to the Punaro task force report. 

And — yawn — the overruns are hardly over. This is in 
spite of the need to reduce defense spending. More yawn-
inducing reality: The Government Accountability Office 
recently reported current major weapons systems will show a 
cost growth of $135 billion before they are fully integrated 
into the system. 

Boring and frustrating. It was time to do something 26 
years ago. The only major lasting memorial to the Packard 
Commission is its recommendation for an undersecretary of 
defense for acquisition. The Pentagon has had one since that 
time, but the problems remain. 

“Today there is no rational system whereby the Executive 
Branch and the Congress reach coherent and enduring 
agreement on national military strategy, the forces to carry it 
out, and the funding that should be provided — in light of the 
overall economy and competing claims on national resources.” 

This was the Packard Commission more than two decades 
ago. The same idea is in the Punaro report. The task force was 
chaired by Arnold Punaro, a former long-time top staff 
member of the Senate Armed Services Committee, director of 
SAIC Inc., a defense contractor, and a retired Marine Corps 
Reserve major general. 

But no one is going to read the report. Its title alone is a 
snoozer: “Linking and Streamlining the Defense 
Requirements, Acquisition, and Budget Processes.” 

Of course, it should be read, but let’s face it: There’s 
nothing sexy about a subject that drains billions from the 
budget. 

Of the fiscal 2013 Defense budget, some $400 billion is 
for procurement, research and development, goods and 
services, according to the Punaro study. 

The Pentagon carries out some 1,200 contracting 
activities from building ships to cutting edge technologies to 
consumables, services, repair parts and day-to-day needs. 

Some 152,000 military and civilian personnel work in 
acquisitions, including 30,000 contract officials and another 
16,000 in program management. 

Yawn. Yawn. Yawn. 
No one could provide the task force the number of 

contractors supporting these people though the Defense 
Department’s “best guesstimate is roughly 766,000 contractors 
at a cost of about $155 billion,” according to the Punaro 
report. The handbook for acquisition officers is 962 pages, and 
federal acquisition regulations runs over 4,000 pages. 

The Punaro task force’s first recommendation: “Zero base 
the entire system, including all directives and regulations.” 

At the heart of that suggestion is the conclusion that 
procurement’s three processes are broken — the military set 
requirements, followed by an essentially civilian-directed 
acquisition, along with a hybrid budgeting system to pay for it. 

The Punaro Task Force proposed that requirements, 
acquisition and budgeting be merged with a common 
documentation throughout. It also recommended requirements 
be frozen, after cost, schedule and technical tradeoffs have 
been made. Industry is to be brought early into the process, 
and the current wall between military requirements and 
civilian-controlled acquisition should be removed. Service 
chiefs should be involved throughout the process. 

Still awake? We all should be — and particularly 
Congress. 

“Congress should work to recodify all federal statutes 
governing procurement into a single government-wide 
procurement statute ... aim[ed] not only at consolidation, but 
more importantly at simplification and consistency.” 

That’s the Packard Commission from 26 years ago. 
It’s time to pay attention. 
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44. Buying Land Around Sub Base A Good Investment 
(NORWICH (CT) BULLETIN 02 MAY 12) ... Editorial 

When former Gov. M. Jodi Rell and then-Secretary of the 
Navy Ray Mabus signed a “partnership agreement” in 2009 
allowing the state to make financial contributions for 
infrastructure improvements at the Groton submarine base, it 
was unclear how such an arrangement could benefit the state 
and protect the base from being targeted in future base closing 
rounds. 

It was, and still is, a unique relationship, unmatched 
anywhere else in the country. Tens of millions of dollars in 
state funds have been spent on base improvements since the 
agreement was signed. 

But possibly the best investment the state has made to 
date was the decision last week to purchase abutting properties 
to provide a buffer, preventing further encroachment for 
security measures, and the potential for base expansion. 

That, in our opinion, is significant. In past Base Closure 
and Realignment rounds, one of the major deficits in rating 
Groton’s military value has been the tight quarters, 
encroachment issue and lack of expansion possibilities. 

The State Bond Commission has approved $455,000 for 
Groton to purchase property at the intersection of Crystal Lake 
Road and Military Highway, and another $225,000 to Ledyard 
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for the purchase of 20 acres adjacent to the base along Colonel 
Ledyard Highway. 

These and other state investments, coupled with recent 
federal investments for a new pier and training facility, should 
add greatly to the military value of the base, which is 
repeatedly targeted for realignment or closure. 

Enhancing the base’s military value is a top priority for 
state and local officials now that the Obama administration has 

indicated that it wants at least one, possibly two, base closing 
rounds initiated as cost-reducing measures in the Department 
of Defense budget. Congress has, at least for the time being, 
turned back that effort, rejecting the Pentagon’s request in the 
current defense department budget authorization bill. 

But that’s only a temporary reprieve. 
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45. More Mississippians Should Crew New USS Mississippi 
(JACKSON (MS) CLARION-LEDGER 02 MAY 12) ... Charlie Mitchell 

OXFORD — In a month, the Navy will take delivery 
(civilian term) of one heck-of-a-boat, a Virginia Class nuclear 
attack submarine. The commissioning (military term) of the 
USS Mississippi will take place in Pascagoula on June 2. It 
should be quite a spectacle. 

There will be speeches, probably including Navy 
Secretary Ray Mabus. The boat was built in Groton, Conn., 
and without the efforts of Navy veterans in this state and our 
former governor the commissioning would likely have been 
held there. 

What is hoped by a lot of the veterans and others is that 
once the commissioning is concluded, Mississippians will (1) 
adopt the boat and its crew and (2) work toward more 
Mississippians earning the education and skills required to 
earn a place on that crew. Speaking on these topics, Capt. John 
P. McGrath, the Mississippi's first skipper, pointed out that the 
submarine service is not staffed by swabbies (my word, not 
his). 

The last USS Mississippi was a cruiser, serving from 
1978 until 1997, and the one before that was a battleship 
commissioned in 1917, serving during World War II and 
scrapped in 1956. Two others sailed earlier, the first 
commissioned in 1841. 

Not to diminish the value of any Sailor who served aboard 
any of the four, the fact is a lot of naval duties in former times 
didn't require much training, much use of judgment or 
discretion. Among the 1,100-member crew of that battleship, 
there were "here's a mop, there's a deck" jobs. 

Not so with the new USS Mississippi. It has a small 
complement, 135 officers and enlisted personnel. To its credit, 
the Navy has recognized it must compete for talent, McGrath 
said. Submariners can train their way into six-figure salaries. 
There are no default careers aboard such a marvel of the 
defense industry. 

So the question arises as to how many Mississippi high 
school graduates could qualify to serve aboard this boat 

bearing the name of their home state. The answer is "not 
enough." 

That's what makes STEM and similar efforts relevant. 
The Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics 
Education Coalition is working in Mississippi schools and 
universities to light the fire of learning in young people who 
have the aptitude for such jobs, but, due to rural location or 
other factors, have never had access or been challenged. 

STEM and others want to parlay the excitement 
associated with the commissioning into excitement among 
young people to work harder in school. Although the USS 
Mississippi is not yet officially property of the Navy, it has 
had a full crew for well over a year. Members of that crew, 
including officers, have been visiting schools to offer 
encouragement as well as to learn more about the state for 
which their boat is named. 

Too, the work of the veterans won't stop once the USS 
Mississippi is at sea. What they want Mississippians to do is 
embrace members of the crew, "adopt" them as it were, and 
hold events to celebrate their service. The crew of the USS 
Mississippi could be encouraged to post photos and stories 
about their unclassified missions on a website. Teachers could 
keep tabs, informing the students. Pen pal (or text pal) 
relationships could be formed. 

The Navy has every reason to be proud of its newest 
submarine, and Mississippians have every reason to be proud 
of having this boat in the fleet. Mississippians should also 
show their continuing pride and appreciation. 

But there's more. 
While supporting the national defense, the USS 

Mississippi can and should be a point of inspiration for 
students in the state. Those who bring the ship to life on June 
2 could, on an ongoing basis, bring energy and enthusiasm to 
those with the aptitude to join them. 

People, including young people, need goals. Being a 
Sailor assigned to the USS Mississippi is a worthy one. 
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BBLLOOGGSS::  
46. EXCERPTS FROM BLOGS AROUND THE WORLD 
(PUBLISHED 23 APR – 26 APR 12) 

 
Kicking off Southern Seas 2012 by Cmdr. Peter T. 

Mirisola from Underway on the Underwood, May 2 
Cmdr. Peter T. Mirisola is Commanding Officer, USS 

Underwood (FFG 36) 
We are embarking from Mayport, Fla. and heading south 

to the Caribbean, Central and South America on SOUTHERN 

SEAS 2012. SOUTHERN SEAS is an annual collaborative 
deployment in the U.S. Southern Command 
(USSOUTHCOM) area of responsibility where a task group 
deploys to conduct a variety of exercises and multinational 
exchanges. SOUTHERN SEAS seeks to enhance 
interoperability, increase regional stability, and build and 
maintain regional relationships with countries in the region 
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through joint, multinational and interagency exchanges and 
cooperation. 

During SOUTHERN SEAS, U.S. and South America 
forces will participate in three major exercises including 
UNITAS PAC, UNITAS LANT and SIFOREX. This year our 
ship will be working with a vast array of other navies during 
these three exercises. 

I look forward to this deployment for a number of 
reasons. First, our partners bring diverse experiences and skills 
to the mission. We can learn from them and they from us and 
together prepare for future events by understanding each other 
better. Southern Seas is a great opportunity for navies of the 
Western Hemisphere to conduct navy-to-navy exercises, build 
military relationships and enhance multinational force 
interoperability. It’s designed to emphasize interoperability 
and cooperation through various training opportunities at sea 
and ashore. 

At the end of our mission, we hope to walk away having 
learned more about our partner nations and foster friendships 
and understanding among the nations of the Western 
Hemisphere. I know this ship and the Fighting Devils are 
ready to work with our partner nations over the next few 
months. 

Over the course of our mission, I ask that you become a 
fan and follow us on Facebook. Tune in to this blog, which 
will be published at least once a week to learn about what 
we’re doing and about the people on this mission. Sometimes 
I’ll be the blogger. Sometimes I’ll have a guest blogger, such 
as a junior Sailor, a division chief, or a department head. I 
welcome any comments and suggestions that you may have, 
so feel free to share them. 

 
From the Well to the Helm in Six Weeks by Lt. Carina 

Podgorski from U.S. Navy Jag Corps Blog, May 1 
One JAG’s Account of Her Participation in the Joint 

Warrior Exercise 
“MET? 
“I recommend Go, Sir.” 
“N2?” 
“I recommend Go.” 
“OPS?” 
“I recommend a Go, Sir.” 
“LEGAD? 
As the chief of staff worked his way around our small 

group, I waited my turn to give my legal recommendation of 
either “go” or “no go” for the planned mission of landing the 
French marines on the shores of Caledonia. Recommending a 
“go” would commence in less than 24 hours, the anticipated 
amphibious operation to engage and destroy the terrorist 
forces on Caledonian shores. Recommending a “no go” would 
mean scratching the mission and returning to the planning 
room. This was just one of the many difficult decisions I faced 
while acting as the sole judge advocate for the Combined Task 
Group (CTG) and its supporting forces during Joint Warrior 
11-2. 

Joint Warrior is a biannual military exercise in which the 
U.S. Navy has the opportunity to train and work alongside 
naval personnel from its NATO allies. The scenario, created 
by the Joint Training Exercise Planning Staff, started as a 
territorial dispute between two rival nations–Caledonia and 

Dragonia–that escalated in hostilities at sea, in the air, and on 
land. 

Led by Commander, United Kingdom Task Group 
(COUKTG), the CTG included the crew of HMS Bulwark 
(L15)–the Royal Navy’s newest amphibious assault, command 
and control ship; Commander, Landing Force (the French 
marines); British and Danish frigates and destroyers; two 
submarines; and USS Arleigh Burke (DDG-51). Thirteen 
nations participated in the two-week exercise in the North 
Atlantic along the shores of Scotland. The multi-combat 
training evolutions and warfare exercises included anti-
submarine exercises, live fire exercises, boardings, and 
amphibious landing operations. 

My role as the judge advocate was to provide legal 
guidance and support for the CTG, who commanded the 
multinational joint task force sent to serve as a peacekeeper 
between the two nations, a protector of the international 
shipping lanes, and a counterforce to piracy and smuggling. I 
devoted a significant amount of time to reviewing rules of 
engagement and providing implementation guidance to the 
commanding officer and the battle staff. I also provided direct 
support to the CTG’s battle staff on matters of international 
maritime law and law of armed conflict. 

The most challenging legal matter was employing NATO 
rules of engagement in coordination with the different British, 
French, and American interpretations of “hostile act” and 
“hostile intent” and their applications of self-defense. This was 
not a problem of a language barrier among the forces, but 
rather it was a challenge in working through the different 
nations’ philosophical differences in the application of rules of 
engagement to the particular operation. I quickly perceived 
how small differences in interpretations and in definitions of 
terms can impact operations at multiple levels, including at the 
tactical level. Working with the operational staff planners 
provided me the unique opportunity to learn firsthand the 
developing and planning stages of a mission. In return, this 
insight and close involvement assisted me in incorporating the 
necessary rules of engagement for successful mission 
accomplishment during the exercise. 

Although the battle rhythm on the HMS Bulwark 
remained fairly consistent for most of the ship’s crew, it 
changed daily for me and the rest of the battle staff as the 
exercise progressed. The Joint Warrior exercise planners 
quickly eroded the fragile relations among the two nations and 
the multinational force, escalating tensions by injecting acts of 
piracy, weapons smuggling, and terrorist acts into the 
scenario. As these incidents occurred, rules of engagement 
requests for warning shots, disabling fire, and boardings 
arrived at a faster pace from our subordinate ships and 
required a faster response time. I was constantly called upon at 
all times of the day and night to brief the commanding officer 
and the battle staff, to monitor “signals” (British term for 
messages) from our ships for rules of engagement requests, 
and to draft my own signals to send out to the fleet. 

One of the most memorable experiences of Joint Warrior 
occurred on the last day of the exercise. On the previous day, 
one of our ships was fired upon by a Dragonian submarine. I 
was called out of my rack at 0400 to meet with the chief of 
staff and the rest of the battle staff. I pulled on my coveralls 
and hustled to the Combat Information Center where the chief 
of staff and other staff members were assembled. The chief of 
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staff quickly relayed that due to the prior attack, the captain 
wanted to engage three Dragonian vessels that appeared to be 
maneuvering into targeting positions near one of our ships. 
Fortunately for me and the rest of the battle staff, the chief of 
staff recognized our foggy state of mind and suggested we 
reassemble in the wardroom lounge for tea and to discuss our 
options before the formal “go/no go” battle brief to the 
captain. Just as calm and collected as if we were sitting down 
for the daily 1600 tea and biscuits, the chief of staff asked that 
infamous question posed to judge advocates in the operational 
law arena, “JAG, can we shoot?” In that moment, I knew that I 
was truly out of the courtroom and in the fleet. 

During the six weeks at sea, I was given the opportunity 
to experience, to observe, and to participate in a variety of 
underway activities. I stood watch with the DESRON 26 staff, 
monitoring and responding to messages from Sixth Fleet and 
Second Fleet. I observed replenishment at sea (RAS); visit, 
board, search, and seizure (VBSS) training; and mock 
boardings. I learned about combat operation systems and 
charting ship movement. 

The DESRON 26 staff was particularly helpful in 
teaching me new operational acronyms and ship vocabulary, 
such as FIAC, CCOI, and PIM. I enjoyed a warm, spicy MRE 
(meal ready to eat and not military rules of evidence) and 
modeled the ship’s “battle dress” (British term for flash gear) 
for a day. I watched in awe as USS Arleigh Burke fired rounds 
into the cliffs of Cape Wrath. I was deferentially piped on 
board HMS Bulwark at the beginning of the exercise, and then 
airlifted off at the end by the largest helicopter I have ever 
seen– a HTUFT, which stands for “helicopter taken up from 
trade. I watched the French Marines and Royal Marines train 
on the flood deck for their amphibious operation while I did 
“phys” (British shorthand for PT) on the open deck above. I 
hitched a ride on one of the Landing Craft Utilities (LCUs) 
and caught the sun rise as we maneuvered out of the HMS 
Bulwark’s flood deck, across the flat water of Loch Eriboll 
towards shore to drop off an amphibious tank nicknamed “the 
beast. With so many French Marines around, it was easy to 
brush up on my French, mainly “Bonjour” and “enchanté.” 
Regretfully, I did not have the opportunity to greet any 
Turkish officers with “Merhaba.” 

Any remaining free time was spent either on the bridge 
watching the seas or in the briefing room chatting with other 
British officers on the differences in ship life on board British 
and American vessels. The crews of both HMS Bulwark and 
USS Arleigh Burke were equally amiable and hospitable and 
welcomed me as part of their respective wardrooms. 

Having returned to solid land, sunny Florida, and to my 
normal routine as a trial counsel, I still marvel at all the 
accomplishments and experiences from Joint Warrior. I am 
currently trying to implement the “go/no go” methodology 
with my co-counsels when determining the prosecutorial merit 
of cases that our office receives. The transition from the well 
of the courtroom to the operational setting of Joint Warrior 
was not as difficult as I had expected. Instead of applying 
MREs (this time, military rules of evidence), I was applying 
ROEs; instead of arguing my interpretation of a case’s holding 
before a military judge, I was briefing the commanding officer 
of a multinational force task group on the NATO meanings of 
hostile intent and hostile act; and instead of reviewing rules 
for courts martial, I was interpreting or deciphering 

fragmentary orders (FRAGOs) and operation plans 
(OPLANs). 

To all judge advocates who have the opportunity to 
participate in an exercise like this, my recommendation is the 
same as my reply to the chief of staff in the briefing room, “I 
recommend GO!” 

I would like to extend special thanks to the COUKTG 
staff, to Commodore DeMane and his knowledgeable staff of 
DESRON 26, and to the captain and crew of USS Arleigh 
Burke. 

 
NMCB-11 Can Do: ALFA Company Rebuilds A 

Critical Road At A Moment’s Notice by Joseph Dietz from 
NMCB 11 Blog, May 1 

Equipment Operator 1st Class Joseph R. Dietz serves in 
NMCB 11 ALFA Company. 

HELMAND PROVINCE, Afghanistan – Seabees 
assigned to Naval Mobile Construction Battalion (NMCB) 11 
rebuilt a road leading into the main Entry Control Point (ECP) 
to Camp Leatherneck on April 21st. 

Camp officials were forced to close the road the night 
prior due to its dangerous and near impassable conditions. The 
road is critical for transporting vital supplies, contractor 
materials, vehicles, and personnel in and out of the camp. 
Weather and heavy usage had eroded the surface to the point 
that several tractor trailers had gotten stuck, and other vehicles 
could not traverse the area without getting mired in deep holes 
and ruts. 

In the late night hours when most people, even Seabees, 
are sleeping, Alfa Company received a request asking for 
critical, short-fused equipment support to rebuild the badly 
damaged road. 

Seven hours later, there were six Seabees on-site with 
heavy equipment to include a D7 Bulldozer. “We had our 
work cut out for us” said Project Supervisor, Equipment 
Operator 1st Class Robert Dorch as he recalled the conditions 
upon arrival at the site. “It’s hard to believe anything could 
make it into the camp with the condition of this road." 

The Seabees, led by Dorch, first cut all of the high points 
using the bulldozer, followed by an overall rough grade of the 
entire site. Once the road was brought to initial grade and the 
enormous holes were filled with suitable material, Petty 
Officer 3rd Class Justain Fordt began to grade the road with a 
motorized grader. A roller followed closely behind, 
compacting the material to a hardened surface capable of 
supporting tractor trailers and convoy vehicles. 

Within six hours of arriving on-site, the Seabees were 
able to completely rebuild the road, to include widening the 
travel way which allowed traffic to begin flowing by early 
afternoon. “It’s remarkable what our Seabees are able to 
accomplish as a team” stated LT Bryan Wilson, from Dayton 
Ohio, the Alfa Company Commander. 

Homeported in Gulfport, Miss., NMCB-11 is deployed to 
Afghanistan to conduct general, mobility, survivability 
engineering operations, defensive operations, Afghan National 
Army partnering and detachment of units in combined/joint 
operations area – Afghanistan in order to enable the 
neutralization of the insurgency and support improved 
governance and stability operations. 

View Gallery (29 Photos) 
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Liberal Academic Joins Navy Reserve, Stuns & 
Puzzles Several Faculty Colleagues by Eric Schuck from 
The Best Defense (Foreign Policy), May 2 

Eric Schuck is a professor of economics at Linfield 
College in Oregon, where he specializes in natural resources 
and water usage. 

Two years ago, I was happily leading the life of a 
dilettante economics professor, spending a month roaming 
across southern England and western France with 14 
economics majors. Hey -- it's a tough gig, but someone has to 
do it. And then came a phone call. Not just any call -- THE 
call. The call where I stopped being Dr. Schuck and instantly 
transformed to LT Schuck, SC, USNR. It was 23 January 
2010, and I can still tell you exactly where I was (a lovely 
little bistro named L'Auberge de la Reine Blanche on the Ile 
de St Louis) and what I was doing (enjoying the last of my 
tarte tatin). Everything after that point is a blur -- heading 
home, telling my family, rearranging my classes for the spring 
and fall, training to deploy and ultimately spending the better 
part of a foot fungus filled year coastwatching in Kuwait. 

The past is prologue, and that is my past. Here is my 
present. I've been home for almost a year, and yet I still do not 
quite fit in. I wander around a campus both achingly familiar 
and hauntingly distant. I am back where I started, but it is not 
always clear if I am back where I belong. It's hard. But stating 
that is not enough. I am, after all, an academic. I cannot help 
but try to sort this all out. Rather obviously, I am different 
from when I left. Being recalled to active duty and mobilizing 
was a crucible event. It will, for the rest of my days, mark a 
coda in my life, mark the defining point of 'before' and 'after'. 
No one else around me has that. More critically, no one else 
around me has EVER had that. Where I have been and what I 
have done is simply completely beyond their scope of 
comprehension. Most of the time this manifests in an 
unfortunate but typically well-meaning ignorance. When other 
professors talk about my deployment, they either describe it as 
if I had the worst sabbatical ever or as if I taught in some 
horribly misguided semester at sea. They simply cannot bring 
themselves to say -- or to acknowledge -- that one of their own 
went to war. Such things are simply not dreamt of in their 
philosophies. 

Nine years ago I joined the Navy Reserve for one simple, 
clarion reason: because people like me don't. I found -- and 
find -- that fact to be utterly abhorrent. So, much to my wife's 
rather pronounced but mercifully understanding displeasure, I 
instituted my own personal one-man draft. I have never 
regretted it. Not for an instant. Make no mistake -- I am not 
some Fox News watching Red State zealot. I'm a Subaru-
driving, green-tea drinking, registered Democrat, college 
professor from Oregon. To say I stand out in the military is a 
bit of an understatement. But I serve with the same honor, 
courage and commitment that all Sailors show and I do it 
because I love my country and I love the Navy. Simply put, 
this is a duty I must fulfill. 

Unfortunately, few people feel this way, and the AVF 
makes it all the easier for them to do so. Under the AVF, the 
military is a job for 'other' people (and at the risk of putting 
too fine a point on it, in the context of a college campus 'other 
people' means non-upper/middle class people). That's not 
good. It's corrosive to our society. Yet it is the corrosive 
effects on the military itself that are most worrisome. It allows 

the military to adopt a culture and identity that is distinctly 
different from the society it defends. For the record, I do not 
call myself a 'warfighter' or speak of a 'warrior ethos'. I'm a 
logistics officer, and a part-time one to boot. Faux-Spartan 
affectations grow in the military, however, because they 
enable the military to justify its distance from the rest of 
society not as a failure of society but as a sign of elitism. 
Civilian society encourages the creation of a 'warrior caste' 
because it frees them of the guilt of not serving. That needs to 
stop. So while as an economist I fully recognize that there 
would be a loss in productivity by moving from an AVF to an 
at least partially conscripted force, any losses in efficiency 
would be more than offset by gains in equity within society. 
And if we hold true to the idea that 'all... are created equal', 
does that not have some weight? 

In short, I agree with you: Even as a volunteer in the 
AVF, I believe the AVF era should end. 

 
Website Helps Kids on the Move by Lisa Daniel from 

Family Matters (American Forces Press Service), May 2 
It’s that time of year again when so many military 

families are starting their relocation plans – and dealing with 
the fallout from kids who would rather stay put. 

As a parent of young children, I often think if I ever want 
a change of scenery, i.e., moving to a new area, I have a 
window of opportunity – before the kids become teenagers. 
That’s because I remember vividly my own 14-year-old inner 
voice screaming “no way, not now, not ever” at the slightest 
hint that my parents might upend my comfort zone with a 
move. But I don’t have the weight of the U.S. military behind 
me, and they didn’t either. 

Military kids don’t have that luxury of influencing a 
family’s decision to move, which is among the many reasons 
the Defense Department deemed April the Month of the 
Military Child – to celebrate military children’s shared 
sacrifice for the nation. 

While even one relocation is traumatic for most teens, 
military kids have done it multiple times. But that doesn’t 
necessarily make it easier, as Karen Morgan knows firsthand. 

Morgan is a senior program analyst with the department’s 
Military Community and Family Policy office in the Pentagon. 
But she also was a Marine Corps wife for 25 years, and the 
couple has two children. 

“Moving anywhere can be traumatic for anyone, but it’s 
doubly traumatic with kids,” she told me recently. 

Morgan mostly remembers their relocations fondly – as a 
family bonding experience, and a chance to experience new 
areas together. But there were hard times, too, like when they 
moved in the summer and couldn’t find other children to play 
with, and when their daughter left for college in Virginia while 
they still were stationed in Okinawa. 

Now Morgan uses those experiences to give insight into a 
DOD website designed to help military kids with their parents’ 
many relocations. Military Youth on the Move has tabs for 
teens, pre-teens, and younger kids to help with everything 
from preparing for college, to dating, to making new friends. 
There is a “Moving Out” section with advice on packing, 
saying ‘goodbye,’ and keeping in touch, and a “Get Help” tab 
offers advice on dealing with a parent’s deployment, divorce, 
and bullying. 
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Moving is never easy, but sites like Military Youth on the 
Move certainly help. 

 
Your Navy TODAY – USS Independence Departs 

Mexico, Ordnance Transfer on USS George H. W. Bush by 
Xander Gamble from Navy Live, May 1 

On any given day, in your Navy, our team of more than 
600,000 professional Sailors and Civilians are working 
together around the globe to perform our mission: deter 
aggression and, if deterrence fails, win our Nation’s wars. It is 
not possible to share every aspect of this global team but, 
through this blog, we offer you a glimpse of what these men 
and women do. 

 Vice Chief of Naval Operations Adm. Mark 
Ferguson, hosts the capstone event to culminate 
Sexual Assault Awareness Month. 

 Gunner's Mate 1st Class Douglas Eggleton, from 
Cooperstown, N.Y., stands watch at a gun mount 
aboard the littoral combat ship USS Independence 
(LCS 2), as the ship departs Manzanillo, Mexico, 
following a port visit to the city. Independence's Gold 
Crew and embarked Mine Countermeasures 
Detachment 1 are underway for the ship's maiden 
voyage to its homeport of San Diego. 

 Quartermaster 3rd Class Jason X. Pabon prepares to 
signal the position of the aircraft carrier USS George 
H.W. Bush (CVN 77) to the Military Sealift 
Command dry cargo and ammunition ship USNS 
Lewis and Clark (T-AKE 1) during an ordnance 
transfer. George H.W. Bush is in the Atlantic Ocean 
conducting carrier qualifications. 

 Capt. Don Gabrielson, left, commanding officer of 
the Ticonderoga-class guided-missile cruiser USS 
Cape St. George (CG 71), performs with country 

music singer Toby Keith during a USO performance 
aboard the ship. Keith is on his 10th tour with the 
USO, performing for deployed service members 
around the world. Cape St. George is deployed as 
part of the Abraham Lincoln Carrier Strike Group to 
the U.S. 5th Fleet area of responsibility conducting 
maritime security operations, theater security 
cooperation efforts and support missions as part of 
Operation Enduring Freedom. 

View Gallery (4Photos) 
Broadcast Clip - Medical Personnel Prepare For The 

Worst 
(YOUTUBE 24 APR 12) U.S. Pacific Fleet 
"Pacific Partnership" prepares medical teams to respond 

to medical emergencies across the Pacific region. 
View Clip (RT: 4:16) 
Broadcast Clip - Pacific Partnership 2012: The 

Mission 
(YOUTUBE 24 APR 12) U.S. Pacific Fleet 
Pacific Partnership 2012 gears up to start the mission. 
View Clip (RT: 0:48) 
Broadcast Clip - USS Abraham Lincoln (CVN 72) 

Conducts Flight Operations 
(YOUTUBE 30 APR 12) Mass Communication Specialist 

2nd Class Jimmy Cellini 
ARABIAN SEA -- U.S. Navy Sailors conduct flight 

operations on the flight deck of the Nimitz-class aircraft 
carrier USS Abraham Lincoln (CVN 72). Abraham Lincoln is 
deployed to the U.S. 5th Fleet area of responsibility 
conducting maritime security operations, theater security 
cooperation efforts and support missions as part of Operation 
Enduring Freedom. 

View Clip (RT: 1:39) 
 

Return to Index 
 
 



 1

CHINFO NEWS CLIPS 
Wednesday, October 03, 2012 

 
Further reproduction or distribution is subject to original copyright restrictions. 

To subscribe, go to http://www.chinfo.navy.mil/pages/clips.html. 

 
On This Day In The Navy: 
1921: USS Olympia sails for France to bring home the Unknown Soldier from World War I. 
 

TOP STORIES: 
1. Netanyahu Appears To Be Shifting Israel’s Iran Policy Toward More Sanctions 
(NEW YORK TIMES 03 OCT 12) ... Isabel Kershner 

JERUSALEM — Benjamin Netanyahu, the prime minister of Israel, plans to travel to Europe before the end of the year, among 
other things to press for a toughening of sanctions against Tehran, Israeli officials said Tuesday. The plans appeared to be another 
indication of a shifting Israeli emphasis, at least for now, toward efforts to stop the Iranian nuclear program by means other than 
military action. 

 
2. U.S. Is Tracking Killers In Attack On Libya Mission 
(NEW YORK TIMES 03 OCT 12) ... Eric Schmitt and David D. Kirkpatrick 

WASHINGTON — The United States is laying the groundwork for operations to kill or capture militants implicated in the deadly 
attack on a diplomatic mission in Libya, senior military and counterterrorism officials said Tuesday, as the weak Libyan government 
appears unable to arrest or even question fighters involved in the assault. 

 
3. Navy Urges Better Nutrition And Less Smoking 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 03 OCT 12) ... Mike Hixenbaugh 

NORFOLK -- Taking a cue from first lady Michelle Obama and her efforts to whip the nation's children into shape, the Navy has 
launched a campaign to get Sailors to eat healthier, exercise more often and quit smoking. 

 

MIDEAST: 
4. Wary Of Israel, Iran Is Said To Err In Strikes 
(NEW YORK TIMES 03 OCT 12) ... Michael R. Gordon 

The Iranian military was so apprehensive about the threat of an Israeli airstrike on its nuclear installations in 2007 and 2008 that it 
mistakenly fired on civilian airliners and, in one instance, on one of its own military aircraft, according to classified American 
intelligence reports. 

 
5. Syria's Kurds Build Enclaves As War Rages 
Oppressed group gains new freedoms with help of political alliance, militia 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 03 OCT 12) ... Joe Parkinson 

DERIK, Syria—A teacher's request sends a dozen young arms skyward, with high-pitched pleas to showcase new skills. One by 
one, the excited pupils walk to the front of their dusty classroom to recite or write in Kurdish—a language outlawed from public life in 
Syria. 

 

AFRICA: 
6. Probe In Libya Moving Slowly 
Few questions being asked about attack on Americans, locals say 
(WASHINGTON POST 03 OCT 12) ... Michael Birnbaum and Anne Gearan 

BENGHAZI, Libya — Three weeks after the attack that killed four Americans in this city, the investigation of its causes remains 
in its initial stages, with just a handful of suspects detained, the crime scenes minimally secured and Walid Faraj waiting for a phone 
call from someone, anyone, asking him what he saw on the night he was injured while protecting the U.S. diplomatic post here. 
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7. U.S. Scrutinizes Libya Suspects 
(LOS ANGELES TIMES 03 OCT 12) ... David S. Cloud and Ken Dilanian 

WASHINGTON -- The Pentagon, CIA and other U.S. intelligence agencies are assembling dossiers on suspects in the assault on 
the U.S. Consulate in eastern Libya that killed the U.S. ambassador and three other Americans, a first step toward fulfilling President 
Obama's vow to bring the killers to justice, U.S. officials said. 

 
8. U.S. Had Early Indications Libya Attack Tied To Organized Militants 
(REUTERS 02 OCT 12) ... Mark Hosenball and Tabassum Zakaria 

WASHINGTON -- Within hours of last month's attacks on U.S. diplomatic facilities in Benghazi, Libya, President Barack 
Obama's administration received about a dozen intelligence reports suggesting militants connected to al Qaeda were involved, three 
government sources said. 

 
9. White House Widens Covert War In North Africa 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 02 OCT 12) ... Kimberly Dozier 

WASHINGTON — Small teams of special operations forces arrived at American embassies throughout North Africa in the 
months before militants launched the fiery attack that killed the U.S. ambassador in Libya. The soldiers' mission: Set up a network that 
could quickly strike a terrorist target or rescue a hostage. 

 
10. African Troops Overtake Somali Militant Stronghold 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 03 OCT 12) ... Nicholas Bariyo 

KAMPALA, Uganda—African Union troops took full control of the Somali port city of Kismayo on Tuesday, capturing the last 
stronghold of the al-Shabaab Islamist group in Somalia. 

 

AFGHANISTAN: 
11. Q & A: NATO's Secretary-General Discusses Afghanistan, Libya 
Under Anders Fogh Rasmussen's watch, the coalition's most consuming campaign has been the Afghan 
war. He discusses the exit plan and the recent 'insider attacks.' 
(LOS ANGELES TIMES 02 OCT 12) ... Henry Chu 

BRUSSELS — Since becoming head of the world's most durable military alliance three years ago, NATO Secretary-General 
Anders Fogh Rasmussen has had his hands full with conflicts and operations outside the coalition's center of gravity in North America 
and Europe. 

 

ASIA – PACIFIC: 
12. Chinese Govt Ships In Waters Of Disputed Isles: Japan 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 02 OCT 12) ... Hiroshi Hiyama 

TOKYO - Chinese government ships returned to waters off disputed Japanese-controlled islands Tuesday, the coast guard said, a 
week after they last left and days after heated exchanges at the UN General Assembly. 

 
13. China And Japan Face Off: Tiny Islands, Big Dispute 
The China and Japan face off over five islands has sunk relations to a 40-year low - the worst since 
diplomatic relations began. But the sabre rattling is just for show, say analysts. 
(CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR 02 OCT 12) ... Peter Ford 

BEIJING -- The Great Hall of the People, the heart of Beijing's ceremonial political life, should have been ringing last month with 
toasts and speeches to fete the 40th anniversary of diplomatic relations between China and Japan. 

 
14. Phl Seeking More Help To Resolve Territorial Row 
(PHILIPINE STAR 03 OCT 12) ... Pia Lee-Brago 

MANILA, Philippines - With China’s seemingly unhampered incursions in the West Philippine Sea and in waters controlled by 
its neighbors, the Philippines is appealing to the international community for more help in resolving the issue through enforcement of 
international laws. 

 

AMERICAS: 
15. UNITAS Training Targets Drug Smugglers 
(NAVY TIMES 02 OCT 12) ... Mark D. Faram 

ABOARD THE DESTROYER GRAVELY — The Mexican navy patrol boat Independencia halted the U.S. destroyer Gravely in 
Caribbean waters Sept. 23, announcing a search for contraband. 
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ALLIED NAVIES: 
16. Largest Navy Warship Now Has Crew 
(U.K. PRESS ASSOCIATION 02 OCT 12) 

The largest warship built for the Royal Navy now has its first crew members - around eight years before it is fully operational. 
 

WHITE HOUSE: 
17. Obama, Biden Launch Initiative For Military Kids 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 03 OCT 12) ... Stacy A. Anderson 

WASHINGTON— Madeline Stevens knows what it's like to be a military brat. 
 

PERSONNEL: 
18. VA Goal: 4.7 Million Claims In Three Years 
(NAVY TIMES 08 OCT 12) ... Rick Maze 

For the Veterans Affairs Department to meet its ambitious goal of eliminating the huge benefits claims backlog by 2015, the 
department will have to find a way to process 4.7 million claims in the next three years. 

 
19. Sailor Convicted In Fatal Accident By Military Jurors 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 02 OCT 12) ... Bill Sizemore 

NORFOLK -- A military jury did Tuesday what its civilian counterpart refused to do, convicting a Sailor of drunken and reckless 
driving and negligent homicide in a car crash that killed two people. 

 

MARINE CORPS: 
20. Marines Experiment Puts Women On Infantry Course For First Time 
Rigorous program tests officers' mental, physical endurance 
(USA TODAY 03 OCT 12) ... Jim Michaels 

QUANTICO, Va. -- It was 10 a.m., and the Marines trudging along the road bordered by thick Virginia woods had been up for 
seven hours already. Their uniforms were soaked with sweat, and their faces showed signs of the pain in their muscles. Their day was 
far from over. 

 

VOTING: 
21. Debate Over Military Voting Heats Up 
(NEWPORT NEWS DAILY PRESS 03 OCT 12) ... Hugh Lessig 

Military families are a key voting bloc in battleground Virginia, but one group fears its voice will be under-represented on 
Election Day. 

 

AVIATION: 
22. U.S., Lockheed Talks For More F-35s Move To Senior Level: Sources 
(REUTERS 02 OCT 12) ... Andrea Shalal-Esa 

WASHINGTON -- Talks between the Pentagon and Lockheed Martin Corp. about a fifth order of F-35 fighter planes have been 
elevated to a senior level as the two sides debate the last $100-million-plus dividing them, according to multiple sources familiar with 
the discussions. 

 
23. Eglin F-35 Wing Starts KC-130J Refueling Training 
(AVIATION WEEK 03 OCT 12) ... Amy Butler 

Two U.S. Marine Corps F-35B pilots executed the first two aerial refuelings for the stealthy aircraft from the service’s KC-130J 
during an Oct. 2 mission. 

 
24. Navy's P-8 Sub Hunter Bets On High Altitude, High Tech; Barf Bags Optional 
(AOL DEFENSE 02 OCT 12) ... Sydney J. Freedberg Jr. 

The Navy's jet-powered P-8 Poseidon patrol plane boasts plenty of advances over the P-3 Orion turboprops it will replace, but for 
the sensor operators the favorite feature will be very basic: They won't throw up as much. 
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SUBMARINES: 
25. Courtney Says USS Miami Hull Appears Sound 
(NEW LONDON DAY 02 OCT 12) ... Jennifer McDermott 

After touring the burned USS Miami, Congressman Joe Courtney said it doesn’t appear as though the hull was compromised in 
the fire. 

 

SURFACE FLEET: 
26. Ship Named In Honor Of Fallen Navy Seal 
The Warship is a guided missile destroyer named for the local hero from Long Island 
(WNBC NEW YORK 02 OCT 12) ... Erika Tarantal 

The family of Lt. Michael Murphy, a Navy Seal killed in Afghanistan seven years ago, got an emotional look Tuesday at the USS 
Michael Murphy. 

 

CONGRESS / BUDGET: 
27. McCain Threatens To Block Contractor Payments From Pentagon 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 03 OCT 12) ... Tony Capaccio 

The top Republican on the Senate Armed Services Committee said today he would move to block Pentagon payments to defense 
contractors facing layoff-related expenses from automatic budget cuts set to begin in January. 

 

SINKEX: 
28. Environmentalists Aim To Stop Navy's 'Target Practice' 
(NEWPORT NEWS DAILY PRESS 03 OCT 12) ... Tamara Dietrich 

Concerns about sinking old PCB-contaminated warships to build artificial reefs led to two federal policy changes this year that 
essentially scuttled the program. 

 

INFRASTRUCTURE / INSTALLATIONS: 
29. MRI Upgrades Unveiled At SD Naval Hospital 
Expansion to cut wait times, improve care for combat wounded 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 02 OCT 12) ... Gretel C. Kovach 

A major expansion of diagnostic imaging services unveiled Wednesday at Naval Medical Center San Diego is expected to cut 
wait times and improve patient care, particularly for combat wounded service members with traumatic brain injury, medical center 
staff said. 

 

COMMENTARY: 
30. South Korea: Asia’s Other Rising Naval Power 
(THE DIPLOMAT 02 OCT 12) ... Dr. Robert Farley 

With the world’s attention focused on a potential confrontation between China and Japan in the East China Sea, a third player has 
built what may be the most powerful ship-for-ship fleet in Northeast Asia. Over the past fifteen years, the Republic of Korea Navy 
(ROKN) has expanded dramatically, acquiring a substantial fleet of modern, powerful warships. While the ROKN continues to 
prepare for the contingency of conflict with North Korea, it has become a force capable of significant foreign deployment. If Seoul 
maintains its commitment to the Navy, the ROKN could become one of the world’s premier middle power navies. 

 
31. Top 5 Reasons Not To Ballyhoo China’s Carrier 
(THE DIPLOMAT 02 OCT 12) ... James R. Holmes 

Last week Captain Zhang Zheng, the photogenic commanding officer of the PLA Navy’s first aircraft carrier, gave a remarkably 
frank interview in which he confessed that the PLA Navy has a long way to go before it operates carrier task forces proficiently. I 
agree. 
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TOP STORIES: 
1. Netanyahu Appears To Be Shifting Israel’s Iran Policy Toward More Sanctions 
(NEW YORK TIMES 03 OCT 12) ... Isabel Kershner 

JERUSALEM — Benjamin Netanyahu, the prime 
minister of Israel, plans to travel to Europe before the end of 
the year, among other things to press for a toughening of 
sanctions against Tehran, Israeli officials said Tuesday. The 
plans appeared to be another indication of a shifting Israeli 
emphasis, at least for now, toward efforts to stop the Iranian 
nuclear program by means other than military action. 

Mr. Netanyahu told the United Nations General Assembly 
last week that a “red line” must be drawn capping Iran’s 
ability to enrich uranium, asserting that the country might 
reach an irreversible point in its drive for a nuclear weapon by 
next spring or summer. 

Mr. Netanyahu said that while American-led international 
sanctions have so far not succeeded in stopping Iran’s nuclear 
program, he believed that “faced with a clear red line, Iran will 
back down. This will give more time for sanctions and 
diplomacy to convince Iran to dismantle its nuclear weapons 
program altogether.” 

The Israeli leader’s speech appeared to suggest that the 
deadline for any military strike had been pushed off to mid-
2013, well past the American presidential election, smoothing 
over a main point of contention between the Israelis and the 
Obama administration. 

The growing Israeli focus on a new round of sanctions 
comes amid reports of the deep impact that current sanctions 
are having on the Iranian economy. 

A recent internal report prepared by the Israeli Foreign 
Ministry stated that the sanctions might, according to some 
assessments, also be affecting the stability of the Iranian 
government, which insists that its nuclear program is for 
purely peaceful purposes. 

But because the sanctions have not yet persuaded the 
government in Tehran to suspend its nuclear drive, the Israeli 
report concluded, another round of sanctions is needed. 

“We are calling for even stiffer sanctions to be imposed 
against the regime, but in the background there also needs to 
be a credible military option,” Moshe Yaalon, one of Mr. 
Netanyahu’s top ministers, told Israel Radio on Tuesday. 
“That integrated strategy is supposed to bring the Iranian 
regime to a point of decision.” 

Mr. Netanyahu is expected to personally urge leaders in 
France and Germany to step up the already severe sanctions 
against Iran, according to one senior Israeli government 
official. He added that the new strategy was to focus on 
Europe out of concern that the impending American 

presidential election made any new action from Washington 
less likely. 

At the same time, the official said, a recent meeting of 
European foreign ministers in Cyprus suggested some 
openness to additional sanctions. 

“Our feeling is that with the elections and everything, 
we’ve not seen much on the American front except for sealing 
holes where the Iranians have found ways to get around the 
sanctions,” the official said. “Up until now, it’s been the U.S. 
and then the Europeans following. If it’s the other way around, 
so be it. We’ve got to go with what we’ve got.” 

He added, “Personally, I don’t think we’ll get a full trade 
embargo, but it’s always good to aim high and see what comes 
out of the wash.” 

Other Israeli officials played down the notion of a policy 
shift regarding Iran and noted that Mr. Netanyahu’s plans for a 
trip to Europe had not yet been finalized. 

“We have been calling for a beefing up of sanctions all 
the time,” said one, adding that the latest moves were part of a 
“continuum.” 

Another cautioned that “nobody has yet ascertained that 
the Europeans are ready to impose a new round of sanctions.” 
Determining the type of sanctions would require a lot of work, 
he said, and would carry serious economic consequences for 
Europe. 

The officials were speaking on the condition of 
anonymity because they were not authorized to comment on 
the issue publicly. 

Polls show that there is not much appetite among Israelis 
for a unilateral strike against Iran’s nuclear facilities, and 
Israel’s president, Shimon Peres, is one of several prominent 
figures who have spoken out against such a course of action. 

On Tuesday, Mr. Peres repeated those reservations. 
Paying a traditional Sukkot holiday visit to Rabbi Ovadia 
Yosef, the spiritual guide of the ultra-Orthodox Shas Party, 
which sits in the governing coalition, Mr. Peres said it would 
be preferable to deal with Iran without a war. 

He said that it was necessary “to continue to work with a 
wide coalition and to increase the diplomatic pressure on 
Iran.” 

Mr. Peres added that the current economic and diplomatic 
sanctions were “serving to isolate the corrupt regime in 
Tehran,” and that the most important thing was “to work hand 
in hand with the United States of America, which remains the 
largest and most significant world power and a true friend of 
Israel’s.” 

Return to Index 
 

2. U.S. Is Tracking Killers In Attack On Libya Mission 
(NEW YORK TIMES 03 OCT 12) ... Eric Schmitt and David D. Kirkpatrick 

WASHINGTON — The United States is laying the 
groundwork for operations to kill or capture militants 
implicated in the deadly attack on a diplomatic mission in 
Libya, senior military and counterterrorism officials said 
Tuesday, as the weak Libyan government appears unable to 
arrest or even question fighters involved in the assault. 

The top-secret Joint Special Operations Command is 
compiling so-called target packages of detailed information 
about the suspects, the officials said. Working with the 
Pentagon and the C.I.A., the command is preparing the 
dossiers as the first step in anticipation of possible orders from 
President Obama to take action against those determined to 
have played a role in the attack on a diplomatic mission in the 
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eastern city of Benghazi that killed Ambassador J. Christopher 
Stevens and three colleagues three weeks ago. 

Potential military options could include drone strikes, 
Special Operations raids like the one that killed Osama bin 
Laden and joint missions with Libyan authorities. But 
administration officials say no decisions have been made on 
any potential targets. 

Spokesmen for the Defense Department and C.I.A. 
declined to comment. 

The preparations underscore the bind confronting the 
White House over the Benghazi attack. Mr. Obama has vowed 
to bring the killers to justice, and in the final weeks of the 
presidential campaign Republicans have hammered the 
administration over the possible intelligence failures that 
preceded the attack — including a new accusation that 
repeated requests for strengthened security in Benghazi had 
been rejected. 

But any American military action on Libyan soil would 
risk casualties and almost certainly set off a popular backlash 
at a moment when gratitude for American support in the revolt 
against Col. Muammar el-Qaddafi has created a measure of 
appreciation for the United States in the region. 

Reflecting a surge in nationalism, the Libyan government 
has opposed any unilateral American military action in Libya 
against the attackers. “We will not accept anyone entering 
inside Libya,” Mustafa Abu Shagur, Libya’s new prime 
minister, told the Al Jazeera television network. “That would 
infringe on sovereignty and we will refuse.” 

At the same time, the Libyan government still depends 
almost entirely on autonomous local militias to act as the 
police, complicating any effort to detain the most obvious 
suspects. Libyan and American officials acknowledge the 
possibility that some of the perpetrators may have fled the 
country, perhaps across the porous southern border. 

“It is a kind of hypocrisy really,” said Fathi Baja, a liberal 
former member of the Transitional National Council from 
Benghazi. Despite promises of swift retribution, he said, the 
government had not taken any steps to confront or interrogate 
those most widely believed to bear responsibility. 

Both American counterterrorism officials and Benghazi 
residents are increasingly focused on the local militant group 
Ansar al-Shariah as the main force behind the attack. 
Counterterrorism officials in Washington say they now believe 
that Ansar al-Shariah had a rough attack plan for the American 
diplomatic mission “on the shelf” and ready for some time just 
in case, as one official put it. Then, the officials said, reports 
of the breach of the United States Embassy in Cairo, on the 
11th anniversary of the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist attacks 
provided the impetus. 

In the hours after the Benghazi attack, the American 
official said, spy agencies intercepted electronic 
communications from Ansar al-Shariah fighters bragging to an 
operative with Al Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb, an Algerian 
insurgency that has made itself a namesake of the global 
terrorist group founded by Bin Laden. Another intercept 
captured cellphone conversations by militants on the grounds 
of the smoldering American Mission in Benghazi that 
suggested links to, or sympathies for, the regional Qaeda 
group. 

In Benghazi, Ansar al-Shariah’s role in the attack has 
been an open secret since it began. The group’s leaders had 

boasted of their ability to flatten the United States Mission 
compound. Witnesses saw trucks emblazoned with the logo of 
their brigade at the scene, fighters who assaulted the 
compound acknowledged their affiliation with the group and 
witnesses saw their faces. Some Libyan guards at the 
compound saw them close up, and injured attackers were then 
treated at local hospitals. 

Although in the immediate aftermath of the attack Libyan 
officials issued conflicting and unverifiable reports about 
arrests, the Libyan government has never identified anyone 
detained, and in recent days officials have declined repeated 
requests to provide any details. 

Members of the new national congress, speaking on the 
condition of anonymity because of the continuing 
investigation, acknowledged with frustration on Tuesday that 
Ansar al-Shariah members had not been questioned and 
remain at large. 

Mustafa el-Sagizli, a senior official in the transitional 
government and an officer in one of Benghazi’s main militias, 
the February 17 Brigade, said the government had detained a 
few looters. But he said he did not believe anyone had been 
detained in connection with the attack itself. 

“It was a mess,” he said, “and it was hard to tell who did 
it.” 

Leaders of the large militias that provide the only law 
enforcement in Benghazi all say they are awaiting further 
evidence or formal orders before any move to round up or 
bring in members of Ansar al-Shariah. Privately, militia 
leaders complain that detaining Ansar al-Shariah’s leaders and 
fighters could require a bloody confrontation. 

In an interview on Tuesday, Ibrahim el-Sharkasi, a top 
official of the Interior Ministry, said he had no knowledge of 
any detentions or interrogations. He insisted that a special 
judge had been appointed to lead the investigation. But he said 
he could not name the judge. And there have been no reports 
of such an appointment. 

Investigators from the F.B.I., meanwhile, remain in 
Tripoli, working in concert with other American government 
agencies from the well-guarded residential compound now 
serving as the United States Embassy and unable to travel to 
Benghazi because of security concerns. 

Moving ahead with a roster of potential targets, the 
military planners in Washington started by culling pre-existing 
lists of suspects that are continuously updated by the Joint 
Special Operations Command and the C.I.A. 

American officials say that since the Benghazi attack, 
Special Operations planners have sharply increased their 
efforts to track the location and gather information on several 
members of Ansar al-Shariah as well as other militants with 
ties to Al Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb. 

It is unclear precisely how many of the target packages 
are being prepared — perhaps a dozen or more. But military 
and counterterrorism officials said that Libyan authorities had 
helped by at least identifying suspected assailants based on 
witness accounts, video and other photographs from the scene. 

“They are putting together information on where these 
individuals live, who their family members and their 
associates are, and their entire pattern of life,” said one 
American official briefed on the planning. 

Intelligence officials are focusing on militants in 
Benghazi and eastern Libya, but they must also survey 



 7

elsewhere because of the possibility that some have fled. And 
to help prioritize which militants to watch, the Pentagon has 
stepped up its use of surveillance drones flying over eastern 
Libya, collecting electronic intercepts, imagery and other 
information that could help planners compile their target lists. 

“You need to be constantly updating and refining the 
information on the top targets so that when you get approval, 

you’re absolutely ready to take action,” said Rick Nelson, a 
former Special Operations planner who directs the homeland 
security and counterterrorism program at the Center for 
Strategic and International Studies in Washington. 

Eric Schmitt reported from Washington, and David D. 
Kirkpatrick from Tripoli, Libya. Suliman Ali Zway contributed 
reporting from Benghazi, Libya. 

Return to Index 
 

3. Navy Urges Better Nutrition And Less Smoking 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 03 OCT 12) ... Mike Hixenbaugh 

NORFOLK -- Taking a cue from first lady Michelle 
Obama and her efforts to whip the nation's children into shape, 
the Navy has launched a campaign to get Sailors to eat 
healthier, exercise more often and quit smoking. 

U.S. Surgeon General Regina Benjamin and top Navy and 
Marine Corps leaders came to Norfolk Naval Station on 
Tuesday to announce the initiative, which promotes healthy 
life choices through educational videos, brochures and 
seminars. 

The program was modeled after the National Prevention 
Strategy, an educational campaign mandated under the federal 
health care overhaul and championed by the first lady and her 
husband. The program seeks to help Americans stay healthy at 
every stage of life. 

"It doesn't start when you step on a ship," Benjamin told 
hundreds of Sailors and health care professionals gathered in a 
hangar bay of the amphibious assault ship Bataan. "It starts at 
home. It starts when you're a child. It starts in regular society." 

Never before have the Navy's health priorities been so 
closely aligned with those of the federal government, said 
Rear Adm. Michael H. Mittelman, deputy surgeon general of 
the Navy. 

After a decade of repeat deployments and extended sea 
assignments, Mittelman said, it's time for Sailors and Marines 
to pause and assess their health and lifestyles. The goal, he 
said, is to maintain the military's most valuable asset - its 
people. 

"These ships don't move, the airplanes don't fly, the 
submarines don't go unless we have people to run them," 
Mittelman said. 

Although the Navy's obesity rate is predictably well 
below the national average, one in four potential recruits is 
ineligible to join the Navy because they're obese, Mittelman 
said. Declaring a "national crisis," he said the Navy should 
lead the way by promoting healthier habits. 

The Navy has already made strides, said Capt. Michael 
Macinski, commanding officer of the Navy and Marine Corps 
Public Health Center, which developed the Health Promotion 
and Wellness program. 

"Anybody who has been on ships over the last decade or 
two knows the difference between just having sliders and stuff 
and now having salad and fruit," Macinski said, referring to 
the naval nickname for hamburgers. 

Persuading a Sailor to eat well and exercise is one thing. 
Persuading one to quit smoking is another. Despite past efforts 
to crack down, tobacco use continues to be a problem 
servicewide, officials said. 

Navy officials say smoking contributes to poor health 
among active-duty Sailors and retirees and drives up health 
care costs. 

The educational campaign comes months after officials 
ended the long-established subsidy of cigarettes sold at base 
commissaries and exchanges. Smoking has been banned on 
submarines and at most naval health centers. 

Although there are no plans to ban smoking on surface 
ships, Mittelman said he'd like to eventually see the Navy 
move in that direction. For now, he said, the goal is to 
persuade. 

"Right now, we're trying to get our young Sailors and 
Marines to understand the implications of smoking, that it's 
unhealthy, that it can affect their health downrange, that it's 
expensive," Mittelman said. "And if we can show them those 
things, we hope they'll make the decision on their own to 
quit." 

Petty Officer 3rd Class Dianna Briggs said she hopes the 
campaign will convince Sailors to give up smoking, but she's 
not optimistic. Briggs, a 24-year-old engineer aboard the 
Bataan, said half the Sailors in her shop smoke to relieve 
stress or socialize while on deployment, and she has often 
been tempted to join them. 

"It's almost like peer pressure," Briggs said after the 
ceremony. "Most of the guys I work with go up to smoke, and 
they'll ask if I want to come along. It's a way to break up the 
monotony." 

Petty Officer 3rd Class Dylan Miles picked up smoking 
last year following a stressful deployment and a series of 
personal setbacks. Miles said he has met some of his closest 
friends on the smoking deck. The 21-year-old said it'll take a 
lot more than a brochure or statistics to get him to quit, though 
he is looking to cut back from his pack per day. 

"This sort of thing might be helpful for someone who is 
looking to quit," Miles said of the educational campaign. 
"That's not me. Right now, I don't feel like I have a good 
reason to stop smoking." 

Mittelman acknowledged it can be difficult to grab the 
attention of 18- to 20-year-olds, as evidenced by a couple of 
young Sailors in blue fatigues who dozed off during the 
hourlong ceremony Tuesday. 

"Kids are kids," Mittelman said. "It doesn't surprise me 
when kids do what their peer groups are doing. What is most 
rewarding, though, and this is not surprising, is that when our 
Sailors and Marines see the right way to go, they oftentimes 
make the correct decisions, and then they become the example 
for their own friends." 

Return to Index 
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MIDEAST: 
4. Wary Of Israel, Iran Is Said To Err In Strikes 
(NEW YORK TIMES 03 OCT 12) ... Michael R. Gordon 

The Iranian military was so apprehensive about the threat 
of an Israeli airstrike on its nuclear installations in 2007 and 
2008 that it mistakenly fired on civilian airliners and, in one 
instance, on one of its own military aircraft, according to 
classified American intelligence reports. 

The civilian planes were fired on by surface-to-air 
missiles and antiaircraft batteries and intercepted by Iranian 
fighter jets. 

“Iranian air defense units have taken inappropriate actions 
dozens of times, including firing antiaircraft artillery and 
scrambling aircraft against unidentified or misidentified 
targets,” noted a heavily classified Pentagon intelligence 
report, which added that the Iranian military’s 
communications were so inadequate and its training 
deficiencies so significant that “misidentification of aircraft 
will continue.” 

At the time, there was growing concern in Israel and the 
United States over Iran’s nuclear program and discussion of a 
military response. 

In September 2007, Israeli aircraft bombed a nuclear 
reactor that was under construction in northeast Syria. The 
following year, Israel conducted a major air exercise over the 
Mediterranean that appeared to be a rehearsal for a potential 
attack on Iran’s uranium enrichment plant at Natanz. 

In Iran, air defense units were edgy, fearing that an enemy 
aircraft might try to mimic the flight profile of a civilian 
airliner, according to a classified Pentagon assessment. 

The combination of heightened vigilance and poor 
command and control led to series of mistakes, according to a 
highly classified 2008 Pentagon report on “Operational 
Mishaps by Air Defense Units.” 

In June 2007, the report noted, a Revolutionary Guards air 
defense unit fired a TOR-M1 surface-to-air missile at a 
civilian airliner. In May 2008, an antiaircraft battery fired on 
an Iranian reconnaissance drone and a civilian airliner. That 
same month, an antiaircraft battery fired on an Iranian F-14 
fighter jet. 

The report and other documents were examined for a new 
book. 

In June 2008, soon after the Israeli air exercise, Iranian air 
defense units fired at two more civilian aircraft. In one 
instance, an Iranian F-4 fighter scrambled to intercept an Iraqi 
Airways flight from Baghdad to Tehran to visually inspect the 
passenger plane. The Iraqi Airways plane was not harmed. 

The mishaps were not the first time that air defense forces 
fired at a civilian aircraft that was believed to be on a military 
mission. In September 1983, a Soviet pilot shot down a 
Korean 747 airliner that had strayed from its flight path to 
Seoul. The Soviet pilot later said in an interview that he knew 
that he was shooting at a civilian plane, but assumed that it 
was being used for a spy mission. 

Worried about an Israeli strike, the Iranian military began 
to rehearse attacks of its own. Less than two weeks after 
Israeli warplanes practiced over the Mediterranean in June 
2008, a classified Pentagon report noted, the commander of 
the Iranian Air Force ordered fighter units to “conduct daily 
air-to-ground attack training (GAT) at firing ranges 
resembling the Israeli city of Haifa and the Israeli nuclear 
facility at Dimona,” according to a classified 2008 report by 
the Defense Intelligence Agency. 

Iraqi officials had their own concerns about a possible 
Israeli strike. On July 3, 2008, Prime Minister Nuri Kamal al-
Maliki of Iraq opened a videoconference with President 
George W. Bush by expressing his fear that Israel might fly 
through Iraqi skies to attack Iran. 

If Israel violated Iraqi airspace, he said, he would have no 
choice but to hold the United States responsible, said Mr. 
Maliki, who said that he could not allow Iraq to “become a 
battleground.” 

“I hear you loud and clear,” Mr. Bush assured Mr. Maliki, 
according to notes of the conversation. “Nothing is more 
important to me than success in Iraq.” 

Return to Index 
 

5. Syria's Kurds Build Enclaves As War Rages 
Oppressed group gains new freedoms with help of political alliance, militia 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 03 OCT 12) ... Joe Parkinson 

DERIK, Syria—A teacher's request sends a dozen young 
arms skyward, with high-pitched pleas to showcase new skills. 
One by one, the excited pupils walk to the front of their dusty 
classroom to recite or write in Kurdish—a language outlawed 
from public life in Syria. 

While civil war has shut many schools across the country, 
here in the Kurdish-dominated northeast, education is 
expanding into new territory—just one way in which the 
Assad regime's focus on fighting rebels in the biggest cities 
has allowed the emergence of autonomous Kurdish enclaves. 

"Until now the regime closed Kurdish eyes and mouths. 
Now we are shouting to them that we will have our rights and 
they won't be taken away," said Ciwan Derik, a 50-year-old 
teacher. 

A profound shift in political power is taking place in this 
remote corner of Syria, reshaping the country in ways that will 
be very difficult to reverse, and sending shock waves through 
the region. 

Kurdish political parties backed by paramilitary groups 
have taken control of much of the 250-mile-wide swath of 
northern Syria, from Iraq in the east to Turkey in the West, 
that is the heartland of the country's oil industry. 

Syrian forces are still keeping watch in the area, and their 
military bases remain. But many troops have left as President 
Bashar al-Assad concentrates his military on battling 
opposition fighters in the largest cities, Aleppo and Damascus. 
The few troops remaining are keeping a low profile. 

Syria's long-oppressed Kurds have wasted no time filling 
the vacuum. 
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Before the uprising began, members of Syria's Kurdish 
population of about two million people were denied full 
citizenship rights, forcibly displaced and arbitrarily detained. 

Now, red, green and yellow-banded Kurdish flags can be 
seen above municipal buildings. Kurds are policing their own 
towns and cities. Kurdish political parties control the 
distribution of food, water and fuel, and have set up their own 
makeshift courts. Kurdish paramilitary forces are training in 
camps in northeastern Syria and across the border in northern 
Iraq. 

Teaching Kurdish, which was illegal for four decades 
under the Assad regime and could bring in imprisonment and 
torture, is now a growth industry. 

In the province around Derik, known in Arabic as al-
Hassaka, Kurdish classes are now offered five times a week, 
while the number of students has swelled from a handful in 
November to more than 600 in the city and surrounding 
villages. 

Syrian Kurds' aspirations for self-rule have potentially 
seismic consequences for Syria's neighbors, which have long 
suppressed nationalist sentiments among their own sizable 
Kurdish populations. 

More than 30 million Kurds live across an area that 
includes parts of Turkey, Iraq and Iran as well as Syria. Kurds 
speak multiple dialects and are represented by a plethora of 
often opposing political parties and organizations. Yet they 
have also managed to maintain a separate identity, if partly 
due to the lines Arabs, Turks and Iranians have drawn to 
separate themselves from Kurdish communities. 

The emergent political power in this Kurdish region of 
Syria is the Democratic Union Party, or PYD, founded in 2003 
by Kurdish nationalists. The PYD is the senior partner in a 
delicate alliance with a longtime rival, the Kurdish National 
Council, following a deal brokered in July by Massoud 
Barzani, the president of Iraq's Kurdistan Regional 
Government. 

The Syrian Kurdish alliance has since asked Iraqi Kurdish 
officials to let them use two paramilitary training camps in 
northern Iraq. 

Meanwhile, Turkish officials have repeatedly said they 
were alarmed by the PYD's close ties to the Kurdistan 
Workers' Party, or PKK, which has been fighting for Kurdish 
self-rule in southeast Turkey since 1984. Ankara has accused 
Mr. Assad of arming the PYD and has threatened military 
intervention to stem any threat to Turkey. 

Kurdish leaders in Syria deny any nationalist intentions. 
But there is growing talk of independence, and Syrian state 
buildings now house signs of emerging Kurdish power. 

At the village of Gerbala on the border with Iraq, a 
government military post is now guarded by scores of Kurdish 
militiamen loyal to the PYD, and armed with Kalashnikovs 
and a 47-calibre machine gun mounted on a pickup. 

Beyond the checkpoints, the Kurdish villages that dot the 
yellowed-grass hills are using newfound freedom to raise 
crops on land their forefathers worked decades ago before 
President Assad's father and predecessor insisted their 
farmland could only be cultivated by the military. 

Previously restricted to building mud brick houses, 
villagers are also building concrete homes for friends and 
family who have fled fighting elsewhere in Syria. 

Iman Hamadi, a 36-year-old Kurdish housewife from the 
besieged majority Sunni town of Zabadani near the Lebanese 
border, said she paid 100,000 Syrian pounds ($1,490) to be 
smuggled to the Kurdish region with her husband and nine 
children. "We came here because people were dying from the 
shelling and we have family here and it is safer," she said, as 
three builders laid blocks for two new houses in the searing 
sun. 

Optimism may be in greater supply here than other parts 
of Syria, but the economic cost of war has still taken its toll. 
Spending and the value of the Syrian pound have collapsed, 
while employment has dried up. Thousands of young men 
have fled to refugee camps in Iraq to seek shelter and to look 
for jobs. 

Abdullah Dumu, 38, said demand at his hardware store in 
Derik has fallen more than 70% while costs have surged. 

But he sees a silver lining. "We used to be reliant on the 
rest of the country for everything and now we're learning 
something different; that is good practice for the future," he 
said. 

In Derik, known as al-Malikiyah in Arabic, a town of 
around 80,000 some 20 miles from the Iraqi border, a former 
state courthouse and a military training school have been 
converted into a Kurdish center by the PYD. Party officials 
each morning offer arbitration on disputes over money, 
marriage and other matters. 

The goal is to make Kurdish autonomy a permanent 
political reality. "We are trying to expand our influence very 
slowly, that is the strategy," said PYD leader Salih Muslim 
Mohammed, 64. "Now we have our influence in the Kurdish 
areas and we will try to keep them quiet, until the regime 
changes. If we need to fight to defend ourselves, we can." 

At the entrance to town, Kurdish volunteers armed with 
Kalashnikovs manned a checkpoint. "After the state left, there 
was chaos and we set up this checkpoint. Everyone here is 
ready to defend ourselves if we need to," said Ekrem Kefi, a 
48-year-old plasterer from Derik who works a 12-hour shift at 
the checkpoint every three days. 

The power Kurdish groups have amassed here remains 
diffuse and precarious. In Kurdish-controlled towns, the 
apparatus of the Syrian state operates in tandem with the new 
administration. Damascus still collects taxes and pays the 
wages of most state employees. Christian mayors and 
bureaucrats loyal to President Assad still ply their trade, while 
the portraits of Syria's president remain on the walls of some 
state buildings. 

Asked who was running government services in Derik, 
Jwan Tatar, a 25-year-old state-employed engineer, said 
simply: "It is 50-50." 

On the Turkish border, in Qamishli, the regional capital, 
Kurds make up the majority of the 200,000 residents, but they 
control only portions of the city, a patchwork of Kurds, 
Christians and Arabs. Mr. Assad's forces are present in large 
numbers. Government checkpoints ring the city, and men from 
the feared state intelligence agency, the mukhabarat, walk the 
streets. 

The visibility of the regime and the largely bloodless 
manner in which the PYD emerged to lead the Kurds' push for 
autonomy have sparked accusations. Turkish officials said Mr. 
Assad allowed Syrian Kurds greater sway in a plot to 
empower the PKK rebels in Turkey, as retaliation against 
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Ankara for letting the rebel Free Syrian Army operate on its 
southern border. 

The PYD rejects that claim, stressing that its members 
were persecuted by the regime for four decades, with many 
imprisoned or still missing. The party says it is closely 
affiliated with the PKK but denies that PKK fighters have 
been called to Syria to bolster its forces. Kurdish groups and 
residents said the PYD is strengthening its capacity by actively 
recruiting and collecting donations from residents. 

Nevertheless, once-banned PKK propaganda has 
proliferated across the region. Images of PKK leader Abdullah 
Ocalan, jailed in Turkey jail since 1999, are plastered across 

municipal buildings controlled by Kurdish politicians. Locals 
wear pins with the face of the leader, who is referred to here 
by the more affectionate abbreviation, "Apo." 

The expanding militarization of militia groups also marks 
a source of tension between Kurdish parties and could likely 
be viewed as a provocation by Syria's neighbors. 

"Of course, our defense forces are getting stronger. They 
are now in the thousands. We are collecting money from the 
Kurds to fund them," said Sophi Ali Alias, a construction 
company owner and member of a PYD-affiliated group called 
Tevdem, now working as a public official in Derik. 
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AFRICA: 
6. Probe In Libya Moving Slowly 
Few questions being asked about attack on Americans, locals say 
(WASHINGTON POST 03 OCT 12) ... Michael Birnbaum and Anne Gearan 

BENGHAZI, Libya — Three weeks after the attack that 
killed four Americans in this city, the investigation of its 
causes remains in its initial stages, with just a handful of 
suspects detained, the crime scenes minimally secured and 
Walid Faraj waiting for a phone call from someone, anyone, 
asking him what he saw on the night he was injured while 
protecting the U.S. diplomatic post here. 

Faraj, a member of the militia that local officials tasked 
with securing Americans in Benghazi, said he saw the attack 
nearly from start to finish. But neither American nor Libyan 
investigators have paid him a visit, even as he fears that the 
perpetrators know who he is. 

In Washington, a leading House Republican challenged 
on Tuesday the administration’s version of events on the 
chaotic night of Sept. 11, suggesting that the attack was 
planned and that congressional investigators have been told 
that requests for increased security at the U.S. diplomatic 
outpost had been turned down. 

In a letter to Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton, 
Rep. Darrell Issa (Calif.) listed incidents dating to April that 
he said created a pattern of threats. 

Some of the incidents had been disclosed earlier, but 
others appeared to be new revelations. In one case, he said, 
Libyans working as private security guards at the U.S. 
compound were warned by family members in the weeks 
before the assault to quit their jobs because of rumors of an 
impending attack. He did not specify where the information 
originated. 

“These events indicated a clear pattern of security threats 
that could only be reasonably interpreted to justify increased 
security for U.S. personnel and facilities in Benghazi,” Issa 
and Rep. Jason Chaffetz (R-Utah) wrote to Clinton. 

Clinton assured Issa in a reply released by the State 
Department that the department would “work collaboratively 
with you to achieve the result we both want: a full and 
accurate accounting of the events and a path forward to 
prevent them from happening again.” 

She said the department’s investigation will begin this 
week. 

Meanwhile, an FBI team flown into Libya remains in 
Tripoli, hundreds of miles from Benghazi. A Libyan official 

involved in the inquiry said Tuesday that he was aware of only 
three suspects in custody. Meanwhile, members of the militant 
group suspected of playing a primary role in the attack have 
gone underground, apparently taking their weapons with them. 

Faraj said he wondered whether anyone was trying to find 
out what happened the evening that U.S. Ambassador J. 
Christopher Stevens was killed along with three other 
Americans. 

“Since that day, nobody has called, nobody cared,” said 
Faraj, 28, who lost a tooth in the attack and whose legs are 
peppered with small wounds from the firefight. “How is it the 
Americans didn’t anticipate anything?” 

Witnesses are scattered across Benghazi, a port town 
where the uprising that toppled Libyan leader Moammar 
Gaddafi began. But many say they haven’t heard from 
investigators. 

The U.S. and Libyan governments have not finalized a 
deal to allow American investigators to collaborate with 
Libyans in Benghazi, said Libyan Deputy Foreign Minister 
Mohammed Abdel Aziz following a meeting in Tripoli with 
Elizabeth Jones, the U.S. assistant secretary of state for Near 
Eastern affairs, Reuters reported. 

“We are getting ready for the FBI team to go to Benghazi 
and meet with our team and start joint investigations together 
and also visit the site,” he said. 

Jones talked to Libyans about ensuring “that we are 
collaborating, that we are being transparent, that we are 
sharing information,” State Department spokeswoman 
Victoria Nuland said on Tuesday. 

Meanwhile, the U.S. outpost remained deserted on 
Tuesday, with no guards posted at its front or rear entrances. 
Although its gates are now locked, the crime scene was 
unsecured for several days after the assault, allowing looters 
and others to cart away evidence. 

A top prosecutor in Benghazi who is on a committee 
investigating the incident said on Tuesday that only three 
suspects have been detained in Benghazi in connection with 
the attack. 

“We are still collecting evidence,” said Salah Adam, the 
prosecutor. “You can’t arrest anybody unless you have 
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evidence.” He said the investigation probably will take 
months. 

In Washington, Issa and Chaffetz asked Clinton to detail 
any requests from the U.S. Embassy in Tripoli for more 
security for U.S. installations. Their letter asks her to say by 
Monday whether the State Department knew about the 
incidents and what it did to respond. Nuland said Clinton 
intends to fully cooperate with the request and with a hearing 
slated for Oct. 10. 

Nuland would not say whether there had been requests for 
more security, citing the State Department’s investigation. 

“I think it’s fair to say that we are still working through 
what we have in this building in terms of documentation, in 
terms of information about what we knew, who knew it, when 
they knew it, and that’s part of the process that we have to go 
through,” she said. 

The State Department’s five-member investigating team 
has not yet met, Nuland said. The department said nearly two 
weeks ago that the inquiry will be led by retired diplomat 
Thomas Pickering. Clinton told Issa on Tuesday that retired 
Adm. Mike Mullen, a former chairman of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff, is also among the investigators. 
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7. U.S. Scrutinizes Libya Suspects 
(LOS ANGELES TIMES 03 OCT 12) ... David S. Cloud and Ken Dilanian 

WASHINGTON -- The Pentagon, CIA and other U.S. 
intelligence agencies are assembling dossiers on suspects in 
the assault on the U.S. Consulate in eastern Libya that killed 
the U.S. ambassador and three other Americans, a first step 
toward fulfilling President Obama's vow to bring the killers to 
justice, U.S. officials said. 

The Pentagon's Joint Special Operations Command and 
intelligence agencies "are starting to look at people who might 
have been involved and starting to tee up options," a U.S. 
official said. 

The so-called target packages summarize the intelligence 
that links individuals to the Sept. 11 armed attack on the U.S. 
diplomatic mission and annex in Benghazi, two Defense 
officials said. 

Although the United States is flying surveillance drones 
over eastern Libya, no decision has been made to launch drone 
missile strikes or take other military action against any of the 
individuals, said the officials, who would not be quoted by 
name speaking about sensitive intelligence matters. 

"We don't have the full picture yet on precisely who was 
involved, and so a complete nominating list [of targets] is not 
possible to put together," the U.S. official said. 

It remains unclear how much direct control Al Qaeda's 
local affiliate in Libya had in the attack, the official said. 

Libya's fledgling government is opposed to a U.S. 
airstrike or military raid, complicating any White House 
decision, the official said. 

The Obama administration could decide to share 
intelligence with the government in Tripoli and help it take 
action against those responsible for the attacks. Experts say 
Libyan security forces could not fulfill that role without U.S. 
assistance. 

"There could be a decision at some point to share" 
intelligence, the official said. 

A U.S. special operations raid, like the Navy SEAL 
assault that killed Osama bin Laden in Pakistan in May 2011, 
is highly unlikely before the Nov. 6 election, officials said. 

Target packages include details of a suspect's location, 
movements, family and associates. In the counter-terrorism 
context, target packages are typically put together with help 
from the CIA, and they generally are used to kill or capture a 
suspect, officials said. 

Rick "Ozzie" Nelson, a former Special Operations 
planner, said U.S. agencies have been focused on Libya since 
the armed uprising that overthrew and killed Moammar Kadafi 
last year. 

"Now the hard part is, you may have a list of 50 potential 
bad guys," said Nelson, who directs the homeland security and 
counter-terrorism program at the Center for Strategic and 
International Studies, a nonpartisan think tank in Washington. 
"Who of the 50 do I really think is behind this, and then, what 
do I want to do about them?" 

Any use of U.S. military force in Libya could cause a 
strong anti-U.S. backlash, said Barak Barfi, a research fellow 
at the liberal New America Foundation who spent six months 
in Libya last year. 

"They really like us now in Libya," he said, citing the pro-
American crowds that overran the headquarters of Ansar al 
Sharia, a militia whose members are believed to have been 
involved in the Benghazi attacks. 

"If the U.S. can do something secretly, that's one thing," 
Barfi said. "But if you put U.S. troops on the ground or start 
engaging in drone strikes, it will create a popular backlash that 
will erode all the goodwill created in the last six months." 

The attack killed U.S. Ambassador J. Christopher 
Stevens, an embassy information specialist and two former 
Navy SEALs. An FBI team sent to investigate the attacks has 
yet to reach Benghazi because U.S. and Libyan officials 
believe the city is too dangerous for them to operate. 

The planning comes as the Obama administration finds 
itself under increasing criticism from Republicans for its 
handling of the Libya attack and its aftermath. 

Rep. Darrell Issa (R-Vista), who chairs the House 
Committee on Oversight and Government Reform, sent 
Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton a letter Tuesday 
detailing what he said were security incidents that preceded 
the attack, asking whether the State Department had been 
aware of them, whether requests had been made for additional 
protection and what steps were taken. 

Clinton promised to answer the questions "as 
expeditiously as possible." 

After first suggesting that the attack followed a 
spontaneous protest of an anti-Islamic video, U.S. officials 
now say it was a terrorist attack carried out by local extremists 
who were in touch with members of Al Qaeda. 
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8. U.S. Had Early Indications Libya Attack Tied To Organized Militants 
(REUTERS 02 OCT 12) ... Mark Hosenball and Tabassum Zakaria 

WASHINGTON -- Within hours of last month's attacks 
on U.S. diplomatic facilities in Benghazi, Libya, President 
Barack Obama's administration received about a dozen 
intelligence reports suggesting militants connected to al Qaeda 
were involved, three government sources said. 

Despite these reports, in public statements and private 
meetings, top U.S. officials spent nearly two weeks 
highlighting intelligence suggesting that the attacks were 
spontaneous protests against an anti-Muslim film, while 
playing down the involvement of organized militant groups. 

It was not until last Friday that Director of National 
Intelligence James Clapper's office issued an unusual public 
statement, which described how the picture that intelligence 
agencies presented to U.S. policymakers had "evolved" into an 
acknowledgement that the attacks were "deliberate and 
organized" and "carried out by extremists." 

The existence of the early reports appears to raise fresh 
questions about the Obama administration's public messaging 
about the attack as it seeks to fend off Republican charges that 
the White House failed to prevent a terrorist strike that left a 
U.S. ambassador and three others dead. 

"What we're seeing now is the picture starting to develop 
that it wasn't a problem with the intelligence that was given, 
it's what they did with the intelligence that they were given," 
Representative Mike Rogers, chairman of the House of 
Representatives Intelligence Committee, said in an interview 
on Tuesday. 

"This picture is still a little fuzzy but it is starting to come 
into focus and it appears that there were, very early on, some 
indications that there was jihadist participation in the event," 
he said. 

The Obama administration has strongly defended its 
public accounts of what happened in Benghazi, and said its 
understanding has evolved as additional information came in. 

"At every step of the way, the administration has based its 
public statements on the best assessments that were provided 
by the intelligence community. As the intelligence community 
learned more information, they updated Congress and the 
American people on it," said White House spokesman Jay 
Carney. 

Some officials said U.S. spy agencies tried to avoid 
drawing premature conclusions about how the violence began 
and who organized it. 

"Unless you have very good reports that strongly suggest 
who was behind the attack for sure, it is prudent to be careful, 
because placing emphasis publicly, even tentatively, on any 
one group or groups too soon can lead everyone down the 
wrong path," said one official, who spoke on condition of 
anonymity. 

Republicans have sought to make the shifting stories told 
by administration officials about the attack, and inadequate 
security precautions at the U.S. diplomatic site in Libya, a 
major issue in the presidential campaign leading up to the 
November 6 election. 

Two House Republicans said they would hold Congress' 
first hearing on the matter on October 10. 

CIA Talking Points 
The stream of intelligence flowing into Washington 

within hours of the Benghazi attacks contained data from 

communications intercepts and U.S. informants, which were 
then fashioned into polished initial assessments for 
policymakers. 

Officials familiar with them said they contained evidence 
that members of a militant faction, Ansar al-Sharia, as well as 
al Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb, or AQIM, were involved in 
the assaults. 

The report did not allege the attacks were a reaction to the 
anti-Muslim film, but acknowledged it was possible that the 
attackers sought to use an outbreak of violence in Cairo over 
the film, which insulted the Prophet Mohammad, as a pretext 
for attacks. 

One official said initial reporting suggested militants had 
begun planning attacks on U.S. targets in Benghazi before 
September 11, but may well have decided to use the protests 
as a pretext for moving forward that day. 

Reuters reported on September 12, citing U.S. 
government officials, that the attacks may have been planned 
and organized in advance, and that members of Ansar al-
Sharia and AQIM may have been involved. 

Yet on September 15, administration officials, relying 
upon what they said was other information from intelligence 
agencies, circulated to members of Congress a set of talking 
points prepared by the CIA that purported to summarize what 
U.S. intelligence knew. 

The talking points said: "The currently available 
information suggests that the demonstrations in Benghazi were 
spontaneously inspired by the protests at the U.S. embassy in 
Cairo and evolved into a direct assault against the U.S. 
diplomatic post in Benghazi and subsequently its annex." 

The document then noted that "There are indications that 
extremists participated in the violent demonstrations." It 
contained no further elaboration. 

The talking points reflected information that White House 
officials and Congress were given in closed-door intelligence 
briefings in the days immediately after the attacks. In one such 
session, CIA director David Petraeus used lines which 
paralleled the talking points. 

"It seems increasingly clear that the briefings provided to 
Congress and the public about the Benghazi attack were at 
best incomplete and at worst misleading," Senator Saxby 
Chambliss, the Republican vice chair of the Senate 
Intelligence Committee, told Reuters. 

"Within hours of the attack, intelligence assessments 
highlighted the role of al Qaeda-affiliated terrorists, but the 
administration focused instead on a video that appears to have 
had little, if anything, to do with the violence in Benghazi," 
Chambliss said. 

Susan Rice, the U.S. ambassador to the United Nations, 
also appeared to use information contained in the talking 
points on Sunday September 16 when she made five 
appearances on TV talk shows. 

On CBS' "Face the Nation," Rice said the Benghazi 
attacks were triggered by a "hateful video," which prompted a 
"spontaneous protest" that "spun from there into something 
more violent." Regarding militants, she said only that it was 
"clear that there were extremist elements that joined in and 
escalated the violence." 
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Congressman Peter King, a New York Republican, has 
urged Rice to resign over the issue, a call the State Department 
has rejected. 

A Role For Anti-Muslim Film? 
The Daily Beast website reported last week that in the 

hours after the attack, U.S. intelligence agencies monitored 
communications between members of Ansar al-Sharia and 
AQIM. Ansar al-Sharia operatives "bragged" about their 
attack on the U.S. diplomatic mission and acted as if they were 
"subordinate" to AQIM, it quoted a U.S. official as saying. 

It now appears questionable that the anti-Muslim film, 
which sparked a violent protest against the U.S. Embassy in 
Cairo earlier on September 11, played a significant role in the 
Benghazi attack. Some U.S. officials have not foreclosed that 
possibility. 

But Rogers, the House Intelligence Committee chairman, 
said he had never seen intelligence reporting to support such 
an assertion. 

"I haven't seen anything that shows that the intelligence 
community said on the day of, or the immediate day 
following, that this was a spontaneous event," he said. 
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9. White House Widens Covert War In North Africa 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 02 OCT 12) ... Kimberly Dozier 

WASHINGTON — Small teams of special operations 
forces arrived at American embassies throughout North Africa 
in the months before militants launched the fiery attack that 
killed the U.S. ambassador in Libya. The soldiers' mission: Set 
up a network that could quickly strike a terrorist target or 
rescue a hostage. 

But the teams had yet to do much counterterrorism work 
in Libya, though the White House signed off a year ago on the 
plan to build the new military task force in the region and the 
advance teams had been there for six months, according to 
three U.S. counterterror officials and a former intelligence 
official. All spoke only on condition of anonymity because 
they were not authorized to discuss the strategy publicly. 

The counterterror effort indicates that the administration 
has been worried for some time about a growing threat posed 
by al-Qaida and its offshoots in North Africa. But officials say 
the military organization was too new to respond to the attack 
in Benghazi, where the administration now believes armed al-
Qaida-linked militants surrounded the lightly guarded U.S. 
compound, set it on fire and killed Ambassador Chris Stevens 
and three other Americans. 

Republicans have questioned whether the Obama 
administration has been hiding key information or hasn't 
known what happened in the immediate aftermath of the 
attack. They are using those questions in the final weeks 
before the U.S. elections as an opportunity to assail President 
Barack Obama on foreign policy, an area where he has held 
clear leads in opinion polls since the killing of Osama bin 
Laden in 2011. 

On Tuesday, leaders of a congressional committee said 
requests for added security at the consulate in Benghazi were 
repeatedly denied, despite a string of less deadly terror attacks 
on the consulate in recent months. Those included an 
explosion that blew a hole in the security perimeter and 
another incident in which an explosive device was tossed over 
the consulate fence. Secretary of State Hillary Rodham 
Clinton told Congress in a letter responding to the accusations 
that she has set up a group to investigate the Benghazi attack, 
and it is to begin work this week. 

As of early September, the special operations teams still 
consisted only of liaison officers who were assigned to 
establish relationships with local governments and U.S. 
officials in the region. Only limited counterterrorism 
operations have been conducted in Africa so far. 

The White House, the CIA and U.S. Africa Command all 
declined to comment. 

"There are no plans at this stage for unilateral U.S. 
military operations" in the region, Pentagon spokesman 
George Little said Tuesday, adding that the focus was on 
helping African countries build their own forces. 

For the Special Operations Command, spokesman Col. 
Tim Nye would not discuss "the missions and or locations of 
its counterterrorist forces" except to say that special operations 
troops are in 75 countries daily conducting missions. 

The go-slow approach being taken by the Army's top 
clandestine counterterrorist unit — known as Delta Force — is 
an effort by the White House to counter criticism from some 
U.S. lawmakers, human rights activists and others that the 
anti-terror fight is shifting largely to a secret war using special 
operations raids and drone strikes, with little public 
accountability. The administration has been taking its time 
when setting up the new unit to get buy-in from all players 
who might be affected, such as the U.S. ambassadors, CIA 
station chiefs, regional U.S. military commanders and local 
leaders. 

Eventually, the Delta Force group will form the backbone 
of a military task force responsible for combating al-Qaida and 
other terrorist groups across the region with an arsenal that 
includes drones. But first, it will work to win acceptance by 
helping North African nations build their own special 
operations and counterterror units. 

And nothing precludes the administration from using 
other military or intelligence units to retaliate against the 
perpetrators of the Sept. 11 consulate attack in Benghazi. 

But some congressional leaders say the administration is 
not reacting quickly enough. 

"Clearly, they haven't moved fast enough to battle the 
threat," said House Intelligence Committee Chairman Mike 
Rogers, R-Mich. 

While Rogers would not comment on the special 
operations counterterrorism network, he said, "You actually 
have to hunt them (terrorists) down. No swift action, and we 
will be the recipient of something equally bad happening to 
another diplomat." 

The Obama administration has been concerned about the 
growing power and influence of al-Qaida offshoots in Yemen, 
Somalia, Iraq and North Africa. Only the Yemeni branch has 
tried to attack American territory directly so far, with a series 
of thwarted bomb plots aimed at U.S.-bound aircraft. A Navy 
SEAL task force set up in 2009 has used a combination of 
raids and drone strikes to fight militants in Yemen and 
Somalia, working together with the CIA and local forces. 
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The new task force would work in much the same way to 
combat al-Qaida's North African affiliates, which are growing 
in numbers and are awash in weapons from post-revolutionary 
Libya's looted stockpiles. They are well-funded by a criminal 
network trafficking in drugs and hostages. 

Al-Qaida in the Islamic Maghreb or AQIM, and Nigerian-
based extremist sect Boko Haram are arguably the two largest 
and most dangerous affiliates. Both have morphed in recent 
years from extremist rebel groups that challenge their home 
governments into terrorist groups that use violence to try to 
impose extreme Islamic rule on any territory they can seize 
across Africa. 

U.S. officials believe AQIM may have helped the local 
Libyan militant group Ansar al-Shariah carry out the Benghazi 
attack, and Boko Haram has killed more than 240 people in an 
anti-Christian, anti-government campaign of assassinations 
and bombings this year alone. 

The governments of Libya and Niger have already asked 
for U.S. assistance to build their own special operations 
capability to help combat such al-Qaida-related groups, and 
Nigeria has requested help to control its porous border to stop 
militant trafficking, according to two U.S. officials. They, too, 
spoke only on condition of anonymity. 

Mali has asked for international assistance to win back 
control of its northern region from al-Qaida groups including 
AQIM and Boko Haram, opening the possibility of a return of 
U.S. special operations forces there. A U.S. training unit was 
pulled out of the country after a March coup that gave the 
militants the chaos they needed to seize the northern territory. 

The top State Department official for African affairs said 
Tuesday that the militants in Mali "must be dealt with through 
security and military means." 

"But any military action up there must indeed be well 
planned, well organized, well resourced and well thought 
through," said Johnnie Carson, the U.S. assistant secretary of 
state for African affairs. "And it must, in fact, be agreed upon 
by those who are going to be most affected by it." 

U.S. Africa Command chief Gen. Carter Ham said "a 
military component" would be a part of an overall solution in 
northern Mali, but he ruled out an overt U.S. military 
presence, speaking to reporters during a visit to Algeria over 
the weekend. 

Asked about the attack in Benghazi, Ham said it's the host 
country's responsibility to protect diplomatic missions on its 
territory. 
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10. African Troops Overtake Somali Militant Stronghold 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 03 OCT 12) ... Nicholas Bariyo 

KAMPALA, Uganda—African Union troops took full 
control of the Somali port city of Kismayo on Tuesday, 
capturing the last stronghold of the al-Shabaab Islamist group 
in Somalia. 

With their four-day offensive against the militant group in 
Kismayo, a city of 180,000 people, African Union troops 
appear to have fully separated al-Shabaab from the population 
centers where it raised funds by taxing commerce. That marks 
a turn in the U.S.-supported push against al-Shabaab, which 
for the past five years controlled much of Somalia and has 
sought to extend its reach with attacks around the region. 

Al-Shabaab has recently mounted guerrilla-style attacks 
against, among others, Somalia's new president—offering a 
preview of the group's shifting tactics in its long drive to 
topple the Somali government. 

Somali troops entered Kismayo on Monday, regional 
media reported. On Tuesday, soldiers from the African Union 
Mission for Somalia, or Amisom, backed by tanks and 
armored vehicles, took control of several strategic positions, 
including the airport and the main police station, said Amisom 
spokesman Col. Ali Aden Houmed. "Amisom is fully in 
charge of Kismayo now. We are continuing with operations 
against small pockets of al-Shabaab remnants," he said. 

A businessman in Kismayo, reached by telephone, said 
some 2,000 to 3,000 militants had left town and that Somali 
and Kenyan forces began arriving Monday at around Maghrib, 
or evening prayer time. Amisom estimates the town had 
sheltered just over 1,000 militants. 

"People are surprised and in shock. We are all scared 
there will be revenge bombings by al-Shabaab," said the 
resident, who identified himself by his first name, Abdirisak. 
"At Maghrib everyone goes back indoors. This is what 
everyone is doing because they are scared of attacks." 

Amisom troops had been reluctant to enter Kismayo 
despite the militants' apparent withdrawal over the weekend, 
fearing mines and snipers in city buildings, according to Eloi 
Yao, Amisom's senior information officer. 

Al-Shabaab militants bombed Amisom troops in two 
separate locations as they entered Kismayo, according to an 
al-Shabaab spokesman writing on Twitter, who claimed these 
blasts had killed scores of Somali troops as they tried to enter 
a regional administration block. 

Col. Houmed denied the blasts had caused any casualties. 
"The first explosion was a grenade attack which missed the 
target," he said, adding that Amisom itself had detonated a 
second bomb in a controlled explosion. "Amisom has not 
sustained any injuries," he added. 

Amisom hasn't released any information on casualties on 
either side of the offensive. 

The blasts underscore al-Shabaab's determination to strike 
back using guerrilla-style attacks, analysts said. The militant 
group has claimed responsibility for attempting to assassinate 
the newly elected president after his election last month, and is 
blamed for a recent attack at a restaurant that killed several 
journalists and a parliamentarian. 

In recent years, the group had funding and training ties 
with al Qaeda, U.S. officials have said. But it also appeared to 
be split by tensions between those who wanted to focus on 
overthrowing the Somali government and those with regional 
jihadist aspirations. 

The two East African countries leading the peacekeeping 
mission, Kenya and Uganda, have been targeted in past 
strikes. In 2010, the militant group claimed credit for multiple-
bomb assault on Kampala, Uganda, that killed 89 people, 
including one American. On Sunday, the acting police chief in 
Kenya's capital said he suspected al-Shabaab in a blast on a 
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Sunday school class that killed one child and wounded three, 
the Associated Press reported. 

Al-Shabaab has refused to recognize Somalia's new 
civilian government and has accused elected officials of being 
agents of Western powers. The role of protecting the new 
government still rests largely on AU peacekeepers. Somalia's 
foreign donors are eager to shift more of the security burden to 
the local army. 

Somalia's national army still faces numerous challenges—
ranging from inadequate logistics to tribal divisions—that may 
undermine its campaign to stamp out the militant threat, 
according to Angelo Izama, a Ugandan-based analyst with 
Open Society Foundation, a U.S.-based nonprofit organization 
that promotes democracy and human rights. 

"The fall of Kismayo does not necessarily mean that the 
war against the al-Shabaab is finished," Mr. Izama said. 
"These are battle-hardened militants who will try to make it 
difficult for Amisom and the Somalia national army." 

The U.S. and other governments have backed the military 
campaign against al-Shabaab on fears that Somalia remains a 
sanctuary for the group to plan international attacks. African 
Union peacekeepers, mainly from Uganda, Kenya, Burundi 
and Sierra Leone, have swept across much of Somalia in the 
past year, introducing a fragile peace to the capital, 
Mogadishu. 

The A.U. troops' gains have placed increasing financial 
pressures on al Shabaab, which collected taxes on merchants 
in Mogadishu and on shipments into another Somali port city, 
Marka. Al Shabaab fighters have concentrated in Kismayo, 
where they have funded operations by demanding payments 
for coal exports and imports of commodities for local 
businesses. 

In taking Kismayo, Amisom troops have cut off the 
militants from controlling commercial trade in the area, Col. 
Houmed said. Over the last one month, the joint African 
forces have also secured a string of towns and centers on the 
main roads linking Kismayo. 
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AFGHANISTAN: 
11. Q & A: NATO's Secretary-General Discusses Afghanistan, Libya 
Under Anders Fogh Rasmussen's watch, the coalition's most consuming campaign has been the Afghan 
war. He discusses the exit plan and the recent 'insider attacks.' 
(LOS ANGELES TIMES 02 OCT 12) ... Henry Chu 

BRUSSELS — Since becoming head of the world's most 
durable military alliance three years ago, NATO Secretary-
General Anders Fogh Rasmussen has had his hands full with 
conflicts and operations outside the coalition's center of 
gravity in North America and Europe. 

Under Rasmussen's watch, North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization jets patrolled the skies over Libya and pounded 
forces loyal to dictator Moammar Kadafi, who was 
overthrown and later killed by rebel fighters last year. NATO 
warships are also stationed in the Gulf of Aden and the Indian 
Ocean to help combat Somali pirates. 

But the alliance's most consuming campaign remains the 
war in Afghanistan, which has been jolted in recent months by 
a wave of "insider attacks," in which uniformed Afghans have 
turned on their Western trainers and colleagues. More than 50 
troops from NATO's International Security Assistance Force, 
or ISAF, have been killed in insider attacks this year. 

Rasmussen, 59, who served as prime minister in his 
native Denmark from 2001 to 2009, is in his fourth year of a 
five-year term as secretary-general. He spoke to The Times in 
Brussels this week. 

The top U.S. military commander in Afghanistan, 
John Allen, said in a recently broadcast interview that he 
was "mad as hell" about the insider attacks. Do you feel 
the same? 

I share his concerns. No doubt that the insider attacks 
threaten to undermine trust and confidence between foreign 
troops and Afghan security forces, but I can also assure you 
they will not succeed. 

You've called the training of Afghan security forces 
the "only strategy that makes sense." Aren't the insider 
attacks now undermining that strategy? 

No, the strategy remains the same. … It has never been 
our intention to become an occupation force. Right from the 
outset, it's been our clear goal that Afghanistan could become 
a free, independent, sovereign nation taking care of its own 
security. 

In order to withdraw international combat troops by the 
end of 2014 and still prevent Afghanistan from becoming a 
safe haven for terrorists, we need a very strong and capable 
Afghan security force. This is the reason why we gradually 
build up to a level of 352,000 [members of the Afghan] 
security forces. … Nothing can derail that. 

Haven't the attacks succeeded in sowing mistrust? 
What signal does it give Afghan colleagues when ISAF 
forces wear body armor and carry loaded weapons around 
them? 

Let me remind you that Afghan security forces have also 
been subject to insider attacks. It's not just directed at foreign 
troops. Afghan soldiers and police are also victims, so we 
have a shared interest in and shared responsibility for 
preventing these insider attacks…. 

Sometimes we have seen Taliban fighters wear Afghan 
police uniforms or Afghan army uniforms. ... So the fact that 
our soldiers protect themselves is not a measure directed 
against their Afghan partners. It's a measure against the enemy 
of Afghanistan. 

ISAF estimates that the insurgency is directly or 
indirectly responsible for a quarter of the insider attacks. 
Isn't that an alarming sign of infiltration by the Taliban? 

Whether it's a quarter or any other figure, it is a matter of 
concern. It is part of the strategy of the enemies of 
Afghanistan to undermine trust and confidence between the 
Afghan security forces and the foreign troops. It's also part of 
a strategy to undermine public and political support for our 
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mission in Afghanistan in the capitals of contributing 
countries…. 

We have strengthened vetting and recruiting procedures, 
we have strengthened counter-intelligence measures … and 
we will not hesitate to take new steps if needed. 

The French are pulling out their forces a year early, 
and the U.S. and Britain are now privately mulling over 
changing their timetable of withdrawal. Is the process 
being accelerated? 

You will see, from now until the end of 2014, 
drawdowns, troop withdrawals, redeployments, and that's part 
of our plan. ... As the Afghan security forces step forward and 
take more and more responsibility, our troops can take a step 
backwards. We can redeploy; we can gradually change from 
mainly combat to mainly support. 

Let me once and for all state, this is not a rush for the exit. 
It reflects the success of transition. 

To have 350,000 members of the Afghan security 
forces is about one per every 100 people. Isn't that a lot for 
a country the size of Afghanistan? 

It's our best estimate of what is needed under current 
circumstances. Whether that will be required also in a longer-
term perspective remains to be seen... 

The Taliban miscalculate the situation if they think they 
can just wait us out, because when we end our ISAF combat 
mission, they will be faced with a very strong and capable 
Afghan security force. ... They can no longer claim they are 
fighting foreign invaders; at that stage they will be fighting 
their own compatriots. That will be very difficult for them in 
the eyes of ordinary Afghan citizens. 

Why is negotiating with the Taliban now acceptable, 
whereas several years ago it was not on the table? 

If you are to create peace, then you will eventually also 
have to speak with your enemies. 

But don't you want to defeat your enemies before you 
speak? 

The best way to facilitate a political process is to keep up 
strong military pressure so that the Taliban and other enemies 
of Afghanistan clearly realize that they have no chance 
whatsoever to prevail on the battlefield. 

I think it makes sense to try to pursue a political solution 
if certain conditions are fulfilled. Firstly, the process must be 
led by the Afghans themselves. Secondly, groups and 
individuals involved in that reconciliation process must abide 
by the Afghan constitution and respect human rights, 
including women's rights. And finally, they must denounce 
violence and cut ties with terrorist groups. If these conditions 
are fulfilled, I think we should give it a try. 

The attack on Camp Bastion was quite sophisticated 
and caused major damage. Isn't it worrisome that at this 
stage in the game they can mount so successful an attack? 

It is a matter of concern. ... But during the whole 
campaign, you have seen the enemies of Afghanistan 
gradually develop new methods of warfare, and we adapt to 
that. I think that's quite normal. 

Wouldn't you expect your enemy to be weakened and 
no longer able to mount such attacks if you're being 
successful? 

The enemy has been weakened. ... We have seen a decline 
in the number of enemy-initiated attacks. Furthermore, 80% of 
the enemy-initiated attacks take place in areas where only 20% 
of the Afghan population lives. In other words, a huge 
majority of Afghans live in areas where the situation is 
relatively calm and stable. 

Regarding Syria, does NATO have anything more to 
offer the Syrian people than just encouraging words? 

We share the frustration. It is absolutely outrageous what 
we're witnessing in Syria. And we urge the Syrian leadership 
to stop violence and crackdowns on the civilian population 
and initiate a process towards democracy with an aim to 
accommodate the legitimate aspirations of the Syrian people. 

But we do believe that the right way forward is a political 
solution. There's no United Nations mandate for a military 
operation, there's no international call on NATO to intervene 
and we have no intention to intervene militarily, because we 
do believe that when it comes to Syria, the right way forward 
is a political solution, based on the main elements in the so-
called Annan plan. 

Syria is a very complex society, ethnically, religiously, 
politically, and any foreign military intervention might have 
unpredictable repercussions in the region. 

Do you have any regrets over the Libya operation? 
No, on the contrary, I think we conducted a very effective 

operation, implementing fully the United Nations mandate. 
We prevented a massacre [of] the Libyan people…. 

There are still security challenges in Libya, and in 
particular the challenge to put individual militia groups under 
control and to integrate them into a unified security structure. 
… But despite these challenges, we have seen an encouraging 
development in Libya. 

Are you concerned over European commitment of 
resources and political will to NATO in a time of economic 
austerity, and is the U.S. right to feel angry over 
insufficient commitment by its European partners in 
NATO? 

We have seen a growing gap between the United States 
on the one hand and European allies on the other hand, not 
least because of a very strong increase in American defense 
spending since 9/11. ... I urge European allies to do what they 
can, despite economic austerity, to invest in necessary military 
capabilities…. 

We should also nuance the picture a bit. ... You have seen 
Europe transform from being purely a security consumer 
during the Cold War to now being a security provider. During 
the Cold War, Europeans didn't deploy troops in NATO-led 
international operations at all. ... Today, Europeans have 
many, many troops deployed in NATO-led international 
operations. 

In Afghanistan, one-third of the international troops are 
non-U.S. In Kosovo, for each one American soldier, you have 
five Europeans. We are now building a NATO missile defense 
system; the bulk of the input is American, but 10 of the bigger 
European allies contribute as well. So you really see a strong 
European engagement ... and I think the United States should 
acknowledge that and appreciate that. 
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ASIA – PACIFIC: 
12. Chinese Govt Ships In Waters Of Disputed Isles: Japan 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 02 OCT 12) ... Hiroshi Hiyama 

TOKYO - Chinese government ships returned to waters 
off disputed Japanese-controlled islands Tuesday, the coast 
guard said, a week after they last left and days after heated 
exchanges at the UN General Assembly. 

Four maritime surveillance ships entered the waters 
shortly after 12:30 pm (0330 GMT), where they remained for 
around six hours, ignoring demands from Japan's coastguard 
to leave. 

"Patrol ships from our agency have been telling them to 
sail outside of our territorial waters. There has not been any 
response" from the Chinese ships, the agency said. 

It was the first time in about a week that Chinese ships 
had entered the waters, and came after a lull in a fearsome 
diplomatic spat over the sovereignty of the islands known as 
the Senkakus in Japan and Diaoyus in China. 

Foreign Minister Koichiro Gemba said the Japanese 
government lodged an immediate protest to China over the 
latest case, telling reporters: "We want the Chinese side to 
exercise self-restraint." 

Official Chinese vessels repeatedly sailed into the 
archipelago's waters until last Monday, defying warnings from 
Japan's well-equipped coastguard. 

And last week Chinese and Japanese diplomats at the 
United Nations in New York traded insults, with China's 
Foreign Minister Yang Jiechi accusing Japan of theft. 

The islands lie in rich fishing grounds and on key 
shipping lanes. The seabed in the area is also believed to 
harbour mineral reserves. 

Japan's deputy UN ambassador Kazuo Kodama retorted 
that the islands were legally Japanese territory and said "an 
assertion that Japan took the islands from China cannot 
logically stand.” 

Historical grievances stemming from Japan's wartime 
expansionism also complicate the argument, as does a claim of 
ownership by Taiwan. 

That claim was pressed last Tuesday when dozens of 
fishing boats were escorted into island waters by the 

Taiwanese coastguard, sparking water cannon exchanges with 
Japanese coastguard vessels. 

The decades-old dispute came to the fore earlier this year 
when the China-baiting governor of Tokyo, Shintaro Ishihara, 
announced he wanted to buy the island chain from its private 
Japanese landowner. 

Nationalists from both sides staged island landings before 
Prime Minister Yoshihiko Noda stepped in to outbid Ishihara, 
who had amassed well over a billion yen ($12.8 million) in 
public donations towards the cost. 

The government completed its purchase of three of the 
five islands in the chain -- it already owned one and leases the 
fifth -- on September 11. 

Observers said Noda's move to nationalise the islands had 
been an attempt to hose down an issue that looked set to 
become an international problem. 

But Beijing reacted furiously and unleashed diplomatic 
vitriol on Tokyo, while tens of thousands of protesters poured 
onto the streets in cities across China. 

In demonstrations that commentators said had at least 
tacit approval from the authorities, Japanese businesses were 
targeted by violence and arson, with some forced to close 
temporarily. 

The protests escalated, culminating a fortnight ago on a 
day coinciding with the 81st anniversary of the Mukden 
Incident, an episode marking the beginning of Japan's 
occupation of swathes of modern-day China. 

Chinese state media announced late last week that the 
Communist Party congress -- at which a generational 
leadership change is expected to take place -- would begin on 
November 8. 

China-watchers had said a behind-the-scenes tussle over 
who will occupy key positions has been going on for some 
time, complicating Beijing's behaviour over the island dispute. 

Japan's political scene is also fragile and prey to 
nationalist sentiment. A weakened Noda is expected to call a 
general election over the coming months in which his 
fragmenting party looks set to fare badly. 
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13. China And Japan Face Off: Tiny Islands, Big Dispute 
The China and Japan face off over five islands has sunk relations to a 40-year low - the worst since 
diplomatic relations began. But the sabre rattling is just for show, say analysts. 
(CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR 02 OCT 12) ... Peter Ford 

BEIJING -- The Great Hall of the People, the heart of 
Beijing's ceremonial political life, should have been ringing 
last month with toasts and speeches to fete the 40th 
anniversary of diplomatic relations between China and Japan. 

But the banquet rooms sat silent, the celebrations 
canceled. 

The two neighbors' ancient enmity had ensnared them 
again, this time in a territorial dispute over a handful of remote 
islands. 

Hotheads on both sides of the East China Sea were calling 
for war. Even the coolest heads could not rule that prospect 
out. 

"Relations are worse than they have ever been in 40 
years," says Liu Jiangyong, a professor of Japanese politics at 
Tsinghua University in Beijing. "I don't see much chance of a 
war; but I think Japan is preparing for one, and we should, 
too." 

The possibility of armed conflict between the world's 
second- and third-largest economies is enough to scare 
governments around the globe. It is especially alarming to the 
United States, whose alliance with Japan would draw it into 
any fighting. 

Beijing and Tokyo both claim sovereignty over five 
islands in the East China Sea, known as the Diaoyu in China 
and as the Senkaku in Japan, which administers them. 
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Four decades ago China agreed not to press its territorial 
claim on the tacit understanding that Japan would not settle or 
build on the rocky islets. Every now and again nationalist 
activists from Hong Kong or Japan would land on one of the 
islands and plant a Chinese or Japanese flag; there was an 
angry showdown two years ago when Japan arrested a Chinese 
fishing boat captain. But the status quo prevailed. 

Everything changed on Sept. 11 this year, when the 
Japanese government purchased three of the islands from their 
private owner. Chinese leaders and media reacted with fury, 
spurring demonstrations in scores of cities, some of which 
turned violent, with people looting and torching Japanese-
owned businesses. 

In vain did Japanese officials try to explain that Prime 
Minister Yoshihiko Noda had "nationalized" the islands to 
keep them out of the hands of the governor of Tokyo, a 
nationalist firebrand who was trying to buy them, likely to use 
them to provoke China. 

Beijing declared its "base lines" around the islands, 
defining the exact area of its territorial claim, as the legal basis 
on which it claimed jurisdiction, and began sending 
surveillance vessels and, in one instance, two naval frigates, 
within 12 miles of the islands, into what Japan claims as its 
territorial waters. 

"These patrols change the fact of only Japan controlling 
the islands," says Professor Liu. "Japanese administration and 
management will no longer be a reality." 

At the same time, the Chinese Navy and Air Force staged 
joint drills in the East China Sea, not far from the disputed 
area, and the vice chairman of China's Central Military 
Commission, Gen. Xu Caihou, publicly urged the Army to "be 
prepared for any possible military combat," the state news 
agency Xinhua reported. 

In fact, Japan's better-trained and more-professional Navy 
would likely defeat China's fleet should it somehow come to a 
shooting war, according to most foreign security analysts. 

Just For Show? 
But the saber rattling is likely just for show, says Zhu 

Feng, a professor at Peking University's School of 
International Studies in Beijing. "Neither side wants to 
recklessly provoke, and both know where the limits are," he 
says. 

Professor Zhu worries, though, that "a mismanaged crisis 
is very possible, and that could lead to conflict." 

The waters near the islands are currently the scene of a 
dangerous maritime ballet involving Japanese Coast Guard 
vessels, Chinese fisheries surveillance ships, and Coast Guard 
boats from Taiwan, which also claims the territory. 

So far, hostilities have been limited to water-cannon 
duels, as happened Sept. 24 between Japanese and Taiwanese 
Coast Guard vessels. But "when you have that many boats 
sailing around, the potential for mishap is quite high," points 
out Bonnie Glaser, a senior fellow at the Center for Strategic 
and International Studies in Washington. 

The danger, adds Valérie Niquet, a China analyst at the 
Foundation for Strategic Research, a think tank in Paris, is that 
a collision, a sinking, or a fatality "could start something that 
would be difficult to stop," especially since China and Japan 
have no procedures in place to handle maritime crises. 

Chinese vessels pulled out of the 12-mile zone after a few 
hours of patrolling last week, and Japanese Coast Guard ships 

have so far refrained from using force against Taiwanese 
fishing boats, signaling that all parties are being careful. 

'There Is No Territorial Dispute' 
But neither Tokyo nor Beijing is stepping down from 

their position that the islands are theirs. 
"There will be no policy change on nationalizing [the 

islands], and it is impossible to give in on this," Mr. Noda said 
on television recently. 

He repeated Japan's insistence, especially infuriating to 
China, that "there is no territorial dispute" over the islands. 

In China, the ruling Communist Party's official organ, the 
People's Daily, responded that Beijing would not compromise 
even with "half steps" on its demand that Japan rescind the 
island purchase. 

The timing of this crisis does not help resolve it; China is 
on the brink of a once-in-a-decade leadership change when 
"leaders do not want China to be seen as chicken," says Zhu, 
and in Japan, Noda is expected to call elections in the next few 
months. 

Facing a conservative opposition that has made the 
sovereignty issue a key campaign issue, "what does 
compromise get Noda?" asks Ms. Glaser, rhetorically. 

Nationalist-Minded 
In the longer term, public opinion in Japan and in China is 

growing both more nationalist-minded and more influential, 
says Thomas Berger, a visiting professor of politics at Keio 
University in Tokyo. 

"Chinese leaders have become much more sensitive to the 
noisier segments of Chinese public opinion," says Professor 
Berger, "and the Japanese public inserts itself more assertively 
and more erratically into the foreign-policy agenda than it 
used to." 

Notably, Berger says, "there is a growing feeling in Japan 
that if they do not stand up to the Chinese there will be no end 
to how far they will be pushed around." 

At the same time, points out Taylor Fravel, a professor of 
international relations at the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology in Cambridge, both Japan and China are involved 
in other territorial tussles with other countries, and neither 
wants to look weak in the current crisis. 

"Prevailing in this could send a signal to rivals in other 
disputes," Professor Fravel suggests. 

Though neither side seems to want a military conflict, 
China is warning that it would make Japan pay economically 
in a protracted crisis over the islands. 

China "has always been extremely cautious about playing 
the economic card," stated an editorial in the overseas edition 
of the People's Daily late last month. "But if Japan continues 
its provocations, China will take up the battle." 

So far, Japanese businessmen are reporting nothing more 
serious than delays at customs and difficulties securing 
Chinese visas. But the potential for damage is huge; China is 
Japan's largest export market (Japan is China's third-largest 
market), and the two countries' bilateral trade was worth 
nearly $350 billion last year. 

Economic Motivator? 
On the other hand, China is not immune to the economic 

fallout of a drawn-out dispute. 
Japan is the largest foreign investor in China after Hong 

Kong, pumping more than $5 billion into the country in the 
first eight months of this year. If anti-Japanese feelings 
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continue to rise, Japanese investors are likely to think twice 
about putting money into China. 

"That must be a factor" in China's thinking, says Fravel. 
"In the current economic slowdown, the jobs that Japanese 
investment creates are even more important than before." 

"The economic risks should be a clear reminder to leaders 
on both sides to behave responsibly" in this crisis, argues Zhu. 
"The potential economic damage should be an alarm bell." 

Behind the details of the territorial dispute, though, lies a 
larger picture: a shifting balance of power in Asia that some 
analysts say is contributing to the tensions. 

China's rise – it overtook Japan in 2010 to become the 
world's second-largest economy – has made Beijing "more 
assertive, and readier to take advantage of opportunities to 
advance its interests," says Ms. Niquet. 

That, adds Glaser, is what is happening now. "As the 
balance of power changes" between the two Asian giants, 
"China sees this crisis as an opportunity to push" Japan into 
acknowledging that there is a dispute over ownership of the 
Senkaku/Diaoyu Islands as a first step toward negotiations. 

The Global Times, a nationalist tabloid owned by the 
Chinese Communist Party, put it bluntly in a recent editorial. 

"Japan has been China's closest rival for a century," it 
argued. "China has recently achieved some strategic 
advantages over Japan, and it can solve the Diaoyu island 
issue thoroughly only by extending those advantages." 

With both sides holding fast to their territorial claims, "I 
do not see a solution," says Zhu. "But the pressing issue right 
now is not a solution but how to prevent an accidental 
collision at sea igniting a military conflict." 

Tuesday Japan's coast guard reported that four Chinese 
ships entered the disputed waters and had not responded to 
Japan's instructions to leave. 

The danger, warns Berger, is that "if we do not have a 
resolution and a new equilibrium between China and Japan, 
we may have a series of such crises of this nature. There will 
be games of chicken over and over, and sooner or later there 
will be a disaster." 
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14. Phl Seeking More Help To Resolve Territorial Row 
(PHILIPINE STAR 03 OCT 12) ... Pia Lee-Brago 

MANILA, Philippines - With China’s seemingly 
unhampered incursions in the West Philippine Sea and in 
waters controlled by its neighbors, the Philippines is appealing 
to the international community for more help in resolving the 
issue through enforcement of international laws. 

Addressing the United Nations General Assembly in New 
York, Foreign Affairs Secretary Albert del Rosario urged the 
international body to make sure that territorial spats in the 
region are resolved “without threats or use of force” and in 
accordance with international laws like the UN Convention on 
the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) and the 1982 Manila 
Declaration on the Peaceful Settlement of International 
Disputes. 

“From the perspective of the rule of law, and given the 
maritime disputes that have intensified in the Asian region, the 
UN Convention on the Law of the Sea has never been more 
relevant than it is today. All states must respect their 
obligations to settle their maritime disputes by peaceful 
means, without threats or use of force, under UNCLOS,” Del 
Rosario said. 

“A rules-based approach under UNCLOS can peacefully 
resolve these Asian maritime disputes,” he added. 

“Today, my country faces its most serious challenge to 
the security of its maritime domain and integrity of its national 
territory, as well as its effective protection of its marine 
environment,” he said, apparently referring to China’s laying 
claim to areas under Philippine sovereignty. 

“To address this challenge and to arrive at a durable 
resolution, we must rely on the rule of law and not the force of 
arms. We must rely on the body of rules that state that disputes 
must be resolved peacefully. We must rely on the norms and 
rules enshrined in the UNCLOS,” Del Rosario said. 

He said members-states, “without exception,” should 
“respect the international legal framework to utilize 
institutions and adhere to commitments in treaties and 
conventions.” 

In a statement, Del Rosario stressed that the UN was 
“created to protect the weak from the strong, to provide for the 
equality of all sovereign states, and to enshrine the rule of law 
as the governing principle in regulating international 
disputes.” 

He added the UN is “a community of nations and not of 
hegemons,” and that “rather than being forced to accept that 
might is right, we will instead demonstrate that right is might.” 

“We therefore rely on our friends and allies and all those 
who believe in the peaceful and fair management of the seas 
and oceans to uphold the rule of law and UNCLOS. We will 
endeavor to elicit a more proactive action from the General 
Assembly,” he said. 
Chinese ships have not left Panatag (Scarborough) Shoal off 
Zambales since a standoff with Philippine Navy vessels on 
April 8. The Chinese ships arrived to prevent Philippine 
authorities from arresting Chinese poachers on eight fishing 
boats. Since then, China has been claiming sovereignty over 
Panatag Shoal – locally called Bajo de Masinloc – just 124 
nautical miles from Zambales and well within the country’s 
200-mile exclusive economic zone. 

China’s territorial claims in the West Philippine Sea, East 
China Sea and South China Sea have pitted it against its other 
neighbors including Japan and Vietnam. China wants to 
resolve the issue bilaterally but the Philippines wants the 
matter raised before an international forum such as the 
UNCLOS. 

Singapore’s Appeal 
Singapore also made its own appeal to the UN that the 

latter play a greater role in preventing or resolving 
international crisis. 

Singaporean Foreign Affairs Minister Shanmugam said a 
greater UN role would “provide a platform for states under 
threat to bring their problems before these mechanisms with 
confidence, rather than trying to resolve them by force.” 
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He stressed that it was “particularly important” for the 
survival of small states such as Singapore that “predictable 
and stable rule-based system” exists. 

The Philippines’ efforts to advance peaceful settlement of 
international disputes have been called “a timely theme” for 
the General Assembly. 

In a meeting with Del Rosario on Sept. 27, General 
Assembly 67th session president Vuk Jeremic voiced “utmost 
attentiveness and energy to the Philippine initiatives at the 
United Nations on the peaceful settlement of disputes.” 

Del Rosario said Jeremic’s statement “will further draw 
attention to the duties and obligations of states to settle their 

disputes in a peaceful manner as enshrined in the Charter of 
the United Nations and in international law.” 

Meanwhile, Manila is hosting the 3rd ASEAN Maritime 
Forum (AMF) and the 1st Expanded AMF, which begin today. 
The territorial disputes in the West Philippine Sea and the 
South China Sea are likely to dominate discussions among 
ASEAN members and 18 East Asia Summit nations including 
Japan and China. The forum ends on Oct. 5. 

Vice President Jejomar Binay will address the 3rd AMF, 
while Foreign Affairs Undersecretary for Policy Erlinda 
Basilio will serve as session chair. 

Return to Index 
 
 

AMERICAS: 
15. UNITAS Training Targets Drug Smugglers 
(NAVY TIMES 02 OCT 12) ... Mark D. Faram 

ABOARD THE DESTROYER GRAVELY — The 
Mexican navy patrol boat Independencia halted the U.S. 
destroyer Gravely in Caribbean waters Sept. 23, announcing a 
search for contraband. 

The boarding team climbed a Jacob’s Ladder onto 
Gravely’s flight deck and proceeded to search engineering and 
berthing areas before heading to the bridge to ask the captain 
some questions. 

Through an interpreter, the Mexican boarding officer 
asked probing questions about the ship’s crew, cargo and 
destination. Satisfied with his answers, his team left without 
incident. 

Less than an hour later, Gravely’s visit, board, search and 
seizure team returned the favor, with Lt. j.g. William 
Goodyear leading his team onboard the Independencia. 

The back-and-forth was a training scenario — one of 
many conducted over the course of the nearly two-week 
Atlantic phase of UNITAS, a joint exercise hosted this year by 
the U.S. 

The exercise kicked off Sept. 17 in Key West, Fla., where 
the ship basin there saw its largest concentration of warships 
since at least the 1970s, but possibly since World War II. 

The operations wrapped up Sept. 28 off the southern coast 
of Cuba, with closing ceremonies on the Canadian supply ship 
Preserver. 

It’s the 53rd year for UNITAS, Latin for “unity.” While 
the U.S. is playing host this year, the honor often goes to a 
Central or South American country. 

UNITAS annually has Atlantic and Pacific phases. This 
year’s Pacific phase was hosted by Peru in May. 

During the Atlantic phase, 13 ships from seven nations 
participated, while four other nations observed. Most 
participants were from the Americas, though the United 
Kingdom sent Dauntless, an air defense destroyer. 

Even participating countries sent observers to other 
countries’ vessels as part of the learning experience. For 
example, Gravely had officers from the Brazilian and Mexican 
navies onboard, as well as an enlisted sailor from the 
Dominican Republic. 

“Obviously there are political waves that ebb and flow, 
but the navies remain working together,” said Rear Adm. 
Sinclair Harris, commander of 4th Fleet and this year’s 
exercise. 

Navies of the Americas and Europe have to contend with 
the threat of drug trafficking, and sometimes human 
smuggling, in these areas, Harris said, and sharing best 
practices and training is one way to combat this organized 
crime. 

Drugs, mainly cocaine, are smuggled from Central and 
South America — mainly by “go-fast” boats, but sometimes 
by aircraft heading north. In recent years, officials have also 
worked to interdict guns and other goods, such as tobacco and 
alcohol, that cartels purchase in the U.S. and attempt to 
smuggle south. 

“The fact we come together each year to practice and train 
and become stronger partners is more important now that ever 
before,” Harris said during the exercise’s opening ceremonies. 
“None of us can do this by ourselves. We’re all under strain by 
budgets, so we have to do this together.” 

Aboard Gravely 
The two-week exercise had the navies moving in two-

column formations reminiscent of World War II — allowing 
the crews to practice shiphandling in close quarters with 
vessels of various sizes. 

Exercises were to include higher-level warfare, Harris 
said, including missile- and gun-shoots against drones, as well 
as scenario-based exercises against each other. 

In one scenario, the force was split into blue and orange 
forces. The blue, headed by the Columbians, were “the good 
guys” and the orange, headed by the Brazilians, were the “bad 
guys,” said Capt. Ace Van Wagoner, commander of Destroyer 
Squadron 40. 

Gravely, a Norfolk, Va.-based ship in commission less 
than two years, was on the orange side. 

The ship’s crew is training for the ship’s first deployment 
early next year with the Truman Carrier Strike Group, which 
will head to the Persian Gulf. 

Working an exercise of this scope is a bonus to the crew, 
said Cmdr. David Dry, Gravely’s commanding officer. 

“It’s really value-added for us, as we’re at the point where 
we’re losing the plank owners — the initial crew — little by 
little, every week,” he said. “Nearly all of them will be gone 
by sometime in our deployment last year. So I’m in the 
process of building a new team, while we’re also preparing for 
deployment, and this kind of extra work can only help.” 
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The UNITAS underway period will be followed by 
exercises in October with the rest of the strike group; by the 
time Gravely returns to Norfolk in late October, it will have 
completed its longest underway period — six weeks. 

But from here on out, the training gets longer and more 
intense until early next year, when the ship enters its final 
workups for deployment. 

“UNITAS is a unique opportunity for our crew to work in 
such close company with this many other ships,” Dry said. “It 
also gives us real-world practice in overcoming language 
barriers during day-to-day operations, as well as adapting to 
our partners’ tactics and procedures at all levels of 
operations.” 

For a ship that’s spent most of its early underway time on 
solo shakedown cruises, the experience for the crew is 
invaluable, especially for young sailors and officers looking to 
qualify as watchstanders. 

“The extra experience we’re getting …. learning to 
operate this close in with other ships, is really helping our 
junior officers as they work towards their officer-of-the-deck 
qualification,” said Lt. j.g. Brian Gordon, one of the ship’s 
plank owners, who is due to rotate soon to one of the Navy’s 
riverine squadrons. “They’ll be able to build on this 
experience all the way through to deployment, and they’ll be 
better shiphandlers for the experience.” 

As for the boarding operations, Dry said his VBSS team 
faces the same difficulties as the rest of the crew in getting 
new people qualified as the veterans begin to move on to other 
assignments. 

With all the schools required to get VBSS teams up to 
speed individually and as a group, Dry said having an 
opportunity to train with other navies’ boarding teams is 
invaluable. It gives officers and enlisted team members the 
chance to observe the other countries’ procedures and rules of 
engagement while practicing their own, Dry said. 

“Navigating things such as language barriers is real-world 
experience and something that could happen on deployment if 
called on to do maritime interdiction or counter-piracy 
operations,” he said. 

Still, he said, watching the Mexican navy invade his ship 
was odd. 

“Usually it’s the United States doing the boarding and 
asking all the questions,” he said. “We got to experience the 
shoe on the other foot here and to see from the other side how 
it feels to have your ship inspected by someone else — and to 
be on the receiving side of questions we’re normally asking. 
That’s an invaluable experience, too, and one I’m glad my 
crew has had.” 
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ALLIED NAVIES: 
16. Largest Navy Warship Now Has Crew 
(U.K. PRESS ASSOCIATION 02 OCT 12) 

The largest warship built for the Royal Navy now has its 
first crew members - around eight years before it is fully 
operational. 

Aircraft carrier HMS Queen Elizabeth, the first of two 
65,000-tonne ships under construction for the Navy, is being 
assembled in Rosyth, Fife. 

Leading Hand Claire Butler, 29, from Middlesbrough, is 
the first member of crew to join the ship, which is not 
expected to be ready to deploy until 2020. She is one of eight 
staff selected as the first ship's company to board during the 
assembly process. 

Rear Admiral Steve Brunton presented Ms Butler with the 
first "cap tally" band for her hat with the carrier's name on it. 

She said: "Becoming the first member of the Royal Navy 
to wear this cap tally is a fantastic honour. My main task will 
be to set up the routines and procedures that will allow the rest 
of the crew to do their jobs. We are all well trained and, as a 

team, will make sure this warship becomes operational and 
helps to safeguard the world's oceans." 

Six shipyards around the UK are involved in building 
various parts of the ship, which are ultimately being 
assembled in Fife. 

Around 10,000 people have worked on the construction at 
various stages. 

Bosses believe the ship, which will have 1,600 crew 
members when fully operational, will head to Portsmouth in 
2017, with flying trials beginning in 2018 and deployment 
possible two years later. 

Captain Simon Petitt said the arrival of the first crew will 
help to bring the ship to life, and means it can be up and 
running as soon as possible. 

Speaking at the site, he said: "Today is the first day that 
the ship's company arrives in the dockyard to start to breathe 
life into the ship. You can see a fantastic ship being built, but 
it's people that matter." 
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WHITE HOUSE: 
17. Obama, Biden Launch Initiative For Military Kids 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 03 OCT 12) ... Stacy A. Anderson 

WASHINGTON— Madeline Stevens knows what it's like 
to be a military brat. 

"The first week of school, it's really hard," said Stevens, a 
17-year-old from Jacksonville, Fla., who has moved eight 
times with her naval aviator father and attended 10 different 

schools. "You sit by yourself at lunch, you try and make 
friends in classes. When you're younger it's easier because, 
you know, you just share crayons, and you're new best 
friends." 
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But in high school Stevens said she's had to integrate 
herself into sports and clubs to make friends, many of whom 
already have known each other most of their lives. The shuffle 
also has been a strain academically. 

Moving can be tough for any child, but it can be even 
harder for children of military families, who, like Stevens, 
may relocate more frequently. They must leave friends behind 
and get acclimated to new schools that may have a different 
curriculum than the one they left behind. And the emotional 
impact of having a deployed parent can also include worry and 
anxiety, said Mary Ann Rafoth, dean of Robert Morris 
University's School of Education and Social Sciences. 

"Most of us go through each day not realizing that we're a 
nation at war. But those kids do," she said. "They often feel 
like they're carrying that burden alone." 

However, educators often don't have the tools to help 
military children cope. 

A new initiative being launched Wednesday by first lady 
Michelle Obama and the vice president's wife, Jill Biden, is 
designed to better prepare educators instructing military-
connected children. "Operation: Educate the Educator" already 
has a commitment from more than 100 colleges offering 
teaching degrees. 

The Obama administration has partnered with the 
American Association of Colleges for Teacher Education and 
the Military Child Education Coalition to help military 
children as they face social, emotional and learning challenges 
in the classroom while having an active-duty parent. 

The colleges that have signed on have agreed to 
incorporate information about military children in the training 
curriculums for student teachers, push faculty and student 
teachers to do research on military children and require 
student teachers to work with military children as part of their 
final clinical experience or internship. 

The guidelines also encourage the colleges to work with 
admissions offices to identify military children, offer 
workshops and seminars to faculty and student teachers, and 
partner with K-12 schools for joint development programs. 

There are nearly 2 million students whose parents are 
either on active duty, members of the National Guard or 
Reserves or military veterans, according to the Military Child 
Education Coalition. Students often move six to nine times 
during their preschool through high school education. More 
than 80 percent of the 1.1 million-plus K-12 students attend 
public schools. 

Biden said she was moved by a story of a little girl who 
burst into tears when "Ave Maria" played at her school's 

Christmas program because the song had also been played at 
the funeral of father, who died in Iraq. 

"It was so shocking to me that that teacher really was 
unaware that this girl had a daddy who was in the military," 
she said. "We have to make sure that we can identify the 
military children and that we can do things to celebrate 
military families." 

Biden said it was inevitable that the education of military 
children would become part of Joining Forces, the initiative 
she launched with Mrs. Obama in 2011 to support military 
families. The campaign also has helped formerly deployed 
soldiers seek employment stateside and has aided spouses. 

"We say, when you have a family member who is in the 
military service, the families serve too," she said. "Think of 
the pressures on the families, and so they're all in this 
together." 

Robert Morris University, located in Moon Township, 
Pa., near Pittsburgh, serves a large community of the military 
children with the nearby Air Force Reserve base. All 
education majors at Robert Morris attend weekly seminars to 
discuss the challenges of student teaching with their school 
faculty. Starting this semester, one of the sessions will be 
devoted to discussing the needs of children with parents in the 
military who are deployed, state-side or veterans. 

Rafoth, who will lead the session, said the constant 
moving can cause "holes in instruction," rather than cognitive 
issues for the student. 

"This especially happens with math instruction because 
math curricula vary place to place, and it's possible you can go 
around and never get fractions because those are taught in a 
discrete place in the curriculum," she said. "Then, boy, are you 
up a creek when you meet algebra." 

Almost 10 percent of the 24,000 students at Kansas State 
University are military-connected since there are three military 
bases in the state. 

The university's College of Education will hold a special 
session on the needs of the military-connected families at its 
educational symposium, an annual career day for about 500 
students. The school also will incorporate information about 
military children into a required teaching course, Core 
Teaching Skills, about effective teaching and learning. 

Debbie Mercer, the college's dean, said military children 
deal with anxiety and fear of the unknown. Those issues can 
manifest in the classroom with a student becoming withdrawn 
or acting out, she said. 

"Being able to reach that child where they are, help figure 
out exactly what is going on and then come up with a plan for 
that child is important," she said. 
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PERSONNEL: 
18. VA Goal: 4.7 Million Claims In Three Years 
(NAVY TIMES 08 OCT 12) ... Rick Maze 

For the Veterans Affairs Department to meet its ambitious 
goal of eliminating the huge benefits claims backlog by 2015, 
the department will have to find a way to process 4.7 million 
claims in the next three years. 

That’s a significant hurdle, considering VA has been 
processing about 1 million claims a year for each of the past 

three years and is still receiving new claims faster than it can 
complete those already in the pile. 

Deputy VA Secretary Scott Gould, testifying Sept. 20 
before the House Veterans’ Affairs Committee, stuck with the 
stated 2015 goal for eliminating the backlog, which VA 
defines as claims that have been pending longer than 125 days. 
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VA has about 895,000 pending benefits claims, about 
592,000 of them more than 125 days old. 

“We are committed to making sure that our veterans 
receive the benefits that they have earned,” Gould said. “We 
know that is our No. 1 job.” Gould described himself as 
“daunted but confident” that a combination of better people, 
technology and processes will achieve the goal of not just 
completing 4.7 million claims, but doing it with 98 percent 
accuracy. 

“Let’s face it,” Gould said, “the [Veterans Benefits 
Administration] is the land that technology passed by for the 
last two decades.” Key lawmakers are skeptical. “Although 
this administration has promised that the backlog will be 
eliminated by 2015 and that claims will be processed with 98 
percent accuracy by that time, quite frankly, many of us, 
myself included, are worried as to whether this goal remains 
realistic,” said Rep. Jeff Miller, R-Fla., the House Veterans’ 
Affairs Committee chairman. 

“It looks like we are slipping every day because of the 
numbers of claims that are coming in,” Miller said, referring 
to the fact that claims pending for 125 days or more have 
grown from about 180,000 three years ago to almost 600,000 
today. 

“No matter where the veteran is located, more often than 
not, the veteran is waiting too long to receive a benefits 
decision,” said Rep. Jon Runyan, R-N.J., who leads the 
committee’s disability assistance panel. 

Lawmakers also have concerns that concentrating on 
speed alone will hurt veterans awaiting benefits more than it 
will help them in terms of the accuracy of claims decisions. 

Rep. Jerry McNerney, D-Calif., said a recent VA study 
found that 23 percent of benefits claims contained errors, 
which can lead to even longer delays as claims are appealed 
and reconsidered. 

“We need to focus on getting claims right the first time,” 
McNerney said. 
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19. Sailor Convicted In Fatal Accident By Military Jurors 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 02 OCT 12) ... Bill Sizemore 

NORFOLK -- A military jury did Tuesday what its 
civilian counterpart refused to do, convicting a Sailor of 
drunken and reckless driving and negligent homicide in a car 
crash that killed two people. 

After Petty Officer 2nd Class Richard Freeman was 
acquitted in a state court trial last year, the Navy took the 
unusual step of bringing him before a military court. The 
prosecution was not considered double jeopardy because the 
charges were brought by a different level of government. 

After a weeklong court-martial at Norfolk Naval Station, 
Freeman was found guilty on all counts. The five-member jury 
will determine his sentence today. He faces up to nine years in 
prison, a dishonorable discharge, reduction in rank, and 
forfeiture of pay and allowances. 

Freeman, 28, a cryptological technician assigned to the 
cruiser Vella Gulf, crashed his 2006 BMW into a tree on 
Granby Street near Bon Secours DePaul Medical Center 
around 2 a.m. on July 25, 2009. 

Two passengers in the car - Cameron Richardson, 25, a 
Sailor from Virginia Beach, and Lauren Kok, 22, a nurse who 

was visiting from New York - were killed. Another Sailor, 
Thomas Jaskel, Kok's boyfriend, was paralyzed and suffered 
brain damage. Freeman and a fourth passenger escaped with 
minor injuries. 

Witnesses testified that Freeman was driving as fast as 70 
mph in the 35-mph zone and that his blood-alcohol content 
was above the state limit for drunken driving. 

His attorneys questioned the blood-alcohol evidence, 
suggesting that the blood sample might have been 
contaminated. 

Freeman did not testify. He told police in a statement five 
hours after the crash that he was distracted by his passengers' 
rowdy behavior. He said he was struck in the back of the head 
and blacked out just before the crash. 

Navy Lt. Courtney Lewis, one of the prosecutors, 
lambasted that story in her closing argument to the jury. "It's 
not only unreasonable, it's completely absurd," she said. "Why 
did he say it? Because he was desperate. He had blood on his 
hands." 
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MARINE CORPS: 
20. Marines Experiment Puts Women On Infantry Course For First Time 
Rigorous program tests officers' mental, physical endurance 
(USA TODAY 03 OCT 12) ... Jim Michaels 

QUANTICO, Va. -- It was 10 a.m., and the Marines 
trudging along the road bordered by thick Virginia woods had 
been up for seven hours already. Their uniforms were soaked 
with sweat, and their faces showed signs of the pain in their 
muscles. Their day was far from over. 

The demanding training was a typical first day in the 
Marine Corps' Infantry Officer Course except for one thing: 
For the first time, two women were part of the class. 

"The women are expected to do everything that the men 
do," says Marine Col. Todd Desgrosseilliers, who commands 

the organization responsible for basic Marine officer and 
infantry training. "We haven't changed anything." 

Women have been steadily moving into many ranks 
previously barred to them, living at forward bases, flying 
combat aircraft and serving on submarine crews. Women 
remained barred from the infantry and other combat-arms 
specialties, but for the first time are being allowed to enter the 
Marines infantry officer training. 

Allowing the women to volunteer for the course is part of 
an "experiment" to determine how they perform in the 
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rigorous regimen of physical and psychological stress that 
Marine infantry officer candidates are put through. 

The Marine Corps' Infantry Officer Course is a course in 
which about 25% of men don't make the cut or voluntarily 
drop out. 

Critics say the move is taking gender equality too far. 
They worry that some efforts to accommodate women could 
lead to changing standards and ultimately hurt military 
readiness. 

"In the end, when all is said and done, what they should 
be focusing on is combat effectiveness," said Rep. Duncan 
Hunter, R.-Calif., a member of the Armed Services 
Committee. "Does it make us better at literally killing the 
enemy? That's what their job is going to be." 

The Marine Corps says its experiment is an attempt to 
collect data for the Pentagon as it considers expanding the 
number of positions available to women in the military. The 
infantry is the most elemental and personal form of warfare, 
and remains off-limits to women, for now. 

David Barno, a retired three-star Army general now a 
senior adviser at the Center for a New American Security, says 
the infantry is a brutal form of warfare and any lifting of the 
ban should be considered carefully. Infantrymen engage in 
close-in fighting, sometimes "with knives, rocks and shovels," 
Barno says. "I don't rule that out, but I think we should take a 
hard look at that." 

The Marine Corps has rarely allowed journalists to view 
the Infantry Officer Course. The candidates, nearly all newly 
minted second lieutenants who have recently completed the 
basic officer course, are dropped into the woods well before 
dawn. They must navigate through darkened woods using 
maps and compasses. 

Carrying packs and rifles, the prospects never stop 
moving throughout the day. They are given the briefest of 
instructions and are rebuffed if they ask instructors for further 
guidance. They don't even know the requirements for passing 
the course. 

"We're not just trying to see who is the most enduring or 
the toughest," Gen. James Amos, the Marine Corps 
commandant, told USA TODAY. "They have to be able to 
make decisions under stress and duress." 

Infantry officers carry an average of about 70 pounds of 
gear on their body in combat and can march for miles. That 
weight can nearly double that when Marines are carrying 
crew-served weapons, such as mortars and heavy machine 
guns. 

Marine Capt. Brian Perkins kept a close watch over a 
group of exhausted Marine lieutenants struggling through a 
series of pull-ups. 

"She's just another student to me," Perkins said, referring 
to one of the women as she sweated through exercises. 

Men who graduate from the Marine Infantry Officer 
Course will go on to command rifle platoons. Women who 
pass the course will go on to other specialties. 

More than 280,000 women have deployed to the wars in 
Iraq and Afghanistan, but not in the infantry. 

"Sometimes we forget that even in Iraq and Afghanistan 
there have been many situations where Marines are fighting 
with their bare hands against the enemy," said Maj. Scott 
Cuomo, director of the Infantry Officer Course. "In a battle in 
Najaf, I was 50 feet from a Marine infantryman killing the 
enemy with his knife." 

Defense Secretary Leon Panetta has ordered the services 
to update him next month on how women performed in the 
new jobs and on efforts to develop "gender-neutral physical 
standards" with an aim toward opening still more positions to 
women. 

Developing gender-neutral standards raises the question 
of whether they would be made less strenuous. 

Nancy Duff Campbell, co-president of the National 
Women's Law center, says the Marines should re-evaluate the 
standards before putting women through the course. 

They're going at this backwards," Campbell says. 
Not all women in the military agree. A female Marine 

officer with two combat tours wrote in the Marine Corps 
Gazette that the physical demands of infantry fighting were 
harmful to women. 

"We as an institution are going to experience a colossal 
increase in crippling and career-ending medical conditions for 
females," Capt. Katie Petronio wrote. 

One of the two women who started the 13-week course 
did not make it past the first day, which tests combat 
endurance. Neither did 27 of the 109 men in the course. 

The Marine Corps did not release the names of the 
candidates. They did release a statement from the 24-year-old 
woman who passed: She said she saw the training as an 
"incredible opportunity" for women. 

"It's about the balance between mental and physical 
toughness," Perkins said of those who have what it takes to be 
infantry officers. "You can see it in their eyes." 
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VOTING: 
21. Debate Over Military Voting Heats Up 
(NEWPORT NEWS DAILY PRESS 03 OCT 12) ... Hugh Lessig 

Military families are a key voting bloc in battleground 
Virginia, but one group fears its voice will be under-
represented on Election Day. 

Requests for absentee ballots from members of the armed 
services, their spouses and dependents could be down sharply 
from 2008, according to statistics from the Military Voter 
Protection Project, which is seeking to boost voter 
participation among troops. 

The blame for the anemic numbers rests with the Defense 
Department, which has been slow to enact reforms that make 
it easier to register, said Eric Eversole, founder and executive 
director of MVP. 

"I see a significant amount of foot-dragging," Eversole 
said Tuesday. 

The Pentagon takes "strong issue" with the MVP report, 
spokesman George Little said Tuesday, saying its figures are 
dated and doesn't take into account recent outreach efforts. 
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As of late August, 1,746 absentee ballot requests came 
from military families in Virginia, the group said. For all of 
2008, the number was 20,738. 

Eversole's group recently released an update that tracked a 
slightly different population: military members, their families 
and civilian overseas voters. There was still a shortfall. The 
current number of requests as of Sept. 22 from that group was 
nearly 13,000. That's a drop of 70 percent from 2008, when 
the number was 41,762. 

Although more requests are coming in every day, the gap 
between this year and 2008 is so wide in both groups that it 
raises serious concerns, Eversole said. 

"The number of absentee ballots being requested is 
shockingly low," he said. 

The group also released data that cited shortfalls 
compared to 2008 in Florida, Ohio, Colorado, Nevada and 
Illinois. 

A federal official countered Tuesday that government 
outreach efforts are better than ever, and warned against 
comparing figures from this political season with the 2008 
race, because the two campaigns are different. 

Pam Mitchell, acting director for the Federal Voter 
Assistance Program, said activity on the program's web site – 
which includes site visits and downloading of applications – is 
comparable to 2004. That was the last time an incumbent 
president faced off against a challenger. The 2008 race was 
different, she noted, because the nomination was wide open on 
both sides and therefore could have attracted more voter 
interest. 

Little, the Pentagon spokesman, cited another reason why 
a 2012 and 2008 comparison isn't valid. 

"They did a compare and contrast between this year and 
2008," Little said. "And it's important to remember that there -
- the number of deployed service members, especially in the 
war zones, has declined significantly. So just as an example, 
the Virginia National Guard, as I understand it, has all units 
home for the first time in 10 years. We have ended the war in 

Iraq. We have drawn down in Afghanistan. And it's not an 
apples-to-apples comparison." 

Another issue is whether the Defense Department has 
followed through on changes required by the 2009 Military 
and Overseas Voter Empowerment Act, or MOVE. One 
provision required a voter assistance office at every military 
installation – not necessarily a free-standing office, but a place 
where incoming soldiers, sailors, airmen and Marines could 
register to vote, change address or receive other assistance 
when they first arrived on base. 

Eversole said the department was slow to create the 
offices, and some offices were placed in out-of-the way 
locations. 

Mitchell said the government is now "fully compliant" 
with the MOVE Act, with 221 voter assistance offices at bases 
in the U.S. and around the world. 

Langley Air Force Base in Hampton has a voter 
assistance office at the Bateman Library, said 1st Lt. John 
Cooper, a base spokesman who is also the installation's voting 
assistance officer. Airman can come to the office by 
appointment, and there is a dedicated email box for questions 
and concerns. Perhaps most importantly, voting assistance is 
available at briefings for incoming airmen, he said. 

Information on voter assistance was not available from 
Fort Eustis in Newport News and Naval Station Norfolk. 

Meanwhile, Virginia officials have gotten into the act 
trying to promote military voter participation. 

Back on Sept. 15, state officials publicized National 
Military Voter Readiness Day, encouraging members of the 
armed forces to apply for absentee ballots well in advance of 
the deadline. 

In Virginia, requests to vote absentee by mail must be 
received by the State Board of Elections by close of business 
on Oct. 30, said board spokeswoman Nikki Sheridan. 

Those in the armed services and others who live overseas 
are advised to mail their requests well before that day. 

"I can't reiterate enough, the time is now," Sheridan said. 
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AVIATION: 
22. U.S., Lockheed Talks For More F-35s Move To Senior Level: Sources 
(REUTERS 02 OCT 12) ... Andrea Shalal-Esa 

WASHINGTON -- Talks between the Pentagon and 
Lockheed Martin Corp. about a fifth order of F-35 fighter 
planes have been elevated to a senior level as the two sides 
debate the last $100-million-plus dividing them, according to 
multiple sources familiar with the discussions. 

"We're not that far apart," said one of the sources, who 
was not authorized to speak publicly about the negotiations, 
which have been underway for 10 months. "We should be able 
to close this. It's not intractable." 

The comments suggest the two sides are moving closer to 
a contract agreement just two weeks after a key Pentagon 
official said the relationship between the U.S. government and 
the company were the worst he'd ever seen. 

Lockheed and the Pentagon both declined comment on 
the negotiations, saying only that discussions were still under 
way. Both sides had hoped to reach agreement on a contract 
long before now, paving the way to begin negotiations on the 
next contract -- which links the sixth and seventh orders. 

They are under pressure to clinch a deal and "obligate" 
the funds for the fifth batch of planes since unobligated funds 
are vulnerable to additional budget cuts due to start taking 
effect in January. 

Lockheed is already building the fifth batch of planes 
under a contract that provided some preliminary funds, but it 
needs to finalize the contracts to finish the job. It also recently 
started building the first of the jets in the seventh order, using 
preliminary funds awarded for long-lead purchases of 
materials included in an earlier contract. 

Senior Pentagon and Lockheed officials are always 
briefed on contract negotiations, but now the discussions are 
being held mainly at that more senior level, the sources said. 

One of the key players in the talks is Navy acquisition 
chief Sean Stackley, whom industry executives see as a tough, 
but fair negotiator, who is also known for his decisiveness. 

Stackley is due to take over as the senior acquisition 
executive on the program later this year, relieving Air Force 



 26

Secretary Michael Donley. The switch will happen when Navy 
Vice Admiral David Venlet retires as program manager and 
hands the reins to Air Force Major General Christopher 
Bogdan, who took over as deputy F-35 program manager in 
August. 

Control of the multinational, multi-service program 
toggles between Navy and Air Force leaders. If a Navy official 
is serving as program manager, then an Air Force official 
holds the top acquisition post, and vice versa. 

Bogdan made headlines in September at the annual Air 
Force Association conference when he said relations between 
Lockheed and the U.S. government were the "worst I've ever 
seen." 

He criticized Lockheed's performance on the $396 billion 
F-35 Joint Strike Fighter, but also took aim at the Pentagon's 
own handling of the program. Last week the Pentagon moved 
to open the operations and maintenance of the new fighter to 
competition from other companies. 

Deputy Defense Secretary Ashton Carter quickly 
endorsed Bogdan's remarks, but Defense Secretary Leon 
Panetta last week assured reporters that the two sides were not 
at a dead end and said he was confident they would ultimately 
reach a deal. 

When Bogdan spoke in September he acknowledged that 
he was new to the job and had not yet visited Lockheed's Fort 
Worth, Texas, plant or met some of the top corporate 
executives. 

Bogdan had his first trip to the Lockheed plant last 
Thursday when he accompanied the Navy's Stackley for a 

regular set of briefings and meetings on various aspects of the 
program. 

The all-day meetings included Larry Lawson, executive 
vice president in charge of Lockheed's aeronautics division, 
and Orlando Carvalho, F-35 executive vice president. 

The talks were not directly related to the separate contract 
negotiations, or a simultaneous visit to the plant by a team of 
South Korean pilots evaluating Lockheed's bid to build 60 
fighter jets for Seoul, the sources said. 

Negotiations over the fifth batch of low-rate production 
planes have dragged on for much longer than expected, with 
the government pressing Lockheed for far more information 
on its cost structures than ever before. 

Lockheed Chief Executive Robert Stevens told investors 
earlier this year that the company had been asked to provide 
thousands of pages of additional information beyond what the 
already extensive bid it submitted. 

Pentagon officials argue that Lockheed was late in 
providing some of that data, and has held out on providing the 
level of detail government officials require. 

Most of the issues have been resolved, but the two sides 
are still at odds over a little more than $100 million in costs. 

Under pressure from government negotiators and 
shareholders, Lockheed last year reluctantly accepted terms it 
considered too ambitious for the fourth batch of jets, but it is 
resisting such terms this time around, worried that the 
government cost goals simply cannot be achieved and it will 
be left with a deficit. 
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23. Eglin F-35 Wing Starts KC-130J Refueling Training 
(AVIATION WEEK 03 OCT 12) ... Amy Butler 

Two U.S. Marine Corps F-35B pilots executed the first 
two aerial refuelings for the stealthy aircraft from the service’s 
KC-130J during an Oct. 2 mission. 

During the flight, an instructor pilot, Maj. Ty Bachman, 
and student, Maj. Paul Holst, each connected with the KC-
130J and took on fuel, a first for the 33rd Fighter Wing, which 
handles F-35 pilot training at Eglin AFB, Fla. The aircraft 
took on only about 2,000 lb. of fuel at a speed of about 230 kt. 
and altitude of 15,000 ft., Holst tells Aviation Week. 

Holst is the first non-instructor pilot to perform this task 
in the F-35B, which is designed for short-takeoff-and-vertical-
landing operations from small-deck Marine Corps amphibious 

ships. Four more student pilots are on the schedule for a KC-
130J refueling on Oct. 2, Holst says. 

Holst flew an F-35B with the basic, Block IA software, 
while Bachman used an aircraft with the improved Block IB 
software. The KC-130J flew in from Marine Corps Air Station 
Cherry Point, N.C. Lockheed Martin manufactures both the F-
35B and the KC-130J. 

Twelve F-35B pilots are in training at Eglin now; the 
Marine Corps plans to stand up its first squadron in Yuma, 
Ariz., in November. Italy and the U.K. are also expected to 
buy the F-35B. 
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24. Navy's P-8 Sub Hunter Bets On High Altitude, High Tech; Barf Bags Optional 
(AOL DEFENSE 02 OCT 12) ... Sydney J. Freedberg Jr. 

The Navy's jet-powered P-8 Poseidon patrol plane boasts 
plenty of advances over the P-3 Orion turboprops it will 
replace, but for the sensor operators the favorite feature will be 
very basic: They won't throw up as much. 

The P-3's notoriously rough ride at low altitudes and the 
gunpowder-like stench from the launch tube shooting sonar 
buoys out the back meant that, "typically, every mission or 
two you'd have somebody get sick [and] start throwing up into 
their air sickness bag," said Navy Captain Aaron Rondeau, a 
P-3 veteran who now runs the P-8 program. "We haven't seen 
that much with the P-8." 

With its more modern and less rigid wing, "it's a much 
smoother ride than the P-3," Rondeau explained, and the 
buoys are now launched by compressed air, without the old 
system's stink. And that just means, he said, that "If your 
aircrews aren't sticking their heads in barf bags, they can do 
their missions better." 

Not everyone really cares whether the operators barf in 
the back and believe in the P-8's higher-altitude approach. "I 
don't think it will work as well," noted naval expert Norman 
Polmar said bluntly. "It's rather controversial." 

In particular, after some waffling back and forth, the 
Navy decided to leave off a sensor called the Magnetic 
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Anomaly Detector (MAD), which can detect the metal hulls of 
submarines -- if the plane flies low enough. MAD was crucial 
to the P-3's traditional low-altitude tactics. Significantly, the 
P-8 variant that Boeing is building for the Indian Navy will 
still have it; only the U.S. Navy P-8 will not. Both Rondeau 
and Boeing argue that the P-8 can more than compensate with 
more sophisticated sensors and by using its superior 
computing power to interpret their data. 

So with the P-8, the Navy is not just replacing a sixties-
vintage propeller plane with a more modern jet, derived from 
the widely used Boeing 737. It's also betting on new 
technology to enable a high-altitude approach to both long-
range reconnaissance and hunting hostile submarines. 

Traditional "maritime patrol aircraft" like the P-3 spend 
part of their time at high altitude but regularly swoop down, 
sometimes as low as 200 feet above the waves, to drop sonar 
buoys, scan for subs with the magnetic anomaly detector, 
launch torpedoes, and simply eyeball unidentified vessels on 
the surface. But jets like the P-8 are significantly less fuel-
efficient at low altitudes than turboprops like the P-3. 

"There's a misconception," said Rondeau. "Some people 
think that that means P-8 can't do low-altitude anti-submarine 
warfare [ASW]. We can, and it's very effective down low, 
[but] we will eventually get to the point where we stay at 
higher altitudes." 

For some of the new sub-hunting technologies, Rondeau 
argued, going higher actually gives you a better look. Today, 
for example, one key tool is a kind of air-dropped buoy that 
hits the water and then explodes, sending out a powerful pulse 
of sound that travels a long way through the water and reflects 
off the hulls of submarines, creating sonar signals that other, 
listening-device buoys then pick up. (The technical name is 
Improved Extended Echo Ranging, or IEER). Obviously, an 
explosive buoy can only be used once, and the sonar signal its 
detonation generates is not precisely calibrated. So the Navy is 
developing a new kind of buoy called MAC (Multistatic 

Active Coherent), which generates sound electronically, 
allowing it to emit multiple, precise pulses before its battery 
runs down. 

"It will last longer and you're able to do more things with 
it," Rondeau said. And because a field of MAC buoys can 
cover a wider search area, he said, "we need to stay up high... 
to be able to receive data from all these buoys and control all 
these buoys at the same time." 

An early version of MAC will go on P-3s next year and 
on P-8s in 2014, but only the P-8 will get the fully featured 
version, as part of a suite of upgrades scheduled for 2017. The 
Navy is deliberately going slow with the new technology. 
Early P-8s will feature systems already proven on the P-3 fleet 
and will then be upgraded incrementally. The P-8 airframe 
itself is simply a militarized Boeing 737, with a modified 
wing, fewer windows, a bomb-bay, weapons racks on the 
wings, and a beefed-up structure. 

This low-risk approach earned rare words of praise from 
the Government Accountability Office, normally quick to 
criticize Pentagon programs for technological overreach. "The 
P-8A," GAO wrote, "entered production in August 2010 with 
mature technologies, a stable design, and proven production 
processes." (There have been issues with counterfeit parts 
from China, however). 

"We had to have this airplane on time," Rondeau said: 
The P-3s were getting so old, and their hulls are so badly 
metal-fatigued, that they were all too often grounded for 
repairs. 

So far, Boeing has delivered three P-8As to the training 
squadron in Jacksonville, Florida. They were preceeded by 
eight test aircraft, some of which have just returned from an 
anti-submarine exerise out of Guam. The first operational 
deployment will come in December 2013, to an unspecified 
location in the Western Pacific. There the Navy will get to test 
its new sub-seeking techniques against the growing and 
increasingly effective Chinese underwater force. 
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SUBMARINES: 
25. Courtney Says USS Miami Hull Appears Sound 
(NEW LONDON DAY 02 OCT 12) ... Jennifer McDermott 

After touring the burned USS Miami, Congressman Joe 
Courtney said it doesn’t appear as though the hull was 
compromised in the fire. 

The submarine’s hull is dotted with marks, inches apart, 
where testers pressed a device that measures sound waves to 
check the integrity, Courtney said Tuesday. The intense heat 
from the May 23 fire could have changed the circularity and 
metallurgical makeup, which could have affected plans to 
repair the submarine or made the endeavor much more costly. 

The Navy has said it expects the repairs will be done by 
April 2015 and will cost about $450 million. 

“That’s why the repair estimate looks solid. They are not 
going to have to do anything major to the steel in the hull,” 
Courtney, D-2nd District, said in a telephone interview after 
the tour. “They’ll re-insulate it, re-cable it and re-hang the 
fixtures that melted.” 

The Miami (SSN 755) was in a dry dock at the 
Portsmouth Naval Shipyard in Kittery, Maine, for 
maintenance and upgrades when it caught fire May 23 and 

burned until the next day. The shipyard worker accused of 
setting the fire has been charged with arson. 

The Navy awarded a $94 million planning contract to 
Electric Boat, teamed with Huntington Ingalls Industries, to 
support the engineering that will guide the repairs and to 
purchase parts, such as piping and electrical cabling, for the 
Groton-based submarine. It includes an option worth an 
additional $6 million. 

“There’s no wavering as far as the plan to go ahead and 
do this,” Courtney said. 

Tuesday was the first time since the fire that Courtney had 
toured the submarine. He met with Capt. Bryant Fuller, 
commander of the shipyard. 

“They’ve made great progress in terms of cleaning the 
place up and it’s down to just the real skeleton on the inside,” 
he said, adding later, “The folks from EB will start coming up 
in the spring to start the reconstruction.” 

Courtney said the repair contract also is expected to go to 
EB, but the Maine shipyard and Huntington Ingalls also would 
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be involved. Because the Miami is staying in Maine, the USS 
Providence, which was scheduled to be repaired at the 

shipyard, will now go to EB. Courtney said it would take too 
much time and money to tow the Miami to Connecticut. 
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SURFACE FLEET: 
26. Ship Named In Honor Of Fallen Navy Seal 
The Warship is a guided missile destroyer named for the local hero from Long Island 
(WNBC NEW YORK 02 OCT 12) ... Erika Tarantal 

The family of Lt. Michael Murphy, a Navy Seal killed in 
Afghanistan seven years ago, got an emotional look Tuesday 
at the USS Michael Murphy. 

The Warship is a guided missile destroyer named for the 
local hero from Long Island, who was ambushed while 
leading a team of Navy Seals in Afghanistan in 2005. Murphy 
gave his life trying to save others and was awarded the medal 
of honor. 

Murphy's family, along with members of the Navy, 
gathered at Calverton National Cemetery to attend a memorial 
service at his grave. Murphy’s final resting place is not far 
from his childhood home in Patchogue. 

"God bless you all and thank you for not forgetting my 
Mike," said Murphy’s mother Maureen Murphy. 

Tom Shultz, commander of the USS Michael Murphy, 
spoke of the the sacrifice Murphy and his teammates made. 

“We look at that to inspire us to do the best that we can," 
Shultz said. 

The destroyer, which will be based in Hawaii, is ready to 
be commissioned into service. It will remain in New York 
through next Monday at pier 88, where it will be open to the 
public. 

"We have the USS Michael Murphy with Michael's name 
in huge letters on the back of a ship, it's overwhelming,” said 
Murphy’s father Dan Murphy. “On the other hand it's 
something where, I'd give it all up to have Michael back." 
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CONGRESS / BUDGET: 
27. McCain Threatens To Block Contractor Payments From Pentagon 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 03 OCT 12) ... Tony Capaccio 

The top Republican on the Senate Armed Services 
Committee said today he would move to block Pentagon 
payments to defense contractors facing layoff-related expenses 
from automatic budget cuts set to begin in January. 

Senator John McCain of Arizona faulted guidance from 
the Office of Management and Budget last week saying the 
government would cover legal and compensation costs of 
contractors facing spending cuts and held liable for not giving 
enough notice of layoffs. He accused President Barack Obama 
of “telling contractors to ignore the law” so that layoff notices 
wouldn’t be delivered before the Nov. 6 election. 

“Companies have a choice whether to rely on OMB’s 
politically-motivated guidance or to comply with the law,” 
McCain said in an e-mailed statement. “But I can assure them 
that I will do everything in my power to ensure that taxpayer 
dollars are not used to compensate contractors who do not 
comply with the law.” 

The automatic spending cuts, known as sequestration, 
would take effect Jan. 2 if U.S. lawmakers and Obama fail to 
agree on a long-term plan to reduce federal deficits. Military 
spending would be reduced by as much as $500 billion over 
the next decade, including as much as $54.7 billion in fiscal 
2013. 

Defense contractors, led by Lockheed Martin Corp., have 
said they might be compelled to warn thousands of workers 
their jobs might disappear. Under the 1988 Worker 
Adjustment and Retraining Notification Act, most employers 

with 100 or more workers must give 60 days’ notice of plant 
closings or “mass layoffs” --cutbacks affecting 500 or more 
workers, or at least 33 percent of the workforce for companies 
with fewer than 500 employees. 

No Warnings 
The OMB said government contractors shouldn’t issue 

blanket 60-day notices to workers who might lose their jobs, 
citing “uncertainty about whether sequestration will occur.” 
The White House budget office instructed agencies to cover 
liabilities incurred by contractors for failing to comply with 
WARN Act requirements. 

The OMB’s guidance “ensures that, if contract actions 
due to sequestration were to occur, our employees would be 
provided the protection of the WARN Act and that the costs of 
this protection would be allowable and recoverable,” 
Bethesda, Maryland-based Lockheed said in an Oct. 1 
statement announcing it would not issue layoff advisories. 

McCain said today he was requesting that the Defense 
Department notify Congress of all costs associated with 
sequester-related layoffs at least 30 days in advance of 
reimbursing contractors for those costs. 

“Furthermore, I have advised the Secretary that I intend to 
deny any transfer of funds among defense accounts to pay for 
these costs,” McCain said in the statement. It’s not clear how 
McCain would block any transfers if the Senate remains in 
Democratic hands after next month’s election. 
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SINKEX: 
28. Environmentalists Aim To Stop Navy's 'Target Practice' 
(NEWPORT NEWS DAILY PRESS 03 OCT 12) ... Tamara Dietrich 

Concerns about sinking old PCB-contaminated warships 
to build artificial reefs led to two federal policy changes this 
year that essentially scuttled the program. 

A pair of mothballed vessels from the dwindling James 
River ghost fleet were reefed this way in the last few years 
before the U.S. Maritime Administration, or MARAD, 
announced it would no longer consider using vessels built 
before 1985 or those within 24 months of "more expeditious" 
disposal. 

But environmentalists are in court to stop the U.S. Navy 
from using aging warships as targets during sinking exercises, 
or SINKEX, over similar concerns about cancer-causing 
polychlorinated biphenyls leaching into the sea. 

"It is odd, moving to this new MARAD policy where they 
say, 'We're not going to risk any ships that could potentially 
have PCBs," said Colby Self of the Seattle-based Basel Action 
Network (BAN). "And on the other hand sinking Navy ships 
as target practice." 

MARAD has authority over the Navy's three reserve 
fleets in Hampton Roads, Texas and California. It has no 
authority over SINKEX. 

BAN and Sierra Club are suing the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency to try to force stricter environmental 
standards for SINKEX ships. The suit was filed last year in 
U.S. District Court in San Francisco. 

According to the Navy, sinking exercises enhance fleet 
readiness by "providing environmentally clean target ships for 
at-sea live-fire exercises." 

"Fleet sink exercises are conducted in compliance with 
the Marine Protection, Research and Sanctuaries Act 
(MPRSA)," according to a document provided by Lt. 
Commander Paul Macapagal, a Navy spokesman at the 
Pentagon. "Each ship provided is put through a rigorous 
cleaning process … which includes the removal of all PCB 
transformers and large capacitors, all small capacitors to the 
greatest extent practical, trash, floatable materials, mercury or 
fluorocarbon containing materials, and readily detachable 
solid PCB items." 

Since 1999, 118 ships have been sunk as part of SINKEX, 
said Chris Johnson, spokesman at Naval Sea Systems 
Command in Washington. 

In 2005, the 40-year-old aircraft carrier USS America — 
built in Newport News — was sunk in a SINKEX exercise 
about 300 nautical miles southeast of Hampton Roads. 

This year, four ships were sunk — three off Hawaii in 
July, and one off Guam last month. No more are planned for 
2012, Johnson said. 

The Navy has long said it prepares all vessels used in 
SINKEX in strict compliance with EPA regulations. 

The problem with that, environmentalist argue, is that in 
1999 the Navy was granted a general permit from the EPA 
exempting it from the strictest federal standards governing 
ocean dumping under MPRSA. 

"They are 'cleaned," said Self, "but when you look at the 
requirements of the cleaning, it's not sufficient. They're not 
removing anything that's not 'readily detachable.' No scraping, 
no use of machinery, no removal of machinery. They are not 
going to open up bulkheads to get at asbestos." 

SINKEX ships remediated under current standards "may 
still contain many hundreds of pounds of PCBs," the lawsuit 
notes. 

The carcinogenic nature of PCBs has been known for 
decades. In 1976, Congress passed the Toxic Substances 
Control Act, which required rapidly phasing out the 
manufacture, processing and use of PCBs, with limited 
exceptions. 

The EPA has strict rules for the domestic disposal of 
PCBs, including requiring an EPA-approved incinerator, 
chemical waste landfill or other such methods. The agency 
also banned most import and export of PCBs, and enacted 
extensive rules governing decontamination. 

Warships whose keels were laid before 1985 often contain 
"substantial volumes of PCBs," the lawsuit notes. 

This is why an old military vessel slated to become an 
artificial reef must first undergo a stripping and cleaning 
process that can extend for years and cost a fortune. It took 13 
years of red tape, millions of dollars and stem-to-stern 
stripping, for instance, before the USS General Hoyt S. 
Vandenberg, once part of the James River Reserve Fleet, 
could be sunk off Key West, Fla., in 2007, reef supporters 
said. 

In fact, MARAD torpedoed its artificial reefing program 
in part because of the "lengthy approval, sampling, testing and 
remediation process" required to render old ships safe for 
reefing, according to an internal agency memo earlier this 
year. 

Even then, such ships might not be safe enough. 
The decommissioned aircraft carrier USS Oriskany was 

remediated and reefed off Pensacola in 2006. But site 
monitoring by the EPA and the Florida Fish and Wildlife 
Conservation Commission found total PCB concentrations in 
fish samples around the reef jumped by more than 1,000 
percent, said Self. 

According to the Navy, SINKEX ships are sunk in far 
deeper, more remote waters than coastal artificial reefs. Each 
hull must be sunk in at least 6,000 feet of water at least 50 
nautical miles from land. The Navy conducts surveys of the 
area beforehand to ensure no humans or marine mammals are 
harmed. 

Environmentalist are not assuaged. 
"There are no unimportant ecosystems," said Amanda 

Goodwin of San Francisco-based Earthjustice and lead 
attorney in the lawsuit. "Just because it's an ecosystem that's at 
a greater depth doesn't mean we should contaminate it." 
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INFRASTRUCTURE / INSTALLATIONS: 
29. MRI Upgrades Unveiled At SD Naval Hospital 
Expansion to cut wait times, improve care for combat wounded 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 02 OCT 12) ... Gretel C. Kovach 

A major expansion of diagnostic imaging services 
unveiled Wednesday at Naval Medical Center San Diego is 
expected to cut wait times and improve patient care, 
particularly for combat wounded service members with 
traumatic brain injury, medical center staff said. 

The Balboa Park facility renovated and expanded its 
radiology area to accommodate a 4,000-square-foot MRI 
Center. The $15 million center includes high-powered Philips 
Ingenia 3T Omega scanners replacing two older low-powered 
models. 

The expansion is “the most aggressive, single largest 
radiology capital equipment project in the history of the 
hospital,” Navy Medicine West announced. 

The new MRI Center will provide service members with 
the most advanced 3D image rendering available, for faster 
and better quality scans throughout the body and more 
accurate diagnoses of disease and injury. 

With four high-powered scanners operating 24 hours a 
day, 7 days a week, wait times for MRI scans now averaging 
one month are expected to be cut significantly, medical center 
staff said. 

Before the new center opened in the main radiology area, 
the medical center performed about 1,400 scans a month on 
three MRI scanners. Now most patients will no longer have to 
navigate through the loading docks in the back of the hospital 
to access MRI services. 
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COMMENTARY: 
30. South Korea: Asia’s Other Rising Naval Power 
(THE DIPLOMAT 02 OCT 12) ... Dr. Robert Farley 

With the world’s attention focused on a potential 
confrontation between China and Japan in the East China Sea, 
a third player has built what may be the most powerful ship-
for-ship fleet in Northeast Asia. Over the past fifteen years, 
the Republic of Korea Navy (ROKN) has expanded 
dramatically, acquiring a substantial fleet of modern, powerful 
warships. While the ROKN continues to prepare for the 
contingency of conflict with North Korea, it has become a 
force capable of significant foreign deployment. If Seoul 
maintains its commitment to the Navy, the ROKN could 
become one of the world’s premier middle power navies. 

Since 1953, North Korea has posed the central strategic 
problem for the ROKN. The sinking of the Cheonan and the 
DPRK’s bombardment of offshore islands in 2010 served as 
harsh reminders of the maritime aspects of the North Korea 
dilemma. New designs (especially frigates) suggest a renewed 
emphasis on anti-submarine warfare. However, many of the 
capabilities of South Korea’s new warships seem geared 
towards global contingencies, rather than being designed to 
meet specific North Korean threats. 

The Aegis equipped Sejong the Great (KD-III) class 
destroyers, for example, compare favorably with American, 
Japanese, and Chinese designs, carrying more missiles in VLS 
cells than their foreign counterparts. Although quite capable of 
engaging North Korea in a strike, air defense, or missile 
defense capacity, the three ships of the class represent a much 
more substantial commitment to surface warfare than the 
threat of the DPRK demands. 

Similary, the Dokdo class amphibious warships suggest a 
maritime focus extending well beyond the Korean Peninsula. 
Like many amphibious warships, the 18,000 ton Dokdo 
strongly resembles a small aircraft carrier. As British and 
French operations in Libya last year demonstrated, 
amphibious warships can become strike vessels through the 
addition of attack helicopters. Although South Korea does not 
currently participate in the F-35B project, the prospect of 
flying the STOVL fifth generation fighter from Dokdo (or 

potentially from Dokdo’s successors) undoubtedly appeals to 
some South Korean defense planners. However, even if the 
tremendous expense of acquiring and operating such fighters 
proves daunting, the light carriers could someday employ 
Unmanned Aerial Vehicles (UAVs) optimized for strike and 
reconnaissance roles. In any case, the Dokdos give South 
Korea a plausible expeditionary capability. 

South Korea’s robust shipbuilding industry (the world’s 
largest) helps support and underwrite the ROKN’s expansion 
and modernization. Four Dokdos and six KD-IIIs are planned, 
although actual construction may not match these numbers. If 
it does, however, this would represent one of the most potent 
naval warfare squadrons in the world, potentially capable of 
conducting many different missions in the region. The KD-IIIs 
and Dokdos are supported by a force of nine modern large 
frigates (designated destroyers), all displacing from 3500-6000 
tons and specialized for surface and sub-surface warfare. 
Another fifteen 3000 ton frigates are in the ROKN’s plans. 

Much like the PLAN, the ROKN has taken advantage of 
every opportunity to develop experience with distant, long-
term deployments. South Korea is a regular participant at 
RIMPAC, as well as other significant multilateral exercises. 
Also like the PLAN and the Japan Maritime Self-Defense 
Force (JMSDF), the ROKN has maintained a continuous 
presence in support of CTF 151’s anti-piracy operations off 
the coast of Somalia. 

All of this suggests that the ROKN is built for exigencies 
well beyond war on the Peninsula. Naval vessels of the sort 
operated by South Korea (small carriers and the modern-day 
equivalent of battleships) carry a high prestige value. This 
signals to both domestic and international audiences that Seoul 
is to be taken seriously on the international stage. However, 
the fleet also represents a hedge against the possibility that 
South Korean relations with its larger neighbors may 
deteriorate. The capabilities the ROKN is currently pursuing 
could operate abroad in expeditionary and humanitarian relief 
operations, or could help protect South Korea’s maritime 
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lifelines. In any case, the tendency to focus exclusively on the 
navies of China and Japan misses out on one of the most 
important new players in the Northeast Asian maritime scene. 

Dr. Robert Farley is an Assistant Professor at the 
Patterson School of Diplomacy and International Commerce 
at the University of Kentucky. 
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31. Top 5 Reasons Not To Ballyhoo China’s Carrier 
(THE DIPLOMAT 02 OCT 12) ... James R. Holmes 

Last week Captain Zhang Zheng, the photogenic 
commanding officer of the PLA Navy’s first aircraft carrier, 
gave a remarkably frank interview in which he confessed that 
the PLA Navy has a long way to go before it operates carrier 
task forces proficiently. I agree. 

I intend no slight; it takes time and trial-and-error to 
master an entirely new platform. But the hype that greeted the 
ship’s commissioning was decidedly premature. Now 
christened Liaoning, China’s flattop does not begin to 
approach the size or capability of U.S. Navy nuclear-powered 
carriers. Nor can its crew match the skill and experience of 
U.S. CVN crews. Herewith, my list of the Top 5 reasons why 
the Liaoning is outclassed by its American counterparts: 

5. No air wing. At first blush this seems like the main 
hurdle to an effective carrier task force. The air wing 
constitutes a carrier’s “main battery,” or offensive punch, not 
to mention a major element of the fleet’s defense against 
aerial, surface, or subsurface attack. But the PLA Navy now 
possesses a working flattop and, apparently, combat aircraft 
capable of operating from its flight deck. The rest is a matter 
of doctrinal development and sheer practice for aircrews. 
These are soluble problems given ample time, resolve, and 
patience. Indeed, training will be the Liaoning’s chief function 
for the foreseeable future. 

4. Size. The Liaoning displaces about two-thirds the 
tonnage of an American CVN. Its air wing is commensurately 
smaller. Built by the Soviet Union, it was designed to 
accommodate 28 fighter/attack aircraft, a fraction of the U.S. 
complement. A one-on-one shootout between the Liaoning 
and a U.S. flattop, then, would be no contest. 

3. Non-nuclear propulsion. Naval nuclear propulsion 
isn’t everything, but it does comprise a commanding 
advantage. U.S. CVNs are swifter, boast virtually unlimited 
cruising range, and steam for years without refueling. They do 
need to take on jet fuel every few days to conduct regular 

flight operations; their aircraft aren’t nuclear-powered. Still, 
reducing the logistical burden translates into greater tactical 
and operational flexibility for commanders. 

2. Escorts and combat logistics. Carriers steam in 
company with a coterie of escorts and support vessels. The 
PLA Navy, however, has not yet filled out the remainder of a 
carrier task force. The navy’s newest guided-missile 
destroyers appear adequate for air-defense purposes, but anti-
submarine warfare remains a puzzling shortfall—particularly 
since China’s likely adversaries, the United States and Japan, 
excel at undersea operations. Combat logistics—oilers, 
ammunition ships, refrigerated stores ships—remains another 
glaring shortcoming for the PLA Navy. These unglamorous 
but crucial vessels can replenish men-of-war, allowing them to 
stay at sea for long intervals without returning to port. Chinese 
task forces will remain vulnerable and tethered to shore 
logistical support until shipbuilders plug these gaps in the 
inventory. 

1. Human excellence. As Theodore Roosevelt observed 
in his history of The Naval War of 1812, it takes the finest 
ships and the finest crews to make up a fleet capable of vying 
for maritime command. The finest weapon is no better than its 
wielder. Until the Liaoning ship’s company and air wing start 
operating regularly at sea, they are unlikely to develop the 
skills, habits, and esprit de corps necessary to contend with 
rivals like the U.S. Navy or Japan Maritime Self-Defense 
Force. This may not matter that much for the foreseeable 
future, since the PLA Navy fleet will probably operate mainly 
within reach of extended-range shore fire support. But once 
the navy ventures beyond that protective aegis—and should 
competitors find ways to blunt the PLA’s anti-access 
weaponry—the human factor promises to become critical 
indeed. 

James R. Holmes is an associate professor of strategy at 
the U.S. Naval War College. 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Fanfare For Frigate And Its Helicopter Drones Returning To Jacksonville 
Ship hunted pirates, participated in NATO Libya operations with new drone helicopters. 
(FLORIDA TIMES-UNION 04 AUG 11) ... Jeff Brumley 

The usual fanfare welcomed the USS Halyburton home from its unusual deployment to dangerous waters Wednesday, including a 
jubilant crowd eager to greet its 200-plus sailors and see the two cutting-edge helicopter drones sitting on its stern. 

 
2. USS Halyburton Homecoming At Mayport 
(FIRST COAST NEWS 03 AUG 11) 

NAVAL STATION MAYPORT, Fla. -- During their seven months at sea, the sailors aboard the Mayport-based USS Halyburton 
not only battle-tested a new unmanned drone, but also helped rescue hostages taken by pirates. 

 
3. The Hardest Part Is Accepting They Can’t Fix Afghanistan 
Days at the combat hospital are filled with treating the wounded and mourning the dead. In their few quiet 
moments, the staff seek solace and distraction. 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 04 AUG 11) ... Corinne Reilly 

KANDAHAR, AFGHANISTAN - Lt. Cmdr. Tom Shu steps through the trauma department doors and looks up at the clear night 
sky. 

 
4. Navy Surgeon General Warns Of Health Effects Of Spice 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 03 AUG 11) ... Shoshona Pilip-Florea, U.S. Navy Bureau of Medicine and Surgery Public Affairs 

WASHINGTON -- The Navy Surgeon General cautioned his commanding officers, medical providers and personnel on the 
negative health effects and legal consequences of using synthetic marijuana like Spice and other designer drugs in a message sent to 
all of Navy Medicine Aug. 2. 

 

CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
5. Sailors From Japanese Navy Take In Norfolk 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 04 AUG 11) ... Kate Wiltrout 

NORFOLK - Head toward this warship docked behind Nauticus and you might think you're approaching a U.S. vessel. 
 

6. USS Bainbridge Returning From Counter-Piracy Mission 
(WVEC ABC NORFOLK 03 AUG 11) 

NORFOLK -- Hundreds of sailors are coming home to Norfolk on Friday. 
 

7. USS Germantown Arrives In Brisbane For Port Visit 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 03 AUG 11) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Johnie Hickmon, Commander, Amphibious 
Squadron 11 Public Affairs 

BRISBANE, Australia -- The forward-deployed amphibious dock landing ship USS Germantown (LSD 42) and embarked 
Marines with the 31st Marine Expeditionary Unit (MEU) arrived in Brisbane, Australia for a port visit, Aug 3. 

 
8. Afghan Police: The World's Most Dangerous Job? 
(CBS NEWS 03 AUG 11) ... Seth Doane 

If Afghanistan has any hope of becoming a truly stable nation, it's going to need a top-notch police force. For the better part of a 
decade, the U.S. military has been training afghan officers. This year alone, American taxpayers will spend nearly a billion dollars on 
the program. 
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9. Navy Commemorates 2,000th Tomahawk Shot 
(SOUTHERN MARYLAND NEWS 03 AUG 11) 

The Navy is scheduled to hold a commemorative ceremony aboard the guided missile destroyer USS Barry (DDG 52) for the 
2,000th Tomahawk cruise missile combat launch Aug. 5 at Naval Station Norfolk, Va. 

 

GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
10. China Calls Japan’s Comments On China’s Increasing Naval Activity Irresponsible 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 03 AUG 11) 

BEIJING — China has expressed its “strong dissatisfaction” at Japan’s comments that it was concerned with China’s increasing 
naval activity in waters near its shores and was taking measures to bolster its coastal defense. 

 
11. Vietnam To Get Sub Fleet In Six Years 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 04 AUG 11) 

HANOI: Vietnam will have a submarine fleet within six years, the defence minister confirmed in reports on Thursday, as China's 
increasing maritime assertiveness causes regional concern. 

 
12. Maritime Drones Make Waves Among Navies Worldwide 
(STARS AND STRIPES 03 AUG 11) ... Seth Robson 

TOKYO — A race is heating up among the world’s navies to build fleets of crewless boats capable of missions on and under the 
water, according to maritime experts. 

 
13. Russia's MiG Starts On New Batch Of Carrier Fighters For Indian Navy 
(RIA NOVOSTI 03 AUG 11) 

MOSCOW - Russia's MiG aircraft corporation has launched production of a new batch of MiG29K/KUB carrier fighters for the 
Indian Navy, a MiG spokesman said on Wednesday. 

 
14. Libyan Missile Misses Italian Warship 
(CNN 04 AUG 11) ... Ivan Watson and Lisa Borghese 

Tripoli, Libya -- Libyan government forces fired a missile at an Italian warship in the Mediterranean Sea on Wednesday in a rare 
attack on the NATO fleet offshore, a government spokesman said. 

 
15. Troubled Waters Between Lebanon And Israel 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 03 AUG 11) 

BEIRUT: A dispute between Lebanon and Israel over their maritime boundary has heated up and sparked fears of conflict as both 
countries move to assert sovereignty over an area potentially rich in gas. 

 
16. Argentina Developing Nuclear-Powered Submarine 
Argentina has announced it is developing a nuclear-powered submarine, leading to fresh warnings that 
Britain would face an "insurmountable" task if the country invaded the Falkland Islands again. 
(THE TELEGRAPH (UK) 03 AUG 11) ... Robin Yapp 

Arturo Puricelli, the country's defence minister, said the project was requested by President Cristina Kirchner and said her 
presidency would be "recalled by history as the beginning of a great time for Argentina." 

 

PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
17. Naval Academy Hopes To Meet Math And Science Goal 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 03 AUG 11) ... Brian Witte 

ANNAPOLIS, Md. — The U.S. Naval Academy is narrowly on track to meet a directive to graduate 65 percent of its officers in 
the class of 2013 with degrees in science, technology, engineering or math, the school’s academic dean and provost said Wednesday. 

 
18. With Deficit-Reduction Law Signed, Obama To Focus On Creating Jobs 
(KUWAIT NEWS AGENCY 03 AUG 11) 

WASHINGTON -- Having signed the US debt-reduction package into law, President Barack Obama will be on the road more to 
focus on the issues of growing the economy and creating jobs, White House press secretary Jay Carney said on Tuesday. 
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19. Under Debt Deal, Military Pay, Veterans Programs In Play For Cuts 
(GOBERNMENT EXECUTIVE 03 AUG 11) ... Bob Brewin 

Military pay raises, funding for veterans health care and the Post-9/11 GI Bill could be sacrificed to new fiscal realities as the 
result of the deal signed by President Obama on Tuesday to raise the federal debt ceiling, according to the Military Officers 
Association and veterans groups. The law requires the federal budget be cut $2.1 trillion over 10 years. 

 
20. Disabled Americans, Wounded Warriors Key in Reducing FLC Backlog 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 03 AUG 11) ... Candice Villarreal, NAVSUP Fleet Logistics Center San Diego 

SAN DIEGO -- NAVSUP Fleet Logistics Center (NAVSUP FLC) San Diego announced Aug. 1 that eight disabled Americans 
have found full-time employment through an ongoing task order for contract management support (CMS) services between the 
command and National Industries for the Blind (NIB). 

 
21. Iraq War Crime Cases Linger For Two Camp Pendleton Marines 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 04 AUG 11) ... Gretel C. Kovach 

The war in Iraq has entered its twilight phase as the last U.S. troops prepare to head home, but legal battles for two Camp 
Pendleton Marines implicated in prominent war crimes cases are dragging on. 

 

FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE//PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
22. Pentagon Halts Flight Operations Of Lockheed Martin F-35s 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 03 AUG 11) ... David Lerman 

The Pentagon today suspended ground and flight operations of Lockheed Martin Corp. (LMT)’s F-35 Joint Strike Fighter 
following a power failure on a plane at Edwards Air Force Base, California. 

 
23. Unmanned 'River Drones' Could Be Used For IED Detection, Port Security 
(STARS AND STRIPES 03 AUG 11) ... Seth Robson 

TOKYO — The U.S. military is preparing to launch a “river drone” that will move upstream ahead of special operations troops to 
conduct surveillance missions and look for ambushes and improvised explosive devices. 

 
24. US UAV Programme Updates 
(FLIGHT GLOBAL (UK) 03 AUG 11) ... Zach Rosenberg 

The US military, the most powerful defence organisation on the planet, is set to account for 69% of worldwide UAV procurement 
in the next decade, according to the Teal Group consultancy, and 77% of research and development spending. Though the US plans to 
withdraw completely from its two wars over the next several years, US UAVs will have a presence over Iraq and Afghanistan for 
decades to come. And the rise of China brings increased pressure to bear on maritime forces. 

 
25. Northrop Fixes Major Flaws In Navy Drone 
(AOL DEFENSE 02 AUG 11) ... Carlo Munoz 

Washington - The Navy has fixed the fatal flaws that put the future of its newest unmanned drone in jeopardy, and is now on track 
to get the aircraft into final testing by the end of this year. 

 
26. Relieved Collins, BIW Workers Look Optimistically To Future 
(BRUNSWICK (ME) TIMES RECORD 03 AUG 11) ... Seth Koenig 

BATH — Veteran Bath Iron Works shipbuilders said Wednesday that a recent multi-billion-dollar agreement between the 
shipyard and Navy will help secure the long-term viability of the company by supplying enough work to keep younger employees on 
the job. 

 
27. Layoffs Averted At Electric Boat 
Skilled Trade Workers Can Keep Jobs By Relocating To Virginia 
(HARTFORD COURAND 03 AUG 11) ... Mara Lee 

A hundred skilled trade workers facing layoffs at Electric Boat in Groton will be able to keep working, though they'll have to 
travel to Portsmouth, Va., to do so, Rep. Joe Courtney, D-2d District, announced. 

 
28. San Antonio Ready For Work-Ups, Navy Says 
(NAVY TIMES 03 AUG 11) ... William H. McMichael 

With nearly two years of repairs now completed — “fully” completed, officials insist — the amphibious transport dock San 
Antonio began the first phase of pre-deployment training Wednesday morning at Naval Station Norfolk, Va. 
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BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
29. Seafair Parade Of Ships From USS Bonhomme Richard 
(SEATTLE POST-INTELLIGENCER 03 AUG 11) ... Joshua Trujillo 

Wednesday a parade of U.S. Navy, Coast Guard and Canadian Navy ships pulled into downtown Seattle. Sailors manned the rails 
of the massive military ships as they passed the brass and dignitaries gathered at Pier 66. 

 
30. A Beautiful Day For Flying — Even Upside Down 
(SEATTLE TIMES 04 AUG 11) ... Amy Harris 

As Lt. Col. John Klatt hurtled at 250 mph above sparkling Puget Sound in his two-person Air Guard Extra 300 L stunt plane, the 
44-year-old aerobatic pilot was grinning. 

 
31. Inside Dodgertown: Navy Day 
(LOS ANGLES DODGERS 04 AUG 11) 

The Dodgers paid tribute to the men and women of the U.S. Navy before and during their July 30th matchup vs. the D-backs. 
 

32. Sasebo's New Solar Panels Helping Navy Base Reduce Its Carbon Footprint 
(STARS AND STRIPES 04 AUG 11) ... Matthew M. Burke 

SASEBO NAVAL BASE, Japan — About a year ago, officials placed the base’s first energy-saving solar panels atop some 
buildings. On Thursday, they celebrated the one-year anniversary by adding 333 more to the Navy Exchange’s roof. 

 
33. Guam Gets NOAA Grant To Protect Coral During Buildup 
(STARS AND STRIPES 03 AUG 11) 

Guam was awarded a $567,000 grant this week from the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration to conserve the 
territory’s coral reefs during a U.S. military buildup planned in the coming years, according to the office of Congresswoman 
Madeleine Bordallo. 

 
34. Runways At Fentress To Be Repaired 
$19.2 million, 2-year project begins next month 
(WAVY NBC NORFOLK 03 AUG 11) 

NORFOLK, Va. - Naval Auxiliary Landing Field Fentress will receive repairs to pavement and lighting systems in September. 
 

35. National Night Out Heightens Community Awareness at NAS Sigonella 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 03 AUG 11) ... Mass Communication Specialiast Seaman Cameron Bramham, Naval Air Station Sigonella 
Public Affairs 

SIGONELLA, Sicily -- Service members, family and friends of Naval Air Station (NAS) Sigonella came together at Marinai Base 
Housing Aug. 2 for the 28th annual National Night Out (NNO) sponsored by the base Security Department. 

 
36. Navy Effort Feeds Imperial Valley Hungry 
(IMPERIAL VALLEY (CA) PRESS 03 AUG 11) ... Elizabeth Varin 

NAVAL AIR FACILITY EL CENTRO — The goal began at 1,000 pounds of food collected for Imperial Valley families. 
 

37. Naval Air Station Jacksonville Supports 'Feds Feed Families' Campaign 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 03 AUG 11) ... Kaylee LaRocque, Naval Air Station Jacksonville Public Affairs 

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. -- As of Aug. 2, Naval Air Station Jacksonville (NAS Jax) military personnel and their families, along 
with base commissary vendors, have donated thousands of pounds of non-perishable food and other items to benefit the Feds Feed 
Families campaign since the food drive began last month. 

 

NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
38. Pentagon Sounds Alarm On Threat Of Budget Cuts 
(NEW YORK TIMES 04 AUG 11) ... Elisabeth Bumiller 

WASHINGTON — The Pentagon pushed back aggressively on Wednesday against what senior officials warned was the prospect 
of $1 trillion in military budget cuts and thousands of layoffs, furloughs and reductions in military programs over the next decade. 

 
39. Missile Defense Costing $35 Billion Misses Bullets With Bullets 
(BLOOMBERGGOVERNMENT 03 AUG 11) ... Elliot Blair Smith and Gopal Ratnam 

In tunnels under Fort Greely, Alaska, workers wearing hazmat suits and respirators are fighting to keep America safe from missile 
attack. 
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40. Gen. James Cartwright, Maverick Who ‘Jolted The System,’ Is Honored At Marine Barracks 
(WASHINGTON POST 04 AUG 11) ... Ellen Nakashima 

On Wednesday, the Pentagon lost perhaps its foremost thinker on cyber warfare, Gen. James E. Cartwright, who is retiring as vice 
chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff after 40 years of service in the Marines. 

 
41. JFCOM Cuts Painful To Economy But Not Fatal 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 04 AUG 11) ... Jeff Sheler 

SUFFOLK - They've taken a hit, but the city's high-tech corridor and the local economy that it drives are weathering the closure 
of the U.S. Joint Forces Command far better than anyone expected one year ago. 

 
42. Dignitaries, Brass To Officially Dissolve JFCOM Today 
Dignitaries Mullen, Odierno Will Be On Hand As JFCOM Closes Today 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN PILOT 04 AUG 11) ... Bill Sizemore 

NORFOLK - A bit of military history will be made today in Hampton Roads. 
 

OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
43. Why Defense Spending Should Be Cut 
(WASHINGTON POST 04 AUG 11) ... Fareed Zakaria 

The scary aspect of the debt deal meant to force all of Washington to its senses is the threatened cut to defense spending. If the 
congressional “super-committee” cannot agree on cutbacks of $1.5 trillion, the guillotine will fall and half of those cuts will have to 
come from expenditures on national security. As with so much Washington accounting, there is lots of ambiguity in baselines and 
terms (for instance, what is covered under “national security”?). Most experts estimate that the defense budget would lose $600 billion 
to $700 billion over the next 10 years. If so, let the guillotine fall. It would be a much-needed adjustment to an out-of-control military-
industrial complex. 

 

BBLLOOGGSS::  
44. EXCERPTS FROM BLOGS AROUND THE WORLD 
(PUBLISHED 01 – 04 AUG 11) 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Fanfare For Frigate And Its Helicopter Drones Returning To Jacksonville 
Ship hunted pirates, participated in NATO Libya operations with new drone helicopters. 
(FLORIDA TIMES-UNION 04 AUG 11) ... Jeff Brumley 

The usual fanfare welcomed the USS Halyburton home 
from its unusual deployment to dangerous waters Wednesday, 
including a jubilant crowd eager to greet its 200-plus sailors 
and see the two cutting-edge helicopter drones sitting on its 
stern. 

That one of the frigate’s drones had been lost over Libya 
in June — and later replaced — was the buzz among some of 
the families and friends awaiting ship at Mayport Naval 
Station. 

The Libyan government has claimed its forces downed 
the remotely operated vehicle, but neither the Navy nor NATO 
will say what caused the MQ-8B Fire Scout to go down on 
June 21. 

"It's still under investigation, as of now," Navy 
spokeswoman Amanda Greenberg said on Wednesday. 

Greenberg confirmed it was one of the Halyburton 
helicopter drones that was lost in the NATO-led air campaign. 

The Fire Scout is relatively new to the Navy, which has 
just 14 of the 168 it plans to buy. 

The drones cost about $10 million apiece and are still 
being tested; its first trip to sea was in 2009 aboard another 
Mayport-based ship. The Halyburton's cruise was the first use 
of the drone in an operational environment, Navy 
spokeswoman Jamie Cosgrove said. 

With the Halyburton's return, only three Fire Scouts are 
currently deployed, all of them in Afghanistan, she said. 

The officer in charge of the Halyburton's Fire Scouts 
declined to speak about the lost aircraft. But Lt. Cmdr. Curtis 

Webster said the drones provided valuable intelligence to 
NATO forces in Libya and also were also useful against 
Somali pirates in the Gulf of Aden. 

On March 13, the warship and its aviation detachment 
from Helicopter Anti-Submarine Squadron Light 42 helped 
rescue 13 hostages from a pirate-taken merchant ship. On 
another occasion, a drone was used to shadow a ship believed 
to have been boarded by pirates. 

"We could make out skiffs on the ship and individuals 
with weapons," he said. 

The Fire Scout is operated from the warship by a pilot and 
a camera operator. At about 32 feet long and 10 feet tall, the 
drones are smaller and quieter than the SH-60 helicopter 
carried by the ship. That likely enabled it to avoid detection by 
the pirates being tracked, Webster said. 

As a helicopter pilot, Webster said it was "interesting" to 
fly unmanned vehicles along with the SH-60 Seahawk 
helicopter on this voyage. 

"It's a different kind of interesting and it's nice once in a 
while to sit in an air conditioned space with a cup of coffee 
while you're flying." 

Diane Pfoser of Chicago said she became aware of the 
Fire Scout through her son Edward, the chief petty officer and 
drone mechanic she was waiting to greet at the base 
Wednesday morning. Her favorite thing about the drones is 
that her son can't be on one when it flies into harm's way. 

"As long as he's not on it," she said, "I'm happy." 

Return to Index 
 

2. USS Halyburton Homecoming At Mayport 
(FIRST COAST NEWS 03 AUG 11) 

NAVAL STATION MAYPORT, Fla. -- During their 
seven months at sea, the sailors aboard the Mayport-based 
USS Halyburton not only battle-tested a new unmanned drone, 
but also helped rescue hostages taken by pirates. 

The sailors from Helicopter Anti-Submarine Squadron 
Light 42, Det. 2 operated under Combined Task Force 508, 
spending their time around the Mediterranean Sea and the 
Gulf of Aden. 

"The work was hard, the hours were long and the mission 
was challenging and worthwhile," said CDR John Schmidt, 
former Halyburton commanding officer. Schmidt handed over 
command of the ship Tuesday. 

The hostage situation was in the Gulf of Aden, where the 
Halyburton was part of the rescue team that freed the 13 
people aboard SL Irene, which had been taken over by pirates. 

The ship also patrolled the international waters off Libya 
to ensure illegal weapons didn't get to pro-Gaddafi forces. 

While working with Operation Unified Protector, the 
crew utilized the MQ-8B Fire Scout, a drone vehicle whose 
pilots remain on the ship. 

The drones provided air support for the ship as she 
transited through the Straits of Hormuz, just off the coast of 
Iran, and Bab-el-Mandeb, near Somalia and Yemen. 

"The success of this deployment has given leverage to the 
Fire Scout program as a viable platform to conduct ISR 
operations in a maritime environment," said Schmidt. 

During the hundreds of hours of deployment of the Fire 
Scouts, the drones set new records for altitude, range and 
endurance. 

"I think that everyone appreciated the fact that we were 
doing a little something different than the Navy has done 
before," said drone pilot LCDR Curtis Webster. It's a chance 
to go try something new out and that's a positive thing." 

Return to Index 
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3. The Hardest Part Is Accepting They Can’t Fix Afghanistan 
Days at the combat hospital are filled with treating the wounded and mourning the dead. In their few quiet 
moments, the staff seek solace and distraction. 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 04 AUG 11) ... Corinne Reilly 

KANDAHAR, AFGHANISTAN - Lt. Cmdr. Tom Shu 
steps through the trauma department doors and looks up at the 
clear night sky. 

“The dust has settled down,” he says, referring to the 
sandstorm that passed through the day before. “It’s actually 
nice out.” 

A flight and critical care nurse, Shu is 15 hours into a 36-
hour shift. It’s a little after 9 p.m. 

He turns to the jagged mountains in the distance and 
walks a few hundred yards, past two idle military ambulances 
to an opening in a chain-link fence topped with razor wire. 
Just on the other side, a rusty stool and a few metal folding 
chairs are lined up amid the scrub brush. 

Shu sits down. In front of him is the flight line – the 
massive runway where all the military aircraft with business in 
Kandahar come and go, including those that deliver and pick 
up the hospital’s patients. The mountains are black against the 
dark blue sky. The lights twinkling on the runway are a mix of 
yellow, red and green. 

“Some of us come out here sometimes to get away,” Shu 
says. “Just to talk or clear your head or whatever.” 

He’s been here since February. He’s 39. He enlisted in the 
Navy 20 years ago and started out as a ship navigator. 
Everything changed when he attended an emergency medical 
technician course at Tidewater Community College while 
stationed in Norfolk. He finished his four years and went to 
nursing school. Now he’s a reservist. 

“That C-17 is about to take off,” he says, pointing. “Those 
are the ones that take the patients to Germany.” 

As the hulking cargo jet lifts off, the roar of the engines 
swells. 

Then it’s quiet again. So is Shu. 
A minute or so passes. Then he says, “You know, I 

stopped telling people back home about this place.” He means 
the hospital. “Because you just can’t explain it. There’s really 
no way.” 

He falls quiet again. 
A little while later he says he hasn’t decided what he’ll do 

when he gets back to the States. Maybe something in the 
private sector, or maybe another Navy assignment. He’s not 
sure he’ll ever be able to work in a regular hospital again. 

“Too many people complaining about things that don’t 
matter – office politics, personality conflicts.” 

He pauses. 
“That’s definitely something this place does to you. It 

takes away your tolerance for people who complain about 
things that don’t matter. 

“It’s like, ‘Are you healthy? Do you have all your limbs? 
Then everything’s fine.’?” 

*** 
Although it’s offered, few members of the hospital staff 

attend counseling to help them deal with the things they see 
here. Ask why and nearly all of them give the same answer: 
They’d rather talk to each other. 

“After a really bad day, you usually don’t feel like 
explaining what happened to someone who wasn’t there,” says 

Lt. Cmdr. Ron Bolen, the head of the trauma department. 
“You want to talk to someone who just knows.” 

Bolen relies on the hospital’s chaplain and on his 
roommate, a Canadian doctor and trauma team leader. “We do 
a lot of decompressing together. It definitely helps.” 

Mental escape helps, too. They all have their own 
methods. There’s the gym or books or nighttime cigars out by 
the flight line. There’s the hospital’s “Combat Knitters” club 
or its hockey team, which plays at a small wooden rink that 
the Canadians built across base. 

For Lt. Cmdr. David Shellington, a pediatric intensive 
care physician, it’s video chats with his wife and 18-month-
old daughter, Sydney. As often as he can find the time, he 
signs into Skype and imagines he’s there in his living room in 
Norfolk. Sometimes when his face comes up on the computer, 
Sydney presses hers to the screen. 

“It’s my time to completely disappear from this place,” 
Shellington says. “We don’t talk about what’s happening here. 
I only want to talk about what’s happening there.” 

He’s been at the hospital since December. After so many 
months, he says it’s easy to forget that there are places where 
bad things don’t happen all the time, where IEDs aren’t 
routine and where children live relatively safely. 

“I need that distraction,” he says, “even if it’s only 30 
minutes a day.” 

Cmdr. Jim Sullivan, a Navy reservist and ER doctor from 
Southbridge, Mass., also relies on distractions and colleagues. 
He jokes a lot, too. He’s known for his sense of humor. 

But he says all of that only goes so far. 
“Ultimately, you have to reconcile what happens here for 

yourself. You have to make your peace with it, or at least with 
your part in it.” 

In a way, Sullivan made his peace before he even got 
here; he did it in 2005, when he deployed to Iraq with a 
frontline surgical team. 

“You have to learn to focus on what’s in front of you, 
because that’s the only part you can make better.” 

For Shellington, who has decided to leave the Navy after 
this deployment, it’s a work still in progress. 

“Honestly, my coping mechanism is that I don’t talk 
about it,” he says. “I don’t try to deal with it. I just try to 
escape from it a little bit every day.” 

Then he adds, “You do what you can but it never feels 
like enough. It’s not enough. You can’t fix Afghanistan.” 

*** 
The page goes out a little after dinnertime. Everything 

about it says get here fast. 
GSW to the head. Trauma bay. Now. 
Almost always, the hospital gets at least 15 minutes notice 

that a trauma case is en route. This time there is none; the 
doctors learn they have a patient the moment the young 
American is carried through the doors, blood smeared across 
his pale face. 

Everyone knows what it means: This didn’t happen 
someplace far away, someplace outside the wire reachable 
only by helicopter. It happened on base – on this base. 
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They also know almost immediately that there is nothing 
to be done. He has no vitals. The hole in his skull is the size of 
a golf ball. Even in the few seconds it takes to get him inside, 
he grows paler, almost translucent. 

They try anyway. They initiate compressions. They insert 
a breathing tube. They push drugs. They work as hard and as 
fast as they would on anyone. 

But there is no saving this soldier. He was shot at close 
range by a large round. The bullet entered the back of his head 
and spiraled out through the front. This isn’t the work of a 
sniper, nor is it a suicide. All indications point to some sort of 
accident. Maybe he and his buddies were cleaning their 
weapons. Maybe someone didn’t realize theirs was still 
loaded. 

After 10 minutes, Sullivan, the lead doctor, decides it’s 
time to stop. 

“You did your best,” he tells the trauma team. “We did 
everything we could to give him a chance.” 

He takes a deep breath. 
“Will someone call mortuary affairs?” 
*** 
Angels are never left alone. 
This is a place where rules are sometimes broken in the 

name of saving a life or a limb, but this rule is not one of 
them. 

Everything changes when a service member dies on the 
hospital’s watch – when a patient becomes an angel. 
Everything slows down, almost to a stop. 

Practicality and medicine instantly give way to ceremony. 
Speed no longer counts. 
Honoring the soldier – the sacrifice – becomes the only 

thing that matters. 
Even if the hospital is swamped or if it’s the middle of the 

night, someone remains with the service member. If mortuary 
affairs can’t come for three hours, then a doctor or nurse or 
corpsman will stay at the bedside for three hours. 

The angel is always cleaned and draped with a flag. 
Talking tends to be kept to a minimum. A hospitalwide email 
goes out. The flags outside are lowered to half-staff. Everyone 
gathers in the trauma bay. 

For the team treating the soldier who was shot in the head, 
it begins the moment efforts to save him stop. 

They call the hospital chaplain to pray over his body. 
They meticulously wash the blood from his face and blond 
hair. Then they move him into a clean black body bag while 
someone fetches a flag. 

A short time later, a soldier about the same age as the 
angel walks into the trauma department. 

“I’m from mortuary affairs,” he says. 
“Thank you for coming,” Sullivan replies. 
Then he turns to a nearby corpsman, Petty Officer 3rd 

Class Bryce Moheit. “Will you call the commands?” 
“I’d be honored,” Moheit says. 
Without instruction, everyone in the room falls silently 

into two lines facing each other, making a path to the trauma 
department doors. 

“Attention!” Moheit calls. “Present arms!” 
Everyone slowly raises their right hands to salute, holding 

the position for several seconds as four staffers carry the flag-
draped soldier past. 

As they reach the doors, Moheit calls out again, his steady 
voice belied by welling tears. 

“Order arms!” 
Everyone slowly lowers their hands to their sides. 
The trauma department doors fall closed. 
“Dismissed!” 
*** 
It’s early in the morning. For the first time in days, the 

trauma department is quiet. Bolen surveys the room, then sits 
down on an empty stretcher. 

He says he was 7 when his teacher instructed the class to 
sketch a crystal ball with a picture of their future inside. He 
drew a paramedic in a plane. “I just always knew this is what I 
was supposed to do. There’s nothing else like trauma. In some 
ways it shows you the very worst of humanity, but it also 
shows you the very best.” 

He says it’s especially true here, and it’s a big part of 
what gets him through the longest days. “You see miracles and 
you see love and compassion. It’s just hard to recognize it 
sometimes because the bad stuff is so glaring.” 

He says this place has taught him to look for the good, 
and then to savor it. It’s taught him to take nothing for 
granted. “Being here – it makes all the colors of the world 
brighter.” 

He says he’s also learned the true meaning of sacrifice 
here, and he’s learned that friendships forged in combat are 
unlike any others. He’s learned that in the toughest of 
circumstances, language and culture don’t mean much. A 
smile or a hand placed over the heart is often enough. 

“We all want the same things anyway. Food on the table, 
a healthy family, a safe place to sleep at night.” 

Another lesson this place has taught him – this one’s been 
the hardest – is that you can’t hold on to everything. 

He takes out the little green notebook that’s always in his 
pocket, the one where he writes the names of all the service 
members who’ve died on his watch. He thumbs through the 
pages, past 1st Lt. Daren Hidalgo and Cpl. Donald Mickler, 
past Spc. Charles Wren and Pfc. Joel Ramirez. 

“It’s like my own Vietnam Wall. It’s a place where I can 
remember them and honor them.” 

Just as important, it’s a place where he can keep them, a 
place where he can let them stay. 

“You can’t dwell,” he says. “Yes, you can remember 
them, but you also have to let them go. It’s the only choice, 
because the alternative only gets you burnout. It just eats you 
up. It doesn’t bring anyone back and it doesn’t help anyone. 

“All it does is make you less prepared for the next 
patient.” 

And here, the next patient is never far away. 
As he slips the notebook back in his pocket, his pager 

beeps. 
*** 
Epilogue 
Fifty-three U.S. and coalition service members died in 

Afghanistan in July. 
*** 
Three months after Cpl. Eddie Ward lost his right leg, his 

family says he is doing “outstanding.” After the hospital in 
Kandahar, he went to Brooke Army Medical Center in San 
Antonio, Texas, where he stayed for about a month. In early 
June he was transferred to Fort Sam Houston’s Warrior 
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Transition Battalion, a special unit for recovering soldiers. He 
is undergoing rehabilitation at Sam Houston’s Center for the 
Intrepid. 

*** 
Pvt. Dean Hines, who was badly injured in an IED blast 

in late April, spent more than two months in the hospital, 
mostly at Walter Reed Army Medical Center in Washington, 
D.C. In June he began walking again with the help of a 
walker. He says his doctors tell him his recovery may take as 
long as three years. 

*** 
Lt. Cmdr. David Shellington finished his seven-month 

tour at the hospital and returned home to Norfolk in early July. 
He’s accepted a job at Rady Children’s Hospital in San Diego. 

*** 
Most of the rest of the doctors, nurses and corpsmen 

featured in this series remain in Kandahar. Cmdr. Julie 
Wetmore and Lt. Cmdr. Ron Bolen are due home by late 
summer.In a recent email, Bolen wrote that he’s added more 
names to his little green notebook, and as the summer fighting 
season wears on, the hospital has only gotten busier. 

Part 5 of 5 
View Photo Gallery 
Online Chat 
Reporter Corinne Reilly and photographer Ross Taylor 

will be online today to chat about this series at noon on 
PilotOnline.com . 
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4. Navy Surgeon General Warns Of Health Effects Of Spice 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 03 AUG 11) ... Shoshona Pilip-Florea, U.S. Navy Bureau of Medicine and Surgery Public Affairs 

WASHINGTON -- The Navy Surgeon General cautioned 
his commanding officers, medical providers and personnel on 
the negative health effects and legal consequences of using 
synthetic marijuana like Spice and other designer drugs in a 
message sent to all of Navy Medicine Aug. 2. 

The purpose of the message was to educate and inform 
Navy and Marine Corps personnel about these drugs and the 
very real dangers associated with their use. 

"It is paramount all Navy Medicine personnel are aware 
of the adverse health effects of these drugs," said Vice Adm. 
Adam M. Robinson, Jr., U.S. Navy surgeon general and chief, 
Bureau of Medicine and Surgery. "Serious side effects have 
been reported after its use including tremors, panic attacks, 
delirium, impaired coordination, seizures, paranoid 
hallucinations, and psychotic symptoms that can last for days, 
even months in some cases." 

Spice looks similar to marijuana or oregano and is used 
for its psychoactive and hallucinogenic effects. The products 
contain organic leaves coated with unregulated chemical 
compounds. Spice and other designer drugs are falsely 
marketed by manufacturers as a safe way to get high while 
avoiding drug testing. 

The synthetic chemicals in Spice-type products have a 
more potent effect on the brain than traditional marijuana and 
the unregulated compounds are often mixed with unknown 
effects, according to Robinson. These products are not 
approved for human consumption and there is no oversight of 
the manufacturing process. Similar to other drugs on the street, 
experts warn that you never know what mixture of chemicals 
could be present in the drugs and users are experimenting with 

the combination of multiple products which can dramatically 
change or increase its effects on a case by case basis. 

Robinson warns that rapid tolerance in some users can 
lead to increased dosage and addiction and the use of synthetic 
marijuana has led to a surge in emergency room visits and 
calls to poison control centers, according to the DEA. This 
spring, Navy Medicine treated multiple patients at Naval 
Medical Center San Diego, Calif., for Spice usage, some 
resulting in months of inpatient treatment for persistent 
psychotic symptoms. 

"Commanding officers must be fully engaged in synthetic 
drug abuse prevention and do everything in their power to 
increase awareness within their commands of the serious 
health consequences and legal ramifications of its use," wrote 
Robinson. 

Spice and other designer drugs fall under the Navy and 
Marine Corps' Zero Tolerance policy and Robinson further 
emphasizes that commanding officers do not need a positive 
urinalysis to begin administrative separation. Personnel found 
to be using, possessing, distributing or who observe an abuse 
and do not report the incident can be charged with violating 
the Navy's policies as well. 

As the Navy Surgeon General and Chief, Bureau of 
Medicine and Surgery, Robinson leads 63,000 Navy Medicine 
personnel that provide healthcare support to the U.S. Navy, 
Marine Corps, their families and veterans in high operational 
tempo environments, at expeditionary medical facilities, 
medical treatment facilities, hospitals, clinics, hospital ships 
and research units around the world. 
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CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
5. Sailors From Japanese Navy Take In Norfolk 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 04 AUG 11) ... Kate Wiltrout 

NORFOLK - Head toward this warship docked behind 
Nauticus and you might think you're approaching a U.S. 
vessel. 

Its hull is painted the same gray hue as the nearby 
battleship Wisconsin, and it's about as long as a destroyer. 

Off-duty sailors in T-shirts and jeans head out on liberty 
as officers in bright white uniforms mill about the deck. And 

when a VIP steps on deck, a shrill whistle known as a 
boatswain's call announces the arrival. 

But this ship is a long way from home - more than 7,000 
miles, in fact. Part of Japan's Maritime Self-Defense Force, the 
training vessel Kashima hails from the city of Kure, near 
Hiroshima. 
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Norfolk is the eighth of 14 port visits in a five-month 
cruise that includes stops in Panama, Peru, Chile and Mexico. 
Training cruises regularly take Japanese crews to the West 
Coast of the United States, but it's rare for them to come this 
far east. 

The Kashima is joined by the Mineyuki, a destroyer, and 
the Asagiri, another training vessel. The ships left in May, two 
months after the earthquake and tsunami devastated northeast 
Japan. 

In all, about 720 sailors are in town, 170 of them newly 
commissioned officers getting their first real taste of service. 
Wednesday, when the Kashima opened up for public tours, 
Ensign Fumito Kataoka and Lt. Fujii Masafumi showed 
reporters around. 

The ships are open to the public daily through Saturday 
from 1:30 to 3:30 p.m. 

The first stop was the bridge, a busy place when the ship 
is moving but almost deserted when pierside. A pair of 
gyrocompasses attested to the Kashima's purpose as a training 
vessel. The equipment on the left was for trainees to plot the 
vessel's course; the one on the right was controlled by a 
supervisor - kind of like brakes on the passenger side of a 
driver training car. 

One deck below, at the forward end of the Kashima, 
Masafumi showed the 24-seat formal dining room used for 
official functions to entertain guests. (When the ship is under 
way, it's where the officers who lead the training squadron 
have meals.) A heavy decorative screen covered one wall; 

semisheer curtains, evocative of Japanese rice-paper doors, 
softened views through windows overlooking the deck. 
Masafumi pointed out one chair, which had a bright yellow 
cushion atop the white cover. That's where the admiral sits, he 
notes. Captain's seats get a red pillow. 

Down a few stairwells and back a few spaces, Fumiyaki 
Mizuno stood watch in the control room. Mizuno, a 42-year-
old petty officer second class, is in charge of the ship's diesel 
engines. With the ship at the pier, he didn't have much to do 
Wednesday. A can of refrigerated vending machine coffee sat 
nearby, keeping him company. 

Like any sailor, Mizuno said he misses his wife and three 
kids, back in Nagasaki. This deployment is his second long 
one. Most of the fleet goes to sea for just a few weeks at a 
time, patrolling the exclusive economic zone that stretches 
around the nation's islands. 

Still, Mizuno has enjoyed the trip, and he said passing by 
Norfolk's naval base was a highlight. 

In the kitchen of the ship's main mess deck, the cook on 
duty - wearing an I (Heart) S.F. T-shirt - peeled bananas. 
Nearby were laminated pictures of the kitchen staff having fun 
at different stops, including a San Francisco street and a 
Hooters restaurant. 

Like their U.S. counterparts, Japanese sailors have certain 
culinary traditions that aren't to be messed with. American 
ships often serve burgers - or sliders - on Fridays. Kataoka 
said Japan's version is curry rice Friday - a tradition that dates 
to the Imperial Japanese Navy. 
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6. USS Bainbridge Returning From Counter-Piracy Mission 
(WVEC ABC NORFOLK 03 AUG 11) 

NORFOLK -- Hundreds of sailors are coming home to 
Norfolk on Friday. 

USS Bainbridge (DDG 96) will tie up at Naval Station 
Norfolk after seven months in the 5th and 6th Fleet areas. 

The crew conducted 27 counter-piracy operations in the 
Gulf of Aden, Gulf of Oman and Somali area. 

In May, the ship's visit, board, search and seizure team 
freed 15 people from a Pakistani dhow off the coast of 
Somalia. 

The Navy reported the master of the vessel said pirates 
had taken it over six months earlier and had been using it as 
their mother ship. 

Along with seven pirates, the team recovered seven fully 
loaded AK47’s, two RPGs, seven projectiles, and several 
ammunition canisters, ladders and grappling hooks, the Navy 
stated. 
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7. USS Germantown Arrives In Brisbane For Port Visit 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 03 AUG 11) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Johnie Hickmon, Commander, Amphibious 
Squadron 11 Public Affairs 

BRISBANE, Australia -- The forward-deployed 
amphibious dock landing ship USS Germantown (LSD 42) 
and embarked Marines with the 31st Marine Expeditionary 
Unit (MEU) arrived in Brisbane, Australia for a port visit, Aug 
3. 

There are several events scheduled while the ship is 
visiting Brisbane. The ship will play host to a big top 
ceremony and the visit will also mark the start of a new era for 
Germantown. Cmdr. Carol McKenzie, who previously served 
as the ship's executive officer, will assume command from 
current Germantown Commanding Officer Cmdr. A. D. Hull 
during a scheduled change of command. 

A community service project, sponsored by the ship's 
Religious Ministries department, is scheduled at Mater 
Children's Hospital. A softball game between Germantown 

Sailors and Marines and members of the Australian military is 
also scheduled. Several tours sponsored by the ship's Morale, 
Welfare and Recreation department will be available to Sailors 
who want a chance to explore the city. 

After getting a taste of Australia when the ship visited 
Townsville June 7 earlier during the spring patrol, several 
Sailors said they are looking forward to visiting this city of 
more than 2 million residents and fully exploring what the city 
has to offer. 

"I didn't get to visit the zoo when we hit Townsville," said 
Gunners Mate 3rd Class Linnell Bajao. "I hope to visit one in 
Brisbane and see an actual kangaroo and koala. I also want to 
relax and have a good time with my friends after a long 
deployment." 



 11

The visit comes as the Essex Amphibious Readiness 
Group completed Talisman Sabre 2011 (TS11), July 30. TS11 
is a bilateral command post and field training exercise 
designed to maintain a high level of interoperability between 
U.S. and Australian forces. The exercise consisted of 
approximately 14,000 U.S. and 9,000 Australian personnel. 

Hull said he felt TS11 was a success and his Sailors and 
Marines performed exceptionally well and gained valuable 
experience from the exercise. 

"Our Navy and Marine Corps team benefitted immensely 
from exercise TS11," he said. "It was a huge privilege to be 

able to participate in this exercise. The crew is looking 
forward to our next opportunity to operate with the 
Australians." 

Lcpl. Marshall Chiles said after being on the beach during 
TS11, he is ready to unwind. 

"I'm looking forward to calling my family, shopping, and 
hanging out with friends," he said. 

Germantown departed Sasebo, Japan, June 24 for TS11. 
Germantown was commissioned Feb. 8, 1986 and is capable 
of carrying more than 721 Sailors and Marines. It is 610 feet 
long and can travel at speeds up to 20 knots. 
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8. Afghan Police: The World's Most Dangerous Job? 
(CBS NEWS 03 AUG 11) ... Seth Doane 

If Afghanistan has any hope of becoming a truly stable 
nation, it's going to need a top-notch police force. For the 
better part of a decade, the U.S. military has been training 
afghan officers. This year alone, American taxpayers will 
spend nearly a billion dollars on the program. 

CBS News correspondent Seth Doane reports that, over 
the weekend, 12 Afghan police died in Laskhar Gah. 

It's a dangerous job. Nationwide 140,000 police serve on 
the force, many propped up by coalition forces. In Kabul, 
they've stood mostly on their own for the last two years. 

While out on patrol, the Kabul police could face 
insurgents, IEDs, even the Taliban. Policeman Khan 
Mohammed, 22, says he's afraid of suicide bombers. 

Being a police officer in Afghanistan is one of the most 
dangerous jobs on the planet. Every day across the country, 
between five and 10 police officers die on the job. 

A top target is the Kabul police chief, General 
Mohammad Ayub Salangi. He oversees nearly 14,000 police. 

"The 30 years of war (here) have caused a lot of damage. 
I accept we do have some problems, but we're improving with 
every passing day," Salangi says. 

Along with drug use and inadequate training, he admits 
illiteracy is still one of the biggest challenges, plaguing 

roughly 80 percent of Afghan police nationwide. In Kabul, the 
chief encourages education, and even allows studying at 
checkpoints. 

U.S. Navy Lt. Commander Kamyar Pashnehtala, who 
shadows the police chief, says there are more serious 
problems. 

"At the end of the day General Salangi's job here is the 
security and the safety of the Kabul people. So what would 
you spend your time thinking about? Did drug use go down 
half-a-percent this last quarter, or did the number of suicide 
attacks go down?" Pashnehtala ponders. 

Checking for explosives in the thousands of trucks 
entering Kabul every day is nearly impossible without high-
tech tools. And even the equipment they do have doesn't 
always work. 

Policeman Azmullah, 23, points to his Hungarian-made 
AK-47 and says: "After firing (once), it's useless." 

Pashnehtala worries that the policemen are soft targets. 
"This is a dangerous place. For his police to be effective, 

they have to interact with public. They can't be ten meters 
away from their constituents," Pashnehtala says. 

Their job places them on the front lines, ill equipped as 
civilian police, but forced to fight in a war-zone. 
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9. Navy Commemorates 2,000th Tomahawk Shot 
(SOUTHERN MARYLAND NEWS 03 AUG 11) 

The Navy is scheduled to hold a commemorative 
ceremony aboard the guided missile destroyer USS Barry 
(DDG 52) for the 2,000th Tomahawk cruise missile combat 
launch Aug. 5 at Naval Station Norfolk, Va. 

The event will recognize the USS Barry crewmembers for 
their role in launching the milestone missile March 19, against 
an air defense target in Libya, during Operation Odyssey 
Dawn. 

“It was a great feeling to have taken part in the 2,000th 
missile launch,” said Fire Controlman 3rd Class (SW) Luizous 
Houser, aboard USS Barry (DDG 52). “There were a lot of us 
that had never shot before, so to be able to fire off the 2,000th 
one was a great experience; it means a lot to us.” 

“Reaching 2,000 combat expenditures is a significant 
Navy force projection milestone and is an accomplishment 
that the Tomahawk government and industry team, the crew of 
the USS Barry, and the whole Navy can be proud of,” said 
Capt. Chris Flood, Tomahawk Weapons Systems program 
manager (PMA-280). “The 2000th combat launch was one of 

more than 200 successful Tomahawk missions conducted 
during the Libyan Operation.” 

The Tomahawk cruise missile has been deployed for more 
than 30 years. There are multiple variants of the missile 
system in the Navy’s inventory. The Block IV variant, 
currently in full-rate production, incorporates GPS navigation 
and a satellite data-link to provide the tactical commander 
with the flexibility to attack long-range fixed and re-locatable 
targets and support Special Forces with a lethal, responsive 
and precise weapon. The missiles are designed to fly at 
extremely low altitudes and high sub-sonic speeds and are 
guided by several mission-tailored navigation modes, 
including GPS. 

Exact and efficient, Tomahawk land-attack cruise missiles 
have been used in every major U.S. combat operation since 
Operation Desert Storm in 1991, solidifying the weapons 
lethality against enemy targets. The missile is capable of being 
launched from more than 140 U.S. Navy ships and 
submarines, including the Ohio Class Cruise Missile 
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Submarine (SSGN), and is also employed by the U.K. Royal 
Navy. 

“The Tomahawk weapon has once again proven itself to 
be the nation’s weapon of choice; the premier network-

enabled, precision-strike standoff weapon that is extremely 
effective during deep land attack against high-value strategic 
and tactical targets,” Flood said. 

View Tomahawk Launch (RT: 0:21) 
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GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
10. China Calls Japan’s Comments On China’s Increasing Naval Activity Irresponsible 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 03 AUG 11) 

BEIJING — China has expressed its “strong 
dissatisfaction” at Japan’s comments that it was concerned 
with China’s increasing naval activity in waters near its shores 
and was taking measures to bolster its coastal defense. 

A statement posted on the Foreign Ministry’s website late 
Wednesday said Japan’s annual defense report contained 
irresponsible comments on China’s defense plans. 

China’s defense and military modernization drive does 
not target any other country and is solely for safeguarding its 
own sovereignty, security and territorial integrity, Foreign 
Ministry spokesman Ma Zhaoxu said in the statement. 

Tokyo’s report released Tuesday said Japan is concerned 
by Chinese exercises held in the Pacific and in waters 
surrounding Japan, a worry heightened by what it called 
China’s long-standing failure to provide information that 
would reassure the world about its rapid military 
modernization. 

Japan is especially worried by the Chinese navy, which 
plans to carry out operations and training as a routine practice 
in waters surrounding Japan, including the East China Sea, the 
Pacific Ocean and the South China Sea, the report said. 

Ties between Japan and China have been strained for 
years over a contested gas field and disputed islands in the 
East China Sea. 

China also has territorial disputes with the Philippines and 
Vietnam in the potentially resource-rich South China Sea. 

Ma reaffirmed China’s stated commitment to solving 
disputes through bilateral negotiations and to continue 
peaceful development. 

“I hope Japan can learn from the past, seriously reflect on 
its own defense policy and do more to deepen mutual trust 
with neighboring countries, maintain regional peace and 
stability, not the contrary,” Ma said. 
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11. Vietnam To Get Sub Fleet In Six Years 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 04 AUG 11) 

HANOI: Vietnam will have a submarine fleet within six 
years, the defence minister confirmed in reports on Thursday, 
as China's increasing maritime assertiveness causes regional 
concern. 

Russian media reported in December 2009 that Vietnam 
had agreed to buy half a dozen diesel-electric submarines for 
about two billion dollars, but Hanoi had not previously 
commented on the deal. 

"In the coming five to six years, we will have a submarine 
brigade with six Kilo 636-Class subs," Defence Minister 
Phung Quang Thanh was quoted as saying by the state-
controlled Tuoi Tre newspaper. 

Thanh said the fleet was "definitely not meant as a 
menace to regional nations," according to Thursday's report. 

"Buying submarines, missiles, fighter jets and other 
equipment is for self-defence," he was quoted as saying, 
without specifying how Vietnam was paying for the naval 
investment. 

"It depends on our economic ability. Vietnam has yet to 
produce modern weapons and military equipment, which are 
costly to import," he said. 

Economists say the country's economy is in turmoil with 
galloping inflation, large trade and budget deficits, inefficient 
state spending, and other woes. 

Much of Vietnam's military hardware is antiquated but 
this week it received the first of three new coastal patrol 
planes for the marine police, announced the manufacturer, 
Madrid-based Airbus Military. 

When news of the Russian deal first emerged, analysts 
said the acquisition aimed to bolster Hanoi's claims against 
Beijing in the South China Sea, where the two sides have a 
longstanding territorial spat that has recently flared. 

Tensions were heightened in May when Vietnam accused 
Chinese marine surveillance vessels of cutting the exploration 
cables of an oil survey ship inside the country's exclusive 
economic zone. 

Other nations in the region have accused China in recent 
months of becoming more aggressive in enforcing its claims to 
parts of the South China Sea. 

The Philippines, Malaysia, Brunei and Taiwan also have 
overlapping claims to all or parts of the waters, believed to be 
rich in oil and gas deposits. 
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12. Maritime Drones Make Waves Among Navies Worldwide 
(STARS AND STRIPES 03 AUG 11) ... Seth Robson 

TOKYO — A race is heating up among the world’s 
navies to build fleets of crewless boats capable of missions on 
and under the water, according to maritime experts. 

The U.S. is developing maritime drones for missions that 
could range from gathering intelligence, conducting 
reconnaissance and carrying out surveillance to disabling sea 
mines, protecting manned ships and securing ports, according 
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to Capt. Duane Ashton, of the U.S. Navy’s Unmanned 
Maritime Systems Program Office. 

“A lot of countries are looking at unmanned surface 
vehicles and (unmanned) underwater vehicles for mine 
countermeasures,” Ashton said. “We assume that some of our 
potential adversaries have or are pursuing the development of 
unmanned systems.” 

Jens-Olof Lindh, project manager for unmanned surface 
systems at Sweden’s Kockums shipyard, said that although 
there might only be a few hundred unmanned maritime vessels 
in operation worldwide, he expects those numbers to increase 
substantially in the next few years following the path set by 
airborne drones. 

“There is a large consensus that the importance of 
unmanned maritime vehicles will increase,” he said. 

China, India, Singapore, Israel, Britain and France are 
among the nations interested in developing sea drones, Lindh 
said. 

“Of course there will be an arms race of some kind,” he 
said. “The Chinese are coming really quick. They had no 
(unmanned) programs four years ago and now they are 
presenting several, at least on the air side.” 

The Wall Street Journal reported that China showed off 
more than 25 models of unmanned aircraft at the Zhuhai 
Airshow in November. The Swedish sea drone builders were 
invited to present their work to a group of Chinese experts in 
Beijing recently but declined, Lindh said. 

Dirty and dangerous missions such as mine sweeping or 
moving through parts of the sea where there are explosive 
gases are likely to be among the first duties taken over by 
unmanned maritime craft, he said. 

Sea drones offer many advantages, including the ability to 
operate semi-autonomously or remotely for long periods of 
time in many environments, Ashton said. The unmanned boats 
rely on sensor systems, such as radar, cameras and audio 
devices, to provide information to remote operators. 

The fact that drone aircraft operators already control 
missions in Iraq and Afghanistan from comfortable offices in 
the U.S. suggests that sea drone operators could be based 
anywhere. 

A U.S. Navy PowerPoint slide comparing the 
performance of unmanned maritime craft to flying drones 
shows that vessels traveling on the water have better 
endurance and accuracy and can carry larger payloads than 

their flying cousins. Undersea drones are harder for the enemy 
to detect and have better stability that other unmanned craft, 
according to the Navy. 

However, the new technology is a double-edged sword, 
Lindh warned. 

“An obvious use for USVs (unmanned surface vehicles) is 
as seaborne IEDs (improvised explosive devices),” he said. 
“You can expect small boats will be converted into bombs. 
That’s why navies are training against small boats.” 

Work is under way to develop systems that can control 
multiple maritime drones. In the future, enemies could attack 
with swarms of unmanned vessels forcing navies to create 
defensive unmanned fleets to counter them, Lindh said. 

Another maritime expert, Rick Fisher of the International 
Assessment and Strategy Center, said there is clearly an arms 
race to develop undersea drones for combat missions. 

The Chinese are attempting to develop a family of 
unmanned undersea vehicles, he said. They have an anti-mine 
underwater drone in service and have worked with the 
Russians to develop a deep-diving unmanned vessel, which 
could one day perform military missions, he said. 

One of the biggest advantages to the underwater drones is 
they don’t need to be defended, and the few missions they can 
perform are vital, Fisher said. 

Obstacles holding up the deployment of unmanned 
maritime craft include legal concerns over who would be 
liable in the event of a mishap if there is no crew on the vessel, 
and the need to establish logistical support for the vessels 
within navies, Lindh said. The European Defense Agency has 
established programs to address such issues on behalf of 
members of the European Union, he said. 

Despite the growth in undersea drones and smaller 
unmanned surface boats, Fisher said, large unmanned ships 
are not likely to replace aircraft carriers or destroyers in the 
near future. 

The U.S. Navy appears to see little value in developing 
large unmanned surface vehicles (USVs) when a similarly-
sized manned ship would be more useful, he said. 

“For surveillance missions, a UAV (unmanned aerial 
vehicle) would travel faster and have a potentially longer 
stand-off range for safety compared to a larger USV,” he said, 
adding that massive amounts of satellite bandwidth would be 
required to control unmanned ships in battle against aircraft or 
submarines. 
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13. Russia's MiG Starts On New Batch Of Carrier Fighters For Indian Navy 
(RIA NOVOSTI 03 AUG 11) 

MOSCOW - Russia's MiG aircraft corporation has 
launched production of a new batch of MiG29K/KUB carrier 
fighters for the Indian Navy, a MiG spokesman said on 
Wednesday. 

The fighters are to be delivered under a 2010 contract, the 
spokesman said. 

Under the $1.5-billion contract, Russia will supply 29 
MiG-29K Fulcrum-D jets to New Delhi starting in 2012. 

The first jet was presented to an Indian representative in 
the assembly workshop. 

The fighters will be based at an air field in Goa on India's 
west coast until the Admiral Gorshkov joins the Navy under 
the name of INS Vikramaditya in early 2013. 

The Vikramaditya is expected to carry up to 24 MiG-
29K/KUB fighters. 
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14. Libyan Missile Misses Italian Warship 
(CNN 04 AUG 11) ... Ivan Watson and Lisa Borghese 

Tripoli, Libya -- Libyan government forces fired a missile 
at an Italian warship in the Mediterranean Sea on Wednesday 
in a rare attack on the NATO fleet offshore, a government 
spokesman said. 

The frigate Bersagliere was about 19 kilometers (12 
miles) off the Libyan city of Zlitan when the missile fell 
harmlessly into the sea about 2 km away, the Italian defense 
ministry and NATO reported. 

"The ship was not harmed and continued on its mission," 
NATO said in a statement. "NATO ships go in harm's way to 
seek those military targets which continue to threaten the 
people of Libya." 

In Tripoli, government spokesman Musa Ibrahim told 
reporters that the missile had been launched by troops that 
remain loyal to longtime Libyan leader Moammar Gadhafi. 

"We have amazing capabilities that we have not felt that 
we need to use," Ibrahim said. "Our army is still very strong. 
We haven't used our real military power." 

He discounted allied claims that pro-Gadhafi forces had 
been reduced to 20% of their capabilities, adding, "For God's 
sake, if we are down here to 20%, what am I doing here?" 

Gadhafi's forces have been battling a nearly six-month-
long revolt that has split Libya roughly in half. NATO planes 
and warships joined the fight in March, pounding government 
troops under a U.N. mandate to protect civilians from reprisals 
by Gadhafi loyalists. 

Though most of the allied campaign has been conducted 
from the air, NATO warships reported fighting at least two 
brief sea engagements with pro-Gadhafi forces off the port 
city of Misrata in May. 
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15. Troubled Waters Between Lebanon And Israel 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 03 AUG 11) 

BEIRUT: A dispute between Lebanon and Israel over 
their maritime boundary has heated up and sparked fears of 
conflict as both countries move to assert sovereignty over an 
area potentially rich in gas. 

Tension rose last month after Israel's cabinet approved a 
map of the country's proposed maritime borders with Lebanon 
and submitted it to the United Nations, which has been asked 
to mediate. 

The map conflicts with one submitted by Lebanon to the 
UN last year and that gives Israel less territory. 

The Lebanese say their map is in line with an armistice 
accord drawn up in 1949 and not contested by Israel. 

They also challenge Israel's assertion that an accord 
signed in 2007 between Cyprus and Lebanon sets the same 
boundaries as those agreed between the Jewish state and 
Cyprus in 2010. 

Neither side for now appears willing to budge on the 
issue, especially given the discovery of important energy 
reserves near the disputed area which could generate billions 
of dollars. 

Energy Minister Gebran Bassil told AFP that Lebanon's 
new cabinet, in which the militant group Hezbollah plays a 
key role, was rushing to approve a decree setting out the 
country's Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ). 

An EEZ is a sea zone that gives a state the right to explore 
its maritime resources. 

"Israel cannot arbitrarily flout international law and 
aggress Lebanon by creating a zone of conflict in our waters," 
Bassil said. "It's not simply a question of them tracing a line 
and stating what's theirs." 

Hezbollah leader Hassan Nasrallah, whose party fought a 
devastating war with Israel in 2006, also waded into the 
dispute last week warning the Jewish state against any attempt 
to plunder Lebanon's offshore gas and oil reserves. 

The United Nations and diplomats are urging both sides 
to exercise restraint and to resolve the matter at the negotiating 
table. The disputed zone consists of about 854 square 
kilometres (330 square miles). 

"It is common to the point of routine for neighbouring 
countries to have ... overlapping claims," a senior State 
Department official said, asking not to be named. 

"There are many mechanisms available to both countries 
to resolve this problem peacefully," he said. "These 
mechanisms range all the way from direct negotiations to 
binding arbitration." 

He and other diplomats interviewed by AFP said that 
even though the rhetoric over the border was heating up, it 
was in no one's interest to start a conflict given the economic 
interests at stake. 

They also pointed out that companies involved in gas 
exploitation will shun the area should the dispute escalate. 

"Companies that do this kind of work avoid working in 
troubled waters like the plague," said the State Department 
official. "They are not looking for legal problems or to be in 
the middle of a dispute." 

Another Western diplomat in Beirut said that although 
legally Lebanon's case appears stronger than that of Israel, it 
was unlikely the issue would be resolved anytime soon. 

Hampering progress is the fact that both countries are 
technically still at war and as such will not negotiate face to 
face. Lebanon also has yet to begin underwater energy 
exploration -- even in territory not contested -- to determine 
what lies under its seabed. 

"Lebanon is lagging way behind Israel on this," the 
Western diplomat said. "It needs to set up the legal framework 
to begin exploration and research." 

Diplomats said the best way to proceed for Lebanon and 
Israel at this point is to let mediation run its course while 
exploring for gas and oil outside the contested area. 

"Clearly, there has got to be a process in the future where 
Lebanon and Israel resolve this (maritime) line," the State 
Department official said. 

"In the meantime, both countries are perfectly free to 
move forward with hydro-carbon exploitation in areas that are 
not under dispute." 
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16. Argentina Developing Nuclear-Powered Submarine 
Argentina has announced it is developing a nuclear-powered submarine, leading to fresh warnings that 
Britain would face an "insurmountable" task if the country invaded the Falkland Islands again. 
(THE TELEGRAPH (UK) 03 AUG 11) ... Robin Yapp 

Arturo Puricelli, the country's defence minister, said the 
project was requested by President Cristina Kirchner and said 
her presidency would be "recalled by history as the beginning 
of a great time for Argentina." 

He indicated that a submarine already previously under 
construction would be the first to be put into operation with 
nuclear propulsion and suggested that others would follow. 

The announcement comes at a time of heightened tension 
over the sovereignty of the Falklands, which British forces 
won back in a 10-week war in 1982 following an Argentine 
invasion. 

Nuclear-powered submarines are considered vastly 
superior to conventional, typically diesel-electric models, 
because they can operate at high speed for long durations and 
do not need to surface frequently. 

As such, they are considered excellent "stealth" options to 
project power and act as a deterrent to potential adversaries. 

Eric Wertheim, author and editor of the US Naval 
Institute's Combat Fleets of the World guide, said: "British 
naval power is at a historic low due to budget cuts and the 
strain of the last decade's combat operations. 

"Certainly, this is a symbol that Argentina has not 
forgotten. They don't want to be seen as a second rate power. 

"I think the way that Britain would be able to protect the 
Falklands would be purely defensive before an attack 
happened. The ability to take the Falklands back once it is 
taken is decreasing monthly. It seemed insurmountable in 
1982 but it seems a lot more insurmountable today." Mr 
Puricelli said Argentina already has the "capacity to develop 

nuclear propulsion for submarines" through its atomic energy 
and nuclear technology programmes. 

"President Cristina Kirchner has requested us to come up 
with a nuclear propulsion development project for our 
submarines," he said in a statement released by his ministry. 

"This brings us to the submarine ARA Santa Fe, which 
has been waiting for some years in the shipyard, which when 
ready will exit not with its original propulsion but with nuclear 
propulsion developed in Argentina." The submarine had been 
due for completion in 2015 as a conventional model but it is 
almost certain to be substantially longer before it can operate 
with nuclear propulsion. 

In June Admiral Sir John "Sandy" Woodward, the head of 
Britain's Naval task force in the 1982 war, warned in a letter to 
*The Daily Telegraph *that defence cuts mean Britain can 
now do "precisely nothing" to prevent Argentina retaking the 
islands. 

Days later President Kirchner labelled Britain a "crude 
colonial power in decline" after David Cameron insisted in 
Parliament that the Falklands should remain British for as long 
as they want. 

Last month Brazil announced it had started work on five 
new submarines, one of which will be nuclear-powered, in a 
project seen as necessary due to its discovery of vast offshore 
oilfields. 

British companies continue to explore the waters of the 
Falklands for oil and any large scale discovery would be 
certain to create further tension with Argentina. 
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PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
17. Naval Academy Hopes To Meet Math And Science Goal 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 03 AUG 11) ... Brian Witte 

ANNAPOLIS, Md. — The U.S. Naval Academy is 
narrowly on track to meet a directive to graduate 65 percent of 
its officers in the class of 2013 with degrees in science, 
technology, engineering or math, the school’s academic dean 
and provost said Wednesday. 

The academy is only able to estimate the number because 
the directive only applies to students who will be 
commissioned as naval officers, not Marines who also attend 
the school. 

“It’ll be close, but we won’t know for another year,” said 
Andrew Phillips, the school’s academic dean. 

The Chief of Naval Personnel directed the academy in 
2007 to reach the goal. In 2007, about 61 percent of the 
academy’s graduates who went on to the Navy earned those 
technical degrees. The class of 2011 graduated students with 
those degrees in the 62-percent range, Phillips said. 

The academy has been trying to increase interest in 
science and technology. It has developed a new cyber-warfare 
curriculum, which includes a blend of computer science, 
electrical engineering and mathematics, in response to the 

subject’s growing importance to national security. The school 
also is enhancing project-based learning, which students tend 
to find more interesting. 

“The excitement of being able to do that is now what’s 
moving a few more midshipmen back into science and 
engineering,” Phillips said. 

Benchmarks for the number of technical majors in the 
Navy have varied over the years. In the early 1980s, the 
academy was required to have 80 percent of its students 
graduate with technical majors. Later that decade, the number 
dropped to 70 percent. In the 1990s, Navy leadership dropped 
the requirement that a specific number of graduates have those 
technical degrees. 

Vice Adm. Michael Miller, the academy’s superintendent, 
noted the re-established benchmark in an annual review of the 
school year published in the July-August issue of Shipmate, 
the magazine of the academy’s alumni association. 

“We are striving to increase STEM major graduates to 65 
percent for all future classes,” he wrote. 
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In his review, Miller also touched on a variety of other 
issues the academy has wrestled with over the past year. 

For example, he noted the academy has streamlined its 
procedures for handling honor code violations. The average 
length of time taken to adjudicate suspected honor code 
violations has been reduced from 49 days to 17 days. 

Miller wrote that the academy strictly enforced its zero-
tolerance drug policy. The academy expelled 15 students over 
the past academic year for use of synthetic marijuana. 

The superintendent also underscored a review of the 
school’s financial management practices in the aftermath of a 
Navy audit last year that found widespread spending 
irregularities. The academy has implemented improvements to 

ensure compliance with Navy and Defense Department 
financial management practices, Miller wrote. 

“Additionally, corrective and administrative actions have 
been taken to address issues raised in the report ... and more 
stringent procedures have been adopted to be more responsible 
stewards of taxpayer and donor resources,” Miller wrote. “I 
am very satisfied with our progress in this important area.” 

The inspector general’s investigation found spending 
from an off-the-books slush fund on tailgate parties and to 
benefit the families of football coaches at a time when the 
academy was trying to retain the coaches. The report also 
found that a school official improperly solicited gifts from a 
donor. The gifts, including watches, sunglasses, coats and 
purses, went to football coaches and their families. 
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18. With Deficit-Reduction Law Signed, Obama To Focus On Creating Jobs 
(KUWAIT NEWS AGENCY 03 AUG 11) 

WASHINGTON -- Having signed the US debt-reduction 
package into law, President Barack Obama will be on the road 
more to focus on the issues of growing the economy and 
creating jobs, White House press secretary Jay Carney said on 
Tuesday. 

While the President in coming weeks will talk about 
reforming tax laws and entitlement programs in order to 
significantly deepen deficit reduction, Obama "will primarily 
focus, as he always does, on growing the economy and 
creating jobs," Carney said. 

The US jobless rate has remained stubbornly high at 9.2 
percent, and some economists predict the United States could 
slip back into recession if leading indicators do not improve 
soon. 

"Going about deficit reduction in the right way is 
conducive to solid economic growth and laying the foundation 
for a better and bigger economy in the future and more jobs," 
Carney said. 

On Friday, Obama will travel to the Washington Navy 
Yard to discuss administration efforts to prepare US veterans 
for the workforce, the White House announced. 

The Budget Control Act of 2011, which Obama signed on 
Tuesday, provides authority to increase the US public debt 
limit by between 2.1 trillion and 2.4 trillion dollars; establishes 

discretionary spending limits for fiscal years 2012-2021; 
requires the House and Senate to each vote on passage of a 
balanced budget amendment to the Constitution; and 
establishes a congressional Joint Select Committee on Deficit 
Reduction. 

That 12-member "super committee" of current House and 
Senate members, chosen by congressional leaders, will be 
charged with finding an additional 1. 

2 trillion dollars in budget cuts by late November. If no 
agreement is reached, automatic cuts would occur in both 
discretionary and defense spending, according to the law. 

Moody's late on Tuesday affirmed its top AAA rating for 
US debt, saying the new law has virtually eliminated the risk 
of default. But Moody's assigned a negative outlook for the 
United States, meaning it could still downgrade US securities, 
though probably not soon. 

Moody's said there would be a risk of downgrade if there 
is "a weakening in fiscal discipline, a deterioration in the 
economic outlook, or if Congress fails to adopt more deficit-
reduction measures in 2013." Investors on Tuesday seemed 
unimpressed by the latest Washington action. The SP 500 fell 
for a seventh day late on Tuesday, crashing through the key 
200-day moving average. The seven days of losses mark the 
longest losing streak since October 2008. 
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19. Under Debt Deal, Military Pay, Veterans Programs In Play For Cuts 
(GOBERNMENT EXECUTIVE 03 AUG 11) ... Bob Brewin 

Military pay raises, funding for veterans health care and 
the Post-9/11 GI Bill could be sacrificed to new fiscal realities 
as the result of the deal signed by President Obama on 
Tuesday to raise the federal debt ceiling, according to the 
Military Officers Association and veterans groups. The law 
requires the federal budget be cut $2.1 trillion over 10 years. 

The White House said it plans to cut $350 billion from the 
Defense Department budget (excluding war funding) over the 
next decade. Retired Air Force Col. Michael Hayden, the 
association's deputy director for government relations, said 
this means "everything is on the table," including military pay. 

While Congress historically has been reluctant to freeze 
military pay, the 2011 Budget Control Act signed by Obama 
on Tuesday makes it clear upfront that military pay is no 
longer off-limits in budget discussions. If the administration 

and Congress fail to make the required reductions then across-
the-board cuts in discretionary funding will be triggered 
through a procedure known as sequestration. The law gives 
the president "authority to exempt any [military] personnel 
account from sequestration" but only if "savings are achieved 
through across-the-board reductions in the remainder of the 
Department of Defense budget," states a House Rules 
Committee analysis of the bill. 

Hayden said, "this leaves pay raises up for grabs" as 
Defense crafts a new budget to meet cuts planned by the 
White House. He also expressed concern that cost-of-living 
increases for military retirees could end up sacrificed in the 
Pentagon budget-cutting process, although by law they are 
protected from sequestration. 
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Retired Air Force Col. Philip Odom, another deputy 
director for government relations at the Military Officers 
Association, said troops could face a pay freeze coming on the 
heels of a small 1.6 percent pay raise in the 2012 budget, the 
"second lowest increase since 1962." 

Keith Weller, a spokesman for the Reserve Officers 
Association, expressed concern that the "super committee" 
Congress must establish to determine the budget cuts will use 
the new strict budget caps to increase fees for the TRICARE 
health insurance program for active-duty and retired military 
personnel. 

"We don't want them to view TRICARE as a cash cow," 
Weller said. In January, then-Secretary of Defense Robert 
Gates called for a "modest" increase in TRICARE premiums, 
which have been frozen at $460 a year for the past 15 years, 
compared to $5,000 a year other federal workers pay for 
health insurance. 

Gates said Defense heath care costs have spiraled to $50 
billion a year from $19 billion a year over the past decade, 
with the 10 million TRICARE beneficiaries accounting for 
much of that increase. 

The budget control law lumps the discretionary budgets 
for the Defense, Homeland Security and Veterans Affairs 
departments, along with the National Nuclear Security 
Administration, the intelligence community management 
account and portions of the State Department budget, in a new 
"security" category capped at $684 billion in fiscal 2012. This 
marks a 6 percent, or $44 billion, cut for those entities, 
according to an analysis by the Heritage Foundation. 

If these departments and agencies do not adhere to the 
budget caps then they would lose funds through the 
sequestration process spread evenly across their budgets, but 
with no clear delineation in how and where cuts would be 
made, the analysis concluded. 

Carl Blake, legislative director of Paralyzed Veterans of 
America, said he has real concerns about the effect the law 
will have on veterans' health care. 

Veterans Affairs Department pension and disability 
programs are fenced off from cuts or sequestration, Blake said, 
but not the massive 247,000 employee Veterans Health 
Administration, which is expected to care for 6.2 million 
patients in 2012. Blake said VHA operates under discretionary 
funding, which makes it a target for cuts. 

Government Executive learned that John Carson, director 
of the White House office of public engagement, met with 
veterans groups, including the America Legion, Disabled 
American Veterans, Iraq and Afghanistan Veterans of 
America and the Wounded Warrior Project, to assure them 
that veterans compensation programs will be safe from 
sequestration. 

But Joseph Chenelly, assistant national communications 
director for the Disabled American Veterans, said Carson did 
not address whether VHA or the Post-9/11GI Bill would be 
safe from cuts. Joseph Violante, legislative director for the 
group, said that despite the White House statements, "nothing 
reassures me that veterans programs are safe from cuts." 

Ed Meagher, vice president for health care strategy at 
Computer Sciences Corp. and a former VA deputy chief 
information officer, said he doubted VA's requested $3 billion 
for information technology spending in 2012 will take much 
of a hit as the department counts on IT to save money through 
automation of manual processes, including the disability 
claims system. "At most, the IT budget might get nicked for 
$100 million," Meagher said. 

He agreed that VHA funding faces cuts under the budget 
control act, and predicted those would come from new mental 
health projects, a number of which have been adopted to care 
for Afghanistan and Iraq veterans suffering from post-
traumatic stress disorder and traumatic brain injury. New 
projects, Meagher said, are easier to cut than established ones. 

VA requested $6.1 billion for mental health care in its 
2012 budget and $6.4 billion in its 2013 budget, both which 
account just under 15 percent of the overall health care budget 
of $46 billion in each of those years. Nextgov reported in 
March that more than half the Afghanistan and Iraq veterans 
treated by VA last year received care for mental health 
problems, roughly four times the rate of the general 
population. 

Paul Rieckhoff, executive director of the Iraq and 
Afghanistan Veterans of America, told a hearing of the Senate 
Veterans Affairs Committee that the nation faces a $1 trillion 
long-term bill to care for veterans of those wars and warned 
against slashing program funding "in a shortsighted rush." 

VA requested $11.1 billion for the Post-9/11 GI Bill in 
2012, up $2.1 billion from 2011, with more than 260,000 
veterans enrolled in the college year that just ended. 

Michael Dakduk, executive director of the Student 
Veterans of America, said he is worried that budget hawks 
will flail the program. 

Dakduk, a Marine veteran who served tours in both 
Afghanistan and Iraq, said that Congress supports projects like 
the GI Bill when the memories of war are fresh, but when 
those fade, attention shifts from caring for veterans to 
balancing the budget. 

Hayden predicted an intense round of lobbying as various 
groups work to protect their piece of a smaller pie. But, he 
said, the stark reality is "everyone will have to suffer a little 
bit." 
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20. Disabled Americans, Wounded Warriors Key in Reducing FLC Backlog 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 03 AUG 11) ... Candice Villarreal, NAVSUP Fleet Logistics Center San Diego 

SAN DIEGO -- NAVSUP Fleet Logistics Center 
(NAVSUP FLC) San Diego announced Aug. 1 that eight 
disabled Americans have found full-time employment through 
an ongoing task order for contract management support 
(CMS) services between the command and National Industries 
for the Blind (NIB). 

The CMS services, provided to the Navy by NIB through 
the AbilityOne program, include validation of contract 
payments and funding status, confirmation of receipt and 
acceptance of goods and services by government customers, 
and completion of required documentation to properly close 
out contracts. 
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Since the contract was initially awarded to NIB in 
September 2010, the Navy has seen a 1,000-contract close-out 
backlog reduction. 

The CMS program allows Navy contract professionals to 
perform essential contract tasks without the additional 
administrative burdens associated with routine contract close-
outs. As of June, NIB personnel have dedicated more than 
4,000 hours to the contract close-out process. 

"This arrangement with NIB frees up time for our 
contracting personnel to focus on other important aspects of 
our operations," said Rear Adm. Mark Heinrich, commander, 
Naval Supply Systems Command and chief of Supply Corps. 
"Moreover, the citizens performing these beneficial functions 
— blind Americans, wounded warriors and service-disabled 
veterans — are getting the chance to contribute to the Nation's 
defense through this partnership. I couldn't be happier." 

The support services also allow the government to recover 
funds that were obligated, but not expended, during the course 
of contract completion and return them to the U.S. Treasury. 

"Any situation that benefits the Navy and provides jobs 
for disabled Americans simultaneously is certainly a win-
win," Heinrich said. 

The program has generated benefits not only for the 
Navy, but for the AbilityOne Program and individual 
communities, as well. Between San Diego and Philadelphia, a 
total of 13 disabled Americans have been placed in full-time 
positions in the upwardly-mobile contracting profession as a 
direct result of the award. 

Representatives from AbilityOne said they recognize the 
Navy's support and appreciate the new partnership. 

"The Navy, under [Rear Adm.] Mark Heinrich's 
leadership, was one of the early adopters of the AbilityOne 
contract close-out program," said Kevin Lynch, president and 
chief executive officer for NIB. "This single act of advocacy 
has given several individuals who are blind the opportunity to 
have meaningful contracting jobs, and to fully utilize their 
skills and abilities. These knowledge-based jobs are a critical 
part of NIB's efforts to serve the blindness community and it is 
through the Navy's support of the CMS program that we can 
fulfill our employment mission." 

NAVSUP FLC San Diego, one of seven fleet logistics 
centers under NAVSUP Global Logistics Support (NAVSUP 
GLS), provides global logistics, business and support services 
to fleet, shore and industrial commands of the Navy, Coast 
Guard, Military Sealift Command, and other Joint and Allied 
Forces. Services include contracting, regional transportation, 
fuel, material management, household goods movement 
support, postal and consolidated mail, warehousing, global 
logistics and husbanding, hazardous material management, 
and integrated logistics support. 

NAVSUP GLS comprises more than 5,700 military and 
civilian logistics professionals, contractors and foreign 
nationals operating as a single cohesive team providing global 
logistics services from 110 locations worldwide. 

A component of the Naval Supply Systems Command 
headquartered in Mechanicsburg, Pa., NAVSUP GLS is part 
of a worldwide logistics network of more than 22,500 military 
and civilian personnel providing combat capability through 
logistics. 
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21. Iraq War Crime Cases Linger For Two Camp Pendleton Marines 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 04 AUG 11) ... Gretel C. Kovach 

The war in Iraq has entered its twilight phase as the last 
U.S. troops prepare to head home, but legal battles for two 
Camp Pendleton Marines implicated in prominent war crimes 
cases are dragging on. 

Both deal with former infantry squad leaders accused in 
the slaying of one or more Iraqi civilians in the far western 
province of Anbar, during the height of the insurgency. 

Sgt. Lawrence Hutchins III was convicted in 2007 by a 
military jury of murder and other crimes relating to the death 
of an unarmed Iraqi man the previous year in Hamdaniya. 
Hutchins was accused of being the ringleader of eight 
servicemen who plotted to capture and kill an insurgent bomb 
layer. 

When they couldn’t find the man at home, they kidnapped 
a neighbor instead, shot him and planted a shovel and gun at 
the scene, according to court testimony. 

Hutchins, who was demoted to the rank of private and 
sent to Fort Leavenworth to complete an 11-year sentence, has 
been on a legal roller coaster since then. Last year, his 
conviction was dismissed by the U.S. Navy-Marine Corps 
Court of Appeals, which determined that the Marine did not 
receive a fair trial because a lawyer was improperly excused 
from his defense. 

After four years of incarceration, Hutchins was released 
from military prison. Eight months later, however, he was sent 
back to the brig when a higher military appeals court 

overruled the dismissal and directed the lower court to 
reconsider. 

Last month, the Naval Clemency and Parole Board 
approved Hutchins’ request for early release, but the decision 
was later overruled, the Navy disclosed this week. 

Assistant Secretary of the Navy Juan Garcia decided: “the 
offenses for which private Hutchins was convicted require his 
continued confinement to ensure he is sufficiently punished 
and to deter others from similar conduct.” 

Of the eight charged in the Hamdaniya case, Hutchins is 
the only one who has served longer than 18 months. The 
others struck plea deals or were found guilty of lesser crimes. 

Supporters in Oceanside and elsewhere rallied behind 
Hutchins and the “Camp Pendleton Eight,” but Navy Secretary 
Ray Mabus described him in 2009 as the instigator of 
premeditated murder. 

Marine Maj. Babu Kaza, Hutchins’ lawyer, said the Navy 
Department’s ruling “sends a message to every Marine on the 
ground right now in Afghanistan that their actions in combat 
will not be evaluated by a fair and objective system of justice, 
but by a system which can be controlled and exploited to 
advance a political agenda.” 

Hutchins remains confined to the brig at Miramar Marine 
Corps Air Station. After he was convicted, he expressed 
remorse about the killing. When his request for early release 
was denied, Hutchins said: “I’m at a loss for words … this 
really hurts.” 
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His wife, Reyna Hutchins, who is expecting their second 
child in October, said the ordeal had devastated their family. 
My husband “served his time honorably and should be home,” 
she said. 

He is expected to be eligible to request parole again 
around May 2012, said Lt. Alana Garas, a Navy 
spokeswoman. 

In the other Iraq case, Staff Sgt. Frank Wuterich has been 
charged with manslaughter and other crimes relating to the 
deaths of 24 civilians, including women and children, in 
Haditha in 2005. 

After a roadside bombing killed a Marine, Wuterich and 
his squad fought their way into nearby homes. Some accused 
them of a massacre and a U.S. congressman said they killed 
“in cold blood.” Wuterich pleaded not guilty. None of the 
seven others charged in the case was convicted of a crime. 

Wuterich serves at Camp Pendleton while he awaits court 
martial. It was scheduled for June 27, but has been delayed. 

Earlier this year, Wuterich’s attorneys asked that his case 
be dismissed because of the improper release of his military 
counsel. A judge admitted an error but denied the motion, 
according to the judge advocate general’s staff for U.S. 
Marine Corps Central Command. 

The Marines declined to release the judge’s decision to 
the public. “The judge’s ruling falls under the protective order 
that prohibits the release of any documents or information that 
could in any way prejudice the ongoing case,” said Lt. Col. 
Joseph Kloppel. 

Gary Solis, a former Camp Pendleton judge who teaches 
the law of war at Georgetown University, said he thinks 
Hutchins is at the end of the road in his legal struggle, but the 
prospect of a conviction in Wuterich’s case has grown remote 
in intervening years. 

“The outcome of the trial is now weighted in favor of the 
accused because of this gross delay,” Solis said. “By now 
witnesses’ memory will have faded, and evidence would have 
grown stale.” 
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FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE//PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
22. Pentagon Halts Flight Operations Of Lockheed Martin F-35s 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 03 AUG 11) ... David Lerman 

The Pentagon today suspended ground and flight 
operations of Lockheed Martin Corp. (LMT)’s F-35 Joint 
Strike Fighter following a power failure on a plane at Edwards 
Air Force Base, California. 

The suspension grounds all 20 F-35’s that have flying 
status, said Pentagon spokesman Joe DellaVedova in a written 
statement. The plane’s Integrated Power Package, a turbo 
machine that provides power to start the engine, failed during 
an engine run yesterday, forcing an engine shutdown, he said. 
No injuries to the pilot or ground crew occurred. 

The incident involved the AF-4 variant of the 
conventional- takeoff-and-landing fighter jet. 

The government and contractor engineering teams are 
reviewing the data from the incident “to determine the root 
cause of the failure,” said DellaVedova. A decision on lifting 

the suspension will be made “once the facts are understood,” 
he said. 

“We are working hard to resolve the issue,” said Mike 
Rein, a Lockheed Martin spokesman, who declined further 
comment. 

The F-35, the Pentagon’s most expensive weapons 
program, may be a target for budget cuts. The Defense 
Department will have to find about $325 billion in cuts over 
the next 10 years in the first phase of a $2.4 trillion deficit-
reduction agreement approved by Congress. 

The Pentagon currently plans to spend $382 billion to buy 
2,457 of the stealth jets in different versions for the Navy, Air 
Force and Marine Corps. 

Before leaving office in June, former Defense Secretary 
Robert Gates said the Pentagon may need to reconsider how 
many planes should be purchased. 

Return to Index 
 

23. Unmanned 'River Drones' Could Be Used For IED Detection, Port Security 
(STARS AND STRIPES 03 AUG 11) ... Seth Robson 

TOKYO — The U.S. military is preparing to launch a 
“river drone” that will move upstream ahead of special 
operations troops to conduct surveillance missions and look 
for ambushes and improvised explosive devices. 

The 6-foot, 85-pound Modular Unmanned Surface Craft 
Littoral will be tested by personnel from the U.S. Navy’s 
Riverine Force Group 1 in Norfolk, Va., this summer, 
according to Capt. Duane Ashton of the Navy’s Unmanned 
Maritime Systems Program Office. 

“This approach will add needed flexibility and reduce risk 
to our most expensive human assets,” said retired Lt. Col. 
David Johnson, executive director of the Center for Advanced 
Defense Studies. 

Three of the river craft — which are small enough to be 
carried — were built by the Navy for $700,000 each, although 
production costs would likely change if they were 

manufactured in bulk by a defense contractor, Navy officials 
said. 

Such vessels could be useful tools for U.S. forces, who 
can expect to operate on rivers during future operations, 
Johnson said in an email. 

“Many of the world’s largest port facilities are on rivers 
near densely populated urban centers,” he said. “In emerging 
economies, the river transportation network is essential to 
economic development. Further, rivers are a vital source of 
water and food in an increasingly competitive world.” 

U.S. forces operated on rivers in Vietnam and, more 
recently, in Iraq. 

A remotely-operated river craft could be useful for a 
variety of missions, including port and dam security, counter-
piracy operations, military deception, computer network 
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operations and maritime operations in extreme conditions, 
Johnson said. 

The U.S. military has used unmanned aircraft to perform 
numerous missions in Iraq and Afghanistan. However, a river 
drone might have advantages over an unmanned aircraft for 
certain missions and in certain weather conditions, Johnson 
said. For example, a river drone might have the ability to 
sample water conditions beneath the surface. 

“Rivers are not the only part of the littoral where these 
could operate,” he said. “Deltas, estuaries, lakes and canals are 
part of the ecosystem.” 

The drones could counter criminal and terrorist 
infiltration and strategic actions by a conventional enemy, he 
said. 

“Can these boats be used to protect a pontoon bridge used 
by a land force crossing a river? Possibly,” he said. “Could 
they be used to attack such a bridge or a dam under obscure 
and difficult conditions without risking manpower? 
Definitely.” 

View Clip (RT: 1:07) 
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24. US UAV Programme Updates 
(FLIGHT GLOBAL (UK) 03 AUG 11) ... Zach Rosenberg 

The US military, the most powerful defence organisation 
on the planet, is set to account for 69% of worldwide UAV 
procurement in the next decade, according to the Teal Group 
consultancy, and 77% of research and development spending. 
Though the US plans to withdraw completely from its two 
wars over the next several years, US UAVs will have a 
presence over Iraq and Afghanistan for decades to come. And 
the rise of China brings increased pressure to bear on maritime 
forces. 

So for UAV procurement it is full speed ahead. One of the 
major, and possibly most transformative programmes ongoing 
is the long-awaited unmanned carrier-launched surveillance 
and strike (UCLASS), the Navy's first large-scale introduction 
of UAV capabilities to a seaborne fleet. The programme is still 
in its infancy; pre-Milestone-A efforts are ongoing. A broad 
agency announcement contract for study was awarded to four 
companies: Boeing, Northrop Grumman, Lockheed Martin 
and General Atomics Aeronautical (GA-ASI). 

Each of the four awardees has a fairly obvious contender 
for the role: Northrop Grumman, in particular, is flying the X-
47B unmanned combat air system demonstrator (UCAS-D), 
which will be the first fixed-wing UAV to land on an aircraft 
carrier. Boeing's similar entry is the Phantom Ray, currently in 
testing at Edwards Air Force Base. GA-ASI can enter the 
Avenger, a souped-up, jet-powered model of the ubiquitous 
Predator. Yet none of the awardees has selected an aircraft to 
move forward in the broad agency announcement, fuelling 
speculation of a clean-sheet design. 

"The interesting thing when you look at X-47B, which is 
what people thought the shape of things to come was to be, 
and you look at what UCLASS is, they strike me as very 
different," says Ron Stearns, research director at aerospace 
analysis firm G2. "UCLASS, it strikes me as smaller, it strikes 
me as longer on station, perhaps higher operation altitude, 
slower, and much more of an ISR (intelligence, surveillance 
and reconnaissance) emphasis." 

The Navy already operates several vertical take-off and 
landing UAVs in the form of the Northrop Grumman MQ-8B; 
three are deployed to northeast Afghanistan, where they 
largely support Army soldiers, while one is deployed on the 
USS Halyburton and another, flying from Halyburon, went 
down over Libya in June. Despite the backlog of MQ-8Bs and 
an apparently forthcoming order for the MQ-8C - an improved 
version based on a new airframe - the navy has an open tender 
for a replacement. The replacement is called the medium 

range maritime UAS (MRMUAS), and entry into service is 
planned for 2018-19. 

The newest stumbling block in the navy's programme is 
the possible inclusion of the army. The army had a similar 
requirement under the now-cancelled future combat systems 
(FCS) programme. After making do with the RQ-7 Shadow, 
the army has re-declared its interest and is studying a joint buy 
with the navy. 

"We began working in earnest with the navy about six 
months ago when it became clear that we were both 
embarking down similar paths to pursue VTOL tech," says 
Tim Owings, deputy programme manager of army vertical 
take-off and landing systems. "At the time it was true and 
perceived that the navy was ahead of the army in the 
acquisition process." 

The contest is still open but several clear contenders have 
emerged, and first among them is Northrop Grumman's MQ-
8C. The -8B, based on the Schweizer 333, has been criticised 
for its lack of range and carrying capacity. In response, 
Northrop Grumman migrated the software to another platform, 
the Bell 407, leading to vast increases in performance. Boeing 
is likely to put forward the A160, and EADS has briefed the 
army on its own options. 

The performance specifications of the possible entries 
differ widely, largely because programme definitions have not 
yet been solidified. Requirements concerning lift capacity, 
endurance, range and even intended function are not yet 
written in stone. 

"We were always going to be ISR-focused with some 
fairly high endurance and range. We also look at cargo and 
resupply as a secondary role," says Owings. "I think we're 
going to consider internal versus external sling load capacity 
and it's going to inform the decision, but not to the point that it 
harms the ISR portion of the contract." Both army and navy 
are examining possibilities for weaponisation, he adds. 

The navy has another ongoing contract, the small tactical 
unmanned aircraft system (STUAS/Tier II) to provide 
replacements for an ISR services contract that was fulfilled by 
the Boeing/Insitu Scan Eagle. The winner of STUAS was 
selected in 2010 - Boeing/Insitu with a Scan Eagle follow-on, 
the Integrator. The Integrator systems, however, will not be 
ready for years to come. 

So the navy has issued a request for information for a 
bridge capability to fulfil the Scan Eagle's current role, until 
Integrator reaches initial operating capability. The navy will 
award several service contracts instead of the usual single 
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contract; it is not through fault of the Scan Eagle, the navy 
explains. 

"The Scan Eagle system has met all requirements to date. 
The current ISR Services contract period of performance is 
coming to an end, and the follow-on contract will be 
competitively awarded," says Col Jim Rector, STUAS 
programme manager for the navy and Marine Corps. "The 
multiple award approach complies with DoD [Depart of 
Defense] acquisition regulations and policies." 

There are other, less-defined programmes forthcoming. 
The air force will be seeking a Predator replacement with the 
MQ-X programme, which has few defined specifications other 
than a similar but improved capability. The large, stealthy 
Next Generation Bomber may or may not be optionally 
manned - the jury is still out on that, though it appears 
increasingly likely. The army's rotary-wing procurement 
roadmap lays out a scenario in which its helicopters are 

updated with optionally piloted capability, and new 
helicopters are delivered with the same capability built in. 

Programs of Record represent the acquisition programmes 
the US military puts in the public sphere; but they are not the 
only programmes ongoing. Major programmes in the 
influential and cash-rich special operations and intelligence 
worlds are often shrouded in secrecy, and sometimes their 
very existence is classified. As such, it can be difficult to 
assemble a comprehensive list of open tenders for UAVs. 

But it seems certain that bright days lie ahead for the 
UAV manufacturing business. As the military becomes 
increasingly familiar with them and technical maturity 
continues to increase, UAVs will take on more and more roles, 
leading to new procurement plans for innovative aircraft. Any 
possibility of a calming in the industry's rapid rate of growth 
lies beyond the foreseeable future. For now, at least, the sky is 
the limit. 
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25. Northrop Fixes Major Flaws In Navy Drone 
(AOL DEFENSE 02 AUG 11) ... Carlo Munoz 

Washington - The Navy has fixed the fatal flaws that put 
the future of its newest unmanned drone in jeopardy, and is 
now on track to get the aircraft into final testing by the end of 
this year. 

The FireScout unmanned aerial vehicle earned a scathing 
review by DoD's test and evaluation shop during 2009 test 
flights. 

In the June 29 review sent to Capitol Hill, Michael 
Gilmore, director of the testing and evaluation directorate, said 
the aircraft was unfit to perform real-time intelligence 
gathering operations, due to the "fragile nature" of the UAV's 
communication and data links. 

Gilmore's report cast a shadow over the expensive drone 
program, at a time when DoD is looking to tighten spending 
on big-ticket service programs. 

The FireScout often struggled to even get off the deck 
during maritime operations, according to the June report. 
While flying off the Navy frigate USS Halyburton, the UAV 
was continually plagued by "late launches and interrupted 
flights," according to Gilmore. 

The reason was that communications links from the ship 
to the UAV would "drop out unexpectedly," forcing Navy 
personnel to delay the flights or scrub them entirely, Gilmore 
wrote. As a result, FireScout achieved a hapless 54 percent 
mission success rate during its time on the Halyburton. 

That failure also put in doubt the Pentagon's goal of 
having the FireScout average 300 flight hours a month once it 
was fully operational. 

But Northrop Grumman says the datalink failures on the 
Halyburton had nothing to do with the drone or the ship-board 
communication system. 

The problem was one of the two antennas on the ship 
malfunctioned, causing the connections to break down, 
George Vardoulakis, vice president for tactical unmanned 
systems, told us. "It was just a bad piece of hardware," he said. 

The company has since gone back and fixed the antenna 
and FireScout has not experienced any failures since, 
Vardoulakis said. 

During the most recent round of flight tests in 
Afghanistan, beginning in May, FireScout exceeded the 300-
hour mark each month during the three-month drill. By the 
end of July, the drone had logged nearly 400 hours in the air. 

During that time, the UAV did not experience a single 
loss of communication, according to Vardoulakis. "Most of 
what was said in that report has been fixed. It is behind us," he 
said. 

But program officials still have to fix some maintenance 
and supply chain issues before the FireScout enters 
operational evaluation testing -- the final step before full 
deployment -- at the end of this year. 

"Those are still real issues that we and the Navy are 
dealing with," he said. 
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26. Relieved Collins, BIW Workers Look Optimistically To Future 
(BRUNSWICK (ME) TIMES RECORD 03 AUG 11) ... Seth Koenig 

BATH — Veteran Bath Iron Works shipbuilders said 
Wednesday that a recent multi-billion-dollar agreement 
between the shipyard and Navy will help secure the long-term 
viability of the company by supplying enough work to keep 
younger employees on the job. 

With job security, younger shipyard workers can position 
themselves to assume responsibilities of workers likely to 
retire in the not-too-distant future. 

Clint Downer, a union representative for Local S6 of the 
Machinists union and an electrician with 13 years experience 
at BIW, said the average age of a Bath shipbuilder is 52. More 
than 60 percent of the shipyard’s workers have been employed 
there for more than 20 years. 

That places BIW within a dozen or so years of a mass 
retirement, he suggested. With the $3 billion or more now 
slated to flow to the shipyard for more work on the futuristic 
DDG-1000 program, there will be revenues and the work load 
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necessary to support a new generation of machinists to replace 
the outgoing hard hats. 

“This’ll help us bring in younger people,” agreed Kelly 
Ammons, another Local S6 union representative and 
electrician with 20 years experience at BIW. “We need to get 
new workers in here before we all retire.” 

Talk about the future of the shipyard and their union 
membership took place outside Local S6’s Washington Street 
headquarters Wednesday following a visit by U.S. Sen. Susan 
Collins, R-Maine. Collins came to the union hall to celebrate a 
memorandum of agreement reached last week between BIW 
and the Navy on contract terms for the second and third ships 
in the DDG-1000 program. 

Local S6 is the largest labor union at Bath Iron Works 
with more than 3,500 members. The shipyard employs 
approximately 5,700 people, and is the state’s largest single-
site private employer. 

“It’s great news not just for the shipbuilders, but the 
sandwich makers and the newspaper printers,” Downer told a 
reporter from The Times Record. “If this shipyard went out of 
business, what would be left here?” 

Fellow Local S6 rep Paul Hastings said the contract 
agreement gave shipyard workers “a big sigh of relief.” 

According to Collins, the shipbuilders’ concerns were not 
extreme. During her midday talk at the union hall Wednesday, 
the senator described how delays in the contract award pushed 
the lucrative destroyer program to the brink of elimination. 

Collins said she brought BIW President Jeff Geiger, Navy 
acquisition chief Sean Stackley and others to her office for a 
“pivotal” two-hour meeting on the impasse in late May. 

“I said to both sides, ‘The stakes are too high,’” Collins 
told a crowd of shipbuilders and reporters Wednesday. “(I 
said), ‘If you don’t work something out, we risk losing that 
money for the shipyard forever, and that would translate into 
massive layoffs at Bath Iron Works and the Navy losing ships 
it desperately needs.” 

The official contract for the two ships will likely be 
signed in mid-September, Collins said, but the memorandum 

allows the Navy to release funding to the shipyard so work can 
begin on the massive, state-of-the-art destroyers. 

Many industry analysts felt the contract for the DDG-
1001 and DDG-1002 should have been finalized as many as 
18 months ago, but as Collins said Wednesday, negotiations 
between BIW and the Navy reached a perilous “stalemate.” 

Collins said pressure mounted in recent months as debate 
in Washington intensified about raising the government’s debt 
ceiling, and lawmakers began rooting about for undesignated 
money they could cut from the federal budget. 

“I was really worried,” she said Wednesday. “Any money 
that was not already obligated, under contract or otherwise 
nailed down was in jeopardy of being swept away in those 
debt ceiling negotiations.” 

Collins told the Local S6 members in attendance that their 
efficiency and work quality on the deck plates made 
advocating for the shipyard in the Capitol “easy.” While she 
said BIW and Navy negotiators struggled to reach common 
ground on per unit ship costs — the destroyer program was 
reduced from seven to three ships in recent years, and the 
costs per vessel increased as a result — the quality of the Bath 
work force was never in question. 

Bath Iron Works is already building the flagship DDG-
1000, and had purchased some lead materials for the second 
and third ships with advance money forwarded by the Navy 
through modifications to that initial contract. 

Collins told union members the memorandum of 
agreement is a “tribute to the outstanding, high quality work 
that you do.” 

Jean Belanger, a shipfitter from Lisbon Falls with nine 
years experience at BIW, said the mood at the shipyard 
improved considerably since the agreement was announced 
last week. 

“I got two (pink slips) last year because they didn’t have 
enough work to keep us busy,” he said. “People are a lot 
happier now because the jobs here are more secure.” 
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27. Layoffs Averted At Electric Boat 
Skilled Trade Workers Can Keep Jobs By Relocating To Virginia 
(HARTFORD COURAND 03 AUG 11) ... Mara Lee 

A hundred skilled trade workers facing layoffs at Electric 
Boat in Groton will be able to keep working, though they'll 
have to travel to Portsmouth, Va., to do so, Rep. Joe Courtney, 
D-2d District, announced. 

Electric Boat had said earlier this year that the workers 
would be laid off in September as repair projects ended and as 
the latest submarine under construction was completed. 

"This extra work is critical to maintaining the base of 
highly skilled production workers at Electric Boat because it 
helps to offset some of the impact from several large 
submarine maintenance and modernization jobs that recently 
finished or are close to completion," said Kevin J. Poitras, 
senior vice president at Electric Boat for engineering, design 
and business development. "So far this year the work that 

Congressman Courtney has secured for EB at the naval 
shipyards has saved hundreds of jobs, and allowed the 
company to at least postpone layoffs for hundreds more." 

Under the terms of the contract, Electric Boat will provide 
about 100 skilled trades workers to perform maintenance and 
repair work on the USS Truman (CVN-75) and the USS 
George W. Bush (CVN-77). 

Compared to EB's November 2010 staffing outlook, 
approximately 250 jobs have been saved through maintenance 
and repair work that Courtney negotiated. 

Courtney said he will continue to talk with the Navy to 
find work to save submarine-related trades jobs. Overall, 
employment has grown at the defense contractor in Groton, as 
the company hires hundreds of engineers. 
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28. San Antonio Ready For Work-Ups, Navy Says 
(NAVY TIMES 03 AUG 11) ... William H. McMichael 

With nearly two years of repairs now completed — 
“fully” completed, officials insist — the amphibious transport 
dock San Antonio began the first phase of pre-deployment 
training Wednesday morning at Naval Station Norfolk, Va. 

But in yet another indictment of former lead repair 
contractor Earl Industries of Norfolk, Naval Sea Systems 
Command revealed Wednesday that in addition to fixing leaks 
found on all four main propulsion engines in July during a 
post-repair at-sea training period, it had discovered “multiple 
instances of incomplete or incorrectly completed work” by 
Earl that also had to be repaired. 

The newly discovered problems included foreign material 
exclusion plugs left in the drain piping system, use of incorrect 
material and improper installation and sealing of gaskets, 
NAVSEA said. 

The Navy canceled its San Antonio-class multi-ship, 
multi-option maintenance contract with Earl in May, citing a 
“loss of confidence in Earl Industries’ ability to successfully 
complete repairs to LPD 17 class ships.” The latest findings, 

NAVSEA said, “are consistent with NAVSEA’s decision to 
cancel Earl Industries’ contract.” 

San Antonio, delivered incomplete to the Navy in 2005 
and deployed only once due to widespread problems, got 
underway July 6 for at-sea training following post-repair sea 
trials touted as successful by Navy officials. 

But shipboard personnel discovered leaking gaskets on an 
engine cooling system and leaking fuel-oil containers known 
as leak-off boxes. The new problems forced an engine 
shutdown, a premature halt to at-sea training, a canceled port 
visit and a July 16 return to Norfolk for unscheduled repairs. 

The ship got underway Monday for testing of the repairs, 
completed by Norfolk Naval Shipyard workers, and returned 
to port Wednesday morning, NAVSEA said. With success 
declared, Afloat Training Group Atlantic trainers were cleared 
to board the ship and begin the basic phase, a combination of 
in-port and at-sea assessment and training that lasts 20 weeks, 
said Lt. Cmdr. Bill Urban of Naval Surface Force Atlantic. 
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BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
29. Seafair Parade Of Ships From USS Bonhomme Richard 
(SEATTLE POST-INTELLIGENCER 03 AUG 11) ... Joshua Trujillo 

Wednesday a parade of U.S. Navy, Coast Guard and 
Canadian Navy ships pulled into downtown Seattle. Sailors 
manned the rails of the massive military ships as they passed 
the brass and dignitaries gathered at Pier 66. 

Aircraft flew overhead as the vessels made an impressive 
entrance into Elliott Bay. 

The lead ship, the USS Bonhomme Richard, is an 
amphibious assault ship used by the Navy that can deploy and 
land Marines. The Bonhomme Richard is 844 feet long and 
has a crew of 1,108. It also can transport 1,894 Marines. 

Also aboard the Bonhomme Richard were 21 members of 
the Army, Navy and Air Force that were sworn in as U.S. 
citizens during a naturalization ceremony. The military 
members granted citizenship Wednesday aboard the ship were 
from the Phillipines, Micronesia, Vietnam, Chile, Cameroon, 
El Salvador, Equador, China, Kazakhstan, India, Israel, 

Panama, Guyana, Jamaica, Burkina Faso and American 
Samoa. 

More than 5,000 sailors were granted shore leave from 
their homes on the water so expect to see sailors around town 
this week. 

Tours of the ships are available as part of the Seafair 
festivities. For more information on tours go to the Seafair 
website. 

Here is a panoramic image showing some of the aircraft 
on the flight deck of the Bonhomme Richard 

View Gallery (33 Photos) 
Video/Photos - Seafair Parade of Ships, Navy/USCG 

fly-bys 
(WEST SEATTLE BLOG 03 AUG 11) 
A collection of video clips and photos from the Seafair 

Fleet Parade of Ships. 
View Photos & Clips 
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30. A Beautiful Day For Flying — Even Upside Down 
(SEATTLE TIMES 04 AUG 11) ... Amy Harris 

As Lt. Col. John Klatt hurtled at 250 mph above sparkling 
Puget Sound in his two-person Air Guard Extra 300 L stunt 
plane, the 44-year-old aerobatic pilot was grinning. 

So was his sole passenger: Me. 
But all I could think of was the operation manager's 

detailed instructions before takeoff on how to deploy my 
emergency parachute. Fortunately, I wouldn't need it. 

Klatt took members of the media on ride-alongs 
Wednesday as part of the Air National Guard's weeklong 
recruitment tour of Seattle for the annual Seafair festival. 

Cruising through the sky at breakneck speeds is part of Klatt's 
daily job, but it was a once-in-a-lifetime ride for me. 

"You ready to go upside down?" Klatt's voice crackled 
into my headset. 

"Yeah!" I gulped, clenching my legs and praying that I 
wouldn't make too many grotesque faces into the nickel-sized 
camera inches from my face. 

Klatt, 44, guided the single-engine blue-and-gold plane 
into a perfect barrel roll, where we hung suspended in negative 
gravity and dangled from our seats. The vast expanse of 
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cloudless azure sky was indistinguishable from the 
shimmering water of the Sound. 

Klatt righted the plane and accelerated into a loop, where 
the aircraft's nose hurled straight toward the sun and then 
arched backward in a graceful spiral. We were at 6Gs — six 
times the force of gravity — with a pressure that cemented my 
cheeks against my face and rendered my entire body 
immobile. 

Klatt dipped into a few more rolls and corkscrews as we 
glided over the water toward the U.S.S. Bonhomme Richard, 
an amphibious Navy assault ship that was entering Seattle for 
the annual Seafair Parade of Ships. 

"Isn't this amazing?" he said. "Flying's like magic." 
Flying has been in Klatt's blood since he was a kid. His 

father was a jet mechanic and would take the young Klatt to 
Oshkosh, Wis., to see air shows. Klatt idolized the pilots who 
would plunge into free falls and barrel rolls — "they were 
heroes" — and vowed that he, too, would learn to fly. 

He took his first flying lesson before his freshman year at 
the University of Minnesota. After graduating, Klatt joined the 
Air National Guard. He was deployed to Iraq in 2005, 2007 
and 2009 and flew reconnaissance and close air-support 
missions out of Balad Air Base, about 50 miles northwest of 
Baghdad. 

"It was a huge opportunity for me to serve my country 
and be part of something so much bigger than myself," he 
said. Plus, Klatt got to fly a pilot's dream aircraft — an F-16 
Falcon fighter jet — "one of the best jet planes in the world." 

In 1990, Klatt started to fly aerobatics, and he has been 
touring the country performing in air shows from April to 
November to promote and recruit for the Air Guard. 

He will be in Seattle flying with the Blue Angels over 
Lake Washington until Monday. 

"Every time I get in an airplane, I think, what a gift," he 
said. "Not a lot of people can live in the sky and see the views 
that we see." 
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31. Inside Dodgertown: Navy Day 
(LOS ANGLES DODGERS 04 AUG 11) 

The Dodgers paid tribute to the men and women of the 
U.S. Navy before and during their July 30th matchup vs. the 
D-backs. 

View Clip (RT: 3:12) 
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32. Sasebo's New Solar Panels Helping Navy Base Reduce Its Carbon Footprint 
(STARS AND STRIPES 04 AUG 11) ... Matthew M. Burke 

SASEBO NAVAL BASE, Japan — About a year ago, 
officials placed the base’s first energy-saving solar panels atop 
some buildings. On Thursday, they celebrated the one-year 
anniversary by adding 333 more to the Navy Exchange’s roof. 

The 76.59 kilowatt photovoltaic system is designed to 
generate approximately 80 percent of the building’s power 
during peak daytime hours, according to Sasebo’s energy 
manager Jonathan Currie. 

When fully operational, the system will generate 100 
megawatt hours of energy annually, Currie said, or the annual 
consumption of nine homes in the U.S. 

The base’s movie theater and public works buildings were 
the first facilities on base to don the panels. 

The new system, which was christened during a ribbon-
cutting ceremony Thursday, brings the total number of panels 
on base to 725, or enough energy for 18 homes. 

At first glance, the savings will seem minimal considering 
the giant $600,000 monthly electric bill racked up the base, 
Currie said. But coupled with future measures, the systems 
could reduce the base’s carbon footprint down the road. In 
September, base officials will launch a yearlong wind turbine 
feasibility study at one of the outlying fuel facilities. 

Currie smiled as the sun beat down on the Japanese 
contractors and base personnel at Thursday’s ceremony, 
forcing them to scramble for the shade. 

“The NEX is probably getting all of their power from the 
panels right now,” he said. “They’re off the grid.” 
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33. Guam Gets NOAA Grant To Protect Coral During Buildup 
(STARS AND STRIPES 03 AUG 11) 

Guam was awarded a $567,000 grant this week from the 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration to 
conserve the territory’s coral reefs during a U.S. military 
buildup planned in the coming years, according to the office of 
Congresswoman Madeleine Bordallo. 

Over the next couple of years, the money will pay to 
monitor reefs, create education and public outreach programs, 
manage stormwater runoff, and hire additional workers to 
assist local agencies in conservation efforts, as well as a 
variety of other projects, according to the NOAA grant award 
document released by Bordallo’s office. 

The fate of the island’s reefs has been a major concern 
among Guamanians, and the Navy responded by delaying 

plans to build berthing for visiting aircraft carriers in Apra 
Harbor until further studies of coral are completed. 

“This federal grant will help Guam study the possible 
effects the build-up will have on our island’s coral reefs and 
identify Guam’s land-based sources of pollution,” Bordallo 
said in a prepared statement. “Guam is home to many diverse 
coral reef ecosystems and it is important that we protect and 
preserve these critical marine habitats for future generations.” 

The Department of Defense is planning to move 8,600 
U.S. Marines from Okinawa to the island, create an Air Force 
reconnaissance hub, create a port for carriers patrolling the 
Pacific region, and possibly locate a ballistic missile shield on 
Guam. 
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The project was originally slated to be complete in 2014, 
but the deadline was scrapped in June due to years of delays, 

and no new date has been issued. 

Return to Index 
 

34. Runways At Fentress To Be Repaired 
$19.2 million, 2-year project begins next month 
(WAVY NBC NORFOLK 03 AUG 11) 

NORFOLK, Va. - Naval Auxiliary Landing Field 
Fentress will receive repairs to pavement and lighting systems 
in September. 

A $19.2 million contract was awarded to Lane 
Construction of Cheshire, Conn. July 29 for the job. 

The project begins September 2011 and is scheduled to be 
completed by September 2013. The construction will close the 
runway from Jan.15, 2012, to Oct. 15, 2012. 

“The reconstructed concrete will greatly decrease time 
and money spent repairing the runway,” says general engineer 

and facility planner at NAS Oceana Miles Lumbard. 
“Presently the runway must be closed for repairs at least one 
day every week,” he added. 

LED style lights for the runways and taxiways will be 
used as well, which will decrease the electrical demand to the 
system by approximately 60 percent, according to Tom 
Kreidel with Naval Facilities Engineering Command 
(NAVFAC). 
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35. National Night Out Heightens Community Awareness at NAS Sigonella 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 03 AUG 11) ... Mass Communication Specialiast Seaman Cameron Bramham, Naval Air Station Sigonella 
Public Affairs 

SIGONELLA, Sicily -- Service members, family and 
friends of Naval Air Station (NAS) Sigonella came together at 
Marinai Base Housing Aug. 2 for the 28th annual National 
Night Out (NNO) sponsored by the base Security Department. 

"National Night Out is a program that was started to raise 
community awareness and involve communities with crime 
prevention," said NAS Sigonella security officer in charge Lt. 
Cmdr. Don Crumpacker. "Police can only be in so many 
places that we need to rely on communities and education for 
communities to help us fight crime. At Sigonella, we've taken 
it a step further to include all aspects of public and community 
safety and that's what we had here." 

National Association of Town Watch (NATW) Executive 
Director Matt A. Peskin started NNO in 1984 to heighten 
awareness, strengthen participation in local anti-crime efforts, 
and build neighborhood camaraderie. Peskin felt that a high-
profile, high-impact type of crime prevention event was 
needed nationally to bring more awareness. 

More than 500 people participated in Sigonella's NNO 
event, while another estimated 500 watched the event. There 
were informational booths, games, and emergency service 
personnel demonstrationing use of their equipment. Other 
demonstrations included NAS Sigonella's security military 
working dogs showing off their skills of obedience and 
strength, as well as a karate performance given by an Italian 
for Sigonellans. 

"The National Night Out is for people around the world," 
said Chief Master-at-Arms Dale Gilbert, NAS Sigonella 
armory and range leading chief petty officer. "However, being 
part of a smaller base like Sigonella, it gives our community 
families a chance to come out and see first-hand what we do 
and how we keep the base safe." 

The event began with a parade of emergency vehicles, 
Italian law enforcement vehicles, and horses along the streets 
of Marinai and led all the way to the soccer fields in the back 
of Marinai. Once at the soccer fields, NAS Sigonella 
Commanding Officer Capt. Scott Butler gave opening 
statements before NAS Sigonella's Security Association began 
serving freshly made burgers and hotdogs. 

Wrapping up the NNO was the annual "Pie in the Eye" 
event which saw Crumpacker, Senior Chief Master-at-Arms 
James Bethea and Chief Select Master-at-Arms Allen 
Trojanowski get pied in the face by members of NAS 
Sigonella who bought the right to do so through donations. All 
proceeds from NNO were donated to the NAS Sigonella 
Security Association. 

"I wanted to thank everyone for coming out and a big 
Bravo Zulu to everyone at Security who helped put this 
together," Butler said. "I've been here a little over a year now, 
and I have nothing but the utmost respect to the 
professionalism and dedication for all the forces that were here 
today." 

Return to Index 
 

36. Navy Effort Feeds Imperial Valley Hungry 
(IMPERIAL VALLEY (CA) PRESS 03 AUG 11) ... Elizabeth Varin 

NAVAL AIR FACILITY EL CENTRO — The goal 
began at 1,000 pounds of food collected for Imperial Valley 
families. 

But through the past two months Naval Air Facility El 
Centro personnel have brought in more than 4,000 pounds, 
well beyond the previous goal and on the way to 5,000 pounds 
of food for the local community. 

The Navy base is participating with other Department of 
Defense and military installations in Feds Feed Families, a 

federal government-wide initiative to draw food donations for 
communities throughout the nation. 

NAF El Centro officials began filling bins and boxes in 
early June, and the response from those on base has been 
great, said base Chaplain Lt. Jared Smith, who worked to 
organize the program at the facility. As of Tuesday those on 
base had collected 4,339 pounds. 

“We’re very, very excited; very, very pleased,” Smith 
said. 
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The goal is to help the community, he said. All of it goes 
to the local community through the Imperial Valley Food 
Bank. 

Everyone’s doing what they can, from the public works 
department, the commissary to the children at the Child 
Development Center, he said. Sailors are even taking food to 
Niland-area residents who can’t make the drive to El Centro. 

“The Navy’s motto is ‘a global force for good,’” he said. 
“To me, that starts in our backyard.” 

The Department of Defense’s goal is 733,800 pounds of 
food, with the entire federal government program goal of 2 
million pounds. 

This is the first year the base has taken an active role to 
push for donations, said Public Affairs Officer Michelle Dee. 
The program has been going on through the federal 
government for three years. 

The Seeley-area base is one of the leaders in collection for 
the Southwest region, she said. For a while it had more than 
half of the total collected pounds for the area that encompasses 
California, Arizona, Nevada, Utah, Colorado and New 
Mexico. 

The program lasts through the end of August, and Smith 
said he’s hopeful the base will collect more than 5,000 pounds 
of food for the area, which Imperial Valley Food Bank 
officials say is needed, especially at this time of year. 

The summer is a slow time for food bank donations, said 
Sara Griffen, executive director of the Imperial Valley Food 
Bank. Whether it’s because people go out of town or they just 
aren’t thinking about those in need, there seems to be a big 
drop in the number of donations and drives for food. 

While donations pick up somewhat in the fall nearing 
Thanksgiving with more food drives, there always seems to be 
a need for more community involvement, she said. 

Food drives, like the one hosted by NAF El Centro, 
“they’re essential,” she said. “We need as much community 
involvement as possible.” 

It’s the kind of initiative needed, where other 
organizations create a food drive on their own, Griffen said. 

“It’s just vital to our ability to reach so many people,” she 
said. 
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37. Naval Air Station Jacksonville Supports 'Feds Feed Families' Campaign 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 03 AUG 11) ... Kaylee LaRocque, Naval Air Station Jacksonville Public Affairs 

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. -- As of Aug. 2, Naval Air Station 
Jacksonville (NAS Jax) military personnel and their families, 
along with base commissary vendors, have donated thousands 
of pounds of non-perishable food and other items to benefit 
the Feds Feed Families campaign since the food drive began 
last month. 

The campaign runs through Aug. 31 and benefits food 
banks and pantries around the nation. 

"We have taken six five-ton truckloads of 22,000 pounds 
of food items to the Sulzbacher Center and Second Harvest 
Food Bank in downtown Jacksonville and will be taking 
several more in the near future in support of this campaign," 
said Lt. Cmdr. Shannon Skidmore, NAS Jacksonville 
command chaplain, who is overseeing the campaign for the 
base. "It is just amazing how much support we've had in this 
effort to provide for the hungry. We are definitely making a 
huge difference in people's lives who need help in these tough 
economic times." 

Food banks around the country are facing severe 
shortages of non-perishable items this summer and children 
are left without school nutrition programs. Federal employees 
nationwide are trying to help by gathering 2 million pounds of 
food for families in need this summer. 

The NAS Jacksonville commissary has teamed up with 
the base chapel by contacting vendors for donations, placing 
bins at exits and providing incentives for store workers to 
promote the program. As of Aug. 2, the commissary has raised 
17,180 pounds of donations for the Feds Feed Families 
campaign. 

"I came up with an idea to benefit the campaign one night 
and implemented it the next day. We are bagging up canned 
and other non-perishable items, putting a flyer on the bags and 
selling them for $5 at each of our cash registers. When 
customers purchase the bags, they are placed in the donation 
bins and the cashier keeps the flyer. The three cashiers with 
the most flyers collected at the end of the campaign will 
receive incentive awards," said NAS Jacksonville commissary 
director Larry Bentley. 

"We are so excited about this because we know that we 
are making a contribution to feed families in the Greater 
Jacksonville area that need some help," he added. 

Base personnel can also donate in bins at various facilities 
throughout the station. 

The Feds Feed Families campaign grew out of the Serve 
America Act that created "United We Serve," an initiative that 
urged Americans to contribute to the nation's economic 
recovery by helping their communities. 
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NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
38. Pentagon Sounds Alarm On Threat Of Budget Cuts 
(NEW YORK TIMES 04 AUG 11) ... Elisabeth Bumiller 

WASHINGTON — The Pentagon pushed back 
aggressively on Wednesday against what senior officials 
warned was the prospect of $1 trillion in military budget cuts 
and thousands of layoffs, furloughs and reductions in military 
programs over the next decade. 

Less than 24 hours after President Obama signed a debt-
ceiling bill calling for trillions of dollars in reduced 
government spending, Defense Secretary Leon E. Panetta and 
top Pentagon officials said that large cuts to the Pentagon 
budget — which has more than doubled since the attacks of 
Sept. 11, 2001 — would imperil the nation’s security. 
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In a letter to Defense Department personnel posted 
Wednesday morning on the Pentagon’s Web site, Mr. Panetta 
warned that if a Congressional panel could not reach 
agreement on cuts to the nation’s deficit, “it could trigger a 
round of dangerous across-the-board defense cuts that would 
do real damage to our security, our troops and their families, 
and our ability to protect the nation.” 

Mr. Panetta’s letter was followed by a briefing to 
reporters by a senior Pentagon official who said that while he 
did not want to alarm people in the Defense Department, he 
saw the possibility of involuntary separations — or the laying 
off of military personnel — as well as layoffs and furloughs of 
civilians who work for the Pentagon. 

“I’d rather avoid scaring our employees,” the official said, 
adding that although he did not expect huge across-the-board 
cuts, “there would be very substantial effects” if they did 
occur. 

The official asked not to be named under ground rules 
imposed by the Pentagon. 

Wednesday’s sound of alarm from the Defense 
Department was its opening salvo in what are certain to be 
many months of battles over military spending and how much 
the Pentagon should have to give up in a new era of austerity. 
No one in the building disputes that the huge military buildup 
since the Sept. 11 attacks is coming to an end, but the 
Pentagon is already drawing a line about how far it is willing 
to go. 

On Wednesday, that line was $400 billion in military cuts 
over the next decade — and no more. 

Although White House officials estimate that an 
immediate $1 trillion in cuts called for in the debt-ceiling bill 
will take $350 billion from the Pentagon over the next decade, 
the Pentagon official said that as he measured it, the cuts 
amounted to $400 billion. 

(The difference is the starting point: the White House is 
measuring the cuts against $529 billion a year, the amount the 
Pentagon is spending in 2011. The Pentagon is measuring the 
cuts against $553 billion, the amount Mr. Obama requested for 
the Pentagon in the 2012 fiscal year.) 

On Wednesday, the senior Pentagon official said that 
cutting $400 billion from the Pentagon budget over the next 
decade would be “hard but manageable.” Beyond that, he said 
that a bipartisan Congressional committee assigned to come 
up with an additional $1.5 trillion in government budget cuts 
should take none of that from the Pentagon. 

“I would expect them to focus on entitlements and taxes,” 
the official said. He added that although “they have the right 
to focus on whatever they want,” more than $400 billion in 
budget cuts to the Pentagon would “go from the hard and 
manageable to the not-so-manageable.” 

The $400 billion reduction is a familiar number for the 
Pentagon; it is the exact amount that Mr. Obama asked in 
April that the department cut over the next 10 to 12 years. The 
new, virtually identical number replaces it. Pentagon officials 
are now reviewing where those cuts should come from. 

Should the Congressional committee members not agree 
to an additional $1.5 trillion in reduced government spending 
by November, that would set off automatic across-the-board 
cuts of $1.2 trillion over a decade, with about half coming 
from the military. That possibility is what most alarms senior 
Pentagon officials, who say that adding some $600 billion in 
cuts on top of $400 billion would be cataclysmic. 

Mr. Panetta, a budget director in the Clinton White House 
and a former House Budget Committee chairman, was 
nominated this year by Mr. Obama as defense secretary in 
large part because of his experience in dealing with the reality 
of budget cuts. But in his letter to Defense Department 
personnel, Mr. Panetta said across-the-board cuts would be 
“completely unacceptable.” 
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39. Missile Defense Costing $35 Billion Misses Bullets With Bullets 
(BLOOMBERGGOVERNMENT 03 AUG 11) ... Elliot Blair Smith and Gopal Ratnam 

In tunnels under Fort Greely, Alaska, workers wearing 
hazmat suits and respirators are fighting to keep America safe 
from missile attack. 

They are battling mold in corridors leading to six 
underground silos that house rockets for shooting down enemy 
warheads. The mold and leaking pipes mean the installation 
must be replaced this year as part of a $1.16 billion fix for the 
national missile defense shield, senior defense officials told 
Congress. 

No one knows whether the $35 billion program would 
work. It has never been tested under conditions simulating a 
real attack by an intercontinental ballistic missile deploying 
sophisticated decoys and countermeasures. The system has 
flunked 7 of 15 more limited trials, yet remains exempted 
from normal Pentagon oversight and so far has been spared 
the cuts Congress is demanding in other areas of federal 
spending. 

“Our missile defense program is an expensive, ineffective 
defense against an implausible threat,” says Steven Weinberg, 
a University of Texas professor who won the 1979 Nobel 
Prize in physics. He was one of 50 Nobel laureates to sign a 

2001 letter to Congress voicing skepticism about “hitting a 
bullet with a bullet” outside of laboratory conditions. 

The financial costs and technical shortcomings of 
America’s missile shield demonstrate how unproven 
multibillion-dollar defense programs get budget support in the 
face of shifting military threats and developmental setbacks. 
Two decades after the Soviet Union’s collapse eliminated the 
enemy that inspired it, missile defense is getting more money 
in a time of federal belt-tightening and military spending 
reductions. 

Before Congress voted to cut $2.4 trillion from 
government expenses over the next decade, lawmakers 
budgeted a 1.2 percent increase, to $8.6 billion, for all missile 
defense programs in fiscal 2012. That would raise total costs 
to about $150 billion, or roughly the inflation-adjusted amount 
poured into the Apollo program sending men to the moon in 
the 1960s and 1970s. 

As one of the Pentagon’s biggest acquisition programs, 
the Missile Defense Agency got $141.1 billion out of the 
$149.8 billion requested from Congress over 27 years for all 
of its programs, according to data compiled by Bloomberg. 
Lawmakers have been reluctant to challenge spending because 
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the program generates jobs and neither party wants to appear 
soft on defense, says Gordon Adams, a professor at American 
University in Washington. 

Accountability ‘Elusive’ 
The Pentagon has made “accountability and transparency 

elusive” by exempting the missile agency from standard 
acquisition regulations, including requirements for 
independent cost estimates, according to Cristina Chaplain, an 
investigator for the Government Accountability Office, the 
congressional watchdog agency. 

It is a program with “an undefined destination at an 
unknown cost,” Chaplain said in testimony before the Senate 
Armed Services Committee in April. 

The Senate panel “is deeply concerned” about the missile 
shield, said Chairman Carl Levin, a Michigan Democrat, in 
written remarks in June. “It should be the highest priority of 
MDA to ensure that it fully understands and corrects the 
problem,” referring to two test failures in 2010. 

Among the most vehement budget hawks in Congress, 
members of the Tea Party caucus, there is a reluctance to 
discuss spending on individual programs, including missile 
defense. Senator Jim DeMint, the South Carolina Republican 
who founded the Senate Tea Party caucus, said there is waste 
in the Pentagon budget and declined to comment on specific 
weapons. So did Representatives Allen West, Republican of 
Florida, and Vicky Hartzler, Republican of Missouri, both 
members of the Armed Services Committee. 

Representative Ron Paul, a Texas Republican known for 
his calls for limited government, said that while he isn’t an 
expert on the missile program, defense spending should be cut 
and the rationale behind missile defense should be re-
evaluated. 

“It’s all war hysteria, war propaganda,” Paul said in a 
phone interview. With the Cold War impetus gone, proponents 
of missile defense point to North Korea and Iran as threats. 
“The North Koreans are not going to be a threat to us,” he 
said. “The Iranians aren’t going to attack us.” 

As part of the debt accord signed by President Barack 
Obama yesterday, the Pentagon’s budget over the next decade 
may be reduced by $325 billion starting in fiscal year 2012. 
An additional $500 billion of defense spending may be cut if 
Congress can’t find $1.5 trillion in overall deficit savings by 
late November, according to the administration. 

Airborne Laser 
Besides the main shield of interceptor rockets, missile 

defense funds have gone into developing a missile-destroying, 
airplane-carried laser. That cost more than $5 billion and took 
14 years, with no current operational mission, according to the 
GAO. The Obama administration canceled a mobile system, 
the Kinetic Energy Interceptor, in 2009 after concluding the 
time and cost to develop it would roughly double to at least 12 
years and $8.9 billion. 

At the same time, the agency has developed systems to 
protect U.S. troops and allies from missiles on the battlefield. 
The Army fielded Patriot anti-aircraft and anti-missile 
batteries during both Gulf wars. The Navy’s ship-based Aegis 
system shot down an errant U.S. spy satellite in 2008. 

Compared with the national missile shield’s 53 percent 
success rate, the Aegis program for intermediate threats has hit 
22 of 25 test targets since 2002. In May, the Army also began 
taking delivery of a truck-mounted system known as THAAD, 

for Terminal High Altitude Area Defense, for regional threats. 
Restructured in 2000 after six straight test failures, THAAD 
has recorded seven consecutive successes since 2006. 

Lieutenant General Patrick O’Reilly, the missile agency’s 
director, outlined plans for fixing the national missile shield in 
congressional testimony this year, and the agency says mold 
hasn’t compromised the Alaskan operations. Officials of 
Raytheon Co., maker of the “kill vehicle” sitting atop the 
interceptor rockets, say test failures help them improve their 
product. 

While O’Reilly, 55, declined to be interviewed for this 
story, Bloomberg spoke with about 80 former Pentagon 
officials, military officers, weapons testers, defense 
contractors, lawmakers and congressional staffers. Bloomberg 
also reviewed thousands of pages of documents, including 
budget records, independent research and reports by the GAO 
and by Pentagon weapons evaluators. 

No ‘Realistic’ Tests 
The system “has demonstrated a limited capability against 

a simple threat” and has yet to engage in “operationally 
realistic” tests, J. Michael Gilmore, the department’s top 
weapons tester, told Congress last year. 

Former President Ronald Reagan made missile defense a 
national priority with his 1983 call for what became known as 
a “Star Wars” shield. In December 2002, former President 
George W. Bush injected renewed urgency into the project, 
citing the Sept. 11 terror attacks and “the threats of the 21st 
century.” 

The Bush administration exempted the newly created 
Missile Defense Agency from the Pentagon’s standard 
regulations concerning procurement, and announced a goal of 
deploying a national umbrella within two years. The 
undertaking’s subsequent failures reflect unnecessary haste 
and waste, says Levin, the Senate Armed Services panel 
chairman. 

“If speed is your hallmark instead of quality, you will pay 
for it, and you will pay for it through the nose,” said Levin, 77, 
a six-term senator, in an interview at his office in Washington. 
“The threat we have now is either a distant threat or is not a 
realistic threat,” he said. To dissuade Iran from posing a 
missile threat, the U.S. must collaborate with Russia on 
defense systems, Levin said. 

North Korea lacks missiles with enough range to reach 
the U.S., said Mike McConnell, the former director of national 
intelligence, in an interview. Iran would need substantial 
foreign assistance to strike America, according to U.S. 
intelligence estimates. 

“What country is suicidal enough to launch a weapon of 
mass destruction on a long-range missile, when it leaves a trail 
of where it came from?” says retired Army Lieutenant General 
Robert Gard, the chairman of the Washington-based Center 
for Arms Control and Non-Proliferation. 

The program’s very existence creates uncertainty for 
potential enemies, says a former National Security Agency 
official who requested anonymity because he wasn’t 
authorized to discuss the matter. The investment of a few 
billion dollars deters potentially trillions of dollars in damage 
and untold numbers of human casualties, he said. 

Biggest Contracts 
Companies with the biggest missile defense contracts 

over the past decade are Boeing Co., at $19.45 billion; 
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Lockheed Martin Corp., $5.75 billion; Raytheon, $4.94 
billion; and Northrop Grumman Corp., $3.69 billion, 
according to data compiled by Bloomberg. 

Chicago-based Boeing’s missile-contract revenue is about 
the same as the biggest jetliner transaction in history, its sale 
this year of 200 aircraft to China for $19 billion. The company 
manages the missile shield program, formally known as the 
Ground-Based Midcourse Defense program, or GMD. Boeing 
is competing with Lockheed for a new management contract 
that may be worth $10 billion over the next decade. 

As the GMD is designed, U.S. satellites would identify 
the hot plume of an enemy missile within seconds of launch, 
alert radar installations and relay tracking data to kill vehicles 
ready to intercept the incoming warhead about 200 miles (322 
kilometers) in space. 

Raytheon’s kill vehicle is a $30 million, 120-pound (54- 
kilogram) spacecraft about the length of a broomstick. It looks 
like a telescope mounted on a pack of propane gas cylinders 
and is supposed to be able to pick out a target from decoys and 
debris and smash into it while flying at a combined closing 
speed of 6.2 miles a second. It has no explosive -- the collision 
alone would do the damage. 

Two of the unsuccessful test flights were tied directly to 
failures of the kill vehicle, according to Pentagon 
investigators. 

In 1998, a competition between Boeing and Waltham, 
Massachusetts-based Raytheon to design the kill vehicle 
collapsed. A federal official inadvertently left technical 
documentation related to Raytheon’s design at a Boeing 
office, and Boeing employees made photocopies before 
returning the material, according to former Air Force 
Lieutenant General Ron Kadish, who became the missile 
defense chief in June 1999. 

Boeing Disqualified 
Boeing was disqualified from competing for the 

spacecraft, Kadish said in an interview. He is now a senior 
vice president for government consultant Booz Allen 
Hamilton in McLean, Virginia. 

Development and testing of the Raytheon spacecraft 
began just as a panel of civilians and retired officers, led by 
retired Air Force General Larry Welch, criticized “the 
agency’s ‘very aggressive schedules’” that had led other 
programs to “poor design, test planning and preflight testing 
deficiencies; poor fabrication; poor management; and lack of 
rigorous government oversight.” The Welch report warned 
against a “rush to failure.” 

In 1999, President Bill Clinton’s administration decided 
under pressure from a Republican-led Congress to plow ahead. 
The agency and its contractors complied. 

“We were under a lot of schedule pressure to get into 
flight test and demonstrate an intercept,” said John Peller, a 
former executive of Boeing who managed the GMD program, 
including the kill vehicle, until August 2000. “That was one of 
the primary requirements of the program at the time: Get out 
of the laboratory and into flight.” 

Early versions of the kill vehicle raised concerns about 
production quality, says retired Air Force General John “Pete” 
Piotrowski, a former commander-in-chief of the North 
American Aerospace Defense Command in Colorado. 

On a visit in early 2000 to a Raytheon factory in Tucson, 
Arizona, Piotrowski says, he watched a worker pull kill-

vehicle parts from a bin in a monthlong assembly procedure. 
Piotrowski says he asked the worker how he remembered 
where he was in the elaborate process. 

“I’ve got everything memorized,” he says the worker 
replied. 

Piotrowski reported his doubts to the Pentagon that one 
man could remember every step in such a complex process, he 
said in an interview. A craftsman-like approach was 
appropriate for the initial low production rate, said Taylor 
Lawrence, president of Raytheon’s Missile Systems business, 
in an interview. 

The system failed two flight tests in 2000, the first when 
the kill vehicle’s infrared sensor cooling malfunctioned and 
the second when the spacecraft and rocket booster didn’t 
separate, according to Pentagon-ordered post-flight 
investigations. 

'Quality' Not Spoken 
“When we started the fast deployment of this program, 

‘quality’ was a word that was not even spoken. There was no 
quality,” says William Sowder, Boeing’s chief tester on the 
GMD program until he retired in 2001. “There was not enough 
attention paid to component testing like missile testing and 
radar testing and command-and-control testing.” 

After four successful trials between July 2001 and 
October 2002, the missile agency cited quality-control 
problems in a flight failure Dec. 11, 2002. The agency 
reported that the kill vehicle and its booster hadn’t separated 
again. 

Six days later, Bush set his deadline for fielding a national 
missile defense by the end of 2004. Workers began drilling 
80-foot (24-meter) holes at Fort Greely, a World War II-era 
airfield that was slated for closure. 

Army Colonel Kevin Norgaard, now retired from the 
military, took over transforming the windswept Alaskan range 
into a subterranean missile field five miles beyond the end of 
the Alaskan Highway, near the town of Delta Junction. 
Charred stumps were a reminder of a forest fire three years 
before, and guards spoke of listening to bears tear into a 
moose at the edge of camp, he said in an interview. Clocks 
counted down the years, months, days, minutes and seconds to 
the deadline, he said. 

The work included pouring more than 35,000 cubic yards 
of concrete and building 2.5 miles of underground corridors -- 
or “utilidors” -- to convey water, electricity and fiber-optic 
cables between base installations and the steel silos, the Army 
Space Journal, an armed-services publication, reported in 
2004. 

The job was completed with 27 minutes to spare on Sept. 
30, 2004, the last day of the government’s fiscal year, 
according to a former military official with responsibility for 
the program who requested anonymity because he now works 
for a contractor. 

It was the first of three missile fields with 26 silos in 
Alaska and four silos at California’s Vandenberg Air Force 
Base. The initial field cost $311 million to construct as part of 
a $6.9 billion investment in operational capability.Food for 
Mold 

Water pipes in the tunnels were covered with paper-
backed insulation that deteriorated and became an incubator 
for mold as the vessels sweated from condensation, according 
to a U.S. contractor with direct knowledge of the situation 
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who asked not to be identified because he wasn’t authorized to 
comment. A lack of ventilation and heat fueled the mold, he 
said. 

“Paper disintegrates in water and is a wonderful food 
source for mold,” said William Lotz, an insulation consultant 
and former Owens Corning Inc. engineer who lives in Acton, 
Maine. “Somebody clearly didn’t know what they were 
doing.” 

Water pipes in passageways under Fairbanks, 100 miles 
north of Fort Greely, are 20 years older and have no mold, 
according to Pat Smith, chief of construction management in 
the city engineering department. The city’s pipes are insulated 
with foam, and the steam-heated corridors are ventilated, he 
said. 

Boeing and subcontractors that built the missile field 
declined to discuss the mold and referred a reporter to the 
Missile Defense Agency. 

Page 128 
“No one here has ever seen mold as an issue for 

operational readiness,” said Richard Lehner, a missile agency 
spokesman, in an interview. “What you’re concerned about is 
the ability to respond operationally, and we can.” 

Pipes in the newer missile fields have insulation with 
metallic backing, Lehner said in an e-mail. The underground 
corridors are now heated and ventilated, according to a 
government contractor in Alaska who asked not to be 
identified because of confidentiality provisions set by the 
missile agency. 

The U.S. has divulged little more about the 
contamination. On page 128 of the fiscal 2011 Defense 
Authorization is a disclosure that the first field of six silos 
need to be decommissioned because it “lacks backup power 
and has significant infrastructure reliability issues. 

“These reliability issues include extensive mold 
contamination in the Missile Field 1 utilidor, requiring 
personnel to suit up for a hazardous environment; inadequate 
valve connections in the chilled water system, resulting in 
leaks of glycol; and dust intrusion,” the document says. 

The human hazard arises from inhaling microscopic mold 
spores, which can cause lung disease, says Curtis Wright, 
owner of Anchorage-based Enviro Tech Alaska LLC, a 
remediation firm. The average spore is three microns in 
diameter, a 25th the width of a human hair, he said. 

In December 2004 and February 2005, there were two 
more flight-test failures, the first attributed to an incorrect 
software configuration and the second related to a safety 
feature, according to post-flight investigations. 

A review panel commissioned by Air Force Lieutenant 
General Henry “Trey” Obering III, the agency head at the 
time, found that unresolved technical problems had been 
allowed to roll forward, “bow waving” risk, and that greater 
contractor accountability was needed, according to a copy of a 
March 2005 presentation that is public. 

Obering temporarily shut down the program until he was 
assured the problems had been fixed, he said in an interview. 
The retired general is now a senior vice president overseeing 
Booz Allen’s aerospace practice. 

'The Science Works' 
“The science works,” Obering says. “There are issues 

with quality control, and that’s not unexpected when you are 
trying to get a capability out the door you don’t have.” 

The missile agency describes as successful the last flight 
test Obering oversaw in December 2008, a month before he 
retired. The Pentagon weapons assessor’s report that year 
found that the interceptor and the target missile both 
malfunctioned, precluding the achievement of all objectives. 

After a re-engineered Raytheon kill vehicle failed in a test 
last year, in part because of poor quality control, O’Reilly 
halted deliveries of new vehicles until they are fixed, he told 
the Senate Appropriations Committee in May. The 
experiments, which cost as much as $300 million each, are 
“obvious cause for concern,” said the committee’s chairman, 
Senator Daniel Inouye, a Hawaii Democrat, during a budget 
hearing in May. 

Such setbacks are at odds with Raytheon publicity. The 
company’s systems “provide multilayered protection and 
NoDoubt Mission Assurance as they locate, discriminate and 
eliminate ballistic missiles in all phases of flight, from boost to 
midcourse to terminal,” the company said in an August 2009 
advertisement in the Military Space & Missile Forum trade 
journal. Raytheon, the world’s largest missile maker, also 
developed the Patriot system and makes the SM-3 missiles for 
the Navy’s Aegis program. It trademarked the term 
“NoDoubt.” 

William Swanson, the chief executive officer of 
Raytheon, defends the company’s management of the kill 
vehicle and says trial failures are a normal part of product 
development. 

$1.16 Billion Fixes 
“What happens in today’s world is failures are viewed as 

a catastrophe, so if a system has a failure, everybody goes, 
‘Oh my God, cancel the damn thing,’” Swanson said in an 
interview at the Paris Air Show in June. “Since I’m an 
engineer, you understand your system better with failures.” 

The $1.16 billion in the Missile Defense Agency’s budget 
for fiscal 2012 would mothball the mold-contaminated field at 
Fort Greely and complete a newer field there, including a new 
power plant. It also contains funds to buy six new rockets, 
upgrade radar equipment and complete the investigation and 
recovery from the two failed flight tests last year. 

“These contractual mistakes and screwups happen far too 
often,” Senator Levin said in an interview that addressed the 
test failures and construction issues in Alaska. “Taxpayers are 
pissed off and we’re pissed off.” 
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40. Gen. James Cartwright, Maverick Who ‘Jolted The System,’ Is Honored At Marine Barracks 
(WASHINGTON POST 04 AUG 11) ... Ellen Nakashima 

On Wednesday, the Pentagon lost perhaps its foremost 
thinker on cyber warfare, Gen. James E. Cartwright, who is 
retiring as vice chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff after 40 
years of service in the Marines. 

At a farewell ceremony under a gray, drizzly sky at the 
parade field of the U.S. Marine Barracks, Defense Secretary 
Leon Panetta and his outgoing deputy, William J. Lynn III, 
paid tribute to an officer Panetta called “one of the military’s 



 31

most original thinkers,” who “possesses a unique blend of 
technical and strategic brilliance.” 

Cartwright had a reputation for his analytical prowess, but 
also for his independent streak. A willingness to challenge the 
conventional wisdom inside the Pentagon earned him critics, 
some of whom waged a concerted campaign to lobby 
President Obama to bypass him as chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs. 

Still, Lynn noted that, Cartwright was widely respected 
for pushing for what he thought was right, on matters large 
and small. When Cartwright was told it was not possible to 
have an iPad certified to hold classified intelligence, the 
Marine general picked up the phone and called the Defense 
Advanced Research Projects Agency. A few days later, he had 
his iPad. 

“He jolted the system,” Lynn said, “speeding the adoption 
of information technology across the force.” 

“Hoss,” as Cartwright was known, was determined “not to 
conduct business as usual,” Panetta said. “He challenged 
positions. He was not afraid of a contrary view.” 

Lynn and Cartwright guided the preparation of the 
Pentagon’s first ever cyber strategy, released last month. 
Cartwright also devised the conceptual framework for tackling 
the threat, and identified the organizational changes it called 
for within the Pentagon and the services. 

Forty years ago, Cartwright left an Iowa farm to join the 
Marines at the height of the Vietnam War. He rose to become 
head of U.S. Strategic Command, where he worked to develop 

new strategies to tackle cyber, nuclear proliferation, space and 
missile defense issues. 

“He saw [the use of cyber space] as a major emerging 
threat…and put STRATCOM on a footing to deal with cyber 
as a major strategic issue,” Sen. Dianne Feinstein (D-Calif.) 
said in a statement. 

Panetta said that, when he was CIA director, Cartwright 
was the first person he turned to for guidance on how to reel in 
Osama bin Laden after receiving intelligence reports on the al-
Qaeda leaders’s whereabouts in Abbottabad. 

Cartwright “was instrumental in helping us to plan and 
execute the operation that took bin Laden down,” Panetta said. 

Displaying his self-deprecating wit, Cartwright joked that 
he “wouldn’t have it any other way than to be raining.” 

He read from a speech Teddy Roosevelt gave in 1910, 
whose words, he said, have guided him. 

“It is not the critic who counts…. The credit belongs to 
the man who’s actually in the arena, whose face is marred by 
dust, and sweat and blood. …Who at best knows in the end the 
triumph of high achievement, and who at worst, if he fails, at 
least fails while daring greatly. So that his place shall never be 
with those cold and timid souls, who know neither victory nor 
defeat.” 

Cartwright stressed that leaders have “a moral obligation” 
to take care of their servicemen and women -- and not just in 
battle, “but all through their lives and all through our own 
lives.” 

“Today,” he said, “my last salute is in honor of all who 
have served, all who are serving and all who will serve.” 
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41. JFCOM Cuts Painful To Economy But Not Fatal 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 04 AUG 11) ... Jeff Sheler 

SUFFOLK - They've taken a hit, but the city's high-tech 
corridor and the local economy that it drives are weathering 
the closure of the U.S. Joint Forces Command far better than 
anyone expected one year ago. 

Economists say jobs in Hampton Roads lost to JFCOM's 
dismantling, which becomes official today, are now expected 
to come in at about half the level originally predicted - about 
2,000 or fewer when all the cuts are final. Most of those are 
private contract employees. 

And the overall impact on the region's economy now is 
projected to range between $200 million and $300 million a 
year - paling in comparison to the billion-dollar blow that was 
forecast when the Pentagon announced last August that 
JFCOM would be shuttered. 

While the impact of the command's closure has not yet 
been fully felt, government and business leaders say the region 
- Suffolk and Norfolk, in particular - has avoided the 
devastation that Old Dominion University economist James V. 
Koch likened at the time to a hurricane. 

"It's not good news, by any means," Koch said this week, 
"but it's not going to be as bad as we initially thought." 

Norfolk Mayor Paul Fraim said his city "has come 
through this phase of the disestablishment in pretty good 
shape." With the closure of JFCOM's headquarters at the 
Norfolk Naval Station, he said, "we'll miss the income moving 
through our economy, but in direct taxes to the city, there were 
very few." 

In Suffolk, where most of JFCOM's facilities and 
personnel are located, the stakes are far greater. 

"We knew we would feel some impact," Mayor Linda 
Johnson said. "And it's happening, but it could have been 
much worse." 

What cushioned the blow, officials say, was the 
Pentagon's decision earlier this year to retain most civilian 
government employees at the North Suffolk campus. That 
included a majority of JFCOM's modeling and simulation 
operations, which now report to other commands. 

The Pentagon's decision came after local and state leaders 
and the region's congressional delegation had waged a fevered 
campaign against JFCOM's closure. "We went to war with the 
Pentagon, literally," U.S. Rep. Randy Forbes said. "Had the 
Pentagon gone ahead with its original plans... it would have 
been much more devastating." 

Some officials say retaining the civilian jobs has helped 
preserve, for now, some of the high-tech businesses that have 
sprung up in Suffolk's Harbour View area during the past 
decade. Those companies fueled population and economic 
growth in that part of the city. 

It also spelled some relief for ODU's Virginia Modeling, 
Analysis, and Simulation Center, a $12 million research 
facility that opened in 2007 off the Western Freeway. JFCOM 
accounted for 80 percent of the center's funding, about $80 
million in all. 

John Sokolowski, the center's executive director, said 
VMASC has diversified its business dealings to include 



 32

contracts with local governments, the Virginia Department of 
Transportation and the Eastern Virginia Medical School for 
design, training and planning projects. Military contracts, he 
said, now provide about half of VMASC's funding. 

But while VMASC may be weathering the storm in fair 
shape, officials say, that's not the case for the region's 
prospects of becoming a national center for the modeling and 
simulation industry, rivaling Orlando, Fla., and Huntsville, 
Ala. "JFCOM's closure really stuck a pin in that balloon," 
Koch said. 

While defense contractors are expected to feel the brunt 
of JFCOM-related cuts, so far the effects have been relatively 
modest. Kevin Hughes, Suffolk's economic development 
director, said major contractors including Northrop Grumman, 
Lockheed Martin, Booz Allen Hamilton and General 
Dynamics have told the city some 450 employees have been 
alerted to possible layoffs. 

Northrop Grumman, JFCOM's top contractor with four of 
its 25 largest contracts, told 293 Suffolk-based employees in 
April that they faced possible job losses when contracts with 
JFCOM expire. A company representative this week declined 
to disclose current staffing levels. 

Lockheed Martin reported no staff reductions to date at its 
Harbour View research and training facility, which employs 
about 100. None work directly with JFCOM, a company 
spokesman said. The company has 930 employees in Hampton 
Roads. 

Late last year, Raytheon and Boeing closed small 
modeling and simulation offices in Suffolk, affecting seven 
employees. Both companies said the moves were unrelated to 
JFCOM's closure. 

Hughes said 547 people have been processed at a state-
funded jobs transition center that opened in Harbour View to 
provide counseling and support for workers affected by the 
closure. Not all worked in Suffolk. 

Meanwhile, the northern part of the city has seen a surge 
in retail business in the and the arrival of dozens of 
companies, adding 551 new jobs. An unexpected spike in 
retail sales and meal taxes in North Suffolk early this year 
produced a $4.1 million budget surplus for the city. 

"The main driver is the population increase," Hughes said, 
noting that Suffolk's population grew 32 percent in the past 10 
years, most of it in the northern section. 

Mayor Johnson observed that the restaurants in Harbour 
View "are full and the stores are doing well, and we're seeing 
some good numbers coming out of that. There's been some 
pain, but as I've said all along, we're going to be OK." 

Ken Dodd, who manages the River Stone Chop House, an 
upscale restaurant next door to Northrop Grumman and 
Lockheed Martin, said he is amazed at how well business is 
doing. 

"When this first came down the pike a year ago, my crew 
came to me terrified," he recalled of the JFCOM 
announcement. "They wondered if they should start looking 
for jobs. But we've managed to grow our business during the 
past year." 

Dodd said defense contractors on expense accounts 
remain some of his best customers. Since the JFCOM 
announcement, he said, he's seen a shift to more military 
personnel and to "more of the Hampton Roads crowd." 

"I'd be lying if I said it hasn't affected business. But we've 
adapted, and I think it has made us stronger." 
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42. Dignitaries, Brass To Officially Dissolve JFCOM Today 
Dignitaries Mullen, Odierno Will Be On Hand As JFCOM Closes Today 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN PILOT 04 AUG 11) ... Bill Sizemore 

NORFOLK - A bit of military history will be made today 
in Hampton Roads. 

Amid typical martial pomp and pageantry, in a ceremony 
outside a suburban office building in Suffolk, the U.S. Joint 
Forces Command will be officially dissolved. 

JFCOM, as it has been known since its establishment in 
1999, was one of 10 combatant commands in the American 
armed forces. It is the first ever to be disestablished. 

Today's ceremony is the culmination of a yearlong 
process initiated in August 2010 by then-Defense Secretary 
Robert Gates as part of a Pentagon cost-cutting initiative 
aimed at finding $100 billion in savings across the armed 
services. 

Gates' announcement set off a furious reaction from state 
officials and the local congressional delegation, alarmed by 
the potential impact of the closure on Hampton Roads' 
military-dependent economy. 

In the end, although they failed to halt the shutdown, 
JFCOM's defenders declared partial victory. While the 
Norfolk-based command will go away, many of its functions 
will be parceled out to other military commands and will 
remain in Hampton Roads. Its $1 billion annual budget and its 
local workforce - nearly 4,000 people - will be cut roughly in 
half. 

For proponents of military spending, however, the 
campaign to save JFCOM may turn out to be only the opening 
salvo in a continuing budgetary war of attrition. The debt 
compromise hammered out by Congress this week calls for 
$350 billion in military savings over the next 10 years - 
dwarfing Gates' target - with the potential for $500 billion to 
$600 billion in additional cuts. 

Hampton Roads is likely to be on the front lines of that 
struggle. Federal spending on military installations now tops 
$10 billion a year here, more than in any other metro area in 
the country. The direct and indirect effects of military 
spending account for nearly half of the region's economy, 
according to estimates by economists at Old Dominion 
University. 

Underlining the region's stake in the budget debate, the 
guest speaker at today's JFCOM dissolution ceremony will be 
Adm. Mike Mullen, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. 
Mullen is just back from the Iraq and Afghanistan war zones, 
where he told anxious troops that nothing is off the table in the 
search for savings - including health care, retirement and other 
benefits. 

Presiding over the ceremony will be Army Gen. Ray 
Odierno, the former commander of U.S. forces in Iraq, who 
was installed by Gates as JFCOM's commanding officer for 
the express purpose of shutting it down. 
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Rear Adm. Ted Carter, who headed the transition 
planning team, said this week that one of Odierno's guiding 
principles for the drawdown was "to promote a culture of 
savings and efficiency." 

He believes that goal was achieved, Carter said. He held 
out the JFCOM experience as a model for the budget-cutting 
efforts still to come. 

"It was a challenging task," he said. "We had to make 
some tough calls." 

In its brief 12-year history, JFCOM's budget had grown 
fourfold without a serious look at what the Pentagon was 
getting for its money, Carter said. 

The most conspicuous target for Carter's team was the 
superstructure that comes with a four-star military command. 
About 600 people - 10 percent of JFCOM's nearly 6,000 
personnel worldwide - were providing support functions for 
the command. 

That structure has been dismantled, along with two 
JFCOM sub-units: the Joint Irregular Warfare Center in 
Suffolk and the Joint Unmanned Aerial Center at Creech Air 
Force Base, Nev. 

All of the command's other functions have survived, but 
have been "realigned and right-sized," Carter said. 

Taking the biggest hit by far in the drawdown were the 
myriad government contractors that JFCOM had accumulated 
over the years. By 2010 the command had 280 contracts with 
70 companies. 

"A lot of the things they were doing were inherently 
governmental functions," Carter said. 

The command's roster of contractors has been slashed 
from 2,600 to 700. 

Of the roughly 1,900 employees left in Hampton Roads, 
about 1,600 will report to the Joint Chiefs of Staff at the 
Pentagon. Most of them will work at the Joint and Coalition 
Warfighting Center in Suffolk. 

The command's local physical footprint will shrink from 
21 buildings to four. 

The JFCOM brass will never have a chance to occupy a 
new $14 million headquarters building, authorized by 
Congress in 2007, that is still under construction at Norfolk 
Naval Station. It will be turned over to the Navy, Carter said. 

Retired Adm. Harold W. Gehman Jr., JFCOM's first 
commanding officer, said the command's most lasting legacy 
is the inculcation of joint training among the different 
branches of the armed forces. 

"The country had been fooling around with joint training 
for years and years and years," he said. "But we were on a 
treadmill. We were running in place. We were never going 
anywhere. Joint Forces Command institutionalized it." 

He is confident that the joint-training function will 
survive JFCOM's demise, Gehman said. 

"I suspect that if the congressional delegation hadn't 
screamed bloody murder, we would have had a smaller Joint 
Forces Command than we have now," he said. 
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OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
43. Why Defense Spending Should Be Cut 
(WASHINGTON POST 04 AUG 11) ... Fareed Zakaria 

The scary aspect of the debt deal meant to force all of 
Washington to its senses is the threatened cut to defense 
spending. If the congressional “super-committee” cannot agree 
on cutbacks of $1.5 trillion, the guillotine will fall and half of 
those cuts will have to come from expenditures on national 
security. As with so much Washington accounting, there is 
lots of ambiguity in baselines and terms (for instance, what is 
covered under “national security”?). Most experts estimate 
that the defense budget would lose $600 billion to $700 billion 
over the next 10 years. If so, let the guillotine fall. It would be 
a much-needed adjustment to an out-of-control military-
industrial complex. 

First, some history. The Pentagon’s budget has risen for 
13 years, which is unprecedented. Between 2001 and 2009, 
overall spending on defense rose from $412 billion to $699 
billion, a 70 percent increase, which is larger than in any 
comparable period since the Korean War. Including the 
supplementary spending on Iraq and Afghanistan, we spent 
$250 billion more than average U.S. defense expenditures 
during the Cold War — a time when the Soviet, Chinese and 
Eastern European militaries were arrayed against the United 
States and its allies. Over the past decade, when we had no 
serious national adversaries, U.S. defense spending has gone 
from about a third of total worldwide defense spending to 50 
percent. In other words, we spend more on defense than the 
planet’s remaining countries put together. 

It is not unprecedented for defense spending to fall 
substantially as we scale back or end military actions. After 

the Korean War, President Dwight Eisenhower cut defense 
spending 27 percent. Richard Nixon cut it 29 percent after 
Vietnam. As tensions declined in the 1980s, Ronald Reagan 
began scaling back his military spending, a process 
accelerated under Presidents George H.W. Bush and Bill 
Clinton. Given the enormous run-up in spending under George 
W. Bush, even if President Obama made comparable cuts to 
that of those presidents today, defense spending would remain 
substantially above the levels under all those presidents. The 
Bowles-Simpson commission’s plan proposed $750 billion in 
defense cuts over 10 years. Lawrence Korb, who worked at 
the Pentagon for Ronald Reagan, believes that a $1 trillion cut 
over 10 to 12 years is feasible without compromising national 
security. 

Serious conservatives should examine the defense budget, 
which contains tons of evidence of liberalism run amok that 
they usually decry. Most talk of waste, fraud and abuse in 
government is vastly exaggerated; there simply isn’t enough 
money in discretionary spending. Most of the federal 
government’s spending is transfer payments and tax 
expenditures, which are — whatever their merits — highly 
efficient at funneling money to their beneficiaries. The 
exception is defense, a cradle-to-grave system of housing, 
subsidies, cost-plus procurement, early retirement and lifetime 
pension and health-care guarantees. There is so much overlap 
among the military services, so much duplication and so much 
waste that no one bothers to defend it anymore. Today, the 
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U.S. defense establishment is the world’s largest socialist 
economy. 

Defense budget cuts would also force a healthy 
rebalancing of American foreign policy. Since the Cold War, 
Congress has tended to fatten the Pentagon while starving 
foreign policy agencies. As former defense secretary Robert 
Gates pointed out, there are more members of military 
marching bands than make up the entire U.S. foreign service. 
Anyone who has ever watched American foreign policy on the 
ground has seen this imbalance play out. Top State 
Department officials seeking to negotiate vital matters arrive 
without aides and bedraggled after a 14-hour flight in coach. 
Their military counterparts whisk in on a fleet of planes, with 
dozens of aides and pots of money to dispense. The late 

Richard Holbrooke would laugh when media accounts 
described him as the “civilian counterpart” to Gen. David 
Petraeus, then head of U.S. Central Command. “He has many 
more planes than I have cellphones,” Holbrooke would say 
(and he had many cellphones). 

The result is a warped American foreign policy, ready to 
conceive of problems in military terms and present a ready 
military solution. Describing precisely this phenomenon, 
Eisenhower remarked that to a man with a hammer, every 
problem looks like a nail. In his often-quoted farewell address, 
Eisenhower urged a balance between military and non-military 
spending. Unfortunately, it has become far more unbalanced 
in the decades since his speech. 
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BBLLOOGGSS::  
44. EXCERPTS FROM BLOGS AROUND THE WORLD 
(PUBLISHED 01 – 04 AUG 11) 

 
WSJ Op-Ed Claims "Political Correctness" Is Behind 

Military's Investments In Renewable Energy by Jill 
Fitzsimmons from County Fair (Media Matters), August 2 

In a Wall Street Journal op-ed, Robert James criticized 
military applications of renewable energy technology, 
attributing the military's interest in diversifying its energy 
sources to "fads and political correctness." 

The Wall Street Journal characteristically failed to note 
that James, who was identified by as a retired rear admiral, 
previously served as a vice president of Mobil Oil Corporation 
and an economist for the Continental Oil Company. As of 
September 2010, James was "involved in a wide range of U.S. 
and foreign investments including oil and gas exploration," 
according to his Carnegie Council biography. 

James declares that rather than continuing its "flirtation 
with green energy," the military should focus on its primary 
mission: "defending the nation." But the military sees national 
security and energy security as inextricably linked. The 
Pentagon's Operational Energy Strategy emphasizes that 
transitioning towards renewable energy will enhance the 
military's effectiveness: 

Reducing demand, expanding supply, and building 
an energy-secure force will mean a military that uses 
less energy, has more secure energy sources, and has 
the energy resources it needs to protect the American 
people. 
While James acknowledges that the enormous cost of 

supplying fuel to our military bases and combat vehicles is 
problematic, he rejects the feasibility of transitioning to 
renewable energy sources. From the op-ed: 

We would need an area three times the size of the 
continental United States to replace one-third of our oil 
requirements [with biofuels]. These figures are 
confirmed in that we now employ one-third of the corn 
harvest--our biggest crop-- to replace only 3% of our 
oil consumption. 

[...] 
Any other form of renewable energy on the 

battlefield will face the same inherent limitation: the 
amount of land and space required to gather these very 

dilute energy streams. You may be able to recharge a 
laptop or heat a tent with a fold-up solar panel. But 
anything bigger would require a full-fledged array of 
gear that would easily be picked up by enemy radar. 
And what better way to give away your position than 
by erecting a three-story windmill? 
In fact, a recent study by the University of Illinois found 

that "biofuel crops cultivated on available land could produce 
up to half of the world's current fuel consumption - without 
affecting food crops or pastureland." The study defines 
"available land" as 1,107 million hectares (about 1.4 times the 
size of the continental U.S.) of abandoned, degraded, or low-
producing land globally. 

Given this potential, the military is expanding its use of 
biofuels. The Air Force plans to transition 50 percent of its 
domestic fuel to biofuels by 2016. The Pentagon is also 
developing fuel efficient hybrid vehicles and ships. In 2009, 
the Navy introduced its first hybrid vessel, the U.S.S. Makin 
Island, which was dubbed the "Prius of Navy warships." 

Furthermore, existing military pilot programs have 
demonstrated the advantages of switching to portable, 
renewably-powered equipment. In a recent press release, the 
U.S. Marine Corps highlighted an initiative by their 
Expeditionary Energy Office to establish an entirely solar-
powered base: 

1st Lt. Josef Patterson, platoon commander with 
Company I, said their entire forward operating base is 
solar-powered, and his Marines love it. When 
patrolling, they're using the Solar Portable Alternative 
Communications Energy System, or SPACES, which 
charges batteries, operates communications equipment 
and runs small electronic accessories. The system 
generates energy from solar panels on a tarp that can 
easily be rolled up and placed in a backpack when on 
the move. 

Patterson said normally his platoon would take 
three to four days worth of batteries for a three-week 
patrol, which takes up a lot of space and weight in 
backpacks. But with SPACES, they're lightening the 
load. 
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"I was a little skeptical at first, but we're 
completely solar-powered, and I think it's a great 
thing," said Patterson. 

Charette referred to these Marines as pioneers for 
using this kind of equipment in combat. By the summer 
of 2011, E2O will be able to deploy a battalion-level 
unit with renewable energy capabilities and energy 
efficient technology. "The only fuels we'll see on the 
battlefield in the future are the fuels we'll need to move 
our airplanes and our vehicles," he said. 
Meanwhile, the Army has adopted a comprehensive 

approach to reduce energy and water consumption through 
efficiency and renewable new technology: 

The Army is developing, piloting, testing and 
implementing new and emerging solutions that are 
reducing the Army's demands for electric power, fuel 
and water. 

[...] 
"Clearly, future operations will depend on our 

ability to reduce dependency, increase efficiency and 
use more renewable or alternative sources of energy. 
We've made great strides in this area and we intend to 
do more," Secretary of the Army John M. McHugh 
said during his posture hearing to Congress earlier this 
month. 

Through a suite of energy initiatives, the Army is 
leveraging technology and enhancing operational 
performance across the range of military operations, 
addressing Soldier, platform and sustainment capability 
needs. 

[...] 
This holistic approach is expected to reduce fuel 

consumption by about 30-60 percent relative to current 
usage baselines and includes sensors and control 
systems, energy storage, energy-efficient structures and 
renewable sources. 
The U.S. Army Research, Development and Engineering 

Command (RDECOM) is also reviewing designs for portable 
wind turbines, such as Arista Power's WindTamer. Unlike the 
"three-story windmill" that Mr. James fears will endanger 
troop safety, the WindTamer can be used in a portable 
Renewable Power Station that "enables power where no 
infrastructure is currently in place, resulting in large savings 
and providing power for essential needs in remote locations." 

 
Wanted: Pentagon Procurement Workers Who Can 

Bargain Shop by Sandra Erwin from National Defense, 
August 3 

The Pentagon overpays for just about everything: Major 
weapon systems, spare parts, fuel, even refrigerators. 

So it came as no shock to lawmakers during a hearing last 
month that one of the “critical gaps” in the Defense 
Department’s acquisition work force is “pricing” skills. 

Average Americans who buy in bulk at Sam’s Club and 
clip coupons seem to master the art of the deal better than the 
Pentagon’s professional procurement corps, suggested Rep. 
Robert Andrews, D-N.J. 

A recent investigation by the House Armed Services 
Committee found that the Navy had purchased a refrigeration 
system for $40,000, and 18 months later bought precisely the 

same piece of equipment for $37,000, Andrews said at a July 
14 hearing. 

Imagine if every acquisition worker were able to shave 
even 5 percent of the price of everything the Pentagon buys, 
he asked. That would quickly add up to real money — tens of 
billions of dollars — considering that the Pentagon spends 
$400 billion a year on goods and services. 

With defense budget cuts looming and worries on Capitol 
Hill about losing cherished Pentagon dollars and jobs in home 
districts, it has dawned on lawmakers that procurement reform 
is more than just cracking down on contractors. “We could 
write all the good laws we wanted and design all the good 
systems we wanted and crack down on all the fraud we 
wanted,” Andrews said. “But if we didn't have really talented 
… people in the acquisition work force, this all wouldn't 
work." 

Brenda Farrell, director of defense capabilities and 
management at the Government Accountability Office, told 
the committee that the Pentagon is moving ahead with plans to 
hire thousands of acquisition workers, but has not specified 
what skills those employees will need. “We found that DoD 
identified the need to increase the size of this work force, 
which consisted of about 118,000 civilians as of September, 
2009, by 20,000 personnel by fiscal year 2015,” Farrell said. 
But the department has yet to assess the skills and 
competencies of its acquisition work force and identify the 
“appropriate mix” of expertise areas needed in that work 
force. 

Pricing skills are one of the most glaring shortfalls in the 
Pentagon’s procurement work force, said John Hutton, 
director of GAO's acquisition and sourcing management. 
Other gaps include contracting specialists and systems 
engineers. 

Andrews was struck by the notion that the Pentagon is 
short-handed in the area of pricing. “You mean people with 
experience in a given marketplace who could tell a good deal 
from a bad one?” he asked. 

“I would say that.” Hutton replied. 
HASC Chairman Rep. Howard “Buck” McKeon, R-

Calif., said he found it “disheartening” that the Defense 
Department’s continuing shortage of trained acquisition 
personnel is impeding its capacity to oversee increasingly 
complex contracts. Citing a GAO report, McKeon said the 
shortage of trained acquisition and contract oversight 
personnel “contribute to unmet expectations and place the 
department at risk of potentially paying more than necessary." 

The Pentagon is working to fix these problems, said Keith 
Charles, director of acquisitions, technology and logistics 
human capital initiatives at the Defense Department 

As part of an effort started under former Defense 
Secretary Robert Gates, the Pentagon already has hired 10,000 
new civil servants to fill procurement jobs. Another 10,000 
acquisition jobs that currently are held by contractors are 
being transferred to government employees, as part the 
Pentagon’s “insourcing” initiative. “We have completed 3,200 
of this growth,” said Charles. “However, remaining insourcing 
will be on a case-by- case basis.” 

Today’s defense acquisition work force of 152,000 
includes 134,000 civilians and 18,000 military. “That number 
is what we wanted to have at this stage.” 
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Charles said the real crisis in the Pentagon’s work force 
hasn’t happened yet. “The shortage we have is in the five to 
10-year horizon. We need to focus on that and fix that before 
it becomes a disaster.” 

The reason is that many managers in the senior career 
acquisition pool are in or near retirement age, said Charles. 
The mid-career group is not yet ready to take over. 
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This Week in the War of 1812: 
On June 5, 1812, HMS Lord Nelson was captured by USS Brig Oneida's commanding officer, Lt. M.T. 
Woolsey. Lord Nelson had been accused of violating the Embargo Act of 1807, which was imposed in 
response to flagrant violations of U.S. neutrality. The U.S. seized the ship, renamed it USS Scourge and 
placed it in Capt. Isaac Chauncey's squadron, which patrolled Lake Ontario during the war. In August 1813, 
the Scourge sank off Fourteen Mile Creek near present-day Ontario after a sudden, sharp increase in wind 
speed. For more information on the War of 1812, visit hhttttpp::////wwwwww..oouurrffllaaggwwaassssttiilllltthheerree..oorrgg// 
 
TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Navy Marks Battle Of Midway's 70th Anniversary 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 04 JUN 12) ... Audrey McAvoy 

PEARL HARBOR, Hawaii -- Six months after the devastating attack on Pearl Harbor, Japan sent four aircraft carriers to the tiny 
Pacific atoll of Midway to draw out and destroy what remained of the U.S. Pacific Fleet. 

 
2. 70th Anniversary Of The Battle Of Midway Commemoration Held Aboard USS Midway Museum 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 03 JUN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Carla Ocampo, Navy Public Affairs Support 
Element West 

SAN DIEGO -- Active duty, retired service members and their families commemorated the 70th Anniversary of The Battle of 
Midway aboard the USS Midway Museum in San Diego, June 2. 

 
3. Panetta Reveals Plan Focusing On Pacific 
In Singapore speech, defense chief seeks to lend heft to shift to Asia 
(WASHINGTON POST 02 JUN 12) ... William Wan 

SINGAPORE — The United States' top defense official unveiled for his Asian counterparts on Saturday a plan for redirecting the 
U.S. military's focus toward the Pacific, at the start of a week-long trip seen as crucial to the Obama administration's broader strategic 
pivot to Asia. 

 
4. Cam Ranh Bay Lures Panetta Seeking U.S. Return To Vietnam Port 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 03 JUN 12) ... Gopal Ratnam 

Thirty-seven years after the Vietnam War ended in a communist victory, the top U.S. defense official returned to the old hub of 
American military activity seeking greater naval access to the port that greeted most of the more than 2.5 million Americans who 
served in Vietnam. 

 
5. USS Mississippi Joins The Watch As It Officially Enters Navy Service 
(PASCAGOULA MISSISSIPPI PRESS 03 JUN 12) ... Harlan Kirgan 

PASCAGOULA, Mississippi -- The black, stealthy-looking USS Mississippi's sail stood tall over her commissioning ceremony 
Saturday morning at the Port of Pascagoula as if on watch, and it is a posture the ship will keep for at least three decades. 

 
6. NECC Establishes Coastal Riverine Force 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 01 JUN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist Seaman Kay Savarese, Navy Expeditionary Combat 
Command Public Affairs 

VIRGINIA BEACH, Va. -- The Coastal Riverine Force (CORIVFOR) was formally established during a ceremony held at Joint 
Expeditionary Base Little Creek-Fort Story June 1. 
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CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
7. Overhauled Ponce Embarks On Duty As Floating Base 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 02 JUN 12) ... Corinne Reilly 

NORFOLK--For the first time, the Navy on Friday deployed a ship to the Middle East to serve as a designated floating staging 
base, answering a request that commanders have been making for more than 20 years. 

 
8. U.S. Will Put More Warships In Asia: Panetta 
(REUTERS 02 JUN 12) ... David Alexander 

SINGAPORE -- The United States will move the majority of its warships to the Asia-Pacific in coming years and keep six aircraft 
carriers in the region, Defense Secretary Leon Panetta said on Saturday, giving the first details of a new U.S. military strategy. 

 
9. Access To Pacific Harbors Key To U.S. Strategy: Panetta 
(REUTERS 03 JUN 12) ... David Alexander 

CAM RANH BAY, Vietnam (Reuters) - Defense Secretary Leon Panetta visited a deep-water Vietnamese port near the contested 
South China Sea on Sunday, calling access to such harbors critical as the U.S. shifts 60 percent of its warships to the Asia-Pacific by 
2020. 

 
10. 'This Ship Is America' 
Defense chief makes historic visit to U.S. base in Vietnam aboard USNS Byrd 
(STARS AND STRIPES 04 JUN 12) ... Jennifer Hlad, Stars and Stripes 

CAM RANH BAY, Vietnam – Just days after commemorating the start of the Vietnam War at the Vietnam Memorial in 
Washington, D.C., Defense Secretary Leon Panetta made history Sunday by boarding a U.S. ship in this deep-water bay – becoming 
the most senior U.S. defense official to visit the area since the end of the Vietnam war. 

 
11. 3 U.S. Warships Arrive In Waters Off Indonesia For Joint Exercise 
(XINHUA NEWS AGENCY (CHINA) 04 JUN 12) 

JAKARTA -- Three U.S. warships were stationed off waters of Situbondo town of East Java on Monday to take part in joint 
exercises with the Indonesian navy, local media reported. 

 
12. Pacific Partnership Kicks Off With Opening Ceremony In Indonesia 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 04 JUN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Stephen M. Votaw, Navy Public Affairs Support 
Element West 

NORTH SULAWESI, Indonesia -- An opening ceremony was held in Manado to highlight the start of Pacific Partnership 2012 in 
Indonesia June 1. 

 
13. USS New Orleans Makes Port Visit To Sasebo, Japan 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 01 JUN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Gabriel Owens, USS New Orleans Public Affairs 

SASEBO, Japan -- The amphibious transport dock ship USS New Orleans (LPD 18), and embarked Marines assigned to the 11th 
Marine Expeditionary Unit (MEU) arrived in Sasebo, Japan for a scheduled port visit, June 1. 

 
14. U.S. Stalks Seas Filled With Smugglers 
(HOUSTON CHRONICLE 03 JUN 12) ... Dane Schiller 

CARIBBEAN SEA — A U. S. Navy frigate hides in the darkness just over the horizon, its Seahawk helicopter's turbines fired up, 
ready for liftoff. 

 

GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
15. Clinton Urges Cooperation In Resource-Rich Arctic 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 03 JUN 12) ... Bradley Klapper 

TROMSO, Norway--U.S. Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton on Saturday ventured north of the Arctic Circle and urged 
international cooperation in a region that could become a new battleground for natural resources. 

 
16. From A Ferry, A Chinese Fast-Attack Boat 
(REUTERS 02 JUN 12) ... David Lague 

It looked like a textbook win-win deal when Australian high-speed ferry designer AMD Marine Consulting formed a joint venture 
in 1993 with the engineering arm of a state-owned Chinese shipbuilder. 
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17. Panetta Crosses Symbolic Threshold In Vietnam Visit 
(SOUTH CHINA MORNING POST 04 JUN 12) ... Greg Torode 

HONG KONG -- As U.S. Defence Secretary Leon Panetta yesterday crossed the symbolic threshold of visiting Vietnam's 
strategic Cam Ranh Bay, attention was already shifting to just how deep their historic military ties may become. 

 
18. Lips, Teeth And The U.S. Navy 
(NEW YORK TIMES 04 JUN 12) ... Mark McDonald 

HONG KONG — When Chinese and Vietnamese officials raise their glasses at official banquets, they still sometimes toast each 
other with the old Communist-brotherhood slogan that their countries are “as close as lips and teeth.” 

 
19. PHL Navy to start Exercise Pagsasama 
(GMA NEWS (PHILIPPINES) 03 JUN 12) 

An armed forces spokesman said that the Philippine Navy will commence on Sunday a set of training activities in Eastern 
Mindanao called Exercise Pagsasama which is designed to hone the skills of reservists on various naval operations. 

 
20. Canada Eyes Singapore Hub As U.S. Shifts 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 03 JUN 12) 

SINGAPORE — Singapore said June 3 that it was studying a proposal from Canada to set up a logistics facility in the city-state 
for disaster relief efforts, reportedly to support a U.S. military shift to Asia. 

 
21. U.S. Naval Shift To Asia 'Will Leave Gaps In NATO Defence' 
(LONDON TIMES 04 JUN 12) ... Richard Lloyd Parry 

American plans to move ships from the Atlantic to the Pacific will leave gaps in NATO defences because of the effect of the 
European economic crisis, Britain's Armed Forces Minister has warned. 

 
22. India Hopes To Announce U.S. Deals During Panetta Visit 
(DEFENSE NEWS 04 JUN 12) ... Vivek Raghuvanshi 

NEW DELHI — The Indian Ministry of Defence is rushing to put the finishing touches on two major weapon buys from the U.S., 
hoping to announce the final dates for the deals or signal that they're close when U.S. Defense Secretary Leon Panetta visits here June 
6, an MoD official said. 

 
23. Israel Arming German-Supplied Subs With Nukes: Report 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 03 JUN 12) 

BERLIN — Israel is arming submarines supplied and largely financed by Germany with nuclear-tipped cruise missiles, influential 
German newsweekly Der Spiegel reports in its issue to be published June 4. 

 
24. It's Taller Than Nelson's Column And Generates Enough Energy To Power 5,500 Homes - But Does 
Britain Really Need A Super-Sized £3.5bn Aircraft Carrier? 
(LONDON DAILY MAIL (UK) 02 JUN 12) ... Andrew Preston 

Today it looks like a ramshackle tower block – its nine storeys are covered with makeshift scaffolding and white plastic sheeting 
that billows in the breeze. 

 
25. Italy Looks To Sell Used Ships, Vehicles 
(DEFENSE NEWS 04 JUN 12) ... Tom Kington 

ROME — Italy is considering selling or donating up to one-third of its naval fleet in a bid to earn quick cash and slash 
maintenance costs. 

 
26. Pirates Attack Greek Oil Tanker Off Nigeria: IMB 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 02 JUN 12) 

KUALA LUMPUR — Pirates attacked a Greek-owned oil tanker off Nigeria Friday but failed to hijack the ship after the crew hid 
in a safe room, the International Maritime Bureau said. 

 

PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
27. Navy Official Pfannenstiel Resigns 
(KUAM NEWS 03 JUN 12) ... Sabrina Salas Matanane 

GUAM - July 1st will be the last day on the job for Jackalyne Pfannenstiel. She is the assistant secretary of the Navy for energy, 
installations and environment. She announced her resignation Saturday (Guam time) for health reasons. 
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28. Submarine Group 10, Local CSADD Chapter Sign Summer Safety Proclamation 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 01 JUN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class James Kimber, Submarine Group 10 Public Affairs 

KINGS BAY, Ga. -- The commander of Submarine Group 10 and Kings Bay junior enlisted Sailors signed a 101 Critical Days of 
Summer Proclamation June 1. 

 
29. Programs May Help Vets Get Civilian Jobs 
(NAVY TIMES 01 JUN 12) ... Cid Standifer and Rick Maze 

President Obama has announced an initiative that could help thousands of separating service members get the credentials they 
need to qualify for manufacturing jobs. 

 
30. Fleet Pushes Separating Sailors To Use Job-Placement Benefits 
Few have taken full advantage of help, Navy says 
(NAVY TIMES 11 JUN 12) ... Gidget Fuentes 

Sailors cut from the ranks in last year's enlisted retention boards have been slow to take advantage of outplacement services 
offered by the Navy, and fleet leaders have tasked commanders to prod them along. 

 
31. Program Helps Civilians Understand Veterans' Views 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 03 JUN 12) ... Corinne Reilly 

HAMPTON--It's a simple story, and to those with a connection to the Army or Marine Corps, it might even be a cliche. But when 
Eric Endries tells it to outsiders, particularly those in law enforcement, he says it packs just the right punch. 

 
32. TRICARE Rx Co-Pay Hikes Likely 
TRICARE Fee Hikes Blocked; Drug Co-Pays Likely to Pop 
(MILITARY UPDATE 01 JUN 12) ... Tom Philpott 

The Senate Armed Services Committee has agreed with its House counterpart to block the Obama administration’s plan to phase 
in some new and some significantly higher TRICARE enrollment fees and deductibles for military retirees and their families. 

 
33. Navy's Next Battle: Stopping 'Bath Salts' 
Designer drug can beat screening but has many dangerous side effects 
(NAVY TIMES 11 JUN 12) ... Gidget Fuentes 

SAN DIEGO — While the Navy continues to wrestle with spice use among Sailors, a new, dangerous designer drug is gaining 
popularity — and it has health officials concerned. 

 
34. First Look - Running Suit Specs 
Wear testing on PT prototype begins this summer 
(NAVY TIMES 11 JUN 12) ... Sam Fellman 

This summer, a sleek new running suit makes its debut. 
 

35. USS Missississippi, Here We Come 
Commissioning special for Murrah grad 
(JACKSON (MS) CLARION LEDGER 02 JUN 12) ... Billy Watkins 

He has spent a cumulative 4 1/2 years at sea in a submarine and crossed every longitude on the globe. 
 

36. Iowa Sailor Talks About His Injuries Suffered In Afghanistan 
(WATERLOO-CEDAR FALLS (IA) COURIER 03 JUN 12) ... Pat Kinney 

CEDAR FALLS, Iowa — Taylor Morris remembers and feels everything. 
 

37. Original Navy SEAL Teams Honored In Pigeon Forge 
(WBIR NBC KNOXVILLE (TN) 02 JUN 12) ... Mary Scott 

The Navy SEALs, the elite special operations unit of the Navy, is synonymous today with heroism and bravery. 
 

38. Delta Force: Army's 'Quiet Professionals' 
Operate in shadows - not in spotlight 
(WASHINGTON TIMES 04 JUN 12) ... Rowan Scarborough 

As Navy SEALs bask in the limelight for daring missions, some in the Army are wondering whether the other half of the nation's 
counter- terrorism covert warriors - Delta Force - is being upstaged and left in the shadows. 
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39. Officer Relieved Of Duty At Naval Beach Group Two 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 02 JUN 12) ... Corinne Reilly 

VIRGINIA BEACH -- The second-in-command at a Virginia Beach-based unit has been relieved of duty for sexual harassment 
and other misconduct, the Navy said Friday. 

 

FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
40. U.S. Navy Hopes Stealth Ship Answers A Rising China 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 04 JUN 12) ... Eric Talmadge 

SINGAPORE — A super-stealthy warship that could underpin the U.S. navy's China strategy will be able to sneak up on 
coastlines virtually undetected and pound targets with electromagnetic "railguns" right out of a sci-fi movie. 

 
41. Sub Fire Could Have Ripple Effects For Navy Fleet 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 03 JUN 12) ... Michael Melia 

HARTFORD, Conn. — The Navy is evaluating whether it's worth spending millions of dollars to repair the USS Miami, the 
nuclear-powered submarine damaged in a fire in a Maine shipyard. 

 
42. Bartlett: Embattled Nuclear-Ship Mandate Tricky 
(DEFENSE DAILY 02 JUN 12) ... Emelie Rutherford 

A House lawmaker who recently fought off an attempt to kill a requirement that the Navy build nuclear-powered surface ships 
said he does not know if such vessels will ever emerge under current budget constraints. 

 
43. Navy Expects To Complete AoA For LSD(X) Next Year, Admiral Says 
(DEFENSE DAILY 02 JUN 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

The Navy expects to complete an analysis of alternatives (AoA) for the envisioned LSD(X) next year with foreign designs among 
the range of options, Rear Adm. David Lewis, the service's program executive officer for ships, said Friday. 

 
44. Boeing Developing Variety Of JDAM Sensors 
(DEFENSE DAILY 02 JUN 12) ... Pat Host 

Boeing is developing a variety of sensors to enhance its popular Joint Direct Attack Munition (JDAM), its program manager said. 
 

45. Lockheed Hires Temps At Strike-Hit Fort Worth Plant 
(REUTERS 01 JUN 12) ... Andrea Shalal-Esa 

WASHINGTON - Lockheed Martin Corp, the Pentagon's biggest supplier, said on Friday it has hired about 145 temporary 
production and janitorial employees at its Fort Worth, Texas, plant, where a big machinists union has been on strike for six weeks. 

 
46. Some Lawmakers Look For Way Out As Defense Cuts Near 
(NEW YORK TIMES 04 JUN 12) ... Jonathan Weisman 

SUMTER, S.C. — Senator Lindsey Graham rode last week like Paul Revere from South Carolina’s wooded upstate to its 
gracious Lowcountry to its sweltering midsection, offering a bureaucratic rallying cry for his military-heavy state — the defense cuts 
are coming. 

 
47. Defense Cuts Could Mean Political Trouble At Home 
(POLITICO 03 JUN 12) ... Seung Min Kim 

Congress has already been warned that the automatic spending cuts early next year — especially from the Pentagon — could help 
trigger another recession. 

 

BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
48. Battle Of Midway Commemoration Honors Role Of Navy Intelligence 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 02 JUN 12) ... Landess Kearns, U.S. Pacific Fleet Public Affairs 

PEARL HARBOR, Hawaii -- U.S. Pacific Fleet staff and guests gathered at the command's headquarters, June 1, and recognized 
the critical role of Navy operational intelligence in the Battle of Midway during a ceremony commemorating the battle's 70th 
anniversary. 

 
49. Navy Lodge Pensacola Receives TripAdvisor Certificate Of Excellence 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 01 JUN 12) ... Kristine M. Sturkie, Navy Exchange Service Command Public Affairs 

VIRGINIA BEACH, Va. -- The Navy Exchange Service Command (NEXCOM)announced today that its Navy Lodge in 
Pensacola, Fla., has received TripAdvisor's 2012 Certificate of Excellence Award. 
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50. Residents Near Oceana Staying Put After Jet Crash 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 04 JUN 12) ... Mike Hixenbaugh 

VIRGINIA BEACH -- Roaring fighter jets don't bother Walt Hines. The 57-year-old Oceana Gardens resident sat in his front yard 
Tuesday as a seemingly unending line of F/A-18D Hornets screamed less than 200 feet overhead. One passed by every 90 seconds or 
so, with engines so loud they rattled windows and blocked out the shouts of children playing nearby. 

 

NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
51. U.S. Navy Prepares Mission To Solve Riddle Of Amelia Earhart's Death 
Seventy-five years after Amelia Earhart sealed her place in flying history as the first woman to attempt to 
circumnavigate the world, the U.S. Navy is preparing a mission to solve the riddle of her death in the Pacific. 
(LONDON TELEGRAPH (UK) 03 JUN 12) ... Julian Ryall 

TOKYO -- One of the most enduring mysteries of the annals of aviation, is what happened after Miss Earhart last radioed from 
her Lockheed Model 10E "Electra" that she was unable to locate an airstrip for landing. 

 
52. Mutually Assured Cyberdestruction? 
(NEW YORK TIMES 03 JUN 12) ... David E. Sanger 

WASHINGTON -- It took years after the United States dropped the atomic bomb on Hiroshima for the nation to develop a 
common national understanding of when and how to use a weapon of such magnitude. Not until after the Cuban Missile Crisis, 50 
years ago this October, did a consensus emerge that the weapon was too terrible ever to employ again, save as a deterrent and a 
weapon of last resort. 

 
53. Deploying Cyber Weapons Carries Big Risk, Experts Say 
U.S. To Businesses: Cybervirus May Hit You, Too 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 02 JUN 12) ... Richard Lardner 

WASHINGTON— The Obama administration is warning American businesses about an unusually potent computer virus that 
infected Iran’s oil industry even as suspicions persist that the United States is responsible for secretly creating and unleashing 
cyberweapons against foreign countries. 

 
54. Week In Review May. 26, 2012 – Jun. 01, 2012 
(YOUTUBE 01 JUN 12) ... U.S. Navy 

Welcome to this week's U.S. Navy multimedia production featuring selected images from around the fleet received during the 
week of May. 26, 2012 – Jun. 01, 2012. 

 

OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
55. Victory At Sea 
The Battle of Midway at 70 
(WEEKLY STANDARD 11 JUN 12) ... Geoffrey Norman 

In the six months after its surprise attack on Pearl Harbor, the Japanese Navy sailed from one victory to another, across the Pacific 
and into the Indian Ocean, until it seemed as though it was not merely unbeaten, but unbeatable. The Japanese conquered everything 
they attempted to conquer--including the Philippines and Singapore--and they defeated every fleet they encountered. 

 
56. Bringing The USS Mississippi To Life 
(BILOXI (MS) SUN HERALD 02 JUN 12) ... Editorial 

This morning at the Port of Pascagoula, the command will be given to bring the USS Mississippi "to life." 
 

57. The Oceans: Our New ‘Wild West’ 
(HALIFAX CHFONICLE HERALD (CANADA) 02 JUN 12) ... Tim Dunne 

Vice-Admiral Dean McFadden, retired commander of the Royal Canadian Navy, once described the world’s oceans as anything 
but peaceful and placid — more like “the wild west.” He spoke of maritime piracy, human trafficking and the global drug trade, and 
how these threats to Canadian security are carried out on the world’s oceans. 

 
58. Maritime Hypocrisy Puts U.S. At Disadvantage 
(JAPAN TIMES 04 JUN 12) ... Mark Valencia 

KANEOHE, Hawaii — It was quite a scene in the U.S. Senate on May 23 as Defense Secretary Leon Panetta, Secretary of State 
Hillary Clinton and the chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, Martin Dempsey, all testified before the Foreign Relations Committee. 
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59. Thorny Issues Dogging China's Submarine Strategy 
(SINGAPORE STRAITS TIMES 04 JUN 12) ... Robert Karniol 

You've got to wonder why China is pouring vast sums, and considerable effort, into a strategic submarine programme that appears 
to lack any operational purpose. 

 
60. Code Wars 
The growing cyber arms race 
(WASHINGTON POST 04 JUN 12) ... Editorial 

After World War II, when nuclear weapons weighed thousands of pounds and the superpowers threatened each other with 
lumbering strategic bombers that would take hours to reach a target, the strategist Bernard Brodie wrote that the atomic bomb was the 
“absolute weapon.” In 1946, he warned that a nuclear war would come so fast and be so destructive that it would change military 
conflict forever. A decade or so later, fast-flying intercontinental ballistic missiles transformed the threat once again; small nuclear 
warheads could be delivered in less than an hour to targets across the oceans. 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Navy Marks Battle Of Midway's 70th Anniversary 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 04 JUN 12) ... Audrey McAvoy 

PEARL HARBOR, Hawaii -- Six months after the 
devastating attack on Pearl Harbor, Japan sent four aircraft 
carriers to the tiny Pacific atoll of Midway to draw out and 
destroy what remained of the U.S. Pacific Fleet. 

But this time the U.S. knew about Japan's plans. U.S. 
cryptologists had cracked Japanese communications codes, 
giving Fleet Commander Adm. Chester Nimitz notice of 
where Japan would strike, the day and time of the attack, and 
what ships the enemy would bring to the fight. 

The U.S. was badly outnumbered and its pilots less 
experienced than Japan's. Even so, it sank four Japanese 
aircraft carriers the first day of the three-day battle and put 
Japan on the defensive, greatly diminishing its ability to 
project air power as it had in the attack on Hawaii. 

On Monday, current Pacific Fleet commander, Adm. 
Cecil Haney and other officials will fly 1,300 miles northwest 
from Oahu to Midway to market the 70th anniversary of the 
pivotal battle that changed the course of the Pacific war. 

"After the battle of Midway we always maintained the 
initiative and for the remaining three years of the war, the 
Japanese reacted to us," said Vice Adm. Michael Rogers, 
commander of the U.S. Fleet Cyber Command, told a crowd 
gathered outside Nimitz's old office at Pearl Harbor on Friday 
to commemorate the role naval intelligence played in the 
events of Jun 4-7, 1942. 

"It all started really in May of 1942 with station Hypo (the 
Combat Intelligence Unit at Pearl Harbor) and the work of 
some great people working together to try to understand what 
were the Japanese thinking, what were they going to do," 
Rogers said Friday. 

Intelligence wasn't the only reason for U.S. victory. 
The brave heroics by dive bomber pilots, Japanese 

mistakes and luck all played a role. But Nimitz himself 
observed it was critical to the outcome, said retired Rear Adm. 
Mac Showers, the last surviving member of the intelligence 
team that deciphered Japanese messages. 

"His statement a few days later was 'had it not been for 
the excellent intelligence that was provided, we would have 
read about the capture of Midway in the morning newspaper,'" 
said Showers said in an interview. 

Japan's vessels outnumbered U.S. ships 4-to-1, Japan's 
aviators had more experience, and its Zero fighter planes 
could easily outmaneuver U.S. aircraft. 

But Japan, unlike the U.S., had little knowledge of what 
its enemy was doing. 

Japanese commanders believed a U.S. task force was far 
away in the Solomon Islands. Then, as June 4 neared and 
Nimitz prepared his troops, Japanese commanders failed to 
recognize signs of increased military activity around Hawaii 
as an indication the U.S. had uncovered their plans to attack 
Midway, the site of a small U.S. base. 

The U.S. lost one carrier, 145 planes and 307 men. Japan 
lost four aircraft carriers, a heavy cruiser, 291 planes and 
4,800 men, according to the U.S. Navy and to an account by 
former Japanese naval officers in "Midway: The Battle That 
Doomed Japan, the Japanese Navy's Story." 

The defeat was so overwhelming that the Japanese navy 
kept the details a closely guarded secret and most Japanese 
never heard of the battle until after the war. 

Nimitz got his intelligence from Showers and a few dozen 
others relentlessly analyzing Japanese code in the basement of 
a Pearl Harbor administrative building. 

Japanese messages were written using 45,000 five-digit 
numbers representing phrases and words. 

The cryptographers had to figure out what the numbers 
said without the aid of computers. 

"In order to read the messages, we had to recover the 
meaning of each one of those code groups. The main story of 
our work was recovering code group meanings one-by-
painful-one," Showers said. 

At the time of the Dec. 7, 1941 attack on Pearl Harbor, 
they understood a small fraction of the messages. By May 
1942, they could make educated guesses. 

A key breakthrough came when they determined Japan 
was using the letters "AF" to refer to Midway. 

Showers said Cmdr. Joseph Rochefort, the team's leader, 
and Nimitz were confident the letters referred to the atoll. But 
Adm. Ernest King, the Navy's top commander, wanted to be 
sure before he allowed Nimitz to send the precious few U.S. 
aircraft carriers out to battle. 

So Nimitz had the patrol base at Midway send a message 
to Oahu saying the island's distillation plant was down, and it 
urgently needed fresh water. Soon after, both an intelligence 
team in Australia and Rochefort's unit picked up a Japanese 
message saying "AF" had a water shortage. 

Showers was an ensign in the office, having just joined 
the Navy. He analyzed code deciphered by cryptographers, 
plotted ships on maps of the Pacific, and filed information. 

Now 92 and living in Arlington, Va., the Iowa City, Iowa 
native went on to a career in intelligence. He served on 
Nimitz's staff on Guam toward the end of the war, and 
returned later to Pearl Harbor for stints leading the Pacific 
Fleet's intelligence effort. After the Navy, he worked for the 
Central Intelligence Agency. 

Showers said commanders weren't always as open to 
using intelligence to plan their course of attack the way Nimitz 
was. Some were suspicious of it. 

But Midway changed that. 
"It used to be a lot of people thought intelligence was 

something mysterious and they didn't believe in it and they 
didn't have to pay attention to it. Admiral Nimitz was 
fortunately what we call intelligence-friendly," Showers said. 

Groton Naval Base To Hold Ceremony Marking 70th 
Anniversary Of Battle Of Midway 

(ASSOCIATED PRESS 02 JUN 12) 
GROTON, Conn. — The Navy's submarine base in 

Groton is hosting a ceremony to honor the 70th anniversary of 
a key battle in World War II. 

A wreath will be laid in the Thames River on Monday to 
honor service members lost in the Battle of Midway in the 
Pacific. 

Deen Brown, a retired Navy Sailor who participated in the 
battle as a crew member of the USS Trout, will be a guest at 
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the ceremony. The submarine base's commanding officer, 
Capt. Marc Denno, will be the featured speaker. 

The event at the Submarine Force Library and Museum is 
open to the public. 

Battle Of Midway To Be Commemorated Today 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 04 JUN 12) 
VIRGINIA BEACH -- There will be a ceremony Monday 

at the Oceanfront to commemorate the 70th anniversary of the 
Battle of Midway. 

The wreath-laying ceremony, which is open to the public, 
will be at 10 a.m. at the Aviation Memorial Park, at 25th 
Street and Atlantic, according to a Naval Air Force Atlantic 
news release. Rear Adm. Ted Branch, Commander of Naval 
Air Force Atlantic, will be the guest speaker. 

Battle Of Midway Observance To Be Held At 
Pensacola NAS 

(PENSACOLA NEWS JOURNAL 02 JUN 12) 
A commemoration ceremony in recognition of the 70th 

anniversary of the Battle of Midway will be held at 10 a.m. 
Tuesday on board Pensacola Naval Air Station at the National 
Naval Aviation Museum. 

Rear Admiral Donald P. Quinn, commander, Naval 
Education and Training Command, will be the guest speaker 
at the event. 

The Blue Angels will practice at 8:30 a.m. before the 
commemoration ceremony, and the public is invited to attend 
both events. 

The Battle of Midway occurred June 4-7, 1942, and it is 
recognized as an important victory for the United States Navy 
in World War II. 

Broadcast Clip - Voices From Midway, Destination 
Point Luck 

(YOUTUBE 01 JUN 12) U.S. Navy 
Destination Point Luck is a one hour documentary with 

interviews with many of the participants of the Battle Of 
Midway. 

Narrated by Ernest Borgnine, the interviewees include 
PBY pilots. Code breakers from the hypo unit, marines from 
Midway Atoll and pilots from the USS Hornet, USS 
Yorktown and USS Enterprise. Destination Point Luck 
follows the Navy from Pearl Harbor and the Battle of the 
Coral Sea to the victory at Midway. 

View Clip - Part 1 – (RT: 4:08) 
View Clip - Part 2 – (RT: 4:31) 
View Clip - Part 3 – (RT: 3:41) 
View Clip - Part 4 – (RT: 3:53) 
View Clip - Part 5 – (RT: 8:34) 
View Clip - Part 6 – (RT: 8:06) 
View Clip - Part 7 – (RT: 5:37) 
View Clip - Part 8 – (RT: 6:08) 
View Clip - Part 9 – (RT: 12:51) 
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2. 70th Anniversary Of The Battle Of Midway Commemoration Held Aboard USS Midway Museum 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 03 JUN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Carla Ocampo, Navy Public Affairs Support 
Element West 

SAN DIEGO -- Active duty, retired service members and 
their families commemorated the 70th Anniversary of The 
Battle of Midway aboard the USS Midway Museum in San 
Diego, June 2. 

The Battle of Midway took place June 4-7, 1942. During 
the battle, U.S. Navy carrier strike forces defeated an Imperial 
Japanese strike force that prevented them from capturing 
Midway Island. The Battle of Midway is an important marker 
in naval heritage because it is considered to have changed the 
course of the war in the Pacific within just a few days. 

"When we face our darkest hours, we must always 
remember Midway - the resiliency of our Sailors in the face of 
such odds, the power of decisive leadership, and most of all on 
this night, as their numbers dwindle, the distinguished service 
of those who valiantly fought and brought honor to the Navy 
and the nation," said Adm. Mark Ferguson, vice chief of naval 
operations and guest speaker for the event. 

During the commemoration, 15 surviving veterans of the 
Battle were acknowledged for their sacrifices and actions 
during the battle. 

"It's important to remember our history because we 
wouldn't be here without those who fought before us," said 
Information Technician 2nd Class Stephany Sherman, 
attendee. "I am honored to be able to be here to support and 
thank the Midway veterans." 

While delivering the keynote address, Ferguson spoke of 
the importance of the pacific region to America during the 
battle and its importance today. 

"We are again focusing on the Pacific - this time not in 
war, but in recognition that our long-term economic and 
security interests are inextricably linked to developments in 
the Asia-Pacific region," said Ferguson. "Our new defense 
strategy underscores our continued commitment to our allies 
and partners in the Pacific. We are proud to count among our 
allies today: Japan, Australia, and many other partner nations 
that recognize that security and stability are forged in these 
partnerships." 

As part of the commemoration, a special Battle of 
Midway documentary was presented. The video consisted of 
interviews with the Midway veterans where they recounted the 
events of those four days in battle. 

"We should never forget their sacrifice and service, and 
hold ourselves to the standard of Midway when our moment 
comes," said Ferguson. 

Broadcast Clip - Battle of Midway: 70th Anniversary 
(KSND NBC SAN DIEGO 03 JUN 12) Lea Sutton 
Our nation's top Naval leaders gathered in San Diego 

Saturday to commemorate the 70th anniversary of the 1942 
Battle of Midway and honor the veterans who fought in that 
battle. 

View Clip (RT: 2:13) 
Return to Index 
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3. Panetta Reveals Plan Focusing On Pacific 
In Singapore speech, defense chief seeks to lend heft to shift to Asia 
(WASHINGTON POST 02 JUN 12) ... William Wan 

SINGAPORE — The United States' top defense official 
unveiled for his Asian counterparts on Saturday a plan for 
redirecting the U.S. military's focus toward the Pacific, at the 
start of a week-long trip seen as crucial to the Obama 
administration's broader strategic pivot to Asia. 

By 2020, Defense Secretary Leon E. Panetta told a 
conference of defense officials from 28 Asia-Pacific countries, 
the United States will have 60 percent of its naval forces in the 
Pacific and 40 percent in the Atlantic, in contrast to the current 
50-50 split. 

The strategic shift to Asia aims to use traditional 
allegiances, as well as budding partnerships with countries 
such as Vietnam and India, to offset China’s rising military 
power and assertiveness. But since it was announced in 
November, the new policy has drawn questions from Asian 
leaders about what the pivot means, how substantive and 
permanent it will be and how it may affect countries caught in 
the struggle between the United States and China for regional 
influence. 

On Saturday, Panetta sought to allay the doubts about the 
policy that were spurred by a lack of specifics and by looming 
budget cuts. While he did not provide the level of detail many 
have demanded, the planned shift in the balance of U.S. naval 
forces was a concrete new takeaway, clearly intended to lend 
both symbolic and strategic heft to the pivot to Asia. 

But part of the upgrade to a 60 percent Pacific presence 
will probably be achieved through targeted attrition, with the 
weight falling in the Atlantic region. The U.S. fleet now stands 
at roughly 285 battleships, with about half deployed or 
assigned to the Pacific. Defense officials declined to say 
exactly how many ships will be deployed in the region by 
2020 but insisted that even with cuts, the number would be 
higher than it is now. 

Panetta also pledged to expand U.S. military exercises in 
the Pacific and port visits in areas such as the Indian Ocean. 
And he referred to a handful of systems being developed with 
the Pacific in mind, including a new bomber, an aerial 
refueling tanker and advanced anti-submarine aircraft. 

Upcoming defense cuts will limit any increase of Pacific 
assets, with $487 billion in cuts expected over the next decade 
and an additional $500 billion possible unless Congress acts 
by raising revenue or shrinking other parts of the U.S. budget. 

But in comments to reporters, Panetta argued that the new 
Asia strategy could still have significant impact. 

“The budget does encompass what we need,” Panetta 
said, noting that the new strategy entails less expensive ways 
of projecting U.S. power into Asia, including military ex-
changes and short rotations of American troops in strategic 
countries to shore up alliances. 

“We’re moving away from the Cold War strategy where 
you build permanent bases and basically impose our power on 
the region,” Panetta said. 

The Pentagon recently launched one such rotational 
deployment in Australia, and others are being discussed in the 
Philippines and elsewhere, although defense officials declined 
to specify additional countries. 

One key aspect of the plan, Panetta said, is building 
multilateral ties through economic and diplomatic avenues, as 

well as militarily. The advantage of working with several 
other countries at once is the ability to force Beijing to deal 
with smaller countries in Asia as a collective and to prevent 
China from bullying them individually when disputes arise, 
experts say. 

“This is not about containment of China,” Panetta said. 
“This is about bringing China into that relationship to try to 
deal with common challenges we all face,” such as 
humanitarian assistance and proliferation of weapons of mass 
destruction. 

Taking a multilateral approach means overcoming 
significant hurdles that have kept some Asian countries from 
cooperating in the past, said Dean Cheng, an Asian military 
analyst at the Heritage Foundation. 

“These are countries that often don’t like or trust each 
other. They have unsettled borders, historical grievances. 
Some of them can’t even agree on basic things like what to 
call this sea or that island,” Cheng said. “But you need that 
cooperation because there’s nothing in the region equivalent to 
NATO.” 

Panetta’s message also included a note of caution to some 
allies to not misinterpret an expanded U.S. presence as cover 
for more aggressive actions. 

In recent weeks, the Philippines, especially, has taken a 
more bellicose tone in its fight with China over territories in 
the South China Sea. The area, rich in oil and natural gas, is 
increasingly the subject of an acrimonious dispute among 
several countries attending the Singapore conference. 

“We do not take sides on the competing territorial 
claims,” Panetta told those countries in his address, “but we do 
want this dispute resolved peacefully.” 

China — the country claiming the largest portion of the 
sea and also attracting the sharpest criticism — sent a low-
ranking delegation to the conference. The snub was intended 
as a signal, said Ernie Bower, a Southeast Asia expert at the 
Center for Strategic and International Studies. 

“Because the conference is so important to the 
Singaporeans, it’s basically China telling them, ‘You guys 
need to do more to control your ASEAN brethren — 
Philippines and Vietnam,’ ” Bower said. “There’s clear 
nervousness over how Philippines are playing their hand.” 

The Obama administration’s overall Asia strategy was 
developed out of a belief that China responds best to a position 
of strength, when the United States has other countries 
working with it. According to senior U.S. officials, the policy 
reflects an intense study of historical hegemonic shake-ups: 
the rise of the United States as a global power; Germany’s rise 
in Europe after World War I; Athens and Sparta. The idea was 
to turn to history for answers as the United States confronts 
the next rising superpower: China. 

While the “Pivot to Asia” policy last year was meant to 
reassure Asian allies, many Chinese leaders interpreted it as a 
U.S. conspiracy to interfere with China’s regional goals and 
slow its development. The notion of a pivot also prompted 
concern among European and Middle East leaders that U.S. 
attention to their regions would wane. 

As a result, the administration has discarded the word 
“pivot” in favor of “Rebalance toward the Asia-Pacific.” 



 

11 
 

That new term was the title of Panetta’s speech on 
Saturday and a message he will try to hammer home as he 

continues on to Vietnam and India. 

Return to Index 
 

4. Cam Ranh Bay Lures Panetta Seeking U.S. Return To Vietnam Port 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 03 JUN 12) ... Gopal Ratnam 

Thirty-seven years after the Vietnam War ended in a 
communist victory, the top U.S. defense official returned to 
the old hub of American military activity seeking greater naval 
access to the port that greeted most of the more than 2.5 
million Americans who served in Vietnam. 

Defense Secretary Leon Panetta became the highest-
ranking American official to visit Cam Ranh Bay since the 
Vietnam War, after arriving yesterday at the former American 
and South Vietnamese air base there in his U.S. Air Force 747 
jet. 

The visit, a week after Americans commemorated their 
58,282 countrymen and women who died in the war, reflected 
the U.S.’s expanding relationship with a former enemy and 
efforts by the Obama administration to counter the rise of 
China as a competitor for influence in Asia. 

“This is a historic trip,” Panetta told the Sailors on the 
USNS Richard E. Byrd, a U.S. merchant-marine supply ship 
undergoing repairs at the Cam Ranh Bay port. “The fact that 
the ship is here and being serviced by Vietnamese contractors 
is a tremendous indication of how far we have come.” 

While the fear of a communist takeover of South Vietnam 
propelled the U.S. into war five decades ago, the emergence of 
China prompted the Obama administration to rewrite military 
strategy with the goal of increasing the American presence in 
the Asia-Pacific region and working with countries that 
express anxiety about the prospect of Chinese dominance. 

Stationing more U.S. forces in the region requires 
working with partners such as Vietnam and being “able to use 
harbors like this as we move our ships from our ports on the 
West Coast towards our stations here in the Pacific,” Panetta 
told reporters on the Byrd’s deck. 

Non-Combat Ships 
So far, Vietnam lets only non-combat ships, such as the 

Byrd, dock at Cam Ranh Bay, a U.S. defense official said. 
Supply ships operated by the U.S. Military Sealift Command 
and manned by merchant marines call at the port for repairs 
and maintenance, said the official, who spoke on condition of 
anonymity to discuss the sensitive Vietnamese restrictions. 

Cam Ranh Bay, located about 220 miles (354 kilometers) 
north of Ho Chi Minh City, has been of strategic significance 
to the world’s powers for more than 100 years. 

The more elderly among the Vietnamese in conical straw 
hats who waved at Panetta’s motorcade yesterday had seen the 
Americans pass this way before, followed by the Russians. 
Their ancestors had watched the French and Japanese come 
and, eventually, go. 

Built By France 
Built by the French in the 19th century and later occupied 

by Japan during World War II, Cam Ranh Bay was offered to 
the U.S. by its ally South Vietnam in 1965. The U.S. upgraded 
the air and naval facilities for use in the war. It was handed 
back to South Vietnam in 1972 as part of the so-called 
Vietnamization effort and captured by the communist forces in 
1975. 

About four years later, the Soviet Union was granted 
access to Cam Ranh Bay. It upgraded the war-torn facilities, 
adding runways, dry docks, shelters for submarines, weapons-
storage facilities and signals intelligence stations, according to 
a history of the port by Ian Storey and Carlyle Thayer, “Cam 
Ranh Bay: Past imperfect, Future Conditional,” published in 
2001 by the journal Contemporary Southeast Asia. 

While the Soviet presence at Cam Ranh Bay declined at 
the end of the Cold War, Russia held on to the port until 2002, 
Storey and Thayer wrote. Since then Vietnam has opened Cam 
Ranh Bay to international commerce. 

58,282 Dead 
The significance of visiting Cam Ranh Bay less than a 

week after the U.S. marked Memorial Day was invoked by 
Panetta. 

“Last Monday I stood before the Vietnam Memorial” in 
Washington, “to recognize the 50th anniversary of the 
Vietnam War,” Panetta said. “Today I stand on a U.S. ship at 
Cam Ranh Bay to recognize the 17th anniversary of 
harmonization of relationship between U.S. and Vietnam.” 

In addition to the deaths of 58,282 U.S. troops in the 
Vietnam War, 1,666 Americans are still missing. The U.S. and 
Vietnam have a joint effort to find and return remains. 

Panetta said the U.S. and Vietnam aren’t slaves to their 
history even though a “tremendous amount of blood was 
spilled on all sides” during the war. 

Vietnam and the U.S. resumed diplomatic relations in 
1995, and since then U.S. ships have called on several 
Vietnamese ports. In November 2003, the missile frigate USS 
Vandegrift arrived in Ho Chi Minh City, the first U.S. Navy 
ship to dock in Vietnam since the end of the war. 

Committed To Region 
“It’s significant to have a secretary of defense of the 

United States visit Cam Ranh Bay,” said former Senator 
Chuck Hagel, a Vietnam War veteran and one of the founders 
of the annual Shangri-La Dialogue, which Panetta addressed 
in Singapore on June 2. 

“It reinforces the belief that America is committed to that 
region and to our relationships with the nations in the region, 
including those that once were our enemy,” Hagel, a Nebraska 
Republican, said yesterday in a phone interview. 

Vietnam and China have clashed over which country has 
rights to the Paracels and Spratly Islands in the South China 
Sea. 

Inviting Panetta to visit Cam Ranh Bay is a signal to 
China that Vietnam has U.S. backing, Thayer, an emeritus 
professor at the University of New South Wales in Australia, 
said in an e- mail. 

Message To China 
Panetta’s visit is “aimed at sending a strategic message to 

Beijing that Chinese assertiveness will be resisted,” even 
though the U.S. and Vietnam may deny it, Thayer said. 

The U.S. defense secretary’s visit to Cam Ranh Bay 
wasn’t publicly announced until the evening before his arrival, 
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and Vietnam’s deputy defense minister, General Nguyen Chi 
Vinh, played down the significance of the stop beforehand. 

Vietnam “did not share” the idea that it was attempting to 
create a deterrent to China’s military rise, Vinh told the South 
China Morning Post, in an interview published June 2. 

“To have peace, stability and security in the region, it is 
very important for us to have good relations with China so that 
we can enjoy mutual benefit,” the newspaper quoted Vinh as 
saying. 

Panetta was less reluctant to portray U.S.-Vietnam 
relations as gaining momentum. He told reporters on the 
USNS Byrd that he had come to Vietnam to make progress on 
a memorandum of understanding signed by the two countries 
in September and “expand on that relationship.” 

“We look forward to working together with the country of 
Vietnam and take this relationship to the next level,” Panetta 
said. The U.S. would help Vietnam establish rules of conduct 
in the South China Sea and deal with “critical maritime 
issues,” he said. 

Panetta Is First Top U.S. Official Since War In Cam 
Ranh Bay 

U.S. Defense Secretary Leon Panetta today met U.S. 
personnel at Cam Ranh Bay, becoming the top most American 
official to visit the former U.S. military base since the end of 
the Vietnam War. 

"This is a historic trip," Panetta told Sailors aboard the 
USNS Richard E. Byrd, a U.S. merchant marine supply ship. 
“The fact that the ship is here and being serviced by 
Vietnamese contractors is a tremendous indication of how far 
we have come” 

Cam Ranh Bay, a deep-water port located about 220 miles 
(354 kilometers) north of Ho Chi Minh city, hosted the U.S. 
naval and air base that was the main point of entry for 
equipment and supplies during the Vietnam War. 

Panetta’s visit signals closer military ties between one- 
time foes who resumed diplomatic relations 17 years ago. The 
warming relationship with Vietnam, which shares a land 
border to the north with China, has received a boost since 
President Barack Obama announced a strategy to rebalance 
U.S. military forces toward the Asia-Pacific region. 

“This is the place where lots of ships, troops and 
supplies” came through during the war and a “tremendous 
amount of blood was spilled on all sides,” Panetta said. 
“Access to U.S. naval ships to this facility is a key 
component” of the U.S. strategy for the Asia-Pacific region 
and “we see a tremendous opportunity” to take the relationship 
with Vietnam “to the next level,” Panetta said. 

Vietnamese Ports 
U.S. vessels including non-military medical and supply 

ships began calling at Vietnamese ports after relations were 
normalized in 1995. In November 2003, the missile frigate 
USS Vandegrift arrived in Ho Chi Minh City, the first U.S. 
Navy ship to dock in Vietnam since the end of the war. 

Panetta travels to Hanoi tonight and will meet with his 
counterpart, Defense Minister Phung Quang Thanh, to discuss 
implementing a defense memorandum of understanding the 
two countries signed last year, according to U.S. defense 
officials who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss 
diplomatic talks. 

The agreement made in September calls for regular top-
level meetings as well as cooperation on maritime security, 
search and rescue, peacekeeping activities and humanitarian 
aid and disaster relief. 

Panetta is on a three-country trip to Asia including 
Singapore, Vietnam and India to bolster military ties in a 
region that Obama has said is critical to U.S. interests. 

The U.S. will increase its naval power in the Pacific, 
Panetta said yesterday at the Shangri-La Dialogue security 
talks held in Singapore. 
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5. USS Mississippi Joins The Watch As It Officially Enters Navy Service 
(PASCAGOULA MISSISSIPPI PRESS 03 JUN 12) ... Harlan Kirgan 

PASCAGOULA, Mississippi -- The black, stealthy-
looking USS Mississippi's sail stood tall over her 
commissioning ceremony Saturday morning at the Port of 
Pascagoula as if on watch, and it is a posture the ship will 
keep for at least three decades. 

Like others during the program, Capt. John McGrath, 
Mississippi's commanding officer, noted the power of the 
Navy's newest, most modern nuclear-powered Virginia-class 
submarine. 

"Ladies and gentlemen, the Mississippi has just assumed 
the watch for the next 30 years," McGrath said. "She will 
stand always ready and the crew and I will see to it that her 
aim is always true." 

The 7,800-ton USS Mississippi (SSN 782) is the ninth 
submarine in its class. Electric Boat and its major 
subcontractor, Huntington Ingalls Industries-Newport News, 
have received contracts to build the first 18 submarines of a 
planned 30-ship Virginia class. 

One focus of the commissioning ceremony arrived when 
Allison Stiller, the ship's sponsor and deputy assistant 
secretary of the Navy for ship programs, said, "Without 

further ado, officers and crew of USS Mississippi, man our 
ship and bring her to life." 

The commissioning ceremony started about a half-hour 
later than planned, as the crowd trickled onto the pier and 
nearly filled the 7,500 seats. 

The crew in full dress whites ran to the $2 billion, 377-
foot-long submarine with a cheer, and filled the decks at about 
11:30 a.m. 

Secretary of the Navy Ray Mabus, a former Mississippi 
governor, placed the Mississippi into service, and served as 
Saturday's principal speaker. 

"I'm really happy to be back here in Mississippi to 
commission the wonderfully named USS Mississippi, one of 
our most flexible platforms," Mabus said. 

The Mississippi represents many things to the Navy and 
the nation, he said. 

"The fleet went down dramatically from 2001 -- 9/11 -- to 
2009 when I took office," he said. "We are building the fleet. 
We are going to hit 300 ships before the end of this decade." 

The Mississippi has a historic role, he said. 
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"This is the fifth ship named the USS Mississippi," he 
said. "We've been a state for 194 years, and this has only 
happened five times, so it is makes it pretty special." 

Mabus said each of those ships represented the evolution 
of how the Navy powered its ships. 

"The first was sail, the second was a member of the Great 
White Fleet powered by coal, third was oil, a battleship, the 
fourth was a nuclear-powered cruiser, and now we've got a 
nuclear-powered submarine," he said. 

The Mississippi carries a 30-year supply of fuel. 
"Finally, this ship is a testament to how good our 

workforce is," he said. "This ship came in over a year early, 
under budget and it represents not only a boost to our national 
security, but a boost to our economy and jobs." 

The Mississippi is capable of traditional submarine roles, 
such as anti-surface and anti-submarine warfare, Mabus said, 
but "it can also do some very unusual things. It can operate in 
shallow waters and bring out special forces. It can do irregular 
warfare. it can do reconnaissance. It can do intelligence-
gathering and it can do it all completely undetected." 

Adm. Jonathan Greenert, chief of naval operations, said, 
"We owe this nation, we owe the people of this nation 
undersea dominance. We have to dominate the undersea 
domain. This crew will be well-trained. They have a 
magnificent platform that is resilient and high-tech. It is time 
to get out here and it get it done." 

Greenert said the Mississippi's open architecture design 
would allow the submarine to "expand and move ahead with 
technology, especially in IT and in processing." 

Greenert declined to say what the Mississippi's first 
deployment might be, but said, "This submarine will operate 
around the world." 

The admiral also thanked Mississippi for taking care of 
the families of the ship's 145-member crew. About 400 family 
members visited the coast for the commissioning. 

"I'd like to thank the people of the Pascagoula and in 
Mississippi for being such great hosts and hostesses for our 
Sailors, not only for the Mississippi, but for decades," he said. 
"The Navy has been in this community for such a long time 
and it is one of the best places to be homeported." 

U.S. Sen. Roger Wicker, R-Tupelo, said, "Today we 
commission a mighty submarine that bears a mighty proud 
name." 

And Wicker offered a prayer for the ship: "From 
Pascagoula's shores we send the finest Sailors known to men. 
Proud Mississippi's name they bear. Lord, bless them and keep 
them free from care. Protect them when they call to thee -- 
Our sons and daughters now at sea." 

Gov. Phil Bryant said the spirit of his father, Dewey 
Charles Bryant, a Navy World War II veteran, will travel with 
the Mississippi, and said it was the highest honor of his career 
to be at the commissioning. 

"This generation will be the watchmen on the walls of 
world peace," Bryant said. "It is the Mississippi that carries the 
watchmen on those walls. Let us pray for their safety from this 
day forward." 

McGrath, who was the final speaker, praised his crew and 
said they were a key reason the Mississippi was completed 
nearly a year early. 

"Unselfish and hardworking, they are the reason our ship 
is here today faster than any previous Virginia class, and ready 
for action," he said. 

Despite the early completion of the ship, McGrath said 
the crew managed to perform award-winning community 
service work. 

McGrath said that while the Mississippi possesses the 
latest technology, it is of the same rugged construction and 
brute power of its forebears. 

"We have not fully unleashed our submarines against 
enemy nations since World War II, and rightly so," he said. 
"Our unique capacity for destruction makes it imperative that 
we be used sparingly. As it was in World War II, it is today on 
the high seas: our submarines continue to be the ships that 
almost universally inspire a sense of dread." 

Other speakers included Kevin Poitras, president of 
General Dynamics Electric Boat; Matthew Mulherin, 
corporate vice president and president of Newport News 
Shipbuilding at Huntington Ingalls Industries Inc.; U.S. Rep. 
Steven Palazzo, R-Biloxi; U.S. Sen. Thad Cochran, R-
Jackson; and U.S. Rep. Joe Courtney, D-Conn. 

The crowd for the commissioning ceremony built slowly 
through the morning. Most seats were unfilled at 9 a.m., but 
the guests continued to file onto the pier past the scheduled 10 
a.m. start, and the ceremony was delayed until 10:30 a.m. 

Among those arriving early was state Rep. John Read of 
Gautier, who served on the nuclear-powered submarine 
George Washington in the 1960s. 

"It is not what I see, it is what I feel," Read said of the 
sleek Mississippi at the Port of Pascagoula. 

Mackie and Debbie McKissack of Pascagoula, both 
Ingalls shipyard employees, said they had worked in 
submarine-building programs, but this was the first time they 
had attended a commissioning ceremony. 

"To be able to attend a commissioning is just unreal," 
Debbie McKissack said. 

The crowd was estimated at about 6,000 on the west bank. 
About 300 people watched the ceremony from the east, said 
Sgt. Doug Adams of the Pascagoula Police Department. 

Adams said the commissioning occurred without incident. 
The commissioning ceremony follows the arrival of the 

USS Mississippi to Pascagoula on May 25. The submarine's 
crew has been celebrated at public events, such as 
Pascagoula's Sounds by the Sea, and private events, like a 
shrimp boil Friday afternoon in Pascagoula. 

Crewmembers performed community service projects 
earlier this week with Habitat for Humanity and the American 
Red Cross South Mississippi Chapter in Pascagoula. 

The Chairman's Reception held Friday night at the Biloxi 
Civic Center was a private event, which featured food from 
around Mississippi. 

View Gallery (42 Photos) 
USS Mississippi Joins The Navy In Commissioning 

Ceremony In Pascagoula 
(BILOXI (MS) SUN HERALD 02 JUN 12) Michael 

Newsom 
PASCAGOULA -- In their spotless Navy whites, the 

crew of the new $2 billion USS Mississippi sprinted to their 
new submarine Saturday after it was placed into service by 
U.S. Navy Secretary Ray Mabus. 

Thousands turned out to welcome the new submarine into 
the Navy -- so many that a traffic jam on the route to the 
commissioning site at the Port of Pascagoula led officials to 
delay the event for about a half hour to allow everyone to 
arrive. 
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Excitement among the gathered spectators was palpable, 
and following the ceremony some had tears in their eyes as 
they watched the crew of the Mississippi stand atop it with the 
midday sun shining down on them. 

Mabus, a former Mississippi governor, placed the sub in 
service at 11:28 a.m. He told reporters he was particularly 
pleased with the Mississippi, which officials called the most 
technologically advanced submarine ever built. 

He said it's one of the key pieces in the effort to rebuild 
the Navy fleet, which will have about 300 ships by the end of 
the decade. The new sub will sail the world emblazoned with 
the state's motto, "virtute et armis" -- by valor and arms. 

"This is the best submarine in the world," Mabus said. 
Gov. Phil Bryant, the son of a World War II Navy 

veteran, said attending the commissioning of the sub named 
for his state was the "highest honor" of his career. The 
governor drew a parallel between the submarine and the 
resiliency of the people of Mississippi, who he said have 
rebounded from many trials throughout the state's history. 

"You can be certain that just as it dives, this great ship 
will rise," Bryant said. "Mississippi rises each time the waters 
go around us and when we seem to be forever lost, there is 
that moment of truth when we have a choice -- stay down or 
rise. Ladies and gentlemen, Mississippians always choose to 
rise. The Mississippi will do the same." 

U.S. Sen. Roger Wicker called the Mississippi a "mighty 
submarine that bears a mighty proud name" and noted it was 
appropriate it was finished a year ahead of schedule to be 
ready for combat. 

"Mississippians have always been early to step forward in 
the service of their country," Wicker said. 

U.S. Rep. Steven Palazzo said the ship bears the name of 
a state whose people have gone to war in high numbers, but 
also supported the war efforts from home through their work 
in the shipbuilding and defense industries. He lauded the work 
that produced the USS Mississippi. 

"This submarine before us today truly embodies 
American exceptionalism," Palazzo said. 

U.S. Navy Capt. John McGrath, a native of Neptune N.J., 
is the Mississippi's commanding officer. Its sponsor is Allison 
Stiller, deputy assistant secretary of the U.S. Navy for ships. 
Three Mississippi natives are on the ship's crew -- Petty 
Officer 1st Class Joshua Bordelon of Pascagoula, Petty Officer 
1st Class Chadwick Spradling of Byhalia and Seaman Devin 
Williams of Liberty. 

Construction on the USS Mississippi, which is the ninth 
in the Virginia class, began in February 2007. General 
Dynamics Electric Boat in Groton, Conn., and Newport News 
Shipbuilding, a Virginia-based division of Huntington Ingalls, 
are building the new Virginia-class subs for the Navy. 

The Mississippi was christened in Groton, Conn., in 
December, where it will be based for the immediate future. 

"We wish for you fair winds and following seas wherever 
you sail," U.S. Sen. Thad Cochran said. 

Photo Gallery - USS Mississippi Joins The Watch As 
It Officially Enters Navy Service 

(PASCAGOULA MISSISSIPPI PRESS 03 JUN 12) 
View Gallery (42 Photos) 
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6. NECC Establishes Coastal Riverine Force 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 01 JUN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist Seaman Kay Savarese, Navy Expeditionary Combat 
Command Public Affairs 

VIRGINIA BEACH, Va. -- The Coastal Riverine Force 
(CORIVFOR) was formally established during a ceremony 
held at Joint Expeditionary Base Little Creek-Fort Story June 
1. 

CORIVFOR is composed of 2,500 active and about 2,000 
Reserve Sailors capable of conducting 24-hour operations. 

"This is a truly momentous day," said Rear Adm. Michael 
Tillotson, commander of Navy Expeditionary Combat 
Command. "I see this as the beginning of a greater capability, 
we have the opportunity to really move forward." 

CORIVFOR, a merger of the Riverine force and Maritime 
Expeditionary Force (MESF), performs core maritime 
expeditionary security missions in the green and brown 
waters, bridging the gap between traditional Navy blue water 
operations and land-based forces, providing port and harbor 
security for vital waterways and protection of high value 
assets and maritime infrastructure. 

"The two forces share a common heritage," said Capt. 
James C. Hamblet, commander of Coastal Riverine Group 
(CORIVGRU) 2. "These are two very similar forces that have 
operated together historically conducting complimentary, 
overlapping missions. 

"Now we'll have brown water and green water capabilities 
resident in a single unit," said Hamblet. "These new Coastal 
Riverine Squadrons will be greater than the sum of their 
parts." 

CORIVFOR provides a combination of maritime 
expeditionary security and riverine capabilities and equipment. 

"As the force merges, we will begin to utilize larger patrol 
boats," said Hamblet. "These boats will give us the ability to 
operate between rivers, harbors, across the littorals and into 
the open ocean, enhancing our coastal and riverine capability." 

CORIVFOR is comprised of two Echelon IV groups, 
CORIVGRU 1 homeported in Imperial Beach, Calif. with 
squadrons located in San Diego at the Naval Amphibious 
Base. 

CORIVGRU 2 is homeported in Portsmouth, Va. with 
active squadrons located at Norfolk Naval Shipyard, 
Portsmouth, Joint Expeditionary Base Little Creek-Fort Story 
(JEBLC-FS), Va., a forward deployed detachment in Bahrain, 
and reserve squadrons located in Newport, R.I. and 
Jacksonville, Fla. CORIVGRU 1 is commanded by Capt. Eric 
Moss and Hamblet is the commander for CORIVGRU 2. 

"When you look at this organization as it comes together, 
it's a win-win for everyone," said Tillotson. "The win for the 
Navy is that we've got a more capable combat power that can 
go out and provide security and influence operations in the 
littorals, and for the Sailors involved, they will have a more 
robust capability that maintains the high standards of both 
organizations and carries out the mission across all areas." 
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Sailors Offer Perspectives On CORIVFOR 
Establishment 

(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 02 JUN 12) Mass 
Communication Specialist Seaman Heather Paape, Navy 
Expeditionary Combat Command Public Affairs 

VIRGINIA BEACH, Va. -- Upon announcement of the 
formation of Coastal Riverine Force (CORIVFOR), junior 
Sailors from the Riverine Force and Maritime Expeditionary 
Security Force (MESF) expressed their opinions June 1. 

The newly established CORIVFOR performs core 
maritime security operations that bridge the gap between 
traditional blue water operations and land forces, providing 
port security and harbor defense and protecting vital 
waterways. 

"It's always great to be a part of something new," said 
Master-at-Arms 3rd Class Kevin Goldsmith, from Maritime 
Expeditionary Security Squadron (MSRON) 2. "Through the 
merge we're all going to learn new skills that are going to help 
us." 

The merger creates a Navy maritime capability able to 
defend high value assets against a determined enemy and 
when ordered, conduct offensive combat operations by 
providing maritime expeditionary security and Riverine 
operations. 

"I think it's good for the military," said Operations 
Specialist 2nd Class Barrett Keith, assigned to Riverine 
Squadron (RIVRON) 1. "They're taking two dynamic forces, 
utilizing both of their assets, and combining them to make a 
unilateral force." 

The CORIVFOR establishment provides opportunities for 
Sailors from the riverine and maritime security backgrounds to 
work together and learn new skills by training together. 

"Honestly, I don't know very much about the Riverines or 
what they do," said Operations Specialist 2nd Class Arthur 
Richardson, with Maritime Expeditionary Security Group 
(MESG) 2. "This will be a great opportunity to learn more 
about the Riverine side of things, like how they work and the 
intricate side of their missions." 

CORIVFOR Sailors will continue to carry out the tenets 
of Adm. Johnathan Greenert, chief of naval operations, by 

putting warfighting first, operating forward, and maintaining 
readiness. Some elements of the two forces have already 
integrated and started working together. 

"My shop has already begun merging and we have six 
Riverine Sailors working with us," said Gunners Mate 1st 
Class Venus Denk, from MESG 2. "They are all great guys 
who are very knowledgeable." 

Sharing knowledge is one benefit of the two forces 
combining, but they will also have to learn each other's jobs 
and become familiar with new equipment. 

"The biggest challenge for any Sailor, I think is change," 
said Denk. "Not everybody likes change, but we'll adapt to our 
new schedule, coworkers, or whatever else is handed to us." 

These changes will ultimately give the CORIVFOR 
Sailors an advantage by broadening training opportunities and 
introducing one another to new skills. 

"I think it's going to expand the capabilities of this unit," 
said Intelligence Specialist 1st Class Johnathon Magnusson, 
assigned to RIVRON 1. "It will allow us the opportunity to 
cross-train and learn some techniques and procedures that we 
haven't used before." 

Both MESF and the Riverine force have changed over the 
years, whether it be in mission, equipment, location or even 
the command as a whole. Many Sailors say that the formation 
of CORIVFOR is a step forward for the coastal maritime 
force. 

"Since the establishment of the maritime security 
community we went from Naval Coastal Warfare to MESF 
and now to Coastal Riverines, so we're an ever evolving force 
that's always going to be ready for the needs of the Navy," 
said Denk. "We're here to support the Navy, whatever the 
mission may be, no matter what our name is." 

CORIVFOR is a component of Navy Expeditionary 
Combat Command and a core Navy maritime capability able 
to defend high value assets against a determined enemy and 
when ordered, they conduct offensive combat operations by 
providing maritime expeditionary security and Riverine 
operations. 
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CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
7. Overhauled Ponce Embarks On Duty As Floating Base 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 02 JUN 12) ... Corinne Reilly 

NORFOLK--For the first time, the Navy on Friday 
deployed a ship to the Middle East to serve as a designated 
floating staging base, answering a request that commanders 
have been making for more than 20 years. 

What's unusual, though, isn't how long the Navy took to 
respond. It's how it did so: by recycling a decades-old vessel 
that just six months ago was set to be decommissioned. 

The 42-year-old Ponce, formerly an amphibious transport 
dock, was officially retired after it returned to Norfolk in 
December from what was said to be its last deployment. 

Less than a month later, the Pentagon decided it would 
instead use the ship to fill a longstanding request from U.S. 
Central Command, which oversees military operations in the 
Middle East, for a waterborne staging base - essentially a lily 
pad for helicopters, patrol boats and personnel. 

Crews at MHI Ship Repair in Norfolk quickly set to work 
on a $65 million overhaul that included almost every part of 
the Ponce. On Friday morning, the vessel pulled away from 
the pier at Norfolk Naval Station exactly on schedule. 

Mike Ricci, a civilian with Military Sealift Command 
who oversaw the retrofit, said his team was told on Dec. 22 to 
get the ship ready as soon as possible. He and many of his 
colleagues canceled their Christmas plans to get started 
immediately. 

Initial news reports said the military was rushing to turn 
the Ponce into a "mother ship" for Navy SEALs in response to 
increasing threats from Iran and al-Qaida, but officials were 
quick to call those reports inaccurate. 

They acknowledged that the ship was being overhauled 
unusually fast, in part because of pressing needs in the region, 
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and that special operations forces may use the platform from 
time to time. But a range of other personnel also will use it, 
they said, and the ship wasn't remade specifically for SEALs. 

The idea for what the military calls an "afloat forward 
staging base" dates to the 1980s. 

Also unusual is the way the Ponce is being operated and 
crewed. Unlike most Navy vessels, the ship won't routinely 
return to its home port. Instead it will remain deployed for the 
three or so years it's expected to be in use while the Navy 
works to fund and build a new staging-base ship from scratch. 

And rather than being crewed exclusively by the Navy, 
the Ponce's 200 personnel include about 150 civil service 
mariners. The rest, including the commanding officer, Capt. 
John Rogers, are Navy Sailors. They'll rotate aboard for 12-
month assignments - twice as long as typical Navy sea tours. 

Also uncommon, most of them volunteered for the 
deployment, including Petty Officer 2nd Class Roger Bailey. 
A fire controlman, he acknowledged that being away from his 
new wife for an entire year won't be easy. He said he decided 
to go because he saw it as a way to better his career and be 
part of something exciting. 

"It's like a prototype," Bailey said. "It's the first of its 
kind." 

The Ponce's executive officer, Lt. Cmdr. David Wroe, 
agreed. He said he volunteered to leave a desk job at the 
Pentagon. Because the crew is small - about half the size of 
the Ponce's last one - "everybody will be doing three or four 
jobs," he said. "Every Sailor will be a leader." 

Wroe explained that the crew's civil service mariners will 
be responsible for basic ship operations, such as line handling, 
engineering, navigation and food service, while the Navy 
Sailors will be in charge of the ship's defense, combat systems 
and communications. 

Ultimately, he said, the crew's collective job will be to 
host and support the personnel who come aboard to stage 
various missions. 

"We joke about being a floating mission hotel," Wroe 
said. 

Adm. John C. Harvey Jr., the head of Fleet Forces 
Command, said the Ponce almost certainly will be heavily 
involved in mine-clearance operations, though its exact 
tasking will be decided by Central Command and the Navy's 
5th Fleet. 

Harvey said the decision to give the vessel a second life 
was a good choice for taxpayers because a new ship with 
similar capabilities will likely cost more than $1 billion. 

"Last December, we saw an opportunity," he said. "We 
didn't stick our hand out" for money. 

The retrofit included major work on the Ponce's boilers, 
condensers and galley. Workers also replaced equipment on 
the bridge for more automation to allow for the smaller crew. 
Living areas were also improved; many sleeping racks were 
torn out to give Sailors more personal space. 

The guided-missile frigate Carr also left Norfolk on 
Friday. It will head to the Caribbean Sea and Central and 
South America for what's expected to be its last deployment. 
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8. U.S. Will Put More Warships In Asia: Panetta 
(REUTERS 02 JUN 12) ... David Alexander 

SINGAPORE -- The United States will move the majority 
of its warships to the Asia-Pacific in coming years and keep 
six aircraft carriers in the region, Defense Secretary Leon 
Panetta said on Saturday, giving the first details of a new U.S. 
military strategy. 

Speaking at an annual security forum in Singapore, 
Panetta sought to dispel the notion that the shift in U.S. focus 
to Asia was designed to contain China's emergence as a global 
power. 

He acknowledged differences between the world's two 
largest economies on a range of issues, including the South 
China Sea. 

"We're not naive about the relationship and neither is 
China," Panetta told the Shangri-La Dialogue attended by 
senior civilian and military leaders from about 30 Asia-Pacific 
nations. 

"We also both understand that there really is no other 
alternative but for both of us to engage and to improve our 
communications and to improve our (military-to-military) 
relationships," he said. "That's the kind of mature relationship 
that we ultimately have to have with China." 

Some Chinese officials have been critical of the U.S. shift 
of military emphasis to Asia, seeing it as an attempt to fence in 
the country and frustrate Beijing's territorial claims. 

Panetta's comments came at the start of a seven-day visit 
to the region to explain to allies and partners the practical 
meaning of the U.S. military strategy unveiled in January that 
calls for rebalancing American forces to focus on the Pacific. 

The trip, which includes stops in Vietnam and India, 
comes at a time of renewed tensions over competing 
sovereignty claims in the South China Sea, with the 
Philippines, a major U.S. ally, and China in a standoff over the 
Scarborough Shoal near the Philippine coast. 

The South China Sea is a flashpoint but, with about 90 
percent of global trade moving by sea, protecting the teeming 
shipping lanes in the Indian Ocean and the Strait of Malacca is 
equally vital. 

"Maritime freedoms cannot be the exclusive prerogative 
of a few," Indian Defence Minister A.K. Antony told the 
forum. "We must find the balance between the rights of 
nations and the freedoms of the world community." 

Overlapping maritime claims - often fuelled by hunger for 
oil, gas, fish and other resources - are compounded by threats 
from pirates and militants, delegates said. 

Critical Role 
China has downgraded its representation to the Shangri-

La Dialogue from last year, when Defence Minister Liang 
Guanglie attended and met then-U.S. Defense Secretary 
Robert Gates. This year the Chinese military was represented 
by the vice president of Academy of Military Sciences. 

Panetta, by contrast, was accompanied by General Martin 
Dempsey, the military's top officer as chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, and Admiral Samuel Locklear, the head of the 
U.S. Pacific Command. 

Panetta said he was committed to a "healthy, stable, 
reliable and continuous" military-to-military relationship with 
China but underscored the need for Beijing to support a 
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system to clarify rights in the region and help to resolve 
disputes. 

"China has a critical role to play in advancing security 
and prosperity by respecting the rules-based order that has 
served the region for six decades," he said. 

Fleshing out details of the shift to Asia, Panetta said the 
United States would reposition its Navy fleet so that 60 
percent of its warships would be assigned to the region by 
2020, compared to about 50 percent now. 

The Navy would maintain six aircraft carriers assigned to 
the Pacific. Six of its 11 carriers are now assigned to the 
Pacific but that number will fall to five when the USS 
Enterprise retires this year. 

The number will return to six when the new carrier USS 
Gerald R. Ford is completed in 2015. 

The U.S. Navy had a fleet of 282 ships, including support 
vessels, as of March. That is expected to slip to about 276 over 

the next two years before beginning to rise toward the goal of 
a 300-ship fleet, according to a 30-year Navy shipbuilding 
projection released in March. 

But officials warned that fiscal constraints and problems 
with cost overruns could make it difficult to attain the goal. 

Panetta underscored the breadth of the U.S. commitment 
to the Asia-Pacific, noting treaty alliances with Japan, South 
Korea, Thailand, the Philippines and Australia as well as 
partnerships with India, Singapore, Indonesia and others. 

He said the United States would attempt to build on those 
partnerships with cooperative arrangements like the rotational 
deployment agreement it has with Australia and is working on 
with the Philippines. 

Panetta said Washington also would work to increase the 
number and size of bilateral and multilateral military training 
exercises it conducts in the region. Officials said last year the 
United States carried out 172 such exercises in the region. 
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9. Access To Pacific Harbors Key To U.S. Strategy: Panetta 
(REUTERS 03 JUN 12) ... David Alexander 

CAM RANH BAY, Vietnam (Reuters) - Defense 
Secretary Leon Panetta visited a deep-water Vietnamese port 
near the contested South China Sea on Sunday, calling access 
to such harbors critical as the U.S. shifts 60 percent of its 
warships to the Asia-Pacific by 2020. 

Panetta flew to Cam Ranh Bay, one of Asia's finest deep-
water harbors located about 450 miles south of China, just a 
day after he spelled out details of a new U.S. military strategy 
that calls for a shift in focus to the Pacific after a decade of 
conflict in Afghanistan and Iraq. 

While U.S. officials insisted the visit had nothing to do 
with China, Panetta's appearance was likely to heighten 
concerns among some Chinese officials who see the shift as an 
attempt to fence in the country and frustrate Beijing's 
territorial claims, especially in the South China Sea. 

Chinese Lieutenant General Ren Haiquan noted the U.S. 
decision to increase the number of warships in the Pacific 
during remarks at the Shangri-La Dialogue security forum in 
Singapore on Sunday. 

"First, we should not treat this as a disaster," Ren said. 
"I believe that this is the United States' response to its 

own national interests, its fiscal difficulties and global security 
developments," he said in comments reported by Hong Kong's 
Phoenix Television. 

Panetta, who toured a Navy supply ship undergoing 
repairs, was the most senior U.S. official to visit Cam Ranh 
Bay since the Vietnam War, when it served as a key U.S. 
logistic hub. 

Currently, the port only does maintenance on U.S. cargo 
vessels but not warships. No U.S. warships have visited it 
since the war, but have called at other Vietnamese ports, U.S. 
officials said. 

Speaking from the deck of the USNS Richard E. Byrd, 
Panetta said his visit was symbolic of how far the two 
countries have come since they normalized relations 17 years 
ago and that partnerships with countries like Vietnam were 
critical to the new U.S. military strategy. 

"We are rebalancing our forces to the Asia-Pacific ... so 
that in the future, 60 percent of our forces will be located in 
this region," he said. 

"For that reason, it will be particularly important to be 
able to ... work with partners like Vietnam to be able to use 
harbors like this as we move our ships from our ports on the 
West Coast towards our stations here in the Pacific." 

Under the strategy announced in January, the U.S. 
military aims to be smaller, more flexible and agile. Rather 
than seeking permanent bases as it has in the past, it is 
focusing on rotational deployments. 

"We are stressing our effort to try to develop partnerships 
with countries in this region, to develop their capabilities so 
that they can better defend and secure themselves," he said. 

As part of that, he underscored the importance of moving 
ahead with ASEAN - the Association of South East Asian 
Nations - to develop a code of conduct that the countries of the 
region could abide by in settling disputes and ensuring 
maritime and navigational rights. 

Some ASEAN countries have claims over parts of the 
South China Sea which has put them at odds with Beijing -- 
notably Vietnam and the Philippines. 

Panetta cited a range of areas in which he was looking to 
expand cooperation with Vietnam, including high-level 
exchanges, humanitarian aid and disaster relief, and 
peacekeeping operations. 

"In particular we want to work with Vietnam on critical 
maritime issues, including a code of conduct focusing on the 
South China Sea and also working to improve freedom of 
navigation in our oceans," he said. 

His Vietnam visit was part of a week-long trip to Asia to 
explain the new U.S. military strategy. He led a high-level 
delegation on Saturday to the Shangri-La Dialogue, an annual 
security conference that draws senior civilian and military 
leaders from some 30 Pacific nations. 

At one session, Singapore announced it had agreed in 
principle to a U.S. request to forward deploy up to four 
Littoral Combat Ships to the island state on a rotational basis. 

A senior member of Panetta's delegation, General Martin 
Dempsey, travelled on Sunday to the Philippines which is in 
talks about a rotational U.S. deployment there. 
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10. 'This Ship Is America' 
Defense chief makes historic visit to U.S. base in Vietnam aboard USNS Byrd 
(STARS AND STRIPES 04 JUN 12) ... Jennifer Hlad, Stars and Stripes 

CAM RANH BAY, Vietnam – Just days after 
commemorating the start of the Vietnam War at the Vietnam 
Memorial in Washington, D.C., Defense Secretary Leon 
Panetta made history Sunday by boarding a U.S. ship in this 
deep-water bay – becoming the most senior U.S. defense 
official to visit the area since the end of the Vietnam war. 

“This ship is America,” Panetta told sailors aboard the 
USNS Richard E. Byrd, a supply ship docked near the former 
U.S. naval base. “I think it’s an important symbol of how the 
relationship between the U.S. and Vietnam has improved.” 

This year marks 17 years since the normalization of 
relations between the U.S. and Vietnam, and Panetta said he is 
"very confident" that the two countries can improve their 
partnership. 

“We have a complicated relationship, but we’re not bound 
by that history,” Panetta said, explaining that the United States 
hopes to develop and strengthen relations with Vietnam for the 
benefit of both countries. 

“In particular, we want to work with Vietnam on critical 
maritime issues, including a code of conduct focusing on the 
South China Sea, and also working to improve navigation in 
our oceans,” Panetta said, hinting at a dispute between China 
and the Philippines in the South China Sea over the 
Scarborough Shoal. “It is very important that we be able to 
protect key maritime rights for all nations in the South China 
Sea and elsewhere.” 

Panetta has previously stressed that the U.S. does not take 
sides in territorial disputes like the one over the Scarborough 
Shoal. 

Panetta is visiting several Asian countries to discuss the 
U.S. strategic pivot of forces and focus to the Asia-Pacific 
region. He spoke to troops in Hawaii on Thursday, then 
traveled to Singapore for the Shangri-La security dialogue. He 
will meet with Vietnamese defense officials in Hanoi on 
Monday. 

No U.S. warships have entered Cam Ranh Bay since the 
end of the Vietnam war 37 years ago, though a handful of 
other U.S. Navy vessels have visited in the past few years, 
according to a defense official. The bay was previously 
considered the “jewel” of deep-water ports in Southeast Asia 
and the U.S. hopes to see it develop into an international 
logistics hub, the defense official said. 

“Access of U.S. naval ships into this facility is a key 
component of this relationship, and we see tremendous 
potential here for the future,” Panetta told sailors and reporters 
aboard the Byrd. 

“A tremendous amount of blood was spilled here, on all 
sides,” he said. “Questions have been raised about why this 
war was fought, but if, out of all that sacrifice, we can look 
beyond wounds of the past, we can begin to build for the 
future.” 
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11. 3 U.S. Warships Arrive In Waters Off Indonesia For Joint Exercise 
(XINHUA NEWS AGENCY (CHINA) 04 JUN 12) 

JAKARTA -- Three U.S. warships were stationed off 
waters of Situbondo town of East Java on Monday to take part 
in joint exercises with the Indonesian navy, local media 
reported. 

The warships, the USS Germantown, the USS Van de 
Grift and the USCGS Waeshe, left from Surabaya's Tanjung 
Perak harbor Sunday morning, the Jakarta globe said. 

The three U.S. ships sailed in a convoy with three 
Indonesian navy ships, the KRI Sultan iskandar Muda-367, 
KRI Silsas Ppare-384, KRI Banda Aceh-593. 

"We will conduct the exercise on (Monday)," said Ensign 
Jason Tross, spokesman of the USS Hermantown. 

The Cooperation Afloat Readiness and Train (CARAT) 
joint maneuvers between the U.S. Navy and Coast Guard and 
the Indonesian Navy has been held annually for the past 18 
years. The exercise, which began May 29 and will last to June 
7, is designed to enhance maritime security skills and 
operational cohesiveness among participating forces. 

CARAT is a series of bilateral military exercises between 
the U. S. Navy and the armed forces of Bangladesh, Brunei, 
Cambodia, Indonesia, Malaysia, the Philippines and Thailand. 
Timor Leste joins the exercise for the first time in 2012. 
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12. Pacific Partnership Kicks Off With Opening Ceremony In Indonesia 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 04 JUN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Stephen M. Votaw, Navy Public Affairs Support 
Element West 

NORTH SULAWESI, Indonesia -- An opening ceremony 
was held in Manado to highlight the start of Pacific 
Partnership 2012 in Indonesia June 1. 

The festivities began with a parade that featured service 
members from host nations, partner nations, and civilians 
representing non-governmental organizations (NGOs) in 
conjunction with members of the Indonesian military. 

"It was incredible getting to participate in the parade 
today," Gabriel El-Swaify, a civilian from the University of 

Hawaii said. "Just walking side-by-side with citizens of our 
host nation amplified the tremendous feeling of partnership 
this mission brings with it." 

The parade featured music from the Pacific Partnership 
Band, a passing of military honors and speeches from both 
mission and community leaders. 

"The parade was a huge success," said El-Swaify. "We 
were able to integrate everyone into a very colorful and 
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exciting performance that I will remember for the rest of my 
life." 

After the opening ceremony guests were invited to board 
Military Sealift Command hospital ship USNS Mercy (T-AH 
19) for a reception on the flight deck. 

"It is very important to do receptions," Hospital Corpsman 
2nd Class Kenneth Conine said. "Being able to spend time 
getting to know the people we are here to help is one of the 
most important aspects of building the partnerships we need to 
do this mission and others like it." 

While in Indonesia, Pacific Partnership 2012 is scheduled 
to conduct numerous medical, dental, veterinary and 
engineering civil action projects as well as sporting and 
community service events on the islands of Manado, Siau, 
Sangihe and Talaud; all in the province of North Sulawesi. 

More than 1,000 service members and civilians from 
numerous host and partner nations will provide a wide range 
of services during Pacific Partnership's stay in Indonesia. 

"I am going to be part of our medical team in Indonesia," 
said Conine. "I will be seeing patients, working in the 
laboratory and helping out the pharmacy technicians preparing 
medications." 

Conine went on to say he was very excited to be in Pacific 
Partnership 2012's first mission port and ready to work with 
the medical staff of Indonesia. 

"I had a blast tonight with our host nation counter parts," 
said Conine. "More than ever I am looking forward to being 
here and excited about the great work we are going to do." 

Now in its seventh year, Pacific Partnership is an annual 
U.S. Pacific Fleet humanitarian and civic action mission 
designed to work by, with and through host and partner 
nations, non-governmental organizations and international 

agencies to build partnerships and a collective ability to 
respond to natural disasters. 

Broadcast Clip - Pacific Partnership 2012 Indonesia 
Opening Ceremony 

(YOUTUBE 01 JUN 12) U.S. Navy 
Indonesian officials host the opening ceremony of Pacific 

Partnership 2012′s first mission port in Manado, Indonesia 
June 1, 2012. There were speeches, there was a parade, there 
was marching – fun was had by all. 

View Clip (RT: 0:54) 
Broadcast Clip - U.S. Consul General Of Surabaya, 

Kristen Bauer And PP12 Crew Visit Bunaken Island 
(YOUTUBE 02 JUN 12) U.S. Navy 
Kristen Bauer, U.S. Consul General of Surabaya, as well 

as members of the Pacific Partnership 2012 crew, visited a 
former United States Agency for International Development 
(USAID) project on Bunaken Island in the province of North 
Sulawesi, Indonesia. 

Bunaken National Park is a marine reserve park that 
provides a habitat to 390 species of coral as well as many fish, 
mollusk, reptile and marine mammal species. 

Bunaken is part of the Coral Triangle, which includes 3 
countries: Indonesia and the Philippines, both sites of PP12 
mission port visits, as well as Malaysia. 

View Clip (RT: 1:05) 
Broadcast Clip - Pacific Partnership Pharmacy Team 

Prepares for Indonesia 
(YOUTUBE 01 JUN 12) U.S. Navy 
Service members and civilians from the Pacific 

Partnership Pharmacy team prepare for the first mission port 
in Indonesia. 

View Clip (RT: 0:52) 
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13. USS New Orleans Makes Port Visit To Sasebo, Japan 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 01 JUN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Gabriel Owens, USS New Orleans Public Affairs 

SASEBO, Japan -- The amphibious transport dock ship 
USS New Orleans (LPD 18), and embarked Marines assigned 
to the 11th Marine Expeditionary Unit (MEU) arrived in 
Sasebo, Japan for a scheduled port visit, June 1. 

The ship pulled into Sasebo Naval Base for the crew's 
third port visit since departing the U.S. 5th Fleet area of 
responsibility May 8. 

New Orleans spent more than four months conducting 
maritime security operations and theater security cooperation 
efforts in 5th Fleet. 

"This is a brief one-day visit to change out our LCACs 
[Landing Craft Air Cushion class hovercrafts] and receive 
some much-needed supplies," said Cmdr. Dennis Jacko, New 
Orleans' commanding officer. "But we felt it was important to 

get the crew at least a little time for 'r and r' and see some of 
the wonderful country of Japan." 

While in Sasebo, Sailors and Marines have a chance to 
visit the historical city of Nagasaki through a tour offered by 
the ships' Morale, Welfare and Recreation departments. 

Other Sailors and Marines plan on staying local to the 
Sasebo area. 

"I'm excited," said Information Systems Technician 3rd 
Class Keith Mehle, a New Orleans' crew member. "I've never 
been to Japan. It's only for a day, but it's long enough to take 
in some sights and try some authentic sushi." 

New Orleans and the 11th MEU are part of the Makin 
Island Amphibious Ready Group that is currently deployed to 
the U.S. 7th Fleet area of operations. 
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14. U.S. Stalks Seas Filled With Smugglers 
(HOUSTON CHRONICLE 03 JUN 12) ... Dane Schiller 

CARIBBEAN SEA — A U. S. Navy frigate hides in the 
darkness just over the horizon, its Seahawk helicopter's 
turbines fired up, ready for liftoff. 

Some 30 miles away, Colombian sailors on patrol boats 
hug the South American coast as they covertly close in on a 
motorboat suspected of ferrying cocaine. U. S. Customs and 
Border Protection agents in the air on a P-3 plane capture 

everything on radar, part of an orchestrated multinational trap 
to nab bulk loads of drugs long before they make it to the 
United States. 

While America has pumped hundreds of millions of 
dollars into securing the U.S. border across Texas and 
elsewhere, the mammoth sea still beckons with possibilities, 
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absent the sensors, cameras, massive manpower and fences 
found on land. 

Fortified as never before, drug traffickers increasingly are 
bypassing the heavily guarded land crossings for the 
comparatively naked seas and 367 miles of shore where they 
are more likely to cross paths with fishermen than federal 
agents -- and where snagging smugglers is a puzzle based on 
intelligence, surveillance, patience and luck. 

"I think we've got a guy coming out of the bay now, this 
could be our boy," said a veteran CBP officer flying in the P-3 
at about 12,500 feet over choppy waters. 

But it wasn't. Not this time. 
"You get information from a confidential informant. 

Maybe somebody stubbed their toe, or the wind wasn't right," 
the agent joked of the litany of things that could have delayed 
the journey. "Manana," he said, using the Spanish word for 
tomorrow. "We refer to it as 'doper time.'" 

'Going To Get Worse' 
The Caribbean is a long way from the shores of Texas, 

but this is where the smuggling begins, where huge loads of 
cocaine are slipped out of the jungle-lined coasts and jumped 
to Central America, or the Caribbean Islands, then 
methodically moved toward the United States. 

Today, bundles of marijuana and cocaine are drifting onto 
Texas beaches as a result, loads likely abandoned or lost 
before they could be intercepted. 

"I don't see it getting any better; if anything, it is going to 
get worse," Travis Poulson, chief ranger for the Padre Island 
National Seashore, said of traffickers turning to the coast. 
"There is money in it." 

Authorities still make many more busts on the land border 
between the United States and Mexico than along the beaches, 
but concede they don't know exactly what is happening on 
waters that stretch far and wide, and lap the Third Coast of the 
United States. 

"As we make the land border more secure, they will find 
any way they can to get in," said U.S. Rep. Michael McCaul, 
an Austin-based Republican who heads a committee that 
oversees the Department of Homeland Security. "They will 
certainly turn to the sea to get their product in." 

McCaul, who represents part of Harris County, is to 
preside over a hearing June 21 in Washington to examine the 
maritime threat posed by drug traffickers. 

He noted that 165,000 metric tons of illegal drugs were 
seized in the Caribbean, Bahamas and Gulf of Mexico last 
year, up 36 percent from 2008. 

In April, 55 pounds of cocaine washed up on San Jose 
Island in Aransas County. 

In other recent incidents, U.S. Fish and Wildlife officers 
searching for nesting turtles found 23 pounds of pot on 
Matagorda Island; and 1,186 pounds of marijuana were seized 
near Corpus Christi aboard a boat making its way up the 
Intracoastal Waterway. 

They are among at least 15 known "wash ups" and 
seizures along Texas' coast this year, but given the number of 
counties and jurisdictions involved, there could be many more. 

In southern California in May, 8,000 pounds of marijuana 
were found floating off the coast. 

Part of federal law enforcement's fighting fleet is the 39-
foot Midnight Express. 

"Coming up," a U.S. CBP boat pilot shouted on a recent 
evening as he hit the throttle on the Midnight Express. It has 

1,200 horsepower and the CBP contends it is the fastest law 
enforcement boat in the world. 

The boat slices through the choppy waters and darkness 
as agents look for boaters that could be smugglers off Port 
Aransas. 

Sometimes, drug loads can be lost when a boat sinks; the 
stash is dumped overboard in rough water or jettisoned from a 
boat or plane to evade arrest. 

There also are reports of loads being dropped along the 
beach at night, and buried in sand dunes until they can be 
pickedby four-wheel drive vehicles. 

It's nearly legend along the Texas coast. 
"Me and my buddies talk about it, running up on a load of 

cocaine," said Dwight Sykora 25, as he took a break on the 
Padre Island National Seashore. 

Smugglers In Darkness 
He described a night spent on a remote stretch of beach, 

watching in the darkness as a boat ran up on shore where men 
quickly offloaded bundles. 

Traffickers were quickly snared by police, he said. 
"There are people watching, apparently; the government 

caught them." 
A 2012 report by Houston's High Intensity Drug 

Trafficking Area, a coalition of federal, state and local police 
agencies that includes all but six counties of the Texas coast, 
warns the coast is unguarded. 

"The vast expanse of remote and largely unmonitored 
coastline, coupled with an insufficient presence to adequately 
detect and investigate maritime smuggling activities in the 
Houston HIDTA, provides (drug traffickers) with an 
advantage that they are clearly exploiting," notes the 
assessment. 

"You are going to see more and more 'end-arounds,'" said 
Michael Kostelnik, assistant commissioner over air and 
maritime operations for Customs and Border Protection. 

To counter the threat, the agency has deployed boats 
along coastal and border waterways as well as beefed up the 
use of drones to aid the hunt. 

CBP-operated P-3 aircraft coordinate with the Navy, 
Coast Guard and security forces from Latin American 
governments as they fly missions over the Gulf of Mexico, as 
well as the Caribbean Sea and Pacific Ocean. 

They have consistently seized or derailed more cocaine 
than is caught annually on the entire U.S.-Mexico border. 

All Along The Coast 
Drugs captured or washed up along South Texas beaches 

this year, from Sargent Beach to South Padre Island: 

 Jan. 14: 199 pounds of marijuana at Baffin Bay 

 Jan. 22: Cocaine washed up on Padre Island National 
Seashore (amount unspecified) 

 Jan. 29: 253 pounds of marijuana seized in 
Brownsville ship channel 

 Jan. 29: 404 pounds of marijuana seized in 
Brownsville ship channel 

 Feb. 21: 2 pounds of cocaine found in sand dunes of 
Padre Island National Seashore 

 March 5: 894 pounds of marijuana in cargo van on 
Padre Island, in vicinity of Corpus Christi 



 

21 
 

 March 6: 1,045 pounds of marijuana washed up on 
South Padre Island, near Mansfield jetties 

 March 17: 2 pounds of cocaine washed up on Padre 
Island National Seashore 

 March 29: 1,186 pounds of marijuana on boat near 
Corpus Christi 

 March 31: 15 pounds of marijuana found on Sargent 
Beach, in Matagorda County 

 March 31: 23 pounds of marijuana foond on 
Matagada Island 

 April 1: brick of cocaine, Padre Island National 
Seashore (weight unspecified) 

 April 18: 55 pounds of cocaine found on San Jose 
Island, Aransas County 

Return to Index 
 
 

GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
15. Clinton Urges Cooperation In Resource-Rich Arctic 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 03 JUN 12) ... Bradley Klapper 

TROMSO, Norway--U.S. Secretary of State Hillary 
Rodham Clinton on Saturday ventured north of the Arctic 
Circle and urged international cooperation in a region that 
could become a new battleground for natural resources. 

On her trip to the northern Norwegian city of Tromso, she 
conveyed that message of working together in one of the 
world’s last frontiers of unexplored oil, gas and mineral 
deposits. The region is becoming more significant as melting 
ice caps accelerate the opening of new shipping routes, fishing 
stocks and drilling opportunities. 

To safely tap the riches, the United States and other 
countries are trying to cooperate to combat harmful climate 
change, settle territorial disputes and prevent oil spills. 

“The world increasingly looks to the North,” Clinton told 
reporters after a two-hour boat tour of the nearby Balsfjord 
and meeting with Arctic scientists. “Our goal is certainly to 
promote peaceful cooperation,” she said, adding that the 
United States was “committed to promoting responsible 
management of resources and doing all we can to prevent and 
mitigate the effects of climate change.” 

At the least, the United States and the other Arctic nations 
hope to avoid a confrontational race for resources. Officials 
say the picture looks more promising than five years ago, 
when Russia staked its claim in the Arctic and its $9 trillion in 

estimated oil reserves by planting a titanium flag on the ocean 
floor. The United States does not recognize the Russian 
assertion and has its own claims, along with Denmark, 
Norway and Canada, while companies from Exxon Mobil to 
Royal Dutch Shell want to get in on the action. China also is 
keeping an eye on the region. 

Moscow eased tensions somewhat by promising to press 
any claims through an agreed U.N. process. But Washington 
has yet to ratify the 1982 Law of the Sea treaty regulating the 
ocean’s use for military, transportation and mineral extraction 
purposes. 

With 160 countries signed on, the Obama administration 
is making a new push for Senate approval. Refusal puts the 
United States at risk of getting frozen out of its share of 
resources. 

At a recent Senate hearing, Clinton said the treaty would 
offer oil and gas rights about 600 miles into the Arctic, and 
U.S. companies were “equipped and ready to engage in deep 
seabed mining,” pending approval of the treaty. 

On Saturday, in the eight-nation Arctic Council’s home 
city, she stressed that the international agreement “sets down 
the rules of the road that protect freedom of navigation and 
provides maritime security, serving the interest of every nation 
that relies on sea lanes for commerce and trade.” 
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16. From A Ferry, A Chinese Fast-Attack Boat 
(REUTERS 02 JUN 12) ... David Lague 

It looked like a textbook win-win deal when Australian 
high-speed ferry designer AMD Marine Consulting formed a 
joint venture in 1993 with the engineering arm of a state-
owned Chinese shipbuilder. 

The joint venture partner, Guangzhou Marine Engineering 
Corporation, a subsidiary of the giant China State 
Shipbuilding Corporation, gained access to state-of-the-art 
technology in wave-piercing, aluminum-hull designs. 

For AMD, a Sydney-based private company, the payoff 
was a foothold in China's maritime market during a period of 
rapid growth. 

The joint venture, Seabus International Co, began 
designing high-speed aluminum catamaran ferries and sea 
rescue vessels for China's inland and coastal waters, according 
to the company's website. 

That's when a third winner emerged. 
Attracted to the performance of these fast, stable and 

relatively cheap vessels, the Chinese military adopted the 

technology as it began replacing its aging missile boats that 
had been derived from an obsolete Soviet design. 

The new fleet of missile boats are part of a naval buildup 
that back up China's claims to islets and reefs in the South 
China Sea, waters rich in oil and gas and which half the 
world's ship tonnage passes through each year. 

This growing military muscle has prompted the United 
States to make a strategic shift toward Asia. 

U.S. Defense Secretary Leon Panetta, on his first visit to 
the region since announcing that shift in January, will brief 
allies about it this weekend, beginning with "The Shangri-La 
Dialogue". The event brings together senior civilian and 
military chiefs from nearly 30 Asia-Pacific states to foster 
security cooperation and takes its name from the host 
Singapore hotel. 

Since 2004, the People's Liberation Army (PLA) navy has 
deployed a rapidly expanding fleet of heavily armed, Houbei 
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class fast-attack missile boats based on AMD's advanced 
catamaran hull. 

In a clear demonstration of the value of foreign dual-use 
technology in China's rapid military buildup, the Houbei class 
or Type-022 as it is also known, appears to be adapted from 
the AMD 350 patrol boat design, Chinese and Western 
analysts say. 

However, AMD's technical director, Allan Soars, said the 
Australian company was not involved in the design of the 
missile craft. 

He said after the joint venture company Seabus 
International had designed some fast ferries it appeared the 
PLA Navy had decided the company's wave piercing 
technology would make a good platform for a military vessel. 

"I have no knowledge of the mechanisms at play, but it 
would appear that Seabus International was co-opted by the 
PLA navy to design the vessel platform," Soars said. This was 
not done at the Seabus International offices but at a military 
establishment. 

"The whole process was carried out in secrecy and under 
strict confidentiality agreements directly with the Seabus 
International staff who are all Chinese nationals." 

In its annual report on the Chinese military, the Pentagon 
said earlier this month the Chinese navy had deployed about 
60 of the Houbei class patrol craft. 

"These boats have increased the PLA Navy's littoral 
warfare capabilities," the Pentagon said. 

The United States is also beefing up its littoral warfare 
capabilities in the region. The USS Freedom, first in a new 
class of combat ships, will be sent to Singapore next year. 

The smaller, shallow-draft ships are intended for 
operations close to shore and capable of deploying quickly in 
a crisis. Singapore has discussed hosting up to four such U.S. 
"Littoral Combat Ships" on a rotational basis at its naval 
facilities. 

From putting marines in northern Australia, stepping up 
military ties with Vietnam and strengthening its long-standing 
alliance with the Philippines, Washington has quickly begun 
executing the "Asian pivot". 

In the report, the Pentagon said China's defense and 
civilian sectors work in close cooperation to incorporate 
technology that could accelerate military modernization. 

The cumulative effect of dual-use technology transfers, 
particularly from the United States, could make a substantial 
contribution to Chinese military firepower, it said. 

The mass production of the Type-022 suggests the 
Chinese navy believes these vessels will complement its so-
called "anti-access" strategy aimed at keeping foreign forces 
away from waters surrounding Taiwan in time of conflict, said 
Sam Roggeveen, an analyst and commentator at the Sydney-
based Lowy Institute for International Policy, an independent 
private foreign policy research group. 

China considers self-ruled Taiwan a renegade province to 
be brought under mainland control eventually, and by force if 
necessary. The United States is Taiwan's biggest ally and arms 
supplier and is duty-bound by legislation to help the island 
defend itself. 

"China's anti-access capabilities are now such that it 
would be very difficult for the U.S. Navy to intervene in a 
conflict over Taiwan at an acceptable cost," Roggeveen said. 
"The Type-22 has made a contribution to that capability." 

Some analysts forecast the Chinese navy will take 
delivery of up to 100 of these vessels, which carry an 
estimated price tag of about $15 million each. 

No one has suggested AMD Marine Consulting has done 
anything illegal. Under Australian law, exporters of military 
equipment must seek government approval for foreign sales 
but these restrictions do not apply to work done by Australian 
company subsidiaries operating offshore. 

Soars said the advantage of AMD's wave piercing hull 
design was that it delivered exceptional sea keeping qualities, 
allowing smaller vessels to sail into rough water. 

"While the military could obviously afford larger vessels 
we speculate that they wanted to keep the vessel size down to 
minimize radar signature although we cannot rule out cost 
considerations given the number of vessels," he said. 

An Australian company is also providing aluminum hull 
design technology to the U.S. military. Western Australian 
shipbuilder Austal has won contracts to design and build a 
new class of littoral combat ship and high-speed transport 
catamarans for the U.S. Navy. 

Despite bans on Western weapons sales to China that 
have remained in place since the 1989 Tiananmen crackdown, 
Beijing has mounted a rapid military build-up that has made 
the PLA increasingly capable of challenging the military 
dominance the United States has enjoyed in Asia since the end 
of the Cold War. 

Average annual increases of almost 12 per cent in military 
spending over more than two decades have allowed China to 
deploy an expanding force of potent warships and submarines, 
long-range strike aircraft, missiles and modernized nuclear 
warheads. 

Early in this period, China relied heavily on imports of 
Russian weapons but this has slowed as the domestic arms 
industry gears up to build more locally designed hardware. 

As part of this shift, dual-use technology from abroad has 
been crucial to advances across a broad range of China's 
military technologies including satellites, communications 
networks, helicopters, radars, marine engines, signals 
processing and training simulators, military analysts say. 

China's state-owned commercial shipbuilders, who also 
deliver warships for the navy, have been at the forefront of 
absorbing foreign technology. 

The link between AMD's designs and the Chinese navy 
was first reported in 2007 in SIGNAL Magazine, a Fairfax, 
Virginia-based specialist defense technology publication. 
Roggeveen also reported on the deal in a Lowy Institute blog. 

Since then, the expanding Houbei class fleet has become a 
top priority for China's military with mass production 
involving up to five shipyards, defense experts say. 

With an estimated top speed of more than 36 knots, the 
225-tonne boats were clearly designed for offensive missions 
where they would attack with their YJ-83 anti-ship missiles, 
which can strike targets at a distance of more than 200 km, 
experts say. 

They also appear to be equipped with advanced data 
processing links so these missiles can be directed from sensors 
on other aircraft or ships. 

The Type-22 also has a close-in weapon system for 
defense against incoming missiles and what appears to be a 
launcher for anti-aircraft missiles. 

Naval strategists suggest that deployed in big numbers in 
wartime, these fast and stealthy craft could overwhelm bigger 
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and much more expensive enemy warships with waves of 
missiles fired from different directions. 

Combined with missiles from China's land-based 
launchers, surface warships, submarines and strike aircraft, 
these attacks could sharply raise the stakes for an enemy 
operating close to the mainland. 

"This craft is a purebred ship killer, perhaps even a carrier 
killer," wrote John Patch, a retired U.S. Navy officer in an 
article for the United States Naval Institute. 

In its report on China, the Pentagon said it would continue 
with efforts to block the transfer of important technology to 

China that would contribute to China's defense industry and 
military firepower. 

However, for the United States and its allies, it could be 
difficult to evaluate which technologies or materials should be 
restricted, according to military analysts, particularly for 
countries that benefit from close trading relationships with 
China. 

"If you were going to be terribly rigid about this, you'd 
argue that Australian iron-ore exports indirectly benefit the 
PLA and thus should be stopped," said Roggeveen. 
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17. Panetta Crosses Symbolic Threshold In Vietnam Visit 
(SOUTH CHINA MORNING POST 04 JUN 12) ... Greg Torode 

HONG KONG -- As U.S. Defence Secretary Leon 
Panetta yesterday crossed the symbolic threshold of visiting 
Vietnam's strategic Cam Ranh Bay, attention was already 
shifting to just how deep their historic military ties may 
become. 

While, officially at least, Panetta’s first visit to Vietnam is 
to boost relatively low- level co-operation such as medical 
exchanges and search and rescue agreed last year, the medium 
term prospects are more intriguing, regional diplomats believe. 

A range of U.S. and Vietnamese officials confirm that 
weapons sales, routine warship servicing and a formal 
strategic partnership fill the longer term horizon – even if the 
former enemies each have their hurdles to overcome, not least 
their complex and suspicious relationships with China. And as 
their ties improve, intelligence-sharing is also expected to 
increase. 

“This is a historic trip,” Panetta told sailors aboard the 
USNS Richard E. Byrd, a U.S. merchant marine supply ship, 
now being repaired in dockyards in Cam Ranh Bay. “The fact 
that the ship is here and being serviced by Vietnamese 
contractors is a tremendous indication of how far we have 
come.” He is the first U.S. official to visit the area since the 
end of the Vietnam war. 

The question is how far they will go in future – and how 
fast. 

“Everyone is watching this relationship now – it has real 
potential, but there are sticking points,” said one veteran 
Hanoi-based military attaché. “Vietnam might want to get 
closer to the U.S. in the face of China and the South China Sea 
dispute, but that doesn’t mean it wants to be seen as an ally.” 

Panetta and his Vietnamese counterpart, Phung Quang 
Thanh, the minister of defence, will today discuss the 
implementation of a memorandum signed last year, covering 
five routine areas – maritime security, search and rescue, the 
study of UN peacekeeping, aid and disaster relief, as well as 
military medicine. 

If those exchanges continue to go smoothly, it will boost 
longer-term discussions over bigger-ticket items – a formal 
agreement to service U.S. warships, arms sales and a broader 
strategic partnership. 

The South China Morning Post has learnt that U.S. 
officials recently told American weapons manufacturers that 
they wanted to see more improvements in Vietnam’s human 
rights situation before pushing Congress to lift a long-standing 
ban on the sale of lethal weapons. 

Some sales of non-lethal technology, such as coastal radar 
to boost Vietnam’s South China Sea defences, would be 
possible even now – and Chinese envoys are monitoring 
developments in Hanoi closely. 

Veteran U.S. Senator John McCain confirmed at the 
weekend that “productive discussions” were under way about 
the sale of “certain” weapons to Vietnam. 

Vietnam’s deputy defence minister, Nguyen Chi Vinh, 
meanwhile, said the ban “made a nonsense” of the mutual trust 
developing between the one-time bitter foes. 

Human rights remain a sticking point, too, in talks over a 
strategic partnership and progress is not expected until after 
the U.S. election in November. 

Formal arrangements to service U.S. warships in Vietnam 
have also been discussed, but no timetable for such a deal – 
known as an Acquisition and Cross-Service Agreement – has 
yet been mapped out. 

Such a deal would be highly significant, and dramatically 
increase the number of U.S. warships calling in to Vietnamese 
ports. These deals only exist between the U.S. and its allies 
and close partners, including the Philippines, Singapore and 
Malaysia – all of which now service frequent U.S. warship 
visits. 

When asked for an update on these talks on the eve of 
Panetta’s trip, a senior U.S. defence official said: “We are not 
there yet.” The official added that Panetta would be 
concentrating instead on last year’s more routine 
memorandum, rather than this agreement or actual warship 
visits to Cam Ranh Bay. 

The ship he visited yesterday is one of five unarmed 
supply ships in service in Cam Ranh since 2010 at civilian 
sites beyond a Vietnamese military base now being rebuilt by 
Russian experts for U.S.$ 200 million. 

While Vietnam is keen to attract international and 
regional navies to the area for work at market rates, the base is 
likely to remain off limits. 

U.S. military planners have noted in draft reports that, for 
all its historic baggage, Cam Ranh Bay would fit neatly into 
the Pentagon’s “places, not bases” strategy and could play a 
key role in increased U.S. naval deployments to East Asia. 

It is also the closest base to the Spratly Islands, known as 
the Nansha islands in Chinese, a flash-point in the South 
China Sea dispute. 

The best natural harbour in the region, U.S. forces built 
Cam Ranh Bay into one its largest naval and air- bases at the 
height of the Vietnam war. 
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18. Lips, Teeth And The U.S. Navy 
(NEW YORK TIMES 04 JUN 12) ... Mark McDonald 

HONG KONG — When Chinese and Vietnamese 
officials raise their glasses at official banquets, they still 
sometimes toast each other with the old Communist-
brotherhood slogan that their countries are “as close as lips 
and teeth.” 

The actual relationship, of course, has always had its 
share of cavities and gingivitis, and the Vietnamese have been 
fending off various Chinese encroachments for a thousand 
years. And now with the rise of a more expansive China, 
Vietnam has reason to be even more wary. 

Hanoi cozying up to Washington, especially with a 
growing military-to-military relationship, is not something that 
Chinese defense planners are likely to welcome or encourage. 

That’s why the visit by Secretary of Defense Leon E. 
Panetta to the strategic port of Cam Ranh Bay has struck 
military analysts as an unusually bold step for the Vietnamese. 
Mr. Panetta, of course, was President Obama’s first director of 
the Central Intelligence Agency. 

“Hanoi knows that China is watching them like a hawk,” 
said Zachary Abuza, a Southeast Asia expert and professor of 
national security strategy at the National War College in 
Washington. 

“I think that the Americans know that even if we dance 
with the Vietnamese they are watching China’s reactions over 
our shoulders,” Mr. Abuza told Rendezvous in an e-mail. 

In a recent report for Congress, Mark E. Manyin of the 
Congressional Research Service said “Vietnamese leaders 
have sought to upgrade relations with the United States in part 
due to the desire for continued access to the U.S. market and 
to worries about China’s expanding influence in Southeast 
Asia.” 

“That said, Sino-Vietnam relations are Vietnam’s most 
important bilateral relationship and Vietnamese leaders must 
tiptoe carefully along the tightrope between Washington and 
Beijing, such that improved relations with one capital not be 
perceived as a threat to the other.” 

Mr. Panetta, speaking at a conference in Singapore over 
the weekend, said the United States would have 60 percent of 
its naval assets in the Asia-Pacific region by 2020. 
Washington is calling this a “pivot” or a “rebalancing.” 
Beijing, meanwhile, sees it as “containment.” 

“Make no mistake — in a steady, deliberate and 
sustainable way — the United States military is rebalancing 
and brings enhanced capabilities to this vital region,” Mr. 
Panetta said. 

As my colleague Jane Perlez reported from Singapore, 
some in the region “have questioned the wisdom of the 
stepped-up military emphasis, arguing that it appears intended 
to force a confrontation with China, a situation feared by many 
countries in the region, all of which enjoy strong trade ties 
with China.” 

“What worries us is having to choose — we don’t want to 
be put in that position,” said the foreign minister of Indonesia, 
Marty Natalegawa. 

New military arrangements with Singapore and the 
Philippines are part of the pivot, along with a new Australian 
base for U.S. marines. Thailand, too, is a reliable military ally, 

and some analysts found it odd that Mr. Panetta will not stop 
there as he heads to India. 

Vietnam could well be an important piece of the pivot-
puzzle, if only for U.S. logistical support. 

“While Vietnam is very interested in developing ties with 
the United States — including mil-mil — the U.S. has to 
understand that there is a limit to how far Hanoi can go or will 
go,” Mr. Abuza said. “My general feeling is that the U.S. does 
appreciate how far Vietnam can go in this relationship.” 

Mr. Panetta’s agenda in Vietnam includes talks on the 
ongoing search for American soldiers missing from the 
Vietnam War, maritime search-and-rescue cooperation and 
joint disaster-relief efforts. He’s also expected to seek a 
renewal of an agreement that allows Vietnamese repairs to 
noncombat U.S. Navy ships calling at Cam Ranh Bay. 

The regional security analyst Carlyle Thayer says in a 
new briefing paper that the United States “would definitely 
like to expand defense cooperation to more practical activities 
and joint exercises.” 

“It has been Vietnam that has been hesitant to take this 
step,” Mr. Thayer said. “This is why when U.S. warships visit 
Danang every year they conduct ‘activities’ and not 
‘exercises.’ Exercises involve exchanges on combat skills.” 

Hanoi, meanwhile, has pressed Washington to lift its ban 
on the sale of combat weaponry. 

Not likely, said Mr. Thayer. Not yet. 
“The United States has made it clear that these restrictions 

will not be removed until the human rights situation in 
Vietnam improves,” he said, noting a recent damning report 
by the State Department. 

When Senators John McCain and Joseph Lieberman 
visited Vietnam in January — a trip that included a stop in 
Manila — they were presented with a wish list of military 
equipment by Hanoi, Mr. Thayer said. 

“But they would not approve it until the human rights 
situation improved,” he added. “With an election looming in 
November it is unlikely there will be a major change of policy 
at the present time.” 

Analysts do not see much risk to current U.S. aid to 
Vietnam, which is one of the largest beneficiaries in East Asia. 
Since the late 2000s, Mr. Manyin said, “annual U.S. aid 
typically surpasses $100 million, much of it for health-related 
activities.” 

On a recent visit to Vietnam, Mr. Abuza said he “got 
peppered by questions” from officials about a tense maritime 
standoff between China and the Philippines at Scarborough 
Shoal in the South China Sea. 

“The Vietnamese are very concerned about the U.S. 
reaction to Scarborough and our treaty obligations to the 
Philippines,” he said. 

Hanoi has its own territorial disputes with China, largely 
over competing claims to the Spratly and Paracel islands. 

China also has seized dozens of Vietnamese fishing boats 
and crews in the neighborhood in recent years. Whenever a 
Vietnamese boat is harassed or grabbed, the government 
allows large anti-China protests to be staged in Hanoi and Ho 
Chi Minh City. 
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“The Vietnamese are really concerned about what they 
refer to as China’s ‘fifth fleet’ — i.e., their use of paramilitary, 
maritime police, fisheries ships and armed/vigilante 
fishermen,” Mr. Abuza said. “They know that it is a very 

clever move on the part of China, as it is much less 
threatening, and it makes it very hard to galvanize Asean, 
especially under Cambodia’s leadership.” 
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19. PHL Navy to start Exercise Pagsasama 
(GMA NEWS (PHILIPPINES) 03 JUN 12) 

An armed forces spokesman said that the Philippine Navy 
will commence on Sunday a set of training activities in 
Eastern Mindanao called Exercise Pagsasama which is 
designed to hone the skills of reservists on various naval 
operations. 

“It is focused on the conduct of naval tactical maneuvers 
at sea; maritime surveillance exercise; search and visit; board, 
search and seizure; and humanitarian assistance and disaster 
response,” said Navy spokesman Lt. Col. Omar Tonsay. 

The naval spokesperson elaborated that this year’s 
Exercise Pagsasama, which will last up to Friday, will be 
conducted in General Santos City and Glan town in Sarangani. 
Last year, the exercise was held in La Union. 

Tonsay said the exercise will feature 280 Navy personnel, 
BRP Miguel Malvar and BRP Salvador Abcede, and an 
islander plane. Meanwhile, the Philippine Navy Affiliated 
Reserve Units have earmarked 127 personnel and two ships 
for the training. 

Tonsay said that Pagsasama is designed “to test and 
enhance the readiness and interoperability” of the Navy with 
the reserve force in order “to respond to the call of service in 

maritime security operations, interagency operations, 
humanitarian assistance, disaster response operations and 
other national emergencies.” 

He added that the exercise will also “test the command 
and control” of Naval Forces Eastern Mindanao with the 
reservists. 

The Navy spokesman said that the exercise is divided into 
four phases: the harbor phase; at sea exercise; humanitarian 
assistance and disaster response and civil military operations 
activities; and post exercise. 

Tonsay said the exercise highlights the Navy’s 
commitment to improving the readiness of their reservist 
force. He said they recognize the role of their reservists in the 
accomplishment of the Navy’s mandate in protecting and 
securing the country. 

Quoting Navy chief Vice Adm. Alexander Pama, Tonsay 
said: "“They (reservists) complement the active component of 
Team Navy in many aspects of operations, be it in disaster 
response or humanitarian assistance, and even in filling in 
identified gaps in the Navy’s technical skills requirements." 
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20. Canada Eyes Singapore Hub As U.S. Shifts 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 03 JUN 12) 

SINGAPORE — Singapore said June 3 that it was 
studying a proposal from Canada to set up a logistics facility 
in the city-state for disaster relief efforts, reportedly to support 
a U.S. military shift to Asia. 

Canadian Defence Minister Peter Gordon MacKay said in 
an interview with The Canadian Press that the proposal was 
part of Ottawa’s efforts to back up the U.S. military “pivot” 
toward the Asia-Pacific region, which has irked China. 

“The Canadians have proposed setting up a logistics 
support hub in Singapore for their regional humanitarian 
assistance and disaster relief efforts,” a spokesman for the 
Singapore foreign ministry told AFP. 

“We are currently studying their proposal,” he said, 
giving no further details. 

MacKay was quoted as saying that the proposed deal with 
Singapore would resemble arrangements Canada has with 
Kuwait and Jamaica, which has given the country military 
footholds in the Middle East and the Caribbean. 

MacKay is in Singapore with other defense chiefs to 
attend the Shangri-La Dialogue, an annual security conference 
that ended June 3. 

U.S. Defense Secretary Leon Panetta told the conference 
June 2 that Washington will shift the bulk of its naval fleet to 
the Pacific by 2020 as part of its new strategic focus on Asia, 
amid China’s rising influence. 

The Pentagon already plans to start rotating “littoral 
combat ships” — small vessels intended for operations close 
to shore — through a base in Singapore, a long-standing ally 
of the U.S. 

Speaking at the conference June 3, MacKay did not 
directly refer to the proposal but stressed the need for greater 
global cooperation in disaster relief efforts. 

He recalled that Canadian troops were among the 
international forces involved in the massive relief operation 
that followed the 2004 Indian Ocean tsunami, which killed an 
estimated 220,000 people. 

Learning lessons from that disaster, Canadian forces were 
quicker to respond when a major earthquake struck Haiti in 
2010, carrying more supplies with their C-17 military 
transport planes, MacKay said. 

“We realize how critical connectivity with all of our 
partners, friends and allies remains to ensuring that we can 
coordinate responses more quickly,” he said. 

The Asian Development Bank in March said climate-
related disasters had displaced more than 42 million people in 
Asia over the past two years. 

The Asia-Pacific “is the global area most prone to natural 
disasters, both in terms of the absolute number of disasters and 
of populations affected,” it said in a report. 
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21. U.S. Naval Shift To Asia 'Will Leave Gaps In NATO Defence' 
(LONDON TIMES 04 JUN 12) ... Richard Lloyd Parry 

American plans to move ships from the Atlantic to the 
Pacific will leave gaps in NATO defences because of the 
effect of the European economic crisis, Britain's Armed Forces 
Minister has warned. 

Nick Harvey urged the United States to "take things a step 
at a time" in implementing its new strategy, which aims to 
counter China's growing economic and military power. 

Leon Panetta, the U.S. Defence Secretary, said on 
Saturday that the U.S. was to deploy 60 per cent of its navy in 
the Pacific and 40 per cent in the Atlantic. At present, the 
division is even. 

Mr Harvey told The Times that Europe would struggle to 
fill the gap. "If it's part of U.S. long-term thinking that Europe 
can handle more than is the case presently, I'd observe that 
there is a way to go in developing capacity, and the Americans 
will want to take things a step at a time," he said at the 
Shangri-La Dialogue in Singapore, organised by Britain's 
International Institute of Strategic Studies. 

The naval redeployment is the most dramatic step so far 
in Washington's strategic move away from Europe and the 
Middle East and towards Asia. But it comes the year after a 
NATO campaign against Gaddafi forces in Libya, and with 

the increasing possibility of foreign military involvement in 
Syria. 

"The United States has fought wars, we have spilled 
blood, we have deployed our forces time and time again to 
protect our vital interests in the Asia-Pacific," Mr Panetta said 
in Singapore. "We owe it to all of those who've fought and 
died to build a better future for all nations in this region." 

Defence cuts have left Britain without the ability to 
launch aircraft from a naval carrier until at least 2023. "When 
we're back in the carrier strike game we could pull more 
weight, [but] if Europe is to take more responsibility, we've 
got some way to go," Mr Harvey said. 

Despite the U.S. cuts, America's new presence in Asia 
will include six aircraft carriers, as well as radar-evading 
fighter jets and anti-submarine planes. Mr Panetta said that, 
although there was anxiety about Beijing's claims to islands in 
the South China Sea, the policy was not an effort to contain 
China. 

The meeting of defence ministers came as ships from the 
U.S. and China confront one another over Scarborough Shoal, 
an atoll claimed by the Philippines and China. 
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22. India Hopes To Announce U.S. Deals During Panetta Visit 
(DEFENSE NEWS 04 JUN 12) ... Vivek Raghuvanshi 

NEW DELHI — The Indian Ministry of Defence is 
rushing to put the finishing touches on two major weapon 
buys from the U.S., hoping to announce the final dates for the 
deals or signal that they're close when U.S. Defense Secretary 
Leon Panetta visits here June 6, an MoD official said. 

While the MoD has already cleared the purchase of 145 
light howitzer guns for $600 million from the U.S. subsidiary 
of BAE Systems, the $1.4 billion deal for 22 Apache attack 
helicopters from Boeing is still being wrapped up, including 
the final offset obligations. The deals may not be formally 
inked during Panetta's visit because procedural work may not 
be complete. However, India will put forward its wish list of 
U.S. weaponry and equipment, added the source, who refused 
to give details of the list. 

It is unclear to what extent the timetable for approval has 
been moved up. The howitzer and Apache deals have been in 
the finalization phase for more than a year. Even if final dates 
are announced this week, it could take another month or two 
to formalize the details. 

The U.S. has become a larger supplier of weaponry for 
India, which is looking to non-Russian sources to replace its 
aging equipment. Last year, the Indian Air Force purchased 10 
Boeing C-17 transport aircraft worth $4.1 billion. India is also 
negotiating to buy six additional Lockheed 'Martin C-130J 
Super Hercules planes and four additional Boeing P-8I long-
range maritime reconnaissance aircraft. 

A diplomat of the U.S. Embassy said Indo-U.S. defense 
relations would brighten considerably if New Delhi signs three 
key agreements with Washington. One is the Logistics 
Support Agreement, under which the U.S. military would 

refuel ships and aircraft at Indian bases using cashless 
transactions that are balanced at the end of the year. Now, U.S. 
warships and planes need permission each time they use 
Indian facilities and must pay each time. 

The other two pacts are the Communication 
Interoperability and Security Memorandum of Agreement 
(CISMOA), which would enable the two militaries to 
communicate on a common platform, and an end-user 
agreement governing the sale of C.S. military hardware to 
India that defines how much post-sale access the U.S. would 
have to that equipment. 

No MoD official will comment as to whether New Delhi 
is ready to sign them, but sources confirmed that the issues are 
part of the agenda for the talks between Panetta and Defence 
Minister AK Antony. New Delhi has always been reluctant to 
sign these agreements. "India perceives that the [end-user 
agreement] and CISMOA are intrusive and constrain the 
country's strategic autonomy," defense analyst Rahul Bhonsle 
said. "The U.S. seems to have generally accepted this 
argument, and there are moves for a review of the export-
control laws." 

Under U.S. law, military equipment transferred to another 
country must be verified periodically for assurance of 
legitimate use. An Indian Navy official said it is possible to 
give the U.S. guarantees and access to records pertaining to 
the location of the supplied weapons and equipment, but the 
U.S. cannot physically inspect them. 

Therefore, the signing of any or all of the three 
agreements appear to be a remote possibility. 
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23. Israel Arming German-Supplied Subs With Nukes: Report 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 03 JUN 12) 

BERLIN — Israel is arming submarines supplied and 
largely financed by Germany with nuclear-tipped cruise 
missiles, influential German newsweekly Der Spiegel reports 
in its issue to be published June 4. 

The magazine said in a cover story likely to touch off a 
debate in Germany that Berlin had until now denied any 
knowledge that German submarines were being used as part of 
an Israeli atomic arsenal. 

In Israel, foreign ministry spokesman Yigal Palmor 
confirmed only that his country had German submarines in its 
navy. 

“I can confirm that we have German submarines. It’s no 
secret,” the spokesman told AFP. “As for the rest, I am not in 
a position to talk about their capacity.” 

Israel is the Middle East’s sole, if undeclared, nuclear-
armed power. 

However, former high-ranking officials of the German 
defense ministry told Der Spiegel that the government always 
assumed Israel was putting nuclear warheads on the Dolphin-
class vessels. 

The article, based on a months-long probe, cited files 
from the foreign ministry in Berlin indicating that the West 
German state was aware of the practice as early as 1961. 

Germany has already supplied Israel with three of the 
submarines in question, footing most of the bill, and another 
three are to be delivered by 2017 under a recently signed 
contract. 

Meanwhile, Israel is weighing whether to order three 
more, according to the report. 

"The Germans can be proud to have ensured the existence 
of the state of Israel for several years to come," Israeli 

Defence Minister Ehud Barak was quoted by Der Spiegel as 
saying. 

The opposition Social Democrat Party called on 
Chancellor Angela Merkel’s government for an explanation 
June 3. 

“The federal government must provide information so 
that we know if the submarines delivered by Germany can be 
potentially equipped with nuclear warheads,” party spokesman 
Rolf Muetzenich told Der Spiegel. 

Merkel’s spokesman Steffen Seibert said all submarines 
had been delivered unarmed. 

“The federal government will not speculate on subsequent 
arming,” he said. 

The report said Germany hoped to see Israeli concessions 
on settlements on Palestinian land and approval for the 
completion of a sewage treatment plant in the Gaza Strip in 
exchange for the assistance. 

Israel sees its existence under threat if its arch-foe Iran 
goes nuclear. Like the U.S., it has refused to rule out bombing 
Iranian nuclear sites. 

Germany, bearing the historical guilt of the Holocaust, is 
Israel’s closest ally in Europe. 

But it has sharply criticized Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu’s pro-settlement policies in the West Bank and east 
Jerusalem as undermining peace efforts with the Palestinians. 

Tensions between Germany and Israel flared in April 
when Nobel prize-winning German author Gunter Grass 
published an inflammatory poem warning that a nuclear-
armed Israel “could wipe out the Iranian people (with a) first 
strike.” 
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24. It's Taller Than Nelson's Column And Generates Enough Energy To Power 5,500 Homes - But Does 
Britain Really Need A Super-Sized £3.5bn Aircraft Carrier? 

(LONDON DAILY MAIL (UK) 02 JUN 12) ... Andrew Preston 
Today it looks like a ramshackle tower block – its nine 

storeys are covered with makeshift scaffolding and white 
plastic sheeting that billows in the breeze. 

But this is a huge chunk of HMS Queen Elizabeth, 
Britain’s new class of aircraft carrier and the largest warship 
ever built for the Royal Navy. 

HMS Queen Elizabeth will be three times the size of 
HMS Illustrious, our sole remaining carrier currently being 
used to transport helicopters and commandos, and will be 
second only to the giant American nuclear-powered Nimitz-
class carriers. 

While debate has focused on rising costs (up to £7 billion 
for two carriers) and what aircraft should fly from the ships, 
construction work has been quietly continuing at six shipyards 
around the country. 

HMS Queen Elizabeth is being built in sections, which 
are then transported by sea to the Number 1 Dock at Rosyth, 
just north of Edinburgh, to be welded together 

‘Our contract was to build two ships, and we’ve just been 
getting on with it,’ says Geoff Searle, program director for the 
Aircraft Carrier Alliance, from his office at Rosyth, in the 
shadow of the Forth Rail Bridge. 

‘They are the largest surface warships ever to be built in 
the UK, weighing in at 65,000 tons, offering four acres of 
sovereign territory, and set to be in service for up to 50 years. 

'They are a significant diplomatic tool and they can go 
anywhere and do anything, from disaster relief and delivery of 
aid through to war fighting.’ 

It might not look sleek and seaworthy on the outside yet, 
but below decks and already recognizable inside the ship are 
the Junior Rates’ dining hall and galley (with boilers and 
deep-fat fryers ready to be fitted) and broad corridors lined 
with cabins, as well as machine rooms, water-treatment 
equipment, and space for ammunition storage and the weapons 
handling bay. 

What currently looks like a flat roof is actually part of the 
flight deck, which will eventually be 280 meters long and 74 
meters wide. 

At the end of this week the dock here will be flooded, and 
this huge chunk of metal, known as Super Block 03, will be 
floated out into the bay. 

Another 6,000-ton forward section, which has just been 
delivered by barge up from Portsmouth, will then be guided in 
to the dock before Super Block 03 is floated back in behind it. 
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Once the light is blocked out of the program director’s 
office windows next to the dock, the team will know the first 
aircraft carrier is nearly complete. All it will need then is some 
planes to fly from it. 

In the era of cyber warfare and stealth technology, the 
idea of a giant floating steel platform might seem absurdly 
cumbersome and arcane. But aircraft carriers remain the 
ultimate symbol of naval power. 

‘People talk about them as Cold War relics but I don’t 
support that,’ says Dr Lee Willett, Senior Research Fellow in 
Maritime Studies at the Royal United Services Institute. 

‘Their use has evolved, and they have proved versatile 
and effective as a mobile airfield that you can park anywhere. 

'Just think of the USS Carl Vinson, which was the first 
aircraft carrier into action post 9/11 off the coast of 
Afghanistan. 

It was also the lead American ship off Haiti after the 
earthquake – its aircraft were removed and replaced by 
helicopters to ferry water ashore and evacuate casualties back 
to the ship for treatment. UK carriers could do the same. We 
are, after all, an island nation with global interests and global 
responsibilities.’ 

This year’s 30th anniversary of the Falklands War 
reignited passions about aircraft carriers, but it’s not just 
nostalgic armchair admirals who have felt the loss. 

It was widely believed that our campaign over Libya 
could have been easier, and cheaper, if we’d had a functioning 
aircraft carrier with planes to fly from it rather than relying on 
a land base in Italy. 

‘The French carrier Charles de Gaulle certainly proved 
her worth off Libya,’ says Christian Le Mière of the 
International Institute for Strategic Studies. 

‘Carriers can work anywhere and they are also mobile and 
therefore harder to target. 

'That the U.S. is pursuing its program for a new class of 
carriers confirms that these are extremely useful and capable 
ships.’ 

Russia, Brazil, India, France, Italy, Spain and Thailand 
currently have carriers, while the U.S. has 11, and is working 
on delivering the first of its new Ford-class supercarrier in 
three years’ time. 

After years of aircraft carrier envy, China has also bought 
a rusting former Soviet vessel, Varyag, from Ukraine. 

Initial claims were that it was to become a nightclub, 
hotel and conference centre, but China has now disturbed her 
neighbours and America by refitting her and sending her out 
for sea trials. 

‘The Chinese have said they will just use the Varyag for 
training,’ says Le Mière, ‘but if you have a carrier then you 
tend to like to use it – it’s an expensive piece of kit.’ 

Meanwhile China continues work on building her own 
vessels. 

‘While we have problems justifying the cost of our carrier 
program and some say we can’t afford them, Brazil, India, 
China and our old friend the Russians are pushing ahead with 
them,’ says Dr Willett. 

‘We should at least ask why they are doing it, and what 
they see that we don’t.’ 

Our own carriers have been a long time coming. The idea 
was first mooted in the Strategic Defence Review of 1998, 
when the plan was for the first of two ships to be delivered this 
year. 

By the time of the 2010 Strategic Defence and Security 
Review the Government had decided we would operate just 
one carrier, leaving the other mothballed. 

They also announced that we would no longer buy 
Lockheed F35B ‘Short Take-Off and Vertical Landing’ 
aircraft to fly from it, but instead deploy the more 
conventional F35C jets, which can carry more weapons and 
have a longer range. 

Then last month the Government reversed this decision 
and said we would go back to the F35B planes – having 
discovered it would cost an additional £2 billion, and cause 
further delays to construction, to fit just one carrier with the 
catapults and arrestor gears required for the F35Cs. 

Margaret Hodge, chair of the Public Accounts 
Committee, called the situation a ‘fiasco’. 

Dr Willett, however, puts a more positive spin on the 
current situation. 

‘This does at least now raise the possibility of us having 
two operational carriers,’ says Willett, ‘although that will be 
one of the tough decisions to be made at the next defence 
review in 2015.’ 

There are a few noticeable changes to the UK’s new class 
of aircraft carrier compared to the old designs. 

‘The most visible is the two islands rather than just one on 
the flight deck,’ says Geoff Searle. 

‘The forward one is for navigation of the ship, and the aft 
for air-traffic control and flight operations. To the side of the 
ship are two big lifts to bring aircraft up from the hangar. 

'The older carriers had lifts in the middle of the flight 
deck, which meant that when you were bringing aircraft up 
and down you couldn’t do flight operations.’ 

There’s also a ‘highly mechanized weapons handling 
system’ to select and deliver weapon loads from the two large 
magazines to aircraft in the hangar, which saves on crew 
numbers. But, as program director Geoff Searle puts it, 
‘fundamentally they are big ships’. 

The entrance to the dock at Rosyth had to be enlarged so 
the carriers would fit, and dredging is under way at 
Portsmouth too for what will be their home base. Size will 
also make a big difference to those serving on board. 

‘There’s room to play football in the passageways and 
even in the usually cramped machinery spaces you could set 
up a few table tennis tables,’ says assembly director Stuart 
Leonard. 

The plan remains, for now at least, for HMS Queen 
Elizabeth to be handed over to the Royal Navy in early 2017 
and be fully operational by 2020, with sister ship HMS Prince 
Of Wales two years behind. 

Searle himself is now moving on to work on the Royal 
Navy’s next ‘future ship’ – the Type 26 Global Combat ships 
that will replace existing Type 23 frigates. Among their tasks 
will be the defence of the aircraft carriers. 

‘Physically we will never build anything as big as this,’ 
he says, ‘but the UK’s committed to continue to design and 
build complex warships. 

'The Type 26 program will start up in three or four years’ 
time, so a lot of the 700 apprentices we have working on the 
carriers now will be the experienced tradesmen and women of 
the future. 

'British manufacturing industry can still produce some 
very capable stuff.’ 
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It’s just up to the Americans now to deliver the planes – 
otherwise there’ll be room for more than just a few table 

tennis tables on HMS Queen Elizabeth’s flight deck. 
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25. Italy Looks To Sell Used Ships, Vehicles 
(DEFENSE NEWS 04 JUN 12) ... Tom Kington 

ROME — Italy is considering selling or donating up to 
one-third of its naval fleet in a bid to earn quick cash and slash 
maintenance costs. 

The Italian Navy would be the first off the mark with a 
plan to sell or donate up to 28 vessels over the next five or six 
years, with the Philippines suggested as a possible buyer. Italy 
has 82 ships and six submarines. 

Meanwhile, used Army vehicles might be heading to 
Colombia and Peru. Specifically, the consortium between 
vehicle maker Iveco and Finmeccanica unit Oto Melara, which 
together build fighting vehicles, is in talks with the Italian 
Ministry of Defense t o team to sell vehicles, including the 
M113, M109L and Leopard tanks, belonging to the Italian 
Army. 

"A market leverage could also be to offer them free as 
incentives to countries which buy new vehicles, for example, 
the VBM Freccia or the Centauro," he said. The possible sales 
come as spending drops 28 percent in 2012 and 3 billion earns 
($3.7 billion) is expected to be wiped off military budgets 
between now and 2014. Planners are considering dropping 
thousands of soldiers and cutting acquisitions, including 
buying 41 fewer F-35 Joint Strike Fighters. 

Addressing the Italian Senate's defense commission on 
May 23, the chief of the Navy said the retirement of 26 to 28 
vessels was also in the cards, with the selling or donating to 
other navies "wherever possible." 

Adm. Luigi Binelli Mantelli said the Navy would get rid 
of seven frigates, six to eight corvettes, four training vessels, 
four high seas tugs, three minesweepers and two coastal 
transport vessels. 

One defense source said the Maestrale-class frigates could 
end up in the Philippine Navy. 

Many of the vessels will reach their out of service dates in 
coming years anyway, and it is possible that not all will be 
donated or sold, a second defense source said. But Binelli 
Mantelli's sales drive reflects what he described as the 
"particularly grave emergency" facing the Navy. 

Budget cuts are threatening the Navy's ability to train to 
standards that allow for quick reaction, he said. That flexibility 
was on display in the campaign against Libya last year, when 
Italian AV-8 Harrier jump jets deployed on the carrier 

Garibaldi, which operated "brilliantly" for over four months, 
he said. 

A timetable for the retirement of Italian Navy vessels 
could start this year and wrap up in June 2016. The first of 
three patrol vessels to be retired — which are not included on 
Binelli Mantelli's list — was phased out in January, while the 
Lerici, one of the three minesweepers that he did list, was 
phased out at the end of March. The first Maestraleclass 
frigate is due to be phased out in December 2013. 

Meanwhile, Vie Navy this year is due to receive its first 
FREMM frigate, one of six that has been financed. Further 
deliveries from Italian shipyard Fincantieri are expected in 
2013, 2014 and 2015. Binelli Mantelli has claimed he is still 
holding out for the 10 frigates originally planned for. 

Binelli Mantelli said that wherever possible, the 
transferring of ships to foreign navies would involve Italian 
industry, suggesting a return to the formula used for the sale of 
vessels to Peru in the last decade. In 2005, Fincantieri struck a 
deal with the Peruvian Navy to upgrade two former Italian 
Lupo-class frigates, which joined the Lupos previously sold 
directly by Fincantieri to Peru. The deal followed a similar 
accord reached over the sale to Peru of two other naval 
vessels. 

"This type of deal has always been considered a viable 
strategy," the defense source said. An industry source said that 
any talks underway regarding the new sell-offs were still at the 
government-to-government level. 

In his speech, Binelli Mantelli also spoke of the need to 
avoid selling off too much of the fleet, not only to ensure 
national security, but to maintain a high profile for Italian-
built ships, thus aiding exports. 

He cited Algeria's recent purchase of an amphibious 
landing platform dock (LPD) ship, which is being built at 
Fincantieri's Riva Trigoso shipyard. Based on the Italian San 
Giorgio class of LPD, the Algerian vessel will be longer, 
weigh more than 8,000 tons and boast refueling capability. 
The vessel is due for delivery in 2014. 

Italy's own stop-start plans to buy a new LPD are "frozen" 
until 2013 due to funding cuts, an industry source said, 
although a project work contract has been signed with 
Fincantieri. A similar contract has also been signed for a new 
logistics vessel. 
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26. Pirates Attack Greek Oil Tanker Off Nigeria: IMB 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 02 JUN 12) 

KUALA LUMPUR — Pirates attacked a Greek-owned 
oil tanker off Nigeria Friday but failed to hijack the ship after 
the crew hid in a safe room, the International Maritime Bureau 
said. 

The tanker was anchored off Lagos when armed pirates 
boarded early on Friday, said Noel Choong, head of the IMB's 
piracy reporting centre in Kuala Lumpur. 

The 23 crew onboard managed to lock themselves into a 
safe room and sent out a distress call that was received by the 

IMB, which in turn alerted the Nigerian navy and other 
warships patrolling the area, Choong said. 

Safe rooms are increasingly used by shipping firms to 
protect crews and thwart pirate attacks. 

Choong said the pirates, likely aiming to steal the ship's 
cargo, abandoned their plan as they could not enter the safe 
room and urged crews of other ships off west Africa to be 
vigilant. 
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"The area remains risky," he told AFP. "We urge all ships 
to maintain strict anti-piracy watches," he said. 

At least 21 attacks in the Gulf of Guinea off the west 
coast of Africa have taken place this year, with four vessels 
hijacked, according to Choong. 

Two seafarers have been killed, two injured and three 
kidnapped, he said. Nigeria, Africa's largest oil producer, was 
targeted in 13 out of the 21 attacks, Choong said. 

Unlike in hijackings off the coast of Somalia on the 
opposite side of the continent, west African gangs have not 
sought ransoms, instead unloading cargo onto other ships to 
sell on the black market. 

Nigeria and nearby Benin launched joint patrols last year 
to address the problem. 
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PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
27. Navy Official Pfannenstiel Resigns 
(KUAM NEWS 03 JUN 12) ... Sabrina Salas Matanane 

GUAM - July 1st will be the last day on the job for 
Jackalyne Pfannenstiel. She is the assistant secretary of the 
Navy for energy, installations and environment. She 
announced her resignation Saturday (Guam time) for health 
reasons. 

Pfannenstiel has been overseeing the Marines relocation 
from Okinawa to Guam. She has visited Guam several times 
over the last several years during the EIS, FEIS and Record of 
Decision process for the military buildup. 

From the nation's capitol Guam Congresswoman 
Madeleine Bordallo issued the following comment on 
Pfannenstiel's resignation: "I wish Assistant Secretary Jackie 
Pfannenstiel the best for a full recovery. She has been a true 
champion for Guam, and I appreciate her efforts during the 
previous EIS process to ensure that local concerns were 
addressed," said Congresswoman Bordallo. "I also appreciate 
Jackie's leadership on efforts to meet certain renewable energy 
goals for the U.S. Navy. Her efforts will undoubtedly make 
the Navy more secure from oil price fluctuations. I join all of 

Guam's leaders in wishing Jackie and her family the best 
during her recovery. Her leadership will be missed." 

Here at home local leaders are also reacting to 
Pfannenstiel's resignation. Committee Chair on the Guam 
Buildup, Senator Judi Guthertz commented "This woman truly 
has the patience of Job." She added "She faithfully kept 
regular, direct and informative correspondence with my office 
as we sought to make sense of the buildup plans on behalf of 
our constituents. I would give her the utmost credit as 
someone who truly listened to the thousands of our Guam 
citizens who expressed optimism and concern regarding the 
buildup." 

Senator Guthertz predicted that the people of Guam are 
going to remember Secretary Pfannenstiel as, "truly an 
architect of a military buildup that is a win-win for both the 
military and everyone who makes their home in Guam." 

Principal deputy Roger Natshuhara will serve as acting 
assistant secretary until a permanent replacement is confirmed. 
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28. Submarine Group 10, Local CSADD Chapter Sign Summer Safety Proclamation 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 01 JUN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class James Kimber, Submarine Group 10 Public Affairs 

KINGS BAY, Ga. -- The commander of Submarine 
Group 10 and Kings Bay junior enlisted Sailors signed a 101 
Critical Days of Summer Proclamation June 1. 

The proclamation's signing took place during the annual 
Damage Control Olympics at Trident Training Facility. 

Senior enlisted leaders here drafted the proclamation off 
of elements from already established safety and awareness 
programs, and incorporated them into one combined 
statement. Some of the strongest bullet points that most 
directly speak to the Kings Bay community were used from 
Navy programs the leadership team believed to have excellent 
messages. 

"We wanted to put word out of our vision for summer 
safety in Kings Bay," said Master Chief Electronics 
Technician (SS) Mike McLauchlan, Trident Training Facility 
command master chief and the proclamation's writer. "[The 
senior leadership] cares about our Sailors and crew. We want 
everyone to have fun, but remain safe." 

Commander, Submarine Group 10, Rear Adm. Joseph 
Tofalo, also took the time to recognize the local Coalition of 
Sailors Against Destructive Decisions (CSADD) chapter 
which stood up just a few months ago and reinforced all the 
Kings Bay commands' recent General Military Training 
sessions to increase DUI awareness and summer safety. 

"CSADD is a grassroots effort from our junior Sailors," 
Tofalo said. "The initial focus was to eliminate DUIs, but the 
junior Sailors wanted to expand efforts to include raising 
awareness of destructive decisions. It's a program to provide 
positive mentorship to help shipmates, the Navy and the 
community." 

CSADD originated at Commander, Navy Region Mid-
Atlantic as a peer influence social group. The popularity and 
message of the program spread and chapters were established 
at other commands. As a result, CSADD has been launched 
Navy-wide. This program provides an additional resource and 
communication tool that facilitates positive Sailor interaction 
and complements a commander's message directing proper 
conduct both on and off duty. 

"The CSADD chapter at Trident Training Facility 
represents the future of our Submarine Force," said Command 
Master Chief (SS) Randy Huckaba, Submarine Group 10 
command master chief. I can think of no better way to kick off 
the critical days of summer by having our highly motivated 
future leaders sit down with the Commander Submarine 
Group Ten and put their signatures on this year's Summer 
Safety Proclamation." 

CSADD is designed to positively influence Sailors 
behavior through resources and tools that promote good 
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decision-making processes, enabling leadership development 
and influence among peers at the junior level which, in turn, 
fosters both an attitude and atmosphere conducive to good 
order and discipline. 

The goal of this program is to encourage positive social 
interaction and development of leadership and decision-
making skills. Junior Sailors at each command will be 
provided the opportunity to create social networks, use a 
variety of communication tools and see visual messages to 
discourage destructive decisions within their peer group. 

According to the Naval Safety Center website, seven 
Sailors and 15 Marines worldwide lost their lives in fiscal year 
2010 while off duty, some of which could have been 
prevented. The goal of the proclamation is to prevent these 
incidents from ever happening so that no command, or more 
importantly no family, has to endure any loss of life, injury or 
incident that takes time away from either home or work. 

Submarine Group 10 is commanded by Tofalo and is the 
Nation's preeminent provider of sea-based strategic deterrence, 
strike and unique Ohio-class guided missile submarine special 
operations capabilities. 
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29. Programs May Help Vets Get Civilian Jobs 
(NAVY TIMES 01 JUN 12) ... Cid Standifer and Rick Maze 

President Obama has announced an initiative that could 
help thousands of separating service members get the 
credentials they need to qualify for manufacturing jobs. 

At a Honeywell plant in Minnesota, Obama touted a 
partnership between the Manufacturing Skills Standards 
Council and the services to allow some troops to receive 
industry-recognized credentials in logistics and advanced 
manufacturing. The effort is part of what the White House is 
calling the “We Can’t Wait” initiative. 

Obama argued that it is a waste of time and money to 
make veterans undergo additional training before letting them 
do the same jobs in the civilian world that they performed in a 
war zone. 

“If you can save a life on the battlefield, you can save a 
life in an ambulance,” he said. “If you can oversee a convoy or 
millions of dollars of assets in Iraq, you can help manage a 
supply chain or balance its books here at home. If you can 
maintain the most advanced weapons in the world — if you’re 
an electrician on a Navy ship — well, you can manufacture 
the next generation of technology in our factories." 

According to a statement from the Manufacturing Skill 
Standards Council, the organization is in the final stages of 
launching its pilot program with the Army. Soldiers will start 
taking MSSC assessments in early July. Each service will run 
its own pilot program for a limited number of uniformed 
service members. 

“Service members participating in the pilot will have the 
opportunity to earn [industrial] credentials free of charge,” the 
statement adds. “The services will partner with MSSC to 
explore how opportunities for these credentials can be 
integrated into the services’ existing training programs and 
expanded to the larger pool of service members with relevant 
skills and training." 

The certification effort will be a pilot program, at no cost 
to service members, building on existing credentialing 
programs in skilled manufacturing jobs. For example, it would 
help a Navy machinist mate receive civilian credentials for his 
military-learned skills that would be easily recognized in the 
private sector. 

Obama also announced a second partnership between the 
Army, American Welding Society and National Institute for 
Metalworking Skills to provide machinist and welding 
credentials at the Army’s Fort Lee, Va., ordnance school. 

About 20,000 soldiers attend the school each year, and all 
graduates will receive credentials, White House officials said. 
That program, expected to start this summer, will provide 
level-one machinist certifications to soldiers. Later this year, 
welder certification is expected to be available. 

Another partnership announced by Obama is between the 
Army and Society of Manufacturing Engineers. It will expand 
certification opportunities for Army engineering students in 
highly specialized and technical engineering fields. A one-
year test program would allow engineer officers and warrant 
officers to receive SME credentials. 

The three partnerships are expected to help up to 130,000 
active-duty members get civilian credentials, but it is unclear 
how many would find post-service jobs as a result of the 
certification, if they choose to stay in the same field once they 
leave the military. 

White House officials believe there are jobs to be filled 
because industry surveys show shortages of skilled workers. 
Obama cited a survey showing that 80 percent of 
manufacturers have trouble finding people with the abilities 
they need. 

In conjunction with Obama’s announcement, Honeywell, 
an international manufacturing company with more than 
120,000 employees, is launching a new effort to hire veterans 
that will involve accepting some veterans without college 
degrees. 

The three pilot projects are the start of a much bigger 
effort that will involve many more military occupations, White 
House officials said. The next step, officials said, is to try to 
provide civilian certifications for truckers and emergency 
medical technicians. 

The certification programs are the result of a Defense 
Department task force created to focus on the difficulty of 
translating military-learned skills into civilian jobs. Even 
when skills appear similar, there are often differences in 
training and in practical experience. 

The task force is focusing its initial efforts on 
manufacturing, first responders, health care, information 
technology, transportation and logistics. In some cases, 
military training appears to be enough, with some minor 
tweaks, to receive civilian license or credentials. But in other 
cases, getting a civilian job could require additional training or 
a college degree. 
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30. Fleet Pushes Separating Sailors To Use Job-Placement Benefits 
Few have taken full advantage of help, Navy says 
(NAVY TIMES 11 JUN 12) ... Gidget Fuentes 

Sailors cut from the ranks in last year's enlisted retention 
boards have been slow to take advantage of outplacement 
services offered by the Navy, and fleet leaders have tasked 
commanders to prod them along. 

At stake are new jobs for the 2,946 Sailors who have been 
told to leave by Sept. 1; and the potential for the Navy to save 
millions of dollars in unemployment benefits. 

The Navy spent $5 million to hire Chicago-based 
Challenger, Gray and Christmas, one of the nation's leading 
corporate out-placement services, to help Sailors facing 
involuntary separation write resumes, learn to navigate 
interviews and find job leads. 

As of May 31, 2,204 of the 2,946 ERB Sailors had signed 
up for services with CGC. But only 920 of those Sailors had 
completed a resume and 263 had accepted jobs. 

The lag in Sailor participation has caught the eye of Navy 
leaders. Adm. John Harvey, head of Fleet Forces Command, 
sent out a personal message to commanders asking them to get 
involved in the process. 

"One of the best options [ERB-separated] Sailors have is 
to utilize the Challenger, Gray and Christmas transition 
assistance team," Harvey told Navy Times. "The numbers are 
there — those Sailors who have used these tools have a proven 
success rate when it comes to finding a job." 

Getting Sailors to sign up for and complete at least the 
resume process, he said, is "critically important"; he noted 
there's just three months of this benefit left. 

"I'm doing my part, and I expect all others to do theirs to 
ensure these Sailors are getting all the resources they need to 
succeed," he said. "Working with this team will give them a 
fighting chance in a very tough job market." 

Reaction to the outplacement services has been mixed 
among Sailors selected by the boards. Posts on the "Sailors 
Against ERB" Facebook page air complaints about the quality 
of job leads and subpar customer service. 

But Navy officials said they're working to solve any 
potential issues. 

"We're tweaking this process constantly, and we need to 
hear complaints and problems so we can work to fix them," 
said Rear Adm. Tony Kurta, who heads manpower plans for 
the chief of naval personnel. "We ask Sailors take those — 
any complaints, questions or ideas they think we need to hear 
— and call the [Navy Personnel Command] help line and we'll 
answer them." 

That number is 866-827-5672. Kurta said the Navy is 
pleased with the services being provided by CGC, though a 
final determination of its effectiveness won't be known until 
after the contract ends. It runs through Sept. 30, but Navy 
officials are considering extending it through next June. "'This 
is new ground for both the contractor and the military," Kurta 
said. "The focus now is getting these Sailors the benefit of the 
services while they're on active duty." 

Making The Transition 
The toughest part of shifting from military to civilian 

employment is translating military skills and experience into 
language that civilian employers can understand. Because this 
is new ground for CGC, the firm hired Herdt Consulting, a 
company owned by retired Master Chief Petty Officer of the 
Navy (SS/SW/AW) Jim Herdt, to "bridge that gap." 

That includes modifying the CGC employment process — 
which is based on face-to-face contact — to one that can work 
for Sailors spread out all over the world by adding a Web-
based component. 

Herdt has employed as many as 10 retired master chiefs to 
act as mentors to Sailors throughout the process. 

"These SMEs are there to help the Sailor translate all of 
what they did in the military into language that civilian 
employers can understand," said Mike McCalip, a retired fleet 
master chief who his heading Herdt's efforts with CGC and 
mentoring Sailors himself. "The biggest misconception is that 
CGC is a headhunter or a placement service, and they're not. 
They're paid upfront to be an advocate for the Sailors looking 
for a job and to coach them and teach the skills needed to 
accomplish that." 

The biggest problem so far is the small numbers of Sailors 
completing the resume process, a first step required before 
CGC assigns a "job coach" who helps Sailors find potential 
employers. 

"Just sitting down and getting started is really the hardest 
part," said Chief Aviation Machinst's Mate (AW) Anthony 
Hughes, who'll leave the Navy on Sept. 1 after 14 years of 
service. 

Though he ended up finding his job by himself, he said it 
wouldn't have been possible without CGC's resume-writing 
service. 

"The ball's really in your court at the beginning and that 
was frankly daunting for me, staring at 14 years of evaluations 
and wondering how to put it all in perspective in a resume," he 
said. 

But his Herdt mentor, Iry Clifton, a retired force master 
chief, helped him get started by sending him a sample resume 
and offering other guidance, Hughes said. 

Hughes, a helicopter mechanic, then ran with the ball. 
On his own, he located a potential employer, Bullhead, 

which provides armament services to the Navy for helicopters 
— something that combines his love and interest in aviation 
with logistics and management experience he'd gotten as a 
Navy chief. Once separated, he'll work at the Naval Surface 
Warfare Center Crane, Ind., near his hometown. 

"My new employer commented on the resume and how 
good it was," he said. "Though I got the job on my own, that 
was the key to communicate my skills, interests and abilities 
to a job, and in the end, it was a unique fit and one I'm excited 
about." 
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31. Program Helps Civilians Understand Veterans' Views 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 03 JUN 12) ... Corinne Reilly 

HAMPTON--It's a simple story, and to those with a 
connection to the Army or Marine Corps, it might even be a 

cliche. But when Eric Endries tells it to outsiders, particularly 
those in law enforcement, he says it packs just the right punch. 
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Now a civilian with the state-funded Virginia Wounded 
Warrior Program, Endries starts by explaining that he used to 
be in the Army and did three tours in Iraq. The longest was 15 
months, and he spent a lot of that time behind the wheel of an 
armored vehicle. In part because the military drilled it into him 
in training and in part because he saw firsthand the grave 
dangers of driving in Iraq, he learned how to decrease the 
risks: 

 Look out for irregularities in dirt roads; they might 
indicate a buried explosive. 

 Never go in reverse; it leaves you vulnerable. 

 Avoid bridges and guardrails. 

 Be aggressive. 

 Don't stop. 

Then Endries explains how difficult it can be to dial those 
instincts down upon returning to the United States, and how, 
soon after his own homecoming, his wife made him hand over 
his keys because he was driving, in Endries' words, "like a 
maniac." 

"To people in the military, it's something we're warned 
about when we get back. We've all heard the stories about 
driving after a deployment," he said in a recent interview. "But 
when you tell it to a police officer who's never been in the 
military, you see it click. You plant that seed that in some 
cases, when they pull someone over, there might be more 
going on than what's obvious." 

That's the thinking behind a new course offered to 
criminal justice workers across the state by the Wounded 
Warrior Program, which is part of the Virginia Department of 
Veterans Services (and which is not to be confused with the 
nonprofit Wounded Warrior Project). Besides effects on 
driving and other difficulties of transitioning back to civilian 
life, the two-hour course touches on combat-related post-
traumatic stress disorder and traumatic brain injury, substance 
abuse among veterans, suicide and domestic violence. The 
Partnership for People with Disabilities at Virginia 
Commonwealth University and the Mental Health Association 

of the New River Valley helped design the curriculum and 
launch the sessions. 

Endries directs the Wounded Warrior Program's Hampton 
Roads chapter, headquartered in Hampton. So far, the chapter 
has given the training five times across the region. A sixth 
session is planned for Monday at the Newport News Police 
Training Academy. 

Besides police officers, participants have included judges, 
lawyers, probation and parole officers and social workers, said 
Harry Davis, a 21-year Army veteran and a Wounded Warrior 
Program employee who leads the local sessions. Two 
volunteers help Davis by sharing their personal stories. Both 
are combat veterans who've been incarcerated and have 
struggled with PTSD and traumatic brain injury. 

Davis and Endries said they may arrange for more 
sessions if demand warrants. So far, they said, feedback has 
been positive. In pre- and post-training surveys, participants 
have shown a better understanding of veterans' issues. 

That's exactly the aim, Endries said. 
"The goal isn't to get special treatment for veterans," he 

said. But their military service and any aftereffects "should at 
least be a piece of the puzzle in terms of figuring out what 
comes next." 

The unfortunate reality is that many veterans end up in the 
criminal justice system, Davis said. If more workers within 
that system are trained to recognize problems such as combat-
related PTSD, more veterans can be referred to the help they 
need, he said. 

The trainings are only a small part of what the Wounded 
Warrior Program does. It offers a range of services for 
veterans of all eras, as well as their families, including 
financial assistance, support groups and help with Veterans 
Affairs, medical care and mental health treatment. 

Davis said he ends each of the trainings with information 
on the program's services and how veterans can reach them. 

"That's probably the most important part," he said. "We 
let people know we're here. The veterans just need to call us." 
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32. TRICARE Rx Co-Pay Hikes Likely 
TRICARE Fee Hikes Blocked; Drug Co-Pays Likely to Pop 
(MILITARY UPDATE 01 JUN 12) ... Tom Philpott 

The Senate Armed Services Committee has agreed with 
its House counterpart to block the Obama administration’s 
plan to phase in some new and some significantly higher 
TRICARE enrollment fees and deductibles for military 
retirees and their families. 

But the Senate panel has signaled that the administration 
can use existing authority to raise beneficiary co-pays on 
brand name prescription drugs filled through retail pharmacies 
or the TRICARE mail order program. 

The absence of any new Senate prohibition, combined 
with the House committee’s vote in May to raise at least some 
drug co-pays effective Oct. 15 this year, means TRICARE 
beneficiaries are almost certain to see prescription drug costs 
off base climb starting this fall. 

Still to be determined is how steep the initial increases 
will be and how they will be allowed to rise in future years. 

If a House-Senate conference committee accepts the 
Senate panel’s stand on the issue, the Department of Defense 
could implement almost all of the prescription drug increases 
proposed in its five-year budget plan. In doing so the 
department would capture at least half of total projected health 
care savings it sought under the TRICARE reform package 
unveiled in February. 

If the House committee’s plan were adopted instead, drug 
co-payments would rise more modestly than the 
administration planned. But retirees eligible for TRICARE for 
Life, most of them elderly, would be required to have 
maintenance drugs for chronic conditions filled through the 
mail order program, at least for a year. 

Mail order means cost savings to TRICARE and to 
beneficiaries. They would get a three-month supply of pills for 
the same co-pay charged for a 30-day supply at retail outlets. 
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To date, retirees have been allowed to discover the cost-
savings and convenience of mail order at their own pace. 

The Senate committee considered the House approach to 
forcing older retirees to try mail order. It’s a cost-saving 
maneuver that allowed the House bill to propose more modest 
drug co-pay increases than the administration’s wants. In the 
end, a majority of senators on the panel decided it was “not 
good policy” to force only one-class of retirees to use mail 
order, a congressional source explained. 

Both committees refused to accept the Department of 
Defense’s plan to raise out-of-pocket costs on military retirees 
by raising their enrollment fees for TRICARE Prime, the 
managed care benefit; by establishing a first-ever enrollment 
fee for TRICARE Standard, the fee-for-service insurance plan 
option, or TRICARE Extra, the preferred provider network 
option; and by establishing a first-ever enrollment fee for 
elderly under TRICARE for Life, the prized insurance 
supplement to Medicare. 

These proposals are dead, at least until after the 
November elections when lawmakers hope finally to muster 
the political courage to address the nation’s debt crisis. By 
Dec. 31, Congress must negotiate a debt-reduction 
compromise or a “sequestration” mechanism, created by last 
year’s Budget Control Act, will force across-the-board cuts. 
That would include an additional $500 billion from major 
defense accounts over a decade. Policymakers and lawmakers 
alike describe it as irrational, even “mindless.” 

The armed services committees clearly don’t want to 
endorse higher TRICARE fees and deductibles in isolation. 
One Senate source said higher enrollment fees on military 
retirees could be seen as acceptable if included in some 
government-wide effort to control entitlement spending 
including reforms to make more solvent programs like 
Medicare and Social Security. 

The Senate committee has embraced the administration’s 
call for an independent commission, appointed by the 
president, to recommend reforms to military compensation, 
including retirement. Any retirement changes could only 
impact future service members, not the current force. 
Congress would accept or reject commission 
recommendations but not modify them. This would duplicate 

rules lawmakers need when facing the politically difficult 
process of closing military bases. 

The House committee has rejected the concept of an 
independent commission to re-shape military compensation. 
So a House-Senate conference committee will decide if it gets 
included in the final defense bill. 

Both committees have signaled that raising drug co-pays, 
particularly for brand-name prescriptions off base, is an 
acceptable way to raise beneficiary cost shares as military 
health costs continue to climb. 

Both the House bill and the administration’s plan would 
leave the co-pay for generic drugs at retail outlets at $5. The 
House bill would authorize co-pays at retail to be raised from 
$12 to $17 for brand names on the military formulary and 
from $17 to $44 for non-formulary brand names. 

For mail order, the current $9 co-pay for 90 days of brand 
drugs on formulary would be raised to $13, and the $25 co-
pay for non-formulary drugs would increase to $43. 

These are significant increases but smaller than sought by 
the administration, which the Senate committee declined to 
stop. It would put no new limit on existing authority to adjust 
drug co-pays. Officials said current law only prohibits 
TRICARE from setting co-pays more than 20 percent above 
the average cost of brand name drugs for active duty family 
members or more than 25 percent higher for retirees. These 
limits wouldn’t be exceeded under the administration’s plan, a 
congressional source explained. TRICARE officials are 
expected to confirm this by late summer. 

The administration proposed that in October the co-pay 
on brand-name drugs at retail be raised to $26 and thereafter 
climb by $2 a year until reaching $34 in October 2016. Co-
pays for brand drugs at mail order would jump to $26 from $9 
for a 90-day supply, and then climb to $34 by 2016. 

For 2017 and beyond, the administration wants co-pays 
adjusted yearly to match medical inflation. The House 
committee would limit co-pay adjustments to no more than 
percentage increase in military retirement. 

Under both the House bill and administration’s plan, the 
co-pay for generic drugs would remain at $5 at retail at least 
for several years, and base pharmacies would continue to fill 
prescriptions at no charge. 
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33. Navy's Next Battle: Stopping 'Bath Salts' 
Designer drug can beat screening but has many dangerous side effects 
(NAVY TIMES 11 JUN 12) ... Gidget Fuentes 

SAN DIEGO — While the Navy continues to wrestle 
with spice use among Sailors, a new, dangerous designer drug 
is gaining popularity — and it has health officials concerned. 

The drug is called "bath salts," but don't confuse it with 
bathwater perfume. This drug, a powdery substance made with 
synthetic chemicals, can be snorted, smoked, inhaled, 
consumed or injected. Like spice, the synthetic marijuana, 
bath salts are touted as offering a "legal high" undetected in 
urine tests. 

Bath salts are sold under various names such as Ivory 
Wave or Vanilla Sky. Users can suffer from anxiety, 
depression, hallucinations, delusions, poor concentration, 
tremors, seizures, nausea and sweats. 

The active ingredients in psychoactive bath salts are 
synthetic cathinones — mephedrone or 
methylenedioxypyrovalerone, also known as MDPV. These 
stimulants mimic the highs obtained from illegal drugs such as 
cocaine and methamphetamine. Cathinones are derived from 
khat, a plant native to Africa and southern Arabia. 

The problem with bath salts is that the Navy has no way 
— yet — to screen for it with urinalysis tests, said Lt. George 
Loeffler, chief psychiatry resident at Naval Medical Center 
San Diego. 

"It's one of the reasons why these substances appear so 
popular in the military, vice in the civilian community. They 
actually market it to the fact that that they don't pop positive 
on the standard urine drug screen," Loeffler said May 23 
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during a session at the Navy-Marine Corps Combat 
Operational Stress Control conference in San Diego. 

"You can buy them in all kinds of places," he said, even 
gas stations. 

Random Spice Tests Underway 
The use of bath salts is very similar to spice, which 

emerged in recent years as a drug of choice from members of 
the military looking to evade drug tests. 

The Defense Department banned the use of spice in 2010. 
In its push to deter spice users, the Navy and Marine 

Corps on April 1 began random testing for synthetic 
cannabinoids, the chemical compounds in spice products, said 
Shoshona Pilip-Florea, a Navy Bureau of Medicine and 
Surgery spokeswoman in Washington. Testing or urinalysis 
screening is done in one of four situations, Pilip-Florea said: 
Specific cases with the service member's consent; when 
directed by the unit commander; in unit-specific sweeps; or in 
full command sweeps. 

The Navy plans to launch this summer a renewed 
campaign tp deter the use of synthetic drugs including spice 
and bath salts. 

Testing for spice has been hampered by the hundreds of 
varieties of synthetic pot available. Manufacturers tweak their 
formulas to sidestep the Drug Enforcement Administration, 
which temporarily banned the five main chemicals used to 
make spice. The same problem has arisen with bath salts. 

Bath salt abuse was first noticed about two years ago in 
San Diego, where a handful of young Sailors and Marines 
were admitted to the medical center's psychiatric ward with 
various types of psychosis. 

Some patients had used spice, but others were using bath 
salts. During one period from 2010 to 2011, seven active-duty 
males ages 21 to 29, were admitted for periods ranging from 
three to 22 days for using bath salts, Loeffler said. Allwere 
agitated and five were hallucinating and hearing voices. Two 
had to be restrained, Loeffler said. The symptoms led Loeffler 
to suspect the bath salts involved had MDPV, which has a 
longer high than mephedrone and worse effects. The use of 
bath salts made world news after a man in Miami was shot and 
killed by police May 26 after he was discovered chewing off 
the face of a homeless man. Initial reports said it was possible 
the attacker was high on bath salts. 

Preventing and policing the use of bath salts is difficult. 
"For bath salts, there isn't a specific regulation restricting 

bath salt use," Loeffler said. However, use, sale and transport 
of bath salts could fall under the Uniform Code of Military 
Justice as "mind-altering substances." 

In October, the DEA issued an emergency ban on 
mephedrone amid a surge in cases. 

Next-generation synthetic compounds could pose a bigger 
worry. Chemicals such as naphyrone have been showing up 
more in bath salts since the mephedrone ban, Loeffler said. 
Naphyrone is "a really scary substance" which is 10 times 
more potent than cocaine and has longer effects than other 
cathinones. 

The rise of more potent versions of bath salts is "one of 
the scariest things about this," he said. "We really don't know 
enough about it to say how we should screen for this stuff," he 
added. 
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34. First Look - Running Suit Specs 
Wear testing on PT prototype begins this summer 
(NAVY TIMES 11 JUN 12) ... Sam Fellman 

This summer, a sleek new running suit makes its debut. 
The blue exercise attire features the latest in athletic 

apparel design and state-of-the-art fabric to make exercise in 
cool weather more comfortable. A wear test begins this 
summer for a uniform that one day may be worn by all hands. 
It is the latest design in the five-year effort to find suitable 
outerwear for the yellow-and-gold physical training uniform. 
It's part of the Navy's larger push to suit up sailors in "high 
performance" physical training gear. 

The running suit, which has a "NAVY" logo in reflective 
gray lettering on the front and back, is a completely different 
design and material from previous efforts. Instead of a "wind 
suit," the latest design is essentially warm-up attire, with 
breathable fabric designed to wick sweat away. The pullover 
top has long sleeves and thumb holes in the wrist cuffs; on a 
cold day, the wearer can pull the sleeves down and put their 
thumb through to keep their sleeves down. The bottom of the 
pant legs stretch so they can be slipped on over your shoes. 
And the pants have convenient pockets for personal items. 

"A couple of the folks around here have worn it," said 
Rear Adm. Tony Kurta, director of military plans and 
personnel for the chief of naval personnel in Arlington, Va. "It 
looks good, seems to wear good. I think price point-wise, it 
might be competitive." 

Other features include a zippered side pocket in pull-over 
where you can store keys and ID card; elastic waist with draw-

string, and a nylon-polyester fabric blend designed to wick 
away sweat quickly. The material has not been treated to be 
water-resistant. 

Because the prototype, designed by apparel manufacturer 
New Balance, is still in the testing and design phase, no cost 
estimate is available, a CNP spokeswoman said. 

Initial testing has gone well: The running suit was put 
through a "mannequin test" to see how it would handle in wet 
and windy conditions and held up very well, Kuria said. The 
next step is in the wear test at Recruit Training Command 
Great Lakes, Ill. 

"Now we're going to give it to about 180 recruits here in 
the summer as our current proposal and just see what the 
feedback is," Kuria said in a May 17 interview. If the results 
are positive, then officials will begin looking at fine-tuning the 
design and at the cost; by law, the manufacturer must be based 
in the U.S. 

Seabag Status Still Unknown 
Cost is one big factor in deciding whether this will be an 

issued item, like the navy blue sweatpants and sweatshirts, or 
an optional one. 

The cotton sweatshirt, which bears the Navy seal, and 
sweat-pants are issued during boot camp and worn over PT 
gear. Officials aren't certain whether the new running suit 
would replace these items or would instead be a separate 
uniform for slightly warmer conditions. 
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Asked whether this would be a seabag item, Kuria 
replied: "Depends on the price and what you get for the 
contract. Could be optional, could be like the current sweats: 
You just give them at Great Lakes and than sell them in the 
[uniform] store. A lot of that will depend on the price — and 
whether sailors like it or not." 

The rest of the decisions about wear — such as where and 
when you can wear it — will be made down the road, Kurta 
said. 

"We haven't done the regulations of where you could 
wear it, if you could wear it over your civilian stuff or whether 
it has to be with the PT gear," he said. "We haven't crossed 
that bridge yet." 

The Navy's efforts to develop the suit started in 2007, 
when officials were developing a total physical training 
uniform package. It was expected to include a warm-up or 

"wind suit," but initial wear tests in 2008 were a failure, 
officials said, sending them back to the drawing board. 

Early discussions went back and forth from the suit being 
an "optional" component that sailors would have to buy 
themselves or an issue item required in the seabag. 

The exact nature of the early designs and the reasons they 
failed tests were never publicly detailed by Navy officials. 

Two new designs surfaced in 2009, and 10-week tests 
were conducted in the fall at Great Lakes, Norfolk, Va., and 
Washington, D.C. One design was made of nylon, the other a 
laminate material similar to Gore-Tex fabrics. Each design 
featured a liner designed to wick moisture away from the 
body. 

At the same time, officials approved an interim solution 
and identified the blue cotton sweat, issued at Great Lakes to 
recruits as authorized parts of the Navy's PT ensemble. 
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35. USS Missississippi, Here We Come 
Commissioning special for Murrah grad 
(JACKSON (MS) CLARION LEDGER 02 JUN 12) ... Billy Watkins 

He has spent a cumulative 4 1/2 years at sea in a 
submarine and crossed every longitude on the globe. 

"And not by cheating by circling the North Pole - but 
(traveling) south of the Arctic Circle and north of the 
Antarctic Circle," says Rear Adm. Michael Jabaley, a 1980 
graduate of Murrah High School in Jackson. "And I've crossed 
the equator exactly at the International Dateline." 

Jabaley, 49, wasn't bragging. He was merely responding 
to questions about his time at sea over the past 29 years. 

But one of his proudest moments came Saturday at the 
Port of Pascagoula when the USS Mississippi - the most 
sophisticated attack submarine in U.S. history - was 
commissioned. Jabaley is program manager of the Virginia 
fleet, which includes the USS Mississippi. 

"To be from Mississippi, for the submarine to be named 
after Mississippi, and for this to be my swan song as manager 
of the Virginia fleet ... this is really, really special to me," he 
says. "I wish I could take credit for naming it 'Mississippi' but 
that was actually done before I ever became program manager. 
It got its name because of its (Mississippi's) long-standing 
commitment to the military and shipbuilding, and also for the 
way the state fought back from Hurricane Katrina (in 2005)." 

Jabaley, a husband and father of six children, will become 
the vice commander of the Naval Sea Systems Command. 

His final day as program manager is June 28. 
He moved with his family from Baltimore to Jackson in 

1972. His father, Michael, was a longtime hand surgeon at 
University of Mississippi Medical Center. 

"Both he and my mother (Mary) believed in the value of 
public schools," recalls Jabaley, who graduated from 
Vanderbilt University in 1984 with degrees in mathematics 
and computer science. "Of course, that was a tough time in the 
South where people were struggling with integration." 

Being white, Jabaley was in the minority as he attended 
Power Elementary, Bailey Junior High and Murrah. 

He estimates his senior class was "85 to 90 percent" 
African American. 

"But percentages are not something I dwell on," he says. 
"We had great teachers at Murrah. And anytime you have 

dedicated staff and faculty, it doesn't matter what the 
percentages are or what the makeup of the student body is." 

While in Jackson in March to do some Navy outreach 
work, Jabaley spoke to Murrah's juniors and seniors. 

"I talked to them about the importance of math and 
science so that we can continue to make technological 
advances throughout the Navy and our military. It's something 
we really have to stress to our students," Jabaley says. "It's a 
real tribute to the principal and teachers at Murrah that they 
have the students completely involved in this message. 

"They asked great questions at the end of my talk. That 
staff is doing a phenomenal job." 

The ceremony Saturday drew approximately 7,500. 
"That's way above normal," says Lauren Pitre, who 

helped organize Saturday's event. "We will usually have about 
4,000 for a commissioning. To nearly double that says a lot 
about Mississippi and the patriotism that is felt here." 

Master Chief William Stoiber says the USS Mississippi 
"is extremely needed" on active duty because the number of 
submarines in use has been decreased. 

And the USS Mississippi - 377 feet long and 34 feet in 
diameter - leads the way technologically. It can travel up to 30 
miles per hour and cruise at depths below 800 feet. 

"After the fall of the Berlin wall (in 1989) our subs shifted 
from all-out war against the Soviet Union and are now much 
more focused on operating off the coast of other countries, 
performing surveillance and gathering intelligence," Jabaley 
says. 

The USS Mississippi features high definition cameras, an 
unequalled sonar system to help avoid mine fields and a 
reconfigurable torpedo room that can be used to deploy 
SEALs, the Navy's special forces unit. 

"This submarine can get close to the shore and get the 
SEALs in there without anybody else knowing," he says. 
"That's a tremendous advantage, and one our country needs." 

Mississippi Is Well Represented Aboard The USS 
Mississippi 

(BILOXI (MS) SUN HERALD 01 JUN 12) Don Hammack 
ONBOARD THE USS MISSISSIPPI -- A little more than 

a year ago, the odds were Petty Officer 1st Class Joshua 
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Bordelon would be thousands of miles away today, and 
possibly hundreds of feet underwater. 

The sonar technician had orders to report to another 
submarine. A phone call a week before that was supposed to 
happen, though, changed his orders. 

It put him on a course to help build a new submarine, one 
named for his home state, and one being commissioned in his 
hometown. 

"It's like drawing a royal flush," said Bordelon, 
Pascagoula High School class of 1997. 

He will be part of the commissioning crew of the U.S. 
Navy's newest submarine, the USS Mississippi, when it 
officially joins the fleet during ceremonies in Pascagoula. 

Bordelon is one of three Mississippians on the crew. Petty 
Officer 1st Class Chadwick Spradling is from Byhalia and 
Seaman Devin Williams is from Liberty. 

Enticed By 'Red October' 
Like many young men since 1984, one of the reasons 

Bordelon joined the submarine force and became a sonar 
technician was Tom Clancy's book, "The Hunt for Red 
October," a Cold War thriller set on American and Soviet 
submarines. 

He's a third-generation Navy man whose grandfather, 
Rudy Bordelon, served in Korea. Jeff Bordelon, his father, 
commissioned the USS Ohio and USS Tennessee, ballistic 
missile submarines that joined the fleet in the 1980s. 

Dad was a machinist's mate, but Joshua didn't want to 
follow directly in his footsteps. 

He had gone to diesel school in Nashville, Tenn., and 
worked on large equipment at Halter Marine for a stretch 
starting in 1998, but decided he didn't want to live the 
shipyard life. 

The Mississippi is the fourth sub he's served on, following 
stints on Los Angeles-class boats. He's an experienced sonar 
tech, and stands the senior sonar supervisor watch. 

Bordelon, who joined the crew May 12, 2011, watches 
data displays for contacts, using his ears and computers to 
classify them as ships or biologics. The latter outnumber the 
former, including shrimp -- "They sound like a band of maraca 
players," he said -- and dolphins, which "enjoy hanging out in 
front of the submarine. I don't know why. There's a kinship or 
something." 

This is the first time he's been part of a commissioning 
crew, and like many others, he's relishing the chance to point 
the sub in the right direction. 

"Everything we doing here, we're the first to do it," said 
Bordelon, who was part of the first watch section to dive the 
boat. "All the programs the ship got in place, we created those 
programs. 

"We take other systems from other boats and make them 
our own. We're setting up the groundwork, the baseline for all 
the other crews to follow us." 

In The Radio Shack 
Chadwick Spradling didn't think he'd have a chance to 

join the Mississippi crew. He knew a couple of guys who were 
already assigned to the boat and thought the division was fully 
staffed. 

But like Bordelon, the person who cuts orders told him 
there was a spot available and he jumped at it, joining the crew 
in October. 

Spradling is an electronics technician who works in the 
communications division. There are outgoing and incoming 
Navy messages requiring specific formats and classifications. 

The 21st-century Navy also has email, which is sent out 
and received when the boat is able to, during trips to periscope 
depth. Messages are lined up in a queue, and available time 
and bandwidth determine how often they are received. Sailors 
log on to the network and use Microsoft Outlook. 

Spradling had just received an email from his daughter 
explaining she was moving on to kindergarten next year. She's 
5 years old, and he has a 2-year-old son. 

Spradling, who sports a tattoo on his right forearm that 
reads "Joker," his nickname, has been in the Navy for about 10 
years. He brought along "Don Quixote" and was rereading 
"The Chronicles of Narnia" during transit to Pascagoula. 

There's been a lot of hard work getting the Mississippi 
built, tested and ready for today's commissioning. 

"Just like any other command, you have ups and downs 
and challenges," Spradling said. "You worked through and 
train. One of the things we've been able to do is set a 
standard." 

In The Gator Pit 
Growing up, Devin Williams didn't get a lot of chances to 

cook. He said his mom was the family's chef, but cooking was 
something he was interested in. 

He'd wanted to go to a culinary school in Baton Rouge, 
but it was a bit too far from his Amite County home. Instead, 
he joined the Navy and, after two months at a school for 
culinary specialists, fortuitously wound up on the Mississippi. 

"I'm real proud because it's my home state," he said. 
He's been a quick learner, setting a record for fastest 

qualification onboard. Williams fittingly had his dolphins 
insignia pinned on the first day the sub pulled into Mississippi 
waters. 

The first day he reported, he made chocolate chip cookies, 
and his chief told him he was going to be the night baker. 
Williams works the overnight shift, taking care of the 
midnight meal and cooking the crew's bread and desserts for 
the following day. 

Before they got to the boat, however, they had to keep 
their skills sharp on land. Before they had a submarine to 
serve on, the crew worked out of Building 80 at Electric Boat 
in Groton, Conn. Williams and the rest of the cooks had to 
feed the whole crew on a four-burner stove. 

The goal in port or at sea in the Gator Pit, the USS 
Mississippi's mess decks, is the same, however. 

"What makes me happy is seeing them happy," Williams 
said. 

'Pretty Cool' Life 
The three Mississippi submariners know what they do is 

unique. 
Their friends from back home aren't going out to sea for 

weeks at a time without seeing the sun. They aren't working 
long hours doing oftentimes repetitive work. Their families 
aren't available to them only as emails the ship may or may 
not have a chance to download from a satellite. 

But Joshua Bordelon and Chadwick Spradling, the 
experienced Sailors, and Devin Williams, one of the greenest, 
are key cogs on the Navy's newest submarine. 

"It's fascinating. It's fun," Bordelon said. "It becomes 
normal to me, and anyone else that does it. But when I sit back 
and look at what I do, I think, man, that's pretty cool." 
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36. Iowa Sailor Talks About His Injuries Suffered In Afghanistan 
(WATERLOO-CEDAR FALLS (IA) COURIER 03 JUN 12) ... Pat Kinney 

CEDAR FALLS, Iowa — Taylor Morris remembers and 
feels everything. 

He remembers the explosion that blew him off the ground 
and took portions of all his limbs. 

He still feels his hands — every knuckle, every fingernail 
— as though they’re knotted up inside him and being crushed, 
and the stinging where his legs were, as though they’ve fallen 
asleep. 

But he feels other things, too, the recuperating Cedar Falls 
Sailor said in an interview from his hospital room at Walter 
Reed Army Medical Center in Washington, D.C. 

He feels the love and support of a family and his 
girlfriend, Danielle Kelly, who never have left his side. Of his 
comrades in arms, including fellow amputees, at Walter Reed 
who give him hope for recovery. Of his brothers and sisters 
who are working to raise funds for whatever expenses may be 
ahead for his eventual homecoming. Of folks in Iowa he 
barely knew or never knew — from a classmate organizing a 
fundraiser at Tony’s La Pizzeria, to the woman in New 
Hampton who simply wanted to know where to send a check. 

He wants people back home to know he appreciates the 
support, and that he’s determined to fight back to recover on 
his own terms. 

“Tell folks back home I chose this path, and I knew it was 
dangerous going into it,” Morris said from his hospital room at 
Walter Reed via Skype and telephone. “And it’s unfortunate it 
happened. But I don’t want them to pity me or to feel bad. I’m 
doing fine, and I’ll do whatever it takes to get back to 100 
percent.” 

Morris, 23, a 2007 graduate of Cedar Falls High School 
and a U.S. Navy explosive ordnance disposal expert, suffered 
debilitating injuries from a bomb blast while on patrol with 
U.S. Army Special Forces troops in Kandahar province, 
Afghanistan. He lost portions of both legs, his left arm at the 
elbow and his right hand. 

“So far, everything’s been ahead of schedule” in his 
recovery, Morris said. “It’s pretty miraculous.” 

He had the stitches removed from his arms last week. The 
stitches in his legs were next. That’s an important step toward 
one of his goals — being fitted with prosthetic limbs. 

He’s looking forward to working with prosthetics, “and 
getting up on the legs and just being able to walk without a 
limp,” he said. “And just being as capable as I was before — 
with the prosthetics.” 

Morris, a former wrestling standout at high school, was in 
excellent condition at the time of the blast. He went through 
extensive physical training for his ordnance disposal job, 
ranging from parachute jumping to underwater diving. 

And while he lost portions of all his limbs, his torso, his 
physical drivetrain, was untouched. “There was no 
fragmentation in the (explosive) device,” he said. 

“My face was pretty much untouched. And that’s a 
moneymaker,” he said, joking. 

The Explosion 
Morris said he was conscious and alert throughout the 

May 3 ordeal, despite excruciating pain. 

He was clearing a path for Special Forces comrades to 
take up defensive positions in a building prior to an attack 
from insurgents. He stepped on an improvised explosive 
device, undetected by his equipment. 

“It threw me 10 feet in the air. I think I probably did about 
six back flips. Fortunately, I landed on my back,” he said. 

He had been careful to distance himself from nearby 
soldiers, and his body screened them from injury when the 
IED detonated. 

There was about 10 seconds of dead silence. It took about 
20 minutes for comrades to get to him. For a time they 
couldn’t see him. 

“The dust cloud, the ‘moon dust’ in that area, is really 
hard to see through. The dirt and dust really caked up on my 
sunglasses,” he said. 

As comrades called out to him, he indicated he needed 
help. Another explosive ordnance disposal expert began 
carefully making his way toward Morris. When the area was 
cleared, a medic got to him. 

Morphine and other drugs would not put him to sleep or 
deaden the pain — probably, he suspects, due to an adrenaline 
boost. 

“They asked me how much it hurts on a scale of 1 to 10. I 
said, ‘Definitely a 10. It freaking hurts,’” he said. 

Medical crews and comrades were under fire as they 
came to his aid. The got him on a stretcher and he was 
evacuated by helicopter to a hospital in Kandahar and then to 
Germany. Somewhere between those final two stops, he 
finally lost consciousness after a doctor administered a strong 
sedative. 

Morris may have hit a low point during his first couple of 
days at Walter Reed. 

“The first day or two after I got there, I thought, ‘This 
really sucks now. I really felt bad about it,’ ” he said. 

Then a wounded comrade talked to him. 
“He said ‘Yeah, it really sucks. But every day, it’s going 

to get better and better. I promise you’ll feel better with every 
tube they pull out of your body and every time they take you 
off one of those meds. If you get up on that floor where all 
those other guys are,” rehabilitating and taking therapy, “‘ I’m 
telling you, you’re going to feel better and better.’ 

“And now, I’m feeling pretty good,” he said — about a 3 
on 1-to-10 pain scale. 

Lots Of Support 
Family and friends have helped his recovery along. 
“The support from the family has been as much as I could 

hope for,” Morris said. “My mom (Juli) has been here full 
time. My girlfriend (Danielle) has been here full time. She’s 
been my ‘non-medical aide.’ She’s really helped a lot.” 

Sisters Molly and Claire have been organizing fundraisers 
at home. Brother Riley is in the Iowa National Guard, and his 
father, Dan, has been there as often as work permits. The 
family gathered with him on Memorial Day weekend. 

He’s had visits from other wounded warriors; top military 
personnel, including the commandant of the U.S. Marine 
Corps; Rep. Bruce Braley and actor Joe Mantegna, an 
advocate for returning veterans. 
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“He told me to come out to Hollywood when I got better 
and he could put me on his ‘Criminal Minds’ ” show,” Morris 
said, smiling. 

And then there’s the support from friends, neighbors and 
total strangers. 

“Getting that support is awesome,” Morris said. “I can’t 
thank them enough.” 
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37. Original Navy SEAL Teams Honored In Pigeon Forge 
(WBIR NBC KNOXVILLE (TN) 02 JUN 12) ... Mary Scott 

The Navy SEALs, the elite special operations unit of the 
Navy, is synonymous today with heroism and bravery. 

But because of their classified missions, they don't always 
get the public honors they deserve. 

Saturday, nine members of the original SEALs team spent 
the day getting just such an honor. 

The Stihl Timbersports series recognized the teams on 
their fiftieth anniversary. 

"When we learned this was the 50th anniversary, the folks 
at Stihl wanted to do something special," said Roger Phelps of 
Stihl Timbersports. "It's like the original extreme sport 
recognizing the original extreme warriors." 

The nine men spent their lives keeping their prestigious 
title of Navy SEAL a secret. 

"In fact when we got back you couldn't even say the word 
SEAL," said Rudy Boesch, a retired SEAL. 

But Saturday they got to wear that title proudly. 
At the National Championship Timbersports Series, the 

packed house rose to their feet for members of original Navy 
SEALs teams one and two. 

In 1962, Rudy Boesch and Billy Brumuller were asked to 
report to duty for the new unconventional warfare team called 
the SEALs. They had no idea what they were getting into. 

"We said what's the SEALs?" said Boesch. 
The SEALs said they took years of training and worked 

on more classified missions than they can count. 
"Personally in my 25 years as a Navy SEAL I went to 36 

schools," said Brumuller. "We were involved in the Cuban 
crisis after that we were involved in Lebanon, the whole 
course of Vietnam." 

They say they couldn't be more thankful for the 
experience. 

"You don't get any prouder. Even today it makes you feel 
good that as an original SEAL we developed tactics and 
procedures that are still carried out by young SEALs today," 
said Brumuller. 

The original SEALs helped lay the groundwork for SEAL 
team 6, the unit that killed Osama Bin Laden last year along 
with teams around the world that we'll likely never know 
about. 

View Clip (RT: 2:19) 
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38. Delta Force: Army's 'Quiet Professionals' 
Operate in shadows - not in spotlight 
(WASHINGTON TIMES 04 JUN 12) ... Rowan Scarborough 

As Navy SEALs bask in the limelight for daring missions, 
some in the Army are wondering whether the other half of the 
nation's counter- terrorism covert warriors - Delta Force - is 
being upstaged and left in the shadows. 

Adm. William H. McRaven, a SEAL who commanded 
the Joint Special Operations Command when SEAL Team 6 
killed Osama bin Laden in Pakistan last year, favors his guys 
over Delta, some say. 

"All I've heard and observed is that he is obviously pro-
SEAL and that explains why Delta has been sidelined," said a 
retired Army Green Beret who still conducts special 
operations as a government contractor. 

A spokesman for U.S. Special Operations Command, 
where Adm. McRaven is now the top officer and the second 
SEAL in a row to lead the force, declined to comment. "There 
are some units we do not discuss," he said. 

SEAL Team 6 has won heaps of public praise since 
dispatching the world's most wanted terrorist in May 2011. 
Months later, real SEALs starred in an action movie, "Act of 
Valor." Later this year, Hollywood will release another SEAL-
related film on the hunt for bin Laden. 

A SEAL team added to the hype in January by rescuing 
American hostage Jessica Buchanan from a band of pirates in 
Somalia. 

By comparison, when Delta Force and conventional 
ground troops hunted down Iraqi dictator Saddam Hussein in 
2003, found him a spider hole and flew him to Baghdad in a 

special ops "little bird," the covert unit received far less media 
focus and garnered no starring role in a movie. 

In fact, the most famous movie involving Delta Force is 
2001's "Black Hawk Down," which depicted a failed 1993 
mission that led to a U.S. retreat from Somalia. 

Delta also played the principal role in the painstaking 
hunt for Iraq's most violent terrorist leader, Abu Musab 
Zarqawi. The Bush administration put out few details about 
how Zarqawi was found in a hideout north of Baghdad, and 
Delta remained in the shadows. 

'Shadow Forces' 
But the Obama administration provided on background 

rich detail about the killing of bin Laden and has aided 
Hollywood in its movie production. 

So much information flowed from the administration that 
two weeks after the raid, Adm. Mike Mullen, then the 
chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, urged leakers to shut up. 

"We are close to jeopardizing this precious capability that 
we have, and we can't afford to do that," Adm. Mullen said. 
"This fight isn't over. ... It's time to stop talking." 

Retired Army Col. Ken Allard, a career intelligence 
officer, described Delta Force members as "quiet 
professionals. Silence is security." 

He said Delta was created in 1979 to often fight alongside 
conventional forces, as it did in the Saddam hunt. 
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SEALs generally go on missions alone. Delta's approach, 
he said, "simply means they can get more done the quieter 
they do things." 

"Ever since Delta Force was created, they have been the 
quintessential shadow forces," Col. Allard said. "That's not 
going to change, even with the recent publicity about the 
SEALs. 

"The SEALs are short-term killers. Delta has a lot of other 
missions. It shows how well-integrated the Delta Force guys 
are with the conventional forces. SEALs are compartmented. 
Delta is not." 

Another former intelligence officer who has worked with 
Delta in Iraq said one reason the SEALs were given the bin 
Laden mission was that it fell on their turf. 

In Iraq, SEAL Team 6 and other SEAL units primarily 
carried out missions against insurgent targets in Anbar 
province, while Delta focused on Baghdad and the north, 
where Saddam was captured. 

In Afghanistan, the command designated the northeastern 
provinces on the border with Pakistan as SEAL territory. It 
was from that region that special operations helicopters 
infiltrated Pakistani airspace to descend on bin Laden's lair in 
the garrison town of Abbottabad. 

"Since Iraq has been quiet for some time, and Afghanistan 
more active, I think the SEALs have just gotten a few more 
high-profile missions," the retired intelligence officer said. "I 
guarantee Delta is in a bunch of areas that we are not even 
hearing about. 

"I would suggest that some of the perceived disparity 
between Delta and the SEALs is due to cultural differences. 
SEALs like to be seen. They have a great PR machine. Delta, 
on the other hand, are very quiet and reserved by comparison. 
They embrace a culture of secrecy more so than the Navy." 

Politics In The Picture 
"I can't speculate on which service is 'in favor,' " said 

retired Rear Adm. George R. Worthington, at one time the top 
SEAL. "I suspect Adm. McRaven is sensitive to such 
comparison but would discount any blatant favoritism. The 
mission and availability of forces will determine the choice." 

Retired Army Lt. Col. Steve Russell, a battalion 
commander who teamed with Delta operatives to hunt down 

Saddam, said the SEALs are victims of the Obama 
administration's decision to release mission details in 
conjunction with making the bin Laden raid a campaign issue. 

"The current administration gave out a lot of detail the 
Department of the Navy had to answer to because it was out in 
the public," said Col. Russell, who last year spoke to a 
Republican leadership conference in New Orleans. "I can't 
imagine they would have wanted to put a lot of things out 
there that caused them problems later." 

Mr. Russell wrote a book about Saddam's capture, "We 
Got Him." He said he was careful not to give away Delta's 
manhunting tactics. 

"To contrast the hunt and capture of Saddam with the bin 
Laden killing, President [George W.] Bush was very quick to 
congratulate the troops and move on," he said. "I think what 
we see with the current administration is, it is being used for 
political leverage." 

In August, Rep. Peter T. King, New York Republican and 
chairman of the House Homeland Security Committee, 
charged that the White House was releasing classified 
information about the bin Laden raid to reporters and to 
moviemakers. 

"Ridiculous," White House spokesman Jay Carney told 
reporters. 

"When people, including you in this room, are working on 
articles, books, documentaries or movies that involve the 
president, ask to speak to administration officials, we do our 
best to accommodate them to make sure the facts are correct," 
Mr. Carney said. "That is hardly a novel approach to the 
media. We do not discuss classified information." 

One development is clear. SEAL Team 6 and Delta Force 
have enjoyed a special place under Presidents Bush and 
Obama. Both units have increased in size - to several hundred 
Team 6 members and more than 1,000 Delta Force troops. 

Overall, the special operations budget has surged from $6 
billion five years ago to more than $10 billion today, 
according to the Congressional Research Service. Special 
Operations Command will surpass 60,000 troops next year, as 
conventional ground troops will shrink by 90,000 in the next 
five years. 
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39. Officer Relieved Of Duty At Naval Beach Group Two 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 02 JUN 12) ... Corinne Reilly 

VIRGINIA BEACH -- The second-in-command at a 
Virginia Beach-based unit has been relieved of duty for sexual 
harassment and other misconduct, the Navy said Friday. 

Cmdr. Christopher Polk, the chief staff officer at Naval 
Beach Group 2, was relieved by Rear Adm. David Thomas Jr., 
the commander of Naval Surface Force Atlantic, according to 
a news release. 

During a nonjudicial punishment proceeding, Polk was 
found to have committed sexual harassment and conduct 
unbecoming an officer, the release said. The proceeding came 
in response to an investigation into allegations made to Naval 
Surface Force Atlantic's inspector general in April, according 
to a command spokesman, Lt. Cmdr. Bill Urban. 

No information about the alleged victims was disclosed. 
The Navy said only that there was more than one, they were 

women, and they were members of Polk's command. No 
details about the nature of the harassment were released. 

Polk has been temporarily reassigned to a staff job at 
Expeditionary Strike Group 2. His replacement has not been 
named, the Navy said. 

A Mississippi native, Polk was commissioned in 1990, 
according to his official service biography. He'd been the chief 
staff officer at Naval Beach Group 2 since fall of 2010, Urban 
said. 

Naval Beach Group 2 is a master command based at Joint 
Expeditionary Base Little Creek that oversees several units 
and prepares them for deployment. The units carry out a range 
of missions, including beach landings and evacuations. 
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FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
40. U.S. Navy Hopes Stealth Ship Answers A Rising China 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 04 JUN 12) ... Eric Talmadge 

SINGAPORE — A super-stealthy warship that could 
underpin the U.S. navy's China strategy will be able to sneak 
up on coastlines virtually undetected and pound targets with 
electromagnetic "railguns" right out of a sci-fi movie. 

But at more than $3 billion a pop, critics say the new 
DDG-1000 destroyer sucks away funds that could be better 
used to bolster a thinly stretched conventional fleet. One 
outspoken admiral in China has scoffed that all it would take 
to sink the high-tech American ship is an armada of explosive-
laden fishing boats. 

With the first of the new ships set to be delivered in 2014, 
the stealth destroyer is being heavily promoted by the 
Pentagon as the most advanced destroyer in history — a silver 
bullet of stealth. It has been called a perfect fit for what 
Washington now considers the most strategically important 
region in the world — Asia and the Pacific. 

Though it could come in handy elsewhere, like in the Gulf 
region, its ability to carry out missions both on the high seas 
and in shallows closer to shore is especially important in Asia 
because of the region's many island nations and China's long 
Pacific coast. 

"With its stealth, incredibly capable sonar system, strike 
capability and lower manning requirements — this is our 
future," Adm. Jonathan Greenert, chief of naval operations, 
said in April after visiting the shipyard in Maine where they 
are being built. 

On a visit to a major regional security conference in 
Singapore that ended Sunday, U.S. Defense Secretary Leon 
Panetta said the Navy will be deploying 60 percent of its fleet 
worldwide to the Pacific by 2020, and though he didn't cite the 
stealth destroyers he said new high-tech ships will be a big 
part of its shift. 

The DDG-1000 and other stealth destroyers of the 
Zumwalt class feature a wave-piercing hull that leaves almost 
no wake, electric drive propulsion and advanced sonar and 
missiles. They are longer and heavier than existing destroyers 
— but will have half the crew because of automated systems 
and appear to be little more than a small fishing boat on 
enemy radar. 

Down the road, the ship is to be equipped with an 
electromagnetic railgun, which uses a magnetic field and 
electric current to fire a projectile at several times the speed of 
sound. 

But cost overruns and technical delays have left many 
defense experts wondering if the whole endeavor was too 
focused on futuristic technologies for its own good. 

They point to the problem-ridden F-22 stealth jet fighter, 
which was hailed as the most advanced fighter ever built but 
was cut short because of prohibitive costs. Its successor, the F-
35 Joint Strike Fighter, has swelled up into the most expensive 
procurement program in Defense Department history. 

"Whether the Navy can afford to buy many DDG-1000s 
must be balanced against the need for over 300 surface ships 
to fulfill the various missions that confront it," said Dean 
Cheng, a China expert with the Heritage Foundation, a 
conservative research institute in Washington. "Buying 
hyperexpensive ships hurts that ability, but buying ships that 
can't do the job, or worse can't survive in the face of the 
enemy, is even more irresponsible." 

The Navy says it's money well spent. The rise of China 
has been cited as the best reason for keeping the revolutionary 
ship afloat, although the specifics of where it will be deployed 
have yet to be announced. Navy officials also say the 
technologies developed for the ship will inevitably be used in 
other vessels in the decades ahead. 

But the destroyers' $3.1 billion price tag, which is about 
twice the cost of the current destroyers and balloons to $7 
billion each when research and development is added in, 
nearly sank it in Congress. Though the Navy originally wanted 
32 of them, that was cut to 24, then seven. 

Now, just three are in the works. 
"Costs spiraled — surprise, surprise — and the program 

basically fell in on itself," said Richard Bitzinger, a security 
expert at Singapore's Nanyang Technological University. "The 
DDG-1000 was a nice idea for a new modernistic surface 
combatant, but it contained too many unproven, disruptive 
technologies." 

The U.S. Defense Department is concerned that China is 
modernizing its navy with a near-term goal of stopping or 
delaying U.S. intervention in conflicts over disputed territory 
in the South China Sea or involving Taiwan, which China 
considers a renegade province. 

China is now working on building up a credible aircraft 
carrier capability and developing missiles and submarines that 
could deny American ships access to crucial sea lanes. 

The U.S. has a big advantage on the high seas, but 
improvements in China's navy could make it harder for U.S. 
ships to fight in shallower waters, called littorals. The stealth 
destroyers are designed to do both. In the meantime, the Navy 
will begin deploying smaller Littoral Combat Ships to 
Singapore later this year. 

Officially, China has been quiet on the possible addition 
of the destroyers to Asian waters. 

But Rear Adm. Zhang Zhaozhong, an outspoken 
commentator affiliated with China's National Defense 
University, scoffed at the hype surrounding the ship, saying 
that despite its high-tech design it could be overwhelmed by a 
swarm of fishing boats laden with explosives. If enough boats 
were mobilized some could get through to blow a hole in its 
hull, he said. 

"It would be a goner," he said recently on state 
broadcaster CCTV's military channel. 

Return to Index 
 



 

42 
 

41. Sub Fire Could Have Ripple Effects For Navy Fleet 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 03 JUN 12) ... Michael Melia 

HARTFORD, Conn. — The Navy is evaluating whether 
it's worth spending millions of dollars to repair the USS 
Miami, the nuclear-powered submarine damaged in a fire in a 
Maine shipyard. 

If the submarine is scrapped, the fleet could feel the 
effects for years. The number of attack submarines like the 
Miami is projected to drop as they are deactivated faster than 
they are replaced, and Navy leaders already have been trying 
to find new ways to keep up with demands from combatant 
commanders. 

"It's strained now," said Rep. Joe Courtney, a Democrat 
whose eastern Connecticut district includes the Miami's home 
port of Groton. "With one less boat, it's just going to aggravate 
that strain." 

The Miami was in dry dock at Portsmouth Naval 
Shipyard in Kittery, Maine, for an overhaul when the fire 
broke out May 23, damaging the torpedo room and command 
area inside the sub's forward compartment. The cause is under 
investigation. Navy officials say it will be about two weeks 
before an announcement on whether the submarine will sail 
again. 

The Navy has been counting on the Los Angeles-class 
submarine to provide another nine or so years of service. Built 
for $900 million and commissioned in 1990, it is among the 
older boats in a fleet of about 54 U.S. attack submarines, 
which are used to launch missiles, gather intelligence and 
support other Navy vessels. 

As the number of attack subs has declined since the end 
of the Cold War, the Navy has been exploring several options 
to wring more service from each submarine. Deployments that 
typically last six months have been stretched in some cases to 
seven, and the force has been looking into repositioning 
submarines around the globe to reduce transit times and 
pressing builders to reduce maintenance periods. 

Ronald O'Rourke, a naval affairs specialist with the 
Congressional Research Service, said the loss of the Miami 
would put slightly more pressure on the remaining submarines 
to meet mission demands. 

"The Navy might respond to this in part by increasing the 
number of instances in which attack submarines are deployed 
for seven months rather than six months," O'Rourke said. 

Officials say the decision on whether to salvage the 
Miami may be a difficult one. The fire did not damage any 
nuclear components, but the intensity of the blaze, which 
burned for 10 hours, has raised concerns about potential 
damage to the hull. 

"I know this submarine can be repaired. The only issue is 
cost at a time of very tight fiscal constraints," said Sen. 
Richard Blumenthal, a Connecticut Democrat who said 
preliminary estimates suggest repairing the sub could cost as 
much as $1 billion. "The question for the Navy will be 
whether repairs are cost-effective, worth the wait and the 
capabilities that the submarine brings to the fleet." 

The fleet would not feel any impact in the near term 
because the Miami was three months into an overhaul that was 
scheduled to take 20 months, said Jan van Tol, a retired Navy 
captain and a senior fellow at the Center for Strategic and 
Budgetary Assessments in Washington. He said that any ripple 
effects beyond that would be minimal, but that an episode like 
this would have greater consequences for the force as it grows 
smaller. 

The U.S. fleet of attack submarines, which peaked at 98 
boats in the late 1980s, is expected to bottom out at 43 boats in 
the late 2020s. The Navy says its force-level goal is 48 attack 
submarines. 

Under a building plan that will eventually reverse the 
decline, Navy contractors are stepping up production of the 
new generation of attack submarines — the larger, more 
sophisticated Virginia-class boats, which cost $2.6 billion a 
piece. Shipyards in Groton, Conn., and Newport News, Va., 
are teaming up to build two of these submarines a year, 
although the Obama administration's budget funds one 
submarine, rather than two, in 2014. 

Courtney, a member of the Seapower and Projection 
Forces Subcommittee, said the fire on the Miami highlights 
the importance of building two submarines a year. 

"If anything, the impact of this incident reinforces very 
powerfully the need for making sure that we don't lose sight of 
the fleet impact of even the smallest diminution of attack 
subs," Courtney said. 
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42. Bartlett: Embattled Nuclear-Ship Mandate Tricky 
(DEFENSE DAILY 02 JUN 12) ... Emelie Rutherford 

A House lawmaker who recently fought off an attempt to 
kill a requirement that the Navy build nuclear-powered surface 
ships said he does not know if such vessels will ever emerge 
under current budget constraints. 

Rep. Roscoe Bartlett (R-Md.), a senior House Armed 
Services Committee (HASC) member, said in an interview he 
stands firmly behind the nuclear-powered mandate that he and 
former Democratic congressman Gene Taylor from 
Mississippi helped craft in 2008 and 2009. Taylor, who lost 
his reelection bid in 2010, even visited Capitol Hill to talk his 
former HASC colleagues out of killing the nuclear provision 
this spring. 

Still, Bartlett acknowledged the mandate for nuclear-
powered surface combatants, which the Navy has resisted, 
may not result in any such vessels because of their high cost. 

"The Navy tells me privately that they would love to have 
nuclear-powered ships but it just costs too much up front," 
Bartlett said. "They will tell you lifecycle wise it's probably 
cheaper to do nuclear." Such a calculation changes with the 
price of fuel, the Navy has said. 

Bartlett said he does not know how the Navy could pull 
off the construction of such vessels without "some semblance 
of capital budgets," or multi-year funding plans that the 
Pentagon does not use. 

Bartlett and Taylor, as former heads of the HASC's 
Seapower subcommittee, helped add language to the fiscal 
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year 2008 and 2009 defense authorization acts requiring 
combatant vessels of the strike forces of the Navy have 
nuclear-power systems. They were outspoken in their 
warnings about fossil-fuel-powered ships being vulnerable to 
attack, a situation they argued bolsters the argument in favor 
of nuclear combatants. 

"All they have to do to shut us down in take out a few 
oilers," Bartlett reiterated last week. 

The HASC's Seapower subcommittee initially called for 
killing the nuclear-ship requirement when it marked up its 
portion of the FY '13 defense authorization bill on April 26. 

That prompted Bartlett and Taylor to push back on the change. 
When the HASC marked up the legislation on May 9, current 
Seapower subcommittee Chairman Todd Akin (R-Mo.) 
offered a successful, compromise amendment that retains the 
nuclear mandate. The bill, which the full House passed May 
18, now says the Navy can opt out of the nuclear requirement 
if a cost-benefit analysis shows "it would not be practical for 
the Navy to design the class of ships with an integrated 
nuclear power system." 

"I think what we did to tweak it got back to a somewhat 
more rational position," Bartlett said. 
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43. Navy Expects To Complete AoA For LSD(X) Next Year, Admiral Says 
(DEFENSE DAILY 02 JUN 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

The Navy expects to complete an analysis of alternatives 
(AoA) for the envisioned LSD(X) next year with foreign 
designs among the range of options, Rear Adm. David Lewis, 
the service's program executive officer for ships, said Friday. 

Lewis said he anticipates the AoA will be complete in 
"about a year" as the Navy reviews the various options for the 
next class of amphibious dock landing ships. The Navy is 
examining a modified version of the LPD-17 San Antonio-
class transport dock ship, foreign designs including the French 
amphibious assault ship Mistral (L9013) and the possibility of 
an entirely new design. 

"We are looking at foreign designs," he told Defense 
Daily in an interview at is Navy Yard office in Washington. 
"There has been a lot of innovation in the amphibious world in 
foreign navies. Some of the navies have done some very 
innovative things in that area." 

Modifying the LPD-17 hull for LSD(X) could save 
money in the design phase of the program but would also 

carry the downside of using a 15-year-old design that does not 
incorporate the latest technologies into the production process 
gained from a fresh design, Lewis said. 

"It would carry some of that older design characteristics 
and that drives cost to some extent," he said. "A new design 
allows us to bring current technology and current design 
principles into a ship, but that carries a cost in terms of having 
to do the design and time to do the design. But it could 
significantly reduce the cost of the ship in production." 

LPD-17s, built by Huntington Ingalls Industries, cost 
about $1.8 billion-$1.9 billion per ship and have more aviation 
capabilities than would be needed on the LSD(X), he said. 

"A lot of that is driven by the capability of the ship," he 
said. "An LSD is nominally not required to be that capable." 

The LSD(X) is intended to replace the LSD-49 Harpers 
Ferry and eventually the LSD-41 Whidbey classes of landing 
dock ships, and is expected to enter procurement in the second 
half of this decade. 
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44. Boeing Developing Variety Of JDAM Sensors 
(DEFENSE DAILY 02 JUN 12) ... Pat Host 

Boeing is developing a variety of sensors to enhance its 
popular Joint Direct Attack Munition (JDAM), its program 
manager said. 

Boeing JDAM Program Manager Kerry Bush told 
Defense Daily in a phone interview recently the company is 
working on a laser sensor, a multi-mode sensor and a radar 
sensor to enhance the JDAM's attractiveness in an era of 
budget austerity. The laser sensor (Laser JDAM) provides a 
modular laser sensor kit installed in the field to the front of 
existing JDAM weapons and adds flexibility to prosecute 
"targets of opportunity" including relocatable, moving and 
maritime targets, a company spokeswoman said. 

Program Manager for Precision Strike Weapons, 
including Laser JDAM, Navy Capt. Carl Chebi told Defense 
Daily in an email the first full-rate production contract award 
for the Laser JDAM is expected for late-fourth quarter fiscal 
year 2012, or Sept. 30, pending the Navy's final approval to 
move forward. 

The multi-mode sensor takes the Semi Active Laser 
(SAL) used on Boeing's Laser JDAM variant and combines it 
with a low-cost Imaging Infrared (IIR) sensor to provide the 
warfighter with an adverse weather capability to attack both 
fixed and moving targets on land or at sea, a spokeswoman 
said. 

The multi-mode sensor is currently in the development 
phase and Boeing is preparing for flight with this capability by 
the end of 2013. 

The radar sensor is a low-cost, level-of-effort sensor that 
can prosecute moving, maritime targets of opportunity in all 
weather conditions and is also currently in the development 
phase, according to a spokeswoman. Boeing and its suppliers 
are preparing for flight testing, the spokeswoman said, but a 
timeframe was not specified. 

Boeing intentionally designed its JDAM kit so the product 
can mature with a variety of other technological upgrades, 
such as wing kits that can triple its range, improved immunity 
to Global Positioning Satellite (GPS) jamming and an all-
weather radar sensor, it said in a statement. 

The JDAM kit is attached to "dumb" munitions so they 
can be precisely guided to ground targets by satellite 
coordinates, effectively making them "smart." 

Naval Air Systems Command (NAVAIR) issued a $12.5 
million contract to Boeing in March for 1,116 of its Laser 
JDAM sensors, a company statement said. 

The JDAM kit is used with four types of warheads: The 
500-pound MK-82, the 1,000-pound MK-83, the 2,000-pound 
MK-84 and the blast penetrator warhead BLU-109. 
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45. Lockheed Hires Temps At Strike-Hit Fort Worth Plant 
(REUTERS 01 JUN 12) ... Andrea Shalal-Esa 

WASHINGTON - Lockheed Martin Corp, the Pentagon's 
biggest supplier, said on Friday it has hired about 145 
temporary production and janitorial employees at its Fort 
Worth, Texas, plant, where a big machinists union has been on 
strike for six weeks. 

Lockheed spokesman Joe Stout said the company had 
brought in 70 assembler, painters and flight line mechanics, as 
well as 75 janitorial workers so far, and expected to hire more 
on Monday, when the plant will return to a two-shift 
operation. 

The company may hire up to 400 temporary workers to 
keep production of its F-16 and F-35 fighter jets on track, 
according to two sources familiar with the issue. 

The International Association of Machinists and 
Aerospace Workers, or IAM, which represents 3,300 of 
14,250 workers at the sprawling plant, has been on strike since 
April 23, as well as 150 workers at Edwards Air Force Base in 
California, and 200 more at Naval Air Station Patuxent River 
in Maryland. 

It is the longest strike the plant has seen in recent decades, 
but a 1946 work stoppage lasted over 12 weeks. 

The strike is adding to pressure on the $397-billion F-35 
program, which has already been slowed to allow more time 
for development and to save money as the Pentagon 
implements $487 billion in broad spending reductions over the 
next decade. 

The union and management remain at odds over 
Lockheed's plan to stop offering new employees defined 
benefit pension plans. No formal talks have been scheduled. 

Paul Black, head of the local union in Fort Worth, and a 
31-year veteran of the company, said only about 140 union 
workers had crossed picket lines to return to work at the Texas 
plant, and morale remained strong. However, nearly all union 
members at the California air base had returned to work, he 
said. 

Lockheed Chief Executive Robert Stevens told an 
investor conference on Thursday that production was 
continuing, but Lockheed might have to readjust its plan to 
produce 29 F-35s this year, the company's first public 
acknowledgment that the strike could reduce its output. 

The union plans informational meetings with its members 
next week. On the local's website, it underscored its resolve to 
continue the work stoppage. 

"Our membership continues to give us a strong message: 
This strike is about the radical and concessionary demands 
Lockheed has made upon our membership and our member's 
resolve and commitment that has remained unchanged," it 
said. 

Stout said production and testing of the new radar-
evading F-35 fighter was continuing despite the strike. 

He said the program accomplished 80 F-35 test flights at 
the three sites in May, exceeding a planned number of 53 
flights for the month. The "contingency workforce" in Fort 
Worth, which includes the temporary workers and some 
salaried workers, had made a total of over 5,100 parts since 
the strike began. 

The F-35 Joint Strike Fighter, at a projected $397 billion 
for 2,443 aircraft over the coming two decades, is the 
Pentagon's largest weapons program. 
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46. Some Lawmakers Look For Way Out As Defense Cuts Near 
(NEW YORK TIMES 04 JUN 12) ... Jonathan Weisman 

SUMTER, S.C. — Senator Lindsey Graham rode last 
week like Paul Revere from South Carolina’s wooded upstate 
to its gracious Lowcountry to its sweltering midsection, 
offering a bureaucratic rallying cry for his military-heavy state 
— the defense cuts are coming. 

On Jan. 2, national security is set to receive a heavy blow 
if Congress fails to intervene. That is when a 10-year, $600 
billion, across-the-board spending cut is to hit the Pentagon, 
equal to roughly 8 percent of its current budget. 

Mr. Graham’s colleagues in the Senate have been 
strangely quiet about the impending cuts, set in motion last 
summer when the Budget Control Act ended an impasse over 
raising the nation’s borrowing limit with a deal designed to 
hurt both parties if they did not strike an agreement later on. A 
special select committee was assigned to come up with at least 
$1.2 trillion in deficit reduction over 10 years. If it failed, the 
cuts would come automatically, half to national security, half 
to domestic programs. 

It failed, and the reckoning is approaching. 
“Our ability to modernize will be basically gutted,” Mr. 

Graham told National Guard officers in Greenville. The 
Marine Corps will have to choose between its giant training 

camps in San Diego or Parris Island, he told community 
leaders in Beaufort, a stone’s throw from Parris Island. 

The C-17 fleet at Joint Base Charleston would be 
“devastated,” he warned city leaders at the Charleston 
Chamber of Commerce. The cuts to the soldiers and airmen at 
Shaw Air Force Base would leave behind a “hollow force,” he 
intoned in a windowless room at the Quality Inn in Sumter. 

In fact, no one knows what “sequestration,” the term for 
the automatic cuts, will look like, not lawmakers, not the 
military. But Republicans who helped create it as a bludgeon 
to force a bipartisan budget accord are now desperate to undo 
it. Indeed, some of the loudest advocates for blocking the cuts 
— like Representative Howard P. McKeon of California, 
chairman of the House Armed Services Committee, and 
Senator John McCain of Arizona, the ranking Republican on 
the Senate Armed Services Committee — voted to create 
them; 28 Senate Republicans and 174 House Republicans 
voted for the Budget Control Act, overwhelming the 
opposition. 

But the threat they created may be doing its job. Mr. 
Graham is openly talking about revenue increases to offset the 
costs. Even South Carolina’s ardently conservative House 
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members, Mick Mulvaney, Joe Wilson and Jeff Duncan, said 
last week that they were ready to talk. 

“I’m personally offended that they’re playing a high-
stakes game of chicken with our national defense,” fumed 
Weston Newton, chairman of the Beaufort County Council, 
after hearing Mr. Graham’s dire warnings. 

Eugene R. Baten, chairman of the Sumter County 
Council, told the senator of the one-cent sales tax increase that 
helped finance a land purchase to protect Shaw from 
encroaching development. “We have sacrificed as a 
community,” he said. “But we can’t do it alone. I’m not saying 
it’s the Democrats’ fault. I’m not saying it’s the Republicans’ 
fault. It’s both of y’all’s fault.” 

On its face, the automatic cuts do not sound that bad. If 
they are put into effect, military spending would decline to its 
2007 level, said Todd Harrison, a senior fellow for defense 
budget studies at the Center for Strategic and Budgetary 
Assessments. But really it is worse than that. The law exempts 
war costs and allows the administration to wall off personnel 
levels and military pay, about a third of the Pentagon budget. 
That means everything else — operations and maintenance, 
research and development, procurement, fuel, military 
construction — would face immediate cuts as deep as 13 
percent, Mr. Harrison said. 

And under the law, the Defense Department could not do 
the kind of planning that would rationalize the cuts. Mr. 
Graham warned the citizens of Beaufort that the Marines 
would have to shut either their Parris Island or San Diego 
training camps, and would face the same choice between their 
airfields at Beaufort or Cherry Point, N.C. In fact, under the 
law, all bases face the same cuts because Congress has 
prohibited base closings. 

The dire warnings are not coming from Mr. Graham 
alone. They are coming at least as loudly from Leon E. 
Panetta, the secretary of defense. The administration, with the 
assent of some Republicans like Mr. Graham, has already 
agreed that the Pentagon will contribute around $450 billion in 
deficit reduction over the next decade. Tack on $600 billion 
more and the impact will be debilitating, Pentagon officials 
say. 

But those warnings have not gotten Mr. Panetta very far. 
In May, the House did vote to shift the first year of automatic 
defense cuts to domestic spending, but the legislation did not 
get a single Democratic vote and will go nowhere in the 
Senate. Even some Republicans recoiled at foisting Pentagon 
cuts onto programs like food stamps and school lunch 
programs. 

“I voted my conscience, and I voted my district,” said 
Representative Michael G. Fitzpatrick, Republican of 
Pennsylvania, who voted against the shift to heavier domestic 
cuts. “Reductions like this need to be equitably shared across 
the agencies.” 

Senator Harry Reid of Nevada, the majority leader, has 
given no indication that he will undo the cuts without a 

broader deficit reduction deal that would include revenue 
increases — and no such negotiations are under way. 

Representative Chris Van Hollen of Maryland, the 
ranking Democrat on the House Budget Committee, said 
Republicans were given the choice during the debt ceiling 
negotiations between automatic defense cuts or automatic tax 
increases in the event that the so-called supercommittee failed 
to reach a deficit deal. They chose the defense cuts. 

“The consistent pattern here is they have chosen to defend 
special interest tax breaks over defense spending,” Mr. Van 
Hollen said. “They made that choice.” 

Mr. Graham’s intention is to separate defense from the 
larger deficit issue by aiming his arguments high and low. The 
high argument is about American greatness. 

“The debate on the debt is an opportunity to send the 
world a signal that we are going to remain the strongest 
military force in the world,” he said. “We’re saying, ‘We’re 
going to keep it, and we’re going to make it the No. 1 priority 
of a broke nation.’ ” 

To that end, his arguments grow increasingly complex, 
involving a near-term confrontation with Syria and what he is 
sure will be a military strike on Iran late this summer, “an air 
and sea campaign from hell,” he tells an audience in Sumter. 
A large screen at the Third Army command center in nearby 
Shaw Air Force Base seemed to back him up on that. It 
broadcast a multicolored map of Iran with its air defenses 
demarcated in loud, red circles. 

Then there is the low road: fear. 
“The soft underbelly that I’m trying to exploit is, ‘What 

does this mean to your state?’ ” he said. 
The audience for that appeal could be forgiven for 

greeting it with a yawn. So far, at least, Congress is acting as 
if the constraints it imposed on itself last August will simply 
be ignored. The House in May approved an annual defense 
policy bill that authorized Pentagon spending $8 billion higher 
than spending caps approved in the Budget Control Act — 
without the automatic spending caps. The Senate Armed 
Services Committee stuck largely to those caps but included 
nothing to prepare for sequestration beyond ordering up a 
study of its potential impacts. 

Military leaders in South Carolina came to the 
microphones of Mr. Graham’s events, speaking of “insidious” 
impacts and “devastating blows.” But pressed privately, Maj. 
Gen. Robert E. Livingston Jr., South Carolina’s elected 
National Guard adjutant general, conceded: “We don’t know 
what sequestration looks like. There hasn’t been a whole lot of 
planning.” 

For now, Democrats and Republicans are waiting for the 
other side to blink. And the pressure may be working. Mr. 
Graham said the sentiment for raising revenues by closing tax 
loopholes or imposing higher fees on items like federal oil 
leases is expanding in his party. 

Asked about the “no new taxes” pledge almost all 
Republicans have signed, he shrugged: “I’ve crossed the 
Rubicon on that.” 
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47. Defense Cuts Could Mean Political Trouble At Home 
(POLITICO 03 JUN 12) ... Seung Min Kim 

Congress has already been warned that the automatic 
spending cuts early next year — especially from the Pentagon 
— could help trigger another recession. 

But the $1.2 trillion ax to defense and domestic spending 
might trigger something else: an election loss. 

From the Navy shipyards of Norfolk to the aerospace 
industry hangars in Southern California — and in the 
corporate towers of defense contractors inside the Beltway — 
the so-called sequester is not only an urgent policy matter but 
could be a political liability for lawmakers from defense-
heavy districts. And Republicans who want to kill the 
sequester and spare the Pentagon are already targeting 
Democrats, who insist that new tax revenues must be part of 
any deal to roll back military cuts. 

“Any member of Congress that would defend the 
sequester and not come up with an alternative or [insist on 
revenues], I think that in a competitive district, that they 
would be open to attack to cutting defense too deeply,” said 
Rep. Mike Coffman (R-Colo.), who served in the first Gulf 
War and the Iraq War. 

One study showed that deep defense cuts would cost 1 
million jobs nationwide — hitting heavily in California, 
Virginia and Florida. 

In the tossup race between Democratic Rep. Mark Critz 
and Republican Keith Rothfus in Pennsylvania’s 12th 
Congressional District, Rothfus has hammered Critz for 
rejecting GOP proposals to shield the Pentagon cuts — even 
though the Democrats also have a major problem with the 
package of cuts, which hits domestic safety net programs. 

The looming sequester leaves Democrats stuck between 
honoring last year’s debt limit deal, which put the defense cuts 
trigger into law, and protecting jobs in their home district. The 
projected military cuts have made for easy targeting by 
Republican operatives, who are trying to paint some 
Democrats as being ready to kill stable defense-oriented jobs. 

The National Republican Congressional Committee has 
slammed Democratic lawmakers like Reps. Larry Kissell of 
North Carolina, Bill Owens of New York and John Barrow of 
Georgia for rejecting plans to save cuts from hitting Forts 
Bragg, Drum and Gordon. 

“These Democrats are already on record opposing 
common-sense reforms that would avoid these devastating 
cuts to local jobs and America’s military,” said Paul Lindsay, 
an NRCC spokesman. 

Rep. Bobby Scott (D-Va.) agrees with Republicans on at 
least this point: that these cuts would be cataclysmic. 

Scott, whose district includes the defense-rich Hampton 
Roads area, spoke of a recent standing-room-only meeting at 
which local officials and defense contractors lined up to detail 
the consequences to municipal coffers and local manufacturers 
that build aircraft carriers and submarines. 

“The defense sequester would be so devastating to the 
defense of our nation that it is hard to imagine thoughtful 
legislators actually allowing it to happen,” said Scott, who 
wants to erase the sequester by ending some Bush-era tax cuts. 
“We’ve heard from the Department of Defense and certainly 
anybody from Hampton Roads. It is just absolutely absurd to 
allow that to happen because of what it does to our national 
defense and to our local economy.” 

The jobs impact is clear. An October 2011 study from 
George Mason University showed that the planned cuts, 
combined with defense reductions already set to go into place, 
would cause more than 1 million job losses across the nation 
in just one year. California, where a number of congressional 
seats are in play, would lose the most jobs of any state, with 
125,800 in projected job losses, according to the analysis. 

Another vulnerable state is Virginia, a key swing state, 
where 122,800 jobs could disappear. Florida would be hit hard 
with nearly 40,000 in job losses, the study said. The majority 
of jobs lost would come not directly from defense but from 
businesses that are reliant on the robust military presence in 
these local communities — think mom and pop restaurants, 
beauty shops and convenience stores. 

Escalating the frustration among Republicans and the 
defense industry is that so far, the Defense Department has 
given no public details on how it would implement the 
spending cuts if they went into effect on Jan. 2, 2013. 

“That’s the problem. We don’t know,” said Cord Sterling, 
the vice president for legislative affairs of the Aerospace 
Industries Association. “People don’t know where it would be 
safe to make investments.” 

Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid (D-Nev.) has taken an 
increasingly tough stance on the sequester to try to force the 
Republicans to cave on taxes. In a recent interview with 
POLITICO, Reid warned that the automatic cuts would go 
into effect unless the GOP made some concessions on 
revenue. 

“I am not going to back off the sequestration,” Reid said 
in the interview. “That’s the law we passed. We did it because 
it wouldn’t make things easy for us. It made it so we would 
have to do something. And if we didn’t, these cuts would kick 
in.” 

Rank-and-file Democrats in defense-heavy areas are 
sounding the alarm and pushing Capitol Hill to move more 
quickly on acting on the sequester, trying to do away with the 
conventional wisdom that lawmakers will resolve it in the 
lame-duck session once the election dust settles. 

Democratic Rep. Joe Courtney, who represents a district 
in Connecticut, where the economy is reliant on defense 
contractors, said companies back home were already wrestling 
over potential layoffs. 

“Bottom line is, a deficit reduction plan that we can agree 
on, the sooner the better,” Courtney added. 

Rep. Gerry Connolly (D-Va.), who represents defense-
heavy Northern Virginia, said some Democrats could 
“potentially” be in a tough spot politically since party leaders 
weren’t budging on sequestration. In his district, the impact 
“certainly … would not be trivial.” 

But “Republicans have been so heavy-handed, so extreme 
in recklessly disinvesting on the domestic side of the ledger 
that it’s going to be awfully hard to paint Democrats who balk 
at that as somehow lily-livered or weak on national security or 
national defense,” Connolly added. 

“In talking to groups [in Connecticut], all I can tell you is 
that people who work closely with the defense industry, 
[what] they’ve explicitly said to me is that revenue has to be a 
part of a deficit-reduction plan,” Courtney said. 
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Democrats have also accused the GOP of blowing apart 
the August 2011 debt deal — backed by large swaths of the 
Republican Party in both the House and the Senate — that 
created the trigger mechanism. In the House, 174 Republicans 
supported it, while in the Senate, 28 Republicans voted for it. 

But partisan politics aside, the threat still looms. The peril 
of the impending job cuts is so severe that one defense hawk 
— Rep. Randy Forbes (R-Va.) — has embarked on a series of 
so-called listening sessions nationwide to talk about the 
impact of the potential cuts. The lawmaker has hit 
Chesapeake, Va., and Pensacola, Fla., and has more dates 

planned in Illinois, California, Montana, Arkansas and 
Missouri. 

Meanwhile, the defense industry is increasingly fretting 
over inaction on Capitol Hill. Sterling, of the Aerospace 
Industries Association, noted that the supercommittee was 
supposed to resolve the problem of the automatic cuts — but 
didn’t. 

“We’re very hopeful, I’m going to say optimistic, but … 
this is just something that given the failure of the 
supercommittee, you can’t really rely upon the statements” 
from Congress, he said. 
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BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
48. Battle Of Midway Commemoration Honors Role Of Navy Intelligence 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 02 JUN 12) ... Landess Kearns, U.S. Pacific Fleet Public Affairs 

PEARL HARBOR, Hawaii -- U.S. Pacific Fleet staff and 
guests gathered at the command's headquarters, June 1, and 
recognized the critical role of Navy operational intelligence in 
the Battle of Midway during a ceremony commemorating the 
battle's 70th anniversary. 

The battle, which took place June 4-7, 1942, was a 
turning point in the Pacific campaign of World War II. 
Underestimating the strength of the U.S. Pacific Fleet, the 
Imperial Japanese Navy intended to invade Midway Atoll and 
to lure the American forces into battle. Aviators from the 
carriers USS Enterprise (CV-6), USS Hornet (CV-8), and USS 
Yorktown (CV-5) attacked the Japanese forces in what 
became a decisive victory for the U.S Navy. 

"The goal here today is to recognize the marvelous work 
and the truly nation-saving work that these groups of 
cryptologists and Intel officers did for us," said Rear Adm. 
Patrick Driscoll, deputy commander, U.S. Pacific Fleet. 

The U.S. Navy counter-attack would not have been 
possible had Navy operational intelligence not broken the 

Japanese military's complex message code. The achievements 
of Navy Intel allowed U.S. leadership to predict the 
movements of the Imperial Japanese Navy and act 
accordingly. 

Present at the ceremony was retired Rear Adm. Donald 
"Mac" Showers, 92, the sole surviving member of Adm. 
Nimitz's Intel staff. The intelligence gained as a result of the 
dedication of this team was vital to the operations carried out 
at Midway. 

Showers recalled to the audience the challenging process 
of his team's intelligence work leading up to the battle. 

"It took time, and it took talent, and it took research, and 
it took a lot of effort on the part of a lot of people," he said. 

Following the ceremony, which also featured remarks by 
Vice Adm. Michael Rogers, commander of U.S. Fleet Cyber 
Command/U.S. 10th Fleet, Showers spent the afternoon in a 
more informal discussion with Hawaii-based Sailors. 
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49. Navy Lodge Pensacola Receives TripAdvisor Certificate Of Excellence 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 01 JUN 12) ... Kristine M. Sturkie, Navy Exchange Service Command Public Affairs 

VIRGINIA BEACH, Va. -- The Navy Exchange Service 
Command (NEXCOM)announced today that its Navy Lodge 
in Pensacola, Fla., has received TripAdvisor's 2012 Certificate 
of Excellence Award. 

The Certificate of Excellence award is given only to 
establishments that consistently achieve outstanding traveler 
reviews on TripAdvisor. Approximately 10 percent of 
accommodations listed on TripAdvisor receive this prestigious 
award. This is the first award received by the Navy Lodge 
Program for any of its 40 Navy Lodges located around the 
world. 

"Guest service is the key to our success," said Louis 
Verde, general manager, Navy Lodge Pensacola. "Navy Lodge 
Pensacola is currently ranked number 1 out of 18 properties on 
Trip Advisor. The staff takes pleasure in going above and 
beyond. It is always a great honor to be recognized for being 
the best, I am very proud to manage such a great staff." 

To qualify for the Certificate of Excellence, businesses 
must maintain an overall rating of four or higher, out of a 
possible five, as reviewed by travelers on TripAdvisor. 

Additional criteria include the volume of reviews received 
within the last 12 months. According to TripAdvisor, Navy 
Lodge Pensacola guests consistently commend the property 
with the highest praise, giving the Navy Lodge a 4.5 rating. 
Guests can rate the Navy Lodge on room, service, cleanliness, 
value and location. 

Navy Lodges save guests an average of 45 percent on the 
room rate compared to civilian hotels. Every Navy Lodge 
guest room offers cable TV with DVD player, internet access 
and direct-dial telephone service. Navy Lodges also offer 
guests housekeeping service, vending machines, DVD rental 
service and laundry facilities as well as handicapped 
accessible rooms. Free local calls, free in-room coffee and 
newspapers and convenient parking are also available. 

To make reservations for your PCS move at any Navy 
lodging facilities or to receive a Navy Lodge directory, call 1-
800-NAVY-INN, 24 hours a day, seven days a week or go 
online at www.navy-lodge.com. Reservations are accepted on 
an as-received basis without regard to rank. 
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50. Residents Near Oceana Staying Put After Jet Crash 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 04 JUN 12) ... Mike Hixenbaugh 

VIRGINIA BEACH -- Roaring fighter jets don't bother 
Walt Hines. The 57-year-old Oceana Gardens resident sat in 
his front yard Tuesday as a seemingly unending line of F/A-
18D Hornets screamed less than 200 feet overhead. One 
passed by every 90 seconds or so, with engines so loud they 
rattled windows and blocked out the shouts of children playing 
nearby. 

The deafening rumble was as good as a lullaby to a man 
who grew up a few blocks away under this long-established 
flight path. Hines leaned back in a plastic lawn chair and 
closed his eyes for an afternoon nap. 

"It's actually kind of soothing," he said later, pausing for 
several seconds between sentences as another jet thundered 
toward a touch-and-go landing at Oceana Naval Air Station. "I 
guess you get used to it. This is home." 

Jet noise is the soundtrack of life here, and has in some 
ways served to unite the community. 

Neighborhood etiquette holds that, when a jet passing 
overhead halts a conversation, it is the speaker who was 
interrupted who will resume the chat. It would be improper to 
attempt to change the subject. 

Neighbors call it the "Oceana beer break." 
"You find ways to cope and you embrace the noise," said 

Sam Reid, president of the Oceana Gardens Coalition Civic 
League and a city School Board member. "Eventually, you 
come to appreciate the jets." 

Hines and many of his neighbors in this aging 
neighborhood at the end of Runway 5R were concerned but 
relatively unshaken when a malfunctioning training jet 
sputtered out of control seconds after taking off two months 
ago and slammed into an apartment complex less than a mile 
away. 

Although nobody was killed, the fiery crash served as a 
blunt reminder of the potential dangers of life in a crash zone. 

"It was frightening, but the crash didn't really change 
anything," Reid said. "We always knew it could happen. And 
we know it could happen again. I wouldn't expect a rush of 
people lining up to sell their houses." 

The option is there, however. Since 2007, the city has 
spent more than $63 million to purchase and clear nearly 500 
homes and 60 businesses near Oceana as part of its ongoing 
effort to reduce density in accident-potential zones 
immediately surrounding the master jet base. The state funds 
half the program. 

Elizabeth Chupik, an associate city attorney who 
administers the voluntary program, thought there might be a 
surge of new applicants following the April 6 crash. It hasn't 
happened, she said. 

"It could be that people are still weighing the decision and 
we'll see a spike in applications later, but that remains to be 
seen," Chupik said. S 

till, there are willing sellers. There are 67 property owners 
in accident-potential zones with pending applications to sell 
83 properties, Chupik said. 

To meet the demands of the 2005 Defense Base Closure 
and Realignment Commission and keep the base in Virginia 
Beach, the City Council halted construction of most new 
homes around the base. And to compensate willing property 
owners, the city has been buying their land and its former 
development potential. 

In some cases after demolishing homes, the city has 
combined multiple lots and allowed developers to build a 
single home where two or three once stood - still reducing 
density while protecting property values of homeowners who 
choose to stay, Chupik said. 

Other cleared lots have been sold to adjacent property 
owners for $1 per square foot. 

Some residents, including Reid, have been allowed to sell 
the rights to develop additional dwelling units on their 
properties while maintaining their existing homes. 

Residents say the program has actually injected new life 
into Oceana Gardens, the largest and oldest of about a dozen 
neighborhoods located in Accident Potential Zone 1 - areas 
identified as most at risk of a crash, and where the city has 
made the most purchases. 

The neighborhood along Virginia Beach Boulevard dates 
back to the 1880s and includes an eclectic mix of stately turn-
of-the-century homes, small brick ranches and apartments. 

The changes were palpable last week: A contractor put 
the finishing touches on a two-story house constructed on a 
large lot that once held a pair of modest duplexes. A longtime 
resident pulled weeds in a vegetable garden she planted in a 
side lot where a neglected house once stood. And children 
played at a community playground that replaced an unwanted 
rental property. 

"I think it's made the neighborhood nicer," Derek 
Benabou said while returning a dog that had escaped from a 
neighbor's yard. "It's not the kind of neighborhood where 
everyone waves when you pass, but people seem to get along." 

Hines grew up here and recalls sitting out with his family 
in the evenings as a child watching the planes fly by. The 
former Marine is eligible to sell his 1965 house on Sykes 
Avenue to the city but hasn't bothered to ask how much he 
might receive. 

The April crash hasn't changed his mind, he said. 
"The way I see it, I'm more likely to die driving on the 

highway," Hines said. There was another long pause as three 
jets passed. "Besides, where am I gonna go?" 
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NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
51. U.S. Navy Prepares Mission To Solve Riddle Of Amelia Earhart's Death 
Seventy-five years after Amelia Earhart sealed her place in flying history as the first woman to attempt to 
circumnavigate the world, the U.S. Navy is preparing a mission to solve the riddle of her death in the Pacific. 
(LONDON TELEGRAPH (UK) 03 JUN 12) ... Julian Ryall 

TOKYO -- One of the most enduring mysteries of the 
annals of aviation, is what happened after Miss Earhart last 
radioed from her Lockheed Model 10E "Electra" that she was 
unable to locate an airstrip for landing. 

The accepted wisdom was that Earhart's aircraft had 
simply run out of fuel and crashed into the ocean on July 2, 
1937, as she searched for Howland Island. 

Howland was the final refuelling stop before flying on to 
Honolulu and completing the journey by touching down in 
Oakland, California. 

An expedition that will set sail from Hawaii on July 2, 
which marks the 75th anniversary of the last message by 
Phoenix International, the U.S. Navy's primary source of deep 
ocean search and recovery expertise, will map a former British 
possession that has been indentified as the most likely crash 
site. 

A team of enthusiasts from the International Group for 
Historic Aircraft Recovery (Tighar) has drawn up the plans for 
the expedition, which is backed by the U.S. State Department. 

It will use high technology, including multi-beam sonar, 
to inspect a steep and craggy underwater mountainside on the 
western reef slope of island of Nikumaroro, a former British 
colony that is today part of the republic of Kiribati. 

"Our objective on this expedition is to conduct a thorough 
search of the area we judge to be most likely to contain 
wreckage from the Earhart Electra," said Tighar. 

While much of the aircraft is likely to have been lost in 
the intervening years, researchers believe some key 
components - such as the Pratt & Whitney engines - could still 
be where they sank 75 years ago. 

"Any man-made objects found will be photographed and 
their location carefully recorded," the group said. "No 
recovery of objects will be attempted unless necessary to 

confirm identification.#"Should identifiable wreckage from 
the Electra be discovered it will be documented as thoroughly 
as possible in situ so that a separate expedition can be 
equipped with the appropriate means to recover and conserve 
the materials." 

If the aircraft had sufficient fuel to reach Nikumaroro, 
which was at the time the uninhabited British possession 
known as Gardner Island, it could have landed on reef flats 
before being washed over the ledge. 

Earhart and Fred Noonan, her navigator, could have 
survived on the island for a time, but eventually succumbed to 
injury or infection, food poisoning or thirst. 

The theory is supported by British colonial records in Fiji 
reporting the discovery of the partial skeleton of a castaway 
who perished shortly before the island was settled in 1938. 

The bones were found in the shade of a tree in a part of 
the island that fits the description of the encampment that 
Tighar has been excavating. 

The site is dotted with the remains of small fires on which 
meals of birds, fish, turtle and even rat were cooked. 

Previous research trips have turned up parts of aluminium 
skin from an aircraft, plexiglass from a cockpit, a zip made in 
Pennsylvania in the mid-1930s, a broken pocket knife of the 
same brand that was listed in an inventory of Earhart's aircraft 
and the remains of a 1930s woman's compact. 

Ric Gillespie, executive director of Tighar, says they still 
need to find incontrovertible proof that Earhart on 
Nikumororo - the "smoking gun." 

This expedition apparently offers the best chances of that 
yet, with new forensic evidence of a photo that may show part 
of the aircraft on the reef sufficient to convince the U.S. 
government to support the project. 
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52. Mutually Assured Cyberdestruction? 
(NEW YORK TIMES 03 JUN 12) ... David E. Sanger 

WASHINGTON -- It took years after the United States 
dropped the atomic bomb on Hiroshima for the nation to 
develop a common national understanding of when and how to 
use a weapon of such magnitude. Not until after the Cuban 
Missile Crisis, 50 years ago this October, did a consensus 
emerge that the weapon was too terrible ever to employ again, 
save as a deterrent and a weapon of last resort. 

Over the past decade, on a far smaller scale, the country’s 
military and intelligence leadership have gone through a 
parallel debate about how to use the Predator drone. Because it 
is precisely targeted, often on an individual, it is used almost 
every week. 

And now we know that President Obama, for the past 
three years, has been going through a similar process about 
how America should use another innovative weapon — one 
whose destructive powers are only beginning to be 
understood. In a secret program called “Olympic Games,” 
which dates from the last years of the George W. Bush 

administration, the United States has mounted repeated attacks 
with the most sophisticated cyberweapons ever developed. 
Like drones, these weapons cross national boundaries at will; 
in the case of Olympic Games they invaded the computer 
controllers that run Iran’s nuclear centrifuges, spinning them 
wildly out of control. 

How effective they have been is open to debate; the 
United States and its close partner in the attacks, Israel, used 
the weapons as an alternative to a potentially far more deadly, 
but perhaps less effective, bombing attack from the air. But 
precisely because the United States refuses to talk about its 
new cyberarsenal, there has never been a real debate in the 
United States about when and how to use cyberweapons. 

President Obama raised many of the issues in the closed 
sanctum of the Situation Room, participants in the 
conversation say, pressing aides to make sure that the attacks 
were narrowly focused so that they did not take out Iranian 
hospitals or power plants and were directed only at the 
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country’s nuclear infrastructure. “He was enormously focused 
on avoiding collateral damage,” one official said, comparing 
the arguments over using cyberwar to the debates about when 
to use drones. 

Does the United States want to legitimize the use of 
cyberweapons as a covert tool? Or is it something we want to 
hold in reserve for extreme cases? Will we reach the point — 
as we did with chemical weapons, and the rest of the world did 
with land mines — that we want treaties to ban their use? Or is 
that exactly the wrong analogy, in a world in which young 
hackers, maybe working on their own or maybe hired by the 
Chinese People’s Liberation Army or the Russian mob, can 
launch attacks themselves? 

These are all fascinating questions that the Obama 
administration resolutely refuses to discuss in public. “They 
approached the Iran issue very, very pragmatically,” one 
official involved in the discussions over Olympic Games told 
me. No one, he said, “wanted to engage, at least not yet, in the 
much deeper, broader debate about the criteria for when we 
use these kinds of weapons and what message it sends to the 
rest of the world.” 

Cyberweapons, of course, have neither the precision of a 
drone nor the immediate, horrifying destructive power of the 
Bomb. Most of the time, cyberwar seems cool and bloodless, 
computers attacking computers. Often that is the case. 

The Chinese are believed to attack America’s computer 
systems daily, but mostly to scoop up corporate and Pentagon 
secrets. (Mr. Obama, one aide said, got a quick lesson in the 
scope of the problem when an attack on his 2008 campaign’s 
computers was traced back to China, a foretaste of what 
happened to Google the following year.) The United States 
often does the same: the Iranians reported last week that they 
had been hit by another cyberattack, called “Flame,” that 
appeared to harvest data from selected laptop computers, 
presumably those of Iranian leaders and scientists. Its origins 
are unclear. 

But the cutting edge of cyberwar is in the invasion of 
computer systems to manipulate the machinery that keeps the 
country going — exactly what the United States was doing to 
those Iranian centrifuges as it ran Olympic Games. 
“Somebody has crossed the Rubicon,” Gen. Michael V. 
Hayden, the former director of the C.I.A., said in describing 
the success of the cyberattacks on Iran. General Hayden was 
careful not to say what role the United States played, but he 
added: “We’ve got a legion on the other side of the river now. 
I don’t want to pretend it’s the same effect, but in one sense at 
least, it’s August 1945,” the month that the world first saw the 
capabilities of a new weapon, dropped over Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki. 

That was deliberate overstatement, of course: the United 
States crashed a few hundred centrifuges at Natanz, it did not 
vaporize the place. But his point that we are entering a new era 
in cyberattacks is one the administration itself is trying to 
make as it ramps up American defenses. Defense Secretary 
Leon E. Panetta — a key player in the Iran attacks — warned 
last year that the “next Pearl Harbor we confront could very 
well be a cyberattack that cripples our power systems, our 
grid, our security systems, our financial systems.” 

In March the White House invited all the members of the 
Senate to a classified simulation on Capitol Hill demonstrating 
what might happen if a dedicated hacker — or an enemy state 
— decided to turn off the lights in New York City. In the 
simulation, a worker for the power company clicked on what 
he thought was an e-mail from a friend; that “spear phishing” 
attack started a cascade of calamities in which the 
cyberinvader made his way into the computer systems that run 
New York’s electric grid. The city was plunged into darkness; 
no one could find the problem, much less fix it. Chaos, and 
deaths, followed. 

The administration ran the demonstration — which was 
far more watered-down than the Pentagon’s own cyberwar 
games — to press Congress to pass a bill that would allow a 
degree of federal control over protecting the computer 
networks that run America’s most vulnerable infrastructure. 
The real lesson of the simulation was never discussed: 
cyberoffense has outpaced the search for a deterrent, 
something roughly equivalent to the cold-war-era concept of 
mutually assured destruction. There was something simple to 
that concept: If you take out New York, I take out Moscow. 

But there is nothing so simple about cyberattacks. Usually 
it is unclear where they come from. That makes deterrence 
extraordinarily difficult. Moreover, a good deterrence “has to 
be credible,” said Joseph S. Nye, the Harvard strategist who 
has written the deepest analysis yet of what lessons from the 
atomic age apply to cyberwar. “If an attack from China gets 
inside the American government’s computer systems, we’re 
not likely to turn off the lights in Beijing.” Professor Nye calls 
for creating “a high cost” for an attacker, perhaps by naming 
and shaming. 

Deterrence may also depend on how America chooses to 
use its cyberweapons in the future. Will it be more like the 
Predator, a tool the president has embraced? That would send 
a clear warning that the United States was ready and willing to 
act. But as President Obama warned his own aides during the 
secret debates over Olympic Games, it also invites retaliatory 
strikes, with cyberweapons that are already proliferating. In 
fact, one country recently announced that it was creating a 
new elite “Cybercorps” as part of its military. The 
announcement came from Tehran. 
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53. Deploying Cyber Weapons Carries Big Risk, Experts Say 
U.S. To Businesses: Cybervirus May Hit You, Too 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 02 JUN 12) ... Richard Lardner 

WASHINGTON— The Obama administration is warning 
American businesses about an unusually potent computer 
virus that infected Iran’s oil industry even as suspicions persist 
that the United States is responsible for secretly creating and 
unleashing cyberweapons against foreign countries. 

The government’s dual roles of alerting U.S. companies 
about these threats and producing powerful software weapons 
and eavesdropping tools underscore the risks of an unintended, 
online boomerang. 

Unlike a bullet or missile fired at an enemy, a 
cyberweapon that spreads across the Internet may circle back 
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accidentally to infect computers it was never supposed to 
target. It’s one of the unusual challenges facing the 
programmers who build such weapons, and presidents who 
must decide when to launch them. 

The Homeland Security Department’s warning about the 
new virus, known as “Flame,” assured U.S. companies that no 
infections had been discovered so far inside the U.S. It 
described Flame as an espionage tool that was sophisticated in 
design, using encryption and other techniques to help break 
into computers and move through corporate or private 
networks. The virus can eavesdrop on data traffic, take 
screenshots, and record audio and keystrokes. The department 
said the origin is a mystery. 

The White House has declined to discuss the virus. 
But suspicions about the U.S. government’s role in the 

use of cyberweapons were heightened by a report in Friday’s 
New York Times. Based on anonymous sources, it said 
President Obama secretly ordered the use of another 
sophisticated cyberweapon, known as Stuxnet, to attack the 
computer systems that run Iran’s main nuclear enrichment 
facilities. The order was an extension of a sabotage program 
that The Times said began during the Bush administration. 

Private security researchers long have suspected that the 
U.S. and Israeli governments were responsible for Stuxnet. 
But the newspaper’s detailed description of conversations in 
the Oval Office among Obama, the vice president and the CIA 
director about the U.S. government’s responsibility for 
Stuxnet is the most direct evidence of this to date. U.S. 
officials rarely discuss the use of cyberweapons outside of 
classified settings. 

Stuxnet is believed to have been released as early as 2009. 
It was discovered in June 2010 by a Belarusian antivirus 
researcher analyzing a customer’s infected computer in Iran. It 
targeted electronic program controllers built by Siemens AG 
of Germany that were installed in Iran. The U.S. government 
also circulated warnings to American businesses about Stuxnet 
after it was detected. 

The White House said Friday it would not discuss 
whether the U.S. was responsible for the Stuxnet attacks on 
Iran. 

“I’m not able to comment on any of the specifics or 
details,” White House spokesman Josh Earnest said. “That 
information is classified for a reason, and it is kept secret. It is 
intended not to be publicized because publicizing it would 
pose a threat to our national security.” 

Cyberweapons are uncharted territory because the U.S. 
laws are ambiguous about their use, and questions about their 
effectiveness and reliability are mostly unresolved. Attackers 
online can disguise their origins or even impersonate an 
innocent bystander organization, making it difficult to identify 
actual targets when responding to attacks. 

Viruses and malicious software, known as malware, rely 
on vulnerabilities in commercial software and hardware 
products. But it is hard to design a single payload that always 
will succeed because the target may have fixed a software 
vulnerability or placed computers behind a firewall. 

On the Internet, where being connected is a virtue, an 
attack intended for one target can spread unexpectedly. 
Whether a cyberweapon can boomerang depends on its state 
of the art, according to computer security experts. On that 
point, there are deep divisions over Flame. 

Russian digital security provider Kaspersky Lab, which 
first identified the virus, said Flame’s complexity and 
functionality “exceed those of all other cybermenaces known 
to date.” There is no doubt, the company said, that a 
government sponsored the research that developed it. Yet 
Flame’s author remains unknown because there is no 
information in the code of the virus that would link it to a 
particular country. 

Other experts said it wasn’t as fearsome. 
Much of the code used to build the virus is old and 

available on the Internet, said Becky Bace, chief strategist at 
the Center for Forensics, Information Technology and 
Security at the University of South Alabama. Flame could 
have been developed by a small team of smart people who are 
motivated and have financial backing, she said, making it just 
as likely a criminal enterprise or a group working as 
surrogates could have been responsible. 

“Here’s the wake-up call as far as cyber is concerned: 
You don’t have to be a nation-state to have what it would take 
to put together a threat of this particular level of 
sophistication,” said Bace, who spent 12 years at the National 
Security Agency working on intrusion detection and network 
security. “There’s no secret sauce here.” 

Stuxnet was far more complex. 
Still, Stuxnet could not have worked without detailed 

intelligence about Iran’s nuclear program that was obtained 
through conventional spycraft, said Mikko Hypponen, chief 
research officer at F-Secure, a digital security company in 
Helsinki, Finland. The countries with the motivation and the 
means to gather that data are the United States and Israel, he 
said. 

“This is at the level of complexity that very few 
organizations in the world would even attempt,” said 
Hypponen, who has studied Stuxnet and Flame. “Basically 
you have to have moles. Most of what they needed to pull this 
off was most likely collected with what we would characterize 
as traditional intelligence work.” 

The more intricately designed a cyberweapon is, the less 
likely it will boomerang. Stuxnet spread well beyond the 
Iranian computer networks it was intended to hit. But the 
collateral damage was minimal because the virus was 
developed to go after very specific targets. 

“When some of these super sophisticated things spread, 
it’s bad but it may not have the same impact because the virus 
itself is so complex,” said Jacob Olcott, a senior cybersecurity 
expert at Good Harbor Consulting. “It’s designed to only have 
its impact when it finds certain conditions.” 

Israel is a world leader in cybertechnology and senior 
Israeli officials did little to deflect suspicion about that 
country’s involvement in cyberweapons. “Whoever sees the 
Iranian threat as a significant threat is likely to take various 
steps, including these, to hobble it,” said Vice Premier Moshe 
Yaalon, a former military chief and minister of strategic 
affairs. 

A senior defense official involved in Israel’s cyberwarfare 
program said Friday that, “Israel is investing heavily in units 
that deal with cyberwarfare both for defense and offense.” He 
would not elaborate. The official spoke on condition of 
anonymity because he is not allowed to speak with the media. 

Isaac Ben-Israel, an adviser to Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu on cybersecurity issues, declined Friday 
to say whether Israel was involved with Stuxnet. 
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It could take years to know who is responsible, which is 
what is so unsettling about attacks in cyberspace. “We are 
very good as an industry at figuring out what a piece of 
malware does,” said Dave Marcus, director of advanced 

research and threat intelligence at digital security giant 
McAfee. “But we are less accurate when it comes to saying 
what group is responsible for it, or it came from this country 
or that organization.” 
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54. Week In Review May. 26, 2012 – Jun. 01, 2012 
(YOUTUBE 01 JUN 12) ... U.S. Navy 

Welcome to this week's U.S. Navy multimedia production 
featuring selected images from around the fleet received 
during the week of May. 26, 2012 – Jun. 01, 2012. 

The images represent the work of the many naval 
photographers deployed worldwide and submitted to Navy 
Visual News Service. For access to more than 100,000 high 
resolution photos visit: 
    http://www.navy.mil/view_photos_top.asp  and 
http://www.flickr.com/photos/usnavy/    .         

View U.S. Navy YouTube Channel 
View Clip (RT: 2:13) 
Broadcast Clip - 7 in :70 (Jun. 01, 2012) 
(YOUTUBE 01 JUN 12) U.S. Pacific Fleet 
A quick look at events and issues from the past week 

around Pacific Fleet making headlines at 
http://www.cpf.navy.mil. 

View Clip (RT: 1:11) 
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OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
55. Victory At Sea 
The Battle of Midway at 70 
(WEEKLY STANDARD 11 JUN 12) ... Geoffrey Norman 

In the six months after its surprise attack on Pearl Harbor, 
the Japanese Navy sailed from one victory to another, across 
the Pacific and into the Indian Ocean, until it seemed as 
though it was not merely unbeaten, but unbeatable. The 
Japanese conquered everything they attempted to conquer--
including the Philippines and Singapore--and they defeated 
every fleet they encountered. 

Perhaps the most heavily symbolic of those early victories 
was the Battle of the Java Sea, in which a force of cruisers and 
destroyers fighting as part of something known as American-
British-Dutch-Australian (ABDA) Command, was routed and 
its commander, Rear Admiral Karel Doorman, killed when his 
flagship, the Dutch cruiser De Ruyter, was hit by a Japanese 
torpedo that blew up one of the ship’s magazines. 

That victory, and others, were so conclusive--even easy--
that the Japanese Navy began to think of itself as invincible 
and became infected with what some of its officers would call, 
ruefully, “the victory disease.” But that was later. After 
Midway. 

Despite its astounding run of victories, Japan had still not 
fully settled accounts with the Americans. Faced with the 
decision of “what next?” the Japanese high command 
designed an operation to force America’s aircraft carriers into 
a decisive battle and sink them. The U.S. Navy would be left 
without carriers, with its battleships mostly resting on the mud 
in Pearl Harbor, and with its submarines shooting torpedoes 
that routinely malfunctioned. In this state of helplessness, the 
Americans might be persuaded to negotiate. If not, Japan 
could defend its empire from behind a barrier of island 
fortresses that ran from the Aleutians to New Guinea, with its 
invincible navy sailing out to meet and engage any threat. 

One more decisive battle might do it. This, anyway, was 
the thinking of many in the Japanese high command. They did 
not believe the Americans had the will to fight the kind of war 
it would take to reclaim the Pacific. One conspicuous 
exception was Admiral Isoroku Yamamoto, who had spent 
time in America--even studied at Harvard--and believed he 

knew the American character. He was opposed to war, 
believing that Japan would be overwhelmed by American 
industry. 

He had that right. Even before the opening of hostilities, 
America was building new vessels. Carriers, especially, which 
Pearl Harbor had conclusively established as the new capital 
ship for the world’s navies. But in June 1942, America’s new 
Essex-class carriers were still in the yards, in construction, or 
undergoing sea trials, and the U.S. Navy was limping by on 
what it had left after Pearl Harbor. 

Which wasn’t much. The nucleus consisted of three 
carriers--Enterprise, Hornet, and Yorktown. The Japanese 
believed they had sunk the Yorktown in the Battle of the Coral 
Sea in May. And they nearly had. But the ship made it back to 
Pearl Harbor, badly damaged and trailing oil. First estimates 
were that repairs would take three months and that they would 
need to be made in one of the West Coast yards, not in 
Hawaii. 

After the wounded ship had arrived in Pearl and the water 
had been pumped out of the dry dock, Admiral Chester 
Nimitz, who commanded the Navy in the Pacific, pulled on a 
pair of hip boots and sloshed around beneath her hull with the 
repair crew inspecting the damage. 

“We must have this ship back in three days,” he said. 
“Wilco,” someone must have said. Or, in modern 

parlance, “Can do, Admiral.” 
With the urgency of a NASCAR pit crew changing all 

four tires and gassing up its car in a matter of seconds, the 
yard crew went to work, pulling so much power for their 
floodlights and welding torches that parts of Honolulu lost 
electricity. The repairs were made, in large part, without the 
benefit of blueprints and schematics. Things were done by 
eyeball, and the American art of jury-rigging and 
improvisation may never have been more historically decisive. 
The ship was ready to make steam and to launch and recover 
aircraft in just over 48 hours. It was one of many turning 
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points in a battle not yet fought and in which Yorktown would 
play a critical role. And, sadly, be sunk. 

Nimitz had set his deadline for the return of the Yorktown 
on the basis of something between intuition and scientific 
certainty. His code-breakers had been intercepting and 
analyzing Japanese radio traffic that they believed indicated 
the objective of the enemy’s next major offensive was 
Midway. The code-breakers were not able to read every word 
of every message, as the Bletchley Park team did with the 
German radio traffic that had been coded by the famous 
Enigma machines. The people working for Nimitz were able 
only to tease out bits and pieces from which they made very 
informed estimates. In one celebrated episode, they used a 
ruse to trick the Japanese into identifying the target of a large 
operation that went by the code letters “AF” and turned out, 
indeed, to be Midway, a cluster of forlorn little islands 1,300 
miles west of Hawaii; close enough to be strategic. 

As expert and clever as they were, the code-breakers’ 
work was treated with skepticism by some of their superiors. 
And some of Nimitz’s superiors, as well, including his boss, 
Admiral Ernest King, the highest ranking officer in the Navy, 
and Henry Stimson, the secretary of war, who believed the 
approaching great sea battle would be fought just off the coast 
of California. 

This may seem preposterous to generations of Americans 
who have assumed that their country always has the military 
upper hand and decisively so. But in June 1942, it was 
absolutely not the case. As Stimson wrote in his diary, “It is a 
serious situation for [the Japanese] greatly outclass us in the 
strength of carrier vessels... [N]evertheless, if the Navy uses 
good judgment and doesn’t run the risk of getting out from 
under the air umbrella, we may entice them into a position 
where we may get a chance to do something--some hit and run 
blows which may even up the situation navally and make it a 
little more possible.” 

Nimitz had other--and considerably more aggressive--
ideas. Trusting his code-breakers had correctly teased out 
Japanese intentions and plans, Nimitz doubled down and 
decided to send his three carriers to meet the attack on 
Midway. The Japanese carrier fleet normally included six 
carriers. For the Midway operation, it would consist of four. 
The two left behind had been in the Coral Sea fight and had 
lost flight crews. One had been damaged and required repairs. 
But the Japanese command did not see the urgency that 
Nimitz had impressed on the yard personnel repairing 
Yorktown. 

So it would be four carriers to three. Yorktown, like the 
two missing Japanese carriers, had suffered serious losses 
among its air group’s pilots. But, again, instead of taking the 
time to bring in replacements and reorganize, Nimitz simply 
cannibalized from squadrons that had been orphaned after the 
loss of other carriers. The Yorktown was a jury-rigged man-
of-war, with a patched-together air group. Still, it was in the 
fight. 

But the odds favored the Japanese, in numbers, 
experience, and weaponry. The Japanese Zero was one of the 
finest fighter planes in the world, and the F4F Wildcat was not 
in its class. The U.S. dive-bomber, the SBD Dauntless, was 
dependable. But the torpedo plane, the TBD Devastator, was 
obsolete even before the war. It was slow in the attack and 
pitifully vulnerable to fighters. Against the Zero it had no 
chance. 

But as events were to prove, the aviators flying the TBDs 
were as aggressive as the admiral who commanded them. The 
pilots made up for what their planes lacked in speed with what 
still seems incredible boldness. And they were as resourceful--
especially one of their leaders--as the people at Pearl who had 
patched up the Yorktown. 

The battle eventually turned on just these qualities: 
aggressiveness and the ability to improvise. It was a battle of 
many “what ifs,” and when viewed that way, the American 
victory can be seen as lucky. What if the Japanese float plane 
from the cruiser Tone had launched on time and searched its 
sector according to plan? Perhaps it would have alerted the 
Japanese admiral to the presence of the American fleet in time 
for him to strike first. 

Maybe. 
And what if the American submarine Nautilus had not 

played an aggressive cat-and-mouse game with a Japanese 
destroyer that, as a result, was racing to catch up with the rest 
of the fleet and leaving a wake that pointed, like an arrow, to 
the position of the Japanese carriers? 

And what if Wade McClusky, leading American dive 
bombers off the Enterprise, had not seen that destroyer’s wake 
and followed it to the Japanese fleet, which he attacked? 

And what if McClusky had not arrived at precisely that 
moment, when the Zeros were all at low altitude, having 
nearly wiped out three squadrons of American carrier-based 
torpedo planes and leaving the sky above undefended against 
dive bombers? 

And what if the commander of one of those American 
squadrons--Torpedo 8, off the USS Hornet--had not been an 
aggressive junior officer willing to disobey a direct order and 
risk court-martial in order to fly a course he knew would take 
him to the Japanese fleet while the rest of his ship’s air group 
spent the day over empty ocean with none of its planes 
engaging the enemy and many of them splashing into the 
Pacific, out of gas? 

The story of the last flight of Torpedo 8, the bravery of 
the attack and the death of all but one pilot and every radio 
gunner--15 planes down, 29 of 30 men dead--has been told 
many times. But in Craig L. Symonds’s The Battle of 
Midway,the most recent and, by far, most satisfying account 
of the battle yet, readers learn just how badly handled the 
Hornet’s air group was that day and how insubordinate John 
Waldron, Torpedo 8’s commander, had been when he broke 
off formation to fly his own course, which he believed 
(correctly it turned out) would take him to the Japanese fleet. 

When his commander ordered him not to break formation 
and go out on his own, Waldron replied, “Well, the hell with 
you. I know where they are, and I’m going to them.” 

Had he lived, Waldron would have been court-martialed. 
He was, instead, awarded the Navy Cross, posthumously. 

His squadron flew directly to the Japanese fleet and 
attacked without scoring a hit. But the raid of the torpedo 
planes brought the Zeros down low, leaving the sky above 
open to McClusky and the dive-bombers. In five minutes, 
three of the Japanese carriers were in flames, so badly 
damaged that they eventually sank. The fourth, now heavily 
outnumbered by the Americans, was attacked and sunk later 
that afternoon. 

The Japanese lost the initiative in the Pacific in five 
minutes. And, of course, eventually lost the war. Which, from 
this distance, seems inevitable. 
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Not so, however, early on June 4, 1942, when the loss of 
Midway seemed likely, the loss of Hawaii seemed probable, 
and attacks on the West Coast of the United States or the 
Panama Canal seemed all too possible. 

One can read the accounts and conclude that the fortunes 
of war (read: luck) went the Americans’ way. Or one can read 

more closely and see that while the Americans may have 
gotten some breaks, they made the most of them. What John 
Keegan has called “the most stunning and decisive blow in the 
history of naval warfare” was, above all, a victory of spirit. 

Geoffrey Norman, a writer in Vermont, is a frequent 
contributor to The Weekly Standard. 
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56. Bringing The USS Mississippi To Life 
(BILOXI (MS) SUN HERALD 02 JUN 12) ... Editorial 

This morning at the Port of Pascagoula, the command will 
be given to bring the USS Mississippi "to life." 

The Virginia-class submarine will then officially join the 
U.S. Navy's fleet as one of the most advanced submarines in 
the world. 

To all who will serve aboard her, our most sincere 
appreciation and hope that they stay safe even if sent in harm's 
way. 

And our thanks to Secretary of the Navy Ray Mabus for 
deciding to hold the commissioning ceremony in the sub's 
namesake's waters. A former governor of Mississippi, Mabus 
will be among the dignitaries at the 10 a.m. ceremony on Pier 
C. 

As for the command "bring the ship to life," "It really 
does highlight that's what we're doing," said Lt. Cmdr. Dan 

Reiss, the USS Mississippi's executive officer. "The life of the 
boat is the crew. This is just a big machine without the crew." 

That crew of 138 ranges in age from 19 to 49. Today's 
Sun Herald features a profile of those who hail from the 
Magnolia State. 

Other vessels bearing the state's name have served the 
nation with distinction, and we are proud another USS 
Mississippi will again be on -- and under -- the high seas. 

This editorial represents the views of the Sun Herald 
editorial board, which consists of President-Publisher Glen 
Nardi, Vice President and Executive Editor Stan Tiner, Vice 
President and Chief Financial Officer Flora S. Point, 
Circulation and Human Resources Director Wanda Howell, 
Marketing and Interactive Director John McFarland and 
Associate Editor Tony Biffle. 
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57. The Oceans: Our New ‘Wild West’ 
(HALIFAX CHFONICLE HERALD (CANADA) 02 JUN 12) ... Tim Dunne 

Vice-Admiral Dean McFadden, retired commander of the 
Royal Canadian Navy, once described the world’s oceans as 
anything but peaceful and placid — more like “the wild west.” 
He spoke of maritime piracy, human trafficking and the global 
drug trade, and how these threats to Canadian security are 
carried out on the world’s oceans. 

His concerns are echoed by allied naval leaders. The U.S. 
Navy’s deputy commander of U.S. Fleet Forces Command, 
Vice-Admiral David H. Buss, warns that “we will continue to 
deal with close-in security challenges,” such as counter-piracy 
and counter terrorism. He described the U.S. Navy’s “70-80-
90 paradigm” — that 70 per cent of the world’s surface is 
covered by water, 80 per cent of the world’s population lives 
within 100 miles (160 km) of the coastline, and 90 per cent of 
the world’s commerce travels on the ocean. “That is 
something that is probably less understood around the world 
by those who may not be part of the maritime community.” 

Both Vice-Admiral Buss and Royal Navy Commodore 
Steve Chick caution that a maritime event as significant as 9-
11 is an unremitting possibility. “Most of our ports are 
surrounded by long-established communities which could be 
vulnerable to this kind of threat. Increasing tourism and cruise 
liner industries are using our oceans significantly more than 
we ever used to,” Commodore Chick noted. 

The danger to those who use the oceans recreationally is 
underscored by events that go back as far as Oct. 7, 1985, 
when four Palestine Liberation Front members hijacked the 
cruise ship Achille Lauro off the Egyptian coast. They singled 
out 69-year-old retired American businessman Leon 
Klinghoffer, shot him and threw his body overboard. 

The 50,000 merchant ships registered in more than 150 
nations are staffed by more than a million mariners. New 

Zealand’s Vero Marine Insurance estimates that between five 
and six million containers are in transit at any given time, and 
the respected journal The Economist warned in 2002 that any 
one of them could deliver “an instrument of death.” 

“When you see the significant volume of trade, you see 
some of these container vessels, gas carriers and car carriers 
that are plying their way backwards and forwards between our 
countries, it is very easy to conceal something,” Commodore 
Chick cautions. “That’s why we need robust port security 
facilities and cargo loaded in a more secure manner.” 

Any significant disruption to international commerce will 
have profound consequences. The inter-agency Round Table 
of International Shipping Associations cautions that with an 
interruption of maritime commerce, “half the world would 
starve and the other half would freeze!” 

Maritime threats to Canada are a stark reality and can take 
any number of forms. A 2003 United Nations report estimated 
the global illegal drug trade at $321.6 billion U.S., against a 
global GDP of $36 trillion U.S.. Equally disturbing is the 
violence it provokes. 

Illegal migration is another concern. The 2009 arrival of 
76 Sri Lankan Tamil men aboard the Ocean Lady in 
Vancouver underscored what desperate people will do to 
improve their lives and how unscrupulous people will exploit 
them for profit. 

Canada could also be a target for terrorism. In 2002, The 
Economist wrote that a suspected al-Qaida terrorist from 
Egypt provided a worrisome lesson when he was discovered 
hiding in a sea container in the southern Italian port of Gioia 
Tauro. His voyage would have taken him to Halifax. 

Next week, from June 4 to 7, issues concerning global 
maritime security will be the focus of an international 
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conference at Halifax’s Westin Hotel, co-sponsored by 
NATO’s Combined Joint Operations from the Sea Centre of 
Excellence and the Centre of Excellence for Operations in 
Confined and Shallow Waters. This forum will bring together 
marine security specialists and seafarers from the military and 
business sectors to discuss issues of global maritime security. 

Dalhousie University’s Centre for Foreign Policy Studies 
is providing intellectual support and leading conference 
discussions. 

The Canadian host for the talks is Rear-Admiral David 
Gardam, Commander of the RCN’s Atlantic Formation. He 
notes, “There are very good reasons for this maritime security 

conference to be held in Halifax. We are world-class 
practitioners in the maritime security field and work in a very 
integrated and seamless manner with our federal security 
partners. By doing so, we form a common picture of what is 
happening in our waters, the approaches to Atlantic Canada 
and increasingly into the Arctic.” 

Tim Dunne is a Halifax-based communications consultant 
and military affairs writer, a Research Fellow with Dalhousie 
University’s Centre for Foreign Policy Studies and a member 
of the Royal United Services Institute (NS) Security Affairs 
Committee. 
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58. Maritime Hypocrisy Puts U.S. At Disadvantage 
(JAPAN TIMES 04 JUN 12) ... Mark Valencia 

KANEOHE, Hawaii — It was quite a scene in the U.S. 
Senate on May 23 as Defense Secretary Leon Panetta, 
Secretary of State Hillary Clinton and the chairman of the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff, Martin Dempsey, all testified before the 
Foreign Relations Committee. 

They were there to support the U.S. ratification of the 
1982 U.N. Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS). 
More significant than their presence was their refreshingly 
honest and accurate testimony arguing that U.S. failure to 
ratify the treaty was damaging U.S. credibility, moral 
authority and political clout. 

More than 160 countries have ratified the treaty. The 
United States is the only major power that has not done so. 
This puts the U.S. in a self-selected group of about 34 nations 
including such U.S.-labeled "rogue" states as Iran, North 
Korea and Syria. 

U.S. officials have until now tried to argue that U.S. 
practices adhere to most of the treaty's provisions anyway and 
that it codifies already existing customary international law, 
particularly regarding freedom of navigation. Many countries, 
including some U.S. allies, do not agree. But some U.S. 
opponents of ratification respond that overwhelming U.S. 
naval power ensures that U.S. interpretation and 
implementation of the "rules" is unlikely to be challenged in 
practice. 

But the world has grown more politically complex and 
"might" alone no longer ensures legitimacy and credibility. 
Indeed, in her testimony Secretary Clinton said simply that 
"by not ratifying the treaty, the United States undercuts its 
credibility." 

JCS Chairman Martin Dempsey was more blunt: "Very 
frankly, we have undermined our own moral authority by not 
having a seat at the table for making the argument for these 
rights." 

Defense Secretary Panetta added that "when 160 nations 
acceded to it and we say to 'hell with them,' then 160 nations 
will determine what happens and we're not going to be there." 

In a veiled reference to China, he asked rhetorically "how 
can we argue that nations must abide by international rules 
when we haven't joined the very treaty that codifies those 
rules." 

One of the most fascinating comments was made by John 
Norton Moore, a prominent American authority on the Law of 
the Sea and former deputy special representative of the U.S. 
president to the law of the sea conference. Moore has been a 

well-known stalwart and aggressive defender of the U.S. 
government's interpretations of the treaty and has even alleged 
that freedom of navigation in foreign 200-nautical-mile 
Exclusive Economic Zones (EEZ) as provided by the treaty is 
"absolute," or words to that effect. 

Now he has been quoted as telling a reporter, "It's very 
difficult for the United States to protect its interests when 
we're not a party". Indeed, as the interview suggests, "there's 
only so much officials can say when the Chinese point out that 
the U.S. is attempting to enforce interpretations of laws it 
hasn't even ratified." 

Ironically American analysts who have had the temerity 
to point this out over the years have been fiercely criticized 
and even ostracized by U.S. State Department officials and 
various military lawyers, particularly those in the U.S. Navy's 
Judge Advocate General's Corps. 

Yes, there are risks to ratification. If the U.S. ratifies the 
treaty and gets involved in a bona fide legal dispute over 
interpretation of its provisions, then China or any other party 
could ask the treaty-mandated International Tribunal for the 
Law of the Sea (ITLOS) to resolve the issue. This could 
include the question of whether U.S. hydrographic or military 
surveys in other countries' EEZs (including China's) without 
permission violates the treaty's consent regime for marine 
scientific research. 

But this is highly unlikely. China is on record as opposing 
third-party involvement in dispute settlement, and the expense 
and potential U.S. political backlash are probably too daunting 
for a small state to do this. Military activities can be excluded 
from the dispute settlement process, although the ITLOS itself 
can decide what is and is not a military activity. 

In their testimony, the U.S. high officials argued that 
ratifying UNCLOS would aid the U.S. in challenging China's 
controversial historic claim to much of the South China Sea 
and its increasing maritime assertiveness there, as well as any 
Iranian attempt to constrain passage through the Strait of 
Hormuz. 

They also pointed out that ratification would give the U.S. 
a voice as interpretations of the rules and national practices 
evolve, as well as a diplomatic opportunity to prevent other 
countries from bending these rules to restrict freedom of 
navigation. According to Dempsey, this [ratification] "might 
even help prevent future wars by providing new venues to 
stave off conflict with less risk of escalation". 
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But opponents of ratification probably need not worry. 
Senate Foreign Relations Committee Chairman John Kerry 
has acknowledged that there is strong minority opposition to 
ratification and that, in an election year, passage is unlikely. 

This is unfortunate for the U.S. because ratification would 
indeed greatly enhance its credibility as a leader on global 
maritime issues. The Obama administration has obviously 
concluded that any risks of ratification are far outweighed by 

the benefits, and that these are risks the U.S. must take in an 
increasingly complex world where "might alone does not 
necessarily make right." 

Put simply, in the fundamental global struggle for hearts 
and minds, the opponents of ratification should not make "the 
perfect enemy of the practical." 

Mark Valencia is a maritime policy analyst. 
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59. Thorny Issues Dogging China's Submarine Strategy 
(SINGAPORE STRAITS TIMES 04 JUN 12) ... Robert Karniol 

You've got to wonder why China is pouring vast sums, 
and considerable effort, into a strategic submarine programme 
that appears to lack any operational purpose. 

Submarines are vitally useful in many ways, but as 
strategic assets they have one major role: poised under the vast 
oceans, virtually undetectable and equipped with nuclear-
armed ballistic missiles, they are a powerful deterrent by 
providing what is called a second-strike response. This 
threatens a devastating retaliation. 

The People's Liberation Army Navy (PLAN) launched in 
1981 its single Type 092 Xia-class ballistic missile submarine 
(SSBN). Fitted with four missile launch tubes, it can carry 12 
medium-range JuLang-1 (JL-1) ballistic missiles. 

Both the vessel and the JL-1 missiles have since been 
upgraded but neither upgrade was seen to be particularly 
successful. Slow, noisy and unreliable, the boat is highly 
vulnerable. The missile has a limited range and is of 
questionable quality. 

In any case, a single platform is insufficient to provide an 
effective second-strike capability. This task needs at least 
three boats. 

China moved to address these issues with its new Type 
094 Jin-class SSBN and JL-2 ballistic missile. Two boats have 
so far been delivered and at least two more may be under 
construction, each with 12 missile launch tubes; the long-
delayed JL-2 is meanwhile not yet operational. 

Beijing is faced with at least two significant problems in 
translating these assets into acquiring a second-strike 
capability. 

The first of these is a technical issue and the second, more 
seriously, is a political one. 

The technical aspect involves communications, with a 
Pentagon report noting two years ago that "the PLA has only a 
limited capacity to communicate with submarines at sea, and 
(the PLAN) has no experience in managing an SSBN fleet that 
performs strategic patrols with live nuclear warheads mated to 
missiles". 

Put simply, Chinese submarines are unable to 
communicate with their headquarters while submerged at sea. 
They need to surface or release a communications buoy, both 
making them more vulnerable to detection and attack. 

One source following such matters said that resolving this 
problem is not easy, but it should eventually be overcome. 
Until then, the PLAN cannot even train effectively in 
conducting strategic SSBN patrols. 

This source sees the other issue - the political constraints - 
as centring on command-and-control matters that are 
unsolvable. 

With the land-based systems making up the bulk of 
China's nuclear arsenal, warheads and missiles are stored 
separately. They are under the tight control of a highly 
centralised system extending from the Central Military 
Commission (CMC) and the Political Bureau's Central 
Committee down to the PLA General Staff Department, 
Second Artillery headquarters and the field units that have 
launch responsibilities. 

Strategic SSBN patrols naturally require the submarine to 
hold both the warhead and the missile. They would also place 
critical decision-making authority in the hands of naval 
officers to a degree that China's political leadership has never 
allowed. 

"It would require a major change in Chinese nuclear 
policy and practice for Beijing to deploy a second-strike 
nuclear capability at sea," commented Mr Hans Kristensen, 
nuclear information project director at the Federation of 
American Scientists (FAS). 

"This goes both for deploying nuclear weapons on a 
military platform, something which the CMC has never to my 
knowledge ever allowed, and sailing SSBNs on patrols, which 
they have never done. They would also have to resolve the 
complex issue of how to maintain reliable command-and-
control with a nuclear-armed submarine at sea. 

"Even if one assumed that the Chinese leadership would, 
in a crisis, release warheads to the navy, deploying them raises 
all the thorny issues of how they would react in a crisis if an 
SSBN went missing or they couldn't communicate with it. 

"Would they assume it had been sunk and therefore 
consider it an attack on China, leading them to launch nuclear 
weapons?" 

Further, the JL-2's estimated range of some 7,400km 
means that it is unable to reach the continental United States 
from the Chinese littorals. This means that the boat would 
have to successfully penetrate one of several choke points 
leading to the open Pacific Ocean, which is no easy task. Or 
that the missiles are primarily intended for regional targets like 
U.S. bases in Japan and Guam. Or for India and Russia. 

Given these considerations, the source noted earlier 
suggests that the new SSBN might provide China with no 
more than some level of strategic ambiguity. To Mr 
Kristensen, they are prestige projects. 

"If strategy and survival were the issues, then China 
would focus its nuclear retaliatory capability on (mobile) land-
based missiles that it can hide deep inside its vast territory," 
the FAS analyst said. 

All of which makes questionable not just the Jin-class 
SSBN and JL-2 programmes, but also China's next-generation 
Type 096 SSBN - said to be in the development stage. 
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60. Code Wars 
The growing cyber arms race 
(WASHINGTON POST 04 JUN 12) ... Editorial 

After World War II, when nuclear weapons weighed 
thousands of pounds and the superpowers threatened each 
other with lumbering strategic bombers that would take hours 
to reach a target, the strategist Bernard Brodie wrote that the 
atomic bomb was the “absolute weapon.” In 1946, he warned 
that a nuclear war would come so fast and be so destructive 
that it would change military conflict forever. A decade or so 
later, fast-flying intercontinental ballistic missiles transformed 
the threat once again; small nuclear warheads could be 
delivered in less than an hour to targets across the oceans. 

We are now at the dawn of another rapid change in 
weapons and technology, the rise of cyber conflict. The digital 
revolution has transformed global commerce, communications 
and culture, but also provided a new avenue for destruction — 
attacks on computer networks and critical infrastructure that 
are at the heart of modern society. Six nations, including the 
United States, China and Russia, already have built offensive 
military cyber capability, and perhaps 30 more are seeking to 
acquire it. A cyber arms race is well underway, although it 
often draws less attention than the related surge of cyber theft, 
espionage and hacking. 

Fresh evidence of the sophistication of this arms race was 
contained in an article Friday in the New York Times about 
President Obama’s involvement in overseeing the creation and 
spreading of a computer worm aimed at destroying Iran’s 
nuclear enrichment centrifuges and stopping its drive for an 
atomic bomb. 

Also, The Post revealed last week a new research effort in 
the Pentagon to develop technologies for the cyber battlefield. 
And The Post’s Robert O’Harrow Jr., in two articles this 
weekend, probed the highly complex world of cyber security 
and digital sabotage. 

Certainly, a cyber operation that incapacitates Iran’s 
centrifuges is preferable to a conventional military strike that 
could threaten a wider war. Such was the thinking behind the 
operation against Iran, code-named Olympic Games, in which 
Israel reportedly cooperated with the United States. The story 
so far suggests a stealthy computer worm, named Stuxnet, that 
caused Iran’s nuclear enrichment equipment to malfunction. It 
evokes joystick entertainment, not smoldering ruins. 

But there are also large unknowns and significant perils in 
the age of cyber conflict. The battlefield is asymmetric; the 
size and power of the United States do not necessarily deliver 
an advantage. According to the Times, the worm directed at 
Iran later escaped into the digital universe, where it spread 
around the world, exposing the code. Today, hackers, 
terrorists and crooks can attempt to be cyber powers — and it 
will be hard to distinguish among them. Should a cyber strike 
be made on a nuclear power plant or a stock exchange in the 
United States, it may trigger chaos, disruption and financial 
loss, but the attacker might remain hidden for a long time. The 
concept of deterrence rests on the certainty of retaliation, but 
that certainty may not exist against a determined and elusive 
cyber foe, so deterrence may not work at all in cyberspace. 

The offensive cyber arms race makes it even more urgent 
to think about defenses. The United States is still seriously 
vulnerable, as are other nations. We have deeply embedded 
network technology in every facet of our economy and our 
lives, and it has been under constant assault in recent years. So 
far, the attacks have been largely aimed at theft, disruption and 
spying, but it will get worse. We live in a mammoth glass 
house and ought to be mindful of the dangers when we throw 
stones. 
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On This Day In The Navy: 
1943: Aircraft from USS Ranger sink 5 German ships and damage 3 in Operation Leader, the only U.S. Navy carrier operation in 
northern European waters during World War II. 
 

TOP STORIES: 
1. Turkey Strikes Back After Syrian Shelling Kills 5 Civilians 
(NEW YORK TIMES 04 OCT 12) ... Tim Arango and Anne Barnard 

ISTANBUL — Turkey said Wednesday that it shelled targets within Syria as retaliation for a mortar that landed across the 
Turkish border and killed five civilians, a move that increases the risk of escalating the bloody civil war into a regional conflict and 
ratchets up pressure for further international involvement. 

 
2. Pentagon Has Resources To Implement Asia Strategy: Carter 
(REUTERS 03 OCT 12) ... David Alexander 

WASHINGTON -- Deputy Defense Secretary Ashton Carter on Wednesday offered a broad defense of the U.S. military's shift in 
focus to the Asia-Pacific region, insisting the Pentagon had the resources to implement the new strategy despite concerns about tight 
budgets. 

 
3. Once Only Worry Of Wonks, Sequestration Goes Mainstream 
(POLITICO 03 OCT 12) ... Philip Ewing 

After months as a top bugbear mostly for Congress and Beltway wonks, sequestration has gone local. 
 

MIDEAST: 
4. Ex-Defense Chief Says Hit On Iran Would Be Disastrous 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 04 OCT 12) ... Bill Sizemore 

NORFOLK -- Painting a picture of internal political dysfunction in a dangerous world, former Defense Secretary Robert Gates 
warned Wednesday night that a U.S. or Israeli attack on Iran would have disastrous consequences. 

 
5. Israeli Military: Armed Syrians Approach Border 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 04 OCT 12) ... Ian Deitch 

JERUSALEM— Dozens of armed men gathered on the Syrian side of the cease-fire line in the Israel-controlled Golan Heights 
Wednesday, prompting authorities to close a tourist site as a precaution, the Israeli military said. 

 

AFRICA: 
6. State Dept Opens Benghazi Consulate Attack Probe 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 03 OCT 12) ... Matthew Lee 

WASHINGTON -- Past investigations into attacks on U.S. diplomatic missions have blamed both the administration and 
Congress for failing to spend enough money to ensure that the overseas facilities were safe despite a clear rise in terror threats to 
American interests abroad. 

 
7. U.N. Security Council Will Be Asked To Weigh Intervention Plan For Mali 
African force would combat al-Qaeda group, European official says 
(WASHINGTON POST 04 OCT 12) ... Anne Gearan 

The U.N. Security Council will soon be asked to approve a Western-backed security force to combat the spreading terrorism 
threat in Mali, a senior European official said Wednesday. 
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AFGHANISTAN: 
8. Clinton Says Afghanistan Security Transition ‘On Track’ 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 03 OCT 12) ... Nicole Gaouette and David Lerman 

Secretary of State Hillary Clinton said today that the effort to hand over responsibility for security to Afghan forces is on track as 
she described the progress made in bringing stability to Afghanistan. 

 

ASIA – PACIFIC: 
9. Carter: DoD Is 'Walking The Walk' In The Pacific 
(POLITICO 03 OCT 12) ... Kate Brannen 

Deputy Defense Secretary Ash Carter, brushing aside critics, made it clear on Wednesday the Pentagon was not just “talking the 
talk” about its new Asia-Pacific strategy. 

 
10. Southeast Asian Nations Tackle Maritime Security Issues 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 03 OCT 12) 

MANILA - Senior Southeast Asian foreign ministry officials met in the Philippines on Wednesday to try to improve maritime 
cooperation amid sea disputes that threaten regional stability. 

 
11. Osprey Deployment Highlights Japan-U.S. Alliance, But Risks Remain 
(KYODO NEWS 03 OCT 12) 

Okinawa Gov. Hirokazu Nakaima cut a gloomy figure Monday as he watched, through binoculars, the U.S. Marine Corps' 
controversy-shrouded MV-22 Osprey aircraft arrive at a U.S. base in his small island prefecture, which hosts the bulk of U.S. military 
facilities in Japan. 

 
12. Osprey Deployment Could Anger China 
New aircraft able to reach Senkaku Islands from Okinawa 
(JIJI PRESS (JAPAN) 03 OCT 12) 

With the capability of putting foreign troops on its coastal areas facing the East China Sea, China is expected to express 
frustration with the deployment of the U.S. Marines' Osprey aircraft in Okinawa, sources said. 

 

SECNAV AWARDS: 
13. SECNAV Honors Leadership In Energy And Water Efficiency 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 03 OCT 12) ... Assistant Secretary of the Navy Energy, Installations and Environment Public Affairs 

WASHINGTON -- Eight Department of the Navy (DoN) commands were recognized for exemplary achievements at the annual 
Secretary of the Navy Energy and Water Management Awards ceremony Oct. 3, held at the U.S. Navy Memorial and Naval Heritage 
Center. 

 

PERSONNEL: 
14. Chairman Of Joint Chiefs Speaks At Bangor 
(KITSAP (WA) SUN 03 OCT 12) ... Ed Friedrich 

BANGOR — Transitions are coming to the armed forces, but if service members stick together, everything will be fine, President 
Barack Obama's top military adviser said during a town hall meeting Wednesday at Naval Base Kitsap-Bangor. 

 

SUBMARINES: 
15. Submarine Force Makes Case For New Sub 
Navy leaders say replacing Ohio-class submarines is critical 
(NEW LONDON DAY 03 OCT 12) ... Jennifer McDermott 

The leaders of the submarine force typically discuss the importance of building a new class of ballistic-missile submarines 
privately, but now they are making a more public case. 

 

SURFACE FLEET: 
16. Navy's Newest, LHA-6, A Dead End For Amphibious Ships? 
(AOL DEFENSE 03 OCT 12) ... Sydney J. Freedberg Jr. 

The Navy will christen its newest amphibious warfare ship in Pascagoula, Miss. on Oct. 20th. The boldly-named, $3 billion 
America is a major departure from past designs -- and, quietly, the Navy has decided not to build many more like it in the future. 
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17. Destroyer Named For SEAL Hero To Be Commissioned 
El Cajon native to skipper the Michael Murphy 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 03 OCT 12) ... Jeanette Steele 

The Navy on Saturday will commission a destroyer named for a Navy SEAL awarded a posthumous Medal of Honor for combat 
in Afghanistan. 

 
18. Navy Crew Visits Long Island Grave Of Honored SEAL Murphy 
(NEWSDAY (LONG ISLAND) 03 OCT 12) ... Martin C Evans 

Antonio Spain knelt in the wet grass at the grave of slain Navy SEAL Michael Murphy, raised a camera to his eyes and snapped a 
photo of the tombstone Tuesday at Calverton National Cemetery. 

 

CONGRESS / BUDGET: 
19. Gang Of Eight Will Talk Defense, Too 
(POLITICO 04 OCT 12) ... Kate Brannen 

When the Gang of Eight meets next week in secret to hash out a plan to avoid the looming fiscal cliff, defense will definitely be 
on the table. 

 

BUSINESS: 
20. Boeing Wins $1.9 Billion Contract In Pentagon’s Year-End Surge 
(BLOOMBERG GOVERNMENT 04 OCT 12) ... Brendan McGarry 

Boeing Co., the world’s biggest aerospace company, won the largest Pentagon contract in September as military awards surged in 
the final month of the government’s fiscal year. 

 

VOTING: 
21. Military Absentee Ballot Requests Plummet From 2008 
(WASHINGTON TIMES 03 OCT 12) ... Shaun Waterman 

The number of U.S. military personnel registering for absentee voting is down sharply since the 2008 election, and with 
registration deadlines approaching fast, advocates say there is a real danger that many of the nation’s men and women in uniform may 
not have a chance to vote at all. 

 

BOOKS: 
22. Book: Obama Hoped To Try Bin Laden, If Captured 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 03 OCT 12) ... Kimberly Dozier 

WASHINGTON— A new book says President Barack Obama hoped to put Osama bin Laden on trial, showing the U.S. 
commitment to due process under law, if the al-Qaida leader had surrendered during a U.S. raid in Pakistan last year. 

 

OUTREACH: 
23. Blue Angels Highlight Fleet Week 
(SAN FRANCISCO CHRONICLE 03 OCT 12) ... Henry K. Lee 

SAN FRANCISCO -- The Blue Angels will be roaring over San Francisco in advance of the earsplitting Fleet Week air show this 
weekend that is sure to wow spectators and rattle some nerves. 

 

COMMENTARY: 
24. Crossing All The Red Lines In Syria 
(WASHINGTON POST 04 OCT 12) ... Anne Applebaum 

Aleppo was burning last week: On YouTube, you could watch the flames consuming the walls of the 600-year-old souk, the 
central landmark of one of the world’s oldest cities. If you looked further, you could also find film of what appears to be Syrian 
government planes strafing the city and a video made inside the ruins of the passport office in the heart of the historic center. 
Ominously, Human Rights Watch has documented at least 10 government attacks on bakeries in Aleppo — in other words, attacks on 
places where people are standing in line for bread. 
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25. The 'Andar Uprising' And Progress In Afghanistan 
The war is far from won, but a path to victory remains evident and viable if we have the will to pursue it. 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 04 OCT 12) ... Frederick W. Kagan and Kimberly Kagan 

Success in Afghanistan remains possible. As tragic and regrettable as they are, recent "green-on-blue" attacks against U.S. forces 
do not signify the failure of U.S.-Afghan partnership efforts or the enmity of the Afghan National Security Forces and Afghan people. 
Incidents spectacular enough to grab headlines in an overheated election year have badly distorted our understanding of what actually 
has happened on the ground in Afghanistan this fighting season. 

 
26. A Framework To End The Afghan War 
(WASHINGTON POST 04 OCT 12) ... David Ignatius 

While the overlooked war in Afghanistan grinds on, a group of officials in Washington, Kabul and Islamabad are exploring a 
bare-bones strategy that would narrow each side’s demands to a set of minimum conditions for escaping the current diplomatic dead 
end. 

 
27. Why The Pentagon Is Counting On A Short-Term Deficit Deal 
(NATIONAL JOURNAL 03 OCT 12) ... Sara Sorcher 

Members of Congress will return for the lame-duck session in mid-November, and so far, there’s little sign of compromise on 
Capitol Hill to avert a looming $500 billion in Pentagon budget cuts over the next 10 years. Defense Secretary Leon Panetta is not one 
to mince words: “I’ll take whatever the hell deal they can make right now,” he said last week. 

 
28. With Military Camouflage, Uniformity Is Not A Goal 
(WASHINGTON POST 04 OCT 12) ... Walter Pincus 

When it comes to dressing the U.S. military for combat, uniformity and belt-tightening apparently haven’t been in fashion 
recently. 

 
29. More Navy Women Joining The Silent Service 
(TIME 03 OCT 12) ... Darlene M. Iskra 

The Navy has announced that women officers will start to be assigned to Virginia-class attack submarines as soon as next year. 
And that enlisted women would likely follow. 

 
30. #WARFIGHTING – Operating Forward 
(NAVY LIVE BLOG 03 OCT 12) ... Vice. Adm. John W. Miller and Vice Adm. Scott H. Swift 

Navy Warfighters deploy all over the world, preserving peace, protecting commerce and deterring aggression. We asked Vice 
Adm. John Miller, commander of U.S. Naval Forces Central Command, U.S. 5th Fleet and Combined Maritime Forces, and Vice 
Adm. Scott Swift, Commander, U.S. 7th Fleet, to discuss how operating forward makes accomplishing the Navy’s #Warfighting 
mission possible. 
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TOP STORIES: 
1. Turkey Strikes Back After Syrian Shelling Kills 5 Civilians 
(NEW YORK TIMES 04 OCT 12) ... Tim Arango and Anne Barnard 

ISTANBUL — Turkey said Wednesday that it shelled 
targets within Syria as retaliation for a mortar that landed 
across the Turkish border and killed five civilians, a move that 
increases the risk of escalating the bloody civil war into a 
regional conflict and ratchets up pressure for further 
international involvement. 

The North Atlantic Treaty Organization, of which Turkey 
is a member and whose charter calls in some cases for 
collective action when one of its members is targeted 
militarily, called an emergency meeting on Wednesday 
evening to discuss the crisis, as Turkey’s civilian and military 
leaders said Parliament would consider a motion on Thursday 
to permit further military action within Syria. 

“This atrocious attack was immediately responded to 
adequately by our armed forces in the border region, in 
accordance with rules of engagement,” said a statement from 
the office of the prime minister, Recep Tayyip Erdogan, 
carried by the semiofficial Anatolian News Agency. “Targets 
were shelled in locations identified by radar.” 

And while suicide bombers killed dozens on Wednesday 
as violence surged in Syria’s largest city, Aleppo, it was the 
cross-border strike that raised the stakes in a civil war that has 
left tens of thousands dead and forced more than a million 
people from their homes. The war has defied exhaustive 
diplomatic efforts by the global community. The events may 
increase pressure for the West to take military action, 
something Turkey has supported. The United States and its 
allies have balked at engaging in another armed conflict in the 
Muslim world that would be far riskier than NATO’s 
intervention in Libya, which helped oust Col. Muammar el-
Qaddafi. 

“The conflict in Syria is spilling well over its borders,” 
said Andrew Tabler, a Syria analyst at the Washington 
Institute for Near East Policy. “I don’t see how the Obama 
administration continues policy as usual after this.” 

But in the fog of war that has settled over Syria, where 
allegiances and motives are uncertain and a bloody stalemate 
has taken hold, some observers said they could not help 
wondering if the episode had been orchestrated by one side or 
another. The rebels have implored NATO to provide a no-fly 
zone or havens, and President Bashar al-Assad may feel he 
can rally his supporters against foreign invasion, experts said. 
“Various parties are trying to pull Turkey into the conflict,” 
Atilla Sandikli, the director of the Wise Men Center for 
Strategic Studies in Ankara, Turkey, said on the Turkish 
channel NTV. 

In Washington, George Little, the Pentagon press 
secretary, called the Syrian attack on Turkish territory “yet 
another example of the depraved behavior of the Syrian 
regime, and why it must go.” 

Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton said she was 
“outraged” by the mortar attack in Turkey. 

After its meeting, NATO issued a statement saying the 
alliance continued “to stand by Turkey and demands the 
immediate cessation of such aggressive acts against an ally, 
and urges the Syrian regime to put an end to flagrant 
violations of international law.” 

Turkey’s military strike within Syria, which represented a 
further deterioration of relations between the onetime allies, 
came after several huge explosions struck a government-held 
district of Aleppo. The blast killed dozens of people and filled 
the streets with rubble in a square near a public park, 
according to video, photographs and reports from the Syrian 
government and its opponents. 

At least two explosions, which both sides said appeared to 
be car bombs, struck Saadallah al-Jabiri Square near an 
officers’ club and two government-owned hotels that residents 
said had housed pro-government militiamen who had 
essentially taken over the square. Another explosion struck 
near the chamber of commerce in nearby Bab Jenine, both 
sides reported. 

Jabhet al-Nusra, an insurgent group affiliated with Al 
Qaeda, claimed responsibility late on Wednesday for the 
suicide bombings, which caused anguish for government 
supporters and opponents alike. The scale of Wednesday’s 
bombings seemed to deepen Aleppo’s sense of alarm and 
disgust, bringing expressions of horror and bewilderment from 
people on either side of the conflict. 

“Oh, my God, the destruction is huge,” an accountant who 
works nearby, who asked to be identified only by his first 
name, Rami, said on his cellphone as he tried without success 
to approach the square, which he said was barricaded by 
security forces. Back in his office, listening to gunfire still 
echoing through the area, he wrote on Facebook: “My soul has 
died and my body is waiting for its turn.” 

One Syrian activist, who uses the pseudonym Anonymous 
Syria, wrote on Twitter: “Whoever is behind those explosions 
is a terrorist if civilians were killed. Whether it is the regime, 
Al-Nusra brigade or the Free Syrian Army.” 

In the square, men simply shouted obscenities and cursed 
“the terrorists’ fathers.” Their voices could be heard in the 
background as another man videotaped the bomb scene for a 
pro-government YouTube channel, panning over the corpses 
of two men in crisp camouflage uniforms who he said were 
would-be suicide bombers killed by security forces. 

Before the retaliatory strike by Turkey, the government 
said in a statement that its foreign minister, Ahmet Davutoglu, 
had consulted Lakhdar Brahimi, the United Nations and Arab 
League joint special envoy to Syria, as well as Ban Ki-moon, 
the secretary general of the United Nations. The prime 
minister’s statement said the strike was within the rules of 
engagement established after the Syrian military shot down a 
Turkish warplane in June, killing two pilots in international 
airspace over the Mediterranean Sea. Syria had claimed the 
plane was flying over its own territory. 

“This last incident is pretty much the final straw,” said 
Bulent Arinc, Turkey’s deputy prime minister, as quoted by 
the Anatolian News Agency. “There has been an attack on our 
land and our citizens lost their lives, which surely has 
adequate response in international law.” 

The Syrian government urged restraint and offered 
condolences to the victims in Turkey. By announcing that an 
investigation was under way, it suggested that it never 
intended to strike within Turkey. 
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Syria’s minister of information, Omran al-Zo’aby, 
suggested on state television that Syria was defending against 
a regional threat that could affect Turkey and Syria. 

“The Syrian-Turkish border is a long one and is being 
used for smuggling weapons and terrorists,” he said, adding 
that in response to border episodes, neighboring countries 
should act “wisely and rationally and responsibly, especially 
in cases of the presence of armed terrorist groups who have 
their different agendas that are not targeting the Syrian 
national security but the regional security.” 

It was unclear if the mortar that struck Turkey was fired 
by government forces or by rebels fighting to oust the 
government of Mr. Assad, but Turkey believed it came from a 
government position, Turkish analysts said. The government 
said it used radar to select the target for its strikes, believed to 
be Syrian military outposts. 

The shell that set off the outrage struck a building in 
Akcakale, one of the largest cities along Turkey’s 550-mile 
border with Syria, killing a woman, her three children and a 
relative. Officials said that eight other people were wounded, 
and that two were in critical condition. The town had been hit 

before amid the clashes between rebels and government 
forces, but no one on the Turkish side had been killed before. 
Stray mortars have also landed across other borders, including 
Lebanon and Iraq. 

The tit-for-tat bombings signaled the collapse of the 
relationship between Syria and Turkey, which had blossomed 
before the Arab revolutions with deepening commercial and 
political ties between the two countries. When protests broke 
out last year in Syria, Turkey first called for reform, but as the 
government turned its guns on its own people, Turkey 
switched allegiance to the rebels. 

But Turkey has paid a price, including a public outcry 
against its Syria policy, which has led to economic hardships 
in the south and a strain on government resources as officials 
contend with the refugee crisis. 

Tim Arango reported from Istanbul, and Anne Barnard 
from Beirut, Lebanon. Reporting was contributed by Hala 
Droubi, Hania Mourtada and Hwaida Saad from Beirut, 
Sebnem Arsu from Istanbul, and Thom Shanker from 
Washington. 
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2. Pentagon Has Resources To Implement Asia Strategy: Carter 
(REUTERS 03 OCT 12) ... David Alexander 

WASHINGTON -- Deputy Defense Secretary Ashton 
Carter on Wednesday offered a broad defense of the U.S. 
military's shift in focus to the Asia-Pacific region, insisting the 
Pentagon had the resources to implement the new strategy 
despite concerns about tight budgets. 

Carter, speaking at the release of a new study on the 
military challenge from China, said the Pentagon would 
increasingly focus its resources on the Asia-Pacific in coming 
years, adding new ships in the region as well as F-35 joint 
strike fighters as they become available. 

"The Pentagon leadership is focused intently on executing 
the rebalance," Carter told a forum sponsored by the National 
Bureau of Asian Research. "We're watching every dollar, 
every ship, every plane, to make sure that we execute our 
rebalance effectively." 

Analysts have raised questions about whether the 
Pentagon will ultimately have funds to implement the new 
strategy. A recent report by the Center for Strategic and 
International Studies expressed concern about the disconnect 
between Pentagon planning for the rebalance and 
congressional funding. 

Carter's remarks came at the launch of the National 
Bureau's new study on "China's Military Challenge," which 
analyzed the modernization effort the People's Liberation 
Army has been undergoing since the 2004, when Chinese Hu 
Jintao expanded the PLA's role beyond territorial defense. 

The authors of the study said much of China's 
modernization effort has been driven by concern about 
Taiwan. Beijing has developed missiles capable of hitting 
Taiwan and threatening warships in the seas off China's coast. 
The range of its missiles continues to expand. 

"If trends continue, one should not dismiss the possibility 
of it having a mirror program to the U.S. Prompt Global 
Strike," said China analyst Mark Stokes, referring to U.S. 
efforts to develop the ability to deliver a conventional warhead 
anywhere on the planet in about an hour. 

Short, Sharp Campaigns 
Chinese strategists also have adopted the view that 

modern wars are likely to be short, sharp campaigns, like the 
Falklands War or the first Gulf War, the authors said. As a 
result, China emphasizes striking first and delivering a critical 
blow to the enemy's communications infrastructure. 

"This places a premium on us to be able to have good 
defenses for our (communications and reconnaissance) 
systems," said Kevin Pollpeter of Defense Group Inc., who 
wrote the study's section on cyber and electronic warfare. "We 
have to be prepared for some sort of losses." 

He noted that the United States currently relies on a few 
highly valuable and very capable systems and is facing budget 
constraints that make it difficult to fund additional systems. 

"How to conduct information warfare in an age of budget 
austerity is central to the question of how we respond to 
China's military modernization," he said. 

Carter insisted, however, that the U.S. strategic rebalance 
to Asia was "not about China," but about ensuring "a peaceful 
Asia-Pacific region, where all countries can enjoy the benefit 
of security and continue to prosper." 

"We do have the capacity to resource the rebalance and 
meet our commitments," he said. "With our allies and partners, 
I think you'll see we are in fact across the Asia-Pacific region 
able to invest to sustain peace and prosperity." 

Carter said the end of the war in Iraq and the transition of 
security control in Afghanistan would free up a great deal of 
U.S. military capacity, much of which could be used for 
missions in the Asia-Pacific. 

Warships, amphibious assault ships and eventually 
aircraft carriers would be freed up by the end of the conflicts, 
as would Air Force unmanned reconnaissance planes and 
cyber and space assets. Some of those could also be 
redeployed, he said. 

Carter said the Pentagon was investing in new systems 
that would be relevant for the region, from the new Virginia 
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class submarine to a new refueling aircraft and a stealthy 
bomber. 

The U.S. Navy will have 60 percent of its assets in the 
Pacific by 2020. Carter said the Pentagon would have 2,500 
Marines in Australia on a rotational basis, four new Littoral 
Combat Ships stationed forward in Singapore and would 
complete a transfer of forces from Okinawa to Guam. 

He said B-1 bombers would rotate into the region to 
augment older B-52s already there. The United States has 

already moved radar-evading F-22 fighters to Japan, and the 
new F-35 Joint Strike Fighter will be deployed to the region as 
it becomes available, Carter said. 

Building up the capabilities of U.S. allies and partners is a 
key part of the strategy, he said. But so is developing a 
broader political and military relationship with China. 

"Our relationship, defense relationship, with China is an 
essential part of our rebalance," Carter said. 
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3. Once Only Worry Of Wonks, Sequestration Goes Mainstream 
(POLITICO 03 OCT 12) ... Philip Ewing 

After months as a top bugbear mostly for Congress and 
Beltway wonks, sequestration has gone local. 

Stories are appearing in local news outlets across the 
country in places that would be hit hardest — and members of 
Congress are hearing about it from worried constituents. 

Some of the coverage appears to be organic — local 
reporters seeking to explore the potential hometown 
consequences of about $500 billion in reduced defense budget 
growth over the next decade. That’s what the Las Vegas Sun 
did in a story Wednesday, which concluded the outlook was 
murky for Nellis Air Force Base, Creech AFB and other local 
installations. 

But much of its new prominence is also the product of 
deliberate effort by lawmakers and defense industry 
advocates, who have worked for months to get the word out 
using live events and the local media coverage they create. 

Since May, the Aerospace Industries Association, an 
influential trade group, has scheduled at least 13 anti-sequester 
events in key districts around the country — including the 
battlegrounds of Pennsylvania, Florida and North Carolina — 
according to information provided by spokesman Dan Stohr. 
He told POLITICO that AIA is planning more events when 
Congress returns for its lame duck session in November. 

Some members of Congress and state politicians have 
worked with AIA to take part in live events. Some have gone 
out on their own, as was the case with Reps. Randy Forbes (R-
Va.) and Duncan Hunter (R-Calif.) or Senate Republican 
hawks John McCain of Arizona and Kelly Ayotte of New 
Hampshire. 

Rep. Jack Kingston (R-Ga.) gave an interview for 
Wednesday’s Brunswick, Ga. News about alternative ways he 
thought Congress could cut defense spending and still get 
savings similar to sequester. His ideas included moving troops 
stationed in Europe back to the U.S., stopping production of 
Army tanks and reducing flyovers at sporting events. 

“It’s very important for me not just to come out with a 
knee-jerk, ‘I’m against sequestration,'” Kingston told 
POLITICO. “I’ve got to say, ‘Here are alternatives.’” 

With four military bases in his district, Kingston said, 
sequestration was a major topic of local conversation, 
something he hears about often when he’s home. 

“We’ve been out there talking about it now for many 
months. People are realizing that you can’t cut that much on 
top of what’s already been agreed to,” he said. 

Local Chambers of Commerce are talking to their 
members about the dangers to the military and its vendors, and 
at least two city councils in Kingston’s district have recently 

passed resolutions urging Congress — i.e., him — to avert 
sequestration, he said. 

But Kingston also said that Pentagon spending had to be 
evaluated just like anything else in the federal budget, and the 
point of his Brunswick News interview was to send the 
message that everyone might have to give up something — 
including him. 

“What I get concerned about with Republicans is that we 
always talk about cutting the budget, but we hold military up 
as being beyond reproach, a sacred cow, you can’t touch us, 
and if you do touch it you’re off the team. You’re being a 
‘renegade Republican.’ You don’t love the country. But I 
think it’s very important for us to measure military with the 
same yardstick we do on food stamps and social programs.” 

Congressional defense advocates worried early that the 
wonkiness of sequestration — even the word itself — would 
make it a challenge to communicate to voters. Rep. Joe 
Wilson (R-S.C.) said in a February hearing of the House 
Armed Services Committee that he worried “the word 
‘sequestration’ puts people to sleep.” He urged Defense 
Secretary Leon Panetta, “You’ve got to be our Paul Revere,” 
and warn people about the real implications. 

Wilson told POLITICO on Wednesday that he no longer 
worried about voters snoozing through discussion of 
sequester. 

“People are very concerned,” he said. Wilson, whose 
district includes Fort Jackson and Marine Corps Recruit Depot 
Parris Island, said he gives credit for spreading the word about 
sequestration to an unlikely pair: Sen. Lindsey Graham and 
Bob Woodward. 

Graham, Wilson’s fellow South Carolinian, has been 
outspoken in his opposition to sequestration, and Wilson said 
his live events around the state had created broader awareness 
for troops, defense vendors and their families. Last month, 
Woodward released a book, “The Price of Power” which 
described how White House officials came up with the idea of 
sequestration as a “forcing function” for Congress, and Wilson 
said he thought that drew a lot of attention to the idea. 

“Now people know these defense cuts were devised by 
none other than the president of the Untied States,” Wilson 
said. “That was not known at the time. At the time, believe it 
or not, we were trying not to make this so political. None of us 
attributed this to the president, but now it’s very clear. People 
understand this.” 

Not surprisingly, one group of voters tracking 
sequestration very closely are active-duty troops, Pentagon 
commanders say. Vice Chief of Naval Operations Adm. Mark 
Ferguson told House lawmakers that on a recent visit to ships 
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deployed in the Middle East, he was asked about sequester by 
everyone he met, regardless of rank. 

“All told, I visited 12 ships and talked to more than 
10,000 of our Sailors,” he later wrote in an official blog post. 
“At every forum, these Sailors — from the most junior to our 
operational commanders — expressed concern regarding what 
sequestration might mean to our Navy and their service. It 
became clear to me that the uncertainty of our fiscal future 
was increasingly on the minds of our force.” 

Ferguson promised his troops he would relay their worries 
to Congress and he did, detailing what a $12 billion overall 

drop in the Navy’s budget would mean: a shrinking fleet, less 
training and more pressure on Sailors and their families. 

“At this point, it is difficult to know for sure the impact 
on any individual program, or family of programs, since each 
contract contains unique and complex provisions, dates and 
pricing,” he said. “Also, a change in one program may have 
cascading effects on investments in other interrelated 
programs in the future. What we do know is that it will surely 
affect our ability to build the future Navy.” 
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MIDEAST: 
4. Ex-Defense Chief Says Hit On Iran Would Be Disastrous 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 04 OCT 12) ... Bill Sizemore 

NORFOLK -- Painting a picture of internal political 
dysfunction in a dangerous world, former Defense Secretary 
Robert Gates warned Wednesday night that a U.S. or Israeli 
attack on Iran would have disastrous consequences. 

Neither the United States nor Israel is capable of wiping 
out Iran's nuclear capability, he said, and "such an attack 
would make a nuclear-armed Iran inevitable. They would just 
bury the program deeper and make it more covert." 

Iran could respond by disrupting world oil traffic and 
launching a wave of terrorism across the region, Gates said. 

"The results of an American or Israeli military strike on 
Iran could, in my view, prove catastrophic, haunting us for 
generations in that part of the world." 

First in this season's Norfolk Forum speaker series, Gates 
spoke to an audience of nearly 2,000 in Chrysler Hall. 

United Nations sanctions aimed at discouraging Iran's 
nuclear ambitions are starting to have an impact on the Iranian 
economy, he said, and "that's our best chance going forward, 
to ratchet up the economic pressure and diplomatic isolation to 
the point where the Iranian leadership concludes that it 
actually hurts Iranian security and, above all, the security of 
the regime itself, to continue to pursue nuclear weapons." 

And while Israeli anxiety over Iran's intentions is 
understandable, he added, America should make it clear to 
Israel's leaders that "they do not have a blank check to take 
action that could do grave harm to American vital interests." 

Meanwhile, Gates warned, the United States is paralyzed 
by partisan gridlock that threatens the nation with financial 
insolvency. 

The combination of across-the-board spending cuts and 
tax increases set to take effect in January, put in motion by 
Congress' inability to agree on how to reduce the ballooning 
national debt, would do grave damage to the military and 
virtually every other essential government operation and could 
throw the country into a new recession, he said. 

The central problem, Gates said, is that both major parties 
have been captured by their ideological extremes. 

"The moderate center, the foundation of our political 
system, is not holding. 

"Too many of our politicians seem more concerned with 
winning elections and scoring ideological points than saving 
the country." 

Gates ran the Pentagon from 2006 to 2011 under 
Presidents George W. Bush and Barack Obama. He was the 
first defense secretary to serve under presidents of both 
parties. 

He was also the only career CIA officer in history to rise 
from entry-level employee to director of the agency. He was 
director from 1991 to 1993. 

The Kansas native now holds the honorary post of 
chancellor at the College of William and Mary. A 1965 
graduate of the college, he is the first alumnus in the modern 
era to become chancellor. 
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5. Israeli Military: Armed Syrians Approach Border 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 04 OCT 12) ... Ian Deitch 

JERUSALEM— Dozens of armed men gathered on the 
Syrian side of the cease-fire line in the Israel-controlled Golan 
Heights Wednesday, prompting authorities to close a tourist 
site as a precaution, the Israeli military said. 

An Israeli spokesman said it was unclear what the armed 
Syrians were doing. He said there was no violence or attempts 
to cross the border. He spoke on condition of anonymity under 
military rules. 

Israeli forces there were on alert. 
The armed men were not wearing uniforms. It was not 

clear if they were soldiers from the Syrian army or rebel forces 
battling President Bashar Assad's regime. 

Israelis are concerned that fighting from Syria's civil war 
could spill across the border. Last month, several mortar shells 
exploded in Israeli-controlled territory. Nobody was hurt. 
Israel said the shells were misfired. 

Israeli officials have also expressed concern that the 
frontier region could turn into a lawless area like Egypt's Sinai 
desert, where Islamic militants have gained strength since the 
ouster last year of Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak. 

Israel and Syria have been bitter enemies for decades, but 
there is concern in Israel that if the Assad regime is toppled, 
the country could fall into the hands of Islamic extremists or 
descend into sectarian warfare, destabilizing the region. 
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An Israeli tour group visiting Mount Hermon, the Golan 
site closest to the border spot, left without incident, and the 
site was temporarily closed Wednesday as a precaution. "It 
happened far away from the site, but to be on the safe side, the 
tourists were told to go down from the mountain to the lower 
part of the resort," said Shaul Ohana, who manages the site. 

Last year in a demonstration, thousands of people stormed 
the border fence from Syria, and hundreds burst through. At 

least 15 infiltrators were killed that day in clashes on the 
Syrian and Lebanese borders. 

Israeli officials accused Damascus of promoting the clash 
to try to divert attention from the violence within Syria. 

Since then Israel has beefed up security in the area. 
Israel captured the Golan Heights from Syria in the 1967 

Mideast war. It later annexed the strategic territory 
overlooking northern Israel in a move that is not recognized 
internationally. 
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AFRICA: 
6. State Dept Opens Benghazi Consulate Attack Probe 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 03 OCT 12) ... Matthew Lee 

WASHINGTON -- Past investigations into attacks on 
U.S. diplomatic missions have blamed both the administration 
and Congress for failing to spend enough money to ensure that 
the overseas facilities were safe despite a clear rise in terror 
threats to American interests abroad. 

An Associated Press examination of two reports that are 
easily accessible to the public - those created after the 
devastating Aug. 7, 1998, bombings of the U.S. embassies in 
Kenya and Tanzania - may offer clues to the possible outcome 
of the current investigation begun by Secretary of State Hillary 
Rodham Clinton into last month's attack on the U.S. Consulate 
in Benghazi, Libya. 

That attack by what is now believed to be al-Qaida-linked 
militants has become fraught with election-year politics as 
Republicans accuse administration officials of dissembling in 
the early aftermath on what they knew about the perpetrators 
and for lax security at the diplomatic mission in a lawless part 
of post-revolution Libya. 

Two House Republican leaders this week accused the 
administration of denying repeated requests for extra security 
at the Benghazi consulate, where Ambassador Chris Stevens 
and three other Americans were killed on the 11th anniversary 
of the 9/11 terrorist attacks on the U.S. 

A five-member accountability review board appointed by 
Clinton will begin this week looking at whether security at the 
consulate was adequate and whether proper procedures were 
followed before, during and immediately after the attack. 

"The men and women who serve this country as 
diplomats deserve no less than a full and accurate accounting 
wherever that leads, and I am committed to seeking that for 
them," Clinton told reporters at the State Department on 
Wednesday. 

Previous inquiries into attacks on diplomatic missions 
have taken months to complete, and two of them found fault 
with both the executive and legislative branches going back 
years and spanning both political parties. 

"Over the course of this review, there will naturally be a 
number of statements made, some of which will be borne out 
and some of which will not," Clinton warned. "I caution 
everyone against seizing on any single statement or piece of 
information to draw a final conclusion." 

The State Department has convened at least a dozen 
accountability review boards to look into the deaths of 
American personnel in attacks on official buildings or vehicles 
overseas since the mid-1990s. Those attacks were committed 

in countries that included Jordan, Pakistan, Saudi Arabia and 
Sudan. 

However, only the findings of the Kenya and Tanzania 
bombing investigations are easily accessible to public. 

The two boards - both chaired by a Republican-appointed 
former Joint Chiefs of Staff chairman, Adm. William J. Crowe 
- were not set up by then-Secretary of State Madeleine 
Albright until November 1998 - three months after the attacks. 
And they did not issue their final reports until January 1999. 

Clinton stressed Wednesday that such an investigation 
"will take time" as Republicans have expressed impatience for 
full details of any possible negligence before the Nov. 6 
presidential election. 

The chairman of the House Oversight and Government 
Reform Committee, Rep. Darrell Issa, R-Calif., who plans to 
hold a hearing next week to question State Department 
officials about alleged security lapses, said he understood that 
the accountability review board's work was "critically 
important." 

"It should not, however, be used by the State Department 
as an excuse for delaying efforts to address problems or 
answer specific questions," Issa said. 

Clinton cautioned that the Benghazi Accountability 
Review Board, which will be led by another former 
Republican-appointed chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, 
Adm. Mike Mullen, should not be rushed to judgment. 

"I am asking the board to move as quickly as possible 
without sacrificing accuracy," she told reporters. "In the 
interim, we will provide as much accurate information to the 
Congress and the public." 

The previous boards dealt with similar complaints and 
allegations of mismanagement and dereliction of duty that 
now surround the Benghazi attack. 

In addition, like the board created for Benghazi at the 
height of a hotly contested presidential election campaign, the 
Nairobi and Dar es Salaam panels were convened at a moment 
of bitter partisan divide in Washington. In the fall of 1998, 
then-President Bill Clinton was dealing with the threat of 
impeachment over the Monica Lewinsky scandal. 

While drawing direct comparisons between the 
investigations is difficult due to the clearly different 
circumstances and times, several broad themes are consistent, 
namely questions over unanswered or rejected requests for 
enhanced security and concerns about whether threat 
information was ignored or dismissed inappropriately. 
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The East Africa boards sifted through but ultimately 
rejected allegations that any specific government employee - 
civilian or military - had been negligent in addressing the 
threats or security of the embassies. 

Instead, they were blistering in their criticism of 
government in general for failing to prioritize and invest 
money in improving security at U.S. diplomatic missions 
despite a clear rise in threats to American interests abroad and 
the widely publicized 1985 recommendations of the Inman 
Report on securing such facilities published two years after the 
bombings of the U.S. Embassy and Marine barracks in Beirut. 

"The boards did not find reasonable cause to believe that 
any employee of the United States government or member of 
the uniformed services breached his or her duty in connection 
with the August 7 bombings," they concluded. 

"However, we believe there was a collective failure by 
several administrations and Congresses over the past decade to 
invest adequate efforts and resources to reduce the 
vulnerability of U.S. diplomatic missions around the world to 
terrorist attack," they said. 

Several Republican lawmakers have alleged that Stevens 
and his staff made repeated requests for security 
improvements at the Benghazi consulate that the State 
Department denied. Clinton told Congress she was waiting for 
the results of the investigation before answering those claims 
directly. 

In 1998, there were widespread reports that Prudence 
Bushnell, the U.S. ambassador to Kenya, had sought security 
upgrades, including possibly moving the embassy away from 
downtown Nairobi, that were denied or delayed. 

The boards found those claims to be factually correct, but 
stressed that resource constraints made many improvements 
low priorities given more serious security deficiencies at other 
embassies. 

Republican lawmakers also have claimed that Washington 
disregarded, played down or shrugged off an increasingly 
serious stream of threats to U.S. and Western interests in 
Benghazi. 

The same complaints were made in relation to the Nairobi 
and Dar es Salaam bombings. 

Crowe and his fellow board members found in their 
reports that the threats that U.S. officials had been aware of in 
the months and weeks before the bombings had not been 
specific or credible enough to warrant significant changes to 
the embassies' security postures. 

In presenting his reports 13 years ago, Crowe offered 
what may well end up being the general conclusion of the 
Benghazi inquiry. 

He rejected criticism by media commentators and 
lawmakers who were "quick to lay the blame totally on the 
State Department, and to have found a villain, and go after it 
pretty heavy." 

"That is certainly not the view of the commission," he told 
reporters on Jan. 8, 1999. "We have come to the opinion that 
(it was) a collective fault for the U.S. government, including 
the people that appropriate funds in this country, and that 
terrorism is now threatening to grow to the point where it's 
everybody's business." 

"And everybody's got to accept a role and responsibility," 
Crowe said. "We would never say that it was totally the State 
Department's fault." 
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7. U.N. Security Council Will Be Asked To Weigh Intervention Plan For Mali 
African force would combat al-Qaeda group, European official says 
(WASHINGTON POST 04 OCT 12) ... Anne Gearan 

The U.N. Security Council will soon be asked to approve 
a Western-backed security force to combat the spreading 
terrorism threat in Mali, a senior European official said 
Wednesday. 

The force would confront an African affiliate of al-Qaeda 
that has flourished in largely lawless northern Mali and that is 
expanding its reach. 

The force would be made up of African troops primarily 
financed and possibly armed from outside, the official said. 
France, for example, is willing to provide unspecified 
logistical help. 

The official, who spoke on the condition of anonymity 
because the proposal is not final, said its sponsors want the 
force approved in a matter of days or weeks. 

“There is real urgency there,” the official said. “The 
terrorist threat is spreading.” 

The United States has ruled out any direct military 
participation in Mali and has not publicly committed to arming 
or funding such a force. 

Mali’s interim government has said that it would welcome 
about 3,300 troops from a 15-nation consortium known as the 
Economic Community of West African States. 

“We do have growing concerns,” State Department 
spokeswoman Victoria Nuland said Wednesday. 

The United States is “working closely to support the 
efforts of ECOWAS to further elaborate a robust 
peacekeeping plan with the new interim government of Mali,” 
Nuland said. “We’re prepared to support a well-thought-out 
plan in the Security Council when it comes forward but with 
ECOWAS very much in the lead.” 

The White House has held a series of secret meetings in 
recent months to examine the threat posed by al-Qaeda’s 
franchise in North Africa and consider for the first time 
whether to prepare for unilateral strikes, U.S. officials told 
The Washington Post this week. 

The deliberations reflect concern that al-Qaeda’s African 
affiliate has become more dangerous since gaining control of 
large pockets of territory and acquiring weapons from post-
revolution Libya. The discussions predate the Sept. 11 attacks 
on U.S. compounds in Libya but gained urgency after the 
assaults there were linked to al-Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb, 
or AQIM. 

U.S. officials said the discussions have focused on ways 
to help regional militaries confront al-Qaeda but have also 
explored the possibility of direct U.S. intervention if the 
terrorist group continues operating unchecked. 

The top State Department official for African affairs said 
Tuesday that AQIM and related militant groups in Mali “must 
be dealt with through security and military means.” 
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“Given the presence of terrorists and traffickers in 
Northern Mali, the United States supports the efforts of the 
government of Mali and the international community to 
prepare a military response as necessary, in accordance with 
international law,” said the official, Assistant Secretary of 
State Johnnie Carson. “Such a response should be well 
planned, managed, resourced, and coordinated.” 

The European official said that unilateral U.S. action 
appears unlikely and that diplomatic efforts are focused on the 
peacekeeping force. 

ECOWAS is unable to field an effective security force on 
its own, the European official said, so the proposed U.N.-
authorized force would step in. The official said the size of the 
proposed force is under discussion among Britain, France, the 
United States and other nations. 

“It has to be a rather robust force if you really want to 
rebalance the situation,” the official said. 

“For many reasons, including political reasons, it has to 
be an African force,” strongly supported from outside, the 
official said. Sending soldiers or peacekeepers from former 
European colonial powers would be “unthinkable.” 

AQIM is the most dangerous of the terrorism network’s 
affiliates and poses the strongest al-Qaeda threat to Europeans, 
the European official said. 

The U.S. military commander for Africa has crisscrossed 
the region in recent weeks, making stops in Mauritania, 
Algeria and other countries that could become part of a 
peacekeeping force for Mali. 

Army Gen. Carter F. Ham, chief of U.S. Africa 
Command, said Friday during a visit to Morocco that there 
“are no plans for U.S. direct military intervention” in Mali. 
But he and others have made clear that the United States is 
prepared to support counterterrorism or peacekeeping 
operations by other countries. 
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AFGHANISTAN: 
8. Clinton Says Afghanistan Security Transition ‘On Track’ 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 03 OCT 12) ... Nicole Gaouette and David Lerman 

Secretary of State Hillary Clinton said today that the 
effort to hand over responsibility for security to Afghan forces 
is on track as she described the progress made in bringing 
stability to Afghanistan. 

“The transition is on track,” Clinton said at the start of the 
U.S.-Afghanistan Bilateral Commission today. The strategic 
partnership “will help guide the relationship as it moves to the 
next phase,” Clinton said. She outlined progress in health, 
education, media freedom and women’s rights in the country. 

Many other Afghan experts, including some in the U.S. 
military, the intelligence community, and Clinton’s own State 
Department, quietly disagree. They say the U.S. and its 
coalition partners haven’t made sufficient progress training 
self-sufficient Afghan forces, improving governance, curbing 
corruption, and eliminating insurgent safe havens in Pakistan 
to claim that coalition combat forces will be able to withdraw 
from a stable Afghanistan by the end of 2014 as planned. 

Anthony Cordesman of Washington’s Center for Strategic 
and International Studies concluded in June that, “the odds of 
‘success’ in creating a stable, secure, and democratic 
Afghanistan moving towards economic development on a 
national regional basis by 2014 -- or even 2020 -- are less than 
even. If ‘success’ is further defined in terms of adherence to 
modern values of human rights and rule of law, respected 
throughout the country, then the odds of ‘success’ seem bad to 
negligible.” 

‘Difficult Days’ 
Clinton, speaking at the State Department with Afghan 

Foreign Minister Zalmai Rassoul, acknowledged past 
difficulties and the likelihood of more ahead. “These past few 
months in particular have presented obstacles and some 
potential setbacks,” Clinton said, “and we know that difficult 
days lie ahead.” 

Whatever challenges lie ahead, the U.S. will stay the 
course with Afghanistan, Clinton said, noting that 
commitment was “forged in sacrifice.” 

“Just a short time ago, we reached a grim milestone: 
2,000 U.S. troops killed in Afghanistan,” Clinton said. “The 

American people have invested a great deal in Afghanistan’s 
future and, even though our role in Afghanistan is changing, 
this partnership will continue.” 

Insurgent Strength 
About 5,000 insurgents have been reintegrated into civil 

society, an effort that could become a “game-changer if and 
when the political process takes off,” said British Army 
Lieutenant General Adrian Bradshaw, the deputy commander 
of the NATO-led International Security Assistance Force in 
Afghanistan, who spoke to reporters at the Pentagon today by 
satellite. 

He estimated the size of the remaining insurgency at 
30,000 to 35,000, though he said such estimates are “not 
completely reliable.” There is general agreement on that, at 
least, as U.S. officials have said that some insider attacks on 
coalition forces have been carried out by Afghans working for 
the coalition by day and the Taliban by night, much as the 
communist Viet Cong did during the Vietnam War. 

Bradshaw also said coalition and Afghan forces are 
uniting in an effort to crack down on such “green-on-blue” 
attacks. At least 51 coalition troops have died in such attacks 
so far this year, compared with 35 last year, according to ISAF 
in Kabul. 

Bradshaw today at first downplayed the problem, saying 
insider attacks “account for just over 4 percent of our 
casualties.” He subsequently acknowledged that they account 
for about 20 percent of coalition troops killed in action, while 
the 4 percent figure includes troops who were wounded. 

Casualties Decline 
“We are all very seized with the need to grip this 

problem,” he said. “It’s a tragedy when we lose our people for 
any reason. But for this reason it is particularly hurtful, and 
must be incredibly difficult for people to accept or 
understand.” 

Still, Bradshaw said, the total number of coalition 
casualties has been reduced by about 40 percent compared to 
last year, and the coalition remains on track to withdraw all 
combat forces from Afghanistan by the end of 2014. 
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“As we move forward through the security forces 
assistance model, we gradually disengage from the Afghan 
forces and the risk will become less and less,” he said. 

Bradshaw said Afghan President Hamid Karzai held a 
national security council meeting a few weeks ago in which he 
instructed his forces to crack down on the threat of insider 
attacks. 

“This was real leadership right from the top, and it made 
an immediate impact on his people,” Bradshaw said. 

Even so, the insider attacks continue. Two Americans 
were killed over the weekend in a suspected insider attack, 
only two days after joint operations between U.S. and Afghan 
forces were said to be returning to normal. 

‘Morale Threat’ 
Bradshaw said he could offer no more details on the most 

recent attack because it remains under investigation. 
“The threat that this represents to the mission is more of a 

morale threat than a physical threat,” he said. “And that’s why 
we take it very seriously.” 

While saying the mission remains on track, Bradshaw 
stopped short of promising that the insurgency would be 
vanquished by the time coalition combat troops leave. 

“My prognosis is that at the end of 2014, the insurgency 
will be further reduced,” Bradshaw said. “It’ll still be a 
challenge for security forces, but it’s one that I think they will 
be more than adequately able to match.” 
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ASIA – PACIFIC: 
9. Carter: DoD Is 'Walking The Walk' In The Pacific 
(POLITICO 03 OCT 12) ... Kate Brannen 

Deputy Defense Secretary Ash Carter, brushing aside 
critics, made it clear on Wednesday the Pentagon was not just 
“talking the talk” about its new Asia-Pacific strategy. 

“We’re walking the walk,” he told an audience at the 
Woodrow Wilson Center in Washington. “If you don’t believe 
us — watch our steps over the coming months and years.” 

Despite ongoing budget constraints, the Defense 
Department is able to back up its new strategy with resources, 
Carter said, outlining five reasons why the Pentagon believes 
it can deliver. 

First, with the war in Iraq over and operations in 
Afghanistan winding down, “we will release much of our 
military capacity that has been tied up there for other missions 
like fostering peace and strengthening partnerships in the 
Asia-Pacific.” 

For the Navy, this includes surface-combatants, 
amphibious ships and eventually aircraft carriers. The Air 
Force will be able to redeploy unmanned and intelligence and 
surveillance systems, plus bomber, cyber and space forces, 
Carter said. 

“In the Army and Marine Corps, equipment and personnel 
previously committed to Iraq and Afghanistan are available 
for new missions in other regions,” he said. 

Secondly, the Pentagon is investing in new capabilities 
despite the constraints placed on it by last summer’s Budget 
Control Act, Carter said. “President Obama was crystal clear 
and very insistent about this himself during our strategy and 
budget deliberations last winter.” 

To keep its technological edge, the Pentagon is investing 
in weapons like the Virginia-class submarine, anti-submarine 
warfare capabilities, a “new, very stealthy bomber” and the 
KC-46 refueling tanker. 

Thirdly, it’s shifting its posture into the Asia-Pacific 
region. 

“Not just what we have but where we put it is also 
changing,” Carter said. “We’re sending our newest assets to 
the Asia-Pacific region first.” 

By 2020, 60 percent of U.S. naval assets will be 
homeported in the Pacific region. 

The Marine Corps will have up to 2,500 Marines on 
rotation in Australia, and four littoral combat ships will be 
stationed in Singapore, Carter said. 

“We will begin to rotate B-1 bombers into the region, 
augmenting the B-52 bombers already on continuous 
rotation,” he said. The United States has already deployed F-
22 fighters to Japan and will also deploy the F-35 Joint Strike 
Fighter to the region. 

Fourth, the Pentagon is starting to work with China and 
other regional partners. 

Carter cited a recent joint piracy operation conducted in 
the Gulf of Aden and the U.S. Navy’s invitation to China to 
participate in the Rim of the Pacific military exercises in 2014. 
And he highlighted the increased technology sharing and 
defense trade the United States is conducting with India. 

Finally, Carter noted the increased intellectual firepower 
and energy being focused on the region. 

Defense analysts, planners and scientists are all turning 
their attention to the Asia-Pacific region, he said. For example, 
Defense Secretary Leon Panetta now hosts a regular video 
teleconference with Navy Adm. Samuel Locklear, the 
commander of U.S. Pacific Command, headquartered in 
Hawaii. 

And, Carter is conducting a DoD-wide management 
review to make sure the Pentagon executes the Asia-Pacific 
rebalance successfully. 

Still, the new strategy has faced skepticism on Capitol 
Hill and within defense policy circles. 

“There’s been a growing frustration, as many people 
know, up on Capitol Hill that there hasn’t been much clarity 
on our national intents and purposes in Asia as is needed to 
sustain a very, very robust investment plan,” said John Hamre, 
president of the Center for Strategic and International Studies 
at a Sept. 24 conference. “Much of that investment plan is on 
hold until people can figure it out.” 

Congress tasked CSIS last spring to conduct an 
independent assessment of the new Asia-Pacific strategy. 

The unclassified study, released in July, criticized the 
Obama administration for insufficiently explaining how it 
would shift resources to the region, especially given today’s 
budget constraints. 

Hamre, speaking at the conference, said the 
administration “blew it” when they called the new strategy a 
“pivot,” because the United States has been operating in the 
region for a long time. 
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On Wednesday, Carter steered clear of “pivot,” instead citing a “rebalance” in the region. 
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10. Southeast Asian Nations Tackle Maritime Security Issues 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 03 OCT 12) 

MANILA - Senior Southeast Asian foreign ministry 
officials met in the Philippines on Wednesday to try to 
improve maritime cooperation amid sea disputes that threaten 
regional stability. 

Discussions during the three-day ASEAN Maritime 
Forum will focus on maritime security, sea piracy and 
ensuring "freedom of navigation" in the seas they share, the 
foreign department said in a statement. 

ASEAN groups Brunei, Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos, 
Malaysia, Myanmar, the Philippines, Singapore, Thailand and 
Vietnam. 

"The Philippines would like to positively engage our 
partners to discuss cross-cutting maritime issues and explore 
ways and means to enhance activities aimed at bolstering 
maritime security and cooperation in East Asia," said foreign 
department spokesman Raul Hernandez. 

He said a chairman's statement spelling out agreed 
cooperation efforts would be released Thursday after the 
closed-door sessions. 

The officials at the meeting are mostly deputy foreign 
ministers and senior foreign ministry officials. 

The forum is to be expanded Friday to include ASEAN 
partners Australia, China, India, Japan, New Zealand, South 
Korea, Russia and the United States, the department said. 

Japan's delegation is led by deputy minister for foreign 
affairs Koji Tsuruoka, who is expected to deliver a speech on 
Friday. 

One diplomat at the talks said the speech may touch on an 
ongoing dispute with China over a group of islands called 
Senkaku in the East China Sea, which China also claims and 
calls Diaoyu. 

China is also embroiled in territorial disputes with 
Southeast Asian nations over the South China Sea. 

It claims sovereignty over nearly all of the South China 
Sea, which is believed to hold vast amounts of oil and gas, is a 
rich fishing ground and is home to shipping lanes vital to 
global trade. 

But the Philippines, Brunei, Malaysia, Vietnam and 
Taiwan also have claims to parts of the sea, some of them 
overlapping. 

The Philippines and China have been locked in a months-
long diplomatic stand-off over Scarborough Shoal, an outcrop 
of rocks in the South China Sea, which Manila calls the West 
Philippine Sea. 

The Philippines insists the shoal sits well within its 200-
mile exclusive economic zone spelt out under the United 
Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea. 

The nearest major Chinese land mass is 1,200 kilometres 
northwest, according to Philippine navy maps. 

The Chinese embassy in Manila would not release the 
names of its officials attending this week's meeting. 
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11. Osprey Deployment Highlights Japan-U.S. Alliance, But Risks Remain 
(KYODO NEWS 03 OCT 12) 

Okinawa Gov. Hirokazu Nakaima cut a gloomy figure 
Monday as he watched, through binoculars, the U.S. Marine 
Corps' controversy-shrouded MV-22 Osprey aircraft arrive at 
a U.S. base in his small island prefecture, which hosts the bulk 
of U.S. military facilities in Japan. 

After viewing the transport aircraft from the rooftop of 
Okinawa Prefecture's Ginowan city hall, a grim-faced 
Nakaima said to reporters, "Operation (of the Ospreys) at the 
air base surrounded by a residential district is impossible." 

With the controversial tilt-rotor aircraft finally making 
their way to the Marines' Futenma Air Station in Ginowan, 
several hundred residents have stepped up protests over what 
they say is the aircraft's spotty safety record, reinforced by 
crashes in Morocco and Florida in April and June, 
respectively. 

Facing considerable hostility in Okinawa, home to about 
75 percent of all U.S. military facilities in Japan in terms of 
land area, Prime Minister Yoshihiko Noda has asked for local 
consent for the deployment, saying the move has a "great 
bearing on national security." 

Despite the Sept. 19 declaration of the Osprey's safety 
over Japanese skies, Noda's government faces a string of 
challenges before the aircraft are fully operational, as local 
anger over the deployment is not expected to subside anytime 

soon. The government nonetheless has to ensure that the 
deployment is carried out in line with the Japan-U.S. alliance. 

Tomohiko Taniguchi, a former Japanese Foreign Ministry 
spokesman, notes that the Japan-U.S. alliance is currently in a 
"delicate and difficult situation." 

Facing Japan-China tensions over the sovereignty of the 
Japan-controlled Senkaku Islands in the East China Sea, 
political analysts say security ties between Tokyo and 
Washington more than ever need to be cemented. 

Referring to the East Asian region, in which Japan and 
China are key players, Taniguchi said, "In the next couple of 
decades, this part of the world is going to be the most unstable 
part of the world given the rise of China," China's tensions 
with other Asian neighbors, and the presence of Russia. 

Although the United States has refrained from taking 
sides with Japan or China on the Senkaku ownership, Japan's 
key ally has made it clear that its 1960 security treaty with 
Japan will be applied to the Senkakus. 

"The truth of the matter is, there is no other choice but to 
comply as much as possible with U.S. requests," a senior 
Japanese Defense Ministry official said. 

But the use of this rationale for Osprey deployment has 
irked Okinawa officials. One senior Okinawa official said that 
linking the deployment to the Senkaku issue looks like an 
"afterthought." 
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The strident opposition in Okinawa to Osprey operations 
has much to do with the location of the Futenma base. Dubbed 
the "most dangerous" U.S. base in the world, it has yet to be 
relocated within Okinawa from Ginowan, a densely populated 
residential district, to a less populated one in Henoko, Nago, 
as agreed between Tokyo and Washington. But the aircraft's 
deployment is widely feared to only heighten the daily risks 
facing Futenma. 

To replace aging CH-46 transport planes, a total of 24 
Ospreys, with a maximum speed twice that of the CH-46 and a 
flight range more than five times longer, will be deployed by 
2014 at the Futenma base. For now, 12 Ospreys will be 
stationed in Futenma. 

Months earlier, Okinawa officials including Nakaima had 
been resigned to accepting the deployment of the Ospreys. 
After all, it was a "fleet upgrade," as the United States put it, 
and the Japanese government took the stance that it had no 
right to refuse it. 

The turning point came after two overseas Osprey crashes 
this year, with the Morocco incident killing two 
crewmembers. Fears also reverberated outside Okinawa since 
the planes will conduct low-altitude training above three of 
Japan's four main islands -- Honshu, Shikoku and Kyushu. 

Sawako Tarama, a 65-year-old social worker in Okinawa, 
has voiced her worries for the children and teachers at a school 
next to the Futenma base. "I do not understand why the 
Ospreys are coming when there is this much opposition," 
Tarama said. 

In Ginowan, memories of a Marine helicopter crashing 
into a building of the Okinawa International University in 
August 2004 linger. Fortunately no students or other civilians 
were hurt because the university was on summer break. 

A senior Okinawa prefectural official said the deployment 
is no longer an issue that is regarded from a logical viewpoint 
but "a matter of emotions." 

Former Foreign Ministry spokesman Taniguchi pointed 
out that what is "totally lacking from the national debate about 
Ospreys in Japan" are details such as the difference between 
the previous generation of helicopters and the Ospreys and 
also how important it is to deploy the Ospreys in Japan for the 
country's defense. 

Washington went out of its way to allay Japanese public 
concerns about the Ospreys, sharing the findings of their probe 
of the Morocco and Florida crashes which concluded that 
human error was to blame. Safety measures were also released 
then. 

Among them was an agreement to fly Ospreys only in 
vertical take-off and landing mode within the boundaries of 
U.S. facilities and training areas. Past Osprey accidents 
showed that trouble occurred when the planes, which can take 
off and land like a helicopter and cruise like an airplane, fly in 
helicopter mode or when shifting from one mode to another. 

But on Monday and Tuesday, local residents said the 
planes were flying over the densely populated area of 
Ginowan in helicopter mode. 

Ginowan Mayor Atsushi Sakima, who was among the 
witnesses, said, "I cannot trust that (the recent accord on 
Osprey flights) will be observed hereon." 

Critics fear that the latest development calls into questions 
other safety steps agreed such as flying Ospreys no lower than 
500 feet (roughly 150 meters) above ground level during low-
altitude flight training, as stipulated in domestic civil 
aeronautics law, and reducing noise levels. 
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12. Osprey Deployment Could Anger China 
New aircraft able to reach Senkaku Islands from Okinawa 
(JIJI PRESS (JAPAN) 03 OCT 12) 

With the capability of putting foreign troops on its coastal 
areas facing the East China Sea, China is expected to express 
frustration with the deployment of the U.S. Marines' Osprey 
aircraft in Okinawa, sources said. 

On Monday, six MV-22 Ospreys left the Iwakuni base in 
Yamaguchi Prefecture and arrived at the Futenma air station in 
the city of Ginowan, Okinawa Prefecture. Three more Ospreys 
arrived from Iwakuni on Tuesday. 

The vertical takeoff and landing aircraft is far superior in 
flight performance to the CH-46 helicopters the marines 
currently use at the Futenma base. 

China is nervous about the U.S. State Department's 
position that the Senkaku Islands are covered by a provision in 
the Japan-U.S. security treaty that obliges the United States to 
defend Japan in the event of an armed attack on territories 
under Japan's jurisdiction. 

The deployment of the Osprey, which will replace the 
CH-46 helicopters, is expected to add fuel to Beijing's anger, 
the sources said. 

A total of 12 Ospreys were transported to the Iwakuni 
base from the United States in late July ahead of their 
deployment to Futenma. 

According to sources in the Defense Ministry, some of the 
Ospreys still at the Iwakuni base need additional maintenance, 

including replacement of some parts. The transfer of the 
remaining aircraft to Okinawa may be delayed depending on 
when the replacement parts arrive from the U.S., the sources 
said. 

"The Osprey will enable us to more effectively perform 
humanitarian assistance, disaster relief operations and fulfill 
other roles critical to the U.S.-Japan alliance," U.S. Defense 
Secretary Leon Panetta said at a news conference in Tokyo in 
mid-September. 

The aircraft is "important to the defense of Japan," 
providing twice the speed, three times the payload and four 
times the range compared with the CH-46 helicopters, he said. 

The Osprey's combat radius, or the maximum distance 
that it can complete a combat mission and return to base, is 
about 600 km, much farther than the 140-km range of the CH-
46. 

This means that the Osprey can reach Uotsuri, one of the 
Senkaku Islands, which is some 410 km from Okinawa Island. 
Recently, patrol vessels of the Chinese government have been 
frequently spotted in these areas. 

The Osprey can be refueled in midair, with a single 
refueling extending the combat radius to 1,100 km, enabling 
the aircraft to cover Seoul, Taiwan and East China Sea coastal 
regions of China, including Shanghai, where the Chinese 
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Navy has a key base, and Zhejiang Province, according to 
sources in the U.S. military. 

After the completion of the Osprey deployment to 
Futenma, they will be used to conduct low-altitude nighttime 
exercises and transport troops, assuming possible emergencies 
in the Taiwan Strait and on the Korean Peninsula. 

In the exercises, the Osprey is expected to fly between 
Aomori and Yamagata, Aomori and Fukushima, Niigata and 

Nagano, and the Kii Peninsula and Shikoku, as well as a route 
over Kyushu and another over the Okinawa-Amami region. 
The Iwakuni base and Camp Fuji in Gotenba, Shizuoka 
Prefecture, will be used as base facilities for the exercises. 

When it conducts training in Hokkaido, Miyagi and 
Shizuoka prefectures, the U.S. Marines are also considering 
using the Osprey to transport personnel between Okinawa and 
the training sites. 
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SECNAV AWARDS: 
13. SECNAV Honors Leadership In Energy And Water Efficiency 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 03 OCT 12) ... Assistant Secretary of the Navy Energy, Installations and Environment Public Affairs 

WASHINGTON -- Eight Department of the Navy (DoN) 
commands were recognized for exemplary achievements at the 
annual Secretary of the Navy Energy and Water Management 
Awards ceremony Oct. 3, held at the U.S. Navy Memorial and 
Naval Heritage Center. 

Secretary of the Navy Ray Mabus recognized select 
commands for leading the DoN in reducing energy and water 
consumption, increasing use of renewable energy sources and 
constructing sustainable facilities, all while maintaining 
mission readiness. 

"These awards demonstrate the progress that we have 
made in the last three and a half years to change the way we 
think about and the way we produce and use energy," said 
Mabus. "We are working towards these energy goals to help 
us become a more effective military force to help us 
accomplish the mission that the nation gives us." 

The DoN is cultivating a culture of energy efficiency on 
shore and at sea resulting in enhanced energy readiness and 
innovation. DoN is a widely recognized leader in renewable 
energy production. Equivalent of 19 percent of DoN shore 
electricity consumption comes from alternative sources. 

Eight Navy and Marine Corps commands were 
recognized for exemplary energy and water savings which 
resulted in combined energy savings in 2011 of more than 
418,500 million British thermal units (MBtu), enough energy 
for more than 4,144 homes for an entire year. The commands 
brought new renewable energy systems on line that produce 
48,700 MBtu per year, equal to the energy requirements of 
482 homes per year. Water savings were more than 37.5 
million gallons, equivalent to 57 Olympic-size swimming 
pools. Cost avoidance in 2011 topped more than $16.7 
million. 

This year's Navy and Marine Corps energy and water 
management award winners are: 

 Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam, Hawaii: Navy 
Large Shore Category 

 Naval Air Station Sigonella, Italy: Navy Small Shore 
Category 

 Marine Corps Base Camp Pendleton, Calif.: Marine 
Corps Large Shore Category 

 Marine Corps Logistics Base Albany, Ga.: Marine 
Corps Small Shore Category 

 Naval Undersea Warfare Center Division Keyport, 
Wash.: Other Shore Category 

 USS Makin Island (LHD 8): Large Ship Category 

 USS Philippine Sea (CG 58): Medium Ship Category 

 USS Klakring (FFG 42): Small Ship Category 
Navy commands undergo a rigorous evaluation of their 

overall energy and water management performance and are 
ranked according to a system of SECNAV award winners, 
then platinum, gold or blue level of achievement. Ten 
platinum, 51 gold and 36 blue commands were also 
recognized during the ceremony. 

Mabus emphasized DoN's aggressive energy and water 
consumption goals laid out three years ago. These five goals 
strengthen the strategic, tactical and operational capabilities of 
the Navy and Marine Corps while enhancing environmental 
stewardship: 

The DoN's five energy goals are: 

 Increase Alternative Energy Use DoN-Wide: By 
2020, 50 percent of total DoN energy consumption 
will come from alternative sources; 

 Sail the "Great Green Fleet": DoN demonstrated a 
Green Strike Group in local operations in 2012 and 
will sail it by 2016; 

 Reduce Non-Tactical Petroleum Use: By 2015; 
DoN will reduce petroleum use in the commercial 
vehicle fleet by 50 percent; 

 Energy Ashore: By 2020, DoN will produce at least 
50 percent of shore-based energy requirements from 
alternative sources; 50 percent of DoN installations 
will be net-zero; and 

 Energy Efficient Acquisition: Evaluation of energy 
factors will be mandatory when awarding contracts 
for systems and buildings. 

"We have energy goals that we want to achieve and 
because of the courage, bold actions and innovations of our 
winners today, we will achieve these goals," said Mabus. "We 
are on the path to create a new energy future that will increase 
the security of this country because that is what the U.S. Navy 
and U.S. Marine Corps have always done." 
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PERSONNEL: 
14. Chairman Of Joint Chiefs Speaks At Bangor 
(KITSAP (WA) SUN 03 OCT 12) ... Ed Friedrich 

BANGOR — Transitions are coming to the armed forces, 
but if service members stick together, everything will be fine, 
President Barack Obama's top military adviser said during a 
town hall meeting Wednesday at Naval Base Kitsap-Bangor. 

Army Gen. Martin Dempsey, chairman of the Joint Chiefs 
of Staff, told about 300 Sailors and Marines at Bangor Plaza 
when he was a young soldier he believed leaders knew 
everything. 

"They really don't know," he said. "The one thing I can 
tell you is we're going to be OK because of you. As long as we 
continue to keep the trust, we'll be able to handle whatever the 
world can throw at us." 

Dempsey visited the Northwest this week, meeting 
business leaders Monday in Seattle, touring Bangor on 
Tuesday and Joint Base Lewis-McChord on Thursday. 

The military is shifting away from deploying to the 
Middle East for combat to performing missions besides 
counterinsurgency, he said. Twelve years and two days ago, 
the USS Independence was sent to the Persian Gulf after Iraq 
invaded Kuwait, the first time an American aircraft carrier had 
been there since 1974. We've never left. 

"We've been focusing like a laser beam on Afghanistan 
and Iraq, one deployment after another," said the four-star 
general. "What are we going to do with more time?" 

The transition hasn't affected the Navy yet. In fact, 
deployments have speeded up, and Dempsey acknowledged 
Bremerton-based carrier USS John C. Stennis returning to the 
Middle East early. 

"Because of potential tensions in the Gulf, we've floated 
about as much of the force as we can," he said. 

One submariner brought up manning concerns, saying 
there aren't enough trained Sailors, retention is poor and his 
sub had to borrow people from its other crew to go to sea. 

"I'll carry it back (to the chief of naval operations)," 
Dempsey said. "We've been asking so much of all the services. 
We're more forward-deployed than we've been in a long time." 

Another submariner posed the same question to Dempsey, 
"What are we going to do with all the time (after deployments 
slow down)?" 

"Here's my promise, you're not going to be bored," said 
Dempsey, who has been chairman a year. "We'll find you 
something to do. We've been pushing pretty hard. We need a 
better pace over the long haul." 

The military will be leaner in coming years. If Congress 
can't agree on a deficit-reduction plan by Jan. 1, the military 
will need to cut $600 billion over 10 years. Even if 
sequestration is avoided, defense budgets will still be smaller. 

"We have to find ways to make ourselves more 
affordable," said Dempsey, who toured the Trident ballistic 
submarine USS Maine before the meeting. 

One way to become more affordable is to cut personnel. 
The Navy and Air Force have been "resizing" for 10 years. 
They won't lose many more members, Dempsey said, but 
100,000 soldiers and Marines could go. 

Dempsey said he came Tuesday to thank the soldiers and 
Marines for their service and tell them to keep the faith. 

"Do you want to serve your country when it's on autopilot 
or when it really matters?" he asked. "If (the latter) is the case, 
you've arrived." 
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SUBMARINES: 
15. Submarine Force Makes Case For New Sub 
Navy leaders say replacing Ohio-class submarines is critical 
(NEW LONDON DAY 03 OCT 12) ... Jennifer McDermott 

The leaders of the submarine force typically discuss the 
importance of building a new class of ballistic-missile 
submarines privately, but now they are making a more public 
case. 

Nearly all of the senior officers attending a classified 
conference on undersea warfare technology at the Naval 
Submarine Base in Groton last week spoke about how critical 
it is to replace the aging Ohio-class boats, Rear Adm. Barry 
Bruner said Wednesday. 

Bruner, the director of undersea warfare, wrote a blog to 
coincide with the conference that was aimed at people who 
don't know a lot about the construction program, or even about 
the military. In it, Bruner outlined the basic details of the plans 
because, he said, "We have to have that submarine." 

"The audience is really everybody, the American public. 
If they know anything about the Ohio replacement, they know 
something they saw in that Gene Hackman movie," he said, 
referring to "Crimson Tide," the 1995 film that featured a 
ballistic-missile submarine. "But that's not reality. So I'd like 

the public to understand what the Ohio replacement does, why 
it's important." 

The educational effort was launched at a time when all of 
the shipbuilding programs face cuts, given the fiscal 
environment and the fact that sequestration is looming on the 
horizon. The $1.2 trillion in automatic spending cuts known as 
sequestration will take effect Jan. 1 if Congress does not act to 
prevent it. 

The ballistic-missile submarine, which Electric Boat is 
designing, could be a prime target for budget cutters because 
of its price tag — the Navy estimates that building the 12 
submarines will cost $78 billion. The program was delayed 
two years, which Bruner said was a financial decision. 

"Even without sequestration, the budget is going to 
continue to come down," he said. "I think what that means is, 
we have to be ever more deliberate and focused in what we 
invest in, and in my mind that makes it even more important 
that we invest in the Ohio replacement." 
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The two-year delay, Bruner said, "took away any 
flexibility we might have in the future, so we can't slide it any 
more to the right." 

The sea-based "leg" of the nuclear triad is considered the 
most able to survive a nuclear attack. Under the new Strategic 
Arms Reduction Treaty, submarines will carry about 70 
percent of the nuclear arsenal instead of 50 percent. Bruner 
said survivability is the "biggest single thing the Ohio 
replacement brings to the nation's defense." 

"No matter what a potential adversary might do, no matter 
what kind of surprise they might have, they will not be able to 
escape the fact we could attack them back if they attack us 
first," Bruner said. 

The Navy has said 12 submarines will serve as a credible 
deterrent. The current fleet of 14 Ohio-class boats — after 
operating for 42 years, about a decade longer than their design 
specifies — will retire one per year starting in 2027. 

The force will drop to 10 — at the same time that there 
are fewer attack submarines in the fleet because those 

submarines are retiring, too, and while the Navy is trying out 
the new class of ballistic-missile submarines. 

The Navy plans to wait to do the major maintenance work 
on the ballistic-missile submarines, Bruner said, but that work 
will need to be done eventually so the number can't stay at 10. 

"There's no risk as long as nothing unexpected happens, 
and certainly we will operate to ensure nothing unexpected 
does happen," Bruner said. 

He said they are continuing to look for ways to control 
costs without sacrificing the capabilities the submarine would 
need to be effective until near the end of the century. It will 
have a reactor core that never needs to be refueled, 16 missile 
tubes and features that make it stealthier than its predecessor, 
Bruner said. 

"The submarine isn't just another copy of the Ohio," he 
said. "It is being designed to take us a lot further than the 
current class could, or would." 
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SURFACE FLEET: 
16. Navy's Newest, LHA-6, A Dead End For Amphibious Ships? 
(AOL DEFENSE 03 OCT 12) ... Sydney J. Freedberg Jr. 

The Navy will christen its newest amphibious warfare 
ship in Pascagoula, Miss. on Oct. 20th. The boldly-named, $3 
billion America is a major departure from past designs -- and, 
quietly, the Navy has decided not to build many more like it in 
the future. 

The Chief of Naval Operations himself, Adm. Jonathan 
Greenert, has said that getting more amphibs in the fleet is his 
"biggest shipbuilding concern." But the Navy is only building 
two vessels to the LHA-6 blueprint, America itself and LHA-7 
Tripoli, for which shipbuilder Huntington-Ingalls recently 
received a fixed-price contract. Subsequent LHAs will revert 
to a more traditional design. 

At issue is LHA-6's and -7's lack of what's called a "well 
deck." Most amphibs have a large compartment they can flood 
partway with water, with a door in the stern of the ship that 
can be lowered to let smaller vessels in and out. That makes 
for easy loading and unloading of the amphibious armored 
vehicles, hovercraft, and other landing craft that carry Marines 
and their heavy gear ashore. Otherwise such small craft have 
to tie up alongside the big ships while equipment is lowered 
by cranes and troops climb down rope ladders, a slow, 
laborious, and dangerous process, as the military learned in 
World War II. Since then, well decks have become a defining 
feature of the amphibious fleet -- but they take up a lot of 
room. 

Meanwhile, aircraft have become ever more important to 
Marine Corps operations. Older ships were designed to carry 
conventional helicopters like the CH-46 and the Marine 
Corps's Harrier "jump jet," but their successors -- the V-22 
Osprey tilt-rotor and the F-35B version of the Joint Strike 
Fighter -- are much larger machines that take up much more 
space. So when the Navy looked at replacing its aging LHA-1 
Tarawa class ships, it decided to sacrifice the well deck to 
better accommodate aircraft. 

The result is what any other navy would simply call an 
aircraft carrier. At 844 feet long and 45,000 tons displacement, 

LHA-6 America is only slightly smaller than the Russian-
made Varyagnow in Chinese service and significantly larger 
than the French carrier Charles de Gaulle (neither of which 
has a well deck, either). Only the U.S. Navy, with its 1,000-
foot-long, 100,000-ton Nimitzclass, would consider the 
America a small carrier. 

Ships of LHA-6's size have proven useful in all sorts of 
operations, notably last year's intervention in Libya, when the 
amphibious ship USS Kearsage led U.S. air operations in the 
absence of a Nimitz-class ship. Kearsage, designated LHD-3, 
is a traditional amphib design with a large well deck, which 
was idle in the air-only operations against Gaddhafi. In the 
same scenario, LHA-6 could provide more airpower in an 
equivalently sized package. 

The problem is, of course, that not all or even most future 
operations will be like Libya in 2011. The whole point of 
having a Marine Corps is so they can go ashore. Modern 
Marine tactics de-emphasize storming the beach in landing 
craft a la Tarawa in World War II and instead focus on 
bypassing enemy defenses by flying forces deep inland. (That 
mission drove the V-22's unique design). But landing craft are 
still essential, less for the first wave ashore than to sustain the 
operation with bulk supplies and heavy equipment -- trucks, 
artillery, tanks -- that aircraft can carry only in small amounts 
or not at all. And if landing craft are essential, then so is the 
well deck. 

So this February, after months of study, the Marine Corps 
Commandant and the Chief of Naval Operations signed an 
official memorandum of agreement that restores the well deck 
to LHA-8 and subsequent ships. A modification of the LHA-6 
America design, LHA-8 will have a slightly smaller hanger 
than the America and a slightly smaller well deck than past 
amphibs like the Kearsage. (A redesign of the "island" 
structure will free up more room on LHA-8's flight deck to do 
maintenance on V-22s, compensating for some of the hanger 
space lost inside the ship). 



 18

Four years ago this September, before the keel was even 
laid for LHA-6, a former Marine named Bob Work -- now 
undersecretary of the Navy -- said there were big questions 
about the design. "Will it become the standard, or will it 
become only a niche capability?"Work said to National 

Defense magazine. The answer is now clearly, "niche." LHA-
6 might count as a carrier in any other navy, but in the U.S. 
fleet, it is a highly specialized and not entirely happy 
compromise between the massive airpower of the Nimitz class 
and the flexibility of the traditional Marine amphibious ship. 
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17. Destroyer Named For SEAL Hero To Be Commissioned 
El Cajon native to skipper the Michael Murphy 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 03 OCT 12) ... Jeanette Steele 

The Navy on Saturday will commission a destroyer 
named for a Navy SEAL awarded a posthumous Medal of 
Honor for combat in Afghanistan. 

The ceremony for the Michael Murphy, hull number 
DDG 112, will be held in New York City. 

The ship's first skipper is El Cajon native Cmdr. Thomas 
E. Shultz. The Murphy is expected to be stationed in Hawaii. 

New York native Lt. Michael P. Murphy led a four-man 
team on a mission called Operation Red Wings on June 28, 
2005. The SEAL team was assigned to find a key Taliban 
leader in the mountainous terrain near Asadabad, Afghanistan. 

They came under fire from a much larger enemy force 
with a superior tactical position. Mortally wounded while 

exposing himself to enemy fire, Murphy knowingly left his 
covered position to get a clear signal in order to call for 
support, according to the Navy account of the battle. 

Murphy was the first person to be awarded the Medal of 
Honor for actions in Afghanistan, and the first member of the 
U.S. Navy to receive the award since the Vietnam War. 

The Murphy has a crew of 279 officers and enlisted 
sailors. The 9,200-ton ship was built by General Dynamics 
Bath Iron Works, Maine. The ship is 509 feet in length. Four 
gas-turbine engines will power the ship to speeds in excess of 
30 knots. 
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18. Navy Crew Visits Long Island Grave Of Honored SEAL Murphy 
(NEWSDAY (LONG ISLAND) 03 OCT 12) ... Martin C Evans 

Antonio Spain knelt in the wet grass at the grave of slain 
Navy SEAL Michael Murphy, raised a camera to his eyes and 
snapped a photo of the tombstone Tuesday at Calverton 
National Cemetery. 

Spain, a Navy cook who serves on the new destroyer USS 
Michael Murphy, had heard stories of the heroism with which 
its namesake fought in Afghanistan's lawless mountains. 

So when Spain and about 100 of his shipmates heard that 
Murphy's parents had invited crew members to visit their son's 
grave, they gave up a day of sightseeing in Manhattan to learn 
more about the Patchogue SEAL, whose sacrifice earned him 
the nation's highest honor. 

Riding in two motor coaches, the crew members visited a 
Department of Veterans Affairs hospital where Murphy's 
mother, Maureen Murphy, works, placed 19 Hawaiian leis on 
Murphy's grave, attended a ceremony at the cemetery, where a 
road was renamed in Murphy's honor, and later attended a 
picnic at Michael P. Murphy Beach on Lake Ronkonkoma. 

"I never knew him, but I heard different stories about him 
that touched me," said Spain, 38, a petty officer first class who 
helps supervise 13 cooks, among other duties. "I knew I would 
have some junior guys, and that knowing about him would 
help me teach them." 

Murphy, 29, was leading a four-member team of SEALs 
in pursuit of a high-level Taliban operative when his team was 
surrounded near the Pakistani border on June 28, 2005. 
Murphy sacrificed himself in an attempt to get help, an action 
that posthumously earned him the nation's highest military 
award — the Medal of Honor — in 2007. 

Last year, the Navy named a 510-foot destroyer after 
Murphy. The ship, which bears the name "Michael Murphy" 
across its broad stern, is in town for its commissioning into the 
Navy Saturday at a Hudson River berth adjacent to the 
Intrepid Sea, Air and Space Museum. 

Ships' names are much more than cosmetic adornments on 
broad slabs of steel, Navy officials say. 

Rather, ship commanders urge their crew to take 
inspiration from the spirit of their ship's namesake, said Rear 
Adm. Garry Bonelli, deputy commander of the Navy's Special 
Warfare Command. 

"Part of the shipboard indoctrination will be to have them 
know who Michael Murphy was," said San Diego-based 
Bonelli, who joined the crew members Tuesday at Murphy's 
grave. "His spirit is going to live in all these kids. What he did. 
What he meant to the Navy." 
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CONGRESS / BUDGET: 
19. Gang Of Eight Will Talk Defense, Too 
(POLITICO 04 OCT 12) ... Kate Brannen 

When the Gang of Eight meets next week in secret to 
hash out a plan to avoid the looming fiscal cliff, defense will 
definitely be on the table. 

But the really contentious issues will be taxes and 
entitlement reform. 

“In any of these negotiations, defense is not the first thing 
people are talking about,” said Gordon Adams, who oversaw 
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defense budgets at the White House Office of Management 
and Budget during the Clinton administration. “People are 
talking about Medicare and revenues.” 

But if — and once — those thornier issues get solved, the 
defense budget will surely be scoured for additional cuts. 

“Defense and domestic discretionary spending are 
residuals, and they will be adjusted to fit whatever the overall 
package looks like,” Adams said. 

This approach resembles the original Gang of Six 
proposal from a year ago that included cuts to the defense 
budget beyond the $487 billion mandated by the Budget 
Control Act. 

Defense will also be on the table because the group 
doesn’t have any big-time defense hawks. 

A few members are strong defense and aerospace 
advocates, but no one has said: Defense is off the table. 

This is unlike Sen. Jon Kyl (R-Ariz.), who said last year 
that he would quit the congressional supercommittee if it 
recommended more cuts to the defense budget. Defense, in his 
view, had contributed enough already to deficit reduction. 

Instead, in the Gang of Six, there is Sen. Tom Coburn (R-
Okla.), who has advocated for defense cuts on a scale even 
larger than sequestration would mandate. 

Last summer, he released his own 624-page deficit-
reduction plan called “Back in Black,” calling for about $1 
trillion in defense cuts phased in over time. 

To reach the target, Coburn recommended everything 
from closing military elementary schools to increasing 
TRICARE health care fees to reducing the number of aircraft 
carriers from 11 to 10. 

“The Department of Defense can — and must — play a 
role in bringing our budgets into balance,” Coburn said in his 
report. 

Others in the gang share his feelings. 
Four of the original Gang of Six members served on 

President Barack Obama’s National Commission on Fiscal 
Responsibility and Reform, best known simply as the 
Simpson-Bowles commission, named after its co-chairmen — 
former Sen. Alan Simpson (R-Wyo.) and Erskine Bowles, a 
White House chief of staff for President Bill Clinton. 

Along with Coburn, Sens. Kent Conrad (D-N.D.), Dick 
Durbin (D-Ill.) and Mike Crapo (R-Idaho.) served on the 
commission and voted for its final recommendations, which 
included deeper defense cuts. 

The final report broadly outlined $4 trillion in deficit-
reduction measures over the next 10 years, including a mix of 
tax increases, spending cuts and entitlement reforms. 

For defense, the Simpson-Bowles plan lacked specifics 
and instead outlined overall discretionary spending caps. 
Analysts have estimated the defense cuts would fall between 
$800 billion and $1 trillion over the next decade. 

The plan, though, never got very far because it failed to 
win the 14 votes needed for approval. 

Still, at least of half of the new Gang of Eight are on the 
record supporting deeper defense cuts. And the Simpson-
Bowles plan is a very likely framework for next week’s 
discussions. 

Or, the Gang of Eight could turn to the plan offered by 
former Sen. Pete Domenici (R-N.M.) and Alice Rivlin, a 
director of the White House Office of Management and 
Budget during the Clinton administration. 

Both say the defense budget could be cut further without 
harming to national security. 

With so many plans out there, some are beginning to 
wonder what actually goes on during these discussions. 

“The research stage of sequester has been over for a long 
time,” Adams said. “Frankly, I don’t know what they talk 
about when they get together. They’ve been talking about this 
for 18 months.” 

When the Gang of Six met last year to propose a plan to 
avert the debt ceiling crisis, members agreed to about $800 
billion in cuts to the defense budget as part of a bigger deficit-
reduction deal. 

House Armed Services Committee Chairman Buck 
McKeon (R-Calif.) forcefully objected to the senators' plan, 
saying in a memo to his committee members that cuts of that 
scale would jeopardize national security. 

McKeon’s objections highlight the biggest hurdle for the 
Gang of Eight: getting House Republicans on board after the 
Nov. 6 elections. 

Any deal needs buy-in from House Republicans and 
House Democrats, so why not invite some House members to 
join the group, one defense lobbyist suggested. 

Whatever the Gang of Eight comes up with, it will 
probably include some cuts to defense, although probably not 
as deep as sequestration, said Todd Harrison, a defense budget 
analyst at the Center for Strategic and Budgetary Assessments. 

“If it included cuts as deep as sequestration, it probably 
wouldn’t pass Congress,” he predicted. 

Defense hawks wouldn't support it. 
“But if it doesn’t include some additional cuts in defense 

spending, it probably wouldn’t pass either because of the 
fiscal hawks, who are focused on reducing spending,” 
Harrison said. “I think you’ll end up with something in 
between sequestration and the current trajectory.” 
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BUSINESS: 
20. Boeing Wins $1.9 Billion Contract In Pentagon’s Year-End Surge 
(BLOOMBERG GOVERNMENT 04 OCT 12) ... Brendan McGarry 

Boeing Co., the world’s biggest aerospace company, won 
the largest Pentagon contract in September as military awards 
surged in the final month of the government’s fiscal year. 

The Sept. 21 contract for P-8 maritime patrol planes was 
valued at $1.9 billion. It topped a list of more than 670 awards 
the Defense Department announced in September, with a 

combined potential value of $44.9 billion, according to data 
compiled by Bloomberg. 

The month’s total rose 70 percent from the $26.5 billion 
in 380-plus awards disclosed in August, reflecting the 
traditional end-of-year rush to complete deals. Still, the value 
of weapons awards and other contracts most relevant to 
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military vendors lagged from the previous year, according to 
Michael Lewis, an analyst at Lazard Capital Markets. 

The “year-end budget flush was not as strong as some 
companies had expected,” he wrote in a Sept. 30 note to 
clients. “Budget uncertainty is the primary culprit.” 

Procurement offices remain “in flux,” pending the 
outcome of the Nov. 6 presidential election and the debate 
over $1.2 trillion in automatic budget cuts scheduled to begin 
Jan. 2 under last year’s deficit-reduction legislation, Lewis 
said. 

Lockheed Martin Corp., the world’s biggest defense 
contractor, won the second-largest contract announced last 
month, a $1.85 billion deal with the U.S. Air Force to upgrade 
145 of Taiwan’s F-16 fighter jets. The improvements are the 
“most advanced” and include new radar, global-positioning 
and radar systems, Jeff Babione, a Lockheed vice president, 
said in a release. 

AmerisourceBergen Corp., a drug-distributor based in 
Chesterbrook, Pennsylvania, received the third- and fourth-
largest awards in September. The two agreements with the 
Defense Logistics Agency were among five that totaled $3.6 
billion, the most awarded to any single company during the 
month. The work involves supplying Tricare, the Pentagon’s 
health program. 

A unit of Royal Dutch Shell Plc, based in the Hague, 
Netherlands, received the fifth-largest award, a $1.36 billion 
agreement from the Defense Logistics Agency for fuel. It was 
one of more than a dozen energy awards totaling more than $5 
billion. 

Lazard’s Lewis analyzed Pentagon contracts that 
excluded fuel or drugs and those deals without immediate 
funding. That subset of agreements totaled $19.1 billion in 
September, a 13.4 percent decline from the same month a year 
ago, he wrote. 

Weaker demand for contractors’ products and services 
may “weigh on shares” through the end of the year, Lewis 
said. He has a neutral rating on seven defense companies, 
including Bethesda, Maryland-based Lockheed and Falls 
Church, Virginia-based General Dynamics Corp. 

Boeing will supply the U.S. Navy with 11 P-8s under the 
terms of the deal, bringing the number of production aircraft 

on contract to 24, according to Charles Ramey, a company 
spokesman. The work under the latest agreement is scheduled 
to be completed by May 2015. 

The Navy plans to spend a total of $34.4 billion through 
2018 on 122 of the P-8 Poseidon planes, according to a 
December 2011 Pentagon document. The aircraft are designed 
to replace Lockheed’s P-3 Orion aircraft, which are used to 
hunt submarines and collect intelligence. 

Boeing in 2004 won a competition to build a replacement 
for the Navy’s fleet of the 1960s-era, propeller-driven P-3s 
made by Lockheed. Boeing’s P-8 twin-engine plane is based 
on its 737 commercial aircraft. 

Boeing also may sell as many as 75 of the planes 
overseas, Ramey said in a telephone interview. The company 
in January plans to deliver the first of eight planes to India, he 
said. Australia also has expressed an interest in buying the 
aircraft, he said. 

“There are definitely other countries that we’ve had 
conversations with,” said Ramey, who declined to identify the 
nations. “We see a market out there.” 

The P-8 aircraft will support the Pentagon’s strategic shift 
to the Asia-Pacific region. The Navy will deploy the first 
squadron to the region in late 2013, according to Lieutenant 
Courtney Hillson, a Pentagon spokeswoman. 

Pentagon Awards $45 Billion in September Contracts 
The U.S. Defense Department announced more than 670 

contracts with a combined potential value of $44.9 billion in 
September, according to data compiled by Bloomberg. 

Top five contract awards in September, by value 

 Boeing -- Navy, P-8 Poseidon planes, $1.9 billion 

 Lockheed Martin -- Air Force, Foreign sale of F-16 
jets, $1.85 billion 

 AmerisourceBergen -- Defense Logistics Agency, 
Pharmaceuticals, $1.77 billion 

 AmerisourceBergen -- Defense Logistics Agency, 
Pharmaceuticals, $1.42 billion 

 Royal Dutch Shell Plc -- Defense Logistics Agency, 
Fuel, $1.36 billion 

Source: U.S. Defense Department 
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VOTING: 
21. Military Absentee Ballot Requests Plummet From 2008 
(WASHINGTON TIMES 03 OCT 12) ... Shaun Waterman 

The number of U.S. military personnel registering for 
absentee voting is down sharply since the 2008 election, and 
with registration deadlines approaching fast, advocates say 
there is a real danger that many of the nation’s men and 
women in uniform may not have a chance to vote at all. 

In Virginia, for instance, only 5,263 ballots had been 
requested by military voters as of Sept. 22, compared with 
20,738 in 2008, according to state figures compiled by the 
Military Voter Protection Project. 

“The people who are on the front lines defending freedom 
are in danger of having their voices silenced,” project founder 
Eric Eversole said. 

He laid the blame squarely at the feet of the Pentagon, 
saying “it’s down to bureaucratic inertia. There’s a lack of any 
strong structure that encourages service members to vote. 

“These numbers show that military members throughout 
the force are still struggling to register and request an absentee 
ballot.” 

Mr. Eversole noted that the first state deadlines for 
absentee voting registration are next week. 

In Ohio and Florida, Tuesday is the deadline for 
registration. In Virginia, the deadlines are Oct. 15 for 
registration and Oct. 30 for requesting an absentee ballot. 

However, the limitations of the military postal system 
mean that ballots from overseas, especially in war zones, often 
have to be mailed weeks in advance of Election Day. 
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Pentagon officials defended their efforts to help military 
personnel register and vote, as mandated by federal law. The 
efforts are vital because even troops stationed in the United 
States often vote absentee. 

Military voting is complicated because states have 
different deadlines, procedures and services, creating a 
confusing patchwork of rules that any military voter has to 
negotiate. 

“We have an aggressive, robust outreach effort going on 
right now to reach service members and educate them about 
how to exercise their right to vote,” said Navy Cmdr. Leslie 
Hull-Ryde, a Pentagon spokeswoman. 

“There are multiple resources available to help them,” 
Cmdr. Hull-Ryde said, including specially trained voting 
assistance officers in every unit and a special Pentagon 
website and call center where personnel can get advice on how 
to register in their home states. 

“There is still time for military voters to participate in this 
election,” she said. “It is critical that [service members] check 
the registration deadline for their state.” 

Mr. Eversole expressed disbelief, and noted: “The 
deadlines are quickly approaching, and the numbers are still 
well, well below where they were in the last cycle.” 

“When do they think these requests are going to come 
in?” he said. 

The Pentagon says the lower level of absentee 
registrations reflects the smaller number of U.S. troops 
deployed overseas compared with four years ago. Officials say 
they have established more than 200 special offices on bases 
where troops can get help. 

These offices and the specially trained voting assistance 
officers in every unit provided advice and assistance to more 
than 500,000 service members in the first six months of the 
year, said Pentagon spokesman George Little. 

Mr. Little took “strong issue” with the Military Voter 
Protection Project’s numbers. 

“The data in that report, we believe, is quite old and 
doesn’t take into effect recent developments that we’ve 
undertaken,” he said. 

Mr. Eversole defended his numbers, which he said he first 
compiled nationwide at the end of August and has updated for 
several states since. 

“The newest data continues to show a significant drop-off 
in the number of ballots requested,” he said. 

For example, during the entire 2008 election, Ohio's 
military and other absentee voters requested 32,334 ballots. 
But only 9,707 — less than a third — had done so for the 2012 
election as of Sept. 22. 

The deadline in Ohio to request an absentee ballot is Nov. 
3. 

Part of the problem in assessing the competing claims is 
that it is hard to perform an “apples to apples” comparison. 

As Election Day draws near, many states do not have the 
time or resources to parse out military voters from other 
absentee and overseas registrants. 

Moreover, in 2008, there was no incumbent, which tends 
to front-load registrations as both parties’ supporters register 
early to vote in the primaries. 

Added Mr. Little: “It’s important to remember that the 
number of deployed service members, especially in the war 
zones, has declined significantly” since 2008. 

The Virginia National Guard, for instance, has all of its 
members home for the first time in 10 years this year. 

“That assertion fails to recognize that most military 
members, even when they’re in the United States, have to vote 
absentee,” Mr. Eversole said. 

He accused the military of “trying to misdirect attention 
from the real issue, which is they are not in compliance with 
federal law.” 

The 2009 Military and Overseas Voter Empowerment Act 
ordered the military to set up a special voting-assistance office 
at every U.S. base around the world, to make sure troops can 
negotiate the patchwork of state registration and absentee 
voting requirements, and get their ballots mailed in time. 

Last month, the Pentagon inspector general released a 
report saying investigators had been unable to contact voting 
assistance offices at more than half of the U.S. military’s 229 
bases around the globe. Officials said they were using 
outdated contact information. 

Defense Secretary Leon E. Panetta “believes, along with 
the rest of the department’s leaders, that it is vitally important 
for our service members and their families who have made 
great sacrifices in defense of this democracy to have their 
voice heard in this election,” Mr. Little said this week. 

Some supporters of Republican presidential nominee Mitt 
Romney have accused the Obama administration of trying to 
stymie military voting, which usually is assessed to be more 
conservative than the general population. 

Mr. Eversole dismissed that suggestion. 
“I don’t buy that,” he said. “This issue long predates the 

current administration,” and has been characteristic of the 
Pentagon under control of both parties. 

Mr. Eversole noted that the turnout among military voters 
in 2008 was 30 percent, less than half of the turnout in the 
population as a whole, but he declined to speculate about 
whether that number would be lower this year. 

“I’m working every day to prove myself wrong, getting 
these guys to register and vote,” he said. “My hope is that we 
can right the ship, but we’re running out of time.” 
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BOOKS: 
22. Book: Obama Hoped To Try Bin Laden, If Captured 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 03 OCT 12) ... Kimberly Dozier 

WASHINGTON— A new book says President Barack 
Obama hoped to put Osama bin Laden on trial, showing the 
U.S. commitment to due process under law, if the al-Qaida 
leader had surrendered during a U.S. raid in Pakistan last year. 

In "The Finish," journalist Mark Bowden quotes the 
president as saying he thought he would be in a strong 
political position to argue in favor of giving bin Laden the full 
rights of a criminal defendant if bin Laden went on trial for 
masterminding the Sept. 11 attacks. 
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But Bowden says Obama expected bin Laden to go down 
fighting. A team of Navy SEALs raided bin Laden's 
compound in Abbottabad, Pakistan in May 2011 and killed the 
terrorist leader. 

The Associated Press purchased a copy of "The Finish," 
which is due to come out Oct. 16, a few weeks before the 
presidential election. The revelation that Obama hoped to 
capture bin Laden may provide political fodder for 
Republicans who have criticized the Obama administration for 
trying to bring terrorists from Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, and 
overseas to trials in U.S. courts. 

"Frankly, my belief was if we had captured him, that I 
would be in a pretty strong position, politically, here, to argue 
that displaying due process and rule of law would be our best 
weapon against al-Qaida, in preventing him from appearing as 
a martyr," Obama is quoted saying in an interview with 
Bowden. 

Obama believed that affording terrorists "the full rights of 
criminal defendants would showcase America's commitment 
to justice for even the worst of the worst," Bowden writes. 

Obama had expressed similar views as a presidential 
candidate. 

New York congressman Peter King said he would have 
been "totally opposed" to a trial. 

"To give him a forum and all the constitutional 
protections that a U.S. citizen would receive when he was 
clearly a war criminal is part of the defensive and apologetic 
attitude" of the Obama administration, the Republican said 
Wednesday. 

U.S. officials have said the Navy team was ordered to 
capture bin Laden if he surrendered or kill him if he threatened 
them. Bowden asserts that the SEALs could have taken bin 
Laden alive but had no intention of doing so. 

In a separate account of the raid that was published last 
month, one member of the Navy team, Matt Bissonnette, 
wrote that the SEALS climbed a stairway inside the compound 
and opened fire when bin Laden poked his head around a 
doorway. Bissonnette wrote that bin Laden's hands were 
concealed and the SEALS presumed he was armed, so they 
shot him. 

Bowden's extensive access to top figures, including the 
president and high-ranking officials in the Pentagon and CIA, 
may revive criticism from Republicans that the White House 

allegedly leaks about the raid to burnish its foreign policy 
record during an election year. 

Bowden, known for the book "Black Hawk Down" about 
a 1993 U.S. military operation in Somalia, details how the 
White House planned the mission and explains that the 
specific American team was chosen because it had "already 
successfully conducted about a dozen secret missions inside 
Pakistan." 

The recounting of the raid matches most previous 
versions. But Bowden also offers new insights in what sounds 
like the first-person perspective of the officer who 
commanded it on the ground, Adm. Bill McRaven. Scott 
Manning, a spokesman for the publisher, says "McRaven is 
not identified as a source in the book." 

McRaven was able to monitor all Pakistani 
communications during the raid from his command post at a 
base in Afghanistan, according to Bowden. The account shows 
that Pakistani authorities were unaware of the raid as it 
happened, giving the Americans breathing room to fly in a 
backup helicopter to replace the one that had crashed while 
depositing the first batch of SEALs in the compound. 

After McRaven told then-CIA director Leon Panetta he 
had a "Geronimo" call — the radio code that meant the SEALs 
had found bin Laden — the admiral realized he had not asked 
whether bin Laden was dead or had been captured. 

McRaven checked again with the SEALs on the ground 
before relaying that bin Laden had likely been killed. But 
McRaven cautioned Panetta to "manage his expectations" until 
they had more definitive proof, by comparing his photographs 
with the dead man. 

Later, McRaven told the president that he felt sure that 
they killed bin Laden but said the military needed to complete 
DNA analysis to be certain, Bowden writes. 

The book's publication may complicate the Pentagon's 
attempts to punish Bissonnette for his book. Writing under the 
pseudonym Mark Owen, Bissonnette published "No Easy 
Day" without submitting it for a security review by the 
Pentagon. Bowden was under no such requirement to have the 
book vetted because he was not a government or military 
employee. 

"The Finish" is published by Grove/Atlantic Inc.'s 
Atlantic Monthly Press imprint. 
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OUTREACH: 
23. Blue Angels Highlight Fleet Week 
(SAN FRANCISCO CHRONICLE 03 OCT 12) ... Henry K. Lee 

SAN FRANCISCO -- The Blue Angels will be roaring 
over San Francisco in advance of the earsplitting Fleet Week 
air show this weekend that is sure to wow spectators and rattle 
some nerves. 

The Navy's elite demonstration team will conduct survey 
flights intermittingly Thursday afternoon over the waterfront. 
The team will practice Friday and perform Saturday and 
Sunday at 3 p.m. 

Known to fly as close as 18 inches apart from wingtip to 
canopy, the six blue-and-gold F/A-18 Hornet jets will be the 
star performers for the 31st annual Fleet Week, which 
celebrates the military sea services. 

The best place to watch the air show is from San 
Francisco's Marina Green, Pier 39 or anywhere along the 
northern waterfront. City officials said they expect at least a 
million people to show up for Fleet Week and other weekend 
activities. 

"We just expect an incredible turnout," Fleet Week 
spokeswoman Mary Hickey said Wednesday. "The weather's 
going to be perfect. It's definitely worth coming out this year." 

San Francisco Mayor Ed Lee agreed. "This is the 
beginning of a great number of events in our city," he said. 
"It's a week-long recognition of our armed forces. I want to 
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give a big shout-out and thanks to the men and women in 
uniforms who are protecting us." 

There will be other demonstrations, including flights by 
the Patriots Jet Team, Oracle aerobatic pilot Sean D. Tucker, a 
U.S. Air Force F-22A Raptor, a simulated Coast Guard rescue 
and a United Airlines Boeing 747. 

Kicking off each Blue Angels show will be flyovers by 
the team's C-130 Hercules transport plane, affectionally 
known as "Fat Albert." 

The commanding officer of the Blue Angels, Capt. Greg 
McWherter, is marking his final year with the team before he 
returns to the fleet. Flying the No. 1 jet, he is known simply as 
"Boss," the traditional name for the team's flight leader. 
McWherter will use his radio to guide his fellow pilots. 

The two solo pilots who will dazzle crowds with their 
head-on passes and seemingly near-miss maneuvers are Lt. 
Cmdr. C.J. Simonsen and Lt. Cmdr. David Tickle. 

The Blue Angels use visual cues while flying, including 
the south tower of the Golden Gate Bridge and a Coast Guard 
cutter positioned in the middle of the bay. Team members also 
say they "fly paint," keeping an eye on a letter or a number of 
the neighboring jet to make sure they're moving in unison. 

As is the case every year, the return of the Blue Angels 
also means noise complaints and debates over the 
appropriateness of military flyovers in San Francisco. 

Freddy Sweet, 70, who lives in the Inner Richmond, said 
he deplores the annual "circus" that is the Blue Angels. 

"I don't think that the military should be celebrated as it 
is," Sweet said. "I don't think they're here to protect our 

freedoms. I think that this is just an expensive show of 
military might. The noise is very disturbing." 

Hickey said she recognized that not everyone will support 
the loud, high-flying acrobatics. 

But, she said, "I would respond that it's quick, it's brief 
and it only happens once a year. I think maybe a way to 
distract from the noise is to go out and appreciate what they're 
doing for our country." 

On Wednesday, two prominent figures were lucky enough 
to fly with a Blue Angels: retired airline Capt. Chesley "Sully" 
Sullenberger, the pilot from Danville who safely ditched a US 
Airways plane in the Hudson River in New York, and 
Professor Alex Filippenko, a UC Berkeley astronomer . 

"I feel 30 again!" Sullenberger, 61, wrote on his Twitter 
account after his flight. 

Filippenko said, "Besides being a heck of a lot of fun, 
there were so many interesting physical principles to talk 
about before and during the flight." 

On Wednesday, a Navy hovercraft arrived at Ocean 
Beach as part of a disaster response training exercise. The 
craft was operating from the USS Makin Island, an 847-foot 
amphibious assault ship that can be toured at Piers 30/32 
during Fleet Week. 

Several other Navy, Coast Guard, and Royal Canadian 
ships will enter the bay at 11 a.m. Saturday as part of the 
"Parade of Ships" before berthing at Pier 80, where they will 
also be open for tours. 
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COMMENTARY: 
24. Crossing All The Red Lines In Syria 
(WASHINGTON POST 04 OCT 12) ... Anne Applebaum 

Aleppo was burning last week: On YouTube, you could 
watch the flames consuming the walls of the 600-year-old 
souk, the central landmark of one of the world’s oldest cities. 
If you looked further, you could also find film of what appears 
to be Syrian government planes strafing the city and a video 
made inside the ruins of the passport office in the heart of the 
historic center. Ominously, Human Rights Watch has 
documented at least 10 government attacks on bakeries in 
Aleppo — in other words, attacks on places where people are 
standing in line for bread. 

The bombardment of civilians in Syria is not new. 
According to the Syrian opposition, at least 30,000 people 
have been killed since the conflict began 18 months ago. Nor 
are civilian casualties unusual in a civil war. What are new 
and unusual — at least in the annals of recent warfare — are 
the Syrian regime’s tactics, which now include the deliberate 
targeting of civilians. One has to go back to the Battle of 
Britain or the firebombing of Dresden to find another war in 
which one side purposefully set out to kill enemy 
noncombatants — women, children and the elderly — from 
the air. But even those comparisons aren’t really analogous. 
Unlike the air forces operating during the Second World War, 
Bashar al-Assad isn’t trying to kill enemy noncombatants. 
He’s trying to kill his own people. 

Several explanations are available for Assad’s use of 
extreme military tactics. Some believe that the Syrian 

president’s strategy is designed not just to defeat the rebels but 
also to scare off anyone else who might have ever wanted to 
join them — or to persuade his opponents that their cause is 
futile. Others think he is motivated by bitterness: If he can’t 
control a town or neighborhood, then he prefers to see it 
reduced to rubble. Some see a grim silver lining in this 
strategy: If Assad is destroying Aleppo, that may mean he no 
longer expects to win it back. 

Recently I’ve also heard another explanation: Aside from 
creating fear and destroying defiant towns and cities, Assad is 
deliberately provoking and defying the West in general and 
the United States in particular. By firing on his own people 
and carrying out mass slaughter, he is crossing every “red 
line” the international community has ever set. Each new 
atrocity sends a message to the Syrian opposition: Nobody in 
the outside world will help you. By that logic, Assad will soon 
be using chemical weapons, if only because we’ve told him 
not to. And what then? 

There are no real military options in Syria, and I 
understand the arguments against arming the rebels. To date, 
the Syrian opposition has failed to coalesce around a single 
idea, structure or leadership. Nobody wants to pump more 
weapons into a region already awash with guns, especially if 
it’s not clear who might wind up using them or for what 
purpose. Yet keeping our distance does not remove us from 
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the conflict, nor does it absolve us from responsibility for the 
outcome. 

The Syrian civil war is already a sectarian war and may 
become a proxy war: The authoritarian forces of Assad, 
backed by Iran and Russia, could wind up fighting a bitter war 
against Islamists, armed by the Gulf states and Saudi Arabia. 
If the West is absent, if we can’t provide moral and material 
support for a liberal, secular alternative — a constitution that 
guarantees minority rights, an inclusive political order and an 
open economic system — then there might not be one. 

We are not entirely powerless. Some areas of Syria, 
abandoned by the Assad regime, are now controlled by local 
coordination committees. We should be there to help them — 

and not just with emergency aid. Some months ago, I argued 
that Syrians should start thinking about transitional justice: 
how, exactly, former regime allies would be treated if the 
rebels win; and how victims would be compensated. But it’s 
also possible to start thinking, now, about the economics of 
postwar Syria, a country whose budgets will be drained and 
whose infrastructure is in ruins. By focusing on concrete 
problems, the opposition, the rebels and the coordination 
committees may find that they can unify around the solutions. 

It sounds absurd to plan for the post-Assad future while 
Assad is devastating his cities and murdering his citizens. But 
if no one is proposing a better future, he may win. 
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25. The 'Andar Uprising' And Progress In Afghanistan 
The war is far from won, but a path to victory remains evident and viable if we have the will to pursue it. 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 04 OCT 12) ... Frederick W. Kagan and Kimberly Kagan 

Success in Afghanistan remains possible. As tragic and 
regrettable as they are, recent "green-on-blue" attacks against 
U.S. forces do not signify the failure of U.S.-Afghan 
partnership efforts or the enmity of the Afghan National 
Security Forces and Afghan people. Incidents spectacular 
enough to grab headlines in an overheated election year have 
badly distorted our understanding of what actually has 
happened on the ground in Afghanistan this fighting season. 

The most important developments have been the failure of 
a determined Taliban effort to regain key terrain that they had 
lost, and the displacement of continuing violence away from 
populated areas and toward remote locations. Add to that the 
resiliency of the Afghan Local Police in key villages under 
determined Taliban attack, and the emergence of new anti-
Taliban movements in former Taliban strongholds. The war is 
far from won, but a path to victory remains evident and viable 
if we have the will to pursue it. 

In December 2009, the Taliban controlled all of the 
approaches to Kandahar and were gaining control of the city 
itself. They controlled most of Helmand province with a 
fortified and uncontested command node in the town of 
Marjah. There was virtually no Afghan security-forces 
presence in Helmand, and the Afghan forces in Kandahar were 
ineffective if not disloyal. 

The NATO International Security Assistance Force had 
only a small presence in Kandahar. Local Afghans generally 
either tolerated or actively supported the Taliban. President 
Hamid Karzai's half-brother, Ahmed Wali Karzai, who was 
widely accused of corruption, monopolized power in the area 
in a way that marginalized and alienated large segments of the 
population. In nearly every way, we were on the road to 
defeat. 

Then came the much-needed "surge" of 30,000 U.S. 
troops into southern Afghanistan. President Obama announced 
the policy on Dec. 1, 2009, and the last surge forces reached 
their positions in Kandahar in September 2010. By the 
following November and the end of the 2011 fighting season, 
the situation throughout the south had been reversed. NATO 
and Afghan forces had driven the Taliban from nearly all their 
safe havens in Kandahar, cleared Marjah and most of the 
Central Helmand River Valley, and begun pursuing the 
Taliban into more remote areas. 

An entire Afghan corps was fielded in Helmand alone, 
doubling the Afghan National Army's combat power in the 
south. Local Afghans turned away from the Taliban and began 
supporting Afghan Local Police initiatives throughout these 
areas and even into remote locales that regular Afghan 
military forces could not reach. 

More recently, each province has fielded a Provincial 
Response Company—like a cross between SWAT teams and 
Special Operations Forces—to react rapidly to attacks and 
threats. Ahmed Wali Karzai's murder by one of his security 
guards in July 2011 opened politics in the south to a larger 
number of players representing a somewhat broader 
constituency. Corruption certainly remains extensive, but the 
municipality of Kandahar City is now raising its own revenue 
through fees and licenses—and spending some of that money 
on urban improvements. 

At the end of 2011, we said that the test of the progress in 
the south would be whether it held through the inevitable 
Taliban effort to undo it in 2012. There was a lot of fighting 
this year in the south, including spectacular attacks, 
assassinations, green-on-blue incidents, IEDs and small-arms 
fire. But the Taliban has not regained the ground it has lost, 
and they have become further alienated from the people. 

It goes underreported, but the Afghan military has fought 
hard—sustaining many more casualties than NATO—and held 
its own, partnered with NATO, even as thousands of U.S. and 
allied forces have left the area. The post-surge drawdown has 
just been completed. The next test of the resiliency of the 
progress in the south will be whether the Afghan forces can 
continue to hold when supported by fewer international troops 
during the next fighting season. 

The bulk of the surge forces went into southern 
Afghanistan with the expectation that some of them would 
shift to the east at some point. But Mr. Obama's order to 
remove all surge forces by this September largely prevented 
that shift from occurring, so the impact of the surge on eastern 
Afghanistan has been limited. 

There has nevertheless been important change even in the 
east. By far the most surprising has been the emergence of a 
militant anti-Taliban movement in the Andar district of 
Ghazni province. Andar has traditionally been a Taliban safe 
haven whose population actively supported the Taliban and 
vehemently opposed the Afghan government. The Taliban had 
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freedom of movement, logistics bases, financial support, 
recruiting and training bases, and safe places to keep (and 
visit) their families. 

That all began to change this spring when an American 
brigade moved into southern Ghazni for the first time. The 
Taliban increased their resources and efforts in the province, 
placing a great deal of pressure on the population. When the 
population resisted that pressure, they found that they had both 
NATO and Afghan military support for the first time. 

The Taliban attempted to crush this nascent resistance. 
But local fighters supported by NATO and Afghan forces 
defeated them, sending shock waves through the Taliban 
leadership and the Afghan government. As a result, many 
villages across Afghanistan are now modeling the "Andar 
Uprising," by which they mean forming anti-Taliban groups 
that seek the help of NATO and the Afghan military. 

This phenomenon is not as widespread or pivotal as Iraq's 
"Anbar Awakening" in 2006-07, when Sunni tribesmen helped 
turn the tide against al Qaeda-backed insurgents. But it is 
extremely important as a harbinger. While the meme in the 
U.S. is the perceived hopelessness of victory, the meme in 
villages across Afghanistan is that Afghans can and should 
rise up against the Taliban and expel them. That's progress. 

Yet Washington seems preoccupied with fulfilling the 
president's promise to withdraw most U.S. forces by 2014. 
The premature withdrawal of the surge forces in the middle of 
the fighting season has seriously hampered our ability to 
capitalize on these changes and turn them into stable gains. 
The situation in the east remains precarious. And it remains to 
be seen whether the south can be held at post-surge force 
levels. 

What is clear is that we are rushing to judgment. We are 
looking for success too quickly and abandoning hope too 
soon. The outcome remains balanced on a knife's edge, but a 
collapse on the ground is unlikely as long as we remain active 
and partnered with the Afghan security forces and people. 

Al Qaeda and affiliated terrorist groups will almost 
certainly re-establish sanctuaries in the wake of our retreat—
as they are actively trying to do while we are still there—if we 
do not finish setting conditions to prevent that outcome. Given 
those stakes, it is imperative that we persevere as long as there 
is still a viable path to achieving our core national security 
objectives. There is. 

Mr. Kagan is director of the Critical Threats Project at 
the American Enterprise Institute. Ms. Kagan is president of 
the Institute for the Study of War. 
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26. A Framework To End The Afghan War 
(WASHINGTON POST 04 OCT 12) ... David Ignatius 

While the overlooked war in Afghanistan grinds on, a 
group of officials in Washington, Kabul and Islamabad are 
exploring a bare-bones strategy that would narrow each side’s 
demands to a set of minimum conditions for escaping the 
current diplomatic dead end. 

The aim is to create a pathway for the withdrawal of U.S. 
and NATO troops from a war that almost nobody sees as 
“winnable” by military force alone. The goal is a framework 
for political transition where each side’s demands are boiled 
down to the irreducible essentials — providing a better deal 
for each party than they could get from battling on. 

U.S. officials involved in the informal discussions liken 
this approach to the 1993 Downing Street Declaration on 
Northern Ireland that narrowed Catholic and Protestant 
demands to the basic items that created space for the 1998 
Good Friday Agreement, which ended the civil conflict there. 

U.S. officials have explored such an approach with Gen. 
Ehsan ul-Haq, a former chief of the Pakistani Inter-Services 
Intelligence directorate and a former chairman of the Pakistani 
joint chiefs of staff. He outlined his seven-point “road map” 
during a recent conversation at the Nixon Center in 
Washington. The aim of this exercise, he said, was to focus on 
political transition, rather than the military impasse. 

Haq sees two baseline U.S. demands: No al-Qaeda forces 
in Afghanistan, and no return to the Taliban’s oppressive 
policies toward women; the Taliban, according to Haq, has 
just one irreducible demand:No more foreign forces in 
Afghanistan. 

These minimum conditions for the two main combatants 
can probably be met, argues Haq. He notes that Taliban leader 
Mohammad Omar, in his recent message on the Muslim 
holiday known as the Eid al-Fitr, defended peace talks with 
the United States as a way to “reach our goals” and said that 
the Taliban would “give all legitimate rights to women in the 

light of the Islamic principles, national interests and our noble 
culture.” Other Taliban statements have appeared to reject al-
Qaeda. 

Haq’s road map also addresses the core demands of other 
parties: for Afghanistan’s Tajik and Hazara communities, he 
would stress reconstruction and economic assistance, as well 
as a broad process of national reconciliation — for which 
Omar’s Eid statement also indicated support. To calm the 
region, Haq proposed a kind of Afghan neutrality, with no 
foreign interference. And to address Pakistan’s anxieties, he 
proposed that Afghanistan take back its millions of refugees 
who fled the war, and the two countries jointly establish a 
border that, in his words, is “hardened, regulated and 
stabilized.” 

While Haq’s formula emerged through a private “Track 
Two” process, similar discussions have taken place among a 
“core group” that includes the United States, Pakistan and 
Afghanistan. Pakistani Foreign Minister Hina Rabbani Khar 
disclosed the confidential three-way talks last month, and 
officials say the Pakistanis are urging the Taliban to enter 
negotiations. The Pakistanis evidently have concluded that a 
negotiated political transition is better for their security than 
the alternative of a ragged transition and possible civil war. 
One small success of the core group is that Pakistan, 
Afghanistan and the United States have agreed on arranging 
“safe passage” so that Taliban leaders can attend peace 
discussions inside Afghanistan. 

Marc Grossman, the U.S. special representative on 
Afghanistan and Pakistan, has continued his quiet shuttle 
diplomacy, trying to coax the Afghan parties toward the kind 
of dialogue that could avert a civil war when the U.S. begins 
to pull out its main combat force next year. One positive factor 
was agreement in May on a “strategic partnership” document 
that pledges Washington will continue to support Afghan 
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security forces for 10 years after NATO troops leave in 2014. 
In Grossman’s view, this will reassure Afghans (especially the 
Tajiks, Hazaras and other non-Pashtun groups) that the United 
States isn’t abandoning them — and warn the Taliban that it 
can’t expect a cakewalk into Kabul when most Americans 
leave in 2014. 

The frustration of the Afghan war has been dramatized by 
the sharp increase recently in “green on blue” killings of 

NATO forces by the Afghan security forces they’re 
supposedly trying to help. 

Given the dead end in Afghanistan, you might think that 
the war there — and strategies for ending it — would be a big 
topic in the U.S. presidential campaign. But sadly, soldiers and 
diplomats continue to operate in a political vacuum, and the 
candidates act as if the brutal Afghanistan conflict will 
somehow solve itself. 
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27. Why The Pentagon Is Counting On A Short-Term Deficit Deal 
(NATIONAL JOURNAL 03 OCT 12) ... Sara Sorcher 

Members of Congress will return for the lame-duck 
session in mid-November, and so far, there’s little sign of 
compromise on Capitol Hill to avert a looming $500 billion in 
Pentagon budget cuts over the next 10 years. Defense 
Secretary Leon Panetta is not one to mince words: “I’ll take 
whatever the hell deal they can make right now,” he said last 
week. 

Panetta has long echoed the White House’s message that 
Congress must come up with a balanced deficit-reduction 
package that does not spare defense at the expense of other 
parts of the federal budget, as Republicans have proposed. But 
optimism for a grand bargain is waning, and defense officials 
have been increasingly vocal about how they would prefer 
members to find a short-term compromise that would delay 
the $55 billion in defense cuts slated to take effect Jan. 2 for at 
least a few months. “A delay is better than having it,” Deputy 
Defense Secretary Ashton Carter said recently, “and if a delay 
leads to ultimately dispelling this cloud, it’s all the better.” 

A delay buys time for the Pentagon, which has not begun 
planning how sequestration would impact certain programs—
and former Defense officials say a partial deal isn’t that much 
different from a comprehensive, long-term one, which still 
could be renegotiated and weakened in planning future 
budgets. 

Of course, the composition of a short-term fix, which 
would be tantamount to a continuing resolution, remains 
unclear. “It’s not really a compromise per se. It’s essentially 
just a delay," said Dov Zakheim, former Pentagon comptroller 
under President George W. Bush. "But that will allow the 
Pentagon to at least go about its business normally for a little 
longer." The Obama administration also appears to be banking 
on some sort of small bargain, at the very least, and is already 
taking steps—including successfully heading off defense 
contractors’ threats of mass layoff notices—to minimize the 
chaos that sequestration could lead to. 

As much as Pentagon planners would like stability, they 
frequently work into the new fiscal year on a CR and know 
how to manage it. They will delay obligations on certain 
contracts and negotiations on new starts for programs 
accordingly, said Gordon Adams, an American University 
professor and former top national-security budgeting official 
under President Clinton. “It’s frustrating, but it’s nothing 
new.” And the Pentagon will be more likely to keep signing 
contracts because the fiscal cliff is further out, Zakheim added, 
especially those that defense officials "think they can protect 
even if the sequester bites.” 

While the Pentagon develops its budget over a five-year 
span, “only year one is real,” Adams said. “Pentagon planning 
starts with, ‘What am I doing now, and what is my wiggle 

room next year?' ” The stability to plan for the future that 
would come from a broader deal may sound tantalizing, he 
said, but earlier long-term deals like the Budget Enforcement 
Act of 1990 still yielded changes down the line. “If you’re in a 
drawdown mode or general budget-control road, even the most 
stable-looking, 10-year deal turns out to be soft at the edges 
and gets renegotiated. Even the long-term deal, which I think 
is unlikely, is not going to give everyone that sort of 
wonderful vision in the sky.” 

Automatic cuts from sequestration would be hardest to 
wrangle next year because it would be too late to make 
significant changes to the law requiring equal, across-the-
board cuts, said David Berteau, senior vice president at the 
Center for Strategic and International Studies. “So if you buy 
time by getting past fiscal 2013, that benefits the Pentagon 
because now you’ve got the flexibility to execute based on 
priorities rather than a pro-rata share.” 

If Congress doesn't reach a deal or repeal the law 
requiring sequestration, Aerospace Industries Association 
President and CEO Marion Blakey said, then any 
postponement on the sweeping cuts should last at least until 
the end of the fiscal year. Otherwise, the $55 billion in 
reductions could be condensed into a shorter timeframe. 
"Having run a federal agency, I can tell you that puts you in an 
almost impossible circumstance to try and take twice the 
impact than you would have had to do if it had been spread 
over the fiscal year," said Blakey, former head of the Federal 
Aviation Administration. 

A short-term deal would exacerbate the uncertainty of 
civilian workers, however, who face unpaid furloughs and a 
hiring freeze under sequestration even though military 
personnel have been assured they would keep their pay and 
benefits. Adams said they would wonder, "When do I get 
furloughed, it’s not going to be in January—will it be in 
August? Before or after my vacation?” The roughly 800,000 
Defense Department civilians, he said, “are the ones living 
with the highest degree of uncertainty.” 

Some of the defense industry’s near-term fears were eased 
by recent guidance from the Pentagon, which said it does not 
expect to kill or significantly modify contracts on Jan. 2 if 
sequestration occurs and that adjustments to funding levels 
would not be made for months after that. The longer the delay, 
the more confident the defense industry in the prospect that it 
will get business, Zakheim said. “That means they won’t lay 
off people, they might [make more capital expenditures]; they 
might hire people.” 

But a short-term deal would not resolve the long-term 
issues the industry faces, especially since the next round of 
contracts are at stake. Not to mention the defense industry 
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plans ahead for at least one year—often even further out. “[A 
short-term deal] is sort of like saying… ‘You might get a raise 
in the next three to six months,’ ” said Erin Moseley, senior 
vice president for government relations at BAE Systems. “Are 

you going to buy a house based on that, or are you going to 
wait and see how it plays out before making that investment?" 

“It’s good to know it’s not happening immediately," she 
added, "but it still doesn’t take off the table [the option] it 
could happen, so you just extend the uncertainty.” 
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28. With Military Camouflage, Uniformity Is Not A Goal 
(WASHINGTON POST 04 OCT 12) ... Walter Pincus 

When it comes to dressing the U.S. military for combat, 
uniformity and belt-tightening apparently haven’t been in 
fashion recently. 

Between 2003 and 2010, the Army spent more than $4 
billion developing and producing a new camouflage uniform, 
the Army Combat Uniform (ACU). It decided on the 
camouflage pattern before testing was completed. And it 
began providing the uniform to troops before its Natick 
Soldier Research, Development and Engineering Center 
finished its evaluation and recommended a different pattern, 
according to a Government Accountability Office report 
released Friday. 

In 2009, an Army study found the ACU “offered less 
effective concealment than the patterns chosen by the Marine 
Corps and some foreign military services, such as Syria and 
China,” according to the GAO report. 

Meanwhile, soldiers in Afghanistan complained to the late 
Rep. John P. Murtha (D-Pa.), then chair of the House 
Appropriations Defense subcommittee. In a June 2009 report, 
the House panel directed the Defense Department to take 
“immediate action” to supply new uniforms. 

So, after the U.S. Army had spent billions over several 
years to outfit its troops, the Army in 2010 began replacing the 
ACU for the soldiers in Afghanistan, who got a new 
camouflage pattern that cost $3.4 million to develop and $300 
million more last year to procure. 

The new Operational Enduring Freedom Camouflage 
Pattern is in use, but since 2010 the Army has also been 
studying “three color variations, desert, woodland and 
transitional, as future uniform options,” according to the GAO. 
Army senior leaders will be briefed on the study and 
development plans, the GAO said. 

More important, according to the GAO, if “the Army 
chooses a new camouflage uniform, officials estimate it may 
cost up to $4 billion over five years to replace its [current] 
uniform and related protective gear.” 

The fashion story involving camouflage uniforms hardly 
ends with the Army. 

Not so long ago, all the services were wearing what was 
known as the Army’s Battle Dress and Desert Camouflage 
uniform. However, since 2002 each service has introduced its 
own camouflage uniform. 

Of course there are Defense Department policies and 
regulations that encourage the services to coordinate research 
and testing of such things as uniforms, and even a regulation 
that promotes standardization in combat clothing to reduce 
costs, the GAO said. 

It was Marine Corps Commandant Gen. James Jones who 
in 2000 broke away from the pack. He directed that a new 
camouflage uniform be developed with increased durability 
and combat utility. The Marines, according to the GAO, spent 
$319,000 to develop their unique camouflage pattern. They 

started with 70 patterns and picked one that was created 
digitally by computer-pixelated shapes rather than the more 
traditional organic, leaflike ones. 

The final pattern was tested in 2001 by 284 Marines who 
wore the uniform in field operations and in their garrisons. 
Though 25 percent of them found durability problems such as 
rips at the knees during training, two-thirds liked its 
appearance because after laundering the fabric retained “hard 
creases that were sharp enough for garrison wear.” The old 
Army combat uniform had to be ironed to get the crease 
needed for inspections. The Marines also did 20-year life-
cycle cost estimates for their own camouflage uniform, which 
came to roughly $502 million. 

The final version was initially placed in the field in 2002. 
As if to emphasize the service’s uniqueness, the Marine Corps 
in November 2001 got a U.S. government patent on its 
camouflage “uniform, pattern, fabric and design.” 

In October 2002, the Air Force chief of staff ordered his 
own development project for a new combat uniform, one that 
would be distinct from the Army’s and less costly to maintain, 
according to the GAO. The Air Force spent about $3.2 million 
to develop the Airman Battle Uniform. It was not permanently 
pressed, but Air Force personnel had a different standard from 
the Marines for appearance on duty at bases. 

By 2005, though, with the Iraq war underway, the Air 
Force found through tests that the noncombat uniform’s fabric 
caused heat buildup. The GAO criticized the Air Force 
selection process, which chose a tiger-stripe pattern and one 
fabric weight for both trousers and blouses for use in hot and 
cold climates. A year later, Air Warfare Center observers, 
testing the Air Force combat uniform, found its camouflage 
was “marginal or unsatisfactory for concealment 58 percent of 
the time,” the GAO reported. 

In 2010, Air Force Central Command decided personnel 
in Afghanistan would be safer wearing the Army’s 
camouflage uniform because they risked standing out to 
enemy forces when operating jointly. 

The Navy went its separate camouflage way beginning in 
2006 when it approved a concept for its own desert and 
woodland uniforms for ground forces. The Navy spent 
$435,000 on the final design, which it began using in the field 
in 2011. Approval was given to use two patterns developed by 
Navy Special Warfare Command. 

“The Navy’s goals were to adopt a set of uniforms that 
reflected the requirements of a 21st century Navy and its navy 
heritage,” according to the GAO. One Navy camouflage 
uniform is blue. 

By law, the services are permitted to have their own 
uniform designs. The Marines and Navy even printed their 
service logos into their camouflage fabric, making it difficult 
for another service to adopt the uniform. 
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The camouflage uniform history is another reminder that 
despite 26 years of laws and regulations to push 

standardization of uniforms, service rivalries remain — even 
though the country can no longer afford them. 

Return to Index 
 

29. More Navy Women Joining The Silent Service 
(TIME 03 OCT 12) ... Darlene M. Iskra 

The Navy has announced that women officers will start to 
be assigned to Virginia-class attack submarines as soon as 
next year. And that enlisted women would likely follow. 

It also is assigning women to five more crews of the 
larger Trident-class submarines starting January 2013. There 
are currently 24 women assigned to submarines as of August 
30. There are another 24 female officers in the submarine 
training pipeline, with 18 more waiting to enter after them. 

The primary reason for this expansion is the lack of 
opportunity for advancement and increased responsibility. 
Naval leaders found in the early 1980s that restricting women 
to a limited type of ship (tenders, repair ships, and a training 
carrier) virtually prohibited them from serving in increasingly 
responsible billets up the chain of command that would 
eventually lead to command at sea. 

Many female surface warfare officers left the Navy in the 
mid-1980s because there was no career path. By 1987 the 
“Combat Logistic Force” ships (ships that provided food, fuel 
and ammunition via underway replenishment) opened, and in 
1994 women were being assigned to surface combatants. The 
Navy does not want to repeat the mistake of spending 
thousands of dollars in training prospective submarine 
officers, only to have them leave the submarine force for lack 
of submarines for them to serve aboard. 

As then-Chief of Naval Personnel Admiral Ronald 
Zlatoper emphasized in May 1993, during testimony to 
Congress at the hearings to open combatant surface ships to 
women, changes to the assignment of women in ships is 
evolutionary, not revolutionary. 

He said it is, “a logical progression after 50 years of 
service by Navy women…including 20 years in naval aviation 
and 15 years at sea.” Well, women have now been in naval 
aviation for 40 years and in ships for 35 years…it is certainly 
time for women to be assigned to submarines without the 
broo-ha-ha we are still seeing in letters to the editor of Navy 
Times because of a fraternization scandal involving a Naval 
Academy female midshipman and the chief of the boat — the 
top enlisted Sailor — aboard the USS Nebraska, a ballistic-
missile submarine. 

Part of the problem is that it is a major personnel policy 
change, which always seems to throw men for a loop. 

Naval tradition personified both the sea and ships as 
female, which provided both comfort and tragedy. Many naval 
traditions and folklore sprang from the relationship of women, 
the sea and ships, and women on board ships were actually 
considered to be good luck. There are also historical accounts 
of women leading their nations in war, on both land and sea. 
Nevertheless, the U.S. Navy did not allow women as 
permanent members of ships’ crews until 1978, late in the 
20th century. 

This created an ethos of exclusion and male privilege that 
persists to this day. 

I am frankly tired of hearing the same old whiny reasons 
why women should not serve on submarines: that there’s no 
value-added to having women aboard; it’s pushing a social 
agenda to the detriment of readiness; the lack of privacy and 
tight quarters guarantee some physical contact will occur 
[and?]; the wives won’t like it. 

One compelling reason for allowing women to serve is a 
growing shortage of men willing to do so. Four years ago, the 
Naval Academy produced only 92 male officers for submarine 
duty, short of its 120-man requirement. Submariners must be 
volunteers, and satisfy strict physical, psychological and 
academic qualifications. Beyond that, more women — and 
fewer men — are getting technical degrees. 

The bottom line is this: the Navy needs the women to 
maintain adequate personnel levels. And as always, the needs 
of the Navy take precedence over any individual point of 
view. 

I close with a remark made by a Navy woman nearly 20 
years ago to Navy Times: 

I did not join the Navy to advance a social program, file 
subjective harassment suits, get pregnant, and accidentally 
carry out my assigned military mission in the process. I joined 
to serve my country. 

Cmdr. (retired) Darlene M. Iskra was the first woman 
commander of a commissioned naval vessel.She is an adjunct 
professor at Columbia College of Missouri, teaching in the 
Sociology and Military Studies programs. 
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30. #WARFIGHTING – Operating Forward 
(NAVY LIVE BLOG 03 OCT 12) ... Vice. Adm. John W. Miller and Vice Adm. Scott H. Swift 

Navy Warfighters deploy all over the world, preserving 
peace, protecting commerce and deterring aggression. We 
asked Vice Adm. John Miller, commander of U.S. Naval 
Forces Central Command, U.S. 5th Fleet and Combined 
Maritime Forces, and Vice Adm. Scott Swift, Commander, 
U.S. 7th Fleet, to discuss how operating forward makes 
accomplishing the Navy’s #Warfighting mission possible. 

Vice Admiral John W. Miller, Commander, U.S. 5th 
Fleet 

The maritime domain is a very complex and challenging 
place to operate. Those who seek to compound those 

challenges through aggression, malign activity, or criminality 
in the sea lanes of the Middle East present a threat not only to 
regional stability but the entire global economy. That threat 
must be confronted by a collective body of mariners operating 
forward, far from their shores. 

The U.S. Navy is operating forward to meet maritime 
threats, far from our shores, before they are able to directly or 
indirectly harm the prosperity or security of the American 
people. Our presence forward also ensures security and 
stability for many nations here in the Middle East. 
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The U.S. Navy has operated forward in the Arabian Gulf 
for more than 60 years. We enjoy a strong friendship and 
partnership with our hosts here in the Kingdom of Bahrain, 
with many other Gulf nations and with partners across the 
Middle East and Southwest Asia. 

Ensuring regional security is not something we do alone. 
Mariners have a set of common bonds that will always 

link us together. We each have an understanding and respect 
for the sea that comes from challenging the oceans throughout 
our naval careers. When we couple those bonds with a 
commitment to service and sacrifice in support of our 
respective nations and a desire to work collectively with our 
friends to solve common problems we form a powerful 
collective force. 

Sailors operate forward alongside our regional partners 
and other nations from outside the region whose interests 
intersect here. They conduct maritime security operations, 
counter-piracy operations and are poised to conduct 
humanitarian assistance operations each and every day here in 
the Gulf, in the North Arabian Sea, in the Gulf of Aden and in 
the Red Sea. 

For example, we just completed an International Mine 
Countermeasures Exercise (IMCMEX 12) which brought 33 
Navies from every continent on the planet, save Antarctica, for 
an opportunity to operate together to build our capacity to 
confront the threat of mines in international sea lanes. Also, 
the U.S. Navy recently conducted a counter-piracy drill with a 
Chinese ship from the People’s Liberation Army Navy in a 
cooperative engagement. Exercises like these fuse 
international resolve to confront threats to the maritime 
domain and to the flow of commerce in and out of the Middle 
East. But they can not be accomplished by a Navy that does 
not operate forward. 

Vice Admiral Scott H. Swift, Commander, U.S. 7th 
Fleet 

The U. S. Seventh Fleet was established in the Pacific in 
1943. During the following sixty nine years we have remained 
consistently and constantly forward deployed in the Asia-
Pacific region, working with Allies, Partners and Friends 
expanding their security capabilities to further ensure stability 
is maintained in the region. It is on this foundation of regional 
stability, partnership and shared mutual interests that the 
economic growth and prosperity of this important region has 
been built. 

Seventh Fleet has been, and remains, the most powerful 
fleet in the world. A power that is focused on engaging the 

numerous and vexing challenges that face this diverse and 
dynamic region. We view these challenges as opportunities. 
Opportunities to ensure emergent tensions are addressed 
through dialog and diplomacy, not diatribe and dictum. 

The strength of the Seventh Fleet is much better focused 
on encouraging the use of international norms, standards, rules 
and laws to resolve regional differences while discouraging 
the use of coercion or force to achieve national goals or views. 

We have numerous treaty obligations our Area of 
Responsibility (AOR). In fact, of the seven treaties held by the 
United States, five are in the Seventh Fleet AOR. But we do 
not limit our obligations to our treaty partners. International 
seas are the lifeblood of the global economy. Seventh Fleet 
embraces its responsibility to provide for the common security 
and stability of those seas. As many have said in the past, with 
great power comes great responsibility. A responsibility to 
respond to natural disasters to limit destabilizing effects on 
good governance and national economies, limit the loss of life 
and property and reinforce the belief that regardless of 
capability or capacity, there is an obligation common to all 
mariners to provide what assistance they can to those who 
need it. 

An alternative responsibility that comes with great power 
is to ensure that power is responsibly used as a deterrent to 
counter coercion or force by those who choose to force their 
will or mandate on others. The only way to achieve this 
deterrence is to ensure the power of Seventh Fleet is relevant 
and, most important, credible. Seventh Fleet participates in 
over 125 exercises a year throughout the AOR. It is a force 
comprised of over 80 ships, 200 aircraft and 40,000 Sailors 
and Marines. It has a long history of success where diplomacy 
and dialog has failed, which is a strong motivation to get 
deterrence right. But where deterrence and diplomacy fails, a 
rapid response of a ready and responsive force is the quickest 
way to counter aggression and regain the stability required to 
ensure the current prosperity trends the region enjoys remain 
the norm. 

We have taken these responsibilities and obligations 
seriously for over sixty nine years, never having failed to 
answer a call to right where security has been put at risk. We 
are committed to preventing conflict, but when conflict has 
come, we have always prevailed, and we are assured we will if 
called on to do so again in the future. This is who Seventh 
Fleet is, this is what we do. 
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On This Day In The Navy: 
1954: Icebreakers, USS Burton Island (AGB-1) and USCG Northwind, complete first transit of Northwest passage through 
McClure Strait. 
 
TOP STORIES: 
1. To Calm Israel, U.S. Offers Ways To Restrain Iran 
(NEW YORK TIMES 03 SEP 12) ... David E. Sanger and Eric Schmitt 

WASHINGTON — With Israel openly debating whether to strike at Iran's nuclear facilities in the coming months, the Obama 
administration is moving ahead with a range of steps short of war that it hopes will forestall an Israeli attack, while forcing the 
Iranians to take more seriously negotiations that are all but stalemated. 

 
2. In Beijing, Clinton Will Push For Talks Over Disputed Islands 
(NEW YORK TIMES 04 SEP 12) ... Jane Perlez and Steven Lee Myers 

BEIJING — As tensions mount with its neighbors over islands in nearby strategic waterways, China has scored some subtle 
victories, making the United States and its allies increasingly uneasy about the potential for violent confrontations. 

 
3. At Military's 'Turning Point, Panetta Avoids Bold Moves 
(WASHINGTON POST 04 SEP 12) ... Greg Jaffe 

For most of the past year, Defense Secretary Leon E. Panetta has stressed that the vast military complex over which he presides is 
at a “strategic turning point.” 

 

MIDEAST: 
4. Syrian Minister Assails Egyptian And Turkish Leaders 
(NEW YORK TIMES 04 SEP 12) ... David D. Kirkpatrick 

BEIRUT, Lebanon —Syria’s top government spokesman declared Monday that the refugees fleeing its borders were welcome 
back “at any time,” mocked the presidents of Egypt and Turkey for their condemnations and called the armed opposition unfit for 
negotiations. 

 
5. Officials Say U.S. Intervention In Syria Is Unlikely 
Despite rising death toll, administration may not expand role for months 
(WASHINGTON POST 03 SEP 12) ... Anne Gearan and Karen DeYoung 

A sharp escalation in fighting and civilian deaths in Syria, pleas for help from rebel fighters and a tide of war-zone refugees are 
focusing American attention on a high-stakes Mideast conflict nine weeks before the U.S. presidential election. 

 
6. U.S., Israel To Test New Arrow-3 Missile 
Partners Push To Make Up For Program Delays 
(DEFENSE NEWS 03 SEP 12) ... Barbara Opall-Rome 

TEL AVIV — After a nearly one-year delay, U.S. and Israeli managers of the joint Arrow program are preparing to flight-test the 
new Arrow-3, a highly agile, hit-to-kill interceptor designed to destroy Iranian Shahab-class ballistic missiles and future threats well 
beyond Earth's atmosphere. 

 
7. Iran, North Korea Sign Technology Agreement 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 02 SEP 12) 

Iran and North Korea signed a scientific and technological cooperation agreement Saturday, bringing the two nations deeply at 
odds with the U.S. closer together. 

 



 2

8. To Back Democracy, U.S. Prepares To Cut $1 Billion From Egypt’s Debt 
(NEW YORK TIMES 04 SEP 12) ... Steven Lee Myers 

WASHINGTON — Nearly 16 months after first pledging to help Egypt’s failing economy, the Obama administration is nearing 
an agreement with the country’s new government to relieve $1 billion of its debt as part of an American and international assistance 
package intended to bolster its transition to democracy, administration officials said. 

 

ASIA – PACIFIC: 
9. Asian Giants Seek Better Ties; China's Defense Minister In India 
(REUTERS 02 SEP 12) ... Frank Jack Daniel  

NEW DELHI - A rare visit to India by China's defense minister should help avoid flare-ups along the border between the nuclear-
armed Asian giants at a time when Beijing is grappling with a change of leadership and friction in the South China Sea. 

 
10. U.S. Defense Firms Trying To Find Bigger Foothold In India 
But deals to buy and sell weapons have proved difficult 
(WASHINGTON POST 02 SEP 12) ... Rama Lakshmi 

ADIBATLA, INDIA — The strategic defense partnership between the United States and India should have been a match made in 
heaven. The first is the world’s biggest arms manufacturer; the second is among the biggest arms importers. 

 
11. Taiwan To Build Six Minehunters 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 03 SEP 12) 

TAIPEI - Taiwan plans to spend $1.2 billion on building six minehunters as part of efforts to negate China's ability to blockade 
the island in a future conflict, a legislator said Monday. 

 

AFGHANISTAN: 
12. Hitting Pause In Afghanistan 
(NEW YORK TIMES 03 SEP 12) ... Richard A. Oppel Jr. and Graham Bowley 

KABUL, Afghanistan — An American commander's decision to suspend the training of new Afghan Local Police recruits for at 
least a month was the first tap on the brakes for what has been a headlong drive to fill out a police force. From the very beginning, the 
program has been one of the most controversial in the Afghan security plan. 

 
13. Marine Security Handoff Moving Forward 
Afghan troops step up with mixed results; U.S. officers are cautiously optimistic 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 02 SEP 12) ... Gretel C. Kovach 

HELMAND PROVINCE, Afghanistan — As about half the Marine force in Afghanistan headed home this year, the rapid 
drawdown in the violent southwest of the country cast the endgame of the war and what many regard as its precarious footing into 
relief — the handoff to Afghan national security forces. 

 

PIRACY: 
14. Somali Pirates Kill Hostage Over Delayed Ransom 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 02 SEP 12) ... Abdi Guled 

MOGADISHU, Somalia-- Somali pirates who have been holding a hijacked ship for nearly two years killed a Syrian hostage 
crew member and wounded another to protest delayed ransom payment, a pirate leader said. This is believed to be the first time 
Somali pirates have killed a hostage because of a delay in ransom. 

 
15. Shipping Must Keep Up Guard Against Piracy: Naval Task Force 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 03 SEP 12) 

BRUSSELS -- The shipping industry must keep up its guard despite a recent downturn in pirate attacks, especially off the Somali 
coast, a naval task force statement said Monday [3 September]. 

 

SURFACE FLEET: 
16. LCS 3 Reaches The Sea 
Fort Worth aims for smoother journey to readiness than earlier hulls 
(NAVY TIMES 10 SEP 12) ... Christopher P. Cavas 

ABOARD THE LITTORAL COMBAT SHIP FORT WORTH — As storms go, it wasn’t a biggie. Eight- to 12-foot waves, 40 
mph winds. 
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17. Zumwalt Class Destroyer SITREP 
(NAVY LIVE BLOG 03 SEP 12) ... Rear Adm. Thomas Rowden 

Recently, I mentioned my trips to Maine and Rhode Island to visit Bath Iron Works (BIW) and the Raytheon Facility. Both of 
these tours provided firsthand insight into the production of ZUMWALT-class destroyer, and latest system testing. Though brief when 
previously mentioned, I now want to provide insight into the DDG 1000 program, its current status, and notable highlights. 

 

PERSONNEL: 
18. CNO: Women Aboard Attack Subs Next Year 
(NAVY TIMES 10 SEP 12) ... Sam Fellman 

After years of anticipation, a date for assigning women to attack submarines has been set: next year. 
 

19. 'Brass Creep' Begins To Reverse Course 
(NAVY TIMES 10 SEP 12) ... Andrew Tilghman 

After a decade of "brass creep" that pushed the number of general and flag officers ever upward, the size of the top-level officer 
corps has begun to shrink, tracking a similar trend in the enlisted ranks. 

 
20. Laid-Off Sailors Say Job Firm A Waste Of Time, Money 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 02 SEP 12) ... Philip Walzer 

When the Navy announced last year that it would eliminate the jobs of 3,000 enlisted Sailors, it did something unprecedented - it 
turned to the private sector to help them find jobs. 

 

INFRASTRUCTURE / INSTALLATIONS: 
21. Five Things Every Sailor Should Know About Cuts To Base Services 
(NAVY TIMES 10 SEP 12) ... Joshua Stewart 

Because of budget constraints, the grass may soon be longer and a little bit browner, and you may have to empty your workspace 
trash cans yourself. 

 

MARINE CORPS: 
22. Marine Ejects From Jet In Nevada Desert Crash 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 03 SEP 12) ... Gretel C. Kovach 

A Marine Corps pilot from a San Diego squadron safely ejected from a jet Saturday before it crashed at Naval Air Station Fallon, 
Naval Air Forces staff announced. 

 

OUTREACH: 
23. Navy Week Comes To Detroit To Celebrate War Of 1812 
Tour War Of 1812 Tall Ship, Modern Frigate During Navy Week On Detroit River 
(DETROIT FREE PRESS 03 SEP 12) ... Peggy Walsh-Sarnecki 

When the U.S. Navy sails into Detroit on Tuesday, it will be a familiar port of call for one of the three admirals accompanying a 
frigate and three other ships. 

 
24. Global Forum On The Culture Of Innovation: Capt. Joseph Beel 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 01 SEP 12) ... Roger Showley 

Capt. Joseph Beel: Commanding officer of the Space and Naval Warfare Systems Command Pacific (SPAWAR), whose 4,500 
researchers and support personnel in 217 buildings locally develop software systems and hardware devices for Navy ships and 
installations. 

 

BOOKS: 
25. Account Says Navy Author Wrote Book After A Slight 
(NEW YORK TIMES 03 SEP 12) ... James Dao 

The former Navy SEALs member who is a co-author of a first-person account of the raid that killed Osama bin Laden was willing 
to break "the code of silence" honored by many commandos because of "bad blood" with his former unit, the elite SEAL Team 6, 
according to a new e-book written by other Special Operations veterans. 
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26. A SEAL's Most Daring Mission 
How the bin Laden raid author sneaked past the Pentagon. 
(NEWSWEEK 10 SEP 12) ... Daniel Klaidman 

Navy SEALS are taught to practice OPSEC, elaborate operational security tactics to preserve the element of surprise in carrying 
out missions. Former commando Matt Bissonnette seems to have put that training to good use in the publication of his controversial 
tell-all book about the assault that killed Osama bin Laden. 

 

COMMENTARY: 
27. U.N.’s Ban And Egypt’s Morsi Deliver Strong Messages In Iran 
(WASHINGTON POST 04 SEP 12) ... Walter Pincus 

U.N. Secretary General Ban Ki-moon and Egyptian President Mohamed Morsi delivered prominent and surprisingly effective 
messages at last week’s summit of Non-Aligned Movement nations in Tehran — despite Washington’s unease at their even attending 
the Iran-hosted event. 

 
28. Mrs. Clinton's Asia Mission 
(NEW YORK TIMES 02 SEP 12) ... Carol Giacomo 

Mitt Romney has identified Asia as one place where he wants to focus more attention if elected, but the truth is that President 
Obama has already staked out a forceful position there with his commitment to rebalance American interests from the Middle East to 
the Pacific. 

 
29. A Nuclear Dimension To China's Maritime Claims 
(SINGAPORE STRAITS TIMES 03 SEP 12) ... Michael Richardson 

The tug-of-war over the South China Sea is mainly seen as a struggle among rival claimants – China, Taiwan and several South-
east Asian states – for control of valuable fisheries as well as seabed oil, natural gas and mineral resources. 

 
30. The World’s Gaze Turns To The South Pacific 
(THE DIPLOMAT 04 SEP 12) ... Luke Hunt 

RAROTONGA – Hillary Clinton’s first diplomatic foray into the Pacific Islands Forum (PIF) took Washington’s much-vaunted 
“rebalance” to the Asia-Pacific an enormous step forward while upping the ante in a region that is often passed-over as a political 
backwater. 

 
31. The Case For Disruption And Dialogue In Defense Reform 
(SMALL WARS JOURNAL 01 SEP 12) ... Peter J. Munson 

Case studies abound of businesses that have seen their success turn into bloat, hubris, and ultimately decline. It should be no 
surprise then that the most powerful and unparalleled military in history is having a hard time coming to grips with the coming budget 
cuts. The resources at the disposal of the military are as massive as the coming cuts are comparatively paltry (despite protestations to 
the contrary), yet the real challenge is more one of rationalizing the organization’s allocation of resources. 

 
32. Sequester Shield May Pit Troops Versus Procurement 
(BLOOMBERG GOVERNMENT 31 AUG 12) ... Robert Levinson 

President Barack Obama’s intention to protect military personnel from sequestration of $54.7 billion in fiscal 2013 defense funds 
may force the Pentagon to cut other accounts by more than the 9.6 percent, Bloomberg Government has estimated. 

 
33. The Incredible Shrinking Arctic 
The sea ice is smaller than at any time on record 
(WASHINGTON POST 04 SEP 12) ... Editorial 

The Arctic is getting warmer faster than almost anywhere else on Earth. The latest evidence came in an announcement from the 
University of Colorado’s National Snow and Ice Data Center saying that, as of Aug. 26, the Arctic sea ice cover shrunk to 1.58 million 
square miles this summer, the smallest area since satellite measurements began in 1979. The trend is expected to continue in the next 
few weeks. 

 
34. Bin Laden Book Tests Pentagon's Mettle 
(NAVY TIMES 10 SEP 12) ... Editorial 

Matt Bissonnette, the former SEAL whose book, "No Easy Day," purports to tell the inside story of the mission to take down 
Osama bin Laden, may have been a great operator. But he didn't quite anticipate what could go wrong once he took his story public. 
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TOP STORIES: 
1. To Calm Israel, U.S. Offers Ways To Restrain Iran 
(NEW YORK TIMES 03 SEP 12) ... David E. Sanger and Eric Schmitt 

WASHINGTON — With Israel openly debating whether 
to strike at Iran's nuclear facilities in the coming months, the 
Obama administration is moving ahead with a range of steps 
short of war that it hopes will forestall an Israeli attack, while 
forcing the Iranians to take more seriously negotiations that 
are all but stalemated. 

Already planned are naval exercises and new antimissile 
systems in the Persian Gulf, and a more forceful clamping 
down on Iranian oil revenue. The administration is also 
considering new declarations by President Obama about what 
might bring about American military action, as well as covert 
activities that have been previously considered and rejected. 

Later this month the United States and more than 25 other 
nations will hold the largest-ever minesweeping exercise in 
the Persian Gulf, in what military officials say is a 
demonstration of unity and a defensive step to prevent Iran 
from attempting to block oil exports through the Strait of 
Hormuz. In fact, the United States and Iran have each 
announced what amounted to dueling defensive exercises to 
be conducted this fall, each intended to dissuade the other 
from attack. 

The administration is also racing to complete, in the next 
several months, a new radar system in Qatar that would 
combine with radars already in place in Israel and Turkey to 
form a broad arc of antimissile coverage, according to military 
officials. The message to Iran would be that even if it 
developed a nuclear weapon and mounted it atop its growing 
fleet of missiles, it could be countered by antimissile systems. 

The question of how explicit Mr. Obama’s warnings to 
Iran should be is still a subject of internal debate, closely tied 
to election-year politics. Some of Mr. Obama’s advisers have 
argued that Israel needs a stronger public assurance that he is 
willing to take military action, well before Iran actually 
acquired a weapon. But other senior officials have argued that 
Israel is trying to corner Mr. Obama into a military 
commitment that he does not yet need to make. 

On Sunday, Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
appeared to criticize Mr. Obama for being too vague about 
how far Iran can go. “The international community is not 
setting Iran a clear red line, and Iran does not see international 
determination to stop its nuclear project,” he told his cabinet. 
“Until Iran sees a clear red line and such determination, it will 
not stop the progress of its nuclear project — and Iran must 
not be allowed to have nuclear weapons.” 

None of the steps being taken by the Obama 
administration addresses the most immediate goal of the 
United States and its allies: Slowing Iran’s nuclear 
development. So inside the American and Israeli intelligence 
agencies, there is continuing debate about possible successors 
to “Olympic Games,” the covert cyberoperation, begun in the 
Bush administration and accelerated under Mr. Obama, that 
infected Iran’s nuclear centrifuges and, for a while, sent them 
spinning out of control. An error in the computer code alerted 
Iran to the attack in 2010, and since then many of the 
country’s nuclear sites have been modified to defend against 
such attacks, according to experts familiar with the effort. 

All of these options are designed to buy time — to offer 
Israeli officials a credible alternative to a military strike that 

would almost certainly trigger an Iranian reaction and, the 
White House and Pentagon fear, could unleash a new conflict 
in the Middle East. While Mr. Obama’s national security team 
has been very closed-mouthed about the tense discussions 
with Mr. Netanyahu, the chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, 
Gen. Martin E. Dempsey, gave voice to the concerns in 
London on Thursday. 

General Dempsey repeated the familiar American position 
that an Israeli attack would “clearly delay but probably not 
destroy Iran’s nuclear program.” 

But then he went beyond any warning that Mr. Obama 
has given to Israel in public, saying that the international 
coalition of countries applying sanctions against Iran “could 
be undone” if the country was attacked “prematurely.” He 
added: “I don’t want to be accused of trying to influence, nor 
do I want to be complicit if they choose to do it.” 

United States intelligence officials have said they have no 
evidence that Iran’s top leaders have decided to take the final 
steps toward a weapon. Iran’s intentions remain unclear, 
intelligence officials say. 

Last week, the International Atomic Energy Agency 
reported an increase in the number of centrifuges that Iran has 
installed in an underground enrichment plant that is largely 
invulnerable to Israeli attack, but also indicated that Iran has 
converted some of its most highly enriched fuel to a form that 
would be difficult to use in a weapon. 

The administration has already quietly proposed a “stop 
the clock” agreement to get Iran to halt production of the fuel 
that is closest to bomb-grade — and to ship it out of the 
country, according to diplomats from several countries 
involved in the discussions. But Iranian officials have rejected 
those calls, insisting on a lifting of all sanctions, and there has 
been no talk of a broader, more permanent deal. 

Mitt Romney, Mr. Obama’s Republican challenger, has 
taken a harder line, saying he would never agree to allow Iran 
to enrich uranium at any level — a restriction even many 
Republicans, including some of Mr. Romney’s advisers, say 
there is virtually no chance Iran will accept, since it has a legal 
right to peaceful enrichment. 

One option the administration has already approved is the 
military exercise, scheduled for Sept. 16-27, in which the 
United States and its allies will practice detecting and 
destroying mines with ships, helicopters and robotic 
underwater drones. The ships will stay out of the narrow Strait 
of Hormuz, to avoid direct interaction with Iran’s navy. 

In advance of the exercise, the United States Navy earlier 
this summer doubled the number of minesweepers in the 
region, to eight vessels. The deployments are part of a larger 
series of military reinforcements into the Persian Gulf in 
recent months, all described by the United States as defensive. 

That is also the explanation for the American efforts to 
create a regional missile defense system across the Gulf to 
protect cities, oil refineries, pipelines and military bases from 
an Iranian attack. The latest element is a high-resolution 
missile defense radar in Qatar, meant to stress that Iran’s Arab 
neighbors are as concerned about Tehran’s abilities as is 
Israel. 
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Military specialists said offensive military options, 
including strikes against Iran’s refineries and power grid, 
could also be telegraphed to the Iranians. 

“The United States does not have to threaten preventive 
strikes,” Anthony H. Cordesman, a longtime military analyst 
at the Center for Strategic and International Studies, wrote in a 
recent paper, “Iran: Preventing War by Making It Credible.” 
“It simply has to make its capabilities clear in terms of a wide 
range of possible scenarios.” 

But there is concern among American strategists that Iran 
could interpret these actions as encirclement, and that the 
actions could encourage those elements in the country that 
want to move faster to a nuclear “capability,” if not a weapon 
itself. Even one of the options that many Democrats and 
Republicans advocate to shake Iran — to help topple President 
Bashar al-Assad of Syria, Iran’s only real friend in the region 
— could have the same effect. 

Inside the Obama White House, there has also been 
debate about whether Mr. Obama needs to reshape his 
negotiating strategy around clear “red lines” for Iran — steps 
beyond which the United States would not allow the country 
to go. Earlier this year Mr. Obama said he believed that the 
United States and its allies could not simply accept a nuclear 
Iran, largely because of the high risk that other Arab states 
would seek weapons. 

Even if Mr. Obama set a clear “red line” now, its 
credibility may be questionable. According to a tally by 
Graham Allison, the Harvard expert on nuclear conflict, the 
United States and its allies have allowed Iran to cross seven 

previous “red lines” over 18 years with few consequences. 
That leaves one other option that officials are loath to discuss: 
new covert action. 

The “Olympic Games” attack on Iran’s centrifuges was 
chosen over another approach that the Bush administration 
explored: going after electrical grids feeding the nuclear 
operations. But Mr. Obama has rejected any attacks that could 
risk affecting nearby towns or facilities and thus harm 
ordinary Iranians. Other plans considered in the past, and now 
reportedly back under consideration, focus on other targets in 
the nuclear process, from making raw fuel to facilities 
involved in missile work. One missile plant blew up last year, 
and Israeli sabotage was suspected, but never proven. 
American officials say the United States was not involved. 

One other proposal circulating in Washington, advocated 
by some former senior national security officials, is a 
“clandestine” military strike, akin to the one Israel launched 
against Syria’s nuclear reactor in 2007. It took weeks for it to 
become clear that site had been hit by Israeli jets, and perhaps 
because the strike was never officially acknowledged by 
Israel, and because its success was so embarrassing to Syria, 
there was no retaliation. 

But Iran’s is a much higher-profile program. “At best this 
would buy you a few years,” one administration official said, 
without acknowledging such a strike was under consideration 
by the United States or Israel. Even if an explosion at an 
Iranian facility was accidental, the official said, “the Iranians 
might well see it as a provocation for an attack of their own.” 
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2. In Beijing, Clinton Will Push For Talks Over Disputed Islands 
(NEW YORK TIMES 04 SEP 12) ... Jane Perlez and Steven Lee Myers 

BEIJING — As tensions mount with its neighbors over 
islands in nearby strategic waterways, China has scored some 
subtle victories, making the United States and its allies 
increasingly uneasy about the potential for violent 
confrontations. 

China’s dispute with Japan over potentially energy-rich 
islands in the East China Sea, and with the Philippines over an 
island that China has effectively blocked to Filipino vessels, 
will be central in talks between Secretary of State Hillary 
Rodham Clinton and Chinese leaders in Beijing on Tuesday 
evening and Wednesday, American and Chinese officials said. 

“We will need the nations of the region to work 
collaboratively together to resolve disputes — without 
coercion, without intimidating, without threats and, certainly, 
without the use of force,” Mrs. Clinton said on Monday 
evening after arriving in Indonesia’s capital, Jakarta. 

As part of a 10-day, six-nation swing through Asia that 
may include her last visit to China as secretary of state, Mrs. 
Clinton and her senior aides said the United States would urge 
China to enter discussions with its neighbors over conflicting 
territorial claims in the South China Sea. 

The Chinese have resisted holding such talks with the 
regional bloc, the Association of Southeast Asian Nations, and 
since Mrs. Clinton’s last visit to Beijing in May, the Chinese 
have acted more boldly in the maritime disputes. Mrs. Clinton 
received support from Indonesia’s foreign minister, Marty 
Natalegawa, who has scrambled in recent weeks to forge a 
unified position among the association’s members to create a 

code of conduct intended to avert clashes over the various 
claims. 

“Absent a code of conduct, absent a diplomatic process, 
we can be certain of more incidents around the region,” he 
said, appearing with her. 

With recent developments, however, it is not clear that 
China is interested in any such code. The official news media 
in China has adopted an increasingly confident tone in the 
South China Sea disputes, asserting that the United States 
should accept that it is in decline. 

Editorials have warned the United States not to try to 
benefit from territorial disputes there and in the East China 
Sea, where an age-old dispute over islands near rich oil and 
gas fields has flared anew between China and Japan, a treaty 
ally with Washington. These islands are known in China as the 
Diaoyu, and in Japan as the Senkakus. 

Speaking on Monday at a regular Foreign Ministry press 
briefing in Beijing, a spokesman, Hong Lei, said the islands 
were “inherent” parts of China since “ancient times.” Without 
naming the United States, he warned outside parties against 
meddling. 

In a move that was interpreted as a modest victory for 
China, Japan’s prime minister, Yoshihiko Noda, sent a letter 
last week to China’s president, Hu Jintao, calling for “calm 
handling” by both sides. 

The letter was seen as a conciliatory gesture after a group 
of 10 activists backed by Tokyo businessmen, who say they 
want to buy the islands, organized a landing on the islands on 
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Aug. 19 without permission from the central Japanese 
authorities. 

A second group of activists, from the Tokyo metropolitan 
government, went to the waters near the islands over the 
weekend, calling themselves a survey team. Surveys would be 
a first step toward buying the islands. 

The dispute with the Philippines involves a cluster of 
reefs and rocks, the Scarborough Shoal, which is called 
Panatag in the Philippines and Huangyan in China. In May, 
the Obama administration quietly negotiated a deal that called 
for Filipino and Chinese vessels to leave the shoal. 

But the Chinese left behind a rope that still blocks the 
entrance to the lagoon, said two Asian diplomats familiar with 
the situation, who declined to be named per diplomatic 
protocol. 

The Philippines foreign affairs undersecretary, Laura del 
Rosario, said last Friday that three Chinese vessels remained 
just outside the lagoon, preventing any Filipino fishing vessels 
from entering. China has effectively established a new status 
quo at the shoal and appeared determined not to back down, 
the two diplomats said. 

In a public display of displeasure with Washington over 
the East China Sea disputes, China reacted quickly to a 
comment last week by the State Department’s spokeswoman, 
Victoria Nuland, that the United States refers to the islands as 
the Senkakus, as the Japanese do. 

She said the islands were under the administrative control 
of the government of Japan since they were “part of the 
reversion of Okinawa” in 1972, and thus fell under the United 
States-Japan defense treaty. 

Pressed by a Chinese reporter on whether Washington 
regarded the islands as part of Japanese territory, Ms. Nuland 
said, “We don’t take a position on the islands, but we do assert 
that they are covered under the treaty.” 

A Chinese specialist on Japan said Ms. Nuland’s 
comments were unacceptable. “Previously, the United States 
said it holds no position on sovereignty,” said Hu Lingyuan, 
the deputy director of the Center for Japanese Studies at Fudan 
University in Shanghai. “Now it’s contradicting itself. The 
Chinese people cannot accept this. The U.S. is very visibly 
taking sides with Japan.” 

Anti-Japanese sentiment has been stoked by full coverage 
on national television of the Japanese landings on the islands. 
In small villages and in provincial newspapers, the Japanese 
were the subject of vilification as people gathered around 
television sets. 

Adding to the tensions, the Japanese flag on the hood of 
the official car of the Japanese ambassador in China was 
ripped off last week as it traveled in Beijing. The Japanese 
press reported that four suspects had been questioned by the 
Beijing authorities but had not been detained. “It is alarming 
for Japan that many people praised the attack, calling the 
suspects heroes,” The Daily Yomiuri wrote in an editorial. 

A senior State Department official who will be in Beijing 
with Mrs. Clinton said the main goal of the trip was to calm 
what has been an inflamed summer across the region. “It is 
absolutely essential that cooler heads prevail in every capital,” 
the official said. 

Jane Perlez reported from Beijing, and Steven Lee Myers 
from Jakarta, Indonesia. Bree Feng contributed research. 
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3. At Military's 'Turning Point, Panetta Avoids Bold Moves 
(WASHINGTON POST 04 SEP 12) ... Greg Jaffe 

For most of the past year, Defense Secretary Leon E. 
Panetta has stressed that the vast military complex over which 
he presides is at a “strategic turning point.” 

A decade of grinding guerrilla war is drawing to a close. 
Defense budgets are shrinking. The implication is that major 
changes are coming to the military. 

So far, however, Panetta has cut few major weapons 
programs and steered clear of any bold moves aimed at 
remaking the military for this new era. The watchword for 
Panetta’s tenure, senior defense officials said, has been 
“humble.” 

“He’s told the service chiefs to be humble in their 
predictions of warfare,” one senior official said. 

Panetta’s approach reflects a management style that 
throughout his career has placed a premium on consensus over 
major reforms and collegiality over bold thinking, said 
officials who have worked with him. “He has always run a 
happy, productive shop,” said former ambassador James 
Dobbins, who worked closely with Panetta in the Clinton 
White House. 

Because he has not spent his career in the national 
security realm, Panetta has tended to rely more heavily on the 
Pentagon’s top generals for advice than his predecessors did, 
senior military officials said. 

In an interview describing his defense strategy, Panetta 
said he has helped craft an approach that hedges bets against a 
range of potential enemies. “It really does provide maximum 

flexibility,” he said. “The military is going to be smaller, but it 
is going to be more agile, more flexible and more deployable 
so that it moves fast and stays on the cutting edge of 
technology.” 

Panetta’s vision is notable for some of the big questions 
left unanswered. A highly touted promise to shift the 
military’s focus to Asia has produced little in the way of major 
new deployments. Nine months after it was unveiled, there is 
scant evidence of how it will be implemented. 

“This is a time when you would expect an intense focus 
on where we want to go and what we want to be,” said 
Andrew Hoehn, a senior vice president at the Rand Corp. and 
a former Pentagon strategist. Hoehn said such a debate does 
not appear to be happening inside the Pentagon or in the 
presidential campaigns, which have largely ignored national 
security issues. 

Although the war in Iraq has ended and troops are being 
withdrawn from Afghanistan, Panetta has not pressed the 
ground forces to conduct a tough and detailed examination of 
their performance in the two long and costly wars, said Eliot 
Cohen, a military historian at Johns Hopkins University and 
an adviser to Mitt Romney’s campaign. 

In recent years, Army and Marine Corps officers have 
tended to blame their struggles on the State Department and 
other federal agencies, which were unable to provide the 
necessary help to rebuild the war-torn countries’ governments 
and economies. 
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Cohen said the finger-pointing has prevented the ground 
services from acknowledging their own shortcomings, such as 
their inability to produce a core of experts in the culture, 
politics, history and languages of the two countries where they 
have spent most of the past decade fighting. 

Panetta said he would like to see the military do more in 
this area. “I think we have to look at the lessons that we draw, 
particularly from these last 10 years of war,” he said. “I’m not 
satisfied. I think more needs to be done.” 

The Obama administration’s defense strategy, meanwhile, 
plays down the likelihood of the military fighting major 
counterinsurgency wars in the coming years. To that end, 
Panetta has ordered the Army to shrink to about 490,000 
soldiers by 2017, a reduction of about 80,000 that will leave 
the force slightly larger than it was before Sept. 11, 2001. 

A Leadership Contrast 
A surprise pick to run the CIA in 2009, Panetta had spent 

most of his career as a congressman from California and a 
deficit hawk in the Clinton administration, including a stint as 
White House chief of staff. 

Even after 2 1/2 years at the CIA and 14 months at the 
Pentagon, Panetta’s speeches tend to steer clear of the kinds of 
detailed policy prescriptions and tough questions that were 
routine under Defense Secretary Robert M. Gates, his 
immediate predecessor. 

“Do we really need 11 [aircraft] carrier strike groups for 
another 30 years when no other country has more than one?” 
Gates asked a Navy audience in 2010. He also challenged the 
Marines to consider whether, in an era of increasingly precise 
cruise missiles, they would be called upon again to storm an 
enemy’s shore — a question that cuts to the core of the 
Marines’ identity. Gates’s goal was to encourage lower-
ranking officers to challenge military pieties. 

By contrast, Panetta sometimes sounds more like a 
congressman representing the “Pentagon district” than the 
leader of the world’s largest military. He talks frequently 
about his parents, who immigrated from Italy. And he 
regularly rails against the possibility that the Pentagon will 
have to absorb $500 billion in automatic cuts if Congress 
cannot agree on how to trim $1.2 trillion in government 
spending. The cuts, triggered under an arcane process known 
as sequestration, would come on top of an already mandated 
$487 billion in reductions. 

“It’s mindless, and it will ... do incredible damage to our 
national defense,” Panetta said last month in a speech in New 
York. 

As he did during his days as a congressman, Panetta 
spends most weekends in California, commuting home on a 
military jet at a cost of more than $800,000 as of this spring, 
the latest figures available. 

In the interview, Panetta played down the value of 
speeches that question the military’s most prized programs or 
press its officers to embrace new or unpopular ideas. 

“I don’t think it’s smart to challenge the services 
publicly,” he said. “My style has always been to basically 
work with a team and have everybody feel part of the team.” 

Generals Approve 
The Pentagon’s top generals say they appreciate Panetta’s 

less-confrontational style. 
“Gates was trying to challenge all of us,” Gen. Ray 

Odierno, the Army’s chief of staff, said in an interview. 
“Secretary Panetta just operates differently. He has been very 
transparent with the chiefs and allowed us to participate much 
more than we have in the past.” 

Panetta’s backers note that he is leading the Pentagon at a 
different time than Gates, who presided over a growing 
defense budget and could afford to raise tough questions 
without worrying that they would be used as fodder for cuts. 

Panetta also faces a greater array of threats than did 
Gates, whose time in the Pentagon was dominated by Iraq and 
Afghanistan. 

The current list of crises stretches from growing unrest in 
Syria and Iran’s nuclear ambitions to a new leader in North 
Korea and rising tensions between China and its neighbors 
around the South China Sea. He’s overseeing the withdrawal 
of U.S. forces from Afghanistan amid unrelenting Taliban 
attacks. 

“For the first time in a decade, the urgent priority mission 
is not staring us in the face,” said Michele Flournoy, who 
recently stepped down as the Pentagon’s top policy official. 

Panetta acknowledged the challenge of confronting 
myriad threats in an era of diminished resources. But he 
rejected criticism from those who say he lacks a vision or 
hasn’t pressed hard enough for change. 

“What kind of world are we going to be dealing with in 
the future?” he asked. “I think it’s going to look a lot like what 
we’re looking at now.” 
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MIDEAST: 
4. Syrian Minister Assails Egyptian And Turkish Leaders 
(NEW YORK TIMES 04 SEP 12) ... David D. Kirkpatrick 

BEIRUT, Lebanon —Syria’s top government spokesman 
declared Monday that the refugees fleeing its borders were 
welcome back “at any time,” mocked the presidents of Egypt 
and Turkey for their condemnations and called the armed 
opposition unfit for negotiations. 

The spokesman — Omran al-Zoubi, the minister of 
information — held an unusual televised news conference that 
appeared intended to rebut international criticism of Syria, 
including from the two presidents, over the swelling refugee 
crisis on its borders and the mounting death toll at home. 

He spoke after the end of the deadliest week and the 
deadliest month in the 18-month uprising, in which the 
government of President Bashar al-Assad has used its air force 
to carry out assaults on opposition supporters in several areas 
at once. UNICEF, the United Nations Children’s Fund, put the 
death toll for last week at 1,600. A Syrian opposition group 
said as many as 5,000 were killed in August, more than a fifth 
of the more than 23,000 who died over the previous year and 
half. 

Evidently concerned that the foreign criticism of the 
Assad government was penetrating Syria enough to influence 
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those still on the sidelines of the fight, Mr. Zoubi directed his 
most caustic remarks at Mohamed Morsi, an Islamist 
celebrated around the region as Egypt’s first democratically 
elected president. 

In his first high-profile foreign trip, Mr. Morsi used a visit 
last week to Syria’s regional sponsor, Iran, to strongly fault 
the Assad government for its bloody crackdown on what Mr. 
Morsi called a legitimate movement toward democracy. His 
speech captivated the Arab world. 

At the price of publicizing Mr. Morsi’s criticism over 
Syrian state television, Mr. Zoubi accused the new Egyptian 
president of being a stooge of the United States and Israel, no 
different than the strongman he replaced, Hosni Mubarak. 
“The beard is the only difference,” Mr. Zoubi said. 

Inside Syria, there were reports that the violence was 
spreading into neighborhoods of the capital, Damascus, that 
had been considered relatively neutral. 

The third bomb in less than a week exploded in the 
suburban neighborhood of Jaramana, which is populated 
mainly by members of the Christian and Druse minorities. The 
blast killed at least five people and wounded dozens of others. 
Witnesses said three fire engines and several ambulances 
responded to the scene. 

At least two Druse men, a Christian woman and her small 
child, were among those killed, mourners at the local hospital 
said. 

Last Tuesday, a car bomb in the same suburb killed two 
Druse men who were said by some residents to belong to the 
pro-Assad paramilitary groups known as the shabiha, though 
their affiliation could not be confirmed. The next night, a 
bomb went off at the two men’s funeral, killing more than a 
dozen people and wounding about 50 more. 

After the explosion on Monday, activists and residents 
traded theories about the possibility that members of the 
armed opposition, a loose alliance known as the Free Syrian 
Army, were attacking the Druse and Christians for supposed 
allegiance to the Assad government. 

Others said that Mr. Assad’s forces were planting the 
bombs to discredit the opposition and draw the Druse and 
Christians into the fight on the president’s side. 

Both groups are thought to have been staying out of the 
conflict, which has mainly pitted the Sunni Muslim majority 
against the members of Mr. Assad’s minority Alawite sect, 
who dominate the military. A 50-year-old resident of 
Jaramana who gave his name as Abu Fadi, weighing both 
theories, said, “The government wants us to fight the Sunnis, 
and the Sunnis want us to fight against the regime.” 

Mahed, a 40-year-old Druse who works for the 
government and lives on the street where the bomb went off, 
said of his mostly Christian and Druse neighbors: “We don’t 
participate in any anti-Assad activities. We want to live in 
peace. But I feel we engaged in the country’s war.” 

If the situation deteriorates, Mahed said, he will flee to his 
hometown in a Druse area of southern Syria because 
“Jaramana will be a battlefield between many sects, on top of 
the war between the governmental forces and armed groups.” 

In the city of Homs, under siege by Assad forces for more 
than 70 days, fighters seeking Mr. Assad’s ouster claimed that 
they had captured a national hospital. Rebels provided video 
showing a lengthy tunnel they had dug to plant explosives 
underneath a hospital, an explosion that sent an enormous 

cloud of smoke up over the city and crouching fighters 
moving toward the building as many shots rang out. Another 
activist described the same events independently. 

Witnesses reported that Mr. Assad’s air force attacked 
rebel positions in Al Bab, a suburb of Aleppo, another urban 
battleground. Activists said 25 people were killed in the 
collapse of a building that was struck. Video images circulated 
by activists and other pictures broadcast on satellite television 
appeared to show dead bodies, including that of a small child, 
being pulled from the rubble of a bombed building, but it was 
believed to be the site of a different attack on Monday. 

The Syrian Observatory for Human Rights, a group based 
in Britain, estimated that more than 100 people were killed in 
that attack and in other clashes around the country on Monday, 
making it an only moderately deadly day in the Syrian civil 
war. 

In his news conference, Mr. Zoubi, the information 
minister, said the Assad government would negotiate only 
with what he called the “national opposition.” But he ruled out 
any talks with the main opposition groups, armed and 
unarmed, whom he repeatedly portrayed as foreign agents. 

Mr. Zoubi appeared determined to rebut reports that the 
Assad government’s crackdown, and especially its air assaults, 
were forcing hundreds of thousands of Syrians to flee to 
desolate tent cities set up for refugees in Turkey, Jordan and 
Lebanon. The growing humanitarian crisis has alarmed the 
region. 

Mr. Zoubi said the refugees “don’t need permission” to 
return. “They can go back to their homes and their families,” 
he said. “There is nothing at all that prevents them.” 

He added: “The Syrian government did not and will never 
kick anyone out. The government will never accept that 
anyone has to live in a tent outside the country.” 

But he also voiced a qualifier that might discourage the 
return of supporters of the armed opposition: “Unless some of 
them are involved in crimes. 

“I am talking about families and children,” he said in 
reference to the more welcome refugees. 

Citing the refugee crisis, President Recep Tayyip Erdogan 
of Turkey has called for international intervention to establish 
a no-fly zone and safe areas within Syria for civilians fleeing 
the conflict. 

Mr. Zoubi said the Turkish president has “lost his 
legitimacy” and warned that Syrian armed forces would 
retaliate against such intervention, even if the proposed safe 
zone was just “a finger’s space.” 

“If anyone touches our national sovereignty, we will cut 
off his hands,” he said. 

He also pointedly warned foreign journalists against 
entering Syria without authorization. Some reporters who have 
done so to cover the conflict have died in Syria, including 
Anthony Shadid of The New York Times and Marie Colvin of 
The Sunday Times of London. Another American journalist, 
Austin Tice, 31, has been missing in Syria since mid-August. 

“A reporter who enters illegally is committing two 
mistakes, putting himself in question legally and going beyond 
the limits of his profession,” he said. He promised that any 
who were caught would be criminally prosecuted. 

Hwaida Saad contributed reporting from Beirut, and a 
Syrian employee of The New York Times from Damascus, 
Syria. 
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5. Officials Say U.S. Intervention In Syria Is Unlikely 
Despite rising death toll, administration may not expand role for months 
(WASHINGTON POST 03 SEP 12) ... Anne Gearan and Karen DeYoung 

A sharp escalation in fighting and civilian deaths in Syria, 
pleas for help from rebel fighters and a tide of war-zone 
refugees are focusing American attention on a high-stakes 
Mideast conflict nine weeks before the U.S. presidential 
election. 

Yet, as bad as the Syrian fighting looks, with an estimated 
20,000 dead and hundreds of thousands of refugees in 
neighboring countries, intervention by the United States or 
international authorities appears remote. 

Even a limited expansion of the minimal U.S. role is 
unlikely for the next several months and perhaps beyond, 
according to American and foreign officials. 

“We could get dragged into this, no question, but we’re 
just not there yet,” said one of several senior U.S. officials 
who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss the 
complicated internal and diplomatic debates over Syria. 

U.S. and other Western officials still predict that Syrian 
President Bashar al-Assad will eventually fall, but they said 
the 18-month-old conflict appears to be settling into a long 
war of attrition. 

Against that bleak assessment, the Obama administration 
is resisting scattered calls in Europe and from the Free Syrian 
Army rebels to provide weapons and to establish an 
internationally protected humanitarian corridor or a buffer 
zone for displaced Syrians inside their country. 

“The bottom line is that [such protected areas] would 
necessitate a no-fly zone,” a second administration official 
said. No humanitarian organization would enter Syria without 
guaranteed protection from air attacks and, the official said, 
“that would require taking out Syrian air defenses. This is a 
very slippery slope.” 

This official and others insisted that all possibilities, 
including military intervention, remain on the table. “There’s 
not a thing ... that we aren’t hotly debating,” he said. “There’s 
nothing that we haven’t turned up and down, looked at and 
scrubbed. We want to do more. But we’re putting that against 
what would be effective and in our interests.” 

The rebels have taken territory and shown increasing 
military skill. But they are still no match for the heavy 
weapons of the Assad regime, and they are pleading for 
outside help. 

In an interview broadcast Wednesday, Assad 
acknowledged the expanding scope of the war but predicted 
victory. 

“We are fighting a regional and global war, so time is 
needed to win it,” he said on the pro-regime private TV station 
Dunya. “We are moving forward. The situation is practically 
better, but it has not been decided yet. That takes time.” 

Variables For The U.S. 
The administration, officials said, thinks that the rebels 

have made steady progress, using weapons taken from Syrian 
government forces and those provided and paid for by Persian 
Gulf states. But U.S. officials worry that any weapons given to 
shoot down Syrian planes or attack government tanks might 
fall into the hands of extremists within a rebel movement that 

has yet to unify around a workable and democratic plan for a 
transition after Assad’s fall. 

“We worry that there is a higher degree of radical Islamist 
penetration in Syria, and we don’t want weapons falling into 
the wrong hands later,” said a third senior administration 
official involved in the planning for a post-Assad Syria. 

At least 1,600 people have been killed in the past week, 
the highest death toll for a single week since the uprising 
began in March 2011, according to UNICEF. 

Heavy fighting in the past month has killed at least 5,440 
people, including 4,114 civilians, making August the deadliest 
month of the conflict, according to the Britain-based Syrian 
Observatory for Human Rights. 

In recent days, rebel forces have been targeting 
government military facilities across the country. Two blasts 
at an army base in central Damascus injured four people 
Sunday, according to Syrian state media. 

Despite the rising death toll, there is little U.S. appetite 
for another distant war or public pressure on President Obama 
to intervene. In a news conference last month, Obama said the 
Syrian government’s use of its chemical weapons stockpiles 
would constitute a “red line” that would change his calculus. 

Republican presidential nominee Mitt Romney has 
criticized Obama as tentative on Syria, but he has not called 
for military intervention. And a senior Romney adviser last 
week rejected calls for a “no-fly zone.” 

For now, U.S. efforts are focused on helping close ally 
Turkey, which is bearing the brunt of what the United Nations 
said are nearly 230,000 refugees who have fled Syria at a 
rapidly increasing rate. 

Bolstering Turkey 
Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton traveled to 

Turkey last month to discuss Ankara’s call for a protected 
zone for the refugees inside Syria. Clinton promised additional 
U.S. humanitarian assistance, but she reiterated that military 
measures are unworkable or shortsighted, according to 
American and other officials who described the meetings on 
the standard diplomatic condition of anonymity. 

Although France and others have voiced support for some 
form of military action, Britain and the bulk of NATO share 
the United States’ reluctance, diplomats said. 

In a briefing to the U.N. Security Council on Thursday, 
Turkish Foreign Minister Ahmet Davutoglu proposed urgent 
measures. He asked that council diplomats visit camps for 
Syrian refugees in Turkey and other neighboring countries, 
and he sought the formation of a joint committee of Syria’s 
neighbors and U.N. refu-gee officials to deal with the issue. 

Comparing the situation in Syria to the slaughter of 
civilians in Bosnia during the 1990s, Davutoglu said the 
United Nations is missing a “historic opportunity” to avert 
catastrophe. 

Russia and China have repeatedly vetoed council 
resolutions calling for international action in Syria. Although 
Turkey is a NATO member, it has resisted asking the alliance 
for military assistance, partly out of concern that the Arab 
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world would blame it for inviting outside powers into the 
region. 

“We think this is the only solution,” a Turkish official 
said of outside intervention, “but we are aware that if Turkey 
takes the lead in taking NATO into Syria, it will be 
remembered for decades. People will say our Turkish brothers 
did this.” 

Syria has rejected refugee protection areas inside its 
borders, meaning that such zones would have to be enforced 
by foreign militaries, U.S. officials said. 

Rebel-held areas near the northwestern Syrian city of 
Aleppo and the Turkish border — the likely sites of any safe 
zone or no-fly area — are within range of Syrian air defenses 
as far away as south of Damascus, the officials said. Syria also 
has mobile air defense units. 

A limited zone, called “no-fly lite” by advocates, would 
be “like being half-pregnant,” said a U.S. official familiar with 
the discussions. “There’s no such thing.” 

Although some have cited the NATO action in Libya last 
year as a model, Western officials say the situations are not 
comparable. 

Libya’s unified opposition, favorable geography and 
limited defenses made intervention far less risky than it would 

be in Syria. In addition, the Libyan operation was endorsed by 
the United Nations, the Arab League and NATO, none of 
which has approved intervention in Syria. The Arab League is 
divided on the issue, and NATO would be reluctant to get 
involved, especially without U.S. support, even if Turkey 
asked for help. 

The role of regional powers has assumed greater 
significance because of the Security Council stalemate. Some 
of Syria’s neighbors were encouraged last week when 
Egyptian President -Mohamed Morsi issued an unusually 
strong denunciation of Assad during a meeting of the Non-
Aligned Movement in -Assad-allied Iran. 

Although he did not call for military intervention, Morsi 
said Syria’s neighbors had a duty to intercede. 

“The bloodshed in Syria is our responsibility ... and we 
have to know that the bloodshed cannot stop without effective 
interference from all of us,” the Reuters news agency quoted 
Morsi as saying. 

As Syria’s foreign minister stormed out of the session, 
Morsi said other countries should show solidarity with a 
“political vision” for a democratic Syria. 

Babak Dehghanpisheh in Beirut contributed to this 
report. 
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6. U.S., Israel To Test New Arrow-3 Missile 
Partners Push To Make Up For Program Delays 
(DEFENSE NEWS 03 SEP 12) ... Barbara Opall-Rome 

TEL AVIV — After a nearly one-year delay, U.S. and 
Israeli managers of the joint Arrow program are preparing to 
flight-test the new Arrow-3, a highly agile, hit-to-kill 
interceptor designed to destroy Iranian Shahab-class ballistic 
missiles and future threats well beyond Earth's atmosphere. 

According to Pentagon budget documents released early 
last year, the first flyout of the two-stage Arrow-3 was planned 
during 2011, followed by a second flyout in 2012 before a 
debut intercept test by the end of 2013. 

Under the revised schedule, the first Arrow-3 flyout will 
occur in the near future, with a debut intercept test against a 
new Israeli-developed Silver Sparrow target planned by the 
end of 2014. Depending on the data gained from the upcoming 
flyout and the number of so-called knowledge points achieved 
in that test, there may not be a need for a second flyout before 
the debut intercept, now scheduled for late 2014. 

"If all goes letter perfect, they may not need to expend 
another missile," a missile defense expert here said. "It's a 
decision that will be made jointly after meticulous review of 
all flight test data." 

Israel Aerospace Industries (IAI), prime contractor for the 
Arrow weapon system, announced in March that the first test 
of the advanced Arrow-3 would be performed "in the near 
future." The statement cited remarks by Itzhak Kaya, Arrow 
program director at IAI, delivered at an aerospace conference 
near Tel Aviv, that the up-coming test would confirm the 
missile's effectiveness. 

Kaya said Arrow-3, along with improved versions of 
Arrow based on the operational Arrow-2 interceptor, would be 

"more capable than ever to deal with future threats ... ensuring 
successful target interception with high levels of certainty." 

Developed by IAI, the exoatmospheric, two-stage Arrow-
3 uses pivoting optical sensors and its own upper-stage kick 
motor instead of separate control rockets to steer itself 
precisely into in-coming targets. Designed to flynearly twice 
as high at half the weight of Arrow-2, the Arrow-3 is expected 
to provide multiple opportunities to shoot down advanced, 
maneuvering and possibly nuclear-equipped targets. 

According to Pentagon budget justification documents, 
the upper-tier Arrow-3 "will increase the system's capability 
against advanced threats by providing approximately four 
times the current Arrow-2 battle space." 

In a salvo situation, the new missile will be able to shoot 
twice against a single target, assess for battle damage and 
divert to other approaching threats. 

Initial fielding of planned Block 5 versions of the system, 
which links the operational Arrow-2 and the upper-tier Arrow-
3 into a single network, is expected by the end of 2015, and 
sources here insist they are still on track to achieve that goal. 

The improved Block 5 network, according to documents 
presented to Congress by the Pentagon's Missile Defense 
Agency, includes a new long-range detection suite (LRDS) 
composed of an unmanned airborne electro-optical sensor and 
a new ground-based Silver Oak radar. 

The Arrow-3 interceptors and LRDS supporting elements 
will join Arrow-2 launchers and interceptors, Green Pine and 
Super Green Pine radars, Citron Tree Battle Management 
Centers and the Hazlenut Tree Launcher Control Center now 
used in Block 4 versions of the Arrow. 
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7. Iran, North Korea Sign Technology Agreement 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 02 SEP 12) 

Iran and North Korea signed a scientific and technological 
cooperation agreement Saturday, bringing the two nations 
deeply at odds with the U.S. closer together. 

Iranian state TV did not provide further details on the 
document but said it will include setting up joint scientific and 
technological laboratories, exchange of scientific teams 
between the two countries and transfer of technology in the 
fields of information technology, energy, environment, 
agriculture and food. 

Any technical accord between Pyongyang and Tehran is 
likely to raise suspicions in the West. The U.S. has repeatedly 
accused North Korea of providing Iran with advanced missiles 
capable of targeting Western European capitals. 

Last year, Iran denied a U.N. panel report saying that 
North Korea and Iran appear to have been regularly 
exchanging ballistic missiles, components and technology in 
violation of U.N. sanctions. 

Iran's state TV said the agreement was signed in Tehran in 
the presence of Iranian President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad and 

North Korea's nominal head of state, Kim Yong Nam, by 
Iran's Minister of Science, Research and Technology Kamran 
Daneshjoo and North Korea's Foreign Minister Pak Ui Chun. 

Iran's Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei told Kim, 
president of the Presidium of the Supreme People's Assembly, 
that North Korea and Iran have "common enemies." 

"Arrogant powers don't tolerate independent 
governments," Khamenei told Kim. "In the march towards 
great goals, one should be serious, and pressures, sanctions 
and threats should not cause any crack in (our) determination." 

In a separate meeting, President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad 
said Kim's visit would have a "great impact on strengthening 
bilateral ties, expanding cooperation and boosting the anti-
hegemonic front." 

Both countries are bitter enemies of the U.S. and the 
West. Iranian and North Korean officials have said in the past 
that their nations are in "one trench" in the fight against the 
Western powers. 
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8. To Back Democracy, U.S. Prepares To Cut $1 Billion From Egypt’s Debt 
(NEW YORK TIMES 04 SEP 12) ... Steven Lee Myers 

WASHINGTON — Nearly 16 months after first pledging 
to help Egypt’s failing economy, the Obama administration is 
nearing an agreement with the country’s new government to 
relieve $1 billion of its debt as part of an American and 
international assistance package intended to bolster its 
transition to democracy, administration officials said. 

The administration’s efforts, delayed by Egypt’s political 
turmoil and by wariness in Washington about new leaders 
emerging from its first free elections, gained new urgency in 
recent weeks, even as the United States risks losing influence 
and investment opportunities to countries like China. President 
Mohamed Morsi chose China for his first official visit outside 
of the Middle East, although a spokesman said the crisis in 
Syria was the main issue driving the visit. 

In addition to the debt assistance, the administration has 
thrown its support behind a $4.8 billion loan being negotiated 
between Egypt and the International Monetary Fund. Last 
week, it dispatched the first of two delegations to work out 
details of the proposed debt assistance, as well as $375 million 
in financing and loan guarantees for American financiers who 
invest in Egypt and a $60 million investment fund for 
Egyptian businesses. 

The assistance underscores the importance of shoring up 
Egypt at a time of turmoil and change across the Middle East, 
including the relatively peaceful uprisings in Egypt and 
Tunisia, Libya’s unfinished transition, the showdown over 
Iran’s nuclear program and the war in Syria. 

Mr. Morsi has called for President Bashar al-Assad of 
Syria to leave power and end the bloodshed there, while 
China, along with Russia and Iran, has been a supporter of Mr. 
Assad as his military assaults opposition strongholds and 
civilians. 

Given Egypt’s influence in the Arab world, the officials 
said, its economic recovery and political stability could have a 
profound influence on other nations in transition and ease 

wariness in Israel about the tumultuous political changes 
under way. 

The administration’s revived push came after Mr. Morsi 
won the presidency in June and overcame a constitutional 
showdown with the Egypt’s military rulers. 

Mr. Morsi and his Islamic movement, the Muslim 
Brotherhood, have since made it clear that the struggling 
economy is their most urgent priority, brushing aside 
reservations about American and international assistance and 
outright opposition to it from other Islamic factions. 

American officials say they have been surprised by how 
open Mr. Morsi and his advisers have been to economic 
changes, with a sharp focus on creating jobs. 

“They sound like Republicans half the time,” one 
administration official said, referring to leaders of the Muslim 
Brotherhood, which was long banned from office under the 
former president, Hosni Mubarak, a close American ally. 

Hoping to capitalize on what they see as a ripening 
investment climate, the State Department and the U.S. 
Chamber of Commerce will take executives from nearly 50 
American companies, like Caterpillar and Xerox, to Cairo 
beginning Saturday as part of one of the largest trade 
delegations ever. The officials and executives will urge the 
government to make changes in taxation, bankruptcy and labor 
laws to improve the investment climate. 

“It’s important for the U.S. to give Egypt a reason to look 
to the West, as well as the East,” said Lionel Johnson, the 
chamber’s vice president for the Middle East and North 
Africa. 

From the start of the popular uprisings in Tunisia and 
Egypt in 2011, President Obama and others argued that the 
United States and the rest of the world needed to address the 
poverty and joblessness that fueled popular anger and 
opposition to authoritarian governments in the region. 

The assistance that Mr. Obama first pledged in a speech at 
the State Department in May 2011 has been slow in coming, 
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because of the political turmoil and street unrest in Egypt, the 
sluggish bureaucracy in Washington and anger in Congress 
over the prosecution by Egypt of American nongovernmental 
organizations that promote democracy. 

The delay has frustrated officials who fear that the United 
States has risked missing an opportunity to reshape a 
relationship that for decades was focused more on arms sales 
and security than on economic prosperity for a broad group of 
Egyptians. 

“Our goal is to send a very strong message to Egypt that 
the government understands it’s not just about assistance,” 
Deputy Secretary of State Thomas R. Nides, who will travel 
with the Chamber of Commerce delegation, said in an 
interview. “It’s about growth and business.” 

Egypt’s economy is increasingly precarious, with 
dwindling foreign-exchange reserves and nagging 
unemployment. The instability that followed the toppling of 
Mr. Mubarak devastated tourism, one of the country’s greatest 
sources of foreign currency. 

Saudi Arabia and Qatar have stepped in to provide 
emergency infusions totaling $3 billion, while China offered 
Mr. Morsi a $200 million loan for Egypt and signed 
investment contracts in agriculture and telecommunications. 

The director of the International Monetary Fund, 
Christine Lagarde, took the unusual step of attending the 
opening negotiations for its $4.8 billion loan, underscoring the 
urgency of Egypt’s crisis and the international community’s 
determination to help. A year ago, when the military leaders 
dominated the transitional government, Egypt refused to even 
discuss a loan. 

Egypt’s new prime minister, Hesham Qandil, said he 
hoped the loan would be completed by the end of the year. 
Officials from this week’s delegation have remained in Egypt 
to hammer out the details of the American debt assistance, 
which they said would be completed in conjunction with the 
International Monetary Fund program. 

Egypt’s debt to the United States exceeds $3 billion, most 
of it from a program called Food for Peace that offered loans 
to buy American agricultural products after the Camp David 
peace accords with Israel during the Carter administration. 
The $1 billion in debt relief proposed by Mr. Obama has been 
cobbled together from unspent money from assistance 
programs. 

The administration is negotiating whether to waive some 
debt payments altogether or allow “debt swaps,” in which the 
money that would otherwise pay down the American debt is 
spent on training and infrastructure projects in Egypt intended 
to attract private investment and create jobs. Congress has 
attached conditions to American assistance in Egypt, requiring 
Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton to certify, among 
other things, that the country continues to abide by its treaty 
with Israel. 

American and Israeli officials, including Michael B. Oren, 
Israel’s ambassador to the United States, have sought to assure 
members of Congress that assistance should proceed, despite 
reservations about the Muslim Brotherhood’s political rise. 
They have argued that persistently high unemployment, 
especially among women and young people, could undermine 
Mr. Morsi’s government, causing further instability in Egypt 
and beyond. Robert D. Hormats, the under secretary of state 
for economic affairs, who led last week’s delegation, lavished 
praised on Mr. Morsi’s early stewardship. “The groundwork 
has been set with a new political leadership, a new level of 
energy and new opportunities to reform,” he said in Cairo on 
Wednesday. 

Egypt also had some requests for the United States. Mr. 
Qandil, the new prime minister, raised the State Department’s 
longstanding travel warning for Egypt, which notes “the 
continuing possibility of sporadic unrest.” 

Mr. Qandil asked Mr. Hormats to emphasize that 
disruptions were limited to small parts of the country. 
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ASIA – PACIFIC: 
9. Asian Giants Seek Better Ties; China's Defense Minister In India 
(REUTERS 02 SEP 12) ... Frank Jack Daniel  

NEW DELHI - A rare visit to India by China's defense 
minister should help avoid flare-ups along the border between 
the nuclear-armed Asian giants at a time when Beijing is 
grappling with a change of leadership and friction in the South 
China Sea. 

But General Liang Guanglie's trip -- the first by a Chinese 
defense minister in eight years -- also highlights growing 
competition between the two emerging powers as they jostle 
for influence and resources across Asia. 

Liang is due to arrive in Mumbai on Sunday afternoon 
after stopping in Sri Lanka, the island nation off the south 
coast of India that sits on vital ocean trade routes. 

There he sought to play down Indian fears that China is 
threading a "string of pearls" -- or encircling it by financing 
infrastructure and military strength in neighbors stretching 
from Pakistan to the Maldives. 

"China attaches great importance to its relations with the 
South Asian nations, and commits itself to forging harmonious 

co-existence and mutually beneficial and win-win cooperation 
with them," he said in speech to Sri Lankan soldiers. 

"The PLA's (People's Liberation Army) efforts in 
conducting friendly exchanges and cooperation with its 
counterparts in the South Asian nations are intended for 
maintaining regional security and stability and not targeted at 
any third party." 

As neighbors and emerging superpowers, India and China 
have a complex relationship. Trade has grown at a dizzying 
rate but Beijing is wary of India's close ties to Washington and 
memories of a border war with China half a century ago are 
still fresh in New Delhi. 

Despite 15 rounds of high level talks to resolve the 
dispute about where their Himalayan border lies, neither side 
is close to giving up any territory. Liang is not expected to 
broach the territorial issue on his trip. 

Analysts say Liang's India tour will demonstrate that 
Beijing is managing the often twitchy relations with its 
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neighbor just ahead of its once-in-a-decade leadership 
transition. 

"China's leadership has one primary objective: how do we 
continue without any convulsions," said Uday Bhaskar, 
director of the National Maritime Foundation, a New Delhi 
think-tank. 

"You do not want to have anything to do with India just 
now which is rocking the boat, as it were," he said. 

Aid For Islands 
In Sri Lanka, Liang pledged $12 million in military aid, 

adding to billions of dollars spent helping President Mahinda 
Rajapaksa win a 25-year-old civil war and rebuild his ruined 
nation's ports and roads. 

Emphasizing China's growing clout in the region, 
President Mohammed Waheed of the Indian Ocean 
archipelago nation the Maldives left for Beijing on Friday to 
arrange $500 million in loans, partly for infrastructure. 

In turn, India courts close ties with Vietnam. Its 
exploration of an oil block in the South China Sea has needled 
Beijing, which claims the sovereignty over almost all of the 
sea and has stepped up its military presence there. 

Both China and India say they are committed to attaining 
prosperity through peaceful means. Business relations are 
booming and trade flows have reached an annual $75.5 billion, 
up from just $3 billion a decade ago. Trade is skewed in 
China's favor. 

During the four day trip to India, Liang will talk about 
border security with his counterpart Defense Minister A.K. 
Antony, India said this week, and they may announce a new 
round of joint military exercises -- following on from a recent 
joint naval practice in Shanghai. 

No more details have been announced, but the two sides 
are expected to discuss their mutual neighbors Afghanistan 
and Pakistan, and the security challenges they face when 
NATO forces start leaving the region in 2014. 

Tibet 

Liang's delegation includes Yang Jinshan, commander of 
the Tibet military district -- on the vast and troubled 
Himalayan plateau bordering India. China and India fought a 
brief border war in 1962, two years after India gave asylum to 
the Dalai Lama, who Beijing considers a separatist. 

The last time a Chinese Defense minister visited India 
was in 2004. Since then, Beijing has spent billions of dollars 
on train lines, roads and military hardware in Tibet. India has 
also spent heavily to strengthen its defenses along the frontier, 
which the two sides dispute, despite years of talks. 

Minor incidents of both nations' troops crossing the 
border are common, but major flare-ups are avoided through 
meetings of low and mid-rank officers, as well as senior 
military delegations and a cabinet-level hotline. 

Instability has increased in Tibet in the lead up to the 
Chinese leadership change, with 51 Tibetans setting fire to 
themselves in gruesome protests against Beijing's heavy-
handed rule in the region. 

Liang's visit follows a number of high intensity unilateral 
military exercises by both countries in the border region in the 
past year. 

More recently, India's ambassador to China was allowed 
to tour Tibet, a rare occurrence, and an Indian military 
delegation was taken to the region's capital Lhasa. 

Jayadeva Ranade, a retired Indian senior civil servant and 
China expert, said China's recent warmth toward India 
reflected its concerns about military escalation in the South 
China Sea, and perception that India is being drawn into the 
U.S. "pivot" to Asia, which Beijing sees as containment. 

While he welcomed Liang's trip, Ranade said India was 
disappointed China's next president had not yet visited. 

"It's a tepid gesture -- earlier they were expecting a higher 
level visit, Xi Jinping was expected to come. That would have 
been something," Ranade said. 

Additional reporting by Ranga Sirilal in Colombo and 
Sabrina Mao in Beijing 
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10. U.S. Defense Firms Trying To Find Bigger Foothold In India 
But deals to buy and sell weapons have proved difficult 
(WASHINGTON POST 02 SEP 12) ... Rama Lakshmi 

ADIBATLA, INDIA — The strategic defense partnership 
between the United States and India should have been a match 
made in heaven. The first is the world’s biggest arms 
manufacturer; the second is among the biggest arms importers. 

But the legacy of decades of mistrust, together with 
lingering barriers to technology transfer, continues to dog 
defense trade between two allies whose relationship President 
Obama said would be “one of the defining partnerships of the 
21st century.” 

A year after the crushing blow of losing India’s mammoth 
$12 billion contract for 126 fighter aircraft, the United States 
is now paying closer attention to India’s concerns. Many of 
the problems date back to the fallout of the U.S sanctions 
imposed on India in the wake of its nuclear tests, a move that 
froze technology sharing. 

“We want to knock down any remaining bureaucratic 
barriers in our defense relationship and strip away the 
impediments,” Ashton Carter, the U.S. deputy defense 
secretary, said during a visit to India in July. 

Carter was asked recently to take on the task of easing 
defense trade and technology transfer to India, and he says the 
U.S. government has begun to rework stringent export 
controls that hinder sharing of high-end technology. 

“We trust India and know India is not a re-exporter or 
exploiter of our technologies,” Carter said. “We want to move 
beyond defense trade and towards cooperative research and 
development and co-production with India.” 

With a wary eye on China’s military buildup, India is in 
the midst of an ambitious defense acquisition program — 
worth about $100 billion over more than a decade — to 
replace its aging Soviet-era arsenal and buy new fighter 
aircraft, maritime patrol aircraft, infantry combat vehicles, 
helicopters, assault rifles, underwater submarines and tanks. 

Because India’s own defense production industry is 
relatively small, much of that equipment has to be imported. 

But India also wants an opportunity to build its domestic 
defense expertise every time it buys defense equipment from a 
foreign company — and in the long term become more self-
reliant. 
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It is an effort that the United States is now trying to 
embrace. 

A factory in the middle of a large swath of pastoral 
farmland in Adibatla, outside the southern Indian city of 
Hyderabad, is a model of how to build both goodwill and 
partnership, U.S. and Indian officials say. 

The Bethesda-based aerospace major Lockheed Martin 
and the Indian company Tata Advanced Systems are jointly 
producing wing parts and tail sections for the American Super 
Hercules military transport aircraft at Adibatla. 

Earlier this month, the factory produced six wing parts in 
India to be assembled in Lockheed Martin’s Atlanta factory. 

“India is an expanding market for us, and by building our 
industrial footprint here, we are saying: ‘ We are not here to 
sell and walk away. We have got our skin in the game. We are 
here to stay,’” Abhay Paranjape, national executive for India 
at Lockheed Martin Aeronautics, said in an interview. 

Defense trade between the United States and India grew 
from almost nothing to generate $8 billion since 2005, 
marking a definite shift on India’s part toward buying 
American equipment. But Russia continues to be the top arms 
supplier to India, with the United States and Israel vying for 
second. 

The big disappointment came last year when, after several 
rounds of fierce competition, the contract for 126 fighter 
aircraft went to the French company Dassault. 

“There was a lot of scratching of heads here when the 
U.S. lost the contract, given that the U.S. had invested such a 
lot of political and diplomatic capital into this relationship,” 
said S. Amer Latif, visiting fellow at the Washington-based 
Center for Strategic and International Studies. 

The 2005 civil nuclear energy deal helped cement the 
United States’s relationship with India as a counter to China’s 
rise in Asia. The U.S. plan to move 60 percent of its naval 
fleet to the Asia Pacific by 2020 makes the partnership with 
India vital. 

“The big difference between other countries and the U.S. 
is that others look at India as a commercial market,” Latif said. 
“But the U.S. defense partnership with India is a key 

component of a larger strategic partnership that it hopes to 
foster based on converging interests.” 

In India, though, the vision is somewhat different. New 
Delhi closely guards its strategic freedom and is reluctant to 
get too closely aligned militarily with Washington. 

India has dragged its feet on signing key agreements that 
would enable the closer defense cooperation that the U.S. 
government has been asking for, including promises to 
provide logistical support to the American military and 
increase defense communication interoperability. 

A senior Indian Defense Ministry official, who spoke on 
the condition of anonymity because he is not authorized to talk 
to reporters, said India wants to avoid getting fully locked into 
U.S. weapons systems not only because it could be politically 
controversial but also because memories of the U.S. sanctions, 
after the Indian nuclear tests in 1974 and 1998, are still fresh 
here. 

To gain defense technology expertise, India requires that 
30 percent of the value of all defense contracts worth at least 
$55 million be plowed back into the Indian defense industry. 

But foreign defense vendors say they feel handcuffed by 
the obligations and have complained that India’s private 
industry is just too small to absorb the huge volume of the 
offset contracts. In response, New Delhi agreed to give the 
United States more latitude by allowing investment in civil 
aviation, homeland security and training, as well in defense. 

U.S. defense experts have also urged India to allow 
foreign investors to take on a majority stake in defense firms, 
up from a current limit of 24 percent, to facilitate higher-end 
technology partnerships. Experts say that offset obligations 
often lead companies to merely check the boxes and not 
transfer any real technological expertise. 

The Adibatla factory was not built as part of a defense 
offset obligation, “but we will get offset benefits from this 
facility in the long term,” Paranjape said. 

By 2014, the factory will manufacture a component every 
15 days for the Super Hercules military aircraft, according to 
Paranjape. 

“This is just the beginning,” he said. “This can practically 
grow into anything.” 
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11. Taiwan To Build Six Minehunters 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 03 SEP 12) 

TAIPEI - Taiwan plans to spend $1.2 billion on building 
six minehunters as part of efforts to negate China's ability to 
blockade the island in a future conflict, a legislator said 
Monday. 

The minehunters will be built between 2013 and 2025, 
according to Lin Yu-fang, a legislator of the ruling 
Kuomintang party who sits on parliament's defence 
committee. He was citing the defence ministry's draft 2013 
budget. 

"Once the project is completed, the navy's anti-blockade 
capabilities will be enhanced significantly," he said in a 
statement, adding that the budget, scheduled to total Tw$35.9 
billion, was pending parliament's final approval. 

Last month Taiwan received two Osprey class 
minehunters, the second largest vessel of its kind in the world, 
from the United States, the island's leading arms supplier 
despite a lack of diplomatic ties since 1979. 

Ties between Taiwan and giant neighbour China have 
improved markedly since Ma Ying-jeou of the Beijing-
friendly Kuomintang came to power in 2008 on a platform of 
beefing up trade and tourism links with the mainland. 

But Beijing still sees Taiwan as part of its territory 
awaiting reunification, by force if necessary, even though the 
island has governed itself since their split at the end of a civil 
war in 1949. 

China has repeatedly threatened to use military force 
against Taiwan should the island declare formal independence, 
prompting Taipei to seek more advanced weapons. 

A blockade is one of the ways in which China is 
considered likely to exert military pressure on Taiwan, as a 
full-scale D-day style invasion might be far too costly for the 
mainland military. 
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AFGHANISTAN: 
12. Hitting Pause In Afghanistan 
(NEW YORK TIMES 03 SEP 12) ... Richard A. Oppel Jr. and Graham Bowley 

KABUL, Afghanistan — An American commander's 
decision to suspend the training of new Afghan Local Police 
recruits for at least a month was the first tap on the brakes for 
what has been a headlong drive to fill out a police force. From 
the very beginning, the program has been one of the most 
controversial in the Afghan security plan. 

The suspension, by Maj. Gen. Raymond Thomas III, the 
head of the American Special Operations command here, 
came to light on Saturday and was rooted in an intense surge 
of insider killings by Afghan forces against their Western 
trainers, including a stretch of one week in August in which 
five Special Operations trainers were gunned down, officials 
said. 

But it was also a reflection of growing concerns that the 
entire effort to train Afghan forces — a linchpin of American 
plans to leave Afghanistan by 2014 that includes the much 
larger Afghan Army and National Police programs — had 
grown so quickly that it was putting intense strain on the 
system to weed out bad or disloyal candidates. 

Lt. Gen. Adrian Bradshaw, the British deputy commander 
of the American-led military coalition here, said that after a 
five-year stretch in which the overall Afghan security force 
strength had grown to more than 350,000, up from fewer than 
100,000 in 2007, there was clearly a need to re-evaluate the 
vetting process. Thousands are to be rescreened. 

“It is hardly surprising that that process offered some 
challenges,” General Bradshaw said. “One of the things we 
had identified some time ago was the need to continue to 
improve the vetting process of recruits.” 

He noted that the Afghan National Army and National 
Police had already been conducting an investigation since 
March that has led to 200 to 300 Afghan soldiers being 
removed from duty, a portion of whom now face criminal 
prosecution or dismissal. A large swath of the regular Afghan 
security forces has been rescreened, but he did not know the 
precise number. 

But even before the escalation of insider killings by 
Afghan forces, the Afghan Local Police program had been a 
singular cause of concern. 

American Special Operations forces, who are in charge of 
the effort to train and arm local police militias to resist the 
Taliban in remote areas, have long grappled with problems 
within the local police program, from petty thievery and 
bullying to extortion rackets and murder, one American 
official in Washington said. Human rights workers have raised 
alarms about abuses by the Afghan force members for years, 
and President Hamid Karzai was wary about a program with 
the potential to set up a whole new system of unaccountable 
militias. 

Bad behavior by members of the Afghan Local Police, 
roughly 16,000 nationwide, “goes back to recruitment and 
vetting,” the American official said, speaking on condition of 
anonymity because the program is officially regarded as a 
success. “The process is broken, or maybe it never completely 

was working. If you recruit the young tough guys in a village, 
they go out and act like young tough guys with power.” 

Those issues, and the fact that the crimes are being 
committed by forces acting with the imprimatur of the United 
States, in many ways pose a greater long-term threat to 
Afghanistan’s stability and the American role there in the 
coming years than insider attacks, which may slow as the 
drawdown picks up pace, the American official said. 

But the local police program is also an enormous 
American investment, seen as critical to extending the fight 
against the Taliban once NATO is gone. 

General Bradshaw said that there has not been any 
internal debate about pulling back from the Afghan Local 
Police program. “The A.L.P. has proven to be extraordinarily 
capable,” he said. 

Indeed, the training halt seems to be a local decision: 
General Thomas discussed his plan with his boss — Gen. 
John. R. Allen of the Marine Corps, the commander of 
American and NATO troops in Afghanistan, who concurred 
— and he informed the Afghan Interior Ministry, an officer 
close to General Thomas said. But the debate seemed to stop 
there, for the decision surprised not only officials at the 
Pentagon but also the Afghan commander of the Afghan Local 
Police program, Gen. Ali Shah Ahmadzia, who said in an 
interview on Sunday that he had not known about it. 

The halt involves only about 3 percent of the total number 
of Afghan security forces in training. No similar plan to halt 
training of regular Afghan National Army and Afghan 
National Police recruits has even been debated internally, 
General Bradshaw said. “I am not aware of any discussions of 
that nature,” he said. 

General Bradshaw and other military officials said the 
halt was also partly because of the unique nature of the 
Afghan Local Police program: While the Afghan National 
Army and National Police have extensive bureaucracies that 
can carry out revetting even as recruits continue to train, that 
was hardly possible with the local police program, in which 
American Special Operations troops with little support 
structure fan out to some of the most remote and austere 
corners of Afghanistan and recruit and train new forces in 
careful negotiations with wary village elders fearful of Taliban 
reprisals. 

Now, the training for roughly 1,000 new recruits has been 
paused in order for that vetting process to take place, 
American officials said. 

Under that process, American trainers are demanding to 
know more about where recruits are from and their family 
background, especially if they have links to Pakistan, officials 
said. Members of the Afghan Local Police also have to be 
nominated by village elders who vouch for them, but that 
system has been identified as a serious weakness that must be 
improved. 

Jack Keane, a former Army general and a mentor to 
David H. Petraeus, the American commander in Afghanistan 
when the program began, said that “the brilliance of the 
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program is also the vulnerability” because recruits are selected 
by elders, not by Americans. Although there has always been 
some form of NATO vetting, “we’re totally dependent on their 
judgment as to who they’ve selected.” 

And some groups continue to warn of the dangers of 
reintroducing militia-like forces to a country long bedeviled 
by warlords. Last year, Human Rights Watch reported 
instances of killing, rape, theft and other abuses among the 
local police that raised “serious concerns about the A.L.P. 
vetting, recruitment and oversight.” The group added: 
“Creation of the A.L.P. is a high-risk strategy to achieve short-
term goals in which local groups are again being armed 
without adequate oversight or accountability.” (At the time, 
NATO said that some aspects of the report were dated or 
incorrect.) 

Afghan leaders also put some blame on Western forces 
who needlessly offend what should by now be obvious 
cultural sensitivities. 

General Ahmadzia, the Afghan commander of the Afghan 
Local Police, said more needs to be done to educate Western 

troops. But he endorsed the halt as a way to “stop 
heartbreaking and shocking incidents in the future,” and he 
said that “under no circumstances” does it suggest that Afghan 
and American forces have lost faith in each other. 

Some analysts said, though, that the training halt shows 
that mistrust is manifest — even if the realities of the 2014 
security hand-over mean any suspension cannot last long. 

“One would be a fool to believe America’s decision to 
suspend the training of the A.L.P. does not indicate that they 
do not trust their Afghan partners, and it will take a while to 
rebuild that trust,” said Jawid Kohistani, a security analyst in 
Kabul. 

“At the end of the day the Americans won’t have a choice 
but to restart the training,” he said, “because they do not have 
much time left.” 

Reporting was contributed by Matthew Rosenberg and 
Elisabeth Bumiller from Washington, and Sangar Rahimi and 
Habib Zahori from Kabul. 

Return to Index 
 

13. Marine Security Handoff Moving Forward 
Afghan troops step up with mixed results; U.S. officers are cautiously optimistic 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 02 SEP 12) ... Gretel C. Kovach 

HELMAND PROVINCE, Afghanistan — As about half 
the Marine force in Afghanistan headed home this year, the 
rapid drawdown in the violent southwest of the country cast 
the endgame of the war and what many regard as its 
precarious footing into relief — the handoff to Afghan 
national security forces. 

Helmand province, a nexus of the narcotics trade in the 
heartland of the Taliban insurgency, has borne much of the 
heaviest fighting of the 11-year war. In recent years this fertile 
river valley traversing the desert has also been a killing field 
for a disproportionate number of Marines among coalition 
deaths nationwide. 

Now it may be a bellwether for the country as Afghan 
troops fight on with far less U.S. military assistance. 

U-T San Diego spent five weeks this summer embedded 
with Marines in Helmand province, for the third time since 
2010. From the commanding general down, most said they 
were either cautiously confident or were taking a wait and see 
approach. 

Among the undecided was an infantry lieutenant from San 
Diego who offered a blunt assessment of the Afghan soldiers 
he works with. “Some days I think: they’re (screwed),” he 
said, asking not to be named so he could speak frankly. 

On other days and other battles, when Afghan national 
troops mow down scores of insurgents, he reconsiders: “They 
have their good days and their bad days. Only time will tell. 
As lazy as they fight on a daily basis, the Taliban are lazy, 
too.” 

Growing Pains 
A common saying among the Marine command staff 

serving in Helmand province is “it takes six years to make a 
sixth-grader.” By the time most international troops pull out of 
Afghanistan by the end of 2014, the Marines in NATO’s 
southwestern region will have had less time than that to help 
the Afghan army stand on its own. 

The Corps began deploying to Helmand province in 
strength in 2009 after redirecting from Iraq. In 2010 the 
Afghan army corps it helped start from scratch in Helmand, 
the 215th, was formally established. 

This summer, as the Marine force thinned out and pulled 
back, relations with Afghans they mentor and assist ranged 
from close to disdainful to outright hostile. 

Amid a rising spate of insider attacks on NATO troops 
nationwide, tensions were so high at one Musa Qala base after 
offhand comments by Afghan police about “shooting 
Marines,” that their advisers from Camp Pendleton 
temporarily stopped patrolling with them. 

The rapport at another combat outpost was little better in 
Sangin, where the 1st Battalion, 7th Marine Regiment from 
Twentynine Palms is deployed. 

Staff Sgt. Trent Templet, a 32-year-old platoon sergeant 
on his fourth combat tour, had heard about “rock star” Afghan 
troops at other positions. But he was convinced that 
commanders were sticking his company with all their bad 
apples. 

Dawn was already breaking when the Afghan soldiers 
showed up late for what was supposed to be an early start to 
an all-day operation. “The tactical advantage is definitely gone 
at this point,” another Marine griped as they waited. 

A few hours into the 14-hour patrol conducted mostly on 
foot, the Afghan troops started complaining that they were 
tired and wanted to return to base. They kept up the lament 
until the operation ended at sunset. 

“They can bitch all they want. We’re not going back,” 
Templet declared on the radio. 

Cpl. Nicolaus Solecki, one of the full-time Marine 
advisers mentoring the Afghans, tried to distract the Afghan 
soldiers with needless tasks to keep them going. “What I’m 
trying to do is convince them we’re on the way (back to base) 
searching compounds,” he told Templet. 
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When the Marines patted down a young man who 
approached them on the road as they interviewed occupants of 
a nearby home, the Afghan soldier in charge of the search 
element grew irate. Sgt. Hezbollah (who uses one name) 
strode over and hollered at the Marines, raising eyebrows 
among Afghan villagers squatting nearby in the treeline. 

“Why did you search them?” he demanded, according to a 
translation for Templet. 

Among themselves, the Marines mockingly called the 
Afghan sergeant GI Joe. Hezbollah refused to wear a helmet 
over his Justin Bieber-style hairdo. Instead of ballistic eye 
protection, he went without that day or wore flashy sunglasses. 
“He is garbage,” Templet said. 

Without a backbone of experienced non-commissioned 
officers, the fledgling Afghan forces rise or fall on the strength 
of their leaders. “Leadership is pretty much the entire game,” 
Maj. Gen. David Berger, commanding general of the Marine 
ground force in southwestern Afghanistan, said later. “If they 
have a weak commander or a cocky commander, the whole 
unit suffers.” 

Templet gritted his teeth after his dressing down and 
calmly told the interpreter to let Hezbollah know: “If I need to 
search the people I am talking to for my own security, I will. 
Tell him!” 

Later when Hezbollah strolled by munching on a snack he 
plucked from a vineyard, the Marine platoon sergeant 
muttered sarcastically: “Eating grapes on patrol … Yeah, 
they’re really going to succeed when we leave. I feel 100 
percent confident.” 

Betrayal 
So-called “green on blue” attacks by disgruntled or 

turncoat Afghan troops on their international allies are fraying 
trust at a critical phase in the war campaign. For Camp 
Pendleton’s 1st Marine Special Operations Battalion, an 
apparent insider attack took a tragic toll on personnel in the 
Puzeh area of Sangin when three were killed and a fourth 
wounded — about a quarter the size of a typical special 
operations team, not including support troops. 

Initial reports of the incident vary and a Marine Corps 
Forces Special Operations Command spokesman declined to 
release details of the attack. But a critical skills operator on the 
team who spoke to eyewitnesses said the Marines had just 
finished a shura security meeting in the pre-dawn darkness 
Aug. 10 when an Afghan man appeared alone at their tactical 
operations center. 

He was dressed like a member of the Afghan Local Police 
— villagers the Marines train to fight the Taliban. Only 
Afghans they know and trust are allowed into the inner 
sanctum of the base, and always with an escort. Gunnery Sgt. 
Ryan Jeschke, team chief at Puzeh, was immediately 
suspicious, the operator recounted. 

Jeschke brought the Afghan man into the operations 
center and asked if anyone recognized him. When team leader 
Capt. Matt Manoukian and others working inside said no, 
Jeschke led him out to the foyer. 

The Afghan man grabbed a rifle and shot Jeschke in the 
back and continued shooting through the thin plywood into the 
operations center, fatally wounding Manoukian and Staff Sgt. 
Sky R. Mote, an explosive ordnance disposal technician. 

An element leader named Brian was shot in the arm but 
survived (only deceased special operators are fully identified, 

because of the danger of their work in small numbers.) A 
highly trained Navy Special Amphibious Reconnaissance 
Corpsman on the team named Garrett saw Jeschke on the 
ground and dragged him to the medical area to try to 
resuscitate him. The operations chief, Dave, pulled Brian 
outside through another door to apply a tourniquet. 

Within two hours after the mass shooting the operations 
center was cleaned of blood and the Marines were back to 
work, hunting for the attacker and continuing their “village 
stability operations” mission. The special operations forces 
team had helped the local militia kill several prominent 
Taliban commanders in Puzeh that summer. As the deaths of 
the three Marines underscored, there was much more to be 
done. 

“If you just sit there and dwell on it, it’s only going to get 
worse,” said the operator, who deployed previously in combat 
with the three dead Marines and was close friends with them. 
“It is very traumatic, but the number one point of the team is 
to accomplish the mission, though it sounds cliché. That’s 
what all three guys would have wanted.” 

Trust 
By contrast, at the Musa Qala district headquarters, where 

Camp Pendleton’s 2nd Battalion, 5th Marine Regiment is 
deployed, the rapport among the Marines and Afghans was 
obvious. When Charles Breaux, 26, of San Diego, was 
promoted to captain this summer, the Afghans he advises on 
logistics matters threw him a party. 

The soldiers wore their camouflage uniforms as usual and 
posed for pictures with Breaux dressed in a sparkly cap over 
his close-shaved Marine haircut and the local garb of long 
shirt and trousers. After feasting around a long plastic cloth 
rolled out on the floor piled with plates of lamb, rice, mango, 
watermelon and other foods, the dancing began. 

To the beat of the drum and a small lute-like instrument, 
the Afghans shimmied and spun in place and the Marines 
stomped down the line of floor cushions. An Afghan 
interpreter whooped his encouragement with a traditional 
Marine motivational slogan, yelling “Get some!” 

“These guys are amazing. You really make some good 
friends out here,” Breaux said. Then growing a little somber, 
he added: “At the end of the day these guys still have to stay 
here and fight when you go home. It’s just one of those things 
… you love them.” 

Tough Love 
About 8,500 police and 16,500 Afghan soldiers, plus 

3,000 in a fourth army brigade coming online this month, are 
battling perhaps 2,000 to 4,000 insurgents in the province, 
Marine officials estimate. 

As the Marine force dwindles from its wartime height last 
year of about 20,000 troops to as few as 7,000 by October, 
most U.S. bases have already been shuttered or transferred to 
local control. Handouts from Marine supply lines are tapering, 
and Afghan troops have assumed responsibility for security in 
several towns and an expanding swath of the battlespace. 

Forcing the Afghans to take the lead for security has 
involved some tough love, Marine commanders said. 

The commanding officer of 1st Battalion, 7th Marine 
Regiment put the word out at security meetings this summer 
that Afghan troops could no longer depend on them as they 
once did. Soon one Marine battalion will be assigned to all of 
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northern Helmand province, instead of three or more in recent 
years. 

“Sangin is yours to secure. We will help you, but we will 
not do it for you anymore. Marines have done that long 
enough. It’s your responsibility. So do it,” Lt. Col. David 
Bradney recalled saying. Since then, “it’s been a little bit of 
growing pains.” 

One Afghan National Civil Order Police commander 
presented Bradney with a long list of needs for an upcoming 
operation, including computers, generators and water. 

“We’re not going to give you anything,” except tactical 
training or joint operation support, Bradney replied. 

“We want generators,” the police commander insisted. 
“Well you’re not getting those. Next topic,” Bradney told 

him. 
“They can outfight the Taliban,” if they have the 

gumption to do it, he said later. “But they need to quit trying 
to get theirs while the getting’s good. They need to stop that 
nonsense.” 

Walking Point 
Marines and Sailors stationed in Helmand province began 

preparing for the hand-off last year, long before the outflow of 
equipment and personnel peaked in August as the “surge” of 
extra troops withdraws. The thermostat of support was slowly 
turned down until the furnace clicked off in some areas and 
left the Afghans out front. 

The difference this summer fighting season compared to 
last year was stark. 

A security patrol that stepped outside the gates of 
Forward Operating Base Jackson one July morning in Sangin 
included 10 Afghan soldiers and just four Marines. Instead of 
tagging along behind a larger Marine force as they often used 
to, Afghan troops planned the two-hour mission themselves 
and walked point, sweeping ahead for roadside bombs. 

The soldiers and their Marine advisers moved through the 
bazaar and into lush fields of flowering okra and winding 
mud-walled alleys along the river. The Afghan patrol leader 
scanned his eyes in all directions for threats as his soldiers 
spread out in a single file, limiting the impact of potential 
roadside bomb explosions — the main weapon of the 
insurgency. 

The Marine in charge of advising the patrol, Cpl. Joseph 
Brandt, would have liked them to vary their route more and 
avoid potentially bomb-laden paths, but he was pleased 
overall. 

The 1st Battalion, 7th Marine Regiment assigned a whole 
company of 191 infantrymen and military police to advise 
Afghan forces — triple the number of the previous battalion. 

Even as they reposition themselves at arm’s length 
overwatching Afghan forces in Helmand province, the 
Marines continue to provide surveillance blimps and air 
support, heavier firepower and electronic jamming devices 
disabling remote controlled explosive devices. When it comes 
to their military tactics, however, “sometimes we integrate 
into their operations, but more and more we leave it all to 
them,” Brandt said as he walked with the Afghan soldiers, 
mostly keeping silent. 

Sgt. Gull Mohammad, a 19-year-old Pashtu speaker (the 
local language in that area of Afghanistan), led the patrol with 
quiet seriousness. Mohammad has a fourth-grade education 
and seven months experience as a soldier. He joined the army 

to support his impoverished family and pay his fiancee’s 
family for her hand in marriage. He is illiterate but studying 
reading and writing with his fellow soldiers. 

After returning to base, Mohammad said, “My 
responsibility is to make sure there are no people missing legs 
or getting killed. If an IED (improvised explosive device) 
blows up, it is my fault, because I didn’t protect them.” 

Another soldier patrolling that day, Gamshed 
Mohammad, 24, is a Dari speaker from Kabul experienced 
with rocket-propelled grenades, artillery, driving and 
mechanics. During his three years in the army, “I have seen a 
lot of changes. The first time I came into Sangin district we 
couldn’t walk that path, from here to Gumbatty. Now we can 
walk safely,” he said afterward. The interview was interrupted, 
however, when the soldiers were tasked as a quick reaction 
force for Afghan police cordoning off several roadside bombs. 

Later that month, the same group battled insurgents in a 
12-hour firefight along the river. The Afghan soldiers were 
struck by four roadside bombs but used combat lifesaver skills 
from a recent first-aid class to save the lives of two seriously 
wounded soldiers, one of whom lost both legs. 

The Marines evacuated casualties and sent in more of 
their own forces as backup for the Afghan soldiers during the 
firefight. “Their security was good. They were up front the 
whole time. We were just supporting them,” Brandt reported 
later. 

Eventually the handholding will end and the Afghans will 
have to go it largely alone. An early test case in the more 
violent northern half of Helmand province unfolded in April in 
Now Zad, where the company of Marines responsible for 
securing the town was replaced by a handful of advisers. 

The handoff to Afghan forces made him nervous, 
admitted Lt. Col. Jason Perry, 42, of Flat Rock, N.C., 
commanding officer of 2nd Battalion, 5th Marine Regiment. 
He wondered: Is my battalion going to be the one who loses 
Now Zad to the Taliban? 

“If this fails, this will become the Taliban model for the 
future,” he said. But there’s been little or no increase in 
violence and no Afghan positions overrun by insurgents in 
Now Zad, he said. “The sky’s not falling, the wheels are not 
coming off the cart,” he said. The Afghan national security 
forces have “been extremely adaptive to the new security 
realities — that we are leaving.” 

Way Ahead 
Capt. Hikmatullah, the ambitious new district chief of 

police in Sangin (who uses one name), lost five policemen 
killed in action out of his force of about 370 during his first 
three months on the job. He has not been shy about arresting 
his own officers when they are suspected of a crime, for 
instance when two were accused of raping a boy and another 
sped through the bazaar and struck a man with his truck, 
killing him. 

After a late night planning session for their next big 
operation, Hikmatullah leaned against a cushion on the floor 
of his headquarters, reflecting on the way ahead as his cell 
phone rang incessantly and the power flickered off. 

After the Marines leave, “we will face some problems. Of 
course there is no doubt on that,” Hikmatullah said, speaking 
through a translator. “Because our units, our forces, are young. 
They are not experts. They are not equipped to defeat the 
enemy totally in one day or one year.” 
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In the long run the Afghan forces will prevail however, 
the Afghan commander predicted, due in part to ongoing U.S. 
support for the Afghan military pledged to continue at least 
until 2024 under a strategic agreement signed in May. 

“Maybe our development will be a little bit slower than 
now, but we will not stop. We will do our job to defeat the 
enemies,” he said. 

During an interview at his Camp Leatherneck 
headquarters, Maj. Gen. Charles M. Gurganus, the Camp 
Pendleton Marine in command of U.S. and international forces 
in southwestern Afghanistan, said “I think there’s a chance, a 
fair chance, that this will all work.” 

The day when his Afghan army counterpart in Helmand 
province looks at him and says: hey, we got it, “honestly, I 
don’t think it’s that far off... 

“We were concerned about just their sheer will to take 
this fight on. But they are clearly taking casualties, and they’re 
not walking off the job. They are not quitting,” he said. 

The Taliban, “they’re not finished,” Gurganus said. 
“There is plenty of fight and plenty of life left in them. But 
slowly, (Afghans) are starting to get more confidence in their 

own people and in their own forces. And I think they’re 
starting to gain more confidence in their own abilities to stand 
up against the insurgents. 

“We’ve seen that in Sangin and certainly in Marja,” he 
said, naming two fierce battlegrounds in Helmand province 
that saw steep drops in violence in recent years. 

The Commandant of the Marine Corps, Gen. James 
Amos, flew in a tilt-rotor Osprey to the Kajaki Dam in mid-
July to visit artillerymen guarding the strategic asset. 

At a clifftop forward operating base above the blue and 
incongruously serene waters backing the dam, one Marine 
asked what will become of Afghanistan after the last Marines 
leave. 

By the end of 2014, “we’re basically done,” Amos said. 
“What do we see with the Afghan National Security Forces? 
… Are they going to be able to hack it? And what do we see in 
Helmand? The real question is how about all the gains, are we 
going to lose that? 

“I’m bullish. I think we’re going to do it,” Amos said. 
“I know we are,” Gurganus said to himself in a curt and 

steely voice, striding away at the end of their talk. 
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PIRACY: 
14. Somali Pirates Kill Hostage Over Delayed Ransom 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 02 SEP 12) ... Abdi Guled 

MOGADISHU, Somalia-- Somali pirates who have been 
holding a hijacked ship for nearly two years killed a Syrian 
hostage crew member and wounded another to protest delayed 
ransom payment, a pirate leader said. This is believed to be the 
first time Somali pirates have killed a hostage because of a 
delay in ransom. 

Hassan Abdi, a pirate commander in Haradhere town, a 
key pirate center, said Friday the Wednesday killing was a 
message to the owners of the ship MV Orna that was hijacked 
off Seychelles in 2010. 

"The killing was a message to the owners of the ship who 
paid no heed to our ransom demands," Mr. Abdi said. "More 
killings will follow if they continue to lie to us -- we have lost 
patience with them. Two years is enough." 

The MV Orna is a Panama-flagged, bulk cargo vessel 
owned by a company in the United Arab Emirates. 

The pirates operating along the Somali coastline of the 
Indian Ocean were once were believed to be disgruntled and 
financially motivated Somali fishermen, angry that 
international trawlers were illegally fishing Somalia's waters. 

But now criminal gangs dominate the piracy trade and 
they have become increasingly violent as international navies 
crackdown on their activities. 

Somali pirates hijacked the MV Orna after firing rocket 
propelled grenades and small arms at the ship in December 
2010, when it was about 400 miles northeast of the island 
nation of the Seychelles. 

In May last year an undisclosed number of pirates and 
hostages were forced to abandon the Orna after a fire broke 
out, said Mr. Abdi. It is believed the fire was caused by an 
electrical problem in the ship's kitchen, he said. 

The European Union Naval Force patrolling the Indian 
Ocean waters has not heard about the killing, said 
spokesperson Lt. Cmdr. Jacqueline Sherriff. Pirate attacks off 
Somalia's coast plunged to 69 in the first six months this year 
from 163 a year earlier, according to the EU force. Somali 
pirates were able to seize 13 vessels, down from 21, according 
to piracy watchdog the International Maritime Bureau. 
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15. Shipping Must Keep Up Guard Against Piracy: Naval Task Force 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 03 SEP 12) 

BRUSSELS -- The shipping industry must keep up its 
guard despite a recent downturn in pirate attacks, especially 
off the Somali coast, a naval task force statement said Monday 
[3 September]. 

Military and industry efforts have seen a 54 percent 
reduction in global piracy in the first half of 2012, according 
to a global anti-piracy programme involving NATO's 
Operation Ocean Shield, the European Union Naval Force 
Somalia (Operation Atalanta) and Combined Task Force 151. 

"We currently see a tactical and reversible success," 
Atalanta Deputy Operation Commander Rear Admiral 
Gualtiero Mattesi cautioned. 

"It is of utmost importance that pressure on Somali 
pirates... is maintained and even increased as... the situation in 
Somalia allowing for pirates to act, has not yet changed," 
Mattesi said in a statement. 

The statement said combining forces makes anti-piracy 
efforts more effective but "even with all this military presence, 
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the efforts of our naval forces cannot guarantee safety in the 
region." 

Accordingly, CTF 151, NATO and the EU reminded "all 
ship-owners, operators and managers to continue to educate 
and train their mariners in both the threat and how to mitigate 
it." 

After a spike at the start of the last decade, successful 
pirate attacks on commercial vessels sailing off the Horn of 
Africa have diminished. 

Twenty-eight attacks were recorded in the first half of 
2011, three in the second half and five since January, 
according to recent Atalanta figures. 
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SURFACE FLEET: 
16. LCS 3 Reaches The Sea 
Fort Worth aims for smoother journey to readiness than earlier hulls 
(NAVY TIMES 10 SEP 12) ... Christopher P. Cavas 

ABOARD THE LITTORAL COMBAT SHIP FORT 
WORTH — As storms go, it wasn’t a biggie. Eight- to 12-foot 
waves, 40 mph winds. 

But the ocean’s saltwater was a baptism of sorts, as the 
Navy’s latest littoral combat ship left behind Great Lakes 
freshwater and entered the Atlantic Ocean on Aug. 17 for the 
first time. 

Water flared off the bow as spray and occasionally green 
water washed over the sleek superstructure of the low-lying 
LCS. With a draft of only about 13 feet, the ship’s bow 
repeatedly rose clear of the water, slamming back down yet 
still gliding forward. It pitched and rolled like a small, 2,800-
ton ship — several sailors more used to an aircraft carrier or 
large-deck amphib rode out the storm in their racks — but it 
was in its element. 

Delivered this summer from Lockheed Martin and 
Marinette Marine in Marinette, Wis., Fort Worth is on a nine-
week, 8,000-mile voyage that will end in mid-October at its 
new home port of San Diego. The ship will spend about a 
week in Galveston, Texas — where its Sept. 22 
commissioning ceremony will be attended by several Texas 
Longhorn cattle — before continuing on through the Panama 
Canal into the Pacific. 

It’s been more than two years since the Navy received a 
new LCS. Each of the first two ships — the single-hull 
Freedom and the all-aluminum trimaran Independence — are 
at San Diego undergoing monthslong maintenance periods. 
Fort Worth, second of the Freedom class, is the only LCS 
running. Cmdr. Randy Blankenship, skipper of the blue crew 
manning Fort Worth, already is a three-time veteran at putting 
new Navy ships into service. 

“With the LCS, everybody’s learning at once — the 
shipyard, the program office, the supervisor of shipbuilding, 
we’re all learning at one time,” he said Aug. 17 during a break 
at sea. “It brings a unique challenge. You don’t know what 
you don’t know yet.” The Navy is still figuring out how the 
LCS concept will work — how to manage the ships, the 
multiple crews, the mission detachments, the maintenance and 
support schemes, not to mention the operational picture. 

Blankenship — a prior-enlisted sailor who helped 
commission a destroyer as a second class boatswain’s mate, 
then as an officer put a cruiser and another destroyer into 
service — noted that the LCS was quite a different animal. 

“The destroyer and cruiser programs were so much more 
mature, it was easy to do reach-back” for support, he said. “If 
you had a part that failed, you could reach back to 
[shipbuilders] and they could get it to you. 

“Here, you don’t have that reach-back yet. Everything on 
the ship is new, different vendors, it’s not on the stock shelf 
yet.” But, he added, “as more ships come on line, that will 
change.” The fleet introductions of the first two ships were 
anything but normal. Before regular tests and maintenance 
were finished, the Navy sent Freedom and Independence on 
specific missions that took about a year and a half. Then, when 
it was time to undergo the post-shakedown availability 
overhaul all new ships go through, the lack of a regular federal 
budget caused the Navy to split the PSA for both ships into 
two parts. Each ship will finish its PSA nearly four years after 
delivery, an unusual situation. 

Blankenship declared his intention to make Fort Worth’s 
entry into service as normal as possible, geared to have his 
ship ready for deployment by 2014. 

“Our PSA should closely follow a destroyer model,” he 
said, with the plan to “do final contract trials, solidify those 
things, normally within 60 days after you start PSA.” After 
that, “you solve those problems and then you’re under 
operations funding.” Beginning next spring, Freedom is set to 
carry out a demonstration deployment to Singapore, intended 
to set the stage for four more ships of the same class to operate 
from there. It will be brought home after 10 months to carry 
out further LCS development work; Fort Worth — probably in 
2014 or early 2015 — likely will become the first truly 
operational LCS operating from Singapore. 

Birthing Pains 
The voyage from Marinette hasn’t been without incident. 

Blankenship and his blue crew — accompanied by most 
members of the gold crew and 13 sailors from the anti-
submarine warfare detachment — were acutely aware of the 
issues encountered in 2008, when Freedom made its transit 
through the lock systems of the Great Lakes and the Saint 
Lawrence Seaway. 

Freedom did not carry enough fenders to act as a barrier 
between the ship and the concrete-and-stone lock walls, and a 
fender-bender with a lock gate banged up a bridge wing. 

The Fort Worth crew was determined to avoid those 
missteps. A smaller, handier tug — necessary in the locks 
because the LCS has no bow thruster — was assigned to the 
ship. A more robust fendering package proved better able to 
withstand the lock walls. 

Still, not all was smooth running. At Port Colborne, 
Ontario, a handling line dropped in the water was sucked into 
a waterjet intake and partially wrapped around a propulsion 
shaft. A local diver had to be found to clear the intake. 
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As the ship moved into the wider Gulf of Saint Lawrence, 
a high-speed run began, affording the crew a chance to watch 
an impressive “rooster tail” kicked up by the combined gas 
turbine and diesel propulsion machinery. About 15 minutes 
into the run, however, rising temperatures in one of the diesels 
indicated a seawater pump had failed, and the engine was shut 
down. A replacement pump was to be flown in from 
Marinette, Navy officials said, and the unit would be fully 
repaired during a stop in Florida. 

Blankenship and his crew did not consider the loss of the 
diesel engine critical, however, and two days later the ship 
rode out the storm with no apparent propulsion problems. 

Incorrect sensor readings were among other minor issues, 
as was a sudden loss of shore power while berthed in Halifax, 
Nova Scotia, that led to a couple hundred gallons of 
lubrication oil spilling in a shaft alley. The crew cleaned up 
the mess. 

Naval Sea Systems Command, in response to questions 
about the problems, noted in an Aug. 30 email that “repairs 
were completed in a timely manner by the shipbuilder, either 
through the warranty process or assigned as ‘new work,’ while 
meeting all operational commitments.” The cost of many of 
the repairs, NAVSEA said, was being borne by the 
shipbuilder. 

“The ship’s new construction warranty clause has been 
invoked in correcting many of these minor repairs,” NAVSEA 
said, while “other normally planned maintenance efforts” 
funded by the Navy will take place in Mayport, Fla. 

Although not mechanical, a couple of other issues 
affected the ship’s comfort. Normal use of showers and toilets 
was cut off while cruising the Great Lakes because the 
dumping of holding tanks is forbidden. As on Freedom’s 
delivery trip, port-a-potties were set up in the hangar. 

The helicopter hangar — one of the biggest such 
installations on a Navy ship — also sported hundreds of 
spiders, refugees from the Wisconsin summer. All along the 
bulkheads, all over the overhead and on the inside of the 
hangar roller door, the critters lay waiting for insect victims 
unlikely to appear at sea. 

Adapting To LCS 
Crew members seemed eager to find a rhythm in 

operating their new ship. A key factor in a ship with only 40 
members in each core crew is the ability to handle multiple 
responsibilities. 

“This ship doesn’t allow you to not understand the 
systems,” said Cmdr. Matthew Kawas, blue crew executive 
officer. “We didn’t get rid of watchstanders, we made them 
automatic,” he said, referring to automated systems that allow 
for reduced manning. “Seaman Sperry is your master 
helmsman,” he quipped, referring to the automated piloting 
system. 

Lt. Phillip Dennis, the ship’s chief engineer, noted that 
although the ship’s design allows for automated operation, he 
still requires watchstanders to walk through the engineering 
spaces at least twice a watch, “at least until we have more faith 
in the systems.” After a brief stopover in Norfolk, Va., Fort 
Worth arrived at Mayport on Aug. 31. There, the ship will 
spend a week in a planned maintenance availability, a five-day 
work period each LCS is expected to undergo every month or 
so. 

After the commissioning festivities in Galveston, the ship 
will continue to San Diego. 

“We want to get to the ship and do what we’re doing 
now,” said Cmdr. Hank Kim, executive officer of the gold 
crew, which will take over Fort Worth next spring. “We’re 
starting out with almost a clean slate.” 
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17. Zumwalt Class Destroyer SITREP 
(NAVY LIVE BLOG 03 SEP 12) ... Rear Adm. Thomas Rowden 

Recently, I mentioned my trips to Maine and Rhode 
Island to visit Bath Iron Works (BIW) and the Raytheon 
Facility. Both of these tours provided firsthand insight into the 
production of ZUMWALT-class destroyer, and latest system 
testing. Though brief when previously mentioned, I now want 
to provide insight into the DDG 1000 program, its current 
status, and notable highlights. 

DDG 1000 culminates two decades of research and 
development, creating the next generation destroyer capable of 
defeating future threats. The revolutionary design of the ship 
itself reduces its signature and includes both active and 
passive self-defense systems, plus enhanced survivability 
features. The self-defense systems are built to defeat littoral 
submarine threats, next generation anti-ship cruise missiles, 
and small boats. Also, the USW suite is capable of in-stride 
mine avoidance. It will provide valuable lessons in advanced 
technology, which can be incorporated into other ship classes, 
and it will have optimal manning through Human Systems 
Integration. For example, the automation on DDG 1000 will 
allow most routine watchstanding to take place in only two 
locations – the Bridge and the double deck Ships Mission 
Center (SMC). The SMC will have the look and feel of an 
advanced command center with operations overseeing both 

ship missions and functions through multi-modal common 
display system workstations. 

Physically, all three ships are under construction! 
Zumwalt (DDG 1000) is more than 70% complete. Christening 
and Commissioning are set for FY13 and FY15, respectively, 
with a two-phase delivery for HM&E and Combat Systems 
scheduled for FY’s 14 and 15. Following Developmental and 
Operational Testing, DDG 1000 will IOC in FY16. 

Michael Monsoor (DDG 1001) is more than 30% 
complete with Sail Away in FY17. Additionally, fabrication of 
DDG 1002 began 4 April with Senator Collins and CNO 
commemorating the event; of note, SECNAV named the ship 
Lyndon B Johnson on 16 April. All three destroyers are 
meeting major construction and testing milestones to reach 
completion prior to arriving in their homeport of San Diego. 

These ships are remarkable accomplishments of modern 
shipbuilding. In these ships you can see the teamwork between 
Sailors, civilians, and industry. Upon completion, the Zumwalt 
class will be the largest destroyers ever built by the U.S. Navy. 
The total length will be 610 foot with an 81 foot beam, 27 foot 
draft, and a fully loaded displacement over 15,600 tons. By 
comparison to a football field, the composite deckhouse alone 
is 66 yards long, 23 yards wide, and almost 20 yards tall. 
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Physical size isn’t the half of it, the engineering plant is 
very impressive, as well! The Integrated Power System (IPS) 
is an all-electric power plant that generates the ship’s total 
distributable electric power while also converting this power 
for all ship loads, including propulsion, combat systems, and 
ship services. IPS’s design is centered on two Main plus two 
Auxiliary Turbine Generators producing a total of 78mW 
electrical power… 58mW of which is available when the ship 
is at 20kts! 

One of the underlying strengths of the Zumwalt Class is 
its innovative IPS design. It provides resilient combat power 
and extra margin for future capability growth within the ship, 
a critical attribute designed to help the Navy modernize 
elements of the ship’s combat capability and adapt to changing 
fiscal, technological, or threat conditions. 

Additionally, the Zumwalt Class is the first combatant to 
introduce a Low Voltage Power System that features a highly 
survivable Integrated Fight Through Power (IFTP) system, 
which relies on new-to-the-Navy solid state Power Conversion 
Modules to achieve user-specific power demands. The IFTP 
architecture combines four electrically isolated zones (forward 
to aft) and two segregated longitudinal buses (port/starboard), 
with advanced Engineering Control System functionality that 
introduces single-operator control with unprecedented and 
reliable automated power management, fault isolation, and 
recovery features. 

The shipboard crew of ~130 Officers and Sailors will be 
berthed in staterooms ranging from 1 to 4 person occupancy, 

with an integrated bathing facility with each and every 
stateroom. DDG 1000′s crew screening and billeting process 
has already begun; the MPA and STO reported, while the 
Commanding Officer will be slated shortly. The remainder of 
the PRECOM crew for PCU Zumwalt will continue to report 
through 2015. 

Upon joining the Fleet, DDG 1000 will mark major 
advances in surface combatant capability. DDG 1000 is an 
optimally crewed, multi-mission surface combatant tailored 
for land attack and littoral dominance. Zumwalt will provide 
offensive, distributed, and precision fires in support of forces 
ashore, and a credible forward naval presence operating 
independently or as an integral part of Naval, Joint, or 
Combined Expeditionary Strike Forces. Ultimately, DDG 
1000 will provide significant capabilities to address deterrence 
posture requirements and the campaign plan needs of our 
Combatant Commanders. DDG 1000 will also help satisfy 
steady-state presence demands while, most importantly, 
supporting DoD’s Strategic Guidance and the Defense 
Secretary’s direction to sharpen the technological edge our 
naval forces which will serve in critical roles as envisioned by 
the Joint Operational Access and Air-Sea Battle Concepts. 

I encourage you to read more about DDG 1000 in the 
Winter 2012 edition of Surface Warfare Magazine and in an 
upcoming edition of Popular Science. 

Rear Adm. Thomas Rowden is the director for the Navy’s 
Surface Warfare Division. 
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PERSONNEL: 
18. CNO: Women Aboard Attack Subs Next Year 
(NAVY TIMES 10 SEP 12) ... Sam Fellman 

After years of anticipation, a date for assigning women to 
attack submarines has been set: next year. 

Attack boats represent the next phase of the Navy’s 
gradual integration of the submarine force, which began last 
year when female officers joined ballistic- and guided-missile 
subs. Chief of Naval Operations Adm. Jon Greenert told 
sailors recently that this new phase would begin as soon as 
next year, when female officers are assigned to Virginia-class 
subs. 

“I think next year we’re going to bring some officers into 
the Virginia class,” Greenert said Aug. 22 at an all-hands call 
in New London, Conn. 

So far, the fleet’s first female submariners have fit well 
into billets on Ohio-class boomers and guided-missile boats. 
But with two dozen female officers entering submarines each 
year, officials are looking for more hulls and more 
opportunities. That’s why they’re moving to integrate the 
Virginia class, the Navy’s latest class of attack boats. 
Recruiters are seeking talented female midshipmen for sub 
duty, but the number of volunteers has been lower than 
officials anticipated. 

“They’re not quite as high as we thought they’d be, 
frankly, in the officer ranks,” said Greenert, who explained the 
integration effort will continue gradually, hewing to lessons 
from the earlier integration of ships and aviation squadrons, 
such as putting female officers onboard first and providing 

them with female mentors. But he hinted the Navy may soon 
start looking for female enlisted volunteers, too. 

“What about the enlisted?” he asked. “We need chiefs and 
first class females that would be willing and ready to go into 
submarines.” The CNO did not say when enlisted women may 
join the sub force, but his comments signaled it likely would 
be part of a later phase of the integration. 

While attracting a lot of press coverage, women remain a 
very rare presence in the sub force. There were only 24 
women assigned to boats as of Aug. 30, counting both female 
submarine officers and Supply Corps lieutenants serving as 
their mentors. They serve aboard the blue and gold crews of 
the ballistic-missile subs Wyoming and Maine and the guided-
missile sub Ohio, as well as the gold crew of the guided-
missile sub Georgia. 

Five more crews are planned to be integrated in January: 
Georgia’s blue crew, and blue and gold crews on the guided-
missile sub Florida and ballistic-missile sub Louisiana. Sub 
leaders haven’t selected which Virginia-class subs will be 
integrated or planned specifically for when the first female 
crew members will report aboard them, a Submarine Forces 
spokeswoman said. 

The next wave of 24 female submariners is now in the 
officer training pipeline, with 18 more waiting to enter after 
them, said Cmdr. Monica Rousselow. 
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19. 'Brass Creep' Begins To Reverse Course 
(NAVY TIMES 10 SEP 12) ... Andrew Tilghman 

After a decade of "brass creep" that pushed the number of 
general and flag officers ever upward, the size of the top-level 
officer corps has begun to shrink, tracking a similar trend in 
the enlisted ranks. 

It has been about two years since former Defense 
Secretary Robert Gates announced plans to slash the size of 
the general and flag officer corps, declaring that the 
Pentagon’s top leadership had “swelled to cumbersome and 
top-heavy proportions.” Gates pointed to the nearly 1,000 
general and flag officers and noted that their ranks had grown 
by about 10 percent since 2001, a rate of increase far higher 
than the enlisted ranks and the force as a whole. 

Since then, Pentagon officials say 65 jobs for general and 
flag officers have been eliminated. Some of those are linked to 
the drawdown of troops overseas, including the commander of 
U.S. Forces Iraq. 

Other reductions stem from a bureaucratic overhaul to 
reduce jobs once assigned to one-star officers down to the O-6 
paygrade. Two examples are the deputy commander of Navy 
Recruiting Command and the Defense Department’s deputy 
chief legislative liaison on Capitol Hill, said Eileen Lainez, a 
Pentagon spokeswoman. 

The Pentagon’s long-term plan will cut 102 top jobs over 
the next several years as current office holders leave and 
wartime billets go away, Lainez said. 

Yet the Pentagon is creating new senior-level billets. In 
the past two years, 10 flag or general officer billets have been 
created, including those heading the newly established U.S. 
Cyber Command and the Pentagon’s Office of Security 
Cooperation in Iraq, Lainez said. Those additional 10 jobs did 
not add to the overall number of general and flag officers, 

Lainez said, because they were converted from previous billets 
that Pentagon officials determined were no longer needed. 

At the last official count, the Defense Department had 945 
general and flag officers on active duty. That’s a net 38 fewer 
than in August 2010, according to the most recent Pentagon 
data, which details the force structure for March 2012. 

Efforts to rein in the size of the flag and general officer 
corps come at a time when the Defense Department is facing 
pressure to cut costs, said Larry Korb, a former Pentagon 
official who is now a senior fellow at the Center for American 
Progress in Washington. 

“Symbolically, it’s important,” Korb said. “When people 
talk about cutting defense, and they hear the Navy has more 
admirals than it has ships, then somebody says, ‘Well, they 
must have a lot of extra money.’ ” It also reflects a cultural 
shift among the top brass, he said. 

“The guys you are asking to do this are also the ones to be 
affected. These are their buddies. They’re going to say, ‘Yeah, 
well, but Col. So-and-So has waited so long’ ” to be promoted, 
he said. 

Gates used the term “brass creep” to describe the historic 
growth in top officers. Gates initially said the Pentagon should 
cut at least 50 jobs from the top ranks and in March 2011 
raised that target to 102 jobs. 

The reduction among the top brass comes as the overall 
force is shrinking. The entire officer corps is slightly smaller 
than last year, dropping to 236,000 in March, down from a 
wartime peak of more than 239,000 in 2011. 

And the enlisted ranks are also dropping, down to 1.16 
million in March from 2011’s high of more than 1.18 million, 
Pentagon records show. 
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20. Laid-Off Sailors Say Job Firm A Waste Of Time, Money 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 02 SEP 12) ... Philip Walzer 

When the Navy announced last year that it would 
eliminate the jobs of 3,000 enlisted Sailors, it did something 
unprecedented - it turned to the private sector to help them 
find jobs. 

The Navy paid Challenger, Gray & Christmas, a Chicago-
based placement firm, $5 million to provide career coaches, 
job leads, resume help and other services to the affected 
Sailors, who spent seven to 15 years in uniform. 

That's the equivalent of $1,666 per Sailor. 
It was a waste of money, say at least a half-dozen 

members of the service who worked with Challenger - and a 
waste of their time. 

"If I hadn't contacted them, I think I would have been 
farther along than I am now," said George McKay, 34, of 
Chesapeake, a Navy veteran of nearly 15 years whose job as 
an electronics maintenance supervisor ended Saturday in the 
ERB - Enlisted Retention Board - reductions. 

McKay, who is looking for a job, said the resume and 
interview workshops provided by the Navy's Fleet and Family 
Support Program "were a lot more beneficial than what 
Challenger offered." 

At one point, McKay said, his contact at Challenger said 
she'd call him back in two weeks. He didn't hear from her for 

three months. The job postings Challenger sent, McKay said, 
were the same as those he got from the Navy or found on 
usajobs.gov. And his rewritten resume came back to him "so 
full of stuff that was completely pointless" - including pistol- 
and rifle-shooting awards - "it was driving me crazy." 

McKay said he knows a handful of others who dealt with 
Challenger. 

All of them, he said, had negative experiences. "We all sat 
around laughing about the resume." 

Five ex-Sailors offered similar critiques in recent 
interviews. However, three other Navy personnel whose 
names were provided by Challenger spokesman James 
Pedderson offered a positive take on the company's assistance. 

Omari Moultrie, an eight-year veteran with the Navy, 
started a job last month as an electronics technician with 
Northrop Grumman Corp., one of the companies that 
Challenger told him had openings. 

Moultrie said he benefited from Challenger's help 
polishing his resume and preparing for interviews. 

"I knew that a few people were unhappy," said Moultrie, 
26, of Virginia Beach. "But I had great rapport with my job 
coach. I think if you didn't meet them halfway or do your part, 
there was only so much they could do." 
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Capt. Kate Janac, the Navy's transitional assistance 
coordinator at the Pentagon, said Challenger "worked with us 
as partners to make this the best product we could provide the 
Sailors." Janac said 2,150 Sailors used the services. "Several 
hundred" reported finding new jobs, she said, though she 
thinks the actual number is much higher. 

Pedderson, in an email, called it "an unprecedented effort" 
for the firm and the Navy. "We, along with the Navy, 
continually addressed issues and made adjustments as the 
process evolved." 

Part of the problem, he wrote, was the early 
misconception "that CGC is a headhunter or a placement 
service, and we are not." The firm has helped Sailors hone 
their interviewing skills and resumes and informed them of 
suitable job openings, "but it was up to them to pursue." 

Eric Clevinger, a former aviation electronics technician, 
said, however, that Challenger officials early on "said they 
would... find us jobs. So, yes, we were under the assumption 
that they were a placement/headhunter service." 

Clevinger said he tried unsuccessfully to get help from 
Challenger. Emails often went without response. Phone 
appointments would be missed or delayed. The coach 
repeatedly got Clevinger's name wrong, calling him "Lee," 
and spent more time promoting his success in placing people 
in presidential administrations than strategizing with 
Clevinger on his job hunt. 

Like McKay, Clevinger thought the resume Challenger 
wrote for him was bloated and ineffective. "I'm still hearing 
stories from people that just got their resume back from CGC 
after waiting months for it," he said. "The Navy made a huge 
mistake in using them." 

He said he stopped contacting Challenger and instead 
went to a local office of Bradley-Morris Inc., a placement firm 
that, unlike Challenger, specializes in finding work for exiting 
military personnel. With Bradley-Morris' free help, Clevinger 
said, he went on 15 interviews, compared with none from 
Challenger, and landed a job. 

He moved last month from Chesapeake to Northern 
Virginia to start work as a manufacturing technician. 

Tim Best, senior vice president with Bradley-Morris in 
Norfolk, said the firm has worked with a "ton" of candidates 
who were forced out as a result of the retention board, though 
it doesn't track the number. 

Best said he's not familiar with Challenger's work. "When 
people come to us, they don't say, 'Hey, so-and-so hasn't been 
able to help me,' " Best said. "It's more like, 'I need your help,' 
and we take it from there." 

Challenger, founded in the mid-1960s, describes itself on 
its website as "the nation's first, oldest and premier 
outplacement consulting organization," helping "executives, 
middle managers and long-term or highly valued employees." 

Its CEO, John Challenger, is often quoted in newspapers 
and on radio, and the company releases a steady stream of 
news releases on subjects ranging from seasonal hiring 
estimates to the cost to businesses of fantasy-football 
distraction. (Challenger pegged it at $6.5 billion.) 

It had not worked before with active-duty military 
members, but it bid for the $5 million contract "to help these 
Sailors, who voluntarily served our country, navigate this 
difficult transition," Pedderson said. The Navy chose 
Challenger over about four other bidders, Janac said, based in 
part on its experience and the services it offered. 

Nearly all of the interactions with Sailors have been over 
the phone, they said. But Challenger has held workshops and 
job fairs locally. 

Jaret Barber, a 13-year Navy veteran who said his "job 
coach" has been a big help, thinks more of his colleagues 
should have taken advantage of the workshops. When Barber, 
31, of Norfolk attended a session, "I thought it would be jam-
packed, but I was the only person who showed up for the 
class." 

Others offered different complaints about attendance. 
Jeremy Snipes, 40, of Virginia Beach and Adam Worden, 31, 
of Chesapeake said the job fairs have featured only three or 
four companies. 

Snipes, an aviation electronics technician whose last day 
was Saturday, said the number of job listings has increased 
since June. But Jacob Wiley, 30, said most of the listings he 
received had nothing to do with his field - welding. Wiley and 
his family moved last month from Norfolk to Rochester, N.Y., 
where he found a job through Craigslist. 

Most of the 3,000 Sailors cut under ERB left the Navy as 
of Saturday. Because the Navy can provide placement services 
only to active-duty personnel, Janac said, the help from 
Challenger will end for them. Their last day to contact coaches 
will be Friday, Pedderson said. They won't be able to access a 
website designed by Challenger for the Sailors after Sept. 19. 

Challenger will continue its services for those yet to 
leave, Janac said. 

The ERB reductions stung many of those targeted, 
confounding their belief in their job security and the quality of 
their work. 

"I thought I was safe," said Worden, an aviation structural 
mechanic with more than 11 years in the Navy. "I'm not the 
greatest thing since sliced bread, but I was important there. I 
did a job nobody else could do." 

Their frustration with Challenger's services - and its $5 
million fee - has fueled the bitterness. Clevinger said the Navy 
should have spent it on its own transition programs or with a 
company such as Bradley-Morris with a track record of 
placing military personnel. 

Snipes said, "If they're giving money away, why can't 
they give me some of it?" 
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INFRASTRUCTURE / INSTALLATIONS: 
21. Five Things Every Sailor Should Know About Cuts To Base Services 
(NAVY TIMES 10 SEP 12) ... Joshua Stewart 

Because of budget constraints, the grass may soon be 
longer and a little bit browner, and you may have to empty 
your workspace trash cans yourself. 

Navy Installations Command is cutting contractor 
services in on-base buildings, and that means some of the 
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regular chores that keep commands tidy will be skipped, 
performed less frequently, or handled by sailors. 

“Over time the budget goes down and the requirements 
creep up, and we’re trying to optimize services,” said Capt. 

Pat Rios, the command’s director of facilities and 
environment. The cuts, which are outlined in NAVSHORE 
003/12, aren’t expected to roll out until October. 

What you need to know: 
Pick Up After Yourself 
Trash collection from desks will be cut, and personnel 

will have to empty their own garbage and recycling into 
centrally located receptacles. 

Additionally, bathrooms will receive less attention. 
Currently, they’re cleaned once per shift, but contractor 
cleaning services will be trimmed to three days a week. 

Trash will still be collected, and paper towels and toilet 
paper will be replenished once a day. 

Street sweeping will be eliminated from roadways, piers 
and parking lots, but will continue on airfields. 

Limited Lawn Upkeep 
It costs money to water lawns and keep them trimmed. 

With that in mind, both will be reduced. Irrigation will be 
limited to just above the level at which vegetation would be 
lost. If Mother Nature cooperates with rain, the grass may get 
longer than normal because mowing will occur less frequently. 

Landscaping Maintained 
While the grass may not be maintained as often, “prestige 

areas” such as building entrances and places of high visibility 
still will be well-kept with flourishes such as flowers. “The 
intent is to keep the front yard looking good,” Rios said. 

Who Is Affected? 
The cuts will occur across all Navy installations but won’t 

extend to joint bases. The Naval Academy, the Naval War 
College, the Naval Postgraduate School and non-Navy tenants 
on Navy property that don’t receive Navy Installations 
Command funds are also exempt. 

The first reductions will begin Oct. 1, the start of the next 
fiscal year, but exact timelines will vary as different contracts 
are adjusted. 

The changes will only occur in workspaces. Housing, 
recreation centers, day-care facilities and other buildings will 
not be affected. 

The Savings 
The changes are being driven by increased costs of 

operations and a shrinking budget. Rios said the reductions 
will save between $10 million and $15 million, and there’s no 
way he can balance his budget without making these cuts. 

The jobs won’t be reassigned to military personnel, even 
though you may find yourself taking out the trash. 

Return to Index 
 
 

MARINE CORPS: 
22. Marine Ejects From Jet In Nevada Desert Crash 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 03 SEP 12) ... Gretel C. Kovach 

A Marine Corps pilot from a San Diego squadron safely 
ejected from a jet Saturday before it crashed at Naval Air 
Station Fallon, Naval Air Forces staff announced. 

The F/A-18C Hornet from Marine Fighter Attack 
Squadron (VMFA) 323 was training in a remote area of the 
Nevada air station when it went down about 3:15 p.m. The 
pilot ejected and was treated and released from Banner 
Churchill Community Hospital in Fallon. 

No one was seriously injured, the Navy said. The cause of 
the crash is under investigation. 

The squadron, nicknamed the “Death Rattlers” from the 
3rd Marine Aircraft Wing based at Miramar Marine Corps Air 

Station, is training at Fallon with Carrier Group 11. The 
installation in the Nevada desert east of Reno is also the site of 
the Navy’s TOPGUN school, formerly located at Miramar. 

“The job itself is of a dangerous nature, but it’s not 
common for an F/A-18 or military aircraft in general to crash,” 
said Navy Lt. Aaron Kakiel, a spokesman for Naval Air 
Forces Pacific. “Luckily, it’s one of the safety precautions we 
have in the aircraft — when the pilot is able to recognize a 
situation that is unrecoverable, they are able to eject and get 
out safely.” 

The jet was destroyed by the crash, Kakiel said. Each 
costs $30 million or more. 
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OUTREACH: 
23. Navy Week Comes To Detroit To Celebrate War Of 1812 
Tour War Of 1812 Tall Ship, Modern Frigate During Navy Week On Detroit River 
(DETROIT FREE PRESS 03 SEP 12) ... Peggy Walsh-Sarnecki 

When the U.S. Navy sails into Detroit on Tuesday, it will 
be a familiar port of call for one of the three admirals 
accompanying a frigate and three other ships. 

Rear Adm. John Jolliffe grew up in Redford Township, 
attended Redford Union High School and almost went to the 
University of Michigan. OK, he grew up a big Go Blue fan 
and attended Michigan games with his father and brother, but 
flipped a coin and ended up at the Naval Academy when it 
came time to choose a college. 

Jolliffe, who is vice commander of the U.S. Third Fleet, is 
responsible for Detroit being part of this year's Navy Week 
tour and says he sees a natural fit between the city and the 
Navy. 

"Detroit doesn't sit on an ocean, so you don't think of it as 
a port city, but when you think of the $45 billion in export 
trade that comes out of Michigan, most of that goes on the 
water," Jolliffe said. 

"The Navy is what allows the freedom of movement for 
all the commercial shipping around the world." 
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This week, Detroit will be part of a special Navy Week -- 
the War of 1812 Bicentennial edition. 

Highlights of the week include Navy band concerts at 
various locations beginning today, drill team performances, an 
opportunity to fly a Navy fighter jet in a simulator and public 
tours of four Navy ships. 

The largest ship, the 453-foot-long frigate USS De Wert, 
is scheduled to dock at the Nicholson Terminal south of the 
Ambassador Bridge at 4:30 p.m. Tuesday. 

The coastal patrol boat USS Hurricane, the U.S. Coast 
Guard cutter Katmai Bay, and tall ship U.S. Brig Niagara all 
will dock at the Detroit Port Authority near the Renaissance 
Center an hour later. The Niagara is a reconstruction of the 
ship that played a prominent role in the Battle of Lake Erie 
during the War of 1812. 

The De Wert will be at a separate dock because it needs a 
berth with deeper water than the other three ships. 

Detroit Mayor Dave Bing and Gov. Rick Snyder will give 
the ships and crews an official welcome at noon Wednesday at 
the Renaissance Center. Most of the Navy Week events are 
downtown, and all are free of charge. 

The Navy band will be playing at the Renaissance Center 
4-6 p.m. Tuesday and elsewhere during the week, including 
Campus Martius in downtown Detroit at lunchtime Thursday 

and at Livonia City Hall on Sunday evening. There will be an 
F-18 flyby during a 6 p.m. Friday concert in Lake St. Clair 
Metropark, and the Navy Band will play during the 8:30 a.m. 
service at Mariners' Church in downtown Detroit on Sunday. 

The Coast Guard Silent Drill team will give several 
performances on Friday and Sunday at the Renaissance 
Center. There also will be flight simulators near the Port of 
Detroit pier, where visitors can find out what it's like to fly a 
jet. 

One of the highlights of the week will be the many 
community service projects the crews will tackle. 

Sailors will be handing out food baskets at the Capuchin 
Soup Kitchen. They'll hold a boot camp and barbecue for 
teens at Covenant House and talk to teens from the Boys and 
Girls Clubs of Oakland County about the importance of 
science and math education. They'll work on eight homes for 
Habitat for Humanity and other projects to help the metro 
Detroit community. 

As for Jolliffe, he's happy to be visiting his hometown. 
"The best people I've ever known in my life are 

Detroiters, hardworking, good solid folks," the admiral said. "I 
don't think they get enough credit for that." 

Complete Navy Week schedule 
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24. Global Forum On The Culture Of Innovation: Capt. Joseph Beel 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 01 SEP 12) ... Roger Showley 

Capt. Joseph Beel: Commanding officer of the Space and 
Naval Warfare Systems Command Pacific (SPAWAR), whose 
4,500 researchers and support personnel in 217 buildings 
locally develop software systems and hardware devices for 
Navy ships and installations. 

What makes San Diego unique for SPAWAR's work: 
"This is the largest concentration of Naval forces in the world. 
It's the only SPAWAR located in a major fleet concentration 
area, uniquely located on the Pacific, with major detachments 
in Guam, Hawaii and Japan as well as a major concentration 
in San Diego. That gives us a presence in the new alignment 
of defense strategy in the Pacific." 

Synergy between SPAWAR and local companies, 
institutions: "One of the best things we do is cooperative 
research and development agreements. It's an area we can 
develop more. We'll partner with a company where we have 
some expertise, facility or equipment and they have a new 
perspective or some specialized equipment or approach." 

SPAWAR as a nimble innovation center: Following the 
2011 Japanese tsunami and nuclear meltdown, the group's 

radiation detector team fashioned an underwater unmanned 
vehicle to monitor and retrieve radiation data off the coast of 
the crippled nuclear plant. "We packaged that, tested it in a 
parking lot and in Monterey Bay, turned it over to the 
Japanese government. Total time was five weeks." 

Incentives for researchers: "We're very aggressive in 
rewarding employees for patents and innovations. We give 
them the maximum allowable by law (40 percent of royalties). 
We had one employee earn $100,000 for one patent." 

Working conditions in a military facility: "We do have 
great views from the places where we work (such as at the tip 
of Point Loma). They like to work with people that do neat 
things. It's not quite the environment you'd get at a Google, 
but there's a limit to what we can do with that." 

Promoting continued innovation: "We need to stay 
hungry. We can't just rest on our laurels and say, well, we've 
got a great location, we're right with our customers. We need 
to deliver on that. We have to show the value that we give 
them for having that key location." 

View Clip (RT: 3:41) 
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BOOKS: 
25. Account Says Navy Author Wrote Book After A Slight 
(NEW YORK TIMES 03 SEP 12) ... James Dao 

The former Navy SEALs member who is a co-author of a 
first-person account of the raid that killed Osama bin Laden 
was willing to break "the code of silence" honored by many 
commandos because of "bad blood" with his former unit, the 
elite SEAL Team 6, according to a new e-book written by 
other Special Operations veterans. 

The e-book says the author, Matt Bissonnette, who wrote 
the book “No Easy Day” under the pseudonym Mark Owen, 
was effectively pushed out of SEAL Team 6 after he 
expressed interest last year in leaving the Navy and starting a 
business. Upset at how he had been treated, Mr. Bissonnette 
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felt less compunction about writing a book that he knew might 
upset colleagues, the e-book authors say. 

“How was he repaid for his honesty and 14 years of 
service?” a passage of the e-book asks. “He was ostracized 
from his unit with no notice and handed a plane ticket back to 
Virginia from a training operation.” 

The e-book, “No Easy Op,” is scheduled to go on sale on 
Amazon on Monday, a day before Mr. Bissonnette’s book hits 
the market. The Pentagon has threatened legal action against 
Mr. Bissonnette because he did not submit the manuscript for 
review early enough in the publication process. 

The e-book offers a few details of its own about Mr. 
Bissonnette’s team, none of which could be independently 
corroborated. It says, for instance, that team members loudly 

celebrated their successful mission at a bar in Virginia Beach, 
causing them to be reprimanded. 

“No Easy Op” is a product of sofrep.com, a Web site 
produced by former commandos and devoted to the news, 
culture and weaponry of Special Operations forces. Brandon 
Webb, a former SEALs sniper and the founder of the site, said 
the e-book was based on conversations that he and his co-
authors had with current members of SEAL Team 6, none of 
whom are identified. 

He declined to say whether Mr. Bissonnette provided 
information for the e-book, though he said he talked with Mr. 
Bissonnette over the past year about what it was like to write a 
book about the SEALs. 
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26. A SEAL's Most Daring Mission 
How the bin Laden raid author sneaked past the Pentagon. 
(NEWSWEEK 10 SEP 12) ... Daniel Klaidman 

Navy SEALS are taught to practice OPSEC, elaborate 
operational security tactics to preserve the element of surprise 
in carrying out missions. Former commando Matt Bissonnette 
seems to have put that training to good use in the publication 
of his controversial tell-all book about the assault that killed 
Osama bin Laden. 

Bissonnette, who was a member of the SEAL team that 
snuffed out the terrorist mastermind, and his publisher went to 
unusual lengths to conceal the existence of the project until the 
publisher announced it last month. 

For the Pentagon it was tantamount to a sneak attack. 
Officials were taken by complete surprise when details of the 
sensational account began appearing in the media. Adding to 
the pressure was the fact that Bissonnette’s account of the bin 
Laden raid was at odds with the Obama White House’s 
version in some key respects, notably whether the terrorist 
mastermind represented a genuine threat to the commandos 
when they killed him. Last week officials scrambled to get a 
copy of the book to see whether Bissonnette’s account, No 
Easy Day (written under the pseudonym Mark Owen), 
revealed classified information. But by the time government 
vetters got their hands on it, thousands of copies had already 
been shipped to stores and the title stood atop Amazon’s sales 
list. 

“We were caught completely off guard,” conceded one 
senior Pentagon official, who says national-security personnel 
are obligated to submit manuscripts containing sensitive 
information for prepublication review (Bissonnette’s lawyer 
says the regs merely “invite” authors to show vetters but don’t 
require it). Late last week, Defense Department general 
counsel Jeh Johnson sent a letter to Bissonnette in a last-ditch 

bid to minimize the damage. The threat of legal action was 
aimed at pressuring Bissonnette and his publisher, Dutton, to 
submit to the Pentagon’s demands for prepublication review. 
In the past, the DOD has succeeded in halting distribution of 
books, even in some cases pulping printed copies. But in the 
case of No Easy Day, it is likely too late to prevent the book 
from receiving wide public exposure. “At this point the onus is 
on the SEAL and his publisher to put the genie back in the 
bottle,” says one senior Pentagon official, declining to explain 
how that would be possible. 

The Pentagon has not disclosed whether it believes No 
Easy Day divulges classified secrets, though one official told 
Newsweek “you can bet we wouldn’t have sent the letter if we 
didn’t think there were serious security breaches.” 

Making the situation all the more awkward: the 
administration itself may have opened the door. The White 
House has drawn fire for putting out its own cinematic version 
of the bin Laden raid. The move rankled critics, who say it 
smacks of end-zone dancing and could compromise future 
missions. Several SEALS were motivated to back a super-
PAC ad faulting Obama’s leadership. All the attention would 
seem at odds with the culture of the SEALS, who pride 
themselves on a code of omertà. But if the organization hates 
the spotlight, you wouldn’t know it from their recent behavior. 
This spring, they helped produce a wide-release movie called 
Act of Valor—no Oscar threat, but a good way to recruit 
successors to Matt Bissonnette. 

Klaidman, a former NEWSWEEK managing editor, is 
writing a book on President Obama and terrorism to be 
published by Houghton Mifflin Harcourt in 2012. 
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COMMENTARY: 
27. U.N.’s Ban And Egypt’s Morsi Deliver Strong Messages In Iran 
(WASHINGTON POST 04 SEP 12) ... Walter Pincus 

U.N. Secretary General Ban Ki-moon and Egyptian 
President Mohamed Morsi delivered prominent and 
surprisingly effective messages at last week’s summit of Non-

Aligned Movement nations in Tehran — despite Washington’s 
unease at their even attending the Iran-hosted event. 

Washington’s initial reaction was praise for how Morsi 
spoke strongly against Iran’s ally, Syrian President Bashir al-
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Assad, calling for him to step down. Ban also won praise 
when he called on Tehran to adhere to Security Council 
resolutions limiting Iran’s nuclear program. He described as 
“utterly wrong” those [read summit host Iran’s President 
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad] who deny “historical acts such as the 
Holocaust” and challenge Israel’s right to exist. 

Forgotten for the moment were State Department 
spokeswoman Victoria Nuland’s well-publicized Aug. 16 
remarks that the secretary general’s attendance “does not send 
a good signal” because Iran was “in violation of so many of its 
international obligations and posing a threat to neighbors, et 
cetera.” Nuland also warned “other participating nations” that 
Tehran was “a strange place and an inappropriate place for 
this meeting.” 

The idea that the U.S. government knows best about what 
other sovereign countries should do in their relations with 
Washington’s enemies — and doubts foreign leaders can 
handle themselves on the international stage — reminds me of 
the worst of American bullying during the Cold War. Back 
then, U.S. leaders warned members of the Non-Aligned 
Movement against having any dealings with the Soviet Union 
or communists in general. 

The “you are with us or against us” attitude was last 
employed with negative effect by President George W. Bush. 

But as Morsi and Ban have shown, such leaders can take 
care of themselves. In this case it was before an audience of 
more than 100 countries that make up two-thirds of the U.N. 
membership, including leaders of India, Afghanistan, Iraq, 
Qatar and Pakistan. 

Washington, in fact, should pay attention to all that Morsi 
and Ban said — not just what it agrees with. 

Morsi spoke of Syria’s “repressive regime, which has lost 
its legitimacy” and the need for a unified opposition. He also 
said that those causing the bloodshed “will be held 
accountable” and “this bloodshed cannot come to an end 
without active intervention by all of us.” His words rocketed 
around the world, were hailed by the Syrian opposition and 
left an indelible black mark on Iran’s support of Assad. 

Morsi also, however, linked the Palestinians with the 
Syrian people as “currently struggling valiantly and 
impressively in pursuit of freedom, justice and human 
dignity,” saying his country will support “any Palestinian 
move at the General Assembly or the Security Council to seek 
U.N. membership.” 

He moved into the controversial area of nuclear weapons, 
noting Egypt’s long-standing role in seeking a conference on a 
nuclear-free Middle East, pointing out that only Israel, which 
does not acknowledge its nuclear weapons stockpile, has not 
signed the Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT). 

Morsi also repeated Egypt’s support of Iran’s right to 
“peaceful use of atomic energy,” meaning the reprocessing of 

nuclear materials, but added that it should only be done 
“provided that it completely respects international obligations 
imposed by the NPT in this domain,” which means it does not 
lead to a weapon and its facilities are open to inspection by the 
International Atomic Energy Agency. 

Ban’s speech was no less forthright. “Those who provide 
arms to either side in Syria are contributing to the misery,” he 
said, quite aware that Iran was aiding Assad and Qatar was 
supplying the opposition. 

He called nuclear proliferation the most serious threat to 
global peace and urged Iran, as the new Non-Aligned leader, 
to build confidence in the “peaceful nature” of its program by 
“fully complying with the relevant Security Council 
resolutions and thoroughly cooperating with the IAEA.” 

He also called on all parties “to stop provocative and 
inflammatory threats,” clearly a reference to possible attacks 
on Iran’s nuclear complex being publicly debated not only 
within Israel but in the United States. “A war of words can 
quickly spiral into a war of violence,” he said. 

But the secretary general’s most impressive — and for 
Iranians the most controversial — words were delivered 
during his lecture at Tehran’s School of International 
Relations before an audience of Tehran officials, professors 
and students. 

“I believe Iran would benefit from fully drawing on the 
activism of civil society,” he said. Iran is known for arresting 
dissidents and particularly students. “Unleashing the potential 
of civil society means accepting its diversity of views, even 
when these views might seem challenging [to] authorities,” he 
said. 

Ban added, “Social activism and critics should never be 
conflated with national security and seen as a threat to the 
society or the state.” Referring to life in South Korea when it 
was under a military dictatorship, he recalled how those 
opposed to Seoul’s harsh government were accused of 
harming national security. 

Addressing his audience directly, he said, “I encourage 
Iran to allow greater space for different and divergent 
perspectives to play out in public debate,” particularly during 
next year’s presidential election. “That is why I have urged the 
authorities during my visit this time to release opposition 
leaders, human rights defenders, journalists and social activists 
to create the conditions for free expression and open debate.” 

Who can say how long the effects of Morsi’s or Ban’s 
words will last in Iran. But no one can deny it was important 
for them to have gone there. They spoke for values Americans 
believe in — free speech and a full exchange of ideas — 
before those with whom Washington disagrees. 

And they did it on their own. 
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28. Mrs. Clinton's Asia Mission 
(NEW YORK TIMES 02 SEP 12) ... Carol Giacomo 

Mitt Romney has identified Asia as one place where he 
wants to focus more attention if elected, but the truth is that 
President Obama has already staked out a forceful position 
there with his commitment to rebalance American interests 
from the Middle East to the Pacific. 

The administration will have a chance to re-emphasize 
that as Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton makes her 
third trip to the region this year. She will be in Beijing this 
week, and her final stop will be the annual Asia-Pacific 
Economic Cooperation leaders’ meeting in Vladivostok. 
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There is no lack of weighty topics on her agenda. Chief 
among them are the disputes among China, Japan, South 
Korea and several others over numerous islands in the East 
China and South China Seas, and the mineral, oil and gas 
rights to these specks of land. While the conflicts date back 
many years, they have begun to escalate and carry the risk of 
war, by mistake or by design. The tensions are sowing 
mistrust, as well as slowing regional cooperation and 
economic development. Mrs. Clinton plans to warn leaders at 
the forum against provocative acts. 

She’s likely to have the toughest time in China, where the 
state-run news agency Xinhua just published a commentary 
saying Washington “intends to benefit from stirring up 

disputes among nations.” Beijing is very anxious that the 
United States is asserting itself more robustly in the region, 
including reviving and reinforcing alliances with Pacific Rim 
nations. 

Administration officials deny trying to foment trouble. 
Instead, they are urging that the Association of Southeast 
Asian Nations adopt a binding framework for dispute 
resolution, which could be used to manage competing claims 
to the islands. The conflict over the islands is a symptom of 
the growing competition in the region and the fears about 
China’s rise. Washington could play a constructive role, 
working with both the smaller nations and Beijing. 
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29. A Nuclear Dimension To China's Maritime Claims 
(SINGAPORE STRAITS TIMES 03 SEP 12) ... Michael Richardson 

The tug-of-war over the South China Sea is mainly seen 
as a struggle among rival claimants – China, Taiwan and 
several South-east Asian states – for control of valuable 
fisheries as well as seabed oil, natural gas and mineral 
resources. 

China’s claim to about 80 percent of the 3.5 million sq km 
sea and its hundreds of atolls, rocks and reefs has also alarmed 
outside seafaring and trading nations, including the United 
States and Japan. They regard the South China Sea as an 
international maritime highway, with free navigation for 
seaborne trade, unimpeded movement of naval vessels and 
over-flight rights for military aircraft. 

But recent developments in China's nuclear weapons 
programme suggest that there is another important dimension 
to Beijing's increasing assertiveness in enforcing its claimed 
jurisdiction in the semi-enclosed sea: Protecting a new 
generation of nuclear-powered submarines armed with atomic 
warheads and based at Sanya on China's Hainan Island. 

“Without understanding the nuclear dimension of the 
South China Sea disputes, China’s maritime expansion makes 
little sense,” said Mr Tetsuo Kotani, Special Research Fellow 
at Okazaki Institute in Tokyo. 

One of the new-generation subs was first spotted at Sanya 
by a commercial satellite in 2008. It was tied to a pier that 
analysts said was China’s first, and so far only, de-
magnetising facility for submarines. 

De-magnetisation is conducted before deployment to 
remove residual magnetic fields in the metal of a sub, making 
it harder for hostile submarines, surface ships and anti-
submarine aircraft to detect. 

Initially, these new-generation Chinese subs – and the 
nuclear-tipped ballistic missiles they could launch while 
submerged – would be able to target potential adversaries in 
Asia and U.S. bases in the region. 

Eventually, with longer-range inter-continental missiles, 
they could cover the whole of the U.S. from launch points in 
the deep waters of the South China Sea, without having to 
venture too far from their rock shelter tunnels, bored into a 
mountain that forms part of the Sanya naval base for China’s 
South Sea Fleet. 

This would give China a more effective deterrent against 
nuclear attack – one that can operate from under the sea in 
addition to land-based nuclear missiles. 

In recent years, China has built up a relatively small but 
increasingly impressive arsenal of approximately 140 nuclear 
ballistic missiles, either concealed in silos ormounted on 
special launch-vehicles and moved around to different hiding 
places on land. 

Each carries a single nuclear warhead. But earlier last 
month, a newspaper controlled by the ruling Chinese 
Communist Party reported that China was developing the 
capability to do what Russia and the U.S. have done – put 
multiple warheads on its inter-continental ballistic missiles 
(ICBM), each capable of hitting different targets. 

This could greatly increase the number of China’s 
operational nuclear weapons and overwhelm any missile 
defence system. 

At the same time, China is building a fleet of new JIN-
class nuclear-powered ballistic missile submarines (SSBN), 
known as Type 094. Two are in operation, a third is under 
construction and may already have been launched, and at least 
two more are expected to be built. 

Meanwhile, China is hoping to complete testing of the JL-
2 nuclear-tipped missile for the Type 094 sub, which can carry 
12 of the missiles. 

The U.S. Defence Department’s annual report to 
Congress in May on China’s armed forces and military 
strategy noted that, while the JL-2 programme had faced 
repeated delays, it “may reach initial operating capability” 
within the next two years, giving the Chinese navy “its first 
credible sea-based nuclear” deterrent. 

The JL-2 missile is estimated by the Pentagon to have a 
range of some 7,400km. This would enable a Type 094 SSBN, 
armed with the missiles and stationed in waters near China, to 
target the U.S. territories of Alaska and Guam in the western 
Pacific, and other American bases in the Asia-Pacific region, 
as well as India and most of Russia, including Moscow but not 
the continental U.S. 

To reach the U.S. heartland from the South China Sea, the 
Chinese navy would either have to develop an extended-range 
nuclear ballistic missile, or send its Type 094 SSBNs through 
the Philippine or East China seas into the Pacific Ocean, 
through relatively narrow straits that form dangerous choke 
points for the subs, which may make them vulnerable to 
detection and attack in a crisis. 

At present, China’s longestrange land-launched ICBM 
can strike targets more than 13,000km from launch point. 
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A new Chinese ICBM, which some reports suggest was 
flight-tested in July, reportedly has a range of at least 
14,000km. 

While it may add a nuclear dimension to China’s interests 
in the South China Sea, having a sea-based nuclear deterrent 
may pose serious control problems for the Central Military 
Commission (CMC), which supervises the country’s nuclear 
arsenal. 

The CMC and the Chinese navy have no experience in 
operating SSBNs in either peacetime or during a crisis. 

Yet remaining submerged and out of communication for 
lengthy periods is essential if SSBNs are to remain undetected. 

So for the foreseeable future, China’s land-based nuclear 
missile force is expected to be the mainstay of the country’s 
deterrent and retaliatory strike capability against the 
continental U.S. or other faraway targets. 

But that will be cold comfort for any regional adversary 
of China, which might soon be targeted by a new SSBN fleet, 
armed with nuclear ballistic missiles. 

The writer is a visiting senior research fellow at the 
Institute of South East Asian Studies. 
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30. The World’s Gaze Turns To The South Pacific 
(THE DIPLOMAT 04 SEP 12) ... Luke Hunt 

RAROTONGA – Hillary Clinton’s first diplomatic foray 
into the Pacific Islands Forum (PIF) took Washington’s much-
vaunted “rebalance” to the Asia-Pacific an enormous step 
forward while upping the ante in a region that is often passed-
over as a political backwater. 

The message was simple. The U.S. Secretary of State 
wants Pacific leaders to believe that Washington thinks the 16 
isolated states of the PIF matter, and that they will find a much 
more amiable friend in the U.S. than in China or Russia. 

She told the annual PIF dialogue partners meeting that the 
Pacific was big enough for everyone, including the European 
Union, Canada, the U.K., and China, while adding the U.S. 
was looking to an “American model of partnership.” 

“That’s why I have said that the 21st Century will be 
America’s Pacific Century, with an emphasis on the Pacific. 
That Pacific half of Asia-Pacific doesn’t always get as much 
attention as it should, but the United States knows this region 
is strategically and economically vital and becoming more so,” 
she said. 

Her visit was almost certainly the single most important 
diplomatic event in the Cook Islands since Britain’s Queen 
Elizabeth dropped-in for a one day stop-over in 1974. It also 
came amid a high stakes game of checkbook diplomacy which 
is being played out among the tiny Pacific states. 

This much was obvious over here during the last week. 
Backroom bargaining and deals signed or others 

negotiated on foreign policy formed an undercurrent over 
formal negotiations between member states and another 41 
countries – including Israel, Cuba and even Kosovo – which 
sent delegations. 

The PIF, established in 1971, is supposed to promote 
cohesion and cooperation between its isolated members, 
whose concerns primarily relate to climate change, trade, 
fishing, and transportation. To be fair this year’s summit did 
provide a focus on those issues. 

A new marine park, the largest in the world, was declared. 
Trade and fishing agreements were thrashed out and gender 
initiatives were established with Australian Prime Minister 
Julia Gillard launching a U.S. $330 million initiative to 
promote gender equality. 

Women in the South Pacific have the world’s lowest 
participation rates in Parliament with women on average 
making up five percent of the entire legislature. As of 2010, 
the sub-region also had the distinction of containing four of 
the six countries worldwide that do not have any female 
lawmakers. Along with addressing political representation 

issues, Gillard said measures would be introduced to prevent 
violence against women, expand health centers and build 
shelters, particularly in rural areas. 

Importantly, fiscal mechanisms were also put in place to 
help island states cope financially with the impact of climate 
change. 

Tuvalu, at its highest point, is just 4.6 meters above sea 
level and this is typical of many islands within the PIF sphere 
of influence. 

But it was the political front that stole the lion’s share of 
the spotlight. 

New Zealand has just completed its year as chair of the 
PIF. In handing over the Chair to the Cook Islands, New 
Zealand Prime Minister John Key was adamant that the forum 
had flourished over the past year by taking a united stand on 
the international stage. 

"The united Pacific front we have been able to present 
…amplifies our voice in putting specific issues squarely on the 
international agenda,” he said as part of an upbeat assessment 
of his country’s year at the helm despite the realities on the 
ground that paint a much different political and diplomatic 
picture. 

For the wider world the PIF can command a strategically 
important bloc of votes at the United Nations, which makes it 
an alluring target for countries seeking support for their 
particular agendas. This includes the countries vying for one 
of the five non-permanent seats on the U.N. Security Council 
at a vote that will be held in about six weeks. 

Winning friends, however, is an expensive business and 
no nation has been more eager to win friends in the Pacific 
over recent years than Russia, which was notably absent from 
the summit and politely ignored in speeches by the likes of 
Mrs. Clinton and Ms. Gillard. 

Insiders told The Diplomat that Moscow had sent “a 
demand” for an invitation to this year’s meeting but decided to 
stay away after realizing it would be lumped under the 
category of “attending” countries alongside Taiwan as 
opposed to being a full “dialogue partner,” a status enjoyed by 
the likes of the U.S., China, and even Britain. 

“Russia is getting engaged in the Pacific because like the 
two other major powers U.S. and China, they are all ‘pivoting" 
into the Pacific and want to shadow each others' moves,” Ben 
Sims, Research Associate at the Pacific Institute of Public 
Policy, told The Diplomat. 
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“Note that Russia is hosting the APEC summit in coming 
weeks in Vladivostok, on its Pacific coast,” he said of the 
Asia-Pacific Economic Co-operation (APEC) group. 

Importantly, he also said Russia was courting islands to 
help recognize breakaway Caucus states — such as Abkhazia, 
which is recognized by Vanuatu, Tuvalu and Nauru — garner 
future U.N. votes, and probably look for resources and 
potential navy bases. 

“Fiji and Vanuatu are two particular countries it is 
courting.” 

For tiny Nauru, establishing diplomatic relations with 
South Ossetia and Abkhazia earned them a U.S. $50 million 
assistance package from Moscow in 2009. The money has also 
flowed to Tuvalu since the world’s third least populated nation 
also recognized Russia’s troubled neighbors last year. 

The PIF is also split over the recognition of Taiwan, 
however, as China has attained a degree of respectability 
within the forum through targeted aid, including a joint 
venture with New Zealand to provide the Cook Islands and its 
11,000 people with clean water. 

“This push also makes the forum less about its stated 
theme — Large Ocean Island States the Pacific Challenge — 
and more about nations shoring up recognition, in the case of 
China/Taiwan and Russia,” Sims said. 

Russian-sponsored “assistance packages” not only 
legitimizes Fiji’s dictatorship and destabilizes Vanuatu’s 
government, but also comes at the expense of compromised 
foreign policies among the PIF. 

That’s not to say that legitimate development assistance is 
not welcomed. Most PIF countries need sustainable aid from 
international partners like the U.S. $32 million offered by 
Clinton, which was primarily linked to climate change. 

But “the Dutch auction,” as one long time observer put it, 
also comes amid other divisions within the Pacific ranks 
which is factionalizing and priming members for outside 
interference. 

This became evident after a meeting of the Smaller Island 
States (SIS) which encompasses the Cook Islands, Kiribati, 
Nauru, Niue, Palau, Republic of the Marshall Islands and 
Tuvalu. 

Cook Islands Prime Minister Henry Puna said the SIS 
would use its collective vote to support issues of mutual 
interest, particularly climate change, effectively acting as a 
sub-group within the forum. 

A further layer has been added to PIF factionalism by Fiji, 
which was suspended by the PIF in 2009 at the behest of 
Australia and New Zealand in response to the 2006 coup. 

Readmission is dependent upon holding democratic 
elections by 2014. However, Fiji has thrived despite its pariah 
status and built bilateral relations with countries outside its 
traditional sphere of influence through the Melanesian 
Spearhead Group (MSG). 

The MSG is being viewed as a pre-cursor to the Pacific 
Islands Development Forum (PIDF) which one senior 
diplomat here said would compete directly with the PIF in 
direct opposition to regional and PIF political heavyweights 
Australia and New Zealand. 

In addition, independence movements in French 
Polynesia and to a lesser extent New Caledonia, are in the 
ascendancy causing consternation among their colonial 
masters in Paris and further concern over shifting Pacific 
alliances in Canberra and Wellington. 

This was highlighted in the official end of summit 
communiqué with leaders again supporting the French 
territory’s right to self-determination but this time, following 
last year’s election of Oscar Temaru as President, diplomats 
said this would be a major regional issue going forward. 

“I think that the international push into the Pacific is a 
sign of an increasingly multi-polar world, where new powers 
are challenging the traditional geopolitical structures of the 
region,” Sims said. 

As such he said the Pacific needs to assert itself but not 
passively bend to “all the demands of new actors pushing for 
their own self-interest.” 

Over the long-term it is only the Pacific states themselves 
which will suffer from this kind of factionalism and 
independent deals that are dictated by the highest bidders. 
What is needed is frank and open dialogue on a united foreign 
policy that could deliver the PIF real clout on an international 
stage that can always do with a bit more honesty. 
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31. The Case For Disruption And Dialogue In Defense Reform 
(SMALL WARS JOURNAL 01 SEP 12) ... Peter J. Munson 

Case studies abound of businesses that have seen their 
success turn into bloat, hubris, and ultimately decline. It 
should be no surprise then that the most powerful and 
unparalleled military in history is having a hard time coming 
to grips with the coming budget cuts. The resources at the 
disposal of the military are as massive as the coming cuts are 
comparatively paltry (despite protestations to the contrary), 
yet the real challenge is more one of rationalizing the 
organization’s allocation of resources. 

The military is saddled with more restraints and armed 
with fewer incentives and metrics than any private sector 
organization. At the same time, the massive, conservative 
bureaucracy of the Department of Defense (DoD), replete with 
its four separate services and countless other fiefdoms, is 
notoriously resistant to change. Attempts to rationalize, 
streamline, and flatten the organization will be staunchly 
resisted, while general officer leaders are unprepared, if not 

unwilling, to break this phalanx. This all means that reforms 
will have to come at the hands of disruptive actors within and 
outside DoD, rather than a unified, top-down campaign. While 
it is much in vogue to deny that the rules of the business world 
apply to the military, the time is ripe for more dialogue 
between the two worlds to both inform and learn from this 
unique case. 

The staunch resistance of entrenched, status quo interests 
in any organization makes reform efforts difficult. Corporate 
leadership, business units, employee groups, and shareholders 
can all be impediments to bold change. All can value the 
comfort of short-term stability over the risk that faces nearly 
every effort to reform. These challenges are all the more 
daunting in declining powerhouse corporations that have long 
enjoyed an advantaged position. As Richard Rumelt warned, 
“Success leads to laxity and bloat, and these lead to decline. 
Few organizations avoid this tragic arc." When businesses 
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sense the imperative for change, they have a number of 
quantitative and qualitative tools at hand to rationalize their 
decision-making: industry models, market research, payroll 
costs, revenue, sales, and other statistics. They can turn to 
consultants, researchers, fresh views brought in from other 
companies, or even experts from other sectors in order to blaze 
a new trail forward. 

America’s military has few of the tools laid out above to 
use in its reform campaign. First, it has no true strategic 
competition to focus minds. Surely, the insurgencies of the 
past decade have forced tactical innovation and strategic 
minds give lip service to the rising threat of China. There is no 
“threat and constraint,” no competitive pressure of the sort that 
forces hard, rational decisions about resource allocation. In 
DoD, parochial interests continue to dominate at multiple 
levels: competition for resources by fiefdoms within each 
service, the increasingly bruising inter-service budget battles, 
and the powerful purse-string control of Congress which often 
prioritizes industry and district concerns over fiscal and 
military effectiveness. 

Second, the military lacks the metrics that guide most 
reform efforts. Its workforce is almost entirely salaried, 
leaving little data for optimization. It has no revenue or sales 
figures. Its unique warfighting functions have few, if any 
analogues in the private sector for comparison. And even 
when it comes to fighting the Nation’s battles, metrics are 
notoriously misreported, misunderstood, and misused. 
Furthermore, defenders of the status quo use the unique nature 
of the military to scoffat anyone who would try to introduce 
management and reform lessons from the private sector – 
often with a haughty reference to the failures of Wall Street 
and Enron (as if the conduct of our recent wars has been 
enlightened). 

When you add these two points to a maddening third – the 
massive bureaucracy’s conservative organizational culture and 
legendary ability for self-defense – we are presented with what 
seems like an intractable challenge. 

It would seem that changing this Leviathan could only be 
driven from the top, but prospects for that are dim. 
Institutional leadership is split between civilian political 
appointees (nominally in charge but ephemeral in office), 
general officers (long-socialized products of the organizational 
culture needing change), and career bureaucrats (even longer-

socialized). But even these leaders lack control over the 
Congressional mandates that often drive the most inefficient 
acquisitions and personnel policies. In the face of this 
entrenched, status quo leadership, top-level reformers can only 
succeed by the de facto flattening effect of empowering 
“disruptive” juniors. 

Junior and mid-grade officers have recently made a small 
buzz by discussing a set of ideas loosely labeled “disruptive 
thinking.” This concept has been criticized roundly by 
guardians of the status quo, and even some reformers. 
Supporters of the term have been labeled as “young Turks” – 
revolutionaries or rabble-rousers – and told that we must avoid 
scaring the organization if we want it to change. Yet, by 
definition, a closed system that is resistant to needed change 
must be disrupted. Thankfully, for all its conservative faults, 
the military is more forgiving of open discourse about reform 
than many corporations. The idea is out. Now it needs the 
purchase that can only come through a collaboration of 
visionary high-level leadership and bottom-up, disruptive 
reformers. 

Lacking traditional drivers and avenues of reform, as 
described above, the only way to change an organization is for 
executives to partner with the lower and middle management 
to identify broken processes, bloated business units, 
dysfunctional institutions and paradigms, and ineffective 
allocation of resources. This partnership is surely disruptive. It 
partially cuts out the entrenched, status quo upper-middle 
management of the organization, in essence acknowledging 
that this conservative layer is constitutionally incapable of 
decisive change. Yet, without such a disruptive move, 
executives will never hear the ground truths about their 
organization, nor the bold options for change that fresh minds, 
not yet fully conditioned by the pedestrian interests of one 
stovepipe, have to offer. 

This dialogue, if it continues, is worth watching by 
managers and students of management. The uniqueness of the 
case does not negate its usefulness to a broader audience. 
Furthermore, a more efficient, effective defense is in all 
citizens’ interests. 

Peter J. Munson is a Marine officer, KC-130 pilot, and 
Middle East Foreign Area Officer currently assigned to U.S. 
Marine Corps Forces Central Command. 

Return to Index 
 

32. Sequester Shield May Pit Troops Versus Procurement 
(BLOOMBERG GOVERNMENT 31 AUG 12) ... Robert Levinson 

President Barack Obama’s intention to protect military 
personnel from sequestration of $54.7 billion in fiscal 2013 
defense funds may force the Pentagon to cut other accounts by 
more than the 9.6 percent, Bloomberg Government has 
estimated. 

The personnel accounts pay salaries and other monetary 
compensation for uniformed personnel. The Pentagon 
requested $135.1 billion in its fiscal 2013 base budget for 
personnel and another $14.1 billion in the Overseas 
Contingency Operations account, which pays for the war in 
Afghanistan. 

Exempting personnel accounts doesn’t protect services for 
troops and their families, such as medical care, from 

sequestration of $54.7 billion in defense funds slated for Jan. 
2, 2013. 

The White House may broaden its definition of 
“personnel accounts” to include personnel support services 
and seek to exempt them, too. Alternatively, the Pentagon may 
shift funds from other accounts to make up for sequester of 
support funds. 

With the consent of Congress, the Defense Department 
can shift almost $8 billion among programs each year. This 
reprogramming could be used to manage some of the effects 
of sequestration, according to Bloomberg Government 
analysis. 

The Obama administration has given no indication it 
intends to exempt personnel support funds from sequestration, 
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and doing so would require a loose interpretation of the 2011 
Budget Control Act. Nevertheless, Congress probably 
wouldn’t resist such a move. 

Whether services to soldiers and their families are 
protected from sequester or the Pentagon moves money 
around to cover them, other defense accounts will suffer larger 
cuts as a result. 

Bloomberg Government estimates that sequestration will 
cut non-exempt defense accounts, including for the war in 
Afghanistan, by 9.6 percent, and nondefense agency 
discretionary budgets by 9.1 percent. 

To support active-duty personnel in fiscal 2013, the 
Pentagon has proposed to spend $32.5 billion in health care, 
$8.5 billion on military family-support programs such as 
childcare and schools, $1 billion on health-care facility 
construction and $1.7 billion on family housing. The $43.7 
billion total is subject to a sequester cut of $4.2 billion. 

If, for example, the Pentagon instead took that amount 
from its proposed fiscal 2013 base procurement budget of 
$98.8 billion, the combined effect including sequestration 
would be to reduce that account by about 14 percent, or about 
$14 billion. 

Procurement funds are not all spent in the fiscal year for 
which they are appropriated. According to Bloomberg 

Government analysis, about 20 percent of procurement funds 
are spent in the first year, so only about $1.9 billion of the 
$9.5 billion sequestration cut would be felt in fiscal 2013. 

Conversely, the entire $4.2 billion reduction in personnel 
services would occur in fiscal 2013. Taking that amount from 
the procurement account would more than triple the $1.9 
billion fiscal 2013 impact of sequestration. 

Increasing the amounts cut from Pentagon procurement or 
research and development would hit defense contractors 
particularly hard as the military is forced to cancel or postpone 
equipment purchases. 

Cutting operational funds to protect personnel services 
would reduce funds for maintaining equipment or training 
troops to operate it. Readiness, the military’s term for its 
ability to fight, could suffer. 

The operation and maintenance account also covers 
salaries for the 756,356 full-time equivalent civilian 
employees on Pentagon rolls in fiscal 2013. Sequestration will 
force a reduction in those payroll accounts. Many civilians 
perform essential services, so the Pentagon may look 
elsewhere to pay for military personnel support. 

Robert Levinson is an analyst for Bloomberg 
Government. The views expressed are his own. 
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33. The Incredible Shrinking Arctic 
The sea ice is smaller than at any time on record 
(WASHINGTON POST 04 SEP 12) ... Editorial 

The Arctic is getting warmer faster than almost anywhere 
else on Earth. The latest evidence came in an announcement 
from the University of Colorado’s National Snow and Ice Data 
Center saying that, as of Aug. 26, the Arctic sea ice cover 
shrunk to 1.58 million square miles this summer, the smallest 
area since satellite measurements began in 1979. The trend is 
expected to continue in the next few weeks. 

Over the past three decades, the average extent of the 
Arctic sea ice has declined by 25 to 30 percent, and the rate of 
decline is accelerating. In the past, older, thicker ice would 
drift away and be replaced by seasonal ice. But now more of 
the older ice is melting in the Arctic, a phenomenon that had 
been relatively rare. Also, less seasonal ice is replacing it. 

What’s alarming is that in recent years scientists have 
detected a feedback effect: The seasonal sea ice melts more 
quickly, and the decline results in more heat absorption by 
open water, which in turn leads to more warming 

The sea ice is not the only part of the Arctic cryosphere 
that is melting. Overall, in the past 30 years, the rise in annual 
average temperatures has been twice as high over the Arctic as 
over the rest of the world. Evidence from lake sediments, tree 
rings and ice cores suggests that Arctic ice temperatures have 
been higher in the past few decades than at any time in the 
past 2,000 years.  

The implications of this are profound, not only as an 
indicator of global climate change but also of changes in sea 
levels, freshwater, the Earth’s energy balance, the biosphere 
and the livelihoods of millions of people. 

Climate change is happening, yet humans have been 
terribly slow to curb fossil fuels that emit greenhouse gases 
and cause the atmosphere to warm. The United States, caught 
in political gridlock and lacking consensus on the global-
warming threat, has failed to take the lead. The latest reports 
of the shrinking Arctic ice should shock Congress and the 
president into more aggressive action, but both branches of 
government have been timid in the face of one of the great 
challenges of our age — and one that will haunt future 
generations. 

Within this century, and perhaps in the next 30 or 40 
years, the Arctic is projected to become nearly ice-free in the 
summer. A benefit may be that transpolar shipping routes 
from Europe to the Pacific will be 40 percent shorter, and 
choke points like the Suez and Panama canals could lose their 
significance. But there is also potential for conflict over 
borders, oil and mineral extraction, and jockeying among 
military forces. 

The Arctic promises to be getting hot in more ways than 
one. 
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34. Bin Laden Book Tests Pentagon's Mettle 
(NAVY TIMES 10 SEP 12) ... Editorial 

Matt Bissonnette, the former SEAL whose book, "No 
Easy Day," purports to tell the inside story of the mission to 
take down Osama bin Laden, may have been a great operator. 

But he didn't quite anticipate what could go wrong once he 
took his story public. 

Days before the book’s Sept. 4 public release, the 
Pentagon warned him and his publisher that the Defense 
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Department would seek to block the release if Penguin Group 
(USA), the publisher, didn’t do so first. 

If Bissonnette, who wrote the book under the pen name 
Mark Owen, thought he could keep his name secret for long, 
he was gravely mistaken. Within days of word getting out 
about the book, Fox News and others had identified the 14-
year veteran who got out of the Navy in April, apparently 
counting his author’s royalties before they materialized. 

Bissonnette not only chose to disregard long-established 
rules requiring him to request permission and seek prior 
review of any manuscript he might publish, but also signed 
nondisclosure agreements in which he promised “never to 
divulge” classified information. 

Clearly, Bissonnette knew the risks he was taking. He had 
legal counsel who vetted his manuscript. The problem is, only 
the Pentagon gets to decide what is -- and isn’t -- classified. 

Two years ago, Army Lt. Col. Anthony Shaffer published 
“Operation Dark Heart” about his time as an intelligence 
officer fighting in Afghanistan. As with Bissonnette’s book, 
days before Shaffer’s book went on sale, the Army interceded. 
The publisher agreed to withdraw the books bound for sale 
and reprint the book after letting the Army redact sensitive 
information -- but not before a number of review copies were 
out. 

Shaffer, who had retired from the Army, was publicly 
rebuked, but appears to have never faced formal charges or 
discipline. 

Bissonnette’s case is similar, but the stakes are higher. 
The bin Laden story is of intense international interest, and not 
just because people want to know what it was like to face off 
against America’s Public Enemy No. 1. 

There remain people who want to kill anyone involved in 
that mission. Al-Qaida websites have photos of a man 
purported to be Bissonnette along with calls for his execution. 

That Bissonnette could be so easily identified suggests 
that others identified in the book by pseudonyms could be put 
at risk. 

If the Pentagon wants to ensure others don’t follow his 
lead, the department must impose a penalty sufficient to 
discourage copycats. 

It is an uncomfortable place for a news publisher to call 
for any limits on disclosure of information. 

The potential chilling effect on sources is real. And 
DoD’s established proclivity to unreasonably slap the 
“classified” label on information that deserves to see the light 
of day -- and does not pose a risk to life, limb or the security 
of the nation -- makes us loath to encourage the Pentagon to 
further restrict the flow of information. 

Responsible media outlets, including this newspaper, 
regularly censor information themselves, withholding 
publication of information that poses risks to lives or 
operational security. 

Given this case’s stakes, it seems reasonable to say 
Bissonnette violated the trust of his fellow SEALs and 
possibly his own signed agreements in taking his book to press 
without getting clearance. 

With a planned first release of 575,000 copies, 
Bissonnette’s book stands to earn him in excess of $1 million, 
possibly much more. 

According to Pentagon General Counsel Jeh Johnson, 
among the agreements signed by Bissonnette when he was in 
the Navy was one that assigned to the U.S. government “all 
royalties, remunerations and emoluments” that result from 
publishing classified information. 

Perhaps, then, there’s no better punishment for 
Bissonnette than to seize those royalties and demonstrate to 
others there is no profit in publishing national secrets. 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. CNO Honors 70th Anniversary Of The Battle Of Midway 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 04 JUN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Alexandra Snyder, Defense Media Activity - 
Pentagon Bureau 

WASHINGTON -- Chief of Naval Operations Adm. Jonathan Greenert delivered remarks at a wreath-laying ceremony 
commemorating the 70th anniversary of the Battle of Midway, June 4. 

 
2. MCPON Joins 'Old Ironsides' For Battle Of Midway Commemoration Cruise 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 04 JUN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Thomas L. Rosprim, Office of the Master Chief 
Petty Officer of the Navy 

CHARLESTOWN, Mass. -- Master Chief Petty Officer of the Navy (MCPON) got underway aboard USS Constitution in Boston 
Harbor June 4, joining the ship's Sailors to commemorate the 70th anniversary of the Battle of Midway. 

 
3. Battle Of Midway 70th Anniversary Commemorated At Midway Atoll 
(U.S. PACIFIC FLEET 05 JUN 12) ... Ms. Joan Jewett, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class 
Daniel Barker, Navy Public Affairs Support Element West, Detachment Hawaii 

MIDWAY ATOLL - Two veterans of the historic Battle of Midway returned to the battle site June 4 to observe the 70th 
anniversary of the fierce conflict credited with changing the course of World War II in the Pacific. 

 
4. 21st Century Sailor & Marine #TweetAbout 
(YOUTUBE 04 JUN 12) ... U.S. Navy 

Assistant Secretary of the Navy, Juan Garcia, invites you to join him Thursday, June 7, at 4 p.m. Eastern Standard Time for a 
#TweetAbout on 21st Century Sailor and Marine initiative. 

 
5. Can Character Be Taught? Navy Finding Out 
Officials say only partly due to bad behavior in 2010, 2011 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 04 JUN 12) ... Jeanette Steele 

Can you teach someone to have character and integrity? The Navy is giving it a try with a new mandatory training course for its 
aircraft units. 

 
6. #SAAM: 'No Zebras' Fleetwide Summer Tour Raises Sexual Assault Awareness 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 04 JUN 12) ... Lt. Lauryn Dempsey, Department of the Navy Sexual Assault Prevention and Response Office 
Public Affairs 

GUANTANAMO BAY, Cuba -- The Department of the Navy Sexual Assault Prevention and Response Office is teaming up with 
Central Michigan University this summer to raise sexual assault awareness in the Navy and Marine Corps, Navy officials reminded 
the fleet June 4. 

 

CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
7. Pentagon Chief Heads To India Amid U.S. Focus On Asia 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 05 JUN 12) ... Dan De Luce 

NEW DELHI — U.S. Defense Secretary Leon Panetta arrived in India on Tuesday for talks focusing on Washington's strategic 
shift towards Asia, as the United States eyes New Delhi as a potentially pivotal partner. 
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8. Shh, 13 U.S. Amphibious Tanks Just Landed At Situbondo. What's Going On?" 
U.S., Indonesian Navies Carry Out Simulated Tank Assault in Joint Exercise 
(JAKARTA REPUBLIKA (INDONESIA) 04 JUN 12) ... Endah Hapsar 

Republika.co.id, Situbondo -- Thirteen amphibious tanks, or "amphibious assault vehicles" (AAV), owned by the U.S. Navy 
landed at Banongan Beach, Situbondo, East Java, on Monday, 4 June 2012, at 10:00 am local time. The landing of the 13 amphibious 
tanks marked the beginning of a joint military exercise under the code name "CARAT" carried out by the U.S. Navy and the TNI 
(Indonesian National Armed Forces) Navy. 

 
9. BALTOPS Kicks Off 40th Year 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 04 JUN 12) ... Lt. Cmdr. Candice Tresch, Expeditionary Strike Group 2 Public Affairs 

USS NORMANDY, Gdynia, Poland -- Maritime forces from 12 countries are participating in the 40th annual multinational naval 
exercise in the Baltic Sea, June 1-16. 

 
10. Kiwis In World's Largest Naval Exercise 
(TV3 NEWS (NEW ZEALAND) 05 JUN 12) ... Elizabeth Puranam 

The HMNZS Te Kaha has set sail for Hawaii to take part in the world's largest naval warfare exercise. 
 

11. Brazilian Sub To Dock At Norfolk Naval Station 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 04 JUN 12) ... Kate Wiltrout 

NORFOLK -- The Brazilian submarine Tikuna will arrive at Norfolk Naval Station on Thursday, but not as part of OpSail 
festivities. 

 
12. 2 Workers Taken To Hospital In Hazmat Incident At Naval Research Lab 
(WUSA CBS WASHINGTON (DC) 04 JUN 12) 

Dick Thompson, Director of Public Affairs with the Naval Research Lab says that at about 7:20 a.m., Monday, a possible 
hazardous chemical spill was found at the Center for Biomolecular Science and Engineering, which is a laboratory on the grounds of 
the Naval Research Laboratory in Southeast DC. 

 

GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
13. DoD Looks To Foreign Allies For Help Passing Law Of The Sea Treaty 
(THE HILL 04 JUN 12) ... Carlo Munoz 

The Defense Department is looking for a little help from its friends overseas as the Pentagon and White House try to break Senate 
opposition to an international treaty on maritime law. 

 
14. China State Papers Warn U.S. Strategy Risks Rifts 
(REUTERS 04 JUN 12) ... Chris Buckley 

BEIJING - China's top newspapers warned on Tuesday that the United States' plans to bolster its naval presence in the Asia-
Pacific region threaten to widen rifts between the two big powers. 

 
15. NATO 'Smart Defense' Favors European Vendors 
(BLOOMBERG GOVERNMENT 04 JUN 12) ... Kevin Brancato 

NATO’s austerity-driven plans to buy more shared weapons may not aid U.S.-based defense companies facing a shrinking U.S. 
defense budget. 

 
16. An Austere Landscape 
Militaries Struggle To Protect Capabilities, Rethink Strategies 
(DEFENSE NEWS 04 JUN 12) ... Tom Kington and Pierre Tran 

ROME and PARIS — NATO leaders came together last month in Chicago to relaunch the perennial European plan for joint 
procurement under a new catchphrase, “Smart Defense.” 

 
17. Roboships Are Coming; Unmanned Patrol Boats On Navy's Radar: MacKay 
(CANADIAN PRESS 04 JUN 12) ... Mike Blanchfield and Murray Brewster 

OTTAWA - No hands on deck required. 
 

18. Nigerian Navy Commissions First Locally Built Warship NNS Andoni 
(DEFENCE WEB 04 JUN 12) 

Nigeria’s President Goodluck Jonathan has commissioned the NNS Andoni, Nigeria’s first locally built warship, and laid the keel 
for a second Seaward Defence Boat, which will be commissioned next year. 
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PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
19. Prepare Now For Hurricane Season 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 04 JUN 12) ... April Phillips, Naval Safety Center Public Affairs 

NORFOLK, Va. -- June marks the start of the Atlantic hurricane season and the time to prepare is now, before the season heats 
up, according to the commander of the Naval Safety Center. 

 
20. NMCP To Be Initial Site For New Integrated Electronic Health Record 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 04 JUN 12) ... Rebecca A. Perron, Naval Medical Center Portsmouth Public Affairs 

PORTSMOUTH, Va. -- On the heels of the Defense and Veterans Affairs departments' announcement that Naval Medical Center 
Portsmouth would be among the first military treatment facilities to roll out the Integrated Electronic Health Record, the director of 
the DoD/VA Interagency Program Office, visited NMCP June 1. 

 
21. Old Prescriptions Could Doom Sailors Under New Drug Policy 
(NAVY TIMES 11 JUN 12) ... Joshua Stewart 

The goal of the Defense Department's new drug testing policy is clear: stop troops from misusing prescription meds. 
 

22. Navy Household Goods Goes 'Social' 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 04 JUN 12) ... Naval Supply Systems Command Global Logistics Support 

SAN DIEGO -- NAVSUP Global Logistics Support (GLS) Household Goods (HHG) services initiated a social media campaign 
June 4, in effort to make household moves easier on families. 

 
23. Tens Of Thousands Of Ebooks And Audio Books Available On NKO 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 04 JUN 12) ... Patrick Foughty, Commander, Navy Installations Command Public Affairs 

WASHINGTON -- The Navy General Library Program (NGLP), through a near seven-year partnership with Overdrive, the 
largest provider of eBooks and downloadable audio books to libraries worldwide, now offers more than 50,000 titles through Navy 
Knowledge Online. 

 

FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
24. Pingree Views Damaged Sub, Nuclear Area 
Despite evidence of 'quite intense' heat from the fire, she thinks the USS Miami can still be repaired. 
(PORTLAND (ME) PRESS HERALD 05 JUN 12) ... David Hench 

U.S. Rep. Chellie Pingree climbed down into the blackened confines of the USS Miami on Monday at the Portsmouth Naval 
Shipyard, taking stock of the damage caused by last month's fire on the nuclear submarine. 

 
25. New Radar First, Then Final Design For Flight III DDG-51s, PEO Ships Says 
(DEFENSE DAILY 05 JUN 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

The Navy will not have a final configuration for the next version of the Arleigh Burke -class (DDG-51) destroyers until a new 
integrated air and ballistic missile defense radar that is currently being competed with industry has been selected, the admiral in charge 
of the program said recently. 

 
26. Navy, Marines Bet Big On Carrier For Troubled Stealth Jets 
(WIRED 04 JUN 12) ... David Axe 

The U.S. Navy just dropped another $2.4 billion on a class of new light aircraft carriers specifically designed to carry the U.S. 
Marines’ F-35B stealth jump jet. Just one small problem: the F-35B is still plagued by design problems — and there’s no guarantee if 
or when they’ll be resolved. 

 
27. Former CNO, DepSecDef Fight To Stop Cuts To Navy's Humanitarian Mission 
(AOL DEFENSE 04 JUN 12) ... Sydney J. Freedberg Jr. 

WASHINGTON -- Disaster relief, medical assistance, and other humanitarian missions can provide a low-cost way for the 
military to build U.S. influence in Asia and elsewhere, a key part of the administration's new national security strategy, but this "soft 
power" approach is complicated both by civilian aid groups' suspicion of the military and by looming budget cuts. 

 
28. Navy Awards Raytheon $58 Million For Phalanx, SeaRAM Work 
(DEFENSE DAILY 05 JUN 12) 

The Navy has awarded Raytheon a contract totaling $57.8 million to overhaul and upgrade nine Phalanx Close-In Weapon 
Systems and manufacture two SeaRAM anti-ship missile defense systems, the company said in a statement. 
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BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
29. Battle Of Midway Remembered 70 Years Later 
(PACIFIC NEWS CENTER (GUAM) 05 JUN 12) ... Josh Tyquiengco 

GUAM -- Joint Region Marianas commemorated the 70th anniversary of the Battle of Midway at the War in the Pacific National 
Historical Park in Asan Beach today [Tuesday]. 

 
30. Sailors Of All Ages Celebrate Battle Of Midway 
(KITSAP SUN (WA) 04 JUN 12) ... Ed Friedrich 

BREMERTON — World War II veterans joined young Sailors in tossing a wreath into Sinclair Inlet on Monday to commemorate 
70 years since the Navy's momentum-changing victory at the Battle of Midway. 

 
31. Navy Honors Legacy Of Midway 
(NEWPORT NEWS DAILY PRESS 04 JUN 12) ... Hugh Lessig 

NORFOLK — The Navy on Monday marked the 70th anniversary of the Battle of Midway with four ceremonies, emphasizing 
the strong ties between Hampton Roads and one of World War II's most pivotal battles. 

 
32. Mayport Marks 70th Anniversary Of Battle Of Midway 
The ceremony observes the 70th anniversary of naval battle that changed the course of World War II. 
(FLORIDA TIMES-UNION 05 JUN 12) ... William Browning 

The Navy took time Monday at Mayport Naval Station to mark the 70th anniversary of the Battle of Midway, which turned the 
tide of World War II and is now seen as the most important sea battle of the 20th century. 

 
33. Midway Museum Hosts 1 Million Visitors In 12-Month Period 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 04 JUN 12) ... Nathan Max 

The USS Midway Museum has hosted more than 1 million visitors over a 12-month period for the first time in its eight-year 
existence, a museum spokesman reported Monday. 

 
34. A ‘Crown Jewel’ Of Historic Ships 
Battleship Iowa will open as a museum next month at the Port of Los Angeles 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 04 JUN 12) ... Nathan Max 

The “Battleship of Presidents” has arrived in Southern California. 
 

35. Yorktown Celebrates War Of 1812 Bicentennial, OpSail 2012 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 04 JUN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Indra Bosko, Navy Public Affairs Support Element, 
Norfolk 

YORKTOWN, Va. -- Military members from the Hampton Roads area commemorated the War of 1812 Bicentennial and OpSail 
2012 Virginia at Yorktown Maritime Weekend June 1-3. 

 
36. Fleet Week To Feature Disaster Relief Exercise 
(NAVY TIMES 04 JUN 12) ... Gidget Fuentes 

For the third consecutive year, San Francisco Fleet Week will incorporate a joint humanitarian assistance and disaster relief 
exercise, this year using a devastating earthquake as the backdrop for training. 

 
37. Northwest Divers Assist Students In STEM Challenge 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 04 JUN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist Seaman Chris Brown, Navy Public Affairs Support Element 
West, Det. Northwest 

BREMERTON, Wash. -- Volunteers from Naval Undersea Warfare Center and Navy divers from commands around Naval Base 
Kitsap helped facilitate a Remotely Operated Vehicle (ROV) competition for Kitsap-area students at Olympic High School Aquatics 
Facility in Bremerton, Wash., June 2. 

 
38. Navy Opportunity Forum Promotes Small Business Energy Innovation 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 04 JUN 12) ... Katherine H. Crawford, Office of Naval Research 

ARLINGTON, Va. -- The Office of Naval Research is promoting the latest energy-efficient technologies and meeting potential 
partners at the energy-focused 2012 Navy Opportunity Forum, June 4-6 in Arlington. 
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39. New Options Are Offered For Navy Headquarters Site 
Davis’ alternative included in House bill; business leaders worried 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 04 JUN 12) ... Roger Showley 

SAN DIEGO — The Navy’s waterfront location downtown, a presence going back 90 years, may be in flux. 
 

40. Clean The Bay Day Brings Volunteers To Dam Neck Beach 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 04 JUN 12) ... Cathy Heimer, Naval Air Station Oceana Public Affairs 

VIRGINIA BEACH, Va. -- Armed with oversized orange garbage bags and rubber gloves, nearly 150 volunteers cleaned up the 
Dam Neck Annex beach June 2. 

 
41. Naval Station Norfolk Hosts Breezy Point Triathlon 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 04 JUN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Josue L. Escobosa, Navy Public Affairs Support 
Element, Norfolk 

NORFOLK, Va. -- More than 600 athletes participated in the 21st annual Breezy Point Triathlon hosted on Naval Station Norfolk 
(NSN), June 3. 

 
42. New Defense Chief Calls Current Futenma Relocation Plan "Best" Option 
(KYODO NEWS 05 JUN 12) 

TOKYO -- Satoshi Morimoto, Japan's first nonparliamentarian defense minister, said Monday he will stick to the government's 
current plan on relocating a key U.S. base within Okinawa Prefecture, calling it the "best" option. 

 

NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
43. Marine Chief Tackles Lapses 
Amos will address 'troubling' conduct 
(USA TODAY 05 JUN 12) ... Jim Michaels 

The head of the Marine Corps is embarking on a worldwide visit of bases to remind his leaders of the kind of conduct he expects 
following "troubling" lapses in the storied discipline of his fighting force. 

 
44. Elite Military Forces Are Denied In Bid For Expansion 
(NEW YORK TIMES 05 JUN 12) ... Eric Schmitt 

WASHINGTON — In late April, the military’s Special Operations Command presented the State Department and Congress with 
an urgent request for new authority to train and equip security forces in places like Yemen and Kenya. 

 
45. U.S. Navy Surgeon General Heralds Scientific Collaboration At Brain Mapping World Congress 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 04 JUN 12) ... U.S. Navy Bureau of Medicine and Surgery Public Affairs 

TORONTO, Canada -- The U.S. Navy's surgeon general and chief of the Bureau of Medicine and Surgery discussed 
advancements in battlefield casualty care and their contribution to the global body of medical knowledge at the 9th Annual World 
Congress of the Society of Brain Mapping and Therapeutics (SBMT) June 2. 

 
46. Multiple Amputations From IEDs Increase 
Fear rises with every step, hurt Marine says 
(USA TODAY 05 JUN 12) ... Gregg Zoroya 

BETHESDA, Md. -- American troops are suffering more extensive physical damage -- measured in lost arms and legs -- to buried 
explosives in Afghanistan than ever before, according to data collected by the Army Surgeon General's office. 

 

OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
47. Is America Pivoting To Asia Fast Enough? 
Defense Secretary Panetta has put some muscle behind the Obama administration's Pacific ambitions. But 
will a few more ships really be enough to stare down China? 
(FOREIGN POLICY 04 JUN 12) ... James Holmes 

Over the weekend, U.S. Secretary of Defense Leon Panetta delivered his first keynote address at the Shangri-La Dialogue in 
Singapore, an annual convention that hosts top defense officials from Asia-Pacific nations. 
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48. Still LOST At Sea 
Reagan wouldn't sign the Law of the Sea Treaty. What was bad for the U.S. then is bad now. 
(LOS ANGELES TIMES 05 JUN 12) ... Edwin Meese III 

President Reagan so strongly opposed the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea that he didn't just not sign the treaty. 
He very publicly refused to sign it. He also dismissed the State Department staff that helped negotiate it. And in case anyone didn't get 
the message, he sent special envoy Donald Rumsfeld on a globe-trotting mission to explain his opposition and urge other nations to 
follow suit. 

 
49. Common Sense Lost At Sea 
Ratification of treaty would put U.S. offshore assets up for grabs 
(WASHINGTON TIMES 04 JUN 12) ... Frank J. Gaffney Jr. 

In recent days, top U.S. Cabinet officers have traveled around the world on high-profile diplomatic missions. Ironically, in the 
process of Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton’s visit to the Arctic Circle and Defense Secretary Leon E. Panetta’s travels in 
Asia, they both undercut the case for the U.N. Law of the Sea Treaty - one they had made jointly in testimony before the Senate 
Foreign Relations Committee. 

 

BBLLOOGGSS::  
50. EXCERPTS FROM BLOGS AROUND THE WORLD 
(PUBLISHED 01 – 04 JUN 12) 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. CNO Honors 70th Anniversary Of The Battle Of Midway 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 04 JUN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Alexandra Snyder, Defense Media Activity - 
Pentagon Bureau 

WASHINGTON -- Chief of Naval Operations Adm. 
Jonathan Greenert delivered remarks at a wreath-laying 
ceremony commemorating the 70th anniversary of the Battle 
of Midway, June 4. 

During the service, which was held at the Navy Memorial 
in Washington, D.C., Greenert thanked the veterans who 
served seven decades ago during the Battle of Midway, the 
decisive naval battle that was the turning point in the Pacific 
Theatre of World War II (WWII). 

"I'd like to say thank you to the many veterans who 
served, not only in World War II, but in Midway," said 
Greenert. "It's because of you that we exist today as the 
greatest navy in the world. I'd also like to thank our Sailors 
who are out there getting the job done, day in and day out." 

Greenert also spoke about the determination, bravery and 
continuing legacy of the Sailors who fought in the Battle of 
Midway. 

"These were common people doing uncommon things, we 
talk about them as the world's greatest generation and they 
really were," he said. "The Battle of Midway was the turning 
point on the war in the Pacific. It absolutely stopped the 
momentum of the enemy in the Pacific, and it established the 
United States Navy as the preeminent force in the world, and 
we have never looked back." 

Henry "Hank" Kudzik travelled from Pennsylvania to be 
at the ceremony. He served aboard USS Nautilus (SS-168) 
when it was bombarded with depth charges during the Battle 
of Midway. 

"When they drop the charges, they try and have them 
explode below or next to you, because the explosion will go 
the path of least resistance, which is up because the pressure is 
lower," said Kudzik. "The Nautilus, she was an old submarine, 
built in 1930. I really didn't think we'd survive the first round, 
but we did, and she held up long enough to make fourteen 
more trips... I'm lucky to be here." 

During the ceremony, Greenert encouraged present-day 
Sailors to maintain the success of the fleet through the 
example of Midway veterans, like Kudzik. 

"Today we have Sailors who are also common people 
doing uncommon things," said Greenert. "They're adapting, 
just like the Sailors in the Battle of Midway and WWII in 
general. These were confident and proficient Sailors in WWII 
and our Sailors today understand how important it is to train, 
how important technology is and how important understanding 
our heritage is." 

Similar wreath-laying ceremonies to commemorate the 
battle took place on ships and bases across the fleet. 

Return to Index 
 

2. MCPON Joins 'Old Ironsides' For Battle Of Midway Commemoration Cruise 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 04 JUN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Thomas L. Rosprim, Office of the Master Chief 
Petty Officer of the Navy 

CHARLESTOWN, Mass. -- Master Chief Petty Officer of 
the Navy (MCPON) got underway aboard USS Constitution in 
Boston Harbor June 4, joining the ship's Sailors to 
commemorate the 70th anniversary of the Battle of Midway. 

Despite the rain and wind, "Old Ironsides" departed the 
pier shortly following morning Colors. 

"Underway the only way," said MCPON (SS/SW) Rick 
D. West. "It is great to be underway with Constitution 
commemorating the Battle of Midway. Both Constitution and 
the Battle of Midway proved pivotal in laying the foundation 
for generations of Sailors. It was a privilege to watch this 
motivated team in action today, and to remember all the 
Sailors who have given so much over to the years to keep our 
nation free." 

Secretary for Massachusetts Department of Veterans' 
Services, Coleman Nee, joined USS Constitution 
Commanding Officer Commander Matthew J. Bonner, to toss 
a commemorative wreath into the water. 

"We commemorate events such as Midway not just to 
celebrate the victories, but more importantly to remember the 
people who fought the battles," said Bonner. "Today we 
remember those who answered the call 70 years ago and 
helped preserve freedom and democracy in the face of tyranny 
and fascism." 

The Battle of Midway took place June 4-7, 1942, and 
concluded with the defeat of an Imperial Japanese Navy 

carrier task force. The Japanese lost four carriers, a heavy 
cruiser and 256 planes during the three-day battle. 

MCPON concluded his visit by attending the reenlistment 
ceremony of Culinary Specialist 2nd Class Travis Mobley, 
who has been stationed aboard Constitution for the past two 
years. 

"It's pretty amazing to be on board a piece of history, and 
to be reenlisted on this day is a great honor," said Mobley. "If 
you love what you do, and I love cooking, then there is 
nothing stopping you. That means six more years for me." 

USS Constitution Underway, Honoring Battle of 
Midway, Wounded Warriors 

(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 04 JUN 12) Seaman Michael 
Achterling, USS Constitution Public Affairs 

USS Constitution got underway for the first time in 2012 
from her berth in Charlestown, Mass., June 4. 

The annual underway honored the 70th anniversary of the 
Battle of Midway and approximately 50 members of the 
Wounded Warrior Project. 

"I cannot think of a better way to start our 2012 underway 
than honoring those who have been wounded in service to our 
country, and at the same time, remembering one of the key 
battles in our Navy's history, Midway," said Cmdr. Matt 
Bonner, Constitution's 72nd commanding officer. "That battle, 
much like the ones fought by Constitution a century earlier, 
helped define us as a Navy and a nation." 
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The ship got underway shortly after 9 a.m. Sailors then 
offered tours of the ship's history to Wounded Warriors and 
more than 200 guests also in attendance. 

Master Chief Petty Officer of the Navy (MCPON) Rick 
West got underway aboard Constitution for the first time in his 
career. 

"Underway is the only way, as it's great to be underway 
with Constitution commemorating the Battle of Midway," said 
West. "Both Constitution and the Battle of Midway proved 
pivotal in laying the foundation for generations to come." 

Next, Massachusetts Secretary of Veterans Services 
Coleman Nee and Bonner commemorated the Battle of 
Midway by tossing a wreath in the ocean. 

Finally, Constitution performed a 17-gun salute to the city 
of Boston near Coast Guard Station Boston, which used to be 
the Edmund Hartt Shipyard where Constitution was 
constructed and launched in 1797. She returned pier-side 
around 11 a.m. 

"I'm very grateful that the Constitution is reaching out to 
our wounded veterans," said Wanda Taylor, member of the 
Wounded Warrior Project. Taylor served on active duty in the 
Navy from 1983 to 1993. "Being able to bring my 14-year-old 

daughter aboard was an experience neither her nor I will ever 
forget." 

The mission of the Wounded Warrior Project is to raise 
and enlist the public's help for the needs of injured service 
members, to assist injured service member's aid for each other, 
and to provide direct programs and services to meet the needs 
of the injured service members. 

"Paying tribute to the members of the Wounded Warrior 
Project and honoring the anniversary of the Battle of Midway 
made this underway extremely memorable for me," said 
Aircrew Survival Equipmentman 1st Class (SW/AW) Jason 
Keith, Constitution's leading petty officer for coordinating this 
underway. "As Constitution Sailors, we take pride in our ship, 
and we take pride in the underways. It is a very special 
experience for all of us." 

Constitution is scheduled to get underway six times in 
2012, a year in which Constitution is celebrating the 
bicentennial of the War of 1812. Her crew is also planning to 
commemorate the bicentennial through public demonstrations 
and educational activities at eight Navy weeks across the U.S. 
in 2012. 

Return to Index 
 

3. Battle Of Midway 70th Anniversary Commemorated At Midway Atoll 
(U.S. PACIFIC FLEET 05 JUN 12) ... Ms. Joan Jewett, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class 
Daniel Barker, Navy Public Affairs Support Element West, Detachment Hawaii 

MIDWAY ATOLL - Two veterans of the historic Battle 
of Midway returned to the battle site June 4 to observe the 
70th anniversary of the fierce conflict credited with changing 
the course of World War II in the Pacific. 

Col. John F. Miniclier and Sgt. Ed Fox were among the 
Marines who laid their lives on the line against the Japanese 
attack, triumphing against all odds during the three-day assault 
in which the Americans were outnumbered and outgunned. 

As former Secretary of Defense James Schlessinger once 
said of Midway, "The victory occurred despite the inferiority 
of our aircraft, the ineffectiveness of our torpedoes, the 
substantial absence of backup surface ships and our overall 
numerical inferiority." 

The two veterans were among the approximately 150 
people who attended the anniversary event Monday at what is 
now the Midway Atoll National Wildlife Refuge. Admiral 
Cecil D. Haney, Commander of the U.S. Pacific Fleet, and 
Robyn Thorson, Director of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service's Pacific Region, addressed the crowd of veterans and 
their families, military history enthusiasts and the people who 
work on Midway. 

"This morning as we pay tribute to the greatest 
generation, we pray that this time of memorial rightly 
distinguished their honorable service and their courageous 
sacrifice," said Haney. "We think about the thousands of 
young men who over the course of a few short hours paid the 
ultimate sacrifice." 

The commemoration was sponsored by the U.S. Navy and 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, which has operated the 
national wildlife refuge since taking responsibility for 
Midway's wildlife in 1988. 

The Battle of Midway is considered the crucial turning 
point in the Pacific War. The Japanese lost all four aircraft 
carriers they had at Midway, preventing their naval forces 

from being an offensive force; while the U.S. lost only one 
aircraft carrier of the three they had there, largely due to the 
success of U.S. Naval intelligence to decode Japanese 
messages. 

Thanks to more than two decades of restoration work, 
Regional Director Thorson said, Midway now hosts the 
world's largest colony of Laysan albatross and habitat for 18 
other species of nesting seabirds, threatened green turtles and 
endangered Hawaiian monk seals. Laysan ducks and Bonin 
petrels, once driven to near-extinction, now thrive on Midway. 

"This place that was once in the vortex of the long and 
violent struggle of men longing to be free is now eternally 
preserved as a place of tranquility, of natural beauty and 
abundant life," Thorson said. 

Col. Miniclier, who was a 20-year old Private 1st Class at 
the time of the battle, recalled how he was stationed atop a 30-
foot searchlight control tower where he could see U.S. planes 
take off for battle and he could count the incoming enemy 
planes. He watched as a U.S. plane was shot down and its pilot 
bailed out and deployed his parachute, only to be gunned by 
Japanese planes as he fell. "I watched that poor guy die," said 
Miniclier. "I made up my mind I was going to make it." 

Sgt. Fox, also age 20 and a Private 1st Class at the time of 
the battle, was stationed in a machine gun bunker in the far 
corner of the island. He later went on to serve in the invasion 
of Iwo Jima following his service on Midway. 

Returning to Midway 70 years later "is one of the greatest 
gifts one could offer a veteran," Fox said. "To be able to go 
back and peruse through one's indelible history is just one 
wonderful surprise gift." 

Following the anniversary ceremony, Miniclier and Fox 
cut the ribbon together on a new exhibit in the refuge's visitor 
center memorializing the famous battle. 



 9

Haney joined Sailors and American World War II 
veterans for a small boat Floral Tribute as they released leis 
and flower petals in a ceremonial tribute to those who lost 
their lives seventy years ago. 

The group then toured the wildlife refuge to experience 
firsthand how the former battle site had evolved into a world-
class habitat for millions of birds and other species. 

"As we gaze out over the multitude of wildlife reclaiming 
this place that once belonged solely to them, we see the legacy 

of life and freedom these brave soldiers fought for," Thorson 
said. "As these birds soar above us, they carry on their wings 
our hope that Midway will forever be a place of peace." 

While the focus of Midway is now on wildlife, the lessons 
from this famous battle are still being told. 

"Although 70 years ago, given this battles significance, 
historians are still writing about it, military planners are still 
studying it, and we cherish the opportunity to commemorate 
it," said Haney. 

Return to Index 
 

4. 21st Century Sailor & Marine #TweetAbout 
(YOUTUBE 04 JUN 12) ... U.S. Navy 

Assistant Secretary of the Navy, Juan Garcia, invites you 
to join him Thursday, June 7, at 4 p.m. Eastern Standard Time 
for a #TweetAbout on 21st Century Sailor and Marine 
initiative. 

Mr. Garcia looks forward to your questions, thoughts, 
concerns and suggestions. 

The 21st Century Sailor and Marine initiative 
consolidates a set of objectives and policies, new and existing, 
to maximize Sailor and Marine personal readiness, build 
resiliency and hone the most combat-effective force in the 
history of the Department of the Navy. 

View Clip (RT: 0:32) 
Return to Index 
 

5. Can Character Be Taught? Navy Finding Out 
Officials say only partly due to bad behavior in 2010, 2011 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 04 JUN 12) ... Jeanette Steele 

Can you teach someone to have character and integrity? 
The Navy is giving it a try with a new mandatory training 
course for its aircraft units. 

Naval officials say the move is only partly in response to 
a bumper crop of ill-behaved leaders in 2010 and 2011, when 
the Navy saw a spike in commanding officers being removed 
from their jobs for cause. 

Others see a more direct connection. 
Most of those firings came for personal failings, such as 

fraternization, rather than professional errors, such as running 
a ship aground. 

The misbehavior of U.S. military members has taken on 
greater seriousness in the age of social media, when almost 
everyone carries a cellphone camera and any snapshot can go 
global. 

“A military leader’s personal environment has become 
more dangerous than their operational one over the last few 
years,” said Hamlin Tallent, the retired rear admiral whose 
San Diego company developed the training for the Navy’s air 
forces command at North Island Naval Air Station. 

“No commanding officer of the sea service has been 
killed in any combat operation within the last 40 years, but 
more than 20 were relieved of their duties in 2011 due to 
personal conduct,” said Tallent, vice president at Sentek 
Global. “We also lost more senior enlisted personnel last year 
alone due to firings than were killed in the line of duty in 
nearly the last half century.” 

The training consists of a daylong seminar that includes 
case studies of Sailors and officers gone wrong and 
intervention strategies. Topics covered are fraternization, 
alcohol abuse, violence, cheating on tests, hazing, fraud, 
falsifying administrative records, designer drug use and 
fraudulent marriage. 

The Navy spent $350,000 to develop the course, plus 
$250,000 out of its 2012 budget for reservist hours and travel 
costs. Reservists who have previously held command 
positions are conducting the initial seminars. 

Vice Adm. Al Myers, head of all Navy air forces, said he 
is proud of the effort, which started at his behest. 

“When we have an aviation mishap, we apply a very 
direct approach to recreate the decision chain that led to the 
mishap in order to share the lessons learned,” he said. “So why 
not use this same approach to personal behaviors?” 

They started in late March with commanding and 
executive officers and top enlisted Sailors at air stations from 
Coronado to Whidbey Island, Wash., to Jacksonville, Fla. The 
rest of naval aviation — right down to the newest airman — is 
expected to receive the training starting this summer. 

It’s not clear yet if this character curriculum will spread 
throughout the Navy, which is fond of training programs. 

Already, Sailors sit through presentations on how to 
prevent sexual harassment, alcohol problems and unsafe 
driving. And, officers and enlisted Sailors in line for top 
positions take courses on character and integrity at the 
Command Leadership School in Newport, R.I. 

Sentek Global is pitching the character program to other 
Navy commands and branches of the U.S. military. Law 
enforcement agencies at the state and federal level are another 
potential market. 

There are no other takers yet, but a Sentek spokesman 
said the catalyst for these discussions has been recent high-
profile gaffes. 

One obvious one is the Secret Service Colombia 
prostitution scandal in April, which ensnared 12 military 
members, including two Sailors and two Marines from San 
Diego commands. 

A recent speech by Secretary of Defense Leon Panetta 
shows that the topic is on his mind, as well, following widely 
publicized episodes in Afghanistan. They include images of 
Marines urinating on Afghan insurgents’ corpses and photos 
showing U.S. soldiers posing with Afghan police holding the 
severed legs of a suicide bomber. 

“A few who lack judgment, lack professionalism, lack 
leadership can hurt all of us, and can hurt all of those men and 
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women who serve this country with distinction,” Panetta said 
in a May 4 speech at Fort Benning, Ga. 

Response to the Navy’s character training has been 
blistering in some circles, such as military bloggers. 

James Ware, who commanded a Whidbey Island EA-6B 
Prowler squadron from 2009 to 2010, chimed in on a well-
read blog called Cdr. Salamander, asking, “Why does Navy 
leadership think that character and integrity can be taught by 
PowerPoint, when as any parent knows, it is formed through 
years of engaged parenting and by example?” 

Ethicists say you certainly can’t teach character in one 
day. But Saba Bazargan, a University of California San Diego 
philosophy professor, said it sounds like the Navy’s goal is 
less lofty. 

“This is no criticism of this seminar,” he said. “The 
purpose seems to be straightforward, to motivate compliance 
with the codes of conduct by demonstrating to aviators what 
can happen when the codes are breached.” 

Retired Army Col. George Reed, now a professor at 
University of San Diego’s School of Leadership and 
Education Sciences, said character is a shaky premise. 

“We want to believe in character. But you can take 
extraordinarily good people and put them in bad situations and 
guess what they will do? (Bad things.) That has been repeated 
in experiment after experiment.” Reed said. 

But, he said the Navy appears to be doing a positive thing 
by reinforcing expectations about what acceptable behavior is. 

“Failure stories are important. We should learn from the 
failures of others,” he said. 

The Navy wouldn’t allow reporters to observe the initial 
training sessions held at North Island. Officials said media 
presence would disrupt the small groups. 

But they made the trainers available for interviews. 
Reservist Capt. Mike Crane, who once commanded a 

F/A-18 squadron, said in some groups there was resistance to 
the discussion. 

But he also saw what he described as light bulbs going off 
above the heads of some squadron skippers during the back-
and-forth of the seminar. 

“You have a C.O. who is like, ‘Every once in awhile, 
shouldn’t I be able to really have a nice time out and maybe 
have a couple extra (drinks), as long as I have a designated 
driver?’” he said. 

“And someone says, ‘Well, you are in command all the 
time. What happens if your boss calls you? Now are you glad 
you had that extra beer or two?’ ” 

Crane said, “To see guys potentially change and adjust, I 
think there’s value there.” 
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6. #SAAM: 'No Zebras' Fleetwide Summer Tour Raises Sexual Assault Awareness 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 04 JUN 12) ... Lt. Lauryn Dempsey, Department of the Navy Sexual Assault Prevention and Response Office 
Public Affairs 

GUANTANAMO BAY, Cuba -- The Department of the 
Navy Sexual Assault Prevention and Response Office is 
teaming up with Central Michigan University this summer to 
raise sexual assault awareness in the Navy and Marine Corps, 
Navy officials reminded the fleet June 4. 

The university's 'No Zebras, No Excuses' production, a 
performance aimed at challenging sexual assault myths and 
stereotypes, will perform at bases throughout the fleet. 

"We all have the responsibility to protect each other from 
sexual assault-it's part of our core values of honor, courage 
and commitment," said Jill Loftus, director of the department 
of the Navy's sexual assault prevention and response office. 

This show helps audiences recognize behavior that leads 
to sexual assault, how to interpret what they're seeing and then 
how to take purposeful action, said Loftus. 

In addition to the performance, command leadership 
training will be conducted by Loftus and Steve Thompson, 
creator and facilitator of the 'No Zebras' performance. The 
training is geared at teaching leaders the realities of sexual 
assault by challenging the myths and social norms that 
surround the crime. 

"Steve Thompson has extensive experience working with 
civilian sexual assault cases, which gives him unique and 
credible insights into the circumstances of the crime," said 
Loftus. 

The fleetwide summer tour began in Camp Lejuene, N.C. 
and Norfolk, Va. mid-May and saw more than 3,500 Sailors 
and Marines in attendance. 

"For us to be given the privilege to educate and to help 
create a safer environment for those who give so much of 
themselves to make us safe is truly an honor," said Thompson. 

Loftus, Thompson and the 'No Zebras' performers are 
currently in Guantanamo Bay, Cuba for two performances. 
Other stops along the tour include Groton, Conn. with Master 
Chief Petty Officer of the Navy Rick West, June 14-15; 
Kaneohe and Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, June 18-21; Yokosuka, 
Japan, June 16-17; Okinawa, Japan, June 19-20; Great Lakes, 
Ill., July 31-Aug. 4; Port Hueneme, Calif., Aug. 9; Point 
Mugu, Calif., Aug. 10; San Diego, Aug. 13-14; on board USS 
Boxer (LHD 4), Aug. 15; and Camp Pendleton, Calif., Aug. 
16-17. 

"Our hope for Sailors and Marines following the show is 
that they come away with a renewed sense of personal 
responsibility for combating sexual assault, for protecting each 
other and for being mindful of our own actions," said Loftus. 

Sexual Assault Prevention and Response is an important 
element of the readiness area of the 21st Century Sailor and 
Marine initiative which consolidates a set of objectives and 
policies, new and existing, to maximize Sailor and Marine 
personal readiness, build resiliency and hone the most combat-
effective force in the history of the Navy and Marine Corps. 
The Department of the Navy is working to aggressively to 
prevent sexual assaults, to support sexual assault victims, and 
to hold offenders accountable. 

Help raise awareness by joining the conversation on 
social media using #SAAM. 

Return to Index 
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CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
7. Pentagon Chief Heads To India Amid U.S. Focus On Asia 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 05 JUN 12) ... Dan De Luce 

NEW DELHI — U.S. Defense Secretary Leon Panetta 
arrived in India on Tuesday for talks focusing on 
Washington's strategic shift towards Asia, as the United States 
eyes New Delhi as a potentially pivotal partner. 

Security ties with India have steadily improved in recent 
years but U.S. officials have yet to realise the goal of a game-
changing alliance that could check China's role and empower 
the two countries' economies, analysts say. 

During his two-day visit, Panetta is expected to discuss 
expanding defence ties, the NATO war effort in Afghanistan 
and China's increasing economic and military power in the 
region, U.S. officials said. 

Panetta is due to meet Prime Minister Manmohan Singh 
and National Security Adviser Shiv Shankar Menon on 
Tuesday afternoon, before giving a policy speech on 
Wednesday, officials said. 

In President Barack Obama's new strategy blueprint 
unveiled in January, India is the only country mentioned by 
name as a vital partner. 

U.S. officials say the two countries share democratic 
traditions and similar concerns about China's stance as well as 
the threat posed by Islamic extremists in South Asia. 

"Strategically, we see India as a partner with a lot of 
common interests," a senior defence official said on condition 
of anonymity. 

But both countries have been disappointed about a lack of 
progress on defence trade and other fronts. 

Although U.S. arms sales to New Delhi have dramatically 
expanded over the past decade, India in 2011 rejected bids by 
U.S. contractors for a $12 billion fighter jet contract. France's 
Dassault is now in exclusive talks for the deal. 

India, for its part, has expressed irritation over U.S. export 
restrictions that prevent it from gaining access to some high-
tech U.S. weaponry. 

On the war in Afghanistan, India worries that the 
departure of most U.S. and NATO forces by the end of 2014 
could empower Islamic extremists. 

Last week, India called for greater coordination with the 
United States on Afghanistan. 

Although India favours improving military relations with 
the United States, New Delhi has opted to place limits on the 
arrangement, giving it room to manoeuvre, analysts said. 

"India is unwilling to tightly align with U.S. objectives, 
and it is presently mired in political sclerosis and an economic 
slowdown," said Patrick Cronin, senior adviser for the Center 
for a New American Security, a Washington-based think-tank. 

The U.S.-India security relationship has generated 
increased cooperation between the two countries' navies, as 
well as more intelligence sharing. 

"Naval cooperation (with the United States) is one of the 
chief tangible benefits, and the number of bilateral and 
trilateral exercises with India remain at a record high," Cronin 
told AFP. 

The India trip, part of a nine-day tour of Asia, follows 
stops in Vietnam and Singapore in which Panetta signalled 
U.S. plans to bolster its naval presence in the face of a more 
assertive China. 

In Vietnam, Panetta became the first Pentagon chief to set 
foot in Cam Ranh Bay, a major port and airfield for U.S. 
forces during the Vietnam War. 

Standing on the deck of a U.S. naval supply ship 
undergoing repairs at Cam Ranh, Panetta described the deep-
water harbour as a strategically valuable port that could 
support the U.S. military's focus on the Pacific. 
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8. Shh, 13 U.S. Amphibious Tanks Just Landed At Situbondo. What's Going On?" 
U.S., Indonesian Navies Carry Out Simulated Tank Assault in Joint Exercise 
(JAKARTA REPUBLIKA (INDONESIA) 04 JUN 12) ... Endah Hapsar 

Republika.co.id, Situbondo -- Thirteen amphibious tanks, 
or "amphibious assault vehicles" (AAV), owned by the U.S. 
Navy landed at Banongan Beach, Situbondo, East Java, on 
Monday, 4 June 2012, at 10:00 am local time. The landing of 
the 13 amphibious tanks marked the beginning of a joint 
military exercise under the code name "CARAT" carried out 
by the U.S. Navy and the TNI (Indonesian National Armed 
Forces) Navy. 

"Our challenge was just to synchronize the launch of the 
tanks into the sea with the time of their landing in order to 
start the exercise at Banongan Beach, said Deck Chief 
Boatswain's Mate Buc (Sw) Ian Thrasher. 

After exiting from the "mouth" of the USS 
GermantownLSD-42, the 13 amphibious tanks met up with 
four assault Panzers BTR-50 of the TNI Navy that exited from 
the "mouth" of the KRI Banda Aceh 593 to move together in 
an "assault" on Banongan, which according to the simulation 
was being held by "enemies." In the exercise scenario, with 
the simulation of the attack on the enemy, the U.S. and 

Indonesian troops were to receive helicopter support from the 
USS Germantown on Monday afternoon. 

Separately, the commander of the CARAT 2012 special 
unit from the United States, Capt. David A. Welch, stressed 
that he was pleased with the collaboration between the United 
States and Indonesia in the CARAT 2012 joint exercise. "I am 
pleased, because the preparations on land and sea were very 
satisfactory, especially since we have cooperated with 
Indonesia now for 18 years, both in western and eastern 
Indonesian waters," he said. 

Asked about the choice of Banongan for the exercises, he 
admitted that this was due to a recommendation from the 
Indonesian government, although Banongan itself has long 
been used as a venue for exercises between the Indonesian and 
U.S. navies. "From here we will be going to carry out similar 
joint exercises in Malaysia. There, too, joint exercises have 
been carried out routinely in different regions, such as Lumut 
(a Malaysian Navy base) and Kuantan," he said, accompanied 
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by Ensign Jason Tross and Indonesian Navy media 
spokesperson Lt. H. I. Yaman. 

In CARAT 2012, three U.S. ships and three Indonesian 
ships traveled from Surabaya to Banongan crossing the Jawa 
Strait for a day and a night starting on Sunday, 3 June, 7:48 
a.m., and finally landed at Pantai Banongan on Monday, 4 

June, at 7:10 a.m. local time. During the journey, the position 
of the ships when they departed had the USS Vandegrift in the 
front line, followed by KRI Sultan Iskandar Muda - 367, U.S. 
Coast Guard Cutter Waesche, KRI Silas Papare - 384, KRI 
Banda Aceh - 593, and USS Germantown bringing up the rear. 
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9. BALTOPS Kicks Off 40th Year 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 04 JUN 12) ... Lt. Cmdr. Candice Tresch, Expeditionary Strike Group 2 Public Affairs 

USS NORMANDY, Gdynia, Poland -- Maritime forces 
from 12 countries are participating in the 40th annual 
multinational naval exercise in the Baltic Sea, June 1-16. 

The Baltic Operations (BALTOPS) exercise is the largest, 
multinational maritime exercise taking place in the region this 
year and is designed to promote regional cooperation and 
foster multinational interoperability to train for joint combat of 
regional and transnational threats. 

The event officially began today during the pre-sail 
opening ceremony at the Polish Naval Academy, where 
military leaders from participating countries and NATO 
gathered to meet and discuss desired outcomes for the event. 

"BALTOPS has one common goal - to improve maritime 
security in the Baltic Sea through increased interoperability 
and collaboration among regional allies," said Vice Adm. 
Frank C. Pandolfe, commander, U.S. 6th Fleet, and 
commander, Striking and Support Forces NATO. 

"As in past years, our Sailors and Marines will be 
working side-by-side with their colleagues from partner 
nations, both on land and at sea, becoming familiar with each 
other's military operating procedures and practices. That 
partnership - that collaboration - leads to increased 
understanding and increased interoperability." 

The exercise emphasizes the role of naval forces in 
maintaining regional stability and improving interoperability 
among participating forces by providing joint training to build 
experience, cooperation, and teamwork. 

"BALTOPS provides an invaluable opportunity for our 
forces to train jointly in a challenging and real-world 
environment to best position us to quickly and effectively 
respond to real-world situations," said Rear Adm. Ann C. 
Phillips, commander, Expeditionary Strike Group 2. "Through 
combined exercises, we are able to enhance our effectiveness 
by blending varied experiences and perspectives." 

Nations participating in BALTOPS 2012 include 
Denmark, Estonia, France, Georgia, Germany, Latvia, 
Lithuania, the Netherlands, Poland, Russia, Sweden and the 
United States. 

Scheduled exercise events range in scope to meet the 
challenges of today's global environment. Operations include 
mine clearance, anti-submarine warfare, surface-to-air 
defense, counterpiracy, small-boat attack and other maritime 
security tasks. 

In total, 27 ships, approximately 30 aircraft and 1,500 
Sailors and Marines are expected to participate. 
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10. Kiwis In World's Largest Naval Exercise 
(TV3 NEWS (NEW ZEALAND) 05 JUN 12) ... Elizabeth Puranam 

The HMNZS Te Kaha has set sail for Hawaii to take part 
in the world's largest naval warfare exercise. 

It's the first time the United States has invited New 
Zealand to be a part of the training since the two countries fell 
out over our anti-nuclear policy in 1984. 

Kelly Aspin won't be able to hold her son Kaya for four 
months after today’s farewell from New Zealand. 

“Pretty sad to leave him,” she says. “It's going to be hard, 
but I'm looking forward to the trip.” 

Joining her on the trip is a crew of 350 members from the 
Navy and Air Force. 

New Zealand last took part in exercise Rim of the Pacific, 
or RimPac, 28 years ago. That's when America kicked New 
Zealand out of the ANZUS Alliance. 

“Obviously we've been working with the U.S. forces on 
an operational basis throughout that period on and off,” says 
Commander Jon Beadsmoore. “But now we're getting back to 
a solid working relationship with them, from a training 
perspective as well.” 

New Zealand will be grouped with the United States, 
Chile, Japan and South Korea and will practise hunting down 
other ships as well as anti-submarine and anti-air warfare. 

RimPac will be conducted near Honolulu from June 29 
until July 3. It's the biggest naval exercise in the world. It 
involves 22 countries, more than 200 aircraft, 42 ships, six 
submarines and 25,000 personnel. 

After RimPac, the HMNZS Te Kaha will be working with 
the Australian and Japanese navies around the Pacific before 
returning home. 
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11. Brazilian Sub To Dock At Norfolk Naval Station 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 04 JUN 12) ... Kate Wiltrout 

NORFOLK -- The Brazilian submarine Tikuna will arrive 
at Norfolk Naval Station on Thursday, but not as part of 
OpSail festivities. 

The Navy announced Monday that the Tikuna, a diesel-
electric submarine with a crew of 43, will spend 11 days in 

Norfolk as part of a routine deployment to the East Coast. It’s 
the fourth Brazilian submarine visit here in recent years, part 
of a bilateral initiative between the U.S. and Brazilian 
submarine forces. 
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The Tikuna will participate in fleet antisubmarine warfare exercises during the three months it plans to be in the region. 
Return to Index 
 

12. 2 Workers Taken To Hospital In Hazmat Incident At Naval Research Lab 
(WUSA CBS WASHINGTON (DC) 04 JUN 12) 

Dick Thompson, Director of Public Affairs with the 
Naval Research Lab says that at about 7:20 a.m., Monday, a 
possible hazardous chemical spill was found at the Center for 
Biomolecular Science and Engineering, which is a laboratory 
on the grounds of the Naval Research Laboratory in Southeast 
DC. 

Thompson said the Naval District of Washington Police 
and fire departments were alerted that a container with an 
unidentified liquid in a refrigeration unit had started leaking 

and some of the chemical that was in the refrigeration unit had 
started to pool on the floor. 

The building was safely evacuated, Thompson says, and 
two employees were transported to George Washington 
University Hospital as a precaution after they started 
complaining of minor respiratory irritation. 

A safety perimeter has established around the building 
while hazardous chemical crews continue to work to identify 
the substance so that it can be properly neutralized and 
disposed. 
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GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
13. DoD Looks To Foreign Allies For Help Passing Law Of The Sea Treaty 
(THE HILL 04 JUN 12) ... Carlo Munoz 

The Defense Department is looking for a little help from 
its friends overseas as the Pentagon and White House try to 
break Senate opposition to an international treaty on maritime 
law. 

Meeting with the defense chiefs of several Asian powers 
during the Shangri-La defense talks over the weekend, 
Defense Secretary Leon Panetta took the opportunity to 
continue his push for Senate ratification of the controversial 
Law of the Sea treaty. 

“The United States believes it is critical for regional 
institutions to develop mutually agreed rules of the road that 
protect the rights of all nations to free and open access to the 
seas,” Panetta told Asian defense leaders during the high-level 
security conference on Saturday. 

Ratification of the international pact, which would create 
de facto rules for the Pacific waterways, would fall “in line 
with these rules and international order that is necessary” to 
maintain peace in the Pacific, according to Panetta. 

Panetta’s remarks were specifically geared toward 
generating support for the treaty among regional allies in the 
Pacific, according to Patrick Cronin, an expert in Asian-
Pacific security issues at the Center for a New American 
Security. 

“The real audience is Asia,” Cronin said, adding that 
securing support for the pact is an integral part of the White 
House’s national-security strategy for the Pacific. 

“Capitol Hill will [continue to] veer between those 
overselling the benefits of [the treaty] and those unduly 
vilifying it,” Cronin said. 

But convincing American allies in the region to adopt the 
pact could give the Pentagon the leverage it needs to push 
ratification through the Senate. 

Administration officials have long tied treaty ratification 
to maintaining stability in the Pacific, but if the White House 
can get the weight of America’s Pacific partners behind the 
administration’s push for ratification, that could be enough to 
get a deal done in the Senate. 

Top lawmakers, like Sen. John McCain (R-Ariz.), among 
others, have come out in support of the treaty, claiming it 

could be a much-needed check on an increasingly aggressive 
Chinese military in areas like the South China Sea. 

A bloc of Senate Republicans opposing the treaty, led by 
Sens. Jon Kyl (Ariz.) and James Inhofe (Okla.), are also 
digging in, preparing to block any effort by the administration 
to lock in a ratification deal. 

Those lawmakers claim the pact does nothing to 
guarantee regional security along the waterways in the Pacific. 

The White House would also effectively tie the hands of 
the U.S. Navy to conduct operations in the region, since those 
missions would have to be reviewed and approved by treaty 
members, opponents claim. 

“The few areas that make the Defense Department feel 
better in regards to maritime disputes are far outweighed by 
the negative implications to U.S. sovereignty,” Inhofe 
spokesman Jared Young told The Hill on Monday. “The treaty 
does not keep [China] in check. U.S. naval might does.” 

Kyl suggested on Monday that Congress could enact a 
statute that takes certain parts of the treaty and codifies them 
as U.S. law, allowing the Senate to abandon ratification 
altogether. 

“A statute, in effect, can separate the wheat from the 
chaff,” he said during a speech at the conservative American 
Enterprise Institute. “The United States [can then] contribute 
to the clarification of customary international law, by 
contributing its practices and legal opinions on the law of the 
sea.” 

But Panetta argued the United States and its regional 
partners, China in particular, “have a critical role to play in 
advancing security and prosperity by respecting the rules-
based order” established under the treaty. 

“If both of us abide by international rules and 
international order, if both of us can work together to promote 
peace and prosperity and resolve disputes in this region, then 
both of us will benefit from that,” according to the Pentagon 
chief. 

“And it isn’t just military … it’s the ability to share in a 
number of areas that will determine the future of our 
relationship,” Panetta said. 

Return to Index 
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14. China State Papers Warn U.S. Strategy Risks Rifts 
(REUTERS 04 JUN 12) ... Chris Buckley 

BEIJING - China's top newspapers warned on Tuesday 
that the United States' plans to bolster its naval presence in the 
Asia-Pacific region threaten to widen rifts between the two big 
powers. 

The warnings came in the People's Daily - the main 
newspaper of China's ruling Communist Party - and Liberation 
Army Daily - the main paper of the nation's military, and 
amplified milder comments from the Foreign Ministry on 
Monday. 

U.S. Defense Secretary Leon Panetta said on Saturday 
that the Pentagon will reposition its naval forces so that 60 
percent of its battleships are in the Asia-Pacific region by the 
end of the decade, up from about 50 percent now. 

Echoing reassurances from other Obama administration 
officials, Panetta said the plan was not aimed at containing 
China, whose fast-modernizing navy has kindled worries 
among neighbors. But the People's Daily did not buy that. 

"Opinion across the Asia-Pacific generally does not 
believe that the United States' strategy of returning to the 
Asia-Pacific is not aimed at China; it's there plain for all to 
see," said a commentary in the paper, which reflects currents 
of official thinking in Beijing. 

"The United States verbally denies it is containing China's 
rise, but while establishing a new security array across the 
Asia-Pacific, it has invariably made China its target," it said. 

"This strategy is riven with contradictions and 
undoubtedly will magnify the complexities of Asia-Pacific 
security arrangements, and could even create schisms." 

The People's Daily commentary was blunter than the 
Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesman Liu Weimin, who 
responded to Panetta's announcement by saying China hopes 

the United States will respect its regional interests, and by 
calling the Pentagon's steps "out of keeping with the times." 

Beijing appears keen to avoid outright confrontation with 
the U.S., but the comments in state newspapers reflected 
persistent worries among many in China that Washington is 
bent on frustrating its emergence as a major power. 

"After this new (U.S.) military deployment and 
adjustment is completed, the intensity of U.S. meddling in 
Asia-Pacific affairs will surely increase," the Liberation Army 
Daily quoted a People's Liberation Army researcher as saying. 

"This trend will increase people's fears about the United 
States using its military dominance to interfere in the 
sovereignty of the region's countries," said the researcher, Han 
Xudong, a professor at China's National Defence University. 

China is focused on ensuring stable conditions for a 
Communist Party leadership transition later this year that will 
see the appointment of a new president to succeed Hu Jintao. 

Still, Beijing and Washington have repeatedly been in 
dispute over U.S. arms sales to Taiwan, which China sees as 
an illegitimate breakaway from its control; and the South 
China Sea, where China confronts a mosaic of disputes over 
islands and seas also claimed by southeast Asian nations. 

The U.S. has backed a multilateral approach to solving 
those territorial disputes, which Beijing has rejected as 
meddling. 

The United States' approach to China was riven with 
contradictions, said the People's Daily commentary. 

"Lack of consistency in words and actions is a sign of 
weakness, lack of confidence and even self-deception," the 
paper said of U.S. policy. 
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15. NATO 'Smart Defense' Favors European Vendors 
(BLOOMBERG GOVERNMENT 04 JUN 12) ... Kevin Brancato 

NATO’s austerity-driven plans to buy more shared 
weapons may not aid U.S.-based defense companies facing a 
shrinking U.S. defense budget. 

Under the “smart defense” strategy, small groups of 
member nations would develop and buy major weapons for all 
of NATO, sharing costs as well as specialized technologies. 
The move would help replace capabilities that would be lost as 
the U.S. pivots toward Asia. 

NATO doesn’t set defense policy or regulate the defense 
industry, yet its plan indicates that member countries are likely 
to further pool and synchronize resources. 

The plan was first outlined on Feb. 4, 2011, by NATO 
Secretary General Anders Fogh Rasmussen. He reaffirmed it 
at a May 2012 summit in Chicago, where representatives 
agreed to a list of more than 20 smart-defense initiatives. 

That full list of projects has not been released. A May 
2012 fact sheet says that under smart defense, NATO nations 
would jointly operate maritime patrol aircraft and share bombs 
after a common interface is developed.NATO members also 
would better link their surveillance aircraft sensor networks, 
and jointly buy bomb-clearing robots. The plan would enhance 
cooperation on logistics, equipment maintenance, medical 
treatment, and training, according to the fact sheet. 

“All these projects are relatively simple,” said General 
Stéphane Abrial, NATO’s head of transformation, at a May 7 
press conference in Norfolk, Virginia. He said NATO has 
about 200 ideas for smart defense. The initiatives chosen were 
the quickest to implement and had a nation willing to take the 
lead. 

Given the small size of defense procurements by 
European NATO members, and their rules favoring domestic 
defense companies, U.S.-based companies probably will see 
little benefit from the smart-defense strategy. 

While the 28-member NATO alliance has spent about $1 
trillion on defense every year since 2008, European and 
Canadian defense markets are small compared with the U.S. 
market. In fiscal 2010, when the Pentagon spent about $190 
billion on equipment development and procurement, the rest 
of NATO spent less than one-third of that, or about $59 
billion. 

NATO’s choices will be influenced by the European 
Union’s pooling and sharing policy. For example, the 
Netherlands, France and Germany are leading the 
development of in-flight refueling aircraft for the EU, which 
includes 22 NATO members. The effort will not be duplicated 
by a NATO initiative. 
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As of 2010, EU countries bought about 25 percent of their 
€44.1 billion, or $36 billion, in defense equipment from 
foreign companies. 

Last year, the EU implemented its “Defense Package,” 
which streamlined complicated export and import licenses for 
defense products. The policy gives Europe-based companies a 
competitive advantage in some cases, according to a 
Bloomberg Government Study published last June. The EU 
also tried to make it harder for its member nations to prevent 
other EU countries’ companies from bidding on their defense 
projects. 

That doesn’t mean EU defense markets are now open and 
transparent. Only a few tenders a day are placed on the 
European Defense Agency’s contract opportunities website. 
Poland, Norway, and the Netherlands have been the most 
frequent users of the online bulletin board since the beginning 
of 2012. 

Some key NATO assets are produced by U.S. companies. 
For example, NATO has owned and operated its own fleet of 
E-3 aircraft, which act like flying radar stations, for 30 years. 
Chicago-based Boeing made and upgrades the E-3 jets. 

The latest example is the 20-year-old Alliance Ground 
Surveillance program. At the Chicago summit in May, 
Northrop Grumman Corp. signed a $1.7 billion deal with 

NATO to supply five Global Hawk drones. Thirteen NATO 
countries, including the U.S., jointly bought the unmanned 
aircraft. Northrop, based in Falls Church, Virginia, will supply 
them, while European companies will make the ground 
stations and provide support. 

U.S. Leads NATO In Defense Purchases 
Excluding the U.S., members of the North Atlantic Treaty 

Organization spent $59.2 billion on defense equipment in 
fiscal 2010. That's roughly a third of the Pentagon's $190 
billion in procurement. 

2010 defense equipment spending by 28 NATO 
member nations 

 $190.2 billion -- U.S. 

 $51 billion -- 22 EU members (Iceland, a NATO 
member, has no standing army and no military 
expenditure. It uses its coast guard to meet sea-based 
military requirements.) 

 $8.2 billion -- 5 other non-EU members (Includes 
Albania, Canada, Croatia, Norway and Turkey) 

Total: $249.3 billion (numbers may not add due to 
rounding) 
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16. An Austere Landscape 
Militaries Struggle To Protect Capabilities, Rethink Strategies 
(DEFENSE NEWS 04 JUN 12) ... Tom Kington and Pierre Tran 

ROME and PARIS — NATO leaders came together last 
month in Chicago to relaunch the perennial European plan for 
joint procurement under a new catchphrase, “Smart Defense.” 

The long held, and frequently ignored, ambition nursed by 
European nations to buy the same products to save money and 
enhance interoperability — particularly in the fractured land 
sector — has taken on fresh urgency as defense budgets slide 
across the continent and generals hint they are one step away 
from disbanding their armies. 

Budgets have been hardest hit in the so-called Club Med 
countries in southern Europe, where public debt has soared the 
highest, starting with Greece, where the Eurozone crisis was 
sparked. 

With overall spending in Greece down 40 percent from 
2008, procurement has dropped from 2.6 billion euros ($3.2 
billion) to 700 million euros in 2012, and generals there want 
to increase conscription to save wages. 

Despite an Army requirement for new armored infantry 
fighting vehicles, the decision to acquire 420 BMP-3s from 
the Russian Federation is now frozen. The Army is meanwhile 
mulling a U.S. offer of 400 used M1A1 Abrams main battle 
tanks, and has acquired about 700 tracked armored M113 
vehicles free from U.S. Army stocks. 

Discussions also are underway with the U.S. for an initial 
order of 10 UH-60L Black Hawk helicopters, possibly under a 
leasing agreement, down from the Army’s requirement of 40. 

“The Army’s requirement is much higher, but the 
required in-country training, maintenance and support 
infrastructure might prove a difficult financial obstacle to 
overcome,” said Periklis Zorzovilis, president of the Athens-
based Institute for Security and Defense Analysis. 

 

Portugal 
At the other end of the continent, Portugal has cut military 

personnel by 10 percent and slashed procurement by 40 
percent in 2012, in return for a 78 billion euro bailout package 
from the EU, European Central Bank and International 
Monetary Fund. 

“It will be very hard for the armed forces to organize 
themselves on such a low budget,” a parliamentary defense 
official said. 

This will cause Lisbon to reduce an order for 262 Pandur 
armored vehicles from Austria, and either postpone or cancel 
delivery of Portugal’s first 10 NH90 Army utility helicopters. 

Two or three of the Navy’s 10 corvettes, some of which 
are more than 40 years old, are non-operational because of 
maintenance problems, while the Air Force is struggling to 
pay for flying hours. 

Spain 
In neighboring Spain, where the collapse of a property 

boom was particularly painful, the military has spent the past 
decade leaning on the Ministry of Industry to finance 
procurement loans for programs such as Tiger attack 
helicopters, NH90s, Leopard tanks and infantry vehicles. 

“The problem is that thanks to budget constraints, the 
ministry can no longer pay, and there will be 26 billion euros 
in loans to pay back in the next [few] years,” said Enrique 
Navarro, a Spanish defense consultant. 

Only 400 million euros has been budgeted in 2012 for 
acquisitions, while an outlay of 600 million euros is required 
for ongoing programs, he said. Compared with overall 
government spending reductions, the 400 million euros is 
generous, he added. 
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“The government is asking for delays in payments on 
deliveries and could seek to cut programs where deliveries 
have not started, like the A400M [cargo plane] or 
submarines,” he said. “There is nothing for new programs, and 
resources for maintenance and training are very limited after 
budgets dropped 50 percent percent in four years.” 

Italy 
Faced with a 28 percent cut in defense spending in 2012 

and 3 billion euros in total to be trimmed from budgets 
between now and 2014, the Italian military is planning to cut 
manpower by 33,000, meaning two Army brigades will go. 

Artillery and tanks have been targeted, although Italy’s 
Iveco, teamed with Oto Melara, did sign a 46 million euro 
contract in December for a preseries delivery of an upgraded 
version of its Centauro wheeled tank, with 74 examples on the 
Army’s wish list. 

The Italian Army chief, Gen. Claudio Graziano, also told 
a parliamentary defense commission on May 22 he would like 
to replace the Army’s aging Mangusta attack helicopters with 
48 newer versions, which have been sold to Turkey. 

France 
In France, a big question will be whether the Army’s 

Scorpion modernization program will remain intact. It is 
highly likely that parts of the program will be delayed and the 
balance of vehicle models will be reshuffled, given expected 
military cuts as the French government seeks to balance the 
public budget by 2017. 

A planned modernization of the Leclerc heavy tank will 
likely fall by the wayside, an industry executive said. 

A new light tank, the engin blindé de reconnaissance et 
combat, will probably be postponed, and a multirole armored 
vehicle, vehicule blindé multirole (VBMR), will likely be 
heavily reduced from the Army’s target of 2,300 units. 

The VBMR is intended to replace the workhorse véhicule 
avant blindé troop carrier, of which the average age is about 
40 years. But its planned in-service date will likely slip from 
2016 to 2017 or 2018. The VBMR tender had been due in 
2011, but will be further delayed as the country’s new defense 
minister settles in and reviews the big-ticket programs. 

France’s 2012 headline equipment budget rose by 3 
percent to 16.5 billion euros from 16 billion euros in the 
previous year, which includes maintenance and infrastructure. 
Some 10 billion euros have been earmarked for equipment 
procurement. 

But with the arrival of the new administration, the budget 
is expected to be cut to help reduce the government’s deficit. 

Germany 
Germany is set to reduce military manpower by 40,000 

and cut its spending from the current 31.9 billion euros to 30.4 
billion in 2015. That means the German Army will lose some 
heavy equipment. The existing Leopard 2 main battle tanks 
will be reduced from 350 to 225, and Panzerhaubitze 2000 
armored self-propelled guns from 148 to 81. 

The military will buy 350 new Puma infantry fighting 
vehicles instead of 410, while the number of Tiger attack 
helicopters will be cut by half to 40. 

“In scenarios of a low or medium intensity, the German 
Army will keep its capabilities,” said defense expert Jürgen 
Schnell at the Bundeswehr University Munich. “However, it 
will lose capabilities for high-intensity scenarios like Iraq.” 

 

Nordic Nations 
Farther north, Norway is bucking the trend with a plan to 

increase defense spending by 7 percent annually between 2013 
and 2016 to reach $7.9 billion, needed to cover F-35 Joint 
Strike Fighter purchases and to upgrade air bases in Orland 
and Evenes. Naval and rapid-mobilization land force 
capabilities also will be strengthened in the High North. 

By contrast, Sweden’s military has been instructed to find 
$300 million in new savings over the next two years, meaning 
fewer exercises, sailing and flying hours, although a $37.4 
million increase pushed spending this year to $6.82 billion, 
mainly to cover the purchase of tactical helicopters and the 
Archer mobile artillery project. About $200 million in funding 
saved after a pullout from Afghanistan will be used for core 
Army operations after 2014. 

The Netherlands’ defense budget declined from 8.5 
billion euros in 2008 to 7.8 billion euros this year, with losses 
to capabilities and programs. 

Ireland, a defense minnow and one of the victims of the 
euro crisis, has witnessed a fall in military spending from 
888.1 million euros in 2008 to 687.9 million, with 
procurement amounting to just 29.4 million euros this year. 

The United Kingdom 
Britain’s defense budget woes have been well 

documented. A 7.5 percent reduction in the 34 billion pound 
($53 billion) annual budget over four years through 2015, and 
the removal of a 38 billion pound black hole in unfunded 
programs out to 2020, have required a string of cuts to 
capabilities, projects and personnel ahead of Defence 
Secretary Philip Hammond’s announcement last month that 
the Ministry of Defence had finally balanced the budget. 

The British Army’s two biggest programs, Lockheed 
Martin’s 1 billion-pound upgrade of the Warrior infantry 
fighting vehicle and General Dynamics’ development of a new 
family of medium-weight scout and other vehicles, escaped 
the ax when Hammond rolled out the MoD’s spending plans 
for the next 10 years. 

The downside is that the fielding of the scout program 
could be delayed by up to five years from the original date of 
2015. 

Defense officials in London said the armored fighting 
vehicle budget for the period would run to 5.5 billion pounds, 
including the Warrior program. 

The upgrade of a custom-made fleet of vehicle types 
purchased as urgent operational requirements for Afghanistan, 
and now under consideration for inclusion in the Army’s core 
equipment fleet, as well as the life extension of the Challenger 
tank fleet savaged by the 2010 strategic defense and security 
review, number among likely spending programs for the 
Army. 

For the big five European military states — Britain, 
France, Germany, Italy and Spain — dipping spending will 
force some companies out of land systems, said Robbin Laird 
of consulting firm ICSA, based in Paris and Washington. 

“Apart from economic constraints, companies should 
consider the needs of the future land systems market in the 
post-Afghanistan world,” he added. 

Laird said the four indicators for success in that market 
are operational modularity, meaning equipment that can be 
used by an air-ground task force in a “mix and match” 
approach; the ability of the platform to be upgraded, as the 
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development of communications gear and electronics are 
moving fast; the ability to leverage advances in science and 

technology into the equipment; and the ability to export and 
partner. 
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17. Roboships Are Coming; Unmanned Patrol Boats On Navy's Radar: MacKay 
(CANADIAN PRESS 04 JUN 12) ... Mike Blanchfield and Murray Brewster 

OTTAWA - No hands on deck required. 
The Royal Canadian Navy is exploring options for 

unmanned ships, something Defence Minister Peter MacKay 
says could appear in the not-too-distant future. 

The unmanned surface vehicles, or USVs, are the naval 
equivalent of unmanned aerial vehicles, the remote-control 
drones that are fast becoming the weapon choice for the 
Obama administration in the growing number of recent 
targeted killings of al-Qaida terrorists. 

The technology for USVs is in its infancy compared with 
the aerial drones, but MacKay told The Canadian Press they 
could have a role to play in "near future" of the Canadian 
navy. 

"We're surrounded by water," MacKay said. "Unmanned 
vessels, like unmanned aerial vehicles, give us reach and 
capability without the same risk. It allows you to keep harm at 
a distance. So there's a lot of interest… But it's new 
technology." 

As part of a broader research and development initiative 
by the Atlantic Canada Opportunities Agency, MacKay 
recently announced a $3-million grant to Rolls Royce to help 
support research into USVs in his home province of Nova 
Scotia. 

"In short, the project will develop technology for 
automatically conducting refuelling and launch-recovery 
missions at sea for unmanned surface vehicles," said a May 23 
ACOA statement announcing the initiative. 

The commander of the navy says integrating USVs into 
the future fleet plan is already under consideration, 
particularly when it comes time to replace the current frigates 
late in the next decade. 

"Any technologies, as they emerge, I'm keen to see how 
we can exploit them to make us better," Vice-Admiral Paul 
Maddison said in a recent interview with The Canadian Press. 

How the introduction of roboships would affect plans to 
replace the manned fleet, as laid out under the Conservative 
government's much-hyped shipbuilding strategy, is unclear. 

The navy is already testing remote technology, with 
small, unmanned aerial vehicles called Scan Eagles flying 
from navy frigates on a trial basis. 

Over the last couple of years, navy coastal patrol ships 
have used underwater robots to hunt mines in conjunction with 
the American naval and coast guard exercises. 

The devices plunge to the bottom of the ocean and scour 
for explosives. 

"We certainly see it as a useful tool," said Maddison. 
But Maddison is excited that unmanned technology has a 

potential for growth "not only undersea but on the surface as 
well." 

The use of underwater robots tethered to a mother ship 
has been common for a couple of decades. But the expansion 
of pilotless aerial technology has allowed military planners to 
consider adapting it to surface ships. 

The Israeli Navy currently leads the way in the use of 
naval drones. 

But earlier this spring, U.S. defence contractor Textron 
Systems demonstrated a remotely operated patrol craft that 
could, in the company's words, "keep the dull, dirty and 
dangerous jobs away from our personnel." 

Operated through a satellite link, the ships look like an 
armoured pleasure boat on steroids. They carry a suite of 
sensors and like their aerial cousins have the potential of 
providing real-time video feeds. 

The U.S. Navy is considering how to adopt the 
technology, but has underlined that unmanned surface ships 
would not be armed, at least at first. Other navies, notably 
Singapore, have chosen to arm their small fleets in order to 
protect larger, manned vessels in closed-in waters such as the 
Persian Gulf. 

Preservation of life is one aspect for all-volunteer fleets, 
such as Canada's, which have recruiting troubles. 

The navy has struggled to keep its ships crewed. Between 
2006 and 2010, the fleet was at times short as many as 276 
qualified sailors. 

The ongoing struggle to fill billets is one of the reasons 
naval planners are considering the idea of crewing new Arctic 
Offshore Patrol Ships with reservists, just as they do with the 
existing coastal defence and minesweeping vessels. 
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18. Nigerian Navy Commissions First Locally Built Warship NNS Andoni 
(DEFENCE WEB 04 JUN 12) 

Nigeria’s President Goodluck Jonathan has commissioned 
the NNS Andoni, Nigeria’s first locally built warship, and laid 
the keel for a second Seaward Defence Boat, which will be 
commissioned next year. 

The commissioning ceremony was held at the Nigerian 
Naval Dockyard in Lagos on Friday and formed part of the 
week-long 56th anniversary celebrations of the navy. Jonathan 
said that the locally built vessel was a sign of the improvement 
of Nigeria’s armed forces. “This is the beginning of 
transformation and I believe that in another 10-15 years, we 

will be thinking of starting a project of taking Nigeria to the 
air. We have just started and we will continue,” he said. 

“With the current repositioning of the country…already, a 
number of things are now being fabricated locally. I was in 
Lagos recently to inaugurate one of such; equipment for 
drilling and marine are currently being built locally. This is the 
beginning of transformation. There cannot be transformation 
without a technological revolution in the nation; this is the 
beginning.” 

Chief of Naval Staff, Vice-Admiral Ola Ibrahim, said the 
construction of the NNS Andoni (P100) was a landmark event 
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for the Nigerian Navy and a contribution to Jonathan’s 
transformation agenda. “It is a testimony to our commitment 
to local content regime. We will not disappointment the 
nation,” he was quoted by Nigeria’s Punch as saying. 

Ibrahim added that the vessel was built to International 
Maritime Organisation (IMO) standards and would be used to 
enhance security on Nigeria’s waterways. 

The governor of Lagos State, Babatunde Fashola, said 
that the NNS Andoni was a sign that the Nigerian Navy was 
improving is operational readiness and becoming more 
professional, reports Nigeria’s Vanguard. 

The 31 metre long Seaward Defence Boat had its keel laid 
at the Naval Dockyard in December 2007, with full 
construction beginning in January the following year, 
according to Nigerian media. Between January 2008 and April 
2009 the superstructure and shell were completed, but 
construction was delayed due to funding issues until Ibrahim 
approved extra funding. It appears the NNS Andoni is armed 
with a 20 mm cannon, possibly the Suncraft Ralco. 

The vessel was conceived as a research and development 
project by Vice Admiral GTA Adekeye and Rear Admiral GJ 
Jonah, who were at the time Chief of Naval Staff and Chief of 
Naval Engineering respectively. 

Jonathan also laid the keel of another Seaward Defence 
Boat, which will be commissioned in the next 18 months, 
according to Ibrahim. The Nigerian Navy is expected to 
receive nearly two dozen new acquisitions under this year’s 
defence budget. 

Jonathan recently approved the purchase of two new 1 
800 t Offshore Patrol Vessels (OPVs) for the Nigerian Navy, 
which will use them mainly for maritime surveillance, patrol 
and response tasks. Other roles of the vessels would be 
protection of offshore assets, Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) 
patrol and surveillance, search and rescue and oil spill control. 

The contract for the two OPVs was signed on April 18 
this year, with China Shipbuilding and Offshore International 
Limited, the trade arm of China Shipbuilding Industry 
Corporation (CSIC). The first will be built in China while 

around 70% of the second one will be built in Nigeria in order 
to enhance local capability through technology transfer. They 
will be delivered in around three years time. 

The OPVs will be 95 metres long, with a draft of 3.5 
metres. They will be powered by two MTU 20V 4000M diesel 
engines, giving a speed of 21 knots per hour, and will be 
armed with one 76 mm and two 30 mm guns. Crew 
complement will be 70 sailors and endurance 20 days. They 
will be able to carry and support a helicopter off a rear deck. 

The 2012 Defence Budget Proposal makes provision for 
three Shaldag Mk III fast patrol craft, three 24 metre coastal 
patrol craft and six 17 metre Manta Mk II ASD littoral 
interceptors (total cost N2.2 billion/US$13.7 million). In 
addition, the purchase of helicopter and ship spares will 
amount to N1.04 billion (US$6.5 million), according to 
Budget Office documents. 

The FY2011 defence budget approved the acquisition of 
two offshore patrol vessels, the refurbishment of six coastal 
patrol craft by TP Marine and the delivery of nine Manta Mk 
II ASD craft. 

French shipbuilder OCEA is building the three 24 metre 
coastal patrol craft and commenced sea trials of the first vessel 
on March 13. Delivery is expected this month. 

The Suncraft Group is expected to construct the six Manta 
Mk II ASD vessels, bringing the total ordered over the last 
several years to 21. The Manta Mk II first entered service with 
the Nigerian Navy in 2008. 

Nigeria’s Navy is seeking government approval to acquire 
up to 49 ships and 42 helicopters over the next ten years to 
police the nation’s territorial waterways and Gulf of Guinea, 
according to Chief of Naval Staff, Vice Admiral Ishaya 
Ibrahim. 

The Nigerian Navy has been allocated N69 billion 
(US$433 million) under this year’s budget while the Army has 
been allocated N122 billion (US$766 million), and the Air 
Force N64 billion (US$402 million), reports the Nigerian 
Budget Office. The navy has about 7 000 personnel. 
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PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
19. Prepare Now For Hurricane Season 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 04 JUN 12) ... April Phillips, Naval Safety Center Public Affairs 

NORFOLK, Va. -- June marks the start of the Atlantic 
hurricane season and the time to prepare is now, before the 
season heats up, according to the commander of the Naval 
Safety Center. 

Rear Adm. Brian C. Prindle, commander, Naval Safety 
Center, says preparations should include the whole family 
during the hurricane season, which continues through the end 
of November. 

"While the forecast calls for a relatively light hurricane 
season, it only takes one storm making landfall on our coast to 
wreak havoc," Prindle said. "The time to prepare for a 
hurricane is now, not the day before a storm hits when store 
shelves are bare and checkout lines are long." 

The National Hurricane Center advises there are two 
stages to hurricane safety. Prepare for a storm well ahead of 
time and then act on those preparations when alerted by 
emergency officials. The preparedness stage starts now with 

having a basic disaster kit on hand, including items such as: 
water, non-perishable food, flashlight and batteries, manual 
can opener and solar cell phone charger 

Once it appears likely that a hurricane landfall is 
imminent, add items such as prescription medications, glasses, 
pet food and extra water, cash or traveler's checks, and 
important family documents. 

"Involve the entire family in disaster plans as well, and 
know where you will all evacuate to should it become 
necessary. A little planning now will ensure the safety of your 
family with fewer headaches later," Prindle said. 

The dangers posed by a hurricane are not just high winds, 
but also heavy rains and flooding and tornados. Tropical storm 
Beryl, which recently made landfall in Jacksonville, Fla., 
proved that even smaller storms can cause problems. It 
weakened to a slow-moving tropical depression soon after 
making landfall, but heavy rainfall caused flash flooding up 
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the eastern seaboard. The storm is blamed for four fatalities, 
with one person still missing. 

For more information about hurricane safety, visit the 
National Hurricane Center at http://www.nhc.noaa.gov/. 
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20. NMCP To Be Initial Site For New Integrated Electronic Health Record 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 04 JUN 12) ... Rebecca A. Perron, Naval Medical Center Portsmouth Public Affairs 

PORTSMOUTH, Va. -- On the heels of the Defense and 
Veterans Affairs departments' announcement that Naval 
Medical Center Portsmouth would be among the first military 
treatment facilities to roll out the Integrated Electronic Health 
Record, the director of the DoD/VA Interagency Program 
Office, visited NMCP June 1. 

It is the next step in making patients' medical records 
accessible electronically anytime, anywhere, so doctors can 
see a patient's complete history at a glance. But first, much 
preparation must be done. 

During the visit focused on the pilot program, Dr. Barclay 
P. Butler met with NMCP's Command Executive Board, 
discussing with the command's leadership the steps necessary 
over the next two years to implement the record, which will be 
accessible by any DoD or VA medical facility. 

"The meeting was the kickoff in terms of opening the 
discussion and us getting engaged and preparing for this," said 
Cmdr. Rick McCarthy, NMCP's chief information officer. 
"The joint DoD/VA initiative is the future for both of the 
organizations, and to be one of the first to be piloting it in 
2014 is a big opportunity for us." 

The record would include health data from what the 
interagency program office is calling service members' "first 
salute to their final honors" and is part of the president's 
Virtual Lifetime Electronic Record initiative. Once completed, 
the DoD/VA iEHR will be the largest integrated network in 
the world, and will combine 254 EHR systems, 153 from the 
VA and 101 from the DoD. 

"The main thrust is the capable continuity of clinical care 
the patient receives, not only when they first raise their hand, 
but throughout their service and when they leave us," Butler 
explained. "This is a way to bring together that single record 
and provide the best care, a value-based proposition that is 
owed to the beneficiary." 

According to Butler, NMCP and other nearby military 
treatment facilities were selected for the pilot program for a 
couple of reasons. 

"This area is one of two sites selected; San Antonio is the 
other," Butler said. "The main reason we picked the area is it 
has a significant Navy concentration and Army, Air Force and 
Veterans Affairs concentration as well. We will be able to 
address all of the stakeholders because they are all represented 
in this area. The Richmond Polytrauma Rehabilitation Center 
is included as well." 

NMCP was also selected because of its ambitious staff 
and clinical capabilities. 

"We've made the right choice because the command 
climate is tremendously forward leaning," Butler said. "The 
staff is engaged and excited, and it's a command that is not 
only capable of a higher degree of clinical capabilities, but is 
technically capable. When we bring those together, we can 
improve patient care." 

The first phase of implementation is to determine the 
infrastructure that must be added to accommodate the new 
clinical capabilities. 

"As soon as we can, we will bring in the clinician-facing 
products and solutions," Butler said. "It's been decided that the 
early users are the laboratory and pharmacy, as well as 
immunizations. This is a uniquely governmental business 
procedure. Over the next two years, we will implement the 
system with a series of releases, ending in all of the clinics 
having access." 

"What this means is that we have to develop a 
comprehensive system," McCarthy said. "They are very much 
focused on this being a product for our staff, particularly our 
clinic staff and providers who provide our health care. This 
means developing it with the clinicians in mind. The clinical 
staff, from the techs to the nurses and the doctors, all of those 
who are the stakeholders, will have a part in its development." 

By testing and implementing the system at the MTFs in 
southeastern Virginia and San Antonio, the agency will have 
time to test it and make adjustments based on experience in 
the field before it is set to go worldwide by 2017. 

"The comprehensive system will be more than just what 
the person sees on the screen, but also the interoperability and 
broad architecture that supports not only the documentation of 
clinical care, but also the analytical capabilities and analysis of 
invaluable information to improve health care versus just 
health care," McCarthy said. 

Patients will benefit because medical staff will be able to 
extract data from the new system to help predict who is at risk 
for developing chronic conditions, such as heart disease or 
diabetes. More population health and more broad spectrum 
analysis will be conducted to pick up on leading indicators and 
provide preventative health care, rather than just being 
reactive. 

"The next step in the process is to engage more with those 
involved with the system and to develop the details that will 
be needed for a successful deployment of the program," 
McCarthy said. "In Dr. Butler's discussion, he said they would 
be drafting soon the schedule and details of what will be done 
at what point to achieve specific milestones." 

At the end of the visit, Butler said that his visits would be 
quarterly in the future, and he stressed the importance of the 
program's success. 

"For the secretaries of both departments, they strongly 
support the efforts," Butler said. "They have developed a 
charter specific to the initial operating capabilities, and are the 
single point of accountability for deploying the Integrated 
Electronic Health Record." 

"This significant enhancement of our DoD/VA health care 
is taking it to the next level," McCarthy added. "The broader 
theme is that we are one half of the pie, but we will serve to 
enhance our ability to provide greater health care to our 
beneficiaries. It's a new beginning." 
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21. Old Prescriptions Could Doom Sailors Under New Drug Policy 
(NAVY TIMES 11 JUN 12) ... Joshua Stewart 

The goal of the Defense Department's new drug testing 
policy is clear: stop troops from misusing prescription meds. 

But there's a gray area when it comes to enforcement, and 
having a doctor's scrip may not be enough to keep you out of 
trouble. 

The policy, outlined in a fleet-wide message, took effect 
May 1 and added benzodiazepines and hydrocodones to the 
list of substances screened in Urinalysis tests. 
Benzodiazepines, such as Ambien, Xanax and Valium, can be 
used to treat insomnia or anxiety. Hydrocodones, such as 
Vicodin, are prescribed to treat coughs and pain. 

Sailors who "pop positive" for any of these drugs but have 
a valid prescription in their medical records won't be punished, 
according to the message, NAVADMIN 130/12. 

The key word is "valid." 
Sailors have to follow the instructions on the bottle to the 

letter. Not doing so could end a career, lawyers say. Sailors 
who are unsure about their prescription should consult their 
primary care manager before taking pills, according to the 
Navy Bureau of Medicine and Surgery. 

"A service member cannot be subjected to discipline for 
use of a controlled prescription medication if taken in 
accordance with the prescriber's instructions and intended 
treatment plan," BUMED spokeswoman Shoshona Pilip-
Florea said. 

Problems can arise, for example, if a Sailor uses pain 
medication long after the initial symptoms were alleviated. 
Say a Sailor has Vicodin prescribed "as needed" for back pain. 
He saves a few pills and takes them when the pain flares up 
again — a few years later. 

If this Sailor gets flagged in a urinalysis test, convincing 
his commander he has a valid prescription could be tough. The 
same goes if a Sailor gets pills for back pain but later uses 
them for another ailment — neck pain, for example. 

BUMED would not speak about specific scenarios 
because each incident is handled on a case-by-case basis, 
Pilip-Florea said. 

BUMED said there are established procedures for 
handling positive urinalysis results. The Sailor's commanding 
officer or a designated person in the chain of command 
investigates how and why the drug was used. The procedure 
includes consulting the Sailor's physician. 

The physician tells the Sailor's chain of command whether 
the medicine was taken in line with the doctor's instructions 
and makes a recommendation. The CO is responsible for 
deciding how to proceed from there, Pilip-Florea said. 

Lawyers who regularly represent service members who 
have been charged with a drug crime said the legality of using 
a prescription medicine long after it was prescribed depends 
on the doctor's instructions. They said Sailors should carefully 
read the label on the medicine bottle; those words could 
determine whether the drug can be taken after it's been sitting 
a while in the medical cabinet. "You would have to follow 
what the doctor's orders are," said Stephen Karns, a former 
Army judge advocate who now defends service members. For 
example, if a prescription says to take a drug twice a day for 
back pain as needed for 10 days, taking any pills on Day 11 or 
afterward is not allowed. 

If the prescription is more open-ended, a Sailor has more 
wiggle room, Karns said, as would a Sailor whose prescription 
didn't mention the specific ailment being treated. 

"If you take drugs outside the prescription, that is abuse of 
drugs, technically," said Bruce White, a retired Marine colonel 
and JAG officer who now defends service members. 

Sailors' primary care managers will be able to clarify 
questionable drug scenarios, BUMED said. Oftentimes they 
can do this over the phone or via email, and a Sailor's 
physician or corpsman can note the advice in medical records. 
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22. Navy Household Goods Goes 'Social' 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 04 JUN 12) ... Naval Supply Systems Command Global Logistics Support 

SAN DIEGO -- NAVSUP Global Logistics Support 
(GLS) Household Goods (HHG) services initiated a social 
media campaign June 4, in effort to make household moves 
easier on families. 

As the peak moving season progresses, HHG is now 
employing the public web, YouTube and Facebook to better 
assist service members and their families with needs 
associated with moving, shipping and storing household 
goods. 

"Our number one goal is easing the whole moving process 
for families moving across the country or around the world," 
said Deborah McGlennon, program manager, Household 
Goods and Global Distance Support Center in San Diego. 
"We're choosing new mediums to reach out, and social media 
will help us reach our audiences with a message that we know 
how hard a move is, and here's how we can be there to help 
you. 

"We believe our web presence, plus YouTube and 
Facebook Fan Page will provide relevant and interesting 
information to Navy service members and civilians initiating a 
household goods move. In addition, the YouTube Channel 

provides customers with instructions to set up their household 
goods move using the Defense Personal Property System 
(DPS)," McGlennon said. 

The idea is to use YouTube as a source for education. 
According to McGlennon, even as the process incorporated 
www.move.mil and the Defense Personal Property System 
(DPS), the process can still be a bit daunting. The YouTube 
and Facebook sites are designed to ease families into the 
move.mil and DPS process. 

"It will be like 'pre-learning' designed to familiarize 
families with how these systems operate and integrate," 
McGlennon said. 

You can now subscribe to the HHG YouTube Channel at 
http://www.youtube.com/user/NavyHHG for tips, updates and 
additional information. Customers can also visit Navy 
Household Goods on its Facebook Fan Page at 
http://www.facebook.com/NAVYHHG. 

The Navy Household Goods webpage at 
https://www.navsup.navy.mil/navsup/ourteam/navsupgls/prod
_serv/household, also provides customers with information on 
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getting started with their move, entitlements and contact 
information. 

"We value your feedback and suggestions on how we can 
further help you to have a successful move," said McGlennon. 

In addition to leaving comments on the social media 
pages, customers can e-mail HHG at 
householdgoods@navy.mil. 
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23. Tens Of Thousands Of Ebooks And Audio Books Available On NKO 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 04 JUN 12) ... Patrick Foughty, Commander, Navy Installations Command Public Affairs 

WASHINGTON -- The Navy General Library Program 
(NGLP), through a near seven-year partnership with 
Overdrive, the largest provider of eBooks and downloadable 
audio books to libraries worldwide, now offers more than 
50,000 titles through Navy Knowledge Online. 

The Overdrive service was introduced on NKO in 
November 2005 when NGLP initiated its first partnership with 
the eBook/audio book provider and has grown exponentially 
ever since. 

"We are constantly adding titles, more copies of titles, 
new content and new services, with a digital library things are 
very dynamic, allowing us to constantly build our collection 
and offer more for our Sailors and their families," said Nellie 
Moffitt, NGLP director. 

Currently the program boasts more than 108,000 copies of 
eBooks and audio books, to include numerous copies of 
professional reading that support the Navy Professional 
Reading Program and even classics and popular titles, like the 
'Lord of the Rings' series and 'The Hunger Games.' 

Customers keep the items from seven to thirty days and 
may have up to ten items checked out at any one time. In 
fiscal year 2011 more than 62,000 items were checked out, 
saving Sailors and their families $2.6 million. 

"This program is a great resource that puts books for all 
ages at your fingertips. I look forward to logging into NKO to 

download the next book onto my kindle or iPad," said Lt. 
Katie Brennan, a Navy pediatric nurse practitioner at Fort 
Belvoir Community Hospital in northern Virginia. 

There are even special services for children. Preschoolers 
can have an eBook read to them on their parent's tablet, laptop 
or PC through the Tumblebooks: eBooks for ekids service. 

"The services for kids are great, I plan on telling parents I 
see about this program because it's so easy, and it's a good 
way to spend time with each other and encourage reading," 
said Brennan. 

"We've come a long way since this partnership began, just 
a few years ago we only had about 8,000 audio books and 400 
eBooks available," added Moffitt. "I'm very happy with where 
we are now and I only expect this program to grow and grow." 

Navy Library patrons may register for these services by 
Logging into NKO at https://wwwa.nko.navy.mil. Click on the 
"Reference" heading in the upper left part of the screen. Then 
click on "e-Library - audio & ebooks." Once on this NKO 
page Sailors and their families can explore the array of e-book 
and audio book services. 

The Navy General Library Program has existed for nearly 
a century and is a service of Commander, Navy Installations 
Command. 
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FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
24. Pingree Views Damaged Sub, Nuclear Area 
Despite evidence of 'quite intense' heat from the fire, she thinks the USS Miami can still be repaired. 
(PORTLAND (ME) PRESS HERALD 05 JUN 12) ... David Hench 

U.S. Rep. Chellie Pingree climbed down into the 
blackened confines of the USS Miami on Monday at the 
Portsmouth Naval Shipyard, taking stock of the damage 
caused by last month's fire on the nuclear submarine. 

"You could see a tremendous number of hanging wires, a 
couple of components where the glass on the front had 
completely melted," she said. "It was clear the heat had been 
quite intense." 

Despite such extensive damage, officials expressed 
optimism that the $900 million submarine will be repaired 
rather than scrapped. 

The water had been removed from the vessel and most of 
the debris had been cleaned up, but the smell of the fire 
lingered Monday, said Pingree, a Democrat who represents 
Maine's 1st Congressional District, which includes the 
shipyard in Kittery. 

The USS Miami was at the shipyard for a 20-month 
overhaul when its interior caught fire on the evening of May 
23. The fire burned for 10 hours, damaging the sub's control 

room, torpedo room and crew quarters. The metal hull trapped 
heat, turning the 360-foot-long vessel into a superheated oven. 

Now, workers are anxious about what the Navy will 
decide to do with the sub. 

"Navy officials at this point tell me it's unlikely the Miami 
will be scrapped, but we won't know for sure until the 
investigation is finished in the next two or three weeks," 
Pingree said in a prepared statement after going inside. "It was 
also great to hear that it's unlikely that the ship would be 
moved to another shipyard for repairs." 

Pingree, a member of the House Armed Services 
Committee, donned a protective white suit and was escorted 
by the shipyard commander, Capt. Bryant Fuller, and USS 
Miami Cmdr. Roger Meyer to the control room. She said it 
appeared badly damaged. 

"Luckily, a lot of the major pieces had been removed" 
before the fire, she said. "Some of the complex equipment had 
been taken off the ship." 
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Pingree later visited the propulsion area, including where 
the nuclear reactor is located, as Navy officials sought to 
assure her that the fire did no damage there, she said. 

The Navy has not reported the cause of the fire and is 
assessing the damage before deciding whether to repair the 
submarine or decommission it, Pingree said. A key question is 
how much the fire damaged the hull's integrity, something 
Navy engineers are testing. 

The military's legal arm, the Judge Advocate General 
Corps, will determine what caused the fire, and a separate 
investigative team is looking at safety procedures. 

The Naval Criminal Investigative Service is checking for 
any criminal conduct. 

"They have a lot of experts looking over the ship right 
now, both to evaluate the damage and the cause of the fire, but 
also looking at potential rebuilding strategies," Pingree said. 

Part of the equation for the Navy is the cost of repairs 
versus the importance of the submarine to the fleet. Pingree 
said Vice Adm. Kevin McCoy, commander of the Naval Sea 
Systems Command, told her last week that the service doesn't 
want to lose the sub because the size of the fleet has 
decreased. 

That's welcome news to the 4,500 civilian employees who 
work to overhaul submarines. Decommissioning the sub 
would involve less work than continuing the overhaul. 

"Our intent is to get that boat back to the fleet intact and 
operational," said Paul O'Connor, president of the Metal 
Trades Council, the union representing many of the shipyard's 

workers. "A lot of the work has already been started up again. 
We're going ahead with the overhaul." 

O'Connor said the workers could take parts from the USS 
Memphis, another Los Angeles-class submarine, which is 
being decommissioned at the shipyard and was one week 
away from being hauled to another yard to be recycled when 
the fire occurred. 

"It is a New England thing," he said of the willingness to 
grab parts off one boat to keep another going. "We have a 
pride and work sense and work ethic." 

The shipyard's work force is ideally suited to repair the 
submarine, McCoy told Pingree on Friday. McCoy was 
commander of the shipyard from 2001 to 2004. 

"He said, without my prompting, that there's a lot of 
ingenious workers with the kind of skills you need when 
you're rebuilding a ship like this, that no longer is being 
constructed," Pingree said. "Some of the parts, you have to 
rebuild." 

If the submarine is decommissioned, there will be work 
similar to that being done on the Memphis, she said. 

McCoy told Pingree that the Navy does not anticipate 
layoffs at the shipyard, she said. There is a shortage of skilled 
workers in the trades needed at the shipyard, and the Navy is 
now bringing people from other parts of the country to fill 
some of those jobs. 

Pingree is married to S. Donald Sussman, majority share 
owner of The Portland Press Herald/Maine Sunday Telegram, 
Kennebec Journal and the Morning Sentinel. 
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25. New Radar First, Then Final Design For Flight III DDG-51s, PEO Ships Says 
(DEFENSE DAILY 05 JUN 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

The Navy will not have a final configuration for the next 
version of the Arleigh Burke -class (DDG-51) destroyers until 
a new integrated air and ballistic missile defense radar that is 
currently being competed with industry has been selected, the 
admiral in charge of the program said recently. 

The Navy expects to decide on the Air Missile Defense 
Radar (AMDR) in fiscal 2013. It will be the most significant 
upgrade on the Flight III version of the ship. Lockheed Marti, 
Raytheon and Boeing are among the firms expected to submit 
final bids and have been working on the program under 
development contract since 2010. The Navy issued a draft 
request for proposals in April. 

Rear Adm. David Lewis, head of the Navy's program 
executive office (PEO) for ships, said he has been working 
through preliminary design changes on the Flight III 
destroyers that will be required to accommodate the new and 
more powerful AMDR, but a final design won't be possible 
until he knows what the winning radar will look like. 

"The key here is: What information do you have and if 
you don't have it when are you going to get it?" Lewis said in 
an interview with Defense Daily last week. "In order to design 
the ship for Flight III I have to know what the radar looks 
like." 

AMDR is to replace the Raytheon-built AN/SPY 1 that 
currently operates on DDG-51s. AMDR is intended to provide 
improved capability while also combining air-theatre defense 
missions with ballistic missile defense (BMD). 

The Navy is seeking congressional approval for up to 10 
Flight IIA DDG-51s under a multi-year contract, but plans to 
shift to the Flight III version around the seventh vessel 
scheduled for construction in 2016--if AMDR is ready. Lewis 
said if the AMDR program runs smoothly, he expects to issue 
an engineering change proposal for the DDG-51s in fiscal 
2013 and settle on a final design by fiscal 2014 or 2015. 

"At that point it will shift from a notional design to an 
actual design and sometime after that (AMDR) selection we 
will have a real radar built by a real company with real 
requirements ... so we can then iterate the design one more 
time," Lewis said. 

If AMDR were to hit a snag, the Navy would simply 
proceed with building Flight IIA ships under the proposed 
multi-year and install AN/SPY 1 radars, Lewis said. 

The ongoing design refinements his team has been 
working on for AMDR's power, cooling and space needs have 
been based on information provided by the AMDR program 
under Integrated Warfare Systems (IWS) and through the 
defense contractors, Lewis said. In the meantime, his office 
has designed the Flight III version to the maximum impact 
AMDR could have on the ship "so it won't ever get any worse 
than what we've designed for--it will always get better," he 
said. 

"We have made some very significant progress in 
reducing the impact or mitigating the impact in the ship 
design," he added. 
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26. Navy, Marines Bet Big On Carrier For Troubled Stealth Jets 
(WIRED 04 JUN 12) ... David Axe 

The U.S. Navy just dropped another $2.4 billion on a 
class of new light aircraft carriers specifically designed to 
carry the U.S. Marines’ F-35B stealth jump jet. Just one small 
problem: the F-35B is still plagued by design problems — and 
there’s no guarantee if or when they’ll be resolved. 

The Navy and Marines run the risk of deploying 
miniaturized aircraft carriers without aircraft. And they’re not 
alone. The planeless-carrier problem is afflicting a number of 
Western militaries. 

On Friday the Navy awarded a $2.38 billion contract to 
Huntington Ingalls Industries in Pascagoula, Mississippi, to 
build the future USS Tripoli (LHA-7), the second and last 
vessel of the America class of big-deck amphibious assault 
ships. The future USS America (LHA-6), also under 
construction at Huntington Ingalls, is scheduled to leave the 
builder’s yard in June. “LHA-7 will be a great ship,” Ingalls 
president Irwin Edenzon crowed. 

Technically, the America class are amphibious assault 
ships meant to carry Marines and their equipment on 
dangerous beach assault missions, while also launching planes 
and copters from topside flight decks. But unlike many of the 
Navy’s roughly 30 assault ships, America and Tripoli don’t 
have a floodable well deck for launching landing craft, 
swimming vehicles and gun-armed riverboats. Instead, the two 
new ships have extra aviation facilities including an extended 
hangar deck plus additional storage for missiles, bombs and jet 
fuel. In other words, the America class is optimized for the 
aerial aspect of assault missions. 

The idea behind the America class is to take advantage of 
the Marines’ growing arsenal of high-tech aircraft, including 
the MV-22 Osprey tiltrotor and the “fifth-generation” F-35B 
Joint Strike Fighter, the latter built by Lockheed Martin. The 
V-22 and F-35B need more deck space than the old-school 
helicopters and Harrier jump jets they replace. In optimizing 
America and Tripoli for aviation, the Navy and Marines blur 
the distinction between assault ships and the Navy’s 11 full-
size, nuclear-powered aircraft carriers. 

Except, of course, the Navy’s super-carriers are far bigger 
— 100,000 tons displacement versus 45,000 tons for the 
America class. And the America class can sail into shallower 
waters than the super-carriers because the former have flat-

bottom hulls. What the ships have in common is that both will 
carry variants of the F-35. 

The blurring between the big and small carriers is 
deliberate, according to Marine commandant Gen. James 
Amos. “Big-deck [nuclear] carriers … we’ve got 11 of those, 
and we’ve got 11 large-deck amphibious ships,” Amos said 
last year. “And those are the ones that look like a smaller 
carrier; they look exactly like a carrier, only they don’t have 
an [angled] deck.” Amos pointed out that the only U.S. carrier 
operating off the Libyan coast during the NATO attacks in 
early 2011 was an assault ship carrying Harriers. With the 
America-class ships hauling Marine F-35s, in the future the 
Corps will be able to carve out new air-power responsibilities 
once reserved for the Navy alone. 

But that’s assuming the F-35 enters service as planned. 
The trillion-dollar JSF program — history’s biggest weapons 
development — has been beset by delays, cost overruns, 
slipping performance standards and warnings of potential 
production cutbacks. The Marines’ vertical-launching B-
version has been by far the most troubled of the three F-35 
variants. In 2010 then-Defense Secretary Bob Gates placed the 
B-model on probation, threatening to cancel it if it didn’t 
perform better. 

As it stands, the Marines will likely possess both 
America-class carriers before the F-35B is ready for combat. 
Harriers can fill in temporarily, but until the Joint Strike 
Fighter is fully functional, the two new carriers will fall far 
short of their combat potential. That gap places the Navy and 
Marines in the same camp as the British and the Italian navies, 
both of which have or are building aircraft carriers but are 
betting on the problematic F-35B to fly off them. 

There are reasons to hope the carrier woes will be 
resolved. Defense Secretary Leon Panetta ended the B-
model’s probation in January and has since praised the jet as 
“meeting requirements.” The first F-35B training jet took off 
for its inaugural flight from a Florida base in late May. 
Despite much hand-wringing over cost, the Pentagon has not 
yet cut back F-35 production plans. “The Marines need a fifth-
generation fighter for the future, and they will have it,” 
Panetta said. 

Two multi-billion-dollar aircraft carriers are counting on 
it. 
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27. Former CNO, DepSecDef Fight To Stop Cuts To Navy's Humanitarian Mission 
(AOL DEFENSE 04 JUN 12) ... Sydney J. Freedberg Jr. 

WASHINGTON -- Disaster relief, medical assistance, 
and other humanitarian missions can provide a low-cost way 
for the military to build U.S. influence in Asia and elsewhere, 
a key part of the administration's new national security 
strategy, but this "soft power" approach is complicated both by 
civilian aid groups' suspicion of the military and by looming 
budget cuts. 

"These dollars will never go to AID [the U.S. Agency for 
International Development] if they are cut from DoD [the 
Department of Defense]," warned former Deputy Secretary of 
Defense John Hamre, now president of the prestigious Center 
for Strategic and International Studies. "They are in danger of 
being lost." 

At stake, Hamre told an audience at CSIS this morning, is 
everything from the continued operation of the hospital ships 
Comfort and Mercy -- which have survived attempts to cut 
them in the past -- to the size of the amphibious assault ship 
fleet -- whose capacity to carry helicopters, landing craft, and 
cargo makes it a mainstay of disaster response -- to training 
funds used to send U.S. medical units on goodwill missions 
abroad. 

Especially on this 70th anniversary of the Battle of 
Midway, public attention tends to fixate on the Navy's role in 
a shooting war, but most of the time the fleet is not shooting at 
anybody: It's showing the flag, training with allies and 
informal partners, deterring pirates and hostile powers, and 
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generally building relationships around the world. That quieter 
role is central to the new strategic guidance released in 
January, which emphasizes "building partner capacity." Which 
mission gets priority affects not only operations but what ships 
the Navy buys. Submarines' invisibility make them superb at 
killing ships in wartime but lousy at showing the flag in peace. 
Conversely, small surface ships that would be vulnerable in 
battle are often the craft best-suited for peacetime partnership 
building, an argument top admirals have made for the 
controversial Littoral Combat Ship. (Indeed, without its 
"mission modules" of combat gear aboard, the LCS offers a 
combination of attributes -- cargo capacity, high speed, ability 
to operate in shallow water, and an onboard helicopter -- that 
makes it well suited for rapid response to coastal disasters). 

In an era of tightening budgets, the wartime and 
peacetime priorities compete, and it's easy for low-profile 
programs like medical assistance and hospital ships to get 
squeezed out. It was anxiety over such cuts, Hamre said, that 
impelled CSIS to start a project, officially launched today, on 
the Navy's role in humanitarian assistance. 

Heading that project is the recently retired Chief of Naval 
Operations, Admiral Gary Roughead. As Pacific fleet 
commander during the 2004 tsunami that took over 200,000 
lives, Roughead played a major role in the response. "It was 
one of the most significant professional and personal 
experiences in my life," he said at CSIS this morning. In the 
aftermath, he helped set up a series of "proactive humanitarian 
assistance" missions to help Pacific partners before disaster 
struck, which have treated over 600,000 patients to date -- 
despite skepticism from elsewhere in the government. 

"After the first proactive [USS] Mercy mission, I received 
a phone call from Washington, [asking] 'Is it worth the 
money?'" Roughead recalled. "I said, 'Tell you what, call me 
back in 25 years and I'll tell you.'" On one of Mercy's Pacific 
visits, he recalled, an old man showed him a framed photo of 
the long-decommissioned USS Hope, a hospital ship that had 
visited the island decades before. "He said, 'We've never 
forgotten this.'" 

So investments in hospital ships and humanitarian 
operations pay off, Roughead and the other assembled experts 
argued, but not always in obvious or immediate ways. 
Sometimes, medical assistance can provide a non-
controversial opportunity to cooperate with governments 
otherwise too suspicious of the U.S. to accept our help. Rear 
Admiral Michael Mittelman, the deputy surgeon general of the 
Navy, said that in Laos, for example, the only thing the 
Laotian defense ministry was willing to discuss with the U.S. 
ambassador was the Navy's medical lab there, a detachment of 
Navy Medical Research Unit (NAMRU-2) in Hawaii. "They're 
only willing to talk medical," he told the audience at CSIS. 

"I was able to bring the ambassador places she couldn't 
get [otherwise]," Mittelman elaborated in a conversation with 
AOL Defense after the panel. Thanks to the military's 
longstanding interest in protecting its personnel from the 
exotic disease they may encounter abroad, the Navy has such 
NAMRU detachments all over the world, sharing health data 
and building ties with governments that may otherwise be 
leery of the United States. One lab in Cairo has been in 

continuous operation since 1946, its non-controversial mission 
preserving it through all the vicissitudes of the U.S.-Egyptian 
relationship, from the Arab-Israeli Wars to the Arab Spring. 
When the military goes abroad on medical missions, said 
Mittelman, "we're not threatening; we can do things that the 
trigger pullers can't." 

Not threatening, that is, up to a point. Certain 
governments at certain times have refused U.S. help even in 
the throes of a disaster, as the government of Burma 
(Myanmar) did after 2008's Cyclone Nargis. Closer to home, 
while the U.S. military and civilian agencies are increasingly 
trying to work together, independent relief groups often get 
antsy when the armed forces show up. That's an anxiety that 
was not eased by the relevation that the CIA ran a bogus 
vaccination program in Pakistan that helped lead it to Bin 
Laden. While U.S. outrage has focused on the 33-year prison 
term Pakistan gave the doctor involved, Shakil Afridi, the CIA 
project has fueled Pakistani suspicion of foreign aid to a 
degree that has "devastated" legitimate vaccination campaigns, 
said Serge Duss, director of public policy and advocacy at the 
International Medical Corps. Likewise, in Afghanistan, 
military programs focused on winning "hearts and minds" 
with quick results "quite frankly really undermined the long-
term development programs that NGOs [non-governmental 
organizations] were involved in," Duss said. 

In general, "NGOs are much more comfortable having 
conversations and planning with the civilian part of the U.S. 
government," Duss said. While he welcomed the Navy's 
contribution, he went on, "let us have this conversation under 
the auspices of the lead U.S. government agency," USAID: 
"The Navy has to coordinate with this part of the government 
anyway." 

Though USAID was not represented on the panel, one 
member was the Assistant Secretary of State for Population, 
Refugees, and Migration, Anne Richard, a former NGO aid 
worker herself. What's "least controversial," she said, is the 
armed forces' value in the initial response to natural disasters, 
"where the military is bringing unique capabilities that nobody 
else can," above all its sheer logistical might to move supplies 
and personnel quickly around the world. But, she went on, 
"[with] things that go on for a while, there are civilian 
capabilities that can be contracted that in the long run going to 
be cheaper." 

The two admirals present agreed the Navy has a steep 
learning curve. "Initially, we didn't quite figure it out. We 
thought we'd go there and show the flag and do a bunch of 
surgeries and everyone feels good about Americans," 
Mittelman said. "That's not the answer." Instead, after the 
immediate crisis of the 2004 tsunami, the Navy increasingly 
worked to help local partners better take care of themselves -- 
a concept that's central both to the international development 
community's emphasis on local "resilience" and to the new 
national strategy's idea of "building partner capacity." 

"The whole idea," said Mittelman, "is how do we better 
prepare the smaller nations to prepare themselves." The trick 
is to convince Congress that this low-key mission has such 
long-term returns that we can't afford not to do it. 
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28. Navy Awards Raytheon $58 Million For Phalanx, SeaRAM Work 
(DEFENSE DAILY 05 JUN 12) 

The Navy has awarded Raytheon a contract totaling $57.8 
million to overhaul and upgrade nine Phalanx Close-In 
Weapon Systems and manufacture two SeaRAM anti-ship 
missile defense systems, the company said in a statement. 

The agreement also includes the purchase of 20 radar 
upgrade kits. 

Phalanx is a rapid-fire, computer-controlled radar and 
20mm gun system that automatically acquires, tracks and 

destroys enemy threats that have penetrated all other ship 
defense systems. The SeaRAM uses advanced Phalanx Block 
1B sensors and an 11-round Rolling Airframe Missile guide to 
enlarge Phalanx's keep-out range against evolving anti-ship 
missile, rotary- and fixed-wing aircraft and other threats. 

SeaRAM is aboard the USS Independence (LCS 2) and 
USS Coronado (LCS 4) and will soon be in the Japan 
Maritime Self-Defense Force. 
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BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
29. Battle Of Midway Remembered 70 Years Later 
(PACIFIC NEWS CENTER (GUAM) 05 JUN 12) ... Josh Tyquiengco 

GUAM -- Joint Region Marianas commemorated the 70th 
anniversary of the Battle of Midway at the War in the Pacific 
National Historical Park in Asan Beach today [Tuesday]. 

The area was filled with military vehicles, heavy 
equipment and static displays for the public. According to 
Public Affairs Officer Lt. Matt Knight, the Battle of Midway 
was considered the decisive battle of the War in the Pacific 
that changed the direction of World War II. He states before 
this battle, Japan was capturing territories and planning to use 
Midway Island to destroy the U.S. Pacific Fleet. However, that 
plan was foiled and the landmark victory meant the U.S. and 

its allies would finally take the offensive against Japanese 
forces in this region. 

“It not only changed the course of the War in the Pacific, 
but also, throughout the World War II conflict” said Knight. 
“Today's commemoration, we brought together both a historic 
element. So, we had a ceremony that talked about what the 
battle meant, the people, the heroes we lost and all of the 
struggles that went on in the Battle of Midway.” 

Rear Admiral Paul Bushong gave remarks during the 
special ceremony and a wreath laying was also conducted. 
Music from the 721st Army Band was also featured. 
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30. Sailors Of All Ages Celebrate Battle Of Midway 
(KITSAP SUN (WA) 04 JUN 12) ... Ed Friedrich 

BREMERTON — World War II veterans joined young 
Sailors in tossing a wreath into Sinclair Inlet on Monday to 
commemorate 70 years since the Navy's momentum-changing 
victory at the Battle of Midway. 

Erick Kegley and Carl Moff, 87-year-old Kitsap residents 
who fought in the Pacific, walked the wreath to the end of 
Naval Base Kitsap's Pier D. They handed it to Nathan Snyder 
and Kevin Fahlund, Sailors of the year from aircraft carriers 
USS John C. Stennis and USS Ronald Reagan, who dropped 
the memorial into the steely bay. Sailors saluted. Taps was 
played. 

Naval Base Kitsap commander Capt. Pete Dawson, the 
event's host, told the crowd of mostly Sailors, a handful of 
veterans and a few dignitaries that Kegley, Moff and James 
Bowen of Bremerton are members of the Greatest Generation 
that fought and won World War II. 

"We are forever in your debt," he said. 
Guest speaker Rear Adm. Charles Gaouette, commander 

of the Stennis Strike Group, described World War II veterans 
as bold, confident and proficient Sailors who went in harm's 
way in well-built and resilient ships. 

"Those traits remain in our Navy today," he said. 
An F-18 Growler from Naval Air Station Whidbey Island 

roared past. 
"Aviators always stealing the show," Gaouette jibed. 
And they stole the show at Midway, which marked the 

end of the battleship era and the beginning of aircraft carrier 
dominance. 

The Japanese had made a shambles of the Pacific Fleet 
with a Dec. 7, 1941, surprise attack on Pearl Harbor. They 
planned to finish the job at Midway, luring the Navy into a 
battle where they could overwhelm and destroy it. But their 
radio transmissions were intercepted, deciphered and the 
United States was prepared. 

On June 4, 1942, planes flying from the USS Enterprise, 
USS Hornet and USS Yorktown sank four Japanese carriers. 
More than 3,000 Japanese were killed and 145 planes 
destroyed. The Americans lost the Yorktown, destroyer USS 
Hammann, 145 aircraft and 340 men. 

The Japanese forfeited their naval advantage in the Pacific 
and the Allies took the offensive. The Jan. 4, 1945, Battle of 
Leyte Gulf, which the Kitsap veterans took part in, 
"effectively ended the Japanese ability to operate at sea," 
Gaouette said. 

After the brief ceremony, with the USS John C. Stennis as 
a backdrop, young Sailors mingled with old. Dawson and 
Gaouette huddled for stories with Bowen, 87, who had served 
aboard the battleship USS West Virginia. Moff, who was on 
the same ship, mingled with scores of young Sailors in dress 
whites. Kegley, who was on the ill-fated USS Ommaney Bay 
and USS Columbia, stood and shook hands as more than 100 
Sailors from the carriers and base filed by. 

"It was a little surreal because us in the Navy don't 
typically see a lot of shipboard war fighting," Stennis Sailor of 
the Year Snyder said of the World War II veterans. "They 
were actually in the frying pan. It's an honor to see them and 
recognize what they did." 
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31. Navy Honors Legacy Of Midway 
(NEWPORT NEWS DAILY PRESS 04 JUN 12) ... Hugh Lessig 

NORFOLK — The Navy on Monday marked the 70th 
anniversary of the Battle of Midway with four ceremonies, 
emphasizing the strong ties between Hampton Roads and one 
of World War II's most pivotal battles. 

At Naval Station Norfolk, a wreath-laying ceremony 
featured an address by the executive officer of the base and 
comments from an Old Dominion University professor who is 
co-writing a book about a pilot who survived the battle. 

The battle, fought from June 4 through 7 in 1942, changed 
the direction of the Pacific campaign. Only six months earlier, 
the U.S. battleship fleet had been crippled at Pearl Harbor. But 
thanks to superior intelligence, American commanders were 
able to take the initiative at Midway. By the time the battle 
ended, four Japanese carriers had been sunk. The U.S. Navy 
lost the USS Yorktown. 

Capt. David Culler, executive officer of Naval Station 
Norfolk, said the ceremony is about passing on the legacy of 
the battle to younger Sailors. 

"Now we have Midway as our marker that serves as an 
example of who we are, why we exist as a Navy, so that well 
into the future, Sailors will continue stop on the week of June 
fourth through seventh every year to consider this Navy 
legacy," he said. 

"The foundation of the most powerful Navy in history 
was poured and cured by the warriors who fought on June 
Fourth through Seventh, 1942. And these warriors served for a 
much bigger purpose than self," he said. 

Elsewhere in the region, Naval Air Force Atlantic had 
planned two ceremonies. The first, which took place at 10 
a.m., was held at Aviation Memorial Park in Virginia Beach. 
The second, which is meant as the Hampton Roads fleet 
commemoration, was set for 7 p.m. aboard the aircraft carrier 
USS George H.W. Bush. 

Also Monday morning, Joint Expeditionary Base Little 
Creek held a wreath-laying ceremony at the Port Operations 
tower. 

View Clip (RT: 0:56 
Anniversary Of The Battle Of Midway 
(WAVY NBC NORFOLK 04 JUN 12) Art Kohn 
VIRGINIA BEACH, Va. -- It was 70 years ago Monday 

that American Naval forces began a three-day battle that 

would ultimately produce victory of the U.S. in the Pacific 
during World War II. 

The Navy held a ceremony to commemorate the event at 
the Aviation Memorial Park on 25 th Street at the Oceanfront, 
where a number of monuments and bronze statues depict 
certain milestones in the history of naval aviation. The Battle 
of Midway not only altered the war in the Pacific, it continues 
to influence naval aviation more than half a century later. 

In the Battle of Midway, 307 Naval and Marine Corps 
aviators and crewmen were killed. The aircraft carrier, 
Yorktown, was sun, but the loses inflicted on the Japanese 
forces were devastating. 

“As the sun set on June the fourth, four Japanese fleet 
carriers were in flames, out of action and would eventually 
sink,” Rear Adm. Ted Branch said. 

The Japanese navy never recovered and the tide of the 
war in the Pacific had been turned in one decisive battle 
fought in June of 1942, just six months after the attack on Pear 
Harbor. 70-years later, the navy continues to mark the 
anniversary of Midway. 

"By your power, oh God, grant Naval Aviation a future 
that is worthy of it's past,” Cdr. Steve Hall said. 

In fact, the victory at Midway would have a profound 
impact on the future of naval aviation. 

"This battle was not only a turning point in the pacific 
war, it also revolutionized the face of Naval Warfare for the 
next seven decades,” Capt. Bob Geis added. 

Some observers say the Navy's efforts to commemorate 
the victory at Midway have increased as time goes by. 

"Especially in the last decade, and it is rightly so,” Branch 
said. “For the U.S. Navy the Battle of Midway has become our 
"Trafalgar." A singular defining moment in our 237-year 
history." 

Naval aviation looks a lot different today than it did in 
1942, but one very important aspect of this capability remains 
the same. 

"The long range striking capability of the carrier was 
demonstrated and the aircraft carrier achieved prominence in 
the Naval order of battle,” Geis said. “A positioned it has 
maintained ever since." 

View Clip (RT: 2:47) 
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32. Mayport Marks 70th Anniversary Of Battle Of Midway 
The ceremony observes the 70th anniversary of naval battle that changed the course of World War II. 
(FLORIDA TIMES-UNION 05 JUN 12) ... William Browning 

The Navy took time Monday at Mayport Naval Station to 
mark the 70th anniversary of the Battle of Midway, which 
turned the tide of World War II and is now seen as the most 
important sea battle of the 20th century. 

The historic battle took place six months after the attack 
on Pearl Harbor, which dragged the United States into the war 
and left it in a defensive posture. The Japanese sent four 
aircraft carriers to Midway to destroy what remained of the 
U.S. Pacific Fleet. The military, though, knew of Japan’s plans 
because cryptologists had cracked Japanese codes. 

The United States was outnumbered and its pilots were 
less experienced than Japan’s. Still, the Americans sank four 
Japanese aircraft carriers. Japan also lost 291 planes and 4,800 
men, according to the U.S. Navy. The United States lost a 
carrier and 145 planes. 

By the end of the battle, which carried on from June 4 to 
June 7, 1942, the landscape of the war had changed. 
Afterwards, the United States went on the offensive. 

Rear Adm. John C. Scorby, commander of Navy Region 
Southeast, said the victory “changed the course of history in a 
few short days.” 
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“This celebration affords us the opportunity to 
commemorate the heroic actions of the fighting men,” he said. 

The hourlong ceremony, which was attended by roughly 
100 servicemen, took place in the Mayport basin aboard the 
USS De Wert on the frigate’s flight deck. 

When it was over, Scorby, Jacksonville Naval Air Station 
Executive Officer Roy Undersander and Mayport 
Commanding Officer Capt. Doug Cochrane boarded a tugboat 
and rode out into the basin. Once there, they dropped a wreath 
into the water in honor of the men who lost their lives at 
Midway. 

Then they lined up and while facing a crowd of Sailors 
aboard the USS De Wert, each of them held a salute and there 
was a three-volley rifle salute. 

The United States lost 307 men during the battle of 
Midway. 

After the ceremony Cochrane said it is important to honor 
the heroism of the men who took part in the battle because 
they laid the foundation of the U.S. victory in World War II. 
The majority of those men, he said, enlisted after the attack on 
Pearl Harbor not for six- or eight-month stints, “but until the 
war was won.” 

“It is a tribute to that generation, the greatest generation,” 
Cochrane said. 
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33. Midway Museum Hosts 1 Million Visitors In 12-Month Period 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 04 JUN 12) ... Nathan Max 

The USS Midway Museum has hosted more than 1 
million visitors over a 12-month period for the first time in its 
eight-year existence, a museum spokesman reported Monday. 

About 1,002,000 tourists visited the World War II aircraft 
carrier between June 1, 2011, and May 31, 2012, spokesman 
Scott McGaugh said. The Midway’s previous high-water mark 
for a 12-month period was 941,000 during the 2011 calendar 
year, he said. 

Year-over-year, attendance is up 14 percent. 
“I think the milestone reflects several things. One, San 

Diego’s continuing support of the museum; two, the 
museum’s emphasis on the visitor experience; and three, how 
our employees and volunteers have been able to make our 
story very personal,” McGaugh said. 

Since opening on June 7, 2004, the Midway Museum has 
hosted a minimum of 800,000 visitors each year, far above 
initial projections of 550,000 to 600,000 by the San Diego 
Taxpayers Association. 

“This marks a historic milestone in the nation’s fleet of 
historic naval ships,” Midway President and CEO Mac 
McLaughlin said in a statement. “The extraordinary support 
shown by San Diegans has made this possible. Time and again 
we’ve seen San Diego take great pride in its military heritage 
as the birthplace of naval aviation.” 

The museum hosts more than 250 private events a year, 
and the aircraft carrier has hosted more than 2,000 private 
events since opening eight years ago, McGaugh said. 
Annually, about 40,000 K-12 students take advantage of the 
Midway’s education program, which includes math, science, 
social studies and history study trips. 

Approximately 12 percent of the Midway’s visitors are 
from abroad, and nearly 25 percent are under the age of 17. 
The museum still has plans to expand, and leaders hope to 
open a theater on its 10th anniversary in 2014. 
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34. A ‘Crown Jewel’ Of Historic Ships 
Battleship Iowa will open as a museum next month at the Port of Los Angeles 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 04 JUN 12) ... Nathan Max 

The “Battleship of Presidents” has arrived in Southern 
California. 

The Iowa, which was commissioned three times over 
nearly five decades, is being refurbished into a museum and 
will open to tourists next month at the Port of Los Angeles in 
San Pedro. The Iowa, which completed a four-day trip from 
Northern California last week, served in World War II and 
Korea and is the fourth ship of its class to be converted into a 
maritime museum. 

The ship was towed from the Bay Area, where it has been 
for the past 11 years. 

“The Iowa is one of the crown jewels of the Navy’s 
historic ships,” said Bob Rogers, spokesman for the nonprofit 
Pacific Battleship Center, which is leading the effort. “She is 
the last battleship in the world that was available to become a 
museum, and she was the lead ship of the Iowa-class 
battleships, which were the mightiest the Navy has ever 
launched.” 

The 887-foot-long, 15-story-high Iowa has a 108-foot 
beam and had a crew of about 2,800 during World War II, 
Rogers said. It was built in 1940 and originally commissioned 

in 1943. The Iowa earned its presidential nickname because 
three U.S. leaders have been aboard it. 

In 1943, President Franklin D. Roosevelt traveled on the 
ship, along with a substantial entourage, to prepare for and 
attend an important international summit in Tehran that 
included Winston Churchill, Joseph Stalin and Chiang Kai-
shek. 

President Ronald Reagan boarded the ship in 1986 to 
view a naval revue and participate in Liberty Weekend, the 
celebration of the restoration and centenary of the Statue of 
Liberty in New York. 

And President George H.W. Bush boarded the Iowa 
twice, first as vice president in 1984 and later as president in 
1989. In 1984, Bush recommissioned the ship. Five years 
later, he participated in a memorial service. 

After serving in the Navy on and off for almost 50 years, 
the Iowa was permanently decommissioned in 1990 and went 
to the Philadelphia Naval Shipyard, Rogers said. In 2001, it 
was moved to Northern California into the mothball fleet in 
Suisun Bay. 
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The Navy donated the Iowa to the Pacific Battleship 
Center in the fall of 2011, and the nonprofit has already 
invested $4 million in the project. The Pacific Battleship 
Center plans to put another $4 million into the ship and, when 
complete, Rogers said the Iowa will be “an interactive 
educational museum.” 

“The purpose is having the visitor be immersed with the 
experience of what it was like to live on this ship in war and 
peace,” Rogers said. “It’s a ship that can teach history, 
science, commerce, and it’s a repository of technological, 
cultural achievement and achievement of industry.” 

When the project is finished, the Iowa will be the eighth 
battleship in the country converted into a museum, said 
Dewey Blanton, spokesman for the American Association of 
Museums. The Iowa will be the nation’s 26th retired Navy 
ship to become a museum and the second in Southern 
California, joining San Diego’s USS Midway Museum. 

Converting a former naval ship into a museum presents 
numerous challenges, said Scott McGaugh, spokesman for the 
Midway Museum. McGaugh said the group operating the 
Iowa conversion has consulted with the Midway to draw upon 
its experience. 

Some of the biggest challenges, McGaugh said, are 
making a ship that was designed for 20-year-old men in the 
1940s have the proper infrastructure for tourists in 21st 
century America. The ship will need to have adequate 
restrooms, for both men and women, and adequate 
accessibility, for example. 

Furthermore, McGaugh said that to be successful the 
Iowa will need to focus on being interactive and have fewer 
display cases. 

“That’s what today’s younger visitors expect,” McGaugh 
said. “You’ve got this balancing act between preserving a 
historic artifact and contemporary museum visitors’ needs and 
interests.” 

The Iowa is one of four Iowa-class battleships, all of 
which have been transformed into museums. The USS New 
Jersey can be visited in Camden, N.J.; the USS Missouri is in 
Pearl Harbor, Hawaii; and the public can view the USS 
Wisconsin in Norfolk, Va. 

Six Iowa-class battleships were ordered by the 
government during World War II, although only four were 
completed and commissioned, to operate in the Pacific 
Theater. The ships were built to be fast and to escort the 
Navy’s main striking force. 

The Iowa was decommissioned after World War II before 
being brought back for the Korean War, then decommissioned 
again before being brought back a second time and 
modernized in the 1980s under Reagan’s plan to build a 600-
ship Navy. All the Iowa-class battleships were retired after the 
Soviet Union collapsed. 

The Iowa anchored last week three miles off the Southern 
California coast for hull cleaning. On Saturday, it will be 
moved to Berth 87 in San Pedro, Rogers said. 

There will be an invitation-only event on July 4 for 
dignitaries and former crew members, and the museum will 
open to the public July 7. 

Even after the opening, work on the ship and its 3,000 
compartments will continue, Rogers said. 

“It’s going to take years to open this entire ship,” Rogers 
said. “It’s a whole city.” 
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35. Yorktown Celebrates War Of 1812 Bicentennial, OpSail 2012 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 04 JUN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Indra Bosko, Navy Public Affairs Support Element, 
Norfolk 

YORKTOWN, Va. -- Military members from the 
Hampton Roads area commemorated the War of 1812 
Bicentennial and OpSail 2012 Virginia at Yorktown Maritime 
Weekend June 1-3. 

Service members from all branches of service participated 
in the free event held at Riverwalk Landing near Yorktown 
National Battlefield and was attended by hundreds of visitors 
from around the world. 

The non-profit, congressionally-chartered organization of 
tall ship events, Operation Sail, Inc. (OpSail) has partnered 
with the Navy to commemorate the War of 1812 Bicentennial 
across the country and Yorktown is an affiliate port with 
OpSail 2012 Virginia. 

The War of 1812 marked a time when the United States 
was forced to fight against Great Britain for its independence 
for a second time. The U.S. Navy played a pivotal role in 
keeping America free and securing its seas, a tradition that 
continues today. It was also during America's "Second War of 
Independence" that Francis Scott Key wrote the "Star 
Spangled Banner". 

Dressed in colonial uniforms, the U.S. Coast Guard 1790 
Color Guard, along with The Fifes & Drums of Yorktown, 
performed the opening ceremony for the weekend's Parade of 
Sail, which featured military boats and tall ships like the 
Schooner Alliance. 

"We're in a very historic spot right now," said Fireman 
3rd Class Juan Gandara from U.S. Coast Guard Training 
Center Yorktown, who assisted in mooring the tall ships. 
"Many people died for our country." 

Visitors enjoyed the view of the beach while listening to 
music performed by the U.S. Fleet Forces Band, participating 
in weapons demonstrations by the Marine Corps and attending 
educational booths such as Fleet and Family Support Services 
manned by Navy personnel. 

"I am proud to be here and the fact that we can contribute 
to the community," said Master-at-Arms 1st Class Brad 
Milward from Naval Weapons Yorktown. "We can show that 
the Navy heritage is still alive and hopefully some individuals 
would have the pride to join and fight like our forefathers did, 
for our freedom." 

The Navy and OpSail will continue to commemorate the 
200th anniversary of the War of 1812 and the Star Spangled 
Banner with events across America until 2015. Besides 
Yorktown, signature events will also be held in other 
American cities like Norfolk, Baltimore, New Orleans, 
Boston, Chicago and Cleveland. OpSail has partnered with the 
Navy for previous American honorariums such as the U.S. 
Bicentennial in 1976 and the Statue of Liberty centenary in 
1986. 
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36. Fleet Week To Feature Disaster Relief Exercise 
(NAVY TIMES 04 JUN 12) ... Gidget Fuentes 

For the third consecutive year, San Francisco Fleet Week 
will incorporate a joint humanitarian assistance and disaster 
relief exercise, this year using a devastating earthquake as the 
backdrop for training. 

A massive natural disaster in such a densely populated 
area would pose significant challenges for local first 
responders and the military personnel tapped to assist them: 
impassable roads, destroyed utilities, overwhelmed 
communications networks. When such chaos erupts, the Corps 
wants to be prepared. 

That’s why I Marine Expeditionary Force at Camp 
Pendleton, Calif., is working closely this year with local, state 
and federal agencies to ensure the response to a future disaster 
is swift and that help goes where it’s needed most. Fleet Week 
is scheduled for Oct. 4-8. 

As preparation for the exercise gets underway, in the back 
of many minds is last year’s devastating earthquake and 
tsunami in Japan. The Marines who responded encountered 
numerous challenges, including contamination fears from the 
radioactive meltdown at a nearby nuclear power plant. That 
slowed the initial response to help Japanese authorities. 

Marine officials spearheading the Fleet Week exercise 
want to focus on improving how military and civilian 
personnel work together. A “tabletop” exercise at Camp 
Pendleton in March uncovered “a significant lack of 
familiarity on our part on the policies and statutes that govern 
our interaction with civil authorities,” said Maj. Gen. Melvin 
Spiese, I MEF’s deputy commander, who also leads 1st 
Marine Expeditionary Brigade. 

The 1st MEB will take a lead role in the October exercise 
in San Francisco. 

“It’s a means for us … to take on some very complex 
problems that we don’t typically spend our time on,” Spiese 
said, noting that the exercise in March focused on mobilizing 
forces, pulling together a command-and-control structure, and 
planning and responding as a joint task force. 

Such a disaster in a place like San Francisco, which 
suffered a devastating quake in 1906, “is a catastrophe that we 
would be engaged in,” Spiese said. “We are talking about 
massive problems with infrastructure” that can isolate the area, 
slow down first responders and overwhelm the civil response. 

MEF officials hadn’t expected the tabletop exercise 
would be anything more than just a drill to work through 
military-civilian gaps when it comes to crisis response. 
Instead, they received a lot of interest from several agencies 
and nongovernmental organizations. 

“We thought this was going to be a pretty simple 
Headquarters Marine Corps-sponsored event intended for 
ourselves,” said Spiese, noting that more than 200 people 
participated, including emergency management officials who 
will join the disaster response exercise during San Francisco 
Fleet Week. “Every level of federal, state and local 
government has participated in this.” 

With that in mind, I MEF plans to hold a communications 
exercise in August with San Francisco authorities to test 
command and control. 

Marines and sailors also will join in an expanded civil-
military medical training exercise scheduled during Fleet 
Week, with civil and military responders participating in 
realistic scenarios — not a static display with a few medical 
tents. 

“We want to put on a demonstration of what a triage site 
would look like that we would be able to set up in a city,” 
Spiese said. 

The Fleet Week exercises will mark another in a series of 
training evolutions for 1st MEB, which this year is expected to 
be joined by elements of 13th Marine Expeditionary Unit, 
23rd Marines and 4th Force Reconnaissance Company. The 
MEB is supposed to be I MEF’s “ready” force, able to deploy 
and respond to a contingency within two or three days. 
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37. Northwest Divers Assist Students In STEM Challenge 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 04 JUN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist Seaman Chris Brown, Navy Public Affairs Support Element 
West, Det. Northwest 

BREMERTON, Wash. -- Volunteers from Naval 
Undersea Warfare Center and Navy divers from commands 
around Naval Base Kitsap helped facilitate a Remotely 
Operated Vehicle (ROV) competition for Kitsap-area students 
at Olympic High School Aquatics Facility in Bremerton, 
Wash., June 2. 

The competition provides students with the opportunity to 
learn about science, technology, engineering and mathematics 
(STEM) while getting hands on experience by building the 
underwater ROVs. 

More than 35 teams used their ROVs to maneuver around 
and through polyvinyl chloride (PVC) pipe structures set up 
by the Navy divers, collecting and depositing metal washers 
using magnets attached to their ROVs, retrieving and dropping 
rings in to a bucket. 

"This competition really embodies Navy's push on science 
and technology," said Lt. Sean Doherty, diving officer for 
Puget Sound Naval Shipyard and Intermediate Maintenance 
Facility. "It's great that these kids get out there and test their 
vehicles while we are there to help." 

The ROV Challenge starts in the classroom weeks prior to 
the competition. Students work in teams of two building their 
ROV applying advanced physics and engineering skills 
learned in class. 

"This competition is fantastic. With schools losing 
funding, it's great that they can have a partnership like this 
with the Navy" said Washington State Senator Christine Rolfs, 
23rd legislative district. "Exposing these kids to programs like 
STEM is a great learning experience for them, and it's really 
something they will be able to use later on in life. 



 30

During the competition Navy divers were in the pool 
available to assist the students in retrieving their ROVs and to 
give advice when needed. 

"I like that the Navy divers were there to help us," said 
Joseph Briggs, Kingston Middle School student. "I really 

learned how to troubleshoot my problems with the divers there 
helping me. It gave me a lot of confidence to know that I can 
fix my problems." 
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38. Navy Opportunity Forum Promotes Small Business Energy Innovation 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 04 JUN 12) ... Katherine H. Crawford, Office of Naval Research 

ARLINGTON, Va. -- The Office of Naval Research is 
promoting the latest energy-efficient technologies and meeting 
potential partners at the energy-focused 2012 Navy 
Opportunity Forum, June 4-6 in Arlington. 

"Opportunities to become part of our important science 
and technology efforts absolutely exist, even in this fiscal 
environment," said Chief of Naval Research Rear Adm. 
Matthew Klunder. "We're looking to small businesses for 
proven technology or innovative ideas with 'legs' to help 
accelerate new capabilities to Sailors and Marines." 

Klunder will be the keynote luncheon speaker June 4, 
discussing the Navy's investment in small businesses, 
particularly Small Business Innovation Research (SBIR) and 
Small Business Technology Transfer (STTR) programs, which 
help get new technologies to warfighters. 

This year's event features an Energy Showcase that 
includes 27 technologies funded by the Department of Energy, 

as well as more than 30 projects funded by the Department of 
the Navy that focus on "green" technologies. 

The forum also includes presentations by small businesses 
outlining the capabilities and products they offer; tradeshow 
exhibits; keynote speakers and plenary sessions; and pre-
scheduled, one-on-one meetings between government 
organizations and industry presenters. 

The Navy Opportunity Forum allows government leaders 
and major prime contractors to examine technologies created 
by small advanced technology firms and meet with company 
representatives. According to event organizers, this year's 
forum will offer a preview of more than 250 technologies 
funded by the Navy's SBIR and STTR programs; the Navy's 
Office of Research and Technology Applications; and the 
Department of Energy's Office of Energy Efficiency and 
Renewable Energy, representing a combined investment of 
more than $250 million. 
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39. New Options Are Offered For Navy Headquarters Site 
Davis’ alternative included in House bill; business leaders worried 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 04 JUN 12) ... Roger Showley 

SAN DIEGO — The Navy’s waterfront location 
downtown, a presence going back 90 years, may be in flux. 

Rep. Susan Davis, D-San Diego, won House approval last 
month for an option that could locate the Navy’s planned 
southwest regional headquarters to a military base. 

But the idea, welcomed by environmentalists, worries 
local business leaders and some elected officials, who fear an 
additional delay in a 25-year plan for the 12-acre site at the 
foot of Broadway that includes a new Navy high-rise. 

“My intention has always been to do a win-win,” Davis 
said. “I would just love to see people be willing to sit down 
and say, OK, what other options do we have here?” 

But Mark Cafferty, president and CEO of the San Diego 
Regional Economic Development Corp., said the Navy’s 
headquarters downtown represents an economic boon as well 
as a symbolic commitment to the area — especially at a time 
when defense cutbacks are in the wind. 

“We want to make sure we’re sending a message that 
there is some part of the military presence in San Diego that 
we could not do without,” Cafferty said. 

The issue concerns the Navy Broadway Complex, 
property deeded by voters to the Navy in 1920 as a supply 
depot. The building where the regional headquarters now sits 
was built in 1922. 

In 1987, Congress authorized a public-private partnership 
that would lease the property to a developer in exchange for 
building a new Navy headquarters at no cost to taxpayers. 

After several economic downturns and rounds of base 
closures, developer Douglas F. Manchester, publisher of U-T 
San Diego, won a 99-year lease in 2006. 

His $1.2 billion Manchester Pacific Gateway project 
would include a 2.9 million-square-foot complex of hotels, 
offices, retail space and a $165 million, 373,000-square-foot 
Navy building. 

The project has yet to get under way, in part because of 
the economic downturn and a series of lawsuits launched by 
opponents, chiefly the Navy Broadway Complex Coalition, an 
environmental group. 

The coalition’s attorney, Cory Briggs, issued a statement 
that applauded Davis’ proposal — “especially if it helps 
expedite the return of the Navy Broadway Complex site to use 
by the public, not by private commercial interests.” 

A challenge based on the National Environmental Quality 
Act is expected to be heard in August, and the California 
Coastal Commission has withdrawn its earlier approval, 
saying the project is inconsistent with the state coastal law. 

Perry Dealy, Manchester’s consultant on the project, said 
a Navy presence would help bring other businesses and hotel 
guests to the development. But he also said its removal could 
offer additional flexibility in the placement of other hotels and 
office towers. 

“I don’t see that it helps or hurts whether it’s there or not 
there,” Dealy said. 

However, he dubbed Davis’ proposal as “just another 
effort to put brakes on the project.” 

If the final legal hurdles can be overcome, he said 
financing could be secured on the first phase, worth about 
$650 million, and result in the completion of the two middle 
blocks of the four-megablock complex — 1,058- and 193-
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room hotels, a 239,760-square-foot office building and the 
Navy building — on top of 1,104 underground parking spaces. 

Davis said she is not trying to kill Manchester’s 
development, but just avoid further delays. 

However, she said, her ultimate hope is that the Navy 
building would go elsewhere and the site could become San 
Diego’s version of Chicago’s acclaimed Millennium Park, 

which has drawn much attention worldwide for waterfront 
revitalization. 

Her proposal, passed as part of the Defense Authorization 
Act by the House on a 299-120 vote, adds the option for 
Manchester to build the office building at an area military site. 
The Senate is still working on its version of the bill. 

The Navy declined to comment on Davis’ legislation. 
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40. Clean The Bay Day Brings Volunteers To Dam Neck Beach 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 04 JUN 12) ... Cathy Heimer, Naval Air Station Oceana Public Affairs 

VIRGINIA BEACH, Va. -- Armed with oversized orange 
garbage bags and rubber gloves, nearly 150 volunteers cleaned 
up the Dam Neck Annex beach June 2. 

The cleanup was part of the 24th annual Clean the Bay 
Day, taking place at waterways along the Chesapeake Bay. 

Standing shoulder to shoulder, several rows deep, 
volunteers lined up to walk from the water's edge up to the 
dune grasses, to begin cleaning up the area from the Shifting 
Sands Club to the end of the base, more than a mile of 
beachfront. 

"We have plenty of people to cover every square inch of 
the beach, which is really our main objective," said Fire 
Controlman (FC) 1st Class (SW/AW) Zach Winemiller, Dam 
Neck Clean the Bay coordinator, who was happy with the 
better-than-expected turnout. 

"It's good to have the group we do today...We don't have 
the capacity to do something like this," said Winemiller, one 
of six Sailors from Dam Neck 1st Lieutenant Division. 

Winemiller explained that while they receive help from 
MWR in patrolling and keeping the beach clean, "we don't get 
everything." 

Clean the Bay Day encourages volunteers to devote a day 
to cleaning Virginia's urban, suburban, and rural shorelines 
and waterways. Nearly one-half of Virginia is drained by 
Chesapeake Bay rivers and two-thirds of the state's population 
lives within the bay watershed, according to the Chesapeake 
Bay Foundation's website. 

Clean the Bay provided an opportunity for many 
commands at Dam Neck and Naval Air Station (NAS) Oceana 
to volunteer as a group. 

Wearing their matching blue T-shirts, members of the 
First Class Petty Officers Association (FCPOA) from Strike 
Fighter Squadron (VFA) 15 showed up Saturday morning, 
ready to work. 

"We wanted to give back to the community and help keep 
the base clean. It brings morale and shows we care about how 
the base looks," explained Yeoman 1st Class (AW/SW) 
Melika Pittman from the "Valions" FCPOA. 

Many Sailors brought their families and made a day out of 
community service, while enjoying the beach at the same time. 
Fire Controlman 1st Class (SW/AW) Donald Staley from the 
Center for Surface Combat Systems Unit (CSCSU) Dam Neck 
and his wife, Joy, brought their five children whose ages 
ranged from 6 - 13 years old. 

Team captains, Aviation Electrician's Mate (AE) 2nd 
Class (AW) Charles Mitchell and Aviation Machinist's Mate 
(AD) 1st Class (AW/SW) Jose Diaz from VFA-106 organized 
nearly 30 active duty and family members from the 
"Gladiators" to help clean the beach. 

"We're just helping out the community," said Mitchell. He 
attributed the large number of command volunteers to the 
good advertising at the squadron for nearly two weeks, with 
posters around the hangar and emails. 

FACSFAC VACAPES, with its ongoing community 
service program, encourages their Sailors to participate in a 
variety of community service events, such as Clean the Bay 
Day. Operations Specialist 2nd Class Ciria Stewart didn't let 
the fact her baby is due July 24, slow her down. She and her 
mom, Diane Stewart joined others from her command in 
cleaning the beach. "I try to come to all the volunteer events. 
We're always trying to find new volunteer activities for our 
command to do," she said, as she carried the trash bag and 
recorded the amount and types of debris. 

Every item, no matter how small, was documented by 
team captains on blue sheets before it was deposited into the 
garbage bags. For many of the volunteers, the most common 
items collected were cigarette butts and shreds of plastic bags, 
some of which were partially buried in the sand. The 1st 
Lieutenant Sailors also drove two "gators" up and down the 
beach collecting the orange bags, as well as oversized items 
that didn't fit such as PVC pipes and large pieces of driftwood. 

"As far as volunteer work goes, it doesn't get a whole lot 
better than walking on the beach," said Winemiller. Like many 
participants, Winemiller brought his 9-year old daughter who 
picked up trash near the fence line protecting the newly 
planted dune grass. 

He said the timing of Clean the Bay is good. "It's good to 
come out after the first big influx of the summer season...Just 
past Memorial Day is good with all the garbage that gets left 
out here during that first big weekend," said Winemiller. 

Volunteers were finished earlier than the allotted three 
hours because of the large turnout and many took time to 
enjoy the clean beach. The final tally on the clean up at Dam 
Neck was 26 garbage bags, filled with 500 pounds of debris. 

"From a personal standpoint, I really appreciate the help 
because my family and I also like to come out to the beach and 
this makes it so much better," said Winemiller. 
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41. Naval Station Norfolk Hosts Breezy Point Triathlon 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 04 JUN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Josue L. Escobosa, Navy Public Affairs Support 
Element, Norfolk 

NORFOLK, Va. -- More than 600 athletes participated in 
the 21st annual Breezy Point Triathlon hosted on Naval 
Station Norfolk (NSN), June 3. 

The event included active duty and retired service 
members and civilians from the Hampton Roads area. 

"It's pretty neat that people who don't normally get to 
come on base get to come and run on the largest naval station 
in the world," said Brian Sagedy, Breezy Point Triathlon race 
director. "It allows civilians a chance to really interact with 
military people who are our friends, our neighbors and our 
relatives, and it gives us a chance to come and appreciate what 
our military does for us every day." 

Volunteers donated their time through the course of three 
days to set up for the race. Sailors provided security, cleaned 
up the race area and helped direct traffic on the day of the 
event. 

"The base has been incredible," said Sagedy, one of 150 
military and Sailors who volunteered. "The security, the public 

affairs officer and Sailors coming over from the ships to help--
the support has just been incredible." 

The race consisted of a 750 meter swim, 20 kilometer 
bike and 5 kilometer run. Participants from age 15-74 ran the 
course as teams or as individuals. 

"I think it's a great event," said Capt. Mary Jackson, 
commanding officer of Naval Station Norfolk. "It's not only 
good exercise, but it also builds camaraderie." 

The triathlon had more than 200 service members 
participate in the race and it allowed for the Sailors to interact 
with and show NSN to their fellow athletes. 

"It's a great venue," said Kate Derner, a triathlon 
participant. "We don't normally get to see the base, mostly we 
just drive past it, so for us to come on is really nice and it 
helps build a great relationship between the locals and the 
Navy." 
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42. New Defense Chief Calls Current Futenma Relocation Plan "Best" Option 
(KYODO NEWS 05 JUN 12) 

TOKYO -- Satoshi Morimoto, Japan's first 
nonparliamentarian defense minister, said Monday he will 
stick to the government's current plan on relocating a key U.S. 
base within Okinawa Prefecture, calling it the "best" option. 

The plan to move the U.S. Marine Corps' Futenma Air 
Station from a crowded residential area of Ginowan to a less 
densely populated area in Nago remains to date the "best" and 
"appropriate solution," Morimoto said at his inaugural news 
conference. 

Morimoto, a 71-year-old professor at Takushoku 
University's graduate school, vowed to do his best to make up 

for possible shortcomings that may arise from being a 
nonpolitician when dealing with political parties and 
legislators. 

A former member of the Air Self-Defense Force and a 
well-known TV commentator on security issues, Morimoto 
was tapped for his expertise on defense issues, replacing 
lawmaker Naoki Tanaka, who was often blasted by the 
opposition camp for not being well-versed in defense-related 
affairs. 
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NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
43. Marine Chief Tackles Lapses 
Amos will address 'troubling' conduct 
(USA TODAY 05 JUN 12) ... Jim Michaels 

The head of the Marine Corps is embarking on a 
worldwide visit of bases to remind his leaders of the kind of 
conduct he expects following "troubling" lapses in the storied 
discipline of his fighting force. 

Marine Corps Gen. James Amos, the commandant, says a 
decade of war might have led to a slight fraying of the values 
that have been the hallmark of the Corps throughout its 
history. 

The concerns came to a head earlier this year when a 
video circulated on the Internet depicting Marines urinating on 
dead Taliban fighters in Afghanistan. Shortly afterward, a 
photo appeared online of Marine snipers posing next to a flag 
that resembled the Nazi SS symbol. 

"The Marine Corps is not wholesale off the deep end 
here," Amos said in an interview with USA TODAY. But, "I 
am concerned with the public image of the Marine Corps. 
We're called to a higher standard." 

Amos pointed out that the number of Marines involved in 
such incidents are a small fraction of the hundreds of 
thousands of Marines who have served in Iraq and 
Afghanistan over the past decade. 

But he finds the incidents serious enough that he and the 
top enlisted Marine, Sgt. Maj. Micheal Barrett, are traveling to 
Marine installations to address officers and senior non-
commissioned officers about making sure to get "back on true 
north" and focus on accountability and discipline. "It's a big 
deal for us to get out and do this," Amos said. 

The videotaped incidents have been assailed by the 
Afghanistan government for providing the Taliban with a 
recruitment tool. 

Military analysts say the level of misconduct in Iraq and 
Afghanistan is lower than in previous wars. 

"Anytime we go to war these things happen in isolated 
incidents at least," said David Perry, professor of applied 
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ethics at Davidson College and author of a book on military 
ethics. 

But the Internet and portable cameras and phones have 
brought incidents home in unprecedented ways. 

The Marine Corps owes its survival in part to its 
reputation among the American public and Congress as a 
formidable fighting force. It has had to fight off attempts to 
eliminate the force by rival services who say Marines 
duplicate the missions of other military branches. 

Perry said the Marine Corps and other services remain 
popular among the American public despite recent headlines. 

In March, Amos expressed concerns that standards had 
been affected by the recent wars. 

"This conduct is particularly troubling in that it portends a 
lack of discipline and accountability by Marines and 
leadership; we are allowing our standards to erode," Amos 
warned in a letter issued to Marine leaders throughout the 
Corps. 

Amos delivered the message personally to Marine leaders 
he assembled last week at Marine Barracks Washington, 
which was established in 1801 and is the Corps' oldest base. 

"If the American public and Congress ever lose faith in 
us, then we will cease to exist," Amos told the leaders. "We're 
not in that kind of position. 

"As the keeper of the flame I don't ever want to even get 
close," he said. 
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44. Elite Military Forces Are Denied In Bid For Expansion 
(NEW YORK TIMES 05 JUN 12) ... Eric Schmitt 

WASHINGTON — In late April, the military’s Special 
Operations Command presented the State Department and 
Congress with an urgent request for new authority to train and 
equip security forces in places like Yemen and Kenya. 

The request, which included seeking approval to train 
foreign internal security forces that had been off-limits to the 
American military, was the latest effort by the command’s top 
officer, Adm. William H. McRaven, to make it easier for his 
elite forces to respond faster to emerging threats and better 
enable allies to counter the same dangers. 

Given the command’s influence in shaping American 
strategy toward extremism, the proposal seemed to have 
momentum. President Obama and his Pentagon’s leadership 
are tapping Special Operations troops more to hunt militants 
and train foreign security forces in Africa, the Middle East and 
Latin America. And Admiral McRaven is a White House 
favorite, especially after he oversaw the Navy SEAL raid that 
killed Osama bin Laden. 

But in a rare rebuke to the admiral and his command, 
powerful House and Senate officials as well as the State 
Department, and ultimately the deputy cabinet-level aides who 
met at the White House on the issue on May 7, rejected the 
changes. They sent the admiral and his lawyers back to the 
drawing board with orders to use security assistance programs 
already in place, particularly one created last year by Secretary 
of State Hillary Rodham Clinton and the defense secretary at 
the time, Robert M. Gates, for just these types of issues. 

“Right now, anything SOCOM wants they pretty much 
get — they’re hot,” said one senior Congressional aide 
involved in the deliberations, using the command’s nickname. 
“But this was a nonstarter. They were overly zealous.” 

The episode offers a rare window into the sometimes 
uneasy relationship between the powerful Special Operations 
Command, whose dynamic boss, Admiral McRaven, is 
pushing hard to achieve broad changes to his forces, and the 
more traditional interests of Congress, the State Department 
and some top military commanders. In this case, 
Congressional and State Department officials shared the 
command’s goals, but lawmakers said it was moving too fast 
and its request was causing “unnecessary confusion and 
friction.” 

Admiral McRaven’s broad goal is to obtain new authority 
from the Defense Department to move his elite forces faster 
and outside normal Pentagon deployment channels. That 

would give him more autonomy to position his personnel and 
their fighting equipment where intelligence and world events 
indicate they are most needed. It would also allow the Special 
Operations forces to expand their presence in regions where 
they have not operated in large numbers for the past decade, 
especially in Asia, Africa and Latin America. 

At a time of declining Pentagon budgets and a waning 
public appetite for large wars of occupation, the Obama 
administration hopes to rely more on foreign troops and 
security forces to tackle extremist threats abroad. These new 
realities have led to a larger debate within the military about 
its future priorities, and not all senior officers welcome 
Admiral McRaven’s ambitious proposals, suspecting a power 
grab that might weaken the authority of regional commanders. 

“I was trying to figure out how to stand in front of this 
juggernaut that is the Special Operations Command, 
particularly in today’s world,” Adm. Timothy J. Keating, a 
former head of the military’s Northern and Pacific commands, 
said at a Special Operations conference in April in 
Washington. “I don’t fundamentally understand what needs 
fixing.” 

While it is not unusual for branches of the armed services 
or combatant commands to lobby Congress for troop benefits 
or weaponry, like new fighter jets or artillery systems, the 
Special Operations Command’s hurried pitch because of the 
pending legislation did not go down well. 

In its request in April, the command sought a new $25 
million fund to buy uniforms, build barracks and ferry foreign 
troops rather than using existing Pentagon and State 
Department aid programs that could have added months to the 
process. That required changes in the law, so the command 
asked to tuck them into a Pentagon budget bill the House was 
poised to pass. 

In a three-page, confidential draft legislative proposal, the 
command argued that by coupling the proposed changes with 
its existing special fast-track acquisition authorities, it could 
provide “a fast turnaround resource for dealing with breaking 
issues.” Special Operations officers would work closely with 
American ambassadors in each country and the State 
Department to support foreign policy goals. 

The legislative draft filled in some details of a plan 
sketched out for Congress on March 27 by the Pentagon’s top 
civilian Special Operations policy official, Michael A. 
Sheehan. Citing Africa as a prime example, Mr. Sheehan, a 
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West Point graduate who is assistant secretary of defense for 
Special Operations and low-intensity conflict, told the Senate 
Armed Services Committee, “We will need different 
authorities, we will need different types of programs in order 
for us to engage with the range of countries, from Libya down 
through Mali, which is obviously in the middle of chaos right 
now, to Mauritania, all the way — and, quite frankly, all the 
way over to Nigeria.” 

But lawmakers and State Department officials were 
puzzled. Only last year, Mr. Gates and Mrs. Clinton, backed 
by Congress, agreed to pool resources from their two 
departments in a new fund to respond more quickly to counter 
emerging threats from Al Qaeda and other militants in places 
like Yemen and the Horn of Africa. 

The program, the Global Security Contingency Fund, is 
small as government programs go — $250 million a year, 
mostly from the Pentagon — but it is meant to address many 
of the needs the command’s proposal outlined. 

A report accompanying the military budget bill that the 
House approved last month summed up the objections of not 

only lawmakers in the House and Senate, but also high-
ranking administration officials who met on May 7 at the 
White House to work out the dispute. “The committee is 
concerned that the proliferation of similar, overlapping and/or 
competing building partner capacity authorities creates 
unnecessary confusion and friction,” the House report said. 

By last week, whatever tiff existed had been ironed out 
and a solution was in the works, officials on all sides said. 

In a visit to command headquarters in Tampa, Fla., on 
May 23, Mrs. Clinton extolled the newly forged ties between 
diplomats and commandos. “We need Special Operations 
forces who are as comfortable drinking tea with tribal leaders 
as raiding a terrorist compound,” she said. “We also need 
diplomats and development experts who understand modern 
warfare and are up to the job of being your partners.” 

Admiral McRaven took pains the next day at a news 
conference to quash any fears of bureaucratic end runs. 
“We’re not recommending anything,” he said, “that goes 
around the State Department.” 
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45. U.S. Navy Surgeon General Heralds Scientific Collaboration At Brain Mapping World Congress 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 04 JUN 12) ... U.S. Navy Bureau of Medicine and Surgery Public Affairs 

TORONTO, Canada -- The U.S. Navy's surgeon general 
and chief of the Bureau of Medicine and Surgery discussed 
advancements in battlefield casualty care and their 
contribution to the global body of medical knowledge at the 
9th Annual World Congress of the Society of Brain Mapping 
and Therapeutics (SBMT) June 2. 

SBMT is a non-profit society that seeks to improve the 
diagnosis, treatment and rehabilitation of patients afflicted 
with neurological disorders. 

Vice Adm. Matthew L. Nathan, told an audience of more 
than 100 experts in the field of neuroscience that while the 
U.S. military has made significant medical advancements over 
the past decade of combat operations, continued collaboration 
with civilian medical experts was critical to meet the ongoing 
needs of veterans and their families. 

"We are on the cutting edge but we have much to learn," 
said Nathan. "We have just started to scratch the surface in the 
field of neuroscience so conferences like this are vital as there 
may be someone out there working diligently to build a better 
mousetrap. Collaboration will be key is bringing those 
advancements forward." 

Nathan stated that medical research and development 
conducted by the military, private sector scientists, non-
profits, and academia will be the "game changers" that will 
influence how patients are treated tomorrow and into the 
future. 

"If you look at number of veterans returning from 
Afghanistan, there will be a large number of personnel who 
will need assistance in the years to come," said Nathan. "We 
have a moral imperative to take care of these folks. We need a 
game changer." 

During his presentation, Nathan said that the continuum 
of care for combat casualties is unmatched with a survivability 
rate today of approximately 97 percent. He told the audience 
that the average time from when a patient receives near-mortal 
wounds on the battlefield until they arrive at an intensive care 
unit in the United States is three to five days as compared to 

45-60 days during World War II. He credited this 
advancement to the principled cooperation of the Navy, Air 
Force and Army medical teams. 

Nathan noted research developments in theater programs 
to treat traumatic brain injuries and post-traumatic stress 
including the first-ever deployment of Magnetic Resonance 
Imaging (MRI) scanners to a combat theater in Afghanistan. 
He also discussed the military research in regenerative 
medicine where scientists are exploring how to regrow limbs 
to assist wounded warriors who have suffered amputations. 

"We have to set up a collaborative network to get this 
research to the forefront and change the game with regards to 
helping our personnel and their families recover from their 
injuries," said Nathan. "What we learn here during this 
conference and many like it will lead to the game changing 
ideas that will help the injuries of tomorrow." 

The United States military, and especially the U.S. Navy, 
has a long history of medical research. Dating back to 1853 
when the U.S. Congress created the first Naval Medical 
Research facility in Brooklyn, New York. Navy Medicine has 
10 medical research laboratories located in the U.S. and 
overseas, focusing on programs as wide ranging as population 
based medicine and epidemiology, aviation, submarine, 
directed energy, toxicology, emerging infectious disease 
evaluations, combat casualty care, diving medicine and many 
more areas. 

Other conference speakers included Canadian Surgeon 
General, Commodore Hans W. Jung Kirsty Duncan, member 
of Canadian Parliament and numerous international experts in 
the field of neuroscience. 

The Annual world Congress of SBMT is a multi-
disciplinary forum designed to facilitate the sharing of 
technological and medical advances and scientific discovery. 
The attendees are a mixture of neurosurgeons, radiologists, 
neurologists, psychiatrists, rehabilitation medicine, 
cardiologists, oncologists, bioethicists, policy makers, 
government officials, engineers, physicists, neuroscience, stem 
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cell scientists, Bio-technologists, nano technologists, computer 
scientists, allied healthcare professionals, healthcare 
executives, students, post-docs, residents and fellows. The 

2012 World Congress is jointly supported by the U.S., 
Canadian and French governments, as well as many prominent 
U.S., French and Canadian universities and institutions. 
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46. Multiple Amputations From IEDs Increase 
Fear rises with every step, hurt Marine says 
(USA TODAY 05 JUN 12) ... Gregg Zoroya 

BETHESDA, Md. -- American troops are suffering more 
extensive physical damage -- measured in lost arms and legs -- 
to buried explosives in Afghanistan than ever before, 
according to data collected by the Army Surgeon General's 
office. 

This year through May, 60% of all combat amputation 
casualties in Afghanistan -- 31 of 52 cases -- were troops who 
lost two, three or four limbs, according to statistics. The vast 
majority are caused by makeshift bombs known as improvised 
explosive devices, or IEDs, the Army says. 

In 2009, about one in four combat amputations involved 
multiple limb-loss. That increased to one in three in 2010 and 
nearly one in two last year, when there were a record 225 
amputation cases in Afghanistan. Half of the six American 
servicemembers left quadruple amputees during 10 years of 
war in Iraq and Afghanistan, suffered their wounds this year, 
data show. 

Two lethal trends in Taliban bombmaking are larger 
explosives targeting U.S. foot patrols and bombs that have less 
metal and are more difficult to find with detection devices, 
says the Army and the Joint IED Defeat Organization, or 
JIEDDO, the Pentagon's lead agency for combating makeshift 
bombs. 

"The blast is so devastating. You definitely see the more 
complex wounding," says Army Maj. Gen. Richard Thomas, 
who served as surgeon general to U.S. Forces in Afghanistan 
for several months ending in February. 

Marine Lance Cpl. Sean Adams, 19, of Gainesville, Ga., 
lost both legs, and his right arm and both hands were maimed 
in a blast Feb. 10 in Helmand province. A combat engineer 
who was leading a patrol with a metal detector, he walked 
onto an IED buried in a narrow goat path without realizing it. 

It's "not even a split-second. You got a pressure hitting 
your body. It's just crazy," says Adams, recuperating here at 
the Walter Reed National Military Medical Center. "Any time 
you take a step out there, it's like, 'Oh my God, am I about to 
step on a pressure plate or something?' just because it's so 
packed with IEDs." 

Military doctors studying wound patterns say it's too early 
to tell whether this increase in severity will continue. 

"It is a trend and certainly a trend worth watching," says 
Army Col. Jeffrey Bailey, director of the Pentagon's program 
for improving casualty care. 

The military has responded by placing more highly skilled 
medical personnel on helicopters that retrieve wounded 
servicemembers from the battlefield, including critical care 
nurses from the Army and doctors and nurse anesthetists from 
the Air Force. 

"We believe that by placing this higher-level medical 
capability farther forward faster, that we will be able to save 
the lives of more of these servicemembers," says Brig. Gen. 
Bart Iddins, Air Force air mobility command surgeon. 
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OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
47. Is America Pivoting To Asia Fast Enough? 
Defense Secretary Panetta has put some muscle behind the Obama administration's Pacific ambitions. But 
will a few more ships really be enough to stare down China? 
(FOREIGN POLICY 04 JUN 12) ... James Holmes 

Over the weekend, U.S. Secretary of Defense Leon 
Panetta delivered his first keynote address at the Shangri-La 
Dialogue in Singapore, an annual convention that hosts top 
defense officials from Asia-Pacific nations. 

Last year, the talk focused on allegations of Chinese 
aggression against Vietnamese survey vessels near the Spratly 
Islands, and sparks flew as China's Defense Minister Liang 
Guanglie spiritedly defended Beijing's conduct. This year, 
Liang was a no-show, and all eyes were on Panetta as he laid 
out the U.S. military's plans for putting some muscle behind 
the Obama administration's much-heralded "pivot" to Asia, 
unveiled by Secretary of State Hillary Clinton in Foreign 
Policy last November. 

Panetta used his bully pulpit to reaffirm American resolve 
in maritime Asia. Despite budgetary headwinds, he said, 
Washington will "rebalance" forces to keep faith with regional 
allies like the Philippines. It will remain the self-appointed 

guardian of the regional commons -- the seas and skies beyond 
the jurisdiction of any coastal state, where seafaring nations 
carry on commerce and project military power. Now as for 
many decades, command of the commons is the substructure 
on which U.S. strategy is built. 

In material terms, though, the slow-motion redeployment 
of naval forces Panetta foresees will be a rather modest affair -
- the buzz among media commentators notwithstanding (one 
distinguished pundit took note of the change of terminology 
from "pivot" to "rebalancing" before concluding, "Whatever it 
is, it's big."). Whether it's enough to keep pace with swiftly 
changing circumstances in the greater Asia-Pacific region -- in 
particular China's rise to maritime eminence -- remains to be 
seen. 

The Pentagon's budget draft, the defense secretary 
declared, marks "the first in what will be a sustained series of 
investments and strategic decisions to strengthen our military 
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capabilities in the Asia-Pacific region." He advised the 
conference's high-level participants to judge "the full measure 
of our security presence and our security commitment," not 
just by the number of hulls in the U.S. Pacific Fleet but by the 
gee-whiz technology boasted by U.S. ships and warplanes. 
Each new generation of weaponry is far more potent than the 
one that came before, he rightly noted. Raw numbers can 
mislead. 

Regional audiences should also measure the United 
States' resolve by its visibility in the region, he said -- showing 
up is half the battle. "Over the next few years," vouchsafed 
Panetta, "we will increase the number and the size of our 
exercises in the Pacific." The Navy will step up port visits not 
just in the Pacific but in the Indian Ocean. 

But the big news was in the numbers the defense secretary 
affixed to his remarks. By 2020, he announced, "the Navy will 
reposture its forces from today's roughly 50/50 percent split 
between the Pacific and the Atlantic to about a 60/40 split 
between those oceans. That will include six aircraft carriers ... 
a majority of our cruisers, destroyers, Littoral Combat Ships 
[LCSs], and submarines." The navy's goal is to field "about 
300" battle-force ships total, slightly more than the current 
285-ship inventory. Panetta's plan thus equates to reassigning 
around 30 ships to the U.S. Pacific Fleet over the next eight 
years. 

Will it be enough? Under the 2007 U.S. Maritime 
Strategy -- a Bush-era directive that the Obama administration 
has let stand -- the U.S. Navy, Marine Corps, and Coast Guard 
vow to stage "credible combat power" in the Western Pacific 
and Indian Ocean for the foreseeable future. By that the 
strategy's framers mean the capacity to "impose local sea 
control wherever necessary ... by ourselves if we must." The 
Navy remains the two-ocean navy it has been since World 
War II. But the second ocean is now the Indian Ocean -- not 
the Atlantic, the Mediterranean Sea, or other familiar 
expanses. Washington reserves the right to take command of 
Asian waters at times and places of its choosing. 

Which raises two related questions. One, which tenth of 
the Navy will move to the Pacific? Nearly 60 percent of the 
submarine fleet already calls Pacific seaports home, as part of 
a redeployment that commenced in 2006. One aircraft carrier 
will transfer to the Pacific Fleet. That's only a few hulls, which 
implies that surface combatants -- the cruisers, destroyers, and 
Littoral Combat Ships Panetta catalogued -- will comprise 
most of the newcomers to the Pacific Fleet. A contingent 
heavy on cruisers and destroyers -- vessels sporting the Aegis 
radar/fire-control system and scores of guided missiles -- 
would pack a far meaner punch than a force with a large 
proportion of LCSs. 

The LCS is a lightly built, lightly armed man-of-war. It 
performs a single mission at a time -- anything from 
antisubmarine warfare to clearing sea mines. The Navy hopes 
to acquire 55 of them, constituting a significant share of a 300-
ship Navy. Four of these small ships will forward-deploy to 
Singapore at any given time, while eight may reportedly be 
stationed in the Persian Gulf. That's a dozen total. An old 
Navy rule of thumb holds that the fleet needs three ships to 
keep one on station. One is at sea. The second is working up 
for deployment. The third is in a shipyard undergoing 
overhaul and completely unavailable. 

Multiply by three, and this rough-and-ready formula 
implies that 30-40 LCSs will join the Pacific Fleet over time. 
How much combat power that represents is debatable. The 
LCS has important diplomatic uses but is not designed to go in 
harm's way against enemy battle fleets. "These are not large 
surface combatants that are going to sail into the South China 
Sea and challenge the Chinese military; that's not what they're 
made for," conceded Admiral Jonathan Greenert, the chief of 
naval operations and America's top naval officer, in April. 

As Panetta observed in Singapore, counting ships while 
overlooking the hardware installed in them can be deceptive. 
Credible combat power vis-à-vis pirates in speedboats -- the 
kind of mission for which the LCS is ideally suited -- is 
different from credible combat power against China's People's 
Liberation Army Navy. In short, a lighter force may be 
suitable for noncombat missions like counterpiracy or 
counterproliferation, but not for slugging it out in a sea fight. 
What mix of vessels the Navy earmarks for the Pacific Fleet 
will say much about the efficacy of Panetta's redeployment. 

The second question: Why concentrate just 60 percent of 
the Navy in the vastness of the "Indo-Pacific" theater, when -- 
judging from the Maritime Strategy -- the U.S. Navy, Marine 
Corps, and Coast Guard service chiefs consider the Atlantic 
Ocean a safe expanse? Why not more? 

Apart from a nagging piracy problem in the Gulf of 
Guinea, off the west coast of Africa, it's hard to name a serious 
threat in the Atlantic Fleet's area of responsibility. Why not 
reserve most of the lightweight LCS fleet for Atlantic service, 
along with an amphibious ready group to respond when 
natural disasters or humanitarian emergencies strike? Such a 
naval package would match the "permissive," relatively 
nonthreatening strategic environment there while freeing 
heavy ships for the increasingly competitive Asian theater. 

As Panetta noted, it's standard practice to divide the U.S. 
Navy into symmetrical fleets. That is, they're roughly equal in 
numbers and capability. That tradition may have outlived its 
usefulness. A two-ocean navy need not be composed of 
identical fleets. And if something truly dire happens in the 
Atlantic, generating demand for heavy forces, Pacific Fleet 
units can always "swing" back through the Panama Canal. 

The Pentagon, then, can rebalance the Navy by 
unbalancing it. The Atlantic Fleet need not be a smaller carbon 
copy of the Pacific Fleet. Tradeoffs and risk management are 
nothing new. Indeed, such an asymmetric arrangement would 
be a throwback to the Navy's pre-World War II history, before 
the nation chose to invest in a stand-alone navy for each coast. 

As late as 1914, three masters of American sea power -- 
ex-President Theodore Roosevelt, former Naval War College 
President Alfred Thayer Mahan, and Assistant Secretary of the 
Navy Franklin Roosevelt -- debated where to position the 
unified U.S. battle fleet during World War I. They concluded 
it should drop anchor in the Pacific. European navies were 
evacuating those waters to wage war at home. Japan might 
seize the opportunity to make mischief. A rump force could 
guard U.S. interests in the Atlantic while the battle fleet plied 
the Pacific as a deterrent. 

Debates like this one were commonplace before the age 
of the two-ocean Navy. The Navy's past thus may be its 
future. Will it? Much depends on China's naval ascent. If 
Beijing exercises restraint, it can soothe misgivings in 
Washington and Asian capitals. Barring an overbearing 
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Chinese threat that demands a swift response, there's 
something to be said for the kind of slow, resolute change to 
the Asian strategic equilibrium Panetta envisions. It avoids 
unduly alarming friends, bystanders -- and prospective 
antagonists. 

Dramatic change would also require the U.S. naval 
leadership to make a mental leap. After seven decades, the 
two-ocean construct is embedded in U.S. Navy strategy, 
operations, and bureaucratic routine. It's hard to jettison time-
honored practices unless forced to do it. 

The Navy aside, "Europe first" has a long pedigree in 
American foreign policy. A determined constituency defends 
it. In May, Council on Foreign Relations pundit Leslie Gelb 

celebrated -- perhaps prematurely -- the pivot's demise. Giving 
the order to allocate forces unevenly between the Atlantic and 
Pacific fleets -- beyond a 40/60 split -- would be a political 
decision of enormous moment for any president. It would 
stoke pushback like Gelb's, magnified a thousandfold. Why 
bother unless absolutely necessary? 

From a political standpoint, it's far easier to adjust U.S. 
deployment patterns gradually as circumstances warrant. More 
abrupt -- or more menacing -- change in the Indo-Pacific 
would clear minds. And that would clear the obstacles to more 
dramatic action. China should take note. 

James Holmes is an associate professor of strategy at the 
Naval War College. 
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48. Still LOST At Sea 
Reagan wouldn't sign the Law of the Sea Treaty. What was bad for the U.S. then is bad now. 
(LOS ANGELES TIMES 05 JUN 12) ... Edwin Meese III 

President Reagan so strongly opposed the United Nations 
Convention on the Law of the Sea that he didn't just not sign 
the treaty. He very publicly refused to sign it. He also 
dismissed the State Department staff that helped negotiate it. 
And in case anyone didn't get the message, he sent special 
envoy Donald Rumsfeld on a globe-trotting mission to explain 
his opposition and urge other nations to follow suit. 

How odd, then, to hear proponents of the convention (also 
known as the Law of the Sea Treaty, or LOST) insist that 
Reagan would gladly sign on today. To hear them tell it, the 
Gipper's reservations were few, minor and subsequently taken 
care of in a 1994 agreement now incorporated in the treaty. 

But with the treaty again under consideration by the 
Senate, it's important to note that Reagan's objections to it 
were anything but trivial. In his view, articulated long before 
he entered the Oval Office, its fatal flaw was as great as it was 
simple: LOST posed a direct threat to American sovereignty. 

In a 1978 radio address titled "Ocean Mining," he asserted 
that "no nat[ional] interest of ours could justify handing 
sovereign control of two-thirds of the Earth's surface over to 
the Third World." He added: "No one has ruled out the idea of 
a [Law of the Sea] treaty -- one which makes sense -- but after 
long years of fruitless negotiating, it became apparent that the 
underdeveloped nations who now control the General 
Assembly were looking for a free ride at our expense, again." 

What had begun as an effort to codify certain navigational 
rights had, during the course of extended negotiations, 
morphed into a "constitution for the oceans" that would push 
nations further along the road to a world government. Of 
particular concern was Part XI of the treaty, which created 
supra-national executive, legislative and judicial mechanisms 
to regulate the mineral resources of the world's oceans. 

One of these institutions -- the International Seabed 
Authority -- is assigned the power to regulate deep seabed 
mining and development on the extended continental shelf. In 
return for "assuring" those rights, the ISA would receive 
royalties from gas and oil exploration. Those revenues would 
then be redistributed to poorer countries. 

Those who claim that the U.S. is out of step with LOST 
need to know that in 1983, after rejecting the treaty, Reagan 
issued an "ocean policy statement" affirming the U.S. intent to 
abide by most of the pact's provisions, such as navigational 
rights. After all, most of them merely recapitulate rights 

established by customary international law. Reagan's 
statement also proclaimed that the U.S. had a 200-nautical-
mile "exclusive economic zone" in conformity with the treaty. 
No foreign nation has challenged the existence or breadth of 
that U.S. zone. 

The statement specifically took exception to the treaty's 
deep seabed mining provisions. Some have claimed those 
provisions were the only ones that troubled Reagan. But his 
diary entry of June 29, 1982, makes it clear that the problems 
went far beyond that: "Decided in [National Security Council] 
meeting -- will not sign 'Law of the Sea' treaty even without 
seabed mining provisions." 

After taking office, the Reagan administration tried for 
months to negotiate extensive changes in the draft treaty. But 
the effort failed to produce a document the president could 
sign. 

The man who tried to renegotiate the treaty was 
Ambassador James Malone. In 1984, he explained why 
Reagan considered LOST to be unacceptable: "The treaty's 
provisions were intentionally designed to promote a new 
world order -- a form of global collectivism ... that seeks 
ultimately the redistribution of the world's wealth through a 
complex system of manipulative central economic planning 
and bureaucratic coercion." 

Eleven years later, Malone declared: "This remains the 
case today." Despite the claims that the 1994 agreement 
"fixed" the offending deep seabed provisions, the "new and 
improved" pact remained fundamentally objectionable. 

As senators ponder the treaty yet again, they would do 
well to consider the question: What, exactly, do we gain by 
joining LOST? In the most recent Senate hearing, Sen. Chris 
Coons (D-Del.) asked Gen. Martin Dempsey, chairman of the 
Joint Chiefs: "Does failure to ratify this treaty ... in any way 
compromise the ability of the United States to project force 
around the world, to support and sustain our allies...? Are we 
at risk as a result of failure to ratify this treaty?" 

Dempsey's response boiled down to "no." 
"Our ability to project force will not deteriorate," he said, 

if we refrain from ratifying the treaty. 
Why risk sacrificing U.S. sovereignty under the treaty if it 

makes us no more secure? After all, what initially established 
and still ensures freedom of navigation under international law 
is naval power. To secure navigational freedom, territorial 
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rights and all national and international interests addressed in 
LOST, we must maintain the strength of the U.S. Navy, not 
look to an anachronistic pact that is intent on advancing a one-
world agenda. 

Edwin Meese III, U.S. attorney general in the Reagan 
administration, is chairman of the Center for Legal and 
Judicial Studies at the Heritage Foundation. 
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49. Common Sense Lost At Sea 
Ratification of treaty would put U.S. offshore assets up for grabs 
(WASHINGTON TIMES 04 JUN 12) ... Frank J. Gaffney Jr. 

In recent days, top U.S. Cabinet officers have traveled 
around the world on high-profile diplomatic missions. 
Ironically, in the process of Secretary of State Hillary Rodham 
Clinton’s visit to the Arctic Circle and Defense Secretary Leon 
E. Panetta’s travels in Asia, they both undercut the case for the 
U.N. Law of the Sea Treaty - one they had made jointly in 
testimony before the Senate Foreign Relations Committee. 

Mrs. Clinton took part in a meeting of the Arctic Council, 
whose eight members have territory in that region. Of these, 
just five - Russia, Canada, Norway, Denmark’s Greenland and 
the United States - have coasts on the Arctic Ocean and 
therefore are able to claim rights to offshore resources. 

To be sure, the secretary of state used the occasion of 
joining the other Arctic nations to forge a regionwide search-
and-rescue agreement to express the Obama administration’s 
commitment to the Law of the Sea Treaty. She assured her 
colleagues that the president is determined to overcome 
opposition in the Senate and the country in order to get the 
treaty ratified. 

Still, this search-and-rescue agreement suggests the 
obvious: It is far easier to achieve understandings in a group of 
eight - or, better yet, five - nations that have similar, if not 
identical, interests and a shared understanding of the stakes 
than among a group of 150-plus nations, most of which do not. 
If that is true for an accord governing assistance to downed 
planes and ships lost at sea, it surely is the case when it comes 
to the disposition of potentially many billions of dollars worth 
of undersea oil and gas deposits. 

Meanwhile, our defense secretary was off in Asia trying 
to shore up America’s alliances in the region without actually 
saying that China is a threat that needs to be countered there. 
So he eschewed the president’s much-touted strategic “pivot” 
from the Middle East and South Asia to the South China Sea - 
supposedly involving a move in force to parry the People's 
Republic of China’s aspirations for hegemony. Instead, Mr. 
Panetta employed less-offensive terms such as “rebalancing” 
and made commitments about a future U.S. presence in the 
theater that were deeply discounted in light of ongoing and 
forthcoming sharp cuts in defense spending. 

It happens that Mr. Panetta’s enthusiasm for the Law of 
the Sea Treaty tracks with the Obama administration’s public 
efforts to lowball the dangers posed by China’s increasingly 
aggressive behavior toward our Asian friends and allies, and 
its growing capacity to act coercively because of its growing 
military capabilities. He and, surprisingly, even senior Navy 
and other military officers who should know better seem to 
think that if only the United States were a party to the Law of 

the Sea Treaty, international law would tame the Chinese 
dragon. 

As one of the nation’s most astute China hands, Gordon 
G. Chang, noted recently in his column at World Affairs 
Journal: “Although Beijing ratified the [Law of the Sea] pact 
in June 1996, it continues to issue maps claiming the entire 
South China Sea. That claim is, among other things, 
incompatible with the treaty’s rules. It’s no wonder Beijing 
notified the U.N. in 2006 that it would not accept international 
arbitration of its sovereignty claims.” 

Just as common sense argues for using bilateral or, at 
most, five-party forums to establish arrangements governing 
the Arctic Ocean’s resources, it strongly militates against 
allowing the United States to be bound to a treaty whose core 
provisions (i.e., those governing limitations on territorial 
claims and mandatory dispute resolutions) already are being 
serially violated by communist China. 

On May 9, Mr. Panetta nonetheless asserted, “By moving 
off the sidelines, by sitting at the table of nations that have 
acceded to this treaty, we can defend our interests, we can lead 
the discussions, we will be able to influence those treaty 
bodies that develop and interpret the Law of the Sea.” That is 
simply not so if, as is true of the Law of the Sea Treaty’s 
various institutions, we would have but one seat among many, 
and no certainty that we can decisively “influence bodies that 
develop and interpret the Law of the Sea.” 

In fact, thanks to the rigged-game nature of those 
institutions, such bodies can be relied upon to hamstring us by, 
for example, applying environmental regulations over which 
we have no control to our Navy’s anti-submarine warfare 
exercises and our domestic emissions into inland air and water 
that migrates to the international oceans. 

Meanwhile, the Chinese will get away with choosing 
which rules they will abide by and which they won’t. Mr. 
Chang puts it this way: “[China] is … a signatory to the 
nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty, but remains a notorious 
nuclear proliferator, and it is a member of the World Trade 
Organization, yet brazenly disregards its trade obligations. 
And U.N. sanctions? China openly violates those too, even 
though it is one of the five permanent members of the Security 
Council.” 

In short, the Obama administration wants senators to 
suspend common sense and ignore real and legitimate 
concerns about the deleterious impact of the Law of the Sea 
Treaty on our sovereignty, economic interests and potentially 
even the national security. Will 34 senators have enough 
common sense to just say “no”? 
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BBLLOOGGSS::  
50. EXCERPTS FROM BLOGS AROUND THE WORLD 
(PUBLISHED 01 – 04 JUN 12) 

 
The Battle of Midway – 70 Years by ADM J.C. Harvey 

Jr. from Fleet Forces Command Blog, June 1 
June 4th marks the 70th anniversary of the start of the 

Battle of Midway – a significant victory for our Navy which 
ultimately marked one of the significant turning points of the 
war in the Pacific. 

The Battle of Midway is not just a story about ships and 
aircraft; the real story is about the people who fought, the 
pilots who flew the planes and the Sailors who manned the 
ships. And it was our Sailors’ ability to make tough decisions 
in the midst of tremendous uncertainty and profound risk that 
would give us victory at Midway. Virtually every decision in 
this great battle would prove to be absolutely critical to the 
outcome. 

The Spruance Decision 
On the morning of 4 June, then LT Howard P. Ady, Jr., 

while flying a patrol in his PBY-5A, first spotted a single 
aircraft on a course to Midway. His first report on the enemy 
early that morning (one word: “Aircraft”) was soon followed 
by more detailed reports: 

0534 “Enemy Carriers” 
0540 “ED 180 sight 320” 
0552 “Two carriers and main body of ships, carriers in 

front, course 135, speed 25” 
ADM Spruance was closely following these reports and 

had begun steaming toward the Japanese Fleet to reduce the 
distance required for an attack. The Japanese aircraft were 
returning to their carriers after their strikes on Midway. 
Spruance initially planned to launch planes from the carriers 
ENTERPRISE and HORNET at 0900 from a range of less 
than 100 miles, but realized that if he could get his air wings 
airborne quickly enough, his planes would be in a position to 
strike the Japanese carriers while their aircraft were still 
exposed on deck. 

Accordingly, Spruance ordered an all-out attack and 
started launching aircraft at 0700 – a full two hours early – 
and at maximum range from the enemy. The decision to go 
“all in” and strike early came with significant risk but would, 
without a doubt, prove to be the single most important 
decision of the entire battle (and one of the most important 
decisions of the war). Had the Japanese been given time to 
refuel and rearm their aircraft, and keep their carriers on the 
move, the outcome of the battle could have certainly been 
much different. 

The “McCluskey Moment” 
Our attack on the Japanese Fleet did not start off well. 15 

TBD Devastators – an obsolete aircraft at this point in the war 
– from HORNET’s Torpedo Squadron EIGHT (VT-8) were 
the first to reach the Japanese Fleet. VT-8 attempted to attack 
the carrier SORYU (shortly after 0915), but didn’t stand a 
chance against the superior Japanese ZERO fighter plane; it 
was over before it even began. Every plane from VT-8 was 
quickly shot down and only one crewman survived – Ensign 
George Gay. Moreover, not one torpedo hit its mark and our 
initial attack had tragically failed. 

Next to attack were 14 TBD Devastators from 
ENTERPRISE’s Torpedo Squadron SIX (VT-6). The aircraft 

set their sights on the Japanese carrier KAGA, but in the end 
lost ten aircraft and didn’t score a single hit on the ship. 

Our next wave of attack came from Torpedo Squadron 
THREE (VT-3) of the YORKTOWN. VT-3 was the only 
torpedo squadron to attack with a fighter squadron – six F4-F 
Wildcats from Fighter Squadron THREE. The fighter cover 
wasn’t enough to protect the torpedo squadron and in the end, 
only two of the Devastators returned. 

At this point, 41 of our TBD Devastators from three 
different squadrons had engaged the enemy and only six 
returned. Worse, we had not hit a single Japanese ship. 

Before proceeding further, at this point, we have to pause 
and pay special tribute to the courage and heroism of the pilots 
and aircrew of the three torpedo squadrons making the initial 
attacks on the Japanese Fleet. These men flew into 
overwhelming opposition, low and slow on their torpedo drop 
runs, knowing their chance of survival was virtually nil. Every 
single pilot pressed home their attacks. Their example of 
devotion to duty, steadfastness and courage has never been 
surpassed. 

But the tide would soon change. LCDR Clarence Wade 
McCluskey, Air Group Commander of ENTERPRISE, was 
leading the carrier’s 32 SBD Dauntless dive bombers to the 
location where he expected to find the Japanese Fleet. Upon 
reaching the position and finding nothing but empty ocean, 
McCluskey was at a critical decision point (the “McCluskey 
Moment”!). He had burned more than half of his fuel 
searching for the Japanese Fleet and knew that if he continued 
on, it would certainly be a one-way trip for his group of dive-
bombers. But he also knew that there was very little time left 
before the Japanese scout planes would find our ships and 
effectively eliminate the element of surprise on which 
Spruance had so heavily gambled. 

McCluskey made the decision to continue searching for 
the Japanese carriers. A few minutes later, just as two of his 
dive-bombers had run out of fuel and were forced to ditch in 
the ocean, he spotted the wake of a ship that turned out to be 
the destroyer ARASHII. ARASHII had engaged USS 
NAUTILUS with depth charges and was heading back to the 
Japanese carrier force. McCluskey, dangerously low on fuel, 
had a hunch and made the decision to follow the destroyer. A 
few minutes later he found the Japanese Fleet. 

McCluskey quickly divided his dive-bombers into two 
groups and ordered VB-6 to attack the carrier AKAGI and 
VS-6 the carrier KAGA. The dive-bombers dove on their 
targets and hit after hit sealed the fate of the two flat tops. At 
the same time, dive-bombers from YORKTOWN’s VB-3 
were wreaking complete havoc on the carrier SORYU. In just 
under six minutes, three of the four Japanese carriers at 
Midway were destroyed and the course of the war in the 
Pacific was dramatically altered. 

There were many important decisions made during the 
Battle of Midway that contributed to the outcome of the battle 
(and ultimately the war in the Pacific). Each and every one of 
our Sailors – from ADM Spruance down to the crew in the 
bowels of YORKTOWN fighting to save their ship – had to 
make immediate decisions (their own “McCluskey Moment”) 
that carried significant consequences. 
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As we commemorate this significant battle and honor the 
memory of those who fought, we must never forget that it was 
our Sailors, who through great courage and tenacity, took on a 
much larger force – a well-trained, well-equipped and combat-
experienced Japanese Battle Fleet – and won a remarkable 
victory against great odds. 

When all is said and done, at Midway, Guadalcanal, Leyte 
Gulf and Okinawa and countless other desperate actions 
fought in World War II and wherever our Navy has fought 
since then, it’s always about our Sailors and how they stood 
tall at the moment of truth. 

 
Midway 70 Years Later and the Dauntless on My Desk 

by Steeljawscribe, June 4 
In every battle there is a moment when the combatants, 

and the world, seem to catch their breath. It is a fleeting 
moment, lost in the blink of an eye. But in that same blink, 
everything changes. Such moments are borne of desperation, 
of courage, of plain dumb luck. But they are pivotal – for what 
was before is forever changed afterwards. – SJS 

Of the 200-some odd models that populate my study and 
other places around the house, there is but one on my desk. It 
isn’t a plane that I have flown (though not for a lack of desire), 
nor is it even one I have had a working relationship with when 
I was on active duty. Indeed, it is one I have yet to even see in 
person except in a museum. That plane? It is an SBD-3 
Dauntless – but not just any Dauntless. It is in the colors and 
markings of the VB-5 “Black B1” Dauntless flown by LT 
Dick Best at Midway. The reasons I have it there are manifold 
and it serves as a daily reminder thereto and are compiled and 
summed below. 

“As you know, you go to war with the Army you have. 
They’re not the Army you might want or wish to have at a 
later time.” – Former Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld, 
December 2004 

The Navy in 1942 was very much that kind of Navy — 
the one “you have.” Ships and aircraft that were in transition 
from an earlier age of technology and warfighting that hadn’t 
quite got the kinks worked out, whose replacements that did 
were still on the drafting boards or just now beginning 
construction and were months, if not years away from combat. 
Tactics that had been developed by “disruptive” innovators 
that had, as yet, to be fully tested in battle. A command 
structure that suddenly found itself engaged in worldwide fleet 
and joint operations. In light of these conditions, several 
actions had to occur prior to 4 June 1942 to enable the 
American victory at Midway. 

Command and Planning. A theater commander, not a 
remote staff in Washington, needed to run the war in his 
theater at the operational level and below. Nimitz understood 
his forces and his commanders. He knew what kind of a thin 
line by which they hung and yet he trusted his task force 
commanders and their subordinates to be both aggressive and 
calculating in carrying the fight to the enemy, as epitomized in 
his OPORD for the coming battle: 

“In carrying out the task assigned … you will be 
governed by the principle of calculated risk, which you shall 
interpret to mean the avoidance of exposure of our forces 
without good prospect on inflicting, as a result of such 
exposure, greater damage on the enemy.” 

In studied contrast to the run-up for the attack on Pearl 
Harbor, Japanese planning for Midway was poorly thought 
out, egregiously evaluated and gamed and haphazardly 
executed (cf: the entire submarine picket plan). Indeed, it was 
put together and executed in such a toxic atmosphere of 
arrogance and bluster that even when one of the final wargame 
sessions showed American forces gaining an upper-hand 
because of gaps in the air search pattern, referees for the 
wargame manipulated the environment and other factors to 
bring about a successful conclusion for Kido Butai. As for 
dealing with changing factors at sea, commanders were loath 
to step outside the boundaries of the plan and demonstrate 
initiative. In studied contrast were the actions of the 
Americans from Nimitz’s orders based on calculated risk to 
Dick Best’s last minute change in targets. Curiously, the 
Japanese in planning a double prong approach with the 
diversionary strike at the Aleutians also broke one of their 
founding principles of concentration of forces. By diverting 
forces on a mission of questionable value and success for 
territory that would prove to be exceptionally harsh on man 
and machine they gained little, if any strategic value outside of 
propaganda for an overly wrought plan of entrapment. 

One other, not inconsiderable item was the quality of 
intelligence and analysis provided, especially that of the 
cryptological staff hand-picked and led by CDR Joe Rochefort 
and LCDR Ed Layton. Much is made of the means by which 
they tricked the Japanese into revealing Midway as the 
intended target, thereby allowing Nimitz and Spruance to 
position the numerically smaller U.S. forces to gain maximum 
advantage in the coming fight. Yet, again, one doesn’t just 
snap the fingers and wish this into existence. Rochefort and 
Layton were in this position because of recognition by their 
leaders, early in their respective careers as JOs of a particular 
or unique set of skills that needed to be developed and 
nurtured – skills that didn’t conform to what passed for the 
“traditional” career path and so incurred some risk on the part 
of the two officers in embarking on the same – especially in 
the fiscally austere climate of the late 20’s and 30’s. 
Additionally, both officers spent time in country learning their 
Japanese language skills, underscoring the concept of 
understanding a culture and its nuances in addition to learning 
a language. In time, this understanding paid dividends as 
Nimitz encouraged Rochefort to think like the Japanese 
commander. All too often in the “modern” Navy we find such 
persons are marginalized and squirreled away in a niche – 
many times as terminal O-4/O-5s because their utility and 
talents are poorly understood, ineffectually applied and careers 
haphazardly managed. So much so that when an intelligence 
gap is revealed, the system goes overboard and fills numerical 
gaps while papering over the quality ones. I have to wonder, 
even today, how many are given over to a full, deep study of 
China – language, history and culture, to arrive at a fuller 
appreciation of Chinese strategic thought and execution. 

Flexibility and Adaptation to Changing Conditions. 
American plans for coordinated/supporting attacks on the 
Japanese were quite literally shot to hell with missed 
rendezvous, difficulty in locating the CVs and key elements 
(e.g., the torpedo attack) failing as it was cut to pieces by Kido 
Butai’s protective cover offered by fighters and AA. Even for 
the few that got off an attack before meeting the eternal deep, 
the torpedoes failed to properly arm and detonate – a 



 41

reflection in no small measure of pre-war testing precepts and 
assumptions. Carefully crafted and geographically limited 
tests that ensured success in peacetime testing utterly failed 
the Fleet when it came time to put the weapon to the test in 
war, and at tremendous cost in lives and equipment. 

In contrast, the Navy’s carrier-based dive bombers on the 
decks of Enterprise, Yorktown and Hornet represented an 
challenging, evolutionary process grounded in revolutionary 
views of naval warfare. 

From 1923 to 1940, the U.S. Navy conducted 21 “Fleet 
Problems” as it sought to understand, exploit and incorporate 
new technologies and capabilities while developing the tactics, 
training and procedures to employ the same should war 
present itself – which by the 1930s was beginning to look 
more and more likely to the discerning observer. Conducted in 
all the major waters adjacent to the U.S., these problems 
covered the gamut of naval warfare from convoy duty, ASW, 
strike warfare and sea control. Most important, at least to this 
observer, was that this was the laboratory that tested the 
emerging idea of putting tactical aircraft at sea on board 
aircraft carriers. In doing so, the inherent flexibility of aviation 
across a broad span of warfare areas became apparent as the 
Navy’s leadership, rather, the Navy’s emerging leadership as 
epitomized by innovators from task force commanders, ship 
CO’s and down to squadron and section leaders, looked at 
naval aviation as something more than just a scouting force for 
the main battery of the fleet extant — namely the battleline. 

It was in this laboratory that the Navy developed the 
techniques and identified the requirements for long-range 
patrol aircraft and for carrier-based dive bombers, so different 
from the big, lumbering land-based bombers that the Air 
Corps’ advocates were saying would make ships obsolete by 
high altitude, “precision” bombing. Indeed, certain air power 
advocates in the military and in Congress were of a persuasion 
that no ship could stand to survive what these long-range, 
precision strike aircraft could deliver and moved to shift funds 
and support accordingly. Proof, however, would come at 
Midway when both forces were employed — the B-17′s 
dropping their bombs from on high hit nothing but water. But 
dive bombers from Enterprise and Yorktown ripped the heart 
out of the Kido Butai. And as the thousand-pounder from Lt 
Dick Best’s SBD Dauntless smashed through the Akagi’s 
flight deck, a battle was turned and the course to winning a 
war was set. But it took visionaries to set the wheels in 
motion. 

While the Japanese were the first to employ massed 
striking power using carriers and the strike at Pearl (and 
subsequent actions through SE Asia and the IO) validated the 
philosophy, they also failed to comprehend the inherent 
flexibility of carrier-based air and thus eschewed opportunities 
to utilize it in other scenarios, such as scouting, which in turn, 
led to less than robust search plans and reliance on out-dated 
search aircraft and methodologies. The American practice of 
armed scouts for one, developed during the previously 
mentioned series of war games would prove time and again to 
be a critical discriminator – allowing a quick first strike while 
alerting and enabling the larger force to disable and destroy as 
demonstrated in Lexington’s strike on both Saratoga and 
Langley during Fleet Problem X (and replicated in Fleet 
Problem XI the following year), foreshadowing the American 
strikes on the Japanese CVs at Midway. 

Training: The contrast between USN and USMC 
effectiveness in employing dive bombers at Midway was 
signatory. Using the same platform (SBD-3′s) USN pilots 
scored major hits while minimizing losses to AA fire and 
fighters, whereas the Marines suffered significant losses for 
little, if any gain. The difference? Tactics, training and 
procedures or TTP – the Navy employed steep, usually greater 
than 70-degree, dives on the target whereas the Marines used 
much shallower, gliding approaches. The former minimizes 
your exposure time and profile to AA and challenges fighters 
which typically are not equipped for high angle dives, while 
increasing the likelihood of a hit. However, it requires 
considerable practice at obtaining the proper dive angle, 
avoiding target fixation and knowing how/when to pullout of 
the dive and to avoid over-stressing the airframe. Techniques 
and skills developed over time and encouraged and employed 
by informed and forward thinking leaders – and lots of 
practice, underscoring the maxim about training like you are 
going to fight… 

Damage Control: Had the crew of the Yorktown not 
been so proficient in DC, particularly something as seemingly 
mundane as draining the avgas lines and filling them with 
inert gas prior to the battle of Coral Sea, the Yorktown may 
very well have been lost, leaving CINCPAC with only two 
carriers facing four, forcing a different battle plan. Conversely, 
the almost lackadaisical approach the Japanese took in 
repairing Shokaku’s damage or replenishing Zuikaku’s air 
wing and repairing her light damage from Coral Sea’s action 
ensured their unavailability for Midway, keeping the balance 
of forces on a razor’s edge and enabling the Americans. 

Over the course of a twenty-six year career in the cockpit, 
on the bridge and ashore, each of these elements influenced 
and guided me – whether through self-study and actualization 
or in the form of guidance, direction and to use an overworked 
term, mentoring from others more experienced. As I 
progressed through studying and practicing my trade from the 
tactical to operational levels of war the lessons of Midway 
gained traction – more so in my latter years with the 
availability of new material and perspectives. In that time I’ve 
lived the difficulty of mustering and executing long-range war 
at sea strikes, even when aided by the (relatively) modern 
enablers of radar, UHF and SATCOM communications and 
networked datalinks. Of sorting friend from foe and assessing 
BDA and re-strike requirements. Of the difficulty in turning 
disparate bits of data into actionable intelligence. Of providing 
reasoned discourse and advice to senior leaders who are bent 
on a particular agenda. Of building the “whole cloth” picture 
of a threat (or collection thereof) while eschewing the false 
certitude of a “slam dunk” in assessing the same and 
developing counters that may provide short term mitigation 
and buy time for more effective measures in the pipeline. 

And along the way, even today in my present job, I 
wonder if and from whence the next Dick Best, Joe Rochefort, 
Chester Nimitz and Ernest J. King will come. My earnest hope 
is that they are out there and when the time comes, when the 
battle hangs in the balance, when that moment of despair, 
courage or plain dumb luck offers the opportunity to turn 
events on their ear and gain the upper hand, that they will 
seize it with vigor and in the traditions of our Service. 

As was done 70 years ago at Midway. 
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Will aircraft carriers really have a 168-year run? by 
Robert Haddick from Small Wars Journal, June 4 

Today is the 70th anniversary of the Battle of Midway, 
America’s Trafalgar and the greatest day in the history of U.S. 
aircraft carriers. It is a pure coincidence that I had a 
conversation with Rear Admiral Thomas Moore, the Navy’s 
Program Executive Officer for Aircraft Carriers, on this 
anniversary. Moore had read my recent column (“Does the 
U.S. Need More Aircraft Carriers?”) and had some clarifying 
comments. 

I noted in the column that regional commanders like 
Centcom commander Gen. James Mattis demand more 
carriers strike groups for their operational needs than the Navy 
can supply. Moore noted that, “we have an eleven-carrier 
Navy for a world that needs fifteen.” But he acknowledged 
that there wasn’t much prospect of the Navy ever getting more 
than the eleven called for in the Navy’s long-term shipbuilding 
plan. Aircraft carriers are very expensive and the Navy will 
struggle to finance its current program. 

For the Navy’s aircraft carrier fleet, this may be 
something of an ironic outcome. According to Moore, the 
lifetime costs of future aircraft carriers are actually falling, not 
rising. The total life-cycle costs (construction plus lifetime 
operations and maintenance plus disposal) of future Ford-class 
carriers will be $4 billion less per ship (adjusted for inflation) 
than the current Nimitz-class carriers. This is because the Ford 
carriers will require 800 fewer Sailors to operate the ship, 400 
fewer Sailors to support the air wing, and because the all-
electric ship design will be cheaper to maintain. 

I also noted in the column that USS Gerald Ford will cost 
the Navy $15 billion to build. Moore noted that while this is 
true, it is the Navy’s practice to load one-time research and 
design costs on the first ship of a class. Ford will get stuck 
with $6 billion in such one-time charges. USS John F. 
Kennedy and future ships of the class will post a $9 billion 
price tag. 

Moore explained that the Fords will hold more aircraft 
and ordnance and can generate 33% more sorties per day than 
a Nimitz carrier. That adds up to more performance with lower 
lifetime costs, in a platform regional commanders can’t get 
enough of. 

Does this mean that the Pentagon should reconsider its 
decision to cap the carrier fleet at eleven? Nobody expects that 
to happen – many think the Navy is lucky to get what it’s 
getting. Others question whether the big carrier concept still 
has a future in a world that will soon bristle with anti-ship 
missiles. Moore has the Ford class penciled into his calendar 
for the year 2110. From Midway to then, 168 years, would be 
an amazing run. 

 
Plank Owner’s Perspective – USS Mississippi (SSN 

782) by Joshua Bordelon from Navy Live, June 1 
“I have always been a patriot. I have a lot of pride in my 

country, what it stands for, and the people who make it up. For 
me, service in the U.S. Navy Submarine Service is not just a 
job that happens to be really cool, but it is a great honor.” 

A plankowner for the future USS Mississippi (SSN 782) 
and native of the state for which she is named, Sonar 
Technician 1st Class Joshua Bordelon is a third generation 
Sailor to serve in the U.S. Navy. His father served in the 
Submarine force and his grandfather served during the 

Korean War. A Sailor for more than 13 years, STS1 Bordelon 
talks about what it means to him to be serving aboard this new 
submarine. A ship whose pedigree includes a sidewheel frigate 
that saw action in the Civil War and a World War II battleship 
that earned eight battle stars. 

“I have often asked myself, ‘What have I done to make 
the world a better place?’ The answer has always eluded me. 
Until now. Sometimes we forget to see the forest through all 
the trees! 

“I joined the Navy in January 1999, and headed to boot 
camp in Great Lakes, IL. I had a dream of becoming a 
Submarine warrior like my father before me. From my earliest 
memories as a child, I have been around submarines. My dad 
served aboard the USS George C. Marshall and the USS 
Lewis and Clark. He also commissioned the USS Ohio, and 
the USS Tennessee, which is one of the many things we have 
in common. 

“I always found submarines to be fascinating when I was 
young, and every tour my dad gave me of the boats he served 
on, may as well have been the Starship Enterprise. I always 
imagined what it would be like to submerge on one of these 
great warships. As I grew up, and I moved into the world to 
make my own life, I decided that I wanted to continue my 
father’s legacy and sail aboard ships that make way silently, 
beneath the waves, unseen! 

“I have always been a patriot. I have a lot of pride in my 
country, what it stands for, and the people who make it up. For 
me, service in the U.S. Navy Submarine Service is not just a 
job that happens to be really cool, but it is a great honor! As a 
third generation Sailor, and one of many in a long standing 
family tradition of military service, I have the utmost respect 
for all who serve. 

My shipmates throughout my service on submarines are 
my brothers. I put my life on the line for them every day, and 
they do the same for me. It isn’t possible to quantify level of 
professionalism and skill these men show on a daily basis and 
it has truly been an honor serving with every one of them. 

It is quite by accident that I found myself lucky enough to 
be a part of the commissioning crew of the future USS 
Mississippi. I transferred from the USS Oklahoma City, 
headed for the USS Alexandria. However, I was redirected to 
the boat named for my home state. This is the first boat I have 
commissioned, and for that boat to be the Mississippi, being 
commissioned in my hometown seems like such ridiculous 
odds, which is sometimes hard to believe. 

“I believe everything happens for a reason, though, and I 
am extremely grateful to participate in this monumental 
milestone in the ship’s life. I have always tried to be a good 
example and role model for my younger brothers, and my own 
children. I hope that being part of this special event is no 
different. Being a good Sailor, and a good submariner is not 
just that. It is about being a great teacher, a great role model, a 
great father, a patriot, and a great human being. We perform 
our duty for the benefit of all.” 

 
Life Aboard a Stealth Sub by Spencer Ackerman from 

Danger Room (WIRED), June 4 
UNDERWAY ON THE USS MISSISSIPPI — Only 

when my feet are above my head do I remember I’m on a 
submarine. 
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I tried to catch a quick nap in my rack, the narrow metal 
bunk bed on the USS Mississippi assigned to me, since it’s 
easy to lose track of time when you go days without seeing the 
sun. But suddenly the sub pitches forward — sharply. I slide 
down the mattress, noticing that my socks are about 20 
degrees above my head. One hand grabs the edge of the bed 
for support and the other protects my Kindle Fire from 
smashing onto the floor. So much for that nap. 

A few minutes later, the ship levels out — before dipping 
in the opposite direction. This is a maneuverability and 
steering exercise called “Angles and Dangles.” It’s vaguely 
nauseating to those who haven’t been on a sub before. It’s also 
the exception to a surprisingly smooth, uncomplicated 
underwater trip across hundreds of miles from the Florida 
coast to Pascagoula, Mississippi. 

Having never been on a sub before, I came aboard the 
Mississippi not knowing what to expect. Would it be 
claustrophobic? Would there be any privacy? Would the 
Mississippi‘s crew go stir-crazy? As it turned out, all these 
questions had the same answer: no. 

The Mississippi is, as its crew constantly reminds a 
visiting reporter, a warship. On its lower level is a hydraulic 
conveyor belt to send 27-foot-long torpedoes and Tomahawk 
missiles screaming through or out of the water at a target. 
While the Navy hasn’t fought a sub-on-sub battle in decades, 
submarine warfare is hardly obsolete. The fast-attack 
submarine, smaller and lighter than its siblings carrying 
ballistic missiles, is silent, stealthy and, as I learn, steady even 
at 20 knots. Its lockout trunk, a bay for allowing divers on and 
off while underwater, can insert and extract SEALs on 
clandestine missions; and its advanced sonar arrays make it a 
predator of the deep. 

But as the above video shows, being on a sub takes a little 
getting used to. 

For one thing, the crew of 138 Sailors is in constant close 
proximity to each other. That’s obviously nothing new for 
submariners, but it’s hard for an outsider to understand 
without experiencing it. The passageways of the Mississippi 
aren’t wide enough for two-way traffic, but people still need to 
duck through them going in all directions, so everyone learns 
early on how to give up his personal space. That gets 
reinforced when it’s time to use the very narrow, multi-stall 
bathrooms. 

The Mississippi can stay submerged for 90 days at a 
stretch, so during four days on board ahead of its June 2 
commissioning ceremony, the crew doesn’t seem perturbed by 
the mostly-underwater trip from its Connecticut shipyard to its 
Pascagoula destination. Before and after a six-hour workshift, 
enlisted Sailors exercise in the makeshift gym in the torpedo 
room — a weight bench next to a couple ellipticals and 
stationary bikes — bide time until the next meal, watch 
evening movies in the mess and, inevitably, crack on each 
other. Pack a deck of cards if you go aboard. 

And the mood isn’t much different amongst the boat’s 
officers. Although the 14 officers aboard eat in the fancier 
wardroom, their newly inaugurated tradition is for junior 
officers to play the embarrassing contents of their iPods to 
provide mealtime ambiance, with the captain present. 

Then there’s the food — the astonishingly delicious food. 
The “Gator Pit,” as the kitchen crew calls itself, could win 
awards on Top Chef or Chopped. For a tiny undersea kitchen, 

it pumps out four meals a day, starting at 5 a.m., of comfort 
food that shouldn’t be so delicious, seeing as how the nearest 
supermarket is hundreds of miles up and away. That’s freshly 
chopped garlic accenting those hand-sliced potato wedges. It’s 
a miracle that the crew doesn’t plump up, especially 
considering how few people the gym can accommodate at 
once. 

Meals serve another role, as Master Chief Bill Stoiber, the 
chief of the boat, explains. With florescent lights shining 
constantly, they’re the best way to keep your body clock 
aware of what time it is. It’s not easy to communicate with the 
outside world once you’re underwater, so setting regular 
schedules for checking in with your family is a non-starter. 
Sleeping on a sub is a matter of grabbing half an hour of 
unconsciousness whenever you can grab it. 

And all that is a testament to how steady the sub is. 
Thanks to the relentless monitoring of the “trim” or evenness 
of the boat, rapid dives and ascensions are barely perceptible. 
Maybe you’ll lean forward a bit, but you probably won’t lose 
your balance. At least not until it’s time for Angles and 
Dangles. 

View Clip (RT: 3:33) 
 
How will new Submarine Sensors and Payloads 

Influence Naval Warfare in the 21st Century? by Owen R. 
Cote Jr., from Information Dissemination, June 4 

Owen R. Coté, Jr. is associate director of the Security 
Studies Program at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology 
Center for International Studies. 

Since the beginning of the 20st century, a series of new 
submarine sensors and payloads have changed naval warfare, 
sometimes in revolutionary fashion. To a large extent these 
changes have been cumulative. Changes that first occurred in 
the First World War are still in place, such as the idea that 
merchant shipping is inherently vulnerable to attack by 
torpedo-armed diesel submarines. But increasingly over this 
period, other new submarine sensors and payloads have not 
been adopted universally, such as the great strides in passive 
acoustic sensing that remain a near monopoly of the U.S. 
Navy, and particularly its submarine force. It is therefore 
useful to review the history of innovation in submarine sensors 
and payloads during the 20th century to determine what 
changes occurred in what navies and where they may still 
apply. I will discuss four such changes, the last three of which 
are today largely or completely unique to the U.S. Navy: the 
torpedo-armed diesel submarine; the quiet, passive acoustic-
equipped, nuclear attack submarine; the nuclear ballistic 
missile submarine; and the conventional land attack cruise 
missile submarine. After summarizing these four 
developments I will shift to a discussion of future submarine 
sensors and payloads and their potential impact. 

The development of the torpedo allowed the smallest 
ships to sink the largest ships, and the marriage of the torpedo 
with the diesel submarine combined that lethality with a 
means of operating in distant waters controlled by a superior 
opponent. This changed naval warfare in WWI by providing 
the weaker naval power – Germany - with a means of 
interdicting British commerce even though the German High 
Seas Fleet had failed utterly to wrest command of the sea from 
the superior British fleet. In WWII, war came with the 
German Navy still in the early stages of rearming, causing it to 
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cancel its plans to build a traditional fleet. Instead it focused 
from the outset on interdicting British commerce using 
submarines, and arguably came closer to success than in WWI 
before being decisively defeated in May 1943. 

Britain and her allies eventually succeeded in both Battles 
of the Atlantic by mounting antisubmarine warfare (ASW) 
efforts that were wildly disproportionate in scale and cost to 
the submarine threat they were a response to. On the other 
hand, once the Allied ASW efforts reached maturity, the 
defeat of German U-Boats in both wars was total. 

The U.S. and the Japanese had different experiences with 
submarines in the Pacific during WWII. Here, there was a 
more traditional struggle for command of the sea, albeit with 
fleets using new platforms, including especially the aircraft 
carrier. But this struggle unfolded in the midst of a very 
different maritime geography where the respective fleets were 
separated by the Pacific Ocean rather than concentrated within 
500 miles of each other on either side of the North Sea as in 
WWI. Submarines played a less dominant role than expected 
in operations against opposing fleets because in blue water 
diesel submarines were much less effective when used against 
fast naval combatants than when used in attacks against 
merchant ships because only in the latter case did the 
submarine have the speed advantage. In the net, this greatly 
advantaged the U.S. because only the Japanese were 
economically dependent on merchant shipping in the way 
Britain was, while the U.S. remained economically autarkic. 
Under these circumstances, U.S. submarines shifted to 
commerce raiding in the western Pacific, while Japanese 
submarines remained committed to the often fruitless task of 
finding and attacking American fast carrier task forces in the 
vast reaches of the central Pacific. Ironically, because of the 
more constricted seas in which both the Japanese fleet and its 
merchant marine operated, and cuing provided by Magic, 
American submarines not only succeeded in completely 
shutting down Japanese commerce, they also still achieved 
better results than Japanese submarines in operations against 
major fleet combatants. Thus, in the Pacific theater, 
submarines worked decisively to the advantage of the stronger 
naval power, unlike in the first and second Battles of the 
Atlantic. 

Nuclear power made obsolete the panoply of ultimately 
successful ASW measures developed in WWII that exploited 
the diesel submarine’s need to operate mostly on the surface. 
With nuclear propulsion came the “true” submarine that did 
not need to surface at all. Nuclear power also provided power 
densities sufficient to propel submarines at submerged speeds 
over 30 knots with essentially unlimited endurance, allowing 
them to run down and attack even the fastest surface 
combatants. Viewed through the lens of the recently 
completed world war, the nuclear attack submarine potentially 
undermined every aspect of American naval power because it 
would not only threaten the merchant shipping that was central 
to the U.S.’ emerging postwar alliances, it would also threaten 
the carrier-based power projection capabilities that had played 
such a central role in Japan’s defeat. And unlike Germany 
before either of the two world wars, the Cold War Soviet 
Navy did not appear distracted by dreams of great ocean-going 
fleets, embracing a strategy of sea denial rather than control 
from the outset; but like the U.S. before the two world wars, 
and unlike Japan and Britain, and in the post war period 

increasingly the U.S., the USSR was economically autarkic, 
and thus was not vulnerable to U.S. submarines. All of this 
could be seen with varying degrees of clarity before USS 
Nautilus, the first nuclear-powered submarine, went to sea in 
1954. Even though the U.S. Navy had pioneered the 
development of nuclear propulsion, the Soviet Union was 
shaping up as a peer competitor, and it couldn’t be long before 
it emulated the U.S. naval nuclear power program, as it did in 
1958 with the November. In anticipation of that point, U.S. 
Navy planners feared that submarines would once again 
become the weapon of the weaker Navy. 

What followed instead were the next two major changes 
in naval warfare caused by submarines, both of which were 
deployed by 1960. These were caused by the marriage of 
nuclear propulsion with passive acoustics on the one hand, and 
nuclear weapons on the other. The marriage between Fleet 
Ballistic Missiles and the nuclear submarine made the SSBN 
into the most survivable nuclear delivery system in the U.S. 
arsenal and one against which the Soviets had no defense, 
while the marriage between the nuclear submarine and passive 
acoustics made the SSN into the dominant platform in the U.S. 
ASW arsenal. Furthermore, as is the norm in naval 
competitions between peers, the Soviets eventually deployed 
their own SSBNs in 1968 as well, but in a radical departure 
from the norm, the U.S. maintained a unique and enduring 
advantage in passive acoustics and the concomitant submarine 
silencing that resulted almost to the end of the Cold War. (For 
more on this story and the mutually reinforcing dynamic 
between geography, passive acoustics and submarine quieting 
(see Owen R. Cote Jr., The Third Battle: Innovation in the 
U.S. Navy’s Silent Cold War Struggle with Soviet 
Submarines, Newport Paper #16). Thus, submarine versus 
submarine conflict came to be envisaged as the norm by the 
U.S. Navy, rather than a rarity, and the acoustic advantages 
enjoyed by U.S. SSNs against Soviet submarines, including 
Soviet SSBNs, augured for a highly favorable exchange rate. 
Thus, despite all expectations, the submarine remained 
preeminently a weapon of the stronger Navy in the hands of 
the U.S. during the Cold War, despite the great efforts by the 
weaker Navy to make it otherwise, and it was the Soviets who 
ended up on the wrong side of the cost-exchange ratio in the 
undersea battle. 

The next big change in naval warfare caused by a new 
submarine weapon was muffled by the end of the Cold War. 
First deployed in 1986, conventional Tomahawk, or TLAM C, 
was the first long range, precision, land attack weapon. It gave 
surface ships and submarines a weapon that could penetrate 
even the most advanced air defenses without any prior 
suppression effort and strike any non-hardened, fixed target 
within a ~1000 mile radius with a very high single shot 
probability of kill (SSPK). In addition, it uniquely gave U.S. 
submarines a weapon that could be launched from within the 
periphery of the most advanced anti-access/area denial 
(A2/AD) network the world has yet seen - as described in the 
now declassified NIE 11-15 Soviet Naval Strategy and 
Programs Through the 1990s in March 1983. (See Newport 
Paper 19 (PDF), Appendix I, pp. 101-184). Precision 
eliminated the “many weapons, one kill“ syndrome that had 
plagued air attacks using unguided weapons for decades, nap-
of-the-earth flight profiles defeated even the most modern 
ground-based air defenses by simply eluding them, and 
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submarine basing allowed deployment on platforms that could 
ignore even the most robust sea denial efforts. Thus, in the 
mid 1980s, TLAM C did for fixed targets with conventional 
weapons what Polaris did for fixed targets with nuclear 
weapons in 1960 – one shot, one kill, no defense. Certainly 
Tomahawk has been given its due as a transformational 
weapon given its extensive use since the end of the Cold War, 
and it was the unique value of its marriage with the submarine 
that, after much debate and plenty of opposition from within 
the Navy, led to the decision to convert four Trident SSBNs 
into SSGNs. But the relative difficulty of this process is an 
indication of how future changes in naval warfare might be 
stalled or eschewed altogether. 

Future changes in naval warfare have become part of the 
current discussion about the rise of the Chinese Navy, and 
particularly its submarine force. For now, the submarine 
remains the weapon of the stronger Navy in the Pacific. But 
there are two ways in which this could change: the U.S. could 
lose its currently massive advantage in ASW, or the U.S. Navy 
could fail to exploit new submarine sensors and payloads with 
the potential of causing a fourth major change in naval 
warfare. Neither of these outcomes need come to pass, but it is 
arguably less likely that the former will happen than the latter 
because military organizations generally have an easier time 
of sustaining existing doctrine in the face of new challenges 
than they do creating new doctrines. 

First, the much touted “death of passive acoustics” at the 
hands of modern, quiet diesel submarines has proven 
premature. For example, rapidly deployable passive acoustic 
surveillance systems exploiting the reliable acoustic path 
(RAP) are under development by the U.S. which will enable 
the formation of ASW barriers against even the quietist 
submarines. Second the maritime geography of a U.S.-Chinese 
naval competition is more favorable to the dominant naval 
power than any prior great power naval competition, excepting 
perhaps that which Britain enjoyed during WWI, and it is 
certainly better from an ASW perspective than was the U.S. 
position versus the Soviet Union during the Cold War. (For 
more on this see Owen R. Cote Jr., Assessing the Undersea 
Balance Between the U.S. and China (PDF), SSP Working 
Paper, February 2011) Third, and perhaps most important, the 
U.S. Navy has an organizational legacy of more than 60 years 
of intensive and highly successful research and development 
into methods of detecting submarines, whether to support its 
own ASW efforts, or in the case of the SSBN security 
program, to “red team” the ASW methods that might be 
adopted by its opponents. By contrast, any possible future 
naval competitor in this realm will be starting from a position 
of near zero capability or experience. I argue that the biggest 
variable concerning the future impact of submarines on naval 
warfare concerns the choices made by the U.S. Navy 
regarding future submarine sensors and payloads. 

The next major change in naval warfare caused by U.S. 
submarines will likely result from the marriage between the 
submarine on the one hand, and precision, land attack, tactical 
ballistic missiles (TBMs) and small, long endurance UAVs on 
the other. 

In general, fast weapons and small UAVs would give 
submarines a capability to find and strike high value, mobile 
targets ashore. Specifically, in the context of the new Air-Sea 
Battle strategy, they would enable a submarine-based 

capability to destroy rather than merely suppress modern, 
ground-based air defenses, or in the DOD vernacular, DEAD. 
A submarine-based DEAD capability would close a major 
capability gap against modern A2/AD networks. 

The systems that form these networks often seek to use 
the sanctuary provided by mobility in the cluttered 
environment ashore as a base from which to launch missile 
strikes against fixed targets necessary for power projection 
like air bases, or more ambitiously against ships at sea. Ever 
since the failed “SCUD Hunt” of Desert Storm, persistent 
airborne surveillance has been identified as key to the rapid 
identification and precise geo-location of mobile targets, as 
has been a source of precision weapons for attacking those 
mobile targets in time urgent fashion when they are found. 
Everything learned during the decade-long war on terror in 
operations against IEDs and terrorist leaders has amplified that 
message. This means that persistent airborne surveillance and 
time urgent weapons will also need to play a central role in 
defeating the mobile targets that form the heart of an A2/AD 
network. 

But modern, ground-based air defenses are themselves 
mobile targets, which introduces a chicken-egg problem at the 
outset of any anti-A2/AD operation. 

At the heart of any DEAD capability against a modern air 
defense system is the need to destroy relatively small numbers 
of expensive, phased array engagement radars. Without them, 
SAM batteries lack the ability to track targets with the 
accuracy needed to guide missiles against them. These radars 
need only emit intermittently during an engagement and can 
be quickly moved afterward. Thus, traditional radar-homing 
weapons like HARM will not work because they require a 
continuous signal to home on, and traditional single-platform, 
angle-of-arrival (AOA) ELINT techniques cannot provide 
accuracy sufficient to target coordinate-seeking weapons. This 
challenge first presented itself in Kosovo, albeit for different 
reasons, and in a much more benign air defense environment; 
and in different form (COMINT rather than ELINT), this 
challenge is ubiquitous in the battle against so-called “high 
value targets” in the war on terror. This has led DOD to 
embrace an ELINT/COMINT technique long used by the 
intelligence community that involves time difference of arrival 
(TDOA) signal processing, whereby a network of at least three 
platforms surrounding the emitter compares the precise time 
of arrival of the same signal at three widely separated 
locations. This enables precise and immediate geo-location 
sufficient to target coordinate seeking weapons. 

TDOA lies at the heart of the Air Force’s current 
approach to DEAD using the F-16 via the R7 upgrade to the 
HARM Targeting System (HTS). In its COMINT role in the 
war on terror, programs like DOD’s net-centric collaborative 
targeting (NCCT) and the NRO’s real-time regional gateway 
are using networks of ground-based collectors; legacy airborne 
platforms like RC-135, U-2s, EP-3s, and Guardrail or UAVs; 
and COMINT satellites to identify and precisely locate cell 
phone and push-to-talk radio signals in near real time. In the 
future, both the U.S. Air Force and Navy plan on using F-35s 
with such a TDOA capability to accomplish the DEAD 
mission in an A2/AD environment. This has two 
consequences: first, it assumes that sea and air bases for these 
aircraft are available, i.e. a medium as opposed to a high threat 
environment, or a high threat environment in which some 
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parts of the opponent’s A2/AD system have already been 
destroyed by other assets; and second, it assumes that the 
DEAD mission can be accomplished by relatively small 
numbers of non-persistent assets that come and go to and from 
the battlefield, providing only an intermittent presence. 

A submarine-based DEAD capability would instead hold 
SAM engagement radars at continuous risk of destruction 
whenever they emit by operating forward within an A2/AD 
network’s periphery for as long as needed. This, in turn, would 
enable two major contributions by the submarine to the 
Air/Sea battle concept DOD is now contemplating as a counter 
to A2/AD networks. First, a forward, persistent DEAD threat 
would enable airborne surveillance platforms like those 
described above to operate safely just inside the maximum 
range of their sensors (~150 miles) because a close-in DEAD 
capability could ensure destruction of engagement radars well 
before the completion of SAM engagements at such long 
ranges. Second, given the cueing made available in this way, 
scarce F-22s and F-35s could efficiently attack other types of 
mobile targets in the A2/AD network without the prior need to 
deal with mobile air defenses. (For more on submarine-based 
DEAD see Owen R. Cote Jr., Submarines in the Air Sea Battle 
(PDF), JHU/APL Submarine Technology Symposium 2010) 

There are certainly other innovations in submarine 
sensors and payloads to imagine, and indeed some may 
already be under development, but there is a strong logic 
behind U.S. submarines acquiring a DEAD capability against 
mobile air defenses. Ever since the submarine first threatened 
to provide a weaker Navy the ability to overthrow a stronger 
Navy’s command of the seas, the dominant Navies have been 
forced to respond vigorously to this threat. During the first 
half of the 20th century, these responses were often slow in 
coming, asset intensive and expensive compared to the threat 
they were countering, and therefore prone to abandonment in 
peacetime. In the second half of the 20th century, a different 
dynamic emerged. Peacetime technological and doctrinal 
innovation combined to make the submarine a tool that 
favored the dominant naval power during the Cold War, both 
because the submarine became a dominant part of the ASW 
solution, and because it acquired the ability to project power 
ashore against fixed targets without the need to first defeat an 
opposing A2/AD network. Today, the dominant naval power 
faces a different A2/AD threat than the one it faced during the 
Cold War, one in which mobile targets ashore play a dominant 
role. U.S. submarines can play a role in meeting that threat 
only with new sensors and payloads that go beyond the legacy 
of the last one. 

 
How long would it take the shipbuilding industry to 

grow capacity and throughput if the nation faced a naval 
crisis or conflict? by Mike Petters from Information 
Dissemination, June 5 

Mike Petters is President and Chief Executive Officer of 
Huntington Ingalls Industries. 

Anticipation, Not Reaction, is Critical 
The fact is the shipbuilding industry is not designed to 

respond rapidly to a crisis. Whatever the conflict, the nature of 
our business dictates that we play with the team we’ve got. 

Ours is a business of anticipation, not reaction. There is 
nothing magical about it. To meet tomorrow’s crisis or 
conflict requires continuous investment today to ensure we 

can deliver capability critical to our nation and economic 
security. It requires that we have robust, stable and efficient 
operations and a supplier base that allow us to build ships as 
quickly and as affordably as possible. I know one thing for 
certain: Further budget cuts in defense could have a potentially 
devastating impact to our healthy but fragile industrial base. 

The shipbuilding business operates on extended cycles. 
Ships take years to construct. For example, it takes eight years 
to build a nuclear-powered aircraft carrier. A stable, strategy-
driven shipbuilding plan is crucial. We are sizing ourselves 
today to support the Navy's 30-year shipbuilding plan. If the 
Navy decided to double the numbers in the plan—for 
whatever reason—it wouldn’t necessarily take twice as many 
people or twice as long for us to build those ships, but it would 
take a long time (on the order of years) for us to hire and train 
the shipbuilders and create the infrastructure to do it. 

By the same token, we can’t cut ships from the 30-year 
plan and expect to be able to quickly “ramp up” production 
years down the road when we decide we need more ships after 
all. That’s why maintaining the industrial base is so critical. I 
look at it in terms of software (hiring, training and retaining 
the right employees) and hardware (facilities, tools and 
equipment). 

It’s All About The People 
People are our most important resource. Building military 

warships today is highly specialized and complex work 
requiring specialized, skilled and talented workers. And 
retention of these skilled workers is most vulnerable during a 
crisis as the hiring landscape becomes more competitive. 

The nature of today’s potential crises requires us to move 
away from commercial solutions and look to a more 
specialized workforce and product. That workforce must be 
able to create complex technology that meets the demands of 
the time. If we don’t maintain that workforce, we could find 
ourselves without the requisite skills needed to build the ships 
of the future. 

When the Royal Navy set out in 1997 to develop a new 
class of nuclear attack submarines, it discovered some five to 
six years into the program that it did not have vital design and 
production skills to produce the Astute-class ships. The Royal 
Navy looked to the U.S. for assistance. Where would we look 
if we lost those skills? Newport News Shipbuilding, a division 
of Huntington Ingalls Industries, is one of only two remaining 
shipyards capable of constructing nuclear-powered vessels; it 
is a national asset that must be sustained and preserved. That 
includes sustaining and preserving the knowledge base. 

Building a workforce to meet increased demand requires 
hiring people with the requisite skills and education, training 
that workforce and then retaining that workforce. These 
processes must be in place and robust to be able to react to a 
crisis. You cannot grow a highly specialized workforce 
overnight. 

I know this from experience. Following Hurricane 
Katrina, HII’s Ingalls Shipbuilding division on the Gulf Coast 
was devastated. From that crisis we learned that you can’t 
rapidly recreate a shipbuilding capability. It took several years 
to rebuild our human capital and return to what we define as 
pre-storm “normal operations.” 

If you wanted to create today’s shipbuilding capability 
from scratch, which for HII means hiring nearly 40,000 
people, it would take years. In a perfect world, we might be 
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able to hire 1,000 people a month, which equates to more than 
three and a half years to get to our roll numbers of today. Add 
to that another three to five years to train that workforce with 
basic skills and longer for specialized skills. Undoubtedly, it’s 
more challenging for us to hire qualified employees than it is 
for other industries because of our citizenship and security 
clearance eligibility requirements. 

Let me share some basic facts on growing skilled 
shipbuilders: It takes three to five years to hire someone off 
the street then train and develop him or her into a journeyman-
level employee; this can be significantly longer for someone to 
become qualified to perform nuclear work. For example, it 
takes an average of eight years to develop a fully certified 
nuclear pipefitter. Our apprentice schools at Newport News 
and Ingalls take four to five years to graduate a journeyman-
level employee. 

Infrastructure Requires Investment 
There are basically two shipbuilding companies (HII and 

General Dynamics) remaining in this country building 
complex and technologically advanced military ships today. 

Again I think back to just after Hurricane Katrina and 
what it took to retool and rebuild the shipbuilding 
infrastructure on the Gulf Coast. If we were to start with a 
“green field” today, it would require a capital investment 
costing hundreds of millions of dollars. Where does this 
capital investment come from absent of a stable shipbuilding 
plan? Stability attracts both investment in our shipbuilding 
infrastructure and the critical talent. Assuming that this level 
of capital investment is available, you’d then have to build the 
facilities including steel, pipe and sheet metal lines, all of 
which would take two to three years due to lead time on 
equipment, adding buildings to house the equipment and 
getting the lines up and running. Like our skilled workforce, 
we have to look at ways of sustaining and preserving our 
current shipbuilding infrastructure to build the nation’s 
military ships. 

Supply Chain Is The Third Leg Of The Stool 
Sustaining and preserving the supply chain is the third 

component of maintaining our shipbuilding capability. Each of 
our suppliers would face similar challenges, although they 
would likely be on a smaller scale and a much shorter 
timeline. Over the past two decades, we have witnessed a 
contraction of the supply chain for shipbuilding due to both 
decreasing shipbuilding demand and program instability. This 
has already impacted our nation’s ability to rapidly increase 
shipbuilding capacity. Some resource areas will be drivers of 
ship schedules due to the time it would take to get new 
capacity online such as foundries and major machine works. 

I can tell you that more than half of HII’s 5,000 suppliers 
are the sole source of particular parts and services. If you step 
back and think about what sequestration could do to that, the 
more than half that are sole source, that number could go up. 
That can dramatically impact cost and schedule. 

In recent years I have seen greater use of multiyear 
procurements for submarines and destroyers, and most 
recently, the block-buy contracts for the Littoral Combat Ship 
(LCS). These types of contracts enable greater economic 
efficiency to provide the shipbuilder and industrial base with a 
stable, relatively long-term business base that helps us justify 
maintaining a highly skilled workforce, process investment 
and infrastructure improvements that better position us to 

respond to the nation’s security requirements. The success of 
the Virginia-Class Submarine Program is a perfect example of 
the benefits of serial production. These ships are consistently 
delivered early and the efficiencies are greater from ship to 
ship to ship. I would encourage the Navy to make broadest use 
of multiyear contracts and block-buy contracts. 

The U.S. has traditionally been sea dependent. Ninety 
percent of the world’s commerce moves on the water. Failure 
to protect our sea lanes of trade, shipbuilding industrial base 
and seaport infrastructure would severely damage the 
economy and our ability to maintain a strong national defense. 
To not invest today and to let this industry wither away is 
more than just a budget decision. I strongly believe it is a 
strategic decision with serious, long-term national security 
implications. 

As I asserted earlier, shipbuilding is a business of 
anticipation, not reaction. Today it takes about three years to 
deliver a surface combatant ship, four years to deliver a large-
deck amphibious ship and eight years to build an aircraft 
carrier. In a time of crisis or conflict, these times could 
possibly be condensed, but it would still be a matter of years 
before those currently unplanned warships went operational 
unless we have been leaning forward as a country, anticipating 
and building industrial base capacity in support of a long-
range Navy strategy, and continuing to invest today to ensure 
the security of our country’s future. 

 
U.S. 7th Fleet: Confidence and Skill in the Navy’s 

Largest Area of Operation from Navy Live, May 31 
“Every day, both forward-deployed and rotational naval 

forces execute the Maritime Strategy in relevant and credible 
ways. With 35 countries, 7th Fleet is the largest and most 
diverse area of operation in the world. Each day, I am 
impressed by the professionalism that our Sailors and Marines 
show in warfighting readiness and as individual ambassadors 
practicing person-to-person diplomacy at its finest; the quality 
of our people is our ultimate asymmetrical advantage in 
meeting all missions assigned.” - Vice Adm. Scott H. Swift, 
Commander, U.S. 7th Fleet * 

U.S. 7th Fleet’s (C7F) area of operations (AOO) is the 
largest of the numbered fleets, including: more than 48 million 
square miles of the Pacific and Indian Oceans to include 
critical sea lines of communication; more than 50% of the 
world’s population; five of the world’s largest armed forces 
and two of the three largest economies. C7F has been 
permanently and consistently forward deployed since its 
founding in 1943. Operating with our allies, partners and 
friends, we have been supporting U.S. national interests, 
upholding key alliances and expanding regional maritime 
partnerships ever since. 

Warfighting First 

 On any given day, there are 70-90 ships, 200-300 
aircraft and 40-50,000 Sailors and Marines in C7F. 

 C7F welcomed amphibious assault ship USS 
Bonhomme Richard (LHD 6) and Electronic Attack 
Squadron (VAQ) 141, adding capability and capacity 
to C7F forces. 

Operate Forward 

 As host of the only permanently embarked fleet staff 
in the U.S. Navy, USS Blue Ridge (LCC 19) 
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provides the platform for the U.S. 7th Fleet 
commander and staff to command and control the 
fleet, fostering military-to-military relationships 
through forward presence across the region. 

 In addition to U.S.-based aircraft carriers and 
expeditionary strike groups conducting rotational 
deployments to the region, there are 23 ships and 
submarines forwarddeployed to U.S. facilities 
throughout U.S. 7th Fleet, to include the Navy’s only 
forward-deployed aircraft carrier, USS George 
Washington (CVN 73). 

Be Ready 

 C7F units participate in more than 125 bilateral and 
multilateral exercises comprising more than 1,780 
unit exercise days per year of engagement. 

 C7F includes forces forward deployed to Japan and 
Guam. 

 Cooperation Afloat Readiness and Training 
(CARAT), in its 18th year, is a series of annual 
bilateral exercises between the U.S. Navy, its sister 
services and the maritime forces of nine Southeast 
Asian countries. 

U.S. 7th Fleet Facts And Figures 

 U.S. 7th Fleet’s area of operation includes 35 
maritime countries and the world’s five largest 
foreign armed forces. 

 More than 50% of the world’s population, speaking 
more than 3,000 languages, with diverse religions 
and cultures, call C7F’s region their home. 

 Two of the world’s three largest economies and 10 of 
the 14 smallest are all located within C7F’s area of 
operations. 

  

YOUR Navy Operating Forward (Indonesia, Guam, 
Arabian Sea) from Navy Live, June 4 

Right now your Navy is 100% on watch around the globe 
helping to preserve the American way of life. Whether it be 
operating and training in the waters off the coast of Virginia 
or forward deployed to the South China Sea, the flexibility and 

presence provided by our U.S. naval forces provides national 
leaders with great options for protecting and maintaining our 
national security and interests around the world. The imagery 
below highlights the Navy’s ability to provide those options by 
operating forward. 

 An MH-60S Sea Hawk helicopter assigned to the 
"Blackjacks" of Helicopter Sea Combat Squadron 
(HSC) 21 flies around the islands of North Sulawesi, 
Indonesia, during Pacific Partnership 2012. 

 Air Traffic Controller 2nd Class Jedidiah Spencer 
mans the departure control station during flight 
operations aboard the amphibious assault ship USS 
Makin Island (LHD 8). 

 Aviation Machinist's Mate 2nd Class Thomas S. Upp 
cleans and inspects parts while Aviation Machinist's 
Mate 2nd Class Ernest Hall torques the main gear 
box mount feet bolts on an aircraft aboard the aircraft 
carrier USS Enterprise (CVN 65). 

 Fire Control Technician 2nd Class Chris Coleman 
heaves a mooring line aboard the Los Angeles-class 
attack submarine USS Columbus (SSN 762) as the 
boat pulls into Apra Harbor for a routine port visit. 
(U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communication Specialist 
First Class Jason Swink/Released) 

 The Arleigh-burke class guided-missile destroyer 
USS Chung-Hoon (DDG 93) is docked at Joint Base 
Pearl Harbor-Hickam after a rain shower. 

View Gallery (5 Photos) 
Your Navy TODAY – Arabian Sea; Apra Harbor, 

Guam 
On any given day, in your Navy, our team of more than 

600,000 professional Sailors and Civilians are working 
together around the globe to perform our mission: deter 
aggression and, if deterrence fails, win our Nation’s wars. It is 
not possible to share every aspect of this global team but, 
through this blog, we offer you a glimpse of what these men 
and women do. 

View May 31. Gallery (4 Photos) 
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This Week in the War of 1812: 
On March 9, 1812, President Madison sent the fraudulent John Henry letters to Congress. John Henry, a 
Montreal businessman, was determined to secure compensation for investigating American Federalists with 
British sympathies. Henry was unsuccessful in obtaining money from England for his efforts and was 
convinced by a French commoner to sell them to the U.S. government. The letters were sold to President 
Madison and Secretary of State Monroe for a sum of $50,000 and intensified American public sentiment 
against the British. For more information on the War of 1812, visit hhttttpp::////wwwwww..oouurrffllaaggwwaassssttiilllltthheerree..oorrgg// 
  
TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Navy Secretary Mabus To Unveil New Program In Va. Affecting All Marines, Sailors 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 05 MAR 12) 

NORFOLK, Va. — Navy Secretary Ray Mabus will announce a new initiative for Sailors and Marines around the world during a 
rare “all hands” call. 

 
2. Assault Ships At Mayport Will Provide Jobs For Area 
(FLORIDA TIMES-UNION 04 MAR 12) ... Ray Mabus, Secretary of the Navy 

Earlier this week, I was in Jacksonville to deliver an important message: The U.S. Navy is committed to strategic dispersal of the 
Fleet on the East Coast, which means that the First Coast, Naval Station Mayport and surrounding military installations will remain 
central to the new defense strategy laid out by President Barack Obama earlier this year. 

 
3. MCPON Sends Seabee Birthday Message 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 02 MAR 12) ... Master Chief Petty Officer of the Navy Rick D. West 

WASHINGTON -- Master Chief Petty Officer of the Navy (MCPON)(SS/SW) Rick D. West released the following Seabee 
birthday message to the fleet March 2. 

 

CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
4. U.S. Navy Rescues Iranian In Capsized Boat 
(CNN 04 MAR 12) 

The U.S. Navy rescued a survivor from an Iranian cargo vessel that sank in the Persian Gulf, killing at least three other crew 
members, the military said Sunday. 

 
5. Admiral: Rota Ships' Mission Goes Beyond BMD 
(NAVY TIMES 12 MAR 12) ... William McMichael 

The four destroyers being forward deployed to Rota, Spain over the next few years will support a broad range of missions in 
Europe and Africa in addition to their planned focus on NATO ballistic missile defense, U.S.-European Command chief Adm. James 
Stavridis told the House Armed Services Committee on March 1. 

 
6. Growler Squadron Heading To NAF Atsugi 
(NAVY TIMES 04 MAR 12) ... Joshua Stewart 

This spring, an EA-18G Growler squadron will arrive at Naval Air Facility Atsugi, Japan, and join Carrier Air Wing 5, the most 
technologically advanced air wing in the Navy. It’s a move that comes as the Defense Department works to put a greater emphasis on 
the Pacific. 
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7. CIA Could Control Forces In 'Stan After 2014 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 03 MAR 12) ... Kimberly Dozier 

WASHINGTON — Top Pentagon officials are considering putting elite special operations troops under CIA control in 
Afghanistan after 2014, just as they were during last year's raid on Osama bin Laden’s compound in Pakistan, sources told The 
Associated Press. 

 
8. Stennis Sailors Find Big Changes After 7 Months At Sea 
(KITSAP (WA) SUN 02 MAR 12) ... Steven Gardner 

BREMERTON — The kids grow up while their parents are at sea. 
 

9. USS Carney Sailors Back In Port After 7-Month Deployment 
(FLORIDA TIMES-UNION 05 MAR 12) ... Heather Lovejoy 

Hours of waiting, mounting anticipation, and then screams, tears and the waving of homemade posters exclaiming adoration — 
all the makings of celebrity appearances. But on Sunday morning at Mayport Naval Station, the stars were not actors or pop singers. 
They were crew members of the USS Carney returning to the U.S. after a seven-month deployment. 

 
10. Blue Ridge And U.S. 7th Fleet Staff Arrive In Donghae 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 02 MAR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Fidel C. Hart, USS Blue Ridge Public Affairs 

DONGHAE, Republic of Korea -- U.S. Seventh Fleet flagship USS Blue Ridge (LCC 19) and embarked 7th Fleet staff arrived in 
Donghae, Republic of Korea (ROK) for a port visit March 2 

 
11. U.S. Guided-Missile Destroyer On Weekend Visit In South 
(INTERAKSYON (PHILIPPINES) 03 MAR 12) 

MANILA, Philippines -- Guided-missile destroyer USS Chafee (DDG 90) arrived in Iloilo on March 2 for a port visit and to 
participate in the U.S. Embassy program known as “America in 3D.” 

 
12. HSV-SPS 12 Marines Conduct SMEEs With Haitian National Police 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 02 MAR12) ... Lt. Matthew Comer, High Speed Vessel-Southern Partnership Station 2012 Public Affairs 

CAP-HAITIEN, Haiti -- U.S. Marines from High Speed Vessel (HSV) 2 Swift partnered with United Nations Police (UNPOL) to 
train the Haitian National Police (HNP) in Cap-Haitien, Haiti, March 1. 

 
13. USS Mount Whitney Returns To Malta 
(MALTA STAR 04 MAR 12) 

U.S. Navy ship USS Mount Whitney (LCC 20) returned to Malta’s historic Grand Harbour on March 4, 2012. The ship’s last visit 
to Malta was in 2007. While in Malta, the USS Mount Whitney will receive regularly scheduled maintenance at the Palumbo 
Shipyard. 

 
14. Pushing The Fleet Too Far? 
Routine 8-month deployments part of Navy's plan to meet global demand 
(NAVY TIMES 12 MAR 12) ... Sam Fellman 

The fleet is busy and about to get busier. Ship deployments were once routinely six months. Then, the Navy stretched them to 
seven. Now, officials are planning nearly a dozen ship deployments over the next two years that reach out to eight months — a 
duration that until recently was limited to wars and crises. 

 
15. Navy Preps For Anti-Terror Exercise; You Should, Too 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 05 MAR 12) ... Corinne Reilly 

It was one of the worst morning commutes in Hampton Roads in recent memory. 
 

GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
16. ‘Loose Talk Of War’ Only Helps Iran, President Says 
(NEW YORK TIMES 05 MAR 12) ... Helene Cooper 

WASHINGTON — As Republicans on the campaign trail ramped up their support for Israel in a possible military strike on Iran, 
President Obama used a speech before a pro-Israel lobbying group on Sunday to warn against the “loose talk of war” that could serve 
to speed Iran toward a nuclear weapon. 
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17. Top U.S. Admiral: Arming The Syrian Rebels Would Help Oust Assad 
(FOREIGN POLICY 02 MAR 12) ... Josh Rogin 

If the international community gave the Syrian rebels arms, communications equipment, and intelligence, that would help speed 
President Bashar al-Assad's removal from power, the top U.S. military official in Europe said Thursday. 

 
18. China Boosts Defense Budget 11 Percent After U.S. "Pivot" 
(REUTERS 04 FEB 12) ... Chris Buckley 

BEIJING - China will boost military spending by 11.2 percent this year, the government said on Sunday, unveiling Beijing's first 
defense budget since President Barack Obama launched a policy "pivot" to reinforce U.S. influence across the Asia-Pacific. 

 
19. China Lays Out Stance On Syria, Rejects 'Interference' 
(REUTERS 04 MAR 12) ... Chris Buckley and Giles Elgood 

BEIJING - China warned other powers on Sunday not to use humanitarian aid for Syria to "interfere" in the strife-torn Middle 
Eastern country, while urging unity in the U.N. Security Council after a split with Western powers over the crisis. 

 
20. North Korea's Kim Visits DMZ, Orders High Alert 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 04 MAR 12) ... Hyung-Jin Kim 

SEOUL, South Korea — North Korean leader Kim Jong Un visited the heavily armed border with rival South Korea and ordered 
troops to be on high alert, state media reported Sunday, just days after Washington and Pyongyang agreed to a nuclear deal after years 
of deadlock. 

 
21. SDF To Join U.S.-Filipino Military Drill 
(KYODO NEWS 05 MAR 12) 

The Self-Defense Forces will participate for the first time in joint annual military exercises involving U.S. and Filipino forces in 
the Philippines from the end of this month to April, Japanese and Filipino diplomatic sources said Saturday. 

 
22. U.S. Official Reopens Australian Nuke Debate 
(DEFENSE NEWS 05 MAR 12) ... Nigel Pittaway 

MELBOURNE, Australia — A recent report in Australian print media has reignited public debate about the propulsion option for 
the Royal Australian Navy's Future Submarine program. 

 
23. Letter Raises Possibility U.K. Could Return To STOVL F-35 
(DEFENSE NEWS 02 MAR 12) ... Andrew Chuter 

LONDON — New doubts have emerged over the future of Britain’s aircraft carrier plans following a letter sent by the opposition 
Labour Party suggesting the government is considering reverting to its original plan to buy the short-takeoff and vertical-landing 
(STOVL) variant of the Joint Strike Fighter instead of the conventional-takeoff version. 

 

PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
24. Navy Safe Harbor Participates In 2012 Wounded Warrior Federal Employment Conference 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 02 MAR 12) ... Navy Safe Harbor Public Affairs 

WASHINGTON -- Navy Safe Harbor, the Navy and Coast Guard's wounded, ill, and injured program, met with top employers 
and connected wounded warriors and their family members to civilian job opportunities at the second annual Wounded Warrior 
Employment Conference Feb. 28-29 at Fort Belvoir, Va. 

 
25. Navy's Top Doc Honors Medical Corps Birthday 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 02 MAR 12) ... Bureau of Medicine and Surgery Public Affairs 

WASHINGTON -- The Navy Surgeon General sent a message to the Navy Medical Corps on March 2 in honor of its birthday 
this Saturday, March 3. 

 
26. DoD Delivers Plan For New Health Agency 
(NAVY TIMES 02 MAR 12) ... Patricia Kime 

A proposal to combine the administration and management of the military health system into a Defense Health Agency would 
trim just $50 to $100 million from the Defense Department’s budget, but bigger savings would be realized as operations become more 
efficient, the department’s assistant secretary for health affairs said Friday. 
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27. Hike TRICARE Fees Or Cut More Troops 
Raise TRICARE Fees or Deepen Force Cuts, Top Doc Warns 
(MILITARY UPDATE 03 MAR 12) ... Tom Philpott 

If Congress blocks Defense Department plans to raise TRICARE fees for military retirees and beneficiary co-pays on drug 
prescriptions filled off base, the services will have to make even deeper cuts in force strength than now planned, the military's top 
health official told lawmakers Tuesday. 

 
28. In NSPS' Wake: Confusion And Lawsuits 
Many feds challenging transition to GS 
(FEDERAL TIMES 05 MAR 12) ... Stephen Losey 

Thomas Patterson was excited to be hired as a Defense Department clinical social worker in 2008 after serving as a GS-12 
employee at the Veterans Affairs Department. He was placed under the National Security Personnel System, which was intended to 
reward high-performing employees with bonuses and raises beyond what they could earn under the General Schedule. But when the 
ill-fated NSPS was killed and Patterson was moved back to the GS system last September, he received an unwelcome surprise: He had 
been downgraded to a GS-11. 

 
29. Clearance Form Needs Changes, Advocates Say 
(NAVY TIMES 02 MAR 12) ... Rick Maze 

Leaders of an advocacy group for sexual assault victims in the military hope the government soon changes its policy requiring the 
disclosure of assault-related mental health counseling when applying for security clearances. 

 
30. Navy Appoints Next Commander Of Guantanamo Prison Camps 
(MIAMI HERALD 02 MAR 12) ... Carol Rosenberg 

The Navy has chosen a Key West-based admiral, a helicopter pilot who ran Hurricane Katrina air relief operations, to take over as 
the next commander of the detention center at Guantánamo. 

 
31. NHB Corpsman Recognized At American Red Cross 'Real Heroes' Event 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 02 MAR12) ... Douglas H. Stutz, Naval Hospital Bremerton Public Affairs 

BREMERTON, Wash. -- A hospital corpsman from Naval Hospital Bremerton was recognized by the American Red Cross 
serving King and Kitsap Counties as their recipient of the 2011 Military award March 1. 

 
32. Submariners Being Investigated For Financial Misconduct 
(NEW LONDON DAY 02 MAR 12) ... Jennifer McDermott 

GROTON -- Three of the first female submariners are being taken off their submarines because of alleged financial misconduct. 
 

FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
33. Support Cited For F-35 Fighter After Joint Meeting 
(REUTERS 02 MAR 12) ... Andrea Shalal-Esa 

WASHINGTON - The United States and eight other countries helping to develop the new F-35 Joint Strike Fighter underscored 
their full and continued support for the program, according to two sources who attended a gathering hosted by Canada. 

 
34. USAF Eyes Deep Cuts To F-35 Bases 
Hopes To Slash Trillion-Dollar Sustainment Costs 
(DEFENSE NEWS 05 MAR 12) ... Marcus Weisgerber 

The U.S. Air Force is looking to slash the number of locations where it will base F-35 Joint Strike Fighter squadrons to bring 
down the jet's estimated trillion-dollar sustainment costs. 

 
35. Service Science Chiefs Discuss Technology, Budget Gaps 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 02 MAR 12) ... Cheryl Pellerin 

WASHINGTON – In talks yesterday with science chiefs from the Army, Navy, Marine Corps and Air Force, House Armed 
Services Committee members targeted technology advances, cyber security and gaps left by mandated cuts in the 2013 defense 
budget. 
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36. Subs Ahoy 
Up to five new submarines are scheduled to be based at Pearl Harbor, offsetting an expected decline in 
surface ships 
(HONOLULU STAR-ADVERTISER 03 MAR 12) ... William Cole 

Navy plans over the next two years call for an increase in the number of submarines based at Pearl Harbor or coming for shipyard 
work, with up to five more subs being added to Hawaii’s 19-boat fleet, U.S. Sen. Daniel Inouye’s office said. 

 
37. Fort Worth Squadron Being Shut Down By Budget Cuts 
A Navy Reserve logistics support group is being phased out. 
(FORT WORTH STAR-TELEGRAM 03 MAR 12) ... Chris Vaughn 

FORT WORTH -- Lt. Cmdr. Mike Newhouse exited the C-9 aircraft Thursday after two days of hopscotching from the 
Mediterranean Sea back to Naval Air Station Fort Worth. 

 
38. Navy 'Sinkex' Raises Pollution Fear 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 03 MAR 12) ... Jason Dearen 

SAN FRANCISCO — In 2005, the USS America aircraft carrier was towed out to sea on her final voyage. Hundreds of miles off 
the Atlantic coast, U.S. Navy personnel then blasted the 40-year-old warship with missiles and bombs until it sank. 

 
39. U.S. Presidential Helo Delayed Again By Cost, Acquisition Concerns 
(AVIATION INTERNATIONAL NEWS 02 MAR 12) ... Bill Carey 

The Sikorsky VH-3D and VH-60N helicopters operated by U.S. Marine Helicopter Squadron One will be upgraded, pending a 
revised acquisition strategy for the follow-on VXX Presidential helicopter. 

 

BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
40. Local Navy Base Using Alternative Energy Sources 
Pentagon Wants Half Of Military Bases' Energy Sources To Be 'Green' By 2020 
(KGTV ABC SAN DIEGO 02 MAR 12) 

SAN DIEGO -- In just eight years, the Pentagon wants half the energy use for all military bases to come from alternative sources 
-- an effort already under way at one local Navy base. 

 
41. U.S. Navy Concert Band To Perform Free Concert March 10 At Pioneer High School 
(ANN ARBOR (MI) JOURNAL 04 MAR 12) ... Carrie Henderson 

The U.S. Navy Concert Band will perform a free concert at Pioneer High School's Schrieber Auditorium March 10. 
 

42. Japan, U.S. See Need For Massive Repair Work At Futenma Air Base 
(KYODO NEWS 04 MAR 12) 

TOKYO -- Japan and the United States agreed last month that large-scale repair work is necessary at the U.S. Marine Corps' 
Futenma Air Station in Okinawa Prefecture, several bilateral sources said Saturday. 

 
43. 'Potentially Reasonable': Report OKs Naval Magazine For Firing Range Site 
(GUAM PACIFIC DAILY NEWS 04 MAR 12) ... Arvin Temkar 

Naval Magazine has been identified as a "potentially reasonable alternative" for the construction of a military firing range, 
according to newly released Navy report. 

 
44. Senators Send Messages: Resolutions Speak To Federal Government On Buildup 
(GUAM PACIFIC DAILY NEWS 05 MAR 12) ... Steve Limtiaco 

Guam lawmakers two years ago introduced, but did not pass, a bill that would have allowed Guam voters to state whether they 
support the military buildup and whether public land should be leased to the military. 

 
45. Lawmakers Cry Foul Over $744K Soccer Field 
Some lawmakers are upset over a $744,000 soccer field for captives at Guantanamo, saying detainees should 
be doing 'hard time' instead. 
(MIAMI HERALD 05 MAR 12) ... Carol Rosenberg 

Some members of Congress are questioning the wisdom of the Pentagon’s spending $744,000 on a soccer field to keep captives 
busy outside a $39 million penitentiary-style building at the U.S. Navy base at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba. 
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46. People Report Hearing Navy Sonar Tests Near Everett 
(KING NBC SEATTLE 04 MAR 12) ... Gary Chittim 

EVERETT, Wash. - Tour boat captains Carl Williams and Michael Colahan were preparing for the arrival of California Gray 
Whales last week when they heard a very loud and persistent noise. 

 

NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
47. Why We Went To War In 1812 
(NIAGARA (NY) GAZETTE 04 MAR 12) ... Don Glynn 

NIAGARA FALLS — It has been called the “Second War of Independence.” 
 

48. Operation Tomodachi A Huge Success, But Was It A One-Off? 
(JAPAN TIMES 03 MAR 12) ... Eric Johnston 

Operation Tomodachi, launched by the United States in response to last March's quake and tsunami, was an unprecedented effort 
by Washington and especially the U.S. military to provide relief to disaster victims. 

 
49. Obama Visits Wounded Troops From Iraq, Afghan Wars 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 03 MAR 12) 

BETHESDA, Md. — President Barack Obama has paid his first visit of the year to wounded troops from the wars in Iraq and 
Afghanistan at the Walter Reed National Military Medical Center. 

 
50. HAC Ranking Member, Boeing Backer Rep. Dicks Retiring 
(DEFENSE DAILY 02 MAR 12) ... Emelie Rutherford 

Rep. Norm Dicks (D-Wash.), the outspoken House appropriations leader who some observers joked should be labeled "D-
Boeing," said Friday he will retire from Congress. 

 
51. Pentagon Accused Of End Run On Budget Cuts 
Shifting billions rather than trim 
(BOSTON GLOBE 03 MAR 12) ... Bryan Bender 

WASHINGTON - The Department of Defense has shifted several billion dollars in routine personnel costs into its Afghanistan 
war budget, a move numerous critics say has the effect of dodging most of the mandatory budget cuts imposed by Congress last year 
as part of a deal to avoid defaulting on U.S. debt. 

 
52. Pentagon Seeks To Strengthen Acquisition Workforce 
(GOVERNMENT EXECUTIVE 02 MAR 12) ... Charles S. Clark 

In an era of shrinking defense budgets, President Obama’s fiscal 2013 budget forges ahead with existing plans to strengthen the 
acquisitions workforce through improved management and modest increases in hiring. Still, many in the contracting community 
appear resigned to seeing fewer opportunities as the government seeks a proper balance between in-house and contracted 
management. 

 
53. Moving Military Newspaper To Base Raises Concerns On Independence 
(NEW YORK TIMES 03 MAR 12) ... Thom Shanker 

WASHINGTON — The military newspaper Stars and Stripes, a hometown daily for troops deployed from Bastogne to Long 
Binh to Baghdad, has been ordered to vacate its headquarters here and move to a military base 30 miles away. It is a cost-cutting effort 
that has outraged staff members worried that they will lose their journalistic independence and also has attracted new high-level 
attention from Congress. 

 
54. Faces Of 2 USS Monitor Crewmembers Reconstructed 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 03 MAR 12) ... Steve Szkotak 

RICHMOND, Va. — Forensic scientists have created facial reconstructions of two Union Sailors found in the turret of the sunken 
USS Monitor in hopes of identifying the men who went down with the Civil War ironclad vessel 150 years ago. 

 
55. Almost 150 Years After It Sank, Monitor Still Captivates 
(WASHINGTON POST 04 MAR 12) ... Michael E. Ruane 

One Sailor remembered that the clouds parted late that night and an eerie half moon illuminated the ship’s death struggle in the 
Atlantic gale. 
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56. Week In Review Feb. 25, 2012 –Mar. 02, 2012 
(YOUTUBE 02 MAR 12) ... U.S. Navy 

Welcome to this week's U.S. Navy multimedia production featuring selected images from around the fleet received during the 
week of Feb. 25, 2012 – Mar. 02, 2012. 

 

OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
57. Israel's Brinkmanship, America's Peril 
(LOS ANGELES TIMES 04 MAR 12) ... Doyle McManus 

Last week, Gen. Norton A. Schwartz, chief of staff of the U.S. Air Force, confirmed a no-longer-surprising fact: the Pentagon has 
sent the White House a menu of options for going to war with Iran. 

 
58. War Talk On Iran Forces The Issue: Is Israel A Formal U.S. Ally? 
(CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR 02 MAR 12) ... Editorial 

Obama and Netanyahu can't agree on a threshold for attacking Iran if they also lack clarity on whether the U.S. and Israel are 
formal allies. Will Israel abandon its strategy of defense self-reliance? 

 
59. Crushing Homs 
(NEW YORK TIMES 03 MAR 12) ... Editorial 

After a month of merciless bombardment, the forces of President Bashar al-Assad of Syria have taken Homs, the main rebel 
stronghold. Many of the brave residents have fled the city or been killed, adding to a death toll now estimated at more than 7,500 since 
the unrest began. 

 
60. South China Sea On The Boil Again? 
(SINGAPORE STRAITS TIMES 05 MAR 12) ... Michael Richardson 

TENSIONS over conflicting claims to disputed islands, maritime territory and energy resources have rippled through the South 
China Sea for the past two years. Several Southeast Asian states and China are embroiled in disputes that also involve outside powers 
such as the United States. 

 
61. Explore The Nuclear Option 
(DEFENSE NEWS 04 MAR 12) ... Editorial 

Governments often have military requirements that demand solutions that are politically and financially difficult to attain. 
 

62. Defense Is Under The Gun 
(WASHINGTON POST 05 MAR 12) ... Robert J. Samuelson 

It turns out that “budget sequestration,” portrayed as an evenhanded way to spur bipartisan negotiations over budget deficits, is 
actually a dagger aimed at defense spending. The president and other top administration officials have said the automatic spending 
cuts required by sequestration are “bad policy.” But they still support “sequestration” as a political tool instead of proposing needed 
changes that might fulfill its original purpose: pushing Democrats and Republicans into realistic budget negotiations. 

 
63. War Fighters, Not Businessmen 
Where Does the Line of ‘Inherently Military’ Fall? 
(DEFENSE NEWS 04 MAR 12) ... Robert Kozloski 

Building a military force that is agile, efficient and able to master cutting-edge technology is the main theme of Defense Secretary 
Leon Panetta’s new guidance for the U.S. military. Last month, Joint Chiefs Chairman Gen. Martin Dempsey emphasized his goal of 
maintaining the trust of U.S. citizens in his recently published Strategic Direction. 

 
64. Fighting To Hire Veterans 
(POLITICO 02 MAR 12) ... Lt. Col. Kevin Schmiegel 

The U.S. Chamber of Commerce Friday is set to host its 100th Hiring Our Heroes jobs fair, launching our second year with a 
pledge to create a movement that helps veterans and their spouses find jobs. 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Navy Secretary Mabus To Unveil New Program In Va. Affecting All Marines, Sailors 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 05 MAR 12) 

NORFOLK, Va. — Navy Secretary Ray Mabus will 
announce a new initiative for Sailors and Marines around the 
world during a rare “all hands” call. 

Mabus is scheduled to unveil the new program during a 
televised and webcast speech at Naval Station Norfolk on 
Monday. Among other things, it will focus on personal 
readiness. 

Mabus has told members of Congress that personal 
readiness includes ensuring that service members and their 
families are prepared to handle the mental and emotional 
rigors of military service. 

After more than a decade of war, the operational pace for 
the fleet is not expected to slow down anytime soon as the 
Pentagon shifts its focus toward the Pacific. 

Mabus’ speech will be aboard the USS Bataan, which 
recently returned from the Navy’s longest deployment in 
nearly 40 years. 

Secretary Mabus To Address The Fleet 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 29 FEB 12) Secretary of the 

Navy Public Affairs 
Secretary of the Navy, Ray Mabus, will address the Navy 

and Marine Corps team from Norfolk, Va. on board USS 
Bataan (LHD 5), March 5. 

This worldwide all hands call will be televised and web-
streamed live to announce to the fleet a new program designed 
to maximize Sailor and Marine personal readiness to build 
resiliency and to hone the most combat effective force in the 
history of the Department of Navy. 

Personnel across the globe can watch the Secretary's 
remarks live on American Forces Network, the Pentagon 
Channel (www.pentagonchannel.mil), Direct-to-Sailor (DTS) 
or streaming on the Navy's and Marine Corps' Facebook 
pages, www.navy.mil and the Defense Video and Imagery 
Distribution System (DVIDS) (www.dvidshub.net) at 3:00 
p.m. EST. 

Following his remarks, the secretary and Navy and 
Marine Corps senior leadership will answer questions from the 
audience, as well as questions from those watching throughout 
the Fleet. Sailors and Marines can submit their questions live 
through the Navy's and Marine Corps' Facebook pages, or in 
advance by E-mailing them to USNtownhall@gmail.com. 
Electronically submitted questions will need the name, rank 
and command of the person submitting them. 

You can find Navy's Facebook page at 
www.facebook.com/USNavy and the Marine Corps' at 
www.facebook.com/marinecorps. 

Return to Index 
 

2. Assault Ships At Mayport Will Provide Jobs For Area 
(FLORIDA TIMES-UNION 04 MAR 12) ... Ray Mabus, Secretary of the Navy 

Earlier this week, I was in Jacksonville to deliver an 
important message: The U.S. Navy is committed to strategic 
dispersal of the Fleet on the East Coast, which means that the 
First Coast, Naval Station Mayport and surrounding military 
installations will remain central to the new defense strategy 
laid out by President Barack Obama earlier this year. 

Strategic dispersal ensures that the Navy’s Fleet, 
supporting maintenance and training infrastructure, and skilled 
labor force are located in more than one region. 

For 70 years, the Navy has relied on the Jacksonville-
Mayport area to sustain and enhance our war-fighting 
readiness. 

Accelerated Arrival 
As part of the president’s FY13 budget, the U.S. Navy 

will relocate a three-ship Amphibious Ready Group (ARG) 
and its nearly 2,000 Sailors and their families to Mayport. We 
are working to accelerate the arrival of some of the ships, but 
the ARG will be in Mayport no later than 2015. 

An ARG allows the Navy to project power and maintain 
presence, and can be deployed to land and support ground 
forces such as Marine Expeditionary Units (MEUs) on enemy 
territory by an amphibious assault. 

Jacksonville is of strategic importance to our national 
defense, and its residents are strong military supporters who 
contribute a skilled workforce critical to maintaining our ship 
repair industry. And the benefits to the local communities 
must be underscored. 

In addition to the Sailors and their families who come to 
Mayport, the ship repair industry will receive a big boost; the 

three ships that comprise the ARG have in the past averaged 
about $75 million annually in maintenance and repair work. 

An ARG is well positioned to achieve the new defense 
strategy, with its call for a global presence using innovative, 
low-cost, light footprint engagements. 

It requires a Navy and Marine Corps team that is operated 
forward to protect American interests, prepared to respond to 
highly varied challenges, from disaster response to high-end 
combat, and to deter and prevent war. 

Our Amphibious Assault Ships prove their value time and 
again, having participated as launch platforms for MEUs into 
Afghanistan in 2001 and 2002, Iraq in 2003 and humanitarian 
support after the catastrophic tsunami in 2004. 

Your Navy and Marine Corps Team is prepared to meet 
the challenges of the 21st Century, but the budget constraints 
imposed by Congress under the Budget Control Act required 
us to make tough choices. 

Our commitment to locating a nuclear-powered aircraft 
carrier at Mayport remains high; however, we have deferred 
that effort in order to meet our current fiscal requirements. 

The ARG and other ships are arriving years earlier than 
the aircraft carrier’s planned arrival of 2019, and the boost to 
the local economy will be immediate upon the ARG’s arrival. 

Ship Building And Repair 
This region provides more naval support than any other, 

from our ships at the naval station, our aircraft at the air 
station and the submarine fleet at Kings Bay, to the area 
training ranges, the training complex at Pine Castle and the 
outlying field at Whitehouse. 
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And Jacksonville has been home to a strong shipbuilding 
and repair industry for well over 100 years and has been of 
strategic importance for 450 years. 

The ARG and its crew will benefit as much from the 
support and skilled workforce abundant in the local 
community as Jacksonville and Mayport will benefit from the 
ARG’s arrival. 

Return to Index 
 

3. MCPON Sends Seabee Birthday Message 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 02 MAR 12) ... Master Chief Petty Officer of the Navy Rick D. West 

WASHINGTON -- Master Chief Petty Officer of the 
Navy (MCPON)(SS/SW) Rick D. West released the following 
Seabee birthday message to the fleet March 2. 

"Shipmates, 
Since March 5, 1942, the Navy has been recruiting Sailors 

for their construction battalions; strong, proud, hardworking 
Seabees with tremendous skill and plenty of experience. For 
70 years, many unsung heroes of the Navy have been the men 
and women of the Naval Construction Force. We celebrate 
their official birthday today, but a week doesn't pass that I'm 
not reminded of the sacrifices made by this amazing 
community. 

On the 70th birthday of the Navy Seabee, we remember 
Builder Chief Raymond Border, who gave his life for our 
nation's freedom on Oct. 19, 2011. 

We pause to consider the actions of Seabees like 
Utilitiesman 3rd Class Crystal McDougal of Naval Mobile 
Construction Battalion 4, who was awarded the Purple Heart 
for injuries she sustained after her MRAP was hit by an IED. 
After the accident, her commanding officer and command 
master chief went to check on her in the hospital, and 
McDougal's only question concerned the welfare of her team. 

As MCPON, I've had the opportunity to visit Bees all 
over the world, living up to your motto every day, whether in 
combat, humanitarian relief missions or helping to build 
communities or nations. I've seen first-hand the Forward 

Operating Bases and Combat Outposts you've constructed 
from the ground up. Most often times the Seabees are the first 
on the scene in the most dangerous of places ... and that's just 
fine with them. 

Almost everywhere I go, whether I see an actual Seabee 
or not, I can tell they've been there. I've heard countless stories 
about Bees going above and beyond for the Navy, their fellow 
service member, communities, and for complete strangers 
from far off lands. None of it surprises me. Bees are now as 
they have always been, committed to the greater good of our 
Navy and our Nation. 

Today's Seabees are living up to the standard set at places 
like Normandy and Guadalcanal. They're fighting where it's 
toughest and helping those in need. Seabees are taking the 
American ideals of compassion and spirit where they're 
needed the most and are leaving lasting memories behind. The 
world is finding out that our Navy's hands of friendship have a 
global reach. 

As always, the Seabees "Can Do!" spirit will drive them 
through any challenges our Navy faces, and they will continue 
to be a prime source for the most battle-tested expeditionary 
Engineering Forces. 

Happy 70th Birthday and OOOORAH Bees! 
Very Respectfully, 
MCPON (Honorary Seabee)" 

Return to Index 
 
 

CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
4. U.S. Navy Rescues Iranian In Capsized Boat 
(CNN 04 MAR 12) 

The U.S. Navy rescued a survivor from an Iranian cargo 
vessel that sank in the Persian Gulf, killing at least three other 
crew members, the military said Sunday. 

It was the latest incident in a string of rescues since the 
beginning of the year, against a backdrop of high tensions 
between the United States and Iran. 

The coastal patrol boat USS Firebolt and the U.S. Coast 
Guard cutter Maui conducted a search and rescue mission for 
survivors of the capsized Iranian dhow -- a sailing vessel 
typically used to haul cargo -- on Saturday and Sunday, the 
Navy said in a statement. The Firebolt's crew also recovered 
the remains of three of those who had died in the sinking, the 
Navy said. 

One survivor was recovered and treated for shock and 
hypothermia. He said the dhow sank in bad weather Friday 

night with six mariners aboard. The sailor reported that four of 
his shipmates died and one was missing, according to the 
Navy. 

The U.S. ships searched for the possible survivor and the 
fourth body, in an effort that also included two Seahawk 
helicopters and the dock landing ship USS Pearl Harbor. But 
they could not find them, and ultimately ended the search due 
to bad weather, the Navy said. 

The Iranian mariner was transferred to the Maui, and then 
to an Iranian Coast Guard vessel. 

In January, U.S. sailors from a carrier strike group 
rescued 13 Iranian sailors from a hijacked fishing boat, and the 
U.S. Coast Guard rescued six Iranian mariners from a flooded 
vessel at the northern end of the Gulf. 

Return to Index 
 

5. Admiral: Rota Ships' Mission Goes Beyond BMD 
(NAVY TIMES 12 MAR 12) ... William McMichael 

The four destroyers being forward deployed to Rota, 
Spain over the next few years will support a broad range of 

missions in Europe and Africa in addition to their planned 
focus on NATO ballistic missile defense, U.S.-European 
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Command chief Adm. James Stavridis told the House Armed 
Services Committee on March 1. 

"These are marvelous ships ... multi-mission capable ... 
wonderful to partner with other nations. So they will be a very 
robust addition to our European capabilities set," Stavridis 
said. In addition, he said, the four would also "very much be 
part" of U.S. Africa Command missions. 

"These are ships you'll see off the Gulf of Guinea, they'll 
be operating in counterpiracy on the east coast of Africa, 
they'll be in the Mediterranean, they'll be up north... So I think 
their homeporting overseas reflects the ongoing engagement 
— not only in Europe but also in the African theater, as well." 
Stavridis said. "And I think it’s a very powerful statement of 
that." 

That means the ships could find themselves sailing to 
points around the entire continent, from the Indian Ocean to 
South Africa and up the continent's west coast., taking part in 
maritime interdiction and humanitarian operations, peace 
keeping training and counterpiracy operations — not to 
mention exercises and operations in the Mediterranean and in 
the Black Sea, where U.S. ballistic missile defense capable 
Aegis ships are slated to augment land-based missile 
interceptors and radars being built in Romania, Poland and 
Turkey. 

Iran, which is believed to be developing nuclear weapons 
and missiles that can strike anywhere in Europe is the focus of 
the ballistic missile defense effort. Stavridis said NATO's goal 
is to declare an interim ballistic missile defense capability by 
May. 

The Arleigh Burke-class ships — Ross, Donald Cook. 
Porter and Carney — will fall under 6th Fleet, which reports 
to both Stavridis and Africa Command chief Army Gen. 
Carter Ham, Stavridis said. Ross and Donald Cook will arrive 
during fiscal 2014, followed a year later by Porter and Carney. 
The first three are homeported at Naval Station Norfolk, Va., 
while Carney's home is Naval Station Mayport, Fla. 

The moves will add about 1,300 Sailors and 2,100 family 
numbers to the 3,000 Sailors and family members already at 
Naval Station Rota. The questions about the Rota plans were 
posed by Rep. Rob Wittman. R-Va., who didn't appear too 
concerned about the vast naval complex near his district losing 
three ships. Perhaps that's because the Navy announced it was 
indefinitely suspending plans to move a carrier to Mayport, a 
decision that elicited sighs of relief in Virginia — one carrier 
has a far greater economic impact than three destroyers. 

Mayport also will lose a destroyer to Rota, but it will gain 
a three-ship amphibious ready group, with about 2,000 Sailors 
and their families. The Navy hasn't yet said which home port 
will lose those ships. 

Return to Index 
 

6. Growler Squadron Heading To NAF Atsugi 
(NAVY TIMES 04 MAR 12) ... Joshua Stewart 

This spring, an EA-18G Growler squadron will arrive at 
Naval Air Facility Atsugi, Japan, and join Carrier Air Wing 5, 
the most technologically advanced air wing in the Navy. It’s a 
move that comes as the Defense Department works to put a 
greater emphasis on the Pacific. 

Electronic Attack Squadron 141, the “Shadowhawks,” is 
expected to arrive at Atsugi early this spring with five or six 
Growlers, the Navy’s most advanced electronic warfare 
aircraft. 

It will join CVW-5, which is attached to the carrier 
George Washington. The date of the squadron’s arrival has not 
been determined. 

It is replacing Electronic Attack Squadron 136, the 
“Gauntlets,” which left Atsugi on Feb. 14 for Naval Air 
Station Whidbey Island, Wash. The Gauntlets’ EA-6B 
Prowlers will be redistributed throughout the Navy, and the 
squadron’s aviators will begin training on the Growler. 

Besides bringing a new electronic warfare plane to the 
Pacific, the move solidifies the strength of CVW-5, the only 
air wing that operates exclusively with F/A-18 E and F Super 
Hornets — all other carrier air wings have a mix of Super 
Hornets and older F/A-18 Hornets. 

It’s a switch that has both tactical and logistical 
advantages. 

“It offers greater efficiency in maintenance, since it has a 
90 percent parts compatibility with the other Super Hornet 
squadrons in Carrier Air Wing 5,” said John Nylander, a 
spokesman for Naval Forces Japan. “This eases the workload 
of aircraft maintainers on board, and it will provide a greater 
range and capability but require fewer differing resources to 
operate and maintain.” 

It’s the first time the Growlers will operate in the Pacific, 
and the second time they are operating from a carrier. 

The Shadowhawks were previously part of CVW-8, 
attached to the carrier George H.W. Bush during the ship’s 
first deployment. The squadron took part in missions over Iraq 
and Afghanistan during that deployment, which ended in 
December. 

Growlers have also seen action when forward-deployed 
on land. Five Growlers from Electronic Attack Squadron 132 
that were deployed to Al Asad Air Base, Iraq, in support of 
Operation New Dawn moved to Aviano, Italy, in March 2011. 

From there, the “Scorpions” launched missions in support 
of a no-fly zone over Libya, assisting Air Force and Marine 
aircraft as well as planes from France and Great Britain. 

The squadron returned to Whidbey Island in July after 
flying more than 700 combat missions. 

Return to Index 
 

7. CIA Could Control Forces In 'Stan After 2014 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 03 MAR 12) ... Kimberly Dozier 

WASHINGTON — Top Pentagon officials are 
considering putting elite special operations troops under CIA 
control in Afghanistan after 2014, just as they were during last 

year's raid on Osama bin Laden’s compound in Pakistan, 
sources told The Associated Press. 

The plan is one of several possible scenarios being 
debated by Pentagon staffers. It has not yet been presented to 
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Defense Secretary Leon Panetta, the White House or 
Congress, the sources said. 

If the plan were adopted, the U.S. and Afghanistan could 
say there are no more U.S. troops on the ground in the war-
torn country because once the SEALs, Rangers and other elite 
units are assigned to CIA control, even temporarily, they 
become spies. 

No matter who’s in charge, the special operations units 
still would target militants on joint raids with Afghans and 
keep training Afghan forces to do the job on their own. 

The idea floated by a senior defense intelligence official 
comes as U.S. defense chiefs try to figure out how to draw 
down troops fast enough to meet the White House’s 2014 
deadline. Pentagon staffers already have put forward a plan to 
hand over much of the war-fighting to special operations 
troops. This idea would take that plan one step further, 
shrinking the U.S. presence to less than 20,000 troops after 
2014, according to four current and two former U.S. officials, 
who spoke on condition of anonymity because the program 
involves classified operatives. 

Pentagon spokesman George Little denied the idea is 
being discussed. “Any suggestion that such a plan exists is 
simply wrong,” Little said Saturday. “United States special 
operations forces continue to work closely with the 
intelligence community to confront a range of national 
security challenges across the world.” 

Reducing the U.S. presence faster would be a political 
boon for the White House and the Afghan government, with 
Afghan sentiment raw over incidents ranging from civilian 
casualties from U.S. strike operations to the recent burning of 
Qurans by U.S. troops. 

But a CIA-run war would mean that the U.S. public 
would not be informed about funding or operations, as they 
are in a traditional war. Oversight would fall to the White 
House, top intelligence officials, and a few congressional 
committees. Embedding journalists would be out of the 
question. 

Two senior defense officials said that neither the CIA nor 
U.S. Special Operations Command has put this plan forward 
officially to Panetta, the former CIA director. The other 
officials who said they have been part of discussions about the 
plan say it would require the assent of the White House and 
congressional oversight committees, and would be contingent 
upon the approval of the Afghan government. The idea has not 
yet been presented at any of those levels, the sources said. 

The CIA’s intelligence and paramilitary elements 
regularly work alongside special operations units, both in the 
war zone and in areas where militants operate. On a case-by-
case basis, elite special operations units are assigned to the 
CIA for missions when the U.S. wants total deniability, 
usually in areas where the U.S. is operating without the local 
government’s permission, as in the bin Laden raid. 

The notion of longer-term assignments to the CIA does 
not sit well with some senior special operations commanders, 
who want their units to remain autonomous in order to keep 
their troops under Defense Department legal parameters. If 
CIA-assigned troops are captured, for example, they are 
treated like spies and not protected by the Geneva 
Conventions, which govern the treatment of prisoners of war. 

But putting special operations troops in the CIA’s employ 
in Afghanistan could be attractive to the Afghan government 
because it would make the troops less visible and give Afghan 
President Hamid Karzai the added bonus of being able to say 
U.S. troops had withdrawn from his country. Technically, he 
would be right: Troops would have been rendered as spies by 
answering to the CIA’s Kabul station chief instead of a U.S. 
military commander. 

Such troops would presumably augment the CIA’s current 
training and partnership with Afghanistan’s own elite 
paramilitary intelligence forces, the Counterterrorism Pursuit 
Teams. 

Afghan officials, and the general public in Afghanistan, 
express much warmer sentiments toward the CIA than to U.S. 
special operations troops, after a decade of occupation has 
built up anger and bitterness over civilian casualties from 
special operations night raids. The CIA as an institution seems 
to have escaped that collective Afghan resentment, with 
Afghan officials eager to tell visiting reporters that they 
regularly work with “OGA,” or “Other Government Agency,” 
the slang term for the CIA. 

CIA Director David Petraeus, the retired Army general 
and former Afghanistan war commander, is grappling with a 
vast new global mission and far fewer troops than he is used to 
— or that he needs to carry it out, especially if the CIA ends 
up with the bulk of the mission after troops withdraw from 
Afghanistan, according to current and former officials familiar 
with internal CIA debates. The CIA’s paramilitary Special 
Activities Division that both gathers intelligence and works 
with local intelligence and security forces numbers only a few 
hundred people, and the overall clandestine service has less 
than 5,000. 

Petraeus took charge at the agency last year, while Libya 
was still convulsed by civil war and leader Moammar Gadhafi 
was on the loose. He ordered his top officials to “send all your 
available teams into Libya,” only to be told they already had 
deployed all the manpower available, a single team, two 
former officials said. 

To make up for such shortfalls, the agency normally hires 
extra people, often retired special operators with the requisite 
security clearance, military training and language ability. But 
the government mandate to slash contractor use has meant 
cutting contracts, according to two former officials familiar 
with the agency’s current hiring practices. Special operations 
troops could fill that gap, officials said. 
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8. Stennis Sailors Find Big Changes After 7 Months At Sea 
(KITSAP (WA) SUN 02 MAR 12) ... Steven Gardner 

BREMERTON — The kids grow up while their parents 
are at sea. 

Sometimes the Sailors grow up themselves. 

About 3,000 of them returned home to Bremerton on 
Friday aboard the aircraft carrier USS John C. Stennis to find 
their children more talkative and taller. 

Even the dogs grow up. 
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Kingston's Lacie Martin, 24, arrived home Friday after 
her first (and probably last) deployment to find that Ryker, the 
4-month-old Great Dane puppy she had left behind, now 
stands at chest level. 

She also came home to find Mariel, her daughter who 
turns 3 this month, much more talkative than she was seven 
months ago when the Stennis left port. 

"Apparently she's a real kid now," Martin said as she 
prepared to leave the ship Friday morning. "She's getting into 
a lot of mischief." 

Martin was part of a crew that the ship's commanding 
officer, Capt. Ronald Reis, said "knocked it out of the park." 

The ship supported wars in Iraq and Afghanistan. The 
crew also helped rescue an Iranian fishing vessel from pirates. 

That the deployment was considered a success makes the 
homecoming all that much sweeter, Reis said. 

His wife, Nancy Reis, has been through several of these 
homecomings and said she never fails to cry when she 
welcomes her husband back home to her and their two 
children. 

There are adjustments. "There is a transition time because 
I've been the boss of the house and taking care of things," she 
said. Their kids, 11-year-old Bridget and 5-year-old Ronnie, 
won't get to sleep in the parents' bed like they do when Dad's 
gone. They're much happier to have him home, though. 

The pier at Naval Base Kitsap in Bremerton was loaded 
with husbands, wives, boyfriends and girlfriends, as well as 
parents and children. All were saying much the same thing. 

Krystle Packer was there with her daughter Trinity, 2, and 
Elizabeth, 5 months, who both traveled in a collapsible wagon 
with a canopy to greet their father Tyler Packer. 

Tyler was at sea and found out from a friend's Facebook 
posting that Krystle was in labor. 

Krystle said having her husband coming home was "like 
one of those things when it's too good to be true." 

Erica Weaver was there to great her husband, Roger 
Weaver, who is coming home from what she believes will be 
his last deployment. 

Christopher Kight and Dana Elliott got engaged as soon 
as he got off the ship, something it seemed everyone on the 
pier except Dana knew was going to happen. 

"It was a total surprise," Elliott said of Kight's request. 
She said "Yes," as he presented her an engagement ring that 
had once belonged to her late grandmother. 

Sailors aboard the Stennis also relished the day. Jason 
May of Silverdale, awaiting his third homecoming, said: "It 
never gets old. It's all about coming home to people who love 
and support you." 

Richard Hight of Indiana said he was excited to see his 
mother, who he hadn't seen in 11 months. "It's bittersweet," he 
said. "It's finally over, but at the same time it's what you're 
used to. I had a lot of fun overseas, but I'm glad it's over." 

Martin's parents, Ann and Russ of Hansville, said Lacie 
was eager to see the world when she enlisted, but had 
reservations once she gave birth to Mariel. 

The Martins waited with Ryker the Great Dane, Mariel 
and Martin's boyfriend Chris Thebeau, who did two 
deployments of his own when he was in the Navy. 

While Lacie may have been nervous, her parents said, the 
experience had done her good. 

"She is much more mature," Ann Martin said. "She has a 
much better sense of humor." 

Lacie Martin, awaiting her turn to walk the ramp to her 
loved ones, could see the value as well. 

"It was good. I went to a lot of places I would've never 
seen if I hadn't done it, but it's great to be back at home. 

I think I'm going to go home and sit by the wood stove 
and relax," she said. 

For now she has no plans to deploy again. Martin's Navy 
career is scheduled to end in August. 
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9. USS Carney Sailors Back In Port After 7-Month Deployment 
(FLORIDA TIMES-UNION 05 MAR 12) ... Heather Lovejoy 

Hours of waiting, mounting anticipation, and then 
screams, tears and the waving of homemade posters 
exclaiming adoration — all the makings of celebrity 
appearances. But on Sunday morning at Mayport Naval 
Station, the stars were not actors or pop singers. They were 
crew members of the USS Carney returning to the U.S. after a 
seven-month deployment. 

About 250 Sailors stepped onto dry land amid cold, gusty 
winds, welcomed with the celebrity-like fanfare of family and 
friends who were chilled to the marrow but radiating with an 
unwavering warmth in their hearts. 

“It’s overjoying. You get so excited when you first see 
them. That’s when it really hits you, and you start screaming,” 
said Regina Duncan, who was waiting for her husband, Petty 
Officer 1st Class Kinyatto Duncan. 

Logging in excess of 55,000 nautical miles in seven 
months, the USS Carney’s mission was to conduct maritime 
operations with Denmark, France, Germany, Italy, Norway, 
Oman, Portugal and the United Kingdom. In a joint effort with 
the U.K., the crew members’ efforts resulted in the capture of 
two ships carrying more than 30 pirates, and the rescue of 19 
Indian Sailors and five civilian mariners. The crew also 

participated in several community service projects in Malta, 
Bahrain, and Rota, Spain, where Navy spokesman Bill Austin 
said the ship will eventually be stationed. 

It was the third time Regina Duncan stood anticipating 
her husband’s homecoming, this time accompanied by their 
three young children, his parents and his grandmother. Duncan 
said they counted down the days, marking their calendars. 
Dressed in fatigues, her daughter, 7-year-old Amayiah, said 
she would probably cry when she sees her dad because she 
missed him so much. 

Cindy Green was down from Concord, Ga., to greet her 
29-year-old daughter, Liz Magill, a gunner’s mate and “tough 
cookie.” Joined by her husband and Magill’s sisters and niece, 
Green said before the ship docked that they were excited and 
emotional. 

“We’re trying to keep ourselves together and not fall 
apart,” she said. 

Magill’s sister, Roxanne Dyal, who also traveled from 
Georgia, tried to stay stoic. 

“I’m going to try not to cry,” she said. “I’m not a big 
crier, but I missed her so much.” 
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As they were leaving the docking area with Magill by 
their sides, there were tears but even more smiles. 

“I am ecstatic, super-overwhelmed,” Magill said. “It’s so 
good to see family. We did a lot of hard work, and now it’s so 
great to be able to take a break.” 

Damage controlman and fire apprentice Willie Collins, 
20, of Jacksonville, drew a crowd of 18. Having just 
completed his first full-deployment, he was surrounded by 
cameras almost as soon as he set foot on land. 

“Coming back home is actually coming home for me,” he 
said. “That’s the best.” 

As the ship approached the dock, he was filled with so 
much anticipation that “minutes seemed like months.” 

“Pulling in felt almost as long as the deployment,” he 
said. 

View Gallery (25 Photos) 
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10. Blue Ridge And U.S. 7th Fleet Staff Arrive In Donghae 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 02 MAR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Fidel C. Hart, USS Blue Ridge Public Affairs 

DONGHAE, Republic of Korea -- U.S. Seventh Fleet 
flagship USS Blue Ridge (LCC 19) and embarked 7th Fleet 
staff arrived in Donghae, Republic of Korea (ROK) for a port 
visit March 2 

The visit will give the crew an opportunity to experience 
Korean culture in Donghae. While here, Sailors will also go 
on sightseeing tours, participate in community service events 
with their ROK navy partners, build friendships while 
attending a cultural art performance and participate in a 
Korean cultural-heritage tour. 

Blue Ridge is scheduled to welcome aboard ROK military 
and public officials, as well as members of the media to 
provide them with guided tours of the flagship. The tours will 
give guests a first hand look at the U.S. Navy's finest flagship. 

"We want to make sure that our allies in the Republic of 
Korea know that we are there to support them," said Senior 
Chief Hospital Corpsman Eric Mayes, Medical department 
leading chief petty officer. 

Mayes said the port visit offers Sailors a unique occasion 
to meet the Korean people and build stronger relationships 
with them. 

"The emphasis is the continued cooperation between the 
United States and the Republic of Korea. Our Sailors benefit 
greatly from port visits like this and we learn from other 
nations. The opportunity to experience the culture and history 
of this nation [Republic of Korea] broadens our Sailors' 
perspectives and makes us all better world citizens." 
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11. U.S. Guided-Missile Destroyer On Weekend Visit In South 
(INTERAKSYON (PHILIPPINES) 03 MAR 12) 

MANILA, Philippines -- Guided-missile destroyer USS 
Chafee (DDG 90) arrived in Iloilo on March 2 for a port visit 
and to participate in the U.S. Embassy program known as 
“America in 3D.” 

The three-day event started off with an Opening 
Ceremony on March 2 and will continue throughout the 
weekend, showcasing American culture, U.S. business and 
U.S. Embassy services in the Philippines. 

Dance and musical performances presenting the best of 
America – from ballroom to blues to Broadway and even hip-
hop are offered. The U.S. Navy’s high energy rock-and-roll 
band, The Orient Express, will perform musical hits, and 
visitors can enjoy free samples of American food and an 
exhibit of classic American cars and motorbikes, while 
learning about all of the ways that the U.S. and the Philippines 
are connected - including information about doing business 
with the U.S., applying for a U.S. visa, and even studying in 
the United States. 

The USS Chafee's visit to Iloilo is an opportunity for 
Chafee Sailors to engage and interact with the local 
community. The crew is excited to be in Iloilo during America 

in 3D because the event gives them the chance not only to 
learn about the Philippines, but to help teach others about the 
United States as well. “It’s an honor and pleasure to be in 
Iloilo supporting America in 3D,” said Commander Justin 
Kubu, the Chafee's commanding officer. 

“This weekend is a great opportunity to highlight the 
friendship and shared values that exist between the Philippines 
and the United States, while enhancing public understanding 
of the U.S. Navy’s mission,” said Commander Kubu. 

“Americans of Filipino descent, and even many 
Philippine citizens contribute significantly to the professional 
culture of the U.S. Navy today. Their service exemplifies the 
strong bond that exists between our two countries.” 

While in port, Chafee Sailors will take part in a variety of 
community relations events in partnership with local 
organizations including refurbishing an elementary school, 
planting mangroves as part of a city-wide river cleanup 
initiative, and leading soccer and basketball clinics for young 
athletes. The ship’s culinary specialists will also be onstage at 
“America in 3D” in a presentation called “Cooking Aboard a 
U.S. Navy Ship.” 
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12. HSV-SPS 12 Marines Conduct SMEEs With Haitian National Police 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 02 MAR12) ... Lt. Matthew Comer, High Speed Vessel-Southern Partnership Station 2012 Public Affairs 

CAP-HAITIEN, Haiti -- U.S. Marines from High Speed 
Vessel (HSV) 2 Swift partnered with United Nations Police 
(UNPOL) to train the Haitian National Police (HNP) in Cap-
Haitien, Haiti, March 1. 

Nine Marines from Swift are working for two weeks to 
conduct subject matter expert exchanges (SMEEs) with the 
HNP and an UNPOL team of five from France, Spain, Serbia 
and Egypt, who are part of the U.N. Stabilization Mission in 
Haiti. 
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"This is our first opportunity to work with a police force," 
said 2nd Lt. Lucas Helms, HSV-Southern Partnership Station 
2012 (HSV-SPS 12) Marine detachment officer in charge. "I 
strongly feel that the relationships we've built and the 
exchanges we've provided will have a positive and long-
lasting impact on the Haitian National Police." 

The partnership was hosted by the U.N. Chilean battalion 
base in Cap-Haitien. The evolution, which began Feb. 20, is 
scheduled to conclude March 3. The SMEE was broken into 
two weeklong sessions allowing 38 HNP from the northern 
regions of Haiti to participate. 

"Our goal is to elevate the Haitians to a level where they 
are self-reliant," said Egyptian Maj. Tarek Zoghla, director 
adjoint U.N Police Training Academy, Port-au-Prince. "We 
are teaching a variety of skills to prepare them to provide the 
proper service to the Haitian people." 

The course covered crowd control, non-lethal weapons 
training, martial arts, leadership, pistol marksmanship, ethics 
and human rights. The instruction included classroom and 
practical exercises, which taught the HNP how to properly use 

riot gear and isolate members of a crowd. With each practical 
exercise, the students discussed the responsible use of force. 
The instruction culminates in a live-fire pistol exercise, which 
demonstrates the culmination of skills and responsibilities 
taught throughout the week. 

"For the Marines here it has been a unique experience 
working with the HNP," said Staff Sgt. Mark Miller, attached 
to HSV-SPS 12 Marine detachment. "They have shown a great 
interest in expanding their knowledge, and their enthusiasm 
has set a professional standard." 

The Haitian National Police partnership is one part of the 
three-week HSV-SPS 12 mission in Haiti. Service members 
from each of the armed services are working with the host-
nation partners, exchanging information regarding medical 
and veterinary practices, small unit leadership, and port 
security. 

Haiti is the last stop of the HSV-SPS 12 four-month 
mission, which visited the Dominican Republic, El Salvador, 
Guatemala, Panama and Peru. 
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13. USS Mount Whitney Returns To Malta 
(MALTA STAR 04 MAR 12) 

U.S. Navy ship USS Mount Whitney (LCC 20) returned 
to Malta’s historic Grand Harbour on March 4, 2012. The 
ship’s last visit to Malta was in 2007. While in Malta, the USS 
Mount Whitney will receive regularly scheduled maintenance 
at the Palumbo Shipyard. 

The shipyard visit is a normal part of the Mount 
Whitney’s scheduled life-cycle maintenance and is intended to 
maintain the readiness of the vessel. During this time, the crew 
will enjoy several days of rest and recuperation and will have 
ample opportunity to visit the historical and cultural treasures 
of Malta. In keeping with U.S. Navy tradition, members of the 
crew have volunteered to participate in community relations 
projects that support Malta’s local communities. 

Malta’s reputation as a safe and welcoming port had a 
significant influence in the U.S. Navy’s decision to bring the 

USS Mount Whitney to Malta. Ultimately the shipyard repair 
contract was awarded in a competitive bidding process based 
on the company’s experience, capabilities, transparency, 
flexibility, and the value of its offer. 

U.S. Chargé d’Affaires Arnold Campbell commented 
upon the ship’s arrival, “The U.S. Embassy is pleased to 
welcome the USS Mount Whitney to Malta in a continuation 
of the great tradition that began in the 18th century of 
American naval vessels seeking repairs and supplies in 
Malta’s safe harbor. The repairs will capitalize on the 
shipyards vast expertise while providing jobs to dock workers 
and the people of Malta who will host more than 200 crew 
members during the visit.” 

USS Mount Whitney is under the command of Captain 
Ted R. Williams. 
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14. Pushing The Fleet Too Far? 
Routine 8-month deployments part of Navy's plan to meet global demand 
(NAVY TIMES 12 MAR 12) ... Sam Fellman 

The fleet is busy and about to get busier. Ship 
deployments were once routinely six months. Then, the Navy 
stretched them to seven. Now, officials are planning nearly a 
dozen ship deployments over the next two years that reach out 
to eight months — a duration that until recently was limited to 
wars and crises. 

Six ships are scheduled for eight-month deployments this 
year and five ships for 2013, Juan Garcia, assistant Navy 
secretary for manpower and reserve affairs, told Navy Times 
on Feb. 22. 

The latest spate of long deployments was due to crises, 
Navy officials have said. The amphibious assault ship Bataan, 
amphibious transport dock Mesa Verde and dock landing ship 
Whidbey Island returned in early February from a 10½-month 
deployment, one of the longest in decades. They left three 
months early to relieve the Kearsarge Amphibious Ready 
Group, which launched air strikes in the Libya campaign; the 

Kearsarge ARG's deployment lasted 8½ months. Then there's 
the aircraft carrier Carl Vinson — along with the cruiser 
Bunker Hill and Carrier Air Wing 17 — which deployed only 
5½ months after returning from a 6½-month cruise. 

The fleet is already straining to meet presence demands 
around the globe, and scheduling eight-month deployments 
may lead to even longer cruises when crises arise, former fleet 
leaders say. Even scheduling ship deployments for eight 
months is new, one said. 

"This is a change in policy," said retired Vice Adm. Lou 
Crenshaw, a former deputy chief of naval operations for 
resources, requirements and assessments who retired in 2006. 
"It was a sacred rule that it was six months portal-to-portal and 
barring some type of operational contingency, we just didn't 
break that rule." 

The longer deployment plan comes even as the Navy has 
announced it is slowing shipbuilding over the next five years 
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and is decommissioning seven cruisers and two dock landing 
ships early to save money. 

"The math doesn't work out here," said Rep. Randy 
Forbes, R-Va., chairman of the House Armed Services 
readiness committee and an outspoken advocate for building 
more ships. "We can't be pushing our men and women this 
hard, this long. We can't be pushing our vessels this long, this 
hard. We have no control of when these crises pop up, but we 
do have some control of whether or not we're producing more 
ships." 

The Navy's recent budget will leave the fleet with fewer 
ships to task and could push the fleet past a tipping point if 
demand doesn't let up, one former Navy official warned. 

"If you are assuming a certain coverage for your force, 
but you just keep making a smaller Navy — albeit more 
capable — and there's a point where you cannot cover the 
bases," said retired Vice Adm. Peter Daly, who was the No. 2 
at Fleet Forces Command until last year. "And I think we're 
confronting that right now." 

‘Negative Retention Effect' 
Ship cruises were once routinely six months. That, like so 

much else, changed after the Sept. 11 attacks. Since then, 
deployment lengths have grown so much that the Navy 
considers seven-month cruises routine. 

The last time the Navy scheduled eight-month 
deployments to meet presence needs was in the mid-1980s, 
and there were enough that researchers could measure the 
retention effects on those crews against the rest of the fleet. 
They found that retention dropped for crews on longer, 
scheduled deployments compared with the rest of the Navy. 

"We found a small negative retention effect, 1 to 2 
percentage point decrease in retention, if the Sailor had to 
experience one of these eight-month or longer deployments," 
said Henry Griffis, a research manager at the Center for Naval 
Analyses, a federally funded research center in Arlington, Va. 

In 1986, the Navy adopted a rule that set deployment 
schedules for no longer than six months, a plan that it largely 
held to through 2007, when CNA last studied it, Griffis said. 
He added that the longer deployments since 9/11 have mostly 
been due to crises, such as the surge of forces after the attacks. 
During this period, long cruises haven't driven out Sailors, he 
said. 

"We didn't find any negative effects for the long 
deployments through that era," Griffis said, referring to the 

latest study. "And in fact, [we] maybe even found some 
positive effects of the long deployments. And we attribute that 
to when Sailors are responding to real events and real crises, 
they feel good about what they're doing." 

Nonetheless, the biggest factor in whether Sailors stay in 
or get out is the economy, Griffis said. 

The authority to schedule deployments for up to seven 
months now rests with the Pacific Fleet and Fleet Forces 
Command, said Daly, the former deputy commander at FFC 
who is the chief executive of the U.S. Naval Institute. It wasn't 
clear whether these same officials could authorize 
deployments for eight months or longer. 

But in using this authority too often, the Navy runs the 
risk of burning its crews and hulls out, Daly cautioned. That's 
because the Navy is getting 'stretched thinner and emergencies 
will only extend deployments further, which has repercussions 
for more follow-on ships. 

"We've crept up from six to seven months," Daly said. 
"And then if you overlay on top of that these crises, then you 
get the Kearsarges and the Bataans. And then every time you 
get a Kearsarge or a Bataan, then somebody else has to pick 
up the slack and that seven-monther could creep into an eight-
monther down the road. 

"If you don't watch it," he continued, "you end up saying 
that six months is good, saying that seven months is 
acceptable, but you end up executing eight months or more 
and then you end up seeing the problems in training and 
maintaining." 

But another fleet expert said the Navy can shoulder longer 
deployments. Crenshaw, the former N8, pointed out that six-
month deployments became the rule for retention reasons — 
no longer a concern with today's record retention. 

What's more, deployments are less isolating: Crew 
members can stay in touch with their families via email and 
social media, instead of relying solely on mail call. And 
compared with the yearlong combat tours that soldiers now 
serve, "seven months doesn't sound all that bad," Crenshaw 
said. 

"Nobody said six months was the right number," 
Crenshaw continued. "With the economy the way it is and the 
retention rates that the Navy has now, they can afford to 
extend them a little bit." 

He added, "I don't think it's the end of the world." 
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15. Navy Preps For Anti-Terror Exercise; You Should, Too 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 05 MAR 12) ... Corinne Reilly 

It was one of the worst morning commutes in Hampton 
Roads in recent memory. 

Just over a year ago, the Navy held a national anti-
terrorism exercise that required extra security checks at bases 
across the region, causing big backups that trapped Sailors and 
civilians alike in their cars for hours. 

The bad news: The exercise is about to happen again. 
The good news: The Navy says this year won't be as 

rough, in large part because of lessons the service learned last 
time. 

The annual training, dubbed Solid Curtain-Citadel Shield, 
is designed to help the Navy practice how it would respond to 
multiple terrorist threats at home. The only things most Sailors 

know in advance are that it will take place March 19-24, and it 
will involve some kind of simulated scenario in which they're 
under attack. Possibilities include anything from biological 
warfare waged by foreign terrorists to an assault by domestic 
extremists. 

Once the scenario is in motion, Sailors across the country 
must respond as if it were real. 

The Navy doesn't reveal many details publicly, but when 
the exercise took place in February 2011, one component was 
painfully obvious to commuters - the extra precautions at all 
base entrances, including more ID checks, thorough vehicle 
searches and bomb-sniffing dogs. Lines to get onto bases grew 
so long that they snarled traffic across the region, including on 
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interstates. Some drivers reported sitting in their cars for 
longer than three hours. 

Navy officials aren't promising there won't be problems 
this year, but they've taken steps they think will make a 
difference, said Capt. Mary Jackson, the commanding officer 
at Norfolk Naval Station. She said the service is making a 
bigger effort this year to warn commuters so they can make 
plans to avoid roads around bases. Besides asking the media to 
help spread the word, Jackson said the Navy is reaching out to 
neighborhood groups and civic leagues. 

The service is asking civilian employees who work on 
base to stay home if they can on March 23, the day of the 
exercise that the Navy anticipates will include the extra 
security checks at base entrances. Some civilians are being 
encouraged to use vacation time that day while others will 
work longer days earlier in the week or telecommute, said 
Capt. Matthew Colburn, with Fleet Forces Command. 

Jackson said the Navy will coordinate better this year 
with various civilian agencies, including cities, school 
districts, police departments and the Virginia Department of 
Transportation. Over the past year, she said, officials at local 
bases have begun holding regular meetings with 
representatives from the agencies, where they've talked 
through various scenarios and identified shortfalls and 
solutions. 

She gave an example: The Navy recently designated a 
handful of personnel who will serve as formal liaisons to 
VDOT. 

In a sense, Jackson said, what happened last year shows 
that the exercise worked exactly as intended; it helped the 
Navy to recognize a deficiency, and then to take steps to fix it 
- something that will prove important in the event of a real 
attack. 

"It's really opened our lines of communication," she said. 
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16. ‘Loose Talk Of War’ Only Helps Iran, President Says 
(NEW YORK TIMES 05 MAR 12) ... Helene Cooper 

WASHINGTON — As Republicans on the campaign trail 
ramped up their support for Israel in a possible military strike 
on Iran, President Obama used a speech before a pro-Israel 
lobbying group on Sunday to warn against the “loose talk of 
war” that could serve to speed Iran toward a nuclear weapon. 

In a forceful address to the group, the influential 
American Israel Public Affairs Committee, Mr. Obama 
declared that he would not tolerate a nuclear-armed Iran and 
would act — with military force, if necessary — to prevent 
that from happening. 

But he made it clear that he did not believe that a strike on 
Iran would serve the interests of either the United States or 
Israel. And he chided his Republican critics for, as he 
described it, putting politics ahead of American national 
security interests. 

“Already, there is too much loose talk of war,” Mr. 
Obama said. “Over the last few weeks such talk has only 
benefited the Iranian government by driving up the price of 
oil, which they depend on to fund their nuclear program. 

“For the sake of Israel’s security, America’s security and 
the peace and security of the world, now is not the time for 
bluster.” 

And as he often does, Mr. Obama quoted President 
Theodore Roosevelt: “Speak softly. Carry a big stick.” 

For Mr. Obama, the speech, before some of Israel’s 
loudest and staunchest supporters in the United States, was a 
political high-wire act, an effort to demonstrate his 
commitment to Israel’s security without signaling American 
support for a pre-emptive strike against Iran. And it was an 
effort to confront the Republican presidential candidates who 
have turned the Iranian nuclear issue into the top item in their 
litmus test for demonstrating support for Israel. 

Even as Mr. Obama was giving his keynote address to the 
AIPAC conference, Newt Gingrich, the former House speaker, 
was questioning the president’s Iran strategy on the Sunday 
talk shows. “We’re being played for fools,” Mr. Gingrich said 
on “State of the Union” on CNN. “Israel is such a small 

country; it is so compact that two or three nuclear weapons 
would be equivalent to a second Holocaust.” 

After Mr. Obama’s speech, Mitt Romney, the former 
Massachusetts governor, said at a campaign stop near Atlanta, 
“If Barack Obama gets re-elected, Iran will have a nuclear 
weapon, and the world will change if that’s the case.” Mr. 
Gingrich, Mr. Romney and Rick Santorum are also scheduled 
to address AIPAC this week. 

Mr. Obama, who has often lamented the United States’ 
invasion of Iraq in 2003, made reference to European and 
American intelligence assessments that have found no 
evidence that Iran has decided to pursue a nuclear weapon. 
Recent assessments by American spy agencies have also 
reaffirmed intelligence findings in 2007 and 2010 that 
concluded that Iran had abandoned its nuclear weapons 
program. 

“The United States and Israel both assess that Iran does 
not yet have a nuclear weapon,” Mr. Obama said. He also 
promised vigilance to make sure that Iran’s civilian nuclear 
agenda did not turn into a weapons program. 

A European official closely involved in the diplomatic 
efforts on Iran said on Sunday that “while the intentions of the 
Iranian regime remain opaque, we don’t believe they have 
made the decision to weaponize.” 

“There are a lot of moving parts,” the official said, 
speaking on grounds of anonymity. “Meanwhile, the war 
drumbeat is beating louder in Washington.” 

Mr. Obama made it clear that he considers diplomacy, 
and the policy of sanctions set in motion by the United States 
and Europe, as the best hopes for getting Iran to not pursue a 
nuclear weapon. 

It was at times a defensive speech, delivered by a 
president who was initially criticized for pushing Israel too 
hard to make concessions for peace with the Palestinians. 
Over three years, Mr. Obama’s relationship with Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu of Israel has deteriorated as Mr. 
Netanyahu balked at American demands. Mr. Obama has 
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retreated, largely putting aside the Palestinian issue for the rest 
of this term. 

But at the same time, a far more vigorous sanctions policy 
against Iran’s nuclear program has gone into effect on Mr. 
Obama’s watch, with Europe agreeing to impose an oil 
embargo on Iran, a step that was unthinkable as recently as 
four years ago. 

Mr. Obama has nonetheless been dogged by Republican 
criticism that he has not backed Israel strongly enough, with 
Iran’s nuclear ambitions now front and center in that debate. 

Mr. Obama is to meet with Mr. Netanyahu on Monday at 
the White House, where the prime minister is expected to 
continue to pressure the United States to take a harder line on 
Iran. Specifically, Mr. Netanyahu wants Mr. Obama to be 
more explicit about the circumstances under which the United 
States would carry out a strike. 

Israeli officials are demanding that Iran agree to halt its 
uranium enrichment, and that the suspension be verified by 
United Nations inspectors, before the West resumes 
negotiations with Tehran on its nuclear program. The White 
House has rejected that demand, arguing that Iran would never 
agree to a blanket ban upfront. 

Last month, Iran abandoned preconditions for resuming 
international negotiations over its nuclear programs that the 
West had considered unacceptable. The United States and 
other countries involved in the negotiations — Britain, China, 
France, Germany and Russia — are now considering their 
response to an Iranian letter that for the first time in more than 
a year appeared to open the door for resuming talks. 

Diplomats involved in the negotiations, wary that the 
Iranians might be trying to stall, are now discussing how to 
present a concrete set of demands that Iran must first meet. 
American officials have said that the Iranians’ letter shows 
that the steadily tightening diplomatic and economic sanctions 
might force Tehran to change course. 

In many ways, Mr. Obama’s speech was meant to 
demonstrate that he would use military options as a last resort. 

“I do not have a policy of containment,” Mr. Obama said, 
to applause from the huge crowd at the Washington 
convention center. “I have a policy to prevent Iran from 

obtaining a nuclear weapon. And as I’ve made clear time and 
again during the course of my presidency, I will not hesitate to 
use force when it is necessary to defend the United States and 
its interests.” 

At the same time, he seemed to indicate that he would not 
be pushed into military action. 

“As president and commander in chief, I have a deeply 
held preference for peace over war,” Mr. Obama said. “I have 
sent men and women into harm’s way. I have seen the 
consequences of those decisions in the eyes of those I meet 
who have come back gravely wounded, and the absence of 
those who don’t make it home.” He called the image of 
wounded American soldiers “the most searing of my 
presidency.” 

“For this reason,” he said, “as part of my solemn 
obligation to the American people, I only use force when the 
time and circumstances demand it. And I know that Israeli 
leaders also know all too well the costs and consequences of 
war, even as they recognize their obligation to defend their 
country.” 

AIPAC leaders praised Mr. Obama for saying that he 
would not tolerate a nuclear Iran, and for explicitly ruling out 
a strategy of containment similar to the one used against the 
Soviet Union. 

“The president said some welcome things today on Iran,” 
said Josh Block, a former AIPAC spokesman, “including 
making clear that he has a policy of prevention, not 
containment, explicitly pointing to a military option, 
delivering an extended explanation of why it is in America’s 
interest to stop Iran, and in particular making explicitly clear 
that Israel has a sovereign right to defend themselves as they 
see fit.” 

There was a sharply different reaction at J Street, a 
prominent pro-Israel lobbying group that is less hawkish. 
Daniel Levy, a former Israeli peace negotiator, said Mr. 
Obama “gave the domestic and mainstream Israeli audiences 
what they wanted without giving Bibi what he wanted,” 
referring to Mr. Netanyahu’s nickname. “He refused to lie 
down for Bibi.” 
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17. Top U.S. Admiral: Arming The Syrian Rebels Would Help Oust Assad 
(FOREIGN POLICY 02 MAR 12) ... Josh Rogin 

If the international community gave the Syrian rebels 
arms, communications equipment, and intelligence, that would 
help speed President Bashar al-Assad's removal from power, 
the top U.S. military official in Europe said Thursday. 

Navy Admiral James Stavridis, Commander of U.S. 
European Command and Supreme Allied Commander-Europe, 
told the Senate Armed Services that NATO is not doing any 
"detailed planning" for ways to aid the Syrian opposition or 
protect Syrian civilians. But under intense questioning from 
the committee's ranking Republican, Sen. John McCain (R-
AZ), Stavridis admitted he believed that giving material aid to 
the rebels would help them get better organized and push 
forward the process of getting the Assad to step down. 

"Yesterday the secretary-general of NATO, Mr. 
Rasmussen, told The Cable, quote, ‘We haven't had any 
discussions about a NATO role in Syria and I don't envision 

such a role for the alliance,'" McCain said, referring directly to 
our Feb. 29 exclusive interview with Anders Fogh Rasmussen. 

"Is it true that NATO is doing no contingency planning of 
any kind with respect to Syria, including for the provision of 
humanitarian and medical assistance?" McCain asked 
Stavridis. 

"We're not doing any detailed contingency planning at 
this point, senator, and there's a reason for that. Within the 
NATO command structure, there has to be an authorization 
from the North Atlantic Council before we can conduct 
detailed planning," Stavridis said. The North Atlantic Council 
is the body charged with making NATO policy decisions. 

After getting Stavridis to confirm he believes the Syrian 
crisis is now an armed conflict between government and 
opposition forces, McCain then asked Stavridis if the 
provision of arms, communication equipment, and tactical 
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intelligence would help the Syrian opposition to better 
organize itself and push Assad from power. 

"I would think it would. Yes, sir," Stavridis replied. 
McCain contrasted NATO's reluctance to intervene in 

Syria with previous NATO missions to halt massacres in 
Bosnia and Kosovo. Sen. Joe Lieberman (I-CT) seconded that 
comparison at the hearing. 

"This does remind me of experiences we had in Bosnia 
and Kosovo in the '90s," Lieberman said. "It actually took 
quite a while for us to build the political will, both here and in 
Europe, to get involved there. And while we were doing that, a 
lot of people got killed, and the same is happening in Syria 
now. I hope it doesn't take us so long." 

Just down the hall from the SASC hearing, two top State 
Department officials were giving an entirely different take on 
the efficacy of arming the rebels. Assistant Secretary of State 
for Near Eastern Affairs Jeffrey Feltman and Ambassador to 
Syria Robert Ford told the Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee that the administration just doesn't think that 
arming the Syria rebels is a good idea. 

"We've been very hesitant about pouring fuel onto a 
conflagration that Assad himself has set," Feltman testified 
Thursday. "So we're very cautious about this whole area of 
questioning and that's why we have worked with this 
international consensus on political tracks, on economic 
tracks, on diplomatic tracks, in order to get to the tipping point 
we were talking about earlier." 

As Ben Smith in Politico reported Thursday, the Syria 
issue has divided Congress on traditional party and ideological 
lines -- lines that were muddled during the debate over 
intervention in Libya because of internal Republican 
disagreement. Most GOP senators and leading congressmen, 
along with all the GOP presidential candidates, are urging the 
Obama administration to begin directly aiding the Syrian 
rebels now. 

Leading congressional Democrats, to the extent they have 
commented on the issue, have been more reluctant to get more 
involved in the Syria crisis. House Armed Services Committee 
ranking Democrat Adam Smith (D-WA) told reporters 
Thursday, "If there is something we can do that will make an 
immediate difference that is not overly risky in terms of our 
own lives and cost, we should try. Right now I don't see that 
we have that type of support for something inside of Syria." 

"It is critical that we all proceed with extreme caution and 
with our eyes wide open," SFRC Chairman John Kerry (D-
MA) said at the Thursday hearing. "There are serious 
questions to be answered about the Free Syrian Army, but it is 
not too soon to think about how the international community 
could shape its thinking or encourage restraint." 

The debate in Congress over aiding the Syrian rebels will 
ramp up next week, with a March 6 SASC hearing with 
Central Command chief Gen. James Mattis and a March 7 
SASC hearing with Defense Secretary Leon Panetta and Joint 
Chiefs Chairman Gen. Martin Dempsey. 
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18. China Boosts Defense Budget 11 Percent After U.S. "Pivot" 
(REUTERS 04 FEB 12) ... Chris Buckley 

BEIJING - China will boost military spending by 11.2 
percent this year, the government said on Sunday, unveiling 
Beijing's first defense budget since President Barack Obama 
launched a policy "pivot" to reinforce U.S. influence across 
the Asia-Pacific. 

The increase announced by parliament spokesman Li 
Zhaoxing will bring official outlays on the People's Liberation 
Army to 670.3 billion yuan ($110 billion) for 2012, after a 
12.7 percent increase last year and a near-unbroken string of 
double-digit rises across two decades . 

Beijing's public budget is widely thought by foreign 
experts to undercount its real spending on military 
modernization, which has unnerved Asian neighbors and 
drawn repeated calls from Washington for China to share 
more about its intentions. 

Li said the world has nothing to fear, and the money spent 
on the PLA paled in comparison with the Pentagon's outlays. 

"You can see that we have 1.3 billion people with a large 
land areas and a long coastline, but our outlays on defense are 
quite low compared to other major countries," Li told a news 
conference before the annual full session of the National 
People's Congress, the Communist Party-controlled legislature 
that will approve the budget. 

"China's limited military power is for the sake of 
preserving national sovereignty, security, and territorial 
integrity," said Li, a former foreign minister. "Fundamentally, 
it constitutes no threat to other countries." 

Asian neighbors, however, have been nervous about 
Beijing's expanding military, and this latest double-digit rise 

could reinforce disquiet in Japan, India, Southeast Asia and 
self-ruled Taiwan, which China considers part of its territory. 

Obama has sought to reassure Asian allies that the United 
States will stay a key player in the area, and the Pentagon has 
said it will "rebalance toward the Asia-Pacific region". 

"Eleven percent, for a Chinese defense budget, is what I 
would characterize as a reasonably sizeable increase," said C. 
Uday Bhaskar, a former director of India's Institute for 
Defense Studies and Analyses in New Delhi. 

"It also, I would say, goes beyond the normal pegging we 
do for inflation, and it would be noted with great interest and 
concern by China's principal interlocutors," he said. 

Obama's proposed budget for the fiscal year of 2013 calls 
for a Pentagon base budget of $525.4 billion, about $5.1 
billion less than approved for 2012. 

"Growing Bolder" 
Beijing has sought to balance long-standing wariness 

about U.S. intentions with steady relations with Washington, 
especially as both governments focus on domestic politics this 
year, when Obama faces a re-election fight and China's ruling 
Communist Party undergoes a leadership handover. 

But the U.S. "pivot" has fanned unease in China, with 
some PLA officers calling it an effort to fence in their country 
and frustrate Beijing's territorial claims. 

China has advertised its long-term military ambitions with 
shows of new hardware, including its first test flight of a 
stealth fighter jet in early 2011 and its launch of a fledgling 
aircraft carrier in August -- both trials of technologies that 
remain years from deployment. 
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Beijing is also building new submarines, surface ships 
and anti-ship ballistic missiles as part of its naval 
modernization. 

China's military build-up is likely to continue "unabated,” 
irrespective of recent U.S. moves in Asia, the U.S. military 
commander for the Asia-Pacific region, Admiral Robert 
Willard, said on Tuesday. 

Japan and China have locked horns over islands each 
claims in the East China Sea; Vietnam, the Philippines and 
other nations have challenged Beijing over claims to swathes 
of the South China Sea that could be rich in oil and gas. 

A spokesman for Philippines' Department of National 
Defense, Peter Paul Galvez, said the latest increase in PLA 
spending was not cause for alarm. Others were more anxious. 

"China shares its land border with 14 countries; it used to 
make sense that a country in such a position maintains strong 
conventional forces," said Kazuya Sakamoto, a professor at 
Osaka University in Japan who researches international 
security. 

"But in this nuclear age, it does not really make sense that 
China, a nuclear-armed country, continues to build up its 
military at such a pace." 

Symbolic Value, Practical Limitations 
The Pentagon estimated China's real total military outlays 

in 2010 were over $160 billion, which would easily make it 
the world's second biggest defense spender after the United 
States. 

But China's military modernization should be kept in 
perspective, said Michael Beckley, a research fellow at 
Harvard University's Belfer Center, who has studied the 
strength of China and the United States. 

"There's no doubt China's new hardware has important 
symbolic value and, at least in the case of the ASBM, 
important coercive value - the U.S. navy has to think twice 
now before getting too close to China's shores," Beckley said 
in emailed comments, referring to China's anti-ship ballistic 
missile. 

"But the PLA's progress needs to be viewed in the context 
of China's low level of economic development," he added. 

"China's economic weaknesses constrain its ability to 
produce cohesive military systems that link weapons and 
soldiers to sensors, satellites and command centers." 
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19. China Lays Out Stance On Syria, Rejects 'Interference' 
(REUTERS 04 MAR 12) ... Chris Buckley and Giles Elgood 

BEIJING - China warned other powers on Sunday not to 
use humanitarian aid for Syria to "interfere" in the strife-torn 
Middle Eastern country, while urging unity in the U.N. 
Security Council after a split with Western powers over the 
crisis. 

The Chinese Foreign Ministry laid out its stance on Syria 
as the Security Council contemplates a new resolution, after 
two previous ones were stymied by Chinese and Russian 
vetoes. 

Even China, which has talked up room for compromise 
between Syrian government and opposition forces, sounded 
bleak about the unstinting violence. 

"It is deeply worrying that the situation in Syria remains 
grave. Violent clashes are continuing, political dialogue still 
cannot start, and the prospects of a peaceful settlement to the 
crisis are still dim," said the statement from an unnamed 
"leading official" in China's Foreign Ministry. 

The unusually long five-point statement in English 
appeared to be Beijing's effort to lay down its position for any 
fresh international action authorized by the U.N. Security 
Council. 

Western powers have proposed a United Nations 
resolution authorizing humanitarian aid. And the newly 
appointed U.N.-Arab League envoy on the Syria crisis, former 
U.N. Secretary-General Kofi Annan, is seeking to staunch the 
violence. 

Syrian forces bombarded parts of the shattered city of 
Homs Saturday and for a second day blocked Red Cross aid 
meant for civilians stranded for weeks without food and fuel 
in the former rebel stronghold, activists and aid workers said. 

"The Syrian government and all parties concerned should 
immediately, fully and unconditionally cease all acts of 
violence, particularly violence against innocent civilians," said 
the statement. 

"As a permanent member of the Security Council, China 
is ready to earnestly fulfill its responsibilities, engage in equal-
footed, patient and full consultation with other parties on the 
political solution to the Syrian crisis in an effort to safeguard 
the unity of the Security Council." 

Until now, Beijing has mostly avoided singling out the 
Syrian government when calling for an end to the bloodshed. 

The United Nations says security forces have killed more 
than 7,500 civilians during an 11-month government 
crackdown on pro-democracy protesters. The government says 
2,000 members of the security forces have been killed. 

China and Russia joined other U.N. Security Council 
members Thursday in expressing "deep disappointment" at 
Syria's failure to allow the U.N. humanitarian aid chief Valerie 
Amos to visit the country and urged that she be allowed in 
immediately. 

But China has also long been reluctant to back 
international intervention in domestic turmoil. That wariness 
was rekindled last year when NATO forces cited a U.N. 
resolution to protect civilians in warring Libya as authority for 
an air bombing campaign that was crucial to eventually 
ousting Muammar Gaddafi. 

China abstained that from Libya resolution, but later 
suggested NATO powers exceeded the U.N. mandate through 
their expanding bombing campaign. 

The latest statement emphasized China does not want to 
open the way to similar action against the Syrian government 
through any international humanitarian action. 

"We oppose anyone interfering in Syria's internal affairs 
under the pretext of 'humanitarian' issues," it said. 

China and Russia have twice used their veto power as 
permanent members of the Security Council to quash 
proposed resolutions condemning Damascus and urging 
Syrian President Bashar al-Assad to give up power. 
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"China does not approve of armed interference or pushing 
for 'regime change' in Syria, and believes that use or threat of 

sanctions does not help to resolve this issue appropriately," the 
Chinese Foreign Ministry statement said. 
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20. North Korea's Kim Visits DMZ, Orders High Alert 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 04 MAR 12) ... Hyung-Jin Kim 

SEOUL, South Korea — North Korean leader Kim Jong 
Un visited the heavily armed border with rival South Korea 
and ordered troops to be on high alert, state media reported 
Sunday, just days after Washington and Pyongyang agreed to 
a nuclear deal after years of deadlock. 

Kim's visit to Panmunjom village in the Demilitarized 
Zone, his first reported trip there since the December death of 
his father, Kim Jong Il, comes amid escalating militaristic 
rhetoric aimed at U.S. ally South Korea. 

Recent North Korean threats, including vows of a "sacred 
war" against Seoul over U.S.-South Korean military drills, 
appear to be aimed at a domestic audience, analysts say, and 
could be an effort to bolster Kim Jong Un's credentials as a 
military leader after showing off his diplomatic skills on the 
U.S. nuclear deal. 

Still, the rhetoric keeps the region on edge and 
complicates diplomatic efforts to settle the standoff over North 
Korea's nuclear weapons program. Washington has said that 
better inter-Korean ties are crucial for diplomacy to succeed. 
North Korea has also acted on its threats in the past. Fifty 
South Koreans died in violence blamed on North Korea in 
2010, leading to fears of a broader conflict. 

On Sunday, tens of thousands of North Koreans rallied in 
Pyongyang, vowing to topple South Korean President Lee 
Myung-bak, who ended a no-strings-attached aid policy to the 
North when he took power in 2008, instead linking assistance 
to nuclear disarmament. The city's main Kim Il Sung Square 
was packed with soldiers dressed in olive green uniforms and 
citizens who stood at attention as speakers criticized Lee's 
government. Huge propaganda placards and portraits of Kim Il 
Sung and Kim Jong Il towered above the crowd. 

In rhetoric typical of the North, military chief Ri Yong Ho 
warned in a speech that the North Korean army would "sweep 
out" the South Korean traitors using their guns, according to 
footage from North Korea's state TV. 

Soldiers and citizens later paraded in rows through the 
plaza, carrying fluttering red flags, pumping their fists and 
chanting, "Let's kill Lee Myung-bak by tearing him to pieces." 

The threats are aimed internally as Kim Jong Un bolsters 
his power among the elite and military as the third generation 
of his family to lead the country, said Jeung Young-tae, an 
analyst with the Korea Institute for National Unification in 
Seoul. 

"It's something that Kim Jong Un must do as the 
successor," Jeung said. "The North did a similar thing when 
Kim Jong Il appeared as the new leader" in 1994 following the 
death of his father, North Korea founder Kim Il Sung, he said. 

North Korea accuses the United States and South Korea 
of holding the joint military drills as preparation for a 
northward invasion. The allies say the military exercises, 
which began last week and are scheduled to end in late April, 
are routine and defensive in nature. 

Pyongyang is also angry about a South Korean military 
unit near Seoul recently posting threatening slogans beneath 
portraits of Kim Jong Un and his father. 

During his Panmunjom visit, Kim Jong Un told troops to 
"maintain the maximum alertness as they are standing in 
confrontation with the enemies at all times," according to the 
official Korean Central News Agency. 

State TV aired photos of Kim, dressed in a dark overcoat, 
shaking hands with a helmeted soldier and giving rifles and 
machine guns as souvenirs to troops. 

Panmunjom is a cluster of huts inside the 154-mile (248-
kilometer) -long DMZ, which is jointly overseen by the U.S.-
led U.N. Command and North Korea in an arrangement 
established in 1953 to supervise the cease-fire that ended the 
three-year Korean War. About 28,500 American troops are 
still stationed in South Korea. 

Panmunjom has drawn other high-profile visitors in times 
of tension. 

U.S. Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton and then 
Defense Secretary Robert Gates traveled there in July 2010, 
four months after a warship sinking blamed on Pyongyang 
killed 46 South Korean sailors. North Korea has denied 
involvement. In 2002, then President George W. Bush visited 
Panmunjom a few weeks after he condemned North Korea as 
part of an "axis of evil." 

On Saturday, a spokesman for North Korea's National 
Defense Commission told a news conference that the United 
States must halt the joint military drills if it is serious about 
peace on the Korean peninsula. 

North Korea calls the U.S.-South Korean war games a 
threat to peace at a time when U.S. and North Korean officials 
are holding talks aimed at improving relations. 

The U.S. and North Korea announced last week that 
Washington had agreed to provide 240,000 metric tons of food 
aid in exchange for a freeze of North Korea's nuclear 
activities. A U.S. envoy is scheduled to meet with North 
Korean officials in Beijing on Wednesday to discuss the 
distribution of food. 

The deal is seen as a first step toward resuming six-nation 
nuclear disarmament-for-aid talks suspended in 2009, and a 
tentative move toward improving the tense relationship 
between the wartime foes. The six-nation talks involve the two 
Koreas, the U.S., China, Russia and Japan. 

"Talks and military exercises are contradictory," Maj. 
Gen. Kwak Chol Hui, deputy director of the National Defense 
Commission's Policy Department, told the news conference 
Saturday in response to a question from The Associated Press. 

North Korea considers the drills an additional affront 
because they are being staged during the semiofficial 100-day 
mourning period following Kim Jong Il's Dec. 17 death. 

Across Pyongyang, vans mounted with speakers drove 
through the streets Saturday broadcasting the statement 
denouncing South Korea. State media reported that 1.7 million 
young North Koreans signed up for military service in a 24-
hour period and that hundreds of thousands signed petitions 
calling for revenge. The figures could not be confirmed 
independently. 
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21. SDF To Join U.S.-Filipino Military Drill 
(KYODO NEWS 05 MAR 12) 

The Self-Defense Forces will participate for the first time 
in joint annual military exercises involving U.S. and Filipino 
forces in the Philippines from the end of this month to April, 
Japanese and Filipino diplomatic sources said Saturday. 

Australia and South Korea are also expected to take part 
for the first time in the exercises, called "Balikatan," a Filipino 
word meaning "shoulder to shoulder." 

The multilateralization of the exercise apparently reflects 
a move by the United States to stand up to China's recent 
provocations in the South China Sea. 

Japan will take part in a simulated exercise that is 
premised on a major earthquake and that is to be performed as 
part of the same exercise. The decision to make it a disaster 
training exercise was taken to avoid excessively provoking 
China, but the exercise, which has until now been focused on 
antiterrorism training, now emphasizes multilateral 
cooperation with China in mind, the military diplomatic 
sources said. 

Some member states of the Association of Southeast 
Asian Nations such as Vietnam and Singapore will also 
participate. 

The Japanese Defense Ministry will send two field grade 
SDF officials and is deciding whether to participate as an 
observer. A defense official said that there is a desire to 
display a Japanese presence in Southeast Asia, with the Japan-
U.S. alliance serving as a linchpin. 

Balikatan has been held annually by U.S. and Filipino 
forces since 2000. According to the military diplomatic 
sources, the exercises assume that a major earthquake has 
taken place in Manila. A simulation will be performed in 
which the U.S. and Philippine forces and other countries' 
militaries jointly assume the command of information 
collection and rescue activities as a command post exercise. It 
will last one week starting in April. 

The main staging area of this year's Balikatan will be off 
Palawan Island in the South China Sea, and nearby waters. 
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22. U.S. Official Reopens Australian Nuke Debate 
(DEFENSE NEWS 05 MAR 12) ... Nigel Pittaway 

MELBOURNE, Australia — A recent report in Australian 
print media has reignited public debate about the propulsion 
option for the Royal Australian Navy's Future Submarine 
program. 

Jeffrey Bleich, the U.S. ambassador to Australia, has 
offered his government's support for the Australian program, 
regardless of whether it involves nuclear or conventional 
propulsion, according to the Feb. 22 edition of the Australian 
Financial Review. 

However, the Australian government is still ruling out 
nuclear power as an option, despite analysis by opposition 
politicians and defense experts to the contrary. 

Speaking at the Sea Power Conference in Sydney last 
month, Defense Minister Stephen Smith said, "The 
government is committed to acquiring 12 new Future 
Submarines, to be assembled in South Australia over the 
coming three decades. [It] will be the largest and most 
complex defense project ever undertaken by Australia The 
project is a major national undertaking and is of scale, 
complexity and duration never before experienced within 
defense. 

"Options for the Future Submarine range from a fully 
proven military off-the-shelf design through to a completely 
new submarine. All options are being considered, other than 
nuclear propulsion, which the government has ruled out," he 
added. 

Australia and the U.S. agreed that cooperation in 
submarine systems was of strategic importance at the 
Australia-U.S. Ministerial consultations, held here in 
November 2010. 

It is in this context that Bleich's offer of assistance was 
made. 

The $10 billion Australian dollar ($10.74 billion) Future 
Submarine project, known as SEA 1000, will replace the 

Navy's six troubled Collins-class submarines and is an integral 
part of Australia's Force 2030. 

"The submarine has a central place in Australia's strategic 
posture. Its driven by our geography and our interests," said 
Defense Secretary Duncan Lewis at last week's Australian 
Defense Magazine Congress in Canberra. "Our operating 
environment demands a highly sophisticated, multi-capability, 
long-range conventional submarine. Nobody else does what 
we want a submarine to do. That makes the task complex, 
expensive and time-consuming." 

There are no off-the-shelf conventional designs that meet 
Australia's requirements, but the commonwealth has approved 
the release of requests for information to France's DCNS, 
Spain's Navantia and Germany's HDW. 

Defense analysts have said U.S. Virginia-class attack subs 
would meet the Navy's needs if nuclear propulsion were an 
option. 

"At one level, nuclear propulsion would be desirable for 
the Future Submarine," said Andrew Davies, program director 
for the operations and capability program at the Australian 
Strategic Policy Institute. "The description in the 2009 defense 
white paper was of a high speed, long-endurance boat with a 
substantial payload — essentially the description of a nuclear 
attack submarine. Whether that could be achieved with a 
conventionally powered boat, and at what cost, remains an 
open question. 

"However, operating a nuclear-powered boat without a 
domestic nuclear industry would be extremely difficult," 
Davies said. "The regulatory and engineering overheads are 
very high for nuclear submarines and would have to be built 
from scratch, with no obvious pool of talent to draw from. The 
most workable approach, from a technical point of view, 
would be to operate them from American facilities, but that 
raises all sorts of sovereignty issues. 
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"I think the future Australian submarine will be 
conventionally powered but will have somewhat less 
capability than the ambit claim made in the white paper," he 

added. "As the project develops, I expect tradeoffs of 
capability, cost and risk, to deliver something superior to 
Collins but short of the currently stated aim." 
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23. Letter Raises Possibility U.K. Could Return To STOVL F-35 
(DEFENSE NEWS 02 MAR 12) ... Andrew Chuter 

LONDON — New doubts have emerged over the future 
of Britain’s aircraft carrier plans following a letter sent by the 
opposition Labour Party suggesting the government is 
considering reverting to its original plan to buy the short-
takeoff and vertical-landing (STOVL) variant of the Joint 
Strike Fighter instead of the conventional-takeoff version. 

Delays and uncertainties over the rising cost of 
purchasing the F-35 have also added to concerns about the 
future of the program, Jim Murphy, Labour’s shadow defense 
minister, said in the March 1 letter to Defence Secretary Philip 
Hammond. 

In the letter, Murphy asks whether the government is 
considering abandoning its decision, made in the 2010 
Strategic Defence and Security Review (SDSR), to introduce 
“the [F-35C] carrier variant of the JSF in 2020 and whether 
any consideration is being given to reversing the decision to 
abandon the short-takeoff and vertical landing [F-35B] 
version.” 

Murphy said there had been “worrying suggestions” about 
the F-35C variant of the JSF and its possible impact on the 
construction of the Queen Elizabeth-class aircraft carrier 
scheduled to carry them. 

A spokeswoman at the MoD admitted a review of the 
carrier and other programs was underway as part of the 
planning round for the 2012-13 financial year, but didn’t 
directly address whether another JSF change was in the offing. 

“We are currently finalizing the 2012-13 budget and 
balancing the equipment plan,” she said. “As part of this 
process, we are reviewing all programs, including elements of 
the carrier strike program, to validate costs and ensure risks 
are properly managed. The defense secretary expects to 
announce the outcome of this process to Parliament before 
Easter.” 

The spokeswoman said the government remains 
committed to implementing the decision to reintroduce a 
carrier strike capability as part of its Future Force 2020 
reorganization of the military. 

In the letter, Murphy writes he is “concerned that the cost 
of conversion combined with the increased unit cost [of the 
aircraft] could be prohibitive to the plans as outlined in the 
SDSR being realized.” 

Rumors of a possible change have been circulating for 
several weeks, and a source here, who asked not to be named, 
said high-level conversations about a possible change back to 
the STOVL variant have already taken place between the 
MoD and the Pentagon. 

At the time of the British switch in allegiance, the 
STOVL version, also being purchased by the U.S. Marine 
Corps, was reckoned by many to be under threat of 
cancellation. That threat was lifted recently. 

A flip-flop by the U.K. government would be hugely 
embarrassing. The British burnt their bridges with the U.S. 
Marine Corps when they abandoned the STOVL concept 

virtually overnight, and used up a lot of political capital in 
Washington as well, an industry executive here said. 

If a reversal is being considered, it could have something 
to do with Hammond’s reappraisal of the costs involved in the 
change over, the executive said. 

Hammond’s nickname among industry executives is 
“Forensic Phil” — a compliment to his thoroughness on the 
financial aspects of programs and other budget issues facing 
the MoD. 

The Conservative-led coalition government announced in 
the SDSR that it would fit catapult and arrestor gear, known as 
cats and flaps, and other design changes to at least one of the 
two 65,000-metric-ton aircraft carriers — being built by a 
BAE Systems-led alliance — to accommodate the change 
from STOVL to conventional aircraft. 

The SDSR called the F-35C “more cost-effective and 
capable” than the Lockheed Martin F-35B version that the 
Royal Navy and Royal Air Force originally agreed to buy. 

The aircraft continues to have its problems, though. 
Recently, it was discovered that the tail used by the F-35C was 
in the wrong place and would have to be redesigned. 

The redesigned aircraft carrier, which is expected to use 
General Atomics’ new electromagnetic aircraft launch system 
if the F-35C buy does ahead, would also be interoperable with 
key allies like the U.S. and France, the government said at the 
time of the SDSR. 

The National Audit Office, the government watchdog, has 
estimated the carrier redesign could cost up to 1.2 billion 
pounds ($1.9 billion) on top of the 5.2 billion pounds already 
being spent on the Queen Elizabeth-class warships. 

Douglas Barrie, the senior air analyst at the International 
Institute of Strategic Studies, said that it may not be the 
aircraft itself that is the cause of the concern but the cost of 
converting the aircraft carrier. 

“With ongoing concerns over budgets and costs at the 
MoD, one reason the U.K. might be considering overturning 
the decision to move to the conventional aircraft might have 
more to do with the financial implications of changing the ship 
design rather than concerns over the aircraft itself," he said. 

The carrier build alliance is midway through an 18-month 
study into the cost and various redesign options of changing to 
the conventional aircraft requirement and is scheduled to 
report results at the end of this year. 

In the meantime, the possible costs and other problems 
involved in a carrier redesign are causing increasing concerns 
in the MoD, a second source said. 

For the moment, the only significant design change being 
built into the first carrier, now being assembled at Rosyth, is 
the removal of a ramp that would help the STOVL aircraft 
take off. 

That carrier could be mothballed once it is handed over in 
2016. The second carrier, the vessel expected to carry the 
electromagnetic aircraft launch system, is due to be handed 
over two years later. 
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The SDSR announcement said the Royal Navy’s carrier 
strike capability would be reduced to just one operational 
vessel, with the other being put on extended readiness or 
possibly sold. 

The first carrier operating Joint Strike Fighters is not 
expected to be operational until at least 2020 and then with 
only six aircraft in the first instance, Murphy writes in his 
letter. 
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24. Navy Safe Harbor Participates In 2012 Wounded Warrior Federal Employment Conference 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 02 MAR 12) ... Navy Safe Harbor Public Affairs 

WASHINGTON -- Navy Safe Harbor, the Navy and 
Coast Guard's wounded, ill, and injured program, met with top 
employers and connected wounded warriors and their family 
members to civilian job opportunities at the second annual 
Wounded Warrior Employment Conference Feb. 28-29 at Fort 
Belvoir, Va. 

The joint-service event brought together more than 50 
wounded warriors from all branches of service and their 
caregivers; more than 200 hiring and personnel managers from 
federal agencies and private-sector companies; and 
representatives from wounded warrior support programs. This 
year's conference was themed "Educate - Empower - Employ." 

Guest speaker Juan M. Garcia, III, assistant secretary of 
the Navy for Manpower and Reserve Affairs, spoke about how 
the Department of Navy has led the way in employing 
wounded warriors. He also previewed the Navy's new 
guidebook to help supervisors and managers retain and 
support the wounded warriors they hire. 

"Thanks to medical advancements, more service members 
are returning from combat than ever before, and the key to 
their successful transition out of the military is employment," 
Garcia said. He addressed the hiring and personnel managers 
in attendance, "We are asking you to hire these wounded 
warriors because it's good for your bottom line. These are 
people you can trust with the future of your company or 
organization for the next 10, 20, and 30 years." 

"Employment and education assistance is a core 
component of Navy Safe Harbor's work on behalf of seriously 
wounded, ill, and injured Sailors and Coast Guardsmen, as 
well as their families," said Capt. Bernie Carter, director of 
Navy Safe Harbor. "Events like the Wounded Warrior 
Employment Conference help us educate employers about the 
benefits of hiring wounded warriors and offer essential 
training and networking opportunities for those enrolled in our 
program." 

Carter was joined at the two-day event by Navy Safe 
Harbor enrollees from the national capital area, who 
participated in an employment "boot camp" for wounded 
warriors and their caregivers. The workshop addressed issues 
such as translating military experience into civilian job skills 
and refining job interview abilities. 

"When I found out that I was getting discharged from the 
military because of my injury, I was shocked. I had planned on 
being in the military for 20 years at least. I had nothing but 
questions and fear; I didn't know what I was going to do to 
provide for my family," said retired Navy Engineman 2nd 

Class J’Vaughn Holmes. "But Safe Harbor was extremely 
helpful." 

Holmes was diagnosed in 2009 with a serious illness. 
With assistance from Navy Safe Harbor, he secured an 
internship at Naval Surface Warfare Center in Carderock, 
Md.; when his transition out of the military was complete, he 
began working there full-time. His wife Ebony was looking 
for employment at the conference. 

At the closing of the conference, Carter and other leaders 
of wounded warrior support programs, as well as 
representatives from federal agencies, signed the wounded 
warrior employment community covenant. The covenant 
signified a commitment to hire wounded warriors and their 
caregivers; to share best practices; and to help raise awareness 
of the importance of wounded warrior employment. 

Immediately after the conference, employers and 
wounded warriors participated in a job-fair style networking 
session. Wounded warriors and their caregivers shared their 
resumes, explained their employment goals, and discussed 
available positions with the hiring and personnel managers in 
attendance. 

"It has been a rewarding experience, and I definitely have 
learned some things I didn't know before," said Navy Aviation 
Machinist's Mate 1st Class Frederick Bryant. "I am really glad 
[my non-medical care manager] Lt. Coonfare has been getting 
me involved in these kinds of opportunities." 

Bryant was injured in a shipboard accident in 2005 and 
has since experienced multiple complications that have 
restricted his mobility. He expects to transition out of the 
military soon. 

Navy Safe Harbor's participation in job fairs and 
conferences is among the many services offered through its 
employment assistance program. The program also provides 
enrollees and their caregivers a host of career counseling and 
education services, from assisting with job applications to 
connecting them with resume writing and interview 
preparation classes. In addition, Navy Safe Harbor serves as a 
national champion for the hiring of wounded warriors and a 
source of information for employers who are interested. 

Navy Safe Harbor invites employers looking to initiate or 
expand efforts to recruit wounded warriors to contact the 
program. For more information, visit 
www.safeharbor.navylive.dodlive.mil. To inquire about 
enrollment in Navy Safe Harbor, call 877-746-8563 or email 
safeharbor@navy.mil. 
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25. Navy's Top Doc Honors Medical Corps Birthday 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 02 MAR 12) ... Bureau of Medicine and Surgery Public Affairs 

WASHINGTON -- The Navy Surgeon General sent a 
message to the Navy Medical Corps on March 2 in honor of 
its birthday this Saturday, March 3. 

"Today we celebrate the 141st Birthday of our Medical 
Corps," said Vice Adm. Matt L. Nathan, Navy surgeon 
general and chief, Bureau of Medicine and Surgery. "Navy 
physicians serve from the sea to the battlefield all the way to 
the halls of Congress and the White House. They serve in the 
aviation and undersea medical communities, and as astronauts 
exploring the frontiers of space." 

The Medical Corps was founded March 3, 1871, with the 
mission of providing medical care to U.S. Navy and U.S. 
Marine Corps personnel aboard ships and shore stations, as 
well as on the battlefield. 

"I am understating it when I say that the Medical Corps' 
role has grown in complexity and value since 1871," said 
Nathan. "The Navy Medical Corps continues to pave new 
frontiers in biomedical research, medical education and 
training, and patient care delivery at our clinics, hospitals, 
aboard our afloat platforms, and in combat theaters." 

Today, more than 4,000 active duty and Reserve Navy 
doctors serve with both the Navy and the Marine Corps 

throughout the world, providing exemplary care to Sailors, 
Marines and their families. 

Speaking directly to the members of the Medical Corps 
Nathan said that the American people can be proud of what 
they are accomplishing. 

"Our status with the American people and among those in 
the Navy and Marine Corps has never been higher," said 
Nathan. "They recognize that you have met the mission, 
answered the bell and set the bar high. They recognize that 
you are part of a group of people that stand up when called 
and step forward when needed. I want to convey my deep 
gratitude for your selfless service, your dedication and your 
sacrifice in order to accomplish the mission and serve those 
who serve. I am so proud to be your shipmate and it is my 
honor to serve with you." 

As the Navy Surgeon General and Chief, Bureau of 
Medicine and Surgery, Nathan leads 63,000 Navy Medicine 
personnel that provide healthcare support to the U.S. Navy, 
Marine Corps, their families and veterans in high operational 
tempo environments, at expeditionary medical facilities, 
medical treatment facilities, hospitals, clinics, hospital ships 
and research units around the world. 
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26. DoD Delivers Plan For New Health Agency 
(NAVY TIMES 02 MAR 12) ... Patricia Kime 

A proposal to combine the administration and 
management of the military health system into a Defense 
Health Agency would trim just $50 to $100 million from the 
Defense Department’s budget, but bigger savings would be 
realized as operations become more efficient, the department’s 
assistant secretary for health affairs said Friday. 

The Pentagon delivered its plan for overhauling the 
military health system to Congress on Friday. It aims to save 
money by eliminating duplication of processes and 
streamlining administration. Under the plan, the Pentagon 
would: 

 Create a Defense Health Agency led by a three-star 
officer who would have oversight of Tricare, military 
pharmacy programs, health care support, information 
technology, logistics, acquisitions, training and 
education, and research and development. 

 Appoint managers in areas with multiple military 
treatment facilities who would create more cost-
efficient and organized care across the board in those 
markets. 

 Transfer the joint command responsible for military 
treatment facilities in the Washington, D.C., area to 
the Defense Health Agency and make it into a 
directorate. 

According to Woodson, the Defense Department spends 
nearly $16.4 billion each year on care provided to 
beneficiaries through private providers. 

Health services provided at military treatment facilities 
cost the government much less — $8.2 billion annually — and 
beneficiaries need to be encouraged to return to these 

facilities, 25 percent of which are “underutilized,” Woodson 
said. 

Part of the new Defense Health Agency mission would be 
to encourage beneficiaries to return to military treatment 
facilities and use military pharmacies and the mail order 
pharmacy program, he said. 

Market managers and the Defense Health Agency would 
work hand-in-hand to ensure that appointments are available 
at military treatment facilities and that they are fully staffed, 
he said. 

“If their [physician] is gone and we send those individuals 
to the private sector, we know, based on data, that once we 
send them out they don’t come back,” Woodson said. 

The military services will retain their individual surgeons 
general and medical commands, and be responsible for 
operational medicine, treatment, personnel and military 
facilities. The new oversight agency would administer services 
that are common to the three medical commands. 

The proposal comes as the Defense Department opens a 
new Defense Health Headquarters in Falls Church, Va., a 
68,000-square-foot building that will contain offices of the 
assistant secretary, the three surgeons general and Tricare. 

Woodson said the Government Accountability Office and 
Congress have a combined 300 days to review the proposal. 

He said the changes will enhance patient care and save tax 
dollars. “The Defense Health Agency is not just [Tricare 
Management Activity] on steroids,” Woodson said. “It really 
is a functional, thoughtful redesign focusing on the activities 
that are common to services and bring in line the 
administrative structure.” 
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Woodson is scheduled to testify on military health care 
issues before the House Appropriations defense subcommittee 

on March 8. 
View Report 
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27. Hike TRICARE Fees Or Cut More Troops 
Raise TRICARE Fees or Deepen Force Cuts, Top Doc Warns 
(MILITARY UPDATE 03 MAR 12) ... Tom Philpott 

If Congress blocks Defense Department plans to raise 
TRICARE fees for military retirees and beneficiary co-pays 
on drug prescriptions filled off base, the services will have to 
make even deeper cuts in force strength than now planned, the 
military's top health official told lawmakers Tuesday. 

"Given the constraints of the Budget Control Act, if no 
adjustments are made in TRICARE fees and we don't achieve 
twelve-plus-billion dollars in savings over the (five-year 
defense plan), additional force structure cuts will need to be 
made," Dr. Jonathan Woodson, assistant secretary of defense 
for health affairs told the House subcommittee on military 
personnel. That's the reality "everyone needs to understand in 
these very difficult times," he said. 

Woodson and his boss, Jo Ann Rooney, acting under 
secretary of defense for personnel and readiness, defended the 
proposed 2013 personnel budget, including TRICARE fee 
increases, during a surprisingly brief hearing that included 
bursts of criticism from Republicans on the subcommittee. 

Rep. Joe Wilson (R-S.C.), subcommittee chairman, 
challenged the mantra of military leaders in recent weeks, 
including Defense Secretary Leon Panetta and Army Gen. 
Martin Dempsey, chairman of the Joint Chiefs, that the 2013 
budget "keeps faith" with service members and their families. 

"Certainly, no one expected personnel programs to escape 
close scrutiny," Wilson said. "However, contrary to the public 
statements by the Department of Defense that military 
personnel programs and benefits have been protected under 
this budget proposal, the totality of the personnel related cuts 
[is] proportionate to cuts taken in any other budget category." 

Wilson warned that a proposed cut in active duty strength 
of more than 100,000 personnel over five years will "exact a 
human cost on our military families. The loss of the skills and 
experience…will directly diminish our combat capability 
when it is very likely we will continue to be engaged in 
conflict [with] enemies who dream of a long war." 

But Wilson said, "the most disturbing budget proposals 
are the increases in health care premiums. And the increases 
are up to 340 percent" for some, he said, a reference to phased 
increases over five years targeting retirees who draw more 
than $45,178 a year in retired pay. 

Rep. Austin Scott (R-Ga.), a freshman House member, 
called the fee increases eyed for TRICARE Prime, the 
managed care option, "draconian." And then he struck a theme 
being adopted by several Republicans, that federal civilian 
employees too should shoulder higher health fees. 

This administration, Scott said, holds "a general 
belief…that health care should be free for everybody other 
than the people in the military." 

In fact, federal civilians pay substantial monthly 
premiums for health insurance, and the premiums increase 
yearly with health care costs. In answering Scott, however, 
Rooney simply noted that most TRICARE fees have been 
frozen since at least 1996. Last October Prime enrollment fees 

for working-age retirees were raised by $60 a year and also 
indexed to inflation. 

Rooney explained too that military leaders were involved 
in shaping the proposed fee increases and strongly support the 
planned increases. 

In a Jan. 25 letter to the armed services committees, every 
member of the Joint Chiefs as well as seven senior enlisted 
advisers endorsed the compensation "reforms" in the 2013 
budget request. The letter called the proposed TRICARE fees 
and deductibles "comparatively moderate" and the higher 
pharmacy co-pays as trending "toward market rates." And 
beneficiary costs will "remain substantially less than those in 
the private sector." 

Wilson said he respected their views but isn't persuaded 
by them. 

"We have a military that certainly follows the executive 
branch," he told me. "I wouldn't second guess that at all. They 
are good soldiers." 

In explaining the need for TRICARE fee increases, 
Rooney and Woodson echoed Panetta and other senior 
officials who point critics to the deal reached last year 
between Democrats and Republicans to cut defense spending 
by $487 billion over 10 years, and more than half of that in 
just five years. That deal became law in the Budget Control 
Act. 

Robert Hale, Defense Department comptroller, said steps 
to control of personnel costs, including a plan to trim active 
duty raises for three years starting in January 2015, must be 
judged "in the context of a congressional requirement that we 
take $259 billion out" of defense by 2017. 

Without "that requirement, we probably wouldn't be 
making this recommendation," Hale said. "In that context, if 
we choose to entirely exempt personnel, military pay and 
benefits, we're going to have to make much larger cuts in force 
structure, and we don't want to do that." 

Wilson doesn't want to cut force structure at all, as he 
made clear in opening remarks at the hearing. He promised 
another hearing in March, solely on health care, and with 
testimony too from beneficiary advocates. 

The panel chairman told me he wants to hear from 
"people who are impacted and also people who have expertise 
on the issues…I fully believe we're going to find out that there 
has been a commitment made to retirees and we need to stand 
by that commitment." 

To sideline try to fee increases, Wilson needs to find other 
ways to save billions of defense dollars. A source said that's 
why he's been pressing defense officials for results of two 
recent studies, one on military health care governance by an 
internal task force, and another by John Baldacci, former 
governor of Maine. Baldacci was hired a year ago by the 
Pentagon's manpower chief to study the military health care 
and propose efficiencies. 

Last week, for internal media, Woodson outlined a new 
health care governance scheme, but cancelled plans to do so 
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for military trade press and armed services committee staffers. 
The plan involves establishing a new Defense Health Agency 
that would streamline supply purchases and other common 
support functions across the Army, Navy and Air Force 
medical commands. But those commands would continue to 
operate separately. 

Language in last year's defense bill places a hold on any 
major reorganization of the military health care until the plan 
is presented to the U.S. Comptroller General and its projected 
cost savings verified. 
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28. In NSPS' Wake: Confusion And Lawsuits 
Many feds challenging transition to GS 
(FEDERAL TIMES 05 MAR 12) ... Stephen Losey 

Thomas Patterson was excited to be hired as a Defense 
Department clinical social worker in 2008 after serving as a 
GS-12 employee at the Veterans Affairs Department. He was 
placed under the National Security Personnel System, which 
was intended to reward high-performing employees with 
bonuses and raises beyond what they could earn under the 
General Schedule. But when the ill-fated NSPS was killed and 
Patterson was moved back to the GS system last September, 
he received an unwelcome surprise: He had been downgraded 
to a GS-11. 

"I don't think there was any intent to deceive me, but the 
way it worked out was kind of a bait and switch," Patterson 
said in an interview. 

Patterson is one of at least 21 former NSPS employees 
who were improperly downgraded when they were shifted 
back to their old pay system. Of those cases, the Merit 
Systems Protection Board has already ruled in favor of 11 
employees, and ordered Defense to return them to their old 
grades and reimburse them for any lost pay. 

On Jan. 24, MSPB issued a precedent-setting ruling that 
found Navy employee Glenda Arrington was improperly 
downgraded to GS-13 when she was shifted out of NSPS. The 
board ordered her to be returned to GS-14 and be compensated 
for any lost pay. Over the next two weeks, MSPB ruled in 
favor of 10 more Defense employees who were similarly 
downgraded. 

Being placed in a lower grade is "kind of a long-term 
demotion," said San Francisco attorney William Wiley, who 
specializes in federal employment and discrimination law. 
"They have a legitimate gripe." 

The problem is especially acute since NSPS was meant to 
reward Defense's best and brightest employees. 

The roots of the problem lie in the 2009 law Congress 
passed to cancel NSPS. The Pentagon had two years to move 
roughly 226,000 employees back to their original pay systems 
and shutter the highly unpopular NSPS. But the transitions 
happened in phases, which meant some components had to act 
in a matter of months. 

Some human resources offices were overwhelmed. In a 
December 2010 news release, the Air Force Space Command 
said some employees had been placed in the wrong GS grades, 
partly because the Air Force had to move so quickly. 

"The rapid transition resulted in errors that may have been 
prevented had more time been given to accurately transition 
employees," Air Force human resources specialist Siobhan 
Berry said in the release. 

Lawmakers also ordered Defense not to reduce 
employees' salaries when transferring them back to their 
original pay systems. But the law did not forbid Defense from 
lowering an employee's grade. 

The Pentagon did not respond to Federal Times' inquiries 
by press time. 

Downgraded 
Patterson, who counsels individuals and married couples 

who are struggling with depression, anxiety and post-
traumatic stress disorder, said he was a GS-12 at the Little 
Rock Veterans Affairs Medical Center in Arkansas in 2008 
when a major at Whiteman Air Force Base in Missouri offered 
him a job. 

Patterson's new boss explained that he would be classified 
as a YA-2 under NSPS, which was equivalent to his old GS-
12 position. 

"Had I made a case that said, ‘Show this job is a GS-12,' I 
would have been laughed out of town," Patterson said. "GS 
was a dead system, as far as we were concerned." 

When Patterson heard Congress was terminating NSPS in 
2011, he was confident he would be returned to a GS-12. But 
last September, during the final days of NSPS, he got the bad 
news that he had been classified as a GS-11, Step 9. Patterson 
said DoD viewed him as a new hire — not a GS-12 transfer 
from VA — and graded the position as a GS-11. 

Because Patterson's pay wasn't cut, his downgrading 
didn't technically violate the 2009 law that ended NSPS. 
Congress said no employee should suffer a loss of pay when 
being shifted out of NSPS. 

But Patterson felt the spirit of that law was violated, since 
his opportunity for future raises is now limited because he can 
hope to get only one more step increase before reaching the 
top of the GS-11 pay scale. Patterson said he does not think 
Whiteman or the Air Force downgraded him on purpose. He 
said his boss is trying to help him straighten out the problem 
and has pledged to rewrite his position description to reflect 
that he should be a GS-12. 

Other former NSPS employees who were downgraded — 
such as the Air Force's Wayland Patterson, who is no relation 
to Thomas Patterson — landed above their new grade's pay 
caps and were placed on retained pay status. That means they 
are ineligible for any step increases and can receive only half 
of the pay scale increases approved by Congress until their 
grade catches up to their salaries. 

Wayland Patterson, who works as a contract 
augmentation program manager at Florida's Tyndall Air Force 
Base, said he was a GS-13 for five years before being shifted 
to NSPS. In September 2010, he was bumped down to GS-12 
and put on retained pay status. 

In a sign of how chaotic the NSPS transfer was, Wayland 
Patterson said that he was given supervisory duties and put in 
charge of managing GS-13s who were above his paygrade. 

"Prior to the release of the results of the conversion, the 
deputy director of the agency at the time went around saying, 
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‘This is so broken — I have a 12 supervising 13s,'" Wayland 
Patterson said. "I had no idea he was talking about me. It's 
broken, and they realize it's broken." 

Wayland Patterson's story has a happy ending. Last 
November, the Air Force told him it was reclassifying him as 
a GS-13, Step 10. He didn't lose any money while he was on 
retained pay status because Congress passed no pay raises in 
2011 and 2012. But he had filed an MSPB complaint shortly 
after being downgraded and is still pursuing the complaint 
because he wants his promotion backdated and his demotion 
stricken from his record. He's not sure when MSPB will rule 
on his case. 

"I know the judge has a lot of similar cases," Patterson 
said. "During a telephonic prehearing, they had five other 
judges on the line because they had similar cases." 

File a complaint, attorney advises 
It's unknown how many Defense employees have been 

downgraded, and an MSPB spokesman said he wasn't sure 
how many people have filed cases alleging they were 
improperly downgraded. 

Wiley said former NSPS employees who feel they were 
improperly placed in a grade lower than where they started 
should file an MSPB claim as soon as possible. 

MSPB usually requires adverse action appeals to be filed 
within 30 days, but is being lenient in the case of former NSPS 
employees. Arrington, for example, filed her appeal 50 days 
after being downgraded. But MSPB ruled in her precedent-

setting case that the Navy did not tell her of her appeal rights 
at the time, as was required by law, and as a result waived the 
deadline. 

Wiley said many employees who think they were 
wronged probably don't even know they have the option of 
going to MSPB. But they need to be able to show that once 
they learned about their appeal rights, they acted fast. 

The board typically looks at when a complaining 
employee was notified about his appeal rights, Wiley said. 
"Republican boards can be stricter, but now it's a Democratic 
board, and I expect they will be more generous. But it's up to 
them to decide." 

Pat Niehaus, president of the Federal Managers 
Association, said she mostly heard complaints from people 
who were promoted or took on additional duties under NSPS, 
but were returned to their original grades after NSPS was shut 
down. Those employees, Niehaus said, felt they should have 
been placed in a higher grade than the ones in which they 
originally started. 

But those employees may have a tougher time making 
their case. MSPB last month dismissed the cases of two 
employees who felt they should have been bumped up a grade. 
In those cases, the board ruled the Arrington decision did not 
apply because their grades were not lowered. The board also 
said it did not have jurisdiction to consider the proper 
classification of a position. 
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29. Clearance Form Needs Changes, Advocates Say 
(NAVY TIMES 02 MAR 12) ... Rick Maze 

Leaders of an advocacy group for sexual assault victims 
in the military hope the government soon changes its policy 
requiring the disclosure of assault-related mental health 
counseling when applying for security clearances. 

“The lack of leadership on this issue has been extremely 
disappointing,” said Greg Jacob, policy director for the 
Service Women’s Action Network and a former Marine 
officer and enlisted member. “When senior federal officials 
refuse to make a simple change to an unfair policy that only 
gives troops the option to lie, quit or remain silent in order to 
keep their careers, it is nothing short of a colossal leadership 
failure.” 

The Defense Department and intelligence community 
“have been all over the place with this in the past year, and the 
can has been kicked around from the service chiefs to the 
secretary of defense, to the deputies, to Congress, to the 
Director of National Intelligence and back again,” Jacob said. 

In the meantime, SWAN, as the nonprofit organization is 
known, keeps receiving calls from military victims of rape and 
sexual assault seeking guidance, he said. 

Jacob said sexual assault victims should be treated the 
same as service members with post-traumatic stress or other 
combat-related mental disorders. Under a 2008 policy, 
combat-related mental health counseling or treatment does not 
have to be reported on the security clearance questionnaire, a 
decision based on concern that combat veterans might not seek 
help if they perceived a risk to their clearances. 

“At the time, and rightly so, federal officials concluded 
that it is more important for a service member who needs 
treatment to seek it without the threat of the end of their 

careers. It is a far greater security risk to force a service 
member who needs counseling to avoid seeking treatment,” 
Jacob said. “The same reasoning that applied to combat-
related counseling in 2008 applies to sexual assault-related 
counseling in 2012. 

“The bottom line is that Question 21 continues to be an 
active obstacle to survivors seeking much-needed treatment 
for trauma related to sexual assault,” Jacob said, referring to 
the question on the security form asking applicants to provide 
the place, date and provider of psychological or emotional 
counseling, unless it is related to combat, grief or family 
counseling. Anyone who lists counseling or treatment is 
required to waive privacy rights, allowing security 
investigators access to personal medical records. 

Defense officials have stressed that no one will lose or be 
denied a security clearance solely because they have received 
counseling or treatment of a mental health issue, but the 
invasion of privacy and the possibility that a clearance could 
be denied still weigh heavily on sexual assault victims. 

The nation’s top intelligence official, retired Air Force Lt. 
Gen. James Clapper, told Congress in mid-February that the 
security form will change but provided few details, saying he 
was waiting for the Defense Department to weigh in on the 
wording. Clapper said the question will be revised to balance 
an individual’s privacy with the government’s need to 
determine whether someone should receive access to classified 
information. 

SWAN isn’t sure what to make of that. 
“The decision to address the issue of Question 21 is long 

overdue, but we are waiting to see what the final wording of 
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the question looks like,” said Anu Bhagwati, SWAN’s 
executive director and a former Marine captain. “We are 
hopeful that the new changes go far enough to allow survivors 
of sexual assault to seek out the care they need without fear of 
losing their jobs or being retraumatized by an invasive 
investigatory process. Anything less does not fix the problem. 

“We are not thrilled about the tone” of Clapper’s letter, 
Bhagwati said. “In 2008, when deciding to exempt combat-
related counseling, there was no talk of security concerns 
trumping privacy. The only consideration then, as it should be 
now, was what was best for the health of the troops.” 
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30. Navy Appoints Next Commander Of Guantanamo Prison Camps 
(MIAMI HERALD 02 MAR 12) ... Carol Rosenberg 

The Navy has chosen a Key West-based admiral, a 
helicopter pilot who ran Hurricane Katrina air relief 
operations, to take over as the next commander of the 
detention center at Guantánamo. 

Navy Rear Adm. John W. Smith Jr., 54, said in an 
interview Friday that he has visited the base once, on a routine 
tour with other one-star officers last year. It was before he 
learned Guantánamo was the next assignment of his 30-year 
Navy career. 

Still, the detention center’s motto slipped easily off his 
tongue as he pledged to ensure “the safe, humane, legal and 
transparent care of those detainees.” 

Smith becomes the 12th commander of Joint Task Force-
Guantánamo, as the Pentagon calls its decade-old prison 
camps complex of 171 captives and a staff of 1,850 troops and 
civilian contractors. It’s an interrogation and detention 
operation. Smith has intelligence-gathering experience but no 
background in detention. 

A native of Queens, N.Y., who grew up in Brooklyn, 
Smith said he and his wife will probably move to Guantánamo 
this summer. 

They won’t have far to go. 
He’s currently working at Truman Annex in Key West, 

the U.S. city closest to Cuba, as deputy director of the U.S. 
military’s Joint InterAgency Task Force-South — the 
monitoring and analysis enterprise that tries to track and 
intercept smugglers bound for the United States by ship and 
aircraft. 

It’s a collaborative operation of forces from the military, 
intelligence and Defense contracting agencies, like the 
Guantánamo post. But far from the spotlight. 

The prison camps stirred criticism this week by unveiling 
a $744,000 recreation yard — featuring a soccer field ringed 
with fences, guard towers and barbed wire. Pentagon 
prosecutors are now preparing the death penalty trial of 
confessed al Qaida mastermind Khalid Sheik Mohammed and 
four alleged co-conspirators accused of the Sept. 11, 2001 
terror attacks. Nearly 3,000 people were killed in the attacks 
that struck the Pentagon and toppled the World Trade Center 
in his native New York, which Smith said would have no 
influence on how he manages the mission. 

“The job performance has nothing to do with where I was 
born and what happened in the city,” the admiral said. 
“Whether it happened in New York or Texas, I was put in that 
leadership position. So that’s my job.” 

Smith succeeds Rear Adm. David B. Woods, who has 
been assigned to a post in San Diego, for the second time in 
their careers. In September 2008, Smith followed Woods in 
Baghdad as commander of a military unit that worked on 
jamming enemy roadside bombs. 

As Smith’s Navy résumé suggests, he’s navigated delicate 
missions throughout his career. 

He was in charge of military air operations after 
Hurricane Katrina in 2005. And he’s also flown Sea King 
helicopters off the aircraft carriers USS Saratoga, Kitty Hawk 
and Carl Vinson, although he’s been mostly in command in 
recent years. 

“I fly a desk,” he said dryly. 
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31. NHB Corpsman Recognized At American Red Cross 'Real Heroes' Event 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 02 MAR12) ... Douglas H. Stutz, Naval Hospital Bremerton Public Affairs 

BREMERTON, Wash. -- A hospital corpsman from 
Naval Hospital Bremerton was recognized by the American 
Red Cross serving King and Kitsap Counties as their recipient 
of the 2011 Military award March 1. 

Hospital Corpsman 1st Class Marvin Belanio was 
honored for his lifesaving efforts at rendering emergency first 
aid on an airline flight at the 13th Annual Real Heroes 
Breakfast that drew a packed crowd of civic and community 
leaders. 

"I'm surprised and humbled by being recognized for doing 
something that any corpsman would have done in such a 
situation," said Belanio, leading petty officer for NHB's Bio 
Medical Repair division. 

Belanio was returning last May to NHB from a fiscal 
logistics symposium in Maryland aboard a Delta Airlines 
flight. Just as he put his headphones on and began to relax for 
the five hour flight, he heard a thump on the plane's floor. 

Looking ahead a few rows, he spotted a gentleman lying on 
the floor. The fellow passenger had collapsed, and just as 
Belanio started towards the man, the flight crew was calling 
for assistance from a doctor, or anybody with medical 
experience. A quick look around confirmed to Belanio that he 
was the only one qualified to handle the situation. 

"I might have actually felt more than heard the thump of 
the passenger falling. The gentleman fell face first and 
obviously medical assistance was immediately needed. When 
I reached him, I noticed he had a pallid color and wasn't 
breathing. There was commotion and flustered people around 
him. Some wanted to move him, but I quickly took charge. 
The last thing we wanted to do in such a situation is move 
anyone in such a condition because there could be some type 
of spine injury. Especially with the kind of force he had to 
incur landing the way he did." 
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"I didn't see the passenger go down but I did notice that 
HM1 Belanio jumped out of his seat right away to render 
assistance. It was 'corpsman up' and there he was. While 
everyone else was looking around for someone to step up, 
that's exactly what he did. He told the flight attendants, "I'm a 
Navy corpsman and I can help him," said Lt. j.g. Rachel 
Smith, NHB assistant department head for Materiel 
Management, who was also on the flight and sitting three rows 
behind Belanio. 

Belanio assessed the patient and administered 
cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR) that resuscitated the 
passenger. "I did the 'look-listen-feel' and received no 
response. I started the CPR which got his breathing back," 
Belanio said. 

For the remainder of the flight, Belanio continued to 
assess and monitor the passenger. 

Upon arriving in Seattle, Belanio briefed the emergency 
responders waiting to take over, was personally thanked by the 
flight crew and passengers, and was later awarded a free flight 
and bottle of champagne from Delta Airlines. 

"HM1 Belanio has experience in combat caring for 
Marines and Sailors. He's a stand-up guy who always does the 
right thing. He has earned the right to be called 'doc' by his 
Marines, which is the highest honor for a hospital corpsman. 

What he did on that flight to help just showed why he is a 
'doc', said Smith. 

"I really don't consider myself a hero, but my wife 
Michelle does tell our two-year old that 'daddy is a hero,' and 
it is pleasing that she thinks that. My parents are also very 
happy and proud," said Belanio, a Wash. native and 13-year 
Navy veteran, with a background in emergency care. Belanio 
has served two tours in Iraq with Marine units as well as 
taught trauma support courses such as Tactical Combat 
Casualty Care training. 

"Basic life support is something all corpsmen know. It's 
what we do. I think that all of us in uniform who are making 
such sacrifices to care for others are the real heroes. A hero is 
just someone at the right place at the right time to make an 
effort to help when needed," said Belanio. 

The American Red Cross Real Heroes Breakfast 
celebrates extraordinary acts of courage and compassion by 
Kitsap County and North Mason County heroes, with those 
honored being chosen from hundreds of applications by a 
selection committee. Each Real Hero from the greater Kitsap 
Peninsula had a special tribute for their respective acts of 
heroism which included such as areas as; Good Samaritan, 
Animal Rescue, Call to Action, Law Enforcement, Fire 
Rescue, Good Neighbor, Medical, Preparedness, Water 
Rescue and Military. 
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32. Submariners Being Investigated For Financial Misconduct 
(NEW LONDON DAY 02 MAR 12) ... Jennifer McDermott 

GROTON -- Three of the first female submariners are 
being taken off their submarines because of alleged financial 
misconduct. 

The alleged travel claim fraud occurred prior to the 
women, who are supply officers, reporting to their submarines, 
according to Cmdr. Monica Rousselow, spokeswoman for the 
commander of the submarine force. 

Their reassignments are part of an ongoing investigation, 
she said today. 

"The integration of women on submarines will be 
minimally impacted," she said. "Overall the process has gone 
smoothly with positive results." 

Rousselow said that other Navy personnel are involved in 
the alleged misconduct but they are not assigned to 
submarines and she could not say how many. 

The women are being temporarily reassigned to 
Submarine Group 10. 

Rousselow said the submarine force is looking at the 
different options for replacing the women on the three 
submarine crews. 

The Navy officially lifted its ban in 2010 and began 
preparing to bring female officers aboard ballistic-missile and 
guided-missile submarines. 
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FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
33. Support Cited For F-35 Fighter After Joint Meeting 
(REUTERS 02 MAR 12) ... Andrea Shalal-Esa 

WASHINGTON - The United States and eight other 
countries helping to develop the new F-35 Joint Strike Fighter 
underscored their full and continued support for the program, 
according to two sources who attended a gathering hosted by 
Canada. 

Despite U.S. plans to put off orders for 179 planes over 
the next five years and a steady drip of news about technical 
problems and developmental issues, a statement issued by 
Canada on Friday cited "good progress" on the program. 

Julian Fantino, Canada's associate minister of National 
Defence, hosted a dinner on Thursday and all-day meeting at 
his country's embassy in Washington, D.C. on Friday to 
facilitate better communication among political officials from 
all nine partner countries. 

"While good progress continues to be made, we will 
always be vigilant with our stewardship of taxpayers' hard 
earned dollars," he said in a statement, underscoring Canada's 
determination to stick to its budget for replacing its aging fleet 
of F-18 fighter jets. 

He said the program had already resulted in hundreds of 
millions of dollars of contracts for Canadian firms. 

The two sources said all nine countries underscored their 
full and continued support for what one described as the 
"backbone of allied defense in the free world.” 

Lockheed Martin Corp is developing three variants of the 
radar-evading, supersonic fighter jet for the United States and 
eight countries -- Canada, Britain, Australia, Turkey, 
Denmark, Norway, Italy and the Netherlands. 
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Senior U.S. officials sought to reassure the partner 
countries that Washington remains committed to the 
multinational fighter development program. 

The slowdown in U.S. orders and budget pressures at 
home have prompted some of the international partners to 
rethink their own orders. Italy last month cut its planned buy 
of 131 planes by 30 percent. 

"Our support of this program is clear," said Pentagon 
spokeswoman Lieutenant Colonel Melinda Morgan. 

Navy Vice Admiral David Venlet, the official who 
manages the Pentagon's costliest weapons program, and acting 
acquisition chief Frank Kendall gave updates about 
development milestones and testing of the new warplane at the 
meeting, as did officials from Lockheed. 

Fantino organized the meeting to facilitate greater 
collaboration among political officials from the nine countries 
funding the plane's development -- the first time so many 
countries have worked together to design and build a new 
plane. 

In the past, the Pentagon has provided updates to senior 
leaders from the partner countries only on a bilateral basis. But 

military officials from the nine countries already meet twice a 
year for review sessions. The next military-level meeting is 
slated to take place March 14-15 in Australia. 

Joe DellaVedova, spokesman for the F-35 program office, 
said the partner countries agreed to have their political 
officials make the meeting an annual event. 

"The multinational Joint Strike Fighter Program 
represents a new model for international cooperation," the 
Canadian statement said, adding that the partners agreed that 
"multilateral updates add purpose over bilateral discussions 
and updates." 

Fantino, a member of Canada's Conservative-led 
government, is under pressure from the NDP opposition party 
to hold an open and transparent competition for the new 
warplanes before making firm commitments to buy 65 of the 
new F-35 fighter jets. 

"The Conservatives shouldn't be giving a blank cheque to 
Lockheed Martin before they know the real costs of the F-
35s," Matthew Kellway, a member of Canada's parliament and 
frequent critic of the program, said in a statement. 
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34. USAF Eyes Deep Cuts To F-35 Bases 
Hopes To Slash Trillion-Dollar Sustainment Costs 
(DEFENSE NEWS 05 MAR 12) ... Marcus Weisgerber 

The U.S. Air Force is looking to slash the number of 
locations where it will base F-35 Joint Strike Fighter 
squadrons to bring down the jet's estimated trillion-dollar 
sustainment costs. 

The effort, led by Gen. Norton Schwartz, the Air Force 
chief of staff, and Lt. Gen. Herbert “Hawk” Carlisle, the 
deputy chief of staff for operations, plans and requirements, 
looks at reducing the F-35 bases from the 40s to the “low 
30s,” senior service officials say. 

“When you reduce the number of bases from 40 to the 
low 30s, you end up reducing your footprint, making more 
efficient the long-term sustainment,” David Van Buren, the 
service’s acquisition executive, said in a March 2 exit 
interview at the Pentagon. 

A 2010 Pentagon estimate pegged the 50-year 
sustainment cost of 2,443 Air Force, Navy and Marine Corps 
F-35s at more than $1 trillion. Reducing the number of F-35 
bases and increasing squadron sizes at other locations could 
yield cost savings, according to Schwartz. 

“You can base the F-35 or any weapon system at multiple 
locations and that requires additional support equipment, it 
requires additional infrastructure and so on and so forth,” 
Schwartz said at a Feb. 29 Defense Writers Group breakfast in 
Washington. “If, on the other hand, you choose to base at 
fewer locations and have larger squadrons — 24, 30, perhaps 
36 aircraft per squadron — there are considerable savings and 
efficiencies associated with that.” 

The number of bases could go down even further, 
Schwartz said, noting that could mean fewer training 
simulators and less support equipment. 

There are many ways to reduce sustainment costs, 
according to Richard Aboulafia, an analyst with the Teal 
Group. This could include diagnostic systems that help with 
spare-parts management and taking a lean approach to field 
repairs. 

“The problem is that very often cutting your sustainment 
costs is at odds with actual warflghting needs, a classic battle 
of accountants versus logisticians,” he said. 

Currently, the Air Force operates F-35s at Edwards Air 
Force Base in California and Eglin Air Force Base in Florida. 
Nellis Air Force Base in Nevada is expected to receive 
operational test jets later this year. 

“The chief has taken the initiative to go look at this and 
do what he can do to try to reduce that footprint over time,” 
Van Buren said. 

Asked how much truncating the number of bases could 
save the Air Force over the long term, Van Buren did not 
provide an estimate, saying only that it would, “come out in 
further calculations of the sustainment cost of the program.” 

The hefty sustainment estimate is a “big area of concern” 
for allies who plan to purchase the F-35 since “they have 
much smaller defense budgets” in comparison to the United 
States, Van Buren said. 

“In many of the cases they have one or maybe two main 
operating bases where they’ll have their entire fleet,” he said, 
noting each nation will have its own, unique sustainment 
estimate. 

“Whether it provides possible cost saving or the illusion 
of cost saving or merely something that drums up political 
support, it doesn’t sound like a bad message to send,” 
Aboulafia said of the Air Force plans to reduce the number of 
F-35 bases to save money. 

Beyond the basing reductions, F-35 prime contractor 
Lockheed Martin is looking at other areas to improve 
sustainment, including improving the jet’s reliability, Van 
Buren said. 

The Pentagon’s 2013 budget proposal includes $9.1 
billion for 29 jets, down 13 jets from prior plans. In all, the 
Pentagon has chosen to cut 179 F-35 aircraft buys between 
2013 and 2017, which it says will save $15.1 billion. 
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The Air Force still plans to purchase 1,763 F-35 aircraft 
over the program’s lifetime. 

By slowing production, DoD will be able to focus more 
on development of the jet, which is happening simultaneously 
with production. 

“As one changes a profile and reduces base, you have a 
different calculation with overhead absorption,” Van Buren 
said. 

At the same time, the Pentagon has completed an 
independent cost assessment of what it believes the F-35 
should cost. 

“That should-cost evaluation that was led by [Shay] 
Assad, [director of defense pricing], was very well done — I 

would say it was excellently done — is a part of the discussion 
of what we want that program to be on a part of LRIP [low-
rate, initial production] 5 and on forward,” Van Buren said. 

Van Buren, who is stepping down as the Air Force top 
acquisition official at the end of the month, declined to 
provide that “should-cost” figure. In addition, the Pentagon is 
negotiating the fifth LRIP contract with Lockheed. 

“We were able to work with [Lockheed Martin] to get a 
fixed-price, incentive fee contract for LRIP 4, two years 
[earlier] than had been contemplated by the PEO at that time,” 
Van Buren noted. 
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35. Service Science Chiefs Discuss Technology, Budget Gaps 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 02 MAR 12) ... Cheryl Pellerin 

WASHINGTON – In talks yesterday with science chiefs 
from the Army, Navy, Marine Corps and Air Force, House 
Armed Services Committee members targeted technology 
advances, cyber security and gaps left by mandated cuts in the 
2013 defense budget. 

The panel heard testimony from Dr. Marilyn M. Freeman, 
Army deputy assistant secretary for research and technology; 
Navy Rear Adm. Matthew L. Klunder, chief of naval research; 
and Dr. Steven H. Walker, Air Force deputy assistant 
secretary for science, technology and engineering. 

Also in attendance was Marine Corps Brig. Gen. Mark R. 
Wise, commander of the Marine Corps Warfighting 
Laboratory in Quantico, Va. 

“My vision for Army [science and technology] is to 
invent, innovate and demonstrate technology-enabled 
capabilities that empower, unburden and protect our soldiers,” 
Freeman said. 

“I hear often … from soldiers themselves,” she added, 
“that technology saved their lives and was critical to their 
remarkable accomplishments.” 

In 2011, for the first time, the Army science and 
technology enterprise collaboratively identified 24 challenges 
on which to focus near-term research efforts, Freeman said. 

The scientists formulated several new programs to begin 
in fiscal 2013 that address the challenges, and plan to 
demonstrate the new technology-enabled capabilities by the 
end of 2017, she said. 

Freeman said she intends to develop programs to better 
define and prioritize the rest of the portfolio this year, so that 
next year the Army will increase its investment in ground and 
aviation vehicle survivability, research and focal plane arrays, 
and alternative fuels for ground vehicles. 

The Army must be capable of doing more with less and 
correctly managing the risks associated with shrinking budgets 
by identifying and focusing on the highest priorities, she said. 

Freeman said while she is proud to represent the efforts of 
more than 12,000 Army scientists, engineers, technicians and 
researchers, her major concerns involve the long-term 
sustainability of the Army laboratory system’s workforce and 
infrastructure. 

“It's important that we keep the cadre of scientists and 
engineers in our laboratory systems to solve our problems,” 
she told the House panel. “It is absolutely essential that we 
work on this problem together.” 

Because of the mandated defense budget cuts, Freeman 
said, “We did take a little extra risk in unmanned vehicles, the 
command and control of them, focusing the additional effort 
[it takes] to understand issues the soldiers have with respect to 
trusting autonomous vehicles, trusting [autonomous] ground 
vehicles and being able to use them as team members.” 

Risks also were taken in [unmanned aerial vehicle] 
airborne radar “because we just didn't have enough money to 
focus on more than one radar at a time,” she added. 

Reporting on science and technology efforts in the Navy, 
Klunder said his team’s objective is to support a Navy and 
Marine Corps capable of prevailing in any environment, 
understanding that anti-access and area-denial threats will 
increase. 

“Our ability to support the warfighter … depends on our 
ability to sustain a science, technology, engineering and 
mathematics, [or] STEM, workforce in our active and reserve 
ranks and our research laboratories,” Klunder said. 

“We believe the key to achieving this goal lies in 
supporting STEM education in the continuum of experiences,” 
he added, “from kindergarten all the way through post-
doctoral opportunities.” 

Klunder highlighted two of the Navy’s technology 
programs, electromagnetic rail guns, which accelerate 
projectiles to very high speeds without using explosives, and 
the free-electron laser, which will give ships a speed-of-light 
fire capability. 

“We have made significant contributions to the fleet and 
the forces' ability to share information across combat systems, 
command and control systems and intelligence, surveillance 
and reconnaissance systems,” Klunder said. 

“In the world of cyber warfare and information 
dominance,” he added, “ … it is critical that we are able to 
integrate systems into a common information environment that 
is modular, based on open standards and automated,” and 
helps reduce manpower requirements and acquisition costs. 

One of the Navy’s greatest challenges is to recapitalize 
the Naval Research Laboratory facilities to sustain the lab’s 
cutting-edge work, he said. 

Budget reductions also cut into the Navy’s focus on anti-
access and area-denial threats, the admiral said. When the 
Defense Department released its longterm strategic guidance 
in January, the Navy reduced from 13 to nine its focus areas 
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for science and technology, he said. Of those nine, five are 
specific to anti-access and area denial. 

Representing the Air Force, Walker said the science and 
technology program creates compelling air, space and 
cyberspace capabilities for precise and reliable global 
vigilance, reach and power. 

The Air Force’s science and technology budget request is 
about $2.2 billion, he added, “which includes nearly $200 
million in support of developed programs consisting of high-
energy laser efforts and [a] university research initiative.” 

Priority No. 1 is to support the current fight while 
advancing breakthrough science and technology for 
tomorrow's dominant warfighting capabilities, Walker said. 

Blue Devil is an example of delivering combat capability 
to troops in the U.S. Central Command region, he added. 

“This persistent intelligence, surveillance and 
reconnaissance capability demonstrated the first-ever 

integration of wide-area field-of-view and narrow field-of-
view high-definition, day- and-night sensors, cued by 
advanced signals intelligence,” he said. 

“Warfighter feedback on the situational awareness 
provided by Blue Devil Block 1 has been overwhelmingly 
positive,” Walker added. 

The S&T program supports Air Force capabilities aligned 
with priorities outlined in the defense strategic guidance, 
Walker said, including deterring and defeating aggression, 
projecting power and anti-access and area-denial 
environments, operating in space and cyberspace, and 
maintaining a safe and secure strategic deterrent. 

What the Air Force had to decrease because of budget 
cuts, he added, “was work in micro UAVs, deployed airbase 
technologies, some thermal sciences and some plug-and-play 
activity for small [satellites] that we just never got the industry 
to buy into.” 
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36. Subs Ahoy 
Up to five new submarines are scheduled to be based at Pearl Harbor, offsetting an expected decline in 
surface ships 
(HONOLULU STAR-ADVERTISER 03 MAR 12) ... William Cole 

Navy plans over the next two years call for an increase in 
the number of submarines based at Pearl Harbor or coming for 
shipyard work, with up to five more subs being added to 
Hawaii’s 19-boat fleet, U.S. Sen. Daniel Inouye’s office said. 

Among the additions planned are two more Virginia-class 
attack submarines — one in fiscal year 2013 and another in 
2014, Inouye’s office said. 

Over the next two years, Pearl Harbor’s surface fleet total 
will dip to nine from 11 ships, but the additional submarine 
presence would make up for it, with 30 ships and subs 
combined, growing to 31 next year and 33 the year after, the 
Hawaii Democrat’s office said. 

The Navy gave assurances that there will be no negative 
effects on the shipyard workload over the next 10 years, 
Inouye’s staff said. 

Each ship and submarine home-port change means 
millions of dollars to the local economy in salaries, spending 
and repair work. Robert Lillis, president of the International 
Association of Machinists Local 1998, which represents 
mechanics in Hawaii’s private ship repair industry, said, 
“Submarine work is good work. It’s the kind of jobs you want 
— well-paid, highly technical jobs.” 

But he’s also concerned about a projected reduction in the 
number of surface ships at Pearl Harbor. 

About 90 percent of the work done at the shipyard here is 
on submarines. The Navy yard is the largest industrial 
employer in the state, with a combined civilian and military 
workforce of more than 4,900 and an economic impact of 
$907 million a year. 

Private contractor BAE Systems Hawaii Shipyards 
performs surface ship jobs for the Navy at Drydock 4 using a 
workforce here of about 650. 

The ship-basing plan discussed by Inouye’s office “is 
good for the Navy yard, but it’s not good for the private sector 
because they don’t do submarine work,” Lillis said. 

Two more 377-foot Virginia-class submarines, at a cost of 
more than $2 billion apiece, would be added to the three 

already here: the USS Hawaii, USS Texas and USS North 
Carolina. 

The additions would further build up in Hawaii what is 
already the greatest concentration of Navy submarines in the 
Pacific. The Navy said no submarine retirements are planned 
out of Pearl Harbor over the next two fiscal years. 

“What the submarines (provide) is a forward-deployed 
presence that’s not visible, and it’s part of our air-sea battle 
strategy, which is about having an invisible force that’s 
capable of moving forward close to targets in the theater and 
not being necessarily susceptible to (military threats from) 
China,” said Brad Glosserman, executive director of the 
Pacific Forum Center for Strategic and International Studies in 
Honolulu. 

The submarines make port calls, which makes their 
presence known. However, Glosserman said allies in Asia and 
the Pacific would prefer an even more visible U.S. military 
presence as a sign of commitment to the region. 

The Virginia-class submarines, the Navy’s first major 
combat ship designed for a post-Cold War environment, have 
six side-mounted sonar arrays, plus arrays in the bow and sail, 
improving the ability to operate in the littorals, or coastal 
waters. 

Sub commanders say the big question used to be how fast 
and deep a submarine could go, but what’s most important 
now is how slow and shallow they can go in the littorals, 
where foreign diesel electric subs operate. 

Inouye’s office said it was not sure which two new 
Virginia-class subs would be added at Pearl Harbor. 

The Navy plan for Hawaii calls for the retirement of the 
cruiser Port Royal and an unidentified frigate in 2013, and the 
addition of one Virginia-class submarine and two other subs 
— one from Groton, Conn., and the other from Guam, the 
senator’s office said. 

Groton has 16 submarines that are a combination of older 
Los Angeles-class and newer Virginia-class attack 
submarines, while Guam will soon have three attack subs. 
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Fiscal year 2014 would bring a new destroyer, the 
Michael Murphy, named after a Pearl Harbor-based SEAL and 
Medal of Honor recipient who was killed in Afghanistan in 

2005; the retirement of the cruiser Chosin; and arrival of two 
subs: one Virginia-class and one unidentified from Groton, 
according to Inouye’s office. 
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37. Fort Worth Squadron Being Shut Down By Budget Cuts 
A Navy Reserve logistics support group is being phased out. 
(FORT WORTH STAR-TELEGRAM 03 MAR 12) ... Chris Vaughn 

FORT WORTH -- Lt. Cmdr. Mike Newhouse exited the 
C-9 aircraft Thursday after two days of hopscotching from the 
Mediterranean Sea back to Naval Air Station Fort Worth. 

It would be his last deployment overseas as a pilot in the 
Navy Reserve's Fleet Logistics Support Squadron 46. 
Newhouse is not leaving the squadron. The squadron is 
leaving him, a casualty of budget cuts that have hit the C-9 
community particularly hard. 

The squadron, informally known as the Eagles, is in the 
slow process of "flying west," an aviation term for death. 
Amazingly, the decommissioning will leave only one Navy 
Reserve squadron at the Fort Worth joint reserve base, which 
now has many more Marine Corps and Air Force aircraft. 

"It's a bummer," said Newhouse, who lives in Azle. "It's 
going to be a loss for the Navy, this base and this area." 

VR-46, the military designation for the squadron, 
relocated to Fort Worth just three years ago when Naval Air 
Station Atlanta was closed. The Navy Reserve spent millions 
of dollars to renovate and enlarge a hangar for the unit, which 
had to rebuild its enlisted ranks with Texans. 

Fort Worth, already home to Fleet Logistics Support 
Squadron 59, a major logistics schoolhouse and the wing for 
all transport squadrons nationwide, became the backbone of 
the Navy's big haulers. 

All of the Navy's fleet logistics are flown by the reserve 
component. 

But the Navy took aim at three C-9 squadrons in fiscal 
2012 budget and ordered them decommissioned by the end of 
September. The C-9s, modified versions of the DC-9, are 40 
or more years old, fuel-inefficient and prone to maintenance 
problems. 

The other logistics squadron in Fort Worth, VR-59, flies 
the much-newer C-40 aircraft and will remain in service. 

Career Changes 
Shutting down a squadron is not fun, though, for those on 

the inside, not least because it breaks up friendships and 
creates turmoil as people try to find a reserve job that is within 
a reasonable distance. It's the second time in the last five years 
that it has happened to Petty Officer 1st Class Michelle 
Christian, who saw her F/A-18 Hornet squadron 
decommissioned in 2007. 

"You develop a camaraderie with people, and you learn to 
appreciate the aircraft," said Christian, who works in the 
airframe shop and lives outside of Dallas. "I want to keep my 
hands on aircraft, and it's getting harder to be able to do that in 
the Navy." 

John Krouse, the squadron's last commander, said he is 
aware of the upheaval in 175 people's lives but that he and 
executive officer, Cmdr. Scott Stephens, have worked to keep 
people focused. The squadron's clean safety record dates to 
1975, more than 117,000 flight hours ago. 

"I've told people, 'You continue to fix and fly the 
airplanes. We will worry about orders and placements and 
next jobs. We'll take care of you,'" Krouse said. "Thank 
goodness, we've been able to do that." 

Many of the men and women in the squadron have found 
jobs at other units, some of them even switching to the Air 
Force Reserve. Others, like Stephens and Krouse, are in limbo, 
unsure of where their careers go from here. 

"All of us want to stay in cockpits all of our careers," 
Krouse said. "That's not just pilots either. Ship-drivers want to 
drive ships, submariners want to be in submarines. None of us 
want to go sit in the Pentagon. But we're at the stage where 
we've really moved onto the management side." 

Final Missions 
Now that the squadron is done with overseas deployments 

in places such as Bahrain, Italy, Spain and Japan, it will 
continue to fly missions within the U.S. until July. At that 
point, the planes will leave, and many of the people will no 
longer report to work there. VR-59 will take over the 
squadron's like-new hangar. 

Petty Officer 1st Class Daniel Woodliff, a crew chief on 
the C-9 and a Georgia native, moved to Texas in 2009 with the 
squadron and fell in love with the area. He bought a house in 
Aledo and doesn't intend to sell it when he transfers to a unit 
in Washington state this summer. He hopes to return to North 
Texas someday. 

"My wife and I both hate to leave," he said. "My wife 
considers herself a Texan now. We have an amazing group of 
neighbors. Texas is the most military-friendly state I've ever 
been in." 

Return to Index 
 

38. Navy 'Sinkex' Raises Pollution Fear 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 03 MAR 12) ... Jason Dearen 

SAN FRANCISCO — In 2005, the USS America aircraft 
carrier was towed out to sea on her final voyage. Hundreds of 
miles off the Atlantic coast, U.S. Navy personnel then blasted 
the 40-year-old warship with missiles and bombs until it sank. 

The massive Kitty-Hawk class carrier — more than three 
football fields long — came to rest in the briny depths about 
300 nautical miles southeast of Norfolk, Va. 

Target practice is now how the Navy gets rid of most of 
its old ships, an Associated Press review of Navy records for 
the past dozen years has found. And they wind up at the 
bottom of the ocean, bringing with them amounts of toxic 
waste that are only estimated. 

Navy documents state that among the toxic substances left 
onboard the America were more than 500 pounds of PCBs or 
polychlorinated biphenyls, a chemical banned by the U.S. in 
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1979, in part because it is long-lasting and accumulates 
throughout the food chain. Disposing of the carrier that served 
in the Vietnam War, Desert Storm and Desert Shield cost 
more than $22 million. 

In the past 12 years, records show the Navy has used 
missiles, torpedoes and large guns to sink 109 old, peeling and 
rusty U.S warships off the coasts of California, Hawaii, 
Florida and other states. During the same period, 64 ships 
were recycled at one of six approved domestic ship-breaking 
facilities. 

The Navy says target practice on actual military ships 
serves an important national security function, allowing for 
live-fire exercises and study of "weapons lethality." But since 
the program's inception, the AP found that the Navy has 
struggled to balance its military training needs with an 
environmentally sound way to send ships to the grave. 

The program — called "Sinkex" for sinking exercise— 
has come under fire from environmentalists for the pollutants 
it introduces to the sea. The ship recycling industry complains 
about the jobs and revenues it takes away. 

The Navy has performed these operations for decades, 
disposing of decommissioned ships with little public record of 
the toxins left onboard. Then in 1999, the Environmental 
Protection Agency ordered the Navy to better document toxic 
waste on the doomed ships, and in return the EPA exempted 
the military from federal pollution laws that prohibited such 
dumping in the ocean. 

Now, new evidence from a Florida ship sinking site 
suggests these old warships can cause spikes in PCB levels in 
nearby fish. It spurred Florida officials to bar further dumping 
along their coast. And it has evoked a federal lawsuit alleging 
the EPA has failed to properly safeguard federal waters. 

Along with the memories of Sailors who once lived on 
these ghost ships, the massive boats each can contain 
thousands of pounds of PCBs, asbestos, lead, mercury and 
other harmful substances in keels, insulation materials, wiring 
and felt gaskets. 

The EPA and federal Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention say PCBs endure for years. 

In humans, high levels are believed to increase the risk of 
certain cancers and, in pregnant or breast-feeding women, 
harm the developing brains of fetuses and infants. PCBs were 
once widely used in transformers and electrical equipment and 
they've turned up in fresh water fish and other foods as well. 

Under its agreement with the EPA, the Navy must 
document how much toxic material is removed and how much 
is sent into the sea. But the AP review of the Navy's year-end 
reports since 2000 found incomplete and inconsistent 
estimates of PCBs and other toxics. 

For example, from 2000 to 2004, the Navy only reported 
the estimated weight of a certain type of felt gasket that 
contains PCBs, rather than all materials containing PCBs. 

Throughout the records, ships of similar size and make 
showed different estimates of PCBs left onboard. In 2008, the 
Navy estimated that no PCBs remained on the nearly 7,000-
ton USS David R. Ray, a destroyer that once operated in the 
Persian Gulf. But the previous year, a similar-sized vessel, the 
guided missile cruiser USS Jouett, was reported to contain 
more than 100-pounds of materials containing PCBs. The 
Navy did not comment on these apparent discrepancies. 

"The Navy's PCB volume estimates and self-reporting 
methods are questionable," said Colby Self of the 

environmental group Basel Action Network, which along with 
the Sierra Club sued the EPA. "Yet the EPA continues to 
disregard the Navy's self-reporting shortfalls and defend legal 
exemptions that allow the Navy to dump toxic waste ships at 
sea." 

The Navy says it costs $500,000 to $600,000 to remove 
toxics from ships before the target practice, although the total 
cost of the disposal exercises is much higher. Ship breaking 
companies say their price for recycling a large Navy vessel is 
typically tens of millions of dollars. 

The Navy defended its cleaning and inventory process, 
saying it removes all liquid PCBs, thousands of gallons of 
fuel, mercury from instruments and other pollutants. 

"The Sinkex program provides numerous benefits to the 
Navy by making target vessels available for at-sea live-fire 
exercises," Navy spokesman Christopher Johnson said in an e-
mail. "It provides opportunities for air, surface and subsurface 
forces to conduct weapons effect testing on actual combat 
ships." 

"Each vessel is put through a rigorous cleaning process 
that includes the removal, to the maximum extent practicable, 
of all materials which may degrade the marine environment," 
he said. 

In the 1990s, the Navy was forced to stop Sinkex for two 
years because of concern that the program ran afoul of the 
federal Toxic Substances Control Act's prohibition of PCB 
releases. 

At the time, many old Navy vessels were sent to ship-
breaking facilities in Bangladesh and southeast Asia, where 
they were scrapped at a much cheaper price than U.S. yards. 
But, after an investigation by the Baltimore Sun uncovered 
environmental and workplace issues at those facilities, the 
U.S. government in 1998 banned overseas recycling. 

The next year, EPA exempted Sinkex from federal toxic 
pollution laws, and the Navy resumed sinking old ships — at 
least 50 nautical miles from shore and at least 6,000 feet deep. 

The agency's chief at the time, Carol Browner, wrote in a 
Sept. 7, 1999 letter that failure to grant an exemption would 
"unnecessarily impede" the Sinkex program by opening the 
Navy up to environmental lawsuits. Browner said regulating 
Sinkex under the toxic control law would require too much of 
the agency's resources. 

An EPA spokeswoman declined to comment for this 
story, citing the ongoing litigation. 

Sending PCBs and other chemicals to the ocean floor 
instead of recycling the ships runs counter to federal marine 
conservation efforts, said Peter deFur, a professor of 
environmental studies at Virginia Commonwealth University 
who sits on the Mid-Atlantic Fisheries Management Council, 
which oversees fisheries from New York to North Carolina. 

"This excess in PCBs runs counter to all of our 
management objectives," deFur said. "There's the possible 
threat to public health from the PCBs that get into fish that 
people eat. And marine mammals are also at risk from 
elevated PCB levels in fish." 

PCB's found in fish near an aircraft carrier sunk in 2006 
as an artificial reef near Pensacola, Florida have raised 
concerns about the impacts, although the ship was located 
much closer to shore and in much shallower waters than 
Sinkex vessels. 

Annual monitoring by the Florida Fish and Wildlife 
Conservation Commission of waters around the USS Oriskany 
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concluded that fish around the carrier exceeded state and 
federal PCB standards in the first two years. Florida's PCB 
limits are 50 parts per billion for safe human consumption— 
EPA standards are 20 ppb. Fish later collected saw a drop in 
those levels overall, but some still exceeded the EPA and 
Florida standards. 

The PCB concentrations in fish have raised public health 
concerns that require more study to assess the long-term 
impacts, said Jon Dodrill, an environmental administrator with 
Florida's commission. "Our agency has taken a stance that 
there will be no more large ships with regulated PCBs sunk in 
state or adjacent federal waters off of Florida," Dodrill said. 

Meantime, the nation's ship breaking concerns have 
spoken out against Sinkex, saying it is costing the industry 
many millions of dollars and badly needed jobs. 

Richard Jaross, co-owner of Esco Marine, Inc. in 
Brownsville, Tex., said his business would add jobs and 
revenue to the local economy if more Sinkex vessels were sent 
for recycling. He also believes the program is bad for the 
environment. 

"The waters of the world aren't dumping grounds for 
getting rid of old things. It's totally irresponsible of our 
government to use them for target practice," Jaross said. 
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39. U.S. Presidential Helo Delayed Again By Cost, Acquisition Concerns 
(AVIATION INTERNATIONAL NEWS 02 MAR 12) ... Bill Carey 

The Sikorsky VH-3D and VH-60N helicopters operated 
by U.S. Marine Helicopter Squadron One will be upgraded, 
pending a revised acquisition strategy for the follow-on VXX 
Presidential helicopter. 

The U.S. Navy’s latest attempt to replace the aging 
Presidential helicopter fleet has been delayed. The Pentagon 
rejected an analysis of alternatives (AoA) for the VXX 
program because no “cost-effective” solution was identified, 
according to the Government Accountability Office (GAO). 
The VXX program is a successor to the VH-71 acquisition 
that the DoD terminated in June 2009, after nearly $3 billion 
had been spent over four years to develop the Lockheed 
Martin Kestrel version of the AgustaWestland AW101. 

In its second annual performance audit of the VXX 
program, the GAO notes that “finding an acceptable solution 
has proved elusive.” According to the GAO, the AoA study 
team (led by the Naval Air Systems Command) evaluated 52 
possible solutions, including the AgustaWestland AW101 (to 
be provided this time by Boeing), Bell-Boeing V-22 tiltrotor, 
Boeing CH-47F and Sikorsky S-92, UH-60M and CH-53K. 

But the Office of the Secretary of Defense (OSD) then issued 
more guidance to shape a revision of the AoA that would 
achieve “a rational balance [among] requirements, costs and 
schedule,” the GAO said. The AoA team will present its 
revised take on the options to the OSD this month. 

The DoD’s additional guidance “reflects an incremental 
approach” to achieving the capabilities sought for the VXX, 
according to the GAO. This entails first extending the service 
lives and upgrading the existing fleet of 19 Sikorsky VH-3Ds 
and VH-60Ns operated by Marine Helicopter Squadron One. 
The Navy will then define open systems architectures that can 
accommodate both current and future technologies. These will 
be integrated on “an existing, available aircraft” selected for 
the VXX program. New technologies will be developed and 
integrated as “planned product improvements.” 

The GAO notes that the delay in starting the VXX 
program “may be beneficial…if it results in developing 
knowledge earlier by maturing technologies outside the VXX 
program before integrating them into the VXX aircraft… This 
approach contrasts with that tried in the VH-71 program.” 
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BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
40. Local Navy Base Using Alternative Energy Sources 
Pentagon Wants Half Of Military Bases' Energy Sources To Be 'Green' By 2020 
(KGTV ABC SAN DIEGO 02 MAR 12) 

SAN DIEGO -- In just eight years, the Pentagon wants 
half the energy use for all military bases to come from 
alternative sources -- an effort already under way at one local 
Navy base. 

At Naval Base Coronado, 15 solar trees now line the 
carrier pier at North Island. 

"Each one is capable of powering three to four standard-
sized homes a day," said Lt. j.g. Brett Sauers of the Navy's 
Public Works Department. 

The trees are unique in that they can track the sun no 
matter the time of day or time of year. 

The renewable energy project is part of the commitment 
by the Department of Defense to have the armed forces use 
half their energy needs from renewable or alternative sources 
by 2020. 

Fred Speece, the energy consultant for the base, said that 
aside from the solar tree project the base has replaced more 
than 1,200 outdoor, high-energy using lights with low energy 
LED lighting. 

Light emitting diodes are also being used to replace 
lighting inside the many warehouses. 

"In one warehouse, our energy savings went from 
$32,000 a year to less than $5,000," Speece said. 

The Navy is also experimenting with biofuels for ships 
that are not nuclear powered and for its aircraft. 

On land, it is committed to replacing its 50,000 
commercial vehicles with hybrid or electrical vehicles by 
2015. 

Return to Index 
 



 

36 
 

41. U.S. Navy Concert Band To Perform Free Concert March 10 At Pioneer High School 
(ANN ARBOR (MI) JOURNAL 04 MAR 12) ... Carrie Henderson 

The U.S. Navy Concert Band will perform a free concert 
at Pioneer High School's Schrieber Auditorium March 10. 

The Navy Band performs frequently at the White House 
and Pentagon, and tours annually across the country. 

Pioneer High School is no stranger to military honors. It 
previously hosted the "President's Own," the Marine Corp 
Band, in 2003. This time there's an exciting twist. 

"The Navy Band allows 10 host band kids to play with 
them," says Pioneer's Director of Bands David Leach. "That's 
probably one of the most exciting things." 

It was a challenge to select only 10 students, he says. He 
chose mostly seniors who expressed a desire to continue with 
their musical education after high school. 

The Navy Band will present a wide array of musical 
selections, from marches to orchestral pieces. And the group 
features one of Ann Arbor's own. The principal saxophone 
player for the Band, Musician 1st Class Jonathan Yanik, 
earned his master's degree in music from the University of 
Michigan, where he graduated with highest honors. 

Almost 2,000 tickets have been distributed. The concert 
begins at 7 p.m. and doors open at 6:15 p.m. Seating is first 
come, first serve. For more information, visit 
www.aapioneerbands.org or call 734-996-3210. 

View Navy Band Website 
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42. Japan, U.S. See Need For Massive Repair Work At Futenma Air Base 
(KYODO NEWS 04 MAR 12) 

TOKYO -- Japan and the United States agreed last month 
that large-scale repair work is necessary at the U.S. Marine 
Corps' Futenma Air Station in Okinawa Prefecture, several 
bilateral sources said Saturday. 

Repairs will extend the usable years of the controversial 
base, whose planned relocation to another part of the 
prefecture has been stalled by local opposition, raising the 
odds the U.S. military base may remain at its current location 
in the center of the city of Ginowan for the indefinite future. 

The agreement to carry out extensive repairs was reached 
during bilateral vice ministerial-level talks of foreign and 
defense officials in late February in Tokyo, according to the 
sources. 

At the meeting, Japanese and U.S. officials apparently 
determined it is necessary to repair the Futenma base on a 
massive scale as there are no prospects for its immediate 
relocation. 

While requesting Washington to pay for the work, the 
Japanese side is ready to share part of the bill, the sources 
said, adding Tokyo will include the expenses in the budget 
plan for fiscal 2013 after confirming the burden shares of the 
two countries. 

Japan has not contributed funding to maintain major 
facilities at Futenma, such as runways and hangars, since the 
two countries agreed in 1996 to return the base and move its 
functions within Okinawa, leading the base to deteriorate. 
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43. 'Potentially Reasonable': Report OKs Naval Magazine For Firing Range Site 
(GUAM PACIFIC DAILY NEWS 04 MAR 12) ... Arvin Temkar 

Naval Magazine has been identified as a "potentially 
reasonable alternative" for the construction of a military firing 
range, according to newly released Navy report. 

Naval Magazine, along with several other areas, 
previously had been ruled out as sites for the firing range. The 
Navy conducted an analysis, released yesterday, on whether a 
smaller surface danger zone -- an area where there's a slight 
chance a ricocheting bullet would land -- would make any of 
the formerly rejected sites feasible. 

Naval Magazine, which is mostly Department of Defense 
property, was the only site the Navy determined should have 
further analysis. However, building on Naval Magazine still 
would require acquisition of private land. All the other 
previously rejected sites remained not "potentially 
reasonable." 

Another consideration, according to the report, is that 
Naval Magazine contains large areas of freshwater habitat, and 
there's recovery habitat for the Mariana crow, Guam 
Micronesian kingfisher, Mariana fruit bat, and Guam rail, or 
ko'ko'. Also, the majority of the southern part of the land is 
noted to have a "medium" probability of containing 
archaeologically significant areas. There are some "high" and 
"low" probability areas in the region as well. 

Naval Magazine, also referred to as the Naval Munitions 
Site, is about 8,500 acres. The northern region consists of 

several munitions magazines, while the southern part is largely 
undeveloped, the report said. 

Lawsuit 
The military originally planned to build a firing range 

close to the historic Pågat site on Route 15. 
The military has said the range is essential to sharpen the 

skills of thousands of Marines who are expected to move from 
Okinawa to Guam, but protesters and some local politicians 
have said the firing range should be built on existing military 
property, not leased GovGuam land, according to Pacific 
Sunday News files. 

In 2010, a lawsuit was filed by We Are Guahan, the 
Guam Preservation Trust and the National Trust for Historic 
Preservation. Afterward, the military performed a 
supplemental Environmental Impact Statement. This January, 
the lawsuit was dismissed by a federal judge in Hawaii, who 
said that even if the military did build near the Pågat site, the 
complaint would be irrelevant because it doesn't take into 
consideration the supplemental Environmental Impact Study. 

Leevin Camacho, a local attorney and member of We Are 
Guahan, said there isn't much new information in the latest 
Navy report. 

He also questioned the reasons the other alternative sites 
were dismissed. Those reasons -- noise, impact to residents, 
and land acquisition -- are just as applicable to Pågat, he said. 
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"I guess DOD gets to pick and choose when a reason is 
enough to dismiss (a site)," he said. 

Camacho also commented on a recent military 
presentation to mayors that demonstrated the guns Marines 
would be using on the firing range. He said the Defense 
Department should make the same presentation to residents 
who could be living close to the range. 

Community Reaction 
"Mangilao and the surrounding area is not receptive to 

having something like that in our area," Mangilao Mayor 
Nonito Blas said of the firing range. 

He said that he'd be very happy if the Navy moved the 
range to Naval Magazine, but in a meeting a couple of weeks 

ago, officials told him the military still is considering 
Mangilao. 

"They should stay in Naval Mag," Blas said. "It's better in 
Naval Mag because they can practice on the carabao there. 
There's no carabao in Pågat Point." 

Dededo Mayor Melissa Savares, who is part of Para Hita 
Todu, a group in support of the military buildup, said it's good 
to know that other areas still are being looked at, and that the 
Marines still are coming. 

Since deciding to rethink its plans for a firing range, the 
military is at the beginning of a restarted Environmental 
Impact Statement process, which will include several rounds 
of public meetings on the firing range. The first meetings start 
later this month. 
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44. Senators Send Messages: Resolutions Speak To Federal Government On Buildup 
(GUAM PACIFIC DAILY NEWS 05 MAR 12) ... Steve Limtiaco 

Guam lawmakers two years ago introduced, but did not 
pass, a bill that would have allowed Guam voters to state 
whether they support the military buildup and whether public 
land should be leased to the military. 

Since then, they have sent the federal government, 
including the president, Cabinet members and Congress, 
several buildup-related messages of their own, "on behalf of 
the people of Guam," through legislative resolutions. 

Some of those messages are: 

 The pending military buildup "gravely and 
impermissibly imperils the human rights" of the 
island's Chamorro people and threatens them "in near 
ethnocide proportions"; and 

 The buildup should not happen unless the federal 
government pays the island for war claims and 
examines and resolves "other federal/territorial 
issues," such as the island's political status, 
unfavorable transportation policies and funding caps 
on Medicaid and Medicare. 

"The community should have the right to determine 
whether or not they are in favor of the military buildup 
through a special election," Vice Speaker Benjamin Cruz, D-
Piti, stated two years ago in his election bill's committee 
report. 

The bill had a public hearing but never made it to session 
for debate and wasn't one of the 239 laws passed by Guam 
senators during that two-year term. 

If the bill had become law, the buildup-related election 
results would have been presented to the president, Congress, 
the military and the Interior Department. 

Cruz, during the Legislative speaker's address last week, 
argued that it doesn't matter what local senators say about the 
buildup. He said a recent status report to Congress about the 
Guam buildup doesn't mention "the myriad of resolutions" and 
letters passed and sent by local lawmakers, and the buildup 
has stalled because of other reasons. 

Resolutions 
The Legislature passes dozens of resolutions a year, 

sending mostly congratulatory messages on behalf of the 
people of Guam. There is no public hearing process for 
legislative resolutions and no opportunity for residents to 
weigh in on those messages. 

Six legislative resolutions during the past two 
Legislatures have been sent to federal officials, sending 
Guam's message about the buildup on behalf of island 
residents. Two other resolutions, asking for support to increase 
the island's prevailing wage, and to give Guam's delegate a 
vote in Congress, both in connection with the buildup, were 
introduced but never passed. 

Most of the buildup-related resolutions were passed 
during the last Legislature, which served from 2009 to 2010. 

The current Legislature has passed only one buildup 
resolution, by Sen. Rory Respicio, D-Agana Heights, stating 
"there will always be resistance from (the Legislature) and the 
people of Guam" toward an expanded military presence that 
does not consider the constraints it places on the island. 

Respicio's resolution says the people of Guam can't be 
convinced the military is serious about their concerns unless 
"measurable progress" is made on the following issues: self-
determination; political status; war reparations; unreturned 
ancestral lands; cleanup of military-created environmental 
hazards; and treatment of health problems caused by those 
hazards. The resolution notes those issues aren't "specifically 
connected to the buildup," but they strain the relationship 
between the federal government and Guam. 

The people of Guam will be ready to embrace the buildup 
when they are treated equally and with the dignity they 
deserve, the resolution states. 

War Claims 
The payment of war claims to Guam, to compensate 

residents who survived the Japanese occupation of the island 
during World War II, has been one of the issues that local 
lawmakers have linked to the buildup. 

It is mentioned in two of the eight resolutions. 
Congress more than two years ago was poised to approve 

the payment of war claims to some residents, but Guam's 
congressional delegate turned it down. 

Guam Delegate Madeleine Bordallo in October 2009 
rejected a federal budget proposal that would have allowed 
war claims to be paid to living survivors of the Japanese 
occupation. 

Bordallo was holding out for more war claims funding -- 
to also pay the families of occupation survivors who have 
since died -- and said there would be more opportunities to 
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include war claims in the federal budget. Congress hasn't 
included war claims for Guam in any final budget since then. 

Sen. Judith Guthertz in 2009 proposed an alternative way 
to collect money for war claims and other debts she said Guam 
is owed by the federal government. 

She introduced a bill that would have spent $5 million in 
federal grant money to install 24-hour toll booths at the 
entrances to the island's military bases and all other federal 
facilities, charging fees to federal employees and dependents 
who go in and out. 

Some local lawmakers also have sent the message that the 
people of Guam are offended when visiting federal officials 
don't meet with the Legislature while on island. 

Sen. Frank Blas Jr., R-Barrigada, in 2009 sent a letter to 
then-Navy Secretary Ray Mabus, complaining that Mabus 
didn't meet with the Legislature during his recent trip to 
Guam. 

Blas, in his letter, said Mabus' "refusal to acknowledge" 
the Guam Legislature adds to the number of federal and 
military officials "who have chosen to continually offend the 
people of Guam and not take their concerns seriously." 

Blas is running for the office of Guam's Delegate to 
Congress. 

Although he didn't meet with local senators while on 
island, Mabus did meet with the governor and had dinner with 
several members of the Guam Chamber of Commerce.er of 
Commerce. 
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45. Lawmakers Cry Foul Over $744K Soccer Field 
Some lawmakers are upset over a $744,000 soccer field for captives at Guantanamo, saying detainees should 
be doing 'hard time' instead. 
(MIAMI HERALD 05 MAR 12) ... Carol Rosenberg 

Some members of Congress are questioning the wisdom 
of the Pentagon’s spending $744,000 on a soccer field to keep 
captives busy outside a $39 million penitentiary-style building 
at the U.S. Navy base at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba. 

“Seven hundred and fifty thousand dollars for crying out 
loud?” Rep. Gus Bilirakas, D-Fla., told Tampa’s NBC 
affiliate, WFLA. “Our deficit this year is $1.2 trillion and 
we’re spending this kind of money on terrorists?” 

Prison camp commanders unveiled the 28,000-square-foot 
soccer field during a visit last week by reporters on the base to 
cover a case in which a Pakistani man pleaded guilty to war 
crimes. Commanders called it part of the cost of doing 
business at the remote outpost and keeping captives diverted at 
the detention center. 

The yard opens in April after contractors install latrines 
and goals — the latest sign that Congress has thoroughly 
thwarted President Barack Obama’s ambition of emptying the 
prison camps by sending some captives home and others to 
prisons in the United States. 

Bilirakas, in his third term representing some Tampa 
suburbs, led the charge of indignation over the expense, 
dashing off a letter to Defense Secretary Leon Panetta. Fellow 
Florida Republican Rep. Dennis Ross of Lakeland, went 
further, and introduced the “NO FIELD Act.” 

It’s short for None of Our Funds for the Interest, Exercise, 
or Leisure of Detainees Act, and proposes to strip the Defense 
Department’s 2013 budget by $750,000. 

“Gitmo should not be a place of comfort,” said Ross, a 
freshman in Congress. “It should house the worst of the worst 
of the world’s terrorists, not be a training ground for the 
World Cup.” 

Since, Camp 6 already has two smaller yards, troops call 
the new recreation yard “Super Rec.” Each cellblock is also 
equipped with large flat-screen televisions bolted to the rafters 
as well as exercise machines. 

Also, military psychological staff members teach an 
optional 90-minute weekly session called “Enriching Your 
Life” to help captives manage their indefinite stays. 

It’s “based on acceptance and commitment therapy,” said 
Air Force Maj. Michelle Coghill, a Guantánamo 
spokeswoman. 

Detainees engage in “experiential exercises” that include 
“mindfulness breathing meditations,” story telling and lectures 
to manage depression or anxiety and “flexibly handle 
unhelpful thinking and intense emotions while engaging in 
value-driven , life-enriching behaviors.” 

The U.S. military also said, for the first time, that 
Guantánamo staff had given watches to “a very small number” 
of Camp 6 captives. Watches were taboo for years, although 
guards posted schedules for Islam’s five-times-aily prayers in 
prison recreation yards. 

In the earliest years of Guantánamo, the Pentagon 
presumed that possession of a Casio wristwatch was a 
justification for indefinite detention as an “enemy combatant” 
because, the military said, a captured al-Qaida manual showed 
how to configure a Casio as a timer for an explosive device. 

“While we won’t discuss specifics on makes, models or 
types,” said Coghill, “we can say that these items have been 
assessed not to pose any force protection concerns.” 

The new soccer field is surrounded by guard towers and 
surveillance cameras and is accessible by a secure walkway 
from the prison building itself, to reduce contact between 
captive and captor. 

Construction costs are high because all equipment and 
supplies are imported to the 45-square-mile base in southeast 
Cuba, said Rear Adm. David B. Woods, who’s in charge of 
the detention center. 

“That’s probably the biggest misperception and lack of 
understanding of the expense of doing things down here,” he 
said. “It’s unlike any place else in the world mainly because 
we don’t have the opportunity to capitalize on the local 
economy.” 

The Obama administration calculates that it costs 
$800,000 a year to keep a prisoner at Guantánamo versus 
about $26,000 on U.S. soil. 

Soccer has long been popular since the Pentagon 
permitted sports in its evolving 10-year effort to conform to 
the Geneva Conventions and reduce tensions between captives 
and a rotating guard force and detention center staff of 1,850 
troops, agents and government contractors. 
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Four-term Texas Republican Rep. Ted Poe, a former 
judge, ridiculed the new soccer field in a congressional floor 
speech on Thursday. 

“These radicals should be doing hard time, not soccer 
time,” he said, conjuring up a future “terrorist soccer league.” 

As an elected judge, Poe was known for his “Poetic 
Justice” punishments: Ordering released sex offenders to post 
warning signs on their homes and convicted murderers to post 
photos of their victims in their cells. 

“Our government has no business building this tropical 
Caribbean recreation facility for terrorists,” Poe said. “What’s 

next at this terrorist playground? A Tiki hut and bar on the 
beach?” 

Bilirakis visited the camps in January 2010 as part of a 
14-member delegation, Guantánamo records show. 

In October 2010, he and Poe voted for legislation that 
prevented the Obama administration from using federal funds 
to transfer detainees from Guantánamo Bay to U.S. soil or to 
their home nations. 

Last year, Ross was cosponsor of a bill to prohibit the use 
of funds to transfer Guantánamo and certain other enemy 
belligerents to the United States. That one never reached the 
Senate. 
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46. People Report Hearing Navy Sonar Tests Near Everett 
(KING NBC SEATTLE 04 MAR 12) ... Gary Chittim 

EVERETT, Wash. - Tour boat captains Carl Williams and 
Michael Colahan were preparing for the arrival of California 
Gray Whales last week when they heard a very loud and 
persistent noise. 

"Definitely the first round was just a full on ping," said 
Williams, who said it went on for hours and then began again 
a few days later. 

They weren't the only ones hearing it. Washington State 
Ferry officials confirm workers on a Clinton to Mukilteo run 
also heard it and complained. The Navy has confirmed it was 
conducting pier side sonar testing at the Everett Naval Station. 

Marine researchers, including John Calambokidis of 
Olympia-based Cascadia Research, say sonar testing is always 
a concern around whales. Gray whales almost always stop in 
to Puget Sound during their annual migration from the 
California to the Arctic. 

Whale boat operators and others said testing during the 
arrival of the whales threatens to interrupt the migration and 
chase off the whales along with the tourism business and 
educational opportunities they attract. 

Sonar has been blamed for causing damage to whale 
hearing and even fatal strandings. 

The Navy issued a statement, saying "The Navy was 
conducting pierside testing of mid-frequency active sonar at 
Naval Station Everett yesterday. This is routine testing that is 
a longstanding and ongoing requirement, and is an essential 
process in preparing a Navy ship to get underway. 

Pierside testing is not continuous, but consists of very 
brief transmissions of acoustic energy interspersed with longer 
silent periods." 

View Clip (RT: 3:18) 
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NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
47. Why We Went To War In 1812 
(NIAGARA (NY) GAZETTE 04 MAR 12) ... Don Glynn 

NIAGARA FALLS — It has been called the “Second 
War of Independence.” 

Yet neither of the major combatants — the Americans nor 
the British — was initially enthusiastic about waging it. 

Today it is questionable how many people even care to 
commemorate it. 

The Niagara Frontier was a major hub in the War of 1812, 
one of three targets that President Madison selected to invade 
Canada, known then as British North America. 

Aside from the abortive attempt to attack at Queenston, 
Ont., the Americans had planned assaults on Upper Canada 
(Ontario) from Detroit and Lower Canada (Montreal and 
Quebec) from upstate New York. 

All three missions failed miserably, due mostly to 
America’s incompetent generals, its military ranks riddled by 
insubordination, and a mind-bogging lack of communications 
between commanders of the invading forces. “Especially at 
Queenston, that was a disaster (for the Americans),” said 
Thomas Chambers, an associate professor and chairman of the 
Niagara University Department of History. 

Chambers, who also is active with the 1812 Legacy 
Council, noted that a number of the New York state militia 
then serving under Gen. Stephen Van Renssalear refused to 

cross the border from Lewiston into Ontario because they did 
not feel obligated to fight on foreign soil. 

Overall, had the war spanning more than a dozen states 
widely divergent regions ended differently, the U.S. would 
perhaps now include the 10 Canadian provinces and three 
territories north of the 49th parallel, from the Atlantic to the 
Pacific. 

Although many names and places have faded, the events 
overshadowed by the more costly and devastating wars of the 
19th and 20th centuries, the War of 1812 has left an indelible 
mark on U.S. and Canadian history. 

The 35-mile border here was the scene of repeated attacks 
on Fort George at Newark (now Niagara-on-the-Lake, Ont.) 
and Fort Niagara, Youngstown. The action often turned ugly 
on residents as well with widespread looting and torching of 
homes from Lewiston to Buffalo. Battles at Fort Erie, Ont., 
Chippawa and Lundy’s Lane also took a heavy toll. 

In addition to the Buffalo-Niagara area and southwestern 
Ontario, this war captured international attention with the 
British burning Washington City (now the capital); the Battle 
of Lake Erie and Commander Oliver H. Perry’s inspiring 
message (”We have met the enemy and they are ours...”); 
Francis Scott Key composing the U.S. national anthem during 
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the bombardment of Fort McHenry in Baltimore; and Andrew 
Jackson leading the Americans to victory in New Orleans, a 
prelude to his winning the presidency in the next election. 

Scholars cite several factors in triggering the war: 

 The impressment of American seamen with the 
British stopping and boarding those ships to force the 
sailors to serve with the Royal Navy. In the early 
19th century, the British seized an estimated 6,000 
sailors from American vessels. It is unknown how 
many of those may have at one time deserted from 
the British forces. 

 The British blockades of enemy ports which proved a 
heavy loss of U.S. trade on the high seas. 

 Britain’s policies were widely interpreted as affronts 
to America’s national honor. 

 The War Hawks in Congress including Henry Clay of 
Kentucky and Peter Porter of Buffalo, N.Y., 
staunchly supported expansion, whether that meant 
driving the Indians off the lands or invading Canada. 
Both options were pursued in earnest. 

When the war did break out, it was not taken seriously by 
Britain which, at the time, was deeply engaged in a fierce life-
and-death struggle with Napoleon. In Canada, however, the 
provinces (British possessions) were soon aroused to a new 
awareness of nationhood. 

Britain and France resorted to blockading ships, an 
effective weapon of economic warfare. The U.S. tried to 
remain neutral but that was almost impossible because they 
were then trading with France. 

“With the British fighting Napoleon, they decided to cut 
off any ships supplying goods to France,” said Ron Dale, 
superintendent of Niagara National Historic Site of Canada, 
Niagara-on-the-Lake. All neutral ships trading on the 
continent were suddenly ordered to stop first in Britain and 
pay a duty,” Dale added. 

Andrew Lambert, a professor of naval history in the 
Department of War Studies at King’s College, London, 
England, said: “There was a price to pay for neutrality.” 
Lambert noted that the Royal Navy that once had upwards of 
120,000 sailors in its ranks were losing them at a rate of 
10,000 a year. “If they lost their sailors, they would lose the 
war,” Lambert emphasized. 

The British impressment of American sailors had actually 
started almost five years before President Madison declared 
war, June 18, 1812. 

When the U.S. frigate Chesapeake sailed out of Norfolk, 
Va., in June 1807 — after undergoing extensive repairs — it 
was followed for some 10 miles by the H.M.S. Leopard, a 50-
gun frigate of the Royal Navy. 

Suspecting the Chesapeake crew included some British 
deserters, the Leopard fired a broadside into the American 
ship, killing three men and wounding 18 more. After shelling 
the Americans for nearly 10 minutes, the Chesapeake 
surrendered. 

“It was perhaps the most egregious example of the British 
(impressment) and the Americans were not about to tolerate 
it,” said Victor Suthern, a Canadian naval expert and author of 
“The War of 1812” (1999). 

What was clear from the outset, the Americans were ill-
prepared for a prolonged battle. Their army and naval forces 
were sharply reduced after the Revolutionary War. To 
compound matters, the U.S. War Department suffered not only 
with inept leaders and disorganization but from a blatant lack 
of communications that weakened the entire chain of 
command. 

Less than a year before war erupted, Upper Canada 
(Ontario) had a population of some 80,000 that included 
35,000 Loyalists and their descendants (who opposed the 
American Revolution) and about 25,000 Americans who 
settled in the province because the government there had 
offered each persons a minimum 160 acres of farmland, a 
move to spur population and hard-pressed economy. 
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48. Operation Tomodachi A Huge Success, But Was It A One-Off? 
(JAPAN TIMES 03 MAR 12) ... Eric Johnston 

Operation Tomodachi, launched by the United States in 
response to last March's quake and tsunami, was an 
unprecedented effort by Washington and especially the U.S. 
military to provide relief to disaster victims. 

The response generated much good will toward the 
United States among quake and tsunami survivors in Tohoku 
and sparked interest among other local governments about 
how the U.S. military could come to their aid in the event of a 
similar disaster. 

At the same time, U.S. officials and policy experts said 
Operation Tomodachi was prompted by a unique set of 
conditions that may be entirely different if a future earthquake 
and tsunami of similar scale were to strike Japan when the 
regional security situation is different. 

Operation Tomodachi was initiated by the U.S. 
Department of Defense in joint cooperation with Japanese 
authorities. 

The operation, which started March 12 and lasted until 
May 4, directly or indirectly involved nearly 24,000 U.S. 

service members, 189 aircraft and 24 naval ships, at a total 
cost of nearly $90 million. 

The aid efforts focused on the transport of relief supplies, 
Self-Defense Forces personnel and equipment, and the search 
of disaster zones for stranded victims. U.S. forces helped 
rescue about 20,000 people in the first week after the quake, 
and worked to restore transportation facilities such as Sendai 
Airport. 

"Operation Tomodachi was the first time SDF helicopters 
used U.S. aircraft carriers to respond to a crisis. The USS 
Ronald Reagan aircraft carrier provided a platform for air 
operations as well as a refueling base for SDF and coast guard 
helicopters," the Congressional Research Service said in a 
report released in June. 

"The USS Tortuga transported 90 SDF vehicles and 
nearly 300 SDF soldiers to northern Honshu for relief work," 
noted the report, titled "Japan Earthquake 2011: U.S. 
Department of Defense Response." 

Japanese security experts also gave Operation Tomodachi 
high marks. 
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Speaking at a July seminar in Hawaii, Matake Kamiya, a 
professor of international relations at the National Defense 
Academy, effusively praised the operation, saying the U.S. 
military presence increased even as other overseas relief teams 
were fleeing Japan due to fears over the radiation spewing 
from the Fukushima No. 1 nuclear plant. 

"Operation Tomodachi has proven the Japan-U.S. alliance 
can function in an emergency in a well-coordinated manner. 
U.S. military personnel have proven to the fullest degree they 
are acting for the benefit of the Japanese people," Kamiya 
said. 

Public opinion surveys showed Operation Tomodachi also 
gave bilateral relations a major boost. 

A June survey by the Washington-based Pew Research 
Center found that 85 percent of Japanese had a favorable 
opinion toward the U.S., the highest level in nearly a decade. 

The efforts by U.S. Marines to restore operations at 
Sendai Airport received particularly high publicity. The 
tsunami flooded the airport and the damage was so extensive 
the central government initially wrote off the facility. 

But the U.S. military, led by about 260 marines, 
immediately set to work with SDF troops to clean up the 
debris, and the first relief supplies began landing at the airport 
just four days after the quake struck. The airport reopened to 
commercial flights April 13. 

U.S. forces also helped clear wrecked ports, including 
Hachinohe in Aomori Prefecture, Miyako in Iwate Prefecture 
and Oshima in Miyagi Prefecture. 

But Operation Tomodachi also included measures to deal 
with the unfolding nuclear disaster at the Fukushima No. 1 
plant that may have grabbed fewer headlines but proved 
crucial. Officials from the U.S. Defense and Energy 
departments, as well from the Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission, provided on-the-ground expertise, helped 
monitor food and water for radiation, and provided high-
pressure water pumps, fire trucks and protection gear for the 
efforts to tame the crisis. 

In addition, the U.S. Navy provided two barges with 1.9 
million liters of fresh water that was used to cool the power 
station's three stricken reactors. And the Marine Corps 
Chemical Biological Incident Response Force provided 
training to SDF troops operating in the vicinity of the facility. 

The U.S. also deployed Global Hawk unmanned aerial 
drones, which flew over the plant to monitor the reactors and 
collect data for the Japanese government. 

Experts from both countries generally agreed that 
Operation Tomodachi worked thanks to years of joint training, 
information sharing and coordination between U.S. and 
Japanese forces. The training was initiated in 1997, following 
a security cooperation agreement the previous year that took 
into account the lessons of the 1995 Great Hanshin 
Earthquake. 

The Kobe quake highlighted fundamental barriers that led 
to Tokyo turning down, or only accepting under limited 
conditions, Washington's offers in 1995 to use U.S. service 
members, ships and aircraft based in Japan for disaster relief 
in the city. 

But today, Tokyo and Washington are not the only ones 
reviewing the lessons of Operation Tomodachi. Local 
governments, especially those in areas seismologists say face 
the risk of a major quake, are expressing interest in how U.S. 
forces might play a relief and humanitarian role in the event of 
a natural disaster striking their municipalities. 

"We're looking at interacting more with regions identified 
as bad scenarios in a disaster situation and sharing our 
experience in humanitarian aid and disaster relief," said 
Robert Eldridge, deputy assistant chief of staff, government 
and external affairs for the U.S. Marine Corps in Okinawa. 

"Examples include coastal communities such as (those in) 
Aichi, Mie and Kochi prefectures. Some (municipalities) in 
Hyogo Prefecture have also expressed an interest in learning 
more about Operation Tomodachi," Eldridge said. 

Such interest is especially high in Shizuoka Prefecture. 
Last September, a group of marines visited the prefecture and 
gave a talk about Operation Tomodachi and the lessons to be 
learned, while 10 marines also visited the prefecture's crisis 
management center in November. 

"We're discussing institutionalization of personnel 
exchanges, in which marines and civilians visit Shizuoka 
Prefecture to learn more about their disaster response 
capabilities and how the prefecture coordinates with the 
concerned organizations and agencies," Eldridge said. 

"Shizuoka would send officials to Okinawa or other 
facilities in mainland Japan to learn about the marines' 
experience in disaster relief and humanitarian aid." 

Despite the generally positive reviews, a number of 
experts said a unique combination of factors was responsible 
for the overall success of Operation Tomodachi, and that this 
needs to be taken into consideration when discussing the 
lessons learned. 

A November report by the Washington-based Center for 
Strategic and International Studies and Japan's leading 
business lobby, Keidanren, noted Operation Tomodachi went 
well because it was a peacetime operation carried out in a 
single country. 

"The rapid mobilization of resources for humanitarian 
assistance and disaster relief, and the relatively smooth 
command, control and communication arrangements were 
possible because Operation Tomodachi was a peacetime 
mission, with the area of operations confined to Japan, and 
without an enemy seeking to defeat U.S. and Japanese 
efforts," the report said. 

"It is doubtful this would be possible in a more complex 
regional contingency," it concluded. 

The biggest area identified for improvement appears to be 
communications, not just in terms of improving bureaucratic 
structures on both sides to provide information more rapidly, 
but also in communications technology itself. This would be 
especially vital if a future disaster were to occur at a time of 
war or extreme regional tensions. 

"Communications in Operation Tomodachi were largely 
limited to commercial, unclassified means like unsecure 
telephones and email, clearly not means that would be 
effective or reliable in scenarios where an enemy is attempting 
to intercept communications," the report said. 

Return to Index 
 



 

42 
 

49. Obama Visits Wounded Troops From Iraq, Afghan Wars 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 03 MAR 12) 

BETHESDA, Md. — President Barack Obama has paid 
his first visit of the year to wounded troops from the wars in 
Iraq and Afghanistan at the Walter Reed National Military 
Medical Center. 

Obama flew by helicopter to the hospital outside 
Washington and spent part of Friday afternoon with 
servicemen and women recovering from their injuries. The 

White House said he planned to visit 27 of the wounded and 
award eight purple hearts during his stay. 

The visit came two days after Obama hosted Iraq War 
veterans at a gala White House dinner. 

He praised those who served as heroes, welcoming them 
home two months after the last U.S. units left the country, 
concluding nearly nine years of combat. 
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50. HAC Ranking Member, Boeing Backer Rep. Dicks Retiring 
(DEFENSE DAILY 02 MAR 12) ... Emelie Rutherford 

Rep. Norm Dicks (D-Wash.), the outspoken House 
appropriations leader who some observers joked should be 
labeled "D-Boeing," said Friday he will retire from Congress. 

In announcing his decision he highlighted 
accomplishments including "supporting Boeing programs that 
employ tens of thousands of Washington workers, including 
helping to win the contract for the new Air Force refueling 
tanker." 

Dicks has served in Congress for 18 years, and in January 
of 2011 took the coveted seat of the lead Democrat, or ranking 
member, on both the House Appropriations Committee (HAC) 
and its defense subcommittee (HAC-D). 

His departure next year opens the HAC seat to Democrats 
including Rep. Jim Moran (D-Va.), who is generally friendly 
to the defense industry and is eyeing the spot. 

Moran joined a chorus of politicians, including President 
Barack Obama, in praising Dicks last Friday for his passion 
and work ethic. 

Boeing, a major employer in Dicks' state, also issued a 
statement lauding Dicks for being a "true champion for his 
district and for all of Washington State." 

"Many Boeing workers are proud to call him their 
representative in Washington, D.C.," spokesman Dan Beck 
said. 

"No statement about Congressman Dick's service would 
be complete without mention of his invaluable contributions to 
building a strong national defense for America," Beck added, 
also noting Dicks work on the House Permanent Select 
Committee on Intelligence. 

Dicks was outspoken in his advocacy for Boeing in the 
Air Force aerial-refueling tanker contest, which the company 
won after many years and legal tangles. When government 
auditors found fault with a previous contract award to 
Northrop Grumman and European Aeronautic Defense and 
Space Co. (EADS) in 2008, Dicks angrily grilled Air Force 
officials at congressional hearings. 

If "the Air Force doesn't get it right, I'm going to reserve 
all my options as a member of the Appropriations Committee 
to offer amendments and do anything I can to stop this thing 
from going forward," he said in a characteristic comment back 
in June of 2008 (Defense Daily, June 19, 2008). 

Dicks' most recent HAC-D hearing was last Thursday, on 
the Navy and Marine Corps' budget, when he was both jovial 
with naval officials and blunt in questioning them. 

Dicks became HAC-D chairman in March of 2010, 
following the death of former chairman John Murtha, a 
Pennsylvania Democrat. The Washington lawmaker became 
HAC ranking member in January 2011, after the former top 
HAC Democrat, David Obey of Wisconsin, retired. Dicks held 
on to the defense panel gavel as well. 

Dicks' role mirrors that of the lead Senate appropriator, 
Sen. Daniel Inouye (D-Hawaii), who chairs the Senate 
Appropriations Committee and its defense subpanel. Dicks 
and Inouye previously clashed over earmark reform. Yet the 
two worked well together, and Inouye last Friday noted he has 
known Dicks for more than 40 year, dating back to when he 
was a staff member for Democrat Warren Magnuson, a former 
Washington senator. 

"The man is a class act and his word is good," Inouye said 
in a statement. "You can take what Norm says and put it in the 
bank." 

Dicks was one of seven HAC-D members that a House 
ethics panel investigated because of earmarks in 
appropriations bills. The House Committee on Standards of 
Official Conduct concluded in February 2010 that the eight 
lawmakers did not improperly earmark funds for defense firms 
linked to campaign contributions and a former aide's lobbying 
shop, PMA Associates (Defense Daily, March 1, 2010). 

Dicks said he and his wife "made the decision to change 
gears and enjoy life at a different pace." 
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51. Pentagon Accused Of End Run On Budget Cuts 
Shifting billions rather than trim 
(BOSTON GLOBE 03 MAR 12) ... Bryan Bender 

WASHINGTON - The Department of Defense has shifted 
several billion dollars in routine personnel costs into its 
Afghanistan war budget, a move numerous critics say has the 
effect of dodging most of the mandatory budget cuts imposed 
by Congress last year as part of a deal to avoid defaulting on 
U.S. debt. 

The approximately $4 billion in costs shifted to the war 
budget for active-duty Army and Marine Corps troops 
represents 80 percent of the $5 billion that defense officials 
have publicly said they are cutting from their regular budget to 
meet Congress's mandatory reduction targets. Those targets 
were triggered by the Budget Control Act, which passed after 
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a bitter partisan battle last year to raise the government's debt 
ceiling and avoid a default. 

Pentagon officials played up the $5 billion cut in the 
regular $525 billion budget last month when President Obama 
introduced his executive branch spending proposals. They did 
not mention the accompanying shift of $4 billion in personnel 
costs to the $88 billion war budget. That was buried in 
footnotes. 

Critics from all along the ideological spectrum say the 
maneuver confirms that the military is using its war budget as 
a means of avoiding reductions in overall spending. 

The reasons are plain, said Gordon Adams, a former 
White House budget official who now teaches at American 
University: "The temptation to play three-card monte is 
greater because they have more constrained resources." 

"It distorts what is happening," said Winslow Wheeler, a 
specialist at the Center for Defense Information, a nonprofit 
think tank, and a former defense aide for Republican and 
Democratic lawmakers. "So much for the so-called era of 
austerity. It's a gimmick." 

The funds that were shifted would cover the pay and 
benefits of 49,700 active-duty troops in the Army and 15,200 
in the Marine Corps. That compares with just 14,600 Army 
soldiers who were similarly financed by the war budget last 
year - and then only because they were "a temporary war 
allowance" and specifically recruited "to help meet Army 
commitments in Iraq and Afghanistan," according to the 
Pentagon documents. 

The Pentagon said the maneuver is justified because the 
troops covered in the war budget will be eliminated as the 
military reduces troop levels and therefore those expenses can 
now be considered temporary costs, not permanent items in 
the regular budget. The nearly 65,000 troops "are no longer 
considered permanent and are being maintained in the interim 
primarily because of current contingency operations," the 
Pentagon said in a statement, responding to questions from the 
Globe. 

The Pentagon added that the White House Office of 
Management and Budget "agreed that this nonenduring 
strength was appropriately funded in the [war funding] 
request." 

A spokesman for that office echoed the Pentagon's 
rationale. "We're fine with it," said Robert Friedlander. 

However, critics dismissed the Pentagon's justification, 
pointing out that the troops in question are not temporary and 
will not be eliminated for at least five years, according to the 
Pentagon's plans. 

"It's a rationale, but also a rationalization," said Carl 
Conetta, codirector of the Project on Defense Alternatives, a 
Cambridge think tank. More importantly, he said, the move 

"contravenes the spirit of deficit reduction. It adds to the 
nation's burden while its purveyors are crowing about how 
much they've cut. What they've done is change the rules in a 
way that subtracts from deficit reduction." 

The Pentagon has been singled out in the past for using 
the war budget to pay for other items. Previous criticism has 
centered on buying equipment that was not directly lost or 
damaged in combat. A 2007 study by the nonpartisan 
Congressional Budget Office asserted that more than 40 
percent of the Army's war spending that targeted repairing or 
replacing war-worn equipment was for items not damaged in 
the fighting. 

But the Obama administration, when it came into office 
three years ago, had vowed to end the practice, said Adams, 
who also served on the Obama administration's transition team 
in 2008 and 2009. 

"We negotiated with the Pentagon a fairly detailed set of 
provisions on what goes in," Adams said. "Personnel costs are 
base budget costs. They are not due to war. They have gone 
back on principle." 

For other specialists and watchdogs, the shift in funds 
between budgets is a particularly egregious accounting trick 
because it undercuts the spirit of the debt deal when other 
departments of government such as education, health, and 
commerce are facing steep cuts. 

"It is a simple run around the spending caps," said 
Mackenzie Eaglen, defense budget specialist at the 
conservative American Enterprise Institute. 

The White House recently acknowledged that the 
temptation to take advantage of the war budget is almost 
irresistible. In releasing the federal budget last month, the 
White House issued a report in which it called for capping all 
war spending in a decade. One of its rationales was that 
"leaving [war] funding unconstrained could allow future 
administrations and Congresses to use it as a convenient 
vehicle to evade the fiscal discipline that the [Budget Control 
Act] caps require elsewhere in the budget." 

The war budget also gets less scrutiny from lawmakers, 
who still must approve it but tend to rubber-stamp spending 
that is supposed to go to front-line troops, said Benjamin H. 
Friedman, a defense budget specialist at the Cato Institute, a 
libertarian Washington think tank, raising the prospect that 
more spending is being hidden there. 

"The war budget has become a little bit of a slush fund for 
the Pentagon," he said. 

"We've gotten addicted to it," added James Jay Carafano, 
a national security specialist at the conservative Heritage 
Foundation. "It makes being honest with the American people 
about how much we are really spending on defense very 
difficult." 
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52. Pentagon Seeks To Strengthen Acquisition Workforce 
(GOVERNMENT EXECUTIVE 02 MAR 12) ... Charles S. Clark 

In an era of shrinking defense budgets, President Obama’s 
fiscal 2013 budget forges ahead with existing plans to 
strengthen the acquisitions workforce through improved 
management and modest increases in hiring. Still, many in the 
contracting community appear resigned to seeing fewer 
opportunities as the government seeks a proper balance 
between in-house and contracted management. 

In its broad themes, the Defense Department budget 
stresses "better buying power" and creating new efficiencies 
and improving productivity through such tactics as reducing 
high-risk contracts and cutting spending on contracts for 
management support services. 

The Pentagon’s request for $274.2 million for the Defense 
Acquisition Workforce Development Fund reflects its 
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“continuing efforts to strengthen the acquisition workforce, 
which includes efforts to right-size and right-shape the 
workforce,” a department spokeswoman said in an email to 
Government Executive. 

“We have increased the number of people in the 
acquisition workforce over the last few years,” the 
spokeswoman said. The president's budget proposes resources 
that will help sustain recent new hires, “and some additional 
hiring under the initiative is provided for,” he said. “As we 
finish the capacity-building initiative, we are increasingly 
turning our attention to initiatives to improve the capability of 
the workforce that we have.” 

Since 2008, the Pentagon has used the acquisition fund to 
fill 6,400 new positions in such areas as engineering, 
contracting, acquisition management and audit. Training 
capacity has risen by 19,000 resident and 100,000 online seats 
annually. Such additions are strategic, the spokeswoman said, 
because of demographics and recent budget tightening: 17 
percent of the workforce is eligible for full retirement today 
and 19 percent is eligible within five years. Workforce gains 
decreased 32 percent between fiscal 2010 and fiscal 2011, and 
losses spiked up 32 percent between 2010 and 2011, she said. 

And while the size of the acquisition staff is important, 
“ultimately, it is the quality of the workforce that determines 
the quality of our acquisition outcomes," she said. 

The Obama administration’s early efforts to reverse its 
predecessor’s tendency to increase the use of outside 
contractors in acquisitions slowed toward the end of the tenure 
of Defense Secretary Robert Gates. 

But the Office of Federal Procurement Policy is quick to 
stress that the goal has been less to simply boost hiring than to 
“make sure we have the right balance of federal employees 
and contractors,” said a spokeswoman for the Office of 
Management and Budget. “Insourcing is a tool to help 
rebalance where work needs to be brought in-house, such as 
where the work is inherently governmental or the work 
involves a critical function and the government is at risk of 
losing control of its operations.” 

The acquisition reforms and guidance of the past three 
years were intended to hold contractors more accountable for 
providing value, she added. “We have not seen, nor do we 
expect to see, a substantial shift to in-house.” 

Dan Gordon, who left his post as Obama’s administrator 
for procurement policy in late 2011 to become associate dean 
for government procurement law at The George Washington 
University Law School, said in an email that he commends the 
Defense Department and the administration for continuing to 
rebuild its acquisition workforce. 

“Almost every contracting challenge we face -- in 
particular, poor acquisition planning, unjustified sole-source 
contracts and inadequate oversight of contractors -- can be 
traced back to our failure during the 16 years before this 
administration to invest in the federal acquisition workforce,” 
he said. 

“While I understand the reluctance to hire thousands of 
new federal employees, rebuilding our federal acquisition 
capability represents a sensible investment where money spent 
on hiring and training should pay off in terms of improved 
contracting, meaning a reduction in waste and fraud.” 

Many in the contracting community have mixed feelings 
about the budget’s implications. Stan Soloway, president and 
chief executive officer of the Professional Services Council, 
says, “$274 million sounds like a ton of money, but it doesn’t 
go far when you’re talking 100,000 to 200,000 people.” He 
called it “a sustainability question,” noting that 75 percent of 
the Pentagon’s new hires are interns, of whom less than a third 
will stay. 

Soloway said Frank Kendall III, acting undersecretary of 
Defense for acquisition, technology and logistics, is on top of 
the task of boosting capabilities of the acquisition workforce. 
“We on the private side would like to see it successful because 
bad procurements are not good and a smart customer is a 
better customer,” he says. He warned against a repeat of the 
1990s “hollowing out” of key elements in the workforce, 
which he says left the government unable to handle the most 
technologically advanced contracts. 

Trey Hodgkins, senior vice president for national security 
and procurement policy at TechAmerica, agreed the White 
House is committed to maintaining the acquisition workforce, 
but he still sees leaner times ahead. 

"The reality of the budget is that one of the first things cut 
will be full-time equivalent positions, and we’re hearing 
they’re doing it through attrition,” he cautioned. “We will see 
a reduction in the number of contractors, but it won’t be at the 
hands of insourcing.” 

Some critics argue that the strengthening, or insourcing, 
of the acquisition workforce hasn’t gone far enough. Winslow 
T. Wheeler, director of the Straus Military Reform Project at 
the Center for Defense Information, said, “outsourcing has 
gotten massively out of control, [and] our oversightless 
Congress has been ignoring the matter other than occasional 
rhetoric.” 

He says an essential step is to audit the “money being 
spent on outsourcing and to start reducing it. Simultaneously, 
the resources spent on finding and hiring insourced 
government auditors and improving their skills is ... the key to 
saving real money.” 
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53. Moving Military Newspaper To Base Raises Concerns On Independence 
(NEW YORK TIMES 03 MAR 12) ... Thom Shanker 

WASHINGTON — The military newspaper Stars and 
Stripes, a hometown daily for troops deployed from Bastogne 
to Long Binh to Baghdad, has been ordered to vacate its 
headquarters here and move to a military base 30 miles away. 
It is a cost-cutting effort that has outraged staff members 
worried that they will lose their journalistic independence and 
also has attracted new high-level attention from Congress. 

An inside-the-office debate began to simmer when 
Pentagon officials — answering the order from Defense 
Secretary Leon E. Panetta to find significant budget 
efficiencies — saw a way to cut $1 million a year in rent by 
relocating the newspaper from the National Press Building, a 
prestigious downtown address. The 80-member newsroom and 
business staff was ordered to Fort Meade, Md., where it would 
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be housed at no cost alongside the agency that oversees 
official Pentagon and military media operations. 

Staff members objected. And now, concerns that 
proximity could potentially lead to interference have reached 
Capitol Hill — which heightens the debate, since Stars and 
Stripes is subsidized with taxpayer funds but operates with a 
Congressional endorsement to maintain journalistic 
independence. 

One of the most powerful voices on military affairs in 
Congress, Senator Carl Levin of Michigan, wrote Mr. Panetta 
this week agreeing that questions of editorial independence for 
Stars and Stripes were “well-placed, and should lead to a 
review of possible alternatives to this decision.” 

Mr. Levin, a Democrat and chairman of the Armed 
Services Committee, wrote: “If this move is based on cost 
savings, were other alternatives considered, including other 
government spaces and other leased locations? If Stars and 
Stripes is moved to Fort Meade, what will the department do 
to ensure that the actual and perceived independence of the 
important service provided by Stars and Stripes is preserved?” 

Douglas B. Wilson, the assistant secretary of defense for 
public affairs, said the decision to relocate the newspaper to 
Fort Meade “is not a matter of reducing independence for 
Stars and Stripes. It is a matter of reducing rent costs to the 
taxpayer.” 

He added, “In an era when the entire department is having 
to find efficiencies, and budgets are being reduced, it would be 
hard to explain why $1 million a year in rent should not be 
replaced by free office space.” 

Terry Leonard, editorial director at Stars and Stripes, said 
he and the staff do not object to moving — only to a move that 
locates them at the headquarters for official Pentagon media 
operations. 

“It’s very hard for people to believe that we can be a news 
organization subsidized by the Defense Department and still 
be editorially independent,” Mr. Leonard said. “There is a 
history of improper interference and even censorship by the 
military and by civilians within the Defense Department.” 

The issue continued to percolate late into the week on 
Capitol Hill. Melvin W. Russell, the acting director of the 
Pentagon public affairs agency at Fort Meade, officially called 
Defense Media Activity, was invited to meet Friday morning 
with staff members of the House Armed Services Committee 
to explain his decision and answer their queries. 

After the session, a House staff member said the 
committee “does have concerns over potential command 
interference with the operations of Stars and Stripes, and this 
is something we are going to look at.” 

For decades, Stars and Stripes has served as a platform for 
some of America’s most famous bylines, as well as for the 
trademark combat cartoons by Bill Mauldin. 

But the newspaper itself has long suffered from a case of 
journalistic schizophrenia. 

Its operating budget is about $48 million a year. But since 
there is no profitable business model for delivering a 
newspaper’s daily print edition to military bases around the 
world — including the harshest reaches of the combat zone — 
subscriptions and advertising cover only 52 percent of its 
costs. The rest comes from a Defense Department 
appropriation. 

The newspaper has angered Pentagon and military 
leadership over the decades by giving voice to complaints 
from military personnel. In 2009, it was awarded the 
prestigious Polk Award for articles about the military’s 
decision to hire a contractor to assess journalists in 
Afghanistan, although the series was criticized by the Stars 
and Stripes ombudsman at the time. 

The newspaper also beat the civilian media in raising 
questions about a Pentagon-sponsored program, “America 
Supports You,” which was designed to focus awareness on the 
sacrifices of the troops and their families — but which became 
the subject of an official audit over financing irregularities. 

The debate over relocation and independence for Stars 
and Stripes only underscores how the newspaper also is facing 
the same crisis of other print dailies across the nation: A 
decline of core readership. 

The American military has left Iraq, taking with it 
150,000 potential readers. The troop withdrawal from 
Afghanistan through 2014 is a presidential directive, and the 
Army is cutting the number of combat brigades in Europe in 
half over the next five years. A circulation of more than 
100,000 during the peak of the Iraq war is now 70,000 — and 
dropping. 

So, like many newspapers, Stars and Stripes is enhancing 
its presence on the Internet, stripes.com, to more readily reach 
military personnel and their families at garrisons in the United 
States and bases around the world, and to appeal to more 
veterans. Last month, the newspaper’s Web edition had 
675,000 unique visitors. 
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54. Faces Of 2 USS Monitor Crewmembers Reconstructed 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 03 MAR 12) ... Steve Szkotak 

RICHMOND, Va. — Forensic scientists have created 
facial reconstructions of two Union Sailors found in the turret 
of the sunken USS Monitor in hopes of identifying the men 
who went down with the Civil War ironclad vessel 150 years 
ago. 

After exhausting all other forensic avenues, scientists are 
hopeful someone will be able to identify the faces. 

The facial reconstructions are based on the skulls of the 
two skeletal remains. DNA testing has not found a match with 
any living family members of the crew. 

The facial reconstructions will be publicly released on 
Tuesday in Washington. 

If the faces fail to yield results, officials will appeal to the 
Navy to have the remains buried at Arlington National 
Cemetery and a monument dedicated in memory of the 
Monitor and its crew. 

View Gallery (5 Photos) 
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55. Almost 150 Years After It Sank, Monitor Still Captivates 
(WASHINGTON POST 04 MAR 12) ... Michael E. Ruane 

One Sailor remembered that the clouds parted late that 
night and an eerie half moon illuminated the ship’s death 
struggle in the Atlantic gale. 

Towering waves broke over the turret. Water gushed 
through the hatches and knocked men down. Several were 
swept overboard and vanished into the blackness. 

Below deck, the rising water sloshed almost waist deep. 
Several members of the crew were paralyzed by seasickness or 
fear. And a master’s mate gave a watch away, sensing his 
doom. 

It was a “panorama of horror,” a survivor recalled, one 
that “would have appalled the stoutest heart.” 

And as the USS Monitor was pounded by the ocean, the 
skipper signaled to his escort ship to send the lifeboats: He 
was sinking. 

It was Dec. 31, 1862, and as the moon set over the North 
Carolina coast, the strange iron-covered vessel — the ship that 
had so recently saved the Union — vanished, leaving behind 
only an eddy on the surface. 

The engine room clock was later found stopped around 1 
a.m., marking the moment of one of the great naval tragedies 
of the Civil War. 

A Battle For The Ages 
Ten months earlier — 150 years ago this month — the 

Monitor had become the nation’s salvation and had altered the 
course of the war. 

Armed with only two guns and powered by a single-
cylinder engine, the vessel steamed into Virginia’s Hampton 
Roads and interrupted the destruction of a Union flotilla by a 
powerful iron-clad Confederate warship. 

The Confederate vessel, the CSS Virginia, had rampaged 
among the Union’s wooden ships on March 8, as Yankee shot 
bounced off its greased iron sides. 

One Union warship was rammed and sunk. Another was 
set ablaze, and surrendered. A third was heavily damaged. 
More than 200 Union Sailors were killed. 

It was the worst defeat in U.S. Navy history up to that 
time, according to John D. Broadwater, a long-time Monitor 
scholar. And it threatened to break the Union’s crucial naval 
blockade of the South. 

Fear of the rebel war machine — “the horrid creature of a 
nightmare” — reached as far away as Washington, where it 
was hourly expected to steam up the Potomac, shell the 
Capitol and scatter Congress. 

It made for a fearsome sight, with its slanted black 
silhouette, menacing guns and smoke billowing from its stack. 

Adding insult to apprehension, it had been built on the 
burned remains of a United States Navy ship, the Merrimack, 
which the Navy thought it had destroyed. 

But the next day, March 9, as the Virginia returned to 
finish off the Union ships, the Monitor, which had arrived the 
night before, steamed out to give battle. 

As 20,000 spectators watched from shore and other ships, 
one of history’s most important naval engagements unfolded. 

The Monitor was an almost laughable contrast, with a 
deck just above the waterline and a solitary revolving iron 
turret — a “cheesebox,” as the reporters would call it. 

The Virginia outgunned the Monitor, with 10 weapons 
firing from ports in its blockhouse on deck. 

But the Monitor’s twin eight-ton smoothbores were 
bigger, and the spinning turret allowed the guns to be fired 
without maneuvering the ship into shooting position. 

Both ships had mechanical problems. Neither could do 
the other much damage. And the slugfest, which went on for 
four hours, ended in a draw. 

The encounter — the first ever between ironclad warships 
— changed naval warfare forever. 

“There will be other battles,” novelist Nathaniel 
Hawthorne later wrote, “but no more such tests of seamanship 
and manhood as the battles of the past.” 

The age of the wooden warship was over. But the future 
of the Union was preserved. 

The Monitor and its crew became national heroes. The 
ship was swarmed with visitors who begged for autographs. 
One woman, given a tour, kissed the guns. 

An emotional President Abraham Lincoln went aboard 
and reviewed the assembled crew, hat in hand. 

But before the year was out, the celebrated Monitor would 
blunder into the gale 16 miles off Cape Hatteras and sink in 
220 feet of water. 

Sixteen men were lost, including two who were entangled 
in the ropes, guns and coal that piled into the turret when the 
vessel capsized. 

One of the survivors later described the disaster to his 
wife, saying: “The Monitor is no more. What the fire of the 
enemy failed to do, the elements have accomplished.” 

The Past, Reconstructed 
But the death of the Monitor also led to a modern 

maritime saga as bold, ingenious and improbable as the life of 
the pioneering warship. 

Lost for more than a century, the ship was located by 
scientists in 1973, upside down but mostly intact just off Cape 
Hatteras. 

(The Virginia was blown up in Hampton Roads in 1862 to 
keep it out of the hands of encroaching Yankees. Little of the 
ship has ever been found.) 

In 2002, the Monitor’s 120-ton turret — its guns still 
inside — was lifted to the surface with the help of the Navy 
and taken to the Maritime Museum in Newport News, Va., for 
preservation. 

The museum has the state-of-the art Monitor Center for 
the display and conservation of the ship’s artifacts. 

Scientists have also recovered the ship’s 20-ton engine, its 
anchor, Sailors’ shoes, a boot, part of a wool coat, silverware, 
rubber buttons, lanterns, the engine room clock and the skull 
of a rodent. 

And they found the almost complete skeletons of the two 
Sailors who were trapped in the turret. 

Last month, forensic technicians at Louisiana State 
University, working for the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration, began trying to re-create their 
faces. 

Using exact models of the two skulls, the scientists 
applied clay to try to reconstruct how the Sailors might have 
looked. 

One was a younger man, about 21, whose skull showed he 
had suffered a broken nose, and whose feet were still clad in a 
pair of beat-up, mismatched shoes. 
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The other was that of an older salt, about 35, whose bones 
showed he may have had a limp from a prior injury. 

He also had a groove in his left front teeth, probably from 
clenching his pipe. And he wore a gold ring with a crude 
swirling pattern on a finger of his right hand. 

The complete reconstructions are scheduled to be 
unveiled this week at the Navy Memorial in Washington. 

Experts have also extracted DNA, studied the skeletons 
— which are in a military laboratory in Hawaii — and 
narrowed down to a few the possible identities of the two. 

And although both remain officially unidentified, NOAA 
experts believe the current sesquicentennial of the Civil War is 
a perfect time for the two Sailors to be buried with honors at 
Arlington National Cemetery. 

“Let’s put these two men to rest ... as a group burial 
representing all of the men who lost their lives that night,” 
said David W. Alberg, superintendent of NOAA’s Monitor 
Marine Sanctuary. “These men belong to history and the 
nation, and it’s time that the nation honors them.” 

A Crash Construction Job 
The day that changed naval warfare began shortly after 

sunrise as Monitor steamed out of the shadow of the USS 
Minnesota, one of the Union ships battered by the Virginia the 
day before. 

The Monitor’s bespectacled paymaster, William F. 
Keeler, was up on deck with the captain and a ship’s doctor. 
Keeler spotted the Virginia in the distance through the 
morning fog. 

Suddenly a puff of smoke appeared from the Virginia, and 
a shell shrieked overhead, crashing into the wounded 
Minnesota. 

“Gentlemen,” said the Monitor’s commander, Lt. John L. 
Worden, “you had better go below.” 

Keeler later wrote his wife: “We did not wait [for] a 
second invitation.” 

He recalled that as the trio descended into the turret, and 
the hatch was closed, crewmen were hoisting a 175-pound 
shot into one of the guns. “Send them that with our 
compliments, my lads,” the captain ordered. 

The scene seems like one from a World War II submarine 
movie rather than one from the Civil War. 

That was because the Monitor looked like, and was in 
many respects, “a submerged iron fortress,” as Hawthorne 
called it. “She burrows and snorts along, oftener under the 
surface than above.” 

The ship had been built in Brooklyn during a crash 
construction program after Union officials discovered that the 
Confederacy was rebuilding the Merrimack. 

When Virginia seceded from the Union in 1861, the U.S. 
Navy was forced to abandon its venerable Gosport shipyard in 
Portsmouth. Departing Union officers tried to destroy 
anything that might be of use to the rebels. 

That included the USS Merrimack, a large steam- and 
sail-powered frigate that was in for repairs. 

But the Merrimack was only partly destroyed. And the 
ingenious Confederates, eager for a weapon to counter Union 
naval power, salvaged its hull and engine, and built on its deck 
the iron- and timber-covered block house. 

Informed about the Virginia, Washington frantically 
sought its own ironclad, even advertising in newspapers for 
“Iron-Clad Steam-Vessels-of-War.” 

The Navy was directed to the imperious John Ericsson, a 
Swedish-born, New York-based ship architect who seven 
years before had pitched the French a Monitor-like vessel 
called “Ericsson’s Impregnable Battery and Revolving 
Cupola.” 

Although the French did not take up his offer, Ericsson 
wrote later that he “was fully prepared to present plans of an 
impregnable steam battery” to Washington. 

And the Navy did not have much time. Although his 
design was alien — “like nothing in the heaven above or on 
the earth beneath,” one officer said — Ericsson got the 
contract on Oct. 4, 1861. 

He was given 100 days to deliver the ship. 
Much of the work was subcontracted. The Navy borrowed 

two guns from another vessel. Ericsson supplied the cutting-
edge technology and design. 

Most of the Monitor rode below the surface, which made 
it a small target. Its deck rose only 18 inches above the 
waterline. Indeed, the Monitor was so strange a ship that 
several Sailors deserted on being assigned to it, according to 
historian John V. Quarstein, who has authored a study of the 
crew, “ The Monitor Boys .” 

The ship used a single four-blade propeller, and an 
unusual four-pronged anchor that was carried and deployed 
internally to avoid exposing the crew to gunfire. 

The Monitor had a surprisingly elegant interior, and the 
world’s first on-board toilets that could be flushed underwater 
— although they would backfire if not operated properly. 

The guns had special brakes to reduce recoil in the 
confines of the turret. And the turret was sheathed in eight 
layers of thick iron plate. 

Ericsson pushed the construction, visiting the shipyard 
almost every day. And when the Monitor was launched on 
Jan. 30, 1862, he had missed his deadline by only 18 days. 

The Crew, Up Close 
Four months after the battle at Hampton Roads, a 

photographer named James F. Gibson hauled his camera 
equipment aboard the Monitor while it was anchored in the 
James River, and took the only known images of the crew. 

In the photos, groups of Sailors congregate on the sun-
baked deck, and officers pose with the Monitor’s dented turret 
in the background. 

The Sailors are a weathered-looking, sinewy bunch. 
In one shot, several are in bare feet. Two are smoking 

pipes. There are what seem to be two games of checkers 
underway. One Sailor, wearing a Navy tam, is intently reading 
what may be a newspaper. 

In another shot, crewmen lounge while pots cook over a 
deck oven. Atop the turret, a crewman stands holding a 
spyglass. 

The Monitor had a complement of 58 men during the 
battle and 63 when it sank, according to Anna Holloway, vice 
president of the Mariners Museum’s collections and programs. 

There were coal heavers, boilermakers, former slaves, 
natives of Germany, Ireland, Scotland, Sweden, Wales. One 
had his initials tattooed on his right forearm. Another was the 
son of a Union general. Several enlisted under false names. 

Two members of the crew, including an officer who was 
haunted by criticism of his performance at Hampton Roads, 
would later take their own lives. 

Most of those aboard escaped in the lifeboats the night the 
Monitor sank. 
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Among those who perished was acting master’s mate 
George Frederickson of Philadelphia, who had given a friend a 
pocket watch, saying, “Here, this is yours. I may be lost.” 

Frederickson is pictured in two of Gibson’s photos of the 
officers — a short man with a thick goatee and an intense look 
on his face. 

Near Frederickson in both photos is the boyish third 
assistant engineer Robinson W. Hands, who wears his cap at a 
jaunty angle and, in one shot, holds a cigar. He, too, died. 

Also lost was engineer Samuel Augee Lewis, who was 
last seen seasick in his bunk. He had called out to a comrade: 
“Is there any hope?” 
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56. Week In Review Feb. 25, 2012 –Mar. 02, 2012 
(YOUTUBE 02 MAR 12) ... U.S. Navy 

Welcome to this week's U.S. Navy multimedia production 
featuring selected images from around the fleet received 
during the week of Feb. 25, 2012 – Mar. 02, 2012. 

The images represent the work of the many naval 
photographers deployed worldwide and submitted to Navy 
Visual News Service. For access to more than 100,000 high 
resolution photos visit: 
    http://www.navy.mil/view_photos_top.asp  and 
http://www.flickr.com/photos/usnavy/    . 

View U.S. Navy YouTube Channel 
View Clip (RT: 1:57) 
Broadcast Clip - 7 in :70 (Mar. 01, 2012) 
(YOUTUBE 01 MAR 12) U.S. Pacific Fleet 
A quick look at events and issues from the past week 

around Pacific Fleet making headlines at 
http://www.cpf.navy.mil. 

View Clip (RT: 1:10) 
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OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
57. Israel's Brinkmanship, America's Peril 
(LOS ANGELES TIMES 04 MAR 12) ... Doyle McManus 

Last week, Gen. Norton A. Schwartz, chief of staff of the 
U.S. Air Force, confirmed a no-longer-surprising fact: the 
Pentagon has sent the White House a menu of options for 
going to war with Iran. 

But that doesn't mean the military thinks bombing Iran 
would be a good idea. "It's not prudent at this point to decide 
to attack Iran," Schwartz's boss, Army Gen. Martin E. 
Dempsey, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, said on CNN 
last month, adding that his advice applied to Israel as well as 
the United States. "A strike at this time would be destabilizing 
and wouldn't achieve their objectives," Dempsey said. 

It's hard to find a high-ranking U.S. military officer who 
thinks war with Iran is a good idea. They point out that it is 
unclear that bombing Iran would succeed in stopping the 
Islamic Republic from developing nuclear technology, and 
that an attack would almost surely provoke Iranian retaliation 
and touch off a longer, wider war. 

But that hasn't stopped President Obama from rattling the 
saber. 

"When the United States says it is unacceptable for Iran to 
have a nuclear weapon, we mean what we say," he told Jeffrey 
Goldberg of the Atlantic last week. "As president of the 
United States, I don't bluff." 

Part of the reason Obama sounds more hawkish than his 
generals is that he hopes the threat of military action can help 
bring Iran around. But he's also trying to navigate a delicate 
situation with a leader who's ostensibly one of his closest 
allies, Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu. 

Netanyahu and his defense minister, Ehud Barak, have 
said that they don't believe economic sanctions and 
negotiations are working fast enough to persuade Iran to 
curtail its nuclear program. Barak has warned that Iran's 
nuclear facilities will soon be so deep underground that they 
will be in a "zone of immunity," safe from military attack -- or 
at least safe from the scale of attack that Israel could muster. 

Once that happens, Israel would have to depend on the 
United States for protection, and that's not a position the 
Israelis want to be in. So Netanyahu and Barak have publicly 
suggested that it may soon be time for Israel to strike, despite 
the dangers that an attack would bring. 

Are the Israelis serious? They say they are, and the 
Obama administration is taking them at their word. Over the 
past two months, a parade of U.S. defense officials has visited 
Israel. This week, Netanyahu is visiting Washington -- hoping, 
according to Israeli media reports, to win a promise from 
Obama that the United States will prevent Iran from even 
attaining the capability to build nuclear weapons. Until now, 
the United States has said it will prevent Iran from acquiring a 
nuclear weapon, but Israel wants the red line moved to the less 
easily defined point of "capability." 

For all Netanyahu's bluster, Israeli officials still say war 
with Iran is something they'd like to avoid. An Israeli attack 
on Iran would almost certainly lead not only to direct 
retaliation from Tehran, but also a ground war with Hezbollah, 
the pro-Iranian militia that rules southern Lebanon. A poll of 
Israelis released last week found that only 19% favor attacking 
Iran without U.S. support, and only 42% favor an attack even 
with U.S. support. 

Even Netanyahu has said that the outcome he'd prefer is 
an Iranian retreat in the face of economic sanctions, with no 
military action by anyone. 

But is that possible? 
The United States and its European allies have been 

working on proposals for the next round of nuclear talks with 
Iran, which are planned to begin next month. The aim, Obama 
said in his interview with the Atlantic, is to induce Iran's 
leaders "to make a strategic calculation" to delay "whatever 
potential breakout capacity they may have." 

That probably means some kind of deal under which Iran 
would agree to limit its enrichment of uranium to levels well 
below what's needed for nuclear weapons and submit to 
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international inspections that would reassure Israel and other 
countries that it is not pursuing secret military projects. 

The idea, said Dennis Ross, a former Obama advisor, 
would be to "stop the clock" and freeze Iran's nuclear 
technology at a level that doesn't threaten anyone else. But that 
would likely require the United States and its allies to soften 
their previous demand that Iran suspend all uranium 
enrichment as a first step. 

Obama noted that Iranian leaders have frequently insisted 
they aren't seeking nuclear weapons. "So it doesn't require 
them to knuckle under to us," he said. But it would require 
them to allow more intrusive inspections than they have 
accepted in the past. 

The Obama administration contends that a deal like that is 
more possible than ever before, because economic sanctions 
against Iran have finally begun to bite. But to obtain an 
agreement with Iran, the United States needs Israel to stay its 
hand. 

The term "brinkmanship" was coined during the Cold 
War to describe threats of military action that, if implemented, 
would lead to disaster for both sides. It's ironic that in this 
case, the brinkmanship is coming from America's ally, 
Netanyahu, and it carries the potential of calamity not only for 
Iran and Israel, but for the United States as well. 
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58. War Talk On Iran Forces The Issue: Is Israel A Formal U.S. Ally? 
(CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR 02 MAR 12) ... Editorial 

Obama and Netanyahu can't agree on a threshold for 
attacking Iran if they also lack clarity on whether the U.S. and 
Israel are formal allies. Will Israel abandon its strategy of 
defense self-reliance? 

According to polls, Americans remain wary of supporting 
the idea of either Israel or the United States – or both together 
– attacking Iran’s nuclear facilities. 

Perhaps one reason for this hesitancy is the fact that 
Israel, in a historic choice to rely on itself for defense, has 
never become an official U.S. ally. 

America has no treaty obligation to come to Israel’s 
defense as it does with many countries in Europe and Asia. 
This little-known fact may loom large in a meeting Monday 
between President Obama and Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu. 

The two men have long differed on how to deal with Iran, 
especially as a preemptive attack raises more difficult 
questions than for a traditional war raises. A lack of a formal 
Israeli-U.S. defense alliance makes it difficult to reconcile 
their current differences, despite the long friendship and close 
military cooperation between the two countries. 

The Israeli leader, who enjoys wide popularity in the 
U.S., has been pressing Mr. Obama to openly threaten Iran 
with a military strike. And he wants the U.S. to accept Israel’s 
lower threshold for launching an attack, which would be at the 
point of Iran simply developing a capability to make an atomic 
bomb. The pro-Israel lobby in Congress, too, is pushing a bill 
that would endorse this Israeli view. 

In sharp contrast, Obama appears to prefer a different “red 
line” for an attack on Iran – at the point when Iran actually 
assembles a bomb. And he prefers to let tighter sanctions and 
diplomacy play out longer. 

His position reflects not only a view that the U.S. is not as 
vulnerable to Iranian missiles as Israel but also the president’s 
overall strategy to have the U.S. intervene less often militarily 
in global affairs while it restores its economy. 

And Obama prefers regional problems to be solved 
primarily by a region’s players, with the U.S. only in a 
supporting role. (His personal relations with Mr. Netanyahu 
are also difficult because the president has not been able to 
persuade Israel to help create a Palestinian state by 
compromising on the building of Jewish settlements.) 

Netanyahu complicates this dispute over Iran by sending 
contradictory signals on Israel’s basic military doctrine. 

Last month, he reiterated a longstanding Israeli stance by 
saying, “When it comes to our fate, we must rely only on 
ourselves.” To many Jews, this view reflects the lesson of the 
Holocaust – that they cannot rely on others to save them. Yet 
Israel also knows it may not have the military means to 
destroy Iran’s nuclear facilities unless the U.S. is involved. 
And it could also lack the defensive capability to withstand an 
Iranian counterattack. 

In 1981, Israel was able to destroy Iraq’s nuclear 
capability in an aerial attack, and in 2007, it destroyed a 
Syrian nuclear facility – both without U.S. help. But it has also 
long relied on billions of dollars in U.S. military aid as well as 
American military technology, such as missile defenses. The 
two militaries often hold joint exercises, and Israel is a 
“partner” in a NATO outreach program called Mediterranean 
Dialogue. 

U.S. and Israeli officials often refer to each other’s 
country as an “ally.” But the U.S. also uses that term for many 
countries with whom it has no formal defense treaty. Ever 
since the 1930s, for example, the U.S. has implicitly been an 
ally of Saudi Arabia’s monarchy in return for access to Saudi 
oil. 

The lack of a defense treaty with Israel also makes it 
difficult for U.S. relations with Turkey, which is an official 
NATO ally. Turkey, for example, is hosting a new NATO 
missile-defense shield designed to thwart Iranian missiles. But 
the Islamic government in Ankara also insists that the shield 
not be used to help Israel. NATO appears to be honoring the 
request. 

Finding a peaceful way to neutralize Iran’s nuclear threat 
requires that Israel and the U.S. first bring greater clarity to 
their own relationship. 

Is the U.S. willing to shed its longtime attempt to be a 
mediator in Middle East problems by formally supporting 
Israel in a military attack? And is Israel ready to abandon its 
post-Holocaust desire for military self-reliance by becoming 
an official U.S. ally? 

Obama and Netanyahu will need to answer these 
questions, not only for each other, but for their own people. 
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59. Crushing Homs 
(NEW YORK TIMES 03 MAR 12) ... Editorial 

After a month of merciless bombardment, the forces of 
President Bashar al-Assad of Syria have taken Homs, the main 
rebel stronghold. Many of the brave residents have fled the 
city or been killed, adding to a death toll now estimated at 
more than 7,500 since the unrest began. 

There is no doubt that Mr. Assad will keep on killing. The 
international community must keep stepping up the pressure 
for him to go. 

On Thursday, there seemed to be some progress when the 
government told the Red Cross it could deliver food and 
medical supplies to the besieged Baba Amr neighborhood. On 
Friday, authorities blocked a relief convoy without 
explanation. There were unconfirmed reports that security 
forces were conducting house-to-house searches and summary 
executions. 

The situation is so horrifying that even Russia and China 
— two of Assad’s main enablers — are beginning to express 
doubts. After vetoing two anti-Assad initiatives at the United 
Nations Security Council, on Thursday they joined the rest of 
the Council in approving a statement demanding immediate 
access for humanitarian workers. In an interview published on 
Friday, Prime Minister Vladimir Putin of Russia claimed “we 
have no special relationship with Syria.” 

His cynicism knows no limits. Russia is a main arms 
supplier to the regime (along with Iran, which knows no 
shame at all) and is clearly eager to preserve access for its 
navy to the Syrian port of Tartus. The Times reported on 

Friday that Russia and Iran are both helping Mr. Assad 
replenish his foreign reserves that have been badly squeezed 
by the instability and international sanctions. 

If Russia and China really want to preserve their influence 
in the region, they need to stop handing the Syrian dictator 
economic, military and diplomatic lifelines. The only way to 
repair their reputations is to end their complicity. The only 
way to end the killing is for Mr. Assad to go. Moscow and 
Beijing need to use all of their leverage to make that happen. 

The United States, Europe, the Arab League and Turkey 
need to make that case to China and Russia every chance they 
have. And they need to keep tightening their own sanctions. 
At some point, the Syrian military and business elites will 
decide that backing the dictator is a losing proposition. The 
United States and its allies also need to use all of their 
influence and coaching to help the opposition form a credible, 
multiethnic government, one that will respect all Syrians. 

Washington and many others have rightly ruled out 
military intervention, fearing that it could unleash an even 
bloodier civil war and possibly spread beyond Syria’s borders. 
Some gulf states are talking about arming the rebel forces, also 
a risky proposition. The United States and its allies should 
consider providing the rebels with communications 
equipment, intelligence and nonlethal training. 

Mr. Assad must go. And the world must keep pushing 
until he does. 
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60. South China Sea On The Boil Again? 
(SINGAPORE STRAITS TIMES 05 MAR 12) ... Michael Richardson 

TENSIONS over conflicting claims to disputed islands, 
maritime territory and energy resources have rippled through 
the South China Sea for the past two years. Several Southeast 
Asian states and China are embroiled in disputes that also 
involve outside powers such as the United States. 

After a brief relative calm, the struggle for control of one 
of the world's most important arteries for commercial and 
military shipping may be about to boil up again. The current 
dispute is between the Philippines and China. At issue is the 
country with the authority to let local and foreign companies 
develop valuable offshore oil and natural gas reserves in a 
contested zone of the South China Sea. 

In the background is the US, which has a long-standing 
mutual defence treaty with the Philippines. Are we about to 
see a proxy conflict between China and the US, the two top 
Asia-Pacific economies and military forces? This could 
destabilise the region and undermine growth. 

The dispute surfaced again last week when Manila 
announced exploration licences for 15 petroleum blocks, three 
of them in these waters. Philippine officials hoped contracts 
would be awarded to bidders within the next few months. 

Beijing immediately protested. 
It said that at least two of the South China Sea blocks 

covering over 12,000 sq km were under its jurisdiction. 
Beijing asserts that they are part of the Spratly Islands, even 
though they are less than 150km from the Philippines’ south-
western Palawan Island, and some 1,065km from Hainan 
Island, the nearest uncontested Chinese territory. 

The Philippines insists that the two blocks are not part of 
the Spratlys. It says the United Nations Law of the Sea treaty 
gives it the right to control seabed energy and mineral 
resources, as well as fisheries, in an Exclusive Economic Zone 
stretching 370km from its shores. 

China has long maintained a sweeping but vaguely 
defined claim to about 80 per cent of the 3.5 million sq km 
South China Sea. This claim would make China an immediate 
neighbour of the Philippines, Malaysia, Brunei and Indonesia. 
China would also become a very close neighbour of 
Singapore. 

The core of China’s giant U-shaped claim stretching deep 
into South-east Asia is its assertion of sovereignty over three 
island groups: the Pratas, occupied by Taiwan; the Paracels, 
occupied by China but claimed by Vietnam; and the Spratlys, 
the main islands of which are garrisoned by China, the 
Philippines, Vietnam, Malaysia and Taiwan. 

China, Taiwan and Vietnam each claim all of the 
Spratlys, which spread over 729,000 sq km of the South China 
Sea’s south-eastern zone. The Philippines, Malaysia and 
Brunei claim parts of the Spratlys closest to their territories. 
But only China consistently contests the Philippine claims to 
energy rights in the area. A 100km-wide submerged mountain 
top, known as Reed Bank, in the north-east of the group is 
prime petroleum territory coveted by both the Philippines and 
China. 

Before last week’s exploration licensing round, Manila 
had issued only one previous block in waters also claimed by 
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China. This was in the Reed Bank, where British-based Forum 
Energy plc, which is 64 per cent owned by Philex Mining 
Corp of the Philippines, has done extensive seismic surveys to 
determine the size of a big gas find there. 

Forum told shareholders recently that the block could 
contain 40 trillion cubic feet of gas, a bigger reserve than the 
nearby Malampaya gas field operated by the Shell group. It 
fuels half the power needs of Luzon, the main island of the 
Philippines. 

Last week, Philex said it would comply with a work 
programme agreed with the Philippine government, including 
drilling two wells by June 2013. 

A year ago, a Forum survey ship reported that two 
Chinese vessels in the Reed Bank area had threatened to ram 
it, disrupting the seismic survey work. As many as a dozen 
cases of Chinese vessels, some of them warships, intruded into 
what Manila claims are Philippine waters. 

How will China react this time? Will its vessels disrupt 
survey work, as it did against both the Philippines and 
Vietnam last year? 

The official China Daily last week accused the 
Philippines of breaching the Asean-China voluntary code of 
conduct in the South China Sea and choosing “once again to 
be a troublemaker”. China’s Global Times said it was 
“probably time for China to take some substantial moves, such 
as economic sanctions, to counter aggression from the 
Philippines since protests and condemnation (by Beijing) have 
not worked”. 

Meanwhile, Manila is seeking increased US aid for its 
weak defence forces and preparing to give Washington more 
access for refuelling and servicing of US warships and planes. 
The US and the Philippines will conduct joint military training 
off Palawan Island late this month, focusing on how to deal 
with a takeover of an oil rig in the South China Sea. 

The Philippines’ Asean partners will be watching 
nervously to see whether a strengthened US-Philippine 
alliance deters or provokes China. 

The writer is a visiting senior research fellow at the 
Institute of Southeast Asian Studies. 
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61. Explore The Nuclear Option 
(DEFENSE NEWS 04 MAR 12) ... Editorial 

Governments often have military requirements that 
demand solutions that are politically and financially difficult 
to attain. 

Australia is one of those countries. It wants 12 new 
submarines for its forward defense strategy, but its unique 
long-range and endurance requirements — Australia’s subs 
operate from Garden Island near Fremantle but patrol in an arc 
that extends thousands of miles — make conventional or 
hybrid boats problematic. 

Conventional subs like Australia’s six Collins-class 
vessels must surface or snorkel regularly to recharge batteries, 
exposing them to detection. At 3,000 tons, they are the largest 
conventional boats for a reason — to carry enough fuel for up 
to 10 days transit to patrol areas, followed by two weeks on 
station and then the return home. 

Though the routine would be familiar to any World War 
II U.S. submariner operating from Australia, running a 
conventional sub over such distances is inefficient and risky in 
the 21st century as surveillance systems improve. 

Hybrid boats with air independent propulsion (AIP) 
systems are promising and allow conventional subs to operate 
with greater stealth, but usually not longer than a week, so are 
better suited for shorter-range applications than Australia’s. 
Once the AIP fuel is gone, the boat reverts to diesel-electric 
propulsion, unless forward refueling sites for liquid oxygen 
and hydrogen are available, a pricey investment. 

Ultimately, only a nuclear submarine will satisfy 
Australia’s range and persistence requirements, a politically 
tough option for a country that’s long eschewed nuclear 
power. The earthquake and tsunami that triggered emergencies 
at nuclear reactors in Japan last year hardened many 
Australians’ anti-nuclear stance. 

And without a nuclear industry at home, training military 
personnel in nuclear plant operations and maintenance is a 

costly proposition and a career field that offers little or no 
commercial future. 

Clearly, it’s an uphill argument, but one that was 
rekindled recently by the U.S. ambassador to Australia, Jeffrey 
Bleich, who pledged Washington’s willingness to cooperate 
whether Canberra goes for nuclear or conventional subs. 

While the liberal Labor government opposes nuclear subs, 
some in the conservative Liberal party are supportive. 

Still, Australia’s choice could become easier if Canberra 
and Washington strike a deal to forward-base U.S. nuclear 
submarines, thereby establishing a shoreside nuclear 
infrastructure. 

As for subs, there are two options, both nuclear. First, buy 
or acquire through an extended lease a fewer number of 
Virginia-class nuclear boats with the range, speed, endurance 
and stealth to satisfy Australia’s needs. 

Each costs about $2.4 billion but are reliable and have 
relatively low maintenance demands that could be shared with 
the U.S. Navy, which is building 30. Plus, U.S. bases at Pearl 
Harbor or Guam could serve as maintenance centers. 

The government says the program for 12 conventional 
subs will cost more than 10 billion Australian dollars, but 
some analysts suggest the cost could be as high as 40 billion. 
U.S. sources suggest buying fewer Virginia boats but 
operating them with dual crews to maximize time underway. 

The other option would be a nuclear AIP system, a tiny 
atomic plant that would drive the sub at slow speed but 
maintain stealth by allowing it to remain submerged for 
extended periods. Still, it would yield a slow, complex and 
ultimately unique ship. 

What Australia can’t afford is another submarine that’s a 
mix of systems — designed and manufactured domestically, 
and attempted on the cheap. Clever engineering and hard work 
have made the Collins boats capable, but at staggering 
ultimate cost and limited capability. 
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62. Defense Is Under The Gun 
(WASHINGTON POST 05 MAR 12) ... Robert J. Samuelson 

It turns out that “budget sequestration,” portrayed as an 
evenhanded way to spur bipartisan negotiations over budget 
deficits, is actually a dagger aimed at defense spending. The 
president and other top administration officials have said the 
automatic spending cuts required by sequestration are “bad 
policy.” But they still support “sequestration” as a political 
tool instead of proposing needed changes that might fulfill its 
original purpose: pushing Democrats and Republicans into 
realistic budget negotiations. 

The whole sequestration process is something of a sham. 
Here’s background for the 99.99 percent of Americans who 
aren’t budget wonks. 

Last summer, Congress passed the Budget Control Act 
(BCA), raising the federal debt ceiling and pledging to cut 
budget deficits by at least $2.1 trillion from 2012 to 2021. Of 
that, cuts of $900 billion were included in the BCA — with 
half from defense. Congress then created a “supercommittee” 
of 12 of its members to achieve the remaining $1.2 trillion of 
deficit reduction through more spending cuts or tax increases. 

Sequestration aimed to promote agreement by creating an 
alternative that seemed worse: automatic cuts in defense and 
non-defense spending. The theory was that the fear of 
sequester would so upset Republicans (against deep defense 
cuts) and Democrats (against domestic cuts) that they would 
negotiate a more acceptable package. By the same logic, 
Congress would then approve the supercommittee’s plan. 

Wrong. The supercommittee didn’t agree, and Congress 
didn’t vote. With hindsight, this is unsurprising, because the 
sequester is not neutral. Though defense spending represents 
19 percent of the budget in 2012, it would absorb half the cuts. 
Moreover, many entitlements (Social Security, Medicaid) 
were excluded from cuts. As supporters of domestic spending, 
Democrats had less reason to fear sequester. Similarly, the 
sequestration imposed no automatic tax increases; this 
appealed to Republicans. And because sequestration itself 
wouldn’t start until 2013, failing to agree in late 2011 had 
little political fallout. 

So: The sequestration now scheduled for next January 
means about another $500 billion in military cuts over the 
decade. These are in addition to the $487 billion in defense 
reductions already in the BCA and billions of earlier cuts 
ordered by former defense secretary Robert Gates, who ended 
some major programs including the F-22 stealth fighter. Nor 
do these cuts count the automatic reductions occurring from 
withdrawals from Iraq and Afghanistan. Even without 
sequester, defense spending is estimated to fall to 13 percent 
of the budget in 2017. 

Defense Secretary Leon Panetta has repeatedly denounced 
the sequester. In a letter in November to Republican Sens. 
John McCain of Arizona and Lindsey Graham of South 
Carolina, he called the prospective cuts “devastating.” After a 
decade, they would result in “the smallest ground force since 
1940, the smallest number of ships since 1915, and the 
smallest Air Force in its history.” Testifying Feb. 16 before 
Congress, he said sequestration “would ... inflict severe 
damage on our national defense.” 

Even the threatened sequester has bad effects, argue 
defense analysts Michael O’Hanlon of the Brookings 
Institution and Mackenzie Eaglen of the American Enterprise 
Institute. It weakens the president’s ability “to signal Iran, 
North Korea and China that the United States remains as 
firmly committed to our interests and allies as ever.” 

Panetta talks as if sequester won’t occur because the 
consequences would be so dreadful. Somehow after the 
election, Congress will reach a better budget agreement. 
Perhaps. But this smacks of wishful thinking that (wrongly) 
justifies continuing the sequester in its current form. 

Fast forward to November. One party and perhaps both 
will be embittered by the election’s outcome. Congress will 
face two and possibly three highly contentious issues: the 
expiration of the Bush tax cuts of 2001 and 2003 at year-end; 
the looming start of the sequester; and, possibly, the need to 
raise the federal debt ceiling (the Bipartisan Policy Center 
estimates this could occur in November). 

The confluence of so many big issues — with timetables 
— could inspire a grand compromise. It also could produce 
chaos. The sequester could take effect by default and 
confusion. The Obama administration’s continuing embrace of 
the sequester as a political lever, when it clearly hasn’t 
worked, makes this outcome more, not less, likely. 

I have before suggested an alternative: Change the 
sequester. Don’t use it to gut defense. Instead, split the $1.2 
trillion in automatic savings between across-the-board tax 
increases and automatic cuts in “entitlements,” including 
Social Security and Medicare. These consequences would 
truly frighten Republicans and Democrats. They might 
actually bargain in good faith. Also, advance the sequester’s 
start to late summer, so that bargaining would precede the 
election. 

This would force the president, Democrats and their 
Republican opponents to debate long-term budget choices that 
ought to be at the center of the campaign. It’s unlikely, 
because our “leaders” are more interested in one-upmanship 
than governing. 
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63. War Fighters, Not Businessmen 
Where Does the Line of ‘Inherently Military’ Fall? 
(DEFENSE NEWS 04 MAR 12) ... Robert Kozloski 

Building a military force that is agile, efficient and able to 
master cutting-edge technology is the main theme of Defense 
Secretary Leon Panetta’s new guidance for the U.S. military. 
Last month, Joint Chiefs Chairman Gen. Martin Dempsey 
emphasized his goal of maintaining the trust of U.S. citizens in 
his recently published Strategic Direction. 

Given the grave reality of the U.S. national debt, 
improving the fiscal responsibility of the Department must be 
a central component of this trust-building effort. Before either 
the civilian or military leadership in the Department of 
Defense can effectively implement their strategic vision, they 
must first confront and resolve an issue identified by former 
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Defense Secretary Robert Gates: how to best use the nation’s 
expensive military personnel. 

In 2010, a Defense Business Board report on excessive 
overhead within the department found that DoD spends $54 
billion each year on military personnel performing commercial 
work. A few months after that report was given to Gates, the 
Congressional Budget Office released a study that showed 
cash compensation is significantly higher for military 
personnel than for their civilian counterparts with similar 
education and skills. When tax breaks, deferred compensation 
and other benefits are factored in, the disparity is even more 
significant. 

There may be a misconception that military personnel are 
more effective because of their battlefield leadership skills and 
therefore should receive greater compensation. However, a 
separate Defense Business Board study noted that military 
personnel were generally less effective as program managers 
than their civilian counterparts for a variety of reasons, 
including frequent transfers. 

To perform commercial duties, military officers are often 
sent to graduate school to hone their business and analytical 
skills prior to their new assignments. The Center for Strategic 
and Budgetary Assessments identified the cost of educating 
future businessmen at military universities; it ranges from 
$25,000 to $125,000 per student. 

Keep in mind that military personnel receive full 
compensation while they are in school, and these educational 
sabbaticals count toward retirement. In comparison, federal 
civilian personnel incur the cost of education that qualifies 
them for these same positions. 

Having military personnel regularly perform commercial 
work is the antithesis of what Panetta hopes to change over the 
next decade. The Department of Defense and Congress must 
work together to define inherently military functions. 

This will help prevent military personnel from performing 
work that can be accomplished more efficiently by civilian 
personnel and possibly better incorporate civilian personnel 
into emerging concepts of military operations. 

Simply eliminating all military members from business-
related activities is not a desirable solution. Inputs from the 

operational forces are critical to ensure that the voice of the 
war fighter is represented in programmatic and policy 
discussions. 

Getting the workforce mix right will be especially 
challenging for the military services, as they must maintain a 
realistic operational rotation for the health, effectiveness and 
professional development of the military workforce. How to 
best grow the next generation of general and flag officers, who 
require some level of business acumen to succeed in the top 
military ranks, is also a consideration and must be part of any 
analysis of this issue. 

Perhaps having a more flexible military compensation 
system, which provides full compensation for those in the 
operational forces and less for military members serving in 
non-operational billets, would help resolve this problem. 
Beyond the financial aspects, defining inherently military 
functions will help support future operations. As cyberspace, 
unmanned aerial systems and other forms of cutting-edge 
technology become fully integrated into the U.S. arsenal, it is 
important to identify what missions must be performed by 
military personnel and which ones can be performed by less 
expensive civilian personnel. 

Does a drone operated from the United States need to be 
under the control of a military officer? Does a digital bomb 
sent from Fort Meade need to be launched by a person in 
uniform? Where can civilian personnel, with the appropriate 
skills, be incorporated into the mix? While Panetta‘s and 
Dempsey’s vision of the future military is admirable, it is 
unlikely that this latest budget review will be the last time 
defense spending is scrutinized. Until federal deficit spending 
and the national debt are brought under control, defense 
spending will continue to be at the center of future budget 
debates. 

Proper use of military and civilian personnel will help 
ensure the nation gets the most bang for its defense buck 
during an era of constrained spending. 

Robert Kozloski is an efficiency analyst for the U.S. 
Department of the Navy and a recent graduate of the Global 
Security Studies program at Johns Hopkins University. 
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64. Fighting To Hire Veterans 
(POLITICO 02 MAR 12) ... Lt. Col. Kevin Schmiegel 

The U.S. Chamber of Commerce Friday is set to host its 
100th Hiring Our Heroes jobs fair, launching our second year 
with a pledge to create a movement that helps veterans and 
their spouses find jobs. 

We at the chamber are stubbornly focused on jobs, saving 
them, creating them and filling them – and particularly for 
military families. As these men and women return home, the 
business community wants to make their transition back into 
civilian life as smooth as possible. 

But chronically high U.S. unemployment has led to a 
chilly jobs market — and veterans and military spouses are 
suffering at an outsize rate. Nationwide, 1 million veterans are 
jobless and one of every four military spouses is without work. 

Post 9-11 veterans are having the most difficulty, with 
younger veterans aged 18 to 24 facing a staggering 30 percent 
unemployment rate. Members of the National Guard and 
Reserve face an unemployment rate of 14 percent nationally. 

With the recently announced drawdown in Afghanistan, 
roughly 1 million more men and women in uniform and their 
families are expected to leave active duty over the next five 
years. If we don’t act now, the already staggering rates of 
unemployment for veterans, guardsmen and reservists are 
likely to grow dramatically. 

How can we expect young men and women to raise their 
right hands and serve in an all-volunteer force if they face 
higher unemployment than their peers after serving? Similarly, 
why should military spouses encourage their husbands and 
wives to make the military a career and endure long 
separations and relocations, if they cannot achieve their own 
career aspirations? 

Our nation should view the imminent drawdown as an 
opportunity, and there is a precedent. After World War II, 
millions of veterans re-entered the workforce — and the 
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massive infusion of talent helped the manufacturing sector 
grow and the entire U.S. economy thrive. 

As we pull out of this recession, we need to look to 
sectors that are growing — including energy, health care, and 
infrastructure — and hire recent veterans to help our economy 
prosper. 

As a 20-year Marine Corps vet —and one who made a 
successful leap into the private sector—it is easy for me to 
build the case for hiring veterans. Employers, from the start, 
know they’re dealing with disciplined individuals who have 
proven their work ethic and commitment through their service. 
They’ve gone through extensive technical training and 
sharpened their skills in harsh conditions and challenging 
environments. 

Problem-solving is at the core of their skill set. They’re 
experienced leaders who work well in teams, and are by 
necessity flexible and adaptive. 

Military spouses have many similar qualities. They have 
demonstrated strength and resilience in the face of adversity. 
They are also one of the nation’s most educated populations. 

There’s a saying that businesses that do well do good. In 
other words, prosperity leads to generosity. Businesses can do 
well and do good simultaneously by adding the qualified, 
highly trained men and women who have served in the U.S. 
military to their staffs and payrolls. 

Lt. Col. (Ret.) Kevin Schmiegel is founder and executive 
director of Hiring Our Heroes, at the U.S. Chamber of 
Commerce. The group is holding a jobs fair in Philadelphia 
today. 
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On This Day In The Navy: 
1915: In AB-2 flying boat, LCDR Henry C. Mustin makes first underway catapult launch from a ship, USS North Carolina, at 
Pensacola Bay, FL. 
 

TOP STORIES: 
1. Bahrain: 2 Killed In Bomb Blasts 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 05 NOV 12) 

MANAMA, Bahrain -- A series of bomb blasts in Bahrain's capital killed two people Monday, authorities said. 
 

2. The 'Big E' Comes Home For The Last Time 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 04 NOV 12) ... Mike Hixenbaugh 

ABOARD THE ENTERPRISE -- This massive ship was covered in red lead paint and sitting on a dry dock in Newport News the 
first time Ray Godfrey laid eyes on it. 

 
3. Syria’s Disparate Opposition Groups Open Talks On Forging United Political Front 
(NEW YORK TIMES 05 NOV 12) ... Neil MacFarquhar 

BEIRUT, Lebanon — Syria’s fractious opposition groups began negotiations in Doha, Qatar, on Sunday to forge a more unified 
front to reshape the political landscape in a bloody conflict that claims more than 100 lives virtually every day. 

 

MIDEAST: 
4. Syrian Tanks Enter Demilitarized Israeli Frontier 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 04 NOV 12) ... Barbara Surk 

BEIRUT, Lebanon — Three Syrian tanks entered the demilitarized zone in the Golan Heights on Saturday, Israel said, raising 
concerns violence from Syria's civil war could heat up a long-quiet frontier that has not seen such an incursion in nearly 40 years. 

 
5. Iran Sets Up New Base Near Disputed Islands 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 04 NOV 12) ... Nasser Karimi 

TEHRAN, Iran -- Iran's powerful Revolutionary Guards inaugurated a new naval base on Sunday to reinforce Tehran's authority 
over three Persian Gulf islands also claimed by the neighboring United Arab Emirates, Iranian state TV reported. 

 
6. On Deck: Naming Mideast Command 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 05 NOV 12) ... Julian E. Barnes 

One of the first major uniformed military appointments to be made by the president next year is the head of the Middle East 
headquarters operation, a decision that could offer clues to how the U.S. would address a military conflict with Iran. 

 

AFGHANISTAN: 
7. Kabul Threatens To Expel Foreign Critics Over Report 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 05 NOV 12) ... Maria Abi-Habib and Habib Khan Totakhil 

KABUL—The Afghan government said it is considering expelling the staff of an influential global conflict-resolution think tank 
over a recent critical report, fueling concerns about Kabul's tolerance of dissent. 

 
8. As NATO Nears Exit, Construction Dries Up 
(NEW YORK TIMES 05 NOV 12) ... Rod Nordland and Sangar Rahimi 

KABUL, Afghanistan — Jalalabad Road, the heart of what might be called the Afghan capital’s military-industrial complex, has 
also become the place where heavy construction equipment comes to die. 
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ASIA – PACIFIC: 
9. China Relentlessly Harries Japan In Island Dispute 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 05 NOV 12) ... Christopher Bodeeen 

BEIJING -- Chinese patrol boats have harried the Japanese Coast Guard many times a week for more than a month in an 
unusually relentless response to their latest maritime spat. 

 
10. China Party Fills Top Military Posts 
Promotion of Air-Force General Is Seen as Reflection of Beijing's Ambitions to Challenge U.S. Dominance 
in Asia-Pacific 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 05 NOV 12) ... Jeremy Page 

BEIJING—China's Communist Party concluded a generational shake-up of its military top brass Sunday when state media 
announced the appointment of an army general and a former air-force commander as vice chairmen of its Central Military 
Commission—the body that controls the armed forces. 

 
11. Noda Seeks Closer Ties With India Amid Isles Row With China 
(ASAHI SHIMBUN 04 NOV 12)) 

Prime Minister Yoshihiko Noda will seek a closer security alliance between Japan and India as part of efforts to counter China’s 
sovereignty claims to the Senkaku Islands, which would include additional naval exercises between the two countries. 

 
12. Agreement Grants Okinawans Access To U.S. Bases During Emergencies 
(STARS AND STRIPES 05 NOV 12) ... Chiyomi Sumida 

CAMP FOSTER, Okinawa — Some Okinawa residents found out Monday that U.S. military bases on the island could be 
lifesavers. 

 

AFRICA: 
13. Clashes In Capital Highlight Libya’s Security Challenges 
(WASHINGTON POST 05 NOV 12) ... Abigail Hauslohner 

TRIPOLI, Libya — Gun battles shut down a neighborhood of central Tripoli on Sunday, as militias loyal to the government 
battled another militia that they said had gone rogue. 

 

HURRICANE SANDY: 
14. U.S. Navy Hits Shores Of Belle Harbor To Help Victims Of Hurricane Sandy 
Several vehicles were unloaded onto the beach from a large landing craft, including two amphibious vehicles 
known as LARCs 
(NEW YORK DAILY NEWS 04 NOV 12) ... Vera Chinese and Erin Durkin 

Navy personnel showed up early Sunday morning to bail out flooded homes in Belle Harbor, Queens, in what residents said was 
the first help they’ve gotten from the federal government since Superstorm Sandy hit. 

 

PERSONNEL: 
15. Get Fit Or Get Out 
Navy seeks culture change as number of failures rise 
(NAVY TIMES 12 NOV 12) ... Joshua Stewart 

Almost 13,000 Sailors could be just a jelly doughnut away from getting kicked out of the Navy. 
 

16. PRT Verdict After Summer Of Tests: No Changes 
(NAVY TIMES 12 NOV 12) ... Joshua Stewart 

The Navy ran 173 Sailors through a nine-exercise regimen last summer, collecting reams of data in the search for ways to 
improve the fleet’s physical readiness test. 

 
17. U.S. Navy Skipper Fired Over Drunken Misconduct In Russia 
(REUTERS 03 NOV 12) ... Tim Gaynor 

The skipper of a U.S. Navy frigate and three officers were fired on Saturday after an investigation found they had engaged in 
drunken behavior and misconduct during a recent port visit in Russia, the Navy said. 
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18. DoD Rethinks Suicide Law 
Decriminalizing ‘self-injury’ could lead more to get help 
(NAVY TIMES 12 NOV 12) ... Andrew Tilghman 

The Pentagon has ordered an internal review of the laws that allow commanders to treat attempted suicide as a crime under the 
Uniform Code of Military Justice. 

 
19. Va. Beach-Based SEAL Dies In Afghanistan 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 03 NOV 12) ... Sarah Hutchins 

A Virginia Beach-based Navy SEAL was killed in combat in Afghanistan on Thursday, the Department of Defense announced 
Saturday. 

 

MARINE CORPS: 
20. Six Marines Killed In Afghanistan Remembered As 'Noble Warriors' 
(LOS ANGELES TIMES 03 NOV 12) ... Tony Perry 

Six Marines from the base at Twentynine Palms, Calif., were remembered at a memorial service Friday as "noble warriors" who 
showed "great courage and unwavering resolve when they were tested" in combat in Afghanistan. 

 

VOTING: 
21. Pentagon Pushed Email Voting For Troops Despite Security Concerns 
(MCCLATCHY NEWSPAPERS 04 NOV 12) ... Greg Gordon 

WASHINGTON — Counties in 31 states are accepting tens of thousands of electronic absentee ballots from U.S. soldiers and 
overseas civilians, despite years of warnings from experts that Internet voting is easy prey for hackers. 

 

USS ENTERPRISE: 
22. USS Enterprise Completes Its Final Voyage 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 04 NOV 12) ... Brock Vergakis 

ABOARD THE USS ENTERPRISE -- The world's first nuclear-powered aircraft carrier ended its remarkable career at sea on 
Sunday when it pulled into its home port for the final time after participating in every major conflict since the Cuban Missile Crisis of 
1962. 

 
23. Enterprise, Intent On Getting Home, Sails Into History 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 04 NOV 12) ... Mike Hixenbaugh 

ABOARD THE ENTERPRISE -- Matthew Enos locked up the first time he flew off the deck of the aircraft carrier Enterprise as a 
fledgling fighter pilot. The force of his first-ever catapult launch shocked him, flattening him against the seat of his F/A-18 Super 
Hornet. 

 

SURFACE FLEET: 
24. With Collision On Many Minds, Porter Makes Return 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 05 NOV 12) ... Dianna Cahn 

NORFOLK -- Chief Petty Officer Steven Tanner's family wore bright orange T-shirts to welcome him home on Sunday, bearing 
the message "We Survived Cruise 2012" with a line drawing of his ship, the Porter. 

 

TECHNOLOGY: 
25. In Test, Missiles Launched From Unmanned Boat Hit Target 
(NAVY TIMES 12 NOV 12) ... Sam Fellman 

The vision: boat drones that terrify enemies with their bow-loaded missile battery. 
 

AVIATION: 
26. The Next $1 Trillion Market: F-35 Sustainment Work 
Pentagon Hopes Competition Will Lower Costs 
(DEFENSE NEWS 04 NOV 12) ... Aaron Mehta and Marcus Weisgerber 

With the Pentagon set to purchase fewer large platforms in the coming decades, defense companies are positioning themselves for 
the next best thing: the repair and upkeep of existing military equipment, a business that could be worth trillions of dollars. 
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CONGRESS / BUDGET: 
27. Navy, Contractors Have Much To Lose If Automatic Cuts Kick In 
(KITSAP (WA) SUN 04 NOV 12) ... Ed Friedrich 

BREMERTON — The Navy stands to lose $12 billion next year in across-the-board cuts if Congress can't agree to a deficit-
reduction plan by the end of the year. 

 
28. Contractors Look For Sequestration Delay 
Federal cuts are set for January but firms stick with 2013 projections 
(WASHINGTON POST 05 NOV 12) ... Marjorie Censer 

As mandatory federal spending cuts of nearly $1 trillion loom larger, many Washington area government contractors are making 
bets the cuts will be delayed, and they are holding back on lowering their financial guidance to Wall Street. 

 

NAVY-MARINE CORPS CLASSIC: 
29. It's Anchors Aweigh For College Hoops Season 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 02 NOV 12) ... Bernie Wilson 

SAN DIEGO -- It was a college basketball game like none before, played under a pinkish-purple twilight sky on the flight deck of 
an aircraft carrier, with President Barack Obama sitting midcourt and thousands of Sailors in the stands. Two fighter jets screamed 
overhead just as the national anthem finished. 

 

COMMENTARY: 
30. Silence On Bahrain 
(WASHINGTON POST 05 NOV 12) ... Stephen McInerney 

“Our challenge in a country like Bahrain,” Secretary of State Hillary Clinton said last November, is that the United States “has 
many complex interests. We’ll always have to walk and chew gum at the same time.” The growing problem is that the United States 
does plenty of “walking” — maintaining our strategic alliance with the Gulf kingdom in the short term — but little or no “chewing,” 
or taking meaningful steps to spur the political reforms needed to preserve Bahrain as an ally in the long term. 

 
31. A Change In Power Behind A Curtain 
(WASHINGTON POST 04 NOV 12) ... David Ignatius 

As Election Day approaches, it’s useful to look at the murky political transition taking place in China this month. It’s a reminder 
of the benefits of America’s sometimes chaotic democracy. 

 
32. The Permanent Militarization Of America 
(NEW YORK TIMES 05 NOV 12) ... Aaron B. O’connell 

ANNAPOLIS, Md. -- In 1961, President Dwight D. Eisenhower left office warning of the growing power of the military-
industrial complex in American life. Most people know the term the president popularized, but few remember his argument. 

 
33. The World Is Safer, But No One Will Say So 
(WASHINGTON POST 04 NOV 12) ... Greg Jaffe 

There's one foreign policy fact that President Obama and Mitt Romney dare not mention this election season. No American 
general will speak of it. Nor will it displace the usual hot topics at Washington's myriad foreign policy think tanks. Measured by most 
relevant statistics, the United States — and the world — have never been safer. 

 
34. The Pentagon's New Threat 
As weather worsens, environmentalists and the military find a common cause 
(BOSTON GLOBE 05 NOV 12) ... Juliette Kayyem 

It doesn't make sense to cast all public policy challenges as "wars on (fill in the blank)." The combative language can seem way 
too harsh when applied to, say, drug dependency; military terms can't really convey the deeply personal implications of cancer 
treatment and research. 

 
35. Incentives For Fit Sailors 
(NAVY TIMES 12 NOV 12) ... Editorial 

The Navy is closing the “three-mile club.” Sailors whose fitness regimens begin a few weeks before their biannual physical 
fitness assessment and end immediately after it’s over are being squeezed out of the fleet by rules geared to ensuring year-round 
fitness and healthier living. 
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TOP STORIES: 
1. Bahrain: 2 Killed In Bomb Blasts 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 05 NOV 12) 

MANAMA, Bahrain -- A series of bomb blasts in 
Bahrain's capital killed two people Monday, authorities said. 

The apparently coordinated explosions in Manama point 
to escalating levels of violence by anti-government forces in 
the nearly 21-month uprising against the Gulf nation's 
Western-backed rulers. 

The Interior Ministry says two Asian men, including one 
trash collector, were killed and a third person injured as at 
least five homemade explosive devices were detonated. The 

official Bahrain News Agency described the blasts as an "act 
of terrorism." 

Foreign ministers from the Gulf Cooperation Council plan 
to meet in Bahrain on Wednesday to discuss regional issues, 
including Bahrain's tensions and growing clashes in Kuwait 
between security forces and an opposition led by Islamists. 

More than 55 people have been killed in Bahrain's unrest 
since February 2011 as the nation's majority Shiites press for a 
greater political voice in the Sunni-ruled kingdom. 

Bahrain is home to the U.S. Navy's 5th Fleet. 
Return to Index 
 

2. The 'Big E' Comes Home For The Last Time 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 04 NOV 12) ... Mike Hixenbaugh 

ABOARD THE ENTERPRISE -- This massive ship was 
covered in red lead paint and sitting on a dry dock in Newport 
News the first time Ray Godfrey laid eyes on it. 

The Sailor was a 21-year-old high school drop out. 
Now 73, Godfrey teared up Sunday while standing on the 

bridge of the world’s first nuclear-powered aircraft carrier as 
he watched a young helmsman steer the Enterprise toward its 
final homecoming. 

From the tower, Godfrey looked down on thousands of 
cheering family members who had arrived hours earlier at Pier 
12 at Norfolk Naval Station to welcome the ship and its crew 
home after an eight-month deployment – the ship’s 25th and 
final. 

Fifty years ago, Godfrey took part in a similar scene when 
the ship sailed home to Norfolk after its maiden deployment – 
participating in the naval blockade during the Cuban Missile 
Crisis. 

Godfrey was one of two “plank owners” – Navy parlance 
for an original member of a ship’s crew – who joined the 
historic ship this week on the final leg of its final voyage. 

The Enterprise will be inactivated during a ceremony on 
Dec. 1 before being tugged to Newport News, where it will be 
gutted at the shipyard that built it a half-century ago. 

“This is an honor that I can’t begin to describe,” said 
Godfrey, who was invited aboard by the captain. “This ship 
means so much to me. This is where I learned what it means to 
be a man.” 

On the pier, members of the last crew the ship will ever 
know weren’t thinking about the historic significance. Like 
every ship homecoming, they were focused on running into 
the arms of spouses and kissing sons and daughters they’d be 
meeting for the first time. 

The time for reflection will come later, said Petty Officer 
3rd Class Mustafa Joseph, before leaving the ship to greet his 
mother. 

“It is a big deal,” he said. “This ship is historic; it’s where 
I started my Navy career. Right now, I’m just excited to see 
my family again.” 

After weeks of marking sentimental moments aboard the 
ship – the final stop at a foreign port; the final nighttime 
landing; the final catapult off the flight deck – the marking of 
“lasts” seemed to wear on some crew members. 

When asked for a recommendation on whether to eat the 
pizza served in the ship’s wardroom the night before docking 
in Norfolk, a SH-60 Seahawk pilot smiled wide. “You have to 
try it,” he said. “It’s historic; the ship’s last pizza!” 

Although some poked fun, the level of interest in claiming 
a keepsake from arguably the Navy’s most famous ship is 
serious business. 

Before the ship deployed in March, Sailors dumped boxes 
full of old lunch trays into a trash container at the pier. A week 
later, a few entrepreneurial dumpster-divers were calling the 
trays “collectors’ items” and selling them for $65 a pop on 
eBay. 

In the ship’s final days, many people drank coffee from 
plastic Pepsi cups after Sailors and family members aboard the 
ship pilfered mugs stamped with the ship’s name and crest. 

On the flight deck Saturday, Sailors in green shirts used a 
circular saw to chop up the arresting cable that caught the last 
jet to ever touch down on the deck. Dozens lined up to grab 
foot-long sections of the greasy, steel wire. 

Capt. Bill Hamilton, the ship’s commanding officer and 
the pilot who made that final landing, joked that he needed the 
ship’s security forces to focus on protecting the ship’s soon-to-
be-historic compenents, many of which are bound for 
museums. 

Hamilton, whose young grandson joined him onboard and 
occupied his chair on the bridge as the ship steamed into port, 
said he takes great pride in being the last man to lead the 
Enterprise. He choked up before taking the stage at his final 
all-hands meeting in the ship’s hangar bay, where he thanked 
the crew for working so hard to keep the old ship from falling 
apart. 

“When I say Enterprise, I’m not talking about the chunk 
of steel,” Hamilton said. “I’m talking about the crew. I’m 
talking about the Sailors and Marines that keep this ship 
running.” 

Back in 1961, Bill Falls worked in the ship’s laundry 
department, a thankless but vital task then, as it is now. It was 
by chance that he became one of only two original crew 
members to ride the ship home. 

The 74-year-old Hampton resident was drinking at the 
Elks Lodge a couple years back when he noticed a young 
Sailor drop a few quarters into a jukebox and play an old 
country song by George Jones. 
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“I couldn’t understand why a guy so young would listen 
to George Jones, because he’s ancient,” Falls said. 

The two got to talking, and after a number of beers, they 
realized they both had served on the Enterprise. 

The young Sailor, Petty Officer 2nd Class Wade Bauer, 
asked the old timer if he wanted to join him on the ship’s last 
tiger cruise. 

“This is something I never realized would happen,” Falls 
said, reflecting on his short tour aboard the ship. “At the time, 
I didn’t think I had anything to do with history.” 

In the coming months, Sailors will begin pulling 
equipment and furniture off the carrier as a private contractor 
begins dismantling it. 

The ship’s engines fired for the last time Sunday; jets 
loaded with bombs and supplies will never again launch off its 
sprawling flight deck. “It’s really over,” Bauer said. 

As hundreds of Sailors and Marines flipped off lights 
Saturday night and lay down on mattresses bound for 
recycling facilities, the voice of the ship’s chaplain, Cmdr. 
John Owen, crackled over the ship’s speakers for a final 
prayer. 

Owen said he wondered exactly what the ship chaplain 
said in the first evening prayer 51 years earlier. “I don’t 
know,” he said. 

“But I am confident of this: were he to be with us tonight, 
as Enterprise prepares to return to port for the last time, 
completing her service to the Navy and the nation that 
commissioned her, he would acknowledge that his prayers 
have indeed been answered.” 

View Clip (RT: 1:44) 

Return to Index 
 

3. Syria’s Disparate Opposition Groups Open Talks On Forging United Political Front 
(NEW YORK TIMES 05 NOV 12) ... Neil MacFarquhar 

BEIRUT, Lebanon — Syria’s fractious opposition groups 
began negotiations in Doha, Qatar, on Sunday to forge a more 
unified front to reshape the political landscape in a bloody 
conflict that claims more than 100 lives virtually every day. 

Given the scant prospects that any attempt to restructure 
the opposition will succeed — the last such meeting in Cairo 
in June ended in shouting and fistfights — senior opposition 
figures tried to smooth over any differences in their initial 
remarks. 

“The main aim is to expand the council to include more of 
the social and political components,” Abdulbaset Sieda, the 
current leader of the Syrian National Council, told reporters. 

Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton said last week 
that the Syrian National Council had outlived its usefulness 
and should be replaced by a larger umbrella organization with 
more representation from inside Syria, as well as from 
minority groups. The council could be incorporated into that 
larger body, she said, but could no longer play the starring role 
in the exiled opposition. 

Riad Seif, a respected Syrian dissident leading that effort, 
tried to play down any competition. 

“The initiative is not a substitute for the Syrian National 
Council, but the S.N.C. should be an important part of it,” Mr. 
Seif told reporters, according to news reports. “To bring down 
the regime, we need 1,000 national councils.” 

The proposal calls for a council of some 50 members, at 
least 15 from the Syrian National Council. 

Western powers hope to create an alternative to the 
government of President Bashar al-Assad. Ideally, it would set 
up shop in firmly opposition-held territory inside Syria. But no 
such territory has been gained yet. Mr. Seif said the new 
council might make Cairo its headquarters. 

The weeklong political jamboree in Doha has two parts. 
The Syrian National Council, trying to head off its demise, is 
meeting first to enact reforms meant to make it more inclusive. 
Starting Wednesday, a broader group critical of the council 
and endorsed by the United States will try to create a larger 
opposition umbrella group. 

Once agreement is reached, Mr. Seif said, it would forge a 
government in exile of technocrats and hold a conference in 
Morocco to gain international recognition. 

Many Syrian opposition figures and foreign governments 
have grown disenchanted with the Syrian National Council. 
They say that its leaders have been consumed by infighting 
rather than forging a strategy to topple the government, that 
military commanders fighting on the ground have made it 
irrelevant, and that it is basically a tool of the Muslim 
Brotherhood. 

But some of its staunchest critics have attacked Mr. Seif 
and his new council, known as the Syrian National Initiative, 
as an American puppet. 

In Doha on Sunday, Mr. Seif said that the new council 
was not meant to be a vehicle for his personal ambitions. He 
said he would not be a candidate to lead the government in 
exile given that he was 66 and faced health problems. “I will 
stick to helping form a political leadership which will satisfy 
the Syrian people and the world,” he said. 

The main initial aim of the Americans and others who 
back the change is to create a stronger link between the 
commanders leading the fight in Syria and the exile groups. 
There is growing concern in Western capitals that as the 
fighting drags into its 20th month, radical jihadists are 
hijacking what started as a peaceful protest movement. 

Members of the S.N.C. counter that Western powers are 
at fault because the jihadists’ Persian Gulf Arab backers 
provide the kind of money and weapons that Western 
countries have refused to offer to the opposition. 

While the political bickering gathered steam, the fighting 
inside Syria continued apace. 

A car bomb exploded in Damascus, near key military and 
other government offices, sending a plume of smoke high 
above the capital visible in reports broadcast by Arab satellite 
channels. The bombing wounded 11 people and caused serious 
damage to the headquarters building of the General Federation 
of Trade Unions in Damascus, reported SANA, the official 
news agency. The government blamed “terrorists” for the 
attack. 

On the capital’s southern outskirts, the Syrian army 
shelled rebel positions inside the Palestinian refugee camp of 
Yarmouk, killing at least 20 people, opposition activists told 
Reuters. 
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Three days of heavy fighting with mortars and rocket-
propelled grenades ended with rebel forces capturing Al Ward 
oil field in the eastern province of Deir ez-Zour, according to 
the Syrian Observatory for Human Rights, which tracks the 
conflict from abroad. 

The International Committee of the Red Cross said it had 
been able to bring aid to the old city of Homs over the 
weekend, reaching the besieged neighborhoods of Khalidiya 
and Hamidiya for the first time. 

Hania Mourtada contributed reporting from Beirut, and 
Hala Droubi from Dubai, United Arab Emirates. 
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MIDEAST: 
4. Syrian Tanks Enter Demilitarized Israeli Frontier 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 04 NOV 12) ... Barbara Surk 

BEIRUT, Lebanon — Three Syrian tanks entered the 
demilitarized zone in the Golan Heights on Saturday, Israel 
said, raising concerns violence from Syria's civil war could 
heat up a long-quiet frontier that has not seen such an 
incursion in nearly 40 years. 

Israel complained to U.N. peacekeepers present in the 
area, a relatively low-key response that suggested it did not 
see the Syrian armor as an immediate threat. But the entry 
marks the most serious spillover of Syria's turmoil to date at 
the frontier, where stray ordnance has exploded on the Israeli 
side in the past. 

Neighboring countries are dealing with a variety of 
incidents linked to the conflict — Turkey exchanged artillery 
fire with Syria for a week last month, while Jordan has seen 
several shootings at the border and clashes linked to the 
uprising against President Bashar Assad have broken out in 
Lebanon. 

Some in Israel worry that that if Assad goes, the country 
could fall into the hands of Islamic extremists or descend into 
sectarian warfare that would destabilizing the region. Islamic 
fighters — some from abroad — are increasingly taking part 
in key engagements alongside the rebels. 

Inside Syria on Saturday for example, Islamic militants 
took part in a dawn assault on a strategic airbase in the north 
of the country. The attack, reported by activists, aimed to 
disrupt strikes by government warplanes and helicopters that 
are pounding rebel-held towns. 

Anti-regime activist group The Syrian Observatory for 
Human Rights said the attack on the Taftanaz air base 
continued into the evening, although Syria's state-run SANA 
news agency said the fighting was over and government troops 
had repelled a "terrorist attack." The government considers the 
rebels terrorists and pawns in a foreign plot to destroy the 
country. 

Fighters from Jabhat al-Nusra, an al-Qaida-inspired 
Islamic militant group made up of foreign jihadis, had joined 
in the assault, said the Observatory, which relies on reports 
from activists on the ground. Al-Nusra fighters, who are 
considered among the most experienced and disciplined 
among the forces fighting to topple Assad, have led attacks on 
other airbases in the north in recent months. 

The Taftanaz base mainly houses military helicopters, 
near the main highway between the capital Damascus and the 
northern city of Aleppo — where rebels and the military have 
been battling for control for months. 

Online activist videos claim to show the battle, with 
rebels firing rockets and mortars, and smoke rising over 
buildings and an airstrip area. An activist speaking in the 
video identifies it as an attack by rebels and Jabhat al-Nusra 
on the base. The videos appear genuine and are consistent with 
other Associated Press reporting in the area. 

Also on Saturday, war planes hit targets in the rebellious 
Damascus suburbs, killing at least 10 people and wounding 
dozens of others, the Observatory said. Fighter jets also 
bombed areas around the strategic northern city of Maaret al-
Numan on a key supply route from Damascus to Aleppo, the 
country's commercial hub. Rebels have been using Maaret al-
Numan as a base to disrupt government supplies to Aleppo. 

The violence comes a day before the start of a key 
international conference in Qatar at which the United States 
and its allies aim to reorganize the opposition's political 
leadership and unite their ranks. The leadership-in-exile has 
been widely seen as ineffective and out of touch with rebel 
fighters on the ground. 

Activists say more than 36,000 people have been killed 
during Syria's 19-month-old conflict, which began in March 
last year as a largely peaceful uprising but has transformed 
into a brutal civil war. Daily death tolls of 100 or more have 
become commonplace, and the country's sectarian divisions 
have deepened. Many of those trying to depose Assad are 
Sunni Muslims, while the regime is dominated by Alawites, 
followers of an offshoot of Shiite Islam. 

On Friday alone, 125 people were killed in the fighting. 
At least 35 people were killed in the regime's artillery shelling 
of several towns in the oil-rich eastern province of Deir el-
Zour, which borders Iraq, the Observatory said. At least 33 
civilians were killed in the neighborhoods around Damascus, 
including several civilians who were shot by snipers, the 
group's president, Rami Abdul-Rahman said Saturday. 

At least 48 soldiers were also killed in Friday's fighting, 
Abdul Rahman said. The government rarely comments on the 
deaths of soldiers, and there was no official confirmation of 
the particularly high toll among troops for the day. 
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5. Iran Sets Up New Base Near Disputed Islands 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 04 NOV 12) ... Nasser Karimi 

TEHRAN, Iran -- Iran's powerful Revolutionary Guards 
inaugurated a new naval base on Sunday to reinforce Tehran's 

authority over three Persian Gulf islands also claimed by the 
neighboring United Arab Emirates, Iranian state TV reported. 
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The base near the Iranian mainland's southern port of 
Bandar-e Lengeh some 1,100 kilometers (700 miles) south of 
Tehran is the Guards' fifth in the Gulf. The Guards' navy chief 
Gen. Ali Fadavi said missile and marine units have been 
deployed there. 

It lies north of the Iranian-controlled islands of Abu 
Musa, Greater Tunb and Lesser Tunb that dominate the 
approach to the strategic Strait of Hormuz, a key waterway 
through which about one-fifth of the world's oil supply passes. 

The Revolutionary Guard and the U.S. Navy both patrol 
the narrow waterway, which Iran had threatened to choke off 
in retaliation for tougher Western sanctions over its suspect 
nuclear program. 

Iran took control of the Persian Gulf islands in 1971, after 
British forces left the region. Since 1992, the UAE has 
repeatedly claimed the islands and last month at the U.N. 
General Assembly, it said Iran's "occupation" violates 
international law. 

In April, a visit by President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad to 
the islands inflamed the dispute over the territories and 
prompted an outcry by UAE and its Arab allies. Tehran later 
vowed to develop the islands through tourism and other 
industries, though little has been reported on that since the 
visit. During the inauguration of the base, Guards chief Gen. 
Mohammad Ali Jafari expressed the hope that new base could 
support economic development of the islands. 

Tehran says the islands have been part of states that 
existed on the Iranian mainland from antiquity until the British 
occupied them in the early 20th century. 

Tehran also maintains that an agreement signed eight 
years before its 1979 Islamic Revolution between Shah 
Mohammad Reza Pahlavi and the ruler of one of the UAE's 
seven emirates, Sharjah, gives it the right to administer Abu 
Musa and station troops there. 

There was no agreement on the other two islands. The 
UAE insists they belonged to the emirate of Ras al-Khaimah 
until Iran captured them by force days before the UAE 
statehood in 1971. 

Also Sunday, Iranian newspapers reported that the 
country has produced a domestically-made drone capable of 
hovering in midair. 

The conservative Resalat said an advanced vertical take-
off and landing or VTOL drone will be displayed in February. 
It quoted Abbas Jam, who is director of the project, as saying 
that the drone can also fly in silence. 

Earlier in October Iran said it obtained images of sensitive 
Israeli bases taken by a drone that was launched by Lebanon's 
Hezbollah movement that month and downed by Israel. 

Iran says other drones made dozens of apparently 
undetected flights into Israeli airspace from Lebanon in recent 
years. Israel has rejected that. 

Iran frequently claims breakthroughs in military 
technology and other achievements. Most are impossible to 
independently confirm. 
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6. On Deck: Naming Mideast Command 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 05 NOV 12) ... Julian E. Barnes 

One of the first major uniformed military appointments to 
be made by the president next year is the head of the Middle 
East headquarters operation, a decision that could offer clues 
to how the U.S. would address a military conflict with Iran. 

It will fall to the head of the U.S. Central Command to 
fine-tune war plans should a military conflict with Iran erupt, 
and it also would have to draft plans for a no-fly zone or other 
military operation in Syria, should the U.S. elect to intervene 
there. 

CENTCOM, as the Middle East headquarters is known, 
traditionally has been led by Army and Marine Corps 
generals, but some current and former defense officials say an 
Air Force or Navy pick should be considered to best prepare 
for the type of war the U.S. could undertake. 

Marine Gen. James Mattis is the current commander, and 
many Pentagon insiders say that Army Gen. Lloyd Austin, the 
current Vice Chief of Staff of the Army and a former top 
commander in Iraq, is the leading contender for the job. Gen. 
Mattis is due to step down next summer, but the jockeying to 
succeed him has already begun among the services. 

Current and former defense officials say the White House 
should turn to an Air Force general or Navy admiral to lead 
the command, bringing a different kind of strategic thinking 
than ground officers. 

"Nobody has discussed a large scale ground invasion of 
Iran…that is both politically and militarily off the table," said 
Nora Bensahel, a senior fellow at the Center for a New 
American Security, a left-leaning think tank. "It makes sense 

you would want people whose professional experience begins 
with service from the Air Force or Navy." 

Although all senior officers have experience working with 
joint forces, their own military roots and early training can 
influence their strategic mind-set. That could bear on a 
possible conflict with Iran, which Ms. Bensahel said likely 
would be led by the Navy and Air Force. 

Air Force Gen. Mike Hostage, the current head of Air 
Combat Command and a former head of CENTCOM's air 
component, is considered the Air Force candidate for the top 
Middle East military job, current and former officials said. No 
Air Force officer currently leads a regional combatant 
command. 

The Navy is offering up Adm. Bill Gortney, the former 
top aide to the Joint Chiefs of Staff and the current head of the 
U.S. Atlantic Fleet. 

Some military officers note it is the Navy that has the lead 
role in safeguarding the economically vital Persian Gulf and 
that Adm. Gortney has experience in the Middle East as 
commander of the Fifth Fleet. 

A senior defense official declined to comment on the 
succession plans for the Central Command, but said all three 
men were "outstanding officers." 

Military officers are generally prohibited from speaking 
about future appointments. Press representatives for the three 
officers considered to be the leading candidates either declined 
to comment or didn't respond to requests for comment. 

Some key allies, like Saudi Arabia, might be reassured by 
a U.S. decision to appoint an Air Force officer to lead 
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CENTCOM, said Stephanie Sanok, a senior fellow with the 
Center for Strategic and International Studies, a nonpartisan 
think tank that specializes in foreign policy and national 
security issues. Allies could worry an Army appointment 
would mean "boots on the ground" in the Middle East, she 
said. 

"I am not so sure it is going to be an Army person this 
time around," Ms. Sanok said. 

Ms. Sanok, who has advised the campaign of Republican 
presidential candidate Mitt Romney, declined to offer a view 
of how Mr. Romney's choice would differ from that of 

President Barack Obama. In speeches about the Middle East, 
Mr. Romney has tended to emphasize naval power, talking 
repeatedly about the need to maintain two carriers in the 
Middle East and add one to the Mediterranean. 

Mr. Obama's military strategy, released last January, 
emphasized the importance of naval and air forces over the 
use of conventional land forces. But Army Gen. Austin is well 
known to Mr. Obama, after leading U.S. forces in Iraq and 
executing the White House's drawdown plan without 
complaint. 
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AFGHANISTAN: 
7. Kabul Threatens To Expel Foreign Critics Over Report 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 05 NOV 12) ... Maria Abi-Habib and Habib Khan Totakhil 

KABUL—The Afghan government said it is considering 
expelling the staff of an influential global conflict-resolution 
think tank over a recent critical report, fueling concerns about 
Kabul's tolerance of dissent. 

In a report released in October, the Brussels-based 
International Crisis Group outlined the risks of the U.S.-led 
coalition's withdrawal and warned that Afghanistan may slide 
back into civil war if it doesn't hold free and fair presidential 
elections in 2014. 

President Hamid Karzai's spokesman, Aimal Faizi, said in 
an email to The Wall Street Journal that the ICG's reports are 
full of "bias and doom," and appear motivated by a desire "to 
mislead the Afghan people and create an environment of 
confusion about their future." 

Mr. Faizi added that his government finds the ICG's 
activities "detrimental to Afghanistan's national interests" and 
is now "in the process of assessing the ICG's operations in the 
country." 

The ICG's communications director, Andrew Stroehlein, 
said the organization hadn't heard directly from the Afghan 
government. 

"Until we actually know from the government what, if 
anything, they intend to do, it is very hard to respond to it, let 
alone discuss what the implications for other 
[nongovernmental organizations], think tanks and journalists 
may or may not be," he said. 

Mr. Faizi first issued the threat to expel the ICG in an 
Afghan television appearance on Saturday, hours after Mr. 
Karzai met with the editors of major Afghan news 
organizations, urging them not report about Afghanistan 
negatively and to "protect the national interest," said 
participants in the meeting. 

Western diplomats in Kabul said they were watching 
these latest developments with concern. One said the threat to 
kick out the ICG "would not be a good move." The U.S. 
Embassy declined to comment on Mr. Faizi's remarks about 
the organization. 

The pressure on the ICG and Mr. Karzai's recent criticism 
of the foreign press have raised concerns among Western 
diplomats, international and national journalists and human-
rights workers that a crackdown on freedom of expression is 
under way. The U.S.-led coalition has poured hundreds of 
millions of dollars into promoting a free press and civil 

society, citing freedom of expression as Afghanistan's key 
achievement since the Taliban regime's downfall in 2001. 

"It's extremely alarming and concerning for anyone 
involved in media and human-rights analysis. It does seem to 
be something that is getting worse and worse," said a human-
rights worker in Kabul. 

Mr. Faizi brushed off such concerns. "We strongly assure 
all stakeholders that there will not be any clampdown on 
freedom of press and expression," he said. 

The ICG, which provides direct recommendations to 
policy makers in addition to publishing reports, has operations 
in 26 countries around the world, according to its website. 
Thomas Pickering, the former U.S. ambassador to the United 
Nations, is the organization's chairman of the board. Louise 
Arbor, the former U.N. High Commissioner for Human 
Rights, is the president and chief executive. 

October's ICG report, which the group published on its 
website, analyzed the transition of security responsibilities to 
the Afghan forces. The report concluded that the government 
was "plagued by factionalism and corruption" and was "far 
from ready to assume responsibility for security" when U.S. 
and international forces withdraw in 2014. 

The Afghan government at the time protested the report's 
findings. Afghan lawmakers also demanded an apology, and 
one newspaper published by an Afghan official claimed the 
author of the report was conducting "espionage." 

At a news conference in October, Mr. Karzai separately 
accused a number of U.S. and British news organizations of 
waging "psychological war" to undermine the confidence of 
Afghans as international forces withdraw. 

On Saturday, Mr. Karzai reiterated this criticism as he 
met with more than 100 representatives of Afghanistan's 
media and analysts. During the encounter, he urged them to 
"protect and defend the national interest of Afghanistan," said 
Fahim Dashti, the chief executive of Afghanistan's National 
Journalists Union. 

Mr. Karzai said "you are allowed to criticize me and my 
government" but "don't worry the Afghan people about 2014," 
Mr. Dashti said. 

Mr. Dashti and other representatives who attended the 
meeting said the comments weren't a direct threat to 
implement censorship. They said, however, that other 
elements of the Afghan government could use the president's 
remarks as a rationale for clamping down. 
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"We told Karzai that we agree with this point, but there 
are people in your government who will misuse your 
instructions to the media. They'll make the media's work 
difficult," said Danish Karokhel, the editor of Pajhwok news 
agency. 

The president criticized "Western media" in the meeting, 
saying it is "conducting propaganda and using…[local] media 

outlets for their own interests," Sarnavesht Daily, a local 
newspaper, reported. 

The Afghan government has acted against international 
organizations in the past. In 2007, Kabul kicked out Michael 
Semple, a senior European Union diplomat, for reaching out to 
the Taliban without the Afghan government's permission. 

Ziaulhaq Sultani contributed to this article. 
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8. As NATO Nears Exit, Construction Dries Up 
(NEW YORK TIMES 05 NOV 12) ... Rod Nordland and Sangar Rahimi 

KABUL, Afghanistan — Jalalabad Road, the heart of 
what might be called the Afghan capital’s military-industrial 
complex, has also become the place where heavy construction 
equipment comes to die. 

Lined with Afghan and NATO military facilities and the 
contracting firms that serve them, the road is also garlanded 
with miles of brightly colored holding yards — in the yellows, 
oranges, blues and reds of backhoes and diggers, forklifts and 
bulldozers, cranes and cherry pickers, graders and rollers. 

Most of them are new, or newish, and nearly all are idled. 
Nowhere is the impending collapse of Afghanistan’s 
construction industry more evident than here, where Afghan 
companies that hire out heavy equipment to construction firms 
have hit hard times. 

“In the past two months nobody has rented a single piece 
of my machinery,” said Shafiq Ahmad Sidiqi, 28, who owns a 
construction company and rents out hydraulic lift platforms, of 
which he has 30 in various sizes. “The foreigners are leaving, 
and the money is drawing down.” 

Precise figures on the falloff of construction in 
Afghanistan are difficult to come by, but those in the business 
say the impending American and NATO withdrawal has not 
only slashed military spending, but also depressed 
construction spending generally. 

“The decline of investment in construction started at the 
beginning of 2012 as soon as the 2014 deadline was 
announced,” said Ghulam Ali Danish Kamal, the executive 
manager of the Afghan Builders Association. 

Mr. Kamal said the number of construction companies in 
Afghanistan had fallen to at most 3,000, compared with 
10,000 at one time. “Already there has been a 30 to 40 percent 
drop in investment in construction this year, and some of the 
projects that you see here are from 2011, which will be 
completed by the end of this year,” he said. “In 2013, most of 
the companies will be out of a job, and even if there are some 
projects they will be small ones.” 

Afghan government officials insist things are not as bad 
as all that. “We don’t confirm the decline in the number of 
construction companies,” said Wafiullah Iftikhar, president of 
the Afghanistan Investment Support Agency, who maintained 
that the drop in military financing would be made up for in 
long-term foreign investment. “We do accept that there has 
been a dramatic reduction in the number of projects and 
contracts awarded by NATO forces in 2012, but it does not 
necessarily mean the construction sector would collapse,” he 
said. “We are hopeful that in the near future the construction 
sector would boom once again, since the international 
community has pledged billions of dollars to spend on 
infrastructural and economic development projects.” 

That is little solace to Mr. Sidiqi. At the height of the 
boom in 2010 and 2011, his company employed 400 full-time 
workers on a dozen projects, many of them in dangerous areas 
in southern Afghanistan. He has let all but a few office staff 
members go, and hires temporary workers whenever a project 
comes along. 

He said he had only one project on the books, a $500,000 
job building container housing on a base, and that is likely to 
fall through, too. “I just got an e-mail that it’s going to be 
canceled,” he said. 

His company had contracts with the French military, so 
was hit harder and sooner than some others, after the French 
announced that they would complete their pullout a year ahead 
of schedule, by the end of 2013, after losing troops this year to 
attacks attributed to Afghan security forces. 

Last year, Mr. Sidiqi said, he made a fateful business 
decision, deciding to sink his profits into the purchase of a 
couple dozen more hydraulic lift platforms at $22,000 apiece, 
because the profits in renting them were so high. By the time 
he took delivery, the business had tanked. “Now, I could sell 
them for scrap metal,” he said. 

“Before the announcement of the withdrawal, all these 
yards were empty because the equipment was out on jobs,” he 
said. Now, the yards are almost all full, and all over Kabul are 
the skeletons of unfinished buildings, devoid of workers. The 
slowdown has had one unintended consequence at the Qara 
Company, a loose cooperative of 15 crane owner-operators 
who originally came from Bamian Province: they have all 
gotten to be good volleyball players, since there is nothing 
much else for them to do but play on the court they have set 
up in their yard. 

“Before, we used to have clients twice a day,” said 
Mohammad Musa, 35, one of the crane owners, who has a 20-
ton, Japanese-made Tadano crane with a 115-foot boom. 
“Now, we are lucky if we have one a week.” 

“There is no doubt that they would make less profit now 
and there would be less business,” Mr. Iftikhar said of the 
construction sector, “but it does not mean collapse.” 

Total American spending in Afghanistan was budgeted at 
$159.4 billion in 2011, and the estimate for 2012 is $126.5 
billion, according to the White House Office of Management 
and Budget. By 2013, that will have dropped to $96.7 billion. 
More difficult to quantify is how much other countries’ 
international spending in Afghanistan, as well as private 
investment, has fallen. “One of the biggest concerns that the 
Afghan government, the international community and we have 
is the financial and investment drainage,” Mr. Kamal said. 
“We have been hearing that a lot of people are taking their 
money out of Afghanistan and investing in other countries.” 
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Mr. Sidiqi said he had no plans to leave, since his capital 
is all in heavy construction equipment. He does still get plenty 
of e-mails from the military contracting authorities inviting 
him to bid on work. “They’re asking us to destroy those bases 

we made for them,” he said. That, he added, does not seem to 
be a business with a future. 

Habib Zahori contributed reporting. 
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ASIA – PACIFIC: 
9. China Relentlessly Harries Japan In Island Dispute 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 05 NOV 12) ... Christopher Bodeeen 

BEIJING -- Chinese patrol boats have harried the 
Japanese Coast Guard many times a week for more than a 
month in an unusually relentless response to their latest 
maritime spat. 

Four Chinese craft typically push to within hailing 
distance of Japan's ships. They flash illuminated signs in 
Japanese to press Beijing's argument that it has ancient claims 
to a set of tiny East China Sea islands now controlled by 
Tokyo. China says its craft have tried to chase the Japanese 
away at least once, although Japan denies any of its ships fled. 

The huge uptick in incidents has brought the two sides 
into dangerously close proximity, reflecting a campaign by 
Beijing to wear down Japanese resolve with low-level, non-
military maneuvers but also boosting the risk of a clash. 

Although China wields a formidable arsenal, it has yet to 
deploy military assets in such encounters. Instead, Beijing has 
dispatched ships from government maritime agencies - only 
one of which is armed - to keep a lid on gunfire. Those 
agencies are now receiving added attention, with new ships on 
order and a national call going out for recruits. 

China says ships from its Marine Surveillance service are 
merely defending Chinese sovereignty and protesting illegal 
Japanese control over the uninhabited islands, known as 
Senkaku in Japan and Diaoyu in China. The missions began 
after Japan's government purchased three of the five islands 
from their private Japanese owner in September, enraging a 
Chinese government that saw it as an attempt to boost Japan's 
sovereignty claim. It also sparked violent anti-Japanese 
protests in dozens of Chinese cities. 

China's short term goal has been primarily to force Japan 
to at least acknowledge that the islands are in dispute - 
something it has so far refused to do - but the boost in patrols 
raises the likelihood of a bigger confrontation, said Wang 
Dong, director of the Center for Northeast Asian Strategic 
Studies at Peking University. 

"I'm very concerned about the current situation. The 
possibility of escalation cannot be ruled out," Wang said. 

With emotions running high, any accident or 
miscalculation in these maritime missions could yield 
unexpected outcomes. 

"One side might deploy a naval vessel in a support 
fashion, a move that the other would match," said M. Taylor 
Fravel of the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, who is 
closely following the dispute. 

Japan has made it clear that it intends to meet the Chinese 
challenge in kind. 

Japanese Coast Guard spokesman Yasuhiko Oku said the 
dispute was a factor behind the government's allocation last 
week of 17 billion yen ($212 million) to beef up the Coast 
Guard fleet with seven new patrol ships and three helicopters, 

though he said the new assets are not only for use around the 
islands. 

Oku declined, for national security reasons, to say how 
many ships patrol the islands. But he said the dispute has been 
a "significant draw" on resources. 

Tensions in the region were highlighted by U.S.-Japan 
naval exercises that began Monday at various locations, 
involving some 37,400 Japanese and 10,000 U.S. troops. At 
the same time, Japanese and Chinese diplomats were in 
consultation in the central Chinese city of Wuhan, the 
Japanese Foreign Ministry said. 

China's Foreign Ministry said the exercises were `'not 
conducive to mutual trust in regional security," and urged the 
parties to "do more that helps regional peace and stability." 

Already, the near-constant presence of Chinese ships 
around the disputed islands has stretched the Japanese Coast 
Guard, which pulled out of a recent fleet review to free up 
ships for patrols. That's a victory of sorts for Beijing's vow to 
claim what it calls sacred territory, between Taiwan and 
Japan's Okinawa. Taiwan also claims the islands, which were 
under U.S. administration after World War II before reverting 
to Japanese control in 1972. 

Chinese outrage stems partly from lingering resentment 
over Japan's brutal World War II occupation of much of 
China, feelings that are constantly stoked by China's education 
system and state-controlled media. But control of sea lanes 
and potentially rich undersea minerals are also at play, along 
with China's burning desire for respect as a world power. 

China and Japan have no formal agreement on preventing 
unintended incidents at sea, making it easier for events to spin 
out of control as they did when a Chinese fishing boat rammed 
a Japanese cutter in 2010, leading to a diplomatic standoff and 
anti-Japanese protests in China. 

U.S. Assistant Secretary of State Kurt Campbell said last 
week that the sides need to calm down. "It's incredibly 
important that both countries appreciate what they have built 
and step back from the brink," Campbell said in Washington. 

Chinese craft entered waters near the islands for the third 
consecutive day on Sunday, marking at least the 11th 
incursion in recent weeks. The Japanese Coast Guard has 
described all the incidents as routine without a risk of clashes, 
and said none of its ships have backed down. 

However, the Chinese government said last week that its 
boats had performed "expulsion measures" against Japanese 
ships. 

"Chinese law enforcement vessels have a foothold in the 
waters around Diaoyu and are expanding their activities to 
safeguard Chinese sovereignty," China's stridently 
nationalistic Communist Party tabloid Global Times said last 
Wednesday. It called that a warning to the Philippines, 
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Vietnam and other neighbors to "think twice before they 
provoke China." 

Some scholars say China's apparent strategy to gradually 
erode Japanese control through low-key actions has been 
abetted by a non-committal response from Washington, who 
has said it takes no stance on the islands' sovereignty despite 
recognizing its treaty obligations to back Tokyo in a conflict. 

China uses a similar approach in the South China Sea 
where it has maritime disputes with several other nations. 

Earlier this year, Beijing managed to nudge the 
Philippines out of a disputed shoal by entering a lengthy but 
nonviolent maritime standoff. After both sides stood down, 
China set up barriers with ropes and buoys to block further 
access. Chinese ships have also sought to cut sonar cables and 
otherwise harass ships of the U.S. Navy. 
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10. China Party Fills Top Military Posts 
Promotion of Air-Force General Is Seen as Reflection of Beijing's Ambitions to Challenge U.S. Dominance 
in Asia-Pacific 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 05 NOV 12) ... Jeremy Page 

BEIJING—China's Communist Party concluded a 
generational shake-up of its military top brass Sunday when 
state media announced the appointment of an army general 
and a former air-force commander as vice chairmen of its 
Central Military Commission—the body that controls the 
armed forces. 

Gen. Xu Qiliang is the first air-force general to be given 
the post—a reflection, analysts say, of the escalating 
ambitions and capabilities of China's military, which is rapidly 
developing the air and naval power needed to challenge U.S. 
military dominance in the Asian-Pacific region. 

The promotion of Gen. Xu and army Gen. Fan Changlong 
to the most powerful uniformed posts in the country was 
announced at the conclusion of the final four-day meeting of 
the party's current Central Committee—its top 370 leaders—
according to the state-run Xinhua news agency. 

But Xinhua gave no indication of whether Hu Jintao, the 
current party chief and China's president, would step down 
from his position as chairman of the commission when he and 
other top leaders retire at the conclusion of the 18th 
Communist Party Congress, which begins Thursday. 

Xinhua gave no other clues about the agenda for the 
congress. But it did say the Central Committee approved a 
work report and changes to the party's constitution that are to 
be presented to the congress for final approval and that 
analysts say could set the policy direction for the next decade. 

The party is facing mounting calls from influential voices 
inside China to accelerate economic and political 
liberalization, with the latest such appeal coming over the 
weekend from the son of Hu Yaobang, a reformist party chief 
who was ousted by conservatives in 1987. 

"Reforms cannot be abandoned, promises cannot be 
discarded," wrote Hu Deping in the Saturday edition of the 
Economic Observer, a Chinese-language newspaper. He said 
the party needed in particular to strengthen the rule of law and 
to break up state monopolies. 

Mr. Hu, who has a seat on a consultative body to 
Parliament, is a well-known liberal but is still an influential 
figure in the party because of his ancestry and his personal 
relations with the offspring of other former leaders, including 
Xi Jinping, the man expected to take over as party chief this 
month and as president in March. 

Whether Mr. Xi has the political authority to change the 
status quo will depend to a large extent on whether he has 
control over the armed forces, which have underpinned the 
party's grip on power since the revolution in 1949, analysts 
say. 

Mr. Xi is currently the only civilian vice chairman of the 
12-member Military Commission, but party insiders say he 
may have to wait up to two years to take over from President 
Hu as head of the body, and would have to defer to him during 
that time on defense issues and the appointment of new 
generals. 

The military shuffle comes at a transformational moment 
for China's military, as it seeks to protect China's perceived 
national interests beyond its own shores, even as the U.S. 
responds by bolstering defense ties with Asian countries and 
realigning its forces in the region. 

Gen. Xu, 62 years old, is a former pilot who was 
appointed commander of the air force in 2007 and has long 
advocated enhancing capability to conduct joint operations 
involving the navy, air force and ground troops. 

He is considered close to both President Hu and Jiang 
Zemin, who retired as party chief in 2002 but still has 
considerable political influence and has been playing a key 
role in negotiations over the leadership change, according to 
party insiders and analysts. 

Gen. Fan, 65, is an army general who has commanded the 
eastern Jinan military region since 2004. His appointment as a 
vice chairman surprised some analysts because he was 
promoted over the head of another army general, Chang 
Wanquan, who is already on the Central Military Commission 
and is considered close to President Hu. 

"Gen Fan was supposed to be heading toward retirement," 
said Willy Lam, an expert on Chinese politics and senior 
fellow at the Jamestown Foundation. He said former President 
Jiang and Gen. Xu Caihou, who is due to retire as a Central 
Military Commission vice chairman this month, had insisted 
on Gen. Fan's promotion. "It's unusual for them to pick the 
new vice chairmen so soon," Mr. Lam added. 

The appointments mean that Gen. Fan and Gen. Xu are 
almost certain to be the only military officers promoted to the 
party's Politburo—its top 25 leaders—at the conclusion of the 
Congress, giving them a say in decision-making on domestic 
and foreign-policy issues. 

Gen. Chang is now likely to take over as defense minister, 
a position that normally doesn't come with an automatic seat 
on the Politburo, according to military experts. 

Almost all the remaining seats on the new Central 
Military Commission have now been decided, following the 
promotion of six generals last month to the most important 
military posts. 

Xinhua also said Sunday that the Central Committee had 
endorsed the expulsion from the party of Liu Zhijun, a former 
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railways minister, and Bo Xilai, the onetime party highflier 
whose wife was convicted in August of murdering a British 
businessman. 

Xinhua said Mr. Liu, who was sacked as minister in 
February 2011, was being investigated by judicial authorities 
for alleged offenses including bribe-taking. He hasn't been 
reachable for comment since his removal. 

Mr. Bo has also been handed to the courts to face criminal 
charges after the party leadership accused him in September of 
a string of offenses including bribe-taking and abuse of power 
during the murder investigation of his wife. 

He hasn't been reachable for comment since his removal 
as party chief of the southwestern city of Chongqing in March. 
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11. Noda Seeks Closer Ties With India Amid Isles Row With China 
(ASAHI SHIMBUN 04 NOV 12)) 

Prime Minister Yoshihiko Noda will seek a closer 
security alliance between Japan and India as part of efforts to 
counter China’s sovereignty claims to the Senkaku Islands, 
which would include additional naval exercises between the 
two countries. 

But he will maintain a calm stance over the dispute at 
upcoming international conferences to underscore differences 
from an increasingly vociferous and belligerent China. 

Noda and Indian Prime Minister Manmohan Singh will 
agree to create a bilateral forum of senior officials to discuss 
security in the South China Sea when they meet on Nov. 16, 
sources said. 

The Japanese prime minister will also propose that the 
Maritime Self-Defense Force and the Indian Navy hold joint 
exercises in the Indian Ocean in addition to existing drills 
around Japan, the sources said. 

The initiatives are part of Japan’s strategy to forge closer 
relations with countries wary of China’s maritime expansion, 
the sources said. 

Noda will attend a summit of the Asia-Europe Meeting in 
Laos on Nov. 5-6 and summits related to the Association of 
Southeast Asian Nations in Cambodia from Nov. 18. 

He plans to maintain a calm stance on the Senkaku 
Islands at these meetings. 

“We will respond in a level-headed and rational manner,” 
Noda told The Asahi Shimbun and other media organizations 
on Nov. 2. “If we attach too much importance on the issue 
when leaders of other countries gather, it will not benefit us.” 

Officials said the Senkakus issue has complicated 
historical backgrounds, and it will not be easy to win support 
from other nations simply by emphasizing Japan’s position. 

Japan placed three of the Senkaku Islands, a group of five 
uninhabited islands in the East China Sea, under state 
ownership in September. 

In protest, China, which claims the islands as Diaoyu, 
initially sent government ships into Japanese territorial waters 
near the islands about once a week. 

The number of intrusions has increased since late 
October, and some ships carry electronic signs claiming they 
are operating in Chinese waters. 

A senior Foreign Ministry official said such acts “clearly 
infringe on Japan’s sovereignty.” 

Ministry officials believe that Beijing is trying to force 
Tokyo to acknowledge that a territorial dispute exists between 
the two countries and agree to jointly control the islands. 

In addition, Chinese government ships have entered the 
contiguous zone outside the territorial waters almost daily, 
except for periods with approaching typhoons. 

China has sent mainly Haijian marine surveillance ships 
from the State Oceanic Administration under the Ministry of 
Land and Resources and Yuzheng fishery monitoring ships 
from the Agriculture Ministry’s Fisheries Bureau to the area. 

In a meeting with Norwegian Prime Minister Jens 
Stoltenberg on Nov. 1, Noda said it is important to resolve the 
Senkakus issue based on international law and the rule of law. 

Officials said Noda’s reference to international law is 
designed as a warning to China. 

Yutaka Yokoi, a Foreign Ministry spokesman, said it is 
“not appropriate” for China to claim sovereignty by sending 
government ships into Japanese territorial waters, which he 
described as a forceful means. 

Tokyo hopes to differentiate itself from Beijing by 
behaving calmly. 

“We will fulfill our responsibility in building an 
international order,” Foreign Minister Koichiro Genba said. 

Return to Index 
 

12. Agreement Grants Okinawans Access To U.S. Bases During Emergencies 
(STARS AND STRIPES 05 NOV 12) ... Chiyomi Sumida 

CAMP FOSTER, Okinawa — Some Okinawa residents 
found out Monday that U.S. military bases on the island could 
be lifesavers. 

The Marine Corps and Okinawa communities signed an 
agreement enabling local residents to gain access to two 
Marine installations, MCAS Futenma and Camp Foster, to 
evacuate to higher elevations should a major natural disaster 
occur like the March 11, 2011, earthquake and tsunami that 
devastated northern Japan. 

The two sides have been discussing coordination and 
cooperation since then. 

“Disaster preparedness is everyone’s responsibility,” Maj. 
Gen. Peter Talleri, commanding general of Marine Corps Base 
Camp Smedley D. Butler and deputy commander, Marine 
Corps Bases Japan, said during the signing ceremony at Camp 
Foster. “We strive to be contributing members of the local 
communities in which we live.” 

He said the 9.0-magnitude earthquake changed forever 
how people view military installations and their future in 
Japan. 

While Operation Tomodachi, a rescue and relief operation 
mounted by U.S. Forces in Japan after the disaster, was widely 
welcomed, acceptance of the military presence has been 
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marred on Okinawa by two recent incidents involving 
servicemembers and the controversial deployment of MV-22 
Ospreys, which many residents consider unsafe. 

The agreement affects residents of Chatan and Ginowan, 
where large residential areas and shopping malls are 
concentrated along the waterfront. Mayors of both 
communities praised the agreement. 

“How to make speedy evacuation to higher elevations for 
residents has been the biggest and urgent issue,” Ginowan 
Mayor Atsuhi Sakima said. “I am certain that the agreement 

made today will contribute to protect many lives from 
tsunami.” 

About 60 residents, including children from local daycare 
centers, participated in a disaster drill at Camp Foster on 
Monday morning, entering from the base’s commissary gate. 

“The March 11 disaster made me very nervous,” said 
Fumiko Arakaki, 73, who lives near the popular Araha Beach 
in Chatan after finishing her half-hour evacuation walk with 
her husband, Morishige. “Knowing that we have this 
evacuation route is a great assurance.” 
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AFRICA: 
13. Clashes In Capital Highlight Libya’s Security Challenges 
(WASHINGTON POST 05 NOV 12) ... Abigail Hauslohner 

TRIPOLI, Libya — Gun battles shut down a 
neighborhood of central Tripoli on Sunday, as militias loyal to 
the government battled another militia that they said had gone 
rogue. 

The clashes, which included the exchange of machine-gun 
fire and rocket-propelled grenades, underscored the shakiness 
of Libya’s security even within the confines of the capital, 
where the country’s security forces are headquartered. 

A year after the fall of autocrat Moammar Gaddafi, rebels 
turned-militias continue to dominate the country’s quest for 
security. Libya’s fledgling police force is mostly unarmed and 
lacks training and resources, local officials said. And the 
Libyan army is almost nonexistent; the chief of staff is a lame 
duck, according to Tripoli’s top militia commanders. 

Clashes broke out in Tripoli’s Bab Bin Ghashir 
neighborhood Saturday night after residents said they 
confronted the Support Unit No. 8 militia for allegedly 
abducting and torturing two area residents. 

“The problem is that the revolutionaries still think they’re 
revolutionaries, not employees who march to orders,” said 
Mohamed Abu Shkiwa, an official in the Tripoli Supreme 
Security Committee (SSC), a union of militias that runs most 
of the capital’s security operations and was leading the assault 
on the rogue militia. Shkiwa said the group had been under the 
SSC’s umbrella until commanders revoked its “legitimacy” 
Sunday. 

Bystanders watched Sunday afternoon as government-
allied fighters and police personnel exchanged periodic 
machine-gun fire with the Support Unit No. 8 militia, which 
was holed up in one of the former regime’s intelligence 
headquarters. 

Plainclothes SSC fighters armed with Kalashnikov rifles 
and rocket propelled grenades blocked side streets in the 

neighborhood and paced alongside trucks, radioing 
instructions. 

Shkiwa said his forces knew of three people injured in the 
clashes. Residents said they thought the son of the rogue 
militia commander Mohamed Warfalli had been killed. 

By late afternoon, SSC fighters had set fire to the militia’s 
building and residents reported looting in the area, according 
to the Reuters news agency. 

Meanwhile, the General National Congress, the country’s 
only elected body, carried on with its first session of the week, 
debating plans to inaugurate a new cabinet, seemingly 
oblivious of the clashes about a mile away. 

The absence of a centralized security force and a clear 
chain of command has left Tripoli and other Libyan cities at 
the mercy of their most powerful militias. Most of them claim 
loyalty to the government, but officials in Tripoli have said 
that they have little control over the militias. 

The security vacuum also has hindered national efforts to 
investigate an attack on the U.S. diplomatic mission in 
Benghazi in September that left Ambassador J. Christopher 
Stevens and three other Americans dead. 

In that eastern city, where residents say security 
conditions are markedly worse than in Tripoli, a car bomb 
exploded in front of a police station early Sunday, injuring 
three, according to Reuters. No group asserted responsibility 
for the attack. 

Meanwhile, SSC commanders in Tripoli said their forces 
had not previously gone after rogue militias because they did 
not want to set former revolutionaries against their peers. 

“We feel so sad if we kill any revolutionaries, because 
they are revolutionaries who were with us from the very 
beginning,” said Saad Garsallah, a high-ranking SSC 
commander. 
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HURRICANE SANDY: 
14. U.S. Navy Hits Shores Of Belle Harbor To Help Victims Of Hurricane Sandy 
Several vehicles were unloaded onto the beach from a large landing craft, including two amphibious vehicles 
known as LARCs 
(NEW YORK DAILY NEWS 04 NOV 12) ... Vera Chinese and Erin Durkin 

Navy personnel showed up early Sunday morning to bail 
out flooded homes in Belle Harbor, Queens, in what residents 

said was the first help they’ve gotten from the federal 
government since Superstorm Sandy hit. 
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Several vehicles were unloaded onto the beach from a 
large landing craft, including two amphibious vehicles known 
as LARCs. 

Chief Gary Evans-Murphy of Beach master Unit 2 said 
his crew of 29 would be in the neighborhood all day helping 
dewater homes. 

Their initial orders were to pump out four specific 
housing units, but Evans-Murphy said he would skip 
bureaucratic red tape and help out however they could. 

"I asked permission to go ahead and just help where we 
can, without too much coordination, too much paperwork," he 
said. 

Relieved residents hailed the Navy’s arrival. 
"This is the first sign (of help) and it's a week later," said 

Beach 126th St. Resident Jeanne Duffy, a nurse recruiter. "Oh 
my God, I'm so happy the Navy's here. It's been total 
devastation." 

Some members of the Navy unit grabbed shovels and 
started digging out the wall of sand that landed in front of 
homes, like retired Con Ed worker Marty Lattanzi's house on 
Beach 127th St. 

"If I talk any longer you're going to see tears," Lattanzi 
said. "I'm just so relieved." 
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PERSONNEL: 
15. Get Fit Or Get Out 
Navy seeks culture change as number of failures rise 
(NAVY TIMES 12 NOV 12) ... Joshua Stewart 

Almost 13,000 Sailors could be just a jelly doughnut 
away from getting kicked out of the Navy. 

For Sailors who failed their Physical Fitness Assessment 
twice in their last seven tries, failure on their next test — 
whether for the run, the pushups, the sit-ups or the telltale 
measuring tape — means automatic expulsion. 

Some 8,633 Sailors have been bounced for fitness failures 
since 2007, and the pace of terminations is increasing. 

Due in part to changes put in place last summer, the Navy 
processed 1,549 separations for failed fitness assessments in 
fiscal year 2012 through Aug. 31 — a 40 percent increase over 
the 1,104 kicked out the previous year, and that’s with a 
month left of data to come. 

Some Of The Changes: 

 Sailors no longer get unlimited do-overs. Instead they 
can get one re-test with their commanding officer’s 
approval. 

 High-tenure, unfit Sailors can no longer coast to 
retirement. Sailors with 18 years in must still pass the 
PFA instead of going into a grace period until they 
hit 20 years. 

 Sailors joining new commands no longer get a free 
pass. Instead, they must take the PFA with little 
warning. It means that they could theoretically arrive 
at their new command on a Monday and take the 
PFA on Tuesday. 

Those changes resulted in some 60,000 more Sailors 
taking the PFA between 2008 and 2012 — even though the 
total number of Sailors in uniform declined in that period. 

It’s all part of an effort to put an end to the so-called 
“three mile club” — those who run 1.5 miles just twice a year 
at the semiannual tests — and instead inculcate the force with 
the sense that fitness is part of the job, 24-7, 365 days a year. 

Juan Garcia, assistant Navy secretary for manpower and 
reserve affairs — and a reservist himself — says the goal is to 
make everyone in the fleet accountable for his or her own 
physical readiness, no matter the circumstances. 

Sailors can indeed stay fit even in cramped submarines or 
at austere outposts in the war zone, he said. 

Changing The Culture 

Garcia, a drilling reservist at a volunteer training unit at 
Joint Base Andrews, Md., uses his own career to illustrate how 
much the Navy has changed since he first joined the service 20 
years ago and experienced his first unit physical readiness test 
at his first command. 

”I’ll never forget, the command master chief won the 
run,” he recalled in a Nov. 1 interview. “He lapped everybody; 
he was one of those rabbits. He did the whole thing while 
smoking a cigarette. I thought it was the coolest thing I had 
ever seen.” Not anymore. Today, the Navy tries to discourage 
smoking and expects Sailors to be fit or get out. 

The current shift to tighter standards began in 2005, when 
the Navy started cracking down. It began to kick out Sailors 
for failing PFAs and barred unfit Sailors from taking certain 
jobs, including recruiting, individual augmentee assignments, 
duty in Washington D.C., and overseas duty. 

Soon, so-called “progress waivers” were eliminated, 
requiring Sailors who had slacked off to meet fitness standards 
much faster than before. 

And in 2008 the Navy introduced its first PT uniform, 
intended to send the signal that working out is as much as a 
part of the job as knowing how to use your weapons system. 
Also, E-8 and E-9 advancement lists are searched for Sailors 
who failed the most recent cycle, and before those Sailors can 
promote, they must pass a mock PFA. 

“Again, making it a professional evolution and not a 
gaggle of guys in Led Zeppelin T-shirts,” Garcia said. 

The newest rules are just another part of this evolution, 
Garcia said, pushing Sailors to work out more and requiring 
commands to give them time to hit the gym. 

At the same time, the Navy has increased its internal 
workout programs, offered individual nutritional assistance 
and improved the healthy eating options in ship galleys and 
chow halls. 

Garcia points to today’s master chiefs as proof that the 
fleet has undergone a massive transformation, describing a 
recent meeting of the top command master chiefs in the Navy. 

“I had the chance to talk to them, and one thing was clear: 
the decades-old stereotypes about a crusty master chief with a 
cigarette in one hand and a coffee cup in the other, that’s not 
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what I saw,” Garcia said. “Our senior enlisted look like 
recruiting posters today.” 

Rewarding High Achievers 
While the new rules have led to more failing Sailors — 

13,756 in the second half of fiscal 2011 and 13,256 in the 
most recent cycle, up from the roughly 10,000 who failed 
every other cycle back to 2008 — the focus on fitness could 
pay off for those on the other side of the scale. 

Sailors with excellent physical readiness test scores could 
someday be rewarded for their performance with positive 
marks on their evaluations. 

Chief of Naval Operations Adm. Jon Greenert told a 
virtual all hands gathering in October that he’s receptive to 

documenting solid performances in evaluations and fitness 
reports. 

Adding that as an incentive might not eliminate the fear 
factor for those who perpetually straddle the line on body fat 
measurements or the 1½ mile run, but it could prove a 
motivator for others, and that’s worth talking about, Master 
Chief Petty Officer of the Navy (AW/NAC) Mike Stevens said 
at the same all hands call. 

“We’ve had this discussion before, how we can better 
incentivize it. We’ve talked about it in the past but we really 
haven’t done anything with it,” he said. 

Now might be the time. 
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16. PRT Verdict After Summer Of Tests: No Changes 
(NAVY TIMES 12 NOV 12) ... Joshua Stewart 

The Navy ran 173 Sailors through a nine-exercise 
regimen last summer, collecting reams of data in the search for 
ways to improve the fleet’s physical readiness test. 

The verdict: We’re good with what we’ve got. 
Juan Garcia, assistant Navy secretary for manpower and 

reserve affairs, said Nov. 1 that Navy Personnel Command’s 
beta PRT was a part of an ongoing effort to better evaluate and 
encourage fitness in the service, but that the exercises will not 
become part of a new PRT. 

The fleet’s top admiral said as much a few weeks earlier. 
“The [physical fitness assessment], it’s studied all the 

time, trust me,” Chief of Naval Operations Adm. Jon Greenert 
said Oct. 11 during a virtual all hands call. “Everybody out 
there knows there’s always a rumor that we’re going to do 
something new. But the means by which we measure 
someone’s fitness is acceptable, it’s worthwhile. It’s not 
perfect by any stretch, [but it works] very well.” 

The nine exercises evaluated last summer by Navy and 
University of Memphis researchers included: 

 A leg-hip dynamometer test, where participants stand 
on a platform and pull up on a bar. The dynamometer 
measures leg, hip and back strength. 

 A standing long jump. 

 A Coast Guard cadence pushup, where Sailors start in 
the regular pushup position, go down until their chins 
hit the deck and then return to the up position. They 
must wait one second between repetitions. Women 
were allowed to do the pushup with their knees on 
the ground. 

 A single leg plank, where the participant assumes and 
holds the pushup position, only with one foot lifted 
off the ground. 

 A 300-yard shuttle run, where Sailors dash back and 
forth between the ends of a 25-yard course. 

 A pro-agility test , used by the National Football 
League to evaluate prospects, where Sailors dash 
between cones set up five meters apart, covering a 
25-meter course in about six seconds. 

 A single-leg wall squat, judged on time, where a 
Sailor sits against a wall with one knee bent at a 90-
degree angle and the other leg held straight out. 

 A two-kilometer row, with scores based on weight — 
heavier Sailors would need to row faster. 

 A five-kilometer bike ride on a specially calibrated 
stationary bike, with resistance levels based on 
weight. 

Lukewarm Reception 
Sailors who participated in the beta PRT gave the 

exercises mixed reviews. They thought an improved test could 
emerge from the battery of exercises, but that more work 
would be required. 

Some liked the elimination of sit-ups, saying the exercise 
could hurt their backs. Some were concerned the shuttle runs, 
which require the Sailor to do quick turns, stressed technique 
and athleticism over actual fitness. 

“I know that I can technically run faster than another 
person, but they would do better [in the shuttle runs] because 
they had the technique down,” said Lt. j.g. Andrea Falls, a 
beta tester who works in the career transition office at NPC. 

Also, she said she’s “a bit old school” and didn’t want to 
see the current run go away. 

Cmdr. Michele Day, a surface warfare officer detailer at 
NPC, wasn’t such a traditionalist, saying the rowing and 
cycling exercises were good evaluations of cardio fitness. 
However, Day said, the need to perform the test on specific 
equipment could limit practice time — not a problem when 
preparing for a 1.5-mile run. 

Cmdr. Michael Scott, the branch head for combat systems 
enlisted assignment, said he liked the new exercises that 
stressed functional fitness. 

“I think that what they’re looking for, and this is my 
personal opinion, is exercises that show real-life application,” 
Scott said. “The standing long jump, even though I didn’t like 
it, you’re not going to out and run a mile and a half on a ship 
— it’s going to be a quick burst of energy.” And Lt. 
Christopher Johnson, a flag secretary, said he liked the 
cadence pushups over the ones now in use. He said he can do 
110 regular pushups — well above maximum for his age 
group in the PRT — but the rigid form and set pace made 
them more challenging and, if implemented, would make it 
tougher for people to fudge their scores. 

“That should be in the PRT, in my opinion,” he said. 
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17. U.S. Navy Skipper Fired Over Drunken Misconduct In Russia 
(REUTERS 03 NOV 12) ... Tim Gaynor 

The skipper of a U.S. Navy frigate and three officers were 
fired on Saturday after an investigation found they had 
engaged in drunken behavior and misconduct during a recent 
port visit in Russia, the Navy said. 

Commander Joseph R. Darlak was relieved of command 
of the USS Vandegrift in Guam after an investigation 
determined that several of the ship's officers had been drunk 
and disorderly during a visit to the Russian port of 
Vladivostok in September, a spokeswoman said. 

"The officers demonstrated poor judgment including 
some officers being drunk (and) disorderly, and not adhering 
to established liberty policies," said Commander Tamsen 
Reese, spokeswoman for the Naval Surface Force Pacific. 

The Navy also relieved the ship's executive officer, 
operations officer and chief engineer from their duties "for 
personal conduct and use of alcohol," Reese said. 

The Navy Times reported it was the fleet's first mass 
firing stemming from a liberty port visit since March 2011. 

Darlak and the other three officers were being temporarily 
re-assigned to fleet operations San Diego "pending potential 
other administrative actions," she said. 

The Vandegrift left San Diego in May for a seven-month 
deployment to the western Pacific and docked in Vladivostok 
on September 21 for a visit, during which the misconduct 
occurred. 

Darlak, a 1990 Naval Academy graduate, took command 
of the Vandegrift in Singapore July. He was the ship's 17th 
commanding officer. 
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18. DoD Rethinks Suicide Law 
Decriminalizing ‘self-injury’ could lead more to get help 
(NAVY TIMES 12 NOV 12) ... Andrew Tilghman 

The Pentagon has ordered an internal review of the laws 
that allow commanders to treat attempted suicide as a crime 
under the Uniform Code of Military Justice. 

The official Manual for Courts-Martial may need to be 
changed “as part of our ongoing efforts to be sensitive to and 
address the rising levels of suicide within the military,” 
according to a memo from Jeh Johnson, the Defense 
Department’s general counsel. 

The review comes as the military’s highest court is 
preparing to hear an appeal from a Marine who was court-
martialed in 2010 and convicted of “self-injury” under Article 
134 of the UCMJ, which punishes any offense deemed 
“prejudicial to good order and discipline.” Marine Pvt. 
Lazzaric Caldwell was convicted of slitting his wrist in a 
failed suicide attempt. He was sentenced to 180 days’ 
confinement and a bad conduct discharge. The sentence was 
for the self-injury and two other convictions, participation in a 
theft and possessing synthetic marijuana, records show. 

Suicides among active duty troops have soared in recent 
years, from less than 200 in 2005 to 309 in 2009, and a spike 
this year has put 2012 on track to set a new record high. 

For years, Pentagon officials have tried to reduce the 
stigma of mental health care and encourage troops to seek 
help. Some experts say allowing commanders to prosecute 
bona fide suicide attempts is counterproductive. 

“It means that people are going to feel less likely to go 
seek help,” said Stephen Xenakis, a retired Army psychiatrist 
and brigadier general. “The policy of prosecuting or court 
martialing people for suicide attempts probably backfires.” 
Johnson ordered a Pentagon advisory group known as the 
Joint Service Committee on Military Justice to examine the 
elements of Article 134, which includes “self-injury without 

intent to avoid service,” and also Article 115, or malingering, 
which includes “intentional infliction of self-injury.” The 
group should consult the Pentagon’s mental health experts and 
the suicide prevention office, Johnson wrote in the memo. 

The Manual for Courts Martial does not explicitly state 
that a “genuine attempt at suicide” should be a “factor relevant 
to the consideration of disciplinary action,” according to the 
memo. 

Making changes to the Manual for Courts Martial requires 
approval from Congress and the White House. 

The military also reports that about 800 active duty 
service members survive attempted suicides each year, each 
potentially punishable under the UCMJ. 

But in practice, few commanders consider punitive 
measures. The military justice system is flexible, and 
commanders have wide discretion to consider a service 
member’s mental health in any disciplinary proceedings. 

“There is ample opportunity as the system exists for 
government officials — prosecutors and commanders and 
convening authorities — to discuss whether it was a bona fide 
suicide attempt and to say, ‘We don’t think it’s appropriate to 
prosecute,’“ said John Altenburg Jr., a retired Army judge 
advocate who is in private practice and heads the American 
Bar Association’s Standing Committee on Armed Forces Law. 

Commanders should retain some authority to punish self-
injury when it does not involve a suicide attempt or reflect 
mental health problems, Altenburg said. He recalled a soldier 
who shot himself in the foot just before Operation Desert 
Storm in 1990. 

“In every war, there have been malingering cases,” 
Altenburg said. “It’s the extremes that some people go to so 
they won’t have to participate in combat.” 
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19. Va. Beach-Based SEAL Dies In Afghanistan 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 03 NOV 12) ... Sarah Hutchins 

A Virginia Beach-based Navy SEAL was killed in combat 
in Afghanistan on Thursday, the Department of Defense 
announced Saturday. 

Petty Officer 2nd Class Matthew G. Kantor, 22, died of a 
gunshot wound while supporting stability operations in Zabul. 

Kantor, of Gillette, N.J., was assigned to an East Coast-
based SEAL team out of Joint Expeditionary Base Little Creek 
– Fort Story. 

“We extend our condolences and deepest sympathies to 
the family and friends of this true warrior who has paid the 
ultimate sacrifice in the defense of freedom,” said Capt. 
Robert Smith, Commander, Naval Special Warfare Group 
TWO, in a press release. “Our thoughts and prayers go out to 
the family, friends, and shipmates during this very difficult 
time.” 

Return to Index 
 
 

MARINE CORPS: 
20. Six Marines Killed In Afghanistan Remembered As 'Noble Warriors' 
(LOS ANGELES TIMES 03 NOV 12) ... Tony Perry 

Six Marines from the base at Twentynine Palms, Calif., 
were remembered at a memorial service Friday as "noble 
warriors" who showed "great courage and unwavering resolve 
when they were tested" in combat in Afghanistan. 

The six were assigned to the 1st Battalion, 7th Marine 
Regiment, which recently returned from a seven-month 
deployment to the Sangin area of Afghanistan, long a Taliban 
stronghold. 

Lt. Col. David Bradney, commanding officer of the unit, 
told a gathering on base that the six should be remembered for 
"how they lived and not how they passed. They lived their 
lives with great meaning and purpose." 

The six, killed during combat operations, were: Cpl. 
Taylor Baune, 21, of Coon Rapids, Minn.; Lance Cpl. Curtis 
Duarte, 22, of West Covina; Lance Cpl. Niall Coti-Sears, 23, 
of Washington, D.C.; Lance Cpl. Hunter Hogan, 21, of 
Seymour, Ind.; Lance Cpl. Eugene Mills III, 21, of Silver 
Springs, Md.; and Lance Cpl. Steven Stevens II, 23, of 
Detroit. 

"This ceremony is part of the healing process," Bradney 
said. "We all feel great sorrow and anger, but we are not 
meant to remain wounded." 
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VOTING: 
21. Pentagon Pushed Email Voting For Troops Despite Security Concerns 
(MCCLATCHY NEWSPAPERS 04 NOV 12) ... Greg Gordon 

WASHINGTON — Counties in 31 states are accepting 
tens of thousands of electronic absentee ballots from U.S. 
soldiers and overseas civilians, despite years of warnings from 
experts that Internet voting is easy prey for hackers. 

Some of the states made their technological leaps even 
after word spread of an October 2010 test of an Internet voting 
product in Washington, in which a team of University of 
Michigan computer scientists quickly penetrated the system 
and directed it to play the school’s fight song. The Michigan 
team reported that hackers from China and Iran also were on 
the verge of breaking in. 

Election watchdogs, distraught over what they fear is a 
premature plunge into Internet voting, put most of the blame 
on an obscure Defense Department unit that beckoned state 
officials for 20 years, in letters, legislative testimony and at 
conferences, to consider email voting for more than 1 million 
troops and civilians living abroad. 

The Pentagon’s Federal Voting Assistance Program 
persisted in its below-the-radar pitch even after Congress 
refused to endorse any form of Internet-related voting, 
delegating that responsibility largely to the National Institute 
of Standards and Technology in 2005. Seven years later, the 
national institute still says more research is needed. 

Congress balked after Deputy Defense Secretary Paul 
Wolfowitz scrapped a live demonstration planned for the 2004 
presidential election because of security concerns. 

Election officials from Mississippi to Washington state 
who’ve embraced email and fax voting say that it’s worth a 
small risk to protect troops’ voting rights, and that hackers 
also could attack other types of electronic voting widely used 
at U.S. polling places, such as digital and optical scanners. 

But most states have begun requiring verifiable paper 
trails for those systems, an option that is difficult to 
incorporate in Internet voting, and which compromises 
privacy. 

It’s unclear to what degree the tiny Pentagon program 
influenced states to pass a flurry of laws permitting Internet-
related voting, but the Federal Voting Assistance Program and 
its recently departed chief, Robert Carey, are drawing fire for 
allegedly overstepping their mission. 

David Jefferson, a computer scientist at California’s 
Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory — who calls email 
and fax transmission “by far the most dangerous forms of 
voting ever implemented in the U.S.” — said the Pentagon 
program’s and Carey’s advocacy “have done grave damage to 
U.S. national security, and it will be very difficult to undo it.” 

Jefferson, who doesn’t work on ballot security issues at 
Lawrence Livermore but has studied them for a decade and is 
on the board of the Verified Voting Foundation, an election 
watchdog group, said that partisan, criminal or foreign hackers 
could alter emailed or faxed votes in several ways. 
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For example, he said, they could intercept ballots as they 
hop from server to server and — without detection — 
transform losers into winners. Or “malware” could sit silently 
on a voter’s computer until he sends his ballot, which it could 
instantly divert to the malware designer for modification 
before it reaches election officials. 

Suzannah Goodman, director of government watchdog 
Common Cause’s voting integrity project, said the Federal 
Voting Assistance Program leadership’s advocacy was 
“irresponsible,” given the security warnings. 

“State lawmakers and election officials trusted FVAP, 
thinking that the Department of Defense wouldn’t support 
online voting for the troops if it wasn’t secure,” she said. 

Carey, a former Navy pilot and Senate Republican aide 
who became something of a crusader for upgrading the 
military’s “1950s-style, paper-and-pen” voting during his 
three-year tenure that ended in July, rejected the criticism. 

“I don’t believe that I was an evangelist for the electronic 
return of the voted ballot,” he said. “I was not going to stand 
in the way of election jurisdictions who wanted to pursue full 
Internet voting on their own authority.” 

He called Jefferson a zealot who wants no zero risks in 
electronic voting but “ignores the fact that 200,000 to 250,000 
military voters are unable to successfully cast their ballots,” a 
reference to what the military turnout would be if it matched 
that of other voters. 

But Carey’s successor, acting Federal Voting Assistance 
Program chief Pamela Mitchell, said her office is “not 
advocating for or against Internet voting” of any kind. 

The Pentagon program’s prodding wasn’t the only 
pressure exerted on state officials, who have wide latitude to 
set voting procedures. Military groups have long lobbied them 
to provide redress for the disenfranchisement of military and 
overseas voters, especially those in combat zones who’ve had 
a hard time getting paper ballots in on time. In the 2008 
presidential election, 35 percent of military and overseas 
civilians’ votes were nullified because they arrived flawed or 
too late. 

More than 60 percent of the states have gone high-tech. 
Last month, Alaska joined Arizona as states that have 

invited all registered voters to mark and send ballots via online 
systems that vendors say are secure. North Dakota provides an 
Internet portal, as well as email and fax options, for military 
and overseas voters. 

Twenty-eight other states, including at least four 
presidential campaign swing states, are permitting service 
members and overseas civilians to vote either via fax, e-fax or 
email, at least under some circumstances, according to a study 
last summer by Common Cause and the Verified Voting 
Foundation. 

If e-voting increases participation by troops or far-flung 
civilians on Tuesday, the added votes could be pivotal. 

Among presidential swing states, Colorado now allows 
these voters to email ballots if mail is unavailable, Florida 
permits them to fax ballots, Iowa accepts emailed or faxed 
ballots from those in “imminent danger” and Nevada allows 
email or faxes from those who attest to their voting eligibility 
under penalty of perjury. 

The controversy over the Federal Voting Assistance 
Program’s role largely surrounds allegations that it ran an end 
run around Congress. 

In passing the Military and Overseas Voter Empowerment 
Act in 2009 to address continuing obstacles to voting by those 
groups, Congress directed states to offer blank, electronic 
ballots to troops and foreign-based civilians 45 days before 
Election Day. In the three years since, the Pentagon program 
has paid more than $27 million to help states and counties 
comply. 

The law only authorized electronic voting in pilot 
projects, but it could not preclude states from approving email 
or fax transmission over private email accounts or wires not 
funded by the Federal Voting Assistance Program. 

A congressional aide familiar with the matter but not 
authorized to speak for the record said it’s obvious that 
Congress’ intent was to discourage widespread electronic 
voting until security improves. 

Hackers have penetrated the National Security Agency, 
Microsoft, Google and Yahoo, the aide said, so why wouldn’t 
they be able to manipulate emailed votes arriving in county 
clerks’ computers in Cuyahoga County, Ohio, or Miami-Dade 
County in Florida? 

In a written statement, the Federal Voting Assistance 
Program said it urged states to explore email voting from 1990 
until 2009 (the year the law was passed) “to allow them to cast 
a ballot when they would not otherwise have been able to 
vote.” 

But Carey said that he didn’t stop doing so until mid 2010 
when he “came to realize that email and fax were actually far 
less secure than many of the electronic voting systems that are 
out there now,” and that Internet voting is still several years 
away. 

Before the 2010 elections, Carey’s office asked Congress 
for $1.7 million to buy electronic voting systems for at least 
16 states — systems that would deliver blank ballots but stop 
at “the online marking of a ballot.” 

The systems for 13 or more states contained full Internet 
voting capability — an option that Carey highlighted in a 
presentation prepared for state election officials. Apparently, 
no recipient of a federal system elected to use it that way. 
Alaska and Arizona used other money to finance their online 
systems. 

When Carey’s program disbursed $24.4 million in grants 
to states and counties for this election cycle, it explicitly 
prohibited their use to transmit marked ballots. 

Chief election officers or their surrogates in Mississippi, 
Washington, West Virginia and Utah, all states that got 
funding from the Pentagon program, said t they are allowing 
email or fax voting, but not with the Pentagon money. 

Mississippi Republican Delbert Hosemann was among 
five secretaries of state whom the Pentagon flew in 2008 to 
Afghanistan, Iraq and Kuwait, where they asked troops about 
their voting concerns. 

In a phone interview, Hosemann said he concluded that 
the “minute opportunity” for hacking was outweighed by the 
desire of “the people who are standing on the sand dunes” to 
vote electronically. 

Carey’s assertion that the Federal Voting Assistance 
Program stopped pitching email and fax voting in 2010 
appears to conflict with what occurred in Washington state last 
year. 

When legislation to allow email and fax voting arose in 
the state legislature, the Pentagon “liked (it) so much that they 
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actually had somebody show up and testify for it, without us 
even asking,” the state’s Republican secretary of state, Sam 
Reed, said in a phone interview. 

Gary Bartlett, executive director of North Carolina’s 
Board of Elections, said passage of his state’s similar measure 
was a foregone conclusion in 2010, but a Pentagon liaison 
appeared anyway “to thank everybody, to encourage it and to 
see it all the way through the North Carolina House and 
Senate.” 

If the liaisons encouraged email voting legislation, Carey 
said, “it was contrary to the guidance we gave them.” 

However, in a letter to Reed early last year, he urged “the 
expanded use of email and online transmission for all election 
materials throughout the entire absentee voting process.” 

The Federal Voting Assistance Program’s machinations 
have caught the attention of at least one senior member of the 
Senate Armed Services Committee. Republican Sen. John 
Cornyn of Texas said “federal agencies skirting the 
implementation of laws is always a concern for taxpayers, 
which is why Congress must be vigilant in its oversight 
duties.” 

Return to Index 
 
 

USS ENTERPRISE: 
22. USS Enterprise Completes Its Final Voyage 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 04 NOV 12) ... Brock Vergakis 

ABOARD THE USS ENTERPRISE -- The world's first 
nuclear-powered aircraft carrier ended its remarkable career at 
sea on Sunday when it pulled into its home port for the final 
time after participating in every major conflict since the Cuban 
Missile Crisis of 1962. 

The USS Enterprise began shutting down its eight nuclear 
reactors almost as soon as it arrived at its pier at Naval Station 
Norfolk in Virginia, where thousands of cheering family 
members and friends welcomed the ship home from its 25th 
and final deployment after nearly eight months at sea. The 
ship will never move on its own power again and will 
eventually be scrapped in Washington state, making its final 
voyage a sentimental one for those who have sailed aboard 
"The Big E." 

Copies of the ship's daily newspaper, "The Shuttle," were 
in short supply as Sailors looked for memorabilia to take with 
them. Countless personal photos were taken by Sailors 
throughout the ship as it approached shore. 

"It's exceptionally emotional and exceptionally 
satisfying," Rear Adm. Ted Carter, commander of the 
Enterprise Strike Group, said as Naval Station Norfolk came 
into view and his Sailors manned the rails. 

However, Carter is the first to say that the Enterprise's 
final deployment was anything but a sentimental victory lap. 
The ships' fighter planes flew more than 2,200 combat sorties 
and dropped 56 bombs in Afghanistan while supporting U.S. 
and international ground troops. In a show of force to Iran, the 
ship also passed through the strategic Strait of Hormuz 10 
times, a figure that Carter said is more than double the typical 
amount. 

The Enterprise has been a frequent traveler to the Middle 
East over its career. It was the first nuclear-powered carrier to 
transit through the Suez Canal in 1986, and it was the first 
carrier to respond following the Sept. 11 attacks, changing 
course overnight to head to the Arabian Sea. 

An entire room on the ship serves as a museum to its 
history, which includes a large photo of the burning Twin 
Towers placed in a timeline that wraps around a wall. 

The Navy will officially deactivate the Enterprise on Dec. 
1, but it will take several more years for it to be 
decommissioned as its reactors are taken out. About 15,000 
people are expected to attend the deactivation ceremony, 

which will be its last public ceremony after several days of 
tours for former crew members. 

Those who have served on the ship have a unique 
camaraderie. It is the second-oldest ship in the Navy after the 
USS Constitution, and its age has frequently shown. Sailors 
who work on the Enterprise have a saying: "There's tough, 
then there's Enterprise tough." 

Things frequently break down, and spare parts for a ship 
that's the only one in its class aren't made anymore. 

"She's just old, so you got to work around her," said Petty 
Officer 2nd Class Danielle Almaraz, an electronic technician. 
"We have to make our own parts sometimes because it just 
doesn't exist." 

Those deployed on the Enterprise knew life wouldn't be 
easy at sea, a fact highlighted last year when former 
commanding officer Capt. Owen Honors was fired for airing 
raunchy videos that he said were intended to boost morale. 
During a hearing in which Honors was trying to avoid being 
kicked out of the Navy, he and his lawyers frequently 
referenced the difficult conditions on board. Honors was found 
to have committed misconduct, but ultimately allowed to stay 
in the service. He is retiring in April. 

Some of the ship's original crewmembers from 51 years 
ago - known as plank owners - were among the 1,500 civilians 
who joined the Enterprise for its last two days at sea, known as 
a Tiger Cruise. 

"This is the end of an era that I helped start, so I was just 
honored that the captain invited me on board. There's no way 
I'd turn that down," said original crew member Ray Godfrey 
of Colorado Springs, Colo. 

The aircraft carrier is the eighth U.S. ship to bear the 
name Enterprise, with the first one being confiscated from the 
British by Benedict Arnold in 1775. Current Sailors and 
alumni like Godfrey are lobbying to have a future carrier also 
named Enterprise. The ship's crew created a time capsule to be 
passed along to each Navy secretary until a new ship carries 
its name. 

Other memorabilia on the ship, such as a pair of black 
fuzzy dice that hang in the ship's tower that were donated by 
the film crew of the 1986 Hollywood blockbuster movie "Top 
Gun," will be stored by the Naval History and Heritage 
Command. 
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23. Enterprise, Intent On Getting Home, Sails Into History 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 04 NOV 12) ... Mike Hixenbaugh 

ABOARD THE ENTERPRISE -- Matthew Enos locked 
up the first time he flew off the deck of the aircraft carrier 
Enterprise as a fledgling fighter pilot. The force of his first-
ever catapult launch shocked him, flattening him against the 
seat of his F/A-18 Super Hornet. 

“I balled up so hard, I couldn’t lift my arms to reach the 
controls,” a more grizzled Enos said Saturday. 

Eight years after that practice flight, the boy who grew up 
watching fighter jets buzz over his home in Virginia Beach 
became one of the last men to fly off the world’s first nuclear-
powered aircraft carrier. 

The Enterprise returned to Norfolk Naval Station this 
morning after its 25th and final deployment – an eight-month 
journey that included stints in the Gulf of Aden and the North 
Arabian Sea. The last of the ship’s air wing blasted off the 
deck Saturday and returned to Oceana Naval Air Station in 
Virginia Beach, to cheering loved ones. 

Lt. Cmdr. Enos’ unit, the Red Rippers of Strike Fighter 
Squadron 11 – the first squadron to fly off the Enterprise some 
51 years ago – was the last to depart. Members of the flight 
deck crew and family who joined the ship in Jacksonville, 
Fla., for the last leg of the voyage crowded along the runway 
to snap photos of the final launch. 

“I’m not thinking about the historic significance right 
now,” Enos said minutes before suiting up and climbing into 
the cockpit. “Right now I’m thinking about getting home to 
my wife and daughter. I’m sure it’ll hit me after about a week 
or so.” 

That sentiment was prevalent as the ship steamed along 
the East Coast toward Norfolk. Sailors expressed pride in 
being part of the ship’s final crew but said they were more 
focused on getting home. 

To make it there on time, the ship sailed south before 
crossing the Atlantic last week to avoid Hurricane Sandy, but 
still encountered rough seas in the wake of the massive storm 
system. 

The hulking ship steamed at 30 knots while bobbing up 
and down through the water. More than 40 seasick Sailors 
sought care in the ship’s medical department as water crashed 
over the bow, mangling steel safety railings and leaving fish 
flopping on the flight deck. 

Below decks, Sailors scrambled to push water out of the 
fo’c’sle, a large compartment at the bow that houses the ship’s 

anchoring gear. Saltwater blasted through housing for the 
ship’s anchor chains with a force so strong, the chains, each 
link weighing 360 pounds, rippled through the room like 
strings dangling in the wind, witnesses said. 

Members of the deck crew grabbed buckets and bailed 
knee-high water out through portholes and used brooms to 
push water toward overwhelmed drains. The rush of water 
knocked Sailors off their feet, shoving them across the room. 
One engineer lost his front teeth; another was knocked out and 
needed stitches across his chin after a blast of seawater 
slammed him against a steel winch. 

“I’ve never seen water coming up that high on a ship,” 
said Petty Officer 2nd Class Gregory Posey, one of the first 
Sailors to respond to the scene. “That was far more intense 
than anything I’ve ever seen.” 

On a ship so old that machinists have to make most of its 
replacement parts from bulk metal, Sailors found a creative 
way to slow the surge: They crammed mattresses into the 
housing pipes, and then used metal shoring to hold steel 
covers in place. 

Petty Officer 3rd Class Tim Albiniano was one of the 
engineers who worked to stop the onslaught. He was 
repeatedly knocked off his feet, he said, and at one point 
helped carry a banged-up crew member from the scene. 

“I’m glad we didn’t wait a day or two for calmer seas,” 
said Albiniano, who was looking forward to meeting his 5-
month-old son when the ship docks this morning. “I just want 
to get home.” 

“Eternal Father, Strong to Save” echoed through the 
fo’c’sle (pronounced FOKE-sul) a few days after water filled 
the cavernous room, a regular gathering place during 
deployments. The saltwater had damaged sound equipment 
stored there, so Sailors sang the unofficial Navy hymn a 
cappella. 

Cmdr. John Owen, the command chaplain, thanked those 
who attended the unconventional interfaith service, the final 
religious ceremony in the ship’s long life. 

The Protestants, Catholics, Muslims, Mormons and Jews 
who gathered in the room were there “celebrating one thing 
that we all have in common,” Owen said. “Gratitude for 50 
years of service by the men and women who have brought 
USS Enterprise to life and made it the most legendary ship in 
the Navy.” 
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SURFACE FLEET: 
24. With Collision On Many Minds, Porter Makes Return 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 05 NOV 12) ... Dianna Cahn 

NORFOLK -- Chief Petty Officer Steven Tanner's family 
wore bright orange T-shirts to welcome him home on Sunday, 
bearing the message "We Survived Cruise 2012" with a line 
drawing of his ship, the Porter. 

On another pier Sunday, where two other ships in the 
Enterprise strike group, the Nitze and the James E. Williams, 
came home, the message would have blended right in among 
other family members anxious to see loved ones gone for 
months on end. 

But the Porter went through a hair-raising ordeal in the 
waters of the Middle East when it collided with an oil tanker 
on Aug. 12. The impact ripped a gaping hole in the Porter's 
right 

side that incapacitated the guided missile destroyer for 
seven weeks. 

Tanner is a damage control chief on the Porter, and was in 
charge of its critical care during the precarious hours 
following the collision. The ship was badly damaged and had 
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water coming in, but it made it safely to shore for repairs and 
no one on board was injured. 

For the families back home, there were a few terrifying 
hours. 

"It wasn't as scary as it could have been because the 
communication with the families was really good," said 
Tanner's wife, Danielle. "The ship was really good. They let 
them use the ship's cell phones so we could hear their voices. I 
know it made me feel better." 

The early hours were tough on the crew as well. 
The ship was just outside the Strait of Hormuz, a narrow, 

crowded waterway at the mouth of the Persian Gulf near Iran, 
when the collision occurred. 

Wires and pipes were ripped and the ship rolled 27 
degrees before stabilizing. 

Lt. j.g. Shaun Geary, damage control assistant, was 
sleeping when the jolt just about knocked him out of his bed. 

From that point on, he said, the damage control team was 
engrossed in just trying to get safely back into port in the 
United Arab Emirates. The ship had a big hole and was taking 
on water. 

"The biggest concern was getting the water out," he said. 
"From the time of the accident until we came to shore, it had 
just been all hands on deck." 

But crew members coming off the Porter and their 
families waiting to greet them Sunday said this was what they 
trained for, and they did their jobs well. 

"This is really a special homecoming because they've 
been through a lot," said Sherri Stubbs,whose daughter Jenna 
is a sonar technician on the Porter. 

"The teamwork that really came together not only on that 
night but during the seven or eight weeks and then to get the 
ship home - I think it speaks volumes about the quality of 
theSailors on board this ship," said Cmdr. Dave Richardson, 
who took over as the ship's skipper after the Navy removed 
Cmdr. Martin Arriola from command during the Porter's 
repair. 

For some, the fear of those first few hours is difficult to 
erase. 

D'Angelo Jenkins, who has been alone in caring for 3-
year-old daughter Tatiana while his wife Chanel was deployed 
on the Porter, said he was beside himself when he heard the 
news. 

"I was panicking, I didn't know what was going on," he 
said. "I just started calling everyone. It was crazy until I heard 
from her. She finally called me." 

Chief Petty Officer Jammey Antoine said the crash was 
frightening, but the crew's training kicked in and everyone 
stayed focused. 

"Pretty much we all kind of helped each other out," he 
said. "Emotions were high but we leaned on each other to do 
what we had to do. We are just thankful." 

After the collision, the Porter spent seven weeks at the 
Jebel Ali port in Dubai where it underwent what the Navy is 
describing as the most extensive voyage repair in the Navy's 
history. 

One admiral estimated last month that the Porter's repairs 
cost $700,000. But the Navy is now saying it does not have 
specific figures available and there are indications that the 
costs were more extensive. 

For Danielle Tanner, whose husband has been in the Navy 
for 17 years, what made his fourth deployment harder than all 
the others was not the collision - "It goes along with the 
territory; that's their job" - but the length of the time he was 
away. 

The deployment lasted more than seven months and the 
family was waiting for news of its homecoming. The couple's 
10-year-old son kept a calendar by his bed and counted down 
the days and the hours until his father would be home. 

"It was a little longer than a regular deployment," Tanner 
said. "The last month was so trying. I was ready for them to be 
home and when it got to the supposed-to-be point, I felt like I 
can't wait another minute." 
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TECHNOLOGY: 
25. In Test, Missiles Launched From Unmanned Boat Hit Target 
(NAVY TIMES 12 NOV 12) ... Sam Fellman 

The vision: boat drones that terrify enemies with their 
bow-loaded missile battery. 

The Navy took one step closer to realizing that goal Oct. 
24, when weaponeers fired six Spike missiles from an 
unmanned small boat in a first-ever test at the Patuxent River 
range in Maryland. 

Operators fired missiles at tank-sized floating targets, 
scoring four hits and proving the system’s merits as the 
service develops drone boats it hopes will augment missions 
from sub-hunting to harbor defense. 

The goal of the demonstration was to remotely fire the 
missile from the experimental 11-meter small boat and to get 
it to lock onto the target before and after launch, said one 
Naval Sea Systems Command official overseeing the test in a 
Nov. 1 interview. 

“We met all of those objectives,” said Mark Moses, 
assistant program manager for Naval Special Warfare 

programs at NAVSEA, who dubbed the $3 million 
demonstration a success. 

Testers chose the Spike missile, a system used by many 
NATO nations that features an anti-tank missile equipped with 
a camera that can be steered to the target via an ultra-thin 
cable. 

“Once you lock onto the target and you fire the missile, 
you can actually update the flight of the missile towards 
whatever aspect of the target you want hit,” explained retired 
Cmdr. David Jardot, the unmanned surface vessel program 
manager at the Naval Undersea Warfare Center in Newport, 
R.I. 

“Let’s say it’s a ship and you’ve locked onto the engine 
room,” Jardot said. “Well, if you want to hit the bridge, you 
swing the missile over to the bridge section … and put it right 
through the bridge window.” The missiles did well. Officials 
said each of the four strikes hit the center of the target at the 
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demonstration, whose results were first reported by Wired’s 
Danger Room blog. 

Wanted: Good Gamers 
So, who’s the ideal shooter? 
“We find our best operators are usually 19- to 21-year-

olds that are used to, and good at, playing video games, 
because a lot of our work is behind a computer using a 
gamepad or a joystick,” Jardot said. “We find people who are 
used to video games are more attuned to working these 
systems.” No active-duty Sailors were involved in the October 
exercise. A 2006 test did involve Sailors — namely sonar 
technicians and operations specialists — remotely firing .50-
caliber machine guns, Jardot recalled. 

The recent demo proved that drone boats can fire missiles, 
but where the technology goes from here is unclear. No more 
tests are scheduled, and there is no more R&D money 
earmarked for the program. 

But officials saw a lot of potential in this system, which 
removes Sailors from potentially dangerous encounters in 
small, lightly armed rigid hull inflatable boats. It also enables 
operators to kill targets much farther away than they would 
have to be with a machine gun. 

“This is a four-kilometer missile,” Moses said. “So if you 
can identify the target at four kilometers and you can take him 
out before he even knows you’re there, that adds a significant 
capability.” 
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AVIATION: 
26. The Next $1 Trillion Market: F-35 Sustainment Work 
Pentagon Hopes Competition Will Lower Costs 
(DEFENSE NEWS 04 NOV 12) ... Aaron Mehta and Marcus Weisgerber 

With the Pentagon set to purchase fewer large platforms 
in the coming decades, defense companies are positioning 
themselves for the next best thing: the repair and upkeep of 
existing military equipment, a business that could be worth 
trillions of dollars. 

That shift will be on full display starting Nov. 14, when 
more than 100 defense firms will descend on Washington for 
an industry day focusing on sustainment of the multinational 
F-35 Joint Strike Fighter program. Sustainment of the aircraft 
is projected to cost more than $1 trillion over the next 50 
years, and the companies will be scoping how to snap up their 
piece of the JSF sustainment pie. 

The JSF program office (JPO) in Arlington, Va., will host 
the sustainment-themed industry event, with the hope of 
creating more competition to drive down costs. 

“We want to reduce F-35 life-cycle costs by injecting 
competition into the program,” said JPO spokesman Joe 
DellaVedova. “Our goal is to maintain a performance-based 
logistics strategy, where products and services are delivered 
on time and at, or below, costs.” 

Companies are scheduled to hear presentations from 
program leadership on the first day of the meetings, followed 
by a series of 20-minute “one-on-one” sessions. DellaVedova 
said the meetings, which will be constrained to small groups, 
were so popular that the JPO had to add a third day to 
accommodate everyone. 

The $1 trillion F-35 sustainment estimate has caused 
sticker shock among U.S. and foreign lawmakers, prompting 
program officials to look for every possible way to lower the 
costs. Robust competition for sustainment is one way F-35 
officials believe they can reduce spending. 

This month’s meeting with companies is an early step 
toward developing a long-term sustainment plan. The event 
will have four main focus areas: supply chain management, 
such as warehouse concepts and shipping containers; 
simulation training services, such as infrastructure for training 
centers and simulators; support equipment; and the Autonomic 
Logistics Information System (ALIS), a comprehensive 
software-intensive system designed to manage maintenance 
and spare parts. 

The F-35 program office released the names of companies 
participating and their areas of interest on a federal contracting 
website. 

Most companies listed multiple areas, with 43 companies 
expressing an interest in supply chain management, 38 in 
support equipment, 31 in training and simulation, and 41 in 
ALIS. 

An industry source said the goal of the event is to “listen 
and learn” from the program office in the hope that 
information will aid in future contracts for JSF sustainment. 

In addition to companies, representatives from the eight 
JSF partner nations have been invited to attend the open 
briefing. Partners can also set up a 20-minute time slot, but so 
far only the government of Australia has signed up to 
participate. 

The industry event is closed to the public, and only 
companies that have been accepted as participants will be 
allowed to attend. 

The meeting was announced in late September, shortly 
after Air Force Maj. Gen. Christopher Bogdan, the F-35 
deputy program manager, suggested that competition and 
performing sustainment work within the military might help 
lower cost estimates for the program. Bogdan has been 
nominated to succeed Vice Adm. David Venlet as head of the 
F-35 program. 

DellaVedova said “introducing competition to the 
program office has always been part of the plan. 

“This doesn’t move us away from the baseline 
sustainment strategy,” he added. 

The program office has already taken steps to create 
competition, awarding BAE Systems a contract to develop an 
alternative design for the high-tech helmet necessary to 
employ the advanced combat features of the F-35. 

BAE will be well-represented at the industry event, 
having reserved five time slots for presentations — the most 
of any participant. Spokeswoman Kristin Gossel confirmed 
the company’s presence but said the details about who would 
be presenting and what coordination there would be among the 
company units was still being discussed. 
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Representatives from Lockheed Martin, the primary 
contractor on the F-35, also will attend. 

“While we won’t deliver a formal presentation, we will 
participate in industry day and are supporting the JPO’s efforts 
to find opportunities to reduce F-35 sustainment costs,” 
Lockheed spokesman Michael Rein wrote in an email. 

Suggestions Welcome 
Just as companies hope to gather information from the 

event for future contracts, the program office hopes to collect 
ideas on how to move forward with its acquisition and 
sustainment strategy. 

There are no plans for a follow-up industry event, but 
DellaVedova said he could envision one. 

The sustainment plan for the F-35 is still in the 
“preliminary” stages, according to Rebecca Grant, president of 
the IRIS research group, which is not unusual for a project that 
has produced only a handful of jets to date. What is unusual, 
she said, is seeing the focus on sustainment this early in the 
project, before a significant number of hours have been flown 
on the aircraft. 

Projecting plans and costs for the F-35 based on the data 
available now is “like looking at a kindergartner and asking 
how he’ll do at college,” Grant said. 

A December 2010 Defense Department report put the 
sustainment cost for the U.S. F-35 fleet at $1.1 trillion, a 
number said to cover all costs for the roughly 2,500 fighters 
over 50 years. 

Grant, like other experts, questions that figure. 

“To think you can accurately project a number that far is a 
little silly,” she said. 

While the trillion-dollar price tag is eye-catching, Grant 
believes the cost of the jet will come down as more planes are 
built and that the costs will eventually be on par with the F-
16s — one of the fighters it will replace — over the 50-year 
period. 

Fierce competition is also expected for U.S. and 
international F-16 modifications and upgrades in the coming 
years. Over the past year, companies have competed for F-16 
sustainment contracts in South Korea and Taiwan, with BAE 
winning the former and Lockheed winning the latter contest. 

Combined, those contracts are worth nearly $3 billion. 
The U.S. Air Force plans to upgrade 300 F-16s in the coming 
years, piquing the interest of many companies. 

The F-35 will replace four aircraft variants across the Air 
Force, Navy and Marine Corps. 

The Air Force will replace its A-10 attack jets and F-16s, 
the Navy its older F/A-18 Hornet strike fighters and the 
Marine Corps its AV-8B Harrier jump jets. 

The Pentagon handles sustainment of these aircraft 
differently. In most cases, the government has allowed the 
original equipment manufacturer (OEM) — or the company 
that acquired the OEM — to perform some sort of sustainment 
work. The military also does some sustainment work at 
logistics centers. 

In the case of the A-10, three companies — Lockheed, 
Boeing and Northrop Grumman — each compete for 
incremental upgrade work. 
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CONGRESS / BUDGET: 
27. Navy, Contractors Have Much To Lose If Automatic Cuts Kick In 
(KITSAP (WA) SUN 04 NOV 12) ... Ed Friedrich 

BREMERTON — The Navy stands to lose $12 billion 
next year in across-the-board cuts if Congress can't agree to a 
deficit-reduction plan by the end of the year. 

Adm. Mark Ferguson, vice chief of naval operations, 
wrote Sept. 23 that the reductions, through a mechanism called 
sequestration, would mean fewer flying hours for Navy 
aircrews, fewer training days for ships and submarines, and 
less fleet maintenance. 

"Potential cuts or reductions beyond those already taken 
in this year's proposed budget will result over time in a smaller 
force with less presence, longer response times and reduced 
ability to provide surge forces in support of our major war 
plans and other emergent needs," Ferguson, the second 
highest-ranking officer in the Navy, wrote in a blog post 
summarizing remarks he made before the House Armed 
Services Committee. 

Ferguson said there would be "difficult choices" regarding 
fleet maintenance, ship purchases and base support services. 

The Department of Defense will lose $487 billion over 
the next 10 years as part of the Budget Control Act of 2011 
that seeks to harness a $17 trillion national debt. Sequestration 
would add $500 million on top of the $487 billion. 

Sequestration was never meant to be implemented. It was 
intended to scare the congressional Joint Select Committee on 
Deficit Reduction into proposing how to reduce the deficit by 

$1.2 trillion, but the Republicans and Democrats couldn't 
reach a compromise. 

The president was required to submit a report to Congress 
on potential sequestration cuts. The White House Office of 
Management and Budget released the report Sept. 14. It breaks 
down what accounts are exempt and nonexempt, and estimates 
required funding reductions. 

Sequestration would result in a 9.4 percent reduction in 
defense funding, the report says. The president specifically 
exempted veterans and personnel accounts from cuts. 

"The report leaves no question that the sequestration 
would be deeply destructive to national security," it reads. 

"While the Department of Defense would be able to shift 
funds to ensure war fighting and critical military readiness 
capabilities were not degraded, sequestration would result in a 
reduction in readiness of many nondeployed units, delays in 
investments in new equipment and facilities, cutbacks in 
equipment repairs, declines in military research and 
development efforts, and reductions in base services for 
military families," the report states. 

The Navy's largest sequestration cuts in fiscal year 2013 
would be $4.3 billion for operations and maintenance, $2.2 
billion to buy aircraft, $2.1 billion to build ships and $1.8 
billion for research and development. 

Total military cuts next year would be $54.7 billion, 
according to the 394-page report. 
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Many, including the military, which hasn't begun 
planning for the cuts, don't believe sequestration will happen. 
President Barack Obama said in a presidential debate that it 
won't. The OMG instructed agencies in July to continue 
normal spending and operations. But Congress, which is on a 
seven-week break for the November elections, won't be 
returning to work until the week of Nov. 10 and will have only 
a short time to reach a deal before the end of the year. 

Ferguson, the vice chief, said Oct. 22 that the Navy will 
start planning for across-the-board sequestration cuts in late 
November or early December if Congress hasn't acted. They 
would go into effect on Jan. 2. Spending will continue 
normally until then, at which time cuts would hit each account 
evenly. He said there's little planning that can be done. 

Mary Anne Mascianica, spokeswoman for Puget Sound 
Naval Shipyard and Intermediate Maintenance Facility, said 
the command hasn't received any guidance from headquarters 
about dealing with sequestration. Neither has Navy Region 
Northwest, said spokesman Sean Hughes. 

"We're all working to the budgets we know," he said. 
"They've been established for fiscal year '13 and we're looking 
at '14 as we understand it now." 

U.S. Rep. Norm Dicks, D-Belfair, said he's going to stop 
sequestration if it's the last thing he does, in Washington, D.C. 
He's retiring at the end of the year after 36 years in the job. 

"This is kind of my last hurrah," he said. "I'm doing 
everything I can to try to work with Democrats and 
Republicans to see how we avoid this thing." 

There's bipartisan agreement that sequestration would be 
a catastrophic mistake, Dicks said, but there's a problem with 
them agreeing how to avoid it. The Congressional Budget 
Office has said sequestration would send the country back into 
recession, Dicks said. 

The Center for Security Policy, a nonprofit, nonpartisan 
national security organization, released a report Oct. 8 
showing estimated local economic impacts from defense 
budget cuts under sequestration. It listed cuts by contracting 
office and by product or service. 

Work and services contracted out of Kitsap County in 
fiscal year 2011 totaled $708.7 million, according to the 
report. A 9 percent sequestration cut would be $63.8 million. 
The largest reductions would be to Engineering Field Activity 
($28.0 million), Puget Sound Naval Shipyard and Intermediate 
Maintenance Facility ($10.8 million), Fleet Industrial Supply 
Center Puget Sound ($5.3 million) and Naval Undersea 
Warfare Center ($3.7 million). 

The major types of work would be non-nuclear ship repair 
($10.1 million), facilities operations support services ($6.4 
million), aircraft carriers ($2.7 million) and architect-
engineering services ($2.6 million). 

Guy Stitt, president of AMI International, a Bremerton-
based naval market analysis and advisory firm, said the 
military cuts could result in the loss of half a million jobs, 
including PSNS & IMF workers. An inability to keep up on 
maintenance could affect deployment schedules. 

"Right now we have an operating tempo in our submarine 
force that's really high," he said. "To cut back on maintenance 
for them right now would be very rough." 

Submarine procurement could be canceled, and the 
replacement of Trident ballistic missile subs delayed. There's 
also a psychological effect. 

"What does this tell our military leadership and our 
troops, that we as national leaders don't have the respect for 
what they're doing to give them a defense budget," he said. 
"This is a slap in the face of our military that this is the 
process they're going to take to save money because they can't 
meet in the middle, they can't find consensus." 
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28. Contractors Look For Sequestration Delay 
Federal cuts are set for January but firms stick with 2013 projections 
(WASHINGTON POST 05 NOV 12) ... Marjorie Censer 

As mandatory federal spending cuts of nearly $1 trillion 
loom larger, many Washington area government contractors 
are making bets the cuts will be delayed, and they are holding 
back on lowering their financial guidance to Wall Street. 

With limited information from the government about how 
the spending reduction known as sequestration would be 
implemented, contractors say they are sticking with their 
current projections for next year. 

They do not have to look far for justification. In a debate 
last month, President Obama said that sequestration “will not 
happen,” while members of Congress on both sides of the aisle 
have called for alternatives. 

Contractors are “all pretty adamant that there’s going to 
be some type of deferral ... so that sequestration doesn’t 
happen Jan. 2,” said William Loomis, managing director at 
Stifel Nicolaus, which has relationships with many 
contractors. 

Although McLean-based Booz Allen Hamilton would not 
take an official stance on whether sequestration would happen, 
Samuel R. Strickland, the contractor’s chief financial officer, 
said last week he expects it to be pushed off until April. 

“Even knowing that would give us a fair amount more 
insight into what our [fiscal 2014] is going to look like than 
we have right now,” he said during a call with investors. 
“What’s creating a problem for us now is the uncertainty in 
the market.” 

As companies wait for more information, there are signs 
of weakening. 

Booz Allen last week reported profit of $46.1 million (27 
cents per share) for the three-month period ended Sept. 30, 
down nearly 39 percent from $75.3 million (53 cents) in the 
same period a year earlier. Quarterly revenue slipped nearly 3 
percent to $1.39 billion. 

Arlington-based contractor CACI International saw its 
profits for the period sink to $35.7 million ($1.49 per share), a 
15 percent drop from the $42.1 million ($1.41) it reported for 
the same period a year ago. Revenue stayed roughly stable at 
$931.2 million. 

Concerns about shrinking revenue and profits are 
superseding worries about sequestration, said George A. Price 
Jr., senior equity research analyst for information technology 
services at BB&T Capital Markets, which has relationships 
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with a number of contractors, including Booz Allen, CACI 
and ManTech International. 

“Everyone is probably what if-ing a little bit behind the 
scenes [but] ... there’s probably a limited amount of things that 
companies can do,” he said of sequestration planning. 

Officials at Fairfax-based ManTech said last week that 
they are expecting sales increases next year — assuming that 
sequestration doesn’t happen. 

“Our initial view of fiscal year 2013 suggests revenue 
growth as we execute on record backlog and strong awards, 
but that of course will depend on sequestration, which is a big 
unknown right now,” said Kevin M. Phillips, the company’s 
chief financial officer, in a call with investors. 

ManTech saw profits for the quarter ended Sept. 30 
decline to $24.4 million (66 cents per share), from $34.5 
million (94 cents) for the same period a year earlier. Revenue 
shrunk 12 percent to $645 million. 

Still, contractors are tightening their business. Booz Allen 
officials said last week that the company is looking at ways to 
improve its cost structure and infrastructure and will make 
changes April 1. 

“Privately, [the companies] all have contingency plans 
and they’re discussing what has to be done,” Loomis said. 
“Publicly, they’re not giving any numbers or guidance.” 
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NAVY-MARINE CORPS CLASSIC: 
29. It's Anchors Aweigh For College Hoops Season 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 02 NOV 12) ... Bernie Wilson 

SAN DIEGO -- It was a college basketball game like 
none before, played under a pinkish-purple twilight sky on the 
flight deck of an aircraft carrier, with President Barack Obama 
sitting midcourt and thousands of Sailors in the stands. Two 
fighter jets screamed overhead just as the national anthem 
finished. 

A year after North Carolina beat Michigan State in the 
inaugural Carrier Classic on the USS Carl Vinson, which was 
used to bury Osama bin Laden at sea, the college hoops season 
will begin next Friday with three games afloat - one on an 
active Navy ship and two on decommissioned aircraft carriers 
- and another in a hangar at Ramstein Air Base in Germany. 

"It took eight years to get the first one and one year to get 
the next three," said Michigan State athletic director Mark 
Hollis, who several years ago came up with the idea of playing 
a game on a flat top to honor the military. 

This year's nautical matchups will be hard-pressed to 
match the atmosphere at last year's Carrier Classic on San 
Diego Bay. 

They'll try, though. 
From east to west, the games are: 

 The Armed Forces Classic between Connecticut and 
No. 14 Michigan State at Ramstein Air Base in 
Germany. Created by ESPN, it will tip off at 
approximately midnight local time, or 6 p.m. EST. 

 The Carrier Classic on the USS Yorktown in 
Charleston, S.C., will feature a women's game 
between No. 7 Notre Dame and No. 19 Ohio State, 
followed by a men's game between No. 4 Ohio State 
and Marquette. The Yorktown is now a museum. The 
games are being promoted by Morale Entertainment 
Foundation, which put on last year's game on the Carl 
Vinson. 

 The Navy-Marine Corps Classic between 
Georgetown and No. 10 Florida in Jacksonville on 
the deck of the USS Bataan, an amphibious assault 
ship that's being moved from its homeport of 
Norfolk, Va., to Naval Station Mayport for the game, 
along with an escort ship, the USS Mesa Verde. 

 The Battle on the Midway in San Diego will feature 
No. 9 Syracuse against No. 20 San Diego State on the 
USS Midway, also a museum. 

Pulling off a game on an aircraft carrier is a task almost as 
big as the ships themselves. 

They're multimillion-dollar productions with lots of 
logistical hurdles. Then there's wind and the threat of rain to 
worry about. 

Coaches Steve Fisher of San Diego State and Billy 
Donovan of Florida have said they'd like to practice outside a 
time or two before their respective games. 

Hollis and Mike Whalen of Morale Entertainment 
Foundation know what it takes to put on a game on a ship. 

Others are finding out how hard it is, for a boatload of 
reasons. 

In San Diego, the Battle on the Midway was to be part of 
Veterans Day weekend celebration including a fanfest, 
coaches' clinic and a gala and concert to raise money for a 
foundation founded by San Francisco Giants pitcher Barry 
Zito. When sponsorships lagged, the Zito event was postponed 
and the fanfest canceled. The game itself was in jeopardy until 
local businessmen and Fox Sports San Diego stepped up to 
prevent an embarrassing cancellation. San Diego State is 
taking on a more active role in planning the game. The 
coaches' clinic survived only because of dogged work by Don 
Casey, a former college and NBA coach who lives in the San 
Diego area. 

For the Jacksonville game, the Bataan left Norfolk a day 
late because of Superstorm Sandy. It arrived Friday. The Mesa 
Verde is due to arrive the middle of next week. 

In Charleston, Morale Entertainment will have to build a 
16-foot wind-deflection screen around the court because it's 
breezy at Patriots Point. 

At last year's Carrier Classic, there were a few hiccups 
along the way to tipoff. 

"Morale Entertainment had never put on a basketball 
game. The other side of it, I've never run an event on a 
warship," Hollis said. "There had to be a lot of collaboration 
between the two. I would say, 'This is the norm in college 
basketball.' Then I had to listen to the norm on U.S. 
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government property. There was a lot of give-and-take 
through the whole thing." 

North Carolina coach Roy Williams told his Tar Heels to 
prepare for little headaches and it would all be worth it in the 
end. 

"I mean, standing on that ship, and the president of the 
United States is walking out on the ship and they're playing 
the music," Williams said. "You can see the sun's about to set. 
I'm sitting there and at that moment I said, 'Roy Williams, 
you're one of the luckiest guys that's ever walked on the earth.' 
So all those little things really were really little." 

The teams had warmed up, but then had to wait as Obama 
boarded the ship, met with each team in its locker room and 
addressed the crowd. 

Organizers told the coaches they had just a few minutes 
until tipoff. Williams and Michigan State coach Tom Izzo held 
their ground, insisting on - and getting - an additional 15 
minutes for their players to warm up again. While the 
overriding theme was to honor the military, it was, after all, a 
regular-season game, and a marquee one at that. 

At dusk, the game was stopped for the evening lowering 
of the colors. 

"Other than the Final Four, winning the national 
championships, I enjoyed that experience more than any game 
I've ever been involved in," Williams said. "There were some 
logistical things, there were some things that went on that 
were frustrating. But the game was so huge, and the feeling 
you got from the military people was so big, that it made all 
these other things seem so small ... compared to the love that I 
had for being there in front of our military, talking to our guys 
and girls, and the feel that I had." 

Less than an hour after the final buzzer, as the team buses 
were making their way off North Island Naval Air Station, it 
began to pour. 

Whalen had paid for a backup court, lights and bleachers 
to be installed on the hangar deck in case of rain. But because 
the space would have accommodated only about 2,000 
spectators, rather than the 8,111 who watched the game on the 
flight deck, Whalen spiked the backup plan a few days before 
the game. 

"Did we dodge one? Yeah," said Whalen, who trusted the 
word of a local weatherman that it wouldn't rain during the 
game. "But it was a calculated risk. I was the boss, I made the 
decision. Sometimes you've got to go with your gut." 

If rain threatens any of the floating games this year, they'll 
be played in local arenas. 

Whalen wanted to keep the Carrier Classic in San Diego 
but said he was told by the Navy that an active carrier wasn't 
available. He said he was rebuffed by officials with the 
Midway. 

"The model that Morale is going after is that we need to 
have stable places," Whalen said. "If we have to be on a 
smaller ship, so be it." 

The city of Jacksonville is promoting the game on the 
USS Bataan. 

"We're a little disappointed the Navy went with an 
untested group and cast us to the wayside and that the criteria 
we had out here, which was no operational impact on the 
Navy, no cost to taxpayers, minimal inconvenience to the crew 
of the Carl Vinson, free tickets to the military, all those things 
have gone out the window with the Jacksonville effort," 
Whalen said. 

Navy spokesman Capt. Greg Hicks said the city of 
Jacksonville will reimburse the Navy for any expenses the sea 
service incurs, and thus there will be no cost to taxpayers. 
Hicks said the cost of moving the ships to and from Florida 
were "incidental to this event." He said the crews will be doing 
"valuable training and deployment readiness along the way." 
The Bataan is scheduled for a deployment in the middle of 
2013, he said. 

Although government regulations prohibit sale of tickets 
for an event on a military base, Jacksonville organizers got 
around that by requiring fans and corporations to purchase 
sponsorship packages ranging between $1,000 and $50,000. 
The cheapest package includes two passes for the basketball 
game and tickets for the Jacksonville Jaguars game against the 
Indianapolis Colts, including tickets that will be given to 
military personnel. 

Alan Verlander, an official with the city of Jacksonville, 
said private funding will cover the estimated $1.8 million to 
$2 million price tag. 

Hicks said 1,001 of the 3,500 tickets are to be given to 
military personnel. 

Obama has been invited, Hicks said. The White House 
didn't return messages seeking comment. 

AP Basketball Writer Aaron Beard in Raleigh, N.C., and 
AP Sports Writer Mark Long in Jacksonville contributed to 
this report. 
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COMMENTARY: 
30. Silence On Bahrain 
(WASHINGTON POST 05 NOV 12) ... Stephen McInerney 

“Our challenge in a country like Bahrain,” Secretary of 
State Hillary Clinton said last November, is that the United 
States “has many complex interests. We’ll always have to 
walk and chew gum at the same time.” The growing problem 
is that the United States does plenty of “walking” — 
maintaining our strategic alliance with the Gulf kingdom in 
the short term — but little or no “chewing,” or taking 
meaningful steps to spur the political reforms needed to 
preserve Bahrain as an ally in the long term. 

A late September vote on Bahrain’s nominee for the 
advisory committee of the U.N. Human Rights Council gave 

Washington an easy opening. In a letter to Clinton early that 
month, 14 nongovernmental organizations, including the 
Project on Middle East Democracy, Human Rights Watch and 
Freedom House, urged the United States to oppose the 
candidacy in light of Bahrain’s egregious record on human 
rights. 

The nominee, Saeed Mohamed alFaihani, has been a 
career official in Bahrain’s Foreign Ministry whose recent 
tenure as undersecretary for human rights coincided with the 
government’s brutal suppression of the country’s civilian 
uprising. Faihani repeatedly denied the government’s 
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countless human rights violations, including torture of 
political prisoners and violent crackdowns on peaceful 
protests. His statements directly contradicted the findings of 
the government’s own Commission of Inquiry and well-
documented reports by international human rights 
organizations. 

Although Faihani resigned from his government post — 
days before the U.N. committee vote to meet eligibility 
requirements — his previous statements and blatant disregard 
for human rights in Bahrain gave the United States reason to 
question his qualifications. 

Instead, the U.S. delegation was silent, and Faihani was 
elected by acclamation. 

Bahrain quickly pointed to the election as an endorsement 
of the kingdom’s human rights record. King Hamad called the 
vote a “recognition of [Bahrain’s] democratic and political 
record” and evidence that Bahrain is “an oasis of human 
rights, co-existence, tolerance and love.” Human Rights 
Minister Salah Ali — Faihani’s former boss — called the 
unanimous total “a vote of confidence for the kingdom’s 
serious steps and positive role in protecting human rights.” 
Washington did nothing to dispute these interpretations. 

The United States joined the Human Rights Council in 
2009 promising to fight against “the pernicious machinations 
of countries seeking to obscure and deny their abuses” through 
the council. When Washington helped eject Libya from the 
council in 2011, Clinton said it was “clear that governments 
that turn their guns on their own people have no place on the 
Human Rights Council.” 

More recently, U.S. Ambassador to the United Nations 
Susan Rice highlighted successful U.S. “efforts to prevent 

human rights abusers, such as Iran, Syria and Sudan from 
winning election to the Human Rights Council.” Faihani’s 
position on the council’s advisory committee compromises the 
increased legitimacy that this work has bestowed on the 
council and encourages the widespread perception that the 
United States will confront human rights violations by Iran or 
Syria while ignoring the abuses of allies such as Bahrain. 

A single vote against Faihani may not have kept him off 
the committee, nor changed the human rights situation in 
Bahrain overnight, but it would have demonstrated U.S. 
seriousness toward both the council and accountability in 
Bahrain. 

In recent weeks, Bahrain’s government has banned 
demonstrations of any size and upheld lengthy prison 
sentences given to teachers and medics for expressing their 
political views. It continues to crack down violently against 
daily protests. Washington has repeatedly expressed “concern” 
about the state of human rights in Bahrain, but it is 
increasingly clear that such statements have little or no impact. 

While the Faihani vote was Washington’s latest missed 
opportunity to take a stand, other openings remain. The U.S. 
administration could limit military assistance and training to 
Bahrain; sanction Bahraini officials responsible for gross 
human rights violations; more strictly enforce the rights 
requirements of the U.S.-Bahrain Free Trade Agreement; or 
call for a special session on Bahrain at the U.N. Human Rights 
Council. Any of these steps would signal that Washington is 
finally willing to walk and chew gum, backing up its rhetoric 
with action. Stephen McInerney is executive director of the 
Project on Middle East Democracy. 
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31. A Change In Power Behind A Curtain 
(WASHINGTON POST 04 NOV 12) ... David Ignatius 

As Election Day approaches, it’s useful to look at the 
murky political transition taking place in China this month. 
It’s a reminder of the benefits of America’s sometimes chaotic 
democracy. 

The Chinese are facing a once-in-a-decade political shift 
as President Hu Jintao prepares to transfer power to Xi 
Jinping, his long-designated successor. 

But beneath this pre-cooked surface, many key issues are 
still bubbling, with a decisive Communist Party congress 
scheduled to start Thursday. 

Imagine if the United States were deciding Tuesday not 
just on a president and members of Congress — but on the 
size and scope of the executive branch, oversight of the 
military and new constitutional rules. China’s leaders are still 
thought to be haggling over all these issues on the eve of the 
party congress and behind a curtain of secrecy that feeds 
rumors and gossip. 

The coming political transition will replace most 
members of the country's two key executive bodies — the 
standing committee of the party's Politburo and the Central 
Military Commission. What's amazing is how little even the 
best-informed U.S. experts know about how these personnel 
decisions will be made. 

Given China’s lack of transparency, this arcane subject is 
left mostly to China-watchers in and out of government. But 
the political stakes in Beijing this month may be as important 

for the world as are those in the U.S. election. Here are some 
of the big “ifs” that experts are following: 

How big will the Politburo’s standing committee be? 
The rumor is that membership will be reduced from nine to 
seven — and that the two portfolios to be removed are 
propaganda and law enforcement. “The decision to eliminate 
those two positions and reduce the membership from nine to 
seven is closely linked to political reform,” argues Cheng Li, a 
leading China scholar at the Brookings Institution. 

China will remain a police state, even if propaganda and 
law enforcement are less visible in the Politburo. And it may 
be a more decisive dictatorship, with a streamlined group that 
can reach consensus more easily on thorny topics. But the 
pressures for change are building. And this will be a group of 
new faces — with five or seven new members, depending on 
its size. 

Will the retiring president, Hu, keep his seat on the 
Central Military Commission? His predecessor, Jiang 
Zemin, kept his hand in military matters in the same way, and 
Hu may want this token of status and patronage, too — 
modestly reducing the power of the incoming president, Xi. 
But the story here is also of change. A large majority of the 12 
members of the military commission are likely to be new. This 
represents a big turnover for a Chinese military that has been 
increasingly assertive on such issues as the South China Sea. 
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*Will the problems of corruption and patronage that 
exploded in the Bo Xilai scandal last February be 
manageable? So far, the Chinese have done a good job of 
containing the fallout from the purge of Bo, the charismatic 
former Chongqing party chief. But Li at the Brookings 
Institution sees a deep factional split between Hu (whose 
followers have roots in the Communist Youth League) and 
Jiang (whose elite supporters are often described as 
“princelings”). Jiang’s cosmopolitan supporters are said to 
favor continued rapid development, while the Hu group 
stresses party organization and domestic security to check the 
unrest that accompanies fast growth. 

Xi’s challenge will be to bridge this gap, and so far he 
seems to be pretty deft. He’s certainly a princeling himself (his 
father was one of Mao Zedong’s close advisers), but he has 
also built bridges to the Hu camp. 

Will the party consider changes in its constitution, 
perhaps asserting that the party is subordinate to the state? Li 
predicts there may be edicts that “the party should be under 
the law rather than above the law.” 

The volatility beneath the placid surface of Chinese 
politics was evident in recent exposés about the fabulous 
wealth party leaders have accumulated: Bloomberg News 
reported in June that Xi’s extended family has nearly $1 
billion in assets; last month, the New York Times documented 
that the family of Wen Jiabao, the outgoing prime minister, 
secretly owns assets of $2.7 billion. Similar tales could surely 
be told about most of the top leaders. 

Somehow, over the next two weeks, this corrupt, secretive 
leadership will have to chart the course of the world’s second 
biggest economy. Their challenge makes electoral democracy 
seem easy, by comparison. 
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32. The Permanent Militarization Of America 
(NEW YORK TIMES 05 NOV 12) ... Aaron B. O’connell 

ANNAPOLIS, Md. -- In 1961, President Dwight D. 
Eisenhower left office warning of the growing power of the 
military-industrial complex in American life. Most people 
know the term the president popularized, but few remember 
his argument. 

In his farewell address, Eisenhower called for a better 
equilibrium between military and domestic affairs in our 
economy, politics and culture. He worried that the defense 
industry’s search for profits would warp foreign policy and, 
conversely, that too much state control of the private sector 
would cause economic stagnation. He warned that unending 
preparations for war were incongruous with the nation’s 
history. He cautioned that war and warmaking took up too 
large a proportion of national life, with grave ramifications for 
our spiritual health. 

The military-industrial complex has not emerged in quite 
the way Eisenhower envisioned. The United States spends an 
enormous sum on defense — over $700 billion last year, about 
half of all military spending in the world — but in terms of our 
total economy, it has steadily declined to less than 5 percent of 
gross domestic product from 14 percent in 1953. Defense-
related research has not produced an ossified garrison state; in 
fact, it has yielded a host of beneficial technologies, from the 
Internet to civilian nuclear power to GPS navigation. The 
United States has an enormous armaments industry, but it has 
not hampered employment and economic growth. In fact, 
Congress’s favorite argument against reducing defense 
spending is the job loss such cuts would entail. 

Nor has the private sector infected foreign policy in the 
way that Eisenhower warned. Foreign policy has become 
increasingly reliant on military solutions since World War II, 
but we are a long way from the Marines’ repeated occupations 
of Haiti, Nicaragua and the Dominican Republic in the early 
20th century, when commercial interests influenced military 
action. Of all the criticisms of the 2003 Iraq war, the idea that 
it was done to somehow magically decrease the cost of oil is 
the least credible. Though it’s true that mercenaries and 
contractors have exploited the wars of the past decade, hard 
decisions about the use of military force are made today much 
as they were in Eisenhower’s day: by the president, advised by 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff and the National Security Council, 

and then more or less rubber-stamped by Congress. 
Corporations do not get a vote, at least not yet. 

But Eisenhower’s least heeded warning — concerning the 
spiritual effects of permanent preparations for war — is more 
important now than ever. Our culture has militarized 
considerably since Eisenhower’s era, and civilians, not the 
armed services, have been the principal cause. From 
lawmakers’ constant use of “support our troops” to justify 
defense spending, to TV programs and video games like 
“NCIS,” “Homeland” and “Call of Duty,” to NBC’s shameful 
and unreal reality show “Stars Earn Stripes,” Americans are 
subjected to a daily diet of stories that valorize the military 
while the storytellers pursue their own opportunistic political 
and commercial agendas. Of course, veterans should be 
thanked for serving their country, as should police officers, 
emergency workers and teachers. But no institution — 
particularly one financed by the taxpayers — should be 
immune from thoughtful criticism. 

Like all institutions, the military works to enhance its 
public image, but this is just one element of militarization. 
Most of the political discourse on military matters comes from 
civilians, who are more vocal about “supporting our troops” 
than the troops themselves. It doesn’t help that there are fewer 
veterans in Congress today than at any previous point since 
World War II. Those who have served are less likely to offer 
unvarnished praise for the military, for it, like all institutions, 
has its own frustrations and failings. But for non-veterans — 
including about four-fifths of all members of Congress — 
there is only unequivocal, unhesitating adulation. The political 
costs of anything else are just too high. 

For proof of this phenomenon, one need look no further 
than the continuing furor over sequestration — the automatic 
cuts, evenly divided between Pentagon and nonsecurity 
spending, that will go into effect in January if a deal on the 
debt and deficits isn’t reached. As Bob Woodward’s latest 
book reveals, the Obama administration devised the measure 
last year to include across-the-board defense cuts because it 
believed that slashing defense was so unthinkable that it would 
make compromise inevitable. 

But after a grand budget deal collapsed, in large part 
because of resistance from House Republicans, both parties 
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reframed sequestration as an attack on the troops (even though 
it has provisions that would protect military pay). The fact that 
sequestration would also devastate education, health and 
programs for children has not had the same impact. 

Eisenhower understood the trade-offs between guns and 
butter. “Every gun that is made, every warship launched, 
every rocket fired, signifies, in the final sense, a theft from 
those who hunger and are not fed, those who are cold and are 
not clothed,” he warned in 1953, early in his presidency. “The 
cost of one modern heavy bomber is this: a modern brick 
school in more than 30 cities. It is two electric power plants, 
each serving a town of 60,000 population. It is two fine, fully 
equipped hospitals. It is some 50 miles of concrete highway. 
We pay for a single fighter plane with a half million bushels of 
wheat. We pay for a single destroyer with new homes that 
could have housed more than 8,000 people.” 

He also knew that Congress was a big part of the problem. 
(In earlier drafts, he referred to the “military-industrial-
Congressional” complex, but decided against alienating the 
legislature in his last days in office.) Today, there are just a 
select few in public life who are willing to question the 
military or its spending, and those who do — from the 
libertarian Ron Paul to the leftist Dennis J. Kucinich — are 
dismissed as unrealistic. 

The fact that both President Obama and Mitt Romney are 
calling for increases to the defense budget (in the latter case, 
above what the military has asked for) is further proof that the 
military is the true “third rail” of American politics. In this 
strange universe where those without military credentials can’t 

endorse defense cuts, it took a former chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs, Adm. Mike Mullen, to make the obvious point that the 
nation’s ballooning debt was the biggest threat to national 
security. 

Uncritical support of all things martial is quickly 
becoming the new normal for our youth. Hardly any of my 
students at the Naval Academy remember a time when their 
nation wasn’t at war. Almost all think it ordinary to hear of 
drone strikes in Yemen or Taliban attacks in Afghanistan. The 
recent revelation of counterterrorism bases in Africa elicits no 
surprise in them, nor do the military ceremonies that are now 
regular features at sporting events. That which is left 
unexamined eventually becomes invisible, and as a result, few 
Americans today are giving sufficient consideration to the full 
range of violent activities the government undertakes in their 
names. 

Were Eisenhower alive, he’d be aghast at our debt, 
deficits and still expanding military-industrial complex. And 
he would certainly be critical of the “insidious penetration of 
our minds” by video game companies and television networks, 
the news media and the partisan pundits. With so little 
knowledge of what Eisenhower called the “lingering sadness 
of war” and the “certain agony of the battlefield,” they have 
done as much as anyone to turn the hard work of national 
security into the crass business of politics and entertainment. 

Aaron B. O’Connell is an assistant professor of history at 
the United States Naval Academy and a Marine reserve 
officer. 
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33. The World Is Safer, But No One Will Say So 
(WASHINGTON POST 04 NOV 12) ... Greg Jaffe 

There's one foreign policy fact that President Obama and 
Mitt Romney dare not mention this election season. No 
American general will speak of it. Nor will it displace the 
usual hot topics at Washington's myriad foreign policy think 
tanks. Measured by most relevant statistics, the United States 
— and the world — have never been safer. 

Obama says terrorist networks remain the greatest threat 
to the United States. “We have to remain vigilant,” he warned 
recently. But global terrorism has barely touched most 
Americans in the decade since Sept. 11, 2001, with 238 U.S. 
citizens killed in terrorist attacks, mostly in war zones, 
according to the National Counterterrorism Center’s annual 
reports. By comparison, the Consumer Product Safety 
Commission found that 293 Americans were crushed during 
the same stretch by falling furniture or televisions. 

Beyond the United States, global statistics point 
undeniably toward progress in achieving greater peace and 
stability. There are fewer wars now than at any time in 
decades. The number of people killed as a result of armed 
violence worldwide is plunging as well — down to about 
526,000 in 2011 from about 740,000 in 2008, according to the 
United Nations. 

The candidates’ rhetoric, however, suggests that the globe 
is ablaze. “The world is dangerous, destructive, chaotic,” 
Romney said this summer in a speech to the Veterans of 
Foreign Wars convention in Nevada. Obama, though less 
apocalyptic than his Republican challenger, routinely talks 

about the critical need for “tested and proven” leadership in a 
“world of new threats and new challenges.” 

When it comes to foreign policy, the incentives on the 
campaign trail run toward ruin: Aspirants to public office 
praise the troops and preach the possibility of global doom. 

That makes sense in the looking-glass world of 
campaigning. A candidate who talks about the declining threat 
to Americans can quickly appear foolish, weak or out of touch 
if there is an attack on the homeland or an unexpected setback 
abroad. In his speech at the Democratic National Convention, 
Obama proudly declared that “al-Qaeda is on the path to 
defeat.” Five days later, on the anniversary of 9/11, an attack 
on the U.S. diplomatic mission in Benghazi left four 
Americans dead, including the ambassador to Libya, Chris 
Stevens. 

Stevens’s death at the hands of a possible al-Qaeda 
affiliate forced the president to temper predictions of the 
group’s demise. More recently, he has even accused Romney 
of underestimating the threat posed by the terrorist group. 
“I’m glad that you recognize that al-Qaeda’s a threat because a 
few months ago, when you were asked what’s the biggest 
geopolitical threat facing America, you said Russia — not al-
Qaeda,” Obama chided Romney at the last presidential debate. 

In recent weeks, Romney has shifted his focus to the 
Iranian nuclear program. “Iran is the greatest national security 
threat we face,” he said during the final debate. 

The news media, meanwhile, almost never take 
candidates to task for incorrect predictions of disaster. “The 
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political penalty for being wrong about the threat or 
underestimating it is much more severe than the penalty for 
overstating it,” notes Peter Feaver, who was a senior official 
on the National Security Council under President George W. 
Bush. 

Presidential candidates, eager to prove they have what it 
takes to be the leader of the free world, talk about threats so 
they can cast themselves as potential saviors in an increasingly 
dangerous world. “It does not further anyone’s career to say 
we are safer,” said Micah Zenko, a fellow at the Council on 
Foreign Relations who uncovered the fatality statistics about 
terrorism and falling furniture. 

Touting global peace may also be “distinctly un-
American,” asserts Steven Pinker, a Harvard psychology 
professor and the author of “The Better Angels of Our Nature: 
Why Violence Has Declined.” 

Pinker offers this theory: Americans want leaders who 
embrace the country’s role as the sole superpower and 
confront all adversaries. “A historical peculiarity of the U.S., 
compared to Europe, is a ‘culture of honor,’ in which a man 
has to defend himself against threats and insults,” Pinker said. 

If he is correct, perhaps it makes sense for Romney to 
accuse Obama of conducting an “apology tour” of the Middle 
East that showed weakness and emboldened Iran, China, 
Russia and other U.S. rivals. Obama has scoffed at Romney’s 
characterization of his trip, but the challenger has persisted in 
trying to portray the president as uncomfortable with 
America’s military might. 

The incentives to play down safety also extend to 
America’s military and intelligence officials, who must live on 
high alert, scanning the horizon for potential threats to 
American power. Because these officials know they will be 
blamed in the event of an unexpected attack, they are more 
prone to sound the alarm. 

“My job as a war planner was to look for all the bad 
stuff,” said Janine Davidson, who until recently served as a 
senior civilian planner in the Pentagon. “Scanning for threats 
is what we get paid to do.” 

Most top Pentagon officials say the statistics showing that 
the world is safer are irrelevant and don’t reflect the 
magnitude of the risks. The result is what Gen. Martin 
Dempsey, the chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, has 
dubbed a “security paradox.” The world may seem safer, 
Dempsey says, but the potential for global catastrophe has 
grown as the planet has become more interconnected and 
potential enemies have greater access to more powerful 

weapons and technology. Individuals with simple laptop 
computers can launch cyberattacks capable of crippling major 
corporations. Small countries and terrorist groups, such as 
Hezbollah, can buy precision-guided bombs that were 
previously the province of superpowers. 

Not everyone buys Dempsey’s paradox. The Europeans, 
who have slashed their defense budgets over the past two 
decades, don’t seem especially worried about these threats. 
Some academic researchers also question Dempsey’s logic. 

“Should we really predict that the combined expertise and 
efforts of the American government, universities [and] 
corporations will be outsmarted for extended periods of time 
by some unemployed young men in Bulgaria?” asks Pinker, 
the Harvard professor. 

What’s missing is any serious effort to study whether the 
decline in state-onstate war, violence and terrorism around the 
world means that the United States can scale back its spending 
on defense. Each year the Rand Corp., a government-funded 
think tank, publishes dozens of reports on potential threats to 
the United States. Recent papers have focused on the Iranian 
nuclear challenge, the North Korean missile threat, the 
security of sea lanes in Asia and the rise of new military 
powers such as India and Brazil. The think tank has never 
explored the implications of a statistically safer world. 

“Why can Smokey’s fire-danger index go down but the 
nation’s threat level not?” said Gregory Treverton, the director 
of Rand’s Center for Global Risk and Security. “It’s a good 
question.” 

There are tangible benefits to overspending on security: 
The United States is more prepared for a broader array of 
catastrophes than any other nation on Earth. It’s also possible 
that the government’s massive investment in defense — which 
exceeds the combined outlays of the nations with the next 10 
largest defense budgets — is responsible for the current era of 
stability and the decline in deaths. This is the essence of 
President Ronald Reagan’s promise, reiterated in recent weeks 
by Romney, of “peace through strength.” 

But the heavy investment also carries a cost. U.S. defense 
spending, adjusted for inflation, is at the highest level since 
World War II and is unlikely to decline substantially. Potential 
adversaries, such as China, could view the trillions that the 
United States is spending as a threat in itself, triggering an 
arms race — and a less-safe world. 

For now, though, no one is rushing to discuss the 
implications of a world that has grown safer. 
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34. The Pentagon's New Threat 
As weather worsens, environmentalists and the military find a common cause 
(BOSTON GLOBE 05 NOV 12) ... Juliette Kayyem 

It doesn't make sense to cast all public policy challenges 
as "wars on (fill in the blank)." The combative language can 
seem way too harsh when applied to, say, drug dependency; 
military terms can't really convey the deeply personal 
implications of cancer treatment and research. 

But war might be an entirely accurate -- and now even 
more appropriate -- word to describe the urgency of the effort 
to curb climate change. As Hurricane Sandy swept through 
this country, environmental activists found an unexpected ally: 
the military, a group not usually known for its liberal leanings. 

Military personnel have been directly involved in 
hurricane relief. The Navy deployed carriers to assist in air 
rescues. The Army and National Guard are moving essential 
commodities to hurricane-ravaged places. The Coast Guard 
has reopened the Port of New York to help tugs and barges 
bring in desperately needed petroleum products. 

But the military's interest in climate change isn't primarily 
because its own resources are being drawn into a domestic 
rescue effort. It is because climate change poses a continuing 
and unpredictable threat to national and global security. 
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Take the Arab Spring, which people tend to view as 
having been motivated solely by political ideology. There is a 
growing body of evidence that the uprisings were aided by the 
Russian wildfires of July 2010. Close to 56,000 Russians died 
in the heat wave and resulting fires caused by extreme 
temperatures and draught. Russia was forced to impose a 
temporary export ban on grain. The price of food in global 
markets skyrocketed; in the Middle East, prices of staples such 
as bread rose 40 percent by December 2010. That month, in 
Tunisia, the Arab Spring began when a food stand owner set 
himself on fire. 

Today, one hurricane (or tornado or fire or drought) does 
not constitute proof of climate change, but to deny the 
cumulative impact of extreme weather on geopolitics is no 
longer tenable. Changes in the environment will exacerbate 
destabilization in areas of deep strategic importance to the 
United States, including Asia, the Middle East, the Arctic, and 
Latin America. Facing increased temperatures, people will 
have to move to avoid rising sea water, tidal infiltrations, or 
arid soil; they will be searching for water, food, and space. 
The movement of people, and the fights between them over 
commodities, have been the causes of many wars. 

In the Climate Security Report, a new study by the 
bipartisan American Security Project, climate control isn't 
promoted as a way to help starving African children, or whales 
mating in the Pacific. In the cold language of military 
planning, the organization, which has close ties to the 
Pentagon, provides assessments of how each global 

environmental hot spot is connected to US interests. A major 
worry is figuring out under which circumstances combatant 
commanders -- the military leaders overseeing geographic 
zones -- will be required to utilize their troops and equipment 
to address the consequences of climate change. 

And then there are the military's own bases. As the 
American Security Project highlights, the changing 
environment puts certain installations at risk. Diego Garcia, 
the logistics center for all US and British military efforts in the 
Middle East, is an island in the Indian Ocean whose mean 
height is just 4 feet above sea level; coastal erosion and 
flooding are already threatening its perimeter. The same is true 
at installations in Bahrain near the Strait of Hormuz, and 
Guam, a key strategic gateway to East Asia. 

In the US mainland, Florida's Eglin Air Force Base (the 
largest in the world) and Virginia's Norfolk Naval Air Station 
(which houses the US Atlantic Fleet) are vulnerable to 
hurricanes and storm surges. 

The victims of Hurricane Sandy are civilians, and the 
primary responsibility for reconstruction of the hardest-hit 
areas will fall on state and local governments. Better care for 
the environment now seems essential to protect our homefront. 
But Sandy also exposed the common interests between 
domestic and foreign policy, between homeland security and 
national security. 

Like it or not, we're in a war against climate change. Even 
the warriors think so. 
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35. Incentives For Fit Sailors 
(NAVY TIMES 12 NOV 12) ... Editorial 

The Navy is closing the “three-mile club.” Sailors whose 
fitness regimens begin a few weeks before their biannual 
physical fitness assessment and end immediately after it’s over 
are being squeezed out of the fleet by rules geared to ensuring 
year-round fitness and healthier living. 

Unlike in the past, sailors can’t get unlimited second 
chances to retest if they fail the PFA; they get only one retest, 
and even then only with command approval. The grace period 
for sailors approaching retirement has gone away. New 
arrivals to a command no longer get a free pass. 

The Navy has been fine-tuning the rules for almost a 
decade — gradually changing the culture to make fitness an 
essential part of every sailor’s life, right down to providing an 
official physical training uniform and requiring commands to 
make time for sailors to work out. Even chowhall menus have 
been overhauled to include healthier options. 

But stricter rules mean more separations. The push to get 
sailors to shape up has become a de facto force shaping tool, 

and unfit sailors can no longer skate by with a few minutes of 
exertion every six months. 

But one thing is still missing. While the fleet has 
succeeded in establishing a stick — fail the PFA three times in 
four years and you’re out — it hasn’t yet created a viable 
career incentive to reward high achievers. A perfect score — 
the fitness level the Navy clearly wants from its sailors — 
earns a workout warrior the very same check mark as the guy 
who barely passes and collapses at the end of the run. 

Master Chief Petty Officer of the Navy (AW/NAC) Mike 
Stevens said leaders have discussed “incentivizing” top 
performers, perhaps by adding the score to evaluations and 
fitness reports, but no action has been taken. 

Such a move is sure to trigger a “muscles over minds” 
debate, but it is nonetheless worthwhile. Having used a whip 
to get the fleet to reach a point of minimal fitness, it’s time to 
offer an incentive to take Navy fitness to the next level. 
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On This Day In The Navy: 
1913: Trial of OWL, Navy's first amphibian flying boat. 
 

TOP STORIES: 
1. Turkey’s Parliament Backs Military Measures On Syria 
(NEW YORK TIMES 05 OCT 12) ... Tim Arango and Hwaida Saad 

ISTANBUL — Turkey’s Parliament on Thursday authorized further military action against Syria as Turkish forces fired a second 
round of artillery across the border, threatening to escalate a confrontation that has highlighted Turkey’s fraught double role as it tries 
to stay out of direct involvement in the fight against President Bashar al-Assad while offering haven and support to the rebels. 

 
2. Iran Offers Plan, Dismissed By U.S., On Nuclear Crisis 
(NEW YORK TIMES 05 OCT 12) ... David E. Sanger 

WASHINGTON — With harsh economic sanctions contributing to the first major protests in Iran in three years, Iranian officials 
have begun to describe what they call a “nine-step plan” to defuse the nuclear crisis with the West by gradually suspending the 
production of the uranium that would be easiest for them to convert into a nuclear weapon. 

 
3. For S. Korea, Islands Are Outposts Of National Pride 
Ownership dispute with Japan drives wedge between key U.S. allies 
(WASHINGTON POST 05 OCT 12) ... Chico Harlan 

DOKDO/TAKESHIMA ISLANDS — These two tiny volcanic islands, poking up from the sea like rabbit ears, can be scaled only 
by wooden steps that ascend almost vertically. A pulley system hauls food to a cafeteria built 300 feet above the waves. The only 
mailbox on the islands has a notice stenciled on the front, reminding that service will be slow because mail is picked up every two 
months. 

 

MIDEAST: 
4. U.S. Backs Turkey, Hopes Syria Dispute Doesn't Escalate 
(REUTERS 04 OCT 12) ... Andrew Quinn and Phil Stewart 

WASHINGTON -- The United States expressed hope on Thursday that Turkey's border clash with Syria does not escalate further, 
but stood by its NATO ally's right to defend itself against aggression spilling over from Syria's internal armed conflict. 

 
5. U.N. Strongly Condemns Syrian Shelling Of Turkey 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 04 OCT 12) ... Edith M. Lederer 

UNITED NATIONS -- The U.N. Security Council overcame deep divisions to unanimously approve a statement Thursday 
condemning Syria's shelling of a Turkish town that killed five women and children "in the strongest terms." 

 
6. Israel Alters Calculus On Tehran Due To Unrest 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 05 OCT 12) ... Joshua Mitnick 

TEL AVIV—Anti-government protests in Iran linked to the country's weakening currency have raised hopes in Israel that 
international sanctions are working to undermine Tehran, lowering the likelihood of an Israeli strike against Iranian nuclear targets in 
the coming months. 
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AFGHANISTAN: 
7. Karzai Accuses U.S. Of Duplicity In Fighting Afghan Enemies 
(NEW YORK TIMES 05 OCT 12) ... Alissa J. Rubin and Habib Zahori 

KABUL, Afghanistan — The Afghan president, Hamid Karzai, on Thursday accused the United States of playing a “double 
game” by fighting a war against Afghan insurgents rather than their backers in Pakistan, and by refusing to supply his country with the 
weapons it needs to fight enemies across the border. He threatened to turn to China, India and Russia for those arms. 

 

ASIA – PACIFIC: 
8. Fight Over Rocky Islets Opens Old Wounds Between South Korea And Japan 
(NEW YORK TIMES 05 OCT 12) ... Choe Sang-Hun 

DOKDO/TAKESHIMA — As they do on any fine-weather day, ferries on Thursday disgorged hundreds of South Korean tourists 
at these desolate islets. Some charged onto a wharf, waving the national flag and shouting “Daehanminguk manse!” — “Long live the 
Republic of Korea!” Others unfurled a “Dokdo is our territory” banner and snapped group photographs. 

 
9. U.S. Marines Fly Ospreys From Futenma Base For 2nd Straight Day 
(KYODO NEWS 05 OCT 12) 

NAHA, Japan -- The U.S. Marine Corps flew two MV-22 Osprey transport aircraft from its Futenma Air Station in Okinawa 
Prefecture for the second straight day Friday, amid mounting local opposition to the deployment of the vertical takeoff and landing 
planes. 

 
10. First Marine Deployment To Australia Generally Positive, Study Shows 
(STARS AND STRIPES 05 OCT 12) ... Travis J. Tritten 

CAMP FOSTER, Okinawa — Australia says the first Marines deployed to Darwin this year were good guests and helped the 
local economy but that some public anxieties remain over the new U.S. presence. 

 

AFRICA: 
11. Private Army Formed To Fight Somali Pirates Leaves Troubled Legacy 
(NEW YORK TIMES 05 OCT 12) ... Mark Mazzetti and Eric Schmitt 

WASHINGTON — It seemed like a simple idea: In the chaos that is Somalia, create a sophisticated, highly trained fighting force 
that could finally defeat the pirates terrorizing the shipping lanes off the Somali coast. 

 

PERSONNEL: 
12. Vice Admiral Michelle Howard First African American Woman To Reach Rank Of Three-Star 
Officer 
(WJLA ABC WASHINGTON 03 OCT 12) ... Maureen Bunyan 

A trailblazer her entire Naval career, Vice Adm. Michelle Howard has become the first African American woman in the U.S. 
armed forces to reach the rank of a three-star officer. 

 
13. Navy Air Forces Get New Commander 
(KSWB FOX SAN DIEGO 04 OCT 12) 

CORONADO, Calif. -- The Navy has a new leader of its air arm, following a change-of-command ceremony at the North Island 
Naval Air Station on Thursday. 

 

MARINE CORPS: 
14. USMC General Details Training Changes 
(DEFENSE NEWS 04 OCT 12) ... Gina Harris 

MARINE CORPS BASE QUANTICO, Va. — Marines are about to see a lot of changes in their training as the Corps shifts from 
steady combat in Afghanistan to new missions focused on U.S. interests in the Asia-Pacific region. 

 
15. Not All New Combat Vehicle Programs Will Survive Budget Cuts, Analyst Says 
(NATIONAL DEFENSE 04 OCT 12) ... Valerie Insinna 

Shifting strategies and looming budget constraints may force the Defense Department to put one of its ground combat vehicles on 
the chopping block, according to a report released Oct. 3 by Frost & Sullivan. 
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SURFACE FLEET: 
16. Newest Navy Destroyer Pays Tribute To Seal From N.Y. 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 04 OCT 12) ... Frank Eltman 

CALVERTON, N.Y. -- The U.S. Navy's newest warship will not be named for a former president, distinguished member of 
Congress or some historic figure from the past. 

 

CYBER: 
17. New Cybersecurity Threat Could Revive Legislation 
(FEDERAL NEWS RADIO 05 OCT 12) ... Jared Serbu 

A sudden and surprising upswing in malevolent cyber activity has emerged from locations not usually tied to computer attacks 
against the United States and might prompt lawmakers to take up some form of cybersecurity legislation when it returns for a short 
post-election lame duck session in late November, the chairman of the House Intelligence Committee said Thursday. 

 

VIEQUES: 
18. U.S. Rattles Puerto Rico With Bomb Site Cleanup Plan 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 04 OCT 12) ... Ben Fox 

SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico — The U.S. government has a new fight in Vieques, the Puerto Rican island that was used as a Navy 
bombing range for decades. 

 

OUTREACH: 
19. Navy Blue Angels And Air Force F-22 Raptor Wow The Bay Area Community During Fleet Week 
(CONTRA COSTA (CA) TIMES 04 OCT 12) ... Theresa Harrington 

SAN FRANCISCO -- Blue Angels pilot Lt. Cmdr. C.J. Simonsen routinely soars through the sky at breakneck speeds while 
performing death-defying corkscrews, loops and near-miss passes in a distinctive blue and gold Navy F/A-18 fighter jet. Yet, the soft-
spoken Minnesota native says he doesn't consider himself a daredevil or thrill seeker. 

 
20. USS Makin Island Arrives In SF For Fleet Week 
(KGO ABC SAN FRANCISCO 04 OCT 12) ... Amy Hollyfield 

SAN FRANCISCO -- Look up in the skies this afternoon over the Bay and you just might spot the Blue Angels. They'll be doing 
some surveying before their big shows this weekend for Fleet Week. 

 

COMMENTARY: 
21. Shooting On Suspicion 
The president says he doesn't bluff, and Iran keeps enriching uranium. If everyone’s telling the truth, we're 
headed for a preventive war. 
(NATIONAL JOURNAL 05 OCT 12) ... James Kitfield 

Otto von Bismarck famously equated it to committing suicide out of fear of death. Former Air Force Gen. Curtis (Bombs Away) 
LeMay, the inspiration for the maniacal generals in Dr. Strangelove, proposed it to stop the Soviet Union, China, and Cuba from going 
nuclear. President George W. Bush used it as justification for invading Iraq but later thought better of it as North Korea crossed the 
nuclear threshold. And now there’s President Obama, the most unlikely leader yet to gird for “preventive war” -- this time with Iran. 

 
22. A Syrian Wedge Between Allies 
Turkis frustration at U.S. inaction may roil a strategic relationship 
(WASHINGTON POST 05 OCT 12) ... Soner Cagaptay 

The close relationship that President Obama has built with Turkish Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan has provided the 
United States with a key Muslim ally in the Middle East. Washington and Ankara have worked closely to stabilize Iraq. Yet a storm 
awaits them in Syria. 

 
23. A Turkish-Syrian War? 
Waiting for U.S. leadership. 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 05 OCT 12) ... Editorial 

One oft-heard argument against U.S. involvement in Syria's 18-month-old civil war has been that intervention could provoke a 
wider regional conflict. President Obama has kept his distance, and one result seems to be ... a wider regional conflict. 
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24. The Asian Cold War 
China and Japan's island spat is much more than a battle over a bunch of uninhabited rocks. And it won't be 
ending anytime soon. 
(FOREIGN POLICY 04 OCT 12) ... Michael Auslin 

The roiling dispute over a remote set of rocks in the East China Sea, known to the Japanese as the Senkaku Islands and to the 
Chinese as the Diaoyus, is more than a mere diplomatic spat between two of the world's largest economies. 

 
25. U.S. Fleet Forces Will Always “Be Ready” 
(NAVY LIVE BLOG 04 OCT 12) ... Adm. Bill Gortney 

Warfighting is the primary mission set of our Navy. At U.S. Fleet Forces Command, we know that as our Oath of Office directs 
we must “support and defend the Constitution of the United States” by protecting our homeland and projecting naval power as 
required by our nation, our allies or our vital interests. On a daily basis we focus our efforts to man, equip, train, and maintain the 
naval forces who take the fight to the enemy. We will do this through five lines of operation: Joint and Fleet Operations; Warfighting 
and Readiness; Global Force Management; Sailors Civilians and Families; and Safety. 
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TOP STORIES: 
1. Turkey’s Parliament Backs Military Measures On Syria 
(NEW YORK TIMES 05 OCT 12) ... Tim Arango and Hwaida Saad 

ISTANBUL — Turkey’s Parliament on Thursday 
authorized further military action against Syria as Turkish 
forces fired a second round of artillery across the border, 
threatening to escalate a confrontation that has highlighted 
Turkey’s fraught double role as it tries to stay out of direct 
involvement in the fight against President Bashar al-Assad 
while offering haven and support to the rebels. 

Turkey hit Syria after a mortar attack on Wednesday that 
killed five of its civilians. But the strike was also a reaction to 
growing public frustration with Turkey’s policy toward Syria 
— which has done little to push Mr. Assad out, while bringing 
hardship to Turks, who have lost trade and have been forced to 
take in about 100,000 refugees — and to the Turkish 
leadership’s sense of having been left alone by Western allies 
to manage an increasingly combustible situation, experts and 
commentators said. 

“I don’t see what else the government could do,” said Soli 
Ozel, an academic and a columnist, who said he viewed 
Turkey’s response as one of restraint that made good on 
warnings that it would strike Syria if its border was threatened. 
“That is the least they could do. They have so tied themselves 
to massive retaliation rhetoric that they had to do something.” 

The Turks fired into Syria after weeks in which towns in 
southeastern Turkey had been hit by stray bullets and shells 
coming from Syria. The parliamentary measure, which was 
ratified after several hours of a closed-door session in the 
capital, Ankara, permits cross-border raids, although senior 
officials insisted that Turkey, a member of NATO, did not 
want a war with its Arab neighbor. 

“Turkey does not want war with Syria,” Ibrahim Kalin, a 
senior aide to Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan, wrote on 
Twitter. “But Turkey is capable of protecting its borders and 
will retaliate when necessary.” In a separate message, he said 
that “political, diplomatic initiatives will continue.” 

In supporting the Syrian rebels by allowing weapons 
smuggling and the cross-border flow of fighters and refugees 
— and enduring the spillover effects of economic collapse in 
border areas and errant munitions — the government had little 
choice but to respond militarily, analysts said, even if the 
strike on Turkish territory was unintentional. 

And ever since Syria downed a Turkish warplane in June, 
the government has been under domestic pressure to act. 

“Many felt disappointed about the government’s lack of 
action when Syria shot down a Turkish warplane in June and 
got away with it,” said Nihat Ali Ozcan, an analyst at the 
Economic Policy Research Foundation of Turkey. 

Given that fighting had been raging just across the border, 
some analysts said it was not surprising that munitions struck 
within Turkey — which sent more tanks and antiaircraft 
weapons to the border on Thursday — and questioned the 
aggressiveness of Turkey’s response. 

“I think the Syrians truly overshot,” said Soner Cagaptay, 
the director of the Turkish Research Program at the 
Washington Institute for Near East Policy. He added: “The 
question is why did Turkey respond the way it did. I think this 
is Ankara’s retaliation to the Syrians’ shooting down the 
Turkish plane in June.” 

The episode may also have pointed to Turkey’s 
increasingly close relationship with the rebels. Though its 
military said it used radar to identify targets, rebels claimed on 
Thursday that they aided the Turkish military in its targeting 
for the artillery strikes. 

An antigovernment fighter and activist in the area in Syria 
where the Turkish shells struck said he helped the Turks fire 
shells that killed 14 soldiers and destroyed several armored 
vehicles. 

The fighter, Ayham al-Khalaf, said in an interview by 
Skype that shortly after the Syrian shell hit Turkish territory, a 
Turkish officer contacted him. “He was speaking in a broken 
Arabic accent, asking my help getting the exact location of the 
artillery battery,” Mr. Khalaf said. “So I Googled the location, 
and I gave them exact details about the location and the 
distance.” 

For weeks, Turkey’s leaders have faced a public backlash 
over their aggressive posture toward Syria, a sentiment owed 
partly to a feeling that Turkey may be on the right side in the 
fight but that it is isolated, without the backing of its Western 
allies, including the United States, as China, Russia and Iran 
have lined up forcefully behind the government of Mr. Assad. 
That feeling deepened after the latest crisis. 

“We are now at a very critical juncture,” Melih Asik, a 
columnist, wrote in the centrist newspaper Milliyet. “We are 
not only facing Syria, but Iran, Iraq, Russia and China are 
behind it as well. Behind us, we have nothing but the 
provocative stance and empty promises of the U.S.” 

Even if the decision to strike was partly motivated by 
flagging domestic support, the strike came against 
overwhelming opposition among the public for unilateral 
military action, according to a recent poll. The poll, conducted 
by the Strategic and Social Research Center, based in Ankara, 
found that 76 percent of Turks living in cities opposed 
unilateral military intervention, and that 56 percent believed 
that the government had mismanaged the Syria crisis. In 
addition, 66 percent said Turkey should not allow Syrian 
refugees into the country. The telephone survey was 
conducted last month in 27 urban areas. 

“I doubt that much will have changed after this incident,” 
said Mr. Ozel, the academic and columnist. 

Some of the public opposition to a unilateral strike against 
Syria was reflected on the streets in Istanbul on Thursday 
evening, when a few thousand protesters marched down a 
central avenue, chanting antiwar slogans and railing against 
Mr. Erdogan and his governing party, the Justice and 
Development Party. 

In a letter to the United Nations, Turkey called on the 
Security Council to “take the necessary measures against 
Syria’s offensive actions toward Turkey.” 

On Thursday, despite initial resistance from Russia, the 
Security Council unanimously condemned “in the strongest 
terms” Syria’s shelling of the Turkish town. In its statement, 
the council said that “this incident highlighted the grave 
impact the crisis in Syria has on the security of its neighbors 
and on regional peace and stability.” 

Russia and China both vetoed three previous Security 
Council resolutions addressing the Syria conflict and have 
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urged Western powers to put more pressure on the 
antigovernment forces to stop fighting. Russian protection of 
the Assad government is one reason cited by analysts for 
Syria’s refusal to put into effect any kind of cease-fire. 

NATO held an emergency meeting on Wednesday night 
and condemned the attack, but it did not suggest that it would 
invoke the clause in its charter that would require a collective 

response by NATO allies to the conflagration between Syria 
and Turkey. 

Tim Arango reported from Istanbul, and Hwaida Saad 
from Beirut, Lebanon. Reporting was contributed by Sebnem 
Arsu from Istanbul; Hala Droubi, Hania Mourtada and Anne 
Barnard from Beirut; and Neil MacFarquhar from the United 
Nations. 
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2. Iran Offers Plan, Dismissed By U.S., On Nuclear Crisis 
(NEW YORK TIMES 05 OCT 12) ... David E. Sanger 

WASHINGTON — With harsh economic sanctions 
contributing to the first major protests in Iran in three years, 
Iranian officials have begun to describe what they call a “nine-
step plan” to defuse the nuclear crisis with the West by 
gradually suspending the production of the uranium that 
would be easiest for them to convert into a nuclear weapon. 

But the plan requires so many concessions by the West, 
starting with the dismantling of all the sanctions that are 
blocking oil sales and setting off the collapse of the Iranian 
currency, that American officials have dismissed it as 
unworkable. Nonetheless, Iranian officials used their visit to 
the United Nations last week to attempt to drum up support, 
indicating that the country’s supreme leader, Ayatollah Ali 
Khamenei, is finally feeling the pressure. 

“Within the intelligence community, I think it’s fair to say 
that there is split opinion about whether the upper level of the 
regime is getting seriously worried,” one senior intelligence 
official said when asked why the Iranians appeared to be 
backing away from their earlier stand that nothing would stop 
them from producing more medium-enriched uranium, which 
can be turned into bomb fuel in a matter of months. 

“He’s erratic, and we’ve seen him walk up to the edge of 
deals before and walk away,” the official said, referring to 
Ayatollah Khamenei. 

The Iranian plan is based on a proposal made to European 
officials in July. It essentially calls for a step-by-step 
dismantling of the sanctions while the Iranians end work at 
one of two sites where they are enriching what is known as 
“20 percent uranium.” Only when the Iranians reach step No. 
9 — after all the sanctions are gone and badly depressed oil 
revenues have begun to flow again — would there be a 
“suspension” of the medium-enriched uranium production at 
the deep underground site called Fordow. 

Obama administration officials say the deal is intended to 
generate headlines, but would not guarantee that Iran cannot 
produce a weapon. “The way they have structured it, you can 
move the fuel around, and it stays inside the country,” a senior 
Obama administration official said. “They could restart the 
program in a nanosecond. They don’t have to answer any 
questions from the inspectors” about evidence that they 
conducted research on nuclear weapons technology, but 
nonetheless would insist on a statement from the agency that 
all issues have been resolved. 

“Yet we’re supposed to lift sanctions that would take 
years to reimpose, if we could get countries to agree,” the 
administration official said. 

The United States has not put a formal offer on the table. 
But the outline of a way to a solution they described to Iranian 
officials before the summer is almost the mirror image of the 
Iranian nine-step proposal. 

Under the American vision, Iran would halt all production 
of its 20 percent enriched uranium immediately, ship the 
existing stockpile out of the country and close the Fordow 
plant. That would defuse the threat of an Iranian “breakout” to 
produce a weapon, leaving the Iranians with a stockpile of 
low-enriched uranium that would require far more lengthy 
processing to weaponize. 

Then the United States and its allies would offer some 
cooperation on civilian nuclear projects, and would agree not 
to add new sanctions at the United Nations Security Council. 
But the sanctions squeezing the Iranian economy would 
remain in place until a final deal is reached. 

To the Iranians, this is a prescription for government 
change, and they insist it will fail. “I ask you sincerely, can 
anyone go to war with Iran,” even an economic war, and 
“come out a victor?” President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad said 
last week during a meeting with a half-dozen authors who 
have written books about Iran. “Why does the U.S. believe she 
can prevail?” 

Yet Mr. Ahmadinejad declined to talk about the current 
negotiations. Instead, to the astonishment of Iranian officials, 
he argued at the session that the Iranian people were better off 
economically than they had been when he came to office. 
Since Mr. Ahmadinejad’s return to Tehran, Iranian officials 
have begun looking for any signs that their proposal, although 
rejected by Washington, could represent the basis of a 
conversation. 

So far, it is difficult to find much overlap between the 
American and Iranian proposals. Both countries want to retain 
leverage, so the Iranians believe it is essential to keep the 
capability to produce uranium, and they reject any proposals 
to dismantle the nuclear infrastructure they have built, which 
they say is for civilian use. Similarly, the Americans, 
Europeans and Israelis believe they must maintain the constant 
pressure of sanctions. 

On Wednesday, Secretary of State Hillary Rodham 
Clinton made it clear that the United States had no intention of 
relaxing the sanctions — particularly now, just as they show 
the first sign of forcing Iran’s leaders to rethink the costs of 
their nuclear program. 

“We have always said that we had a dual-track approach 
to this, and one track was trying to put pressure on the Iranian 
government to come to the negotiating table,” Mrs. Clinton 
told reporters. But she said it was Iran’s own mismanagement 
of its economy, more than the sanctions, that deserved 
“responsibility for what is going on inside Iran.” 

“And that is who should be held accountable,” Mrs. 
Clinton said. “And I think that they have made their own 
government decisions, having nothing to do with the sanctions 
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that have had an impact on the economic conditions inside the country.” 
Return to Index 
 

3. For S. Korea, Islands Are Outposts Of National Pride 
Ownership dispute with Japan drives wedge between key U.S. allies 
(WASHINGTON POST 05 OCT 12) ... Chico Harlan 

DOKDO/TAKESHIMA ISLANDS — These two tiny 
volcanic islands, poking up from the sea like rabbit ears, can 
be scaled only by wooden steps that ascend almost vertically. 
A pulley system hauls food to a cafeteria built 300 feet above 
the waves. The only mailbox on the islands has a notice 
stenciled on the front, reminding that service will be slow 
because mail is picked up every two months. 

“The postal box is a symbolic object,” the sign reads, 
“implying South Korea’s control.” 

The islands, administered by South Korea but claimed by 
Japan, provide a window into Asia’s fastest-growing problem, 
the fight over small bits of land that have oversize and 
symbolic importance. 

In the case of these islands, known as Dokdo in South 
Korea and Takeshima in Japan, the show of Korean control is 
pushed to extremes: Only two non-government employees live 
here, a fisherman and his wife, both Koreans. But three South 
Korean telecommunications companies provide the islands 
with 3G cellphone service. 

The notion of symbolic control has grown increasingly 
important in recent months amid a region-wide surge of 
nationalism and upcoming political leadership changes in 
South Korea, Japan and China. As a result, countries that once 
played down territorial disputes now use them to foment 
national pride. These small islands have become dangerous 
friction points between Asia’s most economically linked 
countries, with all sides calling their claims irrefutable and 
just, and brushing aside the idea of compromise. 

The fierce dispute between Japan and China over islands 
in the East China Sea has spurred fears about potential armed 
conflict, but the dispute over Dokdo has levied a toll of its 
own. It has stalled military cooperation between Washington’s 
two closest Asian allies and reignited historical animosities 
that date back to Japan’s brutal land grab in the region before 
World War II. 

The South Korean government took a dozen foreign 
journalists to the islands Thursday to underscore its claims. 
The day started in Seoul at a just-opened downtown Dokdo 
museum and continued later with a three-hour flight to the 
islands in time for lunch at the cafeteria, which normally 
serves the national police who live here on two-month 
rotations. 

Dokdo consists of two main islands and a handful of 
rocky droplets, which do little more than break waves. The 
taller of the two, with a razor-sharp backbone, is home to the 
fisherman and his wife, who catch octopus and live in a three-
story house — paid for by the provincial government — along 
the shore. 

“It’s not as big as it looks,” the fisherman, Kim Sung-do, 
said. “The top floor is all water tanks” for storing drinkable 
water. 

A handful of people have lived on the island on and off 
since the 1960s. Kim once worked for a fisherman who lived 
there, and he and his wife have been residents since 1981. 

The stouter of the main islands has a helicopter pad, a 
lighthouse, a weight room, a small branch of the South Korean 
national library and a dormitory. Forty-five police officers live 
here, as do two civil servants and three lighthouse attendants. 
There are no women. There is one dog, named Seodo. 

The police can move almost nowhere easily. Steps, some 
almost twice the size of normal ones, link the docks at the 
bottom of the island with the living quarters. The police stand 
in pairs on patrol, holding guns, waiting for maritime 
intruders. Seventy-nine Japanese boats have circled the islands 
this year, the police chief here said, but none has entered 
South Korea’s territorial waters. 

The police are happy to joke around, and two, at the 
urging of a cameraman Thursday, broke into an extended 
dance mimicking Psy, the South Korean pop star. Although 
the police spoke about their job seriously, saying they’d 
defend the islands to the death, some also acknowledged their 
neighbor as a friend more than an enemy. 

“Japan has accomplished a lot,” said Jeong Eun-jae, 31. “I 
admire their economic achievement, their diligence. They’re 
nice people.” 

It’s at the two countries’ leadership levels that the rhetoric 
becomes less compromising. Both Japan and South Korea, in 
official documents and on government Web sites, say that 
these islands are unequivocally theirs, according to 
“international law.” 

“Dokdo is indeed our territory and a place worth staking 
our lives to defend,” South Korean President Lee Myung-bak 
said when he visited the islands in August, a trip that stoked 
tensions. 

“There is no doubt about the fact that Takeshima is 
Japan’s territory,” Prime Minister Yoshihiko Noda said weeks 
later. 

North Korea supports the South’s claim. 
The countries base their competing claims on a sequence 

of centuries-old records and half-told versions of more recent 
history. One of the clearest differences in their respective 
narratives comes in 1905, when Japan’s government, with a 
cabinet decision, incorporated the islands into Shimane 
prefecture. 

According to Tokyo’s official story, the move 
“reaffirmed” sovereignty dating back centuries and stemmed 
from a citizen’s wish to use the islands to hunt sea lions. 
According to Seoul’s version, though, Japan strong-armed the 
deal after forcing Korea to revoke its diplomatic rights and 
used the island as a staging ground for its war with Russia. 
This presaged Japan’s 1910 invasion of Korea, and many 
Koreans refuse to separate the two. 

South Korea regained control in the years after World 
War II and has stationed coast guard officers there since 1954. 

Since 2005, tourists have been allowed on the islands, and 
several hundred come by ferry almost every day. They’re 
permitted to stay for 30 minutes, and on Thursday, they 
wandered around in the sunshine, snapping photos and waving 
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flags. One man took off his shoes and bowed, doing it twice 
more as journalists snapped photos. 

“Korea!” the man howled. 
Japan, however, objected to the journalists’ trip. 

“From the Japanese point of view,” Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Masaru Sato said in an e-mail, “visiting Takeshima 
from Seoul is not a domestic trip, but an international trip 
crossing the border between Japan and Korea.” 
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MIDEAST: 
4. U.S. Backs Turkey, Hopes Syria Dispute Doesn't Escalate 
(REUTERS 04 OCT 12) ... Andrew Quinn and Phil Stewart 

WASHINGTON -- The United States expressed hope on 
Thursday that Turkey's border clash with Syria does not 
escalate further, but stood by its NATO ally's right to defend 
itself against aggression spilling over from Syria's internal 
armed conflict. 

The State Department said Turkey's decision to mount 
retaliatory artillery strikes after a Syrian mortar killed five 
civilians in southeastern Turkey on Wednesday was 
appropriate and proportional. 

Pentagon spokesman George Little told reporters, "We 
hope that this doesn't escalate into a broader conflict. We hope 
that the situation de-escalates." 

Little added that the United States put the blame on 
Syrian President Bashar al-Assad's government. "We are 
outraged by the Syrian government's actions along the Turkish 
border. We stand with our Turkish allies," Little added. 

Turkey stepped up retaliatory artillery strikes on a Syrian 
border town on Thursday, killing several Syrian soldiers, 
while its parliament approved further military action in the 
event of further spillover from the Syrian fighting. 

"Our understanding is that the Turks have responded. The 
Turkish Parliament has also given the government the capacity 
to respond again if there are future such violations of Turkish 
sovereignty," State Department spokeswoman Victoria Nuland 
said. 

"From our perspective, the response that Turkey made 
was appropriate, it also was designed to strengthen the 
deterrent effect so that these kinds of things don't happen 
again, and it was proportional," Nuland told reporters. 

Syria apologized through the United Nations on Thursday 
for the mortar fire and said it would not happen again, 
Turkey's Deputy Prime Minister Besir Atalay said. 

The attack was the most serious escalation of tensions 
between the two neighbors since Syrian forces shot down a 
Turkish fighter jet in June. It highlighted the rising risks of a 
broader conflict as Assad's 18-month crackdown on armed 
rebels continues. 

'Flagrant Violations' 
The United States joined other NATO members in 

voicing solidarity with Turkey after Ankara requested an 
emergency late-night meeting to discuss the strike. 

While the U.S.-led Western military alliance called on 
Syria to put an end to "flagrant violations of international 

law," political analysts see little appetite in either the United 
States or NATO for more aggressive action right now. 

"Turkey's allies, beginning with the United States, are 
rhetorically committed to Assad's overthrow, but are not 
committed to the additional steps that Turkey would like to 
see," said Bulent Aliriza, director of the Turkey Project at the 
Center for Strategic and International Studies think tank in 
Washington. 

"The likelihood of Turkey sending troops across the 
border in large numbers seems extremely low," Aliriza added. 
"Turkey finds itself, despite all the words of support, isolated 
and under pressure." 

U.S. officials have underscored that Turkey is a key 
partner as they seek to muster a coordinated international 
response to Syria's crisis, which has transformed from an anti-
government uprising into a sectarian conflict that analysts say 
could destabilize neighboring states. 

Secretary of State Hillary Clinton spoke with her Turkish 
counterpart, Ahmet Davutoglu, on Wednesday and pledged 
U.S. support for Turkey both in NATO and at the U.N. 
Security Council, where Assad's chief ally Russia sought to 
water down a proposed statement condemning the attack. 

The Pentagon said that Defense Secretary Leon Panetta 
has not been in touch with Turkish officials, and neither has 
the top U.S. military officer, General Martin Dempsey. That 
could suggest that the United States is not girding for broader 
military fallout from the border shelling incident. 

"The secretary has not had any contact with Turkish 
officials, but certainly we respect the inherent right of self-
defense displayed by Turkey," Little said. 

Henri Barkey, a Turkey expert at Lehigh University in 
Pennsylvania, said the measured U.S. response is a signal to 
Turkey to stay the course on Syria - although this could prove 
increasingly difficult if the violence continues to spread across 
the two countries' 566-mile border. 

"This incident, if it were to be repeated in the future, is 
only going to increase Turkey's demands on us. They are 
going to say, 'We are being attacked and our allies are doing 
nothing for us,'" Barkey said. 

"I think all of us, not just the Turks, are going to have to 
come up with a new policy that takes into account that this 
civil war in Syria may last another year or so. All of us are 
going to have to adapt," Barkey added. 
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5. U.N. Strongly Condemns Syrian Shelling Of Turkey 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 04 OCT 12) ... Edith M. Lederer 

UNITED NATIONS -- The U.N. Security Council 
overcame deep divisions to unanimously approve a statement 

Thursday condemning Syria's shelling of a Turkish town that 
killed five women and children "in the strongest terms." 
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Council members managed to bridge differences between 
the strong statement demanded by the United States and its 
Western supporters and backed by their NATO ally Turkey, 
and a weaker text pushed by Russia, Syria's most important 
ally, after negotiations that began late Wednesday and 
continued through Thursday. 

In the press statement, which needed approval from all 15 
council members, the U.N.'s most powerful body said the 
incident "highlighted the grave impact the crisis in Syria has 
on the security of its neighbors and on regional peace and 
stability." 

It also extended condolences to the families of the victims 
and to the government and people of Turkey. 

The council demanded an immediate end to such 
violations of international law and called on the Syrian 
government "to fully respect the sovereignty and territorial 
integrity of its neighbors." Russia's agreement that the Syrian 
shelling violated international law was a key concession by 
Moscow. 

The original Western-backed draft, proposed by 
Azerbaijan, condemned the shelling "in the strongest terms" 
and called it a violation of international law. Proposed Russian 
amendments never mentioned any breaches of international 
law, so the inclusion in the final text was a concession by 
Moscow. 

Earlier Thursday, Syria's U.N. envoy said his government 
is not seeking any escalation of violence with Turkey and 
wants to maintain good neighborly relations. 

Ambassador Bashar Ja'afari said the government hasn't 
apologized for the shelling from Syria because it is waiting for 
the outcome of an investigation on the source of the firing. 

He read reporters a letter he delivered to the Security 
Council that sent Syria's "deepest condolences" to the families 
of the victims "and to the friendly and brotherly people of 
Turkey." 

It urged Turkey and its other neighbors to "act wisely, 
rationally and responsibly" and to prevent cross-border 
infiltration of "terrorists and insurgents" and the smuggling of 
arms. 

During Thursday's negotiations on the text when the 
outcome was still in doubt, U.S. Ambassador Susan Rice told 
reporters "we think it's very important that the council speak 
clearly and swiftly to condemn this shelling." 

"This sort of cross-border military activity is very 
destabilizing and must be stopped," she said. 

The border violence has added a dangerous new 
dimension to Syria's civil war, dragging Syria's neighbors 

deeper into a conflict that activists say has already killed 
30,000 people since an uprising against President Bashar 
Assad's regime began in March 2011. 

U.N. Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon expressed alarm 
Thursday at the escalating border tensions and warned that the 
risks of regional conflict and the threat to international peace 
is increasing, U.N. spokesman Martin Nesirky said. 

The U.N. chief called on all parties "to abandon the use of 
violence, exercise maximum restraint and exert all efforts to 
move toward a political solution," he said. 

Nesirky said Lakhdar Brahimi, the U.N.-Arab League 
envoy, has been in contact with Turkish and Syrian officials 
"in order to encourage an easing of tensions." 

Syria's Ja'afari said the "Syrian government is keenly 
interested in maintaining good neighborly relations with 
Turkey." 

"The Syrian government is not seeking any escalation 
with any of its neighbors, including Turkey," he stressed. 

But he said Syria wants to explain to the Turkish people 
that their government's policies supporting the opposition "are 
wrong and have been wrong since the beginning of the crisis." 

Ja'afari said Turkey responded to the incident by 
launching artillery shells into Syria starting at 7 p.m. local 
time Wednesday and stopping at midnight. Turkish troops 
then resumed artillery shelling Thursday morning until 7 a.m., 
injuring two Syrian army officers, he said. 

"Our forces practiced self-restraint and did not respond to 
this Turkish artillery shelling," Ja'afari said. 

The Syrian ambassador said he delivered another letter to 
the Security Council seeking its condemnation of four suicide 
bombings in the country's largest city and commercial capital, 
Aleppo, which killed scores of innocent civilians and took 
place about the same time Wednesday as the cross-border 
shelling. He called them "suicide terrorist attacks." 

Guatemala's U.N. Ambassador Gert Rosenthal, the 
current Security Council president who read the statement on 
Syria, said he is awaiting final approval from all council 
members on another press statement on the Aleppo attacks. 
The deadline for objections is 10:00 a.m. EDT Friday, he said. 

Ja'afari urged the Turkish government to show "the same 
kind of sympathy" to the hundreds of innocent Syrian civilians 
killed in the suicide bombings as the Syrian government 
showed to the Turkish victims. 

Some of the suicide bombers "came through the Turkish-
Syrian border, so things should be balanced," he said. 
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6. Israel Alters Calculus On Tehran Due To Unrest 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 05 OCT 12) ... Joshua Mitnick 

TEL AVIV—Anti-government protests in Iran linked to 
the country's weakening currency have raised hopes in Israel 
that international sanctions are working to undermine Tehran, 
lowering the likelihood of an Israeli strike against Iranian 
nuclear targets in the coming months. 

Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has frequently 
dismissed sanctions as ineffective in slowing Iran's enrichment 
program. But, the unrest that erupted in Tehran on 
Wednesday—which subsided on Thursday—is causing Israeli 
officials to reconsider, analysts and officials said. 

"Everything has changed" since the outbreak of the 
demonstrations on Wednesday, an Israeli official said. "You 
can't say now that the sanctions are having no impact at all. It 
is self-evident.” 

While the sanctions' apparent effectiveness could 
undermine Mr. Netanyahu's emphasis on the need for a 
credible threat of force, a faltering Iranian government would 
nonetheless enable him to take credit for pushing the 
international community for tougher sanctions. 
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The Israeli leader's coalition allies said he is considering 
calling an election as early as February, from the originally 
scheduled October 2013. That would allow him to campaign 
on his hardline Iran position. 

Iran's turmoil is already giving enhanced credence to a 
report by Israel's foreign ministry leaked to an Israeli 
newspaper last week that economic pressure could ignite 
turmoil in Iran similar to that seen in Arab countries around 
the region. 

On Thursday, Israeli Foreign Minister Avigdor 
Lieberman, known as a hard-liner on national security, said 
that Iran was seeing the first buds of a "Persian Spring," and 
that Israel has an interest in lobbying the international 
community to encourage regime change by bolstering internal 
opposition groups. 

Last week, before the unrest broke out, Mr. Lieberman 
predicted the spread of Arab Springlike unrest in Iran. 

"I have no doubt that the Iranian regime is approaching a 
critical moment,” he said in an interview on Thursday with 
Israel Army Radio. "The big question is what will come first: 
the development of a nuclear weapon, or the Persian 
Spring…We have to be ready for both options.” 

Mr. Netanyahu has been lobbying the White House to set 
a red line that would trigger military action against the country 

in an effort to convince Tehran to abandon progress toward 
what the U.S. and Israel believe is nuclear weapon. 

Last week, the Israeli leader said in an address to the 
United Nations General Assembly that such a red line should 
set before Iran accumulates 90% of the uranium needed for a 
bomb—a milestone he predicted would be reached by next 
spring or summer. The U.N. speech prompted diplomats and 
experts to conclude that an Israeli military attack on Iran 
before mid-2013 was already unlikely. 

A Netanyahu spokesman declined to comment. 
The current unrest in Iran is likely to give more 

momentum to efforts by Western countries to increase 
sanctions on Iran, while reducing even further the likelihood 
of an Israeli attack. Meir Dagan, Israel's former top spymaster, 
and other top foreign affairs officials have argued that a strike 
on Iran would strengthen domestic support for the regime and 
its nuclear program. 

"I don't know if there will be a Persian Spring, but the fact 
that the Iranian government is under pressure, that is a sign 
that the sanctions are having an impact," said Meir Javedanfar, 
an Iran expert at the Herzliya Interdisciplinary Center. "The 
legitimacy of the calls for immediate military action will be 
reduced by the recent events." 
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AFGHANISTAN: 
7. Karzai Accuses U.S. Of Duplicity In Fighting Afghan Enemies 
(NEW YORK TIMES 05 OCT 12) ... Alissa J. Rubin and Habib Zahori 

KABUL, Afghanistan — The Afghan president, Hamid 
Karzai, on Thursday accused the United States of playing a 
“double game” by fighting a war against Afghan insurgents 
rather than their backers in Pakistan, and by refusing to supply 
his country with the weapons it needs to fight enemies across 
the border. He threatened to turn to China, India and Russia 
for those arms. 

He also accused the Western news media of trying to 
undermine the confidence of the Afghan people by publishing 
articles suggesting that a civil war and economic collapse 
might follow the departure of NATO troops at the end of 
2014. However, he also promised, using his strongest words to 
date, that he would step down from the presidency and that 
there would be an election. 

“No circumstance, no foreign propaganda or intervention 
and no insecurity can prevent the election from happening,” 
Mr. Karzai said at a news conference. It was the second time 
in recent days that Mr. Karzai had sounded angry and resentful 
over the policies of his American partners, and his comments 
Thursday were among his most pointedly critical in recent 
years, Afghan analysts said, suggesting that the always rocky 
relationship between the countries is hitting a new low. Mr. 
Karzai touched on a number of similar points in an interview 
with the CBS program “60 Minutes” on Sunday. 

“NATO and Afghanistan should fight this war where 
terrorism stems from,” Mr. Karzai said on Thursday, alluding 
to the havens in Pakistan where the Taliban take refuge. “But 
the United States is not ready to go and fight the terrorists 
there. This shows a double game. They say one thing and do 
something else. 

“If this war is against insurgency, then it is an Afghan and 
internal issue, then why are you here? Let us take care of it. 

“But if you are here to fight terrorism, then you should go 
to where their safe havens are and where terrorism is financed 
and manufactured,” he said. 

He also expressed frustration about the lack of 
sophisticated weapons from NATO countries, saying, “Are we 
going to wait and do nothing, or should we buy them from 
Russia, China, India or other countries?” 

The relationship between Afghanistan and the United 
States has been on a downward slide since midsummer, 
shortly after a conference in Tokyo at which Western 
countries pledged $16 billion to support Afghanistan through 
2015. 

Ambassador Ryan C. Crocker, with whom Mr. Karzai had 
built a strong relationship, left for health reasons. His 
replacement, James Cunningham, lacks the same history with 
the Afghan leader. Gen. John R. Allen, the NATO commander 
as well as the American commander for Afghanistan, also 
does not have an especially close relationship with Mr. Karzai, 
although the two talk regularly. 

In August, a tense and unpleasant dispute began between 
the countries over the terms for handing over Afghan prisoners 
at the American-run detention facility in Parwan. With most 
prisoners handed over, the Americans halted the remaining 
transfers in September after indications that the Afghans might 
release some of the most dangerous ones. The Afghans were 
furious and charged the Americans with breaking the terms of 
a memorandum of understanding on the handover. It took a 
lengthy phone call by President Obama to Mr. Karzai to get 
discussions back on track. 
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Then, eight Afghan women were killed in American-led 
airstrikes as they collected firewood in a remote area of 
eastern Afghanistan. At the same time, the frequency of 
insider killings of Western troops by Afghan security forces 
was undermining the relationship between the American and 
Afghan soldiers on the ground. 

These developments, along with a lack of clarity about 
American policy after the November presidential election, 
appear to have enraged Mr. Karzai. 

His remarks Thursday suggest that he is not sure whether 
he can count on the Americans, analysts said, and he is trying 
to leverage some commitment from the United States 
regarding Afghanistan’s future. 

“He is tremendously confused about our interests and 
priorities,” Stephen Biddle, a professor of defense studies at 
George Washington University, said in a telephone interview. 

“Sometimes it sounds like Karzai thinks we want Afghanistan 
as a kind of aircraft carrier in Central Asia to use to attack our 
enemies in the region. 

“He doesn’t have a very clear picture of what we are after, 
so he flops around between various fairly extreme ideas of 
American interest, because what he has seen from us is so 
inconsistent.” 

Afghan analysts emphasized that Mr. Karzai was 
speaking to Afghans and trying to reassure them that he was 
not a tool of the Americans and Europeans, even though they 
still hold the country’s purse strings. 

“By lashing out at the West and the U.S., the president is 
trying to send a message to the people of Afghanistan that he 
is not a puppet of the West,” said Khalil Roman, an analyst 
based in Kabul. 
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ASIA – PACIFIC: 
8. Fight Over Rocky Islets Opens Old Wounds Between South Korea And Japan 
(NEW YORK TIMES 05 OCT 12) ... Choe Sang-Hun 

DOKDO/TAKESHIMA — As they do on any fine-
weather day, ferries on Thursday disgorged hundreds of South 
Korean tourists at these desolate islets. Some charged onto a 
wharf, waving the national flag and shouting “Daehanminguk 
manse!” — “Long live the Republic of Korea!” Others 
unfurled a “Dokdo is our territory” banner and snapped group 
photographs. 

The visitors were part of the flood of tourists who have 
visited this year — 153,000 and counting — amid a flare-up 
of long-simmering tensions over the islets, which are 
administered by South Korea but also claimed by Japan. 

There is little for tourists to do here except express their 
sentiments. The islets are treeless volcanic outcroppings where 
the wind sometimes blows so strongly that the few residents 
fortify their windows with duct tape and spend their time 
dodging bird droppings during the spring migration of gulls. 
The outcroppings would, in fact, probably be an afterthought 
if not for the territorial dispute, which centers as much on 
Japan and South Korea’s fraught history as it does on claims 
of the rich fisheries nearby. 

The territorial debate over the islets, known as Dokdo in 
South Korea and Takeshima in Japan, is one of several 
simmering in Asia that some analysts fear could lead to 
hostilities, many of them tied to China’s rise and its 
increasingly assertive claims to territory in the South China 
Sea. But experts say the increasingly shrill disputes between 
Japan and its East Asian neighbors, including China and South 
Korea, are potentially more explosive because the animosity is 
rooted in good part in anger over Japan’s brutal dominance of 
both countries decades ago rather than solely in a fight for 
natural resources. 

On Dokdo/Takeshima, such anger is palpable. 
Kim Seong-do, one of only two South Koreans who live 

here but do not work for the government — the other is his 
wife — is perhaps more animated than most on the subject, 
but strong feelings over the islets are widespread. 

“If the Japanese come to take this place by force,” said 
Mr. Kim, 73, “I say ‘Give me a rifle.’“ 

South Korea’s leaders have generally tried to keep quiet 
about the islets, assuming that any discussion would play into 
Japan’s hands. But in recent years, the government has been 
more aggressive in staking its claim. 

In August, President Lee Myung-bak became the first 
South Korean president to visit. That trip — and his 
subsequent suggestion that the Japanese emperor did not need 
to travel to South Korea unless he apologized unequivocally 
for Japan’s colonial rule of the Korean Peninsula — set off an 
unusually strong reaction in Japan, where a weak government 
has been pushed by a small but vocal group of nationalists to 
take a stronger stand on territorial disputes. 

Last month, the South Korean government opened a small 
Dokdo museum in Seoul that displays documents and ancient 
maps that the government says uphold its claims to the islets. 

The South Korean government continued its public 
relations campaign on Thursday, agreeing to fly reporters for 
Western publications to the islets and allowing rare access to 
the armed police officers who guard against intrusions by 
Japan. 

The government PowerPoint presentation included a well-
known song in South Korea that says in part, “Hi, Dokdo, did 
you sleep well last night?” 

The nationalistic sniping between two of Washington’s 
crucial allies over these specks of land serves as a reminder of 
the trouble that the United States faces as it tries to “pivot” 
back to Asia. The standoff contributed to South Korea’s 
decision to back out of an agreement, supported by the United 
States, to share military intelligence with Japan. 

Some historians and security analysts say Washington is 
partly responsible for the troubles. 

Japan says it reconfirmed its sovereignty over the islets in 
1905 when it incorporated them into one of its prefectures. But 
South Korea sees that move as part of Japan’s forced 
annexation of the Korean Peninsula, which was completed in 
1910. 

While leading the negotiations to redefine Japan’s 
territory after World War II, Washington did not clarify who 
owned the islets. After the so-called San Francisco Treaty, 
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which set the terms of Japan’s surrender, went into force in 
1952, South Korea declared the islets as its own, and since 
1954 it has kept a police contingent there. 

The redistribution of the Japanese Empire after its defeat 
was “part and parcel of today’s problem,” said Alexis Dudden, 
a history professor at the University of Connecticut. 

The cold war tamped down the disputes. But now, Ms. 
Dudden said, the region’s territorial fights have become 
“perfect for competing narratives about the war, which is 
precisely why increasingly younger generations with no 
wartime or colonial experience themselves are able to use 
them for the purposes of stories they wish to tell.” 

Over the years, South Korea has responded to Japan’s 
recurring claim by adding a wharf, a helipad, a generator, 
solar-energy panels and a tank that transforms the sea into 
drinking water. The government also gave street names to the 
steep stairways zigzagging the cliffs, and so far over 2,100 
South Koreans have registered as Dokdo residents though they 
do not live here. 

On Thursday, the Taepyeongyang No. 7, a 4,000-ton 
police patrol boat, prowled the waters around the islets, 

keeping watch for a Japanese Coast Guard ship that circles 
once every four days or so, sailing in international waters. 

“It’s not supposed to come within 12 miles of Dokdo,” 
said the Taepyeongyang’s captain, Superintendent Chung 
Myong-ho. “If it does, we will warn it and then ram it, or 
worse. But so far nothing like that has happened.” 

Despite the many hardships of living here, it has become 
a sacred duty among many young South Koreans to defend the 
islets from what Senior Inspector Lee Kwang-sup, commander 
of the police contingent, calls a “mean, vulgar and unrepentant 
nation” across the sea. Twenty to thirty times more police 
recruits than the government-set quota volunteer to serve here. 

Kwon Se-hyon, 19, is one of those who secured the 
posting. Mr. Kwon is a college student who grew up loving 
Japanese comic strips and animated cartoons and believing 
that Koreans have a lot to learn from Japan. Still, in April, he 
joined 150 police recruits competing for seven open slots on 
Dokdo, where 45 officers are stationed. 

“I didn’t want to miss this very special opportunity for a 
Korean man,” he said. 
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9. U.S. Marines Fly Ospreys From Futenma Base For 2nd Straight Day 
(KYODO NEWS 05 OCT 12) 

NAHA, Japan -- The U.S. Marine Corps flew two MV-22 
Osprey transport aircraft from its Futenma Air Station in 
Okinawa Prefecture for the second straight day Friday, amid 
mounting local opposition to the deployment of the vertical 
takeoff and landing planes. 

Meanwhile, at the Marines' Iwakuni base in Yamaguchi 
Prefecture, the last Osprey tilt-rotor plane that had yet to make 
a test flight began flying. 

At the Futenma base located in a densely populated area 
in the city of Ginowan, Okinawa, the two planes took off at 
around 8:25 a.m. Friday and flew north. They returned to the 
base at around 10:25 a.m. 

One of the two Ospreys landed at an auxiliary airfield in 
the village of Ie on Ie Island off Okinawa's main island by 9 
a.m., before conducting some training maneuvers, village 
government officials said. 

On Thursday, two Osprey aircraft deployed at the 
Futenma base made test flights and as did one of the three 
aircraft remaining at the Marines' Iwakuni Air Station. 

Okinawa Gov. Hirokazu Nakaima, who has criticized the 
U.S. and Japanese governments for ignoring residents' concern 
about the aircraft's safety record, is expected to meet Japanese 
Prime Minister Yoshihiko Noda on Tuesday at the earliest and 
call for the withdrawal of the deployment of the Osprey 
aircraft. 

About 50 residents rallied in front of a gate to the 
Futenma base Friday morning and shouted against the 
deployment of the Osprey aircraft. 

The Marines brought in 12 Osprey aircraft to the Iwakuni 
base in July, six of which flew to Okinawa for deployment on 
Monday with three more following the next day. Three remain 
at the Iwakuni base. 

In Tokyo, Japanese Defense Minister Satoshi Morimoto 
told a news conference Friday that the three remaining Osprey 

aircraft are expected to fly to the Futenma base as early as 
Friday afternoon. 

Separately, Japanese Foreign Minister Koichiro Gemba 
told reporters that the government has renewed its call for the 
United States to ascertain the aircraft's safety. 

At the prime minister's office in the capital, related 
Cabinet ministers held a meeting to discuss measures 
involving Okinawa, such as base issues and economic 
development. 

Among the ministers were Deputy Prime Minister 
Katsuya Okada, Foreign Minister Gemba, Defense Minister 
Morimoto, Chief Cabinet Secretary Osamu Fujimura, Finance 
Minister Koriki Jojima and Internal Affairs and 
Communications Minister Shinji Tarutoko, who is in charge of 
Okinawa issues. 

The ministers were believed to have discussed responses 
to local governments in Okinawa Prefecture that are opposed 
to the deployment of the Osprey aircraft at the Futenma base. 

Residents and local government officials in Okinawa 
Prefecture are strongly worried about the Osprey aircraft's 
safety issues following a series of crashes involving the 
aircraft in Florida and Morocco earlier this year. 

In addition, another Osprey made an emergency landing 
in North Carolina in September, adding to their worries about 
the deployment at the Futenma base. 

The U.S. Marines plan to deploy a total of 24 Ospreys, 
which take off and land like helicopters and cruise like fixed-
wing aircraft, at the Futenma base by 2014 to replace aging 
CH-46 helicopters. 

The Marines also plan to use the Osprey aircraft in assault 
landing drills in cooperation with infantry and artillery units. 
They also plan to send the aircraft to three of Japan's four 
main islands -- Honshu, Kyushu and Shikoku -- for low-
altitude flight training. 

Return to Index 
 



 13

10. First Marine Deployment To Australia Generally Positive, Study Shows 
(STARS AND STRIPES 05 OCT 12) ... Travis J. Tritten 

CAMP FOSTER, Okinawa — Australia says the first 
Marines deployed to Darwin this year were good guests and 
helped the local economy but that some public anxieties 
remain over the new U.S. presence. 

Overall, the deployment of 250 Marines between April 
and September had almost no negative effects on the city, 
while local businesses reaped $1.8 million in new spending. 
But residents told the Australian government they worry about 
the impact on relations with China and possible sexual 
assaults, according to social and economic studies published 
by the Australian defense department Thursday. 

The U.S. signed a landmark agreement with Australia last 
year to begin deploying Marines to joint military facilities in 
Darwin as part of a major military pivot into the Asia-Pacific 
region. The number of servicemembers is expected to increase 
from hundreds this year to about 2,500 by around 2016. 

“I acknowledge the professionalism and good conduct 
displayed by the first rotation of Marines,” Warren Snowdon, 
the Australian minister of defense science and personnel who 
oversaw the studies, said in a statement. “It is in line with the 
high standards expected of the United States Marine Corps 
and is consistent with the findings of the social assessment.” 

The unaccompanied Marines stayed at Australian military 
facilities at Robertson Barracks and trained with their military 
counterparts during the six-month deployment. Such smaller 
deployments will continue through 2013 before eventually 
increasing to include a full Marine air-ground task force. 

The impact of the initial deployment on the quality of life 
for Darwin residents was “minimal or even negligible,” the 
Australian defense department found. 

“There will be a small and positive increase in economic 
activity in the Northern Territory caused by the temporary 
addition of the initial U.S. Marine Corps rotational presence,” 
according to the studies. 

Direct spending related to the deployment is estimated at 
$1.8 million this year, increasing to about $2.3 million in 
2013, when two six-month deployments are scheduled. 

But Australians continue to debate how to deal with 
China in light of the closer relationship with the U.S. military 
and growing regional tensions. 

The studies found “frequent speculation among the 
Northern Territory stakeholders about the possible effect of 
the initial rotational presence antagonizing major players in 
Southeast Asia, and whether the U.S. intent to increase its 
military presence in the region is in response to China’s 
growing power.” 

In Darwin, the possibility of sexual assaults by 
servicemembers is also a concern, according to the findings. 
Such incidents, although rare, have often raised tensions in 
other countries where the U.S. maintains troops, such as Japan 
and South Korea. 

“This is an emotive issue in the Northern Territory and 
one frequently in the public consciousness because of a 
slightly higher rate of sexual assault there than in the overall 
Australian population,” the studies said. 
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AFRICA: 
11. Private Army Formed To Fight Somali Pirates Leaves Troubled Legacy 
(NEW YORK TIMES 05 OCT 12) ... Mark Mazzetti and Eric Schmitt 

WASHINGTON — It seemed like a simple idea: In the 
chaos that is Somalia, create a sophisticated, highly trained 
fighting force that could finally defeat the pirates terrorizing 
the shipping lanes off the Somali coast. 

But the creation of the Puntland Maritime Police Force 
was anything but simple. It involved dozens of South African 
mercenaries and the shadowy security firm that employed 
them, millions of dollars in secret payments by the United 
Arab Emirates, a former clandestine officer with the Central 
Intelligence Agency, and Erik Prince, the billionaire former 
head of Blackwater Worldwide who was residing at the time 
in the emirates. 

And its fate makes the story of the pirate hunters for hire a 
case study in the inherent dangers in the outsourced wars in 
Somalia, where the United States and other countries have 
relied on proxy forces and armed private contractors to battle 
pirates and, increasingly, Islamic militants. 

That strategy has had some success, including a recent 
offensive by Kenyan and African Union troops to push the 
militant group Al Shabab from its stronghold in the port city 
of Kismayu. 

But with the antipiracy army now abandoned by its 
sponsors, the hundreds of half-trained and well-armed 
members of the Puntland Maritime Police Force have been left 

to fend for themselves at a desert camp carved out of the sand, 
perhaps to join up with the pirates or Qaeda-linked militants or 
to sell themselves to the highest bidder in Somalia’s clan wars 
— yet another dangerous element in the Somali mix. 

A United Nations investigative group described the effort 
by a companie based in Dubai called Sterling Corporate 
Services to create the force as a “brazen, large-scale and 
protracted violation” of the arms embargo in place on 
Somalia, and has tried to document a number of grisly cases in 
which Somali trainees were beaten and even killed. In one 
case in October 2010, according to the United Nations group, 
a trainee was hogtied with his arms and feet bound behind his 
back and beaten. The group said the trainee had died from his 
injuries, an accusation disputed by the company. 

Sterling has portrayed its operation as a bold private-
sector attempt to battle the scourge of piracy where 
governments were failing. Lafras Luitingh, a senior manager 
for the project, described the October 2010 occurrence as a 
case of “Somali-on-Somali violence” that was not indicative 
of the overall training program. He said that the trainee had 
recovered from his injuries, and that “the allegations reflect 
not the professional training that occurred but the fact that 
professional training was needed,” he said. 
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A lawyer for the company, Stephen Heifetz, wrote an 
official response to the United Nations report, calling it “a 
collection of unsubstantiated and often false innuendo 
assembled by a group with extreme views regarding 
participants in Somali politics.” 

Sterling officials have pointed out that in March, a United 
Nations counterpiracy organization — a separate entity from 
the investigative group that criticized Sterling — praised the 
semiautonomous Somali region of Puntland for creating the 
program. Moreover, the company argues, Somalia already is a 
playground for clandestine operations, with the C.I.A. now in 
the midst of an extensive effort to arm and equip Somali spies. 
Why, they ask, is Sterling Corporate Services singled out for 
criticism? 

Concerned about the impact of piracy on commercial 
shipping in the Middle East, the United Arab Emirates has 
sought to take the lead in battling Somali pirates, both overtly 
and in secret by bankrolling operations like Sterling’s. 

American officials have said publicly that they never 
endorsed the creation of the private army, but it is unclear if 
Sterling had tacit support from parts of the United States 
government. For instance, the investigative group reported in 
July that the counterpiracy force shared some of the same 
facilities as the Puntland Intelligence Service, a spy 
organization answering to Puntland’s president, Abdirahman 
Farole, that has been trained by C.I.A. officers and contractors 
for more than a decade. 

With the South African trainers gone, the African Union 
has turned to a different security contractor, Bancroft Global 
Development, based in Washington, to assess whether the 
pirate hunters in Puntland can be assimilated into the stew of 
other security forces in Somalia sanctioned both by the United 
States and the African Union. Among those groups are a 
10,000-man Somali national army and troops of Somalia’s 
National Security Agency, based in Mogadishu, which is 
closely allied with the C.I.A. 

Michael Stock, Bancroft’s president, said a team of his 
that recently visited the camp where the Puntland force is 
based witnessed something out of the Wild West: nearly 500 
soldiers who had gone weeks without pay wandering the main 
compound and two other small camps, an armory of weapons 
amassed over two years at their disposal. 

Although the force is far from the 1,000-man elite unit 
with helicopters and airplanes described in the United Nations 
report, Mr. Stock and independent analysts said the Puntland 
soldiers still posed a potential threat to the region if left 
unchecked. 

“Sterling is leaving behind an unpaid but well-armed 
security force in Puntland,” said Andre Le Sage, a senior 
research fellow who specializes in Africa at the National 
Defense University in Washington. “It’s important to find a 
way to make them part of a regular force or to disarm them 
and take control of them. If that’s not done, it could make 
things worse.” 

Mr. Stock, whose company trains soldiers from Uganda 
and Burundi for counterinsurgency missions in Somalia under 
the African Union banner, said Bancroft would not take over 
Sterling’s counterpiracy mission. 

The Sterling operation was shrouded in a degree of 
secrecy from the time Mr. Luitingh and a small group of South 
Africans traveling in a private plane first touched down in 

Bosasso, Puntland’s capital, in 2010. The men worked for 
Saracen International, a South African private military firm 
hired by the emirates and composed of several former 
members of the Civil Cooperation Bureau, the feared 
paramilitary squad during the apartheid era. 

The following year, after The New York Times wrote 
about the operation, Saracen hired a prominent Washington 
law firm to advocate for the mission at the State Department 
and the Pentagon, and a rebranding campaign began. A new 
company, Sterling Corporate Services, was created in Dubai to 
oversee the training in Puntland. It was an attempt to put 
distance between the Somalia operations and Saracen’s 
apartheid-era past, but some of the officers of the two 
companies were the same. 

Two well-connected Americans were also involved in the 
project. Michael Shanklin, a former C.I.A. station chief in 
Mogadishu, was hired to tap a network of contacts both in 
Washington and East Africa to build support for the 
counterpiracy force. More significant was the role of Mr. 
Prince, who had become an informal adviser to the crown 
prince of Abu Dhabi, Sheik Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan. 
Former company employees said Mr. Prince made several 
trips to the Puntland camp to oversee the counterpiracy 
training. 

At the time, Mr. Prince was also involved in a project to 
train Colombian mercenaries at a desert camp in the emirates 
to carry out missions at the behest of the Emirati government. 

But the emirates’ refusal to publicly acknowledge their 
role in the operation, or to make a formal case to the United 
Nations Security Council to receive permission to build the 
army under the terms of the Somalia arms embargo, drew the 
ire of United Nations arms monitors, who repeatedly pressed 
the emirates to shut down the mission. 

Lawyers for Sterling gave extensive briefings on the 
program to the State Department, the Pentagon and various 
United Nations agencies dealing with piracy. 

Yousef Al Otaiba, the emirates’ ambassador to 
Washington, declined to comment for this article. 

American officials said they had urged Sterling’s lawyers, 
from the firm of Steptoe & Johnson, to have the operation 
approved by the Security Council. Mr. Heifetz, the company’s 
lawyer, said Puntland and other Somali authorities did receive 
permission to build the police force. A spokeswoman for the 
State Department said the United States government never 
approved Sterling’s activities. 

“We share the monitoring group’s concerns about the lack 
of transparency regarding the Saracen and Sterling Corporate 
Services’ train-and-equip program for the Puntland Maritime 
Police Force, as well as the abuses alleged to have occurred 
during the training,” said Hilary Renner, a State Department 
spokeswoman, referring to the United Nations Monitoring 
Group on Somalia and Eritrea, the investigative arm. 

For Sterling, the beginning of the end came in April, 
when one of the South Africa trainers, Lodewyk Pieterson, 
was shot dead by one of the Somali men he had been training 
to chase pirates. Sterling said in a statement that the death was 
an isolated occurrence and that the trainee accused in the 
killing had been arrested. “The murder was an aberrational 
incident involving a particular trainee who was not well 
suited” to the police force, the statement said. After the death, 
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it said, Sterling tightened its screening of applicants for the 
Puntland force. 

But there would be no need for that. By the end of June, 
Sterling whisked the rest of its trainers and their equipment 
out of the country, and the Puntland force was left on its own. 
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PERSONNEL: 
12. Vice Admiral Michelle Howard First African American Woman To Reach Rank Of Three-Star 

Officer 
(WJLA ABC WASHINGTON 03 OCT 12) ... Maureen Bunyan 

A trailblazer her entire Naval career, Vice Adm. Michelle 
Howard has become the first African American woman in the 
U.S. armed forces to reach the rank of a three-star officer. 

"It says a lot about where this country has come," said 
admiral Howard, in her perfectly-pressed khaki uniform, three 
silver stars perched on each shoulder. 

But climbing the Navy's ladder of success meant this 
Sailor was in for occasional rough seas. 

"I think like in most occupations, there's been times where 
there were individuals who didn't want me there or wanted to 
undermine what I was trying to do," she said. 

Refusing to be knocked off course, Howard navigated her 
way to becoming second-in-charge at U.S. Fleet Forces 
Command in Norfolk, Virginia. At her office there, admiral 
Howard sat down for an exclusive interview with ABC7 
News. 

"If it is from the Arctic to the Gulf of Mexico, if it's under 
the water, on the water or flies, it's ours," she explained. 

Howard, a graduate of the U.S. Naval Academy in 
Annapolis, Maryland, has been front and center for many 
crisis. 

"I was in the Pentagon when the plane hit." 
On September 11, 2001 Howard was working in the 

Pentagon for the chairman of the joint chiefs of staff. 
"You could see the smoke coming off the building. I was 

just angry, over the top angry. I wanted to be able to defend 
myself, wanted to be able to defend my nation," she said. 

That steely resolve has helped Howard break down 
several barriers in the Navy. 

In 1999 she became the first African American woman to 
command an American warship, the accomplishment Howard 
says she is most proud of. 

In 2009 Howard was the first African American woman 
to command an expeditionary strike group, fighting pirates in 
the Arabian Sea. 

Just three days into that historic role, Somali pirates 
hijacked the American cargo ship, the Maersk Alabama, and 
took the captain hostage in one of the ship's covered life boats. 

"The first thing we needed to do was try to stop that life 
raft from getting to shore." 

As the world watched, admiral Howard devised a plan 
using ships, aircraft and a large team of military personnel. 

"Everyone was focused on trying to rescue this one 
American citizen," said Howard. 

The five day standoff ended when Navy SEAL snipers 
opened fire on the life boat, simultaneously killing all three 
pirates and saving captain Richard Phillips. 

"Oh a cheer," beamed Howard, "Yes! We've got him. He's 
ok. We've got him!" 

Celebrating the victories, admiral Howard also keeps a 
close eye on brewing threats. 

"I seem to remain steadfastly fixed on North Korea and 
the potential for instability there and Iran and the instability 
associated with that country." 

As for the admiral's hopes, she said, "20 years from now 
we're going to see a woman CO of a submarine. I hope they 
invite me back for that." With a wide smile, Howard added, "I 
would love to see that." 

View Clip (RT: 2:40) 
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13. Navy Air Forces Get New Commander 
(KSWB FOX SAN DIEGO 04 OCT 12) 

CORONADO, Calif. -- The Navy has a new leader of its 
air arm, following a change-of-command ceremony at the 
North Island Naval Air Station on Thursday. 

Vice Adm. David Buss relieved Vice Adm. Allen Myers, 
who is moving to the Pentagon to be deputy chief of naval 
operations for integration of capabilities and resources. 

Buss, who graduated with distinction from the United 
States Naval Academy in 1978, has the dual job of 
commander of Naval Air Forces and commander of the U.S. 
Pacific Fleet's naval air forces, both based at North Island. 

The Lancaster, Pa., native was most recently the deputy 
commander of U.S. Fleet Forces in Norfolk, Va. 

Buss completed his initial flight training in 1979 on the 
A-6 Intruder. His early flying assignments included aircraft 
carrier-based squadron tours aboard the USS Dwight D. 

Eisenhower, the USS Nimitz and the USS Theodore 
Roosevelt. 

He commanded the USS Sacramento, a combat support 
ship, during the opening stages of Operation Enduring 
Freedom following the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist attacks. He 
then commanded the aircraft carrier USS John C. Stennis from 
2003 to 2006 and the aircraft carrier USS Enterprise Strike 
Group from 2009 to 2010. 

Buss also served 14 months in Baghdad as director of 
strategy, planning and assessment for Gens. David Petraeus 
and Ray Odierno. 

Prior to coming to San Diego, the northern Virginia native 
was a director of warfare integration and an air warfare 
division in Washington, D.C. He also commanded Carrier 
Strike Group Eight, Expeditionary Strike Force 5th Fleet and 
the Eisenhower Carrier Strike Group during an extended 
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deployment in support of Operations Iraqi Freedom and 
Enduring Freedom in 2006 and 2007. 

Earlier in his career, Myers commanded Fighter Squadron 
32, flying F-14 Tomcats based on the Eisenhower while 
deployed to Bosnia and the Persian Gulf. 
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MARINE CORPS: 
14. USMC General Details Training Changes 
(DEFENSE NEWS 04 OCT 12) ... Gina Harris 

MARINE CORPS BASE QUANTICO, Va. — Marines 
are about to see a lot of changes in their training as the Corps 
shifts from steady combat in Afghanistan to new missions 
focused on U.S. interests in the Asia-Pacific region. 

There are plans to revamp pre-deployment workups, 
reinvigorate jungle warfare training and develop broader 
cultural expertise in this vast, diverse and dynamic part of the 
world. Lessons learned during the past decade will 
undoubtedly play a role in determining how these programs 
evolve, said Maj. Gen. Tom Murray, the head of Training and 
Education Command, but with budgets and people stretched, 
TECOM must look closely at cost and benefit — that is, how 
the Corps will get the best return on investment. 

Meanwhile, TECOM is looking at shaking up the 
experience recruits get at boot camp and re-examining its 
approach to ethics training, the general said. The related 
efforts are meant to address some troubling cultural issues that 
have taken root within the Corps. 

Murray met with Marine Corps Times here in September. 
Excerpts from the interview, edited for space and clarity: 

Q. Among the changes TECOM has looked at over the 
past two years, what’s been the most significant to 
implement? 

A. The biggest one is the [Marine air-ground task force] 
training program for the future. It all stems from the fact that 
the whole environment is changing. We’ve been here before 
as a Marine Corps, but we’re here again. We’re seeing a major 
evolution with 10 years of combat drawing down. We also 
have financial restrictions that are going to be put on us and 
also in manpower. So from a training and education 
standpoint, we’re trying to look at all of that. 

Q. So what will MAGTF training look like going 
forward? 

A. We’re doing the last Enhanced Mojave Viper pre-
deployment training right now at Twentynine Palms, Calif. 
We used to have the [combined arms exercises] about 10 years 
ago before we instituted Mojave Viper, so we’re looking at 
kind of a hybrid of the two going forward. We have it in two 
pieces: ITX, which is an integrated training exercise, and then 
LSE, which is a large-scale exercise. 

The ITXs will be for the battalion, squadron and logistics 
unit level where they will come out, we’ll provide them some 
time to train as an individual unit, as a squadron and as a 
battalion. Then we’ll also bring that together and integrate all 
of the pieces of the MAGTF. We’re looking to do five of those 
each year. 

Then the LSE is for the command elements. That’s a large 
scale exercise, and we’ll do two of those per year. That will be 
focused on the [Marine expeditionary brigade] or the [Marine 
expeditionary force] staffs. 

Q. What are the biggest lessons learned over the last 
decade in regard to pre-deployment training? 

A. I think one of the biggest things we learned is that 
there are no more front lines like there used to be. We found 
that it was very often corporals and sergeants dealing with 
local populations and governance, making decisions that could 
have strategic implications. In the past, that would’ve been a 
battalion or company commander. That’s why we’ve gone to 
increase the [professional military education] and change the 
curriculum. We’ve changed the way we think about things. 

Q. Where is cultural training headed next? 
A. That’s a challenge because we don’t know where the 

next environment will be. So how do we give people the 
basics that they know enough about culture and how to think 
through problems but not be country-specific? We are 
focusing toward Asia-Pacific because we’ve been told to do 
that, but our culture and language training is going to be 
balanced … and basically every Marine is going to participate 
in it. 

It’s called Regional, Cultural and Language 
Familiarization, and they will pick or be assigned a region, a 
culture and a language that they are going to learn throughout 
the rest of their career, with certain milestones they’ll have to 
pass to be eligible for future promotion. 

We found over the past 10 years that the cultural piece is 
probably more important than the language, because even if 
you can speak the language, if you don’t understand the 
culture, you can get yourself into a lot of trouble. 

Q. Will certain countries have a heavier emphasis than 
others? 

A. There are 17 different regions. There will probably be 
a little bit more of an emphasis on Asia-Pacific, but we do 
want to maintain a balance. A person whose region is Asia-
Pacific, culture is Chinese and language is Mandarin, it won’t 
stop him from deploying on an East Coast [Marine 
expeditionary unit]. It’s about having a balance and a mix. 

Q. The commandant recently discussed an overhaul of 
jungle warfare training. What is being considered? 

A. We’ve kind of been thinking about this for a while. 
There’s the training center on Okinawa, Japan. But it’s not 
anything like what the Mountain Warfare Training Center is 
for mountain training or cold-weather training because it’s not 
a service school right now. 

The commandant wants us to look at a service-level 
jungle warfare training center on the model of the Mountain 
Warfare Training Center up at Pickel Meadows in California. 
So who is it that we’ll put through this training? Is it forces 
that are going out to Asia-Pacific? Or could it be anyone? 

[At] the Mountain Warfare Training Center we train in 
mountain climbing, we train in cold weather, but it’s not all 
that school’s about. It’s about small-unit leader training. In the 
future, it will be a venue where people will work in those 
ITXs, so they might be at [different training locations]. So it’s 
really more than just mountain and cold weather. And as we 
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develop the jungle warfare training center, it’ll be the same 
thing. 

We are also looking at costs because if we were going to 
take forces from the U.S. that aren’t on their way to deploy to 
the Pacific, it would cost a heck of a lot to get a unit over there 
to go through jungle warfare training and then come back. 

So is there somewhere here in the western hemisphere 
where we can do it as well? Do we want one, do we want the 
other? But we are going to — within a reasonable amount of 
time — develop a service-level jungle warfare training center 
if that’s what the commandant decides. 

Q. So there could be multiple training centers? 
A. Yes, we’re looking at all of that. We’re looking at the 

most efficient and cost-effective way to train now — for using 
a jungle environment, but to do all the small-unit leader 
training as well. 

Q. TECOM also is looking at boot camp. A review 
board met in September to talk about curriculum changes. 
What’s being considered there? 

A. There’s a lot that we’re going to beef up within the 
curriculum at the depots — the sexual assault prevention, 
readiness training, we’re getting at the hazing, the Marine total 
fitness package, resiliency, combat stress, and then a thing 
called mission command that has become very big in the joint 
world recently. That’s where all up and down the chain of 
command, people understand the commander’s intent. We are 
nurturing an environment where understanding turns into trust 
and then empowerment. That way you don’t have to ask 
questions, you understand what the mission is, where you 
want to end up and how the commander wants to do it. 

We also want to get at the idea of diversity and what has 
been done for the Marine Corps by the diverse cultures that 
have joined it. 

We’re also looking at changing around the instructors 
some. We only train female Marines at Parris Island, S.C., but 
what we want to do is put women in positions of leadership. 
So whether its instructors or sergeants major … our recruits — 
male and female — see a mix of male and female figureheads, 
authority figures. 

Q. What about ethics training? The commandant has 
toured the Corps discussing this, and there was a 

servicewide ethics standdown. How will ethics become part 
of sustained training for Marines? 

A. It’s ethics but also the issues we’re having with sexual 
assault, hazing and mentoring properly. Instead of doing 
shotgun-blast training for six topics, we’re going to take all 
these kinds of things under an umbrella of training and get this 
back to being part of our culture. 

We’re going to get to where it’s talked about all the time 
— in all of our schools, in foot locker discussions, in weekly 
command leadership training discussions. 

Q. How does TECOM identify a need for training to 
be improved or changed? 

A. It’s the operating forces that we want to be responsive 
to. So we’re out there, we discuss with them, we identify gaps. 
Then we prioritize those gaps. 

Q. So how do you get more Marines through the 
training they need when fewer resources are available? 

A. Getting individuals out of the units is a challenge, 
especially as we get smaller because they’re going to be 
busier. There’s still a lot more distance or online learning. 

We want to get to where this training is mandatory for 
promotion. But you have to be really careful about making 
residential training mandatory for promotion because of the 
large numbers at certain ranks that were deployed back-to-
back. By giving them the distance learning now, if this all 
works out, then we may go to a mandatory training to be 
promoted. 

Q. Aside from distance learning, how else is 
technology helping to better train Marines? 

A. Simulators have really advanced. You can stop, restart 
and work through a problem much easier with simulation. We 
have the Infantry Immersion Trainer, and at first it started out 
small with just fire teams, but now you can put very large 
units through it. It’s a mix of live and virtual training. The 
repetition trains Marines to do some basic things without 
thinking, which allows more of your brain to focus on the 
unexpected. 

We’re also getting to the point where we can network this 
stuff … a big advancement. 
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15. Not All New Combat Vehicle Programs Will Survive Budget Cuts, Analyst Says 
(NATIONAL DEFENSE 04 OCT 12) ... Valerie Insinna 

Shifting strategies and looming budget constraints may 
force the Defense Department to put one of its ground combat 
vehicles on the chopping block, according to a report released 
Oct. 3 by Frost & Sullivan. 

Mike Blades, senior industry analyst with the firm, said of 
three major new ground combat vehicle programs — the 
Army’s new Ground Combat Vehicle and Armored 
Multipurpose Vehicle and the Marine Corps’ Amphibious 
Combat Vehicle — one will not survive. 

That may pit the Army against the Marine Corps in the 
budget battles. 

"There are three new starts that are going to be happening, 
and I would eventually guess that at least one of them doesn't 
happen,” he said. “And I would also guess that one of the two 
that does happen is going to be based on something that 
already exists.” 

Sales of ground combat vehicles totaled more than $3.67 
billion in 2011, said the report, “Analysis of the DoD Ground 
Combat Vehicle Market.” 

The study projects sales will decrease to $3.19 by 2017. 
About $1.1 billion was spent in 2012 on modifications and 
upgrades to ground combat vehicles. Blades forecast an 
average decrease of 5 to 10 percent each year until 2017. 

The new vehicles will likely to be based on existing 
commercial or government off-the-shelf platforms, said 
Blades. Upgrades take a preference over building vehicles 
from-the-ground-up, he added. 

Sequestration, which could trigger about $1 trillion in 
spending cuts at the Defense Department, is another potential 
pitfall for ground combat vehicle programs. Blades said he 
doesn’t believe sequestration will occur, but if it does, all 
modernization programs will be at risk. 
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Heavy ground combat vehicles could become increasingly 
less necessary as the Defense Department pivots to the Asia-
Pacific region, he said. That may favor the Marine Corps. 

"There may be an increased need for the new amphibious 
vehicle that they're talking about doing in the next five or so 
years, but they're not going to have as much need for the 
ground combat vehicles,” he said. 

The Amphibious Combat Vehicle is scheduled to enter 
the Marine Corps fleet sometime around 2030 and is a 
replacement to the Amphibious Assault Vehicles the Marines 
have been using since the 1970s. Marine Corps officials have 
said the aging AAV fleet is undergoing a service life extension 
that will carry the vehicles to at least 2025. 

The Armored Multipurpose Vehicle is slated to replace 
the M113 family of armored personnel carriers of which the 
Army has about 6,000. Contracts will go out to replace the 
3,000 currently attached to heavy brigade combat teams in the 
current fiscal year. 

The Ground Combat Vehicle is the Army’s program to 
replace armored vehicles attached to its brigade combat teams. 
Plans are to begin fielding a platform by 2017 that can carry at 
least nine soldiers, plus crew in improvised explosive device 
threat environments. The Army wants eventually to purchase 
about 1,800 infantry fighting vehicles. 
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SURFACE FLEET: 
16. Newest Navy Destroyer Pays Tribute To Seal From N.Y. 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 04 OCT 12) ... Frank Eltman 

CALVERTON, N.Y. -- The U.S. Navy's newest warship 
will not be named for a former president, distinguished 
member of Congress or some historic figure from the past. 

The USS Michael Murphy, a 510-foot destroyer, is being 
commissioned this weekend in New York City for a Long 
Island native and Navy lieutenant who became the first 
American awarded the Medal of Honor during the 
Afghanistan War when he was killed along with two fellow 
SEALs during an ambush in 2005. He was 29. 

"Here is someone who is just like us," said Cmdr. Tom 
Shultz, the commander of the USS Michael Murphy and its 
crew of about 300. "We've seen his childhood photos and you 
look at those photos and in every single one of them we have 
that same photo of our childhood." 

Already wounded, Murphy left a protected position and 
went to a clearing where he was exposed to gunfire to get a 
clear signal to contact Bagram Airfield for backup. He was 
killed along with 16 of his rescuers whose helicopter was shot 
down by a rocket-propelled grenade on June 28, 2005. The 
only SEAL to survive has since written a book about the 
ordeal, "Lone Survivor," which is being made into a movie 
starring Mark Wahlberg and Taylor Kitsch. 

The naming of a Navy vessel for Murphy is the greatest 
of a slew of tributes to the slain Navy SEAL since his death, 
said his father, Daniel Murphy. The former lifeguard has a 
park named after him on Long Island; the Patchogue post 
office in his hometown bears a monument to Murphy and the 
others who died; and Penn State University paid tribute to the 
1998 graduate last month when it dedicated a veterans' plaza 
in his name. 

Navy vessels traditionally bear the names of states or 
cities or noted Americans, such as former presidents John F. 
Kennedy, Ronald Reagan and Theodore Roosevelt. Others 
have been named for notable leaders like former senator and 
astronaut John Glenn or naval titans like former Adm. Hyman 
Rickover. The Navy announced this year that it would name a 
combat ship in honor of former U.S. Rep. Gabrielle Giffords, 
who survived a mass shooting in Arizona in 2011. 

Murphy was leading a four-man team hunting a key 
Taliban leader in mountainous terrain near Asadabad in an 
encounter known as Operation Red Wing when they were 

ambushed by about 50 combatants. A wounded Murphy was 
credited with risking his own life by moving into the open for 
a better position to transmit a call for help. 

He was shot in the back, causing him to drop the 
transmitter. Murphy picked it back up, completed the call and 
continued firing. After a two-hour gunfight, Murphy and two 
fellow SEALs were dead. About 35 Taliban were also killed. 
The fourth member of their team escaped and was protected 
by local villagers for several days before he was rescued. 

Eight other Navy SEALs and eight members of the 
Army's elite Night Stalkers were then killed when their 
helicopter was shot down. 

Daniel Murphy spoke at a memorial service this week at 
Calverton National Cemetery on Long Island, where his son is 
only Medal of Honor recipient buried there. The service was 
attended by two busloads of crew members from the USS 
Michael Murphy who placed leis in honor of all those killed in 
the battle. The ship's commander said leis were chosen 
because the $1.1 billion warship's home port will be in 
Hawaii. 

"The crew has so much pride in the fact that they carry on 
their patch the name USS Michael Murphy," Dan Murphy 
said. "You know Michael grew up as an ordinary young man 
on Long Island and became a national hero. It's emotionally 
trying but fulfilling at the same time." 

Murphy's mother, Maureen, who will preside at the 
Saturday ceremony commissioning the ship on the Hudson 
River, has received the honorary title of the ship's sponsor. 
"He was very humble, no matter what he did," she said of her 
son. "Michael would be very proud. He was always a very 
patriotic boy and respectful to people." 

Her message to the crew: "I tell them you're family and 
you have to watch each other's backs." 

Rear Adm. Garry Bonelli, deputy commander of Naval 
Special Warfare's SEALs, also attended the memorial service 
honoring Murphy. 

"Michael Murphy is a hero in our community. He's a hero 
in our Navy," Bonelli said. "But what's tremendous about 
having a ship named after him is his legacy will live on 
forever." 
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CYBER: 
17. New Cybersecurity Threat Could Revive Legislation 
(FEDERAL NEWS RADIO 05 OCT 12) ... Jared Serbu 

A sudden and surprising upswing in malevolent cyber 
activity has emerged from locations not usually tied to 
computer attacks against the United States and might prompt 
lawmakers to take up some form of cybersecurity legislation 
when it returns for a short post-election lame duck session in 
late November, the chairman of the House Intelligence 
Committee said Thursday. 

Rep. Mike Rogers (R-Mich.) stopped short of saying 
there's serious political momentum to resolve the partisan 
disagreements that have so far blocked any progress on 
updating the nation's cyber laws, but he said a new kind of 
cyber threat has emerged in recent days that has sparked 
renewed concern among lawmakers during classified updates 
from intelligence agencies. 

"It appears to be a new level of threat. I want to be careful 
about what I say here, but it would target our networks from 
an unusual source," he said. "It has some very real 
consequences if we aren't able to deal with it. I think that 
particular briefing rekindled people's interest in trying to get 
something done during the lame duck." 

When pressed for more details on the cyber threat 
lawmakers are worried about, Rogers wouldn't go much 
further. 

"There are new capabilities coming online every day," he 
said. "The Chinese are great at stealing information, but you 
have other nation-states that are just beginning to develop 
capabilities to do attacks. Our concern is nation-states who are 
doing just that, beyond the normal group of countries that we 
often talk about." 

Rogers spoke at a day-long cybersecurity forum hosted by 
the U.S. Chamber of Commerce, a business group that's 
supported the House Intelligence Committee's cybersecurity 
bill, the Cybersecurity Intelligence and Sharing Protection Act 
(CISPA). The corporate clearinghouse lobbied-successfully, 
so far-against a more comprehensive undertaking proposed by 
the Senate Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs 
Committee. 

Bipartisan Support For A Bill 
But Rogers argued CISPA is currently the only 

cybersecurity bill in Congress with bipartisan support. He told 
the Chamber audience that Congress should pass a bill 
resembling CISPA in the short lame duck session, then return 
next year to deal with other cyber issues like securing the 
nation's privately-owned critical infrastructure. 

"We don't have a lot of time. What people don't realize is 
that we're at war today in cyberspace. It's happening every 
single day," he said. "This is the biggest national security 
threat I can think of that we're not prepared to handle today." 

CISPA would create a process by which the government's 
intelligence community would be required to share classified 
information on cyber threats in real-time with properly-cleared 
security pros in the private sector. 

Rogers told reporters following his Chamber speech that 
the threat signatures would have to remain in a classified 
environment, but be housed in a system that could let signs of 

attacks be exchanged with the private sector within 
milliseconds. 

"It would be kept offline, off the Internet" he said. "We 
call it the black box. NSA and other agencies would throw 
malicious source code into the box, so that you have a remote 
system for making sure malicious source code can go back 
and forth in real time. Everything functions the way it does 
now, just like how McAfee and Norton do it today, except 
we'll have a forum where we can trade classified information, 
keep it classified and still protect networks." 

Army Gen. Keith Alexander, the director of the National 
Security Agency and the commander of U.S. Cyber 
Command, spoke to the same business audience earlier in the 
day. He didn't discuss the specific upswing in threat activity 
that Rogers referenced, but he said the national security 
apparatus is working busily to address worries that cyber 
attacks will move from just denying access to networks to 
actual destruction of data, like what happened when electronic 
intruders erased the hard drives on thousands of computers at 
Aramco, the Saudi state-owned oil company. 

"We are seeing these attacks go on now. We're concerned 
that they'll morph from disruptive to destructive, like we saw 
at Aramco. We've got to get out in front of that as a nation," he 
said. "There's an awful lot of effort going on in the Defense 
Department, the White House and elsewhere to address those 
problems, but I can't go into the specifics of those." 

Information Sharing Gained Political Consensus 
Alexander has been cautious not to endorse any particular 

bill in his public comments, though he has cited the need to go 
beyond the information sharing provisions in CISPA. 

But his comments Thursday appeared to roughly align 
with Rogers' contention that information sharing between 
government and industry is the only aspect of the 
cybersecurity debate that's gained a degree of political 
consensus so far. 

"It's about educating people. Folks on Capitol Hill, both 
sides, truly see this as a problem and have tremendous interest 
in solving it," he said. "Now we need to see how we come up 
with the right solution so that it's not as polarized as it is 
today. Most people are there on at least the information 
sharing part. Now we have to take the next step and work 
together to harden our networks, especially the networks we're 
going to depend on to defend this country. We've also got to 
do it in a way that's fiscally acceptable to industry so that they 
can implement it." 

Even if Congress passes a bill resembling CISPA in the 
lame duck session, enacting it into law would require either 
changes to the legislation or an about-face from President 
Obama. The White House warned earlier this year that senior 
advisors would advise the President to veto the bill because of 
concerns that personal information on individual citizens 
could spill into the data exchange between companies and 
government entities. 
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VIEQUES: 
18. U.S. Rattles Puerto Rico With Bomb Site Cleanup Plan 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 04 OCT 12) ... Ben Fox 

SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico — The U.S. government has a 
new fight in Vieques, the Puerto Rican island that was used as 
a Navy bombing range for decades. 

An extensive cleanup of the eastern portion of Vieques is 
years from being finished, but the government says it is ready 
to declare work completed on a nearly 400-acre site on the 
western side that was used to store and detonate expired 
munitions. 

The former storage site was turned over to the U.S. 
Interior Department and declared a nature reserve. Under a 
proposal favored by the Navy, the cleanup of the area would 
be deemed complete even though about 200 acres has not been 
cleared of munitions debris, some potentially still live. 

That has sparked outrage among activists and officials in 
Vieques and the main island of Puerto Rico who favor a 
complete removal of all debris. And it has brought back some 
of the angry rhetoric that helped force an end to Vieques' use 
as a bombing range in 2003. 

"It's not a cleanup. It is an affront to Puerto Ricans that 
those responsible for the explosives would refuse to remove 
them," Maria de Lourdes Santiago, a vice president of the 
Puerto Rico Independence Party and a candidate for the U.S. 
territory's Senate, said Thursday. 

Navy officials say it would hurt the nature reserve by 
tearing up the dense vegetation to clear the remainder of the 
debris. 

Opponents suspect the plan may have more to do with the 
cost of cleaning up all the debris, estimated at $50 million. 

Jorge Fernandez Porto, director of the territorial Senate's 
natural resources commission and a member of a citizen 
advisory board that monitors the Navy cleanup of Vieques, 
said he fears a partial removal of debris will set a precedent 
for other parts of the island. 

"You found this clean, you can't just give it back full of 
bombs," Fernandez said. "I'm sorry if it's costly. You should 

have thought about that before. Now you want to do the cheap 
version and leave the bombs there." 

A public comment period on the proposal ends Friday, at 
which point it will be under review by the Environmental 
Protection Agency. 

Before the area became a nature reserve, the military 
would dig open pits and burn expired 20-milimeter rounds, 
and occasionally unexploded rounds were scattered in the 
surrounding brush. 

Under the plan favored by the Navy, the area that has not 
been cleared of munitions debris would be enclosed by a 
barbed-wire fence to prevent people from scavenging for 
potentially explosive scrap metal and souvenirs, said Kevin 
Cloe, a manager of the cleanup project. 

Other parts of the reserve would be open to the public, but 
the entire area has long been designated as a natural reserve 
and the government never intended for the public to have full 
access, Cloe said. 

Trying to clear the entire area would do extensive damage 
to site, he said. 

"It's a balancing act. There are no silver bullets. It would 
be great if we could turn over the island, shake out all the bad 
things ... but this is a labor intensive, very destructive 
operation," he said. 

Vieques, which is ringed by clear blue waters and pristine 
beaches that have made it a popular tourist destination in 
recent years, was used as a bombing range from the 1940s 
until the government agreed to give it up in 2003 after years of 
angry protests. 

The U.S. has removed more than 16.5 million pounds of 
munitions, but the cleanup of the old bombing range on the 
island's eastern portion is expected to run through at least 
2025. The full cleanup of Vieques, one of the most extensive 
rehabilitation efforts ever undertaken by the Navy, is budgeted 
at around $350 million. 
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OUTREACH: 
19. Navy Blue Angels And Air Force F-22 Raptor Wow The Bay Area Community During Fleet Week 
(CONTRA COSTA (CA) TIMES 04 OCT 12) ... Theresa Harrington 

SAN FRANCISCO -- Blue Angels pilot Lt. Cmdr. C.J. 
Simonsen routinely soars through the sky at breakneck speeds 
while performing death-defying corkscrews, loops and near-
miss passes in a distinctive blue and gold Navy F/A-18 fighter 
jet. Yet, the soft-spoken Minnesota native says he doesn't 
consider himself a daredevil or thrill seeker. 

"I've never sky-dived," the 36-year-old lead solo pilot 
said, before taking off for Thursday's practice flight over 
Alcatraz and the Municipal Pier. "And I don't ride 
motorcycles." 

Sure, he admits the nearly supersonic flights are thrilling 
and exhilarating. But he said that's not what he loves most 
about his once-in-a-lifetime stint in the elite air squadron, 

which lasts three years. Instead, he treasures the time spent 
talking to students across the country. 

"It's the best job in the world," he said. "The flying is 
unbelievable, but the best part is getting to talk to those kids 
every Friday and get them excited about what opportunities 
there are out there. It's a humbling honor for me to be able to 
do that." 

Even if teens aren't interested in the military, the Blue 
Angels present themselves as role models in other ways, 
Simonsen said. 

"If we can get kids excited about staying in school, 
making the right decisions, staying off drugs and making this 
country a better country, that's what it's all about," he said. 
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He is especially excited to be back flying over San 
Francisco, which he said has unbeatable views. 

"This is by far one of my favorite cities to come to," he 
said. "This will be my fourth year here now in a row, and I 
absolutely love it. Last year was the first time I got to fly over 
the city, and what a backdrop. If you can find a better 
backdrop ... I challenge you to do that." 

One might wonder how the pilots have time to enjoy the 
views, whizzing by at 600-plus mph. 

The flying, he said, takes a lot of mental and physical 
strength to withstand gravitational forces that could make an 
untrained pilot pass out. 

"The physical forces that you're feeling are just like you 
would feel in combat," he said. "We are pulling on the stick, 
feeling Gs. And what you've got to do to stay awake is 
basically squeeze all your muscles from your abs down to 
your toes ... you've got to really be working hard the whole 
time you're flying in order to keep that blood in your head so 
you don't go to sleep." 

In one of their more heart-stopping stunts, Simonsen and 
the opposing solo pilot fly directly at each other, narrowly 
missing at the last second as they perform a low pass over the 
bay. While the solo pilots provide the extra stunts that 
demonstrate the full capabilities of the jets, the main four-jet 

diamond squadron also shows off dramatic precision 
formations and maneuvers that elicit gasps and shrieks from 
the crowds below. 

Women have not yet reached the level of pilot in the Blue 
Angels, but they do represent about 10 percent of the 
management and support team, Simonsen said. Aviation 
Ordinance Second Class Petty Officer Breanna Gorski, 24, 
said she works on maintaining the jets, painting and 
decorating the aircraft with stickers that look like giant decals. 
She also loads ammunition on other Navy fighters. 

Like Simonsen, she said she loves visiting classrooms, 
where students -- especially girls -- are often excited to learn 
about how they could one day become a Blue Angel. 

The Blue Angels share Fleet Week airshow time with 
other expert aviators, including the Air Force F-22 Raptor. Air 
Force Master Sgt. Bo Brewer, 40, said his team also enjoys 
speaking to people in the community about what they do, as 
much as they enjoy the rest of their jobs. 

"We've been invited to show off a bit of the F-22 
capability in front of the San Francisco area," he said. "And 
we're just happy to be able to come here for the Air Force and 
to partake in the Fleet Week for the Navy." 

View Clip (RT: 7:28) 
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20. USS Makin Island Arrives In SF For Fleet Week 
(KGO ABC SAN FRANCISCO 04 OCT 12) ... Amy Hollyfield 

SAN FRANCISCO -- Look up in the skies this afternoon 
over the Bay and you just might spot the Blue Angels. They'll 
be doing some surveying before their big shows this weekend 
for Fleet Week. 

The USS Makin Island, an amphibious assault ship, is 
docked along the Embarcadero in San Francisco where Mayor 
Ed Lee officially welcomed the Navy's arrival. While the Blue 
Angels are the highlight of Fleet Week, local officials want 
people to know that Fleet Week is more than just an air show. 
They say to step aboard the USS Makin Island to learn more. 

The floating city was too busy to visit San Francisco 
during last year's Fleet Week, the crew was preparing for a 
long deployment. But the USS Makin Island is back, and the 
crew is ready to give you a tour, "A lot of different aircraft on 
this boat right now so it's really interesting to see," U.S. Navy 
Lt. Lindsay Parker said. "The people are great to meet, have a 
lot of stories to tell, so definitely come out." 

Local dignitaries and emergency workers climbed aboard 
Thursday morning to meet with military leaders. They are 
focused on how they'll work with the military if there's a 
disaster in the city, "Our military – the Navy, the Marines, the 
Coast Guard – are experts in logistics," Mayor Lee said, "And 
we need that expertise should there be a big disaster that 
happens here that closes our roads." 

That focus has been a shift in Fleet Week festivities. Two 
years ago local leaders decided to try and make Fleet Week 
more than just an air show, so they brought attention to the 
humanitarian aid that the military can offer. Officials say that 
each year, the relationships have strengthened. 

"Truth be told, we're not just learning about the military, 
they're learning about us and we're learning a lot about how 
things might play out in ways that we never would have had 
the opportunity to before," said Rob Dudgeon, Deputy 
Director of Emergency Management. 

Onboard, the USS Makin Island has six operating rooms, 
17 ICU beds, and an elevator from the flight deck to the triage 
room. This is what you'll see if you take a tour. But if the last 
visit is any indication, expect long lines to get in, "I think it's 
certainly worth the wait, just to see what your Navy does for 
you," said Captain Cedric Pringle, commanding officer of the 
USS Makin Island. "The living conditions onboard are 
exceptional, and a lot of people don't get that from standing on 
the street and looking at the big grey ship." 

The USS Makin Island is docked at Pier 30 in San 
Francisco. Public tours start Saturday at 9 a.m. 

And of course, the Blue Angels get started today, with 
practice beginning at 1 p.m. On Friday they'll practice from 4 
to 5 p.m. 

Weekend Events 
Other large-scale events this weekend include two Giants 

playoff games, a 49ers game, the Hardly Strictly Bluegrass 
Festival, the Castro Street Fair and the Italian Heritage parade. 

It's threatening to be a major traffic headache, and city 
officials are urging people to take public transportation, bike, 
or walk. 

View Clip (RT: 2:37) 
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COMMENTARY: 
21. Shooting On Suspicion 
The president says he doesn't bluff, and Iran keeps enriching uranium. If everyone’s telling the truth, we're 
headed for a preventive war. 
(NATIONAL JOURNAL 05 OCT 12) ... James Kitfield 

Otto von Bismarck famously equated it to committing 
suicide out of fear of death. Former Air Force Gen. Curtis 
(Bombs Away) LeMay, the inspiration for the maniacal 
generals in Dr. Strangelove, proposed it to stop the Soviet 
Union, China, and Cuba from going nuclear. President George 
W. Bush used it as justification for invading Iraq but later 
thought better of it as North Korea crossed the nuclear 
threshold. And now there’s President Obama, the most 
unlikely leader yet to gird for “preventive war” -- this time 
with Iran. 

The Islamic Republic is suspected of developing a nuclear 
weapon, and, so far, nothing -- not pressure, not inspections, 
not sanctions -- has induced it to stop. Since Iran is the No. 1 
state sponsor of terrorism, and a nuclear-armed Iran poses an 
existential danger to Israel, Obama has threatened to use the 
last tool he has. In a speech before the American Israel Public 
Affairs Committee, he repeated that the military option 
remains on the table. 

But he also went further than any previous president in 
taking the fallback options (containment and deterrence of a 
nuclear-armed Iran) off the table. “I do not have a policy of 
containment; I have a policy to prevent Iran from obtaining a 
nuclear weapon,” Obama said. “I will not hesitate to use force 
when it is necessary to defend the United States and its 
interests.” Which suggests that, if Iran doesn’t desist, and if 
Obama is true to his word -- that is, if this declaration isn’t just 
strategic posturing -- force is what it may come to. 

It’s remarkable enough that preventive war still has a 
place in the nation’s strategic doctrine. Obama ran in 2008 
against Bush’s preventive war in Iraq, which was based on the 
logic that, despite uncertainty about when Saddam Hussein 
might actually acquire a nuclear weapon, “we don’t want the 
smoking gun to be a mushroom cloud,” as then-Secretary of 
State Condoleezza Rice famously argued. But Americans 
never found weapons of mass destruction in Iraq, bolstering 
the international consensus that the concept is illegitimate. 
Today, many security experts are critical of a doctrine that 
Colin Gray, the director of Britain’s Center for Strategic 
Studies, describes as “shooting on suspicion.” 

Given the fresh memories of Iraq, Congress might have 
been expected to agree. Instead, the Senate passed a 
nonbinding resolution, 90-1, “joining” President Obama in 
rejecting any policy that would seek to contain Iran “in 
response to the Iranian nuclear threat.” It’s worth pondering 
where this rare bipartisan agreement -- to ditch a venerable 
U.S. doctrine of deterrence -- came from. After all, as reams of 
scholarship on the Bush Doctrine noted, nuclear deterrence 
has worked against the Soviet Union, China, India, Pakistan, 
and North Korea, none of which have launched a nuclear 
weapon in anger or successfully used one as blackmail. 

Preventive war to thwart a nation’s ambitions for weapons 
of mass destruction, however, has a truly checkered history. 
As a 2006 paper by the Army’s Strategic Studies Institute 
noted, U.S. missile strikes against suspected unconventional 
weapons sites in 1991 (Iraq) and 1998 (Iraq and Sudan) were 
widely viewed as ineffective for precisely the same reason the 
2003 invasion of Iraq failed to reveal expected WMD 
stockpiles: The intelligence was inadequate to the high 
demands of a preventive-war doctrine. In fact, the U.S. 
intelligence community has been wrong more often than right 
about the nature and timing of nations’ WMD programs. “The 
effectiveness of any first-strike military doctrine depends on 
reliable intelligence,” noted a 2005 report commissioned by 
the Bush White House. “The U.S. intelligence community’s 
inability to produce accurate information on enemy threats 
renders such a doctrine feckless and reckless.” 

Another major drawback to preventive war is that it can 
hasten the very behavior it aims to forestall. Israel’s 1981 
strike on Iraq’s Osirak nuclear reactor is widely considered a 
successful preventive attack, for instance, but evidence 
uncovered after the 1991 Persian Gulf War “suggests that the 
attack may have accelerated Iraq’s nuclear program by 
causing Saddam to increase his personal and material 
commitment to it,” according to the 2006 Strategic Studies 
Institute report. Similarly, following the U.S. invasion of Iraq, 
analysts believe that both Iran and North Korea quickened 
their nuclear programs to deter attacks that might overthrow 
their regimes. (Libya, by contrast, ended its program.) 

If preventive war has returned despite that record, it’s 
because of Washington’s special relationships -- with Iran as 
an adversary and Israel as an ally. The Islamic Republic has 
had a deep enmity toward the United States and a doctrine of 
striking its enemies through terrorist proxies; that combination 
makes it of heightened concern in the post-9/11 era. Iranian 
leaders have also denied the Holocaust and called for the 
destruction of Israel. Given its history and strategic 
vulnerability, Israel decided long ago that it would strike first 
to deny adversaries access to nuclear weapons (in Iraq in 1981 
and Syria in 2007). 

Still, the costs of a preventive war might outweigh the 
costs of containment. “This vague sense that a nuclear-armed 
Iran would be irrational and could not be deterred doesn’t hold 
up to close scrutiny, because even with a bomb, there is no 
issue Tehran could escalate to a possible nuclear confrontation 
without risking its own annihilation,” says Paul Pillar, a 
Middle East expert formerly with the CIA. “This crisis with 
Iran is really all about Israel, its close and complicated 
relationship with Washington, and [Prime Minister Benjamin] 
Netanyahu’s determination to push this issue to the top of the 
international agenda.” 
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22. A Syrian Wedge Between Allies 
Turkis frustration at U.S. inaction may roil a strategic relationship 
(WASHINGTON POST 05 OCT 12) ... Soner Cagaptay 

The close relationship that President Obama has built with 
Turkish Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan has provided 
the United States with a key Muslim ally in the Middle East. 
Washington and Ankara have worked closely to stabilize Iraq. 
Yet a storm awaits them in Syria. 

Turkey announced Thursday that it has authorized 
military operations in Syria following Syrian shelling of 
Turkish areas this week. As the crisis in Syria has deepened, 
the White House has appeared willing to wait for the demise 
of Syrian President Bashar al-Assad. For Ankara, the crisis has 
become an emergency. 

As turmoil in Syria has grown over the past 18 months, 
Ankara has presumed that the United States and Turkey were 
on the same page regarding regime change. Now, though, 
differences are emerging. 

The Obama administration is hesitant toward Syria for 
several reasons, including reticence to act before the 
November elections and war-weariness among Americans. 
Erdogan appears to view such concerns as cover for general 
indifference to Turkey’s Syria problem. A sign of such 
sentiment emerged Sept. 5, when Erdogan chided Obama on 
CNN for lacking initiative on Syria — a rare rebuke from an 
otherwise steadfast friend. 

This statement could be a harbinger. Erdogan has a 
penchant for treating foreign leaders as friends — and losing 
his temper when he thinks his friends have not stood by him. 
The more Washington looks the other way on Syria, the more 
upset Erdogan is likely to get over what he sees as Obama’s 
unwillingness to support his policy. 

To the White House, the Syrian crisis has appeared 
manageable. As the conflict grinds on, some have grown 
concerned that Syria will radicalize as Bosnia did in the 
1990s: When the world did not act to end the slaughter of 
Muslims in the Balkan country, jihadists moved in to join the 
fight, and they succeeded in convincing the otherwise 
staunchly secular-minded Bosnian Muslims that the world had 
abandoned them and that they were better off with jihadists. 

U.S. policy holds that a gradual soft landing could be 
possible in Syria. The hope is that the opposition groups will 
coalesce and take down the Assad regime, eliminating the 
need for hasty foreign intervention — an option that 
Washington fears could cause chaos. 

Ankara, however, wants an accelerated soft landing. 
Particularly with this week’s strikes, Turkey feels the heat of 
the crisis next door — Erdogan has reason to believe that time 
is not on his side. 

The Syrian conflict’s sectarian nature is percolating into 
Turkey. More than 100,000 mostly Sunni Arab Syrians have 
taken refuge there, fleeing persecution by Assad and his 
Alawite militias. Alawite Arabs in southern Turkey resent the 
Sunni refugees, mirroring Syria’s Alawite-Sunni split. Angry 
Alawites in Turkey’s southern Hatay province oppose their 
country’s policy toward the Assad regime, and since the 

summer they have been holding regular pro-Damascus and 
anti-Ankara demonstrations. This is Ankara’s problem, and it 
might get ugly if Syria descends into full-blown sectarian 
warfare. 

Ankara also fears the Kurdistan Workers Party (PKK). 
Lately, the Assad regime has allowed the PKK to operate in 
Syria as a means to retaliate against Ankara. A PKK car 
bombing in August in Gaziantep, a large Turkish city near the 
border, has raised citizens’ fears about PKK infiltration. For 
Erdogan, the political cost associated with Syrian turmoil has 
also risen. 

None of this bodes well for Erdogan’s hopes to become 
Turkey’s first popularly elected president in 2014 (until 
recently, the country’s presidents were elected by parliament). 
Although Erdogan’s Justice and Development Party (AKP) 
won 49.5 percent of the vote in last year’s elections, further 
PKK attacks are likely to dent his much-liked tough-guy 
image. 

Moreover, Erdogan has won successive elections since 
2002 by delivering record-breaking economic growth, made 
possible by Turkey’s image as a stable country safe for 
business and investors. The more protracted the Syrian crisis 
becomes, the more Turkey’s image could be tarnished, 
blighting a key ingredient of its economic success and feeding 
the perception that Erdogan is not delivering. Erdogan 
believes that he cannot stand by and watch Syria pull Turkey 
into the maelstrom. 

In the coming days, Ankara is likely to press Washington 
for more aggressive action against the Assad regime, including 
U.S.-supported havens for refugees in Syria and measures to 
hasten Assad’s fall. 

Washington’s response is likely to be sticking to the soft-
landing strategy while trying to slow Erdogan down. 

As serious as these policy differences are, they are not 
likely to rupture the Obama-Erdogan relationship. Turkey 
relies on the United States too much to sacrifice its 
relationship lightly. Turkey is increasingly wary of Iran’s 
regional ambitions: Erdogan knows that Tehran’s Shiite 
regime militarily supports the Assad regime in Syria and the 
government of Iraqi Shiite Prime Minister Nouri al-Maliki, 
whom Ankara detests. The tumult of the Arab Spring has led 
Ankara to revise its erstwhile autarchic foreign policy and 
Turkey now seeks security with NATO — a shift symbolized 
by Ankara’s agreement in September 2011 to host a major 
missile-defense project that NATO can use as a bulwark 
against Iran, as well as Russia and China. 

Still, given Obama and Erdogan’s divergent policies on 
Syria, a storm between them appears almost unavoidable. 

Soner Cagaptay is director of the Turkish Research 
Program and a fellow at the Washington Institute for Near 
East Policy. He also contributes to CNN’s Global Public 
Square blog. 
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23. A Turkish-Syrian War? 
Waiting for U.S. leadership. 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 05 OCT 12) ... Editorial 

One oft-heard argument against U.S. involvement in 
Syria's 18-month-old civil war has been that intervention 
could provoke a wider regional conflict. President Obama has 
kept his distance, and one result seems to be ... a wider 
regional conflict. 

On Thursday Turkey's parliament authorized military 
action against the Bashar Assad regime to its south in 
retaliation for cross-border mortar attacks that killed Turkish 
civilians. The day before Turkey had shelled sites in Syria in 
response to the attacks. The Syrian regime had previously 
downed a Turkish fighter jet. 

Turkey is a source for good in the battle over Syria's 
future, sheltering tens of thousands of refugees from an 

Iranian-backed dictator in Damascus who is killing his own 
people to retain power. Turkey is also a NATO ally, which 
obliges the U.S. to come to its aid if attacked. Syria's 
shelling—and the flood of refugees—is no doubt meant as a 
show of intimidation that Turkey will pay a price if it does 
intervene. 

Turkey has a significant military, but the country is not 
strong enough or politically assertive enough to topple Assad 
without U.S. help. The same goes for the Saudis and Gulf 
states. They are all waiting for U.S. leadership, but in this case 
the U.S. isn't even willing to lead from behind. So the conflict 
spreads anyway, raising the prospect that the U.S. will have to 
intervene anyway, perhaps at a far higher cost. 
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24. The Asian Cold War 
China and Japan's island spat is much more than a battle over a bunch of uninhabited rocks. And it won't be 
ending anytime soon. 
(FOREIGN POLICY 04 OCT 12) ... Michael Auslin 

The roiling dispute over a remote set of rocks in the East 
China Sea, known to the Japanese as the Senkaku Islands and 
to the Chinese as the Diaoyus, is more than a mere diplomatic 
spat between two of the world's largest economies. 

It has stripped away the thin veneer of cooperation 
between the two Asian giants that most observers assumed 
would ripen as the two countries became increasingly 
economically intertwined. It also serves as yet another 
reminder of just how potent territorial disputes remain in Asia 
and how little trust there is between countries where the 
wounds of previous conflicts are still fresh. Although the 
probability of actual conflict between China and Japan over 
the Senkakus is negligible, the current crisis is the herald of a 
new cold war that will persist for years, if not decades. The 
result will be an Asia that remains fragmented, unable to 
overcome the baggage of the past, and one in which the 
specter of accidental conflict is ever present. 

This is not how Asia's most important tandem was 
supposed to turn out. Perhaps even without the conscious 
understanding of both countries' leaders, the two became ever 
more economically interdependent once China embarked on 
its market liberalization and reform period in the late 1970s. 
Japanese investment in China reached $6.5 billion in 2005, 
despite poor diplomatic relations, leading a senior official of 
the Japan External Trade Organization to claim that Japan and 
China's economic relationship is sufficiently compelling and 
mature to overcome occasional political flare-ups. 

Such optimism is the same that propelled English 
politician and journalist Norman Angell to claim in 1909 that 
economic integration among the European countries was such 
as to make war between them impossible. Angell was proved 
tragically wrong just five years later, and the Japanese trade 
official's confidence from 2005 must similarly be seen in a 
more sober light in the recent wake of massive anti-Japanese 
protests that grew so violent that the Chinese government had 
to shut them down. The danger, clearly, is that politics will 
trump economics in the new Asian cold war. 

The reverberations from the latest clash over the 
Senkakus continue to widen. Ever since Japanese Prime 
Minister Yoshihiko Noda's government announced in 
September that it was buying three of the five islands from 
their private Japanese owner, anti-Japanese protests have 
rocked China. The danger was great enough to force Honda 
and Toyota to suspend manufacturing operations inside China, 
and the Aeon department store chain closed its stores. (The 
three companies have since resumed operations.) All Nippon 
Airways announced in late September that 40,000 seats on 
China-Japan flights have been canceled, despite the upcoming 
Chinese holiday that usually draws thousands of tourists to 
Japan. 

As the economic fallout became clearer and as Chinese 
commentators called openly for war with Japan, Noda doubled 
down on his rhetoric, publicly refusing to entertain the idea of 
compromise after Yang Jiechi, China's foreign minister, 
claimed the islands were "sacred territory." The war of words 
seemed for a while likely to become an actual shooting war, as 
up to 70 maritime patrol vessels and coast guard ships from 
both counties tensely confronted each other in the waters off 
the Senkakus. 

How much worse will the crisis get, and what can be done 
to defuse tensions? There are tentative signs that leaders are 
trying to cool things down. On Oct. 1, Noda reshuffled his 
cabinet, giving a post to former Foreign Minister Makiko 
Tanaka, who has close ties with Beijing. The Chinese 
leadership, for its part, appears to be forestalling further public 
protests. 

Yet even as each side continues to harden its rhetoric, 
Noda made a departure last week from the normal pattern of 
contentious dispute with China. The prime minister bluntly 
warned Beijing that it had more to lose than Japan from a 
continued conflict or war, and he prophesied that foreign 
investors would be scared away from a China that is seen as a 
bullying threat to its neighbors. The statement came on the 
heels of nine out of 10 months of decline in foreign direct 
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investment in China, darkening an already dim economic 
picture. 

Noda's threat might provide leaders in Beijing with an 
excuse to try to climb down from the position they've taken on 
the Senkakus. With the leadership transition scheduled for 
November already upended by the expulsion of Chongqing 
Communist Party boss Bo Xilai from the Chinese Communist 
Party and the mysterious disappearance of heir apparent Xi 
Jinping in early September, further uncertainty and instability 
is the last thing the leadership needs. Using Japan as a 
bogeyman to stoke nationalism and let off domestic steam is a 
time-honored tactic in China, yet the current crisis shows how 
it can cause a chain reaction that could prove uncontrollable. 

So far, no lives have been lost in the waters off the 
Senkakus or on the streets of Beijing. Yet one casualty, or one 
miscalculation, and the crisis could indeed become far more 
serious, plunging the world's second- and third-largest 
economies into actual conflict. This would harm both 
economies, destabilize world markets, and force the United 
States into excruciatingly difficult choices over whether to 
uphold its mutual defense treaty with Japan and put at risk its 
entire relationship with China. Yet even absent intervention by 
the United States, China's numerous maritime disputes with 
neighbors make it harder to claim that it is the aggrieved party. 

Thus, while it seems evident to all outside observers that a 
shooting war over uninhabited, if strategically placed, islets is 
not in China's best interests, it may have taken the events of 
the past few weeks to make this clear to China's beleaguered 
leadership. Fresh from months of territorial disputes in the 
South China Sea, Beijing could outmaneuver Tokyo by 
making a grand gesture for stability in Asia and announce it 
will accept the status quo and no longer protest Japan's 
administrative control over the islands. Whether that is a pipe 
dream or not depends on two factors unknowable to those 
outside the power corridors of Zhongnanhai: how calculating 
China's leaders actually are, and whether they are ridden by 
the tiger of Chinese nationalism or ride it themselves. 

Whatever course China's leadership chooses, it will 
continue to believe itself to be wronged and that Japan 
precipitated this crisis by unilaterally trying to change the 
islands' status. Japan asserts that its 40 years of administrative 
control simply reflect its rightful ownership of the islands 
dating back a century. Shots may be avoided, but the cold war 
between Beijing and Tokyo is real and on display for all to 
see. However the current crisis gets resolved, it seems a safe 
bet that relations will only grow chillier with time. 

Michael Auslin is Director of Japanese Studies at the 
American Enterprise Institute. 
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25. U.S. Fleet Forces Will Always “Be Ready” 
(NAVY LIVE BLOG 04 OCT 12) ... Adm. Bill Gortney 

Warfighting is the primary mission set of our Navy. At 
U.S. Fleet Forces Command, we know that as our Oath of 
Office directs we must “support and defend the Constitution of 
the United States” by protecting our homeland and projecting 
naval power as required by our nation, our allies or our vital 
interests. On a daily basis we focus our efforts to man, equip, 
train, and maintain the naval forces who take the fight to the 
enemy. We will do this through five lines of operation: Joint 
and Fleet Operations; Warfighting and Readiness; Global 
Force Management; Sailors Civilians and Families; and 
Safety. 

Our lines of operation keep us aligned with the CNO’s 
Tenets and Sailing Directions. Side-by-side U.S. Pacific Fleet, 
we are two fleets with one voice – preparing the commands 
and Sailors assigned under our type commanders to be ready 
to execute their orders. More than a decade of war, defense 
budget reductions, and global instability make this a complex 
and difficult challenge. But make no mistake; we will 
constantly strive to strike the right balance between risk to our 
mission and risk to our fleet as we meet these challenges just 
as I know you will-with accountability and a bold and 
innovative spirit. 

Joint and Fleet Operations. Joint comes before fleet, 
because as I said already, our first order of business is to 
defend our nation’s homeland and provide naval support when 
she needs our assistance. We will defend our homeland from 
the maritime environment and protect our worldwide 
installations from “all enemies, both foreign and domestic.” 
Whether conducting joint or fleet operations, our forces will 
be ready to respond with the full weight of naval capabilities 
which reside both afloat and ashore. 

Warfighting and Readiness. While joint and fleet 
operations is our first line of operation, the production of 

warriors and readiness to send to forward deployed naval 
commanders is our dominant line of operation. Our 
commanders need never question the capability and 
effectiveness of the naval forces we send them. This is my 
pledge to them as I work for each of them. I will hold myself 
accountable for my efforts and those of my command. 

Global Force Management. It is exactly what it says – 
managing the schedules of the force around the globe for the 
CNO. We identify and schedule the most capable and ready 
forces to send to the aforementioned commanders. In doing so, 
we recommend to the CNO a balance between risk to the 
mission assigned, with the risk to the long term health of the 
naval force. Simply stated – this is not easy. To be honest, it is 
hard stuff. However, we get paid to do things that are hard. 

Sailors, Civilians and Families. By ensuring the 
professional development for our Sailors and Civilians, while 
providing for their general welfare and that of their families, 
we will guarantee the success of the first three lines of 
operation. We must also understand that we are our shipmates’ 
keepers. We must see the signs when our shipmates need help, 
and we must rid our Navy of the scourge that is sexual assault. 
Combat is the ultimate team sport, and we must always be 
teammates – shipmates – to our fellow Sailors. And we must 
also support the larger Navy family. Sailors and Navy 
Civilians are our secret weapons and we must never lose sight 
of their families who support them. 

Safety. Injury and death are a part of combat operations. 
They should never be a part of preparing for combat whether 
afloat, airborne, ashore or at home. When our shipmates are 
unnecessarily injured or killed in peacetime we suffer 
significant reductions in our effectiveness of readiness. I might 
be able to live with the cost to readiness, for equipment can be 
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replaced, but people cannot. We will do all that we can to 
mitigate unnecessary risk to our fleet and our Sailors. 

Starting with me, U.S. Fleet Forces Command pledges to 
maintain a warfighting focus and provide you with the training 
and tools you need to be ready to meet your mission and the 
challenges ahead. My wife, Sherry, joins me in thanking you 

for what you do and we ask that you thank your families for 
their contributions and sacrifices they make in support of you 
and our nation. 

Adm. Bill Gortney is Commander, U.S. Fleet Forces 
Command. 
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On This Day In The Navy: 
1990: USS Acadia (AD-42) departs San Diego for first war-time deployment of male-female crew on combat vessel. 
 

TOP STORIES: 
1. Smiles And Barbs For Clinton In China 
(NEW YORK TIMES 05 SEP 12) ... Steven Lee Myers and Jane Perlez 

BEIJING — Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton arrived here on Tuesday night to a barrage of unusually harsh coverage in 
China’s official news media over what they called American meddling in territorial disputes in the region — and then a strikingly 
warm welcome from the country’s foreign minister. 

 
2. Iran Supplying Syrian Military Via Iraqi Airspace 
(NEW YORK TIMES 05 SEP 12) ... Michael R. Gordon 

WASHINGTON — Iran has resumed shipping military equipment to Syria over Iraqi airspace in a new effort to bolster the 
embattled government of President Bashar al-Assad of Syria, according to senior American officials. 

 
3. Are We Winning In Afghanistan? 
An exclusive interview with Gen. John Allen, commander of America's forgotten war. 
(FOREIGN POLICY 05 SEP 12) ... Gordon Lubold 

The lack of a clearly defined narrative about Afghanistan, combined with election noise and economic worries in the United 
States, has pushed the war out of the American consciousness. In recent weeks, the spate of insider attacks put it back on the media's 
map, temporarily. But the next several months will in many ways shape the U.S. exit between now and December 2014. Soon, we will 
learn how many troops will remain in the country. We'll learn what impact attacks on militants may have on the battlefield. We'll see 
if the Afghan National Security Forces (ANSF) can truly stand on their own. And we'll learn just how fast U.S. forces will be sent to 
the exits. 

 

ASIA – PACIFIC: 
4. Clinton Meets With China's President 
Clinton Meets China's President, but Successor Cancels 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 05 SEP 12) ... Monica Langley and Brian Spegele 

BEIJING—U.S. Secretary of State Hillary Clinton met with Chinese President Hu Jintao on Wednesday and pledged greater 
cooperation despite tensions on a rising number of issues. 

 
5. China Warns U.S. Not To Take Sides In Sea Disputes As Clinton Arrives 
(REUTERS 04 SEP 12) ... Andrew Quinn and Chris Buckley 

JAKARTA/BEIJING -- China warned the United States not to get involved in South China Sea territorial disputes on Tuesday as 
U.S. Secretary of State Hillary Clinton arrived in Beijing pledging to pass on a strong message on the need to calm regional tension. 

 
6. U.S. Marines To Set Up Marine Command Post Facing South China Sea 
(KYODO NEWS 04 SEP 12) ... Dario Agnote 

MANILA -- The U.S. Marines plan to set up an "advance command post" on the western Philippine island of Palawan that faces 
the South China Sea, a senior Philippine marine officer told Kyodo News Tuesday. 
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7. South Korea To Hold Exercise On Disputed Islands 
U.S. troops not slated to participate in exercise 
(STARS AND STRIPES 05 SEP 12) ... Ashley Rowland and Yoo Kyong Chang 

SEOUL — Amid rising tensions with Japan, South Korea will hold an exercise this weekend aimed at protecting a bitterly 
contested island territory from invasion — by both foreign militaries and protesters. 

 

AFGHANISTAN: 
8. Marine General On End Of U.S. War Campaign 
Q and A with Maj. Gen. Charles M. Gurganus in Afghanistan 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 04 SEP 12) ... Gretel C. Kovach 

HELMAND PROVINCE, Afghanistan — Since he took command of U.S. and international forces in southwestern Afghanistan 
in March, Marine Maj. Gen. Charles M. Gurganus and his Camp Pendleton staff have overseen a “fighting retrograde” in the deadliest 
area of the country for coalition forces. Violence remains high after nearly 11 years at war, unlike the twilight of the Iraq conflict, but 
most Marines and U.S. military equipment are on the way home. 

 
9. Cultural Insensitivity Contributes To ‘Insider’ Afghan Attacks, Says U.S. Military Officer 
(NATIONAL DEFENSE 04 SEP 12) ... Sandra I. Erwin 

A recent spike in deadly attacks by Afghan soldiers and police trainees against their NATO allies could be attributed to pent-up 
frustrations from years of U.S. military occupation, said a U.S. Army Special Forces officer who has served multiple tours in 
Afghanistan. 

 

MIDEAST: 
10. Iran's Navy Aims To Sail Off U.S. Shores Soon 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 04 SEP 12) 

TEHRAN, Iran — The head of Iran's navy says the country aims to put its warships in international waters off the U.S. coast "in 
the next few years." 

 
11. Iran Monitoring U.S. Movements In Gulf 
(UNITED PRESS INTERNATIONAL 04 SEP 12) 

TEHRAN -- An Iranian naval commander said Tuesday that national intelligence services were monitoring the movements of 
U.S. warships in the Persian Gulf. 

 
12. Iran’s Nuke Strides Strain Israel-U.S. Ties 
(DEFENSE NEWS 03 SEP 12) ... Barbara Opall-Rome 

TEL AVIV — Iran’s unabated uranium enrichment drive, confirmed publicly last week by the International Atomic Energy 
Agency (IAEA), is fueling frenzy in Israel among leaders urging a pre-emptive strike and others warning against precipitous action 
that could damage ties with Washington. 

 
13. United Nations Says 100,000 Refugees Fled Syria In August 
(NEW YORK TIMES 05 SEP 12) ... David D. Kirkpatrick and Hwaida Saad 

BEIRUT, Lebanon — More than 100,000 Syrians fled their country last month, a sharp acceleration of the exodus prompted by 
18 months of conflict, the United Nations said Tuesday, adding renewed urgency to the mission of a new peace envoy given dim 
prospects for success. 

 
14. Turkey’s Anti-Assad Policy Ricochets Back 
Public Opinion Shifts Against Ankara As Conflict in Syria Crosses Border 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 05 SEP 12) ... Joe Parkinson 

ISTANBUL—The Turkish government, which is spearheading efforts to force Syrian President Bashar al-Assad from power, is 
facing public skepticism over its Syria policy as the civil war next door increasingly spills across the border. 

 

AFRICA: 
15. Residents Flee Shelled Somali Port Town 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 04 SEP 12) ... Abdi Guled 

MOGADISHU, Somalia— Hundreds of residents have fled the southern Somali port of Kismayo after the Kenyan navy shelled 
the town ahead of an expected ground operation to capture it, officials and residents said Tuesday. 
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AIRCRAFT CARRIERS: 
16. A ‘Leap Ahead’ For The 21st –Century Navy 
(PROCEEDINGS MAGAZINE SEPTEMBER 2012) ... Rear Adm. William Moran, Rear Adm. Thomas Moore, and Capt. Ed 
McNamee, USN Ret. 

The new Gerald R. Ford -class aircraft carriers may have a hefty pricetag, but many believe the cost is worth it and that the ships 
will prove to be even more iconic than their predecessors. 

 
17. X-47B Autonomous Carrier Landing Planned For 2013 
(DEFENSE NEWS 03 SEP 12) ... Joshua Stewart 

NAVAL AIR STATION PATUXENT RIVER, Md. — After flying for the first time here in late July, the U.S. Navy's X-47B is 
prepping for next year, when it will make its first autonomous aircraft carrier landing. The most difficult part won't be taking off and 
landing on the ship. "The biggest challenge is situational awareness, to make sure that everybody understands what's going on," said 
Cmdr. Jeff Dodge, head of carrier integration for unmanned combat systems, during a media day at Patuxent. 

 

AVIATION: 
18. F-35B Completes Air Start Testing At Edwards AFB 
(FLIGHTGLOBAL (UK) 04 SEP 12) ... Dave Majumdar 

WASHINGTON, D.C. -- The Lockheed Martin F-35B short take-off vertical landing (STOVL) variant of the Joint Strike Fighter 
(JSF) has completed a series of engine air start tests, which involve shutting down and restarting the jet's Pratt & Whitney F135 
turbofan in flight. 

 
19. V-22 Operations Point To Possible USN Role In Use Since 1964 
(DEFENSE NEWS 03 SEP 12) ... Joshua Stewart 

NAVAL AIR STATION PATUXENT RIVER, Md. — The V-22 Osprey is making more and more appearances on U.S. Navy 
aircraft carriers, renewing speculation that the tilt-rotor could be the service's next-generation carrier onboard delivery (COD) aircraft. 

 
20. Australia Details Plan To Convert F/A-18s To Growlers 
(DEFENSE NEWS 03 SEP 12) ... Nigel Pittaway 

MELBOURNE, Australia — The Royal Australian Air Force would become the only non-U.S. operator of the Growler electronic 
attack aircraft in the Asia-Pacific region under plans to convert 12 F/A-18F Super Hornets to the EA-18G configuration, greatly 
boosting its air combat capability. 

 

SURFACE FLEET: 
21. Navy Destroyer To Sail Kennebec River On Wednesday 
(PORTLAND (ME) PRESS HERALD 04 SEP 12) ... Dennis Hoey 

BATH — A Navy destroyer, which was built at Bath Iron Works, will sail down the Kennebec River Wednesday afternoon as the 
vessel heads toward the open ocean and a commissioning ceremony in New York City set for Oct. 6. 

 

INFRASTRUCTURE / INSTALLATIONS: 
22. New P-8A Poseidon Integrated Training Center Ramping Up 
(DEFENSE DAILY 05 SEP 12) ... Ann Roosevelt 

JACKSONVILLE NAS -- Officially opened in March, the approximately $48 million, 165,000 square-foot P-8A Integrated 
Training Center (ITC) is ready to transition air crew to the next-generation P-8A Poseidon from the older P-3 Orion aircraft as well as 
Sailors new to the fleet, officers said. 

 
23. UNF Study Breaks Down Mayport Ship Situation, Transformation 
(FLORIDA TIMES-UNION 04 SEP 12) ... William Browning 

A decade of economic ups and downs loom in front of the community around Mayport Naval Station, according to a recent study 
at the University of North Florida. 

 

BUSINESS: 
24. Defense Industry Bracing For Further Budget Cuts 
(REUTERS 04 SEP 12) ... David Alexander 

WASHINGTON -- U.S. defense companies are bracing for additional cuts in Pentagon spending, even if Congress reaches a deal 
to avert a controversial $500 billion across-the-board budget cut due to go into effect in January, industry officials said on Tuesday. 
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25. Boeing Sees Sales Of Joint U.S.-Israeli Missile Shield 
(REUTERS 04 SEP 12) ... Jim Wolf and Karen Jacobs 

WASHINGTON -- Boeing Co foresees global demand for a ballistic missile-defense shield it is co-developing to help guard 
Israel, the head of the company's military business said on Tuesday. 

 

BOOKS: 
26. Pentagon Says Ex-SEAL Book Contains Secrets 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 04 SEP 12) ... Lolita C. Baldor and Kimberly Dozier 

WASHINGTON — A former Navy SEAL's insider account of the raid that killed Osama bin Laden contains classified 
information, the Pentagon said Tuesday, and the admiral who heads the Naval Special Warfare Command said details in the book may 
provide enemies with dangerous insight into secretive U.S. operations. 

 
27. SEAL Commander: “Disappointed, Embarrassed, Concerned" 
Head of Navy SEALs scolds community for seeking celebrity, political sway 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 04 SEP 12) ... Jeanette Steele 

The commander of Navy SEALs on Tuesday delivered a tongue-lashing to his troops – and the larger community of former elite 
fighters – for showboating, while the Pentagon said a book written by an ex-SEAL about the May 2011 Osama bin Laden mission 
does contain “sensitive” material. 

 
28. New SEAL Book To Be Sold In Military Exchanges 
(MILITARY TIMES 04 SEP 12) ... Andrew Tilghman 

Top Pentagon officials are deeply troubled by a former Navy SEAL’s publication of a book about the May 2011 raid that killed 
Osama bin Laden — but that won’t stop troops worldwide from buying the book at local exchange service stores. 

 

OUTREACH: 
29. Warships Arrive At Detroit Riverfront For Navy Week 
(DETROIT FREE PRESS 04 SEP 12) ... Peggy Walsh-Sarnecki 

Sue Wilczek saw the flotilla of warships for Navy Week sail past the downriver area and followed them from land until they 
docked in Detroit. 

 

COMMENTARY: 
30. Afghanistan: Green On Blue Attacks Are Only A Small Part Of The Problem 
(CENTER FOR STRATEGIC & INTERNATIONAL STUDIES 04 SEP 12) ... Anthony H. Cordesman 

During the last few weeks, coverage of the Afghan War has focused on ‘green on blue attacks’ - the killings of U.S. and other 
International Security Assistance Force (ISAF) soldiers by members of the Afghan security services. This is part of a natural tendency 
to ride the headlines, but the coverage has often been misleading, and it reflects a persistent failure to address the far broader range of 
problems emerging in the war and the needs for major changes in virtually every aspect of the way it is fought. 

 
31. What Roosevelt Would Do In The South China Sea 
(FINANCIAL TIMES (UK) 05 SEP 12) ... James Clad and Robert Manning 

Planting flags on islets, declaring cities where there are too few residents to fill a restaurant, and huffing and puffing over 
uninhabited rocks are acts more suited to a Gilbert and Sullivan farce than to nations in the 21st century. 

 
32. The Master ‘PLAN’: China’s New Guided Missile Destroyer 
China's navy appears on the verge of creating a new class of warship. It could eventually alter the balance of 
naval power in the region. 
(THE DIPLOMAT 04 SEP 12) ... Toshi Yoshihara & James R. Holmes 

We are loyal followers of baseball philosopher Yogi Berra, who reportedly proclaimed that “it’s tough to make predictions, 
especially about the future.” Like the great Yogi, we seldom venture prophecies. But we did hazard one in The Diplomat late in 2010, 
namely that the People’s Liberation Army Navy (PLAN) would defy those Western experts who opined that Beijing had slowed or 
halted its naval buildup. 
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33. Why Iran Doesn’t Believe U.S. And Israeli Threats 
(THE DIPLOMAT 04 SEP 12) ... Zachary Keck 

Speculation over a possible Israeli military strike on Iran has increased since the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) 
released its latest report assessing that Iran’s uranium enrichment program continues to make incremental progress. One party that 
appears unconvinced, however, is the Iranian leadership. As the Washington Post’s editorial board noted after the IAEA report’s 
release, “What’s particularly striking about Iran’s behavior is that the nation’s leaders seem to ignore the possibility that it will 
provoke Israel into launching a military strike on the nuclear facilities in the coming weeks. Perhaps Supreme Leader Ali Khamenei 
doesn’t take theIsraeli threat seriously.” 

 
34. Battle Plan Needed 
(NEW YORK DAILY NEWS 04 SEP 12) 

A shocking series in the Daily News has opened a window on an epidemic of rapes and sexual assaults perpetrated on members of 
the U.S. military — both male and female — by their brothers in arms. The numbers are stunning, the consequences for the victims 
devastating and the punishments for the attackers wholly inadequate. 
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TOP STORIES: 
1. Smiles And Barbs For Clinton In China 
(NEW YORK TIMES 05 SEP 12) ... Steven Lee Myers and Jane Perlez 

BEIJING — Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton 
arrived here on Tuesday night to a barrage of unusually harsh 
coverage in China’s official news media over what they called 
American meddling in territorial disputes in the region — and 
then a strikingly warm welcome from the country’s foreign 
minister. 

The contrasting receptions — both official, though in 
different ways — underscored a complicated and often fraught 
relationship that both countries nevertheless appear intent to 
maintain despite serious differences over foreign policy, trade 
and human rights. 

“In recent years, the China-U.S. relationship has 
maintained stability and achieved development,” the foreign 
minister, Yang Jiechi, told Mrs. Clinton in brief but positive 
remarks, “and we have made important progress in some 
areas.” 

But articles and editorials in China’s official media, as 
well as comments by Chinese analysts, contained unusual bite 
on Tuesday, including personal criticism of Mrs. Clinton. 

The sharpness stemmed from tensions over China’s 
increasingly assertive claims in maritime disputes with other 
nations in the region, and it echoed a feeling shared by many 
in both countries that the United States and China are locked 
in a competition for dominance in the region and beyond. 

“The United States should stop its role as a sneaky 
troublemaker sitting behind some nations in the region and 
pulling strings,” a writer specializing in foreign policy said in 
an article for Xinhua, the state-run news agency. It was a clear 
reference to recent statements by the State Department 
criticizing China’s establishment of a military garrison on 
disputed islands in the South China Sea. 

Mrs. Clinton’s visit is certain to have far less drama than 
her last one, in May, when a blind Chinese dissident, Chen 
Guangcheng, escaped house arrest and sought refuge in the 
American Embassy here, infuriating the Chinese and 
enmeshing the United States in arduous negotiations that 
eventually won permission for Mr. Chen to leave China for 
New York. 

Despite the lingering tensions from that case and new 
ones over China’s territorial ambitions, Mrs. Clinton was 
scheduled over two days to meet with all of the country’s 
senior leaders, including President Hu Jintao and his presumed 
successor, Xi Jinping, on Wednesday. The meeting with Mr. 
Xi was canceled Wednesday morning, although United States 
officials said they did not think it was intended as a slight 
because Mr. Xi had also canceled other Wednesday 
appointments. 

Officials traveling with Mrs. Clinton say they hope 
differences over the South China Sea can be overcome in the 
same way that Mr. Chen’s case was. 

“We are committed to building a cooperative partnership 
with China,” Mrs. Clinton said here on Tuesday evening. “It is 
a key aspect of our rebalancing in the Asia-Pacific.” 

The Obama administration’s renewed focus on Asia has 
been unfavorably interpreted in some quarters here as an effort 
to contain China. China is as wary of American moves in the 
region — including an increase in military personnel and 
matériel in Australia and the Philippines — as the United 
States and its allies in the region are of China’s territorial 
ambitions. 

“For the United States, the South China Sea is not a 
matter of territorial disputes,” said Wu Xinbo, deputy director 
of the Center for American Studies at Fudan University in 
Shanghai. “It’s an issue of strategic gaming. The United States 
is concerned about China’s naval growth.” 

Mrs. Clinton, who is in the middle of a 10-day, 6-nation 
tour of Asia, has repeatedly said that the United States is not 
taking a position on the disputed islands in the South China 
Sea and that it is seeking a peaceful settlement of the 
overlapping claims. 

In Indonesia the day before, she expressed support for 
efforts by the Association of Southeast Asian Nations — 
which includes the Philippines, Brunei and Vietnam, all with 
competing territorial claims — to negotiate a code of conduct 
that would avert disputes and lay the foundation for long-term 
settlements. 

The Chinese Foreign Ministry has gone out of its way in 
the past two days to say that only the countries directly 
involved in South China Sea territorial disputes should 
participate in their solutions, a clear public rebuff of the 
United States. 

China’s recent tactics have raised concerns even among 
other countries in the region not directly involved, including 
India, Singapore and Indonesia. In particular, they cite China’s 
blocking of a diplomatic communiqué at an Asean summit 
meeting in Cambodia in July that called for a collaborative 
process, rather than confrontation. 

“China’s evident pressure on the Association of Southeast 
Asian Nations has undermined 20 years of Chinese ‘charm 
diplomacy,’ ” said an Asian diplomat, who spoke on the 
condition of anonymity. 

“If Asean is divided,” the diplomat said, “this will 
ultimately rebound against China’s interests because it could 
well catalyze the very thing China fears most: containment by 
the United States, as anxious smaller countries will naturally 
cluster around the United States for balance.” 

Mrs. Clinton, who has traveled to China often as secretary 
of state, is generally viewed here as more hostile than other 
American officials, including Mr. Obama’s national security 
adviser, Thomas E. Donilon. By contrast, a commentary in the 
state-run Global Times on Tuesday was blunt about Mrs. 
Clinton. “Many Chinese people do not like Secretary Clinton,” 
the commentary said, according to a translation from the 
Chinese by the American Embassy. “The antipathy and 
vigilance that she personally has brought to the Chinese public 
are not necessarily in the United States’ diplomatic interest.” 

Return to Index 
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2. Iran Supplying Syrian Military Via Iraqi Airspace 
(NEW YORK TIMES 05 SEP 12) ... Michael R. Gordon 

WASHINGTON — Iran has resumed shipping military 
equipment to Syria over Iraqi airspace in a new effort to 
bolster the embattled government of President Bashar al-
Assad of Syria, according to senior American officials. 

The Obama administration pressed Iraq to shut down the 
air corridor that Iran had been using earlier this year, raising 
the issue with Prime Minister Nuri Kamal al-Maliki of Iraq. 
But as Syrian rebels gained ground and Mr. Assad’s 
government was rocked by a bombing that killed several high 
officials, Iran doubled down in supporting the Syrian leader. 
The flights started up again in July and, to the frustration of 
American officials, have continued ever since. 

Military experts say that the flights have enabled Iran to 
provide supplies to the Syrian government despite the efforts 
Syrian rebels have made to seize several border crossings 
where Iranian aid has been trucked in. 

“The Iranians have no problems in the air, and the Syrian 
regime still controls the airport,” said a retired Lebanese Army 
general, Hisham Jaber, who heads the Middle East Center for 
Studies and Research in Beirut. 

Vice President Joseph R. Biden Jr., who has played the 
lead role on Iraq policy for the Obama administration, 
discussed the Syrian crisis in a phone call with Mr. Maliki on 
Aug. 17. The White House has declined to disclose details, but 
an American official who would not speak on the record said 
that Mr. Biden had registered his concerns over the flights. 

The Iranian flights present searching questions for the 
United States. The Obama administration has been reluctant to 
provide arms to the Syrian rebels or establish a no-fly zone 
over Syria for fear of being drawn deeper into the Syrian 
conflict. But the aid provided by Iran underscores the reality 
that Iran has no such hesitancy in providing military supplies 
and advisers to keep Mr. Assad’s government in power. 

And Mr. Maliki’s tolerance of Iran’s use of Iraqi airspace 
suggests the limits of the Obama administration’s influence in 
Iraq, despite the American role in toppling Saddam Hussein 
and ushering in a new government. The American influence 
also appears limited despite its assertion that it is building a 
strategic partnership with the Iraqis. 

Mr. Maliki has sought to maintain relations with Iran, 
while the United States has led the international effort to 
impose sanctions on the Tehran government. At the same 
time, the Iraqi prime minister appears to look at the potential 
fall of Mr. Assad as a development that might strengthen his 
Sunni Arab and Kurdish rivals in the region. Some states that 
are the most eager to see Mr. Assad go, like Saudi Arabia, 
Qatar and Turkey, have poor relations with Mr. Maliki and his 
Shiite-dominated government. 

Iraq could take several steps to stop the flights, including 
insisting that cargo planes that depart from Iran en route to 
Syria land for inspection in Baghdad or declaring outright that 
Iraq’s airspace cannot be used for the flights. 

Iraq does not have a functioning air force, and since the 
withdrawal of American forces last December, the United 
States has no planes stationed in the country. Several airlines 
have been involved in ferrying the arms, according to 
American officials, including Mahan Air, a commercial 
Iranian airline that the United States Treasury Department said 
last year had ferried men, supplies and money for Iran’s 

paramilitary Quds Force and Hezbollah, the militant Lebanese 
group backed by Iran. 

One former American official said it was not entirely 
clear what cargo was being sent to Syria before the flights 
stopped in March. But because of the type of planes involved, 
the nature of the carriers and the Iranians’ reluctance to have 
the planes inspected in Iraq, it was presumed to be tactical 
military equipment. 

At the time the flights were suspended, Iraq was preparing 
to host the Arab League summit meeting, which brought to 
Baghdad many leaders opposed to Mr. Assad. Immediately 
after the meeting, President Obama, in an April 3 call to Mr. 
Maliki, reinforced the message that the flights should not 
continue. 

Iran has an enormous stake in Syria. It is Iran’s staunchest 
Arab ally, a nation that borders the Mediterranean and 
Lebanon, and has provided a channel for Iran’s support to 
Hezbollah. 

As part of Iran’s assistance to the Assad government, it 
has provided the Syrian authorities with the training and 
technology to intercept communications and monitor the 
Internet, according to American officials. Iranian Quds Force 
personnel, they say, have been involved in training the heavily 
Alawite paramilitary forces the government has increasingly 
relied on, as well as Syrian forces that secure the nation’s air 
bases. 

The Iranians have even provided a cargo plane that the 
Syrian military can use to ferry men and supplies around the 
country, according to two American officials. 

In a new twist, according to one American official, there 
have been reliable reports that Iraqi Shiite militia fighters, 
long backed by Iran during its efforts to shape events inside 
Iraq, are now making their way to Syria to help the Assad 
government. 

While they have not specifically discussed the assistance 
it is airlifting to Syria, American officials have spoken 
publicly about Iran’s involvement there. “Iran is playing a 
larger role in Syria in many ways,” Defense Secretary Leon E. 
Panetta said last month. “There’s now an indication that 
they’re trying to develop, or trying to train, a militia within 
Syria to fight on behalf of the regime.” 

David Cohen, a senior Treasury Department official on 
terrorism issues, said last month that Hezbollah has been 
training Syrian government personnel and has facilitated the 
training of Syrian forces by Iran’s Quds Force. 

In his comments last month, Mr. Panetta insisted that the 
Iranian efforts would merely “bolster a regime that we think 
ultimately is going to come down.” But some Iranian experts 
believe that the Iranian leadership may be unlikely to stop its 
involvement in Syria even if Mr. Assad is overthrown, having 
calculated that a chaotic Syria is better than a new government 
that might be sympathetic to the West. 

“Plan A is to keep Bashar al-Assad in power,” said 
Mohsen Sazegara, an Iranian pro-democracy activist who lives 
in the United States and who was one of the founding 
members of Iran’s Revolutionary Guards. “But Plan B is that 
if they can’t keep him in power anymore they will try to make 
another Iraq or another Afghanistan — civil war — then you 
can create another Hezbollah.” 
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As vocal as the Pentagon and the State Department have 
been about the Iranian role, they have been loath to publicly 
discuss the Iranian flights or the touchy questions it poses 
about American relations with the Maliki government. The 

State Department, when asked Tuesday about the Iranian 
flights over Iraq and what efforts the United States had made 
in Baghdad to encourage the Iraqi government to stop them, 
would not provide an official comment. 

Return to Index 
 

3. Are We Winning In Afghanistan? 
An exclusive interview with Gen. John Allen, commander of America's forgotten war. 
(FOREIGN POLICY 05 SEP 12) ... Gordon Lubold 

The lack of a clearly defined narrative about Afghanistan, 
combined with election noise and economic worries in the 
United States, has pushed the war out of the American 
consciousness. In recent weeks, the spate of insider attacks put 
it back on the media's map, temporarily. But the next several 
months will in many ways shape the U.S. exit between now 
and December 2014. Soon, we will learn how many troops 
will remain in the country. We'll learn what impact attacks on 
militants may have on the battlefield. We'll see if the Afghan 
National Security Forces (ANSF) can truly stand on their own. 
And we'll learn just how fast U.S. forces will be sent to the 
exits. 

FP's Gordon Lubold sat down with Gen. John Allen, 
commander of the International Security Assistance Force 
(ISAF), in his office in Kabul on Aug. 29 -- as he scrambled to 
stop the insider attacks against U.S. forces and just over two 
months before he submits his recommendation to President 
Barack Obama on the size of the force he thinks he'll need 
through next year.The following is an edited transcript of their 
conversation. 

In addition to troop levels and the state of the ANSF, 
Allen talked about a new phenomenon in the war: a series of 
local uprisings that remain disconnected from each other and 
the Afghan government but that could possibly come together 
to pose a serious threat tothe Taliban. Talking at greater length 
about the uprisings than he has before, and drawing a link to 
the Anbar Awakening in Iraq, Allen said, "This is a really 
important moment for this campaign because the brutality of 
the Taliban and the desire for local communities to have 
security has become so, so prominent -- as it was in Anbar -- 
that they're willing to take the situation into their own hands to 
do this." 

Meanwhile, Allen provided some insight into how he will 
frame his report to the president: "The battle space has really 
changed. I used to say how much combat power I'm going to 
need. It's not any longer a pure measure of combat power, 
because much of what is generating success for us is less 
about conventional maneuver units than it is about the 
combination of conventional maneuver units with the success 
that is being achieved with the security force assistance." The 
Afghans, he says, are really stepping up to the task. 
Washington will certainly be watching to see whether he is 
right. 

Foreign Policy: Thanks again for sitting down with us. I 
am particularly interested in these uprisings in the east and 
how you view them. They are in their nascency, but I am told 
they may be a significant trend down the line. Are we talking 
"Andar Awakening"? 

Gen. John Allen: They're actually calling it the Andar 
Awakening ...to plagiarize our Anbar Awakening. [But]let me 
just make a couple of general remarks. It's been a pretty busy 
summer. We're about 20 days from finishing up the recovery 

of the surge. We are inserting our Security Force Assistance 
Teams. We're reposturing the battle space to account for that. 
The ANSF is really taking over much more of the fighting 
than it has done in the past. The Security Force Assistance 
Teams are really accelerating that. 

Unprompted by me, as I circulate in the battle space, the 
brigade commanders are uniformly, in different regional 
commands, using the term "game-changer" with the Security 
Force Assistance Teams in really accelerating where we want 
the ANSF to go. So the recovery of the surge, the reposturing 
of the battle space, the insertion of the Security Force 
Assistance Teams, the ANSF moving more into the lead, 
fighting the insurgency, the beginning of the base closure.... 

All of that has been going on this summer.... On the 
whole, the campaign is on track. 

What I have been asked in the past is, "When are you 
shifting the main effort from the south to the east?" And I 
respond with, "That's not the question." I'm weighting the 
fight in the east because they need the resources, 'cause that, 
that insurgent fight is different than the insurgent fight 
everywhere else in the battle space. But I'm shifting the main 
effort right now, and the main effort is shifting in that we, 
ISAF, will become the supporting effort. The ANSF will 
become the main effort.... 

FP: Is that where you wanted to be in terms of the 
schedule, the ANSF taking over? 

Allen: It's actually ahead of time.... What you see I have 
in the battle space now is a combination of advisors and main-
force units. The advisors are inside the Afghan units. The 
main-force units are partnered with them or are conducting 
independent ops, and there are really very few independent 
ISAF operations anymore. It is very, very substantially 
partnered, and in many cases they are actually ANSF-led. 

Now I just came back from [Regional Command-East], 
where I spent a good bit of time earlier this week with both of 
the ANSF corps commanders. We're seeing the ANSF 
routinely conduct operations now from squad level to corps 
level. I mean, they're running the entire spectrum of 
operations. Do they need help? The answer is yes. They need a 
lot of help still, because we still haven't recruited the whole 
force. Which I think is important for people to understand. 
We've probably got another 15,000 to 20,000 to go[to get to a 
total force of 352,000]. But we don't finish the whole build of 
the force until December of next year. So I'm actually pretty 
pleased with where the ANSF is right now, given where they 
were just two years ago. But much work remains to be done. 
We've got enablers that have to come online. We've got to 
build their capabilities to employ, for example, artillery. We've 
got to work very hard on their sustainment and resupply 
capabilities. 

FP: Which means airlift, for example -- 
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Allen: Airlift, and we can talk about the air piece of it. 
That is one that has got a lot of my attention, and it's going to 
be a long time to fix that actually. But the sustainment piece of 
this, as I actually was saying just this morning to my leaders, a 
young army might do quite well in close combat, but young 
armies fail typically to sustain themselves. And so we're 
putting a tremendous amount of effort, actually, into 
engendering habits of sustainment. And it's everything from 
being able to properly convoy the equipment and the fuels and 
that sort of thing to the various places for distribution to 
getting the spare parts to the mechanics so they can turn the 
wrenches in the motor pools to keep the vehicles up. 

FP: You just returned from the east. Tell me about these 
uprisings against the Taliban and how you see them. 

Allen: They're really an important moment, actually. And 
I had the conversation with [President Hamid Karzai] this 
morning. Each, each one is an organic movement. And they're 
popping up in a lot of different places. We're going to start to 
plot them on a map -- we've actually done it already -- but 
we're going to do some analysis as to, is it tribal? Is it ethnic? 
What was the particular cause? What is the potential solution? 

[Andar district in Ghazni province] is the most 
conspicuous right now, but there's another really substantial 
one that's growing in Kamdesh in southern Nuristan. There's 
one growing in Wardak. There's one growing in Ghor. We've 
heard of one in Faryab. 

And so what we have to do is, as I said to [Karzai] this 
morning, it's not just about supporting Andar in Ghazni. This 
is a really important moment for this campaign because the 
brutality of the Taliban and the desire for local communities to 
have security has become so, so prominent -- as it was in 
Anbar -- that they're willing to take the situation into their own 
hands to do this. 

FP: What is the proper role for ISAF to play here? 
Allen: We're not playing a role. If we do at all, it will be 

always through GIRoA [government of the Islamic Republic 
of Afghanistan] ... because we don't want an uprising to 
appear to be responsive to us. We want it to be responsive to 
the local conditions, and we ultimately would like to see 
GIRoA be the solution for them. And that's the right thing to 
do. 

So I think that as we analyze each one of these, each one 
started for a different reason, and so we've got to be sensitive 
to the kinds of assistance. When I say "we," I always mean 
GIRoA, the Afghan government. It has to be sensitive to why 
it started and how conceivably it can help the people. They 
ought to want to help the people. And how they might help the 
people is going to be different in each place. It could be about 
local employment. It could be about a school. It could be 
about a clinic. It could be about fresh water. Just a little bit of 
help gives the people in that village, or cluster of villages, a 
choice for the first time. Because right now their only choice 
is fighting the Taliban or being repressed by the Taliban. 

FP: Could the kind of assistance these villages might be 
provided include arms? 

Allen: The answer is yes, but that's a decision made by 
the Afghans. 

FP: You seem fairly bullish on this trend. 
Allen: I think it is.... In fact, when I first visited Ghazni in 

August of last year, Andar was considered almost terra 
incognita. We had to fight into Andar and fight out of Andar. 

Now Andar is a place that's completely different. And this will 
be, for Afghans who are watching the world unfold for them, 
what they're seeing is that the ANSF has created a security 
bubble in a lot of places around the country. Now there's still a 
lot of fighting that's going on, but there are people that now -- 
again, the conversation with the president today -- there are 
places in this country where the people can have a post-
conflict conversation. 

We saw this in Anbar. It is very much like what we 
experienced in Anbar. Now is the time to surge capabilities for 
governance and economic opportunity into the "white space" 
that has been created by and largely by the Afghan forces. So 
that's one condition that's being seen in the battle space. But 
another condition that's being seen in the battle space is what 
we just talked about, which is people who are tired of the 
constant oppression and the nature of the quality of their life 
inflicted on them by the Taliban. They want something 
different, but they don't really have any choices. And so this 
gives them a choice as well. 

FP: I understand the need to put an Afghan face on this. 
But to whatever extent the Afghan government plays a role, 
they'll still need coalition assistance, say, in the form of a 
coalition helicopter. Suddenly the help looks very Western, 
right? 

Allen: I'm telling you right now, we're resupplying in 
Kamdesh using Afghan Army helicopters. They're getting up 
there. They're doing it. They've inserted commandos up there. 
They're resupplying local elements up there. They're 
maintaining the ANP [Afghan National Police] in some key 
checkpoints and strong points. They're maintaining them. 
Every now and again, they'll run out of helicopters, and we'll 
help 'em. But part of this is a genuine effort, a genuine desire 
on behalf of the Afghans to truly make this an Afghan 
spontaneous uprising, but an Afghan-supported effort, too. 
Which I think is great. 

FP: Let's just say you're leaving ISAF by next spring. Do 
you have so much hope in this that things could look quite a 
bit different by then. 

Allen: Well, I think there are some places it could. I think 
there's some places; it's really too early to tell. 

FP: Right. Peace won't break out across the entire land. 
Allen: No, that's right, but there will be some.... 

Remember, it didn't all break out in Iraq at the same time. It 
started in Anbar. If properly nurtured, if properly nurtured, 
these could become important local influences in blunting the 
Taliban's attempt to get into the population. 

FP: The surge troops will soon redeploy, and you will 
have roughly 68,000 American troops on the ground in 
Afghanistan. You have said publicly that you would like to 
maintain as much of that force as possible through next year. 

Allen: Well, let me just give you a broad idea of how 
we're disposed at [68,000], and we'll be at [68,000] on 1 
October. A great deal of the conventional combat power is 
going to be in the east to continue to partner closely with 
[Afghan units]. So we're going to have conventional combat 
power in here to partner with them on operations, to do corps-
level operations, where they're hitting the enemy 
simultaneously across the network. We've also, though, 
inserted a lot of advisors in there, too. So we're both advising 
and we're partnering.... [One Afghan corps] commander said 
to my division commander, "On the 1st of July, I got it." And 
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he does; he does got it. His name is Hamid. He's very good, 
and he's out there kicking ass. I'm telling you. 

But we have loaded it up with Afghans now, so there is a 
full corps of Afghans, a battalion of [Afghan National Civil 
Order Police]. We've gotten permission to increase the Afghan 
Local Police in there. We're using commando battalions to do 
focused operations. So even though our numbers have come 
down, we've still got a substantial British contingent, a 
substantial Marine contingent with Army enablers, and a large 
Afghan presence there. 

FP: So you're not worried about the south? 
Allen: Well, I'm going to watch it very closely. I'm going 

to watch it very closely because this in the end, of course, is 
the spiritual homeland of the Pashtun rebellion. So for us it is 
less about a full-up conventional battle here than it is about 
consolidating our holds on the population, which is the key 
terrain and the center of gravity in a counterinsurgency 
operation. 

FP: I want to ask you about Pakistani influence. 
Allen: It's substantial. The Haqqanis are still very active. 

The Haqqanis as a group, it's important to keep an eye on 
them.... Now again, good Irishman here, I'm tapping wood 
every time I say this, but the fact that there have not been 
large-scale attacks inside [Kabul] -- which is one of the most 
threatened cities on the planet, given the threat streams 
emanating out of North Waziristan and out of terrorist 
concentrations along the Federally Administered Tribal Areas 
and inside Afghanistan -- is a direct reflection to, I think, the 

success of our posturing of conventional forces and the use of 
special operations forces in very close integration. 

FP:When will you make your recommendation to 
President Obama regarding troop strength? 

Allen: My goal now is to have something out of here by 
the middle of November. 

FP: What will it include? 
Allen: It's going to have several parts to it. I'm going to 

assess the state of the insurgency, as we saw it this year. I'm 
going to assess the state of the ANSF, as it has evolved this 
year. And, you know, I really think that's good news. In fact, 
both of those are good-news stories. I'm going to assess the 
operational conditions in '13 and then make a recommendation 
on what I think to be the kind of forces that I'll need in '13 and 
'14. 

And I used to use a different term because the battle space 
has really changed. I used to say how much combat power I'm 
going to need. It's not any longer a pure measure of combat 
power, because much of what is generating success for us is 
less about conventional maneuver units than it is about the 
combination of conventional maneuver units with the success 
that is being achieved with the security force assistance. So it 
is a combination of forces and capabilities which I'll clearly 
depict as being in synergy that I'll seek to make in the 
recommendation. So it's about numbers, but within those 
numbers, it's about being able to depict the kinds of forces 
necessary to continue to generate success. 

Gordon Lubold is a national security reporter for Foreign 
Policy. 
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ASIA – PACIFIC: 
4. Clinton Meets With China's President 
Clinton Meets China's President, but Successor Cancels 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 05 SEP 12) ... Monica Langley and Brian Spegele 

BEIJING—U.S. Secretary of State Hillary Clinton met 
with Chinese President Hu Jintao on Wednesday and pledged 
greater cooperation despite tensions on a rising number of 
issues. 

But a meeting with Mr. Hu's expected successor, Xi 
Jinping, was unexpectedly canceled for what a U.S. official 
said was a back injury. 

The severity and cause of the injury wasn't clear on 
Wednesday. The U.S. official said the cancellation wouldn't 
likely affect the tenor of Mrs. Clinton's visit. A senior State 
Department official said Mr. Xi had also canceled appearances 
with Singapore Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong and an 
unidentified Russian official. 

Mr. Xi, who is 59 years old, wished Mrs. Clinton a 
productive visit in a message delivered by Foreign Minister 
Yang Jiechi, according to another U.S. official. Mr. Xi is 
widely expected to succeed Mr. Hu as Communist Party chief 
at a once-a-decade leadership change this fall. 

Speaking in Beijing's Great Hall of the People, Mr. Hu 
and Mrs. Clinton highlighted areas of cooperation between the 
world's No. 1 and No. 2 economies in an apparent effort to put 
the relationship in a positive light after weeks of sniping on 
issues ranging from trade to regional disputes over China's 
claims of sovereignty over local waters. 

Mr. Hu cited Mrs. Clinton's previous work with Chinese 
officials. "All of this shows the high level of importance you 
attached to the China-U.S. relationship and the efforts you 
have made to push forward that relationship," he said. 

Mrs. Clinton said the relationship "is on a strong and solid 
base," adding that, "we are able to explore areas of agreement, 
and areas of disagreement." 

In a later news conference, Mr.s Clinton noted that this 
was her fifth visit to China and that she visited the country on 
her first foreign trip as secretary of state. 

She said that the U.S. were working to "build habits of 
cooperation" and that the two countries "literally consult 
almost on a daily basis." 

"Our two nations are trying to do something never been 
done in history," she said. "When an established power and a 
rising power meet." 

Mrs. Clinton's visit comes as China's government and 
public shows increasing skepticism of heightened U.S. 
strategic engagement in Asia. Mrs. Clinton will likely press 
Chinese leaders over deepening territorial disputes with 
neighbors over portions of the South China and East China 
seas. Washington has repeatedly said it doesn't take sides in 
territorial disputes but maintains an interest in protecting 
freedom of navigation in the region. 
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The visit isn't expected to spur diplomatic breakthroughs. 
Rather, it is viewed by diplomats and analysts as paving the 
way for a regional summit in November, where the U.S. and 
some territorial claimants will likely push to discuss territorial 
disputes in a multilateral setting. Beijing has resisted similar 
efforts in the past, and prefers handling disputes on a bilateral 
basis. 

A barrage of commentaries in state media in recent days 
underscored mistrust of Mrs. Clinton's strategy. Many in 
China fear the U.S. is attempting to contain China's rapid 
economic and political ascent. 

Mrs. Clinton told Mr. Hu that her trip "most likely is my 
last visit in this capacity" as secretary of state. She is expected 
to step down following November's presidential election. 

"We hope Clinton can reflect upon the deep harm she is 
bringing to the Sino-U.S. relationship in the last few months 
before she leaves office and try to make up for it," read an 
editorial in the Global Times, a tabloid affiliated with the 
Communist Party's flagship People's Daily.The editorial bore 

the headline: "Hillary, a Figure Who Deeply Exacerbates 
U.S.-China Mutual Distrust." 

The Chinese Foreign Ministry last month in a strongly 
worded statement questioned U.S. intentions in the region. 
Hong Lei, a spokesman for the ministry sounded a cautious 
note during a daily news briefing Tuesday: "We hope the U.S. 
side can keep relevant promises and do more to boost regional 
peace and stability and not the opposite." 

During her visit, analysts say, Mrs. Clinton will be 
looking to balance pressing for China's cooperation on 
regional hot-button issues with a need for China's broader 
cooperation on wider diplomatic concerns over Syria and Iran. 
But Chinese analysts say there is concern among Chinese 
officials and the public that the U.S. is being disingenuous 
when it say its refocus on Asia isn't designed to contain 
China's influence. 

"Sometimes it's not a matter of being soft or tough," said 
Wu Xinbo, who researches U.S.-China ties at Fudan 
University in Shanghai. "It's a matter of trust and credibility." 

View Clip (RT: 4:28) 
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5. China Warns U.S. Not To Take Sides In Sea Disputes As Clinton Arrives 
(REUTERS 04 SEP 12) ... Andrew Quinn and Chris Buckley 

JAKARTA/BEIJING -- China warned the United States 
not to get involved in South China Sea territorial disputes on 
Tuesday as U.S. Secretary of State Hillary Clinton arrived in 
Beijing pledging to pass on a strong message on the need to 
calm regional tension. 

The last time Clinton visited the Chinese capital, plans to 
highlight improving U.S.-China ties were derailed by a blind 
Chinese dissident whose dramatic flight to the U.S. embassy 
exposed the deeply uneasy relationship. 

The irritants this time are disputes over tiny islets and 
craggy outcrops in oil- and gas-rich areas of the South and 
East China Seas that have set China against U.S. regional 
allies such as the Philippines and Taiwan. 

U.S. officials say the message is once again one of 
cooperation and partnership - and an important chance to 
compare notes during a year of political transition. 

But the unease remains, sharpened by disputes in the 
South and East China Seas that have rattled nerves across the 
region and led to testy exchanges with Washington just as the 
Obama administration "pivots" to the Asia-Pacific region 
following years of military engagement in Iraq and 
Afghanistan. 

Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesman Hong Lei suggested 
at a daily news briefing that Washington was not a helpful 
force in the maritime disputes. 

"We have noted that the United States has stated many 
times that it does not take sides," he said when asked about the 
U.S. role. "We hope that the United States will abide by its 
promises and do more that is beneficial to regional peace and 
stability, and not the opposite." 

Chinese newspapers, including Communist Party 
mouthpiece the People's Daily, have suggested the South 
China Sea territorial claims are among Beijing's "core national 
interests" - a term suggesting they share the same importance 
as sovereignty over Tibet and Xinjiang. 

Hong did not directly answer a question about whether 
that was the government's official position. 

"China, like any other country in the world, has the duty 
to protect its sovereignty and territorial integrity," he said. 

"Without Coercion" 
Clinton arrived in Beijing late on Tuesday, huddling with 

U.S. officials on board her plane before heading off to 
meetings with Foreign Minister Yang Jiechi followed by a 
dinner. 

In Jakarta on Monday, she urged China and its Southeast 
Asian neighbours to move quickly on a code of conduct for 
the South China Sea and stressed that disputes should be 
resolved "without coercion, without intimidation, without 
threats and certainly without the use of force…" 

But progress has been thwarted in recent months by 
China's increasingly assertive posture, which has included 
establishing a garrison on a disputed island and stepping up 
patrols of contested waters. 

That suggests Beijing has no intention of backing down 
on its unilateral claim to sovereignty over a huge stretch of 
ocean and potentially equally large energy reserves. 

Clinton faces a balancing act, pushing on the territorial 
disputes while keeping cooperation on track on other issues 
including reining in the North Korean and Iranian nuclear 
programmes, the Syria crisis and economic disputes that have 
long bedevilled the two countries. 

"One of the challenges before us is to demonstrate how 
we deal with areas in which we have different perceptions and 
where we face challenging issues on the ground, or in this case 
on the water," one senior U.S. official said. 

But some Chinese media have been blunt in their 
opposition to Clinton. The Global Times, a popular, nationalist 
tabloid, accused her of "deeply intensifying mutual suspicion.” 

"Many Chinese people dislike Hillary Clinton," it said in 
an editorial. "She has brought new and extremely profound 
mutual distrust between the mainstream societies of the two 
countries, and removing that will not be easy." 

What Next? 
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Clinton on Wednesday will meet outgoing President Hu 
Jintao and Vice President Xi Jinping, the man who will likely 
succeed him as paramount leader following a Communist 
Party congress this year. 

Xi visited the United States in February on a get-
acquainted tour and U.S. officials expect him to be a steady-
handed leader. 

But concerns over China's fast-expanding influence and 
its belligerent tone in the regional disputes have Washington 
scrambling to assess how Beijing's political stars are lining up. 

China, too, has its concerns and has pushed back against 
U.S. attempts to referee the South China Sea dispute and insert 
itself into similar rows between China, Japan and South Korea 
over islands in the East China Sea. 

While Washington has stressed that it takes no position on 
the competing claims and simply wants to see a mechanism 
established to resolve them, its forceful calls on China to play 
along have had a cool reception in Beijing. 

Mark Valencia, a Hawaii-based expert on Asia-Pacific 
maritime disputes, said the recent exchanges left "no doubt 
that the U.S. is siding with ASEAN (Association of Southeast 
Asian Nations) -- not necessarily saying that their claim is 
correct, but that the bases of their claims have more merit than 
those of China.” 

During Clinton's last China visit in April, dissident Chen 
Guangcheng stole the headlines with his made-for-TV escape 
from house arrest, flight to the U.S. embassy and eventual 
decision to take a U.S.-brokered deal to travel to New York. 

U.S. officials are hoping for no such surprises during 
Clinton's 24-hour visit, saying this is a moment for stability, 
not stirring the waters. 

"I think the secretary intends very clearly to underscore 
our continuing interest in maintaining a strong, positive 
relationship," the senior U.S. official said. 
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6. U.S. Marines To Set Up Marine Command Post Facing South China Sea 
(KYODO NEWS 04 SEP 12) ... Dario Agnote 

MANILA -- The U.S. Marines plan to set up an "advance 
command post" on the western Philippine island of Palawan 
that faces the South China Sea, a senior Philippine marine 
officer told Kyodo News Tuesday. 

"The plan is to station 50 to 60 American marines in 
Palawan as an advance command post in the region," said the 
officer privy to the plan. 

Palawan is an island province closest to the disputed 
Spratly Islands in the South China Sea being claimed in whole 
or in part by China, Vietnam, the Philippines, Taiwan, 
Malaysia and Brunei. 

According to the officer, the plan includes converting a 
246-hectare Philippine Marine Corps reservation in 
Samariniana town in Brooke's Point, in southeastern Palawan, 
into a joint marine operational command. 

The officer said the 1.1 kilometer airstrip inside the 
reservation will be extended to 2.4 km to accommodate big 
U.S. military transport planes. 

Construction work will begin in September in time for the 
annual Philippine-U.S. amphibious landing exercise in 
Palawan, he said. 

"U.S. Marines will hire Filipino contractors to do the 
works because it will be costly if they bring their equipment 
over," he said. 

More buildings will also be erected there, the officer said. 
Aside from Samariniana, the source said the U.S. military 

is also looking at developing joint "operational bases" in other 
parts of Palawan, including Oyster Bay, Ulugan Bay, 
Macarascas town, Puerto Princesa City, Tarumpitao Point in 
Rizal and San Vicente town. 

Palawan is just one of the areas identified both by Manila 
and Washington where U.S. Marines will train in a rotating 
deployment, the officer said. 

He said that several military facilities in the Philippine 
main island of Luzon and Mindanao island in southern 
Philippines have also been "opened for access" for U.S. 
troops. 

"These are choke points. These are very strategically 
located areas that can be used by both the U.S. and the 

Philippine forces," he said, adding that Americans can berth 
their warships and park their planes in the Philippines for 
"servicing and maintenance." 

"The officer said the airstrip in Balabac, the southernmost 
island in the Palawan archipelago that was used by U.S. forces 
during World War ll, will also be restored and improved. 

Another source said the Philippine military offered 
Palawan to Lt. Gen. Duane Thiessen, commanding general of 
the U.S. Marine Corps Forces Pacific, during his visit to 
Palawan last April to attend the joint U.S.-Philippine war 
games. 

Diplomatic and military sources said the United States 
specifically wants more access to Philippine airfields and ports 
for "servicing and maintenance" including refueling and repair 
of U.S. aircraft and ships. 

These areas include military facilities in the former U.S. 
military bases Clark in Pampanga and Subic Bay in Olongapo, 
Poro Point in La Union, Sangley Point in Cavite, Laoag City 
on Luzon Island and Zamboanga on Mindanao, sources said. 

Also being considered are similar facilities in Batanes, the 
northernmost Philippine island province closest to Taiwan, 
General Santos City in Mindanao and Cebu City in the central 
Philippines. 

The sources said the number of U.S. troops that will be 
rotated through the Philippines reportedly hovers between 
4,000 and 4,500, including U.S. Marines based in Okinawa, 
Japan. 

But the sources said that the final size of the U.S. troops 
and details of the plan are still being finalized. 

Philippine and U.S. officials are mum about the plan to 
increase the American presence in the Philippines, a long-time 
U.S. ally which 20 years ago kicked the U.S. forces out from 
their huge naval and air bases in the country. 

U.S. Ambassador Harry Thomas told a business forum 
last week that "the close partnership we have with the 
Philippines, as we work together to advance our shared 
interests on regional strategic issues, on security and economic 
cooperation, means that the U.S. and the Philippines are 
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writing a new chapter in our longstanding alliance, and 
building a relationship for the coming century, and beyond." 

China has territorial disputes with U.S. allies, including 
the Philippines, over islands, shoals, cays and reefs in the 
South China Sea. It has behaved assertively in recent years, 
alarming the Philippines and other claimants. 

The United States has repeatedly said it will not take 
sides, while urging claimants to resolve the dispute peacefully. 

The Philippines' 1987 constitution bans permanent foreign 
military basing in its soil. But the U.S. maintains strong 
security ties with the Philippines through a 1951 mutual 
defense treaty. 

In 1998, Washington and Manila forged a visiting forces 
agreement, paving the way for increased military cooperation 
under the 1951 treaty. 

Under the agreement, the U.S. has conducted ship visits to 
Philippine ports and resumed large combined military 
exercises with Philippine forces. 

Currently, at any one time since 2002, there are about 600 
combined U.S. troops "rotating" in Zamboanga, mainly 
providing "counterterrorism assistance and training" to 
Philippine soldiers combating Muslim extremists in southern 
Philippines. 
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7. South Korea To Hold Exercise On Disputed Islands 
U.S. troops not slated to participate in exercise 
(STARS AND STRIPES 05 SEP 12) ... Ashley Rowland and Yoo Kyong Chang 

SEOUL — Amid rising tensions with Japan, South Korea 
will hold an exercise this weekend aimed at protecting a 
bitterly contested island territory from invasion — by both 
foreign militaries and protesters. 

The exercise, to be held at the Dokdo islets Friday 
through Monday, has been scaled down and will include fewer 
than 1,000 troops, a spokesman for South Korea’s Joint Chiefs 
of Staff said, though both he and other military officials 
declined to confirm the exact number of participants. 

A key aim is training South Korean maritime police to 
respond to a possible invasion of the two rocky islands by 
Japanese demonstrators, another JCS spokesman said, 
speaking on condition of anonymity. He said South Korea 
believes a military response to a civilian landing would send 
the message that Dokdo is a “troubled area” and could further 
Japanese efforts to take the case before an international court. 

Both Japan and South Korea claim the islands, where 
South Korea maintains a police presence. Recent South 
Korean media stories have speculated on how a war between 
the two countries over the islands would play out, and how to 
repel a civilian invasion there. 

The JCS said the Army, Navy, Air Force and police will 
rehearse a scenario in which they turn away foreign vessels. It 
refused to comment when asked if Japanese activists were 
really expected to invade Dokdo. 

Several military officials downplayed any specific 
country being the target of the drills, saying they were meant 
to deter any possible enemies. 

The dispute is so divisive that the two countries won’t 
even agree on the name of the islands or the body of water 

where they’re located. In South Korea, they’re known as the 
Dokdo islands in the East Sea; in Japan, they’re called 
Takeshima in the Sea of Japan. 

U.S. troops will not participate in the exercise, according 
to U.S. Forces Korea. USFK did not answer questions about 
whether it had encouraged the South to halt or scale back the 
exercise, though the JCS said USFK had not communicated 
with Seoul about the drill. 

Japanese foreign ministry officials declined to comment 
Wednesday on the exercise, but said Senior Vice Minister 
Ryuji Yamane told reporters Monday that Tokyo had asked 
Seoul not to conduct it. 

South Korean Marines were originally scheduled to 
conduct landing maneuvers on the islands, but that portion of 
the exercise was canceled last week because of ongoing 
friction with Japan following South Korean President Lee 
Myung-bak’s Aug. 10 visit to the island. 

Lee’s visit, the first by a South Korean president, has led 
to increased diplomatic tension between the two countries. 
The JCS said this week that the landing drill had been 
canceled because Lee’s visit sufficiently demonstrated the 
nation’s resolve to protect Dokdo from foreign invasion. 

Baek Seung Joo, a senior researcher at the Korea Institute 
for Defense Analyses in Seoul, said South Koreans are 
outraged by Japan’s repeated claims to ownership of the 
islands. 

“We feel so much pain because Dokdo is part of South 
Korea,” he said. 

Return to Index 
 
 

AFGHANISTAN: 
8. Marine General On End Of U.S. War Campaign 
Q and A with Maj. Gen. Charles M. Gurganus in Afghanistan 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 04 SEP 12) ... Gretel C. Kovach 

HELMAND PROVINCE, Afghanistan — Since he took 
command of U.S. and international forces in southwestern 
Afghanistan in March, Marine Maj. Gen. Charles M. 
Gurganus and his Camp Pendleton staff have overseen a 
“fighting retrograde” in the deadliest area of the country for 
coalition forces. Violence remains high after nearly 11 years at 

war, unlike the twilight of the Iraq conflict, but most Marines 
and U.S. military equipment are on the way home. 

At its peak last year the NATO regional command 
headquartered in Helmand province included some 20,000 
Marines and Sailors, with close to half from Camp Pendleton, 
Miramar Marine Corps Air Station and Twentynine Palms. 
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Now as U.S. troop levels nationwide fall to about 68,000, the 
Marine force has shrunk close to its goal for the end of this 
month of about 7,000. 

Military reporter Gretel C. Kovach and staff photographer 
Nelvin C. Cepeda spent five weeks on the front lines of 
Helmand province this summer — for the third time since 
2010. In an exclusive, hour-and-a-half long interview at his 
Camp Leatherneck headquarters, Gurganus spoke with U-T 
San Diego about the beginning of the end of the U.S. war 
campaign and the future of southwestern Afghanistan. 

Excerpts edited for clarity and brevity. 
Q: U.S. Marines have been fighting in large numbers 

in Helmand province since 2009, when they joined British 
forces. How strong is the insurgency there today? 

A: If you read all the intel, oh boy it’s a pretty bleak 
picture. The insurgents have got a list of their objectives, but 
without capability then all they’ve got is a list. The insurgents 
are less capable today, and I think that’s cumulative of over 
the years. It’s all of the work done out here by not just 
Marines but by the coalition force and the people partnered 
with them. Some of it is we ran (the insurgents) pretty hard the 
first 120 days. We’ve run the Marines pretty hard too. 

Q: With large offensives in increasingly remote areas? 
A: Yeah. We tried not to give them a rest. We pushed an 

ever dwindling (Marine) force harder and harder. And in turn 
it took (the insurgents) off of the rhythm and what their plans 
were. But no one group in the coalition force will be here 
when this thing turns. It will turn based on the cumulative 
effect over time. That’s not only the fighting against the 
insurgency, it’s also some of the development projects. 

Q: You’re not simply trying to kill more of them? 
A: No. The disrupting effect that we have keeps them 

from being able to dictate where, when, with how much. 
Every time we go in there, OK yeah you take some of them 
off the battlefield. But no, we’re not in it for the body count. 
We’re able to find some of their caches. You take some of 
them off the battlefield. You take some of their toys off the 
battlefield. And now you can see the security bubble start to 
move outward. 

Q: What about overall violence? 
A: Sig acts (significant acts of violence such as roadside 

bombings or fire fights) have not dropped appreciably from 
last year this time. But who’s causing them now (amid the 
large Marine offensives?) Where I think you see the strength 
of the insurgency and the weaknesses is how far away from 
the people are the trouble spots now? Not in the population 
areas. And the number of enemy-initiated attacks are down. 

Q: How capable are the national security forces? 
A: The Afghan National Army is very competent. They 

don’t do planning very well. They react. Not exactly like we 
would do it, but if there is a crisis, they are good at a crisis. 
The police are still a good ways behind the army in terms of 
their capabilities, because they’re still a paramilitary force. 
Eventually you’ve got to try to get them from hunting 
insurgents to ensuring that crime in a city (is controlled.) 

Crime around here comes in many forms, if you start 
talking about the drug side of this thing, about the corruption. 
You don’t ever hear police talking about eliminating crime. 
They suppress crime and make crime less attractive to people 
than it would otherwise be if you’re going away for a long 

time. But we haven’t been able to tie them tight enough to the 
rule of law. 

Just having a police force is worthless. Because what do 
you do with a guy when you arrest him? If you don’t have 
investigators, if you don’t know how to collect evidence and 
you don’t have a prosecutor you can turn the case over to, and 
a judge to hear the case, and a prison to put them in if you 
convict them ... then having a police force is no good. All the 
other pieces are still coming. 

Q: Another problem is coordination between the 
national security forces? 

A: The army still does the army thing, the police still does 
its thing. What it becomes if you don’t coordinate it is six-
year-old soccer. Everybody just follows the ball. It moves in a 
blob. We don’t want that. We want people to play positions 
and be ready to respond to each other if they have trouble. 

Q: Do you think the national security forces will be 
able to hold this area against the Taliban after most U.S. 
troops head home by late 2014? 

A: Yeah I do. I really do believe that. Honest to goodness, 
scouts’ honor. They’ve got too many things going for them. 
Unless … a couple of things could take it apart. One is 
perception of corruption. Beyond 2014, I think there will be 
some advisor capability still necessary. We may still be 
building logistics capabilities. Special operations task forces 
maybe. I think that we will still be providing some enablers — 
they won’t grow a full-up air force in two years. Just getting 
the equipment will take time. And they’ve got to also grow a 
capability to take care of all of the facilities that have been 
built. You know when generators go down: call the Marines! 
Whoops, nobody’s answering the phone. We are working 
toward all those skill sets, but you don’t get all of those skill 
sets in a year or two-year period. 

Q: Will there be civil war? 
A: I won’t say it’s likely, but I won’t say that it’s 

impossible either. There are a lot of factors, and I will stay 
within Helmand. In the last 30 years the dynamics of society 
have been altered. Tribal leaders were killed. You have 
warlords. The era of the warlords cranked open the door for 
the Taliban to step in. Some of these people have become very 
powerful and very wealthy. Are they willing to go back and 
accept the tribal society that they had? I don’t know. But 
we’re seeing a lot of development now. And we’re spending a 
lot of effort trying to get the right people training to the rule of 
law piece. 

Q: Much of the surge of extra troops ordered into the 
country in December 2009 consisted of Marines sent to 
Helmand province, a sparsely populated area of the 
country. Was that a mistake? 

A: The surge created the conditions for the building of the 
215th Afghan National Army Corps. It created the conditions 
where recruitment could take place for 8,500 or so police 
officials. It’s created conditions where some roads could be 
paved. Where poppy has been pushed out of the green zone by 
and large, into the desht (desert). I don’t think that the surge 
was squandered at all. Isn’t this (southern Afghanistan) where 
the Taliban was born? If it wasn’t important, why would they 
still be trying to fight for it today? Why have they fought for it 
so hard? 
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Q: When Americans look at this part of the country 
and all the lives lost, Marine lives, Afghan lives, everybody, 
what would you tell them has been accomplished? 

A: I will give you a few numbers. You now have about 
121,000 kids going to school. About 25 percent of them are 
females. You have a justice system starting to take over. 
Bazaars are open. You have a security force that has grown 
not only in numbers but in capabilities. In what was no 
kidding bad guy country, order is being restored. Out of chaos, 
or a complete other order based on the Taliban, you’ve seen 
that now reversed and start to normalize. 

I’m not trying to be overly positive here. Much of this 
stuff is still in the ugly phase. But it’s not in the failing stage. 
It’s in the building phase. The American people, the British 
people, all of our coalition forces have all contributed lots of 
national treasure, the biggest one being the lives. And the 
injuries. Just so many of our people. That’s the biggest 
treasure that we’ve invested. And that investment is just too 
important not to see through to the end. 

Q: Is there still the danger that Afghanistan will once 
again play host to international terrorism? 

A: The people who lost control really would like to have 
it back. But I don’t think they have the capability to get it back 
now. This is the same bunch that has been tied in to other 
terrorist groups. All you’ve got to do is look across several 
countries and see how that kind of chaos brings opportunity. It 
is a breeding ground and a petri dish for bad people to do what 

they need to do. And they don’t have that opportunity now 
here. 

Q: So you don’t think it’s likely to become a failed 
state in coming years that would breed the next al Qaeda? 

A: No, not if they stay on track. Not if they can 
successfully complete the development of their own central 
government and they’ve reached the balance of control 
between Kabul and what they’re going to accept at the 
provincial level, and the districts. Part of it is going to be 
government-led. Part of it is going to have to be tribally or 
informally led. 

Q: Many people in American say Osama bin Laden is 
dead, why don’t we withdraw all the troops now? 

A: Well, Osama bin Laden wasn’t flying one of those 
airplanes that hit those buildings either. So he wasn’t the only 
one, he wasn’t the only piece of al Qaeda. He wasn’t the guy 
who did their intel. He wasn’t the one who kept their message 
on the web. There is more of it — Al Qaeda on the Arabian 
peninsula, and in and around Somalia and other parts of 
Africa. Al Qaeda was a lot deeper than one man. If it wasn’t, 
all of our problems would have dried up and gone away. 

Q: Are the Marines ready to come home? Are they 
tired of fighting after more than a decade at war? 

A: We won’t be tired until we are not needed here. Now, 
are they physically tired at the end of six months, seven 
months? Yeah. I hope so. But you don’t get them to slow 
down. They are going right at it until the end of their tour. 
They know they’re making a difference. 
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9. Cultural Insensitivity Contributes To ‘Insider’ Afghan Attacks, Says U.S. Military Officer 
(NATIONAL DEFENSE 04 SEP 12) ... Sandra I. Erwin 

A recent spike in deadly attacks by Afghan soldiers and 
police trainees against their NATO allies could be attributed to 
pent-up frustrations from years of U.S. military occupation, 
said a U.S. Army Special Forces officer who has served 
multiple tours in Afghanistan. 

In the wake of a string of so-called “green-on-blue” 
attacks against NATO forces, there is growing concern that 
the alliance’s mission in Afghanistan — to train and equip 
local military and police forces to take over security duties by 
2014 — could be at risk. U.S. special operations commanders 
last week temporarily ceased training until all 16,000 Afghan 
police recruits are vetted. At least 45 NATO troops have been 
killed by Afghan trainees. 

Army Special Forces Maj. Fernando Lujan, who is 
currently a visiting fellow at the Center for a New American 
Security, said these rogue incidents could have been predicted 
based on lessons from years of working with Afghans. 
“Everyone is talking about green-on-blue attacks. That is 
something that we have had a lot of direct experience with in 
the field,” Lujan said Sept. 4 during a panel discussion hosted 
by the Center for National Policy, in Washington, D.C. 

“Friction [has been] generated as a result of a large force 
presence,” said Lujan. The contrast between NATO and 
Afghan force size and wealth, too, can be overwhelming for 
some recruits, he said. 

“When you have a force ratio of 100 Americans sitting on 
a base to 20 Afghans living in straw huts,” a sense of 
humiliation could drive an Afghan to commit a violent act, 
Lujan said. “We forget they’ve been living there for six or 

seven years with limited opportunities to see their families. 
And we’re there with all the advantages that we have,” he 
said. “It gets very easy to forget about what they think, 
consider their opinion and bring them onboard for planning,” 
Lujan said. 

NATO commanders, who are under extraordinary 
pressure to deliver results and turn over security 
responsibilities to the locals, might not be aware of the built-
up anger, Lujan suggested. The typical attitude of NATO 
trainers is, “give me six Afghans to go on patrol,” Lujan said. 

The use of a Western model for basic training also can be 
source of deep unhappiness for Afghans and could ultimately 
drive them to turn on their trainers, he said. U.S.-style basic 
training — a mix of direct orders, physical punishment, 
yelling and screaming — doesn’t fit well in a “shame and 
honor based society,” Lujan said. “We live in the coziness of a 
rule of law society,” he said. For Afghans, “perceptions of 
insults to their honor can be very serious,” he said. “Those 
factors add up. They add to the friction.” 

One of the lessons from this experience is that sometimes 
a smaller force can be more effective, said Lujan. “There is an 
argument for operating with a smaller footprint,” he said. “We 
saw that in Colombia,” where the United States deployed a 
force of just 400 to help train local counterdrug units. At its 
peak, the U.S. military presence in Afghanistan exceeded 
100,000. 

Having fewer resources creates a more collaborative 
environment, Lujan said. It “drives cooperation … You have 
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to work with partners. It drives creativity without pulling your 
weight around.” 

During previous tours in Afghanistan, Lujan’s teams 
patrolled with Afghans in small groups. “They took care of 
us,” he said. “They really value the notion of sanctuary and 
hospitality. If you’re there as a guest to work with them, that is 
a completely different dynamic than when they see a slave and 
master [relationship], or an occupation,” he said. “If you start 
to appear as an occupier, throw your weight around and bully 
them, they’ll react completely differently. That is the unseen 
danger.” 

The Pentagon, meanwhile, is seeking to downplay the 
impact of insider attacks on NATO's mission in Afghanistan. 

Defense Department spokesman George Little said Sept. 4 that 
NATO training of the Afghan army and Afghan national 
police forces "continue unabated." 

The goal remains to train and field 352,000 Afghan forces 
by October, Little said. "We remain on track to reach that 
milestone. ISAF, working with the Afghan government, is 
exploring counterintelligence initiatives to thwart insider 
threats and is working to develop joint protection plans ... 
fundamentally, our partnership with the Afghan military 
remains very strong, and our service members continue to 
train and work alongside Afghan partners every single day." 
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MIDEAST: 
10. Iran's Navy Aims To Sail Off U.S. Shores Soon 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 04 SEP 12) 

TEHRAN, Iran — The head of Iran's navy says the 
country aims to put its warships in international waters off the 
U.S. coast "in the next few years." 

The comments Tuesday from Admiral Habibollah Sayyari 
on state TV are part of Iran's response to Washington's beefed 
up naval presence in the Persian Gulf. 

The U.S. Navy's 5th fleet is based in Bahrain — across 
the gulf from Iran — and the U.S. plans maritime war games 
later this month. 

Iran has made similar claims in the past that its ships 
could soon sail into international waters off the U.S. coast. 

Tehran and Washington have been in odd over Tehran's 
nuclear ambitions that the West suspects it has aimed at 
weapon. Iran denies the charge. 
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11. Iran Monitoring U.S. Movements In Gulf 
(UNITED PRESS INTERNATIONAL 04 SEP 12) 

TEHRAN -- An Iranian naval commander said Tuesday 
that national intelligence services were monitoring the 
movements of U.S. warships in the Persian Gulf. 

The U.S. military has deployed assets to the Persian Gulf 
region to protect key shipping lanes through the Strait of 
Hormuz. 

In August, U.S. officials said Washington was examining 
its missile defense in the region given recent tensions with 
Iran. A missile defense system planned for Eastern Europe 
was touted by U.S. Secretary of State Hillary Clinton as vital 
to Iranian deterrence. 

Iran's navy commander Rear Adm. Habibollah Sayyari 
said U.S. military activity in the Persian Gulf was under close 
observation. 

"We monitor all the movements of U.S. warships and 
have intelligence command over their activities," he was 
quoted by Iran's state-funded broadcaster Press TV as saying. 

The U.S. Navy's guided-missile destroyer USS Porter 
struck a Japanese oil tanker in the region last month. The 
destroyer was on deployment to the U.S. Navy 5th Fleet area 
for maritime security operations. 

"The presence of the U.S. warships in the free waters of 
the Persian Gulf and the Sea of Oman is in accordance with 
international law and we have not allowed the U.S. (military) 
to enter our territorial waters," Sayyari said. 
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12. Iran’s Nuke Strides Strain Israel-U.S. Ties 
(DEFENSE NEWS 03 SEP 12) ... Barbara Opall-Rome 

TEL AVIV — Iran’s unabated uranium enrichment drive, 
confirmed publicly last week by the International Atomic 
Energy Agency (IAEA), is fueling frenzy in Israel among 
leaders urging a pre-emptive strike and others warning against 
precipitous action that could damage ties with Washington. 

The IAEA’s Aug. 30 report on Iran’s implementation of 
Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty safeguards and U.N. 
Security Council resolutions appears to validate Israeli claims 
that sanctions, inspections and diplomacy have not slowed the 
Islamic republic’s drive for nuclear weapons. 

According to the report, Iran has grown its stockpiles of 
enriched uranium, introduced more efficient centrifuges, and 
has plans for up to 10 new enrichment and reactor programs, 
which may include new laser-enrichment technology. 

The report concluded that information “indicating that 
Iran has carried out activities that are relevant to the 
development of a nuclear explosive device” has been assessed 
“to be, overall, credible.” 

The latest IAEA estimates put Iran’s stockpile of enriched 
uranium at 8.7 tons, including nearly 190 kilograms of 
uranium enriched to 20 percent, the level considered usable in 
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a weapon. Compared with IAEA estimates from November, 
Iran managed to boost its stockpile by 723 kilograms, 
including 44 kilograms of uranium enriched to 20 percent. 

Given the stockpile, Israel estimates that Iran will have 
enough 20 percent enriched uranium to manufacture its first 
bomb by spring, after which even a sustained U.S.-led air 
campaign would prove limited. 

While the IAEA report did not include a calculated time 
frame for weapon-grade capability, Anthony Cordesman, of 
the Washington-based Center for Strategic and International 
Studies, warned it was now only a matter of time. 

“This stockpile is large enough at the 20 percent level to 
indicate that Iran can produce significant amounts of weapons 
grade material over time,” Cordesman wrote Aug. 30. 

Cordesman’s analysis of the IAEA report concluded that 
Iranian actions “raise growing questions about whether Iran 
will ever agree to meaningful disclosure, inspection and other 
verification measures covering its overall nuclear efforts.” 

Rising U.S.-Israeli Tension 
In the weeks before the IAEA’s findings, Israeli Prime 

Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and Defense Minister Ehud 
Barak intensified pressure within the Israeli Cabinet and with 
senior U.S. officials to engage in pre-emptive, preferably U.S.-
led action in Iran. 

During a visit here last month by U.S. Defense Secretary 
Leon Panetta, both Israeli leaders highlighted the urgency for 
pre-emption and sought to ease U.S. objections to prospective 
unilateral Israeli action. But the White House remains adamant 
against uncoordinated and precipitous action by Israel, 
warning that an Israeli attack would prove dangerous and 
counterproductive in undermining international support for 
sanctions. 

Speaking in London on Aug. 30, Gen. Martin Dempsey, 
chairman of the U.S. Joint Chiefs of Staff, reiterated U.S. 
objections to an Israeli attack, which would not only fail to 

destroy Iran’s nuclear program, but could also prompt Iran to 
reconstitute its weapons program. 

“I don’t want to be complicit” in a premature Israeli 
strike, Dempsey was quoted as telling reporters in London 
when asked about the prospects of Israel dragging the United 
States into war with Iran in the near term. 

In Aug. 31 editions, the Hebrew daily Yediot Ahronot 
reported on an unprecedented argument that took place during 
an Aug. 24 meeting in Jerusalem among Netanyahu; U.S. Rep. 
Mike Rogers, R-Mich., chairman of the House Intelligence 
Committee; and U.S. Ambassador to Israel Dan Shapiro. 

According to the report, as Netanyahu harshly criticized 
President Barack Obama’s Iran policy and expounded on the 
dangers of dead-end diplomacy, Shapiro interrupted with: 
“Enough already.” According to the report, “The argument 
between the prime minister and the U.S. ambassador was an 
unprecedented deviation, and very undiplomatic.” 

Neither Netanyahu’s office nor the U.S. Embassy 
commented on the report. 

Ephraim Sneh, a former Israeli defense minister, said the 
disagreement about attacking Iran’s nuclear facilities “has 
turned into ugly bickering, much of it disguised.” 

In an Aug. 27 paper for the Israel Policy Forum, a 
nonpartisan, nongovernmental organization here, Sneh 
underscored Israel’s legitimate fear of a nuclear-armed Iran 
and noted that “no responsible Israeli leader would allow such 
a nightmare to become reality.” 

Nevertheless, he warned about threatened Israeli airstrikes 
in the run-up to U.S. presidential elections that expressly 
contravene White House demands. 

“The damage of defying the president would be greater 
than the damage sustained by allowing the Iranian regime an 
additional few months of advancing toward acquiring the 
bomb,” Sneh wrote. 
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13. United Nations Says 100,000 Refugees Fled Syria In August 
(NEW YORK TIMES 05 SEP 12) ... David D. Kirkpatrick and Hwaida Saad 

BEIRUT, Lebanon — More than 100,000 Syrians fled 
their country last month, a sharp acceleration of the exodus 
prompted by 18 months of conflict, the United Nations said 
Tuesday, adding renewed urgency to the mission of a new 
peace envoy given dim prospects for success. 

The refugee flood coincided with a marked increase in the 
carnage in Syria, as President Bashar al-Assad’s government 
unleashed its air force against towns and neighborhoods across 
the country where his opponents have found support. The 
resulting surge of displaced people, mainly in the last two 
weeks of August, accounted for more than 40 percent of the 
234,000 refugees who have registered for United Nations 
support since the fighting began. 

Tens of thousands more who fled into the four 
neighboring countries have not registered. In addition, about 
2.5 million Syrians need aid inside the country, with more 
than 1.2 million displaced domestically, according to the 
United Nations. 

Calling the humanitarian crisis “grave and deteriorating,” 
Ban Ki-moon, the United Nations secretary general, said 
Tuesday at a meeting of the General Assembly focused on 

Syria that the conflict had taken “a particularly brutal turn” in 
August. 

“The continuing militarization of the conflict is deeply 
tragic and highly dangerous,” he said. He urged the 
international community to do more to end the fighting and to 
address the dire needs of civilians fleeing the carnage. 

A United Nations appeal for $180 million to help the 
refugees has attracted only about half that sum, Mr. Ban said. 
Accusing both sides in Syria of carrying out human rights 
violations, Mr. Ban said those responsible would be held 
accountable. 

In Syria, after weeks of reports suggesting that the use of 
air power had stymied rebel advances, the opposition claimed 
on Tuesday that it had consolidated some gains. 

In Deir el-Zour, a city on the Euphrates River near the 
eastern border with Iraq, rebels said they had captured a 
regional military base after a long siege. Dimly lighted video 
footage disseminated by the rebels appeared to show a 
nighttime assault during which, they said, they captured the 
building. The assertion could not be verified independently. 

For the Assad government, the area around Deir el-Zour 
is believed to be an important overland gateway for supplies 



 18

and support coming from Iran, Syria’s principal regional ally, 
via Iraq. The United Nations has accused Iran of supplying 
weapons and technical support to the Assad government in 
violation of United Nations resolutions. No details of any 
shipments from Iran are publicly known. 

Although a raid on Saturday on an air defense base and 
acquisition of its missiles do not appear to have helped the 
rebels strike back at the government’s increasingly forceful 
use of air power, the rebels’ strength in the eastern area — 
perhaps aided by their fast-developing skill with improvised 
explosive devices — has nonetheless obliged the Syrian 
government to rely more on air transportation for supplies and 
support from Iran, rather than higher-capacity overland routes, 
one senior officer in the Syrian Army said in a recent 
interview. 

“Air cargos can only carry a limited amount, and it is very 
hard carrying all these quantities by air,” the senior officer 
said. 

The officer, who said he is planning to defect to the 
rebels, spoke on the condition of anonymity for his own 
safety. His statements could not be immediately confirmed. 
Abdel Qader Saleh, the chief of the opposition’s military 
council, told reporters in Istanbul that Mr. Assad’s forces 
“control the sky only, with the artillery shelling and aircraft.” 

“They own nothing on the ground,” he continued. “Their 
morale is weak. And if we can attack all the military airports, 
it will conclude the battle.” 

He asserted, as other rebels often have, that the coalition 
of opposition forces known as the Free Syrian Army now 
controlled more than 65 percent of Aleppo, the country’s 
commercial capital and a major battleground. He said the 
rebels had set up their own checkpoints in the neighborhoods 
they control. 

Mr. Assad met in Damascus on Tuesday with the top 
official of the International Committee of the Red Cross to 
discuss the humanitarian crisis in the country. 

Both the United Nations and the Red Cross have called on 
Syria to allow greater access for humanitarian organizations to 
help Syrians. 

But Mr. Ban acknowledged that the one key element 
missing from all international attempts to end the conflict is “a 
unity of effort that will have an impact on the ground.” 

“How many more will be killed and wounded, their lives 
shattered, before President Assad and his advisers are 
persuaded to change course?” Mr. Ban asked. “How can we 
convince armed groups that a better future lies not in fighting, 
but in building the foundations of a new political and social 
contract that guarantees freedom and justice?” 

Lakhdar Brahimi, the new special representative for the 
United Nations and the Arab League for Syria, was heading to 
the region Wednesday to assume the job that the former 
envoy, Kofi Annan, abandoned after making no progress in 
ending the violence. 

Given that both sides in Syria have rejected compromise, 
and the international community is deeply divided, Mr. 
Brahimi has acknowledged that it is a nearly impossible task. 
He put it in more diplomatic terms in his speech. 

“The support of the international community is 
indispensable and urgent,” he told the General Assembly. “It 
will only be effective if they all pull in the same direction.” 

But there is nary a glimmer of that, with Russia and China 
backing the Assad government while the West supports the 
opposition and both accuse the other of exacerbating ever new 
levels of violence. Mr. Brahimi has thus far avoided putting 
the onus on the Syrian government, as the far superior military 
force, to stop the killing, as Mr. Annan demanded. 

It is not clear to anyone how Mr. Brahimi, 78, a former 
Algerian foreign minister and veteran United Nations trouble 
shooter, might proceed where Mr. Annan hit a dead end. 

Bashar Jaafari, the Syrian envoy, told the General 
Assembly that Damascus was only carrying out its legal right 
to combat “terrorism” inspired by outside powers, the standard 
government line. 

Although Mr. Annan got both sides to commit verbally to 
a cease-fire in March, there was never even the semblance of 
one. 
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14. Turkey’s Anti-Assad Policy Ricochets Back 
Public Opinion Shifts Against Ankara As Conflict in Syria Crosses Border 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 05 SEP 12) ... Joe Parkinson 

ISTANBUL—The Turkish government, which is 
spearheading efforts to force Syrian President Bashar al-Assad 
from power, is facing public skepticism over its Syria policy 
as the civil war next door increasingly spills across the border. 

Developments in recent weeks have magnified Turks’ 
unease over Syria’s 18-month uprising. 

More than 82,000 Syrians have now sought refuge in 
Turkey, at a cost of around $300 million to the Turkish 
government, Ankara said Tuesday, as Turkish border towns 
that relied on trade with Syria have seen economic activity 
wither and unemployment rise. Turkish television is showing 
footage of the country’s nationals, which have been kidnapped 
in Syria and Lebanon by groups loyal to Damascus, targeting 
Turks seemingly due to Ankara’s anti-Assad stance. 

Above all, Turkey is facing its bloodiest summer since the 
early 1990s. The militant Kurdistan Workers’ Party, or PKK, 
which lawmakers and commentators say is emboldened by the 

Syria crisis, is stepping up attacks against security forces and 
civilians. 

The result has been a blizzard of criticism from Turkey’s 
media and opposition parties that has appeared to feed public 
unease that the government’s hawkish policy—which includes 
hosting the opposition Syrian National Council, offering 
haven to the Free Syrian Army’s leadership and reinforcing 
the border with tanks—could draw Turkey further into the 
sectarian conflict. 

“The public now see the Syria issue and the PKK issue as 
one,” said Atilla Yesilada, political analyst at Global Source 
Partners, an Istanbul-based research firm. “They believe the 
government’s failure to oust Assad after hawkish promises has 
strengthened the PKK and made Turkey less secure. It’s 
hurting the government’s popularity as Syria seems headed for 
a crucial moment.” 
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Opinion polls, which before the summer, showed solid 
public support for the government’s Syria policy, have 
reversed course. One survey from pollster Andy-Ar Center for 
Social Research last week showed 67% of voters disapprove 
of Ankara’s handling of the Syrian crisis. A separate July poll 
from the Institute of Strategic Thinking, an Ankara-based 
think tank, showed 49% of Turks oppose the government’s 
policy, up from 32% in March. 

The governing Justice and Development Party, or AKP, is 
still by far the most popular political party in Turkey, and 
there is no sign that it aims to change its policies on Syria. 

Still, Turks have been spooked by unusually brazen 
shows of strength by the PKK, which has been fighting an 
insurgency for greater autonomy for almost three decades at 
the cost of more than 40,000 lives. The PKK, which Turkey, 
the U.S. and European Union deem a terrorist organization, 
has in recent weeks set up roadblocks and kidnapped Turkish 
officials. 

Officials believe it to be behind recent deadly bomb 
attacks on the western coast of Turkey and in the city of 
Gaziantep, near the Syrian border. The PKK also recently 
fought a 10-day battle for a town, Semdinli, in the 
mountainous southeast before they were pushed out by 
Turkish military, and kidnapped two members of parliament, 
one of which they still hold. 

The government of Prime Minister Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan says Damascus is behind the PKK’s newfound 
confidence. It accuses Mr. Assad’s government of arming the 
rebels and offering logistical support, as well as ceding control 
of parts of northeastern Syria to a PKK-linked group to 
prevent locals from joining the anti-Assad uprising. 

In recent interviews, Mr. Assad has appeared eager to 
heighten domestic political divisions between Ankara and 
Turks who are skeptical over its policy. “The Turkish people 
are our friends and they will understand us,” Mr. Assad told 
Turkish newspaper Cumhuriyet in an interview in July. “It 
doesn’t matter if the Turkish government considers Syria an 
enemy. If Turkish people should start harboring animosity, 
that would mean there is a problem.” 

As Turks debate their policies, the conflict appears to be 
intensifying in Syria. 

The United Nations on Tuesday said that more than 
100,000 Syrians fled in August, marking the highest monthly 
figure since the conflict began in March 2011. The pro-
opposition Syrian Observatory for Human Rights reported that 
August was arguably Syria’s most violent month, with more 
than 5,000 deaths. 

Much of Turkish opposition lawmakers’ and 
commentators’ ire has focused on Turkey’s high-profile 
Foreign Minister Ahmet Davutoglu, seen as the architect of 
Turkey’s more expansive foreign policy. A year ago, Mr. 
Assad was Exhibit A in Mr. Davutoglu’s “zero-problems-
with-neighbors” foreign policy, which boosted relations with 
Muslim regimes, while downgrading ties with former ally 
Israel. 

On Tuesday, Turkey’s main opposition Republican 
People’s Party said that it would seek a vote of no-confidence 
against him. 

That hasn’t slowed the government’s efforts to drive out 
Mr. Assad. Last week in New York, Mr. Davutoglu again 
urged the U.N. to open a haven inside Syrian for displaced 
Syrians instead of letting them flood into Turkey. 

But his calls have fallen on deaf ears. There is scant 
Western appetite for military action in Syria that such a haven 
would require and little prospect of a U.N. Security Council 
mandate for it, given Russian and Chinese opposition to any 
such a plan. 

Turkish officials have rallied to defend their policy on 
Syria, stressing that the government couldn’t stand by while a 
neighboring country plunged into conflict that threatens to 
destabilize the region. 

“It’s natural that this issue concerns Turkey very closely, 
not only as a foreign policy matter but also as a domestic 
policy issue…but our policy is right,” said Naci Koru, Mr. 
Davutoglu’s deputy in Istanbul, on Monday. “As Turkey, our 
aim is to have zero problems with our neighbors. We don’t 
want to fight, we don’t want war.” 

Analysts stress that the there is little chance that Mr. 
Davutoglu would lose his job given the AKP’s popularity 
under Mr. Erdogan. But they also stress that growing unease at 
the government’s hawkish Syria policy could spark internal 
debates among party leaders at a crucial phase of Syria’s 
conflict. 

“For the first time in years the AKP is coming face to face 
with a public challenge to its support,” said Sinan Ulgen, a 
former Turkish diplomat now at the Carnegie Endowment for 
International Peace in Brussels. “There is the perception now 
that their Syria policy is not in the national interest and has 
actually raised the security risk.” 

He added, “There will be a reassessment in the 
government—that’s unavoidable. But I don’t know if the 
government can backtrack—they’re in too deep.” 
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AFRICA: 
15. Residents Flee Shelled Somali Port Town 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 04 SEP 12) ... Abdi Guled 

MOGADISHU, Somalia— Hundreds of residents have 
fled the southern Somali port of Kismayo after the Kenyan 
navy shelled the town ahead of an expected ground operation 
to capture it, officials and residents said Tuesday. 

Kismayo is the main remaining stronghold of the al-
Qaida-linked militants of al-Shabab. The group, considered 
terrorists by the United States and others, is waging an 
insurgency against the U.N.-backed Somali government, 

which is being bolstered by African Union troops including 
Kenyan forces. 

Residents say the militants have ordered them not leave 
Kismayo, but the prospect of being caught in a war between 
the militants and the Kenyan forces is outweighing whatever 
brutal punishment they could get for disobeying. 

Kenyan military spokesman Col. Cyrus Oguna said seven 
people believed to be members of al-Shabab were killed in 
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shelling Saturday and Monday that targeted an arms cache, a 
mounted gun position and a militant roadblock. 

Oguna said Kenyan ground troops were moving closer to 
Kismayo — they are now just 90 kilometers (56 miles) away 
— in preparation for a military assault. 

Afrah Hussein, an elder in Kismayo, said hundreds of 
residents have fled. 

"There was a gradual flood in recent days, but today more 
than 200 people left," he said Tuesday. "People are being 
forced to stay in the town but it seems they are paying no heed 
to that because of their fears of war." 

Another resident agreed. 
"We are fleeing because combat ships are coming in sight 

of the town and troops are on the way," said Mohamed Ali, 
who was heading to the town of Barawe to the east. "We don't 
want to get caught between warring sides — it's a confusing 
and scary situation out there." 

Muhummed Ghelle, another Kismayo elder, said 
"everyone is sneaking away for his safety — people started to 
leave here a week ago." 

Those fleeing have mostly streamed into Jilib, a town 
north of Kismayo, but some have traveled to Merca, an eastern 
town recently seized by government troops, Ghelle said. 

Kenyan commanders had earlier vowed to take Kismayo 
by August but officials said the plan was bogged down by the 
need to take care of people in the towns already liberated from 
al-Shabab. 

Last week, Kenyan troops took over the town of Miido, 
north of Kismayo. 

The Ugandan military forms the bulk of the African 
Union forces in Somalia. Ugandan and Burundian forces 
pushed al-Shabab out of Mogadishu, the capital, about a year 
ago. Kenya and Burundi have also dispatched troops to fight 
al-Shabab, which neighboring countries view as a regional 
threat. 

Somalia has not had a fully functioning government since 
clan-based warlords toppled dictator Mohamed Siad Barre in 
1991, but slow progress is being made. A new constitution has 
come into force, a new parliament and speaker were recently 
chosen and they are to vote in a new president by Sept. 10. 

Return to Index 
 
 

AIRCRAFT CARRIERS: 
16. A ‘Leap Ahead’ For The 21st –Century Navy 
(PROCEEDINGS MAGAZINE SEPTEMBER 2012) ... Rear Adm. William Moran, Rear Adm. Thomas Moore, and Capt. Ed 
McNamee, USN Ret. 

The new Gerald R. Ford -class aircraft carriers may have 
a hefty pricetag, but many believe the cost is worth it and that 
the ships will prove to be even more iconic than their 
predecessors. 

No other warship proclaims America’s commitment to the 
defense of the nation and its allies, as well as the broader 
issues of peace and stability, more clearly than the nuclear-
powered aircraft carriers of the U.S. Navy. For nearly 40 
years, Nimitz -class carriers have played the role of first 
responder to crises and conflicts. The delivery of the USS 
George H. W. Bush (CVN-77) less than three years ago 
proved the early-’60s design of the Nimitz-class carriers has 
served the nation well and will continue to do so until 2059. 
The Gerald R. Ford class will begin to succeed Nimitz -class 
carriers when CVN-78 delivers in 2015. Her mission will 
remain unchanged, but she will carry it out with greater 
lethality, survivability, joint interoperability, and at reduced 
operating and maintenance cost to taxpayers. 

The Ford class represents a true “leap-ahead” ship that 
will be the centerpiece of U.S. naval power for the rest of the 
21st century. As you read this issue of Proceedings , 
construction of the ship’s structure will be more than 85 
percent complete. The island will be installed on the flight 
deck in a couple of months, and we will christen and launch 
the ship next year before moving her to a pier where 
construction and outfitting will continue. 

For more than a decade, the Navy’s decision to build the 
Ford -class carrier and the general viability of 21st-century 
big-deck carriers has been a topic of debate. Most recently, 
reports of cost overruns on the first ship of the class have 
brought increased scrutiny from both Congress and the media. 
The questions are well founded, and the Navy shares those 
concerns. The current cost of the ship is estimated to be about 
$12.9 billion. This has been attributed to three primary factors. 

First, that $12.9 billion total pricetag includes $3.7 billion 
of non-recurring engineering necessary for the design of the 
entire Ford class. For ships, this one-time design charge is 
accounted for in the cost of the first ship of the class, while the 
benefits accrue over the entire 94-year life of the class. 

Second, a 2002 decision to move from a three-ship 
evolutionary strategy to a single leap forward resulted in the 
concurrent design and build of many new technologies that 
were originally planned for later ships. This has resulted in 
unplanned increases in both equipment and construction costs. 
However, while that decision increased the cost of the first 
ship of the class, it brought increased capability to the 
warfighter sooner and avoided “one-of-a-kind” carriers that 
would have ultimately resulted in costly sustainment 
challenges throughout their life cycles. 

Finally, we’ve experienced cost growth above initial 
estimates in several of the new government-furnished 
technologies such as the electromagnetic aircraft launching 
system (EMALS) and the new dual-band radar (DBR), as well 
as cost growth in the contractor-furnished material and 
contractor construction performance. 

The Navy and the contractor have learned a great deal 
during design and development of this new class of nuclear-
powered carrier, and the lessons are being applied to reduce 
the costs of delivering the Ford , as well as the USS John F. 
Kennedy (CVN-79). This learning process has developed an 
affordable and sustainable path forward for the remainder of 
the class. 

Amid the current cost debate, it’s important to remember 
why the Navy chose to design and build a class of ship that 
will have a lifespan of 94 years and remain in service until 
2110. The Ford class will deliver increased capability—at 
significantly reduced operating costs—and will remain at the 
forefront of a long-standing approach to countering threats and 
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providing U.S. military presence in support of a wide variety 
of security objectives. 

Improving On A Legend 
Nimitz -class carriers are the most enduring and 

transformational military platform the nation has ever built. 
Those platforms have flown the U.S. flag in every region and 
every major conflict for the past 37 years. Nimitz -class 
carriers will remain central to our nation’s ability to project 
power for decades to come. In fact, the last commanding 
officer of the George H. W. Bush , the final ship in the class, 
has not yet been born. 

As intended by its designers almost 50 years ago, the 
Nimitz class has proved to be profoundly adaptable; its 
primary weapon systems span several generations of aircraft 
from F-4s to F/A-18E/Fs, and it will eventually include the 
Joint Strike Fighter (F-35C) and a new generation of 
unmanned aircraft. However, the ship was designed at a time 
when manpower requirements had much less impact on cost, 
and at a time when we had not yet envisioned the 
advancements in weapons and computer-driven information-
dominance systems of today. 

Following studies that began in 1996, a 2002 Secretary of 
Defense Science Board panel concluded that it was time to 
develop a new aircraft carrier design that would incorporate 
advancements in technology to make a carrier more capable, 
more advanced, and more efficient, while leaving plenty of 
room for unforeseeable advancements in engineering and 
science into the 22nd century. The ship was designed to 
increase capability and reduce total ownership costs—
particularly through manpower reductions and other 
innovations, including a more efficient nuclear power plant 
design, fiber-optic networks, corrosion control, and new 
lightweight materials. It also includes numerous improvements 
to warfighting ability and enhanced survivability of the ship in 
the face of the improved offensive capabilities of potential 
adversaries. 

As stated previously, with the exception of the hull, the 
Ford class is a total redesign of the Nimitz class, incorporating 
advances in technology such as a new reactor plant, 
propulsion system, electric plant, electromagnetic catapults, 
advanced arresting gear, machinery control, and integrated 
warfare systems. The class also brings improved warfighting 
capability, quality-of-life improvements for our Sailors, and 
reduced life-cycle costs. Together, these efforts will reduce 
manning by more than 600 billets, reduce maintenance, 
improve operational availability and capability, and reduce 
total ownership cost over its 50-year life by $4 billion 
compared with Nimitz -class carriers. To put that savings into 
perspective, the cost savings throughout the life of the ten 
Ford -class carriers planned in the program of record would 
fund the procurement of more than three new carriers in 
today’s dollars. 

Chief of Naval Operations Admiral Jonathan Greenert’s 
“Sailing Directions” lay out priorities for our Navy, including 
three key considerations that should be applied to every 
decision—warfighting first, operate forward, and be ready. 
The Ford class squares exceedingly well with each of those 
considerations. 

Combat Power: The aircraft carrier’s primary mission is 
to generate overwhelming combat power from the sea. Its 
presence should be convincing enough to deter an adversary, 

its air wing deadly enough to prevent an adversary from 
achieving its objectives. Often a single carrier and embarked 
air wing will conduct this role for several weeks until a second 
or even third carrier can arrive on station if needed. The 
beauty of a carrier is its ability to conduct persistent, powerful, 
and precise strike operations anywhere on the globe. 
Improvements to Ford -class carriers will introduce 
unprecedented levels of warfighting capability and capacity. 

 Today’s Nimitz -class carriers can routinely generate 
120 combat sorties per day. Ford -class carriers will 
be able to generate 33 percent more sorties per day—
160 sorties, and more than 270 sorties per day for 
short periods of high-tempo operations. Combined 
with today’s weapons and improved targeting 
capability that allow a single aircraft to target 
multiple targets on each sortie, the overall combat 
capability of the Ford class’s embarked air wing will 
increase substantially. 

 The island is smaller and moved farther aft than on 
the Nimitz class, allowing more room for efficient 
flight-deck operations. The flight deck itself is larger 
and reconfigured to allow easier maneuvering of 
aircraft. Weapons and fuel servicing stations were 
updated to resemble a NASCAR pit, increasing 
efficiency and reducing the time it takes to refuel, 
rearm, and relaunch an aircraft. The larger flight deck 
will also accommodate seamless integration of 
manned and unmanned operations. 

 The single largest contributor to the increase in 
sortie-generation rate is the product of a new 
generation of weapons elevators along with an 
updated shipboard arrangement that improves the 
flow of weapons from the magazines to the aircraft. 
The elevators use linear motors instead of cabling to 
improve reliability, reduce maintenance, and increase 
ship survivability. The locations of the elevators 
reduce horizontal travel distances between the lower- 
and upper-stage elevators, and the ship is designed 
with an O-3-level final bomb-assembly area, 
eliminating the Nimitz -class requirement to assemble 
weapons on the mess decks and pre-stage the 
weapons in the “bomb farm” outboard of the island 
before transfer to the aircraft. 

 The new EMALS will expand the launch envelope, 
allowing pilots to launch with heavier aircraft, more 
weapons, or less available wind. EMALS will also be 
able to launch lighter aircraft than current steam-
driven catapults, paving the way for innovations in 
manned/unmanned aircraft. 

 The advanced arresting gear (AAG) will be able to 
recover heavier aircraft, ensuring that any increase in 
the weight of current aircraft (a normal occurrence as 
the Fleet adds new capabilities to existing aircraft) 
can be supported, and will also allow aircraft to land 
with less available wind. That is particularly useful 
during aircraft emergencies, some of which may 
require greater aircraft speeds to land safely, or when 
aircraft return with unused weapons. 

 EMALS and AAG also provide secondary benefits. 
Because both systems can be tuned to the specific 
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aircraft, launch and recovery forces are applied more 
evenly, reducing stress on airframes and potentially 
increasing the time between maintenance while 
simultaneously reducing the amount of maintenance 
required. 

Joint Operations and Interoperability: Nimitz -class 
carriers were designed almost 20 years prior to Goldwater-
Nichols. Now, joint and combined operations are executed 
from aircraft carriers that cover hundreds of thousands of 
square miles—of ocean or land. Ford -class aircraft carriers’ 
command-and-control capabilities will take full advantage of 
technologies that will enable a Joint Task Force commander to 
coordinate forces out at sea if no access exists ashore. To 
ensure this new carrier can adapt to rapid changes in 
technology, a flexible infrastructure is employed in command-
and-control spaces. These “plug-and-play” spaces are easily 
adaptable to support new technology and changing missions 
on demand while eliminating cost and schedule impacts 
associated with traditional space reconfigurations. 

Integrated Warfare System: The IWS will provide many 
enhancements over the Nimitz -class carrier. Its centerpiece is 
dual-band radar, which provides a significant increase in 
capability by combining multifunction and volume search 
radars in a phased-array radar sensor suite that provides 
simultaneous horizon and volume surveillance for three-
dimensional tracking, missile illumination, non-cooperative 
target recognition, self-defense, all phases of air traffic 
control, and air intercept control. DBR also eliminates most of 
the rotating antennas found on the Nimitz class, reducing 
maintenance while the smaller radar footprint allows for a 
smaller island structure, contributing to more room on the 
flight deck and increased sortie generation. The IWS will 
project a layered defense for the strike group and ship self-
defense. 

Improved Contingency Operations Support: The carrier 
was conceived more than 100 years ago with one mission in 
mind: launch and recover aircraft at sea. Much has changed in 
the century since Eugene Ely first landed on the converted 
cruiser USS Pennsylvania . A carrier by its very nature is 
capable of multiple missions at any given time because of its 
size, complement of aircraft, and diverse skills of the 
embarked Sailors. Carriers have been first responders at 
multiple natural disasters, including the tsunami in Indonesia, 
the earthquake in Haiti, and Operation Tomodachi in Japan. 
The upgrades in the Ford class—three-and-a-half times the 
electrical power-generation capability, 25 percent more 
freshwater generation, and completely reconfigurable 
command-and-control spaces—will improve the carrier’s 
ability to support humanitarian-assistance/disaster-relief 
operations, as well as countless other missions, where limited 
access to shore infrastructure exists. 

Is survivability really an issue? Warfighters work in a 
domain dominated by risk, and risk mitigation has been part of 
warfighting for centuries. Much has been written about the 
perceived vulnerability of the aircraft carrier in today’s threat 
environment. However, predicting a carrier’s movement or 
position remains difficult, even in an era of global 
communications. A carrier moving at 30 knots is defining an 
area in excess of 170 square nautical miles every 15 
minutes—a very large area for any enemy to deal with in 
defending itself or preparing to take offensive actions against a 

ship. In a report on aircraft-carrier vulnerability, military 
analyst Loren Thompson lays out a compelling case about the 
survivable nature of the vessel, stating that “successfully 
attacking a carrier will remain one of the most challenging 
military missions imaginable.” The Ford class was designed 
from the bottom up with survivability in mind and will be 
equipped with the most advanced capabilities to counter 
current and future threats. 

Operate Forward 
Every day, U.S. Navy aircraft carriers demonstrate their 

long-term value to defense and diplomacy with striking power, 
range, persistence, and flexibility, all provided without 
requiring permission from a foreign power. The Ford class’s 
newly designed nuclear-propulsion plant will continue to 
provide the ability to operate forward without a need for 
constant refueling while significantly reducing manpower and 
maintenance requirements to operate. In addition, the Ford 
class is designed to carry more weapons and more fuel for its 
aircraft than the Nimitz class, adding even greater combat 
capability over a more prolonged period. Even when base 
access is challenged on land, our carrier strike group 
commanders can continue their missions from the decks of 
carriers operating from international waters. 

Greater efficiency: Designing the Gerald R. Ford class to 
take advantage of changes in technology has resulted in a real 
reduction in the work required to accomplish the routine yet 
essential tasks of operating the ship and propulsion plant, 
building and moving weapons, and launching and recovering 
aircraft. At the same time, those very changes also yield 
greater sortie-generation rates and the ability to seamlessly 
integrate future development of aircraft and unmanned 
systems. New technology also facilitates more efficiency in 
simple, but equally important endeavors such as moving stores 
and messing the ship’s crew, freeing up time for training and 
operations. 

Less maintenance: The Ford class was designed with 
reduced maintenance and maintainability in mind; its 
propulsion plant is air-conditioned, eliminating salty air and 
dirt intake and significantly reducing the amount of corrosion 
and maintenance. Equipment outside the propulsion plant will 
no longer be steam-powered. Increased electrical-generating 
capacity means miles of service steam piping and hundreds of 
steam water heaters will no longer be required—nor will be 
the correspondingly intrusive and costly maintenance. 
Improved material selection and coating systems will also 
increase time between preventive maintenance, unexpected 
repair, and replacement. Overall, these improvements will 
enable the ship to eventually operate on a 43-month 
maintenance cycle as compared with today’s Nimitz -class 
cycle of 32 months, reducing overhead costs and providing 
precious carrier availability. 

Fewer people: As we learned with Oliver Hazard Perry –
class frigates and other previous optimally manned ship 
concepts, manning reductions must be accompanied by 
advances in technology and design to ensure the manpower 
available can effectively maintain the ship with a smaller crew 
throughout its full service life. In addition to the reduced 
maintenance requirements mentioned here, an advanced 
machinery-control system will continuously monitor 
equipment throughout the ship, allowing watchstanders in a 
newly designed damage-control central to immediately 
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pinpoint problems, reducing the number of roving 
watchstanders and allowing for more condition-based and less 
time-based maintenance. 

Quality of Life: Reduced manning requirements allow for 
incorporation of several quality-of-life improvements; nearly 
all enlisted berthing spaces accommodate between 20 and 83 
personnel. By comparison, the Nimitz class incorporates a 
wide range of crew living spaces, from 19 to 200 
accommodations. Heads and showers are co-located and 
directly accessible from the berthing areas. Mess decks and 
food-storage spaces are also arranged with new and improved 
stores conveyors and elevators designed specifically to reduce 
the traditional working parties required to move stores 
throughout the ship. Dedicated fitness spaces and combined-
service spaces are also specially designed to improve quality 
of life. With improved quality of life comes improved Sailor 
readiness. 

A Carrier For This Century And The Next 

In January, President Barack Obama and Secretary of 
Defense Leon Panetta released new strategic guidance laying 
out the nation’s defense priorities for the 21st century. Aircraft 
carriers remain central to this strategy. 

The nation’s investment in aircraft carriers is significant. 
Their global reach, ability to amass firepower over sustained 
periods, commanding presence, and proof of purpose have 
routinely demonstrated a high return on that investment. No 
other military capability delivers more. 

We have built on the legacy of the Nimitz class and 
designed a new ship with even more capability and the ability 
to adapt to the immense technological changes that are sure to 
come. The Gerald R. Ford will ensure that aircraft carriers 
provide as much influence and impact in the century ahead as 
they do today—and that the cost of providing that uniquely 
American capability is at the lowest possible cost over the 50-
year life of each ship of the class. 
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17. X-47B Autonomous Carrier Landing Planned For 2013 
(DEFENSE NEWS 03 SEP 12) ... Joshua Stewart 

NAVAL AIR STATION PATUXENT RIVER, Md. — 
After flying for the first time here in late July, the U.S. Navy's 
X-47B is prepping for next year, when it will make its first 
autonomous aircraft carrier landing. The most difficult part 
won't be taking off and landing on the ship. "The biggest 
challenge is situational awareness, to make sure that 
everybody understands what's going on," said Cmdr. Jeff 
Dodge, head of carrier integration for unmanned combat 
systems, during a media day at Patuxent. 

Another big challenge, Dodge said, is programming the 
unmanned aerial vehicle to act like there's a pilot inside, 
preparing it for the countless tasks that occur from the time a 
plane rides the elevator up from the hangar to the catapult 
shot, and then again from when it catches the wire on the 
flight deck and taxies away. The next year will be packed with 
baby steps that must be completed before that first trap can be 
attempted. 

There will be jet blast deflector tests, catapult launches 
and landings with arresting gear. Its flight envelope will also 
be evaluated, officials said. 

The first flight at Patuxent took place July 29 and lasted 
35 minutes. There are two planes at the air station, and both 
previously flew at Edwards Air Force Base, Calif. Besides the 

initial flight, both planes have completed electromagnetic 
interference evaluations to ensure there is no interference with 
the carrier. 

There will be a series of tests to make sure it can operate 
on a flight deck before it ever lands on a carrier. It's unclear if 
carrier-based flight tests will begin immediately or during 
some later evaluation phase. 

The first trap will be on an East Coast carrier, but exactly 
which one will depend on schedules, said Capt. Jamie 
Engdahl, program officer for Unmanned Combat Air Systems. 

Perhaps an indicator — the Harry S. Truman was outfitted 
with 

X-47B control equipment during its latest availability. 
And in July, the ship hosted a "surrogate" test in which an 
F/A-18D was equipped with software and hardware to create 
autonomous flight. It completed a series of autonomous 
landings and traps with a pilot onboard, but he was not 
toggling the controls. 

It was precise as it approached to land, making 
corrections on the way down, Dodge said. 

"It caught the three-wire every time," he said, referring to 
the arresting wire pilots try to hit when they land. 
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AVIATION: 
18. F-35B Completes Air Start Testing At Edwards AFB 
(FLIGHTGLOBAL (UK) 04 SEP 12) ... Dave Majumdar 

WASHINGTON, D.C. -- The Lockheed Martin F-35B 
short take-off vertical landing (STOVL) variant of the Joint 
Strike Fighter (JSF) has completed a series of engine air start 
tests, which involve shutting down and restarting the jet's Pratt 
& Whitney F135 turbofan in flight. 

Aircraft BF-2 successfully completed a series of 27 air 
starts at various altitudes and using various methods on 15 
August at Edwards AFB, California, according to the Naval 
Air Systems Command (NAVAIR). 

"The aircraft and its integrated systems demonstrated 
intentional flameout and successful recovery scenarios during 
air start flight tests, and BF-2 and the team did a great job," 
says Roy Hauck, Pratt & Whitney's site lead at the F-35 
Patuxent River integrated test force. 

Air start testing is required for the F-35B to undertake 
high angle-of-attack trials next year. The U.S. Air Force's F-
35A variant had earlier completed its air start testing at 
Edwards AFB. 
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"High alpha, or angle-of-attack tests, are important for us 
to fully evaluate the aircraft's handling characteristics and 
warfighting capability," says U.S. Marine Corps test pilot Lt 
Col Matthew Kelly. "Maximizing the performance of the 
airplane around the very slow edges of the flight envelope is 
probably some of the most challenging testing we will 
conduct. After we get through it, we'll know a lot more about 

how this aircraft will perform during combat within visual 
range." 

Though normally flown at the Naval Air Station Patuxent 
River, Maryland, the Navy deployed the F-35B and a Boeing 
F/A-18 Hornet chase aircraft to take advantage of Edward's 
massive dry lake bed-which makes for an ideal landing strip in 
case of emergency. 
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19. V-22 Operations Point To Possible USN Role In Use Since 1964 
(DEFENSE NEWS 03 SEP 12) ... Joshua Stewart 

NAVAL AIR STATION PATUXENT RIVER, Md. — 
The V-22 Osprey is making more and more appearances on 
U.S. Navy aircraft carriers, renewing speculation that the tilt-
rotor could be the service's next-generation carrier onboard 
delivery (COD) aircraft. 

"If you need a V-22, we'll be there this afternoon," said 
Cmdr. Sean McDermott, integrated product team lead for the 
Osprey at Naval Air Systems Command (NAVAIR) here. 

With a Marine aircrew at the controls, an Osprey first 
landed for tests on the carrier George H.W. Bush in February. 
After more tests on Bush in March and May, it completed a 
cargo delivery on the carrier Abraham Lincoln and flight deck 
certification on the carrier Harry S. Truman in July. It's also 
scheduled to operate aboard the carrier Nimitz in October for 
flight-deck certifications. 

There were also reports that an Osprey was used to 
transport Osama bin Laden's body to the carrier Carl Vinson 
last year, but the Navy would not comment on that matter. 

Combined, these carrier tests and missions for the Osprey 
are once again generating buzz that the tilt: rotor would make 
a suitable replacement for the aging C-2 Greyhound, the 
current COD. 

The Osprey is already integral to the Marine Corps, where 
officials have endorsed the Navy's use of tilt-rotors on carriers. 
The Navy's program of record still calls for the eventual 
purchase of 48 V-22s but with no timeline. For now, Marines 
are the only ones regularly operating them at sea 

While the Osprey is not a part of a carrier air wing and is 
operating on carriers on an as-needed basis, its range and 
ability to transport large loads are fueling discussions. 

The carrier operations didn't require any modifications to 
the ship, McDermott said. 

Nor did they cause any unusual wear and tear on the 
carriers, and the evolutions were similar to Osprey operations 
that occur all the time on amphibious ships. 

Many Sailors on the carrier's deck already had experience 
handling V-22s thanks to operating with East Coast-based 
Marine expeditionary units, where the aircraft are a mainstay. 

Moving forward, training for Osprey carrier operations is 
likely to occur during the flight deck certification process. For 
deck crews, the landing is most comparable to the heavy-lift. 
H-53 helicopters, McDermott said. 

Osprey Vs. Greyhound 
Even though Sailors have experience with Ospreys, V-22s 

need a thorough carrier evaluation process to expand the flight 
envelope, McDermott said. 

The Navy also is wrestling with whether the tilt-rotor is 
the best choice to replace the Greyhound. 

The C-2, which delivers everything from mail to supplies 
to people, first flew in 1964 and was overhauled in 1973. A 

second batch of the planes was ordered in 1984. Those planes 
underwent a service-life extension that will keep some in the 
fleet until 2028, depending on how hard they're used. There 
are 35 Greyhounds in the Navy's inventory. 

The Osprey would make a "reasonable replacement" for 
the C-2, especially because of its flexibility, said Eric 
Wertheim, naval expert and editor of the U.S. Naval Institute's 
Combat Fleets of the World. 

"It more than doubles the number of platforms you can 
land on" with a COD, Wertheim said. 

The Osprey, unlike the C-2, doesn't require a catapult, 
runway or arresting gear, so it could take off from a carrier 
and land on a warship to quickly ferry large cargo loads and 
passengers. 

Wertheim said the biggest discrepancy between the C-2 
and V-22 is that the tilt-rotor doesn't have the same range. At 
most, the Osprey can fly a little more than 1,150 miles on a 
single tank without refueling, or about 1,700miles if it's 
carrying external tanks. The C-2 has a 1,500-mile range, but 
the Osprey's ability to refuel in midair may overcome this 
shortfall. 

Both the C-2 and V-22 share a common problem: Their 
cargo spaces can't fit a whole F-35 Joint Strike Fighter (JSF) 
engine, ac-cording to NAVAIR. Until a solution is discovered, 
there is no way to carry a spare engine to a ship at sea 
However, the engine's components are modular, and the parts 
needed for repairs can be flown in via helicopter or C-2, a 
spokesman from the JSF program office said. The F-35C, the 
carrier variant, is expected to head to sea in 2015. 

The V-22 is powerful enough to use a sling to carry a 
spare engine, but the engine's case wasn't designed to be 
transported that way, NAVAIR said. Possible workarounds 
include breaking the engine into sections for transport or 
designing a crate that works with a sling. 

Discussed For Decades 
The original Osprey program, which began in the 1980s, 

cited such possible Navy applications as combat search and 
rescue, special warfare and fleet logistics, according to media 
reports from the time. Anti-submarine and electronic warfare 
missions were also considered. 

Navy planning documents show requirements for V-22 
operations on every type of ship, including Military Sealift 
Command vessels. Plans for the surface fleet include day and 
night operations on cruisers, Arleigh Burke- and Zumwalt-
class destroyers, and littoral combat ships. 

In addition to East Coast Marine units, the Osprey is set to 
appear on West Coast amphibs next year as part of Marine 
Medium Tiltrotor Squadron 166. 
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The big question is whether the Navy will purchase its 
own variant tailored to its specific needs, said Norman Polmar, 
author of "Ships and Aircraft of the U.S. Fleet." 

Polmar said a Navy-specific Osprey would likely need 
greater range and payload capacity than its Marine and Air 
Force counter-parts, as its mission would require covering vast 
distances and carrying greater loads. 

While Marine Ospreys are operating on ships, there's still 
the potential for a Navy V-22 variant, McDermott said. How it 
would differ from the Marine and Air Force versions is 
unclear. 

"That remains to be seen," he said. "It could have more 
gas, more radios, less radios [and different] cargo capacity," 
Mc-Dermott said. 
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20. Australia Details Plan To Convert F/A-18s To Growlers 
(DEFENSE NEWS 03 SEP 12) ... Nigel Pittaway 

MELBOURNE, Australia — The Royal Australian Air 
Force would become the only non-U.S. operator of the 
Growler electronic attack aircraft in the Asia-Pacific region 
under plans to convert 12 F/A-18F Super Hornets to the EA-
18G configuration, greatly boosting its air combat capability. 

Defence Minister Stephen Smith and Minister for 
Defence Materiel Jason Clare jointly announced the plan — 
which will cost 1.5 billion Australian dollars ($1.6 billion), 
including conversion kits, support equipment, spares and 
training — on Aug. 23 The funds will come from money 
allocated in the current Defence Capability Plan. 

Twelve of Australia’s 24 Super Hornets were prewired for 
possible conversion to Growler, which added $35 million to 
the initial $6 billion acquisition cost. The government has also 
recently spent a further $20 million on long-lead equipment, 
taking advantage of final U.S. Navy orders for Growler-
specific items. 

According to Clare, the U.S. experience of combining 
Growler capability with fifth-generation fighters such as the F-
22 Raptor is one reason for the Growler decision. 

“Having that extra level of capability will provide extra 
support, not just for the Joint Strike Fighters that we acquire, 
but Growler will add that extra level of capability to support 
all our air, land and naval assets, as well,” he said. “The ability 
of Growler to work well with the JSF is something that we’ll 
see proven as the latter comes online later this decade.” 

Australia has a requirement for up to 100 F-35As, and 
although it has committed to an initial batch of 14, it has so far 
ordered only two aircraft. The remaining 12 have been 
deferred by up to two years, and the timing and quantities of 
further orders will depend on the outcome of a review into the 
Australian JSF program. The results of this review are due to 
be announced this year. 

In the meantime, the Air Force is working to assure no 
fighter capability gap exists between the retirement of its F/A-
18A/B fleet and the arrival of the F-35A. 

The Super Hornets were ordered in 2007 to bridge an 
earlier perceived capability gap, and the timing of the Growler 
induction may take the delays in the JSF program into 
account. 

Air Vice Marshal Kym Osley, head of the New Air 
Combat Capability program for Australia’s Defence Materiel 

Organisation, said six Growlers will be converted initially and 
a further six in the future. 

“The Growler purchase does not affect JSF numbers; the 
electronic attack capability is a different capability but is 
complementary to air combat,” he said. “The F-35A is an air 
combat asset, and we need a certain amount of air combat 
assets to meet our geostrategic requirements.” 

The government was considering options to avoid a 
capability gap, Osley said. 

“We’re doing an exhaustive analysis as we speak. We’ve 
looked at the schedule in great detail, in terms of costs and 
capability, and we’re doing that for all options,” he explained. 
“The minister has mentioned in the past that the more likely 
option will be to extend the life of the classic Hornet to 
dovetail with F-35A introduction. One other option is the 
purchase of additional Super Hornets.” 

The recommendations will be placed before the 
government in the near future. 

“The minister will decide later this year, and ultimately, 
the decision on the next tranche of F-35As will be taken either 
next year or the year after,” he said. 

In other news, Australian industry has delivered the first 
parts for the first Air Force F-35A, AU-1, to Lockheed Martin. 

At a ceremony at the Lovitt Technologies facility here 
Aug. 24, the company presented the first machined 
components to be used in the assembly of AU-1 to Lockheed 
Martin GM/EVP F-35 program manager Tom Burbage. 

“It’s a really important day for Australia, the first part for 
the first Australian Joint Strike Fighter, and it’s a 
demonstration of the capability of Australian manufacturing,” 
Clare said at the event. “We are now taking the next big step, 
and that’s not making aircraft parts for American F-35s or 
those from other countries; we’re starting to make parts for 
our own fighter aircraft. This component leaves as a part but 
will come back as one of the most advanced fighter planes in 
the world and one which will be the spearhead, protecting 
Australia for many years to come.” 

AU-1 is part of low-rate initial production Lot 6 and is 
due to be rolled out in mid-2014. It and the second aircraft will 
go to Luke Air Force Base, Ariz., in 2015 to help train the first 
Australian pilots and ground crew. They will arrive in 
Australia with the other 12 aircraft of the first tranche later in 
the decade. 
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SURFACE FLEET: 
21. Navy Destroyer To Sail Kennebec River On Wednesday 
(PORTLAND (ME) PRESS HERALD 04 SEP 12) ... Dennis Hoey 

BATH — A Navy destroyer, which was built at Bath Iron 
Works, will sail down the Kennebec River Wednesday 
afternoon as the vessel heads toward the open ocean and a 
commissioning ceremony in New York City set for Oct. 6. 

James DeMartini, a spokesman for BIW, said the Aegis 
destroyer, DDG-112 Michael Murphy, was christened in May 
2011 but the destroyer remained in Maine for additional prep 
work that had been requested by the Navy. 

In the past, destroyer sail aways have attracted crowds of 
onlookers, who line the shoreline as the gigantic vessels round 
Fiddler’s Reach – a sharp bend in the river near Doubling 
Point Lighthouse in Arrowsic. 

After navigating Fiddler’s Reach, the destroyer will pass 
Parkers Head in Phippsburg and Popham Beach before 
entering the Gulf of Maine. 

Congressman Mike Michaud’s (D.-Maine) office said the 
destroyer is expected to depart the shipyard around 3 p.m. 
Michaud will attend a send-off celebration at the Maine 
Maritime Museum in Bath. 

DeMartini said the Michael Murphy, which carries a crew 
of about 300, will make Pearl Harbor its homeport. 

Two more Aegis destroyers are under construction at 
BIW – the Rafael Peralta DDG 115 and the Thomas Hudner 
DDG 116. 
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INFRASTRUCTURE / INSTALLATIONS: 
22. New P-8A Poseidon Integrated Training Center Ramping Up 
(DEFENSE DAILY 05 SEP 12) ... Ann Roosevelt 

JACKSONVILLE NAS -- Officially opened in March, 
the approximately $48 million, 165,000 square-foot P-8A 
Integrated Training Center (ITC) is ready to transition air crew 
to the next-generation P-8A Poseidon from the older P-3 
Orion aircraft as well as Sailors new to the fleet, officers said. 

Of the six active duty P-3 squadrons in Patrol Wing ll 
here, one is in transition to the P-8A and the Navy plans to 
transition one every six months so that in three years, 
everyone will be in the P-8, said Capt. Mark Stevens, 
commanding officer of VP 30, the Fleet Replacement 
Squadron and the largest squadron in the Navy. 

Training offers challenge and an opportunity to influences 
changes for the future, he told visiting reporters. 

The transition to the Boeing P-8A Poseidon from the 
Lockheed Martin P-3 Orion will be done using the Operational 
Flight Trainer (OFT), the weapons tactics trainer (WTT) and 
part task trainers (PTT). 

The P-8 is a derivative of the 737-800 that Boeing is 
producing for the U.S. Navy. The sea service plans to buy 117 
P-8As to replace its fleet of P-3C aircraft. Boeing also is on 
contract to provide eight P-8I aircraft for India to replace its 
Tu-142 maritime patrol aircraft. 

In the North High Bay there are two OFT trainers. Each is 
a full motion, full visual trainer for the flight deck crew, using 
the same equipment as the actual aircraft. For visiting media, 
looking out cockpit windows, the OFT was on approach to 
Jacksonville, about six miles out, said Cmdr. Andy Miller with 
the Fleet Integration Team. 

The WTT, in a realistic representation of the internal 
fuselage, leverages actual aircraft mission crew equipment and 
consoles. Though located in different areas of the building, the 
two trainers are electronically coupled, and can create fully 
integrated flight and mission crew training. At some point in 
the indeterminate future, the systems will be able to hook into 
other simulations or training systems out of the building. 

The PTT works on initial skills development, and 
refreshes perishable skills. The simulator focuses training on 
an isolated subsystem or skill. 

In keeping with the “crawl, walk, run” training, trainees 
begin with classroom style table top trainers to learn the new 
systems. Training begins with things such as “buttonology,” or 
how the buttons work, where they are on displays and what 
they do. Also, trainees learn the different modes and screens 
on the displays. 

Then it’s on to the OFT or WTT, depending on the job. 
While the P-8 conducts anti-submarine and anti-surface 
warfare, it also can conduct intelligence, surveillance and 
reconnaissance missions. The new jet has an expanded flight 
envelope, has mostly digital displays and network capability. 
It carries a crew of nine. 

Stevens said there is more information and data to learn. 
Though the tactics are much the same, trainees learn to 
manipulate the systems. 

For example, the plane is networked with the battle group, 
and the crew can chat live, something not available on the P-3. 
Additionally, every crew station can be configured for the 
different jobs--acoustic, electronic warfare, for instance, 
depending on the crew members’ log in. 

The OFT can coordinate with the WTT, said Lt. Cmdr. 
John Currie with the Fleet Integration Team. In the OFT, he 
said, the cockpit was upgraded to match the new P-8A, and an 
instructor controller station can make life exciting for the 
trainees. 

Currie and others on the FIT are specially chosen from the 
fleet after a deployment for the job. 

At the WTT, instructor Lt. Ryan Baldwin said the 
instructor/operator stations can interact with students, role 
play, monitor what’s going on and set adversaries and friends 
in the scenarios. 

As pilots and crew start getting used to the full-envelope 
capabilities of the P-8A, they’re working through the tactics, 
techniques and procedures (TTPs), Baldwin said. P-3 TTPs 
are used as the baseline. 

“We’re all old dogs so we’re learning new tricks,” he said 
of the P-3 crews learning the new aircraft. 

The basics are the same, he said. Crew resource 
management is something trainees are learning. For example, 
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not leaning over to talk to someone at another station, but 
using the internal communication system. 

Importantly, with a larger information flow, learning 
“what’s important now,” is crucial, Baldwin said. 

Essentially, the new building with its energy saving 
equipment and training devices is reversing the usual training 

paradigm, where 70 percent of training was in the air. Now it 
will be 70 percent on the ground, which will result in pretty 
“significant” savings on the aircraft and in flying hours, 
Stevens said. 
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23. UNF Study Breaks Down Mayport Ship Situation, Transformation 
(FLORIDA TIMES-UNION 04 SEP 12) ... William Browning 

A decade of economic ups and downs loom in front of the 
community around Mayport Naval Station, according to a 
recent study at the University of North Florida. 

The reasons are obvious. The Navy continues to 
decommission its aged guided-missile frigates based at 
Mayport — all are expected to be gone by 2015. With those 
ships leaving, most of the Sailors, their families and their 
business will go too. 

The flip side is the Navy plans to deploy a handful of 
ships to Mayport over the next eight years. These include eight 
littoral combat ships, three destroyers and three patrol craft. 

While there is no exact timetable for those arrivals, there 
is for a three-ship amphibious ready group. The first will 
arrive in 2013, the other two in 2014. 

Then there is the nuclear aircraft carrier. One is slated to 
be home-ported at Mayport sometime after 2020. 

These moving parts went into the study Professor George 
Candler and graduate student Jonathan Lynn completed last 
month. Atlantic Beach asked for the study to help local 
officials better understand what they could expect — socially 
and economically — with the fluctuation of ships, Sailors and 
families. They also wanted to know, specifically, how it would 
affect the Mayport corridor. 

Atlantic Beach City Manager Jim Hanson said while the 
tough economy, coupled with the frigates retiring, has been 
hard, “we know better times are ahead.” He added that when 
the turnaround happens, “we want to make the best of that 
situation.” 

The 23-page study, which cost the city nothing, ends: 
“While there is little that the city of Atlantic Beach can do in 
the short term to change this scenario, city government can use 
this time to ‘prepare the soil’ by strengthening fundamental 
policies and practices so that as the post-2015 rebound begins 
... the Mayport corridor will be fertile ground from which new 
growth can spring.” 

Here are four areas of focus from the study: 
Ships 
Frigate decommissioning: The process began in 2006 and 

will end in 2015. It will result in an estimated contraction of 
the ship-building industry of more than $100 million annually 
from 2011 to 2013. Some 3,000 Sailors will be taken out of 
the economy. 

Bill Austin, public affairs officer at Mayport, points out 
that just because a ship leaves, that “doesn’t mean that 350 

Sailors and their families are just going to disappear.” Many 
Sailors opt to stay at Mayport and if they do land at another 
port, their families sometimes stay in the area. 

Amphibious ready group arrival: The 2013-to-2014 
arrival of the three ships will bring 2,000 Sailors, adding $60 
million in consumer demand and $75 million in annual ship 
repair contracts. 

Housing 
Of the 195 Sailors surveyed for the study, 70 percent live 

in civilian housing and pay on average $1,600 a month in 
housing costs. Retired Capt. Matt Schellhorn, a community 
planning and liaison officer with the Navy, said the waiting 
list for on-campus housing routinely has more than 1,000 
names on it. 

“We’ll never have enough housing” on base, he said. 
Hanson said good, off-base housing options is one of the 

areas he hopes the city focuses on. 
“They need to zone so that houses or condos under 

$200,000 — really about $160,000 — are available,” Candler 
said. 

Redevelopment 
Hanson said the Mayport Road strip leading toward the 

base — with an abundance of tattoo parlors, strip clubs and 
pawn shops — isn’t “a very inviting place” at times. He hopes 
more family-oriented businesses, like pharmacies, grocery 
stores and restaurants, will spread across the area. 

This is in line with Sailors who responded to the study’s 
survey. Of the 108 responses, more than 20 requested more 
sit-down restaurants and 16 wanted more fast-food options. 
Others wanted grocery stores, a movie theater and a 
department store of some kind. 

Schools 
Finnegan Elementary School is the main school in this 

equation. The school’s back gate leads onto the Mayport base 
and it “has a large majority of students who are dependents of 
Navy personnel,” according to the study. 

The study also states that for every 100 Navy personnel 
stationed in Jacksonville, about 36 children will be of 
elementary school age. Lynn said his findings suggest the 
school is a big asset when it comes to Sailors requesting 
Mayport as a home port. 

View UNF Study 
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BUSINESS: 
24. Defense Industry Bracing For Further Budget Cuts 
(REUTERS 04 SEP 12) ... David Alexander 

WASHINGTON -- U.S. defense companies are bracing 
for additional cuts in Pentagon spending, even if Congress 
reaches a deal to avert a controversial $500 billion across-the-
board budget cut due to go into effect in January, industry 
officials said on Tuesday. 

Dennis Muilenburg, head of Boeing Co's defense and 
security unit, said in an interview with Reuters reporters and 
editors that his firm anticipated the Pentagon would face more 
spending reductions even if Congress acts to avert the cuts 
looming in January under the process known as sequestration. 

"We know that there's still a gap to close in terms of the 
overall budget deficit," Muilenburg said. "Certainly the 
defense budget, being one of the large components of the 
overall federal budget, will have to be considered in that 
process." 

Linda Hudson, the top U.S. executive at Britain's BAE 
Systems Plc, also predicted a further decline in U.S. defense 
spending, given the depth of the economic challenges facing 
the country. But she said continued threats to U.S. national 
security would prevent a precipitous drop. 

"Defense has to be part of the solution to the fiscal 
challenges that the country has," Hudson told Reuters. 
"However, I have never seen a downturn in this industry 
where the country was at war and the world in general was as 
uncertain and perhaps as unsafe as it is today." 

The Pentagon is facing $500 billion in across-the-board 
cuts to defense spending over 10 years beginning in January, 
after Congress failed to reach a compromise deal to reduce 
federal spending by an equivalent amount. A similar amount 
will be cut from non-defense government programs. 

Marion Blakey, president of the Aerospace Industries 
Association, said defense spending would inevitably be part of 
the debate over fixing the U.S. debt crisis. But she said the 
industry had already paid a big price and further automatic 
cuts under sequestration were not the solution. 

"Yes, there's going to have to be that debate, and defense 
is going to have to be a part of it. But it should be a reasoned, 
intelligent debate and that really goes to how do you address 
the fundamentals of the problem," she said. 

Blakey, who displayed 1950s-style editorial cartoons 
warning lawmakers that defense cuts cost jobs, said the United 
States needed a bipartisan answer to the U.S. debt problem 
that would deal with entitlement programs such as Social 
Security and tax reform, the two issues that have blocked a 
solution in Congress. 

"Let's be honest. The trillion dollar hit that is 
sequestration barely puts a dent in our debt," she said. 

The defense cuts under sequestration have been widely 
condemned by lawmakers, industry executives and Pentagon 
officials because they would affect all sections of the defense 
budget equally without allowing leaders to set strategic 
priorities. 

Defense Secretary Leon Panetta has said the cuts would 
be devastating to the Pentagon's new military strategy, 
following on the heels of $487 billion in cuts already planned 
over the next decade. Industry officials and lawmakers have 
campaigned for Congress to take action to avert them. 

AIA is preparing an eleventh-hour lobbying blitz 
opposing sequestration, including a rally at BAE Systems' 
Nashua, New Hampshire, facility on September 10 and 
orchestrated visits to Congress by hundreds of defense 
industry suppliers. 

Many analysts have noted that the cuts follow a decade-
long military buildup and are smaller than those during similar 
military drawdowns after periods of warfare over the past 60 
years. 

Boeing's Muilenburg said his firm expected further 
Pentagon spending cuts as the government tries to resolve its 
fiscal crisis, but hoped they would be less than the $500 
billion required by sequestration. 

He said the critical issue was to avoid across-the-board 
cuts and enable the Pentagon to "make decisions aligned with 
the national strategy." 

Muilenburg said Boeing's defense division had already 
taken aggressive steps to prepare for the cuts under 
sequestration by slimming down in recent years, cutting 
workers, closing facilities and increasing its focus on foreign 
sales. 

He said the firm would probably have to lay off additional 
employees if sequestration forced another $500 billion in 
defense cuts over a decade. He said the size of the reduction 
was difficult to project until the Pentagon announced how it 
would implement the cuts and which programs would be 
affected. 

Hudson has already guided BAE Systems through a big 
restructuring to prepare for the defense cuts since she became 
CEO of BAE Systems Inc in 2009, streamlining management, 
consolidating facilities and reshaping its portfolio. 

"Those of us who have spent the last couple of years 
downsizing our businesses, focusing on efficiencies ... dealing 
with the highly competitive environment ... are actually now 
in better shape than we were two to three years ago," she said. 
"The companies are leaner and more competitive." 

Additional reporting by Jim Wolf and Andrea Shalal-Esa. 
Return to Index 
 

25. Boeing Sees Sales Of Joint U.S.-Israeli Missile Shield 
(REUTERS 04 SEP 12) ... Jim Wolf and Karen Jacobs 

WASHINGTON -- Boeing Co foresees global demand for 
a ballistic missile-defense shield it is co-developing to help 
guard Israel, the head of the company's military business said 
on Tuesday. 

Israel is getting set for the first full flight test of its Arrow 
anti-missile system using a new high-altitude interceptor 
called Arrow 3. 

"As we prove out that technology, and show that it's not 
only affordable but effective, we think there will be additional 
global market opportunities for that capability," Dennis 
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Muilenburg, chief executive of Boeing's defense, space and 
security arm, told Reuters. 

Boeing thinks that potential markets may include India, 
Singapore and South Korea, a company official said in a 
followup telephone conversation. 

The United States and Israel have been jointly developing 
Arrow since 1988. Boeing's counterpart on the project is state-
owned Israel Aerospace Industries. 

Arrow 3, the system's highest-altitude component, which 
operates outside the atmosphere, is expected to be deployed by 
2014, according to the U.S. Congressional Research Service. 

The capabilities to be demonstrated in the coming test 
include searching further and higher for missiles of the type 
being designed and tested by Iran. No intercept of a simulated 
enemy design is scheduled in the upcoming test. 

Boeing is set to produce half or more of the Arrow 3 
interceptors in the United States, with Israel doing the 
integration. A key selling point, Boeing believes, would be the 
system's relative affordability. 

Lockheed Martin Corp makes a rival missile shield called 
the Terminal High Altitude Area Defense. 

So far, THAAD's only foreign sale has been to the United 
Arab Emirates. Lockheed Martin received a $1.96 billion U.S. 
government contract last December to produce two THAAD 
weapons systems for the UAE. 

Any overseas sales of the Arrow system would be on a 
similar government-to-government basis. 

Muilenburg said another likely selling point would be the 
potential for a buyer nation's industry to be involved in 
production. 

"That's a technology area where many countries are 
interested in building up their own industrial capacity in 
addition to providing the defensive capability," he said. 

The total U.S. financial contribution to progressively 
improved versions of the Arrow system tops $1 billion, the 
Congressional Research Service said in a March 12 report to 
lawmakers. 

The Obama administration's fiscal 2013 budget request 
includes $99.8 million in joint U.S.-Israeli co-development for 
missile defense, a sum that U.S. lawmakers have moved to 
more than double in the ongoing budget process. 
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BOOKS: 
26. Pentagon Says Ex-SEAL Book Contains Secrets 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 04 SEP 12) ... Lolita C. Baldor and Kimberly Dozier 

WASHINGTON — A former Navy SEAL's insider 
account of the raid that killed Osama bin Laden contains 
classified information, the Pentagon said Tuesday, and the 
admiral who heads the Naval Special Warfare Command said 
details in the book may provide enemies with dangerous 
insight into secretive U.S. operations. 

Rear Adm. Sean Pybus told his force Tuesday that 
"hawking details about a mission" and selling other 
information about SEAL training and operations puts the force 
and their families at risk. 

"For an elite force that should be humble and disciplined 
for life, we are certainly not appearing to be so," Pybus wrote 
in a letter to the roughly 8,000 troops under his command. 
"We owe our chain of command much better than this." 

The letter was obtained by The Associated Press. 
At the Pentagon, press secretary George Little said that an 

official review of the book, "No Easy Day," determined that it 
reveals what he called "sensitive and classified" information. 
He was not more specific but said the author was required to 
submit the book to the Pentagon before publication for a 
formal review of potential disclosures of such information. 

"When you have special operations units that perform 
these missions, there are tactics, techniques, and procedures, 
not to mention human life, that are in play," Little said. "And 
it is the height of irresponsibility not to have this kind of 
material checked for the possible disclosure of classified 
information." 

He told reporters during a briefing that the Pentagon is 
still reviewing what legal options should be taken against the 
author. 

If the Pentagon determines the bin Laden book does 
disclose classified secrets, the government could consider 
bringing federal criminal charges against Bissonnette. The 

potential charges and penalties would depend largely on what 
type of secrets were disclosed. 

Pybus, in his letter, was more direct, saying that, "We 
must immediately reconsider how we properly influence our 
people in and out of uniform NOT to seek inappropriate 
monetary, political, or celebrity profit from their service" with 
the SEALS. 

"We all have much to gain or lose," he said. "In the weeks 
ahead, we will be taking actions to meet this challenge, and I 
appreciate your leadership and support of our community in 
this effort." 

Last week, Adm. William McRaven, head of U.S. Special 
Operations Command, warned his troops that he would take 
legal action against anyone found to have exposed sensitive 
information that could cause fellow forces harm. The Naval 
Special Warfare Command is a unit within U.S. Special 
Operations Command. 

A lawyer for author Matt Bissonnette, who wrote under 
the pseudonym Mark Owen, has disputed that he was legally 
obliged to have the book screened before publication. 

Bissonnette's co-author Kevin Maurer said in a statement 
Tuesday that Bissonnette "was meticulous about adhering to 
his desire to never do anything to undermine the SEALs' 
mission or put his former colleagues in harm's way." 

Little would not say what damage may result from the 
book's revelations and he declined to point to any specific 
portions of the book that contain material that would be 
considered a violation and a release of classified information. 

He said the Pentagon did not try to stop the public release 
of the book this week in part because there wasn't much time. 

"Pre-release copies of the book were already being 
circulated around," Little said. "So the practical effect of 
requesting that the publisher withhold release of the book just 
wasn't an available option." 
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He added that the Pentagon also has not taken steps to 
stop the book from being sold on military installations. It's not 
the Pentagon's practice, Little said, "to get into the business of 
deciding what and what does not go on bookshelves in 
military exchanges. But that doesn't mean in any way, shape 
or form that we don't have serious concerns about the fact that 
this process of pre-publication review was not followed." 

The book, which was published by Dutton, an imprint of 
Penguin Group (USA), was No. 1 on Amazon's best seller list 
Tuesday, which was its official release day. The initial print 
run was 575,000 copies and publication of the book was 
moved up from Sept. 11 to Sept. 4 amid a flurry of reports 
about the book last week. 

Jeh Johnson, the Pentagon's top lawyer, notified 
Bissonnette last Thursday that the Pentagon believes he is in 
"material breach and violation" of two nondisclosure 
agreements and of a related document he signed upon leaving 
active duty in April 2012. 

In response, Robert D. Luskin of the law firm Patton 
Boggs wrote to Johnson on Friday that his firm is representing 
Bissonnette and asserting that he is not in breach of his 
nondisclosure agreements. 

The Justice Department could go after the profits of the 
book in a civil proceeding if it is determined that he violated 
the nondisclosure agreement by not getting the book pre-
cleared. 
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27. SEAL Commander: “Disappointed, Embarrassed, Concerned" 
Head of Navy SEALs scolds community for seeking celebrity, political sway 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 04 SEP 12) ... Jeanette Steele 

The commander of Navy SEALs on Tuesday delivered a 
tongue-lashing to his troops – and the larger community of 
former elite fighters – for showboating, while the Pentagon 
said a book written by an ex-SEAL about the May 2011 
Osama bin Laden mission does contain “sensitive” material. 

The fallout from Tuesday's release of the memoir “No 
Easy Day” also included a published analysis from a group of 
former special-operations fighters who say author Matt 
Bissonnette was willing to spill the beans on the mission 
because of shabby treatment from his unit. 

Bissonnette's account claims he was right behind the 
SEAL who shot an unarmed and non-aggressive Bin Laden 
during the night mission in Abbottabad, Pakistan. His book 
has become a bestseller after being announced just a few 
weeks ago. The publisher moved up the release date by a week 
in response to the public’s high interest. 

On Tuesday, Rear Adm. Sean Pybus, head of the Naval 
Special Warfare Command in Coronado, dispatched an email 
to all SEALs saying that he is “disappointed, embarrassed and 
concerned” by recent actions. 

He listed those as former SEALs “headlining” a role in 
the November presidential race, “hawking” the mission 
against “enemy No. 1” and selling out other aspects of SEAL 
training and operations. 

“Most of us have always thought that the privilege of 
working with some of our nation’s toughest warriors on 
challenging missions would be enough to be proud of, with no 
further compensation or celebrity required,” Pybus wrote in an 
email, the text of which was obtained by U-T San Diego. 

“For an elite force that should be humble and disciplined 
for life, we are certainly not appearing to be so.” 

At the Pentagon, defense spokesman George Little told 
reporters that officials haven't decided what steps they might 
take against Bissonnette, after threatening legal action in a 
letter last week. 

The letter said that “No Easy Day” violated 
confidentiality agreements that the author had signed while in 
uniform. Bissonnette, in the book and through his lawyer, has 
denied divulging any secrets. He did not submit the memoir to 
the Pentagon for vetting. 

Asked Tuesday if the book reveals classified information, 
Little responded, “We believe there's sensitive information 

that would have raised concerns had this book gone through 
pre-publication review. There's no doubt about it.” 

SOFREP.com, a website run by former special-operations 
specialists including San Diegan Brandon Webb, took the 
unusual step of publishing an e-book containing the group's 
assessment of the situation. 

Called “No Easy Op,” the short piece says Bissonnette 
had already been ostracized from his unit after announcing 
plans to leave Navy. These writers see the Bin Laden book as 
payback. 

“What do you do when you find yourself pissed off at 
your former employer, out of a job and in need of a paycheck? 
You start cashing in chips,” the e-book, being sold for $4.99 
by Amazon.com, opines. Webb is listed as an author, in 
addition to Jack Murphy and Bill Janson, editors on the 
website, and Iassen Donov. 

“It is our assessment that his former command 
mishandled his departure, which contributed to his motive for 
writing this book, and what has been seen by the active-duty 
SEAL community as a betrayal of trust.” 

Queried about the source of this information, Webb said it 
was “inside sources whom we'd never disclose.” 

Webb, a former SEAL sniper who wrote the 2011 memoir 
“Red Circle” about his pre- and post-9/11 days with the 
SEALs, is now editor in chief of SOFREP.com. The website is 
producing an interview series with former SEALs. The first 
episode includes Webb and two others, Chris Kyle and Chris 
Osman, who have recently written books about their military 
experiences. The site offers features such as “ask an operator.” 

It might be efforts like these that Pybus is referring to 
when he decries seeking “compensation and celebrity.” 

But in his email the admiral also appears to be calling out 
a political committee formed by former SEALs and 
intelligence agents, called Special Operations OPSEC, that has 
publicly taken on President Barack Obama for leaks after the 
Bin Laden mission. 

Still, the Coronado SEAL command itself green-lighted a 
movie that came out this year starring active-duty SEALs as 
themselves. 

“Act of Valor” was a Hollywood action film designed to 
help recruit future SEALs. It also ended up causing some 
concern in tight-lipped special-operations circles. One of the 
“stars” reportedly also has a book in the works. 
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The “No Easy Op” authors predict a crackdown in the 
SEAL community and also a possible relocation of 
Bissonnette's former SEAL team, known as Naval Special 
Warfare Development Group, from Virginia Beach. 

Pybus' email indicates soul-searching and change are 
coming. 

“Senior leaders in SOF (special operations forces) and the 
Department of Defense cannot be given reason to doubt Naval 

Special Warfare's ability to operate successfully and maintain 
secrecy always,” the SEAL commander wrote to his troops. 

“We must immediately reconsider how we properly 
influence our people in and out of uniform NOT to seek 
inappropriate monetary, political or celebrity profit from their 
service.” 
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28. New SEAL Book To Be Sold In Military Exchanges 
(MILITARY TIMES 04 SEP 12) ... Andrew Tilghman 

Top Pentagon officials are deeply troubled by a former 
Navy SEAL’s publication of a book about the May 2011 raid 
that killed Osama bin Laden — but that won’t stop troops 
worldwide from buying the book at local exchange service 
stores. 

“There has been no directive from this department to 
withhold sale of the book from military exchanges,” Pentagon 
spokesman George Little said Tuesday. “This book is being 
made widely available in bookstores and online. It is not our 
typical practice to get into the business of deciding what does 
and what does not go on bookshelves in military exchanges.” 

The Pentagon is considering legal action against the 
former SEAL who wrote the book, “No Easy Day,” under the 
pseudonym “Mark Owen.” The book was released nationwide 
today and contains classified information that puts the author 

in violation of a confidentiality agreement he signed with the 
Navy, Little said. 

An attorney for the author maintains that the 
confidentiality agreement he signed did not require submission 
for prepublication review. 

Little said permission to sell the book on military 
installations should not be interpreted as a lack of concern 
within the Pentagon about the risks posed by its publication. 

Sale of the book on installations “doesn’t mean in any 
way, shape or form that we don’t have serious concerns about 
the fact that the process of pre-publication review was not 
followed. This is a solemn obligation and the author in this 
case elected not to abide by his legal obligations,” Little said. 

He declined to say what that classified information might 
be in the book and the risks it may pose. 
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OUTREACH: 
29. Warships Arrive At Detroit Riverfront For Navy Week 
(DETROIT FREE PRESS 04 SEP 12) ... Peggy Walsh-Sarnecki 

Sue Wilczek saw the flotilla of warships for Navy Week 
sail past the downriver area and followed them from land until 
they docked in Detroit. 

"It’s just really neat to see them, see the guys who protect 
us on the water," said Wilczek of Dearborn Heights. 

Marco Catalfio of Warren had three cameras strung 
around his neck to catch the ships as they arrived late Tuesday 
afternoon. 

"It’s one of THE events in Detroit," Catalfio said."you 
don’t see it very often and it celebrates the city." 

The ships will remain here through Sunday for a special 
celebration of Navy Week. It’s part of a tour of Navy Weeks 
in 10 cities around the Great Lakes celebrating the 200th 
anniversary of the War of 1812. 

A small group from the official Navy Band accompanying 
the fleet blasted rock ‘n’ roll in the plaza behind the 
Renaissance Center, entertaining the crowd with wearing their 
white Sailor uniforms and interspersing plugs for the Navy in 
between songs. Their music drew crowds down to the water, 
where the water side of the Ren Cen had a giant Navy Week 
sign. 

Laura Larson of Grosse Pointe Farms brought her 15-
year-old son Nick to see the ships as they arrived. 

"I don’t remember this happening before," said Larson. 
The tall ship Niagara, docked behind the Renaissance 

Center, was their favorite. 

The flagship of this fleet is the 453-foot long Navy 
frigate, the U.S. De Wert, docked at the Nicholson Dock, 4105 
West Jefferson, just south of the Ambassador Bridge. The De 
Wert needs deeper water than the other ships, so it’s the only 
one not docked in downtown Detroit. 

In addition to the De Wert and Niagara, a Navy coastal 
patrol boat, the USS Hurricane, is docked at the Port Authority 
of Detroit, 130 Atwater, just west of the Renaissance Center. 
The Coast Guard Cutter Katmai Bay is docked at Hart Plaza. 

The Navy kept visitors from getting close to the De Wert 
and Hurricane on Tuesday. Sailors in white stood at the rails 
while the ships docked, and Navy police in blue camoflauge 
guarded their sides until they officially open to the public. 

All four ships will be open to the public for tours, 
beginning Wednesday. 

But the small crowd on Tuesday was happy just for the 
view. Ken Gilliam of Clinton Township stopped a passing 
photographer and handed her his camera, asking if she’d take 
his photo in front of the Niagara. Gilliam, an admitted fan of 
tall ships, has traveled around the country to see them. 

Dewelle Laird lounged against a railing, taking in the 
ships and sights. 

"I’ve always been interested in the river, the sea, and how 
(the Navy) protects us," said Laird of Detroit. “We’re a major 
port, a major trader. It’s good for them to show their service 
and their force." 
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Richard White of Mobile, Ala., was drawn down from his 
hotel room in the Renaissance Center to see the ships. He’s in 
Detroit for a convention of the U.S. Power Squadron 
convention, a power boating organization. As for Navy week? 

"I think it’s a great idea," White said. He’ll be down to 
tour the ships, "Without a doubt." 

For more information, visit www.ourflagwasstillthere.org. 
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COMMENTARY: 
30. Afghanistan: Green On Blue Attacks Are Only A Small Part Of The Problem 
(CENTER FOR STRATEGIC & INTERNATIONAL STUDIES 04 SEP 12) ... Anthony H. Cordesman 

During the last few weeks, coverage of the Afghan War 
has focused on ‘green on blue attacks’ - the killings of U.S. 
and other International Security Assistance Force (ISAF) 
soldiers by members of the Afghan security services. This is 
part of a natural tendency to ride the headlines, but the 
coverage has often been misleading, and it reflects a persistent 
failure to address the far broader range of problems emerging 
in the war and the needs for major changes in virtually every 
aspect of the way it is fought. 

Putting Green on Blue Attacks in Perspective 
First, green on blue killings need to be put in perspective. 

On the one hand, the numbers involved are still very limited. 
Green on blue deaths in August were only 15 out of 53, or 
28%. Analysis also shows that the trend in total Coalition 
deaths is falling: the total of 53 casualties for August 2012 is 
the highest in 2012 -- but is typical of the patterns during the 
campaign season and compares with 82 in 2011 and 79 in 
2010. 

On the other hand, their political impact is very 
significant. The Taliban and insurgents are fighting a political 
war to influence and dominate the Afghan people and to drive 
out U.S. and other ISAF forces, as well as aid efforts. The 
insurgents know that the actual numbers involved are not the 
issue; what counts is their political impact. 

And this impact is having a major effect in influencing 
media coverage of the war, the U.S. Congress, the American 
public, and the attitudes of other ISAF and donor countries. 
Like other high-profile Taliban and insurgent attacks on 
Afghan officials, major targets in Kabul, and the pervasive 
insurgent effort to infiltrate and influence the Afghan 
countryside and cites, they are having a major impact on 
overall support for the war in what is a battle of political 
attrition. 

They led President Karzai to first make absurd claims that 
“foreign intelligence” officers are responsible – creating a new 
and this time pointless set of tensions with Pakistan. And then, 
to talk about investigating the causes as if he had not initially 
blamed them on foreign intelligence agents. 

These attacks also led to unconfirmed media reports that 
much of the existing vetting system had previously been 
ignored in the rush to expand Afghan forces. They then forced 
ISAF to temporarily suspend training for 1,000 Afghan Local 
Police (ALP) personnel (the ALP are currently being 
expanded from some 16,300 to 30,000) in the hope more 
intense vetting methods would reduce the problem.  At the 
same time, ISAF had to deal with the political impact of the 
fact that some 25,000 Afghan soldiers and more than 4,000 
Afghan national policemen remained in training for a total 
force that was now over 350,000. 

ISAF reacted to these political impacts of green on blue 
attacks by stating that reports of the suspension of recruiting 

for the 8,000 Commandos and 3,000 ANA Special Operations 
Forces in the recently inaugurated ANA Special Operations 
Division were incorrect, and the force continued with their 
normal operational activity. The vetting status of all 
Commandos and Special Operations Forces was being 
checked, but had no impact on current operations. 

It stated that the measures being applied to ANA special 
forces and ALP personnel reflected the intensive effort to 
recheck the vetting status of the some 350,000 ANSF 
personnel as part of a number of actions recently instituted to 
reinforce existing precautions related to the insider threat. It 
stated that much of the re-vetting task had already been 
completed and individuals, where vetting status has been 
found to be in doubt, have been suspended pending further 
investigation, or removed from the force. 

ISAF further stated that, 
The vetting status of all Commandos and Special 

Operations Forces is also being checked, but this again is 
having no impact on current operations. The measures being 
applied to ANA special forces and ALP personnel reflects the 
intensive effort to recheck the vetting status of the some 
350,000 ANSF personnel as part of a number of actions 
recently instituted to reinforce existing precautions related to 
the insider threat. Much of this re-vetting task has already 
been completed and numbers of individuals, where vetting 
status has been found to be in doubt, have been suspended 
pending further investigation, or removed from the force. 

The synergy between the Afghan government and 
military and the Coalition has already resulted in several 
concrete measures to defeat the insider threat. Among the new 
initiatives being implemented are improvements to the vetting 
process for new recruits; increasing the number of 
counterintelligence teams; introduction of interview 
procedures for ANA soldiers returning from leave; a new 
warning and reporting system for insider threats; enhanced 
intelligence exchange between the ANSF and ISAF; 
establishment of an anonymous reporting system; improved 
training for counter-intelligence agents; establishment of a 
joint investigation commission when insider threats occur; and 
enhanced cultural training to include visits to Coalition home 
training centers by Afghan Cultural and Religious Affairs 
advisers, which were authorized by President Karzai this 
morning. 

It is unclear how such measures will affect green on blue 
attacks in the future, and how such efforts and political impact 
of future attacks will play out over time, but it is clear that 
they already have had a major impact on media reporting and 
public perceptions in ISAF countries. 

They make it more and more tempting for Afghans to 
distance themselves from the Afghan government, and they 
breed distrust between Afghans and U.S./ISAF trainers and 
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forces. They make it more tempting for ISAF and donor 
countries to rush for the exits. 

Green on Blue Attacks as a “Symptom” of the Much 
Broader Political Character of the War 

What is even more important is the green on blue attacks 
are only a symptom of the fact that both the current patterns in 
the fighting, and the overall Transition effort have become 
part of a much broader political war of attrition, and of the 
much broader and grimmer aspect of the war. ISAF and 
Afghan National Security Forces (ANSF) may still be winning 
tactically, but green on blue and other politically oriented 
strikes on both foreign and Afghan targets may be giving the 
insurgents back the overall momentum in the war. 

Simply focusing on green on blue killings does not even 
put the problems in this one aspect of the war in context. A 
detailed examination of unclassified casualty reporting shows 
that the official statistics and media coverage of such incidents 
has been very limited and makes it impossible to put the 
overall problems in green on blue tensions and transition in 
perspective. ISAF makes a major and hopelessly undefined 
distinction between killings due to the Taliban/infiltration and 
killings due to personal disputes and other reasons. 

So far, however, the United States and ISAF don’t seem 
to be able to agree on how to define this or to provide any 
meaningful data on the overall nature of the problem—a fact 
largely ignored by what might politely be described as an 
analytically illiterate media. ISAF and the United States can’t 
decide on whether the Taliban and other insurgents account 
for 10 percent or 25 percent of the direct green on blue kills. 
Worse, they provide no data on the overall problem that must 
include a count of green on blue—and blue on green—
attempts, woundings, and incidents. 

There is no real reporting on green on green attacks, 
where there are no numbers at all. There are no data on the 
background of attackers to show how other attackers many 
have been influenced by extremist propaganda, and how many 
have been encouraged by insurgents on a target-of-opportunity 
basis or inserted as infiltrators. There has been no supporting 
public analyses of insurgent tactics to show when they began 
to focus on such attacks. 

Moreover, there has been little official effort to explain 
that there are good reasons for noninsurgent-backed green on 
blue incidents to increase as well. The entire ANSF force-
building effort is under stress and forced to recruit lower-
quality personnel, men with less-known backgrounds, men 
motivated only be the desire for employment and money, and 
men from areas where their culture is more traditional and less 
adaptable to encounters with U.S. and ISAF personnel. 

Rushing to create a buildup in ANSF with less and less 
qualified recruits who are put under immediate pressure does 
create tensions, as do constant U.S. and ISAF withdrawals, 
rotations of personnel and trainers, base closings and 
realignments, efforts to transfer areas to inexperienced Afghan 
forces, problems in providing ANSF forces with adequate 
leave and recovery time, all of which interact with other 
sources of turbulence in ANSF manpower. 

Yet, the numbers of recent attacks remain small relative to 
the other patterns of casualties and violence in the war, and it 
unclear how much of a surge in such attacks there has really 
been. One doesn’t have to be much of a mathematician to see 
there has been a limited correlation between recent increases 

in force size and the number of killings per se. Similar 
increases did not occur in the past when more rapid increases, 
higher turnover, and less leave and recovery time affected past 
buildup periods in ANSF. 

It also is hard to make any meaningful comparisons with 
Vietnam and Iraq. There were some comparable problems, but 
green on blue attacks were then treated largely as infiltrators, 
relations between U.S. and host country forces were usually 
better since the cultural differences were smaller and the 
recruiting base was better educated. Vietnam already had 
forces, and both the Army of the Republic of Vietnam 
(ARVN) and Iraqi officers and noncommissioned officers 
were more experienced. 

On the one hand, this means that green on blue attacks 
may decline as ANSF units mature and as they shake out 
problem recruits and malcontents. Similarly, they may decline 
as the training and partnering role puts the Afghans steadily 
more in charge and reduces U.S. and ISAF “visibility” and the 
sources of clashes between Afghans and outside forces. 

On the other hand, if the insurgents organize properly and 
step up infiltration and efforts to convert men already in 
ANSF, the end result could also be a lethal combination of 
new pressures as more and more troops withdraw, ANSF and 
Afghan faith in U.S. and allied staying power declines, and 
trainers and mentors become more exposed and isolated. 

Better vetting and delays in further recruiting of Afghan 
special forces and local police may help, but there are few 
reliable records: far too much depends on tribal and local 
leaders who care more about their power base; polygraphs are 
a nightmare of unreliability; infiltrators can be better trained 
and given better covers; and vetting will not affect people who 
become hostile after they enter the force. Tighter vetting and 
security measures also breed distrust and separation of forces 
and cause problems on their own. They will present growing 
problems as trainers and partners have to be more deeply 
involved with ANSF as ISAF forces decline. 

On the one hand, this may mean that green on blue attacks 
may decline as the ANSF units mature, and as ANSF units 
shake out problem recruits and malcontents. Similarly, they 
may decline as the training and partnering role puts the 
Afghans steadily more in charge and reduces U.S. and ISAF 
“visibility” and the sources of clashes between Afghans and 
outside forces. 

On the other hand – if the insurgents organize properly 
and step up infiltration and efforts to convert men already in 
the ANSF, the end result could be a lethal combination new 
pressures as more and more troops withdraw, ANSF and 
Afghan faith in U.S. and allied staying power declines, and 
trainers and mentors become more exposed and isolated. As 
Coalition troops withdrawal, ISAF trainers will become more 
and more exposed, ANSF troops will become more 
independent, and Afghanistan’s continuing ethnic and 
sectarian tensions will be less constrained. These factors could 
combine to keep Green on Blue (and Green on Green) 
violence levels as high as they were for much of Afghanistan’s 
modern history. 

The Broader Strategic Context and the Need for 
Major Changes in Strategy and the Conduct of the War 

The most important message of green on blue attacks, 
however, is not this one set of problems but that they are part 
of a broader mix of insurgent efforts to win the war in political 
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terms as U.S. and allied forces largely withdraw. These attack 
may be the current media focus, but there is a critical need for 
a much broader perspective and examination of what may well 
be tactical victories at the cost of creeping strategic defeat. 

In the narrow case of green on blue tensions and attacks, 
vetting and better partnering measures may help to some as 
yet unknown degree if handled well, but they are not an 
answer to the political impact of such attacks or the overall 
pattern of insurgent political warfare. This is discussed in 
detail in the paper on strategy and the course of the war 
referenced at the end of this commentary, and it is highlighted 
by the stark contrast between UN reporting on the course of 
the insurgency in the second report on the overall patterns in 
casualties in the war, and the U.S. and ISAF military focus on 
numbers killed, enemy initiated attacks, and the kinetic 
patterns in tactical encounters. 

Dealing with the mix of insurgent political attacks 
requires educating political leaders, media, and the public that 
enemies will exploit every vulnerability in asymmetric 
warfare; acceptance of the price in terms of casualties is part 
of the price of continuing the struggle. 

This will be an ongoing duel—along with every other 
aspect of a “war of transition” that will be fought on political 

far more than tactical terms. It will also be a duel where the 
broader failures in the current U.S. approach to both the 
military and civil aspects of transition—coupled with shifts in 
the overall struggle against a global terrorist threat, inability to 
push Pakistan to halt support and sanctuary for Afghan 
insurgents, and the gross weakness in Afghan politics and 
governance—add to the risk of defeat. 

The detailed trends in overall casualties in the war, and a 
summary of a recent UN estimates of the real world politico-
military trends in the war, is provided in a second attached 
report entitled Coalition, ANSAF, and Afghan Civilian 
Casualties in the Afghan Conflict from 2001 Through 
August 2012. This is available on the CSIS web site at: 

https://csis.org/files/publication/120904_Afghan_Iraq_Ca
sulaties.pdf  

These issues—and a broader assessment of the real-world 
trends in the war—are available in a new Burke Chair report 
entitled Avoiding Creeping Defeat in Afghanistan: The Need 
for Realistic Assumptions, Strategy, and Plans. This is 
available on the CSIS website at 
http://csis.org/publication/avoiding-creeping-defeat-
afghanistan-need-realistic-assumptions-strategy-and-plans. 
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31. What Roosevelt Would Do In The South China Sea 
(FINANCIAL TIMES (UK) 05 SEP 12) ... James Clad and Robert Manning 

Planting flags on islets, declaring cities where there are 
too few residents to fill a restaurant, and huffing and puffing 
over uninhabited rocks are acts more suited to a Gilbert and 
Sullivan farce than to nations in the 21st century. 

Absurdities aside, the tensions in the South China Sea 
could shape the balance of power in Asia and put at risk the 
$18tn east Asian economy. However, a century-old diplomatic 
idea used by a former U.S. president offers a solution to the 
crisis. 

At present, things appear to be at an impasse. Legally, the 
overlapping territorial claims defy resolution – either through 
bilateral steps or through the Law of the Sea treaty. This 
treaty, to which China has acceded, rejects lodging 
“historically based” claims, which are precisely the type 
Beijing periodically asserts. 

With the legal problems exacerbated by nationalist 
sentiment, practicable solutions are even harder to achieve. 
Yet tensions need not slide inexorably into entrenched 
hostility, or worse. We propose a way out that would allow 
step-by-step commercialisation while setting aside disputes 
over sovereignty. 

The current surge of interest in the South China Sea is 
driven first, by China’s steady rise and second, by the 
perception (if not the reality) of oil and gas deposits that may 
be accessible using new technologies. 

Even so, no company will invest the billions of dollars 
required to exploit these reserves without a stable political and 
legal environment. Competing nationalisms and Sino-
American friction are simply adding new layers of risk to an 
already challenging environment. 

This should present an opportunity for creative 
diplomacy. Chinese oil companies still need foreign partners; 
they lack offshore drilling technology to exploit resources that 
may be much less substantial than China reports. Even 

optimistic estimates fall far short of projected Asian demand 
over the next 20 years. 

A creative diplomacy for the South China Sea needs, for 
starters, to rein in rivalry – as Hillary Clinton has this week 
sought to do in her tour of Asia. For years, each claimant has 
been exploiting cartographic ambiguities with unilateral 
moves and pronouncements. China recently named a speck of 
a place, SanCha, as an administrative “capital” for its South 
China Sea domain. Manila has renamed the same area the 
“West Philippine Sea”. In June, Vietnam enacted a maritime 
law identifying its own claims in the “Eastern Sea”. 

Of course, we can keep relying on America’s 
countervailing actions, knowing that China doesn’t play well 
in a multilateral space. But this game is prone to 
miscalculations by all sides. Nor does there seem much to gain 
from spending more time on “confidence building measures” 
or on a “multilateral security architecture” of regional 
groupings heavy on acronyms and light on results. 

To find something new, we might try looking backwards 
– to a type of split-the-difference U.S. diplomacy last 
deployed after Russia and Japan had fought a war in 1905. 
The next year, Theodore Roosevelt brokered a peace that 
lasted three decades, allowing China, Europe and the U.S. to 
adjust to Japan’s rise as a major power. 

To achieve something similar today would mean finding 
ways to facilitate commercial exploitation of the South China 
Sea. Privately, some chief executives of Chinese energy 
companies have spoken recently of their desire to form 
offshore joint ventures with western companies. Such joint 
exploitation could proceed by means of agreements resting 
expressly on a “without prejudice” basis – where companies, 
and the states in which they are domiciled, would make clear 
that mutual oil and gas exploration and production would 
occur “without prejudice” to their parent country’s sovereign 
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claims. The competing claimant countries could agree among 
themselves as to which companies might participate in 
extraction in the areas in dispute. 

In the current climate, companies are unlikely on their 
own to reach such understandings. Roosevelt’s bold 
diplomacy ended a Pacific imbroglio over real territory a 
century ago, and it should be emulated today. Why doesn’t the 
photo-op “East Asia Summit”, which the U.S. and China 

attend, appoint a panel of eminent people from nations with no 
claim to the disputed sea? They should be tasked to propose a 
solution modelled on the Antarctic one, with formulae 
dividing the energy profits. As the saying goes: “30 per cent of 
something is a lot better than 100 per cent of nothing.” All the 
more so in today’s paralysis. 

The writers are a former U.S. deputy assistant secretary 
of defence and a senior fellow at the Atlantic Council. 
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32. The Master ‘PLAN’: China’s New Guided Missile Destroyer 
China's navy appears on the verge of creating a new class of warship. It could eventually alter the balance of 
naval power in the region. 
(THE DIPLOMAT 04 SEP 12) ... Toshi Yoshihara & James R. Holmes 

We are loyal followers of baseball philosopher Yogi 
Berra, who reportedly proclaimed that “it’s tough to make 
predictions, especially about the future.” Like the great Yogi, 
we seldom venture prophecies. But we did hazard one in The 
Diplomat late in 2010, namely that the People’s Liberation 
Army Navy (PLAN) would defy those Western experts who 
opined that Beijing had slowed or halted its naval buildup. 

For evidence, such experts claimed that the PLAN had 
stopped building guided-missile destroyers, or DDGs. If so, 
Beijing had made a conscious choice to limit its navy’s 
offensive punch. Not so, said we. Having experimented with 
various DDG designs, the PLAN was simply settling on a 
model that incorporated the best of each test platform. And 
indeed, DDG serial production has recommenced in earnest, 
judging from pictures of the new Type 052D Luyang II-class 
DDG that have surfaced on the Internet. 

Until recently it was fashionable for Western PLA-
watchers to contend that Chinese shipyards had slowed or 
stopped construction of major surface warships like DDGs in 
favor of smaller, shorter-range, seemingly more defensive-
minded vessels like guided-missile frigates and fast-attack 
boats. They cited the dearth of clear-cut proof of DDG-
building since 2005 as evidence of this supposed trend. From 
this they inferred that Chinese naval development had taken a 
less menacing turn. 

This was counterintuitive at best. And indeed, a series of 
photos on Chinese and Western military websites over the past 
few years dispels such sanguine prognoses. The images 
indicate that Chinese shipyards had already resumed DDG 
construction by 2010, when we essayed our prediction about 
Chinese shipbuilding. 

The latest reports suggest that Jiangnan Shipyard in 
Shanghai launched its sixth Type 052C DDG and is laying 
down an average of two hulls per year. The new combatant 
under construction within a nearby hangar appears to be the 
Type 052D, the 052C’s successor. Indeed, a well-known 
China-watcher confirms that one of the new vessels was 
launched last week. By no means does this mean the ship is 
ready for sea. An enormous amount of work doubtless remains 
to be done on it alongside the pier, per shipyards' usual 
practice. Still, putting the first of its kind in the water 
represents an important milestone toward sending a new ship 
class to sea 

The PLAN may have found its premier surface 
combatant. 

According to the Taipei Times, this shadowy new vessel 
is an improved variant of the Type 052C, itself a man-of-war 

touted by Chinese naval enthusiasts as “China Aegis,” an 
equal to state-of-the-art U.S. Navy vessels. (We remain 
unconvinced by these claims.) The Type 052D is a stealthy, 
6,000-ton, gas-turbine-driven ship boasting 64 vertical launch 
cells (VLS in Western parlance). A VLS cell is essentially a 
canister embedded in a ship’s hull. Each can disgorge one to 
four missiles, depending on the missile load. VLS allows for 
quick firing of anti-air, anti-ship, or land-attack missiles 
without the bother, delay, and technical headaches associated 
with uploading munitions onto launchers from magazines deep 
within the ship. 

On paper, at least, the Type 052D appears to be a more 
modest version of the U.S. Navy’s Arleigh Burke-class DDGs 
and Ticonderoga-class guided-missile cruisers. The PLAN 
DDG displaces less than the American vessels, which displace 
11,000 tons and 9,600 tons respectively. This indicates that it 
has smaller fuel capacity and thus shorter cruising range. On 
the other hand,its dimensions are more than adequate for the 
types of regional missions it will likely be assigned in the 
“near seas” or the Indian Ocean. Its armament is smaller than 
that of the Burkes or Ticonderogas, which carry 96 and 122 
VLS cells, respectively. But again, this Chinese destroyer 
packs a punch for localized conflicts in Asian waters. It will 
also operate under shore fire support in most cases, evening 
the firepower balance. 

Since commencing its naval buildup in earnest in the late 
1990s, Beijing has taken an eminently sensible approach to 
fleet development. So long as China’s strategic surroundings 
remained hospitable and the United States was content 
guaranteeing safe passage through international waters and 
skies, the PLAN could pursue leisurely “fleet 
experimentation.” Shipwrights built small classes of ships, 
kept the best features of each, and discarded the rest. This risk-
averse approach made technological sense while the Chinese 
were attempting a qualitative leap in naval engineering. 

The Chinese surface fleet, which consists of five 
relatively new destroyer classes of no more than two hulls 
apiece, bears out this go-slow approach. These ships need not 
remain close to home. The PLAN can extract real value from 
them, dispatching experimental vessels to distant waters to 
fine-tune crews’ skills, develop doctrine, and smooth out 
technical kinks. It has doubtlessly done so during counter-
piracy patrols in the Indian Ocean. 

Ultimately, however, the PLAN had to settle on a single 
design for mass production. The timing appears auspicious for 
drawing this phase of Chinese fleet experimentation to a close. 
The PLAN’s first aircraft carrier, the refitted Soviet-built 
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flattop Varyag, has undergone a series of sea trials. Recent 
reports indicate that the PLAN has been flight testing the J-15, 
a reverse-engineered derivative of the Russian Su-33 fighter 
plane that can operate from the Varyag’s decks. The chief 
element missing from an initial PLAN carrier group is a 
versatile picket ship to defend the capital ship against air and 
missile threats. The Type 052D could be it. 

Admittedly,a new DDG will only complete the strictly 
material dimension of China’s carrier ambitions. Forming a 
Chinese carrier battle group on par with its American 
counterparts will remain a formidable challenge.Chinese 
planners will need to combine the carrier, its air wing, surface 
combatants, and possibly a nuclear attack submarine screen 
into a seamless, mutually supporting team.This is no easy feat. 

But the destroyer’s usefulness will not hinge entirely on 
the fate of China’s carrier program. These are workhorse 
ships. A multirole DDG could be put to many other uses while 
the PLAN methodically masters the art of carrier operations. 
Notably, the Type 052D could join a surface action group 
(SAG) or amphibious task force to support and defend high-
value ships other than carriers. It could also act as the 
centerpiece of such a group depending on the mission. 

And it could do so throughout broad sea areas. Over the 
past five years numerous surface action groups, numbering up 
to eleven ships, have transited the international straits 
separating the Ryukyu island chain to reach the open Western 
Pacific. Four such groups voyaged to the high seas in the first 
six months of 2012 alone. Such naval activism strongly 
suggests that the surface action group will be a key organizing 
principle around which surface combatants will be deployed, 
with the Type 052D leading the way. 

What will they do? Specifically, improved Luyangs could 
fend off air attacks against China’s Soviet-built Sovremenny-
class destroyers, which specialize in ship-killing engagements. 
They could also accompany the small but growing numbers of 
amphibious assault ships Beijing has constructed to project 
power ashore. Such expeditionary strike groups easily 
outmatch those deployed by Southeast Asian navies. They 
would be particularly well-suited to seize islands in the South 
China Sea. The Type 052D, furthermore, could extend its 
protective air-defense umbrella over the nimble and stealthy 
Type 022 Houbei catamarans. These craft belie their 
diminutive size,sporting long-range anti-ship cruise missiles 
that allow them to assert or deny control of the seas vis-à-vis 
superior fleets. 

In a Taiwan contingency, moreover, cutting-edge DDGs 
would offer Beijing a sea-based air-defense option that would 
further threaten the survivability of the embattled Taiwan Air 
Force.With its long detection and engagement horizon, a 
single Type 052D could cover wide swathes of airspace near 
or over the island, beyond the effective firingrange of shore-
based surface-to-air missile units emplaced on the Chinese 
mainland. Type 052Ds cruising east of Taiwan could in effect 
surround the island’s air defenders, mounting a threat from all 
points of the compass when pilots take to the air. 

Finally, the PLAN could dispatch such imposing frontline 
warships overseas, showcasing China’s military prowess to 
foreign audiences while advancing naval diplomacy. The 
bottom line is that more—and more capable—large-
displacement destroyers will allow China to imaginatively 
combine different elements of its naval power for a wider 
range of missions. 

In closing, it is worth speculating whether the regional 
naval balance of power will shift as a result of China’s DDG 
buildup. The short answer: yes. A casual calculation based on 
the IISS Military Balance is telling. If the PLAN puts ten 
Type 052Ds to sea, as the Taipei Times forecasts, then China 
will boast a fleet of six teen Aegis-equivalent warships—even 
in the unlikely case that it builds no more combatant ships of 
this type. By comparison, Japan and South Korea, the only 
Asian powers with similar naval heavyweights in their 
inventories,currently possess six and three Aegis-equipped 
destroyers, respectively. 

On paper, at least, this officially makes China’s the 
leading indigenous Asian navy. Once the 052D contingent 
joins the fleet, the PLAN can expect to take on any regional 
fleet—excluding the U.S. Navy, of course—with better-than-
average prospects of success. It will command a 16:6 
advantage over the Japan Maritime Self-Defense Force, 16:3 
over the South Korean Navy, and 16:9 over the combined 
Japanese and South Korean fleets. That’s significant. 

Will the prospect of a tilt in China’s favor spur a new 
round of naval construction across the region in the coming 
years? Much depends on the United States’ staying power in 
the region, and on Asian countries’ capacity and willingness to 
bear the costs of an arms race. Now that the debate about the 
PLAN’s supposed building pause is over, it is time to ponder 
this troubling prospect. 
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33. Why Iran Doesn’t Believe U.S. And Israeli Threats 
(THE DIPLOMAT 04 SEP 12) ... Zachary Keck 

Speculation over a possible Israeli military strike on Iran 
has increased since the International Atomic Energy Agency 
(IAEA) released its latest report assessing that Iran’s uranium 
enrichment program continues to make incremental progress. 
One party that appears unconvinced, however, is the Iranian 
leadership. As the Washington Post’s editorial board noted 
after the IAEA report’s release, “What’s particularly striking 
about Iran’s behavior is that the nation’s leaders seem to 
ignore the possibility that it will provoke Israel into launching 
a military strike on the nuclear facilities in the coming weeks. 
Perhaps Supreme Leader Ali Khamenei doesn’t take theIsraeli 
threat seriously.” 

In many ways, this mirrors the debate in the United 
States, where the Republican Party, led by its Presidential 
nominee Mitt Romney, has repeatedly criticized President 
Obama for failing to make his threat to use military action 
against Iran’s nuclear program seem credible in the eyes of the 
Iranian leadership. And if some would simply dismiss 
Romney’s statements as mere political jockeying, they would 
have a harder time doing so to some of the nation’s primer 
defense analysts that have also made this argument. 

Indeed, the Washington Post, Romney, and others are in 
all likelihood correct to argue that Iran doesn’t take the threat 
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of U.S. or Israeli military strikes seriously. Where they error, 
however, is in thinking that much can be done to change this. 

In fact, Iranian leaders have good reason to dismiss the 
U.S. and Israel’s threats. Despite evidence to the contrary, the 
conventional wisdom continues to be that leaders assess the 
credibility of their adversaries’ military threats based on how 
those countries acted under similar circumstances in the past. 
If Supreme Leader Khamenei is using this method to judge 
Western threats, it’s little wonder he’s unconcerned. 

The United States, for example, has never launched 
preventive air strikes against another country’s nuclear 
facilities. On the other hand, it has seriously considered doing 
so on two occasions: during Maoist China’s race for the bomb 
in the early 1960’s, and again when North Korea’s nuclear 
program was progressing in the early 1990’s. In both cases the 
U.S. administrations’ weighed the military option intensely- in 
the case of China, President John F. Kennedy went so far as to 
try and enlist the Soviet Union in the operation, and the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff briefly entertained the idea of using tactical 
nuclear weapons to destroy the facilities- but would later 
decide against it. In both cases, the proliferating state 
ultimately acquired a nuclear weapons capability. There is 
little reason for Iran to think this time will be any different. 

In fact, if anything, the prospect of a nuclear-armed China 
and North Korea seemed like far more menacing threats to the 
U.S. and its allies than an Iranian bomb does today. This is 
especially true in the case of China, which, under Mao in the 
early 1960’s, embodied the most troubling aspects of the 
Islamic Republic on a much greater scale. As one observer has 
pointedly noted, “In 1964, when the PRC tested its first 
nuclear device, China was perhaps the most ‘rogue’ state in 
modern history.” 

Indeed, while Iran’s revolutionary edge has diminished 
somewhat, China in the early 1960’s was still at the peak of its 
revolutionary fervor and wholly intent on upending the 
regional and global orders through its support of insurgent 
groups fighting the U.S. and its allies. 

Furthermore, the People’s Republic of China (PRC) had 
none of the Islamic Republic’s hesitancy about the direct 
application of military force. Thus, while the Islamic Republic 
has never invaded a neighbor, Mao provoked a number of 
crises with Taiwan in the 1950’s and invaded India two years 
before testing his first nuclear device. Similarly, while Iran 
responded to the U.S. invading two of its neighbors by 
funneling covert aid to local actors, China sent hundreds of 
thousands of troops dashing across the North Korean border to 
confront the U.S.-led UN forces head-on. Ultimately, an 
estimated 200,000 to 400,000 Chinese soldiers died fighting in 
Korea, including Mao’s own son. 

Iranian leaders’ outlandish rhetoric also seems timid next 
to Mao’s own pronouncements. To be sure, the world should 
be outraged when President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad’s 
proclaims that the “occupation regime over Jerusalem must 
vanish from the pages of time.” However deplorable this and 
similar statements certainly are, they pale in comparison to 
Mao’s almost eager embrace of a global nuclear exchange, 
stating,in at least one speech, “If worse came to the worst and 
half of mankind died [in a nuclear war], the other half would 
remain, while imperialism would be razed to the ground, and 
the whole world would become socialist: in a number of years 
there would be 2.7 billion people again and definitely more." 

And while the Islamic Republic is by no means a champion of 
human rights, its terrible repression does not even come close 
to approaching that of Maoist China, where tens of millions of 
Chinese died as a result of Mao’s policies. 

And yet even with this track record, during a time when 
nuclear deterrence seemed completely unsustainable even with 
the Soviet Union, Washington ultimately acquiesced to a 
Chinese bomb. American leaders would do so again over four 
decades later when North Korea, another fierce, erratic, and 
aggressive adversary, exploded its first nuclear weapon. With 
this history in mind, it’d be surprising if Iranian leaders did 
believe the U.S. threats. 

On first glance, it might appear that Khamenei would be 
equally foolish to not take Israel threats seriously. After all, 
since going nuclear itself, Israel has an unblemished record of 
acting militarily to prevent other regional states from doing 
likewise. This has included air raids against Iraq’s Osirak 
research reactor in 1981, and another aerial operation to 
destroy a nuclear site in Syria in 2007. Furthermore, at least in 
the case of Iraq, Israeli leaders were undeterred from ordering 
the strikes despite the considerable doubt over whether the 
country’s air force was capable of carrying out the operation. 

On closer inspection, however, it becomes clear than this 
historical record actually casts doubt on Israel’s current threats 
against Iran. The most glaring difference between the two 
cases where Israel did take action and that of the Islamic 
Republic, is in the former cases Tel Aviv acted very early on 
and with little of the debate seen today. This is especially true 
in the case of Syria, where the air raid was conducted before 
anyone besides a few other nations’ intelligence agencies even 
had the slightest suspicions about the site. Even the IAEA was 
completely unaware of the nuclear site beforehand. 

While this point is often raised in discussing the greater 
difficult Israel would encounter in any military operation 
against Iran’s more expansive and dispersed nuclear program, 
another point is often overlooked. Namely, what the 
differences in Israeli policy towards these three nuclear states 
says about Tel Aviv’s threat perceptions towards them. 
Whereas even the most distant prospects of a nuclear-armed 
Iraq or Syria spurred Israeli leaders into action almost 
immediately, Tel Aviv has had full knowledge of Iran’s 
nuclear program for over a decade, and in fact has watched it 
expand substantially. And while Israeli leaders have declared 
they will never allow Iran to go nuclear time and again, in the 
case of Syria they never risked even making this threat. They 
simply took care of the problem and then immediately 
imposed a blackout on information regarding the raid, 
including forbidding the Israeli media to cover it. 

Indeed, the way Tel Aviv handled the Syrian and Iraqi 
nuclear programs is far more in line with its history, where 
Israeli leaders have almost always dealt proactively when they 
believed the country’s security is at stake. The relative 
restraint Israel has exercised with Iran’s nuclear program is 
therefore peculiar, and Israeli leaders have never attempted to 
explain the discrepancy. From the perch of Tehran, Supreme 
Leader Khamenei would not be entirely unjustified in 
concluding from it that Israel’s threats are empty bluster. 

This is particularly true given the margin of error 
Khamenei has to work with in this case. After all, if this 
interpretation turns out to be wrongheaded, and Israel does 
end up attacking, it is the Iranian leadership-currently besieged 
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with international sanctions, an elite declining both 
numerically and ideologically, and an Arab world fixated on 
the brutal crackdown in Syria that Tehran is actively 
supporting- that stands to benefit the most. Given the primacy 
the regime places on self-survival, then, the threat of Israeli or 

U.S. air strikes, no matter how believable, will not compel the 
Iranian leadership to relent on its nuclear program. After all 
these airstrikes would do far to shore up the regime than 
further progress on uranium enrichment ever could. 
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34. Battle Plan Needed 
(NEW YORK DAILY NEWS 04 SEP 12) 

A shocking series in the Daily News has opened a 
window on an epidemic of rapes and sexual assaults 
perpetrated on members of the U.S. military — both male and 
female — by their brothers in arms. The numbers are 
stunning, the consequences for the victims devastating and the 
punishments for the attackers wholly inadequate. 

With sexual assaults up 16% in the last six years, there 
must be swift action to ensure a safe environment for 
performing duties, at home and overseas. 

The Pentagon estimates that there were 19,000 sexual 
attacks in the military last year — about 10,000 victimizing 
men and 9,000 victimizing women. Just 3,191 cases were 
reported. 

Women make up nearly 15% of America’s armed forces, 
214,000 of the 1.5 million personnel in the Army, Marines, 
Navy, Air Force and Coast Guard. As many as one in five 
female veterans says she had been sexually attacked or 
harassed while serving her country. 

A survey found 67% of military women were 
uncomfortable reporting to their superior officers — the only 
avenue available to them — that they had been raped or 
assaulted. Fifty-four percent feared retribution or damage to 
their careers. 

When victims have complained, redress has been 
minuscule. In 2010, 3,158 rape cases were reported. Only 529 
went to trial, and just half of those resulted in convictions. 

The statistics document that America’s military has 
tolerated criminal abuses while perpetuating a culture that 
denied victims hope of justice, let alone support. It’s a mark of 
shame that the brass failed to respond effectively despite 
having been put on notice long ago. 

In 2006, the Defense Department ordered its inspector 
general’s office to oversee sexual assault cases and to make 

sure that investigators and prosecutors were competent to deal 
with their sensitive complexities. 

Five years later, in 2011, the Government Accountability 
Office reported that, because they were lacking guidance from 
the Defense Department, each branch was setting its own 
procedures for sexual crimes, basically developing standards 
as they went along. 

This year, to his credit, Defense Secretary Leon Panetta 
instituted reforms intended to boost prosecutions and 
punishments, as well as head off assaults before they occur. 
Congress has been codifying these changes into law. 

Primary among these is moving responsibility for 
responding to accusations up the chain of command, from 
junior officers in charge of the units where the alleged attacks 
occurred to colonels (or the equivalent rank) or higher. 

The change is welcome in that a superior officer should 
be less likely to quash an inquiry than an officer of lower rank 
who has a personal relationship with the accused. 

Panetta also created a special victims unit within the 
Judge Advocate General’s office that promises to have the 
expertise to investigate sex crimes. Additionally, women who 
come forward will be permitted to seek expedited transfers, 
and undergoing counseling after an attack will not be a black 
mark on a service record. 

As for prevention, there will be increased training for the 
troops, and units will be surveyed annually to gauge whether 
women report experiencing hostile climates. 

Close monitoring is now in order. Members of Congress, 
including Sen. Kirsten Gillibrand and California Rep. Jackie 
Speier, are on the case. They must stay on it to make sure that 
the military finally combats sexual violence within its ranks. 
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This Week in the War of 1812: 
On Aug. 7, 1812, U.S. Gen. William Hull and his army arrived at Fort Detroit on retreat after a failed 
invasion of Canada. In the days that followed, the British secured strategic control over Lake Erie and 
captured USS Adams, an American warship stationed in the area. British Gen. Isaac Brock ultimately used 
this position on Lake Erie to cut off supply lines to Fort Detroit, lay siege and capture it. For more 
information on the War of 1812, visit hhttttpp::////wwwwww..oouurrffllaaggwwaassssttiilllltthheerree..oorrgg// 

  
TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. CNO Visits Seattle Seafair 
(KIRO ABC SEATTLE 04 AUG 12) 

How big a deal is Seafair? The country's chief of naval operations is here. 
 

2. Spice Takes Toll On Fleet 
Widespread Use Imperils Readiness, Safety Of Shipmates 
(NAVY TIMES 13 AUG 12) ... Joshua Stewart 

The frigate Crommelin should have been good for one more deployment. But then that last cruise went up in smoke. Spice smoke, 
to be precise. 

 
3. Officials: It's Not Snitching, It's A Duty To Report Users 
(NAVY TIMES 13 AUG 12) ... Mark Faram 

Navy officials believe they've got a toehold in their war on ridding the ranks of designer drugs such as spice and those who insist 
on using them. Now they want your help to finish the job. 

 
4. Navy Housing – Helping Us Help You 
(NAVY LIVE BLOG 03 AUG 12) ... Vice Adm. Bill French 

“As a Navy leader – and someone who lives in Navy housing – I am committed to ensuring service members and their families 
have suitable, affordable and safe housing. Recent events pertaining to mold in Navy barracks, and government owned and family 
privatized housing have indicated a need to more clearly communicate assistance available on all issues, but particularly when 
pertaining to health or safety issues. 

 
5. One Year Later: Remember Them 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 06 AUG 12) ... Editorial 

In this military community, few need to be reminded of the loss suffered one year ago, when a Chinook helicopter carrying 38 
U.S. and Afghan troops, including 25 members of Special Forces, was felled in Afghanistan by a rocket-propelled grenade. 

 

CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
6. RIMPAC 2012 Concludes 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 03 AUG 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Ernesto Bonilla, RIMPAC Public Affairs 

JOINT BASE PEARL HARBOR-HICKAM, Hawaii -- The world's largest international maritime exercise, Rim of the Pacific 
Exercise (RIMPAC), officially concluded Aug 3. 

 
  

CHINFO NEWS CLIPS 
Monday, August 06, 2012 

 
Further reproduction or distribution is subject to original copyright restrictions. 

To subscribe, go to http://www.chinfo.navy.mil/pages/clips.html. 



 

2 
 

7. State Department And Pentagon Plan For Post-Assad Syria 
(NEW YORK TIMES 05 AUG 12) ... Steven Lee Myers and Thom Shanker 

WASHINGTON — Even with fighting raging in Syria and President Bashar al-Assad digging in, the State Department and 
Pentagon are quietly sharpening plans to cope with a flood of refugees, help maintain basic health and municipal services, restart a 
shattered economy and avoid a security vacuum in the wake of Mr. Assad’s fall, administration officials say. 

 
8. Sailors Train Commandos As Part Of Growing Africa Mission 
(NAVY TIMES 13 AUG 12) ... Dan Lamothe 

The U.S. sailors and Marines were performing high-speed riverine operations with Senegalese commandos when disaster struck: 
Two boats piloted by the Senegalese collided, threatening the life of one of their troops. 

 
9. High Speed Vessel Swift Visits Liberia For Africa Partnership Station Visit 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 03 AUG 12) ... Ensign Joe Keiley, Swift Public Affairs 

MONROVIA, Liberia -- High Speed Vessel Swift (HSV 2) pulled into Liberia Aug. 3, to begin port visit in support of Africa 
Partnership Station (APS) West 2012. 

 
10. Training Pilots Qualify Aboard Truman 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 04 AUG 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist Seaman Lorenzo J. Burleson, USS Harry S. Truman Public 
Affairs 

ATLANTIC OCEAN -- Sailors and Marines from pilot training squadrons (VT) embarked the aircraft carrier USS Harry S. 
Truman (CVN 75) to begin carrier qualifications Aug. 3. 

 
11. USS Emory S. Land Completes Thailand Port Visit 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 04 AUG 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Elizabeth Fray, USS Emory S. Land Public Affairs 

PATTAYA, Thailand -- The crew of submarine tender USS Emory S Land (AS 39) wrapped up their theater security cooperation 
(TSC) and friendship mission to Thailand, Aug. 3. 

 
12. Cambodian Students Learn Casting Techniques Aboard Mercy 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 05 AUG 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Michael Feddersen, Navy Public Affairs Support 
Element West 

SIHANOUKVILLE, Cambodia -- Cambodian students gained valuable medical knowledge in casting techniques while aboard the 
Military Sealift Command hospital ship USNS Mercy (T-AH 19) Aug. 4, as part of Pacific Partnership 2012 (PP12). 

 

GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
13. New Tensions Rise On South China Sea 
Beijing Summons U.S. Envoy to Express 'Strong Dissatisfaction' Over Washington's Criticism of Planned 
Military Garrison 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 06 AUG 12) ... Brian Spegele 

BEIJING—China summoned a U.S. diplomat to rebut a State Department accusation that Beijing is hampering diplomatic efforts 
to defuse long-simmering tensions over the disputed South China Sea. 

 
14. U.S. Military Swings Back To Asia-Pacific Region 
Analysts say Washington's revised plan aimed at reining in Beijing 
(CHINA DAILY 06 AUG 12) ... Zhang Yunbi 

BEIJING -- Washington revised its military cooperation over the weekend with two of its major Asian allies as part of a revamp 
of its Asia strategy, that analysts said are aimed at curbing China. 

 
15. Morimoto: Osprey Flight 'Pleasant' 
(YOMIURI SHIMBUN 05 AUG 12) ... Jun Kato 

WASHINGTON--Defense Minister Satoshi Morimoto experienced a flight on a U.S. Marine Corps MV-22 transport vehicle over 
the suburbs of Washington on Friday afternoon, and said the trip aboard the tilt-rotor Osprey was "pleasant." 

 
16. India Plans A 65,000-Tonne Warship 
India To Build 65,000-Ton Warship INS Vishal With Latest Fighter Jets Onboard 
(CHENNAI NEW INDIAN EXPRESS 06 AUG 12) ... Ritu Sharma 

NEW DELHI -- Taking a cue from its first indigenous aircraft carrier programme, India is now envisaging construction of its 
largest warship yet - a 65,000-tonne aircraft carrier named INS Vishal (literally meaning 'huge') with the latest fighter jets and 
choppers onboard. 
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17. Russia’s Baltic Fleet To Hold Large-Scale Drills In Kaliningrad Exclave 
(RIA NOVOSTI 05 AUG 12) 

MOSCOW -- Russia’s Baltic Fleet battleships and combat aircraft will take part in large-scale tactical drills in the country’s 
westernmost exclave of Kaliningrad on August 8 to land marines in rough terrain, the press office of the Western Military District 
reported. 

 
18. Russian, Italian Fleets Preparing For Ionex Maneuvers 
(MOSCOW INTERFAX/AVN 06 AUG 12) 

SEVASTOPOL -- Russia's Black Sea Fleet and the Italian Navy have started coordinating the program for bilateral naval 
maneuvers, Ionex 2012, to be held in the Ionian Sea in November, the Black Sea Fleet's spokesman Captain First Rank Vyacheslav 
Trukhachev told Interfax-AVN. 

 
19. Israel Eyes Russian Naval Movement Near Tartus Port 
(JERUSALEM POST 05 AUG 12) ... Yaakov Katz 

Ships with up to 360 marines will arrive in Syrian port by early next week, Russian agencies report. 
 

20. Eye On Iran And Syria, Israel Hardens Missile Shield 
(REUTERS 05 AUG 12) ... Dan Williams 

JERUSALEM -- Israel is upgrading its Arrow II ballistic missile shield in a U.S.-backed "race" against Iran, Syria and other 
regional enemies, a senior Israeli defense official said on Sunday. 

 
21. Strait Of Hormuz Attack Iran ‘Last Resort,’Author Says 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 06 AUG 12) ... Tony Capaccio 

Iran probably would attempt to block the Strait of Hormuz at the mouth of the Persian Gulf only as a “last resort,” according to a 
Pentagon historian who’s written a new history of America’s 33-year shadow war with the Islamic Republic. 

 
22. Iran Tests Upgraded Version Of Short-Range Missile 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 04 AUG 12) 

TEHRAN, Iran — Iran claims it has successfully test-fired an upgraded version of a short-range ballistic missile. 
 

PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
23. U.S. Navy Surgeon General Highlights Navy Medicine In Pacific Northwest 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 04 AUG 12) ... U.S. Navy Bureau of Medicine and Surgery Public Affairs 

SEATTLE -- The U.S. Navy Surgeon General concluded a three-day visit to the Pacific Northwest region, Aug. 3, which included 
tours of Navy Medicine facilities and high level engagements with community, athletic and educational leaders. 

 
24. Lincoln Sailors Prepare For Return To Life Ashore 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 04 AUG 12) ... Seaman Phylicia Sorenson, USS Abraham Lincoln Public Affairs 

USS ABRAHAM LINCOLN, At Sea -- Sailors assigned to the Nimitz-class aircraft carrier USS Abraham Lincoln (CVN 72) 
attended a series of Return and Reunion training classes July 23 to Aug. 3, following eight months at sea and just prior to the ship's 
arrival in Norfolk. 

 
25. Judge Advocates Receive Outstanding Service Awards From American Bar Association 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 03 AUG 12) ... Navy Judge Advocate General Public Affairs 

CHICAGO -- Two Navy judge advocates were honored by the American Bar Association (ABA) at the 2012 ABA Annual 
Meeting in Chicago today. 

 
26. Naval Aviator’s Jump Rope Gives Better Workout 
Lieutenant’s invention turns simple skips into a portable fitness program 
(NAVY TIMES 04 AUG 12) ... Jacqueline Klimas 

These aren’t your middle school jump ropes. The CrossRope system, invented by Navy pilot Lt. David Hunt, features seven 
interchangeable ropes of varying weights, all designed for different workouts. 

 
27. Midshipman Dies In Pennsylvania Car Crash 
(ANNAPOLIS CAPITAL GAZETTE 05 AUG 12) ... Elisha Sauers 

A U.S. Naval Academy midshipman and rising team captain died in Pennsylvania after a car crash Friday. 
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28. UPDATE - 105 Sailors Sue Navy Due To ERB Separations 
(NAVY TIMES 13 AUG 12) ... Mark Faram 

An Oklahoma attorney filed suit Aug. 2 on behalf of 105 sailors separated by last year's enlisted retention boards. 
 

FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
29. Navy Pursuing New Submarine Signature Range 
(KITSAP (WA) SUN 03 AUG 12) ... Ed Friedrich 

BANGOR — The Navy wants to build a range in Hood Canal to measure the electromagnetic signatures of 13 Kitsap-based 
submarines, which now must transit two weeks to Pearl Harbor or San Diego for the five-minute job. 

 
30. Navy Missile Facility Coming To Cape 
(WCTV CBS TALLAHASSEE 05 AUG 12) 

TALLAHASSEE, Fla. -- The state's Space Florida organization will kick in $5 million to rebuild a site at Cape Canaveral that 
will be used by the Navy to test submarine missile systems, a project that will bring up to 100 jobs to the area in the next three years. 

 
31. Battle Intensifies Over Sequestration 
Spending cuts Set for January Federal government, contractors at odds 
(WASHINGTON POST 06 AUG 12) ... Marjorie Censer 

The government last week pushed back against contractors on how they should brace for a nearly $1 trillion cut in federal 
spending, arguing that mass layoff notices are unnecessary and that warnings of contract terminations are overblown. 

 
32. Political Firestorm Flares As Looming Budget Cuts Include Defense Reductions 
(PBS NEWSHOUR 03 AUG 12) ... Margaret Warner 

There's a familiar ring to this next story. Congress still has not agreed on how to balance the federal budget, and there's a deadline 
approaching. 

 
33. Is Pentagon Spending Good For The Economy? 
(WASHINGTON TIMES 05 AUG 12) ... Guy Taylor 

In a time of deep deficits and tight budgets, President Obama says the Defense Department cannot be entirely spared the scalpel. 
But Mitt Romney, his likely opponent in November’s election, says the U.S. must spend more on the Pentagon now because it will 
pay off with a stronger economy in the long run. 

 

BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
34. KING 5 Goes Aboard The USS Halsey 
(KING NBC SEATTLE 03 AUG 12) ... Mimi Jung 

KING 5 reporter Mimi Jung toured the USS Halsey on Friday. The guided-missile destroyer is one of three U.S. Navy ships in 
Elliott Bay for Seattle's annual Seafair celebration. 

 
35. Riding In Fat Albert, The Blue Angels Cargo Plane, Is An Intense Experience 
(SEATTLE POST INTELLIGENCER 03 AUG 12) ... Nick Eaton 

For most people at Seafair, Fat Albert is a precursor — a tease, if you will — to the main spectacle of the Blue Angels F/A-18 
fighter jets. The big, blue Lockheed C-130 Hercules cargo prop lumbers over Lake Washington, diving and climbing and turning and 
banking, seemingly graceful and gentle and agile. 

 
36. USS New Orleans Sailors Visit Veterans 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 03 AUG 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist Seamen Chris Brown, Navy Public Affairs Support Element 
West, Det. Northwest 

SEATTLE -- Sailors honored local veterans Aug. 3, at the Veterans Affairs (VA) Puget Sound Health Care System Seattle 
division during Seattle Seafair Fleet Week 2012. 

 
37. Air Show Adds Ship Tours 
(MILWAUKEE JOURNAL SENTINEL 05 AUG 12) ... Jackie Loohauis-Bennett 

The USS De Wert, as well as several other military ships, will be open for tours at the Port of Milwaukee from Thursday through 
Sunday. 

 
  



 

5 
 

38. U.S. Navy, Coast Guard And Canadian Navy Ships Head To Chicago 
(LAKE FOREST (IL) GAZEBO NEWS 05 AUG 12) 

CHICAGO – Ships of the U.S. Navy, U.S. Coast Guard, and Royal Canadian Navy are scheduled to visit Chicago as part of the 
Navy’s Commemoration of the Bicentennial of the War of 1812 and Navy Week, August 13-20. The week itself will be packed with 
family-friendly events and will coincide with Chicago Air and Water Show, August 18-19. 

 
39. Portsmouth Naval Shipyard Ups Security 
$6.2M gate intends to ward off threats 
(PORTSMOUTH (NH) HERALD 06 AUG 12) ... Deborah McDermott 

KITTERY, Maine — By this time next year, a new, $6.2 million state-of-the-art entrance at Gate 2 of the Portsmouth Naval 
Shipyard will be complete. 

 
40. Edinburgh Tattoo Uses Music To Foster Partnerships 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 03 AUG 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Patrick Grieco, U.S. European Command Public 
Affairs 

EDINBURGH, Scotland -- Sailors assigned to Commander, U.S. Naval Forces Europe Band, joined international military and 
civilian musicians and dancers to perform in the Royal Edinburgh Military Tattoo outside Edinburgh castle, Aug. 2. 

 

NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
41. Biden Vows To Protect Care For Veterans 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 06 AUG 12) ... Michelle Rindels 

LAS VEGAS -- Seeking to allay concern about looming cuts to defense spending, Vice President Joe Biden told veterans 
Saturday that their benefits will be protected, even as he derided lawmakers from both parties for much talk and little action on a deal 
to avert the cuts. 

 
42. Vets' Unemployment Rate Improves Again In July 
(MILITARY TIMES 03 AUG 12) ... Patricia Kime 

The job outlook for Iraq and Afghanistan veterans continues to brighten as the unemployment rate for the group fell for the sixth 
month in a row. 

 
43. Cold War Destroyer Passes Through Downtown Detroit 
(DETROIT NEWS 05 AUG 12) 

A 418-foot destroyer that served during the height of the Cold War passed downtown Detroit this evening on its way to Saginaw 
Bay. 

 
44. Truman Sailor's Daughter Competes In Olympics 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 04 AUG 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist Seaman Taylor DiMartino, USS Harry S. Truman Public 
Affairs 

ATLANTIC OCEAN -- With this year's Olympics in full swing, Sailors aboard the aircraft carrier USS Harry S. Truman (CVN 
75) are rooting for Team USA, but one is cheering for Turkey as well. 

 
45. Week In Review Jul. 28, 2012 – Aug. 03, 2012 
(YOUTUBE 03 AUG 12) ... U.S. Navy 

Welcome to this week's U.S. Navy multimedia production featuring selected images from around the fleet received during the 
week of Jul. 28, 2012 – Aug. 03, 2012. 

 

OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
46. In Defense Of Energy 
(DEFENSE NEWS 05 AUG 12) ... Jeffrey M. Voth 

Energy security has become a strategic as well as an operational imperative for U.S. national security. As tensions continue to 
escalate with Iran over the Strait of Hormuz, it has become increasingly clear that the U.S. military urgently requires new approaches 
and innovative technologies to improve fuel efficiency, increase endurance, enhance operational flexibility and support a forward 
presence for allied forces while reducing the vulnerability inherent in a long supply-line tether. 
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47. Russia Must Switch Course On Syria 
Kofi Annan's resignation sends a clear message to Moscow 
(FINANCIAL TIMES (UK) 03 AUG 12) ... Editorial 

Bashar al-Assad must step down as leader of Syria. To the outsider that might sound like a simple statement of the obvious. But, 
in the delicate world of international diplomacy, it is still a strikingly bold statement to come from a senior UN official. 

 
48. The West Is Lowering The Sea Barrier: Russian Seamen Are Being Barred From Going Where They 
Want 
Russia Lacking Warships To Protect its Commercial Vessels 
(MOSCOW NEZAVISIMOYE VOYENNOYE OBOZRENIYE 03 AUG 12) ... Vladimir Gundarov 

On 28 July the Russian Foreign Ministry website carried the comments of Aleksandr Lukashevich, director of the department of 
information and press of the Russian foreign-policy department, on the decision of the EU Council on additional sanctions against 
Syria. "We do not intend to take any part in activities in execution of the decisions of the EU directed against Syria, we will not, 
included, consider appeals or consent to an examination of vessels flying the Russian flag, as, equally, to the employment of some 
restrictive measures against them," the official Russian Foreign Ministry spokesman said. 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. CNO Visits Seattle Seafair 
(KIRO ABC SEATTLE 04 AUG 12) 

How big a deal is Seafair? The country's chief of naval 
operations is here. 

He is the Navy's number one leader. He talked to us this 
morning. He said how important this area is. 

Our strategy is we are rebalancing toward the pacific. 
That means we are increasing presence in the western areas if 
you will, the United States -- our ports for the pacific 
northwest it's really making modern. Though the number of 
ships will be about the same we will move newer ones here. 

He praised the area, civic leaders and business 
communities for being so welcoming. When it came to 
funding questions about the blue angels and their future he left 
no doubt they are here to stay. 

One thing I can promise you there will be blue angels. 
Probably for as long as I'm alive and beyond that. They are 
very popular. They are a high return on investment. People 
love it, it's a very good recruiting tool and a great connection, 
people look in the sky and seat connection and team work and 
is represents the navy 

Tomorrow is the big day. We have you covered with our 
live coverage on KIRO7 news and kirotv.com. Everything 
from the cup to the air show and more. It all starts tomorrow 
morning here at 9:00 ... 

View Clip 
Blue Angels 
Searing heat, soaring blues as the angels roared over Lake 

Washington today. Crystal clear skies with the sun glinting off 
the F/A 18 hornets. It thrilled the crowds on shore and in the 
water. 

All six jets thundered through their performance drawing 
huge cheers and forcing a few fans to cover their ears. For 
anyone worried about budget cuts and rumbles that the blues 
might be no more, forget about it. The head of the navy, the 
number one leader and chief of operations told us in no 
uncertain terms today cutting the blues is not going to happen. 

View Clip 

Return to Index 
 

2. Spice Takes Toll On Fleet 
Widespread Use Imperils Readiness, Safety Of Shipmates 
(NAVY TIMES 13 AUG 12) ... Joshua Stewart 

The frigate Crommelin should have been good for one 
more deployment. But then that last cruise went up in smoke. 
Spice smoke, to be precise. 

The new synthetic drug caught on among Crommelin 
sailors in 2010 and quickly spread. During a port call in 
Singapore that year, one crew member collected cash from his 
shipmates and went out and bought spice to share around the 
ship. By early this year, that sailor's roommate had turned him 
in, leading to the busts of 12 other sailors: As a result, 7 
percent of the ship's 175-man complement had been booted. 

The 1osses led to maintenance deficiencies, then, poor 
inspections reports. The Crommelin's chance for a final cruise 
never materialized. The frigate Vandegrift deployed instead in 
May, and the Crommelin's decommissioning was moved up 
from 2013 to October. 

Spice, unheard of just a few years ago, is now the drug of 
choice among sailors and other troops looking to get high but 
hoping to evade drug tests. Random urinalysis tests collected 
from March 21 to July 13 turned up 147 sailors using popular 
designer drugs such as spice, which attempts to mimic the 
properties of marijuana, and bath salts, which are marketed as 
perfumed crystals but are consumed for a cocaine-like high. 

Sailors are 27 times more likely to use those drugs than 
any other illegal drug, according to Navy statistics. 

Testing Challenges 
The need for a reliable test to identify spice use has been 

known for some time, and the Navy now seems to have finally 
found one that works, said Juan Garcia, assistant secretary of 
the Navy for manpower and reserve affairs, in an interview 
with Navy Times. 

There was "a perception among many sailors and 
midshipmen that we couldn't test for [spice]," Garcia said. 
"And there was something to that for a long time. It was a 

moving target; it was constantly changing because of the 
producers or the manufacturers." 

Operations Specialist 1st Class (SW/AW) Steven 
Manning, who doubles as the Crommelin's urinalysis 
coordinator, said just having a test makes a difference, because 
the threat of a random sample acts as an effective deterrent to 
trying the drug. 

"The No. 1 thing is just making [a] test for it — testing on 
a regular basis, just like regular urinalysis," he said. 

The Navy plans to up testing to 3,000 samples per month 
later this summer. Efforts continue to find newer, more 
improved tests that can detect more compounds. 

The drug problem is not unique to the Navy, and Garcia 
said efforts are underway to coordinate Defense Department 
led testing, thereby cutting costs on administering it. This 
could free up money for developing better tests, Garcia said. 

In the Navy, the spice tests cost $70 per sample and are 
collected separately from the standard drug test, a Navy 
official said. Garcia said he expects that by fiscal 2014, spice 
will be a part of the Navy's standard urinalysis test. 

Designer-drug makers try to stay ahead of the tests, 
regularly switching up their formulas to skirt the Drug 
Enforcement Agency and other efforts to control or ban their 
products. 

"That makes it difficult to keep up with them," said 
Marilyn Huestis, senior investigator and the chief of the 
Chemistry and Drug Metabolism Section, Clinical 
Pharmacology and therapeutics Research Branch at the 
National Institute on Drug Abuse. "It's a lot of effort to try and 
have those methods always up to speed with the latest drugs." 

In June, the DEA added 26 compounds commonly found 
in synthetic marijuana blends to its list of controlled 
substances, bolstering an earlier ban on five substances the 
DEA enacted with emergency regulatory powers. The 
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expansion was necessary as spice makers adjusted their 
recipes. 

Meanwhile, drug makers and marketers aren't subtle about 
trying to stay a step ahead of the feds. One online retailer 
advertised a synthetic marijuana blend with this pitch: "Beat 
the oppressive DEA ban with our newly improved herbal 
incense!" Said another: "This new formulation is legal 
throughout the U.S.A. and most countries worldwide." 

Garcia said he knows what he's up against, but that the 
Navy isn't going to give in. "We are on the offensive here ... 
by continuing to explore the numbers of compounds we can 
detect," he said. 

So far, one ironic factor holding up better tests has been 
worry over the risks of spice use in the first place. The Food 
and Drug Administration, which oversees such tests, won't let 
researchers test synthetic cannabinoids on human subjects, 
Huestis said, because not enough is known about each drug's 
toxicity. 

But the dearth of information about these substances 
shouldn't be seen as a way to use them without getting into 
trouble, but rather as a major deterrent, Huestis said. 

"That's what's so frightening about people using the 
drugs," she said, "since we don't know much about the short-
term or the long-term effects." 

Popping Positive 
The military can presently scan for eight key compounds 

used to make spice and bath salts, Garcia said. 
If a sailor tests positive for spice or another drug, his 

command may start an investigation and take further 
disciplinary action, said Dorice Favorite, the head of the Navy 
Alcohol and Drug Abuse prevention program. 

The Naval Criminal Investigative Service is also alerted, 
and NCIS agents gather intelligence to root out other users or 
sellers. There are a lot of them: 

In June alone, NCIS opened 90 spice investigations, a 
spokesman said. 

The investigations usually yield results, Garcia said. 
"Once you start investigating, you find other evidence 

such as paraphernalia, or another sailor comes forward and 
speaks," he said. "And the house of cards folds in." 

Navy bases continue to ban sailors from visiting stores 
that sell spice and related products. But these efforts tend to be 
ineffective, sailors said. Instead of avoiding these stores, 
sailors looking for spice use the list as a shopping guide. 

Leaders keep trying to make clear the risks of spice, but 
it's not clear those efforts are working. 

"We have been warning sailors that are thinking about 
experimenting with drugs that eventually they're going to get 
caught," said Chief of Naval Operations Adm. Jon Greenert in 
a July statement. "We have zero tolerance for drug use, 
including designer and synthetic drugs like spice." 

Toll On The Fleet 
The Navy is trying to put out another message as well: 

Sailors who smoke spice can have far-reaching effects on the 
service. 

OS1 Stevens, on the Crommelin, describes the "huge hit" 
his division took after spice use on his ship was discovered 
and the guilty were sent packing. 

"It was hard to get bodies back," he said. "When the Navy 
finally realized, and did what they had to do to get us bodies, I 
was getting E-ls straight out of boot camp. They had no 
knowledge, no experience." 

Gas Turbine Systems Technician (Mechanical) 1st Class 
(SW) Keohokea Cordeira, also of the Crommelin, echoed 
Stevens' comments, and said the drug also poses risks at sea. 

During Crommelin's last deployment, one of Cordeira's 
sailors had an incident where he spilled fuel all over the mess 
deck. That same sailor was later busted as one of the ship's 
spice smokers. Cordeira can't say for sure whether spice 
played a role in the spill, but it sticks with him as a warning. 

The Crommelin's top enlisted sailor confirmed that spice 
smoking was occurring while the guided-missile frigate was 
underway. 

"It's just a matter of time before there's an incident," 
deLage said, referring to the Navy at large.”These kids are 
standing watch, smoking this stuff, when they were supposed 
to be providing security or monitoring equipment.” 

And if you think it’s only those boneheaded sailors 
smoking up, think again. 

When the Crommelin’s investigation was underway 
deLage said he was disturbed to see some of the names of up-
and-comers implicated. 

"Looking at the list of kids we had — I had one in 
particular that absolutely shocked me," he said. "He was a 
stellar sailor being groomed for positions of much greater 
responsibility." 

Now, his career is ruined. 
The bad news for sailors who use spice is that they'll 

likely be made examples. 
"The more it's publicized that people are getting caught 

and are getting discharged — and are getting other than 
honorable or dishonorable discharge — eventually it will sink 
in," deLage said. "But, it's going to take time." 

Return to Index 
 

3. Officials: It's Not Snitching, It's A Duty To Report Users 
(NAVY TIMES 13 AUG 12) ... Mark Faram 

Navy officials believe they've got a toehold in their war 
on ridding the ranks of designer drugs such as spice and those 
who insist on using them. Now they want your help to finish 
the job. 

As part of a community outreach "crime reduction" 
program launched in July, spearheaded by the Navy Criminal 
Investigative Service, officials are asking other sailors to step 
in and provide "bystander intervention," a concept and a 
phrase that has also been used in the Navy's fight against 
sexual assault in the ranks. 

In layman's terms, this means stepping in when you see 
people using spice and when it's warranted, turning them in to 
the authorities. If a sailor doesn't want to come forward 
personally, they can report anonymously to NCIS. 

Some sailors undoubtedly see this as snitching, which 
may pose problems for the intervention campaign. 

Many young sailors will probably be reluctant to report 
anything, said a lieutenant, speaking on the condition of 
anonymity. 
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"It seems that their perception of ‘narcing' on a friend 
means that they are the ones damaging the person's career/life 
by turning them in," he said. "Bystander intervention could be 
an effective tool as long as the bystanders are made to 
understand that by choosing to use a banned substance, it's the 
user, not the bystander, that is damaging their career/life." 

The thought this would be considered "snitching" was 
offensive to Aviation Machinist’s Mate 2nd Class (AW) Russ 
Oxby, a member of Helicopter Maritime 'Strike Squadron 70 
out of Jacksonville, Fla. 

"Sailors have a duty to look out for one another," he said. 
"Plain and simple ... Saying that turning in a shipmate for 
illicit drug use is considered snitching? That is a cowardly 
mentality that the fleet needs to break itself free of." 

In a July 16 ALNAV message, Navy Secretary Ray 
Mabus said the Navy "is committed to eliminating the use of 
spice by its service members, civilian employees and 
dependents. The focus of this campaign is on preventing spice 
use and emphasizing bystander intervention." 

Juan Garcia, assistant secretary of the Navy for manpower 
and reserve affairs, said sailors should not feel it's snitching. "I 
see it first as a safety issue that potentially impacts everyone," 
he said. ‘This stuff is flat-out dangerous, and I have seen 
reports come across my desk of sailors having used variations 
of spice that had things in it such as rat poison and crushed 
glass. It is just heartbreaking. 

"But these compounds have been known to put sailors 
into convulsions, to lose control of their bodies, and if that 
happens in an operational setting — like on the carrier deck — 
you're saving your shipmates' lives by stepping in and saying 
something." 

Intervention can take other forms than a call to NCIS. But 
Navy leaders believe that getting the word out on spice is an 
all-hands evolution. That includes educating yourself and 
others on both the personal and professional risks of using. 

"I want every sailor to know that their health and welfare 
is our first priority and easily the biggest reason we have for 
telling them to avoid spice," Master Chief Petty Officer of the 

Navy (SS/SW) Rick West said. "But ... we're equally 
committed to a zero-tolerance policy, because drugs 
jeopardize our mission and the people who perform it, 
oftentimes under dangerous, unforgiving conditions. We've 
come a long way on the awareness piece since spice started 
becoming prevalent, but we've got to keep the press on at 
every level to make sure the message is heard, loud and clear, 
across the fleet." 

That press, he said, includes sailors not tolerating spice 
use among their shipmates. 

"Spice use typically happens in places where sailors 
congregate socially," West said. "So it's important for peers to 
provide immediate course correction when senior leaders may 
not be around." 

But he also said it's up to leaders to keep tabs on their 
sailors too, something he believes starts with enlisted leaders 
on the deckplates. The key is for chiefs is to talk to their 
people and to also recognize the warning signs of spice use, 
West said. 

‘The chief petty officer community needs to play a big 
part in waging our war on spice," he said. "They're on the 
deckplates paying close attention to the little things, so they 
can take steps to prevent it in the first place and act decisively 
when certain sailors are raising red flags." 

Garcia said the days of getting away with spice use are 
almost over. "Now we need to make sure every sailor and 
Marine out there knows what happens when you put this in 
your body, both the heath and career consequences of use," he 
said. "I believe an overwhelming majority of sailors want to 
operate in a drug-free Navy." 

Contact NCIS 
If you suspect illegal drug activity, the Naval Criminal 

Investigative Service would like to hear from you. Call your 
local NCIS officer, or visit www.ncis.navy.mil. For 
anonymous tips, text "NCIS" and tip information to 274637 
(CRIMES). NCIS can also address questions regarding 
bystander intervention. 

Return to Index 
 

4. Navy Housing – Helping Us Help You 
(NAVY LIVE BLOG 03 AUG 12) ... Vice Adm. Bill French 

“As a Navy leader – and someone who lives in Navy 
housing – I am committed to ensuring service members and 
their families have suitable, affordable and safe housing. 
Recent events pertaining to mold in Navy barracks, and 
government owned and family privatized housing have 
indicated a need to more clearly communicate assistance 
available on all issues, but particularly when pertaining to 
health or safety issues. 

This is a personal issue for me. I am determined to ensure 
we are providing the very best housing throughout the fleet – 
but I also need your help. If you help me by reporting your 
housing issues, we can help ensure you maintain a house or 
barracks room that you can feel proud to say is your home.” 

Should a health or safety issue arise during a Sailor’s stay 
in Navy barracks, government owned, or privatized family 
housing, we’ll work with the Sailor as an advocate for their 
needs until we find a solution. If the issue cannot be resolved, 
we will work with the Sailor to find alternate 
accommodations. Whether in a barracks room or home, if you 

live in Navy housing and suspect a health or safety condition 
exists, please report it to the local Private-Public Venture 
(PPV) office, the local Navy Housing Office or your barracks 
manager. Use your Chain of Command; talk to your LPO, 
LCPO, Division officer, Ombudsman and even your 
Commanding Officer until you feel you’re getting the right 
amount of attention on your issue. If you feel you are having 
health issues that may be related to conditions in your home or 
barracks room, see your medical provider immediately and 
then report the issue to your command medical officer or 
representative and your chain of command. 

Taking personal responsibility to prevent issues like mold 
before it gets out of hand is essential. In many environments 
mold can grow no matter how well we maintain the home or 
condition the air quality. Be vigilant and ensure areas of your 
home or barracks room that tend to have more moisture, like 
kitchens and bathrooms, are kept clean on a regular basis. 
Often times, all it takes is a once weekly wipe down with 
mold/mildew cleaner. 
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As a ready and resilient force, 21st Century Sailors and 
their families must feel confident they can report personal and 
housing concerns in order to stay safe and healthy in the 

places they live so we can all focus on our mission, our duties 
and those we care about. 

Vice Adm. Bill French is Commander, Navy Installations 
Command. 

Return to Index 
 

5. One Year Later: Remember Them 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 06 AUG 12) ... Editorial 

In this military community, few need to be reminded of 
the loss suffered one year ago, when a Chinook helicopter 
carrying 38 U.S. and Afghan troops, including 25 members of 
Special Forces, was felled in Afghanistan by a rocket-
propelled grenade. 

It was the greatest loss of American life on a single day in 
the nearly decade-old war, and it felt personal. 

Flags in Virginia Beach flew at half-staff. Obituaries told 
of the courage, talent and resolve of the "immediate reaction 
force" that had been dispatched to kill or capture a Taliban 
leader who had eluded others. 

These were America's military elite. As The Pilot reported 
after the tragedy, the team collectively had 189 years of 
special operations experience. Among the members, they'd 
earned 37 Bronze Stars - all but a handful for valor in combat - 
and four Purple Hearts. 

They were also our neighbors, members of our churches, 
our sons and friends, men who taught our children how to 
swing a bat and chase a dream. 

Many of the victims of the Aug. 6, 2011, crash were 
members of Virginia Beach-based SEAL Team 6, the unit that 
had killed Osama bin Laden three months earlier during a 
clandestine raid in Pakistan. 

The pride and gratitude felt then - after nine frustrating 
years, our guys had taken out the man who planned the 
terrorist attacks of Sept. 11 - was shared by all of America. A 
great triumph of a long and painful war. 

And then, one of its greatest tragedies: 17 SEALs from 
this same top-secret counterterrorism unit, along with eight 

other U.S. Air Force and Navy personnel, seven Afghan 
soldiers, an interpreter, a military working dog, and a five-
member helicopter crew, had plummeted 150 feet. The 
helicopter crash killed everyone on board. 

An investigation found that Taliban fighters "on a 
heightened state of alert" shot down the helicopter, but it 
cleared commanders of making tactical mistakes that made the 
helicopter crew vulnerable to attack. 

The crash, like the one before it in June 2005 that killed 
16 SEALs and Army special operations troops, is a sad 
reminder, not just of the cost of keeping us safe, but of the 
impact of the military on our region in human terms. 

These men weren't just revered service members. They 
were husbands, brothers, sons and fathers. They were people 
many of us knew: 

Darrik Carlyle Benson. Brian Robert Bill. Christopher 
George Campbell. Jared William Day. John Douangdara and 
his military working dog, Bart, who died at his side. John 
Weston Faas. Kevin Arthur Houston. Jonas Benton Kelsall. 
Louis James Langlais. Matthew David Mason. Stephen 
Matthew Mills. Nicholas Heath Null. Jesse Daryl Pittman. 
Thomas Arthur Ratzlaff. Robert James Reeves. Heath Michael 
Robinson. Nicholas Patrick Spehar. Michael Joseph Strange. 
Jon Thomas Tumilson. Aaron Carson Vaughn. Kraig Michael 
Kaleolani Vickers. Jason Ray Workman. Alexander J. 
Bennett. John W. Brown. David R. Carter. Spencer C. 
Duncan. Patrick D. Hamburger. Andrew W. Harvell. Bryan J. 
Nichols. Daniel L. Zerbe. 

This community misses them still. 
Return to Index 
 
 

CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
6. RIMPAC 2012 Concludes 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 03 AUG 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Ernesto Bonilla, RIMPAC Public Affairs 

JOINT BASE PEARL HARBOR-HICKAM, Hawaii -- 
The world's largest international maritime exercise, Rim of the 
Pacific Exercise (RIMPAC), officially concluded Aug 3. 

The 23rd exercise in the biennial RIMPAC series, this 
year's version involved 22 nations, more than 40 ships and 
submarines, and more than 200 aircraft that operated in and 
around the Hawaiian Islands. The exercise is designed to 
foster and sustain the cooperative relationships that are critical 
to ensuring the safety of sea lanes and security on the world's 
oceans. 

Part of that cooperation involved more than 25,000 
personnel working together from Australia, Canada, Chile, 
Colombia, France, India, Indonesia, Japan, Malaysia, Mexico, 
Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, Peru, Republic of Korea, 
Republic of the Philippines, Russia, Singapore, Thailand, 
Tonga, the United Kingdom and the United States. 

"It is a testament to the power of RIMPAC that we can 
bring a record number of nations together and then conduct 

complex and purposeful training in challenging scenarios like 
humanitarian assistance operations," said Adm. Cecil Haney, 
Commander, U.S. Pacific Fleet. "The partnerships, 
cooperation and camaraderie forged during this exercise are 
essential to the promotion of peace in the Pacific region and 
will be invaluable during future contingencies, wherever and 
whenever they might be." 

RIMPAC 2012 demonstrated a variety of exercise firsts, 
including the first time non-U.S. officers commanded 
components of the combined task force during the exercise. 
Commodore Stuart Mayer of the Royal Australian Navy 
commanded the Maritime Component and Brig. Gen. Michael 
Hood of the Royal Canadian Air Force commanded the Air 
Component. Other key leaders of the multinational force 
included Royal Canadian Navy Rear Adm. Ron Lloyd, deputy 
commander of the Combined Task Force (CTF), and Japan 
Maritime Self Defense Force Rear Adm. Fumiyuki Kitagawa, 
vice commander of the CTF. 
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"I am truly pleased with what we have achieved as part of 
this exercise," said Rear Adm. Ron Lloyd, the Deputy 
Combined Task Force Commander. "The challenging 
scenarios allowed Canadians and our Pacific Rim partners to 
develop the skills we will need to work successfully with each 
other, wherever we may be called upon to deploy," said Lloyd. 

The U.S. Navy also demonstrated its "Great Green Fleet" 
with surface combatants and aircraft, functioning on biofuel 
blends for the first time in an operation. The demonstration 
highlighted the Secretary of the Navy (SECNAV) Ray Mabus' 
energy goals to reduce the Department of Navy's (DON's) 
consumption of energy, decrease its reliance on foreign 
sources of oil, and significantly increase its use of alternative 
energy. 

"If you talk to anyone who lives within the rim of the 
Pacific they will tell you, it's not a matter of if, it's a matter of 
when the next natural disaster or crisis may affect one of the 
countries," said Beaman. "We (RIMPAC participants) are 
forming a team. In the event of the next crisis or disaster, this 
team will have worked with each other and understand the 

processes that a coalition will have to go through in order to 
form and be able to accomplish whatever mission we may be 
asked to do." 

For the first time during RIMPAC, the exercise featured a 
humanitarian assistance/disaster relief (HA/DR) event that 
facilitated training and certification for expeditionary forces to 
respond to foreign disasters as a Crisis Response Adaptive 
Force Package. Also conducted were three SINKEXS, multi-
force Military Operations on Urban Terrain (MOUT) training, 
live-fire exercises , surface-to-air engagements, air-to-air 
missile engagements, surface-to-surface engagements, 
amphibious assaults, vessel boardings, explosive ordnance 
disposal, diving, salvage operations, conducted air-to-air 
refuelings and mine clearance operations. 

"Watching this 22-nation coalition come together, each 
with their own individual training goals and objectives; 
watching the team put a plan together that accounted for each 
one of those training goals and objectives, and then for the last 
three weeks watching it all unfold; for me, that will be a 
lasting memory," said Beaman. 
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7. State Department And Pentagon Plan For Post-Assad Syria 
(NEW YORK TIMES 05 AUG 12) ... Steven Lee Myers and Thom Shanker 

WASHINGTON — Even with fighting raging in Syria 
and President Bashar al-Assad digging in, the State 
Department and Pentagon are quietly sharpening plans to cope 
with a flood of refugees, help maintain basic health and 
municipal services, restart a shattered economy and avoid a 
security vacuum in the wake of Mr. Assad’s fall, 
administration officials say. 

Mindful of American mistakes following the invasion of 
Iraq in 2003, both agencies have created a number of cells to 
draft plans for what many officials expect to be a chaotic, 
violent aftermath that could spread instability over Syria’s 
borders, even though no official could predict whether Mr. 
Assad’s demise was weeks or months away. 

The State Department is considering positioning 
additional food and medical supplies in the region and is 
studying how to dismantle the raft of American and European 
sanctions against Syria quickly to allow investment to flow in 
and business to resume, avoiding further deterioration of life 
for ordinary people. 

It is also pressing the opposition in Syria to avoid harsh 
retaliation against the army, the police and the municipal 
agencies of Mr. Assad’s government that could cause a 
security vacuum and a collapse of services. Looting and chaos 
after the overthrow of Saddam Hussein in Iraq in 2003 planted 
the seeds of a lasting insurgency. 

“We don’t want them to dissolve all the institutions in 
place,” an administration official said, speaking on the 
condition of anonymity to discuss planning that is largely 
being conducted out of public view. 

Even though the White House has all but ruled out 
military intervention, the Pentagon is drafting contingency 
plans for operations with NATO or regional allies to manage a 
large flow of refugees over Syria’s borders and safeguard the 
country’s arsenal of chemical weapons. 

The administration’s efforts have been driven by a bleak 
prognosis shared by most officials: Mr. Assad’s fall would be 
likely to set off a grave, potentially violent and unpredictable 

implosion in a country strained by even more tribal, ethnic and 
sectarian divisions than Iraq, possibly in the midst of a 
presidential election campaign at home. 

“The main question we’re looking at is how it all plays 
out after the Assad regime collapses,” one American official 
said. “Chapter 1 is he’s gone. Chapter 2 is the post-Assad 
transition, and initial efforts at stabilization. Chapter 3 is 
completely unknown, and therefore more than a little scary.” 

The planning is particularly delicate because the Obama 
administration does not want to create the appearance of 
American interference in a transitional, post-Assad 
government, even though the United States would inevitably 
be entangled in any turmoil that resulted. 

Rafif Jouejati, an American of Syrian ancestry who is a 
spokeswoman for a network of activists in Syria, said those 
committed to Mr. Assad’s removal had no interest in “a 
foreign transition plan,” however well intentioned. 

“What we don’t want to do is descend into the total chaos 
that Iraq did,” said Ms. Jouejati, who is participating in a 
similar planning effort among Syrian activists coordinated 
through the United States Institute of Peace, an independent 
but Congressionally financed organization in Washington. 
Even so, she added, “I don’t think we want the United States 
to impose lessons learned here.” 

The State Department and Pentagon planning efforts 
became more systematic last month after hopes for an 
internationally brokered resolution faltered in the face of 
Russian and Chinese opposition in the United Nations 
Security Council. The planning is being closely coordinated 
with regional allies like Turkey, Jordan and Israel, and it 
coincides with an expansion of overt and covert American and 
foreign assistance to Syria’s increasingly potent rebel fighters. 

While the administration has ruled out arming the rebels 
directly, the administration has authorized $25 million in 
direct assistance for medical supplies and communication 
equipment to help the fighters and civilian opponents of Mr. 
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Assad coordinate their activities and, crucially, disseminate 
reports about the fighting to the rest of the world. 

Other countries, including Turkey, Saudi Arabia and 
Qatar, are providing weapons, assisted by a small number of 
officers from the Central Intelligence Agency who are vetting 
the fighters receiving them and working with State 
Department officials trying to unify the fighters with political 
leaders inside and outside the country. Last month, the 
Treasury Department granted a waiver to let a new American 
organization, the Syrian Support Group, raise money for the 
rebels despite the sanctions that prohibit most financial 
transactions in Syria. 

On Thursday, President Obama also announced a $12 
million increase in humanitarian aid, bringing the total to $76 
million, largely distributed through international organizations 
like the World Food Program. 

The State Department effort is being coordinated by 
Deputy Secretary of State William J. Burns, who worked in 
the Near Eastern Affairs Bureau during the planning for the 
American invasion of Iraq in 2003, when the department 
clashed with the Pentagon over what to do after Mr. Hussein’s 
fall. The department has created a number of separate cells 
devoted to aspects of a post-Assad Syria, including 
humanitarian issues, economic reconstruction, security, the 
stockpiles of chemical weapons and a political transition. 

The last is led by the American ambassador to Syria, 
Robert S. Ford, who closed the embassy in Damascus in 
February amid deteriorating security there and is now based in 
Washington. Mr. Ford met in Cairo last week with more than 
250 Syrians to shape plans for the inchoate opposition groups 
to form a transitional government. That meeting followed a 
larger gathering of Mr. Assad’s opponents last month, 
organized by the Arab League. 

The Pentagon, along with Central Command, has 
established a similar group of planning cells, known as “crisis 
action teams,” focused on contingencies that could involve the 
American military. Senior officials declined to give the 
number and emphasized that such cells are created whenever 
potential crises emerge. 

The range of plans being drafted, however, underscored 
the gravity of the risks. Atop the list is protecting Syria’s 
chemical weapons, which its leaders acknowledged possessing 
when vowing last month to use them only in the event of a 
foreign invasion. “That would be a purely military-type 
mission, and so we have to think about contingency planning 
for safeguarding these stockpiles,” one official said. 

The Pentagon has also offered Jordan and Turkey 
assistance in defending their borders and managing the influx 
of refugees, as well as ensuring the delivery of humanitarian 
supplies. Defense Secretary Leon E. Panetta discussed these 
issues with King Abdullah II of Jordan in Amman on 
Thursday, said the Pentagon’s press secretary, George Little, 
who declined to discuss specific contingency planning. 

Some experts and some lawmakers on Capitol Hill have 
criticized the administration for not devoting more effort and 
money to assist Mr. Assad’s opponents, including the rebel 
fighters and emerging political leaders inside and outside the 
country. 

“This is certainly a useful exercise,” James Dobbins, the 
director of the International Security and Defense Policy 
Center of the RAND Corporation, told the Senate’s 
Committee on Foreign Relations on Wednesday, referring to 
the State Department’s planning. “Yet planning divorced from 
resources and power, as these efforts necessarily are, will have 
only limited impact on actual events.” 
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8. Sailors Train Commandos As Part Of Growing Africa Mission 
(NAVY TIMES 13 AUG 12) ... Dan Lamothe 

The U.S. sailors and Marines were performing high-speed 
riverine operations with Senegalese commandos when disaster 
struck: Two boats piloted by the Senegalese collided, 
threatening the life of one of their troops. 

The June crash in western Africa left a commando with 
broken bones in his legs and arterial bleeding, said Maj. 
Tommy Waller, head of the U.S. team there. Marines working 
alongside the bleeding commando moved quickly to stabilize 
him, and a corpsman provided treatment and called for help. 
The man was evacuated and survived. 

"Anything on the water is high risk," Waller said. "He 
would have bled out and died had we not been able to do 
something quickly." 

The incident highlights the complicated nature of the 
Navy and Marine Corps' evolving mission in Africa. Waller's 
16-man team is part of Special Purpose Marine Air Ground 
Task Force Africa, which was launched last summer under 
U.S. Africa Command, out of Stuttgart, Germany. 

The forces involved haven't faced combat. They mentor 
forces in State Department-sanctioned missions while 
operating in an environment in which political sensitivities, 
deadly wildlife and serious diseases must be considered. 

The mission is growing, too: The latest iteration of the 
SPMAGTF, based at Naval Air Station Sigonella, Italy, has 

visited more than 20 locations in Africa since deploying this 
spring. The greatest emphasis has been placed on Burundi and 
Uganda, said Lt. Col. James Thomas, the unit's executive 
officer. Both nations have devoted combat troops to fighting 
al-Shabab, the terrorist network in Somalia affiliated with al-
Qaida. 

Elements of the task force also have visited other 
countries and participate in Africa Partnership Station, a Navy 
program in which U.S. troops teach skills ranging from 
seamanship to law enforcement. 

"The big push and the big effort were Uganda and 
Burundi, but we have multiple engagements across the 
continent," Thomas said. "At one point we had all six teams 
out, and some of them were involved in Africa Partnership 
Station." 

Security Cooperation 
SPMAGTF-Africa wits first launched in June 2011 and 

was also known as SPMAGTF-12. In April, it was replaced by 
SPMAGTF-12.2, a group of about 125 Marines and sailors 
from dozens of Reserve units. It's divided into six theater 
security cooperation teams and a command element, but 
mentoring missions have included as few as two service 
members, Thomas said. 
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In Senegal, Waller's team spent about a month serving as 
mentors on everything from conducting silent reconnaissance 
patrols through jungles and salt marshes to improving 
marksmanship, 

Waller said. The team includes Marines from several 
communities, but most have an infantry or reconnaissance 
background. They were joined by six sailors with Navy 
Riverine Squadron 3, from Yorktown, Va., who provided 
instruction on boat maintenance, reading rivers and other 
skills. 

Navy Gunner's Mate 2nd Class Joshua Duncan said the 
U.S. forces in Senegal assisted each other as necessary, with 
sailors working with one group of commandos while Marines 
took another. Most workdays were between 10 and 16 hours 
long, at which point U.S. troops would return to their lodgings 
at a nearby hotel. 

The Senegalese forces, known as the Company Fusiliers 
Marine Commandos, or COFUMACO, pushed themselves 
while working alongside the U.S. troops, Waller said. When 
they made mistakes during patrol training, they did 25 
pushups, similarly to the way recon Marines train, he said. The 

Senegalese speak French, but two interpreters were on 
hand and a few commandos understood English. 

In another recent mission example, a team helped the 
Burundi National Defense Force establish a combat engineer 
company that includes snipers, mortarmen, machine-gunners 
and other forces. They're expected to deploy to Somalia in 
support of Africa Union Mission, a peacekeeping operation 
backed by the U.S. 

Another team is training more than 160 soldiers with the 
Uganda People's Defense Force during a 10-week program 
focused on combat engineering and combined-arms 
operations, Marine officials said. The team completed a 
similar program this spring. 

Waller acknowledged that the living conditions in 
Senegal were not nearly as austere as combat deployments he 
completed in Iraq and Afghanistan and said that having trusted 
individuals to rely on for food and shelter allowed them to 
focus more on training. 

"The more time you can spend focused on the mission, 
the better," he said. "You don't want to be packing pallets of 
(Meals, Ready to Eat] and water if you can help it." 
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9. High Speed Vessel Swift Visits Liberia For Africa Partnership Station Visit 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 03 AUG 12) ... Ensign Joe Keiley, Swift Public Affairs 

MONROVIA, Liberia -- High Speed Vessel Swift (HSV 
2) pulled into Liberia Aug. 3, to begin port visit in support of 
Africa Partnership Station (APS) West 2012. 

Swift's crew was greeted by a band and members of the 
Liberian Coast Guard who stood in formation to be greeted by 
Swift's Military Detachment officer-in-charge and civilian 
captain. 

"The real goal of our visit is increasing maritime safety 
and security, we'll accomplish that through the collaborative 
efforts of our service members and the members of the local 
militaries we visit and it's great to see the response we're 
getting so far," said Lt. Cmdr. Brad Fillius, Swift's military 
detachment officer-in-charge. 

During the stop, Swift will offload various humanitarian 
supplies as part of Project Handclasp, which is a U.S. Navy 
initiative that accepts, and transports educational, 
humanitarian, and goodwill material overseas on space 
available basis on ships. 

A team of doctors and nurses embarked on the vessel will 
also conduct the Medical Civil Action Program (MEDCAP) 
during outreach events in the West African nations the ship 
will visit. In Liberia, the group will be able to assess medical 
care in the region while providing aid to the people at 
scheduled events during the visit. 

"We hope to be able to build capacity, make friends, and 
continue those relationships, which are just some of the things 
to look forward to in terms of making this a positive 
experience," said Lt. Cmdr. Rommel Flores, MEDCAP team 
officer-in-charge. "The locals help us understand what they're 

faced with, we'll be seeing complicated cases and we'll be able 
to work with them to make sure the correct level of care is 
provided." 

The health fair conducted by the medical team will kick-
off Aug. 7 with a visit from the Liberian Minister of Health 
and U.S. Embassy officials. 

During the port stop, several groups will hold subject-
matter expert exchanges on topics like port security, infantry 
and combat medical tactics as well as leadership and non-
lethal weapons training. 

Those engagements will be conducted by embarked U.S. 
Marines from Members of Special Purpose Marine Air 
Ground Task Force Africa (SPMAGTF) 12-2 Security 
Cooperation Team 6, and Naval Criminal Investigative 
Service (NCIS) instructors who were involved with similar 
events on the ship's APS East mission early in the summer. 

"It will be great to see the different services working 
together, sharing ideas and training together, it's something we 
can carry into the future port visits we'll make," said Fillius. 

The ship will host a distinguished visitor reception Aug. 4 
where the invited guests will get a chance to see the unique 
capabilities of Swift and share in the friendship building that is 
integral to coordinating future visits for APS. 

APS focuses on building cooperative partnerships with 
regional maritime services in order to achieve common 
international goals, primarily stability and security. 

After departing Liberia, Swift plans to make six 
additional stops in West Africa as part of their APS mission. 
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10. Training Pilots Qualify Aboard Truman 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 04 AUG 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist Seaman Lorenzo J. Burleson, USS Harry S. Truman Public 
Affairs 

ATLANTIC OCEAN -- Sailors and Marines from pilot 
training squadrons (VT) embarked the aircraft carrier USS 

Harry S. Truman (CVN 75) to begin carrier qualifications 
Aug. 3. 
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Junior pilots from the Eagles of VT-7, the Tigers of VT-9, 
Redhawks of VT-21 and the Golden Eagles of VT-22 are 
required to complete four touch-and-gos and 10 arrested 
landings in the T-45C Goshawk, a Navy tactical jet trainer. 

"This is the final step for the student pilots before they are 
fleet-ready aviators," said Lt. Cody A. Dowd, instructor in 
VT-22. "In this testing phase, we grade the young pilots' 
abilities to take-off, land and maneuver around an aircraft 
carrier." 

Dowd said the pilots must prove they are proficient in 
performing flight and landing procedures. 

"Instructors will also train pilots to respond to signals, 
identify errors, and taxi aircraft. The pilots are closer to flying 
more advanced aircraft once they have shown the ability to 
perform the requirements." 

Dowd said these are the training pilots' first carrier 
landings. Prior to embarking Truman, all the pilots' aviation 
training has been land-based. 

"Landing on an aircraft carrier in the middle of the ocean 
is difficult to replicate when ashore," said Dowd. "The most 
challenging aspect is keeping your nerve. It is important for 
the pilots to trust their abilities and remember they have to 
train for this their entire careers." 

Approximately 550 total arrested landings must be 
achieved during the training pilots' qualification, said Cmdr. 
Paul Crump, Truman's air officer. With so many, keeping the 
pilots and flight deck crew safe is a major focus. 

"Safety is always the number one priority," said Crump. 
"To ensure safe practices, the students will only perform 
daytime flight operations." 

Truman is doing its part to help qualify Sailors, said 
Crump. 

"Truman is making sure we add 38 new qualified aviators 
to the fleet," said Crump. "It's all about providing services to 
the training command and ensuring they complete their 
mission." 
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11. USS Emory S. Land Completes Thailand Port Visit 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 04 AUG 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Elizabeth Fray, USS Emory S. Land Public Affairs 

PATTAYA, Thailand -- The crew of submarine tender 
USS Emory S Land (AS 39) wrapped up their theater security 
cooperation (TSC) and friendship mission to Thailand, Aug. 3. 

While in Thailand, Land conducted a coordinated tended 
mooring with USS Buffalo (SSN 715) and hosted Vice Adm. 
Choomnoom Ardwong, deputy commander in charge of the 
Royal Thai Fleet. 

Land and Buffalo also participated in events with the 
Royal Thai Navy and U.S. Navy League Siam, including 
cooking lessons from a five star Thai chef. 

"This port visit was extremely positive. The hospitality 
and camaraderie shown to us served to foster our friendship 
with the Thai people and our partners in the Royal Thai 
Navy," said Capt. Paul Savage, USS Emory S. Land 
commanding officer. "Our Sailors were excellent ambassadors 
for the U.S. and the Navy while they enjoyed all that this 
beautiful country has to offer." 

Many Land and Buffalo Sailors donated their off time 
participating in two community service projects at the Child 
Protection and Development Center (CPDC) and the Mechai 
Pattana School in the city of Pattaya. 

"This experience is educational for all of us. It's very 
interesting and a great opportunity to see the local community 
and the Thai culture in way that we might not have the chance 
to experience otherwise," said Lt.j.g. Harish Jairam, assigned 
to Buffalo. 

Scheree Wilkie, guest coordinator at CPDC, said the 
volunteers created lasting memories for the children. 

"Sailors represent strong, positive role models, and just by 
being here and accepting the children and giving them 
attention, it makes a world of difference," said Wilkie. 

Culinary specialists aboard Buffalo received a lesson in 
Thai cooking from prominent Thai chefs who prepared 
traditional dishes in the crew's galley. 

"The opportunity to learn local cuisine from five star 
chefs in Thailand is amazing," said Culinary Specialist 
Seaman Apprentice Kekoa Ulep, assigned to Buffalo. 
"Everything could be easily made using our own galley, and 
their background brought new methods and different styles to 
our cooking. I can't wait to try and make this food again." 

In port, Sailors were able to participate in Morale, 
Welfare and Recreation (MWR) sponsored events including 
hiking, riding elephants, sightseeing and shopping. Sailors 
also had the opportunity to visit Bangkok and see the reclining 
Buddha statue. 

"It was great having the opportunity to visit a place like 
Bangkok," said Quartermaster 1st Class (SW) Travis Volking. 
"MWR did a great job in making a once in a lifetime 
opportunity accessible to the crew." 

During the visit, Land and Buffalo were praised for the 
superb conduct and professionalism of their crews. 

"The crew, Sailors and civilian mariners alike, are 
extremely professional, and the success of this port visit lies in 
their teamwork and responsibility," said Savage. "I can say 
without a doubt that I am very proud of my entire crew, and 
they should be proud of themselves as well." 

Land, homeported in Diego Garcia, got underway Aug. 3, 
and will return to Guam where it is currently on an extended 
deployment conducting coordinated tended moorings and 
afloat maintenance in the U.S. 7th fleet area of operations. 
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12. Cambodian Students Learn Casting Techniques Aboard Mercy 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 05 AUG 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Michael Feddersen, Navy Public Affairs Support 
Element West 

SIHANOUKVILLE, Cambodia -- Cambodian students 
gained valuable medical knowledge in casting techniques 
while aboard the Military Sealift Command hospital ship 

USNS Mercy (T-AH 19) Aug. 4, as part of Pacific Partnership 
2012 (PP12). 
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Forty-one students from International University and the 
University of Health Sciences joined PP12 medical 
professionals in the subject matter expert exchange (SMEE) 
aboard USNS Mercy to learn and apply new techniques in 
splinting arm fractures. 

International University student Tan Indravina said the 
hands-on learning experience was a lot different than sitting in 
a room and listening. 

"I actually learned how to do it and use the tricks the 
doctors showed us and learned how to put the wrist in the right 
position to properly splint it," she said. 

The students spent most of the day learning and practicing 
splinting by applying the techniques on each other while PP12 
doctors and hospital corpsman watched and helped. 

Capt. David Tanen said the goal with working with the 
students was more than just teaching them new techniques. 

"It wasn't so much about what we were teaching today, 
but the fact that we were working with them and sharing 
experiences," he said. "The biggest thing is long-term 
relationships. These are people we are able to work with in the 
case of future disasters and interactions." 

The students are working with PP12 over the duration of 
two weeks where they learn various medical skill sets as well 
as gain experience from doctors from around the world. 

"The skills they have learned, whether it be ultrasound, 
IV, casting or some of the various other skills, they will be 
able to apply them in every day practice," said Tanen. 

Indravina said the experience has been very important and 
informative for her and the other students that participated. 

"I think that exchanges like this are important because 
every country has a different style of teaching and doing 
things," she said. "We went a lot of places on the ship and got 
a chance to see a lot. I am really glad that I could be a part of 
this training, a part of the ship's crew and a part of the whole 
mission. I learned a lot and I actually got to participate and 
have a really good time." 

SMEEs are a major part of PP12's mission. They create an 
interaction where U.S. military, host and partner nations and 
non-governmental organizations can work together to learn 
from each other and create lasting relationships that could 
prove vital in the case of a natural disaster response. 

Now in its seventh year, Pacific Partnership is an annual 
U.S. Pacific Fleet humanitarian and civic assistance mission 
U.S. military, host and partner nations, non-governmental 
organizations and international agencies designed to build 
stronger relationships and disaster response capabilities in the 
Asia-Pacific region. 
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GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
13. New Tensions Rise On South China Sea 
Beijing Summons U.S. Envoy to Express 'Strong Dissatisfaction' Over Washington's Criticism of Planned 
Military Garrison 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 06 AUG 12) ... Brian Spegele 

BEIJING—China summoned a U.S. diplomat to rebut a 
State Department accusation that Beijing is hampering 
diplomatic efforts to defuse long-simmering tensions over the 
disputed South China Sea. 

The Foreign Ministry said on its website late Saturday 
that it summoned the U.S. deputy chief of mission in Beijing, 
Robert Wang, to present "strong dissatisfaction and firm 
opposition" to a U.S. statement on Friday. On Friday, the U.S. 
said China's recent decision to establish a military garrison in 
the South China Sea and elevate the administrative status of an 
island outpost in waters claimed by China, the Philippines and 
others risked further inflaming tension there. 

A spokesman for the U.S. Embassy in Beijing confirmed 
Mr. Wang met with Chinese officials on Saturday but declined 
to provide further details. 

In Washington, a State Department official said, "We 
have been in close contact with countries in the region, 
including China, on developments in the South China Sea." 

The latest tit-for-tat underscores how China, the U.S. and 
Southeast Asian nations remain far apart in resolving what has 
emerged as a possibly volatile flash point. The potentially 
mineral-rich waters, which are also home to key international 
trade routes, are claimed in whole by China and in part by 
Vietnam, the Philippines, Malaysia and others. 

Renewed concern over the regional disputes comes as 
diplomats and officials from both the U.S. and China are 
working to smooth relations ahead of China's sensitive once-a-
decade leadership transition beginning late this year and a U.S. 

presidential election in which Beijing's rise has emerged as a 
contentious talking point. 

Additionally, renewed U.S.-China tensions over the sea 
threatens to complicate a push into North America by CNOOC 
Ltd., which would gain assets in the Gulf of Mexico among 
other places if it completes its $15.1 billion deal for Canada's 
Nexen Inc. NXY +1.31% 

The Hong Kong-listed oil company's state-controlled 
parent, China National Offshore Oil Corp., has been the most 
aggressive Chinese company to help assert Beijing's claims 
over the South China Sea, which is thought to hold vast 
reserves of oil and natural gas. 

In June, China announced it would elevate the 
administrative status of a community called Sansha on one of 
the disputed islands to become a prefectural-level city, 
responsible for governing Xisha, Zhongsha and Nansha 
islands, as they are called in China. They are also commonly 
referred to as the Spratlys, Paracels and the Macclesfield 
Bank. 

The islands, for now, remain mostly undeveloped. The 
exact population of civilians and military personnel living in 
Sansha isn't clear, but Xinhua said last month that 613 people 
have become official residents of Sansha. Officials say they 
plan to beef up infrastructure there as well as industries like 
tourism, which Beijing hopes will bolster its claims of 
sovereignty. 

China's Central Military Commission also in July 
approved the establishment of a military garrison in the area, 
though it remains unclear what kinds of air and sea power 
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Beijing might station there. Analysts say these moves by 
Beijing threaten to unite other regional claimants in 
opposition. 

Chinese officials have been eager to build public support 
for the country's efforts in the South China Sea. In late July, 
for example, the southern island province of Hainan broadcast 
a variety show titled "Love My Sansha," complete with 
performances of songs such as "Xisha, My Cute Hometown," 
according to a government news portal. 

The U.S. State Department Friday reiterated its long-held 
stance that it doesn't take sides in territorial disputes, but that it 
has an interest in maintaining freedom of navigation in critical 
South China Sea shipping lanes. 

"China upgrading of the administrative level of Sansha 
City and establishment of a new military garrison there 
covering disputed areas of the South China Sea run counter to 
collaborative diplomatic efforts to resolve differences and risk 
further escalating tensions in the region," the statement added. 

China resents U.S. involvement in the disputes and says 
they should be settled peacefully between China and 
individual countries involved. The Foreign Ministry issued a 
statement on Saturday saying the U.S. was undermining 
stability and economic prosperity in the Asia-Pacific. 

The State Department accusation "is not conducive to 
unity and cooperation among countries in the region or to 
peace and stability in this part of the world," the Foreign 
Ministry statement said. 

Disputes over the sea's collection of rocks, islands and 
reefs have existed for decades, but have become more volatile 
alongside rising prospects for exploiting oil and gas reserves 
there. 

CNOOC, one of China's three major oil companies, has 
been developing deep-sea technology for use in the South 
China Sea despite the rising territorial disputes. In May, the 
company announced it had launched the country's first deep-
water drilling rig southeast of Hong Kong. 
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14. U.S. Military Swings Back To Asia-Pacific Region 
Analysts say Washington's revised plan aimed at reining in Beijing 
(CHINA DAILY 06 AUG 12) ... Zhang Yunbi 

BEIJING -- Washington revised its military cooperation 
over the weekend with two of its major Asian allies as part of 
a revamp of its Asia strategy, that analysts said are aimed at 
curbing China. 

The United States and Japan agreed on a proposed second 
revision of the Guidelines for Japan-U.S. Defense Cooperation 
during Japanese Defense Minister Satoshi Morimoto's trip to 
Washington on Friday. 

Morimoto met with his U.S. counterpart Leon Panetta on 
Aug 3 to exchange views on the Guidelines, a document 
released in 1978 and first revised in 1997. The chiefs have 
agreed to initiate relevant discussions. 

Yet some believe the revised plan is aimed at reining in 
China, and preparing for unexpected incidents in the East 
China Sea, Japan's leading newspaper Sankei Shimbun said. 

Both defense chiefs agreed that the big picture of security 
in the region has changed since 1997 due to China's growing 
maritime presence and Pyongyang's nuclear plans, Japan's Jiji 
Press News Agency said. 

Panetta has been advocating for Tokyo to deploy Osprey 
military aircraft to the U.S. base in Okinawa, Japan, despite 
previous air crashes. Japanese Foreign Minister Koichiro 
Gemba said in late July that China's presence in the ocean is 
"obvious" and the deployment of Osprey military aircraft to 
Okinawa will help boost Tokyo's defense. 

Japan's armed forces on Thursday also announced plans 
for a joint military drill with U.S. forces in Okinawa later this 
month, Kyodo News Agency said. 

The news agency quoted a spokesman for the six-day 
drill, planned to start on Aug 21, as saying that the exercise is 
aimed at "strengthening defense capabilities to guard islands,” 
and is not planned to run counter to "any specific nation 
states.” 

Meanwhile, Yonhap News Agency on Sunday said Seoul 
and Washington are in talks to create a new joint military 
operation body as both sides agreed to dissolve the ROK-U.S. 
Combined Forces Command, and Seoul plans to retake 

wartime operational control of its troops from the U.S. in 
2015. 

The CFC has served as a command structure for the joint 
operation of military forces of the two allies since the 1950-53 
Korean War. Seoul handed over control to the U.S. shortly 
after the start of the war. 

As the Obama administration gradually implements its 
Asia-Pacific strategy, the U.S. armed forces are considering a 
return to some bases in Southeast Asia to extend its reach in 
the region. 

The Pentagon has intensified discussions with Thailand 
about creating a regional disaster relief hub at an American-
built airfield that housed B-52 bombers during the 1960s and 
1970s. 

In June, Panetta also visited Vietnam's naval and air base 
at Cam Ranh Bay, making him the highest-ranking U.S. 
military official to do so since the end of the Vietnam War. 
The defense minister hailed the promising prospect of U.S. 
ships again becoming a common sight at the deep-water port. 

The U.S. armed forces are also seeking a greater presence 
in the Philippines, including at the Subic Bay naval base and 
the former Clark Air Base, once the largest U.S. military 
installation in Asia, as well as a key repair and supply hub 
during the Vietnam War. 

Washington has been forging closer military ties with 
countries in the region and has announced that 60 percent of 
the U.S. Navy's fleet will be based in the Asia-Pacific by 
2020, up from less than 55 percent at present. 

Currently, the U.S. fleet is almost evenly split between the 
Atlantic and Pacific oceans. 

Meanwhile, the Pentagon has sped up moves to reshuffle 
the military chiefs in charge of the region, as General Herbert 
Carlisle officially took office on Friday as the new commander 
of the U.S. Command of Pacific Air Forces. 

The command includes units in Alaska, Guam, Hawaii, 
Japan and the ROK. Carlisle's new job came just months after 
U.S. Navy four-star admiral Samuel Locklear was appointed 
as Commander of U.S. Pacific Command in March. 
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Experts said joint military drills and enhanced security 
cooperation has become Washington's favored way to boost 
military presence, and since the start of the year, U.S. armed 
forces have increasingly engaged in joint military exercises in 
the Asia-Pacific region. 

The Rim of the Pacific Drills 2012, led by Washington 
and held in Hawaii and surrounding maritime areas, involved 
22 countries and wrapped up on Friday. 

U.S. warships and fighter jets have also participated in 
almost 20 war games in the Asia-Pacific over the past seven 
months, more than half of all war games conducted in the area 
in that period, Xinhua News Agency reported. 

U.S. Deputy Defense Secretary Ashton Carter traveled to 
Thailand in late July, and praised the multilateral military 
exercise between the two countries known as Cobra Gold. The 
annual exercise began in 1980 and Carter said has been "key 
to enhancing cooperation in the region.” 

Economic Factors 
Analysts said economic and financial factors are behind 

Washington's recent series of moves stressing security 
cooperation and rebuilding mutual trust with countries in the 
region. 

Zhang Junshe, deputy director of the Naval Military 
Studies Research Institute, said enhancing military alliances is 
a must for the Obama administration, which has been troubled 
by financial problems. 

"The U.S. has not entirely recovered from the global 
economic downturn, and its increasing calls to involve 
alliances are aimed at sharing the burden," Zhang said. 

Washington's dependence on military alliances is 
mounting, and some U.S. politicians have even asked 
countries like Australia to increase their defense budget to 
"pay the bill,” Zhang Junshe also warned. 

The return of the U.S. armed forces to the region is not 
just "a matter of power,” but also serves the profit of U.S. 
trades, analysts said. 

Zhu Feng, a professor of international relations at Peking 
University, said Washington is considering its return to Asia 
in the economic sphere. 

The Trans-Pacific Partnership Agreement, a major trade 
framework campaigned by Washington, "serves as an eco 
nomic basis for s tabilizing and enhancing the U.S.' strategic 
presence in the region,” Zhu said in an article in the Beijing-
based Contemporary International Relations magazine in 
April. 

Meanwhile, Washington is also facing challenges in the 
region. 

In Japan, around 200 locals gathered on Aug 5 in Iwakuni 
city to protest the deployment of the Osprey aircraft, Kyodo 
reported. 

Xinhua also warned that the notable increase of U.S. 
military presence in the region has sent a dangerously wrong 
message to some countries and thus "undermines the region's 
peace and stability.” 

Despite the record number of participating countries in 
the Pacific joint drill, some of the countries do not intend to 
contain China and they refuse to take sides between China and 
the U.S., Zhang added. 

Australia also remains cautious of the Pentagon's shifting 
of might back to the region. Australian Defense Minister 
Stephen Smith said on Thursday that while negotiations were 
under way to increase U.S. navy access to Australia's Indian 
Ocean base, HMAS Stirling, it would never become a U.S. 
military base. 

"We have made it crystal clear from the first moment - we 
don't have United States military bases in Australia. We don't 
see the need for that," Smith told Australian Broadcasting 
Corp television. 

Australia on Thursday also rejected a proposal by a 
Washington-based think tank to base a nuclear aircraft carrier 
strike group on Australia's west coast. 

A Pentagon-commissioned report by the Center for 
Strategic and International Studies on repositioning U.S. 
forces in the region suggested relocating an aircraft carrier 
from the U.S. East Coast to an Australian naval base south of 
the city of Perth. 

The Australian base would give the U.S. a second carrier 
strike group in the Asia-Pacific region, the first with an 
existing Japanese home port in Yokosuka. 

Hugh White, head of Australian National University's 
Strategic and Defense Studies Center, said American combat 
troops had not been based in Australia since World War II and 
that was unlikely to change in the future. 

"There's a concern that the more the U.S. builds up its 
military posture in the Western Pacific as part of President 
Barack Obama's pivot to Asia, the higher the risk that the 
U.S.-China relationship will become more competitive, more 
adversarial, more hostile," White told The Associated Press. 

White warned such move "pushes Australia close to the 
point of having to make a choice between the U.S. and China, 
and that's something we badly want to avoid.” 
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15. Morimoto: Osprey Flight 'Pleasant' 
(YOMIURI SHIMBUN 05 AUG 12) ... Jun Kato 

WASHINGTON--Defense Minister Satoshi Morimoto 
experienced a flight on a U.S. Marine Corps MV-22 transport 
vehicle over the suburbs of Washington on Friday afternoon, 
and said the trip aboard the tilt-rotor Osprey was "pleasant." 

At his own request, Morimoto made the flight from the 
U.S. Defense Department grounds to Marine Corps Base 
Quantico in northern Virginia and back in about two hours. 

For the flight, Morimoto was seated beside the aircraft's 
pilot. He later told reporters he had had a firsthand experience 
of the MV-22's abilities to take off like a helicopter using 
rotors and switch to wings to fly like an airplane. 

At Base Quantico, Morimoto confirmed differences in 
noise levels and other factors between the Osprey and CH-46 
midsize transport helicopters that are currently deployed at 
Futenma Air Station in Ginowan, Okinawa Prefecture, which 
the United States plans replace with the Ospreys, he told 
reporters. 

The flight was "smoother than I thought it would be, and I 
had the impression that the noise levels [of the Osprey] were 
not so high," he said. "I would like to explain my experience 
to the governor of Okinawa Prefecture as early as possible." 
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Iwakuni Mayor 'Still Uneasy' 
IWAKUNI, Yamaguchi--Mayor Yoshihiko Fukuda of 

Iwakuni, Yamaguchi Prefecture, which hosts the U.S. Marine 
Corps' Iwakuni Air Station, said on Saturday that Defense 

Minister Morimoto's flight in an MV-22 Osprey was not 
enough to ease his concerns about the aircraft's safety. 

Fukuda made the comments in response to a question 
asked by a reporter in Iwakuni, where the Ospreys are 
currently being kept. 
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16. India Plans A 65,000-Tonne Warship 
India To Build 65,000-Ton Warship INS Vishal With Latest Fighter Jets Onboard 
(CHENNAI NEW INDIAN EXPRESS 06 AUG 12) ... Ritu Sharma 

NEW DELHI -- Taking a cue from its first indigenous 
aircraft carrier programme, India is now envisaging 
construction of its largest warship yet - a 65,000-tonne aircraft 
carrier named INS Vishal (literally meaning 'huge') with the 
latest fighter jets and choppers onboard. 

The warship is scheduled to enter the Indian Navy's 
flotilla by 2025 and is presently in its design phase. 

"Taking a lesson from delays faced in the construction of 
the first Indigenous Aircraft Carrier INS Vikrant, we have 
already begun working on the design of the next one with an 
added tonnage of 25,000 tonnes," sources told Express. Where 
this sea leviathan will be constructed is yet to be finalised. 

Initially, the second aircraft carrier was also planned to 
have a 44,000 tonnage, but the Indian Navy put up a 
requirement for a flat top carrier with an extra 25,000 tonne 
displacement to make it a more potent platform. 

Russian Sukhoi Su-33 and MiG-35 and indigenous Light 
Combat Aircraft (Navy) fighter jets are likely to operate from 
the aircraft carrier. 

"The aircraft carrier is likely to have a catapult to launch 
fighter jets, mainly used in the U.S. platform. So far the Indian 
Navy has operated ski-jump assisted launch of fighters," 
sources added. The floating flying deck would also be capable 
of operating airborne early warning systems and mid-air 
refueller aircraft. 

Sources indicated that the ambitious project would cost 
around $ 2 billion, less than that of $2.34 billion-worth 
Russian Admiral Gorshkov. 

The Gorshkov will join the Navy as INS Vikramaditya by 
year-end. "INS Vishal is envisaged to join the Navy in 2025, 
when INS Virat will no more be in service and INS 
Vikramaditya and INS Vikrant would be guarding the eastern 
and western coastlines," added sources. 
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17. Russia’s Baltic Fleet To Hold Large-Scale Drills In Kaliningrad Exclave 
(RIA NOVOSTI 05 AUG 12) 

MOSCOW -- Russia’s Baltic Fleet battleships and combat 
aircraft will take part in large-scale tactical drills in the 
country’s westernmost exclave of Kaliningrad on August 8 to 
land marines in rough terrain, the press office of the Western 
Military District reported. 

The drills will be held at the Baltic Fleet’s Khmelyovka 
firing range ahead of the celebration of the Russian Air Force 
centennial on August 12 and will involve 500 servicemen, 
warships, support vessels, combat aircraft and gunships. 

During the drills, Su-27 multi-role fighter jets will 
provide air cover for the fleet’s battleships in the area of 
marine landing. Su-24 Fencer tactical bombers will simulate 
the delivery of air strikes on the ground targets of the potential 
enemy. 

The battleships involved in the military exercises will 
practice air defense operations in interaction with the fleet’s 
aviation. 

Helicopters of the fleet’s naval aviation will land combat 
engineers to make passages through minefields in the area of 
troops landing. The large amphibious assault ships Alexander 
Shabalin and Kaliningrad will engage in a combat, with the 
use of supporting fire, to land two assault companies. 

The fleet’s transport planes will also drop paratroopers in 
the rear of the potential enemy. 

During the drills, marines will practice the seizure of a sea 
shore and its defense. 
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18. Russian, Italian Fleets Preparing For Ionex Maneuvers 
(MOSCOW INTERFAX/AVN 06 AUG 12) 

SEVASTOPOL -- Russia's Black Sea Fleet and the Italian 
Navy have started coordinating the program for bilateral naval 
maneuvers, Ionex 2012, to be held in the Ionian Sea in 
November, the Black Sea Fleet's spokesman Captain First 
Rank Vyacheslav Trukhachev told Interfax-AVN. 

"Representatives of the fleet's international military 
cooperation department and Italian specialists are planning a 
program for bilateral naval maneuvers, the Ionex-2012," he 
said. 

The Russian and Italian representatives have discussed 
the implementation of the Russian-Italian intergovernmental 
agreement on incident prevention at sea and beyond the 

territorial waters, and the scenario of the upcoming bilateral 
naval maneuvers, during which Russian ships will call at 
Taranto, Italy's main naval base, he said. 

The joint maneuvers aim to enhance the level of 
interoperability between the Black Sea Fleet and the Italian 
Navy, prepare the crew commanders and staffs for planning 
and conducting naval operations, and deepen the crews' 
knowledge and understand of the agreed practical procedures, 
he said. 

English will be the working language during the drill. The 
Black Sea Fleet will be represented by the frigate Smetlivy 
and the tug boat Shakhtyor. 



 

19 
 

Return to Index 
 

19. Israel Eyes Russian Naval Movement Near Tartus Port 
(JERUSALEM POST 05 AUG 12) ... Yaakov Katz 

Ships with up to 360 marines will arrive in Syrian port by 
early next week, Russian agencies report. 

Israel is closely tracking Russian naval movements in the 
Mediterranean Sea amid reports that several ships are heading 
to Syria to secure the Tartus Port and possibly military assets 
Moscow maintains in the country. 

On Friday, Russian news agencies quoted a top military 
source as saying that Russia was sending three naval vessels 
and up to 360 marines to Syria. The reports claimed that the 
vessels, which are already in the Mediterranean, will arrive in 
Tartus this week or early next week with supplies for Russia’s 
only permanent port outside the former Soviet Union. 

Russia’s Defense Ministry however later issued a 
statement denying the warships would go to Tartus but left 
open the possibility they would do so if they remained at sea 
longer than expected. 

For Israel, Moscow is something of a weather vane for 
gauging what is happening in Syria. A similar situation 
happened on the eve of the Yom Kippur War in 1973 when 
Russia pulled its diplomats and military advisers out of Egypt 
shortly before the war. 

“Russia has a better feel for what is happening in Syria, 
and by following what it does it is possible to better gauge 

when President Bashar Assad might fall,” a defense official 
explained. 

According to a report published last week by the 
Washington- based Institute for the Study of War, the Tartus 
Port is being used as a “as a political lever, both to affect the 
outcome of the Syrian civil war and to maintain legitimate 
access to a strategically located facility nested in the Arab 
world.” 

The report also suggested that if Assad decided to 
withdraw from Damascus and fall back to a more defensible 
position in the Alawite coastal basin including Latakia and 
Tartus, Russia would be able to maintain its naval presence 
there. If, however, Assad’s regime completely collapses, it is 
unlikely that a new Sunni regime would allow Russia to 
continue docking in Tartus. 

Russia’s Interfax news agency said on Friday that the loss 
of Tartus would be a strategic blow to Russia. 

“Tartus is of extreme military- strategic importance for 
the Russian Navy, as the backup for the task forces in the 
Mediterranean. Therefore, its loss would entail deep negative 
consequences and the actual loss of influence in this key 
region,” Interfax quoted a military diplomatic source as 
saying. 
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20. Eye On Iran And Syria, Israel Hardens Missile Shield 
(REUTERS 05 AUG 12) ... Dan Williams 

JERUSALEM -- Israel is upgrading its Arrow II ballistic 
missile shield in a U.S.-backed "race" against Iran, Syria and 
other regional enemies, a senior Israeli defense official said on 
Sunday. 

The new "Block 4" generation of guided interceptor 
rockets, radars and technologies for synchronizing Arrow with 
U.S. systems was being installed in deployed Israeli batteries, 
a process that would take several weeks, the official said. 

"The accuracy and the reach will be greater," the official 
said of Arrow, which has been operational since 2000 and is 
designed to blow up incoming missiles at altitudes high 
enough for non-conventional warheads to disintegrate safely. 

"It is part of the technological race in the region," the 
official, who declined to be named, told Reuters. 

Long jittery about Iran's disputed nuclear program, the 
Israelis have more recently worried the Syrian insurgency 
could loosen Damascus's hold on its chemical weapons and 
missiles. 

Israel has threatened to attack preemptively in both 
countries, a prospect that could trigger wider war and clash 
with Washington's efforts to resolve the crises diplomatically. 

Iran, which denies seeking nuclear weapons, has 
repeatedly vowed to retaliate against any attack. "(Israel) 
knows that attacking Iran is an unattainable wish, unless the 
regime seeks to commit suicide," Iranian Defense Minister 
Ahmad Vahidi was quoted as saying by the state news agency 
IRNA on Sunday. 

The Pentagon and U.S. firm Boeing Co are partners in 
Arrow, an investment that the Obama administration hopes 
will help stay Israel's hand. 

U.S. Secretary of Defense Leon Panetta said last week 
that Israeli interceptors like Arrow and Iron Dome, which 
shoots down short-range guerrilla rockets, were "designed to 
prevent wars.” 

Arrow has scored a 80 percent to 90 percent success rate 
in field tests, system designer Uzi Rubin told Israel's Army 
Radio. 

Allies 
"It's always undergoing changes and improvements, as 

well as adaptations to new threats," Rubin said. 
Iran on Saturday unveiled a new short-range missile 

which it said was capable of striking land and sea targets. 
Syria, for its part, last month went public with its chemical 
arsenal, saying it was intended for last-resort use against 
"external aggression.” 

Tehran also has Islamist guerrilla allies in Lebanon and 
Gaza who could shell neighboring Israel during any regional 
conflict. Their short-range rocket arsenals have been 
expanding and improving as well, the senior Israeli defense 
official said. 

Having helped underwrite Arrow, the Americans were 
free to draw on its technologies for their own uses, the official 
said. 

"The policy of the (Israeli) Ministry of Defense is to 
provide all data to the U.S., for the security of the U.S., 
including on targets, interceptors, radars and command and 
control," the official said. 

With Congress also lavishing cash on Iron Dome, some 
U.S. lawmakers have called on Israel to share that system, too. 
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The Israeli official said that though Iron Dome was 
different to Arrow as it was developed entirely by Israel, the 
current policy was to provide the Americans data upon request 
while a more permanent arrangement is negotiated. 

In parallel to Arrow II, Israel is developing Arrow III, 
which is due to be operational in 2014 or 2015. Unlike 
previous generations of the interceptor, Arrow III will engage 
incoming missiles in space, using detachable warheads that, 

turning into "kamikaze" satellites, will seek out and slam into 
the target. 

Israel is also working on a more powerful rocket 
interceptor than Iron Dome, known as David's Sling or Magic 
Wand, which is due out next year. Meshed together and with 
U.S. counterparts, the three Israeli systems would form a 
multi-tier shield providing several opportunities to intercept 
incoming missiles. 
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21. Strait Of Hormuz Attack Iran ‘Last Resort,’Author Says 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 06 AUG 12) ... Tony Capaccio 

Iran probably would attempt to block the Strait of 
Hormuz at the mouth of the Persian Gulf only as a “last 
resort,” according to a Pentagon historian who’s written a new 
history of America’s 33-year shadow war with the Islamic 
Republic. 

Iran has greatly improved its ability to disrupt shipping 
through the strategic waterway, the route for a fifth of the 
world’s traded oil, said historian David Crist. Still, the Islamic 
Republic’s economy also relies on shipping through the Strait, 
he said. 

“Their prime means of exporting oil is through the Strait,” 
said Crist, author of “The Twilight War: The Secret History of 
America’s Thirty-Year Conflict with Iran” (Penguin Press, 
656 pages, $36), in an interview. “If they mine, it means their 
oil is not coming out, either. So ultimately it either cuts off 
their nose to spite their face” or it would be an attempt to 
pressure the international community to resolve a crisis. 

“I’ve always viewed that the Iranians see that as an option 
of last resort if all else fails,” Crist told an audience August 1 
at the International Spy Museum in Washington. 

Other U.S. officials are less sanguine, and in September 
the U.S. and 20 allies will stage a minesweeping exercise in 
the Persian Gulf that the U.S. Central Command said will be 
the largest ever. 

The International Mine Countermeasures Exercise 2012 
“demonstrates the international community’s ability to work 
together to ensure free and secure trade,” Marine Corps 
General James Mattis, the head of the U.S. Central Command, 
said in a July 17 statement. 

American Fears 
The American fear, said one U.S. official involved in Iran 

policy, is that the U.S. and international economic sanctions 
intended to pressure Iran to abandon its suspected pursuit of 
nuclear weapons could instead persuade its leaders that they 
have little to lose by mining the Strait, sinking a tanker, or 
attacking oil facilities in Saudi Arabia or elsewhere. 

U.S. and international sanctions against Iran are costing it 
$133 million a day in lost sales, according to data compiled by 
Bloomberg. Shipments from Iran have plunged by 1.2 million 
barrels a day, or 52 percent, since the sanctions banning the 
purchase, transport, financing and insuring of Iranian crude 
began July 1, also according to data compiled by Bloomberg. 

Annualized, that would cost President Mahmoud 
Ahmadinejad’s country about $48 billion in revenue, 
equivalent to 10 percent of its economy. 

Gasoline Prices 
A second U.S. official, who also works on Iran policy, 

said some White House officials worry that if Iran retaliated 
for the sanctions by provoking even a brief crisis in the Gulf, 

that could send gasoline prices -- already rising as the 
Midwest drought drives up the cost of corn-based ethanol -- 
toward $5 or more a gallon as Election Day approaches. Both 
U.S. officials asked that their names not be used because they 
weren’t authorized to speak publicly. 

Iranian officials last year and this year repeatedly 
threatened to close the Strait in retaliation for the sanctions. 
Laying mines or sinking a ship in the Strait of Hormuz would 
disrupt tanker traffic and also could prompt insurance 
companies to raise rates on tankers, leading at least 
temporarily to higher oil prices. 

“I think Iran is making these pronouncements to help 
drive up oil prices and make up some of the difference for the 
lost revenue caused by the sanctions,” said Crist. “It is an 
interesting strategy that puts their statements in context.” 

Iran, he said, has increased its reliance on mines since its 
war with Iraq in the 1980s and engagements with the U.S. 
Navy in 1987 and 1988 after U.S. vessels were damaged by 
mines. 

Growing Inventory 
Its inventory of mines, many of the type laid during the 

1980s against Iraq and international shipping, has grown to 
more than 5,000, Crist wrote. 

“Let’s just say they have enough resources and forces to 
do it if they set they mind to” attempt a disruption, Crist said. 
“That’s provided that there’s no international effort to stop it, 
which I think there would be,” he said. 

Disrupting shipping has been on their minds for a long 
time, Crist said. During a September 1987 attack on the Iran 
Ajr vessel after it laid mines to disrupt shipping in the Gulf, 
U.S. Navy Seals discovered a war plan to close the Strait, 
approved in 1984 and called “Ghadir,” Crist writes in his 
book. A class of Iranian midget submarines -- another 
potential threat to shipping in the Gulf -- uses the same name, 
taken from Ghadir Khumm, an Islamic holy place in modern-
day Saudi Arabia. 

So far, the oil markets have ignored Iran’s history and 
rhetoric. While Iran’s threats to disrupt the flow of oil through 
the Persian Gulf sent crude to a three-year high in March, 
increased production from Saudi Arabia, a U.S. output boom, 
and the slowing global economy have brought prices down 16 
percent from the highs to about the level at the start of the 
year. 

Falling Prices 
Brent oil closed at $108.94 a barrel on Aug. 3 on the 

London-based ICE Futures Europe exchange, down 1.5 
percent from Jan. 23 when European Union ministers 
approved a ban on the purchase and insurance of Iranian oil. 
The U.S. is paying 6.2 percent less than a year ago for 
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imported crude as domestic fields produce the most in 13 
years, driving stockpiles to all- time highs, Energy Department 
data show. 

Nevertheless, the Obama administration and some 
European allies and Persian Gulf states have embarked on a 
Gulf military build-up to deter any Iranian attempt to disrupt 
oil shipping, production, or refining. 

U.S. 5th Fleet commander Admiral Mark Fox told 
reporters in February the Navy would a consider Iranian mine-
laying an “act of war,” and the Navy has doubled to eight the 
number of counter-mine ships in the Persian Gulf region. 

Second Carrier 
The U.S. Navy also announced a new aircraft carrier 

rotation last month that will keep two aircraft carrier strike 
groups in the region until at least late-March. The Pentagon 
previously had said the two-carrier presence would end Sept. 
30. 

The United Arab Emirates in late December signed a deal 
valued at as much as $3.49 billion for the first international 
sale of Lockheed Martin Corp.’s newest missile interceptor. 

The Navy also is using its first high-altitude drone to 
monitor Iranian military activity and vessel movements in and 
around the Strait of Hormuz, according to service officials. 

The unmanned aerial vehicle built by Northrop Grumman 
Corp. of Falls Church, Virginia, is providing broad coverage 
of the strategic waterway from 60,000 feet, collecting and 
transmitting black-and-white still images from the drone to a 
ground station in Maryland which are re-transmitted to 5th 
Fleet naval vessels in the region within minutes on average. 

Mattis and Chief of Naval Operations Admiral Jonathan 
Greenert have utilized a “Fast Lane” acquisition approach this 
year to accelerate upgrades to the U.S. 5th Fleet, based in 
Bahrain. 

It includes fielding new laser target-trackers on coastal 
patrol craft; enhanced sensors for underwater vehicles; 
improved protection against drone attacks for land bases; 
upgrades of U-2 spy planes; a new short-range missile called 
the Griffin, made by Waltham, Massachusetts-based Raytheon 
Co., and a new underwater drone called the Seafox, which is 
being developed for Lockheed Martin of Bethesda, Maryland, 
by a unit of Bremen, Germany-based Atlas Elektronik GmbH., 
to detect and neutralize mines. 
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22. Iran Tests Upgraded Version Of Short-Range Missile 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 04 AUG 12) 

TEHRAN, Iran — Iran claims it has successfully test-
fired an upgraded version of a short-range ballistic missile. 

Defense Minister Gen. Ahmad Vahidi says the solid-
fueled Fateh-110 has a range of 300 kilometers (185 miles). 
He claims it can pin-point targets at sea, making it the most 
accurate weapon of its kind in Iran's arsenal. 

Iran has been pushing to upgrade its missiles, which 
already can target Israel and other parts of the region. Officials 

say that they are focusing on missiles that can strike naval 
targets. 

The Fateh-110, or Conqueror, is a single-stage solid-
propellant, surface-to-surface missile put into service in 2002. 
The earlier version of the domestically-produced missile had a 
range of 200 kilometers. 

Vahidi's comments were reported by state TV Saturday. 
The weapon was developed by Iran's Aerospace Industries 
Organization. 
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PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
23. U.S. Navy Surgeon General Highlights Navy Medicine In Pacific Northwest 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 04 AUG 12) ... U.S. Navy Bureau of Medicine and Surgery Public Affairs 

SEATTLE -- The U.S. Navy Surgeon General concluded 
a three-day visit to the Pacific Northwest region, Aug. 3, 
which included tours of Navy Medicine facilities and high 
level engagements with community, athletic and educational 
leaders. 

During his visit to the region, U.S. Navy Surgeon 
General, Vice Adm. Matthew L. Nathan, toured the medical 
facilities at Naval Hospital Bremerton and Naval Branch 
Health Clinic Everett. 

While there he met with leadership and conducted all 
hands calls with the Sailors, staff and officers. He praised their 
work in supporting and enabling the warfighter and ensuring 
their readiness to deploy on the sea, above the sea, under the 
sea or on the battlefield. 

"We are in the readiness business," said Nathan, "and you 
have incredible worldwide responsibilities. In the Navy we 
place a tremendous amount of responsibility on our Sailors, 
and I applaud and appreciate what you do every day. 
Everywhere a Sailor or Marine goes, Navy Medicine goes 
with them." 

While in Seattle, Nathan visited the University of 
Washington School of Medicine. His visit included 
discussions with Dr. Thomas E. Norris, University of 
Washington professor and chair of the Department of Family 
Medicine, and other university leadership. 

Norris described the mutual value of the relationship 
between the Navy and the University of Washington. 

"We are so proud of the Naval Hospital Bremerton 
residency program," said Norris. 

He went on to discuss how much faculty members learn 
from each other about both military and civilian medicine and 
the mutually enriching relationships between university 
faculty, Navy medical leadership and medical school students. 

Nathan thanked the university staff for their interest in the 
U.S. Navy and praised their family medicine residency 
network. 

"You have an iconic program here and a very robust 
relationship with the Navy," said Nathan, "and we can 
leverage what systems like yours have to offer." 
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The surgeon general also had the opportunity to attend a 
Seattle Seahawks practice at their training facility in Renton, 
Wash. There, he met with Dr. Stanley A. Herring, co-director, 
Seattle Sports Concussion program, and key members of the 
Seahawks' staff. The visit included a tour of the training 
facility and discussions on the prevention and treatment of 
concussive injury and traumatic brain injury. 

Throughout the exchange, Nathan and Herring stressed 
the importance of increased emphasis on concussion 
awareness, medical research, and development of initiatives to 
prevent concussive injury on both the battlefield and the 
athletic field. 

"There are mutual benefits in exchanging information and 
learning from one another," said Herring. 

Nathan described the efforts Navy Medicine continues to 
work in the prevention of concussive injury and traumatic 
brain injury treatment. 

"We share similar excitement and challenges for our 
Sailors and Marines as you do for your athletes," said Nathan. 
"The dialogue and cross pollination that we share is essential 

to improved care for both our warriors and your athletes, and I 
am encouraged by this opportunity to share information." 

In a fitting finale of his Pacific Northwest visit, the U.S. 
Navy's Surgeon General and Cmdr. Douglas Stephens, officer 
in charge of the Branch Health Clinic Everett, commemorated 
the birthday of the Medical Services Corp with a cake-cutting 
ceremony. The Medical Services Corp has become an 
indispensable component of Navy Medicine, serving 31 
specialties ranging from clinical providers to scientists, to 
health care providers. The Medical Services Corp will 
celebrate its 65th birthday Aug. 4. 

Speaking to assembled Sailors, Nathan commended the 
work they do every day in supporting the Navy's maritime 
strategy. 

"This is my first visit to this clinic, and I am impressed by 
what I've seen," said Nathan. "I do not take for granted what 
you do every day, especially in today's all-volunteer force. I 
am proud to serve with such an outstanding group of 
professionals. Keep up the tremendous work." 
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24. Lincoln Sailors Prepare For Return To Life Ashore 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 04 AUG 12) ... Seaman Phylicia Sorenson, USS Abraham Lincoln Public Affairs 

USS ABRAHAM LINCOLN, At Sea -- Sailors assigned 
to the Nimitz-class aircraft carrier USS Abraham Lincoln 
(CVN 72) attended a series of Return and Reunion training 
classes July 23 to Aug. 3, following eight months at sea and 
just prior to the ship's arrival in Norfolk. 

The Norfolk Fleet and Family Services office coordinated 
classes focusing on financial well-being, family reintegration, 
and building healthy relationships with both children and 
spouses. 

Fleet and Family Services offered the classes to ease 
service members' transitions to home life following an 
extended deployment period. 

Aviation Structural Mechanic Airman Kyle L. Smith said 
he gained insight into some of the changes he will face after 
an eight-month deployment. 

"The instructors did not sugarcoat what to expect when 
we are with our loved ones at home," Smith said. "They talked 
to us about how to deal with the different levels of stress and 
anger that are to be expected." 

In addition to the relationship classes, Virginia State 
Police Trooper Mark S. Walden visited the ship to educate 

Sailors about Virginia laws and how they apply to service 
members. Walden covered topics ranging from vehicle safety 
to newer state laws and existing laws he said many people 
aren't aware of. 

"As a retired boatswain's mate, I understand exactly 
where every Sailor on board is at right now," said Walden. 
"My suggestion would be to ride around with someone for the 
first few days so you can have time to acclimate yourself to 
traffic and the rules of the road. Norfolk is far stricter on state 
laws than other cities because of the high military traffic that 
comes through the city." 

Lincoln departed its homeport of Everett, Wash., Dec. 7, 
for a deployment to the U.S. 5th and 7th fleet areas of 
responsibility (AORs) and to change homeports from Everett 
to Norfolk for a periodic refueling complex overhaul. 

Lincoln deployed as the flagship for Carrier Strike Group 
(CSG) 9, which was also comprised of Carrier Air Wing 
(CVW) 2, the guided-missile cruiser USS Cape St. George 
(CG 71) and Destroyer Squadron (DESRON) 9, composed of 
the guided-missile destroyers USS Momsen (DDG 92) and 
USS Sterett (DDG 104). 
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25. Judge Advocates Receive Outstanding Service Awards From American Bar Association 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 03 AUG 12) ... Navy Judge Advocate General Public Affairs 

CHICAGO -- Two Navy judge advocates were honored 
by the American Bar Association (ABA) at the 2012 ABA 
Annual Meeting in Chicago today. 

Capt. Mary S. Reismeier, commanding officer, Region 
Legal Service Office Naval District Washington, received the 
Outstanding Military Service Career Judge Advocate Award 
and Lt. Brian C. Haagensen, staff judge advocate at Naval 
Submarine Support Command, Pearl Harbor, was chosen to 
receive the Outstanding Young Military Lawyer Award. 

The ABA Outstanding Military Service Career Judge 
Advocate Award, sponsored by the Standing Committee on 
Armed Forces Law, is presented annually to one judge 

advocate from each service who has distinguished themselves 
over the course of a military career. 

"I'm truly honored to have been selected for this award. 
But, honestly, I felt like I 'won' when I was nominated." said 
Reismeier. 

Before Reismeier assumed command of Region Legal 
Service Office Naval District Washington, she 

served as the senior counsel for the Chief of Naval 
Operations, Environmental Readiness Division and as the 
executive officer of Naval Legal Service Office North Central. 

"I couldn't be more pleased that Capt. Reismeier's and Lt. 
Haagensen's achievements have been recognized with these 
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prestigious awards. Their commitment and dedication make 
them role models for judge advocates everywhere," said Vice 
Adm. Nanette M. DeRenzi, Judge Advocate General of the 
Navy. 

The Outstanding Young Military Lawyer Award is 
awarded jointly by the ABA Young Lawyer's Division and the 
Judge Advocate's Association, and recognizes the 
contributions of attorneys from each uniformed service based 
upon professional accomplishment, community service, 
leadership, and the development of subordinates. 

"Lt. Haagensen is a talented young officer who has 
performed brilliantly ashore, at sea, and deployed in overseas 
contingency operations. He spent much of his first five years 
of service underway or deployed in some of the most 
demanding environments where judge advocates operate," 
said Capt. Ann Minami, Commanding Officer, Region Legal 
Service Office Northwest. 

The award was presented at the Keithe E. Nelson 
Memorial Military Law Luncheon, an event honoring the 
legacy of Major General Keithe E. Nelson who served as the 
ninth United States Air Force Judge Advocate General. 
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26. Naval Aviator’s Jump Rope Gives Better Workout 
Lieutenant’s invention turns simple skips into a portable fitness program 
(NAVY TIMES 04 AUG 12) ... Jacqueline Klimas 

These aren’t your middle school jump ropes. The 
CrossRope system, invented by Navy pilot Lt. David Hunt, 
features seven interchangeable ropes of varying weights, all 
designed for different workouts. 

Lighter weights can be used for cardio or speed training, 
while the heavier weights are used for strength or building 
muscle, said Hunt, an aviator assigned to Patrol Squadron 30 
at Naval Air Station Jacksonville, Fla. The handles have snaps 
for swapping between ropes. 

Hunt came up with the idea for the CrossRope system in 
2011 because of his own experience as a jump-roper. 

“I liked to try a bunch of different weights, but there 
wasn’t one product to offer multiple weights,” he said. 

Hunt, 30, launched the small business with the help of 
friends and colleagues, even filing the provisional patent 
application himself. His invention is still patent-pending. 

The aviator, who flies the P-3C Orion and has served in 
Iraq, Qatar, Djibouti and Bahrain, is confident CrossRope will 
catch on with sailors. 

“I would say that I’ve seen an increased number [of 
people jumping rope], particularly deployed sailors,” Hunt 
said. “It’s a fairly portable fitness tool.” 

Fit sailors make better workers, he added. 
“The Navy has an invested interest in people who are 

coordinated and have an overall level of functional fitness,” 
said Hunt, a Naval Academy grad who has served since 2004. 

“If they’re lugging around heavy cables or ammunition on 
ship, they’ll get the grip strength they need and coordination 
jumping with different weights.” 

In his first month of selling the CrossRope, Hunt said 
about 20 percent of his orders have come from Navy 
personnel. 

Hunt said he has talked several times with the manager of 
the on-base gym at Jacksonville about adding CrossRopes to 
the facility. He hopes to bring the portable fitness tool to 
sailors worldwide. 

“I’m looking to work with various [Morale, Welfare and 
Recreation programs] on bases and hopefully spread the 
word,” Hunt said. “I’ve gotten some good feedback from 
customers. Hopefully, it’ll be a good addition to Navy gyms 
around the world.” 

Hunt sends an email to each person who buys a 
CrossRope and hopes the feedback he receives will lead to 
product improvements. 

A representative from the Navy’s Fitness, Sports and 
Deployed Forces Support Program was unable to comment on 
the CrossRope because she said she did not have enough 
knowledge of the system. Navy Recruiting Command, in its 
Fitness and Nutrition Guide, cites jumping rope as a 
recommended activity when it comes to exercising in confined 
spaces. 
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27. Midshipman Dies In Pennsylvania Car Crash 
(ANNAPOLIS CAPITAL GAZETTE 05 AUG 12) ... Elisha Sauers 

A U.S. Naval Academy midshipman and rising team 
captain died in Pennsylvania after a car crash Friday. 

Midshipman 1st Class Austin T. Zalik, 21, was on 
summer leave from the academy. Naval Academy officials 
said Zalik, a junior, was a member of the 9th Company and an 
ocean engineering major. 

He’s the son of Jacqueline and Matthew Zalik, of 
Allentown, Pa. 

Authorities say Zalik was sleeping in his pickup truck in 
the parking lot of a gas station before the accident at 7 a.m. 
The pickup may have drifted forward as Zalik slept. The truck 
dropped off an embankment and into the path of a tractor-
trailer, officials said. 

The incident is under investigation. 

Academy officials are organizing a memorial ceremony at 
the Brigade of Midshipmen later this month, so that 
midshipmen returning for the academic year may attend. 

Zalik competed on the Navy gymnastics team and had 
made team captain for the upcoming season. 

Assistant gymnastics coach Craig Holt, who had known 
Zalik for six years, said his teammates are trying to cope with 
the shocking news. 

“They’re composed, the ones that I’ve spoken with, but 
I’m sure behind the closed door on their own, they’re grieving 
quite a bit,” Holt said. 

Zalik could be a “hard-headed kid,” a little temperamental 
in the gym. But as he grew older, Holt watched Zalik mature 
into a leader who motivated his younger teammates to excel. 

Zalik’s best events were the rings and parallel bars. 
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Holt cried Saturday as he talked about how much he’ll 
miss watching Zalik rise to the challenge of captain. 

“He was ready to take that bull by the horns, because if he 
didn’t, I’d kick his butt,” he said. 

Despite the reserved culture of the academy, a flurry of 
people have left comments of condolence on the United States 
Naval Academy Facebook page and Zalik’s Facebook page. 

“Nobody lived life like Austin Zalik,” wrote Michael 
Thorsen in a Facebook comment. “He never let an opportunity 
pass. Shock is an understatement. Thoughts and prayers are 

with the Zalik family. To my roommate at the Academy, Rest 
In Peace man.” 

Cmdr. William Marks, a spokesman, said the academy 
has sent a senior officer, senior chaplain and a member of the 
gymnastics staff to Pennsylvania to be with the family. The 
academy has assigned a casualty assistance officer to help 
with funeral, insurance and travel arrangements. 

Marks said the academy plans to release more memorial 
information soon. 
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28. UPDATE - 105 Sailors Sue Navy Due To ERB Separations 
(NAVY TIMES 13 AUG 12) ... Mark Faram 

An Oklahoma attorney filed suit Aug. 2 on behalf of 105 
sailors separated by last year's enlisted retention boards. 

Roughly 2,000 ERB sailors remain on the Navy's payroll 
with a month to go before their mandatory separation date of 
Sept. 1. 

Attorney E.W. Keller, a former state senator and Army 
officer, said he became aware of the ERBs and their fallout 
when his office started hearing from targeted sailors operating 
from Tinker Air Force Base, just outside Oklahoma City. 

"I am appalled at what the Navy is attempting to get away 
with by breaking these sailors' contracts without the proper 
authority," said Keller, who filed the suit with the U.S. Federal 
Court of Claims. "Additionally, they put in place a selection 
process that was inherently unfair in the way it meted out 
these discharges and didn't fully take into account these 
sailors' rights." 

The Navy conducted two ERBs, one each in August and 
September 2011. A total of 15,386 sailors, in pay grades E-4 
through E-8, were in ratings expected to be overmanned at the 
end of fiscal 2012. Of them, 2,946 were sent home. 

Though Navy officials wouldn't comment directly on the 
suit, Cmdr. Brenda Malone, spokeswoman for the Navy at the 
Pentagon, said that the ERB was "considered to be the fairest 
and most effective way to achieve stability in our force, and 
have the greatest benefit to the fleet in the short and long 
terms." 

Malone described the decision to hold the board and 
separate the sailors as difficult and one that was "not made 

easily." Officials believe the cuts were necessary to improve 
re-enlistment and advancement opportunity for others in the 
fleet, she said. 

"Balance in the force can now be seen in our re-enlistment 
program, Perform to Serve, which has seen reenlistment 
quotas go from 30 percent to 70 percent or 80 percent; some 
rates are as high at 90 percent," she said. "Further evidence of 
our manpower stability can be seen in the past promotion 
cycles for petty officers and chiefs, some of which were the 
highest rates in decades." 

In his Aug. 2 filing, Keller said the cuts were unfair and 
that the promotion rates prove the Navy actually needed these 
sailors, and points to the fact that the Navy is now 
undermanned at sea by 10,000 sailors, some in the same 
ratings and pay grades it just cut from. 

Also, Keller challenges the Navy's legal authority to even 
break contracts under these circumstances. He alleges the 
conduct of the ERB was discriminatory and unfair, and the 
sailors' rights under administrative separation rules were 
violated. 

The Navy did not comment on any of the charges in the 
filing. 

In the end, he's asking that sailors' contracts be restored 
and that they be returned to active duty, or that they be 
compensated for lost wages and benefits. 

The case has been assigned to Judge Lynn Bush, who 
worked as a Navy lawyer in the 1980s and 1990s. 
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FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
29. Navy Pursuing New Submarine Signature Range 
(KITSAP (WA) SUN 03 AUG 12) ... Ed Friedrich 

BANGOR — The Navy wants to build a range in Hood 
Canal to measure the electromagnetic signatures of 13 Kitsap-
based submarines, which now must transit two weeks to Pearl 
Harbor or San Diego for the five-minute job. 

Submarines develop a magnetic signature as they travel 
because of a magneto-mechanical interaction with the Earth's 
magnetic field. The signature can be exploited by magnetic 
mines, or detected by specially equipped ships and aircraft. 

Naval Base Kitsap-Bangor used to have a range, but when 
civilian boating increased in the 1990s, it was closed for safety 
concerns. The sensors, at 150 feet, were also too deep. 
Submarines had to dive to periscope depth to use them, 
requiring Coast Guard escorts to clear and keep other boats 

out of the area for relatively long periods of time, according to 
a Navy document. A temporary electromagnetic measurement 
range was installed in 2000, but ceased operation after being 
damaged by the anchor of a commercial fishing vessel in 
2007. 

The Navy says the range needs to be within a half mile of 
the submarines' transit route and within 1.5 miles of a 
submarine homeport. Ideally, the homeport would already 
have a shore facility available. The range would be no more 
than a mile from shore in about 70 feet of water, away from 
shipping routes and strong currents. 

The proposed location is just north of the Bangor base in 
Hood Canal Military Operating Area North, according to the 
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draft report. The facility would comprise a sensor array system 
with 21 sensors spread across 400 feet and buried at the 
bottom of the canal. There would be an offshore 15 foot by 15 
foot platform requiring five 24-inch square concrete piles. 
About 8,500 feet of composite cable connecting the sensors 
would also be buried, using a horizontal directional drilling jet 
plow. 

Construction would occur between July 15, 2014, and 
Oct. 1, 2014. Cost estimates aren't available. 

A submarine, escorted by the Coast Guard, would travel 
at about 10 knots at the water's surface. The boats take a brief 
detour from the usual route to go over the sensor array system. 
The sensors would measure the sub's electromagnetic 

signature and transfer it to the onshore facility. The whole 
process would take about five minutes. 

A public meeting will be held Aug. 16 from 6 p.m. to 8 
p.m. at Silverdale Community Center, 9729 Silverdale Way. 
The draft report is available at http://www.emmrea.com/. 

Comments at this initial stage of the environmental 
review process will be considered in the preparation of the 
Draft EA. To be considered, they must be received by Aug. 
30. They can be submitted at the public meeting, via an online 
form at www.emmrea.com, or mailed to Wes Miksa, 
Environmental Planner, NAVFAC Northwest, 1101 Tautog 
Circle, Room 203, Silverdale, WA 98315. 
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30. Navy Missile Facility Coming To Cape 
(WCTV CBS TALLAHASSEE 05 AUG 12) 

TALLAHASSEE, Fla. -- The state's Space Florida 
organization will kick in $5 million to rebuild a site at Cape 
Canaveral that will be used by the Navy to test submarine 
missile systems, a project that will bring up to 100 jobs to the 
area in the next three years. 

Space Florida announced Thursday that the jobs created 
by the project will have average annual salaries of $90,000 
and that most of the outsourced work will also be done locally. 

A 1950s-era missile testing complex at Cape Canaveral 
Air Force Station will be refurbished for the new "Strategic 
Weapons System Ashore" facility, which will conduct all 
land-based testing of the Navy's submarine-fired missile 
systems. Currently, launch systems, fire control, guidance and 
navigation, and the actual missiles themselves, are all tested at 
separate locations. The new program will combine them at 
Cape Canaveral. 

"We are working hard to ensure defense programs have 
the resources they need to call Florida home," said Gov. Rick 
Scott, who went to Cape Canaveral Thursday to announce the 
project. 

Construction is expected to start later this year and be 
completed in 2015. 

"This area's existing space industry infrastructure, 
combined with our highly-skilled technical workforce, sets 
Florida apart from other states," said Frank DiBello, president 
of Space Florida, which said the already-trained local 
workforce was part of the reason the Navy chose the site. 

Also on Thursday, Scott sent a letter to U.S. House 
Speaker John Boehner and Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid 
urging careful consideration of automatic defense budget cuts, 
known as "sequester cuts" that are set to go into effect in 
January unless Congress can find a way to avert them. 

"In examining the potential consequences of 
sequestration, it is devastating to see the impact that such 
dramatic defense cuts will have on Florida’s growing 
economy," Scott said. "In the first year alone, more than 
39,000 Floridians could lose their jobs because of the 
automatic cuts under sequestration according to a Center for 
Regional Analysis study." 

State officials say defense spending supports more than 
680,000 jobs in Florida. 
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31. Battle Intensifies Over Sequestration 
Spending cuts Set for January Federal government, contractors at odds 
(WASHINGTON POST 06 AUG 12) ... Marjorie Censer 

The government last week pushed back against 
contractors on how they should brace for a nearly $1 trillion 
cut in federal spending, arguing that mass layoff notices are 
unnecessary and that warnings of contract terminations are 
overblown. 

The frenzy over what’s known as sequestration — an 
across-the-board cut set to go into effect in January — grew 
more intense as contractors staged a rally last week featuring 
industry chief executives and local politicians while Obama 
administration officials appeared on Capitol Hill. Under 
sequestration, the cuts would be split between defense 
spending and all non-defense accounts. 

In a guidance letter issued July 30, the Labor Department 
said the Worker Adjustment and Retraining Notification Act 
— better known as the WARN Act — does not require 
contractors facing sequestration to send notices to their 
workers that they could be let go. Contractors such as 

Bethesda-based Lockheed Martin have said they might send 
notices to all of their employees later this year. 

The “WARN Act is designed to require employers to 
provide notice to those workers who are reasonably likely to 
lose their jobs or suffer other serious employment 
consequences, but not to those workers who will suffer no 
such consequences or who have only a speculative chance of 
suffering them,” the guidance said. 

In a statement, Lockheed said it is reviewing the 
guidance. 

At a hearing before the House Armed Services Committee 
on Wednesday, federal officials acknowledged the cuts would 
be damaging but also said some contractor worries may be 
overstated. 

For instance, Ashton Carter, the deputy defense secretary, 
said he hasn’t seen Pentagon purchasing officials delaying 
their buys, even as some companies have said they’re 
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concerned about spending slowdowns in advance of 
sequestration. 

“We do not want to hold back on the obligation of funds 
— either for weapon projects or operating programs — that 
would have been obligated in the absence of a possible 
sequester, since this would introduce inefficiency and waste,” 
Carter said in prepared testimony. 

He also denied that the government would have to 
terminate a wide range of programs, noting that many can 
move forward with funding that is already in place. 

Jeffrey Zients, acting director of the Office of 
Management and Budget, in addressing the House on 
Wednesday, rebuffed congressional criticism that the federal 
government hasn’t been planning for sequestration. 

“No amount of planning will mitigate the damaging 
effects of sequestration,” he said, arguing that Congress 
should instead spend its time coming to agreement to avoid it. 

“The right course is not to spend time moving around 
rocks at the bottom of the cliff to make for a less painful 

landing,” he said. “The right course is to avoid driving off the 
cliff altogether.” 

Contractors also ramped up their efforts to stop 
sequestration, staging a rally in Crystal City last week. 
Executives — including Wes Bush, chief executive of Falls 
Church-based Northrop Grumman; John P. Jumper, chief 
executive of McLean-based Science Applications International 
Corp.; and Brad Antle, chief executive of Salient Federal 
Solutions — stood on stage alongside local politicians, 
including Virginia Gov. Robert F. McDonnell (R), Rep. 
Gerald E. Connolly (D-Va.) and Rep. Frank R. Wolf (R-Va.). 

Contracting employees gathered in a Crystal City hotel 
ballroom to don red T-shirts and wave signs in the shape of 
stop signs, cheering loudly as the executives and officials 
called for sequestration to be avoided. 

Connolly in particular said Congress should cancel its 
upcoming recess and stay in session to handle the issue. 
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32. Political Firestorm Flares As Looming Budget Cuts Include Defense Reductions 
(PBS NEWSHOUR 03 AUG 12) ... Margaret Warner 

There's a familiar ring to this next story. Congress still has 
not agreed on how to balance the federal budget, and there's a 
deadline approaching. 

Margaret Warner explains the latest skirmish. 
Majority Leader Sen. Harry Reid (D-Nev.): I want to 

also say a word or two about sequester. 
Man: Those who would be affected by the sequester. 
Margaret Warner: Sequester, it's been the bipartisan 

buzzword of choice lately. 
The term refers to across-the-board budget cuts that take 

effect January 2, if lawmakers can't produce a comprehensive 
deficit reduction package before then. The measure was part 
of the Budget Control Act passed by both houses of Congress 
and signed by President Obama a year ago. 

The sequestration axe would slice $54 billion from 
defense and an equal amount from domestic programs from 
Head Start to the Border Patrol next year, with more to follow. 
Though the troops themselves are exempt, the looming 
defense cuts have kicked up a political firestorm, on full 
display Wednesday at a House Armed Services Committee 
hearing. 

The Office of Management and Budget's acting director, 
Jeffrey Zients, sparred with Republican Congressman Randy 
Forbes of Virginia. 

Rep. Randy Forbes (R-Va.): Mr. Zients, I'm just asking 
if you can tell me if there's any proposal you can put forward 
today, any proposal that the president has put forward to stop 
sequestration that has gotten a single vote? 

Jeffrey Zients, Office Of Management And Budget: 
The root cause problem here is the Republicans' refusal to ask 
the top 10 percent to pay their fair share... 

Rep. Randy Forbes: Mr. Zients, I understand your 
partisanship. I'm just asking you if you can tell me if that 
proposal -- can you point to such a proposal? 

Jeffrey Zients: There is... 
Rep. Randy Forbes: Then your answer is no. 
Margaret Warner: The verbal spat came after a weeks-

long Republican campaign to sound the alarm to the public. 

Arizona Sen. John McCain and other Republicans have taken 
the message to states with lots of defense- related jobs. 

Sen. John McCain (R-Ariz.): No uniformed military 
leader who we trust agrees that these cuts would do anything 
but devastate our national security. 

Margaret Warner: House Armed Services Committee 
chairman Buck McKeon took aim at President Obama at a 
Mitt Romney presidential campaign event Tuesday in 
Arlington, Va. 

Rep. Howard "Buck" McKeon (R-Calif.): Has anybody 
here heard the word sequestration? Do you get sick and tired 
of hearing that we need to cut more out of defense? 

Margaret Warner: And on the presidential campaign 
trail, President Obama and his Republican rival, Mitt Romney, 
have traded accusations about who's to blame. 

Mitt Romney (R): Today, we are just months away from 
an arbitrary across-the-board budget reduction that would 
saddle the military with a trillion dollars in cuts, severely 
shrink our force structure, and impair our ability to meet and 
deter threats. 

Don't bother, by the way, trying to find a serious military 
rationale behind any of that. If I am president of the United 
States, I will not let that happen. 

President Barack Obama: There are a number of 
Republicans in Congress who don't want you to know that 
most of them voted for these cuts. Now they're trying to 
wriggle out of what they agreed to do. Instead of making 
tough choices to reduce the deficit, they'd rather protect tax 
cuts for some of the wealthiest Americans, even if it risks big 
cuts in our military. 

Gordon Adams (American University): This is theater. 
Margaret Warner: Former top OMB defense budget 

official Gordon Adams, now teaching at American 
University's School of International Service, sees a lot of 
posturing at play. 

Gordon Adams: So this is a highly staged and scripted 
drama where every player is playing his or her part, everybody 
is jumping up and down, rending garments, tearing hair, 



 

27 
 

gnashing teeth and making it look like horrible things like 
Armageddon are going to happen. 

The reality is, I don't expect it to happen, but, even if it 
did, it's a slow-roll process when it does. But it's a great thing 
to fight about in an election year. 

Margaret Warner: Some defense contractors, like giant 
Lockheed Martin, have tried to stoke the fight by warning that, 
under a federal 60-day notice law, they may have to issue 
conditional layoff alerts to their workers before the November 
6 election. 

On Monday, the Department of Labor issued guidance 
that layoff announcements were not required and unwise while 
cutbacks were still speculative and unforeseeable. 

Armed Services chairman McKeon dismissed that 
guidance as politically motivated. 

Rep. Howard "Buck" McKeon: They have no legal 
authority to do what they did. So, if I'm a CEO of a company 
and I go to my attorneys for guidance, they would just laugh at 
that, because if they do lay off their employees and don't send 
the notice, then they are liable to be sued. 

Margaret Warner: Fears of immediate hits to defense 
production lines in January are overblown, maintains defense 
budget expert Adams. 

Gordon Adams: They will not feel the effect on January 
1, in fact, because defense contractors today are working on 
contracts that were funded by dollars appropriated three years 
ago, two years ago, last year. And none of those dollars are 
going to be affected by a decision to do across-the-board cuts 
on January 2. 

Margaret Warner: Yet, Deputy Secretary of Defense 
Ashton Carter made clear at Wednesday's hearing that the 
administration is deeply worried about the impact. 

Ashton Carter (Deputy Secretary Of Defense): 
Sequestration would introduce senseless chaos into the 
management of every single one of more than 2,500 defense 
investment programs, inefficiency into the defense industry 
that supports us, and would cause lasting disruptions, even if it 
only extended for one year. 

Margaret Warner: And after the hearing, Carter told the 
"NewsHour" the dilemma faced by contractors is well-
founded. 

Ashton Carter: Each and every contractor who works for 
the Department of Defense has to take heed, because, 
remember, this is across the board. It is indiscriminate. So 
each and every -- you named a bunch of aircraft and 
investment programs. Every piece of our operations and 
maintenance, all of our personnel accounts, every single thing 
gets hit with this. 

Margaret Warner: So it's not a political gimmick? 
Ashton Carter: I have spoken to a number of our defense 

contractors. They take it as a serious matter. We have the same 
issue in the government, which is, we are trying to balance 
being ready if some -- this really terrible thing happens to us, 
and not causing some of its bad effects before we even have a 
chance to solve it. 

Margaret Warner: But as long as this remains a hot-
button campaign issue for both parties, no one expects a deal 
to solve it before the November election. 

View Video Clip or Listen to MP3 Audio 
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33. Is Pentagon Spending Good For The Economy? 
(WASHINGTON TIMES 05 AUG 12) ... Guy Taylor 

In a time of deep deficits and tight budgets, President 
Obama says the Defense Department cannot be entirely spared 
the scalpel. But Mitt Romney, his likely opponent in 
November’s election, says the U.S. must spend more on the 
Pentagon now because it will pay off with a stronger economy 
in the long run. 

Analysts said the differences stem from a deep 
philosophical divide. One camp, bolstered by military officers 
who say the debt is a major national security issue, argues that 
slowing spending now will create a stronger America in the 
future. 

But Mr. Romney’s side argues that the U.S. can’t foster 
the kind of stability that is needed around the world without 
maintaining a powerful and well-funded military in the near 
term, said Jim Talent, a former Republican senator from 
Missouri who once served on the Senate Armed Services 
Committee and is a special adviser to the campaign. 

It’s the classic “peace through strength” philosophy, said 
Mr. Talent. He said global stability fosters economic growth, 
which benefits U.S. businesses, who then pay more in taxes 
because they are more prosperous. 

“There’s a price to strength, but there’s a greater price to 
weakness,” he said. “When you don’t adequately fund the 
military, you end up increasing the amount of risk of security 
around the world, which tends to suppress economic growth.” 

While the campaign resists discussing specific dollar 
amounts, Mr. Talent and others speaking for the Romney 

camp assert that core defense spending must be set at a floor 
of 4 percent of the nation’s gross domestic product. 

Based on the White House Office of Management and 
Budget’s GDP projections, a Romney administration would 
fork out roughly $800 billion toward national defense in 2016 
— a notably higher amount than the trimmed-down $578 
billion proposed by the Obama administration. 

Different as they may be, both figures represent a 
doubling of what Congress allowed during the years before the 
Sept. 11 attacks. 

Some have asserted that neither Mr. Obama nor Mr. 
Romney has a real plan for reining in runaway defense 
spending. 

“Obama will spend a lot; Romney will spend more. That’s 
the difference,” said Winslow T. Wheeler, an analyst at the 
liberal Center for Defense Information, who worked on 
national security issues for 31 years for members of the Senate 
from the end of the Vietnam era through the Sept. 11 attacks 
in 2001. 

Defense spending as a percentage of GDP, which is how 
many on Capitol Hill measure it, shrank by half after the end 
of the Cold War, to a low of 3 percent in 2001. It has been 
rising since and reached 4.7 percent in 2011. 

Not everyone agrees that the GDP yardstick is 
worthwhile. 

“Pentagon spending is high right now when you measure 
it in dollars, but they’re measuring it against the GDP, which 
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is rubber,” he said, noting that the two don’t always grow and 
shrink at the same rate. 

“If one thing has grown faster than the other, you can 
pretend the other thing has grown lesser, but it’s actually 
grown bigger,” said Mr. Wheeler, who contends that the 
Romney camp is preying on such confusion in an attempt to 
portray Mr. Obama as a man bent on gutting the Pentagon. 

Take the Navy, which plans to build nine ships a year for 
the next three decades at a cost of at least $20 billion a year, or 
$599 billion through 2042. 

Mr. Romney says he wants to increase that to 15 per year, 
which, according to Congressional Budget Office estimates, 
would increase the annual budget to $33.5 billion a year, 
nearly doubling costs over the next 30 years to $1.005 trillion. 

The defense spending debate in Washington these days is 
dominated by talk of the sequesters — the automatic spending 
cuts set into motion by last year’s debt deal. On Jan. 2, the 
administration must make $110 billion in cuts, split between 
defense and domestic spending, with more cuts each year 
through the end of the decade. 

Those cuts come on top of $487 billion in lower defense 
spending that the Obama administration already has proposed 
over the next 10 years. 

Mr. Obama’s approach aims to “pave the way for more 
robust defense spending down the road,” said Michael E. 
O’Hanlon, a senior fellow at the Brookings Institution. 

He said it’s a balancing act: Too many defense cuts too 
quickly could put the nation’s global security posture at “risk 
in the short term.” 

Indeed, the Romney camp pulls no punches in the fight 
against proposed cuts. “It will be a priority to undo President 
Obama’s defense cuts in the first term,” said John Noonan, a 
defense policy adviser for the campaign. 

Mr. Noonan, who has served as a House Armed Services 
Committee staffer under Rep. Howard P. “Buck” McKeon, 
California Republican, said current defense spending “is at 
historic lows if you look at historic trends.” 

“If President Obama’s defense cuts continue on their 
current trajectory, then it goes down to somewhere in the high 
2 percent range of GDP.” 

Progressives, some of whom have Reagan Republican 
pasts, tell another story. They say Mr. Obama’s proposals are 
portrayed inaccurately by the Romney camp and are a result of 
calls from both major political parties to rein in the post-Iraq 
War defense budget while tackling the deficit crisis. 

“What Obama has done is reduce the projected growth in 
defense spending. It’s not actually a cut,” said Larry Korb, 
who was an assistant secretary of defense under President 
Reagan. “Let’s say you’re making $50,000 a year, and I tell 
you that in 10 years, your salary will be $100,000, but the 
economy is in a downturn, so actually I’m only going to give 
you $80,000 in 10 years.” 

“Compared to what Eisenhower did after Korea, or Nixon 
did after Vietnam, or if you look at Reagan’s second term 
when we cut defense by 10 percent in four years, the Obama 
$486 billion is not that big of a cut,” he said. “It’s 8 percent 
over 10 years.” 

The irony, said Mr. Korb, now a senior fellow at the left-
leaning Center for American Progress, is that “apart from the 
first Reagan administration, the Pentagon has historically 
made out better under Democrats than Republicans in terms of 
money.” 

“And the problem with Romney saying he’s going to 
increase defense spending,” said Mr. Korb, “is how is he 
going to do that while also dealing with the deficit?” 
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BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
34. KING 5 Goes Aboard The USS Halsey 
(KING NBC SEATTLE 03 AUG 12) ... Mimi Jung 

KING 5 reporter Mimi Jung toured the USS Halsey on 
Friday. The guided-missile destroyer is one of three U.S. Navy 
ships in Elliott Bay for Seattle's annual Seafair celebration. 

View Clip (RT: 2:12) 
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35. Riding In Fat Albert, The Blue Angels Cargo Plane, Is An Intense Experience 
(SEATTLE POST INTELLIGENCER 03 AUG 12) ... Nick Eaton 

For most people at Seafair, Fat Albert is a precursor — a 
tease, if you will — to the main spectacle of the Blue Angels 
F/A-18 fighter jets. The big, blue Lockheed C-130 Hercules 
cargo prop lumbers over Lake Washington, diving and 
climbing and turning and banking, seemingly graceful and 
gentle and agile. 

It certainly is agile. It surely may be graceful. But gentle? 
Not quite. 

I was one of 17 passengers — nine from the media, three 
other civilians and five military riders — inside of Fat Albert 
when it did its demonstration over Seattle on Friday. By the 
end of the 20-or-so minute flight, I was reaching for my 
motion-sickness bag. I didn’t end up using it, but many of the 
other passengers did. 

A ride in Fat Albert is nothing like your generic flight in, 
say, an Alaska Airlines Boeing 737. They both fly and they 
both have about the same wingspan, but that’s where the 
similarities stop. No, flying Fat Albert Airlines is quite 
different indeed. 

After a few briefings on the tarmac at Boeing Field, near 
the Museum of Flight where the Blue Angels are staged for 
the weekend, we climbed into the C-130 and buckled up. 
There are no creature comforts inside; the military aircraft is 
entirely utilitarian. There are cargo rollers on the floor, the 
seats line the walls sideways, and exposed pipes, ducts, wires 
and everything else are venting air, moving around and 
making noises. There are very few windows, and the big rear 
cargo door was closed the entire time we were in the air. 
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When we took off, the pilot kept Fat Albert about five feet 
off the runway for a few seconds to let the plane pick up 
speed. Then we pitched up at a 45-degree angle. For reference, 
your typical airliner climbs at about 10 degrees, or less. We 
experienced about two G’s — or about twice the force of 
gravity — as the plane pulled up, then felt negative G’s as it 
pitched back level. We were weightless — and the Blue 
Angels crewmen who were standing in the plane (yes, 
standing up!) rode the weightlessness for our viewing 
pleasure, their legs flying upward until the plane flattened out 
(see video below). 

But while the climbs and dives sure were thrilling, it was 
the steep turns that really churned my stomach. The agile 
plane can bank so hard and turn so sharply, it pushes you 
down into your seat. The steepest bank we did, we were told, 
was about 60 degrees; in an airliner, it’s rare to bank any more 
than 15 degrees. And turning so sharply to the left, then 
flipping it around to the right, is enough to make anyone’s 
stomach slosh around. 

Because there were so few windows — and they were 
fairly small — it was often difficult to figure out where we 

were flying and what we were doing. Every once and a while, 
we’d dive and see boats below us on Lake Washington, about 
100 feet down. The Fat Albert crew chief told us we’d get as 
low as 60 feet off the water. But we were going so fast, it was 
hard to tell. 

The dives and climbs and turns kept coming, and one by 
one the passengers were pulling out their barf bags. Even one 
of the Navy passengers sitting across from me lost his lunch. I 
was proud I didn’t, though I came very close — closer than I 
did on Thursday when I went on an aerobatics flight in a Red 
Bull racing plane. 

Finally we landed back at Boeing Field. But, of course, it 
wasn’t like landing in a jetliner at Sea-Tac. The C-130 dove 
fast toward the runway, and the pilots slammed on the brakes 
as soon as the wheels touched down. We were thrown forward 
as Fat Albert quickly skidded to a stop — and I was happy to 
be back on solid ground. 

If riding in Fat Albert is that intense, I can’t even begin to 
imagine what it’s like in one of the Blue Angels F/A-18s. I 
would throw up for sure. 

View Gallery (37 Photos) 
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36. USS New Orleans Sailors Visit Veterans 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 03 AUG 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist Seamen Chris Brown, Navy Public Affairs Support Element 
West, Det. Northwest 

SEATTLE -- Sailors honored local veterans Aug. 3, at the 
Veterans Affairs (VA) Puget Sound Health Care System 
Seattle division during Seattle Seafair Fleet Week 2012. 

Rear Adm. Michael Yurina, director for strategic planning 
and communication of the submarine warfare division, was 
joined by Sailors from the USS New Orleans (LPD 18) to 
interact with veterans at the health clinic. 

"It's such a privilege for me because it gives us an 
opportunity to thank those who served before us," said Yurina. 
"Anytime we can give back, even if it's just a handshake or a 
smile, it makes it all worthwhile." 

The Sailors were greeted by the veterans who had a great 
time seeing the Sailors in their dress uniforms. 

"They look really impressive," said Gary Matthews, 
retired Army special warfare. "The older we get, the more 
these types of visits mean to us." 

Michele Larsen, voluntary services, said that having 
interaction with the Sailors has a big impact on the veterans. 

The visit coincided with Seattle Seafair Fleet Week 2012, 
one of 21 Navy Weeks being held this year across the country. 
Navy Weeks are designed to showcase the investment 
Americans have made in their Navy and increase awareness in 
cities that do not have a significant Navy presence. 

Seattle Seafair Fleet Week 2012 began July 31, and will 
run through Aug. 6, with Sailors attending events throughout 
the city to raise local awareness of the U.S. Navy and its 
various missions around the world. 
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37. Air Show Adds Ship Tours 
(MILWAUKEE JOURNAL SENTINEL 05 AUG 12) ... Jackie Loohauis-Bennett 

The USS De Wert, as well as several other military ships, 
will be open for tours at the Port of Milwaukee from Thursday 
through Sunday. 

By Jackie Loohauis-Bennett of the Journal Sentinel Aug. 
5, 2012 6:00 p.m. Email Print (0) CommentsThe venues are 
the biggest of all: the land, the water and the sky. 

The Milwaukee Air & Water Show is teaming up with the 
U.S. Navy's commemoration of the War of 1812 bicentennial 
to bring a week of entertainment at the lakefront that stretches 
across the horizon. 

Three ships - the frigate USS De Wert, the USCGC Neah 
Bay and the Canadian frigate HMCS Ville de Quebec - will be 
docked at Milwaukee's Liquid Pier 5. Also, the USS Hurricane 
will be docked at Discovery World Museum from Wednesday 
through Aug. 13. Public tours will be available on the 
Hurricane and De Wert from Thursday through Sunday, with 

tours on the Ville de Quebec and Neah Bay as Navy 
scheduling allows. 

The celebration kicks off at 9 a.m. Monday at the War 
Memorial with a flag raising. Navy events continue at 
Discovery World with tours of the Hurricane at Discovery 
World Pier from noon to 7 p.m. Thursday through Sunday, 
plus a free band concert at 7:30 p.m. Thursday and other 
events. 

A special "Field of Honor: A Salute to the Greatest 
Generation" event takes place Saturday at Miller Park with 
events that include re-enactors, a parachute jump by the Leap 
Frogs, a premiere screening of the film "Honor Flight" and a 
model of the "Pillars of Honor" World War II memorial. 
Programming begins in the parking lot at 3:30 p.m. 

On Saturday and Sunday, the Milwaukee Air & Water 
Show centered near Bradford Beach joins in, featuring the 
F22-Raptor demo team, JetSki stunt shows, the U.S. Air Force 
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T-38 Talon four ship formation and other performances. Water 
show performances begin at 9 a.m., followed by the sky 

action. Though the show is free, tickets for reserved seating 
are available at www.milwaukeeairshow.com. 
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38. U.S. Navy, Coast Guard And Canadian Navy Ships Head To Chicago 
(LAKE FOREST (IL) GAZEBO NEWS 05 AUG 12) 

CHICAGO – Ships of the U.S. Navy, U.S. Coast Guard, 
and Royal Canadian Navy are scheduled to visit Chicago as 
part of the Navy’s Commemoration of the Bicentennial of the 
War of 1812 and Navy Week, August 13-20. The week itself 
will be packed with family-friendly events and will coincide 
with Chicago Air and Water Show, August 18-19. 

Navy ships haven’t visited Chicago in more than a 
decade. Area residents will have a unique opportunity to learn 
about the War of 1812 and experience Chicago Navy Week 
and ships of the U.S. Navy, Coast Guard and Canadian Navy 
firsthand through a wide array of community events and 
outreach. 

Docked at Navy Pier, the coastal patrol ship USS 
Hurricane (PC-3), along with the Canadian coastal defense 
vessels HMCS Moncton (MM-708) and Summerside (MM-
711) will arrive in Chicago on Aug. 14. The frigate USS De 
Wert (FFG-45) also arrives on Aug. 14 and will be anchored 
in the Navy Pier harbor. The U.S. Coast Guard cutter Biscayne 
Bay arrives on Aug. 15. Tours aboard the ships will be open 
for public visitation. 

The War of 1812, also known as America’s second war 
for independence, is regarded by many as the conflict that 
started our country’s rise to global influence. From 1812 to 
1815, the United States fought to expand to the north and 
west, and to assert rights to trade freely with other countries, 

without interference from Britain’s Royal Navy ships on the 
high seas. America’s modern Navy and its role as a global 
maritime force are deeply rooted in the events of 1812 to 
1815. 

“The U.S. Navy is uniquely positioned to operate on, 
above and below the water and we’re excited to showcase our 
capabilities to the Chicago community during Navy Week,” 
said Rear Admiral Gregory M. Nosal, Commander, Carrier 
Strike Group Two. “America’s Navy is agile, flexible and 
deployed around the world to protect our nation’s freedom and 
interests every day.” 

Joining Rear Admiral Nosal in Chicago will be Vice 
Admiral Philip H. Cullom and Rear Admiral Michael H. 
Mittelman. The admirals and Sailors will engage with local 
corporate, civic and educational leaders throughout the week. 

Sailors from the Chicagoland area, the visiting ships, as 
well as local U.S. Marines and Coast Guardsmen will 
participate in many community service projects and activities, 
including a ship arrival ceremony at Navy Pier, diving 
demonstrations from the Navy Dive Team, Great Lakes Navy 
Band concerts, jumps by the “Leap Frogs” Navy Parachute 
Team, Navy Color Guard appearances, U.S. Navy Blue 
Angels performances during the Chicago Air and Water Show 
(August 18 and 19), and other activities. 
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39. Portsmouth Naval Shipyard Ups Security 
$6.2M gate intends to ward off threats 
(PORTSMOUTH (NH) HERALD 06 AUG 12) ... Deborah McDermott 

KITTERY, Maine — By this time next year, a new, $6.2 
million state-of-the-art entrance at Gate 2 of the Portsmouth 
Naval Shipyard will be complete. 

The new gate will include anti-terrorism and other 
protection measures intended to improve security at the 
shipyard. Gate 1, the primary gate at the yard, already 
incorporates many of these measures. 

Work on Gate 2 began earlier this summer, according to 
shipyard Public Affairs Officer Danna Eddy, and is scheduled 
to be completed in the spring of 2013, she said. 

Funding for the project was approved by Congress in 
Fiscal Year 2010 and may be one of the last earmarks for 
shipyard work. Soon after, Congressional earmarks were 
discouraged and the Navy began setting aside funding in its 
budget for infrastructure work at the shipyard. 

The new gate will replace the current, outmoded one, 
which has two lanes with a small guard house in between. It is 
simply built with a small canopy over the top of the lanes and 
guard house. 

The new structure will have three inbound lanes, 
including one for trucks, two outbound lanes and a 
significantly larger guard booth. 

"It was designed to blend into the surrounding community 
by incorporating common elements of the neighboring 

architecture," such as dormers and gable roof lines, Eddy said. 
The building materials and color selections were also made 
with the neighborhood in mind. 

Eddy said pedestrian access into the gate "will be 
integrated with the existing sidewalks in the area." 

These measures came out of discussions with the Kittery 
Planning Board. As a federal facility, the shipyard does not 
have to go through the local regulatory process, but shipyard 
officials met with planners nonetheless. 

Eddy declined to discuss specifics of the security 
measures that will be installed, saying that it is Navy policy 
not to talk about "details of physical security." 

Paul O'Connor, president of the Metal Trades Council at 
the shipyard, said the need for security to deter threats is clear. 

"What's that saying? 'You're no stronger than your 
weakest link,'" he said. "There are two ways on and off 
shipyard, and if one is secure and the other isn't, then what's 
the sense?" 

The old Gate 2 will remain open "to the greatest extent 
possible" throughout construction of the new gate, Eddy said. 
Regular hours of operation are from 5 to 7 a.m. and from 2:30 
to 5 p.m. Monday through Friday. Construction is being 
sequenced to allow for vehicle access during those hours, she 
said. 
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40. Edinburgh Tattoo Uses Music To Foster Partnerships 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 03 AUG 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Patrick Grieco, U.S. European Command Public 
Affairs 

EDINBURGH, Scotland -- Sailors assigned to 
Commander, U.S. Naval Forces Europe Band, joined 
international military and civilian musicians and dancers to 
perform in the Royal Edinburgh Military Tattoo outside 
Edinburgh castle, Aug. 2. 

The tattoo showcases music, dance, and displays from 
around the world and is played against the backdrop of the 
castle and gives the performers an opportunity to learn about 
each others culture. 

"This is like the Superbowl of tattoos," said Musician 1st 
Class Richard Bruns. "It's an honor to be here at the most 
famous and most well known tattoo in the world." 

The music's tone tells the Scottish history through the 
ages from the Pictish barbarians to the modern digital age and 
is conducted under the guidance of British Brig. Gen. David 
Allfrey, chief executive and producer. 

"I am thrilled with our international guests and as ever, 
the tattoo is proud to present some of the very best," said 
Allfrey. 

This year's tattoo was not the first time many participants 
played alongside American musicians. 

"When we were in Hong Kong last time for the 
international tattoo, we worked alongside your 7th Fleet band 
and it was absolutely fantastic," said British Royal Scottish 
Dragoons Guardsman Capt. Harry Braitwaite. "It is lovely to 
meet other service members from around the world and 
particularly our closest allies. It not only gives us perspective, 
but makes you feel as if you have friends all over the world." 

During the event, one Australian sailor recalled the lighter 
and friendlier side of the world's militaries. 

"When I first joined nine years ago, one of the best quotes 
I ever heard was that military bands are the frontlines of 
peacetime defense," said Australian Able Seaman Musician 
Ellen Zyla, with the Sydney Detachment of the Royal 
Australian navy band. "This event shows that even though 
there is a great deal going on in the world, we stand together 
and that our solidarity holds strong." 

Solidarity and strength rang true for many of the members 
including His Majesty the King of Norway's Guards Band and 
Drill Team that found strength in the music. 

"I think music is powerful," said Norweigen 1st Lt. Gir 
Toege. "You can be from America, Germany or Norway and 
yet still have the same music and a common marching style; 
it's a truly worldwide language." 

While all the military musicians may not speak the same 
language, they all can understand and play the same music. 

"It's very easy to bring these people together, put a sheet 
of music in front of musicians who can't otherwise 
communicate and instantly they're working together to make a 
product everyone can understand," said Ensign Christopher 
Cornette, U.S. Naval Forces Europe Band. 

Understanding carries over to many of the Edinburgh 
tattoo participants showing the world the possibility for 
military and civilian interaction across borders. 

"I served about a year with the U.S. Naval Forces Europe 
Band," said Musician Laura White with the Royal Marines 
Band Service. "I travelled over to Italy and I learned a great 
deal from the Navy band. Honestly, when we stand up there 
and perform, we're all mixed together and we become one 
unit. Music is the same language and by talking with each 
other here we're building bonds between our nations." 

Edinburgh tattoo affords musicians several rehearsal days 
in advance to make everyone a cohesive and precise unit. 

"Most tattoos only have about a day or half a day for 
rehearsal," said Ensign Cornette. "It's important that we have 
this time together so we can iron out those little differences 
and create the one unified vision you'll see in the show." 

The organizers of the tattoo want to ensure the show is 
perfect and flawless before audiences come out to attend. 

"Sometimes with tattoos if you only have a day or half-a-
day to rehearse you can still have little bumps or mistakes 
during show time," said Cornette. "With this much preparation 
time in advance, the instant we put on the first official 
performance it's going to be spot on perfect." 

The first tattoo was the Army in Scotland's contribution to 
Edinburgh's international festivals. Today, the tattoo is an 
international extravaganza, over time bringing together more 
than 40,000 performers from over 46 countries. 
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NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
41. Biden Vows To Protect Care For Veterans 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 06 AUG 12) ... Michelle Rindels 

LAS VEGAS -- Seeking to allay concern about looming 
cuts to defense spending, Vice President Joe Biden told 
veterans Saturday that their benefits will be protected, even as 
he derided lawmakers from both parties for much talk and 
little action on a deal to avert the cuts. 

Biden said President Barack Obama is "committed to the 
core" to taking care of service members returning from war. 
He accused members of Congress of playing political 
"brinksmanship" with the nation's security. 

"Look, we're going to get through this, in my view, but 
this is a hell of a way to do business," Biden said. "We owe 
our military more certainty." 

Addressing the Disabled American Veterans' national 
convention, Biden reminded veterans that their medical care 
was exempted from automatic cuts due to hit military and 
domestic programs on Jan. 2. He also said the Obama 
administration has increased funding to veterans by 30 
percent, and promised to end a massive backlog of disability 
claims by 2015. 
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An estimated 4,000 people are attending the convention at 
Bally's Hotel in Las Vegas to discuss issues such as mental 
health care for returning veterans and the backlog of Veterans 
Affairs disability claims. 

Touching on a central theme of Obama's re-election 
campaign, Biden urged higher taxes on the rich, and said 
politicians should take a cue from veterans in setting tax 
policy. 

"We can all take a page from your book — a sense of 
shared sacrifice and the understanding that all of us, all of us 
have to do our part," Biden told the gathering at Bally's Hotel 
in Las Vegas. 

Biden's visit came a day after Republican presidential 
candidate Mitt Romney campaigned in North Las Vegas. Both 

candidates are competing fiercely for Nevada's six electoral 
votes ahead of the November election. 

Danny Pagan, a retired, 28-year Army veteran from 
Conyers, Georgia, said he was impressed by the speech and 
said he's seen Obama policies helping veterans firsthand. 

"The president is doing what he said he's doing for 
veterans and that's what it's all about," Pagan said. 

Stacy Tuck, a Disabled American Veterans member from 
Kaysville, Utah, said the administration has "stepped up" to 
help veterans, but was more skeptical about Biden's broad 
promises. 

"People tell you what you want to hear," she said. 
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42. Vets' Unemployment Rate Improves Again In July 
(MILITARY TIMES 03 AUG 12) ... Patricia Kime 

The job outlook for Iraq and Afghanistan veterans 
continues to brighten as the unemployment rate for the group 
fell for the sixth month in a row. 

The unemployment rate for veterans who entered service 
after Sept. 11, 2001, fell to 8.9 percent in July, down from 9.5 
percent the previous month and from 12.4 percent in July 
2011, according to the latest monthly employment report 
released Friday by the Labor Department’s Bureau of Labor 
Statistics. 

Veterans of all generations also saw a sharp drop in their 
unemployment rate: the overall veterans’ jobless rate was 6.9 
percent, down from 7.4 percent in June and 8.6 percent a year 
ago. 

The national unemployment rate remained almost 
unchanged at 8.3 percent, up a tick from 8.2 percent in June. 

But the economy added roughly 163,000 payroll jobs in 
July, more than twice the amount it added in June. 

The drop in unemployment for veterans comes as 
corporations such as Goodyear, as well as the rail and mining 

industries, have pledged to hire veterans. The federal 
government also continues its push to expand opportunities for 
former service members. 

The Health and Human Services Department announced 
Thursday a $2.3 million grant program to train physician 
assistants and help veterans transition from military to civilian 
PA jobs when they leave the service. The funds were awarded 
to 12 institutions to support educational programs to train PAs. 

And on Wednesday, Interior Secretary Ken Salazar and 
Lt. Gen. Jeffrey Talley, chief of the Army Reserve, signed an 
agreement to broaden job opportunities for reservists in the 
nation’s parks and outdoor spaces managed by Interior. 

House Veterans’ Affairs Committee Chairman Rep. Jeff 
Miller, R-Fla., said Thursday he will also push for extension 
of tax credits for companies who hire veterans. The incentives 
are set to expire at the end of the year. 

“I think it will be easy to extend them,” Miller told 
Bloomberg News. 
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43. Cold War Destroyer Passes Through Downtown Detroit 
(DETROIT NEWS 05 AUG 12) 

A 418-foot destroyer that served during the height of the 
Cold War passed downtown Detroit this evening on its way to 
Saginaw Bay. 

The USS Edson passed Joe Louis Arena about 6:45 p.m. 
en route to becoming the centerpiece of the Saginaw Valley 
Naval Ship Museum, where it's expected to arrive around 
noon Monday. 

A cannon was to have been fired at the fort as the ship 
passed Fort Wayne, in honor of the ship's service. 

The USS Edson, which was launched in 1958 and is 
named after Marine General Merritt Austin Edson, served 

during the Cold War and the Vietnam War. It was 
decommissioned in 1988 and has been in New York. 

The Navy announced in April it was donating the ship to 
the Saginaw Valley Naval Ship Museum. 

It'll be established as the centerpiece of the floating ship 
museum on the Saginaw River, near the Independence Park 
Boat Launch in Bangor Township. 

The ship left Philadelphia on July 18 and is expected to 
reach Bay County on Monday after a journey of nearly 2,500 
miles. 
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44. Truman Sailor's Daughter Competes In Olympics 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 04 AUG 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist Seaman Taylor DiMartino, USS Harry S. Truman Public 
Affairs 

ATLANTIC OCEAN -- With this year's Olympics in full 
swing, Sailors aboard the aircraft carrier USS Harry S. 
Truman (CVN 75) are rooting for Team USA, but one is 
cheering for Turkey as well. 

A USS Harry S. Truman family member is competing in 
the 2012 Summer Olympics in London through Aug. 12. 

Twenty-two-year-old Quanitra Hollingworth, daughter of 
Chief Aviation Support Equipment Technician (AW/SW) 
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Marvin J. Pelzer, leading chief petty officer for Truman's 
safety department, is currently in London playing for Turkey's 
Olympic basketball team. 

"I really don't have the words for it," said Pelzer. "It's 
even more than pride. When your child has surpassed every 
one of your expectations, the feeling is much bigger." 

The oldest of three siblings, Hollingworth aspired to play 
basketball after watching Pelzer and her mother play. She 
joined a recreational league in Chesapeake, Va., at the age of 
nine. 

Through years of practice, Hollingworth's skills continued 
to improve. Pelzer recalled his daughter's initial venture into 
the game as a humbling experience for her. 

"She was horrible her first year," said Pelzer. "She didn't 
have a clue how to play, but she had the advantage of being 
taller than the average nine or 10 year old, and through her 
passion for the sport, she strived to be better." 

Honing her skills on the court, Hollingworth eventually 
played for Virginia Commonwealth University (VCU), in 
Richmond, where she chose a full academic scholarship over 
the athletic scholarship she was also granted. Hollingworth 
was 19 years old when she was drafted by the Minnesota Lynx 
into the WNBA. 

More recently, Hollingworth played in the European 
Basketball League. During her time overseas, Turkey 
recognized her talent and offered her citizenship and a spot on 
the Olympic team. 

"Being in the Olympics is just another chapter in her life," 
said Pelzer. "She is still challenging herself to be a better 
teammate, even as she strives to bring home the gold medal. 
She is a very humble person; she doesn't overreact and takes 
everything in stride. Sometimes it's like she needs to be 
reminded that she's in the Olympics, especially when she is 
focused on the game itself." 

Pelzer believes if his daughter's team wins gold, her first 
priority will be to give back to the community by providing 
guidance to young men and women. 

"She has accomplished so much at such a young age," 
said Pelzer. "She is the type of person who would use her 
unique experience and recognition to help others. She'd 
educate and motivate them to be successful. She already acts 
as a role model through her non-profit organization, 'At Your 
Best,' which is designed to inspire children to achieve their 
goals." 

Pelzer said his admiration of his daughter has taught him 
much about being a parent. 

"There are a lot of challenges to being a Sailor, but you 
must devote time to your family," said Pelzer. "Support your 
children in their endeavors and always be their advocate. Give 
them the opportunity to be who they want to be while still 
being their positive guidance. It's a beautiful thing to see one 
of your children become successful; however, success 
shouldn't be measured on how many people know their name, 
but rather on what they do and how well they do it." 
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45. Week In Review Jul. 28, 2012 – Aug. 03, 2012 
(YOUTUBE 03 AUG 12) ... U.S. Navy 

Welcome to this week's U.S. Navy multimedia production 
featuring selected images from around the fleet received 
during the week of Jul. 28, 2012 – Aug. 03, 2012. 

The images represent the work of the many naval 
photographers deployed worldwide and submitted to Navy 
Visual News Service. For access to more than 100,000 high 
resolution photos visit: 
    http://www.navy.mil/view_photos_top.asp  and 
http://www.flickr.com/photos/usnavy/    .                                 

View U.S. Navy YouTube Channel 

View Pacific Partnership YouTube Channel 
View RIMPAC 2012 YouTube Channel 
View Clip (RT: 2:04) 
Broadcast Clip - 7 in :70 (Aug. 03, 2012) 
(YOUTUBE 03 AUG 12) U.S. Pacific Fleet 
A quick look at events and issues from the past week 

around Pacific Fleet making headlines at 
http://www.cpf.navy.mil. 

View Clip (RT: 1:10) 

Return to Index 
 
 

OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
46. In Defense Of Energy 
(DEFENSE NEWS 05 AUG 12) ... Jeffrey M. Voth 

Energy security has become a strategic as well as an 
operational imperative for U.S. national security. As tensions 
continue to escalate with Iran over the Strait of Hormuz, it has 
become increasingly clear that the U.S. military urgently 
requires new approaches and innovative technologies to 
improve fuel efficiency, increase endurance, enhance 
operational flexibility and support a forward presence for 
allied forces while reducing the vulnerability inherent in a 
long supply-line tether. 

Assured access to reliable and sustainable supplies of 
energy is central to the military’s ability to meet operational 
requirements globally, whether keeping the seas safe of pirates 
off the coast of Africa, providing humanitarian assistance in 

the wake of natural disasters in the Pacific or supporting 
counterterrorism missions in the Middle East. 

From both a strategic and an operational perspective, the 
call to action is clear. Rapid employment of energy-efficient 
technologies and smarter systems will be required to transform 
the military’s energy-security posture while meeting the 
increasing electric power demands of combat. As outlined in 
an Oct. 18 speech by Gen. Martin Dempsey, chairman of the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff, “Without improving our energy security, 
we are not merely standing still as a military or as a nation, we 
are falling behind.” 

Extremely volatile oil prices and the high cost of 
providing the persistent maritime presence required to ensure 
access to foreign fuel supplies present significant challenges 
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for deployed U.S. forces. Between 2003 and 2009, the global 
oil market experienced its greatest volatility in decades. Oil 
prices reached a high of more than $147 per barrel in July 
2008, averaged the second-highest level on record in 2011 and 
consistently broke the $100 per barrel barrier throughout the 
first half of 2012. 

Continued volatility in fuel prices exacerbates the fiscal 
challenges faced by the Defense Department, which spends 
$20 billion for 135 million barrels of fuel consumed annually 
— making it the largest industrial energy consumer in the 
world. 

Recent economic studies sponsored by Princeton 
University’s Oil, Energy and the Middle East program have 
estimated the costs of force projection in the Persian Gulf, 
including the cost for the U.S. Navy to maintain a carrier 
battle group in the region, at nearly $7 trillion over the next 30 
years — approximately half of the current U.S. national debt. 

In fact, operations in the gulf region represent only a 
fraction of the burden of maintaining energy security, as our 
military provides a persistent presence far beyond the Middle 
East, supporting global oil trade and maritime commerce for 
millions of barrels consumed each day. 

To keep pace with the evolution of energy as a national 
security issue, more emphasis will be needed on operational 
energy efficiency, including providing the Defense 
Department additional resources for operational energy plans 
and programs. Recent progress, including an agreement from 
the department’s Joint Requirements Oversight Council to 
selectively apply energy efficiency as a key performance 
parameter, will not be sufficient to provide energy security for 
the current U.S. force structure. Aggressive policies 
mandating energy-efficiency considerations, consistent with 
mission needs, will need to be established. 

In addition, operational energy requirements will need to 
be embedded into the full spectrum of acquisition-policy 
instructions and balanced with mission-capabilities 
requirements. 

Energy-security challenges must drive transformation 
throughout the Defense Department. Our military forces must 
be able to quickly incorporate new mission capabilities that 
require increased electric-power demand. The challenges of 
technology development and system integration increase with 
the need to reduce fuel consumption, balance mission 
requirements and increase available electrical power. 

Nonetheless, innovative, energy-efficient technologies 
will have to be adopted to transform our military’s energy 
posture. While energy-efficiency gains, often referred to as the 
fifth fuel, provide a fundamental first step, department-wide 
transformation will also require the adoption of renewable 
energy sources. 

Beginning with the clear vision of an energy-secure force 
and cultural changes adopted by operational commanders, our 
military is beginning to embrace energy as a strategic 
resource. The Defense Department will need to extend 
strategic technology partnerships throughout the federal 
government and academia, as well as with allied nations, 
including agreements with the newly established Advanced 
Research Projects Agency-Energy within the U.S. Department 
of Energy. 

Finally, aggressive legislative, acquisition and operational 
energy-security mandates will need to be enforced to support 
the Defense Department’s broader transformational objectives. 

Jeffrey M. Voth, president of Herren Associates, 
Washington, where he leads a team of consultants advising the 
federal government on issues of national security, energy and 
environment, health care and critical information technology 
infrastructure. 
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47. Russia Must Switch Course On Syria 
Kofi Annan's resignation sends a clear message to Moscow 
(FINANCIAL TIMES (UK) 03 AUG 12) ... Editorial 

Bashar al-Assad must step down as leader of Syria. To the 
outsider that might sound like a simple statement of the 
obvious. But, in the delicate world of international diplomacy, 
it is still a strikingly bold statement to come from a senior UN 
official. 

Indeed it is telling that, only on the day that he resigned as 
UN special envoy for Syria, has Kofi Annan felt able to write 
(in this newspaper) that: “President Assad must leave office.” 

When the UN Security Council is divided, the world body 
cannot take an independent position on the legitimacy of a 
government. The problem therefore lies not in the UN itself, 
but in the continued intransigence of Russia, China and Iran. 
The position of Russia – the Assad regime’s main 
international protector and a permanent member of the 
Security Council – is particularly crucial. 

President Vladimir Putin has been reluctant to engage 
with western leaders on Syria. But Mr. Putin has now been 
lured out of the Kremlin for a visit to London – although the 
main draw seems to have been the promise of a free ticket to 
the judo at the Olympics, rather than the pleasure of discussing 
international affairs with David Cameron. 

However, the presence of the Russian leader in London 
provides an opportunity to see if that well-worn phrase – “the 
international community” – can be endowed with real 
meaning. For it is in the interests of all the major powers with 
a stake in the region, including Russia, for Mr. Assad to go. 

The reasons for this are both moral and pragmatic. The 
Assad regime is now so steeped in the blood of its own people 
that it has long ago lost the legitimacy to govern. Even the 
Russian and Chinese governments – deeply wary, as they are 
of intervention on humanitarian grounds – accept that there are 
limits to the brutality a country’s leadership can inflict on its 
own people. By signing up to the international doctrine of a 
UN “responsibility to protect” people from mass atrocities, 
Russia and China have already accepted this principle – at 
least in theory. 

Even if the humanitarian arguments leave President Putin 
cold – and one suspects that they do – Russia has a pragmatic 
interest in seeing President Assad step down. It is this case 
that Britain and other western powers must now make to Mr. 
Putin. 

Syria is in the grip of a civil war. If the state fractures into 
ethnic enclaves – as it well might – it could turn into a rerun of 
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the Lebanese civil war. And yet the stakes in Syria are even 
higher. The Assad regime is known to be in possession of 
large quantities of chemical and biological weapons. Jihadists, 
linked to al-Qaeda, are active in the conflict. A civil war in 
Syria could also eventually draw in Turkey, Iran, Israel and 

the Gulf states – turning it into a genuine regional 
conflagration. 

The departure of President Assad will not mitigate all of 
these risks. But it is an indispensable starting point for ending 
the bloodshed in Syria, and reaching a new political 
compromise. 
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48. The West Is Lowering The Sea Barrier: Russian Seamen Are Being Barred From Going Where They 
Want 

Russia Lacking Warships To Protect its Commercial Vessels 
(MOSCOW NEZAVISIMOYE VOYENNOYE OBOZRENIYE 03 AUG 12) ... Vladimir Gundarov 

On 28 July the Russian Foreign Ministry website carried 
the comments of Aleksandr Lukashevich, director of the 
department of information and press of the Russian foreign-
policy department, on the decision of the EU Council on 
additional sanctions against Syria. "We do not intend to take 
any part in activities in execution of the decisions of the EU 
directed against Syria, we will not, included, consider appeals 
or consent to an examination of vessels flying the Russian 
flag, as, equally, to the employment of some restrictive 
measures against them," the official Russian Foreign Ministry 
spokesman said. 

It is possible that this statement will force some ship-
owners to revise their business plans and conclude that it is 
more beneficial for them to return their vessels to the Russian 
flag and to work with Russian, not foreign, operators and 
underwriters. The recent saga involving the Russian multi-
purpose dry-cargo vessel Alaed showed that it is beneficial for 
the captain to keep a flag of "convenience" until the first 
police officer shows up, as they say.The British authorities had 
only to conjecture that the Alaed was transporting cargo in 
violation of the EU sanctions against the Syrian regime for the 
British Standard Club underwriter to revoke the vessel's 
insurance, and for the Alaed's commercial operator--the 
Danish United Nordic Shipping company--to express 
"immense" regret that it entirely recently had relations with 
the Femco group of companies, to which the Alaed belongs. 

Nor did the flag of Curacao--an island state which is part 
of the Kingdom of the Netherlands--help the captain avoid a 
row over the compulsory change of course of the vessel, about 
which our paper wrote (see NVO No 21 of 29 June 2012). 

Delicate Missions Of Dry-Cargo Vessels 
The Navy flag and the flag of the USSR, under which 

commercial vessels sailed, were always alongside each other 
in all fairways, demonstrating our country's ocean presence. 
Those that today commission commercial vessels for delicate 
missions far from Russia's territorial waters obviously proceed 
on this basis also. The problem only is that in the age of the 
internet, cell-phone communications, and global navigation 
systems it is hard to ensure the secrecy and concealment of 
such missions. Information was known by practically 
everyone about the Alaed also immediately after it had set sail. 

Thoughts about the nature of the missions of commercial 
vessels are prompted by inexplicable, and for this reason 
mysterious, facts. For example, en route from Nakhodka to St 
Petersburg the aforementioned Alaed mysteriously 
disappeared for the period from 2 May through 4 June. No one 
can explain where it was since the vessel's automatic 
identification system had been turned off. 

It is very reminiscent of another, no less mysterious, case 
of the alleged capture by pirates of the timber freighter Arctic 
Sea with a Russian crew in the Atlantic in the summer of 
2009. The timber carrier was heading for Gibraltar, but 
unexpectedly vanished from the information space, the 
identification system had been turned off. 

Many days later someone somewhere miraculously found 
the Arctic Sea, and the crew members with Russian 
citizenship were safely taken to the port of registration of 
Arkhangelsk, a written undertaking not to divulge the events 
connected with the seizure of the vessel having preliminarily 
been taken from them. This business has remained shrouded in 
obscurity. 

Today the captains of commercial vessels without the 
cover of Navy ships are forced to operate at their own risk, 
this is why our vessels are becoming trophy for sea pirates and 
being subjected to detention and humiliating examinations, 
which are in form reminiscent of a piratical seizure. 

Examination In The Pas De Calais 
This is how this happened with the motorship Kapitan 

Abakumov, for example. 
From the statement of the vessel's captain Vadim Lisovets 

posted on the website of the All-Russia Fleet Support 
Movement. 

On 18 Oct ober 2010 the motorship Kapitan Abakumov, 
flying the Russian flag and under my command, managed by 
the St Petersburg-registered SK Orion limited-liability 
company, was traveling from the port of Porto-Empedocle 
(Italy) to the port of Holbaek (Denmark) with a cargo of 5,290 
tons of rock salt. 

At 1140 hours Moscow time, in the area of operation of 
the French Gris Nez (Pas de Calais Strait) traffic-control point 
under navigationally adverse and crowded conditions (in a 
one-way traffic area), the motorship was halted by a military 
vessel of the French coastguard on the pretext of a customs 
examination on the grounds of French legislation. A rule of 
Code des Jovanes Francais, c. 44, Bis. The inspection was 
performed by the subdivision Direction Regionale Garde. 
Cote. Address: 21 Avenue Georges Gizet BP 13, 76380 
Canteleu, ph: 02 32 83 21 30, fax: 02 32 83 21 46. 

Despite the protest I lodged on the VHF station about a 
violation of the rules of the transit of international straits and 
navigation on the high seas, I was rebuffed and received a 
command from the naval combatant of French coastguard 
forces DF-P1 to reduce speed to five knots and admit on board 
a team of persons for a customs inspection of the motorship 
and its cargo. 

A seven-man team boarded the vessel at 1200 hours 
Moscow time. Ascending to the bridge, the senior officer of 
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the team showed the ID of French Customs, Team Control 
Agent No 50542. He asked to be shown the following papers: 
1) muster role; 2) list of sea stock; 3) list of personal sea stock 
of the command; 4) list of the last 10 ports of call; 5) the 
vessel's characteristics; 6) the plan of living spaces of the 
vessel; 7) the freight manifest. 

But only the papers numbered 1, 2, 4, and 5 were taken. 
The other documents went unclaimed. The senior officer of 
the team said that they had to examine the vessel's spaces and 
the cargo to look for a large quantity of undeclared cigarettes 
and drugs. All the living and work spaces and the forecastle 
and also engine room were examined with an escort of 
representatives of the ship administration. The deckhead and 
bulkhead were partially exposed. In violation of all human 
rights and human dignity, all cupboards, drawers, and personal 
bags and effects were inspected. 

The examination (effectually, search) was conducted in a 
crude and slighting form in regard to members of the crew of 
the motorship and the escorting representatives of the 
motorship administration. The examination was performed by 
people clothed in dirty coveralls and wearing rubber gloves. 
Following the examination of the waste baskets in the cabins, 
they conducted, not changing their gloves, an examination of 
personal effects, bags, cupboards, drawers, and beds, 
overturning the mattresses and bed linen. The spaces for the 
storage of foodstuffs and the mess were examined in this same 
clothing and same gloves in violation of all rules of hygiene 
and public health. 

The examination of the cargo and the documents of title 
was dropped. The pretext for halting the motorship was thus 
unwarranted. It came down to a banal search in the quest for a 
large quantity of cigarettes and drugs. The panels of the 
electrical equipment and the automation facilities of the vessel 
were opened up in the process of the search without the 
permission of the members of the crew present in violation of 
the international code for the security of vessels and port 
facilities. The work spaces, which are marked "Restricted 
Access," in accordance with the vessel's safety plan, were 
opened also. They were all opened by different master keys 
that they had to hand. As a result, the emergency automated-
equipment switchboard of the carbon-dioxide fire-extinguisher 
system control station was opened. At 1330 hours Moscow 
time the supply of fuel to the main engines was blocked and 
the air supply for the operation of the engine-boost turbines 
was turned off. The main engines were halted, and the 
motorship lost motion and handling ability and went out of 
control, and a hazardous situation in inte rnational waters 
under crowded navigating conditions and with intensive ship 
traffic was hereby created. 

The incident was communicated to the ship traffic control 
post in the Pas de Calais Strait. Thanks to the professional and 
timely actions of the crew, control over the handling of the 
motorship was quickly restored and catastrophic consequences 
were avoided. 

Following the incident on board the motorship through 
the fault of the inspectors, they, evidently knowing this, at 
1335 hours terminated the examination and at 1345 hours 
Moscow time they left the ship, not having found anything 
criminal and not having apologized, and left no documented 
confirmation of the action. 

Such vessel searches are permitted only when motorships 
are at anchor in ports by the authorities of the country of call 

through so-called black customs and only in respect to 
motorships of countries that are potentially criminally 
dangerous. 

The incident made a heavy impression on the morale of 
the members of the crew of the motorship. "In view of passing 
vessels flying flags of all countries in the light of day in 
international waters a motorship flying the flag of Russia was 
for two hours five minutes under the guns of a French 
warship, moral damage was hereby done to the honor, dignity, 
and prestige of the flag of Russia," Captain Vadim Lisovets 
said in a protest at sea. 

The Kapitan Abakumov has since November 2010 been 
sailing under the Panamanian flag. It cannot, of course, protect 
the property of the shipowner on the high seas but it affords a 
mass of small, but pleasant, economic preferences. 

We Are Being Paid No Heed 
Incidents involving our vessels outside of Russia's 

territorial waters occur more often than the ordinary individual 
might imagine. Sixty-three Russian vessels sailing under the 
flags of various states were detained in the first six months of 
2012. One refrigerator ship, two ore carriers, and eight dry-
cargo ships--11 vessels altogether--were sailing under flags of 
Russia. But they also were detained. One each by the 
authorities of Britain, Italy, and Japan, the other eight vessels, 
by the Chinese authorities. 

The reasons for the detention and examinations vary. But 
it may be maintained with certainty that their number could 
have been smaller had a warship flying the St Andrew Flag 
been alongside the commercial vessel. 

It is unflaggingly reiterated at all levels that Russia is a 
sea power (some even add the word "great"). In terms of 
length of coastline, so it is. But in terms of the quantity and 
technical condition of the inventory of ships we are being 
overtaken by many countries which do not consider 
themselves sea powers. In the Black Sea and the Baltic the 
correlation of ships--ours and foreign--has returned almost to 
the state of pre-Petrine times. And the incorporation of the 
fleets in land military districts means that the Navy now 
performs assignments only in the interests of the ground troop 
contingents and forces, the far maritime zone is to be 
forgotten. 

In the 1970s-1980s Navy ships were permanently based in 
Conakry (Guinea), Luanda (Angola), Aden and on the island 
of Socotra (Yemen), in [Nokra] (Ethiopia), Berbera (Somalia) 
Cam Ranh (Vietnam), Cienfuegos (Cuba), and at other points 
of the globe far from the Soviet Union. The 8th (Indian) 
Operational Squadron (OpEsk) of the Pacific Fleet ensured the 
safety of Soviet tankers and dry-cargo ships in the Gulf of 
Oman and the Persian Gulf. The squadron was composed of 
more than 20 warships and support vessels, in addition, patrol 
ships and seagoing minesweepers were sent to reinforce it 
from the Black Sea Fleet. The 5th (Mediterranean) OpEsk 
composed of six task forces controlled the entire 
Mediterranean and adjacent areas. And there were in addition 
the 7th (Atlantic)--for the North Atlantic theater--and the 10th-
-for the Pacific theater--and many others. 

But the ships were cut up for scrap, the squadrons were 
reduced to divisions, and the divisions, to brigades. And naval 
bases and logistic-support stations in distant countries were no 
longer needed. Merely the station in Syria's Tartus, where 
about 50 seamen serve, was retained. With the fall of the al-
Assad regime, we will be abandoning Tartus also, possibly. 
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At the start of last year the Navy Main Staff launched in 
the news media disinformation on an alleged plan to form by 
2013 a far-zone command for operations in the Indian Ocean 
included, for the protection of shipping against sea pirates. 
"The new operational squadron will permanently tackle 
assignments in support of the safety of Russian commercial 
shipping and of the fight against sea piracy in the area of the 
Horn of Africa," an Interfax Navy Main Staff source observed. 

But even three first-rate ships for the performance of this 
mission could not be mustered throughout the Black Sea Fleet. 

So we will have to wait a further 30 years or so more for this 
squadron. But in this case it is hardly likely that U.S. and 
NATO seamen will be paying heed to the formidable warning 
of Russia's of that we will not consent to the examination of 
vessels flying the Russian flag. Unfortunately, nor will anyone 
be seeking our consent, to which the incidents involving 
Alaed, Arctic Sea, Kapitan Abakumov, and other vessels 
testify. Russia lacks the warships that might "convey" our 
warning at sea to other countries. 

This article was originally published in Russian. 
Return to Index 
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This Week in the War of 1812: 
On Feb. 8, 1812, President James Madison purchased the Henry Letters by John Henry for $50,000.  The 
letters stated that the British government operating in Canada had employed Henry to persuade the New 
England states to leave the United States and join Canada. The letters were fraudulent and successfully 
deceived the President and United State Congress, increasing tensions with Great Britain. For more 
information on the War of 1812, visit hhttttpp::////wwwwww..oouurrffllaaggwwaassssttiilllltthheerree..oorrgg// 
  
TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Marine Expeditionary Unit Possible In Australia 
(MARINE CORPS TIMES 05 FEB 12) ... Dan Lamothe 

ABOARD THE AMPHIBIOUS ASSAULT SHIP WASP — The Navy’s top officer raised the possibility Saturday of a Marine 
expeditionary unit deploying to Australia on a rotational basis as part of a new agreement reached between the Pacific nation and the 
U.S. 

 
2. Enterprise Prepares For Final Deployment  
Launch, Rescue Drills Ready Carrier Group For Middle East Duty 
(NAVY TIMES 13 FEB 12) ... Joshua Stewart 

ABOARD THE AIRCRAFT CARRIER ENTERPRISE — Capt. William Hamilton stands on the footrest of his chair on the 
bridge, looking through a window and down at the flight deck below. A mechanical pencil, a notebook and an iPod Touch with a 
stopwatch program are all within arm’s reach. 

 
3. U.S. Navy Here To Talk Biofuels 
(UNIVERSITY OF QUEENSLAND (AUS) 06 FEB 12) 

The United States Navy's Director for Operational Energy today visited The University of Queensland for discussions on UQ's 
world-leading biofuels research.  

 
4. SECNAV Names 2012 Outstanding Food Service Ney Award Winners 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 05 FEB 12) ... Debbie Dortch, Naval Supply Systems Command Corporate Communications 

MECHANICSBURG, Pa. -- Secretary of the Navy Ray Mabus announced the 2012 winners of the Navy Captain Edward F. Ney 
Memorial Awards for outstanding food service Feb. 3. 

 

CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
5. Fleet Surgical Team 6 Joins Wasp For Bold Alligator 2012 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 05 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist Seaman Caleb J. Cooper, USS Wasp Public Affairs 

Fleet Surgical Team (FST) 6 is currently underway with the medical team aboard USS Wasp (LHD 1) in support of Exercise Bold 
Alligator 2012. 

 
6. Bold Alligator 2012 
(YOUTUBE 03 FEB 12) ... U.S. Navy 

Exercise Bold Alligator 2012, the largest amphibious exercise in the past 10 years, represents the Navy and Marine Corps' 
revitalization of the full range of amphibious operations. The exercise focuses on today's fight with today's forces, while showcasing 
the advantages of seabasing. The exercise will take place Jan. 30 through Feb. 12, 2012 afloat and ashore in and around Virginia and 
North Carolina.  
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7. House Committee Leaders Visit USS Enterprise 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 05 FEB 12) ... Navy Petty Officer 2nd Class Kristin L. Grover, Enterprise Carrier Strike 
Group Public Affairs 

USS ENTERPRISE AT SEA – House Armed Services Committee Chairman Rep. Howard P. “Buck” McKeon of California, 
Vice Chairman Rep. William “Mac” Thornberry of Texas and Navy Adm. Kirkland Donald, director of naval nuclear propulsion, 
arrived aboard the aircraft carrier USS Enterprise today as the ship was underway in the Atlantic Ocean. 

 
8. USS New Mexico In Training Exercise 
(ALBUQUERQUE JOURNAL 04 FEB 12) 

The state’s namesake nuclear submarine, USS New Mexico, has been playing cat-and-mouse with the Royal Navy’s newest fast-
attack sub in the Atlantic in a joint exercise designed to give crews of both boats real-world training. 

 
9. VMA-542, 231 Land Aboard USS Kearsarge 
(DVIDS 03 FEB 12) ... Lance Cpl Scott L. Tamaszycki 

ABOARD USS KEARSARGE, At Sea – Marine air ground task forces carry airpower with them wherever they go, be it a full 
scale Marine Expeditionary Force or a smaller Marine Expeditionary Unit.  

 
10. ESG-2, 2nd MEB Congratulate Bataan Sailors, Marines 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 05 FEB 12) ... Bataan Amphibious Readiness Group Public Affairs 

ATLANTIC OCEAN -- Sailors and Marines assigned to the Bataan Amphibious Ready Group (BATARG) and 22nd Marine 
Expeditionary Unit (MEU) received a visit from the commmander of Expeditionary Strike Group (ESG) 2 and commanding general of 
2nd Marine Expeditionary Brigade Feb. 3. 

 
11. Abraham Lincoln Wins 2012 Ney Award for Supply Excellence 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 05 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist Sean R. Hillier, USS Abraham Lincoln Public Affairs 

USS ABRAHAM LINCOLN, At Sea -- The Nimitz-class aircraft carrier USS Abraham Lincoln (CVN 72) received the 2012 
Edward F. Ney Memorial Award for outstanding food service for the category of aircraft carriers Feb. 3.  

 
12. Pilots Return From 10-Month Deployment 
(JACKSONVILLE DAILY NEWS 03 FEB 12) ... Drew C. Wilson  

Pilots returning to Cherry Point from a 10-month deployment said the real heroes were the families they left behind. 
 

13. Night Furies Integrate as Multi-Purpose Air Wing Aboard James E. Williams 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 05 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Daniel J. Meshel, Enterprise Carrier Strike Group 
Public Affairs 

USS JAMES E. WILLIAMS, At Sea -- The Night Furies of Helicopter Anti-Submarine Squadron Light (HSL) 42, Det. 10 
assisted the Enterprise Carrier Strike Group throughout a composite training unit exercise (COMPTUEX) by participating in 
numerous exercises Feb. 2. 

 
14. Army, Navy Ships Take Part In Tokyo Evacuation Drill 
(STARS AND STRIPES 03 FEB 12) ... Erik Slavin 

YOKOSUKA NAVAL BASE, Japan — Army and Navy ships evacuated Japanese government employees from a Tokyo dock 
Friday as part of a massive citywide emergency drill. 

 
15. USS Simpson Concludes Visit to Casablanca 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 03 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Felicito Rustique, Navy Public Affairs Support 
Element-East Detachment Europe 

CASABLANCA, Morocco -- Guided-missile frigate USS Simpson (FFG 56) and senior staff members from U.S. Naval Forces 
Europe-Africa concluded a three-day port visit of training, band engagements, and senior staff talks in Casablanca Feb. 2. 

 
16. ROK, U.S. Navy Control Airspace With AIC Training 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 03 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class AW/EXW Travis Simmons, Commander, U.S. 
Naval Forces Korea  

BUSAN, Republic of Korea -- Two U.S. Sailors got underway with the Republic of Korea (ROK) Navy aboard ROKS Sejong the 
Great (DDG 991) for two days of Air Intercept Control (AIC) live-training evolutions in the East Sea, Jan. 31.  
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17. The 5th Fleet: Inside The U.S. Armada That Will Check Iran  
(ALGEMEINER 03 FEB 12) ... Lakkana Nanayakkara 

The United States Fifth Fleet is currently responsible for naval operations in the Persian Gulf, Red Sea, and Arabian Sea, 
following a long line of U.S. naval operations in the Middle East. 

 
18. LCS Freedom Suffers Leak While Underway 
(NAVY TIMES 03 FEB 12) ... Christopher P. Cavas 

The littoral combat ship Freedom suffered minor flooding while underway off Southern California on Wednesday night, the Navy 
said Friday. 

 

GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
19. Israel Is Not Preparing Iran Attack, Obama Says 
(NEW YORK TIMES 06 FEB 12) ... Scott Shane 

President Obama said Sunday that he did not believe Israel was preparing to attack Iran to disrupt its nuclear program and that 
diplomacy remained the “preferred solution” to resolving the standoff over what Western leaders believe is Tehran’s pursuit of nuclear 
weapons. 

 
20. Iran Starts Mass Production Of Short-Range Missile, Times Says 
(BLOOMBERG 05 FEB 12) ... Ladane Nasseri 

Iran started to mass produce a new, short-range, naval cruise missile, the Zafar, Tehran Times reported, citing Defense Minister 
Brigadier General Ahmad Vahidi. 

 
21. Military Exercises Resume In Iran 
Revolutionary Guard Displaying Readiness Near Strait Of Hormuz 
(WASHINGTON POST 05 FEB 12) ... Ali Akbar Dareini, Associated Press 

TEHRAN — Iran's powerful Revolutionary Guard began military exercises Saturday in the country’s south, the latest show of 
force after threats to close the strategic Strait of Hormuz in retaliation for tougher Western sanctions. 

 
22. Talks Next Month On U.S. Military Presence In Phl May Be Postponed 
(PHILIPPINE STAR 04 FEB 12) ... Jose Katigbak 

WASHINGTON - High-level talks here in March on expanding America's military presence in the Philippines may have to be 
postponed unless the Aquino administration can come up with specific proposals on where to keep U.S. spy planes and warships on a 
rotational basis, informed diplomatic sources said. 

 
23. Japan Buys Northrop Grumman Mine Detector  
(DEFENSE DAILY 03 FEB 12) 

Japan's navy has purchased four sets of Northrop Grumman 's [NOC] helicopter mounted mine detection system, marking the first 
time the units have been sold to a foreign country, the company said last week.  

 
24. Chinese Naval Drill Legitimate 
Ships Traveling In Int'l Waters 
(CHINA DAILY 04 FEB 12) ... Zhang Yunbi 

BEIJING — China on Friday dismissed Japan's concerns about Chinese naval ships traveling through international waters in the 
Okinawa Islands, saying it is just a regular drill. 

 
25. Nirmal Verma: Today's Oceans Are Maritime Highways Linking Nations 
(THE HINDU 05 FEB 12) ... S.Anandan 

Chief of the Naval Staff Admiral Nirmal Verma has stressed the Navy's commitment to ensuring a stable and secure regional 
environment for the “economic development and social uplift of the masses” in India's neighbourhood. “We carry out coordinated 
patrols with some of our neighbours. We have also been undertaking EEZ [exclusive economic zone] surveillance on request from 
some governments.”  

 
26. Malatya Radar System To Be Commanded From Ramstein 
(HURRIYET DAILY NEWS 04 FEB 12) 

MUNICH--The NATO missile shield program, whose radars were installed at the Kürecik Air Base in Malatya, southeastern 
Turkey, will be commanded from the Alliance’s Ramstein Air Base, according to U.S. Defense Minister Leon Panetta, who briefed 
journalists on the sidelines of the international security conference in Munich today. 
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27. Europe Needs To Invest In Defense, Too: U.S. 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 04 FEB 12) ... Lachlan Carmichael 

MUNICH — The United States said Feb. 4 that Europe remains Washington’s “partner of first resort” despite a U.S. strategic 
pivot to Asia, but it urged Europe to pull its weight. 

 
28. Russian Navy 30-Year Development Plan To Be Ready By June 
(RIA NOVOSTI 06 FEB 12) 

Russia will develop a detailed 30-year plan of strengthening its naval forces by June 2012, Russian Deputy Prime Minister 
Dmitry Rogozin wrote in his twitter account. 

 
29. Fire Crews Tackle Fire On Board Warship 
(THE NEWS (PORTSMOUTH UK) 06 FEB 12) ... Sheanne Mulholland  

Firefighters are onboard the Royal Navy’s HMS Edinburgh, at Portsmouth Naval Base, tackling a blaze inside the Type 42 
destroyer. 

 
30. Navy 'Sends Submarine To Falklands' 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 04 FEB 12) 

The Royal Navy is sending a nuclear submarine to the Falkland Islands amid heightened tensions between Britain and Argentina 
over the disputed islands, it has been reported. 

 

PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
31. GI Bill Students Surprised When Living Stipend Stops Between Semesters  
(NAVY TIMES 13 FEB 12) ... Rick Maze 

Breaks between college terms have become tough on some students using the Post-9/11 GI Bill, they say, because they no longer 
receive living stipends during those periods. 

 
32. USS Springfield Sailor Rescues Driver From Burning Car 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 03 FEB 12) ... Lt. Cmdr. Jennifer Cragg, Commander, Submarine Group 2 Public Affairs  

LEDYARD, Conn. - A Sailor from Los Angeles-class attack submarine USS Springfield (SSN 761) saved the life of a Ledyard 
citizen after pulling him from a burning vehicle, Jan. 18. 

 
33. Navy Officials Say 8 Sailors Discharged For Hazing Aboard Amphibious Assault Ship In San Diego 
(WASHINGTON POST 04 FEB 12) ... Associated Press 

SAN DIEGO — Eight Sailors have been discharged from the Navy after a hazing incident aboard a San Diego-based amphibious 
assault ship that was captured on video and included the choking of a fellow Sailor, a Navy spokesman said Saturday. 

 

FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
34. The Truth Behind Competing Claims About The Defense Budget  
(DEFENSE NEWS 06 FEB 2012) ... Kate Brannen 

Depending on who you're listening to in Washington, you could think the defense cuts mandated by the Budget Control Act are 
going to cause the sky to fall or they're no big deal. 

 
35. Helmsman-Free DDG? Burke Adapts To Midlife Upgrades  
(NAVY TIMES 13 FEB 12) ... Sam Fellman 

For any helmsman who has spent hours on watch, wrestling with the wheel to keep his destroyer on a course across the empty 
ocean, and has found himself wondering, “Why am I doing this?” — there’s good news. You may soon get a break. Destroyers now 
can be driven with the swipe of a finger. 

 
36. 16 Littoral Combat Ships May Be Homeported Locally 
(SAN DIEGO BUSINESS JOURNAL 06 FEB 12) ... Brad Graves 

The U.S. Navy may station as many as 16 of its new Littoral Combat Ships at Naval Base San Diego during the years ahead. 
 

37. Pentagon Delaying Purchase Of 24 V-22 Ospreys 
(REUTERS 06 FEB 12) 

The Pentagon is sticking to its plans to buy 122 more V-22 Osprey aircraft built by Boeing Co and Textron Inc's Bell Helicopter, 
but will put off ordering two dozen of the planes until after fiscal 2017, according to U.S. officials and several sources familiar with 
the plan. 
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38. 'A Geriatric Air Force' 
Fleets fade away with budget 
(WASHINGTON TIMES 06 FEB 12) ... Rowan Scarborough 

America's aging tactical Air Force - the jets that protect ground troops and strike hard-to-reach targets - is shrinking just as the 
Pentagon is cutting even more planes to achieve nearly a half-trillion dollars in spending cuts. 

 
39. U.S. Navy Equips Unmanned Boats With Non-Lethal Weapons For Fleet Experiment 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 06 FEB 12) ... U.S. Fleet Forces Public Affairs 

NORFOLK -- U.S. Fleet Forces Command (USFF) directed a follow-on fleet experiment this week off the shoreline of Fort 
Eustis to explore capabilities for unmanned surface vessels (USVs) to deploy non-lethal weapons during maritime security and force 
protection operations.  

 
40. U.S. Navy Submarine Squadron 3 Disestablishes As Submarine Squadron 1 Changes Command 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 06 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Ronald Gutridge, Commander, Submarine Force, 
U.S. Pacific Fleet Public Affairs 

PEARL HARBOR -- The Pearl Harbor-based Commander, Submarine Squadron (COMSUBRON) 3 disestablished, as 
COMSUBRON 1 changed command, during an official ceremony aboard USS Greeneville (SSN 772) at the submarine piers at Joint 
Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam Feb. 2.  

 
41. Navy’s Science Chief Targets Practical Fleet Concerns  
(NATIONAL DEFENSE 05 FEB 12) ... Sandra Erwin 

The Office of Naval Research made headlines last year when its engineers fired a projectile from an electromagnetic rail-gun with 
a muzzle velocity of Mach 7. 

 
42. Raytheon 'Networked Weapon' Clears Testing Hurdle 
(ARIZONA DAILY STAR 03 FEB 12) 

The U.S. Navy has completed developmental testing of Tucson-based Raytheon Missile System's Joint Standoff Weapon (JSOW) 
C-1. 

 

BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
43. New Growler Squadron Coming To Yokosuka-Based Carrier This Spring 
(STARS AND STRIPES 06 FEB 12) ... Erik Slavin 

YOKOSUKA NAVAL BASE, Japan – The USS George Washington’s air wing will gain a squadron of advanced electronic 
warfare aircraft early this spring, representing the Navy’s latest move to bolster its presence in the Asia-Pacific region, military 
officials said Monday. 

 
44. Marine Base To Remain In Futenma: U.S. 
Realignment plan faces revision 
(JAPAN TIMES 06 FEB 12) 

A senior U.S. official told Japanese officials in late January that Futenma Air Station will have to stay in Ginowan, Okinawa 
Prefecture, for the time being because of the standoff over its relocation plan, sources close to bilateral relations said Sunday. 

 
45. Imperial Valley Residents Glam Up, Celebrate Navy, Air Show 
(IMPERIAL VALLEY PRESS 04 FEB 12) ... Elizabeth Varin 

NAVAL AIR FACILITY EL CENTRO — With the occasional sound of a helicopter or jet overhead, local officials, residents and 
U.S. Navy supporters joined together to honor two Sailors and gear up for the air show coming next month. 

 
46. Indian Head Base At Risk Of Closure In Looming BRAC Fight 
Officials Say Plans Are Threat, Opportunity 
(SOMDNEWS.COM 03 FEB 12) ... Jeff Newman  

In the wake of U.S. Secretary of Defense Leon Panetta’s announcement last week that the military could be facing another round 
of base realignments and closures in the 2013 federal budget, Charles County officials are preparing to take up arms yet again in all-
out effort to protect the Naval Surface Warfare Center at Indian Head. 

 
47. Coronado, Navy Feel Friction Over Impact Of Air Base 
City in the dark about new noise, accident plan for North Island 
(SAN DIEGO UNION TRIBUNE 03 FEB 12) ... Michael Gardner 

For the most part, the city of Coronado embraces its neighbor just down the road. 
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48. One Dead, 2 Severely Injured In Explosion At Marine Housing Complex 
(LOS ANGELES TIMES 04 FEB 12) 

One person was killed and two severely burned in an explosion Friday night at a family housing complex for Marines stationed at 
the Mountain Warfare Training Center at Bridgeport, in northern California. 

 

NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
49. Panetta Reassures European Allies Over Defense Cuts 
(REUTERS 04 FEB 12) ... David Alexander 

MUNICH--Defense Secretary Leon Panetta reassured European allies on Saturday that Washington remains committed to their 
security despite an austerity drive, pledging greater support for a NATO rapid-action force even as he cuts U.S. troops in the region. 

 
50. U.S. Weighs Bigger Special Operations Role In Afghanistan 
New focus would be on advising Afghan forces, killing insurgent leaders 
(WASHINGTON POST 06 FEB 12) ... Greg Jaffe 

The U.S. military is planning to elevate the role of Special Operations forces in Afghanistan as it shifts away from a combat focus 
to a mission that places greater emphasis on advising Afghan forces and raids to kill top insurgent leaders, senior U.S. officials said. 

 
51. Budget Cyber Threat 
F-35 And Classified Programs Victimized By Network Intrusions 
(AVIATION WEEK AND SPACE TECHNOLOGY 06 FEB 12) ... David Fulghum, Bill Sweetman and Amy Butler 

How much of the F-35 Joint Strike Fighter's spiraling cost in recent years can be traced to China's cyber theft of technology and 
the subsequent need to reduce the fifth-generation aircraft's vulnerability to detection and electronic attack? 

 
52. Operation Hollywood: Seals In The Spotlight 
Stand Aside, Mark Wahlberg: The Active Duty Navy Seals Who Star In Act Of Valor Are Taking Your Job 
(BLOOMBERG BUSINESSWEEK 06 FEB 12) ... Tim Sohn 

On Nov. 5, 2009, just after 9 p.m., seven Navy SEALs were seated in the belly of a C-130 cargo plane, M4 rifles cradled by their 
sides. Decorated veterans of multiple deployments -- they had among them a Silver Star, two Purple Hearts, and multiple Bronze Stars 
-- the SEALs were fully “jocked up,” prepped to parachute into a hostage rescue. A soft red light suffused the bare interior, the men’s 
painted faces obscured but for the whites of their eyes and the occasional flash of teeth. They looked terrifying. 

 
53. Cutting Marines 
5-year plan to shed 20,000 will be 'deliberate and phased,' leaders say 
(MARINE CORPS TIMES 13 FEB 12) ... Gina Cavallaro and Dan Lamothe 

With orders to cut 20,000 Marines from active duty over the next five years, the Corps' senior leaders are looking to make the 
process as painless as possible for its personnel. 

 
54. Defense Cuts Test Lawmakers' Resolve On Deficits 
(YAHOO 06 FEB 12) ... Donna Cassata, Associated Press 

WASHINGTON -- Lawmakers who came to Washington demanding budget cuts face a tough test now that President Barack 
Obama and military leaders want to shrink the force, shut down bases and cancel weapons to achieve them. 

 
55. Bill Would Prohibit Step Increases For Feds Through 2012 
(GOVERNMENT EXECUTIVE 03 FEB 12) ... Kellie Lunney 

A House lawmaker has introduced a bill that would prohibit step increases for federal employees who currently are subject to a 
pay freeze. 

 
56. Operation Deep Freeze Supports Antarctica Research Mission 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 03 FEB 12) ... Donna Miles 

WASHINGTON – Punxsutawney Phil saw his shadow yesterday -- a sure sign, according to popular lore, that winter will hang on 
for another six weeks. But it’s late summer in Antarctica, where Operation Deep Freeze, the Defense Department’s support mission 
there, is beginning to wind down another successful season. 

 
57. Week In Review Jan 28, 2012 - Feb 3, 2012 
(YOUTUBE 03 FEB 12) ... U.S. Navy 

Welcome to this week's U.S. Navy multimedia production featuring selected images from around the fleet received during the 
week of Jan 28, 2012 - Feb 3, 2012. 
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OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
58. Military Preparedness Does Not Come Cheap 
(WASHINGTON POST 06 FEB 12) ... Gordon England 

Here’s something for critics of the country’s defense budget to ponder: After I was confirmed as secretary of the Navy in May 
2001, Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld asked me and the other service secretaries to work with Congress to gain approval for a 
pending supplemental appropriation to the defense budget. This was not a war supplemental; it was still four months before the attacks 
of Sept. 11, 2001. The Pentagon was simply running out of money. 

 
59. Navy SEALs On A Roll 
(BANGOR DAILY NEWS 05 FEB 12) 

Rescuing two hostages in Somalia is the latest brilliant success by the Navy SEALs, the same special operations force that found 
and killed Osama bin Laden in his Pakistan hideout last May. 

 
60. Vietnam's Asymmetrical Strategy 
Location Offers Advantages Over China  
(DEFENSE NEWS 06 FEB 2012) ... Gary Li 

On Jan. 17, Vietnam unveiled its first homemade warship. Seemingly a heavily modified Russian Tarantul corvette, the new ship 
is equipped with anti-ship missiles and artillery systems.  

 
61. Editorial: Let The Navy Train 
(NORTH COUNTY TIMES (SAN DIEGO) 05 FEB 12) ... North County Times and The Californian Opinion Staff 

Our system of justice is based on the notion that once case law is settled, we don't waste time and resources refighting the same 
courtroom battles. If citizens believe a Supreme Court ruling is in error, they have the option of working with Congress to change the 
law or getting the states to amend the Constitution. 

 
62. Your Turn: Why America Needs Its Shipyards, Portsmouth Included 
(UNION LEADER (NEW HAMPSHIRE) 06 FEB 12) ... Raymond J. Brown  

Portsmouth Naval Shipyard should not be on the Base Realignment and Closure list. I do not say this because the yard is 
important to the economy of New Hampshire, though it is. And not because the yard has a proud record of on-time delivery, below 
cost, though it does. Nor because the yard is a fine homeport to three medium-endurance U.S. Coast Guard cutters, though that is quite 
true.  

 
63. Panetta's Announcement Brings Up Serious Business Of Base Closures 
(FORT WORTH STAR-TELEGRAM 16 FEB 12) 

Defense Secretary Leon Panetta fired a shot heard at every U.S. military facility Jan. 26 when he said base realignments and 
closures are a possibility in 2013 because of deep budget cuts dictated by the Budget Control Act. 

 
64. GI Bill Stipend Cut Unfair  
(NAVY TIMES 13 FEB 12) 

A major change in the Post-9/11 GI Bill that took effect Aug. 1 is only now hitting home — and not in a positive way. 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Marine Expeditionary Unit Possible In Australia 
(MARINE CORPS TIMES 05 FEB 12) ... Dan Lamothe 

ABOARD THE AMPHIBIOUS ASSAULT SHIP WASP 
— The Navy’s top officer raised the possibility Saturday of a 
Marine expeditionary unit deploying to Australia on a 
rotational basis as part of a new agreement reached between 
the Pacific nation and the U.S. 

Adm. Jonathan Greenert, chief of naval operations, told 
reporters gathered here on the Atlantic Ocean that he and 
Marine Commandant Gen. Jim Amos must determine how 
Marines will work from Australia. President Obama and 
Australian Prime Minister Julia Gillard announced late last 
year that Marines will deploy to the northern port city of 
Darwin on a rotational basis beginning later this year. 

The deployment is expected to include only a couple 
hundred Marines and Sailors based at Darwin’s Robertson 
Barracks in 2012, but could expand to include at least 2,000 
Marines later in the decade. Greenert said top officers in both 
services must work together to determine what ships will be 
needed — and whether the Marine air ground task force 
involved will be a MEU, a crisis response force based at sea. 

“We need to shake out the lift,” the admiral said. “The 
question we need to ask ourselves, I think, is ‘Are we going to 
go with a traditional amphibious ready group of lift and a 
traditional MEU, or are we going to tailor the MAGTF to 
something maybe different?” 

It is too early to say what form the Marine task force in 
Australia will take, Greenert said. A MEU typically deploys 
with about 2,200 Marines commanded by a colonel, and is 
spread across three amphibious ships. The admiral left open 
other possibilities as well, including delivering Australia-
based Marines to assignments by joint high-speed vessel. 

The CNO visited Wasp during Bold Alligator 2012, a 
joint amphibious exercise off the coast of North Carolina and 

Virginia involving at least 14,000 personnel from the U.S., 
Canada, Australia, France and other countries. At least 25 
ships are involved. The exercise was launched to train Navy 
and Marine officers to execute amphibious operations on a 
large scale involving a full Marine expeditionary brigade 
comprising thousands of Marines. Wasp is the command ship 
for the exercise. 

Greenert also addressed U.S. plans to decommission the 
amphibious transport dock Ponce and turn it into a forward 
staging base in the Middle East from which special operations 
and other missions can be launched. While U.S. spec ops 
forces will operate from the ship, it also will conduct mine 
countermeasures and operations involving smaller ships, he 
said. 

“To call it a commando ship … you’re leaning too far 
towards a SOF platform,” Greenert said. “It’s more than that. 
When we get it out there and operate it, they will find 
innovative ways to use it and they will adapt from there, and it 
will help inform future choices.” 

Ponce was selected for the mission as it neared the end of 
its service life to fill a request by Marine Gen. James Mattis, 
head of U.S. Central Command, for a floating staging base in 
the region, the admiral said. 

“It doesn’t meet all of the requirements capacity-wise,” 
Greenert said, “but capability-wise, we think it does.” 

Several members of Congress also visited Wasp on 
Saturday, including Rep. Buck McKeon, R.-Calif., chairman 
of the House Armed Services Committee. Marine Assistant 
Commandant Gen. Joseph Dunford and Lt. Gens. Dennis 
Hejlik and John Paxton also were aboard.  
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2. Enterprise Prepares For Final Deployment  
Launch, Rescue Drills Ready Carrier Group For Middle East Duty 
(NAVY TIMES 13 FEB 12) ... Joshua Stewart 

ABOARD THE AIRCRAFT CARRIER ENTERPRISE 
— Capt. William Hamilton stands on the footrest of his chair 
on the bridge, looking through a window and down at the 
flight deck below. A mechanical pencil, a notebook and an 
iPod Touch with a stopwatch program are all within arm’s 
reach. 

The skipper is trying to prove his ship can quickly launch 
and recover airplanes, one of the requirements to certify the 
Navy’s oldest carrier as ready for its 22nd and final 
deployment. 

The 50-year-old Enterprise is expected to deploy this 
spring to 5th Fleet. The launch-and-recovery drills at the end 
of January were part of a composite unit training exercise, a 
comprehensive final exam designed to prepare the carrier and 
its strike group for any type of operation, emphasizing those it 
is most likely to encounter when it deploys. 

Besides launching and landing aircraft, the strike group is 
preparing to rescue fishermen captured by pirates, much like 
ships of the John C. Stennis Carrier Strike Group have done 
recently. The ships also are practicing cruising through 

contested straits, a drill that will prepare them for any possible 
tension with Iran as they pass through the Strait of Hormuz. 

When Hamilton isn’t watching the flight deck, he squints 
behind his wire frame glasses and scribbles details into the 
notebook or clicks off splits with the stopwatch app. He’s like 
a baseball statistician tracking every pitch, hoping that his 
team is ahead of the count. He wants each launch and trap to 
take a minute or less, and he knows how close each one comes 
down to two decimal places. 

He occasionally lobs a question to an evaluator from 
Strike Force Atlantic Training, the command that determines 
whether Enterprise and other ships are ready for combat 
missions. If it passes, Enterprise will return to its home port in 
Norfolk, Va., to make final deployment preparations. 

For now, Hamilton is fixated on launching and recovering 
aircraft as quickly as possible. Timing is important because 
the ship must hold a steady course and speed during such 
operations, making its movements predictable and an easier 
target for an attack. The faster the carrier can launch and 
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recover aircraft, the sooner the ship can take evasive 
maneuvers and throw off enemies. 

Even though one of the forward catapults is down for 
repairs, things are working out well for Hamilton. Then the 
evaluator throws him a knuckleball: There’s an issue with a 
tanker, and they need to figure out a solution. It will cost the 
carrier time, but it will train the crew to handle complications 
that could occur during a real mission. The evaluator 
diplomatically tells Hamilton that he shouldn’t worry about it 
hurting his score — he’s just a few minutes into his launch 
cycle but already ahead of schedule.  

Battle for the Treasure Coast  
The carrier and its entourage of support ships are in the 

Atlantic Ocean, somewhere east of Florida, with land 
completely out of sight. But for the purposes of the drill, 
they’re cruising near the fictitious Treasure Coast. Maps 
displayed on the bridge’s monitors show the contours of the 
Eastern Seaboard, the Gulf of Mexico and a good chunk of the 
Midwest, but all state borders have been removed and 
replaced with a handful of countries that come with their own 
boundaries and political allegiances. 

Enterprise and its strike group are focused on Garnet and 
North Garnet, countries that support terrorism on the Treasure 

Coast. They’re fundamentalist Shahida states — a faux-
theocracy — and they want to reunite with Pyrope, one of the 
nine other made up countries. 

On Enterprise, intelligence analysts evaluate the situation, 
fighter squadrons plan sorties, and the ship’s newspaper, “The 
Shuttle,” prints an extra section that details the international 
political situation. It’s a novella set at sea that grows more 
complex as hours past. 

“Those pesky Garnetians,” strike group commander Rear 
Adm. Walter Carter Jr. told Sailors after a day packed with 
maneuvers, launches and landings. 

The Navy says the training isn’t specifically tailored to a 
possible U.S.-Iran scenario. 

“We’re training for all the mission areas,” said Rear Adm. 
Dennis FitzPatrick, commander of Strike Force Training 
Atlantic. Those include anti-submarine warfare and 
counterpiracy missions. 

The drills do have applications for potential tension with 
Iran, however. Treasure Coast includes a fake strait about 200 
miles east of Orlando that, like the Strait of Hormuz, is about 
35 miles wide at its narrowest point. 

“There obviously is an emphasis on where we think the 
ship will go,” FitzPatrick said. 
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3. U.S. Navy Here To Talk Biofuels 
(UNIVERSITY OF QUEENSLAND (AUS) 06 FEB 12) 

The United States Navy's Director for Operational Energy 
today visited The University of Queensland for discussions on 
UQ's world-leading biofuels research.  

As the U.S. Department of Defense actively pursues 
ambitious targets and new “green” fuel sources for its energy 
requirements, the U.S. Navy's Chris Tindal met biofuels 
researchers and industry leaders at the Australian Institute for 
Bioengineering and Nanotechnology at UQ in Brisbane.  

Vice-Chancellor Professor Deborah Terry welcomed Mr. 
Tindal, saying his visit to UQ was a credit to UQ researchers 
who are making advances in areas including new-generation 
“drop-in” biofuels.  

“Drop-in biofuels are physically or chemically identical to 
traditional fossil fuels, and suit existing distribution networks 
and engines,” she said. “Much of our leading-edge research 
and development is focused in this area.  

“Teams of scientists, engineers and economists at UQ are 
expanding knowledge and technology in biofuels that are 
based on a range of feedstocks, including sugar cane, algae, 
eucalypts and the oily seeds of a tree known as pongamia.  

“Their work is enhanced by links with international and 
Australian partners and collaborators, including leaders in 
aviation, air travel and energy; innovative biofuels 
manufacturers; feedstock producers; and renowned research 
institutions.”  

Both the Queensland and Australian governments have 
provided funding to foster UQ biofuels research, and UQ is 
establishing a multidisciplinary UQ Biofuels Initiative aimed 
at accelerating biofuels production in Australia. 

Professor Chris Greig, director of UQ's Energy Initiative, 
said the Queensland Sustainable Aviation Fuel Initiative was a 
key part of the UQ Biofuels Initiative. With significant 
backing from the Queensland Smart State program, this 

research was being undertaken at the Australian Institute for 
Bioengineering and Nanotechnology at UQ.  

“This program is a collaboration between the AIBN, the 
Institute for Molecular Bioscience, the Queensland Alliance 
for Agricultural and Food Innovation, the Centre for 
Integrative Legume Research, James Cook University, 
Boeing, Virgin Australia, IOR Energy, Amyris and Mackay 
Sugar,” Professor Greig said.  

AIBN Systems and Synthetic Biology Group business 
manager Dr. Robert Speight said the aviation fuel research had 
a clear focus on “delivering real benefits to Queensland.” 

“Microbial fermentation is used to turn sucrose from 
sugarcane into advanced biofuel,” Dr. Speight said. “AIBN 
researchers are applying systems and synthetic biology to 
improve the microbes as well as assessing the technical and 
economic potential of applying the technology in Queensland.  

“The overall aim of this multi-stage program is to enable 
commercial manufacture of biofuel from Queensland 
sugarcane, supply the aviation fuel market in Australasia and 
help seed a strong and sustainable domestic advanced biofuel 
industry.”  

The next step for the initiative is to evaluate commercial 
viability and continue to enhance the fermentation process, Dr. 
Speight said.  

The Royal Australian Navy's Environment Manager, 
Commander Steve Cole, accompanied Mr. Tindal on his visit 
to UQ today.  

The U.S. Navy has made a commitment that by 2020, at 
least half of all Navy energy, afloat and ashore, will come 
from non-traditional sources.  

In his State of the Union address two weeks ago, 
President Barack Obama outlined the Navy's energy security 
goals, including its commitment to consume one gigawatt of 
new, renewable energy on its naval installations.  
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"I'm proud to announce that the Department of Defense, 
the world's largest consumer of energy, will make one of the 
largest commitments to clean energy in history - with the 

Navy purchasing enough capacity to power a quarter of a 
million homes a year," the President said.  

Return to Index 
 

4. SECNAV Names 2012 Outstanding Food Service Ney Award Winners 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 05 FEB 12) ... Debbie Dortch, Naval Supply Systems Command Corporate Communications 

MECHANICSBURG, Pa. -- Secretary of the Navy Ray 
Mabus announced the 2012 winners of the Navy Captain 
Edward F. Ney Memorial Awards for outstanding food service 
Feb. 3. 

"My personal congratulations to all the outstanding food 
service teams," Mabus wrote in an ALNAV message.  

Captain Edward F. Ney Afloat results, representing the 
Navy's undersea enterprise, surface warfare enterprise, and 
naval aviation enterprise include:  

Submarine Category  
First Place: USS Michigan (Gold) (SSGN 727)  
Runner Up: USS New Hampshire (SSN 778)  
Honorable Mention: USS Newport News (SSN 750)  
Small Afloat Category  
First Place: USS Rentz (FFG 46)  
Runner Up: USS Carr (FFG 52)  
Medium Afloat Category  
First Place: USS Fitzgerald (DDG 62)  
Runner Up: USS Port Royal (CG 73)  
Honorable Mention: USS The Sullivans (DDG 68)  
Large Afloat Category  
First Place: USS Makin Island (LHD 8)  
Runner Up: USS Bataan (LHD 5)  
Aircraft Carrier Category  
First Place: USS Abraham Lincoln (CVN 72)  
Runner Up: USS Enterprise (CVN 65)  
Captain Edward F. Ney Ashore General Mess Results, 

representing Commander, Navy Installations Command 
(CNIC) include: 

CONUS General Mess Category  
First Place: Naval Base Coronado, Coronado, California  
Runner Up: Naval Base Kitsap, Bangor, Washington  
OCONUS General Mess Category  
First Place: Commander Fleet Activities Yokosuka, 

Yokosuka, Japan  
Runner-Up: Naval Station Guantanamo Bay, Cuba 
These annual awards, co-sponsored by the International 

Food Service Executives Association (IFSEA), encourage 
excellence in Navy Food Service programs with the objective 
of improving the quality of life for Navy personnel. 

First place winners and runners-up will be recognized 
during the IFSEA conference Saturday, March 31, in San 
Diego, Calif. Awards will be presented during the Joint 
Military and IFSEA Excellence in Food Service Awards 
ceremony Saturday evening.  

"I commend the Navy Undersea Enterprise, Surface 
Warfare Enterprise, Naval Aviation Enterprise, CNIC, and 
Individual commands for their hard work and commitment to 
excellence," Mabus said. 

"Nothing impacts Sailors on a day-to-day basis more than 
the food Culinary Specialists (CSs) prepare for them. These 
top-quality meals contribute directly to Sailor quality of life 
and morale of the ship," said Cmdr. Danny King, Naval 
Supply Systems Command (NAVSUP) Director, Navy Food 
Service. "These awards represent the best of the best and I am 
proud to be leading our food service professionals now as we 
incorporate more scratch cooking into our menus, increase 
training, and ensure appropriate manning levels." 

"Our goals make certain culinary specialists stay 
proficient in their training, guaranteeing Sailors receive 
nourishing, high-quality food prepared fresh every day by CSs 
who take seriously their impact on Sailors' health, morale, and 
fleet readiness," King said. "Today's CSs have greater culinary 
instruction than ever before -- with even more advanced 
training on the way. Sailors, both afloat and ashore, can look 
forward to even healthier and better-tasting meals in the near 
future." 

The Navy's more than 7,300 culinary specialists (CS), 
deployed around the globe feed on average more than 92.5 
million wholesome and nutritious meals per year, ensuring the 
Navy's fighting forces operate at peak performance and are 
ready to respond to threats worldwide. 

"Congratulations and my very best wishes to the 2012 
Captain Edward F. Ney Memorial Award winners, runner-ups, 
and honorable mention commands," said Roxanne Hauman, 
Ney program manager. "They have worked very hard during 
the 2012 Ney competition and deserve the recognition of the 
most prestigious food service award in the Navy. The Ney 
Award is a quality of life program, as it affects the health, 
morale, and retention of all Navy Sailors. The annual Ney 
food service awards foster excellence in food service across 
the Navy enterprise while improving the quality of life for our 
Navy personnel. Thanks to all the 2012 Ney finalists who 
participated in this year's Ney Program. They all did a 
wonderful job and are to be commended." 

The Navy awards are named in honor of Captain Edward 
F. Ney, Supply Corps, U.S. Navy, head of the subsistence 
division of the Bureau of Supplies and Account from 1940-
1945.  

NAVSUP's primary mission is to provide U.S. naval 
forces with quality supplies and services. With headquarters in 
Mechanicsburg, Pa., and employing a diverse, worldwide 
workforce of more than 22,500 military and civilian 
personnel, NAVSUP oversees logistics programs in the areas 
of supply operations, conventional ordnance, contracting, 
resale, fuel, transportation, and security assistance. In addition, 
NAVSUP is responsible for quality of life issues for our naval 
forces, including food service, postal services, Navy 
Exchanges, and movement of household goods. 
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CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
5. Fleet Surgical Team 6 Joins Wasp For Bold Alligator 2012 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 05 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist Seaman Caleb J. Cooper, USS Wasp Public Affairs 

Fleet Surgical Team (FST) 6 is currently underway with 
the medical team aboard USS Wasp (LHD 1) in support of 
Exercise Bold Alligator 2012. 

USS Wasp, like other large deck ships, often take on an 
extra medical component when getting underway for various 
operational and training events. 

FST-6, based out of Naval Station Norfolk and Joint 
Expeditionary Base Little Creek, is one of four mission-ready 
teams capable of same-day deployment with amphibious ready 
groups. The team, which joined Wasp Jan. 29, comes outfitted 
to provide medical and surgical capabilities for real-world 
contingency operations or training exercises like Bold 
Alligator. 

"We are an asset to the ship, we provide extra medical 
services in X-ray, the laboratory, operating room, blood bank, 
Intensive Care Unit (ICU) and various administrative duties," 
said Hospital Corpsman 1st Class (SW/AW/FMF) Kenneth E. 
Gracie. "We're an overall asset to the medical department and 
we allow them to do more critical care." 

From the moment they check on board, the FST integrates 
with the medical staff and stands ready to help with the daily 

medical routine and to prepare medical for a readiness 
assessment if needed. 

The 15-member team, many with previous deployment 
experience, consists of an officer-in-charge, an administrative 
officer, a surgeon, an anesthesia nurse, two lab technicians, an 
X-ray technician, two general duty corpsmen, two surgical 
technicians, a respiratory technician, an operating room nurse, 
a doctor, an ICU nurse and a leading chief petty officer. 

The team, which just came off an underway period with 
USS Kearsarge (LHD 3), will remain on board Wasp for the 
entire two-weeks of Bold Alligator helping with evaluations, 
screenings, training and drills. 

"The crew has welcomed us with open arms making us 
feel like we're a true part of a team and we have gelled 
together as one cohesive unit," said Gracie. "We've learned a 
lot from each other using the skills we each have to make 
ourselves more aware around the Sailors and more aware 
around our fellow corpsmen from Wasp."  
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6. Bold Alligator 2012 
(YOUTUBE 03 FEB 12) ... U.S. Navy 

Exercise Bold Alligator 2012, the largest amphibious 
exercise in the past 10 years, represents the Navy and Marine 
Corps' revitalization of the full range of amphibious 
operations. The exercise focuses on today's fight with today's 

forces, while showcasing the advantages of seabasing. The 
exercise will take place Jan. 30 through Feb. 12, 2012 afloat 
and ashore in and around Virginia and North Carolina.  

View Clip (RT: 2:03) 
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7. House Committee Leaders Visit USS Enterprise 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 05 FEB 12) ... Navy Petty Officer 2nd Class Kristin L. Grover, Enterprise Carrier Strike 
Group Public Affairs 

USS ENTERPRISE AT SEA – House Armed Services 
Committee Chairman Rep. Howard P. “Buck” McKeon of 
California, Vice Chairman Rep. William “Mac” Thornberry of 
Texas and Navy Adm. Kirkland Donald, director of naval 
nuclear propulsion, arrived aboard the aircraft carrier USS 
Enterprise today as the ship was underway in the Atlantic 
Ocean. 

The visitors witnessed carrier operations at sea and met 
with members of the ship’s crew. 

During their time aboard the more than 50-year-old ship, 
the visitors toured the navigation bridge, engineering and 
medical spaces, weapons assembly area and the hangar bay. 

The guests also took part in a brief lunch with Enterprise 
Carrier Strike Group leaders and observed aircraft launch and 
recovery operations on the flight deck before departing the 
ship on a carrier onboard delivery aircraft. 

Enterprise is underway to participate in exercise Bold 
Alligator 2012. Bold Alligator 2012, the largest naval 
amphibious exercise in the past 10 years. 

Bold Alligator began Jan 30 and takes place afloat and 
ashore in and around Virginia and North Carolina. The 
exercise concludes Feb. 12. 
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8. USS New Mexico In Training Exercise 
(ALBUQUERQUE JOURNAL 04 FEB 12) 

The state’s namesake nuclear submarine, USS New 
Mexico, has been playing cat-and-mouse with the Royal 
Navy’s newest fast-attack sub in the Atlantic in a joint 
exercise designed to give crews of both boats real-world 
training. 

The New Mexico, a Virginia-class sub commissioned in 
1983, is among the Navy’s newest fast-attack submarines. 

During the Fellowship 2012 exercise last month, its crew tried 
to out-maneuver and outwit the seamen aboard the British 
Royal Navy’s HMS Astute. 

“This is a great opportunity for the crew, for the Virginia-
class program, the U.S. Navy, and submarine force to have 
this opportunity to take this boat out against what we in the 
submarine community consider is the best competition out 
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there,” said USS New Mexico’s Commanding Officer Cmdr. 
George Perez. “The crew has enjoyed every minute of it.” 

Perez said he hopes to do more exercises like Fellowship 
because it allows crews on both boats to perform real-time 
tracking and deterrence and attack scenarios that cannot be 
replicated to the same level of authenticity by other forms of 
training. 

Parts of the exercise were observed by Chief of Naval 
Operations Adm. Jonathan Greenert and First Sea Lord and 
Chief of the Naval Staff of the Royal Navy, Adm. Sir Mark 

Stanhope, both of whom started their military careers in the 
submarine community. 

Ensign Steven Connell, who served as a junior officer of 
the watch aboard New Mexico during the exercise, said the 
training provided him and his shipmates with a better 
appreciation of what they and their submarine can do. 

“It let us see our capabilities versus their capabilities, and 
it’s a very close match between the two countries,” Connell 
said. 
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9. VMA-542, 231 Land Aboard USS Kearsarge 
(DVIDS 03 FEB 12) ... Lance Cpl Scott L. Tamaszycki 

ABOARD USS KEARSARGE, At Sea – Marine air 
ground task forces carry airpower with them wherever they 
go, be it a full scale Marine Expeditionary Force or a smaller 
Marine Expeditionary Unit.  

Harriers from Marine Attack Squadrons 542 and 231 
arrived aboard the USS Kearsarge Feb. 1 to serve as part of 
the aviation combat element during Exercise Bold Alligator 
2012, for which they plan to provide airpower in support of 
the largest amphibious exercise in the past 10 years.  

The two squadrons plan to operate 12 AV-8B Harriers 
from the Kearsarge throughout the exercise. 

“We’ll be conducting active air defense and combat air 
patrols to make sure that no other aircraft are going to come in 
and attack the ship,” said Capt. Arthur Q. Bruggeman, the 
director of safety and standardization for VMA-231. “We’ll 
execute offensive anti-air warfare by attacking the enemy’s 
aerial capability like air bases, anti-aircraft systems and other 
fighters. Additional offensive air support includes close air 
support, armed reconnaissance and strike coordination.” 

Marines of VMA-231 and 542 will also be spending time 
getting acquainted with ship life which is different than 
operations from their home station of Marine Corps Air 
Station Cherry Point, N.C.  

“This is my first time being on a ship before, so it’s 
different to see,” said Cpl. Blake R. Phillips, a Harrier engine 
mechanic for VMA-231. “Only about three of 27 of us in our 
shop have been on ship before for a deployment. When we do 
deploy, it would be easier to get in the swing of things because 
we already kind of know the ship.” 

Getting to know the ship beforehand can pay dividends in 
a combat situation, according to Sgt. Kenneth W. Bowman, an 

aviation ordnance specialist of VMA-542. Bowman has had 
previous experience aboard ship. 

“I’ve done several small things on ships, doing work ups 
and then went out on the Kearsarge,” said Bowman about his 
last deployment. “We were working all deployment long and 
at the end we hit Libya. Because of everything we had done up 
to that point we were moving bombs fast when it was time. 
We would send them out with full loads, they’d drop their 
bombs and come back, hit the deck without shutting down, 
reload them and send them back out again. If that crew had not 
had enough prior experience on the ship that would have been 
impossible.” 

This exercise represents the Navy and Marine Corps’ 
revitalization of the full range of amphibious operations to 
include operating aviation combat elements from a sea-based 
platform. With the majority of Marines experiencing life on 
ship for the first time, this exercise will allow them to work 
under unique conditions from an amphibious ship. 

“What’s unique to this, for a Harrier squadron, we usually 
identify nine pilots to work up for a Marine Expeditionary 
Unit,” said Bruggeman. “For us, we’re taking an entire 
squadron and putting them on one ship. We don’t usually get 
to work with F-18s, Prowlers and C-130s all in one exercise; 
that’s usually pretty difficult to coordinate.” 

Bruggeman also said the exercise is unique because in a 
typical Marine Expeditionary Unit there are often various 
rotary wing aircraft operating from the same ship. During 
Bold Alligator, the Kearsarge plans to be a “Harrier carrier” 
vessel with no other Marine aircraft residing on board. 
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10. ESG-2, 2nd MEB Congratulate Bataan Sailors, Marines 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 05 FEB 12) ... Bataan Amphibious Readiness Group Public Affairs 

ATLANTIC OCEAN -- Sailors and Marines assigned to 
the Bataan Amphibious Ready Group (BATARG) and 22nd 
Marine Expeditionary Unit (MEU) received a visit from the 
commmander of Expeditionary Strike Group (ESG) 2 and 
commanding general of 2nd Marine Expeditionary Brigade 
Feb. 3. 

Rear Adm. Kevin D. Scott and Marine Brig. Gen. 
Christopher S. Owens visited each of the three ARG ships as 
Marines from the embarked 22nd MEU began returning home 
after a 10 1/2 month deployment conducting theater security 
operations in the U.S. 5th and 6th fleet areas of responsibility. 

Both leaders took the time to meet with service members 
and to congratulate them on their successes during the past 
several months.  

"Your deployment has made a mark in naval history not 
just in length, but the impact it's had on the world," said Scott. 
"Through countless amphibious operations, counterpiracy 
operations and bilateral exercises, you've hit a home run at 
each and every turn." 

The BATARG, comprising multipurpose amphibious 
assault ship USS Bataan (LHD 5), amphibious transport dock 
ship USS Mesa Verde (LPD 19), and amphibious dock 
landing ship USS Whidbey Island (LSD 41), deployed three 
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months ahead of schedule March 23 in support of NATO-led 
Operation Unified Protector.  

BATARG ships steamed more than 55,000 nautical miles 
during the deployment, enough to circle the globe roughly 2 
1/2 times. Aircraft safely conducted 18,404 evolutions and 
logged 5,305 flight hours in support of Operations Unified 
Protector and Enduring Freedom.  

Other deployment highlights include numerous relations 
projects with host countries during port visits and the recovery 
of 10 mariners whose boat had capsized off the coast of Spain. 

"The teamwork has been special, the camaraderie has 
been special, but more important, the impact you've made for 
those who will come after you is special," said Scott. "Thank 
you again for setting the example, going the distance; and 
enjoy the warm welcome that is waiting for you back home." 

The Bataan ARG includes PHIBRON-6, with 
detachments from Naval Beach Group Two (CNBG) 2, 
Tactical Air Control Squadron (TACRON) 21, Fleet Surgical 
Team Six (FST) 8, Helicopter Sea Combat Squadron (HSC) 
28 det 2, Beach Master Unit (BMU) 2, Assault Craft Unit 
(ACU) 2 and ACU-4.  
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11. Abraham Lincoln Wins 2012 Ney Award for Supply Excellence 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 05 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist Sean R. Hillier, USS Abraham Lincoln Public Affairs 

USS ABRAHAM LINCOLN, At Sea -- The Nimitz-class 
aircraft carrier USS Abraham Lincoln (CVN 72) received the 
2012 Edward F. Ney Memorial Award for outstanding food 
service for the category of aircraft carriers Feb. 3.  

Last October, Ney officials visited various Food Services 
locations aboard Lincoln in order to evaluate the division's 
efficiency, safety, accuracy, management and budgeting skills. 
A short time after the inspection, the Navy announced the ship 
had been selected as a finalist in the carrier class award 
category.  

The Ney Memorial Awards Program is co-sponsored by 
the Secretary of the Navy and the Internal Food Service 
Executives Association (IFSEA) to recognize quality food and 
customer service in both shore and afloat commands. The goal 
of the award is to improve the quality of life for Navy 
personnel.  

First place winners and runners up are scheduled to be 
recognized during an IFSEA conference, March 31, in San 
Diego. Awards will be presented during the joint military and 
IFSEA excellence in food service awards ceremony that 
evening. 

This year marks the fifth time that Lincoln has won the 
Ney award, also winning in 1998, 2002, 2003 and 2009. 
Lincoln was runner up in 1999 and 2006.  

Knowing the difficulty of winning the award, Lincoln's 
crew understands the privilege of being recognized. 

"It was an honor just to be nominated," said Senior Chief 
Culinary Specialist Philip Sannicolas. "And winning shows 
that our team really has the passion to do this on a daily basis."  

The award is named for Capt. Edward Francis Ney, an 
enlisted Sailor during World War I who later earned his 
commission as a supply officer. His work resolving difficulties 
within the military's food service industry during World War 
II contributed to a higher standard of rationing in the Navy.  

"The Ney Award is awarded to the best of the best, but it's 
not only a competition," said Chief Warrant Officer David 
Webb, a Ney inspector. "It's a guideline for everyday business 
about the mess decks." 

Sannicolas said the award was made possible by the 
support of the command and the hard work of the ship's Food 
Services personnel. 

"We were nominated for our dedication to food service 
for the ship's crew each day," said Sannicolas. "All of our 
hours of hard work in preparation for the assessment paid off." 

Lincoln is part of the Abraham Lincoln Carrier Strike 
Group (ALCSG), which also includes the guided-missile 
cruiser USS Cape St. George (CG 71), embarked Carrier Air 
Wing (CVW) 2 and Destroyer Squadron (DESRON) 9, 
including the guided-missile destroyers USS Momsen (DDG 
92) and USS Sterett (DDG 104). ALCSG is currently 
deployed to the U.S. 5th Fleet area of responsibility 
conducting maritime security operations, theater security 
cooperation efforts and support missions as part of Operation 
Enduring Freedom.  
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12. Pilots Return From 10-Month Deployment 
(JACKSONVILLE DAILY NEWS 03 FEB 12) ... Drew C. Wilson  

Pilots returning to Cherry Point from a 10-month 
deployment said the real heroes were the families they left 
behind. 

“It was four months longer than most people were ready 
for but we did it. I think everyone’s proud that we were able to 
make it happen and I think the heroes out of the whole group 
were the families that had to keep on pushing for 10 months 
with their spouses being gone,” said Maj. Michael P. Murphy, 
a Harrier pilot that came home Thursday. 

Murphy, a pilot in Marine Attack Squadron 231, was 
attached to the 22nd Marine Expeditionary Unit which got 
underway March 29, 2011 with approximately 2,300 Marines 
aboard the Bataan Amphibious Ready Group returning this 
week. 

“It was just very exciting to pull into the parking spot here 
and see my beautiful wife and my two beautiful little girls. It’s 
been a long time since I’ve seen them and I’m just looking 
forward to catching up this lost time with them,” Murphy said. 

Murphy’s wife JoAnna, and their daughters Elliot, 5, and 
Annabel, 4, ran across the flight line to greet Maj. Murphy as 
he stepped from the cockpit of his AV-8B. 

“There were tears in his eyes. I think he was very glad to 
be home,” JoAnne Murphy said. “It’s awesome. We’ve been 
waiting 10 months to see him. Skype wasn’t very reliable. 

We could actually see his face and for the girls to see him 
and be able to hold him it’s pretty amazing.” 

MEU deployments are typically only 6 months, but this 
one was much longer. 



 

14 
 

“I think it’s the longest amphibious deployment since 
1973 for the Navy and the Marine Corps,” said Maj. B.K. 
Hutchins, leader of the Harrier detachment. 

“We had a great team out there, Navy and Marine Corps 
team. Everyone really buckled down and did the job together 
and everyone’s excited to be back,” Hutchins said. “I happy 
all my Marines, all the aircraft, everyone is coming back safe 
and returned after a very honorable deployment that they did.” 

Hutchins said the highlight of the trip was, of course, 
coming back home. 

“I think each day was kind of a highlight. Each day that I 
saw the Marines grow out there, each day kind of built on the 
other. To really see how they came together in the adversity. 
They overcame the separation as well as the challenges of 
being gone so long,” Hutchins said. “They just continued to 
build on upon each day’s success and they came back better 
qualified and better trained than when they left and I’m very 
proud of that. And the leadership that the enlisted Marines did 
was phenomenal. It was really great.” 

“The greatest success story is the fact that we all came 
together so quickly, had to learn each other in such a short 
time and yet did such a great successful deployment. We all 
came together as a family as Marines and Sailors on the ship 
and powered through it and here we are coming back after a 
long deployment seeing loved ones and family and having 
everyone coming home safe and sound. It has been an honor 
for me to be in charge of the Harrier detachment while aboard 
the Bataan,” Hutchins said. 

Kelly Scherrer, wife of Capt. Eric Scherrer, a Harrier 
pilot, said it was a long time waiting.  

“It’s been like a year of life happening and we’ve been in 
two separate places. We’ve moved a couple of times out of 
necessity. We had some issues in the house we were living in 
and had to move. That’s probably been the hardest thing I’ve 
had to do while he was gone,” Scherrer said. 

The couple’s son Omari, 2, was dressed in a flight suit for 
Dad’s return. 

“A friend loaned it to us and we just put the patches on it 
that Dad’s used over the years. Omari enjoys it,” Scherrer 
said. 

“Since he’s so young he took it well. If you are going to 
go on deployments it’s best when they are little, but likewise 
on the other head this deployment was easier in that we had 
done it before and knew more what to expect in terms of how 
to keep in touch with each other,” Scherrer said. 

Like the other Marines, the couple used email, video 
conferencing on Skype and letters to stay in touch. 

Friends Steve and Joanna Young, of New Bern, came out 
to support the Scherrers in their reunion. 

Steve Young said he doubted that most Americans 
understood the sacrifice made by the military during 
deployments. 

“I don’t think most Americans give it a thought. They go 
about their lives. They are so busy doing everything, 
communicating on Facebook and doing all that stuff. I don’t 
think people think about it but they need to be aware of that 
stuff,” Young said. 

The deployment was hard, said Rachel Fickle, whose 
husband, Capt. David Fickle, was among the Harrier pilots. 

“It’s been challenging raising my son by myself,” she 
said. “We are really proud of him and super excited for him to 
come home. … This is our first deployment. We’ve been 
married three years. It was challenging because it was the first 
deployment and then you throw in the child so it was very 
hard. He’s our only one.  He was nine months when dad left so 
he’s a different kid.” 

“It’s been interesting. Some days were harder than others 
but we got through it,” JoAnna Murphy said. “I’m just glad 
that he’s home and it will be nice to have a man in the house. 

We’re just glad that we’re done. I don’t have to take the 
garbage out anymore.” 

More Marines come home Friday to Camp Lejeune with a 
large amphibious landing on Onslow Beach. In the afternoon, 
Marines from Medium Tiltrotor Squadron 263 will arrive at 
MCAS New River. Also Friday, support crews from VMA-
231 will be delivered to Cherry Point aboard V-22s. 

 
Marines and Sailors Return To New River  
(WITN.COM 03 FEB 12)  
More than 300 Marines and Sailors returned to Marine 

Corps Air Station New River Friday afternoon after a 10-
month deployment. 

Marines and Sailors were greeted by family and friends 
anxiously awaiting their return. 

About 310 Marines and Sailors with Medium Tiltrotor 
Squadron 263 returned with a flyover and landing 
presentation.  

Commanding Officer Lt. Col Chandler Nelms says it's the 
support from home that got them through this extended 
deployment. 

22nd MEU's extended deployment made it the longest on 
record for a deployed Marine Corps Unit. They typically 
deploy for 6 to 7 months. 

The 22nd MEU supported operations in European, 
African and Central Commands' including operations in 
Libya. 
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13. Night Furies Integrate as Multi-Purpose Air Wing Aboard James E. Williams 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 05 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Daniel J. Meshel, Enterprise Carrier Strike Group 
Public Affairs 

USS JAMES E. WILLIAMS, At Sea -- The Night Furies 
of Helicopter Anti-Submarine Squadron Light (HSL) 42, Det. 
10 assisted the Enterprise Carrier Strike Group throughout a 
composite training unit exercise (COMPTUEX) by 
participating in numerous exercises Feb. 2. 

The detachment is contributing to exercise Bold Alligator 
2012, the largest amphibious exercise in the past 10 years, as a 

multipurpose air wing embarked aboard the Arleigh Burke-
class guided-missile destroyer USS James E. Williams (DDG 
95).  

"We are a support detachment that specializes in anti-
submarine warfare (ASW) and anti-surface warfare (ASU)," 
said Lt. Hector B. Ferrell, maintenance officer and a pilot for 
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Det. 10. "We integrate, deploy, and participate in any mission 
the ship is tasked with." 

Two SH-60B Seahawk helicopters aboard the destroyer 
can be sent at any moment to deter piracy and hostile forces, 
assist vessels in distress, or provide reconnaissance through 
integration with shipboard combat systems using the 
helicopter's radar and forward-looking infrared camera 
(FLIR). 

"Our radar sets us apart from other Navy helicopters," 
said Lt. Cmdr. Chris M. Conlon, Det. 10 officer in charge. 
"We're able to go beyond the horizon and extend the view of 
combat systems." 

"Hawklink," a mechanism for connecting the ship to the 
helicopter's systems, provides secure communications and 
data transfer to increase the collective defense of the ship and 
the strike group. 

"Hawklink is a great tool for us," said Operations 
Specialist 2nd Class Nicholas J. Higginbotham, an anti-surface 
and anti-submarine tactical air-controller aboard James E. 
Williams. "It allows the two-way flow of data between us and 
the helicopter for correlation and concurrence on contacts." 

This bird's-eye view offered by the unique systems of the 
Seahawk deliver the ship and the strike group a more accurate 
and detailed picture of both undersea and surface contacts. 
This detail benefits the mission by providing better assessment 

of the situation and helps protect the assets within the strike 
group by identifying and potentially engaging hostile forces. 

These immediate threats, and situations which necessitate 
the need for air support, require the detachment to be capable 
of quickly launching helicopters at any given moment. 

"We're always on 'alert 60,'" said Conlon. "That means we 
have to get the aircraft off the deck in 60 minutes." 

As soon as communication is received necessitating the 
use of helicopters, the flight deck is immediately prepped for 
launch, the pilots are briefed, and the helicopter is then sent to 
either perform a mission or assess the overall situation and 
relay that information back to the ship. 

Along with the primary mission of ASW and ASU, the 
detachment also conducts vertical replenishments, medical 
evacuations, search and rescue operations, personnel transfers, 
reconnaissance, and other functions according to the mission. 

The versatile nature of the detachment calls for both the 
aircrew and maintainers to consistently adapt to unknown 
operational requirements. 

"We have completed six underway periods in a 10-month 
work-up cycle, and flown over 550 hours in approximately 
100 days while embarked on James E. Williams," said Conlon. 
"We have trained extremely hard in support of our mission 
sets and are looking forward to finally getting out there on 
deployment and performing them for real." 
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14. Army, Navy Ships Take Part In Tokyo Evacuation Drill 
(STARS AND STRIPES 03 FEB 12) ... Erik Slavin 

YOKOSUKA NAVAL BASE, Japan — Army and Navy 
ships evacuated Japanese government employees from a 
Tokyo dock Friday as part of a massive citywide emergency 
drill. 

About 10,000 people took part in the drill, which was in 
part a bid by the metropolitan government to overcome the 
logjam that occurred as public transportation ground to a halt 
in the aftermath of the March 11, 2011, earthquake and 
tsunami. The Japanese government estimated that 5 million 
people were unable to get home the night of the disaster, 
according to a Kyodo News report. 

The drill took place under the assumption that a 7.3-
magnitude earthquake struck at 10 a.m., centered in the 
northern part of Tokyo Bay. 

At the Tokyo Lumber Pier in the Shinkiba neighborhood, 
the destroyer USS Lassen and the Army landing craft unit 
USS Fort McHenry each landed pierside and evacuated 
several dozen people playing the roles of stranded commuters. 
The exercise gave the U.S. military’s ships a chance to plan 
for an evacuation under various circumstances, including a 
situation where mooring at the otherwise intact pier might 
prove unwise. 

“We discussed during the planning whether, if there was 
an earthquake, would it shift [the sea bottom] underneath,” 
Lassen spokesman Lt. j.g. Sean Brophy said. 

The Lassen’s draft below the waterline is 36 feet; the 
pierside depth at the Tokyo lumber pier where the ship 
moored is about 39 feet. If the Lassen were unable to dock at 
the pier, it could send its rigid inflatable boats to shuttle 
evacuees, while the Lassen remained in deeper water, Brophy 
said. 

The Lassen could evacuate up to 700 people for a short 
trip during a disaster, Brophy added. 

The Fort McHenry is one of 10 landing craft utility boats 
that the Army has available to Japan during emergencies, 
officials said Friday. 

The ships can evacuate about 250 people in 30 minutes, 
and can carry shipping containers converted into lounges for 
the evacuees while on board. 

Soldiers from the 311th Expeditionary Sustainment 
Command at Mare Island, Calif., were flown in to operate the 
boats, partially to demonstrate how quickly they could get 
personnel to Japan if a disaster struck, said ship captain Chief 
Warrant Officer 4 Anthony Moschella. 

Although it can’t evacuate as many people as a Navy 
destroyer, the landing craft utility boat’s draft is only about 8 
feet. 

“We can get into a lot of places the Navy can’t with this 
craft,” said Capt. Marco Ramos. 

Elsewhere in Tokyo, the drill extended to railway stations 
and large businesses in the Shinjuku and Ikebukuro areas of 
Tokyo. 

At Shinjuku Station, the staff of East Japan Railway Co. 
guided 130 participants from platforms while preparing 
emergency goods for 30,000 evacuees, according to the 
Kyodo report. The company was criticized for shutting down 
stations on the day of the March disaster, Kyodo reported. 

The Japanese Maritime Self-Defense Force and Japanese 
Coast Guard also participated, officials said Friday. 
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15. USS Simpson Concludes Visit to Casablanca 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 03 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Felicito Rustique, Navy Public Affairs Support 
Element-East Detachment Europe 

CASABLANCA, Morocco -- Guided-missile frigate USS 
Simpson (FFG 56) and senior staff members from U.S. Naval 
Forces Europe-Africa concluded a three-day port visit of 
training, band engagements, and senior staff talks in 
Casablanca Feb. 2. 

During the visit, Simpson conducted visit, board, search 
and seizure training with Royal Moroccan Navy personnel and 
received a tour of the Royal Moroccan Navy vessel Tarek Ben 
Zayid. Staff members from U.S. Naval Forces Europe-Africa 
met with senior leaders from the Royal Moroccan Navy to 
strengthen maritime partnerships, while members from the 
Commander, U.S. Naval Forces Europe Band conducted two 
community service projects at a girls' orphanage and boys' 
center in the city. 

Rear Adm. Kenneth Norton, deputy chief of staff for 
Strategy, Resources, and Plans at U.S. Naval Forces Europe-
Africa, along with his staff and the crew of Simpson, hosted 
the U.S. ambassador to Morocco, Samuel Kaplan, his wife and 
his staff, and top commanders from the Royal Moroccan Navy 
and Army, honoring the relationship between Morocco and 
their U.S. partners. 

Royal Moroccan Army Col. Mohammed Amharouch said 
he was happy to have the Simpson crew visit his city. 

"It's good to form bridges between our two nations," said 
Amharouch. "More visits, like the Simpson's, will help our 
navies and countries move together into the future with 
vision." 

Cmdr. Leonard Milliken, USS Simpson commanding 
officer, commented on the events and training the two 
countries completed during their time in Casablanca. 

"Today was a great day," said Milliken. "We had tours 
where we provided training aboard to members of the Royal 
Moroccan Navy and some of our Sailors visited and boarded a 
Moroccan vessel as well. Our visit to Morocco has been a 
success." 

Norton also spoke to the guests by offering praise to the 
Simpson's crew and stressing the importance of partnership 
between the U.S. and countries like Morocco. 

"I'd like to conclude [the evening] with this thought: 
maritime security allows for economic opportunity," said 
Norton. "And economic opportunity allows for prosperity, and 
I think that's in all our best interest." 

USS Simpson, homeported out of Mayport, Fla., is 
currently conducting theater security cooperation and 
maritime security operations in the Naval Forces Africa area 
of responsibility. 

For more information, visit www.navy.mil, 
www.facebook.com/usnavy, or www.twitter.com/usnavy.  

For more news from Commander, U.S. Naval Forces 
Europe and Africa/U.S. 6th Fleet, visit 
www.navy.mil/local/naveur/.  
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16. ROK, U.S. Navy Control Airspace With AIC Training 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 03 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class AW/EXW Travis Simmons, Commander, U.S. 
Naval Forces Korea  

BUSAN, Republic of Korea -- Two U.S. Sailors got 
underway with the Republic of Korea (ROK) Navy aboard 
ROKS Sejong the Great (DDG 991) for two days of Air 
Intercept Control (AIC) live-training evolutions in the East 
Sea, Jan. 31.  

Nine ROK Navy controllers who have been through the 
Navy AIC course in San Diego participated in the evolution. 
Aircraft from Carrier Air Wing (CVW) 5 also participated in 
the training, adding an extra level of realism. Chief Warrant 
Officer Rene Cornejo, from USS Cowpens (CG 63), and 
Operations Specialist 1st Class (SW/AW) Lucas Weaver, from 
USS Shiloh (CG 67), came to the ROK to conduct six days of 
AIC proficiency training with their ROK counterparts.  

"We are coming together in a combined environment as a 
team to hone our skills, ensuring all of our Sailors are 
prepared to fight tonight," said Cmdr. Jeffrey Cooper, deputy 
operations officer for U.S. Naval Forces Korea (CNFK). 

CNFK facilitated the AIC training evolution as part of an 
interoperability improvement program. 

"It's crucial for us to always do as much training as we 
can, whether it's in a classroom just using a whiteboard or 
getting on the console doing tactical simulations," said 
Weaver. "It's even better to get actual aircraft in the air and 
talk to the pilots." 

The first day involved basic proficiency training on 
technique, followed by the ROK controllers sitting down at 
consoles and doing a few tactical simulations. Cornejo and 
Weaver ran them through scenarios and did some simulated 
control. 

"I think it was more important to be on their own ship 
versus being at the trainer. Being on your own ship, mashing 
buttons, going through the steps and procedures is very 
beneficial to them," said Cornejo. 

The U.S. Navy controllers were aboard for the two days at 
sea to observe, mentor and train, making for a productive 
evolution in an at-sea environment. They conducted two 
events per day giving the Koreans the opportunity to control a 
section of U.S. fighter aircraft. Simulations and live training 
for the controllers included air to air threats and the defense of 
ships. 

"As far as with the air wing coming out, it doesn't get any 
more real than that, unless you have actual threat aircraft in 
the air," said Weaver. "We're providing some valuable 
training." 

Three prospective ROK controllers, scheduled to attend 
the AIC course in San Diego this summer, were also able to 
participate in the training. 

Carrier Air Wing 5 is based at Naval Air Facility Atsugi, 
Japan. 
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CNFK is the regional commander for the U.S. Navy in the 
Republic of Korea (ROK) and provides expertise on naval 
matters to area military commanders, including the 
commander for the United Nations Command; the Republic of 
Korea-U.S. Combined Forces Command; and commander, 
U.S. Forces Korea. CNFK also serves as liaison to the ROK 
navy and the Combined Forces commander staff in armistice 

and in wartime to commander, U.S. 7th Fleet, based in 
Yokosuka, Japan. 

For more information, visit www.navy.mil, 
www.facebook.com/usnavy, or www.twitter.com/usnavy.  

For more news from Commander, U.S. Naval Forces 
Korea, visit www.navy.mil/local/cnfk/.   
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17. The 5th Fleet: Inside The U.S. Armada That Will Check Iran  
(ALGEMEINER 03 FEB 12) ... Lakkana Nanayakkara 

The United States Fifth Fleet is currently responsible for 
naval operations in the Persian Gulf, Red Sea, and Arabian 
Sea, following a long line of U.S. naval operations in the 
Middle East. 

Due to the international pressures facing Iran over its 
nuclear program, and the threat of confrontation over its 
continuation, The Algemeiner found it timely to inform its 
readership about the world’s most substantial deterrent against 
immediate Iranian backlash following a unilateral or multi-
lateral strike – the U.S. Navy’s Fifth Fleet. 

From 1950 until 1971 – the year Bahrain gained its 
independence – the U.S. Navy leased office space from the 
British naval complex in Juffair, and following the British 
departure, extensive new base facilities were constructed in 
Bahrain, including a 128,144-square-foot, $25 million 
complex completed in January of 2004 by the U.S. Navy. 

The Fifth Fleet was formally reactivated on July 1, 1995, 
almost 50 years after it’s deactivation in 1947. 

It is usually comprised of at least one Carrier Strike 
Group equipped with ships and aircraft, with approximately 
25,000 people serving afloat and 3,000 support personnel 
ashore. At the time of publication, there are two aircraft 
carriers operating within the Fifth Fleet Area of Responsibility 
(AOR). 

The USS Abraham Lincoln arrived in the AOR on 
January 19, 2012, escorted by the guided-missile cruiser USS 
Cape St. George, two U.S. destroyers, a British frigate and a 
French vessel. It joined the USS Carl Vinson which had been 
in the theater since January 9, 2012. 

Prior to its arrival in the Gulf, Iranian army chief Ataollah 
Salehi threatened military action if a U.S. carrier returned to 
the area saying “I recommend and emphasize to the American 
carrier not to return to the Persian Gulf. … We are not in the 

habit of warning more than once.”  The USS Abraham Lincoln 
arrived without incident after Iran backed away from the 
earlier threat. 

Both ships, the Abraham Lincoln and the Carl Vinson are 
Nimitz-class super-carriers which displace more than 100,000 
tons of water, carry approximately 6000 crew and 90 aircraft. 
The corpse of Osama Bin Laden was buried at sea in May 
2011 from the deck of the USS Carl Vinson. 

Historically, the U.S. has engaged Iran off its shores.  
During the Iran-Iraq war several United States’ warships and 
merchant ships were damaged by Iranian sea mines and were 
fired upon. In response the U.S. Navy launched Operation 
Praying Mantis on April 18, 1988, destroying half of Iran’s 
operational navy. When the Iran-Iraq war ended, U.S. Naval 
forces along with European and Arabian Gulf allies, 
accomplished the mission of protecting vital gulf tanker 
traffic. These types of operations would be heavily supported 
by the Fifth Fleet. 

Recently, despite rising tensions between Iran and the 
United States, the Fifth Fleet rescued 4 Iranian civilian vessels 
in distress so far in 2012. Following these events, the two 
aircraft carriers are expected to “simultaneously conduct 
operations in different areas of the AOR, to adequately 
provide support operations requirements and other security 
commitments in the region.” 

In the event of an Iranian blockade of major shipping 
routes through the Strait of Hormuz, the United States and its 
allies would consider it to be a breach of international law 
which guarantees rights of passage. According to the U.S. 
Energy Information Administration, the strait is the “most 
important choke-point” for the world’s oil tankers. 

The U.S. Fifth Fleet is responsible for maintaining the 
stability of that checkpoint. 
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18. LCS Freedom Suffers Leak While Underway 
(NAVY TIMES 03 FEB 12) ... Christopher P. Cavas 

The littoral combat ship Freedom suffered minor flooding 
while underway off Southern California on Wednesday night, 
the Navy said Friday. 

The ship “suffered a failure of the port shaft mechanical 
seal,” said Lt. Jan Shultis, a spokesperson with Naval Surface 
Forces command in San Diego. “There was some flooding.” 

An inflatable boot seal was deployed in a successful effort 
to contain the flooding, Shultis said, and the ship returned to 
San Diego on its own power. 

“The flooding was quickly controlled and contained to the 
bilge area,” Shultis added. 

Engineers from Naval Sea Systems Command now are 
inspecting the ship to determine the cause of the failure. 

“The ship will continue trials once repairs are complete,” 
she said. 

LCS ships use waterjets rather than conventional 
propeller shafts to reach very high speeds. The 3,300-ton 
Freedom is fitted with four Kamewa 153 SII waterjets that 
drive the ship at speeds that have topped 47 knots. 

The first-of-class Freedom was delivered from Lockheed 
Martin in September 2008, but has spent much of the past six 
months in shipyard hands undergoing upgrades. The flooding 
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incident occurred while the ship was underway for sea trials 
following a pierside overhaul in San Diego. 

Freedom is set to leave California later this year to voyage 
to Singapore, which has offered to host several forward-
deployed LCS ships. 
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GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
19. Israel Is Not Preparing Iran Attack, Obama Says 
(NEW YORK TIMES 06 FEB 12) ... Scott Shane 

President Obama said Sunday that he did not believe 
Israel was preparing to attack Iran to disrupt its nuclear 
program and that diplomacy remained the “preferred solution” 
to resolving the standoff over what Western leaders believe is 
Tehran’s pursuit of nuclear weapons. 

In an interview with Matt Lauer of NBC, broadcast before 
the Super Bowl on Sunday night, the president also said that 
administration officials "don't see any evidence" that Iran had 
the "intentions or capabilities" to mount an attack on United 
States soil in retaliation for a strike on its nuclear facilities. 

Asked by Mr. Lauer if he deserved a second term, Mr. 
Obama said he did, despite the slow economic recovery. 

“I deserve a second term, but we’re not done,” Mr. 
Obama said. “We’ve made progress, and the thing right now is 
to just make sure we don’t start turning in a new direction that 
could throw that progress off.” 

Much of the interview, however, focused on the issue of 
Iran. 

Mr. Obama’s remarks appeared to be intended to ratchet 
down emotions after a series of reports and public statements 
about possible attacks on Iran or from Iran. Leon E. Panetta, 
the defense secretary, for instance, did not dispute a report last 
week by David Ignatius of The Washington Post that Mr. 
Panetta believed Israel might strike Iran this spring. 

But on Sunday, Mr. Obama said, “I don’t think that Israel 
has made a decision on what they need to do. 

“I think they, like us, believe that Iran has to stand down 
on its nuclear weapons program,” he said in the interview, 
broadcast from the White House. “Until they do, I think Israel 
rightly is going to be very concerned, and we are as well.” 

His remarks about a lack of evidence suggesting Iran was 
planning attacks in the United States, meanwhile, followed a 
statement Tuesday by the director of national intelligence, 
James R. Clapper Jr., who said in testimony to the Senate that 
the apparent plot to kill the Saudi envoy in Washington 
showed that Iranian leaders “are now more willing to conduct 
an attack in the United States in response to real or perceived 
U.S. actions that threaten the regime.” 

Mr. Obama noted that his administration had worked to 
escalate sanctions against Iran. 

In keeping with longstanding American policy, Mr. 
Obama did not rule out military action by the United States if 
diplomacy failed and if Iran moved close to building a nuclear 
bomb. 

“We’re not taking any options off the table,” he said. 
“I’ve been very clear that we’re going to do everything we can 
to prevent Iran from getting a nuclear weapon and creating an 
arms race, a nuclear arms race, in a volatile region.” 

He declined to describe conversations between American 
and Israeli officials, but said that “we are going to make sure 
we work in lock step and work to resolve this, hopefully 
diplomatically.” 
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20. Iran Starts Mass Production Of Short-Range Missile, Times Says 
(BLOOMBERG 05 FEB 12) ... Ladane Nasseri 

Iran started to mass produce a new, short-range, naval 
cruise missile, the Zafar, Tehran Times reported, citing 
Defense Minister Brigadier General Ahmad Vahidi. 

A launch ceremony was held yesterday and the first batch 
of missiles were delivered to the Iranian Revolutionary Guard 
Corps naval forces, the newspaper said. 

The Zafar is a short-range, anti-ship, radar-guided cruise 
missile which can be installed on various types of vessels and 

is able to hit small- and medium-size targets with high 
precision, Vahidi said, according to the newspaper. 

Iran in September delivered the locally-made Qader 
cruise missile to the Guards and the navy, the report said. The 
Qader has a range of 200 kilometers (125 miles), flies at a low 
altitude and can target destroyers and battleships, the report 
said. 
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21. Military Exercises Resume In Iran 
Revolutionary Guard Displaying Readiness Near Strait Of Hormuz 
(WASHINGTON POST 05 FEB 12) ... Ali Akbar Dareini, Associated Press 

TEHRAN — Iran's powerful Revolutionary Guard began 
military exercises Saturday in the country’s south, the latest 
show of force after threats to close the strategic Strait of 
Hormuz in retaliation for tougher Western sanctions. 

The latest military maneuvers got underway after stern 
warnings by Iran’s supreme leader, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, 
about any possible U.S. or Israeli attacks on the country’s 
nuclear facilities. Western forces have also boosted their naval 

presence in the Persian Gulf with a strike group led by the 
American aircraft carrier USS Abraham Lincoln. 

Iranian officials and lawmakers have threatened 
repeatedly to close the Strait of Hormuz at the mouth of the 
Persian Gulf in retaliation for sanctions that affect Iran’s oil 
exports. But they have made no attempts yet to disrupt 
shipping through the waterway, the route for one-fifth of the 
world’s crude oil, and the United States and its allies have 
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warned they would respond swiftly to any attempts at a 
blockade. 

Last month, Iran rolled out its troops and weaponry in a 
display of military readiness, with 10 days of naval maneuvers 
that included the first threats to block gulf oil tankers. Ground 
forces also were sent on winter war games — against what a 
Tehran military spokesman called a “hypothetical enemy” — 
with U.S. forces just over the border in Afghanistan. 

Plans for new Iranian naval games in the Persian Gulf off 
the country’s southern coast have been in the works for weeks. 

Iranian state media reported that the new exercises, 
featuring ground maneuvers by the elite Revolutionary Guard 
Corps, had started near Jiroft, 745 miles south of the capital, 
Tehran. No more details were available, but it appeared that 

they were small-scale exercises and not linked to the planned 
major naval maneuvers near the Strait of Hormuz, which 
funnels down to a waterway no wider than 30 miles at the 
mouth of the gulf. 

Khamenei, in a speech nationally broadcast Friday, staked 
out a hard line after suggestions by Israel that military strikes 
are an increasing possibility if sanctions fail to rein in the 
Islamic Republic’s nuclear program. 

He pledged to aid any nation or group that challenges 
Israel and said any military strikes would damage U.S. 
interests in the Middle East “10 times” more than they would 
hurt Iran. 
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22. Talks Next Month On U.S. Military Presence In Phl May Be Postponed 
(PHILIPPINE STAR 04 FEB 12) ... Jose Katigbak 

WASHINGTON - High-level talks here in March on 
expanding America's military presence in the Philippines may 
have to be postponed unless the Aquino administration can 
come up with specific proposals on where to keep U.S. spy 
planes and warships on a rotational basis, informed diplomatic 
sources said. 

As part of its “Asia pivot” the U.S. is expanding its 
military footprint in the Asia-Pacific region to counterbalance 
China’s growing military might and wants facilities in the 
Philippines for surveillance flights and sea patrols to 
supplement plans to station troops in Australia and dock 
littoral combat Navy ships in Singapore. 

Both sides are discussing a bigger U.S. military presence 
and are favorably inclined toward a deal, the Washington Post 
reported, but at a Phl-U.S. Bilateral Strategic Dialogue in 
Washington on Jan. 26-27 the Philippine side was unable to 
come up with details of where, when and how to 
accommodate the rotating U.S. assets, diplomatic sources said. 

Foreign Affairs and Defense officials of the Philippine 
delegation were not on the same page, the sources said. 

Secretary of State Hillary Clinton and Defense Secretary 
Leon Panetta from the U.S. side are scheduled to meet 
Philippine Foreign Affairs Secretary Albert Del Rosario and 
Defense Secretary Voltaire Gazmin in Washington in March 
to put their stamp of approval on U.S. military expansion in 
the Philippines in addition to the current rotating force of 
about 600 servicemen of the Joint Special Operations Task 
Force-Philippines, under the U.S. Joint Special Operations 
Command. 

Sources said a results-oriented Panetta wanted 
“substantive deliverables” ironed out before the so-called 2+2 
conference and warned he would not be available for the 
meeting if there were no substantive matters to be discussed. 

Scheduling is also an issue because of the difficulty of 
coordinating the timetables of the principals. 

In a recent review of U.S. defense strategy in the light of 
budget cuts, Panetta said the United States would rebalance its 
global posture and presence to potential trouble spots in the 
world such as the Asia-Pacific and the Middle East and place 
an emphasis on special operations forces and a rotational 
presence. 

“And in all of these cases, obviously we’ll do this in a 
way that respects the sovereignty of the nations that we will be 
working with,” he said. 

Under Article 18 of the Philippine Constitution “foreign 
military bases, troops or facilities” are not allowed. 

The 600 U.S. troops, designated as “visiting forces,” were 
deployed in Mindanao on a rotational basis in the aftermath of 
the 9/11 terrorist strikes at the Pentagon in Washington and 
the World Trade Center in New York to help the Armed 
Forces of the Philippines battle the Abu Sayyaf and other 
terrorist groups. 

Ten years on and they are still ‘visiting’, a touchy issue 
with Filipino nationalists. 

The U.S. wants the same status for warships and planes, 
leading to speculation it is seeking to re-establish the 
permanent military presence it had in the Philippines until 
1991 when the Senate voted to boot it out. 

Military sources said possible sites or coves that the 
Americans could use to keep their air and ship assets in the 
Philippines include Subic Bay, Palawan, Cagayan de Oro, the 
Visayas area, Poro Point in La Union and Pasuquin in Ilocos 
Norte. 

A successful 2+2 meeting would make President 
Aquino’s visit to the White House tentatively scheduled in 
May or June more likely, informed sources said. 

With the campaign season in full swing and President 
Barack Obama facing a difficult election race, time is in short 
supply for the U.S. leader. 

“He will find the time if an important announcement can 
be made. If it’s only a photo-op then it (the visit) probably 
won’t happen,” said an ASEAN diplomat who asked not to be 
identified. 

The State Department has intimated to the Department of 
Foreign Affairs in Manila that Aquino will have to be ready to 
travel to Washington at short notice because of the difficulty 
of anticipating Obama’s campaign schedule, diplomatic 
sources said. 

Defense analysts in Washington said the Philippines and 
the U.S. are generally on the same page in security matters but 
differ in emphasis on substance. 

The Philippines wants to purchase U.S. ships and aircraft 
to bolster its maritime defense in the light of Chinese 
assertiveness over disputed territories in the South China Sea, 
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some of which Manila also claims. Additionally it wants the 
U.S. Seventh Fleet to be more active in the area. 

The U.S. insists first of all that it be given “visitor’s right” 
to air and sea facilities, pointing out that it would take time to 
give Filipinos the hardware they want assuming they can 
afford it, the sources said. 

“We want F-16s but we don’t have the facilities for them 
at the moment. Neither do we have any pilots who can fly 

them or the technicians to maintain them. It takes time and lots 
of money,“ a military source said. 

He said the F-16s came into the equation only because 
President Aquino, while on a visit to Indonesia, saw the planes 
and voiced his opinion that the Philippines should have them 
too. 

“We need a firm decision from the political leadership on 
our military needs rather than wants,“ the source added. 
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23. Japan Buys Northrop Grumman Mine Detector  
(DEFENSE DAILY 03 FEB 12) 

Japan's navy has purchased four sets of Northrop 
Grumman 's [NOC] helicopter mounted mine detection 
system, marking the first time the units have been sold to a 
foreign country, the company said last week.  

The Airborne Laser Mind Detections System (ALMDS) 
uses steak tube imaging light detection and ranging to find and 
classify moored mines just below the water's surface. The 
system transmits a fan-shaped laser beam to establish a swath 
and sweeps the light over the water, the company said.  

"The addition of ALMDS to the Japan Maritime Self-
Defense Force mine countermeasures suite of solutions 

provides them with significantly enhanced mine detection 
capability--first developed for the United States Navy," Pat 
McMahon, vice president and general manager of the military 
aircraft systems at Northrop Grumman.  

ALMDS uses four cameras focused on the area under the 
laser's coverage to pick up the imaging and feed it to an 
algorithm that spots potential mines and stores them and their 
location for analysis.  

Northrop Grumman is working closely with its industry 
partners Kawasaki Heavy Industries and Fujitsu Limited on 
the delivery of ALMDS and installation, the company said. 
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24. Chinese Naval Drill Legitimate 
Ships Traveling In Int'l Waters 
(CHINA DAILY 04 FEB 12) ... Zhang Yunbi 

BEIJING — China on Friday dismissed Japan's concerns 
about Chinese naval ships traveling through international 
waters in the Okinawa Islands, saying it is just a regular drill. 

The Ministry of National Defense said in a statement that 
the vessels are en route for the western Pacific Ocean as part 
of a regular training exercise. 

“China enjoys legal rights including sailing through 
international waters, and the naval exercise has conformed to 
international laws and regulations,” the statement said. 

According to Kyodo News Agency, four Chinese frigates 
sailed between Okinawa Island and Miyako Island in southern 
Japan. Japan’s coast guard has its surveillance aircraft and 
ships on alert and monitoring the situation. 

The reported route is expected to go between the two 
islands through a channel of international waters, which is 
about 300 km wide. 

Osamu Fujimura, Japan’s cabinet secretary, said on 
Friday afternoon that the ships “have yet to enter the territorial 
waters (of Japan)”, and they “have not been confirmed as 
dangerous or made movements that violate international 
laws”, Japan’s Jiji Press News Agency reported. 

Experts said Tokyo is “overreacting” and exaggerating 
the matter. 

Zhou Yongsheng, a professor of Japanese studies at China 
Foreign Affairs University, said the channel is “the most 
convenient route” to the Pacific Ocean for Chinese ships. 

“The regular naval drill in the western Pacific Ocean is no 
harm to Japan’s security,” Zhou said. 

Also on Friday, Beijing expressed strong dissatisfaction 
over remarks by Japanese senior officials about China’s 
Tianwaitian gas and oil deposit. Liu Weimin, spokesman for 
the Foreign Ministry, said the country’s stance on the East 
China Sea issue has been clear and consistent. 

The deposit is located in undisputed Chinese territorial 
waters and does not apply to the principles of consensus 
concerning the East China Sea issue. 

The Tianwaitian operation is “justifiable and reasonable”, 
Liu said. He urged Japan to correctly apply the principles of 
consensus between the two countries. 

Japanese media has accused Beijing of “violating the 
agreements reached by both countries” and “unilaterally 
developing” the Tianwaitian deposit. 
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25. Nirmal Verma: Today's Oceans Are Maritime Highways Linking Nations 
(THE HINDU 05 FEB 12) ... S.Anandan 

Chief of the Naval Staff Admiral Nirmal Verma has 
stressed the Navy's commitment to ensuring a stable and 
secure regional environment for the “economic development 
and social uplift of the masses” in India's neighbourhood. “We 
carry out coordinated patrols with some of our neighbours. We 
have also been undertaking EEZ [exclusive economic zone] 
surveillance on request from some governments.”  

“Oceans today are not expanses of water that divide 
continents, but maritime highways that link nations,” Admiral 
Verma on Friday told delegates from 14 countries who are 
participating in Milan-2012, the eighth edition of a biennial 
initiative of the Navy to forge working-level jointmanship and 
interoperability among the Navies of the region. The aim is to 
ensure faster humanitarian assistance and disaster relief 
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response, better counter piracy and anti-poaching measures 
and prevention of contraband smuggling and human 
trafficking.  

Referring to the Indian Ocean Region as a ‘critical 
economic highway' for a predominant chunk of its oil, cargo 
and container traffic, Admiral Mehta cautioned that any 
challenge to this energy and trade seaway could lead to major 
conflict. That would hit regional and global economies. 
“Ensuring energy security is, therefore, a major maritime issue 
of common concern,” he said in his keynote address at a 
seminar on ‘Capacity-building through Maritime Cooperation.'  

The pervasive enemy today was not ‘some belligerent 
nation-state,' but malevolent non-state actors. “There is more 
to fighting piracy than military action,” he added, calling for a 
collective initiative to combat the menace, which was a “spill-

over of governance deficit, myriad socio-economic issues and 
lawlessness.”  

Lieutenant-General (retd.) Bhopinder Singh, Lieutenant-
Governor of the Andaman and Nicobar Islands, said in his 
address that current economic challenges demanded maritime 
interdependencies. “Our combined efforts can postulate joint 
doctrines… to prevent, deter, limit and localise conflicts and 
disruptions to the global system that we all rely upon.”  

This edition of Milan is the largest since its inception in 
1995, with representatives from Australia, Bangladesh, 
Brunei, Indonesia, Malaysia, Myanmar, New Zealand, 
Philippines, Singapore, Sri Lanka, Thailand, Maldives, 
Mauritius and Seychelles participating in it. Of these, 
Maldives, Mauritius and Seychelles are first-timers at the 
event, which will draw to a close on February 6.  
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26. Malatya Radar System To Be Commanded From Ramstein 
(HURRIYET DAILY NEWS 04 FEB 12) 

MUNICH--The NATO missile shield program, whose 
radars were installed at the Kürecik Air Base in Malatya, 
southeastern Turkey, will be commanded from the Alliance’s 
Ramstein Air Base, according to U.S. Defense Minister Leon 
Panetta, who briefed journalists on the sidelines of the 
international security conference in Munich today. 

Panetta reminded that in addition to the radar station in 
Turkey – which has greatly disturbed neighboring Iran - 
missiles will be stationed in Romania and Poland. Four U.S. 
ships capable of shooting down missiles will be stationed at 
Rota, Spain, he said. 

The whole system will be managed from the 
Geilenkirchen base in Germany. Among the officers at this 
base will be a Turkish general and his team. 

Turkey will be informed as to how the information from 
the radars will be shared with other countries. Turkey is 
especially sensitive about the possibility to share intelligence 

with Israel, who refuses to apologize for the deaths of eight 
Turkish citizens an done Turkish-American during an Israeli 
troop assault on an aid ship May 31, 2010. 

The command center of the radar system in Turkey will 
be at the 2nd Tactical Air Command in Diyarbakır. This center 
will ensure coordination with the headquarters in Germany. 

The system will become active in case of a missile threat 
toward Europe - a threat widely perceived to come from Iran. 
Short-range missiles will be countered by PAC-3 Patriots from 
the ground, while THAAD missiles will be used to counter 
medium-range missiles. At the sea, versions of SM-3 missiles 
will be used to counter medium-range and long-range threats. 

In the first phase, the Kürecik radar system and USS 
Monterrey situated at the Mediterranean, will be on alert 
against a possible missile strike. The system’s Romania and 
Poland components are scheduled to become active in 2015 
and 2018, respectively. 
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27. Europe Needs To Invest In Defense, Too: U.S. 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 04 FEB 12) ... Lachlan Carmichael 

MUNICH — The United States said Feb. 4 that Europe 
remains Washington’s “partner of first resort” despite a U.S. 
strategic pivot to Asia, but it urged Europe to pull its weight. 

In a twin effort to reassure Europe about the historic U.S. 
commitment to the continent, U.S. Secretary of State Hillary 
Clinton and Defense Secretary Leon Panetta delivered 
carefully calibrated messages of support. 

Hot foreign policy issues such as Iran, Afghanistan and 
Syria also loomed large over the 48th annual Munich Security 
Conference, a gathering of world leaders, ministers and top 
brass. 

In a speech at a roundtable talk with Panetta, Clinton 
pledged cooperative efforts for a united and secure Europe, 
mutual economic recovery, an “agile” security alliance, and a 
democratic Middle East along the Mediterranean. 

Clinton also urged her European partners to work together 
in meeting “the opportunities that lie ahead” in the Asia-
Pacific region. 

“I’ve heard all the talk about where Europe fits into 
America’s global outlook. I’ve heard some of the doubts 

expressed. But the reality couldn’t be clearer: Europe is 
America’s partner of first resort,” she stressed. 

Forced to make tough choices in tight budgetary times, 
the United States is shifting its military priorities to Asia and 
the Middle East — even if it has pulled its troops out of Iraq 
and begins a drawdown in Afghanistan. 

Reducing its military presence in Europe while tailoring it 
to future threats, Washington sees the looming strategic 
challenge in the Asia-Pacific as a newly powerful and 
assertive China rattles U.S. allies in the region. 

In opening the conference on Feb. 3, German Defense 
Minister Thomas de Maiziere said Europe should not fear a 
renewed U.S. focus on Asia and must increasingly look after 
its own backyard militarily without its historic ally. 

In his Feb. 4 speech, Panetta said: “Europe remains our 
security partner of choice for military operations and 
diplomacy around the world — as we saw in Libya last year, 
and as we see in Afghanistan every day. 

“We are therefore deeply committed to strengthening 
transatlantic security partnerships and institutions, including 
NATO,” he said. 
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While the U.S. military plans to withdraw two of its four 
Army brigades stationed in Europe by 2014, Panetta 
announced that a U.S.-based brigade will contribute to the 
NATO Response Force, a 13,000-strong unit created in 2002. 

The U.S. military will also rotate a battalion-sized task 
force to Germany to take part in exercises and training. 

But Panetta also renewed pressure on European allies to 
keep investing in defense and to pool resources as part of the 
“Smart Defense” initiative aimed at maintaining military 
capabilities. 

Polish President Bronislaw Komorowski said: “I am 
convinced the time is ripe for the EU to seriously take its 
responsibilities for the security in Europe and its 
neighborhood.” 

Clinton meanwhile voiced confidence that Europe has 
“the will and the means” to cut runaway debt, build “the 
necessary firewalls” to protect the euro and take steps to spur 
growth. 

“As Europe emerges from economic crisis, we have to 
work harder to reinforce each other’s recoveries. As deep as 

our economic relationship is, it has not yet lived up to its 
potential,” Clinton said. 

But Australia’s foreign minister Kevin Rudd launched a 
fierce broadside at Europe, saying the financial crisis has 
caused it to turn in on itself and warning it risked an “early 
grave” amid Asia’s economic and political rise. 

Clinton and Germany’s foreign minister Guido 
Westerwelle also appealed for U.N. Security Council action to 
stop the bloodshed in Syria where an estimated 6,000 people 
have died in a 11-month crackdown on pro-democracy 
protests. 

Clinton later met Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov 
on the sidelines of the conference in a bid to clinch Russian 
support for the tough U.N. resolution which also supports a 
transition to democracy in Syria. 

A senior U.S. official said Washington still had hopes that 
Russia would sign onto the resolution but did not say how 
much progress, if any, Clinton and Lavrov had made in 
bridging differences over the draft resolution. 

The pair had a “very vigorous discussion,” the official 
said on condition of anonymity. 
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28. Russian Navy 30-Year Development Plan To Be Ready By June 
(RIA NOVOSTI 06 FEB 12) 

Russia will develop a detailed 30-year plan of 
strengthening its naval forces by June 2012, Russian Deputy 
Prime Minister Dmitry Rogozin wrote in his twitter account. 

“A detailed 30-year plan of strengthening its naval forces 
will be developed by June 2012. The decision has already 
been made,” Rogozin wrote on Sunday. 

The state military program for 2012-2020 has allocated 
4.7 trillion rubles ($155 billion). Last year, 85 billion rubles 
($2.8 billion) was allocated on the construction of nuclear 
submarines, frigates, ship repair and maintenance. This year it 
expected to spend more than 93 billion rubles ($3 billion). 

It is planned that in the future the submarine fleet will 
become the basis of Russia's naval force. Over the next few 
years it will receive two types of nuclear submarines and two 
types of diesel-electric submarines. This is primarily a Borey-
class nuclear submarine, the carrier of the new Bulava 
intercontinental ballistic missiles. Eight of these submarines 
are planned to be built. Russia’s newest nuclear-powered 
submarine, the Yury Dolgoruky, is already undergoing sea 
trials; three more are in various stages of their completion. 
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29. Fire Crews Tackle Fire On Board Warship 
(THE NEWS (PORTSMOUTH UK) 06 FEB 12) ... Sheanne Mulholland  

Firefighters are onboard the Royal Navy’s HMS 
Edinburgh, at Portsmouth Naval Base, tackling a blaze inside 
the Type 42 destroyer. 

Six crews were sent to HMS Edinburgh at Portsmouth 
naval base after the ship’s engineers discovered smouldering 
in the insulation surrounding the refrigeration store. 

Alongside the ship’s company, they cooled the immediate 
area to stop the fire from spreading any further. 

Hampshire Fire and Rescue said there was no need for the 
crew to be evacuated. 

Group manager Carlton Kerr, who was the officer in 
charge of the incident, said: ‘The fire was in the insulation 
material surrounding a cold store area, which was a difficult 
area to access.  

‘Despite this being a challenging fire, crews worked 
alongside the ship’s crew, supported by the dockyard 
emergency response team, to successfully stop the spread of 
the fire and bring the fire under control.’ 

A total of six crews, from Southsea, Cosham, Portchester, 
Havant and Hightown, were called to the scene at 4.48pm as 
well as the specialist equipment team. 

They left about five hours later. 
Edinburgh, a Type 42 destroyer, returned back to 

Portsmouth just before Christmas after a six month 
deployment in the South Atlantic. 

Meanwhile, an investigation is being carried out to 
discover the cause of a fire at Portsmouth naval base. 

Six fire crews were called to the base when a fire started 
under the counter of the base’s NAAFI shop. 

Three crews from Southsea, two from Cosham and one 
from Portchester attended the incident at 2.36am on Sunday. 

One crew from Havant was also called to the scene at 
3am, but was not needed. 

Firefighters quickly contained the blaze and made the 
scene safe. 

They are unsure how the fire started and are carrying out 
investigations to discover the cause. 
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Fire crews were on site until 4.07am when they left the 
scene in the hands of investigators. 

No-one was hurt in incident and the shop was closed 
during the time the blaze broke out. 
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30. Navy 'Sends Submarine To Falklands' 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 04 FEB 12) 

The Royal Navy is sending a nuclear submarine to the 
Falkland Islands amid heightened tensions between Britain 
and Argentina over the disputed islands, it has been reported. 

The Trafalgar class vessel, thought to be either HMS 
Tireless or HMS Turbulent, is believed to be being deployed 
to protect the islands from Argentine military action. 

A Ministry of Defence (MoD) spokeswoman said: "We 
do not comment on submarine deployments." 

The Daily Mail reported that the Prime Minister had 
personally approved plans for one of the Navy's most 
sophisticated submarines to undertake the mission. 

Sources told the newspaper that a team of Spanish-
speaking communications workers would be aboard to 
monitor maritime radio transmissions in the region. 

It is said the submarine will be in the islands' waters in 
time for April's 30th anniversary of the 1982 war. 

The news comes after the Duke of Cambridge began a 
six-week posting in the region. William arrived on the 
archipelago on Thursday ahead of a tour of duty as an RAF 
search and rescue pilot. 

The MoD said the posting was part of a “routine 
operational deployment,” despite Argentina likening it to that 
of a “conqueror.” 

Tensions rose between the two countries in the past week 
following the announcement that one of the Royal Navy's 
most advanced new warships is being sent to the area. 

HMS Dauntless, a Type 45 destroyer, is due to set sail for 
the South Atlantic on her maiden mission in the coming 
months to replace frigate HMS Montrose. 
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PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
31. GI Bill Students Surprised When Living Stipend Stops Between Semesters  
(NAVY TIMES 13 FEB 12) ... Rick Maze 

Breaks between college terms have become tough on 
some students using the Post-9/11 GI Bill, they say, because 
they no longer receive living stipends during those periods. 

The change is costing former soldier Luke DiRaimo, an 
Afghanistan veteran attending Hudson Valley Community 
College in Troy, N.Y., about $8,000 over the course of a full 
school year, he said. 

“I’m an honorably discharged veteran who served in the 
infantry. I did my part; now it seems like the government is 
going back on promises it made me in my contract when I 
enlisted,” said DiRaimo, 24, who wants to become a geologist. 

He is one of the thousands of veterans hurt by a policy 
that took effect Aug. 1 that terminates GI Bill benefits on the 
day a term ends and doesn’t restart them until the next term 
begins. The length of such breaks varies from school to school 
but typically can last three weeks over the winter recess or 
several months over the summer. 

This new policy applies to all veterans education benefits 
but is felt most by Post-9/11 GI Bill users who are receiving 
monthly living stipends, based on military housing allowance 
rates, to cover rent and other expenses. 

The end of so-called “break pay” or “interval pay” was an 
essential element of a package of changes in the Post-9/11 GI 
Bill that was approved by Congress in 2010 and took effect 
last year. The $2 billion in estimated savings from halting the 
living stipends during term breaks was used to pay for an 

expansion of benefits under the program, to include for 
student veterans at private colleges and universities. 

Tom Tarantino of Iraq and Afghanistan Veterans of 
America said he knows the rule is hurting veterans because it 
is difficult to find short-term employment in a tight job market 
to cover the time between terms. 

But he said there is little hope of the policy being changed 
soon because fixing it would require finding $2 billion to 
cover the expanded benefits. 

“This is a bad situation all around, and we were in shock 
to see this in the bill when it passed the Senate,” Tarantino 
said. 

“We get a pretty steady stream of complaints about this, 
and we want to do something, but the reality is that this is not 
a good time to be asking Congress to increase something,” he 
said. “We are still going to keep pushing it and we also are 
starting to look at innovative solutions to help veterans who 
depend on this money.” Tarantino said that with planning, 
some students can make it through a three-week winter break 
with no stipend — some with savings and others by arranging 
temporary jobs. 

The longer summer break could be more problematic for 
some people, however. 

Tarantino said one idea that could help veterans is the 
creation of local job banks using school employment services. 
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32. USS Springfield Sailor Rescues Driver From Burning Car 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 03 FEB 12) ... Lt. Cmdr. Jennifer Cragg, Commander, Submarine Group 2 Public Affairs  

LEDYARD, Conn. - A Sailor from Los Angeles-class 
attack submarine USS Springfield (SSN 761) saved the life of 

a Ledyard citizen after pulling him from a burning vehicle, 
Jan. 18. 
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Chief Culinary Specialist Daniel Spencer, a native of 
Saegertown, Penn., was at the right place at the right time 
while driving home from his duty station at Naval Submarine 
Base New London, Jan. 18.  

Spencer witnessed a head-on motor vehicle collision. A 
car driving northbound on Route 12 swerved into the 
oncoming lane of a car driving southbound resulting in the 
head-on collision, and igniting one of the vehicles. 

Relying on skills learned from years of emergency 
training, he reacted instinctively. 

"During my commute I witnessed an accident involving 
two cars in front of me," said Spencer. "I knew I had to react 
quickly. I safely pulled over on the side of the road and ran 
over to the closest vehicle to me and assisted the driver out of 
the vehicle. I escorted her to the curb then I ran over to the 
other vehicle, which was burning, to offer my assistance." 

However, the driver was unresponsive as Spencer tried to 
gain access to the occupant's car. 

"He was unresponsive and the doors were locked," he 
said. "I tried to break the window with my elbow multiple 
times, but thankfully he responded to the banging and 
unlocked the door allowing me to escort him safely from the 
smoking vehicle."  

In a Jan. 29 letter to Spencer, Chief Anthony Saccone, Sr., 
Chief of the Gales Ferry Fire Company reflected on Spencer's 
bravery and selfless act to render aide. 

"Despite the car being heavily damaged from the impact, 
you were able to get the door open and assist the injured driver 

to a safe location as the car began to burn more intensely," 
said Saccone.  

"On behalf of the Town of Ledyard and the Gales Ferry 
Fire Company, I would like to extend our sincere thanks for 
your selflessness and outstanding bravery," he wrote. "Your 
actions at a two-car motor vehicle accident; of which one of 
the vehicles was on fire, were highly commendable. Without 
the thought of danger you could be putting yourself in, you 
approached the first heavily damaged vehicle that still had an 
occupant inside."  

Saccone said that without Spencer's quick, decisive 
thinking, the occupant would have been in extremely grave 
danger, and the incident may have had a worse outcome.  

Saccone said Spencer reminded him of Tacitus, a great 
Italian writer who wrote 2000 years ago, "In valor there is 
hope. Valor is courage, bravery, fearlessness ... and gallantry. 
Daniel, these words describe your actions that day," said 
Saccone.  

For more information, visit www.navy.mil, 
www.facebook.com/usnavy, or www.twitter.com/usnavy.  

For more news from Commander Submarine Group 2, 
visit www.navy.mil/local/Subgru2/.  
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33. Navy Officials Say 8 Sailors Discharged For Hazing Aboard Amphibious Assault Ship In San Diego 
(WASHINGTON POST 04 FEB 12) ... Associated Press 

SAN DIEGO — Eight Sailors have been discharged from 
the Navy after a hazing incident aboard a San Diego-based 
amphibious assault ship that was captured on video and 
included the choking of a fellow Sailor, a Navy spokesman 
said Saturday. 

The eight received general discharges following 
allegations they assaulted and choked the Sailor aboard the 
ship, the Bonhomme Richard, as part of a rite to initiate the 
Sailor into a new department, said Lt. Commander David 
McKinney. 

McKinney said the assault, which took place Jan. 17 in 
the ship’s berthing area, was videotaped, and the victim 
treated for injuries. 

“He was choked out, evidently blacked out and had 
bruising,” said McKinney. 

The injuries were not serious, but the Sailor sought 
treatment and reported the incident to his superiors, leading to 
the discharges, McKinney said. 

The Sailors, all from the junior ranks, made statements to 
investigators that amounted to confessions, McKinney said. 
They called the incident just roughhousing but the Navy 
considered it hazing, he said. 

“When an incident like this happens, it’s got to be taken 
care of,” McKinney said. “It goes contrary to our core values.” 

One of the Sailors seen in the video, Charlie Davis, 20, of 
Dallas, told ABC10 News that the attack was just “play 
wrestling” and “boys being boys,” and he and others had been 
through the same thing earlier in the day. 

“A couple of the guys wrestled me down and had fun with 
me and then shook my hand and welcomed me aboard,” he 
said. 

Davis, who had in the Navy for just five months, told the 
TV station he’s disappointed in himself, but believes the 
Navy’s zero-tolerance hazing policy is too harsh. 

“I buy into it for drugs and alcohol: that’s zero-tolerance,” 
said Davis. “But play wrestling with no malicious intent and 
for eight people’s lives to be destroyed? You’ve got to be 
kidding me.” 

The Sailors could have appealed their captain’s discharge 
decision, but none have done so, McKinney said. 

The Navy did not release the names of the discharged 
Sailors or the victim. 

The action follows recent congressional hearings on 
hazing in the military, including the case of Lance Cpl. Harry 
Lew, who shot himself in a foxhole in Afghanistan last year 
after he was beaten, forced to do repeated pushups and fed 
mouthfuls of sand. 
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FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
34. The Truth Behind Competing Claims About The Defense Budget  
(DEFENSE NEWS 06 FEB 2012) ... Kate Brannen 

Depending on who you're listening to in Washington, you 
could think the defense cuts mandated by the Budget Control 
Act are going to cause the sky to fall or they're no big deal. 

Participants on each side of the debate often rely on 
certain facts to support their points. After hearing these 
statements over and over and back to back, you begin to 
wonder Is defense spending over the last decade at an all time 
high or historically low? Is the U.S. military the best equipped 
and most capable it's ever been, or is it relying on old, worn 
out weapons and equipment'? 

At an event in Washington last week, U.S. Gen. Martin 
Dempsey, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, commented 
on how facts on their own can be misleading. 

"Maybe it was Mark Twain who said it, but 'facts are a 
stubborn thing,' but in the absence of context, they don't 
prevail," the four-star said. "What prevails in this town, and in 
history, is the best context." 

Below is an attempt to put some of these facts into 
context, with input from Todd Harrison, an analyst at the 
Center for Strategic and Budgetary Assessments; Mackenzie 
Eaglen, resident fellow at the American Enterprise Institute; 
and Gordon Adams, who oversaw defense budgeting for the 
Clinton administration and now is at the Stimson Center in 
Washington. 

Defense spending as a percentage of GDP is at an all time 
low. 

This is not true, Harrison said. 
In fiscal 2012, defense spending (only looking at the 

Defense Department budget) including war funding is 4.2 
percent of GDP. Without war funding, it's 3.4 percent of GDP. 
From 1996 to 2002, DoD spending was less than 3.4 percent 
of GDP, according to Harrison. 

Eaglen said she prefers to use three metrics when 
evaluating defense spending: as a percentage of GDP, as a 
percentage of the federal budget and in real terms. 

Under the limits imposed by the Budget Control Act, the 
2013 Doll budget will represent 3.4 percent of GDP, compared 
with the 50 year Cold War average of 7 percent, she said 

Looking at defense through the lens of GDP is completely 
unhelpful, according to Adams. "This has nothing to do with 
defense. All this measures is the growth of GDP." 

Under sequestration, defense spending would fan only to 
2007 levels. 

It is true that with the automatic cuts imposed under 
sequestration, the base defense budget would return to 2007 
levels of funding, adjusted for inflation, Harrison said. 

For Eaglen, the key takeaway here is that when evaluating 
defense spending through all three metrics, the defense budget 
is falling by every measure — before and after sequestration. 

Adams said he's less concerned about the overall levels 
and is more interested in whether DoD is spending its money 
on things that defend the national security interests of the U.S. 

The U.S. in the past was able to defend its interests at 
levels far below what it is spending today, he said. 

Military equipment and weapon systems are old and 
ruined by years of war. 

Behind this statement is a complicated picture of what 10 
years of war spending bought the U.S. military. 

While money is needed for equipment reset, this has been 
largely funded on an ongoing basis in the war funding bills, 
known as the overseas contingency operations (OCO) budget, 
Harrison said. For example, the fiscal 2012 OCO budget 
request included $11.9 billion for equipment reset; in 2011, it 
included over $20 billion for reset. 

"The caveat on this is that while equipment reset has been 
funded all along in the war budget, it will need to continue to 
be funded in future budgets," Harrison said. "We're not yet 
done paying for reset." 

Eaglen agreed, saying a lot of military equipment was 
actually upgraded or reset over the last several years, but there 
is still much more to go. 

"While we upgraded, reset and refurbished, what we did 
very little of [during] the past 10 years of Iraq and Afghanistan 
and the 10 before it during the 'peace dividend' was 
modernize, and by that I mean design, develop and build next 
generation systems or leap ahead technologies," Eaglen said. 

Adams said the military, particularly the Army, has been 
smart, upgrading systems to next generation capability as they 
fix them coming out of war. 

"The real question is, what and how much of next 
generation do we need?" Adams said. 

The Defense Department represents less than 20 percent 
of the federal budget 

As part of the total unified federal budget, which includes 
Social Security, this number is accurate. 

When you combine the Pentagon's budget with non-DoD 
spending, such as Department of Energy spending on nuclear 
weapons, the percentage of the overall budget is 18.9 percent, 
Harrison said. 

However, when looking at discretionary spending, the 
part of the budget Congress controls through annual 
appropriations, defense spending is the "800 pound gorilla," 
Adams said. It accounts for more than half of all discretionary 
spending. 

At the heart of these numbers, and why they're often cited, 
is the fight over what role defense spending could and should 
play in efforts to reduce the deficit. 

"The failure by policymakers to control rapidly rising 
entitlement costs has placed immense and ever increasing 
pressure on the defense budget topline," Eaglen said. "You 
could zero out the defense budget and you've done nothing to 
solve the federal budget crisis." 

Adams agrees that you cannot solve the deficit problem 
on the back of one piece of the budget, whether that's 
Medicare, defense or tax revenues. "You can only get there 
with everything on the table." 

U.S. defense spending is greater than the next 17 
countries' defense spending combined. 

This is true, according to the Stockholm International 
Peace Research Institute database on military spending for 
2010. 

Adams said he'd add "at least" before the number 17, 
joking that it could be closer to the next 117 countries. 

He noted that the metric depends on the value of the 
dollar, because to make the comparison, other countries' 
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budgets have to be converted into U.S. dollars, whose value 
fluctuates. 

This statistic is useful "not because it's says we're 
gargantuan, but to say we're global," he said. "The reason 
we're this big is we're the only country with a global military. 
No other country has that ambition." 

Whether one thinks that's a wise strategic posture is a 
separate issue, Adams said. 

Harrison noted the lack of information available for what 
some countries spend on defense, particularly China and 
Russia, can cause these estimates to vary significantly. 

It is also important to look at how effectively a country 
spends its defense dollars in addition to how much it spends, 
he said. 

Eaglen said she does not find this figure relevant because 
of the U.S. military's global scope, making it a comparison of 
apples and oranges. 

"This statement reminded me of [former Defense 
Secretary Robert] Gates' speech when he talked about our 
Navy's 'massive' and 'significant' naval overmatch relative to 
other nations," Eaglen said. "But, it's impossible to compare 
the U.S. Navy fleet to the rest of the world's navies, because 
the United States has a singular role and mission. We need a 
better Navy than anyone else." 

Return to Index 
 

35. Helmsman-Free DDG? Burke Adapts To Midlife Upgrades  
(NAVY TIMES 13 FEB 12) ... Sam Fellman 

For any helmsman who has spent hours on watch, 
wrestling with the wheel to keep his destroyer on a course 
across the empty ocean, and has found himself wondering, 
“Why am I doing this?” — there’s good news. You may soon 
get a break. Destroyers now can be driven with the swipe of a 
finger. 

The helm itself isn’t going to be ripped out. But the 
helmsman as a stand-alone station, manned during normal 
steaming, is vanishing. 

This and other watch changes come as part of the 
destroyer modernization, a midlife overhaul designed to 
reduce the crew’s watches through more automation on the 
bridge and in the plant. It eliminates a lot of routine tasks, and 
some of the new systems, such as the cameras in the 
engineering plant, enhance the watch team’s ability to handle 
emergencies. But the amount of automation brings cultural 
hurdles for the surface fleet. 

Onboard the destroyer Arleigh Burke, one of the three 
ships to have completed this overhaul, conning officers are 
learning to drive the ship on a new console that uses a touch 
screen, not unlike a smartphone. A tap adjusts rudder or speed. 
Neither a helmsman nor a lee helmsman are needed during a 
normal transit. There’s also an autopilot mode where the ship 
steers itself on an ordered course.  

“I’m using it right now,” said Cmdr. Corey Keniston, 
Arleigh Burke’s commanding officer, during a phone 
interview Jan. 31, one day after his ship left Norfolk, Va., on 
deployment. Keniston said his crew used autopilot to and from 
Scotland for an exercise last year, after finishing the overhaul 
in April. 

“I’m confident with it on a long transit, and it frees me up 
to do different training,” he said. 

Not counting lookouts, Burke’s bridge teams had 
numbered seven. Now, the team includes only four: officer of 
the deck, conning officer, bridge watch supervisor and 
messenger of the watch. 

For now, helmsmen are still on watch. That’ll change 
once the other watchstanders are qualified as helmsmen 
including the officers, Keniston said. 

“Everybody needs to be able to step in,” he said. If the 
ship is on autopilot and there’s a man overboard or casualty, 
he continued, “Whoever is there at the console needs to be 
able to push the emergency override button and take manual 
control from the autopilot so they can respond to that 

casualty.” However, helmsmen are still necessary in situations 
with a low margin for error, Keniston said, such as underway 
replenishments, maneuvers and heading into port. 

Helm isn’t the only position being phased out. The 
quartermaster of the watch, who plots the ship’s position, and 
the boatswain’s mate of the watch, who supervises 
watchstanders and makes announcements, are being 
consolidated into one watch: the bridge watch supervisor. On 
Arleigh Burke, QMs are learning the responsibilities of the 
boatswain’s mate of the watch and vice versa, Keniston said. 
With electronic charting, quartermasters can rely on the 
system to plot their position and are relieved from taking 
routine fixes.  

“We don’t have to have a human doing the routine fixes 
and position reports for navigation,” Keniston said. “That 
same individual who does the log-keeping can also be the 
person who makes the 1MC announcements and can also be 
the person who coordinates the lookouts.” Right now, the 
bridge is in a four-section rotation. But that may expand 
through the deployment as more get qualified on the new 
positions.  

‘A big culture change’  
Destroyer modernization is a two-part overhaul that all 

destroyers will get around their 20-year mark. The primary 
purposes are to upgrade the weapons and sensors, and to make 
sure the hull lasts to its full service life of 35 years, at least. 
Beyond that, the aim is to make the ships easier to manage 
already smaller crews, in part due to optimal manning.  

“We did a lot of different things on ships to reduce 
manning already,” said Capt. Brian Eckerle, who oversees the 
cruiser and destroyer modernization program at Naval Sea 
Systems Command. “Now we’re trying to get the technology 
there to catch up to do the workload reduction. One of the big 
workloads on ships is watches. So if you don’t need to have 
watchstanders doing meaningless things, that helps you.” New 
systems are making some tasks oldfashioned — and even 
obsolete. Course and speed logs are more readily recorded by 
computer than by hand. Similarly, navigation fixes aren’t 
necessary for a normal steaming on a ship with electronic 
charting, where the GPS feed automatically plots the ship’s 
position on a digital chart. 

There is even a conning autopilot. Navigation teams can 
input a track that autopilot will follow, turning and changing 
speed automatically to stay on course. And if they input the 



 

27 
 

time they’d like to arrive at their destination, the ship will 
adjust speed to be there. Eckerle said this saves fuel — no 
more snaking through the water from an inexperienced 
helmsman; the computer efficiently stays on course. 

Changes are coming to the plant, too. In the central 
control station, two modern consoles have been installed. Each 
one, via touch screen or trackball, can control any part of the 
plant, from the electrical system to propulsion and auxiliaries, 
while the consoles they replaced were limited. As a result, 
only two watchstanders are needed during normal steaming: 
the engineering officer of the watch and an assistant EOOW. 

The new consoles are universal, so they can exchange 
duties. Or, all duties can be shifted to one console while the 
other is put into simulation mode, which allows engineers to 
handle drills on their consoles exactly as they would in a real 
casualty, but without affecting the plant. That has advantages 
both for training and the plant.  

“Machines are made to run, not start and stop,” Eckerle 
said. “Now, you’re not starting and stopping the engines all 
the time needlessly. You can maintain operator efficiency 
without putting that wear and tear” on the engines. 

The overhaul also comes with cameras. There are 29 
installed throughout Arleigh Burke’s plant, and they have 
already proved useful for monitoring the plant, according to 
one crew member. 

This setup “allows us to visually inspect different places 
if we get an alarm,” said Lt. Josh Welle, Arleigh Burke’s chief 
engineer. “For flooding, for fire, for smoke, it allows us to 
gain confidence in a casualty quicker, so our situational 

awareness increases.” Welle said the upgrades have made the 
engineering plant more accessible to a generation of Sailors 
accustomed to digital devices, but stressed that this change 
brings its own cultural challenges. 

“Our Sailors are looking at this modernization maybe like 
an iPad or a iPhone, when it’s really firefighting — it’s fluid, 
it’s flames,” he cautioned. “It’s a hazardous environment, not 
just a video game.” And this may only be the beginning. Logs, 
including the ship’s deck log, could become electronic. And 
with the installation of microphones, conning officers could 
issue rudder orders through voice commands, much as iPhone 
4S users can interact with Siri. Changes such as these could 
take years— or could be derailed completely by institutional 
or feasibility concerns, Eckerle said. His priority in this 
direction is automated casualty control. 

Many engine casualties, such as a high temperature alarm, 
require the engine to be stopped immediately. This could be 
initiated automatically and a second engine could be started, if 
required, Eckerle said. But this kind of system would be a big 
shift for the surface fleet, where missiles are launched and 
generators are started solely at an operator’s command.  

“The thing we’re wrestling with is whether or not you 
want to do that automatically or do you want to have an 
operator intervene and say, ‘Yes I want to do that,’ ” he said. 
“That’s a big culture change.” “Aviators pretty much let the 
planes fly themselves these days, I think,” he added. “We still 
like to have the man in the loop.” 
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36. 16 Littoral Combat Ships May Be Homeported Locally 
(SAN DIEGO BUSINESS JOURNAL 06 FEB 12) ... Brad Graves 

The U.S. Navy may station as many as 16 of its new 
Littoral Combat Ships at Naval Base San Diego during the 
years ahead. 

So says a draft environmental assessment prepared by the 
Navy. The document, now up for public comment, covers the 
period from October 2012 to September 2020, and predicts no 
construction and minimal environmental effects from the 
move. The document is available on the Web at 
http://www.navyregionsouthwest.com/go/doc/4275/1283991/ 

The ships will bring 3,600 people to the region: 1,700 
sailors plus 1,900 family members, the report notes. The 

report assumes that all would get housing outside the 32nd 
Street base. 

Littoral Combat Ships are smaller than typical Navy ships 
and are specifically built to operate in littoral — that is, 
shallow water — environments. 

The ships will carry Fire Scout unmanned helicopters, 
which will be stored and flight-tested at Naval Base Ventura 
County at Point Mugu. (Northrop Grumman Corp. does 
engineering work on the Fire Scout at its facility in Rancho 
Bernardo.) 
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37. Pentagon Delaying Purchase Of 24 V-22 Ospreys 
(REUTERS 06 FEB 12) 

The Pentagon is sticking to its plans to buy 122 more V-
22 Osprey aircraft built by Boeing Co and Textron Inc's Bell 
Helicopter, but will put off ordering two dozen of the planes 
until after fiscal 2017, according to U.S. officials and several 
sources familiar with the plan. 

The U.S. Navy still plans to buy 98 tilt-rotor aircraft 
through a five-year fixed-price incentive agreement, after the 
companies said they could cut the cost of the planes by at least 
10 percent despite the lower quantity, said Virginia-based 
defense analyst Loren Thompson, who has close ties to 
industry. 

The slowdown in production of the V-22 is one of many 
measures proposed by the Pentagon as it begins implementing 

plans to cut proposed defense spending by nearly half a trillion 
dollars over the next decade. The changes must still be 
approved by U.S. Lawmakers, Reuters reports. 

The military must demonstrate cost savings of at least 10 
percent to win congressional approval for a multiyear 
procurement deal, which could have proven challenging given 
the smaller number of planes to be covered. 

But Bell Helicopter and Boeing have told Navy officials 
they can still achieve the required costs savings, and their 
plans to do so were approved by the Pentagon's Cost 
Accounting and Program Evaluation group, said Thompson. 

"There is no reduction in the program of record," said one 
source familiar with the Navy's acquisition plan for the 



 

28 
 

Osprey, which flies like a plane but tilts its rotors to take off 
and land like a helicopter. 

The Navy is planning to buy 98 V-22s in the five-year 
spending plan to be sent to Congress on February 13, down 
from an originally planned 122, according to plans circulated a 
week ago, said one U.S. official, who declined to be identified 
while speaking of a matter that may still be under review. 

A Navy spokeswoman declined comment until the budget 
is formally released on February 13. She said the Pentagon 
was required to certify to Congress that the proposed V-22 
multiyear purchase would generate the required savings by 
March 1. 

Current Navy plans call for a contract to be signed with 
the companies at the end of 2012, she said. 

The military services like multiyear agreements because 
they stabilize the supplier base and encourage long-term cost 
reductions. Companies like deals that stretch for multiple 
years because they make programs more stable and allow 
companies to factor future orders into their financial results. 

Andrew Lee, a spokesman for the Bell-Boeing venture, 
said the companies were pleased that the Pentagon was 
sticking with plans for a second V-22 multiyear agreement, 

and said their officials were actively engaged while the Navy 
evaluated a proposal submitted last summer. 

A second V-22 multiyear contract would generate 
additional savings for U.S. taxpayers while "bringing strength 
and stability to the industrial base," said Lee. 

He said the Bell Boeing V-22 program was on time and 
under budget as it executed its first multiyear procurement 
contract, a $10.9 billion deal that includes fiscal years 2008-
2012 and calls for the production of 174 aircraft. 

Thompson said the Marine Corps, which counts on the 
multirole aircraft for a variety of missions, needed the 
additional 24 aircraft that would be postponed until after the 
next five-year budget to replace any planes lost in combat. 

More than 145 Osprey tiltrotors are currently in operation, 
according to a company fact sheet. Marine Corps MV-22s are 
currently deployed in Afghanistan, while Air Force CV-22s 
are deployed in support of ongoing special operations 
missions. 

Marine Lieutenant General Dennis Hejlik, head of Marine 
Corps Forces Command, told reporters on Tuesday that some 
big programs like the V-22 faced cuts as the defense budget 
declined, but gave no details. 
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38. 'A Geriatric Air Force' 
Fleets fade away with budget 
(WASHINGTON TIMES 06 FEB 12) ... Rowan Scarborough 

America's aging tactical Air Force - the jets that protect 
ground troops and strike hard-to-reach targets - is shrinking 
just as the Pentagon is cutting even more planes to achieve 
nearly a half-trillion dollars in spending cuts. 

The trend has set off alarms among retired fighter pilots, 
some of whom wrote to Congress last month warning that 
U.S. "TacAir" is in trouble. 

They fear the political pressure to drive down the deficit 
will mean there will never be enough money to replace 1970s 
jets with advanced aircraft to operate against rising militaries 
such as China's, which last year unveiled its own stealth 
fighter, the J-20. 

"With the exception of our airlift fleet, we have a geriatric 
Air Force," said retired Lt. Gen. David A. Deptula, a former F-
15 Eagle pilot and Operation Desert Storm war planner. 
"We're flying fighters that are 30 years old. What people seem 
to miss is, a fighter is not like an airliner, where you take off 
from Point A and go to Point B. Our pilots put six to nine 
[gravitational forces] on these things every day." 

Gen. Deptula, who now heads the Mav6 LLC aerospace 
company, pointed to a 2007 event that has come to symbolize 
the collection of elderly fighter jets: An Air National Guard F-
15C, the premier air superiority jet, broke apart in the sky 
during combat training. The pilot ejected safely. 

The Air Force grounded the entire F-15 fleet and later 
attributed the breakup to a manufacturing flaw in some aircraft 
dating back to the 1970s. 

The total number of Air Force fighters, which include the 
F-16 Falcons, F-15 Eagles, A-10 Thunderbolts and F-22 
Raptors, has fallen by nearly 25 percent, from 2,477 in 2001 to 
2,004 today, according to service figures provided to The 
Washington Times. In 2001, the Air Force flew an even larger 
fighter force in 2001, counting 52 F-117 stealth fighters that 
were retired in 2006. 

Today, it has 372 fewer F-16s and 263 fewer F-15s than 
in 2001, but 179 more F-22s, which have yet to see combat. 

Budget cuts will drive the total lower. 
Air Force Secretary Michael B. Donley recently 

announced another retirement of tactical aircraft - 102 A-10s 
and 21 F-16s - to help meet demands of $487 billion in 
spending cuts over 10 years, as announced last month by 
Defense Secretary Leon E. Panetta. 

Mr. Panetta said the Air Force would lose six, or 10 
percent, of its 60 tactical air squadrons, coming on the heels of 
former defense chief Robert M. Gates' decision in 2009 to 
retire 255 older jet fighters. 

Navy air doing better 
The average age of an Air Force fighter is now 22 years, 

nearly double what it was in 1999, and an age at which fighter 
jets usually are retired. The service faces a shortfall of 100 to 
as many as 800 fighter jets by 2024. As a result, it is being 
forced to invest millions of dollars in older F-16s to extend 
their life spans. 

"We've got to recapitalize our force if, in fact, we're going 
to be able to provide the nation what it needs, what it's come 
to expect, in terms of aerospace capability," said Gen. 
Deptula, who took part in several Pentagon studies on the 
military's future. "We've known about this for 20-plus years." 

By the numbers, the Navy, which flies a fighter fleet 
about half the size of the Air Force's, seems to be doing better. 

After 10 years of frequent carrier deployments during two 
long wars in Afghanistan and Iraq, the Navy has almost the 
exact same number of fighters - 1,179 - as in 2001. It has 
retired older F-18 Hornets in favor of newer F-18E/F Super 
Hornets. 

Yet it too faces a projected fighter gap of required 
missions compared with available aircraft. The Navy plans to 
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do life-stretching work on 150 older F-18s, from 8,600 flight 
hours to 10,000 to ensure the gap does not exceed 50 planes. 

John E. Pike, a longtime military analyst who directs the 
GlobalSecurity.org research website, said President Obama's 
military strategy, which ditches the demand that the armed 
forces be able to fight two big land wars at once, means the 
Air Force and Navy have a sufficient number of fighters. 

"Now we have only one major theater war, at most," Mr. 
Pike said. "The tactical aviation components were sized before 
the precision revolution, in an age of sorties per target, and 
now we live in an age of targets per sortie. Probably, we have 
a bit more tactical aviation than is called for at the moment." 

This is the point Mr. Panetta and the top brass are making 
to justify smaller armed forces overall. 

Their strategic guidance paper calls for increased 
spending on unmanned aircraft, such as the missile-carrying 
MQ-1 Predator and the larger MQ-9 Reaper. The Pentagon 
has spent the past 10 years perfecting precision-guided bombs 
that allow one pilot to hit multiple targets. 

An Air Force "white paper" last week put a brave face on 
future fighter cuts. 

"The Air Force has made the hard choices to closely align 
with the new strategic guidance in our [fiscal 2013] budget 
submission by trading size for quality," the Air Force 
leadership said. "We will be a smaller but superb force that 
maintains the agility, flexibility, and readiness to engage a full 
range of contingencies and threats." 

Joint strike fighter flak 
The Pentagon is juggling the retirements of some old 

planes and the refurbishments of others as its newest fighter 
keeps hitting turbulence. 

The F-35 joint strike fighter is a multirole stealth aircraft 
that was supposed to be entering the fleet in large numbers 
two years ago. But it remains dogged by huge cost overruns 
and technical failures. 

Mr. Panetta has announced another production slowdown, 
putting more pressure on the current fighter fleet to keep 
performing. 

At $382 billion for 2,443 planes, the F-35 Lightning is the 
most expensive weapons system ever, and perhaps the most 
important, given it is the long-term replacement for three 
venerable aircraft: the F-18 Hornet, F-16 Falcon and AV-8B 
Harrier. 

Each F-35 has doubled in cost to more than $130 million, 
and the aircraft will not reach full production until 2018 as the 
current fighter fleet keeps aging. 

"In so many different respects, the F-35 program truly 
represents a tragedy," Sen. John McCain, Arizona Republican, 
said in a December floor speech. "The Air Force, Navy and 
Marine Corps desperately need new aircraft to take the place 
of the current strike and fighter jets that have been at war for 
most of the last 10 years. These well-worn legacy aircraft are 
coming to the end of their service lives." 

Ten retired generals, joined by two former Air Force 
secretaries, sent a letter Jan. 25 to the Senate Armed Services 
Committee to promote new fighters and heavy bombers. 

"It is critical to recognize that the capabilities afforded by 
the Air Force require investment," the group wrote. "Major 
recapitalization was deferred for the past 20 years, yielding a 
fleet that averages a quarter of a century in age." 

They added: "While other branches within the 
Department of Defense experienced significant growth in the 
post-9/11 environment, the Air Force's share of the budget 
declined below 20 percent - a record low. Key modernization 
efforts were canceled, often derided as Cold War relics, and 
major portions of the fleet were filled with aircraft optimized 
for the permissive environments of Afghanistan and Iraq. In 
truth, this approach emphasized short-term operational 
demands over long-term global realities." 

The signers included three retired four-star generals who 
commanded Air Combat Command in Langley, which 
oversees all the service's combat aircraft. 

Gen. Deptula, one of the signers, said the only remedy is 
to make the F-35 work and buy it. 

"You don't want to go out and buy new old stuff because 
F-16s and F-15s and F-18s are not survivable against modern 
threats," he said. "You need fifth-generation capabilities that 
are resident on F-35 and F-22. They are much more capable 
than their predecessors in a variety of different functions and 
roles." 

Retired Air Force Maj. Gen. Charles D. Link, a former 
fighter pilot who held senior staff positions in the Pentagon, 
disagrees with decisions to shrink the Air Force's fighter 
count. 

"The larger problem is that the world that we have 
inherited is one in which bad people need to be dissuaded or 
disabled with the least cost in American blood and treasure," 
Gen. Link said. "And air and space power provide the best 
means to do that. 

"I don't think we should be reducing the Air Force. People 
look to long-range weapons like bombers and missiles and fail 
to understand they are not a suitable substitute for tactical air 
power in that tactical air power is so distributable." 
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39. U.S. Navy Equips Unmanned Boats With Non-Lethal Weapons For Fleet Experiment 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 06 FEB 12) ... U.S. Fleet Forces Public Affairs 

NORFOLK -- U.S. Fleet Forces Command (USFF) 
directed a follow-on fleet experiment this week off the 
shoreline of Fort Eustis to explore capabilities for unmanned 
surface vessels (USVs) to deploy non-lethal weapons during 
maritime security and force protection operations.  

"Equipping unmanned surface vessels with non-lethal 
weapons will further expand the capabilities of our Naval 
forces to confront an increasingly complex set of threats," 
Rear Adm. Scott Craig, USFF Deputy Chief of Staff for Fleet 
Policy, Capabilities Requirements, Concepts, and 

Experimentation said. "Results from this experiment will be 
relevant not only to the U.S. Navy, but also to other Services, 
coalition partners and allies."  

Operating in autonomous and semi-autonomous modes, 
the small militarized boats are equipped to employ a 
directional acoustic hailer, eye dazzling laser and flash-bang 
munitions; each non-lethal weapon was carefully-orchestrated 
to respond to a set of threatening behaviors from intruder 
vessels.  
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During Trident Warrior 2011, held in July, the USVs' 
ability to autonomously react to vessels traveling in protected 
waterways were previously tested and validated.  

Cmdr. Mike Frantz, USFF's Director for Fleet 
Experimentation, explained the importance of experimenting 
with real assets in an operational environment.  

"The Fleet Experimentation program allows the Navy to 
partner with commercial and government organizations to 
address and obtain solutions where critical maritime capability 
gaps exist," said Frantz. "We each have a different piece of the 
solution and while laboratory experiments form the foundation 
of the technology development, the ability to experiment with 
that technology, at sea, in realistic scenarios, is crucial if you 
want the end result to be relevant to the Fleet Commander's 
need."  

More than 100 successful runs were completed over the 
course of the week. Experiment control collected geo-
positional data from the boats, surveys from fleet users and 

observer logs from subject matter experts. The results are 
expected to drive recommendations to Navy decision makers. 

"No one is firing at us here in Virginia, nor are they trying 
to detonate any explosives near our ships, but these types of 
malicious scenarios drive our requirement to be prepared for 
the next time they do," Frantz said. "Getting this defensive 
capability into the hands of warfighters to counter that 
aggression will be a game-changer for our forces when they 
are operating in dangerous waterways." 

Participants for this event include USFF, the Navy 
acquisition community, several components of Naval Sea 
Systems Command, commercial industries and academia. The 
Fleet Experimentation plan continues in June with the start of 
the annual Trident Warrior experimentation series. This year's 
Trident Warrior is multi-phased and will be integrated with 
several large joint and multinational exercises in the West 
Coast operating areas. 
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40. U.S. Navy Submarine Squadron 3 Disestablishes As Submarine Squadron 1 Changes Command 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 06 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Ronald Gutridge, Commander, Submarine Force, 
U.S. Pacific Fleet Public Affairs 

PEARL HARBOR -- The Pearl Harbor-based 
Commander, Submarine Squadron (COMSUBRON) 3 
disestablished, as COMSUBRON 1 changed command, during 
an official ceremony aboard USS Greeneville (SSN 772) at the 
submarine piers at Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam Feb. 2.  

The disestablishment reassigns all COMSUBRON 3 
attack submarines to COMSUBRON 1 and COMSUBRON 7. 
Under the deactivation, USS Jacksonville (SSN 699), USS 
Key West (SSN 722) and USS North Carolina (SSN 777) are 
assigned to COMSUBRON 1 and USS Louisville (SSN 724) 
and USS Olympia (SSN 717) are assigned to COMSUBRON 
7. USS Chicago (SSN 721) will be assigned to 
COMSUBRON 15 in Apra Harbor, Guam. COMSUBRON 1 
will support the unit and act as its host until she conducts a 
change of homeport to Guam.  

Rear Adm. Frank Caldwell, Commander Submarine 
Force, U.S. Pacific Fleet, guest speaker at the event, remarked 
on the history of the squadron.  

"The demands of our national security evolve, as do the 
fiscal demands on the country. But the hallmark of our force is 
that we have always adapted. We are driven by the strategic 
imperative that we must be combat ready," said Caldwell. "So 
as Squadron 3 decommissions, one thing that we can 
absolutely count on is that our people will deal with this 
change, lead through it and deliver a better, more capable 
submarine force in the end. Our measure of success on a day-
to-day basis is the ability to send submarines on deployment, 
have them operate for months away from homeport, complete 
the mission and return safely home."  

Outgoing COMSUBRON 3 Commodore Capt. James 
Childs also noted the rich history of the squadron.  

"Throughout the years, the complexion, the submarines, 
the assigned missions and the location of Submarine Squadron 
3 have changed" said Childs. "What has not changed is the 
dedication that the squadron has had to the crews and 
submarines that have belonged to and thrive under its care. 
Decommissioning Submarine Squadron 3 will certainly add to 

the challenges of our submarines, squadrons and supporting 
commands face."  

Following the disestablishment, Childs relieved Capt. 
Stanley Robertson as Commodore of COMSUBRON 1.  

Rear Adm. Caldwell spoke on Robertson's performance.  
"I have had the privilege of watching Commodore 

Robertson in action since becoming commander of the Pacific 
submarine force and I can tell you that his reputation and the 
reputation of his submarines is one of excellence," said 
Caldwell. "Thank you for your leadership, your tenacity and 
your hard work. You have positioned your team for success."  

During his remarks, Caldwell presented Robertson with 
the Legion of Merit. 

Robertson expressed his gratification and appreciation for 
his squadron staff as well as the crews of the submarines that 
fell under his leadership. 

"Ultimately, modern submarines take an incredible team. 
The challenges they are conquering, and the talent and effort 
they pour into their jobs has been a gratifying education," said 
Robertson. "When we get one of our submarines underway, 
there is a great satisfaction in this job during those times, and 
it is coupled with a deep appreciation for my staff and my men 
on the front lines." 

As Childs stepped down from command of 
COMSUBRON 3 and assumed command of COMSUBRON 
1, he praised Robertson for the squadron's outstanding 
reputation on the waterfront and described how honored he is 
to be selected for this position of trust. 

"Submarine Squadron 1, it is an honor, a pleasure and a 
chance of a lifetime to be able to continue my command here 
in Pearl Harbor, to serve you, and to serve with you," said 
Childs. "I will give you the best I have to offer, and I look 
forward to great things from all of you as we sail into the 
challenging waters ahead." 

Submarine Squadron 3 was formed Nov. 25, 1930, at 
Coco Solo in the Panama Canal Zone. Following the Japanese 
attack on Pearl Harbor, most of the squadron's submarines 
moved to the Pacific side of the Canal Zone to protect the 
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canal from potential attacks by enemy surface forces. By 
August 1943, Submarine Squadron 3 retained only four 
submarines, all others had transferred to more forward areas in 
support of the global war effort. By May 1945, there were no 
submarines left in the squadron; only the rescue vessel USS 
Mallard (AM 44) and three destroyers remained. 

The United States built a fleet of diesel-electric 
submarines during the war and commissioned a new 
submarine tender, USS Sperry (AS 12), near its end. To 
support these ships, the Navy reorganized its submarine 
squadrons, re-establishing COMSUBRON 3 on Guam Oct. 1, 
1945. COMSUBRON 3 moved to San Diego in February 
1946, where it stayed until it deactivated in 1995. 

COMSUBRON 3 was reactivated in June of 1997 in Pearl 
Harbor. In 2003, five submarines from COMSUBRON 3 were 
deployed in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom. Three of 
these submarines, USS Columbia (SSN 771), USS Louisville 
(SSN 724) and USS Key West (SSN 722), conducted 
Tomahawk strike operations against targets in Iraq. 

For 82 years COMSUBRON 3 has served with 
distinction, from the R-1 built in 1917 to the USS North 
Carolina (SSN 777) of today. COMSUBRON 3 submarines 
have ensured our nation's ability to control the seas throughout 
the Pacific and Indian Oceans.  
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41. Navy’s Science Chief Targets Practical Fleet Concerns  
(NATIONAL DEFENSE 05 FEB 12) ... Sandra Erwin 

The Office of Naval Research made headlines last year 
when its engineers fired a projectile from an electromagnetic 
rail-gun with a muzzle velocity of Mach 7. 

But sci-fi projects increasingly are becoming luxuries for 
U.S. military laboratories, and pressure is growing on science 
shops such as ONR to deliver practical remedies to problems 
such as the rising cost of maintaining Navy ships. 

The Navy still wants its $1.5 billion science budget to 
deliver groundbreaking technology, but with Pentagon 
spending about to start dipping, researchers will see growing 
pressure to produce tangible payoffs. For the Navy, that means 
tackling everyday fleet annoyances such as ship corrosion and 
repairing aging components, said Rear Adm. Matthew L. 
Klunder, chief of naval research and director of test evaluation 
and technology requirements. 

"This isn’t glitzy," he said in an interview. "It isn’t going 
to get you on the walk of fame in Hollywood."  

Under the rubric of "total ownership costs," ONR is 
investigating new materials that could help prevent corrosion 
across the Navy’s 286-ship fleet, which boosts repair costs by 
$7 billion a year. ONR created a new coating that has helped 
to trim maintenance expenses for some ships by 35 percent, 
and developed a non-skid material that is more resistant to 
heat and cracking, Klunder said.  

High-end science remains a goal, he said. "The leadership 
wants ONR to continue strong on ‘game changing’ 
technologies such as directed energy, autonomous unmanned 
systems, cyber and electronic warfare," Klunder added. "But 
by the same token, they want to ensure that we keep systems 
in the current fleet viable." 

The Pentagon’s budget proposal for 2013, which projects 
spending cuts for the first time in more than a decade, has the 
armed services planning for smaller forces that also are better 
equipped and trained. Klunder said the projected downsizing 
offers an opportunity to exploit technology. In the Navy’s 
undersea force, for instance, there might be fewer attack 
submarines as construction of new boats gets delayed. But the 
Navy could fill gaps left by submarine cutbacks with robotic 
surveillance mini-submarines. "You save money and increase 
capacity with unmanned underwater vehicle technology," said 

Klunder. "You’ll see more [UUV systems] in the water over 
the coming year." 

ONR promotes the use of digital simulations as 
substitutes for costly live training drills. In aviation units, for 
example, "When we train people, you’re burning fuel." With 
"immersive simulations," some of that expense can be 
avoided, he added. Marine Corps infantry units at Camp 
Pendleton, Calif., also are taking advantage of the new 
technology. " We put over 13,000 Marines through an 
immersive infantry trainer over last year alone." 

ONR designed a simulator for Sailors who need to 
prepare for counter piracy missions. They can practice how to 
board a hostile ship and handle dicey hostage scenarios. 

Another way in which the military could save money is 
by adding new gizmos to existing aircraft so they can perform 
extra functions.  

ONR has asked contractors to submit bids for a sensor kit 
that could turn conventional helicopters into robotic cargo 
delivery vehicles. 

Under a five-year $98 million project, companies will be 
asked to design an "autonomous aerial cargo utility system" 
that could be used with any helicopter, said Mary (Missy) 
Cummings, project manager at ONR. Ground supply convoys 
in warzones are often targeted with buried bombs and rockets, 
so the military is looking for ways to increase aerial deliveries, 
Cummings said. An unpiloted helicopter, called K-MAX, 
already is being used by Marines in Afghanistan. But ONR’s 
technology is far more advanced, Cummings said. "K-MAX is 
elementary school and AACUS is college in terms of the kinds 
of technology advancements we are making." The AACUS 
system is a huge leap in artificial intelligence, she said. "It 
finds its own way through bad weather, through obstacles."  

Autonomy in military vehicles, she said, means that 
"we’re not just controlling toys, we’re doing complex 
missions." She believes that systems such as AACUS could 
save the military billions of dollars over time because it would 
not have to buy new aircraft.  

Cummings, who was a Navy fighter pilot for 10 years, 
flying F/A-18 Hornets and A-4 Skyhawks, is a pioneer in the 
design of accessible drone technology that anyone could 
operate from a smartphone or tablet computer. 
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42. Raytheon 'Networked Weapon' Clears Testing Hurdle 
(ARIZONA DAILY STAR 03 FEB 12) 

The U.S. Navy has completed developmental testing of 
Tucson-based Raytheon Missile System's Joint Standoff 
Weapon (JSOW) C-1. 

The conclusion of developmental testing keeps the 
program on track to reach initial operating capability in 2013, 
Cmdr. Samuel Hanaki of the U.S. Navy's Precision Strike 
Weapons program office said in a news release by Raytheon. 

However, Raytheon has been producing the JSOW C-1 
since 2009 under a simultaneous development and production 
plan. 

The JSOW C-1, which Raytheon calls "the world's first 
networked weapon," is the latest version of the unpowered 
glide bomb. 

With a range of 70 miles, the weapon can receive target 
updates in-flight from the launching aircraft or from other 
aircraft, ships or ground stations. It can strike a precise point 
on a moving ship using an autonomous target seeker, Hanaki 
said. 

During the test, which met all objectives, the JSOW C-1 
was released from an F/A-18F Super Hornet fighter jet and 
guided to a small, fast moving ship target located about 29 
miles from the launch point. The weapon provided status 
messages via a two-way datalink and used in-flight target 
updates provided by a second Super Hornet. 

About 280 Raytheon employees in Tucson work on the 
JSOW C-1 program, the company said. 
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BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
43. New Growler Squadron Coming To Yokosuka-Based Carrier This Spring 
(STARS AND STRIPES 06 FEB 12) ... Erik Slavin 

YOKOSUKA NAVAL BASE, Japan – The USS George 
Washington’s air wing will gain a squadron of advanced 
electronic warfare aircraft early this spring, representing the 
Navy’s latest move to bolster its presence in the Asia-Pacific 
region, military officials said Monday. 

The introduction of the recently developed EA-18G 
Growler jets gives the Navy new radar- and signal-jamming 
capabilities in a region where top Defense Department 
officials have expressed concern over China’s modernizing 
military, and its apparent pursuit of a strategy designed to 
deny U.S. access to large parts of the East and South China 
seas. 

“The United States must maintain its ability to project 
power in areas in which our access and freedom to operate are 
challenged,” the Pentagon’s Priorities for 21st Century 
Defense strategic document stated in January. “Sophisticated 
adversaries will use asymmetric capabilities, to include 
electronic and cyberwarfare, ballistic and cruise missiles, 
advanced air defenses, mining and other methods to 
complicate our operational calculus.” 

Although China and U.S. officials have emphasized that 
they are not adversaries, the U.S. remains sworn to defend 
Taiwan, whose reintegration into China remains a “core 
interest” for Beijing. 

The electronic attack squadron VAQ-141 and its Growler 
jets will replace VAQ-136 and its EA-6B Prowler aircraft at 

Naval Air Facility Atsugi in Japan. The Prowler squadron will 
transfer to Naval Air Station Whidbey Island, Wash., Navy 
officials said. 

The EA-18G Growler first saw combat in late 2010 and 
also flew during NATO operations in Libya last year. The 
Prowler has been updated multiple times since its introduction 
in 1971. 

The Growler is much faster than its predecessor and 
requires only two operators, instead of the four-man crew 
needed for the Prowler. 

“When this transition is complete, the George Washington 
and Carrier Air Wing 5 will possess the most capable carrier 
air wing in the U.S. Navy,” said Cmdr. KC Marshall, 
spokesman for Commander Naval Forces Japan. 

The Prowler is a variant of the F-18 fighter jet and shares 
about 90 percent of its parts, Marshall said. 

“Since we already have F-18s, it decreases the cost of our 
maintenance,” Marshall added. “That’s one of the biggest 
advantages right off the bat, along with its capabilities.” 

During the past year, the carrier air wing has seen 
numerous upgrades, including upgraded E-2C Hawkeye 2000 
planes, which provide data links to ships conducting ballistic 
missile-defense operations at sea. 

The air wing also received 24 upgraded F/A-18E Super 
Hornet fighters last year. 
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44. Marine Base To Remain In Futenma: U.S. 
Realignment plan faces revision 
(JAPAN TIMES 06 FEB 12) 

A senior U.S. official told Japanese officials in late 
January that Futenma Air Station will have to stay in 
Ginowan, Okinawa Prefecture, for the time being because of 
the standoff over its relocation plan, sources close to bilateral 
relations said Sunday. 

This suggests that the facility, U.S. Marine Corps Air 
Station Futenma, is staying in the crowded city despite a 
formal bilateral agreement to return the land to Japanese 

control once a replacement facility is built for it elsewhere in 
the prefecture. 

On Saturday, Japan and the United States reportedly 
agreed to move 4,700 marines in Okinawa to Guam instead of 
8,000, delinking the transfer plan from the contentious 
Futenma relocation plan stipulated in the road map for 
realigning U.S. forces in Japan. 
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The developments have increased the likelihood that the 
relocation issue is headed for the back burner, which is likely 
to upset the already upset Okinawan public, which has been 
fighting the plan tooth and nail for well over a decade. 

Okinawan residents have been pushing to move the base 
because of safety and noise concerns, but they also oppose 
moving it to Henoko, a less populated coastal area further 
north in Okinawa, and want it ousted from the prefecture 
instead. 

The United States believes that it is crucial for the 
marines to retain an air facility in Okinawa and will therefore 
continue to press Japan to follow through on the 2006 
agreement, which stipulates that Japan is to build a new air 
facility in Nago, Okinawa Prefecture, to absorb the functions 
performed at Futenma, the sources said. 

The U.S. comments about staying in Futenma were made 
during high-level trilateral talks on South Korea's Jeju Island 
at the end of January. After making the statement, the U.S. 
official also said that progress on the Futenma relocation issue 
couldn't be expected anytime soon, the sources said. 

The U.S. side has been planning to conduct repair work at 
Futenma in the belief that the base will continue to be used. 

Both governments now plan to accelerate talks and are 
looking to review the accord that requires Japan to share the 
cost of moving the Okinawa-based marines to Guam. 

The transfer of around 8,000 marines and 9,000 
dependents from Okinawa to the U.S. territory of Guam has 
been a pillar of the 2006 bilateral accord on the realignment of 
U.S. forces in Japan, in which progress on relocating Futenma 
was made a precondition for the troops' move. 

However, the U.S. Department of Defense is now 
considering rotating 4,000 of them through Australia, Subic 
Bay and perhaps a smaller base in the Philippines and Hawaii, 
according to the sources, who asked not to be identified 
because the plan hasn't been announced. 

The U.S. is realigning its forces in the Asia-Pacific as the 
Obama administration refocuses attention on the region after 
more than a decade of wars in Iraq and Afghanistan. At the 
same time, the Pentagon is seeking to cut about $490 billion 
from projected defense spending over a decade. 

But neither Japan nor the United States disagrees on the 
plan to keep around 10,000 marines in Okinawa even after the 
relocation plan is reviewed. 

The central government submitted an environmental 
impact report to the Okinawa Prefectural Government at the 
end of last year in an effort to move the relocation project 
forward. 

The two countries will likely officially announce the 
transfer of the 4,700 marines to Guam on Feb. 13, the sources 
said. 

With the Guam transfer delinked from the base move, 
chances are growing for the entire road map for the U.S. 
forces realignment plan in Japan to be drastically reviewed, 
observers say. 

Subsequently, the return of six facilities and land 
occupied by the U.S. military and south of the air force's 
Kadena base in Okinawa will be also reconsidered, the sources 
said. 

The road map says land south of the Kadena base will be 
returned after the Futenma base is moved to Nago and the 
marines are transferred to Guam. 
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45. Imperial Valley Residents Glam Up, Celebrate Navy, Air Show 
(IMPERIAL VALLEY PRESS 04 FEB 12) ... Elizabeth Varin 

NAVAL AIR FACILITY EL CENTRO — With the 
occasional sound of a helicopter or jet overhead, local 
officials, residents and U.S. Navy supporters joined together to 
honor two Sailors and gear up for the air show coming next 
month. 

The El Centro Chamber of Commerce held its sixth Air 
Show Gala on Friday evening, bringing more than 100 people 
to the local Navy base for a formal black-tie event. 
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46. Indian Head Base At Risk Of Closure In Looming BRAC Fight 
Officials Say Plans Are Threat, Opportunity 
(SOMDNEWS.COM 03 FEB 12) ... Jeff Newman  

In the wake of U.S. Secretary of Defense Leon Panetta’s 
announcement last week that the military could be facing 
another round of base realignments and closures in the 2013 
federal budget, Charles County officials are preparing to take 
up arms yet again in all-out effort to protect the Naval Surface 
Warfare Center at Indian Head. 

Panetta laid out a plan for a “smaller and leaner” military 
that would cut $487 billion in defense spending over the next 
decade — as President Barack Obama and Congress agreed to 
do last summer — but promised it would remain “agile, 
flexible, rapidly deployable and technologically advanced.” 

“It will be a cutting-edge fighting force,” he said. 
The proposal includes “a series of tough budget choices,” 

including dropping 72,000 soldiers, 20,000 marines and six 
tactical Air Force squadrons. 

Less than a week after visiting the Patuxent River Naval 
Air Station, where he affirmed the military’s dedication to the 
Joint Strike Fighter program and took the F-35 off probation, 
Panetta said his budget would slow purchasing of the stealth 
jet “to be able to complete more testing and allow for 
developmental changes before we buy in significant 
quantities.” 

“We will also need to look at facilities infrastructure, 
balancing overseas forward presence requirements with basing 
requirements back home,” Panetta said. “In this budget 
environment, we simply cannot ... sustain the infrastructure 
that is beyond our needs or ability to maintain. Therefore, the 
president will request the Congress to authorize ... use of the 
base realignment and closure process so-called BRAC process 
with the goal of identifying additional savings and 
implementing them as soon as possible.” 
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Generally speaking, the BRAC process, established in 
1988, has been a boon for Southern Maryland’s military 
installations, particularly at Pax River, where hearty expansion 
has fueled more than a decade of tremendous economic 
growth in the Lexington Park area. 

But that doesn’t keep anxiety and uncertainty from setting 
in for communities that host military facilities whenever a new 
round of BRAC is mentioned. 

“After Secretary Panetta’s speech, obviously it raised our 
level of concern,” said Dennis Chappell, president of the 
Indian Head Defense Alliance. “The [alliance] has been 
heavily involved since 1992 and we’ve always felt threatened 
and will feel threatened in the future.” 

Indian Head Vice Mayor Ed Rice said, “Our story is sort 
of tied to the base and our future is tied to the base’s future, so 
we’re very aware that we need to do whatever we can to 
support the people on the base, from providing places to do 
business and eat lunch to keeping the base open, the full 
gambit.” 

The prospect of another BRAC surfaced in a recent 
alliance meeting, so “we expected this,” Rice added. 

Seemingly in danger every time another BRAC is 
announced, the Indian Head base was at particular risk during 
the last round in 2005, when the base was “granted an 11th-
hour stay of execution and that was due mostly to our elected 
officials” in Congress, alliance member and Charles County 
Chamber of Commerce President Carlos Montague said. “This 
time there’s nothing to guarantee Indian Head stays around, so 
we need to communicate that it’s necessary for them to stay 
here.” 

But Rice thinks recently announced plans to replace the 
base’s existing Goddard Power Plant with a decentralized 
steam system and build a 30-megawatt natural gas plant, data 
center and office space on 50 acres of underused land “sort of 
ensures their future or at least makes it harder to make them a 
candidate to be closed.” 

“I think they have a good chance of withstanding any 
future BRACs,” he said, adding that the base’s designation as 
the “national center of excellence for energetics materials ... 
[is] going to be a big factor in keeping them BRAC-proof.” 

Commissioner Debra M. Davis (D), whose district 
includes the base, reserved comment until the board has a 

chance to meet with the South Potomac Civilian-Military 
Community Relations Council on Feb. 15. 

Chappell said the alliance is focused on ensuring that 
“decision makers” and public officials remain aware of the 
base’s assets, particularly its “intellectual capital” of more 
than 600 scientists and engineers, which he added are “very 
difficult” to move during BRAC rounds. 

As a member of U.S. Rep. Steny H. Hoyer’s (D-Md., 5th) 
staff, Del. John L. Bohanan Jr. (D-St. Mary’s) has been 
heavily involved in each round of BRAC since the early 
1990s. Though the tension that enveloped the Indian Head 
base in 2005 is still fresh for many locals, Bohanan pointed 
out that the base ultimately added a new facility that year. 

“The nice thing about a BRAC, yes BRAC may threaten 
Indian Head for total closure, it has [before] ... but we’ve 
always managed to keep it safe,” Bohanan said. “It also 
represents the opportunity for having other things closed off 
and brought to Indian Head.” 

During the Southern Maryland delegation’s weekly 
meeting last week, Bohanan called the Indian Head base one 
with “some potential” where he would like to see “scenarios 
that we’ve been working on for a decade come true in the 
rounds of BRAC in 2013 and 2015.” 

Chappell said he felt confident a few weeks ago following 
a meeting co-sponsored by Hoyer at the Washington Navy 
Yard in Washington, D.C., during which key U.S. Navy 
officials said they “were looking to preserve science and 
technology, research and development.” But hearing research 
labs might be targeted in any future rounds of BRAC “made 
us more nervous,” he added. 

Roughly 3,000 jobs could be at risk “if we don’t help 
support that base,” Montague said, adding that the chamber’s 
goal is to help the alliance “retain what Indian Head has and 
grow its mission, to further insulate the base from future 
budget cuts.” 

“Being a national asset as far as the Defense Department 
is concerned and protecting the homeland, they are an asset 
and that really needs to be communicated to everyone that 
wants to keep Charles County viable,” Montague said. 
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47. Coronado, Navy Feel Friction Over Impact Of Air Base 
City in the dark about new noise, accident plan for North Island 
(SAN DIEGO UNION TRIBUNE 03 FEB 12) ... Michael Gardner 

For the most part, the city of Coronado embraces its 
neighbor just down the road. 

But now Coronado finds itself in the uncomfortable 
position of challenging North Island Naval Air Station over a 
still-confidential accident and noise zone plan that will not be 
released until the Department of Defense signs off this year. 

“Part of the difficulty is we just don’t know what it’s 
going to tell us to do,” said Coronado Councilman Michael 
Woiwode. 

Coronado is in the dark because the Navy’s plan is not 
subject to state or federal environmental reviews, thus the 
military can skip public airings. Moreover, a law passed in 
2002 requires city and county planners to incorporate the 
military’s zones and accompanying recommendations into 

local land-use policy. Previously, the military’s plan was 
advisory. 

The city has turned to Assemblyman Ben Hueso, a San 
Diego Democrat who represents Coronado. He agreed to carry 
legislation that would give the city more leeway in complying 
with the Navy’s plan, along with some other broader statewide 
policy changes at most military airports. 

But Hueso last week decided to retreat — after 
maneuvering the measure all the way to the Assembly floor. 

“The truth is the Navy has been really working hard with 
us in the process,” Hueso said. “We hope to work out our 
differences without a bill.” 

If not, the Navy’s airfield plan could force city planners to 
revamp zoning laws and building codes for parts of Coronado 



 

35 
 

to ensure that its regulations are compatible with the military’s 
flight plans. 

But that compatibility may come at a price for those 
within the Navy’s sphere. For example, nearby homeowners 
could be denied a permit to add space or be required to use 
costly noise-reducing construction materials when properties 
are remodeled. Businesses could face similar obstacles under a 
stringent accident-zone plan. 

Coronado officials stress that the changes proposed will 
not put residents at risk. There are about 30 homes now in the 
“clear” zone, the higher propensity area for a crash. “They are 
safe today, and they will be equally safe” when the new plan 
comes out, said City Manager Blair King. 

Several military commanders were dispatched to 
Sacramento to lobby lawmakers and deliver a message that the 
bill could threaten national security and set precedent for 
future land-use plans at military airports.  

Capt. Yancy Lindsey, commander of the Coronado naval 
base, was one of those leading the protest. 

In testimony delivered before the Assembly Local 
Government Committee, Lindsey stressed that he meets 
regularly with city officials and the public. The Navy’s airport 
strategy has been discussed on many occasions with civic 
leaders, he said. 

“We will, as we always have, continue to keep the city of 
Coronado apprised of our activities. … However, we are 
compelled to oppose any state laws or policies that have the 
potential of impinging on our ability to train, exercise and 
operate as required to meet our national security mission,” 
Lindsey said. 

For their part, Coronado officials stress the strain in 
relations is isolated to this issue. 

“We’re very much a red, white and blue town,” King said.  
Hueso said the legislation could reappear if a compromise 

remains elusive this spring.  
The Process 
Determining which land uses are compatible around 

military airports involves a number of steps by several key 
players. 

First, the military prepares what’s called an “Air 
Installation Compatible Use Zone.” Based on science, the 
document establishes specific accident and noise zones for its 
airfields to guide local planners and ensure that growth does 
not eventually encroach enough to curtail military operations. 
These complex designations and accompanying land-use 
policies must pass through an extensive chain-of-command 
procedure that leads up to the Department of Defense for a 
final signoff. 

Once released, local authorities step in. In this case, the 
San Diego County Regional Airport Authority, acting as a 
land-use commission, will be charged with ensuring the 
Navy’s goals are compatible with the authority’s umbrella 
zoning plan. 

Then, the city of Coronado will have to update its General 
Plan and other related policies. Permit applications will be 
judged based on conformance with the updated zoning laws. 

There is a tricky appeals proceeding. Counties and cities 
can overrule the airport plan, thus the military’s dictates, but 
only by finding serious fault with the edicts and adopting the 
override by a two-thirds vote. That vote, some believe, could 
expose a city or county to liability claims if there is an 
accident or some other harm to a homeowner or business. 

The History 
Military aviation and Coronado go hand in hand, from the 

days Ryan Air rolled out the Spirit of St. Louis for Charles 
Lindbergh’s historic trans-Atlantic flight in 1927 and the 
christening of the San Diego Municipal Airport as Lindbergh 
Field. 

Coronado predates North Island Naval Air Station — a 
“we were here first” point the city makes repeatedly. It 
incorporated in 1890; the Navy base came along in 1917, 
although pilots had trained at the sand flats since about 1911. 
Congress declared it “the birthplace of naval aviation” in 
1955. 

Over the years, the city grew until basically being built 
out. Meanwhile, the military aircraft based at North Island 
grew as well. Critics say the planes have become faster, 
noisier and potentially more dangerous as the airfield inched 
closer to Coronado. 

At the same time, California’s aviation industry was 
taking off. It soon became clear that guidelines to protect 
neighboring residents and businesses had to be put in place. 

In 1967, the Legislature created Airport Land Use 
Commissions that are charged with adopting compatibility 
plans designed to coexist with urban centers.  

The military is involved on a separate track that 
eventually merges — and sometimes conflicts — with civilian 
plans. Military installations have long prepared what the 
Department of Defense calls an “Air Installation Compatible 
Use Zone” designed to minimize conflicts with their 
neighbors, such as Coronado. The most recently approved 
North Island Naval Air Station plan came in 1984. 

At the time, Coronado, like most cities with airports, 
treated the military’s safety and noise zones as advisory 
documents. But in 2002, Gov. Gray Davis signed legislation 
that basically requires airport authorities to fold the military’s 
recommendations into civilian land use plans. 

And that’s why Coronado has been in talks with the 
Navy, as well as lawmakers. 

The Debate 
“The land-use plan is all about what you can do in the 

future,” said Coronado Councilman Michael Woiwode. “It 
may work out just fine … we have verbal assurances but 
nothing in writing.”  

Woiwode said the San Diego airport authority, acting on 
the 1984 Navy plan that was just advisory, proposed some 
land-use conditions “that would be pretty difficult to meet.” 

Another concern is whether new development could be 
banned within higher-propensity crash zones. 

Or the city may have to go to low-density zoning that 
could keep out some types of businesses, he said. 

Assemblyman Ben Hueso, D-San Diego, says the North 
Island Naval Air Station “is one of the most important airports 
in the world strategically in terms of national defense.”  

Nevertheless, Hueso said he felt compelled to step in 
because the Navy must consider its interests “first and 
foremost.” 

The city’s Hotel del Coronado is one of the businesses 
keeping a close watch on developments to ensure its interests 
are grandfathered into any airport plans. 

The military’s revisions “could potentially impact the 
hotel — if not immediately, in the future,” said Bill Dodds, 
vice president of hotel development. 
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Military officials lined up to oppose the bill, arguing that 
operations imperative to national defense should not be 
constrained. 

Capt. Yancy Lindsey, North Island’s commanding officer, 
said the override process in the law “preserves local 
government’s constitutional land use authority, local 
government’s ability to implement its plans and projects.” 

Lt. Col. Justin Trumbo, regional counsel to Air Force 
bases in California, told lawmakers that the legislation 
“threatens to undo years of a successful federal-state 
partnership.” 

Trumbo also sounded a subtle yet clear warning: Passage 
of Hueso’s measure “will provide no benefit to promoting 
aircraft or ground safety and may jeopardize California’s 
continued capacity to host sustainable military readiness 
training.” 

The San Diego County Regional Airport Authority has 
been watching the debate unfold but did not take a position on 
the legislation, according to Angela Shafer-Payne, vice 
president of planning and operations. 

The two sides have been in talks since 2005, but the Navy 
has not shared any final documents with the regional airport 
board, she said. 

Most recently, Miramar Marine Corps Air Station was 
developing its new noise and crash zone plans but decided to 
directly engage the public, partly due to litigation, Shafer-
Payne said. But there were also completely different 
circumstances in that the Navy was handing the base over to 
the Marines, so it was a change of use. 
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48. One Dead, 2 Severely Injured In Explosion At Marine Housing Complex 
(LOS ANGELES TIMES 04 FEB 12) 

One person was killed and two severely burned in an 
explosion Friday night at a family housing complex for 
Marines stationed at the Mountain Warfare Training Center at 
Bridgeport, in northern California. 

Thirty-eight families had to be evacuated as the blast and 
fire ripped through the Lincoln Military Housing 
Neighborhood about 8:45 p.m., damaging seven homes. 

The explosion was apparently caused by a propane leak, 
Marine officials said Saturday. Names of the dead and injured 
were not released. 

The 111-unit housing complex is in Coleville, a Mono 
County community about 30 miles from the Bridegeport 
training facility. 

Naval Criminal Investigative Service agents, as well as 
Marine Corps fire investigators, are assisting Cal-Fire and the 
Mono County authorities in assessing the damage and 
determining the cause of the explosion, which sent families 
fleeing into 15-degree weather. 

The Bridgeport facility, which provides training in cold-
weather and high-altitude combat techniques, sits on 46,000 
acres of the Toiyabe National Forest, on the eastern slope of 
the Sierra Nevada mountains. 

Marines and Sailors preparing to deploy to Afghanistan 
are sent to Bridgeport for training. The facility is under the 
command of officials at the Marine base at Twentynine Palms. 
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NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
49. Panetta Reassures European Allies Over Defense Cuts 
(REUTERS 04 FEB 12) ... David Alexander 

MUNICH--Defense Secretary Leon Panetta reassured 
European allies on Saturday that Washington remains 
committed to their security despite an austerity drive, pledging 
greater support for a NATO rapid-action force even as he cuts 
U.S. troops in the region. 

Panetta said the U.S. Army would still have about 37,000 
soldiers in Europe even after it withdraws two of its four 
combat brigades -- about 7,000 soldiers - as part of efforts to 
trim $487 billion from the defense budget over the next 
decade. 

"Our military footprint in Europe will remain larger than 
in any other region of the world," Panetta told a Munich 
security conference. 

"That's not only because the peace and prosperity of 
Europe is critically important to the United States, but because 
Europe remains our security partner of choice for military 
operations and diplomacy around the world. We saw that in 
Libya last year, and we see it in Afghanistan every day," he 
said. 

The United States has about 80,000 military personnel in 
Europe when Air Force, Navy and other troops are included. 

There are 28 U.S. military bases - 16 Army, 8 Air Force and 4 
Navy. 

The U.S. decision to cut its troop presence in Europe has 
raised concerns among the North Atlantic allies about waning 
support for its treaty commitment to mutual security and 
whether NATO forces would be able to train together enough 
to be able to conduct joint wartime operations. 

Panetta has said the United States would rotate U.S.-based 
soldiers to Europe for training on a regular basis. On Saturday 
he pledged to commit one U.S.-based brigade as Washington's 
contribution to the NATO Response Force. 

"The NRF was designed to be an agile, rapidly 
deployable, multinational force that can respond to crises 
when and where necessary," he said. "The United States has 
endorsed the NRF but has not made a tangible contribution 
due to the demands of the wars - until now." 

U.S. lawmakers have been critical of Europe for low 
levels of defense spending and have pressed for the 
withdrawal of American forces, saying it was time for the 
continent to shoulder more of the expense of defending itself. 
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But with all NATO allies facing budget constraints and 
falling defense spending, Panetta urged nations to work 
together to identify key military capabilities they would need 
over the next decade and cooperate to ensure they are 
maintained. 

"We must all continue to invest in national defense and in 
the shared responsibility and capabilities of NATO in order to 
best manage the security challenges of the future," he said. 
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50. U.S. Weighs Bigger Special Operations Role In Afghanistan 
New focus would be on advising Afghan forces, killing insurgent leaders 
(WASHINGTON POST 06 FEB 12) ... Greg Jaffe 

The U.S. military is planning to elevate the role of Special 
Operations forces in Afghanistan as it shifts away from a 
combat focus to a mission that places greater emphasis on 
advising Afghan forces and raids to kill top insurgent leaders, 
senior U.S. officials said. 

Initial steps in that direction are likely to take place in the 
next few months, when the Pentagon is expected to create a 
new two-star command that would oversee the entire Special 
Operations effort in Afghanistan. The new command would be 
led by Maj. Gen. Tony Thomas, the deputy commander of the 
military’s Joint Special Operations Command, which oversees 
the military’s elite counterterrorism forces around the world. 

The new Special Operations command in Afghanistan 
could eventually take over responsibility for the day-to-day 
war effort as U.S. troop levels drop in the country and as the 
United States moves away from its traditional combat role to 
an effort focused primarily on training and advising Afghan 
forces. 

The plan, which is still being considered, would mark a 
major change in the war effort, built around big American 
conventional units working alongside Afghan army and police 
forces to clear areas of insurgents and reestablish Afghan 
governance. In many aspects, it resembles a plan advocated by 
Vice President Biden in 2009 to focus U.S. efforts on training 
Afghan forces and killing high-level insurgent leaders. 

Biden’s proposal was largely rejected because U.S. 
military commanders said they needed additional conventional 
troops to push the Taliban out of major population centers and 
reverse its momentum. 

Defense Secretary Leon E. Panetta referred in broad terms 
to some of the changes last week when he said that the United 
States hopes to end its combat mission in Afghanistan by the 
middle of next year, more than a year earlier than scheduled. 

Although Thomas is expected to go to Afghanistan as 
early as this summer to lead the new Special Operations 
command, senior U.S. officials cautioned that there has not 
been a final decision to send him. 

The next step in the plan, which involves consolidating all 
NATO military daily operations of the war under a command 
led by a Special Operations officer, is still the subject of broad 
debate in the Pentagon and White House, U.S. officials said. 

“We are talking about a stair-step approach, and we 
haven’t even taken the first step in the process,” said a U.S. 
official who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss 
the administration’s planning. 

The move to shift more of the war effort in Afghanistan to 
Special Operations units was first reported online Saturday by 
the New York Times. 

There is still broad debate within the military and the 
White House over how quickly the United States can shift 

away from its combat mission and turn over primary 
responsibility for security to Afghan forces that are still weak. 

Although Panetta said the United States hopes to end its 
combat mission in Afghanistan by mid-2013, in some parts of 
eastern Afghanistan, conventional U.S. units could still be 
involved in heavy combat through 2014 and even into 2015, 
according to senior military officials in Washington and 
Kabul. 

In those areas, mountainous terrain and insurgent havens 
across the border in Pakistan have made it difficult for U.S. 
and Afghan units to push Taliban fighters out of remote 
valleys and hold on to gains once the enemy fighters are 
dislodged. 

The Obama administration has said it will bring home 
about 22,000 troops by September, cutting the overall size of 
the American force to 68,000. There will be heavy pressure on 
military commanders to continue the troop reductions into 
2013. 

Currently, the Afghan forces partner with similarly sized 
U.S. units in areas where the fighting is heaviest. U.S. forces 
patrol regularly alongside Afghan units and take a leading role 
when insurgents launch attacks. 

As American troop levels drop, U.S. commanders will by 
necessity have to rely more heavily on Afghan units to operate 
with minimal support from big, conventional Army and 
Marine units. 

Senior military officials said they will begin pairing up 
small, U.S.-led advisory teams with the more capable Afghan 
forces this spring. The full complement of U.S. advisory teams 
should be in place by early 2013. 

The new focus could rely on American Special Forces 
soldiers to fill out some of the advisory teams in the most 
violent areas of Afghanistan. The Special Forces troops would 
continue to advise and mentor elite Afghan units and the 
Afghan local police, a program in which villages form units to 
defend themselves. The primary mission of the Army’s 
Special Forces, also known as the Green Berets, is to mentor, 
train and fight alongside indigenous forces. The Special 
Forces teams also have the ability to marshal firepower from 
American warplanes for Afghan forces. 

Even with a heavy complement of Special Forces troops, 
the United States also would have to rely on significant 
numbers of conventional soldiers to fill out the advisory 
teams. 

The new plans being weighed by the Pentagon and the 
Obama administration would also keep large numbers of elite 
U.S. counterterrorism troops in Afghanistan to hunt the 
remaining terrorist threats and keep heavy pressure on 
insurgent leaders. 
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Thomas, who is expected to lead the consolidated Special 
Operations effort in Afghanistan, has extensive experience 
overseeing counterterrorism operations around the world. He 

also served in Iraq as an assistant division commander in the 
Army’s 1st Armored Division and is well known in the regular 
Army. 
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51. Budget Cyber Threat 
F-35 And Classified Programs Victimized By Network Intrusions 
(AVIATION WEEK AND SPACE TECHNOLOGY 06 FEB 12) ... David Fulghum, Bill Sweetman and Amy Butler 

How much of the F-35 Joint Strike Fighter's spiraling cost 
in recent years can be traced to China's cyber theft of 
technology and the subsequent need to reduce the fifth-
generation aircraft's vulnerability to detection and electronic 
attack? 

That is a central question that budget planners are asking, 
and their queries appear to have validity. Moreover, senior 
Pentagon and industry officials say other classified weapon 
programs are suffering from the same problem. Before the 
intrusions were discovered nearly three years ago, Chinese 
hackers actually sat in on what were supposed to have been 
secure, online program-progress conferences, the officials say. 

The full extent of the connection is still being assessed, 
but there is consensus that escalating costs, reduced annual 
purchases and production stretch-outs are a reflection to some 
degree of the need for redesign of critical equipment. 
Examples include specialized communications and antenna 
arrays for stealth aircraft, as well as significant rewriting of 
software to protect systems vulnerable to hacking. 

It is only recently that U.S. officials have started talking 
openly about how data losses are driving up the cost of 
military programs and creating operational vulnerabilities, 
although claims of a large impact on the Lockheed Martin JSF 
are drawing mixed responses from senior leaders. All the 
same, no one is saying there has been no impact. 

While claiming ignorance of details about effects on the 
stealth strike aircraft program, James Clapper, director of 
national intelligence, says that Internet technology has “led to 
egregious pilfering of intellectual capital and property. The F-
35 was clearly a target,” he confirms. “Clearly the attacks . . . 
whether from individuals or nation-states are a serious 
challenge and we need to do something about it.” 

The F-35 issue was ducked as well by David Shedd, 
deputy director of the Defense Intelligence Agency, but not 
the impact of cyber theft on defense spending and operational 
security. 

“I am not going to talk about the F-35, Shedd says. “I’d 
be sitting with the secretary having a counseling session. The 
answer is absolutely yes. The leaks have hurt our efforts in 
that it gives the adversary an advantage in having insights into 
what we’re doing. It should be clear that whether there are 
leaks on the technology side or that affect preemptive 
decision-making, they are very damaging to the intelligence 
community.” 

Those closer to the program are less equivocal about the 
damage that cyber intrusions are causing the JSF program. 

“You are on to something,” says a veteran combat pilot 
with insight into both the F-35 and the intelligence 
communities. “There are both operational and schedule 
problems with the program related to the cyber data thefts. In 
addition, there are the costs of redressing weaknesses in the 
original system design and lots of software fixes.” 

The subject also was addressed during Pentagon briefings 
about President Barack Obama’s budget for 2013. 

“We are very attentive . . . to cyber vulnerabilities in 
weapon systems, ours and those of others,” says Deputy 
Defense Secretary Ashton Carter. “It’s part of the modern 
world. It’s a highly computerized airplane. Like all our other 
computer systems, we have to be attentive to it.” 

In July 2011, then-Deputy Defense Secretary William 
Lynn pointed out that a foreign intelligence agency had 
victimized a major defense contractor and extracted 24,000 
files concerning a developmental system. That is important 
because a decision to redesign a compromised system depends 
on whether the lost information would help the intruder 
develop similar systems and generate methods of attack and 
defense. Some U.S. officials have pegged the costs at tens of 
billions of dollars. 

There is some empirical evidence to support this concern. 
China has made a habit in recent years of regularly rolling out 
new aircraft designs, including the J-20 stealth prototype strike 
fighter and a series of new unmanned aircraft that look like 
U.S. designs such as the Global Hawk and Sensor Craft. 

Nonetheless, the Pentagon’s ardor for the strike fighter 
has not dampened. 

“We want the airplane,” Carter declares. “We want all 
three variants. At the same time, there is the issue of cost and 
the performance of the program in this difficult time when we 
are trying to reach full-rate production. That’s still a concern. 
We’ll ride up that curve to full-rate production when it’s 
economically and managerially prudent to do it.” 

Despite the proclamation of support for the program, the 
Pentagon is expected to reduce by 179 aircraft the U.S. buy of 
F-35s through 2017 in the forthcoming fiscal 2013 defense 
spending request, according to a Reuters report. If approved 
by Congress, this would dash the hopes of Lockheed Martin to 
swiftly ramp up production and lower per-unit prices, a goal 
tied to the company’s campaign to sell the aircraft abroad. The 
Pentagon’s reasoning for slowing production is to reduce the 
impact of yet-unknown problems that could still arise from the 
flight-test program. In addition, the Block II software package 
is late. It was slated for release to the flight-testing fleet by the 
end of last year. 

An early concern about a possible avenue for hacking into 
stealth aircraft, the F-35’s Multifunction Advanced Data Link 
(MADL), is no longer suspect. It was dropped as an add-on to 
the F-22 and B-2 that would allow stealth aircraft to 
communicate without being detected. Program insiders say 
MADL was scrubbed as a “pure money issue.” MADL was 
designed for high throughput, frequency-hopping and anti-
jamming capabilities with phased-array antenna assemblies 
that send and receive tightly directed radio signals. 

The F-35 program may have been vulnerable because of 
its lengthy development. Defense analysts note that the JSF’s 
information system was not designed with cyberespionage, 
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now called advanced persistent threat, in mind. Lockheed 
Martin officials now admit that subcontractors (6-8 in 2009 
alone, according to company officials) were hacked and 
“totally compromised.” In fact, the stealth fighter program 
probably has the biggest “attack surface” or points that can be 
attacked owing to the vast number of international 
subcontractors. 

There also is the issue of unintended consequences. The 
2009 hacking was apparently not aimed at the F-35 but rather 
at a classified program. However, those accidental results 
were spectacular. Not only could intruders extract data, but 
they became invisible witnesses to online meetings and 
technical discussions, say veteran U.S. aerospace industry 
analysts. After the break-in was discovered, the classified 
program was halted and not restarted until a completely new, 
costly and cumbersome security system was in place. 

There is another view of what is affecting JSF and why. A 
former senior staffer for the U.S. Senate contends that the F-

35 program’s problems reflect diminishing interest in manned 
aircraft whose performance is limited primarily by its aircrew. 

“I think the biggest issue facing the JSF is that there has 
been a profound shift in the military’s perception of the value 
of manned aircraft compared to unmanned aircraft,” he says. 
“I’ve had long conversations with a Marine Corps forward air 
controller who has just returned from Afghanistan. He pointed 
out that an F/A-18 can be kept on call for 15 minutes, but an 
unmanned Reaper is there for eight hours. The day of the 
fighter pilot is over. There has been a seismic shift in the 
military’s value judgment of manned and unmanned aircraft.” 

However, that is a disputed analysis. 
The JSF and its mission of penetrating integrated air 

defense systems will not be threatened by unmanned aircraft 
despite cost issues, says a retired aerospace official who has 
been involved with the F-35 throughout its life. 
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52. Operation Hollywood: Seals In The Spotlight 
Stand Aside, Mark Wahlberg: The Active Duty Navy Seals Who Star In Act Of Valor Are Taking Your Job 
(BLOOMBERG BUSINESSWEEK 06 FEB 12) ... Tim Sohn 

On Nov. 5, 2009, just after 9 p.m., seven Navy SEALs 
were seated in the belly of a C-130 cargo plane, M4 rifles 
cradled by their sides. Decorated veterans of multiple 
deployments -- they had among them a Silver Star, two Purple 
Hearts, and multiple Bronze Stars -- the SEALs were fully 
“jocked up,” prepped to parachute into a hostage rescue. A 
soft red light suffused the bare interior, the men’s painted 
faces obscured but for the whites of their eyes and the 
occasional flash of teeth. They looked terrifying. 

“Is this a bad time to go to the bathroom?” asked one of 
the SEALs, directing the question toward a man in a white 
button-down at the rear of the plane standing behind a movie 
camera. The plane, parked on the edge of the tarmac at Naval 
Air Station North Island, in Coronado, Calif., had been turned 
into a film set for the night, abuzz with lights, cameras, 
production assistants, caterers, and makeup artists. The active 
duty SEALs -- whose names are being withheld by the U.S. 
Navy for operational reasons -- were part of an unprecedented 
collaboration between the Navy and Hollywood. They were 
prospective action stars. 

Act of Valor, in which most of the main roles are played 
by active duty SEALs, is slated for a 2,500-screen release on 
Feb. 24. It was acquired by Relativity Media in June, amid the 
post-Abbottabad swoon of SEAL coverage, for $13 million. 
The company is putting more than twice that into marketing, 
recognizing in the film a potential hit at the nexus of action, 
patriotism, authenticity, and current events. (Late last month, 
members of SEAL Team 6 mounted a rescue of two aid 
workers in Somalia, putting the SEALs back in the headlines 
just as Relativity is cranking up the film’s marketing push.) 

The outlook wasn’t always so rosy for the men who spent 
almost four years making the movie, the producing/directing 
duo of Scott Waugh and Mike “Mouse” McCoy, whose 
Bandito Brothers production company self-financed much of 
the initial shooting. Throughout the process, Waugh and 
McCoy, former stuntmen who had produced mostly 
commercials, struggled to find Hollywood backing for their 
unconventional project. “When we were pitching it, we told 

people we wanted to do this narrative film but we want to put 
the real SEALs in it,” Waugh says, “and they’d say, ‘Oh, so 
it’s a documentary.’” He and McCoy pieced together their 
shooting budget, largely from non-Hollywood sources, and 
kept working. 

Spring of 2011 found the Bandito team sitting on a nearly 
finished film, strategizing about how to get distribution. “Then 
on May 1, 2011, the SEALs get Osama bin Laden, which 
changed Hollywood’s perception of who the SEALs are,” 
Waugh says. Others wasted no time promoting SEAL-centric 
projects, including a film about the hunt for bin Laden by 
Kathryn Bigelow (director of The Hurt Locker) and an 
adaptation of Lone Survivor, a book about SEAL Team 10, 
directed by Peter Berg (Friday Night Lights). But Waugh and 
McCoy hung back, knowing they had something none of the 
bandwagoneers did: a finished film, and one with a level of 
SEAL access unlikely to be offered to anyone else. 
Eventually, they screened their film for four suitors, and 
Relativity, Ryan Kavanaugh’s nimble studio, came out on top. 

“The uniqueness spoke to us immediately,” says 
Relativity’s co-president, Tucker Tooley. “That said, we do 
have a process we go through on any film to make sure that it 
makes financial sense for us to negotiate a deal.” The Navy’s 
decision to sign on was driven by its own set of numbers. 
When they initiated the project in 2008, Naval Special 
Warfare (NSW) was trying to improve the way it recruited 
SEAL candidates as part of an effort to meet a 2006 mandate 
to increase the 2,500-man force by 500 over five years -- a 
challenge given that less than a quarter of recruits tend to 
make it through basic SEAL training. 

“Our question from the start was, how do we find more of 
the right guys for our training pipeline?” said Captain Duncan 
Smith, a SEAL and the director of NSW recruiting, over sushi 
in a San Diego mall two days before the C-130 shoot. The film 
began as an attempt to communicate the reality of SEAL life 
to a wider audience: the action, yes, but also the camaraderie, 
the values. It was also meant to wrest back the SEAL brand 
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from its pop-cultural fetishization, adding just a little 
Hollywood polish for good measure. 

To minimize the movie’s impact on Naval readiness, 
action sequences had to be tacked onto pre-existing training 
exercises, many of which were live-ammunition drills. That 
meant coordinating the SEALs’ schedules with training 
operations all over the country and with the movements of 
planes, ships, and nuclear submarines. All footage had to be 
“scrubbed” to make sure no sensitive information slipped 
through. 

Though they worked off a script by Kurt Johnstad (300), 
the directors and the SEALs rewrote nearly every scene. “You 
can’t argue what they would say,” Waugh says, “because 
they’re going to tell you: I wouldn’t say it that way.” (That 
didn’t prevent some clunkers: “Lieutenant, prepare your men 
for a bigger fight than what you had imagined.”) The acting 
isn’t going to win any Oscars, but that’s missing the point. 
Waugh says: “If you’re coming to see this movie, and you’re 
expecting Daniel Day-Lewis, then you’ve entered the wrong 
theater. But I think these guys do an absolutely incredible job 
portraying themselves.” 

Much of the film was shot on custom-rigged Canon 
Digital SLR cameras. This occasionally gives Act of Valor the 
look of a first-person-shooter video game, as the viewer is 
right there with the SEALs through firefights, explosions, car 
chases, sniper shootouts, helicopter combat, and high-speed 
amphibious assaults. “We would say, here’s your target, how 
are you going to take it down?” Waugh says. And a few 
minutes later, the SEALs would come back with an answer. 
“It was like a ballet: something that, as a stuntman, it would 
have taken six hours to coordinate.” 

For all the realism it brought to the film, teaming up with 
SEALs poses a challenge to marketers. “We don’t have a 
traditional arsenal of stars,” says Terry Curtin, Relativity’s 
president of theatrical marketing, “so we can’t do what we 
usually do and trot people out on talk shows and do a full 
publicity campaign.” The always-reticent NSW community 
has become even more so in the wake of the bin Laden 
operation. The Navy also needs the film less now: Over the 
course of the project’s long gestation period, their recruiting 
efforts have largely succeeded. While Relativity might not 
have picked up the film pre-Abbottabad, the Navy likely 
would not have come aboard afterward. 

Nonetheless, the Navy remains supportive of the movie, 
says Captain William Fenick, the NSW’s public affairs 
officer. “There’s a constant, steady state of affairs for NSW to 
ensure that we’re attracting the right folks, recruiting the right 
folks, and sustaining the force, and this movie should help in 
that regard,” he says. “But it is not the Navy’s responsibility to 
promote or market the film.” 

The pulse-pounding trailer and pre-release screenings 
have been generating online buzz for months. Keith Urban is 
writing a song for the end credits. And Relativity has struck 
partnership deals with author Tom Clancy for a novelization 
of the film and with video-game maker Electronic Arts, 
creator of Battlefield 3. Between the two platforms, Curtin 
says, “we have the corridor from ages 17 to 60 pretty well 
covered.” Most recently, Relativity bought ad time for the film 
before, during, and after the Super Bowl. 

Responses from SEALs who’ve seen Act of Valor have 
been positive. Some SEALs will have to wait a little while 
longer to deliver their verdict: Four of the total eight SEAL 
actors, all uncredited, are currently deployed overseas. 
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53. Cutting Marines 
5-year plan to shed 20,000 will be 'deliberate and phased,' leaders say 
(MARINE CORPS TIMES 13 FEB 12) ... Gina Cavallaro and Dan Lamothe 

With orders to cut 20,000 Marines from active duty over 
the next five years, the Corps' senior leaders are looking to 
make the process as painless as possible for its personnel. 

They have a plan to get it done, but distribution of the 
details awaits Commandant Gen. Jim Amos’ budget statement 
to Congress in mid-February. Still, pieces of the puzzle are 
beginning to emerge, and here’s what you need to know now: 
The strategy relies on attrition, voluntary separation and other 
force-shaping programs -- some of which are already in use, 
while others will be announced imminently. 

To date, it is unclear whether the Corps intends to offer 
any financial or other incentives to career-minded Marines 
who are willing to leave before they hit 20 years and become 
eligible for retirement. 

Marine leaders have not indicated either whether the 
service intends to implement a plan approved by Congress in 
December that authorizes all the service, if they choose, to let 
personnel retire at 15 years instead of 20. 

The path from 202,100 to 182,100 “will be deliberate and 
phased,” Sgt. Maj. Mike Barrett, the top enlisted Marine, told 
Marine Corps Times, explaining that contracts will be 
honored. “We’re not going to say, ‘Yeah, I understand your 
[end of active service] is actually 2016 ... but you’re going to 

have to leave tomorrow.’ The commandant has made it 
perfectly clear time and again, he will keep faith with our 
Marines and their families.” 

There is no intent to begin significant manpower 
reductions this year, according to Marine officials with 
knowledge of the drawdown plan. That said, the Corps will 
continue a host of ongoing programs aimed at weeding out 
weak performers, which syncs with what Amos and Barrett 
have been telling Marines for months -- that competition for 
promotion and retention is going to get tougher, and that only 
the best will remain. 

Last year, for instance, the Corps implemented new 
service-time limits for sergeants, dropping the cap from 13 to 
10 years. Those rules are still in place. On the officer side, 
there is the career designation program, which purges 
hundreds of first lieutenants each year before they have a 
chance to compete for promotion to captain. Additionally, 
several units are slated to deactivate this year as part of the 
service’s force structure review, an extensive blueprint 
published last fall that maps out Amos’ vision to shrink the 
active-duty Corps by 15,000, to 186,800, and achieve his ideal 
“middleweight” force. A company and battery here, a 
detachment and headquarters there. 



 

41 
 

These efforts were already in motion Jan. 26, when 
Defense Secretary Leon Panetta announced the Corps’ new 
end strength as part of a broader 10-year plan to save $487 
billion in military spending. But now the Corps has to find 
nearly 5,000 more positions to cut, and it appears they’ll come 
from at least three communities: 

*The infantry. 
*Light armored reconnaissance. 
*Special operations. 
On Jan. 31, Lt. Gen. Dennis Hejlik, the commander of 

Marine Corps Forces Command in Norfolk, Va., told reporters 
in Washington that the service continues to research how those 
additional cuts will be made, but he acknowledged that units 
not identified last year in the force structure review could be 
eliminated. 

“When you look at where the rest of these Marines will 
come from -- this is not a done deal, if you will -- but we are 
looking at one more infantry battalion,” he said. “We’re 
looking at the possibility of reducing a little bit of the light 
armored reconnaissance capability. We’re looking at various 
things. It’s just not a horizontal cut, if you will, across the 
Marine Corps. We’re not doing that.” 

Marine Corps Forces Special Operations Command also 
may see its planned expansion slowed as a result of the budget 
cuts. The two-star command at Camp Lejeune, N.C., has been 
growing steadily with a goal of reaching 3,800 personnel by 
2014, but Hejlik, a former MARSOC commanding general, 
called that number into question. 

“MARSOC will not have the exact plus-up that we 
wanted to give them,” he said. “The commandant is a huge 
supporter of MARSOC and where they’ve been and where 
they’re going, but they will not get the plus-up in total that 
they were expecting.” 

The force structure review called for the reduction of 
about 7,000 from East Coast units. The rest would be spread 
across the service. II Marine Expeditionary Force, based at 
Lejeune, will take the biggest hit, with the MEF’s three-star 
headquarters downgraded to a two-star command, and the 9th 
Marine Regiment deactivated along with its three infantry 
battalions. 

The Corps also will deactivate the 8th Marine Regiment 
headquarters, redistributing its three infantry battalions under 
II MEF’s surviving regimental headquarters, 2nd Marines and 
6th Marines. 

Hejlik said it’s unclear which additional infantry battalion 
may be cut or whether it will be based on the East Coast or the 
West Coast. Infantry battalions also are based permanently at 
Camp Pendleton and Twentynine Palms in California and at 
Marine Corps Base Hawaii. 

Among LAR assets, there are active-duty units based at 
Camp Pendleton and Twentynine Palms on the West Coast 
and Lejeune on the East Coast. Hejlik did not elaborate on 
which of those battalions may face cuts. 

However, as the military -- and in particular, the Marine 
Corps -- shifts its focus to the Asia-Pacific region, it stands to 
reason the service made a conscious decision to concentrate its 
largest cuts on the East Coast. There are plans to move 
thousands of Marines from Japan to Guam and rotate others to 
Australia and, potentially, the Philippines, while beefing up 
cooperation with the South Korean military. Citing this 
renewed emphasis on the Pacific, a spokesman for Rep. 
Duncan Hunter, R-Calif., said the congressman, who’s a 

former Marine captain, does not anticipate any further 
significant reductions involving West Coast Marine units. 

“A shift in East Coast resources, that’s what everybody is 
expecting right now,” said Joe Kasper, Hunter’s spokesman. 

Meanwhile, at MARSOC there are ongoing plans to 
expand the command’s number of small special operations 
teams from 30 to 48. Officials there expect to see growth 
slowed in the effort to recruit and train special operations 
capabilities specialists, the combat support Marines who hold 
expertise in areas such as intelligence, dog handling, joint 
terminal attack control and even truck driving and plumbing, a 
source said. 

To determine a possible pace for the drawdown, Marine 
officials reviewed its accession rates between 2007 and 2009 
as the Corps grew from about 180,000 to 202,100. They 
decided they could reduce end strength most easily four years 
after some of the largest recruiting classes came in, as tens of 
thousands of Marines reached the end of their initial contracts. 
So the first step may be a reduction of up to 2,500 recruits in 
fiscal 2013, which begins Oct. 1, with additional cuts of other 
kinds coming in subsequent years. 

The service will reduce manpower by between 3,500 and 
5,000 per year, Amos has said. It will reduce re-enlistment 
options, shrink annual recruiting accessions and limit some 
careers to 20 years. He has vowed to steer clear of involuntary 
reduction in force measures, known as RIFs, or selective early 
retirement boards. 

Early outs for enlisted, officers 
However, enlisted Marines and officers can expect to see 

continuation of existing programs offering some sort of early 
separation or release waiver, according to officials with 
knowledge of the drawdown plan. Among them: 

*The Voluntary Enlisted Early Release program was 
successful in fiscal years 2010 and 2011 and is available at 
least through fiscal 2012. Last year, more than 2,500 Marines 
took advantage of the chance to end active service 90 days 
ahead of schedule. There are about 37,000 Marines potentially 
eligible for early release in fiscal 2012, which ends Sept. 30. 

*The Officer Voluntary Early Release program allows 
early outs for officers with fewer than six years of service with 
separation dates between April 1, 2011 and Sept. 30, 2012. 
About 225 officers were eligible, but only about 60 were 
expected to take advantage of the program, according to 
estimates last year. The service has recently approved time-in-
grade reduction waivers for active-duty lieutenant colonels 
and colonels that will allow about 50 officers to retire early 
each year, with just two years in rank instead of three. 

Officials also are raising the bar for Marines vying for re-
enlistment or promotion, and giving commanders leeway to 
“hold” billets for primo Marines whose re-up window is later 
in the year. Similarly, there are nonmonetary incentives 
available -- think station-of-your-choice -- to entice personnel 
in high-demand, low-density fields, such as intelligence. 

The force structure changes have begun and will not be 
evident to most Marines until operations end in Afghanistan. 
As the number of people goes down, so will the number of 
units, and all MOSs will be affected. With the deactivation of 
infantry battalions, for example, there will be a proportional 
reduction in the number of enablers. 

The aim is to keep an appropriate mix of Marines at each 
rank to maintain overall readiness, officials said. 
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“It’s a very smart plan,” Barrett said. “We have the 
smartest people engaged and involved in it.” 

Staff writer Andrew deGrandpré contributed to this 
report. 
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54. Defense Cuts Test Lawmakers' Resolve On Deficits 
(YAHOO 06 FEB 12) ... Donna Cassata, Associated Press 

WASHINGTON -- Lawmakers who came to Washington 
demanding budget cuts face a tough test now that President 
Barack Obama and military leaders want to shrink the force, 
shut down bases and cancel weapons to achieve them. 

A new national security strategy reflecting an end to 
decade-long wars in Iraq and Afghanistan offers the 
opportunity to reduce defense spending and government 
deficits by hundreds of billions of dollars over the next 10 
years — but at a cost of thousands of jobs in lawmakers' states 
and districts. 

Democrats as well as Republicans are resisting, looking to 
protect home turf from California, where the Global Hawk 
unmanned aircraft is built, to Wisconsin, home to speedy 
Littoral combat ships, to military installations all across the 
country. 

"It's funny that we want to save money everywhere except 
when it can bother us," Sen. Lindsey Graham, R-S.C., said in 
an interview. Graham is a member of the Armed Services 
Committee and one of the few lawmakers who favors another 
round of domestic base closings. 

Defense Secretary Leon Panetta recently outlined a $525 
billion budget for next year that's $6 billion less than the 
current level. The proposal is the first step in the deficit-
cutting plan that Obama and congressional Republicans agreed 
to last summer that calls for a reduction in projected defense 
spending of $487 billion over 10 years. 

"Make no mistake, the savings that we are proposing will 
impact on all 50 states and many districts, congressional 
districts, across America," Panetta said at a news conference 
spelling out the new strategy. "This will be a test, a test of 
whether reducing the deficit is about talk or about action." 

Obama submits his complete budget proposal to Congress 
on Feb. 13, but Panetta's preview included enough details to 
stir alarm on Capitol Hill. 

The budget calls for canceling the Air Force's Global 
Hawk program, a high-altitude unmanned aircraft used for 
intelligence, surveillance and reconnaissance. The Pentagon 
said the aircraft's cost at $215 million apiece make it less cost-
effective than the existing U-2 spy planes that burst on the 
scene in the 1950s and were critical in finding Soviet missiles 
in Cuba in 1962. 

Northrop Grumman, the aircraft's prime contractor, builds 
the planes in Palmdale, Calif., located in the district of the 
House Armed Services Committee Chairman Howard "Buck" 
McKeon. 

The aircraft is based at Beale Air Force Base, near 
Marysville, Calif., soon to be in the redrawn congressional 
district of Democratic Rep. John Garamendi, a member of the 
committee. The program also is one of many that the Air 
Force manages at Wright-Patterson Air Force Base in the 
district of Rep. Michael Turner, R-Ohio, another committee 
member. 

McKeon has criticized the overall military cuts but has 
not commented specifically on the Global Hawk. The 
Republican did send a clear message to the Pentagon and the 

White House when he promised to hold hearings on the 
budget "keeping in mind that while the president proposes, 
Congress disposes." 

Garamendi questioned the Pentagon's rationale, especially 
since six months ago it called the Global Hawk a critical 
program with no alternatives "that will provide acceptable 
capability to meet the joint military requirement at less cost." 

"Now we're going in the other direction and I'm going, 
'guys you got some explaining to do. What changed? What is 
the reason here?" Garamendi said in an interview. He called 
the U-2 an "incredible machine, but it can't stay over the target 
for 20 hours. Global Hawk can stay there for a day or more. 
So explanations are needed." 

Deputy Defense Secretary Ashton Carter's reason at the 
briefing with Panetta: "That's the fate of things that become 
too expensive in a resource-constrained environment." 

But just a few months ago, the Pentagon had said that 
"when analyzed in the context of the Global Hawk mission, 
the U-2 costs $220 million per year more than the Global 
Hawk." 

Panetta also called for slowing the pace of building new 
ships and speeding up the retirement of older ones. The 
Pentagon blueprint said it would reduce the purchase of 
Littoral combat ships, the speedy boats built at shipyards in 
Wisconsin and Alabama, by two. It didn't provide more 
specifics. 

The ship is built in the city of Marinette on the 
Wisconsin-Michigan border, and has meant hundreds of jobs 
in the two states. While Wisconsin has an unemployment rate 
of 7.1 percent, Michigan's jobless rate of 9.3 percent is well 
above the nation's. 

The chairman of the Senate Armed Services Committee is 
Michigan Democrat Carl Levin, who declined to comment 
about specifics of the budget proposal. Freshman Sen. Ron 
Johnson, R-Wis., praised the Littoral as a ship that "just keeps 
us a little more nimble." 

Contributing to the nervousness on Capitol Hill — and in 
the defense industry — is the prospect of deeper cuts in the 
military. The deficit-cutting supercommittee's failure last fall 
to come up with at least $1.2 trillion in savings last year means 
automatic, across-the-board cuts for defense and domestic 
programs beginning next January. 

For the Pentagon, that would mean an additional $492 
billion reduction over a decade on top of the $487 billion. 

Top Republican senators have proposed reductions in the 
federal workforce and a freeze in federal pay to delay the 
automatic cuts for a year. Both the White House and 
congressional Democrats have rejected any move to undo the 
automatic cuts absent a far-reaching deficit-cutting plan. 

Jeremy W. Devaney, a senior equity analyst in defense 
technology for BB&T Capital Markets, said contractors look 
at Congress and the administration, and "they don't believe 
sequester is going to happen, but they don't know how it's not 
going to happen." 
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55. Bill Would Prohibit Step Increases For Feds Through 2012 
(GOVERNMENT EXECUTIVE 03 FEB 12) ... Kellie Lunney 

A House lawmaker has introduced a bill that would 
prohibit step increases for federal employees who currently 
are subject to a pay freeze. 

The provision, tucked into larger legislation aimed at 
improving transparency within the appropriations process, 
would prevent federal workers from receiving within-grade 
step increases through the end of 2012. If enacted, it would 
mean extra pain for federal employees during the second year 
of the federal pay freeze; the current salary freeze does not 
affect pay boosts as a result of within-grade step increases or 
promotions. 

The pay bump associated with a step increase varies 
according to the employee’s specific pay system. For example, 
there are 10 steps within each grade of the General Schedule, 
which covers much of the federal workforce, and the pay 
increase between most steps within those grades is roughly 
$2,000. In 2012, the base pay for a GS-12, Step 1 is $60,274; 
for a GS-12, Step 2 it is $62,283. 

The 2012 Honest Budget Act (H.R. 3844), sponsored by 
Rep. Martha Roby, R-Ala., would make it more difficult to 
pass appropriations bills without first approving a budget; it 
also would tighten rules about using emergency and disaster 
designations that increase spending. 

“This legislation is designed to root out the budget 
gimmicks most commonly used by politicians to hide the 
truth, confuse the public and run up the national debt,” Roby 
said during Feb. 2 remarks on the House floor. The legislation 
also would not count rescissions, or the withholding of already 
appropriated funds, for certain programs that do not save 
money in the fiscal years covered under the budget. 

Roby’s bill has 28 co-sponsors. 
Sen. Jeff Sessions, R-Ala., introduced a similar bill (S. 

1651), also containing a provision prohibiting step increases 
for feds through 2012, last October. It’s currently in 
committee. 

Most of the latest federal pay news has focused on 
continuing efforts to extend the federal pay freeze, 
overshadowing the measure affecting federal compensation in 
Roby’s bill. 

The House on Feb. 1 passed a bill sponsored by Rep. 
Sean Duffy, R-Wis., that would extend the pay freeze another 
year. Meanwhile on the Senate side, a group of high-profile 
GOP lawmakers unveiled legislation Thursday that would 
freeze federal salaries through 2014 and reduce the size of the 
government by 5 percent through attrition. 
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56. Operation Deep Freeze Supports Antarctica Research Mission 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 03 FEB 12) ... Donna Miles 

WASHINGTON – Punxsutawney Phil saw his shadow 
yesterday -- a sure sign, according to popular lore, that winter 
will hang on for another six weeks. But it’s late summer in 
Antarctica, where Operation Deep Freeze, the Defense 
Department’s support mission there, is beginning to wind 
down another successful season. 

Operation Deep Freeze has been supporting the National 
Science Foundation, which manages the U.S. Antarctic 
Program, for almost 60 years. 

It’s an extension of a mission the Navy started almost 200 
years ago. Back to 1839, Navy Capt. Charles Wilkes led the 
first U.S. naval expedition into Antarctic waters. Navy Adm. 
Richard E. Byrd following in his footsteps, establishing naval 
outposts on the Antarctic coast in 1929 and later that year, 
made the first flight over the South Pole. 

In 1946, Byrd organized the Navy’s Operation Highjump, 
which included more than 4,000 people and numerous ships 
and other craft operating in the area of the Ross Sea. 

In 1955, the Navy conducted the first Operation Deep 
Freeze. 

Today, Joint Task Force-Support Forces Antarctica, led 
by 13th Air Expeditionary Group, brings together active and 
reserve assets from the Air Force, Navy, Army and Coast 
Guard, as well as Defense Department civilians. 

The task force provides the aircraft, ships and logistical 
expertise needed to support research in what may well be the 
most isolated and challenging part of the globe, Air Force Col. 
Gary James, the deputy task force director, told American 
Forces Press Service. 

Air Force C-17 Globemaster III aircraft operated by the 
62nd and 446th Airlift Wings at Joint Base Lewis-McChord, 

Wash., fly most of the aerial resupply missions from a base 
they establish early in the season at Christchurch International 
Airport. So far this season, they have transported over 4 
million pounds of cargo and 3,800 passengers. 

James cited the challenges of providing logistical reach to 
such an isolated part of the world, particularly when factoring 
in extreme weather and temperatures. Once their cargo arrives 
in Antarctica, the New York Air National Guard’s 109th 
Airlift Wing uses ski-equipped LC-130 Skibird aircraft to 
supply remote operating bases around the continent. 

The 109th began working with the Navy to support 
Operation Deep Freeze in the mid-1990s and assumed the 
mission full-time in 1998, Air Force Maj. Jeffrey Hedges, its 
executive officer, reported. 

Now, as the only unit of its kind capable of providing ski-
equipped heavy airlift, it averages six to seven aircraft and 
about 150 airmen on the ground in Antarctica throughout the 
season that typically runs from late September and continues 
through early March, Hedges said. 

So far this season, they have airlifted nearly 6 million 
pounds of cargo and more than 1,300 scientists and support 
personnel throughout the continent, he reported. 

That’s a huge mission load, particularly while operating 
in one of the world’s harshest and most demanding 
environments. Crews land on unimproved or partially 
groomed surfaces, fly where there’s little or no contrast 
between the sky and ground and navigate where traditional 
compasses often don’t work and solar sun spots often interfere 
with communications, Hedges said. 
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Meanwhile, unit maintainers from the unit keep the 
aircraft flying, operating in frigid, windy conditions without 
the benefit of hangars. 

Despite these challenges, both James and Hedges touted a 
safety record of never losing a single person or aircraft. 

“We ensure safe operating by practicing proven 
operational risk management,” James said. “We have 
established guidance that gets people and equipment to the 
continent without taking unnecessary risks.” 

Hedges attributed his unit’s safety record to an experience 
base built by Guardsmen who return year after year to conduct 
the mission. Some have been flying the missions since the 
mid-1990s, he said, bringing a wealth of polar experience and 
capability. 

Other unit members are former Sailors who supported 
Operation Deep Freeze when it was a Navy mission, then 
joined the 109th Airlift Wing when the mission transferred 
there, Hedges said. 

The Navy, which led the first Operation Deep Freeze in 
1955, continues to contribute to its success. 

Cargo and fuel tanker ships from Military Sealift 
Command provide the largest share of resupply to McMurdo 
Station, Antarctica, where Navy Cargo Handling Battalion 1 
Sailors provide cargo handling and ship loading. Additionally, 
elements of the military's Surface Deployment and 
Distribution Command and several other logistics specialties 
provide other support. 

In addition, Coast Guard icebreakers remain on call in the 
event that the National Science Foundation’s primary contract 

icebreakers aren’t available to open icy sea lanes in and 
around the Ross Sea. 

Operating in the world’s coldest, windiest, highest and 
most inhospitable conditions, they ensure the National Science 
Foundation has what it needs to do its work. 

“What they do, in some of the most austere conditions on 
the planet, is incredible," said Lt. Gen. Ted Kresge, the task 
force commander, after seeing members of his joint service, 
interagency team in action in November. "No one else can do 
what these professionals do. These men and women, with their 
expertise and selflessness, are a national treasure." 

James said there’s tremendous satisfaction working 
closely with the National Science Foundation in support of its 
mission in Antarctica. “It is good to know we provide much of 
the support that makes cutting-edge science possible on this 
continent,” he said. 

“Exploration of this world and its secrets is human 
nature,” he said, noting so many discoveries that have 
occurred through history when scientists actually were looking 
for something else. 

At Antarctica’s South Pole Station, for example, 
“scientists are looking into the heavens for clues to our 
origins,” he said. Elsewhere on the continent, they are 
studying geological core samples “for clues only found here -- 
secrets locked undisturbed in the ice from time.” 

“Who knows what secrets Antarctica will reveal?” James 
questioned. “Just being here opens those doors of possibility.” 
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57. Week In Review Jan 28, 2012 - Feb 3, 2012 
(YOUTUBE 03 FEB 12) ... U.S. Navy 

Welcome to this week's U.S. Navy multimedia production 
featuring selected images from around the fleet received 
during the week of Jan 28, 2012 - Feb 3, 2012. 

The images represent the work of the many naval 
photographers deployed worldwide and submitted to Navy 
Visual News Service. For access to more than 100,000 high 

resolution photos visit: 
    http://www.navy.mil/view_photos_top.asp  and 
http://www.flickr.com/photos/usnavy/    . 

View U.S. Navy YouTube Channel 
View Clip (RT: 2:13) 
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OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
58. Military Preparedness Does Not Come Cheap 
(WASHINGTON POST 06 FEB 12) ... Gordon England 

Here’s something for critics of the country’s defense 
budget to ponder: After I was confirmed as secretary of the 
Navy in May 2001, Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld asked 
me and the other service secretaries to work with Congress to 
gain approval for a pending supplemental appropriation to the 
defense budget. This was not a war supplemental; it was still 
four months before the attacks of Sept. 11, 2001. The 
Pentagon was simply running out of money. 

The Navy did not have enough funding to steam ships or 
to fly airplanes for the rest of the fiscal year. Submarines were 
being deployed with many of their cruise-missile tubes empty. 
Warships could not deploy until test and repair equipment was 
transferred from ships returning to port. The Navy’s deferred 
maintenance account was billions of dollars in the red. Sailor 
and Marine Corps housing and bases were, literally, a mess. 

Military salaries were low, housing allowances below rental 
costs and medical facilities needed upgrades. 

The Army and Air Force were in similar straits. 
Ammunition stocks were dismally low and precision weapons 
a luxury. The peace dividends of the 1990s had left the 
military ill-equipped and ill-prepared for conflict — hardly a 
situation to be repeated in today’s uncertain and troublesome 
world. And hardly a way to treat our valiant warriors and their 
families. 

Congress did pass the supplemental that summer, bringing 
the total 2001 defense budget to $310 billion. Adjusted for 
inflation, that is equivalent to about $423 billion today. By 
comparison, the Pentagon is requesting $525 billion for 2013. 

Yes, that $102 billion delta is still a lot of money, but 
military salaries and benefits have increased almost 90 percent 
during this interval — roughly 30 percent more than inflation 
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— and now consume a third of the budget. Of course, the 
2001 readiness supplemental didn’t fix any of the underlying 
problems. The poor state of military readiness resulted from 
years of budget cuts, and it took years of budget increases 
after 2001 to undo the short-sightedness of the 1990s. 

Further, in contrast to the post-Cold War period, when our 
principal adversary had collapsed, there are many threats to 
U.S. security today. The nation is still in a shooting war in 
Afghanistan and will be through at least 2013. Iran and North 
Korea are obvious concerns. There is tension throughout the 
Middle East. Out in the Pacific we keep a close eye on China. 
In response to all this, the nation’s military capabilities have 
been expanded. At home, a whole new command — the 
Northern Command — of people and equipment has been put 
in place to protect the nation from terrorist attacks. Guard and 
reserve forces have been upgraded with modern equipment. 
The Defense Department’s intelligence capabilities have been 
greatly enhanced. All of this took money — money added 
since 2001. 

Defense Secretary Leon Panetta, Army Gen. Martin E. 
Dempsey, who is chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, and the 
other Joint Chiefs deserve kudos for recognizing the nation’s 
overriding fiscal problems and for structuring a new defense 
strategy with a reduced budget to help offset our country’s 
unacceptable indebtedness. But they also recognize that the 
nation’s economic problems can’t be solved on the backs of 
the military. The base defense budget, somewhat over 3 
percent of our gross domestic product, isn't the problem and 
can't be the solution. They need to stand firm on this. Further 
budget cuts will erode our security and put the country back 
on a path leading to another ill-equipped and ill-prepared 
military--as in 2001. It was unacceptable then, and it’s 
unacceptable now. 

Gordon England served twice as secretary of the Navy in 
the George W. Bush administration and as deputy defense 
secretary under Donald Rumsfeld and Robert Gates. 
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59. Navy SEALs On A Roll 
(BANGOR DAILY NEWS 05 FEB 12) 

Rescuing two hostages in Somalia is the latest brilliant 
success by the Navy SEALs, the same special operations force 
that found and killed Osama bin Laden in his Pakistan hideout 
last May. 

In the raid last week, the several dozen commandoes, 
including SEALs and CIA operatives, parachuted into the 
midnight darkness, shed their chutes and hiked two miles to 
the compound where an intelligence tip had said the hostages 
were held. They stormed the stronghold, killed nine people in 
a firefight, and brought out the hostages, aid workers Jessica 
Buchanan, 32, of Ohio and Poul Thisted, 60, of Denmark, 
without a single injury. American helicopters picked them up 
and carried them to safety. 

The SEALs, organized in 1961 as a counterguerrilla force 
in Vietnam, were named for their sea, air and land capability. 
They have not always been so successful. 

In the 1983 invasion of Grenada, one of their two 
transport planes missed its drop zone and four SEALs 
drowned off the island’s coast. And just last August, 17 
SEALs were killed when Taliban fighters shot down their 
helicopter with a rocket when it was taking them to help U.S. 
Army Rangers in an attempt to capture a senior Taliban leader. 

SEAL teams continue to operate off the coast of Somalia, 
where they shot and killed three Somali pirates and freed 
Captain Richard Phillips, skipper of the hijacked American-
flag freighter Maersk Alabama. Soon they will be operating 
there from a floating commando “mothership” being fashioned 
from a retired amphibious assault vessel. 

With the recent successes behind them, the SEALs will be 
featured in a movie, “Act of Valor,” opening Feb. 24. And a 
book that tops the best-seller lists, “American Sniper,” is by 
Chris Kyle, who served with the SEALs and is said to have 
shot and killed 150 enemies. 

Like many of their exploits, the recent hostage rescue 
depended on first-rate intelligence, detailed planning, skill, 
courage and, of course, good luck. 

It was to the SEALs’ credit, as well as to that of their 
commander-in-chief, President Obama. He made the daring 
decision to undertake the raid. He got the word of its success 
just as he was preparing to deliver his State of the Union 
address. Any slip-up could have caused a spectacular failure 
with devastating political consequences. The 1980 collapse of 
a secret mission to rescue the 52 American hostages held in 
Iran, when two of the planes caught fire, humiliated President 
Jimmy Carter and doomed his re-election. 
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60. Vietnam's Asymmetrical Strategy 
Location Offers Advantages Over China  
(DEFENSE NEWS 06 FEB 2012) ... Gary Li 

On Jan. 17, Vietnam unveiled its first homemade warship. 
Seemingly a heavily modified Russian Tarantul corvette, the 
new ship is equipped with anti-ship missiles and artillery 
systems.  

Although unimpressive by modern warship standards, this 
unveiling reflects Vietnam's concerted efforts at developing its 
regional naval power to offset the growing capabilities of its 
larger neighbor, China. 

Vietnam appears to be upping the ante in its disputes with 
China over the past few years in the South China Sea. As 

Vietnam's economy grows, it is faced with the same insatiable 
appetite for oil as China did during its own reforms. Some of 
its major offshore oilfields, such as the Bach Ho, are expected 
to run out in 2020, thus making the need to explore and drill in 
new basins all the more pressing. 

However, China has proved that it is willing and able to 
disrupt these activities through the combined efforts of its 
Navy and its marine paramilitary forces. The former is well on 
the way to achieving its goal of having a blue water Navy by 
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2050, with its first aircraft carrier already undertaking sea 
trials. 

While much speculation and effort has focused on the 
growth of Chinese naval power over the past decade, little 
notice has been paid to Vietnam's growing military ambitions. 
In 2009, it bought six Russian Kilo-class diesel attack 
submarines for about $3.2 billion, a considerable chunk of its 
defense budget and Russia's largest naval export contract. 

In late 2011, the Dutch Schelde shipyard signed a contract 
to build four Sigma-class corvettes for Vietnam, with two 
being built in the country itself under Dutch supervision. 

It is not only the Vietnamese Navy that is upgrading its 
fleet; the Vietnamese Marine Police (VMP) has purchased 
several offshore patrol vessels from the Dutch Damen group, 
including one that is more than 1,000 tons and can carry a 
helicopter, which will be the largest ship in the VMP This 
would give the VMP considerable punch against increased 
numbers of 1,000 ton plus vessels of the Chinese Marine 
Surveillance Agency in the South China Sea. 

These are not purely turnkey imports. The inclusion of 
licensed production and the building of specialized 
maintenance facilities along with the vessels themselves are 
helping establish a nascent naval research and development 
infrastructure within Vietnam. And the timing helps Vietnam 
take advantage of China's inability to acquire foreign arms 
imports (either due to embargoes or fears of reverse 
engineering, as in the case with Russia), as well as help form 
strategic alliances with China's old rival, India. 

The latter stated in September that it will sell Vietnam the 
Brah-Mos cruise missile to augment Vietnam's coastal 
deterrence suites, which already include the Russian Bastion 
system. It is perhaps not a coincidence that India made this 
decision at a time when the Indian state oil company, ONGC, 
announced plans to jointly explore and develop Vietnam's 

claimant oil blocks in the South China Sea India also is 
helping Vietnam train its crews for the new Kilo subs once 
they begin to arrive in 2014. 

However, it is reasonable to wonder if Vietnam's efforts 
are all in vain. The Vietnamese Navy has never had as much 
prestige as the Army, with the latter being the main force that 
decided the bloody Vietnam War. 

Still, that appears to be changing, as Vietnamese state 
propaganda is striving to increase the visibility of its marine 
forces, especially in the garrisons in the Spratly Islands. 

This growth of a semi-manufactured provenance of the 
Navy is aimed to prepare its people for the possibilities of 
future offshore conflicts. The funding for the Navy also has 
been drastically increased over the past few years. 

Strategically, Vietnam actually has the advantage over 
China. Far from being the underdog that Vietnam likes to 
portray itself to the world, it actually possesses some of the 
largest and most numerous of the disputed Spratly Islands, 
while China has only half a dozen reef-sized forts and 
pillboxes. While the ever expanding Chinese fleet seems 
larger and more advanced, it has to travel vast distances to 
reach the ends of its claimant zone.  

Vietnam, on the other hand, is contesting an area that is 
right on its doorstep. Its fleet of missile-armed light corvettes 
and submarines can strike and retreat into their homeports at 
will, while a stricken Chinese fleet would more or less be lost. 

Vietnam does not need to match China ship for ship, but 
rather take its doctrine of guerrilla warfare to the high seas. An 
asymmetrical strategy, combined with the forging of timely 
alliances with China's rivals, places Vietnam well for the 
coming conflict. Whether this turns out to be a hot war, 
however, is still likely to be decided at the conference tables. 
But one thing is certain, Vietnam is making sure it has all the 
best cards before sitting down to talk. 
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61. Editorial: Let The Navy Train 
(NORTH COUNTY TIMES (SAN DIEGO) 05 FEB 12) ... North County Times and The Californian Opinion Staff 

Our system of justice is based on the notion that once case 
law is settled, we don't waste time and resources refighting the 
same courtroom battles. If citizens believe a Supreme Court 
ruling is in error, they have the option of working with 
Congress to change the law or getting the states to amend the 
Constitution. 

And so when the Supreme Court ruled in 2008 that 
environmental regulations cannot be used to stop the Navy 
from training with sonar if the Navy determines that training is 
necessary to the national defense, that should have been the 
last word on the subject. 

Now, though, environmental groups seem to be 
challenging that notion by filing a lawsuit again demanding 
that the federal government halt Navy sonar training, using 
environmental laws as their justification. 

As Chief Justice John Roberts wrote in 2008, "Forcing the 
Navy to deploy an inadequately trained anti-submarine force 
jeopardizes the safety of the fleet." 

The new lawsuit is at least partially the fault of the Navy 
and the court ---- the Navy for only challenging portions of an 
earlier court order, and the Supreme Court for not issuing a 
broader decision. 

And frankly, Congress deserves most of the blame for 
passing environmental protection laws written in a sloppy 
enough manner that they could be interpreted to restrict 
adequate military preparation. Seeing our legal system being 
used in an effort to limit the ability of our men and women in 
uniform to receive adequate training ought to be motivation 
enough for members of Congress to revisit these laws. 

When we send our young people into harm's way on our 
behalf, we owe them the best training we can provide. Sonar is 
a critical, irreplaceable tool to detect hostile submarines. To 
try to halt that training is contemptible. 

The trial judge in the new case should look to the 
previous Supreme Court decision for guidance in the new 
filing -- and dismiss the case, with prejudice. 
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62. Your Turn: Why America Needs Its Shipyards, Portsmouth Included 
(UNION LEADER (NEW HAMPSHIRE) 06 FEB 12) ... Raymond J. Brown  

Portsmouth Naval Shipyard should not be on the Base 
Realignment and Closure list. I do not say this because the 
yard is important to the economy of New Hampshire, though it 
is. And not because the yard has a proud record of on-time 
delivery, below cost, though it does. Nor because the yard is a 
fine homeport to three medium-endurance U.S. Coast Guard 
cutters, though that is quite true.  

No, my reasons are much more important than that. It is a 
matter of national security. 

The United States is a maritime nation, utterly dependent 
upon the sea for our way of life. Yet we are, without a fight, 
surrendering our seapower to other countries. We are losing 
our capacity to build and repair ships.  

In 1955, America had 1,072 U.S. flag merchant ships. 
Today there are 93. In 1955, the U.S. flag fleet tonnage 
represented a quarter of the world’s merchant ships. Today it 
is two percent. Our merchant fleet — its building, repairing, 
and operating — has been outsourced to other countries.  

Our citizenry owns an acute case of sea-blindness. We are 
the richest have-not country in the world. More than 90 
percent of the world’s trade is by water. The cars we drive, the 
clothes we wear and the coffee we drink all come to us in 
ships.  

The only ships of any size being built in the United States 
are for the Navy and Coast Guard. These service fleets also 

have similarly shrunk considerably since 1955. Oh, I know the 
argument that our own Navy is still bigger than the next 13 
combined. However, that says more about the willingness of 
other countries to let America do all the heavy lifting when 
danger looms. And there is also the mistake of thinking — and 
the U.S. Navy can be guilty of this, too — that navies exist to 
fight other navies. No. Navies exist to keep the sea lines of 
communication open.  

Some among us can remember when there were large 
naval shipyards in Boston and Brooklyn. These people may 
also remember when civilian shipyards in Quincy and Boston 
would regularly overhaul destroyers. Those days and those 
shipyards and skilled workers are gone. And the same elegy 
can apply to southeastern waters and the West Coast. Most of 
the yards are gone and the skilled hands are aging. 

For that reason the United States should retain Portsmouth 
Naval Shipyard, a place where ships can still be built and 
overhauled. Such knowledge and skills are not the purchase of 
a day and are more easily kept than developed. And having 
them in abundance is just as much a matter of national security 
as a squadron of F-16s or a Navy SEAL team.  

America desperately needs all of its shipyards, including 
Portsmouth. 

Raymond J. Brown is a retired U.S. Coast Guard captain 
from Londonderry. 

Return to Index 
 
 

63. Panetta's Announcement Brings Up Serious Business Of Base Closures 
(FORT WORTH STAR-TELEGRAM 16 FEB 12) 

Defense Secretary Leon Panetta fired a shot heard at 
every U.S. military facility Jan. 26 when he said base 
realignments and closures are a possibility in 2013 because of 
deep budget cuts dictated by the Budget Control Act. 

The Pentagon won't get to $487 billion in spending cuts 
over 10 years without looking at infrastructure. And with the 
Army set to shrink from 560,000 active duty troops to 490,000 
by 2017, the Pentagon cannot afford to maintain bases it does 
not need, Panetta said. 

But the secretary's request to Congress to authorize the 
appointment of a BRAC Commission was about as welcome 
as the Rev. Fred Phelps at a military funeral. 

For a process that's supposed to be nonpolitical, BRAC is 
saturated with politics. Given the economic impact a military 
installation has on its community, there's no way to devise a 
process devoid of political influences. 

Lest congressional members who are railing against any 
suggestion of base closures forget, they were the ones who set 
spending caps when they passed the budget law last year. 

Joint Chiefs of Staff Chairman Gen. Martin Dempsey, 
said Wednesday at a Reserve Officers Association conference 
that options for cuts that deep must come from four areas: 
manpower, modernization and equipment, training and 
maintenance, and infrastructure. 

How's this for a starting point: facilities that weren't being 
used when the country was engaged in two demanding 
conflicts in Afghanistan and Iraq. It's hard to imagine a 
scenario in which they would be necessary going forward. 

Panetta's announcement set off a flurry of political 
proclamations about how unwise base closings would be when 
the U.S. jobs picture is still so tenuous. Elected officials from 
mayors to governors and U.S. senators will invest political 
capital and lots of money in efforts to keep their local bases 
from ending up in the cross hairs of a BRAC Commission 
specifically because they are job programs in their 
communities. 

North Texas has a dog in this fight. The thought of Naval 
Air Station Fort Worth, with an annual economic impact 
exceeding $1 billion, closing is a chapter of history this 
community never wants to revisit. 

When Carswell Air Force Base was closed after the 1991 
BRAC, thousands of local jobs disappeared. Fortunately for 
the region, the base was resurrected in 1994 as a Navy reserve 
base. 

Today Naval Air Station Fort Worth boasts 11,300 active-
duty troops, full-time civilians and part-time reservists. And 
because it remains a model for cross-service operations, it 
escaped the 2005 BRAC and is unlikely to be on the chopping 
block in the next round. 

But nothing's guaranteed, which is why folks from both 
sides of the aisle in Texas' political chambers will put aside 
differences to work as one in trying to assure that the facility 
doesn't end up on a Pentagon hit list. 

In a time when the local job picture is poised to take a hit 
under American Airlines' restructuring plan, it's easy to forget 
that the main criterion for keeping a base operational should 
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be its military value -- does it effectively support the country's 
overall defense posture? 

As community leaders keep an eye on Congress and the 
possibility of a BRAC, they had best prepare to argue issues 

like global posture, operational readiness and mission 
capabilities -- and not just jobs -- in their case to leave Naval 
Air Station Fort Worth alone. 
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64. GI Bill Stipend Cut Unfair  
(NAVY TIMES 13 FEB 12) 

A major change in the Post-9/11 GI Bill that took effect 
Aug. 1 is only now hitting home — and not in a positive way. 

Under that change, the program’s housing stipend is 
suspended between terms or semesters. 

One full semester after the change took effect, student 
veterans are realizing that it chops their income by thousands 
of dollars a year. 

Losing the stipend — equal to the military housing 
allowance for an E-5 with dependents living in the school’s 
ZIP code — is forcing some vets to seek temporary jobs to 
make up for the unexpected shortfall. That may not seem like 
a big deal to some; countless college students work summer 
jobs during vacations, after all. 

The problem is that the change struck most vets as a total 
surprise. No thought was given to grandfathering the 
thousands of students who made living arrangements based on 
an assumption of 12 months of housing money, rather than 
nine or less. That’s not fair. 

This episode highlights a larger glaring weakness in the 
Post-9/11 GI Bill: a lack of data about how people use the 
program. It’s hard to craft fair, logical rules without 
understanding who’s using the benefits — and how. 

For example, another change extended the housing 
stipend to the children of vets who had transferred their 
benefits. But no one knows how many such children live in 
college dorms at potentially far less cost than the value of their 
stipend. The result: Some families may be making a profit 
even as their children go to school for free. 

The Veterans Affairs Department must undertake an in 
depth analysis of the real costs of housing for Post-9/11 GI 
Bill students to ensure the long-term viability of the benefit for 
all. 

Changing the program without fully understanding who is 
helped and hurt by each change is irresponsible. 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. U.S. Navy Moves Ahead On Biofuels Despite Congressional Ire 
(REUTERS 05 JUL 12) ... David Alexander, Susan Cornwell and Roberta Rampton 

WASHINGTON -- The Pentagon is pushing ahead with a $420 million effort to build refineries to make competitively priced 
biofuels, despite anger in Congress over the price the Navy paid for alternative fuel to test a carrier strike group this month. 

 
2. Vice Chief Thanks Boston And Sailors For Navy Week Support 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 05 JUL 12) ... Lt. Cmdr. Chris Servello, Vice Chief of Naval Operations Public Affairs 

BOSTON -- The vice chief of naval operations (VCNO) met with Boston city officials and U.S. Sailors July 5 to thank them for 
their hardwork work during Boston Navy Week. 

 
3. Boston Business Boomed During July Fourth Holiday Week 
(BOSTON GLOBE 06 JUL 12) ... Billy Baker 

The Fourth of July is always a big event for visitors in Boston, with the Boston Pops concert on the Esplanade, the fireworks 
extravaganza, Harborfest, and the USS Constitution’s annual turnaround. 

 
4. Welcome Aboard OpSail 2012CT In New London This Weekend 
(NEW HAVEN (CT) REGISTER 05 JUL 12) ... Mark Zaretsky 

NEW LONDON — OK, the fireworks are mostly over — it’s time for OpSail 2012CT to bring together tall ships from as far 
away as Brazil, as well as Navy vessels and Coast Guard cutters. 

 
5. Navy Plans Mandatory Anti-Sexual Assault Training For Every Sailor 
(FEDERAL NEWS RADIO 06 JUL 12) ... Jared Serbu 

The Navy says it wants every Sailor to get the message that it's their job to intervene when they see a situation that's creating the 
conditions for a possible sexual assault. So the service is instituting mandatory training that every servicemember, both active and 
reserve, will have to take by the end of the year. 

 

CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
6. Ponce Arrives In Bahrain 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 06 JUN 12) ... U.S. Naval Forces Central Command Public Affairs 

MINA SALMAN PIER, Bahrain -- The U.S. Navy's first afloat forward staging base-interim, USS Ponce (AFSB-I), arrived in 
Bahrain for duty in the U.S. 5th Fleet area of responsibility (AOR), July 6. 

 
7. RIMPAC Follow-Up 
(KHON FOX HONOLULU 05 JUL 12) 

WakeUp2day welcomes Rear Adm. Frank Ponds to discuss the RIMPAC exercise. 
 

8. Naval Exercises Not For Intel Gathering 
(MANILA SUN STAR (PHILIPPINES) 06 JUL 12) ... Bong S. Sarmiento 

GENERAL SANTOS CITY -- The naval exercises between American and Philippine troops in the seas of Mindanao is purely "to 
enhance interoperability and not to gather intelligence data" in this part of the country, U.S. Navy Rear Admiral Thomas F. Carney Jr. 
said Wednesday. 

 
9. Underwood Completes Passing Exercise With Colombian Navy 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 05 JUL 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Frank J. Pikul, Southern Seas 2012 Public Affairs 

USS UNDERWOOD, At Sea -- The Oliver Hazard Perry-class guided-missile frigate USS Underwood (FFG 36) completed a 
passing exercise (PASSEX) with the Colombian navy, July 4. 



 2

 
10. U.S. Naval Experts Conduct Training On Security 
(TANZANIA DAILY NEWS 05 JUL 12) ... Kilasa Mtambalike 

Naval experts from the U.S. were in the country for almost a fortnight to train local authorities strategies to enhance maritime and 
port security. 

 
11. USS Sterett Returns to Naval Base San Diego 
(SAN DIEGO CITY NEWS SERVICE 05 JUL 12) 

SAN DIEGO -- The guided-missile destroyer USS Sterett returned to Naval Base San Diego Thursday following a seven-month 
deployment to the Middle East and western Pacific. 

 
12. Carrier Stennis Leaves San Diego After Short Visit 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 05 JUL 12) ... Gary Robbins 

The nuclear-powered carrier John C. Stennis sailed out of San Diego Bay Thursday after a brief visit to the city to take on 
supplies. 

 
13. Naval Diving And Salvage Training Center Hosts International Students 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 05 JUL 12) ... Ensign Elizabeth Allen, Center for Explosive Ordnance Disposal and Diving Public Affairs 

PANAMA CITY, Fla. -- International military students from America's partner nations are learning how to become Navy Divers 
at the Naval Diving and Salvage Training Center (NDSTC), Panama City, Fla. 

 

GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
14. P-Noy To China: Pull Out Ships From Shoal 
(PHILIPPINE STAR 06 JUL 12) ... Aurea Calica 

MANILA, Philippines -- President Aquino yesterday called on China to pull out all its ships from Panatag (Scarborough) Shoal as 
he assailed Beijing for asking the Philippines to stop making provocative statements while itself continuing to talk. 

 
15. South Korean Court OKs Naval Bases Near Border With North 
(STARS AND STRIPES 06 JUL 12) ... Jon Rabiroff and Yoo Kyong Chang 

SEOUL — South Korea’s efforts to bolster its naval capabilities following a pair of deadly seaborne attacks by North Korea got a 
couple of recent boosts that also could eventually serve the U.S. Navy. 

 
16. S. Korea To Start Evaluating Fighter Bids Next Week 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESS 05 JUL 12) 

SEOUL - South Korea will soon start evaluating bids from U.S. and European firms which are in competition to win a $7.3 
billion contract for 60 advanced fighter planes, its arms procurement agency said Thursday. 

 
17. Top Syrian General Said To Have Defected To Turkey 
Pro-regime Web site says key Assad associate has joined opposition 
(WASHINGTON POST 06 JUL 12) ... Liz Sly 

ANTAKYA, Turkey — Pro-government news outlets in Syria reported Thursday that a powerful military officer and longtime 
close associate of the Assad family had fled to Turkey, in what could be the first sign of a crack in the regime’s inner circle. 

 
18. Gulf Sabers Rattle As Iran Sanctions Bite 
(REUTERS 06 JUL 12) ... Peter Apps 

LONDON -- Iran and the United States might be talking up their readiness for war in the Gulf but beneath the rhetoric, all sides 
are appear keen to avoid conflict and prevent accidental escalation - at least for now. 

 
19. Iran Submarine Plan May Fuel Western Nuclear Worries 
(REUTERS 05 JUL 12) ... By Fredrik Dahl 

VIENNA, July 5 (Reuters) - Iran's announcement that it plans to build its first nuclear-powered submarine is stoking speculation 
it could serve as a pretext for the Islamic state to produce highly enriched uranium and move closer to potential atom bomb material. 

 
20. Seychelles' Fishing Industry Recovering From Piracy 
(REUTERS 05 JUL 12) ... George Thande 

VICTORIA -- Seychelles' vital fishing industry is starting to recover after international anti-piracy efforts and boats carrying 
armed guards deterred attacks by Somali pirates, Natural Resources and Industry Minister Peter Sinon said on Thursday. 
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21. Northrop Grumman To Provide Management System For Royal Sub 
(DEFENSE DAILY 06 JUL 12) 

The British government has selected Northrop Grumman and partner BAE Systems to provide the system for controlling and 
monitoring the machinery and onboard systems for the fifth vessel in the Astute class of attack submarines, Northrop Grumman said 
yesterday. 

 
22. Britain Readies 'Fortress London' For Games 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 05 JUL 12) ... Danny Kemp 

LONDON — Britain is girding itself for the biggest peacetime security operation in its history featuring anti-aircraft missiles on 
rooftops and a warship in the River Thames for the London Olympics. 

 

PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
23. NAVCENT Commander Visits Lincoln Strike Group 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 05 JUL 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Jerine Lee, USS Abraham Lincoln Public Affairs 

USS ABRAHAM LINCOLN, At Sea -- The commander of U.S. Naval Forces Central Command visited Carrier Strike Group 
(CSG) 9 ships in the Arabian Sea, July 4-5. 

 
24. Cooks From The Valley Grill Steaks For Lincoln Sailors 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 05 JUL 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Kathleen L. Church, USS Abraham Lincoln Public 
Affairs 

USS ABRAHAM LINCOLN, At Sea -- Sailors aboard the Nimitz-class aircraft carrier USS Abraham Lincoln (CVN 72) enjoyed 
fresh steaks complements of Cooks from the Valley during a steel beach picnic on the ship's flight deck, July 5. 

 
25. Drill Pay Proposal Draws Fire 
(MILITARY UPDATE 05 JUL 12) ... Tom Philpott 

Defense officials can expect a fight if they embrace a plan from an internal study group that would urge Congress to cut drill pay 
and annual retirement points for Reserve and National Guard members in return for allowing retired pay to start years sooner than the 
current age-60 threshold. 

 
26. VA Hopeful Retraining Program Will Hit 45,000 Goal 
(STARS AND STRIPES 05 JUL 12) ... Leo Shane III 

WASHINGTON — VA officials announced this week that applications for the Veterans Retraining Assistance Program passed 
the 27,000 mark this week, and that roughly 13,000 of them have already been approved for the program. 

 
27. Navy Dismisses Exam-Cheating Claims 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 05 JUL 12) ... Michael Melia 

HARTFORD, Conn. — U.S. Navy investigators have dismissed allegations that pervasive cheating tainted training exams 
administered to enlisted Sailors and officers in the submarine force, according to documents obtained Thursday by The Associated 
Press. 

 

FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
28. Military's Green Energy Criticized By Congress 
(NPR 05 JUL 12) ... Larry Abramson 

The military says it's dangerous to depend exclusively on fossil fuels, and has launched a program to develop alternative fuels for 
use by military vehicles. Energy consumption is a big expense for the Pentagon. But some members of Congress don't think the 
military should be a laboratory for finding energy alternatives, and say the military should not be spending money on this kind of 
research at a time when defense dollars are shrinking. 

 
29. Senators To Industry: Describe DoD Budget Cut Perils 
(DEFENSE DAILY 06 JUL 12) ... Emelie Rutherford 

Seven hawkish senators asked the nation's largest defense contractors to describe how a potential $500 billion cut in Pentagon 
spending over the next decade would impact their firms. 

 
30. Senators Ask Industry For Help Explaining Danger Of Defense Cuts 
(THE HILL 05 JUL 12) ... Jeremy Herb 

A group of Senate defense hawks are asking 15 of the biggest defense contractors to explain how $500 billion in defense cuts 
could impact them, the latest effort in a campaign to pry information from the White House and Pentagon about the automatic cuts. 
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31. Congressional Earmark Ban Changes Business On Capitol Hill 
(DEFENSE NEWS 05 JUL 12) ... Kate Brannen 

While the U.S. congressional earmark ban has not eliminated earmarks, it has changed the way business is done on Capitol Hill, 
moving it into the shadows and making it difficult for watchdog groups and lobbyists to figure out what’s going on. 

 

BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
32. Ships Departing Boston After Navy Week Festivities 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 06 JUL 12) 

BOSTON—Ships that sailed into Boston for Navy Week and Fourth of July festivities are leaving the city and returning home. 
 

33. Marines, Sailors Lift Spirits At Boston Boys And Girls Club 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 05 JUL 12) ... Cpl. Marco Mancha, Navy Public Affairs Support Element, Norfolk 

BOSTON -- Children at the Yawkey Boys and Girls Club were treated to a surprise visit from Sailors and Marines attached to 
amphibious assault ship USS Wasp (LHD 1), July 3. 

 
34. Navy Medicine Support Command To Reorganize 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 05 JUL 12) ... Navy Medicine Support Command Public Affairs 

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. -- The Bureau of Medicine and Surgery's (BUMED) sole point of accountability for Navy Medicine 
education, training, public health, and human-resource management for Sailors and Marines around the world will be reorganized July 
15 in response to a BUMED initiative to streamline operations. 

 
35. Sources Say Japan Asks U.S. To Arrange Osprey Ride For Defense Minister 
(KYODO NEWS 05 JUL 12) 

TOKYO -- Japan has asked the United States to arrange a trial ride for Defense Minister Satoshi Morimoto aboard the MV-22 
Osprey transport aircraft during his possible U.S. visit in late July amid growing opposition to the planned deployment of the aircraft 
in Okinawa Prefecture, government sources said Thursday. 

 

NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
36. Pentagon Digs In On Cyberwar Front 
Elite School Run by Air Force Trains Officers to Hunt Down Hackers and Launch Electronic Attacks 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 06 JUL 12) ... Julian E. Barnes 

The U.S. military is accelerating its cyberwarfare training programs in an aggressive expansion of its preparations for conflict on 
an emerging battlefield. 

 
37. Marine Corps To Launch New Holistic Fitness Program 
(JACKSONVILLE (NC) DAILY NEWS 05 JUL 12 AMANDA WILCOX) 

The Marine Corps is implementing a new holistic fitness program designed to help warriors focus on whole body fitness. 
 

38. USS Iowa: ‘She's A Grand Old Lady' 
(TORRANCE (CA) DAILY BREEZE 05 JUL 12) ... Donna Littlejohn 

To the tune of "Anchors Aweigh," dozens of veterans representing 50 years of service were called forward Wednesday to line the 
rail of their old ship, the USS Iowa. 

 
39. Another Leak On USS Texas 
(HOUSTON CHRONICLE 05 JUL 12) ... Allan Turner 

Workers aboard the USS Texas, weary after fighting leaks on the century-old warship for nearly a month, turned off their pumps 
Wednesday and dreamed of the delights of a restful Fourth of July. Thursday morning they were back on the job after Tank C-84-V 
sprang a leak. 

 

OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
40. Will Iran Crack? 
Sanctions may help, but economic pain can't be the sole pressure point. 
(LOS ANGELES TIMES 06 JUL 12) ... Meghan L. O'Sullivan 

The latest Iran sanctions came into full effect this week, adding to a byzantine array of unilateral and multilateral measures that 
prohibit Iranian oil imports, other trade and financial transactions, and freeze Iranian assets by countries concerned that Tehran's 
nuclear program is intended for military purposes, not civilian ones. 
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41. U.S. Military Meddling 
(CHINA DAILY 06 JUL 12) ... Editorial 

As ready proof of its strategic pivot to the Asia-Pacific, the United States is leading two military exercises in the region right now. 
While the largest-ever Rim of the Pacific naval exercises involving the U.S. and 21 Asia-Pacific countries are in full swing in Hawaii, 
the U.S. and the Philippines are also conducting naval exercises in the Mindanao Sea. 

 
42. We Needed The Veterans—Now They Need Us 
Only a public-private partnership can meet the mental-health challenges of soldiers and their families. 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 06 JUL 12) ... Michael O'Hanlon, Jack Keane and Robert M. Morgenthau 

The Department of Veterans Affairs has spared no effort to care for our soldiers wounded in Iraq and Afghanistan. Yet the 
number of affected individuals is too great—and their mental-health challenges in particular too demanding—to leave the VA on its 
own in this mission. 

 
43. Rockford Will Honor Hometown Hero Saturday 
(MASON CITY (IA) GLOBE GAZETTE 06 JUL 12) ... Editorial 

Navy SEAL Jon Tumilson died doing what he loved — serving his country. Saturday in Rockford, heaping helpings of that love 
will be repaid as Tumilson is honored at a special event in his hometown. 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. U.S. Navy Moves Ahead On Biofuels Despite Congressional Ire 
(REUTERS 05 JUL 12) ... David Alexander, Susan Cornwell and Roberta Rampton 

WASHINGTON -- The Pentagon is pushing ahead with a 
$420 million effort to build refineries to make competitively 
priced biofuels, despite anger in Congress over the price the 
Navy paid for alternative fuel to test a carrier strike group this 
month. 

The Pentagon plans provide $210 million in matching 
funds to help private firms build three refineries, each able to 
produce at least 10 million gallons of biofuel a year for 
military jets or ships, according to documents released this 
week. 

The military's spending on alternative fuels has drawn 
criticism from Republican lawmakers, with Senator Jim 
Inhofe charging that President Barack Obama's priorities are 
"completely skewed" and Representative Mike Conaway 
accusing Navy Secretary Ray Mabus of "squandering precious 
dollars." 

But Mabus warns that U.S. dependence on foreign oil is a 
strategic vulnerability that can only be addressed by reducing 
the military's reliance on petroleum as the sole source of fuel 
to power its jets, ships and tanks. 

The Navy initiative announced on Monday to help private 
firms build biofuel refineries "will enhance our national 
security," Mabus said in discussing the $30 million first phase 
of the project. 

"It's going to help support the creation and commercial 
viability of a defense critical industry, and that's in domestic 
biofuels," he said. 

The announcement came as the Navy is preparing to test a 
carrier strike force using alternative fuels on July 18 during 
the six-week, 22-nation Rim of the Pacific exercises, the 
largest annual global naval maneuvers. 

The Navy purchased 450,000 gallons of biofuels for $12 
million, or nearly $27 a gallon for the exercises. The fuel was 
then mixed with 450,000 gallons of petroleum to achieve a 50-
50 blend that cost about $15 a gallon. The Navy expected the 
jet and marine biofuels to last about a day during the 
exercises. 

Congressional Backlash 
The cost of the biofuels for the exercises has produced an 

angry backlash in Congress. Republican lawmakers 
denounced the spending at a time of Pentagon budget cuts and 
are working to halt the purchase of biofuels that are not 
competitively priced. 

Obama's opponents see the military's green energy push 
as another attempt by the White House to promote alternative 
fuels even if they don't make economic sense, as in the case of 
the government-funded solar panel maker Solyndra, which 
went bankrupt last year. 

President Obama is "pressing forward with his plan to 
force the DoD (Department of Defense) to spend $30 million 
on its so-called green fleet, all while he's gutting our military," 
Inhofe said in a statement provided to Reuters. 

Conaway authored a provision, included in a bill 
authorizing defense programs, that would prevent Pentagon 
spending on biofuels unless they were competitively priced. 

The bill passed the House of Representatives, and a similar 
biofuels provision was approved by a Senate committee. 

Conaway said he was not opposed to the Navy buying 
alternative fuels so long as the price was not greater than that 
of fossil fuels, but paying $27 a gallon versus $4 a gallon for 
petroleum "makes no sense." 

"It's not about proving the technology. It's Mabus wanting 
to waste money ... on a publicity stunt for his green fleet," he 
said. 

Conaway said he thought biofuels should be developed in 
the private sector, not with the Pentagon in the lead. But he 
said there was not as much support in Congress for trying to 
block the latest Navy project with the Energy and Agriculture 
departments because it involved research and development 
funds. 

"We didn't have the support to rein that in," he said, 
acknowledging that the Navy was making "a bit of an end run" 
around opponents of the biofuels program. 

Proponents of alternative fuels warn that attacking the 
effort is short-sighted. 

"Simply saying that we can't afford to develop an 
alternative fuel strategy for our military is penny-wise and 
pound-foolish," said Democratic Senator Chris Coons. 

Fuels Of The Future 
Coons said firms like Dupont in his home state of 

Delaware are making big strides in developing a competitive 
advanced biofuels industry. He said the defense authorization 
bills in Congress should permit work on biofuels but require 
the Pentagon to justify the spending each year. 

Daniel J. Weiss, director of climate strategy at the Center 
for American Progress Action Fund, pointed to the damage 
that volatile oil prices wreak on the Pentagon's budget. Mabus 
said a $1 per barrel increase in global oil prices costs the Navy 
alone $30 million. 

"It's very short sighted to oppose investments in the 
cleaner fuels of the future," Weiss said. 

Under the Navy's new biorefinery effort, the government 
would provide $210 million in funds, which would be 
matched on a dollar-for-dollar basis by private capital. The 
military expects to make five awards in the $30 million first 
phase of the program sometime this fall. 

The second phase of the project, which would probably 
begin next year, would whittle participants down to about 
three and provide another $180 million in financing, again to 
be matched equally by the companies involved, government 
documents say. 

Mabus said earlier this week that $100 million in funding 
for the program had been appropriated and authorized in the 
2012 fiscal year budget. The Pentagon anticipated receiving 
another $110 million in funding for the program in the 2013 
fiscal budget beginning in October, the documents say. 

Participants competing for the grants would have to 
provide business plans and strategies for building refineries 
that could produce at least 10 million gallons of biofuel per 
year. They would also need the capability to blend the fuel 
with equivalent amounts of petroleum. 

Return to Index 
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2. Vice Chief Thanks Boston And Sailors For Navy Week Support 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 05 JUL 12) ... Lt. Cmdr. Chris Servello, Vice Chief of Naval Operations Public Affairs 

BOSTON -- The vice chief of naval operations (VCNO) 
met with Boston city officials and U.S. Sailors July 5 to thank 
them for their hardwork work during Boston Navy Week. 

Adm. Mark Ferguson met with Mayor Thomas Menino at 
Boston City Hall to thank him for the warm hospitality that the 
city showed Sailors while USS Wasp (LHD 1) and USS 
Gravely (DDG 107) were in port for Navy Week. 

"Boston is a Navy town with a rich maritime heritage 
dating back to the earliest days of the American colonies," 
said Ferguson. "Throughout this week, the citizens of Boston, 
state and city governments and area businesses have treated 
our Sailors with warm hospitality." 

A celebration of the nation's sea services, Boston Navy 
Week provides an opportunity for the citizens of Boston and 
New England to meet Sailors, Marines and Coastguardsmen, 
as well as see the latest capabilities of today's maritime 
services firsthand. 

"Our Sailors have greatly enjoyed their visit," said 
Ferguson. "This week has been a success in sharing America's 
Navy with Boston and celebrating the bicentennial of the War 
of 1812." 

Ferguson also visited Wasp and Gravely to say thank you 
to their crews for the work they did to showcase America's 
Navy to the thousands of local visitors who toured the ships 
and interacted with Sailors. 

Wasp and Gravely participation in Boston Navy Week 
from June 28 to July 6, gave their Sailors the opportunity to 
tour the city and interact with locals, as well as participate in 
community relations events. 

"I could not be more proud of the Sailors who represented 
our Navy during Boston Navy Week," said Ferguson. "They 
were the embodiment of our values of professionalism, 
service, honor, and integrity, and were outstanding 
ambassadors for the naval service." 

Boston Navy Week is one of many signature events 
around the country commemorating the Bicentennial of the 
War of 1812 and "The Star-Spangled Banner." The 
commemoration of the 200th anniversary of the War of 1812 
is a salute to all Sailors and Marines who fought gallantly in 
that conflict, who served in all the nation's conflicts since then, 
and who continue defending freedom around the world today. 

Since winning independence in 1776, the United States 
has been a maritime nation, relying on unobstructed access 
and free use of the world's oceans, which are essential to our 
national security and prosperity. The performance of 
America's Sailors and Marines in the War of 1812 set the 
standards upon which the nation's naval forces continue to 
build today. 

View Clip (RT: 2:18) 

Return to Index 
 

3. Boston Business Boomed During July Fourth Holiday Week 
(BOSTON GLOBE 06 JUL 12) ... Billy Baker 

The Fourth of July is always a big event for visitors in 
Boston, with the Boston Pops concert on the Esplanade, the 
fireworks extravaganza, Harborfest, and the USS 
Constitution’s annual turnaround. 

But this was no typical Fourth of July. For one, there were 
a host of other big-ticket events in town this week, the largest 
of which was the Navy Week festivities that brought many tall 
ships to town. 

But the holiday fell on a Wednesday, raising concerns that 
it would not draw well because many would not use the 
holiday to -extend a long weekend. 

“It was a perfect storm,” said Pat Moscaritolo, president 
and chief executive of the Greater Boston Convention & 
Visitors Bureau. “But it turned out to be a positive perfect 
storm.” 

Preliminary numbers show that the week is exceeding 
expectations. Moscaritolo said they had been predicting a 4.5 
percent increase in the number of visitors over a typical July 
Fourth week, but early estimates suggest the number will jump 
9 percent. 

Economically, that would translate to a $60 million to $75 
million increase in tourist spending over a typical Fourth of 
July week, he said. 

To lure additional visitors, he estimated, the city and state 
spent $2 million to $3 million on marketing, promotion, 
police, and emergency medical services. The costs for the 
fireworks and Esplanade concert are funded by a nonprofit, 
Boston 4 Celebrations Foundation, run by David Mugar. 

“The bottom line for us is that it demonstrates the power 
of special-event activities as a way to drive visitors, even in 

uncertain times,” he said. “It’s been a while since we’ve seen 
these kinds of smiles on the faces of people who work in the 
visitor industry.” 

The midweek holiday, instead of inhibiting visitors, 
created two waves of them, -Moscaritolo said: one comprised 
of tourists who came last weekend and stayed through the 
Fourth, and those who arrived on the Fourth and will stay 
through this weekend. 

Hotel occupancy, typically about 80 percent in Boston 
and Cambridge at this time of year, will be closer to 85 or 86 
percent, he said. 

One of the big draws was the Navy Week festivities to 
celebrate the bicentennial of the War of 1812. 

Lieutenant John Ripley, a spokesman for Boston Navy 
Week, said the 20 ships anchored in the harbor had drawn 
nearly 234,000 visitors through Wednesday. Many of those 
ships will be here until Friday, so he expected that number to 
grow substantially. 

“All week, each of the tall ships has been at capacity in 
terms of the number of visitors,” said Bill Armstrong, 
communications director for Operation Sail, the organization 
that coordinated the tall ships portion of Navy Week. He said 
Boston has been the most successful port on the six-city tour, 
which included New York City and New Orleans. 

Preliminary surveys by the Convention & Visitors Bureau 
have found that the vast majority of visitors were from New 
England, a fact attributed to the recent drop in gas prices and 
the fact that most of the events were free to the public. 

The week was seen by officials as a chance to build on 
Boston’s brand – traditionally history and culture – by 
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exposing visitors, and even locals, to the new Boston 
waterfront and the developing Seaport District. 

“Nobody knew about Castle Island until the tall ships 
came [in 1976],” Mayor Thomas M. Menino said. “This is the 
same thing. Nobody knew how the waterfront is being 
developed. Now they’re going down there and seeing the 
progress we’re making. It’s a new venture. There’s a new 
heart of Boston that people haven’t been to in the past.” 

Matt Frattarolli, 42, who works at a software company in 
one of the old drydocks, brought his kids to the waterfront on 
Thursday to visit some of the Navy Week vessels. 

“This is Boston’s greatest asset,” he said. “It’s nice to see 
it finally accessible. The waterfront used to just be mud plots, 
but this is great.” 

Moscaritolo said the hope is that the exposure will pay 
dividends for the future of the waterfront. “People don’t 
generally associate Boston with being a waterfront city, but 
that is all happening now,” he said. “And some of those people 
will come back later, maybe with family and friends, and 
experience this additional part, add this in with walking the 
Freedom Trail and all the historic sites.” 

Return to Index 
 

4. Welcome Aboard OpSail 2012CT In New London This Weekend 
(NEW HAVEN (CT) REGISTER 05 JUL 12) ... Mark Zaretsky 

NEW LONDON — OK, the fireworks are mostly over — 
it’s time for OpSail 2012CT to bring together tall ships from 
as far away as Brazil, as well as Navy vessels and Coast Guard 
cutters. 

It will all unfurl today through Sunday in East Lyme and 
New London. 

Think big, not just tall! 
OpSail 2012CT — taking place in conjunction with New 

London’s annual post-July 4 Sailfest bash — is expected to 
draw up to 1 million people. 

There will be lots of opportunities to tour boats and ships. 
People in New London have been getting ready for months. 

“This will be Connecticut’s largest tourist event of the 
decade,” said John S. Johnson, chairman of OpSail 2012CT. 
“We will attract somewhere in the vicinity of 750,000 to 1 
million people over four days.” 

The last OpSail celebrated the new millennium. 
This year, OpSail — the fifth and last of such events that 

took place around the country, beginning in New Orleans in 
April — will celebrate the 200th anniversary of the War of 
1812, the first shots of which were fired off New London. 

The grand Parade of Sail, led by U.S. Coast Guard Barque 
Eagle, will depart at 9:30 a.m. Saturday from Niantic Bay — 
where 23 ships gather Friday — and proceed to New London. 

Among them will be New Haven’s own Freedom 
Schooner Amistad, which has spent the last couple of years at 
Mystic Seaport undergoing repairs. 

Eagle, known as “America’s Tall Ship,” previously led 
the Parade of Sail in each of the other five 2012 OpSail port 
visits. 

Beyond the Parade of Sail, there will be all sorts of 
entertainment, including live bands, encampments, historical 
re-enactments, family activities and what Johnson promises 
will be a spectacular fireworks display on Saturday night over 
the Thames River. 

The U. S. Coast Guard band will play prior to the 
fireworks, which this year will be done by Garden State 
Fireworks. 

Most of the ships will sail away on Monday. 
The public is invited to visit and tour the tall ships. There 

will be free tours of ships docked at State Pier, City Pier & 
Waterfront Park, and Fort Trumbull State Park in New 
London, Johnson said. 

Shore Line East will add extra trains from Union Station 
in New Haven for the occasion, he said. Anyone who wants to 
come by car check out the OpSail 2012CT website at 
http://www.opsail2012ct.org to find out about the various 
perimeter parking lots. OpSail will run shuttle buses from the 
lots to the boats, he said. 

Recommended viewing locations for the Parade of Sail 
include New London’s Ocean Beach Park, Fort Trumbull 
State Park and the UConn at Avery Point in Groton campus. 
Satellite parking lots include New London High School, 
Waterford High School, the Crystal Mall in Waterford, Ocean 
State Job Lot in Waterford and Connecticut College in New 
London. 

Return to Index 
 

5. Navy Plans Mandatory Anti-Sexual Assault Training For Every Sailor 
(FEDERAL NEWS RADIO 06 JUL 12) ... Jared Serbu 

The Navy says it wants every Sailor to get the message 
that it's their job to intervene when they see a situation that's 
creating the conditions for a possible sexual assault. So the 
service is instituting mandatory training that every 
servicemember, both active and reserve, will have to take by 
the end of the year. 

Preparations will begin next week for the servicewide 
training, which will be split into two programs. One is tailored 
for Navy leaders, while a second curriculum is designed for 
deckplate Sailors. Navy members who will become part of 
deployable training teams will start immersing themselves 
Monday in the curriculum the Navy developed with the help 
of an outside contractor. 

From there, teams will begin travelling to areas with high 
Navy populations to begin passing the training onto Navy 
leaders through what the service is calling its Sexual Assault 
Prevention and Response for leaders program, or SAPR-L. 

"It's designed to create and design command climates that 
establish a zero-tolerance policy for sexual misconduct," said 
Capt. Scott Seeberger, chief of staff for the Navy's Sexual 
Assault Prevention and Response Task Force. "It will raise 
awareness among our leaders about the reality of sexual 
assault in our Navy, provide tools and techniques to prevent 
assaults, and educate leaders about their response roles in the 
event a sexual assault takes place." 
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Every Sailor holding the rank of chief petty officer or 
above will be required to take the two-hour leadership course, 
either in person, or in the cases of Sailors in remote locations, 
through DoD's Defense Connect Online service. Seeberger 
said teams will make in-person visits to nearly 100 sites. 

The deadline for leaders to take the training is 
September30. Their next job will be to provide training to 
lower ranking Sailors, through the separate Sexual Assault 
Prevention and Response-Fleet (SAPR-F) program. 

The new round of training follows what the Navy says 
was an unprecedented sexual assault education campaign in 
April during national sexual assault awareness month, when 
the Navy conducted a servicewide stand-down to 
communicate the problem of sexual assault to every Sailor. 

"We were just trying to get people aware of the problem," 
said Rear Adm. Martha Herb, the Navy's director of personnel 
readiness and community support. "Now, we've drilled down 
and hired an outside contractor to create a professional 
product. We filmed it on a ship, and we used actors and 
actresses to create a vignette of the process that happens in the 
continuum of harm. You see the precursors or the grooming 
behavior that occurs that might lead up to a sexual assault. It 
looks at the decisions that people on the ship have to make as 
to whether they should intervene or not." 

Senior Navy leaders say they're extremely focused on the 
issue of sexual assault. There were 582 reported incidents in 

the service last year, a slight downtick from the year before. 
But the Navy's top officer, Adm. Jonathan Greenert, said last 
week that the decrease wasn't enough to provide any 
encouragement. 

"I see a 7 percent decrease, but I don't consider that 
significant," he said. "I say, OK, we've got a lot of work to 
do." 

That work, Navy leaders say, includes getting every 
Sailor to be as concerned about the issue as senior officials say 
they are. A key part of that, Herb said, is the concept of 
bystander intervention: educating every Sailor about the 
warning signs of a situation that could lead to a sexual assault, 
and that it's their responsibility to intervene in those situations. 

"When they see their peer doing a behavior that will 
impact their career or the impact and well-being of another 
Sailor, it's our duty to interrupt that," she said. "It can be a 
peer-to-peer intervention, but it can also be a peer to a senior 
person if it's something that's against our core values. We 
expect everybody in the ranks to be observant of the behavior 
they're seeing. When they see something that's against our 
core values, they need to step in and intervene because it's the 
right thing to do." 

After all the Navy's leadership is trained through the new 
program, they're responsible for training each Sailor in their 
command, with a deadline of no later than Dec. 31. 

Listen To Audio (RT: 6:08) 
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CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
6. Ponce Arrives In Bahrain 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 06 JUN 12) ... U.S. Naval Forces Central Command Public Affairs 

MINA SALMAN PIER, Bahrain -- The U.S. Navy's first 
afloat forward staging base-interim, USS Ponce (AFSB-I), 
arrived in Bahrain for duty in the U.S. 5th Fleet area of 
responsibility (AOR), July 6. 

Prior to arriving in theater, Ponce, formerly designated as 
an amphibious transport dock (LPD), was converted and 
reclassified as an AFSB(I) in April to fulfill a long-standing 
U.S. Central Command (CENTCOM) request for an AFSB to 
be located in its AOR. 

"Ponce's role as an AFSB provides us with an enhanced 
capability to conduct maritime security operations, and gives 
us greater flexibility to support a wide range of contingencies 
with our regional partners," said Vice Adm. John Miller, 
commander, U.S. Naval Forces Central Command 
(NAVCENT). 

Ponce's primary mission is to support mine 
countermeasures (MCM) operations and other missions, such 
as the ability to provide repair service to other deployed units, 
including electrical, diesel engine, piping, and machinery 

repairs. Additionally, Ponce also has the capability to embark 
and launch small riverine craft. 

Commanded by a U.S. Navy captain, Ponce will remain a 
U.S. Navy ship. The newly classed AFSB will be manned by a 
"hybrid" crew consisting of approximately 150 Military Sealift 
Command (MSC) civilian mariners and 55 U.S. Navy Sailors. 
Sailors will be primarily responsible for the ship operations. 
MSC personnel will man the engineering, deck and damage 
control departments. 

"The versatility of Ponce, combined with the teamwork of 
its 'hybrid' crew, brings a unique capability to the region." said 
Capt. Jon Rodgers, commanding officer of Ponce. "As the first 
dedicated afloat forward staging base, we look forward to 
working closely with our coalition and regional partners to 
promote security and stability." 

Ponce departed its homeport of Norfolk, Va., June 1. 
Previously scheduled to decommission, Ponce delayed its 
scheduled decommissioning to serve as an interim AFSB until 
a permanent solution can be identified. 

Return to Index 
 

7. RIMPAC Follow-Up 
(KHON FOX HONOLULU 05 JUL 12) 

WakeUp2day welcomes Rear Adm. Frank Ponds to 
discuss the RIMPAC exercise. 

This year’s RIMPAC includes 22 participating nations, 
with 46 ships and submarines, over 200 aircraft, and over 
25,000 servicemen. 

Ponds also discussed his recent trip to Alabama as part of 
the Navy’s 50/50 program. 

View Clip (RT: 3:39) 

Return to Index 
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8. Naval Exercises Not For Intel Gathering 
(MANILA SUN STAR (PHILIPPINES) 06 JUL 12) ... Bong S. Sarmiento 

GENERAL SANTOS CITY -- The naval exercises 
between American and Philippine troops in the seas of 
Mindanao is purely "to enhance interoperability and not to 
gather intelligence data" in this part of the country, U.S. Navy 
Rear Admiral Thomas F. Carney Jr. said Wednesday. 

"The naval exercise is part of an open source project. 
We're promoting maritime domain awareness with the 
Philippine Navy [through] the Coast Watch Stations," the U.S. 
Naval head of delegation to the Cooperation Afloat Readiness 
and Training (Carat) 2012. 

Funded by the United States, the Coast Watch Stations are 
equipped with highly sophisticated surveillance equipment, 
including radars, capable of monitoring sea, air and land 
spaces. 

The Coast Watch Stations are spread in the towns of 
Kiamba, Maitum and Glan in Sarangani; Kalamansig in Sultan 
Kudarat; Balut Island in Davao del Sur; and Cape San Agustin 
in Generoso, Davao Oriental. 

The Coast Watch Station is part of the Coast Watch 
South, a defense project that is also supported by the 
Australian government. 

With Carat 2012 in its third day on Wednesday, Carney 
reiterated the exercises seek to enhance interoperability of the 
two countries' naval and coast guard forces. 

"We try to promote what’s operating on the maritime 
environment to help strengthen capabilities on anti-terrorism, 
anti-smuggling, anti-narcotics and in other venues of maritime 
security," he said. 

Journalists were allowed Wednesday to board the missile 
guiding-frigate USS Vandergrift, one of the two U.S. vessels 
docked at the Makar Wharf here. The other one is the cutter 
ship USCG Waesche. 

They will be deployed on Friday to the seas outside 
Sarangani Bay for the on-shore naval exercises that would 
include live firing in an area spanning 100 by 140 miles. They 

are expected to be back at the Makar Wharf here on Sunday. 
Carat 2012 will end on July 10. 

Commodore Philip L. Cacayan, Naval Forces Eastern 
Mindanao commander, said that advisories have been issued 
to avoid accident involving commercial vessels and fishermen 
while the naval exercises are ongoing. 

"Appropriate maritime information has been disseminated 
to all units transiting the area for the actual at sea exercises not 
only at the local but also at the national level," he told 
reporters. 

Carney said the training with the Philippine Navy in 
Mindanao is a "tremendous benefit to the U.S. forces as they 
are not familiar with the area." 

It's an opportunity to train with forces that know the water 
space and familiar with the environment, he added. 

Carney said the U.S. troops in the Carat exercises would 
be celebrating the American Independence Day with a social 
activity later Friday night inside the Makar Wharf. 

Although U.S. troops in the Carat exercises are banned 
from R & R, "they are enjoying the hospitability the Filipinos 
have shown them," he added. 

So far, the exercises have been inland or in the shorelines, 
such as the small boat hostage rescue drill in the boundary of 
this city and Maasim in Sarangani. 

Captain Joseph Lipiec, who spoke for the U.S. Marine 
team, appeared satisfied with the training exercises with the 
Philippine troops. 

"I'm very impressed with the Philippine Coast Guard as 
well as the Philippine Marines," he said when asked to assess 
the exercise. 

Lipiec claimed that the night vision goggle used by the 
Filipino troops is better than theirs. 

For his part, 2nd Lieutenant John Mark Roxas, said the 
naval forces of each country have different raiding techniques. 

"Our knowledge is not the same," he said, adding they 
really hope to learn from each other by sharing techniques. 
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9. Underwood Completes Passing Exercise With Colombian Navy 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 05 JUL 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Frank J. Pikul, Southern Seas 2012 Public Affairs 

USS UNDERWOOD, At Sea -- The Oliver Hazard Perry-
class guided-missile frigate USS Underwood (FFG 36) 
completed a passing exercise (PASSEX) with the Colombian 
navy, July 4. 

The exercise was designed to conduct subject matter 
expert exchanges in maritime interdiction operations with the 
Colombian ship ARC Valle del Cauca (PO 44). 

"I always get excited when working with other navies," 
said Master-at-Arms 1st Class (SW) William H. Tredick, the 
command master-at-arms aboard Underwood. "It is important 
for us to work with other navies to grow lasting partnerships 
with them." 

The PASSEX included helicopter operations, a maritime 
interdiction operation (MIO) exercise, and a communications 
exercise. 

"It was a short time period to get these events done, but 
we got the job done," said Quartermaster 1st Class (SW) 

David C. Ratcliffe. "That is why we constantly train and work 
on accomplishing our mission quickly and safely." 

The exercise began with the launch of an SH-60B Sea 
Hawk helicopter assigned to Helicopter Anti-Submarine 
Squadron Light (HSL) 48 from the flight deck of Underwood 
to assist in the execution of the MIO exercise. Underwood 
then conducted a communications exercise with Valle del 
Cauca in order to practice proper radio communication. 

"This exercise gave us a chance to observe the Colombian 
navy...and see how they operate," said Tredick. "I think the 
exercise was a success and both navies got something out of it 
that can be used in the future." 

Underwood Sailors Conduct Subject Matter Expert 
Exchange With Colombian Navy 

(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 05 JUL 12) Mass 
Communication Specialist 2nd Class Stuart Phillips, Southern 
Seas 2012 Public Affairs 
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BAHIA MALAGA, Colombia -- Sailors assigned to the 
Oliver Hazard Perry-class guided-missile frigate USS 
Underwood (FFG 36) spent time working alongside their 
Colombian counterparts as they made repairs on the 
Colombian cutter Valle del Cauca while moored in Bahia 
Malaga, Colombia July 3. 

The Colombian and U.S. Sailors were able to achieve a 
number of goals as they combined their experience and 
expertise to address electrical and mechanical issues aboard 
the cutter over a period of three days in port in Bahia Malaga. 

"We went over to the Colombian ship to work with them 
as they repaired some of their equipment," said Electrician's 
Mate 2nd Class (SW) Aldo Rodriguez, who volunteered to 
help out on the Valle del Cauca. "We worked on their capstan, 
their air conditioning, their carry, hold and transit [sewage 
system] and a couple of their gauges." 

Sailors from the two navies also worked together 
restoring lights on the Valle del Cauca's flight deck. 

"We brought their flight deck lighting up to about 80 
percent, so now they'll be able to conduct night operations on 
their flight deck," said Electrician's Mate 3rd Class (SW) John 
Prokop, who also volunteered to work with the Colombian 
sailors. 

The subject matter expert exchange has been an 
opportunity for Sailors from both navies to learn more about 
their own job specialties from each other. 

"I think working with the Colombian navy has helped 
strengthen our partnership," said Prokop. "We traded expertise 
as we taught each other a lot of things on the electrical side 
about different systems they have on their ship and I've also 
been able to show them some in-depth things that I know 
about electrical schematics, tracing out wires and performing 
troubleshooting and repairs." 

Working side-by-side with their Colombian counterparts 
proved to be a good way for the U.S. Sailors to get to know 
members of another country's navy. 

"We talk about our families and the differences between 
our navies as we work together," said Rodriguez, who speaks 
Spanish fluently. "But I think my favorite part has been the 
food they have shared with us. It is outstanding. Even the rice 
just seems to have so much more flavor. They have a dish 
called 'sancocho' that is like a soup comprised of beef, 
chicken, potatoes, corn and rice. It reminds me of home 
cooking." 

"My favorite part of this has been the experience of going 
over to a different navy's ship," said Prokop. "I went over in a 
RHIB [rigid-hull inflatable boat] one of the days and just 
going over and seeing a different type of lifestyle and getting 
to work with other Sailors as they make repairs on their ship 
was a good experience that I'm going to keep with me for the 
rest of my life." 

Underwood is deployed to Central and South America 
and the Caribbean in support of Southern Seas 2012. 
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10. U.S. Naval Experts Conduct Training On Security 
(TANZANIA DAILY NEWS 05 JUL 12) ... Kilasa Mtambalike 

Naval experts from the U.S. were in the country for 
almost a fortnight to train local authorities strategies to 
enhance maritime and port security. 

Marine Police Commander of Operations, ACP 
Fortunatus Musilimu, said on Wednesday aboard the 
American High Speed Vessel (HSV 2) - Swift where they 
were undergoing training that the just ended course will help 
bolster safety and security on Tanzanian ports and territorial 
waters. 

Mr Musilimu, who is also the Police Liaison Officer at 
the port, said that among the strategies they have started 
implementing is access control at Tanzanian ports. "We have 
also decided that we will improve communications between 
relevant authorities to beef up security," he said. 

At the moment the Surface and Marine Transport 
Regulatory Authority (Sumatra), the navy and police force 
have improved communications to curb piracy on Tanzanian 
territorial waters, he added. 

Lieutenant Commander Charles Eaton, Officer-in-Charge 
of Military Attachment on the Swift, also noted that among the 
things that they view as a serious threat is piracy off the East 
African coast. 

Lt Commander Eaton said that among the things they 
have been doing in the country since docking on June 22, this 
year, is to provide training to improve effectiveness and open 

up communication to promulgate information to authorities at 
the right time. 

"We have also provided training to the navy and port 
security personnel in enhancing physical protection of the port 
as well as basic maritime security," he said. 

Several officers from the navy, police force and Sumatra 
attended the training session on naval investigations by Naval 
Criminal Investigation Services (NCIS) officials which ended 
yesterday where they awarded certificates aboard the vessel. 

The vessel is a hybrid vehicle that is owned by a 
commercial entity in the United States but is leased by the 
U.S. Navy and was built in Tasmania, Australia in 2003. 

According to the captain of the Swift, Captain Rhett 
Mann, navy modifications have made it a long range vessel 
that has never been meant for offensive activities. 

"The secondary mission for us is humanitarian aid 
because we can get to disaster areas faster than other vessels. 
We are a defensive ferry and our best defence is the boat's 
speed," the captain observed. Stretching to about 98 metres, 
the ship cost about 100 million U.S. dollars to build. 

The vessel is basically a littoral and can move at 40 
nautical miles when it is light, which is about 55 miles an hour 
on the surface and can easily go faster around bad weather. 
The vessel and its crew are expected to leave the country 
today for Europe. 
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11. USS Sterett Returns to Naval Base San Diego 
(SAN DIEGO CITY NEWS SERVICE 05 JUL 12) 

SAN DIEGO -- The guided-missile destroyer USS Sterett 
returned to Naval Base San Diego Thursday following a 
seven-month deployment to the Middle East and western 
Pacific. 

About 350 Sailors left San Diego in December aboard the 
509-foot-long Sterett, part of the Abraham Lincoln Carrier 
Strike Group. 

While away, the Sailors took part in counter-piracy 
operations and five multinational exercises and maritime 
security operations, according to the Navy. 

The Sterett's latest deployment was relatively quiet and 
uneventful compared with its previous deployment. In 
February 2011, the Sterett was shadowing Somali pirates 
when they fired a rocket-propelled grenade at the destroyer. 

In response, Navy SEALS boarded a 58-foot sailboat on 
which a Marina del Rey couple, Jean and Scott Adams, and 
their friends, Phyllis Macay and Bob Riggle of Seattle, were 
killed by pirates, who seized the boat a few days earlier. 

During the Navy SEAL operation, two pirates were killed 
and 15 captured. 

The destroyer is named after Lt. Andrew Sterett, who 
commanded a U.S. schooner that defeated a more powerfully 
armed pirate vessel in the Mediterranean Sea in the early 
1800s. 

It's the fourth Navy ship named in honor of Sterett, who 
later resigned when another naval hero of the Barbary Wars, 
Stephen Decatur, was promoted over him, according to the 
U.S. Naval Institute. 
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12. Carrier Stennis Leaves San Diego After Short Visit 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 05 JUL 12) ... Gary Robbins 

The nuclear-powered carrier John C. Stennis sailed out of 
San Diego Bay Thursday after a brief visit to the city to take 
on supplies. 

The carrier had been off northern Baja California doing 
pilot qualification flights and landings before it turned for San 
Diego. There was no announcement on whether the Stennis 
will continue training operations or head back to its home port 

in Kitsap, Washington. The photo you see here actually 
features three carriers -- the Stennis, the Carl Vinson (middle-
right of the image) and the Midway (middle-background.) 

Stennis left San Diego on the same day that a locally 
based destroyer, the Sterett, was scheduled to return how from 
a long deployment with the carrier Abraham Lincoln. 
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13. Naval Diving And Salvage Training Center Hosts International Students 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 05 JUL 12) ... Ensign Elizabeth Allen, Center for Explosive Ordnance Disposal and Diving Public Affairs 

PANAMA CITY, Fla. -- International military students 
from America's partner nations are learning how to become 
Navy Divers at the Naval Diving and Salvage Training Center 
(NDSTC), Panama City, Fla. 

The international students are eligible for five courses of 
study taught throughout the year: The International Diving 
course, Navy Diver "A" school, Medical Department Diving 
Officer, Explosive Ordnance Disposal (EOD) "A" school 
phase I, and the Amphibious Reconnaissance Corpsman 
course. 

More than 50 international students attend these courses 
throughout the year, where they are integrated in classes filled 
primarily with U.S. students. The International Diving course 
is the only course comprised of all international students. 

Petty Officer 1st Class Irmantes Jedenkus, a member of 
the Lithuanian Special Forces, recently graduated from the 
International Diving course and will soon begin the 
amphibious reconnaissance corpsman course. 

"Being here and attending the International Diving course 
was a good experience," said Jedenkus. "I have met many 
people from different countries, which I have enjoyed very 
much." 

Lt. Guillermo Barnuevo is an instructor at NDSTC and a 
member of the Spanish navy. He instructs many of the 
international students who come to the school. 

"The way we teach the classes here is definitely different 
than in Spain," said Barnuevo. "The curriculum is more 
structured, which is good - every student learns the same exact 

information, which is something I plan on bringing back to my 
country. 

"The dive program in Spain is smaller than the one here," 
added Barnuevo. "It's been a great opportunity to work with 
great instructors at one of the best dive schools in the world." 

Learning how to become Navy divers requires strength, 
endurance and stamina to make it through the day, according 
to Lt. j.g. Hui Fen Huang, a military diver for the Taiwan 
navy. 

"The physical training has been the best experience so 
far," said Huang, who is one of two students from Taiwan who 
recently graduated from the International Diving course and is 
waiting to begin the EOD "A" School phase I. "The pull-ups 
have been the most challenging. We finish physical training in 
the morning, and then learn in the classroom - sometimes I get 
exhausted and sleepy, so I drink a lot of coffee!" 

According to Chief Navy Diver Stephen Lowe, an 
instructor at NDSTC, the international students are all here to 
learn how to be Navy divers and how to work with other 
partner nations in the future. 

"We teach international students so that we can train and 
work with them abroad, because together we are stronger," 
said Lowe. 

NDSTC is the center of all U.S. Navy diving and provides 
training to Navy, Army, Air Force, Coast Guard and all 
Marine Corps combatant divers. NDSTC also provides 
lifelong learning opportunities in areas of both personnel and 
professional development. 
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GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
14. P-Noy To China: Pull Out Ships From Shoal 
(PHILIPPINE STAR 06 JUL 12) ... Aurea Calica 

MANILA, Philippines -- President Aquino yesterday 
called on China to pull out all its ships from Panatag 
(Scarborough) Shoal as he assailed Beijing for asking the 
Philippines to stop making provocative statements while itself 
continuing to talk. 

“It’s not clear to me what provocative statements the 
Philippines or Filipino officials have made. But we know that 
the other side has been saying a lot. So maybe they should 
read first what have been written on their end and with all due 
respect, maybe they can balance that with reality,” Aquino 
said yesterday. 

Malacañang also said that the redeployment of ships to 
Panatag Shoal, also known as Bajo de Masinloc, would 
depend on the weather. 

“There are many schools of thought on how to handle (or) 
how to deal with the Chinese. So we will be getting, in effect, 
a discussion on the opposite points of view on what is the best 
approach to settle this issue,” Aquino noted. 

As this developed, the Department of Foreign Affairs 
(DFA) summoned on Wednesday China’s top diplomat in the 
Philippines and gave her a note verbale protesting Beijng’s 
establishment of a new “prefectural-level” city of Sansha to 
administer three disputed islands in the West Philippine Sea 
and future development of the islands. 

“The DFA sent a note verbale dated 28 June 2012 and 
handed this to Ambassador Ma yesterday, protesting the 
establishment of Sansha City as the extent of the jurisdiction 
of the city violates Philippine territorial sovereignty over the 
Kalayaan Island Group (Spratlys) and Bajo de Masinloc and 
infringes on Philippine sovereign rights over the waters and 
continental shelf of the West Philippine Sea,” Foreign Affairs 
spokesman Raul Hernandez said. 

He pointed out “it was a diplomatic protest” since the 
declaration of the establishment of Sansha City contradicts the 
spirit of the Declaration of Conduct of Parties in the South 
China Sea and the non-aggression accord in 2002. 

A senior security official also noted that China’s latest 
move showed that it has no respect towards its neighbors 
when it comes to peacefully settling territorial disputes in the 
region. 

“With the way Beijing is behaving, it only showed that 
they don’t have any respect towards its neighbors,” the 
security official, who asked not be named, said. 

Contrary to Beijing’s claim that the Philippines is plotting 
to further increase the tension in the region, its present actions 
to bolster its territorial claim of the entire South China Sea 
showed otherwise, the security official said. 

Earlier, presidential spokesman Edwin Lacierda said 
Chinese officials and the state media were the ones who 
should be careful about issuing statements. 

“Can I say to the Chinese ‘xiao xin yi dian.’ Be a little 
careful about your statements,” Lacierda said in reaction to a 
commentary in the People’s Daily of China, which 
admonished the Philippine government for its plan to ask the 
United States to deploy spy planes over the West Philippine 
Sea to help monitor the country’s territorial waters. 

Lacierda stressed the Philippines has the right to explore 
all options in safeguarding its territorial waters, including 
seeking help from the U.S. 

He added that the request should be viewed in the context 
of the defense cooperation between the Philippines and the 
U.S. 

“So there’s no issue to us. We do not view it as a 
provocative statement,” Lacierda said. “And as the President 
said, by no stretch of the imagination can you consider the 
Philippines as an aggressor.” 

Defending Kalayaan 
Meanwhile, Kalayaan, Palawan Mayor Eugenio Bito-

onon said his civilian constituents in the Spratly region are not 
disturbed by China’s current aggression. 

“We are not disturbed at all,” Bito-onon said, adding that 
aside from the Philippines, China has also to deal with other 
Spratlys claimant countries if Beijing so decides to settle the 
territorial dispute by force. 

Western Command (Wescom) commander Lt. Gen. 
Juancho Sabban also vowed that they would defend at all costs 
Kalayaan municipality. 

“We will keep on doing our duty, prepare for any 
contingency and let our leaders do the high level solutions. 
Kalayaan municipality is ours. We will defend it,” Sabban 
said. 

Wescom, a composite military unit of the Armed Forces 
of the Philippines (AFP), has operational jurisdictions over the 
Kalayaan Island Group (KIG) and has forward troops 
deployed in the region. 

The Philippines and China are currently locked in a 
territorial dispute not only in Panatag Shoal but also in the 
Spratly region, which is also being claimed in whole or in part 
by Vietnam, Malaysia, Taiwan and Brunei. 

The Spratly archipelago is a chain of islets, reefs, atolls 
and sand bars straddling the South China Sea, which is 
believed to be rich in mineral and fuel deposits. 

Panatag Shoal is located 124 nautical miles from 
Zambales Province and is within the Philippines’ 200-nautical 
mile exclusive economic zone (EEZ) and continental shelf. 

China stands on a historical claim while the Philippines 
has taken the view that Beijing’s claim is not supported by the 
United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS). 
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15. South Korean Court OKs Naval Bases Near Border With North 
(STARS AND STRIPES 06 JUL 12) ... Jon Rabiroff and Yoo Kyong Chang 

SEOUL — South Korea’s efforts to bolster its naval 
capabilities following a pair of deadly seaborne attacks by 

North Korea got a couple of recent boosts that also could 
eventually serve the U.S. Navy. 
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The South’s Supreme Court ruled Thursday that the 
controversial construction of a naval base on Jeju Island, south 
of the Korean peninsula, is lawful and may continue. 

Meanwhile, government officials announced last week 
that a naval facility will be built on Baengnyeong Island, one 
of five islands west of the peninsula and just south of the 
disputed maritime border with North Korea. 

One official with the South Korea Ministry of National 
Defense said the Baengnyeong facility will enable “a more 
stable management over the Northern Limit Line” that divides 
the two Koreas in the Yellow Sea. 

Another said that while the facility is not being developed 
with the U.S. Navy in mind, American vessels might someday 
use it. 

The presence and capabilities of the South Korean and 
U.S. navies have been a hot-button issue since 2010, when 
North Korea was blamed for sinking the Cheonan warship, 
killing 46 South Korean sailors dead, and shelling 
Yeonpyeong Island near the border, killing four. 

South Korean media roundly criticized their military and 
government for responding with little more than token 
resistance and rhetoric. 

The military was subsequently restructured with creation 
of the Northwest Islands Defense Command, which reports 
directly to the chairman of the South’s Joint Chiefs of Staff 
and is tasked with defending the five westernmost border 
islands from attacks by the North. 

The South has said it also increased its manpower, 
firepower and equipment on and around the islands. 

In 2011, construction began on the previously planned 
Jeju Multipurpose Port Complex about 55 miles south of the 

South Korean mainland. The primary announced purposes are 
to allow the South to better police its sea lanes and respond 
faster to any acts of aggression by North Korea in waters east 
or west of the peninsula. 

When finished in 2015, the base will be able to 
accommodate as many as 20 navy ships and submarines, not 
to mention the occasional cruise ship. 

South Korean officials said last year that while the U.S. 
military would be able to dock ships at Jeju temporarily, the 
base is being built primarily for Korean ships. 

The project has been the target of sometimes-violent 
protests and a number of court battles instigated by people 
who believe it will ruin the island’s idyllic reputation and 
make it a primary target in the event of hostilities in or around 
Asia. In its decision this week, the Supreme Court overturned 
a lower-court ruling and said environmental assessments were 
properly done prior to the start of construction. 

The Baengnyeong Island facility reportedly will have 
accommodations for up to 100 troops and a dock for small 
warships by the time it is completed in 2014. Ministry of 
National Defense officials took issue Thursday with those 
calling it a “naval base.” 

“To the public, it might be seen as a base,” one said. “But, 
it’s more of a mooring facility,” with accommodations for a 
military company. 

Asked if the ministry fears making Baengnyeong Island a 
potential target for a North Korean attack, another ministry 
official said, “We have no fear putting it there at all. We’re 
just building a dock to improve our soldiers’ living 
conditions.” 
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16. S. Korea To Start Evaluating Fighter Bids Next Week 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESS 05 JUL 12) 

SEOUL - South Korea will soon start evaluating bids 
from U.S. and European firms which are in competition to win 
a $7.3 billion contract for 60 advanced fighter planes, its arms 
procurement agency said Thursday. 

The Defense Acquisition Program Administration 
(DAPA) said 15 experts would review the bids from July 9 to 
14 before air force evaluators conduct flight tests. 

The makers of Boeing's F-15 Silent Eagle, Lockheed 
Martin's F-35 Lightning II and the Eurofighter Typhoon have 
submitted their renewed bids for the deal worth nearly 8.3 
trillion won ($7.3 billion), it said. 

The state agency had set an initial June 18 deadline for 
bids. The three firms tendered their offers, but the agency 
reopened bidding, cited errors in relevant documents. 

South Korea aims to select the winner in November, but 
officials hinted that the selection could be delayed. 

"With the bids having been submitted, we now have to go 
through testing and negotiations," Oh Tae-Sik, a senior DAPA 
official, told Yonhap news agency. 

"These won't be easy steps. Depending on how long they 
take, the final decision may be put off until into the next 
administration (in early 2013)," he said. 

The DAPA said earlier that some technical requirements 
would be tested on simulators because core parts of all three 
jets are still under development. 

South Korea has bought 60 of Boeing's earlier-version F-
15s since 2002 under the first two stages of its fighter 
modernisation programme. It plans to purchase 60 fighter jets 
by 2021. 

Tensions with North Korea have been high in recent 
years. The North and South remain technically at war because 
a peace treaty was never signed to formally end their 1950-
1953 conflict. 
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17. Top Syrian General Said To Have Defected To Turkey 
Pro-regime Web site says key Assad associate has joined opposition 
(WASHINGTON POST 06 JUL 12) ... Liz Sly 

ANTAKYA, Turkey — Pro-government news outlets in 
Syria reported Thursday that a powerful military officer and 
longtime close associate of the Assad family had fled to 

Turkey, in what could be the first sign of a crack in the 
regime’s inner circle. 

The pro-Assad Web site Syria Steps was the first to report 
that Maj. Gen. Manaf Tlas, who heads the elite Republican 
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Guard and is the son of a once-influential former defense 
minister, had joined the opposition. It appeared to be the most 
senior defection since the uprising against President Bashar al-
Assad began more than 15 months ago. 

The Web site of the Tartous Today newspaper, which 
supports the Assad government, later carried a report from the 
Shaam News Network saying that Tlas had disappeared in the 
Syrian capital, Damascus, two days earlier but that the 
network had not published the information because of the 
“sensitivity of the situation.” 

Although the reports could not be independently 
confirmed, word of the purported defection quickly buzzed 
through social media sites run by the opposition, which 
gleefully posted pictures of Assad and Tlas posing together in 
a reminder of how close the two had been. 

Col. Aref Hammoud, a spokesman for the opposition Free 
Syrian Army in southern Turkey, and two rebel officers inside 
Syria said the Free Syrian Army had helped Tlas cross into 
Turkey earlier in the day. Hammoud declined to say where 
Tlas was but said he was not at the camp for military defectors 
outside the southern Turkish town of Antakya, making it 
unclear whether he would join the opposition. 

Both the Web sites sought to play down the significance 
of the reputed defection, saying it would have no effect on the 
situation in Syria as the security forces continue their battle to 
crush the uprising. 

Tartous Today accused Tlas of collaborating with the 
now-departed U.S. ambassador to Syria, Robert Ford, and said 
the country was better off without him. 

“Syrian intelligence would have captured him if they 
wanted to,” the Web site said. “His decision to defect will not 
affect us at all, but he will instead become a new burden on 
the hands of the garbage and traitors nesting in Turkey.” 

Syria Steps quoted security officials as saying that “the 
situation on the ground is under control. There is nothing that 
will stop us from eliminating the terrorists in the country.” 

However, the Web site also seemed to acknowledge the 
significance of the purported flight, adding that “this news 
comes as a shock to the Syrian people, who have long been 
familiar with the Tlas family and its loyalty to the nation.” 

Tlas’s father, Mustafa Tlas, had been a confidant of 
Assad’s father, Hafez al-Assad, serving as his defense minister 

for many years and then paving the way for a smooth 
succession for Bashar after his father died. The senior Tlas, 
however, is reported to have been living in Paris throughout 
most of the uprising; another of his sons is reputedly living in 
Dubai; and a member of the family commands one of the best-
known Free Syrian Army battalions fighting near Homs, 
suggesting that the reported defection would not be a complete 
surprise. 

If confirmed, however, it would be the first clear sign of 
disaffection within the ranks of the many senior Sunni officers 
who have remained loyal to the government, alongside those 
drawn from Assad’s Shiite-affiliated Alawite minority. 
Several brigadier generals have defected in the past, but Tlas 
was a higher-ranked major general. 

Syria expert Joshua Landis wrote on his blog that Tlas 
had recently been pushed aside by the Alawite officers 
because he “supported a policy of negotiation, flexibility and 
compromise. 

“He was overruled by the military leadership and has 
since looked for a way out,” Landis wrote. “If he has indeed 
fled the country, the regime will be thrown back on its heels.” 

The reports came as Syrian troops backed by helicopters 
pressed an offensive against the town of Khan Sheikhoun, a 
key front in the government’s effort to reclaim territory 
controlled by rebels in the northern province of Idlib. Six 
people were killed there, among 40 who died nationwide, 
according to the Britain-based Syrian Observatory for Human 
Rights. 

In Damascus, the head of the grounded U.N. observer 
mission in Syria, Maj. Gen. Robert Mood, said the violence 
has reached “unprecedented” levels. 

Also Thursday, the whistleblowing WikiLeaks Web site 
said it had obtained 2.4 million -e-mails from Syrians, many 
of them from official government accounts but some from 
members of the opposition. 

The first batch released showed that Selex Elsag, a unit of 
the Italian defense technology group Finmeccanica, had sold 
sophisticated communications equipment to the Syrian 
authorities as recently as February, the Italian weekly 
l’Espresso reported. 
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18. Gulf Sabers Rattle As Iran Sanctions Bite 
(REUTERS 06 JUL 12) ... Peter Apps 

LONDON -- Iran and the United States might be talking 
up their readiness for war in the Gulf but beneath the rhetoric, 
all sides are appear keen to avoid conflict and prevent 
accidental escalation - at least for now. 

This week, a string of hawkish Iranian statements - 
including a renewed threat to close the Strait of Hormuz and 
destroy U.S. bases "within minutes" of an attack - helped push 
benchmark Brent crude oil prices above $100 for the first time 
since June. 

Western military officials and analysts say Tehran does 
have the capability to wreak regional havoc. But the current 
saber-rattling, they believe, is more about moving markets and 
trying to give the West second thoughts over the ever-
tightening oil sanctions aimed at cutting back Tehran's nuclear 
programme. 

A European Union ban on trading Iranian oil announced 
earlier in the year entered force on July 1, while the United 
States is also tightening financial restrictions. Even Asian 
buyers such as China that had hoped to keep taking Iranian 
crude appear to be scaling back purchases, struggling to find 
shipping insurance or banking - leaving Iran increasingly 
isolated. 

"What we tend to see is that rhetoric from Iran tends to 
peak when you have developments around the sanctions 
issue," U.S. Deputy Chief of Naval Operations Vice Admiral 
Mark Fox told a naval conference at London's Royal United 
Services Institute. 

"We saw this in 2010, we saw it in January this year. 
They use rhetoric and military exercises to make their point ... 
but it is always best to be prepared, and we always are." 
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Washington has highlighted its own military buildup, 
pointing to new minesweepers, patrol craft and the assault ship 
USS Ponce joining its Fifth Fleet, which includes the USS 
Abraham Lincoln and Enterprise carrier battle groups. 

Iran has often threatened reprisals for any Israeli or U.S.-
led strike on its nuclear sites, whose activities it says are 
purely peaceful but the West suspects are geared to developing 
arms. But this week's statements were more aggressive than 
most. 

In one headline on its website, state-run Press TV 
described Western warships in the Gulf as "sitting ducks". An 
Iranian parliamentary committee said it would pass a bill 
allowing Tehran to block passage through Hormuz, the 
conduit for all Gulf oil exports, to ships of any country 
backing sanctions. 

"Iran is essentially reminding the U.S. and its regional 
allies that if it were attacked, it is capable of responding," said 
Michael Connell, an Iran specialist at the Centre for Naval 
Analysis, which provides analysis to military and other clients 
as part of larger U.S. government-funded think tank, CNA. 

"There is also a domestic component - reassuring their 
own populace that their armed forces are respected and 
feared." 

Four months before a U.S. presidential election in which 
the economy could prove the deciding factor, Iran probably 
sees the ability to influence global oil prices as a potent and 
much more usable weapon than actual military action. 

"As the impact of European sanctions ... begins to create 
some economic hardship for Tehran, the timing of this 
announcement suggests that Iran is trying to imply that it in 
turn can cause economic pain for the world," said Nikolas 
Gvosdev, professor of national security studies at the U.S. 
Naval War College. 

Middle East "Tinderbox" 
Whatever the intent, the growing number of military 

forces in close proximity brings obvious dangers. 
"The risk of Iran actually carrying out the actions they are 

threatening is low," said Ari Ratner, a former Middle East 
adviser to the State Department earlier in the Obama 
administration and now a fellow at the left-leaning Truman 
National Security Foundation. 

"However, there is an increasing danger that this rhetoric 
or the increasing provocative actions by the Iranian side ... 
could result in a miscalculation ... The Gulf is becoming a 
tinderbox and an accidental spark may come at any time." 

Military experts say the opening salvos of any such 
conflict could prove hugely damaging, with even sophisticated 
warships vulnerable to suicide speedboats, midget submarines 
or truck-mounted missiles. But the ultimate outcome, they say, 
would never be in doubt: a massive U.S.-led retaliation that 
left Iran's military devastated. 

For all the talk, however, naval officers say tensions in the 
Gulf between U.S.-led forces and their Iranian counterparts 
are if anything lower than several years or even months ago, 
with clear signals that Tehran itself is holding back. 

Last week, U.S. Chief of Naval Operations Jonathan 
Greenert told a news briefing that the Iranian navy continued 
to be "professional and courteous". Confrontations with 
Revolutionary Guard naval units - in which they came too 
close to U.S. warships for comfort - were also down in 
number, he said. 

Despite occasional talk of Iran refusing to allow U.S. 
carriers through Hormuz, U.S. naval officers say that in fact 
Iranian units appear to have had instructions to steer well clear 
when the giant ships transit the strait. 

When foreign warplanes approach Iranian air space, they 
find themselves swiftly warned off with a simple but firm 
radio warning in English. 

For its part, the U.S. Navy says it has rescued dozens of 
Iranian sailors from Gulf and Indian Ocean waters, including 
several from a dhow held captive by Somali pirates. 

"I have never worked harder to prevent a conflict," said 
Vice Admiral Fox, formerly commander of U.S. naval forces 
in the region. "We are going out of our way to send the 
message that we are not there to overpressurize (the 
situation)." 

The current increase in forces in the Gulf, naval insiders 
say, was planned months ago - but tough choices lie ahead. 

Washington says it plans to keep two carriers in the 
region for at least the next fiscal year and will shortly decide 
on the next. Maintaining those forces in the longer run, 
particularly given the planned U.S. "pivot" to Asia, may be 
harder to sustain. 

But the focus on Hormuz, some suggest, may simply be 
missing the bigger picture. 

Expect The Unexpected? 
"Yes, we're seeing another spike in saber-rattling from 

Iran and to a lesser extent from the United States," said Henry 
Smith, regional analyst at London-based consultancy Control 
Risks. "But neither of those countries has any intention of 
starting a war in the Persian Gulf. The country you need to 
watch as the protagonist is Israel." 

Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's government has 
long said it reserves the right to strike directly at Iran if it does 
not believe Washington and others are doing enough - through 
diplomacy or sanctions - to stop it going nuclear. 

Such action could still take place this year, despite doubts 
among many analysts that Israel has the capability to deliver a 
truly knockout blow and could simply end up motivating the 
Iranians to work faster to achieve nuclear capability. 

But there are growing perceptions that this prospect may 
already be receding, with Israel and the United States likely 
instead continuing to rely on covert tactics such as the 
computer worm Stuxnet to slow Iran's nuclear progress. 

Netanyahu may himself already have decided to wait, 
hoping that a newly elected Republican president, Mitt 
Romney, would prove more supportive and at least give Israel 
the sophisticated bunker-busting munitions needed to reach 
buried laboratories. 

With perhaps no one genuinely willing to risk escalation 
for now, the face-off in the Gulf is likely to continue largely 
unchanged, albeit with periodic market-moving bouts of high 
profile tension. 

Even if an accidental clash were to down an aircraft or 
damage a warship, some believe all parties would find a way 
to swiftly de-escalate. 

"This rise in tensions was to be expected," said Reva 
Bhalla, head of strategy at U.S.-based geopolitical risk 
consultancy Stratfor. "But to an extent, both sides are 
indulging in theatre. They know what they are doing and they 
have too much to lose from an actual confrontation." 
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Not everyone, however, believes that pattern is 
sustainable. 

With Tehran believed to be moving closer to the ability to 
produce a workable nuclear device - most intelligence services 
believe Iran has not so far made a political decision to do so - 
and sanctions inflicting worsening economic hardship on 
ordinary Iranians, they say something must eventually give. 

Pushed too far, the fear is that the Islamic Republic's 
leaders might start a fight in the hope of uniting the people 
behind them against a common enemy. 

"We're essentially backing them into a corner," said one 
veteran naval officer with much experience in the region. "As 
an old fighter pilot, we used to say: 'When you are out of 
options, redefine the fight that you're in' ... They'll have to 
either capitulate or do something unexpected. I believe they'll 
do anything if it comes down to defending the regime's 
existence." 
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19. Iran Submarine Plan May Fuel Western Nuclear Worries 
(REUTERS 05 JUL 12) ... By Fredrik Dahl 

VIENNA, July 5 (Reuters) - Iran's announcement that it 
plans to build its first nuclear-powered submarine is stoking 
speculation it could serve as a pretext for the Islamic state to 
produce highly enriched uranium and move closer to potential 
atom bomb material. 

Western experts doubt that Iran - which is under a U.N. 
arms embargo - has the capability any time soon to make the 
kind of sophisticated underwater vessel that only the world's 
most powerful states currently have. 

But they say Iran could use the plan to justify more 
sensitive atomic activity, because nuclear submarines can be 
fuelled by uranium refined to a level that would also be 
suitable for the explosive core of a nuclear warhead. 

"Such submarines often use HEU (highly enriched 
uranium)," former chief U.N. nuclear inspector Olli Heinonen 
said, adding Iran was unlikely to be able source the fuel 
abroad because of the international dispute over its nuclear 
programme. 

It could then "cite the lack of foreign fuel suppliers as 
further justification for continuing on its uranium enrichment 
path,” Heinonen, now at Harvard University's Belfer Center 
for Science and International Affairs, said. 

Any move by Iran to enrich to a higher purity would 
alarm the United States and its allies, which suspect it is 
seeking to develop the capability to make nuclear bombs and 
want it to curb its nuclear programme. Tehran denies any 
atomic arms ambitions. 

It would also likely further complicate diplomatic efforts 
to resolve the decade-old row over Tehran's nuclear 
programme and may add to fears of a military confrontation. 

Several rounds of talks between Iran and six world 
powers this year have so far failed to make significant 
progress, especially over their demand that the Islamic 
Republic scale back its controversial enrichment work. 

"Leverage" 
"Iran is using this submarine announcement to create 

bargaining leverage," Shashank Joshi, a senior fellow and 
Middle East specialist at the Royal United Services Institute, 
said. 

"It can negotiate away these 'plans' for concessions, or use 
the plans as a useful pretext for its enrichment activity." 

Iranian deputy navy commander Abbas Zamini was last 
month quoted as saying that "preliminary steps in making an 
atomic submarine have started.”. 

He did not say how such a vessel would be fuelled, but 
experts said it may require high-grade uranium. 

Iran now refines uranium to reach a 3.5 percent 
concentration of the fissile isotope U-235 - suitable for nuclear 
power plants - as well as 20 percent, which it says is for a 
medical research reactor in Tehran. 

Nuclear weapons need a fissile purity of 90 percent, about 
the same level as is used to fuel U.S. nuclear submarines. 

"This is a bald excuse to enrich uranium above 20 
percent," Mark Fitzpatrick, director of the International 
Institute for Strategic Studies think-tank in London, said. 

A Western diplomat agreed that it could provide another 
possible justification for making highly enriched uranium, 
adding Iran could also use medical isotope production as an 
excuse. 

"What it all means to me is that they could enrich above 
20 percent, or even just say they intend to, and then point to 
some or all of these 'justifications'," the envoy said. 

Iran says its nuclear programme is for purely peaceful 
energy and medical purposes and that it is its right to process 
uranium for reactor fuel under the nuclear Non-Proliferation 
Treaty, a global pact to prevent the spread of atomic arms. 

An Iranian lawmaker this week said parliament planned to 
ask the government to equip Iran's naval and research fleet 
with "non-fossil" engines, Press TV state television reported in 
an apparent reference to nuclear fuel. 

While nuclear submarines generally run on highly refined 
uranium, merchant vessels can also operate on low-enriched 
fuel, Mark Hibbs of the Carnegie Endowment for International 
Peace said. 

The six powers - the United States, France, Germany, 
Britain, China and Russia - want Iran to halt 20 percent 
enrichment. If Iran not only rejected this demand but also 
started enriching to even higher levels, it would risk 
dramatically raising the stakes in the dispute. 

Costly Subs 
The United States and Israel have not ruled out military 

action to prevent Iran from obtaining nuclear weapons, 
sparking fears of a possible escalation into a new Middle East 
war. 

The submarine statement and this week's missile tests by 
the Islamic Republic signalled Iranian defiance at a time when 
the West is stepping up the sanctions pressure on the major 
crude producer with a European Union oil embargo. 

"I see this as an effort to demonstrate Iranian resolve at a 
time when sanctions are getting unprecedentedly tight," Joshi, 
of the Royal United Services Institute, said. 
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It is difficult and very expensive to make atomic 
submarines. "There is no way that Iran could build a nuclear-
powered submarine," Fitzpatrick said. 

Such submarines - which the United States, Russia, 
China, France and Britain have - can be at sea without 
refuelling and stay under water for much longer periods than 
those using diesel, experts said. 

Naval reactors deliver a lot of power from a small volume 
and therefore run on highly enriched uranium but the level 

varies from 20 percent or less to as much as 93 percent in the 
latest U.S. submarines, the World Nuclear Association, a 
London-based industry body, said on its website. 

Iran's announcement is another statement "that they are 
capable of producing the most-advanced and prestigious 
military technology and, as usual, there is little truth in what is 
being claimed,” military expert Pieter Wezeman, of the 
Stockholm International Peace Research Institute think tank, 
said. 
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20. Seychelles' Fishing Industry Recovering From Piracy 
(REUTERS 05 JUL 12) ... George Thande 

VICTORIA -- Seychelles' vital fishing industry is starting 
to recover after international anti-piracy efforts and boats 
carrying armed guards deterred attacks by Somali pirates, 
Natural Resources and Industry Minister Peter Sinon said on 
Thursday. 

The Indian Ocean islands' economy depends on tuna 
exports and tourism, both badly hurt after pirate attacks sent 
foreign fishing boats out of its waters in 2010. 

"The boats which had stopped fishing in our waters when 
piracy was at its peak are now coming back. We are once 
again doing a lot of bunkering for them," Sinon said. 

Port sources said the number of boats entering Port 
Victoria slumped to 60 a year at the height of the crisis. It 
would receive that number in a single month at peak times. 

"Before piracy there were so many more ships because we 
had Korean and Japanese ships as well, now we do not," a port 

source said. Port officials said about 40 Taiwanese and 
Spanish tuna ships of 1,000-tonne capacity called at Port 
Victoria in June. 

At the height of the crisis, fish supplies to local hotels 
dried up because local boat owners feared going to sea. Two 
Seychelles fishermen seized in 2011 are still being held 
captive in Somalia. 

Sinon said construction of a $4-million port, put on hold 
due to the lull in fishing, would start soon. 

It has been nearly a year since the last tuna ship flying the 
country's flag was attacked, Sinon said, putting the 
improvement in maritime security down to international anti-
piracy efforts and more boats carrying armed guards. 

"The security personnel we have put on board the vessels 
have also been a very effective deterrent," Sinon said. 
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21. Northrop Grumman To Provide Management System For Royal Sub 
(DEFENSE DAILY 06 JUL 12) 

The British government has selected Northrop Grumman 
and partner BAE Systems to provide the system for 
controlling and monitoring the machinery and onboard 
systems for the fifth vessel in the Astute class of attack 
submarines, Northrop Grumman said yesterday. 

Northrop Grumman's Sperry Marine unit will supply the 
Platform Management System (PMS) and BAE Systems 
Maritime-Submarine will be installing it under the contract for 
the HMS Anson (S123 )submarine. The contract also includes 
software, safety case, equipment and obsolescence 
management. 

Northrop Grumman provided the PMS for the fourth ship 
in the Astute class, the HMS Audacious (S122). 

"This latest contract reflects confidence in the capability 
of our platform management system for this important Royal 

Navy program," Alan Dix, managing director of Northrop 
Grumman Sperry Marine, said. 

PMS includes control and monitoring software, human 
interface equipment and programmable logic controller-based 
hardware throughout the sub. 

Northrop Grumman said its solution emphasized 
commercial off-the-shelf hardware and software with an open 
architecture interface to ease upgrades and allow third party 
equipment. 

Northrop Grumman said it is also currently providing the 
PMS for the Royal Navy's Type 45 destroyers and has 
provided ships' inertial navigation systems for a variety of the 
Royal Navy's other surface ships and submarines. Sperry 
Marine is headquartered in New Malden, U.K. 
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22. Britain Readies 'Fortress London' For Games 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 05 JUL 12) ... Danny Kemp 

LONDON — Britain is girding itself for the biggest 
peacetime security operation in its history featuring anti-
aircraft missiles on rooftops and a warship in the River 
Thames for the London Olympics. 

A security force of more than 40,000 military and civilian 
personnel, backed by a huge intelligence operation, will turn 
the British capital into a fortress to protect venues, athletes and 
millions of visitors. 

The £553-million ($877-million, 662-million-euro) 
operation will watch for a range of scenarios, from "lone wolf" 
terror strike to cyber-attacks, protests, riots, transport 
breakdowns and even extreme weather. 

Security has already been tight around the Olympic torch 
as it has made its way around the United Kingdom in the past 
month. The only incident of note has been a protest as it went 
through Northern Ireland. 
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Britain's Defence Secretary Philip Hammond announced 
that Rapier surface-to-air missiles would be deployed across 
the capital to guard against 9/11-style attacks, despite 
opposition from residents. 

The missiles -- Rapier and smaller high-velocity systems -
- will be deployed at six sites including on the rooftops of 
blocks of flats in east London near the Olympic Park. 

Hammond said recently a major nine-day military 
exercise codenamed Exercise Olympic Guardian that took 
place in May had "achieved its objectives.” 

The exercise simulated a terror attack and included the 
huge helicopter carrier HMS Ocean taking up station near 
Greenwich, while Royal Air Force fighter planes were 
deployed near London at RAF Northolt for the first time since 
World War II. 

During the Games themselves, the centrepiece of the 
40,000-strong security force will be a contingent of 13,500 
military personnel from the Army, Royal Navy and Royal Air 
Force. 

The deployment is substantially larger than the entire 
British mission in Afghanistan, currently at around 9,500 
personnel. 

There will also be around 12,500 police officers deployed 
daily -- making it the country's largest ever pre-planned 
policing operation -- and more than 16,000 private security 
guards and unpaid volunteers. 

MI5, Britain's domestic intelligence service, has 
reportedly suspended all leave to ensure it has its full 

complement of some 3,800 staff for the Olympics, double the 
number it had after 9/11. 

British officials say up to 500,000 athletes, coaches, 
security staff and media and tourism visa applicants from 
more than 200 competing nations are being screened by the 
intelligence services ahead of the Olympics. 

Meanwhile the military will take charge of London's 
airspace for the first time since World War II. Civilian 
controllers will take operational responsibility but will be 
under overall supervision of the defence ministry. 

It is expected to create a zone of secure airspace which is 
restricted by the military, and will work out of a military-
civilian control centre in Hampshire, southeast England, The 
Times reported. 

Security has been a fundamental question for the London 
Games from the start. 

The day after London was named host city on July 6, 
2005, four homegrown suicide bombers attacked three 
underground trains and a bus, killing 52 people. 

It is also 40 years since Palestinian militants massacred 
Israeli athletes at the 1972 Munich Olympics, and 16 years 
after a bombing at the Atlanta Olympics. 

"It's impossible to totally guarantee that you can get rid of 
all risk. You can't," security analyst Margaret Gilmore of the 
Royal United Services Institute in London told AFP. 

"But you can go a long way to deterring anyone who 
wants to disrupt or attack the Games, and mitigating any 
impact if, for example, a terrorist attack gets through." 

Return to Index 
 
 

PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
23. NAVCENT Commander Visits Lincoln Strike Group 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 05 JUL 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Jerine Lee, USS Abraham Lincoln Public Affairs 

USS ABRAHAM LINCOLN, At Sea -- The commander 
of U.S. Naval Forces Central Command visited Carrier Strike 
Group (CSG) 9 ships in the Arabian Sea, July 4-5. 

During the visit, Vice Adm. John W. Miller met with 
leadership from the Nimitz-class aircraft carrier USS Abraham 
Lincoln (CVN 72), embarked Carrier Air Wing (CVW) 2, 
Destroyer Squadron (DESRON) 9 and guided-missile cruiser 
USS Cape St. George (CSG 71). 

He also toured the ships, served food during a steel beach 
picnic on Lincoln's flight deck, and spoke to Lincoln Sailors 
during an all-hands call in the ship's hangar bay. 

Addressing the Lincoln crew at the all-hands call, Miller 
stressed the importance of the U.S. naval presence in the 5th 
Fleet area of responsibility (AOR) and thanked the assembled 
crew for their actions supporting Operation Enduring Freedom 
(OEF) throughout the last several months while the ship has 
been deployed in the AOR. 

"Lincoln is phenomenal with their reactions," he said. 
"With 20-25 sorties a day, Lincoln is directly supporting 
troops on the ground, and I am proud of their hard work in this 
area of responsibility." 

In celebration of Independence Day, Miller also thanked 
the crew for their professional work and dedication to the 
mission. 

"As we think of our friends and family celebrating the 
holidays with their barbecues and fireworks, remember that 
we all honor your service," said Miller. "Your professionalism 
and patriotism sets the standard for everyone in the way to do 
business, and I show the strongest gratitude to everyone in the 
strike group." 

CSG-9 is comprised of Lincoln, CVW 2, Cape St. George 
and DESRON 9. The strike group is in the U.S. 5th Fleet area 
of responsibility conducting maritime security operations, 
theater security cooperation efforts and combat operations in 
support of OEF. 
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24. Cooks From The Valley Grill Steaks For Lincoln Sailors 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 05 JUL 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Kathleen L. Church, USS Abraham Lincoln Public 
Affairs 

USS ABRAHAM LINCOLN, At Sea -- Sailors aboard 
the Nimitz-class aircraft carrier USS Abraham Lincoln (CVN 
72) enjoyed fresh steaks complements of Cooks from the 

Valley during a steel beach picnic on the ship's flight deck, 
July 5. 

The all-volunteer, California-based organization brought 
more than 4,500 Harris Ranch, 12-ounce New York center-cut 
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steaks to Lincoln Sailors to show appreciation for their service 
and to help them celebrate Independence Day at sea. 

"The Cooks from the Valley feel it is a privilege to feed 
the Sailors," said Donald Collins, one of the organization's 
volunteers. "It is a chance for us to come out and see all of the 
Sailors' hard work and reward them for their efforts." 

The steaks were transported to the ship, where the 
volunteers, with help from Sailors, marinated and seasoned the 
meat in preparation for the event. 

"Grilling the steaks is our way of giving back to the 
Sailors," said Jeff Peters, another volunteer with Cooks from 
the Valley. "We make sure to purchase a high quality of steak 
so each Sailor eats the quality food they deserve." 

Celebrating the holiday one day after the Fourth of July, 
Sailors also spent the afternoon relaxing and enjoying a 
variety of recreational events. They competed in a touch 
football game, raced remote control cars, hit golf balls off the 
fantail and listened to music. 

"Not only did I get a chance to relax from work and see 
my friends, I got the chance to enjoy an absolutely amazing 
steak," said Airman Recruit Torri Wentz. "The cooks did a 
great job; the steak was the highlight of my day." 

Cooks from the Valley volunteers also brought steaks to 
Sailors serving aboard guided-missile cruiser USS Cape St. 
George (CG 71) and the Arleigh Burke-class guided-missile 
destroyer USS James E. Williams (DDG 95) during a five-day 
visit to ships in the Arabian Sea. 

Lincoln is the flagship for Carrier Strike Group (CSG) 
Nine, which is also comprised of embarked Carrier Air Wing 
Two, Cape St. George and Destroyer Squadron Nine. CSG-9 
is in the U.S. 5th Fleet area of responsibility conducting 
maritime security operations, theater security cooperation 
efforts and combat flight operations in support of Operation 
Enduring Freedom. 
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25. Drill Pay Proposal Draws Fire 
(MILITARY UPDATE 05 JUL 12) ... Tom Philpott 

Defense officials can expect a fight if they embrace a plan 
from an internal study group that would urge Congress to cut 
drill pay and annual retirement points for Reserve and 
National Guard members in return for allowing retired pay to 
start years sooner than the current age-60 threshold. 

The warning came Tuesday from Marine Corps Maj. Gen. 
Andrew B. Davis, executive director of the Reserve Officers 
Association. 

Davis charged that the 11th Quadrennial Review of 
Military Compensation "paints an incomplete picture" of drill 
pay purposes today and that its director, Thomas L. Bush, 
pushed unsuccessfully for the same "total force compensation" 
concept a decade ago as a senior policy official on reserve 
affairs at the Pentagon. 

"This pitch was first brought up 10 years ago, by Mr. 
Bush, and was put on the shelf when Reserve and Guard 
members started taking heavy casualties in the war. Now is 
not the time to resurrect an old idea and try to ram it through 
Congress," Davis said a statement. 

The QRMC proposes making Reserve and Guard 
compensation less costly and more flexible to meet recruiting 
and retention targets. To do that, it touts reserve compensation 
that is "more closely aligned with the approach used to 
compensate" active duty members. 

The study, released in June, recommends replacing the 
tradition of paying two days' basic pay for a day of weekend 
drill with a new formula: one day of basic pay plus housing 
and food allowance for one day of drill. 

To bolster its case that drill pay needs to be modernized, 
the QRMC notes that currently "reserve members are paid 
more for a day of weekend training than for a day serving in 
combat. " 

Marshall Hanson, legislative director of ROA and a 
retired Navy Reserve captain, called this a "slogan" that 
obscures important facts. For example, reserve personnel in a 
war zone receive additional pays including hostile fire pay or 
danger pay and valuable tax exemptions. 

Also, double basic pay for drill weekends compensates 
for the extra hours members spend on reserve business for 

which they receive no credit. It also helps to cover 
unreimbursed travel expenses that many members experience 
in getting to and from drill sites. 

When all these factors are weighed, the relative value of 
service in combat rises and the relative value of drill pay falls, 
Hanson said.  

The QRMC also proposes cutting retirement points 
earned per year by a drilling member from 75 down to 53 Â– 
or just a point for each of 24 weekend drill days, 14 more for 
two week's summer training and 15 annual participation 
points. This would represent a 30 percent cut in points earned 
toward future retirement pay calculations. 

To ease the impact of these changes, the QRMC's "total-
force compensation" concept also endorses earlier reserve 
retirement. Rather drawing an annuity at age 60, reservists 
with 20 or more qualifying years of service could draw retired 
pay 30 years after they first entered the military. So a member 
who entered service at age 18, for example, could draw 
reserve retirement at age 48. 

Earlier retirement alone would not be enough to sustain 
the current force if drill pay and retirement points were to be 
cut. Indeed, the think-tank RAND explained in a background 
report for the QRMC that these changes alone would create a 
shortfall of 10 to 16 percent in the number of reserve 
component officers and a cut of 10 to 19 percent in the 
enlisted force. 

So the QRMC also calls for some sort of "supplemental 
payment" for the Guard and Reserve. It considered but largely 
rejected reimbursing members for travel of more than 50 miles 
one way to drills, or paying additional for hours spent on 
reserve business outside of drill weekends. 

Easier to administer, the study suggested, would be an 
incentive pay for drilling reservists, perhaps payable in a lump 
sum at the end of the year. Amounts would vary by rank and 
years of service and could also be used to modify the shape of 
the force. Some examples in the study show these incentive 
payments might equal 10 to 60 percent of annual reserve pay. 

In briefing reporters on the importance of creating a new 
incentive pay to make the other elements for modernizing 
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reserve compensation work, Bush acknowledged some risk. 
Will Congress fully fund the incentive pay account every year 
to the level the services argue they need? Those would be 
"discretionary" dollars that could be diverted elsewhere, Bush 
conceded. 

Hanson at ROA sees more risk in assuming Congress, in 
exchange for cutting drill pay, would approve an earlier 
retirement plan for reservists. He noted how Congress four 
years ago voted to allow Reserve and Guard members who 
deploy to Iraq and Afghanistan to earn credit toward earlier 
retirement. But lawmakers still haven't found budget dollars to 
apply that change retroactively to the tens of thousands of 

personnel called up for war after 9-11 but before January 2008 
when that credit change was enacted. 
 

Both the QRMC and its critics acknowledge an era of 
belt-tightening is here. The QRMC says reserve compensation 
must be made more efficient if the force is to be sustained. But 
Hanson said if these efficiency moves are taken, when 
families and employers already are urging Reserve and Guard 
members "to drop the military thing," it could hollow out 
reserve components and ultimately jeopardize the entire all-
volunteer force. 
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26. VA Hopeful Retraining Program Will Hit 45,000 Goal 
(STARS AND STRIPES 05 JUL 12) ... Leo Shane III 

WASHINGTON — VA officials announced this week 
that applications for the Veterans Retraining Assistance 
Program passed the 27,000 mark this week, and that roughly 
13,000 of them have already been approved for the program. 

They’re confident those numbers put them on pace to 
award all 45,000 program openings by the end of September, 
even with a slowdown in applications. About 12,000 of them 
were submitted in the first two weeks of the program in mid-
May, with the rest coming in June. 

The program – approved by Congress last year – is 
available to veterans aged 35 to 60 who need new or updated 
work skills to find employment. It offers a $1,473 living 
stipend to participants enrolled in college or technical school 
classes, as a way to help them make ends meet while they are 
retrained. 

In May, lawmakers expressed concern that VA officials 
weren’t doing enough to reach veterans eligible for the 
program. In October, 54,000 more VRAP slots will be 
available to eligible vets, but any unfilled openings from this 
fiscal year will not roll over to the next. 

VA officials said they’re working closely with the 
Departments of Labor and Defense to advertise the benefit, 
and they are distributing pamphlets on VRAP to veterans 
service organizations, chambers of commerce and military 
commissaries. 

The approval process for the applications takes between 
15 and 25 days. Officials said they expect a large percentage 
of the 27,000 applicants so far to receive the benefit. 

The first checks through the new benefit were sent out on 
July 1. 
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27. Navy Dismisses Exam-Cheating Claims 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 05 JUL 12) ... Michael Melia 

HARTFORD, Conn. — U.S. Navy investigators have 
dismissed allegations that pervasive cheating tainted training 
exams administered to enlisted Sailors and officers in the 
submarine force, according to documents obtained Thursday 
by The Associated Press. 

The inspector general for the Atlantic submarine force 
opened an investigation following a complaint that originated 
in Groton, Conn., the home port of an attack submarine that 
was hit by a cheating scandal in 2010. 

In a letter sent to U.S. Fleet Forces Command in 
December, the commander for the Atlantic submarine force 
said the claims were unsubstantiated. It said previous episodes 
mentioned in the complaint were investigated and dealt with 
individually. 

The letter, which the AP obtained through a Freedom of 
Information Act request, recommended the case be "closed as 
unsubstantiated with no further action." 

The investigation began with a complaint from a crew 
member aboard the USS Memphis, a submarine that lost about 
10 percent of its crew to disciplinary measures after a cheating 
ring was discovered in November 2010. The crew member 
also complained that the punishments were unduly harsh and 
influenced by abuse of authority, claims that were also 
investigated and dismissed by the Navy. 

The Navy has insisted that the episode reflected a rare 
lapse in integrity. But some former officers told the AP that it 

was an extreme example of shortcuts that Sailors on other 
submarines have taken to pass increasingly difficult nuclear 
training exams that have little bearing on skills Sailors need. 

The unidentified man who filed the complaint said the 
punishments were unfair because so many others got away 
with cheating. 

"He equated it to 'doing 60 in a 55 and instead of a 
speeding ticket we lost our license for life,'" the Navy report 
said. 

In the case of the Memphis, Sailors were emailed the 
answers before qualification exams, took tests outside the 
presence of proctors and openly asked officers for answer 
keys. The case was among the lapses mentioned by the 
commander of the Navy's submarine force, Vice Adm. John 
Richardson, in a blog posting last month stressing the 
importance of character. 

"Invisibility and character have a long relationship, and it 
hasn't always been a healthy one. Being out of sight can 
uniquely challenge one's character," he wrote. 

The Navy's most senior leaders have been tracking the 
cheating allegations. 

In a September 2010 email, Adm. Kirkland Donald, 
director of Naval Reactors, alerted the chief of naval 
operations to cheating allegations included in a book by 
former submarine officer Christopher Brownfield. Donald said 
there had been several noteworthy "busts" among nuclear 
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operators, and the Navy followed up in each case with "strong 
accountability measures." But he said integrity remained a 
focus. 

"I wish I could tell you that we solved the problem, but 
we still have occasional events that indicate that we haven't," 
Donald wrote in the email, which was obtained by the AP. "I 
assure you that this matter has my full attention and energy." 

Donald's office said he was not immediately available to 
comment Thursday. 

Brownfield described cheating aboard the USS Hartford 
submarine in his book. He said he has never been contacted by 

naval investigators about the cheating allegations, and he 
questioned the Navy's commitment to investigate. 

"They say they're taking it seriously, but they don't 
contact the person who's making the allegations," said 
Brownfield, who is now studying alternative energy at 
Columbia University. 

He said investigators might also have overlooked some 
examples because the cheating often was not overt, more often 
involving subtle hints and dropped clues. 

"There was a lot of room for gray area on it," he said. 
"People might not have considered it cheating." 
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FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
28. Military's Green Energy Criticized By Congress 
(NPR 05 JUL 12) ... Larry Abramson 

The military says it's dangerous to depend exclusively on 
fossil fuels, and has launched a program to develop alternative 
fuels for use by military vehicles. Energy consumption is a big 
expense for the Pentagon. But some members of Congress 
don't think the military should be a laboratory for finding 
energy alternatives, and say the military should not be 
spending money on this kind of research at a time when 
defense dollars are shrinking. 

Transcript: Robert Siegel, Host: 
Over the next few weeks, a group of Navy ships will be 

steaming around the Pacific powered by alternative fuels. It's 
the first demonstration of the Navy's great green fleet, part of 
an effort to reduce the U.S. military's dependence on oil. 

But, as NPR's Larry Abramson reports, Congress wants to 
cut off funding for alternative fuels, saying they cost too 
much. 

Larry Abramson: Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense 
Tom Hicks says, in recent months when oil prices spiked, the 
military felt the consequences right where it counts. 

Tom Hicks: The Navy, not unlike the Army and the Air 
Force, saw a $1 billion additional fuel bill due to the increased 
cost of petroleum, conventional petroleum. 

Abramson: That's why the Navy is fielding a green fleet 
of planes and ships that can use fuels from alternative sources 
instead of just petroleum. That fleet is in testing now and 
should be operational by 2016. This effort is a big boost to 
backers of alternative fuels, like Suzanne Hunt, who works on 
a project called the Carbon War Room. 

Suzanne Hunt: As opposed to mining oil or coal or other 
fossil fuels out of the ground, they're actually just taking 
renewable resources like algae, like garbage, like woody 
biomass grasses, a whole array of different renewable 
resources, and turning those into what they call drop-in 
hydrocarbon fuels. 

Abramson: There's one problem with the Pentagon's 
plan, according to Republican Texas Congressman Mike 
Conaway. 

Representative Mike Conaway: It costs too much 
money. Buying fuel at $27 a gallon versus $4 a gallon is just 
something that no one would do in all circumstances. 

Abramson: And Congressman Conaway says 
circumstances are far from normal. The military faces 
extraordinary budget pressures right now. Conaway and other 
members of the House and Senate Armed Services 

Committees have attached restrictions to the proposed 
Pentagon budget that would prohibit the use of anything more 
expensive than oil. 

Green fleet supporters point out these fuels will drop in 
price once production ramps up, but only if major fuel 
consumers show interest and, by any definition, the military is 
a big user of oil, drinking up 340,000 barrels per day. 

Suzanne Hunt says military support has been key to 
adoption of many technologies. 

Hunt: Think the Internet, computers, cell phones, GPS - 
all of those technologies came out of DOD. 

Abramson: So, Hunt says, why not throw the same 
support behind alternative fuels? The Pentagon says there's 
also a strategic advantage because depending solely on oil puts 
the U.S. at the mercy of countries that are often unreliable. 

But Congressman Conaway doesn't buy that. As much as 
the military uses, he says it only consumes a small fraction of 
the eight million barrels the U.S. produces each day. 

Conaway: You know, the scenario that, somehow, we 
need these boutique fuels in order to protect us from a 
strategic loss of crude oil, you know - we take care of the 
military needs first and the rest of the country would tighten 
its belt. 

Abramson: When James Bartis of the RAND 
Corporation studied the problem, he found little or no strategic 
advantage to bio-fuels. 

James Bartis: You can't make alternative fuels in the 
battlefield. The military's big problem is not buying the fuel, 
but getting it to frontline units. 

Abramson: Even if the U.S. could produce enough 
alternative fuel, Bartis says it would be just as complicated to 
get it to a war zone as conventional fuels are. Bartis also 
questions whether producers will make exotic fuels if only the 
military is showing interest. 

Bartis: The national benefit only comes from them 
focusing on fuels that can meet the much, much larger civilian 
needs. 

Abramson: Still, Navy Secretary Ray Mabus says he's 
determined to make the Navy a player in the market for 
alternative fuels, but he'll have a hard time doing that if 
Congress approves restrictions on how the military can spend 
its energy dollars. 

Listen To Audio (RT: 3:59) 
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29. Senators To Industry: Describe DoD Budget Cut Perils 
(DEFENSE DAILY 06 JUL 12) ... Emelie Rutherford 

Seven hawkish senators asked the nation's largest defense 
contractors to describe how a potential $500 billion cut in 
Pentagon spending over the next decade would impact their 
firms. 

The senators--members of the Senate Armed Services 
Committee (SASC) including Ranking Member John McCain 
(R-Ariz.)--sent the inquiry letters as they try to learn more 
about the impact of the so-called sequestration cuts to the 
defense budget, which may start next January unless Congress 
stops them. 

The SASC members say that though the sequestration 
cuts are due to start in six months, under current law, 
"significant questions exist regarding the implementation of 
these automatic budget cuts and how they will impact federal 
government operations, our economy, and the defense 
industrial base." The senators tell the defense contractors that 
"we must have a full understanding of the implications of 
budget sequestration on the defense industry in order to make 
fully informed decisions on defense programs and activities as 
we move forward in the fiscal year 2013 budget review." 

The 15 companies sent the letters are Lockheed Martin, 
Raytheon, L-3 Communications, Northrup Grumman, 
Huntington Ingalls Industries, Boeing, General Dynamics, 
Honeywell, CSC, SAIC, BAE Systems, ATK, ITT Exelis, 
EADS North America, and United Technologies. 

The $500 billion in politically unpopular sequestration 
cuts to planned defense spending could start next Jan. 2, per 
the Budget Control Act of 2011. Yet lawmakers from both 
parties have been trying to negotiate an alternate budget-
cutting plan to the sequestration cuts, which would total $1.2 
trillion over the next decade and also include non-defense 
spending. 

McCain is among the lawmakers who have pressed 
President Barack Obama's administration to describe to 

Congress how the defense share of the cuts would impact the 
Pentagon. The Senate adopted an amendment to the so-called 
farm bill last month from McCain and Sen. Patty Murray (D-
Wash.) requiring multiple levels of disclosure on the 
sequestration cuts, including a report from the Pentagon by 
Aug. 15 on their impact. 

Obama wants Congress to find an alternate budget-cutting 
plan to sequestration, and his administration has not yet 
released any contingency plan for how to deal with the cuts if 
they hit. 

The senators who joined McCain in sending the June 29 
letters to the defense firms are Sens. Joseph Lieberman (I/D-
Conn.), Jim Inhofe (R-Okla.), Saxby Chambliss (R-Ga.), Kelly 
Ayotte (R-N.H.), Lindsey Graham (R-S.C.), and John Cornyn 
(R-Texas). 

Saying the administration's "apparent unwillingness to 
conduct any meaningful analysis or planning for sequestration 
is alarming," they ask the 15 defense companies to answer five 
questions. They ask the firms about their contracts with the 
Pentagon and the impact of changing them, as well as if they 
have experienced a slowdown in new contract awards. 

The senators also ask the companies how the threat of 
sequestration cuts has impacted them and what their plans are 
for issuing layoff warnings. 

"We believe that the administration and Congress must 
readdress sequestration as a deficit reduction tool as soon as 
possible to avert the disastrous economic consequences of the 
automatic budget cuts due to take effect on January 2," the 
seven SASC members tell the 15 companies. 

While the sequestration cuts are designed to be across-
the-board, some aspects of the Pentagon budget are exempt. 
The Budget Control Act calls for the sequestration reductions 
to trim the same percentage from every applicable defense 
program, project, and activity. 
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30. Senators Ask Industry For Help Explaining Danger Of Defense Cuts 
(THE HILL 05 JUL 12) ... Jeremy Herb 

A group of Senate defense hawks are asking 15 of the 
biggest defense contractors to explain how $500 billion in 
defense cuts could impact them, the latest effort in a campaign 
to pry information from the White House and Pentagon about 
the automatic cuts. 

Of course, the defense industry has already joined its 
allies in Congress expressing extreme opposition to 
sequestration cuts taking effect in January and urging 
Congress to undo them. 

Industry leaders, such as Lockheed Martin CEO Bob 
Stevens, have warned of layoffs, and Stevens said last month 
that all 100,000-plus employees in his companies could 
receive layoff notices right before the election due to federal 
reporting requirements. 

The senators, led by Sen. John McCain (R-Ariz.), say in a 
letter sent to the contractors last week that the administration’s 
“apparent unwillingness to conduct any meaningful analysis or 
planning for sequestration is alarming.” 

“Recognizing that you, like the Congress, have received 
no guidance from the administration on implementation of 
sequestration,” the senators write, “we would appreciate your 
answers” on the cuts, roughly $500 billion across the board to 
both defense and non-defense discretionary spending over the 
next decade. 

Among the questions in the letter: 

 What’s the number and dollar value of contracts that 
could be terminated or restructured? 

 When do contractors expect to have to issue layoff 
notices under the Worker Adjustment and Retraining 
Notification (WARN) Act? 

 Has there been a slowdown in new contracts 
“attributable to the uncertainty of funding available” 
because of the threat of sequestration? 

 What’s the impact of sequestration on capital and 
research investments and recruiting? 
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Most Democrats and Republicans, as well as the Obama 
administration, want to stop the automatic cuts, which were 
included in last year’s Budget Control Act. However, the two 
parties have deep disagreements about how to find the 
alternative revenue to do so. 

Many don’t expect movement until after the November 
election, and the latest tactic from defense hawks has been to 
try to gather evidence about how bad sequestration would be. 

In the letter, signed by McCain and Sens. Joe Lieberman 
(I-Ct.), Jim Inhofe (R-Okla.), Kelly Ayotte (R-N.H.), Lindsey 
Graham (R-S.C.) and John Cornyn (R-Texas), the senators 
tout the amendment that passed the Senate requiring the 
administration to explain the impact of sequestration in three 
reports. 

That amendment, which passed on the Senate's farm bill, 
still must pass the House to become law. 

Stevens, who is leaving his Lockheed post at the end of 
the year, has also called on the administration to explain 
sequestration more clearly. At a media day Q&A last month 
where Stevens made the layoffs threat, he said the industry 
was in a “fog of uncertainty” because of sequestration. 

Defense Secretary Leon Panetta, who has been one of the 
loudest voices about the “devastating” impact sequestration 
would have, provided McCain and Graham a similar 
assessment on the impact of sequestration to the Pentagon 
back in November. 
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31. Congressional Earmark Ban Changes Business On Capitol Hill 
(DEFENSE NEWS 05 JUL 12) ... Kate Brannen 

While the U.S. congressional earmark ban has not 
eliminated earmarks, it has changed the way business is done 
on Capitol Hill, moving it into the shadows and making it 
difficult for watchdog groups and lobbyists to figure out 
what’s going on. 

“I don’t think people realize how much the earmark ban 
has changed the way things operate on Capitol Hill,” said 
Michael Herson, president of American Defense International, 
a Washington defense lobbying firm. 

It has increased the power of the committee chairs, made 
it more difficult for small- and medium-sized businesses to 
have their needs addressed, and changed the way research and 
development projects are decided, industry and congressional 
sources said. 

It could also be contributing to the political gridlock on 
Capitol Hill, as congressional leaders have fewer carrots to 
persuade members to vote for unpopular legislation. 

“Many members are not as interested in bills any more, 
because they don’t have as much at stake in them,” Herson 
said. 

Winslow Wheeler, a former Senate staffer who’s now at 
the Project on Government Oversight, said when he worked 
on Capitol Hill, the chairmen of the Senate Appropriations 
Committee made it very clear to members that they had to 
vote for certain bills, or projects in their districts would not get 
funded. 

While this method was effective, Wheeler does not 
advocate returning to that way of business. 

“Members who are well informed and run a serious 
committee don’t need to stoop to that level,” he said. 

Decline In Earmarks 
The amount being spent on earmarks has dropped 

precipitously, but the practice still exists, industry and 
congressional sources agreed. 

Citizens Against Government Waste, a watchdog group 
that tracks earmark spending, calculates that Congress 
included $2 billion in defense earmarks in the 2012 spending 
bills, compared with $10.3 billion in 2010. The group hails the 
overall decline, but warns that “transparency and 
accountability have regressed immeasurably.” 

For years, members of Congress were able to add money 
to appropriations bills to fund specific projects in their 

districts. The congressional add-ons were always offset by 
budget cuts elsewhere. 

In the late 1990s and early 2000s, abuse of the process 
reached its heyday, with leading politicians doling out 
hundreds of millions of dollars to pet projects back home. 

“After Sept. 11, it got totally out of hand as members 
exploited the sympathy for defense spending bills as a way to 
load up ever more pork,” Wheeler said. 

Widespread abuse of the system eventually led to a push 
to reform the way earmarks were distributed and, for a few 
brief years, a more transparent system was put in place. 

“By the time you got to 2010, you had a very formal 
process with transparency rules,” said Russell Rumbaugh, 
director of the Stimson Center’s Budgeting for Foreign Affairs 
and Defense program. He previously served as the defense 
analyst on the Senate Budget Committee. 

The reform included deadlines for industry to submit 
requests to committee members, a formal adjudication process 
and published lists of what earmarks had been approved. 

By making the system more transparent, congressional 
members also opened themselves up to more scrutiny from the 
press and watchdog groups, Herson said. 

When Republicans won control of the House and took 
office in January 2011, they decided to ban earmarks, which in 
turn did away with the formal channels for processing 
members’ requests. 

Now, rather than earmarks, the defense bills include 
generic program increases, with varying degrees of guidance 
on how to spend the new money. 

For example, this spring, House appropriators provided 
more directive language than their counterparts on the House 
Armed Services Committee about how to spend money added 
to DoD operations and maintenance accounts, Wheeler said. 
Including this report language brings more accountability to 
the process, he said. 

Lawmakers also are relying on back channels, such as 
phone calls and undisclosed letters, to tell the DoD how to 
spend the money being added, a congressional source said. 

“That’s the kind of stuff that they don’t share, and that we 
don’t see,” Wheeler said. 

In the past, everyone had the opportunity to add money 
for small projects in their districts. Deciding what an earmark 
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is versus a legitimate congressional add-on is now left to the 
committee chair and his or her staff, Herson said. 

With traditional earmarks gone, money is freed up for 
leading committee members to make bigger funding shifts, a 
congressional source said. 

The new informal system has also made it far more 
difficult for small- to medium-sized companies to have their 
needs addressed, while big defense contractors are still able to 
secure extra funding for the bigger programs, both 
congressional and industry sources said. 

“The whole system hurts as a result, because these days, a 
lot of the ingenuity is coming out of the smaller companies,” 
Herson said. 

A congressional source agreed, saying, “It’s the little 
companies that used to get small earmarks that are out of luck 
in this environment.” 

Instead of asking for funding, some smaller businesses are 
asking for legislation or report language to move the Pentagon 
or the military services in the direction they want, the 
congressional source said. 

Research And Development 
One funding area that is clearly undergoing change as a 

result of the earmark ban is the Pentagon’s Research, 
Development, Test and Evaluation, or RDT&E, account. 

Todd Harrison, a senior fellow for defense budget studies 
at the Center for Strategic and Budgetary Assessments, has 
been tracking congressional funding add-ons and said 
historically, they have gone to the RDT&E account. From 
2001 to 2010, the average percentage increase in RDT&E 

funding from congressional add-ons was 4.5 percent, 
according to his analysis. 

However, in 2011, when the earmark ban was 
implemented, RDT&E did not receive a plus-up. Instead, it 
was cut by 2 percent, he said. 

A congressional source confirmed that the earmark ban is 
a factor in the decline in RDT&E funding. 

Rumbaugh said RDT&E has historically been susceptible 
to earmarks because it’s the kind of money that doesn’t have 
to be tied to a specific program. 

It is difficult to judge where to invest science and 
technology dollars, he said. 

“To some extent, the Defense Department was willing to 
farm out some of that adjudication to the congressional 
earmark process,” Rumbaugh said. “One of the big questions 
to come out of the earmark ban is if you’re no longer deferring 
these decisions to the earmark process, how is the DoD 
science and technology community going to allocate funding? 
I don’t think that’s sorted out yet.” 

Earmarks used to be an easy way to track congressional 
influence, though they represented a very small fraction of the 
defense budget, Rumbaugh said. 

“The focus on earmarks took the focus away from more 
interesting questions about the relationship between the 
Pentagon, Congress and industry, which happens at the 
billion-dollar contract level and is a much more complicated 
picture,” he said. ”With earmarks gone, does that influence 
creep into the bigger decisions? That’s going to be interesting 
to see.” 
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BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
32. Ships Departing Boston After Navy Week Festivities 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 06 JUL 12) 

BOSTON—Ships that sailed into Boston for Navy Week 
and Fourth of July festivities are leaving the city and returning 
home. 

The Indonesian tall ship Dewaruci will be the last ship to 
leave when it unties mooring lines from the Fish Pier at noon 
on Friday. 

In total, 20 ships from the United States and abroad 
traveled to Boston for Navy Week, a ceremony that coincides 

with the 200th anniversary of the War of 1812 and the Star-
Spangled Banner. 

The event featured ship visits, a U.S. Navy simulator and 
a Blue Angels air show. 

Ships and Sailors from nine countries participated in the 
weeklong event. 

The USS Wasp, an amphibious assault ship, was the 
largest ship in attendance with a length of almost three 
football fields and weight of over 40,000 tons. 
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33. Marines, Sailors Lift Spirits At Boston Boys And Girls Club 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 05 JUL 12) ... Cpl. Marco Mancha, Navy Public Affairs Support Element, Norfolk 

BOSTON -- Children at the Yawkey Boys and Girls Club 
were treated to a surprise visit from Sailors and Marines 
attached to amphibious assault ship USS Wasp (LHD 1), July 
3. 

The visit was part of a community outreach project that 
allowed Sailors and Marines to interact with local children by 
competing with them in various outdoor activities and games. 

"We were sitting on the benches, and one of the kids 
came right up to me and hugged me," said Operations 
Specialist Seaman Colleen Fitzgerald. "I didn't really know 
how to react at first, but it was pretty cool. They made us feel 
at home." 

During the visit, volunteers took time to answer all 
questions except for one; how did the children win a game of 
basketball against the service members? 

"We came out here to have a good time and give back to 
the community, and that's what we did," said Sgt. Jeremiah 
Phillips, 3rd Battalion, 10th Marine Regiment, 2nd Marine 
Division. "They also asked us a lot of questions and it was 
pretty cool to be able to tell them I shoot cannons for a living, 
and not a basketball." 

Both the Yawkey Boys and Girls Club staff, like local 
summer camp counselor Jonathan Anderson, and the service 
members agreed the event was a success. 
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"Words could not explain how thankful we are to have 
these service members here," said Anderson, one of the club's 
camp counselors. 

"We weren't trying to see the Fourth of July as just a day 
off. We were actually trying to support our troops, and they 
actually came out and supported us." 

A celebration of the nation's sea services, Boston Navy 
Week provides an opportunity for the citizens of Boston and 
New England to meet Sailors, Marines and Coast Guardsmen, 
as well as see the latest capabilities of today's maritime 
services firsthand. 

Boston Navy Week is one of many signature events 
around the country commemorating the Bicentennial of the 

War of 1812 and "The Star-Spangled Banner." The 
commemoration of the 200th anniversary of the War of 1812 
is a salute to all Sailors and Marines who fought gallantly in 
that conflict, who served in all our nation's conflicts since 
then, and who continue defending freedom around the world 
today. 

Since winning independence in 1776, the United States 
has been a maritime nation, relying on unobstructed access 
and free use of the world's oceans, which are essential to our 
national security and prosperity. The performance of 
America's Sailors and Marines in the War of 1812 set the 
standards upon which our naval forces continue to build today. 
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34. Navy Medicine Support Command To Reorganize 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 05 JUL 12) ... Navy Medicine Support Command Public Affairs 

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. -- The Bureau of Medicine and 
Surgery's (BUMED) sole point of accountability for Navy 
Medicine education, training, public health, and human-
resource management for Sailors and Marines around the 
world will be reorganized July 15 in response to a BUMED 
initiative to streamline operations. 

Navy Medicine Support Command (NMSC), 
commissioned Nov. 1, 2005, is scheduled to be renamed as the 
Navy Medicine Education and Training Command (NMETC) 
July 11 during a change of command ceremony aboard Naval 
Air Station Jacksonville, Fla. The former NMSC's 
responsibilities will also re-scope as NMETC, focusing solely 
on the BUMED education and training mission. 

Personnel initially employed at NMSC will become part 
of the NMETC staff, and individuals whose positions realign 
to BUMED Headquarters will remain in Jacksonville, Fla., as 
part of BUMED Detachment Jacksonville, another entity 
created through this administrative realignment. 

Functions necessary to the overall BUMED mission, 
however, will remain unaffected by the process, something 
NMSC Commander, Rear Adm. Eleanor Valentin, said is 
imperative to Navy Medicine's more than 1 million eligible 
beneficiaries. 

"This realignment simplifies the BUMED organization 
structure and chain of command, and helps create a more 
effective command and control," she said. "The new structure 
provides senior-level representation to help ensure Navy 
equities are maintained in military health care's increasingly 
joint environment. This will also help Navy Medicine better 
align operational and strategic activities." 

Valentin also said NMSC, an Echelon-3 command 
designed to provide administrative support to subordinate 
commands around the world, will not disestablish, adding that 
the realignment stems from U.S. Navy Surgeon General Vice 
Adm. Matthew L. Nathan's vision of streamlining Navy 
Medicine into a more effective, efficient and responsive 
organization that improves accountability, and command and 
control. 

Nearly 150 service members, and Department of Defense 
(DoD) and contract employees work at the NMSC 
headquarters as NMSC staff members and members of several 
Navy Medicine-wide program offices as part of a designated 
region under the BUMED hierarchy. Along with Navy 
Medicine East, Navy Medicine West and Navy Medicine 
National Capital Area, NMSC has served over the past almost 
seven years as a regional-level command, directly reporting to 
BUMED on matters ranging from research and development 
to training to medical supply systems. Valentin said that aside 
from Unit Identification Code changes, reporting senior 
signatures for administrative purposes and other clerical shifts, 
NMSC personnel should remain largely unaffected. 

"Navy Medicine values it employees and is committed to 
making the reorganization process transparent and seamless," 
she said. "I believe this realignment of key support functions 
and commands will improve efficiency and effectiveness." 

NMSC's current education and training, public health and 
Navy Medicine-wide program responsibilities will shift to 
either NMETC or BUMED. The NMETC Detachment 
Jacksonville will provide administrative, facility and other 
support services to personnel assigned to a BUMED 
Detachment Jacksonville. 

Although transparent to other organizations, Valentin said 
this realignment maintains a positive endpoint for Navy 
Medicine beneficiaries, stressing that training, support to 
operational platforms on and under the sea, in the air and 
forward deployed U.S. Navy medical professionals will still 
receive the unparalleled support NMSC has historically 
provided. 

NMSC, through July 15, will maintain oversight of the 
Navy and Marine Corps Public Health Center, the Navy 
Medicine Professional Development Center, and Navy 
Medicine Operational Training Center, and provide support 
services to Naval Medical Logistics Command, the Naval 
Medical Research Center and the Navy Medicine Information 
Systems Support Activity, all Echelon-4 commands. 
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35. Sources Say Japan Asks U.S. To Arrange Osprey Ride For Defense Minister 
(KYODO NEWS 05 JUL 12) 

TOKYO -- Japan has asked the United States to arrange a 
trial ride for Defense Minister Satoshi Morimoto aboard the 

MV-22 Osprey transport aircraft during his possible U.S. visit 
in late July amid growing opposition to the planned 
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deployment of the aircraft in Okinawa Prefecture, government 
sources said Thursday. 

The government expects the ride to help ease public 
concerns about the safety of the tilt-motor Osprey in the wake 
of recent crashes in Morocco and the United States, the 
sources said. 

As Morimoto may hold talks with U.S. Defense Secretary 
Leon Panetta in Washington, the government hopes an Osprey 
will be flown to a location nearby for the trial ride from either 
of the U.S. Marine Corps' two bases in North Carolina and 
California where the vertical takeoff and landing planes are 
now deployed. 

During the meeting, Morimoto is expected to ask Panetta 
to provide explanations to win local understanding about the 
safety of the aircraft in Okinawa and Iwakuni, Yamaguchi 
Prefecture, where the U.S. plans to conduct test flights of 
Ospreys before deploying them at the Futenma air base in the 
city of Ginowan in Okinawa. 

If the test ride fails to be arranged during Morimoto's U.S. 
visit, the government will seek to realize it during a test flight 
at the U.S. Iwakuni air base, the sources said. 

Meanwhile, opposition party leaders on Thursday 
criticized the government's move to accept the U.S. 
deployment plan. 

Sadakazu Tanigaki, head of the Liberal Democratic Party, 
said in a lecture meeting in Nagoya that any serious accident 
involving an Osprey would "throw the Japan-U.S. security 
system out of control." Japanese Communist Party leader 
Kazuo Shii told reporters the entire island of Okinawa stands 
against the deployment. 

Ginowan Mayor Atsushi Sakima is due to meet with 
Morimoto at the Defense Ministry on Friday to underline the 
city's opposition to the U.S. plan to deploy 24 Ospreys at the 
Futenma base. 
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NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
36. Pentagon Digs In On Cyberwar Front 
Elite School Run by Air Force Trains Officers to Hunt Down Hackers and Launch Electronic Attacks 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 06 JUL 12) ... Julian E. Barnes 

The U.S. military is accelerating its cyberwarfare training 
programs in an aggressive expansion of its preparations for 
conflict on an emerging battlefield. 

The renewed emphasis on building up cyberwarfare 
capabilities comes even as other defense programs have been 
trimmed. Along with unmanned aircraft and special 
operations, cyberwarfare is among the newer, more high-tech 
and often more secretive capabilities favored by the 
Pentagon's current leadership. 

In June, the U.S. Air Force's elite Weapons School—the 
Air Force version of the Navy's famed "Top Gun" program—
graduated its first class of six airmen trained to fight in 
cyberspace. The new course, at Nellis Air Force Base in 
Nevada, trains airmen working at computer terminals how to 
hunt down electronic intruders, defend networks and launch 
cyberattacks. 

"While cyber may not look or smell exactly like a fighter 
aircraft or a bomber aircraft, the relevancy in any potential 
conflict in 2012 is the same," said Air Force Col. Robert 
Garland, commandant of the Weapons School. "We have to be 
able to succeed against an enemy that wants to attack us in any 
way." 

The training effort comes amid a push by the Obama 
administration to rapidly deploy offensive and defensive 
techniques across the government, including at the Central 
Intelligence Agency, other intelligence agencies and the 
Department of Homeland Security. 

Cyberwarfare techniques have been deployed in an 
apparent U.S. and Israeli campaign to undermine Iran's 
nuclear program, elements of which were reported last month 
by the New York Times. The U.S. also contemplated using 
cyberweapons to incapacitate Libyan air defenses in 2011, 
before the start of U.S. airstrikes. 

The military's cyber buildup began in 2008, leading to 
creation of a formal "U.S. Cyber Command." The command 
marshals computer-warfare capabilities from across the 

military and integrates them with expertise at the National 
Security Agency. Some of the defenses could someday be 
extended to the private sector. 

Overall the Air Force spends about $4 billion a year on its 
cyber programs, though the training initiatives are a fraction of 
that cost. 

Other military services also are taking steps to strengthen 
cyberwarfare capabilities and training. The Navy is revamping 
courses for 24,000 people trained each year at the Center for 
Information Dominance each year. 

"It is that full span, from peace time to war and 
everything in between," said Capt. Susan Cerovsky, 
commander of the Center for Information Dominance. 

James Cartwright, a retired Marine general and former 
vice chairman of the U.S. Joint Chiefs of Staff, argues the new 
emphasis on cyber training is critical. But he said the military 
should do a better job publicizing that it is working to hone all 
of its cyber capabilities—both defensive and offensive. 

"For cyber deterrence to work, you have to believe a few 
things: One, that we have the intent; two, that we have the 
capability; and three, that we practice—and people know that 
we practice," Gen. Cartwright said. 

The full range of U.S. cyberweapons is a closely guarded 
secret. U.S. officials have said the military is developing 
weapons aimed at cutting off power to precise, limited 
locations. 

"Our curriculum is based on attack, exploit and defense of 
the cyber domain," said Lt. Col. Bob Reeves, who oversees 
the cyber course as commander of the 328th Weapons 
Squadron. 

The U.S. also has acknowledged it has cyberweapons that 
could help suppress enemy air and sea defenses. Israel used 
cyber techniques to hide its aircraft in a 2007 attack on a 
Syrian nuclear facility, according to current and former 
officials. 
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Such methods are taught at Weapons School, officials 
acknowledge. The course focuses on combining cyber power 
with more traditional combat, said Lt. Col. Reeves. That 
includes "affecting an adversary's computer system in a way 
that allows us to fly in an airstrike more effectively, with less 
resistance," he said. 

Lt. Col. Steven Lindquist, one of the inaugural students, 
said the course asks officers to study how an attacker could 
launch a cyberattack against an Air Force command center or 
an individual airplane, and to construct defenses. An Air Force 
"aggressor" team at Nellis then tests the defenses. 

"The Air Force aggressor acts as a hacker coming against 
us and we see how our defensive plan measured up," said Lt. 
Col. Lindquist. 

The Air Force Weapons School provides advanced 
training for a handful of elite officers each year in traditional 
skills, like teaching aerial combat, reconnaissance and 
bombing, and also for the growing ranks of drone pilots. 
Adding the cyberwarfare course to the most elite school, 
officials say, is important to changing the mind-set of the 
military, where many still regard radios, telephones and 
computers as communications tools—not targets and weapons. 

"We know this is a contested domain," said Lt. Col. 
Timothy Franz, staff director for the Air Force Office of 
Cyberspace Operations. "There are people out there trying to 
get into your telephones and networks for military purposes, 
and we recognize that having similar capabilities is imperative 
for the future fight." 
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37. Marine Corps To Launch New Holistic Fitness Program 
(JACKSONVILLE (NC) DAILY NEWS 05 JUL 12 AMANDA WILCOX) 

The Marine Corps is implementing a new holistic fitness 
program designed to help warriors focus on whole body 
fitness. 

The program, called the Marine Corps Fitness 
Improvement Tool (MCFIT) was spearheaded by Assistant 
Commandant of the Marine Corps Gen. Joseph Dunford. It is 
designed to help Marines recover from the stresses of combat 
in a healthy, holistic fashion. 

“From the command side this program will be extremely 
helpful in assessing overall unit fitness,” said Navy Lt. 
Lindsey Stoil, a medical planner with Combat Logistics 
Regiment 27, 2nd Marine Logistics Group. “Things might 
look good on the outside, but there might be an underlying 
problem across the unit.” 

The program includes two phases, the first of which is a 
paper-based survey designed to assess a Marine’s health, and 
the second is a web-based assessment. Phase 2 is still under 
development and is scheduled to launch at the end of this year. 
Participation in the program is completely anonymous. 

The goal of the program is to analyze a Marine’s total 
fitness, to include mind, body, spirit and social fitness. Ideally, 
Marines should aim for fitness in all four aspects, according to 
the MCFIT Commander’s Guide. 

“The Marines in particular are trained to 
compartmentalize their emotions, which is completely 
necessary when they’re in a place of combat ... but when they 
come home they need to adjust back to their normal life,” said 
Rachel Saboski, a psychiatrist at Naval Hospital Camp 
Lejeune. 

The director of Mental Health at NHCL, psychiatrist 
Cmdr. Sawson Ghurani, said the program will help show 
Marines ways to feel better about themselves and about their 
health. 

“By focusing on a healthy way of life, the Marines will be 
able to re-adjust better (after combat),” she said. 

After Marines fill out Phase 1 of the assessment, 
responses will be collected by the commander who will use 
the data to categorize and color-code the fitness levels of each 
Marine and the unit overall. The color codes are green, yellow, 
orange and red with green representing the highest levels of 
total body fitness and red indicating a need for immediate 
help. MCFIT is designed solely to test a Marine’s mental, 
spiritual, physical and social healthnot to assess a 
commander’s leadership or performance. 

“This survey will be another tool for a commander to see 
how well their unit is doing and if they need to address issues 
which might affect a large percentage of the unit,” Stoil said. 
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38. USS Iowa: ‘She's A Grand Old Lady' 
(TORRANCE (CA) DAILY BREEZE 05 JUL 12) ... Donna Littlejohn 

To the tune of "Anchors Aweigh," dozens of veterans 
representing 50 years of service were called forward 
Wednesday to line the rail of their old ship, the USS Iowa. 

It was an emotional climax to the ship's commissioning 
ceremony at the Port of Los Angeles in San Pedro. 

Charlotte Barrera waved from onshore to her husband of 
60 years, Alfred, who served on board the battleship in the 
1940s. Spotting her from afar, he waved back. 

"He's very happy," she said of her husband's reaction to 
seeing his old ship once again. 

A contingent of dignitaries was on hand for the noon 
event, including Iowa Gov. Terry Branstad; U.S. Sen. Tom 
Harkin, D-Iowa; U.S. Rep. Janice Hahn, D-San Pedro; Los 
Angeles Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa; Councilman Joe 
Buscaino; and Julianna Roosevelt, the great-granddaughter of 

former President Franklin Delano Roosevelt, who was 
probably the ship's most famous passenger during World War 
II. 

But most of all, the day - and the celebration marking the 
ship's new life as an interactive museum - belonged to the 
veterans. 

Hundreds of the ship's former crew members were in 
town for this week's USS Iowa Veterans Association reunion. 

"It was our home. We grew up" on the ship, said David 
Burt of Norman, Okla., who served on the Iowa from 1985-87. 

"She's a grand old lady, they're never going to make these 
girls again," said Joseph Brown of Jacksonville, N.C. 

Brown, who served on the ship from 1987-91 and was 
part of its final decommissioning crew in October 1990, said 
seeing the ship again was an emotional reunion. 
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"This is an important occasion for us, getting to go back 
on her, bringing her back to life," he said with a catch in his 
throat. 

Brown and his buddies this week helped decorate the ship 
with red, white and blue bunting in preparation for the 
commissioning ceremony and for Saturday's grand opening to 
the public. 

It still needs work, he said. 
"We took care of those decks and it kind of hurts to see 

what shape they're in," he said. 
While the ship opens to the public this weekend, it will 

remain a work in progress as fundraising and refurbishment 
efforts continue. Over time and in phases, more areas of the 
vessel will be opened up for tours. 

Speakers at the 40-minute ceremony hailed the ship's 
storied history as well as its future in making sure new 
generations learn about the bygone era of America's battleship 
fleet. 

"This is a momentous achievement," said Villaraigosa, 
who served as master of ceremonies. 

Speaking from the podium on board the ship - hundreds 
of audience members and veterans were seated on the pier at 
Berth 87 below - Hahn said it was the perfect way to celebrate 
the Fourth of July holiday. 

"This is so much fun to be standing on the deck of 
American history" to celebrate the nation's birthday, said 
Hahn, one of the early supporters of the project while she was 
still the area's councilwoman. 

"I don't think I've ever celebrated July Fourth on a 
battleship before," she said in an interview after arriving for 
the ceremony. 

There were several false starts over the years as the Navy 
sought to place the nation's last remaining battleship in one of 
the nation's ports as a museum. 

In the end, the Pacific Battleship Center headed by Robert 
Kent managed to do what the others couldn't accomplish. In 
fairly short order, the nonprofit managed to piece together a 
proposal to berth the ship in the Port of Los Angeles. Harkin 
said he's returning in a month to take his grandson on a tour. 
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39. Another Leak On USS Texas 
(HOUSTON CHRONICLE 05 JUL 12) ... Allan Turner 

Workers aboard the USS Texas, weary after fighting leaks 
on the century-old warship for nearly a month, turned off their 
pumps Wednesday and dreamed of the delights of a restful 
Fourth of July. Thursday morning they were back on the job 
after Tank C-84-V sprang a leak. 

Hydraulic pumps hummed throughout the day as the 
warship's salvage and dive team scrutinized the so-called 
"blister" tank on the outer hull in hope of finding the latest 
leak or leaks. "Long story short: no respite," ship manager 
Andy Smith opined in an email. 

Earlier in the week, continuing leaks prompted the Texas 
Parks and Wildlife Department to cancel plans to open the 
vessel to July Fourth visitors. On Thursday, Smith said plans 
now call for opening the ship on Saturday. 

As of Thursday, the ship's 1.5-degree list to port had been 
reduced to 0.5 degree. 

The Texas' latest round of misery began Tuesday after 
crews, having just finished repairing leaks in a tank at the 
ship's rear, discovered the compartment had sprung two 
additional leaks. 

They applied plywood-and-epoxy patches to the holes, 
then re-enforced them with concrete pumped through an 
aperture cut in the deck. For good measure, they slapped 
epoxy on 22 other spots on the hull that looked suspicious. 

Plug Pulled On Plans 
On Wednesday, flushed with success - and the ship's 

sweltering temperatures - workers shut off their pumps and 

made plans to return next week to fix concrete pylons that 
stabilize the ship. 

They prepared to dismantle their equipment, leaving two 
pumps behind for emergency use. 

Their plans came to naught Wednesday night when water 
gushed into C-84-V, one of the blister tanks on the ship's outer 
edge. 

So far, Texas Parks and Wildlife has spent more than 
$300,000 on repairs since the first leaks were detected June 9. 

Cost Escalating 
An examination of the hull revealed that its approximately 

half-inch-thick steel plate was crusted with marine creatures 
and badly corroded. 

Plans initially called for repairing and dry berthing the 
vessel at its current location, the San Jacinto Battleground 
State Historic Site. Voters approved a $25 million bond issue 
for the project in 2007; the Battleship Texas Foundation 
pledged an additional $4 million. Recent estimates, however, 
place the endeavor's cost as high as $75 million. 

TPWD executive director Carter Smith said his agency 
and other stakeholders in the dreadnought-class warship are 
working to prioritize desperately needed repairs to the hull and 
rusted internal support structures. 

The Texas participated in both world wars before being 
given to the state in 1948 as the nation's first memorial 
battleship. 
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OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
40. Will Iran Crack? 
Sanctions may help, but economic pain can't be the sole pressure point. 
(LOS ANGELES TIMES 06 JUL 12) ... Meghan L. O'Sullivan 

The latest Iran sanctions came into full effect this week, 
adding to a byzantine array of unilateral and multilateral 

measures that prohibit Iranian oil imports, other trade and 
financial transactions, and freeze Iranian assets by countries 
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concerned that Tehran's nuclear program is intended for 
military purposes, not civilian ones. 

The international community is now on watch for cracks 
in Iran's defiant stance: Will increased sanctions compel 
Tehran to make real concessions and allow for a diplomatic 
solution to the standoff? This characterization is too simplistic, 
however, and the record suggests there may be some reasons 
to be optimistic that current sanctions on Iran will deliver. 

Sanctions generally get a bad rap, with many declaring 
that they don't work. First, sanctions against Iran are today just 
one tool in a larger strategy. In other cases -- in South Africa, 
Serbia and Libya, for example -- where sanctions have 
worked, they were not stand-alone instruments. In past 
decades, sanctions against Iran have constituted the entirety of 
the U.S.-led strategy against Tehran's nuclear ambitions. 
Today, in contrast, the U.S. approach involves not only 
sanctions but also diplomatic talks, and at least some threat of 
military force. 

Perhaps more important, sanctions against Iran have 
already had a real economic impact. Some reports assess that 
Iranian oil imports have dropped by as much as 1 million 
barrels a day since the end of 2011. This puts pressure on 
Iran's budget, nearly 70% of which is funded by oil revenue. 
Moreover, the value of the Iranian rial has dropped 
dramatically since September 2011 on account of Iran's 
growing isolation from the international banking system and 
the need to resort to barter arrangements. As a result, inflation 
is on the rise. 

But the real test of sanctions is not whether they are part 
of a nicely crafted strategy, or whether they create economic 
hardship, but whether they induce a change in the behavior of 
Tehran's leaders. Anticipating whether the pain from sanctions 
is sufficient to force this shift is always difficult, and even 
more so in a country like Iran where decision-making is 
opaque. After all, leaders from every country will insist they 
are impervious to the pressure -- right up until the moment 
they make the sought-after concession. 

The latest round of talks in Moscow between Tehran and 
the five permanent members of the U.N. Security Council, 
plus Germany, provide us with some clues, and the news isn't 
good. Given the economic pain Tehran was already feeling, 
and the then-looming threat of increased sanctions, one might 
have expected Iran to respond positively. Unlike the U.N. or 
the International Atomic Energy Agency's board of governors, 
those negotiating in Moscow did not demand a complete 
cessation of enrichment but allowed for a continued low level 
of this activity. 

But the Iranians didn't seize the opportunity. Instead, they 
demanded recognition of their right to enrich. This tough 

stance hardly indicates they perceived themselves to be under 
the sword of Damocles. Instead, it suggests that Tehran had 
decided to weather any and all economic pressure, seeing it as 
an unwelcome but possibly necessary cost of pursuing its 
nuclear ambitions. 

The transmission belt between economic pain and 
political change is, of course, dynamic. As policymakers and 
market watchers evaluate the new sanctions, the economic 
barometer may not be the best predictor of whether Iran's 
leaders are going to make a strategic shift. Here's what else to 
focus on: 

Whether the negotiation track remains alive. Absent 
negotiations, intensified sanctions are likely to reinforce 
Tehran's perception that the West is only interested in regime 
change, which could prompt an acceleration of the nuclear 
program rather than an abandonment of it. 

Whether the threat of military force becomes more 
credible. Thus far, Tehran probably dismisses both the damage 
that Israeli military strikes could achieve on their own and the 
likelihood the United States would use military force. If the 
latter were perceived to be a real possibility, Tehran might 
change its calculations. 

Internal developments inside Iran. Sanctions are 
envisioned as driving the Iranian regime to the negotiating 
table, but they could "succeed" by working in another manner. 
Although there is little indication this scenario is on the 
horizon, sanctions-induced economic problems could combine 
with indigenous political tensions to challenge the survival of 
the regime. 

Global oil markets. Iranian leaders are no doubt hoping 
that new sanctions will drive up oil prices, allowing Iran to 
maintain revenue through higher prices even though it sells 
less oil. But should a breakup of the Eurozone, or slower 
Chinese growth, or even an increase in the amount of oil 
OPEC produces, dampen oil prices, the magnitude of 
economic hardship Iran experiences could far exceed that 
which Tehran is anticipating. 

It is perhaps inevitable that as negotiations faltered last 
month, focus returned to sanctions and the new July 1 
strictures. But a closer look at how sanctions work, and how 
the Iranians have reacted to economic pressure thus far, 
suggests caution, and should be a prompt to the international 
community to intensify its efforts to combine existing 
economic duress with other forms of pressure, if it hopes to 
see a shift in Tehran's behavior. 

Meghan L. O'Sullivan is an international affairs professor 
at Harvard University's Kennedy School, a former deputy 
national security advisor and a fellow at the Council on 
Foreign Relations. 
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41. U.S. Military Meddling 
(CHINA DAILY 06 JUL 12) ... Editorial 

As ready proof of its strategic pivot to the Asia-Pacific, 
the United States is leading two military exercises in the 
region right now. While the largest-ever Rim of the Pacific 
naval exercises involving the U.S. and 21 Asia-Pacific 
countries are in full swing in Hawaii, the U.S. and the 
Philippines are also conducting naval exercises in the 
Mindanao Sea. 

Last month the U.S. staged a drill with the Republic of 
Korea in waters off the west coast of the Korean Peninsula. 
This came hard on the heels of a drill with the ROK and Japan 
in the Yellow Sea. 

Amid lingering tensions in Northeast Asia, people cannot 
help but ask what is the real intention behind such brazen 
showboating of military muscle in the region. By staging 
bilateral, trilateral and multilateral military drills with allies 
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and partners in the region, it seems the U.S. has a multiple 
agenda. 

The displays of force help drive home the message that 
for all its current woes the U.S. remains the supreme military 
power. It helps mitigate the concerns that the U.S. global 
influence is waning after fighting two wars in Iraq and 
Afghanistan. And by building up a high-profile military 
presence in the AsiaPacific, the U.S. also intends to deter its 
potential opponents and imaginary enemies. 

Last but not least, it is widely perceived that the U.S. 
strategic maneuvers in the Asia-Pacific cater to its desire to 
counter the rise of a few regional powers, China included. As 
U.S. combat operations in Iraq have been brought to end and it 
is pulling troops out of Afghanistan, the U.S. is counting on 

such a strategic shift to keep the vital region within the range 
of its gunpowder. 

As one of the world’s most economically dynamic 
regions, the Asia-Pacific area is a land of opportunities. And 
the region is willing to share those opportunities with the rest 
of the world, including the U.S. 

While benefiting from these economic dividends, the U.S. 
should behave responsibly and contribute to the region’s peace 
and stability. 

However, with the U.S. displaying its war machines and 
firing its missiles in the region with increasing frequency, it is 
impossible to believe that Washington means to play a 
positive and constructive role in the Asia-Pacific. 
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42. We Needed The Veterans—Now They Need Us 
Only a public-private partnership can meet the mental-health challenges of soldiers and their families. 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 06 JUL 12) ... Michael O'Hanlon, Jack Keane and Robert M. Morgenthau 

The Department of Veterans Affairs has spared no effort 
to care for our soldiers wounded in Iraq and Afghanistan. Yet 
the number of affected individuals is too great—and their 
mental-health challenges in particular too demanding—to 
leave the VA on its own in this mission. 

Instead, a major new private-public partnership is 
necessary. The federal government should be willing to 
reimburse private practitioners who take care of veterans or 
their families, expedite paperwork procedures to make this 
feasible, and involve the academic and other national networks 
that are already serving veterans. 

Today, too many returning soldiers with mental-health 
problems do not get timely help. There is a backlog at the VA 
of nearly one million cases simply for processing claims for 
disability benefits. Patients who apply for help often must wait 
weeks or even months until their first treatment visit. And 
family members of veterans who also need help cannot 
routinely get it through the VA system. 

Some two million Americans have served in Iraq and 
Afghanistan. Many have reported mental-health problems 
already; many more will do so in the years ahead. As of early 
June, according to the Pentagon, since the beginning of 2012 
suicides in the U.S. armed forces have exceeded the number of 
combat fatalities in Afghanistan. These tragic endings to the 
lives of American patriots can often be traced back to 
inadequately addressed mental-health challenges such as post-
traumatic stress disorder (PTSD) and traumatic brain injury. 
Recent veterans are coming to the VA at a time when the 
Vietnam-era caseload remains extensive. 

There is still time to save thousands of those who might 
take their own lives, as well as tens of thousands of those who, 
without adequate treatment, might be afflicted by fear, anger, 
dysfunctional mood swings, and the inability to hold jobs or 
sustain relationships. Many fine groups, such as Welcome 
Back Veterans and Wounded Warrior associations, are 
working hard to help. But a larger fraction of the country 
needs to get involved. 

Just before 9/11, the Department of Veterans Affairs 
budget was $47 billion. It is now $125 billion. The vast 
majority of VA resources have been well spent, and the 
government has been trying to hire enough psychologists, 
psychiatrists and claims processors to address the patient 

backlog. But many of the best providers have established 
practices and may prefer to deal with a broader set of mental-
health conditions than are commonly represented among the 
nation's military veterans. Others simply do not want to work 
for the government. 

This deprives Veterans Affairs of great expertise that lies 
in the nation's research hospitals and universities, where major 
strides are being made in mental-health care. We need to tap 
this expertise to care for as many veterans as they have the 
time and inclination to help. We also need a way to care for 
family members whose mental problems—such as depression 
and even PTSD caused by the repeated deployment of a loved 
one—often become just as severe as those of the veterans, 
back from war, who are not quite the same people they once 
were. 

Taking this approach would dramatically expand our 
treatment capacity overnight. The capabilities exist, the people 
are trained, and many are enthusiastic about giving back a 
little to those who have done so much for all of us. 

Dr. John Greden, director of the University of Michigan 
Depression Center and chairman of the National Network of 
Depression Centers, heads a private-public team of academic, 
VA and National Guard partners that have aided returning 
veterans and their family members for five years. "The 
Veterans Affairs Mental Health system is indispensable," he 
says. "But so is greater involvement of the rest of the vast 
American health system." 

There are several working models of cooperation between 
the Department of Veterans Affairs and public teaching 
institutions and hospitals. One example is the collaboration 
between New York University Langone Medical Center and 
the Veterans Affairs New York Harbor Healthcare System. 
Another is the collaboration between Mt. Sinai and the Bronx 
VA hospital. Both programs provide treatment for veterans' 
families. 

Our armed forces and their families have made great 
sacrifices on behalf of the nation. Many of them need more of 
our help. They have given so much and deserve no less. 

Mr. O'Hanlon is director of research and a senior fellow at 
the Brookings Institution. Gen. Keane (U.S. Army, Ret.) is a 
former vice chief of staff of the Army. Mr. Morgenthau, of 
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counsel to Wachtell, Lipton, Rosen & Katz, served on U.S. Navy destroyers in World War II. 
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43. Rockford Will Honor Hometown Hero Saturday 
(MASON CITY (IA) GLOBE GAZETTE 06 JUL 12) ... Editorial 

Navy SEAL Jon Tumilson died doing what he loved — 
serving his country. Saturday in Rockford, heaping helpings of 
that love will be repaid as Tumilson is honored at a special 
event in his hometown. 

Tumilson was a special warfare operator petty officer 1st 
class and was one of 30 American troops killed in Afghanistan 
on Aug. 6, 2011, when their helicopter was shot down en route 
to a combat mission. 

His death stunned and saddened North Iowa, the state and 
nation, and led to a massive outpouring of respect and honors 
at his funeral. 

The honors haven’t stopped. For example, he was 
honored as one of the American Red Cross’s “Heroes of the 
Heartland,” a recognition reserved for those who have shown 
courage, kindness and unselfish character by their acts of 
heroism. 

Still, his mother Kathy said at the time, he “never really 
thought he was a hero.” 

“These guys do it just because it needs to be done,” she 
said. “It’s just soldiers doing their job.” 

Recognition hasn’t always been in the form of such 
formal awards. His mother says people have just stopped by to 
offer condolences. 

“We’re lucky to live in small-town Iowa,” she said. 
No better proof of that will come Saturday when his 

hometown and, we suspect, thousands of visitors will 
celebrate his life, his courage, his honor and, yes, his heroism. 

Events will be many and varied, and some will speak to 
his attitude about life and his career. 

There is the Go Crush It 5K Challenge Run/Walk at 8 
a.m. “Go crush it” reflects his attitude of crushing excuses and 
barriers and moving on. 

A Remembering Our Fallen opening ceremony will be at 
11 a.m. with groundbreaking for Tumilson’s memorial statue 
at 11:45 at the Fossil and Prairie Park. 

“3 Minutes Out” — the chopper was three minutes from 
his destination — will launch Operation Go Crush It, which is 
collecting non-perishable foods and donations for troops. 

There will be music, food, fun, much more — and, of 
course — lots of memories, all in honor of Jon Tumilson. 

We commend Rockford and the Tumilson family 
especially for turning a tragedy into a special day for the 
community and North Iowa. 

We know the crowds will be big and that spirits will run 
high for this North Iowa hero who gave his all for his country. 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Sharpening Our Maritime Strategy  
(CHIEF OF NAVAL OPERATIONS 05 JUN 12) 

 
 

2. SECNAV, CNO FY2011 Environmental Awards Presented 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 05 JUN 12) ... Commander, Navy Installations Command Public Affairs 

WASHINGTON -- The Secretary of the Navy (SECNAV) and the Chief of Naval Operations (CNO) Environmental Awards were 
presented June 5, in two different ceremonies at the U.S. Navy Memorial and Naval Heritage Center here. 

 
3. Second Littoral Warship To Sail From Marinette 
(MILWAUKEE-WISCONSIN JOURNAL SENTINEL 05 JUN 12) 

Marinette - Completed two months ahead of schedule, the second littoral combat ship built by Marinette Marine Corp. will be 
turned over to its U.S. Navy crew Wednesday. 

 
4. Evolution Of Warships: Big, Pricey And Expendable Gives Way To Efficient, Adaptable And Long-
Lasting 
(ALABAMA PRESS-REGISTER 05 JUN 12) ... Kaija Wilkinson 

PASCAGOULA, Mississippi -- As the 1960s gave way to the 1970s, a sea change occurred in the way the Navy bought ships, 
and Ingalls Shipbuilding (at the time, a subsidiary of Litton Industries) was right on top of it, according to former shipyard President 
Jerry St. Pe. 

 
5. 1812 Bicentennial Celebration Kicks Off In City With A Loud Boom 
Flags, fireworks and pirates accompany announcement 
(BALTIMORE SUN 05 JUN 12) ... Mary Gail Hare 

Amid a flurry of international flags, thunderous fireworks and rowdy pirates Tuesday, Baltimore invited the world to its star-
spangled salute to the bicentennial of the War of 1812 that starts next week. 

 

CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
6. Peleliu, Coast Guard Assist Merchant Vessel With Medical Evacuation 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 05 JUN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Derek Stroop 

PACIFIC OCEAN -- Amphibious assault ship USS Peleliu (LHA 5) assisted the U.S. Coast Guard with a medical evacuation of a 
60-year-old man from Merchant Vessel Horizon Spirit, off the southern coast of California, June 4. 

 
7. Pacific Partnership 2012 Ethical Team Drives Sound Decisions 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 05 JUN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Derek Stroop 

PACIFIC OCEAN -- The Ethics Team for Pacific Partnership 2012 is working to assist medical providers and patients navigate 
the sometimes difficult ethical decisions.  

 
8. Exercise Reliant Star 2012 Tests Region Europe, Africa, Southwest Asia 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 05 JUN 12) ... Lt. Tim Hawkins, Navy Region Europe, Africa, Southwest Asia Public Affairs 

NAPLES, Italy -- Navy Region Europe, Africa, Southwest Asia completed its annual emergency management exercise Reliant 
Star 2012 in Naples, Italy, June 5.  
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9. Djiboutian, U.S. Navies Practice Vessel Boarding Operations 
(DEFENSE WEB 05 JUN 12) 

Djiboutian naval personnel and Sailors from three U.S. Navy organizations have conducted Visit, Board, Search and Seizure 
(VBSS) training in the Port of Djibouti in an effort to strengthen Djibouti’s naval forces and enhance cooperation with foreign navies 
in the region. 

 
10. U.S. Maritime Cooperation In Africa 
(DEFENCE WEB 05 JUN 12) ... Dean Wigrin 

A high-speed catamaran operated by the United States Navy is visiting a number of South African ports on a maritime security 
cooperation initiative. 

 

GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
11. Korea Seeks Balance Between Security Partners And China 
Seoul seeks to expand defense ties with Tokyo, Beijing as security uncertainty grows 
(THE KOREA HERALD 05 JUN 12) ... Choi He-suk 

South Korea is walking a diplomatic tightrope as it seeks to achieve balance between its traditional security partners and the 
growing power of China in Northeast Asia. 

 
12. India, Japan To Hold Joint Naval Exercises 
(NEW YORK DAILY NEWS 05 JUN 12) 

Tokyo— The Japan Maritime Self-Defense Force (JMSDF) announced Tuesday that it will take part in joint naval exercises with 
the Indian Navy June 9. 

 
13. Ties Strengthening Between Vietnam And The U.S. 
(NATIONAL PUBLIC RADIO 05 JUN 12) ... Neal Conan 

The strong relationship between the U.S. and Vietnam may seem surprising, given the context of the Vietnam war. But The 
Atlantic's Robert Kaplan says it's key to balancing China's rise. To many in Vietnam, the threat China poses trumps the wounds of 
what they remember as the American War. 

 
14. Vice Admiral DK Joshi Named New Navy Chief 
(THE TIMES OF INDIA 06 JUN 12) ... Rajat Pandit 

NEW DELHI: The government on Tuesday cleared the name of Vice Admiral Devender Kumar Joshi as the new Navy chief after 
Admiral Nirmal Verma retires on August 31. With the Navy slowly emerging into a powerful three-dimensional force capable of 
responding to India's geo-strategic demands from the Persian Gulf to Strait of Malacca, Admiral Joshi's three-year tenure will be 
crucial for this "transformation'' underway.  

 
15. PM, Panetta Discuss Military Strategy 
U.S. defence secy asks India to be more active in Afghanistan 
(ECONOMIC TIMES (INDIA) 06 JUN 12) ... Our Political Bureau, New Delhi 

Soon after announcing details of Washington's plans to 'rebalance' its military strategy in Asia-Pacific, US defence secretary Leon 
Panetta discussed its implications with Prime Minister Manmohan Singh here on Tuesday. The US views India as a vital partner in the 
Asia-Pacific region. 

 
16. Phl, US To Share Real-Time Info On Security Developments 
(PHILIPPINE STAR 05 JUN 12) ... Alexis Romero 

Philippine and US security officials yesterday vowed to engage in “real-time information sharing” on security developments and 
reaffirmed their commitment to the Mutual Defense Treaty (MDT). 

 
17. Philippine-American Ties Warm Amid South China Sea Dispute 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 06 JUN 12) ... James Hookway and Brian Spegele 

Philippine President Benigno Aquino III is scheduled to arrive in the U.S. on Wednesday on a visit to strengthen warming ties 
between the two countries, even as tensions continue between Manila and Beijing in the contested waters of the South China Sea. 

 
18. Australian Navy Gets New Ship 
(UPI 05 JUN 12) 

CANBERRA, Australia -- Australia has officially taken possession of an Offshore Support Vessel from the Norwegian navy, 
defense officials reported. 
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19. New Zealand, NATO Sign Partnership Agreement 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 05 JUN 12) 

WELLINGTON, New Zealand — New Zealand has signed a partnership agreement with NATO. 
 

20. Canada Is Moving To Boost Its Military Presence In Asia 
(THE GLOBE AND MAIL (CA) 05 JUN 12) ... Campbell Clark 

Canadian Defence Minister Peter MacKay spent the weekend in talks with Asian defence ministers in Singapore, toured a 
potential site there for a “hub” for Canadian military operations, and announced Sunday that 1,400 Canadian sailors, soldiers and air 
force personnel will take part in Pacific Rim military exercises with allies. 

 

PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
21. Navy Issues Guidance For Sailors Transitioning From Active To Reserve 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 05 JUN 12) ... Navy Personnel Command Public Affairs 

MILLINGTON, Tenn. -- The Navy announced guidance streamlining the transition from active duty to Selected Reserves 
(SELRES) through Perform to Serve (PTS) or Early Career Transition Program (ECTP) in a message released June 5.  

 
22. Schools Cooperating With New Order, VA Says 
(NAVY TIMES 05 JUN 12) ... Cid Standifer 

The Veterans Affairs Department has sent letters to dozens of schools explaining how it plans to administer President Obama’s 
recent executive order asking colleges to adhere to “principles of excellence” when it comes to recruiting and enrolling veterans. 

 
23. Sailor Reunites With Dog After 18 Month Deployment 
(FIRST COAST NEWS ABC25 (JACKSONVILLE, FL) 05 JUN 12) 

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. -- It's a reunion 18 months in the making between a First Coast sailor and his dog. 
 

FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
24. Defense Chiefs Signal Job Cuts 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 06 JUN 12) ... Nathan Hodge 

WASHINGTON—U.S. defense contractors are preparing to disclose mass job cutbacks ahead of November elections if Congress 
fails to reach a deficit-reduction deal by then, industry officials said. 

 
25. Cost To Repair Fire-Damaged Sub In Maine Set At $400 Million 
That's the Navy's initial estimate, but it's still unclear whether the USS Miami can be saved. 
(PORTLAND (ME) PRESS HERALD 06 JUN 12) ... David Hench, Staff Writer 

Navy officials issued a preliminary cost estimate Tuesday of $400 million to repair the nuclear submarine that burned last month 
at the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard in Kittery – if the sub can be fixed at all. 

 
26. Navy Forum Offers Input On Future Sonar Activity At Sea For Training 
Plans call for tripling its use during next 5 years; public comments accepted 
(FLORIDA TIMES-UNION 06 JUN 12) ... William Browning 

With the United States having spent the past decade-plus engaged in two land wars that are now winding down, the U.S. Navy is 
re-focusing its training efforts on maritime threats. 

 
27. Congress Seeks Cuts, But Navy Touts Energy Plan 
(NAVY TIMES 05 JUN 12) ... Joshua Stewart 

While Congress is looking to tighten the Navy’s energy initiatives, the service is on the offensive and touting the long-term cost 
savings that green efforts will reap. 

 
28. F-35 Production Quality Worries Senate Panel 
(REUTERS 05 JUNE 12) ... Andrea Shalal-Esa 

WASHINGTON - The U.S. Senate Armed Services Committee on Tuesday questioned the quality of production on the Lockheed 
Martin Corp F-35 Joint Strike Fighter, citing a "potentially serious issue" with its electronic warfare capability. 

 
29. Navy Renews Charter Of Civilian-Run, Louisiana-Owned Ship 
(TIMES-PICAYUNE (NEW ORLEANS) 05 JUN 12) ... Paul Purpura 

The U.S. Navy's Military Sealift Command has chartered the MV Kellie Chouest, a salvage and deep sea rescue vessel built and 
owned in Lafourche Parish. Alpha Marine Services in Cut Off, a subsidiary of Edison Chouest Offshore, was awarded the $8 million 
contract to provide the vessel and crew to operate it for a year, according to a Defense Department's contract announcements Monday. 
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BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
30. Fairview Land Donation Spurs USS Ranger Project 
(THE OREGONIAN 05 JUN 12) ... James Mayer 

The dream of bringing the aircraft carrier USS Ranger to east Multnomah County took a major stop closer to reality Tuesday with 
the announcement that a group of developers had donated land for the project on the Columbia River. 

 
31. Navy Public Meeting Set For Wednesday 
(PANAMA CITY (FL) NEWS HERALD 05 JUN 12) 

PANAMA CITY — The U.S. Navy will hold an open house public meeting Wednesday afternoon for community members to 
learn about and provide comments on the Draft Environmental Impact Statement/Overseas Environmental Impact Statement 
(EIS/OEIS) for Navy training and testing activities conducted in the Atlantic Fleet Training and Testing (AFTT) Study Area. 

 
32. Navy Ships Arrive Thursday 
Annual Rose Festival Fleet Week includes public tours of vessels 
(PORTLAND TRIBUNE 05 JUN 12) ... Jim Redden 

Three U.S. Navy ships are scheduled to arrive in downtown Portland on Thursday for the annual Rose Festival Festival Week. 
They will be joined by four U.S. Coast Guard vessels and a ship from the Royal Canadian Navy. 

 
33. Officials Unveil Locations, Times To Visit Military And Tall Ships That Will Make Fourth Of July 
Visits To Boston 
(BOSTON GLOBE 05 JUN 12) ... Martin Finucane 

Military ships from a variety of different countries will be steaming to Boston for the week of July Fourth to salute the US Navy 
and commemorate the bicentennial of the War of 1812. Four majestic tall ships will glide in to the harbor to join them. 

 

NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
34. Veterans Pension Program Is Being Abused, Report Says 
(NEW YORK TIMES 06 JUN 12) ... James Dao 

A yearlong investigation into a federal pension program for low-income veterans has concluded that weak oversight and unclear 
rules have made the system ripe for abuse, including by financial planners and lawyers who help well-off retirees qualify for benefits 
by transferring or hiding assets. 

 
35. USS Liberty Crew Member Recalls Fatal '67 US-Israeli Skirmish 
(WATERLOO-CEDAR FALLS COURIER (IOWA) 05 JUN 12) ... Pat Kinney 

WATERLOO, Iowa — Joe Carpenter has more questions than answers about what happened on June 8, 1967 — but no question 
about the valor of his shipmates. 

 
36. Navy Aircraft Carrier USS George HW Bush To Appear Off Maine Coast 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 06 JUN 12) 

KENNEBUNKPORT, Maine — The Navy's newest aircraft carrier will appear off the coast of Maine this weekend. 
 

OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
37. Air-Sea Battle: Clearing The Fog 
The goal is to ensure all forces can get to the fight 
(ARMED FORCES JOURNAL JUNE 12) ... Capt. Philip DuPree, USN and Col. Jordan Thomas, USAF 

Recent articles about Air-Sea Battle reflect misperceptions about this new operational concept. These may have been fostered by 
the fact that portions of the concept document are classified. In any event, we -- the service leads in the multiservice ASB office -- 
would like to correct them.Let us say at the outset what Air-Sea Battle is not. It is not a strategy, it is not designed to threaten other 
nations and it is not just the manifestation of traditional joint operations. 

 
38. US Seeks New Asian 'Pivot' 
(BANGKOK POST 06 JUN 12) 

The new US military posture represents a startling change from... the first 35 years after the fall of Saigon. 
 

39. Behind The Sea Games 
(CHINA DAILY 06 JUN 12) 

Hawaii is famous for its sun and surf. But it is not for the sunshine that the naval vessels of 22 nations are heading there. 
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40. Defense Needs, Not Politics, Should Guide Military Cuts 
(BOSTON GLOBE 05 JUN 12) 

Admiral Mike Mullen, former chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, has warned for years that "our national debt is our biggest 
national security threat." If people start doubting that the United States can pay its bills, the country's influence around the world will 
wane. Mullen's statements helped pave the way for trims to the federal budget, including military spending. Before raising the debt 
ceiling last year, lawmakers set in motion a mechanism that will make automatic cuts to the 2013 budget. But now that those cuts are 
looming, lawmakers around the country are working hard to roll them back to preserve military jobs in their home areas. 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Sharpening Our Maritime Strategy  
(CHIEF OF NAVAL OPERATIONS 05 JUN 12) 

 
Shipmates,  
Our maritime strategy, A Cooperative Strategy for 21ST 

Century Seapower (CS21) was a significant milestone for the 
U.S. Sea Services – the Navy, Marines, and Coast Guard. 
CS21 defined the purpose and application of seapower in the 
21st century and was our nation’s first tri-service maritime 
strategy.    

Much has changed in the five years since CS21 was 
published; for example we ended the war in Iraq and began the 
drawdown of operations in Afghanistan. We reduced our 
defense budgets to help get our nation’s fiscal house in order. 
And, we are beginning to rebalance toward the Pacific even as 
we continue to address challenges in the Middle East in 
cooperation with our European allies. 

These developments in our fiscal, geopolitical and 
security environment require that we revise CS21 to align it 
with the ends, ways and means of seapower today. I have 
begun this effort in consultation with my fellow Sea Service 
chiefs, General James Amos of the U.S. Marine Corps and 
Admiral Robert Papp of the U.S. Coast Guard.  

Specifically, we intend that this revision:  
* Reflect changes in the geostrategic and fiscal 

environment since 2007  
* Emphasize warfighting as the primary mission of the 

Sea Services, while maintaining and promoting an 
international cooperative approach to maritime security 

* Define how American seapower supports the U.S. 
defense strategy  

The CS21 revision will reflect the latest defense and 
national security guidance, including the 2012 Defense 
Strategic Guidance, my Sailing Directions and Navigation 
Plan, and the equivalent documents from the USMC and 
USCG.  

I will keep you updated on the status of this effort and 
encourage you to join in the conversation about maritime 
strategy both here and in other online forums. 

Thank you, 
JONATHAN W. GREENERT 
Admiral, U.S. Navy 

Return to Index 
 

2. SECNAV, CNO FY2011 Environmental Awards Presented 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 05 JUN 12) ... Commander, Navy Installations Command Public Affairs 

WASHINGTON -- The Secretary of the Navy 
(SECNAV) and the Chief of Naval Operations (CNO) 
Environmental Awards were presented June 5, in two different 
ceremonies at the U.S. Navy Memorial and Naval Heritage 
Center here. 

The SECNAV and CNO Environmental Awards program 
recognizes Navy and Marine Corps personnel, installations 
and ships for their exceptional environmental stewardship.  

The CNO Environmental Award winners were presented 
first, and SECNAV winners were announced in a following 
ceremony. 

Vice Chief of Naval Operations Admiral Mark Ferguson 
presented the CNO the Environmental Awards on behalf of 
the Chief of Naval Operations Admiral Jonathan W. Greenert. 

"I am ever mindful that the strength of this great Navy 
does not rest with technology or platforms alone--the real 
capability resides in the people serving and their extraordinary 
hard work and dedication," said Ferguson. "The exceptional 
men and women - Sailors, civilians, and government 
contractors - receiving awards today seized the opportunity 
when given to them, and went the extra mile in protecting our 
environment. 

"Over the past several years, the Navy has greatly 
expanded efforts to make our ships, aircraft, and shore 
installations more energy efficient. We focus 85 percent of our 
efforts on identifying and implementing energy efficiencies, 
which reduces resource consumption and translates directly 
into greater readiness and enhanced combat capability," he 
said. 

Commander, Navy Installations Command Vice Adm. 
William French was in attendance and congratulated the shore 
installation winners. 

"I want to congratulate all of you on your continuing 
dedication to improve our shore installations environmental 
readiness and conservation efforts. Your work directly reflects 
and supports the Navy's overall environmental stewardship as 
we continue to increase these endeavors into the 21st century," 
said French. 

The SECNAV Environment Award winners for FY2011 
are as follows: 

Cultural Resources Management, Installation  
- Cultural Resources Management Team, Joint Base Pearl 

Harbor-Hickman 
- Natural Resources and Environmental Affairs, Marine 

Air Ground Task Force Training Command/Marine Corps Air 
Ground Combat Center 29 Palms, Calif. 

Environmental Quality, Non-Industrial Installation 
- Fleet Activities Yokosuka 
- Marine Corps Air Station Yuma 
Natural Resources Conservation, Individual or Team 
- Naval Support Activity Panama City Environmental 

Office 
- Miramar Natural Resource Team 
Natural Resources Conservation, Small Installation 
- Pacific Missile Range Facility 
- Marine Corps Base Hawaii 
Sustainability, Industrial Installation 
- Naval Weapons Station Seal Beach including 

Detachments Fallbrook and Norco 
- Marine Corps Air Station Cherry Point Environment 

Affairs Department 
Environmental Excellence in Weapons System 

Acquisition 
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- F/A-18E/F and EA-18G Program Office, PMA 265 
Green Hornet Team 

Environmental Quality, Individual or Team 
- NAVSUP Fleet Logistics Center, Pearl Harbor 

Environmental Quality Team 
Environment Quality, Large Ship 
- USS Ronald Reagan (CVN 76) 
Environmental Restoration, Individual or Team 
- Mare Island Investigation Area H1 Restoration Team 
- NAVFAC Base Realignment and Closure Program 

Management Office 

- Marine Corps Air Station Cherry Point, Partnering Team 
Environmental Restoration, Installation 
- Portsmouth Naval Shipyard 
- Marine Corps Base Camp Lejeune. 
Awards were presented in a variety of categories 

including natural resources conservation, cultural resources 
management, environmental quality, pollution prevention and 
environmental restoration. 

 

Return to Index 
 

3. Second Littoral Warship To Sail From Marinette 
(MILWAUKEE-WISCONSIN JOURNAL SENTINEL 05 JUN 12) 

Marinette - Completed two months ahead of schedule, the 
second littoral combat ship built by Marinette Marine Corp. 
will be turned over to its U.S. Navy crew Wednesday. 

Resembling a high-tech version of a Civil War era 
ironclad, at least from the front, the 377-foot vessel known as 
the LCS-3 Fort Worth is part of the Navy's new wave of ships 
designed to patrol close to shore - the meaning of littoral. 

The Fort Worth will be used mostly within 200 miles of 
shorelines to neutralize pirates, mines and other threats. The 
key feature is the ability to switch quickly from one combat 
mode to another. Switching equipment modules can transform 
the ship from a mine- or submarine-hunter to a surface war 
vessel, for example. 

A conventional ship of the Fort Worth's size would carry 
a crew of about 200, with 11 to 14 needed on the bridge. But 
littoral combat ships require only a 44-member crew, 
including just three on the bridge. 

All hands, including officers, are cross-trained to do 
multiple jobs, including washing their own laundry and 
helping with ship maintenance. 

Crew members have a high level of experience, which is 
important given the shared responsibilities. 

With 13 years in the Navy, Electrician's Mate 1st Class 
Lidia Dorame figures she is the low person on the seniority 
list. 

She has been training more than 18 months for her new 
duties on the Fort Worth - and she's still a little nervous about 
it. 

Dorame said she had to learn more for this assignment 
than for anything else she has done in the Navy. 

Her training included firefighting, damage control and 
engine maintenance. 

"There are only six of us in engineering, so we all have to 
do each other's job," Dorame said. 

The Navy wants to buy 55 of the high-speed warships 
over 15 years. 

For the initial 20 ships, the work has been divided 
between Marinette and shipbuilder Austal USA in Mobile, 
Ala. 

Initially, the program experienced cost overruns. USS 
Freedom, the first littoral combat ship built by Marinette, 

suffered several setbacks, including a 6-inch crack in the hull, 
a failed gas turbine, problems with the jet propulsion system 
and a leak in the port-shaft seal that caused flooding inside the 
vessel. 

Such problems aren't unusual for a new ship, according to 
Marinette, and they've been addressed in the construction of 
the Fort Worth. The ship included numerous improvements 
and was built with 30% fewer labor hours. 

"Freedom was a test ship to make this class (of vessels) 
go forward. It went through extreme testing to find out what 
the limits were," said Joe North, vice president of littoral 
combat ship systems at Lockheed Martin Corp., the defense 
contractor that partnered with Marinette to build the vessels. 

The Fort Worth's price tag was $360 million, which was 
below the allowed amount for the shipyard that employs 1,350 
people. 

"A lot of people put their heart and soul into it," North 
said. 

The program has resulted in the addition of thousands of 
jobs at Marinette and 700 suppliers in 43 states, including 
more than 120 Wisconsin companies. At its peak in 2014, the 
program is expected to support up to 13,000 jobs. 

Each ship takes about 40 months to build. 
The 10 ships under contract will keep the work going for 

between nine and 12 years. It could be longer if Marinette is 
awarded additional ships in a new round of bids in 2016. 

The crew will undergo about 60 days of training before 
they take the Fort Worth to its commissioning in Galveston, 
Texas. 

The Fort Worth, like the Freedom, will be based in San 
Diego. 

"We have been waiting for this day," Dorame said about 
moving into quarters that are nicer than on larger Navy 
vessels, with private bathrooms and double, rather than triple, 
bunks. 

Two crews will alternate four-month tours of sea duty. 
"When we leave, it's a day closer to being home," Dorame 

said about sailing from Marinette. 
 

Return to Index 
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4. Evolution Of Warships: Big, Pricey And Expendable Gives Way To Efficient, Adaptable And Long-
Lasting 

(ALABAMA PRESS-REGISTER 05 JUN 12) ... Kaija Wilkinson 
PASCAGOULA, Mississippi -- As the 1960s gave way to 

the 1970s, a sea change occurred in the way the Navy bought 
ships, and Ingalls Shipbuilding (at the time, a subsidiary of 
Litton Industries) was right on top of it, according to former 
shipyard President Jerry St. Pe. 

"Litton had enough vision to know that shipbuilding was 
getting ready to change on a number of critical fronts, one of 
which was the technology associated with the ships and the 
other was the business side how the Navy was going to buy 
ships going forward," St. Pe said. 

For about 100 years prior, he said, the Navy designed its 
ships and associated platforms in-house, farming out only the 
building. Teams of naval architects and engineers were all 
within the Navy. 

But the system had huge drawbacks mainly cost-related. 
Up until a pivotal contract Ingalls landed to build 30 

Spruance class destroyers (which were eventually replaced by 
General Dynamics-built Zumwalt DDG-1000s), the Navy 
would pour oceans of money into a ship's construction and 
design, only to abandon it after four or five years and start 
from scratch, St. Pe said. 

That meant that platforms quickly became obsolete. 
So the Navy decided to shift gears, driven by a desire to 

create a more affordable and efficient blueprint, according to 
Allison Stiller, deputy assistant secretary of the Navy for ship 
programs. (Stiller is also sponsor of the USS Mississippi, the 
Navy's newest submarine commissioned recently in 
Pascagoula). 

Stiller said the Navy determined decades ago that 
shipyards were better suited than it was to design and build 
ships. 

"The Navy acquisition community works closely with the 
shipyards as they develop the designs to ensure that 
overarching war fighting requirements are met," Stiller said. 
"By transferring design responsibility to the shipyards while 
retaining Navy oversight, there is a greater opportunity to 
leverage common equipment and systems over multiple 
classes of ships which will reduce up-front acquisition costs as 
well as the ultimate cost to operate and maintain our ships." 

The focus on achieving those goals continues, she said. 
The Navy works with shipyards on issues such as ways to 

make manufacturing more efficient, the results of which are 

seen in facilities such as Austal USA in Mobile, which built an 
assembly-line style production facility capable of producing 
six littoral combat ships a year. 

"Driving affordability across design and construction of 
our ships is critical to procuring our future fleet," Stiller said. 

As a result of the change, shipbuilders became much more 
involved in every aspect of shipbuilding -- from the nuts and 
bolts to the brains -- and thousands of jobs within the Navy 
shifted to the private sector, St. Pe said. Powerhouse suppliers 
emerged. 

"The Navy moved to an approach where when it wanted 
to build a new class of ship, it said (to the shipbuilder), 'Here 
are the missions, here is what we want this ship to be able to 
do -- seek out submarines, fire surface to surface missiles, fire 
surface to air missiles. Make that for us.'" 

The spin-off continues today, Austal spokesman Craig 
Hooper said. 

He said that numerous suppliers including ones from 
overseas have set up shop because of work generated by the 
LCS and Joint High Speed Vessel. One, he said, is Hiller 
Systems Inc., a Virginia-based industrial fire protection 
company that set up shop in Chickasaw. 

The Austal-built warships illustrate perfectly the military's 
focus on versatility and flexibility, said Hooper, comparing the 
"plug and play" platforms of both the LCS and JHSV to an 
iPhone with its multiple apps. 

Depending on what they needs to do send disaster 
respondents to a location via helicopter or fire a missile at a 
target at the edge of the horizon, for instance the ships can 
change capabilities very quickly, he said. 

Both the LCS and JSHV are fast and stealthy, able to 
maneuver in areas that their bulkier predecessors couldn't. 

Hooper said he's looking forward to seeing the ships' 
capabilities pushed to the limit. 

He said both vessels promise to play key roles in helping 
resolve world conflict in areas such as the Pacific. 

"Having the means to move (people and equipment) 
around quickly is going to become an important factor, and 
how the Marines use that new theater-transport capability is 
going to be interesting to watch." 

 

Return to Index 
 

5. 1812 Bicentennial Celebration Kicks Off In City With A Loud Boom 
Flags, fireworks and pirates accompany announcement 
(BALTIMORE SUN 05 JUN 12) ... Mary Gail Hare 

Amid a flurry of international flags, thunderous fireworks 
and rowdy pirates Tuesday, Baltimore invited the world to its 
star-spangled salute to the bicentennial of the War of 1812 that 
starts next week. 

State and local officials gathered to publicize Sailabration, 
a maritime and air festival that begins its six-day run in the 
city on June 13. The city will welcome 18 tall ships and 
dozens of Navy vessels to its harbor and all will be open for 
free tours throughout the festival. The Navy's celebrated Blue 
Angels will perform shows over Fort McHenry and numerous 

activities for all ages are scheduled throughout the city and at 
Glenn L. Martin Airport in Baltimore County. 

"Baltimore is providing a depth to the events like we will 
see in none of the other ports," said Jose Fuentes, chairman of 
Operation Sail Inc., which has organized the ships' visits in 
partnership with the U.S. Navy. "Get on board, talk to the 
sailors and learn their different cultures." 

The ships, which have already been to New Orleans and 
New York, will sail to Baltimore from Norfolk, Va. 

The event pays homage to the Sailors, Marines and Coast 
Guardsmen who fought in the battles along the Chesapeake 
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Bay 200 years ago, in what many consider America's second 
war for independence, said Rear Adm. Gregory Nosal. The 
visit will bring about 4,000 current-day sailors to the city. 

"This will be an opportunity to meet the young men and 
women who wear the cloth of our nation and protect our way 
of life," Nosal said. "Their mission — to deter aggression — is 
as important today as it was in the War of 1812." 

Just as Mayor Stephanie Rawlings-Blake took to the 
podium, the Fearless, a replica of a pirate ship, entered the 
harbor with its boisterous crew.  

"A nest of pirates," she said. "Just when we thought the 
war was over." 

Several seventh-graders from the city's Francis Scott Key 
Magnet School presented the flags of the participating nations 
and handed out 19th-century versions of America's flag. 

"There are only 15 stars, just like it was in the War of 
1812," said Kristina Covahey. 

Tyasia Rolon, who held Colombia's yellow, blue and red 
banner, said she planned to return to the harbor next week. 

"The ships are coming here on our last day of school," she 
said. "That will be a great way to celebrate summer." 

Officials recounted the history surrounding the state's role 
in the war and spoke of the battles at North Point and Fort 
McHenry, which inspired Francis Scott Key to write what 
became the national anthem. 

"The eyes of the world will be on Baltimore," said Gov. 
Martin O'Malley. "The war began in 1812 and we finished it 
here in 1814 … in these waters and on these hills. It is a 
powerful story that the country needs especially now." 

Organizers expect as many as 1 million visitors to the 
area. Many in the crowd said they remembered when the first 
tall ships came to the city in 1976 to mark the nation's 
bicentennial. 

"Sailabration will make the next generation proud of 
being here in Baltimore," said Rawlings-Blake. 

As O'Malley concluded his remarks, a barrage of 
multicolored fireworks went off. 

"That would be the bombs bursting in air," he said. "But 
the British are outnumbered this time around." 

 

Return to Index 
 
 

CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
6. Peleliu, Coast Guard Assist Merchant Vessel With Medical Evacuation 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 05 JUN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Derek Stroop 

PACIFIC OCEAN -- Amphibious assault ship USS 
Peleliu (LHA 5) assisted the U.S. Coast Guard with a medical 
evacuation of a 60-year-old man from Merchant Vessel 
Horizon Spirit, off the southern coast of California, June 4. 

Peleliu assisted the Coast Guard by acting as a refueling 
vessel for their HH-60J Jayhawk helicopter so it could safely 
evacuate the man to San Diego. 

The patient was taken aboard Peleliu where he was 
medically evaluated and given initial therapeutic treatment 
while the Coast Guard helicopter refueled. 

"The medical capability of the Peleliu Amphibious Ready 
Group and the 15th Marine Expeditionary Unit allows us to 
provide a broad range of medical care from preventative 
medicine to life and limb resuscitative surgery," said Cmdr. 
Brian Mecklenburg, Amphibious Squadron Three surgeon and 
officer-in-charge, Fleet Surgical Team One. "As such, we are 
always ready and willing to assist those with medical needs." 

"This is very exciting for us. It's really great to use the 
Peleliu's resources to help someone in this way," said Lt. 

Cmdr. Cari Matthews, a 15th MEU flight surgeon. "As a 
doctor, you always want to give people the best care that you 
can and to be able to provide assistance."  

Peleliu was at sea conducting pre-deployment training 
when the ship received orders to steam toward the motor 
vessel to provide assistance. 

"Even though we were out here to train, real-world 
situations dictate that we be ready to flex with plans and 
prioritize depending upon the need," said Capt. James Cox, 
commanding officer, USS Peleliu. "We are always ready to 
assist fellow mariners in distress." 

The Peleliu Amphibious Readiness Group consists of 
amphibious assault ship USS Peleliu (LHA 5), amphibious 
dock landing ship USS Rushmore (LSD 46), as well as 
amphibious transport dock ship USS Green Bay (LPD 20), 
currently not at sea. The 15th Marine Expeditionary Unit is 
embarked during Amphibious Squadron Integration Training. 
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7. Pacific Partnership 2012 Ethical Team Drives Sound Decisions 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 05 JUN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Derek Stroop 

PACIFIC OCEAN -- The Ethics Team for Pacific 
Partnership 2012 is working to assist medical providers and 
patients navigate the sometimes difficult ethical decisions.  

Working aboard the Military Sealift Command hospital 
ship USNS Mercy (T-AH 19), the team consists of five 
civilian and military personnel to provide guidelines and 
insight on how to address potentially difficult ethical 
considerations in healthcare.  

Cmdr. Gregory Matwiyoff, chairman for the Ethics 
Committee, describes the group as a team of individuals with 
different views on culture, society and a different set of 

standards to make culturally and communally sound 
recommendations.  

"We are embarking on something new, because we come 
to this part of the world with our own backgrounds and 
preconceived notions to try to help people," Matwiyoff said. 
"It is our job to work together to make a sound decision in the 
best interest of everyone; especially the patients." 

Lt. Cmdr. Jeffrey Chao, vice president of the Ethics 
Committee, said the committee rarely makes the final 
decision, but instead is used to dissolve disagreements and 
provide a different point of view when a critical decision must 
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be made for a patient who may be incapacitated, by 
deliberating with each other to come up with the best solution.  

"Eastern culture focuses their health care mainly on the 
fundamental ethical principal of justice: equal distribution of 
health care, where healthcare is given in the best interest of the 
community," Chao said. "We, as westerners usually use the 
principals of autonomy: right to self determination, where the 
patient is given the final say in the medical decisions made."  

Chao said bringing the two principals together is going to 
be the main challenge faced during the course of the 
deployment.  

"The principals of beneficience: always act in the best 
interest of the patient, and non-maleficence: above all else, do 
no harm; will be a possible solution for us if anything were to 
happen where we had to make a decision," Chao said.  

Lt. Cmdr. Leila Gomulka, religious representative of the 
Ethics Committee, said in eastern society individuals tend to 
favor family and community when decisions are made, 
whereas individuals are typically favored in western society.  

"Bringing western principals to countries that heavily 
favor eastern culture can be a challenge," said Gomulka. "We 
are here to help ease those challenges and hopefully help make 
the right decision in the best of the patients."  

Now in its seventh year, Pacific Partnership is an annual 
U.S. Pacific Fleet humanitarian and civic assistance mission 
designed to work by, with and through host and partner 
nations, non-governmental organizations and international 
agencies to build partnerships and a collective ability to 
respond to natural disasters. 
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8. Exercise Reliant Star 2012 Tests Region Europe, Africa, Southwest Asia 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 05 JUN 12) ... Lt. Tim Hawkins, Navy Region Europe, Africa, Southwest Asia Public Affairs 

NAPLES, Italy -- Navy Region Europe, Africa, 
Southwest Asia completed its annual emergency management 
exercise Reliant Star 2012 in Naples, Italy, June 5.  

This year's exercise was conducted in close cooperation 
with Naval Air Station (NAS) Sigonella and focused on 
refining formal planning and problem solving processes used 
by region watchstanders when conducting contingency or 
emergency operations.  

"This year's exercise was a little different than previous 
exercises in that it was designed by Sigonella to enable Region 
to take another look at how it assists its installations," said Lt. 
Kenneth Frauenthal, deputy region training officer.  

Region's departmental leaders and special assistants form 
a crisis action team (CAT) when emergent operations require 
Navy installations in Italy, Spain, Greece, Djibouti or Bahrain 
to provide shore-based support services beyond normal 
capacity. The CAT is composed of cross-functional subject 
matter experts who are responsible for developing and 
analyzing courses of action and solutions. 

"Emergency management doesn't always have to be crisis 
response. It can be [in] response to a significant operation or 
event," said Frauenthal. "You just gather all your big brains 
together and work on solving a problem." 

In the exercise scenario, Region was tasked with helping 
one of its installations prepare to support a fictional contingent 
of coalition units that exceeded capacity. The CAT was 
charged with developing multiple options and plans related to 
feeding, housing and caring for a flurry of additional 
personnel. 

"The most challenging part of this exercise for me was 
getting information from several different sources," said Chief 

Yeoman (SW) Daniel Bowen who helps process requests for 
support from Region's operational assets. 

Region faced a similar real-world scenario nearly one 
year ago during Operation Unified Protector. When the 
NATO-led mission to protect civilians and civilian populated 
areas in Libya began, NAS Sigonella was overwhelmed with 
forward-deployed coalition personnel. The installation 
barracks reached 170 percent capacity in May 2011, leading to 
the speedy construction of a tent city capable of housing 550 
occupants. 

"These are the types of problems where Region's CAT 
can help its installations plan. In past years we haven't 
necessarily stressed this," said Frauenthal. The exercise 
evaluated the CAT's ability to work as a team, assess the 
situation, and create different options for a commander's 
ultimate decision. 

"As somebody who goes out and sees a lot of exercises, it 
was a first for me to watch this effort that drove home the 
point that Region exists to support the installations," said 
Michael Crockett, a shore operations training group chief from 
Commander Naval Installations Command (CNIC). Crockett 
was present to certify that Region's command, control and 
communications processes and procedures met requirements. 

"Region basically took their entire Crisis Action Team 
and organized it as a planning group with direct support to the 
installation, which is consistent with the CNIC way of doing 
business," said Crockett. "We all exist to support the 
installation." 

Navy Region Europe, Africa, Southwest Asia delivers 
efficient and effective shore service support to U.S. and allied 
forces operating in Europe, Africa, and the Middle East.  
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9. Djiboutian, U.S. Navies Practice Vessel Boarding Operations 
(DEFENSE WEB 05 JUN 12) 

Djiboutian naval personnel and Sailors from three U.S. 
Navy organizations have conducted Visit, Board, Search and 
Seizure (VBSS) training in the Port of Djibouti in an effort to 
strengthen Djibouti’s naval forces and enhance cooperation 
with foreign navies in the region. 

Sponsored by Africa Partnership Station, the training 
reflected a joint venture with the Djiboutian navy, Combined 
Joint Task Force – Horn of Africa (CJTF-HOA), U.S. Naval 
Forces Africa (NAVAF) and Maritime Civil Affairs and 
Security Training (MCAST) Command - Security Force 
Assistance section, said U.S. Navy Lieutenant Commander 
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Dustin Smiley, CJTF-HOA maritime coordination officer to 
the Djiboutian navy. The training took place between May 7 
and 31. 

"This event, specifically, is a great example of CJTF-
HOA, NAVAF and the MCAST working to bring together 
resources, expertise and the relationships to work with the 
Djibouti navy to build 'visit, board, search and seizure' 
capacity," said Smiley. 

The training provided a combination of lecture and hands-
on application in three areas: armed sentry level 1, boarding 
team operations and boarding officer training. 

The armed sentry portion covered topics such as weapons 
handling, searching and detaining personnel, while boarding 
team operations reviewed methods for boarding and searching 
a vessel at sea to enforce sanctions or look for contraband. The 
boarding officer course included information on international 
maritime laws surrounding interception, boarding and 
searching a vessel, as well as inspecting cargo and verifying 
documentation. 

"This is something that will help them in maintaining 
maritime security and stability within their own region and 
within their own country," said U.S. Navy Petty Officer 1st 
Class John Brooks, MCAST mobile training team lead 
instructor and master-at-arms. 

Eleven Djiboutians and six U.S. personnel ran through 
VBSS scenarios on the French navy landing craft La Dague, 
highlighting the cooperation between coalition partners and 
the Djiboutian military. 

"We benefited from the French and the American navies," 
said Djiboutian navy Master Ahmed Elmi Chirdon, team 
leader for the Djiboutian participants. "We also learned a lot 
of things from the U.S. Navy during this training. This is the 
first time I've participated in training like this." 

The interactions between the U.S. and Djiboutian 
participants also allowed for better partnerships since it 
provided insight into how both navies operate, said U.S. Navy 
Lieutenant Brad Kasenberg, MCAST mobile training team 
officer in charge. 

"This has been very enlightening. Their navy is small… 
but they're pretty organized and have a good infrastructure," 
said Kasenberg. 

He also noted the enthusiasm the Djiboutians displayed 
when practicing the tactics provided by the MCAST team 
members. 

"It's been very rewarding to see how eager they were to 
apply these skills," said Kasenberg. 

Ahmed also noted another important aspect of the 
interaction between the Djiboutian and U.S. navies. 

"It's very important socially, too, because we make new 
friends," said Ahmed about his U.S. Navy counterparts. "This 
is a very good thing because we can become a little more 
familiar with each other." 

Last month members of the Djiboutian coast guard 
received training aboard the Spanish warship Infanta Elena, 
which is currently operating off the Horn of Africa as part of 
the European Union Naval Force. 

After a visit of the ship and particularly the operational 
room and presentation of the sensors and weapons, the 
Djiboutian coast guard members were briefed on the measures 
to be implemented when under pirate attack, as well as 
preventative Best Management Practices for merchant vessels. 

The Djibouti navy Sailors were mainly briefed on 
Mercury, an Internet-based secured network used as an alert 
and coordination by all the anti-piracy stakeholders, civilian 
and military. This training is paramount for them in view of 
the Djiboutian Navy operational centre, which will be 
inaugurated soon. 

A coordinated planning of all the training sessions in 
regional countries has been established, under the supervision 
of Force Headquarters on board FS Marne, and is 
implemented by all EU Naval Force ships when visiting ports 
in the area of operation. This is part of the European Union’s 
comprehensive approach on the fight against piracy and 
particularly of EU Naval Force’s will to participate actively in 
the maritime capacity building process of regional navies and 
coast guards, the Naval Force said. 

Meanwhile, on May 16, the EU Navfor warship FS 
Nivôse welcomed ten Djiboutian coast guard members for 
training and discussion on skiff interception, vessel protection 
teams and online communication. 

During a port visit in Djibouti, the crew of Nivôse and 
members of the Djiboutian coast guard shared their 
experiences in the fight against piracy, and more broadly on 
the coast guards’ role in the protection of Djiboutian waters. 

The Sailors of FS Nivôse presented their skiff interception 
procedures, the implementation of a vessel protection team on 
board a merchant vessel, as well as the handling of suspected 
pirates once arrested. Training was both theoretical and 
practical. Part of the day was also devoted to the use of the 
Mercury network.  

The EU Navfor said these encounters help navies and 
coast guards in the region to further develop their own 
maritime capabilities, while allowing EU Navfor ships to take 
advantage of their experience and knowledge of the area. This 
also facilitates subsequent contacts during any counter-piracy 
operation during which collaboration may be necessary. 

Piracy is a major problem in the Gulf of Aden/Horn of 
Africa region. According to the International Maritime 
Bureau, as of May 18 there have been 145 incidences of 
piracy around the world this year, resulting in 17 successful 
hijackings. Of these, Somali pirates have been responsible for 
59 attacks, capturing 12 vessels and 188 hostages. Somali 
pirates are currently holding 13 vessels and 200 hostages. 
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10. U.S. Maritime Cooperation In Africa 
(DEFENCE WEB 05 JUN 12) ... Dean Wigrin 

A high-speed catamaran operated by the United States 
Navy is visiting a number of South African ports on a 
maritime security cooperation initiative. 

HSV-2 Swift, a non-commissioned, hybrid catamaran 
chartered to the United States Navy Military Sealift 

Command, is primarily used for fleet support and 
humanitarian partnership missions and is currently in East 
London on her Africa Partnership Station mission. Prior to her 
arrival in East London she visited Simon’s Town in Cape 
Town. 
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The Africa Partnership Station (APS) is the U.S. Naval 
Forces Africa’s (NAVAF) flagship maritime security 
cooperation program. The focus of APS is to build maritime 
safety and security by increasing maritime awareness, 
response capabilities and infrastructure. 

Through APS, U.S. Africa Command (AFRICOM) and 
NAVAF conduct engagement activities with international 
partners and governmental/non-governmental organisations. 
“2012 marks the fifth year that Africa Partnership Station has 
been working to improve maritime safety and security in 
Africa,” explained Lieutenant Nathan Potter of the U.S. Naval 
Forces Africa Public Affairs Office. 

“The first official APS deployment took place during 
2007-2008 in West and Central Africa. U.S. Navy vessels 
participating in APS 2012 so far includes the guided-missile 
frigate USS Simpson (FFG 56) and the high-speed vessel 
Swift (HSV 2),” Potter added. 

To illustrate the increased importance of Africa to the 
U.S., the Swift recently made a port visit to Walvis Bay in 
Namibia, the first U.S. Navy vessel port-of-call to Namibia in 
over a decade. The last time a U.S. Navy vessel visited 
Namibia was in 1999. 

Explaining APS at an official reception on board Swift 
hosted by the U.S. ambassador to Namibia, Captain Susan 
Dunlap, director of Navy Africa Region, noted that a united 
global maritime community made up of partner nations is 
essential to the APS mission. "APS aims to help African 
navies provide for their own maritime security. Besides the 
U.S., there are 11 European partners and 27 African partner 
nations that have participated in APS since its inception in 
2007," said Dunlap. 

According to Potter, interest from African, European, 
North and South American countries to participate in APS 
continues to grow. 

Prior to visiting southern Africa, Swift visited Pointe 
Noire, Republic of Congo, Lome, Togo and Abidjan, Cote 

D'Ivoire. From East London, Swift will visit Durban before 
going to Mozambique and thereafter continuing up the east 
African coast. 

Built in Australia and privately owned and operated by 
Sealift Inc, the Swift is chartered to the United States Navy 
Military Sealift Command for her humanitarian partnership 
missions. As a result, the ship operating crew is civilian, while 
the balance of the crew is made up of U.S. Naval and Marine 
members. As part of APS, the Swift transports U.S. military 
training teams to conduct maritime training with regional civil 
and maritime services. 

With its’ large cargo deck, the Swift is able to transport 
approximately 615 t of cargo. Much of this is carried under 
Project Handclasp. Project Handclasp is a U.S. Navy program 
that accepts and transports educational, humanitarian and 
goodwill material on a space-available basis aboard U.S. Navy 
ships for distribution to foreign nation recipients. 

According to Wikipedia, the Swift is a wave-piercing, 
aluminum-hulled, commercial catamaran with military 
enhancements, such as a helicopter flight deck, strengthened 
vehicle deck, small boat and unmanned vehicle launch and 
recovery capability, and an enhanced communications suite. It 
features a new, modular design, which will allow the ship to 
be refitted to support any mission without requiring long 
shipyard periods. As a logistics vessel, it does not have water-
tight compartments or weapons systems. Its propulsion is 
provided by directional water jets, powered by four Caterpillar 
3618 marine diesel engines. 

At low weight and under ideal conditions, the Swift is 
able to achieve a top speed of 45 knots. 

Although home-ported in Norfolk, Virginia, the Swift 
only spends a few weeks a year in the continental U.S. for 
maintenance. The rest of the time is spent delivering aid and 
advancing maritime security. 
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GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
11. Korea Seeks Balance Between Security Partners And China 
Seoul seeks to expand defense ties with Tokyo, Beijing as security uncertainty grows 
(THE KOREA HERALD 05 JUN 12) ... Choi He-suk 

South Korea is walking a diplomatic tightrope as it seeks 
to achieve balance between its traditional security partners and 
the growing power of China in Northeast Asia. 

Seoul has been working with Japan over possible military 
agreements concerning logistics and information despite 
domestic opposition stemming from long-standing historic and 
diplomatic disputes. 

With China, South Korea is seeking an agreement 
facilitating supplies cooperation between the two militaries 
during humanitarian aid and rescue missions. 

Experts said the moves are part of Seoul’s strategy to 
diversify its network of security partnerships, not only to fend 
off the North’s threat, but also to tackle uncertain challenges 
of a future multi-polar world.  

“Diversifying military cooperation is part of Seoul’s 
efforts for diversifying diplomatic relations, which South 
Korea wants as it seeks to play a bigger role on the 

international stage,” professor Kim Jong-ha of Hannam 
University said. 

South Korea-Japan military ties  
Closer military ties between South Korea and Japan are 

widely seen as a wider security network centering around the 
two countries, the U.S. and Australia. 

While reducing its defense spending, the U.S. has been 
making its military more flexible while increasingly 
emphasizing cooperation with regional countries. 

The U.S. is becoming increasingly focused on the Asia-
Pacific, seeking enhanced ties with its allies in the region. U.S. 
Defense Secretary Leon Panetta said on Saturday the U.S. 
Navy plans to place 60 percent of its resources in the Asia-
Pacific by 2020. At present the U.S.’ naval assets are divided 
equally between the Pacific and the Atlantic oceans. 

The South Korean government considers military 
cooperation with Japan as being an important step in curbing 
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North Korea’s security threat and promoting stability in the 
region. 

In addition, increased cooperation between the two key 
U.S. allies in the region is a positive factor for the U.S. 
strategy of keeping China in check. 

The two countries had originally planned to sign 
information and supply related agreements at the end of May, 
but Seoul has delayed the process in the face of domestic 
criticism that the matter was handled too hastily.  

According to the Ministry of Defense, the General 
Security of Military Information Agreement with Japan would 
be “essential” to national security as the agreement would 
allow Seoul’s military to keep a closer eye on North Korea. 

Japan’s military possesses a number of high-tech 
surveillance equipment including six Aegis destroyers fitted 
with the latest radar equipment and several early warning 
aircrafts, giving Japan an advantage in monitoring 
developments in North Korea. 

“With regards to the defense industry, South Korea is 
already talking with Japan for increasing cooperation. This 
will help the country develop more advanced equipment, and 
also open export routes,” Kim said. 

As for regional security, however, experts said South 
Korea’s ties with Japan are unlikely to help regional stability 
as they could stir concerns from China and North Korea.  

“Ties with China are more influential on inter-Korean 
relations than relations with Japan, so I don’t think 
strengthening military cooperation with Japan will be directly 
beneficial in terms of inter-Korean security,” Kim said.  

He added that such developments could also cause 
problems in economic relations between Seoul and Beijing.  

“On the outside it is a tool for countering North Korea, 
but from China’s point of view it is ultimately strengthening 
the frame for keeping it in check,” professor Yang Moo-jin of 
the University of North Korean Studies said. 

“In the long run, (increased trilateral military cooperation) 
could result in South Korea, Japan and the U.S. holding a joint 
drill off the coast of Jeju. There is no reason why China would 
take military agreements with Japan well.”  

Observers suspect South Korea has been pressured by the 
U.S. to push defense ties with Japan despite a significant 
political burden. 

Such views are supported by leaked diplomatic 
documents.  

According to diplomatic reports compiled by the U.S. 
Embassy in Japan in 2009, South Korean government officials 
were of the opinion that three-way security talks between 
Seoul, Tokyo and Washington would be of very little help for 
South Korea’s security situation. 

The documents also state that South Korea’s participation 
in the 2008 Defense Trilateral Talks was “entirely due to 
strong U.S. government pressure,” citing a South Korean 
diplomat stationed in Japan. 

Regardless of the agreement with South Korea under 
consideration, Japan’s military appears ready to become more 
active in the region.  

According to reports, Japan’s Ministry of Defense is 
reviewing plans to deploy Aegis destroyers in the international 
waters “near the launch site” when North Korea is scheduled 
to launch long-range rockets.  

Although patrolling in international waters is allowed 
under international laws, a Japanese military vessel operating 
within close proximity to the Korean Peninsula is a thorny 
issue for Korea due to unresolved historical and territorial 
issues. The Japanese government continues to deny its 
involvement in forcing Korean women into sexual slavery for 
its military during Japan’s occupation of Korea. In addition, 
Japan is maintaining that the Dokdo islets in the East Sea are 
its territory. 

South Korean civic organizations and politicians have 
criticized the plans, while North Korea has referred to the 
developments as being in line with a U.S. plan to “conquer the 
world.”  

In addition, such developments could aggravate China, 
which had responded strongly to the South Korea-U.S. joint 
military exercise conducted in the West Sea in 2010. 

South Korea-China defense ties 
Although a military agreement with China remains a far 

more distant prospect, experts say that any military 
cooperation with China that goes beyond humanitarian 
missions will have far-reaching implications for South Korea. 

“Search and rescue missions for pilots and sailors in 
international waters will strengthen mutual trust, but advanced 
cooperation with China could have negative effects on 
Korea’s relations with other countries,” professor Nam Chang-
hee of Inha University said.  

He added that it is too early to be considering military 
agreements when the bilateral relationship is that of strategic 
partners. The Seoul-Beijing relations were upgraded to that of 
strategic partners in 2008. Since then the two nations have 
been holding joint search and rescue exercises and seeking 
ways to increase military exchange.  

“For instance, an information sharing agreement could 
strain the Korea-U.S. alliance because such a pact represents 
risks of secrets shared by Seoul and Washington going into 
China,” Nam said.  

In addition to having the potential to strain the Korea-U.S. 
alliance, increased military cooperation with China Is Likely 
To Affect Seoul’s Relations With North Korea. 

China has long been North Korea’s main ally, and under 
its tacit approval Pyongyang has been strengthening its 
military capabilities. In addition, China is suspected of having 
given Pyongyang technical support in developing long-range 
missiles and its economic aid has allowed the secluded nation 
to dull the impact of international sanctions.  

However, experts say that closer South Korea-China 
military ties could negatively affect inter-Korean relations 
precisely because Pyongyang has such a close relationship 
with China. 

“It is conceivable that Pyongyang will take such 
developments as China cooperating with the South Korean 
and U.S. efforts to bring its regime down. I think that North 
Korea could oppose Seoul-Beijing military agreements as 
strongly as it did the two countries opening diplomatic 
relations in 1992.” University of North Korean Studies’ Yang 
said.  

After Seoul and Beijing established diplomatic relations 
with South Korea on August 24, 1992, North Korea-China 
relations took a sudden dive that lasted for nearly seven years.  

Following the development, no top-level North Korean 
official visited China in an official capacity until president of 
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the Presidium of the Supreme People’s Assembly of North 
Korea Kim Yong-nam visited China in June 1999. 

“If that is the case, Pyongyang could cut out Seoul more 
than it has done so already.” 

Earlier this year North Korea talked directly with the U.S. 
while cutting out South Korean involvement, and succeeded in 

getting the U.S. to promise food aid in return for Pyongyang 
taking steps toward denuclearization. The agreement, 
however, fell apart due to North Korea conducting its long-
range rocket test in April. 
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12. India, Japan To Hold Joint Naval Exercises 
(NEW YORK DAILY NEWS 05 JUN 12) 

Tokyo— The Japan Maritime Self-Defense Force 
(JMSDF) announced Tuesday that it will take part in joint 
naval exercises with the Indian Navy June 9. 

The exercises will take place in Sagami Bay, Kanagawa 
prefecture, Xinhua reported. 

The report said Japan and India have taken part in 
multilateral exercises previously, but this would be the first 
bilateral drill. 

Local media said the Indian Navy has sent four vessels to 
Japan -- a destroyer, a supply ship, a frigate ship and a 
corvette. All vessels arrived at the JMSDF's Yokosuka base 
Tuesday. 

The Japanese side includes two destroyers, a rescue 
aircraft and a patrol helicopter. 
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13. Ties Strengthening Between Vietnam And The U.S. 
(NATIONAL PUBLIC RADIO 05 JUN 12) ... Neal Conan 

The strong relationship between the U.S. and Vietnam 
may seem surprising, given the context of the Vietnam war. 
But The Atlantic's Robert Kaplan says it's key to balancing 
China's rise. To many in Vietnam, the threat China poses 
trumps the wounds of what they remember as the American 
War. 

NEAL CONAN, HOST:  
Defense Secretary Leon Panetta is in Vietnam this week 

in an effort to strengthen ties with government officials and re-
assert U.S. power in the Western Pacific. Vietnam and several 
of its neighbors have turned to the U.S. to fend off the 
ambitions of China, especially China's claim to the South 
China Sea. Oil tankers critical to the economies of Japan, 
South Korea, Taiwan and China sail through those waters, and 
vast deposits of oil and gas lie beneath them. Given our 
history in Vietnam, Hanoi's interest in military cooperation 
with Washington may baffle many Americans, but Atlantic 
national correspondent Robert D. Kaplan explains that things 
look different from a Vietnamese perspective. 

If you've been following this story and have questions for 
Robert Kaplan, give us a call: 800-989-8255. Email: 
talk@npr.org. You can also join the conversation at our 
website. That's at npr.org, click on TALK OF THE NATION. 
Robert D. Kaplan's piece, "The Vietnam Solution" appears in 
this month's issue of The Atlantic. He's chief geopolitical 
analyst for Stratfor Global Intelligence and joins us now from 
that company's headquarters in Austin. Nice to have you with 
us today. 

ROBERT KAPLAN: It's a pleasure to be here, Neal. 
CONAN: And you say you've heard from many 

Vietnamese that the South China Sea is a lot more than just a 
territorial dispute. 

KAPLAN: Yes. For basically two millennia, the 
Vietnamese have faced off against China. For the first 
millennia, the Chinese veritably occupied Vietnam. It was 
basically a province of various Chinese dynasties. And in the 
last thousand years there's been tension and conflict between 
Vietnam and China. The Vietnamese always tell me, we only 
fought one war with you Americans, but we fought dozens 

with China. And now that we've settled our land borders, the 
South China Sea looms as blue national soil, as blue territorial 
soil. And that's how the Chinese look at it too. 

So the Chinese-Vietnamese tension has progressed from 
being a land-bound tension as exhibited in the 1979 war 
between Vietnam and China. Remember, the last war in 
Vietnam was not the American War that we fought. It was the 
war between the Chinese and the Vietnamese in 1979, four 
years after we - the helicopters left the U.S. embassy in 
Saigon. But now the struggle has moved out to sea because, 
Neal, as you said, there may be - there is dispute about this, 
but there may be significant deposits of oil and natural gas 
beneath the seabed of the South China Sea. 

CONAN: As you mentioned in the article, China and 
Vietnam - well, they share waters, other waters, the Gulf of 
Tonkin, a place that many students of Vietnam War history 
will remember. But nevertheless, they were able to settle their 
disagreements there. They basically said let's go 50-50. 

KAPLAN: Yes. Basically, that's what they did, and this 
shows the other side of the Vietnamese-Chinese relationship, 
which is that both countries are governed by communist 
parties that are practicing capitalist policies. So they have that 
in common. And the Gulf of Tonkin was a way for both 
communist parties to show that we can deal with this without 
the Americans. We can, you know, split this up 50-50. But the 
larger - the larger, you know, basin of the South China Sea, 
that's up for dispute. 

Remember, it's not just Vietnam and China that are 
contesting waters in the South China Sea. It's the Philippines, 
Malaysia, Brunei, et cetera, all - you know, each with 
overlapping claims. The claims of one are not the claims of 
the other. And I forgot to mention Taiwan, because every 
claim that China makes Taiwan claims because Taiwan claims 
to be the real China, not the party in power in Beijing. 

CONAN: And China claims pretty much all of the South 
China Sea. 

KAPLAN: Yes. China claims most of the South China 
Sea. It has what is called a nine-dash line that basically 
extends from the Chinese mainland south all the way to the 
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mainland of Malaysia - excuse me - and Indonesia and all the 
way up around up through the Philippines. So the whole 
central portion of the sea is claimed by China. Now, the other 
countries claim this is a ridiculous claim that China is making, 
that it does not conform to the Law of the Sea Treaty. The 
Law of the Sea is really about land not sea. It's like you get 
200 miles off your coast or your continental shelf outward. 
The Law of the Sea would not give China this amount of 
water. China claims that the Law of the Sea only goes back to 
the 1980s, whereas China's claim goes back centuries and it's 
historic. 

CONAN: So this involves nationalism, it involves 
historical disputes, and it involves a great deal. But it's this 
context in which Vietnam and those other states that you 
referred to have been turning more and more to the United 
States as a balancing power. 

KAPLAN: Yes. Now, remember, Vietnam is the top dog 
in this rivalry against China because the Philippines is a weak 
state with weak institutions. The Chinese don't really respect it 
much. Brunei is tiny. Malaysia's claims are much more - 
Malaysia has a much more balanced, even, you know, a 
friendly relationship with China. It's Vietnam that really drives 
the Chinese crazy. Vietnam is the whole western seaboard of 
the South China Sea. And the Vietnamese, they don't love the 
Americans, but they can use the Americans as a balancing 
power, a lever against China. 

Therefore, the Vietnamese are refurbishing the Cam Ranh 
Bay naval facility in order officially to invite in the navies of 
the world to pay port visits. That's the official line. The 
unofficial line is the Vietnamese would like to see more U.S. 
warships in the region off Cam Ranh Bay. The Vietnamese 
have long ago gotten over their dislike of the Americans, 
which - remember, as I write in my piece, that the young 
Vietnamese diplomats that I met in Hanoi recently are further 
removed from the Vietnam War, the American War as they 
call it, than the American baby boomers, you know, in the 
1960s or so were removed from World War II. 

CONAN: And so in this context, the United States, well, 
it has no dog in the South China Sea fight, no claim there 
itself. But Secretary Clinton, last year at a meeting of the 
various interested states, said the United States supports a 
negotiation that would involve all of the parties, which caused 
some Chinese generals to gag on their soup. 

KAPLAN: Yes. Yeah, exactly. And the reason is the 
Chinese do not want all of the parties cooperating on a joint 
strategy. In other words, have them all gang up against China. 
China's strategy is to deal with each country bilaterally, divide 
and conquer, and literally wait as the Chinese navy and air 
force get stronger and stronger relative to the navies and air 
forces of Vietnam and the other countries as each year passes. 
So that over 10 years or 20 years, China becomes the 
dominant power in the region, and the Americans do not seem 
to be willing to let that happen because the South China Sea is 
really where all this - the great sea lines of communication of 
the world coalesce, you know, in terms of bringing of oil, and 
natural gas, and energy and other resources from the Middle 
East where the energy is to Northeast Asia, South Korea, 
Japan and coastal China where the customers are. 

CONAN: And so in this context, Vietnam would have to 
be putting a great deal of trust in, well, the United States, 
which has proven problematical in the past? 

KAPLAN: Yes. It proved problematic in the 1950s 
through 1970s, but it doesn't seemed problematic today. The 
Vietnamese approach the United States from a real pragmatic, 
real politic point of view. And keep this in mind, precisely 
because the Vietnamese defeated the Americans in a war, the 
Vietnamese have no chips on their shoulder, no axes to grind, 
no colonial or post-colonial grudges or hang ups, and they can 
deal with the Americans as equals from a psychological point 
of view. They don't have to make apologies to their neighbors 
for cozying up to the Americans. 

CONAN: They are also, in some ways, mirror images of 
China. There's a lot of the economic development that is 
rapidly happening in China. That's happening in Vietnam, too, 
yet the same kind of contradictions that we see in China: No 
rule of law, a Communist Party that has virtually abandoned 
communism and no intellectual freedom. Well, those are 
mirrored in Vietnam as well. 

KAPLAN: Yes, that's absolutely true. Keep something 
else in mind. Vietnam can't help its geography. It's got a long 
land border with China. It knows that the Americans are half a 
world away, and the Vietnamese can only move so close to the 
Americans without angering China too much. So it's a very 
delicate balance that the Vietnamese have to play, and the 
Americans too. The Vietnamese-American relationship cannot 
get so warm that it really (technical difficulty) China, because 
then the Chinese would have all these arrows in their quiver 
against the Vietnamese. 

And the last thing the Americans want is to have their 
equities with China, you know, trade negotiations, currency 
negotiations, you name it, in danger because America made 
the mistake of moving too close to Vietnam. Ironically, you 
know, the thing that America has to watch out for today is not 
getting close to Vietnam - we're already close in a de facto 
sense - but becoming too close so that we really, you know, 
anger Beijing. 

CONAN: We're talking Robert D. Kaplan about his piece 
in The Atlantic, "The Vietnam Solution." There's a link to it at 
our website. Go to npr.org, click on TALK OF THE 
NATION. And you're listening to TALK OF THE NATION 
from NPR News. In the world, as it exist today, mirror images 
- you say, the Vietnamese are not concerned, really, about 
Arab Spring-type changes but more about the example of 
Tiananmen Square, now 32 years ago. 

KAPLAN: Yes. That's right. Tiananmen Square was a 
time of economic ferment in China, where it wasn't just 
students who was upset. It was various classes in Chinese 
society. And the Vietnamese communist regime - remember, it 
still is a communist regime, or at least an authoritarian one - is 
very up, you know, is very nervous. Vietnam has a high 
degree of corruption, of nepotism, of inflation. No, that's been 
coming down a little bit recently. So that - the regime is 
nervous in Vietnam, and it has essentially the same challenge 
that the regime in Beijing has. 

Communism is no longer a philosophical organizing 
principle of the government. Therefore, the government has to 
buy or bribe the people to like the government by delivering 
significant high economic growth rates each year. You know, 
the government is only tolerated so long as it can succeed, and 
this is, you know, this is an anxiety that Hanoi - the people in 
power in Hanoi share with the people in power in Beijing. 
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CONAN: Here's an email question from Andy: Please 
comment on the roles of Japan and Korea. The Japanese, I 
wouldn't think, will sit idly by and watch China build a blue-
water navy. 

KAPLAN: Well, that, you know, we basically disparaged 
Japan in recent years, saying it's got a stagnant economy, 
they've got a quasi-pacifistic outlook towards their military. 
But Japan's so-called stagnant economy is still the largest - 
third largest economy in the world. It has a very capable 
military. It's got four times as many warships as the British 
Royal Navy, great niche capacities and special forces and 
diesel-electric - the latest diesel-electric submarines. And 
Japan's lifeline for energy is the South China Sea. So Japan is 
very nervous about a China that is increasing its air and naval 
capabilities by leaps and bounds. 

CONAN: Let's see if we'd get a caller in. This is Dave, 
Dave on the line with us from Denver. 

DAVE: Thank you very much for taking the call. My 
question is where does SEATO, the Southeast Asia Treaty 
Organization fit in the emerging calculus with regard to the 
disposition of the South China Sea and its resources? And a 
follow-up is could this issue, with regard to the South China 
Sea, prove a tipping point for China making an earnest effort 
to retake Taiwan? 

KAPLAN: OK. On the first question, the issue is really 
ASEAN, the Association for Southeast Asian Nations, and 
ASEAN is nowhere near being as strong as the European 
Union with all of Europe's problems. But ASEAN has been - 
has becoming more of a factor as each year goes along, and 
the Chinese would like to prevent ASEAN from getting 
involved more deeply in South China Sea issues because 
again, the Chinese don't want to deal with all of these littoral 

countries as a group. It wants to deal with them separately in a 
divide-and-conquer strategy. 

Taiwan is sort of a cork in the bottle at the top of the 
South China Sea. It connects the, you know, the conflict 
systems of the South China Sea with that of Northeast Asia 
and the Korean Peninsula. Taiwan and China, you know, have 
conflicting claims for of all the islands in the South China Sea. 
Remember, Taiwan also adheres to the cow's tongue or the 
nine-dash line. The only difference it has with Beijing is it 
claims that it's the real government of all of China, not 
Beijing. 

Interestingly, I was just recently out to the Pratas Island in 
the South China Sea, which is occupied by Taiwan, though 
mainland China claims it. And this will give you a picture of 
what this is really all about. The Pratas Island is the largest 
island in the South China Sea, but it's less than two miles long 
and only half a mile wide including a lagoon. 

It's basically a runway a few inches above water with a 
few buildings clustered around it. And this is what people are 
fighting over or, you know, or have a rivalry over, these 
essentially runways in the middle of the ocean because near 
these runway - these runways give Taiwan or anyone else 
power projection capability. 

And because there maybe oil and natural gas around these 
regions, these claims really get contentious. But I don't see 
that China will allow South China Sea issues to make it more 
truculent in any - in terms of an invasion of Taiwan. 

CONAN: Robert Kaplan, thanks very much for your time. 
Tomorrow, Christopher Buckley will be with us. It's the 
TALK OF THE NATION from NPR News. 

Listen to Audio Clip: (RT 17:03) 
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14. Vice Admiral DK Joshi Named New Navy Chief 
(THE TIMES OF INDIA 06 JUN 12) ... Rajat Pandit 

NEW DELHI: The government on Tuesday cleared the 
name of Vice Admiral Devender Kumar Joshi as the new 
Navy chief after Admiral Nirmal Verma retires on August 31. 
With the Navy slowly emerging into a powerful three-
dimensional force capable of responding to India's geo-
strategic demands from the Persian Gulf to Strait of Malacca, 
Admiral Joshi's three-year tenure will be crucial for this 
"transformation'' underway.  

For one, India hopes to make its nuclear weapons triad — 
the capability to launch nukes from the air, land and sea — 
operational next year by inducting the indigenous nuclear-
powered submarine INS Arihant, armed with the "K'' series of 
nuclear-tipped ballistic missiles. The Navy is also 
"integrating'' INS Chakra, the nuclear-powered Akula-II class 
submarine leased from Russia for 10 years, into its combat 

fleet. For another, the force will also induct the 44,570-tonne 
aircraft carrier INS Vikramaditya (Admiral Gorshkov) from 
Russia next year, in a major step towards achieving its long-
standing aim to have two carrier battle-groups even as India 
and China grapple for the same strategic space in Indian 
Ocean.  

Admiral Joshi, the present Western Naval Command 
chief, who has commanded India's solitary aircraft carrier INS 
Viraat during his long career after being commissioned in 
April, 1974, will also be at the helm when his force transforms 
into a "networked-enabled Navy''. The linchpin for this will be 
the dedicated geo-stationary naval surveillance and 
communications satellite slated for launch within a month or 
so. 
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15. PM, Panetta Discuss Military Strategy 
U.S. defence secy asks India to be more active in Afghanistan 
(ECONOMIC TIMES (INDIA) 06 JUN 12) ... Our Political Bureau, New Delhi 

Soon after announcing details of Washington's plans to 
'rebalance' its military strategy in Asia-Pacific, US defence 
secretary Leon Panetta discussed its implications with Prime 
Minister Manmohan Singh here on Tuesday. The US views 
India as a vital partner in the Asia-Pacific region. 

Panetta, who is on a two-day tour to Delhi, had an hour-
long meeting with the prime minister at his 7 Race Course 
residence, during which he is believed to have touched upon 
Af-Pak and military trade. 
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Panetta has come with a mission to encourage New Delhi 
to play a more active role in Afghanistan, at a time when the 
US-Pak ties are fragile. India has focused on reconstruction 
work in Afghanistan. India's concerns over Pakistan's role in 
aiding and abetting terror are also expected to figure in talks. 

Panetta is understood to have discussed the issues with 
national security advisor Shivshankar Menon and will meet 
defence minister AK Antony on Wednesday. Panetta, who is 
visiting India for the first time after assuming office last year, 
will deliver a lecture on 'Indo-US Defence Relations' at the 
Institute for Defence Studies and Analyses, followed by an 
interactive session, which will be his only public event during 
the visit. 

According to a US embassy release, "secretary Panetta 
underscored the link India plays between east and west Asia 
and how the United States views India as a net provider of 
security from the Indian Ocean to Afghanistan and beyond. 
The leaders discussed US-India defence relationship... and 
common security challenges." 

The Pentagon chief, who has been touring Asia over the 
past nine days, had said at a security conference in Singapore 
on Saturday that the US will shift a majority of its warships to 
the Asia-Pacific region by 2020. 

It would maintain six aircraft carriers in the region in the 
long run and rebalance its fleet so that 60% of its other 
warships would be assigned to the Pacific by 2020, compared 
to 50% now. He, however, tried to dismiss speculation that the 
shift was designed to contain China's emergence as a global 
power. 

He also said Washington's bolstering its military presence 
in the Asia-Pacific would be through alliances - joint exercises 
and operations - rather than setting up bases. President Barack 
Obama had unraveled the "Pivot to Asia" strategy blueprint in 
January. The US has already enlisted support of countries like 
Japan, Australia, South Korea and Vietnam. 
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16. Phl, US To Share Real-Time Info On Security Developments 
(PHILIPPINE STAR 05 JUN 12) ... Alexis Romero 

Philippine and US security officials yesterday vowed to 
engage in “real-time information sharing” on security 
developments and reaffirmed their commitment to the Mutual 
Defense Treaty (MDT). 

These were discussed during a meeting yesterday between 
Defense Undersecretary Honorio Azcueta and Gen. Martin 
Dempsey, chairman of the US Joint Chiefs of Staff, in Camp 
Aguinaldo, Quezon City. 

“We discussed information sharing, realtime information 
sharing,” Azcueta told reporters after the meeting. 

“We welcome his visit and we appreciate it and it is a 
manifestation of their commitment to us under the Mutual 
Defense Treaty and we have a strong and vibrant security and 
military relationship as well as cooperation,” he said. 

The MDT was signed by the Philippines and US in 1951 
“to declare publicly and formally their sense of unity and their 
common determination to defend themselves against external 
armed attack.” 

The treaty also seeks “to strengthen their present efforts 
for collective defense for the preservation of peace and 
security.” 

Under the treaty, the two countries, separately or jointly, 
shall maintain and develop their individual and collective 
capacity to resist armed attack. 

The US has vowed to honor its commitment under the 
treaty but remains silent as to whether it would be invoked in 
case tension escalates in Panatag (Scarborough) Shoal. 

The Communist Party of the Philippines (CPP), for its 
part, said the Filipino should be wary of the US plan to boost 
its presence in the Asia-Pacific region. 

In a statement, CPP claimed the Aquino regime and the 
US have been discussing arrangements that would provide 
American forces greater access to Philippine land, water and 
airspace. 

It added that the government would provide support 
facilities for the docking and refurbishing of US warships and 
stationing of US troops and base for the operations of US spy 
and attack drones. 

Azcueta said the modernization of the military was also 
brought up during the meeting. 

“We informed him ( Dempsey) that we (had given) them 
a list (of equipment), if they can provide us with their excess 
defense articles,” he said. 

Azcueta said the list includes long-range patrol aircraft 
and radars. The list was forwarded by defense officials to the 
US government during the bilateral strategic dialogue last 
January. 

The US military officer, however, did not provide any 
specific commitment on the matter. 

“He (Dempsey) said he knows about the list... He did not 
say anything. That was just the statement so it’s just a courtesy 
call,” Azcueta said. 

Azcueta and Dempsey also emphasized the need for more 
bilateral exercises to enhance the US and Philippine troops’ 
interoperability. 

With Delon Porcalla, Jaime Laude 
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17. Philippine-American Ties Warm Amid South China Sea Dispute 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 06 JUN 12) ... James Hookway and Brian Spegele 

Philippine President Benigno Aquino III is scheduled to 
arrive in the U.S. on Wednesday on a visit to strengthen 
warming ties between the two countries, even as tensions 

continue between Manila and Beijing in the contested waters 
of the South China Sea. 

On Tuesday, those tensions appeared to cool slightly, 
after the Philippine government said that China and the 
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Philippines had pulled back maritime-surveillance vessels 
from the center of a contested shoal, where they have been 
locked in a weekslong standoff over territorial rights. 

The Philippines' Department of Foreign Affairs said 
China withdrew two coast-guard vessels from a lagoon at the 
middle of Scarborough Shoal, 119 nautical miles, or about 220 
kilometers, off the Philippines' northeast coast. A Philippine 
fisheries protection vessel also partially withdrew in a move 
the Philippines said it hoped would ease tensions. 

"We have been conducting diplomatic consultations with 
China and the result is the pullout," said Philippine Foreign 
Affairs Department spokesman Raul Hernandez. "It is part of 
the process of defusing tension in the area." 

The moves didn't mark a full drawdown, however, as both 
countries are keeping government ships in adjoining areas just 
outside the lagoon, leaving them ready to re-enter if tensions 
rise again. There are also some Chinese fishing vessels still in 
the area. The two countries have announced previous efforts to 
ratchet down tensions, which have failed as the countries 
assert their claims to the resource-rich waters. 

A spokesman for China's Foreign Ministry, Liu Weimin, 
said in a statement Tuesday that Chinese "administrative" 
ships remained deployed near Scarborough Shoal, which 
China calls Huangyan Island and the Philippines calls Bajo de 
Masinloc. 

"Chinese fishing vessels in the lagoon are operating under 
normal conditions," Mr. Liu added. "They are no longer 
receiving interference." 

Scarborough Shoal is inside what the Philippines says is 
its exclusive economic waters under the United Nations 
definition, while China disputes any claim in the area by the 
Philippines. 

That has heightened ill feelings in the broader South 
China Sea, which already is the site of several competing 
sovereignty claims and which is believed to contain large 
reserves of oil and natural gas beneath the seabed. 

In addition, the South China Sea includes some of the 
world's busiest shipping lanes and security issues in the area 
are a major source of concern for the U.S., which is now 
stepping up its diplomatic and military engagement in East 
and Southeast Asia, drawing complaints from China. 

Mr. Aquino has said he would raise the issue in his 
meeting with U.S. President Barack Obama scheduled for 
Friday, and predicted that British Prime Minister David 

Cameron, whom he is set to meet Wednesday in London, is 
likely to inquire about the situation in the South China Sea. 

"It is a body of water where quite a substantial amount of 
world trade has to pass through. So it's a matter of concern for 
everybody," Mr. Aquino said. 

U.S. Secretary of State Hillary Clinton infuriated China in 
2010 when she said Washington has an interest in ensuring 
that the South China Sea should remain open to navigation 
amid the continuing territorial disputes there. 

Since then, the U.S. has strengthened ties with Mr. 
Aquino's administration, which was elected in 2010. The U.S. 
recently handed over a second refitted coast-guard cutter to the 
Philippines to help bolster its meager defenses. 

The two governments also are discussing ways to enhance 
the U.S.'s military presence in the Philippines, which numbers 
several hundred troops who rotate in and out of the country in 
order to help train and advise Philippine armed forces in their 
efforts to eliminate Islamist terrorists in the deep south of the 
country. 

The Philippines could emerge as a key part in the long-
term U.S. security strategy in Asia and the Pacific. U.S. 
Defense Secretary Leon Panetta said over the weekend in 
Singapore that the U.S. aims to station 60% of its naval fleet 
in Asia by 2020, up from about 50% now, reflecting how the 
U.S. security concerns are shifting toward Asia after a decade 
focused on the Middle East and Afghanistan. 

Mr. Liu, the China Foreign Ministry spokesman, Monday 
described Washington's plans to scale up its military presence 
in the region as "untimely," and said all parties should focus 
on maintaining peace and stability in the region. 

Mr. Aquino, who arrives in the U.S. late Wednesday, is 
also likely to discuss growing trade relationships and ways to 
step up investment in the Philippines during his visits to 
Britain and the U.S. Once one of Asia's laggards, the 
Philippines is performing much more strongly after Mr. 
Aquino launched a drive to tackle corruption and reduce waste 
from government spending. 

His initiative helped lead the country to a series of credit-
rating upgrades in recent months, restoring investor 
confidence in the country. In the first quarter of 2012, gross 
domestic product rose 6.4% on year compared with 4.9% 
growth in the 2011 period. 
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18. Australian Navy Gets New Ship 
(UPI 05 JUN 12) 

CANBERRA, Australia -- Australia has officially taken 
possession of an Offshore Support Vessel from the Norwegian 
navy, defense officials reported. 

The Skandi Bergen, which will be re-named Australian 
Defense Vessel Ocean Shield, will be used to transport troop 
and materiel for humanitarian missions such as disaster relief, 
Minister for Defense Stephen Smith and Minister for Defense 
Materiel Jason Clare said. 

Possession of the vessel occurred in Norway. It is 
expected to arrive in Australia next month. 

The ship weighs more than 7,000 tons. It is about 344 feet 
long and 68 feet wide. It features a helipad. 

The ADV Ocean Shield will join the Australian navy's 
two amphibious ships, the HMAS Choules and HMAS 
Tobruk. 

Australia said purchase of the ship will ensure disaster 
relief capability while the country awaits acquisition of two 
new Landing Helicopter Dock ships in a few years time. 

The Defense Ministry said that after the first new LHD is 
introduced into service the Ocean Shield will be transferred to 
Customs and Border Protection.  
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19. New Zealand, NATO Sign Partnership Agreement 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 05 JUN 12) 

WELLINGTON, New Zealand — New Zealand has 
signed a partnership agreement with NATO. 

The agreement states that despite its distance from 
member nations, New Zealand can partner with NATO on 
issues like terrorism, military training and intelligence. 

Prime Minister John Key says the agreement formalizes 
and builds on a relationship that goes back to 2003, when New 
Zealand first sent troops to Afghanistan. About 145 New 

Zealand troops remain in Afghanistan but they are to pull out 
next year. 

Key signed the agreement Monday in Brussels with 
NATO Secretary-General Anders Fogh Rasmussen. 

The agreement comes as New Zealand seeks a non-
permanent spot on the U.N. Security Council during 2015-16. 
New Zealand has also been strengthening military ties with the 
U.S. 
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20. Canada Is Moving To Boost Its Military Presence In Asia 
(THE GLOBE AND MAIL (CA) 05 JUN 12) ... Campbell Clark 

Canadian Defence Minister Peter MacKay spent the 
weekend in talks with Asian defence ministers in Singapore, 
toured a potential site there for a “hub” for Canadian military 
operations, and announced Sunday that 1,400 Canadian 
sailors, soldiers and air force personnel will take part in 
Pacific Rim military exercises with allies. 

The Harper government's plan comes as Canada aims to 
expand ties with China and other Asian emerging economies. 
But it also reflects a desire to match the shift of power to Asia 
led by China's buildup of military might. 

The United States is also signalling it is shifting its 
presence away from Europe and Africa and toward Asia – a 
strategy Beijing has eyed warily. China's territorial claims 
over islands and waters in the South China Sea have worried 
neighbours like Vietnam and the Philippines, raising concerns 
of potential military clashes. 

Asia's military spending will this year surpass Europe's 
for the first time, according to the International Institute for 
Strategic Studies. 

In an interview Monday from Bangkok, where he was 
meeting Thai military officials, Mr. MacKay said beefing up 
Canadian military credibility in the Pacific will involve 
political engagement, more exchanges and more presence. 

“We're doing the rounds, signalling Canada's intention to 
reassert our credentials in the Pacific,” Mr. MacKay said. 

At the meeting in Singapore – the so-called Shangri-La 
dialogue, which brings together southeast Asian defence 
ministers with other Pacific nations like the United States, 
Australia, and China – U.S. Defence Secretary Leon Panetta 
announced that 60 per cent of the U.S. Navy fleet will be 
stationed in the Pacific by 2020, and only 40 per cent in the 
Atlantic. The Navy is now roughly evenly split between the 
two. 

Canada's own shift toward the Pacific is not so muscular, 
and doesn't involve a large permanent presence. 

One sign of its desire to show its presence in the Pacific 
Rim is a Canadian Forces contingent of more than 1,400 being 
sent to the biannual Rim of The Pacific military exercise. This 
is occurring even in a time of Defence Department cutbacks: 
Five ships, a submarine, 15 planes, including fighter jets, 
surveillance planes and refuellers, as well as helicopters, dive 
teams, and 150 infantry soldiers will take part in the exercise 
that runs between June 29 and Aug. 3. 

The military “hub” Canada is looking for in southeast 
Asia, possibly in Singapore, will be small, a “light footprint,” 
Mr. MacKay said. In Singapore, he looked at a port facility 
near an airfield, he said. 

Mr. MacKay's attendance at the Shangri-La dialogue, an 
increasingly important meeting of defence chiefs from 28 
countries named after the Singapore hotel where it is held, was 
itself notable. Canadian defence ministers have not always 
attended since it began in 2002, while it has become a must-
attend meeting seen in Asia as a signal of interest in regional 
security. 

“We've been sporadic in attending things like the Shangri-
La dialogues,” Mr. MacKay said. Now Canada not only has to 
attend such meetings, but follow through with deeds, he said: 
“We need to be present.” 

He noted that Canada has trade interests in Asia, and is 
trying to expand ties with emerging economies there. And 
there are deep security interests for the world, as so much 
commerce, 1,000 ships a day, pass through the Straits of 
Malacca, which links the Pacific to the Indian Ocean, and is 
still plagued by piracy. 
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PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
21. Navy Issues Guidance For Sailors Transitioning From Active To Reserve 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 05 JUN 12) ... Navy Personnel Command Public Affairs 

MILLINGTON, Tenn. -- The Navy announced guidance 
streamlining the transition from active duty to Selected 
Reserves (SELRES) through Perform to Serve (PTS) or Early 
Career Transition Program (ECTP) in a message released June 
5.  

NAVADMIN 179/12 outlines a new process for active 
duty and full-time-support Sailors transitioning to the 

SELRES via PTS or ECTP to receive Navy Personnel 
Command (NPC)-funded separation orders with an 
intermediate stop at their requested Navy Operational Support 
Center (NOSC). 

"The benefit is a seamless transition from active duty to 
the Reserves," said Master Chief Navy Counselor (SW/AW) 
Joe Mack, NPC Career Transition Office (CTO). "Before 
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Navy established CTO, a Sailor would have to separate from 
the Navy and contact a Reserve recruiter in order to join the 
Reserves, which could take months. CTO continues to 
streamline the process." 

According to the message, Sailors who receive a SELRES 
quota through PTS or ECTP must use Career Management 
System/Interactive Detailing (CMS/ID) to select a NOSC 
nearest to the area they intend to reside after release from 
active duty. 

Working with their command career counselor, a 
completed Reserve affiliation screening checklist must be 
forwarded to CTO to ensure completion of all required 
enlistment and Reserve affiliation documents prior to the 
Sailor beginning terminal leave.  

Transitioning Sailors who complete this process at least 
two months prior to separation will receive funded orders from 
their command to their NOSC where they will complete their 
release from active duty (separation) processing and Reserve 
affiliation. Under this process Sailors affiliating with a NOSC 
greater than 50 miles from their residence are authorized up to 
three days per diem while completing their active duty to 
SELRES processing at the NOSC. 

"This process will take an active duty Sailor affiliating 
with the SELRES from their current assignment to their 
NOSC without a break in service," said Mack. 

Failure to comply with the process outlined in the 
message may cause delays in transitioning and require the 
Sailor to complete separation processing from their active 
component command. The Sailor will incur the expense in 
reporting to their selected NOSC.  

The CTO was established under the Navy's continuum of 
service initiative to ease the transition of personnel from active 
duty to Reserve billets, decrease transition processing times 
and error rates, and increase Reserve affiliation among 
qualified Sailors leaving active duty. Since it's inception CTO 
has assisted 1,021 enlisted Sailors with their transition from 
the active duty to the Reserve component. 

The Navy Reserve offers a two-year deployment 
deferment for Sailors who join the Reserve within six months 
of leaving active duty.  

SELRES service requires a minimum commitment of one 
weekend a month and two weeks every year. However, 
flexible drilling options may be made available depending 
upon Reserve unit requirements and procedures. 

For more information, read NAVADMIN 179/12 
available in the message section at www.npc.navy.mil.  
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22. Schools Cooperating With New Order, VA Says 
(NAVY TIMES 05 JUN 12) ... Cid Standifer 

The Veterans Affairs Department has sent letters to 
dozens of schools explaining how it plans to administer 
President Obama’s recent executive order asking colleges to 
adhere to “principles of excellence” when it comes to 
recruiting and enrolling veterans. 

Officials say that so far, colleges have been 
overwhelmingly positive about the new policies. 

In April, Obama called on VA to draft the principles of 
excellence, which would require schools to disclose cost and 
quality information to prospective military students, eschew 
“deceptive recruiting practices” and “provide high-quality 
academic and student support services.” The order asks VA to 
publicize a list of schools that agree to follow the principles. 

Curtis Coy, VA’s deputy undersecretary for economic 
opportunity, told Military Times on Tuesday that the 
administration sent an implementation letter to 64 schools on 
May 31. Of those, 61 agreed to follow the principles, while the 
remaining three had questions. 

Meanwhile, VA has set up webinars about the executive 
order for school officials on Thursday and Friday, each of 

which can host 1,000 participants. Coy said the number of 
people signed up for Thursday’s webinar is already at 
maximum capacity. 

On a related issue, VA has also begun the process of 
trademarking the term “GI Bill,” which Obama’s executive 
order demanded to prevent schools from using the term on 
their websites to mislead veterans. 

Coy said VA has not yet decided how to deal with 
nonprofit veterans organizations that want to use the term on 
independently run informational websites. 

“The short answer is, we’re working on all of those 
things,” Coy said. 

The executive order “was only issued a few weeks ago,” 
he said. “We’ve got groups working on implementing all 
aspects of the president’s executive order, and he has a report 
that we’re required to provide within 90 days, so we’re 
hustling to meet those deadlines.” 
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23. Sailor Reunites With Dog After 18 Month Deployment 
(FIRST COAST NEWS ABC25 (JACKSONVILLE, FL) 05 JUN 12) 

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. -- It's a reunion 18 months in the 
making between a First Coast sailor and his dog. 

Jose Benavides was supposed to be deployed to 
Afghanistan for a short tour, only six weeks. So he adopted his 
dog, Homie, before he left. 

But Benavides' deployment was extended to a year and a 
half! 

That entire time, the Happy Dog Inn boarded his pup and 
even sent regular updates: pictures of Homie and letters with 
his paw print.  
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Tuesday, the Happy Dog Inn had a surprise "Welcome 
Home" party for the sailor and he and his dog were finally 
reunited. 

First on the "To Do" list?  A trip to Pets Mart for some 
doggie treats and a trip to the dog park. 

View clip (RT 1:15) 
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FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
24. Defense Chiefs Signal Job Cuts 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 06 JUN 12) ... Nathan Hodge 

WASHINGTON—U.S. defense contractors are preparing 
to disclose mass job cutbacks ahead of November elections if 
Congress fails to reach a deficit-reduction deal by then, 
industry officials said. 

Firms including Lockheed Martin Corp., Boeing Co.and 
Northrop Grumman Corp.may idle thousands of workers at the 
beginning of the year, they said, when more than $50 billion in 
new defense cuts could take effect—along with similar 
reductions across federal agencies. 

The layoff threat promises to put a spotlight back on the 
federal budget impasse and signals the start of a campaign by 
contractors to get Congress to rescind the requirement for 
mandatory cuts. It also comes as U.S. job gains have slowed, 
pushing up the unemployment rate. 

"It is quite possible that we will need to notify employees 
in the September and October time frame that they may or 
may not have a job in January, depending upon whether 
sequestration does or doesn't take effect," Robert Stevens, 
chairman of Lockheed Martin, the Pentagon's biggest supplier 
with operations in California, Georgia and Texas, said last 
week. He said the industry plans a "full-throated voice" to 
draw attention to the possible cuts. 

Defense manufacturers and their suppliers employ around 
1 million workers combined, and their facilities are found in 
congressional districts around the country. Adding to the 
political impact, some of the industry's biggest employers 
have facilities in election battleground states. Ohio, for 
instance, is home to a General Dynamics Corp.tank-
manufacturing plant while BAE Systems makes armored 
vehicles in York, Pa. 

Defense industry officials said that they will have to 
notify employees of potential layoffs 60 or 90 days ahead of 
time, in line with state and federal plant-closing laws. 

The Worker Adjustment and Retraining and Notification 
Act, a federal law also known as the WARN act, requires 
companies to notify employees in advance of mass layoffs and 
plant closings. Requirements vary, but the shutdown must 
affect 50 or more employees, or more than a third of the 
employer's active workforce at a facility. 

Lockheed's Mr. Stevens said the across-the-board cuts 
would also hit suppliers, which may have to be notified in 
advance that they may not have subcontracts early next year. 

An industry representative said "hundreds of thousands of 
notices" could go out to employees, unless there is clear 
guidance from the government about what specific jobs and 
programs might be affected. 

As part of last year's Budget Control Act, the defense 
industry is already planning for an initial round of defense cuts 
that reduce defense outlays by around $487 billion over the 
next decade. 

But the failure last year of a special congressional panel to 
hash out a deficit-reduction deal triggers a provision in the law 
that calls for the defense budget to be cut by more than $50 
billion a year, or roughly 10% of the agency's $531 billion 
base budget, over 10 years. 

Unless Congress changes the law, those cuts take effect at 
the beginning of January. 

"Sequestration is already here," said an industry official, 
noting a recent slowdown in military spending with military 
services delaying the award of new contracts or reducing the 
quantity of orders in anticipation of deeper spending cuts. 

Defense Secretary Leon Panetta has urged Congress to 
reverse the cuts, but industry observers say they don't expect 
lawmakers to begin serious discussions over how to avoid the 
defense cuts until after the November elections. Restoring 
defense funding would require cuts to other government 
programs or a tax increase. 

"I think most people agree that it is unlikely that 
sequestration or the tax cuts get dealt with prior to the 
election," said Northrop Grumman CEO Wes Bush. "The 
window isn't that long between the 6th of November and the 
end of the year." 

Republican lawmakers have proposed alternatives to the 
sweeping military cuts, including partially offsetting defense 
cuts with increases in domestic-spending reductions. Sen. 
Harry Reid (D., Nev.) has countered that he would prefer 
sequestration unless Republicans agree to include tax 
increases in any deal. 

Adding to the uncertainty over the budget cuts is how, 
exactly, the Pentagon will impose the cuts. Most in the 
industry believe that the cuts will affect all programs across-
the-board, meaning that military services will have less 
discretion to spare higher-priority programs from the budget 
ax. 

"The Department of Defense is not currently planning for 
sequestration," said Lt. Col. Elizabeth Robbins, a Pentagon 
spokeswoman. "The Office of Management and Budget has 
not directed agencies, including DoD, to initiate any plans for 
sequestration." 

Automatic cuts may hit separate wartime spending 
accounts, once believed to be exempt from sequestration. 
Congress funds the war in Afghanistan and other military 
operations through an account called "overseas contingency 
operations," which is separate from the Pentagon's base 
budget. The administration requested $88 billion in fiscal 2013 
to cover wartime costs. 

In a May 25 letter to Rep. Paul Ryan (R., Wis.), chairman 
of the House budget committee, acting White House budget 
director Jeffrey Zients said the war funding would be "subject 
to sequester," although the president could exempt military 
personnel costs. 
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Rep. Howard McKeon (R., Calif.) the chairman of the 
House Armed Services Committee, said he was disappointed 
in the administration's interpretation of the law. "Of course 

now more than ever, it is the troops on the front lines in 
Afghanistan who will bear the brunt of sequestration," he said. 
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25. Cost To Repair Fire-Damaged Sub In Maine Set At $400 Million 
That's the Navy's initial estimate, but it's still unclear whether the USS Miami can be saved. 
(PORTLAND (ME) PRESS HERALD 06 JUN 12) ... David Hench, Staff Writer 

Navy officials issued a preliminary cost estimate Tuesday 
of $400 million to repair the nuclear submarine that burned 
last month at the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard in Kittery – if the 
sub can be fixed at all. 

Navy investigators are still examining the USS Miami to 
determine the extent of the damage and whether the vessel can 
be saved. The Navy must be sure that the steel hull was not 
damaged so badly that it cannot withstand the intense pressure 
of the deep ocean. 

Fire broke out in the forward compartments of the 
submarine May 23 and burned for 10 hours as firefighters 
from three states fought to extinguish it. 

Members of Maine's congressional delegation said the 
shipyard is in a good position to make the repairs if the Navy 
decides to go ahead. 

"That ($400 million) number certainly could change, but I 
think it's a workable figure and I'm optimistic that this means 
the boat is repairable, that the work can be done at Kittery and 
the Navy will be able to come up with the money for the 
repair," said U.S. Rep. Chellie Pingree, D-Maine, who toured 
the submarine Monday. Pingree is a member of the House 
Armed Services Committee. 

Sen. Susan Collins, R-Maine, is a member of the Senate 
Armed Services Committee, which has a Defense 
Appropriations subcommittee that may be in a position to seek 
additional money in the defense spending bill to make the 
repairs. The House has already passed its version of the bill. 

"Should the Navy determine ... that the Miami can safely 
operate following repairs, I stand ready to work to help ensure 
the Navy has the necessary funds," Collins said. 

She said the dry dock at the shipyard where the USS 
Miami was getting a 20-month engineered refueling overhaul 
was due to be vacant for 14 months once work on the Miami 

was finished. That means extended repairs can be done 
without affecting the Navy's current maintenance schedule. 

The $400 million repair estimate is twice the cost of the 
initial overhaul, which was intended to extend the Miami's 
useful life by 10 years. But it's a fraction of the roughly $2 
billion it costs to build the latest generation of submarines, the 
Virginia class. 

Pingree's spokesman, Willy Ritch, said it is not clear 
whether the $400 million would be in addition to the $200 
million already budgeted for the overhaul. 

The Miami, a Los Angeles-class attack submarine, cost 
$900 million to build in 1990. 

The number of U.S. attack submarines is projected to 
drop in the coming years as older submarines are retired more 
quickly than they are replaced. Pingree said Monday that the 
Navy had 98 submarines in the late 1980s and will have 43 in 
2020. A 1999 Defense Department study recommended a 
minimum of 55 submarines in 2015 and 62 in 2025. 

Navy officials have said that makes each submarine 
increasingly important. 

The cost of repairing the Miami after the fire would have 
been higher, but many pieces of expensive equipment had 
been removed as part of the overhaul. Also, the fire did not 
damage the rear half of the sub, where the nuclear propulsion 
system is located. 

Pingree was notified of the repair estimate Monday night 
in a telephone call from Navy officials, Ritch said. 

"When I was at the yard (Monday), every indication I got 
from the workers there was that they could fix the Miami," 
Pingree said in a news release. "Nothing is official yet, but this 
preliminary estimate gives us more reason to believe the ship 
will be repaired right here in Kittery." 
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26. Navy Forum Offers Input On Future Sonar Activity At Sea For Training 
Plans call for tripling its use during next 5 years; public comments accepted 
(FLORIDA TIMES-UNION 06 JUN 12) ... William Browning 

With the United States having spent the past decade-plus 
engaged in two land wars that are now winding down, the U.S. 
Navy is re-focusing its training efforts on maritime threats. 

That means preparing for anti-submarine and mine 
warfare. That, in turn, means using more sonar at sea, 
according to Jene Nissen, the Atlantic Fleet training and 
testing program project manager. 

During the next five years, the Navy intends to triple the 
use of sonar activity, which the National Marine Fisheries 
Service permitted in 2009. That permit is good through the 
end of 2013. 

When the upcoming training exercises begin in 2014, the 
Navy will need a new permit to run through 2019. That permit 
will need to allow for the increase in sonar usage. 

Computer research shows that during the exercises marine 
mammals will face thousands of more chances to be affected 
by sonar. 

This includes behavioral changes, like dolphins or whales 
leaving a specific area where testing is taking place. 

“The potential exists, and it probably will occur, that 
marine mammals will be harassed,” Nissen said. “We know 
that’s going to occur. But we’re seeing that after a time period, 
once that training ends, the animals come back to where we 
were.” 

Still, the Navy says it will work to mitigate those 
problems by steady research and searching for mammals over 
the water before the exercises begin. Nissen also said the 
exercises do not last for days at a time, but rather for hours. 
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During the past few years, the Navy had 25 researchers 
run about 6,000 computer simulations to study how different 
species react to sonar, said Peter Hulton, program manager for 
the marine species model team. 

On Tuesday at the Prime Osborn Convention Center, a 
handful of Navy researchers and officials held an open 
meeting to give the public a chance to comment on and learn 
about the new training. A handful of First Coast residents 
came. 

The area where the training and testing activities will 
happen runs from the tip of Maine to the Gulf of Mexico, 
covering roughly 2.6 million square nautical miles. 

Three other public meetings are scheduled to take place in 
coming weeks in Panama City, Virginia and North Carolina. 

The Navy is accepting written comments on the training 
and permit through July 10. Comments may be submitted at 
AFTTEIS.com. 
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27. Congress Seeks Cuts, But Navy Touts Energy Plan 
(NAVY TIMES 05 JUN 12) ... Joshua Stewart 

While Congress is looking to tighten the Navy’s energy 
initiatives, the service is on the offensive and touting the long-
term cost savings that green efforts will reap. 

Speaking at awards ceremonies Tuesday at the United 
States Naval Memorial in Washington, D.C., senior officers 
and civilian officials said new energy initiatives will reduce 
defense spending without sacrificing capabilities. 

“Taking the long view is really important,” said Monica 
Medina, a special assistant to Defense Secretary Leon Panetta 
responsible for energy and environmental matters. 

Cutting costs and increasing efficiencies through 
environmental and energy programs is a priority in the 
secretary’s office and for the Navy, she said. 

Her comments came after Senate and House committees 
voted in May against the Navy’s biofuel plans. Congressional 
Republicans have argued that the fuels are too expensive — 
four to five times the cost of traditional fuels — particularly 
when there are defense spending cuts looming. 

The House Armed Services Committee recently voted to 
prohibit the Navy from using biofuels for any purpose. The 
Navy’s policy calls for buying operational quantities of 
alternative fuels, but not until the costs are comparable to 
fossil fuels. 

About 85 percent of the Navy’s energy spending is in 
investments that will make the service more cost efficient, 
primarily through conserving energy, Vice Chief of Naval 
Operations Adm. Mark Ferguson said. 

A Navy spokesman said that in 2013, those investments 
are expected to amount to more than $289 million for 
improvements such as hybrid-electric drives, similar to the one 
found on the amphibious assault ship Makin Island, as well as 
real-time energy monitoring systems on destroyers, stern flaps 
and propeller coatings on amphibious ships, and more efficient 
heating and cooling systems on logistics ships. The remaining 
15 percent, some $48.5 million, is slated for biofuel initiatives. 

Ferguson’s comments came at the Chief of Naval 
Operations Environmental Awards ceremony, an event where 
30 different commands received accolades for various 
environmentally friendly projects. 

Ten of those awardees also received the more prestigious 
Secretary of the Navy Environmental Award later in the day. 
Recipients of the SECNAV’s award become eligible for DoD-
wide awards. 
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28. F-35 Production Quality Worries Senate Panel 
(REUTERS 05 JUNE 12) ... Andrea Shalal-Esa 

WASHINGTON - The U.S. Senate Armed Services 
Committee on Tuesday questioned the quality of production 
on the Lockheed Martin Corp F-35 Joint Strike Fighter, citing 
a "potentially serious issue" with its electronic warfare 
capability. 

"The committee is ... concerned about production quality 
and whether it is sufficient to ensure the delivery of JSF 
aircraft to the U.S. and its allies at an affordable price," the 
committee said in a report accompanying its fiscal 2013 
defense budget bill. 

Italy has already scaled back its planned orders for the 
new, radar-evading warplane and several other countries are 
slowing their orders, citing budgetary pressures. Japan has 
warned it could cancel its order if the cost per plane rises from 
what it was offered. 

Lockheed is building the new radar-evading fighters for 
the U.S. military and eight foreign countries helping to fund 
its development, Britain, Norway, Canada, Denmark, the 
Netherlands, Turkey, Australia and Italy. Japan and Israel 
have also ordered the fighters for their militaries. 

Questions over the quality of production of the F-35 will 
compound the mounting woes of the $396 billion Pentagon 
program, which has already been restructured three times in 
recent years to extend the development phase and slow 
production. 

The committee said it was troubled by the average rate of 
scrap, rework and repair at Lockheed's Fort Worth, Texas 
facility from 2009 through the first two months of 2012, but 
gave no details. 

"Inattention to production quality" had led to the 
discovery of a potentially serious issue with an aperture on the 
plane that was critical to its electronic warfare capability, the 
report said. The full extent of the problem was not known, but 
it underscored the need for the Pentagon and Lockheed to 
"rigorously manage production quality," it said. 

Lockheed has hired about 200 temporary workers to keep 
production of the F-35 and F-16 fighters on track at the Fort 
Worth plant, where 3,300 union workers are in the seventh 
week of a strike over pension and health care benefits. 

Lockheed says the new workers are being carefully 
trained, but union officials have questioned whether the 



 24

quality of production -- already an issue -- would be 
maintained by workers with less experience on the complex 
weapons system. 

No new talks have been scheduled. 
The Pentagon projects the cost to develop and buy 2,443 

planes for the U.S. Air Force, Navy and Marine Corps will be 
around $396 billion. 

The committee's report reiterated long-standing 
congressional concerns that Lockheed is already producing 
planes even as testing continues, which can lead to costly 
retrofits. 

The most recent restructuring added 33 months and $7.9 
billion to the development plan. 

The report also cited concern about lack of progress on 
software development for the new aircraft, noting that "the 
potential cascading effect of failures to deliver software ... can 
be particularly pernicious." 

No comment was immediately available from the 
Pentagon's F-35 program office or Lockheed about the Senate 
report. 

The Senate report said it was hopeful that the Pentagon's 
new acquisition approach to the program -- which more 

closely ties orders for future planes to contractor performance 
-- would help address the software and production quality 
issues. 

But it said the approach required "a very clear, specific 
and realistically achievable set of performance criteria" that 
made it clear to Lockheed how its performance would be 
assessed. 

The committee directed the Pentagon to provide these 
criteria to the congressional defense committees so they could 
be assessed before they were implemented. 

Lockheed and the Pentagon have been negotiating for 
over five months about a contract for a fifth batch of 32 
planes, but the two sides are still far apart, a source familiar 
with the issue told Reuters last week. 

Last week, Lockheed Chief Executive Bob Stevens said 
his company was working hard to drive down overheads, but 
the Pentagon's demands for ever more cost data were adding 
to the very overhead costs the government wants to see 
lowered. 
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29. Navy Renews Charter Of Civilian-Run, Louisiana-Owned Ship 
(TIMES-PICAYUNE (NEW ORLEANS) 05 JUN 12) ... Paul Purpura 

The U.S. Navy's Military Sealift Command has chartered 
the MV Kellie Chouest, a salvage and deep sea rescue vessel 
built and owned in Lafourche Parish. Alpha Marine Services 
in Cut Off, a subsidiary of Edison Chouest Offshore, was 
awarded the $8 million contract to provide the vessel and crew 
to operate it for a year, according to a Defense Department's 
contract announcements Monday. 

The MV Kellie Chouest will be used worldwide, 
according to the contract announcement. It will be used as a 
platform from which small boats will be launched and 
recovered, refueled, provisioned and maintained. Helicopter 
operations also will be supported. 

The contract includes two options to extend the charter 
period, one for a one-year extension and the other for up to six 
months. Exercising the option could bring the total contract to 
$20.3 million, according to the announcement. Alpha Marine 
Services was one of two companies to bid on the work. 

Built in 1996 by North American Shipbuilding in Larose, 
another Edison Chouest Offshore subsidiary, the 310-foot MV 

Kellie Chouest is no stranger to supporting U.S. Navy 
missions. Called a "deep submergence elevator support ship," 
the vessel routinely has been leased by the Military Sealift 
Command through its Special Ship Program. 

According to GlobalSecurity.org, the MV Kellie Chouest 
is one of several Edison Chouest Offshore ships and tugs 
leased by the Military Sealift Command. The MV Kellie 
Chouest is used in submarine rescue, salvage operations and 
scientific exploration, according to GlobalSecurity.org. 

In 2000, for instance, it carried the Navy's remote 
operated vehicle "Scorpio" to retrieve the black box from 
Alaska Airlines Flight 261, which crashed in 2000 off the 
California coast. 

The MV Kellie Chouest also has been used as a platform 
supporting diving and salvage operations tied to the Civil 
War-era USS Monitor off the North Carolina coast. 
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BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
30. Fairview Land Donation Spurs USS Ranger Project 
(THE OREGONIAN 05 JUN 12) ... James Mayer 

The dream of bringing the aircraft carrier USS Ranger to 
east Multnomah County took a major stop closer to reality 
Tuesday with the announcement that a group of developers 
had donated land for the project on the Columbia River. 

"This is going to be an economic dynamo," said Fairview 
Mayor Mike Weatherby at the announcement press conference 
in the Fairview City Hall. 

The donation of about 20 acres of riverfront property, plus 
10 acres of submersible land leases, immediately east of 
Chinook Landing, a park and boat launch in Fairview, comes 

from Columbia Edgewater, LLC, formed to redevelop 
industrial property on the Columbia into a mix of residential 
and commercial uses. 

One of the major developers involved in Columbia 
Edgewater is Garth Everhart, developer of Fairview Village. 

The site is a former rock quarry, and includes a wetland 
area that will be preserved. 

The Ranger was commissioned in 1957 and served in the 
Vietnam War and in Desert Storm before being 
decommissioned in 1993. 
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The land will be owned by the USS Ranger Foundation, 
which has been working for several years to bring the ship to 
east county as a museum and tourism catalyst. 

Backers say studies show that the carrier would attract 
300,000 visitors a year who would spend $46 million. 

"It would be the largest floating museum in the world," 
Weatherby said. 

The Ranger is more then three football fields long and 
towers 15 stories above the water line. It had a crew of 5,000, 
and a 4.5-acre flight deck. 

Backers hope to develop the site with a memorial, a 
training facility, and a hotel, in addition to the museum. 

The foundation is raising money, and working on gaining 
approval from the Navy to move the ship from its current 
mooring in Bremerton, Wash. 

Lonnie Dicus, senior adviser to the foundation, 
acknowledged that was still a lot of work to be done, but the 
land donation "makes it even more real and more exciting." 

Weatherby was joined at the announcement by a gaggle 
of east county politicians, including state Reps. Greg 
Matthews, D-Gresham, and Matt Wand, R-Troutdale; and 
Multnomah County Commissioner Diane McKeel. 

"This is the opportunity we have all been waiting for," 
Wand said. 
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31. Navy Public Meeting Set For Wednesday 
(PANAMA CITY (FL) NEWS HERALD 05 JUN 12) 

PANAMA CITY — The U.S. Navy will hold an open 
house public meeting Wednesday afternoon for community 
members to learn about and provide comments on the Draft 
Environmental Impact Statement/Overseas Environmental 
Impact Statement (EIS/OEIS) for Navy training and testing 
activities conducted in the Atlantic Fleet Training and Testing 
(AFTT) Study Area. 

The meeting is scheduled to run from 4 to 8 p.m. at the 
Hilton Garden Inn on U.S. 231 near the Panama City Mall. It 
will be conducted as an open house information session, 
according to a news release. Navy representatives will be 

available to provide information about the proposed action and 
address questions. 

The Navy also is accepting comments throughout the 60-
day comment period, which runs from May 11 to July 10. All 
comments must be postmarked or received by July 10 to be 
considered in the Final EIS/OEIS. Written comments may be 
submitted via the project website at www.AFTTEIS.com or by 
mail. 

Copies of the Draft EIS/OEIS are available online or at 
public libraries. Further details can be found at 
www.AFTTEIS.com. 
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32. Navy Ships Arrive Thursday 
Annual Rose Festival Fleet Week includes public tours of vessels 
(PORTLAND TRIBUNE 05 JUN 12) ... Jim Redden 

Three U.S. Navy ships are scheduled to arrive in 
downtown Portland on Thursday for the annual Rose Festival 
Festival Week. They will be joined by four U.S. Coast Guard 
vessels and a ship from the Royal Canadian Navy. 

The U.S. Navy ships are the guided-missile destroyers 
USS Dewey (DDG 105) and USS William P. Lawrence (DDG 
110), and guided missile frigate USS Ingraham (FFG 61). 
They will cruise along the Willamette River and moor 
between the Steel and Burnside Bridges before 4:00 p.m.  

The ship will be in town through June 10. They will be 
open for public tours on June 8 from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m., 
and on June 9 and 10 from 9:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Waiting 
lines at entry points for public tours will close one hour before 
the tour times end. 

All visitors will be required to present a government-
issued photo identification and pass through an airport-style 

security screening checkpoint prior to boarding the ships. 
Visitors are also encouraged to bring as few items as possible 
when arriving for their tour, and are recommended to wear 
flat-heeled, closed-toe shoes. 

The following items are prohibited from being brought on 
board during the tours: weapons, including knives, firearms 
and club weapons; defensive chemicals or sprays, including 
mace and pepper spray; spray cans of any type; fireworks, 
flammable liquids or other explosives; illegal drugs and/or 
drug-related paraphernalia; large bags, including backpacks, 
diaper bags and large camera bags (small camera bags and 
small handbags may be permitted, but will be subject to 
search). 
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33. Officials Unveil Locations, Times To Visit Military And Tall Ships That Will Make Fourth Of July 
Visits To Boston 

(BOSTON GLOBE 05 JUN 12) ... Martin Finucane 
Military ships from a variety of different countries will be 

steaming to Boston for the week of July Fourth to salute the 
US Navy and commemorate the bicentennial of the War of 
1812. Four majestic tall ships will glide in to the harbor to join 
them. 

Waterfront festivities will include a 45-minute aerial 
demonstration at noon on July Fourth by the Navy’s Blue 
Angels, which will coincide with the annual Fourth of July 
turnaround of the USS Constitution. 
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Boston Mayor Thomas M. Menino, Lieutenant Governor 
Timothy Murray, and other officials announced today where 
and when people can take tours of the ships.  

“Boston takes great pride in both its maritime history and 
being the home of USS Constitution,” Menino said in a 
statement. “Our city is home to one of the best Fourth of July 
celebrations in the country and the visitation of these ships 
will be a terrific addition ... as well as a fitting way to 
commemorate the War of 1812.” 

— The Charlestown Navy Yard, where the USS 
Constitution is docked, will host the Coast Guard’s Eagle and 
Juniper, NOAA’s Thomas Jefferson research vessel, the Royal 
Norwegian Navy’s Thor Heyerdahl as well as Denmark’s 
HDMS Esbern Snare. Also at Pier 1 in Charlestown, Canada’s 
HMCS Kingston and HMCS Goose Bay will be berthed. The 
ships will be open to visitors from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. from June 
30 through July 5. 

— South Boston’s North Jetty will host the warship USS 
Wasp. The ship will be open from noon to 4 p.m. on June 30; 
noon to 6 p.m. on July 1 through July 3.; closed on July 4; and 
then open noon to 6 p.m. on July 5. 

— Black Falcon Pier will host the Canadian ships HMCS 
Iroquois and HMCS Preserver, along with the United 
Kingdom’s RFA Argus, the FGS Hessen from Germany, and 
USS Gravely. The ships will be open noon to 6 p.m. from June 
30 through July 5. 

— South Boston’s Fish Pier will host the OpSail fleet of 
tall ships, which will include Cisne Branco from Brazil, 
Guayas from Ecuador, Gloria from Colombia, and, in its final 
port visit to Boston, the Dewaruci from Indonesia. The ships 
will be open from noon t0 8 p.m. on June 30 and July 1; 4 p.m. 
to 8 p.m. on July 2 and July 3; noon to 8 p.m. on July 4; and 4 
p.m. to 8 p.m. on July 5. 

— The US Coast Guard base in the North End will also 
be open from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. on July 4. 

For information on Boston events celebrating the 
bicentennial of the War of 1812, visit www.navyweek.org. For 
information on Fourth of July activities in Boston, visit 
www.bostonharborfest.com. For information on OpSail events 
in Boston and other cities, visit www.opsailboston.com.  
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NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
34. Veterans Pension Program Is Being Abused, Report Says 
(NEW YORK TIMES 06 JUN 12) ... James Dao 

A yearlong investigation into a federal pension program 
for low-income veterans has concluded that weak oversight 
and unclear rules have made the system ripe for abuse, 
including by financial planners and lawyers who help well-off 
retirees qualify for benefits by transferring or hiding assets. 

The report by the Government Accountability Office, to 
be released on Wednesday, found that more than 200 firms 
had sprouted up across the country to help veterans 
“restructure” assets so they can appear indigent and therefore 
eligible for tax-free pensions, which can pay more than 
$20,000 a year. 

While transferring assets to qualify for the pension is not 
illegal under current rules, Congressional officials and 
veterans groups say the practice undermines the purpose of the 
pension system — aiding poor veterans — and burdens federal 
spending at a time of deep budget cuts. 

The G.A.O. also found that some firms overcharge 
veterans for services — in some cases more than $10,000 — 
or sell them financial products that are potentially harmful, 
like trusts that limit a veteran’s access to the money or 
deferred annuities that generate income only after the 
veteran’s death. 

The report placed partial blame for the problems on the 
Department of Veterans Affairs, saying it has unclear 
eligibility rules, does not systematically verify financial 
information and uses forms that do not require applicants to 
report asset transfers and other financial details. 

The G.A.O. also said Congress should consider giving the 
department “look-back” authority to deny applicants who 
transfer or hide assets in the years just before applying for 
pensions. Other means-tested programs, like Medicaid, have 
such policies. 

A bipartisan group of senators, including Ron Wyden, 
Democrat of Oregon, and Richard M. Burr, Republican of 

North Carolina, plans to introduce legislation giving the V.A. 
look-back authority. The Senate Special Committee on Aging 
was scheduled to discuss that bill and the G.A.O. report in a 
hearing on Wednesday. 

“If things continue as they are, and people see this 
program as a magnet for rip-offs and waste, I believe that in 
this financial climate support for the program will fall apart,” 
Mr. Wyden said. “I want to preserve this for people who need 
it.” 

The Department of Veterans Affairs said it concurred 
with the G.A.O.’s recommendations. A senior official said the 
department was also drafting new regulations that would 
clarify the types of asset transfers that might disqualify a 
pension applicant. Some transfers, such as for medical 
expenses, would remain acceptable under the new rules. 

“By making it clear the impact of asset transfers, we 
would close this gap and reduce the incentive for people to 
engage in this kind of behavior,” said Michael Daugherty, 
assistant director of the V.A.’s Pension and Fiduciary Service. 

To qualify for the pension, applicants must be over 65 or 
be permanently disabled, have served during wartime and fall 
below the income threshold: about $12,200 for a person with 
no dependents. Last year, the system paid $4.3 billion to 
517,000 veterans or their survivors — up from about $3.7 
billion in 2007. 

In addition to their pension checks, veterans who cannot 
cook, bathe or otherwise care for themselves can also receive 
stipends to pay for help, a benefit known as aid and 
attendance. 

The G.A.O. and Congressional officials said firms that 
market services to veterans had been particularly aggressive 
about obtaining aid and attendance benefits, which can 
increase a pension by more than 50 percent. 
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The number of applicants approved for aid and attendance 
has grown sharply, to 38,000 in 2011, up from 22,500 in 2006. 
Though the G.A.O. and Congressional officials suggested that 
lax oversight had contributed to the high acceptance rate, V.A. 
officials said there were other factors at play, including a weak 
economy and a desire to get benefits quickly to frail veterans. 

As part of their investigation, G.A.O. employees also 
posed as the children of an 86-year-old veteran who was 
seeking help qualifying for a pension. In calls to 19 firms, they 
were told time and again that they could qualify even with 
assets worth hundreds of thousands of dollars, provided they 
put their money in annuities or trusts, for which the firms 
charged administrative fees. 

“V.A. allows you to qualify, regardless of what your 
assets are,” one company representative said, according to a 
G.A.O. transcript. “And I’ve had people with over a million 
dollars qualify for this benefit.” 

Investigators working for the G.A.O. and the Special 
Committee on Aging found that financial planners and 
lawyers often worked through nursing homes or assisted living 
centers for the elderly to gain access to veterans. In those 
cases, the pensions presumably helped finance the cost of 
living in the homes. 

Investigators also found numerous cases of firms charging 
high fees for helping veterans apply, even though 
organizations like the American Legion, as well as many 
states, offer the same assistance free. In one case, a veteran in 
Utah reported signing a contract that gave his first pension 
check to an agent who helped him apply. But because of 
delays in the system, that check was unusually large: $16,000. 

Investigators said some firms posed as veterans advocates 
when marketing services. And some of those services included 
selling products that turned out to be harmful to the veterans. 

A Montana man, for instance, reported that a lawyer 
advised his father, a World War II veteran, to sell his house so 
he could move into an assisted living development. The 
lawyer assured the man that his father would qualify for aid 
and attendance benefits that would help pay the bill. But the 
V.A. rejected the application, leaving the veteran on the hook 
for the entire monthly rent for his new home. 

“I do not know, fully, who is at fault,” the man, Kris 
Schaffer, says in testimony submitted to the Senate committee. 
“I only know that, for my father, this is a terrible miscarriage 
of justice.” 
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35. USS Liberty Crew Member Recalls Fatal '67 US-Israeli Skirmish 
(WATERLOO-CEDAR FALLS COURIER (IOWA) 05 JUN 12) ... Pat Kinney 

WATERLOO, Iowa — Joe Carpenter has more questions 
than answers about what happened on June 8, 1967 — but no 
question about the valor of his shipmates. 

Carpenter, a 1965 West High School graduate, was a crew 
member of the USS Liberty. The U.S. Navy ship was attacked 
by Israeli forces during the 1967 Six Day War, in which Israel 
defeated a host of Arab nations and captured the Sinai 
Peninsula, Gaza Strip, West Bank, Golan Heights and East 
Jerusalem. 

Thirty-four of Carpenter's shipmates were killed and 174 
wounded — two-thirds of the crew of 294. Carpenter himself 
was reported to have been severely wounded when he was 
mistaken for another "J. Carpenter" on the ship. 

Friday is the 45th anniversary of the Liberty incident. 
Peace organizations are planning observances in Iowa City 
and Cedar Rapids. Carpenter wants no part of anyone's 
political agenda. 

"Some of the guys on the ship got consumed with this," 
he said. "I didn't do that." 

He believes his shipmates — particularly those who 
fought fires, kept the ship afloat and tended to the wounded — 
should be remembered for their heroism along with those 
wounded or killed. 

Though the U.S. was officially neutral in the conflict, 
Israel and the U.S. traditionally had been considered friends. 
Initially Carpenter thought the attack was from an Arab 
nation. 

"Myself, I thought it was probably Egypt," Carpenter said. 
But the attacking planes and torpedo boats were identified as 
Israeli. 

It was ironic, given the pro-Israel sentiments of much of 
the Liberty's crew 

"We could see the war on the coast. We could see the 
planes," Carpenter said. "We were cheering the Israelis ... and 
then they came out and shot at us." 

Israel claimed the Liberty was mistaken for an Egyptian 
vessel. Others have suggested the attack was deliberate. U.S. 
official reports say the Liberty was flying an American flag. 

Now, 45 years later, Carpenter thinks the truth may never 
be known despite numerous investigations by both sides. 

He believes Congress should have held hearings, "but the 
principals who were involved are all dead," Carpenter said. 

"I would have liked to have seen McNamara grilled," 
Carpenter said. Robert S. McNamara, U.S. defense secretary 
under Presidents Kennedy and Johnson, died in 2009. 

Some have suggested U.S. officials downplayed the 
incident to preserve relations with Israeli -- and may even 
have been negligent in a military response to support the 
Liberty. 

"It was a spy ship" for the U.S., Carpenter said, 
conducting surveillance on the war in international waters near 
Gaza and the Sinai. Carpenter was a communications 
technician, transmitting encrypted messages. 

But the Liberty was alone and significantly outgunned. 
"We had four .50 caliber machine guns," Carpenter said, 

going up against French-made Israeli Mirage fighter jets and 
torpedo boats. 

"It was pretty chaotic, to be sure," said Carpenter. He may 
have missed death by moments. He and a friend had just left 
an area of the ship when it was struck by an Israeli torpedo 
that was responsible for most of the deaths on board. 

Much of the crew's efforts were spent putting out fires and 
keeping the ship afloat. Carpenter recalled one sailor who got 
separated from the group Carpenter was with and was killed 
by the attacking planes. 
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Carpenter enlisted in the Navy at age 17 upon graduation 
from West and had planned to re-enlist . 

"That was before June 8, 1967," said Carpenter. He is 
now close to retirement from Tyson Fresh Meats in Waterloo. 

Forty-three sailors received medals for heroism in the 
incident. Ship commander William McGonagle received the 
Medal of Honor. 
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36. Navy Aircraft Carrier USS George HW Bush To Appear Off Maine Coast 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 06 JUN 12) 

KENNEBUNKPORT, Maine — The Navy's newest 
aircraft carrier will appear off the coast of Maine this 
weekend. 

The USS George H.W. Bush will come within several 
miles of Kennebunkport, and the former president will take a 
Navy helicopter from his summer home to the carrier to check 
out the ship that bears his name. 

Jim Appleby, spokesman for Bush, says the carrier will be 
visible Saturday afternoon from the coast. 

The carrier's arrival comes one day after former first lady 
Barbara Bush turns 87 on Friday. Her husband will celebrate 
his 88th birthday on Tuesday. 
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OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
37. Air-Sea Battle: Clearing The Fog 
The goal is to ensure all forces can get to the fight 
(ARMED FORCES JOURNAL JUNE 12) ... Capt. Philip DuPree, USN and Col. Jordan Thomas, USAF 

Recent articles about Air-Sea Battle reflect 
misperceptions about this new operational concept. These may 
have been fostered by the fact that portions of the concept 
document are classified. In any event, we -- the service leads 
in the multiservice ASB office -- would like to correct 
them.Let us say at the outset what Air-Sea Battle is not. It is 
not a strategy, it is not designed to threaten other nations and it 
is not just the manifestation of traditional joint operations. 

Perhaps the most troubling misperception is that ASB is 
only about air and naval forces, that it ignores the land 
component. To the contrary: It is an operating concept that 
seeks to assure, in the face of rising technological challenges, 
that all components of U.S. and allied forces can be brought to 
bear as deemed necessary. 

In 2009, then-Defense Secretary Robert Gates directed the 
departments of the Navy and the Air Force to develop a 
concept to counter emerging anti-access/area-denial 
challenges, known as A2/AD. Last year, the departments 
responded to Gates’ directive with the Air-Sea Battle concept. 
In October, Gates’ successor, Leon Panetta, formally endorsed 
the effort. 

It should be noted that ASB is one of several supporting 
concepts nested under the Joint Operational Access Concept 
approved by the chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. Both 
concepts will be complemented by the Joint Concept for Entry 
Operations, now in early development, which will be more 
primarily concerned with land forces. 

The A2/AD outlook 
We can define anti-access capabilities as ones that slow 

deployment of friendly forces into a theater, prevent them 
from operating from certain locations within that theater or 
cause them to operate over longer distances than they would 
like. Area-denial efforts are those that reduce friendly forces’ 
freedom of action in the more narrow confines of the area 
under the enemy’s direct control. 

Such problems are not new. During World War II, for 
example, Imperial Japan possessed robust A2/AD capabilities 
in the form of air forces, surface fleets, submarine forces, 

naval minelayers and air defenses. All had to be overcome by 
U.S. and Allied air and naval forces to make effective power 
projection possible. 

More recent adversaries have been largely unable to 
mount anti-access capabilities. During our operations over the 
last 20 years in the Middle East and Central Asia, our air 
superiority and sea control were not challenged in any 
meaningful way outside of adversaries’ national airspace and 
littoral waters. 

In the future, we are less likely to be so fortunate. Several 
decades of U.S. dominance have not blinded potential enemies 
to the value of A2/AD concepts. The ability to strike at 
incoming forces far beyond a nation’s borders promises a 
powerful asymmetric challenge to the U.S. military, which 
since the Cold War has developed the means and the methods 
“to rapidly deliver combat power whenever and wherever U.S. 
strategy required,” as Gen. Norton Schwartz and Adm. Jon 
Greenert wrote in a recent article. “Potential adversaries were 
clearly mindful of this transformation,” the chief of staff of the 
Air Force and the chief of naval operations wrote in “Air-Sea 
Battle: Promoting Stability in an Era of Uncertainty” (The 
American Interest, Feb. 20). “They observed the inability of 
Soviet-era doctrine and weapons to blunt American power and 
reconsidered their approach to resisting U.S. military 
intervention. Competitors with the will and means gradually 
shifted from planning to fight American forces when they 
arrived and instead focused on denying U.S. access to the 
theater.” 

The emergence of A2/AD as a major concern is due to the 
proliferation of technology that places precise, long-range 
fires in the hands of potential foes. Such weapons include 
ballistic and cruise missiles, integrated air defense systems, 
anti-ship missiles, submarines, guided rockets, missiles and 
artillery, 4th- and 5th-generation combat aircraft -- even space 
and cyberwarfare capabilities. 

If left unchecked, these could allow adversaries to 
challenge joint and coalition forces in the global commons: 
those areas of air, sea, space and cyberspace shared by all 
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nations and used for commerce, transportation, 
communication and trade. Since credible U.S. power 
projection is a fundamental pillar of regional stability, even 
the perception of a slipping ability to gain access to the global 
commons without resorting to the threat of invasion or other 
escalation is a sign of strategic weakness that can lead to 
regional instability. 

A 'pre-integrated' joint force 
For decades, the primary asymmetrical advantage 

underwriting U.S. and allied power projection has been 
superior technology and the commensurate development of 
tactics, techniques and procedures, or TTPs. When adversaries 
can counter U.S. advantages with their own asymmetric 
capabilities, our best response lies in better integration and 
more flexible capabilities. 

Accordingly, the central idea of ASB is an unprecedented 
level of joint integration leading to air and naval forces that 
can launch networked, integrated attacks-in-depth to disrupt, 
destroy and defeat an adversary’s A2/AD capabilities. 

At its core, ASB seeks a “pre-integrated” joint force that 
possesses habitual relationships, interoperable and 
complementary cross-domain capabilities, and realistic, shared 
training, while retaining the flexibility to develop new TTPs 
on the fly. Such forces will provide the strategic deterrence, 
assurance and stabilizing effects of a “force in being” and will 
also be operationally useful at the outset of hostilities, without 
delays for buildups and extensive mission rehearsal. 
Moreover, they will ensure that a joint force commander has a 
full range of options when facing an adversary with an A2/AD 
capability. 

Another way to put this is that ASB seeks to preserve 
U.S. and allied air-sea-space superiority. It is this level of 
domain control that unlocks a land force’s deterrent and war-
fighting potential. If air and naval forces cannot establish 
control of the air, space, cyberspace and maritime 
environments, or if they cannot sustain deployed forces, no 
operational concept is tenable. If ground forces cannot get to 
the fight or be sustained in an advanced A2/AD environment, 
they will fail to serve the vital interests of America, our allies 
and the international system. 

We may have developed a blind spot to this perennial 
truth, mainly because U.S. and allied forces have enjoyed 
uncontested freedom of action in the air, sea and space 
domains for more than a generation. Some who write about 
conflict in contested areas seem to assume future adversaries 
will not effectively oppose deployment and sustainment of 
ground, air or naval forces. That has been largely true over the 
past two decades, but will not be guaranteed in the future. 
Against advanced adversaries, freedom of action cannot be 
taken for granted. 

A future without ASB? 
Perhaps the best way to understand the value of the ASB 

concept is to imagine a future where its integrated air and 
naval capabilities and capacity do not exist. 

In such a future, attempts to use the familiar expeditionary 
model of massing combat power -- the so-called “iron 
mountain” -- at a handful of main operating bases to conduct 
extensive mission rehearsal and subsequently seize the 
initiative at a time and place of the Joint Force commander’s 
choosing, may not be feasible. Advanced adversaries could 
deny secure U.S. land basing at very long ranges, preventing 

air and naval forces from gaining local air superiority. Sea 
basing could also be challenged and attempts at ad hoc 
integration may be insufficient. Enemy capabilities could 
prevent surface action groups from operating at effective 
ranges and sea control may therefore be untenable. Space and 
cyberspace access would not be assured, and global 
communications and the exchange of information could be 
held hostage by any motivated aggressor. 

Without freedom of action in the air, sea and space 
provided by integrated air and naval forces, aggressive nations 
with proliferated A2/AD capabilities could restrict or close off 
international airspace and vital sea lanes at will. Joint forces 
attempting to undo such aggression would face robust area 
denial threats and be required to operate in a heavily contested 
environment. 

Lacking the networked, integrated force required to 
prevail in such conditions, U.S. and allied forces may not be 
able to prevent the undermining of the interconnected 
international systems of finance, trade, security and law 
enabled by access to the global commons. The loss of a secure 
global commons could weaken alliances, partnerships and the 
rule of law, and could force other nations to accommodate 
regional hegemons and make the world permanently less free. 
In this future, it would not matter how capable any ground 
assault forces are because, without freedom of action in the 
global commons, the joint force could not credibly deploy and 
sustain them. 

A better future 
Air-Sea Battle seeks a better future -- one that employs 

teamwork between air and naval forces to maintain U.S. 
superiority in the air, space and cyberspace, and at sea, at an 
acceptable cost, allowing the joint force to shape future 
A2/AD environments, deter other nations from threatening the 
global commons, and use all service and joint competencies to 
defeat a capable A2/AD adversary when necessary. 

Though it is meant to facilitate all courses of action, the 
concept itself is not provocative. Instead, it is designed to 
produce forces that are more likely to have a stabilizing effect, 
making a major war less likely. ASB air and naval forces will 
allow the U.S. and its allies to avoid relying on more 
escalatory capabilities that existentially threaten another 
nation or its leadership (e.g., nuclear escalation or threat of 
invasion), or involve alternatives that are inherently defensive 
and less likely to deter adventurism and regional coercion 
(e.g., ceding the commons and relying on blockades and 
offensive mining). 

In some cases, the commander might use such air and 
naval forces to deter potential adversaries; assure allies, 
friends and partners; and keep the global commons open and 
accessible to all. In other situations, he or she may need to use 
the freedom of action provided through ASB for strike 
operations, forcible entry or other methods of power 
projection. 

Development of forces with this level of integration and 
capability will require years of effort and significant 
institutional change. This change has begun in the departments 
of the Navy and Air Force; the CNO and CSAF have written: 
“The Air-Sea Battle operational concept will guide our efforts 
to train and prepare air and naval forces for combat. We 
already train together and share joint doctrine. Under Air-Sea 
Battle, we will take ‘jointness’ to a new level, working 
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together to establish more integrated exercises against more 
realistic threats.” 

In an ever-changing world that demands continued U.S. 
leadership, concepts like Air-Sea Battle are essential to 

sustaining America’s military freedom of action and ability to 
project power. 
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38. US Seeks New Asian 'Pivot' 
(BANGKOK POST 06 JUN 12) 

The new US military posture represents a startling change 
from... the first 35 years after the fall of Saigon. 

A string of US presidents has spent the past 30 years 
proclaiming Washington's return to Asia. Now, President 
Barack Obama has decided to boost US presence in Asia the 
old fashioned way -- with military forces. Last weekend, at an 
under-played conference in Singapore, Defence Secretary 
Leon Panetta revealed more details of the evolving strategy. 
Then he went off for a visit to the US's new ally in the region, 
Vietnam. 

The White House last year announced that US military 
policy was about to "pivot" away from its traditional emphasis 
on Europe and the Middle East. Under President Obama, the 
equivalent of a division of US Marines is being shifted out of 
Japan, but moved to Guam. More marines have been assigned 
to permanent duty in northern Australia. New agreements for 
port calls and repair facilities are being negotiated with the 
Philippines and Singapore. Within a couple of years, the 
number of US aircraft carrier task forces based in the East 
Asian region is to rise to six, up from the present total of zero. 

Mr Obama's policy is described as evolution, rather than 
sudden change. And in some ways, this is true. Washington 
has consistently claimed that the United States is a Pacific 
nation. But the new US military posture represents a startling 
change from the prevailing mood in the first 35 years after the 
fall of Saigon to communist forces in 1975. 

The end of the Vietnam war was a turning point. Thailand 
and the Philippines asked or ordered US forces to depart. The 
only major focus of US military attention in the region was 
Northeast Asia, where North Korea continues to pose a major 

threat. The Japanese pondered, then opposed, the presence of 
so many US forces on their soil; thus the marines's move to 
Guam. 

Now Mr Obama has signed off on the so-called pivot 
policy. US military forces will again be a common sight 
throughout the region, including in and near the Association of 
Southeast Asian Nations. That is not to say things will revert 
to the bad old Vietnam War days, of course. US forces are not 
fighting, no war is under way or seriously threatened. And Mr 
Obama, Mr Panetta and the generals and admirals of the 
Pentagon are unanimous on the lack of desire for new US 
bases. 

The pivot is, however, of great importance. First and 
foremost it affects China and its sometimes overbearing 
claims to virtually everything in the South China Sea. 
Vietnam, once a reluctant Beijing ally and then a victim of 
Chinese military invasion, has cheered the return of US 
gunboat power. It has made no secret of offering the US 
access to its waters and bases, including the US-built Cam 
Ranh Bay, featuring earlier this week on Mr Panetta's tour. 
The Philippines, involved in physical confrontation with 
China in the Spratly Islands, has mostly positive if mixed 
emotions about the return of the military ships of its former 
colonial master. 

For Thailand, the pivot means a request by the Pentagon 
to use U-tapao naval air base as the centre of a new, regional 
headquarters for disaster relief. The government needs to 
closely study this idea. Assuming there is no hidden agenda, 
such as the establishment of a US military base, it could be an 
excellent addition to regional security. 
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39. Behind The Sea Games 
(CHINA DAILY 06 JUN 12) 

Hawaii is famous for its sun and surf. But it is not for the 
sunshine that the naval vessels of 22 nations are heading there. 

They are taking part in the world’s largest multinational 
maritime exercise, the biennial Rim of the Pacific exercise 
starting June 29. 

The number of participants this year is a big increase on 
the seven — Australia, Canada, Chile, Japan, the Republic of 
Korea, the United Kingdom and the United States — that took 
part in the first RIMPAC exercise in 1971. 

Such an expansion is a response to the US’ “pivot” 
toward the Asia-Pacific region. 

To achieve this, the US is ramping up its military 
presence in the region. US Defense Secretary Leon Panetta 
announced in Singapore at the weekend that around 60 percent 
of the US fleet would be assigned to the region by 2020. 

In April the first deployment of an estimated 2,500 US 
marines arrived in north Australia. The build-up is expected to 

include B-52 bombers, FA-18s, C-17 transport aircraft and 
nuclear powered submarines. 

The increased naval presence of the US in the Pacific will 
enable it to boost the number and size of the military exercises 
in the region in the next few years and to plan for more port 
visits over a wider area, including the Indian Ocean. 

Meanwhile, the use of Australia’s Cocos Islands as a 
future US drone base is under discussion. The atoll is being 
eyed as a base to monitor south Asia and the South China Sea. 
A drone base on the islands is attractive to the US, as they are 
more than 2,400 kilometers closer to the South China Sea than 
the US naval base at Diego Garcia in the Indian Ocean. 

The US clings to its 20th century notions of being the 
world’s “sole superpower” and seeks to expand its influence 
and control over the shipping lanes and resources in the Asia-
Pacific. Republican presidential candidate Mitt Romney also 
said in the Wall Street Journal that security in the Pacific 
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means a world in which US economic and military power is 
second to none. 

The US’ increased naval presence in the Pacific will upset 
the region’s stability. 

In the name of promoting freedom of navigation in the 
region, the US is attempting to hold sway over it. 
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40. Defense Needs, Not Politics, Should Guide Military Cuts 
(BOSTON GLOBE 05 JUN 12) 

Admiral Mike Mullen, former chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, has warned for years that "our national debt is 
our biggest national security threat." If people start doubting 
that the United States can pay its bills, the country's influence 
around the world will wane. Mullen's statements helped pave 
the way for trims to the federal budget, including military 
spending. Before raising the debt ceiling last year, lawmakers 
set in motion a mechanism that will make automatic cuts to 
the 2013 budget. But now that those cuts are looming, 
lawmakers around the country are working hard to roll them 
back to preserve military jobs in their home areas. 

Massachusetts is no exception. Representative Niki 
Tsongas inserted an amendment that requires congressional 
approval before the Pentagon can make more changes to the 
Electronic Systems Center at Hanscom Air Force Base in 
Bedford, which is set to lose several hundred jobs. 
Representative William Keating has been fighting to save 103 
part-time National Guard jobs and 33 full-time jobs at Otis Air 
National Guard Base on Cape Cod. 

Both are doing what they were elected to do: stand up for 
their constituents. However, the hard choices of what to cut 
from the military budget should be driven by national defense 
needs, not politics. Both the Hanscom center and the Otis base 
have compelling reasons to exist, starting with access to a 

highly specialized and educated work force here in 
Massachusetts. Both projects deserve to be evaluated on their 
merits in a transparent process. There are many reasons a 
cash-strapped military might see fit to trim its active ranks but 
preserve the National Guard, which costs far less. 

The Pentagon should set up an independent commission 
to ensure that spending decisions in the 2013 budget are based 
on military need, not politics. Such a commission might well 
recommend that the Air Operations Group at Otis, one of 
several around the country that analyzes intelligence data to 
support troops in Afghanistan and elsewhere, be allowed to 
continue its work. 

Independent commissions have helped lawmakers 
overcome deadlocks over military cuts in the past. The Base 
Realignment and Closure Commissions set up in 1988 forced 
Congress to vote on recommendations as a package, without 
allowing powerful lawmakers to take their states off the 
chopping block. So it's a shame that the House recently voted 
down Defense Secretary Leon Panetta's request for another 
base-closing commission. If Congress is going to mandate cuts 
in military spending, it must establish a sensible, transparent 
process to guide those tough decisions. 
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On This Day In The Navy: 
1967: Helicopter from USS Coral Sea (CVA-43) rescues 37-man crew of Liberian freighter Royal Fortunes aground on reef in 
Tonkin Gulf. 
 

TOP STORIES: 
1. Deadly Blasts Escalate Strife In Bahrain 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 06 NOV 12) ... Alex Delmar-Morgan 

Five bombs exploded in districts of Bahrain's capital popular with tourists and Westerners, killing two expatriates and escalating 
tensions between the government and its opponents in the Persian Gulf monarchy. 

 
2. USN Chief: Partners Needed For Missile Patrols 
(DEFENSE NEWS 05 NOV 12) ... Christopher P. Cavas 

Preparations are continuing to base four U.S. Navy destroyers in Rota, Spain, beginning in fiscal 2014 — a move that will allow 
the ships to provide a near-continuous ballistic-missile defense (BMD) shield for Europe. 

 
3. Navy Making Sure Sailors Helping With Sandy Recovery Get A Chance To Vote 
(CNN 05 NOV 12) ... Larry Shaughnessy 

The U.S. military, both active duty and guardsmen, are helping the areas hit hardest by Superstorm Sandy, including making sure 
the residents can vote Tuesday. 

 

MIDEAST: 
4. Dozens Are Killed In A Fierce Outburst Of Syrian Violence 
(NEW YORK TIMES 06 NOV 12) ... Neil MacFarquhar 

BEIRUT, Lebanon — Some of the worst violence in months racked Syria on Monday with residents of southern Damascus 
fleeing heavy shelling, several smaller towns shattered by air attacks, and at least two car bombings. 

 
5. Netanyahu Says He’d Go It Alone On Striking Iran 
(NEW YORK TIMES 06 NOV 12) ... Jodi Rudoren 

JERUSALEM — Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu on Monday reiterated his willingness to attack the Iranian nuclear program 
without support from Washington or the world, returning to an aggressive posture that he had largely abandoned since his United 
Nations speech in September. 

 

ASIA – PACIFIC: 
6. U.S. And Japan Begin Huge Military Drill, Minus Key Part 
(NEW YORK TIMES 05 NOV 12) ... Martin Fackler 

TOKYO — The militaries of the United States and Japan began an enormous joint drill on Monday, though leaving out a key part 
of the exercise that might have angered China. 

 
7. U.S. Sailors On Okinawa Charged With Gang Rape, Robbery 
(STARS AND STRIPES 06 NOV 12) ... Travis J. Tritten and Chiyomi Sumida 

CAMP FOSTER, Okinawa — Japanese authorities charged two U.S. Navy Sailors Tuesday with gang raping and robbing an 
Okinawan woman outside Kadena Air Base last month, an incident that sparked a curfew for all U.S. servicemembers in the country. 

 
8. China Says It Held Talks With Japan On Islands Row 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 05 NOV 12) 



 2

BEIJING - China said it finished another round of meetings with Japan Monday about a dispute over East China Sea islands that 
has hurt bilateral trade and deepened tensions. 

 
9. Chinese Amphib Developments Attract Scrutiny 
(AVIATION WEEK 06 NOV 12) ... Michael Fabey 

While the development of Chinese aircraft carriers may have garnered most of the public’s attention recently, naval defense 
analysts say the Asian giant’s amphibious fleet plans deserve a closer look given the vessels’ potential for far-flung missions. 

 
10. Marine Number Set To Swell 
(NORTHERN TERRITORY NEWS (AUSTRALIA) 06 NOV 12) ... Nigel Adlam 

There were plans to station 7500 U.S. marines in Darwin, it was revealed yesterday. 
 

11. Joint U.S.-Brunei Naval Exercise Begins 
Brunei conducts joint CARAT annual naval exercise with U.S. Pacific Fleet 
(BRUNEI TIMES 06 NOV 12) ... Rabiatul Kamit 

More than 300 soldiers from the U.S. Pacific Fleet are participating alongside the Royal Brunei Armed Forces (RBAF) in the 
annual bilateral military exercise known as CARAT or Cooperation Afloat Readiness and Training. 

 

ALLIED NAVIES: 
12. U.K. Defence Secretary Makes Case For Operating 2 Carriers 
(DEFENSE NEWS 05 NOV 12) ... Andrew Chuter 

LONDON — British Defence Secretary Philip Hammond has thrown his weight behind a plan to operate both of the new aircraft 
carriers once the new Queen Elizabeth-class warships enter service late this decade. Under the current plan still in effect, the U.S. will 
build two ships but operate only one. 

 

PERSONNEL: 
13. Navy Jobs Program Becomes Model For All Services 
Goal is to get wounded vets employed in 30 days 
(NAVY TIMES 12 NOV 12) ... Gidget Fuentes 

SAN DIEGO — The success of the Navy Department’s yearlong initiative to help wounded veterans find jobs within the 
department has led the Pentagon to adopt it across the services, a top official said Oct. 30. 

 

MARINE CORPS: 
14. Marines Look For New Ways To Spot Wood And Fertilizer Bombs 
(DANGER ROOM (WIRED) 05 NOV 12) ... Benjamin Plackett 

Finding a roadside bomb was never easy, even back when insurgents made their improvised explosive devices (IEDs) from old 
artillery shells and other metal parts. But now that militant bomb-makers favor wood and fertilizer as the main components for their 
IEDs, detection has become a complete nightmare. 

 

AVIATION: 
15. F-35 Pilot Training OUE Under Way At Eglin 
(AVIATION WEEK 06 NOV 12) ... Amy Butler 

Four student pilots participating in an operational utility evaluation of the F-35A at Eglin AFB, Fla., have each begun the flying 
portion of their training, and officials there say they are on track for completion of the OUE in the next few weeks. 

 

SURFACE FLEET: 
16. Ingalls-Built LPD 24, Arlington, Completes Navy Acceptance Trials 
(MISSISSIPPI PRESS (PASCAGOULA) 05 NOV 12) ... April M. Havens 

PASCAGOULA, Mississippi -- Ingalls Shipbuilding's amphibious transport dock Arlington successfully completed its U.S. Navy 
acceptance sea trials last week, the company announced Monday. 

 
17. Famed ‘38 Special’ Nears Retirement 
(NAVY TIMES 12 NOV 12) ... Sam Fellman 

Say goodbye to the Navy’s “38 special.” The frigate Curts, so nicknamed because of its hull number 38, is slated to be 
decommissioned early next year after 29 years of service. Curts is one of five Oliver Hazard Perry-class frigates the Navy is retiring 
next year as the hulls hit their three-decade lifespan: 
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18. Software ‘Scrums’ Keep DDG-1000 Work On Track 
(AVIATION WEEK 06 NOV 12) ... Michael Fabey 

Few ships are more dependent on proper software development than the thinly crewed DDG-1000 Zumwalt-class destroyers, 
which rely on computer networks to run more automated systems for their operation. 

 

CYBER: 
19. China Most Threatening Cyberspace Force, U.S, Panel Says 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 05 NOV 12) ... Tony Capaccio 

China is “the most threatening actor in cyberspace” as its intelligence agencies and hackers use increasingly sophisticated 
techniques to gain access to U.S. military computers and defense contractors, according to the draft of an annual report mandated by 
Congress. 

 

CONGRESS / BUDGET: 
20. Pentagon Arms Buyer Sees Deal By Congress To Delay Spending Cuts 
(REUTERS 05 NOV 12) ... Andrea Shalal-Esa 

WASHINGTON -- The Pentagon's top arms buyer on Monday said he expected U.S. lawmakers to agree in coming weeks to 
delay implementation of an additional $500 billion in automatic defense spending cuts that are due to start taking effect in January. 

 

ACQUISITION REFORM: 
21. Pentagon Arms Buyer Previews Next Phase Of Acquisition Reforms 
(REUTERS 05 NOV 12) ... Andrea Shalal-Esa 

WASHINGTON -- The Pentagon's chief weapons buyer mapped out the next phase of a "better buying power" initiative on 
Monday, saying the U.S. military could do "infinitely better" in the way it buys weapons and services. 

 

INFRASTRUCTURE / INSTALLATIONS: 
22. Past And Future Clash At Pearl Harbor 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 06 NOV 12) ... Jim Carlton 

HONOLULU—The Navy base on Ford Island, the bull's-eye of Japan's attack on Pearl Harbor seven decades ago, still bears scars 
from that day of infamy: The tarmac shows pockmarks from shrapnel, hangar windows contain bullet holes and the airstrip where the 
Japanese bombed U.S. planes remains eerily intact despite encroaching weeds. 

 

NAVY-MARINE CORPS CLASSIC: 
23. Getting Everything Shipshape For Basketball Game On USS Bataan 
(FLORIDA TIMES-UNION 05 NOV 12) ... William Browning 

An uncommon sight could be found Monday morning aboard the USS Bataan at Mayport Naval Station. 
 

24. Alan Verlander: Preparations For Navy-Marine Corps Classic Crazy But Fun 
(FLORIDA TIMES-UNION 05 NOV 12) ... Garry Smits 

Alan Verlander walked to a bookcase in his Jacksonville City Hall office and pulled out a standard-sized 2-inch, three-ring 
notebook with about 100 pages in it — the operations manual for the six-game NCAA regional basketball tournament the city hosted 
in 2010. 

 

MEDIA: 
25. For Navy SEALs, The Biggest Threat May Be Hollywood 
They can handle al Qaeda and the Taliban. What worries America's most celebrated fighting force is the 
lure of Hollywood's siren song. 
(NEWSWEEK 12 NOV 12) ... Daniel Klaidman 

Long after the sun had dipped behind the high peaks of the Hindu Kush, on a moonless night four Navy SEALs fast-roped down 
from a Chinook helicop-ter onto an isolated ridge. It was June 27, 2005, and the elite team of American warriors was on a kill or 
cap-ture mission -- code-named Operation Red Wings -- in the heart of Taliban country. Their target was a tribal fighter named 
Ahmad Shah, whose attacks had taken a high toll on U.S. Marines in the area. 
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COMMENTARY: 
26. Bahrain Can't Blame Iran For Its Woes 
(BLOOMBERG VIEW 05 NOV 12) ... Lisa Beyer 

If there were any doubts that things were going to get nastier in Bahrain, they were dispelled when five home-made bombs went 
off in the heart of the capital Manama today, killing two people. 

 
27. Afghan Corruption, And How The U.S. Helps 
(WASHINGTON POST 06 NOV 12) ... Walter Pincus 

When it comes to corruption in Afghanistan, the time may be now for the United States to look in the mirror and see what lessons 
can be learned from contracting out parts of that war. On Sept. 30, Afghan President Hamid Karzai told CBS’s “60 Minutes” that the 
corruption wracking his government and its people has been at a level “not ever before seen in Afghanistan.” 

 
28. Winds Of Change In The East 
New hands are taking the reins in China. Where they plan to steer is anyone's guess. 
(WASHINGTON POST 06 NOV 12) ... Editorial 

Two days after Americans vote, a very different political process will get underway in China. 
 

29. Aircraft Carrier A Feasible Choice 
(CHINA DAILY 06 NOV 12) ... Wang Baokun 

Will China’s economy be unduly burdened if the government builds four aircraft carriers, complete with their formations, in the 
coming decades? Will an aircraft carrier building project be a drag on the national economy or will it be a shot in the arm for the 
country’s industrial and economic upgrade? 

 
30. The New Triangular Diplomacy: India, China And America At Sea 
As both China and India rise as naval powers their interaction with the United States will truly be a defining 
feature in the Indo-Pacific region. 
(THE DIPLOMAT 05 NOV 12) ... C. Raja Mohan 

As in the Cold War, so in the current power play between the United States and China, the rest of Asia will simply not submit 
itself to the discipline of a bipolar framework. Asia will actively shape and be shaped by the emerging strategic dynamic between 
Washington and Beijing. 
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TOP STORIES: 
1. Deadly Blasts Escalate Strife In Bahrain 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 06 NOV 12) ... Alex Delmar-Morgan 

Five bombs exploded in districts of Bahrain's capital 
popular with tourists and Westerners, killing two expatriates 
and escalating tensions between the government and its 
opponents in the Persian Gulf monarchy. 

There was no claim of responsibility for Monday's attacks 
in Manama. Bahrain's security forces regularly clash with 
extremist factions of the largely Shiite Muslim political 
opposition, which is frustrated by the slow pace of political 
change by the Sunni leadership. 

Shiite youth activists in Bahrain—many demanding the 
downfall of the monarchy—have grown more radical in the 
past year, and some have used homemade weapons, including 
bombs, to attack police. The government said the bombs used 
Monday were homemade, and called the incidents a terror 
attack. 

The incident was the first since the height of 
antigovernment protests last year in which coordinated bombs 
have been planted in busy areas of the capital. "It's been a 
pattern, but five in one day—we haven't seen that in 20 
months," said Fahad al Binali, spokesman for the Information 
Affairs Authority. 

One expatriate was seriously injured in addition to the 
two deaths, according to the Information Affairs Authority. 
The Ministry of Interior said the victims were Asian, but didn't 
specify nationality. 

The mainstream opposition group Al Wefaq voiced 
concern about the bombings, and blamed the escalation of 
violence on the lack of progress toward a political solution to 
the tensions between the government and opposition. 

Bahrain, a strategic ally of the U.S., has been roiled by 
unrest since last year's demonstrations. Since rallies were put 
down forcibly in March 2011 with the backing of troops from 
Saudi Arabia, discontent has simmered and protests—often 
marked by violent outbursts and harsh responses from 
authorities—have continued almost daily. Western powers 
have been urging Bahrain to implement reforms to ease the 
pressure. 

The mainly Shiite Muslim protesters demand more 
political representation, better jobs and housing, and an end to 
what they say is discrimination from the Gulf island's wealthy 
Sunni Muslim monarchy. 

The government has enacted some political changes, such 
as giving parliament more power to question ministers, but the 
overwhelmingly Shiite opposition and the Sunni rulers haven't 
been able to agree on a path forward. 

Western powers such as the U.S. and U.K. have urged 
political changes in Bahrain. The government has been 
unwilling to consider opposition demands for deep changes 
such as an independent judiciary and a fully elected 
parliament. 

Bahrain is under pressure to implement the 
recommendations of a report by a team of international 

lawyers and human-rights experts that accused the government 
of widespread torture and violence against protesters during 
the unrest last spring. The report found 35 people had died in 
the violence last year. Opposition groups and rights activists 
say the figure is well over double that now. 

Over the past few months the government has widened its 
pursuit of leading members of the opposition, imprisoning and 
detaining several high-profile Shiite activists as it seeks to 
stamp out a rebellion that is hurting its international reputation 
and its economy. 

Nabeel Rajab, a prominent Shiite activist and head of a 
Bahraini human-rights center, was jailed in August for three 
years for organizing illegal protests. Mr. Rajab said he wasn't 
guilty. 

Last month, the government took the rare step of 
questioning Wefaq leader Ali Salman over remarks the cleric 
made on a visit to Egypt. The government said it asked Mr. 
Salman whether he had been involved in "sectarian activities," 
a charge he denied. 

The attacks Monday came less than a week after a ban by 
the Sunni regime on all protest gatherings, a move that drew 
widespread international criticism, including from the U.S., 
which stations its naval Fifth Fleet in Bahrain. 

Political stagnation is fueling extremism, analysts say. 
"People are increasingly desperate and it's a race to make a big 
statement," said Justin Gengler, a Bahrain researcher based in 
Doha. "If the only way to draw international attention is to kill 
and blow something up, then that's the way it's going to go." 

In December, a bomb exploded near the British Embassy, 
though no one was hurt, in the first apparent attack on one of 
the government's Western allies since the outbreak of mass 
antigovernment demonstrations. 

In June, the Bahraini authorities seized over five tons of 
bomb-making materials and 110 liters of chemicals. Police 
blamed terrorists. 

"In the absence of a political solution, things can only get 
worse," said Jasim Husain, a member of Wefaq, the opposition 
group. "Extremists are exploiting the lack of political reform." 

Mr. Binali at the Information Affairs Authority denied 
extremist opposition groups were becoming more powerful. 
"There have always been radical fringes who have threatened 
violence against Bahraini citizens and expatriates," he said. 

Wefaq officials said they were losing hope of finding 
political consensus. "The explosions show how fragile the 
situation could become if we don't find a solution," Mr. 
Husain said. "Sadly we are far away from finding a solution." 

Mr. Binali at the Information Affairs Authority denied 
extremist opposition groups were becoming more powerful. 
"There have always been radical fringes who have threatened 
violence against Bahraini citizens and expatriates," he said. 
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2. USN Chief: Partners Needed For Missile Patrols 
(DEFENSE NEWS 05 NOV 12) ... Christopher P. Cavas 

Preparations are continuing to base four U.S. Navy 
destroyers in Rota, Spain, beginning in fiscal 2014 — a move 
that will allow the ships to provide a near-continuous ballistic-
missile defense (BMD) shield for Europe. 

And while the U.S. remains the only nation so far able to 
field a sea-based BMD system, the nation’s top naval officer 
sees roles other navies can play to support the mission. 

“Many of the allies that have that anti-air warfare 
capability are interested in seeing what can be done,” Adm. 
Jonathan Greenert, chief of naval operations (CNO), said in an 
Oct. 31 interview. “Each has their own boxes and political 
dynamics. But there is a renewed interest in seeing how can 
we help you with ballistic-missile defense.” 

Greenert met with many of his European counterparts in 
mid-October during a regional seapower symposium in 
Venice, Italy. BMD was one of many topics discussed during 
the meetings. 

The CNO noted that Aegis destroyers operating in a 
missile defense mode aren’t as effective in the anti-air role, 
forcing the need for an escort to protect the BMD shooter. 
European navies operate a number of destroyers and frigates 
that are capable in that area. 

“If they have that capability, they’re saying, ‘Maybe we 
can do that,’” Greenert said. “So there’s an interest in finding 
what that would mean. What would those [concepts of 
operations] be? What would the command-and-control 
structure be?” 

Greenert reviewed preparations at Rota during a brief stop 
there, and he reported he was satisfied with what he saw. A 
pier dedicated to the destroyers is being prepared, but is able 
to handle only two ships at a time. More electrical and 
information technology support will be needed before all four 
ships can be berthed. 

Officials also held discussions in Venice about 
international participation in operations around the Arabian 
Gulf. A major international mine countermeasure exercise, 
IMCMEX, was held in the region in September, part of an 
effort to respond to the potential closing of the strategic Strait 
of Hormuz at the gulf’s entrance. More than 30 nations took 
part in the maneuvers. 

The exercise, Greenert said, “was successful for sure in 
getting everybody to have us say, ‘How do you do this stuff? 
How do you do it in an international manner? What’s the 
command-and-control structure?’” 

Small countermine systems such as the Seafox and 
Kingfisher underwater vehicles, Greenert said, were 
successfully operated off small platforms, even rigid-hull 
inflatable boats. 

“There’s a lot of countries that can do that,” the CNO 
said. “With that in mind, they’re going back and looking and 
saying, ‘I think I can do more. I don’t know precisely what it 
is, and I have to take it through my process, but I’m interested 
in doing more.’” 

Operations in west Africa’s Gulf of Guinea also came up 
for discussion at Venice, Greenert said. 

In addition to semi-regular visits by U.S. forces, “the 
French come regularly, the Spanish come occasionally, the 
Brazilians are planning” a deployment. 

“The folks in the Gulf of Guinea said, ‘Can we get 
organized here so we don’t have three ships for a period — 
and man, is it stable — and then I got three months of 
nobody?’ And [the bad guys] figure that out. So maybe we get 
together and sequence our deployments. 

“We’re saying, let’s sit down, use the NATO or one of the 
constructs we have in the Mediterranean, the coalition task 
force construct, to do some of our planning. It’s starting to 
take root.” 

Return to Index 
 

3. Navy Making Sure Sailors Helping With Sandy Recovery Get A Chance To Vote 
(CNN 05 NOV 12) ... Larry Shaughnessy 

The U.S. military, both active duty and guardsmen, are 
helping the areas hit hardest by Superstorm Sandy, including 
making sure the residents can vote Tuesday. 

But the U.S. Navy has to not only worry about helping 
civilians, but also about taking care of some Sailors who find 
themselves at sea when it's time to vote. 

The USS Wasp is a large helicopter carrier anchored off 
the coast of New Jersey. It was at sea for some short-term 
training when Sandy formed and headed toward the Wasp's 
home port of Norfolk, Virginia. 

The Navy ordered the Wasp to stay out to sea and sail 
away from the storm. After Sandy passed, the Wasp sailed to 
the New York/New Jersey area to provide help. Soon, 300 
Marines from North Carolina flew out to the Wasp to join the 
relief effort. 

That's the problem. The Wasp was already at sea when 
Sandy approached the United States. Had the storm not 
formed, the crew would have been back in port by Election 
Day and voting wouldn't be an issue. 

While there are some 1,100 Sailors and Marines on board 
the Wasp, many of them are registered to vote in their 

hometowns rather than in the counties around Norfolk, so their 
votes have likely been cast and mailed already. 

The Navy is taking steps to make sure all the Sailors get a 
chance to vote. "We are working at getting the Sailors/Marines 
who are registered in Virginia to go online and print a federal 
write-in ballot. The Wasp is collecting the ballots and 
transferring these ballots prior to the election so each vote can 
be counted," said Lt. Commander Chris Servello in an e-mail 
response to questions sent from CNN. 

The Wasp also has a voting assistance officer on board 
whose job is to help all the Sailors and Marines on board clear 
the hurdles that might stand between them and casting a ballot 
on Election Day. 

Arrangements also are being made to allow the 7,600 
National Guardsmen helping with storm relief to vote. "For 
those currently on duty within their state, commanders are 
encouraged to implement rotation plans that will allow 
members to return to their polling site," according to the 
National Guard Bureau. 
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MIDEAST: 
4. Dozens Are Killed In A Fierce Outburst Of Syrian Violence 
(NEW YORK TIMES 06 NOV 12) ... Neil MacFarquhar 

BEIRUT, Lebanon — Some of the worst violence in 
months racked Syria on Monday with residents of southern 
Damascus fleeing heavy shelling, several smaller towns 
shattered by air attacks, and at least two car bombings. 

The Local Coordinating Committees, a collection of 
activist organizations across Syria, said the daily toll reached 
at least 159, including 72 killed in Idlib, and 47 in Damascus 
and its suburbs. 

People in Damascus, the capital, said the fighting was the 
fiercest they could remember since July, with thousands of 
people having fled as a Palestinian faction that supports the 
Assad government skirmished with government opponents in 
three southern neighborhoods. 

“It’s a real war,” said an activist reached in southern 
Damascus via Skype, who used only one name, Eman, for her 
safety. “Explosions, bombing and gunfire, and of course the 
helicopters, which have become part of the sky in Damascus 
now, like birds,” she said. 

The fighting, escalating over three days, ignited the 
quarters of Yarmouk and Tadamon, both heavily Palestinian, 
as well as Hajjar al-Aswad, a center of resistance to the 
government. 

Syria took in large numbers of Palestinians who fled their 
homes at the founding of Israel, and they and their 
descendants number about 450,000 now. Many have sided 
with those leading the uprising, but the Popular Front for the 
Liberation of Palestine-General Command, a faction with a 
prominent role in the neighborhoods, still supports the 
government. Much of the fighting involved Popular Front 
units, backed by government artillery. Rounds fired from the 
military airfield in Mezze slammed into the area, activists said. 

Yarmouk, founded as a Palestinian refugee camp in 1957, 
gradually became a residential district barely distinguishable 
from the rest of greater Damascus. A Facebook page focused 
on camp news published a statement from the Popular Front 
group saying it had thwarted an infiltration by government 
opponents. 

“When the terrorists failed to enter, they fired mortars 
killing a large number of martyrs and wounding a lot of 
people,” the statement said. 

Civilians have been fleeing in droves. Small artillery hit a 
minibus carrying people trying to escape from Yarmouk, 
killing five of them. Each side blamed the other for that strike. 

Displaced families have started camping in back gardens 
or schoolyards, Eman said. 

A car bomb exploded in Mezze 86, a Damascus 
neighborhood on the slopes below the official palace that 
houses the offices of President Bashar al-Assad. The area is 
heavily populated by families linked to the security forces, 
which Mr. Assad’s Alawite minority dominates. Pictures 
posted on Facebook showed a large black column of smoke 
rising from the area. 

The Free Syrian Army claimed responsibility for that 
attack, saying in a statement that it targeted military officers 

and members of the armed militias who fight for the 
government. 

The bomb, a booby-trapped car, exploded in Bride 
Square, killing at least 11 people and wounding more than 30, 
some of them critically, said the Syrian Observatory for 
Human Rights, which tracks the conflict from abroad. 

The official news agency, SANA, also put the death toll at 
11 but said at least 56 were injured. The explosion ignited 
other cars and caused widespread destruction, it said. 

Accounts differed more sharply on another car bombing, 
outside a government-owned Rural Development Center near 
Hama. The rebels and activists reported that dozens of soldiers 
were killed; the government said just two civilians had died. 

The Syrian Observatory said that Jabhet Al-Nusra — 
known as a jihadist organization — and other rebel groups in 
the region collaborated to explode a car bomb at a government 
checkpoint in a village near Hama, killing at least 50 soldiers. 
If true, that would make it one of the single deadliest anti-
government attacks since the uprising started in March 2011. 

The accounts from the observatory and rebel groups 
stated that the military had taken over the development center 
to house military units. Checkpoints in rural areas often serve 
as rudimentary bases for the government, with large numbers 
of men and equipment. 

“They targeted one of the biggest checkpoints in the 
region,” said Ahmad Raadoun, a member of the Free Syrian 
Army in the Hama suburbs who was reached by Skype. “It’s a 
big building where the regime forces were headquartered.” 

Mr. Raadoun said he was about 20 miles from the site, the 
village of Ziyara. He said the bomb caused extensive 
casualties and other damage. 

The SANA account said a suicide bomber in a vehicle 
killed 2 civilians and wounded 10 others. The government 
routinely refers to rebels as terrorists and has repeatedly 
singled out the Jabhet group as a terrorist organization. 

In its daily roundup of violence around the country, 
SANA also said that government forces clashed with 
“terrorists” in the eastern city of Deir al-Zour, and in Aleppo, 
in the north. 

Activist organizations reported a number of airstrikes 
around the country, with the toll particularly high in the 
northern towns of Harem and Kafr Nabl, both near Idlib. Kafr 
Nabl has gained a reputation throughout the conflict for its 
savvy demonstrations. For instance, villagers often carry signs 
in English to attract international support. 

But the mood was starkly different on Monday, with local 
activists saying that a government airstrike had killed at least 
17 people and that more were buried under the rubble. 

Video accounts cannot be independently confirmed, but 
three videos posted on Monday from Kafr Nabl all had similar 
scenes and the same people seen mourning over corpses 
covered with bloody blankets and tarpaulins. 

“They’re gone! They’re gone!” shouted one middle-age 
man with white hair, seemingly distraught over the death of 
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his two sons. “Where is Waleed? Where is he? I just want my 
kids, my two kids they are waiting for their mother to come.” 

One extremely graphic video posted from Kafr Nabl, near 
Idlib, shows bloodied victims dumped into a truck in the 
aftermath of what was described as an aerial assault. A shot of 
the main street shows flames leaping from vehicles and 
residents running around in panic. 

At the United Nations on Monday, a top relief official 
said the organization’s aid effort in Syria “is very dangerous 

and very difficult.” The official, John Ging, director of 
operations of the Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian 
Affairs, told reporters that the United Nations was supplying 
1.5 million people in Syria with food and that nearly half was 
being delivered into areas of conflict, but “there are areas 
beyond our reach, particularly areas under opposition control 
for quite a long time.” 
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5. Netanyahu Says He’d Go It Alone On Striking Iran 
(NEW YORK TIMES 06 NOV 12) ... Jodi Rudoren 

JERUSALEM — Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu on 
Monday reiterated his willingness to attack the Iranian nuclear 
program without support from Washington or the world, 
returning to an aggressive posture that he had largely 
abandoned since his United Nations speech in September. 

“When David Ben-Gurion declared the foundation of the 
state of Israel, was it done with American approval?” Mr. 
Netanyahu asked in an interview broadcast on Israel’s 
Channel 2 on Monday night. “When Levi Eshkol was forced 
to act in order to loosen the siege before 1967, was it done 
with the Americans’ support? 

“If someone sits here as the prime minister of Israel and 
he can’t take action on matters that are cardinal to the 
existence of this country, its future and its security, and he is 
totally dependent on receiving approval from others, then he is 
not worthy of leading,” Mr. Netanyahu added. “I can make 
these decisions.” 

Though American officials, including President Obama, 
have always acknowledged that Israel ultimately has the right 
to decide how to defend itself, Mr. Netanyahu’s tough tone 
and timing — on the eve of the American presidential election 
— are sure to reignite rifts with Washington over how best to 
prevent Tehran from developing a nuclear bomb. 

As has been the case over the past two years, however, it 
is impossible to know whether his hawkish words are 
harbingers of deeds or part of a strategic campaign to scare 
nations into increasing economic and diplomatic pressure on 
Iran. 

“I am not eager to go to war,” Mr. Netanyahu said in the 
seven-minute interview. “I have been creating very heavy 
pressure, and part of this pressure comes from the knowledge 
some of the most powerful nations in the world have that we 
are serious. This isn’t a show, this is not false.” 

Besides the creation of diplomatic tensions if Israel were 
to act alone against Washington’s wishes, there is a more 
practical concern: the Israeli military lacks the capacity to 
penetrate all of Iran’s underground nuclear facilities, and thus 
could most likely only delay the potential development of a 
nuclear weapon by a few years. The United States has bunker-
busting bombs that could do far more damage. 

The interview was broadcast on “Fact,” a program often 
compared to “60 Minutes,” at the end of an hourlong 
documentary on Israeli decision making regarding Iran over 
the past decade. The program highlighted the opposition of 
Israel’s own security establishment to a unilateral strike, 
saying that Mr. Netanyahu and his defense minister, Ehud 
Barak, ordered the Israel Defense Forces to prepare for an 

imminent operation in 2010 but were rebuffed by the chiefs of 
their military and international intelligence service. 

Among those interviewed was Ehud Olmert, the former 
prime minister currently contemplating a political comeback. 
He accused Mr. Netanyahu of “spitting in the face” of Mr. 
Obama and “doing anything possible to stop him from being 
elected president of the United States,” a harsh critique in a 
country that regards safeguarding its special relationship with 
Washington as a sacred priority. 

“What’s all this talk, that we will decide alone on our fate 
and that we won’t take anybody else into consideration?” said 
Mr. Olmert, who is expected to make Mr. Netanyahu’s 
relationship with Mr. Obama a mainstay of his campaign if he 
runs. “Can someone please explain to me with which airplanes 
we will attack if we decide to attack alone, against the opinion 
of others — airplanes that we built here in Israel? With which 
bombs will we bomb, bombs that we made by ourselves? With 
which special technologies will we do it, those that we made 
by ourselves or those that we received from other sources?” 

But when shown a video of Mr. Olmert’s retort, Mr. 
Netanyahu was not cowed. “If what I just heard is that on this 
matter which threatens our very existence, we should just say, 
we should just hand the keys over to the Americans and tell 
them, ‘You decide whether or not to destroy this project, 
which threatens our very existence,’ well, that’s one possible 
approach, but it’s not my approach,” he said. “My approach is 
that if we can have others take care of it, or if we can get to a 
point where no one has to, that’s fine; but if we have no choice 
and we find ourselves with our backs against the wall, then we 
will do what we have to do in order to defend ourselves.” 

After years in which Mr. Netanyahu and Mr. Barak 
pursued the Iranian threat in close partnership, the prime 
minister now seems virtually alone in his defiant stance, as 
other leaders attempt to distinguish their positions ahead of 
Israeli elections on Jan. 22. While Mr. Netanyahu said in his 
Sept. 27 speech at the United Nations that the critical moment 
for preventing Iran from developing a weapon would most 
likely come next spring, Mr. Barak last week pushed the 
timetable back further, and offered a new explanation of 
Israel’s reduced sense of urgency. 

The crux of Mr. Barak’s argument, made in an interview 
with Britain’s Daily Telegraph, was based on reports by the 
International Atomic Energy Agency, the most recent in 
August, showing that Iran had 189 kilograms, about 416 
pounds, of uranium enriched to the 20 percent level — from 
which it could relatively easily be further enriched to weapons 
grade. Roughly half of that was diverted to civilian use in a 
form that could not be easily turned into bomb fuel. But Iran 
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has continued production and by most estimates, at current 
rates, would have roughly a bomb’s worth by next summer. 

That “allows contemplating delaying the moment of truth 
by 8 to 10 months,” Mr. Barak said. 

But several high-ranking Israeli officials and analysts said 
that Mr. Barak’s explanation was overly simplistic. While the 
diversion was clearly a factor, they said, it was not a new 
development: the nuclear agency had reported a similar 
transfer of enriched uranium in May, and that had hardly 
cooled the rhetoric of either Mr. Barak or Mr. Netanyahu 
through the summer. And both men have long warned of 
secret centrifuges that could be spinning without outside 
knowledge, enabling rapid replenishment of the enriched 
stockpile. 

“Netanyahu backed away because he was getting the 
message that he was going too far and this could do damage, 
this was not helpful either to Israel or to stopping Iran,” said 

Emily Landau, an Iran expert at the Institute for National 
Security Studies at Tel Aviv University. “It might be easier for 
Barak to now say that it’s because of the technical issue, but 
it’s not a real issue. Relations with the United States is a much 
more substantial, real issue, but it’s more difficult to give that 
as your explanation.” 

Graham Allison, a Harvard professor of government who 
specializes in international security, called Mr. Barak’s 
statement “kind of a convenient excuse,” adding that “the 
reason they really blinked” was that the prime minister was 
unable to convince a majority of his cabinet of the wisdom of 
acting alone. 

“The big phenomenon here is what I’ve called the revolt 
of the Israeli security barons,” Mr. Allison said. “I can’t think 
of a prior Israeli government or an analogous case anywhere 
where there’s such a clear gap between a prime minister on 
one hand and his security establishment on the other.” 
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ASIA – PACIFIC: 
6. U.S. And Japan Begin Huge Military Drill, Minus Key Part 
(NEW YORK TIMES 05 NOV 12) ... Martin Fackler 

TOKYO — The militaries of the United States and Japan 
began an enormous joint drill on Monday, though leaving out 
a key part of the exercise that might have angered China. 

Japan’s Defense Ministry said 37,000 Japanese and 
10,000 American military personnel would be taking part in 
the 12-day drill, which involves United States Navy ships 
transporting Japanese troops. The top government spokesman, 
Chief Cabinet Secretary Osamu Fujimura, said the drill, near 
Okinawa, was not aimed at a specific country. 

But the Japanese government canceled a joint amphibious 
landing on a remote island in what experts described as an 
effort not to provoke China, which is locked in an emotional 
dispute with Japan over control of uninhabited islands near 
Okinawa in the East China Sea. 

The friction has been intensifying for months. In a more 
direct challenge to Japanese control, Chinese patrol ships have 
for more than two weeks been entering waters around the 
disputed island group, known as the Senkaku in Japan and 
Diaoyu in China. 
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7. U.S. Sailors On Okinawa Charged With Gang Rape, Robbery 
(STARS AND STRIPES 06 NOV 12) ... Travis J. Tritten and Chiyomi Sumida 

CAMP FOSTER, Okinawa — Japanese authorities 
charged two U.S. Navy Sailors Tuesday with gang raping and 
robbing an Okinawan woman outside Kadena Air Base last 
month, an incident that sparked a curfew for all U.S. 
servicemembers in the country. 

Seaman Christopher Browning and Petty Officer 3rd 
Class Skyler Dozierwalker, both 23, are accused of choking 
and raping the woman in a parking lot for nearly an hour Oct. 
16, according to the Naha public prosecutor’s office and 
police statements. Browning is also charged with stealing 
7,000 yen (about $87) from the woman’s bag during the 
assault. 

The incident has triggered outrage on an island with deep 
sensitivities toward rape by servicemembers, public protests 
against the deployment of MV-22 Ospreys and the arrest of a 
Kadena airman suspected in a violent home invasion last 
week. 

Deputy Chief Prosecutor Nobutaka Hiramitsu unveiled 
the indictment against Browning and Dozierwalker, saying 
they attacked the woman as she walked along a street in 
central Okinawa just before 4 a.m., choking her and covering 
her mouth, causing a neck sprain, as they forced her to have 
sex. 

Both Sailors will remain in Japanese custody and will be 
tried in Japanese court. No court date was set. 

Following the Sailors’ arrest last month, the U.S. military 
quickly reacted with a blanket 11 p.m. to 5 a.m. curfew for 
servicemembers across Japan and made numerous official 
apologies. 

Rape remains a top reason why many Okinawans demand 
reductions in the large U.S. military presence on the island. In 
1995, three U.S. servicemembers abducted and raped a 12-
year-old Okinawan girl. That case remains a high-water mark 
for anti-military sentiment and prompted the U.S. and Japan to 
strike an agreement to draw down forces on the island by 
moving 9,000 Marines elsewhere, though the plans have yet to 
be realized. 

Now, the gang rape charges and a violent break-in and 
attack in a Japanese home in the Yomitan area north of 
Kadena last Friday are further complicating relations. 

Okinawa police began questioning a 24-year-old airman 
assigned to Kadena Air Base on Monday about the home 
invasion after he was released from Naval Hospital Okinawa. 
The Air Force and Japanese authorities declined to identify 
him. 
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The airman was injured after falling from the third floor 
of a building that housed a bar where he had been drinking, 
according to a spokesman for the Okinawa prefectural police. 

Following the questioning, police said they believe the 
airman entered an apartment on the third floor of the building, 

punched a 13-year-old boy and kicked a television set before 
falling from a window. 

The airman told police he was heavily intoxicated and 
does not remember what happened. 
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8. China Says It Held Talks With Japan On Islands Row 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 05 NOV 12) 

BEIJING - China said it finished another round of 
meetings with Japan Monday about a dispute over East China 
Sea islands that has hurt bilateral trade and deepened tensions. 

Both sides have publicly refused to back down on their 
respective claims tyo the Japan-controlled islands, known as 
Senkaku in Japan and Diaoyu in China. 

Tokyo nationalised the islands in September, sparking 
street protests in Chinese cities. China has also cancelled 
official events in response to the move. 

Chinese and Japanese officials overseeing Asian affairs 
met on Sunday and Monday to prepare for more talks between 
their deputy foreign ministers, which began in September, said 
foreign ministry spokesman Hong Lei. 

He did not say where the meeting took place. 

The Chinese representative "said that China is willing to 
solve the dispute with negotiation but China would never cede 
even half a step for sovereignty issues,” according to Hong. 

He reiterated China's stance that Japan "admit mistakes" 
and "make concrete efforts" to resolve the situation. 

National pride as well as potential mineral reserves are at 
stake in the decades-old dispute, which has hit the huge trade 
relationship between the world's second and third largest 
economies. 

The row escalated in September after Tokyo purchased 
some of the islands to prevent Tokyo's nationalist governor 
from doing so, prompting large-scale and occasionally violent 
demonstrations across China. 

Since September, Chinese vessels have moved in and out 
of what Japan says is its sovereign territory, most recently for 
three consecutive days ending Sunday. 
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9. Chinese Amphib Developments Attract Scrutiny 
(AVIATION WEEK 06 NOV 12) ... Michael Fabey 

While the development of Chinese aircraft carriers may 
have garnered most of the public’s attention recently, naval 
defense analysts say the Asian giant’s amphibious fleet plans 
deserve a closer look given the vessels’ potential for far-flung 
missions. 

“China has built and deployed a new class of amphibious 
ships called the Yuzhao or Type 071 class,” notes a U.S. 
Congressional Research Service (CRS) report on Chinese 
navy modernization. “The lead ship in the class entered 
service in 2007 and was deployed as part of one of China’s 
anti-piracy patrols off Somalia.” 

The second ship in the class was launched in November 
2010 and began sea trials around September 2011, CRS says, 
adding that the third and fourth ships in the class reportedly 
have been launched. 

“The Type 071 design has an estimated displacement of 
17,600 tons, compared with about 15,900 tons to 16,700 tons 
for the U.S. Navy’s Whidbey Island/Harpers Ferry (LSD-
41/49) class amphibious ships, which were commissioned into 
service between 1985 and 1998, and about 25,900 tons for the 

U.S. Navy’s new San Antonio (LPD-17) class amphibious 
ships, the first of which was commissioned into service in 
2006,” CRS says. 

China reportedly might also begin — or might have 
already begun — building a larger amphibious ship, called the 
Type 081 LHD, that may displace about 20,000 tons, CRS 
says. 

“Such a ship would be about half as large as U.S. Navy 
LHD/LHA-type amphibious assault ships, and about the same 
size as France’s Mistral-class LHDs,” CRS reports. “Some 
observers believe China may build a total of three or more 
Type 081s.” 

The amphibious ships provide China with greater 
flexibility for missions. “Although larger amphibious ships 
such as the Type 071 and the Type 081 would be of value for 
conducting amphibious landings in Taiwan-related conflict 
scenarios, some observers believe that China is building such 
ships more for their value in conducting other kinds of 
operations that are more distant from China’s shores,” CRS 
reports. 
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10. Marine Number Set To Swell 
(NORTHERN TERRITORY NEWS (AUSTRALIA) 06 NOV 12) ... Nigel Adlam 

There were plans to station 7500 U.S. marines in Darwin, 
it was revealed yesterday. 

But the idea was dropped because Canberra feared it 
would look as though Australia was “conceding too much” to 
America. 

And the U.S. Defence Department said it was 
“operationally undesirable” to have that many. 

But America is believed to want the option to deploy 
more than the 2,500 agreed last year. 

The subject will be raised at top-level regional security 
talks. 

U.S. Secretary of State Hillary Clinton and Secretary of 
Defence Leon Panetta will arrive in Perth next Tuesday. 

They will hold discussions with Defence Minister 
Stephen Smith and Foreign Affairs Minister Bob Carr. 
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The U.S. wants greater access to north Australian 
airbases, including Darwin. 

And there are reports that it is keen to increase the 
number of marines rotating through the city’s Robertson 
Barracks. 

The marines deal was announced when President Barack 
Obama visited Canberra and Darwin last year. 

But not before Australia had an attack of last minute “cold 
feet”, according to reports. 

Canberra wanted to postpone the historic announcement. 
But this was rejected by the U.S. authorities, which 

wanted the president to be able to make a major 
announcement during his visit. 

Marines started a rolling deployment in Darwin in April. 
The U.S. is stepping up its military presence in Australia 

as part of meeting the growing strength of China. 
Mr. Smith has said that this will mean more troops, ships 

and warplanes “in and out” of Darwin. 
Return to Index 
 

11. Joint U.S.-Brunei Naval Exercise Begins 
Brunei conducts joint CARAT annual naval exercise with U.S. Pacific Fleet 
(BRUNEI TIMES 06 NOV 12) ... Rabiatul Kamit 

More than 300 soldiers from the U.S. Pacific Fleet are 
participating alongside the Royal Brunei Armed Forces 
(RBAF) in the annual bilateral military exercise known as 
CARAT or Cooperation Afloat Readiness and Training. 

Conducted between the U.S. Navy (USN) and Royal 
Brunei Navy (RBN), the week-long exercise commenced 
yesterday after it was officiated in a ceremony at the Muara 
Naval Base. 

Rear Admiral Thomas F. Carney, Commander Task Force 
73, remarked that CARAT has "evolved steadily" with 
scenarios tailored to RBAF training requirements. 

The training required include providing support for UN 
peacekeeping missions, humanitarian assistance, disaster relief 
and offshore security. 

"Over the next week, we will continue to reinforce 
positive relationships, enhance cooperation and expand 
interoperability during a series of events ashore and at sea," he 
said. 

Training exchanges will comprise of a symposia and 
classroom instruction with the aim of sharing best practices on 
a range of topics from damage control and diving operations 
to maritime law enforcement and proliferation security. 

During the exercise, rescue swimmers from both navies 
will join Royal Brunei Air Force (RBAirF) helicopters and a 
U.S. Navy P3 aircraft in a hands-on search and rescue training. 

Furthermore, the U.S. Marines and Royal Brunei Land 
Force (RBLF) will also conduct extensive training covering 
Military Operations on Urban Terrain (MOUT), while the 24-
hour sea phase will include maritime security scenarios, a 
gunnery exercise and shipboard helicopter operations. 

"Each of these events enhances interoperability and 
increases readiness in responses to real world situations, from 
humanitarian assistance/disaster relief to protecting sea lines 
of communication and maintaining freedom of navigation," he 
said. 

Throughout the week, other interaction programmes such 
as community service projects, band performances and 
sporting events between both forces will be held. 

In his opening address, the RBN Commander First 
Admiral, Dato Seri Pahlawan Hj Abd Halim Hj Mohd 
Hanafiah stated that among the objective of CARAT is to 
enhance regional cooperation, strengthen defence relations and 
build professionalism. 

He explained that to achieve these objectives, the 
participating armed forces need to develop mutual respect, 
understanding, trust and confidence with one another. 

"Like many bilateral arrangements, these objectives will 
not be achieved overnight. I must applaud the U.S. for their 
confidence and (continued) interest in making their exercise a 
cornerstone for this region," said the RBN Commander. 

First Admiral Dato Hj Abd Halim expected the RBAF to 
contribute significantly to this year's CARAT. This year marks 
the 18th series of CARAT since its inception in 1995. 

"With these strong ties, we hope to see further 
cooperation between both countries, not just within defence-
related matters, but in other key areas as well," he added. 

He then reiterated that the RBAF is committed to forging 
life-long relations and strengthening established bonds. 

The U.S. Ambassador to Brunei, His Excellency Daniel L 
Shields III was also present at the opening ceremony. 
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ALLIED NAVIES: 
12. U.K. Defence Secretary Makes Case For Operating 2 Carriers 
(DEFENSE NEWS 05 NOV 12) ... Andrew Chuter 

LONDON — British Defence Secretary Philip Hammond 
has thrown his weight behind a plan to operate both of the new 
aircraft carriers once the new Queen Elizabeth-class warships 
enter service late this decade. Under the current plan still in 
effect, the U.S. will build two ships but operate only one. 

Hammond said no decision will be taken before the 2O15 
strategic defense review on whether the second carrier would 
be retained for use by the Royal Navy, but the "relatively 
modest" additional 70 million pounds ($112.7 million) annual 
cost of having the two war-ships available is an "extremely 

good investment," he told the Royal United Services Institute 
annual air power conference Nov. 1 in London. 

The British government's decision this year to switch back 
to purchasing the Short take-off, vertical-landing variant of the 
F-35 Joint Strike Fighter meant there was now "a realistic 
possibility of both carriers coming into service,' Hammond 
said. 

A second operational carrier would allow the Royal Navy 
to have one of its-two 65.000-ton warships continuously 
available for deployment throughout their lifetime, he told the 
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audience of senior military officers and industry executives. In 
extreme circumstances, and given a little notice, it would be 
possible to have both carriers available at once, he said. 

The BAE Systems-led industry alliance building the 
warships is already well advanced on construction of Queen 
Elizabeth, the first of the warships, and building modules for 
the second carrier, Prince of Wales, is also now underway at 
yards across the U.K 

A spokesman for the alliance said officials expect to 
complete sea trials on the first ship in 2017 and achieve initial 
operating capability in 2020. The second carrier is about two 
years behind Queen Elizabeth. 

Officially, the cost of the carrier program is put at 52 
billion pounds, but sources familiar with the program expect 
the final figure to be closer to 6.2 billion pounds once the final 
figures are presented to the Defence Ministry. 

Hammond also used his speech to settle a row between 
the Royal Air Force and the Royal Navy over exactly how 
many jets should be routinely deployed onboard the aircraft 
carrier once it enters service. 

The British P-35 fleet will be operated by a joint RAF/RN 
force. The exact number of aircraft to be purchased initially 
remains unclear, but media reports have put the figure at 40 to 
48. 

The RAF has been arguing for a small number of aircraft 
to be routinely deployed on the carrier in the early years as the 
over-all fleet, of aircraft is built up. The number is unknown, 
but one RN source said it was in single figures. 

Hammond appeared to end the debate, saying the RN 
would 'routinely embark 12 jets when deployed outside home 

waters, with an ability to surge that number in periods of 
tension." 

Land-based initial operating capability for the F-35 is 
scheduled for 2018, with initial flights off HMS Queen 
Elizabeth set for 2018, Hammond said. 

The defense secretary said discussions were underway on 
how plans to build a new generation of nuclear-missile-armed 
sub-marines to replace the current Vanguard class of boats, 
starting in 2028, could affect other programs. 

Nuclear deterrent spending would cause cash spikes in the 
budget in the 2020s and 2030s, Hammond said. 

"The question is simply whether it made sense to defer 
normal [program] replacement, cycles while we spend on 
nuclear replacement and its knock on effect across other 
domains," he said. 

The Defence Ministry estimated the cost of the new 
nuclear missile boats at between 15 billion and 20 billion 
pound: at 2006 prices. The MoD announced Oct. 29 that it had 
awarded an additional 353 million pounds of work to continue 
design of the new-generation sub, for which BAE will receive 
318 million pounds. 

The award of the work comes just days after a 
parliamentary committee warned Britain could face unilateral 
nuclear disarmament if an upcoming independence 
referendum in Scotland — set for 2014 — results in a win for 
the Scottish Nationalist Party. The SNP wants nuclear 
weapons removed from the country as quickly as is safely 
possible. 
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PERSONNEL: 
13. Navy Jobs Program Becomes Model For All Services 
Goal is to get wounded vets employed in 30 days 
(NAVY TIMES 12 NOV 12) ... Gidget Fuentes 

SAN DIEGO — The success of the Navy Department’s 
yearlong initiative to help wounded veterans find jobs within 
the department has led the Pentagon to adopt it across the 
services, a top official said Oct. 30. 

Juan Garcia, assistant secretary for manpower and reserve 
affairs, who last year initiated the Defense Outplacement 
Referral Service, announced its Defense Department-wide 
rollout here during the Navy Department’s two-day Wounded 
Warrior Hiring and Support Conference. 

The move will ease access to about 800,000 Defense 
Department jobs for veterans of the wars in Iraq and 
Afghanistan from all services who have a disability rating of 
30 percent or higher. 

The goal is to get qualified vets employed within 30 days. 
Wounded vets with jobs, Garcia said, have the best shot at 

a smoother reintegration into civilian life. But the wars in Iraq 
and Afghanistan have left thousands of troops wounded and 
disabled from improvised explosive devices and traumatic 
brain injuries, and record numbers are diagnosed or struggling 
with post-traumatic stress disorder. 

“Our challenge is how do we ensure the IED, the PTSD, 
the TBI don’t become the Agent Orange of this generation,” 
he said. “If we are going to ask the private sector to step 

forward, then the Navy Department should lead.” DORS is a 
centralized job listing and placement system that can be 
accessed through the Navy Department’s human resources 
website, www.donhr.navy.mil. The program also will 
“partner” with the Veterans Affairs and Labor departments, 
Garcia said, to match vets with available jobs in those 
agencies. 

In the past year, the Navy hired 10,867 veterans, 
including 2,540 disabled vets; 1,835 of those were rated at 
least 30 percent disabled, according to Navy data. 

‘It Happened Real, Real Quick’ 
Army Sgt. Matthew Sullivan, who lost a leg after stepping 

on a land mine in August 2010 in Afghanistan, landed a 
government job in San Diego just four months after he was 
medically retired in November 2011. 

In March, he became a human resources assistant 
supervisor at Marine Corps Air Station Miramar, Calif. While 
he feels he’s still in transition between military and civilian 
life, having that job helps him feel more valued and worthy. 

“Everybody ultimately wants to be a contributing member 
of society,” said Sullivan, 36, who joined the Army after an 
eight-year stretch working in the private sector following a 
four-year tour in the Coast Guard. 
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He learned about DORS while recuperating in the Warrior 
Transition Unit at Naval Medical Center San Diego. He 
welcomed the help, which includes personal counseling and 
help crafting résumés to highlight military responsibilities. 

“It can be a little overwhelming to try to find jobs that you 
are qualified for,” he said. “Within two or three weeks, I had 
an interview and was offered a job. It happened real, real 
quick.” Marine Sgt. Gabe Ledesma, 25, was medically retired 
in September 2011, two years after he was wounded by a 
suicide bomber in Afghanistan. He planned to find work back 
home in New Jersey after a stint at Walter Reed National 
Military Medical Center Bethesda, Md., maybe in law 
enforcement or with the post office. 

Through DOHS, Ledesma learned about Operation 
Warfighter, a DoD internship program for wounded vets. 
Along the way he learned to write a résumé that highlighted 
his military experience in three deployments where he did 
convoy security, detainee handling, and logistics and 
transportation. 

In June, he got a job at Naval Sea Systems Command’s 
Wounded Warrior Office, working with its program to employ 
disabled veterans. 

But the struggle to find work took much longer for 
Marine Sgt. Laura Langdeau. 

Wounded in Iraq in April 2004, Langdeau, an aviation 
maintenance administrative specialist, was medically retired 
the following year. For the next two years, she struggled to 
find a permanent job. 

The VA “wasn’t much help,” she said, and transition 
assistance program classes she attended seemed 
overwhelming. 

“I didn’t have that guidance. My unit really didn’t know 
what to do with me,” she said. 

Langdeau scraped by with the help of her sisters and 
bounced around in college courses. In 2007 she took the first 
of several contractor jobs in California, but they were just 
temporary work. 

But in June, Langdeau, 32, began work as a production 
coordinator at Joint Base McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst, N.J., a full-
time job she got through DORS. It could mean a new career, 
she said. 
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MARINE CORPS: 
14. Marines Look For New Ways To Spot Wood And Fertilizer Bombs 
(DANGER ROOM (WIRED) 05 NOV 12) ... Benjamin Plackett 

Finding a roadside bomb was never easy, even back when 
insurgents made their improvised explosive devices (IEDs) 
from old artillery shells and other metal parts. But now that 
militant bomb-makers favor wood and fertilizer as the main 
components for their IEDs, detection has become a complete 
nightmare. 

That’s why the U.S. Marine Corps wants to build an 
entirely new kind of bomb detector, one that doesn’t rely on 
spotting the metal in the IED. 

As far as improvised bombs go, the U.S. military is 
ensnared in a counterinsurgency game of constant one-
upmanship. Just as the military finds a way to better detect an 
improvised bomb, the enemy finds a way to outsmart them 
and keep the bomb hidden until it’s too late. 

For a while the insurgent’s bomb of choice used to be 
radio detonated, so the military used expensive jammers to 
block the radio signal and prevent the explosion. But 
insurgents soon moved on to bombs that responded to 
pressure, be it a foot or a tank, rather than radio waves – cue 
metal detectors. Check mate, insurgents. Well, until they 
decided to build metal-free bombs from wood and fertilizer. 

In a recent call for design proposals, the Navy hopes that 
the new mine detectors will “be the material solution to the 

capability gap that exists in the detection of explosive devices” 
by locating both bombs made of metal and wood and fertilizer. 

The Marines want the “low metallic signature mine 
detector” to be “a light-weight, man-portable, handheld 
detection system that is capable of detecting traditional, low 
metallic and non-metallic mines and explosive devices.” 

They also want the detector to expose IEDs whether 
they’re buried in sand, clay or river rock – and it should be 
able to function at temperatures between -25 and +120 degrees 
Fahrenheit with a continuous performance time of 16.5 hours 
“without degradation of system performance.” 

The handheld detector will weigh in at less that 9 pounds, 
about the same as a small bowling ball and it will need to have 
an “instant-on button” with a “start-up time of less that 90 
seconds.” 

The new detector should be able to identify improvised 
non-metallic devices, such as the wood-fertilizer bomb, at a 
minimum detection probability of 85 percent and a maximum 
false alarm rate of ten percent. In other words, it doesn’t have 
to be perfect — just an improvement over today’s maddening 
status quo. 
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AVIATION: 
15. F-35 Pilot Training OUE Under Way At Eglin 
(AVIATION WEEK 06 NOV 12) ... Amy Butler 

Four student pilots participating in an operational utility 
evaluation of the F-35A at Eglin AFB, Fla., have each begun 

the flying portion of their training, and officials there say they 
are on track for completion of the OUE in the next few weeks. 
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“If we have good weather, we will be done in the next 
two weeks,” says Lt. Col. Lee Kloos, 58th Fighter Squadron 
commander at Eglin, where pilot training is taking place. 

The OUE was added to the program to allow for Pentagon 
testers to ensure the aircraft, which is still early in its 
development program, is ready for formal training to begin. 
For that to happen, officials need to ensure the aircraft is 
suitable to turn sorties at a sufficient rate to graduate pilots 
consistently. 

Last year, Pentagon testers questioned the aircraft’s 
readiness for training owing to its technical immaturity, 
prompting the Air Force to call for the OUE. In the meantime, 
Eglin has been receiving F-35s off of the Lockheed Martin 
production line but unable to conduct formal training on the A 
model. 

Each of the pilots in the OUE program will be qualified to 
fly the F-35A aircraft with the Block IA software, the most 
basic package suitable for flying, traffic patterns and 
approaches. Two of the four will be part of the operational 
testing pilot force and the remaining two will be used for local 
area operations, Kloos says. Prior to flight operations, each 
pilot went through academic and simulator training, and a 
required engine and taxi run. 

The flying portion of the training includes six syllabus 
flights, each lasting an average of 90 min., Kloos says. As the 
F-35 is a single-seat fighter, an instructor shadows the students 
on each training sortie. A final, seventh ride will be each 
student’s checkout flight. 

During the sorties, students are using the Vision Systems 
International helmet that has plagued the program with jitter 
and acuity issues. However, students are only using its basic 
functionality and are not engaging in night flights or advanced 
systems with the Block IA software. 

Kloos says the aircraft has performed as expected during 
the OUE. 

Once the OUE is complete, data from it will be forwarded 
to the Air Force Air Education and Training Center. Its 
commander, Gen. Edward Rice, ultimately will decide 
whether the F-35A is ready for formal training to begin. 
Officials are targeting early next year. They had hoped to start 
pilot training last fall. 

Maintainer training has been under way since early this 
year, when F-35s started arriving at Eglin. The base is 
currently home to nine F-35As owned by the U.S. Air Force, 
11 F-35Bs owned by the U.S. Marine Corps and two F-35Bs 
owned by the U.K. 
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SURFACE FLEET: 
16. Ingalls-Built LPD 24, Arlington, Completes Navy Acceptance Trials 
(MISSISSIPPI PRESS (PASCAGOULA) 05 NOV 12) ... April M. Havens 

PASCAGOULA, Mississippi -- Ingalls Shipbuilding's 
amphibious transport dock Arlington successfully completed 
its U.S. Navy acceptance sea trials last week, the company 
announced Monday. 

LPD 24, under construction at the Pascagoula yard, is the 
8th in the LPD 17-class to be built by the company. It's slated 
to be commissioned next spring. 

The 684-foot-long vessel's primary mission is to transport 
up to 800 Marines, their fighting vehicles and aircraft. 

"We have now completed successful sea trials on 8 LPDs, 
and our sea trial team continues to perform magnificently," 
said Doug Lounsberry, Ingalls' vice president of the LPD 
program. 

"Our shipbuilders, and specifically the LPD 24 team, did 
an outstanding job in getting this ship prepared for this trial," 
he said. "We have a hot production line associated with the 
LPD program, and through our new build strategies and 
planning processes, more outfitting is taking place in the 
shops, which improves our efficiency. We will continue this 
trend as the premier builder of amphibious ships for the U.S. 
Navy." 

At sea for 3 days, the vessel performed more than 200 
tests. 

The Navy's Board of Inspection and Survey and Ingalls' 
test and trials team tested ship systems such as anchor 
handling, flight operations, steering, navigation, ballasting and 
de-ballasting the well deck and a full power demonstration. 

"LPD 24 is a great ship, and she performed well for 
INSURV," said Richard Schenk, Ingalls' vice president of test 
and trials. "We even had an opportunity to steam in formation 
with Anchorage (LPD 23) while at sea. It takes a great deal of 
logistical planning to pull off such a successful trial, and I 
would like to congratulate the Ingalls and SUPSHIP teams for 
making this a success." 

The ships are meant to provide the Navy and Marine 
Corps with modern, sea-based platforms that are networked 
and survivable. 

They have the capability of transporting and debarking air 
cushion or conventional landing craft and expeditionary 
fighting vehicles, augmented by helicopters or vertical takeoff 
and landing aircraft, such as the MV-22 Osprey. 

Three other LPDs are also under construction at the 
Pascagoula and Avondale shipyards. 

Somerset (LPD 25) is slated for delivery from Avondale 
next year, and John P. Murtha (LPD 26) is slated for 
completion in early 2016 in Pascagoula. 

LPD 27 is also under construction in Pascagoula. 
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17. Famed ‘38 Special’ Nears Retirement 
(NAVY TIMES 12 NOV 12) ... Sam Fellman 

Say goodbye to the Navy’s “38 special.” The frigate 
Curts, so nicknamed because of its hull number 38, is slated to 
be decommissioned early next year after 29 years of service. 

Curts is one of five Oliver Hazard Perry-class frigates the 
Navy is retiring next year as the hulls hit their three-decade 
lifespan: 
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 Underwood returned home Oct. 30 from its final 
deployment, supporting counterdrug operations in the 
Caribbean; it will be decommissioned in March. 

 Carr is in the Pacific, off Central America, on its last 
deployment, also in support of counter-drug ops; last 
month, it recovered $26 million worth of cocaine 
thrown overboard by suspected drug smugglers. 

 Klakring deployed to 6th Fleet in June, bringing 
along four MQ-8B Fire Scout unmanned helicopters 
to assist with missions around the Horn of Africa. It’s 
set to be decommissioned in March. 

 Reuben James left Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, on Oct. 3 
for its final deployment, a seven month trip to the 
Western Pacific. It’s scheduled to be retired this 
summer. 

Late last month, the frigate Crommelin was retired in a 
Pearl Harbor ceremony. 

Curts is set for a Jan. 25 decommissioning in San Diego. 
The ship earned its reputation for valor during the first 

Gulf War. In 1991, Curts’ crew and Navy SEALs stormed the 
Iraqi garrison on Qaruh Island, a tiny island near Kuwait, 
taking 51 prisoners in a mission that earned them the Combat 
Action Ribbon. 

Befitting that reputation, the current crew is patrolling the 
eastern Pacific for drug traffickers and organized crime as part 
of Operation Martillo, the ship said in an Oct. 29 news release. 

The frigate, named for Navy Cross recipient Adm. 
Maurice Curts, was built by Todd Naval Shipyard in Los 
Angeles and was commissioned in 1983. 

“Curts will leave the fleet the same way she came into the 
fleet,” said Cmdr. Fermin Espinoza, the ship’s commanding 
officer, in the release. “Ready to fight!” Officials plan to sell 
Curts, along with the four other frigates being deactivated next 
year, to foreign navies. 

Return to Index 
 

18. Software ‘Scrums’ Keep DDG-1000 Work On Track 
(AVIATION WEEK 06 NOV 12) ... Michael Fabey 

Few ships are more dependent on proper software 
development than the thinly crewed DDG-1000 Zumwalt-
class destroyers, which rely on computer networks to run more 
automated systems for their operation. 

Thus far, Raytheon Integrated Systems, one of the 
Zumwalt’s prime contractors developing a major portion of 
that software, has been able to meet program deadlines and 
milestones for those systems. 

One of the keys for that success, says Bill Marcley, 
Raytheon DDG-1000 program manager and vice president of 
Total Ship Mission Systems, has been a “new agile software 
development approach” for software development and 
production. 

“The commercial world is largely shifting away from a 
software development approach that has you develop all of 
your requirements and then go into a design-code-test phase 
and get all of that done and then you go into software 
integration testing,” he says. 

“Instead, you develop smaller amounts of the 
requirements,” he says. “You do your coding and you 
integrate it all in smaller stories incrementally instead of 
people wringing out all of the requirements and people doing 
integration separately. You do it as a team.” 

He says the small-unit development and integration are 
called “scrums,” an allusion to the rugby term for the 
organized, hard-hitting rumble for the ball between the two 
teams. 

“We basically grab functionally and break it down into 
story points,” he says. “The benefit is there is less thrown over 

the wall. There is more face-to-face interaction and quicker 
turnaround on problem solutions and development.” 

Also, he says, the approach combines the talents of the 
various software development teams earlier and more fully. 
“The folks who are helping develop and the people doing the 
requirements development and integration are testing it,” he 
says. 

Marcley adds, “All support is linked together across the 
team, so there is much tighter interaction. There is lots of face-
to-face work. We actually changed our facilities — instead of 
software writers and requirements people sitting in separate 
cubes, we got rid of all that and now they’re in collaborative 
work environments. They sit and face each other around 
conference tables specifically designed to facilitate software 
testing.” 

The process makes for more cohesive software 
development, he says. “You eliminate gaps between teams. 
You identify problems way earlier in the software 
development cycle. We’re seeing benefits of that.” 

Raytheon is now working on some of the most vital 
defensive software systems for the ship. “We’re going to write 
so many stories on so much software relative to air missile 
defense or sonar processing,” he says. 

The next major milestone is in December, he notes, when 
Raytheon has a major software review with Navy 
participation. 

“The Navy sits in on our weekly software status reviews,” 
he says. “We have monthly combat systems reviews. 

The Navy gets a tremendous amount of visibility into 
what we’re doing.” 
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CYBER: 
19. China Most Threatening Cyberspace Force, U.S, Panel Says 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 05 NOV 12) ... Tony Capaccio 

China is “the most threatening actor in cyberspace” as its 
intelligence agencies and hackers use increasingly 
sophisticated techniques to gain access to U.S. military 

computers and defense contractors, according to the draft of 
an annual report mandated by Congress. 
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Chinese hackers are moving into “increasingly advanced 
types of operations or operations against specialized targets,” 
such as sensors and apertures on deployed U.S. military 
platforms, according to the report. 

“China’s persistence, combined with notable 
advancements in exploitation activities over the past year, 
poses growing challenges to information systems and their 
users,” the U.S.- China Economic and Security Review 
Commission said in the draft obtained by Bloomberg News. 
“Chinese penetrations of defense systems threaten the U.S. 
military’s readiness and ability to operate.” 

A U.S. intelligence official, speaking on the condition of 
anonymity to discuss classified matters, described as relentless 
China’s efforts to blind or disrupt U.S. intelligence and 
communications satellites, weapons targeting systems, and 
navigation computers. 

The commission’s draft report bolsters warnings by U.S. 
officials that cyberattacks pose growing risks to the military 
and to critical industries such as electric utilities, pipelines, 
and telecommunications. Defense Secretary Leon Panetta 
cited Chinese and Russian capabilities in an Oct. 11 speech, 
saying cyber threats could become as devastating as the Sept. 
11, 2001, terrorist attacks. 

‘Zero-Day’ Attacks 
Most cyber activity in China during the past year “relied 

on basic and straightforward techniques,” such as “zero-day” 
attacks that exploit a software vulnerability for which victims 
have no immediate fix or patch and the use of stolen digital 
certificates to make malware appear legitimate, according to 
the draft. 

“Irrespective of the sophistication, the volume of 
exploitation attempts yielded enough successful breaches to 
make China the most threatening actor in cyberspace,” 
according to the draft. 

Geng Shuang, a spokesman for the Chinese embassy in 
Washington, didn’t return an e-mail seeking comment on the 
draft report. 

Most Chinese intrusions against U.S. government and 
military systems appear intended to collect intelligence or 
technology rather than launch attacks, the commission said. 
Penetrations of U.S. military systems, though, “could switch 
to become disruptive or destructive,” and that’s a danger 
because they “still reportedly require weeks to investigate.” 

Illegal Subsidies 
Created by Congress in 2000, the bipartisan commission 

has reported on China’s economic and military rise, usually in 
critical assessments accompanied by recommendations for 
counter- actions such as trade sanctions. Its annual overview 
and a yearly Pentagon report are the two primary publicly 
available official assessments of China’s military 
developments. 

The draft on cybersecurity, part of an annual report 
scheduled for release on Nov. 14, calls for Congress to 
“develop a sanctions regime to penalize specific companies 
found to engage in, or otherwise benefit from, industrial 
espionage” and to define it as an “illegal subsidy subject to 
countervailing duties.” 

The draft concludes that China’s network of civilian and 
military cyber specialists includes units of the People’s 
Liberation Army. 

Retired Marine General James Cartwright, a former vice 
chairman of the U.S. Joint Chiefs of Staff, told the 
commission in March that, “While it is very difficult in cyber 
to have a ‘smoking gun,’ so to speak, the clear paths back into 
servers and other mechanical devices inside of the Chinese 
sovereign domain remain a constant problem for us.” 

Cyber Militia 
While the Chinese military’s ability to manage 

sophisticated computer systems is limited, according to the 
report, its leaders “recognize this weakness and intend to 
develop a pool of soldiers” who can manage cyber technology 
as well as advanced weapons systems. 

China employs a “cyber warfare militia,” PLA civilian 
units “usually comprised of workers with high-tech day jobs” 
that focus on military communications, electronic warfare and 
computer network operations, the draft said. 

The militia members are among the nation’s 538 million 
Internet users with access to 677 million devices that can be 
used to enter the Internet, according to the International Data 
Corp. 

Holiday Dropoff 
This scale of Internet access “greatly influences the global 

volume of malicious activity,” the draft says. 
According to statistics supplied to the commission by San 

Francisco-based service provider CloudFlare Inc., attacks 
account for about 15 percent of global Internet traffic on any 
given day. 

That “plummeted to about 6.5 percent” around Oct. 1, 
2011, China’s National Day, “when many workers take 
leave,” according to the draft report. 

China’s military capabilities, including cyberwarfare, 
haven’t been an issue in the U.S. presidential election even as 
Republican candidate Mitt Romney has criticized China on 
trade and currency issues. 

Romney wrote in his book, “No Apology,” that China’s 
investments in “cyberwarfare, anti-satellite warfare and anti- 
ship weaponry, for example, are calculated to neutralize our 
military’s many strategic advantages.” 

‘Strategic Competitors’ 
The commission in March released a report by Northrop 

Grumman Corp. (NOC) that concluded China’s cyber 
capabilities are advanced enough to disrupt U.S. military 
operations during a conflict over Taiwan. The draft report 
cites the Northrop Grumman study in outlining its broader 
conclusions about China’s advances. 

The National Intelligence Council, using data culled from 
13 U.S. agencies, concluded in November 2011 that “China 
and Russia view themselves as strategic competitors of the 
United States and are the most aggressive collectors of U.S. 
economic information and technology.” 

The China commission’s annual report last year disclosed 
that computer hackers, possibly from the Chinese military, 
interfered with two U.S. government satellites four times in 
2007 and 2008 through a ground station in Norway. 
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CONGRESS / BUDGET: 
20. Pentagon Arms Buyer Sees Deal By Congress To Delay Spending Cuts 
(REUTERS 05 NOV 12) ... Andrea Shalal-Esa 

WASHINGTON -- The Pentagon's top arms buyer on 
Monday said he expected U.S. lawmakers to agree in coming 
weeks to delay implementation of an additional $500 billion in 
automatic defense spending cuts that are due to start taking 
effect in January. 

Undersecretary Frank Kendall said the Defense 
Department had begun early planning for the process known 
as sequestration, which would cut the military's budget by an 
extra $50 billion a year, on top of over $50 billion in annual 
cuts already on the books. 

Planning was difficult because the Pentagon would not 
have much leeway to implement the cuts, Kendall said, noting 
that as written, the law would force the department to cut 
every budget account -- except military personnel costs -- and 
perhaps every single budget item, by just under 10 percent. 

Calling sequestration "a singularly stupid way to take 
money out of the Defense Department," Kendall said no one 
in Congress wanted the cuts to kick in on Jan. 2 as currently 
planned and President Barack Obama was determined to avert 
the reductions. 

"There's some work to be done to get from here to there," 
Kendall told a conference hosted by the National Contract 
Management Association. He said the Pentagon had also 
looked carefully at discussions in Congress about imposing 
some additional cuts short of $50 billion as part of a 
compromise. 

"A few billion dollars might be acceptable, but when you 
start talking about $10, $20, $30, $40 (billion), to say nothing 
of $50 billion, that really means we have to go fundamentally 
rethink what kind of Defense Department we have," Kendall 
said. Cuts of that magnitude would force tough choices about 

"what capabilities we would keep and what capabilities we 
would drop." 

U.S. defense companies like Lockheed Martin Corp have 
been warning for over a year that uncertainty about future 
budget levels is depressing investment in facilities, hiring and 
mergers and acquisitions across the sector. 

Lockheed, Northrop Grumman Corp, Boeing Co and 
Raytheon Co told investors last month that they were focused 
on cutting costs and drumming up foreign sales to maintain 
profits despite what they see as a long cycle of budget 
challenges after more than a decade of growth. 

Kendall, who served at the Pentagon during the last big 
drop in defense spending after the end of the Cold War, said 
Defense Secretary Leon Panetta was determined to avoid what 
happened then, when troops lacked equipment and funds for 
training. 

He said the Pentagon's fiscal 2013 budget proposal had 
already accepted some risks, but allowed the military to reach 
its newly revamped strategic goals. Large-scale additional 
spending cuts would make it impossible to achieve those goals 
and would be "very hard" to absorb, he added. 

Kendall said he expected lawmakers to enact "some kind 
of deal that will delay sequestration during the "lame duck" 
session, when Congress meets after the election, that is due to 
begin the week after next. 

Then Congress and the White House could together tackle 
a bigger budget deal in early 2013, he said, adding: "I'm an 
eternal optimist." 

He said the Defense Department was also continuing its 
efforts to reform the way it buys goods and services, and make 
weapons systems more affordable. Kendall's office plans to 
unveil additional reform efforts next week, an aide said. 
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ACQUISITION REFORM: 
21. Pentagon Arms Buyer Previews Next Phase Of Acquisition Reforms 
(REUTERS 05 NOV 12) ... Andrea Shalal-Esa 

WASHINGTON -- The Pentagon's chief weapons buyer 
mapped out the next phase of a "better buying power" 
initiative on Monday, saying the U.S. military could do 
"infinitely better" in the way it buys weapons and services. 

Frank Kendall, undersecretary for acquisition, technology 
and logistics, shared key details at a conference hosted by the 
National Government Contract Management ahead of the 
formal release of updated acquisition reform guidelines next 
week. 

In addition to updating the "better buying power" 
initiative first released just over two years ago, Kendall said 
the Pentagon would also start a year-long review of its current 
5000-series acquisition rules, which have grown cumbersome 
and unwieldy due to piecemeal legislation in recent years. 

At the same time, officials would gather more data on the 
Pentagon's own track record on procurement, Kendall said. He 
noted an initial review revealed little change in procurement 
programs over the past 30 years despite repeated reform 
efforts. 

He said new weapons programs generally had cost 
overruns of 27 to 28 percent, while major weapons programs 
were often 8 to 9 percent over budget during the early years of 
production. 

Lockheed Martin Corp, Boeing Co, Northrop Grumman 
Corp, General Dynamics Corp, Raytheon Co and other 
defense firms are awaiting news on the Pentagon's approach to 
contracts as they brace for lower defense spending after more 
than a decade of growth. 

In recent years, many of the companies have criticized the 
Pentagon's war on overhead costs, arguing that government 
oversight itself sometimes makes weapons more expensive. 
They have also cited long delays in getting contracts signed. 

Kendall said the new acquisition initiatives were 
developed with input from U.S. weapons makers and service 
providers, and would actually roll back a few directives in the 
last version. 

He insisted the department wanted to preserve a "healthy, 
efficient and effective" defense industrial base that was able to 
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generate good profits, but said the sector also needed to be 
more "lean" in the current austere environment. 

The former Raytheon executive said it was important for 
defense officials to listen to industry's concerns while still 
maintaining an "arms' length business relationship to ensure 
that our contracts are executed as intended." 

Kendall said a draft version of the changes would be 
released in coming weeks to allow companies to respond with 
any concerns or suggestions. One aide to Kendall said the 
revamped guidelines would be released on Nov. 13. 

Kendall said some components of the Pentagon's first 
"better buying power" drive paid off, but others needed more 
work, including a big focus on reining in cost overruns on 
some hundreds of billions of dollars spent on service 
contracts. 

He said the new document would encourage a more 
differentiated use of various contract types, backing off an 
earlier directive that resulted in far greater use of fixed price 
contracts with incentive fees. 

Kendall said such contracts were useful early in the 
production of new weapons, but not while programs were still 
in development. "There's a balance there," he added. 

Key elements of Kendall's "Better Buying Power 2.0" 
include: 

 a continued drive to assess the long-term cost of 
weapons programs before they even get started, and 

keeping costs under control throughout the life of a 
program 

 assessment of the "productivity" of the Air Force, 
Navy, Marine Corps agencies that oversee acquisition 
programs, as well as the private companies that 
supply weapons and services 

 consideration of possible exports in initial designs of 
weapons, which could save money in the longer run 

 incentives for companies to perform well on 
programs and develop new innovations 

 better definition of so-called "best-value" 
competitions so that contractors understand data 
before submitting bids 

 creation of a superior supplier program that would 
reward companies for good performance, perhaps by 
lowering oversight requirements, or giving them 
bonus points in future contests 

 greater use of performance-based logistics contracts 
in which companies provide services and parts as 
needed 

 a tough review of "unproductive processes," 
including how joint program requirements are drafted 
and set 

 a bigger focus on training the Pentagon's cadre of 
acquisition experts, which has grown by up to 13,000 
people in recent years 
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INFRASTRUCTURE / INSTALLATIONS: 
22. Past And Future Clash At Pearl Harbor 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 06 NOV 12) ... Jim Carlton 

HONOLULU—The Navy base on Ford Island, the bull's-
eye of Japan's attack on Pearl Harbor seven decades ago, still 
bears scars from that day of infamy: The tarmac shows 
pockmarks from shrapnel, hangar windows contain bullet 
holes and the airstrip where the Japanese bombed U.S. planes 
remains eerily intact despite encroaching weeds. 

Now, to the consternation of some retired military officers 
and history buffs, the U.S. Navy wants to cover up some of 
that history. The Navy wants to install 60,000 solar panels on 
the tarmac and surround them with a 7-foot-high fence. 

The goal is to generate 11 megawatts of power from clean 
energy—the kind of energy that is supposed to comprise 25% 
of the Armed Forces' total electricity use by 2025, according 
to a 2007 target set by Congress. 

The installation would make it harder for visitors to see 
the rare remaining scars of war on the field, which previously 
gained fame in 1937 when Amelia Earhart damaged her 
Lockheed Electra there on an attempt to circumnavigate the 
globe. Whereas visitors can now walk on the airstrip, the solar 
panels would cover it entirely and make it inaccessible. 

"This is sacred ground," said Burl Burlingame, curator of 
the Pacific Aviation Museum on the island, as he stepped out 
of a car onto the weed-covered tarmac. "We have almost a 
religious obligation to preserve it." 

Many tourists aren't aware of Ford Island and its airstrip, 
formerly called Luke Field, Mr. Burlingame said. The main 
focus of visitors touring the Pearl Harbor battlefield memorial 

is on well-known artifacts like the sunken USS Arizona. The 
memorial's creators deliberately set it up so visitors can be 
close enough to almost touch the ship—where more than 
1,000 Sailors remain entombed—and get a literal feel for the 
human toll. 

Ford Island also offers tangible marks of history that 
leave a visceral impact on tourists, say those who oppose the 
Navy plan. On a recent day, Richard "Scotty" Scott, operations 
director of the museum and a retired Navy fighter pilot, 
pointed at a visible white line that airmen used to help 
navigate the 4,000-foot airstrip. 

"For a couple hours 71 years ago, this was the most 
dangerous place in the world," Mr. Scott said as the Hawaii 
trade winds ruffled the grass. 

Ford Island is also home to "Battleship Row," where the 
Arizona and seven other American ships were bombarded. 
(The hulk of the Arizona, remains.) Visitors can walk around 
the hangars as well as see the recently restored airstrip control 
tower: the red-and-white landmark seen in movies such as 
"Tora! Tora! Tora!" and "Pearl Harbor." 

The solar project emerged from a 2007 industry forum the 
Navy hosted in Hawaii to assess how it and other military 
branches could reduce their dependence on petroleum-based 
energy, said Capt. Mike Williamson, commanding officer of 
Hawaii's Naval Facilities Engineering Command. 

In 2009, he said, Ford Island was considered part of a 
potential area to put solar panels, using the airstrip that was 
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decommissioned in 1999. The Navy said it also is considering 
two other sites at its Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam complex 
for solar panels, but it has yet to decide if one or all will get 
solar panels. 

"Our idea was to preserve the airfield and yet take a step 
forward in reaching the Navy's energy security goals," Capt. 
Williamson said. 

Aviation-museum officials said they didn't learn until 
earlier this year the Navy planned to cover the airfield with 
panels. 

In July, the museum's board, which includes many retired 
military pilots, voted to oppose the project. Since then, the 
museum has enlisted retired military members and other 
aviation enthusiasts from around the country to weigh in 
against it. 

Former Air Force Chief of Staff Merrill A. McPeak sent a 
letter in September to the Navy saying its proposal "baffles" 
him. "Why we should decide to deface what should be a 
national monument is a mystery," wrote Mr. McPeak, a retired 

four-star general living in Lake Oswego, Ore. "Surely there is 
much other real estate at which sunlight can be gathered in 
Hawaii." 

The museum's Mr. Scott said the museum isn't against 
green energy, but that there are thousands of other acres of 
military-owned land in Hawaii the Navy could use. "The 
bottom line is there are options," he said. 

The public comments period for the proposed project 
ended Sept. 27. The Navy's Mr. Williamson said an 
environmental assessment is under way and the Navy plans to 
consider the opposing views before making a final decision, 
which is expected soon. "I think here's a way to get to a 
solution that satisfies all parties," he said. 

But any solution that changes the airfield will rob visitors 
of the chance to feel history, said Mr. Burlingame. "Look at 
this," he said, standing outside a hangar and waving a hand 
toward the deserted airfield with its mountain backdrop. "You 
can see the same landscape you could on Dec. 7, 1941. That 
has value." 
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NAVY-MARINE CORPS CLASSIC: 
23. Getting Everything Shipshape For Basketball Game On USS Bataan 
(FLORIDA TIMES-UNION 05 NOV 12) ... William Browning 

An uncommon sight could be found Monday morning 
aboard the USS Bataan at Mayport Naval Station. 

Instead of being full of busy Sailors, the forward end of 
the ship’s flight deck was packed with contractors in hard hats. 
They were setting up metal bleachers and laying down a 
maple basketball court in preparation for Friday’s Navy-
Marine Corps Amphib Classic basketball game between the 
University of Florida and Georgetown University. Stadium 
lights have already been hoisted into place. 

The game is at 9:15 p.m. 
The amphibious assault ship pulled into Mayport on 

Friday. Though home-ported at Norfolk, Va., the ship is at 
Mayport this week to support the city of Jacksonville’s Week 
of Valor and host Friday night’s game. 

Since the ship’s arrival, 26-person crews have been 
working 10-hour shifts to get everything in place. 

“We’re probably about halfway done,” Mass 
Communications Specialist Chief Will Borrall said of the 
preparations Monday morning. “We’re definitely on target to 
be done a little bit early. They’ve been working at a 
phenomenal rate of speed.” 

The teams will practice on the hardwood Thursday to get 
acclimated a bit to playing on a amphibious assault ship. 

Borrall said the ship’s crew is excited to show off the 
Bataan and “give the local residents a little taste of what’s 
coming in 2013 when an amphibious ready group comes down 
to Mayport.” 

In June, Navy Secretary Ray Mabus announced that a 
three-ship amphibious ready group will be home-ported at 
Mayport by 2015. 

The first — the USS New York — will arrive in 2013. 
That ship is an amphibious transport dock. The other two — 
the USS Iwo Jima, an amphibious assault ship like the Bataan, 
and the USS Fort McHenry, a dock landing ship — will arrive 
in 2014. An amphibious ready group’s job is to transport 
Marine Corps infantry, aircraft and supplies into combat 
around the globe. The Bataan can accommodate 
approximately 3,200 crew members and troops. 

But the Bataan’s crew is also simply excited to have a 
college basketball game played on the ship’s deck. Crew 
members who are unable to sit in one of the 3,500 stadium 
seats will be able to view the game live on televisions inside. 

“Young military members always love sports,” Borrall 
said. “That’s one of the givens if you have a group of young 
Sailors working for you, there will be some sports rivalries 
going on. Every single Gator fan onboard is already talking 
smack.” 

Which team has the crew picked to win? 
“I don’t know,” Borrall said laughing, insisting that he is 

staying neutral. 
He noted, however, that the ship’s commanding officer, 

Capt. Erik Ross, pointed out recently that a gator is the 
emblem of the Navy’s amphibious forces. 

“I’m just saying,” Borrall said. 
Return to Index 
 

24. Alan Verlander: Preparations For Navy-Marine Corps Classic Crazy But Fun 
(FLORIDA TIMES-UNION 05 NOV 12) ... Garry Smits 

Alan Verlander walked to a bookcase in his Jacksonville 
City Hall office and pulled out a standard-sized 2-inch, three-
ring notebook with about 100 pages in it — the operations 

manual for the six-game NCAA regional basketball 
tournament the city hosted in 2010. 

“This is what the NCAA gave us [in 2010] to run the 
event,” said Verlander, the city’s sports and entertainment 
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executive director. “This is like the forward to a book 
compared to everything we’ve had to do for one game.” 

The one game is an historic event for Jacksonville and the 
Navy community, however. The University of Florida will 
open its 2012-13 basketball season against Georgetown on 
Friday with the Navy-Marine Corps Classic on the deck of the 
amphibious assault ship The Bataan, while it’s docked at 
Naval Station Mayport. 

The game is the nightcap to four college games that day 
on three ships. In San Diego, Syracuse will play San Diego 
State in the “Battle of the Midway,” on the deck of the retired 
ship USS Midway. In Charleston, S.C., Ohio State’s men and 
women will play the “Carrier Classic,” a doubleheader on the 
deck of the USS Yorktown with the Buckeyes men playing 
Marquette and the women taking on Notre Dame. 

Verlander said the Florida-Georgetown game has been a 
complicated process, given the logistics of playing the game 
within the confines of a Navy base, on the deck of a ship. 
Security, obviously, has been of the utmost concern of the 
Navy. The manner of selling “sponsorships” to keep within 
the military’s policy of not allowing the public to be charged 
to attend an on-base event also is a complicated and 
controversial procedure. 

But the chance to give the Bataan crew members a big-
time college sporting event on the deck of their ship, and the 
exposure of the Florida and Georgetown players to the 
military, was worth the red tape and the planning. 

“It’s been a lot of work ... It’s been crazy,” Verlander 
said. “But it’s been fun.” 

Mike Hill, Florida’s executive associate athletics director 
for external affairs, said Gators players are pumped about 
opening their season on The Bataan. 

“There is a tremendous amount of excitement among the 
players,” Hill said. “They’re really fired up about it, especially 
since we came back from Norfolk [on a visit by UF officials to 
get a tour of the boat for planning purposes] and showed them 
pictures of the ship.” 

The Navy is anticipating the event just as much, said Bill 
Austin, Mayport’s public affairs officer. 

“There’s a real synergy here on the base about this event,” 
he said. “To have something like this is a source of pride for 
the Navy and a real honor.” 

Austin said the Navy is eager for players from both teams 
to get a tour of the ship on Thursday and get a glimpse of life 
aboard the vessel. 

“I think one thing the kids will come away with is the 
sense of camaraderie and pride the crew has in their ship and 
their uniform,” Austin said. “They’re going to see a real sense 
of teamwork, which is something they recognize from having 
to work as a team themselves.” 

The Gators and Hoyas will play in front of about 3,500 — 
1,000 of the ship’s crew, 300 boosters and fans from each 
school and 1,900 fans who purchased the sponsorships ranging 
from $1,000 to $5,000. 

Each sponsorship package includes two tickets to the 
game, two tickets to the pregame concert given by country 
band Little Big Town (which last week won the Country 

Music Association’s award for single of the year, “Pontoon”) 
and two tickets to the Jaguars-Colts game on Thursday night. 

Verlander said only a “limited number” of the 
sponsorships remain available. 

Including the Jaguars game was a key component of the 
deal, he said. 

“We partnered with the Jags to create a package that 
would bring more value,” Verlander said. “The seats for the 
Jaguars game are pretty good, in the 200 section. Then you get 
two tickets for a concert involving a band that is right now 
selling the most albums in country music and two tickets for 
the game. You start adding all that up, and it’s a very good 
deal.” 

Verlander said the combining the three events — football 
game, concert, basketball game — into one package and 
labeling it a “sponsorship” met the military’s parameters for 
holding events on a base or a ship and not charging admission. 

“The difference was good enough for the Navy,” 
Verlander said. 

Austin referred all questions about the sponsorships to the 
city. 

Depending on the sponsorship level, businesses or 
individuals will have signage at the concert and ads in the 
program. There will be some signage visible at the game but it 
must be in areas attached to the basketball court and nowhere 
else on the ship. 

Recognition of sponsors also can appear on the LED 
boards and on the backboards. 

Verlander said no advertising or signage will be visible 
from the Bataan berth to the court. 

Jacksonville taxpayers and the Navy won’t bear any costs 
for staging the game. Verlander said the revenue raised by the 
sponsorships is already enough to pay travel expenses for 
Florida and Georgetown, and pay each school a $100,000 
guarantee and reimburse the Navy for the cost of using the 
ship and staging the concert. 

The total cost is estimated to be between $1.6 million to 
$2 million — lower than the early estimate of $2.5 million 
because Verlander said some expenses were not as high as 
expected and some services will be paid for by sponsors on an 
in-kind basis. 

“Everything has been privately funded,” he said. “It’s not 
costing the taxpayers anything, and it’s not costing the Navy 
anything.” 

Any profit will be donated to military charities selected 
by the city’s office of Military Affairs. 

The city is planning on making a college game at Mayport 
an annual event to coincide with Veterans Day weekend and a 
Jaguars home game. Verlander said the game doesn’t 
necessarily have to involve a state team and might be a 
doubleheader, possibly with a women’s game. 

“We could try to have a Duke-Indiana game,” he said. 
“It’s matter of going out and getting the teams and making the 
game a huge draw. If it’s a huge draw, it’s easier to sell and 
easier to get a TV network. We want this to be an annual 
event.” 
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MEDIA: 
25. For Navy SEALs, The Biggest Threat May Be Hollywood 
They can handle al Qaeda and the Taliban. What worries America's most celebrated fighting force is the 
lure of Hollywood's siren song. 
(NEWSWEEK 12 NOV 12) ... Daniel Klaidman 

Long after the sun had dipped behind the high peaks of 
the Hindu Kush, on a moonless night four Navy SEALs fast-
roped down from a Chinook helicop-ter onto an isolated ridge. 
It was June 27, 2005, and the elite team of American warriors 
was on a kill or cap-ture mission -- code-named Operation 
Red Wings -- in the heart of Taliban country. Their target was 
a tribal fighter named Ahmad Shah, whose attacks had taken a 
high toll on U.S. Marines in the area. 

The SEAL team moved stealthily through the night across 
an unforgiving terrain of dense brush and rocks toward their 
predetermined observation point. But early the next morning 
they were discovered by a group of local goatherds. Lt. 
Michael Murphy, the SEALs’ leader, faced a dilemma: let 
them go and compromise his team’s position or kill them, a 
potential war crime. With buy-in from his men, Murphy 
re-leased the Afghans. 

Within an hour, the SEALs were ambushed by as many as 
40 heavily armed Taliban. An intense firefight erupted. The 
badly outgunned SEALs were forced to retreat into a ravine 
for cover. Murphy and his men, suffer-ing grievous wounds, 
were pinned down against the steep mountainside. Exposing 
himself to near-certain death, Murphy fought his way back 
into an open area so he could get enough signal to radio for 
backup. He immediately took a round in the back and fell to 
the ground, dropping his phone. He got back up and 
completed the call, successfully providing his team’s location 
and requesting support. 

When an MH-47 helicopter arrived to try to rescue the 
SEALs, the Taliban were lying in wait. Struck by a rocket-
propelled grenade, the bird went down, killing all on board -- 
eight Navy SEALs and eight Army Night Stalkers. By then, 
Murphy and two of the three other SEALs from his team were 
dead. But Petty Officer Marcus Lut-trell survived, living off 
berries, stream water, and his wits for seven days before being 
found by friendly Afghans and car-ried to safety. In 2007, 
Murph, as he was known, was posthumously awarded the 
Medal of Honor for attempting to save the lives of his brother 
SEALs at the cost of his own life. He was the first naval 
officer to win the award since the Vietnam War. 

On a balmy day last month, the Navy paid tribute to 
Murphy’s heroism as only it could. With flags rippling in the 
breeze, stirring martial music, and the boom of cannons, the 
Navy commissioned the USS Michael Murphy, a sleek new 
warship, at a ceremony in New York Harbor. Politicians, 
friends, and naval officers delivered soar-ing encomiums to 
the fallen warrior. But it was Adm. William McRaven, head of 
U.S. Special Operations Command and himself a SEAL, who 
distilled in simple language the characteristics that defined 
Murphy’s heroism. “The greatest compliment one SEAL can 
bestow on another is to call him a teammate,” McRaven said. 
“In the sea underwater at night when it is the darkest, it is your 
teammate who swims beside you, always ready to provide you 
air if you run out, untangle your line if you’re caught un-der a 
ship, or fend off an unwanted visitor. In the air, it is your 
teammate who checks your parachute before you jump, who 

en-sures you pull at the right altitude, and it is your teammate 
who lands beside you in enemy territory. On the land, it is 
your teammate who walks your flank, cover-ing your six; it is 
your teammate who lays down a base of fire so you can 
maneuver against the enemy. And sometimes it is your 
teammate who lays down his life for yours. Lt. Michael 
Patrick Murphy embod-ied what it meant to be a teammate.” 

In McRaven’s telling, Murphy personi-fied a set of values 
key to the SEAL identity. He showed a willingness to 
submerge in-dividual ego for the collective good of the unit, 
displaying humility, discretion, and selflessness. Together they 
are the quali-ties of the “quiet professional,” a warrior 
archetype that, while aspirational, has long been a guiding 
beacon for America’s Special Operators. “He checked his ego 
at the door,” recalls a fellow SEAL and one of Murphy’s 
closest friends. 

But even as Murphy’s heroism was be-ing celebrated, 
many in the Special Op-erations community are disquieted by 
a trend they fear could undermine the val-ues he represented. 
Ever since the raid on Osama bin Laden’s compound, the 
SEALs and, to a lesser extent, their brethren in the Army and 
Air Force have been under an intense media spotlight. Their 
ethos of one for all and all for one is being tested by a culture 
of celebrity, instant book deals, and Hollywood blockbusters. 
This hero industry is reinforced by a civilian society that has a 
powerful need to cre-ate role models, perhaps out of a sense of 
guilt after more than a decade in which the burdens of war 
have been shouldered by less than 1 percent of the population. 

“America is looking for heroes, and right now the Navy 
SEALs are the flavor of the day,” says Bob Schoultz, a retired 
SEAL captain who was the director of Leader and Character 
Development at the U.S. Naval Academy. “This is a huge 
leadership chal-lenge for the people leading these guys.” 

The publication this past summer of No Easy Day, Matt 
Bissonnette’s first-person account of the killing of Osama bin 
Laden, has spurred much of the soul-searching. Former 
SEALs had, of course, written personal memoirs before, but 
Bisson-nette’s book came out so soon after the raid and was 
penned by someone so inti-mately involved (Bissonnette says 
he fired the shots that ended bin Laden’s life) that many in the 
Special Ops community con-sidered it a breach of their tribal 
bond. 

“I think we’re fraying around the edges with all these 
guys talking and writing books,” says Dick Couch, a former 
Navy SEAL who writes about the training and cultural traits 
of Special Operations Forces, also known as SOF. Grizzled 
Special Ops veterans warn of increasing hubris. “Hollywood, 
money, and politics were never part of the success of SOF,” 
says Joe Maguire, a retired vice admiral who led the SEALs 
until 2007 and at-tended the commissioning of the USS 
Murphy, “but they very well could be part of its demise.” 

The ideal of the selfless and noble war-rior is as old as the 
Greeks, who also understood the dangers of excessive pride. 
Homer captured the tension between hubris and humility in 
the conflict be-tween Achilles and Hector, his two warrior-
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heroes who fought to the death. To-day’s Special Operators 
see themselves as modern-day Spartan warriors. Lt. Mur-phy’s 
favorite book, a motivational tome for many Special Ops 
forces, was Steven Pressfield’s Gates of Fire, a historical 
novel about the Battle of Thermopylae in which a small force 
of Spartan warriors fought a heroic last stand against the 
Per-sian Army. “When a warrior fights not for himself but for 
his brothers,” begins one passage often recited by SEALs, 
“when his most passionately sought goal is nei-ther glory nor 
his own life’s preservation, but to spend his substance for 
them, his comrades, not to abandon them, not to prove 
unworthy of them, then his heart truly has achieved contempt 
for death, and with that he transcends himself, and his actions 
touch the sublime.” 

All elite teams have their codes. For the SEALs, it is 
simply “the ethos,” which states, in part: “My loyalty to 
Country and Team is beyond reproach. I humbly serve as a 
guardian to my fellow Americans… I do not advertise the 
nature of my work nor seek recognition for my actions.” 

The ethos is developed in the brutal gauntlet of SEAL 
training -- known as BUD/S, for Basic Underwater 
Demolition/SEAL. “The training is totally team-centric,” says 
Couch. “I’m toast if these guys don’t help me.” The goal is to 
form unbreakable bonds so that when they de-ploy as a 
platoon they have each other’s backs. “You crawl through an 
ambush to rescue a friend because he’s a friend,” says Frank 
Kearney, a retired lieutenant general and Ranger commander. 
“It’s not for valor or because you’re thinking of the Medal of 
Honor.” 

There is also a rigorous screening process that weeds out 
about 75 percent of can-didates. It includes psychological 
assess-ments to determine whether the young men exhibit 
signs of narcissism. One re-cent device described to 
Newsweek by a SEAL trainer came after a grueling day of 
exercise, including many hours in frigid ocean water, and 
almost no food. Out of the group of about a dozen SEAL 
candidates, the instructor asked for four volunteers to eat their 
Meals Ready to Eat in chest-high ocean water, while the 
others were able to stay dry and warm while they ate. What 
was being tested was less their toughness than their character: 
were they prepared to sacrifice on behalf of their teammates? 

A willingness to sacrifice does not mean being egoless, of 
course. Twenty-some-thing men who want to be America’s 
most highly trained killers have more than enough self-regard, 
not to mention testosterone-fueled drive. Michael Mon-soor, 
for instance, was the kind of person who ran headlong into 
danger. He passed BUD/S school with flying colors in 2004. 
Two years later he found himself on the outcropping of a roof 
in Ramadi, Iraq. He was providing cover for his fellow SEALs 
who were engaged in a firefight with in-surgents when a 
grenade came hurtling through the window. It bounced off his 
chest and landed in front of him. With-out hesitating, Monsoor 
threw himself on the grenade and absorbed the force of the 
blast. Thirty minutes later, he was dead. His two teammates, 
fellow SEALs, sur-vived. Monsoor was awarded the Medal of 
Honor posthumously in 2008. 

There’s no current shortage of these sorts of stories of 
valor and heroism. Yet there is also evidence -- albeit 
anecdotal and scattered -- that the ethos is being tested. Lately 
some officers have been grousing sarcastically about so-called 
one-platoon wonders, SEALs who return from their first 

deployment convinced they are invincible, battle-hardened 
heroes. “You get these 24-year-old kids who think they know 
more than they do because they’ve read all the propaganda 
about how awesome they are,” says Schoultz. “It’s part of the 
downside of all of the positive pub-licity,” he adds, though he 
notes that the majority of SEALs stay true to their ethos. 

One reason the SEALs have remained uncomfortably in 
the limelight is politics. The bin Laden raid, which was 
ordered by President Obama, took place just as the country 
was pivoting toward a presiden-tial campaign. The daring 
mission, which filled Americans with pride, was too 
irre-sistible a success for the White House not to trumpet. As 
cinematic details poured out in the days after the news (some 
of which turned out to be inaccurate), the unintended message 
to the Special Ops community was that it’s OK to talk about 
secret missions. Moreover, the perception that the Obama 
White House may have been exploiting the SEALs’ heroism 
caused a backlash that, if anything, made the situation worse. 
When a group of retired Special Operators lashed out at 
Obama for alleged leaks and political grandstanding, it further 
compromised the SEALs’ repu-tation as quiet professionals. 

But the bigger problem may be Ameri-can culture. The 
worry is that as the hero-industrial complex continues to crank 
up, and the movies and memoirs keep coming (there are as 
many as 10 films about Navy SEALs either in theaters or in 
production, including Zero Dark Thirty about the bin Laden 
raid), it will only become harder for the SEALs to maintain 
their selfless ethos. 

The military, many acknowledge, even bears some 
responsibility. To the conster-nation of some in the Special 
Forces com-munity, the SEALs cooperated with the making of 
Act of Valor, a Hollywood ex-travaganza that depicts a SEAL 
team flying around the world saving the day on pretty much 
every continent. It was seen as a good recruiting opportunity, 
something the military needs more of to replenish its burnt-out 
force after a decade of wars. But the Navy foolishly allowed 
active-duty SEALs to star in the movie, undercutting their 
carefully cultivated reputation for discretion. “Not too bright,” 
says one for-mer commander who remains close to the Special 
Ops leadership. 

It’s a mistake that’s not likely to hap-pen again any time 
soon. There are signs that the SEALs and other elite teams are 
going to use the Bissonnette book and Act of Valor as 
teaching moments -- an opportunity to slip back into the 
shad-ows and return to first principles. “We need to get out of 
the media, stop coop-erating so much with Hollywood, crack 
down on people who write these damn ‘I’m so hot’ books, and 
get better at pull-ing out these narcissists earlier in the 
pipeline,” says one SEAL instructor who asked not to be 
named. 

Admiral McRaven, who joined the SEALs after seeing 
the 1968 John Wayne film The Green Berets, understands as 
well as anyone the culture’s fetishization of Special 
Operations and the risk it could pose to his forces. “I sent an 
email to the force that emphasized my concern about current 
and former members of the Spe-cial Operations community 
using their ‘celebrity’ status to advance their per-sonal or 
professional agendas,” he tells Newsweek via email. “The 
sacrifices of our men and women down range have earned us 
great respect from the Ameri-can people. It is our 
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responsibility not to abuse that respect by using our service in 
Special Operations as a road to wealth.” 

Still, he believes the core values of Spe-cial Operators 
remain resilient. “Our men and women are the most mature, 
combat-tested force I have ever seen,” he says. “The attention 
on the SEALs will pass. What will stand is our ethos of 
profession-alism, humility, and teamwork.” 

Mark Bowden, author of Black Hawk Down and a 
longtime observer of Ameri-can warrior culture, makes a 
similar point. He argues that the recent wave of publicity 
stemming from the bin Laden operation was a once-in-a-
lifetime, made-for-Hollywood moment. “This was an 

ex-traordinarily high-profile mission that would dangle the 
most extreme tempta-tion,” Bowden says of the Matt 
Bisson-nette tell-all. “I don’t think it heralds a stampede.” 
Moreover, Bowden -- whose new book, The Finish, chronicles 
the Ab-bottabad raid -- says Special Ops teams have built-in 
incentives to protect the culture. “In the military, secrecy is 
status,” he says. “It’s an awfully powerful cultural pull.” 

Perhaps this will continue to be the case. But there are 
other powerful siren calls in today’s America. Hollywood’s 
version of Operation Red Wings is cur-rently in production. 
Taylor Kitsch -- who played Tim Riggins in Friday Night 
Lights -- will be starring in the role of Lt. Michael Murphy. 
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COMMENTARY: 
26. Bahrain Can't Blame Iran For Its Woes 
(BLOOMBERG VIEW 05 NOV 12) ... Lisa Beyer 

If there were any doubts that things were going to get 
nastier in Bahrain, they were dispelled when five home-made 
bombs went off in the heart of the capital Manama today, 
killing two people. 

The monarchy has been trying to keep a lid on unrest 
sparked by the Arab Spring, going so far as to ban all 
demonstrations a week ago. Yet dissension has continued to 
bubble. 

That bombings would be a next stage was presaged by the 
discovery, in raids on two towns in July, of five tons of 
explosives, some packaged into bombs containing hundreds of 
iron balls to produce maximum carnage. 

Bahrain's Sunni rulers have blamed Shiite Iran for stirring 
up Bahrain's Shiites, who are a majority in the country and 
dominate its opposition. But a government inquiry failed to 
uncover evidence of Iranian meddling in the initial unrest in 
February 2011. 

Of course, that doesn't rule out the possibility of 
subsequent Iranian mischief-making. Still, blaming outsiders 
lets the monarchy off too easily. Instead, Bahrain's rulers 
should seriously address the complaints of the Shiite 
community. Grievances include the job demotions of 
thousands of Shiites after the 2011 protests and 
gerrymandering that dilutes Shiite representation in the elected 
chamber of the National Assembly. 

At a Nov. 7 meeting in Bahrain, foreign ministers of the 
Gulf Cooperation Council are expected to discuss how to cope 
with the tensions in Bahrain and Kuwait, where protests 
recently broke out. A GCC military force led by Saudi Arabia 
crushed the February 2011 unrest in Bahrain, leading to 
today's more radicalized rebellion. The convening foreign 
ministers would do well to consider how to open up their 
political systems to prevent further conflict rather than how to 
bottle it up. 
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27. Afghan Corruption, And How The U.S. Helps 
(WASHINGTON POST 06 NOV 12) ... Walter Pincus 

When it comes to corruption in Afghanistan, the time may 
be now for the United States to look in the mirror and see what 
lessons can be learned from contracting out parts of that war. 
On Sept. 30, Afghan President Hamid Karzai told CBS’s “60 
Minutes” that the corruption wracking his government and its 
people has been at a level “not ever before seen in 
Afghanistan.” 

In the 1980s, when the Soviets ran the country, the 
government was “not even 5 percent as corrupt,” Karzai said. 

“The Soviets didn’t give contracts to the relatives, 
brothers and the kin of the influential and high-ups,” he said. 
“The Americans did, and they continue to do, but we get 
blamed for it.” 

It’s easy to disregard what Karzai told CBS. He has often 
blamed the United States and its allies for corrupting his 
country and certainly will again. And his complaint about U.S. 
contracts going to relatives of influential Afghans rings hollow 
when you go down a list that includes many members of his 
own family as well as cabinet ministers. 

But the record shows Karzai has a point with which others 
agree. 

“It is time that we as Americans — in government, in the 
media, and as analysts and academics — took a hard look at 
the causes of corruption in Afghanistan. The fact is that we are 
at least as much to blame for what has happened as the 
Afghans, and we have been grindingly slow to either admit 
our efforts or correct them.” 

That was written in September 2010 by Anthony H. 
Cordesman, national security expert and a former Reagan 
Pentagon official, in a Center for Strategic and International 
Studies report, “How America Corrupted Afghanistan.” 

Cordesman, who spent a good deal of time in 
Afghanistan, wrote: “We can probably do more to fight the 
worst causes of Afghan corruption by changing our own 
actions than by any amount of effort to encourage Afghan 
anticorruption drives.” 

He particularly criticized the military contracting process, 
saying, “The bulk of the money actually spent inside 
Afghanistan went through poorly supervised military contracts 
and through aid projects where the emphasis was speed, 
projected starts, and measuring progress in terms of spending 
rather than results.” 
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That process led to what Karzai is complaining about now 
— as Cordesman did two years ago. “U.S. and foreign 
contractors poured money into a limited number of Afghan 
powerbrokers who set up companies that were corrupt and did 
not perform … in many cases, they also paid off insurgents to 
let them operate,” Cordesman wrote. 

He suggested that the government “tightly control the 
influx of outside money, limit its flow to honest and capable 
Afghans at every level of government, and provide the 
transparency to allow Afghans to see how honestly and 
effectively the money is used.” 

I thought of the 2010 Cordesman report last week after 
reading an interim report sent to Defense Secretary Leon E. 
Panetta and top Pentagon officers associated with 
Afghanistan. The report criticized how the U.S. military is 
preparing to turn over to the Afghan National Army the 
buying of petroleum, oil and lubricants that is estimated next 
year to involve $343 million in U.S taxpayer funds and 
another $123 million from international donors. 

The funding is based on an estimate of the Afghan 
National Army’s needs. But the report, by the Special 
Inspector General for Afghanistan Reconstruction (SIGAR), 
found that the program after transition will be “vulnerable to 
theft and waste” because the United States and its allies do not 
have a “valid method for estimating [Afghan army] fuel 
needs,” nor records on its past “fuel purchases, deliveries and 
consumption.” 

Corruption was evident in the past when the United States 
supervised the buying and delivery of fuel in Afghanistan. 
John F. Sopko, the special inspector general, told a House 
Oversight and Government Reform subcommittee on Sept. 13 
that fuel “is a valuable commodity that is vulnerable to theft.” 

Just last month, an Army sergeant pleaded guilty to 
approving fake documents that allowed truckers to steal $1.5 
million of fuel from a forward operating base in 2010. In 
August, a former Army sergeant pleaded guilty to soliciting 
$400,000 in a similar plot that involved stealing $1.4 million 
of fuel in 2010 from another forward operating base. 

In June, two Army servicemen pleaded guilty in a plot to 
steal jet fuel from a base and getting $6,000 for clandestinely 
filling 3,000-gallon trucks owned by an Afghan contractor. 

Sopko told the House panel that his office has 20 active 
criminal investigations looking into the theft and diversion of 
fuel or bribery or bid-rigging on fuel contracts involving more 
than $100 million. 

Perhaps worse, the SIGAR inquiry found that U.S. 
coalition financial records covering $475 million in fuel 
purchases and payments from October 2006 to February 2011 
had been shredded. This was done “in violation of DOD 
[Department of Defense] and Department of the Army 
policies,” according to the SIGAR report. 

In addition, SIGAR auditors were not given half the 
records sought for the March 2011 to March 2012 period. 

A July SIGAR report found that because the military 
command did not “file claims for damaged or missing 
equipment, it was providing fuel for vehicles that had been 
destroyed.” 

Sopko said his audit found that in one case “as much as 1 
million gallons of fuel had been stolen over a four-month 
period without causing any red flags to be raised in the 
system.” 

In short, corruption involves Americans and Afghans. 
Now, according to SIGAR, the U.S.-NATO command 

“does not have accurate or supportable information on how 
much U.S. funds are needed for ANA [Afghan National 
Army] fuel, where and how the fuel is actually used, or how 
much fuel has been lost or stolen.” 

The command has taken actions “to improve controls over 
fuel purchases, vendor deliveries, and the payment of invoice 
amounts,” but SIGAR maintains there is still a need to ensure 
“all fuel activity is tracked and accounted for.” 

There may be a history of corruption in Afghanistan, but 
the United States is continuing to create tempting, rich, new 
targets such as fuel, and apparently enough Americans are 
willing to join in the illegal action. 

Return to Index 
 

28. Winds Of Change In The East 
New hands are taking the reins in China. Where they plan to steer is anyone's guess. 
(WASHINGTON POST 06 NOV 12) ... Editorial 

Two days after Americans vote, a very different political 
process will get underway in China. 

The result is known, and it has been for five years: Xi 
Jinping, 59, a career apparatchik, will be installed as general 
secretary of the Communist Party, the country’s most 
powerful position, while Li Keqiang will be “elected” as his 
deputy. How or why the two men were chosen is unknown 
outside the highest echelons of the Chinese leadership; their 
political inclinations and plans for China are also a matter of 
guesswork. It’s not clear who will serve with them in the 
party's Standing Committee, which makes decisions by 
consensus, or even how many members the committee will 
have. 

What is clear is that the political system the leaders will 
inherit is under growing pressure. Many within the 
Communist Party’s elite — not to mention the country’s 
rapidly growing middle class — consider the status quo 
unsustainable. Under the previous leaders, Hu Jintao and Wen 

Jiabao, the economy quadrupled in size, and China emerged as 
a global power, but the Stalinist structure installed by Mao 
Zedong in the 1950s remained essentially unchanged. Even 
Mr. Wen appears to think that is untenable. “Without 
successful political structural reform,” he said this year, “new 
problems that have cropped up in China’s society will not be 
fundamentally resolved.” 

The “new problems” are legion: Popular protests, mostly 
in rural areas, occur at the rate of more than one a day; in 
cities, spontaneous mobilizations have stopped the expansion 
of a chemical plant and a copper refinery. Despite the world’s 
largest censorship apparatus, authorities have been unable to 
control burgeoning free expression on the Internet, including 
China’s version of Twitter, Sina Weibo, which has 300 million 
accounts. 

China’s reformers don’t expect the country to become a 
democracy overnight. But the new leaders finally could begin 
to modernize the system. They could allow independent social 
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groups and nongovernmental organizations at the local level 
and, eventually, contested elections for local assemblies. 
Corruption, which threatens to choke the economy, could be 
better controlled if the news media and social media were 
freer. Resources could be shifted from wasteful investments in 
infrastructure and state companies to consumers and services. 

Mr. Xi has given no indication whether he favors such 
reforms. Some Western reports suggest he may be liberal-

minded, while others speculate he is close to the Chinese 
military and could choose nationalism and conflicts with 
outsiders, including the United States, over domestic change. 
Either way, the next decade in China will be more turbulent 
and unpredictable than the last. Whoever wins Tuesday’s 
presidential election will have little control over China’s 
course; but he will have an opportunity to nudge Mr. Xi in the 
direction of democratic change. 
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29. Aircraft Carrier A Feasible Choice 
(CHINA DAILY 06 NOV 12) ... Wang Baokun 

Will China’s economy be unduly burdened if the 
government builds four aircraft carriers, complete with their 
formations, in the coming decades? Will an aircraft carrier 
building project be a drag on the national economy or will it 
be a shot in the arm for the country’s industrial and economic 
upgrade? 

A country’s GDP is the basic criterion that determines 
whether it is capable of building or developing an aircraft 
carrier. In 2011, China’s GDP was 47.16 trillion yuan ($7.55 
trillion), a 9.2 percent growth compared with that of 2010. As 
the world’s second largest economy, China’s long-term 
economic prospects are good. 

According to my estimate, China will have to spend about 
$7 billion to build four aircraft carriers and need another $30 
billion to complete their formations. Many research institutes 
have projected that China’s GDP would cross $17.7 trillion by 
2030. So the overall cost of building and maintaining aircraft 
carriers will be less than 0.2 percent of GDP in 2030. This 
means China will not face any difficulty in supporting four 
aircraft carriers so long as its economy keeps growing. 

An aircraft carrier represents comprehensive national 
strength and signifies the development level of science, 
technology and industry in a country. It forms the core of the 
navy and occupies an advanced position in the supporting 
industry chain. 

China’s aircraft carrier building project will boost a series 
of industries such as carrier construction and maintenance, 
special materials, aircraft and missiles, navigation and combat 
command system, defense weapons system, radar, electronic 
information, satellite communication and automatic control 
system. And since the government will have to develop 
aircraft carrier formations, warships, fleet bases and ports, the 
project will also spawn or boost other sectors. 

The aircraft carrier project will create an “aircraft carrier 
economy”, which will boost the development of the 
construction and supply industries as well as peripheral 
service sectors such as social security and logistics. In the long 
term, the aircraft carrier project is expected to facilitate 
investments of several hundred billion yuan and help create a 
huge number of jobs. 

Western countries have embargoed the transfer of many 
core military technologies to China, which is the major 
technical difficulty the country faces in building aircraft 
carriers. If it can successfully overcome this technical 

difficulty by upgrading its high-tech industry to the highest 
possible level, it will not only boost its military technology 
and shipbuilding industry, but also help promote military 
technologies for civil use. 

China is working on a series of newand high-tech sectors 
to overcome the technological difficulty in building aircraft 
carriers. These include research in and development of aircraft 
carriers, and upgrade of existing equipment. 

R&D into aircraft carriers involves a series of scientific 
studies into production, and maintenance and repair 
enterprises. The R&D will help improve and upgrade these 
enterprises’ equipment, production and technological 
processes, leading to technological innovations and patent 
rights. Such progress is at the base of China’s national defense 
industry, including shipbuilding, as well as other civil 
industries. 

To some extent, the development of the shipbuilding 
industry, which includes aircraft carriers, could also play a 
role in stimulating domestic demand, promoting employment 
and alleviating economic contradictions. 

This shows a moderate-scale aircraft carrier building 
project will not be a drag on China’s economy. Instead, it 
would extend comparative economic aggregate if the 
government could solve some economic and management 
problems. 

It is important that the government promote scientific and 
technological progress, encourage innovation, regulate the 
market, allocate resources appropriately and improve 
efficiency in resource utilization. China has the economic 
power to build an aircraft carrier without sacrificing people’s 
basic needs such as housing, education, healthcare and social 
security. 

Aircraft carrier building and economic development are 
complementary at the economic stage that China is in. On one 
hand, economic development offers a sound financial base, 
and advanced industrial, scientific and technological levels 
provide the material foundation for building aircraft carriers. 
On the other, an aircraft carrier building project of a proper 
scale can stimulate economic development and scientific and 
technological progress. 

The author is an associate professor at the Economic 
Security and National Defense Economy Institute, School of 
Economics, Renmin University of China. 
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30. The New Triangular Diplomacy: India, China And America At Sea 
As both China and India rise as naval powers their interaction with the United States will truly be a defining 
feature in the Indo-Pacific region. 
(THE DIPLOMAT 05 NOV 12) ... C. Raja Mohan 

As in the Cold War, so in the current power play between 
the United States and China, the rest of Asia will simply not 
submit itself to the discipline of a bipolar framework. Asia 
will actively shape and be shaped by the emerging strategic 
dynamic between Washington and Beijing. 

Asia is home to many large states that are wedded to 
nationalism and territorial sovereignty, opposed to local 
ambitions for regional hegemony, committed to a measure of 
autonomy from the great powers, and determined to promote 
greater economic integration with each other. These are 
competing imperatives that do not sit well with each other but 
do define the contradictory nature of Asia’s rise. 

One of these important regional powers is India—the 
third largest economy in Asia, and the fourth biggest spender 
on defense in the Indo-Pacific after the United States, China 
and Japan. 

India’s potential could contribute significantly to the new 
balance of power in Asia as recognized by both Washington 
and Beijing. U.S. Defense Secretary, Leon Panetta, was in 
Delhi last June declaring India as a "lynchpin"in the U.S. pivot 
to Asia. 

The Chinese defense minister Liang Guanglie was soon 
knocking at Delhi’s doors, trying to soothe India’s growing 
concerns about Beijing’s rise. 

Delhi’s cautious response to America’s Asian pivot 
underlines India’s open-ended and deliberative strategy in 
dealing with the twists and turns in the U.S. strategy towards 
China. 

India has had a complex and difficult relationship with 
China since they became neighbors in the middle of the 20th 
century. And it is only over the last decade that Delhi’s ties 
with the United States have begun to warm. 

India has not had a direct conflict of interest with the 
United States during the Cold War, but the two have had deep 
differences on global and regional issues. 

Delhi’s relations with China have been marred by a host 
of unresolved bilateral disputes since they became neighbors 
in the middle of the 20th century and an unending competition 
for regional influence. 

How this rivalry moves in the coming years—towards 
intensification or mitigation—will have a great impact on the 
outcomes from the U.S. pivot to Asia and the construction of a 
new Asian balance. 

In the last few years, despite growing economic 
engagement, Sino-Indian political tensions have not only 
intensified in the traditional theatre of the Great Himalayas, 
but have also spilled over to the maritime spaces of the Indian 
and Pacific Oceans. 

With their growing and globalized economies, China and 
India are now dependent on the seas as never before in their 
history. Both are building large navies. 

Naval planners in Beijing and Delhi would like to project 
power way beyond their territorial waters to secure the 
increasingly dispersed interests of their nations. 

In both capitals, the traditional attachment to the ideology 
of ‘non-alignment’ is giving way, if slowly, to the recognition 

of the need to have the capacity to influence developments far 
from their shores. 

Naval leaders in both Beijing and Delhi would like to win 
access to facilities in critical locations and build special 
political relationships that will allow their incipient blue water 
navies to operate in far seas. 

As their maritime interests expand and their naval 
footprints overlap, there is new friction between China and 
India in the Pacific and Indian Oceans. 

The rise of China and the emergence of India as naval 
powers has led to widespread recognition that the two oceans 
can no longer be seen as separate theatres but as a single 
strategic space—the Indo-Pacific. 

China’s main maritime preoccupations are in the Western 
Pacific—reunifying Taiwan, defending Chinese territorial 
claims, and constraining American naval dominance. 

Yet, China’s rising maritime profile in the Indian Ocean, 
from where it imports a large portion of its energy and mineral 
resources, is generating deep concerns in Delhi. 

While India’s main interest is in securing its primacy in 
the Indian Ocean littoral, its navy is making frequent forays 
into the Western Pacific. 

Delhi’s deepening bilateral naval engagement with 
Vietnam, which is mired in territorial disputes with China, its 
support to the principle of freedom of navigation in the South 
China Sea, and its frequent joint naval exercises with Japan 
and the United States do raise eyebrows in Beijing. 

Even as China and India build up their naval capabilities 
and step on each other’s toes in the Indo-Pacific, neither of 
them is in a position to supplant the United States as the 
dominant maritime power in both the oceans. 

The U.S. military rebalance towards Asia is marked by a 
profound wariness of China’s growing power and great 
enthusiasm to strengthen the partnership with India. This has 
set in motion what could be a consequent triangular dynamic 
in the Indo-Pacific. 

Like everyone else in Asia, India wants to benefit from 
China’s economic growth but would like to limit the prospects 
for Beijing’s dominance of the region. 

As the strategic gap between India and China grows—for 
China is rising much faster than India—Delhi can only bridge 
it through a combination of internal and external balancing. 

An alliance with Washington, then, would seem natural 
for Delhi. But India is concerned about the inconstancy of 
American policy towards China, the fiscal and political 
sustainability of the pivot to Asia in Washington. 

Delhi is acutely aware of the dangers of a potential Sino-
U.S. rapprochement that could leave India exposed. It 
therefore seeks simultaneous expansion of security 
cooperation with the United States while avoiding a needless 
provocation of Beijing. 

China, clearly, has the upper hand in the current triangular 
dynamic with India and the United States. It could 
accommodate either Delhi or Washington to limit the depth of 
a prospective India-U.S. strategic partnership. 



 27

Given the current ambiguities in Washington, Beijing and 
Delhi, there is much uncertainty surrounding the direction of 
the triangular dynamic between them. 

One thing, though, is certain. The emergence of China 
and India as naval powers and the intersection of their 
maritime policies with those of the United States are bound to 

churn the security politics of the Indo-Pacific for decades to 
come. 

C. Raja Mohan is a Distinguished Fellow at the Observer 
Research Foundation, New Delhi. His latest book is Samudra 
Manthan: Sino-Indian Rivalry in the Indo-Pacific, published 
by Carnegie Endowment for International Peace. 
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On This Day In The Navy: 
1940: First destroyers transferred to Great Britain at Halifax, Nova Scotia, under "Destroyers-for-Bases agreement.” 
 

TOP STORIES: 
1. U.S. And China Yield Little Ground In Talks 
No Progress Seen on Territorial Spats, Syria; Back Problem Blamed as Xi, Seen as Next President, Skips 
Clinton Meeting 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 06 SEP 12) ... Brian Spegele and Monica Langley 

BEIJING—China and the U.S. made little visible progress in resolving thorny diplomatic disputes during a visit by Secretary of 
State Hillary Clinton as both sides stuck to long-standing positions on issues from regional territorial claims to violence in Syria. 

 
2. U.S. Calls On Iraq To Inspect Syria-Bound Iranian Planes For Arms 
(WASHINGTON POST 06 SEP 12) ... Karen DeYoung 

The Obama administration has called on Iraq to require Iranian planes transiting its airspace en route to Syria to land for 
inspections to prove they are not carrying weapons to Syrian military forces. 

 
3. Turkey, Egypt Issue Scathing Criticism Of Syria, Say Assad Should Go 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 05 SEP 12) ... Elizabeth A. Kennedy 

ANKARA, Turkey — Syria came under scathing international criticism Wednesday, with Turkey calling the country a terrorist 
state and Egypt’s leader calling on President Bashar Assad to “learn from recent history” and step down. 

 

ASIA – PACIFIC: 
4. Taiwan Urges Restraint In Isle Dispute 
(TAIPEI TIMES 06 SEP 12) ... Shih Hsiu-chuan And Mo Yan-chih 

Taiwan yesterday called on Japan to exercise self-restraint and refrain from disturbing peace in the region, following media 
reports that the Tokyo government had agreed to buy part of the contested Diaoyutai Islands. 

 
5. Reports: Japan Will Buy Disputed Island Group 
 (WASHINGTON POST 06 SEP 12) ... Chico Harlan 

SEOUL — Japan’s central government has agreed to buy a group of uninhabited islands that are also claimed by China and 
Taiwan, Japanese media reported Wednesday, potentially increasing regional tension over the simmering territorial dispute. 

 
6. Pentagon Maps Japan Radiation, Says U.S. Personnel Safe 
(REUTERS 05 SEP 12) ... Phil Stewart 

WASHINGTON -- The Pentagon on Wednesday posted a website mapping the amount of radiation to which the tens of 
thousands of Americans in Japan at the time of last year's earthquake and nuclear disaster were exposed and said none of the doses 
posed health risks. 

 
7. Navy's New Warships Face Another Delay 
(AUSTRALIAN ASSOCIATED PRESS 06 SEP 12) ... Max Blenkin 

The Australian navy's three new air warfare destroyers (AWDs) will now arrive more than a year later than planned, following a 
second significant delay to the $8 billion project. 
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AFGHANISTAN: 
8. Afghans Move To Curb 'Green On Blue' Killings 
Military Dismisses, Detains Hundreds for Possible Insurgent Ties in Wake of Rise of 'Green-on-Blue' 
Killings 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 06 SEP 12) ... Nathan Hodge and Habib Khan Totakhil 

KABUL—The Afghan military said it has conducted an extensive purge of its ranks to stem the rise of insider attacks against 
coalition troops, dismissing or detaining "hundreds" of soldiers for possible ties to the insurgency. 

 
9. U.S. To Retain Role As A Jailer In Afghanistan 
(NEW YORK TIMES 06 SEP 12) ... Charlie Savage and Graham Bowley 

WASHINGTON — The United States military will maintain control over dozens of foreign detainees in Afghanistan for the 
indefinite future, even as the two countries prepare to ceremonially mark the hand-over of detention operations to the Afghan 
government, officials from both countries say. 

 

MIDEAST: 
10. China Backs "Transition" In Syria, Opposes Intervention 
(RETUERS 05 SEP 12) ... Chris Buckley 

BEIJING (Reuters) - China backs a "political transition" in Syria to end worsening bloodshed after 18 months of unrest, Chinese 
Foreign Minister Yang Jiechi said on Wednesday while repeating Beijing's opposition to forceful foreign intervention. 

 
11. Leak Prompts Netanyahu To Cancel Security Cabinet Meeting On Iran Issue 
(NEW YORK TIMES 06 SEP 12) ... Isabel Kershner 

JERUSALEM — Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu abruptly canceled a meeting of his security cabinet on Wednesday, saying 
information was leaked from the highly confidential deliberations, a security failure that could undermine his efforts to project a 
unified front to the West about how to deal with Iran’s nuclear program. 

 
12. U.S. Deputy Military Chief 'In Secret Israel Visit' 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 06 SEP 12) 

JERUSALEM — The Vice Chairman of the U.S. Joint Chiefs of Staff, Admiral James Winnefeld, is on a secret visit to Israel as 
tensions rise over Iran's nuclear progress, Israel's army radio reported on Thursday. 

 

CENTRAL ASIA: 
13. Turkmen Navy Holds War Games In Gas-Rich Caspian 
(REUTERS 05 SEP 12) ... Marat Gurt 

DJAFAR, Turkmenistan -- Neutral Turkmenistan flexed its military muscle on Wednesday, holding its first naval exercises in the 
Caspian Sea to show it can rebuff any attack on the oil and gas riches it hopes to sell to Europe. 

 

MILITARY VOTING: 
14. Report: Half Of Military Bases Lack Voting Facility 
(WASHINGTON TIMES 05 SEP 12) ... Shaun Waterman- 

Half of all U.S. military bases around the world lack legally required facilities where troops can register to vote and get absentee 
ballots, according to a report from the Pentagon’s inspector general. 

 
15. DoD Pushes Back On Criticism Of Voting Program 
(NAVY TIMES 05 SEP 12) ... Andrew Tilghman 

The Pentagon is fending off criticism that its efforts to ensure troops can vote are limited and ineffective, a problem critics say 
could result in a lower military turnout in this fall’s presidential election. 

 

PERSONNEL: 
16. 16 Amphib New Orleans Sailors Busted For Spice 
(NAVY TIMES 05 SEP 12) ... Gidget Fuentes 

SAN DIEGO, Calif. — Sixteen members of the crew of amphibious transport dock New Orleans are facing the boot from the 
Navy after they screened positive for using spice, Navy officials said Wednesday. 
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17. War Might Be Making Young Bodies Old 
(USA TODAY 06 SEP 12) ... Gregg Zoroya 

BOSTON – A litany of physical or emotional problems spill out as Iraq and Afghanistan veterans make their way, one by one, to 
the 11th floor of a VA hospital in the Jamaica Plain neighborhood. 

 
18. Chief Of Naval Personnel Visits Tinker Sailors 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 05 SEP 12) ... Chief of Naval Personnel Public Affairs 

WASHINGTON -- The Chief of Naval Personnel Vice Adm. Scott R. Van Buskirk visited Tinker Air Force Base, Sept. 5, to 
conduct an all hands calls with Navy leaders and Sailors stationed with Strategic Communications Wing One. 

 

AVIATION: 
19. Pentagon Officials Likely To OK F-35 Test Plan On Friday: Sources 
(REUTERS 05 SEP 12) ... Andrea Shalal-Esa 

WASHINGTON -- Senior Pentagon officials are expected on Friday to sign off on a comprehensive plan for testing and 
evaluating Lockheed Martin Corp's F-35 Joint Strike Fighter, an important next step for the new stealth warplane, according to two 
sources familiar with the program. 

 

SUBMARINES: 
20. Navy Expected To Award EB Two Major Contracts For USS Miami Repairs 
(NEW LONDON DAY 05 SEP 12) ... Jennifer McDermott 

GROTON -- The Navy is expected to award Electric Boat the two major contracts, totaling about $450 million, to repair the USS 
Miami, severely damaged in a fire last May. 

 

ENERGY: 
21. Researchers Look At Adapting Biofuels For Fleet Use 
(NORTH COUNTY (CA) TIMES 05 SEP 12) ... Amanda Stein 

MONTEREY -- Researchers at the Naval Postgraduate School are applying their experience in combustion to help the Navy meet 
one of the Secretary of of the Navy's goals for the future. 

 

ACQUISITION / CONTRACTS: 
22. New Version Of Pentagon's Better Buying Power Coming 'Shortly' 
(DEFENSE NEWS 05 SEP 12) ... Zachary Fryer-Biggs 

The Pentagon will roll out a new version of its most influential acquisition document, Better Buying Power, in the near future as 
the department looks to find new efficiencies, said Frank Kendall, U.S. undersecretary of defense for acquisition, technology and 
logistics. 

 

CONGRESS / BUDGET: 
23. Defense Department To Hill: Save Us From Budget Ax 
(POLITICO 05 SEP 12) ... Kate Brannen 

Washington’s defense community may be eagerly awaiting a report from the White House to detail how it would implement 
across-the-board budget cuts early next year, but the Pentagon’s top weapons buyer already can describe how they’d work. 

 
24. Imminent Sequestration Report May Not Provide Minute Detail On DoD Cuts 
(DEFENSE DAILY 06 SEP 12) ... Emelie Rutherford 

The White House is poised to send Congress a report on how so-called sequestration budget cuts would be implemented, a 
document the Pentagon’s top weapons buyer implied yesterday will not include minute levels of detail. 

 

OUTREACH: 
25. Hundreds Tour Military Ships In Rare Detroit Visit 
(DETROIT NEWS 05 SEP 12) ... Tom Greenwood and Tony Briscoe 

Detroit — Thousands of landlubbers got a chance to stretch their sea legs Wednesday aboard four military ships visiting 
downtown's riverfront to mark the War of 1812 bicentennial. 
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26. Navy Band Comes To Missoula 
(KTMF ABC MISSOULA (MT) 05 SEP 12) ... Ashley Sanchez 

MISSOULA - Students at Missoula's Sentinel High School got a special lesson in rock n' roll on Wednesday. Their teachers were 
none other than members of the U.S. Navy. 

 

BOOKS: 
27. SEAL Charity Refuses Donations Generated By Book 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 06 SEP 12) ... Mike Hixenbaugh 

VIRGINIA BEACH -- The former Navy SEAL who co-authored a controversial first-person book about the raid to kill Osama 
bin Laden promised to donate most of his earnings to charity. But at least one nonprofit wants nothing to do with it. 

 

COMMENTARY: 
28. Afghanistan Redux In Syria? 
Syria’s Eerie Parallel To 1980s Afghanistan 
(WASHINGTON POST 06 SEP 12) ... David Ignatius 

The United States and its allies are moving in Syria toward a program of covert support for the rebels that, for better or worse, 
looks very much like what America and its friends did in Afghanistan in the 1980s. 

 
29. Mutual Mistrust 
Squabbling Asian nations pose a threat to U.S.-led security efforts. 
(LOS ANGELES TIMES 06 SEP 12) ... John R. Deni 

Recent disputes among some of the United States' closest Asian allies over largely uninhabited islands in the Sea of Japan, the 
East China Sea and the South China Sea underscore the challenges facing Washington in moving beyond the classic hub-and-spoke 
structure of its security system in the Western Pacific and in crafting a more collective approach. For some time -- and as most 
recently reiterated in the 2010 National Security Strategy, the 2010 Quadrennial Defense Review report and the 2011 National 
Military Strategy -- the United States has sought to "multilateralize" its security relationships in the Pacific, similar to what exists in its 
ties to Europe. 

 
30. Discord In Asia 
(SOUTH CHINA MORNING POST (HONG KONG) 06 SEP 12) ... Andrew Leung 

For decades, the South China Sea has enjoyed relative calm, despite occasional territorial disputes. This has so far depended on a 
predominant U.S. military umbrella under which regional states thrive in a China-centric global production-and-supply chain. This 
stability has now been disturbed on several fronts. 

 
31. Bridging Conflict With Diplomacy 
(SOUTH CHINA MORNING POST (HONG KONG) 06 SEP 12) ... Editorial 

American Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton's meetings in Beijing with President Hu Jintao, Premier Wen Jiabao and 
Foreign Minister Yang Jiechi should not have been expected to go smoothly. The U.S. and China are locked in a war of words over 
territorial disputes in the East and South China seas. The Obama administration's rebalancing strategy towards Asia has irked Chinese 
leaders. And U.S. pressure to support UN action over Syria and Iran has been roundly ignored. Republican party presidential hopeful 
Mitt Romney has caused anger by pledging to declare China a "currency manipulator" if elected. That the talks were cordial and 
positive bears testament to the strength of the relationship. 

 
32. A Reality Show Stars The SEALs 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 06 SEP 12) ... Editorial 

Everything, it seems, is fodder for the marketplace. Have an affair with your brother's wife? TV has a place for you. Give birth to 
14 children? A reality show is in your future. 

 
33. More Than A Facebook Page 
Forming A New, Internal Social Media Strategy for the U.S. Navy 
(U.S. NAVAL INSTITUTE BLOG 05 SEP 12) ... Lt. JD Kristenson 

The way the Navy implements policy has remained largely unchanged in 237 years. The Navy identifies a need, prepares a 
response, and mandates it from above. This top-down approach cannot work in social media—or any field that is highly technical and 
rapidly changing. The trajectory of social media development in the Navy has consisted of three largely indistinct phases: hesitant 
adoption, hasty implementation, and halting stagnation.  What is needed now is a transition to a more open system aimed at lowering 
internal barriers to communication. 
 
  



 5

TOP STORIES: 
1. U.S. And China Yield Little Ground In Talks 
No Progress Seen on Territorial Spats, Syria; Back Problem Blamed as Xi, Seen as Next President, Skips 
Clinton Meeting 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 06 SEP 12) ... Brian Spegele and Monica Langley 

BEIJING—China and the U.S. made little visible 
progress in resolving thorny diplomatic disputes during a visit 
by Secretary of State Hillary Clinton as both sides stuck to 
long-standing positions on issues from regional territorial 
claims to violence in Syria. 

Meanwhile, the Chinese government stayed silent on why 
Vice President Xi Jinping, expected to be China's next 
president, unexpectedly pulled out of a planned meeting with 
Mrs. Clinton on Wednesday. A U.S. official said Mr. Xi was 
suffering from a back problem. 

Beijing's information vacuum regarding its senior leaders 
often spurs speculation by an increasingly curious and 
digitally savvy public. 

Mrs. Clinton's trip, likely her last to Beijing as secretary 
of state, is being closely watched as she looks to underline a 
strategic pivot by the U.S. to refocus attention and resources 
on the Asia-Pacific, a cornerstone of the Obama 
administration's foreign policy. 

In meetings, both sides emphasized the need for 
collaboration, rather than confrontation, in the crucial U.S.-
China relationship. 

But Mrs. Clinton has been met with skepticism in Beijing, 
where state media and much of the public have accused her of 
attempting to undermine China's rising political and economic 
clout by driving a wedge between Beijing and some of its 
neighbors. Mrs. Clinton on Wednesday again insisted U.S. 
moves in the region weren't targeting China. 

"We believe strongly that China has a vital role as a force 
for security and peace, stability and prosperity, regionally and 
globally," she said during a joint news briefing with Chinese 
Foreign Minister Yang Jiechi. 

"The United States counts on China's leadership in 
addressing many of our common global challenges." 

Public comments by senior Chinese officials in recent 
days have underscored the challenges U.S. officials face as 
they try to win Chinese cooperation on diplomatic issues. 

Competing territorial claims by China and others in the 
South China Sea were among the issues discussed during 
meetings with Chinese leaders this week. Mrs. Clinton met 
Chinese President Hu Jintao at Beijing's Great Hall of the 
People on Wednesday morning. 

Mr. Yang again dismissed sovereignty claims by China's 
neighbors over portions of the South China Sea, which is 
believed to contain valuable oil and gas assets. 

The Philippines, a longtime U.S. ally, is among those 
most aggressively challenging China's inroads there. 

"China has sovereignty over the islands in the South 
China Sea and their adjacent waters," he said. "There is 
plentiful historical and jurisprudential evidence for that." 

The U.S. says it doesn't take sides in territorial disputes 
but has an interest in maintaining freedom of navigation in the 
South China Sea, home to critical shipping lanes. About $1.2 
trillion in U.S. trade passes through the sea annually, U.S. 
analysts say, and the U.S. fears that rising tensions between 

China and its neighbors could challenge U.S. interests in the 
region. 

Mr. Yang sought to allay U.S. leaders' concerns. "The 
freedom and safety of navigation in the South China Sea is 
assured," he said. "There is no issue currently in this area nor 
will there ever be issues in that area in the future." 

On Syria, Mrs. Clinton said the best course of action 
continues to be through the United Nations Security Council, 
where China has used its veto power to block resolutions 
targeting the Syrian regime. 

"It is no secret that we have been disappointed by Russia 
and China's actions blocking tougher U.N. Security Council 
resolutions, and we hope to continue to unite behind a real 
path forward to end the violence in Syria," she said. 

Mr. Yang said a solution to the Syria crisis shouldn't be 
imposed from the outside. 

The meeting comes at a period of political transition for 
both countries. The U.S. will hold presidential elections in 
November and China's once-a-decade leadership transition is 
expected to begin in the coming weeks or months. 

Disputes between China and Japan over territory in the 
East China Sea are flaring as well. China claims sovereignty 
over the Japanese-controlled Senkaku islands, which it refers 
to as the Diaoyu and which are also claimed by Taiwan. 

Japanese media on Wednesday reported the Japanese 
government had reached an agreement with the private owner 
to buy three major islands in the Senkaku group. The move 
would bring the disputed islands under closer Japanese state 
control. 

Japan's chief cabinet secretary, Osamu Fujimura, declined 
to verify the reports, saying the government was still in talks 
with the owner and couldn't give specifics. 

China's Foreign Ministry responded angrily. "Japan 
single-mindedly pushes forward the island purchase process, 
which severely harmed China's territorial sovereignty and hurt 
the feelings of the Chinese people," said Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Hong Lei at adaily news briefing on Wednesday. 

"We cannot help but ask where is Japan trying to lead 
China-Japan relations to?" 

Beijing's decision to cancel Mrs. Clinton's meeting with 
Mr. Xi, expected to succeed Mr. Hu as Communist Party chief 
later this year and as president in 2013, immediately drew 
speculation on China's online forums. 

Chinese censors have struggled to quell political gossip 
on Twitter-like microblogging websites, which have become 
incubators for rumors. The rumors appear at least partly 
prompted by a lack of available information about the lives 
and work of China's senior leaders, whose very names are 
blocked on the services. 

On Sina Corp.'s popular Weibo microblogging service, 
users who managed to evade censors put forward theories as 
to why Mrs. Clinton's meeting with Mr. Xi was canceled so 
suddenly. 

"It seems like it's related to Japan's purchase today of the 
Diaoyu islands," wrote one user upon hearing the news, 
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speculating that the Chinese might be preparing a military 
operation. 

Foreign Minister Yang said there shouldn't be 
"unnecessary speculation" about why Mr. Xi's meeting was 
canceled. 

Mr. Hong, the Foreign Ministry spokesman, described the 
cancellation as a normal "adjustment of itinerary," at 
Wednesday's news briefing. 

One U.S. official said the meeting was canceled because 
Mr. Xi was suffering from a back problem. Further details 
were unclear. 

A senior State Department official said Mr. Xi had also 
canceled an appearance with Singapore Prime Minister Lee 
Hsien Loong. 

Mr. Xi, who is 59 years old, hasn't appeared since 
Saturday on the government's official nightly news broadcast, 
which routinely spotlights senior leaders' activities. 

View Clip (RT: 4:15) 
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2. U.S. Calls On Iraq To Inspect Syria-Bound Iranian Planes For Arms 
(WASHINGTON POST 06 SEP 12) ... Karen DeYoung 

The Obama administration has called on Iraq to require 
Iranian planes transiting its airspace en route to Syria to land 
for inspections to prove they are not carrying weapons to 
Syrian military forces. 

Administration officials said Wednesday that they are 
certain that weapons and other military equipment are aboard 
the planes, in violation of U.N. Security Council resolutions 
prohibiting the export of Iranian weapons. 

“They are permitting overflights to deliver weapons ... to 
support regime forces” of Syrian President Bashar al-Assad, 
said an official who spoke on the condition of anonymity 
about the escalating U.S.-Iraqi tension. 

An Iraqi spokesman said his government has assurances 
from Iran that the cargo includes only humanitarian aid and 
that the United States should provide evidence if it believes 
otherwise. Iran is Assad’s principal backer in the region. 

Iraq’s Shiite-led government, which rejected a recent 
Arab League call for Assad to resign, has said it does not want 
to be drawn into a sectarian war in which majority Sunnis 
make up the bulk of the rebel forces fighting to oust Assad. 
Assad’s Alawite sect is a subgroup within Syria’s minority 
Shiite community. 

“All nations have a responsibility ... to seek to prevent the 
export of Iranian arms,” U.S. National Security Council 
spokesman Tommy Vietor said. “Iraq has taken steps in the 
past to meet that obligation and it must continue to do so.” 

Three U.S. senators who met with Iraqi Prime Minister 
Nouri al-Maliki on Wednesday said they told him that he 
risked damaging relations with the United States, as well as 
losing U.S. aid under a 2008 U.S.-Iraqi agreement signed 
before the final withdrawal of U.S. troops last year, the 
Associated Press reported from Baghdad. 

“Bottom line, this kind of problem with these Iranian 
overflights can make it more difficult to proceed with the 
[agreement] in the manner that the prime minister and we 
would like to see happen,” Sen. Joseph I. Lieberman (I-Conn.) 
told reporters after the meeting. 

Lieberman is on a fact-finding trip to Iraq, along with 
Republican Sens. John McCain (Ariz.) and Lindsey O. 
Graham (S.C.). All three have called on President Obama to 
provide U.S. arms and take other military measures in support 
of the Syrian opposition. 

Graham said Obama’s “amazing lack of leadership” had 
left Iraq “in a pickle” in terms of choosing sides in Syria. “The 
reason they’re probably not pushing back on Iran is because 
they don’t see how this ends,” he said of the Iraqis. 

The administration, which has long been concerned about 
Shiite Iran’s influence in Iraq, has a less benign view of 
Baghdad’s motives but is reluctant to provoke a public breach. 
While officials expressed sympathy for Iraq’s limited air 
defense capability to stop the flights even if it wanted to, and 
for Iraq’s concerns about sectarian spillover from the 18-
month-old Syrian conflict, officials said they are determined to 
enforce Iran sanctions. 

In 2007, the U.N. Security Council unanimously passed a 
resolution prohibiting Iran from supplying or selling any 
weapons abroad. A further resolution in 2010 “recommended” 
that all states inspect cargo coming to or from Iran. 

Obama raised the issue of the overflights with Maliki 
after they were first detected early last spring. 

At the time, administration officials said they believed the 
flights contained eavesdropping and electronic jamming 
equipment, along with technicians and trainers from Iran’s 
Revolutionary Guard force. Officials said the overflights 
stopped after the U.S. interventions. 

Resumption of the flights was first reported Wednesday 
by the New York Times, which said they had started again in 
July. 

Vice President Biden, who has been the administration’s 
primary interlocutor with Maliki, contacted the Iraqi leader 
last month and promised to provide evidence of weapons 
shipments, the AP reported. A high-level State Department 
delegation also visited Baghdad earlier this week. 

“Until now, there is no evidence of any violation in this 
regard, and if anyone has evidence, they should bring it to us 
and we will take the needed measures,” Ali al-Moussawi, 
media adviser to Maliki, told the AP. 

Asked Wednesday what the administration expected the 
Iraqis to do, the State Department’s acting deputy spokesman, 
Patrick Ventrell, said that “the easiest way, we think, is for 
them to require these aircraft to land and be inspected.” 

Ventrell said that “there are international agreements in 
terms of how aircraft transiting airspace are required to 
comply with local requirements.” Asked if the United States 
was offering to help the Iraqis enforce those agreements, he 
noted that total control of Iraqi airspace was handed over to 
Iraq by departing U.S. forces. 

The State Department also announced Wednesday an 
additional $21 million in humanitarian assistance to “conflict-
affected people inside Syria” and to Syrian refugees in 
neighboring countries, bringing the total U.S. contribution 
since last year to more than $100 million. 



 7

The U.N. refugee agency said this week that refugee 
flows reached 100,000 in August, with the total number of 

Syrians seeking refuge in Turkey, Jordan, Iraq and Lebanon 
now about 230,000. 
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3. Turkey, Egypt Issue Scathing Criticism Of Syria, Say Assad Should Go 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 05 SEP 12) ... Elizabeth A. Kennedy 

ANKARA, Turkey — Syria came under scathing 
international criticism Wednesday, with Turkey calling the 
country a terrorist state and Egypt’s leader calling on President 
Bashar Assad to “learn from recent history” and step down. 

Alluding to the fate of the authoritarian regimes in 
Tunisia, Libya, Egypt and Yemen, which were overthrown by 
Arab Spring uprisings, Egyptian President Mohammed Morsi 
warned his Syrian counterpart that “it’s too late to talk about 
reform, this is the time for change.” 

Morsi’s strong comments to Arab foreign ministers in 
Cairo followed an address last month during a summit meeting 
of the so-called nonaligned movement in the Iranian capital, 
Tehran, where the Egyptian leader gave a hearty call for world 
support of Syria’s rebels. Iran is Assad’s strongest foreign 
backer. 

Also Wednesday, Turkish Prime Minister Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan slammed Assad’s government. 

“The regime has become one of state terrorism,” he said. 
“Syria is going through a huge humanitarian saga. 
Unfortunately, as usual, the international community is merely 
watching the slaughter, massacre and the elimination of 
Muslims.” 

Turkey has become one of the strongest critics of Assad’s 
regime and is host to Syrian opposition groups as well as some 
80,000 refugees. 

The regime’s crackdown has led to worldwide 
condemnation and sanctions, weakened the economy and left 
Assad an international pariah just as he was trying to open up 

his country and modernize the economy. His few remaining 
allies include Iran, Russia and China. 

Despite the condemnation, Syria appears poised for an 
increasingly drawn-out conflict. Neither the regime nor the 
rebels has gained a significant advantage in the crisis, which 
began nearly 18 months ago with largely peaceful protests but 
has since morphed into a civil war that activists say has killed 
at least 23,000 people. 

As the conflict has grown increasingly militarized, it has 
also grown more deadly. On Wednesday, Syrian rebels said 
they shot down a government MiG jet and a helicopter. 

A video posted online by the opposition showed the 
wreckage of a jet and the body of a pilot. The AP could not 
independently confirm the rebel claims or the video. 

The commander of the rebel Free Syrian Army, 
breakaway air force colonel Riad al-Asaad, told the AP in a 
telephone interview from Turkey that rebels downed the 
aircraft in Abu al-Dhuhour, an area in the northwestern 
province of Idlib, five days ago. 

The narrator of the online video, however, said the MiG 
was downed Tuesday. The discrepancy could not be 
immediately reconciled. 

Al-Asaad said the rebels used anti-aircraft missiles the 
FSA captured from Syrian army bases. Rebels have claimed 
before that they have shot down government planes. The 
regime has acknowledged crashes in the past, but blamed them 
on mechanical failures. 
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ASIA – PACIFIC: 
4. Taiwan Urges Restraint In Isle Dispute 
(TAIPEI TIMES 06 SEP 12) ... Shih Hsiu-chuan And Mo Yan-chih 

Taiwan yesterday called on Japan to exercise self-restraint 
and refrain from disturbing peace in the region, following 
media reports that the Tokyo government had agreed to buy 
part of the contested Diaoyutai Islands. 

Citing unnamed government sources, Japan's Yomiuri 
Shimbun and Kyodo News reported yesterday that Japanese 
Prime Minister Yoshihiko Noda's Cabinet had reached a deal 
to buy three of the Diaoyutai Islands - including the largest, 
known as Uotsurijima in Japanese and Diaoyu Dao in Chinese 
- for ¥2.05 billion (U.S. $26 million) from the landowners. 

Japanese Deputy Chief Cabinet Secretary Hiroyuki 
Nagahama reportedly met the islands' owners on Monday and 
struck the deal. The Asahi Shimbun reported that the Cabinet 
would soon approve the plan to nationalize the islands and 
allocate funds for the purchase. 

Responding to the reports, the Executive Yuan yesterday 
said that nothing can change the fact that the Republic of 
China (ROC) exercises sovereignty over the Diaoyutai 
Islands. 

"The government's stance on safeguarding its territorial 
sovereignty is unwavering," the Executive Yuan said. 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs spokesman Steve Hsia said 
the ministry urged the Japanese government to refrain from 
actions that would cause a regional disturbance. 

It is an undisputable fact that the Diaoyutais are an 
inherent territory of the ROC and affiliated islands of Taiwan 
from the perspective of history, geography, geology, 
international law and based on traces of ancient settlements, 
Hsia said. 

Given these facts, the ministry does not recognize any 
unilateral moves by the Japanese government to assert 
sovereignty over the islands, he added. 

Presidential Office spokesman Fan Chiang Tai-chi 
confirmed yesterday that President Ma Ying-jeou, who is to 
visit Pengjia Islet tomorrow, would make a statement on the 
sovereignty dispute and reiterate his previous proposal calling 
for a peace initiative and for all parties to shelve 
disagreements and jointly explore potential resources. 
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Pengjia is situated about 55km north of Keelung and 
141km east of the Diaoyutais. It is the closest Taiwan-
occupied territory to the disputed Diaoyutai island chain. 
Tomorrow's inspection tour will mark Ma's first visit to the 
islet since taking office in 2008. 

Officials from the Ministry of National Defense, the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and related government bodies 
will accompany Ma on the inspection trip. The Presidential 
Office said it would also invite legislators across party lines to 
join the trip. 

Ma will take a helicopter to Pengjia. Aside from visiting 
the weather station and inspecting the coast guard deployment 
on the islet, he is expected to hear a report on the Diaoyutais. 

Ma, who presided over a meeting of the Chinese 
Nationalist Party's (KMT) Central Standing Committee 

yesterday, spoke on the government's efforts to defend the 
nation's sovereignty over the Diaoyutais. He said he had 
instructed the Coast Guard Administration (CGA) to patrol the 
area every day during the fishing season. 

"The CGA should protect the personal safety and rights of 
our fishermen and defend our sovereignty. It should patrol the 
area every year, every month and even every day during the 
fishing season," he said. 

The CGA was established in 2000 to protect the safety 
and rights of fishermen in Keelung and Yilan who fish in the 
waters of the Diaoyutais, the president said. 

He stressed the role of the CGA as a law-enforcement 
body - in addition to the navy - to protect the nation's naval 
territory and local fishermen. 
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5. Reports: Japan Will Buy Disputed Island Group 
(WASHINGTON POST 06 SEP 12) ... Chico Harlan 

SEOUL — Japan’s central government has agreed to buy 
a group of uninhabited islands that are also claimed by China 
and Taiwan, Japanese media reported Wednesday, potentially 
increasing regional tension over the simmering territorial 
dispute. 

In a long-discussed deal, the central government will pay 
the Japanese family that owns the islands 2.05 billion yen 
($26.2 million) for three of the islands in the East China Sea, 
the reports said. 

A government spokesman refused to confirm the deal, 
which was widely reported by major Japanese dailies and the 
Kyodo news agency in articles that cited unidentified 
government sources. Japan’s government often briefs 
domestic reporters on background in advance of major 
decisions. 

The nationalization of the hotly disputed islands, known 
as the Senkaku in Japan and Diaoyu in China, comes at a time 
when Japan’s government is struggling to maintain civil 
relations with its giant neighbor and placate increasingly 
influential nationalists who are wary of China’s rise. 

Although this move may inflame already strained 
relations with China, Japanese Prime Minister Yoshihiko 
Noda intended it as a way to maintain relative calm, security 
experts say. 

China responded to reports of the island purchase, saying 
it is monitoring developments closely and “will take necessary 
measures to defend its national territorial sovereignty.” 

“We cannot help but ask where is Japan trying to lead 
China and Japan relations to,” Chinese Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Hong Lei said. 

The Japanese central government purchase trumps a 
competing bid from the Tokyo metropolitan government, 
whose ultranationalist governor, Shintaro Ishihara, was raising 
money to buy the islands. 

Ishihara has spoken about stationing members of Japan’s 
Self-Defense Forces on the islands and building harbors for 
fishing boats; such moves would raise the risk of confrontation 
with Chinese vessels that often roam the waters. 

The central government, which has rented and 
administered the islands even before this purchase, prefers a 

hands-off approach. It keeps them uninhabited and almost 
always denies requests for permission for boats to land. Japan 
would maintain that no-development policy after the purchase, 
which should be finalized by the end of this month, the 
Japanese news reports said. 

“Our basic approach is to continue to maintain and 
manage the islands peacefully and stably,” Noda said at a 
news conference last month. 

The islands — supposedly rich grounds for fishing and 
natural resources — have turned into a flash point in recent 
months, part of a regionwide escalation of territorial disputes 
that drew the attention of U.S. Secretary of State Hillary 
Rodham Clinton during her trip to Asia this week. 

This summer, China sent three ships to the area. In 
response, Japan asked its ambassador to briefly return from 
Beijing. There were landings by activists from both sides. 
Anti-Japanese demonstrations broke out in numerous Chinese 
cities, with thousands taking to the streets. And last weekend, 
a group of Tokyo city officials and experts surveyed the 
islands without landing on them, measuring water depth, 
scouting locations for a dock anddeclaring that Japan’s 
territorial claim is “undeniable.” 

Japan formally incorporated the rocky island chain as part 
of its territory in 1895; the United States administered the land 
after World War II but returned it to Japan in 1971. 

Japan says China offered no objections at that time and 
raised its claim only several years later, amid news that the 
islands could have rich fossil-fuel reserves. 

But a Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesman said the 
islands have been “China’s inherent territory since ancient 
times.” 

In a Wednesday editorial in the China Daily, Jin 
Yongming, a maritime law expert with the Shanghai Academy 
of Social Sciences, wrote that Japan’s actions have “infringed 
on China’s territorial sovereignty and maritime interests and 
poisoned bilateral relations.” 

“Japan is worried that China’s continued rise and the 
change in the regional power balance will end its illegal 
possession of the Diaoyu Islands,” Jin wrote, “and is thus 
eager to get an upper hand in the dispute.” 

Return to Index 
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6. Pentagon Maps Japan Radiation, Says U.S. Personnel Safe 
(REUTERS 05 SEP 12) ... Phil Stewart 

WASHINGTON -- The Pentagon on Wednesday posted a 
website mapping the amount of radiation to which the tens of 
thousands of Americans in Japan at the time of last year's 
earthquake and nuclear disaster were exposed and said none of 
the doses posed health risks. 

The 9.0 magnitude March 11, 2011 earthquake and 
tsunami devastated the Fukushima Daiichi nuclear plant north 
of Tokyo, triggering meltdowns, spewing radiation and 
prompting the Pentagon to announce voluntary evacuation for 
families of service members stationed in Japan. 

The temblor generated a tsunami wave of up to 10 meters 
(33 feet) that swamped the Fukushima plant and the 
surrounding Tohoku region of central Honshu. 

The website,showed radiation dosages between March 12 
and May 11 at 13 locations in Japan where most of the nearly 
70,000 U.S. military-affiliated population lived. 

It showed the highest rate of adult exposure at Camp 
Sendai, just north of Fukushima, where the estimated adult 
dose of whole body radiation was 0.12 rem and 1.20 for the 
thyroid - the organ most affected by radiation. 

By comparison, a full-body CAT scan yields a whole 
body exposure of 5.0 rem. 

Those American personnel who were stationed at Camp 
Sendai who check the website will see a message saying: 
"Your whole-body and thyroid radiation dose estimates are 
well below levels associated with adverse medical conditions." 

"Since the estimated radiation doses and health risks 
associated with this event are so low, no one is being placed in 
a medical surveillance program to monitor their long-term 
health outcomes," the website said. 

There were no children at Sendai, but children between 
one- and two-years-old at the Hyakuri Airbase south of 
Fukushima had an estimated whole body exposure of 0.16 rem 
and 2.70 rem. 

The Pentagon said that by the end of the year it will issue 
final radiation dose estimates, including estimates for some 
8,000 people who had their external or internal radiation 
measured directly. 

Scientists are still studying the effects from Fukushima, 
the world's worst nuclear accident since Chernobyl a quarter 
of a century earlier. Some nuclear experts have said Japan was 
slow to open up to foreign experts who could have helped it 
better contain the accident and manage the public health risks. 

Last May, the operator of the crippled plant disclosed that 
radiation released in the first days of the Fukushima disaster 
was almost 2-1/2 times the amount first estimated by Japanese 
safety regulators. 

Tokyo Electric Power said its own analysis put the 
amount of radiation released in the first three weeks of the 
accident at about one-sixth the radiation released during the 
1986 Chernobyl disaster. 
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7. Navy's New Warships Face Another Delay 
(AUSTRALIAN ASSOCIATED PRESS 06 SEP 12) ... Max Blenkin 

The Australian navy's three new air warfare destroyers 
(AWDs) will now arrive more than a year later than planned, 
following a second significant delay to the $8 billion project. 

But Defence Minister Stephen Smith said it would have 
no impact on costs and could even support the federal budget 
over the forward estimates. 

"We are going through a tough fiscal period so moving 
some $100 million to the right has a benefit so far as the 
forward estimate years are concerned," he told reporters in 
Adelaide on Thursday. 

The so-called "re-baselined construction schedule" comes 
after the AWD Alliance consortium building the vessels 
advised the keel-to-keel phase of the project should extend to 
18 months between each ship. 

The new delivery dates for the ships are: HMAS Hobart 
in March 2016, HMAS Brisbane in September 2017 and 
HMAS Sydney in March 2019. 

In 2007, when the federal government announced the 
design would mirror the Spanish Navantia F-100 frigate, it 
said the Hobart would arrive in late 2014, the Brisbane in 
early 2016 and the Sydney in mid-2017. 

Under the project, the navy will get three advanced 
warships able to escort other vessels and defend against air 
and missile attacks. 

Each ship comprises 31 200-tonne hull blocks which are 
being constructed in Europe and at three yards in Australia. 

The blocks will be assembled at the ASC facility in South 
Australia. 

The project ran into problems in 2011 when BAE 
Systems acknowledged its facility at Williamstown, 
Melbourne, was hard pressed to perform its AWD work as 
well as work on the navy's two new large landing ships. 

Much of the work was reallocated, with Forgacs in 
Newcastle gaining a much larger share. It's now building 
almost half of the three vessels. 

The government then said the Hobart would arrive in late 
2015. 

Mr. Smith said the latest delay would help the defence 
industry manage workloads on other major projects to build 
landing helicopter dock (LHD) ships and new submarines. 

It was a "coincidence" that the delay had occurred while 
the government was going through a tight fiscal period, he 
added. 

"Extending the AWD ship building program will help 
avoid a decline in naval shipbuilding skills before the 
commencement of Australia's largest and most complex naval 
project, the future submarine," he said. 

Mr. Smith said the government faced challenges to 
manage constraints in the defence budget. 

"But as this demonstrates today, we continue to move 
ahead with our core capability," he said. 

"Budgets for defence, as they are for other departments, 
are invariably cyclical so in due course we'll return to a better 
fiscal position for defence as we will for the commonwealth." 

South Australian Premier Jay Weatherill said the decision 
to delay the delivery of the destroyers would address a 
potential workforce gap. 
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"We now have a smooth plan of works here," he told reporters. 
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AFGHANISTAN: 
8. Afghans Move To Curb 'Green On Blue' Killings 
Military Dismisses, Detains Hundreds for Possible Insurgent Ties in Wake of Rise of 'Green-on-Blue' 
Killings 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 06 SEP 12) ... Nathan Hodge and Habib Khan Totakhil 

KABUL—The Afghan military said it has conducted an 
extensive purge of its ranks to stem the rise of insider attacks 
against coalition troops, dismissing or detaining "hundreds" of 
soldiers for possible ties to the insurgency. 

Afghan defense ministry spokesman Maj. Gen. Zahir 
Azimi, who announced the crackdown, said it came after 
Afghan President Hamid Karzai "instructed the security forces 
to put all their efforts and capacities to prevent these attacks." 

Mr. Karzai raised the issue Sunday in a meeting of his 
security council, instructing top officials to focus on thwarting 
the attacks. 

In recent months, coalition forces have witnessed a surge 
in "green-on-blue" killings, incidents in which Afghan 
soldiers, police or those dressed like them have turned their 
weapons on their foreign partners. In August, at least 15 
coalition troops were killed by their Afghan counterparts, 
raising concerns that insurgents were deliberately infiltrating 
Afghan military and police units to sow mistrust and derail 
cooperation with coalition forces. 

Army recruits in Afghanistan are already vetted for 
possible links to the insurgency, and two members of their 
local community must vouch for their trustworthiness. Gen. 
Azimi said that, in some cases, these guarantors weren't 
providing genuine identification. 

U.S. Army Lt. Gen. James Terry, the commander who 
oversees day-to-day operations, said in a briefing Wednesday 
the U.S. was planning to help the Afghans with their vetting 
process. Gen. Terry said as more information is developed on 
individual attacks, the U.S. will be able to help the Afghans 
"look at specific populations we think are at risk" when 
screening personnel. 

Gen. Terry said that while investigators were looking for 
patterns in the attacks, they haven't yet identified any. 

These insider attacks have stoked tensions between the 
Afghan government and its foreign allies. After the U.S.-led 
coalition launched a raid to capture suspects involved in the 
killing of three Australian troops in one such attack last week, 
Mr. Karzai angrily denounced the operation in Uruzgan 
province, saying it breached an agreement restricting night 
raids and caused civilian casualties. The Australian 

government and U.S.-led coalition said the raid was properly 
authorized. According to the coalition command, the two 
fatalities in the raid were insurgents, not civilians. 

Speaking to reporters on Monday, Australian Minister for 
Defense Stephen Smith said the operation condemned by Mr. 
Karzai led to the detention of an alleged accomplice to the 
insider attack. 

"Our ambassador in Kabul has made clear to the [Afghan 
presidential] palace our disappointment at the statement issued 
from the palace over the weekend," he said. 

Green-on-blue attacks have also threatened to imperil a 
key part of the U.S. exit strategy, which calls for a shift in 
emphasis to training and advisory missions. Over the 
weekend, the coalition announced that it would suspend the 
training of 1,000 Afghan Local Police in order to rescreen 
current members of the village militia program for potential 
links to insurgent groups. 

Afghan Local Police—who are trained and mentored by 
U.S. special operations troops—are seen as a vital component 
of Afghanistan's rural security. 

In public statements, top coalition officials have played 
down deliberate insurgent infiltration of the ranks of 
Afghanistan's army and police, saying that many incidents 
were provoked by culture clashes or personal disputes. 

But on Sunday, Afghan and coalition forces confirmed 
the arrest of a Taliban insurgent in Nangarhar province in 
connection with an insider attack. The individual was accused 
of infiltrating the Afghan National Police to conduct an attack 
that claimed the lives of two coalition service members in 
southern Afghanistan in May. 

Separately, the U.S.-led coalition said Wednesday that 
two service members were killed in a helicopter crash during 
military operations in eastern Afghanistan. The coalition didn't 
provide additional details, but a spokesman for the governor of 
Logar province said that a helicopter crashed in Sarsang area. 

The Taliban claimed responsibility Wednesday for 
downing two helicopters in the same province, but insurgents 
routinely make exaggerated claims about inflicting coalition 
casualties. 
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9. U.S. To Retain Role As A Jailer In Afghanistan 
(NEW YORK TIMES 06 SEP 12) ... Charlie Savage and Graham Bowley 

WASHINGTON — The United States military will 
maintain control over dozens of foreign detainees in 
Afghanistan for the indefinite future, even as the two countries 
prepare to ceremonially mark the hand-over of detention 
operations to the Afghan government, officials from both 
countries say. 

Further, although thousands of Afghan detainees have 
already been turned over, the United States will continue to 
hold and screen newly captured Afghans for a time, ensuring 
continued American involvement in detention and 
interrogation activities. 

The hand-over deal, signed on March 9 at President 
Hamid Karzai’s demand, set a six-month transfer schedule and 



 11

was a reflection of rising Afghan assertions of sovereignty at a 
time of extreme tensions over American troops’ burning of 
Korans. 

The persistence of American-operated prison buildings, in 
a section of the main Parwan complex at Bagram Air Base, 
underscores the complexity of relinquishing control over 
detainee operations while American troops are still in the field 
conducting raids and making arrests — including the risk that 
detainees could be freed only to come back and stage attacks. 

Some of the difficulties raised by the non-Afghan 
detainees, moreover, echo problems that have slowed the 
Obama administration’s efforts to close the prison camp at 
Guantánamo Bay, Cuba. It is illegal to repatriate prisoners to 
countries where they are likely to be tortured or killed, for 
example, and American officials have also wanted to ensure 
that other governments are willing and able to keep tabs on 
any released detainees. 

Still, Afghan guards now operate most of the cellblocks at 
Parwan, and they have taken custody of most of the roughly 
3,000 Afghans who were already being held as suspects in the 
insurgency when the allies signed the transfer agreement. 
There are many fewer inmates — about 50, officials say — 
from Pakistan and other countries, while more than 600 
Afghans have been taken into custody since the March 9 deal. 
A major unresolved issue is how quickly newly arrested 
Afghans should be turned over. 

William K. Lietzau, the Pentagon’s top detainee policy 
official, said in a recent interview that the United States was 
“on a trajectory to be able to comply” with the Sept. 9 
“milestone” in the transfer agreement — he rejected the word 
deadline. Compliance, he said, meant having transferred all 
Afghan citizens who were already in custody when the 
agreement was signed. 

So far, Mr. Karzai, who early this year demanded the 
immediate transfer of prison operations, has not publicly 
objected to that narrow interpretation of the agreement. He has 
announced plans for a ceremony on Monday to mark the “full 
transfer” of the detention center. 

Some Afghan officials signaled that the continuing 
American role was understood and, to a degree, acceptable. 
“The priority for Afghanistan is Afghan citizens,” said Janan 
Mosazai, the Foreign Ministry spokesman. “When it comes to 
third-country nationals, that will be a matter we decide with 
our international partners at some point down the road.” 

In an interview last week, the Afghan official who runs 
the Afghan-controlled portions of Parwan, Gen. Ghulam 
Farouk, acknowledged that the Afghan guards were still “in 
the process of building our capacity.” Three American 
officials sat in on the interview at his office at Parwan, while 
in a dusty yard outside his window, a graduation ceremony for 
about 100 guards unfolded. Behind them, a bus delivered 
detainees’ families for visits. 

While General Farouk said the process of transferring the 
initial group of Afghan detainees was almost complete, 
because of delicate relations with a “neighboring country” — 
a reference to Pakistan — he said it would be best if the 
United States kept the foreign detainees for now. 

“If we keep these people with us in this current situation 
and deal with them, this will create more problems for us,” he 
said. “Therefore it is better for the Americans to keep them.” 

When transferred, prisoners leave their cells in one of the 
remaining American-controlled buildings and are taken to new 
cells in a building controlled by Afghans, but where American 
personnel will still be present in an advisory role until at least 
March, under the agreement. An Afghan committee sorts the 
detainees into two groups: so far, General Farouk said, 1,638 
have been approved for criminal prosecution, and 963 have 
been referred to a review board, which evaluates them and 
recommends whether to keep holding them without trial as 
wartime detainees. 

The agreement calls on Afghanistan to consult the United 
States and “consider favorably” its assessment of whether a 
detainee poses a continuing security threat or should be 
released, but it is ambiguous about which country has final 
say. As a practical matter, the United States military still 
controls the perimeter of the base around the prison complex. 
To date, officials of both countries say, there have been no 
disagreements between General Farouk and his American 
counterpart, Lt. Gen. Keith M. Huber. 

There are early signs, however, that the Afghans may be 
more inclined to release detainees than not. General Farouk 
said that so far the review board had finished evaluating about 
600 men and recommended that he release 374. None have yet 
been freed, and he was vague about how many might be, but 
suggested it could be a majority. 

A major task for American officials has been to declassify 
as much evidence as possible showing that each detainee may 
be an insurgent. The dossiers, given to the Afghans when each 
detainee is transferred, can be used by the Afghan court or its 
review boards. 

To protect intelligence sources, the United States has 
sometimes withheld information or allowed Afghan officials 
only to view documents but not take copies. Mr. Lietzau of the 
Pentagon said that if the United States objected to an Afghan 
recommendation to release a detainee, the Americans would 
re-examine the full, still-classified file to see whether there 
was a way to show the review board more information. 

“The bottom line is, we’re not in a war by ourselves 
against an enemy that is just our enemy,” he said. “We’re in a 
war where the only way to win is with our alliance.” 

Domestic politics are a factor as well. Congress has 
imposed steep restrictions on transfers from Guantánamo, and 
the military does not want its hands to be similarly tied in 
Afghanistan. Republican lawmakers have criticized a decision 
to turn over to Iraqi custody a detainee accused of helping to 
kill American troops in the Iraq war. After a report that Iraq 
may soon release him, they warned the administration “to 
extend all efforts to ensure that this tragic mistake is not 
repeated with terrorists currently in U.S. custody in 
Afghanistan.” 

But any sweeping declarations by the United States that it 
will not allow the release of anyone it deems too risky would 
undermine Mr. Karzai’s ability to show that Afghans now 
exercise sovereign control over prisons on their soil. The 
Obama administration also does not want to provoke 
American courts into revisiting a 2010 ruling declining to 
extend the same habeas corpus rights that Guantánamo 
detainees have to detainees in Afghanistan. 

The prisoner transfer policy could also face legal and 
political pressures inside Afghanistan. The United States 
insisted, when negotiating the agreement, that the Karzai 
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administration embrace a system of no-trial detention for 
wartime prisoners deemed too difficult to prosecute but too 
dangerous to release. Afghan lawmakers, however, did not 
ratify the agreement. 

Gul Rahman Qazi, the chairman of the independent 
commission for overseeing the carrying out of the Afghan 
Constitution, which he helped write, contended that a no-trial 
detention system “is not acceptable to us” and is “in 
confrontation with the national Constitution.” 

But Mr. Lietzau said that while the war continues, it is 
lawful and necessary to detain people without trial, both to 
gain intelligence and to avoid creating any incentive for troops 
in combat to elect killing over capturing. 

“An administrative detention regime is necessary for any 
morally responsible country in an armed conflict,” he said. “In 
this case, it was a prerequisite for our agreement with the 
Afghan government, at least the way combat operations are 
going right now. That’s something we’re going to have to be 
watching very carefully as we go forward with this transition.” 
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MIDEAST: 
10. China Backs "Transition" In Syria, Opposes Intervention 
(RETUERS 05 SEP 12) ... Chris Buckley 

BEIJING (Reuters) - China backs a "political transition" 
in Syria to end worsening bloodshed after 18 months of unrest, 
Chinese Foreign Minister Yang Jiechi said on Wednesday 
while repeating Beijing's opposition to forceful foreign 
intervention. 

The government of President Bashar al-Assad has been 
beset by growing opposition and armed rebellion, and Yang's 
remarks highlighted Beijing efforts to accommodate calls for 
change while resisting Western pressure to open the way to 
military involvement. 

"We and many countries all support a period of political 
transition in Syria," Yang said at a news conference after talks 
with U.S. Secretary of State Hillary Clinton. 

"But we also believe that any solution should come from 
the people of Syria and reflect their wishes," he said. "It 
should not be imposed from outside." 

On June 30, China joined other world powers in agreeing 
that a transitional government should be formed in Syria. 
China has also repeatedly urged the Syrian government to talk 
with the opposition and take steps to meet public demands for 
political change. 

But China is wary of calls for change snowballing into 
foreign intervention, and Yang's remarks reflected that 
caution. 

Last year, China joined Russia in approving a U.N. 
Security Council resolution on intervening in Libya, but later 
suggested NATO powers had exceeded the U.N. mandate by 
expanding a bombing campaign that proved decisive in 
toppling Muammar Gaddafi. 

China and Russia are wary of a repeat in Syria. 
"We advocate that Syria should initiate a political 

transition process led by the Syrian people as soon as 
possible," Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesman Hong Lei told 
a daily briefing after Yang's remarks. 

"We believe Syria's independence, sovereignty and 
territorial integrity should be respected." 

China "Impartial" On Syria 

Lakhdar Brahimi, the new United Nations-Arab League 
mediator on Syria, has described his bid to broker peace there 
as "nearly impossible" but Yang stuck to a more hopeful 
message. 

"I said in a phone call (to Brahimi) that China fully 
supports his mediation efforts and we hope all the parties will 
also support his mediation efforts so there can be an 
appropriate and peaceful solution to the situation in Syria," 
Yang said. 

"On the question of Syria, let me emphasize that China is 
not partial to any individual or any party," he said. 

"We hope that members of the international community 
will bring their positive influence to bear and get the various 
parties in Syria to adopt a realistic, calm and constructive 
attitude so that there can be an early beginning of political 
dialogue and transition." 

The U.N. General Assembly last month overwhelmingly 
approved a non-binding resolution expressing "grave concern" 
at the escalation of violence and condemned the U.N. Security 
Council for its failure to take strong action. 

But the Security Council has been prevented from taking 
stronger action by China and Russia, which have blocked 
three Western-backed resolutions that criticized Assad and 
threatened sanctions against Syria. A council meeting on the 
crisis on Thursday achieved nothing new. 

Yang said China stood by a principle of non-intervention 
in the affairs of other countries. 

Clinton acknowledged it was "no secret" the U.S. 
government was disappointed by the positions of China and 
Russia and reiterated that the best course of action remained 
tough U.N. Security Council action. 

"We hope to continue to unite behind a real path forward 
to end the violence in Syria," Clinton said. 

Meanwhile, she said, the United States would work with 
like-minded countries to plan for the day when Assad leaves 
power, "because we are convinced that he will.” 
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11. Leak Prompts Netanyahu To Cancel Security Cabinet Meeting On Iran Issue 
(NEW YORK TIMES 06 SEP 12) ... Isabel Kershner 

JERUSALEM — Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
abruptly canceled a meeting of his security cabinet on 
Wednesday, saying information was leaked from the highly 

confidential deliberations, a security failure that could 
undermine his efforts to project a unified front to the West 
about how to deal with Iran’s nuclear program. 
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Mr. Netanyahu made the unusual announcement after the 
widely read newspaper Yediot Aharonot reported that 
someone participating in the first session of the meeting, on 
Tuesday, had said there was no agreement among security 
officials “about the point at which Israel’s ability to damage 
the Iranian nuclear program loses its effectiveness.” 

It was not clear what set Mr. Netanyahu off, experts said, 
noting that signs of division might make it harder for the 
prime minister to hold out the prospect of a unilateral military 
strike. Or the move might simply reflect his frustration at the 
lack of discipline among his senior ministers. 

Dore Gold, president of the Jerusalem Center for Public 
Affairs, a research institute, said the “principle” that there had 
been a leak was “much more important than any specifics that 
appeared in the newspaper.” 

When he canceled the meeting, Mr. Netanyahu said “the 
ability to hold confidential and in-depth discussions” was “a 
basic work tool in managing state security.” 

Any Israeli military strike against Iran’s nuclear facilities, 
an option being debated in Israel, would require approval by 
the 14-member security cabinet. 

Tuesday’s meeting was held shortly after an International 
Atomic Energy Agency report said that Iran had accelerated 
its nuclear program — which it says is for peaceful purposes 
— even under the weight of intensified sanctions and as Israel 
engaged in delicate diplomacy with the United States over 
Iran. 

Former officials and analysts here cautioned against 
interpreting the cancellation of the Wednesday session as a 
signal that a decision to strike was not imminent, or 
conversely, that the need for utter secrecy indicated that a 
decision was near. 

“I would say that you must take the reason given for what 
it is: that there was a violation of security,” said Efraim 
Halevy, a former chief of the Mossad spy agency. It should be 
seen, he said, as “a warning to people to keep their mouths 
shut.” 

During the security meeting, Mr. Netanyahu and other 
ministers were briefed by Mossad; Shin Bet, the nation’s 
internal security agency; and military intelligence, according 
to the news media, which said that at least four additional 
ministers attended as observers. 

The security cabinet is required by law to have at least six 
members, but it has become larger for reasons of coalition 
politics. Mr. Netanyahu consults more often with a tighter 
group of nine top ministers, but that group does not have the 

authority to decide on military operations on behalf of the 
government. 

Yediot Aharonot’s news Web site, Ynet, quoted a 
participant in Tuesday’s session, whom it did not identify, as 
saying, “The information that was presented was very 
troubling but still not frightening.” 

The newspaper report on Wednesday dropped the 
“frightening” reference but said that participants were amazed 
to find that those bodies responsible for giving assessments 
presented different views regarding the point at which Israel’s 
option of striking Iran’s nuclear centers would no longer be 
effective. 

Defense Minister Ehud Barak has long spoken of a “zone 
of immunity,” meaning a vaguely defined point beyond which 
Iran could potentially produce weapon fuel deep underground 
in a center immune to an attack by Israel, given its relatively 
limited military capabilities. 

Some analysts speculated that the reports may have 
angered Mr. Netanyahu because they seemed to undermine the 
sense of urgency he has been trying to convey about the need 
to stop the Iranian drive toward nuclear weapons capability. 

Michael Eisenstadt, director of the Military and Security 
Studies Program at the Washington Institute for Near East 
Policy, said the leaks “could undercut the message he is trying 
to send to the U.S., Iran and the international community.” 
Comments in the Ynet report were “an implicit criticism of 
Netanyahu’s approach,” Mr. Eisenstadt added. 

The meeting’s cancellation comes against the backdrop of 
quiet contacts between the Israeli government and the Obama 
administration over the Iranian issue. Mr. Netanyahu and Mr. 
Barak will visit the United States this month for the United 
Nations General Assembly meeting. 

Some commentators here have said that Mr. Netanyahu 
may have overplayed his hand in trying to push the 
Americans. They cited recent remarks by the chairman of the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff, Gen. Martin E. Dempsey, who was 
quoted last week as saying that the international coalition of 
countries applying sanctions against Iran “could be undone” if 
Israel attacked it “prematurely.” 

“The decision on the agenda right now is what Netanyahu 
and Barak will tell Obama and Panetta when they get to the 
United States,” said Ehud Yaari, an Israel-based fellow at the 
Washington Institute for Near East Policy, referring to 
Defense Secretary Leon E. Panetta. “They have to decide 
exactly how to present Israel’s position and what to ask of the 
Americans.” 
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12. U.S. Deputy Military Chief 'In Secret Israel Visit' 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 06 SEP 12) 

JERUSALEM — The Vice Chairman of the U.S. Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, Admiral James Winnefeld, is on a secret visit 
to Israel as tensions rise over Iran's nuclear progress, Israel's 
army radio reported on Thursday. 

The Israeli military itself refused to confirm the report, 
which said Winnefeld was in the country at the invitation of 
his counterpart, Deputy Chief of Staff Major General Yair 
Naveh. 

It was not immediately clear when Winnefeld arrived, but 
he was expected to leave later on Thursday. 

Army radio said the visit had been kept under wraps 
because of political sensitivities between Israel and 
Washington over how to handle Tehran's nuclear ambitions, 
which both parties believe is an attempt to build atomic 
weapons. 

Tehran insists its programme is completely peaceful, but 
Israel has warned that a nuclear Iran would pose an existential 
threat and said it would take all necessary steps to prevent that 
from happening, including a pre-emptive military strike. 

Next week, another senior U.S. military official is due in 
Israel, the Ynet news website reported. 



 14

Lieutenant General Craig Franklin, currently the 
commander of the U.S. Third Air Force, is to visit ahead of a 
joint military drill between the two armies which is due to take 
place next month, Ynet said. 

Last week, Time magazine said the U.S. had significantly 
scaled down the planned joint military exercise, reducing by 

more than two-thirds the number of U.S. troops taking part in 
a move linked to disagreements over how to deal with Iran's 
nuclear programme. 

Tensions between the two allies have grown in recent 
weeks over reports suggesting that Israel was mulling an 
attack on Iran without White House approval. 
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CENTRAL ASIA: 
13. Turkmen Navy Holds War Games In Gas-Rich Caspian 
(REUTERS 05 SEP 12) ... Marat Gurt 

DJAFAR, Turkmenistan -- Neutral Turkmenistan flexed 
its military muscle on Wednesday, holding its first naval 
exercises in the Caspian Sea to show it can rebuff any attack 
on the oil and gas riches it hopes to sell to Europe. 

Turkmenistan, on the eastern shore of the Caspian Sea, 
holds the world's fourth-largest natural gas reserves, according 
to BP data, surpassed only by Russia, Iran and Qatar. The 
other four littoral nations are Russia, Kazakhstan, Azerbaijan 
and Iran. 

Turkmenistan said this week it could potentially join 
Azerbaijan in supplying natural gas into a pipeline through 
Turkey to the EU border, helping Europe become less reliant 
on Russian gas. 

Previously announced plans for such a pipeline have 
angered Russia, which argues that every Caspian littoral state 
must agree before such a project can go ahead. Turkmenistan 
and Azerbaijan have said they need agreement only with each 
other. 

But Turkmen-Azeri relations also soured this year when, 
in June, Azerbaijan warned Turkmenistan to stop exploration 
at an offshore oil and gas field. Disputes over how to divide 
the Caspian Sea have dogged the development of its 
hydrocarbon riches since the break-up of the Soviet Union in 
1991. 

The military training exercise, codenamed Hazar-2012 
(Caspian-2012), was held jointly by army and police units. 

Two corvettes opened fire to defend an imitation village and a 
real oil tanker anchored off the coast of western Turkmenistan. 

Russian-built fighter jets flew overhead as special police 
units rebuffed a mock attack by "armed saboteurs" on a 
dummy oil refinery on the Caspian shore. An audience 
including President Kurbanguly Berdymukhamedov 
responded with rapturous applause. 

Turkmenistan, a mainly Muslim country of 5.5 million, 
was granted official neutral status by the United Nations 
shortly after the Soviet Union's collapse. The country 
describes its military doctrine as "exclusively defensive.” 

Wearing a camouflage jacket, Berdymukhamedov, a 55-
year-old trained dentist, made no statement to the assembled 
crowd that would suggest a potential threat to his gas-rich 
nation. 

Berdymukhamedov enjoys absolute power in his desert 
nation, where he goes by the state-approved nickname of 
Arkadag, or The Patron. He won a second five-year term as 
president in February, with 97 percent of the vote. 

A programme for the event read: "We express our 
gratitude (to Berdymukhamedov) for his help in strengthening 
the country's defence capability, and ask the Almighty to give 
sound health and a long life to the esteemed president of 
Turkmenistan." 

Turkmenistan plans to build a naval base on the Caspian 
Sea, equipped with a radar surveillance system, by 2015. 
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MILITARY VOTING: 
14. Report: Half Of Military Bases Lack Voting Facility 
(WASHINGTON TIMES 05 SEP 12) ... Shaun Waterman- 

Half of all U.S. military bases around the world lack 
legally required facilities where troops can register to vote and 
get absentee ballots, according to a report from the Pentagon’s 
inspector general. 

Advocacy groups said the report shows the military has 
let down its service members by failing to implement the 2009 
Military and Overseas Voter Empowerment (MOVE) Act. 

“It’s disappointing. This was the will of Congress,” said 
Eric Eversole, founder of the Military Voter Protection 
Project. 

“Here you have an agency [the Pentagon] that basically 
said to Congress, ‘We’re not going to do what you told us to 
do. We think we know more about voter registration than you 
do and we’re not going to do it.’?” 

Under the MOVE Act, all military installations are 
required to have a voting-assistance office, which, like the 

“motor voter” offices at departments of motor vehicles, offer 
individuals the opportunity to register and ask them to sign a 
form if they decline. The law said the offices should be open 
by 2010. 

When investigators from the inspector general’s office 
attempted to contact the offices at the military’s 229 bases 
overseas, they were able reach just 114 — fewer than half. 

One of the authors of the act, Sen. John Cornyn, 
Republican of Texas, is sending a letter to Defense Secretary 
Leon E. Panetta this week to ask him to personally intervene, 
according to his office. 

“With great disappointment, we have concluded that the 
Department of Defense stands in clear violation of a central 
provision of this federal law,” the letter says, according to 
extracts provided to The Washington Times. 
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“The price of the [department’s] failure to follow the law 
will likely be paid this November by military service members 
and their families.” 

The House Armed Services Committee will hold a 
hearing on the issue Sept. 13, a committee staffer said. State 
elections officials are due to send out absentee ballots by Sept. 
22, Mr. Eversole said. 

Pentagon officials blamed a lack of resources for the 
failure to establish the voting offices, according to the 
inspector general report. 

“We concluded the services had not established all the 
[voting-assistance offices] as intended by the [MOVE Act] 
because, among other issues, the funding was not available,” 
reads the report, published last week but first reported 
Wednesday. 

The report said Congress failed to authorize additional 
funding to implement the MOVE Act and added that Pentagon 
officials estimate the costs of establishing the offices could 
exceed $20 million per year. 

But Mr. Eversole said Congress had appropriated $75 
million over the past three years for military voter assistance 
efforts. 

“The notion that they didn’t have the money to do this, 
that’s laughable,” he said. 

The acting director of the Pentagon’s Federal Voting 
Assistance Program, the official responsible for implementing 
the law and spending the money, told reporters the inspector 
general’s investigators had used outdated contact information. 

“I strongly believe that voting assistance is the best that it 
has ever been,” Pam Mitchell said at a Pentagon briefing. 

Mr. Eversole disputed her remarks. 
“She may believe that, but data from the states shows 

otherwise,” he said. 
A report last month from the Military Voter Protection 

Project found that military requests for absentee ballots were 
lower than in 2008 in key swing states like Virginia, North 
Carolina and Ohio. In those three states fewer than 2 percent 
of eligible military voters had requested absentee ballots, the 
report found. 

Mr. Eversole called the results “shocking.” 
The House Armed Services Committee staffer said Ms. 

Mitchell “will face some tough questions when she testifies” 
at the hearing next week. 
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15. DoD Pushes Back On Criticism Of Voting Program 
(NAVY TIMES 05 SEP 12) ... Andrew Tilghman 

The Pentagon is fending off criticism that its efforts to 
ensure troops can vote are limited and ineffective, a problem 
critics say could result in a lower military turnout in this fall’s 
presidential election. 

The Defense Department Inspector General released a 
scathing report Sept. 4 that found its own investigators were 
unable to make contact with roughly half of the 224 
Installation Voter Assistance Offices that the military says it 
maintains at bases and posts worldwide. 

A 2010 federal law requires the military to maintain those 
offices at most installations and provide direct support to 
service members who are trying to vote, either locally or by 
absentee ballot. 

The Pentagon pushed back against the IG report, saying 
those offices are all fully operational and the IG’s findings are 
flawed because investigators were using an outdated contact 
list. 

“In any military environment, whether the subject be 
voting or anything else, phone numbers change, email 
addresses change,” said Pam Mitchell, director of the Federal 
Voting Assistance Program, or FVAP, which operates under 
the auspices of the Defense Department. “The contact 
information that they used … very simply, was outdated.” 

Mitchell encouraged troops to go to the FVAP website for 
current contact information. She also said the offices are one 
of many outreach tools, which also includes her office’s new 
online efforts. 

“We use social media. We use Twitter. We use Facebook, 
especially so that we can reach out to the largest military 

population, which is those 18- to 24- or 25-year-olds,” 
Mitchell said in a Sept. 5 briefing with reporters at the 
Pentagon. 

Critics say the number of troops who have requested 
absentee ballots this year is down substantially compared to 
the 2008 election cycle. The Military Voter Protection Project 
released a report in August detailing ballot request data in 
several key swing states and suggesting a drop in projected 
military voter participation in the upcoming presidential 
election. 

Mitchell rejected that and pointed instead to different data 
that her office maintains on the number of times online 
visitors to the FVAP website download absentee voter 
application cards. She said her data shows this year’s queries 
are running “neck and neck” with the 2004 election cycle, 
which was the last time an incumbent president sought 
reelection. 

Some political experts say the military vote could be 
decisive in the November presidential election because several 
key swing states have large military populations, including 
Virginia, Florida, Ohio and Colorado. 

But there is little reason to believe the Pentagon’s 
reported problems with voter assistance reflect partisan 
maneuvering, said Eric Eversole, executive director of the 
Military Voter Protection Project. 

“The military voting issue has existed long before the 
current administration. I simply don’t see any politics at play,” 
Eversole said. 
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PERSONNEL: 
16. 16 Amphib New Orleans Sailors Busted For Spice 
(NAVY TIMES 05 SEP 12) ... Gidget Fuentes 

SAN DIEGO, Calif. — Sixteen members of the crew of 
amphibious transport dock New Orleans are facing the boot 
from the Navy after they screened positive for using spice, 
Navy officials said Wednesday. 

The 16 sailors had tested positive for use of the illegal 
synthetic drug after the ship’s skipper, Cmdr. Dennis Jacko, 
ordered a surprise command sweep urinalysis test for all crew 
members in late July after their post-deployment leave period, 
said Cmdr. Tamsen Reese, a Naval Surface Forces 
spokeswoman in Coronado, Calif. 

“The CO wanted, and did, a command sweep ... to make 
sure the crew was clean,” Reese said. 

But in early August, just days after the shipwide sweep, 
the command got a report that several junior sailors were 
using spice in the Marine berthing spaces aboard the ship, 
Reese said. Commander-directed urinalysis tests then found 
nine sailors screened positive for spice use — and all nine had 
tested positive in the previous sweep, she said. 

The ship had returned to San Diego on June 22 following 
a 7 1/2 month deployment with the Makin Island Amphibious 
Ready Group and 11th Marine Expeditionary Unit. Command 
leaders, however, “don’t suspect any of that was going on 
during deployment,” she said. 

Spice, known as fake pot because of synthetic 
cannabinoid compounds that mimic marijuana’s effects on 
users, has drawn much attention by top Navy leaders who are 
pushing a zero-tolerance campaign against the substance and 
other illegal drugs. At the same time, military officials are 

seeking better ways to test for the unique but ever-changing 
chemicals that spice manufacturers use to skirt urinalysis tests 
and federal laws banning the substances. Spice currently isn’t 
detected through the Navy’s standard urinalysis testing, so 
separate tests are required and results take several weeks. 

Urinalysis tests are among the tools commanders like 
Jacko have to screen suspected users, and the ship routinely 
searches bunks and lockers and employ drug-sniffing dogs to 
thwart spice use and root out users. 

“The entire command regularly receives refresher training 
on spice and other drugs,” Jacko said, in a Navy News story 
about the busts and his ship’s campaign to stamp out spice. 
“We ensure that the senior leadership is trained on the signs of 
use and abuse among their sailors. Having a proven and 
effective test now is also a strong deterrent for use.” 

Spice use has been linked to various mental psychosis, 
including paranoia, hearing voices, hallucinations, anxiety and 
depression, according to medical experts, and they suspect 
long-term use of the drug could lead to bigger mental 
disorders. 

The New Orleans is the latest in a string of busts 
involving ship crews this year. 

The frigate Crommelin saw 13 crew members kicked out 
of the Navy earlier this year after an investigation into spice 
use, and 13 sailors with the Norfolk, Va.-based destroyer 
Mahan were punished and kicked out for using spice and other 
illegal drugs. 
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17. War Might Be Making Young Bodies Old 
(USA TODAY 06 SEP 12) ... Gregg Zoroya 

BOSTON – A litany of physical or emotional problems 
spill out as Iraq and Afghanistan veterans make their way, one 
by one, to the 11th floor of a VA hospital in the Jamaica Plain 
neighborhood. 

The tragic signs of post-traumatic stress disorder or 
battlefield concussion are all too evident. Even more alarming 
for researchers is emerging evidence that these newest 
American combat veterans — former GIs and Marines in their 
20s and 30s — appear to be growing old before their time. 
Scientists see early signs of heart disease and diabetes, slowed 
metabolisms and obesity — maladies more common to middle 
age or later. 

"They should have been in the best shape of their lives," 
says William Milberg, a Harvard Medical School professor of 
psychology and project co-director. "The big worry, of course, 
is we're going to be taking care of them until they're in their 
70s. What's going to happen to them in the long run?" 

The research is in its early stages, and scientists with the 
Department of Veterans Affairs are rushing to understand it. If 
what they're seeing is a form of early aging, it seems most 
common to those with both blast-related concussion and 
PTSD— about 30% of the veterans being studied in a long-
term research effort. There is even imaging evidence of 
diminished gray matter in high-functioning areas of the brain, 
changes that shouldn't happen for decades, if at all. 

Scientists say their theory may not be proved until they 
can study these veterans over the next few years, and it 
remains unclear how these findings might impact policies on 
the length and number of combat deployments. 

However, the Army, mindful of the strain, is allowing 
troops more time between combat deployments — something 
possible as the war in Afghanistan winds down — and has 
shortened deployments from a year to nine months. The 
numbers suffering brain injury and PTSD continue to grow. 
The Pentagon says that since 2000, 244,000 servicemembers 
have suffered traumatic brain injuries ranging from mild to 
severe, both in and out of combat. Since the 9/11 attacks, the 
VA has treated about the same number of war-era veterans for 
PTSD. 

"We're looking at people who are going to be having 
cognitive problems much earlier than they should be having 
them," says Regina McGlinchey, a neuropsychologist and 
project co-director. 

Stresses Of Modern Warfare 
A study last month from the Centers for Disease Control 

and Prevention found that veterans ages 25-64 had more than 
twice the rate of diabetes, hypertension, heart disease and 
cancer than non-veterans. 
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Milberg says the people researchers are seeing in Boston 
"really have a lot of things going on at the same time. It's hard 
to know where one problem ends and another starts." 

He and the other scientists say early aging might stem 
from the nature of the Iraq and Afghanistan Wars, where 
troops served long and repeated deployments at an 
unprecedented rate. This meant living under a high state of 
vigilance, managing stress over many months or even beyond 
a year, then doing it all over again and again with each 
subsequent combat tour. 

Like a candle burning twice as bright, but also burning 
twice as fast, the effect of this prolonged stress on the human 
brain and body can wear it down, researchers say. 

"Deployments are punctuated by very serious life-and-
death exposures," says Ann Rasmusson, a psychiatrist and 
neurobiologist, "that when they reach a certain level, change 
the internal chemistry, the physiology of people's bodies." 

A Life In And Out Of War 
Medical technician Marge Ahlquist straps a blood-

pressure cuff around Matt Pierce's left bicep, the one with the 
wrap-around Arabic script tattoo he got after his combat tour 
in 2006. Translated, it reads, "For those I love I sacrifice." 

She notes he is patient No. 245 in the VA study underway 
since 2010. The two chat about how Pierce, who left the 
Marines in December, bears a resemblance to actor Sean 
Astin, the fresh-faced lead in the 1993 football film Rudy. 

Then she frowns. Pierce's blood pressure is 150 over 92, 
well into hypertension range. Pierce sheepishly explains he 
recently ran out of heart medication and hasn't had it refilled. 

"Good Lord," Ahlquist says. "Seriously, I would call them 
(his doctors) and tell them that you were in and that your 
blood pressure was elevated." 

For the next several hours, researchers will take a medical 
history from Pierce and administer a regimen of tests. They 
will learn about how he enlisted in 1999 and did three tours to 
the U.S. Embassy in Kabul as a handler for a bomb-sniffing 
Belgian Malinois, then three more tours as an explosive 
ordinance disposal, or EOD, specialist, disarming roadside 
bombs in Iraq and Afghanistan. 

"I hate to use the word adrenalin junkie, but it's kind of 
what it was; it excited me," he says before the day begins. 
"The thought of — if I made a mistake at all, I could be dead 
— it thrilled me." 

The researchers will learn about the three marriages, his 
5-year-old son from the second relationship and newborn due 
in January. Two marriages failed, he says, because he was 
away at war so much. 

He will be asked to detail each blast he survived that left 
him with a mild traumatic brain injury — the time three 
artillery rounds detonated under his armored vehicle, blowing 
out the engine and leaving him briefly unconscious; and the 
time he was pulling a disarmed improvised explosive device, 
or IED, out of the ground and a secondary booby trap 
detonated, knocking him off his feet. 

"I never remember the sound," he says. 
Then there is that day in 2007 in Iraq. He and a close 

friend, Sgt. Justin Noyes, were on either side of a road moving 
a barbed-wire barrier in preparation for disarming a buried 
bomb when Noyes stepped on another IED no one saw, and 
Pierce saw his friend blown apart. 

He will explain to a psychologist about graduating from 
EOD school in 2004 with Noyes and two other Marines. How 
they grew close. And how Pierce is the only survivor. 

"A lot of bad things happened to really good people," he 
explains later. 

He will talk about the nightmares, vivid images in his 
mind of the carnage he witnessed after suicide bombers 
detonated explosives and dozens of civilians died, many of 
them children he and other Marines rushed in trying to assist. 

"(I'm) waking up screaming, fighting, kicking (at) nothing 
in the dark. It just feels like I'm re-enacting everything that 
happened," he says. 

Finally, he'll say he will return to Afghanistan as a 
civilian contractor, again handling a bomb-sniffing dog — 
both because the money is good, $105,000 a year before 
bonuses and overtime, and because life there makes sense. 

"It's a simpler life over there," he says at the end of the 
day. "All you're really worried about is the welfare of yourself 
and the people around you. And all the little petty things — all 
that Facebook, all that stuff — it doesn't matter. It doesn't 
exist." 

That he is heading back into the war zone with a body that 
— if the scientists' theory is correct — might be aging too 
quickly, leaves Pierce with a sense of resignation. "I have to 
agree," he says. "I have high blood pressure, I hurt all the time, 
and even if I don't like to admit it, I am carrying some extra 
weight." 

For Kendall Pierce, who married her husband last 
December, these signs of aging seem frightening and unfair. 
He has already sacrificed so much, she says, something 
evident any night when she shakes him out of one of his 
terrible dreams. 

"You can see the fear on his face. And, oh my gosh, it's 
just heartbreaking," she says. "He can look at me and realize, 
'OK, I'm at home. I'm with Kendall. I'm OK.' Some nights, 
he'll talk about it. And sometimes, he'll just sit there and 
squeeze me with one of those big bear hugs and not let me 
go." 

Like A Coiled Spring 
The human mind has an amazing capacity to deal with 

fear, scientists say. It produces molecules that can tamp down 
emotional responses — the adrenalin that causes people to 
fight or flee when horror happens. 

But these molecules can become depleted with prolonged 
and repeated exposure to trauma. The unregulated flow of 
adrenalin, combined with damage from traumatic brain injury, 
can lead to emotional responses that trigger too easily or 
become stuck in the "on" position, researcher Rasmusson says. 

The possible result, scientists say: The body ages. 
For Ed Fox, 31, the dead bodies he saw during convoy 

duty and the nightly mortar attacks during his second combat 
tour to Iraq as a National Guard soldier in 2004-05 took their 
toll. 

That tensed-up sense of vigilance, like a coiled spring, 
that carried him through those nights waiting in the silence to 
hear where a mortar round would land didn't go away when he 
came home. 

"No one tells you how to shut it off," Fox says on the 
morning he arrives at the VA hospital to begin his 
examination. "I spent a lot of time dealing with my demons." 
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For Sharee Holmes, 38, who also served with the 
Massachusetts National Guard in Iraq, the theory about aging 
makes sense. 

Diagnosed with anxiety and depression, Holmes says that 
after working at a higher rpm in the war zone, she brought 
irritability and impatience back to the slower rhythms of life at 
home. 

"All those adjustments on your brain, your body — it's a 
lot," she says. 

'Boy, Look At This' 
It was a former soldier, younger than 40, with brain 

lesions that first got a research team member thinking 
something was terribly different about these veterans. 

The veteran came through in the summer of 2010, a few 
months after the program was initiated, suffering from obesity, 
high blood pressure and diabetes. Most striking were the 
magnetic resonance imaging, or MRI, scans that looked more 
like they belonged to someone in their 70s, Harvard researcher 
Milberg recalls. 

"That's when we got alerted that maybe we were going to 
see something like these precursors we associated with old 
age, (but) in a younger population," he recalls. 

And there were the letters they were sending out. Each 
time blood tests came back showing unhealthy readings, a 
letter went out in the mail alerting the veteran: "Your lab 
results are outside of the normal range. Please see your 
physician." 

Suddenly, McGlinchey says, "we were sending out a lot 
of these letters, and it started feeling like, 'Boy, look at this.' " 

The scientists are rushing to publish their findings, not 
even sure what this aging syndrome — if they confirm that is 
the case — should be called. 

"We don't have a name for it," Milberg says. 
His colleague Rasmusson says whatever is happening to 

these young veterans, the hope is to get ahead of the problem. 
"If we can hop on this generation early," Rasmusson says, 

"rather than waiting out 20 years to see them wind up with 
early death and stroke and cardiovascular disease, then we can 
prevent them from having shortened lifespans." 

View Clip (RT: 3:17) 
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18. Chief Of Naval Personnel Visits Tinker Sailors 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 05 SEP 12) ... Chief of Naval Personnel Public Affairs 

WASHINGTON -- The Chief of Naval Personnel Vice 
Adm. Scott R. Van Buskirk visited Tinker Air Force Base, 
Sept. 5, to conduct an all hands calls with Navy leaders and 
Sailors stationed with Strategic Communications Wing One. 

The visit is part of an effort to inform Sailors fleet-wide 
of key personnel policies, including force management 
initiatives, efforts to improve sea duty manning, and 21st 
Century Sailor and Marine programs. 

Nearly 1,200 Sailors are assigned to Strategic 
Communications Wing One at Tinker AFB. The wing 
provides operational control and administrative support for 
Fleet Air Reconnaissance Squadrons Three, Four, Seven and 
various training units. These squadrons enable the President of 
the United States and the Secretary of Defense to directly 
contact submarines, bombers and missile silos protecting 
national security through nuclear deterrence. 

"Our Navy has never been more relevant and in demand. 
As America's Away team, we are meeting our requirements 
globally," said Van Buskirk. "It is not just our Sailors out at 
sea accomplishing this. The jobs our Sailors perform at Tinker 
are very important not only to our Navy but to our national 
security. I know that what we do in D.C., directly affects their 
readiness to perform that mission. 

"In a time of enormous change in the Navy, which 
includes a new budget, a new national defense strategy and 
some of the manning decisions we have had to make in the 
last few years, we need to continue to keep our Sailors 
informed," continued Van Buskirk. "My goal today is to get a 
pulse and a sight picture from our Sailors at Tinker, to hear 
directly what issues are important to them and learn how we 
can best ensure they're ready to meet the mission." 

During the all hands call, Van Buskirk emphasized the 
importance of ensuring the fleet is correctly manned to meet 
the mission, with skilled, experienced Sailors distributed in 
critical billets, both ashore and at sea. 

"Force management is about the right mix of skills and 
experience for the many different jobs the Navy needs Sailors 
in," said Van Buskirk. "Our Sailors must be deployable, 
assignable, and distributable. Getting Navy manpower to the 
right level to man the fleet is not just about getting the overall 
numbers of Sailors in the Navy right - we need Sailors with 
the right experience and right skills in the jobs where we need 
them most." 

According to Van Buskirk, Sailors should take a proactive 
approach with the many voluntary initiatives Navy has in 
place to improve sea duty manning, such as recent changes to 
Career Management System/Interactive Detailing, the Navy's 
detailing system; sea duty incentive pay, and the Voluntary 
Sea Duty program. 

"We want to give Sailors the choice and chance to have a 
say in their careers whenever possible," said Van Buskirk. 
"These voluntary programs allow our Sailors to shape their 
careers, gain additional experience at sea, and potentially 
benefit financially. Our Sailors need to take a look at these 
programs and the available billets, and when they come across 
a job they are a good candidate for, they should consider 
volunteering for it." 

Van Buskirk also emphasized the importance of the Sailor 
readiness and resiliency programs under the 21st Century 
Sailor and Marine initiative, including warrior care, preventing 
the use of synthetic compounds, and sexual assault prevention 
and response. 

"The 21st Century Sailor initiative is important to our 
entire fleet, because it captures all these critical programs 
under one umbrella ensuring top-level attention and priority 
resourcing of the programs," said Van Buskirk. "We ask a lot 
of our Sailors - and this initiative puts Sailor and family 
readiness high on the list so they can continue to meet the 
call." 
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AVIATION: 
19. Pentagon Officials Likely To OK F-35 Test Plan On Friday: Sources 
(REUTERS 05 SEP 12) ... Andrea Shalal-Esa 

WASHINGTON -- Senior Pentagon officials are expected 
on Friday to sign off on a comprehensive plan for testing and 
evaluating Lockheed Martin Corp's F-35 Joint Strike Fighter, 
an important next step for the new stealth warplane, according 
to two sources familiar with the program. 

The test evaluation master plan, already approved by U.S. 
Navy and Air Force officials, maps out a schedule for testing 
that must be completed before the military can start using the 
new radar-evading fighter for military operations, said the 
sources, who were not authorized to speak publicly. 

Senior defense officials who served on the Defense 
Acquisition Board are expected to approve the document at a 
meeting scheduled for Friday, they said. The meeting is not 
intended to address any other significant program milestones. 

Lockheed is developing and building three variants of the 
F-35 for the U.S. Air Force, Navy and Marine Corps, as well 

as eight international partners who are helping to fund the 
plane's development, plus Israel and Japan. 

When the program began in 2001, the U.S. military 
planned to begin using the new fighter this year, but it has 
been delayed by several years to address technical issues and 
reduce the overlap between development and early production. 

Company and military officials said developmental 
testing now underway is going well, but the plane must 
undergo significant operational testing and evaluation before it 
can be certified for use by the U.S. military. 

In a separate development, the Air Force is planning to 
start a 65-day evaluation at Eglin Air Force Base in Florida on 
Monday that will pave the way for the start of pilot training 
for the new jets, the sources said. 

No comment was immediately available from the 
Pentagon's F-35 program office. 
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SUBMARINES: 
20. Navy Expected To Award EB Two Major Contracts For USS Miami Repairs 
(NEW LONDON DAY 05 SEP 12) ... Jennifer McDermott 

GROTON -- The Navy is expected to award Electric Boat 
the two major contracts, totaling about $450 million, to repair 
the USS Miami, severely damaged in a fire last May. 

The Navy will award a planning contract this month to 
support the engineering that will guide the repairs and to 
purchase parts for the Groton-based submarine. The repair 
contract will be awarded in the spring. 

In a recent briefing on the repairs, the Navy told 
congressional staffers that EB will receive both contracts 
because of the extensiveness of the repairs and because of the 
company’s expertise as the manufacturer of the submarine, 
according to a staff member who attended the meeting and 
asked not to be identified. 

The work will be a joint effort between EB and the 
Portsmouth Naval Shipyard, since the submarine is staying at 
the naval shipyard, where the fire occurred, the staffer said. 

The first contract will be about $100 million, followed by 
an award of roughly $335 million in the spring, the person 
said, and EB will have, at its peak, 300 employees working on 
the project. 

“We’d be pleased to support the Navy if we’re awarded 
the contract, and we’re still standing by to see whether or not 
we get it,” Electric Boat spokesman Robert Hamilton said 
Wednesday. 

A spokeswoman for the Naval Sea Systems Command 
said she could not confirm the recipient of the contract until it 
is awarded. 

The Miami (SSN 755) was in a dry dock at the Maine 
shipyard for maintenance and upgrades when it caught fire 
May 23 and burned until the next day. The shipyard worker 
accused of setting the submarine on fire has been charged with 
arson. 

The repairs are much more significant than those 
Portsmouth had planned for the overhaul and involve 
rebuilding sections of the boat, the staffer said. The person 
also said the USS Providence, which was scheduled for 
maintenance at the shipyard, may now go to EB for the work 
since the Miami will remain at the Maine shipyard for longer 
than expected. 

EB built the Miami, a Los Angeles-class submarine, for 
$900 million. It was commissioned at the Naval Submarine 
Base in Groton in 1990 and arrived at the Portsmouth shipyard 
in March for a 20-month overhaul. 

The Navy has said it will fix the submarine by April 30, 
2015, because the Miami still has 10 years remaining in its 
roughly 30-year service life, making it eligible for at least five 
more deployments. 
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ENERGY: 
21. Researchers Look At Adapting Biofuels For Fleet Use 
(NORTH COUNTY (CA) TIMES 05 SEP 12) ... Amanda Stein 

MONTEREY -- Researchers at the Naval Postgraduate 
School are applying their experience in combustion to help the 

Navy meet one of the Secretary of of the Navy's goals for the 
future. 



 20

Secretary of the Navy Ray Mabus announced a number of 
energy initiatives for the Navy in 2009, including a 50 percent 
reduction in petroleum-based fuel consumption in the fleet by 
2020. 

Mechanical and Aerospace Engineering Associate 
Professor Dr. Christopher Brophy and MAE Professor and 
Chairman Dr. Knox Millsaps are working to help the Navy 
understand how alternative fuels will perform in existing gas 
turbine and diesel engines. The goal is to seamlessly transition 
to the biofuel blends without having to change any engine 
components. 

"The Naval Postgraduate School's part in this is really 
helping with certification, to give the Navy confidence 
through fundamental measurements that the fuels look, smell 
and taste the same, so to speak," said Millsaps. "These fuels 
should have the form, fit and function to serve as direct drop-
in replacements. They don't want to modify any of the systems 
to accommodate these fuels. 

"Our research focuses on the fundamental combustion and 
engine-use part of the fuels, and not the production of them," 
said Millsaps. "Once it's in an engine, does it physically spray 
the same as a regular fuel? Does it burn the same? Does it 
have the same emissions characteristics? We have seen that 
biofuels actually tend to burn cleaner. Petroleum-based fuels 
have some contaminants ---- high sulfur, and trace metals like 
vanadium, for example, and gas turbine blades have thermal 
barrier coatings that hate vanadium. These biofuels, since they 
are essentially built from the ground up, don't have as many 
contaminants, and in some sense, they burn a lot cleaner than 
conventional petroleum-based fuels." 

The NPS team is testing the combustion of the 
alternatives to the Navy's current JP-5 and F-76 fuels, 
including algae-based, hydro-reformed diesel and camelina-
based, hydro-reformed jet fuel blends. The 50/50 blends 
would incorporate half of the petroleum-based fuels currently 
being used and half of either the algae or camelina fuels. The 
blending of the fuels will make the transition easier on the 
engines and help the Navy reduce the amount of petroleum-
based fuels needed to run the fleet. 

"We know you can't go 100 percent biofuel because in 
aviation or ground-based systems, existing seals rely on 
particular ingredients found in conventional petroleum fuels 
which causes them to swell and provide proper sealing," said 
Brophy. "If you put them in biofuel, they tend to swell only a 
fraction of what is expected. Liquids contained within the 
engine are kept in by seals around a piston or a shaft, and if 
the seal is not expanding as expected, they leak. This has 
resulted in aircraft returning with significant leaks, so it's a big 
problem." 

"The question was how much biofuel can the engines 
handle, and 50/50 worked," Brophy said. "But can you do 
70/30? We don't really know the demarcation line between 
what fraction of biofuel you can run, but 50/50 is what the 
Navy has selected to date because we know it works." 

One of the challenges with biofuels is that the scarcity of 
the product makes it more expensive than the fuels the Navy 
currently uses. To harvest algae and camelina, a member of 
the mustard family, in quantities large enough to fuel the fleet 
is a challenge, and one that has driven up the cost of 
production for the biofuels. For the three-day Great Green 
Fleet Exercise that took place during the 23rd Rim of the 

Pacific Exercise in July, the Navy purchased 450,000 gallons 
of biofuel to run the blend in two destroyers and several dozen 
planes for two to three days. 

The cost per barrel of the biofuels led to questions on the 
Great Green Fleet exercise at a time when the defense 
department's expenses are being scrutinized. Mabus addressed 
them in the Navy's "Currents" magazine, explaining the 
importance of finding alternatives to fossil fuels. 

"Throughout the Navy's history, we have pioneered the 
way we fueled the fleet," wrote Mabus. "In the 1850s, we 
moved from sail to coal. In the early 20th Century, we left 
coal to transition to oil and we led the way to nuclear power in 
the 1950s. At the time of each energy transformation, there 
were doubters and naysayers who said trading a known source 
of energy for an unknown one was too risky and too costly. 
But the Navy pursued innovation because it improved the 
capability of the fleet and made us better warfighters." 

"The critics were wrong then, and they are wrong today," 
said Mabus. "The U.S. military, time and time again, has led 
in the introduction of new technologies, including the Internet, 
Global Positioning System and flat-screen televisions. In each 
case, we pursued innovation because it strengthened our 
national security and our capability as a military." 

Mabus visited NPS in 2011 to tour the biofuels lab and 
learned about the university's new energy degree program and 
ways that students are helping address the energy challenges 
facing the Navy. Since NPS has become involved in biofuels 
research, the team has had three recent mechanical 
engineering graduates explore the topic in their theses 
research, and three more are currently involved ---- Navy 
Ensign Warren Fischer, Coast Guard Lt. j.g. Adam Paz and 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration Corps Lt. 
j.g. John Petersen. 

Petersen is a part-time student while stationed at the 
nearby Point Pinos Lighthouse. The NOAA Corps, the 
smallest uniformed service in the country, is responsible for 
the operation of research ships and aircraft. Petersen was 
immediately drawn to biofuels as a topic for his thesis 
research, and sees energy independence as an important step 
for energy security. 

"This research will not only greatly benefit the Navy but 
our entire nation," said Petersen. "About 60 percent of the oil 
used in the U.S. is imported. The Navy values energy as a 
strategic resource and it is fundamental for its mission. 
Supplementing our use of conventional fossil fuels with 
renewable fuels will significantly increase our energy 
independence and energy security. In addition to the tactical 
benefits, there are many environmental benefits that renewable 
fuels have over the use of fossil fuels. As an NOAA Corps 
officer, I am proud to be working on a project that will have a 
positive impact, not only on the Navy, but on our nation and 
the global environment overall." 

Paz will be exploring the combustion performance of bio-
derived synthetic fuels in his thesis, and noted that the value of 
biofuels extend beyond the desire for the U.S. to be 
independent of foreign oil. 

"As petroleum becomes less cost effective to refine into 
usable grades of fuel for bulk military, and ultimately 
governmental or even industrial use, the need for alternatives 
will become apparent," said Paz. "It is not just a question of 
'energy independence' for the United States. I think the U.S. 
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will always require resources from non-domestic sources. It is 
whether the world market can be sustained by current known 
reserves. These bio-derived fuels will be a drop-in 

replacement for fossil fuels, allowing us to continue to use the 
same internal-combustion-centric infrastructure currently in 
place until something better is developed." 
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ACQUISITION / CONTRACTS: 
22. New Version Of Pentagon's Better Buying Power Coming 'Shortly' 
(DEFENSE NEWS 05 SEP 12) ... Zachary Fryer-Biggs 

The Pentagon will roll out a new version of its most 
influential acquisition document, Better Buying Power, in the 
near future as the department looks to find new efficiencies, 
said Frank Kendall, U.S. undersecretary of defense for 
acquisition, technology and logistics. 

Speaking at the ComDef 2012 conference in Washington 
Sept. 5, Kendall said the new version will share some of the 
same tenets as the original, which was sent as a memorandum 
to acquisition professionals in September 2010 by Kendall’s 
predecessor, Ashton Carter, but Kendall did not deliver many 
specifics on the new version. 

“I’m going to be rolling out a new version here shortly,” 
he said. “We’ve learned from the experience of the last couple 
of years that some of those things worked very well, some of 
them have not turned out to be all that productive, others have 
been difficult to implement.” 

Better Buying Power has been the mantra for many of the 
Defense Department’s policy shifts in recent years, and is 
considered by experts to be the seminal document driving 
acquisition reform. The reforms were enacted as part of an 
effort to find efficiencies lead by then-Defense Secretary 
Robert Gates. Since its release, the Pentagon announced that it 
was seeking to save $178 billion through efficiencies in its 
2012 budget, and added an additional $60 billion to its target 
in the 2013 budget. 

While describing some of the components of Better 
Buying Power that he continues to support, Kendall noted that 
there will be some changes. 

“We will be rolling something out which will be similar 
but different than the Better Buying Power original version 
two years ago,” he said. 

In his presentation, Kendall emphasized two aspects of 
the original memo that will continue to be priorities: the 
removal of bureaucratic hurdles and increased competition. 

“I think that nothing, nothing, works better than 
competition to drive cost down,” he said. “As long as we have 
competition, we will be better off.” 

Much of Kendall’s speech focused on the upcoming 
automatic budget cuts known as sequestration. He said that the 
Office of Management and Budget would be sending planning 
documentation to Congress in the near future, in compliance 
with the Sequestration Transparency Act signed into law Aug. 
7. While the law requires that a detailed plan be presented, 
Kendall said that this type of planning does not make sense. 

“We haven’t done a detailed plan because, in part, there 
isn’t that much planning to be done,” he said. “The way 
sequestration works, planning is kind of irrelevant. You don’t 
have much choice.” 

He repeated that the cuts would be “singularly stupid,” 
and should be avoided while describing the implementation of 
sequestration as across-the-board reductions of roughly 11 
percent with little flexibility. 

Despite the specter of sequestration, Kendall was careful 
to point out that he does not believe the defense industry is 
facing an overly bleak future. 

It’s not a depression,” he said. “I would make the 
comparison that what we’re going through now is a correction 
more than a depression. What we saw in 1990 or so at the end 
of the Cold War was more like a depression.” 

Referencing the famous 1993 meeting between DoD 
leadership and industry known as the “last supper,” Kendall 
said this time is different. 

“We’re not having another last supper,” he said. 
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CONGRESS / BUDGET: 
23. Defense Department To Hill: Save Us From Budget Ax 
(POLITICO 05 SEP 12) ... Kate Brannen 

Washington’s defense community may be eagerly 
awaiting a report from the White House to detail how it would 
implement across-the-board budget cuts early next year, but 
the Pentagon’s top weapons buyer already can describe how 
they’d work. 

“If you want to know what will happen to your program, 
look at how much money you expect to have in your budget 
next year and cut 11 percent,” said Undersecretary of Defense 
for Acquisition Frank Kendall, calling it “a singularly stupid 
way to take money out of the defense budget.” 

Just the same, the White House Office of Management 
and Budget will likely send its report on the cuts to Congress 
soon, Kendall said Wednesday. It’s in response to a bill 

President Barack Obama signed into law Aug. 7, requiring 
OMB to detail how the administration would handle the 
automatic restrictions known as sequestration. 

Still, the report is not expected to break a yearlong logjam 
between Republicans and Democrats over how to avert the 
Jan. 2 budget restrictions, which were set in motion by last 
year’s battle over raising the debt ceiling. They would reduce 
defense spending growth by $500 billion over the next decade, 
which could translate into an estimated $55 billion in cuts 
starting in the middle of its 2013 fiscal year. 

The threat of sequestration was designed to force 
Republicans and Democrats to compromise on a larger debt 
deal, but so far, that hasn’t worked. Unless Congress can 
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somehow avert the cuts by the end of the year, the reductions 
are set to take effect. Defense hawks, the Pentagon and the 
defense industry all agree the cuts would be devastating. 

Kendall said today’s debate about sequestration 
sometimes misses the point by focusing too much on the 
Pentagon’s planning for it — or lack thereof. 

“The way sequestration works is planning is kind of 
irrelevant,” Kendall said. “You don’t have much choice. There 
is no flexibility in the law.” 

He also reconfirmed that the separate military spending 
bill that covers operations in Afghanistan, known as the 
Overseas Contingency Operations budget, would be included 
in a sequester. 

To avoid putting deployed service members at greater 
risk, the Pentagon could try to redirect funds from within its 

base budget, Kendall said. But for the Army, that could mean 
forgoing funding for training and readiness to support soldiers 
in combat. 

While the Pentagon still hasn’t done a detailed master 
plan for sequestration, it has looked at a couple of sample 
programs to see how it would affect Defense. 

For some programs considered, the cuts are “relatively 
easy to absorb,” Kendall said, but for others, especially 
multiyear contracts, sequestration’s impact becomes more 
significant. 

Having spent the past two-and-a-half years trying to 
improve the way the Pentagon buys weapons and equipment, 
Kendall said he’s worried sequestration will make that work 
irrelevant. 

“We’re counting on Congress to avoid this,” he said. 
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24. Imminent Sequestration Report May Not Provide Minute Detail On DoD Cuts 
(DEFENSE DAILY 06 SEP 12) ... Emelie Rutherford 

The White House is poised to send Congress a report on 
how so-called sequestration budget cuts would be 
implemented, a document the Pentagon’s top weapons buyer 
implied yesterday will not include minute levels of detail. 

Congressional aides said today is the deadline for 
President Barack Obama to send Congress an explanation of 
how $1.2 trillion in defense and non-defense “sequestration” 
reductions would be applied if lawmakers can’t agree on a 
plan to stop the decade-long cuts from starting next year. The 
politically unpopular cuts, of $500 billion to the Pentagon, are 
intended to trim the same percentage from every applicable 
defense program, project, and activity. The imminent Office of 
Management and Budget (OMB) report is required by the 
Sequestration Transparency Act of 2012, which Obama signed 
into law last month. 

Under Secretary of Defense for Acquisition, Technology 
and Logistics Frank Kendall said at a Washington conference 
yesterday that not much planning can be done for the 
sequestration cuts, which he estimates would indiscriminately 
slice 11 percent off of each applicable part of the Pentagon 
budget. Some defense funding, including military personnel, is 
exempt from sequestration. 

“The way sequestration works is (that under it) planning 
is kind of irrelevant,” Kendall told the ComDef 2012 
conference at the National Press Club. “You don’t have much 
choice. There’s no flexibility in the law.” 

He said if the sequestration cuts kick in officials would 
look at 2,500 lines in the defense budget and “go cut each of 
them the same.” 

“That’s the plan,” he said. “It’s 2,500 lines, take about 11 
percent out of each one.” 

Kendall said his message to people who work on weapons 
programs is: “If you want to know what will happen to your 
program, go look at how much money you expect to have in 
your budget next year, deduct 11 percent.” 

The sequestration cuts were triggered by the Budget 
Control Act of 2011, which said if a bipartisan "super 
committee" of lawmakers couldn’t agree on a plan to cut the 
federal deficit by $1.2 trillion then the politically unpopular 
reductions would start next January. The committee failed and 
congressional Democrats and Republicans now are fighting 

over an alternative plan to prevent the sequestration cuts from 
actually starting. 

Kendall said while the Budget Control Act is “very 
simple,” an older law from 1985 that first established the 
sequestration process is “very complicated.” “And so we’ve 
trying to figure out what it implies,” Kendall said about the 
older Gramm-Rudman-Hollings Act. 

Those implications, he said, include that war funding--in 
the so-called Overseas Contingency Funding budget--as well 
as current-year unobligated funding would be included in the 
sequestration cuts. And all fiscal year 2013 funding would be 
cut, even though the sequestration wouldn’t kick in until 
January, three months after the fiscal year starts. 

“So even if you put money on contract in (FY) ’13...we 
have to go back and figure out a way to get a net of about 11 
percent out of those lines as well,” he said. 

Republican lawmakers and defense-industry advocates 
have been lambasting the White House and Pentagon for not 
releasing a detailed report on how the sequestration cuts would 
be implemented. Obama and Defense Secretary Leon Panetta 
both oppose sequestration and have called on Congress to 
agree on an alternate budget-cutting plan. 

“We haven’t done a detailed plan...in part because there’s 
not all that much planning to be done,” Kendall said 
yesterday. 

Still, he said Pentagon officials “have looked at a few 
samples of programs and different areas” of the defense 
budget, and found the impact of sequestration “varies from 
being relatively easy to absorb, where you’re essentially doing 
a level of effort that’s a little bit lower, to something that’s 
fairly significant in its impact on contracts like multiyear 
(deals), for example, that are already in place.” 

He added: “So if we get to the point where we have to do 
that in more detail we will, (but) we’re counting on Congress 
to avoid this.” 

Kendall vented that the sequestration process “doesn’t 
allow us to prioritize.” 

“It doesn’t allow us to find the things that are least 
important to us,” he said. “It doesn’t allow us to avoid some of 
the damage that will be done by this kind of a mechanism.” 
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OUTREACH: 
25. Hundreds Tour Military Ships In Rare Detroit Visit 
(DETROIT NEWS 05 SEP 12) ... Tom Greenwood and Tony Briscoe 

Detroit — Thousands of landlubbers got a chance to 
stretch their sea legs Wednesday aboard four military ships 
visiting downtown's riverfront to mark the War of 1812 
bicentennial. 

The vessels are the Navy ships USS De Wert and 
Hurricane, U.S. Coast Guard ship Katmai Bay and the brig 
Niagara, an exact reconstruction of the original 1813 wooden-
hulled, two-masted ship that served Commodore Oliver 
Hazard Perry during the Battle of Lake Erie two centuries ago. 

On the Windsor side of the Detroit River, the Canadian 
ship HMCS Ville De Quebec also can be toured . 

By noon Wednesday, at least 500 people were lined up to 
take a free tour of the 198-foot-long, 32-feet-wide, 311-ton, 
two-masted brig. 

"Are you ready to see the ship?" shouted Chief Mate Billy 
Sabatini to the crowd as he opened the gangplank. 

"It's been 10 years since the last time the ship has been to 
Detroit," said Sabatini, second in command of the vessel, 
which has a crew of 21. 

"We didn't know what to expect, so it's very gratifying to 
see this many people interested in touring the ship, especially 
on a Wednesday." 

Berthed in Erie, Pa., the Niagara serves as a sailing school 
vessel from May until late September. 

It sails only on the Great Lakes and visits ports from 
Chicago to Buffalo, and from Cleveland to Duluth. 

On Wednesday, dozens queued up to tour the Katmai 
Bay, the first of the Bay Class icebreakers. 

Based in Sault Ste. Marie, the 140-foot-long vessel with 
its five-eighths-inch thick ice belt can ram through 30 inches 
of solid ice at a continuous speed. 

"It's not actually the force, it's the weight of the ship that 
breaks the ice," Coast Guard Executive Officer Tony Burley 
said. 

"We'll ride the front on top of the ice until it breaks 
through." 

According to Burley, this is the first Detroit Navy Week 
in which he has participated. 

"And the turnout for the first day has been great," he said. 
"In Cleveland, we did almost 3,000 tours. It's really nice 

to show off the boat and show people what we do." 
Sterling Heights resident Russ Drace walked the 

riverfront to see the variety of ships docked between the 
Renaissance Center and Port Authority. 

"I really enjoy it, being somewhat of a Sailor myself," 
Drace said while gazing at the Niagara. "This one is a lot 
bigger than my boat." 

Detroiter Willie White also marveled at the nearly six 
miles of rigging that spider-webs the Niagara. 

"With all the ropes it must have been a lot of work to steer 
a ship back then," said White, 85. 

"I wouldn't know which one to pull. It's great to see what 
they worked with back then and what they have now." 

On the Niagara, visitors received a stem to stern tour of 
the ship, giving them a glimpse into what life was like for 
Sailors 200 years ago. 

Stupefied by the incredibly cramped crew quarters, 
visitors had to stoop to avoid cracking their heads into the 4-
foot overhead (ceiling). 

"Our crew actually sleeps here in hammocks," said 
Sabatini, pointing to hooks where the hammocks were slung. 
"The crew quarters also doubles as the mess where everyone 
eats." 

Auburn Hills residents Kenneth Osbern and Cynthia 
Young loved the tour but wouldn't have loved the life of a 
Sailor in 1812. 

"It really shows you what things were like back then," 
Osbern said. "The berthing area is so cramped; you really get 
to know your shipmates." 

The Niagara carries four 32-pound black iron carronades 
which the ship fires "all the time." 

"We only shoot blanks," Sabatini said. "But they are 
actual working weapons." 

The four ships will be berthed through Monday, spread 
out in an area roughly between Hart Plaza and the Renaissance 
Center. 

Sabatini has big plans once the tour ends at 1900 hours: 
"I'm taking in a Tigers game," Sabatini said. 

"Back in Erie our only team is the Erie Sea Wolves, 
which is Double A affiliate of the Tigers, plus I can't wait to 
see Comerica Park for the first time." 

View Clip (RT: 1:34) 
Admiral Sinclair Harris Talks About Navy Week In 

Detroit 
(WJBK FOX DETROIT 05 SEP 12) 
Ships of the U.S. Navy, U.S. Coast Guard, and Royal 

Canadian Navy are scheduled to visit Detroit as part of the 
Navy's Commemoration of the Bicentennial of the War of 
1812 and Navy Week, now through Sept. 10. 

View Clip (RT: 4:40) 
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26. Navy Band Comes To Missoula 
(KTMF ABC MISSOULA (MT) 05 SEP 12) ... Ashley Sanchez 

MISSOULA - Students at Missoula's Sentinel High 
School got a special lesson in rock n' roll on Wednesday. 
Their teachers were none other than members of the U.S. 
Navy. 

Navy Band Northwest is in town from Washington for the 
week, talking to students about how they can have careers in 
music. 

Navy Band Rank One musician, Ted Moore, said he has 
always had a passion for music. 



 24

Moore said, "At heart, I'm a musician, and I just love to 
play for people and show them a good time." 

Since Moore joined the U.S. Armed Forces, he says he's 
done just that -- traveled with the Navy Band to 50 cities 
around the U.S. to play for people who don't see a big Navy 
presence in their hometown. It's all with the goal of spreading 
a message. 

"If you have a passion in life," said Moore. "Whether it's 
music or mathematics, the Navy can be apart of you're 
exploring that." 

Lead vocalist of the "popular" band, Sarah Reasner, 
joined more than six years ago. 

Reasner said, "I had never heard of the band until I 
auditioned." 

She said, like many children, she wasn't familiar with the 
Navy Band, so she is thrilled to share her experience with 
students at schools. 

"Students always have a lot of questions," Reasner added. 
"It's always fun anticipating what they're going to ask." 

The musicians play a variety of music, but they say rock 
is their main genre. And, students participating in 
Wednesday's lesson, weren't complaining. They got to hear the 
band play music from popular artists, like Adele, and old 
school music, like Johnny Cash. Sentinel Band Director, Gary 
Gillett, said the kids can relate to the music. 

"It's great for my kids to see professionals in their field," 
said Gillett, "This band plays a genre close to them." 

Moore and company will play for the whole school 
Thursday and then at Hellgate High School later this week. 

"It's just exciting because that's how we all started," said 
Moore. "It's great to be apart of it. You can see it in their faces 
and just the energy coming from them." 

The popular band is just one of 35 that play for the U.S. 
Navy. They head back to Washington state next week. In 
addition to playing at schools around Missoula, the band will 
also play at the Osprey game on Thursday. 

View Clip (RT: 1:35 
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BOOKS: 
27. SEAL Charity Refuses Donations Generated By Book 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 06 SEP 12) ... Mike Hixenbaugh 

VIRGINIA BEACH -- The former Navy SEAL who co-
authored a controversial first-person book about the raid to kill 
Osama bin Laden promised to donate most of his earnings to 
charity. But at least one nonprofit wants nothing to do with it. 

The Navy SEAL Foundation says it will not accept any 
donations generated by the memoir, “No Easy Day,” which 
the Pentagon says likely contains classified information that 
could put military personnel at risk. 

The book quickly climbed to the top of bestseller lists 
after it hit shelves Tuesday. 

In a statement posted on its website Wednesday 
afternoon, the Navy SEAL Foundation said it “is committed to 
providing immediate and ongoing support and assistance to 
the Naval Special Warfare community and their families. With 
this principled mission in mind, the Foundation will not be 
accepting any donations that are generated from the book or 
any related activities.” 

The Virginia Beach-based charity took in more than $6.5 
million in 2010, according to tax filings, and reported a surge 
of donations in 2011 following the bin Laden mission. Jim 
Smith, the foundation’s executive director, did not respond to 
phone calls seeking comment Wednesday evening. 

The Department of Defense has threatened legal action 
against ex-SEAL Matt Bissonnette, who, with the help of a 
journalist co-author, penned the book under the pseudonym 
Mark Owen. A Pentagon spokesman said Tuesday that the 
book included sensitive information and that its release was “a 
material breach of nondisclosure agreements.” 

The book offers up a blow-by-blow account of the raid in 
Abbottabad and the events leading up to it. Bissonnette, 36, 
was among the commandos in the room when bin Laden was 
killed and describes the scene in gritty detail. 

After a point man shot the al-Qaeda leader in the head, 
Bissonnette and another SEAL trained assault rifles on him 
and fired a few rounds into his chest. “The bullets tore into 
him, slamming his body into the floor until he was 
motionless,” he wrote. 

The book’s release has generated mixed reactions within 
the close-knit and highly secretive SEAL community, which 
was thrust into the spotlight following the bin Laden mission. 

The Navy SEAL Foundation is among a few groups 
identified in the book as charities that Bissonnette supports. 
No other groups have stated plans to reject donations. 

Christina Valentine, director of the Beach-based All in 
All of the Time Foundation, another SEAL charity listed in the 
book, said her board hasn't yet decided how to proceed and 
will meet later this week. 

Valentine started the fund after her SEAL husband, 
Senior Chief Petty Officer Thomas Valentine, died in a 
parachuting accident in 2008. Valentine has been out of the 
country and hasn’t had a chance to read the book, she said. 

“I need to sit here and really mull it over,” she said. “I 
don’t want to judge anybody or make an uninformed 
comment. I wonder how many people out there haven’t read 
the book and are making a statement?” 
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COMMENTARY: 
28. Afghanistan Redux In Syria? 
Syria’s Eerie Parallel To 1980s Afghanistan 
(WASHINGTON POST 06 SEP 12) ... David Ignatius 

The United States and its allies are moving in Syria 
toward a program of covert support for the rebels that, for 
better or worse, looks very much like what America and its 
friends did in Afghanistan in the 1980s. 

The parallels are spooky. In Syria, as in Afghanistan, CIA 
officers are operating at the borders (in this case, mostly in 
Jordan and Turkey), helping Sunni insurgents improve their 
command and control and engaging in other activities. 
Weapons are coming from third parties (in Afghanistan, they 
came mostly from China and Egypt; in Syria, they’re mainly 
bought on the black market). And finally, a major financier for 
both insurgencies has been Saudi Arabia. 

There’s even a colorful figure who links the two 
campaigns: Prince Bandar bin Sultan, who as Saudi 
ambassador to Washington in the 1980s worked to finance and 
support the CIA in Afghanistan and who now, as chief of 
Saudi intelligence, is encouraging operations in Syria. 

What does this historical comparison suggest? On the 
positive side, the Afghan mujahedeen won their war and 
eventually ousted the Russian-backed government. (Yes, 
that’s another eerie parallel.) On the negative, this CIA-backed 
victory opened the way for decades of chaos and jihadist 
extremism that are still menacing Afghanistan, its neighbors 
and even the United States. 

The Obama administration, to its credit, recognizes the 
dangers ahead. That’s one reason Obama’s approach to this 
war has been cautious and, according to critics, half-hearted 
and ineffective. Because the way forward is so uncertain, the 
administration has been taking baby steps. But it’s the nature 
of these wars that a little involvement leads to more, and still 
more. 

What does history teach us about such interventions that 
may be useful in the Syrian case? Here are several points to 
keep in mind as the covert war against Syrian President 
Bashar al-Assad ripens: 

 The United States should be wary of supporting a 
Saudi strategy that inevitably is self-interested. The 
Saudis understandably would prefer that Sunnis who 
oppose autocratic rule should wage their fight far 
from the kingdom; Damascus is a far safer venue 
than Riyadh. 

 The United States should be cautious about 
embracing the Sunni-vs.-Shiite dynamic of the Syrian 
war. Rage against Shiites and their Iranian patrons 

has been a useful prop for the United States and 
Israel in mobilizing Sunni opposition against Assad, 
who as an Alawite is seen as part of the Shiite 
crescent. But this is a poisonous and potentially 
ruinous sectarian battle, the kind that nearly 
destroyed Iraq and Lebanon and is now plunging 
Syria into the inferno. The Saudis want to fight 
Shiites, yes, and further from home than in Bahrain, 
or in Qatif in the kingdom’s eastern province. The 
United States should not endorse the sectarian 
element of this conflict. 

 The United States should work hard (if secretly) to 
help the more sensible elements of the Syrian 
opposition and to limit the influence of extremists. 
This policy was ignored in Afghanistan, where the 
United States allowed Pakistan (aided by Saudi 
money) to back the fighters it liked — who turned 
out to be among the most extreme and dangerous. 
America is still trying to undo the mess caused by 
that exercise in realpolitik. Don’t do it again. 

 Finally, the United States should subtly play the tribal 
card, which may be as crucial in Syria as it was in 
Iraq. The leaders of many Syrian tribes have sworn a 
blood oath of vengeance against Assad, and their 
power is one reason the engine of this insurgency is 
rural, conservative and Sunni. But Iraq showed that 
the tribal leaders can be the best bulwark against the 
growth of al-Qaeda and other extremists. 

What’s scary about Syria is that al-Qaeda is already 
fighting there, in the hundreds. Cells in Mosul and other parts 
of northern Iraq are sending fighters across the Syria-Iraq 
border, with the jihadist pipeline now operating in reverse. 
Arab intelligence sources tell me that the Syrian opposition is 
laudably battling al-Qaeda’s influence: The opposition killed 
an al-Qaeda fighter named Walid Boustani, who tried to 
declare an “emirate” in a town near the Lebanese border; they 
also demolished a cell that raised al-Qaeda’s black flag near 
Bab al-Salameh, along the Turkish border. Sunni opposition 
fighters aren’t necessarily al-Qaeda fanatics, in other words. 

The rebels fighting Assad deserve limited U.S. support, 
just as the anti-Soviet mujahedeen did. But be careful: This 
way lies chaos and extremism that can take a generation to 
undo if the United States and its allies aren’t prudent. 
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29. Mutual Mistrust 
Squabbling Asian nations pose a threat to U.S.-led security efforts. 
(LOS ANGELES TIMES 06 SEP 12) ... John R. Deni 

Recent disputes among some of the United States' closest 
Asian allies over largely uninhabited islands in the Sea of 
Japan, the East China Sea and the South China Sea underscore 
the challenges facing Washington in moving beyond the 
classic hub-and-spoke structure of its security system in the 
Western Pacific and in crafting a more collective approach. 

For some time -- and as most recently reiterated in the 2010 
National Security Strategy, the 2010 Quadrennial Defense 
Review report and the 2011 National Military Strategy -- the 
United States has sought to "multilateralize" its security 
relationships in the Pacific, similar to what exists in its ties to 
Europe. 
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American and Western European leaders have crafted a 
security architecture that relies on collective action. Decades 
before the phrase "pooling and sharing" came into vogue, the 
allies of the North Atlantic region pooled their security in the 
1949 treaty that created NATO and shared, if somewhat 
unequally, the burdens and risks of defending against common 
security threats. 

However, Washington has long proved unable to coerce 
or cajole its Pacific allies into a similar round-table or 
multilateral approach. Therefore, the United States adopted a 
hub-and-spoke system, with Washington at the center, 
connected by bilateral "spokes" to its key allies in the Pacific 
theater, such as Japan, Thailand, South Korea, the Philippines 
and Australia. 

Unfortunately, efforts to move beyond this type of 
security structure in the Asia-Pacific region appear destined to 
fail, at least in the short run. Whether it's Taiwan versus the 
Philippines (and China, Vietnam, Malaysia and Brunei) in the 
South China Sea, Japan versus Taiwan (and China) in the East 
China Sea or South Korea versus Japan in the Sea of Japan, 
many of Washington's key allies here have little interest in 
cooperating more closely on security issues. 

If there is one thing America's Pacific allies do share, 
though, it's a collective anxiety over China's rise, and 
specifically over Beijing's increasingly overt ability and 
willingness to translate its economic power into political 
muscle. These factors have yet to compel in a resounding 
manner the kind of cooperation that spurred France and 
Germany to overcome decades, if not centuries, of mutual 
mistrust and resentment in the aftermath of World War II. 

The prospect of key Pacific allies quarreling among 
themselves instead of collectively focusing on their common 
security challenges places the United States in a no-win 
situation. Washington may be able, through a kind of 
neutrality, to avoid getting dragged into such disputes, but this 
won't necessarily prevent those allies from clashing with each 
other. If the United States is drawn in on one side or the other, 
it risks seeing one of its allies -- namely, the loser -- 
unnecessarily weakened politically, militarily and/or 

economically, an unhelpful outcome in this era of American 
defense austerity at home and China's rising influence in Asia. 

Indeed, the way ahead for the United States -- and the best 
path by which to avoid the aforementioned risks -- is unclear, 
in part because of the differing nature of the conflicts outlined 
above. 

In those cases in which disputes have more to do with 
national pride and the weight of history, the United States has 
proved it has limited ability to prevent regional leaders from 
exploiting such disputes to stir nationalist sentiment for 
political advantage, at least as evidenced in the Western 
Balkans during the 1990s. During that decade, several political 
leaders in Serbia, Croatia and elsewhere who otherwise had 
limited domestic support exploited historical disputes that had 
largely faded from contemporary memory to gain or retain 
power. This ultimately and tragically resulted in multiple 
armed conflicts and tens of thousands of deaths. 

Where Washington might find greater success in staving 
off such disasters is in exercising adroit diplomacy, and in 
playing the role of trusted arbiter in those conflicts among its 
Asia-Pacific allies that include economic or resource issues. 
Although such disputes might seem more intractable, since 
there appears to be more at stake, each of the disputants 
actually has a greater incentive to engage in give-and-take 
negotiation over potential economic benefits. Otherwise, the 
alternative to a negotiated settlement is to fight and potentially 
lose out on any potential gains -- hence, better to get 
something rather than nothing. 

Regardless of whether Washington can succeed in making 
this case with and defusing conflicts among its closest Pacific 
allies, the hub-and-spoke security system appears destined to 
stick around for the foreseeable future. Greater collaboration 
among America's allies in the Asia-Pacific theater is unlikely 
any time soon. 

John R. Deni, a former advisor to the U.S. Army in 
Europe, is a research professor of joint, interagency, 
intergovernmental and multinational security studies at the 
Strategic Studies Institute. 
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30. Discord In Asia 
(SOUTH CHINA MORNING POST (HONG KONG) 06 SEP 12) ... Andrew Leung 

For decades, the South China Sea has enjoyed relative 
calm, despite occasional territorial disputes. This has so far 
depended on a predominant U.S. military umbrella under 
which regional states thrive in a China-centric global 
production-and-supply chain. This stability has now been 
disturbed on several fronts. 

First, China views the South China Sea as assuming ever-
increasing strategic weight. China has long-standing historical 
territorial claims over certain islets and atolls and a 
consequential large swathe of the South China Sea, 
demarcated by the controversial U-shaped "nine-dashed lines". 
Situated in these waters are sea lanes vital for economic 
survival, as well as huge potential energy reserves. China's 
rival territorial claimants have now become more assertive 
with their claims, resulting in recent high-sea stand-offs. 

Over the years, China has been building harmonious 
relations around and beyond its periphery. It signed the Treaty 
of Amity and Co-operation of the Association of Southeast 

Asian Nations in 2003. With the launch of the Asean-China 
Free Trade Area, the "Asean way", based on consensus and 
equality, has been gaining traction. But this mutually 
beneficial harmony is now showing signs of strain. 

Second, there is growing U.S.-China military rivalry. 
China is starting to build a blue-water navy with the 
commissioning of a first aircraft carrier. U.S. strategists are 
also becoming alarmed by China's advances in mobile 
"aircraft-carrier killer" missiles and in cyber-warfare and 
space technologies, among others. 

To counter China, the U.S. military is reported to be 
planning a major expansion of radar missile defences in Asia. 
Concurrently, the Communist Party-run Global Times 
reported that China was developing a long-range, nuclear-
capable, multiple-warhead ballistic missile that could 
potentially overcome U.S. anti-missile defences. 

Third, there is a looming split in the U.S.-China symbiotic 
economic relationship. America is now feeling the pain of 



 27

outsourcing jobs to China. It is alarmed by excessive debt-
driven consumption financed by China's largesse in American 
treasuries. On its part, China is wary of over-reliance on 
exports and the folly of tying up too much savings in a "U.S. 
dollar trap". Moreover, a prevailing "China threat" has 
resulted in unease and mistrust, if not paranoia. 

These regional fault lines therefore call for a rethink for a 
more sustainable Asian order. 

It must first be appreciated that with daunting domestic 
challenges, China needs a stable and peaceful international 
environment to progress. Following Deng Xiaoping's advice, 
China would be loath to seek leadership before becoming fully 
developed. Moreover, as China's economic welfare and 
national security continue to depend on integration with the 
world order, it is in China's interests to behave as a responsive 
great power. 

China has therefore been operating within, and stands to 
benefit from, a stable regional order largely underwritten by 
the U.S. While a rising China can no longer unreservedly 
accept America's dominance, it would not be in China's best 
interest to dislodge the U.S. from the Asian region, even if 
China were able to do so. Seen in this light, China's rise in 
Asia need not be at America's expense. 

Additionally, in an interconnected and interdependent 
world, America's capacity to lead has become more 
constrained, according to the U.S. National Intelligence 
Council. To tackle global challenges and to maintain world 
order, America needs to work closely with a host of state and 
non-state actors as well as allies and non-allies, including a 
rising China. Instead of checking China's "peaceful rise", 
therefore, America should strategically capitalise on it to 
achieve sustainable regional stability. 

Moreover, none of China's neighbours, including Japan, 
wants to join an overt anti-China military bloc, as all depend 
on China for their economic growth. 

Against this background, ideas for a more stable Asian 
order are being offered by a number of prominent strategi sts. 
Drawing on his thought-provoking book The China Choice, 
Professor Hugh White floats the idea of an Asian "concert of 
powers" to avoid a possible deadly strategic rivalry. America 

is to partner and share regional power with China as an equal, 
accommodating or balancing China's core regional interests, 
along with those of India and Japan. Although White's 
approach may work, the challenge is how this can be achieved 
without compromising the interests of America's key regional 
allies. 

Zbigniew Brzezinski, a doyen in American foreign policy, 
advances a global American grand strategy, comprising a 
"Larger West" by drawing Russia and Turkey into an enlarged 
European Union , and a "Complex East", where the U.S. 
would act as "regional balancer", similar to the role played by 
Britain in intra-European politics before the early 20th 
century. 

A linchpin of Brzezinski's eastern component is a "U.S.-
Japan-China co-operative triangle" to be nurtured through 
reconciliation between China and Japan, similar to that 
between Germany and France after the second world war. To 
accommodate China's core regional interests, Brzezinski 
suggests early resolution of the main sticking points in U.S.-
China relations, particularly the Taiwan issue. He doubts 
Taiwan can indefinitely avoid the evolution of a more formal 
connection with the mainland, perhaps under a "one country, 
several systems" formula, subject to exclusion of any People's 
Liberation Army deployment on the island. China's re-
emergence as a world power marks another turning point in 
the tide of history. A classic drama of power transition is 
playing out. The fracturing of the Asian order is a clear 
manifestation. A purely military strategy is fraught with 
uncontrollable risks that may escalate into war. Managing and 
accommodating China's rise without sacrificing American 
interests takes strategic insight and bold thinking in the 
broadest context. 

While actual developments and events are unlikely to fit 
neatly into any recipe, deeper understanding and debate of the 
dynamics at work may help in better managing a more 
sustainable Asian order, underpinned by an evolving U.S.-
China relationship, the most important of bilateral relations in 
the 21st century. 

Andrew K. P. Leung is an international and independent 
China specialist, based in Hong Kong. 
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31. Bridging Conflict With Diplomacy 
(SOUTH CHINA MORNING POST (HONG KONG) 06 SEP 12) ... Editorial 

American Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton's 
meetings in Beijing with President Hu Jintao, Premier Wen 
Jiabao and Foreign Minister Yang Jiechi should not have been 
expected to go smoothly. The U.S. and China are locked in a 
war of words over territorial disputes in the East and South 
China seas. The Obama administration's rebalancing strategy 
towards Asia has irked Chinese leaders. And U.S. pressure to 
support UN action over Syria and Iran has been roundly 
ignored. Republican party presidential hopeful Mitt Romney 
has caused anger by pledging to declare China a "currency 
manipulator" if elected. That the talks were cordial and 
positive bears testament to the strength of the relationship. 

These are no ordinary times. China's political 
powerbrokers are in the final throes of choosing the country's 
leadership for the next decade and presidential elections held 
every four years take place in the U.S. in two months. Coming 
amid tensions over islands contested by countries with firm 

alliances to the U.S., nationalist rhetoric on all sides has been 
fiery. U.S. President Barack Obama has been accused by his 
opponents of being soft on foreign policy, particularly towards 
China; the South China Sea was, therefore, unsurprisingly 
high on Clinton's agenda during talks with Yang. 

She wanted - and got - Beijing's assurance that it would 
work on a code of conduct with Southeast Asian neighbours to 
manage the territorial disputes. A draft text has been prepared 
for the East Asian Summit in Phnom Penh in mid-November 
and Clinton expressed hope that it could be approved then. 
That would be good after the annual meeting of Association of 
Southeast Asian nations' foreign ministers failed in July to 
find common ground. But it would be overly optimistic given 
the complexities to believe consensus could be quickly 
reached. 

China is suspicious of U.S. intentions - Wen made that 
clear, saying he had worries. Clinton tried to calm concerns by 
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contending that the U.S. is interested not in containment, but 
in protecting trade and the mobility of its navy. Trust is built 
on actions, not just words, and greater assurances will be 
needed before doubts can be put aside. But the conciliatory 
tone of the talks proved how mature ties have grown. 

It is in the interests of China and the U.S. that their 
relationship is stable and friendly. Both will benefit, as will 
the region and the world. Big differences remain, but these can 
be bridged as long as talks on equal terms continue. 
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32. A Reality Show Stars The SEALs 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 06 SEP 12) ... Editorial 

Everything, it seems, is fodder for the marketplace. Have 
an affair with your brother's wife? TV has a place for you. 
Give birth to 14 children? A reality show is in your future. 

Kill the mastermind of the 2001 terrorist attacks on 
America? There's a best-seller to be written, millions to be 
made. Even if, as a member of the elite Navy SEALs, you 
signed agreements to keep classified information secret and to 
submit manuscripts to the Pentagon for review before 
publication. 

"No Easy Day: The Autobiography of a Navy SEAL," 
released Monday, is already sold out around the country. But 
it has landed its author in trouble with the Department of 
Defense, which could prosecute him under the Espionage Act. 

The author, writing under the pseudonym Mark Owen, 
has been identified as Matt Bissonnette. He writes that he was 
in the room when a fellow commando shot Osama bin Laden 
in the head. Unlike the official version of the covert operation, 
bin Laden, he said, made no effort to defend himself. 

According to the book, the author fired shots into the al-
Qaida leader's chest to ensure he was dead, then positioned his 
head to get the best angle for a photograph. On the crowded 
helicopter ride back to Afghanistan, a SEAL sat on the body 
because there was nowhere else to sit. 

The Pentagon says that publishing such details is "in 
material breach of nondisclosure agreements (Bissonnette) 
signed with the U.S. government" by revealing sensitive and 
classified information. The book, at the very least, places a 
target on the backs of the SEALs in the raid. 

Rear Adm. Sean Pybus, head of Naval Special Warfare 
Command, noted as much. Selling details of SEAL training 
and operations put the SEALs and their families at risk, he 
said. "For an elite force that should be humble and disciplined 

for life, we are certainly not appearing to be so," Pybus wrote 
to the roughly 8,000 troops under his command. 

That came after the Bissonnette book, after a rejoinder 
written by other SEALs, after a swift-boat-style takedown of 
Obama by a group of retired military folks who dislike 
Democrats. It came after a movie starring real SEALs and 
before a movie about the bin Laden death. All of it in some 
way designed to reduce the killing of the 9/11 mastermind into 
another point on a political scoreboard. 

The charges against Bissonnette, should they come, will 
be because the SEAL, who is supposed to protect secrets, 
instead disclosed them. There's precedent. 

As The New York Times reported, a federal court 
recently affirmed the government's authority to enforce a non-
disclosure agreement in the case of a former CIA officer who 
published his manuscript without review. 

Political opponents have argued that President Barack 
Obama also divulged classified information about the bin 
Laden killing and provided assistance for a movie about the 
raid for political gain. The Department of Defense says no 
classified information was revealed, that the military often has 
cooperated with Hollywood in moviemaking. 

As Obama noted on the night of bin Laden's death, 
"Tonight, we give thanks to the countless intelligence and 
counterterrorism professionals who've worked tirelessly to 
achieve this outcome. The American people do not see their 
work, nor know their names. But tonight, they feel the 
satisfaction of their work and the result of their pursuit of 
justice. 

"We give thanks for the men who carried out this 
operation, for they exemplify the professionalism, patriotism, 
and unparalleled courage of those who serve our country." 
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33. More Than A Facebook Page 
Forming A New, Internal Social Media Strategy for the U.S. Navy 
(U.S. NAVAL INSTITUTE BLOG 05 SEP 12) ... Lt. JD Kristenson 

The way the Navy implements policy has remained 
largely unchanged in 237 years. The Navy identifies a need, 
prepares a response, and mandates it from above. This top-
down approach cannot work in social media—or any field that 
is highly technical and rapidly changing. The trajectory of 
social media development in the Navy has consisted of three 
largely indistinct phases: hesitant adoption, hasty 
implementation, and halting stagnation.  What is needed now 
is a transition to a more open system aimed at lowering 
internal barriers to communication. 

Social media use highly accessible and scalable 
publishing techniques to achieve social interaction. A 
McKinsey Consulting report recently estimated that “things 
like improved communication and collaboration from social 
media in four major business sectors could add $900 billion to 

$1.3 trillion in value to the economy.” This value is mostly 
added through increased productivity. There are enormous 
gains to be had through connection and collaboration within 
the Navy. 

The Navy and Marine Corps are two massive 
organizations and it takes considerable time to learn how to 
navigate within them successfully. Internal tools to break 
down communication obstacles are required. When a Marine 
2nd Lieutenant learns that the canteens for her troops are 
leaking due to poor design, she should be able to quickly and 
easily reach the contractor to provide feedback. When the 
Navy decides to form a new staff to engage with Pakistan, a 
heritage Urdu speaker should be able to volunteer to 
contribute, even if he happens to be a Machinist Mate. As it is 



 29

now, an enormous amount of human capital remains untapped 
because the right connections are not being made. 

Ad hoc expansion into this field has taken us down the 
wrong path. As individual units sought to have a presence on 
the Internet, they tasked motivated and tech-savvy Sailors to 
create their web pages. The Department of the Navy 
(understandably) sought to standardize the appearance and 
content of these sites and placed them under the larger 
umbrella of the official navy.mil domain. This has resulted in 
web sites that contain outdated content and communicate very 
little to the public. Quite often they feature nothing more than 
chain-of-command biographies, boilerplate information, and 
the Sailor’s Creed without so much as a phone number for the 
quarterdeck of the ship. The tag line “This site has been 
approved for release by the Commanding Officer” at the 
bottom of the home page is also a disincentive for the site to 
contain dynamic content or interact with the user in any 
way—lest the CO be held responsible. 

Some of the barriers to a clear flow of information are 
imposed by the Department of Defense and the U.S. 
Government’s restrictive policies concerning personally 
identifiable information, classification, and operational 
security. Many more are self-inflicted wounds. The Navy, 
rightfully, is not willing to pay to develop and maintain 
uniformed personnel with the skills required to implement 
web design and other high-end technical infrastructure. As a 
result, the Navy has to contract for these services. These 
contracts have not been well thought out, well negotiated or 
well executed. This has resulted in a number of high-profile 
failures. Let us consider two here: NKO and NCMI. 

Navy Knowledge Online (NKO) is nowhere near as good 
as its Army counterpart (AKO). Consider a typical NKO-user 
experience. One can get NKO to work with other browsers, 
but it is still (frustratingly) designed to only work with Internet 
Explorer. You need to use a CAC card or a frequently-
changing, hard-to-remember sixteen-digit, alpha-numeric 
passcode that cannot too closely resemble any of your 
previous ten hard-to-remember sixteen-digit, alpha-numeric 
passcodes. What exactly is so valuable in NKO that makes it 
more difficult to access than an online banking site? Once you 
do get in, you are bombarded with 1990’s style pop-up 
windows, with each click only seeming to invite more clicks 
to confirm some ActiveX setting or another. Content is 
difficult to find and even more difficult to navigate. For many 
Sailors, the only time they are on NKO is to complete 
mandatory general military training. The user experience is 
otherwise so poor as to dissuade them from accessing the 
enormous body of useful knowledge and training that is buried 
within the sprawling site. 

Navy-Marine Corps Intranet (NMCI) has also proved to 
be an expensive miss. Since I have been commissioned, I have 
had two shipboard email addresses, two useless tranet 

addresses, a State Department address, and a Navy War 
College address. All expired when I transferred. I have never 
been at a major shore command long enough to warrant the 
bafflingly high expense of establishing a NMCI account. I 
understand that there are enormous technical challenges in 
creating the world’s largest intranet. Still, there is no reason 
why every Sailor entering the Navy today should not have 
aname@navy.mil email address that would provide continuity 
throughout their entire career and follow them into the 
reserves or retirement. The Army already has implemented 
this portability feature. This one change alone would prevent 
the inefficiency of lost connections that result from the 
frequent personnel rotations within the service. 

There are gains to be made by developing social media 
connections within the academic elements of the Department 
of the Navy as well. Every year the Chief of Naval Operations 
tasks ten hand-selected O6’s from a variety of backgrounds to 
work on the CNO’s Strategic Studies Group. And every year 
the report that they produce gets labeled “For Official Use 
Only” which, while not a security classification, prevents the 
report from informing the larger debate on the issues that are 
most important to the CNO. Similarly, each year Naval Post-
Graduate School (NPS) students expend extraordinary 
amounts of thought and effort to write graduate theses. These 
ideas are often shelved without making an impact in their 
respective fields because there is not an adequate distribution 
method in place to share these works. 

Technologies are most successful when leaders of an 
organization use them regularly and actively advocate for 
them within the organization. As far back as 1995, Admiral 
Jeremy Boorda assigned a point of contact to explore the 
possibility of establishing a Clearinghouse, an open discussion 
of matters of concern to the Navy, but the idea was stillborn—
perhaps because of the technological limitations of the time. It 
is time to bring that back and the model already exists. The 
Warlord Loopis an invitation-only, email discussion featuring 
voluminous, freewheeling, and unclassified exchanges about 
national security. The Navy needs something similar where 
Sailors and Marines can join the discussion on important and 
relevant topics that interest them. 

In some respects, the technical side of social media is the 
easy part. The Navy does not need to rush to embrace new and 
unproven technologies. It does, however, need to craft 
considered policies that steer it away from unread 
Ombudsman blogs, barren websites, and stale Facebook 
pages. 

Lieutenant Kristenson, a surface warfare officer and 2009 
Olmsted Scholar, holds a Master of Arts degree in 
international development from Tsinghua University (Beijing, 
China). His next assignment is Operations Officer in the USS 
Forrest Sherman (DDG-98) in Norfolk, VA. 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Secretary Of The Navy Visits Enterprise 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 06 AUG 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Brian G. Reynolds, Enterprise Carrier Strike 
Group Public Affairs 

USS ENTERPRISE, At Sea -- Secretary of the Navy (SECNAV) Ray Mabus visited aircraft carrier USS Enterprise (CVN 65) in 
the Arabian Sea Aug. 6-7, as the carrier continued its 25th and final deployment. 

 
2. CNO Talks Deployment Length To Bremerton Sailors 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 06 AUG 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Scott A. McCall, Navy Public Affairs Support 
Element West Det. Northwest 

BREMERTON, Wash. -- The Chief of Naval Operations (CNO) and the Master Chief Petty Officer of the Navy (MCPON) held 
an all hands call on Naval Base Kitsap Aug. 6. 

 
3. Plenty Of Navy Work, But No More Ships For Kitsap 
(KITSAP (WA) SUN 06 AUG 12) ... Ed Friedrich 

BREMERTON — Kitsap County will retain its importance as the Navy shifts more forces to the Pacific, but don't expect to get 
any more ships, its top officer said Monday. 

 
4. Admiral Named To Take Command Of Missile Defense Agency 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 06 AUG 12) ... Tony Capaccio 

The White House has tapped a Navy admiral to be the first Sailor to head the U.S. Missile Defense Agency. 
 

CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
5. U.S., S. Korea, Japan To Hold Joint Naval Exercises This Week 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 07 AUG 12) 

Japan, South Korea and the United States will hold joint exercises in waters of Hawaii this week. 
 

6. PANAMAX Military Exercise Begins At Mayport 
PANAMAX's purpose is to prepare nations for several contingencies 
(FLORIDA TIMES-UNION 07 AUG 12) ... William Browning 

Maybe it is attacked. Maybe it is damaged. Maybe mines appear and traffic is halted. 
 

7. USS Abraham Lincoln To Arrive At New Va. Homeport 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 07 AUG 12) 

NORFOLK, Va. -- Virginia is about to become home to another aircraft carrier. 
 

8. Iwo Jima Group Is Halfway Home 
(NEWPORT NEWS DAILY PRESS 06 AUG 12) ... Hugh Lessig 

The Iwo Jima Amphibious Ready Group hit the halfway point of its eight-month deployment on July 27, and so far, so good. 
 

9. Underwood Recovers 49 Bales Of Drugs From Caribbean Sea 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 06 AUG 12) ... Lt. Stephanie Homick, U.S. 4th Fleet Public Affairs 

USS UNDERWOOD, At Sea -- The Oliver Hazard Perry-class guided-missile frigate USS Underwood (FFG 36), recovered 49 
bales of narcotics from the Caribbean Sea during Operation Martillo, Aug. 3. 
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10. FRC Mid Atlantic: Voyage Repair Team 
(YOUTUBE 06 AUG 12) ... Naval Air Systems Command YouTube Channell 

The Fleet Readiness Center Mid Atlantic Voyage Repair Team (VRT) is responsible for the overhaul and maintenance of 
shipboard Aircraft Launch and Recovery Equipment. A vital asset to the fleet, see how this team works together to keep ships force 
mission ready. 

 

GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
11. Prime Minister’s Defection In The Dark Jolts Syrians 
(NEW YORK TIMES 07 AUG 12) ... Damien Cave and Dalal Mawad 

BEIRUT, Lebanon — The defection of Syria’s prime minister, Riyad Farid Hijab, began like so many others: with coded 
conversations and furtive planning. He began discussing the idea of fleeing, an aide said, as soon as President Bashar al-Assad strong-
armed him into taking the job in June. In recent days, he worked to get his extended family out. Then, early Monday, the prime 
minister slipped out of Damascus under cover of darkness with his wife and four children, scrambling through the desert as a fugitive. 

 
12. U.S. Support Points To A New Era Of Military Co-Operation As China Flexes Its Muscles 
(THE GUARDIAN (UK) 07 AUG 12) ... Sunshine Lichauco de Leon 

MANILA, Philippines -- The U.S. is helping the Philippines to modernise and improve its military capability in the face of a 
growing confrontation with China over supremacy in the South China Sea. 

 
13. China, Japan Stretch Peace Pacts 
(ASIA TIMES ONLINE 07 AUG 12) ... Kosuke Takahashi 

TOKYO - Asia's two giants, China and Japan, are playing a dangerous game, each indicating they are prepared to use force in 
defense of islands they both claim as their own. 

 
14. A First: U.S. Allowed To Check Indian Warship 
New Delhi Allows 'Intrusive' Inspection of Indian Warship by U.S. for 1st Time 
(KOLKATA TELEGRAPH (INDIA) 06 AUG 12) ... Sujan Dutta 

NEW DELHI -- India has for the first time permitted the U.S. to inspect an Indian warship to ensure that the navy was not 
distorting its use, a senior source in the defence establishment has confirmed to The Telegraph. 

 
15. Russia To Set Up Naval Infrastructure In Arctic – Patrushev 
(RIA NOVOSTI 06 AUG 12) 

KRASNOYARSK -- Russia will create several infrastructure hubs along the Northern Sea Route in the Arctic to be used as 
temporary stations for Russian warships and border guard vessels, Security Council chief Nikolai Patrushev said on Monday. 

 
16. Poland Wants Own Segment In U.S. Missile Defense 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 06 AUG 12) 

WARSAW, Poland -- Poland's president says his nation should build its own protective segment within the missile defense 
system the U.S. is planning to develop in Europe. 

 

PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
17. Navy Personnel Command Leaders To Meet With Norfolk-Based Sailors 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 06 AUG 12) ... Navy Personnel Command Public Affairs 

MILLINGTON, Tenn. -- Representatives from Navy Personnel Command's fleet engagement team will be in Norfolk, Aug. 13-16 
to meet with Sailors and discuss the latest personnel policies and initiatives impacting the fleet. 

 
18. NADAP Seeks Sailors Opinions 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 06 AUG 12) ... Navy Personnel Command Public Affairs 

MILLINGTON, Tenn. -- A Navy-wide survey was launched Aug. 6 to learn more about Sailors' alcohol use and the best ways to 
communicate abuse prevention and responsible use of alcohol messages, according to the Navy Alcohol and Drug Abuse Prevention 
(NADAP) Office director. 

 
19. #SAAM: Sexual Assault Prevention And Response Team Visits Ike 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 06 AUG 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Yasmine T. Muhammad, USS Dwight D. 
Eisenhower Public Affairs 

USS DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER, At Sea -- A Sexual Assault Prevention and Response (SAPR) team visited USS Dwight D. 
Eisenhower (CVN 69) (Ike) to train leadership about how to prevent sexual assault, Aug. 4. 
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20. Chief Of Navy Chaplains Observes SAPR Training, Graduation At Great Lakes 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 06 AUG 12) ... Sue Krawczyk, Training Support Center Public Affairs 

GREAT LAKES, Ill. -- The chief of Navy chaplains visited Training Support Center (TSC), Great Lakes Aug. 1-3 to get a 
firsthand look at TSC's efforts to raise sexual assault awareness and prevention among the Sailors. 

 

FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
21. Navy Tests Ocean Drones In RI's Narragansett Bay 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 07 AUG 12) ... Michael Melia 

NEWPORT, R.I. -- I Just beneath the placid, sailboat-dotted surface of Narragansett Bay, torpedo-shaped vehicles spin and pivot 
to their own rhythm, carrying out missions programmed by their U.S. Navy masters. 

 
22. A Twist Of The Wrist - How To Drive An X-47B 
(AVIATION WEEK 06 AUG 12) ... Graham Warwick 

Standing off to one side at last week's press unveiling of the U.S. Navy's X-47B unmanned combat aircraft system demonstrator 
at NAS Patuxent River was a guy with what looked like a Borg cybernetic implant on his arm. 

 
23. State Firms Could Benefit From Senate Defense Bill 
(MILWAUKEE JOURNAL SENTINEL 06 AUG 12) ... Thomas Content 

Military programs that are creating shipbuilding and clean-tech jobs in Wisconsin received a boost last week in Congress. 
 

24. U.S. Spending Bills Suddenly Irrelevant 
(DEFENSE NEWS 06 AUG 12) ... Kate Brannen 

Rather than try to pass appropriations bills for fiscal 2013, U.S. congressional leaders have decided instead to pass a six-month-
long stopgap spending measure that would keep funding at 2012 levels until the end of March. 

 
25. Buck McKeon: Ignore Labor Department 
(POLITICO 06 AUG 12) ... Austin Wright 

The House Armed Services Committee chairman has some advice for the defense industry: Don’t listen to the Labor Department. 
 

BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
26. Panetta Throws In The Towel On 2013 Base Closures 
(FEDERAL NEWS RADIO 07 AUG 12) ... Jared Serbu 

Secretary of Defense Leon Panetta officially gave up hope Monday on a 2013 round of defense base shutdowns, at the same time 
acknowledging he never had much hope to begin with. 

 
27. With Federal Grant, Rockville Pike Underpass Project Fully Funded 
$40 million has been awarded to Montgomery County to fund the underpass and elevators to connect Walter 
Reed Bethesda with the Medical Center Metro station. 
(KENSINGTON (MD) PATCH 06 AUG 12) ... Erin Donaghue 

Montgomery County has been awarded a $40 million federal grant that will fund a pedestrian underpass and high-speed elevators 
to connect the Walter Reed National Military Medical Center with the Medical Center Metrorail station. 

 
28. Bethesda Gridlock, Rosy Study At Odds 
Walter Reed says congestion has eased, but experts are dubious 
(WASHINGTON POST 07 AUG 12) ... Katherine Shaver 

The Defense Department has concluded that adding thousands of patients and workers to the new Walter Reed National Military 
Medical Center in Bethesda has reduced traffic congestion, but outside analysts offer an alternative explanation: measuring worsening 
gridlock can be misleading. 

 
29. Defense Dept., Interior Seek To Speed Renewables On Military Lands 
(THE HILL 06 AUG 12) ... Ben Geman 

The Pentagon and Interior Department have inked an agreement aimed at developing green electricity projects to feed power-
thirsty military bases, a plan that officials said would help ensure energy for bases if the commercial grid is disrupted. 
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30. Military Explores Sustainable Energy On Public Land 
(KPBS SAN DIEGO 06 AUG 12) ... Alison St John 

U.S. Secretary of Defense Leon Panetta has announced the Department of Defense will ramp up plans to harness renewable 
energy on public lands. Navy officials in San Diego are already working on how to do this without compromising military training 
ranges. 

 

NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
31. Camp Pendleton Marine Receives Navy Cross Award 
Sgt. Matthew T. Abate, 26, To Be Honored Posthumously 
(KGTV ABC SAN DIEGO 06 AUG 12) 

CAMP PENDLETON, Calif. -- A Marine Corps scout sniper will be posthumously awarded the Navy Cross for combat heroism 
in a ceremony at Camp Pendleton Friday, base officials announced Monday. 

 
32. Obama Signs Law Giving Health Care To Camp Lejeune Tainted Water Victims 
(MCCLATCHY NEWSPAPERS 06 AUG 12) ... Franco Ordonez and Barbara Barrett 

WASHINGTON — President Barack Obama on Monday signed into law legislation to provide health care to thousands of sick 
Marine veterans and their families who were exposed to contaminated water at Camp Lejeune in North Carolina. 

 
33. A Critic Of Costly Biofuels, Lawmaker Once Secured Funds For Them 
(REUTERS 06 AUG 12) ... Marcus Stern 

WASHINGTON -- A vociferous Republican critic of the military's spending on expensive biofuels was himself instrumental in 
securing federal funds to develop such fuels. 

 
34. ONR System Selected To Help DoD Track Human Subjects Studies 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 06 AUG 12) ... Office of Naval Research Public Affairs 

ARLINGTON, Va. -- A Web-based application developed by the Office of Naval Research (ONR) will form the basis of the 
nation's first Defense Department-wide system to track and manage human subject studies funded by the federal government, officials 
announced Aug. 6. 

 

OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
35. Reach Deficit Reduction Deal 
(DEFENSE NEWS 05 AUG 12) ... Editorial 

Pentagon and defense industry leaders are doing their best to turn up the heat on lawmakers to avoid $500 billion in automatic 
cuts they say will devastate U.S. national security. 

 
36. Cyberdefenses Remain Down 
Faced with an acute danger, Congress went home. 
(WASHINGTON POST 07 AUG 12) ... Editorial 

In the final weeks before Congress left for its August break, Sens. Joseph I. Lieberman (I-Conn.) and Susan Collins (R-Maine), 
took a gamble. They watered down their own cybersecurity legislation in hopes of winning passage. But last week on the Senate floor, 
their compromise died. The sponsors could muster only 52 votes, short of the 60 needed. 

 
37. Futenma A Lingering Sore That Won't Go Away 
(ASAHI SHIMBUN 06 AUG 12) ... Editorial 

In his recent meeting with Defense Minister Satoshi Morimoto, U.S. Defense Secretary Leon Panetta was unequivocal about 
Washington's determination to deploy the Marine Corps MV-22 Osprey troop transport to Marine Corps Air Station Futenma in 
Okinawa Prefecture as planned. 

 
38. 'U.S. In Position To Strangle China's Maritime Lifelines' 
(GLOBAL TIMES (CHINA) 06 AUG 12) ... Li Jie 

As the geopolitical situation evolves, the enforcement and the range of the U.S. suppression and encirclement of China has been 
changing. 

 
39. New Arena of Sino-Indian Rivalry 
South China Sea New Ground for India-China Rivalry 
(SINGAPORE STRAITS TIMES 07 AUG 12) ... Harsh V. Pant 

While the world focuses on the rising tension between China and the Philippines in the South China Sea, Beijing and New Delhi 
are also engaged in a quiet struggle in the contested waters. 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Secretary Of The Navy Visits Enterprise 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 06 AUG 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Brian G. Reynolds, Enterprise Carrier Strike 
Group Public Affairs 

USS ENTERPRISE, At Sea -- Secretary of the Navy 
(SECNAV) Ray Mabus visited aircraft carrier USS Enterprise 
(CVN 65) in the Arabian Sea Aug. 6-7, as the carrier 
continued its 25th and final deployment. 

Enterprise Sailors and Marines, currently deployed to the 
U.S. 5th Fleet area of responsibility, used this opportunity to 
welcome Mabus to the world's first nuclear-powered aircraft 
carrier. 

Following his arrival on the carrier's flight deck, Mabus 
was greeted by Rear Adm. Walter E. Carter, commander, 
Enterprise Carrier Strike Group (ENTCSG) and Capt. William 
C. Hamilton, Jr., Enterprise's commanding officer. 

Mabus was then escorted to the ship's navigation bridge 
and primary flight control before moving to the hangar bay 
where he addressed more than 3,000 Sailors and Marines 
gathered for an all-hands call. 

"I'm happy to be here with you all," said Mabus as he 
addressed Big E's crew. "I'm happy to be here on this historic 
ship, on its historic last voyage." 

During his address, Mabus thanked the crewmembers for 
their service and told them that he understands that what they 
do is not easy. 

"The Navy and Marines are America's 'away team,'" said 
Mabus. "The people at home never know just how skilled you 
are. They never see what it takes to do what you do and put on 
that uniform on a daily basis. On their behalf, I want to say 
'thank you.'" 

Mabus continued his expression of gratitude, saying, "I 
know that this ship and all of our ships have had an incredibly 
high operational tempo. I understand the stress that it puts on 
your families. The importance of what you all are doing for 
America cannot be overstated." 

He also spoke of how the Navy's role in maritime combat 
operations will change in the future. 

"We're going to build the fleet," said Mabus. "We are 
going to begin to use ships differently. We are growing the 
fleet to meet the new responsibilities of the new national 
defense strategy that the president announced in January." 

During the event Mabus also presided over the 
reenlistment of 32 Sailors and Marines and presented awards 
to members of the Enterprise and Carrier Air Wing (CVW) 1 
team. 

"The United States Navy and the United States Marine 
Corps are the finest expeditionary fighting force that the world 
has ever known," Mabus told the crew. "You are making part 
of the history of not only this Enterprise, but of all of the 
Enterprises that have sailed on behalf of our Navy and our 
nation." 

After concluding his remarks, Mabus answered questions 
from the crew of the Big E and CVW-1 and posed for photos 
with those gathered in the hangar bay before heading to dinner 
with members of the enlisted crew on the carrier's mess decks. 

Following dinner, Mabus was escorted on a tour of the 
legendary ship, visiting, among other areas, Medical 
department spaces, a weapons magazine, the combat direction 
center, carrier air traffic control center, a squadron ready room 
and the machinery repair shop. He was also able to observe 
flight operations from the flight deck, both in daylight and 
after sunset. 

Enterprise is currently deployed to the U.S. 5th Fleet area 
of responsibility conducting maritime security operations, 
theater security operation efforts and support missions as a 
part of Operation Enduring Freedom. 

Return to Index 
 

2. CNO Talks Deployment Length To Bremerton Sailors 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 06 AUG 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Scott A. McCall, Navy Public Affairs Support 
Element West Det. Northwest 

BREMERTON, Wash. -- The Chief of Naval Operations 
(CNO) and the Master Chief Petty Officer of the Navy 
(MCPON) held an all hands call on Naval Base Kitsap Aug. 6. 

CNO Adm. Jonathan Greenert and MCPON (SS/SW) 
Rick West spoke with Sailors assigned to the aircraft carriers 
USS John C. Stennis (CVN 74), USS Ronald Reagan (CVN 
76), and other Kitsap-area commands. 

During the all hands call, the CNO addressed one of the 
key issues concerning Sailors in the Pacific Northwest, the 
length and schedule of upcoming carrier deployments along 
with the effect it will have on other ships around the fleet. 

"[Stennis'] early deployment will cause an average 
increase in our carrier deployments," said Greenert. "We had 
expected, on the average, carrier deployments would be about 
seven months for this year. And because of the demand in the 
Arabian Gulf, the average deployment for carriers will be 
about eight months and a week for the rest of this year and 
early into [2013]." 

Greenert also said Stennis' deployment will have minimal 
to no impact on the schedules of the other surface ships and 
submarines around the globe. 

"Submarines operate on their own schedule, and the 
carrier schedules do not really affect them," said Greenert. 
"Now, the surface ships rotate in and out of strike groups, so 
those that will go into the Stennis and those that go into some 
of the others may go up a small amount, but generally 
speaking it will not affect destroyer deployments, on average, 
for this year and the rest of next year." 

Other issues addressed by the CNO and MCPON ranged 
from budgetary concerns, global issues, spice, and sexual 
assault awareness and prevention. 

"As we look forward into the future, we expect about 
seven and a half, maybe eight months for some carriers in the 
future, but eight or nine-month deployments should not be the 
norm," said Greenert. 

Greenert went on to say if we continue the two carrier 
requirement in the Gulf we'll need to take a close look at 
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maintenance schedules, training schedules, and the impact on 
our people. 

Following the all-hands call Greenert and West answered 
questions directly from the Sailors in attendance both during 
and immediately after the all-hands call concluded. 

Chief Hospital Corpsman (FMF) Noel Gravina, assigned 
to Naval Hospital Bremerton, said this opportunity was good 
for Sailor morale, because it allowed junior Sailors the 
opportunity to ask questions and receive answers directly from 
the CNO himself. 

"It's always good to have the top-ranked Sailor visit us 
because it makes us feel good and validates that what we're 
doing is important to the Navy," said Gravina. 

Greenert also reenlisted 15 Sailors and pinned four other 
Sailors with their respective warfare specialist pins. 

Yeoman 2nd Class (SS) Thayne Stahlecker, assigned to 
the Ohio Class Fleet Ballistic Missile Submarine USS 
Kentucky (SSBN 737), said this was the second time he has 
been reenlisted by the CNO. 

"It was amazing," said Stahlecker. "It's really great to be 
reenlisted by the most senior officer in the Navy." 

Greenert is scheduled to continue his visit in the Pacific 
Northwest with visits to other bases in the region and an all-
hands call for Sailors stationed on Naval Air Station Whidbey 
Island Aug. 7. 

"I want to say thank you for what you're doing. You guys 
do an amazing job here," said Greenert. "I want to thank the 
community of Bremerton for being a Navy town for so many 
years and taking care of our Sailors and our families; thank 
you very much for that." 

Return to Index 
 

3. Plenty Of Navy Work, But No More Ships For Kitsap 
(KITSAP (WA) SUN 06 AUG 12) ... Ed Friedrich 

BREMERTON — Kitsap County will retain its 
importance as the Navy shifts more forces to the Pacific, but 
don't expect to get any more ships, its top officer said 
Monday. 

"The number of aircraft and ships will be the same or a 
little bigger, but we have to have the support to sustain them," 
Adm. Jonathan Greenert said of Puget Sound bases. "I think 
there's a bright future up here." 

The Chief of Naval Operations visited the Puget Sound 
area for briefings at Navy installations and Seafair activities. 
After an all-hands call at Naval Base Kitsap-Bremerton, he, 
U.S. Rep. Norm Dicks and U.S. Sen. Maria Cantwell met the 
press briefly at PSNS Memorial Plaza. 

The Navy is "rebalancing" its resources to respond to a 
changing world, going from a 50-50 split between the Pacific 
and Atlantic fleets to 60 percent in the Pacific by 2020. 
Defense Secretary Leon Panetta reiterated in June that six 
aircraft carriers and a majority of cruisers, destroyers, littoral 
combat ships and submarines will be in the Pacific. 

Local Navy support group Puget Sound Naval Bases 
Association suggested to Navy and Congressional leaders the 
logic of adding a second aircraft carrier at Bremerton. The 
carrier based in Everett would move to Bremerton, thus 
opening space for more destroyers at Everett. Recent 
completion of a pier would allow Bremerton to accommodate 
two carriers. 

"That's not the plan right now," said Greenert, who 
relieved Adm. Gary Roughead as CNO in September. "It's 

very good to have that kind of capacity here, but I think we 
like the balance as it is right now." 

Though Kitsap isn't likely to add ships, neither should it 
lose any to permanent overseas deployment, another trend, 
Greenert said. The Navy, for example, announced in February 
that four Arleigh Burke-class guided-missile destroyers will be 
forward deployed to Rota, Spain. They're moving from the 
East Coast. Up to four littoral combat ships will start operating 
from Singapore, Panetta confirmed in April. 

Though the number of ships isn't expected to increase, 
more workers might be needed to keep them maintained and 
modernized, Greenert said. 

"The bottom line, it's people that make this work," he said 
… You've got to have the industrial capacity like you do. That 
will be the key to the rebalancing." 

As the Navy rebalances, or unbalances, toward the 
Pacific, it will continue to provide a large workload for Kitsap. 

"I'm proud to have worked on these issues throughout my 
career, to make this the superior nuclear repair facility on the 
West Coast," Dicks said of Puget Sound Naval Shipyard and 
Intermediate Maintenance Facility. 

"It's clear the Navy's going to have a lot of work for us to 
do in the future," Cantwell said. "We want to do it well, on 
time and in a cost-effective fashion." 

Ship numbers will remain stable throughout Navy Region 
Northwest. Though new ships are coming to Everett — two 
new destroyers and another changing homeports — they are 
replacing three frigates. 

Return to Index 
 

4. Admiral Named To Take Command Of Missile Defense Agency 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 06 AUG 12) ... Tony Capaccio 

The White House has tapped a Navy admiral to be the 
first Sailor to head the U.S. Missile Defense Agency. 

If the Senate approves, Rear Admiral James Syring will 
replace the current director, U.S. Army Lieutenant General 
Patrick O’Reilly, whose abusive behavior toward subordinates 
has hurt morale at the agency, according to a May 2 report by 
the Pentagon Inspector General. 

“Witnesses testified that O’Reilly’s leadership style 
resulted in a command climate of fear and low morale,” the 
inspector general found. 

Syring has been nominated for promotion to vice admiral 
“while serving as director of the Missile Defense Agency,” 
R.S. Erskine, the director of management in the Office of the 
Chief of Naval Operations, wrote in a letter delivered Friday 
to the Senate Armed Services Committee. 

The Senate panel will review the nomination next month 
when the Senate returns from its August recess, and Syring 
then must be approved by the full Senate. 
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Syring, 48, is currently Program Executive Office for 
Naval Integrated Warfare Systems. He would be the first naval 
officer to head the Missile Defense Agency 

The MDA is responsible for developing, fielding and 
upgrading the nation’s ground- and sea-based missile defense 
programs, working with Japan and Israel, among other 
nations. Its top contractors are Chicago-based Boeing Co.; 
Lockheed Martin Corp., based in Bethesda, Maryland; 
Raytheon Co. of Waltham, Massachusetts; Falls Church, 
Virgina-based Northrop Grumman Corp.; and Orbital Sciences 
Corp. of Dulles, Virginia. The Pentagon is seeking $7.7 billion 
for the agency in fiscal 2013. 

Spokesman Unaware 

MDA spokesman Richard Lehner in an e-mail statement 
today said he had no comment and wasn’t aware of the 
announcement tapping Syring to head the agency. 

Separately, Army Secretary John McHugh last month 
asked the Pentagon inspector general to investigate whether 
O’Reilly misled Congress in the continuing dispute over his 
leadership of the Missile Defense Agency. 

McHugh asked that Acting Inspector General Lynne 
Halbrooks review a lawmaker’s concerns that O’Reilly 
attempted to “misdirect” a congressional oversight panel that 
asked him to assess his agency’s morale. 

In a July 27 memo, the MDA’s executive director, John 
James, Jr., warned its employees and contractors to stop using 
their government computers to surf the Internet for 
pornographic sites. 

Return to Index 
 
 

CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
5. U.S., S. Korea, Japan To Hold Joint Naval Exercises This Week 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 07 AUG 12) 

Japan, South Korea and the United States will hold joint 
exercises in waters of Hawaii this week. 

The U.S. Pacific Fleet said in a statement Monday the 
drills will include a search-and-seizure exercise, a counter-
piracy event, a search-and-rescue exercise and officer 
exchanges. 

Three U.S. Navy and Coast Guard ships will participate. 
They are the guided-missile cruiser USS Port Royal, the 
guided missile destroyer USS Chafee, the dry cargo ship 

USNS Matthew Perry and the cutter USCGC Galveston 
Island. 

The drills scheduled for Tuesday and Wednesday come 
shortly after monthlong Rim of the Pacific multinational 
exercises were held in Hawaii. Both Japanese and South 
Korean forces participated in RIMPAC. 

The Pacific Fleet says the drills will help the nations work 
better together, improve readiness and boost proficiency. 

Return to Index 
 

6. PANAMAX Military Exercise Begins At Mayport 
PANAMAX's purpose is to prepare nations for several contingencies 
(FLORIDA TIMES-UNION 07 AUG 12) ... William Browning 

Maybe it is attacked. Maybe it is damaged. Maybe mines 
appear and traffic is halted. 

In the event that any of those scenarios ever occur at the 
Panama Canal — the 51-mile waterway connecting the 
Atlantic and Pacific oceans — militaries from across the world 
want to be ready. So on Monday at Mayport Naval Station, 
personnel from more than a dozen nations came together to 
begin working out a variety of responses. 

The exercise, known as PANAMAX, will last 10 days. 
The purpose is to make sure the partner nations are better 
prepared to work together if the Panama government ever 
requests help in protecting commercial traffic through the 
canal and ensure its neutrality. 

The exercise’s opening ceremony took place Monday 
inside the Ocean Breeze Conference Center at Mayport. 

“It’s key for us to be able to train together, to practice, to 
build up trust so that we can work more efficiently together,” 
Rear Adm. Sinclair Harris, the commander of U.S. Naval 
Forces Southern Command and U.S. 4th Fleet, said after the 
ceremony. “We have 17 different nations … so there are 
different cultures, both inside the military and between 
nations, that have to come together.” 

In 2003, three nations — the United States, Chile and 
Panama — took part in the first PANAMAX. This year there 
are 17 nations, including a handful from South and Central 

America, as well as France and Canada. Roughly 600 military 
personnel have traveled to Mayport for the exercise, including 
170 from other nations. 

The growth, according to military personnel, stems from 
nations in the region recognizing piracy in other parts of the 
world and illegal drug operations increasing. Several hundred 
million tons of cargo pass through the canal each year, 
according to the Navy. 

“These interactions strengthen our bonds across the 
region and foster long-lasting friendships and an 
understanding among the partner nations, ultimately benefiting 
the security of the region,” Harris said. 

PANAMAX is one of the largest multinational training 
exercise in the world and takes place at Mayport, as well as 
locations in Texas, Miami, Mississippi and the Caribbean Sea. 

The exercise, apart from the Navy, includes Marine 
Corps, Air Force and Army servicemen. 

PANAMAX 2012 Underway At Naval Station 
Mayport 

(FIRST COAST NEWS 06 AUG 12) 
MAYPORT, Fla. -- A multi-national training exercise 

involving 17 different nations called PANAMAX 2012 is 
underway, with NS Mayport being the nerve center. 
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More than 600 military personnel including 170 from 
partner nations including Brazil, France and Mexico are 
training side-by-side for a week. 

The operation is conducted annually with the focus this 
time the defense of the Panama Canal. 

Rear Adm. Sinclair Harris, who is the Commander of the 
Fourth Fleet, is supervising the joint-combined exercise. 

"It is key for us to be able to train together, practice and to 
build up trust so we can work more efficiently together. 

While Mayport is the command post for PANAMAX 
2012, simultaneous training will happen in San Antonio, 
Miami and in Columbia. 

View Clip (RT: 1:29) 
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7. USS Abraham Lincoln To Arrive At New Va. Homeport 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 07 AUG 12) 

NORFOLK, Va. -- Virginia is about to become home to 
another aircraft carrier. 

The USS Abraham Lincoln is scheduled to arrive at its 
new homeport in Norfolk, Va., on Tuesday. 

The nuclear-powered aircraft carrier left its previous 
homeport of Everett, Wash., in December on an eight-month 
deployment. 

The Lincoln is changing ports for a four-year refueling 
complex overhaul. During that period, the Lincoln's nuclear 

reactors will be refueled, the ship's combat and 
communication systems will be upgraded, and the hull, 
mechanical and electrical systems will be overhauled. 

The Lincoln's arrival means Virginia will temporarily be 
home to six of the Navy's 11 aircraft carriers. The Norfolk-
based USS Enterprise will be deactivated after it completes its 
final deployment this fall. 

Return to Index 
 

8. Iwo Jima Group Is Halfway Home 
(NEWPORT NEWS DAILY PRESS 06 AUG 12) ... Hugh Lessig 

The Iwo Jima Amphibious Ready Group hit the halfway 
point of its eight-month deployment on July 27, and so far, so 
good. 

The group consists of the amphibious assault ship USS 
Iwo Jima, the dock landing ship USS Gunston Hall and the 
amphibious transport dock ship USS New York, which is 
making its maiden deployment. 

It also includes Marines from the 24th Marine 
Expeditionary Unit. 

"We've been out for four months, and we've been busy 
from day one," said Capt. Arturo Garcia, the commodore of 
Amphibious Squadron 8. 

The Sailors and Marines have already participated in a 
training exercise off the coast of Morocco which included 19 
countries and more than 12,000 participants. 

The group is currently in the 5th Fleet area of 
responsiblity, which includes the Red Sea, Arabian Sea and 
Persian Gulf. 

It has been a historic mission for the New York, which 
includes steel salvaged from the World Trade Center after the 
Sept. 11th attacks. 

"New York has gotten to experience a lot of things on her 
first deployment," said Rebecca Domzalski, the ship's 
operations officer. "We have conducted multi-national training 
with more than six countries, worked with every branch of the 
U.S. military in some capacity, landed eight different types of 
aircraft on our flight deck and traveled halfway around the 
world." 

Return to Index 
 

9. Underwood Recovers 49 Bales Of Drugs From Caribbean Sea 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 06 AUG 12) ... Lt. Stephanie Homick, U.S. 4th Fleet Public Affairs 

USS UNDERWOOD, At Sea -- The Oliver Hazard Perry-
class guided-missile frigate USS Underwood (FFG 36), 
recovered 49 bales of narcotics from the Caribbean Sea during 
Operation Martillo, Aug. 3. 

Underwood pursued a "go-fast" speed boat late Tuesday 
evening, Aug. 2, but it dumped its load before Underwood was 
able to effect a boarding. A Customs and Border Protection 
maritime patrol aircraft flying overheard, reported the "go-
fast" dumping packages over the side and informed 
Underwood, who marked the position of the debris field in 
order to locate the packages in daylight. 

Chief Warrant Officer 3 Miguel Aponte, a member of the 
bridge watch team, spotted the first bale in the water around 
8:15 a.m. Underwood Sailors manned the boat deck and 
loaded a team, including two members of an onboard U.S. 
Coast Guard Law Enforcement Detachment (LEDET), into a 
rigid-hull inflatable boat (RHIB). Over the next few hours, 
Sailors aboard Underwood used binoculars to search the 

surrounding area for more bales while the RHIB team 
recovered anything spotted in the water. 

"Right off the bat, we just start picking up bales that were 
floating in our area," said a member of the LEDET. "After 
that, the ship vectored us in to different sections that they 
could see from a further distance and then also the helo 
[helicopter] vectored us in." 

An SH-60B Sea Hawk helicopter assigned to the Vipers 
of Helicopter Anti-Submarine Squadron Light Four Eight 
Detachment Three (HSL-48.3) launched to assist the search 
from the air. 

"Initially we took off, were given two initial points to go 
between, searching back and forth using a linear pattern," said 
Lt. j.g. Lance Herdon, one of the SH-60B pilots that flew the 
mission. "We got vectored in by the ship after calculating set 
and drift. We went to that area and began spotting the 
packages. We called back the position back to the ship and 
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they began directing the RHIB over in that area. We orbited 
the area and continued to find more packages." 

In the end, Underwood recovered approximately 1,225 
kilograms of narcotics. 

"Going wholesale price is $22,500 per kilo. So estimated 
with 49 bales and 25 kilos per bale, we estimate about $27.5 
million" worth of narcotics recovered today, according to a 
Naval Criminal Investigative Services (NCIS) Special Agent 
familiar with the case. 

Operation Martillo (Spanish for 'hammer') is a U.S., 
European, and Western Hemisphere partner nation effort 
targeting illicit trafficking routes in coastal waters along the 
Central American isthmus. 

Led by Joint Interagency Task Force (JITF) South, a 
component of U.S Southern Command (SOUTHCOM), 
Operation Martillo is a component of the U.S. government's 

coordinated interagency regional security strategy in support 
of the White House strategy to combat transnational organized 
crime and the U.S. Central America Regional Security 
Initiative. Fourteen countries are participating: Canada, Belize, 
Colombia, Costa Rica, El Salvador, France, Guatemala, 
Honduras, the Netherlands, Nicaragua, Panama, Spain,United 
Kingdom and the United States. 

JIATF South is a multiservice, multiagency national task 
force which conducts counter-illicit trafficking operations and 
intelligence fusion to detect, monitor, and handoff suspected 
illicit trafficking targets to law enforcement activities; 
promotes security cooperation and coordinates country team 
and partner nation initiatives in order to defeat the flow of 
illicit traffic. 

Underwood is deployed to Central and South America 
and the Caribbean in support of Southern Seas 2012. 
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10. FRC Mid Atlantic: Voyage Repair Team 
(YOUTUBE 06 AUG 12) ... Naval Air Systems Command YouTube Channell 

The Fleet Readiness Center Mid Atlantic Voyage Repair 
Team (VRT) is responsible for the overhaul and maintenance 
of shipboard Aircraft Launch and Recovery Equipment. A 

vital asset to the fleet, see how this team works together to 
keep ships force mission ready. 

View Clip (RT: 4:47) 
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GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
11. Prime Minister’s Defection In The Dark Jolts Syrians 
(NEW YORK TIMES 07 AUG 12) ... Damien Cave and Dalal Mawad 

BEIRUT, Lebanon — The defection of Syria’s prime 
minister, Riyad Farid Hijab, began like so many others: with 
coded conversations and furtive planning. He began 
discussing the idea of fleeing, an aide said, as soon as 
President Bashar al-Assad strong-armed him into taking the 
job in June. In recent days, he worked to get his extended 
family out. Then, early Monday, the prime minister slipped 
out of Damascus under cover of darkness with his wife and 
four children, scrambling through the desert as a fugitive. 

At sunrise, he crossed into Ramtha, Jordan, shocking the 
Syrian government — which immediately claimed he had 
been fired — and spurring jubilation within a weary 
opposition. 

“This is a proof that the political basis of the regime is 
collapsing,” said Samir Nachar, a leader of the Syrian National 
Council, the main exile opposition group. “This is the 
momentum we needed to tell the political and military elite 
that it is time for them to jump off the sinking ship.” 

Mr. Hijab’s journey began when he climbed into a simple 
car with a driver who did not know his identity, according to 
an account provided by a Free Syrian Army commander, an 
activist at the Syria-Jordan border, and Mr. Hijab’s 
spokesman. He traveled down roads lined with rebel lookouts 
until he reached a contested stretch of border. Finally, he made 
his dramatic departure from Syria. 

The Assad government — nearly a year and a half into 
the conflict — remains surprisingly strong where it counts. Its 
powerful military pounded rebels again on Monday in Aleppo, 
Damascus and other cities, and many analysts question 
whether the defection of another Sunni leader, no matter his 
place in the hierarchy, is enough to swing the conflict to a 
conclusion. The war, after all, has already taken on a blunt 

rhythm of violence, sectarianism and revenge that does not 
necessarily respond to the finer pitches of politics and 
defection. 

And yet the scale of the Hijab defection — involving 10 
prominent Sunni families who escaped in small groups over 
the past week — suggests that Mr. Assad is losing the loyalty 
of Sunni political and security officials crucial to his minority 
government’s ability to hold power. 

His feared internal security apparatus also seems to be 
cracking. Mr. Hijab, the highest-level official to leave, was 
closely watched by the Assad government, which nonetheless 
failed to keep him from communicating with the opposition 
for months and arranging for dozens of relatives to leave 
Damascus, where government agents are concentrated. 

“This is someone who was very, very close, and they 
couldn’t keep him,” said Paul Salem, director of the Carnegie 
Center for the Middle East. He added that while the impact 
was not cataclysmic, “it’s a sign of advanced decrepitude.” 

“It’s a beginning of an endgame sort of thing,” he added. 
Mr. Hijab’s departure came less than a month after four 

members of Mr. Assad’s inner circle were killed in a bomb 
attack in Damascus that raised serious questions about the 
cohesiveness of the embattled government. On Monday, rebels 
struck again close to the leadership’s core, bombing the third 
floor of the government television and radio headquarters, 
which have been used to reassure the population that Mr. 
Assad remains in control. 

No one died this time, but the explosion — shown on 
Syrian television, where officials insisted it was insignificant 
— again highlighted the rebels’ ability to breach government 
institutions. 
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Defections highlight another vulnerability: betrayal within 
the ranks of supposed loyalists. Over the past few months, 
there has been a steady flow of high- and midlevel figures 
announcing that they have turned on the regime. In recent 
days, in addition to Mr. Hijab, Syria’s most famous astronaut, 
an air force officer named Ahmed Faris, fled to Turkey, 
pledging his loyalty to the opposition. 

In Washington, the White House spokesman, Jay Carney, 
said the defections were “a sign that Assad’s grip on power is 
loosening.” 

“That the titular head of the Syrian government has 
rejected the ongoing slaughter being carried out at Assad’s 
direction only reinforces that the Assad regime is crumbling 
from within and that the Syrian people believe that Assad’s 
days are numbered,” he said. 

Rebel leaders and defectors said that the process for 
leaving varied. In some cases, military officers have taken 
their allotted leave and have never returned to their units. 
Other defectors say they have falsified paperwork or used 
disguises to get through government checkpoints. In June, a 
Syrian Air Force pilot simply landed his fighter jet at an 
airport in Jordan. 

Most of the defectors have been members of the Sunni 
majority, breaking away from a government dominated by Mr. 
Assad’s Alawite minority. Mr. Hijab, who has served in 
government for most of his life after receiving a Ph.D. in 
agriculture, is typical. The well-educated head of a Sunni 
family drawn into government by Mr. Assad’s father in an 
effort to add legitimacy to his government, he benefited from 
the government’s patronage before finally rejecting it. 

Two of his brothers followed a similar path, with the 
opposition reporting that they held high positions at the 
Ministries of Oil and the Environment before they fled the 
country. And by leaving, said Sami Nader, a Lebanese 
political analyst, they are stripping Mr. Assad of his “Sunni 
veneer.” With the defection of such a senior-level Sunni 
family, Mr. Nader said, it will be harder for Mr. Assad to 
claim that his is a national government representing all 
Syrians. 

But few analysts, or even opposition leaders, seemed to 
believe that this latest high-profile defection would be 
anywhere near enough to end the conflict. The exuberance 
surrounding the early reports of Mr. Hijab’s defection partly 

reflected claims that at least two other cabinet-level officials 
would be joining him. 

Mohammad Otari, Mr. Hijab’s spokesman, said that was 
never true, and that the plan had always been limited to Mr. 
Hijab and his family. “There were no ministers involved,” he 
said. “There was no one left behind.” 

Rumors about some kind of high-level defection began to 
spread late last week. An activist in the border region of 
Dara’a said that government troops had subjected the area to 
intensified shelling while the army seemed to be on the hunt 
for someone important. 

“We heard they were looking for high-level officials,” he 
said. “They went in to every home along the border.” 

Mr. Otari said the full details of the escape would be 
provided later, after the Hijab family reached a location 
outside Jordan. But he said the most difficult challenge 
involved leaving Damascus and Mr. Hijab’s home in the 
upscale neighborhood of Mezze. Scores of government agents 
were watching. Mr. Hijab, Mr. Otari said, had taken the job of 
prime minister only after Mr. Assad issued a threat: “You take 
this position or you die.” 

Previously, Mr. Hijab had been the governor in the 
coastal province of Latakia. An activist who said he had dealt 
frequently with Mr. Hijab said he appeared to have been 
selected as prime minister because of his close relationship 
with Mr. Assad’s brother, Maher al-Assad. But during the 
initial protests last year, the activist said, Mr. Hijab seemed to 
have some sympathy for the opposition; he had agreed to keep 
the military and the police away from the first protests. 

Later, after arrests were made at subsequent 
demonstrations, Mr. Hijab helped in the release of 15 people. 
“He’s a good man,” said the activist, Rami, who declined to 
provide his full name because he feared reprisals. 

Malek al-Kurdi, the deputy commander of the Free Syrian 
Army, also said the defection was encouraging because “he 
has a clean record” and “is accepted by the Syrians.” 

Some analysts said he could have escaped only through 
bribery, paying off all the guards responsible for monitoring 
him. But Mr. Otari would say only that Mr. Hijab took 
enormous risks to declare his loyalty to the opposition. “It was 
the most dangerous and difficult defection that took place 
since the beginning of the revolution,” he said. “This defection 
breaks the back of the regime.” 
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12. U.S. Support Points To A New Era Of Military Co-Operation As China Flexes Its Muscles 
(THE GUARDIAN (UK) 07 AUG 12) ... Sunshine Lichauco de Leon 

MANILA, Philippines -- The U.S. is helping the 
Philippines to modernise and improve its military capability in 
the face of a growing confrontation with China over 
supremacy in the South China Sea. 

The Americans have already agreed to transfer two naval 
vessels to an underpowered Philippine navy, and deployment 
of fighter jets, a coastal radar system and even increased 
numbers of American troops on the ground in the Philippines 
are under discussion. 

The Philippines has several territorial disputes with China 
in the South China Sea, and while all sides know its armed 
forces will never be a match for China, the military moves are 
designed to give the country a "minimum credible defence 
position", officials say. 

The U.S. has transferred to its Pacific ally two 
decommissioned coastguard ships. The first, the Gregorio del 
Pilar, arrived in August 2011 and replaced a second world war 
vessel as the Philippine navy's biggest and newest ship. The 
second is expected to arrive this year. 

Officials familiar with defence and security policy have 
told the Guardian this may be the beginning of an era of 
greater military co-operation. Rodolfo Biazon, chair of the 
Philippine house committee on national defence, told the 
Guardian there were plans to buy "big-ticket items for the air 
force and navy". 

Lieutenant Colonel Miko Okol, spokesman for the 
Philippine air force, says surface attack aircraft, attack 
helicopters, long-range patrol aircraft and radar are among the 
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items already approved for purchase and soon to be put up for 
bid. A request for a squadron of F-16 aircraft has been made to 
U.S. defence officials. 

The Philippines may also receive help in upgrading its 
military equipment from U.S. allies such as Japan, South 
Korea and Australia. Ricky Carandang, the presidential 
communications secretary, says that talks are being held with 
Japan to acquire 12 patrol boats for the coastguard. The U.S. is 
also understood to be considering increasing its troop presence 
from current levels of around 600. 

The developments come as the scramble intensifies for 
control of the South China Sea, a crucial expanse of ocean 
with coastline in China, Vietnam, the Philippines, Taiwan, 
Malaysia and Brunei. 

China has been asserting its military power in recent 
years, claiming territorial rights over Scarborough Shoal and 
other island groupings. But Carandang says territorial issues 
are not the main reason for the drive to upgrade military 
capability. "If you look at our configurations, there is always a 
focus on primarily fighting internal threats since the late 
Marcos era," he explains. "Basically, we have allowed our 
external defence capabilities to deteriorate. Whether or not 
there was an issue with China, there was that need and the 
president recognised it." 

Prof Rommel Banlaoi, vice-president of the Philippine 
Association for Chinese Studies, says access to the sea lanes in 
the South China Sea is also an issue. Although the U.S. says it 
does not take a position on competing territorial claims, it does 
have an interest in maintaining freedom of navigation in the 
area for American ships, whether military, civilian or 
commercial. 

"In my opinion the U.S. is doing this because of the China 
challenge," says Banlaoi. "Of course it will not admit it - the 
U.S. also has interests in keeping a cordial relationship with 
China as an economic power. The U.S. fears that if China 
increases its influence in the area then it will affect the 
unhampered use of the waters in the South China Sea." 

Neri Colmenares, party list representative for the leftist 
Bayan Muna movement, believes efforts to make Philippines 
defence "credible" are in vain and will only serve to increase 
dependence on the U.S.: "We can spent a hundred years' 
budget on the armed forces of the Philippines and it will not 
make our defence credible against China," he says. "An 
increase in budget or capabilities is not the way forward . . . 
because the armed forces itself has not been reformed. It's still 
a corrupt and politicised body." 

Academics such as professor Benito Lim, a China 
specialist who teaches political science at Ateneo de Manila 
University, question the sincerity of American help, pointing 
out that China's defence system is stronger than all the military 
weaponry of the Asean countries combined. 

Referring to the Gregorio del Pilar, which was stripped of 
most of its weapons, he says: "Suppose the Americans know 
that China owns a machine gun, but they give the Philippines 
a kitchen knife - it makes the Philippines look ridiculous when 
confront the Chinese in the Scarborough Shoal. 

"Suppose they see Chinese ships enter the area of the 
contested islands. What can the Philippines do? Can they drive 
them out? They will probably just to do what they are doing 
now - say 'The Chinese are bullying us!'" 
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13. China, Japan Stretch Peace Pacts 
(ASIA TIMES ONLINE 07 AUG 12) ... Kosuke Takahashi 

TOKYO - Asia's two giants, China and Japan, are playing 
a dangerous game, each indicating they are prepared to use 
force in defense of islands they both claim as their own. 

With a side glance at China expanding its effective 
control of the disputed Paracel and Spratly islands in the South 
China Sea, Japan has been taking a stronger rhetorical stand 
against Beijing to protect its own sovereignty. 

Japanese Prime Minister Yoshihiko Noda on July 26 said 
in the Diet (parliament) that if necessary the Self-Defense 
Forces (SDF) can be mobilized to defend the contested 
Senkaku/Diaoyu Islands in the East China Sea, which are 
controlled by Japan but claimed by China and Taiwan. 

The following day, Defense Minister Satoshi Morimoto 
also said that "action by the SDF is secured by law in cases 
where the Japan Coast Guard or police cannot respond" and 
that sending the SDF to the uninhabited isles would be "a 
reasonable measure" under the country's legal framework. 

Moreover, Japan's 2012 Defence White Paper, published 
by the Japanese Ministry of Defense on July 31, raised strong 
concerns over China's military build-up, especially its naval 
expansion. It pointed out for the first time that "Chinese 
government ships have also been observed, which were 
engaged in monitoring activities for protection of its maritime 
rights and interests. Moreover, advancements to the Pacific 
Ocean by Chinese naval surface vessels are being routinely 
conducted." 

China didn't remain silent. On the same day, Senior 
Colonel Geng Yansheng, a Chinese defense ministry 
spokesman, quickly gave a rebuttal by saying that "the 
Japanese authorities have recently made a series of 
irresponsible remarks regarding the Diaoyu islands ... 
Safeguarding the nation's sovereignty and [Chinese] maritime 
interests is the joint responsibility of all state organs including 
the military. We will work closely with the other organs and 
conscientiously fulfill our duty." 

This is a very big - and dangerous - departure from the 
previous common principle that both governments have 
shared, which is that the two nations should refrain from the 
threat or use of force against territorial integrity. 

For example, specifically, Article 6 of the Japan-China 
Joint Communique of 1972, signed by then prime ministers 
Kakuei Tanaka and Zhou Enlai, said as follows. 

The Government of Japan and the Government of the 
People's Republic of China agree to establish relations of 
perpetual peace and friendship between the two countries on 
the basis of the principles of mutual respect for sovereignty 
and territorial integrity, mutual non-aggression, non-
interference in each other's internal affairs, equality and 
mutual benefit and peaceful co-existence. 

The two Governments confirm that, in conformity with 
the foregoing principles and the principles of the Charter of 
the United Nations, Japan and China shall in their mutual 
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relations settle all disputes by peaceful means and shall refrain 
from the use or threat of force. 

In addition, Article 1 of the Japan-China Treaty of Peace 
and Friendship of 1978 also confirmed non-use of their 
militaries. 

The Contracting Parties shall develop relations of 
perpetual peace and friendship between the two countries on 
the basis of the principles of mutual respect for sovereignty 
and territorial integrity, mutual non-aggression, non-
interference in each other's internal affairs, equality and 
mutual benefit and peaceful co-existence. 

The Contracting Parties confirm that, in conformity with 
the foregoing principles and the principles of the Charter of 
the United Nations, they shall in their mutual relations settle 
all disputes by peaceful means and shall refrain from the use 
or threat of force. 

While the rhetoric on both sides seems a case of bluffing, 
implying that force could be used appears to breach previous 
pacts. 

There is considerable argument over who is responsible 
for the current state of relations between Japan and China. 

While China has been accused of renewed assertiveness 
over its territorial claims in recent years, it was Japan that re-
ignited a long-simmering territorial dispute over the 
Senkaku/Diaoyu islands in April. 

Tokyo Governor Shintaro Ishihara said the metropolitan 
government would buy three of the Senkaku Islands' five main 
islands from a private landowner. Driven by Ishihara's 
populist campaign, Noda announced a government plan to 
nationalize the three islands. 

Observers say Noda has used the island purchase plan to 
help buoy approval ratings, which have plunged to a low of 
22% since he took power last September. The opposition 
Liberal Democratic Party is threatening to call a no-
confidence vote on Noda, with political fortunes suffering 
over a split within his ruling Democratic Party of Japan related 
to his plan to double the sales tax to 10% by 2015. 

China's Foreign Ministry on July 7 called Japan's plan to 
nationalize the islands "unlawful and invalid,” saying "the 
Chinese government will continue to take necessary measures 
to firmly protect its sovereignty over the islands." 

This was not a bluff. Beijing moved into action, sending 
three government fishing patrol ships to Japanese-claimed 
waters off the Senkaku Islands, prompting Japanese Foreign 
Minister Koichiro Gemba to lodge a "strong" protest with his 
Chinese counterpart, Yang Jiechi. 

For Tokyo, the responsibility for the current tensions lies 
with Beijing. Japanese vividly remember China's tactics in the 
wake of similar territorial disputes, including the temporary 
suspension of exports of rare earths to Japan following a spat 
over the Senkaku Islands in the fall of 2010. 

China's approach to territorial disputes in the South China 
Sea, particularly with Vietnam and the Philippines, has also 
alarmed Japan. 

China's Central Military Commission in late July 
approved the deployment of a division-level military garrison 

to "Sansha City" on Woody Island - one of the Chinese-
controlled Paracel Islands - in the north of the contested 
maritime region. The jurisdiction of "Sansha,” officially 
incorporated last month, covers the entirety of China's claims 
in the South China Sea. 

State-run newspaper Xinhua reported on July 31 that the 
Sansha garrison is responsible for "defense mobilization, 
militia reserves, the relationship between the garrison and 
local government as well as the city guard, support for the 
city’s disaster rescue and relief work, and direct militia and 
reserve troops in the city of Sansha.” 

The Stronger Force 
A Chinese military official recently told English-language 

state-run newspaper the Global Times that the Japan Maritime 
Self-Defense Force (JMSDF) is stronger than the People's 
Liberation Army Navy. He also accused Japan of stirring up 
the China threat while modernizing its army under the 
patronage of the United States. 

The JMSDF is largely viewed as the second-strongest 
destroyer navy in the world, surpassed only by the U.S., as it 
boasts six Aegis-quipped destroyers and two state-of-the-art 
helicopter carriers. 

Quality is more important than quantity in today's military 
world. Lacking high-tech warships with the so-called 
Command, Control, Communications, Computers and 
Integration (C4I) System, China would struggle to win a naval 
battle against Japan's forces. This means China is more likely 
to be engaged in territorial disputes in the South China Sea 
than the East China Sea in coming years. 

Ma’s Proposal 
Seemingly concerned as Japan and China headed for an 

all-out confrontation, Taiwanese President Ma Ying-jeou on 
August 5 proposed a peace initiative to address the territorial 
disputes over the Senkaku Islands, know in Taiwan as the 
Tiaoyutai Islands. 

"We proposed the East China Sea Peace Initiative to urge 
all sides to seriously face the possible impact of this territorial 
dispute on the peace and security of the East China Sea," Ma 
said. 

Ma called on all parties to refrain from taking antagonistic 
actions, to shelve their differences, to not abandon dialogue, to 
observe international law and to resolve the dispute via 
peaceful means. 

Tokyo and Beijing in May started a first session of talks 
on maritime affairs to manage conflicts and properly handle 
relevant issues, but the initiative is still in its infancy. There 
remains much room for improvement in accordance with Ma’s 
proposal. 

As the territorial disputes fuel nationalism and a "victim 
mentality" on both sides, politicians and military officers are 
exploiting the issue to boost their popularity and power bases. 
Japan and China need to take swift steps to break the spiral of 
mistrust. Otherwise, the situation could deteriorate further, 
delivering a blow to Asia's chances of being the epicenter of 
global growth in the 21st century. 
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14. A First: U.S. Allowed To Check Indian Warship 
New Delhi Allows 'Intrusive' Inspection of Indian Warship by U.S. for 1st Time 
(KOLKATA TELEGRAPH (INDIA) 06 AUG 12) ... Sujan Dutta 

NEW DELHI -- India has for the first time permitted the 
U.S. to inspect an Indian warship to ensure that the navy was 
not distorting its use, a senior source in the defence 
establishment has confirmed to The Telegraph. 

This is the first time that India permitted an "intrusive" 
inspection of one of its key military platforms by foreigners. 

Ironically, the first inspection in the country has happened 
under defence minister A.K. Antony's watch even though he is 
particularly touchy on the subject of defence relations with the 
U.S. 

But instead of allowing the U.S. "Golden Sentry" team to 
board and examine the equipment, the Indian Navy removed 
the equipment from the warship -- also imported from the U.S. 
-- and asked the inspectors from Pentagon to check them at a 
different location. 

The navy is still queasy and uncomfortable about 
allowing foreign inspectors to check its platforms. But it was 
complying with the provisions of an End-User Monitoring 
Agreement that India standardised with the U.S. in 2009. 

Asked about the inspection, an Indian defence ministry 
source said: "This is really a matter for the navy and it is not 
up to us. We are not aware of it." 

An Indian navy source said: "We are complying with 
what was agreed between governments," but he declined to 
call the inspection "intrusive.” 

Queried by The Telegraph, a U.S. embassy official said: 
"These (such inspections) are really in the domain of 
government-to-government relations between India and the 
U.S. and in accordance with legal requirements." 

The inspection took place in late 2011. Since then, the 
Indian Navy has refitted the INS Jalashva -- formerly the USS 
Trenton. Much of the new electronic equipment such as 
navigational aids have been manufactured in India's own 
defence public sector undertakings like Bharat Electronics 
Limited. 

The INS Jalashva (L41) was known as the USS Trenton 
before the Indian Navy inducted it in its eastern fleet in June 
2007 at a cost of about $50 million plus about $40 million for 
six helicopters. 

The purchase of the USS Trenton was red-flagged by the 
comptroller and auditor general in a March 2008 report. 

The equipment the U.S. inspectors asked to check were 
night-vision devices used by the INS Jalashva landing 
platform dock and its six onboard UH-3H Seaking maritime 
utility transport helicopters. 

Distinctly uncomfortable with the U.S. request to inspect 
the equipment, the navy at first tried to fob it off. But then 
reached a compromise. 

The navy told the U.S. inspectors that it would remove the 
components from the Jalashva that is based at the eastern fleet 
headquarters in Vishakhapatnam where they could be 
checked. 

It is understood that the devices were removed from the 
ship and the helicopters and taken to an airfield/helipad where 
the inspection was carried out. 

The Pentagon's Defence Sales Cooperation Agency 
(DSCA) classified night-vision devices as highly sensitive 
equipment. Modern night-vision devices used on warships are 
sophisticated digitised machinery packed into waterproof 
containers with telescopic sights. 

An image intensifier highlights the target being sighted 
and magnifies it to a level of light that allows the trained 
human eye to interpret them. The digital records of the images 
sighted through the device can be logged. Theoretically, an 
inspector can go through the logs to check the images that 
have been sighted and recorded. 

India has signed or has in the pipeline $10 billion of U.S.-
origin military hardware. Each of the projects is liable to be 
inspected under the U.S.' Arms Export Control Act 
administered by the Pentagon's DSCA that has to submit 
"annual compliance reports.” 

The U.S. has end-user agreements with about 80 countries 
but it is still politically unpalatable in many countries. 

Military equipment, such as the INS Jalashva, purchased 
through a government-to-government fo reign military sales 
programme are subject to inspections under the Pentagon's 
"Golden Sentry" programme that dispatches "Tiger Teams" to 
do the job. 

Direct commercial sales of military hardware by U.S.-
based companies to India are subject to inspections under a 
programme called "Blue Lantern.” 
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15. Russia To Set Up Naval Infrastructure In Arctic – Patrushev 
(RIA NOVOSTI 06 AUG 12) 

KRASNOYARSK -- Russia will create several 
infrastructure hubs along the Northern Sea Route in the Arctic 
to be used as temporary stations for Russian warships and 
border guard vessels, Security Council chief Nikolai Patrushev 
said on Monday. 

The authorities have drafted a list of “key double-purpose 
sites in remote areas of the Arctic seas along the Northern Sea 
Route” to enable “temporary stationing of Russian Navy 
warships and vessels operated by the Federal Security 
Service’s Border Guard Department,” Patrushev said during a 
meeting with officials in Siberia. 

The Northern Sea Route stretches along Russia’s Arctic 
coast from Murmansk on the Barents Sea to the Bering Strait 
in the Far East. 

The plans are in line with Russia’s Arctic doctrine, 
approved in 2008, which outlines state policies aimed at 
maintaining Russia’s role as a “major Arctic nation” and 
strengthening security and stability in the region. Russia is 
planning to deploy a combined-arms force by 2020 to guard 
its political and economic interests in the Arctic. 

Patrushev noted on Monday that work on issues related to 
the creation of the Arctic stations was being delayed. 

“It was proposed to create an exploratory group, carry out 
working trips along the Northern Sea Route, work out a 
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relevant legal basis – but much of this has still not been done,” 
he said. 

The Arctic, believed to have vast untapped natural 
resources, has increasingly been at the center of disputes 
between the United States, Russia, Canada, Norway, and 
Denmark in recent years as rising temperatures lead to a 
reduction in sea ice, providing access to lucrative offshore oil 
and gas deposits. 

In April, the Russian government unveiled plans to spend 
around 1.3 trillion rubles ($44 billion) on economic and social 
projects in the Arctic before 2020. According to the Russian 
Ministry for Regional Development, the projects will include 

the creation of new transportation corridors and the 
development of new hydrocarbon deposits and social 
infrastructure in the region. 

The private sector is expected to contribute some 80 
billion rubles ($2.7 billion) to the projects. 

Patrushev said on Monday a set of tax regulation 
proposals designed to boost business activities in Russia’s 
Arctic zone had been handed over to the government. Some 
amendments have already been introduced to Russian laws 
regulating commercial navigation along the Northern Sea 
Route, he added. 
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16. Poland Wants Own Segment In U.S. Missile Defense 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 06 AUG 12) 

WARSAW, Poland -- Poland's president says his nation 
should build its own protective segment within the missile 
defense system the U.S. is planning to develop in Europe. 

In an interview with Monday's issue of Wprost magazine, 
confirmed by his office, President Bronislaw Komorowski 
says he will propose a plan for Poland's own land and air 
defense system. 

President Barack Obama wants to place land and sea-
based radars and interceptors in several European locations as 
a shield against possible missile attack from Iran. The early 
phases of the plan call for using Aegis radars on ships and a 
more powerful radar based in Turkey. Later phases call for 
moving Aegis radars to Romania and Poland. 

Poland, Romania and Turkey have signed basing 
agreements and the plan is backed by NATO. 
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PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
17. Navy Personnel Command Leaders To Meet With Norfolk-Based Sailors 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 06 AUG 12) ... Navy Personnel Command Public Affairs 

MILLINGTON, Tenn. -- Representatives from Navy 
Personnel Command's fleet engagement team will be in 
Norfolk, Aug. 13-16 to meet with Sailors and discuss the latest 
personnel policies and initiatives impacting the fleet. 

"The visit is intended to ensure command leadership 
teams understand current manpower programs as well as 
promote the professional and personal development of our 
Sailors," said Capt. Steve Holmes, Bureau of Naval Personnel, 
director, community management branch. "These visits are 
also an excellent opportunity to get feedback directly from the 
fleet." 

The team will discuss recently announced initiatives like 
Limited Directed Detailing, Chief Petty Officer (CPO) Early 
Return to Sea, as well as Voluntary Sea Duty Program, all 
designed to ensure high-priority billets at sea are manned. 

Additional briefs will focus on Navy force management 
initiatives including Fleet Ride Perform-to-Serve (FR-PTS), 
enlisted and officer community health and recent changes to 
Career Management System Interactive Detailing (CMS/ID) 

the web-based program enlisted Sailors use to review and 
apply for permanent change of station (PCS) orders. 

The changes to CMS/ID are part of the Navy's 
coordinated effort to aggressively address gaps at sea and 
place Sailors with the right experience levels and skill sets into 
high-priority Fleet billets. Detailers will fill all advertised 
billets each cycle so it is important that Sailors understand 
how this may impact them. 

The team will conduct briefs at Naval Station Norfolk, 
Aug. 13 and 14; Naval Air Station Oceana, Aug. 15; and on 
board USS Bataan (LHD 5), Aug. 16. Sailors should contact 
their command career counselor for times and locations. 

"The briefs are designed to provide information needed to 
make informed career decision. They target leadership and 
Sailors to give each the information needed in the current 
operating environment," said Holmes. 

Spouses are also encouraged to attend. The team will 
meet with Sailors in Pensacola, Fla. later this month. 
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18. NADAP Seeks Sailors Opinions 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 06 AUG 12) ... Navy Personnel Command Public Affairs 

MILLINGTON, Tenn. -- A Navy-wide survey was 
launched Aug. 6 to learn more about Sailors' alcohol use and 
the best ways to communicate abuse prevention and 
responsible use of alcohol messages, according to the Navy 
Alcohol and Drug Abuse Prevention (NADAP) Office 
director. 

The survey is completely anonymous, according to Dorice 
Favorite, director, NADAP program, and will take only five to 
eight minutes to finish. 

"Every Sailor's feedback will be invaluable in helping to 
shape the messages we create, to determine the appropriate 
communication tactics, and identify effective tools to use to 
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help prevent alcohol abuse in the Navy," said Dorice Favorite, 
director, NADAP program. 

The "Right Spirit" campaign was created in 1995 and 
focused on alcohol abuse prevention education, de-
glamorization of alcohol use, alternatives to drinking, and 
clear and enforceable policy guidance from commanders. As a 
result, the Navy's "responsible use" policy on alcohol has led 
to an overall steady decline in alcohol use by Sailors. 

"It is time to effectively revamp the Navy Right Spirit 
campaign," said Favorite. "NADAP is conducting qualitative 
and quantitative research to identify knowledge, attitude, 
behaviors, and practices associated with alcohol abuse in the 
Navy. Sailors have changed since we started the "Right Spirit" 

program and we need a communications campaign that grows 
with them." 

Sailors responses to the survey will help to inform a new 
social marketing campaign aimed at reducing alcohol abuse in 
the Navy. 

To take the survey, visit 
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/Z3LNH7P. 

The survey password is "Navy." The password is case 
sensitive. For security purposes, participants can only take the 
survey once from an IP address, which protects the integrity of 
the data. 

The survey will be online until Aug. 27. 
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19. #SAAM: Sexual Assault Prevention And Response Team Visits Ike 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 06 AUG 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Yasmine T. Muhammad, USS Dwight D. 
Eisenhower Public Affairs 

USS DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER, At Sea -- A Sexual 
Assault Prevention and Response (SAPR) team visited USS 
Dwight D. Eisenhower (CVN 69) (Ike) to train leadership 
about how to prevent sexual assault, Aug. 4. 

The prevention of sexual assault is a high priority of the 
Navy and 30 teams were created by the chief of naval 
operations to spread sexual assault awareness throughout the 
fleet. 

There are three levels of the sexual assault training. 
SAPR-Leadership (L) for the leadership, SAPR-Fleet (F) for 
training the rest of the fleet, and bystander intervention that is 
given between boot camp and A-school which covers how to 
properly intervene if they witness sexual assault happening in 
the future. 

"This training focuses on zero tolerance for inappropriate 
behavior of any kind," said Capt. Clark Price, one of the 
facilitators of the SAPR training. "If you see an incident 
occurring, report it. Sailors need to know that their command 
will support them if they come forward with information." 

The purpose of the SAPR training is to make sure Sailors 
are aware that sexual assault does in fact happen in the Navy 
in the hopes of significantly impacting the problem. According 
to Price, there are at least three sexual assaults per day that are 
reported in the Navy. The amount that is not reported is 
estimated to be about 54 percent, which means about six or 
seven Sailors are sexually assaulted per day. 

"Two thirds of the incidents are blue-on-blue and one 
third of those are senior on junior," said Price. "We have to get 
the word out. This isn't one of those trainings where we are 
only trying to get our annual check in the block. This is here to 
stay. We are really going to try to eliminate this from the 
Navy." 

To accomplish this goal, the SAPR training team will 
educate command leadership through SAPR-L. After the 
training team leaves the command, it will be up to command 
leadership to continue to train the crew on sexual assault 
through SAPR-F so that everyone is familiar with what to do 
if they encounter sexual assault in the Navy. It is hoped that 
this increased awareness will lead to the end of the problem. 

"If we are in fact going to eliminate sexual assault in the 
United States Navy, we really have to get out and educate our 
Sailors," said Master Chief (SW/AW) Dominic Musso, 
command master chief for the Naval Education Training 
Command N-7 division. "We must make them aware and 
provide them with the tools to prevent sexual assault. As 
leadership, we have to set and model the desired behavior and 
keep sexual assault awareness prevention and response as a 
top priority in our daily lives." 

Eisenhower is deployed to the U.S. 5th Fleet area of 
operation conducting maritime security operations, theater 
security cooperation efforts and support missions as part of 
Operation Enduring Freedom. 
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20. Chief Of Navy Chaplains Observes SAPR Training, Graduation At Great Lakes 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 06 AUG 12) ... Sue Krawczyk, Training Support Center Public Affairs 

GREAT LAKES, Ill. -- The chief of Navy chaplains 
visited Training Support Center (TSC), Great Lakes Aug. 1-3 
to get a firsthand look at TSC's efforts to raise sexual assault 
awareness and prevention among the Sailors. 

Rear Adm. Mark L. Tidd observed bystander intervention 
and Sexual Assault Prevention and Response (SAPR) training 
as well as a presentation of "No Zebras, No Excuses," a 
Central Michigan University production aimed at challenging 
sexual assault myths and stereotypes. 

"Sexual Assault impacts every one of us, from the Sailor 
victimized to command morale and mission," Tidd said. "One 
incident means everyone's workload goes up. The key word is 

respect. By respecting each other's personal boundaries we 
ensure that we have everyone's best interests in mind." 

"No Zebras" is the first program to focus on bystander 
mentality, addressing the impact of intervention on situations 
of sexual aggression. It stresses sexual aggression can no 
longer be ignored, empowering students to stand up, take a 
stand, and help keep others safe. 

The title of "No Zebras" is a reference as to when zebras 
are attacked by lions; they watch their own get eaten. "No 
Zebras" is a way of saying, when it comes to sexual assault, 
don't be a zebra - don't stand by why others are being preyed 
upon; act and keep predators at bay. 
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"As sexual assault hurts shipmates and affects readiness, 
this topic is so important that Navy wide training has been 
instituted," Tidd said. 

Following the presentations, Tidd met with TSC chaplains 
to offer his insights of their efforts. 

"I'm impressed by the impact and participation in the 
whole SAPR program because the chaplains and religious 
program specialists (RPs) are a huge resource for the 
command and that's true anywhere in the Navy," Tidd said. "If 
it's true anywhere else it's absolutely true here. I'm impressed 
by their commitment in taking care of our people, to serving 
our Sailors, to serving our leadership and supporting each 
other in this, as well to all the civilians who are very involved 
in this as well." 

Cmdr. Lynn Peterson, command chaplain of TSC, 
describes the role of the chaplains at TSC as a support system. 
The chaplains are those with whom a victim can sit down with 
to discuss their issues and feel safe, she explained. 

"We're sometimes the only people who will take that time 
and say, 'Let's just talk about it,'" Peterson said. "Whether it's 
an actual victim, a family member of a victim, or a friend of 
victim, we're involved in all those kinds of things. We are the 
counselors." 

According to Peterson, the frequency of higher level of 
sexual assaults among the students is down, however, the 
lower level of assaults - such as inappropriate groping - are 
still occurring. 

"We are getting that word out. People are watching out 
for each other," Peterson said. 

Peterson believes Tidd understands her plea to provide 
TSC's chaplains with additional training. 

"He is appreciative of what we are doing here because we 
are the pilot people in a lot of ways, the test programs," 
Peterson said. "Our chaplains are trusted here and we're 
engaged in the process." 

Tidd wrapped up his visit with the chaplains by 
expressing his assurance in providing what is needed for a 
successful SAPR program. 

"As Chief of Chaplains, I am committed to leading every 
chaplain and RP toward active engagement in Sexual Assault 
Prevention and Response, and equipping them to provide the 
highest quality pastoral care to all Sailors and family members 
affected by sexual assault incidences," Tidd said. 

While on Naval Station Great Lakes, Tidd also served as 
the reviewing officer for the Pass-In-Review (PIR) graduation 
ceremony in the Recruit Training Command's (RTC) USS 
Midway Ceremonial Drill Hall, during which 841 recruits, 
after completing recruit training requirements, became Sailors. 

"I consider it a true honor to be the reviewing officer at 
the RTC graduation," said Tidd. "Today's Sailors are the most 
technologically savvy and employ a high level of insight and 
awareness. We are a high-IQ Navy." 

Before graduation, Tidd visited some of RTC's most 
distinctive structures including the 173,000 square-foot, three-
story physical fitness training facility, Freedom Hall, as well 
as the Navy's largest training simulator, USS Trayer (BST-21). 

Trayer, a 210-foot-long replica of an Arleigh Burke-class 
destroyer, is a state-of-the-art training facility using theme 
park special effects technology to simulate a variety of 
shipboard emergencies including shipboard fires and 
compartment flooding. On board Trayer, recruits must 
successfully complete the Battle Stations, a grueling 12-hour 
event during which recruits complete 17 different shipboard 
scenarios, before finishing recruit training. 

"It is likely that our latest graduates are willing to trust 
their twitting and tweeting over other, more established 
influences. Just as the human body needs time to recover from 
injury or illness, our youngest shipmates need to remember 
that life takes time, and relationships take more than 140 
characters to develop and grow, said Tidd. "Today's 
technological priorities impact other equally important areas, 
such as personal and work relationships, spirituality, and 
emotional well-being." 

Tidd also toured other RTC facilities, including the Small 
Arms Marksmanship Trainer and the command's in-processing 
facility, the Golden Thirteen. This facility, named for the U.S. 
Navy's first 13 African-American officers, is where all recruits 
are sent to in-process into the Navy upon arrival at RTC. He 
also visited a recruit barracks, or ship, to see where recruits 
live, study and eat. 

At the PIR, the chief of chaplains welcomed the 
graduating recruits and their family members to the Navy. 

"Get ready for one of the greatest adventures of your 
life!" Tidd said. "Take advantage of what the Navy has to 
offer you, and strive for excellence in your service in the 
Navy." 
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FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
21. Navy Tests Ocean Drones In RI's Narragansett Bay 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 07 AUG 12) ... Michael Melia 

NEWPORT, R.I. -- I Just beneath the placid, sailboat-
dotted surface of Narragansett Bay, torpedo-shaped vehicles 
spin and pivot to their own rhythm, carrying out missions 
programmed by their U.S. Navy masters. 

The bay known as a playground for the rich is the testing 
ground for the Naval Undersea Warfare Center in Newport, 
where the Navy is working toward its goal of achieving a 
squadron of self-driven, undersea vehicles. 

One of the gadgets recently navigated its own way from 
Woods Hole, Mass., to Newport, completing several pre-set 
tasks in what the military calls an unprecedented feat. 

Technology under consideration by the military is often 
tested aboard cylinder-shaped vehicles with a diameter of 
about 20 inches. But the center also tests its own prototypes, 
including one dubbed Razor, which can propel itself by using 
flippers, like a turtle, for stealth. 

The Navy hopes its drones will eventually pilot 
themselves across oceans. The vehicles are already used to 
detect mines and map the ocean floor and, with tweaks over 
the next several years, the military says they will be applied 
more to intelligence gathering and, in the more distant future, 
anti-submarine warfare. 
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"We do see these autonomous undersea vehicles as game 
changers," said Christopher Egan, a program manager at 
NUWC. 

Compared with aerial drones, the undersea vehicles can 
be challenging to control from a distance. The water distorts 
the transmission of signals, and the drones have to contend 
with boat traffic, swirling currents, and obstacles on the ocean 
floor. 

They are typically powered by batteries, but their 
endurance has been sharply limited by the lack of a stronger 
power source that will allow for safe handling by sailors who 
deploy and collect the devices aboard submarines. 

With advances in alternative energy sources, particularly 
fuel cells, the Navy says it is close to achieving a fully 
independent drone. By 2017, the Navy aims to have a large, 
unmanned vehicle that can stay out for 70 days. Within the 
next decade, it wants to field its first full squadron. 

"We've seen the advances of unmanned aerial vehicles 
and what that provides to the war fighter," said Navy Capt. 
Brian Howes, who is involved in planning for the vehicles as 
commander of Submarine Development Squadron 5 in 
Washington state. "We're pushing the technology to have the 
same leap for our unmanned undersea vehicles." 

In a time of tight federal budgets, the Navy also sees 
drones as a cost-effective way to extend the reach of its 
submarine fleet, which has been gradually shrinking in size 
since the end of the Cold War. 

Norman Friedman, a New York-based naval analyst, said 
the unmanned undersea vehicles — or UUVs — are a 
necessary investment. Whether they deliver on their promise, 
he said, will depend on success at finding the right power 
plant. 

"The big obstacle is going to be energy," he said. "I don't 
get the feeling anyone has jumped up and said this is not a 
problem anymore." 

The bay is perfect environment with shallow water, varied 
features on the bottom and commercial traffic, Egan said. At 
times, however, the engineers have to contend with 
interference from pleasure boaters, including one man who 
was approached by a Navy vessel after trying to grab a vehicle 
near the surface. 

"We've had occasional interactions where a boat operator 
sees an opportunity to maybe snap up a cool device," Egan 
said. "We've had to deter them on occasion." 

The Navy has used unmanned vehicles to simulate enemy 
submarines for training purposes since the 1970s, but officials 
say they have made dramatic leaps in autonomy. 

The vehicle that completed the 26-hour voyage from Cape 
Cod to Newport in October 2010, for example, plotted its own 
course without relying on GPS positioning or other 
communications, Egan said. Guiding itself by features on the 
sea floor, it passed through the pylons of a bridge, 
circumnavigated the island of Jamestown and surfaced in a 
pre-determined spot inside the harbor. 

The laboratory at the Naval Undersea Warfare Center, 
which has 65 engineers and scientists dedicated to UUVs, 
works closely with private companies, academic institutions 
and other government agencies involved in similar research. 
The gadgets have a wide range of applications beyond the 
military, as demonstrated last year by vehicles that recovered 
the flight data recorder from an Air France plane that crashed 
in the mid-Atlantic. 

The submarine community is particularly eager to see 
what the vehicles can do. Electric Boat in Groton, Conn., has 
designed a module to help future attack subs deploy and 
recover the drones, transporting them through the payload 
tubes. 

"If you can do reconnaissance with multiple UUVs or one 
UUV, then in effect you extend the area the submarine 
touches," Friedman said. 

View Gallery (5 Photos) 
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22. A Twist Of The Wrist - How To Drive An X-47B 
(AVIATION WEEK 06 AUG 12) ... Graham Warwick 

Standing off to one side at last week's press unveiling of 
the U.S. Navy's X-47B unmanned combat aircraft system 
demonstrator at NAS Patuxent River was a guy with what 
looked like a Borg cybernetic implant on his arm. 

In fact, it was the wireless hand controller for 
maneuvering the X-47B on the aircraft-carrier deck. 

The battery-powered device uses an RF data link to 
control nosewheel steering, engine thrust, mainwheel brakes 
and tailhook, and provides a display, keys and lights to 
communicate aircraft status to the operator maneuvering the 
unmanned X-47B on the flight deck. 

Initial deck handling trials are planned for this week on 
the ramp at Pax using air vehicle 2. The operator will stand 
directly behind the "yellow shirt" flight-deck director, both of 
them looking at the aircraft, and follow the director's hand 
signals to maneuver the X-47B. 

Using the hand controller, the deck operator will 
maneuver the X-47B on to the catapult, run up the engine to 

tension the cat, initiate a control "wipe out" to check the flight-
control surfaces are clear and indicate the aircraft is ready to 
launch, then hand over control to the mission operator below 
decks. 

On landing, once the aircraft has caught the wire, sensed 
the deceleration and reduced the engine to idle, the deck 
controller with take command of the X-47B from the mission 
operator, raise the hook and maneuver the aircraft off the wire 
and out of the way of the next to land. 

AV-2 conducted the 35min first flight from Pax on July 
29, beginning the East Coast work-up to the first unmanned-
aircraft carrier operations in 2013. AV-1 is getting a new 
software load and will begin carrier-suitability testing with 
shore-based catapult launches and arrested landings at Pax late 
this fall. 

View Gallery (3 Photos) 
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23. State Firms Could Benefit From Senate Defense Bill 
(MILWAUKEE JOURNAL SENTINEL 06 AUG 12) ... Thomas Content 

Military programs that are creating shipbuilding and 
clean-tech jobs in Wisconsin received a boost last week in 
Congress. 

In deliberations over the federal 2013 budget, the Senate 
Appropriations Committee voted unanimously to approve 
$604.5 billion in funding for the Department of Defense. Of 
interest to Wisconsin is an appropriation for two Navy ships 
that would be built in the state by Marinette Marine Corp., as 
well a biofuels program for the Navy that could lead to 
funding for a Madison-based renewable biofuels developer, 
Virent Inc. 

The committee approved $1.785 billion in the fiscal 2013 
defense budget for construction of four littoral combat ships, 
two of which would be built in Wisconsin and two of which 
would be built by Austal USA of Mobile, Ala. 

The appropriations committee's 30-0 vote is for military 
spending in the fiscal year that starts Oct. 1. The budget bill 
now must be considered by the full Senate. 

Marinette is part of a consortium along with Lockheed 
Martin and the Navy architectural firm Gibbs & Cox. The 
team won a Navy contract in 2010 to build 10 of the warships 
over five years, while Austal was awarded contracts to build 
10 on its own. 

After adding hundreds of jobs over the past year, 
Marinette employs about 1,400 workers. The Navy contract is 
credited with adding thousands of jobs, both at the shipyard 
and with 700 suppliers in 43 states, including more than 120 
Wisconsin companies. 

Marinette completed construction of its second littoral 
combat ship in June. 

Littoral combat ships are designed to patrol close to shore. 
Their primary focus is to be used within 200 miles of 
shorelines to neutralize pirates, mines and other threats. 

"It's been gratifying to be part of this project to bring a 
significant commitment of good jobs to Wisconsin for the 

Navy's next generation of ships," U.S. Sen. Herb Kohl (D-
Wis.) said in a statement. "My hope is that this investment will 
be felt throughout our state, among suppliers and other support 
services needed by the shipyard." 

The same committee also voted to provide $70 million in 
funding for a Navy drop-in biofuels program that's a joint 
project of the military and the Energy and Agriculture 
departments. 

Funding for the program had stalled earlier this summer 
amid concerns raised by key Republicans including Sen. John 
McCain (R-Ariz.) about the role the military should play in 
funding biofuels industry efforts. 

On Thursday, the Senate Appropriations Committee 
approved the 2013 Defense budget and appropriated $70 
million for the Navy biofuels program. Funding is through the 
Defense Production Act, a military initiative that in the past 
has been used to boost domestic production of steel, 
aluminum, and semiconductors. 

Virent's sugar-to-fuel chemical conversion technology 
could be a candidate for funding under the program. The 10-
year-old firm's technology is based on research findings at the 
University of Wisconsin-Madison. 

The company has announced a plan to build a biorefinery 
in the next few years. 

Michael McAdams, who heads the Advanced Biofuels 
Association, a trade group that includes Virent, said the 
military's use of Defense Production Act authority can help 
encourage private investment to build biorefineries. 

"Private companies have made substantial investments 
and rapid progress in researching and developing advanced 
biofuels," McAdams said in a statement. "Building new 
advanced biofuel biorefineries requires large capital 
investments at a time when capital formation has been 
hampered by the recent economic downturn." 
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24. U.S. Spending Bills Suddenly Irrelevant 
(DEFENSE NEWS 06 AUG 12) ... Kate Brannen 

Rather than try to pass appropriations bills for fiscal 2013, 
U.S. congressional leaders have decided instead to pass a six-
month-long stopgap spending measure that would keep 
funding at 2012 levels until the end of March. 

This is bad news for defense companies and Pentagon 
officials who track the defense appropriations bills, trying to 
understand what they can expect for funding in the upcoming 
fiscal year. 

While the Senate Appropriations Committee passed a 
$604.5 billion defense bill Aug. 2, with an accompanying 
report of hundreds of pages of budget details, the spending bill 
offers little insight into next year’s budget landscape. 

The potential six-month stopgap measure, plus looming 
automatic spending cuts, mean House and Senate 
appropriators are being stripped of much of their influence 
over the Pentagon’s budget. 

First, automatic spending cuts, including $54 billion extra 
from the Pentagon in 2013, loom over the government. Unless 
Congress can come up with an alternative way to reduce the 

deficit, the cuts will begin Jan. 2 under a process known as 
sequestration. 

If sequestration is allowed to happen, the work the Obama 
administration did in crafting the 2013 budget, and the 
adjustments made by the appropriators during mark-up 
sessions, would be wiped out. 

However, sequestration is not the only thing threatening 
to undo appropriators’ work. 

On July 31, the Senate majority leader, Sen. Harry Reid, 
D-Nev., and House Speaker John Boehner, R-Ohio, 
announced an agreement that would extend government 
funding for six months and avoid a government shutdown on 
Oct. 1, when fiscal 2013 begins. 

The agreement, known as a continuing resolution (CR), 
continues government spending at 2012 levels. 

While Congress is not expected to vote on a bill until 
September, when lawmakers return from their August recess, 
the White House has indicated it supports the measure. 

Republicans and Democrats are banking on the fact that 
by the end of March, when the CR would run out, they’ll be 
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better positioned to get what they want out of a budget deal 
due to November’s election results. 

Political leaders also want to see it pass because it will 
mean there is one less thing for them to deal with in the lame-
duck session of Congress, which begins after the election. 

Disadvantages Of CR 
However, while the leaders who reached the agreement 

hailed it as a positive development, defense watchers see no 
reason for optimism. 

“It is very bad for defense,” one defense lobbyist said. 
For example, with a CR, no new starts are allowed. And 

money, until it’s reprogrammed, is inefficiently allocated 
under a CR, with some programs getting more than they need 
and others falling short. 

Defense programs rarely require the exact same amount 
of funding from year to year, as weapon programs move from 
development into production and eventually into sustainment. 
However, under a CR, no progress is allowed, the lobbyist 
said. 

Others thought the appropriations bills could serve as a 
vehicle for attaching legislation that might undo or delay 
sequestration before the lame-duck session, when there are a 
host of other divisive issues to tackle. 

Instead, a “CR continues all the uncertainties that have 
industry and government in limbo,” said Arnold Punaro, a 
retired U.S. Marine Corps major general, former Senate 
Armed Services Committee staffer and current member of the 
Pentagon’s Defense Business Board. 

“While some may brag about a CR, it means once again 
Congress did not meet their obligations to pass appropriations 
bills, and this is not in any way good news or good 
government or good for defense,” Punaro said. 

For appropriators in the House and Senate, it is 
particularly bad news, as it renders their work useless. 

The full House passed a $605.8 billion defense spending 
bill in July. 

The chairman of the House Appropriations defense 
subcommittee, Rep. C.W. Bill Young, R-Fla., left an Aug. 1 
meeting with House leaders looking downtrodden, according 
to the defense lobbyist. Young said he did not expect a 
defense spending bill for 2013 at all. 

Instead, he said he thought there would be a second six-
month CR passed when the current one runs out at the end of 
March. 

His frustration is understandable. 
A CR strips appropriators of their authority, said Todd 

Harrison, a defense budget expert at the Center for Strategic 
and Budgetary Assessments. The appropriators are no longer 
going through the budget, program by program, providing 
oversight. Their ability to approve new programs also is 
removed through a CR. 

“It abdicates a lot of decision-making,” Harrison said. But 
it does not transfer that decision-making to the executive 
branch; it merely delays any decisions from being made. 

Defense Appropriations 
To meet the Budget Control Act’s caps for defense 

spending, the Senate Appropriations defense subcommittee 
transferred $5 billion out of the Pentagon’s base budget into a 
separate spending bill for operations in Afghanistan. 

The subcommittee recommends $511 billion for DoD’s 
base budget and $93 billion for overseas contingency 
operations (OCO), for a total of $604.5 billion. The Pentagon 
requested $88 billion in OCO funding. 

When asked where the extra OCO money came from, an 
aide to Sen. Daniel Inouye, D-Hawaii, chairman of the Senate 
Appropriations Committee, said the money had been 
transferred from one bill to the other to keep the base budget 
within the budget law’s new spending caps. The Pentagon’s 
contingency funds are exempt from the federal discretionary 
spending caps. 

The panel looked to transfer anything it considered to be 
war-related, she said. 

This is the first of the 2013 defense bills that stays within 
the Budget Control Act’s spending caps, including the 
president’s request. 

Funding for the Pentagon this year is nearly $29 billion 
less than was appropriated in 2012, primarily due to the 
drawdown of forces in Afghanistan, Inouye said. 

The $511 billion does not include military construction or 
nuclear weapons programs managed by the Department of 
Energy, which are included in separate appropriations bills. 

Within the top line, the Senate panel made several 
adjustments to the Pentagon’s spending request, including 475 
reductions to programs requested in the budget. 
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25. Buck McKeon: Ignore Labor Department 
(POLITICO 06 AUG 12) ... Austin Wright 

The House Armed Services Committee chairman has 
some advice for the defense industry: Don’t listen to the Labor 
Department. 

Rep. Buck McKeon is in an uproar over the department’s 
decision to blunt what Republicans consider one of their best 
planks to turn President Barack Obama out of the White 
House. 

And the California Republican isn’t alone. 
Heading into the long summer recess, congressional 

Republicans were in a frenzy over the issue, blasting the 
department for signaling to defense contractors that they’re 
not required to send pre-election layoff warnings to their 
employees. 

The department has said it would be “inappropriate” for 
contractors to alert hundreds of thousands of workers that 
they’re at risk of losing their jobs if Congress fails to avert the 
$110 billion in automatic spending cuts, called sequestration, 
scheduled to roll out next year. About half of the cuts would 
be in defense spending, with the rest coming from other 
federal programs. 

Republicans are counting on the layoff warnings, which 
would be sent out right before the Nov. 6 elections, to bolster 
their argument that the economy is badly sputtering under 
Obama. 

Now, Republican leaders are asking the Labor 
Department to hand over documents backing up its decision, 
which was laid out in a memo issued last week. They’ve also 
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pushed for legislation that would require contractors to issue 
the layoff warnings required under the 1988 WARN Act. 

“To think that one of the agencies of the Obama 
administration would give guidance not to follow the law of 
the land – a judge would laugh at that,” McKeon told 
reporters. 

Rep. Adam Smith of Washington state, the top Democrat 
on the Armed Services Committee, disagreed. “This is an 
important and correct interpretation of the law,” he said in a 
statement. “There is no reason to needlessly alarm hundreds of 
thousands of workers.” 

The defense industry has been measured in its response. 
The world’s largest defense contractor, Lockheed Martin, 

had said it would have to send WARN notices to the vast 
majority of its more than 100,000 employees, even though 
only about 10,000 of them would ultimately be laid off under 
sequestration. 

Now, Lockheed spokesman Chris Williams says the 
company is “reviewing” the Labor Department memo “to 
assess its impacts on our obligations with respect to the 
WARN Act and sequestration.” 

And at the Aerospace Industries Association, Cord 
Sterling, vice president for legislative affairs, said the memo 
“does not provide companies with an exemption to the WARN 
Act notification requirements.” 

“The new Labor Department memo is talking about when 
and if those workers would have to be notified that they will 
be laid off,” Sterling said. “However, it does nothing to avoid 
the job losses.” 

The industry association has projected that sequestration 
could lead to millions of lost jobs across the country. 

The WARN Act requires large employers to give 60 days’ 
notice to workers facing layoffs. For the president’s reelection 
bid, the timing couldn’t be worse. With the across-the-board 
spending cuts scheduled to begin taking effect on Jan. 2, the 
notices could be sent out as early as Nov. 2 – four days before 
Election Day. 

But the Labor Department contends such notices are 
unnecessary – and would be contrary to the spirit of the 
WARN Act. The department’s memo notes that the law allows 
for exceptions in cases of “unforeseen business 
circumstances.” 

Sequestration, it says, is just such a circumstance because 
it’s not yet known how the cuts would be carried out, and 

there’s still a chance lawmakers will reach a deal to stave them 
off. 

A Labor Department spokeswoman declined to discuss 
the issue, instead providing a list of experts she said could 
explain the memo. 

One of the experts, Harvard Law School professor 
Benjamin Sachs, said the WARN Act discourages layoff 
notices in this context because “there’s just too much 
ambiguity about if the sequester is going to occur.” 

“It says specifically that blanket notice is not required and 
blanket notice is actually a problem,” Sachs said. “It’s not a 
costless thing to send out WARN notices to hundreds of 
thousands of people, or whatever it may be. The states have to 
process these things and get machinery into motion.” 

In Congress, Republicans consider the Labor 
Department’s move little more than a political stunt. The 
memo is “not worth the paper it’s printed on,” declared Rep. 
Mike Turner (R-Ohio) during an Armed Services Committee 
hearing last week. 

Meanwhile, Rep. John Kline (R-Minn.), chairman of 
House Education and the Workforce Committee, sent a letter 
to Labor Secretary Hilda Solis, calling the department’s 
conclusions “misleading and incomplete” and asking her to 
provide his committee all documents and communications 
related to the decision. 

On the Senate side, South Carolina Republican Lindsey 
Graham mounted an unsuccessful push last week to amend 
next year’s Pentagon budget to require defense contractors to 
send out layoff warnings before Election Day. 

And Rep. Allen West (R-Fla.) says defense contractors 
should follow the Labor Department’s guidance at their own 
peril: “You could end up opening yourself up to lawsuits if 
you don’t provide this warning,” he said in an interview on 
Fox News. 

“This is nothing more than a politically motivated stance 
coming from the administration,” he concluded. 

Sachs, the Harvard Law School professor, noted that 
defense contractors are free to communicate with their 
employees about the looming spending cuts, regardless of the 
Labor Department’s interpretation of the WARN Act. 

“Could these defense contractors go out on their own and 
tell their employees, ‘The sequester is a problem and you may 
be affected by this?’” Sachs said. “Sure.” 

Return to Index 
 
 

BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
26. Panetta Throws In The Towel On 2013 Base Closures 
(FEDERAL NEWS RADIO 07 AUG 12) ... Jared Serbu 

Secretary of Defense Leon Panetta officially gave up hope 
Monday on a 2013 round of defense base shutdowns, at the 
same time acknowledging he never had much hope to begin 
with. 

In its 2013 budget proposal, DoD told Congress it wanted 
authority to conduct two more rounds of base realignment and 
closures — commonly known as BRAC. Officials argued as 
part of the new defense strategy they developed in response to 
$487 billion dollars in ten-year budget cuts that they needed to 
shrink the footprint of U.S. bases to match a shrinking military 
force. 

But the pitch got a frosty reception on Capitol Hill this 
year. The House passed a 2013 Defense authorization bill that 
declined to approve another BRAC round. The full Senate has 
yet to pass its authorization bill, but BRAC was a no-go in the 
Senate Armed Services Committee as well. 

"It's now clear that there will not be a round of BRAC 
authorized in 2013," Panetta said. "It's no surprise. I didn't put 
any money on it. I was asked by some of my budgeteers 
whether we should put a dollar sign in the budget for BRAC, 
and I told them not to waste their time. We had to put it 
forward, have to make the argument. But I understand why it's 
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so tough [for Congress]. But it's an important debate we have 
to have, and frankly, it's not going away." 

Panetta said even though DoD wasn't counting on BRAC 
to meet the budget savings targets it was required to achieve 
under the Budget Control Act, base closures are going to have 
to come sooner or later. 

Later is more likely though. 
"I understand that now is not the time for another BRAC 

round, especially when our economy is struggling to recover," 
he said. "But the reality is that the department is going to need 
to take a hard look at what we do in terms of supportive 
infrastructure. If I'm taking the force structure down and still 
maintaining large infrastructure costs, then the money that 
ought to be going to training our soldiers is going to extra 
infrastructure. It's the very definition of hollowing-out the 
force." 

Panetta made his remarks to an audience at the annual 
conference of the Association of Defense Communities, which 
represents local governments and other organizations with a 
significant military presence. The venue was Carmel, Calif., 
near where Panetta lives, and in the district he represented as a 
Congressman in the early 1990s. 

Panetta was on the losing end of a BRAC decision when 
in 1991, the base closing commission selected Fort Ord for its 
shutdown list. He and local leaders fought the closing of the 
Army base, which he recalled was responsible for 25 percent 
of the local economy, but lost in the end. 

"We had to face the reality of what took place. We sat 
around a table and said, ‘Okay, now what?' Everybody agreed 
the important thing was to move on and develop an effective 
reuse for that base," he said. "We had a hell of a lot of people 
that offered proposals. Some people wanted it to be 
Disneyland on the central coast or a new prison." 

In the end, part of the base became home to a new campus 
of the California State University system, though much of the 

old post still is occupied by deteriorating buildings and sites 
that need cleanup. Panetta said DoD needs to address those 
responsibilities at bases across the country that have been 
closed in prior BRAC rounds. 

But he promised the Defense Communities audience that 
despite budget cuts, DoD would continue to spend money 
through its Office of Economic Adjustment (OEA) to help 
communities that have been hurt by closed bases or defense 
industry layoffs, or conversely, whose local infrastructure is 
being strained by an influx of military personnel because of 
realignments. 

DoD saved Monday's speech to announce two new OEA 
grants totaling $45.7 million to Montgomery County, Md. and 
Lakewood, Wash. The money is to be used by local 
governments to improve their transportation infrastructure to 
accommodate an influx of military personnel following the 
realignment of military medical facilities at Washington state's 
Joint Base Lewis-McChord and the newly-combined Walter 
Reed-Bethesda hospitals in D.C.'s Maryland suburbs. 

While DoD waits for the congressional authority it says it 
needs for more BRAC, Panetta said he's telling the department 
to find ways to save money on the basing infrastructure it now 
has. 

He said Monterey has shown one way forward via shared 
services between local governments and its remaining military 
installation, the Presidio of Monterey. The military base and 
the local city government decided to create joint public 
services for everything from child care and fire protection to 
broadband connectivity and roadway maintenance. 

"This approach has allowed both DoD and the city of 
Monterey to provide the services we need for our forces and at 
the same time achieve significant savings." Panetta said he 
wants DoD to treat the Presidio experience as a pilot program 
and copy it elsewhere throughout the country. 

Listen To Audio (RT: 6:17) 
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27. With Federal Grant, Rockville Pike Underpass Project Fully Funded 
$40 million has been awarded to Montgomery County to fund the underpass and elevators to connect Walter 
Reed Bethesda with the Medical Center Metro station. 
(KENSINGTON (MD) PATCH 06 AUG 12) ... Erin Donaghue 

Montgomery County has been awarded a $40 million 
federal grant that will fund a pedestrian underpass and high-
speed elevators to connect the Walter Reed National Military 
Medical Center with the Medical Center Metrorail station. 

The funding was announced Monday by the Department 
of Defense. 

The pedestrian underpass, which will cross beneath the 
Rockville Pike, and the three elevators are a part of a host of 
transportation improvements planned near the military 
hospital to ease the traffic impacts of the federally-mandated 
Base Realignment and Closure program. BRAC drew 2,500 
new employees to the military hospital last year as the Walter 
Reed Army Medical Center relocated to Bethesda, and yearly 
visitors there are expected to nearly double to 1 million. 

County and state officials last year asked the DOD’s 
Office of Economic Adjustment for nearly $90 million for the 
transportation projects—including $40 million for the 355 
crossing project—out of a pot of $300 million in federal funds 
set aside for communities with BRAC-impacted military 
hospitals. 

Project plans for the 355 crossing project and intersection 
improvement projects at four major intersections near the 
hospital were approved last fall. Now, the $40 million will be 
released to the Montgomery County Department of 
Transportation to construct the underpass and elevators. Along 
with a $28,174,000 grant already awarded from DOD’s 
Defense Access Road Program, the $68,174,000 project is 
fully funded, according to county BRAC coordinator Phil 
Alperson. 

The county is hoping to break ground on the project in 
2013 and wrap up construction by December of 2016, 
Alperson said. 

Four other defense department grants totaling $48.9 
million for the intersection improvement projects, managed by 
the Maryland State Highway Administration, are expected to 
be released soon, Alperson said. 

“I am pleased that the county has been awarded this $40 
million for the project to relieve congestion and improve 
access for military personnel and families at the Walter Reed 
National Military Medical Center from the Medical Center 
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Metro station in Bethesda,” County Executive Isiah Leggett 
said in a statement. “These funds will allow us to build new 
elevators to the Metrorail platform and a pedestrian underpass 

to get thousands of daily rail, bus and carpool commuters, 
pedestrians and cyclists safely across Rockville Pike.” 
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28. Bethesda Gridlock, Rosy Study At Odds 
Walter Reed says congestion has eased, but experts are dubious 
(WASHINGTON POST 07 AUG 12) ... Katherine Shaver 

The Defense Department has concluded that adding 
thousands of patients and workers to the new Walter Reed 
National Military Medical Center in Bethesda has reduced 
traffic congestion, but outside analysts offer an alternative 
explanation: measuring worsening gridlock can be misleading. 

A Walter Reed study found that as of October, almost 
every part of Rockville Pike and Jones Bridge Road, which 
border the medical center and are some of Montgomery 
County’s worst choke points, saw between 1 percent and 34 
percent fewer vehicles during the morning and evening rush 
hours, compared with 2007. Base officials cite the declining 
vehicle counts as evidence that their employees’ increasing 
use of transit, teleworking and flexible schedules has not only 
cushioned Walter Reed’s traffic impact but helped take 
vehicles off the road. 

But the outside traffic analysts say the true picture of 
traffic in the area over the past year is more complicated and 
likely not so rosy. Vehicle counts probably fell, they say, 
because traffic grew so clogged that fewer motorists even 
reached the mechanical counters during the allotted times. 
Local residents say that explanation jibes with their daily 
misery: growing backups extending into downtown Bethesda, 
gridlocked intersections, and rush hours that now begin as 
early as 6 in the morning and 2:30 in the afternoon. 

Paul Schonfeld, a University of Maryland transportation 
engineering professor, hasn’t reviewed the military’s analysis 
but said the idea that worsening traffic congestion would 
coincide with fewer vehicles “doesn’t sound particularly 
reasonable to me.” 

Finding ways to accommodate new traffic is a key 
concern with many military base expansions, as Fort Meade 
and Fort Belvoir also experienced during the past year under 
the Pentagon’s base realignment process. 

But moving Walter Reed from the District to consolidate 
operations on the Bethesda campus of the former National 
Naval Medical Center was considered particularly challenging 
because of its dense, highly residential location. Even without 
additional traffic from the base, the surrounding roads were 
heavily congested commuter routes between the Maryland 
suburbs and the District and carried local traffic between 
Bethesda, Rockville, Kensington, Chevy Chase and Silver 
Spring. 

State and local transportation planners rated the 
intersections around the Bethesda base as “failing” even 
before 3,600 new employees moved there during the 
expansion. The influx of personnel increased the base’s total 
workforce 44 percent, to 11,686 people. More strikingly, 
patient visits are on pace to double, to an annual 1 million, 
with most expected to arrive by car. 

The explanation of why traffic counts can improve as 
congestion worsens is a grim lesson in traffic physics. Faced 
with additional vehicles, intersections already stretched 
beyond capacity end up with bigger backups. At some point, 

engineers say, intersections deteriorate into an inefficient 
mess. Motorists must sit through two or more cycles of a 
green light, and intersections end up blocked by cross-traffic 
that can’t move. 

In such congestion, the number of vehicles going over a 
counter during a designated period falls, even though traffic 
volumes have grown and motorists are moving more slowly. 

“The system can get so stressed that if you add anything, 
it pushes the system into an unstable flow,” said Tim Lomax, 
senior research engineer for the Texas Transportation Institute, 
which publishes annual rankings of the most congested urban 
areas. 

Jeff Miller, the base’s transportation program manager, 
said he has no reason to believe the vehicle counts are skewed. 
The fact that many base employees work relatively early 
schedules — in by 7 a.m. and out by 3:45 p.m. — to grab 
limited parking spaces means they aren’t adding to the later, 
more traditional commuting peaks, he said. The base also has 
constrained parking during the expansion, which has forced 
workers to seek options other than driving, he said. 

Miller said an employee survey in November showed that 
40 percent of respondents drove alone to work, down from 72 
percent in 2007. About 44 percent said they took public 
transit, up from 11 percent four years earlier, he said. Much of 
those new transit users take buses, he said. 

“I think we’ve been very successful in [encouraging] 
people toward commuting alternatives,” Miller said. “So at the 
end of the day, we have fewer people seeking to utilize single-
occupancy vehicles to commute.” 

Miller agreed with local residents that afternoon traffic 
has grown noticeably worse on Jones Bridge Road, where 
base officials tried to divert traffic to relieve Rockville Pike. 

So why would the vehicle counts show 8 percent fewer 
vehicles on that stretch? 

“I don’t know how to explain that, other than that some 
days it appears more congested,” he said. 

He said it might reflect the fact that a major hospital exit 
on Jones Bridge had yet to be improved at the time of the 
count, discouraging some employees from using the busy road 
then. 

Transportation analysts say a sluggish economy and high 
gas prices likely have depressed some traffic in the Bethesda 
area, as they have nationwide since 2008. 

Walter Reed’s impacts are being closely monitored 
because the military has plans for more expansion there, and 
any effects ripple far beyond what is now the U.S. military’s 
largest medical facility. The 243-acre campus sits just inside 
the Capital Beltway, where backups can quickly spread across 
the region. It is also across Rockville Pike from the National 
Institutes of Health headquarters, which has 20,500 workers, 
and just up Rockville Pike from downtown Bethesda’s office 
buildings and entertainment district. More than 70,000 
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vehicles use the surrounding roads daily, according to state 
figures. 

Local officials pinned their hopes on people using 
Metrorail’s Medical Center station across the street, but Metro 
figures show that average weekday ridership there was up by 
265 people last month, compared with June 2011. 

Several traffic analysts said they suspect the declining 
vehicle counts are masking another symptom of worsening 
congestion, called “peak spreading.” As the commuting rush 
bogs down, some motorists alter their drive times to avoid the 
crunch. The “rush” period stretches out, worsening congestion 
for people who once avoided the peak. 

“It’s one massive rush hour period now,” said Ilaya Rome 
Hopkins, who chairs Montgomery’s volunteer Walter Reed 
BRAC Integration Committee and lives nearby. “It’s 
sequential, cumulative and unpredictable.” 

Debbie Michaels, a liaison to the committee from the 
Glenbrook Village Homeowners Association, said she and her 
neighbors must head north on Rockville Pike by 2:30 p.m. — 
a half-hour earlier than before the expansion — or it can take 
30 minutes to drive the mile or so between Walter Reed, NIH 
and the Beltway. 

“It’s pretty grueling,” Michaels said. “Most people I 
know, if they don’t have to do it, they don’t.” 

Local residents said they realize much of the congestion 
stems from sources other than the base. Several emphasized 
that they appreciate the importance of Walter Reed’s mission 
and the base officials’ significant work in persuading more 
staffers to carpool and take transit. 

Still, some say, it’s too early to declare any traffic 
victories. Another analysis that Walter Reed did, known as a 
“gate count,” found that the number of vehicles passing 

through its gates daily increased by a total of 1,561 — a 23 
percent jump — during the morning and evening rushes in 
October, compared with 2006. Traffic leaving the base in the 
afternoon was up by 35 percent. Moreover, nearby residents 
say, none of the base’s peak period counts reflects the 
thousands of additional patients driving to Walter Reed clinics 
throughout the day. 

Phil Alperson, Montgomery’s BRAC coordinator, said 
he’s concerned that the declining vehicle counts, which he 
believes are inaccurate, are part of the military’s 
environmental review of further expansion plans, including 
building 900 new parking spaces. 

“If you build more parking,” Alperson said, “the vehicles 
will come.” 

Local officials also are keeping an eye on NIH’s long-
term growth plans, which are under environmental review. 
They could result in an additional 3,000 workers. 

Matt Snare, a travel forecaster for the Maryland State 
Highway Administration, said there is hope on the horizon. 
Over the next four years, new turn lanes will begin moving 
more traffic through the intersections. And a new pedestrian 
tunnel and high-speed elevators will allow Walter Reed 
employees to reach bus stops and the Metrorail station without 
having to cross busy Rockville Pike. 

Yes, Snare said, major road construction brings more 
delays. But the highway agency hopes to at least raise the 
intersections’ “F” grades to “E’s,” allowing motorists to get 
through them on the first green signal. 

As for determining exactly who’s making traffic worse 
and by how much, Snare said with a chuckle, “It’d be an 
interesting PhD dissertation.” 
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29. Defense Dept., Interior Seek To Speed Renewables On Military Lands 
(THE HILL 06 AUG 12) ... Ben Geman 

The Pentagon and Interior Department have inked an 
agreement aimed at developing green electricity projects to 
feed power-thirsty military bases, a plan that officials said 
would help ensure energy for bases if the commercial grid is 
disrupted. 

The “memorandum of understanding (MOU),” unveiled 
Monday, is among the steps that Obama administration 
officials are taking to promote green power at a time when 
energy legislation is politically frozen on Capitol Hill. 

Interior Secretary Ken Salazar and Defense Secretary 
Leon Panetta’s plan calls for several steps to steer industry 
investment in wind, solar and other projects towards 16 
million acres of Interior lands that have previously been 
“withdrawn” for use by military installations. 

“Developing renewable energy is the right thing to do for 
national security as well as for the environment and our 
economy,” Panetta said in a statement. “Renewable energy 
projects built on these lands will provide reliable, local 
sources of power for military installations; allow for a 
continued energy supply if the commercial power grid gets 
disrupted; and will help lower utility costs.” 

It’s also aimed at helping to develop offshore wind 
projects to power Defense Department sites along the Atlantic 
and Pacific coasts, the Gulf of Mexico and Hawaii. 

The MOU details several joint efforts, such as a pilot 
process to authorize solar projects at the Air Force’s Barry 
Goldwater Range East in Arizona, the Army’s Fort Irwin 
Front Gate in California and other sites. 

Administration officials say developing more green power 
in concert with so-called micro-grid technology can help 
reduce the military’s $4 billion annual utility bill while 
increasing security. 

There are large amounts of untapped solar, wind, 
geothermal and biomass resources on and around U.S. military 
sites, the agencies said. 

Dorothy Robyn, the deputy under secretary of Defense for 
installations and environment, said reliance on the commercial 
power grid is risky. Right now, she said, the department has 
large numbers of backup generators. 

“They are expensive, they are not particularly 
environmentally friendly. We want to be in a position where 
we can rely more on the combo of micro-grids, which is game 
changing technology we are helping to pioneer, with 
renewable energy,” she told reporters on a conference call 
Monday. 

Robyn reiterated comments she has made about grid 
security in congressional testimony. 

“DoD installations are almost entirely dependent on a 
commercial power grid that is vulnerable to disruption due to 
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aging infrastructure, weather related events and (potentially) 
direct attacks. According to the Defense Science Board, 
DoD’s reliance on a fragile grid to deliver electricity to its 
bases places critical missions at risk,” she said in testimony to 
a Senate Appropriations Committee panel in March. 

The memorandum adds to other green energy programs at 
Interior and the Pentagon. Each of the military branches is 
seeking deploy a total of one gigawatt of renewable energy on 
or near its installations by 2025. 
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30. Military Explores Sustainable Energy On Public Land 
(KPBS SAN DIEGO 06 AUG 12) ... Alison St John 

U.S. Secretary of Defense Leon Panetta has announced 
the Department of Defense will ramp up plans to harness 
renewable energy on public lands. Navy officials in San Diego 
are already working on how to do this without compromising 
military training ranges. 

The new federal initiative is a partnership with the 
Department of the Interior to use land that is not currently a 
military base but has been set aside for military use. 

The Navy wants to make its bases more energy self 
sufficient, so they’ve been researching putting wind turbines 
in East County and using geothermal near El Centro. 

But Steve Chung, the Navy’s Regional Community Plans 
Liaison Officer, said sensitive night training and low flying 

helicopters have precluded plans for towering wind turbines 
near their training facilities at La Posta. Geothermal buildings 
are lower, but there are other factors to consider out in the 
desert. 

“In Imperial County, we need to be cautious in how we 
evaluate where we site the facilities, because we do also have 
bombing training areas there and we wouldn’t want to 
inadvertently bomb our facility,” Chung said. 

Chung said transmission lines can also impede low flying 
aircraft. But he added, as technology develops, more 
sustainable energy options should emerge. 
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31. Camp Pendleton Marine Receives Navy Cross Award 
Sgt. Matthew T. Abate, 26, To Be Honored Posthumously 
(KGTV ABC SAN DIEGO 06 AUG 12) 

CAMP PENDLETON, Calif. -- A Marine Corps scout 
sniper will be posthumously awarded the Navy Cross for 
combat heroism in a ceremony at Camp Pendleton Friday, 
base officials announced Monday. 

Sgt. Matthew T. Abbate, 26, was assigned to Camp 
Pendleton's 3rd Battalion, 5th Marine Regiment when he was 
killed in combat on Dec. 2, 2010, in Afghanistan's Helmand 
province, according to the base's public affairs office. 

The Navy Cross -- like its Army and Air Force 
equivalents -- is the nation's second-highest award for combat 
heroism. Abbate is receiving the Navy Cross for actions he 
took two months prior to his death. 

On Oct. 14, 2010, in Sangin province, Afghanistan, 
"Abbate lead his section of Marines through an insurgent 
ambush that began as their patrol came under insurgent fire 
while in a minefield," the Navy Cross citation reads. 

"The Marines began to take fire from the enemy and were 
moving into cover, when two Marines and one corpsman were 
injured." 

While Abbate was "exposed and personally suppressing 
the enemy, he directed the remaining squad members' fire 

until they effectively suppressed," according to the citation. 
He rendered life-saving aid to the casualties, coordinated the 
medical evacuation, swept the landing zone for explosives and 
led a counter attack to clear enemy fighters from the landing 
zone, which allowed a helicopter to evacuate the injured, base 
officials said. 

Members of Abbate's family will accept the Navy Cross 
on his behalf at a ceremony scheduled to take place at 10 a.m. 
Friday on the 3/5 parade deck. 

Abbate, who also served in Iraq, enlisted in the Marine 
Corps on Feb. 1, 2006. He attended Buchanan High School in 
Clovis, and was survived by his wife and a then-2-year-old 
son, who lived in the Fresno area. 

Other service awards received by Abbate prior to his 
death included the Purple Heart, Combat Action Ribbon, Navy 
and Marine Achievement Medal, National Defense Service 
Medal, Global War on Terrorism Service Medal, Marine 
Corps Good Conduct Medal, Afghanistan Campaign Medal, 
Iraq Campaign Medal and Sea Service Deployment Ribbon. 

Friday's ceremony will be streamed live on YouTube and 
at www.dvidshub.net/webcast/2521. 
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32. Obama Signs Law Giving Health Care To Camp Lejeune Tainted Water Victims 
(MCCLATCHY NEWSPAPERS 06 AUG 12) ... Franco Ordonez and Barbara Barrett 

WASHINGTON — President Barack Obama on Monday 
signed into law legislation to provide health care to thousands 
of sick Marine veterans and their families who were exposed 
to contaminated water at Camp Lejeune in North Carolina. 

Retired Marine Jerry Ensminger and cancer survivor 
Mike Partain stood looking over the president’s shoulder as 

he, with the swipe of his pen, vindicated all their late nights 
poring over undisclosed documents, cross-country trips to 
seek out other victims, and countless battles with Marine 
Corps officials who, they say, continue to ignore their pleas. 

“Sadly, this act alone will not bring back those we’ve lost, 
including Jane Ensminger,” Obama said before signing the 
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bill, named partly after Ensminger’s daughter, “but it will 
honor their memory by making a real difference for those who 
are still suffering.” 

Janey Ensminger was just 9 years old when she died in 
1985 of a rare form of leukemia. Her father spent years trying 
to make sense of her painful death. 

But in 1997, he saw a news report about contaminated 
water at Camp Lejeune. Janey Ensminger was conceived at 
the base in the 1970s and diagnosed with leukemia in 1983. 

Her father’s life then turned into a David-and-Goliath 
story, as he and Partain took on the 236-year-old Marine 
Corps, culminating with the signing of the law in the Oval 
Office. 

“I’m still in shock,” said Partain. “We’ve been fighting 
for justice for so long. Fighting the juggernaut of the Marine 
Corps. They should have quashed us a long time ago. And 
they almost did.” 

Despite its previous contention that there was insufficient 
evidence to prove the illnesses were related to service at Camp 
Lejeune, the Marine Corps said in a statement Monday that it 
was pleased and supported the new law. 

AdvertisementPartain, who was born on the base, already 
had been diagnosed with male breast cancer when he learned 
of Ensminger’s efforts. A claims adjustor for State Farm 
Insurance, Partain figured his investigative skills would be 
helpful to their mutual cause. 

Their combined efforts eventually led to the passage of a 
bill, introduced by Sen. Richard Burr, R-N.C., that would 
provide health care for people who lived or worked at the base 
from Jan. 1, 1957, through Dec. 31, 1987. They also must 
have a condition listed within the bill linked to exposure to 
dangerous chemicals. 

The law is expected to help thousands of veterans and 
their families who were exposed to drinking water that was 
poisoned with trichloroethylene, tetrachloroethylene, benzene 
and vinyl chloride. 

McClatchy Newspapers obtained documents in 2010 
showing that potentially as much as 1.1 million gallons of 
fuel, containing benzene, leaked from underground storage 
tanks on the base. Benzene is a fuel solvent known to cause 
cancer in humans. 

Burr, along with Sen. Kay Hagan and Rep. Brad Miller, 
both North Carolina Democrats, has advocated strongly for the 
government to help the sick Marines and their families. 

The law provides health care for 15 diseases and illnesses, 
including several cancers, female infertility and scleroderma, a 
group of diseases that causes skin and sometimes internal 
organs to become hard and tight. Miller, the original sponsor 
of the Janey Ensminger Act, which was included in a modified 
version of Burr’s bill, said studies are under way to learn 
whether there are connections between the poisoned water and 
other illnesses, including multiple sclerosis, Parkinson’s 
disease and Lou Gehrig’s disease. 

Meanwhile, the federal scientists who have been studying 
the contamination have several reports yet to come: on the 

extent and type of contamination, on death rates among 
Lejeune Marines, on male breast cancer and on miscarriages 
and birth defects. 

The Department of Veterans Affairs will determine the 
process for how veterans and family members can obtain 
health benefits under the new law. 

Partain and Ensminger say their fight for justice is far 
from over. They want a meeting with Gen. James Amos, the 
Marine commandant, and for members of the corps to be held 
accountable. 

“This is just like Penn State,” said Partain, referring to the 
child sexual abuse scandal that school officials allegedly 
attempted to keep under wraps. “These people recognize what 
they did. They recognize what it could possibly do to the 
Marine Corps as far as the damage to its reputation. And they 
chose to cover it up rather than do the honorable thing and 
stand up and say, ‘We made a mistake, and we hurt some 
people. Let’s take care of it.’ ” 

Ensminger dedicated 25 years of his life to the Marine 
Corps. What hurts most, he says, is that the Marines continue 
to not take responsibility for their sick members. 

“If a family has a problem, don’t they usually sit down 
and talk things out?” Ensminger said. “They do unless they’re 
dysfunctional. So guess what? The Marine Corps family is 
dysfunctional.” 

About The Bill: 
The Honoring America’s Veterans and Caring for Camp 

Lejeune Families Act of 2012 provides health care to victims 
of three decades of water contamination at Marines Base 
Camp Lejeune, N.C. The water was poisoned by leaking 
underwater storage tanks and contaminated with benzene, 
vinyl chloride, trichloroethylene, tetrachloroethylene and other 
chemicals. 

Among the law’s provisions: 

 Marine veterans and family members who lived or 
served at Lejeune for at least 30 days between 1957 
and 1987 are eligible for health care coverage for the 
following illnesses connected to the contaminants: 
esophageal cancer, lung cancer, breast cancer, 
bladder cancer, kidney cancer, leukemia, multiple 
myeloma, myelodysplastic syndromes, renal toxicity, 
hepatic steatosis, female infertility, miscarriage, 
scleroderma, neurobehavioral effects and non-
Hodgkin’s lymphoma. 

 The so-called DeMint clause, insisted upon by Sen. 
Jim DeMint, R-S.C., allows the Department of 
Veterans Affairs to question individual applicants to 
prevent fraud, but the health benefits do not require 
patients to prove a connection between their diseases 
and the contaminated water, according to the office 
of Rep. Brad Miller, D-N.C. 

 Language in the law requires future appropriations to 
pay for family members’ health care, though the VA 
has money for health care for the immediate future. 
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33. A Critic Of Costly Biofuels, Lawmaker Once Secured Funds For Them 
(REUTERS 06 AUG 12) ... Marcus Stern 

WASHINGTON -- A vociferous Republican critic of the 
military's spending on expensive biofuels was himself 
instrumental in securing federal funds to develop such fuels. 

Senator Jim Inhofe, at the center of a Washington dispute 
over the issue, pushed a provision in May barring the 
Pentagon from buying alternative fuels if they cost more per 
gallon than petroleum-based fuels. He has called the Obama 
administration policy "completely skewed." 

But between 2002 and 2005 Inhofe helped secure $10 
million in military funds to test such expensive fuels. More 
than half of those earmarked funds, $5.95 million, went to a 
company in his home state of Oklahoma. 

His efforts benefited Tulsa-based Syntroleum, which has 
used federal funds to test and develop renewable fuels. A 2006 
Air Force contract Syntroleum received because of an Inhofe 
earmark -- as funds directed by Congress to specific projects 
are called -- involved a payment of $2.3 million for 104,000 
gallons of fuel. That equals about $22 a gallon. 

Inhofe has been a sharp critic of the Navy "Green Fleet" 
demonstration project that was part of an Obama 
administration effort to increase the Pentagon's use of 
alternative fuels. He voiced outrage at the $26-a-gallon price 
tag for the Navy project. 

But in criticizing the "Green Fleet" project, Inhofe, it 
turns out, was opposing a program that benefited the very 
same Oklahoma renewable fuels company to which he had 
steered millions in funding. A Syntroleum joint venture was 
the fuel supplier to "Green Fleet." 

Proponents of military purchases of alternative fuels 
charge him with inconsistency. 

"It is completely contradictory and confusing that today 
Senator Inhofe doesn't believe that petroleum substitutes help 
America's security when he completely believed that a decade 
ago," said Ben Lowe, a spokesman for Operation Free, which 
supports military biofuels use. 

Inhofe says he supports alternative fuel development but 
views the "Green Fleet" demonstration last month as President 
Obama pushing his "liberal green agenda." 

Oklahoma Fuels Company Got Contracts 
Inhofe's biofuels earmarks in defense-spending bills came 

in 2002, 2004 and 2005. Those earmarks were converted into 
Pentagon contracts worth $5.95 million for Syntroleum. 

"Tulsans can be very proud that Syntroleum's advanced 
technology is now poised to make a significantly increased 
contribution to military readiness and national security," 
Inhofe said after Congress approved a $3.5 million Inhofe 
earmark in 2002. 

That congressional earmark led to a $2.5 million contract 
for Syntroleum to explore the feasibility of deploying small 
refineries at forward operating bases. The idea was to reduce 
the need to deliver fuel in places like Afghanistan using 
dangerous overland conveys, which are frequent targets of 
enemy ambushes. The $2.5 million contract included delivery 
of 18 drums of fuel. 

Inhofe said his support of the Syntroleum projects was 
different from the $12 million the Obama administration spent 
on fuel for the "Green Fleet" demonstration. The earlier funds 
came from the research and development account while the 

recent money came from the Navy's operations and 
maintenance account, he said. 

"To be clear," Inhofe wrote in a letter dated August 2 to 
Navy Secretary Ray Mabus, "I fully support the development 
and use of all sources of alternative fuels." But, he added, "At 
the same time, I believe these pursuits within the military must 
be sensible and affordable solutions. Using scarce Operations 
and Maintenance (O&M) funds impacts readiness and 
jeopardizes the lives of our service men and women." 

The "Green Fleet" demonstration was part of the U.S. 
Pacific Fleet's biennial Rim of the Pacific exercise off Hawaii. 

Inhofe has been a leading congressional critic of the 
theory of climate change, calling it a hoax. Since 1989, he has 
received $1.4 million in campaign contributions from the oil 
and gas industry, more than any other sector. His top corporate 
contributor has been petrochemical giant Koch Industries at 
$90,000. Koch Industries has given the Fund for a 
Conservative Future, a political group affiliated with Inhofe, 
$51,000 since 2000, according to data compiled by 
OpenSecrets.org. 

Inhofe is unapologetic about his alternative fuels 
earmarks. Most members of Congress have come to see 
earmarks as a lightning rod for criticism, a source of pork-
barrel spending and some even as an invitation to corruption 
due to scandals in recent years involving alleged ties between 
earmarks and campaign contributions, which is reflected in a 
current self-imposed moratorium on them. 

Inhofe Supports Earmarks 
In response to questions from Reuters last week about 

Inhofe's earmarking of alternative fuels, his spokesman, Jared 
Young, explained the senator does not share other Republican 
senators' opposition to earmarks. 

He referred Reuters to a 2010 article Inhofe wrote for the 
conservative magazine National Review, in which he 
defended earmarks, writing, "Getting rid of earmarks does not 
save taxpayers any money, reduces transparency, and gives 
more power to the Obama administration." 

Despite Inhofe's support for earmarking, the conservative 
National Taxpayers Union gave him its 2011 Taxpayers' 
Friend Award and an "A rating" for "his fiscally responsible 
voting record." 

Syntroleum Senior Vice President Ronald Stinebaugh, 
speaking for the company, declined to comment. 

Syntroleum began working on alternative fuels in 1984 
and today is positioning itself as a leader in the market. Along 
the way it relied on some of Washington's top lobbying firms, 
including Patton Boggs. 

But its go-to lobbyist has been former Representative J.C. 
Watts, who has earned $1.5 million in fees from the company, 
lobbying records show. The Oklahoma Republican was the 
fourth-ranking Republican in the House before he retired in 
2003. 

In addition to its defense contracts flowing from earmarks 
sought by Inhofe and former Senator Don Nickles, Syntroleum 
has received Energy Department grants worth millions of 
dollars. 

But finding revenues other than government earmarks or 
grants has been a challenge for Syntroleum. Last year, the 
company had a total of $4.2 million in revenues against $4.8 
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million in expenses. It is unclear how much came from 
sources other than the government. The company has 21 full-
time employees, according to its most recent annual report. 

Syntroleum is involved in a joint venture with Arkansas-
based Tyson Foods to produce diesel fuel from animal fats and 
vegetable oil. The venture, based in Louisiana and named 
Dynamic Fuels, was awarded the $12 million contract to 
provide the alternative fuels for the Navy's recent "Green 
Fleet" demonstration. That purchase triggered Inhofe's ire. 

Lowe, of Operation Free, chided Inhofe for criticizing the 
"Green Fleet" project. 

"It's Senator Inhofe's job to worry about national security 
and the benefit of the people of Oklahoma," he said. "That's 
why people elect him and why it's especially strange to see 
him opposing what the military said is going to be good for 
national security and a program that directly benefits 
Oklahoma." 
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34. ONR System Selected To Help DoD Track Human Subjects Studies 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 06 AUG 12) ... Office of Naval Research Public Affairs 

ARLINGTON, Va. -- A Web-based application 
developed by the Office of Naval Research (ONR) will form 
the basis of the nation's first Defense Department-wide system 
to track and manage human subject studies funded by the 
federal government, officials announced Aug. 6. 

The Protections in Research, Oversight Management 
Information System (PROMIS) is a tool that allows command 
research protections staff members to submit human research 
protocols-plans that detail studies involving humans-as well as 
other documentation for review by Navy and Marine Corps 
research compliance specialists. 

Subsequently, users can track and manage their studies 
using the Microsoft SharePoint-based system. 

"The nation expects more accountability for research 
involving human subjects," said Dr. Timothy Singer, director 
of the research protections division in ONR's Warfighter 
Performance Department. "PROMIS offers a way for the 
entire Department of Defense [DoD] to gain greater insight 
into protocol submissions and offer better tools with which to 
manage active projects and the reporting of current and 
historical research." 

The Department of the Navy (DoN) conducts studies with 
human subjects to support warfighter training and operational 
capability as well as the naval medical department's 
competency. 

The Research Protections division, a component of the 
Navy's Office of Research Protections, is responsible for 
overseeing investigations involving human subjects conducted 
by Navy and Marine Corps operational forces and non-
operational commands. It also monitors Navy-sponsored 

experiments by non-governmental institutions, such as 
universities and contractors. 

DoD employs a number of database tools to track its 
research programs, such as the electronic Institutional Review 
Board (eIRB) management system, which has been a preferred 
application within the military health system to document 
protocols. 

However, a December 2011 report by the Presidential 
Commission for the Study of Bioethical Issues found the 
government lacked a centralized database to track 
experiments. 

In early July, Navy Deputy Surgeon General Rear Adm. 
Michael Mittelman and Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense 
Force Health Protection and Readiness Dr. George Peach 
Taylor Jr. signed a Memorandum of Record designating 
PROMIS as the baseline for the future DoD system. 

As plans are laid out to migrate selected eIRB functions 
into one consolidated system, ONR is developing 
enhancements to PROMIS so it can function as a unified 
platform to serve needs across the DoD's user community. 

"PROMIS gives a near real-time, in-depth view of 
protocols," said Dr. Andy Jones, deputy director of the 
Research Protections division. "As the basis of the DoD-wide 
system, PROMIS will enable a wide cross-section of users, 
from principal investigators to departmental leaders, to 
monitor and manage projects and ensure that research is in 
compliance with regulations." 

The system is currently employed by 16 DoD commands-
15 Navy and 1 Army-that oversee or conduct research with 
human subjects. The Research Protections division is training 
personnel in its use at additional commands. 
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OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
35. Reach Deficit Reduction Deal 
(DEFENSE NEWS 05 AUG 12) ... Editorial 

Pentagon and defense industry leaders are doing their best 
to turn up the heat on lawmakers to avoid $500 billion in 
automatic cuts they say will devastate U.S. national security. 

Unless Congress averts sequestration by embracing a 
broader deficit reduction deal by Jan. 2, the Aerospace 
Industries Association claims as many as 2 million jobs would 
be lost. 

Defense companies say it’s impossible to gauge how 
sequestration will play out because there simply are too many 
variables. Many CEOs say the uncertainty means they will 

need to start warning employees of potential layoffs in the 
months leading to the November elections. 

Critics say doomsayers are exaggerating, that the impact 
will be more muted and job losses far smaller. 

Administration officials for their part told the House 
Armed Services Committee last week what sequestration 
would mean for DoD and the rest of government. 

The acting Office of Management and Budget director, 
Jeffrey Zients, explained that Congress set up sequestration by 
failing to identify budget savings last year and only Congress 
can change it. 
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Deputy Defense Secretary Ashton Carter said DoD 
doesn’t “want to begin taking actions now to tear ourselves to 
pieces to prepare for something that’s really stupid.” But he 
said the impact will be very damaging. 

While DoD is not actively planning for sequestration, its 
contours are becoming apparent. Given that President Obama 
has waived cuts to military manpower and veterans programs, 
cuts of 10 percent would hit acquisitions, weapons research, 
development, training, maintenance, logistics and travel. 

These cuts come atop $487 billion slashed from DoD’s 
10-year budget by the Budget Control Act. 

The same day last week that defense executives rallied 
against sequestration near the Pentagon, the Labor Department 
countered CEO claims, saying that companies were not 
required to issue warnings of potential layoffs since there isn’t 
enough clarity on whether sequestration will happen. 

Sequestration, should it be triggered, may not be the end-
of-the-world event — like America defaulting on its debt — 
portrayed by many politicians and industry leaders, but it 
would be bad enough that avoiding it ought to be a bipartisan 
priority. 

The crippling effects of sequestration would include 
added costs of modifying contracts, lost buying power, 
lowered share values for defense and non-defense companies 
and higher unemployment, including among veterans. 
Sequestration also would inflict serious damage to America’s 
reputation and multinational collaborative programs like the 
Joint Strike Fighter. 

The BCA raised the national debt limit and helped the 
U.S. avoid its first debt default in 236 years. It identified more 
than $1 trillion in cuts in government spending over a decade 
and demanded another $1 trillion be cut — or that amount 

would be cut automatically from defense and other 
government spending. 

Sequestration was never expected to happen, but it would 
serve as a draconian threat to force lawmakers into 
compromise. 

Still, some in Congress appear worryingly committed to 
re-enacting the same protracted drama that freaked capital 
markets last year into downgrading America’s debt for the 
first time. Note that the downgrade wasn’t because of more 
than $14 trillion in debt, but the alarming willingness of some 
on Capitol Hill not only to let it happen, but to welcome 
default. 

It’s time for Democrats and Republicans to compromise. 
A group of veteran Republican senators, including South 
Carolina’s Lindsey Graham and Jon Kyl and John McCain of 
Arizona, deserve credit for pushing their colleagues for a 
broader deal that includes revenue increases to avert the so-
called fiscal cliff. 

The nation’s debt needs to be brought under control, but 
sequestration isn’t the answer. What’s needed is a 
comprehensive deal that raises the nation’s debt limit while 
cutting spending, reforming entitlements and raising revenues. 

Whatever plan is adopted can’t be so extreme as to cause 
other problems, like stalling the economy again or draining 
future investment. It won’t be easy, but that’s what governing 
is all about. 

Lawmakers have left town for five weeks of vacation and 
campaigning, but everyone with skin in the sequestration 
game — that means just about everyone in America — still 
should pick up the phone or email their Congress members to 
demand a broad deal to avoid sequestration and tackle the 
nation’s fiscal mess. 
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36. Cyberdefenses Remain Down 
Faced with an acute danger, Congress went home. 
(WASHINGTON POST 07 AUG 12) ... Editorial 

In the final weeks before Congress left for its August 
break, Sens. Joseph I. Lieberman (I-Conn.) and Susan Collins 
(R-Maine), took a gamble. They watered down their own 
cybersecurity legislation in hopes of winning passage. But last 
week on the Senate floor, their compromise died. The 
sponsors could muster only 52 votes, short of the 60 needed. 

Mr. Lieberman and Ms. Collins went a long way. Their 
original legislation would have set mandatory cybersecurity 
standards for companies that run critical infrastructure, such as 
electricity, water, nuclear, communications and financial 
networks. Ripping the heart out of their bill, they made the 
standards voluntary but still found no takers. The influential 
U.S. Chamber of Commerce opposed it, saying the legislation 
took an “adversarial” approach to the private sector. The 
group has endorsed other bills with less rigorous requirements. 

This was a moment when the business lobby put its head 
in the sand. The threat posed to the private sector in 
cyberspace cannot be wished away -- it is large and growing. 
Most companies realize this from their own experience. They 
are being battered by cyber-exploitations and theft, losing 
customer records and intellectual property. Instead of 
torpedoing legislation, they ought to be leading the way, 
pressing Congress to act. 

The United States needs to shore up its cyberdefenses, 
which are relatively weak. The government has unique 
capabilities to help firms improve cybersecurity but needs the 
legislation to act in concert with the private sector. Gen. Keith 
B. Alexander, the commander of the U.S. Cyber Command 
and the National Security Agency, has warned that 
cyberattacks on critical infrastructure are moving from the 
inconvenient to the destructive. One day, this could mean a 
click that throws a city into a blackout or causes a financial 
market to crash. Gen. Alexander and other military and 
national security officials have urged Congress to pass some 
kind of legislation soon. 

The Lieberman-Collins compromise reflected a proper 
sense of urgency. The House approved its own, somewhat 
similar, legislation in April, although privacy concerns have 
led the White House to threaten a veto. The net result is that 
Congress left town with the nation’s critical infrastructure 
exposed and cyberdefenses still down. When it returns in 
September, a concerted effort should be made to pass 
legislation so the government and private sector can begin to 
face the onslaught, together. 

Return to Index 
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37. Futenma A Lingering Sore That Won't Go Away 
(ASAHI SHIMBUN 06 AUG 12) ... Editorial 

In his recent meeting with Defense Minister Satoshi 
Morimoto, U.S. Defense Secretary Leon Panetta was 
unequivocal about Washington's determination to deploy the 
Marine Corps MV-22 Osprey troop transport to Marine Corps 
Air Station Futenma in Okinawa Prefecture as planned. 

During the talks at the Pentagon, Panetta said to the effect 
that the United States will do its utmost to heed Japan's 
concerns but has no intention of changing its plan to deploy 
the hybrid aircraft to Futenma in October. 

Two weeks have passed since an initial shipment of 12 
Ospreys arrived at Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni in 
Yamaguchi Prefecture. 

During this time, the U.S. military has kept its promise to 
refrain from flying the tilt-rotor aircraft until its safety is 
ascertained. 

Ensuring the safety of the Osprey, which takes off like a 
helicopter but flies like an aircraft, is, of course, essential. 

But many Japanese, especially people in Okinawa, are 
vehemently opposed to the deployment of Ospreys in Japan. 
This is not simply due to safety concerns about the aircraft, 
which has been involved in a number of accidents. 

At the root of strong public sentiment against Ospreys is 
indignation against the Japanese government over the lack of 
progress toward the promised return of the Futenma base, 
located in the middle of a densely populated area. 

Unless this problem is solved, it will remain all but 
impossible for the government to win public support to the 
deployment of Ospreys--no matter how strongly it stresses the 
safety of the aircraft. 

In Okinawa, the governor, the prefectural assembly and 
the mayor of the city of Nago, which is supposed to be home 
to new facilities to replace the Futenma facility, are all 
demanding that the base be transferred to a location outside 
Okinawa and Japan. 

It is glaringly obvious that the plan to move the base to 
the Henoko district of Nago is now impossible to carry out. 

Although it fully understands the situation, the 
government refuses to abandon the relocation plan. The 
government's attitude toward the issue is being sharply 
criticized as many people suspect the Futenma base will 

remain where it is far into the future, which is what people in 
Okinawa fear the most. 

If it sticks to its position that Japan has no choice but to 
accept the deployment of Ospreys, the government will have 
to do some fancy footwork to repair its relationship with 
Okinawa, which has been badly damaged. This can only be 
achieved by working all-out to build up mutual trust. 

The government needs to acknowledge candidly that its 
plan to move the Futenma base to Henoko is difficult to 
implement. 

In response to China's rapid military buildup, U.S. forces 
are shifting their strategic focus back toward Asia. At the same 
time, sharp cuts in U.S. military spending are in the cards. 

As the government's latest white paper on defense pointed 
out, Okinawa undoubtedly remains "a point of strategic 
importance." 

But there must be room for a major review of the 
presence of U.S. Marines in Okinawa in the context of the 
overall deterrence capability of the U.S. forces in the Pacific 
region. 

If the Marines have the Osprey, which boasts much 
greater speed and a far longer flight range than the aircraft it 
replaces, there should be no need for Marines to be stationed 
in Okinawa, say some experts. 

In Okinawa, a large-scale protest rally against the 
deployment of Ospreys to the Futenma base is planned. 

The governments of both Japan and the United States 
should remember the massive protest rally held in the 
prefecture following the rape of a schoolgirl by three U.S. 
servicemen in 1995. The incident must have made both Tokyo 
and Washington realize that the bilateral security alliance 
cannot work if it is surrounded by such strong antagonism 
among local residents. 

The Japanese and the U.S. governments need to make 
serious efforts to seek a new relocation site for the Futenma 
base and map out a reliable plan for the future return of the 
facility. 

Without such efforts, distrust and anxiety among local 
residents will not disappear no matter how strongly the 
governments "ascertain" the safety of the aircraft. 
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38. 'U.S. In Position To Strangle China's Maritime Lifelines' 
(GLOBAL TIMES (CHINA) 06 AUG 12) ... Li Jie 

As the geopolitical situation evolves, the enforcement and 
the range of the U.S. suppression and encirclement of China 
has been changing. 

Nevertheless, the U.S. has never stopped such efforts 
since the establishment of the People's Republic of China in 
1949. 

In recent years, the U.S. has increasingly pushed its 
"return to Asia" policy. The strategic nature of this policy still 
remains as suppressing and encircling China, but the prime 
goal is now maritime encirclement. 

When it comes to China's surrounding maritime 
environment in the past three years, problems have grown 
more complex and international. 

Recently, some nations, in collaboration with the U.S. and 
nearby big powers, have tried their best to upset China and 
create disputes in the South China Sea. 

Even so, the U.S. is unsatisfied and has involved itself 
closely into the region. 

In May and June, during the standoff between the 
Philippines and China over Huangyan Island, the U.S. sent off 
nuclear-powered attack submarine, getting in and out of Subic 
Bay. 

In addition, the U.S. stated that it would send four littoral 
combat ships to Singapore, due to the vital geographic 
location of the Strait of Malacca, which is the strategic 
passage of the South China Sea and the key to both the Indian 
and Pacific Oceans. 
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The U.S. has never languished in the East China Sea and 
the Yellow Sea either. With Japan's efforts in the Diaoyu 
Islands, the U.S. just needs to continue tightening up and 
holding on the first island chain. 

In order to set up a doubly-locked passage, the U.S. has 
placed 24 MV-22 Ospreys in the Marine Corps Air Station 
Futenma, directing against Chinese submarines. 

In the Yellow Sea, the U.S. held joint military exercises 
with South Korea in March and another set of exercises with 
South Korea and Japan in June. The latter exercises, which 
were aimed at strengthening cooperation among the U.S., 
South Korea and Japan, included the striking appearance of 
the George Washington nuclear-powered aircraft carrier. 

China's strategic direction at sea has become a major 
concern of the U.S. The U.S. has many advantages over China 
when conducting suppression and encirclement at sea. 

The U.S. not only has many large and medium-size 
warships, but can also sail to other nations' offshore waters to 
carry out military deterrence freely and even conduct long-
range precision strikes from sea to land. 

If the U.S. notices the threat from opponents' offshore or 
inshore forces and weapons, the U.S. vessels are able to 
swiftly retreat to secure waters, getting twofold results with 

half the effort. Comparatively, it's much easier to strike the 
bases and airfields on land. 

Another reason for the U.S. to put more emphasis on the 
sea is that more than 90 percent of China's foreign trade 
volume is conducted through sea passages, and the value of 
naval trade makes up two-thirds of China's GDP. 

A large proportion of critical strategic materials, including 
crude oils, iron ores and natural rubber, is transported through 
the sea. 

In fact, China has become an export-oriented economy, 
highly depending on sea lanes and passages. The U.S. knows 
this very clearly and believes that if necessary, it could 
smother or slow down the rapid development of Chinese 
economy. We should keep a clear mind and be highly alert on 
this point. 

Of course, the U.S. has never given up suppressing and 
encircling China by land by basing troops and backing 
democratic revolutions in Central Asia. But nations in Central 
Asia have widespread mutual geopolitical and economic 
interests with China. 

In this sense, to encircle China by land is much more 
difficult than by sea. 

The author is a senior researcher at the Chinese Naval 
Research Institute. 

Return to Index 
 

39. New Arena of Sino-Indian Rivalry 
South China Sea New Ground for India-China Rivalry 
(SINGAPORE STRAITS TIMES 07 AUG 12) ... Harsh V. Pant 

While the world focuses on the rising tension between 
China and the Philippines in the South China Sea, Beijing and 
New Delhi are also engaged in a quiet struggle in the 
contested waters. 

By putting up for international bidding the same oil block 
that India had obtained from Vietnam for exploration, China 
has thrown down a gauntlet. By deciding to stay put in the 
assigned block, India has indicated it's ready to take up the 
Chinese challenge. At stake is Chinese opposition to India's 
claim to be a regional power. 

The conflict between India and China over the South 
China Sea has been building for more than a year. India signed 
an agreement with Vietnam in October last year to expand and 
promote oil exploration in the South China Sea and has now 
reconfirmed its decision to carry on despite the Chinese 
challenge to the legality of Indian presence. 

By accepting the Vietnamese invitation to explore for oil 
and gas in blocks 127 and 128, India's state-owned oil 
company ONGC Videsh, or OVL, not only expressed New 
Delhi's desire to deepen its friendship with Vietnam, but also 
ignored China's warning to stay away. After asking countries 
"outside the region" to stay away from the South China Sea, 
China issued a demarche to India in November last year, 
underlining that Beijing's permission should be sought for 
exploration in blocks 127 and 128 and, without it, OVL's 
activities would be considered illegal. Vietnam, meanwhile 
had underlined the 1982 UN Convention on the Law of the 
Sea to claim its sovereign rights over the two blocks being 
explored. India decided to go with Vietnam's claims and 
ignore China's objections. 

China has been objecting to the Indian exploration 
projects in the region, claiming that the territory comes under 

its sovereignty. Whereas India continues to maintain that its 
exploration projects in the region are purely commercial, 
China has viewed such activities as an issue of sovereign 
rights. 

India's moves unsettled China, which views New Delhi's 
growing engagement in East Asia with suspicion. India's 
decision to explore for hydrocarbons with Vietnam followed a 
July 2011 incident during which an unidentified Chinese 
warship demanded that an INS Airavat, an amphibious assault 
vessel, identify itself and explain its presence in the South 
China Sea after leaving Vietnamese waters. Completing a 
scheduled port call in Vietnam, the Indian warship was in 
international waters. 

After an initial show of defiance, India had second 
thoughts. In May, India's junior oil minister R. P. N. Singh 
told the Parliament that OVL had decided to return block 128 
to Vietnam as exploration there wasn't commercially viable. 
Hanoi publicly suggested that New Delhi's decision was a 
response to pressure from China. 

Last month, after Vietnam gave OVL more incentives in 
terms of a longer period to prove commercial viability, India 
decided to continue the joint exploration. Vietnam decided to 
extend the OVL contract for hydrocarbon exploration in block 
128, reiterating that it valued India's presence in the South 
China Sea for regional strategic balance. 

In June, state-owned China National Offshore Oil 
Company, or CNOOC, opened nine blocks for exploration in 
waters also claimed by Vietnam. Oil block 128, which 
Vietnam argues is inside its 200-nautical mile exclusive 
economic zone granted under the UN Law of the Sea, is part 
of the nine blocks offered for global bidding by CNOOC. 
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By putting up for global bidding a Vietnamese petroleum 
block under exploration by an Indian oil company, China has 
forced India into a corner. That India would not be cowed by 
Chinese manoeuvres came during last month's Asean Regional 
Forum in Phnom Penh. There, India made a strong case for 
supporting not only freedom of navigation but also access to 
resources in accordance with principles of international law. 
New Delhi, which so often likes to sit on margins and avoid 
taking sides, must assume it can no longer afford the luxury of 
inaction if it wants to preserve credibility as a significant actor 
i n both East Asia and South-east Asia. 

Like other major powers, India is concerned about China's 
challenge to free access to the waters of the South China Sea. 
The South China Sea passage is too vital for trade and 
international security to be controlled by a single country. 

Meanwhile, China has been doing its best to roil the 
waters in the South China Sea. Concerns have been rising 
about China's claim to the ownership to much of the South 
China Sea waters and the Chinese Navy's assertive behaviour 
in the region. China has decided to establish a military 
garrison in the Paracels in a latest attempt to assert claims over 
the region. China's Defence Ministry has openly warned that 
"combat ready" Chinese naval and air patrols are ready to 
"protect our maritime rights and interests" in the South China 
Sea. 

In a bold display of power and with the help of its friend 
Cambodia, China prevented Asean from even issuing a joint 
statement for the first time in the organisation's 45-year 
history. China succeeded in playing divide-and-rule politics, 

thereby ensuring that the dispute remains a bilateral matter 
between Beijing and individual rival claimants. 

When China suggests that it would like to extend its 
territorial waters - which usually extend 12 nautical miles 
from shore - to include the entire exclusive economic zone, 
extending 200 nautical miles, it is challenging the fundamental 
principle of free navigation. All maritime powers, including 
India, have a national interest in freedom of navigation, open 
access to Asia's maritime commons and respect for 
international law in the South China Sea. China has collided 
with Japan, South Korea, Vietnam and the Philippines in 
recent months over issues related to the exploitation of the 
East China Sea and the South China Sea for mineral resources 
and oil. 

India's interest in access to Vietnam's energy resources 
puts it in direct conflict with China's claims over the territory. 
In an ultimate analysis, this issue is not merely about 
commerce and energy. It is about strategic rivalry between 
two rising powers in the Asian landscape. If China can expand 
its presence in the Indian Ocean region, as New Delhi 
anticipates, India can also do the same in South China Sea 
waters. As China's power grows, it will test India's resolve for 
maintaining a substantive presence in the South China Sea. 

India has so far been a passive observer amid growing 
maritime tensions and territorial claims in the region. But now 
after expanding its footprints in the South China Sea, New 
Delhi must come to terms with China's regional prowess. The 
challenge for New Delhi is to match strategic ambition 
realistically with appropriate resources and capabilities. 

The writer teaches in King's College, London. 
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BBLLOOGGSS::  
40. EXCERPTS FROM BLOGS AROUND THE WORLD 
(PUBLISHED 03 – 06 AUG 12) 

 
Thoughts on Blogging by ADM J.C. Harvey, Jr. from 

Fleet Forces Command Blog, Aug. 3 
It’s been a little over three years since I took command of 

Fleet Forces and started this blog. Throughout my tour, this 
blog has been an important way for me to share my thoughts 
and solicit feedback on various topics that I believed were 
important to the Fleet. I’ve learned about many issues of 
which I’m not sure I would have otherwise discovered, talked 
with and helped Sailors who needed additional information on 
certain topics or had experiences that required improvement to 
our policies and processes, and received a great deal of 
valuable feedback from readers who cared enough about the 
Fleet and our Sailors to sit down and type a meaningful 
response. 

Throughout my time blogging, I’ve been very impressed 
by the hard work many of you in the “blogosphere” put into 
maintaining your blogs and producing quality content. And 
while we don’t always agree on our Navy’s “hot topics,” I 
want you to know that I’ve greatly enjoyed being an active 
member of this community and contributing to the discussion 
– whether on your blog or mine. With that said, I want to be 
clear that this is certainly not goodbye (not yet at least). I have 
a few more posts that I look forward to sharing over the next 
few weeks before I sign off for the last time. In the meantime, 

I want to share a few brief thoughts on blogging with those of 
you who are considering a blog as an additional way of 
communicating with your command/staff. 

Understand The Commitment 
First and foremost, make sure you understand the level of 

commitment involved with posting frequently and following 
up on comments. We’ve all seen blogs that start with great 
promise and then quickly fade away because the owner did not 
fully understand or appreciate the level of commitment 
required. This blog has required a considerable amount of my 
time, but it has also been an extremely valuable tool for me (in 
my current position) and I’ve actually enjoyed every moment 
I’ve devoted to it. 

Stay Engaged 
I believe this blog has been effective because of the 

meaningful two-way communication I established with my 
readers. There were quite a few times I was given the good, 
the bad and the ugly on this blog, but I wouldn’t have it any 
other way. Because of the open and honest dialogue, I’ve been 
able to help many of our Sailors understand and work through 
some of the more unique problems in our Navy (such as IA 
deployments). Quite frankly, I had hoped for more two-way 
dialogue directly from the Fleet, but I understand the many 
reasons for the reluctance of some to engage. It turns out my 
readership was an expanding group over time and I looked 
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forward to reaching out to them even if I didn’t usually hear 
back from them. 

There’s nothing wrong with starting a blog simply to 
transmit information to your people, but I personally believe a 
blog is most effective when you have an open and active 
dialog with your readers. But regardless of how you choose to 
run your blog, I strongly recommend that you never ask for 
feedback from your readers if you’re not willing to follow-up 
on the information you receive. There’s no quicker way to lose 
credibility with your Sailors. 

Keep It In Perspective 
Finally, always remember that the blog is not about you, 

it’s about your command, your mission and your people. 
Whether you’re sharing your thoughts on a particular topic to 
ensure your intent is understood, highlighting the unique 
capabilities of a unit you recently visited, or soliciting 
feedback on a particular idea, the focus should always be on 
the command and the people and how you can help improve 
mission performance. Because at the end of the day, it’s our 
Sailors and our Civilian teammates who make our Navy great, 
and who accomplish the mission, day in and day out. 

 
Pentagon’s ‘Air-Sea Battle’ Plan Explained. Finally. 

by Sam LaGrone from Danger Room (WIRED), Aug. 6 
In 2009, the Navy and the Air Force introduced a new 

concept for fighting called “Air-Sea Battle.” 
Three years later, even Pentagon insiders are still 

completely baffled by it. 
Popular consensus says Air-Sea Battle, or ASB, is one of 

the Pentagon’s plans to counter China, which is getting better 
and better at throwing up roadblocks for an invading force and 
eroding an aggressor’s ability to enter a contested territory. 
(The Taiwan Straits, for example.) 

It’s true: China –along with Iran and North Korea — were 
obviously considered when the ASB concept was developed. 
But they are not explicit targets. 

In fact, ASB isn’t even a doctrine or a strategy. It won’t 
produce a manual or a battle plan. 

So what is it? 
From a dozen conversations over the last nine months 

with defense officials, other reporters and gangs of think 
tankers here’s the best analogy I can come up with: ASB is a 
help desk for 21st Century warfare. 

The ASB office is staffed with people who understand the 
capabilities of the Pentagon’s arsenal in intimate and 
exhaustive detail. Armed with that information, the ASB staff 
can concoct a solution for field commanders to coordinate 
against threats, be it against threats in the South China Sea, 
Strait of Hormuz or any other scenario on the planet. 

Here’s an example: During 2011′s Operation Odyssey 
Dawn — the attack on Libya — ships in the port of Misrata 
were being fired on by regime loyalist small boat swarms and 
by a costal patrol craft. Air controllers on the nearby destroyer 
USS Barry scrambled the nearest aircrafts with any capability 
to deal with the threat. Those were a P-3C Orion sub hunter 
and a tank killing A-10 Thunderbolt II. It’s difficult to pick 
any two aircraft in the U.S. arsenal less likely to work in 
tandem. The P-3C is an aircraft that mostly acts as a 
reconnaissance platform on the open ocean geared toward 
detecting and killing submarines. It can be fitted with ground 
attack Maverick missiles, which are almost never used. The A-

10 was built as a Soviet tank killer and until Misrata had never 
been used for fighting on water. 

Controlled from the Barry, the pair quickly fought off the 
threat, likely without the benefit of the tactical data links 
common in most fighters. 

The ASB office wasn’t involved in the Libya op. But the 
highly unorthodox Misrata air attack reflects what ASB will 
eventually do: fix the problem in front of you with the tools 
you have on hand or can get quickly. 

However, popular consensus says ASB is the Pentagon’s 
plan to counter China; Most recently, theWashington Post 
made the assumption in his Thursday page one story on ASB. 

The heads of the Navy and Air Force swear this isn’t true. 
But they’ve had trouble making this case — in large part, 
because they’ve been so awful at explaining ASB to the 
public. 

In November, they made an attempt to allay confusion. 
About two dozen national security beat reporters, me included, 
were called to the ‘Gon to be briefed by members of the Air-
Sea Battle office. A collection of unidentified officers faced 
off against a room of reporters that were struggling to 
understand. 

“The Pentagon stressed that the office is ‘not about a 
specific actor, not about a specific regime,’” wrote Defense 
News Chris Cavas after the November briefing. ”Officials 
resisted efforts by reporters to link the effort to China’s rising 
capabilities.” 

The Pentagon has been reluctant on the ‘for instances’ 
with ASB, with the understandable worry that a specific 
scenario would provoke China. But the lack of clarity on what 
ASB actually is having the same effect when general public 
writ large thinks it’s a secret China plan the Pentagon won’t 
acknowledge. 

“The result has been an information vacuum that has 
sown confusion and controversy,” the Post’s Greg Jaffe wrote. 

And though ASB isn’t specifically targeted at China, the 
Pentagon isn’t doing much to counter that view in the popular 
press or with the Chinese themselves, said former Vice 
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff General James 
Cartwright in April at the Joint Warfighting Conference in 
Virginia Beach, Va. ”AirSea Battle is demonizing China. 
That’s not in anybody’s interest,” he said. 

Air Force Chief of Staff Norton Schwartz said as much in 
May when asked how ASB would be used to counter China: 
“This inclination to narrow down on a particular scenario is 
unhelpful.” 

But without greater clarification from the Pentagon the 
odds of conflating and misinterpreting ASB is high. 

“To some, [ASB is] becoming the Holy Grail,” 
Cartwright said. “[But] it’s neither a doctrine nor a scenario 
and it’s trying to be all things to all people.” 

 
The self-serving Military Industrial Complex fantasy 

that is AirSea Battle by Thomas P.M. Barnett from 
Globlogization, Aug. 4 

Nice WAPO piece (by Greg Jaffe, of course) on the great 
COIN counterattack that is the AirSea Battle. As scenario 
work goes, what CSBA has done in its war-games has to rank 
right up there with the most egregiously implausible efforts 
ever made to justify arms build-ups. These games, done for 
Andrew Marshall's Office of Net Assessment, enthusiastically 



 34

embrace what I have long dubbed the exceedingly narrow 
"war within the context of war" mindset - purposefully zeroing 
out all outside existing reality that readily contradicts the core 
operational concepts behind AirSea Battle. 

For my most complete criticism of ASBC, see "Big-War 
Thinking in a Small-War Era: The Rise of the AirSea Battle 
Concept" for China Security. 

A quote from respected China expert Jonathan Pollack, 
who, in another life, was a colleague of mine at the Naval War 
College: 

Some critics doubt that China, which owns $1.6 
trillion in U.S. debt and depends heavily on the 
American economy, would strike U.S. forces out of the 
blue. 

“It is absolutely fraudulent,” said Jonathan D. 
Pollack, a senior fellow at Brookings. “What is the 
imaginable context or scenario for this attack?” 

Other defense analysts warn that an assault on the 
Chinese mainland carries potentially catastrophic risks 
and could quickly escalate to nuclear armageddon. 

The war games elided these concerns. Instead they 
focused on how U.S. forces would weather the initial 
Chinese missile salvo and attack. 
That last bit is what I mean when I say the "big war" 

crowd inside the Pentagon is actively seeking to lower the 
threshold of great-power war: when confronted with the 
dangers of escalation, these complications are simply 
eliminated from the model in a truly Strangelovian twist of 
logic. 

Here's how I wrote that bit up in the China Security piece: 
Most incredulously, a guiding assumption of the 

CSBA’s war scenario analysis is that, despite the high 
likelihood that a Sino-U.S. conventional conflict 
“would devolve into a prolonged war” (presumably 
with tens of thousands of casualties on China’s side at 
least), mutual nuclear deterrence would be preserved 
throughout the conflict even as China suffers 
humiliating defeat across the board. The historical 
proof offered for this stunning judgment? Neither Nazi 
Germany nor Saddam Hussein’s Iraq used chemical 
weapons as a last-ditch tool to stave off defeat. And if 
China took that desperate step? The CSBA then admits 
that, “the character of the conflict would change so 
drastically as to render discussion of major 
conventional warfare irrelevant.” As strategic “oops!” 
disclaimers go, that one has the benefit of 
understatement. 
You'd think such thinking was impossible in this 

connected day and age, but it's a testament to 91-year-old 
Marshall's staying power within the Pentagon, along with the 
military industrial complex's enduring attraction to his high-$, 
big-ticket approach to future war. Mr. Marshall still wants his 
"revolution in military affairs" - no matter what it costs or 
what arms races and major conflicts it may encourage. 

This is a vision of war that's long been in search (since the 
1980s) of a suitable enemy. Naturally, no matter how China 
"rises," it fits the bill. So the more we push the envelope, the 
more the Chinese push back. And when the right Vietnamese 
fisherman is arrested, well ... hell, man! We'll be ready for 
World War III. 

Overkill? Undoubtedly. 

But more to the point: tell me how this imagined war will 
end to our advantage? 

But these are meaningless questions to those who refuse 
to imagine, as I like to say, "war within the context of 
everything else." Because, in the end, the outside world 
doesnt' matter. What matters is who controls the bucks inside 
the Pentagon. 

Naturally, the Army and Marines are less than thrilled 
with the vision: 

Inside the Pentagon, the Army and Marine Corps 
have mounted offensives against the concept, which 
could lead to less spending on ground combat. 

An internal assessment, prepared for the Marine 
Corps commandant and obtained by The Washington 
Post, warns that “an Air-Sea Battle-focused Navy and 
Air Force would be preposterously expensive to build 
in peace time” and would result in “incalculable human 
and economic destruction” if ever used in a major war 
with China. 

The concept, however, aligns with Obama’s 
broader effort to shift the U.S. military’s focus toward 
Asia and provides a framework for preserving some of 
the Pentagon’s most sophisticated weapons programs, 
many of which have strong backing in Congress. 
That last line says it all. AirSea Battle is an exercise in 

spending fantastic amounts of U.S. taxpayer dollars in certain 
congressional districts. This is the only reason it flourishes and 
the primary reason why a cynical Obama embraces it - 
namely, it proves his "tough on defense" credentials as he 
draws down in Afghanistan. 

We have no serious leadership in Washington. Strategic 
thinking has been completely eliminated in the quest for 
program-preserving rationales. It is a sad time to be in this 
business. 

This is what I meant when I said that 9/11 saved us from 
ourselves. The Bush neocons were all wound up about China 
prior to 9/11, and now that that strategic narrative has been 
consummated - in our minds, at least - by Osama Bin Laden's 
assassination, the China hawks are once again ascendant. 

Why? There is simply more of the right kind of defense 
dollars in this vision (meaning uber-expensive high tech stuff - 
not those pesky troops). 

This vision fits the country's mood: what's wrong with 
America is China - not what's actually wrong with America. 
Since fixing America would be hard, it's better to blame China 
and feel better about our failings by gearing up for high-tech 
war with the Chinese. 

The worst part? This is a self-licking ice cream cone. 
As China's development matures and the government is 

forced to limit defense spending in deference to the mounting 
costs associated with environmental damage, aging of the 
population, rising demand for better healthcare, safer food and 
products, etc., the PLA desperately needs an external enemy 
image to justify protecting its share of the pie (which is 
already smaller than the amount spent on internal security). 
Thus, the PLA needs the Pentagon's big-war crowd as much as 
the latter needs the PLA. 

This is a marriage made in heaven - and pursued with an 
indifferent cynicism that is stunning in its magnitude. 
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More Effective and More Efficient: Increasing 
Military Power with Less Money by Bill R. French from 
Democracy Arsenal, Aug. 6 

Last week’s political torrent on the national security 
implications of sequester was predictably unconstructive, 
ranging from feuds over pink slips to McCain’s “sequester 
tour.” 

At some point, though, Congress will hopefully do its job, 
likely by making a deal to avoid sequester that makes modest 
reductions in defense spending – as it should. Arguments for 
reducing the defense budget tend to emphasize the numbers, 
like how even sequester size cuts of $55 billion per year would 
only return the Pentagon’s base budget to 2007 levels. 

Those facts are important, but they’re only half the reason 
that the defense budget can be safely reduced. The other half 
is operational and strategic in nature: in part due to 
technological advances, the U.S. can employ more cost-
efficient ways to develop and field its combat power directly. 
Moreover, many of these ways of doing more with less also 
better address emerging challenges. 

The surface of this line of analysis has only begun to be 
scratched – most comprehensively by the ongoing Responsible 
Defense project at the Center for a New American Security. 
Yet, various corners of the national security community – 
including senior military officials – have proposed or begun to 
implement concepts for innovative, cost-efficient military 
power. 

Below are four topline concepts that help to illustrate how 
the military can better meet future challenges while saving 
resources: 

1. Payloads Over Platforms 
Chief of Naval Operations Admiral Greenert has called 

for a shift in thinking from platforms to payloads, “We need to 
move from ‘luxury-car’ platforms—with their built-in 
capabilities—toward dependable ‘trucks’ that can handle a 
changing payload selection.” That is, rather than emphasizing 
exquisite platforms like the F-22, priced at $469 million each, 
the military should better leverage what he calls the 
“revolution in precision guided munitions” (PGMs). Standoff 
PGMs provide substantial cost benefits, can strike from farther 
away and because they can be developed faster, are able to 
keep closer pace with evolving technology. 

On cost-savings, it’s worth quoting Admiral Greenert at 
length: 

"A Tomahawk missile, for example, costs about $1.2 
million, while a JDAM is about $30,000. To strike a single 
target, however, the total training, maintenance, and 
operations cost to get a manned aircraft close enough to 
deliver the JDAM is several times higher than the cost of 
launching a Tomahawk at the same target from a destroyer, 
submarine or aircraft operating several hundred miles away." 

2. Networked Forces 
Using information systems to coordinate actions across a 

battlespace is still in its infancy. Indeed, the Pentagon’s most 
forward-looking operational concepts push the benefits of 
networked forces even further. If steered in the right direction, 
this can serve as an engine for greater cost savings and 
adapting the military to future needs. 

For example, the Pentagon’s hyper-expensive, hyper-
capable assets can coordinate with either older platforms or 
relatively simple and cheap future systems – what is 

sometimes termed a ‘hi-lo mix.’ As a case in point, a RAND 
study outlined how modified B-1 bombers carrying very long-
range air-to-air missiles might work in conjunction with F-22s 
against high-end adversaries to help compensate for inferior 
numbers and inadequate weapons loads. Innovations such as 
these allow for smaller buys of astronomically expensive 
platforms, like the $1.5 trillion F-35 program slated to produce 
over 2,000 aircraft. 

3. Modularity 
Modular platforms, like the Navy’s upcoming Littoral 

Combat Ship, are basic frames that have key capabilities 
‘plugged in and out’ depending on the mission. The frame 
remains the same, but the ‘modules’ that contain the 
capabilities are different, allowing the same platform to switch 
to different roles as needed, rather than having to build 
entirely separate systems. 

Modular designs benefit from decreased costs because 
economies of scale make its cheaper to produce larger 
numbers of a single platform than to produce multiple fleets of 
specialized systems. Importantly, designing new modules 
allows a platform to take on new missions or have its 
capabilities updated throughout its service life, building 
adaptability into the force as a hedge against future needs and 
uncertainty. This can prevent the need to design entirely new 
platforms, generating further savings. 

4. Forward Stationing 
For a Navy, where ships are stationed can matter as much 

as the number of ships it has. Admiral Stavridis, the 
Commander of European Command, testified to Congress that 
in some instances, a ship forward stationed near its area of 
operation can maintain the presence that would otherwise 
require five vessels. By forward stationing larger numbers of 
its fleet, the Navy can use what it has to better effect – 
especially as the expansive Asia-Pacific becomes the central 
focus of American security interests. 

Thus, when Mitt Romney calls for increasing the Navy’s 
annual shipbuilding plan from 9 to 15, he’s choosing to spend 
tens of billions of dollar rather than examine more practical 
and readily available options. 

 
Top 5 Things China’s Navy Needs…To Be a Blue-

water Navy by James R. Holmes from The Naval 
Diplomat, August 5 

For decades China disavowed any desire for a blue-water 
navy. Mao Zedong derided missions beyond coastal defense. 
Admiral Liu Huaqing, the intellectual father of the People’s 
Liberation Army Navy, envisioned a globe-straddling force. 
But Liu was in no hurry. He was content to postpone 
fulfillment of his design until around 2050, reasoning that 
Beijing must settle matters close to home before venturing far 
away. So where does the PLA Navy stand? What are the top 
five things it must accomplish or procure to call itself a true 
blue-water navy? Here’s my draft list: 

5. Develop MIW (Mine Warfare). The PLA Navy has 
preserved its legacy as a coastal defense force even while 
eyeing the blue water. Offensive mine warfare remains one of 
its core competencies to this day. Its capacity to clear sea 
mines deployed by enemies is another question entirely. 
Chinese mariners will encounter a kind of role reversal as they 
start operating near others’ shores. Local defense forces may 
seed offshore waters with mines to inhibit China’s freedom of 
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action. Unless Beijing is willing to write off certain expanses, 
it needs to develop hardware and skills for counter-mine 
warfare. MIW measures cannot be improvised on the fly. This 
is slow, painstaking, highly technical work. 

4. Develop ASW. Ditto for antisubmarine warfare—
except more so. Mines are inert if cleverly engineered pieces 
of gear. ASW forces confront human ingenuity and 
perseverance. Undersea warfare is an intensely interactive 
game of cat-and-mouse; just watch The Hunt for Red October, 
Run Silent, Run Deep, or my favorite, The Enemy Below. The 
PLA Navy should grasp this intuitively, since China has 
premised its access-denial strategy in large part on diesel 
submarines’ acting as pickets in the China seas or Western 
Pacific. It should expect others to turn the tables. Yet building 
the capacity to hunt subs appears to remain a low priority for 
the navy. Naval officials need to rethink their priorities or 
stick close to home. 

3. Build unsexy ships. Before he met his, er, untimely 
demise after World War II, Allied interrogators asked General 
Hideki Tōjō what he considered the decisive factors in the 
Pacific War. The U.S. submarine campaign was one (see #4). 
Tōjō also credited the U.S. Pacific Fleet’s capacity to wage 
war continuously across transcontinental distances, 
surmounting the tyranny of distance. Task forces could 
hammer away without surcease because they were amply 
supplied with fuel and stores ships and had learned techniques 
for UNREP, or replenishing vital stores while still at sea. 
Combatants pull up alongside stores ships at heart-palpitating 
range, rig up hoses and transfer wires, and take in bullets, 
beans, and black oil (as U.S. Navy oldtimers say). The PLA 
Navy has put little effort into its combat logistics fleet, but it 
will need such a force to range across the world’s oceans and 
seas. Just-in-time logistics seldom works for navies. 

I would add that a fleet of destroyer and submarine 
tenders—floating maintenance facilities outfitted with 
machine shops, welding shops, and the like—would give 
Beijing an option the U.S. Navy has sadly allowed to atrophy. 
Namely, the PLA Navy could forward-deploy temporary 
maintenance facilities to support forward operations. Tenders 
would grant China the capacity to create a mobile, politically 
uncontroversial—relatively speaking—string of pearls. The 
PLA Navy could dispatch these workhorse vessels to 
commercial ports bankrolled by Beijing, erecting instant 
“lilypad” naval bases in lieu of permanent—and possibly 
objectionable—infrastructure. (And yes, I do have some 
history with and affection for tenders, having spent a few 
months in the good ship USS Puget Sound as a youngster.) 

2. Go to sea—a lot. I would assign this the top spot 
except that it applies to all navies, coastal, regional, or global. 
Chinese mariners need to go to sea as a matter of routine, 
regardless of whether Chinese fleets stand out into faraway 
seas or confine their endeavors to home waters. Napoleon 
wisely observed that warriors have to eat soup together for a 
long time to fight effectively together. Seamen do not hone 
their craft or build esprit de corps by sitting pierside. They 
need to ply the raging seas. Lord Nelson scoffed at the idea 
that enforcing a close blockade on Napoleonic France had 
enfeebled the Royal Navy. He pointed out that British Sailors 
constantly honed their skills while their French foes sat in port 
gambling, swilling wine, and chasing courtesans. Remaining 
on station for long spaces of time may be wearisome for 

crews, but it confers enormous benefits. The PLA Navy needs 
to cast off all lines and get out there more than episodically, or 
else cede the all-important human edge to prospective 
opponents. 

1. Think like a blue-water fleet. You’ll notice my top 
two priorities for China’s navy are about the human factor in 
seafaring and maritime combat. As Herodotus observed, 
culture is king. That’s true of organizations as well as 
societies. The PLA Navy must transcend its Maoist heritage as 
a coastal defense fleet to take its station alongside the U.S. 
Navy as a blue-water navy. Access denial is an impressive 
thing. It lets China’s navy roam the China seas, much of the 
Western Pacific, and parts of the Indian Ocean while staying 
under protective cover from antiship ballistic missiles (yes, I 
understand questions linger about the ASBM) and other short-
range armaments. But Chinese seafarers must ultimately shuck 
off their defensive “fortress-fleet” mentality. Shore-based fire 
support doesn’t extend across the globe, while local powers 
can mount “contested zones” against a PLA Navy fighting far 
from home. The PLA Navy will be on the offensive—and thus 
must fundamentally reinvent its culture to think like an 
offensive force. 

Soooo...these are the basics as I see them. My list neglects 
items with sex appeal, like aircraft carriers, nuclear-driven 
submarines, and land-attack cruise missiles. And deliberately 
so. There are many varieties of blue-water navy. A lot depends 
on what Beijing wants its navy to accomplish. But the PLA 
Navy will need the skills, cultural traits, and hardware I 
prescribe here, regardless of whether it ends up accentuating 
carrier aviation, undersea warfare, or surface operations. 
That’s why these are my Top 5. 

 
Russian Drones Lag U.S. Models by 20 Years by 

David Axe from Danger Room (WIRED), Aug. 6 
The Russian military will acquire long-range, presumably 

jet-powered strike drones to help replace its arsenal of decrepit 
Cold War-era Tupolev heavy bombers, according to 
Moscow’s long-range aviation commander, Lt. Gen. Anatoly 
Zhikharev. 

Just one problem: The new drones won’t be ready for 
combat until 2040 at the earliest, Zhikharev told Russian news 
agency RIA Novosti. That’s a full two decades after the U.S. 
plans to deploy its own jet-propelled, armed unmanned aerial 
vehicles. 

Remember when U.S. presidential candidate Mitt 
Romney called Russia America’s “number-one geopolitical 
foe?” Romney subsequently dialed back that rhetoric. But the 
two-decade gap between U.S. and Russian drone technology is 
still a useful reminder that Moscow does not pose a major 
military threat to any country that isn’t its immediate 
neighbor. 

Zhikharev’s admission of the drone gap comes at a 
desperate time for the once-mighty Russian aerospace 
industry. Political pressure is building for the Kremlin to 
acquire modern weaponry on par with that of the U.S., 
European and the most advanced Asian militaries. This 
summer, newly reelected Russian president Vladimir Putin 
vowed to equip the air force with a new manned bomber, a 
new early-warning radar plane and several types of drones. 
“This is a most important area of development in aviation,” 
Putin said of UAVs. 
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But while Russian industry has reliably churned out 
upgraded versions of Cold War jet fighters while also slowly 
developing the T-50, Moscow’s first stealth fighter prototype, 
aerospace companies have struggled to design working UAVs. 
Drones demand lightweight materials and systems, but 
Russian flight hardware “tends to be overbuilt,” according to 
U.S. trade publication Defense Industry Daily. 

Lack of technological foresight is another problem. 
Putin’s recent cheerleading for drones belies decades during 
which the Russian military willfully neglected robotic aircraft. 

In 2007, Moscow’s state-owned gas and oil producer 
Gazprom teamed up with aerospace firm Irkut to develop two 
models of camera-equipped medium drone for patrolling 
Gazprom’s thousands of miles of pipelines. In size and 
endurance, Gazprom’s civil UAVs were roughly equivalent to 
American and European military models, including the U.S. 
Predator. Even so, the Kremlin was “not overly impressed” 
and “largely ignored” the drones, U.S. Navy Lt. Cmdr. Cindy 
Hurst wrote. 

A year later Russia went to war with its neighbor Georgia, 
a country of only 4.5 million people that nevertheless had been 
able to equip its armed forces with Israeli-made Hermes 
drones, totally outclassing Russia’s surveillance forces. After 
the war Russia spent $53 million on its own fleet of probably a 
dozen or so Israeli UAVs, including Searcher and I-View 
models. 

These remain Moscow’s only modern drones. Belated 
efforts to design indigenous flying robots have all fallen flat. 
In January 2010 a prototype of the Vega Company’s Stork 
UAV crashed and burned on takeoff, as seen in the video 
above. The crash apparently ended that particular program. 

In essence, Russia is starting from scratch on homemade 
robot warplanes, some 20 years after other advanced nations 
began getting serious about UAVs. Russian officials are 
promising a first flight for an indigenous, Predator-class drone 
in 2014, but in light of past failures the plan lacks credibility. 
It’s not hard to see why a jet-powered drone bomber could 
require a full 30 years to develop, starting today. 

The U.S. military, by contrast, already operates hundreds 
of medium drones, including armed Predators and Reapers — 
to say nothing of thousands of small drones and dozens of 
airliner-size Global Hawks. 

Meanwhile, American firms have produced four different 
jet-propelled, drone bomber demonstrators in anticipation of a 
Navy contest to put armed UAVs on carrier decks by 2018. 
And the Air Force is planning to make its newest bomber, due 
to enter service in the 2020s, “optionally manned.” That 
means it can switch from a piloted warplane to a drone with 
the flip of a few switches. 

Against these robots, Russia’s 2040 drone bomber could 
seem hopelessly late — if it enters service at all. 

View Clip (RT: 0:54) 
 
YOUR Navy Operating Forward: Arabian Sea, 

Atlantic Ocean, Pacific Ocean from Navy Live, Aug. 6 

Right now your Navy is 100% on watch around the globe 
helping to preserve the American way of life. Whether it be 
operating and training in the waters off the coast of Virginia 
or forward deployed to the South China Sea, the flexibility and 
presence provided by our U.S. naval forces provides national 
leaders with great options for protecting and maintaining our 
national security and interests around the world. The imagery 
below highlights the Navy’s ability to provide those options by 
operating forward. 

 A flight deck shooter signals for the launch of a T-45 
C Goshawk training aircraft attached to the Tigers of 
Training Squadron (VT) 9 aboard the aircraft carrier 
USS Harry S. Truman (CVN 75). Harry S. Truman is 
underway conducting carrier qualifications. 

 Sailors assigned to the Combat Systems department 
aboard the aircraft carrier USS Enterprise (CVN 65) 
perform preventative maintenance on a radar while 
working aloft. Enterprise is deployed to the U.S. 5th 
Fleet area of responsibility conducting maritime 
security operations, theater security cooperation 
efforts and support missions as part of Operation 
Enduring Freedom. 

 The amphibious assault ship USS Peleliu (LHA 5) 
receives fuel from the Military Sealift Command fast 
combat support ship USNS Bridge (T-AOE 10) 
during a replenishment at sea. Peleliu is the flagship 
for the Peleliu Amphibious Ready Group and is 
underway conducting a composite training unit 
exercise (COMPTUEX) in the Pacific Ocean with the 
amphibious dock landing ship USS Rushmore (LSD 
47) and amphibious transport dock ship USS Green 
Bay (LPD 20). 

 Sailors participate in a weapons qualification exercise 
live-fire in the well deck aboard the amphibious 
dock-landing ship USS Gunston Hall (LSD 44). 
Gunston Hall, with the embarked 24th Marine 
Expeditionary Unit, is part of the Iwo Jima 
Amphibious Ready Group and is deployed in support 
of maritime security operations and theater security 
cooperation efforts in the U.S. 5th Fleet area of 
responsibility. 

 An E-2C Hawkeye assigned to the Bluetails of 
Carrier Airborne Early Warning Squadron (VAW) 
121 launches from the flight deck of the Nimitz-class 
aircraft carrier USS Dwight D. Eisenhower (CVN 
69). Eisenhower is deployed to the U.S. 5th Fleet 
area of responsibility conducting maritime security 
operations theater security cooperation efforts and 
support missions as part of Operation Enduring 
Freedom. 

 The Ticonderoga-class guided-missile cruiser USS 
Cape St. George (CG 71) is underway in the Atlantic 
Ocean. 

View Gallery (6 Photos) 
Return to Index 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Sailing The Course We’re On 
(CHIEF OF NAVAL OPERATIONS BLOG 03 FEB 12) ... Admiral Jonathan W. Greenert 

Over the last few weeks, I had the pleasure to speak with Shipmates at All Hands Calls and CPO Calls, in San Diego, Hawaii and 
Norfolk and have been underway aboard USS Enterprise and USS New Mexico. It’s always best to meet and talk to you face to face – 
especially at sea. I was asked some challenging questions during those visits; the ones I heard most often were about the new budget 
and our pay, health benefits, education assistance, retirement and deployment lengths. Since many of you might have the same 
questions, here is some info you may be interested in: 

 
2. CNO Visits Sea Of Green And Blue 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 06 FEB 12) ... Chief of Naval Operations Public Affairs 

ATLANTIC OCEAN -- Chief of Naval Operations (CNO) Adm. Jonathan Greenert visited USS Wasp (LHD 1) to witness, first 
hand, the on-going Bold Alligator 2012 (BA12) amphibious exercise and to speak with Sailors and Marines, Feb. 4. 

 
3. Marines Practice Amphibious War, Storm U.S. Beaches 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 07 FEB 12) ... Brock Vergakis and Michael Felberbaum 

ABOARD THE USS WASP — A small group of Marines trudged onto the beach sands in pitch-black night with an armada of 
U.S. Navy warships sailing just off the shore. Their mission: root out insurgents that threatened to attack another American force to 
the south. 

 
4. Record Deployment Nears End For Bataan, Sister Ships 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 07 FEB 12) ... Corinne Reilly 

ABOARD THE BATAAN - The crew of this warship has glimpsed American land for the first time in nearly 11 months, marking 
the last leg in what's become the longest U.S. Navy ship deployment in nearly 40 years. 

 
5. Sailors More Responsible; Less ARIs And DUIs In 2011 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 06 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Andrea Perez, Navy Personnel Command Public 
Affairs 

MILLINGTON, Tenn. -- With Navy-wide decreases in alcohol-related incidents (ARIs) and driving under the influence (DUI) 
reports in 2011 over past years, Sailors are reminded to stay responsible in 2012, officials said Feb. 6. 

 

CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
6. Navy, Corps Practice Getting Boots On The Beach 
Navy and Marine Corps hold largest amphibious exercise in a decade 
(NAVY TIMES 06 FEB 12) ... William H. McMichael 

CAMP LEJEUNE, N.C. — Navy hovercraft began roaring over the beach at Camp Lejeune just before dawn Monday morning. 
Within minutes, one of them, LCAC-68, had disgorged four U.S. Marine light recon vehicles and their crews, executed an about-face 
and scooted back toward the amphibious assault ship Kearsarge for more. 

 
7. Navy, Corps Return To Joint Amphib Training 
(NAVY TIMES 06 FEB 12) ... William H. McMichael 

ABOARD THE AMPHIBIOUS ASSAULT SHIP KEARSARGE — All eyes were focused over the port side of the amphibious 
assault ship Kearsarge, where three unknown ships had been spotted bobbing in a ghostly mist Sunday. 
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8. Carrier Joins Marine Amphibs, Gives Ops More Bite In 'Bold Alligator' 
(AOL DEFENSE 06 FEB 12) ... Carlo Munoz 

ABOARD THE USS WASP - For the first time, Marine and Navy planners have melded a carrier strike group into the Marine 
Corps' premiere amphibious operations wargame known as Bold Alligator. This appears to bridge what had appeared to be a growing 
divide between a Marine Corps eager to build more amphibious ships and a Navy intent on saving its existing carrier fleet. It also 
offers very concrete proof of the Marines recommitment to amphibious warfare, which they regard as their core competency. 

 
9. Naval Surface Forces Visits Kearsarge During Bold Alligator 2012 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 06 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Chad V. Pritt, USS Kearsarge Public Affairs 

ABOARD USS KEARSARGE, Atlantic Ocean -- Commander, Naval Surface Forces, Vice Adm. Richard W. Hunt visited the 
amphibious assault ship USS Kearsarge (LHD 3) Feb. 4 to talk with Sailors, Marines and coalition forces during Exercise Bold 
Alligator 2012. 

 
10. Survival Training For When A Pilot’s World Turns Upside Down 
(NEW YORK TIMES 07 FEB 12) ... C. J. Chivers 

NAVAL AIR STATION WHIDBEY ISLAND, Wash. — The pilot sat strapped to a chair, held in place as if he were in the 
backseat of a helicopter. Beside him, on a mock wall, was a window. The window was closed. 

 
11. Thailand To Host U.S.-Led Military Exercise 
(CHINA DAILY 07 FEB 12) ... Hu Yinan 

BEIJING — The US-led annual multinational exercise Cobra Gold 2012, the largest such military endeavor in the Asia-Pacific to 
date, is due to start in Thailand on Tuesday. 

 
12. Abraham Lincoln Visits Bahrain 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 06 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist Seaman Zachary S. Welch, USS Abraham Lincoln Public 
Affairs 

MANAMA, Bahrain -- The aircraft carrier USS Abraham Lincoln (CVN 72) departed Bahrain, Feb. 5, following a four-day port 
visit. 

 
13. Truman Departs Dry Dock 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 06 FEB 12) ... Chief Mass Communication Specialist Shawn D. Graham, USS Harry S. Truman Public 
Affairs 

PORTSMOUTH, Va. -- The Nimitz-class aircraft carrier USS Harry S. Truman (CVN 75) moved from dry dock 8 (DD8) to her 
new berth, Pier 6 at Norfolk Naval Shipyard (NNSY) in Portsmouth, Va., Feb. 3. 

 

GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
14. U.S. Closes Its Embassy In Syria As Violence Rises 
Western nations call for coalition; Sanctions, not military action, under discussion 
(WASHINGTON POST 07 FEB 12) ... Alice Fordham and Karen DeYoung 

DAMASCUS, SYRIA — The United States closed its embassy in Damascus on Monday amid escalating violence in Syria and an 
increasingly urgent effort by the Obama administration and like-minded governments to raise pressure on President Bashar al-Assad 
to leave power. 

 
15. U.S. Sending Commander To Repair Ties With Pakistan 
(NEW YORK TIMES 07 FEB 12) ... Eric Schmitt and Declan Walsh 

WASHINGTON — A senior American military commander is expected to travel to Pakistan this month in what Obama 
administration officials say is the first step toward thawing a strategic relationship that has been in effect frozen for more than two 
months. 

 
16. Iranian, Omani Navy Chiefs Call For Closer Military Cooperation 
(TEHRAN TIMES 06 FEB 12) 

TEHRAN – In a meeting in Tehran on Monday the Iranian and Omani navy commanders called for promotion of military 
cooperation between Tehran and Muscat. 

 
17. Report: Iran Navy Rescues Tanker From Pirates 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 05 FEB 12) 

TEHRAN, Iran — Iran's state TV reports that the country's navy has opened fire on pirates to foil an attack on an Iranian oil 
tanker near the Gulf of Aden. 
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18. Iran’s Undisputed Weapon: Power To Block The Strait Of Hormuz 
(NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC 06 FEB 12) ... Marianne Lavelle 

In Iran's confrontation with the West over its nuclear program, the Islamic Republic has one undisputed weapon: The ability to 
block the most important oil transit choke point in the world. 

 
19. Localized Approach To Piracy? 
Former Somali Official Lambasts Anti-Piracy Mission Off Somali Coast 
(SOMALIA REPORT 07 FEB 12) ... Ahmed Abdi 

Each year, 20,000 ships pass through the Gulf of Aden, a vital shipping route for international trade that connects the Middle East 
to Europe and North and South America, according to experts. But the route is now rife with danger from Somali pirate gangs. In 
response to the danger, the European Union (EU) deployed naval forces to the Gulf of Aden under Operation Atalanta to conduct 
counter-piracy patrols, the first EU operational naval deployment outside Europe. 

 
20. Ahead Of Naval War Game, Defence Minister A.K. Antony Reviews National Security 
(ECONOMIC TIMES (INDIA) 06 FEB 12) 

NEW DELHI - Ahead of his visit to Visakhapatnam to witness a major naval war game in the Bay of Bengal beginning Tuesday, 
Defence Minister A.K. Antony Monday met the top military commanders and security leadership of the country to assess the 
emerging threat scenarios and review the preparedness of the armed forces. 

 
21. Russia To Deploy 7 Subs In Black Sea By 2017 
(RIA NOVOSTI 06 FEB 12) 

MOSCOW - Russia’s Black Sea Fleet will have seven diesel-electric submarines by 2017, the fleet’s commander, Rear Admiral 
Alexander Fedotenkov, said on Monday. 

 
22. Missile Defense Cooperation Could Change Game 
(REUTERS 06 FEB 12) ... Susan Cornwell 

Missile defense, an issue that has poisoned U.S.-Russia relations, could be a “game-changer” that transforms ties if the two sides 
cooperate on a shared system, says a report by former top officials from both sides of the Atlantic. 

 
23. Drilling Begins in Portsmouth for Arrival of Royal Navy's Latest Carriers 
(DEFENCE PROFESSIONALS 06 FEB 12) 

The next step in preparing Portsmouth Naval Base to be the home of the biggest warships ever built for the Royal Navy began last 
week. 

 

PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
24. Navy Launches Updated Eval And Fitness Report Software 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 06 FEB 12) ... Navy Personnel Command Public Affairs 

MILLINGTON, Tenn. -- Navy is set to deploy a new version of the performance evaluation software used throughout the fleet, 
officials said Feb. 6. 

 
25. DoD: Tricare Beneficiaries Should Go To MTFs 
(NAVY TIMES 06 FEB 12) ... Patricia Kime 

The Pentagon wants more Tricare beneficiaries to get their health care at military hospitals and clinics. 
 

26. NETC Excellence In Safety Award Winners Announced 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 06 FEB 12) ... Ed Barker, Naval Education and Training Command Public Affairs 

PENSACOLA, Fla. -- Naval Education and Training Command (NETC) announced the winners of the Fiscal Year 2011 NETC 
Excellence in Safety Awards Feb. 6. 

 
27. CNIC Welcomes New Commander 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 06 FEB 12) ... Patrick Foughty, Commander, Navy Installations Command Public Affairs 

WASHINGTONN -- Commander, Navy Installations Command (CNIC) held a change of command ceremony at the Washington 
Navy Yard Feb. 3. 

 
28. Mayor To Honor Sailor For Aiding Crash Victims 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 06 FEB 12) 

LEDYARD, Conn. — A Connecticut mayor is commending a Navy Sailor for coming to the aid of two people injured in a car 
accident. 
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29. USS California Culinary Specialist Learns California Cuisine From Five-Star Chef 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 06 FEB 12) ... Lt. Cmdr. Jennifer Cragg, Commander, Submarine Group 2 Public Affairs 

SANTA BARBARA, Calif. -- A USS California (SSN 781) culinary specialist participated in an once-in-a-lifetime cooking 
experience during a one-week understudy here, beginning Feb. 4. 

 
30. Local Navy Reservist Honored As 'Sailor Of Year' 
(LAFAYETTE (IN) NEWS AND COURIER 05 FEB 12) ... Sophia Voravong 

As a young boy, Jamie Richards had three careers in mind: archaeologist, rock musician or following his stepfather's footsteps by 
enlisting in the U.S. Navy. 

 

FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
31. Budget Plan Has Familiar Ring 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 07 FEB 12) ... Laura Meckler 

President Barack Obama will release his budget plan next week, calling for $3 trillion in deficit reductions over 10 years, 
including $1.5 trillion in tax increases to fall mostly on the wealthiest Americans. 

 
32. Kendall: Early F-35 Production A Mistake 
(AVIATION WEEK 06 FEB 12) ... Amy Butler 

WASHINGTON - Acting Pentagon procurement chief Frank Kendall says it was “acquisition malpractice” to approve production 
of the Lockheed Martin F-35 years before the first flight of the single-engine stealthy fighter occurred. 

 
33. Lockheed's F-35 Fighter Jet Under Renewed Pressure 
(REUTERS 06 FEB 12) ... Andrea Shalal-Esa 

WASHINGTON - Key U.S. senators raised fresh questions about Lockheed Martin Corp's $382 billion F-35 fighter program on 
Monday as the Pentagon's top weapons buyer underscored deep flaws in the way the multinational arms program was set up from the 
start. 

 
34. Kendall: Services Must Know Effect Budget Moves Have On Industry 
(DEFENSE NEWS 06 FEB 12) ... Marcus Weisgerber 

The Pentagon is developing acquisition guidelines for the military services that show the industrial base implications of decisions 
made during the weapons-buying process. 

 
35. Reservists Deploy To Operate Fire Scout Drone 
Reservists Play Key Part In Fire Scout’s Next Step 
(NAVY TIMES 06 FEB 12) ... Joshua Stewart 

Reservists are at the controls of the MQ-8B Fire Scout unmanned helicopter for the aircraft’s deployment to Western Africa. 
 

36. Pearl Harbor May Lose Chance To Host Destroyer Upgrade 
Officials split over the impact of the $200 million project's possible cost-saving move to the West Coast 
(HONOLULU STAR-ADVERTISER 06 FEB 12) ... William Cole 

The cruiser USS Chosin is the first warship to undergo modernization at Pearl Harbor Naval Shipyard as part of a 10-year, $1.86 
billion Navy overhaul program. Next up was the USS Russell, but that work could instead take place on the West Coast to save 
money. 

 
37. Navy To Begin Tests On Electromagnetic Railgun Prototype Launcher 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 06 FEB 12) ... Grace Jean, Office of Naval Research Public Affairs 

ARLINGTON, Va. -- The Office of Naval Research's (ONR) Electromagnetic (EM) Railgun program will take an important step 
forward in the coming weeks when the first industry railgun prototype launcher is tested at a facility in Dahlgren, Va., officials said 
Feb. 6. 

 

BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
38. Navy Parachute Team To Drop In 
(BUFFALO NEWS 06 FEB 12) ... Richard E. Baldwin 

The Navy’s parachute team will demonstrate combat skills during an array of activities planned for Buffalo Navy Week — Sept. 
10-17. 
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39. Share The Air: Wind Turbines, Navy Jets Keeping Texas Truce 
(KENS CBS SAN ANTONIO 06 FEB 12) ... Brian New 

KINGSVILLE -- An unusual standoff is taking place in the south Texas skies: It's clean energy against the United States Navy. 
 

40. Japanese Family Thanks U.S. 7th Fleet 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 06 FEB 12) ... U.S. 7th Fleet Public Affairs 

TOMAKOMAI, Japan -- The owner and family members of a Japanese fishing vessel, found missing by the U.S. Navy during 
Operation Tomodachi, visited the U.S. 7th Fleet flagship USS Blue Ridge (LCC 19) to say "thank you," in Tomakomai, Japan, Feb. 5. 

 
41. Creating Ice Sculpture Stirs Emotions In U.S. Military Team 
(STARS AND STRIPES 06 FEB 12) ... Matthew M. Burke 

SASEBO NAVAL BASE, Japan — Last week, Sailors from Naval Air Facility Misawa made the daylong journey to Sapporo, 
Japan to play in the snow. However, it was by no means a vacation. 

 
42. U.S. Proposes Moving 1,500 Okinawa Marines To Iwakuni 
(KYODO NEWS 07 FEB 12) 

TOKYO -- About 1,500 of the U.S. Marines based in Okinawa Prefecture may be transferred to another location in Japan in 
connection with a broader plan to review the reorganization of U.S. forces in the Asia-Pacific region, sources close to the two 
countries' relations said Monday. 

 

NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
43. Chairman Of The Joint Chiefs Expects New 'Valuation' Of Risk For Future Force 
(DEFENSE DAILY 07 FEB 12) ... Ann Roosevelt 

The Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff yesterday issued Strategic Direction to the Joint Force, saying he expects "a new 
valuation of risk" as the joint force of 2020 is developed. 

 
44. DoD Wants Innovation, Firms Want Less Risk 
(DEFENSE NEWS 06 FEB 12) ... Zachary Fryer-Biggs 

As U.S. Defense Secretary Leon Panetta previewed upcoming budget cuts and force restructuring Jan. 26, he made one point 
clear: Innovation is at the heart of the Pentagon’s future. 

 
45. Veteran Influx Tests Colleges, Agencies 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 06 FEB 12) ... Angela Mapes Turner 

FORT WAYNE, Ind. — When Tiffany Kravec-Kelly wanted to reach fellow veterans on the campus of Indiana University–
Purdue University Fort Wayne, she took a page out of her psychological-operations playbook. 

 
46. Defense Must Increase Availability And Awareness Of Child Care, GAO Says 
(GOVERNMENT EXECUTIVE 06 FEB 12) ... Caitlin Fairchild 

Military families either are missing out on Defense Department-subsidized child care or paying a higher fees due to a space 
crunch and incomplete knowledge of all their options, according to a new Government Accountability Office report. 

 
47. Naval Academy Ends 'Spice' Investigation 
(WASHINGTON POST 07 FEB 12) ... Daniel de Vise 

A year after the U.S. Naval Academy expelled seven midshipmen for using synthetic marijuana on the zero-tolerance Annapolis 
campus, the "spice" investigation is over, and college officials say the drug problem is past. 

 

OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
48. Defense Cuts Sap Obama's Asia Pivot 
America's regional allies worry about plans for a "leaner" military 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 06 FEB 12) ... Michael Auslin 

Singapore -- The release of the Pentagon budget late last month made clear just how the U.S. military will reach President 
Obama's goal of becoming "leaner." The Army will shrink 13%, Marines will decrease by 20,000, six Air Force fighter squadrons will 
be deactivated and the Navy will make do with fewer ships. In Asia though, even as the U.S.'s means shrink, the administration is 
claiming to increase America's role. 
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49. Modernizing The Military, With A Technological Edge 
Letter to the Editor 
(NEW YORK TIMES 07 FEB 12) ... Gordon England 

Your Jan. 30 editorial “New Strategy, Old Pentagon Budget,” arguing in favor of halving the F-35 Joint Strike Fighter program, 
reflects the wrongheaded thinking that we can cut next-generation military capabilities while simultaneously trimming troop strength. 
This thinking belies the fact that success and survival on the ground and on the sea require dominance in the air. 

 
50. The Military’s New Metrics: Smaller, Leaner, More Agile 
(WASHINGTON POST 07 FEB 12) ... Walter Pincus 

The United States’ view of warfare has been changing. 
 

51. Pressuring Bahrain 
The U.S. undermines its policy toward Syria with its actions elsewhere in the Mideast. 
(WASHINGTON POST 07 FEB 12) 

The Obama administration and other Western governments have rightly lambasted Russia and China for blocking action by the 
U.N. Security Council on Syria. The government of Vladi-mir Putin is particularly culpable for propping up the regime of Bashar al-
Assad: In addition to vetoing a Security Council resolution, it has been supplying Damascus with weapons. In contrast, though it 
suffered a diplomatic defeat, the United States will ultimately reap the benefit of siding with the Syrian people. As President Obama 
said in a searing statement Saturday, by rejecting the regime and its criminal brutality “we stand for principles that include universal 
rights for all people and just political and economic reform.” 

 
52. Remember The Men Of The USS Mason 
(BATTLE CREEK (MI) ENQUIRER 04 FEB 12) ... James J. Smith 

Everyone has heard of the brave black Army aviators known as the Tuskegee Airmen, and rightfully so. Their exploits are simply 
amazing considering what they had to overcome in the air, fighting enemy planes, and on the ground, fighting racism. As heroic as 
these '"Red Tails" were (be sure to see the movie), there was another group of black World War II veterans that deserves recognition, 
the all-black crew of the ship the United States Mason. 

 

BBLLOOGGSS::  
53. EXCERPTS FROM BLOGS AROUND THE WORLD 
(PUBLISHED 03 – 06 FEB 12) 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Sailing The Course We’re On 
(CHIEF OF NAVAL OPERATIONS BLOG 03 FEB 12) ... Admiral Jonathan W. Greenert 

Over the last few weeks, I had the pleasure to speak with 
Shipmates at All Hands Calls and CPO Calls, in San Diego, 
Hawaii and Norfolk and have been underway aboard USS 
Enterprise and USS New Mexico. It’s always best to meet and 
talk to you face to face – especially at sea. I was asked some 
challenging questions during those visits; the ones I heard 
most often were about the new budget and our pay, health 
benefits, education assistance, retirement and deployment 
lengths. Since many of you might have the same questions, 
here is some info you may be interested in: 

The new strategy – As you may have heard in recent 
weeks, the defense strategy and budget, released by our 
Secretary of Defense, will result in a leaner and smaller 
military focused on the Asia-Pacific and the Middle East. The 
budget retains 11 carriers and 10 carrier air wings, retires 
seven of our older cruisers and two older amphibious ships 
that would require significant investment in maintenance and 
upgrades to be effective in the future. The fleet has been 
keeping about 100 ships deployed. We have about 50 ships 
deployed to the Asia-Pacific, and 30 to the Middle East on any 
given day. So the new strategy won’t change what has been 
our focus for some time. We will, though, work toward more 
innovative ways to do security cooperation with our partners 
in Africa and South America including mobile training teams, 
joint high speed vessels, and a new ship called the “mobile 
landing platform.” 

Pay 
The new budget includes a pay raise for those of us in 

uniform, each year, for the next five years. But the raise will 
likely not be as much as we’ve enjoyed in the last few years. 

Retirement 
For those of you in uniform today, the President and 

Secretary of Defense are committed to “grandfathering” each 
of us in the current retirement plan. But going forward, we 
need to take a hard look at retirement for those who will join 
in the future. The President has proposed that Congress 
establish a commission under the President’s direction, which 
will be comprised of former service members and business 
people who understand retirement plans. The DoD 
commission will survey members from each service to 
understand how retirement plans impact our decisions to join 
or remain in the service, and what we want out of our military 
retirement plans. It will take about a year for the commission 
to develop recommendations once they begin. 

Early Retirement 
Congress gave us the authority (starting this year) to offer 

early retirement to Sailors with 15 to 20 years service. 
Approximately 300 Sailors impacted by ERB who have at 
least 15 years of service as of September 1, 2012 are eligible 
and will have the opportunity to apply for early retirement. If 
further reductions are needed in our force we will look at early 
retirement as an option. 

Perform-To-Serve (PTS) 
Now that the FY 2012 ERB process is behind us, and we 

are transitioning those Sailors, we are seeing advancement 
rates return to normal. We reviewed 31 overmanned ratings in 
the ERB and it has helped us lower these numbers. By 
October we project we will be down to 9 overmanned ratings. 
Before the ERB, about 45% of PTS requests were being 
approved. Today about 75% are approved. By reducing 
overmanning in some rates, we can now use PTS to balance 
the force. I do not see the need for another ERB in 2013 or 
2014. 

Educational Benefits 
The Post-9/11 GI Bill is unchanged by the new budget 

and there are minor changes to our other education benefits. 
We put better oversight in place for Tuition Assistance (TA) 
to help ensure Sailors and the Navy get the most out of the $90 
million we spend on this program. Starting this year, each 
college or university accepting TA must have a memorandum 
of understanding with the Navy to manage the program. 
College Level Examination Program (CLEP) exams are still 
funded by the Navy through Navy College, although you will 
have to pass a practice exam before taking the actual exam. If 
you don’t pass the CLEP exam, you can still use TA to take 
the full course the exam would have replaced. 

Deployments 
In this fiscal year as it stands now, about a half dozen 

ships will deploy for eight months, and in FY13 we project 
five ships will do eight-month deployments. On average, the 
rest of the fleet will remain stable at six to seven month 
deployments per readiness cycle. Reality, of course, still gets a 
vote. Things in the world can occur and cause us to extend 
some ships to complete the assigned mission. Our plan going 
in is that the majority of the fleet will do a single seven-month 
deployment in a cycle. And we will work with the Combatant 
Commanders to ensure we use our surge capacity for 
significant unforeseen events, not for extra day-to-day 
capacity. 

Those are the main topics on the minds of folks whom I 
recently visited – I truly appreciate your insight into what is 
taking place and I appreciate what you are doing. In my next 
post, I will get to some other concerns I heard from the fleet, 
including making sure BAH rates are adequate, improvements 
to sea-shore rotation, and ensuring the Seaman-to-Admiral 
program remains healthy. Look for it next week. 

Darleen and I are very proud of you and your families. 
We know how important families are and we will continue to 
make sure the support your Navy provides is appropriately 
tailored around what you and your families need. 

Thanks again for what you do. Good luck to all of you, 
God bless you all, and take care of your Shipmates. 

Return to Index 
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2. CNO Visits Sea Of Green And Blue 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 06 FEB 12) ... Chief of Naval Operations Public Affairs 

ATLANTIC OCEAN -- Chief of Naval Operations 
(CNO) Adm. Jonathan Greenert visited USS Wasp (LHD 1) to 
witness, first hand, the on-going Bold Alligator 2012 (BA12) 
amphibious exercise and to speak with Sailors and Marines, 
Feb. 4. 

BA12 is the largest joint and multinational amphibious 
assault exercise the East Coast has seen in the last 10 years. 
The exercise is being held to revitalize the partnership of the 
Navy and Marine Corps while observing amphibious 
capabilities in the fleet and their contribution to naval 
operations. 

"For you, war fighting is first and I want you to be ready," 
Greenert said to an audience of Sailors and Marines in Wasp's 
hanger bay during an all hands call. "My job is to provide you 
with the tools to enable you to do that." 

BA12 is the culmination of years of individual unit 
training from various fleet assets brought together to 
accomplish various littoral missions and assess overall 
readiness. Assets involved include two submarines, 25 ships, 
120 aircraft and 20,000 Sailors and Marines covering the full 
spectrum of subsurface, surface, ground and air capabilities. 

While onboard BA12's command and control flagship, the 
CNO was briefed by senior leadership about the strategies, 
tactics and learning opportunities that have and continue to 
develop from the 14-day exercise, which includes forces from 
eight other nations. 

The areas being tested and evaluated by BA12 are the 
proficiency and efficiency of the amphibious fleet on forward 
presence, deterrence, sea control, power projection, maritime 
security, and humanitarian assistance and disaster response. 

Greenert said due to the ever-changing battle environments 
and mission requirements of our nation's military, amphibious 
forces are receiving more attention and resources to meet 
those challenges. 

"We're putting in place a support ship called a mobile 
landing platform," Greenert said, which would augment the 
aging Marine transport grey-hulls currently in service. "We 
are supporting the next LHA (America-class), so we're all in 
for these big decks... We're all in for amphibious operations." 

Greenert said amphibious operations are a high priority of 
the Navy-Marine Corps team and continue to gain importance. 

Greenert ate lunch with Sailors and Marines in the 
Stinger's Nest and then toured Wasp speaking with 
crewmembers from the bridge to engineering spaces to the 
galley. 

Following his tour CNO met a sea of green and blue in 
the hangar bay to address the entire crew and give them a 
current snapshot of where the fleet is at from his perspective. 
CNO discussed the Navy's Sailing Directions and highlighted 
the importance of the strategic maritime crossroads before 
opening the meeting up to questions from the crew about any 
topics of interest or concerns. 

After spending nearly an hour addressing the sea of green 
and blue's questions ranging from perform-to-serve to the 
future of amphibious operations, Greenert thanked all the 
Sailors and Marines for their participation in BA12 and their 
service and commitment to the Navy and the nation. 

"I want to thank you all very much for what you're 
doing," Greenert said. 

Return to Index 
 

3. Marines Practice Amphibious War, Storm U.S. Beaches 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 07 FEB 12) ... Brock Vergakis and Michael Felberbaum 

ABOARD THE USS WASP — A small group of Marines 
trudged onto the beach sands in pitch-black night with an 
armada of U.S. Navy warships sailing just off the shore. Their 
mission: root out insurgents that threatened to attack another 
American force to the south. 

The careful operation under cover of darkness wasn't an 
assault in the Middle East or Asia. It was a training exercise 
on the coast of Virginia and North Carolina, designed to return 
thousands of Marines to their amphibious roots and train for a 
more modern version of the well-known beach assaults 
conducted during World War II. 

Military officials say the operation being conducted in 
Virginia and North Carolina is the largest amphibious training 
exercise they've attempted in at least a decade. Marines have 
been fighting wars in landlocked countries like Iraq and 
Afghanistan for years, and many have never even set foot on a 
Navy ship. That's of particular concern as the military shifts its 
strategic focus toward the coastal regions of the Middle East, 
such as Iran, and the Pacific, where North Korea and China 
are drawing increasing attention from the U.S. 

"Sooner or later, the nation is going to require a sizeable 
force to go somewhere where folks don't want us to go. So, 
no, the image is not Iwo Jima, Tarawa and so forth, but 
nevertheless, when we go to shore someplace where we're not 

wanted ashore, we have to be ready to defend force to 
accomplish the mission and then to sustain the force once it's 
ashore," said Brig. Gen. Christopher Owens, deputy 
commanding general of 2nd Marine Expeditionary Force. 

About 3,500 Marines made landfall on the beaches near 
Camp Lejeune, N.C., and Virginia Beach beginning Monday, 
days before an aerial assault and insertion of Marines launched 
from sea is made on Fort Pickett in Virginia. 

About 6:30 p.m. Monday, between 120 and 150 Marines 
traveled by landing hovercraft from the USS New York — an 
amphibious landing dock ship — to the cold shores of Fort 
Story, a military base along Virginia Beach hidden away from 
nearby high-rise resorts. 

After unloading equipment about an hour and a half later, 
they made their way about 2.5 miles to raid a mock village 
playing host to a terrorist training camp. The Marines were 
receiving reconnaissance from about 10 of their brethren who 
had been hiding out undetected for the past few days gathering 
intelligence after swimming ashore. 

Suddenly, among the wooden darkness, gunfire, 
pyrotechnics and shouting filled the bitter air as about 50 
Marines entered the camp. Helicopters circled low overhead 
and light armored vehicles neared the village to tend to any 
wounded and clear the site. 
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Once clear, "killed" enemy combatants were searched for 
intelligence, civilians were moved to a secure location and the 
Marines blew up a booby-trapped weapons cache before 
returning to the beach and to their ship — all within four 
hours. 

The raid was operated at night to simulate typical 
conditions in which such raids are made. 

"You train like you fight," said Gunnery Sgt. Issac 
Sweeton with the Special Operations Training Group at Camp 
Lejeune, N.C. "At the end of the day, we own the night." 

In the scenario developed by military leaders, the Marines 
coming ashore at Camp Lejeune are landing in a fictional, 
friendly country called Amberland, whose southern neighbor, 
Amber, has been invaded by Garnet. The Garnet army has 
rapidly advanced northward along the coast to roughly 
Wilmington, N.C., overtaking its port and airport, and U.S. 
forces have been asked to halt the advance. 

Amberland is also a country that has a cadre of insurgents 
operating in it under the direction of the hostile, invading 
Garnet nation. Canadian minesweepers have helped set the 
stage for the landing, while U.S. forces also practiced 
evacuating hundreds of civilians before the raid. 

All told, more than two dozen Navy ships and more than 
20,000 service members are participating in the exercise along 
with allies from eight countries. That is at least twice the 
number of personnel that were involved in a similar West 
Coast training exercise two years ago, and it provides a more 
realistic scenario for how the U.S. would likely conduct 
amphibious landings in the future. 

The amphibious invasions of the past, when the U.S. took 
thousands of casualties in a single battle, are not likely to be 
repeated. The new approach military leaders are using in the 
exercise known as Bold Alligator involves a more nuanced 
approach that relies on allies and friendly countries. That 
means relying on multi-nation coalitions and deciding whether 
to stage ships in port or out to sea because it could disrupt the 
host nation's economy. Navy leaders prefer to operate out of a 
"sea base" away from shore. 

This week's exercise has been in the planning stages for 
several years, but it also occurs days before the president will 
submit his defense budget proposal to Congress. Several 

members of Congress visited the USS Wasp, an amphibious 
assault ship serving as the exercise's flagship, in the days 
leading up to the assault. 

"We didn't put Bold Alligator together to send a message 
to Congress, but there may be, you know, there's always 
second-order effects," said Chief of Naval Operations Adm. 
Jonathan Greenert. 

As part of the Defense Department's budget proposal, 
some ships will be retired earlier than expected while the 
purchase of others is being delayed. 

Amphibious assaults were common during World War II, 
when Allied troops landed on various islands in the Pacific. 
And perhaps the best-known amphibious assault was the 
Normandy invasion of German-occupied France — depicted 
in "Saving Private Ryan" and other films — when U.S. troops 
stormed Omaha Beach. Since then, such landings have 
become far more rare, though amphibious assaults were 
conducted during Operation Desert Storm and the recent Iraq 
War. 

The Navy is concerned about developing an amphibious 
mindset for the future. Adm. John C. Harvey, commander of 
U.S. Fleet Forces Command, issued a memo last year urging 
every sailor in the Atlantic Fleet to read the Navy's doctrine on 
amphibious operations, as well as three books about the 1982 
conflict between Argentina and the United Kingdom over the 
Falkland Islands. 

Likewise, Lt. Gen. Dennis Hejlik, commander of U.S. 
Marine Corps Forces Command, also told his Marines to beef 
up their knowledge of historic amphibious battles. 

However, for Marines like Sgt. David Smith, an 
amphibious assault vehicle section leader, he knows there's 
nothing like getting his crews and others who aren't 
accustomed to amphibious warfare live training to prepare for 
coming ashore. 

"We've been working with these guys a lot, and we'll do a 
lot of training and we'll head out in the field and head out to 
the beach for a couple days, but you can't mock coming out of 
a ship unless you're actually doing it," he said. "Some of those 
drivers who have never done it, it's their first time on a ship. 
You can't beat that." 
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4. Record Deployment Nears End For Bataan, Sister Ships 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 07 FEB 12) ... Corinne Reilly 

ABOARD THE BATAAN - The crew of this warship has 
glimpsed American land for the first time in nearly 11 months, 
marking the last leg in what's become the longest U.S. Navy 
ship deployment in nearly 40 years. 

The Bataan, an amphibious assault ship, pulled into 
Morehead City, N.C., along with the amphibious transport 
dock Mesa Verde on Sunday morning. After unloading 
roughly 2,000 Marines, the ships continued on to Norfolk on 
Monday. They're set to arrive home this morning, along with a 
third locally based vessel, the dock landing ship Whidbey 
Island. 

The ships were scheduled to deploy this past summer. 
Instead, they left nearly four months early, on March 23, to 
respond to the crisis in Libya. After three months in the 
Mediterranean, they steamed to the Arabian Gulf for their 

planned seven-month cruise supporting operations in Iraq and 
Afghanistan. 

Aboard the Bataan on Monday, some Sailors were 
counting down the hours - and some the minutes, even - until 
their homecoming. Others were listing off the small pleasures 
they're looking forward to most: food from their favorite 
restaurants, privacy, walking around barefoot. 

To welcome the ships home, Adm. John C. Harvey Jr., 
the head of U.S. Fleet Forces Command, flew via helicopter to 
the Bataan for a short morning visit. After meeting with 
officers and fist-bumping with a handful of enlisted Sailors, he 
addressed the crew over the ship's loudspeakers. 

While much attention has been paid to the length of the 
deployment, Harvey said he's most impressed with what the 
Sailors have accomplished: They left far ahead of schedule on 
just two weeks' notice to safely carry out a wide range of 
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missions at an especially fast tempo. All told, he said, the 
ships traveled more miles than it would take to circle the globe 
twice. 

"I just wanted to tell you how proud we all are of you," 
Harvey said. "I'm looking forward to getting you back 
pierside, and then leaving you alone for at least a little while." 

Broadcast Clip - Bataan ARG Coming Home 
(WAVY NBC NORFOLK 07 FEB 12) 
Nearly 2,000 local Sailors are headed home. The Bataan 

Amphibious Ready Group returns Tuesday, Feb. 7 from a 10 
and a half month deployment. 

The USS Bataan and USS Mesa Verde will pull into 
Naval Station Norfolk. The USS Whidbey Island will return to 
Joint Expeditionary Base Little Creek-Fort Story. 

Twenty-five members of the Helicopter Sea Combat 
Squadron 28 (HSC-28), Det. 2 is also coming home. HSC-28 
supported the 5th and 6th fleet area as a part of the Bataan 
Amphibious Ready Group. 

View Clip (RT: 0:17) 
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5. Sailors More Responsible; Less ARIs And DUIs In 2011 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 06 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Andrea Perez, Navy Personnel Command Public 
Affairs 

MILLINGTON, Tenn. -- With Navy-wide decreases in 
alcohol-related incidents (ARIs) and driving under the 
influence (DUI) reports in 2011 over past years, Sailors are 
reminded to stay responsible in 2012, officials said Feb. 6. 

"Responsible alcohol use is knowing how much alcohol 
your body can handle," said Dorice Favorite, Navy Alcohol 
and Drug Abuse Prevention (NADAP) director. "Some people 
aren't aware of how much alcohol is in a particular drink and 
those who aren't educated on how much alcohol they can 
consume and still function, might drink too much and make 
irresponsible decisions." 

Per OPNAVINST 5350.4D, alcohol and drug abuse 
undermines combat readiness and is incompatible with the 
maintenance of high standards of performance and military 
discipline. It is a severe detriment to the Navy's overall 
mission readiness. 

"Alcohol abuse impacts the Navy's mission because every 
time we lose a Sailor, that means someone else has to pick up 
their responsibilities," said Favorite. "Our current campaign, 
'Who Will Stand Your Watch,' talks about responsible use of 
alcohol and how someone's poor decisions have an effect on 
everyone else. Everybody is accountable and Sailors need to 
understand that when we lose them, it has an impact on 
everyone." 

OPNAVINST 5350.4D defines responsible use as the 
application of self-imposed limitations of time, place, and 
quantity when consuming alcoholic beverages. 

Alcohol shall not be consumed to the extent that it: 

 Impairs rational and full exercise of a member's 
mental and physical faculties while in a duty status or 
in the performance of military duties; 

 Reduces member's dependability and reliability; 

 Reflects discredit upon the member personally or 
upon Navy; 

 Results in behavior that is in violation of this 
instruction and/or the Uniform Code of Military 
Justice (UCMJ). 

"Sailors who make poor choices and receive a DUI are 
subject to non-judicial punishment," said Favorite. "They also 
may be processed for administrative separation and receive 
counseling, and if the DUI happened in town, they will have 
court costs. So, there are great ramifications to a poor 
decision." 

Violation of policies set forth in OPNAVINST 5350.4D 
subjects military members to the full range of administrative 
and disciplinary actions available. These include informal 
counseling, comments in fitness reports and evaluations, 
punitive measures, and administrative separation as required 
by the UCMJ. 

"If a Sailor needs assistance for alcohol or drugs, we 
recommend that they refer themselves to their command Drug 
and Alcohol Program Advisor (DAPA), the chaplain or the 
Fleet and Family Support Center," said Favorite. 

According to Favorite, to qualify as a valid self-referral, 
disclosure of alcohol abuse must be made to a qualified 
referral agent with the intent of acquiring treatment, and there 
can be no credible evidence that the member was involved in 
an ARI. If a member's chain of command initiates a referral, it 
may be based on any credible factor, including hearsay, 
personal observation, or noticeable change in job performance. 
Disclosure of alcohol abuse made to any person who is not a 
qualified self-referral agent may not shield the member from 
disciplinary action. 

NADAP's mission is to support Fleet readiness by 
fighting alcohol abuse and drug use. For more information and 
resources visit the NADAP web page located under the 
Support and Services tab at www.npc.navy.mil. 

View OPNAVINST 5350.4D (PDF) 
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CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
6. Navy, Corps Practice Getting Boots On The Beach 
Navy and Marine Corps hold largest amphibious exercise in a decade 
(NAVY TIMES 06 FEB 12) ... William H. McMichael 

CAMP LEJEUNE, N.C. — Navy hovercraft began 
roaring over the beach at Camp Lejeune just before dawn 

Monday morning. Within minutes, one of them, LCAC-68, 
had disgorged four U.S. Marine light recon vehicles and their 
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crews, executed an about-face and scooted back toward the 
amphibious assault ship Kearsarge for more. 

The forcible entry at the heart of exercise Bold Alligator 
had begun hours earlier, as Navy LCAC crews began final 
preparations to launch and Marines began descending the 
steep, wide passageway linking the hangar and well decks on 
Kearsarge and climbing aboard their LAV-25s, already 
chained down and ready to go. To the rear, other Marines were 
unchaining amphibious assault vehicles that would be moved 
forward and into the emptied LCACs once they returned. 

The entry operation was unopposed, although U.S. and 
French platoons who came ashore near this landing point 
moved inland to begin force-on-force training or conduct other 
training. 

The essence of Bold Alligator was planning, staging and 
getting them here — and not a few platoons, not a Marine 
Expeditionary Unit but an entire Marine Expeditionary 
Brigade that could number upwards of 14,500 Marines and 
sailors. 

The exercise is the largest amphibious workout in a 
decade, a void caused by heavy Marine Corps involvement in 
the Iraq and Afghanistan wars and not having enough money, 
forces and suitable amphibious platforms available to go 
large-scale. Bold Alligator seeks to revitalize this once-
common type of training, albeit to some degree with notional 
or “synthetic” forces “alongside” the real ones, which also 
include forces from the U.K., Canada, the Netherlands, Italy, 
Spain, New Zealand and France. 

Navy amphibious and Marine expeditionary forces have 
demonstrated a wide range of capabilities over the past several 
years: combat operations in Libya, humanitarian relief in 
Pakistan, disaster assistance in Japan, and much more. 

What’s been missing from that list is the amphibious 
assault, a time-honored Marine Corps mission. 

Planners chose to narrow the Bold Alligator focus to such 
an assault. By doing so, said Col. Bill Jurney, commander of 
the 2nd Marine Regiment and Regimental Landing Team 2, it 
“allows you to do a more deliberative planning process for 
some of those specific enemy threats, and things of that 
nature.” 

While the focus was singular, said Capt. Peter Pagano, 
commander of Amphibious Squadron 4, “We still are prepared 
to execute other missions across the full range of capabilities.” 

As all the planning and preparation gave way to boots on 
the beach Monday morning, Navy beachmasters were 
enjoying the scale of the operation. 

“It’s fun. It’s actually fun,” said Boatswain’s Mate 2nd 
Class (SW) Dion Frazier of Beachmaster Unit 2. “Usually 
when we do operations … it’s quick, it’s over. It’s good to be 
able to do it all at once. Everything we do, we’re doing at one 
time.” 

Marines agreed. 
“It’s exciting,” said Marine Gunnery Sgt. Gustavo 

Munoz, a 10-year veteran with Command Logistics Bn. 26, a 
unit that handles Marine Corps traffic after the Navy gets it 
ashore. “It’s crazy. It’s uncomfortable. Because I’ve never 
done anything this size.” 
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7. Navy, Corps Return To Joint Amphib Training 
(NAVY TIMES 06 FEB 12) ... William H. McMichael 

ABOARD THE AMPHIBIOUS ASSAULT SHIP 
KEARSARGE — All eyes were focused over the port side of 
the amphibious assault ship Kearsarge, where three unknown 
ships had been spotted bobbing in a ghostly mist Sunday. 

They did not appear to be friendly — much less so when a 
small orange-colored boat or two appeared at the stern of the 
closest ship. Navy spotters and Marine Corps snipers trained 
high-powered scopes on the boats while the ship’s 
watchstanders scanned the horizon in other directions. 

Kearsarge would be a high-value target for an enemy 
force, but it wasn’t the only one in the area. It was sailing in 
the midst of a six-ship convoy and trailing a similar convoy, 
both in a line formation simulating the transit of a strait while 
actually operating off the North Carolina coast. 

The small boats did not come any closer. As it began a 
series of evasive maneuvers, the formation slipped out of sight 
into the mist, which covered much of the ocean on a blustery, 
overcast day. They’d thrown a diversion at the ships and 
prepared to launch a landing battalion of U.S. and British 
Marines ashore to help repel notional ground troops advancing 
north into an imaginary friendly nation’s territory. 

Down in the allied ships’ cavernous well decks, the 
Marines were staged to be launched early Monday. Their light 
armored vehicles and trucks would be transported from 
amphibious ship well decks aboard Landing Craft Air-
Cushioned vehicles that would drive them onto the beach. 

The Navy and Marines haven’t practiced this type of 
operation on this scale in at least a decade, which was the 

impetus for holding Bold Alligator 2012, running from Jan. 
30-Feb. 13. 

And it is big. A total of 21 ships, including the aircraft 
carrier Enterprise, a French dock landing ship certified for 
U.S. well deck operations, Navy and Marine Corps air assets, 
and Naval riverine craft are dedicated to the training. 

They haven’t practiced, save for Marine Expeditionary 
Unit deployment training, because a decade of war in Iraq and 
Afghanistan turned the Corps away from its traditional 
expertise in amphibious warfare into a second land army. 

Now, said Kearsarge commanding officer Capt. Dorian 
Jones, “We’re doing the things amphibious ships are supposed 
to do.” 

The mission’s renewal is playing out in new 
collaborations on multiple levels, including the sailors and 
Marines on Kearsarge and the three Navy and Marine battle 
staffs involved, who were learning or refamiliarizing 
themselves with a rarely practiced form of warfare. 

The wars’ demands also have been exacerbated by the 
Corps’ attrition rate. 

“Every year, the Marine Corps turns over about 16 
percent of our personnel,” said Brig. Gen. Christopher Owens, 
commanding general of 2nd Marine Expeditionary Brigade. 
“So if you do the math, we’ve got a new generation of 
Marines about every five years or so. And because of that, we 
have a lot of Marines who do not have amphibious experience. 

“Those who have been going aboard ship have been doing 
the three-ship Amphibious Ready Group as part of a Marine 
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Expeditionary Unit, and it is different,” Owens said. “We load 
the ships differently. The MEUs go out for six months, and 
they have to be loaded for flexibility and for long-term aboard 
ship. We’re practicing in this case to load for a single mission. 
And we’re loading in the United States, much like Task Force 
Tarawa loaded up in 2003 and went to the Persian Gulf.” 

Staffs, in turn, have not been used to working with each 
other and are becoming familiar with the skills each brings to 
such operations. 

“It’s about the relationships,” said Rear Adm. Kevin 
Scott, commander of Expeditionary Strike Group 2. And not 

just on a staff level, he said. The exercise’s scale has also 
connected warfare communities that have lost touch — in 
some cases, using notional forces that seem real on the 
computer screens in combat operations centers. 

“We are more integrated than we’ve ever been before,” 
Scott said. “We’re not just within our own amphibious 
cocoon. We’ve integrated the Enterprise Carrier Strike Group, 
forces ashore and synthetic forces to make this a more 
engaging opportunity.” 
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8. Carrier Joins Marine Amphibs, Gives Ops More Bite In 'Bold Alligator' 
(AOL DEFENSE 06 FEB 12) ... Carlo Munoz 

ABOARD THE USS WASP - For the first time, Marine 
and Navy planners have melded a carrier strike group into the 
Marine Corps' premiere amphibious operations wargame 
known as Bold Alligator. This appears to bridge what had 
appeared to be a growing divide between a Marine Corps 
eager to build more amphibious ships and a Navy intent on 
saving its existing carrier fleet. It also offers very concrete 
proof of the Marines recommitment to amphibious warfare, 
which they regard as their core competency. 

This year also marks the first time military leaders 
conducted Bold Alligator with live ships, soldiers and aircraft. 
Called the largest amphibious exercise in 10 years, it was 
designed to replicate a sea-to-shore assault spearheaded by 
U.S. and coalition forces against enemy troops from a fictional 
country. This year, enemy troops from the country of "Garnet" 
invaded the neighboring country of "Amberland.” Just like last 
year's virtual exercise, American and coalition forces were 
sent in to push back the invading forces. But unlike last year, 
the Navy and Marine Corps decided to bring the USS 
Enterprise with them. 

The addition of the carrier group to Bold Alligator, which 
Marine Corps leaders have touted as a touchstone event in the 
service's effort to get back to the shoreline, comes at an 
interesting time. A number of top service brass, including 
Marine Corps Commandant Gen. James Amos, has been 
pushing the Pentagon to add more amphibs to the Navy fleet. 
The ships, he argued, can compliment or -- to a certain extent -
- replicate a carrier's capabilities at a much lower cost. They 
are also key to the service's return to its amphibious roots. For 
its part, the Navy argues that carriers, including the new Ford-
class, will be critical to supporting the department's pivot from 
Southwest Asia to the Western Pacific. Looming defense 
budget cuts, set to begin in fiscal year 2013, has only inflamed 
that rhetoric inside the beltway. But both arguments got a shot 
in the arm in recent weeks. 

Defense Secretary took the Marine Corps variant of the 
Joint Strike Fighter off the budget chopping block earlier this 

month, lifting the DoD-imposed probation on the program set 
by former Defense Secretary Robert Gates. But only weeks 
later, Panetta announced the White House and DoD were fully 
committed to maintaining 11 carrier strike groups, which 
essentially spared the Ford-class ship from the budget axe. 
Adding a carrier element into the Marine Corps' showcase for 
amphibious ops could be seen as an effort to shoehorn the 
carrier fleet into those missions. However a number of top 
U.S. and coalition military leaders say that is not the case. 

The USS Enterprise, along with the associated cruisers 
and destroyers that make up a carrier strike group, will be a 
"complementary" force to the fleet of amphibious ships that 
carried out the beach assault today, Lt. Cmdr. George Pastoor, 
a Dutch naval officer tied to Navy Expeditionary Strike Group 
2, told reporters. ESG2 and the 2nd Marine Expeditionary 
Brigade were the lead U.S. forces in the exercise. The carrier 
group's ships were used to protect the amphib ships supporting 
the assault, Pastoor said. The air assets on the Enterprise could 
also be used to lighten the load of the Marine Corps helos and 
fighters, letting them concentrate on supporting ground forces 
as they push inland from the beach, said 2nd MEB chief of 
staff Col. Scott Aiken. 

Specifically, the Navy F/A-18s were used to help Marine 
air units to "shape the battlespace,” Col. Scott Jensen, 
commander of the 2nd Marine Air Wing told reporters aboard 
the USS Kearsarge yesterday. Once the beach assault began, 
Marine airpower shifted from those ops to providing 
overwatch for landing forces, he added. "There has been a 
handoff at this point," Jensen said regarding the shift. That 
type of cooperation is the true hallmark of the Bold Alligator 
exercise, a top Navy official said. 

Sharing air, land and sea capabilities that "cut across all 
[service] lanes" is a major goal of the combat drill, Rear Adm. 
Kevin Scott, ESG2 chief, said. If the U.S. is to be able to fight 
and win wars from the shoreline, the services have to look at 
all the warfighting capabilities on the table, according to Scott. 
"We are not just in our own amphibious cocoon," he said. 
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9. Naval Surface Forces Visits Kearsarge During Bold Alligator 2012 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 06 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Chad V. Pritt, USS Kearsarge Public Affairs 

ABOARD USS KEARSARGE, Atlantic Ocean -- 
Commander, Naval Surface Forces, Vice Adm. Richard W. 
Hunt visited the amphibious assault ship USS Kearsarge 
(LHD 3) Feb. 4 to talk with Sailors, Marines and coalition 
forces during Exercise Bold Alligator 2012. 

Hunt arrived via CH-46 as part of a tour of units 
participating in Bold Alligator, the largest amphibious 
exercise in a decade. 
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While aboard, Hunt addressed the crew to laud their 
efforts to make Bold Alligator the premier amphibious 
exercise in the world. 

"I couldn't be happier to be a part of, at least the observing 
team for, Bold Alligator," Hunt said during an all-hands call in 
the hangar bay. "This is something that is absolutely essential 
to the future of the Navy and Marine Corps team. It's the right 
thing to do." 

The purpose behind the exercise, which combines 
elements from the Navy, Marine Corps and coalition partners, 
is to revitalize the skill-sets that comprise amphibious 
operations and re-enforce the maritime services' sea basing 
initiative. Hunt expounded on the importance of both roles to 
national security. 

"What we do over the next ten years will determine how 
safe the United States of America is," he said. 

Hunt added that amphibious capabilities go far beyond the 
ability to engage in combat from the littorals, they also enable 
the U.S. to respond globally to disasters and provide 
humanitarian aide to coastal regions. He cited the recent 
combat operations in Afghanistan and Libya while contrasting 
those missions with a year of natural disasters. 

"The impact, with no notice, of being able to drop bombs 
on target, to do direct support missions off amphibious ships, 
to do CSAR (combat search and rescue) missions, and to do it 
absolutely flawlessly is incredibly impressive," he said. "And 
to do it all at almost the same time as earthquakes, tsunamis 
and a nuclear disaster in Japan... Who shows up for that? The 
United States Navy." 

The successful completion of those challenges were not 
lost on Hunt, or the surface warfare community, as they 
mulled whether there were shortcomings in today's Navy at 
the recent Surface Navy Week. 

"The answer to that was no," he said. "We have been able 
to achieve every single challenge the Nation and the President 
have asked us to do, and we will continue to do that." 

Hunt spent the day touring the ship's spaces, including 
medical facilities, main engineering, and speaking one-on-one 
to Sailors up and down the chain of command about Exercise 
Bold Alligator. 

Bold Alligator focuses on today's fight with today's 
forces, while showcasing the advantages of seabasing. The 
exercise takes place Jan. 30-Feb. 12 afloat and ashore in and 
around Virginia and North Carolina. 
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10. Survival Training For When A Pilot’s World Turns Upside Down 
(NEW YORK TIMES 07 FEB 12) ... C. J. Chivers 

NAVAL AIR STATION WHIDBEY ISLAND, Wash. — 
The pilot sat strapped to a chair, held in place as if he were in 
the backseat of a helicopter. Beside him, on a mock wall, was 
a window. The window was closed. 

The pilot wore opaque goggles. He could not see the 
window or anything else. The chair was attached to a rotating 
stand in the chest-deep water of a swimming pool. A petty 
officer spun a large wheel, flipping the chair backward with a 
gentle whoosh. The pilot was now underwater, upside down. 

Another exercise in the test had begun. 
The pilot — feet near the surface, head near the bottom, 

sightless — was to disconnect himself from the buckled 
straps, wiggle free, open the window and pull himself through 
and out, a series of movements intended to simulate what he 
might need to do in an aircraft that had struck the sea at night. 

Every four years, the Navy requires its pilots and those 
who fly with them to renew their skills in escaping from 
downed aircraft or surviving an ejection and parachute descent 
into water. The refresher class, depending on where each 
student is based, is held in one of several schools like this one, 
the Aviation Survival Training Center on this Navy base in 
coastal Washington State. 

In the peculiar way that demanding and slightly 
frightening training is often viewed by those who undergo it, 
the course is simultaneously appreciated and loathed. 

The pilot who was flipped upside down on this day, Lt. 
Cmdr. Kelsey N. Martin, struggled briefly with the buckle that 
held the straps across his torso. He soon broke free and swam 
through the window without the assistance of the rescue 
swimmer watching alongside. 

Later, he offered the common sentiment. “I was not 
looking forward to this,” he said, before adding: “This training 
is actually very valuable. I say that because I know four guys 
who have ejected over water, and all of them lived.” 

The test with the chair that flips upside down — known as 
the Modular Shallow Water Egress Trainer — was one 
exercise of several. 

Lieutenant Commander Martin and his classmates also 
had to pass a swim test wearing boots, flight suit and helmet; 
demonstrate that they could inflate a life preserver with a 
breathing tube while treading water; and complete several 
situational exercises, including escaping from a parachute 
harness that, via an electric pulley, dragged each man 
backward through the water as he tried to undo the harness’s 
buckles. 

This drill was meant to replicate the experience of being 
pulled across the ocean surface by a parachute driven by high 
winds, which could drown a pilot who had survived an 
otherwise successful ditching. 

The final exercise, the so-called dunker, involved being 
seated wearing opaque goggles in a simulated helicopter as it 
was dropped into 12 feet of water and rotated upside down. 
Several pilots and crew members would have to escape at 
once, while safety divers watched, ready to rescue anyone who 
became stuck. 

That exercise, like the overturned chair, taught crew 
members to choose an exit and then rely on “reference points” 
to get there — firm handholds inside the aircraft with which to 
pull themselves, handhold by handhold, toward an opening. 

The course, which lasts two days, seeks to drill reactions 
into aircrews for surviving the most likely dangers they might 
face. 

(Lieutenant Commander Martin is an E/A-18G pilot. 
Though jet pilots do not fly helicopters, they sometimes are 
carried as passengers within them and are required to complete 
the helicopter training, too. Two journalists from The New 
York Times were also required to complete a recent course 
before receiving permission to fly inside carrier-based F/A-18s 
for coverage of the Afghan war.) 
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Cmdr. Richard V. Folga, the school’s director, said the 
reasoning behind the training is locked in aviation math. Every 
year, no matter how much attention aviation squadrons pay to 
maintenance and safety, naval aircraft experience catastrophic 
failures. Pilots and aircrews end up in the sea. 

The Navy sometimes loses as many as 8 to 10 jet aircraft 
a year, he said. And so, after a day in a classroom receiving 
instruction and doing practice drills, the crews head to the pool 
for a long session in the water, in case one day the math 
catches up to them. 

Commander Folga said he knows some officers attend 
with dread. 

“If I could guarantee that you would never need this 
training, I would say, ‘O.K., sit in the back and use your 
iPhone and do whatever you want to do while the rest of us 
work,’ ” he said. “But these exercises are all based on real 
incidents, and sometimes on recurrent real incidents.” 

He added: “No one plans for this kind of mishap. People 
don’t go to work one day expecting that they will have to 
eject. But it happens. And when it happens, they have to be 
ready.” 

That statement aligned with the experience of Lt. 
Jonathan D. Farley, an F/A-18 pilot who volunteered in late 
2007 to serve as a downed pilot for a rescue-training exercise 
on the West Coast. Lieutenant Farley was picked up from the 
ground by an MH-60 helicopter crew. 

As the helicopter returned to an aircraft carrier with him 
in a back seat, the exercise turned real. 

“I wasn’t paying attention,” he said. “I was along for the 
ride.” Then he saw multiple warning lights flash at once in the 

cockpit’s instrument panel. A crewman near him pointed 
toward the water and then assumed a brace position. 

The helicopter was going down. 
Without time to prepare, Lieutenant Farley was trapped in 

a sequence straight from the dunk-tank course. 
The pilot up front managed to maintain enough control 

over the crippled helicopter to put it onto the surface softly. 
But it immediately flipped over. Cold water rushed in and 
closed around the passengers and crew. They were sinking, 
upside down, just as Lieutenant Commander Martin did at his 
recent course. 

Lieutenant Farley followed the only instructions he knew. 
“I did exactly what the training had taught me,” he said. “I 
grabbed a reference point, drew my breath right before the 
water went over my head and unbuckled.” 

As he slipped free from his seat, he could see nothing. He 
pulled himself toward where he thought he might escape, but 
lost his way. He does not remember finding the exit, but he 
must have. Just before his lungs gave out he was on the 
surface, the last man out. 

Everyone survived: two pilots up front, three crew 
members and the two passengers. A second helicopter had 
been flying with the MH-60. Its crew plucked the survivors 
from the sea. 

Lieutenant Farley, who said he is not a strong swimmer, 
spoke of the survival course in the same tone as many of those 
who know they will have to attend the class again. “I hate it 
with a passion,” he said. “But if you are in a bad situation and 
have trained for it, then you revert to your training and what 
you know. It is why I am alive.” 
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11. Thailand To Host U.S.-Led Military Exercise 
(CHINA DAILY 07 FEB 12) ... Hu Yinan 

BEIJING — The US-led annual multinational exercise 
Cobra Gold 2012, the largest such military endeavor in the 
Asia-Pacific to date, is due to start in Thailand on Tuesday. 

The 10- day exercise, which will involve around 13,000 
military personnel from 17 nations, is designed to advance 
regional security among “nations sharing common goals and 
security commitments in the Asia-Pacific”, according to the 
US military. 

Fullparticipating nations include Thailand, the US, 
Singapore, Japan, South Korea , Indonesia and Malaysia. 

Australia, France, Canada, the United Kingdom, 
Bangladesh, Italy, India, Nepal, the Philippines and Vietnam 
will also take part in the drill’s multinational planning 
augmentation team. 

This year’s Cobra Gold, the 31st such event, is a regular 
Thailand-hosted exercise that has shifted from its initial focus 
against the Soviet Union and its allies during the Cold War to 
safeguarding Washington’s interests in the Far East and 
Southeast Asia, said Li Daguang, a military specialist at the 
University of National Defense in Beijing. 

“(Washington’s) effort through the maneuvers is aimed at 
unifying countries (in the region) around itself. While this 
definitely runs counter to China’s interests in the long term, 

the exercise itself is not specifically — at least not explicitly 
— targeted at China,” he said. 

Shi Aiguo, an international politics professor at 
Guangdong University of Foreign Studies, earlier said the US 
had used Cobra Gold exercises to reach out to countries such 
as India, Vietnam and Myanmar. 

A senior Thai army officer was quoted by Japan’s Kyodo 
News as saying last week that Myanmar had expressed an 
interest in joining the annual exercises in the future. 

Live-fire training, noncombatant evacuation exercises and 
a computer-simulated command-post exercise will be featured 
at this year’s drills, the US Marines said in a statement. 
Humanitarian and civic assistance projects will also be part of 
the exercises. 

Thailand, Washington’s oldest ally in the Asia-Pacific, 
will send some 3,400 military personnel to the exercises. 

The People’s Liberation Army sent observers to the 
exercises in 2003. It was not immediately clear if the Chinese 
military was invited to observe this year. 

Cobra Gold is Washington’s longest-standing military 
exercise in the Pacific. About 7,000 of the 13,000 forces 
involved in the drill are from the US military, the majority of 
them from the 3rd Marine Expeditionary Force. 
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12. Abraham Lincoln Visits Bahrain 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 06 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist Seaman Zachary S. Welch, USS Abraham Lincoln Public 
Affairs 

MANAMA, Bahrain -- The aircraft carrier USS Abraham 
Lincoln (CVN 72) departed Bahrain, Feb. 5, following a four-
day port visit. 

While in Bahrain, Abraham Lincoln hosted a reception 
and Sailors participated in Morale, Welfare and Recreation 
(MWR)-sponsored tours and volunteered for several 
community relations events (COMRELs). 

"It's always good for the crew to take a few days to relax 
in port and recharge their batteries," said Capt. John D. 
Alexander, Lincoln's commanding officer. "Our Sailors do 
outstanding work when we're out to sea, so it's important they 
get the opportunity to take a break, see new places and 
experience a wide range of cultures with our partners in the 
region." 

Abraham Lincoln hosted a pierside reception for U.S. and 
partner nation dignitaries and distinguished guests, Feb. 2, 
including Vice Adm. Mark Fox, commander, U.S. Naval 
Forces Central Command. 

Sailors assigned to Abraham Lincoln and guided-missile 
cruiser USS Cape St. George (CG 71) experienced the local 
culture by partaking in MWR tours and events, including 
guided tours to Bahrain's Grand Mosque and the Tree of Life. 
Crew members also swam with dolphins, fished and raced go-
carts. 

"I really loved swimming with the dolphins," said 
Aviation Maintenance Administrationman Airman Larry R. 
Manning. "It's always been a dream of mine, and it's finally 
happened." 

Engineman Fireman Alisha K. Owens said she 
appreciated the opportunity to visit with the locals and 
participate in a COMREL at the Kingdom of Bahrain Filipino 
Women's Club. 

"It's a wonderful thing that we had time to give back to 
the community," Owens said. "We were only there for a short 
time, and it really shows that-no matter where we are-we can 
lend a helping hand." 

Bahrain marks the second port visit of Abraham Lincoln's 
2012 deployment following a visit to Pattaya, Thailand. The 
ship departed Everett, Wash., Dec. 7, on a cruise that will take 
the ship around the world and to its new homeport of Norfolk, 
Va. 

Lincoln and Cape St. George are part of the Abraham 
Lincoln Carrier Strike Group (ALCSG), which also includes 
embarked Carrier Air Wing (CVW) 2 and Destroyer Squadron 
9, comprised of guided-missile destroyers USS Momsen 
(DDG 92) and USS Sterett (DDG 104). ALCSG is deployed to 
the U.S. 5th Fleet area of responsibility conducting maritime 
security operations, theater security cooperation efforts and 
support missions as part of Operation Enduring Freedom. 
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13. Truman Departs Dry Dock 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 06 FEB 12) ... Chief Mass Communication Specialist Shawn D. Graham, USS Harry S. Truman Public 
Affairs 

PORTSMOUTH, Va. -- The Nimitz-class aircraft carrier 
USS Harry S. Truman (CVN 75) moved from dry dock 8 
(DD8) to her new berth, Pier 6 at Norfolk Naval Shipyard 
(NNSY) in Portsmouth, Va., Feb. 3. 

Truman has been in dry dock since March 2011, 
conducting a 15-month docking planned incremental 
availability (DPIA). 

According to Ensign Carlos Prothro from deck 
department, getting the ship out of dry dock and afloat is a 
major milestone. 

"It is a complex process, and the biggest part is having 
experienced Sailors in the right places at the right times," said 
Prothro. "Undocking any ship takes a team effort." 

Prothro said another key element to the ship's successful 
undocking was cooperation between Truman and NNSY 
leadership. 

"Our partnership with NNSY made the undocking process 
flow smoothly," said Prothro. "Undocking takes a lot of 
people working together with good communication flowing 
both up and down." 

Following its watertight integrity verification Feb. 1, DD8 
continued controlled flooding until Truman rose from the keel 
blocks and moved by tug boats to Pier 6 at NNSY. 

Cmdr. Jeffrey Hutchinson, Truman's navigation officer, 
said the undocking went extremely well and every Sailor and 
shipyard worker should be proud. 

"Today's movement went well because of the planning by 
NNSY and Truman," said Hutchinson. "Undocking was the 
most significant key event since DPIA started. It brings us one 
huge step closer to becoming operational again. This move 
should give every Sailor a deep sense of accomplishment and 
purpose." 

For some of Truman's newest Sailors this was their first 
experience at sea. 

Aviation Boatswain's Mate (Handling) Airman Alexander 
Donley said seeing the ship afloat was a remarkable sight. 

"I was very excited," said Donley, who has been aboard 
since September 2011. "Service at sea was the driving factor 
in my choice of joining the Navy over other branches of 
service. There is a marked progression in the ship's condition 
from when I first arrived to now." 

Donley said many of the ship's newest Sailors are only 
familiar with being in dry dock. "So the ship being afloat is 
very new to all of the newly reported Sailors. Soon we will 
back to sea, working in our rates," said Donley. 

Truman's DPIA is the largest-scale maintenance cycle 
ever conducted at NNSY. Truman completed its last DPIA in 
2006. 

Throughout the next few months, Truman's Sailors will 
test systems and prepare the ship for its return to the fleet. 
Truman is scheduled to remain at Pier 6 until the completion 
of its DPIA. 
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GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
14. U.S. Closes Its Embassy In Syria As Violence Rises 
Western nations call for coalition; Sanctions, not military action, under discussion 
(WASHINGTON POST 07 FEB 12) ... Alice Fordham and Karen DeYoung 

DAMASCUS, SYRIA — The United States closed its 
embassy in Damascus on Monday amid escalating violence in 
Syria and an increasingly urgent effort by the Obama 
administration and like-minded governments to raise pressure 
on President Bashar al-Assad to leave power. 

After the failure of an anti-Assad resolution at the U.N. 
Security Council on Saturday, French President Nicolas 
Sarkozy and German Chancellor Angela Merkel echoed a U.S. 
call to form an international political coalition, similar to the 
one that preceded military intervention in Libya, to coordinate 
anti-Assad actions. 

But even as shelling continued Monday in the city of 
Homs, the Western allies made clear that they had no plans for 
military action in Syria. Instead, U.S. and other officials spoke 
of tightening economic sanctions in the hope of strangling 
Assad’s government and persuading those around him to 
abandon him, as they look for ways to help the weak and 
unorganized Syrian opposition. 

Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov was scheduled to 
visit Damascus on Tuesday for talks with Syrian officials, but 
there was little optimism that the meetings would alleviate the 
crisis. Along with China, Russia vetoed the anti-Assad 
resolution, and on Monday, Lavrov denounced “certain 
Western states” for what he called their “hysterical 
statements” about the veto. 

The U.N. resolution’s proponents viewed the veto as a 
“Cold War curtain call” by Russia to protect its sole remaining 
ally in the Middle East against what it denounced as Western 
intervention, said a senior Arab diplomat. 

“The big goal now is to figure out what people can do 
together outside the United Nations,” said the diplomat, 
speaking candidly on the condition of anonymity. “The issues 
themselves are going to be the same — an arms embargo, 
perhaps sanctions on individual bank accounts, travel bans. I 
don’t think there are any more, newer ideas.” 

The Gulf Cooperation Council, a group of Persian Gulf 
countries that drew up a transition plan for Yemen, has 
scheduled a meeting for Saturday to consider next steps on 
Syria. The Arab League will convene Sunday in Cairo. 

Although a cooperative, Libya-like alliance could 
improve the flow of supplies into opposition strongholds, 
analysts said they do not expect to see Syria’s scattered 
resistance movement coalesce quickly into a fighting force. 

“There’s a scramble now for options,” said Michael 
Singh, who was senior director for Middle East affairs at the 
National Security Council in the George W. Bush 
administration. On one hand, arming the rebels would almost 
certainly “fuel the fighting and accelerate the descent into civil 
war,” Singh said. But doing nothing, he said, could make the 
inevitable conflict longer, bloodier and more dangerous. 

Others noted that Assad still has a lifeline to Iran and 
Russia, as well as the potential for paramilitary support from 
groups such as Hezbollah and Hamas. 

“For Obama, it highlights the painful reality that, despite 
his tough ‘Assad must go’ rhetoric, he’s neither willing nor 
able to do much more,” said Aaron David Miller, an adviser 

on the region to Democratic and Republic administrations and 
currently a public policy scholar at the Woodrow Wilson 
Institute. 

“Syria will be a tragic slow bleed with no good options or 
outcomes,” Miller said. 

On Monday, residents and reporters in Homs, where 
hundreds were reported killed over the weekend, said heavy 
artillery was falling, particularly in the opposition stronghold 
of Baba Amr. 

Opposition groups put Monday’s death toll at about 40, as 
residential neighborhoods were bombarded; also hit was a 
field hospital where dozens of injured were being treated 
because, according to activists, access to government hospitals 
was blocked. 

Video footage from Homs showed severe damage to 
homes and mosques, numerous gruesome injuries and 
mangled bodies, and repeated heavy artillery fire in different 
areas of the city. 

Col. Malik Kurdi, a spokesman for the armed opposition 
force known as the Free Syrian Army, said its fighters still 
controlled a number of areas in the city, although he declined 
to say how many men were operating there. Kurdi said the 
group conducts mainly defensive operations, although it 
sometimes attacks security forces to take their weapons and 
for “protection.” 

“The regime’s army will not be able to take over the 
area,” he said, “because we have the support of the people and 
because the Free Syrian Army has the utmost determination 
and will.” 

Syrian state media reported that violence by “armed 
terrorists” had increased across the country, and that terrorists 
had shelled Homs neighborhoods and attacked security 
officers, provoking clashes, while two oil pipelines near the 
city had been bombed. 

The military has also escalated operations near the capital. 
The government continued its aggressive campaign to retake 
Zabadani, a town 20 miles outside Damascus where 
opposition fighters last month negotiated a withdrawal of 
troops. 

The decision to shutter the U.S. Embassy and withdraw 
the remaining diplomats followed growing administration 
concern about the security of the mission as the revolt, and the 
government crackdown, have edged closer to the capital in 
recent weeks. The embassy building, State Department 
spokeswoman Victoria Nuland said Monday, “is right at the 
confluence of many main streets. It has no protection or 
setback to speak of.” 

Diplomats had appealed to Syrian authorities for 
permission to bring in extra staff and take further measures to 
secure the embassy, but they met with resistance. 

Nuland said U.S. Ambassador Robert S. Ford and all 
diplomats and American citizens associated with the embassy 
left the country Monday morning after Ford informed Syrian 
Foreign Minister Walid al-Moualem in a personal visit. The 
State Department issued a travel warning recommending that 
all U.S. citizens in Syria “depart immediately.” It said the 
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Polish Embassy will now “serve as the protecting power for 
U.S. interests” in Syria. 

Nuland said that the United States has “not broken 
diplomatic relations with Syria” and that Ford will continue to 
operate from the State Department, where he will “maintain 
contact with the Syrian people.” 

Ford, who led U.S. criticism of the Syrian regime in the 
early months of the uprising, was called home from Damascus 
in October out of concern for his safety but returned to Syria 
in early December. His meetings with activists and his vivid 

Facebook postings have drawn the ire of the Damascus 
government. 

Britain summoned its ambassador from Damascus to 
London for consultations, although a Foreign Office official 
said he will probably return. 

But in a lengthy statement to Parliament, Foreign 
Secretary William Hague condemned the Russian veto and 
Syria’s increasingly bloody crackdown. “This is an utterly 
unacceptable situation which demands a united international 
response,” he said. 
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15. U.S. Sending Commander To Repair Ties With Pakistan 
(NEW YORK TIMES 07 FEB 12) ... Eric Schmitt and Declan Walsh 

WASHINGTON — A senior American military 
commander is expected to travel to Pakistan this month in 
what Obama administration officials say is the first step 
toward thawing a strategic relationship that has been in effect 
frozen for more than two months. 

Gen. James N. Mattis, the head of the military’s Central 
Command, will meet Gen. Ashfaq Parvez Kayani, the 
Pakistani Army chief of staff, to discuss the investigations of 
an exchange of fire at the Afghan border that killed 24 
Pakistani soldiers, as well as new border coordination 
procedures to prevent a recurrence of the episode. 

General Mattis’s visit, the first by a high-ranking 
American official since the cross-border confrontation in 
November, was to have begun Thursday, but has been 
postponed by at least a week pending what is expected to be a 
spirited debate in the Pakistani Parliament over a new security 
policy toward the United States. 

Pakistani and American officials are quietly optimistic 
that both events will trigger a chain of public engagement and 
private negotiations that will reboot the two nations’ frayed 
strategic relationship, although along more narrowly defined 
lines than before. 

Pakistani officials say they will probably reopen NATO 
supply lines running through their territory, which have been 
closed for more than two months. The State Department is 
supporting a proposal circulating in the administration for the 
United States to issue a formal apology for the deaths of the 
Pakistani soldiers in the Nov. 26 airstrike by American 
gunships. 

“We’ve felt an apology would be helpful in creating some 
space,” said an American official who has been briefed on the 
State Department’s view and who spoke on the condition of 
anonymity as internal discussions continued. 

Soon after the lethal airstrike, the White House decided 
that President Obama would not offer formal condolences to 
Pakistan, overruling State Department officials who argued for 
such a show of remorse to help salvage relations. Pentagon 
officials had balked, saying the statements from other 
American officials had been sufficient. Some administration 
aides said at the time that they worried that if Mr. Obama 
decided to overrule the military and apologize to Pakistan, it 
could become ammunition for his Republican opponents in the 
presidential campaign. 

A State Department spokeswoman, Victoria Nuland, 
would not comment on the proposal on Monday. 

American election politics are also on the mind of 
Pakistani strategists. A senior security official in Islamabad, 

speaking on the condition of anonymity because he is not 
authorized to speak publicly on the issue, said the military was 
cognizant of Mr. Obama’s domestic political constraints, and 
noted that Pakistan may also have elections this year, probably 
in the fall. 

“Unfortunately there is election fever on both sides of the 
divide this year,” the official said. “That limits the room for 
maneuver.” 

The director of the State Department’s policy planning 
office, Jake Sullivan, signaled last month that relations could 
improve soon. 

Speaking to foreign journalists in Washington on Jan. 25, 
Mr. Sullivan said, “We will see over the course of the next 
several weeks an intensive period of work to deal with the 
very real issues that continue to exist between the United 
States and Pakistan in our relationship.” 

American officials in Washington said the thaw had 
already started, unofficially. Relations between the C.I.A. and 
Pakistan’s Inter-Services Intelligence Directorate, or ISI, had 
slowly improved since the nadir after the raid that killed 
Osama bin Laden last May, they said. 

Intelligence officials from the two countries have resumed 
discussions about “joint targeting,” officials here added — 
probably a reference to C.I.A.-directed drone strikes in 
Pakistan’s tribal belt. On the military side, Pakistan’s generals 
had started discussions over border coordination and the 
resumption of Coalition Support Funds, the main United 
States subsidy to Pakistani military operations. 

A senior Pakistani security official also struck a 
cautiously positive note. “We have to meet, we have to talk, 
we have to bring this relationship back on track,” he said. 
“Both of us need each other. But from now on there will be no 
free rides, no carte blanche — things need to be 
institutionalized.” 

The starting point for the new relationship is expected to 
be General Mattis’s visit, the stated purpose of which is to 
formally present to Pakistan the Central Command’s findings 
in the Nov. 26 episode. Pakistan’s military last month issued a 
withering rejection of the American report: it stated the report 
was “factually not correct”; accused the United States of 
failing to share information “at any level”; and denied any 
responsibility for the bloody debacle. 

Behind the scenes, however, General Mattis will try to 
learn what is possible in the relationship regarding training, 
arms sales and improving border coordination centers. 
Depending on how the visit goes, other American officials, 
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including Marc Grossman, the State Department’s special 
representative for Afghanistan and Pakistan, could follow. 

The timing of those visits, though, is hostage to the 
vagaries of Pakistan’s turbulent political scene. Government 
leaders, judges and generals have been at loggerheads for most 
of the past month, engaged in media and judicial 
confrontations that, at one point, produced rumors of a coup, 
and more broadly distracted attention from efforts to repair the 
American relationship. 

Pakistani and American officials now say the 
parliamentary debate on American policy — a critical step in 
starting negotiations — was unlikely to start before Feb. 14. 
The debate, which is likely to last several days, will focus on 
the findings of a cross-party committee set up to re-evaluate 
the relationship with the United States. 

Once the policy document has been debated in 
Parliament, Pakistani officials will sit down with American 
diplomats to hammer out the contours of the new relationship, 

a process that diplomats say is likely to last many months. But 
some things are expected to be resolved immediately. 

Pakistani officials say they will soon reopen the NATO 
supply route to Afghanistan, although they will seek an 
unspecified tariff on all goods passing through. American 
officials say they are open to paying, but point out that the 
alternative northern supply route into Afghanistan, through 
Central Asia, has picked up much of the slack in recent 
months. 

Analysts say this points to a potential loss for Pakistan’s 
military, which courted popularity by closing the route in 
November but may have ceded a source of leverage with the 
United States. 

The crisis has also altered the C.I.A.-led drone program. 
In December, Pakistan expelled all Americans from Shamsi 
base, in western Pakistan, which had been used by the C.I.A. 
to launch drone strikes against militant targets in the tribal belt 
along the Afghan border. But the drone strikes have continued, 
from bases in southern Afghanistan. 
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16. Iranian, Omani Navy Chiefs Call For Closer Military Cooperation 
(TEHRAN TIMES 06 FEB 12) 

TEHRAN – In a meeting in Tehran on Monday the 
Iranian and Omani navy commanders called for promotion of 
military cooperation between Tehran and Muscat. 

Iranian Navy chief Rear Admiral Habibollah Sayyari and 
Omani Royal Navy Commander Rear Admiral Abdullah Bin 
Khamis Bin Abdullah al-Raisi exchanged views on different 
issues, particularly cooperation in the area of defense. 

Commenting on the religious, cultural and historical 
affinities between the two countries, the Iranian navy 

commander emphasized the importance of continued 
cooperation in defense areas. 

Expressing pleasure with his presence in Iran, the Omani 
admiral also called for closer cooperation between the two 
countries’ naval forces. 

During his trip to the Islamic Republic, Raisi is scheduled 
to pay a visit to various facilities belonging to the Iranian 
Navy. 
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17. Report: Iran Navy Rescues Tanker From Pirates 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 05 FEB 12) 

TEHRAN, Iran — Iran's state TV reports that the 
country's navy has opened fire on pirates to foil an attack on 
an Iranian oil tanker near the Gulf of Aden. 

The late Sunday report says the Iranian navy rushed to the 
site earlier in the day after it received a distress signal from the 
tanker, which was under attack from some 35 pirate boats. 

The report says the pirate boats fled after the Iranian 
forces opened fire. It did not report any casualties. 

From time to time, Iran announces the rescue of Iranian 
and other vessels from pirate attacks. 

Iranian vessels are part of an international flotilla of 
warships that patrols the Gulf of Aden near the entrance to the 
Red Sea, to protect shipping from Somalia-based pirates. 
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18. Iran’s Undisputed Weapon: Power To Block The Strait Of Hormuz 
(NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC 06 FEB 12) ... Marianne Lavelle 

In Iran's confrontation with the West over its nuclear 
program, the Islamic Republic has one undisputed weapon: 
The ability to block the most important oil transit choke point 
in the world. 

Although military strategists and diplomatic experts have 
worried about Iran's capability to throw the global economy 
into chaos for more than three decades, there has been little 
progress in developing alternative petroleum routes to defuse 
the power of Iran's threat to block the Strait of Hormuz. 

Tensions increased last week after Israeli Defense 
Minister Ehud Barak issued a blunt warning that time was 
running out for stopping Iran's nuclear program. Iran has 
claimed that its uranium enrichment facilities are for peaceful 
energy purposes, not for weaponry. After a visit by United 

Nations inspectors, and plans for a return visit later this 
month, Iran's state-run news agency termed the talks "positive 
and constructive." But Israel signaled that the U.N. diplomatic 
efforts and an oil embargo led by the United States and Europe 
were not progressing quickly enough to defuse Iran's nuclear 
threat. If Iran moved its nuclear facilities into underground 
Bunkers, Barak said, it could be "too late" to destroy them. 
Barak's comment raises the fear that Israel might mount a 
unilateral air strike. 

Defense strategists believe such a move would trigger a 
retaliatory Iranian action to block the Strait of Hormuz. 

An Artery At Risk 
There are hundreds of choke points that constrain the flow 

of oil around the world, from the Strait of Malacca in the east 
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to the Panama Canal in the west. But none matches the 
importance of the Strait of Hormuz. In 2011, an average 16 
million barrels of oil per day, or 20 percent of the oil traded 
worldwide, moved by tanker through the 173-mile (280-
kilometer) waterway between Iran and Oman that links the 
Persian Gulf to the Gulf of Oman and the seas beyond. 

The strait's narrowest point is 31 miles (50 kilometers) 
wide, but navigation is even more constrained. Tankers must 
move on either an outbound or an inbound shipping lane, each 
of them 2 miles (3.2 kilometers) wide, separated by a buffer 
zone of the same width. In 2011, about 14 outbound crude oil 
tankers passed through the conduit daily, with about 77 
percent of the cargo headed toward Asia and the Pacific. 

A look at history underscores the economic risk that a 
Hormuz closure represents. The largest oil market disruption 
ever occurred in August 1990, when Iraq's invasion of Kuwait 
took 4.3 million barrels per day of oil off the market-about 6.5 
percent of world supply. That stoppage caused world oil prices 
to double (from about $20 to $40 per barrel). But a blockade 
of Hormuz would cut off nearly four times as much oil as the 
Kuwait crisis did, disrupting a share of the oil market three 
times greater. And this unprecedented throttling of supply 
would come at a time when oil is more than $100 per barrel 
and the world economy is weak. 

In testimony before the U.S. Senate last week, Richard 
Jones, the career U.S. diplomat who is now deputy executive 
director of the Paris-based International Energy Agency 
downplayed the disruption Iran could cause to oil markets. He 
said the Hormuz threat to some degree had "already been 
priced into the market," meaning it is one of the reasons that 
oil prices already have been so high. "The likelihood of a 
prolonged stoppage for Hormuz transits is seen as being fairly 
low," he said. 

The Asymmetric Threat 
The decade-long Iran-Iraq War in the 1980s marked Iran's 

last attempt to sabotage shipping through Hormuz. A U.S. 
guided missile frigate, the U.S.S. Samuel B. Roberts, nearly 
sank after hitting an Iranian mine in April 1988, prompting 
President Ronald Reagan to order a massive and decisive 
retaliatory attack. Although Iran's naval forces are still seen as 
outmatched by the U.S. Navy, the Islamic Republic has 
invested heavily since then in weaponry of "asymmetric 
warfare." As detailed in a 2008 report by the Washington 
Institute for Near East Studies, Iran's strategy is built on 
mobile coastal missile batteries, modern anti-ship missiles 
mounted on fast-attack craft, midget submarines, modern 
naval mines, and drone aerial vehicles, and the ability to 
conceal and deploy its artillery amid the numerous coves, 
inlets, and islands along its 1,500 miles (2,400 kilometers) of 
Gulf coastline. 

Experts at the Washington, D.C.-based Center for 
Strategic and International Studies last month released an 
analysis of the threat to the Strait of Hormuz, including a 
scenario in which Israel executes a major air strike. The 
analysts envisioned Iran using its submarines to plant smart 
bombs in the strait and near the Gulf of Oman. They suggested 
that oil tankers might also be attacked by honing torpedoes. 
Such a confrontation, the CSIS analysts said, would likely 
trigger a limited naval and air war by the United States to open 
the strait. But it would cause shipping to halt for as much as a 

week, and the risk premiums and tanker costs for oil shipping 
would be doubled for two to three weeks more. 

Choking oil flow through the Strait of Hormuz also would 
disable one of the global oil market's most important safety 
valves. Nearly all of the world's spare capacity to produce oil-
about 3.5 million barrels per day-is in Saudi Arabia. The 
kingdom's implicit pledge to keep oil flowing has been seen as 
an important lever keeping oil markets in check during the 
Libyan crisis last year, and the Iraq War of the past decade. 
Saudi Arabia's ability to make up for any shortfalls in the 
world oil market would be cut off, since 75 percent of its oil is 
exported through the Persian Gulf. 

Saudi Arabia also can export oil through the 745-mile 
(1,198-kilometer) east-west Petroline pipeline from Abqaiq to 
the Red Sea, which is seen as the chief alternative for oil flow 
in case of a Hormuz closure. But the Petroline has a capacity 
to handle only 5 million barrels per day of oil, less than a third 
of what now flows through the Strait of Hormuz. 

A novel proposal for beefing up that capacity is to use 
chemicals known as drag reduction agents (DRAs) to allow 
the oil to flow more freely through the pipeline. Economist 
Dagobert Brito at the James A. Baker Institute for Public 
Policy at Rice University in Houston, who first proposed such 
action a decade ago, has estimated that DRAs, plus an upgrade 
including pumps, impellers, and turbines, could boost the 
capacity to transport oil by pipeline to the Red Sea to 11 
million barrels per day. When he first conducted the analysis, 
based on the technology of 2000, Brito said he estimated the 
cost of such upgrades would total about $600 million. 
Although costs likely have increased since then, he said, there 
have also been improvements in drag reduction agents that 
could boost capacity improvement even further. 

"You couldn't get enough oil out this way for the long 
term," said Brito in an interview. "But it would buy time. You 
wouldn't face as much pressure to act quickly." 

But because the Petroline runs through Saudi Arabia, it 
would be up to the kingdom to weigh such an investment. And 
the benefits may not outweigh the costs, at least in the short 
term, since a closure of the Strait of Hormuz would ratchet up 
the price that Saudi Arabia could command for each barrel of 
oil it exports through the Red Sea. 

The other major alternative to Hormuz is a $3.29 billion, 
230-mile (370-kilometer) pipeline that has been under 
construction for years through the United Arab Emirates. The 
UAE's oil minister said last month that the nation has nearly 
completed building the conduit from Habshan near Abu 
Dhabi's onshore crude production complex to an offshore oil 
terminal in the emirate of Fujairah on the Gulf of Oman. But 
the Abu Dhabi Crude Oil Pipeline's capacity would be 1.5 
million barrels per day, or less than one-tenth of the current 
flow through the Strait of Hormuz. And the project, which has 
faced repeated delays, will not be operational until May or 
June. 

In fact, some analysts see May or June as a likely timeline 
for an Israeli attack on Iran, based in part on Barak's signal 
that his nation would not be able to devote resources to an 
annual U.S.-Israel military exercise this spring. 

That would leave little time to forge any alternative oil 
routes out of the world's most important petroleum basin, 
despite three decades of concern over the vulnerability of the 
Strait of Hormuz. "I'm not a prophet or anything," said Brito, 
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"but there's a danger. And we'd be much better off if we had more alternatives than we do at this point." 
Return to Index 
 

19. Localized Approach To Piracy? 
Former Somali Official Lambasts Anti-Piracy Mission Off Somali Coast 
(SOMALIA REPORT 07 FEB 12) ... Ahmed Abdi 

Each year, 20,000 ships pass through the Gulf of Aden, a 
vital shipping route for international trade that connects the 
Middle East to Europe and North and South America, 
according to experts. But the route is now rife with danger 
from Somali pirate gangs. In response to the danger, the 
European Union (EU) deployed naval forces to the Gulf of 
Aden under Operation Atalanta to conduct counter-piracy 
patrols, the first EU operational naval deployment outside 
Europe. 

China too sent destroyers and a supply ship 4,000 miles to 
fight Somali piracy, their first operational out-of-area 
deployment in the history of the People’s Liberation Army 
(PLA) Navy. In addition, the U.S., Australia, New Zealand 
and South Korea, among others, also joined the anti-piracy 
operations. 

With nearly all powers in the world seemingly ready to 
fight the crime, people like General Galaal, who once served 
Somalia as a minister, intelligence chief and senior military 
officer, harbor serious doubts concerning their intention. 

“These men with the naval warships have the capability to 
detect the slightest sound of submarines, 30 meters deep inside 
the sea, they also have the capacity to intercept VHF 
communications between the cartels and the pirates, so it’s 
impossible for them not to foil piracy plans by intercepting 
their communications,” says Galaal. 

Galaal wonders why these international forces cannot 
detect pirates-operating in eight meters long vessels with two 
engines that make crackling sound louder than that of jet 
fighters, when they can see a dolphin 500 nautical miles from 
them In the night. 

Localization of Anti-Piracy Strategies 
Galaal says the campaign should be redesigned to bear the 

intended fruits and close the chapter on piracy for good. 
“At the moment, over 28 countries from all continents are 

directly involved in the fight against piracy. Somalia is not 
involved and has no visible role in the campaign apart from 
mere verbal outcries intended to get money. It has been so for 
a long time and the result is what we see today,” says the 
former army man. 

He asserts that Somalia should spearhead the campaign 
and the international community limit itself to providing 
technical and material support. He further says that the former 
Somali navy and the ground troops should be reshuffled to 
fight piracy. 

“Even though most regional administrations in Somalia 
would not welcome the former military personnel of 
Mohamed Siad Barre, it is important to re-group the former 
Somali navy and the ground troops so as to wipeout pirates, 
al-Shabaab terrorists and al-Qaeda,” says Galaal. 

Galaal points out the need for over 2,610 heavily armed 
personnel on the ground with armored carriers supported by 
light aircrafts “Turbo Eric” to counter pirates in and outside 
the seas. 

Although piracy and terrorism are treated differently, 
Galaal links the al-Shabaab, a group the United Nations (UN) 

and the U.S. designated as terrorist and the pirates, alleging 
that they are one and the same. 

“There is close cooperation between al-Shabaab and 
pirates. The pirates promise shares of the huge amounts they 
get through ransom to al-Shabaab, and in return the al-
Shabaab assures the former of security. They protect them 
from any attackers from the mainland,” he adds. 

He alleges that al-Shabaab is essential for the success of 
these illegal activities since the pirates have no substantial 
influence on land. 

“If they are attacked from the mainland, where their bases 
are located, their activities will be ruined since they cannot 
continue with their piracy activities in the sea and when 
assured of their security on the mainland, they can thrive for 
very long,” claims the General Galaal. 

He says real clout of the mission depends on the way in 
which the former Somali navy officers are reorganized. He 
emphasized on required technicalities, saying that forming two 
brigades of the former Somali navy can stamp out these 
criminal activities. He recommends that one of the brigades 
operate from Mogadishu to Hobyo, while the other one patrols 
Ras Aseyr to Ayl. Galaal believes that if these brigades are 
enabled to reach up to 500 nautical miles deep inside the sea, 
and are supported from the land, they can defeat pirates. 

He faulted the current efforts by both the international 
forces and the Somali government to counter piracy off the 
coast of Somalia in its entirety. The former military man also 
criticized Somalia effort to fight piracy, saying that the now 
three year old government has failed in the campaign to 
safeguard international waters. 

Asked whether he has shared this experience and 
recommendations with the Somali government, he said, “They 
are not ready to accept any ideal contributions from other 
professionals.” 

He accused the government of failing to select qualified 
professionals to head its anti-piracy efforts. 

“They just appoint officers without considering their 
profession or experience,” he exclaimed. 

He further blamed the TFG for “taking refuge within 
AMISOM instead of liberating the country from pirates, al-
Shabaab and other terrorist groups.” 

“They are in office for three years and have done nothing 
apart from existing under AMISOM troops who are 
continuously shelling the city,” he said. 

If Galaal’s views hold some truth, then piracy off the 
coast of Somalia is far from defeated and the current fight 
against this crime may be a fruitless and costly endeavor. 

NATO Operation Ocean Shield Public Affairs Officer 
Responds To General Galaal's Questions 

Questions from General Mohammad Noor Galal 
1. The anti-piracy forces are either avoiding and 

neglecting or deliberately closing their eyes on the issue. 
NATO has been a continuous presence in the Gulf of 

Aden / Indian Ocean since March 2009. The primary aim of 
our counter piracy mission, Operation Ocean Shield is to deter 
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and disrupt piracy and our statistics show that. For example in 
2009, 18 ships were hijacked in the Gulf of Aden and in 2011 
only 1 ship was hijacked. NATO and other naval forces are 
very aware of the threat of piracy to the merchant community 
and remains committed to deterring it through the ships and 
MPAs we have in the region. 

2. International cartels who are experts in marine 
piracy have joined the Somali sea gangs, making the 
situation too dangerous for global supply chain, which 
already was reeling from the worldwide economic 
slowdown. 

We have no evidence that international cartels have joined 
the pirates. 

3. These foreign piracy experts, use VHF radio calls to 
contact with Somali pirates, so it is no possible that these 

forces don’t intercept or listen to these type of 
communications. 

VHF is an open channel and is monitored by numerous 
organisations. In addition, ships in the area will monitor it for 
any emergency messages. 

4. The fight should be refaced to bear the intended 
fruits and close the chapter of piracy, so Somalis should 
directly be involved in the fight and the international 
community should provide technical and material support. 
Do you believe this can work out? 

Any solution to the issue of Somali piracy needs to 
involve the international community and the authorities ashore 
in Somalia. 
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20. Ahead Of Naval War Game, Defence Minister A.K. Antony Reviews National Security 
(ECONOMIC TIMES (INDIA) 06 FEB 12) 

NEW DELHI - Ahead of his visit to Visakhapatnam to 
witness a major naval war game in the Bay of Bengal 
beginning Tuesday, Defence Minister A.K. Antony Monday 
met the top military commanders and security leadership of 
the country to assess the emerging threat scenarios and review 
the preparedness of the armed forces. 

The meeting, held every month, comes even as the 
defence ministry prepares to end this fiscal by utilising all of 
the over $36 billion that was allocated in the defence budget 
for 2011-12. The government is preparing to present the 
budget for the next fiscal by the middle of March. 

"The defence minister reviewed the security situation at a 
meeting here today," was the terse one-line statement from the 
ministry spokesperson here on the meeting. 

Among those who attended the discussion included 
National Security Advisor Shivshankar Menon, Chief of 
Naval Staff Admiral Nirmal Verma, Chief of Air Staff Air 
Chief Marshal Norman Anil Kumar Browne, Chief of Army 
Staff Gen V.K. Singh and Defence Secretary Shashikant 
Sharma. 

On Tuesday, Antony will leave on a two-day visit to 
Visakhapatnam accompanied by Admiral Verma to review the 
country's naval preparedness. 

Antony will spend time on Indian Navy's key warships, 
including the lone aircraft carrier INS Viraat in the Bay of 
Bengal on Tuesday and Wednesday, as part of a war game that 
the navy is holding for the defence of the country's Eastern 
seaboard. 

He will witness the theatre-level operational preparedness 
exercise or Tropex, a major annual exercise of the combined 
fleets of the navy conducted to test its preparedness to meet 
any contingency, the spokesperson said. 

"Almost 40 ships from the two fleets (Mumbai-based 
Western and Visakhapatnam-based Eastern Fleets), as also 
submarines, 13 naval aircraft and unmanned aerial vehicles are 
participating in the exercise," he said. 

Indian Coast Guard ships and 18 aircraft of the Indian Air 
Force too will take part in the massive military exercise. 

During the exercise, the navy will carry out a variety of 
missile firings, air defence and anti-submarine manoeuvres 
that will be witnessed by Antony. 
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21. Russia To Deploy 7 Subs In Black Sea By 2017 
(RIA NOVOSTI 06 FEB 12) 

MOSCOW - Russia’s Black Sea Fleet will have seven 
diesel-electric submarines by 2017, the fleet’s commander, 
Rear Admiral Alexander Fedotenkov, said on Monday. 

There is only one submarine, the Alrosa, a Kilo class 
vessel, currently in service with the Black Sea Fleet. The 
Alrosa joined the Russian Navy in 1990. 

Russia is planning to add six Varshavyanka class (Project 
636.3) submarines to the fleet. All six are in different stages of 
construction at the Admiralty Shipyard in St. Petersburg. 

“We will receive the first three subs in 2014, one more – 
in 2015, and the last two – in 2016 to form a full-size 
submarine brigade in the Black Sea Fleet,” Fedotenkov said. 

The vessels, crewed by 52 submariners, have an 
underwater speed of 20 knots, a cruising range of 400 miles 
(electric propulsion) with the ability to patrol for 45 days. 
They are armed with 18 torpedoes and eight surface-to-air 
missiles. 

The improved Varshavyanka class submarines feature 
advanced “stealth” technology, extended combat range and 
ability to strike land, surface and underwater targets. 

Fedotenkov also said that the Black Sea Fleet would 
receive Krivak IV class frigates during the same period. 

Return to Index 
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22. Missile Defense Cooperation Could Change Game 
(REUTERS 06 FEB 12) ... Susan Cornwell 

Missile defense, an issue that has poisoned U.S.-Russia 
relations, could be a “game-changer” that transforms ties if the 
two sides cooperate on a shared system, says a report by 
former top officials from both sides of the Atlantic. 

Recent headlines in both countries have been reminiscent 
of the Cold War, with the Russians threatening to deploy 
missiles aimed at countering a proposed U.S. missile shield, 
and the Americans responding that they will build the system, 
come what may. 

The planned U.S. shield, endorsed by NATO, would 
deploy U.S. interceptor missiles in and around Europe in what 
Washington says is a layered protection against missiles that 
could be fired by countries like Iran. 

Moscow says this could undermine its security if it 
becomes capable of neutralizing Russia’s nuclear deterrent. 

Now an international commission that has been working 
on the matter for two years has designed a basic concept for 
cooperation with the help of military professionals from both 
sides. 

The new proposal by the Euro-Atlantic Security 
Commission says the United States, NATO and Russia could 
share data from radars and satellites about missile attacks and 
so provide one another with a more complete picture of any 
attack than countries would have on their own. 

But the parties would remain responsible for shooting 
down any missiles that threaten them. They would keep 
sovereign command-and-control over their own missile 
interceptors. 

“While the Russians are somewhat skeptical about 
whether Iran is a threat … the Russians are very strident about 
their worries about Pakistan, which has ballistic missiles and 
nuclear weapons,” said Stephen Hadley, a co-chairman of the 
working group that produced the proposal. He served as 
national security adviser to former President George W. Bush, 
a Republican. 

The head of NATO welcomed the proposal. 
“Overall I really think it points in the right direction,” said 

NATO Secretary-General Anders Fogh Rasmussen at a 
security conference in Munich. “It outlines why it is in our 
common interest to develop cooperation on missile defense.” 

However, he added, one of the main obstacles to 
cooperation was the Russian insistence on having legal 
guarantees that the NATO system was not directed against 
Russia. If Russia was involved in the project, it might alleviate 
Moscow’s anxiety over the system, he said. 

“The very best guarantee Russia could get would be to 
actually engage in positive cooperation because that would 
provide transparency and they could see that the system is not 
directed against Russia,” he said. 

Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov, speaking at the 
same conference, did not refer to the commission’s proposal, 
and instead threatened to “compensate” if necessary for the 
missile defense system. 

“If our concerns are not taken into account, if no equitable 
joint work is achieved, then we will have to compensate for 
the emerging imbalance,” he said in a speech. 

“Failure to agree would tremendously reduce the 
opportunities for cooperation in addressing not only missile 

risks, but the whole range of threats to our common security. 
That would not be our choice.” 

Hadley said a working group of experts from the United 
States, Europe and Russia concluded that there was enough of 
a threat from the proliferation of nuclear weapons capabilities 
and ballistic missiles with a range of up to 4,500 km (2,800 
miles), to conclude that defenses were needed. 

“Constructing defenses takes a long time, and the last 
thing you want to be—if you are doing defenses—is late to the 
party,” he told Reuters in an interview. 

Hadley co-chaired the missile defense group together with 
Volker Ruehe, a former defense minister of Germany, and 
Vyacheslav Trubnikov, a former Russian deputy foreign 
minister and retired general. 

The design of the shared system was created by Henry 
“Trey” Obering, a former chief of the U.S. Missile Defense 
Agency, and Viktor Esin, a former chief of staff of the Russian 
Strategic Rocket Forces. 

The missile defense proposal was part of a larger report 
by the Euro-Atlantic Security Commission that said the United 
States, NATO countries and Russia should cooperate on the 
Arctic, energy issues, and regional conflicts as well as missile 
defense. It is being unveiled this weekend at an annual 
international security conference in Germany. 

“Successful cooperation on ballistic missile defense 
would be a game changer,” the proposal said. “It would go a 
long way toward overcoming the legacy of historical suspicion 
and achieving the strategic transformation that is needed.” 

“Cooperation on missile defense would establish a pattern 
for working together, build trust, and encourage further 
cooperation in other areas,” it said. 

Russian Paranoia, American Anxiety 
Discussions about missile defense have been a source of 

tension since Ronald Reagan’s idea of protecting the United 
States from ballistic missile attack was dubbed “Star Wars” a 
quarter-century ago. Lately the Russian rhetoric has been 
intense. 

“I think it’s well known the Russians are paranoid about 
missile defense and the implications that has,” U.S. 
intelligence chief James Clapper told Congress this week. 

“They overanalyze that and deduce that’s a profound 
threat to their status as a national power.” 

Recently the Russians have complained bitterly about 
plans to station elements of the U.S. missile defense system 
close to them, in NATO members Poland, Romania and 
Turkey, from where radars could presumably see into Russian 
territory. 

On the American side, there is some anxiety about 
cooperating with the Russians, even though cooperation on 
European missile defense was favored by Robert Gates, 
former Pentagon chief under both Bush and President Barack 
Obama, and has been sought in talks during the Obama 
administration. 

In Congress, some lawmakers have been so worried that 
the Obama administration might provide sensitive information 
to Moscow that they recently wrote a ban on sharing classified 
data into law, unless the administration notifies Congress first. 
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“House Republicans will not allow any delay to efforts to 
deploy missile defenses that protect the United States. Nor 
will we permit sharing with Russia classified information 
about our missile defense,” said Representative Michael 
Turner, chairman of the House Armed Services strategic 
forces subcommittee. 

Hadley said the commission’s proposal would protect 
sensitive technologies by letting each side set up screens to 
filter radar and satellite data before it is shared. 

“We would talk about what is being screened out, so 
people would know what they are not getting,” he said. “We 
do that all the time, in cooperation with countries all over the 
world.” 

But other analysts say that because the proposed approach 
focuses on the threat from intermediate-range missiles, it 
sidesteps the critical issue of long-range nuclear forces. 

The main reason that efforts to cooperate on missile 
defense have so far failed is Moscow’s concern that some of 

Washington’s yet-to-be-deployed or developed interceptors 
could be aimed at Russia’s strategic missiles, said Tom 
Collina, research director for the Arms Control Association in 
Washington. 

“Until these concerns are addressed, Moscow is unlikely 
to begin the trust-building process that (the report) suggests,” 
Collina said. 

Sam Nunn, the former U.S. senator who co-chairs the 
Euro-Atlantic Security Commission, acknowledges the 
proposal doesn’t address all the issues that could arise, but 
said: “I think you could solve other problems as you go down 
the line.” 

“If people work together on the first stages of this, the 
light bulbs will go off, (and) people will say ‘Hey, we need to 
work together on the other stages too,’” Nunn told Reuters. 

Otherwise, he said the Russians may make good on 
threats to resort to a larger offensive missile buildup. “That 
was what they said they’d do, and I happen to believe them.” 
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23. Drilling Begins in Portsmouth for Arrival of Royal Navy's Latest Carriers 
(DEFENCE PROFESSIONALS 06 FEB 12) 

The next step in preparing Portsmouth Naval Base to be 
the home of the biggest warships ever built for the Royal Navy 
began last week. 

A specialist rig began six weeks of drilling on Friday, 
sampling the seabed in the harbour and in the Solent. 

The tests will pave the way for major dredging work in a 
couple of years' time to allow the 65,000-tonne HMS Queen 
Elizabeth and Prince of Wales aircraft carriers to safely and 
easily enter the harbour. 

The two flagships are 10,000 tonnes heavier than the last 
traditional-style carriers to serve the Royal Navy - HMS Ark 
Royal and HMS Eagle, which were both decommissioned in 
the 1970s - and much larger than any current warship based in 
Portsmouth. 

The existing channel used by ships needs to be widened 
and deepened to accommodate the new carriers. The berths in 
the base itself also need to be excavated and a suitable turning 
circle provided in the north of the harbour - the draught (the 
depth of a loaded vessel in the water taken from the level of 
the waterline to the lowest point of the hull) of the sisters will 
be 36 feet (11m). 

Survey work was carried out a decade ago - not least on 
the wreck site of the Mary Rose to ensure that everything of 
historical importance had been recovered from Henry VIII's 
flagship. 

In addition, a detailed environmental analysis of the 
harbour and its approaches was carried out in 2004, while the 
bridge simulator at HMS Collingwood has been adapted to test 
the new route to prove that the carriers can enter or leave the 
harbour in a range of tidal and weather conditions - so far 
more than 180 simulated arrivals and departures have been 
conducted. 

Captain Iain Greenlees, who is in charge of the 
transformation project ahead of the ships' arrival, said the 

work by rig 'Deep River' would build on existing 
understanding of the geology of the harbour and its 
approaches. 

"Work so far has identified the route which balances best 
navigational safety, the lowest environmental impact and 
cost," he explained. 

"The analysis of these final boreholes will complete our 
detailed understanding of the work that will be required and 
allow us to apply for final approvals - and run a competition 
for the work." 

The Queen Elizabeth is due to be launched in 2014 and 
will arrive in her future home of Portsmouth two years later; 
the Prince of Wales is due to join the fleet towards the end of 
the decade. 

Next year work will begin to replace telephone cables 
between Southsea and the Isle of Wight, followed in 2014-15 
by major dredging work. Captain Greenlees said around three-
and-a-half million tonnes of seabed need to be moved. 

The Deep River rig will drill 27 bore holes to a depth of 
104 feet (32m) along various parts of the proposed route. The 
rig will be brightly lit and will be operating 24-hours-a-day. 

It will need to dig five holes in the harbour entrance 
which will cause some minor delays, but Queen's Harbour 
Master Commander Nigel Hare said every effort has been 
made to keep disruption to a minimum - including suspending 
work at weekends - and 50 residents of Spice Island were 
being informed of the impending work. 

Commander Hare added: "This is clearly important work 
in the run-up to the new carriers arriving in Portsmouth. 

"It's hoped that harbour users and local residents will 
understand the relatively short-term inconvenience of the rig 
set against the much longer-term benefit of the project to the 
harbour - and the city." 
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PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
24. Navy Launches Updated Eval And Fitness Report Software 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 06 FEB 12) ... Navy Personnel Command Public Affairs 

MILLINGTON, Tenn. -- Navy is set to deploy a new 
version of the performance evaluation software used 
throughout the fleet, officials said Feb. 6. 

"NMCI (Navy Marine Corps Internet) will begin 
deploying NAVFIT98A Version 30 throughout the Non-
Classified Internet Protocol Router Network (NIPRNET) 
during scheduled maintenance periods starting February and 
concluding mid-March," said Jim Price, director, Performance 
Evaluation Division, Navy Personnel Command. 

Version 30 supports the lieutenant force distribution 
policy change announced in NAVADMIN 219/11, 
incorporates the chief evaluation (CHIEFEVAL), previously 
available only through PDF and provides additional lines to 
the comments block for FITREPS, CHIEFEVALS, and 
EVALS. In addition, this version is a complete technology 
refreshment to increase compatibility across various 
workstation configurations. 

The NAVFIT98A Version 30 update will be pushed to all 
NMCI NIPR workstations throughout the Navy as a core 
application; however the new software will not be 
automatically loaded on the Secret Internet Protocol Router 
Network (SIPRNET). 

"It will not be listed as a core application for SIPR 
computers, but will be available by request," said Price. 
Beginning Feb. 28 the old version of NAVFIT98A will be 
removed from all SIPR workstations. 

Commands that require NAVFIT98 Version 30 on their 
SIPR workstations can submit a Move/Add/Change (MAC) 
request through their command information systems 
technician. 

Non-NMCI users may download NAVFIT98A Version 
30 along with frequently asked questions and a reference 
guide on using the application at 
http://www.npc.navy.mil/careerinfo/performanceevaluation/so
ftwareforms.aspx. 

NAVFIT98A is used by Navy to create, store, organize, 
validate and print officer fitness reports and enlisted 
evaluation reports for signature as well as the summary sheet 
required for each reporting group to be mailed to the NPC. 
The reports are saved to Sailors official military personnel file 
and may be reviewed by selection and promotion boards. 

Users will receive an NMCI User Alert email providing 
the dates of the upgrade and any actions required by the user. 
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25. DoD: Tricare Beneficiaries Should Go To MTFs 
(NAVY TIMES 06 FEB 12) ... Patricia Kime 

The Pentagon wants more Tricare beneficiaries to get 
their health care at military hospitals and clinics. 

Dr. Jonathan Woodson, assistant secretary of defense for 
health affairs, recently said that the Defense Department 
would see vast cost savings if Tricare Prime beneficiaries 
exclusively use military treatment facilities — known in the 
health care industry as “direct care” because patients are 
treated by clinicians, including military physicians or civilian 
contractors hired directly by the department. 

“Purchased care” describes health care received at a 
Tricare-authorized provider, by Tricare Prime patients referred 
to civilian providers as well as Tricare Standard, Extra and 
Remote beneficiaries. 

A Pentagon task force estimated that eliminating 
purchased care contracts within Tricare altogether would save 
the system $16.4 billion, Woodson said. 

“Our major opportunities for cost control lie within 
optimizing the use of the purchased and direct care systems to 
manage the care delivered to our beneficiaries. 
Comprehensive strategies will be established to address these 
issues in our multi-service markets,” Woodson said. 

About 4.5 million of 7.7 million Tricare Prime-eligible 
beneficiaries use military treatment facilities, he said. 

The military health system operates 59 hospitals and 364 
medical clinics worldwide. Woodson provided little details on 

the strategic plan, including whether the military health care 
system would need to add facilities to accommodate the 
additional patients. 

He did say that DoD plans to expand patient enrollment in 
the medical-home system of care, which promotes preventive 
services and reduces emergency room visits and 
hospitalization, and embark on aggressive anti-tobacco and 
anti-obesity campaigns to reduce medical visits for illnesses 
and diseases caused by these conditions. 

The Army, Air Force and Navy surgeons general will 
testify Feb. 8 before the House Appropriations defense 
subcommittee to discuss the future of military health care, 
including whether the Pentagon should create a unified 
medical command to oversee all military health care. 

Woodson said in his speech at the recent Military Health 
Systems conference that creating a unified command with a 
goal of reducing management overhead would not result in 
significant cost savings. For example, he said, an internal 
Pentagon review estimates that eliminating the DoD office of 
health affairs and the headquarters of the Tricare Management 
Activity would save only $312 million. 

“While some of you may applaud such an idea … it 
hardly makes a dent in our overall budget,” Woodson said. 

The Pentagon’s annual medical budget now tops $50 
billion. 
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26. NETC Excellence In Safety Award Winners Announced 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 06 FEB 12) ... Ed Barker, Naval Education and Training Command Public Affairs 

PENSACOLA, Fla. -- Naval Education and Training 
Command (NETC) announced the winners of the Fiscal Year 
2011 NETC Excellence in Safety Awards Feb. 6. 

The award recognizes outstanding performance in the 
areas of safety and risk management in a training and 
education environment. 

"Safety is a fundamental enabler of combat readiness," 
said Rear Adm. Don Quinn, NETC commander. "Instilling 
good safety and risk management habits during initial training 
makes our training more effective and prepares Sailors for 
their introduction to the fleet. The efforts of our winners have 
set the standard for the domain and have directly contributed 
to fleet combat readiness." 

 The NETC domain activity excellence in safety 
award recipient is Trident Training facility, Kings 
Bay, Ga. 

 The NETC domain individual excellence in safety 
award recipient is Steven George, Naval Construction 
Training Center, Port Hueneme, Calif. 

 The individual excellence in safety (collateral duty) 
award recipient is Senior Chief Machinist's Mate (SS) 
Richard Hicks, Trident Training Facility, Bangor, 
Wash. 

"The contributions that these safety professionals have 
made, both on the organizational and individual level, have 
greatly contributed to the present and future success of our 
most valuable assets, our Sailors," said Donald J. Leavens, 
NETC special assistant for safety. "Their attention to detail 
and willingness to adapt to a changing environment have made 
a direct and tangible improvement in all areas of safety." 

The three overall winners will receive a certificate and 
trophy which will be presented during the NETC breakout 
session at the Naval Safety Center's Professional Development 
Conference March 12. 
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27. CNIC Welcomes New Commander 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 06 FEB 12) ... Patrick Foughty, Commander, Navy Installations Command Public Affairs 

WASHINGTONN -- Commander, Navy Installations 
Command (CNIC) held a change of command ceremony at the 
Washington Navy Yard Feb. 3. 

Vice Adm. William D. French relieved Vice Adm. 
Michael C. Vitale. 

Vitale has served as the chief officer leading the Navy's 
entire shore infrastructure for nearly three years and was the 
third commander in the history of CNIC. This infrastructure, 
also known as the CNIC enterprise; includes 11 Navy regions, 
70 installations, and 127 Naval Operations Support Centers, 
and is responsible for 31 business lines and 122 critical shore 
capabilities across three major categories; operations, quality 
of life, and facilities management. 

Throughout his tenure Vitale led efforts to standardize, 
align, synchronize and innovate new methods and processes 
that furthered CNIC's mission to deliver effective and efficient 
readiness from the shore that sustains the fleet, enables the 
fighter, and supports families. 

Vitale praised the numerous accomplishments of the 
personnel under his command and of the entire CNIC 
Enterprise; from molding the Navy Family Accountability and 
Assessment System (NFAAS) into the model Personnel 
Accountability System used across the services, to the 
development of new shore integration methods and a Total 
Workforce, capable of continuously supporting operations and 
services. 

"The personnel here at the headquarters, and throughout 
the entire enterprise have faced growing numbers of issues and 
challenges," said Vitale, "I've had the pleasure of witnessing 
this Enterprise solve complex and dynamic problems, some 
self-imposed, some caused by outside forces, and forge a way 
ahead toward a model of shore integration that has forever 
changed how we do business and provide service the Fleet, 
fighter and family." 

Vitale also thanked the many Navy communities 
throughout the world that support and allow the Navy to 
operate in close proximity to their homes and livelihoods, 
acknowledging the importance of maintaining close ties from 
the smallest Installation to the Headquarters level. 

"It's the communities, both in the U.S. and abroad, that 
invite us to live and operate in their backyard, and it's the 
communities, both within the Navy and outside, that are the 
anchor of our ability to maintain and operate the best Naval 
force in the world, and I want to thank each one for their 
support, patience, and welcoming spirit," said Vitale. 

French thanked Vitale for his wisdom and guidance and 
spoke briefly about his optimism and vision for the future of 
CNIC. 

"During the last six years I have been with the CNIC 
enterprise I have learned that we have some of the best, 
brightest, and most talented professionals in the Navy," said 
French. "Under Vice Admiral Vitale's leadership the CNIC 
team has set the example for how an enterprise should 
function and have established immense credibility on how you 
are meeting customer needs. I'm honored to be taking 
command at this point in the history of the command." 

French was promoted shortly before the event after 
having a successful tour at Navy Region Southwest in San 
Diego, Calif., where he accomplished major milestones 
toward energy and water conservation and numerous other 
green initiatives. French, the son of an Air Force officer and 
native of San Antonio, is a graduate of Vanderbilt University 
where he received commission through the Naval Reserve 
Officer Training Corps program in May, 1979. He earned a 
Master of Science degree from Naval Postgraduate School in 
1985 and a Master of Arts from the Naval War College in 
1999. 

A career submarine officer, French has served on a 
number of submarines and commanded USS Salt Lake City 
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(SSN 716) and Submarine Squadron 3 in Pearl Harbor. His 
prior flag officer commands include tours at Navy Region 
Northwest, Navy Region Marianas in Guam, and Navy Region 
Southwest. 

"I am proud to be part of such a superb organization, and 
look I forward to working with you over the next few years," 
French said. 

CNIC oversees a $10 billion budget, more than 83,000 
facilities and 58,000 personnel, all managed from a single 
unified enterprise. 
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28. Mayor To Honor Sailor For Aiding Crash Victims 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 06 FEB 12) 

LEDYARD, Conn. — A Connecticut mayor is 
commending a Navy Sailor for coming to the aid of two 
people injured in a car accident. 

Chief Culinary Specialist Daniel Spencer was driving 
home from the Naval Submarine Base New London last 
month when he witnessed a motor-vehicle accident that left 
one car on fire. Spencer pulled his car over and helped the 
drivers of both cars to safety. 

Ledyard Mayor John Rodolico will present Spencer with 
a proclamation for bravery at a Friday ceremony at the Navy 
base. The ceremony will be attended by firefighters from the 
Gales Ferry Fire Company and the submarine base who 
responded to the crash. 

Spencer's crew mates from the USS Springfield are also 
expected at the ceremony. 
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29. USS California Culinary Specialist Learns California Cuisine From Five-Star Chef 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 06 FEB 12) ... Lt. Cmdr. Jennifer Cragg, Commander, Submarine Group 2 Public Affairs 

SANTA BARBARA, Calif. -- A USS California (SSN 
781) culinary specialist participated in an once-in-a-lifetime 
cooking experience during a one-week understudy here, 
beginning Feb. 4. 

The week-long culinary understudy at the Crowne Plaza 
Hotel was provided by the Santa Barbara Navy League. 
Culinary Specialist Seaman Apprentice Justin Cramer, of 
Moore, Okla., reflected on this opportunity to expound on his 
skills and how the training will benefit the boat's crew. 

"This opportunity presents overwhelming joy to me," said 
Cramer. "I was speechless when I found out and for me it was 
an once-in-a-lifetime opportunity. I never imagined I would 
participate in something like this when I joined the U.S. 
Navy." 

Patricia Westberg, vice president, Santa Barbara Navy 
League reflected on this opportunity for the young chef. 

"The Santa Barbara Navy League is honored to have 
CSSN Justin Cramer visit Santa Barbara and we hope that 
through his California cuisine training at the Crowne Plaza, he 
will be able to create a west coast climate on board the boat 
through menu planning and selections, so the crew will have a 
taste of our great state several times a month," said Westberg. 

Executive Chef Luis Martinez will teach Cramer a variety 
of cooking-related skill sets, such as culinary arts and 
advanced food preparation. 

"For the next three years I will have the opportunity to 
apply what I learned in Santa Barbara, bringing back valuable 
skills to benefit myself and my boat," said Cramer. 

Cramer joined the Navy at the age of 23 in January 2011. 
He chose the culinary specialist rating from years of 
experience watching his parents enjoy the art of cooking. 

"We have had a generation of five-star cooks in our 
family; it made sense for me to come into the U.S. Navy as a 
culinary specialist," said Cramer. 

Lt. Angus McCallum, supply officer aboard USS 
California reflected on Cramer's selection. 

"Seaman Cramer is going to be the bridge between the 
recently commissioned California and the Santa Barbara 
community," said McCallum. "With so much of the country 
between the boat and the city, this first opportunity forms a 
tangible bond between California and her home state." 

McCallum added that Cramer is a valuable asset to their 
team. Despite being the most junior culinary specialist in 
California's Supply Department, Cramer was chosen to 
participate in the understudy based solely on his stellar 
performance since arriving aboard the newest Virginia-class 
attack submarine, said McCallum. 

"After being on board for one month, Cramer qualified in 
all culinary specialist watch stations, which led to the selection 
as the culinary specialist of the fourth quarter in 2011," said 
McCallum. 
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30. Local Navy Reservist Honored As 'Sailor Of Year' 
(LAFAYETTE (IN) NEWS AND COURIER 05 FEB 12) ... Sophia Voravong 

As a young boy, Jamie Richards had three careers in 
mind: archaeologist, rock musician or following his 
stepfather's footsteps by enlisting in the U.S. Navy. 

"But I wasn't good in school, so archeologist was out. 
And I couldn't play guitar that well. That left the Navy, so that 
was my reality," said Richards, currently a Navy reservist and 
Veterans Affairs Coordinator at Ivy Tech Community 
College-Lafayette. 

"I went right out of high school. The day I turned 18, I 
was having my head shaved for boot camp." 

Richards, a Lafayette resident, was recently named 2011 
Sailor of the Year by the Indianapolis Naval Operation 
Support Center. The honor is for serving as officer in charge 
of the Naval Mobile Construction Battalion -- or "Seabees" -- 
unit 26, detachment 03 from August 2010 to October 2011. 

That unit is one of 12 Navy Reserve units. Richards was 
in charge of 40 personnel in Indiana and helped support 
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members from his unit who were deployed to Afghanistan, 
Kuwait and Iraq. 

The Sailor of the Year program is meant to recognize 
dedication, leadership and professionalism -- essentially, the 
best of the best. 

Here, Richards speaks with the Journal & Courier about 
his Navy experiences that led to being named Indiana's Sailor 
of the Year. 

Question: Why did you join the Navy? 
Answer: My stepfather had been in the Navy during the 

Vietnam War. He had this Bluejacket's Manual, which 
basically serves as a study guide through basic training. When 
I was a kid, I used to read that all the time. 

For some reason, I used to romanticize the Navy -- being 
on the ocean ... going through ceremonies. He told me stories, 
too. And I was born in 1968 and grew up watching World War 
II movies. 

Q: What were your job duties? 
A: I was a fire control technician and handled 

troubleshooting for our torpedo system. I maintained it and 
had to make sure it was operational in case we needed to use 
it. It had to always be ready to fire torpedoes to protect our 
submarine. 

We would go out in the ocean, and we would hide. The 
purpose was, if Russians ever launched a missile at us, we'd be 
prepared to fire back -- mutual destruction. 

I had to be ready to protect us if they ever launched a 
missile. 

I also was the leading petty officer of my division, in 
charge of day-to-day operations. 

Q: Where were you stationed? 
A: My schooling was in Connecticut. So that's where I 

spent my first two years. My submarine was based out of 
Charleston, S.C., and for the most part, I spent four years in 
Charleston. 

Missile submarines have two crews on them, and we 
rotate crews in order to maximize the time the ship's on patrol. 
We completed crew turnover in Holy Loch, Scotland. So I 
also got to spend several weeks at a time there, which was 
great because Scotland is absolutely beautiful. 

Q: After six years, you came back to Indiana, got 
hired at Purdue University and worked toward a 

Bachelor's degree in creative writing. You then joined the 
Navy Reserves in 2000. What prompted you to re-enlist? 

A: I kept thinking, what can I do as a part-time job to earn 
a bit more money? Something just to get a bit more breathing 
room? And as a kid, I really thought I was going to spend 20 
years in the Navy. 

In part, I was looking for something I was familiar with. 
At the same time, I didn't feel like my Navy time was finished. 
It made the most sense to join the reserves. 

There were very few jobs for people with submarine 
experience in Indiana, and the Navy said, 'You did electronics. 
What about being a Seabee?' I found myself going from 'sea 
Sailor' to 'dirt Sailor.' 

Q: That took you to Rota, Spain, for a few months in 
2003 in support of the War on Terror. You were then 
deployed to Iraq for a year in 2008. What was that 
experience like? 

A: Working as an electrician is not natural for me. When I 
was in Iraq, I was able to practice that trade every day. I also 
learned a lot about taking care of junior troops, and I think 
those lessons served me well when I became (officer in 
charge). 

Probably my proudest moment from deployment was 
earning my Seabee Combat Warfare specialty and having it 
pinned on my chest by the Secretary of the Navy. That was 
pretty cool. 

Q: You're currently the Veterans Affairs Coordinator 
at Ivy Tech. What does that position entail? 

A: It falls into two sections. My primary function is as the 
school certifying official. All the students who are using GI 
benefits at our campus have to be certified for their benefits. 

I look at the classes they signed up for and check that 
against a Department of Veteran Affairs guidebook we have to 
follow. I send the information to the VA, which then issues 
payments to students based on that. 

On the secondary side -- the more fun side -- I work with 
students one-one, helping to advise them and working on 
outreach to the community. 

Unfortunately because of GI Bill changes, the vast 
majority of my time now is doing school certifying and 
maintaining compliance. 
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FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
31. Budget Plan Has Familiar Ring 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 07 FEB 12) ... Laura Meckler 

President Barack Obama will release his budget plan next 
week, calling for $3 trillion in deficit reductions over 10 years, 
including $1.5 trillion in tax increases to fall mostly on the 
wealthiest Americans. 

If that sounds familiar, it's because the president 
essentially laid out his budget plan in September, following a 
failed bipartisan deficit-reduction deal. Mr. Obama's plan for 
fiscal year 2013, which starts Oct. 1, will mirror the 
September proposal, senior administration officials said. In 
presenting his plan, Mr. Obama will argue for new spending in 
targeted areas, tax cuts to spur manufacturing and new 
investments in education. He will build on his State of the 

Union message, saying his plan would foster an "America 
built to last," aides said. 

None of Mr. Obama's major proposals are expected to 
become law before November's elections, given both partisan 
divides in Congress over priorities as well as election-year 
politics. Still, the budget proposal serves as a political 
document in which Mr. Obama will set out his vision for how 
he would manage government taxes and spending should he 
win a second term. 

In the months after putting forth his September plan, Mr. 
Obama shifted his focus to stimulating the economy, rather 
than deficit reduction, and he continues to emphasize 
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proposals such as a payroll-tax cut that is set to expire at the 
end of the month and that he wants renewed. 

On taxes, about half the $1.5 trillion in revenue comes 
from ending Bush-era tax cuts for families earning more than 
$250,000 a year. Much of the rest comes from additional tax 
increases on families earning over $1 million a year, by taking 
away popular deductions and mandating a minimum 30% 
effective tax rate. Mr. Obama would end certain tax breaks for 
corporations, including breaks for oil and gas companies, as 
well as benefits for those who use corporate jets. 

Mr. Obama's tax proposals for upper-income Americans 
set the stage for a debate with the Republican presidential 
nominee. All contenders for the GOP nomination have 
opposed additional tax revenue, saying it would hurt the 
fragile economy. 

The president will propose cutting spending on Medicare, 
the federal health program for the elderly, and Medicaid, the 
joint federal-state program for the poor and disabled. 
However, he isn't proposing the structural changes that experts 
say are needed to control spending in these programs over the 
long term. For instance, Mr. Obama won't suggest raising the 
Medicare eligibility age, as he was willing to do over the 
summer during bipartisan budget negotiations that failed to 
produce a deal. He also doesn't plan to propose changes to 
Social Security. 

Instead, he again will put forward proposals to reduce 
spending by roughly $248 billion on Medicare and roughly 
$72 billion on Medicaid. The proposals include higher 
premiums and deductibles for many beneficiaries and lower 
payments to drug companies, hospitals and nursing homes. 

There's little mystery in the total spending that Mr. 
Obama will propose for discretionary programs—which are 
funded annually by Congress—ranging from small grant 
programs to large weapons systems. The White House and 
Congress agreed over the summer to caps on discretionary 
spending—reducing the deficit by about $1 trillion over a 
decade—and his budget will reflect those limits, officials said. 

That means he will propose $686 billion for security 
spending in fiscal year 2013, a small increase from $684 

billion in this fiscal year. And he will propose a total of $362 
billion for nonsecurity spending, up from $360 billion this 
year. 

Those levels will require spending cuts for many 
programs, given inflation and Mr. Obama's desire to increase 
spending for his priorities, such as infrastructure and helping 
homeowners refinance their mortgages. 

On the security side, the White House is requesting $525 
billion to cover basic operating costs of the Department of 
Defense in fiscal 2013, plus an additional $88.4 billion to pay 
for the war in Afghanistan. The proposed 2013 spending plan 
is built around a smaller overall military, but one that 
maintains a global presence and continues to invest in high-
end weaponry such as drones and missile defense. 

Among other things, the Army will cut its force to 
490,000 from 570,000. The Marine Corps also will go down in 
size. The Air Force will eliminate several squadrons and take 
some planes out of service, and the Navy will retire seven 
ships early. Cuts also will hit the Pentagon's costliest weapons 
project, the F-35 Joint Strike Fighter, through a slowdown in 
procurement. It couldn't be learned where the cuts will come 
on the nonsecurity side. 

In his budget plan, Mr. Obama will count about $750 
billion in savings from ending the wars in Iraq and 
Afghanistan, which some Republicans also have proposed for 
their own purposes. Many experts consider that a gimmick 
because nobody has any intention of spending this money in 
the first place. But the Congressional Budget Office, the 
official scorekeeper in Washington, counts that as a savings, 
and the White House has claimed it. 

In coming days, Mr. Obama is expected to spell out 
principles for overhauling the corporate tax code, but those 
details weren't available Monday. 

It also wasn't clear what the White House will project for 
future budget deficits. In September, the president said his 
plan would result in the deficit falling from 8.8% of gross 
domestic product to 2.3%. But given changes in economic 
assumptions and other factors since then, those projections are 
likely to have shifted. 
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32. Kendall: Early F-35 Production A Mistake 
(AVIATION WEEK 06 FEB 12) ... Amy Butler 

WASHINGTON - Acting Pentagon procurement chief 
Frank Kendall says it was “acquisition malpractice” to 
approve production of the Lockheed Martin F-35 years before 
the first flight of the single-engine stealthy fighter occurred. 

“It should not have been done,” Kendall told an audience 
Feb. 6 hosted by the Center for Strategic and International 
Studies. “But we did it.” 

Then-procurement chief Kenneth Krieg approved the first 
lot of production in 2006. The contract for long-lead articles 
came in April 2006 for low-rate initial production Lot 1, and 
that aircraft rolled off of the production line in 2008. 

At the time, program executives, including the incoming 
director of the program, Air Force Maj. Gen. Charles Davis, 
argued that swift entry into production was of paramount 
importance to aggressively ramp up production numbers 
quickly, thereby attaining a low per-unit cost as quickly as 
possible. 

Davis, now a three-star general, commands the Air 
Force’s Electronic Systems Center, which has oversight of 
such key programs as the Multi-Platform Radar Technology 
Insertion Program and the next-generation space surveillance 
fence. He and Lockheed Martin executives also contended that 
the use of new modeling and design tools dramatically 
diminished the likelihood of major problems being discovered 
in flight testing that could prompt a costly redesign. 

Kendall, who is the acting procurement czar awaiting 
Senate approval, takes issue with that view. 

“What we are seeing is that the optimistic predictions 
when we started the production of the F-35—that we now 
have good enough design tools and good enough simulation 
and modeling that we wouldn’t have to worry about finding 
things in test—were wrong,” Kendall said. “We are finding 
problems in all three of the variants that are the types of 
things, historically in a state-of-the-art, next-generation fighter 
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aircraft, you are going to find, where our design tools are not 
perfect.” 

These include so-called structural hot spots on all three F-
35 variants that have yet to be fully understood or addressed. 
Today, the program has achieved only 20% of its flight-test 
program, and Pentagon procurement officials have sharply 
reduced the purchase numbers in recent years to curtail the 
potential of discovering major problems in testing that would 
cause a redesign and retrofit of a growing fleet. 

This problem, dubbed “concurrency,” is frustrating senior 
Pentagon leaders because of its unknown scope. During an 
interview last year with Aviation Week, JSF program 
executive Vice Adm. David Venlet said the real risk of 
encountering major concurrency cost is retired around 2015 if 
testing goes as planned. 

Meanwhile, after contentious discussions last year, he and 
Lockheed Martin executives agreed to equally split the cost of 
any concurrency modifications for low-rate-initial-production 
Lot 5 aircraft. This was the first such arrangement in the 
program and sets the precedent for burden sharing moving 
forward. 

Despite institutional frustration at the Pentagon over the 
concurrency problem, Kendall says, “We don’t, at this point, 
see anything that would preclude continuing production at a 
reasonable rate.” 

Testing, however, is not without its hiccups. After a 
grounding of six F-35 test aircraft at Edwards AFB, Calif., 
owing to poorly packed ejection seat parachutes, the Joint 
Program Office (JPO) announced that AF-1 resumed flying 
Feb. 3. 

The aircraft were grounded because personnel at seat-
maker Martin Baker installed some parachutes backward. The 
“head-box assembly” for AF-1 was installed the morning of 
Feb. 3 and a crew flew later in the day, JPO spokesman Joe 
Dellavedova says. 

Three more head-box assemblies were expected to be 
delivered over the weekend and are slated for installation. The 
test jets are the first slated to undergo the fix, with the nine 
training aircraft at Eglin AFB, Fla., next in line. Training 
operations there have not been affected as the Air Force has 
not yet given the nod to conduct those flights yet. 
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33. Lockheed's F-35 Fighter Jet Under Renewed Pressure 
(REUTERS 06 FEB 12) ... Andrea Shalal-Esa 

WASHINGTON - Key U.S. senators raised fresh 
questions about Lockheed Martin Corp's $382 billion F-35 
fighter program on Monday as the Pentagon's top weapons 
buyer underscored deep flaws in the way the multinational 
arms program was set up from the start. 

The unusually blunt talk about the most expensive U.S. 
arms program came a week before the release of a fiscal 2013 
budget plan that is expected to postpone funding for 179 
warplanes until after 2017, a move that has Australia and other 
international partners questioning their own procurement 
plans. 

Cuts to the F-35 program are part of the Pentagon's plan 
to start implementing $487 billion in defense spending 
reductions over the next decade. 

The leaders of the Senate Armed Services Committee 
blasted Defense Secretary Leon Panetta's decision to lift a 
"probation" imposed on the Marine Corps variant of the F-35 
a year ahead of schedule, saying the move appeared premature 
and was not vetted with Congress. 

Senator Carl Levin, the committee's chairman, and 
Senator John McCain, its top Republican, cited continuing 
cost overruns on the F-35 program and said Panetta had 
wasted a chance to "focus Lockheed Martin's attention and 
disrupt 'business as usual' in this multibillion-dollar effort." 

They said Lockheed's fourth production contract for 32 F-
35 jets was expected to overrun its target cost of $3.46 billion 
by $245 million, and that the cost of retrofitting planes already 
built would add $237 million more to the program's budget. 

Panetta last month threw his support behind the F-35B 
model, which takes off from shorter runways and lands like a 
helicopter, during a carefully orchestrated visit to a Maryland 
military base where the warplanes are being tested. 

But a week later, he told reporters the Pentagon would 
further slow procurement of new F-35s to allow more time for 
development and testing -- news that could prompt the eight 
international partners to cut or delay their orders as well. 

Australia has already said it is rethinking its plans to buy 
12 jets, Turkey has put off buying two jets, and Italy may 
follow suit, according to FlightGlobal. The other partners are 
Britain, Denmark, Norway, the Netherland, and Canada. 

"Acquisition Malpractice" 
Frank Kendall, the Pentagon's acting acquisition chief, 

said the U.S. military was committed to the program, but he 
told industry executives at a Washington think tank that the 
United States was clearly "paying the price" for starting 
production of the new jets years before their first flight test. 

"Putting the F-35 into production years before the first 
test flight was acquisition malpractice. It should not have been 
done," Kendall said in remarks after a speech at the Center for 
Strategic and International Studies. 

Initial development work on the fighter began in 1996 
under the Clinton administration. Lockheed then beat out 
Boeing Co to win the program in 2001, early in the 
administration of former President George W. Bush. 

Kendall said the plane's problems so far were typical of 
those seen with other fighter jets and there was nothing that 
would prevent continued production at the current low rates. 

The F-35 has completed about 20 percent of its required 
testing and should accomplish an additional 15 to 20 percent 
of testing in each of the coming years, Kendall said. 

Lockheed, which says the F-35 will account for 20 
percent of its revenues once it reaches full production, insisted 
that the program was continuing to make good progress, citing 
Panetta's decision to lifted probation for the Marine Corp 
variant and better than expected flight test results for 2011. 

Lockheed spokesman Michael Rein said the U.S. 
government's plan for concurrent production and development 
would have affected any winning bidder. He noted that most 
fighter plane programs had some degree of this concurrency. 

"Lockheed Martin has worked hard during the past decade 
to cost effectively meet government procurement 
requirements," he said, noting that each successive batch of F-
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35 jets had less "concurrency" costs -- the cost of retrofitting 
already built planes to deal with problems found during 
testing. 

Kendall said the Pentagon had counted on improved 
design and simulation tools to catch possible problems before 
jets went into low-rate production, but those design tools 
failed. He said he hoped no more serious issues came up in 
coming years, which would allow Lockheed to increase output 
and cut costs. 

"The key to getting the cost down on the F-35 is getting 
the production rate up and we need to do that as soon as we're 
ready to do it, but we're not ready to do it yet," he said. 

Taking Aim At Costs 
President Barack Obama last month nominated Kendall, 

who has held a series of jobs at the Pentagon since 1982, to 
permanently take over as chief arms buyer. The Senate must 
approve the nomination, but no hearing date has been set. 

Kendall, who had been the deputy chief arms buyer for 
the past two years, said he was already working on various 

initiatives to rein in chronic cost overruns and schedule delays 
on other major weapons programs, as well as service contracts 
that comprise about half of Pentagon procurement spending. 

He discussed measures to train acquisition officials, 
review and analyze requirements to understand the full cost of 
programs before they are launched, and underscored the 
Pentagon's commitment to maintaining the defense industrial 
base. 

Kendall also warned that there were no simple, single-
point solutions, including the fixed-price contracts favored by 
lawmakers and Pentagon officials on the F-35 program and 
others. 

He said the United States was not facing another 
"procurement holiday" and cuts to weapons programs would 
not be as steep as after the end of the Cold War. 

But he said the cuts would approach those post-Cold War 
levels if lawmakers did not reverse another $500 billion in 
spending cuts that are due to take effect in January 2013. 
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34. Kendall: Services Must Know Effect Budget Moves Have On Industry 
(DEFENSE NEWS 06 FEB 12) ... Marcus Weisgerber 

The Pentagon is developing acquisition guidelines for the 
military services that show the industrial base implications of 
decisions made during the weapons-buying process. 

“What I’d like to do … is work more closely with the 
service acquisition executives so that we provide a tool to 
them that when they do their budget building process … they 
can understand the industrial base implications much more 
clearly,” Frank Kendall, the acting undersecretary of defense 
for acquisition, technology and logistics, said during a Feb. 6 
speech at the Center for Strategic and International Studies in 
Washington. 

Kendall — who the White House has nominated to 
become the Pentagon’s top weapon buyer — discussed these 
guidelines with the acquisition executives from the Air Force, 
Army and Navy during an offsite meeting in recent weeks. 

“I would much rather be engaged early in a cooperative 
way with the services to make sure industrial base things are 
taken into account,” he said. 

At the same time, the Pentagon is prepared to protect 
unique industrial base suppliers at risk of going out of 
business. However, don’t expect on these “interventions” 
happing often, especially as defense budgets tighten, Kendall 
said. 

Kendall urged defense companies to keep DoD officials 
aware of potential supplier issues. 

“If people see that there is a supplier who’s in trouble, or 
they’re in trouble themselves they need to come and let us 
know,” he said. “If they look out and see their business base 
eroding, see that they’re not going to be viable for whatever 
reason, we need to know that. Then we can do assessments 
that look at whether we need to retain competition there or if 
it’s a niche capability and we have to continue to support … 
how we might intervene.” 
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35. Reservists Deploy To Operate Fire Scout Drone 
Reservists Play Key Part In Fire Scout’s Next Step 
(NAVY TIMES 06 FEB 12) ... Joshua Stewart 

Reservists are at the controls of the MQ-8B Fire Scout 
unmanned helicopter for the aircraft’s deployment to Western 
Africa. 

As part of an effort to determine manning for the drone, 
reserve officers will fly Fire Scout and enlisted reservists will 
maintain it on the planned six-month deployment on the 
frigate Simpson, which left Naval Station Mayport, Fla., on 
Jan. 17. 

In another first, the two Fire Scouts are the only aircraft 
on the ship — there are no manned helos. This lets the 
squadron focus on the Fire Scout, said Capt. Patrick Smith, 
Fire Scout program manager, and frees up a Seahawk 
helicopter for other duties. 

On its first two deployments, Fire Scout was flown by 
active-duty officers and maintained by active enlisted 

members. For its third, it will be flown by officers from 
Helicopter Anti-Submarine Squadron Light 60 Detachment 4, 
a reserve squadron that includes full-time support sailors, 
selected reservists and three active-duty members. 

A “mixed bag” of reservists, active-duty sailors and 
contractors is being considered for when the drone is fully 
operational, Smith said. 

Senior enlisted sailors have flown the Fire Scout on 
previous deployments, but they will not operate it on this one, 
Smith said. 

HSL-60 started preparing for the Simpson deployment in 
early August. Squadron members, who have an H-60 Seahawk 
background, received training on operating and maintaining 
the drone. Most of the training occurred at Naval Air Station 
Jacksonville, Fla., and Naval Air Station Patuxent River, Md., 
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but operators also spent a few days at Florida’s Cape 
Canaveral learning to fly Fire Scout over land — a first for 
this type of deployment, said Cmdr. William Howey, HSL-
60’s commanding officer. 

Senior officers are considering the role fleet replacement 
squadrons will play in cross-training pilots for Fire Scout. The 
goal is to have all helicopter pilots support Fire Scout 
detachments without creating any roadblocks for reaching 
rotary-wing career milestones, said Capt. Doug Tenhoopen, 
commander of Helicopter Maritime Strike Wing Atlantic. 

Series Of Tests 
Besides evaluating manning, the Simpson deployment is 

designed to test a litany of improvements, upgrades and 
procedures that were developed since Fire Scout deployed on 
frigate Halyburton. That cruise, which ended in August, 
included anti-piracy operations and action over Libya. 

The first half of that deployment was plagued with 
technical glitches that hurt operations, including a finicky 
datalink that required officers to develop workarounds and 
often delayed or canceled sorties. Since then, communication 
between the aircraft and control stations has improved and the 
platform has become much more reliable, Navy officials said. 

With the Simpson deployment, the program office is 
testing new software, a more stable datalink, a laser range 
finder, integration with the ship and the aircraft’s overall 
reliability, Smith said. 

Operationally, the office will test how Fire Scout 
responds to external cues; how it makes contact with unknown 
surface vessels; its intelligence, surveillance and 

reconnaissance capabilities in the littorals; and its ability to 
handle unplanned missions, Tenhoopen said. 

The Halyburton deployment proved the drone’s value in 
supporting special operations; it’s also expected to help ease 
the “unquenchable thirst for ISR,” Tenhoopen said. 

Fire Scouts’ ISR capabilities were touted in defense 
budget documents released Jan. 26. In “Defense Budget 
Priorities and Choices,” officials explained that “because we 
will continue to be engaged in counter terrorism operations 
around the globe, we protected [from cuts] key components of 
the force that are adept in executing this mission,” including 
sea-based systems such as Fire Scout, calling the UAVs 
“important ISR assets where ground basing is not available.” 

Simpson will participate in three exercises during its six-
month deployment, including one in the Mediterranean and 
two near West Africa. In addition to European allies, it will 
work with forces from Senegal, Sierra Leone and Gambia, 
Tenhoopen said. 

The program office is evaluating the next step in the Fire 
Scout testing process, including what ships it will deploy on. 
Fire Scout was designed to complement the littoral combat 
ship, but the goal is to eventually put it on every aircraft-
capable ship. The drone is expected to be on both LCS 
variants for tests early this summer, Smith said. 

Additionally, the office is working to arm the drone with 
the Advance Precision Kill Weapon System, a capability 
requested by 5th Fleet and U.S. Central Command. Smith said 
the drones aboard Simpson will not be armed during the 
deployment. 
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36. Pearl Harbor May Lose Chance To Host Destroyer Upgrade 
Officials split over the impact of the $200 million project's possible cost-saving move to the West Coast 
(HONOLULU STAR-ADVERTISER 06 FEB 12) ... William Cole 

The cruiser USS Chosin is the first warship to undergo 
modernization at Pearl Harbor Naval Shipyard as part of a 10-
year, $1.86 billion Navy overhaul program. Next up was the 
USS Russell, but that work could instead take place on the 
West Coast to save money. 

As a cost-saving move, a planned $200 million destroyer 
modernization program might sail away from Pearl Harbor 
Naval Shipyard, and some union officials fear that could be 
repeated with other cruisers and destroyers based in Hawaii. 

The Navy is looking at shifting the "midlife upgrade" on 
the destroyer USS Russell, planned for 2013 at Pearl Harbor, 
to the West Coast to save $35 million. 

The work would have maxed out the surface ship work 
force here, requiring workers to be flown in from the mainland 
to help, officials said. 

Robert Lillis, president of the International Association of 
Machinists Local 1998, which represents mechanics in 
Hawaii's private ship repair industry, is raising alarm over the 
prospect of such a large project moving to the mainland. 

He said he believes the decision already has been made to 
have the work on the Russell done on the West Coast. 

"So we're losing all that work," he said. "And that work 
can be done here." 

Officials at Pacific Fleet headquarters at Pearl Harbor did 
not provide answers to most of the questions asked by the 
Star-Advertiser about the cruiser and destroyer 
modernizations. 

"We're still waiting for final word on a decision," the 
command said in an email. 

But the picture could be clearer next week. 
U.S. Rep. Colleen Hanabusa, a member of the House 

Armed Services Committee, said the Navy can't issue a final 
decision on the Russell until the release of President Barack 
Obama's budget on Feb. 13. 

"However, in our current economic environment, I 
recognize the Navy must make efforts to keep its projects 
cost-effective," Hanabusa said. 

About 90 percent of the shipyard's efforts are directed at 
submarine work, and private contractor BAE Systems Hawaii 
Shipyards performs surface ship jobs using an on-island work 
force of about 650. 

During peak work times, the Navy projected it needs to 
bring in an additional 600 workers from the mainland to 
handle all the regularly scheduled surface ship work and 
conduct the cruiser and destroyer modernizations. 

"My understanding is that the workload presented by the 
modernization of the Russell may exceed what BAE Systems' 
on-island work force can provide, requiring that they 
outsource a significant number of additional jobs to mainland 
personnel," Hanabusa said. Moving the Russell to the West 
Coast would open its Pearl Harbor dry dock to other vessels, 
she said, "potentially giving our local work force the job 
opportunities they need, while saving the Navy millions of 
dollars by not outsourcing jobs." 
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Hanabusa said the Pacific "is the theater of the future" and 
that sending complex and demanding jobs to the Pearl Harbor 
shipyard — and maintaining that capability — "is an 
investment in our naval presence." 

Lillis said he believes more island residents can be trained 
to do some of the cruiser and destroyer upgrade work. 

"It's not just about the Russell," he said, adding that he is 
concerned that other vessels might be sent off for work 
elsewhere. "It's the difference between being a full overhaul 
shipyard and being a Jiffy Lube." 

In late 2010 the shipyard announced it was embarking on 
a decade-long, $1.86 billion warship modernization program 
to extend the lives of the three cruisers and six destroyers at 
Pearl Harbor. 

The work was to be part of a more than 20-year Navy-
wide program to modernize its 22 Ticonderoga-class cruisers 
and 62 Arleigh-Burke destroyers at a cost of $16.6 billion, 
representing the most comprehensive effort of its kind in Navy 
history. 

The shipyard started a $220 million modernization on the 
cruiser USS Chosin in January 2011, and work is ongoing, the 
Navy said. The Russell was to be the next to go in for 
upgrades. 

The Navy previously said the destroyers, in addition to 
hull, mechanical and electrical improvements, would be 
upgraded with a combat information center redesign, 
capability to use SM-6 missiles against anti-ship cruise 
missiles, and a new anti-submarine warfare combat system. 

The Chosin was expected to have its improvements split 
into two yard visits, with combat system modernization in 
2014. 

But the cruiser and destroyer modernization program as a 
whole might be reworked because of higher-than-expected 
costs at a time of sweeping defense budget cuts. 

In a Nov. 16 letter to U.S. Sen. Daniel Akaka raising 
concern about the proposed Russell work shift, Lillis 
questioned the Navy's math. 

"The U.S. Navy's estimated cost saving of $35 million 
seems unreasonably high," Lillis said. "Hawaii may be a 
higher cost area, but it is not $35 million higher." 

The Navy estimates that it could save that much by doing 
the Russell work on the West Coast, likely San Diego, which 
would cut back on airfare, hotels, per diem and other costs 
associated with sending mainland workers to Hawaii. 

David Carey, president and chief executive officer of 
Outrigger Enterprises Group and chairman of the Chamber of 
Commerce of Hawaii's Military Affairs Council, said in his 
tourism role he can vouch for the impact of the off-island 
shipyard work force on Oahu's economy. 

"But wearing my chamber hat, I'm going to try and play it 
neutral and say the military has got to do it in the most cost-
effective way they can, particularly in the current budget 
environment," he said. 

When the Russell goes to San Diego, the San Diego-based 
destroyer USS Halsey would be shifted to Hawaii in what's 
referred to as a "hull swap," and the Russell's crew would 
operate the Halsey out of Pearl Harbor, according to Lillis. 

Iain Wood, president of the Ship Repair Association of 
Hawaii and chief operations officer with Pacific Shipyards 
International, which does contract work for the Navy, sees less 
dire consequences should the Russell modernization be done 
elsewhere. 

"If the Navy is swapping (the Halsey for the Russell), 
then, to the industry … there's another ship here going through 
the normal maintenance cycle," he said. 

That steady work flow "is, I guess, more what we're 
looking for as an industry," Wood said. "A massive spike (in 
work) and a massive (destroyer and cruiser program) doesn't 
help the industry, to be honest with you. It's better to have a 
steady work flow than a big spike." 

A "bigger concern," he said, is a possible drop in the 
number of ships home-ported at Pearl Harbor — currently 11. 

The Pentagon recently announced it would retire seven 
"lower-priority cruisers that have not been upgraded with 
ballistic missile defense capability." More information is 
expected when the president's 2013 budget is released. 

Wood said two of three cruisers based in Hawaii are 
budgeted for decommissioning. Which two he isn't sure. 

Officials HAVE said a new cruiser could be moved to 
Pearl Harbor, and the new destroyer USS Michael Murphy is 
expected to make Hawaii its new home port in 2013. (Murphy 
was a Pearl Harbor SEAL who was killed in Afghanistan in 
2005 and received the Medal of Honor.) 

Wood also is concerned Pearl Harbor's two frigates could 
be decommissioned. 

"So the general concern is, just how many ships will be 
stationed out here in the long term?" he said. 

In a statement Saturday, U.S. Sen. Daniel Inouye said 
transferring the USS Russell to the mainland will allow for 
more efficient use of the Pearl Harbor shipyard —  "whose 
core competency is submarine repair and maintenance" — 
while producing significant cost savings for the Navy. 

"This decision also reinforces the need to diversify the 
skill set of shipyard employees while bolstering Pearl Harbor's 
reputation as a shipyard where all the work gets done, 
regardless of vessel," said Inouye, chairman of the powerful 
Appropriations Committee. 

U.S. Rep. Mazie Hirono said she'll be disappointed if the 
Pearl Harbor shipyard doesn't get to handle the midlife 
modernization of the Russell. 

Still, she said, "We all recognize the cost constraints faced 
by the Navy, and my understanding is this hull swap won't 
result in a loss of jobs" for island workers, she said. 

Pearl Harbor shipyard, the state's largest industrial 
employer, has a combined civilian and military work force of 
more than 4,900 and an annual economic impact of $907 
million. 
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37. Navy To Begin Tests On Electromagnetic Railgun Prototype Launcher 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 06 FEB 12) ... Grace Jean, Office of Naval Research Public Affairs 

ARLINGTON, Va. -- The Office of Naval Research's 
(ONR) Electromagnetic (EM) Railgun program will take an 
important step forward in the coming weeks when the first 

industry railgun prototype launcher is tested at a facility in 
Dahlgren, Va., officials said Feb. 6. 



 33

"This is the next step toward a future tactical system that 
will be placed on board a ship some day," said Roger Ellis, 
program manager of EM Railgun. 

The EM Railgun launcher is a long-range weapon that 
fires projectiles using electricity instead of chemical 
propellants. Magnetic fields created by high electrical currents 
accelerate a sliding metal conductor, or armature, between two 
rails to launch projectiles at 4,500 miles per hour to 5,600 
miles per hour. 

With its increased velocity and extended range, the EM 
Railgun will give Sailors a multi-mission capability, allowing 
them to conduct precise naval surface fire support, or land 
strikes; cruise missile and ballistic missile defense; and 
surface warfare to deter enemy vessels. Navy planners are 
targeting a 50- to 100-nautical mile initial capability with 
expansion up to 220 nautical miles. 

The EM Railgun program, part of ONR's Naval Air 
Warfare and Weapons Department, previously relied upon 
government laboratory-based launchers for testing and 
advancing railgun technology. The first industry-built 
launcher, a 32-megajoule prototype demonstrator made by 
BAE Systems, arrived at Naval Surface Warfare Center 
(NSWC) Dahlgren Jan. 30. One megajoule of energy is 
equivalent to a 1-ton car traveling at 100 miles per hour. 

"This industry prototype represents a step beyond our 
previous successful demonstrations of the laboratory 
launcher," Ellis said. 

The prototype demonstrator incorporates advanced 
composites and improved barrel life performance resulting 
from development efforts on the laboratory systems located at 
the Naval Research Laboratory (NRL) and NSWC-Dahlgren. 

The EM Railgun laboratory demonstrator based at NSWC-
Dahlgren fired a world record setting 33-megajoule shot in 
December 2010. 

The industry demonstrator will begin test firing this 
month as the EM Railgun program prepares for delivery of a 
second prototype launcher built by General Atomics. 

In the meantime, the Navy is pushing ahead with the next 
phase of the EM Railgun program to develop automatic 
projectile loading systems and thermal management systems 
to facilitate increased firing rates of the weapon. 

"The next phase of the development effort is to 
demonstrate the ability to operate at a firing rate of significant 
military utility," Ellis said. 

ONR recently awarded $10 million contracts through 
Naval Sea Systems Command to Raytheon Corp., BAE 
Systems and General Atomics to develop a pulsed power 
system for launching projectiles in rapid succession. These 
new contracts kick off a five-year effort to achieve a firing rate 
of six to 10 rounds per minute. 

BAE Systems and General Atomics also are commencing 
concept development work on the next-generation prototype 
EM Railgun capable of the desired firing rate. 

ONR provides the science and technology necessary to 
maintain the Navy and Marine Corps' technological 
advantage. Through its affiliates, ONR is a leader in science 
and technology with engagement in 50 states, 70 countries, 
1,035 institutions of higher learning and 914 industry partners. 
ONR employs approximately 1,400 people, comprising 
uniformed, civilian and contract personnel, with additional 
employees at the Naval Research Lab in Washington, D.C. 
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BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
38. Navy Parachute Team To Drop In 
(BUFFALO NEWS 06 FEB 12) ... Richard E. Baldwin 

The Navy’s parachute team will demonstrate combat 
skills during an array of activities planned for Buffalo Navy 
Week — Sept. 10-17. 

Navy personnel will “come home” to Buffalo and 14 
other cities this year so residents can “meet Sailors and learn 
about the Navy’s capabilities and relevance to national 
security,” according to the Navy Office of Community 
Outreach. 

Buffalo Navy Week “will commemorate the bicentennial 
of the War of 1812 and ‘The Star-Spangled Banner’ with 
Navy ship visits and special events recognizing America’s 
Navy for keeping the sea free for more than 200 years,” the 
Navy announced. 

“The Navy conducts Navy Weeks across the country to 
show Americans the return they receive for their substantial 
investment in the Navy,” according to Lt. Cmdr. Pamela Bou 
of the Navy Office of Information. 

Among activities planned for Buffalo are a “Leap Frog” 
demonstration by the Navy parachute team, visits to Navy 
ships, Navy Band concerts, a Navy simulator and other 
interactive displays, and visits with local veterans. 

In addition, Sailors from the USS Constitution ( “Old 
Ironsides”), the oldest commissioned warship afloat in the 
world, will be in Buffalo. Navy officers will visit with local 
corporate, civic, government and education leaders, and Navy 
personnel will visit area schools and perform community 
service projects. 

The Navy played a major role in the War of 1812, 
including the Battle of Lake Erie on Sept. 10, 1813, when 
Commodore Oliver Hazard Perry won a decisive victory, and 
Perry sent this widely quoted message in his report to Gen. 
William Henry Harrison: “We have met the enemy and they 
are ours.” 

Many major battles of that war were fought along the 
Niagara Frontier, and local bicentennial celebrations are 
scheduled throughout this year. 

And lyrics for “The Star- Spangled Banner” came from 
“Defence of Fort McHenry,” a poem written in 1814 by 
Francis Scott Key after he witnessed the bombardment of Fort 
McHenry by British Royal Navy ships near Baltimore in the 
War of 1812. 
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39. Share The Air: Wind Turbines, Navy Jets Keeping Texas Truce 
(KENS CBS SAN ANTONIO 06 FEB 12) ... Brian New 

KINGSVILLE -- An unusual standoff is taking place in 
the south Texas skies: It's clean energy against the United 
States Navy. 

For 70 years, the Navy has trained half of all of its jets 
pilots at the Kingsville Naval Air Station, but recently, the 
station's radar has been detecting something else in the air – 
wind turbines. 

The problem isn't the turbines themselves, Capt. Mark 
McLaughlin said. 

“We are not going to fly into these things," he said. 
“We’re better than that.” 

The issue actually happens in the Navy’s command 
center, where on radar, a wind turbine looks just like a Navy 
jet. 

"Now you have the issue of (determining) where’s the 
airplane and what's the interference,” McLaughlin said. “Can I 
separate the two? What happens if there are two airplanes? 
Can I keep them and the interference separate so we can avoid 
a mid-air collision?" 

Wind Power Source Growing 
Within 25 miles of the Kingsville NAS, there are 164 

wind turbines already operating, and there are plans for 1,400 
more. 

Greg Wortham with the Texas Wind Energy 
Clearinghouse said hundreds of wind turbines are on schedule 
to be built this year near Kingsville. 

Each one, he said, can provide enough electricity for 700 
homes in Texas. 

The wind energy advocate said these wind farms along 
the coast will keep electric bills down in San Antonio and the 
economy up in Kingsville and Corpus Christi. 

"These projects mean so much to school districts, hospital 
districts (and) counties in terms of the tax revenue, the sales 

tax revenue, the jobs that they bring into these communities," 
Wortham said. 

The reason wind developers are targeting the Texas coast 
is because of what Wortham calls peak performance wind. 

"Which means as people turn on their air conditioners in 
Corpus Christi, San Antonio (and) Houston, the energy force 
(the wind) is picking up here almost at the same level." 

Windy Conditions Good For Flight Training 
The Navy said the wind patterns are the same reason it 

trains its pilots along the Texas coast. 
"We have a tremendous asset down here. It's our wind,” 

McLaughlin said. “It's the same reason we want to fly down 
here. We need that wind to simulate an aircraft carrier 
environment, which is arguably the hardest thing in aviation 
today." 

McLaughlin said his air station is willing to work with 
wind farm developers. 

The Navy is developing new radar technology and 
studying wind turbine formations in hopes of finding ways to 
mitigate the problem. 

However, the Navy said it will take time and is asking 
green energy developers to move slowly. 

"We really need to work with these developers and we 
are, so they can get what they need -- the wind -- without 
having them impact our mission down here," he said. 

But with the uncertain future of federal subsidies, many 
wind farm developers said now is the time to capitalize. 

"All of south Texas and the coast needs this energy," 
Wortham said. 

The Navy said there's enough room for both in the Texas 
skies, but the radar technology needed for both has yet to take 
flight, and until it does, the Navy will do whatever it takes to 
protect its mission. 
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40. Japanese Family Thanks U.S. 7th Fleet 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 06 FEB 12) ... U.S. 7th Fleet Public Affairs 

TOMAKOMAI, Japan -- The owner and family members 
of a Japanese fishing vessel, found missing by the U.S. Navy 
during Operation Tomodachi, visited the U.S. 7th Fleet 
flagship USS Blue Ridge (LCC 19) to say "thank you," in 
Tomakomai, Japan, Feb. 5. 

Shiho Orikasa and her family visited the crew to show 
their appreciation and gratitude for their help in locating their 
missing boat and helping Japan during the March 11, 2011, 
earthquake and tsunami. 

"Thank you for inviting my family and I. I am happy to 
see you. We are appreciative of all your efforts in Japan," said 
Shiho. 

During Operation Tomodachi, Shiho sent an e-mail 
entitled "I am a 14-year-old Japanese," to the 7th Fleet public 
affairs office asking for help in locating her father's fishing 
ship, after seeing images of the ship named HOUKI MARU 
NO.23 on the 7th Fleet website, www.c7f.navy.mil. 

Lt. Cmdr. Mike Morley, the public affairs officer for 
Commander Task Force 73, volunteered to help the 7th Fleet 
public affairs office on board Blue Ridge during Operation 
Tomodachi, replied to Shiho's email. 

Morley said 7th Fleet would look into getting details of 
the latitude, longitude and exact time the photographs were 
taken. 

"We are also researching to see if there is more current 
information on where the ship may be now," Morley wrote 
back. "We will keep you informed of what we find." 

Sailors aboard the guided-missile destroyer USS Curtis 
Wilbur (DDG 54) had encountered the missing ship March 13, 
2011. The coordinates of the ship's location from that day 
were given to the family to use with the help of the Japan 
Coast Guard to locate the ship. 

Two weeks after Curtis Wilbur's crew saw the missing the 
ship, Shiho emailed Morley that the Japan Coast Guard had 
located and retrieved the fishing vessel. 

"It was fantastic to hear the Japanese Coast Guard had 
found the ship. It was a fortunate series of events that all 
started when Shiho had the courage to send that first e-mail, 
asking for help in finding her family's ship," said Morley. 

While on board Blue Ridge, the Orikasa family received a 
tour of the ship's spaces and presented crewmembers with 
flowers. With the help of a translator, Yoshie Ushimaru, 
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Shiho's father also expressed his appreciation for the Navy's 
help. 

"At the time when he thought he had lost his ship, he 
didn't have any hope, but he ended up finding the ship and 
now he is able to (continue fishing), so once again he really 
wants to thank the U.S. Navy," stated Ushimaru. 

Capt. Charles Williams, 7th Fleet chief of staff, also 
presented a thank you gift to the family for coming aboard the 
ship and expressed what a privilege it was to help them. 

"It was a pleasure and certainly an honor to be of any help 
to you and of course to Japan," said Williams. 

USS Blue Ridge (LCC 19), embarked U.S. 7th Fleet staff 
and Marines from Fleet Antiterrorism Security Team-Pacific 
(FAST-PAC) are in Tomakomai for a port visit to participate 
in the 63rd Sapporo Snow Festival. 
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41. Creating Ice Sculpture Stirs Emotions In U.S. Military Team 
(STARS AND STRIPES 06 FEB 12) ... Matthew M. Burke 

SASEBO NAVAL BASE, Japan — Last week, Sailors 
from Naval Air Facility Misawa made the daylong journey to 
Sapporo, Japan to play in the snow. However, it was by no 
means a vacation. 

For the past 28 years, Sailors from Misawa have traveled 
to the Sapporo Snow Festival, located on the northern island 
of Hokkaido, and participated in their snow sculpture 
showcase, which draws world-class snow sculptors and 
tourists from around the world. 

This year was different, however, as some of the Sailors 
involved carried with them the emotions and fellowship of 
having participated in relief operations after the March 11 
earthquake and tsunami that devastated northern Japan. 

As the six-Sailor delegation finished their bust reprisal of 
the Navy’s iconic “Lone Sailor” statue, which is located at the 
U.S. Navy Memorial in Washington D.C., Chief Christopher 
“Billy” Knox said they decided to make a last-minute addition 
to the meticulously planned work of art. 

They added “Tomodachi,” the name of the relief 
operation, in Japanese script under the Sailor’s chin. 

“Incorporating that into it was a super meaningful thing,” 
said Knox, a Seabee from Chapin, Ill. “I think it was real 
meaningful to the locals and it meant a lot to us as well.” 

Knox, the team leader, spent three months in Iwate 
prefecture following the disaster, helping the Japanese dig out 
and rebuild. Seeing the smiles on the faces of Japanese 
spectators as they viewed the sculpture, and explaining it to 
them, was very gratifying, despite the effort needed to build an 
ice sculpture in freezing temperatures. 

This year’s Misawa team, dubbed the “Sapporo Six” by 
base leadership, featured five Sailors and an airman with no 
snow sculpting experience – all except Knox. In fact, many 
team members came from warm weather states like California, 
Hawaii, and Florida. In addition to battling the frigid 
temperatures for eight hours a day, they had to deal with the 
fact that their six-foot cubed piece of snow wasn’t perfectly 

square, which hampered their efforts to transfer their scale 
graph onto the snow during their first day of work. 

The Sailors also had to race the clock as they only had 
four days to complete the sculpture. Petty Officer 2nd Class 
Alvin Zuilan said they just kept moving, and walked to a 
nearby convenient store to purchase hand and feet warmers. 

Knox said that his team came through, and built the best 
snow sculpture to date; erasing the troubles of last year when 
their snow anchor melted and crumbled. 

“They knocked it out of the ballpark,” a proud Knox 
beamed. “It turned out phenomenal.” 

Senior Chief Dan Sanford, a base spokesman, said that 
more than 200,000 people are expected to visit the festival, 
which began Monday and runs through Sunday. 

“I’m really proud,” said Zuilan, an aviation machinist. 
“I’m really proud of the team and of the community’s reaction 
to what we’ve accomplished.” 

The San Diego native said that it was especially 
emotional when elderly Japanese would come up to him and 
the group and thank them for their help following one of the 
worst disasters in recent history. 

“I love Japan,” Zuilan said. “It’s an overwhelming 
feeling.” 

The “Sapporo 6” – Sailors Take on Snow Cube in 
Annual Snow Festival by Senior Chief Daniel Sanford 
from Navy Live, February 6 

The blog post, written by Naval Air Facility Misawa 
Public Affairs Officer Senior Chief Daniel Sanford, takes you 
on a journey to the 63rd annual Sapporo Snow Festival. This 
festival is more than just snow sculpting; it’s about building 
camaraderie and following through on a commitment to reach 
a common goal… which happen to be characteristics we use 
in the Navy. Come along as Daniel takes us along this “cool” 
ride by the “Can Do” team in part ONE of TWO on the event 
coverage. 

View Navy Live Blog Entry 
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42. U.S. Proposes Moving 1,500 Okinawa Marines To Iwakuni 
(KYODO NEWS 07 FEB 12) 

TOKYO -- About 1,500 of the U.S. Marines based in 
Okinawa Prefecture may be transferred to another location in 
Japan in connection with a broader plan to review the 
reorganization of U.S. forces in the Asia-Pacific region, 
sources close to the two countries' relations said Monday. 

The United States has sounded out Japan on a plan to 
transfer the 1,500 Marines to the Iwakuni air base, 
representing nearly half of the 3,300 Okinawa Marines whom 

Washington is now considering moving to other areas instead 
of Guam, the sources said. 

With regard to the realignment, Prime Minister Yoshihiko 
Noda said that Japan will do its utmost to ensure that Marines 
will not continue using the Futenma air base in a crowded 
residential area in Okinawa for many more years. 

"I'm aware there are concerns over the Futenma base 
becoming fixed in its present form," Noda told a parliamentary 
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session. "To make sure that this will not happen, the 
government will do all it can in talks (with the United States)." 

His remarks come at a time when the United States is 
planning to move thousands of the Marines stationed in Japan 
to Guam without waiting to see tangible progress on the 
relocation of the U.S. Marine Corp's Futenma Air Station in 
Ginowan, Okinawa Prefecture. 

The plan deviates from the 2006 bilateral accord on the 
realignment of U.S. forces in Japan, under which progress on 
relocating the Futenma air base was a precondition for the 
transfer of around 8,000 of the 18,000 Marines and 9,000 
dependents from the prefecture to Guam. 

In reviewing the existing bilateral accord, the U.S. 
government has proposed relocating around 4,700 Marines 
from Okinawa to Guam, about 1,500 to the Iwakuni base in 
Yamaguchi Prefecture and rotating the remaining 1,800 
through other locations in the Asia-Pacific region such as 
Hawaii and Australia, the sources said. 

The Japanese government is prepared to begin discussions 
with the Yamaguchi prefectural and Iwakuni city governments 
on the U.S. proposal, according to the sources. 

But local residents in the western Japan city are likely to 
protest against the additional burden, as the 2006 agreement 
already includes plans for the Marine Corps' Iwakuni Air 
Station to accommodate U.S. carrier-borne fighter jets from 
the U.S. Navy's Atsugi base in Kanagawa Prefecture, 
southwest of Tokyo, as well as aerial tankers based at the 
Futenma base. 

If the Iwakuni transfer is realized, it would also mean the 
number of Marines remaining in Japan would be larger than 
initially planned. 

The sources said the transfer to Iwakuni would likely 
involve a unit that is involved in air support for Okinawa-
based Marines but not directly linked to a helicopter unit 
stationed at Futenma. 

Japan's ongoing negotiations with the United States on the 
transfer of Marines, as well as what to do with the long-stalled 
relocation of the Futenma base to a less populated area in the 
prefecture, have been spearheaded by Foreign Minister 
Koichiro Gemba and his U.S. counterpart Hillary Clinton. 

Gemba told the Diet session that official bilateral 
discussions concerning the transfer and the Futenma relocation 
began when he held one-to-one talks with Clinton in 
Washington on Dec. 19. 

He said the two countries are trying to set a new direction 
for the reconfiguration of Marines in the southern island 
prefecture before U.S. President Barack Obama's scheduled 
release of his 2013 budget on Feb. 13. 

Gemba, however, said that working out the "details" of 
the realignment would require more time. 

Senior foreign and defense officials of the two countries 
are scheduled to hold talks in Washington on Monday on the 
transfer of Marines to Guam and other points agreed on under 
the 2006 road map for realignment of the U.S. military 
presence in Japan, which includes the cost to be shouldered by 
Tokyo. 

Japan agreed with the United States in 2006 to pay $6.09 
billion of the $10.27 billion Guam relocation cost. But there is 
no guarantee that Japan's share of the cost will remain the 
same. 

Depending on the outcome of the high-level talks, one of 
the sources said the two countries could announce a rough 
picture later this week of how they would review the road 
map. 

The review of the road map has been taking place as the 
U.S. administration is under pressure from Congress to cut the 
cost of the transfer, while there is no sign of headway in 
relocating the Futenma base within the prefecture due to 
strong local opposition. 

A possible revision of the road map is also in line with the 
new U.S. defense strategy, involving a rebalancing of 
priorities to Asia from the Middle East. By making Guam a 
strategic hub, the Pentagon is considering diversifying its 
forces in the Asia-Pacific region to cope with the changing 
security environment, such as China's growing military 
capabilities. 

Noda and Gemba, who attended the House of Councillors' 
budget panel session, said the government is trying to find the 
best way to maintain the U.S. forces' deterrent power while at 
the same time easing the burden on Okinawa from hosting the 
bulk of U.S. forces in Japan under a bilateral security accord. 

To date, Japanese Defense Minister Naoki Tanaka, who 
assumed the post in mid-January, said he and his immediate 
predecessor, Yasuo Ichikawa, are not part of the negotiations. 

Japan Asks U.S. To Return Part Of Okinawa Military 
Facilities 

Japan on Monday requested the United States to return 
some of its military facilities in Okinawa at an early date, 
during the latest round of bilateral talks on the realignment of 
U.S. Marines in the Asia-Pacific region, Japanese officials 
said. 

The request to return part of Camp Zukeran and 
Makiminato Service Area was made in connection with a U.S. 
plan to move about 4,700 Marines in Okinawa Prefecture to 
Guam, before relocating a controversial air base on the 
southern Japanese island, the officials said. 

Under the existing bilateral accord, the return of six 
facilities and land occupied by the U.S. military south of the 
Air Force's Kadena base in Okinawa is tied to the relocation of 
the Marine Corps' Futenma Air Station. 

"I believe the U.S. side will consider the request," a senior 
official at Japan's Foreign Ministry, who spoke on condition of 
anonymity, said. 

The senior official said the burden on Okinawa of hosting 
the bulk of U.S. forces in Japan must be reduced in 
conjunction with the planned transfer of Marines ahead of 
making progress on the relocation of the Futenma base. 

During working-level talks in Washington, the two 
countries, however, confirmed that they will stick to the 
current plan of relocating the Futenma air base to a less 
densely populated coastal area of Nago on the island despite 
strong local opposition, the officials said. 

Under the 2006 bilateral accord on the realignment of 
U.S. forces in Japan, progress on relocating the Futenma air 
base is a precondition for the transfer of around 8,000 of the 
18,000 Marines and 9,000 dependents from the prefecture to 
Guam. 

The Pentagon is now planning to move 4,700 Marines to 
Guam, while deploying 3,300 elsewhere in the Pacific, such as 
Hawaii, Australia and the Philippines, as part of its strategy to 
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better prepare for contingencies involving China in the Asia-
Pacific region. 

The United States also has sounded out Japan on a plan to 
transfer about 1,500 Marines to the Iwakuni base in 
Yamaguchi Prefecture on Japan's main island of Honshu, 
sources close to the two countries' relationship said Monday. 

Prior to the talks, State Department spokeswoman 
Victoria Nuland said in a briefing that the United States 

remains "fully committed" to implementing the relocation of 
the Futenma base within Okinawa based on a road map Tokyo 
and Washington agreed in 2006. 

Nuland also said the United States continues to "pursue a 
military presence in Japan and in the Asia-Pacific that's 
operationally resilient, that's geographically distributed and 
that's politically sustainable." 
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NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
43. Chairman Of The Joint Chiefs Expects New 'Valuation' Of Risk For Future Force 
(DEFENSE DAILY 07 FEB 12) ... Ann Roosevelt 

The Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff yesterday 
issued Strategic Direction to the Joint Force, saying he expects 
"a new valuation of risk" as the joint force of 2020 is 
developed. 

Army Gen. Martin Dempsey said, "Today's troubled 
political economy is elevating the relevance of cost and reality 
of financial risk. 

Discontinuous change, such as the Arab Spring, and 
systemic competition over nonrenewable resources are 
upending conventional geo-political wisdom. Expected 
economic trends and unexpected global events invite us to re-
think the military's role in mitigating the risk to our Nation." 

Such calculations must be part of developing the joint 
force of 2020, one of the four focus areas Dempsey outlined in 
an October letter to guide the services in navigating the 
military's transition to the future. The focus areas are, first, to 
achieve national objectives in current conflicts, develop the 
joint force of 2020, recommit to the profession of arms; and 
keeping faith with the military family. 

The Strategic Direction contains Dempsey's early 
thoughts on how to achieve those things: "I will put the weight 
of my personal effort behind realizing these critical efforts." 

Developing the joint force needed in 2020 "is a non-
negotiable imperative," he wrote, and the goal should be a 
"versatile, responsive and decisive joint force" that is 
affordable. 

Harking to ideas Dempsey has held for some time and 
began implementing while commander of Army Training and 
Doctrine Command and as Army Chief of Staff, developing 
the joint force means "Building and presenting forces that can 

be molded to context--not just by adding and subtracting but 
by leaders combining capabilities in innovative ways." 

This points directly to interdependence, described some 
years ago as the step services take beyond interoperability, 
where services rely on each other to achieve objectives and 
"create capabilities that do not exist except when combined." 

Key efforts the Strategic Direction highlights in 
developing the joint force of 2020 include pioneering new 
ways to combine and use capabilities such as cyber, special 
forces and intelligence, surveillance and reconnaissance. 
These are also in line with the Strategic Guidance released by 
the White House in early January (Defense Daily, Jan 9). 

The services also need to examine their organizations and 
other changes to "better leverage game-changing capabilities," 
the direction said. 

As Dempsey has said in the past, jointness has to be 
driven "deeper, sooner in capability development, operational 
planning and leader development." However, this does not 
mean eliminating overlapping capabilities across the services 
but to identify and reduce such capabilities. 

Force readiness must be preserved, the 16-page pamphlet 
said, choosing a smaller, well trained and equipped force over 
a large force that can't afford world class readiness. 

The services must also move quickly toward joint 
information and simulation networks that support secure and 
agile command and control All of this must be achieved by 
being affordable "in every way possible." 

The Strategic Direction can be found here: 
http://www.jcs.mil/ 
<http://econnect.dmsgs.com/t/14921979/188667961/3048187/
0/> 
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44. DoD Wants Innovation, Firms Want Less Risk 
(DEFENSE NEWS 06 FEB 12) ... Zachary Fryer-Biggs 

As U.S. Defense Secretary Leon Panetta previewed 
upcoming budget cuts and force restructuring Jan. 26, he made 
one point clear: Innovation is at the heart of the Pentagon’s 
future. 

Yet with large U.S. defense contractors increasingly 
averse to taking risks, experts say they fear that independent 
and internal research and development (both known as IRAD), 
the linchpins of leap-ahead technology, are either underfunded 
or failing to focus on innovative technology. 

Contractors are unwilling to take risks on ideas that may 
not have an immediate market, and the Department of Defense 

hasn’t been clear about what it’s interested in buying, said 
Peter Singer, a senior fellow at the Brookings Institution. 

“Being risk-averse has gotten into their DNA,” he said. 
“They’ve gotten used to a system where it’s the customer who 
takes all the risk.” 

At the same time, DoD says creative technologies are 
crucial to helping the department in a squeezed budget 
environment. 

“We’re depending a great deal on being at the 
technological edge of the future,” Panetta said. “I think we 
even have to leap forward. If we’re going to deal with the kind 
of challenges we’re going to face, we’ve got to be smart 



 38

enough, innovative enough, creative enough to be able to leap 
forward. 

“Can we do that? Can we develop the kind of technology 
we’re going to need to confront the future? You know, I’m 
confident we can. But there are risks associated with that,” the 
defense secretary said. 

So what happens if big companies don’t take risk? For 
one, prime contractors face an uphill battle to retain market 
share, as small and non-U.S. contractors look to pilfer 
contracts with new ideas. And if DoD can’t find innovation 
elsewhere while other nations continue increasing investment 
in their forces, the U.S. military’s dominance could wane. 

IRAD refers to two very different pools of investment 
funds: independent R&D, which DoD pays for as part of 
contracting overhead; and internal R&D, which contractors 
pay for themselves using their own revenue. 

Independent revenue represents roughly $4 billion in 
annual expenditures by DoD. Internal R&D typically accounts 
for 2 percent to 3 percent of revenue for U.S. companies, 
according to analysts. 

These two types of investments have historically served 
as seed money for technologies DoD didn’t necessarily know 
it needed. Neither type of funding is tied to existing programs 
but instead can be spent developing any idea. They typically 
serve as the backing for many of the more radical, potentially 
significant technological innovations, such as stealth 
technology. 

But these investments are risky, because payoff can’t be 
guaranteed. 

U.S. companies are no longer investing IRAD in early 
development, the initial stage in which an idea moves from 
concept to product, said David Berteau, an analyst at the 
Center for Strategic and International Studies. 

“To us, the pure research part of IRAD is going away,” he 
said. 

Company executives said privately that shareholders are 
not interested in R&D risk. That is especially true with 
internal R&D, the executives said, as pressure to improve 
profit margins trumps other company concerns. 

The Pentagon has made investment a more difficult sell 
because it doesn’t give companies enough direction as to what 
kinds of technology are important to the department, the 
executives said. 

“Unless you’re pretty sure as a company that there’s a 
market for it, you’re going to be less inclined to spend that 
IRAD money,” Berteau said. “This is in contrast to the 
commercial model of IRAD, where you don’t invest solely 
based on the guarantee of a subsequent market. You have to 
invest or you won’t have a market at all.” 

Spokesmen for several top defense companies said the 
companies continue to value internal R&D, and their 
individual innovation units have produced new technologies 
that have been useful to DoD. 

“They all have really neat innovation labs, and they just 
have to prioritize them,” Singer said. 

The spokesmen also confirmed plans to maintain the 
current level of investment for the immediate future. 

But increasing the level of investment will be critical to 
national security, and the concern over shareholder backlash is 
overblown, said Heidi Wood, a Morgan Stanley market 
analyst. 

“It’s a misconception to say that shareholders do not pay 
for innovation,” she said. “Apple is now the most valuable 
company in the world, and they’re valuable because they’re 
highly innovative. We’d pay more for defense if we saw 
greater innovation and with it, more attractive returns. As we 
stand today, the defense industrial base looks more and more 
like a sexy utility.” 

Wall Street analysts said top company executives are paid 
like risk takers, without the risk. 

“While the compensation packages of defense CEOs 
compares their pay to Google, Apple and other high-flying 
tech companies, they don’t actually take real risk like 
commercial executives do, who live and breathe on potential 
success or failure,” one analyst said. “And when asked about 
the lack of risk taking, they act like they’re waitresses who can 
only take orders from the customer. But they certainly don’t 
pay themselves like that.” 

If U.S. defense companies do not invest in the innovation 
that will drive the defense market in the future, other 
companies will, Berteau said. 

“There’s a lot of innovative technology being developed 
today out of the global commercial market that has importance 
for defense, but because it’s not being developed by defense 
companies, the defense establishment has difficulty finding 
such innovation and taking advantage of it,” he said. 

The fact that the U.S. military serves as the sole customer 
for many defense contractors means that greater 
communication and guidance is needed, said Loren 
Thompson, chief operating officer of the Lexington Institute. 

“When there’s only one customer, mainly the 
government, contractors need some guidance as to where 
research investments will be fruitful,” he said. 

European defense companies also tend to invest more 
heavily in R&D, with giants BAE Systems and Finmeccanica 
routinely spending more than 10 percent of revenue on 
research. The accounting standards in Europe, however, differ 
from U.S. standards, with some externally contracted research 
included in the European numbers. 

Smaller companies also may have greater opportunity to 
present new technologies, but the inherent complications of 
the U.S. acquisition system makes it difficult for non-primes, 
experts said. 

If the Pentagon continues to demand innovation, prime 
contractors face two choices: take the risk and invest in early-
stage R&D, potentially with the help of greater guidance from 
DoD, or face the prospect of diminished market share as small 
and non-U.S. contractors move in with new ideas. 

The possibility remains that the Pentagon’s latest strategy 
buzz won’t last, and innovation will gain no greater 
prominence than it has in the past. But if Panetta’s predictions 
hold true, without innovation, a smaller force will not be able 
to fulfill the full range of missions the DoD is expected to 
complete. 

Analysts said that given the current budget climate, that 
change is likely. 

Kurjanowicz said industry would be willing to invest in 
higher-risk efforts if the department were more clear about 
areas of interest. 

“Companies will take risk if the department is serious in 
our communication,” he said. 



 39

Senior DoD officials are sending that message now, 
Kurjanowicz said. 

“They’re getting the message out to industry, and I think 
you’ll hear this more and more, pushing them to take risk, and 
go ahead and invest in areas where we identify we need new 
capabilities to help us with the updated strategic guidance,” he 
said. 

DoD proposed a rule in March 2011 that mandates 
reporting on independent R&D spending, information that 
Kurjanowicz said will be used to help improve communication 

and direct investment. To that end, DoD has launched a 
website, www.defenseinnovationmarketplace.mil, which will 
have information on areas of interest to the agency, among 
other resources, he said. 

Focus on innovation and on communication with industry, 
a key problem according to industry executives, is what it will 
take to encourage R&D investment, Singer said. “They really 
are saying the right things, and showing that they recognize 
the importance of innovation, but it remains to be seen.” 
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45. Veteran Influx Tests Colleges, Agencies 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 06 FEB 12) ... Angela Mapes Turner 

FORT WAYNE, Ind. — When Tiffany Kravec-Kelly 
wanted to reach fellow veterans on the campus of Indiana 
University–Purdue University Fort Wayne, she took a page 
out of her psychological-operations playbook. 

“I have, literally, gone out in the middle of the quad with 
a bullhorn,” said Kravec-Kelly, who spent a tour in Iraq 
gathering intelligence and spreading the U.S. coalition’s 
message to the local population. 

The influx of veterans returning to northeast Indiana over 
the past decade — often after multiple combat tours — has 
changed the complexion of local colleges and universities, 
hospitals and service agencies. 

But part of the challenge of helping veterans, Kravec-
Kelly said, is identifying them in the first place. 

Some students at IPFW are comfortable talking about 
their service and happy for others to know about it. But there’s 
a subsection of students who aren’t. 

“These people are ghosts,” she said. “They blend in.” 
When Kravec-Kelly restarted her education after her 

service, she found a university structure not quite prepared to 
provide for the unusual challenges of student veterans. 

It has taken a few years, but that has been changing. In 
October 2010, IPFW opened a Military Student Services 
office to assist veteran students. Kravec-Kelly hopes more 
changes are planned. 

She’d like to see a special gathering place on campus 
where veterans can meet, study and share their experiences. 

Jo Vaughan, coordinator for Military Student Services, 
said she also hopes that idea can soon become reality. 

Vaughan was working in West Lafayette when IPFW 
opened its office after receiving a grant through Purdue 
University’s Military Family Research Institute. 

Vaughan has a simple job description — finding out what 
students need to be successful as they transition from military 
to civilian life. 

That job description, though, covers a vast array of tasks, 
from helping students apply for GI benefits to helping them 
obtain credit for courses taken while serving in the military. 

Vaughan began counseling combat veterans with 
substance abuse issues in 1986, and she has two family 
members who are disabled veterans, so the issues facing her 
students are familiar. 

But they are diverse. Some have physical disabilities or 
have suffered traumatic brain injuries. Some suffer from post-
traumatic stress disorder. 

Some are not veterans of the recent conflicts — they may 
have been out of the service for 25 years — but are just now 
learning of the benefits available to them. 

“The variety of experience we have is vast,” Vaughan 
said. “Every student who comes in is unique.” 

The center’s second year will end in June, and a caveat of 
the grant was that the university would commit to funding its 
position after the grant money ran out, Vaughan said. 

Fortunately, she said, she has found a warm response 
from the campus community. Vaughan said campuses have 
been stereotyped as places sometimes hostile to military, but 
even people at IPFW who may be anti-military are not “anti-
student.” 

“I was pleasantly surprised by the huge amount of support 
that I’ve received from the administration here,” she said. 

Perhaps nowhere has the lack of preparation for the needs 
of returning veterans been more apparent than at Walter Reed 
Army Medical Center in Washington, D.C., where a 
Washington Post exposé of neglect in 2007 led to an extensive 
review of all VA medical facilities. 

Fort Wayne’s VA Medical Center passed that systemwide 
review, but it has still been the site of changes. And more are 
proposed, including a housing development for homeless 
veterans. 

Driving the increase in benefits sought by veterans, both 
medical and otherwise, is veterans’ increased knowledge of 
what’s available, said Allen County Veterans’ Service Officer 
George Jarboe. 

The VA Medical Center handles most medical-related 
benefits, while Jarboe’s office tends to handle anything else. 
He doesn’t keep track of caseload numbers, he said, because 
there’s no time. 

“The pace has increased,” he said. “A lot more PTSD, 
traumatic brain injury. Hearing-loss claims like you wouldn’t 
believe.” 

In addition to the increase in claims by returning Iraq and 
Afghanistan veterans, many veterans of past conflicts — 
World War II, Korea, and especially Vietnam — have been 
seeking benefits, Jarboe said. He speculates the economy has 
something to do with it, but he also thinks the increased effort 
by the military and support organizations deserve much credit. 
In past eras, returning veterans weren’t given much direction. 

“It was pretty much, ‘Sign here, thanks for your service,’ 
and that was it,” Jarboe said. 

Now there are pre-deployment briefings, post-deployment 
briefings, briefings for family members and transition 
programs. 
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Jarboe only sees himself getting busier, especially as 
veterans who have served multiple deployments in Iraq and 
Afghanistan come to terms with their experiences. 

Many Vietnam veterans did not realize they suffered from 
PTSD for years; Jarboe sees many recent vets having the same 
issues. Some may already realize they have it, but are hesitant 

to seek help because they are still in the reserves and don’t 
want to jeopardize their employment. 

“PTSD is going to come more to the forefront as time 
goes on,” he said. “There’s just a continual need for this type 
of service.” 
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46. Defense Must Increase Availability And Awareness Of Child Care, GAO Says 
(GOVERNMENT EXECUTIVE 06 FEB 12) ... Caitlin Fairchild 

Military families either are missing out on Defense 
Department-subsidized child care or paying a higher fees due 
to a space crunch and incomplete knowledge of all their 
options, according to a new Government Accountability 
Office report. 

The shortage of on-installation child care space has 
resulted from increased deployment of service members to 
Iraq and Afghanistan, GAO said. About one-fourth of families 
with a parent deployed had to use off-installation care, while 
GAO found one installation with an average waiting list of 
nine months for on-site child care. The research was 
completed April 2011 and did not address how the wars 
winding down would affect the child care situation. 

Even when options are adequate, Defense’s outreach 
efforts have fallen short in spreading the word to families 
about subsidized child care, both on and off military 
installations, the report said. GAO found that families living 
off of the installation, such as those of reservists’, were less 
likely to be aware of subsidized child care options. 

GAO reviewed data on child care fees since 2009. With 
each branch determining its own policy on subsidized child 
care and installation commanders usually determining the fees 
for on-installation child care, costs across services and 
installations varied. 

Air Force and Navy families had higher costs overall for 
child care, and paid up to 16 percent more for off-installation 

care, GAO found, because these services had $200 subsidy 
caps in 2010, while the Army had variable caps and the 
Marine Corps had none. 

With a goal of meeting 80 percent of the demand for child 
care by 2012, Defense has approved construction on more 
than 21,000 new child care spaces, and is developing a 
departmentwide system to create a central place at each 
installation for requesting child care, both on and off the 
installation. The system will undergo testing in spring of 2012. 
Additionally, the department expects to contract out the 
development of a marketing plan to increase awareness about 
the new system. 

GAO did not make any recommendations in the report. 
Defense responded to GAO’s findings, however, noting new 
measures not included in the report such as the Air Force’s 
repeal of its 10-hour a day maximum for subsidized child care, 
reducing costs for families who need extended care, and the 
Navy’s Family Ombudsman program to reach out and educate 
families on their options. 

“The Department of Defense is committed to helping our 
families access affordable, quality child care,” said Robert 
Gordon, deputy assistant secretary of Defense for military 
community and family policy. “We consider care for young 
children to be a workforce issue for military families with 
direct impact on the effectiveness and readiness of the force.” 
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47. Naval Academy Ends 'Spice' Investigation 
(WASHINGTON POST 07 FEB 12) ... Daniel de Vise 

A year after the U.S. Naval Academy expelled seven 
midshipmen for using synthetic marijuana on the zero-
tolerance Annapolis campus, the "spice" investigation is over, 
and college officials say the drug problem is past. 

Sixteen midshipmen were expelled from the academy for 
use or possession of synthetic marijuana between December 
2010 and August 2011, when the formal investigation ended. 
Only one midshipman has been investigated for synthetic 
marijuana since, said Cmdr. William Marks, an academy 
spokesman. That student was dismissed from the school for 
academic reasons, and the drug inquiry was never concluded. 

The toll is more than double the number of midshipmen 
who were “separated,” or expelled, in the academy’s initial 
action, announced in January 2011. But the total falls well shy 
of the scores of expulsions some former midshipmen predicted 
at the peak of a highly publicized investigation last winter. 

“I would say that every single person here is proud of our 
record and proud of the Midshipmen that will soon lead our 
Navy and Marine Corps,” Marks said in a written statement. 

Some erstwhile midshipmen now must repay the 
government the cost of their education. The Navy picks up 

tuition and living expenses for midshipmen, but expelled 
students can be ordered to pay it back. One former 
midshipman, speaking in an interview last year, said he owed 
the Navy $120,000. 

That student said he had been admitted on transfer to an 
Ivy League-caliber national university. He spoke on the 
condition of anonymity, as did other former midshipmen, 
partly out of concern that the offer might be withdrawn. 

Synthetic marijuana, an herbal potpourri sprayed with 
chemicals, caught on over the past decade as a then-legal high 
that mimicked the effects of marijuana. It was marketed as 
incense but sold at $10 or $20 a gram to a knowing clientele 
who would smoke it to produce a potent but unpredictable 
high. It is often called “spice” after a popular brand name. 

The Drug Enforcement Administration enacted an 
emergency ban in March that outlawed five chemicals 
commonly found in synthetic marijuana. 

Synthetic marijuana took hold in the military because it 
could not be detected in random drug tests, a routine that sets 
the service academies apart from other colleges. Synthetic 
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marijuana never seemed to displace authentic marijuana on 
most American campuses. 

Leaders of the Naval Academy portrayed the campus 
synthetic-marijuana problem as relatively small and scattered. 
Officials now say their investigation found no evidence of 
drug dealing or distribution on campus, no nest of synthetic-
marijuana users on any athletic team or club. 

The 16 synthetic-marijuana-related expulsions are 
consistent with the prevalence of synthetic marijuana at the 
nation’s other elite service academies. At the Air Force 
Academy, for example, officials said 26 cadets have been 
disciplined for synthetic marijuana. 

Several current and former midshipmen, interviewed last 
year, gave a different account. They alleged that a senior 
introduced the drug to campus in spring 2010 and began 

selling it to underclassmen. By fall, the students said, synthetic 
marijuana had spread through the brigade, to the football and 
wrestling teams, and to an off-campus party house. 

“That was the one way that we knew that we could get 
high,” said one former midshipman, who spoke on the 
condition of anonymity. 

The investigation accelerated in December 2010, when a 
midshipman had a seizure while smoking synthetic marijuana 
with a group. 

The current and former students said at the time — and 
some still contend — that the academy underreported the 
extent of synthetic-marijuana-related expulsions. Academy 
leaders noted that several cases were held up in administrative 
limbo for weeks between a given student’s exit and formal 
separation. 
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OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
48. Defense Cuts Sap Obama's Asia Pivot 
America's regional allies worry about plans for a "leaner" military 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 06 FEB 12) ... Michael Auslin 

Singapore -- The release of the Pentagon budget late last 
month made clear just how the U.S. military will reach 
President Obama's goal of becoming "leaner." The Army will 
shrink 13%, Marines will decrease by 20,000, six Air Force 
fighter squadrons will be deactivated and the Navy will make 
do with fewer ships. In Asia though, even as the U.S.'s means 
shrink, the administration is claiming to increase America's 
role. 

After months of uneasily watching Washington's budget 
debates, Asian allies are increasingly fearful that proposed 
cuts will reduce America's commitment to the region just as 
China's power and territorial assertiveness are growing. In 
response, Asian countries have quickly stepped up their efforts 
to cooperate with Washington on military matters. While 
many want the U.S. to speak softly, they still want it to carry a 
big stick. 

Active Asian outreach to the U.S. reverses traditional 
"entanglement" policy, whereby smaller nations feared 
making security agreements with Washington that would 
commit them to supporting U.S. goals and limit their own 
freedom of action. Now, it is the Lilliputians that want to tie 
down Gulliver. The President's plan is to have smaller forces 
respond to security challenges in a flexible manner, instead of 
building large, expensive and politically controversial bases. 
The Pentagon will commit to global strike platforms, 
including a new long-range bomber. But in a region of 
increasingly powerful militaries, "leaner" does not inspire 
confidence. 

America's Asian partners may feel they have to help the 
hesitant superpower along. Most notably, the Philippines, 
which kicked the U.S. military out of the islands exactly 20 
years ago, has in essence invited it back, agreeing to host 
greater numbers of U.S. forces in coming years. Singapore is 
planning to let the U.S. Navy forward deploy the Littoral 
Combat Ship on the island, and Australia will play host to up 
to 2,500 U.S. Marines in Darwin. Even Japan, which currently 
hosts the bulk of U.S. forces in Asia, has begun slowly to 
fulfill a 2006 agreement to relocate a Marine Air Station 
within Okinawa. 

Our Asian allies and partners are doing more for their 
own security, but their abilities are limited. Almost all are 
increasing or modernizing their submarine forces and buying 
more surface ships. Those that can afford it, like Japan, South 
Korea and Australia, are purchasing high-end military 
equipment, such as Aegis ballistic missile defense destroyers 
and the not-yet-ready F-35 stealth fighter. However, American 
policy makers have to accept the idea that the United States 
will remain the only major military power among liberal 
nations in Asia. 

Not everyone is happy about the new cooperation. Beijing 
has of course warned Washington not to destabilize the region 
with its new focus on Asia, and Indonesia has been worried 
that the placement of Marines in Australia is somehow meant 
to contain Jakarta. 

While most in Asia want America's renewed attention, 
they are also skeptical that the "pivot" will outlast Mr. 
Obama's presidency or amount to concrete policies. This is 
something a visitor to the region hears constantly. U.S. 
military officials from the Chief of Naval Operations on down 
have promised that the budget cuts will not lead to a reduction 
in U.S. operations in the Indo-Pacific in the short term. Yet 
even they admit that further cuts, as may happen under the 
sequestration scenario, would lead to a radically different U.S. 
military that has to choose among missions. 

Critics, such as Representative Barney Frank, would ask 
why the United States must continue to play underwriter of 
regional security. The billions of dollars spent in patrolling the 
seas and skies of Asia could be better spent at home, 
especially given that Asian economies are outperforming 
America's. 

But the Obama Administration's expanded focus on Asia 
is wise, as long as it leverages the strength and interests of its 
partners to have them fill gaps in U.S. capacity. Japan, South 
Korea and Singapore could be encouraged to purchase 
advanced reconnaissance drones to provide better surveillance 
of crucial waterways and contested borders. Asking Australia 
and Japan to conduct more long-range sea and air patrols 
could alleviate the pressure on U.S. forces to keep up their 
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presence. The U.S. Navy and Air Force would still be 
expected to contain hostilities in a crisis, but our allies can 
play a larger role, beyond joint training and exercises, during 
peacetime—which is most of the time. 

Further difficult budget cuts may be ahead for the 
Pentagon. Even without them, U.S. planes and ships are aging, 

and our servicemen and women are increasingly stressed due 
to constant operations. If our allies want to make it easier for 
us to operate in Asia, we should welcome that. But they need 
to start making our burden easier in other ways, as well. 

Mr. Auslin is the director of Japan Studies at the 
American Enterprise Institute. 
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49. Modernizing The Military, With A Technological Edge 
Letter to the Editor 
(NEW YORK TIMES 07 FEB 12) ... Gordon England 

Your Jan. 30 editorial “New Strategy, Old Pentagon 
Budget,” arguing in favor of halving the F-35 Joint Strike 
Fighter program, reflects the wrongheaded thinking that we 
can cut next-generation military capabilities while 
simultaneously trimming troop strength. This thinking belies 
the fact that success and survival on the ground and on the sea 
require dominance in the air. 

As our military shrinks in size, maintaining a 
technological edge is crucial. Military success depends on 
superior military technologies to deter some enemies and 
decisively defeat others. 

In the last 10 years, the military has postponed replacing 
or upgrading many decades-old aircraft and ships. Meanwhile, 

Russia and China are both building fifth-generation stealth 
aircraft, and China is also developing an aircraft carrier fleet. 
These countries hope that we will sit out yet another wave of 
modernization, allowing them to catch up. 

My former boss, Defense Secretary Robert M. Gates, said 
he’d “rather have a smaller, but superbly capable military than 
a larger, hollow, less capable one.” He was right, and The 
Times is wrong in proposing cuts that would result in both 
fewer troops and less capability. That’s a recipe to encourage 
our adversaries and weaken the foundations of our freedoms. 

Gordon England served as deputy secretary of defense 
under President George W. Bush. 
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50. The Military’s New Metrics: Smaller, Leaner, More Agile 
(WASHINGTON POST 07 FEB 12) ... Walter Pincus 

The United States’ view of warfare has been changing. 
To deter potential conflicts, the nation will have forward-

based sea, air and ground forces in strategic areas around the 
globe. It will also retain its nuclear triad of land- and 
submarine-based intercontinental ballistic missiles and 
strategic bombers. 

But no more big land wars (World War II, Korea, even 
Vietnam); no major “short-term” invasions (Kuwait, Iraq); or 
large, long-term stability operations (Iraq, Afghanistan). 
Certainly, no more nuclear warfare (Japan). 

Instead, the Obama administration has moved into the era 
of satellites and drones for intelligence and stand-off air 
attacks (Libya). If ground forces are needed, local, allied or 
United Nations troops can be used, some with the help of U.S. 
Special Forces teams for training or direction (Central African 
Republic). To go it alone, drones (Pakistan, Yemen), and 
again those Special Forces (Pakistan for Osama bin Laden, 
January’s Somalia rescue). 

When Defense Secretary Leon E. Panetta introduced the 
Obama administration’s new strategic guidance he made his 
first point that “the military will be smaller and leaner, but it 
will be agile, flexible, rapidly deployable and technologically 
advanced. It will be a cutting-edge force.” 

Read: Special Forces. 
Panetta went on to say the United States would have “an 

adaptable and battle-tested Army... capable of defeating any 
adversary on land... But at the same time we will emphasize 
Special Operations forces.” 

When it comes to funding, which is the proof of the 
pudding within the Defense Department, Panetta warned the 
services would face reductions, but when he discussed 
protecting budgets — and in some cases increasing funding — 
“our investments in Special Operations forces” topped the list. 

If there is any doubt about where President Obama is on 
the question, just look at the symbolism from Jan. 24 — it 
wasn’t lost on the military. 

With Special Operations Commander Adm. William 
McRaven sitting next to first lady Michelle Obama in the 
House gallery, Obama strolled into the chamber to present the 
State of the Union speech and stopped by Panetta to whisper, 
“Good job tonight.” It was a reference to the Special Forces 
rescue hours earlier of American Jessica Buchanan and Poul 
Hagen Thisted, a Danish citizen, who were being held by 
Somali pirates. 

The collaborative nature of Special Forces operations is 
an element often overlooked. Two days after Obama’s 
congratulations to Panetta, Adm. James A. Winnefeld Jr., vice 
chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, pointed out that element 
in the Somalia rescue. 

“We had Air Force aircraft, Army aircraft, Navy SEALs, 
and it was very, very well executed,” he told reporters. “The 
helicopters that pulled those hostages out of that camp were 
Army helicopters,” he also noted, emphasizing that despite 
planned reductions, the Army is going to assume roles in 
Special Forces regional engagements after Afghanistan. 

Special Forces Command (SOCOM) has been growing 
exponentially since 2001, when after Sept. 11, President 
George W. Bush gave it responsibility for planning and 
conducting worldwide counterterrorism operations for the 
Defense Department (DoD). In 2008 that was expanded to 
include worldwide training and assistance planning for allies 
to meet the threat of terrorist networks. 

In 2009, Special Forces units were working in 60 
countries. Today they are in, or rotating in and out of, more 
that 100 countries. A Jan. 11 Congressional Research Service 
(CRS) report put SOCOM’s size at “about 60,000 active duty, 
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National Guard and reserve personnel from all four services 
and DoD civilians.” That is up from some 35,000 in the late 
1990s. 

At a House Armed Services Committee hearing Sept. 22, 
McRaven referred to the tripling of SOCOM’s budget since 
the Sept. 11 attacks. Its fiscal 2012 budget, at $10.4 billion, 
was up 7 percent from 2011 and will be larger in the 2013 
budget. And while $3.3 billion of fiscal 2012 was in the 
overseas war account, primarily for Afghanistan, the plan is to 
move much of that into the new core budget. 

McRaven also noted SOCOM’s annual personnel growth 
of 3 to 5 percent . One estimate puts SOCOM at 70,000 by 
fiscal 2015. However, as the CRS report points out, while 
DoD is willing to add more people and missions, “there are 
limitations on expansion because of stringent qualifications 
and training standards.” 

The Marine Corps was an original holdout against Special 
Forces. Corps opponents had argued, according to one internal 
Marine report, that it would be “an elite force within an elite 
force.” That changed in 2005 when it agreed to establish the 
Marine Corps Special Operations Command (MARSOC), with 
the provision that it would only consist of 2,500 Marines who 
would be assigned for just five years. 

That number has already been increased 44 percent to 
provide combat and service support capabilities, and while the 

Marine Corps itself faces reductions over the next five years, 
those reductions will not come from MARSOC. 

McRaven previewed his command’s growing role in the 
revised national strategy during his Capitol Hill appearance in 
September, but few realized it. He spoke of Special Forces in 
Afghanistan carrying out both counterterrorism raids and 
village stability operations. He also forecast that “the projected 
conventional force drawdown in Afghanistan through 2014 is 
increasingly dependent upon significant SOF [Special 
Operation Forces] presence.” 

He talked of Special Forces “engaging and influencing 
key populations [elsewhere in the world], empowering local 
host nation forces, and increasing capability through partner 
development, all contributing to locally led defeat of threats.” 

“These forces,” he said, “are changing the global 
conditions that enable responsible local solutions to the violent 
extremism, insurgencies, and criminal enterprises threatening 
the national sovereignty and economic prosperity needed for a 
stable and peaceful future.” 

To me, McRaven’s words embody the Obama Defense 
Department’s new way of looking at warfare. The first test of 
this approach is coming in the next few months. It won’t be in 
Afghanistan, Iran or Syria, but rather on Capitol Hill as 
legislators carry on their own form of warfare over the 
Pentagon’s fiscal 2013 budget. 
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51. Pressuring Bahrain 
The U.S. undermines its policy toward Syria with its actions elsewhere in the Mideast. 
(WASHINGTON POST 07 FEB 12) 

The Obama administration and other Western 
governments have rightly lambasted Russia and China for 
blocking action by the U.N. Security Council on Syria. The 
government of Vladi-mir Putin is particularly culpable for 
propping up the regime of Bashar al-Assad: In addition to 
vetoing a Security Council resolution, it has been supplying 
Damascus with weapons. In contrast, though it suffered a 
diplomatic defeat, the United States will ultimately reap the 
benefit of siding with the Syrian people. As President Obama 
said in a searing statement Saturday, by rejecting the regime 
and its criminal brutality “we stand for principles that include 
universal rights for all people and just political and economic 
reform.” 

For that stance to be effective, however, it must be 
consistent across the region. After all, quite apart from 
democratic principles, the Obama administration has a 
strategic interest in overturning the Assad government, which 
is Iran’s closest Middle East ally. Its tough position there 
won’t mean as much unless it is also applied to Arab states 
that are allies — including those that stand with the United 
States on Iran. 

That’s why U.S. policy in the Persian Gulf emirate of 
Bahrain continues to be disturbing. In some respects, the year-
old conflict in that island nation is the inverse of Syria’s: A 
Sunni ruling family and elite is battling a disempowered Shiite 
majority. The same Sunni Arab states that demand a 
“democratic transition” in Syria have sent troops to Bahrain to 
help ensure the regime’s survival, while Shiite Iran, which has 
given military support to the Assad regime, is calling for 
democracy for Bahrain. 

Bahrain’s repression of its protesters isn’t comparable to 
Syria’s: Some 40 deaths have been recorded in the island 
emirate, compared to 7,000 or more killed by Mr. Assad. The 
ruling al-Khalifa family has also done more to reach out to the 
opposition, including appointing an independent commission 
to report on abuses by the security forces and recommend 
reforms. However, the regime has yet to offer meaningful 
power-sharing with the Shiite opposition, much less 
democracy. A number of opposition leaders remain 
imprisoned. And near-daily clashes between security forces 
and protesters have been growing worse, even as the Feb. 14 
anniversary of the popular uprising approaches. 

The United States has exceptional influence in Bahrain, in 
part because the U.S. Navy’s 5th Fleet is based there. But the 
Obama administration has mostly refrained from using that 
influence. It tried to go forward with a $53 million arms sales 
package last year until it met stiff resistance in Congress. Now 
the State Department has disclosed that the administration is 
releasing “previously notified equipment needed for Bahrain’s 
external defense and support of 5th Fleet operations,” 
including spare parts. 

A statement said that the administration was “maintaining 
a pause on most security assistance for Bahrain pending 
further progress on reform.” Nevertheless, the transfer of any 
military aid now sends the wrong message, both to the Khalifa 
regime and to the region. U.S. criticism of Russia for 
continuing to arm the Assad regime will sound more credible 
when American military aid to Arab allies engaged in 
repression comes to a complete and unambiguous halt. 
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52. Remember The Men Of The USS Mason 
(BATTLE CREEK (MI) ENQUIRER 04 FEB 12) ... James J. Smith 

Everyone has heard of the brave black Army aviators 
known as the Tuskegee Airmen, and rightfully so. Their 
exploits are simply amazing considering what they had to 
overcome in the air, fighting enemy planes, and on the ground, 
fighting racism. As heroic as these '"Red Tails" were (be sure 
to see the movie), there was another group of black World 
War II veterans that deserves recognition, the all-black crew 
of the ship the United States Mason. 

Commissioned on March 20, 1944, the USS Mason DE 
529 was called "Eleanor's folly," referring to first lady Eleanor 
Roosevelt, who advocated strongly for desegregation in all the 
armed forces. The Mason was small, fast and heavily armed. It 
had to be for the job it was built to do. Its purpose was to 
protect convoys of ships from German submarines and their 
torpedoes. Destroyer escorts like the Mason were like 
shepherds protecting the flocks from the wolves, the flocks 
being slow-moving convoys of ships, the wolves being 
German U-boats. 

The Mason was an experiment by the Navy to prove that 
blacks could not be "real Sailors" entrusted with 
responsibilities and with a commitment to duty. In short, the 
Mason was set up to fail by the United States Navy! During 
that time the only thing blacks were allowed to be in the Navy 
were stewards, serving white officers coffee and cleaning up 
after them. One of the reasons, but not the only reason, for this 
racist thinking was based on a study conducted by the Army 
War College in 1925. The study concluded that, "Blacks 
lacked intelligence, ambition and courage to serve in the 
prominent positions within the U.S. military." 

The 160-member all-black crew of the Mason, with six 
white officers, blew that racist garbage out of the water. They 
not only learned how to operate the newest technology of the 
day - radar, sonar and radio - they mastered it. The first and 
the only warship in WWII with an all-black crew was now 
ready to prove to the Navy, America and the world that she 
was up for the challenge. 

Called the worst storm of the North Atlantic in the 20th 
century, the Mason was assigned to escort a convoy of ships 
with help from the British. Thirty days of high winds and 
waves left several vessels sunk. Convoy commander 
Commodore Alfred Lind said it would have been worse had it 
not been for the Mason being sent ahead to guide. 

The sea got so rough it split the deck of the Mason, 
causing concern the ship could break apart. The crew sprang 

into action and welded the split and avoided that danger, but 
they still had to deal with the sea and all her wrath. They 
continued on to land, only to find out they had to turn around 
and go back out to get the rest of the convoy because the help 
they were supposed to get from the British wasn't coming. The 
British Navy couldn't handle the weather and the stormy seas, 
but he men of the Mason could and did! 

The flagship, which carries the commander of a fleet, 
received the signal from the Mason that she was here and gave 
the message to Commodore Lind. They told him a ship had 
been sighted. He said, "What ship?" "USS Mason, sir," was 
the reply. 

The commodore said, "She made it?" "Yes, sir," was the 
reply. 

The commodore was so impressed with the crew of the 
Mason in showing courage and skill to navigate through that 
storm that he placed the entire convoy under the Mason's 
protection and said, "She can escort us all in." 

Because of her performance under adverse conditions, 
Commodore Lind recommended the crew for letters of 
commendation, as did the captain of the Mason, "Big Bill" 
Blackford, as he was known to his men. 

The commendations never came for obvious reasons: The 
black crew of the Mason had just proven the Naval hierarchy 
wrong on every level and now they're up for commendations? 
No way was that going to happen during that time. 

Years later, as is often the case with racist acts, this wrong 
was corrected under President Bill Clinton's administration. 
The USS Mason finally received her due; the men of the 
Mason got their commendations and the recognition they 
deserved for a job well done. 

On June 5, 2003, the newly commissioned USS Mason 
DDG 87 made a port call at New York to honor the WWII 
veterans who helped make it possible for blacks to be on the 
crew as enlisted men and officers. Like the Tuskegee airmen, 
the men of the Mason blazed a trail and made it possible for 
all those who followed to be where they are today. 

The story of the Mason was made into a movie in 2004 
called "Proud," starring the late Ossie Davis. It's a must-see 
DVD for anyone who likes seeing the human spirit triumph. 
To the men of the USS Mason DE 529, one word - 
outstanding! 

James J. Smith is a lifelong Battle Creek resident, a 
freelance writer and a poet. 
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BBLLOOGGSS::  
53. EXCERPTS FROM BLOGS AROUND THE WORLD 
(PUBLISHED 03 – 06 FEB 12) 

 
Strategic Direction to the Joint Force by General 

Martin E. Dempsey Chairman from Chairman’s Corner 
(DoD Live), February 6 

The past 10 years have been some of the most challenging 
in our military’s history. Our service members and their 
families have endured every hardship and met every challenge 
with courage and dignity throughout. 

The responsibility for defending our nation is one we 
have proudly carried for centuries. As we examine how the 
past 10 years have affected our military, the Joint Force faces 
three points of transition which will test our leadership and 
shape our future: the transition from two large land wars to a 
complex security environment with many challenges, the 
transition from abundant to constrained resources, and, as our 
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active force shrinks in size, the transition of many service 
members and families into civilian life. 

In October, I published my Letter to the Joint Force, 
which outlined four focus areas as we face the future. 

These focus areas will guide us through the transitions: 

 Achieving our national objectives in our current 
conflicts 

 Developing a Joint Force for 2020 

 Recommitting ourselves to the Profession of Arms 

 Keeping faith with the Military Family 

As a follow up, I’ve just released my Strategic Direction 
to the Joint Force. This document goes into greater detail of 
the key efforts in each of our focus areas. Read these with a 
critical eye and ask yourself what you can do to contribute to 
these efforts and make them better. 

I invite you to comment here on my blog, my Facebook 
page or on Twitter. Share your thoughts with me on how we 
can improve the Strategic Direction and together address the 
needs of our future. 

 
USNA Ship Selection Night by Adm. J. C. Harvey, Jr. 

from U.S. Fleet Forces Command Blog, February 3 
Last night, I attended Ship Selection night for the First 

Class Midshipmen at the Naval Academy who had earlier 
selected surface warfare for their service selection. It was a 
real privilege to participate in the event, 39 years after I made 
my own service selection. I was joined by VADM Hunt and 
VADM Miller and we were all extremely impressed (and 
inspired!) by the motivation and excitement of these young 
men and women as they made the very important decision on 
where to begin their shipboard careers. 

On the board were warships in every homeport and of 
every ship class. Where possible, representatives from some 
ships were present for the selection. Each selecting 
Midshipman walked to the board when called up according to 
his or her order of merit in the Class of 2012, picked their 
choice of ship from the board and proudly displayed their 
selection to the audience (who often responded with loud 
cheers!). Whether the decision was based on ship class, 
homeport, prior experience on a midshipman cruise, or to 
simply share the experience with classmates on the same ship, 
each Midshipman made the choice that was right for him or 
her. 

The first selection off the board was USS MOMSEN 
(DDG 92) homeported in Everett, Washington and homeports 
of San Diego and Japan were definitely popular. But I know 
that each of these future officers will thrive and excel aboard 
their selected ship. In all, over 280 members of the Class of 
2012 selected their ships yesterday. At the end of November, 
the other members of the class had received their service 
selections. 344 chose Naval Aviation, 272 selected USMC, 
140 opted for Submarines, and 44 were selected for Special 
Warfare or Special Operations, with the remaining 
Midshipmen selecting medical school, intelligence, civil 
engineering, or information warfare communities. 

When it was my turn to speak to the group of future 
Surface Warfare Officers, I talked to them about Commodore 
Stephen Decatur and the comments he made to his wardroom 
officers aboard the Frigate USS UNITED STATES as they 
headed off to war with Great Britain in the War of 1812. 

Commodore Decatur is prominently featured at the Academy, 
and his capture of the Royal Navy Frigate, HMS 
MACEDONIAN, is commemorated by the Macedonian 
Monument at the end of USNA's Stribling Walk. That 
monument is one of many reminders around the yard about the 
history of the War of 1812, but over time we lose awareness of 
the humanity that formed the basis for those monuments. 
People become paintings and plaques, but they were not so. 
They laid their lives on the line. When Decatur spoke to his 
crew, he did not speak to them of seamanship or tactics. What 
he desired from them was courage, both physical and moral. I 
reminded the Midshipmen that the same sort of challenge is 
ahead of them. As they sail their ships into harm's way, much 
will be asked of them. There is no place we sail today that is a 
benign environment. We need them to be ready from day one 
of their tour. 

When I spoke with these young men and women last 
night I saw the same determination Decatur sought in his 
wardroom of officers so many years ago. It was a strong 
reminder to me that our traditions are strong and we have the 
finest Sailors in the world. And I know that the future Surface 
Warriors I visited with on this important day in their career 
will BE READY! 

Congratulations Class of 2012 – I was honored to share 
your evening with you and I am very proud to serve with you! 

View Gallery (4 Photos) 
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Excellence on Shore. Excellence at Sea by Rear Adm. 

Joseph Tofalo from Commander Submarine Forces Blog, 
February 6 

Rear Admiral Joseph Tofalo is Commander, Submarine 
Group TEN. 

Team Kings Bay has already hit the decks running in 
2012, and I wanted to highlight a few of the recent 
accomplishments and recognize some of our local Sailors and 
commands. 

Naval Submarine Base, Kings Bay recently placed first in 
the Large Shore Command category of the Health, Safety and 
Fitness Flagship awards for calendar year 2011. USS 
Maryland (SSBN 738) Blue received an honorable mention in 
the Small Sea Category. The award is sponsored by the Naval 
Education and Training Command (NETC), and recognizes 
commands with the best overall community service programs 
teaching and encouraging individuals, especially youth, to lead 
healthy and active lives. 

USS Florida (Blue and Gold) and USS Alaska (Blue and 
Gold) won the Battle Efficiency (Battle "E") award for 2011. 

Four Kings Bay Sailors competed in the Submarine Force 
Atlantic (SUBLANT) Sailor of the Year competition: MM1 
White, USS WEST VIRGINIA, Commander Submarine 
Group Ten (CSG-10) Sea SOY; YN1 Biden, CSG-10 staff, 
CSG-10 Shore SOY; FT2 Blizzard, USS WEST VIRGINIA, 
CSG-10 Sea JSOY; and MM2 Martin, TRF, CSG-10 Shore 
JSOY. 

YN1 Biden was recognized as the 2011 SUBLANT 
Senior Shore Sailor of the Year, and he will represent 
SUBLANT in the Commander, U.S. Fleet Forces Command 
(USFFC) Sailor of the Year competition. The USFFC 
competition will be held in March with other Atlantic Fleet 
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type command winners. FT2 Blizzard was recognized as the 
SUBLANT Junior Sea Sailor of the Year. 

All of these accolades represent well-rounded 
accomplishments, across the board, in numerous aspects of 
support to our submarine force and Kings Bay community. 

As we embark on what will certainly be a great 2012, I 
thank all of you and your families, for your service and 
contributions to our great country and Navy! 

 
Operation Bold Alligator 2012 Underway by Dan 

Lamothe from Battle Rattle (Marine Corps Times), 
February 5 

ABOARD THE AMPHIBIOUS ASSAULT SHIP WASP 
— Greetings from the Atlantic Ocean, where we’re covering 
the largest amphibious exercise on the East Coast since the 
beginning of the Iraq war. 

Bold Alligator 2012 involves at least 14,000 personnel 
from the U.S., France, Great Britain and other countries, and 
at least 25 ships. The majority of them are American, but 
Canada and France have both chipped in with their own 
hardware, as well. 

Conceptually, the forces at sea are currently in the early 
stages of planning an attack on enemy forces from the 
fictional country of Garnet, a common enemy in what military 
officers call the “Treasure Coast” scenario. A mechanized 
Garnetian division has invaded the neighboring country of 
Amber, and is pushing north toward Amberland, which has 
asked for coalition assistance to stop advance. Garnet already 
has mined several harbors and established anti-ship missiles 
on the coastline, military officials said. 

In reality, Bold Alligator will require naval officers to 
think on their feet to develop strategy and defeat their fictional 
enemy. They’ll be tested on how they do, and be forced to 
adapt to real-world changes ranging from scheduling mishaps 
to bad weather. An amphibious raid will be launched from 
several ships and coordinated from the Wasp over the next 
couple of days. 

Exploring the ship, it’s clear that many of the Marines on 
board have been to sea only a few times until Bold Alligator, 
if ever. For example, Sgt. Michael McDaniel told me that he 
deployed with 2nd Assault Amphibian Battalion, out of Camp 
Lejeune, N.C., to Iraq for both the initial push to Baghdad in 
2003 and urban combat in Fallujah in 2004-05. He’s still with 
the unit, and has never participated in an amphibious exercise 
on this scale. 

“We’re down here for quite a few hours every day doing 
maintenance,” he said in Wasp’s well deck, over the clanks, 
scrapes and groans of Marines moving and cleaning vehicles 
and weapons. “As long as we stay on top of maintenance, 
everything should be pretty good.” 

Bold Alligator has significant attention from some of the 
top officers in the Navy and Marine Corps. On board Saturday 
was Adm. Jonathan Greenert, the chief of naval operations; 
Gen. Joseph Dunford, the assistant commandant of the Marine 
Corps; Lt. Gen. John Paxton, commanding general of II 
Marine Expeditionary Force; and Lt. Gen. Dennis Hejlik, 
commander of Marine Corps Forces Command; and Vice 
Adm. David Buss, deputy commander of Fleet Forces 
Command. That’s in addition to Rear Adm. Kevin Scott and 
Brig. Gen. Christopher Owens, who are leading the exercise 
from the Wasp. 

The exercise also has attracted attention in Congress. At 
least four members of the House were here Saturday, 
including Rep. Buck McKeon, R.-Calif., chairman of the 
House Armed Services Committee. 

To the extent possible, photographer Mike Morones and I 
will keep posting updates from the exercise, which we’ll be 
covering for the next several days. As you might expect at sea, 
Internet service has been spotty. However, a “Super Bowl 
Bash” is listed on the ship’s plan of the day Sunday. As a 
Massachusetts native and Patriots fan, that suits me just fine. 

 
Marines, Sailors Take In Super Bowl At Sea by Dan 

Lamothe from Battle Rattle (Marine Corps Times), 
February 6 

ABOARD THE AMPHIBIOUS ASSAULT SHIP WASP 
-– If you’re going to watch your favorite NFL team lose in the 
Super Bowl, it may as well be somewhere interesting. 

That’s the scenario I found myself in last night as I 
continue to cover Bold Alligator 2012, a massive amphibious 
exercise involving at least 14,000 personnel and 25 ships off 
the coast of North Carolina and Virginia. Like many of the 
Sailors and Marines aboard this gator ship, I had accepted 
there was a strong possibility the game wouldn’t be on while 
underway –- only to find out the exact opposite. 

Not only did the Wasp have the Super Bowl, the ship’s 
leadership went out of its way to make sure as many people as 
possible could see it. From the wardroom, to the barber shop, 
to the mess deck, several thousand personnel took a break to 
watch the game, in which the New York Giants beat the New 
England Patriots, 21-17. 

The liveliest place to view the game was the hangar bay. 
A movie theater screen and hundreds of chairs were set up, 
and Marines and Sailors turned it into a concert-like 
environment in which the game and the commercials alike 
received howling cheers and boos. 

The crowd was polarized when it came to sports, with any 
close-up shot of Patriots quarterback Tom Brady or Giants 
quarterback Eli Manning receiving a loud, mixed response. It 
was less so when it came to the commercials, as the raucous 
response to a new ad for the Fiat 500 Abarth showed. It 
depicted a tall, exotic woman flirting with a short, awkward 
man – until he realized he was simply daydreaming. The 
Marines and Sailors howled. 

In the ward room, dozens of officers aboard gathered over 
chicken wings, mozzarella sticks, coffee and soda to watch the 
game on two big-screen TVs. Several foreign officers asked 
questions about the rules of American football, and U.S. 
personnel cheerfully explained. 

As a Massachusetts native, I took all this in with a red 
Patriots T-shirt poking out from underneath my half-zipped 
fleece. A few people noticed, but no one poked fun. They 
understood the draw of the game. 

In the hangar bay, Lance Cpl. T.J. Miller, 20, told me he 
found out he’d be involved in Bold Alligator two days before 
the ships launched earlier this month. A Patriots fan, he 
assumed he’d miss the game for the second year in a row. 

“They told me two days before, ‘Pack your stuff. You’re 
going,’ and I thought it was possible I’d miss it,” the CH-53 
mechanic said. “The signal has gone out twice for about 30 
seconds, but if it happens again I’ll go see what happens in the 
mess deck.” 
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Ah, the signal. Late in the game, it did go out again. 
Shortly after Giants receiver Mario Manningham reeled in a 
spectacular sideline grab that put New York in position to win 
the game, the screens on board went dark. 

“Are you kidding me!” several Marines and Sailors yelled 
in the mess deck, frustrated with the timing. 

The signal came back a few moments later, and stayed 
true through the end of the game. When Giants running back 
fell into the end zone with the game-winning score with about 
a minute to play, much of the hanger bay exploded into cheers. 

Brady’s last desperation heave into the endzone fell to the 
ground a few minutes later, and Giants fans on board erupted. 
A Sailor began blowing a whistle as though it were a musical 
instrument, and a group of Marines and Sailors began jumping 
up and down in celebration. 

Lance Cpl. Alex Ovide, 23, was one of the most 
boisterous. An amphibious assault vehicle crewman from 
Queens, N.Y., he’ll be involved in the amphibious unfolding 
over the next few days, but was glad to watch the game. He 
missed it last year while he was in the field, he said, and didn’t 
know the Wasp would have the game until it was already 
underway. 

“I was just hoping to get a phone call out and find out the 
score,” Ovide said. “There was a rumor mill at first that we’d 
be able to see it, and then it came together.” 

The result of the game, Ovide said, was “simply 
beautiful.” He congratulated the Patriots on a great season, 
knowing that I was a fan. 

“This was great,” he said. “All of us came together, and 
all of the branches of service on board, too. It’s something you 
can really appreciate.” 

I couldn’t agree more. Other than the final score, of 
course. 

 
Critical Curious Thinking - Mary Roach by Bill 

Doughty from Navy Reads (Navy Professional Reading 
Program), February 4 

To misquote Forrest Gump, a book of essays is like a box 
of chocolates. New York Times bestselling author Mary 
Roach’s The Best American Science and Nature Writing 
(2011) (BASNW) is a collection of curious, sweet/tart morsels 
for critical thinkers. 

Like her own works -- Stiff, Bonk, Spook, and Packing 
for Mars -- Roach has fun removing the lid to reveal essays 
about space, time, species, mind and the universe. As a special 
treat, she offers recommendations for Navy Reads readers in 
this blogpost, but more about that in a moment. First, from 
BASNW 2011: 

With help from Stephen Hawking and Leonard 
Mlodinow, we get a goldfish view of the world and reality. 
Other essays deal with chemistry, robotics, fracking and 
fertility. Essays can be read in any order and some can be 
skipped, but I confess to enjoying each one...some more than 
others. 

Jill Sisson Quinn takes us into the forest for an existential 
look at the 8-inch Ichneumon wasps that lay their eggs, 
Aliens-like, into the bodies of wood wasps, even into and 
through tree bark. 

We learn about alcohol poisoning (and poisoning of 
alcohol), invasive species like giant Asian carp and New York 

City coyotes, and the mating habits of Layson albatrosses at 
Kaena Point, Oahu, Hawaii. 

The book features works from such luminary writers as 
Malcolm Gladwell, Jonathan Franzen and Oliver Sacks, 
writing for New Yorker. Works come from Discover, Outside, 
Orion, Wired, Scientific American, Atlantic and other 
magazines. 

Editor of the overall The Best American Series, Tim 
Folger, introduces Roach’s selections with a lament about the 
lack of attention given to science in today’s culture, a view 
shared by critical thinkers who visit a book store and see the 
dwindling size of the science section. (But, I was happy to find 
there were four copies of BASNW at the neighborhood Barnes 
& Noble.) 

Folger discusses the cultural reaction to a historic 
discovery a year ago, Feb. 3, 2011, by the Kepler telescope. 
Kepler revealed 1,235 planets orbiting other stars, doubling 
the number of known planets in our galaxy. [Planet 
Candidates (2,326 as of 2011 Dec 5)] 

That discovery increased the odds of intelligent life 
existing in the cosmos, but because it was made a few days 
before the Superbowl (and perhaps for other reasons), it got 
very little attention. 

Reading about discoveries by scientists and thinking 
about their insights can be as satisfying as watching football 
and eating chocolates. By the way, scientists have found that 
chocolates can be good for you. 

According to Mary Roach, “Make no mistake, good 
science writing is medicine. It is a cure for ignorance and 
fallacy. Good science writing peels away the blindness, 
generates wonder, brings the open palm to the forehead: ‘Oh! 
Now I get it!’” 

A goal of the Navy Professional Reading Program is to 
foster critical thinking. Ancient philosophers, Enlightenment 
giants, military historians and popular science writers, like 
Roach, offer “aha” opportunities to think critically, analyze 
logically and act wisely. 

Ms. Roach sent me her suggested reading list for better 
critical thinking. Her recommendations to Navy Reads: 

 Bad Science, by Ben Goldacre 

 Spook: Science Tackles the Afterlife, by Mary Roach 

 The Demon-Haunted World: Science as a Candle in 
the Dark, by Carl Sagan 

 Paranormality: Why We See What Isn't There, by 
Richard Wiseman 

 The 7 Laws of Magical Thinking: How Irrational 
Beliefs Keep Us Happy, Healthy and Sane, by 
Matthew Hutson 

“If TV were a book,” Roach told me, “I'd put Mythbusters 
on the list.” 

From Roach’s Spook: “In my experience, the most 
staunchly held views are based on ignorance or accepted 
dogma, not carefully considered accumulations of facts." 

 
Thought-Controlled Technology For Wounded 

Warriors from Navy Live, February 2, 2012 
“I’m living off base, I’m driving, [and] I’m living with my 

[infant] son. I’m able to hold him without any open wounds, 
infections,” said Tech Sgt. Joe Delauriers. “Any input I can 
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put into the program, to help them out, and future amputees, 
it’s an honor for me.” 

“Through this revolutionizing project, we’ve worked with 
the greatest manufacturers across the globe to come up with 
modern solutions to loss of an upper limb,” Col. (Dr.) Paul 
Pasquina. 

Big News For Our Wounded Warriors 
A new prosthetic arm – operated by an individual’s 

thoughts – was used by wounded warriors at the Walter Reed 
National Military Medical Center (WRNMMC) for the first 
time Jan. 24. 

With nearly as much dexterity as a natural limb, 22 
degrees of motion, and independent movement of fingers, the 
Modular Prosthetic Limb (MPL) was developed as part of a 
four-year program by the Johns Hopkins University Applied 
Physics Laboratory (APL), along with WRNMMC and the 
Uniformed Services University of the Health Sciences (USU). 

On Jan. 24, Air Force Tech Sgt. Joe Delauriers began 
using the nine-pound device, maneuvering its metallic fingers 
and wrist. 

Four months ago, Delauriers was injured by an IED blast 
in Afghanistan, which caused him to lose both his legs and 
part of his left arm. He said it’s an indescribable feeling to be 
where he is today, thanks to advancements in care. 

“It’s really fun working with the hand and [exciting] to 
see what’s going to be coming in the future,” said Delauriers. 

With an amputee, the nerves traveling down the spinal 
cord are still intact, and they’re still connected to some of the 
muscles in the arm. 

The prosthetic limb is controlled by surface electrodes, 
which pick up electric signals generated by the muscles 
underneath the skin, then convert those patterns in electrical 
signals into a robotic function. 

“What we try to do is pick up the electrical signals of the 
muscles that still exist in the arm and interpret those, convert 
them to a computer signal to then drive a robotic limb,” said 
Col. (Dr.) Paul Pasquina, chief of Orthopaedics and 
Prosthetics at WRNMMC and director for the Center of 
Rehabilitation Sciences at USU. “When an individual is 
thinking about closing their hand, muscles will activate and 
the prosthetic limb will respond accordingly.” 

Pasquina added that he’ll continue his efforts to make this 
technology available to all service members and the 
population at large. 

“The hand in itself is so important in terms of one’s 
independence. Your ability to dress yourself, feed yourself, do 
self-grooming and hygiene is extremely important,” said 
Pasquina. “Many of our injured service members were highly 
functioning, highly independent, had a great amount of 
responsibility. To now find themselves in a situation where 
they have an impairment or disability, that makes them less 
independent is something that not only affects them 
physically, but affects them emotionally. Anything we can do 
to [help] them be more independent and to regain that sense of 
self is something we’re fully committed to doing and very 
excited about the opportunities that this presents.” 

View Photo (JPEG) 
 
 
 

Black History is American History from Navy Live, 
February 6 

The Navy joins the nation in observing African 
American/Black History Month during the month of February. 
Established in 1926 as Negro History Week by Harvard 
historian Dr. Carter G. Woodson and the Association for the 
Study of Negro Life and History (ASNLH), the observation 
was expanded in 1976 by President Gerald R. Ford when he 
declared the entire month of February Black History Month. 
The 2012 Black History Month theme, “Black Women in 
American History and Culture,” underscores the importance of 
celebrating our diversity as a nation. 

 Today more than 123,000 active duty, Reserve and 
civilian members of the Navy Total Force identify 
themselves as African American. 

 The current Navy Total Force includes 22 active and 
Reserve flag officers, 559 active and Reserve master 
chief petty officers, and 17 members of the Senior 
Executive Service who identify as African American. 

“As I look back at my 29 years in our Navy, the changes 
I’ve seen have been dramatic. I truly believe that every Sailor 
who enlists does so now with the knowledge that they can go 
as far as their initiative will take them. Our Navy, and our 
nation, hasn’t always been able to claim that. We must 
continue to learn from those times when we couldn’t claim 
such diversity. We must study those who blazed trails for us 
and continue to honor them for their courage and their 
sacrifice. Black History Month is a perfect time to do that.” 

– Command Master Chief April D. Beldo, 1st African 
American Female Command Master Chief of an Aircraft 
Carrier 

For more information on the history of African Americans 
and their remarkable contributions to the Navy, visit 
http://www.history.navy.mil, which is also a great source for 
events and speeches. 

View Clip (RT: 0:40) 
 
Faces of the Fleet from Navy Live, February 3 
“Faces of the Fleet” takes a look at YOUR Navy 

operating forward. These images represent the greatest Sailors 
in the greatest Navy in the world leading from the deck plates, 
and completing missions around the globe. This is your fleet 
and these are your Sailors! Hooyah, Navy!! 

 Electricians Mate 3rd Class Zach Duffey assigned to 
Riverine Command Boat 803 from Riverine 
Squadron (RIVRON) 2 mans his watch station while 
conducting security escort operations for ships 
transiting out to sea through the Intracoastal 
Waterway in North Carolina, during Exercise Bold 
Alligator 2012. 

 Airman Recruit Chelsea Heard fuels an F/A-18C 
Hornet from the Golden Dragons of Strike Fighter 
Squadron (VFA) 192 on the flight deck of the 
Nimitz-class aircraft carrier USS John C. Stennis 
(CVN 74). 

 Logistics Specialist 3rd Class Anthony W. Harb cuffs 
Lance Cpl. Karl J. Leitz, a military policeman 
assigned to Combat Logistics Battalion 24 of the 24th 
Marine Expeditionary Unit (24th MEU), during an 
oleoresin capsicum (OC) level two qualification 
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aboard the Whidbey Island-class amphibious dock 
landing ship USS Gunston Hall (LSD 44). 

 Hospital Corpsman Brandon Wicker (left), from 
Taunton, Mass., throws an overhand, right hook 
during a boxing match against Marine Cpl. Darnell 
Price in the bronze-medal bout of the 2012 Armed 
Forces Boxing Championship. 

 Operations Specialist 1st Class Nakisha Joseph, 
assigned to the aircraft carrier USS Harry S. Truman 
(CVN 75), and Carl Simmons, assistant gardener at 
Norfolk Botanical Garden, spread compost around 
rose bushes at the garden. 

 Boatswain's Mate 2nd Class Kenneth Haley speaks to 
the Military Sealift Command fast combat support 
ship USNS Bridge (T-AOE 10) on a hand-held radio 
from the hangar bay aboard the Nimitz-class aircraft 
carrier USS Carl Vinson (CVN 70). 

 Aviation Structural Mechanic 3rd Class Makos 
Chhay performs a turnaround inspection on an MH-
60R Sea Hawk helicopter from the Raptors of 
Helicopter Maritime Strike Squadron (HSM) 71. 

 Aviation Ordnanceman 1st Class Michael Turley, 
assigned to weapons department aboard the aircraft 
carrier USS Harry S. Truman (CVN 75), installs an 
air conditioning unit at Toras Chaim Elementary 
School during a community service project. 

 Damage Controlman Fireman Cameron Michalak 
inventories a pipe patching kit in a repair locker 
aboard the Nimitz-class aircraft carrier USS Carl 
Vinson (CVN 70). 

 Machinery Repairman 2nd Class Will Roberts, 
assigned to the submarine tender USS Emory S. Land 
(AS 39), measures a feeler gauge on a vertical mill in 
the machine shop. 

 Construction Electrician 2nd Class Joshua Guerreiro 
(left), Corpus Christi Project crew leader from Naval 
Mobile Construction Battalion (NMCB) 74, shows 
Chief Builder Eric Van Norman, assigned to 25th 
Naval Construction Regiment (25 NCR), one of the 
rebar frames his crew constructed during a tour of the 
project site. 

 Quartermaster Seaman Adriana M. Scott, assigned to 
the Arleigh Burke-class guided-missile destroyer 
USS James E. Williams (DDG 95), plots the ship's 
position. 

 Culinary Specialist Seaman Brittnie Robbins answers 
questions from a Terao Elementary student at the 
NEX Food Court at Naval Air Facility Atsugi during 
an English practice session. 

View Gallery (13 Photos) 
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This Week in the War of 1812: 
On May 9, 1813, James Bayard was one of three diplomats sent to St. Petersburg, Russia, by President 
Madison to explore an offer by Czar Alexander I and negotiate the end of the War of 1812. In St. Petersburg, 
the British rejected Russia's offer, and Bayard instead travelled to Ghent to engage in direct peace talks. 
Serving as a U.S. representative, Bayard eventually negotiated the Treaty of Ghent even though it did not 
address the issue of the Royal Navy forcing men into service without notice. He returned to the U.S. on July 
31, 1815, and passed away five days later. For more information on the War of 1812, visit 
hhttttpp::////wwwwww..oouurrffllaaggwwaassssttiilllltthheerree..oorrgg// 
 
TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Learning The Independence 
Sailors aboard the littoral combat ship get to wear many hats 
(NAVY TIMES 14 MAY 12) ... Gidget Fuentes 

SAN DIEGO – With its small crew of 40, everyone on the 419-foot USS Independence pitches in during the twice-daily 
“sweeper” cleanings — even the captain. They have to wash their own dirty dishes and trays. Laundry, too. 

 
2. NASSCO Launches Huge Navy Cargo Ship 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 06 MAY 12) ... Gary Robbins 

One of the largest shipbuilding programs in local history ended with a big splash Saturday night when the last of 14 cargo ships 
built for the Navy by General Dynamics NASSCO slid into San Diego Bay as 7,000 spectators roared and fireworks arced overhead. 

 
3. Next Amphib To Be Named Tripoli 
(NAVY TIMES 04 MAY 12) 

The next big-deck amphibious assault ship that will carry Marines and their combat equipment will be called Tripoli, Navy 
Secretary Ray Mabus announced Friday. 

 
4. 2012 EOD Memorial Ceremony Honors Fallen Warriors 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 06 MAY 12) ... Ensign Elizabeth Allen and Ed Barker, Naval Education and Training Command Public 
Affairs 

EGLIN AFB, Fla. -- Multiple service chiefs were on hand to help commemorate fallen Explosive Ordnance Disposal (EOD) 
warriors in a solemn ceremony at the Kauffman EOD Training Complex on Eglin Air Force Base, May 5, where the names of 18 
fallen EOD warriors were added to the memorial's wall. 

 
5. Team Navy/Coast Guard Gets Pep Talk From ASN, MCPON 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 04 MAY 12) ... Lt. Tom Gordy and Lt. Michael Fallon, Chief of Naval Personnel Public Affairs 

COLORADO SPRINGS, Colo. -- Team Navy/Coast Guard was visited by senior Navy leadership for what turned out to be a pep 
rally at the Olympic Training Center in Colorado Springs, Colo., during the 2012 Warrior Games, May 3. 

 
6. Oceana Rodeo Showcases Motorcycle Safety 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 04 MAY 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class P. Turretto Ramos, NAS Oceana Public Affairs 

VIRGINIA BEACH, Va. -- Military motorcycle riders roared their engines May 4, 2012 during the 'Wake the Base Ride' 
beginning at Dam Neck Annex and ending at the main gate park of Naval Air Station (NAS) Oceana. The group ride marked the 
beginning of the Motorcycle Rodeo sponsored by the Safety Office at NAS Oceana. 
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CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
7. Militant Tied To USS Cole Bombing Is Said To Be Killed 
(NEW YORK TIMES 06 MAY 12) ... Eric Schmitt 

WASHINGTON — A senior Qaeda militant in Yemen linked to the deadly bombing of an American warship there in 2000 was 
killed in an airstrike on Sunday, the Yemeni government said, in the latest sign of an escalating American campaign to counter the 
terrorist threat there. 

 
8. Blue Ridge Concludes Cambodia Port Visit 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 06 MAY 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Alexandra Arroyo, USS Blue Ridge Public Affairs 

SIHANOUKVILLE, Cambodia -- Sailors from U.S. 7th Fleet flagship USS Blue Ridge (LCC 19) and Marines assigned to Fleet 
Antiterrorism Security Team Pacific (FASTPAC) completed a port visit to Shihanoukville, Cambodia, May 5. 

 
9. Mission To Manage Marines 
(NORTHERN TERRITORY NEWS (AUSTRALIA) 07 MAY 12) ... Meagan Dillion 

The decision to base U.S. marines in Darwin was a political one--but it is Major General Michael Krause's job to make it happen. 
 

10. CSG-1, Royal Australian Defense Forces Team Up 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 06 MAY 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Rosa A. Arzola, USS Carl Vinson Public Affairs 

USS CARL VINSON, At Sea -- USS Carl Vinson (CVN 70) welcomed six Royal Australian Defense Force (RADF) officers 
aboard, April 29 - May 2, giving them an opportunity to observe a U.S. aircraft carrier in action as the ship continues its deployment in 
the U.S. 7th Fleet area of operations. 

 
11. Makin Island, Iwo Jima Amphibious Ready Groups Turnover Duties 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 06 MAY 12) ... Makin Island and Iwo Jima ARG Public Affairs 

USS MAKIN ISLAND, Gulf of Aden -- The Makin Island Amphibious Ready Group (ARG) and the 11th Marine Expeditionary 
Unit (MEU) were relieved of their duties in the U.S. 5th Fleet area of responsibility (AOR) by the Iwo Jima ARG and the 24th MEU, 
May 5. 

 
12. USS Jason Dunham Takes Part In VBSS Exercise 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 06 MAY 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class William Jamieson, USS Dwight D. Eisenhower 
Public Affairs 

USS JASON DUNHAM, At Sea -- Members of the visit, board, search and seizure (VBSS) team aboard the guided-missile 
destroyer USS Jason Dunham (DDG 109) conducted a simulated boarding of training support vessel Prevail (TSV 1), May 6. 

 
13. U.S. Special Forces Commander Seeks To Expand Operations 
In a sign of shifting Pentagon tactics and priorities, draft plans indicate a push to expand clandestine units 
to fight terrorism and other 'emerging threats' around the globe. 
(LOS ANGELES TIMES 04 MAY 12) ... David S. Cloud 

WASHINGTON — A top U.S. commander is seeking authority to expand clandestine operations against militants and 
insurgencies around the globe, a sign of shifting Pentagon tactics and priorities after a grueling decade of large-scale wars. 

 
14. Lessons Of Iraq Help U.S. Fight A Drug War In Honduras 
(NEW YORK TIMES 06 MAY 12) ... Thom Shanker 

FORWARD OPERATING BASE MOCORON, Honduras — The United States military has brought lessons from the past decade 
of conflict to the drug war being fought in the wilderness of Miskito Indian country, constructing this remote base camp with little 
public notice but with the support of the Honduran government. 

 

GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
15. Defense Minister In Crucial Tour Of U.S. 
Liang's landmark trip expected to defuse South China Sea tension 
(CHINA DAILY 07 MAY 12) ... Cui Haipei and Tan Yingzi 

A landmark visit to the United States by the defense minister will help diffuse the tense situation in the South China Sea, analysts 
said, as the standoff between China and the Philippines continues in waters off Huangyan Island. 
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16. Naval Fleet To Sail Through S. China Sea; Chinese Ship To Call At Kochi 
(PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 05 MAY 12) 

“As part of Long Range Overseas Deployment (LROD) of the fleet, four ships including a tanker will sail through South China 
Sea and Malacca Strait to reach Japan. The ships will make port calls in Malaysia, Philippines, Singapore and Shanghai in China,” 
Indian Navy officials said on Friday. 

 
17. Mixed U.S. Messages In China-Philippine Spat 
(ASIA TIMES ONLINE 05 MAY 12) ... George Amurao 

As the maritime standoff between China and the Philippines enters a fourth week, attention has shifted to what role the United 
States may play in the escalating territorial conflict over a shoal in the South China Sea. 

 
18. U.S. Doubles Military Aid To Philippines 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 04 MAY 12) 

MANILA, Philippines — The United States will double military aid to its ally the Philippines, which is engaged in a prolonged 
maritime standoff with China, the foreign department in Manila said on May 4. 

 
19. F-35 Order Tab Set At $10 Billion 
(KYODO NEWS 05 MAY 12) 

WASHINGTON — Japan will pay an estimated $10 billion (¥802 billion) for its order of 42 F-35 stealth jets at a cost of roughly 
$240 million (¥19.2 billion) per plane, the U.S. Defense Department reported to Congress, revealing price projections for the first 
time. 

 
20. In South Korea, A Small Island Town Takes On The Navy 
The military sees Jeju Island as a strategic spot for a naval base. But the town of Gangjeong wants the island 
and its harbor and coral reefs to stay unchanged. 
(LOS ANGELES TIMES 06 MAY 12) ... Jung-yoon Choi 

JEJU ISLAND, South Korea -- To the South Korean military, this picturesque island is the perfect place to build a naval base: a 
strategic location guarding the country's southern flank from possible invasion. To its residents, its small-town feel, harbor and coral 
reefs make it close to perfect just the way it is. 

 
21. New Pirate Prison In Somalia Aims To Relieve International Overload 
(CNN 07 MAY 12) ... Mike Mount 

Somali pirates captured on the high seas and prosecuted in other countries are now being transferred to a new prison in Somalia. 
It's a significant change for countries combating piracy but are seeing their own jail systems overwhelmed as the U.S. and other 
countries continue to catch and turn over pirates to countries willing to prosecute them. 

 
22. Turkey Capable Of Building Own Navy 
(HURRIYET DAILY NEWS (TURKEY) 07 MAY 12) ... Umit Enginsoy 

ISTANBUL -- Turkey has the capacity to produce 70 to 80 percent of all of its own naval needs and parts, except for submarines, 
says a senior procurement official. 

 
23. Does Turkey Need An Aircraft Carrier? 
(DEFENSE NEWS 07 MAY 12) ... Umit Enginsoy and Burak Ege Bekdil 

ANKARA — The call by the chief of the Turkish Navy for a an aircraft carrier by 2032 has sparked wide-ranging debate about 
whether the country needs the ship to advance its security interests, and if so, if it should be developed sooner. 

 
24. Britain Turns To Annual Budget Planning 
(DEFENSE NEWS 06 MAY 12) ... Andrew Chuter 

LONDON — The United Kingdom is set to ax the annual planning round system it uses as part of its effort to balance defense 
spending. The Ministry of Defence said the process had fallen victim to the wide-scale reforms underway in the department and will 
be replaced with an annual budget cycle (ABC) scheme. 

 
25. Raytheon's SM-3 An Option For German Role In Missile Defense, Admiral Says 
(DEFENSE DAILY 04 MAY 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

The German Navy's fleet of frigates could be upgraded to deploy Raytheon's Standard Missile-3 to participate in NATO's ballistic 
missile defense program if the modifications were approved by the government, Germany's top naval officer recently said. 
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26. Can NATO’s European Members Share Resources? 
(STARS AND STRIPES-05 MAY 12) ... John Vandiver 

STUTTGART, Germany — It all comes down to trust: Trust that shared defense won’t come at the cost of national defense, or 
leave some members of the NATO alliance more vulnerable than others. 

 

PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
27. Team Navy/Coast Guard Rallies During 2012 Warrior Games 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 04 MAY 12) ... Lt. Michael Fallon and Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Katherine Hofman, Chief of 
Naval Personnel Public Affairs 

COLORADO SPRINGS, Colo. -- Team Navy/Coast Guard rallied to win an individual bronze medal in the shooting competition 
May 3, followed by a win over the undefeated Marines volleyball team at the U.S. Olympic Training Center during the third day of the 
2012 Warrior Games competition. 

 
28. Navy Develops Operational Stress Control Mobile Training Teams 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 04 MAY 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Andrea Perez, Navy Personnel Command Public 
Affairs 

MILLINGTON, Tenn. -- Continuing its focus on providing resources for 21st Century Sailors and Marines, the Navy has 
developed two operational stress control mobile training teams (OSC MTT), officials said May 4. 

 
29. Oceana Motorcycle Riders Pledge 'W82TXT' 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 04 MAY 12) ... Cathy Heimer, NAS Oceana Public Affairs 

VIRGINIA BEACH, Va. -- As part of Hampton Roads public service safety campaign, Sailors who are motorcycle riders at 
Naval Air Station (NAS) Oceana and Dam Neck Annex took the pledge to keep themselves safe on the road May 3, whether riding 
their bikes or behind the wheel of a vehicle. 

 
30. Navy Region Northwest Participates In Group Health Commute Challenge 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 04 MAY 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist Seaman Chris Brown, Navy Public Affairs Support Element 
West, Det. Northwest 

SILVERDALE, Wash. -- Members of the Department of the Navy in the Northwest region are participating in the Group Health 
Commute Challenge throughout the month of May. 

 
31. Defense Budget Casualties Light On Civilian Side 
Overhead costs rise quickly 
(WASHINGTON TIMES 06 MAY 12) ... Rowan Scarborough 

The Pentagon’s civilian workforce, which expanded dramatically during President Obama’s first three years, is not facing any 
significant reductions even as the Defense Department is slashing ground troops by more than 10 percent, retiring ships and combat 
planes, and putting off the purchases of some new weapons. 

 
32. Panel To Vote: Shield Vets Spending From Cuts? 
(NAVY TIMES 04 MAY 12) ... Rick Maze 

The House Budget Committee is poised to pass two measures on Monday to avoid across-the-board federal budget cuts in January 
and also restore $8 billion in previously approved defense cuts. 

 
33. DoD Details Civilian Personnel Telework Changes 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 04 MAY 12) ... Jim Garamone 

WASHINGTON – Defense officials announced decisions designed to strengthen telework and make it more attractive to 
supervisors and employees, the deputy assistant secretary of defense for civilian personnel policy said here yesterday. 

 
34. Multiple Arrests In Alleged Sale Of LSD, Ecstacy Near Navy Base 
(NEW LONDON DAY 04 MAY 12) ... Izaskun E. Larrañeta and Karen Florin 

GROTON — A 23-year-old Pawtucket, R.I., man exchanged text messages with a town resident, then headed to Connecticut with 
three others Thursday to deliver a large amount of hallucinogenic drugs, according to police. 

 

FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
35. Navy Accepts Delivery Of Future USS Michael Murphy 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 04 MAY 12) ... Team Ships Public Affairs 

BATH, Maine -- The Navy accepted delivery of the future USS Michael Murphy (DDG 112) today from General Dynamics at 
their Bath Iron Works shipyard. 
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36. JHSV 3 Keel Authenticated 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 04 MAY 12) ... Team Ships Public Affairs 

MOBILE, Ala. -- Austal USA held a keel laying ceremony for Joint High Speed Vessel Fortitude (JHSV 3) at its shipyard in 
Mobile, Ala., May 3, symbolically recognizing the beginning of ship construction. 

 
37. Officials: Budget Cuts Could Endanger War Funds 
(NAVY TIMES 14 MAY 12) ... Rick Maze 

Funding for ongoing military operations in Afghanistan could be slashed by across-the-board budget cuts in January if Congress 
and the White House can’t find a way to avoid sequestration, White House budget officials are warning. 

 
38. Senators Support U.S. Navy Multi-Buys 
(DEFENSE NEWS 04 MAY 12) ... Christopher P. Cavas 

A bipartisan group of six senators has pledged support for an effort to buy an extra submarine and destroyer in 2014 — cuts the 
U.S. Navy said were made for budgetary reasons, but would work with Congress to find ways to restore. 

 
39. Senators Back Adding Sub, Destroyer To Navy Budget 
(DEFENSE DAILY 04 MAY 12) ... Emelie Rutherford 

Six senators are calling on the heads of a Senate panel to follow their House counterparts and bolster support for two major Navy 
shipbuilding programs in the defense budget. 

 
40. Navy Says CANES Network Is 44 Percent Cheaper Than Expected 
(FEDERAL NEWS RADIO 07 MAY 12) ... Jared Serbu 

The Navy says a smart acquisition strategy, including heavy reliance on off-the-shelf technology and frequent competition, has 
resulted in a price tag far below what officials had originally estimated for its huge revamp of shipboard information technology. 

 
41. Senior Official Raises F/A-XX Doubts While Retired USMC Generals Question USN’s F-35 
Commitment 
(FLIGHT GLOBAL 04 MAY 12) ... Dave Majumdar 

WASHINGTON, D.C. -- A senior U.S. Department of Defense official is questioning how the U.S. Navy will fund a next-
generation replacement for the Boeing F/A-18E/F Super Hornet. Meanwhile, retired U.S. Marine Corps flag-officers say that the 
USN's nascent F/A-XX effort demonstrates the service's lack of commitment to the carrier-variant of the Lockheed Martin F-35 Joint 
Strike Fighter (JSF). 

 

BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
42. Clouds Can't Dampen Spirits At Cherry Point Air Show 
(HAVELOCK (NC) NEWS 06 MAY 12) ... Drew C. Wilson 

Mother Nature held back the rain just enough Sunday to allow the third day of the Cherry Point Air Show to go off - with some 
adjustments. 

 
43. Leap Frogs Jump Into Sound Of Speed Air Show 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 06 MAY 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Fletcher Gibson, U.S. Navy Parachute Team Public 
Affairs 

ST. JOSEPH, Mo. -- Members of the U.S. Navy Parachute Demonstration Team, the Leap Frogs, performed at the Rosecrans 
Memorial Airport in St. Joseph, Mo. as part of the annual "Sound of Speed" Air Show, May 5-6. 

 
44. One Day In The Life Of A Nuclear Sub 
(SOUTH FLORIDA SUN SENTINEL 06 MAY 12) ... Kingsley Guy 

I never expected to find myself on board a U.S. Navy, fast-attack, nuclear-powered Los Angeles class submarine while it was 
underway. But you never know what experiences life will toss in your direction, so when an opportunity arose for me to join a group 
of eight other journalists on the USS Dallas for an overnight trip from Port Canaveral to Port Everglades, I jumped at the opportunity. 

 
45. On-Base Families Should Be Able To Choose Public School, Lawmakers Say 
(NAVY TIMES 14 MAY 12) ... Karen Jowers 

Military parents living on base should be able to select which local public school their child attends, a House panel suggests. 
 

46. Larsen Predicts Good Future For Whidbey Island Naval Air Station 
(WHIDBEY (WA) NEWS-TIMES 04 MAY 12) ... Kathy Reed 

U.S. Rep. Rick Larsen is confident in the future of Whidbey Island Naval Air Station. 
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47. Military Kids Find Sesame Street At Oceana 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 07 MAY 12) ... Mike Connors 

VIRGINIA BEACH -- At 2 years old, Zya Howell can't quite grasp why her mother will be in Chicago for the next two months. 
 

48. SUBASE Submarine Learning Center Receives LEED Silver Award 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 05 MAY 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist Seaman Gabriel Bevan, Naval Submarine Base New London 
Public Affairs 

GROTON, Conn. -- Leadership from Naval Facilities and Engineering Command Mid-Atlantic (NAVFAC MIDLANT), Naval 
Submarine Base New London (SUBASE), and the Submarine Learning Center (SLC), celebrated a milestone in SUBASE's 
commitment to a "greener" installation future, May 2. 

 
49. Alameda Navy Base Now A Much-Sought Wildlife Eden 
(SAN FRANCISCO CHRONICLE 06 MAY 12) ... Carolyn Jones 

California least terns are small and endangered, but they're not afraid of mayhem. After all, they nest on airport runways. 
 

NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
50. Panetta Warns Military Over Afghanistan Misconduct 
(NEW YORK TIMES 05 MAY 12) ... Thom Shanker 

WASHINGTON — Defense Secretary Leon E. Panetta warned on Friday that the spate of high-profile episodes of misconduct by 
some troops in Afghanistan not only discredited the entire armed forces, but also damaged America's chances for battlefield success. 

 
51. Panetta Hires NOAA Official As Environment, Energy Adviser 
(GREENWIRE 04 MAY 12) ... Annie Snider 

Defense Secretary Leon Panetta has hired a prominent environmental lawyer and current National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration official to advise him on environmental policy, energy efficiency and other matters. 

 
52. Retired Military Officers Teaching At Ivy League Schools 
(NEW YORK TIMES 07 MAY 12) ... Elisabeth Bumiller 

NEW HAVEN — On a recent evening in a classroom at Yale, Gen. Stanley A. McChrystal held forth for two animated hours on 
the conflicts in Northern Ireland and South Africa, with bits of his own history as the former top commander in Afghanistan thrown in. 
In earlier classes he covered the Bay of Pigs and Vietnam and, as his students tell it, recounted in mesmerizing detail the events in 
“The Runaway General,” the Rolling Stone article that cost him his job. 

 
53. Cutter Fleet Rebuilding Too Slowly, Papp Says 
(NAVY TIMES 05 MAY 12) ... Jacqueline Klimas 

As the Coast Guard’s aging fleet becomes less capable of carrying out its missions, a tight budget is delaying acquisition of two 
cutters seen as crucial to the service’s modernization plans. 

 
54. Psychiatrists Seek New Name, And Less Stigma For PTSD 
(WASHINGTON POST 06 MAY 12) ... Greg Jaffe 

It has been called shell shock, battle fatigue, soldier’s heart and, most recently, post-traumatic stress disorder, or PTSD. 
 

55. Pentagon: Whistleblowers Left Vulnerable 
Pentagon Report Says Defense Department Whistleblowers Have Been Left Vulnerable To Reprisals 
(WASHINGTON POST 06 MAY 12) ... R. Jeffrey Smith and Aaron Mehta 

The Defense Department has inadequately protected from reprisals whistleblowers who have reported wrongdoing, according to 
an internal Pentagon report, and critics are calling for action to be taken against those who have been negligent. 

 
56. Doolittle's Raiders Recall Daring WW II Mission 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 06 MAY 12) ... Sudhin Thanawala 

ALAMEDA, Calif.— Three of Doolittle's Raiders who helped boost American morale during the early days of World War II 
recalled the dangers of their bold bombing attack on Japan mainland. 

 
57. Battle Of Coral Sea Remembered By Veterans, U.S. And Royal Australian Navies In Brisbane, 
Australia 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 06 MAY 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Christopher Farrington, USS Halsey Public Affairs 

BRISBANE, Australia -- More than 50 U.S. Sailors and distinguished guests attended the Australian-American Association 70th 
anniversary of the Battle of Coral Sea commemoration ceremony at Newstead Park in Brisbane, Australia, May 5. 
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58. Could The Navy Ever Build A Flying Aircraft Carrier? 
(INNOVATION NEWS DAILY 05 MAY 12) ... Jeremy Hsu 

Moviegoers can easily recognize flights of fancy when they see the "Avengers" assemble aboard the flying "Helicarrier" aircraft 
carrier in Hollywood's latest superhero blockbuster. But could the U.S. Navy ever build the fantastical military marvel if it wanted a 
flying air base? 

 
59. Iran Lashes Out at Google Maps Over Gulf Nomenclature 
(MASHABLE 06 MAY 12) ... Sam Laird 

Iran is harshly criticizing Google for what it feels is a disrespectful omission in Google Maps. 
 

60. Peter Berg Sinks His Teeth Into 'Battleship' 
An action-packed background helps guide the director into the turbulent waters of the big-budget, board 
game-based film. 
(LOS ANGELES TIMES 06 MAY 12) ... Rebecca Keegan 

ABOARD THE USS SPRUANCE — On a clear, windless morning in January, director Peter Berg climbed from a U.S. Navy 
helicopter onto the deck of this 9,200-ton destroyer steaming north off the coast of San Diego and hurried to the bridge to meet the 
ship's commanding officer, Tate Westbrook. 

 
61. Week In Review Apr. 28, 2012 – May. 04, 2012 
(YOUTUBE 04 MAY 12) ... U.S. Navy 

Welcome to this week's U.S. Navy multimedia production featuring selected images from around the fleet received during the 
week of Apr. 28, 2012 – May. 04, 2012. 

 

OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
62. Naming Navy Cargo Ship For Chavez Honors His Remarkable Achievements 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 04 MAY 12) ... Richard Griswold del Castillo & Rita Sanchez 

The U.S. Naval Ship Cesar Chavez will be launched today, May 5, christened in honor of the man who became an internationally 
known labor and civil rights leader and who has inspired generations of youth with his nonviolent philosophy of self sacrifice for 
others. 

 
63. So Much Said About Littoral Combat Ship, Yet Much Is Still Misunderstood 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 06 MAY 12) ... Sam LaGrone 

The Independence, the second of the Navy’s new littoral combat ships, arrived last week at its home port of San Diego. At least 
16 littoral ships eventually will call San Diego home, including the Freedom, which arrived in 2010. 

 
64. Devils Get Their Due 
(NEW YORK DAILY NEWS 06 MAY 12) ... Editorial 

No one is more reviled, no one is the object of a greater passion for the execution of retribution, than Khalid Sheikh Mohammed, 
proudly admitted architect of 9/11. 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Learning The Independence 
Sailors aboard the littoral combat ship get to wear many hats 
(NAVY TIMES 14 MAY 12) ... Gidget Fuentes 

SAN DIEGO – With its small crew of 40, everyone on the 
419-foot USS Independence pitches in during the twice-daily 
“sweeper” cleanings — even the captain. They have to wash 
their own dirty dishes and trays. Laundry, too. 

And everyone assigned to the littoral combat ship’s crew 
also juggles several jobs, often far outside their rating and 
normal assignments. 

Such is the way of life for a crew member on the Navy’s 
newest class of ships. The fledgling community of “hybrid 
sailors” is learning to operate a new kind of ship and figuring 
out how to work together as a much thinner crew while also 
tackling more technical skills and physical demands than they 
faced on traditional ships. 

It’s challenging, tough duty. “You have to change your 
mindset from a normal Navy ship,” said Culinary Specialist 
1st Class (SW) Tenica Nerestant, 36. “It’s a golden 
opportunity.” One moment Nerestant is in the galley cooking a 
meal, and the next she’s running to the flight deck to land a 
helicopter. She’s also the “Baby Doc,” one of three on the ship 
trained as a first responder to help the ship’s “Doc,” an 
independent duty corpsman, handle casualties. LCS duty “is 
just so versatile, and it challenges you every day, so you don’t 
get complacent at all,” said Nerestant, who joined the Navy 10 
years ago. Nerestant, one of six women in the crew, is also the 
ship’s barber, and she’s trained in hazardous material 
handling. “There’s a slew of different jobs and duties that I 
have, and those are just a couple that I have,” she said, adding, 
“There’s opportunity to advance.” Next training on tap: 
Forklift school. 

For many in Independence’s Gold Crew, the past year has 
been an exercise in learning a different way of going out to sea 
and being part of a ship’s crew. For some, there’s an initial 
shock of the transition. “I wasn’t as prepared as I thought I 
was,” said Information Systems Technician 1st Class 
(SW/AW) Gina Myers, 34, whose prior sea tour was aboard 
the destroyer Shoup. 

When Myers first reported to Independence, "I thought, 
wow. This will be interesting." Aboard a year already, " I am 
still learning about this ship and how it works,” she said, 
standing watch on the quarterdeck inside the ship’s cavernous, 
foil-lined mission bay. 

“We have a lot of opportunity,” she said. Already she’s 
qualified as the combat systems manager and is trained to 
operate the boat davit and wear the “hot suit” on the flight 
deck during helicopter operations. She also earned her 
qualifications as combat systems officer of the watch. 

“It’s definitely a place to branch out; a little bit 
overwhelming at times,” she said. “The stress level is a little 
high, but it works out.” She credits the tight-knit crew, noting, 
“It’s never a question of whether they’ll help you.” Weekly 
picnics help motivate sailors and keep the crew connected. 

Just a few days after reaching the ship’s homeport of San 
Diego on May 2 for the first time, the Gold Crew prepared to 
turn over Independence to the Blue Crew. After a few weeks 
for vacation and leave, “then we’ll start training,” said Cmdr. 
Gerald R. “Jerry” Olin, commanding officer of 
Independence’s Gold Crew. 

The Navy ultimately plans to have three crews for every 
two ships, one of which will be forward-deployed. 

The shipboard routine is just as busy for sailors attached 
to the warfare module detachments. “The missions are harder, 
but it also gives the ability for somebody to stand out,” said 
Mineman 1st Class (SW) Kevin Harris, of Rancho 
Cucamonga, Calif. “We do mineman jobs, operations 
specialist, culinary specialist. We get a better chance to get our 
hands into all portions of the Navy, so we can really see 
what’s going on. 

“On a legacy ship, you have your job and you do your 
job, and that’s it,” said Harris, who previously served on the 
minesweepers Dextrous and Champion. “It’s so radically 
different the way we operate here than a regular ship.” 

Return to Index 
 

2. NASSCO Launches Huge Navy Cargo Ship 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 06 MAY 12) ... Gary Robbins 

One of the largest shipbuilding programs in local history 
ended with a big splash Saturday night when the last of 14 
cargo ships built for the Navy by General Dynamics NASSCO 
slid into San Diego Bay as 7,000 spectators roared and 
fireworks arced overhead. 

The launch of the Cesar Chavez wrapped up an 11-year, 
$6.2 billion effort to improve the Navy’s ability to deliver 
supplies and ammunition across the globe. The last time 
NASSCO built more vessels for the Navy was during the early 
1970s, when it constructed 17 landing ships. 

Saturday’s launch also appears to have made maritime 
history. The 689-foot Cesar Chavez apparently will be the 
final large vessel in the U.S. to ride the ways — or support 
rails — into the water. NASSCO, the last major shipyard still 
using the practice, plans to simply float future vessels into the 
bay to save time and money. 

“I am feeling a lot of emotion tonight. I feel very proud,” 
said Helen Chavez, widow of the farm worker turned labor 
and civil-rights leader. 

“Cesar Chavez was a great American, and this ship is a 
fitting tribute to his life and achievements,” said Rear Adm. 
David Lewis, who oversees shipbuilding for a variety of Navy 
vessels. 

The launch focused attention on NASSCO during a time 
when the company is trying to land new work to replace the 
Navy cargo-ship construction. 

The last major shipbuilder on the West Coast is now 
building the first of three Mobile Landing Platform ships, a 
new type of Navy auxiliary vessel. The shipyard also might 
get a contract for a fourth MLP, but it has been struggling to 
land new contracts to build large commercial ships to 
complement its Navy ship repair program. 
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NASSCO President Fred Harris said he’s “cautiously 
optimistic” that the company will receive one or more 
contracts to build large commercial cargo ships by the end of 
the year. Such work would stabilize employment at NASSCO, 
which has 3,200 workers, and lead to modest growth in 2013. 

“Do I have a contract in hand? Not yet,” Harris said. “Am 
I working with shipowners? You bet. Do I think I will have a 
commercial contract shortly? You bet.” 

The shipyard has gone through many ups and downs since 
it opened as California Iron Works in 1905. The yard did 
especially well during World War II, building barges for the 
Army. After those contracts ran out, the company, which 
changed its name to National Steel and Shipbuilding Co., or 
NASSCO, in 1949, switched to mainly building tuna seiners 
and shrimp boats. 

The military returned as a primary customer in the mid-
1950s; NASSCO spent years building tugs and cargo and 
passenger ships for the Army. But the company also 
diversified, winning contracts to build large oil and cargo 
tankers for the commercial sector. By 1997, NASSCO grew to 
have 5,500 workers. A year later, it was acquired by General 
Dynamics. 

The company’s fortunes seemed particularly bright a 
decade ago. NASSCO had started building 14 Lewis and 
Clark-class dry cargo ships for the Navy, and it had won 
contracts for nine commercial tankers. But four of those 
tankers were canceled, forcing the yard to downsize. 

The Lewis and Clark program also got off to a rough start, 
mainly because the company had to start building the ships 
before the final designs had been drawn. That led to setbacks 
that were resolved by Harris, who devised a way to 
standardize the construction. Soon, NASSCO was winning 
praise for the efficiency with which it built the ships from the 
Navy, and the company is seen as a valuable employer. 

The economic impact of the program wasn’t just internal. 
The hundreds of outside companies that work with NASSCO 
have also profited. 

One of those firms — specialty contractor Performance 
Contracting Inc. — added 275 employees just to perform the 
work that the program created for it, former owner Pat Fulton 
said. On the flip side, the end of the line has led to layoffs for 
more than 100 workers at Performance Contracting. 

“It accounted for a sizable growth in our overall 
company,” Fulton said. “It was one of the largest contributors 
to the growth of PCI over the last 10 years.” 

NASSCO employees who have been with the company 
since the cargo ship program began said they are experiencing 
a range of emotions now that the line has been completed. All 
are proud of their work, particularly with how they quickly 
overcame the defects in the early ships. 

“I definitely have a sense of pride that I was able to be a 
part of building these ships,” said Angel Zepeda, 36, a Barrio 
Logan native who has worked at NASSCO for 16 years and 
has risen to become an assistant superintendent. “These ships 
are going to travel to every corner of the world at one point or 
another. They’re going to help the less fortunate, and they 
support our military forces.” 

Others are sad that an era has come to an end. 
“I wish we had a longer contract with these ships,” said 

Dino Miras, 61, a mechanical outfitter who worked 33 years at 
NASSCO. “We love these ships. It was a great contract.” 

Jesus Rojas, 38, an 18-year veteran and second-generation 
employee of the company, said many of the workers are 
pleased that the last ship has been named after Cesar Chavez. 
Rojas, a steel manager who calls his work area “the heart of 
NASSCO,” is one of about 2,000 Latino workers in the 
shipyard. 

“As a Latino, it is gratifying to see one of my own 
recognized,” Rojas said. “But what is most important is that 
Cesar Chavez was a human-rights advocate, and everyone 
should be proud, regardless of color or nationality.” 

Sidebar: Lewis And Clark-Class Dry Cargo Ships 
Notable Operations: 

• The Sacagawea rescued 10 Iraqi citizens from a 
sinking coastal tanker in the Central Persian Gulf in 
2008 

• The Alan Shepard provided immediate humanitarian 
support to residents of Alamagan and Agrihan, South 
Pacific islands that were devastated by a super 
typhoon in 2009 

• The Sacagawea provided food, supplies and 
humanitarian assistance cargo to U.S. Navy ships 
during the response to a major earthquake that 
devastated Haiti in 2010 

• The Lewis and Clark provided underway 
replenishments to ships of the Peleliu Amphibious 
Ready Group in the Arabian Sea as they supported 
humanitarian relief efforts in Pakistan in the wake of 
epic monsoons in 2010 

• The Charles Drew provided humanitarian assistance 
and civic assistance in the Pacific Ocean and Far East 
during Pacific Partnership 2011 

• The Matthew Perry delivered more than 200 pallets 
of humanitarian and disaster relief cargo to guided-
missile destroyer McCampbell during Operation 
Tomadachi, the relief efforts in Japan following 
devastating tsunamis in 2011 

• The Carl Brashear and Richard E. Byrd provided 
additional support to U.S. Navy ships during 
Operation Tomadachi in 2011 

• The Alan Shepard served as a staging platform for 
Marines to train in real-world visit, board, search and 
seizure during exercise Valiant Shield 2010, which 
was held off Guam and the Republic of Palau. The 
exercise tested the U.S. military’s ability to detect, 
locate, track and engage enemy forces at sea 

• The Wally Schirra and the Alan Shepard participated 
in Cooperation Afloat Readiness and Training, a 
multinational cooperation and interoperability 
exercise with dive familiarization training in 
Indonesia, Philippines and Singapore in 2011 
Talisman Sabre 2011 

• The Robert E. Peary served as a sea-based platform 
for Marine takeoff and landing of the MV-22 Osprey 
loaded with supplies during Bold Alligator 2012, the 
largest amphibious exercise in a decade 

View Clip (RT: 1:01) 
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Broadcast Clip - USNS Cesar Chavez Christened, 
Launched 

(KGTV ABC SAN DIEGO 06 MAY 12) MaryAnn 
Martinez 

The Navy's newest ship was christened Saturday evening 
on Cinco de Mayo in honor of the late Mexican-American 
labor leader Cesar Chavez. 

With the crack of a champagne bottle, Chavez's widow 
christened the USNS Cesar Chavez. 

Those assembled in the General Dynamics NASSCO 
shipyard near Barrio Logan on Saturday cheered as the cargo 
ship slipped into the harbor, but the naming almost did not 
happen. 

Initially, the Chavez family did not want the ship named 
after the migrant worker advocate since he believed in non-
violence. They agreed after learning the ship will be used to 
take carry supplies like food to other ships. 

View Clip (RT: 3:06) 

Broadcast Clip - Naval Ship Dedicated To Cesar 
Chavez 

(KNTV NBC SAN JOSE 06 MAY 12) Diana Guevara 
Nearly a year and a half in the making, the USNS Cesar 

Chavez is ready to set sail. 
The Navy ship being dedicated and named after the late 

civil rights leader, which will be given it's official send off this 
weekend in southern California. 

Following naval tradition, the family of the late civil 
rights leader arrived in San Diego on Friday for their very first 
tour of the ship. All 80 members of Chavez’s family came 
aboard the ship, including all six of his children and the labor 
leader’s widow. 

Paul Chavez, Cesar’s son, said he is in awe of the ship. 
“I didn't really anticipate how big it was going to be,” he 

said. “But…it's breathtaking.” 
View Clip (RT: 2:06) 
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3. Next Amphib To Be Named Tripoli 
(NAVY TIMES 04 MAY 12) 

The next big-deck amphibious assault ship that will carry 
Marines and their combat equipment will be called Tripoli, 
Navy Secretary Ray Mabus announced Friday. 

The ship, LHA-7, will be the third to carry the name of 
the Battle of Derna in 1805 — the first time Marines fought on 
foreign soil. 

“USS Tripoli and the proud heritage the name represents 
will be an inspiration for generations of sailors and Marines 
who serve aboard and those who come in contact with her, 
reminding all the freedoms our Navy protects are as vital 
today as they were centuries ago,” Mabus said. 

The Tripoli is next in line for construction and will share 
similar features of amphibious assault ship America, LHA-6. 
Now under construction, America has a larger hangar deck 

and expanded stowage, maintenance space and aviation fuel 
storage to support more aircraft, including the F-35B Joint 
Strike Fighter. It also will have the same “green” energy-
efficient gas turbine propulsion plant and electrical systems as 
amphibious assault ship Makin Island, LHD-8. 

The other ships that bore the name Tripoli were an escort 
carrier that fought in the Atlantic during World War II and an 
amphibious assault ship that earned nine battle stars, a 
Meritorious Unit Commendation and a Navy Unit 
Commendation for service in Vietnam. During the Persian 
Gulf War in 1991, the amphibious ship struck a moored Iraqi 
mine, and the ensuing explosion ripped a hole below the water 
line. The ship was repaired and went on to carry Marines the 
following year to Somalia. 
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4. 2012 EOD Memorial Ceremony Honors Fallen Warriors 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 06 MAY 12) ... Ensign Elizabeth Allen and Ed Barker, Naval Education and Training Command Public 
Affairs 

EGLIN AFB, Fla. -- Multiple service chiefs were on hand 
to help commemorate fallen Explosive Ordnance Disposal 
(EOD) warriors in a solemn ceremony at the Kauffman EOD 
Training Complex on Eglin Air Force Base, May 5, where the 
names of 18 fallen EOD warriors were added to the 
memorial's wall. 

Gen. Norton Schwartz, Air Force Chief of Staff, was the 
guest speaker for the event, and Adm. Jonathan Greenert, 
Chief of Naval Operations, presented a flag flown over the 
EOD Memorial to each of the families of Navy EOD 
technicians whose names went up on the wall at the ceremony. 

"This 43rd annual EOD Memorial Ceremony was an 
opportunity for the joint service EOD community to 
appropriately honor our fallen EOD technicians and recognize 
the sacrifices of their families," said Lt. Cmdr. Rudy Schoen, 
executive officer of Naval School Explosive Ordnance 
Disposal (NAVSCOLEOD). "This year we added to the EOD 
Memorial wall the names of five Army, five Marine, three 
Navy, and five Air Force EOD technicians who made the 
ultimate sacrifice while serving our nation." 

The event is sponsored by the EOD Memorial 
Foundation, a nonprofit organization established in 1969 and 
dedicated to honoring the legacy of fallen EOD warriors by 
providing for the maintenance and upkeep of the memorial at 
Eglin. Hosted by NAVSCOLEOD, all preparations were 
coordinated and executed by staff volunteers from all four 
services at the school as well as members of the foundation. 

"Thank you for your selfless sacrifice," Schwartz said. 
"You provided such deeply personal meaning to the service of 
your loved ones. We will forget neither their courage and self-
sacrifice, nor the price that continues to be paid-that will 
always be paid-by those whom they left behind. Your loved 
ones' commitment to making the world a safer place inspires 
us all, and their sacrifice strengthens our lasting commitment 
to that enduring ideal." 

The additions this year bring the total names on the wall 
to 287 EOD technicians who have died in the line of duty 
since 1942, 110 of them since September 11, 2001. 

"Their legacy is simple, it is sacrifice --they gave the 
ultimate sacrifice for their country. It is also a lesson that 
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freedom isn't free," said Greenert. "We will never forget the 
service and sacrifice of these warriors and their families. You 
are all in our thoughts and prayers." 

The EOD Memorial Foundation funds the memorial's 
maintenance and assists EOD families with scholarships and 
travel expenses to and from the annual memorial ceremony, 
according to Foundation President Dan Tompkins. 

Oversight and management of the EOD School is the 
responsibility of the Navy, with joint-service manning by the 
Army, Marine Corps, Navy, and the Air Force. The school's 
mission is to train officer and enlisted personnel in the best 
methods of detection, identification, render safe, and disposal 
of explosive ordnance and related devices. 

The school's Commanding Officer, Capt. Joseph Polanin, 
noted that reading the names placed on the wall at the annual 
memorial is a sobering reminder that EOD technicians risk 
their lives every day at the tip of the spear. All of the fallen 

warriors added to the wall in this year's ceremony received 
their training at the EOD School at Eglin. 

"Today we honor the eternal memory and ultimate 
sacrifices of 18 fallen EOD technicians while recalling the 
bravery of all our courageous heroes. Their selfless acts of 
valor saved countless lives," said Polanin. "Their indomitable 
spirit will live on in the hearts of those who follow them." 

The EOD Memorial was originally built by EOD 
technicians in Indian Head Md., the location of the first EOD 
School. The memorial was relocated to the Kauffman EOD 
Training Complex when the school moved to its present 
location in 1999. The new memorial incorporates elements of 
the original in recognition of its history. 

NAVSCOLEOD, located on Eglin Air Force Base, Fla., 
provides high-risk, specialized, basic and advanced EOD 
training to more than 2,200 U.S. and partner nation military 
and selected U.S. government personnel each year. 
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5. Team Navy/Coast Guard Gets Pep Talk From ASN, MCPON 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 04 MAY 12) ... Lt. Tom Gordy and Lt. Michael Fallon, Chief of Naval Personnel Public Affairs 

COLORADO SPRINGS, Colo. -- Team Navy/Coast 
Guard was visited by senior Navy leadership for what turned 
out to be a pep rally at the Olympic Training Center in 
Colorado Springs, Colo., during the 2012 Warrior Games, 
May 3. 

Team Navy/Coast Guard was visited by senior Navy 
leadership at the Olympic Training Center in Colorado 
Springs, Colo., during the 2012 Warrior Games, May 3 and 
4th. 

The team was visited on May 3, by Assistant Secretary of 
the Navy for Manpower and Reserve Affairs Juan Garcia III; 
Master Chief Petty Officer of the Navy (SS/SW) Rick West; 
and on May 4, by Vice Chief of Naval Operations (VCNO) 
Admiral Mark Ferguson on May 4th. 

Garcia discussed how Navy Safe Harbor and the Warrior 
Games are an important element of the Department of the 
Navy's 21st Century Sailor and Marine initiative, which 
encourages a culture of health and wellness in the fleet. 

He also thanked the Sailors, Coast Guardsmen and their 
families for their service and sacrifice to our nation. 

"History will show that the group I'm looking at here 
today is part of the future's next greatest generation," said 
Garcia. "Once you're part of this team, that's a relationship that 
won't be broken. I've seen you grow. I've seen you overcome. 
Hopefully, you athletes and your families know that the best 
days of your life are ahead of you." 

"We are on this team together," said West. "To quote 
Babe Ruth, 'The way a team plays as a whole determines its 
success. They may be the greatest bunch of individual stars 
together, but if they don't play together, then the club wouldn't 
be worth a dime.' I am darn proud of you out there. Never give 
up. There is nothing you can't do." 

The team cheered "Hooyah!" in response to his 
enthusiasm. 

Ferguson met with the Navy-Coast Guard team to 
congratulate them on their performance during the Warrior 
Games and to thank them for serving as a model of 
perseverance and hard work for Sailors and Coast Guardsmen 
around the world. 

After shaking each of the athlete's hand and awarding 
each a challenge coin, VCNO told the group "their great 
sacrifice to the defense of our country will never be 
forgotten." 

"These games are an opportunity to empower and thank 
you, our great warriors, while emphasizing and focusing on 
your capabilities not disabilities," said Ferguson. 

VCNO wrapped up his two-day visit to the games by 
presenting medals to Navy-Coast Guard team members who 
distinguished themselves during Saturday's swimming events. 

The 35 warrior athletes are participating as Team 
Navy/Coast Guard, sponsored by Navy Safe Harbor, the Navy 
and Coast Guard's wounded warrior support program, a key 
component of the Department of the Navy's 21st Century 
Sailor and Marine initiative. 

The initiative is meant to maximize Sailor and Marine 
personal readiness, build resiliency and hone the most combat-
effective force in the history of the Department of the Navy. 

The Warrior Games, hosted by the U.S. Olympic 
Committee's paralympics military program, provides an 
opportunity for wounded, ill, and injured service members to 
participate in competitive sports against members of other 
branches of service. 
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6. Oceana Rodeo Showcases Motorcycle Safety 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 04 MAY 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class P. Turretto Ramos, NAS Oceana Public Affairs 

VIRGINIA BEACH, Va. -- Military motorcycle riders 
roared their engines May 4, 2012 during the 'Wake the Base 
Ride' beginning at Dam Neck Annex and ending at the main 
gate park of Naval Air Station (NAS) Oceana. The group ride 

marked the beginning of the Motorcycle Rodeo sponsored by 
the Safety Office at NAS Oceana. 

"We get a lot of riders from NAS Oceana, Dam Neck and 
Norfolk together for this event at the beginning of the riding 
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season to remind these guys to ride safe," said Dave Ruhl, 
safety specialist and motorcycle safety coordinator for NAS 
Oceana and organizer of the event. "Every man and woman is 
important to the Navy. Operational readiness is affected when 
we lose Sailors. That's what we're here to prevent." 

The overall purpose of the Motorcycle Rodeo is to 
encourage riders of all experience levels to create a positive 
peer pressure to get the training available through the Navy 
Safety Office, wear proper personal protective equipment 
(PPE) and mentor less seasoned riders. 

"I became a CMC because the most important thing to me 
in the Navy is our Sailors, our people and our families and 
there's nothing more important than making sure they do this 
[ride motorcycles] safely. We lose so many Sailors to 
motorcycle accidents, this requires leadership to be out here 
and show how important this is," said NAS Oceana Command 
Master Chief Bill Smalts. 

While the motorcycle rodeo is designed to bring riders 
together to encourage a safe riding environment, it's also fun. 
The rodeo includes events like the slow-speed race and the 
cone-weaving race, as well as a bike contest. Many of the 
riders come just to see all the other bikes, and this year, about 
150 riders came out for the rodeo. 

"A lot of them [younger riders] I think look up to our 
experienced riders and those who have been riding for a long 
time. That causes them to want to ride and they get out here 
and see that mentorship and that leadership and peer pressure 
is a big deal," said Smalts. 

All Sailors who ride motorcycles must complete the 
Navy's Basic Rider Course (BRC) to ride on base and out in 
town. 

"If people have the training, then less people will have 
mishaps. This year we have had a significant drop in 
motorcycle fatalities compared to 2008," said Lt. Cmdr. 
Richard Stafford, Strike Fighter Squadron (VFA) 106's 
command motorcycle safety representative as well as the 
motorcycle mentorship coordinator. "Getting out the word and 
exposing people to other people that are abiding by the rules 
and abiding by the training is valuable because it makes 
mentors available to new riders. Everyone here is doing the 
right thing. This is a positive use of peer pressure." 

Motorcycle safety representatives (MSR)s play an 
important role at the command level to make sure that service 
members who ride motorcycles receive the proper rider safety 
training. MSRs also track and document each rider's progress. 
Sailor's are subject to disciplinary action if they fail to meet 
the safety requirements established by the Navy. 

Depending on the type of motorcycle the rider chooses, 
additional training may also be required, as well as refresher 
courses, every three years. Also available through the Navy 
Safety Office are the experienced rider course (ERC) and 
military sport bike rider (MSRC) course. 

"The training we provide makes Sailors knowledgeable of 
the risks, so they can manage those risks and stay safe. I 
expect Sailors to walk away from my course with a sincere 
desire to grow old and be able to watch their children grow," 
said John Gifford, Region Traffic Safety Instructor at NAS 
Oceana. 
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CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
7. Militant Tied To USS Cole Bombing Is Said To Be Killed 
(NEW YORK TIMES 06 MAY 12) ... Eric Schmitt 

WASHINGTON — A senior Qaeda militant in Yemen 
linked to the deadly bombing of an American warship there in 
2000 was killed in an airstrike on Sunday, the Yemeni 
government said, in the latest sign of an escalating American 
campaign to counter the terrorist threat there. 

The Yemeni authorities said the militant, Fahd 
Mohammed Ahmed al-Quso, 37, who has been on the F.B.I.’s 
Most Wanted Terrorists list in connection with the bombing of 
the Navy destroyer Cole that killed 17 Sailors in October 
2000, died in the strike in Shabwa Province in one of the 
rugged tribal areas controlled by insurgents. 

The Yemeni Embassy here in Washington described him 
as “a leading figure in the terrorist organization Al Qaeda in 
the Arabian Peninsula,” using the affiliate’s full name. 

Yet even as Yemeni officials were announcing Mr. 
Quso’s death, American officials said they needed a few days 
to confirm what they said was a drone strike and any 
casualties. Because so many of Al Qaeda’s senior leaders in 
Pakistan have been killed or captured, including Osama bin 
Laden, the Qaeda affiliate in Yemen is considered by 
American counterterrorism specialists to be the one posing the 
most immediate threat. 

Al Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula “continues to be Al 
Qaeda’s most active affiliate, and it continues to seek the 
opportunity to strike our homeland,” John O. Brennan, 

President Obama’s chief counterterrorism adviser, said in a 
speech last week. “We therefore continue to support the 
government of Yemen in its efforts against AQAP, which is 
being forced to fight for the territory it needs to plan attacks 
beyond Yemen.” 

If confirmed, the death of Mr. Quso would eliminate not 
only one of the organization’s most visible spokesmen but also 
one of Al Qaeda’s most important targets because America 
has hunted him for so long. The State Department had offered 
a $5 million reward for information leading to his capture or 
conviction. 

The strike on Sunday also underscored increasing 
cooperation in counterterrorism between the United States and 
the government of President Abdu Rabbu Mansour Hadi, who 
succeeded Ali Abdullah Saleh in February. 

“President Hadi is not only making promises, but 
delivering on them,” Mohammed Albasha, the Yemeni 
Embassy’s spokesman, said after Mr. Quso’s death was 
announced by the Yemeni government. 

Before the strike, the C.I.A. and the military’s Joint 
Special Operations Command were known to have carried out 
at least 29 air and missile strikes inside Yemen since 
December 2009, according to the Long War Journal, a Web 
site that tracks drone strikes in Pakistan and Yemen. Nearly 
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half of those strikes in Yemen have been in the last two 
months, it said. 

In the last month alone, the White House gave the C.I.A. 
and the military broader authority to carry out drone strikes in 
Yemen. The policy shift allows strikes against militants who 
may be plotting attacks against the United States but whose 
identities might not be fully known, an authority that already 
exists in Pakistan. Previously, America focused on a list of 
known leaders of the Qaeda affiliate in Yemen. 

In yet another indication of the United States’ concern, 
two senior military officials said that the Pentagon was 
dispatching dozens of military trainers to Yemen, resuming a 
program for the country’s counterterrorism forces that was 
suspended last year when many troops abandoned their posts 
or were summoned to Sana, the capital, to help support the 
tottering Saleh government. 

The United States mounted a manhunt for Mr. Quso after 
he was indicted in Federal District Court in the Southern 
District of New York in the Cole bombing on Oct. 12, 2000. 
American officials said Mr. Quso had planned to tape the 
bombing from a hill above the harbor of Aden, where the 
destroyer was docked, and to use the tape to recruit terrorists. 
It was not clear whether such a tape was made. 

Mr. Quso, who escaped from a jail in Yemen in 2003, was 
trained in terrorist camps in Afghanistan. “He’s certainly a 
significant figure, but he’s not at the very top of Al Qaeda in 
Yemen,” Gregory Johnsen, a Princeton scholar who closely 
tracks militants in Yemen, said in a telephone interview. 

A spokesman for Ansar al-Sharia, a Qaeda-linked group 
in south Yemen, confirmed Mr. Quso’s death in a phone 
interview, and said that an American drone had carried out the 
strike. The spokesman, who goes by the name Abu Hajer, said 
that one other man was killed in the attack. Reuters reported 
that the two men were traveling by car when they died. 

Militants from Al Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula started 
to use the name Ansar al-Sharia last year when the group 
began to take over territory in Yemen’s south while the 
government was preoccupied with a political crisis in Sana. 
The breadth of the connection between Ansar al-Sharia and 
the main Al Qaeda leadership in Pakistan is disputed. 

Despite the death last September of Anwar al-Awlaki, an 
American-born cleric and Qaeda leader, in a drone strike in 
Yemen, the extremists have gained increasing power, battling 
Yemeni security forces throughout the south, and increasing 
United States concerns that another plot from Yemen could be 
hatched. 

The Qaeda affiliate in Yemen was responsible for an 
attempt to blow up a jetliner over Detroit on Dec. 25, 2009, as 
well as a plan to blow up American cargo planes using printer 
cartridges packed with explosives. 

In a recent speech, President Hadi spoke more severely 
against the terrorist organization. “The real battle against the 
terrorist Al Qaeda organization has yet to begin and will not 
end until we have eradicated their presence in every district, 
village and position,” he said. 
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8. Blue Ridge Concludes Cambodia Port Visit 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 06 MAY 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Alexandra Arroyo, USS Blue Ridge Public Affairs 

SIHANOUKVILLE, Cambodia -- Sailors from U.S. 7th 
Fleet flagship USS Blue Ridge (LCC 19) and Marines 
assigned to Fleet Antiterrorism Security Team Pacific 
(FASTPAC) completed a port visit to Shihanoukville, 
Cambodia, May 5. 

The visit helped demonstrate the U.S. Navy's commitment 
to sustaining a strong relationship between the two militaries. 

For more than 30 years, Blue Ridge has maintained a 
presence in the Southeast Asia region by strengthening allied 
ties through community service (COMSERV) projects and 
conducting joint military exercises with neighboring nations, 
like Cambodia. These port visits are a tangible symbol of the 
U.S. commitment in the region and continued interest in 
ensuring a climate for regional stability and the desire to 
bridge economic prosperity. 

Blue Ridge crewmembers took the opportunity to 
experience the culture and meet people in the local 
community. 

"I enjoyed my time here," said Culinary Specialist 
Seaman Robert Zobel. "The food and the nightlife were great." 

The crew took their involvement in the community to 
another level by volunteering at COMSERVs and giving their 
time to children's homes and schools. Sailors visited nearly 
200 children from the Sihanoukville Providence and M'Lop 
Topang children's educational and social services program 
organization. 

"We had the chance to relive childhood and realize that no 
matter what the background of an individual is, children are all 

the same. The 7th Fleet Band performed and we played games 
with the kids," said Lt. Donald Baker, Blue Ridge chaplain. 

Some of the COMSERV volunteers paid a visit to a local 
university as well. 

"Visiting the university was my favorite part," said Baker. 
"I taught a short theology class to the university students." 

The ship's Morale, Welfare and Recreation (MWR) 
committee offered a variety of tours including snorkeling, 
visits to nearby towns, and a visit to Angkor Wat, the largest 
Hindu temple complex in the world. 

"I feel grateful that I had the chance to visit Angkor Wat. 
Not many people get the opportunity to visit that magical 
place," said Information Specialist 2nd Class Dexter Balitang. 

The visit provided one Sailor the opportunity to meet with 
distant relatives and visit the country where his family's roots 
began. 

"I was really excited that we were pulling into my birth 
country," said Yoeman 2nd Class Kimhong Sar. "It was unreal 
to know I have a half-brother in another country, who I have 
never met before, and was getting the chance to finally 
connect with him and my father-in-law because of this port 
visit." 

Cambodian nationals were not the only ones who paid 
attention to the Sailors and Marines during the visit. Foreign 
business owners took notice as well. 

"It made me feel very proud to be an American when I 
saw how well Sailors and Marines interacted with locals," said 
Andrea Lee, an American restaurant owner residing in 
Cambodia. "You're all so nice and you have a great reputation 
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in town for being polite and generous to the local population. Thank you so much for all that you do for us." 
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9. Mission To Manage Marines 
(NORTHERN TERRITORY NEWS (AUSTRALIA) 07 MAY 12) ... Meagan Dillion 

The decision to base U.S. marines in Darwin was a 
political one--but it is Major General Michael Krause's job to 
make it happen. 

The modest soldier is the most qualified man for the job. 
He has more than 30 years’ experience in the army, spanning 
all corners of the globe — from the Middle East, to the West 
and back Down Under. 

He said Darwin was his favourite place to be a soldier and 
having a U.S. presence in the Top End was a "tremendous 
opportunity". 

But he had one message for the concerned and critical — 
Australia is not going to be played by the superpower. 

"We hold all the strings and I think that’s very important 
going forward," he said. "We have looked very closely at this 
and we have done this deliberately. 

"But we can only make it work if it’s done with Darwin, 
not in spite of Darwin." 

Maj-Gen Krause has spent six years in the Territory with 
three two-year stints during his career. 

He was one of 250 soldiers to be posted to Darwin when 
Robertson Barracks, near Palmerston, was first established in 
1993. It took six years for the talented soldier to return to the 
Top End. 

He was in charge of the Second Cavalry Regiment, that 
specialises in armoured reconnaissance. 

And he came back a final time — to head the barracks he 
helped to establish. 

He was brigade commander in 2008 and 2009. "When we 
first got up here, there were soldiers who threatened to get out 
of the army if we didn’t move them from Darwin," he said. 

"But now there’s soldiers threatening to get out if we 
move them from Darwin. It’s a defence city — it gets defence, 
it understands defence and it understands the need to support 
our soldiers." 

His latest role is to oversee the U.S. presence in Darwin 
as up to 2500 marines get rotated through the city in the next 
five years. "We will do that very slowly," Maj-Gen Krause 
said. "A vast majority of Darwinians probably won’t see a 
marine." 

He said 200 marines were rotated out of Hawaii and into 
the Territory earlier this year with a further 200 expected to 
arrive next year. "The Government has given an indication 
that it is happy to consider up to a total of 2500 marines — but 
nothing is firmly set in stone," he said. "It’s not as if the trains 
are at the station." 

It was one American station in particular that helped Maj-
Gen Krause understand their organisation — Quantico. He 
was shifted from the NT to the U.S. marine base near the 
capital, Washington DC, for two years. 

"I came straight from Darwin so it was interesting to go to 
a place with snow on the ground," he said. 

But the soldier said it was all work and no play as he 
helped the marines with their "amphibious capabilities" — 
warfare carried out on both land and water. 

He said this was at a time when the U.S. was going back 
into Iraq. "I had two particular roles — I helped train 
battalions before they went in," he said. 

"But I also helped develop their amphibious capabilities 
further by bringing their new equipment online. 

"We looked at how it would be used in a war fighting 
role. So I helped them develop that — it was a fascinating 
time." 

But Maj-Gen Krause’s "toughest" gig was serving in 
Afghanistan. "I was given a role that an Australian had not 
done since World War II," he said. 

"I had a whole campaign to plan, not just the Australian 
side but the whole thing. "So that was tough. 

"I had 260 planners from 23 countries working for me and 
we were responsible for the plan last year and this year. The 
plan was to defeat the Taliban." 

Maj-Gen Krause said: "There was a lot of fighting going 
on, I was in the middle of a war, which by nature is a horrible 
thing." 

But he said the team was "very confident" it had defeated 
the Taliban and had stopped the Islamist militants from re-
taking any of Afghanistan’s major cities. "What we’ve done, 
importantly, is transfer the security and responsibility to the 
Afghan forces," he said. "They have got strengths that we 
don’t— it’s their home." 

Maj-Gen Krause said the level of security in the wartorn 
country would stay the same but with fewer coalition troops. 

During his 12-month posting in Afghanistan the veteran 
soldier missed one important mission back in Canberra — his 
daughter completing Year 12. 

"It’s a credit to my family that they not only managed to 
survive without me but actually prosper," he said. 

His daughter, Renata, 18, is now enrolled at the 
Australian National University studying psychology, and son, 
Johnathan, 14, is "majoring in sport and computer games". 

He said their success was a credit to his wife Jacqui. 
Maj-Gen Krause has a family history with the defence 

forces. His father and grandfather both fought in World War 
II. "My father fought as a very young man, as a 14-year-old in 
Germany at the end of the war," he said. 

"He doesn’t have very good memories of that. And I don’t 
tell many people this — my grandfather was in the Royal 
Australian Air Force. 

"But I’m the only one who did it as a profession." 
As for the U.S. presence in Darwin, Maj-Gen Krause says 

there are "two tracks" to the plan. 
"One was the marines coming here," he said. 
"But I have also been asked to look at options for 

increased training with the U.S. Air Force. We will take those 
options back to Government." 
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10. CSG-1, Royal Australian Defense Forces Team Up 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 06 MAY 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Rosa A. Arzola, USS Carl Vinson Public Affairs 

USS CARL VINSON, At Sea -- USS Carl Vinson (CVN 
70) welcomed six Royal Australian Defense Force (RADF) 
officers aboard, April 29 - May 2, giving them an opportunity 
to observe a U.S. aircraft carrier in action as the ship continues 
its deployment in the U.S. 7th Fleet area of operations. 

Royal Australian Navy (RAN) officers Lt. Cmdr. Michael 
Jagger, Lt. Daniel Boettger, Lt. Stephen Blume, Lt. Liam 
Walters; and Royal Australian Air Force (RAAF) Lts. John 
Micuvand Chad Myles, have since participated in various 
simulated battle scenario exercises alongside Vinson and 
embarked Carrier Air Wing (CVW) 17 Sailors. 

Blume and Walters are both fighter controllers in the 
RAN, equivalent to a U.S. Navy air intercept controller (AIC). 
They participated in flight operations by assisting Vinson's 
AICs in the ship's Combat Direction Center, controlling live 
aircraft and communicating tactical maneuvers for air defense. 

"When they go back to their ships, they are going to take 
some of the duties some of our cruisers [conduct] now for 
future joint exercises - [which is to] assist our aircraft carrier 
in communicating with our fighters where unidentified aircraft 
[are located]," explained Strike Group Air Intercept Control 
Supervisor Chief Operations Specialist Greg Glaeser, assigned 
to CVW-17. "Our fighters then find, identify and evaluate that 
unknown air contact to later determine what actions to take." 

Glaeser said the Australians' transition to working 
Vinson's flight operations was seamless. 

"They are very knowledgeable. They definitely know 
their job," Glaeser said. "Some pilots who participated in the 
flying events mentioned they performed an outstanding job." 

Blume said this experience has increased his professional 
knowledge on a broader scale. 

"This is the greatest thing that could have happened to me 
this year so far," Blume said. "It was something new for me." 

Walter explained since the RAN does not currently 
operate aircraft carriers, the opportunity to participate in flight 
operations while out to sea is a rare one. 

"We gain experience by working with the U.S. Navy, 
swapping techniques and just learning from each other," 
Walters said. "What better way to build relationships within 
our navies than to train together? We fight wars together, why 
not train together?" 

Micu and Myles are air combat officers in the RAAF who 
conduct airborne early warning missions. They run the 
mission equipment and use radars to communicate with pilots. 

Myles explained although they do not perform their job 
while out to sea, the knowledge they acquired from Carrier 
Airborne Early Warning Squadron (VAW) 125 will help them 
assist the RAN from their position on the shore. 

"We do a lot of work with our navy and the U.S. Navy, as 
well. I work in an airborne commanding control platform," 
Myles said. "We are used to working with agencies from other 
countries." 

Meanwhile, Jagger and Boettger, both meteorology 
operations officers, primarily worked in the Meteorology 
Room training Vinson Sailors to understand the region's 
weather dynamics, specifically dynamics surrounding 
Vinson's southern transit toward Australia. Jagger noted a 
numerical model is necessary in order to make weather 
predictions in the region due to a lack of real-time observation 
systems. 

"There are slight differences between all these programs, 
and you can take different approaches to solving the weather. 
Our model is just for our (Australian) region. We successfully 
tweaked it over the years to give the best performance in terms 
of weather prediction," he said. "We are providing high-
resolution models of what's happening in terms of wind, swell 
data, long-range forecasting, and then the U.S. Navy can 
compare it to their models back home and have the option to 
scale it." 

U.S. Navy Lt. Cmdr. Mike Svatek, assigned to Carrier 
Strike Group (CSG) 1 as a staff meteorology and 
oceanography (METOC) officer, worked closely with Jagger 
and Boettger. He explained their assistance and training in 
providing weather forecasting and oceanographic data not 
only helped out Sailors onboard, it also built closer 
partnerships within both the naval services. 

"If there were real-world operations where partnership 
was required, the RADF are already tuned into our battle 
rhythm," Svatek said. "They understand what is expected, 
such as chain-of-command reporting, [and] briefing schedules. 
Therefore, they can coordinate their information-sharing with 
us and us with them. This understanding highlights the value 
of timely and accurate information sharing to the decision-
making process and, ultimately, to mission accomplishment." 

"We never pass up an opportunity to work with the 
United States Navy," Jagger added. "This experience allowed 
us to understand how you guys work, operations-wise, and 
vice versa." 

Return to Index 
 

11. Makin Island, Iwo Jima Amphibious Ready Groups Turnover Duties 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 06 MAY 12) ... Makin Island and Iwo Jima ARG Public Affairs 

USS MAKIN ISLAND, Gulf of Aden -- The Makin 
Island Amphibious Ready Group (ARG) and the 11th Marine 
Expeditionary Unit (MEU) were relieved of their duties in the 
U.S. 5th Fleet area of responsibility (AOR) by the Iwo Jima 
ARG and the 24th MEU, May 5. 

The Makin Island ARG deployed Nov. 14, 2011 and 
conducted maritime security operations, theater security 
cooperation engagements, and multiple bilateral military 
exercises with regional partners within the U.S. 5th Fleet 
AOR. 

"I could not be more pleased with the hard work and 
dedication from every Sailor and Marine," said U.S. Navy 
Capt. Donald R. Cuddington, commander, Amphibious 
Squadron (PHIBRON) Five. "Each individual's outstanding 
professionalism and dedication to their training during our 
pre-deployment phase and through this deployment 
contributed greatly and was the key to the overall success of 
the Makin Island ARG and 11th MEU team." 

Following the turnover, Makin Island ARG will depart 
the U.S. 5th Fleet AOR and return to their homeport of San 
Diego. 
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"As I look back, every ship had some challenges either 
before or during this deployment; however, each ship met 
every challenge or every mission with great commitment and 
determination to succeed," said Cuddington. "I would say the 
key to our success was, that the blue-green team always 
focused on the mission first. It was never a blue mission or a 
green mission. It was our mission." 

The Makin Island ARG is comprised of PHIBRON Five, 
with detachments from Tactical Air Control Squadron 
(TACRON) 11, Fleet Surgical Team (FST) 5, Helicopter Sea 
Combat Squadron (HSC) 23, Beach Master Unit (BMU) 1, 
Assault Craft Unit (ACU) 1 and ACU 5. 

The ships that make up the Makin Island ARG are San 
Diego-based amphibious assault ship Makin Island, 
amphibious transport dock ship USS New Orleans (LPD 18) 
and amphibious dock landing ship USS Pearl Harbor (LSD 
52). 

The 11th MEU major subordinate elements consist of 
Battalion Landing Team 3/1, Marine Medium Helicopter 
Squadron (VMM) 268 (Reinforced) and Combat Logistics 
Battalion (CLB) 11. 

"The 11th Marine Expeditionary Unit has completed 
every task and exceeded expectations in supporting both U.S. 
Central Command and U.S. Navy Forces Central Command as 
a forward deployed Marine air-ground task force," said Col. 
Michael Hudson, 11th MEU's commanding officer. "The 
Marines and Sailors have continuously demonstrated the 
flexibility and adaptability of the Navy and Marine Corps 
team as they hit every pitch. This journey started over a year 
ago, during pre-deployment training and we leave here now 
proud of what we have accomplished. 

"As we begin our voyage home to our friends and 
families in Southern California, we know that the 24th MEU, 
who is relieving us, is well led, trained and ready to take the 
next watch as America's forward deployed force," Hudson 
added. 

The Iwo Jima ARG includes PHIBRON Eight, with 
detachments from TACRON 21, FST 4, HSC 22, BMU 2, 
ACU 2 and ACU 4. ARG ships include Norfolk-based 
amphibious assault ship USS Iwo Jima (LHD 7), amphibious 
transport dock ship USS New York (LPD 21) and Joint 
Expeditionary Base Little Creek-Fort Story-based amphibious 
dock landing ship USS Gunston Hall (LSD 44). 

This is the maiden deployment for USS New York (LPD 
21), built with seven-and-a-half tons of steel from the World 
Trade Center, symbolizing sacrifice while having the watch 
being forward deployed. 

"We've been working hard to prepare for our new duties 
in our new theatre, as we recently completed exercise African 
Lion off the coast of Morocco shortly after departing for 
deployment, and we are looking forward to getting work done 
in the U.S. 5th Fleet AOR," said U.S. Navy Capt. Mark H. 
Scovill, commodore, PHIBRON Eight. 

Embarked with the Iwo Jima ARG is the 24th MEU, a 
U.S. Central Command theater reserve force, comprised of 
major subordinate elements: Battalion Landing Team 1/2, 
VMM-261 (Reinforced) and CLB-24. 

"The 24th MEU is manned, trained, equipped and ready 
to serve as U.S. 5th Fleet's forward deployed crisis response 
force," said Col. Frank Donovan, commanding officer, 24th 
MEU. "Teamed with our great Navy partners aboard the 
amphibious ships of PHIBRON Eight, we make a truly 
flexible, adaptable, decisive, and when required, lethal Navy 
and Marine Corps expeditionary force. We stand ready to take 
over for 11th MEU/PHIBRON Five and continue the superior 
work they have done across the U.S. 5th Fleet AOR. We wish 
them fair winds and following seas as they begin their transit 
home." 

The Iwo Jima and embarked 24th MEU will provide 
support for maritime security operations and theater security 
cooperation efforts in the U.S. 5th Fleet AOR. 
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12. USS Jason Dunham Takes Part In VBSS Exercise 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 06 MAY 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class William Jamieson, USS Dwight D. Eisenhower 
Public Affairs 

USS JASON DUNHAM, At Sea -- Members of the visit, 
board, search and seizure (VBSS) team aboard the guided-
missile destroyer USS Jason Dunham (DDG 109) conducted a 
simulated boarding of training support vessel Prevail (TSV 1), 
May 6. 

The boarding exercise was conducted as a part of the 
Carrier Strike Group Eight composite training unit exercise 
(COMPTUEX) to provide hands-on training to VBSS team 
members before Jason Dunham's upcoming deployment. 

"When you do one of these exercises, you never know 
what to expect," said VBSS team member, Ensign Ryan Kelly. 
"You have to rely on your training and the other team 
members, and that is exactly how it is in a real-world 
situation." 

As part of the exercise, the team members boarded Prevail 
after Jason Dunham established bridge-to-bridge 
communications and determined Prevail qualified as a vessel 
of interest. 

Once aboard Prevail, team members encountered a crew 
that was "uncooperative" and discovered contraband, 
including drugs and weapons. 

"At that point, we knew we were going to have to detain 
the vessel," said team member, Quartermaster 2nd Class 
David Rodriguez. "We phoned back to Jason Dunham and had 
them send over the ship-control team." 

A ship-control team takes control of detained vessels and 
consists of damage control, deck and engineering personnel 
fully capable of controlling and managing any situation a 
vessel might encounter while transiting to the nearest port. 

"We were fully prepared to take control and stay on the 
ship for 24-48 hours," said ship-control team member, 
Boatswain's Mate 1st Class Ronald Virgin. 

After the ship-control team demonstrated their ability to 
navigate and control the ship both teams were called together 
for debriefing. 

"We had a successful boarding and learned a lot during 
the exercise," said Kelly. "We just want to keep this 
momentum going into our deployment. We can't know what 
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we might see out there, but I think we all realize we can trust 
each other during a boarding. That's all you can really ask." 

Jason Dunham is a part of Carrier Strike Group Eight, 
which is underway conducting a COMPTUEX in the Atlantic 
Ocean. 
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13. U.S. Special Forces Commander Seeks To Expand Operations 
In a sign of shifting Pentagon tactics and priorities, draft plans indicate a push to expand clandestine units 
to fight terrorism and other 'emerging threats' around the globe. 
(LOS ANGELES TIMES 04 MAY 12) ... David S. Cloud 

WASHINGTON — A top U.S. commander is seeking 
authority to expand clandestine operations against militants 
and insurgencies around the globe, a sign of shifting Pentagon 
tactics and priorities after a grueling decade of large-scale 
wars. 

Adm. William H. McRaven, a Navy SEAL and 
commander of the raid that killed Osama bin Laden, has 
developed plans that would provide far-reaching new powers 
to make special operations units "the force of choice" against 
"emerging threats" over the next decade, internal Defense 
Department documents show. 

America's secret military forces have grown dramatically 
over the last decade as the Pentagon and the U.S. intelligence 
community have increasingly merged missions, including 
drone strikes and counter-terrorism operations. 

But some Pentagon officials and outside experts warn that 
giving secret soldiers too much additional authority outside 
the normal chain of command might lead to abuses. 

The little-known Special Operations Command, which 
McRaven heads from his headquarters in Tampa, Fla., 
oversees more than 60,000 military personnel and civilians. 

The command includes Army Green Berets who 
specialize in training foreign military forces; Ranger light 
infantry units; Navy SEALs; Air Force squadrons flying 
drones and aerial gunships; and the Pentagon's most elite 
combat units, Delta Force and the Naval Special Warfare 
Development Group, known as DEVGRU, which conducted 
the Bin Laden raid. 

Congress has ordered the Pentagon to cut its budget 
growth, and President Obama has proposed reducing ground 
forces by 80,000 soldiers and 20,000 Marines. The White 
House has proposed increasing the 2013 Pentagon budget in 
only two areas: putting more forces in the western Pacific to 
counterChina's growing clout, and expanding special 
operations. 

McRaven's ideas, outlined in draft plans obtained by The 
Times, provide the first unclassified blueprint of how the 
Pentagon would achieve that goal. 

"We are in a generational struggle," McRaven says in a 
draft paper circulating at the Pentagon. "For the foreseeable 
future, the United States will have to deal with various 
manifestations of inflamed violent extremism. In order to 
conduct sustained operations around the globe, our special 
operations forces must adapt." 

His proposals parallel Obama's preference for using 
SEALs and other secretive forces, using remotely piloted 
Predator drones to launch missile strikes, and other 
unconventional tactics whenever possible, an approach the 
White House endorsed in a new defense strategy early this 
year. 

But the draft plans appear to challenge assertions by 
Obama administration officials that the threat from Al Qaeda 

and other terrorist groups has significantly diminished after a 
decade of unrelenting pressure by America and its allies. 

"Non-state actors, such as [Al Qaeda], will increasingly 
threaten our national security," notes an unsigned staff memo 
attached to the documents. "They will establish bases in places 
not under sovereign control. Moving easily across political 
boundaries and merging with indigenous populations, these 
non-state actors will seek to exploit our vulnerabilities." 

The draft plans do not specify where special operations 
would be increased, but officers and officials familiar with 
Pentagon thinking say it probably would include remote and 
chaotic areas of the Middle East, such as Yemen, parts of 
northern Africa stretching from Somalia to Nigeria and the 
Maghreb, and to a lesser extent, parts of Asia and Latin 
America. 

If the plan is adopted, McRaven would be given 
additional authority to move special operations units quickly 
from country to country, to train foreign military units and to 
maintain a continual presence in parts of the globe where 
militants and terrorism networks are deemed a threat to U.S. 
interests. 

Special operations forces already are deployed in at least 
71 countries, although most are involved in training. 

Some current and former officers worry that such broad 
authority could lead to special operations teams carrying out 
unilateral raids or training proxy military forces without the 
knowledge of other U.S. commanders, diplomats or civilian 
officials at the Pentagon. 

"It's a terrible idea," said a recently retired four-star 
commander who agreed to discuss the proposal in return for 
anonymity. Special operations units "are wonderful, but they 
are focused on grabbing a terrorist or some other mission of 
the moment, and they don't want to be slowed down by 
anything." 

McRaven's aides insist that the elite teams would remain 
under the direct day-to-day control of Pentagon regional 
commanders once deployed. But under his plan, McRaven 
would have greater authority to move forces and resources 
instead of merely responding to requests from regional 
commanders. 

"Who better to say where special operations forces should 
be than the commander of Special Operations Command, with 
years of experience behind him?" asked one aide, defending 
the plan. 

Currently, U.S. commanders responsible for each region 
of the world, or theater commanders, largely control how 
many special operations troops are sent to their areas and what 
missions they undertake. In the Middle East, for instance, such 
decisions now rest with Gen. James Mattis, the head of 
Central Command, and with Gen. John Allen, the top 
commander in Afghanistan. 
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McRaven's blueprint is still in the planning stages. He is 
scheduled to brief Gen. Martin Dempsey, chairman of the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff, and civilian officials at the Pentagon on 
the plan in the next month, according to several senior 
officers. 

It was Dempsey who requested that McRaven develop 
options "for the future of [special operations forces] based on 
the lessons of the past 10 years of war and on the principles as 
outlined in our new defense strategy," according to Col. Dave 
Lapan, a spokesman for Dempsey. 

In a draft "Commander's Estimate" that is part of the 
documents, McRaven's staff wrote that Special Operations 
Command "requires authorities that fully enable global … 
operations." 

The plan faces "major bureaucratic obstacles to obtain the 
authorities" to expand Special Operations Command, the 

Commander's Estimate acknowledges. Not only the 
geographic commanders but the Pentagon's powerful Joint 
Staff, which plays a central role in recommending where and 
when special forces units will be deployed, are likely to have 
reservations, several officers said. 

McRaven may be hoping in part on pushing the plan 
through with support from Obama. 

The plan also calls for creating special operations 
"coordinating centers" around the world that would work with 
U.S. embassies, friendly governments and intelligence 
agencies to identify threats, the documents say. 

McRaven' aides played down the idea that the additional 
powers are aimed at increasing unilateral raids against 
suspected terrorists, arguing that the real aim is to gather 
intelligence and build the capabilities of foreign allies to 
defeat terrorist networks. 
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14. Lessons Of Iraq Help U.S. Fight A Drug War In Honduras 
(NEW YORK TIMES 06 MAY 12) ... Thom Shanker 

FORWARD OPERATING BASE MOCORON, 
Honduras — The United States military has brought lessons 
from the past decade of conflict to the drug war being fought 
in the wilderness of Miskito Indian country, constructing this 
remote base camp with little public notice but with the support 
of the Honduran government. 

It is one of three new forward bases here — one in the 
rain forest, one on the savanna and one along the coast — each 
in a crucial location to interdict smugglers moving cocaine 
toward the United States from South America. 

Honduras is the latest focal point in America’s drug war. 
As Mexico puts the squeeze on narcotics barons using its 
territory as a transit hub, more than 90 percent of the cocaine 
from Colombia and Venezuela bound for the United States 
passes through Central America. More than a third of those 
narcotics make their way through Honduras, a country with 
vast ungoverned areas — and one of the highest per capita 
homicide rates in the world. 

This new offensive, emerging just as the United States 
military winds down its conflicts in Iraq and Afghanistan and 
is moving to confront emerging threats, also showcases the 
nation’s new way of war: small-footprint missions with 
limited numbers of troops, partnerships with foreign military 
and police forces that take the lead in security operations, and 
narrowly defined goals, whether aimed at insurgents, terrorists 
or criminal groups that threaten American interests. 

The effort draws on hard lessons learned from a decade of 
counterinsurgency in Afghanistan and Iraq, where troops were 
moved from giant bases to outposts scattered across remote, 
hostile areas so they could face off against insurgents. 

But the mission here has been adapted to strict rules of 
engagement prohibiting American combat in Central America, 
a delicate issue given Washington’s messy history in 
Honduras, which was the base for the secret operation once 
run by Oliver North to funnel money and arms to rebels 
fighting in neighboring Nicaragua. Some skeptics still worry 
that the American military might accidentally empower 
thuggish elements of local security forces. 

In past drug operations, helicopters ferrying Honduran 
and American antinarcotics squads took off from the capital, 
Tegucigalpa, whenever an intelligence task force identified 

radar tracks of a smuggler’s aircraft. The three-hour flights 
required to reach cartel rendezvous points did not leave much 
idle time to spot airplanes as they unloaded tons of cocaine to 
dugout canoes, which then paddled downriver beneath the 
jungle canopy to meet fast boats and submersibles at the coast 
for the trip north. 

In creating the new outposts — patterned on the forward 
bases in Iraq and Afghanistan that gave troops a small, secure 
home on insurgent turf — spartan but comfortable barracks 
were built. Giant tanks hold 4,500 gallons of helicopter fuel. 
Solar panels augment generators. Each site supports two-week 
rotations for 55 people, all no more than 30 to 45 minutes’ 
flying time from most smuggling handoff points. 

Before his assignment to Central America, Col. Ross A. 
Brown spent 2005 and 2006 in Iraq as commander of the 
Third Armored Cavalry Regiment’s Third Squadron, 
responsible for southern Baghdad. It was a time so violent that 
President George W. Bush ordered an increase in troop levels 
to retake the initiative. 

Colonel Brown is now commander of Joint Task Force-
Bravo, where he and just 600 troops are responsible for the 
military’s efforts across all of Central America. He is under 
orders to maintain a discreet footprint, supporting local 
authorities and the Drug Enforcement Administration, which 
leads the American counternarcotics mission. 

American troops here cannot fire except in self-defense, 
and they are barred from responding with force even if 
Honduran or Drug Enforcement Administration agents are in 
danger. Within these prohibitions, the military marshals 
personnel, helicopters, surveillance airplanes and logistical 
support that Honduras and even the State Department and 
D.E.A. cannot. 

“By countering transnational organized crime, we 
promote stability, which is necessary for external investment, 
economic growth and minimizing violence,” Colonel Brown 
said. “We also are disrupting and deterring the potential nexus 
between transnational organized criminals and terrorists who 
would do harm to our country.” 

To reach Forward Operating Base Mocoron, an Army 
Black Hawk helicopter flew through fog-shrouded canyons, 
over triple-canopy rain forest and across savannas that bore 
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dozens of 200-yard scratches — pirate runways for drug 
smugglers. 

Conducting operations during a recent day at the outpost 
were members of the Honduran Tactical Response Team, the 
nation’s top-tier counternarcotics unit. They were working 
alongside the Foreign-deployed Advisory Support Team, or 
FAST, created by the Drug Enforcement Administration to 
disrupt the poppy trade in Afghanistan. With the campaign in 
Afghanistan winding down — and with lowered expectations 
of what Washington can do to halt heroin trafficking there — 
FAST members were in Honduras to plan interdiction 
missions in Central America. 

And Honduran Special Operations forces, with trainers 
from American Special Forces — the Army’s Green Berets — 
were ferried from the outpost by Honduran helicopters to plant 
explosives that would cut craters into smugglers’ runways. 
Honduran infantrymen provided security for the outpost, 
which remains under Honduran command. 

Those missions were conducted amid reminders of the 
dirty wars of the 1980s. One such reminder was a delegation 
of Congressional staff members visiting recently to assess 
local forces’ respect of human rights. Legislation prohibits 
United States military assistance to foreign forces that violate 
human rights, so before Joint Task Force-Bravo can cooperate 
with Central American militaries, they must be certified by 
American embassies in the countries where those operations 
are to take place. 

Another reminder sits across the runway at Soto Cano Air 
Base, the large Honduran base outside the capital that hosts a 
local military academy and Colonel Brown’s headquarters. 
Behind a high fence is a compound once used by Mr. North, a 
Marine lieutenant colonel at the center of the Iran-contra 
operation, a clandestine effort to sell weapons to Iran and 
divert profits to support rebels in Nicaragua, despite 
legislation prohibiting assistance to the group because of 
human rights abuses. Today, tropical undergrowth is erasing 
traces of the secret base. 

But that history still casts a shadow, skeptics of the 
American effort say. 

“We know from the Reagan years that the infrastructure 
of the country of Honduras — both its governance machinery 
as well as its security forces — simply is not strong enough, is 
not corruption-proof enough, is not anti-venal enough to be a 
bastion of democracy,” said Larry Birns, director of the 
Council on Hemispheric Affairs, a policy research group in 
Washington. 

The American ambassador to Honduras, Lisa J. Kubiske, 
is responsible for bringing order to the complex and 

sometimes competing mix of interagency programs, and she 
oversees compliance with human rights legislation. She 
described the Honduran armed forces as “eager and capable 
partners in this joint effort.” 

One of those partners, Cmdr. Pablo Rodríguez of the 
Honduran Navy, is the senior officer at the second of the 
forward bases, at Puerto Castilla on the coast. He pointed to 
his “bonus fleet” of several dozen vessels seized from 
smugglers, the fastest of which were retrofitted with Kevlar 
armor over outboard engines and mounts for machine guns for 
chasing drug runners. The improvements were financed by the 
State Department. 

“We have limitations on how quickly we can move, even 
when we get strong indications of a shipment of drugs,” 
Commander Rodríguez said. “We can’t do anything without 
air support. So that’s why it’s very important to have the 
United States coming in here.” 

Permanent American deployments overseas are shrinking 
to match a smaller Pentagon budget — and missions will 
increasingly reflect partnership efforts traditionally assigned to 
Special Operations forces. A significant effort is the presence 
of 200 of those troops assigned as trainers across Central 
America. 

The third forward base, at El Aguacate in central 
Honduras, has sprung from an abandoned airstrip used by the 
C.I.A. during the Reagan era. 

Narcotics cartels, transnational organized crime and gang 
violence are designated as threats by the United States and 
Central American governments, with a broader consensus than 
when that base was built — in an era when the region was 
viewed through a narrow prism of communism and 
anticommunism. 

“The drug demand in the United States certainly 
exacerbates challenges placed upon our neighboring countries 
fighting against these organizations — and why it is so 
important that we partner with them in their countering 
efforts,” said Vice Adm. Joseph D. Kernan, the No. 2 officer 
at Southern Command, which is responsible for military 
activities in Central and South America. 

Before this assignment, Admiral Kernan spent years in 
Navy SEAL combat units, and he sees the effort to combat 
drug cartels as necessary to preventing terrorists from co-
opting criminal groups for attacks in this hemisphere. 

There are “insidious” parallels between regional criminal 
organizations and terror networks, Admiral Kernan said. 
“They operate without regard to borders,” he said, in order to 
smuggle drugs, people, weapons and money. 
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15. Defense Minister In Crucial Tour Of U.S. 
Liang's landmark trip expected to defuse South China Sea tension 
(CHINA DAILY 07 MAY 12) ... Cui Haipei and Tan Yingzi 

A landmark visit to the United States by the defense 
minister will help diffuse the tense situation in the South 
China Sea, analysts said, as the standoff between China and 
the Philippines continues in waters off Huangyan Island. 

Liang Guanglie, the first defense minister to visit the U.S. 
in nine years, will meet his counterpart, Leon Panetta, in 
Washington on Monday. 

Su Hao, director of the center for strategic and conflict 
management at the China Foreign Affairs University, said 
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Liang will discuss Beijing's stance on the South China Sea 
during his six-day visit. 

Manila declared on Thursday that Panatag Shoal is its 
preferred name for Huangyan Island. 

Presidential spokesman Edwin Lacierda said, when asked 
if the preferred name was meant to assert the country's claim 
over the shoal, that "brevity" was the reason for the new name. 

Liang might require the U.S. to play a more constructive 
role on South China Sea disputes, and particularly on the 
standoff over Huangyan Island, Su said. 

Manila tried to arrest Chinese fishermen near the island, 
situated in Chinese territorial waters, last month. 

The focus is shifting from Northeast Asia to the South 
China Sea, Su said. 

Liang should tell the U.S. that the South China Sea has 
the potential to spark conflict, he said. 

The defense minister will also visit San Diego naval base, 
the Southern Command in Florida, Fort Benning in Georgia, 
the 4th Fighter Wing in North Carolina, West Point academy 
and other military sites. 

The visit should help reduce potential areas of 
misunderstanding, said Yin Zhuo, a Beijing-based military 
expert. 

Su also pointed out that two commanders, from the 
Shenyang and Xinjiang military regions, are accompanying 
Liang. 

This might reflect a greater willingness for military 
cooperation as these areas are near Northeast and Central Asia 
where the U.S. has a military presence, Su said. 

A visit to China in July by Mike Mullen, the former U.S. 
chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, saw an agreement 

reached to promote military relations to cope with regional 
and global security challenges. 

Gao Zugui, from the Institute for International Strategic 
Studies, said Liang's visit will enhance trust. Improved 
military relations will benefit Sino-U.S. relations as a whole, 
he said, mentioning that Panetta will soon visit China. 

Michael Swaine, Chinese security expert at the Carnegie 
Endowment for International Peace, said that the militaries in 
both countries are "becoming increasingly entrenched" in their 
views regarding the motives of the other, and this is a 
"complicating factor" in the larger relationship. 

"There is a strong need to bring that military relationship 
into line with the larger objectives," he said. "We need to 
establish a long-term program to improve the relationship, not 
just dialogue, not just visits, but actual military activities with 
other countries in the (Asia-Pacific) region. 

"Moving in that direction is essential for both countries to 
get away from the current zero-sum mindset that is operating 
in the two militaries." 

Walter Lohman, director of the Asian Studies Center at 
The Heritage Foundation, said maintaining a positive 
relationship with China is important in solving the South 
China Sea issue. 

"A response to the challenge the Chinese are presenting in 
the South China Sea requires clear priorities," he said. 

"Positive U.S.-China relations are an important context, 
not an 'interest' in and of themselves. The intersection of U.S. 
and Chinese interests in the region and beyond is very 
narrow." 
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16. Naval Fleet To Sail Through S. China Sea; Chinese Ship To Call At Kochi 
(PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 05 MAY 12) 

“As part of Long Range Overseas Deployment (LROD) 
of the fleet, four ships including a tanker will sail through 
South China Sea and Malacca Strait to reach Japan. The ships 
will make port calls in Malaysia, Philippines, Singapore and 
Shanghai in China,” Indian Navy officials said on Friday. 

The ships, which are scheduled to sail in next two days 
for Japan, will be on a LROD for a period of more than two 
months, they added. 

Meanwhile, Chinese naval training ship Zheng He, which 
is on a round-the-world voyage to mark 63rd anniversary of 
the founding of People’s Liberation Army Navy (PLAN), will 
reach Kochi on May 9 for a brief stopover. 

“The Chinese training ship is carrying an Indian Navy’s 
Sea Cadet David Veeravalli who had boarded the vessel in 
Malaysia. He will disembark Zheng He after it anchors at 
Kochi,” the officials said. 

The Indian Navy ships which will sail for the long range 
deployment include one each of Ranveer, Shivalik and Kora 
class vessels, including the replenishment tanker. 

The fleet will be commanded by Rear Admiral P Ajith 
Kumar who took over the Eastern Naval Command on April 
30. 

“LROD is an annual exercise of the Indian Navy aimed at 
generating goodwill among the neighbouring countries and is 
an integral part of the maritime diplomacy,” the officials said. 
Last year in September, the Chinese Navy had objected to the 
presence of an Indian naval vessel in South China Sea. 

Another Indian naval ship INS Teg, which was inducted 
last month, will be sailing to Germany to participate in the 
Hamburg Port festival. 

“INS Teg will be participating in the Hamburg Port 
Festival as part of ongoing celebrations to mark the 60th 
anniversary of India’s diplomatic ties with Germany,” the 
navy officials said. 

The three-day festival will begin from May 11. It includes 
a show of Indian culture, dance, music and food. 

INS Teg, a guided missile frigate, is the latest in the 
arsenal of Indian Navy. It carries surface-to-surface BrahMos 
supersonic cruise missile along with a medium range gun and 
anti-submarine rockets. 

The frigate was commissioned into the Indian Navy on 
April 27 at Yantar shipyard in Russia. The Teg-class of ships 
have been built to meet specific command and control needs 
of Indian Navy for coordinated surface, air and underwater 
missions. 
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17. Mixed U.S. Messages In China-Philippine Spat 
(ASIA TIMES ONLINE 05 MAY 12) ... George Amurao 

As the maritime standoff between China and the 
Philippines enters a fourth week, attention has shifted to what 
role the United States may play in the escalating territorial 
conflict over a shoal in the South China Sea. 

During an unprecedented "2+2" meeting held earlier this 
week between U.S. State Secretary Hillary Clinton, Defense 
Secretary Leon Panetta and Philippine Foreign Affairs 
Secretary Alberto del Rosario and Defense Secretary Voltaire 
Gazmin, the U.S. said it will remain neutral in the sovereignty 
dispute, but reaffirmed its commitment to the 1951 Philippine-
U.S. Mutual Defense Treaty (MDT), which provides for each 
country to come to the other's defense in the event of a third 
country attack. 

Clinton clarified that the U.S. will defend freedom of 
navigation in the South China Sea, areas of which Manila 
refers to as the West Philippine Sea. "While we do not take 
sides on the competing sovereignty claims to land features in 
the South China Sea, as a Pacific power we have a national 
interest in freedom of navigation, the maintenance of peace 
and stability, respect for international law, and the unimpeded, 
lawful commerce across our sea lanes," she said. 

Del Rosario called on the U.S. to help bolster its naval 
capabilities and for greater assistance towards developing a 
"minimum credible defense posture." Over the years, 
successive Philippine governments have relied on the MDT 
with the U.S. for matters of external defense, often to the 
detriment of developing domestic military capabilities. 
However, the current standoff with China has put the bilateral 
treaty and the U.S.'s stated strategic "pivot" towards Asia to an 
unprecedented test. 

Until 1992, the treaty was buttressed by the U.S.'s 
presence at Subic Naval Base and Clark Air Force Base in the 
Philippines, then the two biggest American bases outside of 
the continental U.S. Aside from these two, there were also 
almost 100 other smaller U.S. military bases situated across 
the country, making the Philippines a vital American foothold 
in projecting its power in Asia during the Cold War years, 
including during the height of the Vietnam War in the 1960s 
and early 1970s. 

Though the Philippine Senate voted to reject a renewal of 
the military bases treaty in 1992, the two countries continued 
to conduct joint military exercises over the years. Under a 
separate Visiting Forces Agreement (VFA) forged in 1999, the 
U.S. was eventually granted permission to rotate special 
operations forces and support units in shifts at a military base 
in the southern city of Zamboanga in pursuit of Washington's 
so-called global war on terror. Although confined to an 
advisory role, U.S. troops are known to have been involved in 
ground operations against the Abu Sayyaf terror group in the 
remote Sulu province. 

Clinton's ambiguous position on the Scarborough Shoal 
standoff was a word-for-word playback of a U.S. 
Congressional Research report issued in early April. The parse 
of the U.S. response was that unless China attacks integral 
Philippine territory, rather than contested claims in the South 
China Sea, the U.S. will refrain from any military intervention. 

Philippine officials involved in the 2+2 meeting accepted 
the U.S.'s non-committal response and echoed Clinton's call 
for a diplomatic solution to the territorial dispute. In their 

statements, the two ministers admitted that the Philippines has 
neglected its external defense capabilities as the government 
poured military resources into internal conflicts, including 
combating a communist insurgency, Muslim separatist groups 
and the Abu Sayyaf terrorist group. 

At the same time, Manila produced a military hardware 
wish list, including ships, planes and radar facilities. The U.S. 
acknowledged the pending sale of a second U.S. Coast Guard 
cutter to the Philippines later this year. Philippine officials 
have requested that the second ship be delivered with its 
electronics search and weapons systems, including the Close-
In Weapons Systems (CIWSs) vital in air/missile defense, 
intact. 

Reports last year indicated that President Benigno Aquino 
was keen to acquire at least one squadron of refurbished F-16 
fighters from the U.S. Should such a deal push through, it 
would help to place the Philippines on a near equal footing 
with its regional neighbors, which operate a mix of Western 
and Russian multi-role fighters (MRFs). It remains to be seen, 
though, if Washington will agree to this prospective fighter 
deal and its implications for the regional balance of power. 

In recent years, the Philippines has expanded its coastal 
observation capabilities under the so-called Coast Watch 
program, details of which remain inaccessible to the media. 
This same surveillance program was responsible for spotting 
the presence of Chinese fishing vessels at Scarborough Shoal 
some 125 miles [201 kilometers] away from the western shore 
of Luzon, prompting the military to confirm it through a Navy 
observation plane and the subsequent deployment of its 
flagship, BRP Gregorio del Pilar (the former U.S. Coast Guard 
cutter acquired last year), which precipitated the month-long 
standoff. 

Deterrent Build-Up 
U.S. support for upgrading the Philippines' radar facilities 

would enhance its ability to guard its shores and keep a closer 
watch over disputed islets and waters. With the focus of 
Manila's military modernization plan scheduled to turn from 
internal to external defense concerns, Manila has tapped into 
the earnings of the Malampaya natural gas fields off Palawan 
(near the contested Spratly Islands) to acquire more arms. 
Revenues from the gas fields were used for the purchase of the 
craft now known as the BRP Gregorio del Pilar and the 
forthcoming purchase of its sister ship this year. A third ship 
and smaller vessel acquisitions are also reportedly in the 
works. 

Manila is also currently reviewing bids for Lead-in Flight 
Trainers (LIFTs), planes that ostensibly are used for advance 
training of fighter jet pilot candidates. Current models, 
however, now carry almost the same capabilities as Multi-
Role Fighters (MRFs), including radar and missile armaments. 
Such planes would give the Philippine Air Force a trainer craft 
that could be adapted for limited fighter or attack modes and 
serve as preparation for the acquisition of proper MRFs. 
Italian (M-346 aircraft), Italian-Brazilian (AMX-ATA), 
Korean (T/A-50), and Russian (Yak-130) companies are 
currently competing for the contract. 

But can the Philippine economy bear the financial burden 
of logistically supporting such a sophisticated fighting force? 
With the standoff at Scarborough Shoal, acquisition of these 
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big-ticket items will be given higher priority. Maintaining 
sophisticated air and naval assets, providing support 
infrastructure like airfields, radar facilities, docks and supply 
and repair facilities, training the pilots, ground crew, and naval 
crew, and sustaining the cost of their operations will prove 
more difficult. 

If a shooting war breaks out with China, military 
operations will take a heavy toll on the national budget, as 
demonstrated in 2000 when the Joseph Estrada government 
launched a military offensive against the rebel Moro Islamic 
Liberation Front (MILF). The Malampaya natural gas fields' 
earnings, while substantial, are not entirely dedicated for 
Philippine external defense procurements. 

Military, political and financial concerns are all driving 
Manila into winning unequivocal assurance from the U.S. for 
more military support. The sense of strategic panic has even 
driven President Aquino to declare recently that the 
Philippines is open to the idea of allowing American forces 
more access to Philippine bases. The pronouncement tiptoes 
around a constitutional provision banning the permanent 
stationing of foreign troops in the country. 

Secretary Clinton's statement on U.S. neutrality in the 
territorial dispute, however, could put a damper on any such 
deployments. But the U.S. appears to be making up in other 
areas. In an official statement released by the Philippines on 
May 3, the U.S. government agreed to triple the Foreign 
Military Financing (FMF) it will award to the Philippines this 
year, from U.S.$11.9 million in 2011 to U.S.$30 million this 
year. The U.S. also agreed during the 2+2 Meeting to share 

real-time surveillance data on naval activity in the South 
China Sea with its Philippine counterparts. 

Clinton's stated interest in maintaining freedom of 
navigation in the South China Sea is also noteworthy. Not 
only China, but Japan, South Korea, India and the U.S. have 
vital interests in keeping the flow of goods and gas 
unobstructed in the South China Sea. China's stated claim of 
the entire maritime area as shown in its nine-dash map 
endangers those sea lanes and has prompted the U.S. to re-
assert its power and influence in the region. 

Despite its statement of neutrality, the U.S. has also sent a 
signal to the Philippine government (as well as other smaller 
claimant countries in the region) that it is willing to resume its 
role of global policeman in one of the busiest sea lanes in the 
world. 

The U.S.'s evolving strategy appears to include a stronger 
presence in the South China Sea to counterbalance China's 
rising influence (without resort to a shooting war) while at the 
same time supporting the Philippines, Vietnam and others to 
develop sufficient naval defense capabilities to deter China 
and preempt tensions among smaller claimant states. (As of 
this writing, Taiwan had also waded into the Scarborough 
Shoal controversy by staking its claim to the territory.) 

Such a strategy represents a delicate tightrope act, one 
that aims to contain China's territorial ambitions in the South 
China while avoiding a destabilizing arms race among smaller 
claimant states. This emerging "U.S.-China-smaller claimants" 
scheme could yet achieve a new balance of power and uneasy 
peace in the region, one that ideally keeps the diplomats 
talking and hawkish elements on all sides from opening fire. 
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18. U.S. Doubles Military Aid To Philippines 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 04 MAY 12) 

MANILA, Philippines — The United States will double 
military aid to its ally the Philippines, which is engaged in a 
prolonged maritime standoff with China, the foreign 
department in Manila said on May 4. 

The ramping-up of Washington’s defense assistance will 
see military aid in 2012 jump to $30 million as well as “real-
time information sharing” on the Philippines’ maritime 
territory, department spokesman Raul Hernandez said. 

“We have been making representations for this since last 
year,” he said, stressing this was before the outbreak in April 
of the tensions with China. 

The increased aid was confirmed during the recent U.S. 
visit of Philippine Foreign Secretary Alberto del Rosario and 
Defense Secretary Voltaire Gazmin for talks with their U.S. 
counterparts Hillary Clinton and Leon Panetta. 

They discussed the almost month-long face-off with 
China over a shoal in the South China Sea that is claimed by 
both countries. 

The Philippines also asked the U.S. for ships, planes and 
radars to help modernize its poorly equipped military. 

Hernandez said the “foreign military financing” aid could 
be used to buy new equipment or maintain existing military 
resources. 

The State Department also said “it will explore additional 
creative funding streams for the Philippines,” he told AFP. 

“The Philippines and the United States would also 
intensify cooperation in real-time information sharing to 
enable the Philippines to know what is happening in its 
maritime territory and enforce its laws,” Hernandez added. 

He did not specify how this would work. 
The Philippines was already due to receive from the U.S. 

a Hamilton-class cutter later this year, following the 
acquisition of a similar patrol ship last year, he stressed. 

In recent months, the Philippines has complained of 
increasing aggressiveness from China, which claims all of the 
South China Sea, even up to the coasts of the Philippines and 
other Asian nations. 
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19. F-35 Order Tab Set At $10 Billion 
(KYODO NEWS 05 MAY 12) 

WASHINGTON — Japan will pay an estimated $10 
billion (¥802 billion) for its order of 42 F-35 stealth jets at a 
cost of roughly $240 million (¥19.2 billion) per plane, the U.S. 

Defense Department reported to Congress, revealing price 
projections for the first time. 

Tokyo has selected the F-35 Joint Strike Fighter produced 
by a U.S.-led consortium as its next-generation mainstay 
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fighter over various other candidates, including the 
Eurofighter Typhoon that was aggressively promoted by a 
European group. 

Japan is hoping to procure four F-35s by March 2017, and 
the Pentagon is expected to start mass producing them at 
domestic plants in 2019 at the earliest. 

While the final, official sales price has yet to be disclosed, 
the Defense Ministry estimates the fuselage alone will cost 
around ¥8.9 billion. The sales price per unit includes training 
and other costs. 

Defense Minister Naoki Tanaka has already said Tokyo 
may cancel the order if the jets' delivery is delayed or the price 
tag hiked. 
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20. In South Korea, A Small Island Town Takes On The Navy 
The military sees Jeju Island as a strategic spot for a naval base. But the town of Gangjeong wants the island 
and its harbor and coral reefs to stay unchanged. 
(LOS ANGELES TIMES 06 MAY 12) ... Jung-yoon Choi 

JEJU ISLAND, South Korea -- To the South Korean 
military, this picturesque island is the perfect place to build a 
naval base: a strategic location guarding the country's southern 
flank from possible invasion. To its residents, its small-town 
feel, harbor and coral reefs make it close to perfect just the 
way it is. 

The conflict between the two visions has turned into a 
South Korean David and Goliath story, with Mayor Kang 
Dong-kyun of the town of Gangjeong leading the majority of 
its 1,930 people in fighting the giant. 

For years, Kang was a hardworking farmer who minded 
his own business, tending to his tangerine trees in the town 
where he was born. But since becoming mayor in 2007, Kang 
has rallied residents, who wage almost-daily protests. 

Early this year, hundreds of protesters flew here as the 
navy and construction workers started blowing up coastal 
rocks. Several dozen demonstrators were hauled off to the 
police station. 

"How can the military, which should guarantee the 
people's peace and livelihood, ruin it so easily for Gangjeong 
people?" said Kang. 

The provincial governor also has asked the military to halt 
construction; the navy responded that it plans to finish 
building the base in 2015, as scheduled. 

Military officials say building a naval base on a site with 
a well-sheltered harbor will help protect the nation from 
intrusions by Japan, China or even North Korea. PresidentLee 
Myung-bak said in a speech in late February that the project 
was crucial to the country's security. 

The navy's website includes an explanation of the base's 
importance to national security. "The sea waters south of Jeju 
are like an unfenced yard," it said, andSouth Korea'sportion 
"definitely needs protection." 

International military analysts say the 700-square-mile 
island is a crucial piece of defensive real estate. 

"Jeju's curse is its strategic location between South Korea 
and Japan," Korea Policy Institute fellow Anders Riel Muller 
wrote on the organization's website. "It is only 300 miles from 
the Chinese mainland and Shanghai." 

But residents say the project will wreak both economic 
and environmental disaster. The new base will subsume the 
picturesque harbor, and its security perimeter will shut out 
fishermen and women who for generations have dived for 
abalone, sea cucumber and brown seaweed. The 125-acre 
naval base would also cause significant damage to miles of 
coral reef offshore, they say, endangering local species such as 
the red-clawed crab. 

The presence of 8,000 military personnel would turn their 
400-year-old village, which is surrounded by three UNESCO 
World Natural Heritage sites, into a busy navy town. 
Residents worry about bars and prostitution. 

Led by Kang, residents have become persistent 
antidevelopment activists. In good weather, they occupy 
construction cranes to halt work. They lie down in groups so 
engineers cannot blast away the mountains of basalt rocks 
along the coast. In the winter, some even jumped into the 
frigid water to halt a barge delivering construction materials. 
They have accumulated more than $250,000 in fines. 

Last summer, Kang spent three months in jail on charges 
of "interrupting business." But he remains unbowed. The day 
he was released from jail, he returned to his protests. 

Residents point to studies that show Gangjeong is a poor 
choice for the base because of its jagged coastline. Some 
experts second those claims. 

"This region is not suitable to be turned into a base," said 
Je Jong-gil, an oceanographer and director of the City and 
Nature Institute in Seoul. "It has tremendous ecological value. 
It must be preserved." 

The town's cause received a boost from American actor 
and director Robert Redford, who argued against the project 
on the website of the environmental magazine OnEarth. 

"Imagine dropping 57 cement caissons, each one the size 
of a four-story house, on miles of beach and soft coral reef," 
he wrote. "It would destroy the marine ecosystem." 

Still, a few Gangjeong residents favor the project, which 
they say will bring jobs. The navy says residents voted in 
favor of hosting the base in 2007. Villagers say that vote was 
undemocratic. It should be discounted, Kang said; only 87 
people voted. 

And the result was so unpopular that residents demanded 
the resignation of the mayor who supervised it. Weeks later, 
with Kang as the new mayor, they voted again. This time 680 
people voted, and they rejected the project. 

The rift has divided families. 
"My family has lived here for generations; we celebrated 

everything together," said Kang Sung-won, a 79-year-old 
farmer. "Now, when we see each other coming, we turn away 
and take a different route. We don't even shop at the same 
supermarket." 

The mayor says the important thing is not to be pushed 
around by the military. 

"It's not that we don't understand the importance of the 
national security," he said. "But we have to ask the right 
questions: Why here in Gangjeong?" 
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21. New Pirate Prison In Somalia Aims To Relieve International Overload 
(CNN 07 MAY 12) ... Mike Mount 

Somali pirates captured on the high seas and prosecuted 
in other countries are now being transferred to a new prison in 
Somalia. It's a significant change for countries combating 
piracy but are seeing their own jail systems overwhelmed as 
the U.S. and other countries continue to catch and turn over 
pirates to countries willing to prosecute them. 

The prison, located in the self-governed northern part of 
Somalia, accepted its first detainees at the end of March, 
according to U.S. State Department officials. The United 
Nations Office of Drugs and Crime is paying for the transport 
and the prison facility, according to U.S. State Department 
officials. 

The first prisoners were transferred from the tiny island 
nation of Seychelles, located off the east coast of Africa, 
where small facilities have been quickly overcrowded. The 
new prison is in Hargeisa, the capital of the self-governed 
breakaway enclave of Somaliland. The region declared its 
independence in 1991 and has remained relatively violence-
free and self-sustaining, unlike the southern part of the 
country. Somaliland's government will run the facility. 

Seychelles, Kenya and Mauritius have offered to 
prosecute and hold pirate prisoners, but the capacity to keep 
up with the flood of new arrivals is overwhelming their jails, 
according to U.S. officials. 

"Finding adequate prosecutorial venues and places to 
incarcerate the pirates is increasingly a challenge as we 
become victims of our own success in apprehending more 
pirates," according to a senior State Department official who 
briefed Security Clearance on anti-piracy issues. 

"It could be a step in the right direction," said Bronwyn 
Bruton, deputy director of the Michael S. Ansari Africa Center 

at the Washington-based Atlantic Council. "And it is 
convenient for countries that catch them and do not want to 
hold them indefinitely. It looks good for the international 
community interested in fighting Somali piracy," she said. 

But most governments understand that the solution to fix 
the piracy problem is on the ground and it will be a slow 
process once there is a plan. 

Bruton agrees, but she thinks prosecuting and holding 
pirates is not going to be a long-term answer for fixing the 
piracy problem either. 

"The pirates know what the odds are when they get into 
the business - four out of 10 pirates that go out on the water 
die. With that mindset, prosecution is not going to be a 
deterrent," Bruton said. 

According to United Nation's statistics, Seychelles has 
undertaken 31 prosecutions and already convicted 22 suspects 
while Kenya is trying 69 suspects, having convicted 50. 

The U.S. State Department and its partners in the U.N. 
Contact Group on Piracy off the coast of Somalia have been 
trying to persuade other countries with high stakes in the 
shipping industry to assist in prosecutions and imprisonment, 
according to a senior State Department official. 

The official said the U.S. is also assisting as it has 
prosecuted and imprisoned a number of pirates that attacked 
U.S. ships off the Somali coast. 

State Department officials said although no U.S. ship has 
been attacked by Somali pirates in the Horn of Africa region 
in over a year, the U.S. will still continue to prosecute and 
imprison pirates in the U.S. when needed. 
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22. Turkey Capable Of Building Own Navy 
(HURRIYET DAILY NEWS (TURKEY) 07 MAY 12) ... Umit Enginsoy 

ISTANBUL -- Turkey has the capacity to produce 70 to 
80 percent of all of its own naval needs and parts, except for 
submarines, says a senior procurement official. 

Turkey's shipbuilding industry has come to a level where 
it can produce all of its navy needs or parts -- with the 
exception of submarines and engines -- one senior 
procurement official said at the weekend. 

"Among our armed forces, probably the most developed 
is the navy," the official said. "We can produce 70 or 80 
percent of all [naval] needs. The sole exception is submarines, 
and we are moving with concrete steps on that," the 
procurement official added. 

The largest boats in Turkey's surface fleet are the frigates, 
and Turkey is nearing their manufacture. It has produced two 
corvettes, the only ship in the warship category smaller than 
that. It has put to sea the TCG Heybeliada, one of them, in 
2008 and last year the ship was accepted by the navy. 

It also completed production of the second corvette, the 
TCG Buyukada. This year Turkey should select a private 
shipping contractor to build six corvettes. It also has to decide 
this year whether the Milgem corvette project will end at eight 
or 12, meaning the total price for the whole program will 
reach $2 billion or $3 billion. 

Then around 2020, the country will launch what is today 
known as TF2000, or the Turkish frigate program. Both 
Britain and the United States are competing for that program 
with their own frigate systems. 

Turkey presently can also produce a New Type Patrol 
Boat, Coast Guard Research and Rescue Boat and Tank 
Landing Ships, the procurement official said. 

"We can also export the smaller ships we produce to 
friendly and allied countries," he said. Islamic countries are 
particularly interested in those, he said. 

"As part of our engine development plans, we also are 
developing our own engines," said the procurement official. 

Separately, a 2 billion-euro submarine deal between SSM 
and Germany's HDW shipyards for joint manufacture of six 
modern U-214 diesel platforms for the Turkish Navy formally 
took effect in July 2010. 

"This will be the last submarine we will be building with 
someone else," the procurement official said. 

In a less orthodox project, Ankara has plans to a buy a 
landing platform dock (LPD) a vessel that looks like a 
helicopter carrier and can transport up to a battalion-sized unit 
(more than 1,000 troops) long distances. 
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Turkey plans to use this ship for NATO-related missions 
to carry troops or refugees. 

According to the size and capabilities, the Turkish LPD 
will cost between $500 million and $1 billion. 

Presently, the Turkish Navy includes nearly 49,000 
personnel and has 75 aircraft, 17 frigates, seven corvettes, 14 
submarines and 27 fast missile boats. 
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23. Does Turkey Need An Aircraft Carrier? 
(DEFENSE NEWS 07 MAY 12) ... Umit Enginsoy and Burak Ege Bekdil 

ANKARA — The call by the chief of the Turkish Navy 
for a an aircraft carrier by 2032 has sparked wide-ranging 
debate about whether the country needs the ship to advance its 
security interests, and if so, if it should be developed sooner. 

Carrier supporters like analyst Adrian Caglayan said "20 
years is a long time ... A country like Turkey should develop 
an aircraft carrier within 20 years if it is going to be a world 
power." 

The commander of the Turkish Navy, Mm. Murat Bilgel, 
made his case for a carrier to advance the country's diplomatic 
and security interests in the March issue of the U.S. Naval 
Institute's monthly magazine. 

In 20 years, the country should raise "survivability 
through the acquisition of another multipurpose landing 
platform with organic STOVL aircraft," Bilgel wrote . 

The F-35 Joint Strike Fighter, being developed by a 
consortium led by U.S. company Lockheed Martin, includes a 
short-takeoff and vertical-landing, or STOVL, version. 

But Bilgel's remarks caused controversy in Turkish 
defense circles. Asked about the matter by journalists, Defense 
Minister Ismet Yilmaz said March 14, "We don't have an 
immediate need for an aircraft carrier. We don't have an 
[inunediate] plan [to buy it], either." 

But another analyst here said, "Turkey neither needs it nor 
has assets to support an aircraft carrier financially. It also 
doesn't have funds to buy STOVL aircraft or operate them… 
Turkey cannot buy an aircraft carrier or operate it properly." 

There are 22 active aircraft carriers in the navies of 10 
countries, including the U.S. Navy's 11. Britain, Brazil, China, 
France, India, Italy, Russia, Spain and Thailand also operate 
them. 

The Navy's largest warships are frigates and corvettes. 
Ankara plans to buy a landing platform dock (LPD), which 
looks like a helicopter carrier and can transport more than 
1,000 troops long distances, for NATO-related missions. 
Depending on its size and capabilities, the Turkish LPD will 
cost between $500 million and $1 billion. A medium-sized 
aircraft carrier, on the other hand, would cost more than $2 
billion, not including the planes. 

Turkish shipyards DESAN Sea Construction, RMK 
Marine Ship Construction and SEDEF Ship Construction have 
responded to a request for information for the LPD program 
released by the country's procurement agency. They are 
expected to team with foreign contractors. Turkey expects to 
make a contract and begin production of the LPDs next year. 

As for an aircraft carrier, Turkey must decide in the next 
few years if it needs one and can afford it 

"Turkey, unlike many European countries, always has 
money for defense," Caglayan said. "It needs an aircraft 
carrier to project force overseas and prestige." 

In his USNI article, Bilgel cited as near-term priorities 
"watching closely the developments in cyber and information 
technologies, improving maritime-security operations and 
situational-awareness capabilities through construction of 
corvettes and patrol boats, while upgrading C4LSR and 
combat systems. Within a decade, enhancing sea denial, 
forward presence, and limited power projection capacity with 
a focus on conducting operations other than war via building a 
reconfigurable landing platform with airlift ability, a combat-
support ship, multifunctional frigates with unmanned/ manned 
rotary wing aircraft, and air independent propulsion 
submarines." 
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24. Britain Turns To Annual Budget Planning 
(DEFENSE NEWS 06 MAY 12) ... Andrew Chuter 

LONDON — The United Kingdom is set to ax the annual 
planning round system it uses as part of its effort to balance 
defense spending. The Ministry of Defence said the process 
had fallen victim to the wide-scale reforms underway in the 
department and will be replaced with an annual budget cycle 
(ABC) scheme. 

Planning Round 2012, or PR12 as it is better known, is 
likely to be the last time the process is used by the MoD ahead 
of switching to ABC. The planning round system has been in 
the spotlight in recent years due to its part in the failure to 
effectively control runaway defense commitments agreed to 
by the previous Labour government. 

A high-level committee appointed by the MoD to reform 
the ministry and the National Audit Office, the government’s 
spending watchdog, has in the last two years criticized the 
process as unfit for that purpose. 

The annual planning round process seeks to balance the 
MoD’s books for the year ahead and for future years across 

equipment, support, manpower and other costs. It’s one of a 
handful of key financial controls used by the MoD to try to 
balance an annual budget, which currently stands at 34 billion 
pounds ($55.1 billion). 

Planning rounds were introduced by the Labour 
government in 1998 and have become increasingly 
discredited. Critics said the need to question and reprioritize 
virtually every budget line annually leads to inefficiency, 
decisions fudged, money juggled between years and programs 
salami-sliced. 

An announcement that British are moving to the new 
financial planning system could come after the much-delayed 
outcome of PR12 is revealed by Defence Secretary Philip 
Hammond, possibly in the second half of this month. A 
spokeswoman for the MoD confirmed a change was being 
considered as part of the wider reform effort at the ministry. 

“We are considering ways in which we can update our 
financial management processes, in line with the Levene 
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Defence Reform Review, which recommended an increased 
delegation of budgets to top-level budget holders, such as the 
service chiefs,” the spokeswoman said. “This work, known as 
the Annual Budget Cycle, is ongoing and no changes will be 
made until the current planning round is completed.” 

Lord Levene, an ex-defense procurement minister, last 
year led an MoD-appointed team in recommending a raft of 
reforms to alter the structure and management of the ministry. 

Levene’s team of senior businessmen and MoD officials 
criticized the annual planning round process as “resource 
intensive, fails to focus on outputs or understand true costs, 
and is not sufficiently strategic to keep the forward program in 
balance.” 

Industry executives here are equally critical, saying the 
process is time consuming, complicated, inefficient, 
bureaucratic and lacks adequate detailed scrutiny of the costs 
across defense. 

One executive unflatteringly described the planning round 
process as: “Take the plan for this year that was made last 
year, see the latest position on what’s happened with early or 
late deliveries and under/overspend to reach a new total. Test 
that total against the budget for the new year, then painfully 
take out uncommitted items in order to keep within the new 
year budget.” 

Ahead of any announcement, it’s unclear how the MoD’s 
proposed ABC scheme might work. MoD insiders said the 
department has already improved budget control with changes 
to this year’s planning round process to finally nail the issue of 
overspending. The Annual Budget Cycle will build on those 
changes. 

One finance director here said that in a commercial 
organization, ABC is simply a process that uses agreed 
parameters to build a model “to document how the 
organization’s goals and objectives translate into a projection 
of financial performance.” 

Not everybody is convinced a change of process will 
make much difference. 

Howard Wheeldon, the new director of policy at ADS, the 
defense and aerospace trade organization, said that reducing 
the complexity of the planning round would be welcome but 
will bring little change. 

“Changing to ABC may end up being more cosmetic than 
transformational,” he said. “The planning round is confusing 
and a process that makes things simpler and the figures 
sounder would be to the good. We will have to see the details, 
but whether an annual budget cycle is suitable when the 
constituent parts of the budget differ so much year-on-year 
remains to be seen.” 

One industry executive was doubtful whether the 
proposed change will solve the problem. 

“The biggest issue is if they do not get the numbers right 
that feed into any process they adopt, they will never sort out 
the problem,” he said. “In my opinion, it’s the estimating and 
forecasting process that is still flawed. For example, what 

Joint Strike Fighter or Type 26 frigates would you use to build 
your budget?” 

Affordability is now the driver at the MoD. That’s rarely 
been the case in the past, when capability always trumped 
money when it came to making budget decisions. As a result, 
the ministry has increasingly lived beyond its financial means 
to a point where by 2010, when Labour was ejected from 
office, there was a 38 billion pound black hole in unbudgeted 
liabilities in defense funding over the 10 years up to 2020. 

That has enhanced the ministry’s already well-entrenched 
reputation, particularly at the Treasury, for being financially 
dysfunctional. 

The cash-strapped Conservative-led coalition government 
has been attempting to fix the black hole as well as cut 
equipment, capabilities and personnel to take account of an 8 
percent reduction of its own in defense spending in the period 
up to 2015. 

Hammond, a businessman by training, has pledged to 
balance the books at the MoD in the upcoming planning 
round, leading to expectations of cuts to equipment programs 
where funding has not already been committed. 

Industry executives and others talk of Hammond having a 
white board in his office on which is listed a large number of 
programs for which funds have not yet been committed, and as 
a result, are at risk of being cut or put on ice until the MoD 
can either fund them or find another way of meeting the 
capability requirement. 

The defense secretary’s fierce reputation with figures has 
led to him being nicknamed “Spreadsheet” or “Forensic” Phil. 

The initiative for change predates Hammond’s arrival as 
defense secretary last October, but his focus on sorting out the 
financial management of the MoD backed by Permanent 
Secretary Ursula Brennan and Jon Thompson, the director 
general finance, has given the change process added impetus. 

A statement on the planning round for the financial year 
2012-13 starting last month has been delayed by a debate in 
government over whether it should revert to purchasing the F-
35B short-takeoff-and-vertical-landing (STOVL) variant of 
the Joint Strike Fighter. 

The British had originally opted for the STOVL aircraft, 
but the incoming Conservative-led coalition government in 
2010 switched to the F-35C conventional carrier takeoff 
variant without properly estimating the cost of converting a 
new aircraft carrier, now under construction, so it could 
operate the F-35C variant. 

Now the spiraling costs of converting one of the two 
65,000-ton carriers (the other one could be sold or mothballed) 
to carry the catapults and arrestor gear to operate conventional 
fast jets has forced the government to consider changing its 
mind again. 

Even though the move to switch to the F-35C was heavily 
backed by Prime Minister David Cameron, a move back to the 
STOVL variant is the most likely outcome when Hammond 
outlines planning round deliberations. 
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25. Raytheon's SM-3 An Option For German Role In Missile Defense, Admiral Says 
(DEFENSE DAILY 04 MAY 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

The German Navy's fleet of frigates could be upgraded to 
deploy Raytheon's Standard Missile-3 to participate in 
NATO's ballistic missile defense program if the modifications 

were approved by the government, Germany's top naval 
officer recently said. 
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Vice Admiral Axel Schimpf, the counterpart to the U.S. 
Navy's chief of naval operations, said in a recently published 
article that the F124 frigates are capable of being upgraded to 
play a vital role in ballistic missile defense (BMD). 

"The German Navy, with the F124 Frigates in their 
current configuration, has a weapon system at their disposal 
which forms the basis for capability enhancements for 
(German) armed forces' participation in various roles," 
according to a translation of an article he penned in Marine 
Forum, a publication of the German Maritime Institute. 

One option, Schimpf said, would be to upgrade the F124s' 
SMART-L and Active Phased Array Radar (APAR) combat 
management system, along with the Mk-41 vertical launch 
system to accommodate the SM-3. The SM-3 is already 
deployed by the U.S. and Japanese navies for ballistic missile 
defense. 

The enhancements would be one way for Germany to 
participate in the Obama administration's European Phased 
Adaptive Approach (EPAA) embraced by NATO, and could 
be done in cooperation with Denmark or the Netherlands, 
Schimpf said. 

EPAA calls for the deployment of U.S. Arleigh Burke -
class (DDG-51) destroyers equipped with the Lockheed 
Martin's Aegis Ballistic Missile Defense system to Europe as 
part of an initial, sea-based defense system. Later this decade, 
EPAA would extend to a land-based system known as Aegis 
ashore, which would first be based in Romania beginning in 
2015. 

The German government has not made on decisions on 
whether to adapt its frigates for ballistic missile defense, and 
Germany's role in EPAA is the source of ongoing political 
discussions in Berlin ahead of NATO's May 20-21 summit in 
Chicago. 

"Depending on the political decision and funding, the 
German Navy stands ready to provide sea-based capabilities," 
Schimpf said. 

Only a handful of NATO allies deploy the Aegis combat 
system on ships, and Germany is not one of them. Germany's 
combat system does not operate on an S-band frequency used 
on Aegis. Raytheon, however, says it has developed a duel 
band data link that would allow the combat system on allied 
ships to talk to the SM-3 and guide it to targets. 
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26. Can NATO’s European Members Share Resources? 
(STARS AND STRIPES-05 MAY 12) ... John Vandiver 

STUTTGART, Germany — It all comes down to trust: 
Trust that shared defense won’t come at the cost of national 
defense, or leave some members of the NATO alliance more 
vulnerable than others. 

In an era of declining budgets, defense officials in Europe 
have touted “smart defense" as a possible remedy for what ails 
NATO, which two decades after the Cold War remains 
dependent on the United States for many of its security needs. 

“Not everyone needs a submarine force, and one ally’s 
euros might be better spent on minesweepers or special forces, 
for example," Adm. James Stavridis, NATO’s top military 
officer, wrote last week in a blog focused on the goals of the 
NATO summit May 20-21 in Chicago. 

But a smart defense plan requires a leap of faith among 
alliance members, with some countries relying on others to 
execute important missions. For example, could Poland spend 
more on its ground forces and less on air defense, trusting the 
Germans to invest in anti-aircraft technology? Tough 
economic times demand that trust, argue some in NATO. 

Smart defense has become the buzzword in lean economic 
times of NATO planners looking to do more with less as they 
reshape a shared defense strategy. 

While there has been a lot of talk of pooling resources, 
British Defense Secretary Philip Hammond argued at the 
Munich Security Conference in February that collaboration 
needs to go beyond that. 

“Common standards, interoperability, connectivity have 
to be built into this agenda, and we need to think of these 
things as the DNA of smart defense, they are the platform on 
which these collaborative efforts to get more for our buck 
have to be built in the future,” Hammond said. 

Fiscal necessity, he argued, should be seen not as a threat 
but an opportunity to create new thinking. 

If significant steps aren’t taken toward using “smart 
defense" in shared strategy, some analysts argue, it could spell 
the beginning of the end of the alliance as a serious military 

force. Others argue such a profound change can only be 
accomplished incrementally and it is unrealistic to expect 
major changes in Chicago. 

Just last year, outgoing Defense Secretary Robert Gates 
cautioned allies that a war-weary U.S. was tired of its role as 
NATO’s bankroller, and that the alliance faces a “dim if not 
dismal" future if Europe doesn’t invest more wisely in 
defense. 

“Smart defense, in a perfect world, would mean NATO 
partners trusted each other to the extent they could give up a 
chunk of their own capability to focus on things they are really 
good at,” said Jan Techau, the director of Carnegie Europe, the 
European Centre of the Carnegie Endowment for International 
Peace. “The benefit is that you save money and get more bang 
for the buck. You don’t have double, triple, quadruple of the 
same assets or redundancies. You don’t have everybody doing 
a little bit of everything.” 

Better burden-sharing, with nations carving out unique 
niches, is one way to keep NATO vital as Europe struggles to 
emerge from an economic crisis that’s putting a strain on 
resources, alliance leadership acknowledges. 

Getting to that point could take time, however, as it means 
giving up some control to allies who may not agree on the best 
approach in a given situation. 

“One of the main drivers of smart defense is to say we are 
aware of the gaps, we can’t close them alone, so let’s do it 
through multinational collaboration,” said Joachim Hofbauer, 
an expert on U.S. and European defense acquisition at the 
Center for Strategic and International Studies in Washington. 
“Everybody gets the logic of it, but it doesn’t always work out 
that way. At the end of the day, it all depends on how well 
NATO succeeds in translating those theories into actual 
gains.” 

NATO members have had some recent successes with 
resource sharing, including an airlift consortium of mostly 
NATO countries operating out of Hungary. 
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An investment strategy that reduces redundancies in 
acquisition could help NATO become less reliant on the U.S. 
for crucial war fighting capabilities. 

“During our operation in Libya, the United States 
deployed critical assets, such as drones, precision-guided 
munitions and air-to-air refueling. We need such assets to be 
available more widely among Allies,” Anders Fogh 
Rasmussen, NATO’s secretary general, wrote in a recent 
assessment of the mission. 

In Chicago, NATO will take measures to address those 
problems, according to Rasmussen. 

But numerous obstacles stand in the way of a grand, 
burden-sharing, resource pooling alliance, including concerns 
about encroachments on national sovereignty. 

“Governments who cooperate closely on defense matters 
need to be certain that partners will do their part when called 
upon to participate in operations,” wrote Bastian Giegerich, 
fellow at the German think tank, Stiftung Neue 
Verantwortung, in a recent paper. “On the other hand, 
governments will worry about being pressured to participate in 
operations they themselves do not consider vital. Hence, 
pooling and sharing requires a degree of trust that is currently 
not shared among all NATO allies.” 

Rather than NATO-wide initiatives, pooling of resources 
is more likely to come in the form of pragmatic cooperation 
among a few countries with shared interests, Giegerich wrote. 

There also are economic concerns. When it comes to 
granting defense contracts, countries are usually more inclined 
to do business with domestic corporations. Add to that 
different budget cycles and varying military and strategic 
ambitions and the “smart defense” concept gets even more 
complicated, Hofbauer said. 

From a national perspective, defense spending is about 
more than bolstering defense capabilities, Techau said. 

“For a lot of countries, it’s partly about defense. It’s also 
about supporting industry, jobs, and the symbolic value of 

keeping people in uniform,” Techau said. “My feeling is, we 
will not see a revolution or 180 degree turn around in Chicago. 
It’s politically too difficult to do this.” 

If smart defense is to be achieved, it will be incremental 
and over many years, he said. 

“In the next three, five years, there won’t be the kind of 
differences the U.S. wants to see,” Techau said. 

In other words, if NATO launches another mission such 
as the one it conducted in Libya, it will be the U.S. that will be 
called upon to do the heavy lifting, footing much of the bill 
and technology. 

Despite the skepticism, there is a sense of urgency at 
NATO headquarters, where officials have spent much of the 
past year talking up the potential of “smart defense” as the 
answer to operating in an age of austerity. 

Meanwhile, U.S. defense officials continue to pressure 
Europe to contribute more resources to the alliance. Defense 
Secretary Leon Panetta has cautioned NATO that “smart 
defense” shouldn’t be an excuse for spending less. 

Skeptics, however, doubt that Rasmussen’s pledge to 
deliver concrete “smart defense” commitments in Chicago will 
translate into a new reality for NATO. 

“Right now, I wouldn’t expect too much from Chicago,” 
Hofbauer said. “Implementing something like this will take a 
long time.” 

Still, NATO remains too important for the U.S. to turn 
away from, even if allies fall short of expectations, Techau 
said. 

“Smart defense certainly is a big issue, but it’s not a make 
or break it situation,” Techau said. “NATO has value in ways 
people don’t even notice. Think of the transparency it creates 
among allies, the contingency planning that takes place. 

“It’s the best agency we in the West have to deal with 
security issues,” he said. “Look around the world? Where else 
does the U.S. have such allies?” 
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27. Team Navy/Coast Guard Rallies During 2012 Warrior Games 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 04 MAY 12) ... Lt. Michael Fallon and Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Katherine Hofman, Chief of 
Naval Personnel Public Affairs 

COLORADO SPRINGS, Colo. -- Team Navy/Coast 
Guard rallied to win an individual bronze medal in the 
shooting competition May 3, followed by a win over the 
undefeated Marines volleyball team at the U.S. Olympic 
Training Center during the third day of the 2012 Warrior 
Games competition. 

Fueled by the enthusiasm of a spontaneous pep rally at the 
Olympic Training Center, Navy Aviation Electronics 
Technician 2nd Class Andrew Wilson went on to win a bronze 
medal in the standing air rifle competition. 

"I am real proud of Andrew, and proud of the 
accomplishments of everyone here today," said Shooting 
Coach J.J. O'Shea. "The whole team already has a gold medal 
in my book." 

Wilson, a resident of San Diego, Calif., received a serious 
upper leg injury in 2011, when a jet engine exploded on board 
the flight deck of USS John C. Stennis (CVN 74). 

Wining the medal drove the team forward in Thursday's 
sitting volleyball game. 

Team Navy/Coast Guard won the first of three sets of 
volleyball played against the Marines, which marked the end 
of the Marines' winning streak. 

"I'm pretty thrilled to have beat the Marines," said retired 
Navy Electrician's Mate 2nd Class Joshua Rosenberg, Sitting 
Volleyball member. "They were undefeated before today." 

Upon the conclusion of the volleyball match, Fleet Master 
Chief for the U.S. Pacific Fleet John Minyard noted, "These 
are great bunch of athletes, very inspiriting, they are a 'team' 
without a doubt." 

To date, Team Navy/Coast Guard has won bronze in the 
team recurve archery event and bronze in the standing air rifle 
shooting event. 

The 35 warrior athletes are participating as Team 
Navy/Coast Guard, sponsored by Navy Safe Harbor, the Navy 
and Coast Guard's wounded warrior support program, a key 
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component of the Department of the Navy's 21st Century 
Sailor and Marine initiative. The initiative is meant to 
maximize Sailor and Marine personal readiness, build 
resiliency and hone the most combat-effective force in the 
history of the Department of the Navy. 

The Warrior Games, hosted by the U.S. Olympic 
Committee's paralympics military program, provides an 
opportunity for wounded, ill, and injured service members to 
participate in competitive sports against members of other 
branches of service. 

World-Class Coaches Prepare Team Navy/Coast 
Guard For Gold 

As the members of Team Navy/Coast Guard compete for 
gold in the 2012 Warrior Games in Colorado Springs, Colo., 
May 1-5, 2012, a cadre of world-class coaches have been 
teaching and training the warrior athletes to achieve their peak 
performance, and overcome the limitations of their disabilities. 

As with all teams, the coaches act as mentors and 
teachers, and guide the athletes to work together as a team. 
However, there is an added aspect with Team Navy/Coast 
Guard, their incredible adaptability, resiliency and choice to 
persevere; they don't look at themselves as having disabilities, 
but rather new abilities, and they are hungry to share that 
attitude with their teammates. 

As Rick Babington, the cycling coach, puts it "I love 
working with them because they are such a cohesive group; 
they are so willing to help each other out as a team, which is 
not prevalent other places. But Team Navy/Coast Guard has 
got it together." 

The strength of the coaches lies in their experience and 
also their ability to let the athletes' realize their potential as 
wounded, injured and seriously-ill athletes. 

Head Coach James "Will" Wilson told the team, "You 
know that there is life beyond disability. Show them what can 
be done. You are the example, representing the U.S. Navy and 
Coast Guard." 

The coaches are instrumental in taking novice athletes and 
showing them how they can compete at a higher level. 

"New athletes [without a sports background] come to the 
training camp not knowing what they can do," said volleyball 
coach Rik Mullane. "Then they get with the team and then see 
what they are capable of." 

There is a seamless joining of the coaching staff and the 
team, creating a network of support that epitomizes the 
fighting spirit the athletes have displayed since opening day. 

Team Captain Mineman 2nd Class Linda Simpson 
recognizes how the coaches put all they have into providing 
the best support possible for the team. 

"They are friendly, patient and caring. It is a family 
atmosphere of dedicated individuals. They are not here for 
themselves, not even for one athlete. They are here for the 
team," Simpson said. 

Team Navy/Coast Guard's coaching staff includes: 
Archery 

Russell Wolfe: Competing in archery since 1999 at the 
National Veterans Wheelchair Games; 2008 Paralympic 
Archery Team, and part of the 2009 PARA-Archery World 
Team, earning a bronze medal in the men's recurve 
competition. 

Cycling 
Rick Babington: A 30-year cycling coach, working with 

the paralympic athletes since 2006. 
Shooting 
J.J. O'Shea: O'Shea is a 20-year competitor in 

marksmanship sports. He spent the second decade coaching, 
and many of his shooters were ranked nationally. He is the 
founder of M1 for Vets, a nonprofit organization that gives 
transitioning combat-wounded veterans opportunities to 
participate in shooting competitions. 

Swimming 
Dr. Aaron Moffett, Ph.D: Cal State University - San 

Bernardino professor of kinesiology and director of DisAbility 
Sports Festival, a nonprofit organization promoting physical 
activity for people with disabilities and raising awareness of 
adaptive sports. 

Track & Field 
Teri Jordan: a world class athlete, she set national and 

international records in track events, and heralded as being the 
first great female distance runner. She placed 6th in the 1976 
Olympic trials. She was head track coach at Penn State 
University for 15 years, coaching many who went on to 
become Olympians. She stood up Penn State's paralympic 
collegiate program, and currently serves as the director of 
disability recreation. 

Kent Pagel: College track & field coach for over 35 years. 
Trained 6-time champion at Louisiana State University as well 
as several olympian athletes. Currently, he is the logistics 
coordinator for Navy Safe Harbor in Port Hueneme, Calif. 

Ramona Pagel: A four-time U.S. Olympian and American 
record holder in women's shot put. She has coached several 
olympians and many NCAA Division I all-Americans. She 
works for Morale, Welfare, and Recreation aboard Naval Base 
Ventura County. 

Wheelchair Basketball 
Grant Moorhead: Moorhead has spent his career working 

with the San Diego Adaptive Sports Foundation after facing 
his daughter's struggles with a spinal cord injury. He is the 
coach of a nationally-ranked wheelchair basketball team. 

Dan Cashen: A member of a D3 National Wheelchair 
Basketball Association (NWBA) team, and has been involved 
in the San Diego Adaptive Sports Foundation since a 
motorcycle accident that left him paralyzed six years ago. 

Sitting Volleyball 
Rik Mullane: Retired Air Force and project manager 

(PMP) at Wells Fargo Bank, Rik Mullane has been a USA 
Junior Olympic volleyball coach since 2000. He also coaches 
A2 sitting volleyball at the national level. 
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28. Navy Develops Operational Stress Control Mobile Training Teams 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 04 MAY 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Andrea Perez, Navy Personnel Command Public 
Affairs 

MILLINGTON, Tenn. -- Continuing its focus on 
providing resources for 21st Century Sailors and Marines, the 

Navy has developed two operational stress control mobile 
training teams (OSC MTT), officials said May 4. 
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According to NAVADMIN 150/12, the OSC MTTs will 
deliver OSC Leader and OSC Front Line Supervisor training 
to Navy commands. The two teams have been positioned on 
the East and West Coasts to provide quick responses to 
requests for training. 

"We wanted to expand the availability of our OSC skills 
training, and the MTTs are the most cost-effective method. 
This brings the training to the command," said Capt. Kurt 
Scott, Behavioral Health Programs director, Bureau of Naval 
Personnel. "The most important part of these courses is the 
frank discussion among attendees. When members of a 
command talk about what they see as stress-related issues and 
how course tools could be applied in their commands, OSC 
becomes more than a concept - it becomes a way of doing 
day-to-day business." 

The six-hour OSC Leader course is designed for unit 
wardrooms and chief petty officer messes, while the four-hour 
OSC Front Line Supervisor course focuses on helping E-6 to 

O-3 deckplate leaders develop skills to recognize and address 
stress in their Sailors. 

The OSC Leader course is an interactive, professionally-
facilitated, skills-based course. Leaders learn how to identify 
stress, build resilience and mitigate stress before it becomes a 
stress injury or illness. During the course the command 
leadership will share their real-world experiences and how 
they handled stress. 

The OSC Front Line Supervisor course provides in-depth 
training for deckplate supervisors to enhance their ability to 
recognize and effectively intervene with Sailors suffering from 
emotional distress caused by life's challenges. The course 
emphasizes supervisory as much as helping skills. 

Commanders, commanding officers, and command 
master chiefs are encouraged to request training for their 
wardrooms and messes prior to beginning a deployment work-
up period. The MTTs travel and train at no cost to the 
requesting command. 
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29. Oceana Motorcycle Riders Pledge 'W82TXT' 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 04 MAY 12) ... Cathy Heimer, NAS Oceana Public Affairs 

VIRGINIA BEACH, Va. -- As part of Hampton Roads 
public service safety campaign, Sailors who are motorcycle 
riders at Naval Air Station (NAS) Oceana and Dam Neck 
Annex took the pledge to keep themselves safe on the road 
May 3, whether riding their bikes or behind the wheel of a 
vehicle. 

"W82TXT," the campaign sponsored by local television 
station, WAVY -TV 10, visited Oceana for the second time 
since sponsoring the program one year ago. 

"W82TXT is a grassroots effort campaign to promote 
awareness about texting and driving. It's become a huge 
epidemic in this area and a lot of people are thinking they can 
get away with it and they don't realize the severity and danger 
of it," explained Kenita Bowers, community affairs director 
for WAVY -TV 10. 

The filming of the public service announcement with the 
riders is one of several local events to recognize that May is 
Motorcycle Safety Awareness Month. The National Safety 
Council sponsors the campaign to make vehicle drivers more 
aware of bikers and to share the road with them. Another 
event to promote motorcycle safety is the annual Oceana 
Motorcycle Safety Rodeo, to be held May 4. 

NAS Oceana Executive Officer Capt. Kit Chope 
participated in the filming of the PSA and also promoted the 
Oceana Motorcycle Safety Rodeo. 

"As a fellow driver on the roads, it's a hazard to me, my 
family and my friends when folks are driving distracted. So 
therefore, us supporting the W82TXT campaign is an 
investment in our own future and our health," said Chope. 

Chope, the father of two teenagers, one of whom is a 
driver, believes "anything I can do to keep them safe is 
important. But it's not just about my kids; it's about all of our 
folks who are working here on base, our fellow neighbors in 
Hampton Roads." 

Motorcycle riders such as Aviation Structural Mechanic 
(AM) 3rd Class (AW) Matthew Rucker, is one of the riders 

from Oceana concerned about the effect that distracted drivers 
have. 

"A lot of times, the cars don't see us and this (W82TXT) 
will make it a lot safer for a lot of people," he said. Rucker, 
from the Fleet Readiness Center Mid-Atlantic Site Oceana 
was one of the Sailors pledging to W82TXT. 

"This raises awareness, especially for motorcyclists," said 
Rucker, who rides a 2003 Harley Davidson. 

While the station has visited a minimum of four events 
each quarter since its kickoff, Bowers said Oceana is the only 
military base where they have filmed their PSAs. "Popping" a 
blue thumb band for the cameras, the Sailors pledged not to 
text while driving. As part of that pledge, they also signed the 
traveling banner promising not to text while driving. 

With thousands of Hampton Roads residents taking the 
pledge, Bowers said the station has filled up two banners with 
signatures and is now on its third. "Our goal was to get a 
150,000 people to sign and I'm sure we surpassed that," she 
said. 

Chope also wanted to remind drivers that texting while 
driving on a military installation is illegal. "The Navy long 
ago, outlawed use of cell phones on base, unless it's in a 
hands-free fashion, so there's no texting on cell phones, no 
playing games on cell phones, no taking pictures on cell 
phone, if you're driving on a naval installation." 

Since July 1, 2009, texting while driving is a secondary 
violation in the state of Virginia, meaning the police must spot 
a more serious offense to pull a driver over. But if cited for 
texting while driving, drivers will be issued a ticket which 
comes with a fine. And if a driver is driving recklessly 
because they are texting, like weaving in and out their lane, 
the police can cite them for reckless driving as the primary 
offense. 

Bowers sees W82TXT as an ongoing event. "I'd love to 
say the problem is over, problem solved and we've stopped but 
as long as it's an epidemic and the community needs to be 
aware of it, we'll keep going with it," she said. 
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30. Navy Region Northwest Participates In Group Health Commute Challenge 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 04 MAY 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist Seaman Chris Brown, Navy Public Affairs Support Element 
West, Det. Northwest 

SILVERDALE, Wash. -- Members of the Department of 
the Navy in the Northwest region are participating in the 
Group Health Commute Challenge throughout the month of 
May. 

Sponsored by Group Health and Cascade Bicycle Club, 
the commute challenge promotes an environmentally sound 
and healthy alternative to commuting. 

"There are many benefits to this challenge," said Richard 
Trimble, captain of the "100% Navy" team. "Personally, 
fitness tops the list for me, but psychologically it invigorates 
me coming to work and relieves the stress of the day going 
home." 

The Environmental Protection Agency has put out a 
challenge to all federal agencies in the Northwest to see who 
can gain the most participants and log the most miles. 

"This will be the first year that there is a federal 
challenge," said Trimble. "My mission for the federal 

challenge is to get as many people on a team with U.S. Navy 
as their organization." 

May is recognized as physical fitness month for the Navy 
and "National Bike Month." 

"The healthier the Navy is, the more productive we are," 
said Trimble. "It is not taking any time from the Navy, and it 
is a great way to increase our fitness." 

Along with fitness the Group Health Commute Challenge 
helps promote a cleaner environment. 

"The more people we can get to ride to work, the more we 
can help reduce the Department of Navy's quota to reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions," said Trimble. 

According to the commute challenge official website, last 
year, there were more than 11,000 active riders, 1,306,014 
miles logged, more than 1 million pounds of carbon dioxide 
saved from the air and 55 million calories burned. 
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31. Defense Budget Casualties Light On Civilian Side 
Overhead costs rise quickly 
(WASHINGTON TIMES 06 MAY 12) ... Rowan Scarborough 

The Pentagon’s civilian workforce, which expanded 
dramatically during President Obama’s first three years, is not 
facing any significant reductions even as the Defense 
Department is slashing ground troops by more than 10 
percent, retiring ships and combat planes, and putting off the 
purchases of some new weapons. 

President Bush’s last budget, for fiscal 2009, pegged 
Defense Department civilians at 739,000, according to the 
department’s latest “Green Book” budget document on total 
spending. 

This year, the number of civilians sits at 801,000, an 
increase of 62,000 personnel, or 8 percent; it is expected to 
decline by 1 percent next year. 

Some defense analysts say this was not supposed to 
happen. 

In the summer of 2010, Defense Secretary Robert M. 
Gates announced a series of cost-saving initiatives that 
included keeping civilian employees to that year’s number of 
778,000. The services started issuing press releases on the 
number of civilian jobs they had erased. 

Two years later, civilian employment has risen by 23,000 
personnel. 

At about the same time as the Gates downsizing push, the 
Defense Business Board, a Pentagon advisory panel to the 
defense secretary, issued a report calling for a 15 percent 
decrease in civilian employees. 

“That has not happened,” said Arnold Punaro, who led the 
task force. 

Mr. Punaro, a retired Marine Corps Reserve major general 
who headed the Senate Armed Services Committee’s 
Democratic staff, said the defense budget is suffering through 
rapid increases in personnel overhead costs at the expense of 
troops. 

“While the fighting force is coming down, the overhead 
continues to grow,” he said. “It was an adverse ratio to start 

with, and it’s getting worse. You want to put your money in 
the tip of the spear, not in the rear with the gear.” 

Overhead And Cost Savings 
“They are not reducing the overhead they way they need 

to. George Bush did not do it, and Obama hasn’t done it 
either,” Mr. Punaro said. “When you are downsizing the 
fighting side of the Army and Marine Corps, shouldn’t we 
take a hard look at headquarters and overhead?” 

The Pentagon offers reasons for the growing wartime 
civilian workforce under Mr. Obama. 

“The department’s civilian growth is largely tied to key 
strategic initiatives, including improved acquisition practices, 
increased medical support for our troops and their families, 
and greater protection of our [information technology] 
systems,” said ArmyLt. Col. Elizabeth Robbins, a Pentagon 
spokeswoman. 

“As a result, there were increases in the acquisition 
workforce, the medical support staff, and the cyber/IT staff. 
There were also military-to-civilian conversions to get the 
military back to their primary responsibilities, and as a cost-
saving measure, the department insourced contractor positions 
to civilian positions,” she said. 

“Insource” refers to converting a contractor post to a 
government job - a switch that Mr. Punaro says adds costs 
over time. 

“My argument is, if you need increases somewhere, you 
do it within a freeze level or do it by attrition,” he said. “In 
other words, you don’t grow the overall size of the workforce, 
because that is just growing the overhead. Some of these could 
be justified in terms of where you are putting the people, but 
why can’t you do it within the existing ceiling.” 

A Sizable Force 
Robert Hale, the Pentagon’s chief financial officer, told 

Congress in February that the number of civilian workers will 
fall by about 1 percent next year, to 791,000. 
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During the next five years, he said, he foresees only a 
“modest decline. I think it’s an issue we’ll have to look at 
again.” 

This indicates that the Defense Department’s civilian 
workforce will not approach its Sept. 11, 2001, payroll of 
687,000 employees even though the Pentagon has largely 
removed itself from Iraq and is winding down operations in 
Afghanistan. 

The active military is being cut back to nearly its 2001 
roster of about 1.4 million. The troop downsizing is a big part 
of the Obama administration’s plan to make $487 billion in 
defense cuts over 10 years. 

Looked at another way, the Pentagon’s 801,000 civilians 
exceed the combined size of the active-duty Navy and Air 
Force. 

The civilian workforce is even larger when the 
department’s 766,000 private contractors - many added during 
the George W. Bush years - are counted. Together, this 
civilian force exceeds the uniformed active force by more than 
150,000. 

The Office of Secretary of the Defense lists 2,700 military 
and civilian workers. But when contractors and reservists on 
active duty are counted, the number swells to more than 5,000. 

The federal workforce’s size has become a political issue. 
Rep. Howard P. “Buck” McKeon, California Republican 

and chairman of the House Armed Services Committee, has 
introduced legislation that would impose a 10 percent 
workforce reduction. He said this would fend off further 
automatic defense cuts, called sequestration, for 2013. 

The issue came to a head as Defense Secretary Leon E. 
Panetta appeared, with Mr. Hale, before the House 
Appropriations subcommittee on defense. 

“Frankly, I don’t think you should de-trigger sequester on 
the backs of our civilian workforce,” Mr. Panetta testified. “I 
mean, I realize that savings could be achieved there, but the 
civilian workforce does perform a very important role for us in 
terms of support.” 

A senior flag officer at the Pentagon told The Washington 
Times that because of federal rules, “the problem with 
reducing civilians is you can’t fire anyone. The only way to do 
it is not to replace them.” 

‘Government Always Gets Bigger’ 
When Mr. Gates announced an attempt to freeze civilian 

jobs in 2010, he stated that “our headquarters and support 
bureaucracies, military and civilian alike, have swelled to 
cumbersome and top-heavy proportions, grown over-reliant on 
contractors and grown accustomed to operating with little 
consideration to cost.” 

Steven Bucci does not see it that way, after having 
directed a homeland defense office of civilian employees, 
military personnel and private contractors in the Donald H. 
Rumsfeld Pentagon, when troops and bureaucratic manpower 
grew to fight the war on terrorism. 

“I had 60 people working for me and 30 of them were 
contractors, and I’ve got to tell you, I needed every one of 
those bodies,” said Mr. Bucci, a retired Army Green Beret 
colonel who now is an analyst at the Heritage Foundation. 

“In the areas I worked in, we didn’t have a lot of fat. I had 
one admin person who supported all 60 of us. I did not have a 
personal secretary and a bunch of other people to do budget 
and that sort of stuff. I did not see a lot of civilian fat in [the 
Pentagon].” 

He recalls Mr. Rumsfeld asking why men and women in 
uniform were answering the phones and filing papers when 
civilians could do those jobs and free more troops to fight. 

“If you hire a [civil service employee], once hired, if they 
don’t work out, it is almost impossible to get rid of them,” Mr. 
Bucci said Mr. Rumsfeld was told. “If the military person 
doesn’t work out, you get a replacement.” 

Christopher Preble, an analyst at the libertarian Cato 
Institute, advocates even deeper reductions in the active force. 
He has a simple explanation for why the number of civilian 
workers grows. 

“Because government always gets bigger,” he said. “I 
don’t think there is any question the civilian workforce has 
grown far more than it should have... It has grown 
considerably more costly on a per-person basis in the same 
way it is more costly to maintain active-duty personnel. 

“The U.S. military is far larger than it needs to be for the 
United States to be extremely secure and safe, far safer and 
secure than any other country on the planet and maybe in 
history.” 
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32. Panel To Vote: Shield Vets Spending From Cuts? 
(NAVY TIMES 04 MAY 12) ... Rick Maze 

The House Budget Committee is poised to pass two 
measures on Monday to avoid across-the-board federal budget 
cuts in January and also restore $8 billion in previously 
approved defense cuts. 

In the process, the committee also will move to clarify 
that veterans’ health care and benefits funds and 
administrative accounts are exempt from the across-the-board 
cuts during this sequester or any in the future. It also exempts 
Defense Department mandatory funds — used for some 
retirement, health care and education programs — from the 
automatic budget cuts. 

This will not be the final word. Republicans who control 
the House plan to pass the two measures before Memorial 
Day, allowing them to claim they have presented a plan to 
avoid the dreaded across-the-board cuts that would require a 
10 percent reduction in defense programs and an 8 percent 

reduction in most domestic programs. But the White House 
and Democratic-controlled Senate do not agree on the details. 

On the agenda for Monday’s meeting is HR 4966, the 
Sequester Replacement Act of 2012, and a draft bill, The 
Sequester Replacement Reconciliation Act of 2012, that 
includes cuts in other federal programs that make it possible to 
avoid the looming Jan. 2 reductions in federal spending while 
also reversing defense cuts made last year as part of the 
Budget Control Act of 2012. 

As a result of these adjustments, the Defense Department 
budget for 2013 would be $554 billion rather than the $546 
billion limit approved in last year’s budget agreement between 
Congress and the White House. The $554 billion does not 
include overseas contingency operating funds, which would 
add another $88.5 billion. 
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The reconciliation bill includes recommendations from 
six House committees for reducing spending, a process that 
did not apply to the defense or veterans budgets. 

Included in HR 4966 is a change in law, first proposed by 
Rep. Jeff Miller, R-Fla., that attempts to clarify confusion over 
how sequestration — a process created in 1985 — applies to 
veterans programs. 

There was never a question about funding for veterans 
benefits, including disability, survivor and education benefits, 
because they are specifically exempt. But the White House 
announced last week, after months of study, that it had 
determined veterans’ health programs were exempt from 

sequestration. The statement from the White House’s Office of 
Management and Budget, the arm of the executive branch 
tasked with issuing sequestration orders, said it remains 
unclear whether Veterans Affairs Department administrative 
funds would be subject to cuts. 

The bill clarifies that VA health care and administrative 
funds are not subject to sequestration. Additionally, the bill 
would exempt the Defense Department’s roughly $7 billion in 
mandatory spending — money that goes for entitlement 
programs and some purchases for the military’s stockpile of 
rare minerals and other strategic and critical materials. 
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33. DoD Details Civilian Personnel Telework Changes 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 04 MAY 12) ... Jim Garamone 

WASHINGTON – Defense officials announced decisions 
designed to strengthen telework and make it more attractive to 
supervisors and employees, the deputy assistant secretary of 
defense for civilian personnel policy said here yesterday. 

Paige Hinkle-Bowles said the changes to the telework 
program require DoD leaders to promote telework within their 
respective components. 

In an interview with the Pentagon Channel and American 
Forces Press Service, Hinkle-Bowes said the changes look to 
overcome barriers that previously limited the use of the 
telework tool for defense managers. 

The changes are far-reaching. All civilian positions in the 
department need to be marked as being eligible or not eligible 
for telework. “All employees need to be notified if they are 
eligible for telework in the position they are in,” Hinkle-
Bowles said. 

Also, any employee in a telework-eligible position who 
opts to telework must sign a telework agreement with the 
supervisor, and both the supervisor and employee need to 
attend training on the program. In the past, the program 
required only the employee to attend training. 

The final big change is to incorporate how to include 
emergency and contingency operations into the telework 
policy and how to use telework in those operations, Hinkle-
Bowles said. 

In fact, the department has practiced keeping the 
government open in the face of possible threats ranging from a 

pandemic flu outbreak or natural disasters to localized 
emergencies such as snow storms. 

“We would like telework to change a bit more than it 
has,” Hinkle-Bowles said. “A big part of the policy is to have 
the culture change so people understand that telework is really 
work, and employees are held accountable. Supervisors should 
have a way to hold those employees accountable and keep the 
work moving.” 

The most recent data, from 2009, showed that about 5 
percent of DoD employees teleworked. Hinkle-Bowles said 
she believes the trend is up, but 2012 statistics won’t be 
available from the Office of Personnel Management until this 
summer. 

Government leaders are pushing the program. They see 
telework as a way to cut down commute times and relieve 
pressures in government offices. It’s also a quality-of-life 
issue that can be employed to attract and retain the best 
workers. The changes grew out of the Telework Enhancement 
Act of 2010. 

Most office employees will qualify for the telework 
option. However, some employees, by the nature of their 
work, will not. Some show-stoppers include jobs requiring 
daily handling of classified materials, jobs requiring face-to-
face interactions with customers, or jobs requiring face-to-face 
interactions with co-workers. 

Still, “as long as the employee is doing the work from an 
alternate work site, it really should be transparent to the office 
and the customers,” Hinkle-Bowles said. 
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34. Multiple Arrests In Alleged Sale Of LSD, Ecstacy Near Navy Base 
(NEW LONDON DAY 04 MAY 12) ... Izaskun E. Larrañeta and Karen Florin 

GROTON — A 23-year-old Pawtucket, R.I., man 
exchanged text messages with a town resident, then headed to 
Connecticut with three others Thursday to deliver a large 
amount of hallucinogenic drugs, according to police. 

At the prearranged "meet" site on Ohio Avenue, where 
many Navy families live, Travis Haught and his three 
companions were greeted by members of the Navy Criminal 
Investigative Service, Statewide Narcotics Task Force and 
Groton Town Police. The police had learned of the deal from 
others they arrested earlier in the week. 

Haught and his three companions were arrested. Two 
Sailors from the Naval Submarine Base and two residents of 
Navy housing also were arrested earlier in the week while 

allegedly trying to buy drugs, and two other Sailors were 
given infractions for having a small amount of marijuana. 

Police confiscated more than two ounces of MDMA, also 
known as Ecstasy, and over 100 doses of LSD. Haught was 
carrying the MDMA in powder form in his backpack, 
according to a police report. Some of the drug was in a 
container designed to look like a "Dr. Pepper" soda can, police 
said. The LSD was in the form of "peace designs" on a 3-by-3-
inch folded magazine paper that Haught carried in his shirt 
pocket. He also had a digital scale, a silver spoon and a 10-
inch hunting knife with a 6-inch blade, according to police. 

The police charged Haught with conspiracy to possess 
hallucinogens with intent to sell, two counts of possession of 
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hallucinogens with intent to sell, two counts of possession of 
hallucinogens, possession of drug paraphernalia and 
possession of a dangerous weapon. 

They charged the other occupants of the car, Ashton 
Knudsen, 20, of Charlestown, R.I., and Joshua Zuckerman, 24, 
and Cheyenne Collins, 18, both of Pawtucket, with conspiracy 
to possess hallucinogens with intent to sell. 

Haught, Knudsen and Collins were held overnight and 
presented for arraignment Friday in New London Superior 
Court. None has a prior criminal record, according to court 
officials. 

Describing Haught as the "main player" and the "target" 
of the investigation, Judge Kevin P. McMahon set his bond at 
$150,000 and continued the case to May 16. 

Knudsen, the alleged "wheelman," or driver, admitted to 
knowing the purpose of the ride to Connecticut and to 
accepting money, according to prosecutor Rafael Bustamante. 
The judge set his bond at $75,000. 

McMahon ordered Collins released on a written promise 
to appear in court on May 29. He said there is not much to tie 
her to the crime beyond her mere presence when the deal was 
attempted. 

Zuckerman had posted bond from the police department 
and is scheduled to be arraigned May 17. 

The investigation began after two Sailors assigned to the 
Naval Submarine Base were given infractions Monday for 
possession of a small amount of marijuana, according to Lt. 
John W. Varone of the Groton Police Department. 

On Tuesday, police charged two Sailors with criminal 
attempt to possess hallucinogens. Bron Lukas, 24, and John 
Elder, 20, of the Naval Submarine Base are out on a $5,000 
bond and are scheduled to appear in New London Superior 
Court on May 15. 

Lukas also was charged with having a weapon in a motor 
vehicle. 

Corey Bernard, 20, of 202 Michigan Drive, and Derrick 
Saunders, 21, of 263 Osprey Drive, also were charged with 
criminal attempt to possess hallucinogens. Police could not 
say whether they were Sailors, but did say they live in Navy 
housing. Both men are free on a $5,000 bond and will appear 
in court on May 15. 

NCIS spokesman Ed Buice could not be reached to 
comment. 
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35. Navy Accepts Delivery Of Future USS Michael Murphy 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 04 MAY 12) ... Team Ships Public Affairs 

BATH, Maine -- The Navy accepted delivery of the future 
USS Michael Murphy (DDG 112) today from General 
Dynamics at their Bath Iron Works shipyard. 

Michael Murphy is the last DDG 51-class ship to deliver 
until the class restart ships begin delivering in fiscal year 
2016. 

DDG 112 successfully completed combined super trials in 
the Atlantic Ocean in March. During the four days underway, 
Bath Iron Works and the Navy's Board of Inspection and 
Survey tested the ship and its systems as required to prove 
operational readiness. 

"This delivery marks a very significant milestone for not 
only the crew of Michael Murphy, but also the Navy, the 
shipbuilder Bath Iron Works, and the local community in 
Bath, Maine," said Capt. Mark Vandroff, Program Executive 
Office Ships' DDG 51-class program manager. "This is yet 
another well-built and tremendously capable ship that will 
soon join the Fleet. It will be bittersweet to see the ship sail 
away this summer, but we look forward to delivering more of 
these key war fighting ships in the future." 

The new destroyer honors the late Lt. Michael P. Murphy, 
who was posthumously awarded the Medal of Honor for his 
actions as leader of a Navy SEAL team in Afghanistan. 

Murphy was the first person to be awarded the medal for 
actions in Afghanistan, and the first member of the U.S. Navy 
to receive the award since the Vietnam War. 

Accepting delivery of DDG 112 represents the official 
transfer of the ship from the shipbuilder to the Navy, and 
signifies Michael Murphy's transition to operational status. A 
commissioning ceremony will be held this October in New 
York City. 

The DDG 51-class ship is a multi-mission, guided-missile 
destroyer designed to operate in multi-threat air, surface and 
sub-surface threat environments. The class of ship provides 
combat capability and survivability characteristics, while 
minimizing procurement and lifetime support costs due to the 
program's maturity. The DDG 51 program continues to 
reinforce affordability and efficiency in its shipbuilding 
program with a commitment to deliver ships at the highest 
possible quality and to manage a seamless transition to the 
Fleet. 

DDG 113, currently under construction by Huntington 
Ingalls Industries in Pascagoula, Miss., will be the first of the 
DDG 51-class program continuation ships. DDG 114, 115, 
and 116 are also under contract with BIW and HII and are 
expected to begin delivery in 2016. 
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36. JHSV 3 Keel Authenticated 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 04 MAY 12) ... Team Ships Public Affairs 

MOBILE, Ala. -- Austal USA held a keel laying 
ceremony for Joint High Speed Vessel Fortitude (JHSV 3) at 
its shipyard in Mobile, Ala., May 3, symbolically recognizing 
the beginning of ship construction. 

During the ceremony, Rep. Jo Bonner authenticated the 
keel for the third JHSV under construction, currently more 

than 30 percent complete. Austal has leveraged production 
efficiencies, gained through the use of its Modular 
Manufacturing Facility. 

"This keel laying of the third JHSV is an important 
milestone," said Capt. Henry Stevens, the Strategic and 
Theater Sealift program manager for PEO Ships. "We are now 
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beginning to see the fruits of serial production and what it can 
mean to shipbuilding efficiency." 

JHSVs will be used for fast intra-theater transportation of 
troops, military vehicles and equipment for missions ranging 
from contingency operations and humanitarian assistance, to 
disaster relief and emerging seabasing concepts in austere port 
environments. 

The ships will be capable of transporting 600 short tons 
1,200 nautical miles at an average speed of 35 knots. They 
will be capable of operating in shallow-draft ports and 
waterways, interfacing with roll-on/roll-off discharge 
facilities, and on/off-loading a combat-loaded Abrams Main 
Battle Tank (M1A2). 
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37. Officials: Budget Cuts Could Endanger War Funds 
(NAVY TIMES 14 MAY 12) ... Rick Maze 

Funding for ongoing military operations in Afghanistan 
could be slashed by across-the-board budget cuts in January if 
Congress and the White House can’t find a way to avoid 
sequestration, White House budget officials are warning. 

The specter of a 10 percent cut in war-related funds — 
requiring reductions in operating, supply and personnel costs 
was raised by a White House budget expert as a possible 
consequence of the budget cuts, looming as a result of the 
Budget Control Act of 2011. 

That law requires automatic reductions because no 
agreement was reached last year on a package of $1.2 trillion 
in spending cuts over 10 years. 

With no immediate solution in sight to avoid a Jan. 2, 
2013, sequestration order in domestic and defense spending, 
White House and congressional budget experts are starting to 
discuss the size of cuts and which programs would be affected. 

“Overseas contingency operations is one of those 
activities that warrant further examination,” Daniel Werfel of 
the White House Office of Management and Budget told 
Congress April 25. 

Military pay — including basic pay, housing and food 
allowances, and retired pay — is exempt from sequestration. 
So are veterans disability and survivor benefits, GI Bill 
education benefits and funding for veterans health care 
programs, according to White House and congressional budget 

experts. If sequestration happens, it will require $109 billion in 
budget cuts next year, including $55 billion in defense 
programs. That would be a reduction of about 10 percent of 
the defense budget. 

The Budget Control Act allows the president to exempt or 
partly shield military personnel funding from automatic cuts 
— but doing that would require deeper reductions in other 
defense accounts to make up the difference. 

No decision has been made, but Defense Secretary Leon 
Panetta said in an April 30 interview that he did not see much 
of a choice. 

“There is not a damn thing you can do about sequestration 
to make it better,” said Panetta, a former White House budget 
director, who called sequestration “a horrible tool.” House 
Republicans are working on a bill that they say would avoid a 
sequester and restore the almost $600 billion that was cut from 
defense as part of last year’s budget agreement by cutting even 
deeper into entitlement and nondefense programs. The plan 
would continue to exempt veterans’ health care funding. 

The package is likely to pass the Republican-controlled 
House. However, there appear to be no plans in the 
Democratic-controlled Senate to take up the bills, and the 
White House has warned that President Obama would veto 
such legislation. 
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38. Senators Support U.S. Navy Multi-Buys 
(DEFENSE NEWS 04 MAY 12) ... Christopher P. Cavas 

A bipartisan group of six senators has pledged support for 
an effort to buy an extra submarine and destroyer in 2014 — 
cuts the U.S. Navy said were made for budgetary reasons, but 
would work with Congress to find ways to restore. 

The senators also support the Navy’s request for multi-
year procurement (MYP) authority for the next batches of 
submarines and destroyers. 

They would approve the request for a ten-ship destroyer 
MYP, but increase the rate of production by restoring a ship to 
2014 — cut by the Navy from two ships to one. 

The group also supports expanding the nine-ship 
submarine MYP request to ten ships, and buying two 
submarines in 2014 rather than the one boat in the Obama 
administration’s budget request. 

The destroyer MYP covers ships bought from 2013 
through 2017, while the submarine MYP covers those boats 
bought from 2014 to 2018. 

The senators’ letter, signed by Daniel Akaka, D-Hi., Kelly 
Ayotte, R-N.H., Richard Blumenthal, D-Conn., Susan Collins, 
R-Maine, Jeanne Shaheen, D-N.H., and Jim Webb, D-Va., 
was sent May 3 to Senate Armed Services Seapower 

subcommittee chairman Jack Reeds, D-R.I., and ranking 
member Roger Wicker, R-Miss. 

All six are members of the Seapower subcommittee. 
Aside from the chairman and ranking member, only Sen. Kay 
Hagan, R-N.C., was not a signatory. 

The subcommittee has scheduled its markups for the 2013 
defense authorization bill for May 22, but its deliberations will 
be closed to the public. 

The Republican-led House Armed Services 
subcommittees held their markups publicly on April 26 and 
27. Those markups also supported a ten-ship submarine MYP 
and the 10-ship destroyer MYP request, and the addition of a 
submarine and destroyer to the 2014 budget. 

The House proposed adding $778 million in advanced 
procurement for the additional 2014 submarine, but hasn’t yet 
explained how the additional 2014 destroyer would be funded. 

In their letter, the group of six senators asked for 
“sufficient” advanced procurement funds to restore the second 
submarine in 2014, “resourced from funds outside the 
shipbuilding account.” 
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The extra destroyer in 2014, the senators said, would be 
funded from up to $1.5 billion in savings from the destroyer 

MYP. 
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39. Senators Back Adding Sub, Destroyer To Navy Budget 
(DEFENSE DAILY 04 MAY 12) ... Emelie Rutherford 

Six senators are calling on the heads of a Senate panel to 
follow their House counterparts and bolster support for two 
major Navy shipbuilding programs in the defense budget. 

The half dozen Senate Armed Services Committee 
(SASC) members made their appeal to Subcommittee 
Chairman Jack Reed (D-R.I.) and Ranking Member Roger 
Wicker (R-Miss.) late last week, as the panel prepares to craft 
its version of the fiscal year 2013 defense authorization bill in 
two weeks. 

They want the subcommittee heads to add authorized 
funding and legislative language to that bill allowing the Navy 
to buy a second Virginia -class submarine and a second DDG-
51 destroyer next year, in FY '14. The Navy previously 
planned to buy those two future ships before scaling back 
plans for each program to one ship each in FY '14 because of 
budgetary constraints. 

The six SASC members -- Sens. Jeanne Shaneen (D-
N.H.), Susan Collins (R-Maine), Richard Blumenthal (D-
Conn.), Kelly Ayotte (R-N.H.), Jim Webb (D-Va.), and Daniel 
Akaka (D-Hawaii)--argue supporting the two added ships is 
fiscally prudent, and note the DDG-51 addition would not 
require more money in FY '13. 

"Particularly during this extraordinary period of fiscal 
constraint, we have a responsibility to carefully consider 
funding mechanisms to increase the number of combat-
capable ships that can fulfill unmet U.S. joint combatant 
commanders' requirements at the lowest possible cost to 
taxpayers," they write to Reed and Wicker in a May 3 letter. 

They want to grant the Navy multi-year procurement 
authority to buy 10 Virginia submarines from FY '14 to FY '18 
as well as 10 DDG-51s from FY '13 to FY '17. 

Such authority "establishes stability across the industrial 
base, results in more efficient production, and produces 
substantial savings for the taxpayers compared to annual 
procurements," the six senators write. 

To increase the Virginia program to 10 submarines from 
FY '14 to FY '18--from the nine the Pentagon's budget request 
currently supports--the SASC also would need to add 
authorization for advance-procurement funding in FY '13 and 
allow the Navy to incrementally fund the added FY '14 vessel. 
Navy acquisition chief Sean Stackley has said such a setup 
allowing for the added submarine would cost the service 
roughly the same as sticking with plans to buy nine of them. 

The SASC is likely to allow this Virginia submarine 
change, considering Reed pledged his support for it during an 
April 19 hearing. The House Armed Services Committee 
(HASC) also is poised to approve the added submarine when 
it marks up its FY '13 defense authorization bill this 
Wednesday. 

The bill before the HASC also grants the Navy the multi-
year authority for the 10 DDG-51s that the six senators who 
wrote to Reed and Wicker want. The senators note in their 
May 3 letter that granting the multi-year DDG-51 procurement 
authority would require no additional FY '13 funding. They 
said the Navy could potentially save enough money with a 10-
ship multi-year buy, compared to a nine-ship plan, to support 
the addition of the 10th ship. 
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40. Navy Says CANES Network Is 44 Percent Cheaper Than Expected 
(FEDERAL NEWS RADIO 07 MAY 12) ... Jared Serbu 

The Navy says a smart acquisition strategy, including 
heavy reliance on off-the-shelf technology and frequent 
competition, has resulted in a price tag far below what 
officials had originally estimated for its huge revamp of 
shipboard information technology. 

So far, the Consolidated Afloat Networks and Enterprise 
Services program (CANES) has cost 44 percent less than what 
Defense officials projected, the program manager responsible 
for the project told an industry gathering last week. He said 
the savings came mostly from competition, and that the Navy 
would repeat the competition process every four years. 

CANES is the Navy's answer to a typical DoD IT 
problem: technology heterogeneity. The Navy's fleet has more 
than 280 ships, and few of the IT systems on board those 
vessels look alike. 

"When you take all of the network components, the 
different network baselines, the operating systems and the 
applications that ride on all of those and multiply them all 
together, it's a total of 632 baselines that have to be sustained, 
operated and maintained out there in the fleet. That's 
impossible to do. We can't afford it," Capt. DJ LeGoff, the 
Navy's program manager for CANES and other tactical 

networks, told AFCEA Northern Virginia attendees at the 
chapter's annual Navy IT conference in Vienna, Va. 

CANES is supposed to replace the technology systems 
across much of the Navy fleet — 180 vessels by 2020 — with 
one common architecture. But rather than building a huge, 
military-specific system from the ground up, the Navy decided 
to rely almost entirely on commercial technologies and 
constantly compete for the lowest bid to keep that technology 
up to date. 

"There's no new science involved in CANES, it's really a 
business process," he said. "What we did is we took our five 
basic networks that we have at sea and smashed them all 
together. Instead of having them grow at different rates with 
different funding streams, different requirements and different 
or non-existing technology refresh, we're going to meet all of 
the requirements with a common architecture. This way we 
can continue to keep pace with industry. We're going to have 
the same infrastructure on the ship regardless of the enclave 
that you're using. Why we didn't do it that way in the first 
place is a bunch of hindsight." 

First CANES Award Could Be Worth $638 Million 
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The Navy awarded a $37 million contract earlier this year 
to Northrup Grumman for the initial design of CANES, which 
could grow to $638 million if the service exercises all contract 
options. The Navy expects the first installation onboard an 
operational ship to happen late this year, and another 30 
vessels could soon follow if Navy engineers sign off on the 
design. 

But the Navy is far from locked-in to Northrop's 
implementation of CANES. Legoff said the Navy will re-
compete the contract for the next round of ships. That's 
possible, he said, because proprietary solutions are strictly 
prohibited under the acquisition strategy. The Navy owns all 
the data rights to the system, and offering a proposal that 
doesn't meet open standards is the best way to get kicked off 
the contract, he said. 

To up the ante on the anti-proprietary attitude toward 
CANES, the Navy is taking the lead on much of the software 
work that might ordinarily be handled by a traditional systems 
integrator. A segment of CANES called Afloat Core Services 
(ACS) — the services-oriented architecture that will form a 
key part of the common system — was not part of the contract 
the Navy awarded earlier this year. The Navy will maintain 
ACS on its own as a government set of services and the result 
will be products that are entirely open-source, Legoff said. 

CANES is rumored to be getting GAO praise for its 
nontraditional approach to government IT acquisition. 

Rear Adm. William Leigher told the same conference that 
the Government Accountability Office heralded CANES 
during the past week as one of the best managed programs in 
government. 

CANES has not been mentioned in any recent GAO 
reports. A Navy spokesman later said that the GAO 
assessment was part of a report that has yet to be released to 
the public, and a GAO spokesman was not able to 
immediately verify Leigher's claim. 

In any case, CANES isn't just about building a new 
network, LeGoff said. The Navy already performs many 
mission-critical things with its proliferation of existing 
shipboard IT systems, and those missions have to continue. 

"If all we do is field a network called CANES on ships, 
I'd consider ourselves a phenomenal failure. The whole idea 
here is to not just field a network, it's to field an end-to-end 
capability," he said. "The challenge is taking the applications 
out there and integrating them into this baseline. We have to 
make sure that they're interoperable, that they're accredited, 
that they're supported and make sure there's documentation for 
all of that." 

No Plans To Integrate CANES With NGEN 
That's easier on paper than in reality, Legoff said. CANES 

is going to be the sum of a lot of parts, each of which 
previously had its own approval authorities and funding 
streams in the DoD budget maze. 

"Applications and systems like to have their own budgets. 
We're taking that away from them," he said. Doing enterprise 
stuff is not just hard from a technological perspective, it's hard 
from a political perspective." 

The Navy has yet to develop a clear plan to integrate 
CANES with its primary shore-side IT system, the Navy-
Marine Corps Intranet (NMCI), which will soon become the 
Navy's Next Generation Enterprise Network (NGEN). 

NMCI was the Navy's first major venture into IT 
commonality, and with 700,000 users, Navy officials say it is 
currently the largest single computer network in the world 
with the exception of the public Internet. Hewlett Packard 
currently operates NMCI under a temporary agreement with 
the Navy until NGEN takes hold. A final request for proposals 
for the re-fashioned NGEN is expected within days. 

View Clip (RT: 5:49) 
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41. Senior Official Raises F/A-XX Doubts While Retired USMC Generals Question USN’s F-35 
Commitment 

(FLIGHT GLOBAL 04 MAY 12) ... Dave Majumdar 
WASHINGTON, D.C. -- A senior U.S. Department of 

Defense official is questioning how the U.S. Navy will fund a 
next-generation replacement for the Boeing F/A-18E/F Super 
Hornet. Meanwhile, retired U.S. Marine Corps flag-officers 
say that the USN's nascent F/A-XX effort demonstrates the 
service's lack of commitment to the carrier-variant of the 
Lockheed Martin F-35 Joint Strike Fighter (JSF). 

The U.S. Navy has issued a request for information (RFI) 
for a new F/A-XX fighter that would start to replace the Super 
Hornet in the 2030s--effectively starting the search for that 
aircraft's successor. The USN says that the F-35C will replace 
the earlier Boeing F/A-18A to D-model jets, but not the larger 
Super Hornet. 

But how the USN hopes to pay for a new tactical fighter 
programme given the U.S.' fiscal situation is an open question. 

"There is no expectation of additional funds for this 
effort. It is also in direct competition with the next generation 
bomber for the USAF [U.S. Air Force] and follow-on UAS 
[unmanned aircraft systems] platforms," a senior DoD official 
says. "Looking at CV[aircraft carrier] life plans and E/F life 
plans, points to a 2025 full-on RDT&E [Research, 

Development, Test & Evaluation] effort in order to meet a 
2030 initial LRIP [low rate initial production]." 

That, the official says, is "very optimistic." 
A bigger problem is that the USN is working on the F/A-

XX effort by itself. Not even the U.S. Marine Corps, with 
which the USN's tactical fighter force is integrated, has had 
any input into the F/A-XX. 

"They once again seem to want to go it alone," the official 
says, "Big mistake." 

But the DoD has ordered the services to fund research and 
development efforts where ever possible in order to preserve 
the U.S. industrial base for the future. 

"Considering the guidance to fund science, technology 
and general RDT&E accounts, I expect DoN [Department of 
the Navy] will get support for this at some level," the official 
says. 

Retired USMC Lt Gen Emerson Gardner, a former 
principal deputy director of the Pentagon's Office of Cost 
Assessment and Program Evaluation (CAPE), says that there 
are lots of reasons to be sceptical about the USN's ability to 
fund the F/A-XX. 
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"It's not going to happen," Gardner says. "There's not 
going to be any money there." 

Gardner says that the USN will probably not have any 
money for the programme in the fiscal year 2014 budget. Nor 
is it likely that the USN will ever come up with the $20 billion 
to $30 billion in research and development dollars to fund an 
F/A-XX development programme. 

Gardner estimates the total cost of a new F/A-XX 
programme to be more than $40 billion and yield a maximum 
of 150 aircraft. The unit cost, he estimates, could be as much 
as $125 million per jet. 

The USN simply does not have the money to pay for F/A-
XX. With the USN's ship-building budgets squeezed, Gardner 
says that naval aviation accounts will likely end up being 
raided to help pay for submarines and surface ships. 

The only place the money can come from is from within 
the F-35 programme, Gardner says. "There is a community 
over there that says 'let's just skip the F-35C, let's just keep 
buying F/A-18s and we'll go and develop this other airplane,'" 
he says. 

"That's very dangerous for the carrier because it makes 
the carrier irrelevant. They are not going to have first-day 
capability. I'm absolutely convinced that if you do not have 
stealth by the year 2022 to 2025 you will be irrelevant." 

Lt Gen George Trautman, a former USMC deputy 
commandant for aviation, concurs. 

"It sort of validates the naval aviators' overall lack of 
commitment to the F-35," he says. "It shows how much they're 
in bed with Boeing to include a whole host of retired navy 
aviators who work for Boeing. And it shows, frankly, their 
lack of commitment to unmanned systems." 

Gardner concurs that the USN's relationship with Boeing 
is playing a role in the service's push towards a new tactical 
fighter programme. 

"I think it's Boeing. There is a huge Boeing lobby in the 
navy," Gardner says. "That has a lot to do with it." 

The senior DoD official, however, does not believe that 
the USN is trying to abandon the F-35C or that the F/A-XX 
threatens the overall JSF programme. 

"I don't think it will suck up JSF money," he says. "It 
would have to come from S&T [science and technology] 
investments." 

The USN, for its part, strongly defends its support for the 
F-35C. 

"The RFI to which you refer does not affect in any way 
the Navy's continued strong support for our F-35 program of 
record," the USN says. "The AoA [analysis of alternatives] 
will study manned, unmanned, and optionally manned 
alternatives to fill capability requirements associated with a 
predicted 2030 threat and service life expiration of the Super 
Hornet airframes." 

The service notes that the RFI specifically calls for an 
F/A-XX aircraft that is complementary to the F-35C. The 
USN adds that it takes about 20 years to develop a new 
aircraft. 

Gardner says that the USN needs to be careful when 
embarking on a programme like the F/A-XX. Given the likely 
cost of developing a new sixth-generation fighter, the service 
won't be able to buy the 450 to 500 jets it would need to 
replace the Super Hornet on a one-for-one basis. 

"At best this would be some kind of exotic silver-bullet, 
one squadron per carrier, capability," Gardner says. "I think 
they ought to be focusing their intellectual as well as their 
financial resources on making the F-35C the airplane they 
want it to be." 

There are options to increase the F-35C's range, 
persistence and stealth, Gardner says. 

The F-35C would give the USN the volume it needs to 
recapitalize its tactical fighter force and keep it relevant 
against future threats, says Gardner-himself a former naval 
aviator. It would also allow the navy to recapitalize its tactical 
aviation fleet before the bill comes due to pay for a new USN 
ballistic missile submarine in the 2020s. 

"There is no clear need for the [F/A-XX] aircraft," 
Gardner says. "To be worthwhile it has to be sixth-gen, which 
no one even knows what that means," he says. 

Trautman says that the USN could argue that an F/A-XX 
is a hedge against a potential failure of the F-35C to deliver or 
that emerging threats justify the effort. 

The F-35, however, Gardner says, is superior to any 
potential threat for the foreseeable future. 

Trautman says that the USN might become more 
amenable to operating the F-35C once the first fleet aviators 
have a chance fly the jet. "What I predict will happen is that 
when the F-35C starts flying, they're going to fall in love with 
it," he says. "They're going to realize that it's so much better 
than the Super Hornet that they'll they're going to want more 
of them." 
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BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
42. Clouds Can't Dampen Spirits At Cherry Point Air Show 
(HAVELOCK (NC) NEWS 06 MAY 12) ... Drew C. Wilson 

Mother Nature held back the rain just enough Sunday to 
allow the third day of the Cherry Point Air Show to go off - 
with some adjustments. 

Low clouds over the air base Sunday morning in the 
aftermath of a line of thunderstorms that passed during the 
overnight Saturday toyed with the schedule, prompting the 
cancellation of the Black Daggers parachute team, delaying 
some acts and causing changes to the planned aerobatics by 
some of the stunt pilots. 

Even the Blue Angels flew their “low show,” and the No. 
4 jet had a malfunction and was replaced by the No. 7 jet. Still 

the Navy jet demonstration team thrilled the crowd and capped 
a weekend of aerial highlights. 

A brief light sprinkle, for only five minutes, wet the flight 
line during the Marine Air-Ground Task Force demonstration, 
but didn’t cause problems. 

For many, the change in the weather was welcomed, as it 
meant a break in the heat from Saturday’s 89-degree 
temperature. Sunday’s high was only 76. 

“The weather’s great. A little too many clouds, but to turn 
the heat off for the day and be out here is great,” said Kendall 
Thomas, of Morehead City. 
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Michelle Porter, from Greensboro, found the silver lining 
in the clouds. 

“It would be nice if it wasn’t so cloudy so you could see 
more of the planes and they could do what they needed to do, 
but there is a benefit. It’s definitely cooler. It’s comfortable,” 
she said. 

Porter said her family drove in Saturday, spent the night 
in Havelock and came out first thing Sunday morning for the 
show. She said it was her second time to see the show, the first 
being in 2008 when the high temperature hit 103 degrees on 
the Cherry Point tarmac. 

“It’s much cooler than it was the last time we were here,” 
she said. “Two or three years ago it was like 100 degrees the 
last time were here and today it’s cooler with the clouds. This 
is our one day here. We drove down last night and went to 
Morehead City and ate at the Sanitary Fish Market, stayed in 
Havelock, and went to the air show today and tonight we’ll go 
back home.” 

Porter’s son, Mcgehee, said he always has fun at the air 
show. 

“I like seeing the planes go really fast and do all these 
tricks,” he said. “All the people that work here are really nice. 
There’s lots of stuff to do like go and see all the guns and what 
they do and all the trucks and jeeps, tanks and all that.” 

With the lower clouds, it meant the aircraft spent most of 
their performances within range of cameras. 

“Yesterday I think I probably shot over a thousand 
frames, and I expect to double that today,” said amateur 
photographer and airplane enthusiast Greg Owen, of Oxford, 
who came all three days. “I enjoy it. I love coming to them. I 
wish we could have them every year. 

“I honestly like the old ones like the Trojans, the P-51. 
The Blue Angels are great. It’s easier to take pictures of the 
old ones. They don’t move as fast.” 

For David Robbins, of Asheboro, there was only one 
reason to be there, blue and yellow F-18s. 

“I really didn’t care about anything else. The Blue Angels 
is why I came here,” he said. “I used to watch them when I 
was young. That’s how I fell in love with aviation. I’m an 
aircraft mechanic.” 

Despite being a part of Marine Wing Support Squadron 
274 at Cherry Point, Pfc. Devon Henry Jr. had never seen an 
air show at Cherry Point. 

“So far it’s pretty good,” he said. “The performance that 
the Blue Angels gave was very good. I haven’t been here that 
long and this is my first time being this close to the aircraft. I 
was just stationed here.” 

Caroline Dimmen came all the way from Sacramento, 
Calif., to see the show and pay a visit to her son, Master Sgt. 
Kraig Kerkenides and his family. 

“I’m having an absolutely fantastic time,” she said. “It’s 
wonderful. I like the old planes best. They’re my vintage.” 

Kerkenides, of New Bern, is a load master/crew master on 
Marine KC-130Js stationed at Cherry Point. His daughter, 
Sierra, not surprisingly said her favorite plane at the show was 
the Hercules C-130. 

“It’s the Herky Bird,” she said. “It’s the best part. It 
brings Santa in during Christmas. It does stuff with the Blue 
Angels. So it’s gotta be the best because it’s the best and my 
daddy flies on them.” 

Official attendance figures were not yet available Sunday 
afternoon, but base officials seemed pleased with the 
weekend. 

“The air show went very well,” said Sgt. Lisa Strickland, 
of the Cherry Point public affairs office. “We’ve had a lot of 
people come out here. The performances have been great. The 
weather actually hasn’t been too hot, so it’s been really great. 
The cloud cover has made it nicer and it hasn’t rained out any 
performances, so it’s actually made it cooler for all the people 
coming out here, so I’ve enjoyed it as well.” 
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43. Leap Frogs Jump Into Sound Of Speed Air Show 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 06 MAY 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Fletcher Gibson, U.S. Navy Parachute Team Public 
Affairs 

ST. JOSEPH, Mo. -- Members of the U.S. Navy 
Parachute Demonstration Team, the Leap Frogs, performed at 
the Rosecrans Memorial Airport in St. Joseph, Mo. as part of 
the annual "Sound of Speed" Air Show, May 5-6. 

The team performed four jumps over both days, including 
one jump performed in conjunction with their Canadian 
skydiving team counterparts, the SkyHawks. 

Between performances, the team members took time to 
meet with the crowd and give some hands-on presentations of 
some of their skydiving equipment. 

"It was absolutely amazing," said Sam Buckley, who 
visited the air show from Savannah, Mo. "I saw the Leap 
Frogs a couple years ago, and this was even better." 

This show was especially important to the team because 
St. Joseph is the hometown of the 139th Airlift Wing. This Air 
National Guard unit has an extended history of volunteering to 
assist the Leap Frogs with transportation and jump platforms. 

"Our show season wouldn't be possible without the 
139th's support," said Aircrew Survival Equipmentman 1st 

Class Thomas Kinn, the jumpmaster for this event. "They 
support over half of our shows." 

"We're extremely proud of our relationship with the Leap 
Frogs," added Air Force Col. Mike Pankau, the wing 
commander for the 139th. "We're grateful to have them here to 
show the hometown what we do when we're out on the road 
supporting them." 

In addition to the skydiving demonstrations, Sound of 
Speed also featured both military and civilian aircraft 
demonstrations and static displays. The show featured aircraft 
from one-seater stunt planes to Air Force C-130 cargo aircraft, 
and from WWI-era bi-planes to the ultra-modern F-22 Raptor 
fighter. 

The Leap Frogs next scheduled performance is May 11-
13 at the Nashville Navy Week in Nashville, Tenn. 

The Leap Frogs are based in San Diego and perform 
aerial parachute demonstrations in support of Naval Special 
Warfare and Navy recruiting. 
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44. One Day In The Life Of A Nuclear Sub 
(SOUTH FLORIDA SUN SENTINEL 06 MAY 12) ... Kingsley Guy 

I never expected to find myself on board a U.S. Navy, 
fast-attack, nuclear-powered Los Angeles class submarine 
while it was underway. But you never know what experiences 
life will toss in your direction, so when an opportunity arose 
for me to join a group of eight other journalists on the USS 
Dallas for an overnight trip from Port Canaveral to Port 
Everglades, I jumped at the opportunity. 

If the name of the vessel sounds familiar, it's probably 
because you read novelist Tom Clancy's Cold War thriller The 
Hunt for Red October, or saw the movie of the same name. 
Clancy went into considerable detail about life on board the 
Dallas as it partook in the cat-and-mouse game of shadowing 
Soviet submarines. 

We boarded about 2 p.m. on April 24, and for the next 
few hours the Dallas proceeded on the surface to where the 
water was deep enough to dive. You haven't lived until you've 
stood on the bridge atop a submarine's superstructure known 
as the "sail," felt the wind on your face, and looked down at 
Atlantic Ocean froth spilling over the vessel's hull. 

Below deck, in the control room, we watched as the crew 
took the submarine down to 600 feet, practiced some fast turns 
and moderate ascents and descents, and then headed on a 
straight course toward Fort Lauderdale. 

Images of today's submarines in the movies make them 
seem fairly spacious, but they're not. Every cubic inch of the 
Dallas, which is the length of a football field and just 11 yards 
wide, is put to good use. 

Some members of of the crew sleep snuggled up next to 
torpedos or tomahawk cruise missiles. My bunk in the main 
crew quarters near the center of the Dallas was only a couple 
of inches longer and wider than my body, with maybe a foot 
between my nose and the bunk above. Privacy? Forget it. 

The food, however, was delicious. Officers and Sailors 
enjoy the same fare. My media colleagues and I had a buffet 
style dinner with the Sailors. The next morning we were 
served breakfast in the wardroom with Cmdr. Jack 

Houdeshell, the captain of the Dallas. In the event of a medical 
emergency, the table around which we sat would serve as a 
makeshift operating table. 

Houdeshell rose from the ranks to an elite position: 
Commanding one of the Navy's 71 submarines requires the 
right stuff. Why did he choose submarines? "It's a tight-knit 
group, and I get to know everyone. I'm in the submarine corps 
because of the guys I work with." 

An aircraft carrier has a crew of 5,000, the Dallas 130. A 
system's failure in a submerged sub can result in catastrophe in 
a matter of seconds. In this band of brothers, crew members 
must be able to trust each of their colleagues with their lives. 

We finally tied up at 10 a.m. alongside the guided missile 
cruiser USS Gettysburg. Like the Dallas and four other Navy 
and Coast Guard vessels, it was in port for Broward Navy 
Days annual Fleet Week. Trips such as the one I took and 
events such as Fleet Week serve an important purpose. 
Through tours of ships, community service programs, and 
various get-togethers, civilians are able to see close-up the 
professionalism of those who volunteer to protect the country. 

The United States is a maritime nation. It's prosperity, and 
ultimately its liberty, depends on keeping the sea lanes open 
for us and our allies, but closed to those who would do us 
harm. 

During the military build-up of the Reagan 
administration, the Navy expanded to 594 ships. The Dallas 
was one of them, and it helped the United States win the Cold 
War. Today, the Navy has just 286 ships, a dangerously small 
number given the enormity of the tasks assigned to it, which 
include keeping watch on the Straits of Hormuz and other vital 
sea lanes, and helping defend allies in the vast Pacific. 

The Dallas' motto is "First in Harm's Way," and it has 
lived up to those words for more than 30 years. In a couple of 
months, it will be heading out for another half-year 
deployment in dangerous waters. I'm proud to say I was a part 
of its long heritage, if only for a day. 
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45. On-Base Families Should Be Able To Choose Public School, Lawmakers Say 
(NAVY TIMES 14 MAY 12) ... Karen Jowers 

Military parents living on base should be able to select 
which local public school their child attends, a House panel 
suggests. 

The House Armed Services Committee’s military 
personnel panel wants defense officials to identify school 
districts with large on-base populations of military children 
that don’t allow parents to choose their kids’ schools. 

DoD would be tasked with drafting an action plan aimed 
at providing “better educational equity, opportunity and 
flexibility for military families” who live on installations. 

Lawmakers proposed adding the requirement to report 
language that accompanies the House version of the 2013 
defense authorization bill, the first step in a long legislative 
process that likely will extend through most of the year. 

A “significant percentage” of on-base military families 
live in districts that don’t allow parents to choose a public 
school, lawmakers said. “Rather, these families are assigned 
schools by geographic default, even when other school district 

boundaries are near the base or multiple school boundaries 
overlap onto the base.” 

About 57 percent of school districts that educate military 
children are in states that have open enrollment policies 
among schools within a specific district, and 54 percent are in 
states that have open enrollment policies for schools in 
different districts, according to a 2011 Defense Department 
report. These apply to all families, not just military. 

Common reasons that families request a change in schools 
are concerns about overall education quality or special 
academic needs, said one military school liaison who works 
with commands, schools and parents. 

For other families, it may come down to the availability 
of bus transportation or after-school child care, said the 
liaison, who asked not to be identified. 

School districts generally are willing to work with 
military families, she said. But if a special requirement is 
carved out for military kids who live on base, she said, there 
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may be pushback from districts that don’t want to create the 
appearance of giving special treatment to one group. 

Military families who live off installations often choose 
their neighborhoods because of schools, although they may 
not always be able to afford to live in the location with the 
best schools. 

Carving out an exception for on base military families 
could create a situation of “haves” and “have-nots” even 
among military families, said Mary Keller, who heads the 
Military Child Education Coalition. 

MCEC believes in parent choice for everyone, as much as 
possible and practical, Keller said, but added: “If military 
students become a separate group, exempt from state and local 
zones, what are the consequences? Does this add to their 
turbulence?” Lawmakers said they want defense officials to 
identify the most serious problem areas and recommend 
options for change. 

Keller noted that under the No Child Left Behind law, 
parents of children in any low-performing schools already 
have the right to go to another school, unless the desired 
school has other enrollment requirements or is overcrowded. 
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46. Larsen Predicts Good Future For Whidbey Island Naval Air Station 
(WHIDBEY (WA) NEWS-TIMES 04 MAY 12) ... Kathy Reed 

U.S. Rep. Rick Larsen is confident in the future of 
Whidbey Island Naval Air Station. 

That’s the message he shared with members of the Oak 
Harbor Area Council of the Navy League, who gathered for 
their monthly meeting Tuesday at the Officers’ Club on NAS 
Whidbey. Larsen said the overall picture for the air station’s 
future is a good one. 

“My assessment is we can rely on the base being here a 
long, long time,” he told the audience, which also included 
local and state politicians, city officials and other dignitaries 
and several Rotary Club members. 

Larsen outlined several points he felt are a good indicator 
of NASWI’s continued presence on Whidbey Island, 
beginning with President Obama’s defense pivot to Asia. He 
said our allies and partners in the region all desire a strong 
U.S. presence there, which is good for the West Coast defense 
infrastructure already in place. 

“This pivot bodes pretty well for the West Coast in terms 
of our military installations,” he said. 

In terms of securing P-8A Poseidon aircraft at NAS 
Whidbey Island, Larsen said he feels confident there will be 
no changes to the Navy’s plans to make Whidbey Island one 
of the three installations to house the P-8A. 

“I met recently with Secretary of the Navy Ray Mabus, 
and without any prompting, Sec. Mabus brought up the 2008 
Record of Decision,” Larsen said. “He confirmed that the 
decision stands strong.” 

Another factor in NASWI’s favor, said Larsen, is its 
proximity to Alaska and the importance of the Navy’s Arctic 
Mission. 

“The water off the north coast of Alaska is opening up 
and we will need to have a presence there for defense 
purposes,” he said. “Airborne assets are an easier way to do 
that and NAS Whidbey is a lot closer than Hawaii.” 

Larsen earned a round of applause for his announcement 
that he doesn’t believe the budget for 2013 will include a 
round of Base Realignments and Closures (BRAC). 

“The House Armed Services Committee meets 
Wednesday and we’ll be doing our mark up on the National 
Defense Authorization Act for 2013,” he said. “The House 
version will not include an authorization for a 2013 base 
closure round. I think we’re sitting pretty well in terms of 
BRAC.” 

Larsen said he didn’t anticipate the Senate version of the 
act would include any base closure proposals, either. 

The congressman also congratulated the Save NASWI 
Task Force for its continued efforts on behalf of the base. 

“The level of energy and involvement of the community 
with the base here is unique,” Larsen said. “It’s great and 
refreshing and it’s useful when I’m talking with folks in the 
Navy. I would encourage you folks to keep that going.” 

Other issues Larsen addressed included homelessness 
within the veteran community, budget sequestration and 
Impact Aid for schools. On issues concerning NAS Whidbey, 
such as the wind turbines in Boardman, the replacement of jet 
fuel lines and a proposed wastewater treatment plant, he 
offered his support. 

“These are important issues. My office is ready to help 
support your decisions,” he said. 

Larsen spent the afternoon in downtown Oak Harbor, 
talking about economic development. 
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47. Military Kids Find Sesame Street At Oceana 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 07 MAY 12) ... Mike Connors 

VIRGINIA BEACH -- At 2 years old, Zya Howell can't 
quite grasp why her mother will be in Chicago for the next 
two months. 

Ariana Wieck left Virginia Beach on Wednesday for 
Navy boot camp. When Zya tries to explain that, her words 
confidently come out "Mommy is at shoot camp." 

But Zya realizes mom isn't around, and her grandparents, 
Jesse and Missy Caldwell, who are helping take care of her 
while Wieck is away, said she has clung to them more in 
recent days. 

That is why they took Zya to the Sesame Street/USO 
Experience for Military Families on Sunday at Oceana Naval 
Air Station. 

The show, which drew about 1,000 people, aims to help 
families deal with the challenges of deployment and the moves 
that military families often need to make. 

Zya's eyes lit up when Elmo, Cookie Monster and other 
familiar characters walked on stage. 

"It made me want to cry" tears of joy, Missy Caldwell 
said. 
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The show is visiting about 70 bases from April to August 
- including stops at Joint Base Langley-Eustis today and 
Tuesday and Norfolk Naval Station on Wednesday and 
Thursday. 

Tour manager Lonnie Cooper said one of the show's aims 
is to demonstrate that even in a new city, children are 
surrounded by friends. 

"Kids have to move, that happens in military life," Cooper 
said. "This is a way to make it so they don't feel left out and 
alone." 

Logan Erickson, who turns 4 next month, moved with his 
family from Alabama last summer. His father, Kellyn 
Erickson, is in the Coast Guard. 

Kim Erickson, Logan's mother, said her son was upset to 
leave his school and friends. So she and her husband decided 
to pull a surprise Sunday, and they didn't let Logan know he'd 
be seeing his favorite characters on stage. 

Then the Ericksons got the thrill of seeing Logan leap 
from his front-row seat and scream with excitement when 
Elmo appeared. 

"Being with other military kids, that helps," Kim Erickson 
said. 

Joanne Lopez agrees with that sentiment. Her husband, 
Vic Lopez, was a Seabee who retired in 2003, so their 
youngest son, 6-year-old Hayden, hasn't known the pain of 
constant moves. 

But they have a 22-year-old daughter and 19-year-old 
son. 

And Joanne Lopez said she wished the Sesame Street 
tour, which started in 2008, had been around when they were 
younger. 

Looking at the swarms of children like Hayden, she said: 
"This makes them feel better. It makes them see they're 
normal." 

Hayden is a fan of Murray, a character he described as an 
orange-and-red monster. The kindergartner at Red Mill 
Elementary School said he was excited to see Sesame Street 
live because the television show had already taught him 
valuable science lessons. 

"I'm a little fan," he said. "But I still wanted to see the 
show." 
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48. SUBASE Submarine Learning Center Receives LEED Silver Award 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 05 MAY 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist Seaman Gabriel Bevan, Naval Submarine Base New London 
Public Affairs 

GROTON, Conn. -- Leadership from Naval Facilities and 
Engineering Command Mid-Atlantic (NAVFAC MIDLANT), 
Naval Submarine Base New London (SUBASE), and the 
Submarine Learning Center (SLC), celebrated a milestone in 
SUBASE's commitment to a "greener" installation future, May 
2. 

Capt. Mark R. Libonate, commanding officer, NAVFAC 
MIDLANT; presented Capt. Marc Denno, SUBASE 
commanding officer; and Mr. William Kelly, technical 
services director for the SLC, with a LEED Silver Award for 
excellence in energy efficiency and environmentally friendly 
design of the SLC headquarters building aboard the base. 

Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) 
awards were developed by the U.S. Green Building Council. 
LEED is intended to provide building owners and operators a 
concise framework for identifying and implementing practical 
and measurable green building design, construction, 
operations, and maintenance solutions. 

"This is a 'greener' and 'leaner' Navy facility," said Denno 
of the SLC Headquarters. "The secretary of the Navy and 
commander of Navy Installations Command have challenged 
the service and the shore installation enterprise in particular. 
They've laid down the gauntlet for us to continue to be better 
stewards of the environment and tax dollars in every possible 
step and outcome of the military construction process. This 
state-of-the-art headquarters exemplifies the impact of our 
ongoing and dynamic base-wide transformation effort." 

The $7 million dollar SLC Headquarters is the most 
environmentally friendly and energy efficient facility aboard 
SUBASE. 

Dedicated in August 2011, the headquarters is the first 
facility of its kind to be built with LEED standards on board 
the base. Its nearly 16,000 square foot space was constructed 
with "green" materials and products with significant amounts 
of recycled content. 

"The design and construction incorporated recycled 
materials from acoustic ceilings, rigid roof insulation, and 
gypsum wall board, to carpet and resilient flooring," said Lt. 
Peter C. Daddona, the SLC project construction manager from 
NAVFAC MIDLANT's Facilities Engineering and 
Acquisition Division Office at the Public Works Department 
aboard the base. "Additionally, only materials that were tested 
and certified for low emissions of volatile organic compounds 
- VOCs - were used. " 

Other design elements of the headquarters will result in 
lower energy and cooling, use and costs, according to 
Daddona. A white Polyvinyl Chloride (PVC) roof membrane 
provides a reflective, energy efficient, cool cap to the building, 
and interior and exterior lighting strategies optimize natural 
daylight. 

Kelly has been impressed with the building's geothermal 
cooling and heating system which Libonate described as "the 
epitome of earth friendly and energy efficient expertise." 

The arrangement uses wells drilled into the earth, a closed 
loop glycol system, and a brazed heat exchanger to transfer 
energy to a series of water-to-air heat pumps located 
throughout the building. 

The result is the SLC headquarters is roughly 30-40 
percent more energy efficient than the energy code standard 
for commercial buildings in the United States, and the 
geothermal system will pay for itself in less than 10 years. 

For those at the award presentation, the LEED Silver 
recognition was a welcome early return on investment. 

"It is very nice to be recognized for the work that 
SUBASE has and will continue to do in order to align itself 
more closely with the SECNAV's initiative," Daddona said. 

For Denno the award sets the bar at SUBASE and will 
serve at the catalyst for future "greener" and "leaner" 
infrastructure. 
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"Sure the SLC is now recognized as the Silver Standard 
for Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design, but it's 

significant and impactful initiatives make it a gold standard on 
SUBASE," said Denno. 
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49. Alameda Navy Base Now A Much-Sought Wildlife Eden 
(SAN FRANCISCO CHRONICLE 06 MAY 12) ... Carolyn Jones 

California least terns are small and endangered, but 
they're not afraid of mayhem. After all, they nest on airport 
runways. 

But in Alameda, the brave little birds have brought chaos 
to a whole new level. No fewer than five public agencies are 
haggling over the birds and the thriving habitat that has sprung 
up around them, in a fight that's likely to reshape several 
hundred acres of the Bay Area's most picturesque real estate. 

"These birds migrate thousands of miles every year, but 
they always choose to come back to Alameda. They're ours," 
said Leora Feeney, an Alameda resident and retired biologist 
who has spent more than 20 years monitoring the terns. "Now 
we need to show them that Alameda knows how to take care 
of them." 

The terns spend every spring and summer mating and 
raising babies on the old runway at the Naval Air Station. 
They've been there since at least the early 1970s, seemingly 
oblivious to the monstrous warplanes thundering by just a few 
feet away. 

The Navy - alerted to the birds by a keen-eyed 
commander's wife - gently accommodated the terns for two 
decades. They rerouted planes to other runways while the 
young birds were fledging and generally tried to keep the birds 
from harm's way. 

Why Terns Like Runways 
After the Navy left in 1997, the terns had the entire 

runway to themselves. They like the Alameda runway, as well 
as runways in other cities, because it's relatively free of 
predators and it resembles the flat, gravelly beaches the birds 
nested on for millennia before people arrived. 

But something unexpected happened in the 15 years since 
the Navy closed the base: Nature returned. Willows and 
pampas grass, primrose and ice plant slowly began sprouting 
through cracks in the tarmac, creating a perfect habitat for 
birds and other wildlife. 

Where the Navy once manufactured some of the military's 
most powerful aircraft, there's now jackrabbits, blue herons, 
butterflies and at least one deer. They all reside within 400 
acres at the far northwestern corner of the island, a Superfund 
site that's off-limits to the public. 

The terns now number about 300 pairs, and are the most 
prolific breeders of any California least tern colony on the 
West Coast, said U.S. Fish and Wildlife biologist Sue Euing, 
who monitors the birds. 

Keeping The Birds Happy 
"We try to keep them as happy as possible," said Euing, 

who, along with a host of volunteers, provides nesting tools 
such as oyster shells and clay pipes for the birds and keeps 

watch for predators. "But nature will do what nature's going to 
do." 

Among the terns' most dreaded predators is, ironically, 
Alameda's other celebrity bird: the peregrine falcon. The 
falcons that nest on the Fruitvale Bridge have discovered the 
terns and often swoop through for a snack, Euing said. 

But the falcon threat is dwarfed by the five government 
agencies vying for control of the runway area. The Navy, 
Veterans Affairs, Fish and Wildlife, city of Alameda and East 
Bay Regional Park District are in heated negotiations over 
development plans for that corner of the base. 

The VA hopes to build a health clinic and 80-acre 
columbarium, and the park district wants to build a portion of 
the Bay Trail, a picnic area and open space to serve visiting 
veterans and their families, as well as the public. 

Competing Visions 
The questions are: where to put the facilities to keep the 

terns safe, the size of the complex, and who owes what for the 
properties. The park district, for example, wants the land for 
free because the city got the land for free from the Navy. But 
the city wants some money for the deal, officials said. 

"I think everyone's on board with the general idea, it's just 
a question of how we get there," said Jennifer Ott, Alameda's 
deputy city manager. 

Meanwhile, the park district is frustrated with the delays. 
The area is a perfect site for a park, with its sweeping views of 
the bay and San Francisco, its proximity to urban areas and its 
newfound abundance of wildlife, officials said. 

"We think we have a great vision for veterans - a quiet, 
beautiful place where they can reflect, be with their families, 
relax," said Bob Doyle, the district's general manager. "But 
we're full of ideas. Sometimes people like them, sometimes 
they don't." 

Veterans say burial and health services are sorely needed. 
Most Northern California veterans cemeteries are near 
capacity, and families now have to drive hours to visit the 
graves of loved ones, said Nathan Greene, officer in the 
Danville chapter of Veterans of Foreign Wars. 

"It would mean a great deal to have this" facility in 
Alameda, he said. "Especially for all the homeless veterans. It 
would give us the opportunity to help a lot of people." 

Wildlife advocates would like to see most of the site set 
aside as a refuge, based on the success of the terns and at least 
150 other bird species that have taken up residence there. 

"We think it's one of the most unique habitats in the Bay 
Area. For most of it, there's no other suitable use," said Mark 
Welther, director of the Golden Gate Audubon Society. 
"Habitat is its best use." 
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NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
50. Panetta Warns Military Over Afghanistan Misconduct 
(NEW YORK TIMES 05 MAY 12) ... Thom Shanker 

WASHINGTON — Defense Secretary Leon E. Panetta 
warned on Friday that the spate of high-profile episodes of 
misconduct by some troops in Afghanistan not only 
discredited the entire armed forces, but also damaged 
America's chances for battlefield success. 

Mr. Panetta said episodes involving a few soldiers who 
“lack judgment, lack professionalism, lack leadership” could 
have far-reaching consequences. 

“The reality is that our enemies are losing on the 
battlefield, and they will seek any opportunity to damage us,” 
Mr. Panetta said. “In particular, they have sought to take 
advantage of a series of troubling incidents that involved 
misconduct.” 

The military has been stained by disclosures that young 
soldiers defiled insurgents’ remains in Afghanistan, that 
Marines urinated on Taliban corpses and that other troops 
burned Korans in violation of Islamic practice. When added to 
the massacre of villagers attributed to an Army sergeant, these 
episodes have cast American soldiers in a harsh light before 
the Afghan public. 

Addressing troops at Fort Benning, Ga., Mr. Panetta said 
these well-publicized episodes “can impact the mission that 
we’re engaged in, they can put your fellow service members at 
risk, they can hurt morale and they can damage our standing in 
the world.” He added, “And they can cost lives.” 

Those concerns were reiterated by the military’s top 
officer, Gen. Martin E. Dempsey, chairman of the Joint Chiefs 
of Staff, who said Friday in an interview that such misconduct 
“diminishes the extraordinary work the rest of the force is 
doing.” 

He said the military had an ethos that “holds us to a 
higher standard,” and he disclosed that, as chairman, he was 
studying how a decade of nonstop conflict had affected the 
military as a profession. 

General Dempsey dismissed one explanation for the 
episodes: that the military is exhausted and stretched to the 
breaking point. Instead, he said the tempo of deployments to 

Iraq and Afghanistan — and the style of deployments — had 
disconnected the traditional chain of command. 

Recent lapses in discipline “do not represent a tear in the 
fabric of the profession,” General Dempsey said. He did 
acknowledge, though, that “mentoring has suffered a bit.” 

For example, the counterinsurgency mission in 
Afghanistan has pushed troops out of large bases — where 
they would serve under the supervision of senior officers — 
and distributed them to remote forward outposts under the 
watch of noncommissioned officers and junior leaders. 

This decentralized deployment pattern has placed a “new 
burden on junior leaders to be even more observant, more 
aggressive, more responsible” for the performance and 
behavior of young soldiers under their command in the field, 
General Dempsey added. “We have to reconnect leader to led, 
and hold leaders accountable at every level,” he said. 

Both General Dempsey and Mr. Panetta stressed that the 
episodes represented only a tiny fraction of the force. But 
given the barrage of reports of negative behavior by the 
ground forces, the top officers of the Army and the Marine 
Corps also have been meeting with their leadership to urge a 
renewed focus on discipline and adherence to orders. 

Gen. James F. Amos, the Marine Corps commandant, 
wrote a letter to his service’s generals, commanders, officers-
in-charge and sergeants major on March 23 to emphasize the 
importance of taking action to halt episodes that discredit the 
military and damage the mission. 

And Gen. Ray Odierno, the Army chief of staff, also has 
been speaking to his service’s officers and noncommissioned 
officers about the urgent requirement for the Army to increase 
and sustain discipline among younger officers and enlisted 
personnel. 

“I need every one of you, and all of your fellow service 
members, to always display the strongest character, the 
greatest discipline and the utmost integrity in everything you 
do,” Mr. Panetta said at Fort Benning. 
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51. Panetta Hires NOAA Official As Environment, Energy Adviser 
(GREENWIRE 04 MAY 12) ... Annie Snider 

Defense Secretary Leon Panetta has hired a prominent 
environmental lawyer and current National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration official to advise him on 
environmental policy, energy efficiency and other matters. 

Monica Medina led President Obama's transition team in 
its review of NOAA in 2008 and currently serves as deputy 
undersecretary for oceans and atmosphere at the agency. In 
2010 she was appointed a U.S. commissioner to the 
International Whaling Commission. 

Medina also figured in the agency's response to the 2010 
Deepwater Horizon oil spill, overseeing NOAA's closure of 
fisheries and testing of seafood, according to an internal email 
sent yesterday by NOAA Administrator Jane Lubchenco. 

The hire was announced one day after Panetta signaled 
his personal involvement in environment and energy issues for 
the first time since assuming the top Pentagon post. 

"In the 21st century, reality is that there are environmental 
threats that constitute threats to our national security," he said 
at a Wednesday reception hosted by the Environmental 
Defense Fund. 

Medina, who served as an Army officer early in her 
career, heads to the Pentagon at a time when the department is 
increasing its focus on transforming its own approach to 
energy. Earlier this year Panetta signed off on a plan for 
implementing the Defense Department's first-ever battlefield 
energy strategy, and the military services have together 
committed to producing or buying 3 gigawatts of renewable 
energy in coming years. 

Before joining NOAA, Medina held positions at the Pew 
Environment Group, the International Fund for Animal 
Welfare and the law firm Heller Ehrman White & McAuliffe. 
During the Clinton administration, she served as general 
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counsel of NOAA and as deputy associate attorney general for 
the Justice Department's environmental division. 

In addition to environmental issues, Medina's portfolio at 
the Pentagon will include women in the military and the 

transition of veterans into civilian life, according to an internal 
DOD email from Panetta's chief of staff, Jeremy Bash. 
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52. Retired Military Officers Teaching At Ivy League Schools 
(NEW YORK TIMES 07 MAY 12) ... Elisabeth Bumiller 

NEW HAVEN — On a recent evening in a classroom at 
Yale, Gen. Stanley A. McChrystal held forth for two animated 
hours on the conflicts in Northern Ireland and South Africa, 
with bits of his own history as the former top commander in 
Afghanistan thrown in. In earlier classes he covered the Bay of 
Pigs and Vietnam and, as his students tell it, recounted in 
mesmerizing detail the events in “The Runaway General,” the 
Rolling Stone article that cost him his job. 

General McChrystal’s seminar on leadership is nearly as 
hard to get into as Yale itself: this past semester some 200 
students applied for a coveted 20 spots. 

“The first day I came here, they were expecting a 
demonstration,” General McChrystal, who is retired from the 
military, said in an interview after class, shortly before 
heading out to a New Haven bar for beers with his students. 
“And I was mad because there were only nine people” 
protesting his appointment. 

Far from reacting with disdain or indifference, the Yale 
community has largely embraced him — just as the other Ivy 
League schools have started to open their doors to his peers. 

Adm. Mike Mullen, the former chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, will teach a class on diplomacy and military 
affairs at Princeton this fall. Adm. Eric T. Olson, the former 
head of the military’s Special Operations Command, is 
offering a course on military strategy at Columbia starting in 
September. 

Harvard regularly invites four-stars for speeches and 
lectures, among them David H. Petraeus, the retired general 
who is director of the Central Intelligence Agency, and Gen. 
Martin E. Dempsey, the chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, 
who was on campus last month. 

To the generation that was in college during the Vietnam 
War, it is unfathomable that Gen. William C. Westmoreland, 
the commander of American troops at the height of the 
Vietnam War, would have been welcomed in an Ivy League 
classroom. But since Vietnam and the end of the draft in 1972 
— longer ago for today’s freshmen than World War II was for 
college students in the 1960s — the military has changed from 
a demoralized army into an all-volunteer force far better 
regarded because of the wars of the last decade. 

In the last year, Harvard, Yale and Columbia have invited 
R.O.T.C. back to campus after banning the program during 
Vietnam, citing the end of the military’s ban on openly gay 
troops as the reason. The hiring of retired military officers as 
teachers in the Ivy League is part of the same evolution. 

At Yale the military is, for most students, a great 
unknown, and many in General McChrystal’s class say they 
signed up out of curiosity. “I would never have imagined 
myself three years ago in a course taught by a general,” said 
Erik Heinonen, one of General McChrystal’s students and a 
former Peace Corps volunteer. 

Some faculty members at Yale remain opposed to a 
retired celebrity general who does not hold their union card, a 

Ph.D., teaching at a civilian university, and say they are 
uncomfortable with his history of driving the secret 
commando raids that killed so many people in Iraq and 
Afghanistan. They also point out that the wars of the last 
decade have been unpopular on campus. 

But faculty members who support General McChrystal 
say that students distinguish between the warriors and the 
wars, and that Yale should include an option to learn firsthand 
about the military as part of a college education. 

“There is almost no antimilitary bias among students,” 
said John Lewis Gaddis, a Yale history professor and the 
recipient of the 2012 Pulitzer Prize for biography, who has 
welcomed General McChrystal to Yale. “I wouldn’t say it’s 
true among the faculty.” 

Ivy Leagues, he said, still shy from teaching military 
history, although that is changing. (The Yale historian Paul 
Kennedy is developing a course on the military history of the 
West for undergraduates and Air Force R.O.T.C. students at 
Yale this fall.) 

Peter Mansoor, a military historian at Ohio State 
University and retired colonel who was the executive officer 
to General Petraeus in Iraq, said, “In the wake of the Iraq and 
Afghan wars, academia realizes that warfare is not going to go 
away, and it’s better to understand than ignore it.” 

Not that General McChrystal or Admirals Mullen and 
Olson are teaching military history. In General McChrystal’s 
recent seminar, open to both undergraduates and graduates, 
two hours was spent discussing how leadership was important 
to solving problems like apartheid. Like all his sessions, it was 
off the record — students are not supposed to talk about it 
outside class — because General McChrystal wanders into 
anecdotes about sensitive operations in Iraq and Afghanistan. 

His teaching style is loose: he wears khakis and open-
necked shirts, insists that the students call him Stan, prods 
quiet students into talking and invites them all for runs with 
him and on overnight field trips to Gettysburg. 

The theme in his case studies in leadership is that personal 
relationships matter — a view he set forth in another recent 
class about the 2010 Rolling Stone article, required reading, 
which quoted him and his staff as making dismissive 
comments about White House officials. Within days, President 
Obama fired him. 

“That was a situation where it was completely 
unexpected, completely disorienting,” General McChrystal 
said in the interview. “Because you could have told me I was 
going to be killed by stampeding giraffes and I would have 
considered that more likely than I would have been accused of 
something like that,” he said, referring to the report that he had 
been disrespectful to the White House. 

He took two leadership lessons from the experience, he 
said he had told his students: first, his relationships saved him 
— “I had this network of friends that reached out to me” — 
and second, it was better for the country that he step down 
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without disputing the article. “I didn’t try to fight it,” he said, 
adding that he knew “by the time an investigation could be 
done that we would have created so much scar tissue.” 

In the interview, General McChrystal declined to 
comment on the article’s accuracy, as he always has. (Last 
year, a Defense Department investigation found no proof of 
wrongdoing by General McChrystal or his aides; Rolling 
Stone questioned the methods of the investigators and stood 
by the article.) 

General McChrystal said it was painful to relive the 
episode in class, but he saw it as his obligation. “The only 
reason I’m here to teach” compared with “somebody who’s 
got a Ph.D., is because I’ve been through it,” he said, speaking 
of Rolling Stone episode as well as his military career. “So I 
think I owe them that.” 

Admiral Mullen said that at Princeton, he, too, would 
draw on his decades in the military, particularly the debates 

over the escalations in Iraq and Afghanistan, which spanned 
his time as chairman of the Joint Chiefs. In speaking at 
campuses around the country, he said, he has found “a thirst 
and an intellectual curiosity” about the military, but also a lot 
of stereotyping. 

“I think there’s a great deal of work to be done to talk to 
students about who we are,” he said. 

Admiral Olson, a former member of the Navy SEALs 
who as head of Special Operations Command had a central 
role in planning the raid last year that killed Osama bin Laden, 
said the military had a lot to learn, too. His class at Columbia 
is to focus on irregular warfare, but he said he was most 
looking forward to “ideas and conversations that I wouldn’t 
otherwise have the opportunity to have.” In short, he said, “it’s 
an entry into a different world.” 
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53. Cutter Fleet Rebuilding Too Slowly, Papp Says 
(NAVY TIMES 05 MAY 12) ... Jacqueline Klimas 

As the Coast Guard’s aging fleet becomes less capable of 
carrying out its missions, a tight budget is delaying acquisition 
of two cutters seen as crucial to the service’s modernization 
plans. 

The national security cutters, designed and built by 
Huntington Ingalls Industries, will replace Hamilton-class 
cutters built in the 1960s. While the new ships will have more 
advanced technology, the Coast Guard is replacing 12 ships 
with eight — and of those eight, only six are fully funded. 

Coast Guard leaders dropped funds for the seventh and 
eighth cutters from their fiscal 2013 request to comply with 
tough new budget rules written into law last year. 

“We are moving way too slow” on modernizing the fleet, 
Commandant Adm. Bob Papp said in an April 16 discussion at 
the Navy League’s Sea-Air-Space symposium outside 
Washington, D.C. 

The new cutters are designed for high-priority missions 
such as drug interdiction, intercepting foreign ships in U.S. 
waters, and search-and-rescue operations. Without those ships, 
the Coast Guard is already slipping in some of these areas for 
lack of resources, Papp said. 

“Last year, almost 790 metric tons of cocaine moved 
through the Western Hemisphere Transit Zone. But, despite 
having actionable intelligence almost once a week that drugs 
were ‘on the water,’ we lacked an available major cutter to 
disrupt and interdict these smugglers,” Papp told the House 
Transportation and Infrastructure Committee’s Coast Guard 
panel March 6. 

“I think they’re prioritizing correctly given the limited 
amount of money,” said Larry Korb, senior fellow at the 
Center for American Progress in Washington. “They didn’t 
share the buildup that the military did; they were not involved 
on the ground in Iraq and Afghanistan. They can’t be reduced 
to the extent that the others are.” 

But Dov Zakheim, a senior fellow at the Center for Naval 
Analyses in Alexandria, Va., and former Pentagon budget 
chief, said the Coast Guard needs to look at how these tasks 
are assigned and if the Navy can take over any overseas 
missions, despite the Defense Department’s budget being 
slashed. 

“The Coast Guard has been underfunded, no question,” 
Zakheim said. “With respect to the cutters, they’re essentially 
small warships, so there is an alternative. I think that should 
really be the issue: Who should be doing these overseas 
missions?” 

The new cutters are being built for the Coast Guard by 
Huntington Ingalls at its shipyard in Pascagoula, Miss. 

Some of the advancements on the new ships include a 
larger flight deck, a ramp in the stern that accommodates 
rigid-hull inflatable boats, a side port door that allows easy 
onloading and offloading of equipment or people, and living 
quarters for mixed-gender crews. 

BUILDING A ‘GAME CHANGER’ 
Vice Commandant Vice Adm. Sally Brice-O’Hara said 

the Coast Guard was happy with how the ships were 
performing, especially the ability to launch helicopters in 
rough water in the Bering Sea. 

“This ship is a game changer for us,” Brice-O’Hara said. 
“The more we can build to the eight, the more we can 
accomplish of our nation’s missions.” 

The most cost-effective way to build the ships is on a one-
year cycle; to keep that cycle, funding for long-lead-time 
materials for the seventh cutter needs to be in the fiscal 2013 
budget, said Bob Conrad, director of Coast Guard and surface 
combatant programs at Ingalls Shipbuilding. 

“This is why we must continue to build major cutters,” 
Papp told a Senate Commerce, Science and Transportation 
Committee panel on the Coast Guard on March 7. “Doing so 
also lowers our costs — maintaining momentum is what 
allowed us to put national security cutters 4 and 5 on contract 
for nearly the same price.” 

Huntington Ingalls plans to help keep the cost of the 
national security cutters low and reduce overhead by 
marketing a similar design with added features including anti-
submarine, anti-surface, anti-air and anti-mine warfare as a 
frigate to navies such as those in Brazil, Germany and Saudi 
Arabia, said Mike Duthu, Coast Guard program manager at 
Ingalls Shipbuilding. 

“From a shipbuilder perspective, [having] many ships in 
production will reduce the cost for all customers, including the 
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Coast Guard,” he said, adding that the frigates would be added 
into the production line with the NSCs since they use many of 
the same parts. 

Brice-O’Hara is supportive of keeping the shipyard full. 

“The more you can be building the better it is for shipyard 
workers,” she said. “We’ve seen learning from [cutters] one to 
three as quality increases.” 
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54. Psychiatrists Seek New Name, And Less Stigma For PTSD 
(WASHINGTON POST 06 MAY 12) ... Greg Jaffe 

It has been called shell shock, battle fatigue, soldier’s 
heart and, most recently, post-traumatic stress disorder, or 
PTSD. 

Now, military officers and psychiatrists are embroiled in a 
heated debate over whether to change the name of a condition 
as old as combat. 

The potential new moniker: post-traumatic stress injury. 
Military officers and some psychiatrists say dropping the 

word “disorder” in favor of “injury” will reduce the stigma 
that stops troops from seeking treatment. “No 19-year-old kid 
wants to be told he’s got a disorder,” said Gen. Peter Chiarelli, 
who until his retirement in February led the Army’s effort to 
reduce its record suicide rate. 

On Monday, a working group of a dozen psychiatrists will 
hold a public hearing in Philadelphia to debate the name 
change. The issue is coming to a head because the American 
Psychiatric Association is updating its bible of mental 
illnesses, the Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental 
Disorders, for the first time since 2000. 

The relatively straightforward request, which originated 
with the U.S. Army, has raised new questions over the causes 
of PTSD, the best way to treat the condition and the barriers 
that prevent troops from getting help. The change also could 
have major financial implications for health insurers and 
federal disability claims. 

Chiarelli took on the problems of PTSD and suicide after 
two tours in Iraq and pressed harder than any other officer to 
change the way service members view mental-health 
problems. His efforts, however, have not resulted in a 
reduction in suicides. 

Dropping ‘Disorder’ 
PTSD refers to the intense and potentially crippling 

symptoms that some people experience after a traumatic event 
such as combat, a car accident or rape. To Chiarelli and the 
psychiatrists pressing for a change, the word “injury” suggests 
that people can heal with treatment. A disorder, meanwhile, 
implies that something is permanently wrong. 

Chiarelli was the first to drop the word “disorder,” 
referring to the condition as PTS. The new name was adopted 
by officials at the highest levels of the Pentagon, including 
Defense Secretary Leon E. Panetta. But PTS never caught on 
with the medical community because of concerns that insurers 
and government bureaucrats would not be willing to pay for a 
condition that wasn’t explicitly labeled a disease, disorder or 
injury. 

Some psychiatrists suggested post-traumatic stress injury 
as an alternative, and Chiarelli heartily endorsed the idea. 

The question for the working group of doctors debating 
the change is whether the nightmares, mood swings and 
flashbacks normally associated with PTSD are best described 
as an injury. 

Those in favor of the new name maintain that PTSD is the 
only mental illness that must be caused by an outside force. 

“There is a certain kind of shattering experience that 
changes the way our memory system works,” said Frank 
Ochberg, a professor of psychiatry at Michigan State 
University. 

The intensity of the trauma, whether it is a rape, car crash 
or horrifying combat, is so overwhelming that it alters the 
physiology of the brain. In this sense, PTSD is more like a 
bullet wound or a broken leg than a typical mental disorder or 
disease. “One could have a clean bill of health prior to the 
trauma, and then afterward, there was a profound difference,” 
Ochberg wrote in a letter backing Chiarelli’s request for a 
change. 

Psychiatrists who oppose the change argue that PTSD has 
more in common with bipolar or depressive disorder than a 
bullet wound. 

“The concept of injury usually implies a discrete time 
period. At some point, the bleeding will stop. Sometimes the 
wound heals quickly, sometimes not,” said Matthew J. 
Friedman, executive director of the Department of Veterans 
Affairs National Center for PTSD. A disorder can stretch on 
for decades. 

Although everyone is equally susceptible to a gunshot 
wound, not everyone exposed to trauma suffers from PTSD. 
Genetics, military training and even the cohesion in a soldier’s 
platoon all play a role in determining whether a combat 
experience results in PTSD or simply a bad memory, experts 
said. 

“The word ‘disorder’ reflects the fact that some people 
are more vulnerable than others,” said John Oldham, president 
of the American Psychiatric Association. 

Treatment for the malady often includes remembering the 
traumatic event under controlled conditions until it loses its 
power. 

Origins Of PTSD 
PTSD made its first appearance in the diagnostic 

manual’s third edition, which was published in 1980. The 
doctors who lobbied for its inclusion viewed it as a measure 
that would finally legitimize the pain and suffering of Vietnam 
War veterans. 

Before the creation of the PTSD diagnosis, Vietnam War-
era hawks saw troops suffering from such symptoms as 
weaker than their World War II-era colleagues. “The view was 
that they should just suffer in silence,” said Charles Figley, 
director of Tulane University’s Traumatology Institute. The 
antiwar doves often portrayed Vietnam War veterans as crazy, 
deranged and dangerous. 

“PTSD was a validation that what the Vietnam veterans 
were reporting was true, and it connected them to other 
veterans in other wars and other people who had experienced 
trauma,” Figley said. 

Political Fallout 
The name-change debate is also being influenced by 

bureaucratic politics. In 2008, the military considered 
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awarding the Purple Heart to troops suffering from PTSD, but 
ultimately decided that brain science had not advanced far 
enough to prove that people were suffering from the condition. 

A change to “injury” would make it easier to revise the 
award criteria, advocates of the name change say. 

“To be injured in the service to your country is entirely 
honorable in the military culture,” said Jonathan Shay, a 
psychiatrist who specializes in treating the psychic wounds of 
war and has worked closely with the U.S. military. “To fall ill 
is not dishonorable, but it is unlucky.” 

A shift to “injury” could make it harder for service 
members to collect permanent-disability payments for their 
condition from the government, some experts warned. “When 
you have an injury, you follow a treatment regimen and expect 
to get better,” Figley said. “This change is about medicine, but 

it is also about compensation. We are talking about hundreds 
of millions of dollars.” 

Finally, the name change has unearthed other sensitive 
arguments about the best way to prevent PTSD in the military. 

“The whole history of psychiatry is to change the names 
of conditions. If the problem doesn’t go away, we change the 
name,” said Bessel van der Kolk, a professor of psychiatry at 
Boston University. “It makes us feel momentarily better. But it 
doesn’t change anything.” 

If the Army really wanted to protect soldiers, it would 
limit the number of tours that troops are permitted to do in 
Afghanistan, van der Kolk said. Medical studies have 
suggested that a soldier’s resilience is depleted with each 
battlefield tour. “As long as you have repeated deployments, 
you will have devastating effects on people,” he said. 
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55. Pentagon: Whistleblowers Left Vulnerable 
Pentagon Report Says Defense Department Whistleblowers Have Been Left Vulnerable To Reprisals 
(WASHINGTON POST 06 MAY 12) ... R. Jeffrey Smith and Aaron Mehta 

The Defense Department has inadequately protected from 
reprisals whistleblowers who have reported wrongdoing, 
according to an internal Pentagon report, and critics are calling 
for action to be taken against those who have been negligent. 

The report, dated May 2011, accuses the officials, who 
work in the Defense Department’s Office of Inspector 
General, of persistent sloppiness and a systematic disregard 
for Pentagon rules meant to protect those who report fraud, 
abuses and the waste of taxpayer funds, according to a 
previously undisclosed copy. The report was obtained by the 
Project on Government Oversight, a nonprofit watchdog 
group. 

A three-person team of investigators, assigned to review 
the performance of the Directorate for Military Reprisal 
Investigations, concluded that in 2010, the directorate 
repeatedly turned aside evidence of serious punishments 
inflicted on those who had complained. 

The actions included threatened or actual discharges, 
demotions, firings, prosecutions and a mental health referral. 
At least one of the alleged reprisals was taken because the 
complainer had written to Congress, an act that Pentagon 
regulations say is a “protected communication” immune from 
retaliation. Some of the other whistleblowers had alleged 
discrimination, travel violations and “criminality,” the report 
states. 

In all, investigators disputed the directorate’s dismissal of 
more than half of the 152 whistleblowing cases it reviewed 
and called for it to revamp its procedures and start enforcing 
the protective rules. 

Sen. Charles E. Grassley (R-Iowa), the Senate Judiciary 
Committee’s top Republican, called the report disturbing. 
“Heads must roll,” he said in an April 24 letter to Lynne M. 
Halbrooks, acting inspector general. “The root cause problems 
identified in the report must be addressed and resolved 
immediately.” 

Halbrooks responded in an April 26 letter to Grassley that 
the reprisal investigations office now has new leadership but 
added that “I strongly disagree with the assertion” that IG 
officials knowingly ignored the law. “I stand behind the 
continued professionalism and dedication of our reprisal 
investigators, past and present,” she said. 

The creation of the reprisal investigations unit grew out of 
hearings and legislation in the 1990s that spotlighted the 
military’s practice of ordering mental health evaluations for 
whistleblowers, a move that hindered their careers. The office, 
which is expanding this year from 31 to 51 employees, is 
responsible for investigating complaints of retaliation by 
troops and Pentagon employees and for overseeing such 
probes within the military services. 

Under federal law, prohibited reprisals are adverse actions 
taken in response to protected disclosures, which involve 
reports of violations of laws or regulations, gross 
mismanagement, abuses of authority, and dangers to health 
and safety. 

Report Prompted Changes 
In response to the report, the Defense Department’s 

deputy inspector general for administrative investigations, 
Marguerite C. Garrison, last year reorganized the office and 
began an overhaul of its manual. 

“The lessons learned… have proved vital to establishing 
more robust policies and procedures,” said Bridget Ann 
Serchak, a spokeswoman for Halbrooks. 

Serchak also said the office had begun to review some of 
the cases that were disputed. 

Independent experts and whistleblower advocates remain 
skeptical, however. Reports going back a decade have 
criticized the inspector general’s office for its handling of 
whistleblowers. 

“This devastating report proves one of our worst fears — 
that military whistleblowers have systematically been getting a 
raw deal,” said Danielle Brian, executive director of the 
Project on Government Oversight, which obtained the report 
under the Freedom of Information Act. 

In February, a report by the Government Accountability 
Office said that investigators routinely took too long to 
respond to complaints about alleged reprisals. It also said that 
investigators frequently used unreliable and incomplete data 
and case files, concluding that only 5 percent of closed case 
files were “complete.” 
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Complaints Deflected 
Critics also have complained that most allegations of 

misconduct are turned aside by the reprisal investigations 
office, often without any investigation. 

“This report helps to confirm what everyone knew in 
practice — that the IG has not respected the law’s mandate,” 
said Tom Devine, legal director for the Government 
Accountability Project, a nonprofit advocacy group that has 
represented Pentagon employees in lawsuits challenging 
alleged reprisals. 

The investigators said the office wrongly dismissed 
complaints by personnel threatened with punitive action on 
grounds that those actions had not yet been carried out. It also 
wrongly dismissed cases in which letters of reprimand, 
counseling or instruction were written against whistleblowers 
but not placed in permanent files — on the grounds that such 
“locally held” letters did not qualify as “unfavorable personnel 
actions.” 

The reviewers said those decisions were contrary to a 
provision of the U.S. Military Whistleblower Protection Act of 
1988, which bars officers or other superiors from taking or 
threatening to take unfavorable actions. The reviewers also 
said that when the office routinely ignored locally held letters 

that threatened discharge, reassignment, lower pay or any 
other change in duties, it violated “the plain language” of a 
2007 Defense Department order. 

Most details of the whistleblowing complaints, as well as 
the names of the complainers and the investigators who 
rejected their cases, were not included in the 17-page report. 

But an appendix states that one case was closed on 
grounds that the complainer’s punishment was unrelated to his 
allegations of wrongdoing, even though an officer had 
acknowledged it was done in retaliation and the file included a 
quoted warning to “follow your chain of command or pay the 
price.” 

In another case, “bias was found, but not addressed.” In 
another, investigators said an “allegation of criminality should 
have been reported/referred.” 

In all, investigators disputed the office’s decisions to turn 
aside 82 of the 152 cases in the random sample it reviewed 
from fiscal 2010. 

Smith is managing editor for national security at the 
Center for Public Integrity, a nonprofit, nonpartisan 
investigative news outlet. Mehta is a staff writer for the same 
group 
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56. Doolittle's Raiders Recall Daring WW II Mission 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 06 MAY 12) ... Sudhin Thanawala 

ALAMEDA, Calif.— Three of Doolittle's Raiders who 
helped boost American morale during the early days of World 
War II recalled the dangers of their bold bombing attack on 
Japan mainland. 

Airman Edward Saylor didn't expect to come back alive 
when his B-25 set off on the 1942 mission. 

"Some of the group thought they'd make it," Saylor said 
Saturday. "But the odds were so bad." 

Saylor and the other 79 Doolittle's Raiders were forced to 
take off in rainy, windy conditions significantly further from 
Japan than planned, straining their fuel capacity. None of the 
16 planes' pilots had ever taken off from an aircraft carrier 
before. 

Saylor and two other raiders, Maj. Thomas Griffin and 
Staff Sgt. David Thatcher — all in their 90s now — recalled 
their daring mission and its leader, Lt. Col. Jimmy Doolittle, at 
a commemoration Saturday aboard the USS Hornet in 
Alameda, across the bay from San Francisco. 

Their mission has been credited with boosting American 
spirits at a critical time, less than five months after the 
Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor and with Japan sweeping 
through the Pacific. The bombing inflicted only scattered 
damage, but lifted spirits at home while shaking Japan's 
confidence. 

But it did not come without a price. 

Three raiders were killed while trying to land in China. 
Eight were captured by the Japanese, of which three were 
executed and a fourth died of disease in prison. 

The Japanese also killed Chinese villagers suspected of 
helping many of the airmen escape. 

Griffin recalled ditching his plane when it ran out of fuel 
after the raid and parachuting to the ground in darkness. 

"I got out of my airplane by jumping real fast," he said. "It 
was a long, strange journey to the land down below." 

Griffin landed in a tree and clung to it until daybreak. 
Saturday's event was held in conjunction with the 70th 

anniversary of the raiders' April 18, 1942 mission. It also 
included: Doolittle's granddaughter, Jonna Doolittle Hoppes; 
two seamen aboard the carrier the raiders left from, the USS 
Hornet CV-8, Lt. Cmdr. Richard Nowatzki and Lt. j.g. Oral 
Moore; and a Chinese official who as a teenager helped rescue 
the raiders, Lt. Col. Chu Chen. 

The American airmen remembered Doolittle as a great 
planner who knew his aircraft and fought alongside them. 

Hoppes said her grandfather, who was born in Alameda 
and died in 1993, was very proud of the men on the mission. 

"I grew up with 79 uncles in addition to the ones I really 
had," she said. "He was just very proud of how they turned 
out." 
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57. Battle Of Coral Sea Remembered By Veterans, U.S. And Royal Australian Navies In Brisbane, 
Australia 

(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 06 MAY 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Christopher Farrington, USS Halsey Public Affairs 
BRISBANE, Australia -- More than 50 U.S. Sailors and 

distinguished guests attended the Australian-American 
Association 70th anniversary of the Battle of Coral Sea 

commemoration ceremony at Newstead Park in Brisbane, 
Australia, May 5. 

Throughout the service, speakers paid tribute to the 
special connection between the two countries and the service 
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members who made the ultimate sacrifice in defense of their 
country. 

Secretary of Homeland Security Janet Napolitano 
delivered a speech and a message from President Barack 
Obama before laying a wreath at the foot of the Australian 
American War memorial. 

"The United States has no stronger ally than Australia," 
she said. "Aussies and Americans have fought together and 
given lives together at every single major conflict over the last 
100 years." 

Also in attendance was Harry Frey, a former Sailor who 
served aboard USS Lexington (CV-2) during the Battle of 
Coral Sea. 

"It was great to see so many people gathered together in 
honor of the men and women who fought during the Battle of 
Coral Sea," said Frey. 

Lexington was sunk during the Battle of Coral Sea when 
the ship was damaged and set on fire by Imperial Japanese 
torpedo-bombers. Frey is one of few survivors who made it to 
safety. 

"It could've been me, I was just lucky," said Frey. "Right 
after we came back up from the sick bay to help the doctors, it 
blew up. I went back up on the flight deck and the guys were 
abandoning ship. When they were going over the side I kept 
saying we are going to make it, they are going to salvage us." 

"All of a sudden the ship dropped 10 degrees on the port 
side and I thought she was going to roll then, so we decided it 
was time to leave." 

For Yeoman 2nd Class Robert Raynor, a Sailor assigned 
to the guided-missile destroyer USS Halsey (DDG 97), being 
able to pay respects to the veterans who fought for their 
country during World War II was a humbling experience. 

"I've read about the Battle of Coral Sea quite a few times, 
but being able to hear about it in person from people that were 
their was an amazing experience," said Raynor. 

Distinguished visitors also laid wreaths at the foot of the 
war memorial at Newstead Park. The ceremony included a 
flyover by two World War II aircraft from each country, a 
Wirraway and a PT-6 Texan. 
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58. Could The Navy Ever Build A Flying Aircraft Carrier? 
(INNOVATION NEWS DAILY 05 MAY 12) ... Jeremy Hsu 

Moviegoers can easily recognize flights of fancy when 
they see the "Avengers" assemble aboard the flying 
"Helicarrier" aircraft carrier in Hollywood's latest superhero 
blockbuster. But could the U.S. Navy ever build the fantastical 
military marvel if it wanted a flying air base? 

The Navy has experimented with less-ambitious flying 
aircraft carriers in the 1930s — its rigid airships such as the 
USS Macon and USS Akron could each carry up to five 
biplane fighter aircraft. But the modern military's budget 
would likely burst trying to build and operate a full-size flying 
aircraft carrier that weighs 100,000 tons and stretches the 
length of three football fields, according to a U.S. Navy 
official at Naval Air Systems Command. 

"We would want to minimize the weight and cost of a 
flying carrier itself in order to maximize the number and 
capability of the aircraft that could be carried on it," the Navy 
official said. "The number and size of the thrusters required to 
lift the carrier, the number and size of the engines to drive 
them, the fuel to keep the engines running, etc., all sum to 
make the system unrealistic." 

That reality rests upon the simple fact that it's much 
cheaper to float, rather than fly, the weight of a huge aircraft 

carrier containing dozens of military jets and more than 5,000 
members of the ship's crew and air wing. An aircraft carrier 
designed without any flight assistance — such as wings — 
would require huge amounts of power for the thrusters in both 
lifting mode and in forward airborne flight. 

The fictional Helicarrier appears to use ducted rotors for 
its vertical takeoff and landing technology (or VTOL) — not 
too far off from real Navy aircraft such as the AV-8B Harrier 
fighter jet, the V-22 Osprey, and the upcoming carrier version 
of the F-35 Joint Strike Fighter. Such VTOL aircraft represent 
the "ultimate in operational flexibility," but also represent the 
most expensive air transport options for the U.S. military. 

For now, the U.S. Navy seems happy with the cost-
efficiency and flexibility of its floating aircraft carriers — a 
naval weapon that has dominated the seas since World War II. 
U.S. taxpayers will likely feel equally happy to pay the movie 
ticket cost to see the flying Helicarrier, rather than fund one in 
real life. 

"The combination of a floating aircraft carrier, with the 
flexibility of the aircraft that are based on it (including rotary 
wing aircraft) offers a great balance of efficiency and 
flexibility," the Navy official said. 
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59. Iran Lashes Out at Google Maps Over Gulf Nomenclature 
(MASHABLE 06 MAY 12) ... Sam Laird 

Iran is harshly criticizing Google for what it feels is a 
disrespectful omission in Google Maps. 

The country’s government is angry because Google Maps 
does not label the body of water known in Iran as the Persian 
Gulf. Others refer to it as the Arabian Gulf. 

A senior Iranian official blasted Google in a statement on 
Saturday, threatening that the company risks losing credibility 
in the Middle East. 

“Google fabricating lies… will not have any outcome but 
for its users to lose trust in the data the company provides,” 

Deputy Minister of Culture and Islamic Guidance Bahman 
Dorri said according to Iranian news reports. 

Before Dorri made that official statement on behalf of the 
Iranian government, resentment about the omission had been 
brewing among many of the country’s citizens, the BBC 
reported last week. Upset Iranians say that, up until a few days 
ago, Google Maps labeled the area as the Persian Gulf. 

A Google spokesperson told the BBC that Google Maps 
does not label every place in the world, but could not provide 
another example of a major location going nameless. 
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The large body of water in question is connected to the 
Gulf of Oman and Arabian Sea. It separates Iran, to the north, 
from Saudia Arabia, the U.A.E. and other Arab countries to 
the south. It has long been known as the Persian Gulf, but in 
recent years some Arab states have sought to rebrand the 
waterway as the Arabian Gulf. 

Google’s response here so far appears to be one of studied 
uninvolvement. Do you think Google should leave the gulf 
nameless, stick with Persian Gulf, or perhaps use both names? 
Let us know in the comments. 
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60. Peter Berg Sinks His Teeth Into 'Battleship' 
An action-packed background helps guide the director into the turbulent waters of the big-budget, board 
game-based film. 
(LOS ANGELES TIMES 06 MAY 12) ... Rebecca Keegan 

ABOARD THE USS SPRUANCE — On a clear, 
windless morning in January, director Peter Berg climbed 
from a U.S. Navy helicopter onto the deck of this 9,200-ton 
destroyer steaming north off the coast of San Diego and 
hurried to the bridge to meet the ship's commanding officer, 
Tate Westbrook. 

"I was told you'd know your way around one of these 
about as well as I do," Westbrook said to Berg as the director 
toured the vessel, taking in its torpedo tubes, sonar systems 
and the compact quarters for 300 Sailors. 

Berg, 50, has spent a good chunk of his life around the 
military, first as the son of a Marine who was an avid Naval 
historian, then while embedded with Navy SEALs in Iraq to 
research a film and most recently as the director of the naval 
board game-inspired action movie "Battleship," which opens 
in U.S. theaters May 18. 

As any child who has ever sunk an opponent's plastic 
submarine can attest, Battleship is a simple, grid-style 
guessing game, with no narrative arc or characters. But Berg 
and screenwriter brothers Erich and Jon Hoeber have injected 
a fleet of story lines and personalities into "Battleship" the 
movie, in which the Navy becomes embroiled in combat with 
some mysterious, otherworldly vessels. Earth's best defense is 
some very shiny ships and its most attractive people — Taylor 
Kitsch (of Berg's long-running TV drama "Friday Night 
Lights" and the recent box-office dud "John Carter") plays 
Alex Hopper, a hotheaded Navy officer; Alexander Skarsgard 
is Hopper's better-behaved older brother; and Brooklyn 
Decker is Hopper's physical therapist girlfriend, who tends to 
wounded veterans. 

Eager to showcase its ships in front of the taxpayers who 
pay for them, the U.S. Navy cooperated enthusiastically with 
the film, providing access to five destroyers and hundreds of 
real Sailors. But with that access came a quandary for Berg: 
how to shoot a movie starring America's seaborne military 
branch without being too American for the foreign filmgoers 
who typically comprise well over half of an action movie's 
audience. 

To broaden the movie's appeal internationally, Berg added 
regionally specific touches, such as a Japanese naval officer 
(Tadanobu Asano) and a nod to the Chinese military classic 
"The Art of War," as well as elements audiences in nearly 
every culture seem to enjoy — namely soccer, extraterrestrials 
and Barbadian pop singer Rihanna firing a giant Gatling gun. 

"I did not want 'Battleship' to be perceived as an 
American war film," said Berg. "I wanted to do everything I 
could to make the film accessible to a global audience. It felt 
like bringing an alien component to the film would help take 

the American jingoism out of it and let it be something that 
felt more summer-ish and more adventurous." 

Berg's background positioned him well to walk the line 
between portraying the Navy authentically and pleasing 
Universal Pictures, the studio that financed the $211-million 
action film with an eye toward building a franchise. 

Growing up in New York City, Berg was a captive 
participant in his father's maritime hobby, dragged along on 
family trips to Naval museums and sailing excursions. He 
majored in dramatic arts at Macalester College in St. Paul, 
Minn., where he roomed with future William Morris Endeavor 
agent and co-chief executive Ari Emanuel, who still represents 
him; both moved to Los Angeles after graduation to start 
working in Hollywood. 

Berg's career has taken unlikely turns, among TV and film 
and directing and acting, but the through-line is his hyper-
masculine projects, often produced with surprising sensitivity. 
Catering truck and production assistant gigs eventually yielded 
to acting roles, which made use of Berg's athleticism and 
cocksure attitude — he starred as a G.I. in the 1992 World 
War II drama "A Midnight Clear," a drug-dealing ski 
instructor in "Aspen Extreme" and a hockey-playing doctor on 
the TV medical drama "Chicago Hope." 

As a writer and director, Berg continued to gravitate 
toward sports and testosterone, developing "Friday Night 
Lights," the 2004 film and the TV show about the high stakes 
of high school football in Texas, and directing "The Kingdom" 
in 2007, a thriller about a murder investigation in Saudi 
Arabia, and "Hancock," the Will Smith superhero movie, in 
2008. 

"I somewhere along the way became fascinated with 
exploring characters who are willing to put themselves into 
violent situations, whether it's football, hockey, boxing, being 
a cop, being a soldier," Berg said. "There's not a lot of people 
who are willing to put themselves into those situations, and 
I'm inspired by people who do. It's not about who's the 
toughest physically, it's about who's willing to last. I have a 
fire inside for that. I haven't found at this point in my life 
something that inspires me more. Maybe in five years it'll be a 
romantic comedy." 

Berg's next film after "Hancock" was to be an even more 
adrenalized subject — an adaptation of "Lone Survivor," a 
harrowing 2007 memoir by Navy SEAL Marcus Luttrell, the 
only member of his team to survive a 2005 ambush in 
Afghanistan. As research for the project, Berg embedded for a 
month with Navy SEALs in western Iraq — where he said he 
witnessed another deadly operation — and conducted dozens 
of interviews with SEALs and their families. 
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"Some people live and breathe Hollywood and hate to 
leave it," said Berg's producing partner Sarah Aubrey. "Pete is 
the opposite. He's a genuinely curious person about things 
outside of our business. He approaches any group whether it's 
the Navy or a group of high school football coaches who are at 
the top of their game with this open, honest enthusiasm and he 
listens a lot." 

"Lone Survivor" didn't look like a crowd pleaser in 2009 
— war on terrorism movies, including Berg's own "The 
Kingdom," had largely disappointed at the box office — and 
Universal asked Berg to first take on a project with more 
obvious commercial potential, "Battleship." (Though it's 
centered on the Navy and features many real-life veterans, 
"Battleship" makes no reference to the U.S. military's recent 
wars in Iraq and Afghanistan.) 

Following on the other Hasbro toy-inspired film 
franchises "Transformers" and "G.I. Joe," the idea of a 
"Battleship" movie was met early on with some hoots of 
derision — James Cameron, for one, called relying on board 
games for stories a sign of Hollywood's "desperation." In 
many ways, however, Berg and his team were starting from 
scratch with this intellectual property, with no back story to 
draw upon. Battleship, first sold as a board game by Milton 
Bradley in 1967, has evolved into computer, video and 
cellphone app variations but remains essentially a guessing 
game. 

"The game is so simple and so random," Berg said. "It 
was a creative balance to try to figure out how can we 
reference the game in a way that answers some of our critics a 
bit." 

Berg met with a game psychiatrist about Battleship's 
appeal for players, learning that much of it came from the way 
opponents slowly reveal themselves to each other. 

"You don't know who I am, I don't know who you are and 
through the course of the game we discover each other," Berg 
said. "There's something addictive that happens when you find 
me. The next hook is, as soon as you find me, your goal is to 
kill me as brutally and ruthlessly and as quickly as possible." 
To duplicate the blind reveal element of the game, Berg added 
a plot line in which the Navy loses its traditional tracking 
methods of radar and sonar and must rely instead on tsunami 
detection buoys — equipped with beacons and positioned in a 
grid-like fashion — to find the enemy ships. 

Another early puzzle was how to incorporate an actual 
battleship into the film — the modern Navy no longer relies 
on battleships to slug it out on the open ocean, instead 

deploying the smaller destroyers to protect its aircraft carriers. 
By a twist of luck, the USS Missouri, which is permanently 
docked in Pearl Harbor as a museum, was to be moved for 
repairs and Berg would have an opportunity to shoot it on the 
open sea in early 2010. The filmmakers crafted a third-act 
battle sequence that would require the old ship and cast Navy 
veterans in Hawaii — some in their 90s — to help save the 
world. 

Berg also enlisted an active-duty soldier — Greg Gadson, 
who directs the Army's Wounded Warrior Program — in 
another key role after seeing the massive colonel's striking 
photo in a magazine. The role required Gadson, who lost both 
his legs to an improvised explosive device in Iraq in 2007 — 
to climb a mountain in Hawaii and grapple in a fight sequence 
while wearing his titanium prosthetics. 

"Pete is very on-the-fly," said Gadson. "We would start 
rolling. He would say, 'How would you do it? How would you 
say it?' He was very flexible and very willing to listen. I told 
him, 'You're really kind of like a coach.' He would talk to us in 
different ways, to motivate and inspire and communicate. You 
kind of just want to be around him." 

The film's production took place in Hawaii, at a military 
rehab facility in San Antonio and on soundstages in Louisiana 
throughout much of 2010. While filming in Pearl Harbor, 
where 2,400 Americans were killed by Japanese fighters 71 
years ago, another ship had caught Berg's eye. 

"There was a Japanese warship tied up next to an 
American warship," Berg said. "I was just sitting there staring 
in shock at the Japanese flag and the American flag side by 
side. I didn't realize the extent of the cooperation between our 
militaries. My grandfather would roll in his grave if he could 
see it." 

The awareness that two former enemies had become so 
close militarily inspired Berg to add the character played by 
Asano — the Johnny Depp of Japan — who steps into a 
leadership role during the alien attack. The casting has helped 
the film find its audience internationally: "Battleship," which 
had its world premiere in Tokyo last month, has grossed $170 
million abroad. 

Berg has circumnavigated the globe twice promoting the 
film, once for exhibitors and a second time for the media. 
After the U.S. premiere in Los Angeles on Thursday, he'll turn 
his attention back to "Lone Survivor," the Navy SEAL film he 
set aside for "Battleship" that is set to begin shooting in New 
Mexico in September. 

View Clip (RT: 2:10) 
Return to Index 
 

61. Week In Review Apr. 28, 2012 – May. 04, 2012 
(YOUTUBE 04 MAY 12) ... U.S. Navy 

Welcome to this week's U.S. Navy multimedia production 
featuring selected images from around the fleet received 
during the week of Apr. 28, 2012 – May. 04, 2012. 

The images represent the work of the many naval 
photographers deployed worldwide and submitted to Navy 
Visual News Service. For access to more than 100,000 high 
resolution photos visit: 
    http://www.navy.mil/view_photos_top.asp  and 
http://www.flickr.com/photos/usnavy/    . 

View U.S. Navy YouTube Channel 
View Clip (RT: 2:45) 
Broadcast Clip - 7 in :70 (May. 04, 2012) 
(YOUTUBE 04 MAY 12) U.S. Pacific Fleet 
A quick look at events and issues from the past week 

around Pacific Fleet making headlines at 
http://www.cpf.navy.mil. 

View Clip (RT: 1:11) 
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OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
62. Naming Navy Cargo Ship For Chavez Honors His Remarkable Achievements 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 04 MAY 12) ... Richard Griswold del Castillo & Rita Sanchez 

The U.S. Naval Ship Cesar Chavez will be launched 
today, May 5, christened in honor of the man who became an 
internationally known labor and civil rights leader and who 
has inspired generations of youth with his nonviolent 
philosophy of self sacrifice for others. 

In 1946, Cesar Estrada Chavez enlisted in the U.S. Navy. 
Along with hundreds of thousands of other Mexican-American 
youths, he answered the call of duty. Born in Yuma, Ariz., 
Cesar grew up as a migrant agricultural worker in the San 
Joaquin Valley. He went to the San Diego Naval Training 
Station for boot camp, was sent to the South Pacific, and 
served in Saipan and Guam. 

In 1948, Cesar Chavez was discharged from the service 
and he returned to his work as a migrant laborer. He got 
involved in community organizing during the 1950s with the 
Community Service Organization (CSO). In 1962 he resigned 
his position as the CSO’s executive director and decided to 
devote himself full time to organizing farm workers. 

The United Farm Workers were born in 1965 when 
Mexican-American farm workers joined Filipino workers in a 
strike against the grape growers in the Delano region just 
north of Bakersfield. The growers were paying wages below 
those that they paid the Bracero contract workers from 
Mexico. Chavez along with Dolores Huerta, Larry Itliong and 
many others led a nonviolent movement to force the growers 
to sign a contract and recognize their union. They wanted a 
fair wage, water and bathrooms available in the fields, a hiring 
hall, and a limit to pesticide use. 

To emphasize his commitment to nonviolence, Chavez 
fasted and attended mass every day. The first fast lasted 25 
days and ended with a mass celebrated with Sen. Robert 
Kennedy and his family. To bring pressure on the growers, 
Chavez organized a nationwide grape boycott which drew on 
thousands of student and community volunteers. In 1970, 29 
grape growers signed union contracts and recognized the 
UFW as the farm workers’ union. For the rest of his life, 
Chavez struggled to bring dignity and civil rights to the 

poorest and most oppressed laborers, the farm workers. Upon 
his death in 1993, he was recognized by presidents and 
religious leaders around the world as one of our country’s 
most important moral leaders. 

The naming of the Navy cargo ship is an honor for a 
dedicated American hero and his service to our country. When 
the USNS Cesar Chavez joins the fleet, its primary mission 
will be to deliver more than 10,000 tons of food, fuel and 
other provisions to ships at sea and it will also travel the globe 
as part of worldwide civic and humanitarian missions. It will 
be the last ship built in the T-AKE class. 

This will be the first U.S. Navy ship named for a Latino. 
The contractor, General Dynamics NASSCO, employs a 
diverse workforce and is a strong economic driver for our 
region. It employs hundreds of Latinos and is located in Barrio 
Logan, a community that Cesar visited many times, recruiting 
some of his closest supporters for the farmworker struggle. 
The launching of this ship honors a people who have given so 
much to our country. Latinos have served in the military with 
distinction earning the highest number of Medals of Honor for 
valor of any ethnic group, relative to their percentage of the 
population. 

Cinco de Mayo is a good date for the dedication, an 
unofficial holiday here in the Southwest. For more than 100 
years, it has been an occasion to celebrate community pride in 
service and sacrifice. The commissioning of USNS Cesar 
Chavez is an honor and a tribute to the life and legacy of Cesar 
Chavez and will continue to serve and inspire generations to 
come. As this ship navigates the oceans of the world and visits 
foreign ports, Cesar Chavez’s name will continue to teach us 
that every one of us can do uncommon things. So for many 
good reasons, the christening of the USNS Cesar Chavez is a 
time to celebrate the values that have made our country great. 

Griswold del Castillo is a professor emeritus of Chicana 
and Chicano Studies at San Diego State University and 
Sanchez is a professor emeritus of Chicana/o Studies at San 
Diego Mesa College. 
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63. So Much Said About Littoral Combat Ship, Yet Much Is Still Misunderstood 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 06 MAY 12) ... Sam LaGrone 

The Independence, the second of the Navy’s new littoral 
combat ships, arrived last week at its home port of San Diego. 
At least 16 littoral ships eventually will call San Diego home, 
including the Freedom, which arrived in 2010. 

The U.S. Navy’s littoral combat ship program is as 
revolutionary as it is controversial. Born almost a decade ago, 
the small, fast warships designed to quickly reconfigure to 
serve several mission sets have not had an easy entrance into 
the fleet. Two years after the first ship was put to sea, the 
program still faces blistering criticism in Washington and a 
quiet unease in certain corners of the Navy. 

The nuances of LCS were lost in the long and public 
battle between Lockheed Martin and General Dynamics 
courting the Navy to pick their own hulls. Lockheed’s 
Freedom class used a design based on a super-fast yacht, while 
General Dynamics based its design on aluminum fast ferries 

built by its partner Austal (General Dynamics later dropped 
out of the competition, leaving Austal as the prime contractor). 
The prize was to build the 54 ships that would account for 
about a fourth of the future Navy’s strength. Late in 2010, the 
Navy decided to build 10 of each hull in an unprecedented 
budget move worth up to an estimated $8.96 billion for all 20 
ships. 

Much has been written about the program, but in large 
part the LCS is among the most misunderstood in the U.S. 
military. For starters: The Pentagon, the Navy and industry 
can’t even agree how to pronounce the name. Most pronounce 
the first word as LiTORal, which according to every 
dictionary pronunciation guide I’ve seen is dead wrong. When 
senior officials pronounce littoral correctly, as Chairman of 
the Joint Chiefs Gen. Martin Dempsey and Sen. John McCain 
have done, pundits who don’t know better take to Twitter to 
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ladle out derision. “John McCain wants more ‘Literal Combat 
Ships,’ ” wrote one defense journalist on Feb. 14. 

The relatively minor point is endemic of a host of 
misconstructions of what the ships and the systems of the LCS 
endeavor to do. 

In the past, the Navy and shipbuilders designed ships 
around weapons systems. The Arleigh Burke-class destroyers 
were built around the Aegis missile system, and the Ohio-class 
submarine was built around 24 Trident DII nuclear-tipped 
missiles. 

The LCS does the opposite. The weapons systems are 
designed to conform to modular spaces on board the ship. The 
idea is a hull can become a minesweeper, or a sub hunter or a 
platform to fight drug runners or small-boat threats by 
swapping out modules and crews. An engineer told me on a 
visit to the Independence that he describes the concept like an 
Xbox: The ship is the console and the mission packages are 
the games. And like an Xbox, the hulls are only as good as the 
games. 

The benefit is ships can be quickly upgraded with 
capabilities and be tailored to missions. However, outside a 
small Danish Navy ship, the modular concept is largely 
untested. Integration of the packages has faced several delays 
due to the time it took to select the hull and critical technology 
failures in developing the ship’s mission packages. 

In 2010, Freedom set sail from Mayport, Fla., for an 
inaugural deployment with an incomplete surface warfare 
mission package. A joint missile system the Navy was 
developing with the Army was delayed and ultimately 
canceled, and instead the Navy installed berthing for a Coast 
Guard law enforcement detachment to undertake drug 

interdiction missions in U.S. Southern Command. The 
minesweeping package has also suffered delays due in part to 
the reliability failures of an unmanned semi-submersible 
designed to patrol mined waters. The system is crucial to the 
Navy as its current minesweepers are among the oldest and 
most obsolete ships in the fleet. 

The Navy will also test a new way of deploying and 
crewing ships with the LCS. The ships forward deploy to 
bases around the world with three crews assigned to each ship 
on a four-month rotation. A core crew of about 50 Sailors is 
responsible for handling the ship while an additional crew of 
about 45 will be assigned to the mission packages for a total of 
about 95 Sailors. In comparison, the similarly sized Oliver 
Hazard Perry frigates field twice as many Sailors. The lean 
manning onboard the two LCS variants have raised questions 
about whether a crew that small could handle the 
responsibilities of manning the ship without being stretched 
too thin. 

In addition to the packages and the manning, corrosion 
and cracking problems have arisen in the Freedom, and the 
Independence class has come under fire for the survivability of 
its lightweight aluminum hull. 

If the Navy can overcome the challenges, the LCS will 
mark a transformation in how the service develops ship 
designs and operations. As the Navy leaders like to say, it’s 
the only service that takes its prototypes to war, and it’s still 
too early to say if the Navy’s bet will pay off. 

Sam LaGrone is a staff writer/analyst for the U.S. Naval 
Institute, an independent think tank that publishes articles and 
books on naval topics. 
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64. Devils Get Their Due 
(NEW YORK DAILY NEWS 06 MAY 12) ... Editorial 

No one is more reviled, no one is the object of a greater 
passion for the execution of retribution, than Khalid Sheikh 
Mohammed, proudly admitted architect of 9/11. 

The U.S. arraigned KSM and four fellow conspirators on 
Saturday at the Guantanamo Bay Naval Base in the deaths of 
2,976 people, each listed individually, starting with Barbara 
Jean Arestegui, crew member on American Airlines Flight 11, 
and concluding with Honor Elizabeth Wainio, passenger on 
United Flight 93. 

KSM & Co. behaved as contemptibly as anyone could 
have expected. Their guilt a foregone conclusion and 
martyrdom their professed goal, they refused to participate, 
prayed, read the Koran and began an inevitable attempt to 
pervert the proceedings into a platform for propaganda. 

It was a tired and tiresome show. More courageous 
fanatics would have acknowledged their deeds as a call to 
arms among the followers they so fervently believe they have. 
Instead, they posed as victims, ever the victims, of supposed 
threats on their lives and of mistreatment by the U.S. 

One lawyer, a cloaked woman, even asked that female 
prosecutors dress modestly so that killers who are driven by 
religious radicalism should not live in “fear of committing a 
sin under their faith” by seeing an attorney in business attire. 

During a long day and long into the night, Col. James 
Pohl, the military commissions chief presiding officer, 
attended to the necessities of swearing in counsel and entering 

pleas. The careful formalities he afforded to the worst of the 
living mass murderers threw into relief the greatness of the 
American way. 

The question of how to provide due process in 
adjudicating KSM’s fate was the subject of intense, years-long 
consideration by two Presidents, Congress, law professors and 
civil liberties advocates — all guided by Supreme Court 
rulings. 

Many, including President Obama, wanted KSM tried 
before a stateside jury. Obama and Attorney General Eric 
Holder halted KSM’s previous military commission case to 
announce that he would be sent to Manhattan Federal Court. 

At that point, KSM had already confessed to the 1993 
World Trade Center bombing, nightclub bombings in Bali, 
Richard Reid’s attempted shoe bombing and the beheading of 
Wall Street Journal reporter Daniel Pearl. He had also stated, 
“I was responsible for the 9/11 operation, from A to Z,” and 
had declared his desire to plead guilty. 

Obama’s since dropped plan for a Manhattan trial was 
perhaps the administration’s single most wrongheaded and 
opposed idea. It cast KSM falsely as a routine thug rather than 
a war criminal, left the damaging impression that to try Al 
Qaeda operatives outside U.S. courts was a betrayal of our 
ideals and cast an unwarranted cloud over tribunals. 

What differences there are between civilian trials and 
Gitmo are slight. The heart of the matter for KSM is that, as in 



 

55 
 

civilian court, prosecutors cannot enter extensive admissions 
gathered during waterboardings administered in a desperate 
search for intelligence to stop a second 9/11. 

In that and in all else, represented by vigorous “learned 
counsel,” he will have every benefit of honorable treatment 
while exhibiting the despicable, demented dishonor that has 
purchased for him eternal damnation. 

Return to Index 
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On This Day In The Navy: 
1776: David Bushnell attempts to destroy a British Ship of the Line, HMS Asia, in New York harbor with his submarine Turtle. 
 

TOP STORIES: 
1. Clinton Plays Up 'Frank' Talks With Beijing 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 07 SEP 12) ... Patrick Barta 

U.S. Secretary of State Hillary Clinton put a positive spin on meetings with Chinese leaders earlier this week that yielded little 
visible progress on diplomatic disputes, saying the relationship between the two superpowers is mature enough to withstand 
differences. 

 
2. Syria’s Chemical Arms Pose Challenges 
Western officials fear storage sites might be overrun during fighting 
(WASHINGTON POST 06 SEP 12) ... Joby Warrick 

Western spy agencies suspect the Syrian government has dispersed several hundred tons of chemical weapons and precursor 
components across as many as 20 sites across the country, heightening anxieties over the ability to secure the arsenals in the event of a 
complete breakdown of authority in the war-torn nation, U.S. and Middle Eastern officials say. 

 
3. The U.S. Military's Great Green Gamble Spurs Biofuel Startups 
(FORBES 06 SEP 12) ... Todd Woody 

Eighty miles west of El Paso, Tex., in a sunburned stretch of the New Mexico desert, Predator drones and blimps patrol the 
nearby border and immigration-agency SUVs speed through the desolate terrain, the occasional coyote loping across the scrub. Oddly, 
given that I’m more than 600 miles from the Pacific, there’s a distinct salty ocean tang wafting on the breeze. But that’s not the sea 
I’m smelling: The odor is emanating from algae growing in 30 acres of huge oblong ponds at Sapphire Energy’s Green Crude Farm. 

 

ASIA – PACIFIC: 
4. Japan, Russia To Work On Ties 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 07 SEP 12) ... Mitsuru Obe 

VLADIVOSTOK, Russia—Tokyo policy makers see a window of opportunity to resolve a territorial dispute between Japan and 
Russia over four small islands that has stunted bilateral relations for six decades, after an olive branch on the issue from Vladimir 
Putin and as the rise of China heightens the urgency for both countries to deepen ties. 

 
5. Japan Said To Have Tentative Deal To Buy 3 Disputed Islands From Private Owners 
(NEW YORK TIMES 07 SEP 12) ... Martin Fackler 

KYOTO, Japan — The Japanese government has struck a tentative agreement to buy three uninhabited islands that are part of a 
chain at the center of a heated territorial dispute with China, a person close to the talks said Thursday. 

 
6. U.S. Plane Joins Philippine Coastal Exercise 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 06 SEP 12) 

DAVAO, Philippines -- A U.S. Navy surveillance plane joined Philippine security forces Thursday in an exercise aimed at 
safeguarding coastal areas in the strife-torn south, the Filipino exercise director said. 

 
7. S. Korea Holds Defense Drills Near Dokdo 
(YONHAP NEWS AGENCY (S.KOREA) 07 SEP 12) ... Kim Eun-jung 

SEOUL -- South Korea on Friday conducted defense drills in waters near the easternmost islets of Dokdo to prepare for any 
situation in which foreigners trespass in the territorial waters, amid a continued diplomatic standoff with Japan. 
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8. Singapore's Navy Takes Part In Multilateral Exercise 
(CHANNEL NEWS ASIA 06 SEP 12) ... S Ramesh 

SINGAPORE -- Singapore's Navy (RSN) is taking part in a multilateral naval exercise, codenamed Kakadu, off the coast of 
Darwin, Australia. 

 

MIDEAST: 
9. U.S. Sends More Spies, Diplomats To Syrian Border 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 06 SEP 12) ... Kimberly Dozier 

WASHINGTON — The U.S. is ramping up its presence at Syria's Turkish border, sending more spies and diplomats to help 
advise the rebel forces in their mismatched fight against the better armed Syrian regime, and to watch for possible al-Qaida infiltration 
of rebel ranks. 

 
10. Israel's Barak Says U.S. Ready To Face Challenge On Iran 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 06 SEP 12) 

JERUSALEM — The United States is ready to "face the challenge on every level" concerning Iran's nuclear drive, Israeli 
Defence Minister Ehud Barak claimed on Thursday after talks with the deputy U.S. military chief. 

 
11. Israelis Worry Over War Readiness 
Officials Fear Residents Need Better Access to Bomb Shelters and Gas Masks in the Event of Attack 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 06 SEP 12) ... Joshua Mitnick 

TEL AVIV—Israeli leaders have been talking for months about attacking Iran if it continues to develop its nuclear capacity. But 
there is anxiety about preparedness for war on the home front, with public officials fretting that millions of Israelis lack immediate 
access to bomb shelters or gas masks. 

 
12. 5@5 International Navies To Conduct Mine Countermeasures Exercise 
(NAVY LIVE BLOG 06 SEP 12) ... Rear Adm. Kenneth Perry 

Vice Commander, Naval Mine Anti-Submarine Warfare Command and Commander Task Force 522, Rear Admiral Kenneth 
Perry, answers your questions about the International Mine Countermeasures Exercise (IMCMEX). Militaries from more than 20 
nations spanning four continents will come together September 16-27, 2012 to participate in a defensive exercise to preserve freedom 
of navigation in the international waterways of the Middle East and promote regional stability within the CENTCOM AOR. 

 

RUSSIA: 
13. Moscow Eyes Major Missile Upgrade 
(WIRED 06 SEP 12) ... Robert Beckhusen 

Robot subs, sea-based missile interceptors and new intercontinental ballistic missiles. The Kremlin is promising a major upgrade 
to its arsenal. And if even some of those promises are met, it could cause a serious shift in the global balance of power. 

 

AFGHANISTAN: 
14. Questions Rise Over Prison Shift To Afghans 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 07 SEP 12) ... Nathan Hodge 

KABUL—Days before the Afghan government takes control of the country's main U.S.-run prison, an advocacy group on 
Thursday released a report critical of the transition amid last-minute wrangling over the transfer of detainees. 

 

SUBMARINES: 
15. Change Of Command Set For Norfolk Submarine Forces 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 06 SEP 12) ... Cindy Clayton 

NORFOLK -- Vice Adm. Michael J. Connor will relieve Vice Adm. John M. Richardson Friday as commander of Submarine 
Forces/Submarine Force Atlantic/Allied Submarine Command at Norfolk Naval Station. 

 

OSPREY: 
16. Guam Open To Osprey Deployment If Safety Concerns Eased: Governor 
(KYODO NEWS 06 SEP 12) ... Ben Dooley] 

TAMPA, Florida -- Guam Gov. Eddie Calvo has said he would be open to the possibility of hosting the U.S. military's Osprey 
aircraft on the Pacific island, assuming concerns about its safety are fully addressed. 
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17. Osprey Makes Precautionary Landing In N.C. 
(JACKSONVILLE (NC) DAILY NEWS 07 SEP 12) 

Marine Corps officials are looking into what led to the "precautionary" landing of an MV-22 Osprey Thursday night in 
Jacksonville. 

 

INFRASTRUCTURE / INSTALLATIONS: 
18. Navy's Search For New Airfield For Prop Planes Moves Ahead 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 07 SEP 12) ... Mike Hixenbaugh 

The Navy is a step closer to choosing an airfield where Norfolk-based prop planes will practice carrier landings, but officials will 
wait for public input before deciding whether to send them west toward Emporia or east to Wallops Island. 

 
19. OSHA: Toxic Chemicals At North Island Facility 
Federal safety agency found lead, cadmium, beryllium at Navy maintenance site 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 06 SEP 12) ... Jeanette Steele 

The Navy has been cited for safety violations that exposed up to 350 employees at an aircraft hangar in Coronado to the toxic 
chemicals lead, cadmium and beryllium, the U.S. Department of Labor’s Occupational Safety and Health Administration said 
Thursday. 

 

CONGRESS / BUDGET: 
20. Sequestration’s Defense Equation 
(DOD BUZZ 06 SEP 12) ... Michael Hoffman 

The Pentagon’s top buyer tried to simplify sequestration planning for defense industry executives clamoring for details on the 
federal budget cuts that will reduce defense spending over the next decade. 

 

BUSINESS: 
21. Newport News Shipbuilding Offers Buyouts To 1,200 Workers 
(NEWPORT NEWS DAILY PRESS 07 SEP 12) ... Michael Welles Shapiro 

Newport News Shipbuilding is offering buyouts to about 1,200 non-union workers, a company representative confirmed 
Thursday. 

 

ACQUISITION / CONTRACTS: 
22. Go Gently On Acquisition Reform, Say Wise Men 
(AOL DEFENSE 06 SEP1 2) ... Sydney J. Freedberg Jr. 

WASHINGTON -- If history is any guide, the cuts to the defense budget will prompt a new wave of acquisition reform -- and if 
history is any guide, we'll get it wrong, again. 

 

PTSD: 
23. Military PTSD: All-Star Scientists Start Mental Health Mega-Project 
(FORBS 04 SEP 12) ... Katie Drummond 

There's no question that plenty of soldiers from the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan are afflicted with post-traumatic stress disorder 
(PTSD). But exactly how many soldiers? That's a question that even top medical experts, not to mention military officials, still can't 
quite answer. 

 

NEIL ARMSTRONG: 
24. Sea Burial For Armstrong, Navy Man To End 
(CINCINNATI ENQUIRER 07 SEP 12) ... John Faherty 

Neil Armstrong, a traditional Navy man to the end, will be buried at sea. 
 

PARALYMPICS: 
25. Veterans Compete In Paralympics 
(CBS NEWS 06 SEP 12) ... Scott Pelley and Mark Phillips 

The presidential campaign isn’t the only race we’ve been following. Twenty American veterans of the wars in Iraq and 
Afghanistan are competing in the Paralympics in London. Mark Phillips met one with an incredible story. 
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OUTREACH: 
26. U.S. Navy Awareness Days Declared In Missoula 
(KECI NBC MISSOULA (MT) 06 SEP 12) 

MISSOULA, Mont. - The U.S. Navy is rarely at the forefront of Montan's minds, due mostly to the lack of proximity to any 
ocean. 

 

ARCTIC: 
27. Record Ice Thaw In Arctic, Greenland 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 07 SEP 12) ... Robert Lee Hotz 

The Northern Hemisphere's largest expanses of ice have thawed faster and more extensively this year than scientists have 
previously recorded. And the summer isn't over. 

 

BOOKS: 
28. Pentagon Escalates Case That Former Navy SEAL Broke Secrecy Pledge 
(REUTERS 07 SEP 12) ... Mark Hosenball 

WASHINGTON -- The Pentagon on Thursday released new details about a secrecy agreement signed by a former Navy SEAL 
who wrote a book about his role in the raid that killed Osama bin Laden, escalating its argument that the commando violated promises 
not to disclose classified information. 

 

COMMENTARY: 
29. What We Know About Iran's Nukes 
The regime's most secure uranium-enrichment site has doubled capacity since May, and its suspected top 
bomb-maker is back on the case. 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 07 SEP 12) ... Olli Heinonen and Simon Henderson 

Iranian Supreme Leader Ali Khamenei claimed last week that his government isn't interested in nuclear weapons: "Our motto is 
nuclear energy for all and nuclear weapons for none," he said. A better perspective was provided almost simultaneously from the 
world's nuclear watchdog, the International Atomic Energy Agency, which on Aug. 30 released its latest report on Iran's nuclear 
activities. 

 
30. The Pentagon Doesn't Have The Right Stuff 
The Navy can't 'contain' Iran -- even if we wanted it to. 
(FOREIGN POLICY 06 SEP 12) ... Robert Haddick 

Gen. Martin Dempsey, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, may have shed some light on a corner of America's grand strategy -- 
the real version that officials don't usually talk about in public. 

 
31. The Neverending Story: Drama In The South China Sea 
While many have put their faith in a Code of Conduct some wonder if China is stalling for time. A real 
solution may take years, if ever. 
(THE DIPLOMAT 07 SEP 12) ... Trefor Moss 

The South China Sea is often presented as one of the world’s thorniest territorial disputes. A group of objective, completely 
disinterested observers, however, would likely find this characterization peculiar. Indeed, to these hypothetical people, it would seem 
painfully obvious what needed to be done to at least significantly reduce the tensions in the South China Sea. Such a plan would likely 
start with four simple steps: 

 
32. Clinton Brush Off Marks New Sino-U.S. Rivalry 
(ASIA TIMES ONLINE 07 SEP 12) ... Brendan O'Reilly 

U.S. Secretary of State Hillary Clinton's trip to China highlighted the challenges inherent in the world's most important bilateral 
relationship. There are now serious areas of contention between China and the United States. As China continues her rapid progress 
towards replacing the United States as the world's largest economy, the entire dynamic of the global political system is experiencing 
momentous changes, often to the detriment of American influence. 

 
33. Sequestration And The Next Pearl Harbor 
(BALTIMORE SUN 07 SEP 12) ... Henry Cooper 

Recent reports suggest that the U.S. government was likely engaged in two very sophisticated cyber attacks: one that spied on 
Iran’s nuclear program and another that slowed it by destroying centrifuges. These attacks encourage a twinge of national pride in our 
cyber capabilities. 
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34. SDSU Biofuels Research Will Assist Navy 
With more than $70 million in research expenditures, SDSU leads the state in research. 
(PRAIRIE BUSINESS 06 SEP 12) ... Dwaine Chapel 

"Research is a vital element to our economic success because it inspires people and their talents,” says Kevin Kephart, vice 
president of research at South Dakota State University. “Research creates jobs and opportunities that attract talented people. Research 
attracts investment and creation of wealth. Perhaps most importantly, research builds upon our knowledge base to support even-hire 
education.” 
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TOP STORIES: 
1. Clinton Plays Up 'Frank' Talks With Beijing 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 07 SEP 12) ... Patrick Barta 

U.S. Secretary of State Hillary Clinton put a positive spin 
on meetings with Chinese leaders earlier this week that 
yielded little visible progress on diplomatic disputes, saying 
the relationship between the two superpowers is mature 
enough to withstand differences. 

Nearing the final leg of her 11-day Asia-Pacific tour with 
Thursday stops in East Timor and Brunei, Mrs. Clinton also 
sought to dial back speculation that she was visiting the 
smaller nations in an effort to counter Chinese influence in the 
region. 

"We are not here against any other country," she said. 
"We happen to believe that Asia and the Pacific are quite big 
enough for many countries to participate in the activities of the 
region." 

Her stops, which included a tour of a coffee plantation in 
Connecticut-sized East Timor, followed her visit to Beijig, 
where she and Chinese leaders appeared far apart on key 
issues such as how to end Syria's civil war and resolve 
territorial disputes in the resource-rich South China Sea. 
Chinese Foreign Minister Yang Jiechi dismissed the idea that 
there was a serious problem in the South China Sea, saying the 
historical record supported its claims there, and said solutions 
to the Syrian crisis shouldn't be imposed by outside countries. 

Mrs. Clinton was also greeted skeptically by Chinese state 
media, which questioned whether U.S. officials were trying to 
drive a wedge between Beijing and other countries across the 
region. 

"As was evident yesterday, there is a huge amount going 
on where the United States and China need to consult," Mrs. 
Clinton said, also mentioning issues including Iran, North 
Korea and the global economic recovery. "Even when we 
disagree, believe me, we can talk very frankly now. We can 
explore the toughest issues without imperiling the whole 
relationship," she said. 

"The United States, certainly I, am not going to shy away 
from standing up for our strategic interests, and in expressing 
clearly where we differ," she added.Mr. Yang called the talks 
"constructive and fruitful," state media said. 

Analysts widely believe Mrs. Clinton's trip is partly 
intended to rally leaders in other Asian nations to forge a 

common position on issues such as how to settle disputes in 
the South China Sea, which is claimed in whole by China and 
in part by Vietnam, the Philippines, Malaysia and others. The 
U.S. says it doesn't take sides in territorial disputes, but says it 
has an interest in maintaining freedom of navigation in the sea, 
which is home to some of the world's most critical shipping 
lanes. 

Mrs. Clinton's trip comes two months ahead of a major 
regional summit in Phnom Penh in November where U.S. 
leaders are expected to continue pressing for a code of conduct 
to govern conflicts in the sea. China has opposed efforts to 
settle disagreements at multilateral forums and says it prefers 
to handle them on a bilateral basis. 

Her stop in Brunei, meanwhile, took her to a tiny 
petrostate of only about 400,000 people that nevertheless will 
carry more weight next year when it is slated to host a series 
of major meetings of the Association of Southeast Asian 
Nations, an increasingly important regional bloc which U.S. 
officials hope can serve as a check on growing Chinese 
diplomatic sway. Brunei also has claims in the South China 
Sea, as well as experience in hammering out joint-
development agreements for oil and gas in contested waters, 
which could be applied to disputes in the sea. 

A senior U.S. State Department official traveling with 
Mrs. Clinton from East Timor to Brunei acknowledged it was 
likely tensions would remain high for the foreseeable future. "I 
do think we have to be prepared for more tension on some of 
these matters," the official said. "I think this is the new 
normal." 

But U.S. officials played down the strategic imperative of 
visiting East Timor, instead arguing Mrs. Clinton's stop there 
was intended mainly to recognize the country's significant 
progress since it gained independence from Indonesia a 
decade ago, capped with a democratic election this year. Even 
so, U.S. officials have supported the idea of admitting East 
Timor into the 10-member Asean bloc, which could enhance 
its strategic significance. 

Mrs. Clinton heads next to Vladivostok, Russia, where 
she will attend an Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation summit 
this weekend. 

Return to Index 
 

2. Syria’s Chemical Arms Pose Challenges 
Western officials fear storage sites might be overrun during fighting 
(WASHINGTON POST 06 SEP 12) ... Joby Warrick 

Western spy agencies suspect the Syrian government has 
dispersed several hundred tons of chemical weapons and 
precursor components across as many as 20 sites across the 
country, heightening anxieties over the ability to secure the 
arsenals in the event of a complete breakdown of authority in 
the war-torn nation, U.S. and Middle Eastern officials say. 

Officials are monitoring the sites, but the officials said 
there is growing fear that they have not identified every 
location and that some of the poisons could be stolen or used 
by Syrian troops against civilians. 

“We think we know everything, but we felt the same way 
about Libya,” said a former U.S. intelligence official who has 

been briefed on U.S. preparations for both conflicts. “We had 
been on the ground in Libya, yet there were big surprises, both 
in terms of quantities and locations.” The former official was 
one of several people who spoke on the condition of 
anonymity to discuss classified information. 

The collapse of government control in several Syrian 
provinces has prompted heightened scrutiny of the weapons 
depots by the United States and its allies in the region. It also 
has hastened preparations for securing the sites with foreign 
troops, the officials said. 

Drawing from recent intelligence assessments, U.S. and 
Middle Eastern officials believe the Syrian arsenal contains 
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several hundred tons of chemical weapons and precursors, 
including sizeable quantities of battlefield-ready sarin, the 
deadly nerve agent. 

The stockpile appears to be larger and more scattered than 
originally believed, according to two officials who have seen 
the intelligence reports. They said the most dangerous 
chemical stocks are kept in bunkers in about a half-dozen 
locations, while as many as 14 other facilities are used to store 
or manufacture components. 

Because of the risks posed by the stockpile, U.S. 
intelligence agencies have devoted enormous resources to 
monitoring the facilities while they devise plans to safeguard 
them if the crisis worsens, current and former U.S. officials 
said. 

“It’s obvious that ensuring their security is paramount,” a 
U.S. official said. “Planning for different scenarios, consulting 
appropriately with allies and preparing to manage any new 
challenges is simply being responsible.” 

Several current and former officials acknowledged the 
extreme difficulty of securing chemical depots inside Syria 
with fighting underway and the likelihood of fierce resistance 
from Syrian forces to any incursions by outsiders. Some of the 
officials also conceded that yet-undetected facilities could 
exist within a country roughly the size of Washington state. 

The former U.S. intelligence official said North Korea 
and Russia have provided assistance to Syria over the decades 
in constructing weapons facilities that are well-fortified and 
shielded from spy satellites. “They are masters at 
concealment,” the former official said. 

Syria is believed to possess the world’s third-largest 
stockpile of chemical weapons after United States and Russia, 
whose Cold War arsenals are being dismantled and destroyed. 
Syria’s weapons, predominantly deadly nerve agents that can 
be delivered by artillery rockets, shells and aircraft munitions, 
were developed for use in a war against Israel. 

The increased focus on Syria’s stockpile is driven in part 
by the government’s de facto retreat from large portions of the 
countryside as forces loyal to President Bashar al-Assad 
concentrate on driving rebels from Damascus, Aleppo and 
other key cities. Despite setbacks, the opposition Free Syrian 
Army says up to half of the countryside is in rebel control, a 
claim that underscores concerns that weapons depots could be 
abandoned or overrun. 

U.S. and Israeli officials fear the chemical sites could be 
looted, leading to weapons being sold or given to radical 
Islamists or to Iranian-backed Hezbollah fighters. A single 
crate of artillery shells or a few barrels of chemical precursors 
would contain enough lethal poisons for a series of terrorist 
attacks, weapons experts say. 

Mitigating the risk somewhat is the fact that the most of 
Syria’s stockpile consists of chemical precursors that must be 
combined and loaded into shells or bombs. Amateurs who 
attempt to mix ingredients for sarin gas run a strong risk of 
killing themselves instead of their intended targets. 

Still, the terrorism risk has prompted extensive 
contingency planning by the United States and regional allies, 
including Israel, Jordan and Turkey, according to U.S. and 
Middle Eastern officials. 

Under the most optimistic scenario, teams of weapons 
experts could be dispatched into rebel-controlled parts of Syria 
to secure and remove chemicals, as happened in Libya after 
the fall of Moammar Gaddafi. But if weapons sites are overrun 
during fighting — or if loyalist forces are seen preparing for a 
chemical attack — plans call for dispatching elite military 
forces to secure the weapons under fire, if necessary, 
according to U.S. and Middle Eastern officials briefed on the 
preparations. 

Syria rebels also have grown increasingly concerned 
about the stockpiles, fearful not only about looting but also 
about the possibility that Assad will use them against rebel 
fighters and civilians as a last resort, said Andrew Tabler, a 
expert on Syria who recently returned from a month-long trip 
to the region. 

“They recognize it as a problem,” said Tabler, author of 
“In the Lion’s Den,” a book about Syria under Assad. “They 
think the regime is moving the weapons around, mostly to the 
coast and other areas where the regime will go if it is forced to 
contract.” 

The Obama administration shares the rebels’ concern that 
a desperate Assad might decide to use chemical weapons 
against his countrymen. President Obama warned last month 
that deployment of chemical weapons by Syria would cross a 
“red line” and invite an immediate response by the West. 

So far, despite reports that Syria has consolidated some of 
its chemical stockpile in recent weeks, spy agencies have not 
detected evidence that Syrian forces are filling chemical shells 
or otherwise preparing for a chemical attack. 

Return to Index 
 

3. The U.S. Military's Great Green Gamble Spurs Biofuel Startups 
(FORBES 06 SEP 12) ... Todd Woody 

Eighty miles west of El Paso, Tex., in a sunburned stretch 
of the New Mexico desert, Predator drones and blimps patrol 
the nearby border and immigration-agency SUVs speed 
through the desolate terrain, the occasional coyote loping 
across the scrub. Oddly, given that I’m more than 600 miles 
from the Pacific, there’s a distinct salty ocean tang wafting on 
the breeze. But that’s not the sea I’m smelling: The odor is 
emanating from algae growing in 30 acres of huge oblong 
ponds at Sapphire Energy’s Green Crude Farm. 

Funded with $85 million from Bill Gates and other 
investors – plus $104 million in government cash and loan 
guarantees – the world’s only commercial outdoor algal 
biorefinery went online this summer and will eventually 

expand to 300 acres. The plan: extract 1.5 million gallons of 
green crude oil a year from patented pond scum fed a diet of 
carbon dioxide and sunlight. 

Even before San Diego-based Sapphire broke ground on 
the demonstration plant last year, the U.S. Navy’s green 
energy warrior, Vice Admiral Philip Cullom, descended on the 
desert site to grill Sapphire execs on their technology and its 
potential to fuel battleships and jet fighters. “No question, the 
military has focused the company and given us a great 
challenge to meet,” says Sapphire executive Tim Zenk, 
standing on the catwalk of a tank where a mechanical arm is 
harvesting thick green goo pumped in from the algae ponds. 
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Scum ponds in the desert? The very idea conjures 
memories of the federal government’s decidedly mixed record 
at promoting alt-energy projects: Solyndra, FutureGen, A123′s 
electric-car batteries, synfuels in the 1980s, jojoba in the 
1970s. Add to that all the many military boondoggles – Star 
Wars missile defense, for one – born of best intentions and 
bloated budgets. 

Sapphire has yet to earn a dime from the Pentagon; the 
company’s government funding comes from the Departments 
of Energy and Agriculture. But since the days when the 
startup’s scientists were still tinkering in the lab, they’ve been 
sending their biofuel for evaluation to the Defense 
Department, the deepest-pocketed client of them all. “There’s 
no other entity that has the capacity, the planning, the 
commitment and the policy drivers to make technologies real 
and create a market,” says Zenk. 

The U.S. military, the nation’s single largest oil 
consumer, wants to wean itself from petroleum, and is 
deploying its immense buying power and authority to 
commercialize nascent technologies deemed to be in the 
national interest. 

The Navy, which aims to get half of its energy from 
renewable sources by 2020, has been buying biofuels in small 
but expensive quantities, as in four times the cost of 
conventional fuels. Earlier this year the Pentagon invoked the 
Defense Production Act to solicit proposals to build at least 
one integrated biorefinery with $210 million in government 
funding. The biofuel buy has outraged some congressional 
Republicans, who are attempting to bar the military from 
purchasing any fuel that costs more than petroleum. 

It will be years before we know if the military’s biofuels 
bet is a multibillion-dollar folly – or if the armed forces have 
planted the seeds of another global industry, as it did with 
nuclear power, semiconductors and the Internet. This much is 
certain: The Pentagon’s largesse is already spurring the 
entrepreneurial zeal of startups like Sapphire that seek 
potential riches in shaping green technology to meet military 
needs. 

For a first-hand look at that opportunity I find myself 
onboard a Navy C-2A Greyhound in July approaching the 
USS Nimitz some 45 miles off Oahu. I’m strapped into a 
backward-facing seat wearing a survival vest and a “cranial” – 
Navy-speak for a helmet equipped with sound-deadening 
headphones and goggles. The roar of the transport’s twin 
props ratchets up and an airman in the last row of the dimly lit 
cabin starts pumping his arm wildly. “Go! Go! Go!” That’s the 
signal to brace for landing. As the Greyhound drops toward 
the 1,100-foot deck of the aircraft carrier, the pilot throttles up 
to 150 miles an hour. We shoot across the tarmac until a hook 
embedded in the plane’s fuselage catches a cable, whiplashing 
us to a dead stop. 

It was a short but historic flight from Honolulu, the first 
biofueled Navy transport to land on an aircraft carrier. We 
flew on algae and used cooking oil mixed in a 50-50 blend 
with standard petroleum aviation juice. Some 450,000 gallons 
of that biofuel, produced by Silicon Valley’s Solazyme and 
Dynamic Fuels, is also powering the 71 aircraft on deck – the 
F/A-18 fighter jets screaming across the blue skies above us, 
the E-2C Hawkeyes patrolling the surrounding airspace and 
the Seahawk helicopters ferrying Secretary of the Navy Ray 
Mabus and top Navy brass between two biofueled destroyers 

and a guided missile cruiser steaming alongside the nuclear-
powered Nimitz. 

This is the Great Green Fleet, the first Navy strike force 
powered by biofuels and a two-day demonstration of Mabus’ 
determination to permanently float an energy-independent 
flotilla by 2016. “We’re moving forward and we’re not going 
to let up,” says Vice Admiral Cullom, the deputy chief of 
naval operations for fleet readiness and logistics. 

It’s not just about biofuels. The Marines are tapping solar 
and other technologies to make battlefield bases in 
Afghanistan energy independent and more impervious to 
enemy disruptions of supply lines that have extracted a high 
price in blood and treasure. And the Army in August opened 
bids to buy $7 billion in renewable energy to make its 
domestic bases less vulnerable to power grid disruptions. 

Algae is one of the great green hopes for creating a 
biofuels industry that can reach the scale necessary to bring 
down costs and compete against fossil fuels. Whether grown 
in bioreactors or in desert ponds, algal oil mostly sidesteps the 
food and land conflicts that potentially can limit other 
biofuels. It’s largely about bioengineering, hence Solyazme’s 
headquarters in the biotechnology corridor of South San 
Francisco. 

Founded in 2003 by Jonathan Wolfson, a financial 
entrepreneur, and genetic microbiologist Harrison Dillon, 
Solayzme began talking to the Department of Defense in 
2007. “At the point when you’re still in test tubes and shake 
flasks, you’re thinking to yourself, ‘Ok, we need catalysts to 
continue to advance this technology,’ ” says Wolfson, sitting 
in a conference room that features a large framed photo of a 
Navy ship that steamed down the West Coast burning 
Solyazme’s algal oil. “As a technology-driven company we 
needed discipline to become a production company. And 
there’s no organization that I can think of that can drive more 
discipline into an organization than the DOD.” 

Solazyme grows heterotrophic algae in bioreactors. The 
algae consume sugar and excrete crude oil. After Solazyme 
began supplying the military with small quantities of algae 
biofuels for evaluation, the DOD awarded the company its 
first significant contract in 2010. The next year a United 
Airlines 737 flew the first commercial biofueled flight on 
Solayzme’s Solajet fuel. A contract with Volkswagen 
followed. ”The fact that we could even make that United flight 
was a direct result of the work we had been doing with the 
Navy,” says Wolfson. 

The military work also prompted discoveries of new 
strains of algae, which explains why next to its research labs 
Solazyme built a kitchen to bake up batches of chocolate chip 
cookies, honey mustard dipping sauce and crackers. While 
testing strains, Solazyme scientists found one that produces 
what tastes remarkably like olive oil but is healthier and could 
replace eggs and butter in a smorgasbord of foods. “Your 
mouth recognizes it as fat, but it has a remarkable reduction in 
calories and eliminates saturated fats,” says Genet Garamendi, 
Solayzme’s vice president of corporate communications, 
biting into an algae-infused cookie that beat Mrs. Fields’ 
hands down in an impromptu taste test. 

Solazyme struck a deal to commercialize its Betty 
Crocker crude with Roquette, the French food conglomerate. 
Other Solazyme strains are being produced for cosmetics and 
the company signed an agreement with Unilver to use its algae 
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oil in consumer products. In May, Dow Chemical said it 
would tap a strain of Solazyme algal oil for use in electrical 
transformer insulating fluids. 

The commercial aviation industry is eager to become a 
major buyer of biofuels as a hedge against oil price spikes that 
can wipe out years of profit. But cash-strapped airlines are 
counting on the military to get production rolling. “There’s not 
a single commercial-scale facility up and running today and 
we’re all keen to see what happens to price and supply when 
you have commercial quantities in production,” says Jimmy 
Samartzis, United Airlines managing director of global 
environmental affairs and sustainability, referring to the 
Defense Department’s move to bankroll biorefineries. 

United buys more 4 billion gallons fuel a year and 
Samartzis and other airline executives, who have worked with 
the Navy on biofuel standards, are on aboard the Nimitz. 
“When we talk to funders and investors, we consistently hear 
that getting that first plant will be absolutely critical and 
subsequent plants will be easier to fund and get off the 
ground,” he says. 

Also on deck is Michael McAdams, president of the 
Advanced Biofuels Association, a Washington trade group. He 
says at least a dozen of his 45 member companies are expected 
to put in bids with the military to build the biorefineries. 
“That’s an incredible statement to the marketplace,” 
McAdams says as a biofueled fighter jet screams by. 

Whether the biofuels industry can scale up to provide the 
8 million barrels the Navy needs annually at a price Uncle 
Sam can afford is the big unknown. Areport prepared by the 
Rand Corp. for the Secretary of Defense last year bluntly 
concluded that the military would not be able to secure 
sufficient supplies of biofuels at a competitive price. 

“Because of limited production potential, fuels derived 
from animal fats, waste oils, and seed oils will never have a 
significant role in the larger domestic commercial 
marketplace,” the report stated. “Algae-derived fuels might, 
but technology development challenges suggest that algae-
derived fuels will not constitute an important fraction of the 
commercial fuel market until well beyond the next decade.” 

Such skepticism hasn’t deterred an emerging green 
military-industrial complex. At forums organized by the 
American Council on Renewable Energy in Washington, the 
group’s chief executive, retired Navy Vice Admiral Dennis 
McGinn, connects his military comrades with green tech 
entrepreneurs, financiers and old-line defense contractors. 
“We want to promote a much better understanding about the 
government requirements,” says McGinn, “and a much greater 
understanding by the government of what the options are out 
there, not just technology but financial options to try to 
mobilize private capital to accelerate and expand the pace of 
renewable energy adoption by the military.” 

That’s where Sierra Energy chief executive Michael Hart 
met Col. Bob Charette, Jr., director of the Marines 
expeditionary energy office and the force behind efforts to 
install green technologies on battlefield bases The startup, 
based in Davis, Calif., is developing technology to transform a 
blast furnace into a machine that can vaporize garbage and 
produce either diesel fuel or electricity. It’s a decidedly low-
tech-looking metal cylinder connected to a conveyer belt that 
feeds the contraption a diet of discarded bottles, plastic, metal 
and other detritus. Oxygen and steam injected into the 
cylinder’s base incinerates the trash, leaving a gas that can be 
refined into diesel. The possibility of using such technology 
on remote battlefield bases caught the Marines’ attention and 
changed Sierra’s business plan. 

“The Marine Corps said, ‘Make it modular so it can be 
delivered in the field,’ and they wanted us to produce liquid 
fuels, so that’s what we did,” says Hart, pointing to a 
prototype being tested at the decommissioned McClellan Air 
Force base outside Sacramento. Hart is betting that if he meets 
the Marines’ needs he can capture a potentially lucrative 
military market – and sell to cities seeking to generate 
renewable energy while slashing landfill bills. 

“The DOD is serious as a heart attack,” he says. 
In a wood-paneled office aboard the Nimitz, Vice 

Admiral Cullom points out that when the Navy decided to 
build nuclear-powered ships like this one, the technology was 
too expensive to be commercially viable. Yet the nuclear fleet 
projected American power to the far corners of the globe and 
laid the groundwork for a domestic nuclear power industry. 

The Navy can do the same with biofuels, he argues. “We 
owe it to the American taxpayer to have a decent payback 
period, to have a good ROI,” says Cullom, a veteran 
commander who holds a Harvard MBA. “But our ROI is 
different in many ways. We also look at the long-range vision 
of where are we going to be. We can’t keep going on a path 
like this. We have got to have that path be a very different 
trajectory for 2020 or 2030.” 

Sapphire hasn’t priced its algal oil yet, but the company 
expects it to be competitive with petroleum by 2018 if it can 
produce a minimum of 5,000 barrels a day, according to Zenk. 
To get there, the startup needs to develop higher-yield algae 
strains, cut production costs and attract capital. A lot of 
capital. 

“I don’t want to oversell to you – there are a lot of 
challenges ahead of us,” says Zenk. “But every energy 
transition has been led by our government and primarily it’s 
been military-driven, and the same is true this time.” 

This story appears in the September 24, 2012 issue of 
Forbes. 

Return to Index 
 
 

ASIA – PACIFIC: 
4. Japan, Russia To Work On Ties 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 07 SEP 12) ... Mitsuru Obe 

VLADIVOSTOK, Russia—Tokyo policy makers see a 
window of opportunity to resolve a territorial dispute between 
Japan and Russia over four small islands that has stunted 
bilateral relations for six decades, after an olive branch on the 

issue from Vladimir Putin and as the rise of China heightens 
the urgency for both countries to deepen ties. 

Since Mr. Putin's return as Russia's president this year he 
has signaled a willingness to compromise with the World War 
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II enemy and Tokyo has also acknowledged it may need to 
make its own concessions on the dispute, which has prevented 
the two countries from signing a peace treaty. 

"At the end of the day, a political decision will have to be 
made," said Seiji Maehara, the policy chief of the ruling 
Democratic Party of Japan and a former foreign minister. 

Japanese Prime Minister Yoshihiko Noda is gearing up to 
address the issue in a meeting with Mr. Putin, expected to be 
held this weekend in Russia's Far East city of Vladivostok on 
the sidelines of the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation 
summit. 

At issue are four southern islands in the Kuril Island chain 
that the former Soviet Union took over during the final days of 
the war. Japan is demanding the return of all four islands, 
which it calls the Northern Territories, while Russia under a 
1956 agreement has pledged to return only the smallest two. 

The dispute has attracted renewed attention in Japan 
following the visit to one of the islands by Russian Prime 
Minister Dmitry Medvedev in July, which fueled Japanese 
antipathy toward Russia. 

In 2011, trade between Japan and Russia totaled about 
$30 billion, less than a 10th of that between Japan and China. 
The number of visitors between Japan and Russia was 
130,000, compared to five million between Japan and China. 

But Japanese officials said the rise of China has led to a 
turnaround in Japan's policy toward Russia, with changes first 
taking place in the security arena. 

In 2010, experts from the U.S., Russia and Japan 
launched "Track II" talks to discuss security cooperation in 
northeast Asia, including China's emergence as an economic 
and military superpower. The forum will be upgraded to 
involve government officials next year. 

Signs of rapprochement have also come from Russia as it 
tries to develop its Far East region in an effort to address the 
potential security threat posed by China, its southern neighbor. 

Analysts say Russia is concerned that its Far East—with a 
population of only six million that is steadily declining—could 
become part of China's economic sphere, given the sharp 
increase of Chinese immigrants into the region. 

Mr. Putin is also considered to be enthusiastic about 
deeper ties with Japan as a way to seek further technology 
cooperation and joint natural-resource development in the 
underdeveloped eastern half of the country. 

When he was elected president in March, Mr. Putin 
offered an olive branch to Japan, saying that "both sides 
should compromise." 

As for Japan, resource projects in the region have gained 
more importance as it relies more on natural gas to replace 
nuclear power in the wake of the March 2011 Fukushima 
Daiichi disaster. Russia's entry into the World Trade 
Organization last month has also fueled the desire by Japanese 
multinationals to expand business in Russia. 

But for Japanese companies, any business with Russia 
needs to be conducted discreetly, lest it trigger protests from 
nationalist groups opposing closer ties with the former enemy, 
a sentiment shaped by Moscow's annexation of the southern 
Kuril islands as well as its decadelong postwar internment of 
half a million Japanese soldiers in Siberia. 

"We do not actively publicize our business with Russia," 
said a senior official of Itochu Corp., a Japanese trading house 
involved in a natural-gas and oil project in the Russian Far 
East island of Sakhalin. 

However, experts and officials stress the need for political 
will to overcome such public sentiment to take advantage of 
Mr. Putin's eagerness for change. 

"A small window of opportunity has been opened by the 
election of Mr. Putin, and if Japan misses this opportunity, it 
would be a tremendous setback" for efforts to resolve the 
dispute, said Kazuhiko Togo, a former Japanese diplomat who 
was involved in negotiations with Russia. 

On Wednesday, Russia's foreign minister echoed Mr. 
Putin's call for a compromise. Sergei Lavrov told a news 
conference in Vladivostok that Russia is ready to negotiate the 
territorial dispute and indicated the need for a compromise on 
both sides. 

"We are ready to continue negotiations and try to find 
solutions that will take on board the interests of both sides, 
that would be acceptable to the people of both countries," he 
said. 

Meanwhile, Japanese politicians recognize that the lack of 
political leadership and stability has been part of the problem. 

Prime Minister Noda is widely expected to lose power in 
a general election expected to be called in the coming months, 
after spending a little more than a year in office. Russia has 
had only three presidents in the 20 years since the historic 
breakup of the Soviet Union, while during that period, Japan 
has had 14 leaders. 

In an apparent recognition of the need for a bipartisan 
approach amid Japan's unstable government, Mr. Noda has 
recently picked Yoshiro Mori, a former prime minister and a 
veteran opposition lawmaker, as a special envoy to Moscow. 

"It would be ideal if the leaders of both countries serve 
long enough to cultivate personal trust in each other. But in 
the absence of such a condition, an environment needs to be 
created to ensure that the negotiations will still move 
forward," Japanese Foreign Minister Gemba said in a recent 
interview. 

SIDEBAR: The Kuril Islands Dispute 

 1855: Japan and Russia sign friendship treaty, set 
new border in southern Kurils 

 1945: Soviet Union joins Allies in attacks on Japan, 
annexing southern Kurils 

 1956: Soviet Union agrees to return two of four 
southern Kuril Islands 

 1960: Japan signs security treaty with the U.S.; 
Russia responds by nullifying the return of the two 
islands 

 2001: Russia's Putin reaffirms 1956 declaration, 
acknowledges dispute over four islands 

 2010: Russia's Medvedev visits disputed Kunashiri 
island 

 2012: Putin wins election, calls on both Russia, Japan 
to compromise 

Return to Index 
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5. Japan Said To Have Tentative Deal To Buy 3 Disputed Islands From Private Owners 
(NEW YORK TIMES 07 SEP 12) ... Martin Fackler 

KYOTO, Japan — The Japanese government has struck a 
tentative agreement to buy three uninhabited islands that are 
part of a chain at the center of a heated territorial dispute with 
China, a person close to the talks said Thursday. 

A government negotiator got a verbal agreement from the 
islands’ owners, a family living in suburban Tokyo, according 
to the person knowledgeable about the talks who asked not to 
be identified because the negotiations were still in a sensitive 
stage. He said the particulars of the deal, including a price, had 
yet to be decided, and that the deal could still fall through. 

A deal would allow the government to nationalize three of 
the five major islands in the East China Sea chain, known as 
the Senkaku in Japan and the Diaoyu in China. It would not 
directly affect the more crucial issue of sovereignty over the 
islands, which are already administered by Japan but claimed 
by China and also Taiwan. 

While the dispute has been simmering for decades, 
emotions flared in April after Tokyo’s outspoken rightist 
governor, Shintaro Ishihara, proposed that his city buy the 
islands. That started a series of landings last month on the 
islands by nationalists, first from China and then Japan; the 
Japanese landing contributed to anti-Japanese protests in 
China. 

Mr. Ishihara’s proposal was apparently an effort to 
criticize Japan’s governing Democratic Party, which had 
sought closer ties with Beijing, for failing to take stronger 
action to defend against China’s increasingly assertive claims 
to the islands. 

Mr. Ishihara had said he wanted to bolster Japan’s control 
of the islands by erecting structures, like a communications 
station, on them. 

That prompted the national government to make a 
counteroffer to buy the islands, something that Japanese 
officials have cast as an effort to reduce tensions. They said 
that if the national government took control, it would build no 
structures there, and instead would strengthen coast guard 
patrols and other efforts to prevent activists from landing on 
the islands. 

Still, China responded critically on Wednesday to earlier 
reports of a purchase deal. In Beijing, a Foreign Ministry 
spokesman, Hong Lei, called the sale “illegal and invalid,” 
according to The Associated Press. 

Major Japanese news media outlets reported Wednesday 
that a formal agreement had been struck to sell the islands for 
2.05 billion yen, or about $26 million. However, a spokesman 
for the islands’ owners, the Kurihara family, said that no 
formal agreement had been reached. 

The national government already owns one of the islands, 
and the fifth remains in private hands. While the islands 
themselves are little more than barren rocks, scientists say the 
seafloor around them could hold rich petroleum deposits. 

Japan says that China began to claim the islands only after 
those possible reserves were discovered in the late 1960s. 
China says Japan seized the islands from it in 1895 in a first 
step toward Japan’s empire-building in the early 20th century. 

This has made the islands a potent symbol in China of 
what many there see as Japan’s unrepentant attitude toward its 
militaristic past. 

The Chinese also fault the United States, which seized the 
islands in World War II, for turning them over to Japan along 
with Okinawa in 1972. 
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6. U.S. Plane Joins Philippine Coastal Exercise 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 06 SEP 12) 

DAVAO, Philippines -- A U.S. Navy surveillance plane 
joined Philippine security forces Thursday in an exercise 
aimed at safeguarding coastal areas in the strife-torn south, the 
Filipino exercise director said. 

The PC-3 Orion flew over the Davao Gulf in the south 
from an airport in the central Philippines in a mock mission to 
help local authorities track a seaborne vessel, said Philippine 
Navy Captain Robert Empedrad. 

"The Orion was available, so we requested they take part 
and spot a vessel," he told AFP. 

"They (Orion crew) reported it (the target vessel's 
position) to us and after we determined the real position of 
contact, we instructed our ships to conduct an interception." 

Philippine Navy and coastguard patrol vessels also took 
part in the exercise, while the U.S. aircraft flew back to an 
airport in Cebu city after its mission, he added. 

The exercise will help the U.S. Navy to coordinate with 
the Philippine Navy, coastguard, maritime police and other 
agencies in securing the southern region of Mindanao, 
Empedrad said. 

He added that it would boost security in helping protect 
the island from terrorism, piracy, drug smuggling, gun-
running and human trafficking. 

Mindanao and its surrounding islands have long struggled 
with outlaw groups including Islamic extremists linked to the 
Al-Qaeda network and various pirates and bandits. 

The Philippines has recently been moving closer to the 
United States, following a face-off with China that began in 
April over disputed territory in the South China Sea. 

Empedrad stressed that the United States had cooperated 
in previous similar exercises over the past three years and said 
the U.S. aircraft's involvement on Thursday was not linked to 
fresh tensions with China. 
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7. S. Korea Holds Defense Drills Near Dokdo 
(YONHAP NEWS AGENCY (S.KOREA) 07 SEP 12) ... Kim Eun-jung 

SEOUL -- South Korea on Friday conducted defense 
drills in waters near the easternmost islets of Dokdo to prepare 

for any situation in which foreigners trespass in the territorial 
waters, amid a continued diplomatic standoff with Japan. 
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The joint operation by Army, Air Force, Navy and Coast 
Guard was held under a scenario in which the maritime police 
play a leading role if citizens of other countries attempt to 
approach and illegally land on the islets. The training started at 
8 a.m. and ended at 1 p.m., according to senior military 
sources. 

After the one-day training, the Navy will hold their own 
regular drills in the East Sea through Monday, they noted. 

"The exercise was carried out under the scenario in which 
the Coast Guard took a leading role in repelling foreign 
civilians invading territorial waters near Dokdo or trying to 
land on Dokdo," Col. Lee Bung-woo, the Joint Chiefs of Staff 
spokesman, said. "The military provided support for the Coast 
Guard during the operation." 

Later Friday, Takashi Kurai, Japan's deputy chief of 
mission in Seoul, visited Seoul's foreign ministry to protest the 
exercise. 

The biannual drills previously involved the Marine Corps 
for landing operations but the government recently excluded 
such operations from this exercise, apparently mindful of high 
tension between South Korea and Japan over Dokdo since 
President Lee Myung-bak's unprecedented visit to the islets on 
Aug. 10. 

A senior presidential official earlier said Seoul decided to 
exclude landing maneuvers as the government has already 
expressed its political determination through Lee's visit to 
Dokdo. Japan, which has claimed Dokdo as its territory, 
strongly protested the visit. 

South Korea rejected Tokyo's claims to Dokdo as 
amounting to denying Korea's independence from its 1910-45 
colonial rule because the country reclaimed sovereignty over 
its territory, including Dokdo and many other islands around 
the Korean Peninsula, when it regained independence. 

South Korea has kept a small police detachment on 
Dokdo since 1954. 
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8. Singapore's Navy Takes Part In Multilateral Exercise 
(CHANNEL NEWS ASIA 06 SEP 12) ... S Ramesh 

SINGAPORE -- Singapore's Navy (RSN) is taking part in 
a multilateral naval exercise, codenamed Kakadu, off the coast 
of Darwin, Australia. 

The exercise, which started on August 29, goes on till 
September 15. 

It is hosted by the Royal Australian Navy (RAN), and 
aims to enhance interoperability among naval forces in the 
region. 

Singapore's Defence Ministry statement said the RSN's 
Formidable-class frigate RSS Stalwart, Victory-class missile 
corvette RSS Valiant and an F-50 maritime patrol aircraft are 
taking part in the three-week long exercise. 

They will be conducting anti-air, anti-surface and anti-
submarine exercise serials with warships, a submarine, and 

aircraft from Australia, Brunei, Indonesia, Japan, New 
Zealand and Thailand. 

RSS Stalwart will also for the first time assume the role of 
Anti-Surface Warfare Commander for the exercise. 

MINDEF added that this year's exercise is the 11th in the 
biennial Kakadu series which was first held in 1993. 

It provides a valuable opportunity for the navies in the 
region to strengthen interoperability and enhance confidence 
building. 

Exercise Kakadu also underscores the good working 
relationship and professional cooperation between the RSN 
and the other naval forces taking part. 
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MIDEAST: 
9. U.S. Sends More Spies, Diplomats To Syrian Border 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 06 SEP 12) ... Kimberly Dozier 

WASHINGTON — The U.S. is ramping up its presence 
at Syria's Turkish border, sending more spies and diplomats to 
help advise the rebel forces in their mismatched fight against 
the better armed Syrian regime, and to watch for possible al-
Qaida infiltration of rebel ranks. 

U.S. officials briefed on the plan said the modest surge in 
U.S. personnel in the past few weeks — estimated at fewer 
than a dozen people — has helped improve rebels' political 
organizing skills as well as their military organization. The 
officials spoke anonymously because they were not authorized 
to discuss the plans publicly. 

It's part of a two-pronged effort by the Obama 
administration to bolster the rebels militarily without actually 
contributing weapons to the fight, and politically, to help them 
stave off internal power challenges by the well-organized and 
often better-funded hardline Islamic militants who have 
flowed into the country from Iraq and elsewhere in the Persian 
Gulf region. 

The increased intelligence gathered is intended to help the 
White House decide whether its current policy of providing 
only non-lethal aid is enough to keep momentum building in 
the nearly 18-month revolt against the regime of Syrian 
President Bashar Assad. 

Spokesmen for the Pentagon and White House declined to 
comment Thursday. 

The diplomats and intelligence operatives from the CIA 
and other agencies stay outside war-torn Syria and meet with 
rebel leaders to help them organize their ranks, while also 
studying who makes up those ranks, how they are armed and 
whom they answer to, the officials say. 

Information is also gathered from Syrian defectors and 
refugees as well as rebel troops, officials say. 

"The model is to keep case officers away from conflict, 
and you collect through local forces," said former CIA officer 
Reuel Gerecht, now a fellow at the Foundation for Defense of 
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Democracies, a Washington-based policy group that focuses 
on terrorism. 

The effort is concentrated on the Turkish border instead 
of the border with Jordan where many Syrian refugees are 
fleeing, a U.S. official said, because the traffic between Syria 
and Turkey is still far greater. 

The White House has resisted calls to provide lethal aid or 
engage militarily, instead limiting aid to non-lethal support 
like encrypted radios to enable the rebels to better 
communicate. 

That approach is playing out against a surge in violence 
that's seen 1,600 people killed in recent weeks, out of a death 
toll that has reached between 23,000 and 26,000, according to 
activists' estimates. 

Syrian rebels have complained they are outgunned by the 
Syrian military and must rely on contributions in money and 

small arms from Gulf countries, and increasingly from 
hardline Islamic militants, including Iraq's branch of al-Qaida. 

U.S. officials counter that they are still reluctant to sign 
off on lethal aid, with so many Islamic militants joining the 
rebels' ranks, preferring to manage the conflict from the 
sidelines. 

Assad's ally Iran shows no such reluctance, resuming 
flights of aid from Iran to Syria that U.S. officials believe 
include weapons, U.S. officials say. 

U.N. Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon criticized the 
Security Council on Wednesday for failing to take action to 
protect Syrians, who are now fleeing the country in record 
numbers. 

"We have seen the immense human cost of failing to 
protect," he said. 
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10. Israel's Barak Says U.S. Ready To Face Challenge On Iran 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 06 SEP 12) 

JERUSALEM — The United States is ready to "face the 
challenge on every level" concerning Iran's nuclear drive, 
Israeli Defence Minister Ehud Barak claimed on Thursday 
after talks with the deputy U.S. military chief. 

"We face a common challenge but the clock is ticking at a 
different pace for each of us," Barak said after meeting the 
vice chairman of the U.S. Joint Chiefs of Staff, Admiral James 
Winnefeld, for talks on Iran. 

"We also have our differences; Israel keeps its sovereign 
right to act independently, and the U.S. understands this. 
However, there is no doubt about the U.S. readiness to face 
the challenge on every level," Barak said, according to a 
statement from his ministry. 

Earlier, the defence ministry sent a statement with 
pictures and a video saying Winnefeld met Barak in his Tel 
Aviv office, without providing details. 

A statement from Winnefeld's office said he was in Israel 
as part of a previously scheduled counterpart visit with the 
deputy chief of staff, Major General Yair Naves. 

"While there, Admiral Winnefeld will participate in a 
series of discussions on mil-to-mil (military-to-military) 
cooperation and mutual defense issues impacting both Israel 
and the United States," it added. 

Initially there was secrecy involving the meeting, with 
Israeli army radio saying the visit had been kept under wraps 
because of political sensitivities between Israel and 
Washington over how to handle Tehran's nuclear programme, 
which both governments suspect is designed to build atomic 
weapons. 

Tehran insists its programme is completely peaceful, but 
Israel has warned that a nuclear Iran would pose an existential 

threat and said it would take all necessary steps to prevent that 
from happening, including a pre-emptive military strike. 

Barak, in the statement released from his office, said talks 
with Winnefeld focused on "the situation in the region, and of 
course about the Iran issue." 

And he reiterated that "only Israel will take decisions 
regarding its future and security" in a reference to what plans 
it may have regarding Iran. 

But in remarks apparently aimed at appeasing tensions 
between allies Israel and the United States over Iran, the 
defence minister added: "However, the U.S. is our most 
important ally. 

"The intelligence cooperation and the military support are 
deep and exceptional in scope. I am sure that it will stay this 
way in any scenario that might happen in the future." 

Tensions between the allies have grown in recent weeks 
amid speculation Israel was mulling an attack on Iran without 
Washington's approval and pushing the White House to issue 
a more forceful declaration threatening Iran with potential 
military action. 

Analysts say President Barack Obama's administration is 
arguing that there is still time to allow sanctions to have an 
effect on Iran and for further cyber sabotage to disrupt 
Tehran's nuclear work. 

On Monday, Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said the 
international community must set a "clear red line" in order to 
avoid a war over Iran's controversial nuclear programme. 

"This is a brutal regime that is racing ahead with its 
nuclear programme because it doesn't see a clear red line from 
the international community," Netanyahu said at a meeting 
with Israeli and U.S. servicemen wounded in conflict. 
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11. Israelis Worry Over War Readiness 
Officials Fear Residents Need Better Access to Bomb Shelters and Gas Masks in the Event of Attack 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 06 SEP 12) ... Joshua Mitnick 

TEL AVIV—Israeli leaders have been talking for months 
about attacking Iran if it continues to develop its nuclear 
capacity. But there is anxiety about preparedness for war on 
the home front, with public officials fretting that millions of 
Israelis lack immediate access to bomb shelters or gas masks. 

Israeli military officers say Iran and its allies in Lebanon 
and Gaza have tens of thousands of rockets that can reach 
anywhere in the Jewish state—indicating that a conflict would 
put all Israeli civilians on the front line for the first time since 
the 1991 Gulf War. 
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"The situation is terrible. People are really worried," said 
Shlomo Maslawy, a Tel Aviv Council member who 
complained about a shortage of public shelters in the city's 
poorer neighborhoods. "Who will gain entry to the shelters? If 
something happens, there will be a war between the residents." 

Israel believes its offense its best defense, said Meir 
Elran, a fellow at Tel Aviv University's Institute for National 
Security Studies. Rather than invest in bomb shelters, the 
government has devoted most of its military budgets to attack 
and deterrence capabilities. 

The possibility that a conflict could spark panic at home is 
liable to further ratchet up pressure on Israeli military planners 
and political leaders to quickly escalate Israeli attacks to 
achieve a quick and decisive victory, Mr. Elran added. 

Israeli leaders have consistently said they would attack 
Iran to prevent it from developing a nuclear weapon, but have 
maintained a strategic ambiguity about what would trigger an 
attack. 

On Thursday, Defense Minister Ehud Barak, after 
meeting Vice Adm. James Winnefield, vice chairman of the 
U.S. Joint Chiefs of Staff, said the "clock is ticking at a 
different pace" for the U.S. and Israel. 

"The next war will be different than all the previous wars 
because the home front will be on the front line," said Zeev 
Bielsky, the head of the parliament's subcommittee on home-
front preparedness. "We have to provide ways and means for 
people to hide and be more secure." 

Of Israel's 7.8 million people, 20% don't have access to 
nearby public shelters, said Nissan Zeevi, a spokesman for the 
minister for Home Front Preparedness. 

Only 45% of the population has suitable gas masks, 
according to the Israeli military. The army has quietly been 
distributing kits for months at home-improvement retailers. 

The shortfall is in line with government plans; some 60% 
of Israelis will have gas masks by next year, Mr. Zeevisaid—
adding that the chances of chemical attack are "very low." 

While the supply of gas masks may not be critical because 
leaders don't expect a chemical attack, citizens will still expect 
to be provided with them, Mr. Elran said. 

"If nonconventional weapons are used, it's going to be 
total chaos and demoralization," he said. The lack of gas 
masks "has cast a major shadow on the seriousness of the 
decision-making process as far as the home front is 
concerned." 

Israel's public shelters were built in the 1950s and 1960s 
to protect city residents from air raids rather than medium- and 

long-range missiles. Many of those shelters are being used as 
art studios, synagogues and clubs for teenagers. 

Tel Aviv's 240 public shelters could be unlocked and 
cleared out for emergency use within 24 hours, city officials 
said. 

The city also plans to open up underground parking decks 
as shelters. Such facilities might not be sufficient for an initial, 
unexpected barrage, but would help if hostilities dragged on. 

There is no sign of public panic in Tel Aviv. Cafes and 
restaurants are full, and there has been no rush to stock up on 
supplies at supermarkets. 

"We are going to sit in our apartment and shake from 
fear," quipped Shiri Menda, a resident of central Tel Aviv, 
when asked about her family's contingency plan for war. "The 
nearest shelter is in the park, but to the best of my knowledge 
the shelter isn't ready or even unlocked." 

Underlying concerns is the lingering memory of 2006, 
when emergency services stopped functioning during a 
monthlong war with Hezbollah, Iran's Lebanese ally, that 
subjected northern Israeli cities to daily barrages of rockets. 

Since then, Israel's government has made progress in 
preparing emergency responders. Israel has also deployed 
batteries of rocket interceptors designed to knock down the 
short- and medium-range rockets employed by Hezbollah. 

In response to a local media report this year raising 
concerns about home-front preparedness, the Prime Minister's 
office said his administration also had established a special 
ministry to deal with the matter and devoted more resources to 
Israel's agency for national emergencies. 

Despite the progress, Israel's fire service is underfunded 
and many municipalities could be overwhelmed by attacks, the 
state comptroller said last year. 

The recent reassignment of Israel's former Minister for 
Homeland Defense, Matan Vilnai, as ambassador to China 
spurred more cynicism that Israel isn't ready. 

"If we are going to have a war, why do you send your 
deputy minister in charge of home front to China," said Yossi 
Melman, the co-author of "Spies Against Armageddon," a 
book about Israel's intelligence agencies. "There are jokes that 
he is running away." 

Many Israelis said they remain hopeful that the war 
chatter is mostly bluster and that the government won't order a 
lone strike. 

"I'm not buying anything or planning anything. I've 
served in three wars, and I'm not afraid," said Meir Solshan, 
owner of a Tel Aviv dry-cleaning business. "There won't be an 
Israel bombing. We're waiting for the U.S." 
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12. 5@5 International Navies To Conduct Mine Countermeasures Exercise 
(NAVY LIVE BLOG 06 SEP 12) ... Rear Adm. Kenneth Perry 

Vice Commander, Naval Mine Anti-Submarine Warfare 
Command and Commander Task Force 522, Rear Admiral 
Kenneth Perry, answers your questions about the International 
Mine Countermeasures Exercise (IMCMEX). Militaries from 
more than 20 nations spanning four continents will come 
together September 16-27, 2012 to participate in a defensive 
exercise to preserve freedom of navigation in the international 
waterways of the Middle East and promote regional stability 
within the CENTCOM AOR. 

Operating together in a series of at-sea maneuvers, 
international air, sea, and undersea forces will respond to 
simulated sea-mine attacks in international waters and clear 
maritime routes to restore freedom of navigation. The 
cooperation of navies from around the world promises high 
tactical value for the ships, aircraft, and divers involved; while 
demonstrating international resolve in defending maritime 
security against potential threats. 

Question: Why has it taken so long for an 
international exercise on MCM to take place? A certain 
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unnamed country has been threatening to close the Strait 
of Hormuz for years now, and mines are generally agreed 
to be the easiest, cheapest, and often most effective way of 
doing so. One would think that an MCM exercise in the 
region would have been of foremost importance long 
before now – certainly, one would expect the NATO 
Standing MCM groups to have done something in these 
waters by now in case of a future Alliance action in the 
area. 

Answer: This is not the first time MCM exercises have 
been conducted. In addition to bilateral MCM exercises in the 
region and elsewhere, Western Pacific and NATO nations 
have participated in multiple MCM exercises. 

U.S. Central Command conducts multiple exercises in the 
region, both bilateral and multilateral events; this is one of 
many engagements conducted alongside regional defense 
forces. IMCMEX 12 is part of an ongoing, routine theater 
security cooperation engagement plan, with the intent of 
improving interoperability, and reassuring regional and partner 
nations of our commitment to security, stability and 
prosperity. It is not being conducted in response to any one 
particular threat or specific situation. 

Question: Considering the daytime temperatures of 
115 deg. F. is it possible to see a mine from above with 
FLIR at night? 

Answer: Since the specific heat capacity (amount of heat 
required to change a substance’s temperature by a given 
amount) of water is more than six times of steel or iron, any 
temperature differential between a large body of water and the 
mine would quickly dissipate after the heat source was 
removed (the Sun). The mine would therefore be 
indistinguishable from the water via thermal imagery. Great 
Question! 

Question: Strait of Hormuz…Iranian mines…how 
dangerous is it for warships? 

Answer: Mines are indiscriminate; they pose a threat to 
all maritime traffic, regardless of nationality or purpose. 
Mines and waterborne improvised explosive devices are not 
only a threat to warships, but a threat to commerce and the 
world economy. All nations have a stake in keeping sea lanes 
open for maritime traffic. It is for this reason that we are 
coming together to conduct IMCMEX 12. 

Question: How would the mines be laid? Aircraft, 
small surface craft? 

Answer: Historically several methods were used to lay 
mines. Today, various ships, aircraft and submarines are 
designed with mine laying capability. A range of other craft 
might physically be capable of putting mines in the water and 
could potentially be used for that purpose. 

Question: What types of expanded assets does (ASFB-
15) Ponce provide compared to what LPD’s did during 
Earnest Will? 

Answer: AFSBs provide an enhanced capability for 
commanders to utilize while performing maritime security 
operations. Ponce will support mine countermeasure and 
coastal patrol ships, as well as aircraft operations. The ship 
will also have the capability to provide flexible support for 
embarked detachments of personnel, as required by 
CENTCOM and U.S. 5th Fleet. Ponce’s primary mission is to 
support mine countermeasures (MCM) operations. Ponce is 
also capable of providing repair services to other deployed 
units, including electrical repair, diesel engine repair, 
metalwork, communication repair, air conditioning and 
refrigeration repair, hydraulics repair, pump and piping repair 
and other machinery repairs. Additionally, Ponce also has the 
capability to embark small riverine craft often used by special 
operations forces. 
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RUSSIA: 
13. Moscow Eyes Major Missile Upgrade 
(WIRED 06 SEP 12) ... Robert Beckhusen 

Robot subs, sea-based missile interceptors and new 
intercontinental ballistic missiles. The Kremlin is promising a 
major upgrade to its arsenal. And if even some of those 
promises are met, it could cause a serious shift in the global 
balance of power. 

Russian President Vladimir Putin has been one of the 
strongest boosters of an upgraded military, but it’s not going 
to be easy to keep up with the U.S., and now China. Beijing 
announced last month it’s building a string of drone bases 
along its coastline, and is starting to show off the prelude to a 
proper navy. There are also lingering questions whether 
Beijing has tested a powerful new ICBM. 

“We should make a breakthrough in the modernization of 
our defense industry, as it was done in the 1930s,” Putin said 
last week. The president — who is attempted to lead a flock of 
endangered Siberian cranes to safety this week by hang-glider 
— regularly makes statements along these lines. But the 
boosterism also guarantees if the U.S. has a certain kind of 
weapon or machine, or wants it, then Moscow assures the 
world that it’s working on it too. 

Case in point is Russia’s new drone submarine. On 
Friday, we learned Russia is developing an unmanned 
underwater drone built along the lines of a 1980s-era mini-
submarine called the Project 865 Piranha. Only two Piranhas 
were ever built, but Russia hopes to apply the lessons to a 
drone sub. “The U.S. Navy is moving along similar lines,” 
said Anatoly Shlemov, defense contracts chief at the Kremlin-
owned United Shipbuilding Corporation. That would be an 
ostensible reference to the Pentagon’s Actuv unmanned sub 
hunter, which Darpa hopes will give the Navy the means to 
quietly follow and track diesel subs for months at a time, and 
do so relatively cheaply. 

More pronounced is Russia’s missile program. This week, 
Strategic Missile Forces commander Col. Gen. Sergei 
Karakayev told RIA Novosti a new liquid-fueled ballistic 
missile will be ready by 2018, replacing Russia’s old solid-
fueled R-36M2 Voyevoda missile (or SS-18 Satan, as known 
by NATO), which dates back to the Cold War. In recent years, 
Russia has also developed a solid-fueled ICBM called the 
Topol-M. But a new liquid-fueled missile has one big 
advantage over both, namely that it may give Moscow — in 
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six years — the means to defeat a NATO missile shield in 
Europe. 

One reason: Liquid-fueled rockets are really heavy, and 
have the weight and power to lift multiple warheads at once. 
And when there’s multiple warheads screaming at your 
defenses — and all it takes is one to slip through for you to 
lose a city — that’s enough to question the feasibility of an 
expensive shield in the first place. (Speaking of missile 
shields, Russia is also looking at building new missile 
interceptors similar to the U.S.’s ship-based Aegis system.) 

Now the likelihood of catching up to par with the U.S. 
anytime soon is going to be nearly impossible. When Putin 
talks about modernizing the defense industry, he’s responding 
to a growing crisis that Russia hasn’t yet been able to manage. 

According to an analysis by RusBusinessNews, in five 
years Russia’s defense industry may risk “shutting down 
manufacturing of missiles and tanks because of the increasing 
shortage of human resources.” There’s a severe shortage of 
engineers, for one, compounded by a shrinking population, 
and young people choosing to leave industrial work for law 
careers and service-sector jobs. Industrial wages are low and 
equipment is growing obsolete, and companies are slow to 
develop a “corporate culture” with services like daycare and 
clubs to attract fresh workers. 

But if Moscow is desperately trying to stop a downward 
spiral, Beijing is managing a steady rise, and has the time and 
resources to experiment with the Chinese army of tomorrow. 
The navy is a good place to see it. “So long as China’s 
strategic surroundings remained hospitable and the United 
States was content guaranteeing safe passage through 
international waters and skies, the [People's Liberation Army 
Navy] could pursue leisurely ‘fleet experimentation,” wrote 
Naval War College professors Toshi Yoshihara and Jim 
Holmes on Tuesday. 

That means starting out by building lots of different types 
of ships, but not producing any particular class en masse. 
Then, after studying what works best, the next step is to 
incorporate those designs into modern warships. The 
professors point in particular to the Type 052D destroyer, 
which China looks to now be setting down at the rate of two 

per year. That also means augmenting those ships with drones, 
and expanding the presence of Chinese robots to protect the 
Pacific coast. Late last month, China’s military announced that 
it is planning to build 11 new drone bases along the coast for 
snooping over the ocean. China is also planning to launch 
eight ocean-monitoring satellites into orbit by 2020. Two of 
those are radar satellites, while two others watch ocean 
currents and four are “for observing sea color,” according to 
the Xinhua News Agency. 

What’s scarier are China’s missiles. They’d be the main 
weapon in the event of a war the U.S. Navy. But China’s 
missile programs — and especially nuclear programs — are 
super-secretive. In August, China reportedly tested a new 
submarine-launched ballistic missile. And late last month, 
China was reported to have tested a new intercontinental 
ballistic missile in July called the Dongfeng-41, which has a 
purported capability to deliver multiple nuclear warheads. But 
there are lingering questions and conflicting reporting over 
what China tested, exactly. 

Gregory Kulacki, a China analyst at the Global Security 
Program at the Union of Concerned Scientists, doubted the 
reports that China tested an ICBM. “China’s nuclear posture is 
shrouded in secrecy and is difficult to discern, even by 
Chinese academic and military experts,” he wrote. If China 
really did test an ICBM, it could be a sign Beijing may be 
looking at building better ways to deliver its nukes. If not, then 
it’s a sign China may be comfortable with sticking to 
upgrading its conventional forces, for now. 

The reports of an ICBM test, which first appeared in the 
U.S. press, were later repeated by Chinese state television, but 
that doesn’t necessarily imply government approval, either. 
China’s defense ministry did confirm that the military 
conducted recent missile tests, but did not elaborate on their 
nature. 

Which goes to demonstrate the difference in how Russia 
and China sees themselves on the international stage. Had 
Russia tested a new intercontinental ballistic missile, Moscow-
based news agencies would be the first ones to tell the world. 
In China, it’s a lot more secretive. But Russia also has a lot 
more to prove. 
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AFGHANISTAN: 
14. Questions Rise Over Prison Shift To Afghans 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 07 SEP 12) ... Nathan Hodge 

KABUL—Days before the Afghan government takes 
control of the country's main U.S.-run prison, an advocacy 
group on Thursday released a report critical of the transition 
amid last-minute wrangling over the transfer of detainees. 

At issue is control over the detention facility in Parwan, 
located inside Bagram Airfield, a massive U.S. military 
installation north of Kabul. An agreement concluded on March 
9 between the two countries began the process of a six-month 
transition to Afghan control of the prison. By Sunday, around 
3,100 Afghans held by the U.S. must be transferred to Afghan 
custody. 

For Afghan President Hamid Karzai, the transfer of the 
prison marks an important step for the country's sovereignty. 
A statement issued by the presidential palace on Tuesday 
promised a "splendid ceremony" marking the handover. 

Monday's ceremony will fall after Martyrs' Day, a national 
holiday that commemorates Afghans who sacrificed their lives 
in the country's three decades of war dating back to the Soviet 
invasion in 1979. 

On Thursday, however, New York-based Open Society 
Foundations, founded by financier and philanthropist George 
Soros, released a study of the transition that suggests the 
promises of a complete transfer to Afghan control fall short. 

The report notes that coalition forces have continued to 
sweep up individuals in military operations and detain them 
since the transition process began. 

"Even though they have almost completed the transfer of 
the 3,100 that were being held in March, these additional 
captures and detentions makes it all but impossible for them to 
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meet the Afghan government expectation of a full handover of 
the facility," the report states. 

U.S. officials confirm that around 600 detainees are still 
in U.S. custody, a figure earlier reported by the New York 
Times and included in the report. The memorandum of 
understanding concluded between the two countries applies 
only to Afghan nationals who were in U.S. custody on March 
9. 

"The MOU included a six-month commitment to transfer 
the people who were in custody" at the time the agreement 
was signed, said a U.S. official. "It's not the end of the 
process." 

As the Sunday deadline approaches, some Afghan 
detainees who are covered by the transfer deal remain in U.S. 
custody. Maj. Gen. Zahir Azimi, a spokesman for the Afghan 
defense ministry, told reporters on Wednesday that a total of 
3,006 Afghan prisoners at Bagram had been turned over to 
Afghan custody, with 34 others still in U.S. custody and 49 set 
free. The Open Society Foundations report noted 
disagreements between the two countries that had led to 
temporary suspensions of transfers ahead of the handover. 

Gen. Azimi said he wasn't aware of the report, or the 600 
Afghans still in U.S. custody. 

"There were some technical details," the U.S. official 
said. "It's a delicate matter, and there are always complications 
that arise [during the process]." 

U.S. officials said they are committed to handing over any 
Afghan national detainees who came into U.S. custody after 
March 9. But they also emphasize that the U.S. will maintain a 
presence at the Bagram prison, both to ensure that the Afghans 
can manage the facility properly and to monitor the treatment 
of former U.S. detainees. 

Left unresolved, however, is the fate of non-Afghan 
citizens, primarily Pakistanis, who have been detained in U.S. 
military operations. 

The report also criticizes creation of what it describes as 
"an Afghan internment regime." An Afghan body reviews the 
case files of detainees who have been sent over to Afghan 
control; it can recommend continued administrative detention, 
criminal prosecution or release. 

"The introduction of internment to Afghanistan, and the 
process by which around 3,100 detainees are being 
transferred, has happened with very little public or political 
scrutiny in Afghanistan," the report states, adding that the 
transition procedures "are vaguely worded, resulting in 
troubling uncertainty over who can be detained, on what 
grounds, and for how long." 
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SUBMARINES: 
15. Change Of Command Set For Norfolk Submarine Forces 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 06 SEP 12) ... Cindy Clayton 

NORFOLK -- Vice Adm. Michael J. Connor will relieve 
Vice Adm. John M. Richardson Friday as commander of 
Submarine Forces/Submarine Force Atlantic/Allied 
Submarine Command at Norfolk Naval Station. 

The change of command ceremony is scheduled for 10:30 
a.m. aboard the attack submarine New Mexico at Pier 12, a 

Navy news release says. Adm. John C. Harvey Jr. will be the 
featured speaker. 

Richardson assumed command of the submarine force in 
November 2010, the release says. Connor’s previous 
assignment was assistant deputy chief of naval operations for 
warfare systems. 
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OSPREY: 
16. Guam Open To Osprey Deployment If Safety Concerns Eased: Governor 
(KYODO NEWS 06 SEP 12) ... Ben Dooley] 

TAMPA, Florida -- Guam Gov. Eddie Calvo has said he 
would be open to the possibility of hosting the U.S. military's 
Osprey aircraft on the Pacific island, assuming concerns about 
its safety are fully addressed. 

"If the safety issues could be alleviated, of course I would 
think it would be positive," Calvo said in a recent interview 
with Kyodo News about the possibility of hosting the tilt-rotor 
aircraft, which the United States is planning to deploy later 
this year in Japan. 

Guam is a U.S. territory that is slated to receive almost 
5,000 U.S. Marines currently based in Japan's Okinawa 
Prefecture. 

The Marines' plan to deploy the MV-22 Osprey at the 
Marine Corps' Futenma Air Station in Okinawa as early as 
October has faced strong opposition from many residents of 
the Japanese island, who are concerned about its safety record. 

The Marines prize the transport aircraft for its ability to 
fly like either a helicopter or an airplane. Opponents of the 
deployment argue it is unusually difficult to fly. 

Safety concerns over the deployment in Japan have been 
amplified by crashes earlier this year involving the aircraft in 
Morocco and Florida. The Pentagon reports suggest human 
error was a factor in both crashes. 

The Osprey is "not a major factor" in current discussions 
about U.S. plans to move 4,700 Marines to Guam as part of 
the realignment of the country's troop presence in the Asia-
Pacific region, Calvo said. 

If the Osprey becomes "part of that equation," Guam will 
need to take a closer look at its safety record, he added. 

That said, the sooner the Marines arrive on Guam the 
better, the governor said. 

"It will be a positive impact," Calvo said, noting that the 
troops' presence would be good for local businesses and 
increase the island's tax base. 
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First and foremost, however, the governor sees the 
Marines as a potential "instrument of stability" in the region. 

Regardless of any benefits the Marines might bring, 
Guam will need "significant" improvements to its 
infrastructure before they can come, Calvo said. 

"Whether it's 8,000 Marines or 4,000 Marines or 1,500 
Marines, we need to get this work done," he said, adding that 
any Marine transfer to the island "can't come at the expense of 
the lowering of the quality of life for our people." 
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17. Osprey Makes Precautionary Landing In N.C. 
(JACKSONVILLE (NC) DAILY NEWS 07 SEP 12) 

Marine Corps officials are looking into what led to the 
"precautionary" landing of an MV-22 Osprey Thursday night 
in Jacksonville. 

"The aircraft did make a precautionary landing and it's 
under investigation," New River Air Station spokeswoman 1st 
Lt. Kristen Dalton told The Daily News. 

Dalton said there were no injuries and the aircraft was not 
damaged in the landing. 

Military and civilian police officials responded to the 
landing site, in an empty field behind Discovery Church and 
Fast Freddy's on Lejeune Boulevard, parallel to the bypass. 
Jacksonville police say they handed jurisdiction of the site 
over to military police officers. 

The Osprey, which flies like an airplane but can take off 
and land like a helicoptor, belongs to Marine Medium 
Tiltrotor Training Squadron 204, according to its markings. 
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INFRASTRUCTURE / INSTALLATIONS: 
18. Navy's Search For New Airfield For Prop Planes Moves Ahead 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 07 SEP 12) ... Mike Hixenbaugh 

The Navy is a step closer to choosing an airfield where 
Norfolk-based prop planes will practice carrier landings, but 
officials will wait for public input before deciding whether to 
send them west toward Emporia or east to Wallops Island. 

The Navy on Thursday published the results of more than 
a year of environmental analysis for each site. Residents of 
both areas will have a chance to voice their concerns at public 
meetings later this month. 

The 1,116-page draft environmental assessment details 
how the sites - a municipal airport in Emporia-Greensville and 
a landing strip at NASA's Wallops Flight Facility on the 
Eastern Shore - would be affected by tens of thousands of low-
altitude passes and touch-and-go maneuvers. 

The Navy did not identify a preferred alternative. 
Landing planes at either site would have a minimal 

impact on air quality, residential noise levels, and the safety of 
birds and other wildlife, the study determined. 

Ted Brown, a spokesman for the Navy's Fleet Forces 
Command, said the service hopes the selected field will be in 
use by next summer. The planes would conduct as many as 
20,000 passes annually at the field. 

For years, the Navy has been searching for a runway 
where E-2 Hawkeye and C-2 Greyhound pilots could sharpen 
skills needed to land on aircraft carriers at sea. 

Typically, the planes use Fentress Naval Auxiliary 
Landing Field in Chesapeake, but when Fentress is busy with 
fighter squadrons - or if it's closed for maintenance, as it has 
been since December - the prop planes train in Jacksonville, 
Fla. 

To ease congestion at Fentress and save the cost of 
sending the squadrons to Florida for weeks at a time, the Navy 
wants an alternative landing field closer to home. 

The decision to consider both Emporia-Greensville and 
Wallops Island came after some controversy. 

The service had initially considered a municipal airport in 
Franklin, but the City Council there voted down the plan in 
February 2011. The Navy asked for proposals for other sites, 
and the Emporia-Greensville Regional Airport was the only 
one that met the Navy's criteria. 

The Navy had begun conducting environmental 
assessments required for the deal to go forward about a year 
ago, when a pilot involved in the search publicly came 
forward to say that his chain of command was ignoring a 
cheaper option - using the government-owned runway at 
Wallops Island. 

Cmdr. Matt Baker, who is now retired, argued that using 
Emporia for training would cost the Navy $17 million more 
over a decade than it currently spends training local pilots. 
And because flight crews could switch into and out of planes 
at Wallops - something they can't do at Emporia, because its 
runway is long enough only for touch-and-go maneuvers - that 
option would require far fewer flight hours and less fuel, 
maintenance, and wear and tear on the planes. 

An inspector general investigation into Baker's allegations 
found no evidence to substantiate his claim that the site was 
being ignored. The Navy said its subsequent decision to study 
Wallops Island was unrelated to Baker's claims. 

The Navy plans to announce its decision in January, 
Brown said. 

The draft environmental assessment is available online. 
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19. OSHA: Toxic Chemicals At North Island Facility 
Federal safety agency found lead, cadmium, beryllium at Navy maintenance site 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 06 SEP 12) ... Jeanette Steele 

The Navy has been cited for safety violations that 
exposed up to 350 employees at an aircraft hangar in 
Coronado to the toxic chemicals lead, cadmium and beryllium, 
the U.S. Department of Labor’s Occupational Safety and 
Health Administration said Thursday. 

OSHA inspectors found widespread contamination in one 
aircraft hangar at the North Island Naval Air Station aircraft 
maintenance facility, including in areas where employees 
worked on jets and stored and ate meals. 

The facility is part of the Navy’s Fleet Readiness Center 
Southwest, where military and civilian employees carry out 
regular maintenance on F/A-18 fighter jets. 

OSHA issued two notices for alleged willful violations, 
which indicate intentional knowing or voluntary disregard for 
the law's requirements or plain indifference to worker safety 
and health. 

The federal safety agency also issued citations for two 
alleged serious violations, which indicate there is substantial 
probability that death or serious physical harm could result 
from a hazard about which the employer knew or should have 
known. 

No fines will be charged because OSHA can’t demand 
money from another federal agency, a spokeswoman said. 

Jay Vicory, director of the agency’s San Diego office, 
said OSHA closely checked the facility after receiving 
complaints from employees. He said he did not know if any 
had fallen ill but OSHA plans to recommend an assessment by 
the National Institute of Occupational Safety and Health, part 
of the federal Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. 

“Exposing workers to metals such as lead, cadmium and 
beryllium can result in serious illness and even fatal 
respiratory disease,” Vicory said. “We are encouraged by the 
Department of the Navy’s response to OSHA’s intervention, 
and we are working cooperatively with that department to 
further mitigate the hazards uncovered.” 

Navy spokesman Michael Furlano officials there were 
surprised by the citations because two of the chemicals – lead 
and beryllium – are not used in the maintenance process. 

Navy officials have concluded that these chemicals must 
be lurking in paint and nooks and crannies of the 100-year-old 
aircraft hangar where the violations were found. 

Cadmium is used to prevent corrosion on aircraft. 
Furlano said the Navy is implementing an extensive plan 

to address the problem. The facility is also undergoing an 
industrial cleaning that will pull out decades-old residue from 
toxic materials, and employees will now mop areas where 
cadmium is used instead of sweeping them. 

Workers have been asked to notify the Navy if they have 
any health issues that could be related to the exposure. 

The lunch rooms have been closed for now. When they 
reopen, Furlano said, the Navy will step up its enforcement of 
policies requiring employees to remove their work coveralls 
before entering them and washing hands before leaving work 
spaces, he said. 

“Obviously, we’re committed to the safety of our 
personnel and we’re not going to take this lightly,” Furlano 
said. 

In 2011, the same Navy facility was cited for 21 serious 
violations stemming from inspections. 
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CONGRESS / BUDGET: 
20. Sequestration’s Defense Equation 
(DOD BUZZ 06 SEP 12) ... Michael Hoffman 

The Pentagon’s top buyer tried to simplify sequestration 
planning for defense industry executives clamoring for details 
on the federal budget cuts that will reduce defense spending 
over the next decade. 

“If you want to know what will happen to your program, 
look at how much money you expect to have in your budget 
next year and cut 11 percent,” Frank Kendall, U.S. 
undersecretary of defense for acquisition, technology and 
logistics, told defense industry officials at the ComDef 2012 
conference in Washington Wednesday. 

Kendall explained it’s a “stupid way” to cut a budget, but 
the Pentagon’s hands are tied when it comes to sequestration – 
the agreement made by Congress to cut the federal budget by 
10 percent to include about $500 billion from defense 
spending over the next ten years. The deadline of Jan. 2 hangs 
over Congress to come to an agreement to avoid sequestration, 
or at the least delay it. 

The White House Office of Management and Budget is 
scheduled to release a detailed report specifying how 
sequestration cuts will affect the Pentagon after President 

Obama ordered the report in August. Capitol Hill sources 
expect to see the report in the next couple weeks. 

Although Kendall tried to simplify the complexity of the 
cuts with simple arithmetic, the defense industry is eager to 
see what the OMB report will contain. Defense Secretary 
Leon Panetta has told Congress the military has done minimal 
planning because of the simplicity of the across the board cut. 

But the actions thus far have shown the military has found 
loop holes to protect certain parts of its budget from the cuts. 
Obama has already said the military’s personnel budget will 
be protected to include troops’ pay. Parts of the Department of 
Veterans Affairs budget will also be protected. 

Defense analysts have questioned just how far these 
exceptions will run and how creative the Pentagon will get to 
protect certain purses should the sequestration cuts go through. 

Kendall emphasized that “there is no flexibility in the 
law,” and the sequestration cuts will even affect the Overseas 
Contingency Operations budget — the money used by 
Pentagon to pay for the war in Afghanistan. It’s here where 
analysts get skeptical. If the Pentagon can avoid making cuts 
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to certain parts of the VA, why wouldn’t it make the same 
exceptions for soldiers deployed to Afghanistan. 

There’s also the question of how sequestration will affect 
mult-year contracts. Pentagon leaders to include Marine Corps 
Commandant Gen. James Amos have already said they 
anticipate having to absorb more losses by renegotiating those 
contracts to account for sequestration cuts. 

How the Pentagon plans to pay for these higher bills at a 
time defense spending is shrinking is the information defense 
executives want. It makes the simple equation that Kendall 
laid out Wednesday a lot more complex than Pentagon leaders 
want to admit. 
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BUSINESS: 
21. Newport News Shipbuilding Offers Buyouts To 1,200 Workers 
(NEWPORT NEWS DAILY PRESS 07 SEP 12) ... Michael Welles Shapiro 

Newport News Shipbuilding is offering buyouts to about 
1,200 non-union workers, a company representative confirmed 
Thursday. 

The buyout packagess, which are meant to reduce costs at 
the shipyard, are being offered to employees who are 60 years 
or older by Dec. 31, according to the spokeswoman, Christie 
Miller. 

"Reducing our salaried workforce is one way we can 
remain competitive in an increasingly challenging 
marketplace," Miller said in an emailed statement. The 
buyouts were first reported on by the Virginian-Pilot. 

"It will help us meet our financial objectives and position 
our business for future success." 

Miller said the buyouts will not be offered to employees 
working in the company's Washington, D.C., office. 

Miller said eligible employees must apply to participate in 
the severance program by Sept. 28, and any workers who take 
buyouts would retire from the company before Dec. 31. 

"I also want to stress that we are continuing to hire for 
select, salaried positions, mainly entry-level, and our hourly 
trades hiring needs remain unchanged." 

The shipyard's parent company has offered buyouts at its 
Gulf Coast shipyards, which are part of the company's Ingalls 
Shipbuilding division. 

"We had a similar program initiated at Ingalls 
Shipbuilding in December 2011, that was extended again last 
month," Miller said. 

Miller said the company has no target staff reduction 
number in mind, and that "there is no present plan for an 
involuntary reduction of force." 

Newport News Shipbuilding employs more than 21,000 
people. It's workforce is almost evenly split between salaried 
employees and hourly employees. 

The shipyard and its largest union, United Steelworkers 
Local 8888, which represents more than 10,000 workers, are 
currently preparing for contract negotiations. The current 
contract is set to expire in March 2013. 
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ACQUISITION / CONTRACTS: 
22. Go Gently On Acquisition Reform, Say Wise Men 
(AOL DEFENSE 06 SEP1 2) ... Sydney J. Freedberg Jr. 

WASHINGTON -- If history is any guide, the cuts to the 
defense budget will prompt a new wave of acquisition reform 
-- and if history is any guide, we'll get it wrong, again. 

Frank Kendall, the undersecretary for acquisitions, 
logistics, and technology, rolled out a "Better Buying Power" 
initiative in September 2010, and yesterday at the National 
Press Club he promised he would soon roll out a new and 
improved version of BBP that built on the lessons of the last 
two years. But it's an uphill battle. 

"There are so many 'lessons learned' we haven't learned," 
said Jacques Gansler, the undersecretary for acquisition during 
much of the Clinton Administration. 

That's the discouraging consensus of the elder statesmen 
gathered Wednesday at the Press Club for the 2012 ComDef 
conference. They also agreed that, as emotionally satisfying as 
it might be to burn the entire current system to the ground -- as 
suggested by Defense Business Board study chairman Arnold 
Punaro -- an effective reform must be a careful one. 

"I certainly would not start out by scrapping everything; 
you'd have nine months of nothing, and that's dangerous," said 
Gansler. Just getting rid of burdensome regulations could 

paralyze habit-bound bureaucrats as easily as it could 
empower them. 

What's needed is not just new rules, but a revolution in 
mindset, Gansler said: "Two things are required to make a 
culture change: recognition of the need for the change -- 
which I think the budget will be driving -- [and] leadership 
with a vision, a strategy, a set of actions, an ability to align 
and motivate. [Admiral Hyman]Rickover is actually a perfect 
example." 

"You can't just scrap it [the current system]," Gansler 
added afterwards to AOL Defense. "You can't change a 
culture just by putting out a directive," he said, least of all one 
that boils down to "you're wrong -- change!" 

"We don't want to break the system as we go about these 
needed reforms," agreed Bill Lynn, Obama's first deputy 
secretary of defense. In the final analysis, he said, "what 
you're trying to do is ensure that we have the best-equipped, 
most capable force with the most cutting-edge technology. I 
would argue that the system has accomplished that [today]. 
That doesn't mean we can't do it better, but... we have done, to 
this point, better than anyone else out there." 

So what does reform done right look like? 
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"Acquisition reform runs in cycles," said Kenneth Krieg, 
formerly undersecretary for acquisitions under Bush, with 
reform drives launched amidst budget cuts and petering out 
when budgets grew again. But the changes that do get made 
are often counter-productive, he said, because "there are two 
absolutely conflicting priorities in reform": maximizing 
efficiency -- which requires giving acquisition officials more 
freedom -- and minimizing mistakes -- which requires 
imposing tighter control. In practice, "almost always the 
second trumps the first," he lamented. "It's the only enterprise 
in the world that would spend millions to prevent the fraud of 
pennies." 

So the thousands of pages of legislation and regulation 
layered on over the years to prevent "waste, fraud, and abuse" 
should certainly be pruned back, the assembled experts said -- 
a key point of agreement with the Defense Business Board 
study that Punaro helmed. They also agreed with Punaro that 
the acquisition system can't be fixed by fixing the acquisition 
system alone. The Pentagon also needs to rein in overly 
ambitious requirements, which set the often unaffordable 
goals that programs have to meet. And it must make hard 
choices in budgeting, killing lower-priority programs to save 
others rather than cutting them all back a little and letting them 
limp inefficiently along. 

"The first and most important lesson you learn from prior 
drawdowns is to make hard decisions early," said Lynn. "It's 
not going to get better." 

Most fundamental for the long-term, though -- to both the 
experts at the Press Club and to the Punaro study -- is to hire 
highly qualified people and give them the freedom to use their 
best judgment. That won't be easy, either, given restrictive 
rules on private sector professionals coming into government 
and the mass retirement of many experienced civil servants. 

"We need smart buyers," said Gansler, but in the current 
acquisition workforce, "32 percent of them have less than five 
years' experience today." 

All told, it's a daunting challenge. But if the cost of 
military equipment keeps rising on current trendlines, said 
legendary former Lockheed chairman Norm Augustine, "we're 
going to price ourselves out of the ability to fight." Augustine 
once famously calculated that, by 2054, the entire Defense 
Department budget would only buy one airplane; he recently 
updated his figures with data from current programs and 
"they're right on the curve," as he predicted. 

"We've got to do things differently," Augustine told AOL 
Defense after the conference. Might the current budget 
pressures force the long-overdue change? "It is true," he said 
dryly, "that looking up at the guillotine sharpens the 
imagination." 
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PTSD: 
23. Military PTSD: All-Star Scientists Start Mental Health Mega-Project 
(FORBS 04 SEP 12) ... Katie Drummond 

There's no question that plenty of soldiers from the wars 
in Iraq and Afghanistan are afflicted with post-traumatic stress 
disorder (PTSD). But exactly how many soldiers? That's a 
question that even top medical experts, not to mention military 
officials, still can't quite answer. 

Now a new consortium, manned by some of the nation’s 
top scientists where PTSD is concerned, is hoping to develop 
an objective means of diagnosing the condition. In other 
words, the group hopes that the illness can — one day soon — 
be diagnosed using medical techniques like blood tests or 
brain scans, rather than self-reported symptoms. 

“If you think about it, most PTSD assessment is done by 
self-reporting,” Dr. Roger Pitman, one of the consortium 
leaders and himself the director of the PTSD Research Lab at 
the Massachusetts General Hospital, tells me. “But we’ve 
found that patients can, of course, be imperfect reporters of 
their own states.” 

Relying on self-reported symptoms to make a diagnosis 
is, even for the best clinicians, difficult enough. Among 
military populations, the diagnosis of PTSD has been 
hampered, quite publicly, by additional challenges. Soldiers 
who avoid seeking help and therefore go undiagnosed, as well 
as concerns over just how accurate the military’s diagnosis 
process actually is, are but two examples. 

“Just as our behavioral health professionals are committed 
to providing the best care, we, too, must ensure that our 
processes and procedures are thorough, fair and conducted in 
accordance with appropriate, consistent medical standards,” 
Army Secretary John McHugh said in a recent statement that 

announced plans for a widespread review of Army policies on 
PTSD diagnoses. 

This new consortium, which was spearheaded by Draper 
Laboratories (a non-profit spin-off of MIT), could make those 
medical standards much more consistent. Researchers, 
including top-notch experts at Harvard, Boston University, 
Mount Sinai Hospital and several VA Medical Centers, plan to 
track more than 2,000 people (military and civilian) who are 
exposed to traumatic events — most likely car accidents — 
from across the country. 

The intent is to measure, both shortly after the experience 
and in later years, several different biomarkers — including 
hormones, genetic data and neurological factors — to parse 
out a select group of “markers” that can accurately diagnose 
PTSD. From there, the group hopes to come up with a 
systematic diagnostic plan, say a combination of blood test 
and fMRI scan, that can replace (or at least markedly enhance) 
self-reporting. 

“Nobody has embarked on a study of this scope, to turn 
subjective strategies of diagnosis into objective ones,” Dr. 
Pitman says. Indeed, although researchers at several 
institutions have found biomarkers that suggest either 
vulnerability to PTSD or an outright diagnosis, there’s yet to 
be a widespread collaboration that looks at a host biomarkers 
in a single study population. 

The study, which will cost an estimated $50 million, 
according to Dr. Len Polizzotto, Draper Lab’s vice-president, 
is in the final planning stages. That said, the consortium still 
needs to secure funding — which they hope to do, in part, 
with military research dollars. And while the Pentagon is 
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already funding plenty of research into PTSD, including 
pharmaceuticals that target fear response and tests to pin down 
PTSD biomarkers, they’ve yet to embark on a project of this 
scope. 

“To have an impact on such an important issue, you need 
to expand the efforts,” Dr. Polizzotto says. “We have the best 
of the best in the country, and they’re ready to do this.” 
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NEIL ARMSTRONG: 
24. Sea Burial For Armstrong, Navy Man To End 
(CINCINNATI ENQUIRER 07 SEP 12) ... John Faherty 

Neil Armstrong, a traditional Navy man to the end, will 
be buried at sea. 

His colleagues from the Gemini and Apollo space 
programs had speculated about where Armstrong might go to 
rest. 

Some thought near his hometown in Wapakoneta, Ohio, 
others thought perhaps closer to his home in the Cincinnati 
suburb of Indian Hill, where he spent the last decades of his 
life. 

Instead, the first man to set foot on the moon wanted a 
traditional burial from the side of a ship. 

“Well, he’s a Navy man,” said fellow astronaut and 
longtime friend Jim Lovell. 

Armstrong’s Navy career began in 1947, when he enlisted 
in the Naval ROTC and went to college. 

From that moment forward, many of the most significant 
events of his life involved the water. 

By 1950, at the age of 20, he was stationed on the USS 
Essex, about 100 miles off of Wonsan Bay in the Sea of Japan. 

He flew 78 combat missions, and after each of them he 
would fly back over the water toward the safety of the Essex. 

In March 1966, after a successful but harrowing trip 
aboard Gemini 8, Armstrong went through re-entry before 
three parachutes opened and he dropped into the Pacific 
Ocean. 

In July 1969, after Armstrong landed on the moon, after 
he said, “That’s one small step for man, one giant leap for 
mankind” as he stepped onto the surface of the moon, he flew 
back again to water. 

Armstrong and his crew splashed down in the Pacific 
Ocean and were picked up by the USS Hornet. 

Returning to the water meant his mission was complete. 
“It’s how he knew he was finished,” Lovell said. 
“It’s how he knew his work was done.” 
Details of the burial have not been released, and may not 

be. 
The U.S. Navy confirmed it would perform the ceremony 

but cited the Armstrong family’s wishes for privacy in 

deciding to not say where, when or from which ship the burial 
would take place. 

It is not known if this will be a full-body burial or a 
dropping of ashes. 

In a burial involving casketed remains, according to naval 
regulations, taps will be played, there will be a prayer, a firing 
of arms, a salute and then the board holding the casket will be 
tilted forward, allowing the casket to slide into the sea. 

The ceremony for cremated ashes is similar. 
Armstrong had told his family this was how he wanted to 

be buried. 
“It was his wish,” said family spokesman Rick Miller. 
Burials at sea are a naval tradition mentioned in Homer’s 

“Odyssey” and in “Moby Dick.” 
During times of war, American and British Sailors who 

died at sea were sometimes wrapped in a sail weighted with 
cannonballs or chains and dropped into the water. 

The practice was last in common usage during World War 
II, when many men died at sea and ships sometimes would be 
away from port for weeks or months at a time. 

Today, the Navy still offers sea burials from deployed 
naval vessels for eligible personnel. 

Because the ships are deployed, family members are not 
present, although exceptions can be made. 

People eligible for a burial at sea include active-duty 
military; retirees and veterans who were honorably 
discharged; U.S. civilian marine personnel of the Military 
Sealift Command and dependent family members of active-
duty personnel, retirees and veterans of the uniformed 
services. 

The Navy performs, on average, approximately 900 
burials at sea each year. 

“It’s not as rare as you might think,” said Navy 
spokesman Ed Ziegler. 

A public memorial service for Armstrong will be held on 
Thursday at Washington National Cathedral. The service will 
be conducted by the Right Rev. Mariann Edgar Budde. 
Political leaders and NASA astronauts, both active and retired, 
are expected to attend. 
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PARALYMPICS: 
25. Veterans Compete In Paralympics 
(CBS NEWS 06 SEP 12) ... Scott Pelley and Mark Phillips 

The presidential campaign isn’t the only race we’ve been 
following. Twenty American veterans of the wars in Iraq and 
Afghanistan are competing in the Paralympics in London. 
Mark Phillips met one with an incredible story. 

Mark Phillips: The wonder of these swimmers is not 
how fast they go, for at least one, it’s how fast he got here. 
Bradley Snyder, a Paralympics champion now, exactly a year 
ago, he was championing another cause: the U.S. military 
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effort in Afghanistan. His job, the hurt locker -- diffusing the 
Taliban deadly hidden bombs. 

The one he didn’t see was the last time he saw anything. 
Bradley Snyder: I recall the entirety of the event. I 

remember the actual blast itself. I remember waking up on the 
ground. 

Phillips: So from the point when you initially came to 
after the blast, you still had some vision. 

Snyder: Just a little bit in my left eye, correct. Shortly 
thereafter, it went away. 

Phillips: And never came back. You’re totally unsighted 
now? 

Snyder: I’m still looking for it. 
Phillips: You’re still looking for it. 
Phillips: Twenty eight-year-old Navy Lieutenant Bradley 

Snyder was on the Naval Academy swim team when he was at 
Annapolis. Within five weeks of being blinded by the blast, he 
was back in the pool. 

Snyder: It started as just, you know, a friendly like let’s 
show – let’s show my family and friends that I’m okay. Let’s 

show everyone that I can go, still go the things I used to enjoy. 
So hopping in the pool felt very organic, very natural, saying, 
hey, you’re actually still good at something, you know, and 
that was an amazing experience. 

Phillips: You found something you could do. 
Snyder: Exactly. 
Phillips: More amazing is what’s happening in London. 
Unidentified Male: Representing the United States of 

America, Bradley Snyder. 
Phillips: The 100 meter freestyle, gold; 50 meter 

freestyle, silver. But these are more than just swim races. 
Snyder: To be able to hop in the pool and experience 

success on the level that I’ve experienced here at the 
Paralympics, just gives me an immense amount of confidence 
moving forward into life. 

Phillips: Bradley Snyder will race his strongest event 
tomorrow, a year to the day since the blast that blinded but did 
not stop him. 
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OUTREACH: 
26. U.S. Navy Awareness Days Declared In Missoula 
(KECI NBC MISSOULA (MT) 06 SEP 12) 

MISSOULA, Mont. - The U.S. Navy is rarely at the 
forefront of Montan's minds, due mostly to the lack of 
proximity to any ocean. 

But that's why Rear Admiral Doug Asbjornsen is in town. 
The Deputy Commander, Navy Region Northwest is part 

of the Navy's 50-50 outreach program. This program brings 50 
top U.S. Navy leaders to 50 cities around the country, in the 
hopes of increasing the public's understanding of the Navy's 
mission. 

Says Asbjornsen, "[We're] trying to educate the America 
public, specifically on who we are, why the Navy exists, what 
the mission is and what we do on a daily basis." 

Admiral Asbjornsen met with Mayor Engen today, and 
accepted the city's proclamation of U.S. Navy Awareness 
Days, which started yesterday and run through Friday. The 
proclamation was made official before the Labor Day holiday 
during a city council meeting. 

"It's your Navy, and what we want to do is make sure, that 
you as American citizens have the opportunity to really 
understand the importance of the Navy and what we do," 
Asbjornsen points out, when talking about the necessity for 
reaching out to the community. 

Admiral Asbjornsen will be at the Missoula Osprey game 
tonight, delivering the Oath of Enlistment to future Sailors. 
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ARCTIC: 
27. Record Ice Thaw In Arctic, Greenland 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 07 SEP 12) ... Robert Lee Hotz 

The Northern Hemisphere's largest expanses of ice have 
thawed faster and more extensively this year than scientists 
have previously recorded. And the summer isn't over. 

Studies suggest that more of the massive Greenland ice 
cap has melted than at any time since satellite monitoring 
began 33 years ago, while the Arctic sea's ice is shrinking to 
its smallest size in modern times. 

"This year's melting season is a Goliath," said 
geophysicist Marco Tedesco, director of the Cryospheric 
Processes Laboratory at City University of New York. "The 
ice is being lost at a very strong pace." 

Scientists monitor the annual thaw closely because 
changes in the ice of the far North can raise sea levels and 
affect weather throughout the hemisphere by altering wind 
currents, heat distribution and precipitation. 

Shrinkage of the Arctic sea ice since 2006, for instance, 
helped lead to seasons of severe snow across Europe, China 
and North America, researchers at Columbia University, the 
Georgia Institute of Technology and the Chinese Academy of 
Sciences reported earlier this year. 

As the seasonal ice abates more each year, new polar 
shipping lanes also open up, as do opportunities for mineral 
exploration. By some estimates, as much as 25% of the 
world's oil and natural-gas reserves are under the Arctic 
seafloor. Russia, Denmark, Norway and Canada are vying to 
control these assets. 

The giant ice cap at the top of the world partly melts 
every summer and refreezes every winter. In recent years, the 
thaw has become progressively more extensive, NASA and 
European satellite observations suggest. At the same, the 
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refreeze has been smaller—adding up to long-term shrinkage 
in the ice cover. 

This year's unusual summer thaw was spurred partly by 
natural variations in weather, but also reflected rising levels of 
heat-trapping carbon dioxide and methane in the air, amplified 
by carbon soot from widespread wildfires and the burning of 
fuels, said scientists at Stanford University and the National 
Snow and Ice Data Center. 

Carried north across the Arctic by winds, soot not only 
darkens snow and ice, making it absorb more heat from 
sunlight, but also interferes with the formation of clouds that 
might otherwise providing cooling shade. 

"They all cause enhanced warming in the Arctic," said 
Stanford University atmospheric scientist Mark Jacobson, who 
advocates for renewable energy. "Soot can double the 
warming." 

In many ways, the Arctic ice pack and Greenland ice cap 
are mirror opposites. The ice pack is a vast layer of frozen salt 
water, a few yards thick at most, floating atop an open sea, 
like ice cubes in a highball. Changes in the size of the Arctic 
ice can alter weather patterns globally, though the melting 
doesn't raise sea levels since the ice displaces the same amount 
of ocean water when frozen as when liquid. 

The Greenland ice sheet is a land-based formation of 
frozen fresh water up to two miles thick. The water runoff 
from Greenland ice dilutes the salinity of ocean water, 
changing its density and altering currents. The runoff that 
doesn't refreeze adds to rising ocean levels. 

Despite their differences, their fates are linked. "There is 
little doubt that in terms of warming, things are coming 
together in the Arctic," said glaciologist Paul Mayewski, 
director of the Climate Change Institute at the University of 
Maine. "Without a doubt, warming in the Arctic is very, very 
strong," 

In fact, more melting occurred across the Greenland ice 
cap—the world's second-largest ice sheet after Antarctica—in 
June and July than in any year since at least 1979, when 
satellite monitoring of the island's ice began, Dr. Tedesco and 
his colleagues reported earlier this month. The Greenland thaw 
began in May, a month earlier than usual. 

On average, about half of the surface of Greenland's ice 
sheet naturally melts during the summer, and then mostly 
refreezes with the approach of winter. This year, nearly the 
entire ice cover, from its thin, low-lying coastal edges to its 
two-mile-thick center, experienced some melting at its surface, 
according to measurements from three independent satellites 
analyzed by NASA and university scientists. 

"This summer, we have seen melting at the very highest 
elevations of the Greenland ice sheet, which we have not seen 
before in the satellite record," said climatologist Thomas Mote 
of the University of Georgia, who studies snow cover. 
Researchers expect much of it to refreeze. 

By Wednesday, the Arctic sea ice had shrunk to 1.54 
million square miles, about 70,000 square miles smaller than 
the previous modern low set in September 2007, according to 
the satellite readings compiled by NASA and the National 
Snow and Ice Data Center in Boulder, Colo. By that measure, 
the six lowest Arctic sea ice levels on record all occurred in 
the past six years. 

Even when the Arctic ice refreezes, the new ice is often 
thinner, making it more vulnerable to storms and seasonal 
temperature variations, said climate scientist Julienne Stroeve 
at the Snow and Ice Data Center. 

About a week remains in the melt season. Researchers 
won't know the full extent of this year's melting until the end 
of September. 
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BOOKS: 
28. Pentagon Escalates Case That Former Navy SEAL Broke Secrecy Pledge 
(REUTERS 07 SEP 12) ... Mark Hosenball 

WASHINGTON -- The Pentagon on Thursday released 
new details about a secrecy agreement signed by a former 
Navy SEAL who wrote a book about his role in the raid that 
killed Osama bin Laden, escalating its argument that the 
commando violated promises not to disclose classified 
information. 

While declining to make public the non-disclosure 
document signed by Matt Bissonnette, who wrote under the 
pseudonym "Mark Owen," a Defense Department spokesman 
shared with Reuters a secrecy agreement (PDF) he said was 
identical to it. 

The spokesman, Lieutenant Colonel Todd Breasseale, 
said Bissonnette violated his pledge simply by sharing the 
original manuscript of the book, "No Easy Day," with his 
publisher and a lawyer outside of government. 

Breasseale said that the decision to seek a review of the 
manuscript for sensitive material by a "former special 
operations attorney" - which publisher Dutton has 
acknowledged - suggested Bissonnette had reason to believe it 
contained classified material. 

Bissonnette and his attorney deny that "No Easy Day," 
released earlier this week without pre-publication review by 
the government, contains classified information. 

Bissonnette's attorney, Robert Luskin, said he had no 
comment in response to the Pentagon's latest statements. 

In an email, Breasseale said the former Navy SEAL's 
actions appear "to potentially violate his obligation not to 
disclose 'the contents of such preparation to any person not 
authorized to have access to SCI (Sensitive Compartmented 
Information) until I have received written authorization from 
the Department or Agency that last authorized my access to 
SCI that such disclosure was permitted.'" 

The spokesman was quoting part of a standard Pentagon 
secrecy agreement which he said was "identical" to one which 
Bissonnette had signed. 

Breasseale then pointed to a paragraph in the secrecy 
agreement in which the signer acknowledges that the purpose 
of a pre-publication review was "to give the United States a 
reasonable opportunity to determine" if any manuscript 
contained any sensitive classified information. 
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He pointed to another paragraph in the agreement which 
said that if the person signing the agreement was "uncertain 
about the classification status of information" they were 
"required to confirm from an authorized official that the 
information is unclassified before I may disclose it." 

Pentagon Considering Legal Action 
The Pentagon on Tuesday for the first time said that the 

book, now at the top of Amazon's best-seller list, does contain 
classified information, without being more specific. It has 
announced it is considering legal action against the former 
SEAL. 

"Through 'Mr. Owen's' own statements, he has already 
disclosed material at least to his attorney and his publisher - 
without prepublication review (purportedly in an effort to 
ascertain whether the text contained any classified 
information)," Breasseale said in the email. 

The spokesman's statements appear intended to back up 
an Aug. 30 letter from Jeh Johnson, the Pentagon's top lawyer, 
to Bissonnette, via publisher Penguin Putnam, owner of the 
Dutton imprint. 

In that letter, Johnson advised the former SEAL that the 
Pentagon had obtained and reviewed an early copy of his book 
and concluded that he was in "material breach and violation of 
the non-disclosure agreements you have signed." 

Johnson's letter included copies of what it said were two 
such agreements. Breasseale said one of those documents was 
identical to the blank secrecy agreement that he made 
available to Reuters. 

It is unclear whether Bissonnette signed any further non-
disclosure agreements. 

In a response to Johnson's letter, Luskin, a prominent 
Washington defense attorney, wrote that the non-disclosure 
agreement which the Pentagon lawyer attached to his Aug. 30 
letter "invites, but by no means requires, Mr. Owen to submit 
materials for pre-publication review." 

Dutton said the review by the "former special operations 
attorney" concluded the contents of "No Easy Day" were 
"without risk to national security." The publisher has not 
released further details regarding who reviewed the 
manuscript. 
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COMMENTARY: 
29. What We Know About Iran's Nukes 
The regime's most secure uranium-enrichment site has doubled capacity since May, and its suspected top 
bomb-maker is back on the case. 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 07 SEP 12) ... Olli Heinonen and Simon Henderson 

Iranian Supreme Leader Ali Khamenei claimed last week 
that his government isn't interested in nuclear weapons: "Our 
motto is nuclear energy for all and nuclear weapons for none," 
he said. A better perspective was provided almost 
simultaneously from the world's nuclear watchdog, the 
International Atomic Energy Agency, which on Aug. 30 
released its latest report on Iran's nuclear activities. 

The report, written in a mix of bureaucrat-speak and 
obscure science, nevertheless conveys a worrying message. It 
shows that Iran continues to expand its capacity for enriching 
uranium. There are now two new groups of centrifuges 
installed at Fordow—the hardened site built under a mountain 
near the holy city of Qom—which signals a doubling of the 
site's capacity since May. 

Crucially, Iran continues to stockpile uranium enriched to 
3.5% and 20% purity—levels for which Iran has no immediate 
use unless it is planning to make an atomic bomb. (Its 
stockpiles of 20% uranium far exceed Tehran's claimed needs 
for a reactor making medical isotopes.) 

Iran is now operating around 11,000 centrifuges 
categorized as "IR-1," which are based on a Dutch design 
acquired by the Pakistani scientist A.Q. Khan. This means 
that, despite international sanctions and surveillance, Iran has 
acquired (and perhaps continues to acquire) important supplies 
from abroad, particularly maraging steel and high-strength 
aluminum. Alternatively, and no less worrying, is the 
possibility that Iran is now able to produce such special metals 
domestically. 

A piece of apparent good news is that Iran's IR-1 
centrifuges are performing at half their design potential, 
producing less enriched uranium than they might otherwise. 
This indicates quality problems, perhaps due to the 

manufacturing process or to the raw materials used. It also 
appears that Iran remains slow in developing more advanced 
centrifuge types. This could be because of design and 
manufacturing problems. Or Iran could be saving the 
advanced centrifuges for another secret, yet-to-be-revealed 
facility. We can only speculate. 

Judging from this report, Iran seems determined to 
achieve the capability of producing nuclear materials suitable 
for nuclear weapons. Whether it has made a decision to 
produce a fully operational nuclear weapon is unclear. (The 
Obama administration says it hasn't, according to its latest 
declared intelligence on Iran's government.) 

Going forward, the matter of advanced centrifuges will be 
important to watch. If Iran acquires or develops them, it could 
pursue a "fast break-out"—moving within months to 90%-
enriched uranium, which is weapons-grade—using its already 
sizable and growing inventories of 20%. Once it has five or 
six bombs-worth of 90% enriched uranium, it would 
essentially be a latent nuclear-weapon state—whether it has 
actually tested a bomb or not. 

Indeed, given the intelligence uncertainties involved with 
monitoring whether such a secretive program moves to 
"break-out," even a stockpile of five or six bombs-worth of 
20%-enriched uranium would effectively make Iran a nuclear-
weapon state. 

Last week's IAEA report also shows that inspectors 
continue to struggle to get access to the controversial site of 
Parchin, outside Tehran, where satellite imagery shows that 
Iran has carried out substantial landscaping and construction 
activities, presumably to cover up past nuclear work. Similar 
Iranian obstructionism and destruction of evidence has taken 
place in the past. 
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Still, the IAEA has powerful inspection tools—plus 
information from member states such as the U.S.—which 
means it could take a view on what earlier happened at 
Parchin. The suspicion is that Iran used a giant steel chamber 
at the site to experiment on "implosion," the technique of 
squeezing a nuclear explosive (such as highly enriched 
uranium) into a critical mass using conventional explosives. 
Evidence of such testing would be a "smoking gun" indicating 
Iranian military nuclear intentions. 

Cautious politicians will argue there is still time for 
diplomacy, plus sanctions and military threats, to succeed. But 
Iranian leaders give little impression they are about to give in 
to pressure. And during last week's flurry of news, this 

newspaper reported that Iran's suspected chief nuclear bomb 
maker, Mohsen Fakhrizadeh, appears to have been brought 
back to the fore after several years of apparently being 
sidelined. 

The IAEA report concludes by saying that Director-
General Yukiya Amano "will continue to report as 
appropriate." But Mr. Amano does not have a sign on his desk 
saying "the buck stops here." The future of Iran's nuclear 
program is in the hands of whoever does. 

Mr. Heinonen, a former top IAEA inspector, is a senior 
fellow at the Harvard Kennedy School's Belfer Center. Mr. 
Henderson is a senior fellow at the Washington Institute for 
Near East Policy. 
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30. The Pentagon Doesn't Have The Right Stuff 
The Navy can't 'contain' Iran -- even if we wanted it to. 
(FOREIGN POLICY 06 SEP 12) ... Robert Haddick 

Gen. Martin Dempsey, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff, may have shed some light on a corner of America's 
grand strategy -- the real version that officials don't usually 
talk about in public. 

During a media roundtable at the U.S. embassy in London 
on August 30, a reporter asked Dempsey whether he would get 
advanced warning from the Israeli military, should Israeli 
leaders decide to attack Iran's nuclear facilities. Dempsey said 
that he did not ask his Israeli counterpart for such warning, 
explaining, "I don't want to be accused of trying to influence -- 
nor do I want -- nor do I want to be complicit if they choose to 
do it. Really. So I haven't asked the question." When asked 
about Israeli concerns about a "zone of immunity" -- the time 
when Israeli's leaders conclude their military options against 
Iran will no longer be effective -- Dempsey expressed 
confidence in economic sanctions and concluded, "I don't 
think that the zone of immunity that Israel feels itself bound 
by, I don't think it's as significant." Finally, Dempsey said he 
had not prepared any military options in response to an Israeli 
attack on Iran. 

Dempsey's remarks reveal a new approach to security 
issues in Central Command's area of responsibility (which 
stretches from Egypt to Afghanistan). Long gone -- and 
lamented by few -- are the days of using offensive action to 
resolve perceived problems. That approach wasn't just a Bush-
era phenomenon; President Obama escalated the war in 
Afghanistan in an attempt to seize the initiative, a surge now 
in rapid reverse. Instead of offense, the new U.S. approach 
emphasizes defense. 

Dempsey's London remarks show an effort to create as 
much distance as possible between the United States and a 
potential Israeli strike. The United States is building a new 
missile defense radar site in Qatar, it will hold a multinational 
minesweeping exercise in the Persian Gulf later this month, 
and it will conduct a scaled-back missile defense exercise with 
Israel later in the autumn. These steps, while important, are 
reactive and thus provide a contrast with the U.S. approach 
over the past decade. 

According to the New York Times, some Obama officials 
believe Israel is pressuring the United States to issue an 
ultimatum, backed by a public military commitment, in 
response to the Iranian nuclear program, which the IAEA 
recently concluded is not slowing down. Dempsey's remarks 

clearly pushed back against Israel's pressure for a commitment 
to offensive action. But beyond that, they also reveal an 
attempt by the Obama administration to develop a new 
strategy in the Central Command region that will require 
fewer military resources than did the offensive-minded 
approach of the past. 

In contrast with Jerusalem, Washington views Iran as a 
distant and manageable problem. President Obama has 
pledged that he will not allow Iran to become a nuclear 
weapons state and has publicly rejected a policy of Cold-War 
style containment. However, Iran is not likely to conduct a 
detectable nuclear weapons test, leaving its nuclear weapons 
status conveniently ambiguous. And with the memories of the 
Iraq WMD fiasco still fresh, a U.S. preemptive attack in the 
face of such ambiguity would seem out of the question. 

So, despite what the president has said, in truth, 
containment will be the long-term strategy. That's not 
necessarily a bad thing. But the trick will be to implement the 
strategy with fewer military resources than are currently 
employed. 

The Pentagon currently supplies Central Command with 
two aircraft carrier strike groups. In order to sustain this 
commitment, last week the Navy had to send the USS John C. 
Stennis carrier strike group back to sea four months early and 
only five months after returning from its last long cruise to the 
region. Defense Secretary Leon Panetta gave an almost-
apologetic speech to the Stennis's crew before their departure 
from Bremerton, Washington. This ongoing commitment, 
mostly in preparation for trouble involving Iran, is absorbing 
at least 60 percent of the Navy's total carrier fleet and is 
requiring an operating tempo that is not sustainable for long. 

This is not what the Navy has planned for. And although 
the administration thinks its defensive strategy will reduce 
Central Command's demand for military assets, that does not 
seem to be the case. Robert Work, the undersecretary of the 
Navy, recently explained that the service's long-term 
assumptions call for permanently maintaining one, not two, 
carrier strike groups in the Central Command area. Navy 
planners realize that their responsibilities in the Pacific, 
always high, will certainly increase as the Chinese Navy 
expands. This implies getting back to the one-carrier 
commitment to Central Command in order to free up ships for 
the Pacific. Work explained that the Navy has ways to cope, as 
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shown by the Stennis's early deployment. But such over-
scheduling is not an answer to open-ended problems. Covering 
the near-term risk around the Persian Gulf with two carriers 
will eventually become untenable as risks in the South China 
Sea and elsewhere expand. 

How is it that the Pentagon, with base spending totaling 
$530.6 billion this year, finds itself struggling to cover long-
known risks such as Iran? Part of the answer lies with the 
sheer breadth of the Pentagon's security responsibilities, which 
span the globe and range from activities such as providing 
veterinary assistance in East Africa, to fighting insurgencies in 
Central Asia, to chasing drug-runners in the Caribbean, to 
deterring nuclear war, and much, much more. With such a list 
of duties, $530.6 billion might not be unreasonable. 

Strategists and policymakers have always debated what 
duties should properly be on the Pentagon's list and what 
priority those duties should rate. Regarding the present and 
future challenges around the Persian Gulf and the western 
Pacific, the Pentagon's forces, despite their size and scope, are 
mismatched to the challenges at hand -- the Pentagon has too 
many capabilities that are unsuitable for these problems and 
too few that are. Regarding Iran, although the U.S. Air Force 
has abundant tactical air power, political sensitivities on the 
Arabian Peninsula, combined with the vulnerability of forward 
bases to missile attack, apparently prevent the deployment of 
much of this tactical air power as a hedge. This has left 
Central Command excessively dependent on aircraft carriers 
instead. In the Pacific, China's expanding anti-ship and land-

attack missile capabilities increasingly threaten long-standing 
U.S. basing plans, operating concepts, and procurement 
decisions, revealing more emerging mismatches between what 
U.S. commanders have and what they will need to accomplish 
their assigned missions in the region. 

Top Pentagon officials bear responsibility for allowing 
these shortfalls and mismatches to accumulate. Shortly after 
assuming office in November 2006, Defense Secretary Robert 
Gates railed against "next-war-itis" -- what he saw as his 
staff's excessive attention to future problems, to the exclusion 
of current problems such as Iraq and Afghanistan. One would 
think that the Pentagon staff was large enough so that no such 
choice was required. In any case, those future problems are 
now here and are more challenging than they need to be 
because of earlier inattention, poor forecasting, and resistance 
to adaptation. 

It is the nature of large bureaucracies to resist change. 
However, the outside world is constantly changing, and the 
Pentagon must adapt. With auto-pilot the default, vigorous 
leadership is required to impose adaptation. However, 
according to a recent Washington Post article, we should not 
expect such disruptive leadership from Defense Secretary 
Leon Panetta, who the staff seems fond of precisely because 
he is not disruptive (a description that also applied to Gates). 
If someone doesn't turn the rudder soon, the Pentagon will 
find itself complicit -- in ensuring its own irrelevance. 

Robert Haddick is managing editor of Small Wars 
Journal. 
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31. The Neverending Story: Drama In The South China Sea 
While many have put their faith in a Code of Conduct some wonder if China is stalling for time. A real 
solution may take years, if ever. 
(THE DIPLOMAT 07 SEP 12) ... Trefor Moss 

The South China Sea is often presented as one of the 
world’s thorniest territorial disputes. A group of objective, 
completely disinterested observers, however, would likely find 
this characterization peculiar. Indeed, to these hypothetical 
people, it would seem painfully obvious what needed to be 
done to at least significantly reduce the tensions in the South 
China Sea. Such a plan would likely start with four simple 
steps: 

Step 1: Put sovereignty issues to one side. These are too 
complex and too emotive to be solved in the foreseeable 
future. 

Step 2: Establish who claims what. China, for example, is 
extremely protective of its sovereignty, but it has never made a 
precise declaration about which areas of the South China Sea 
it actually owns (vaguely drawing dashes on a map doesn’t 
count). Claims should be filed with the UN’s International 
Court of Justice by a certain date – complete with latitude or 
longitude coordinates – or be considered frivolous by the rest 
of the world. 

Step 3: Use UNCLOS wherever possible. Here’s a happy 
coincidence: all South China Sea claimants have ratified the 
United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea. That 
should make this situation so much easier to handle. For areas 
that are not contested, UNCLOS clearly lays out the rights of 
the claimant state and also of non-claimant states in territorial 
waters and exclusive economic zones. Any problems and the 

Convention (Article 279 ff.) also has a detailed dispute-
resolution mechanism. 

Step 4: Neutralize the contested areas. If the disputants 
really want to maintain peace and stability in the South China 
Sea – and they all say that they do – then they obviously need 
to draw up a set of rules governing what is and is not allowed 
in disputed zones. They could call it a Code of Conduct, or 
some something of the sort. Likely rules would include: the 
demilitarization of disputed areas; refraining from any 
provocative rhetoric or action, such as new construction 
projects on contested islands; no exploration for, or 
exploitation of, marine resources, unless the claimants agree to 
do it jointly; and the establishment of a dispute resolution 
mechanism, probably under the auspices of the ICJ. 

It all sounds so simple. But beyond the realms of this 
“Fantasy Dispute Resolution” and back in the messy world of 
international politics, this tidy plan is a complete non-starter. 
The underlying reason for this is that different countries 
diagnose the South China Sea problem differently. Some think 
the situation is dangerous and needs fixing. Others, notably 
China, are actually quite comfortable with the status-quo. 

For many observers, the recent disputes over Scarborough 
Shoal and other island territories have become a matter of 
great concern. Beijing is less disturbed, however. In fact, 
China’s strategy is to maintain this sometimes messy status-
quo, while making outward demonstrations of being 
cooperative about seeking a lasting solution so as to guard 



 28

against accusations that it is the problem. It calculates that 
these tensions are unlikely to lead to conflict, and that they are 
an acceptable price to pay for its continued ability to act with 
relative impunity in disputed areas. At the same time, Beijing 
doesn’t want to overstep the mark, which would harm its 
standing in Southeast Asia (many parts of which are pro-
China), and invite greater U.S. involvement in the region. 

Beijing’s grandest cooperative gesture to date was its 
establishment of the 3 billion yuan ($473 billion USD) China-
ASEAN Maritime Cooperation Fund in 2011. Discussions are 
now underway about how this money can be spent in order to 
help implement the 2002 Declaration of Conduct (DOC) in the 
South China Sea. According to Ian Storey, a senior fellow at 
the Institute of Southeast Asian Studies in Singapore, this is all 
building up to a tenth anniversary communiqué to mark the 
original signing of the DOC. But is this really anything to 
celebrate? The DOC is a failed protocol that was never 
properly implemented – which is why momentum has built up 
behind the formulation of a new Code of Conduct. “China’s 
view is that some ASEAN members have repeatedly violated 
the DOC; that’s also the view of some of the ASEAN 
countries about China,” Storey remarks. 

“But is China serious about an effective Code of 
Conduct?” he asks. “I think the answer is no. A really 
effective code would constrain China’s freedom of manoeuver 
in the South China Sea, and big countries don’t like that.” 

The Philippines, Vietnam, and other interested parties 
have doubtless reached the same conclusion about China’s 
commitment to crafting a meaningful COC. Filipino proposals 
backed by Hanoi for a robust COC have already been diluted 
by other ASEAN members, for fear of antagonizing China. 
More recently, the July ASEAN Foreign Ministers Meeting 
held in Phnom Penh descended into a farce, with Cambodia, 
the current Chair, blocking constructive debate about the 
South China Sea dispute in defense of China’s interests. 
Cambodia has sold ASEAN out: in doing so, it has facilitated 
a Chinese policy of extraterritorial interference in Southeast 
Asia’s key institution. For China, it’s been a foreign-policy 
coup. 

Indonesia – doing the job that Cambodia failed to do – 
subsequently showed ASEAN some leadership after the 
Phnom Penh fiasco, cobbling together a common position 
called the “Six-Point Principles on the South China Sea.” 
Though better than the Cambodian no-show, it’s a lax 
document that goes no further than calling for “an early 
conclusion” to the COC drafting process. 

That won’t happen. China has already begun soft-
pedaling on talks, which are now unlikely to happen until 
2013 (the upcoming leadership handover in Beijing all but 
rules out near-term movement on what has become such a 
contentious issue). A new code is therefore unlikely to emerge 
before 2014 at the earliest. 

It would be worth the wait, of course, if it was a business-
like code that really sought to regulate the behavior of 
claimant states. But nobody expects it to be. “China will not 
accept anything that is mandatory,” concludes Carlyle Thayer, 
an emeritus professor at the Australian Defence Force 
Academy. 

Strangely enough, China could gain a great deal from 
backing the formulation of an effective COC. Its image in the 
region would receive a considerable boost; calls for greater 
U.S. involvement in the region would diminish; and the 
chances of conflict over some tiny island would recede. 

However, these attractive aspects of cooperative 
diplomacy are outweighed by Beijing’s instinct not to give any 
ground where sovereignty issues are concerned. “When it 
comes to high-stake, high-politics issues, such as territorial 
disputes and strategic rivalries, international agreements have 
limited impact,” suggests Zhang Baohui, an associate 
professor at Lingnan University in Hong Kong. “Overall I 
think China is a status quo power on the South China Sea 
issues,” Zhang but observes that upholding the status quo cuts 
both ways: China won’t facilitate a lasting solution, but it 
won’t be the one to provoke a confrontation either. It will only 
react forcefully to perceived provocations on the part of 
others, as in its recent dispute with Manila. At the same time, 
it will not hold back from pushing the envelope of acceptable 
behavior, such as upgrading Sansha to city status, for example, 
or granting new drilling rights to Chinese oil companies. 

But what is China’s ultimate objective in all of this? 
“They just want to play for time, and to drag it out as long as 
possible,” argues Storey. “What is China’s end game? I don’t 
think they know themselves.” 

Sadly, there is no Plan B for the South China Sea. China 
and ASEAN appear locked into the futile process of 
formulating a Code of Conduct that won’t address the types of 
conduct that actually need addressing. Pity the poor diplomats 
who will be spending the next two years working on it. The 
COC is another fantasy – only one that won’t sound good 
either in theory or in practice. 
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32. Clinton Brush Off Marks New Sino-U.S. Rivalry 
(ASIA TIMES ONLINE 07 SEP 12) ... Brendan O'Reilly 

U.S. Secretary of State Hillary Clinton's trip to China 
highlighted the challenges inherent in the world's most 
important bilateral relationship. There are now serious areas of 
contention between China and the United States. As China 
continues her rapid progress towards replacing the United 
States as the world's largest economy, the entire dynamic of 
the global political system is experiencing momentous 
changes, often to the detriment of American influence. 

Both China and the United States must be careful not to 
repeat the mistakes of past global powers. The risks intrinsic 
to open confrontation between two economically integrated, 

technologically advanced nations are simply too high. It is in 
the interest of both nations, as well as the entire human race, 
for Sino-American rivalry to remain on friendly terms. 
Fortunately, despite tough talk on both sides, the fundamental 
economic and military realities point to long-term balance and 
a competitive stability. 

An example of China's increased international 
assertiveness was on full display during Secretary Clinton's 
visit. During their joint news conference in Beijing, Chinese 
Foreign Minister Yang Jiechi harshly rebutted Clinton's 
previous assertion that China and Russia are "on the wrong 
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side of history" because of their opposition to United Nations 
sanctions against the Syrian government: 

"I think history will judge that China's position on the 
Syria question is a promotion of the appropriate handling of 
the situation … the interests of the people of Syria and the 
region and the interests of peace, stability and development in 
the region and throughout the world." 

Yang reiterating the Chinese disagreement with America 
over the Syrian issue in the presence of Clinton sends a very 
strong message. Clinton was quick to respond, saying: "It is no 
secret that we have been disappointed by Russia and China's 
actions blocking tougher UN Security Council resolutions and 
we hope to continue to unite behind a real path forward to end 
the violence in Syria." 

The Chinese government is no longer shy about directly 
addressing criticisms and disagreements with American policy 
- even while hosting the American secretary of state. Of 
course, the meeting also had the usual diplomatic platitudes, 
with calls for increased "cooperation" and "convergent 
interests.” 

For those reading between the lines it is important to note 
that a planned meeting between secretary Clinton and China's 
leader-in-waiting Xi Jinping was canceled at the last minute 
for "unexpected scheduling reasons.” Chinese appeals to 
refrain from "unnecessary speculation" over the cancelation 
only added to the intrigue. In a land where symbolism is at the 
heart of politics, Xi's snub of Clinton is extremely relevant. 

In order to understand China's defensive attitude towards 
Secretary Clinton, one needs to understand the context of her 
trip to Beijing, and the broader currents of contemporary Sino-
American relations. 

Secretary Clinton made two significant stops on her way 
to Beijing. First, Clinton visited the Cook Islands to attend the 
Pacific Islands Forum. Her comments at this Forum served to 
emphasize American political attitudes towards a rising China. 
Answering questions on whether Chinese money was 
negatively affecting the domestic political systems of Pacific 
nations, Clinton said: "Here in the Pacific, we want to see 
China act in a fair and transparent way.” 

Clearly, there is growing American concern of China 
overtaking the U.S. as the world's main practitioner of "dollar 
diplomacy.” This dynamic is on display throughout the world: 
from Africa to South America, and of course, in the Pacific 
itself. 

According to the Lowy Institute, Beijing has pledged over 
$600 million worth in loans to Pacific nations since 2005. 
Meanwhile, Secretary Clinton offered $32 million worth of 
new development projects during her recent visit. There is 
little the American government, with its extensive economic 
and budgetary woes, can do to counter China's increasing 
investment in foreign countries - except, of course, to decry 
the potential negative effects such investments will have on 
the domestic political system in said countries. 

In a more conciliatory note, Clinton stressed "We think it 
is important for the Pacific island nations to have good 
relationships with as many partners as possible and that 
includes China and the United States," and repeatedly said 
"The Pacific is big enough for all of us." 

Indeed, the vast Pacific Ocean is large enough to 
accommodate the ambitions and interest of the world's two 
most powerful nations. The Chinese, though, may take 

objection to exactly how much of the Pacific each country is 
currently occupying. A map of U.S. military bases in the 
region shows that China is effectively surrounded right off her 
coast by the American Navy. One can imagine the protests by 
the U.S. if China were to set up a massive naval base in Fiji, 
much less the apocalyptic rhetoric which would result from 
China stationing tens of thousands of troops in Cuba. As 
China's economic might is increasingly invested in military 
capabilities, the Chinese may seek the means to push the line 
of effective U.S. naval control in the Pacific away from 
Chinese shores. 

Secretary Clinton's second stop on her way to China 
further underlined the Chinese fears of regional encirclement 
and containment. While meeting with Indonesian leaders in 
Jakarta, Clinton spoke of Indonesia's role as a guarantor of a 
united ASEAN front regarding the South China Sea dispute: 
"That show of unity is very important for us …No party 
should take any steps that would increase tension." She 
promised to address the South China Sea issue with Chinese 
leadership, saying: "I will be discussing this [the South China 
Sea dispute] in Beijing and hopefully we will make progress 
before the East Asia Summit." While these words by no means 
appear belligerent on their surface, they are widely interpreted 
in China as American interference. Any moves by the 
American government to get involved in the South China Sea 
territorial row are strongly condemned by Beijing. The 
Chinese leadership sees American backing of the militaries of 
the Philippines and Vietnam's, as well as support for Japan in 
the East China Sea, as part of a concerted effort at strategically 
encircling China. 

The View From China 
An editorial in the Community Party- controlled Global 

Times, entitled "Hillary reinforces U.S.-China mistrust,” 
offers a glimpse into the Chinese worldview regarding 
America's pivot towards Asia: 

The biggest "contribution" that she has brought to U.S. 
diplomacy is the "pivot" to Asia. But besides greatly raising 
the mutual mistrust with China, the move hasn't yet brought 
pragmatic benefits to the U.S. It seems that the U.S. is trying 
to realize two goals, namely renewing domestic economic 
vigor and checking China's rise, so as to maintain its world 
hegemony, which is its ultimate strategic goal. Checking 
China's rise is the wrong strategic goal for the U.S. This 
leading power, despite all its advantages, has limited strength 
but quite a few thorny tasks in its diplomacy. Superficially, 
Clinton's proposal to restrain China with "smart power" 
diplomacy works on the South China Sea issue. But it appears 
to be merely a small trick from the perspective of the strategy 
of a superpower. 

China sees the U.S. government as intent on an unrealistic 
goal of perpetuating complete American global dominance - 
including in China's backyard. U.S diplomatic efforts in the 
South China Sea are condemned as merely a "small trick" to 
contain a rival. 

Why does the Chinese government bristle so at perceived 
U.S. interference in longstanding disputes over small, 
uninhabited islands? The answer lies primarily in the sensitive 
issue of sovereignty. 

For at least several decades, China has claimed the 
majority of the South China Sea as an integral part of Chinese 
territory. For China, U.S. intervention in its disputes with 
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neighboring countries over this territory amounts to a direct 
attack on China herself. Clearly, this is a red line for Beijing. 

It must be noted that not only Beijing, but also the 
Taiwan-based Republic of China (ROC), claim Chinese 
sovereignty over the "nine-dashed line" region in the South 
China Sea. Chinese nationalists in both Taiwan and Hong 
Kong have recently protested on behalf of Chinese claims of 
sovereignty in the region. 

Of course, Beijing could benefit on the international stage 
by taking a softer line on the ongoing maritime disputes. 
Chinese territorial quarrels with the Philippines and Vietnam 
offer an opening for the U.S. military to increase its presence 
in the region. However, a more forceful Chinese stance is 
imperative for domestic political reasons. Recent spontaneous 
protests against Japanese claims to the Diaoyu (Senkaku in 
Japanese) Islands have spiraled out of control, with Japanese 
products, including police vehicles, targeted by angry mobs. 
As Beijing prepares for a handoff of political power to a new 
generation, a tough position on protecting perceived Chinese 
sovereignty in the maritime regions is essential. 

Meanwhile, strong U.S. involvement in the South China 
Sea dispute has offered the Chinese leadership a golden 
propaganda opportunity. It may have been difficult for the 
Chinese government to play up the Philippines or Vietnam as 
dire threats to Chinese sovereignty, but as soon as Uncle Sam 
entered the stage with the "pivot" towards Asia, the 
psychological dynamic of the standoff changed completely. 
Further pressure was added by U.S.-ally Japan's ratcheting up 
of territorial tensions on China's Eastern flank. Now the 
Chinese government can shift the domestic (and so some 
degree international) narrative of the South China Sea 
standoff: instead of pushing around smaller powers, it is China 
herself who is under threat from a hegemonic bully. 

Of course, despite these political narratives, China is by 
no means powerless to counter U.S. encroachment into the 
region. 

A MAD World 
Last month, Chinese station television announced the 

successful test of China's latest intercontinental missile, the 
Dongfeng 41. This latest series in the Dongfeng ("Eastern 
Wind") line has a maximum range of 14,000 kilometers, and is 
capable of carrying multiple warheads. China's longstanding 
policy of strategically concealing and underreporting military 
capabilities implies that the published range specifications 
could be conservative estimates. Meanwhile, reports have 
surfaced of Chinese advances in deploying nuclear missile-
equipped submarines. 

This upgrading of China's strategic missile capabilities is 
a potentially stabilizing factor in Sino-American relations. The 
entirety of the continental U.S. is now well within the reach of 
China's nuclear weaponry. Furthermore, the ability to deploy 
multiple warheads on a single missile effectively trumps any 
modern missile-defense system. China has achieved Mutually-
Assured Destruction (MAD) status with the U.S. in the event 
of a full-scale nuclear war. The stakes are much too high now 
for either power to seek military conflict. 

Neither the U.S. nor China could guarantee that a small 
clash in the Asia-Pacific would not escalate into a shooting 
war, which in turn could escalate into an extinction-level event 
for the human race. This dangerous dynamic is why the U.S. 
"pivot" towards Asia, and Chinese fears of the aggressive 

capabilities of the conventional forces of the U.S. military, are 
based on an extremely outdated worldview. The U.S. military, 
for all its might, has been rendered useless by China's strategic 
nuclear arsenal. The American naval buildup off of China's 
shores amounts to little more than a "paper tiger.” 

What will take place is a much more subtle confrontation, 
with each country staking out areas of influence, primarily for 
economic resources. On this level, China has played a much 
smarter game than the U.S. in the last decade. While Beijing 
has largely focused on economic ties with other nations, 
Washington has been busy establishing and maintaining costly 
military bases around the globe. 

The return on investments for each strategy has been 
obvious. The U.S. will receive very little strategic leverage 
against China by positioning conventional military forces in 
the region. The costly deployment of several hundred marines 
in Australia, for example, has virtually no effect on the 
security equation between two powers capable of completely 
destroying each other's major cities in a matter of a few hours. 

The question naturally arises: why is the U.S. intent on a 
costly strategic encirclement of China if conventional military 
forces must never be used? Part of the answer lies in an 
outdated worldview, but the larger motivating factor is 
domestic politics. 

Much like that the Chinese position in the South China 
Sea is largely constrained by China's domestic politics, the 
U.S. leadership is similarly compelled to take a hard line 
against Beijing. Neither of the two major American political 
parties can afford to look weak in front of China. America's 
economic woes, and China's rapid economic rise, make China 
an easy scapegoat for America's ongoing unemployment 
crisis, and the largely self-wrought global decline of American 
influence. 

Simply put, the American political class is afraid. After 
dominating the globe for over 60 years, America is likely to 
get replaced as the world's pre-eminent superpower within two 
or three decades. The Middle Kingdom already challenges 
U.S. economic supremacy throughout the world. Even the 
lynchpins of the U.S. "pivot" towards Asia - Japan, India, 
South Korea, Indonesia, and Australia - do far more trade with 
China than they do with the United States. 

Although the Sino-American rivalry will remain a serious 
matter, the areas of contention will be confined to economic, 
political, and cultural realms. The military stakes are simply 
too high. Martial posturing on both sides is meant primarily 
for domestic consumption. 

There are hopeful signs for the development of a friendly 
rivalry. Firstly, with the exception of the Korean War (1950-
1953), there is no strong history of mutual political animosity 
between the two powers. Indeed, there is quite a long history 
of cooperation against external threats, such as the Empire of 
Japan and the Soviet Union. Secondly, the people on both 
sides are generally mutually amicable. 

On the more concrete side, both China and the U.S. need 
each other economically. China's economic miracle would 
sour overnight without access to American markets. For the 
foreseeable future, China will need to continue exporting 
consumer goods and importing crops such as wheat and 
soybeans. On the other hand, America will remain dependent 
on Chinese trade and loans to forestall an even deeper 
economic crisis. 
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Finally, and most importantly, both powers have achieved 
a rough nuclear balance. America may have many more 
nuclear warheads than China, but China's arsenal is more than 
sufficient to act as a credible deterrent. Military threats and 
posturing on both sides are produced primarily for domestic 
consumption. For the time being, there will remain stability in 
the Sino-American rivalry. Neither power can directly threaten 
the other through coercive military or economic means. 

Washington's pivot towards Asia is an overly militarized, 
regionalized effort at containing China. It is doomed to failure 
because China's growing influence is not confined to the Asia-
Pacific, but rather spans the entire globe. Furthermore, the 
existence of advanced nuclear weaponry means that the Sino-
American struggle for dominance will likely remain confined 

to the economic, cultural, and political realms. If Washington 
wants to compete in the 21st century, the American leadership 
must take off its outdated military blinders. America's pivot 
towards Asia serves little purpose besides angering an 
increasingly powerful China and uniting China's people 
against a perceived outside threat. 

Secretary Clinton's less-than-friendly reception in Beijing 
serves a notice to the United States. An amicable rivalry is 
possible only when both powers fear and respect each other. 
No longer will China listen to American denunciations 
regarding China's foreign or domestic policies without 
responding in kind. China now has the economic clout and 
long-range military capabilities to interact with the United 
States on a fully equal basis. 
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33. Sequestration And The Next Pearl Harbor 
(BALTIMORE SUN 07 SEP 12) ... Henry Cooper 

Recent reports suggest that the U.S. government was 
likely engaged in two very sophisticated cyber attacks: one 
that spied on Iran’s nuclear program and another that slowed it 
by destroying centrifuges. These attacks encourage a twinge of 
national pride in our cyber capabilities. 

Yet there’s a dark corollary to this news. Our enemies can 
use similarly sophisticated cyber tactics to attack the U.S. 
government and our private sector. Billions in intellectual 
property and state secrets are at risk, as well as the critical 
infrastructure that supports modern American life. And our 
highly networked society is probably the most vulnerable in 
the world. This is not a hypothetical threat, and it is growing. 

Even our infant efforts to counter this threat will be 
severely set back unless Congress amends the current law that 
mandates drastic funding cuts to defense and other domestic 
spending. And Congress seems not to be inclined to act until a 
“lame duck session” after the November elections, if at all. 

This failure would be a tragedy because the threat of 
cyber attack isn’t looming on the horizon; it’s already in our 
email inbox, our office and social networks, and possibly even 
our critical infrastructure such as our financial networks, 
power grid, and transportation and telecommunication 
systems. 

The U.S. government and major companies report being 
attacked hundreds of thousands of times each day. Microsoft 
estimates that one in 14 downloads is some type of malware. 
And foreign governments are investing in new cyber 
espionage and cyber warfare units. Experts estimate that North 
Korea has as many as 1,000 cyber warfare agents working out 
of China and is recruiting more every day. 

As the volume of cyber attacks is skyrocketing, so are the 
stakes. Today’s hackers aren’t content with simply shutting 
down websites or erasing computer hard drives. Hackers can 
now infiltrate networks and steal massive amounts of data. 
They’ve hacked the biggest tech, energy, financial services 
and even anti-virus companies. They even hacked the U.S. 
military’s classified network, even though it isn’t connected to 
the Internet. (The virus traveled via USB thumb drive.) 

They’ve stolen emails, business plans, financial 
information and new product designs, costing our economy 
billions of dollars and thousands of jobs each year. The most 
sophisticated attacks implant new malicious code in the 

critical programs that control heavy machinery, causing them 
to go haywire and paralyze entire power plants or factories. 

The head of the CIA recently predicted that cyber attacks 
would surpass terrorism as our highest threat to national 
security. National security experts predict that, if a cyber 
attack destroyed the custom-built generators that drive our 
power supply, hackers could shut down large portions of the 
U.S. power grid for six months at a time. Thousands could die 
in major cities across the U.S. 

This threat obviously demands strong government 
leadership and clear, well-funded policy. Yet, at $4 billion a 
year, the U.S. is spending less on cyber defense than on farm 
subsidies, demonstrating a misplaced sense of priorities — and 
even this limited funding could be cut in half as a consequence 
of the sequestration cuts put into effect as part of last year’s 
deal to increase the federal debt limit. 

These cuts could apply to every cybersecurity program 
across the board, for example slashing essential defenses for 
our electrical grid and air traffic control system. This would be 
a gift to cyber terrorists or Iranian hackers, who would jump at 
the chance to bring an entire U.S. city to its knees with a 
single keystroke. 

The congressional impasse potentially follows the sad 
cliche that only disaster can spur Washington to action. In the 
decade preceding 9/11, intelligence budgets had dropped to a 
historical low. Leaders in Washington seem prepared to make 
the same mistakes with cyber security, despite recent warnings 
from Defense Secretary Leon Panetta that a cyber attack could 
cause “the next Pearl Harbor.” 

America has never been shy about meeting its most 
formidable challenges: defeating fascism, building an 
interstate highway system, or putting a man on the moon. We 
must not allow blind budgetary fiat to curtail our maturing 
defenses against one of the gravest threats to our economic 
and physical security. 

We need to solve the debt problem by attacking its core 
while also investing in that which makes us strong and secure. 

Henry Cooper served as the Strategic Defense Initiative 
director in the George H. W. Bush administration and as 
President Ronald Reagan’s ambassador and chief negotiator 
at the Geneva defense and space talks with the Soviet Union. 
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34. SDSU Biofuels Research Will Assist Navy 
With more than $70 million in research expenditures, SDSU leads the state in research. 
(PRAIRIE BUSINESS 06 SEP 12) ... Dwaine Chapel 

"Research is a vital element to our economic success 
because it inspires people and their talents,” says Kevin 
Kephart, vice president of research at South Dakota State 
University. “Research creates jobs and opportunities that 
attract talented people. Research attracts investment and 
creation of wealth. Perhaps most importantly, research builds 
upon our knowledge base to support even-hire education.” 

With more than $70 million in research expenditures, 
SDSU leads the state in research. The National Science 
Foundation increased SDSU’s ranking from 195th place in 
2005 to 176th in 2008. The upward climb continues each year. 
Funding from grants has increased dramatically over the past 
several years. Grants are received from federal agencies, state 
funds and industry, among others. The research strengths at 
SDSU cover several areas, including: agriculture, engineering, 
human health and nutrition, renewable energy and 
pharmaceutical sciences. 

One key area of research is biofuels. The importance of 
solid research to accelerate the public use of biofuels is an 
important research component at SDSU. The state of South 
Dakota has initiated a funding component to assist research at 
the university. 

The South Dakota State Legislature has identified $1.35 
million over a three-year period to develop a “drop-in” 
equivalent fuel that allows it to be mixed with petroleum 
products. Research will be completed through the Oilseed 
Crops Initiative. Bill Gibbons, professor of industrial 
microbiology at SDSU, is the director of the program. He 

outlined the timeline and process that his team has embarked 
upon to develop the initiative when Chris Tindal, director for 
operational energy for the U.S. Navy, made a visit to Sioux 
Falls, S.D., this summer. The focus of the program will be to 
develop a fuel produced from non-food crops that can be used 
as a 50 percent blend to create green diesel fuel for the Navy. 
This will assist the Navy in meeting its initiative to go green 
by 2020. 

Gibbons also discussed South Dakota’s legislative 
mandate, which is to promote the state’s participation in the 
national initiative for green diesel and jet fuel by leveraging 
research acquired from the South Dakota Agricultural 
Experiment Station. Gibbons’ team goal furthers that concept 
by aiming to identify and remedy value chain needs, create 
linkages and facilitate commercial deployment of those fuels. 

This example is only one opportunity that is being 
developed at SDSU. The partnership between the university 
and the community is strong. The development of a research 
park has created additional opportunities. As this research is 
ready to launch into its commercialized phase, the park 
provides the facility, equipment and additional room for 
growth. 

SDSU, in partnership with the state legislature and Navy, 
has taken strong steps in creating new value in the biofuels 
arena. The research may also lead to additional innovation, 
commercialization and job growth. PB 

Dwaine Chapel is Executive director, South Dakota State 
University Innovation Campus. 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Navy Accepts Delivery Of LCS 3 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 06 JUN 12) ... Naval Sea Systems Command Office of Corporate Communication  

MARINETTE, Wis. -- The Navy officially accepted delivery of the future USS Fort Worth (LCS 3) June 6 during a ceremony in 
Marinette, Wis. 

 
2. Paying Tribute to First African-American Naval Academy Graduate 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 07 JUN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Kyle P. Malloy Chief of Naval Operations Public 
Affairs 

WASHINGTON – In the U.S. Naval Academy chapel Naval leadership joined hundreds of supporters and family members June 
6th to honor the life of a trailblazer and first African-American graduate of the Naval Academy retired Lt. Cmdr. Wesley Brown who 
passed away May 22. 

 
3. Navy Veterans Getting Bronze Star For D-Day Action 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 06 JUN 12) ... Chris Carola 

ALBANY, N.Y.—Kenneth Davey said the grim reason his father and other medical personnel from his Navy unit never received 
the Bronze Star for their actions at Normandy on D-Day was because many of the officers who would have made the required 
recommendations were killed before they even landed on the beach.  

 

CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
4. USS Chafee (DDG 90) To Return Home From Deployment 
(HAWAII REPORTER 06 JUN 12) 

JOINT BASE PEARL HARBOR-HICKAM – Families and friends will welcome home the guided-missile destroyer USS Chafee 
(DDG 90) tomorrow, June 7, after a six-month independent deployment to the Western Pacific. 

 
5. USS Greeneville Departs For Western Pacific Deployment 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 06 JUN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Ronald Gutridge, Commander, Submarine Force, 
U.S. Pacific Fleet Public Affairs 

PEARL HARBOR, Hawaii -- USS Greeneville (SSN 772) departed Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam for a scheduled Western 
Pacific (WESTPAC) deployment, June 5. 

 
6. USS Nimitz Crew Gets Official Everett Welcome 
(HERALD BUSINESS JOURNAL (EVERETT, WA ) 06 JUN 12) ... Kurt Batdorf 

EVERETT — Everett officially rolled out the welcome mat for the crew of the USS Nimitz during a benefit luncheon at the 
Edward D. Hansen Conference Center at Comcast Arena on Wednesday. 

 
7. Panetta Green Lights First Cyber Operations Plan 
(DEFENSE NEWS 06 JUN 12) ... Zachary Fryer-Biggs 

Secretary of Defense Leon Panetta has approved a new organizational framework, a plan designed as a “first step” towards 
standardized cyber operations, according to documents obtained by Defense News. 

 
8. Poll Shows Nuanced Views On Cyberthreats 
Government's role at issue 
(WASHINGTON POST 07 JUN 12) ... Ellen Nakashima and Jon Cohen 

Americans are divided about what role, if any, Washington should play in setting and enforcing cybersecurity standards for 
companies that provide critical services such as electricity and banking, according to a new Washington Post poll. 
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9. U.S. Maritime Cooperation In Africa  
(BIZCOMMUNITY (AFRICA) 06 JUN 2012) 

According to DefenceWeb, HSV-2 Swift, a non-commissioned, high-speed hybrid catamaran chartered to the United States Navy 
Military Sealift Command, is visiting a number of South African ports as part of her Africa Partnership Station (APS) mission. 

 
10. Navy Plans To Increase Training, Testing 
(PANAMA CITY NEWS HERALD 06 JUN 12) ... Jalerie Garman 

PANAMA CITY — Jene Nissen, project manager for U.S. Navy Atlantic Fleet Training and Testing, cites realistic training for 
Navy sailors as nothing less than critical. 

 
11. State, Military Firefighters Continue To Battle Brush Fire 
(HONOLULU STAR-ADVERTISER 06 JUN 12) ... Gregg K. Kakesako 

Nine people took refugee in a Red Cross Shelter at Waianae District Park Tuesday night to escape the season's largest Oahu 
wildfire, which began Monday. 

 

GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
12. Putin Says To Push Military Ties With China 
(REUTERS 06 JUN 12) ... Gleb Bryanski and Ben Blanchard 

Russian President Vladimir Putin said on Wednesday he will boost military cooperation with China, including holding more joint 
exercises, after the United States announced plans to shift most of its warships to the Asia-Pacific by 2020. 

 
13. Sea Games 
US, China Woo India For Control Over Asia-Pacific 
(TIMES OF INDIA (MUMBAI) 07 JUN 12) ... Rajat Pandit and Sachin Parashar 

NEW DELHI: With the Asia-Pacific region emerging as the theatre of escalating US-China rivalry, India on Wednesday found 
itself in a rare and enviable situation: of being wooed by the competing giants. 

 
14. India Not Sold On Closer Military Ties With U.S. 
Panetta seeks greater defense cooperation. But New Delhi seems focused on arms sales. 
(LOS ANGELES TIMES 07 JUN 12) ... David S. Cloud and Mark Magnier 

NEW DELHI -- Defense Secretary Leon E. Panetta urged India on Wednesday to build a closer military relationship with the 
United States, but Indian leaders appeared more interested in buying U.S. weapons than in aligning strategically with Washington. 

 
15. Philippines President Visits U.S. As Allies Eye China 
(REUTERS 07 JUN 12) 

WASHINGTON -- Philippines President Benigno Aquino arrived in the United States on Wednesday for a visit that will highlight 
the Southeast Asian archipelago's growing importance in U.S. strategic thinking, as the White House “pivots” to Asia and both 
countries worry about China's intentions. 

 
16. Chairman: Asia-Pacific Will Challenge Military Leaders 
 (AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 06 JUN 12) ... Karen Parrish 

ABOARD A MILITARY AIRCRAFT – Creating thinking, adaptable leaders not only within U.S. forces but also with partner 
nations’ militaries is key to maintaining readiness against future threats, the chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff said. 

 
17. Manned Chinese Submersible Plans Mariana Trench Dive In Mid June Or Early July 
(PACIFIC NEWS CENTER 07 JUN 12) ... Kevin Kerrigan  

GUAM -- Less than 3 months after James Cameron's historic solo dive to the bottom of the Mariana Trench, a Chinese 
Government sponsored expedition is headed to the trench to make a dive of its own in mid-June or early July. 

 
18. Navy Rescues 150 Human Trafficking Victims 
(PHILIPPINE STAR 06 JUN 12) ... Roel Pareño  

ZAMBOANGA CITY, Philippines - The Philippine Navy (PN) has rescued at least 150 victims of human trafficking while being 
transshipped on a motor launch to Malaysia, a military official said Wednesday. 
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19. Australia’s ANZACS: Changing Course On Surface Ship Repairs 
(DEFENSE INDUSTRY DAILY 06 JUN 12) 

Australia’s 8 ANZAC Class (MEKO 200 ANZ) frigates entered service from 1996 – 2006. In June 2012, Australia signed a repair 
and maintenance contract for its fleet that has an expected value of around A$ 300 million over its 5-year term, with the potential for 
additional rolling year-on-year contract extensions out to 10 years.  

 
20. ISRO Plans To Launch Satellite For Navy In A Few Months 
GSAT-7 will be put into orbit by Ariane-5 rocket from French Guiana 
(THE HINDU 06 JUN 12) ... T. S. Subramanian 

The Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) has built a dedicated satellite for the Navy which will be launched in a few 
months by an Ariane-5 rocket from the Kourou island in French Guiana.  

 
21. Pakistan Budget Up For Army, Air Force; Down For Navy 
(DEFENSE NEWS 06 JUN 12) ... Usman Ansari 

ISLAMABAD — Pakistan’s new defense budget increases funding for the Army and Air Force and slightly decreases it for the 
Navy, but challenging economic conditions put near-term procurements in doubt. 

 
22. Global Pirate Attacks Seen Declining By 24% Last Month 
(BLOOMBERG 06 JUN 12) ... Rob Sheridan 

Global pirate attacks on vessels fell to 25 in May compared with 33 the previous month, GAC Protective Solutions and AKE 
Intelligence said.  

 
23. U.S. Commander Visits Coastguard Commander 
(AL ARABIYA (BAHRAIN) 06 JUN 12) 

MANAMA, Bahrain - Vice Admiral John W. Miller, Commander of U.S. Naval Forces Central Command and U.S. Fifth Fleet 
today hailed the strides achieved by Bahrain Coastguard in using cutting edge technologies and serving the community.  

 
24. Government Set For U-Turn On Aircraft Carrier 
(THE NEWS (PORTSMOUTH, UK) 06 JUN 12) ... Michael Powell  

The government is set to perform another U-turn in the Royal Navy’s £6bn aircraft carrier programme. 
 

25. The Finnish Navy’s Latest Pride And Joy, Mine Countermeasure Vessel Katanpää, Is Lowered Into 
The Water In Turku 
Three-hour hoisting operation from the deck of a Dutch special cargo vessel 
(HELSINGIN SANOMAT 07 JUN 12) 

The headline is accurate, in the sense that the warship in question was not "launched" as such: she really was "lowered into the 
water". 

 
26. Colombia’s Navy Seizes Cocaine Shipment In Boat Off Pacific Coast 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 06 JUN 12) 

BOGOTA, Colombia — Colombia’s navy says it has seized a shipment of 2.6 metric tons (2.9 tons) of cocaine aboard a boat off 
the country’s Pacific coast. 

 

PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
27. 250 Gather At Naval Academy To Remember First African-American Graduate 
Lt. Cmdr. Wesley A. Brown, who died last month, 'paved the way' 
(BALTIMORE SUN 06 JUN 12) ... Scott Dance 

A man who was ostracized as one of the first black midshipmen at the U.S. Naval Academy was honored Wednesday, with a 
portion of his funeral services in an academy field house named in his honor. 

 
28. Naval Warfare Development Command Hosts Junior Leadership Symposium 
 (NAVY NEWS SERVICE -6 JUN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Josue L. Escobsosa, Navy Public Affairs Support 
Element, Norfolk  

NORFOLK, Va. -- More than 400 junior Sailors participated in a junior leadership symposium hosted by the Naval Warfare 
Development Command (NWDC) on Naval Station Norfolk (NSN) June 6.  
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29. Sailor Serving In Afghanistan Gets Long-Distance Diploma From Los Angeles Valley College 
(LOS ANGELES DAILY NEWS 06 JUN 12) ... Dana Bartholomew 

She wore a cap and gown, held her head tall, even accepted a diploma Wednesday from Los Angeles Valley College.  
 

30. Navy Chaplain Joins Pilgrimage 
(MARION COUNTY (KANSAS) RECORD 06 JUN 12) ... Ben Kleine 

Wichita priest Eric Weldon organized the first Father Emil Kapaun pilgrimage four years ago as a spiritual journey, a time for 
participants to reflect on their relationship with God.  

 

FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
31. Lockheed Delivers LCS 3 To Navy Ahead Of Schedule 
(DOD BUZZ 06 JUN 12) ... Philip Ewing 

The Navy accepted delivery of the littoral combat ship USS Fort Worth on Wednesday, and praised contractor Lockheed Martin 
for the high quality of its second LCS. 

 
32. Lockheed Gains As Contract Spending Falls, BGOV Ranking Shows 
(BLOOMBERG GOVERNMENT 07 JUN 12) ... Nick Taborek 

Lockheed Martin Corp., the world’s largest defense company, attracted more U.S. government contract revenue even as cuts 
weighed on many of its peers. 

 
33. Shipbuilding Funding: It's Impossible To Predict The Future, But Austal, Ingalls Are Positioned To 
Grow 
(ALABAMA PRESS-REGISTER 06 JUN 12) ... Kaija Wilkinson 

MOBILE, Alabama -- The types of military vessels built at Austal USA in Mobile and Ingalls Shipbuilding in Pascagoula should 
help ensure that, over the long term, there will be sufficient federal dollars to keep the programs going and maintain and even grow 
workforce, industry observers said. 

 
34. Ingalls Officially Kicks Off Construction For New Billion Dollar Navy Ship 
(WLOX 13 (MISS) 06 JUN 12) ... Patrice Clark 

PASCAGOULA, MS - Ingalls Shipbuilding officially kicks off construction for new billion dollar Navy ship 
 

35. Government Contractors See More Shake-Ups At Top 
General Dynamics and CACI International join firms making changes 
(WASHINGTON POST 07 JUN 12) ... Marjorie Censer, Capital Business Staff Writer 

Two government contractors announced Wednesday that their chief executives would retire, becoming the latest to step down in a 
spate of contracting-industry departures. 

 
36. Navy: $400M Maine Sub Fire Began In Vacuum Cleaner 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 06 JUN 12) 

KITTERY, Maine — Preliminary findings from Navy investigators suggest a fire aboard a dry-docked submarine started in a 
vacuum cleaner used by shipyard workers, officials said Wednesday. The Navy also confirmed a preliminary estimate of $400 million 
for repairs. 

 
37. Providing A Pathway Of Learning 
(FLORIDA TIMES UNION 06 JUN 12) ... Clark Pierce 

More than 170 Navy, Marine Corps and civilian instructors staff the six Maintenance Training Units that annually graduate more 
than 21,000 students from 1,900 classes at the Center for Naval Aviation Technical Training Unit (CNATTU) on board NAS 
Jacksonville. 

 

BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
38. Navy To Move 1,000 Jobs To Suffolk 
(SUFFOLK NEWS-HERALD 06 JUN 12) ... Tracy Agnew 

Nearly 1,000 employees of four military commands will be moving into North Suffolk in the next year, city officials announced 
Wednesday. 
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39. Vintage Aircraft To Mark Weekend Airshow In Yuba County 
(APPEAL DEMOCRAT (CA) 06 JUN 12) ... Ben van der Meer 

The long history of Yuba County aviation will receive front-and-center treatment for the three-day Golden West Regional Fly-In 
& Airshow this weekend at the county airport in Olivehurst. 

 
40. D-Day Photos, Art Presented By Army And Navy Are Online Museums Of Sacrifice And History 
(HUNTSVILLE (ALABAMA) TIMES 06 JUN 12) ... Kenneth Desner 

On this date in 1944, approximately 160,000 allied troops, supported by more than 5,000 ships and 13,000 aircraft, landed on the 
beaches of France. 

 
41. View Of A Lifetime: Flag Residents Watch Venus Transit 
(ARIZONA DAILY SUN 06 JUN 12) ... Eric Betz 

Flagstaff residents once again showed their love of astronomy on Tuesday as people came out in droves to catch a glimpse of 
Venus as it passed in front of the sun. 

 

NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
42. D-Day Survivors Here 'By The Grace Of God' 
(NORTH COUNTY TIMES 05 JUN 12) ... Mark Walker 

It's been nearly 70 years since one of the bloodiest days in American military history, and still, many of its now-elderly 
participants can't say why they lived through it. 

 
43. App Pinpoints Arlington Graves 
Use of GPS, digital records also allows virtual visits 
(USA TODAY 07 JUN 12) ... Oren Dorell 

Arlington National Cemetery is the first national burial site to go digital 4G. 
 

44. West High Cadets Hope To Save Navy Junior ROTC Program 
Program’s future bleak in the wake of budget cuts 
(SALT LAKE TRIBUNE 06 JUN 12) ... Melinda Rogers 

Sixteen-year-old Lyndsay Gates admits she was "a bit of a punk" before she enrolled in West High School’s Navy Junior Reserve 
Officers Training Corps program.  

 
45. Man Gets Prison For Posing As SEAL In ID Theft Case 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 06 JUN 12) ... Tim McGlone 

NORFOLK -- A former sailor who posed as a SEAL chief to convince other sailors to turn over their personal information was 
sentenced today to a little more than seven years in prison for bilking a credit union out of nearly $182,000. 

 
46. Israel Attacked A US Navy Ship 45 Years Ago Killing Dozens Of Sailors — Survivors Want To Know 
Why 
(BUSINESS INSIDER 06 JUN 12) ... Robert Johnson 

It's understandable if you've never heard of the USS Liberty and the more than 200 sailors who were wounded and lost their lives 
the day she was attacked in the summer of 1967. 

 

OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
47. USS Mississippi Assignment One Of Most Exciting Ever 
(CLARION-LEDGER (MISS) 06 JUN 12) ... Robert St. John 

My culinary career has taken me all over the world. I have been to Asia, Europe, Central America and Mexico. But one of my 
most exciting experiences just took place in Pascagoula, only 90 miles from my home. 

 
48. Fine Print 
Slack Budgeting At The Defense Department 
(WASHINGTON POST 07 JUN 12) ... Walter Pincus 

For a reminder of how much money is sloshing around within the Defense Department, read the Senate Armed Services 
Committee’s 514-page report on the fiscal 2013 defense authorization bill, which was released Tuesday. 
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49. Our view 
Yesterday's Enemies 
(ST LOUIS POST DISPATCH 06 JUN 12) 

In Germany, Israel and southeast Asia, a whole new world. 
 

BBLLOOGGSS::  
50. EXCERPTS FROM BLOGS AROUND THE WORLD 
(PUBLISHED 04 – 07 JUN 12) 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Navy Accepts Delivery Of LCS 3 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 06 JUN 12) ... Naval Sea Systems Command Office of Corporate Communication  

MARINETTE, Wis. -- The Navy officially accepted 
delivery of the future USS Fort Worth (LCS 3) June 6 during a 
ceremony in Marinette, Wis. 

Fort Worth is the third littoral combat ship (LCS) 
delivered to the Navy, and the second LCS of the steel, semi-
planing monohull Freedom variant.  

Prior to delivery, the Navy's Board of Inspection and 
Survey (INSURV) conducted acceptance trials aboard LCS 3. 
INSURV found LCS 3 to be "highly capable, well-built and 
inspection ready," and recommended the vessel be accepted. 

"Fort Worth showed significant improvement during her 
trials when compared to the first ship of the class, USS 
Freedom," said Rear Adm. James Murdoch, program 
executive officer for Littoral Combat Ships. "We've had two 
years to operate Freedom at sea, identifying typical, first-of-
class deficiencies, learning lessons on her design and rolling 
those lessons into Fort Worth. That experience, plus the 
introduction of improved construction processes and 
shipbuilder facilities, greatly benefitted Fort Worth."  

Delivery is the last shipbuilding milestone before 
commissioning, scheduled for Sept. 22 in Galveston, Texas. 
Once commissioned, Fort Worth will join sister ships USS 
Freedom (LCS 1) and USS Independence (LCS 2).  

The Lockheed Martin team now has Milwaukee (LCS 5), 
Detroit (LCS 7), Little Rock (LCS 9), and Sioux City (LCS 

11) under construction at the Marinette Marine Corp. shipyard 
in Marinette. Austal USA has Coronado (LCS 4), Jackson 
(LCS 6), Montgomery (LCS 8), Gabrielle Giffords (LCS 10), 
and Omaha (LCS 12) in production at the company's shipyard 
in Mobile, Ala. 

LCS is a high speed, agile, shallow-draft, focused-mission 
surface combatant designed for operation in near-shore 
environments yet fully capable of open-ocean operation. Fort 
Worth, a high-speed steel mono-hull ship, is designed to 
defeat asymmetric "anti-access" threats such as mines, quiet 
diesel submarines and fast surface craft. The 387-foot Fort 
Worth will be outfitted with reconfigurable payloads, called 
mission packages, which can be changed out quickly, and 
focus on three mission areas: mine countermeasures, surface 
warfare and anti-submarine warfare.  

PEO LCS is responsible for delivering and sustaining 
credible littoral mission capabilities to the fleet and is working 
with industry to achieve steady production to increase 
production efficiencies and leverage cost savings. Delivering 
high-quality warfighting assets while balancing affordability 
and capability are key to supporting the nation's maritime 
strategy. 

 

Return to Index 
 

2. Paying Tribute to First African-American Naval Academy Graduate 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 07 JUN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Kyle P. Malloy Chief of Naval Operations Public 
Affairs 
WASHINGTON – In the U.S. Naval Academy chapel Naval 
leadership joined hundreds of supporters and family members 
June 6th to honor the life of a trailblazer and first African-
American graduate of the Naval Academy retired Lt. Cmdr. 
Wesley Brown who passed away May 22. 
Adm. Jonathan Greenert, Chief of Naval Operations, among 
several speakers at the memorial service, highlighted a special 
day when he and wife hosted Brown and his wife at their 
home to hear about Brown’s life and naval career.  
 “I was honored to have met Brown through my classmate 
Kerwin Miller who arranged the luncheon at our quarters and 
introduced Wesley and Crystal to Darleen and I,” said 
Greenert. “He was a humble, courageous and resilient person - 
a true pioneer in our Navy.” 
During an interview after the April luncheon Brown remarked 
that he was impressed with CNO and appreciated the direction 
he is taking the Navy.  
“We had a nice and honest discussion about the Navy from 
when I was at the Naval Academy to now,” said Brown.  
Brown voluntarily enlisted in the Army at the age of 17. After 
serving in the Army, he enrolled at the Naval Academy in 
1945 and then was commissioned in 1949. Brown’s military 
service included fighting in WWII, the Korean War and the 
Vietnam War. He built homes in Hawaii, roads in Liberia, 
wharves in the Philippines, a nuclear power plant in 
Antarctica, and a desalination plant in Guantanamo Bay, 
Cuba.  

Brown said his military experience was undoubtedly very 
different from that of today’s servicemembers, but that his 
active-duty service was very memorable.   
“I am very proud of the fact that we did change from a 
segregated service and made it into a positive one,” said 
Brown.  
While discussing two African-American military leaders that 
achieved four-star rank and the current African-American 
President, Brown humbly recognized that his service has 
affected today’s Sailors. 
 I think I have had an influence on Sailors, both male and 
female, in terms of racial discrimination and their choice in 
joining the armed forces,” said Brown. “And I think that is a 
very positive thing.” 
Greenert and several of the memorial service speakers 
commented on Brown’s courage, leadership and pioneer spirit 
-- Brown shaped today’s Navy and taught the service to 
capitalize on the strengths of all Sailors.  
“I will most remember Wesley's positive recollection of a 
difficult and challenging time at the Naval Academy, enduring 
hazing and bigotry,” said Greenert after the ceremony. 
“Though the barriers he faced were plentiful, he demonstrated 
repeatedly that one person can make a difference and bring 
about real change.” 
Brown maintained a successful career after retiring from the 
Navy as a faculty member at Howard University, and he 
served as chairman of District of Columbia Congressional 
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Representative Eleanor Holmes Norton’s Service Academy 
Selection Board. 
He grew up in Baltimore and entered the Naval Academy in 
1945.  He was an accomplished runner as a Midshipman and 
the Naval Academy recently dedicated the Wesley Brown 
Field House in his honor.  
“Although he was grateful for the opportunities he was given, 
it is we who should be thankful for his courage and 

leadership,” said Greenert. “Our Navy and nation are better 
thanks to Wesley Brown and his family." 
As Brown reminisced about his life, he expressed much 
gratitude for every opportunity afforded to him. And as he 
recounted his lunch with the top Navy officer or watching 
track meets hosted in a facility named after him, Brown 
references a line from one of his favorite musicals. 
 “You have to have a dream,” he said. “If you don’t have a 
dream, how are you going to make a dream come true?” 

Return to Index 
 

3. Navy Veterans Getting Bronze Star For D-Day Action 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 06 JUN 12) ... Chris Carola 

ALBANY, N.Y.—Kenneth Davey said the grim reason 
his father and other medical personnel from his Navy unit 
never received the Bronze Star for their actions at Normandy 
on D-Day was because many of the officers who would have 
made the required recommendations were killed before they 
even landed on the beach.  

The oversight is being rectified for the dozens of 
corpsmen and doctors in the 6th Naval Beach Battalion who 
hit Omaha Beach on June 6, 1944, an hour after the first wave 
landed.  

On Wednesday, the 68th anniversary of the Allied 
invasion of France, former corpsman Frank Walden of Walnut 
Creek, Calif., received the Bronze Star and a Combat Medical 
Badge during a ceremony at Naval Amphibious Base 
Coronado, outside San Diego.  

The medals also will be presented at later dates to the 
unit's nine other surviving medical personnel, as well as the 
families of some 70 deceased battalion veterans.  

The upper echelon of the battalion, a forerunner of the 
Navy Seals, was "basically wiped out" by German machine 
gun and artillery fire, said Davey, the unit's history consultant 
for its website.  

Davey's father, J. Russell Davey Jr., was a 26-year-old 
doctor from Philadelphia when he landed at Normandy. Davey 
was only a year old when his father died suddenly in 1948.  

David Catallo of Waterford, near Albany, made it to the 
beach but was hit by an exploding shell.  

"I remember going up in the air, and that's all," said the 
87-year-old retired postmaster in a phone interview.  

He woke up in a hospital bed in England, suffering from a 
concussion, Catallo said.  

The corpsmen, as the Navy and Marines call their medics, 
weren't faring much better. Five were killed instantly; many 
were wounded as they struggled ashore and tried to treat 
wounded soldiers and sailors.  

Andrew Chimiel, an 18-year-old from Moosic, Pa., was 
wounded and temporarily paralyzed soon after he landed.  

"They were just hitting us all over the place," Chimiel, an 
87-year-old retired Xerox engineer, told The Associated Press 
in a telephone interview from his home in Fairport, a 
Rochester suburb. "A lot of us were casualties. You do what 
you can. That's it."  

Attached to an engineer brigade with the Army's 1st 
Infantry Division, the battalion's ranks included demolition 
experts, radio operators and beachmasters, sailors who served 
as shoreline "traffic cops" during amphibious landings. The 
unit's medical detachment included about 10 doctors and more 
than 70 corpsmen.  

Kenneth Davey, a 65-year-old retired high school teacher 
from Hopewell Junction in Dutchess County, began 
researching his father's military career as the 50th anniversary 
of D-Day approached in 1994. After the death of his mother in 
1993, the younger Davey inherited his father's sea chest. 
Inside, he found letters his father wrote home, along with the 
elder Davey's combat helmet and military records. The find 
led Davey to other battalion veterans over the years.  

Kenneth Davey will eventually be able to add the Combat 
Medical Badge and the Bronze Star to that sea chest.  

In January, Davey sent a letter to the Army asking 
whether the battalion's medical personnel were eligible for the 
Combat Medical Badge. The Department of the Army 
approved the request in March, along with the Bronze Star, the 
military's fourth highest medal for combat bravery. Military 
officials said the sailors were due the higher award, too, 
because in 1947 the Army retroactively authorized awarding 
the Bronze Star to soldiers who had received the Combat 
Medical Badge.  

Walden was the only member of the unit to receive the 
medal on Wednesday. Davey said five of the surviving 
battalion members live in the Northeast, and he is hoping to 
hold a presentation ceremony this summer at the U.S. Military 
Academy at West Point for as many of the survivors who can 
attend.  

 
Return to Index 
 
 

CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
4. USS Chafee (DDG 90) To Return Home From Deployment 
(HAWAII REPORTER 06 JUN 12) 

JOINT BASE PEARL HARBOR-HICKAM – Families 
and friends will welcome home the guided-missile destroyer 
USS Chafee (DDG 90) tomorrow, June 7, after a six-month 
independent deployment to the Western Pacific. 

Chafee, commanded by Cmdr. Justin A. Kubu, has a crew 
of more than 250 Sailors. 

“When I look at my Sailors, I am inspired by all they have 
accomplished and by how dedicated they are to their jobs,” 
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Kubu said. “Any task you give them, these men and women 
can do it all.” 

Chafee participated in maritime exercises, provided air 
defense for an amphibious task group, conducted fisheries 
patrols, and provided support for Joint Special Operations 
Task Force – Philippines (JSOTF-P). Chafee Sailors 
volunteered to plant trees in Darwin, Australia and teach 
children how to play soccer in Iloilo, Philippines. They 
refurbished schools, built homes, helped at science fairs, 
marched in parades and volunteered at sports clinics. 

“They made this deployment successful and helped 
strengthen our relationship with our allies. I cannot thank them 
enough for all they have done to make this deployment 
unforgettable," Kubu said. 

The ship deployed Nov. 29, 2011, transiting with the USS 
CARL VINSON Strike Group in several passing exercises 
with the Japan Maritime Self-Defense Force and South 
Korean and Russian navies. 

"CHAFEE traveled over 45,000 nautical miles and 
executed a wide variety of missions," said Chafee Executive 
Officer Cmdr. Anthony Littmann. “The Officers and crew 
performed remarkably, and their success is a testament to their 
preparation, both prior to deployment and while in theater.” 

Littman said Chafee Sailors showed pride in the 
maintenance of their ship for months at sea. 

“I know that their reunions with friends and families are 
well deserved,” he said. 

Guided-missile destroyers are multi-mission anti-air 
warfare, anti-submarine warfare and anti-surface warfare 
surface combatants. They operate independently for support of 
carrier and expeditionary strike groups and surface strike 
groups. The mission of an Arleigh Burke Class Aegis 
Destroyer is to conduct prompt, sustained combat operations 
at sea in support of national policy. 

Chafee is assigned to Commander, Naval Surface Group 
Middle Pacific and Commander, U.S. Third Fleet and operates 
forward in support of the nation’s maritime strategy. 

Return to Index 
 

5. USS Greeneville Departs For Western Pacific Deployment 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 06 JUN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Ronald Gutridge, Commander, Submarine Force, 
U.S. Pacific Fleet Public Affairs 

PEARL HARBOR, Hawaii -- USS Greeneville (SSN 772) 
departed Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam for a scheduled 
Western Pacific (WESTPAC) deployment, June 5. 

Since returning from its last Western Pacific deployment 
in March 2011, Greeneville has undergone maintenance and 
conducted training in preparation for this deployment,  

"We are fully ready to deploy and execute whatever 
tasking the operational commander requires," said Cmdr. 
Martin Muckian, Greeneville commanding officer. "We 
expect to be busy conducting both real world operations in 
support of U.S. national objectives and exercises with other 
U.S. forces and our allies in the region."  

"Greeneville is in outstanding condition from a material, 
personnel and training standpoint,"said Muckian. "The crew is 
very excited for the deployment. They have worked extremely 
hard to prepare the submarine, and they are ready to execute a 
wide range of missions." 

This will be the first time deploying for many of 
Greeneville's Sailors, according to Muckian.  

"I really don't know what to expect with this being my 
first deployment," said Machinist's Mate Fireman Robert 
Quinsenberry, from Olathe, Kan. "My goal is to further my 
training and become submarine qualified, and I know that I 
will succeed with the help of my fellow submariners."  

Measuring 362 feet-long, weighing 7,038 tons when 
submerged and with a crew size of 152, Greeneville is one of 
the Navy's most technologically sophisticated submarines. 

Greeneville is the 61st Los Angeles-class submarine. 
Commissioned in 1996, Greeneville is the first ship of the 
United States Navy to be named after a small town in eastern 
Tennessee. 

Los Angeles-class submarines are ideally suited for covert 
surveillance, intelligence gathering and Special Forces 
missions. This stealth, when combined with the submarine's 
Tomahawk cruise missiles, mines and torpedoes, provide the 
operational commander with an unseen force multiplier. 
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6. USS Nimitz Crew Gets Official Everett Welcome 
(HERALD BUSINESS JOURNAL (EVERETT, WA ) 06 JUN 12) ... Kurt Batdorf 

EVERETT — Everett officially rolled out the welcome 
mat for the crew of the USS Nimitz during a benefit luncheon 
at the Edward D. Hansen Conference Center at Comcast 
Arena on Wednesday. 

The event attracted about 250 community and business 
leaders and elected officials. With the help of corporate 
sponsors, Economic Alliance Snohomish County and United 
Way of Snohomish County cleared $6,000 from the event, 
which they donated to the Navy-Marine Corps Relief Society. 

Everett Mayor Ray Stephanson, County Executive Aaron 
Reardon, Boeing defense executive Tim Peters and USO 
Puget Sound Area executive director Don Leingang, a past 
executive officer of Naval Station Everett, welcomed the 

Nimitz crew and the aircraft carrier’s commanding officer, 
Capt. Jeffrey Ruth. 

“Our community is enriched by the vitality, spirit and 
diversity of Navy families,” Stephanson said. “We look 
forward to engaging the USS Nimitz family as neighbors, 
friends and colleagues.” 

“We want you to think of this as your home,” Reardon 
told the sailors. 

“I want to thank you for the exceptional welcome we’ve 
received,” Ruth said. “Many of you in this room were there for 
our arrival.” 

Ruth took over as the Nimitz’s commanding officer 
March 29, shortly after the carrier pulled into Naval Station 
Everett. The Nimitz replaces the USS Abraham Lincoln, 
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which left on its final deployment before a 45-month overhaul 
and refueling of its two nuclear reactors in Virginia. 

The Nimitz started sea training exercises Monday for its 
next deployment, Ruth said.  

“We will continue to enjoy your hospitality as our sailors 
are out to sea,” he said. 

When the Navy retires the USS Enterprise later this year, 
the Nimitz, at 37 years old, will become the Navy’s oldest 
carrier, Ruth said. But it’s also the Navy’s fastest carrier.  

How fast? one luncheon attendee asked. 
“We are very fast with two reactors, fast with one 

reactor,” Ruth said. 
For civilians, that translates to an official top speed of 35 

knots, he said. 
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7. Panetta Green Lights First Cyber Operations Plan 
(DEFENSE NEWS 06 JUN 12) ... Zachary Fryer-Biggs 

Secretary of Defense Leon Panetta has approved a new 
organizational framework, a plan designed as a “first step” 
towards standardized cyber operations, according to 
documents obtained by Defense News. 

The framework outlines a command structure that places 
more authority for both offensive and defensive operations 
under the geographic combatant commanders and creates Joint 
Cyber Centers (JCC) to serve as a link between combatant 
commanders and U.S. Cyber Command (CYBERCOM) 
Combat Support Elements that will provide intelligence 
information and operational know-how. 

In a memorandum marked “For Official Use Only” dated 
May 1, Panetta authorized the implementation of the 
transitional framework, called the Joint Staff Transitional 
Cyberspace Operations Command and Control Concept of 
Operations, and directed the secretaries of the military 
departments, chiefs of the military services, chairman of the 
joint chiefs of staff, CYBERCOM commander, and 
Department of Defense chief information officer among 
others, to act with haste. 

“It is imperative that we move quickly and put the 
transitional framework in place as soon as possible,” he said. 

The framework itself describes a present security situation 
in dire need of action. “The speed and intensity with which 
adversaries could exploit vulnerabilities in the DoD Global 
Information Grid jeopardizes the Department’s ability to 
execute successful military operations,” it says. 

To combat the problem and provide greater offensive 
capability, the new organizational structure includes standing 
up a JCC at each geographic combatant command by June 
2012, designed to serve as the “nexus for combatant command 
cyberspace enterprise.” The JCC will organize both offensive 
operations as well as protecting the networks employed by 
each combatant command, combining disparate 
responsibilities not previously concentrated locally. Each JCC 
is set to be composed of existing cyber personnel at each 
command, although experts expressed skepticism that this 
combination could result in sufficient staffing. U.S. Northern 
Command announced that it had stood up its own JCC May 22 
without specifying the details of the larger plan, although a 
DoD spokesman said information on the implementation of 
the plan and the creation of other JCCs was not immediately 
available. 

The framework also includes standing up a CYBERCOM 
staffed combat support element at each geographic command. 
The two would work together to complete cyber tasks, with 
the CSE providing a link back to CYBERCOM and its 
collection of talent and intelligence. 

“The JCC and CSE, collocated at each Combatant 
Command, will work toward the common goal of effective 
and efficient planning, allocation, and synchronization of 
cyber effects in three cyberspace LOOs (Lines of Operation) 
with the Combatant Commander’s campaign plans and 
operations while maximizing unity effort,” it says. 

Experts voiced concern at the implementation of the plan, 
citing staffing issues, budget issues, and a general lack of 
specific mechanics. “A bunch of intel dorks wrote this not 
understanding how people interact or how things work,” a 
former intelligence officer said. 

The document outlining the framework, also labeled for 
restricted circulation, attempts to strike a careful balance 
between the increase of capability and authority at the 
geographic combatant commands, and the continued 
concentration of cyber capabilities at CYBERCOM. 
Historically, the National Security Agency (NSA) has been the 
home of most cyber operational capabilities, and only with the 
creation of CYBERCOM, which reached full operational 
capability in late 2010, have many of those capabilities begun 
to gain greater exposure outside of the intelligence 
community. Still, many capabilities remain beyond the reach 
of combatant commanders, an issue meant to be rectified by 
the new plan. 

While CYBERCOM will be assisting the combatant 
commands by staffing combat support elements, the creation 
of the JCCs adds a localized capability not previously present. 
Experts said that finding suitable personnel would be an issue 
as talent is scarce and the expanded need for capable 
personnel does not include funding. Much of the military’s 
cyber talent resides at Ft. Meade and CYBERCOM, meaning 
that many operations might best be carried out from a 
centralized location instead of at the combatant commands. 

“Some cyberspace operations can be contained within an 
AOR [Area of Responsibility] and are of immediate interest to 
a specific GCC [Geographic Combatant Command] and its 
components; however, most cyberspace operations have the 
potential to cause simultaneous effects at the global, theater, 
and local levels that make them transregional in nature and of 
interest to a broader community,” the framework says. “Given 
this complex interrelationship, providing all cyber support 
forward in the GCCs is neither feasible nor desirable. Many 
cyber capabilities can be provided through, and in some cases 
only through, reachback.” 

The document does, however, maintain the need for 
forward capability. “At the same time, GCCs must be able to 
operate and defend tactical and constructed networks or be 
assured their critical networks are operated and defended, and 
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synchronize cyber activities related to accomplishing their 
operational objectives.” 

Panetta, seemingly anticipating concerns about resources 
and staffing, emphasized the need for quick action regardless 
of resource limitations in his memorandum. 

“Although I expect you may find that you need additional 
resources to implement a complete and enduring C2 
(command and control) framework within your commands, 
speed is important,” he said. 

Experts also voiced concern about the lack of specifics on 
how the new JCCs and CSEs would interact and the fact that 
neither the Department of State nor Department of Homeland 
Security were included. “Nowhere is state mentioned,” an 
industry source said. “At some point you need to provide them 
with some optics.” 

The transitional strategy, the outline of which was 
initially agreed upon in a January 30 Joint Chiefs of Staff 
Tank meeting, does not specify when the CSEs are set to be 
stood up, although U.S. Central Command’s CYBERCOM 
CSE is already fully operational and U.S. Pacific Command 
(PACOM) is in the process of standing up its own capability. 
The framework leaves the timeline for other CSEs open 
depending on available resources. The CSE at PACOM has 
been the subject of a good deal of bickering, a source said, as 
the CSE ultimately answers to CYBERCOM, frustrating staff 
at the combatant command. 

But the fact that subject experts from CYBERCOM and 
the combatant commands will be interacting in the new plan 
with a designated JCC, as opposed to commanders interacting 
who may not have technical knowledge, could make the new 
structure better at producing results. “What’s huge is that I’ve 
now got an operator telling other operators what to do, as 

opposed to relying on a bunch of intelligence guys,” another 
industry source said. 

Although there have been efforts within the military 
command structure to reconsider operations in cyberspace, the 
fact that this new framework was authorized by the Secretary 
of Defense means that the issue is being taken seriously, the 
source said. “It’s interesting in that this is coming from 
civilian leadership, not CYBERCOM,” the source said. 

The development of the framework was mentioned by 
Assistant Secretary for Global Strategic Affairs Madelyn 
Creedon in March testimony before the House Armed 
Services Committee, although she mentioned the framework 
along with the development of standing rules of engagement 
in the same breath. 

“The department is currently conducting a thorough 
review of the existing rules of engagement for cyberspace,” 
she said. “We are working closely with the joint staff on the 
implementation of a transitional command and control model 
for cyberspace operations. This interim framework will 
standardize existing organizational structures and command 
relationships across the department for the application of the 
full spectrum of cyberspace capabilities.” 

The framework does not address any of the questions 
surrounding the legality of a variety of cyber activities, and 
does not settle the fierce debate over rules of engagement. 
That debate centers on the division of responsibilities between 
combatant commands, the intelligence community, and DHS, 
and has been brewing for years. 

A final framework, based on lessons learned from the new 
transitional plan, is set to be mapped out within the year, the 
document said. 
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8. Poll Shows Nuanced Views On Cyberthreats 
Government's role at issue 
(WASHINGTON POST 07 JUN 12) ... Ellen Nakashima and Jon Cohen 

Americans are divided about what role, if any, 
Washington should play in setting and enforcing cybersecurity 
standards for companies that provide critical services such as 
electricity and banking, according to a new Washington Post 
poll. 

There is limited support for government mandates, but 
there is no broad-based call for government to stay away, even 
among Republicans. 

About as many Republicans say government should 
require security standards as say it should avoid the issue 
entirely. Democrats are split on the matter as well. 

The results reflect a degree of nuance not found on 
Capitol Hill, where lawmakers are considering a bill, backed 
by the White House, that would require industries to meet 
specific cybersecurity standards to protect their systems from 
attack. Democrats largely support the bill; most Republicans 
oppose it, saying it would add burdensome regulations that 
would stifle innovation. 

The Obama administration has pushed hard to get 
Congress to move on legislation. Officials recently walked 
lawmakers through a mock computer attack on the electrical 
grid in New York City during a summer heat wave to 
demonstrate the risks of inaction. 

Leon Panetta, now defense secretary, warned when he 
was CIA director that “the next Pearl Harbor that we confront 
could very well be a cyberattack.” 

FBI Director Robert S. Mueller III has said cyberattacks 
probably will overtake terrorism as the major threat facing the 
United States. 

National Security Agency Director Keith Alexander, who 
also heads the U.S. Cyber Command, has said that “a purely 
voluntary and market-driven system is not sufficient” to 
protect critical networks. 

Some experts say that only an actual cyberattack shutting 
down an electrical grid or Wall Street, for example, will 
prompt action. 

“We will talk and we will debate, but we will not act,” 
said Mike McConnell, a former director of national 
intelligence and former NSA director. “It will take a 
catastrophic event to galvanize the government and the public 
to require higher cybersecurity standards to protect the 
nation.” 

According to the poll, 39 percent of Americans favor a 
government mandate, 28 percent say government should 
encourage but not require standards, and 26 percent say the 
government should stay out of the issue. 
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The survey also found that Americans are divided on 
whether Congress should pass legislation that would make it 
easier for the government and the private sector to exchange 
data about security threats in cyberspace if the exchange could 
involve content from people’s e-mail and Internet activity. 

In the poll, 46 percent of Americans say they believe an 
information exchange between U.S. companies and the 
government is justified if it helps thwart cyberattacks, even if 
it could encroach on personal privacy. About as many, 43 
percent, say such an exchange is not justified. 

If such legislation includes protections against the release 
of names and other identifying information from e-mail and 
other Internet content, support jumps to 65 percent for a 
system in which companies share cyberthreat data with 
government officials. The House passed a data-sharing bill, 
but the White House has threatened to veto it over privacy and 
other concerns. 

In general, the poll found, people worry more about 
getting a computer virus and having their financial 
information stolen than they do about someone reading their e-
mail or knowing what Web sites they have visited. But about a 
third of Americans are concerned about those issues as well. 

“Americans want both privacy and better cybersecurity,” 
said Greg Nojeim, senior counsel at the Center for Democracy 
and Technology, a civil liberties group. “It’s a huge challenge, 
but Congress has to deliver both.” 

About four in 10 Americans think it is unlikely that a 
major cyberattack will hit the government or industry in the 
next year, a finding that has not changed much over the past 
decade despite experts’ warnings that the threat of such an 
attack has grown. 

Part of the reason Americans are not more concerned, 
experts say, is that the country has not experienced a major 
destructive attack. 

“It doesn’t have the visual bang that a bomb or traditional 
kinetic attack would have,” said Frank Cilluffo, director of 

George Washington University’s Homeland Security Policy 
Institute. 

Scaremongering is not effective, he said. “We don’t want 
to say, ‘The sky is falling,’ ” he said. “But we could have one 
heck of a rainy day.” 

The capability exists, for instance, to knock out power or 
phone and Internet communications in a city, Cilluffo said. 
The United States and Israel teamed up on a covert cyber-
operation to damage centrifuges in an Iranian nuclear facility, 
but the effects took place over months and no machines 
outside Iran were damaged. 

The public also has mixed views on how prepared the 
government and businesses are to deal with a major 
cyberattack. 

In general, only about a third of Americans believe the 
government is prepared to handle a cyber-attack, a view that 
has not changed appreciably since 2002, when a similar poll 
was conducted. 

As for the private sector, 28 percent of Americans think 
businesses are prepared, while 31 percent think they are not 
prepared. Again, the numbers have not changed markedly in 
10 years. 

Americans across party lines see a range of potential 
aggressors in cyberspace. About 26 percent of those who 
express concern about a destructive attack see China as the 
greatest threat, while 19 percent single out al-Qaeda as the 
likeliest perpetrator. Iran and Russia also make the short list, 
based on an open-ended question. 

The telephone poll was conducted May 17 to 20 among a 
random national sample of 1,004 adults. Results from the full 
survey have a margin of sampling error of plus or minus 3.5 
percentage points. 

Polling manager Peyton M. Craighill and polling analyst 
Scott Clement contributed to this report. 
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9. U.S. Maritime Cooperation In Africa  
(BIZCOMMUNITY (AFRICA) 06 JUN 2012) 

According to DefenceWeb, HSV-2 Swift, a non-
commissioned, high-speed hybrid catamaran chartered to the 
United States Navy Military Sealift Command, is visiting a 
number of South African ports as part of her Africa 
Partnership Station (APS) mission. 

It is visiting Cape Town's Simon's Town, East London 
and Durban before going to Mozambique and thereafter 
continuing up the east African coast. 

The APS is the US Naval Forces Africa's (NAVAF) 
flagship maritime security cooperation program, aiming to 
build maritime safety and security by increasing awareness, 

response capabilities and infrastructure. Through APS, US 
Africa Command (AFRICOM) and NAVAF conduct 
engagement activities with international partners and 
governmental/non-governmental organisations.  

The Australian built Swift is privately owned and 
operated by Sealift Inc and chartered to the United States 
Navy Military Sealift Command for her humanitarian 
partnership missions. Its operating crew is made up of civilian, 
US Naval and Marine members. During its APS engagement, 
the Swift transports training teams to conduct maritime 
training with regional services - both civil and maritime. 
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10. Navy Plans To Increase Training, Testing 
(PANAMA CITY NEWS HERALD 06 JUN 12) ... Jalerie Garman 

PANAMA CITY — Jene Nissen, project manager for 
U.S. Navy Atlantic Fleet Training and Testing, cites realistic 
training for Navy sailors as nothing less than critical. 

As required by the National Environmental Policy Act, 
the U.S. Navy held a public meeting Wednesday to inform the 
public and answer any questions on the Draft Environmental 

Impact Statement and Overseas Environmental Impact 
Statement for Navy training and testing activities conducted in 
the Atlantic Fleet Training and Testing Study Area, which 
includes the Gulf coast. 
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 “We are looking to increase training and testing,” Nissen 
said. “The Navy is starting to focus more on at-sea threats like 
submarines and mines.”  

Many of the training and testing activities involve active 
sonar and explosives. 

“The proposed action is to train and test in a realistic 
manner while following environmental models,” Nissen said. 

The 1,000-page draft is composed mostly of current Navy 
practices, Nissen said, but will focus on more realistic training 
and testing to better prepare Navy sailors for at-sea threats. 

 The Navy renews the statement every five years. The 
current draft, once reauthorized, will span 2014 to 2019. 

One of the major issues addressed in the analysis focuses 
on the impact that Navy testing has on marine animals.   

“We do test and train with explosives,” Nissen said. 
“There is a lot of concern about sound impacts on marine 
mammals — that really is the biggest issue.” 

Nissen said the major environmental impacts of testing 
with explosives come from behavioral reactions from different 

marine species, but the Navy is working to mitigate the effects 
by closely monitoring areas during testing. 

“Those behavioral reactions seem to be temporary,” 
Nissen said. “They may just initially startle and return to 
normal.” 

He said while the Navy is working to minimize the risk, 
they cannot mitigate all of the behavioral reactions. 

“We also do some testing events in the surf break and 
shore line,” Nissen said. “There is also mitigation for the 
safety of the public.” 

The Navy also monitors water quality and impacts on 
sediment in the area. 

“We looked at all facets of what could occur,” Nissen 
said. “It is minimal.” 

The public meeting at the Hilton Garden Inn on U.S. 231 
was an “open house” format, with members of the public 
coming in and out looking at the information. 
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11. State, Military Firefighters Continue To Battle Brush Fire 
(HONOLULU STAR-ADVERTISER 06 JUN 12) ... Gregg K. Kakesako 

Nine people took refugee in a Red Cross Shelter at 
Waianae District Park Tuesday night to escape the season's 
largest Oahu wildfire, which began Monday. 

At least one Marine Corps CH-53 helicopter was to rejoin 
the Honolulu Fire Department's air operations this morning, 
the Navy said. 

The blaze has destroyed nearly 1,200 acres of brush. 
Residents were asked to evacuate on Hale-ahi Road at 

about 2 p.m. Tuesday because of heavy smoke from the fire, 
said Terry Seelig, fire department spokesman. 

Six fire companies remained in the area overnight 
monitoring the fire on the ridge of the Waianae Mountain 
Range and extinguishing hot spots that have endangered 
homes and businesses in Lualualei and Waianae Valleys. 

Seelig said one flare-up threatened a home on Haleahi 
Road Tuesday night. 

No one has been injured since the fire began on 
government property near the Lualualei Naval Magazine at 1 
p.m. Monday. 

Today, at least 25 federal fighters are in Lualualei Valley 
to try to extinguish all hots pots in the area where the fire 
started, the Navy said. 

Property damage has been confined to several farm 
structures that were destroyed by the blaze. 

Butch DeTroy, manager of the Kaala Farms Cultural 
Learning Center on Waianae Valley Road, said the wildfire 
destroyed an A-frame grass hale Tuesday that had been used 
as a classroom for up to 60 students. 

The fire also destroyed half of a two-mile pipeline that 
supplies water to Kaala Farms taro fields. 

DeTroy said he was forced to leave area Tuesday morning 
before the fire swept through his property. 

Firefighters were able to save a kitchen facility, but the 
grass hale, which was 30 feet high, was destroyed. 

He said a stream that borders the Waianae Kai Forest 
Reserve probably prevented the fire from creeping down the 
moutain into the nature preserve — home to native koa, 
sandalwood and aalii. 

State Department of Land and Natural Resources 
firefighters were trying to make sure the fire doesn't reach the 
top of a ridge where endangered plants and native tree snails 
live. 

They joined county and federal crews battling the fire, 
which spread over the ridge to the Waianae Kai Forest 
Reserve, home to native koa, sandalwood and aalii. 

Return to Index 
 
 

GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
12. Putin Says To Push Military Ties With China 
(REUTERS 06 JUN 12) ... Gleb Bryanski and Ben Blanchard 

Russian President Vladimir Putin said on Wednesday he 
will boost military cooperation with China, including holding 
more joint exercises, after the United States announced plans 
to shift most of its warships to the Asia-Pacific by 2020. 

Putin referred to recent Sino-Russian joint navy exercises 
in the Yellow Sea as an example of military cooperation 
which, he said, would go on. 

"We will continue cooperation also between our military," 
he told Chinese Vice President Xi Jinping in Beijing, where he 

is attending a security summit and meeting his Chinese 
counterpart, Hu Jintao. 

"Recently joint navy exercises were held in the Yellow 
Sea, and they were the first of such exercises. We have agreed 
with Chairman Hu that we will continue such cooperation," 
Putin said. 

Chinese and Russian naval forces held six days of 
exercises in the Yellow Sea off China's east coast in April, 
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with drills including anti-submarine operations and the rescue 
of hijacked vessels. 

China deployed 16 ships and two submarines, while 
Russia sent four warships from its Pacific fleet, according to 
Chinese state media. 

"We assign an important role to the joint initiative on 
strengthening security in the Asia-Pacific region and in this 
context we will maintain the relationship between our 
militaries," Putin said in an earlier statement. 

"We favor the formation of an open and equal-minded 
security and cooperation architecture in the region, based on 
the principles of international law," he said. 

China and Russia have forged close economic and 
diplomatic ties following years of hostility and suspicion 
during a large part of the Cold War, and both have looked 
askance at U.S. military involvement in what they view as 
their backyards. 

U.S. Defense Secretary Leon Panetta said on Saturday the 
United States would reposition its naval fleet so that 60 
percent of its battleships would be in the Asia-Pacific by the 
end of the decade, up from about 50 percent now. 

China has long been wary of U.S. intentions, with 
hawkish voices in the People's Liberation Army saying that 
the United States was bent on encircling China and crippling 
its rise. 

China's fast-modernizing navy has stirred worries among 
neighbors, including in Southeast Asia, where several 
countries are in dispute with China over territorial claims in 
the South China Sea. 

Under the U.S. plans, Panetta announced the Navy would 
maintain six aircraft carriers assigned to the Pacific. Six of its 
11 carriers are now assigned to the Pacific, but that will fall to 
five when the USS Enterprise is decommissioned soon. 

The number will return to six when a new carrier, the 
USS Gerald R. Ford, is completed in 2015. 

The U.S. Navy had a fleet of 282 ships as of March. That 
is expected to slip to about 276 over the next two years before 
beginning to rise toward the goal of a 300-ship fleet, according 
to a 30-year Navy projection released in March. 
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13. Sea Games 
US, China Woo India For Control Over Asia-Pacific 
(TIMES OF INDIA (MUMBAI) 07 JUN 12) ... Rajat Pandit and Sachin Parashar 

NEW DELHI: With the Asia-Pacific region emerging as 
the theatre of escalating US-China rivalry, India on 
Wednesday found itself in a rare and enviable situation: of 
being wooed by the competing giants. 

Visiting US defence secretary Leon Panetta said India 
would be "a linchpin" in America's unfolding new defence 
strategy that revolves around "re-balancing" its forces 
"towards" Asia-Pacific, while Chinese vice premier Li 
Keqiang told foreign minister SM Krishna that Sino-Indian 
ties would be the most important bilateral relationship in the 
21st Century. 

Li's remark to Krishna, on the sidelines of the SCO 
summit in Beijing, is significant not just because he is slated 
to take over as China's premier from Wen Jiabao after the 
transition process starting July this year is over. But also since 
it virtually echoed US President Barack Obama's statement 
earlier to Indian Parliament terming the ties between the two 
democracies as the "defining partnership of 21st century". 

Panetta said, "America is at a turning point. After a 
decade of war, we are developing the new defence strategy. In 
particular, we will expand our military partnerships and our 
presence in the arc extending from the Western Pacific and 
East Asia into the Indian Ocean Region (IOR) and South Asia. 
Defence cooperation with India is a linchpin in this strategy." 

China, which after the over 5,000-km Agni-V missile's 
test had sniggered at India for harbouring super-power 
ambitions, seems to have switched to a conciliatory tone and, 
suddenly, respectful of New Delhi's strategic autonomy. 

The tactic found expression in the People's Daily which 
gushingly proclaimed that India with an independent foreign 
policy could not be manipulated, even as it slammed the new 
US strategy that includes progressively shifting 60% of the 
formidable American naval combat fleet to Asia-Pacific. 

Recognizing Asia-Pacific's emergence as the new 
economic hub, the US has decided to focus on the region as 

part of what they call the pivot towards Asia. The new 
strategic posture has been welcomed by the countries in the 
region which have been at the receiving end of the muscle 
flexing by China that claims the entire South China Sea as its 
exclusive domain. 

Caught between? 
The unfolding rivalry creates problems for India. It is 

uneasy about China's aggrandizement and wants unhindered 
access to and through the South China Sea. Yet, it does not 
want to be seen as being part of any American grand design to 
contain China, already miffed with the new strategy being 
enunciated by the US. 

India wants to further step up its defence cooperation with 
the US on a bilateral basis but clearly does not want additional 
naval forces in an already-militarized IOR and surrounding 
regions. 

Defence minister AK Antony indirectly conveyed to 
Panetta that the US needed to recalibrate or rethink the policy. 
He emphasized there was a "need to strengthen the 
multilateral security architecture" in the Asia Pacific and that 
it must "move at a pace comfortable to all countries 
concerned". 

Antony, however, did say India fully supported 
"unhindered freedom of navigation in international waters for 
all", given its own bitter experience of being needled by China 
in the contentious South China Sea. 

But in another indication of India not being supportive of 
US actively jumping into the fray in South China Sea, where 
China is jostling with countries like the Philippines, Taiwan, 
Vietnam, Malaysia and Singapore on territorial claims, 
Antony said it was "desirable" that the "parties concerned 
themselves should settle contentious matters in accordance 
with international laws". 

Panetta, after earlier ruffling the prickly Chinese feathers, 
on Wednesday also struck a conciliatory note. Delivering a 
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lecture, he said that even as India and the US "deepen" their 
bilateral defence partnership, the two would also seek to 
strengthen their ties with China. 

"We recognise China has a critical role to play in 
advancing security and prosperity in this region. The US 
welcomes the rise of a strong, prosperous and a successful 
China that plays a greater role in global affairs - and respects 
and enforces the international norms that have governed this 
region for six decades," he said. 

India was pleased with the outcome of the Krishna-Li 
meeting, making the Indian foreign minister one of the first 
leaders to have any substantial interaction with next 
generation of Chinese leaders. 

Xi Jinping, who has been anointed successor to President 
Hu Jintao, was scheduled to visit India last year but it never 
materialized. Many described it as a missed opportunity for 
India in engaging the leader who would be president. 

But on Wednesday, India had reason to be happy. 
"Repeatedly emphasizing how important ties were between 
the two countries, Li told the foreign minister that he looked 
upon the ties between the two nations as the most significant 
bilateral relationship of the 21st century," said an official. 

Krishna, who will also meet Chinese foreign minister 
Yang Jiechi on Thursday, had on his way to Beijing said there 
were no contentious issues between the two countries apart 
from the border dispute. 
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14. India Not Sold On Closer Military Ties With U.S. 
Panetta seeks greater defense cooperation. But New Delhi seems focused on arms sales. 
(LOS ANGELES TIMES 07 JUN 12) ... David S. Cloud and Mark Magnier 

NEW DELHI -- Defense Secretary Leon E. Panetta urged 
India on Wednesday to build a closer military relationship 
with the United States, but Indian leaders appeared more 
interested in buying U.S. weapons than in aligning 
strategically with Washington. 

Senior Indian officials made it clear in two days of talks 
that they will continue to set their own course on U.S. national 
security priorities, including isolating Iran and building up 
Afghanistan's military forces, sometimes in tandem with 
Washington and sometimes not. 

Panetta is visiting Asia this week to bolster military ties as 
the Obama administration, wary of China's growing clout in 
the region, seeks to reassert America's presence in the Pacific 
after a decade of war in Iraq and Afghanistan. 

The Pentagon chief described enhanced defense 
cooperation with India as "a linchpin" of the new strategy. But 
India has charted an independent foreign policy for decades, 
and its response was decidedly cool. 

Panetta held meetings with Prime Minister Manmohan 
Singh, Defense Minister A.K. Antony, National Security 
Advisor Shivshankar Menon and other government officials. 
But he did not hold a joint news conference with his Indian 
counterpart, as he usually does when he visits friendly 
countries. 

"We'll never be an alliance partner with the U.S.," said 
Lalit Mansingh, an analyst and a former Indian ambassador to 
Washington. "The limit is a partnership." 

The Pentagon has stationed tens of thousands of troops, 
plus aircraft and warships, at bases in Japan and South Korea 
since the end of World War II. But the U.S. withdrew from 
most of Southeast Asia after the Vietnam War ended in 1975, 
and major bases in the Philippines closed in the early 1990s. 

The U.S. maintains a large Navy ship and submarine 
support facility and air base on Diego Garcia, a British-
controlled atoll in the Indian Ocean. It has no bases in India. 

The new strategy aims to restore a U.S. military presence 
across the Asia-Pacific region, but not by building permanent 
bases or deploying large forces. 

Instead, Panetta emphasized, the United States seeks to 
build up the militaries of friendly governments with arms sales 
and joint training with U.S. forces deployed on short rotations. 
The message was meant to reassure Indian officials, who are 

eager to modernize their armed forces but not to appear too 
cozy with Washington. 

"Our vision is a peaceful Indian Ocean region supported 
by growing Indian capabilities," Panetta said in a speech at the 
Institute for Defense Studies and Analyses, a think tank 
associated with the Indian military. "America will do its part 
... but the fundamental challenge is to develop India's 
capabilities so it can respond to challenges." 

U.S. officials have said publicly that the new strategy is 
not aimed at confronting China, but Panetta's trip took him to 
India and Vietnam, two of China's historic rivals. Both nations 
have border and territorial disputes with Beijing and concerns 
about its expanding military might. 

Senior officials traveling with Panetta said they hoped 
India would take a greater role in training Afghan army and 
police forces as the U.S. and its allies withdraw combat troops 
from Afghanistan over the next 21/2 years. 

India brings a small number of Afghan officers to its 
military academies for instruction. It has balked at sending 
Indian troops to Afghanistan, even as trainers. 

Panetta's travel plans don't include a stop in Pakistan, 
where CIA drone strikes this week killed Al Qaeda's No. 2 
leader. Pakistan has repeatedly condemned the drone attacks 
as a violation of its sovereignty. It has also refused to allow 
truck convoys to supply U.S. and NATO troops in 
Afghanistan since errant U.S. airstrikes killed 24 Pakistani 
soldiers in November, causing severe strains in relations. 

In answer to a question at the think tank, Panetta was 
blunt about the problems between Islamabad and Washington. 

"It's a complicated relationship, oftentimes frustrating, 
oftentimes difficult," he said. "They have provided some 
cooperation. There are other times when frankly that 
cooperation is not there. But the United States cannot just 
walk away from that relationship." 

He urged India to improve relations with its traditional 
rival. The nuclear-armed neighbors have fought three wars 
since 1947. 

India is the world's largest arms importer. Washington 
was disappointed last year when U.S. companies lost out on a 
$12-billion deal to sell 126 fighter jets to New Delhi. 

India maintains that the U.S. offered older aircraft 
technology. Officials also bridle at what they see as U.S. 
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reluctance to transfer other sensitive technology, and 
Washington's insistence on after-sales, on-site inspections of 
equipment, part of U.S. policy to ensure sophisticated 
weapons aren't diverted to rogue states. 

There are some signs that New Delhi and Washington are 
finding some middle ground, analysts said. 

Several arms deals in the pipeline, amounting to about $8 
billion in sales, have been signed with U.S. companies, 

partially allaying concern on Capitol Hill that India isn't fully 
committed to a defense relationship. 

Both sides reportedly also are looking for ways to prevent 
diversion of sensitive technology without intrusive 
inspections. 
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15. Philippines President Visits U.S. As Allies Eye China 
(REUTERS 07 JUN 12) 

WASHINGTON -- Philippines President Benigno Aquino 
arrived in the United States on Wednesday for a visit that will 
highlight the Southeast Asian archipelago's growing 
importance in U.S. strategic thinking, as the White House 
“pivots” to Asia and both countries worry about China's 
intentions. 

Aquino, well-regarded by the U.S. government, not least 
for his battles against corruption, is being accorded a White 
House meeting on Friday with President Barack Obama. 

That meeting comes as Washington has begun helping 
Manila beef up its modest military capacities in the face of a 
confrontation with China over contested South China Sea 
reefs. 

The United States, colonial ruler of the Philippines from 
1898-1946 and a treaty ally with Manila since 1951, has 
embraced the Philippines as part of a policy that makes the 
Asia-Pacific region the center of U.S. security and economic 
strategy. 

“The meeting between President Aquino and President 
Obama will lay the groundwork for the future of the strategic 
partnership between the Philippines and the United States,” 
said Jose Cuisia, the Philippines ambassador in Washington. 

Aquino will also meet senior U.S. lawmakers for 
“discussions on our bilateral economic and defense 
cooperation, the shift in the focus of the United States toward 
the Asia-Pacific and ways to revitalize our alliance,” the 
envoy said in a statement. 

Washington's “rebalancing” of forces to the Asia-Pacific 
region, a post-Cold War strategy two decades in the making, 
has accelerated under the Obama administration as a response 
to China's rapid military modernization and growing 
assertiveness in that region. 

A U.S. official said Washington saw Aquino as a leader 
who is “trying to do the right thing” to tackle the corruption, 
cronyism and red tape that have held back the economy of his 
nation of 93 million people. 

But the United States is moving cautiously in solidifying 
defense ties with Manila. The Philippines evicted the 
U.S.military from Naval Station Subic Bay in 1992, and 
nationalist sentiment remains high. 

No new U.S. bases 
Even as it fought wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, the United 

States kept more than 70,000 troops in a network of military 
bases in Japan and South Korea that date back to the 1950s. 

The Obama policy has focused on Southeast Asia and 
crafting flexible arrangements with other allies in Asia, 

Australia and the Philippines, and ship visits to Singapore and 
Vietnam. 

No new U.S. bases are envisioned under this scheme, 
although 2,500 U.S. troops will rotate through and train in 
Darwin, Australia. Any new arrangements with the Philippines 
would be smaller than the Australian program, U.S. officials 
say. 

U.S. Defense Secretary Leon Panetta said last weekend 
the Pentagon will reposition its naval fleet so 60% of its 
battleships are in the Asia-Pacific region by the end of the 
decade, up from about 50% now. The move drew a pledge 
from China's People's Liberation Army to increase its 
vigilance. 

In upgrading its military capability to protect its interests 
in disputed areas of the South China Sea, Manila has been 
looking to Washington for ships, aircraft and surveillance and 
equipment to build a credible defense posture. 

After high-level bilateral security and diplomatic talks in 
late April, the Obama administration pledged to increase its 
annual foreign military sales program to the Philippines to $30 
million, about three times the level of the 2011 program. 

“We've been working with the Philippines on military 
modernization for 12 or 13 years, very intensively,” said 
Walter Lohman, a Southeast Asia expert at the Heritage 
Foundation, a conservative Washington think tank. 

“The only thing that has changed is the urgency of this 
and the seriousness the Philippines has shown under the 
Aquino administration,” he said. 

U.S. balancing act 
Manila's new urgency stems from a months-long 

showdown with China at the Scarborough Shoal, a horse-shoe 
shaped reef near the Philippines in waters both countries 
claim. 

The United States is formally neutral on South China Sea 
territorial issues, complex disputes which also pit China 
against Vietnam and other Southeast Asian nations. 

Washington, however, has promoted multilateral 
diplomacy to handle the disputes - challenging China's 
insistence on bilateral talks with its weaker neighbors. 

“The United States has the dilemma of balancing the 
many, many vital interests we have in our relations with 
China, with our interests in Southeast Asia and it really is a 
balancing act,” said Southeast Asia security expert Don 
Weatherbee. 

Weatherbee, emeritus professor at the University of South 
Carolina, said that while Manila could not expect a “blank 
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check” from Washington in a territorial conflict with Beijing, 
U.S. credibility would face scrutiny. 

“It's not just a question of U.S.-Philippines relations. 

It's a question of the American security guarantee in East 
Asia and the Asia-Pacific. 
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16. Chairman: Asia-Pacific Will Challenge Military Leaders 
 (AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 06 JUN 12) ... Karen Parrish 

ABOARD A MILITARY AIRCRAFT – Creating 
thinking, adaptable leaders not only within U.S. forces but 
also with partner nations’ militaries is key to maintaining 
readiness against future threats, the chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff said. 

Returning from a weeklong visit to the Asia-Pacific that 
took him to Hawaii, Singapore, the Philippines and Thailand, 
Army Gen. Martin E. Dempsey told American Forces Press 
Service the U.S. military’s leader development system is 
something partner and allies’ forces are eager to take part in. 

“I would assert that the armed forces of the United States 
have the finest leaders in the world,” he said. “And they have 
the finest leaders in the world because of the way we train 
them and educate them, first and foremost.” 

The second part of that equation is the professional 
attitude the military requires of its leaders, Dempsey said. 
More than a job, uniformed service is a calling, he added. 

Thirdly, the chairman said, “We place them into situations 
-- over the last 10 years, those situations were called combat -- 
of uncertainty [and] complexity, where they’re uncomfortable. 
And we allow them to grow by confronting those challenges 
and problems, which makes them better leaders.” 

With operations concluded in Iraq and the Afghanistan 
mission transitioning away from combat, Dempsey said, the 
majority of the force over the next few years will be back in 
the business of preparing for war, rather than fighting. 

That means the military must find new challenges to 
sharpen its leaders, he said, and rebalancing toward the Asia-
Pacific provides them. 

“The opportunity that exists in the Asia-Pacific for us is to 
deploy small groups or individuals into unfamiliar 
circumstances with new partners, new cultures, new 
complexities, and encourage [leaders] -- and actually require 
them -- to confront them,” he said. “So they continue to grow. 
And to the extent that they continue to grow, they will be 
prepared for this uncertain future that we continue to talk 
about.” 

The chairman has repeatedly spoken of what he refers to 
as a security paradox: while the world overall is more peaceful 
than through much of its history, threats of both traditional and 
cyber-based attacks can now emanate from small groups or 
individuals as well as nations. 

Putting leaders in circumstances they haven’t faced 
before, with partners they’ve never worked with to confront 
common challenges, Dempsey said, will ensure the military is 
prepared for that wide range of possible threats. 

The chairman noted today’s military leaders must also 
work effectively with counterparts across government. 

“Since 2001, if we haven’t learned that national power is 
the aggregate of diplomatic, information, military and 
economic power, then we’ve been asleep at the switch,” he 
said. “And we’re not asleep at the switch.” 

Dempsey said he was probably a lieutenant colonel with 
22 years in service before he met anyone from the Department 
of State, and had completed around 26 years in uniform before 
he had any contact with U.S. Agency for International 
Development staffers. 

“In today’s military, every ensign or lieutenant, every 
master sergeant or master chief, had had some contact with 
some other agency of government, because we’re all in this 
thing together,” he said. 

When Defense Department leaders developed the strategy 
rebalancing forces to the Pacific, they shared it with the 
interagency, Dempsey said. 

“We actually briefed it at a National Security Council 
meeting, so that everybody understood what we were doing 
and everybody understood the opportunities that it would 
provide them,” he added. 

The military coordinates all its actions in the Asia-Pacific 
region through the U.S. Embassies there, the chairman said. 
“We don’t do anything in the region without the concurrence 
and support of ambassadors,” he said. “So it’s already a 
whole-of-government approach, [and] I think that in the future 
it will become increasingly so.” 

With effective collaboration across government, U.S. 
efforts in the region can achieve more than individual 
components acting alone can, he said. 

“We’re committed to doing that, and I think it makes us a 
little more coherent and understandable to our partners, as 
well,” the chairman added. 

Today’s military leaders, skilled in interagency 
cooperation and used to working effectively across the 
services, can bring a pattern of thinking to bear in Asia-Pacific 
operations that can benefit partner forces, Dempsey said. 

“As we confront something in the future that we simply 
can’t predict, we’ve got leaders with the intellect, the energy, 
the flexibility, the adaptability to deal with it,” he said. “[Our 
partners are] really eager to do that as well.” 

The chairman noted that in describing effective military 
leadership, he likes to use the example of hockey great Wayne 
Gretzky, who played 20 seasons and also contributed to the 
sport as a head coach. 

Gretzky was not an imposing figure, physically, in the 
rink, the chairman said, but he had great skill and something 
more. 

“He was the smartest guy on the ice,” Dempsey said. 
“And he would say that he succeeded because he skated to 
where the puck was going to be, and not where it is. That’s 
who we need to be -- we need to skate to where the puck is 
going to be. 

“We need to be the smartest players,” he continued. “We 
need to be the partners of choice -- and we are, by the way. 
We need to continue to promote our values, develop our 
leaders, invest in our military forces so that they’re the best 
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trained, the best equipped, and the most creative on the 
planet.” 

If America’s military forces maintain that excellence, 
they’d produce a deterrent against any potential adversary, the 
chairman said. 

“It won’t matter who is out there; if someone chooses to 
confront us, we’ll be ready for them,” he said. 
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17. Manned Chinese Submersible Plans Mariana Trench Dive In Mid June Or Early July 
(PACIFIC NEWS CENTER 07 JUN 12) ... Kevin Kerrigan  

GUAM -- Less than 3 months after James Cameron's 
historic solo dive to the bottom of the Mariana Trench, a 
Chinese Government sponsored expedition is headed to the 
trench to make a dive of its own in mid-June or early July. 

According to a report from China's state run Xinhua news 
agency posted on english.sina.com, the Chinese ship 
"Xiangyanghong 09" left the port city of Jiangyin on Sunday 
for the Mariana Trench. 

On January 6, 2009, U.S. President George Bush  
declared much of the Mariana Trench a U.S. National Marine 
Monument under the authority of the Antiquities Act of 1906. 

It is not clear yet whether the Chinese government has 
sought, or needs to seek, the permission of either the U.S. 
Government or the Federated States of Micronesia [FSM] to 
dive the Mariana Trench. 

The Challenger Deep is at the southern end of the 
Mariana Trench and lies within the territorial waters of the 
FSM. 

According to the report, the submersible aboard the 
"Xiangyanghong 09" is named "Jiaolong" after a mythical sea 
dragon. 

The "Jiaolong"  will be manned by 3 "oceanauts". They 
have been identified as Ye Cong, Fu Wentao and Tang Jialing. 
The expedition is being supported by nearly 100 scientists 
aboard the "Qing Dao". 

Ye Cong is the lead diver on the expedition, and he is 
quoted by Chinese media as saying that "the deep sea has 

amazing resources waiting to be discovered, such as 
hydrothermal sulfide and manganese nodules." 

It is not yet clear however, which portion of the trench the 
Chinese plan on diving, but it apparently won't be the 
Challenger Deep, the deepest known part of the Ocean. 

The Xinhua report states that the " Jiaolong" will dive  
"7,000 meters under the surface."  7,000 meters is just 23,000 
feet.  The Challenger Deep is 35,755 feet down. 

However, the Xinhua report also states the plan is to 
"attempt the world's deepest manned submersible dive."  

There have been numerous manned dives beyond 23,00 
feet, but only 2 manned dives have touched the bottom of the 
Challenger Deep. The first in 1960 when the bathyscaphe 
"Trieste" went to the bottom of the Challenger Deep with U.S. 
Navy Lt. Don Walsh and Swiss oceanographer Jacques 
Piccard aboard. Canadian explorer and filmmaker James 
Cameron repeated that feat in March when he made a solo 
dive to the bottom of the Deep. 

According to a report in International Business Times, in 
2010, China joined the U.S., France, Russia and Japan  "in the 
very exclusive group of countries capable of operating 
manned dives past more than 11,480 feet (3,000 meters) below 
the ocean surface."  

And just last summer, during a highly publicized dive that 
took place in the South China Sea, Chinese scientists planted 
the Chinese flag on the bottom of the seafloor, just as Russia 
planted its flag at the bottom of the Arctic Ocean in 2007. 
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18. Navy Rescues 150 Human Trafficking Victims 
(PHILIPPINE STAR 06 JUN 12) ... Roel Pareño  

ZAMBOANGA CITY, Philippines - The Philippine Navy 
(PN) has rescued at least 150 victims of human trafficking 
while being transshipped on a motor launch to Malaysia, a 
military official said Wednesday. 

Rear Admiral Armando Guzman, Naval Forces Western 
Mindanao (NFWM) chief, said the Philippine Navy set up the 
rescue operation after receiving a tip that a big group of 
people, who may attempt to illegally leave the country, were 
spotted in a private wharf in Zamboanga City. 

The Naval Intelligence Service Group (NISG) 
immediately conducted surveillance and tracked down the 

victims on board a motor launch in Pilas Island near Basilan 
province before the rescue operation was conducted Monday. 

The victims, who were mostly males, carried no legal 
documents to travel to Malaysia and appeared to have been 
illegally recruited in Sindangan, Zamboanga del Norte. 

The victims declined to identify their recruiter, but 
claimed they were promised to work in a construction site and 
a palm oil plantation in Malaysia. 

The Navy immediately brought the victims to the center 
for displaced persons of the Department of Social Welfare and 
Development (DSWD) based in the city. 
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19. Australia’s ANZACS: Changing Course On Surface Ship Repairs 
(DEFENSE INDUSTRY DAILY 06 JUN 12) 

Australia’s 8 ANZAC Class (MEKO 200 ANZ) frigates 
entered service from 1996 – 2006. In June 2012, Australia 
signed a repair and maintenance contract for its fleet that has 
an expected value of around A$ 300 million over its 5-year 
term, with the potential for additional rolling year-on-year 
contract extensions out to 10 years.  

The contract will cover a wide variety of systems, but 
Australia’s DoD says they won’t involve the the major radar 
and air defense system upgrades trialed on HMAS Perth, 
which are about the be added to the other 7 ships. 

This contract with Babcock Pty Ltd and UGL 
Infrastructure Pty Ltd’s joint venture, Naval Ship Management 
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(Australia), is a change and a milestone for the Royal 
Australian Navy. It will be the 1st of a series of grouped-asset, 
long term, performance-based contracts for the repair and 
maintenance of the Navy’s major surface ships. Australia’s 
DoD has been stung by revelations of poor maintenance on its 
ships, and found that the burdens of event by event tenders 
were creating more problems than they were solving. In the 
wake of its Rizzo Report, they were looking for a better model 

for the grouping or ‘batching’ of ship repair and maintenance 
jobs. Australia’s government wants more cost-certainty, more 
long-term familiarity with its ships, and better performance. 
Industry wants more predictability, certainty and stability, so it 
can retain skilled people and make investments. Time will tell 
if either or both parties end up getting what they want, but 
these new arrangements are the 1st step. 
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20. ISRO Plans To Launch Satellite For Navy In A Few Months 
GSAT-7 will be put into orbit by Ariane-5 rocket from French Guiana 
(THE HINDU 06 JUN 12) ... T. S. Subramanian 

The Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) has built 
a dedicated satellite for the Navy which will be launched in a 
few months by an Ariane-5 rocket from the Kourou island in 
French Guiana.  

The communication satellite that weighs 2.5 tonnes is 
currently undergoing thermo-vacuum tests at the ISRO 
Satellite Centre in Bangalore. But the space organisation has 
not so far officially acknowledged that the satellite is meant 
for the Navy and has given it an innocuous name, GSAT-7.  

It will be one of the several satellites to be launched by 
Ariane-5.  

“This is the first time that the ISRO is building a 
dedicated satellite for the Navy. It is meant for defence 
requirements. The Navy and other agencies [the Army and the 
Indian Air Force] will use it for their communication,” ISRO 
sources said.  

The GSAT series, built by the ISRO, are communication 
satellites which cannot be used for surveillance.  

The Navy will use GSAT-7 to communicate with its 
submarines, frigates, destroyers and aircraft from its centres 
on the shore.  

The ISRO's annual report for 2011-12 has sparse 
information on GSAT-7. It merely says, “GSAT-7, a multi-
band satellite, is planned to be launched on board a procured 
launcher during 2012.” The report, in another place, adds, 
“The satellite employs the standard 2.5 tonne bus platform 
with the power handling capability of around 2,600 W and a 
lift-off mass of 2,550 kg. All the mainframe and the payload 
elements have been delivered. The satellite will be ready for 
shipment for launch during 2012.”  

Communication satellite  
The ISRO's 2010-2011 report is a little more liberal with 

information. It says, “GSAT-7 is a multi-band satellite 
carrying payloads in UHF [ultra-high frequency], S-band, C-
band and Ku-band…The configuration of the satellite has 
been finalised and the design of the new payload elements is 
completed. The platform systems are under fabrication and 
payload sub-system realisation is on-going.”  

Although the ISRO planned to launch GSAT-7 in 2011 
onboard an indigenous Geo-Synchronous Satellite Launch 
Vehicle (GSLV) from Sriharikota, it has been forced to go 
abroad because of its failures with its GSLV in April 2010 and 
December 2010. The GSLV could not put GSAT-4 into orbit 
in April 2010 after its indigenous cryogenic engine failed to 
ignite. The next GSLV flight in December 2010, with a 
Russian cryogenic engine, failed too. It was to have hoisted 
into orbit GSAT-5P.  

These failures and the long time that is being taken to 
build the GSLV-Mark III rocket with an indigenous cryogenic 
engine have delayed the launch of Chandrayan-II and the 
ISRO's efforts to send an Indian astronaut into space.  

With the GSLV with an indigenous cryogenic engine yet 
to prove its mettle and its performance with a Russian 
cryogenic engine below par, the ISRO does not want to take 
chances with GSAT-7.  

“GSAT-7 is an operational satellite meant for the Navy. It 
has multi-frequencies. So we do not want to take chances,” 
explained the ISRO sources.  
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21. Pakistan Budget Up For Army, Air Force; Down For Navy 
(DEFENSE NEWS 06 JUN 12) ... Usman Ansari 

ISLAMABAD — Pakistan’s new defense budget 
increases funding for the Army and Air Force and slightly 
decreases it for the Navy, but challenging economic conditions 
put near-term procurements in doubt. 

The fiscal 2012-2013 defense budget, in current U.S. 
dollars, allocates $2.8 billion to the Army, an increase of $128 
million; $1.2 billion for the Air Force, an increase of $64 
million; and $562 million to the Navy, a $1.4 million decrease 
from the previous year. 

The defense budget does not, however, usually include 
procurement funding and is comprised mainly of wages and 
running costs with increases fueled by ongoing 
counterinsurgency efforts. 

Analyst and former fighter pilot Kaiser Tufail expects no 
new procurements in the near future. 

“There is no doubt that the government is facing a very 
serious funding issue, and modernization programs of all three 
services are on the back burner,” he said. 

“Although I’d like to keep politics aside, I suspect the 
government is keeping quite a bit of money to come up with 
various gimmicks just prior to the elections as well as during 
[vote buying], so defense matters are secondary for the time 
being,” he added. 

One high-profile Air Force procurement project, the FC-
20, a Pakistani-specific variant of the Chinese Chengdu J-10 
Vigorous Dragon multirole fighter, may be adversely affected 
by the poor economic and political climate, he said. 
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Tufail said proceeding with this procurement is “far-
fetched for the present.” 

He also criticized money he says is being wasted on what 
he considers “ill-conceived projects and operations.” As 
examples, he lists “sustaining Jacobabad Base,” which he said 
is being largely resupplied by air, has its entire power supply 
generated on site and is fully air conditioned, the ongoing 
Siachen operations, expensive staff cars, and VIP transport 
jets. 

“There seems to be no oversight of the Ministry of 
Defence or any other watchdog body,” he said. 

There are predictions that the defense budget will 
continue to incrementally grow, however, some analysts say 
these predictions are not realistic. 

“I don’t think we can increase the budget incrementally 
since the economy is not in such good shape. The largest part 
of the budget is, of course, spent on salaries and the rest on 
infrastructure and operations,” Tufail said. 

“There is nothing in Pakistan’s economic forecast that 
makes it feasible for an annual increment in line with the 
present one. But the fact is that, with the withholding of U.S. 
military aid, the money has to come from somewhere,” said 
former Australian defense attaché to Islamabad, Brian 
Cloughley. 

He also highlighted the effect of escalating operating 
costs. 

“I don’t think the world at large quite realizes what extra 
operating costs the Army is having to bear, with over 150,000 
Army and [Frontier Constabulary] troops deployed in the 
border regions — all because of the U.S. invasion of 
Afghanistan. The costs of fuel and rations, alone, are 
staggering. Then there’s the expensive matter of extra sorties 
by [ground attack fighters] and gunships. Not just the 
ammunition and ordnance, but the fuel and maintenance bills. 
People don’t realize what the Afghan war is costing Pakistan.” 
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22. Global Pirate Attacks Seen Declining By 24% Last Month 
(BLOOMBERG 06 JUN 12) ... Rob Sheridan 

Global pirate attacks on vessels fell to 25 in May 
compared with 33 the previous month, GAC Protective 
Solutions and AKE Intelligence said.  

There was one ship taken in May, compared with two in 
the previous month, according to a joint report by GAC and 
AKE. There were 10 fewer piracy incidents reported in the 
Arabian Sea compared with a year earlier, and two more 
attacks in the Persian Gulf and the Gulf of Oman.  

The number of pirate attacks this year so far totaled 169, 
compared with 148 by the end of April, AKE and GAC said. 
Average ransom amounts were about $5 million in May, 
compared with $4.8 million reported in April, according to the 
report. AKE Intelligence is a Hereford, England-based 
security and risk- assessment company, and GAC Protective 
Solutions is a maritime logistics company, with headquarters 
in Dubai.  
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23. U.S. Commander Visits Coastguard Commander 
(AL ARABIYA (BAHRAIN) 06 JUN 12) 

MANAMA, Bahrain - Vice Admiral John W. Miller, 
Commander of U.S. Naval Forces Central Command and U.S. 
Fifth Fleet today hailed the strides achieved by Bahrain 
Coastguard in using cutting edge technologies and serving the 
community.  

He visited Muharraq-based Coastguard Commander 
where he met Commander Brigadier-General Alaa Abdulla 
Siadi and other officers. Vice Admiral John W. Miller stressed 
US-Bahrain cooperation to promote maritime security.  
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24. Government Set For U-Turn On Aircraft Carrier 
(THE NEWS (PORTSMOUTH, UK) 06 JUN 12) ... Michael Powell  

The government is set to perform another U-turn in the 
Royal Navy’s £6bn aircraft carrier programme. 

The News understands the coalition’s plan to mothball 
one of the 65,000-tonne warships is to be scrapped. 

Instead, both HMS Queen Elizabeth and HMS Prince of 
Wales will enter operational service in Portsmouth later this 
decade – as was originally planned by the former Labour 
government. 

It follows the coalition’s recent backtracking on the type 
of fighter jets it will buy for the nation’s flagships. 

‘Planning assumptions are that both carriers will now 
enter service,’ a defence source told The News. 

The move, to be confirmed in the next defence review in 
2015, is being welcomed by the navy as it will offer the UK a 
continuous, year-round carrier capability. 

It could also secure hundreds of jobs at BAE Systems in 
Portsmouth due to double the repair and maintenance work. 

The plan to mothball one of the carriers was announced 
by David Cameron in the 2010 Strategic Defence and Security 
Review (SDSR) which opted to fit catapults and arrestor gear 
– cats and traps – to the flight deck of Prince of Wales. 

This was in order to fly the longer-ranged F-35C version 
of the US-built Joint Strike Fighter from the ship. 

But after cost estimates to install the gear rose to £2bn, 
Defence Secretary Philip Hammond reverted to the plan to 
buy the F-35B jump-jet variant of the aircraft, which don’t 
require cats and traps to take off and land. 

Defence ministers are keen that both ships are used. 
A source said: ‘When you go to the trouble and expense 

of building the Royal Navy’s largest-ever warships and will 
have fighter jets that can land on either of them, it makes 
absolute sense to put both of the ships to sea.’ 

An MoD spokeswoman said: ‘We are planning on having 
the first of the two carriers brought in on sea trials in 2017. 
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The decision on when the second ship will be brought in will 
be made during the SDSR in 2015.’ 

The move would be a welcome boost for BAE Systems 
workers in Portsmouth, who fear of mass redundancies once 
the work on building the carriers comes to an end in 2014. 

This is because the defence giant will profit from double 
the repair and maintenance work on the ships in the city.  

BAE is conducting a review of its shipbuilding business, 
which sparked rumours of 1,300 job cuts in Portsmouth.  

Yesterday The News revealed how BAE has urged the 
government to base the navy’s new frigates in Portsmouth to 
secure jobs in the city. 

A BAE spokeswoman said the review was ongoing and 
no decisions have been made. 

She said: ‘We are not working towards any specific 
timetable.’ 
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25. The Finnish Navy’s Latest Pride And Joy, Mine Countermeasure Vessel Katanpää, Is Lowered Into 
The Water In Turku 

Three-hour hoisting operation from the deck of a Dutch special cargo vessel 
(HELSINGIN SANOMAT 07 JUN 12) 

The headline is accurate, in the sense that the warship in 
question was not "launched" as such: she really was "lowered 
into the water". 

On Tuesday, the Finnish Navy’s first Katanpää-class mine 
countermeasure vessel was hoisted safely from the deck of the 
Dutch special cargo vessel, the Happy Dover, into the basin in 
the Turku Harbour. 

The strongest crane in the Turku Harbour is capable of 
lifting loads of up to 160 tonnes in weight. This was not 
enough for the Katanpää, which has a displacement of 680 
tonnes. 

Hence the first of the three Italian-made mine 
countermeasure vessels ordered by the Finnish Navy was 
gently lowered into the water using the Dutch heavy lift ship’s 
own two cranes, both of which are capable of handling a 
maximum load of 440 tonnes. 

For the duration of the lifting operation, the Happy Dover 
had been positioned sideways in the dock with the help of its 
anchor plus seven bow and six aft lines moored to the 
harbour’s bollards. 

The mooring lines had even been fitted with protective 
shields against rats entering the vessel, as is customary in the 
wider world, even though Turku harbourmaster Antti 

Pekanheimo suspected with a laugh that the shields rather 
“prevented rats from leaving the ship”. 

Well, the rats did not leave the ship, the Katanpää did not 
fall off its lanyards, and the Happy Dover did not keel over 
during the hoisting procedure, which lasted for a full three 
hours. 

The Katanpää was delivered two years behind its original 
schedule for the reason that the shipbuilder Intermarine's 
Sarzana shipyard near La Spezia, Italy, was overcome by a 
flood, not once but twice in the course of 2009, while the ship 
was on the stocks. 

According to the buyer, the vessel utilises the very latest 
technology in locating and destroying naval mines. The ship 
has indeed been equipped exceptionally comprehensively. 

The fact that the Italian shipbuilder has even gone to the 
trouble of providing different types of wine glasses for various 
wine varieties illustrates the level of the finishing touches. 

And this despite the fact that on board Finnish naval 
vessels alcohol is not even allowed. 

In the same vein, later on Tuesday the Katanpää was 
towed “dry” - in other words without any fuel, oil, or 
munitions - from the Turku harbour to the Pansio naval base, 
where it will receive its final fitting out.  
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26. Colombia’s Navy Seizes Cocaine Shipment In Boat Off Pacific Coast 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 06 JUN 12) 

BOGOTA, Colombia — Colombia’s navy says it has 
seized a shipment of 2.6 metric tons (2.9 tons) of cocaine 
aboard a boat off the country’s Pacific coast. 

Officials said the drug shipment was seized Monday in a 
joint operation with the U.S. Coast Guard. 

Capt. Jorge Tovar says the bust occurred about 70 miles 
(110 kilometers) off the Colombian state of Choco. He said it 
was the largest seizure in the past four years in the area. 

He said on Tuesday that four people were captured and 
that the cocaine had been bound for Central America. 

Navy Vice Adm. Hernando Wills said that on Monday 
authorities also found $650,000 in apparent drug money 
aboard another boat that seemed to be returning to Colombia 
from Central America. He said one person was arrested. 
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PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
27. 250 Gather At Naval Academy To Remember First African-American Graduate 
Lt. Cmdr. Wesley A. Brown, who died last month, 'paved the way' 
(BALTIMORE SUN 06 JUN 12) ... Scott Dance 

A man who was ostracized as one of the first black 
midshipmen at the U.S. Naval Academy was honored 

Wednesday, with a portion of his funeral services in an 
academy field house named in his honor. 
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More than 250 gathered in Annapolis to remember Lt. 
Cmdr. Wesley A. Brown, the first black graduate of the 
academy in 1949. Mourners included top Navy officials, the 
first black female graduate of the academy and the oldest 
living black graduate of any U.S. military service academy. 

"For many, this could be a somber day; I think it's an 
opportunity to reflect on a great man," said Adm. Jonathan 
Greenert, chief of naval operations. "He showed us that one 
person can make a difference." 

Brown, a Baltimore native, died last month at age 85. 
Brown started at the academy in 1945, after the first five 

black men to attend failed to complete their first year there. He 
graduated 370th out of nearly 800 graduates in 1949, gaining 
national media attention, and went on to have a 20-year career 
in the Navy. 

Speakers at the funeral service praised Brown's 
perseverance at the academy during a time that was still 
decades ahead of the civil rights movement. 

Kerwin E. Miller, a 1975 graduate of the academy, told a 
story of Brown spending hours cleaning his room ahead of an 
inspection only for it to be trashed while Brown was at class. 
The inspecting officer asked Brown if that was how he had left 
his room, and when he said no, the officer gave him no 
punishment. 

Maj. Gen. Charles F. Bolden of the U.S. Marines called 
himself "a child of Lt. Cmdr. Wesley Brown's sacrifice." 

"He paved the way that made it possible for all of us to be 
here today," Bolden said. 

The funeral service was held in the academy chapel at 11 
a.m., with a reception following in the Wesley Brown Field 
House, a facility completed and dedicated in Brown's name in 
2008. 
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28. Naval Warfare Development Command Hosts Junior Leadership Symposium 
 (NAVY NEWS SERVICE -6 JUN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Josue L. Escobsosa, Navy Public Affairs Support 
Element, Norfolk  

NORFOLK, Va. -- More than 400 junior Sailors 
participated in a junior leadership symposium hosted by the 
Naval Warfare Development Command (NWDC) on Naval 
Station Norfolk (NSN) June 6.  

The event included Sailors ranging from E-4 to O-5 in an 
effort by Navy leadership to use new technology and the tech 
savvy of younger Sailors. 

"Junior leaders can be our most creative demographic," 
said Rear Adm. Terry B. Kraft, commander NWDC. "They 
are very comfortable with new technologies and new ideas. 
What we find is that the people who are actually doing the job 
sometimes are the best at helping us realize how we can do 
our jobs better." 

The conference focused on the impact junior personnel 
can have on the Navy as a whole and encouraged attendees to 
embrace the challenges of an ever changing world. 

"Good ideas are everybody's property," said Kraft. "The 
idea of collaborative innovation is going to be huge." 

Among the innovations was the use of social media as a 
way for the free flow of ideas between junior and senior 
leadership, focusing on the vantage point and expertise of both 
sides. 

"You don't necessarily remove rank with social media, but 
it sort of becomes secondary," said Lt. Benjamin Kohlman, 
administrator for "Disruptive Thinkers," a collaborative social 
media group between junior Sailors and civilians. "You end up 
with a free-flow discussion of ideas. That's where things really 
start to pan out and you get the really innovative solutions 
from someone you may not have recognized who has the 
pedigree or you would think is an expert."  

"Technology is driving the Navy into the future," said 
Personnel Specialist 2nd Class (AW) Shaun Evans, from 
Expeditionary Combat Readiness Center. "It's the younger 
Sailors who are going to lead the Navy and they want our 
input on technology and the Navy's mission." 
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29. Sailor Serving In Afghanistan Gets Long-Distance Diploma From Los Angeles Valley College 
(LOS ANGELES DAILY NEWS 06 JUN 12) ... Dana Bartholomew 

She wore a cap and gown, held her head tall, even 
accepted a diploma Wednesday from Los Angeles Valley 
College.  

But Maria Elena Mendoza wasn't among the thousands of 
community college students across L.A. to graduate this week. 
Instead, she took the degree for her brother, Master-at-Arms 
2nd Class Erik Mendoza, a sailor serving in Afghanistan.  

"I'm extremely proud," she said before donning a 
veteran's sash in honor of her bro. "He's been able to deal with 
adversity and handle it well - getting the degree and still be 
able to serve his country.  

"And be a great dad to his autistic daughter."  
Mendoza was among the hundreds of grads at the Valley 

Glen campus to shake hands and accept associate's degrees 
amid cheers from family and friends at Monarch Stadium.  

They had endured ever-larger classes during years of state 
budget cuts. They had fought to get into cash-strapped four-
year schools.  

Some 833 grads ages 18 to 71 earned skills in nursing, 
computer science and more before hitting the bricks in a 
grindingly uncertain job market.  

But during the pomp of Wednesday's graduation, faculty 
cheerleaders didn't disappoint.  

"Graduates, it won't be long now. You have completed a 
very important phase of your education. I congratulate you, 
your family, your friends. You made it," L.A. Valley College 
President A. Susan Carleo told the crowd.  

Carleo noted nine veterans were among the graduating 
class.  

"We salute you," said, adding "Eric, if you're listening we 
look forward to your safe return and congratulations to you."  
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For Mendoza, the degree was a milestone after years at 
sea or guarding prisoners in the sands of Afghanistan.  

Growing up in North Hollywood in a house that struggled 
to feed four kids, the Grant High School graduate dreamed of 
becoming a cop.  

So after high school, he joined the Navy to become a 
master-of-arms, assigned to maintain law and order.  

He served two sea tours on the USS George Washington, 
a nuclear-powered supercarrier.  

Then the single dad returned home and enlisted in the 
Reserves, while helping care for his autistic daughter Hailey, 
now 10.  

Three years ago, he enrolled at L.A. Valley College to 
focus on behavioral sciences. He hopes to go to Cal State, 
Northridge, to study sociology, then launch a career working 
with troubled youth.  

He especially praised the college's veteran services, which 
now serves 335 former servicemen and women.  

After graduating with a 3.5 GPA last fall, the former disc 
jockey was called back to active duty in January. He now 

serves in U.S. Detainee Operations, when not volunteering for 
Operation Pencil - a program to help Afghan kids with school 
supplies, toys, arts and crafts.  

"When I got recalled, I knew being away would be 
difficult," said Mendoza, in an email from overseas on the 
68th anniversary of D-Day.  

"It's important that my sister walk the stage for me 
because she was a big part of my inspiration to return to 
school," he said. "I'm a proud parent of my autistic daughter, 
who also gives me drive to go to school."  

Carleo said Mendoza was "a shining example" of Valley 
College students giving back to the world.  

"His dedication and service to our country is 
commendable," she said, "and we are honored that his sister is 
here to celebrate his accomplishments."  

Maria Elena Mendoza, of Palmdale, will obtain her 
nursing diploma in December.  

"It's been a long road, but we finally got here," she said. 
"He's my brother: Anything I can do to help him."  
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30. Navy Chaplain Joins Pilgrimage 
(MARION COUNTY (KANSAS) RECORD 06 JUN 12) ... Ben Kleine 

Wichita priest Eric Weldon organized the first Father 
Emil Kapaun pilgrimage four years ago as a spiritual journey, 
a time for participants to reflect on their relationship with God.  

“You’re physically, emotionally, and spiritually drained. 
You ask the Lord to fill you up,” he said. “Life is a journey.”  

Some of the 84 participants in the three-day walk Friday 
through Sunday from Wichita to Pilsen came further than 
others. Father Joe Coffey is a U.S. Navy chaplain in charge of 
the recruitment effort for chaplains in St. Louis, Mo. He is 
originally from Philadelphia, Pa. He said he attended the mass 
for Emil Kapaun last year at the culmination of the pilgrimage. 
He vowed to return this year and participate in the walk. 

Coffey has an affinity for Kapaun because they have done 
the same work, albeit in different conflicts. 

Kapaun ministered to U.S. Army soldiers until his death 
in a North Korean prisoner of war camp during the Korean 
War. Coffey ministered to Marines fighting on the front lines 
in Afghanistan. 

“I would hear confessions,” Coffey said. “I would provide 
them with spiritual comfort. It’s a dual honor — on our collar 
we have our rank and a cross. We serve God and we serve our 
country.”  

The pilgrimage provided Coffey with some spiritual 
comfort. He said it was a good mixture of prayer — the group 
said the Rosary at different times when resting — and silent 
reflection. 

However, physical comfort eluded Coffey during the 60-
mile trek. 

“It humbled me,” he said. 
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FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
31. Lockheed Delivers LCS 3 To Navy Ahead Of Schedule 
(DOD BUZZ 06 JUN 12) ... Philip Ewing 

The Navy accepted delivery of the littoral combat ship 
USS Fort Worth on Wednesday, and praised contractor 
Lockheed Martin for the high quality of its second LCS. 

“Fort Worth showed significant improvement during her 
trials when compared to the first ship of the class, USS 
Freedom,” said the Navy’s program executive officer for 
Littoral Combat Ships, Rear Adm. James Murdoch, in a 
statement. 

“We’ve had two years to operate Freedom at sea, 
identifying typical, first-of-class deficiencies, learning lessons 
on her design and rolling those lessons into Fort Worth. That 
experience, plus the introduction of improved construction 
processes and shipbuilder facilities, greatly benefitted Fort 
Worth.” 

In its own statement, Lockheed proudly announced that it 
had signed over the Fort Worth about two months ahead of 

schedule, and promised that it would continue to drive cost 
and time out of the program as it continues serial production 
on the next four odd-numbered LCS ships: The USS 
Milwaukee, Detroit, Little Rock and Sioux City. 

The even numbered ships, including the fourth LCS, USS 
Coronado, are built by Austal USA in Mobile, Ala. 

As for the Fort Worth, its next major milestone is its 
commissioning, scheduled for Sept. 22 down in Galveston, 
Texas. Between now and then, its crew must move aboard, 
begin training and eventually sail the ship from its yard in 
Marinette, Wisc. Like Lockheed’s first-in-class USS Freedom, 
now based in San Diego, the Fort Worth will travel through 
the Great Lakes, up the St Lawrence Seaway and down the 
East Coast. Eventually it too will make port in San Diego, 
before being forward-deployed to Singapore. 
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The Navy and Lockheed have even higher hopes for the 
Fort Worth than they did for the Freedom — with the first ship 
as a “prototype” and a “testbed,” engineers could take its 
sometimes hard-won experience and incorporate that into the 
second. The Fort Worth does not need the external buoyancy 
tanks that were back-fitted onto the Freedom, for example, and 
officials also expect it to hold up much better against the kind 
of cracking and other wear that has bedeviled the Freedom. 
This, advocates say, is the beauty of LCS: By the third and 
fourth copies, Lockheed’s ships could be the Honda Accords 
of the seas, renowned for their build quality and long-lasting 
value — and what a bargain! Or so goes the sales pitch. 

A few steps back from this billboard, however, the full 
picture does not look as good. The Fort Worth now belongs to 
the American people and the LCS program is moving along, 
but it has taken a much longer time and much more money to 
reach this point. The interchangeable mission equipment the 

ship was built to carry won’t fully materialize for years, and 
the Navy has made clear it’s willing to take its time acquiring 
it. Meanwhile, planners and commanders are already making 
concessions about the likely limitations of the original LCS 
concept they’ve been boxed into. Before a single ship has ever 
taken an actual mission, the brass is acknowledging it might 
have to add more sailors, keep the ships out of some 
dangerous situations, and give them shorter deployments. 

The Fort Worth, in short, arrives as a sort of time capsule 
from a Navy of a different era. It’s in great condition, 
according to what the Navy says its Board of Inspection and 
Survey concluded — though you’re not allowed to see its 
report for yourself, of course — but the Fort Worth still may 
have to change a lot more to fit in the fleet of today and 
tomorrow. 
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32. Lockheed Gains As Contract Spending Falls, BGOV Ranking Shows 
(BLOOMBERG GOVERNMENT 07 JUN 12) ... Nick Taborek 

Lockheed Martin Corp., the world’s largest defense 
company, attracted more U.S. government contract revenue 
even as cuts weighed on many of its peers. 

The company’s direct contracts rose 10 percent to $42.9 
billion in the fiscal year that ended Sept. 30, from fiscal 2009, 
according to a Bloomberg Government study ranking the top 
200 federal contractors. Lockheed’s awards were almost 
double the $22.1 billion won by No. 2 vendor Boeing Co. 

The boost in Lockheed’s awards came as total spending 
on direct, or prime, contracts fell 3.5 percent to $532.6 billion 
in fiscal 2011 from the peak of $552 billion in fiscal 2009. Its 
share of total spending rose a percentage point to 8.1 percent 
during that period. 

“Lockheed has targeted pockets of growth such as health 
services and training to expand even in a tough federal 
market,” said Brian Friel, a Bloomberg Government analyst 
and author of the study. “Its wide portfolio of federal contracts 
allows the company to offset declines at agencies like NASA 
with increases at agencies like Veterans Affairs.” 

Lockheed was one of the exceptions among the largest 
vendors. Six of the top 10 contractors -- Boeing, BAE Systems 
Plc, L-3 Communications Holdings Inc., Northrop Grumman 
Corp., Raytheon Co. and SAIC Inc. -- experienced declines in 
awards from fiscal 2009 to fiscal 2011, according to the study 
to be released today. 

Shares of Lockheed have risen 6.5 percent in the past 
year. That compares with a 16 percent decline in a Bloomberg 
Government index of 70 large contractors and a 2.3 percent 
gain in the Standard & Poor’s 500 Index during the same 
period. 

“Management made all the right moves and they tend to 
be a little more forward looking than some of the rest of their 
peers in the group,” said Michael Lewis, an analyst with New 
York-based Lazard Capital Markets. “They were the first to 
start to right-size the business a number of years ago in front 
of potential declines in defense budgets.” 

Lewis has a neutral rating on Lockheed shares because he 
said he expects the Department of Defense to reduce its 

planned purchases of the company’s F-35 jet, the military’s 
largest weapons program. 

Lockheed won’t be immune to future Pentagon cuts, 
Lewis said. The Defense Department intends to cut about 
$487 billion during the next 10 years, and it may face an 
additional $500 billion in reductions if Congress and the 
White House don’t agree by the year’s end on a plan to shrink 
the U.S. deficit. 

“They will contract with the market,” Lewis said. 
Lockheed expects sales to be “slightly down” in 2012, 

said Chris Williams, a spokesman for the company. 
“We see growth opportunities through international 

expansion and our strong cash position gives us the flexibility 
to continue moving into adjacent markets with targeted 
acquisitions,” he said in an e-mail. 

In the next several years, Lockheed expects international 
sales to increase to 20 percent of revenue from 17 percent, he 
said. 

The study, to be introduced at the BGOV200 Federal 
Industry Leaders conference in Washington this evening, is 
Bloomberg Government’s first annual ranking of the top 200 
contractors. It identified more than 141,000 companies that 
held contracts in the year that ended Sept. 30. 

The largest 200 contractors received 63 percent of the 
government’s $532.6 billion in fiscal 2011 contract spending, 
underscoring how concentrated the government market is, 
Friel said. 

“Companies outside of the BGOV200 often have to 
subcontract with the top vendors in order to win federal 
business,” he said. 

The Pentagon accounted for 70 percent, or $374.2 billion, 
of total contract spending in fiscal 2011. Lockheed is the 
biggest contractor with both the Defense Department and 
civilian agencies. None of the contract figures includes 
classified spending. 
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33. Shipbuilding Funding: It's Impossible To Predict The Future, But Austal, Ingalls Are Positioned To 
Grow 

(ALABAMA PRESS-REGISTER 06 JUN 12) ... Kaija Wilkinson 
MOBILE, Alabama -- The types of military vessels built 

at Austal USA in Mobile and Ingalls Shipbuilding in 
Pascagoula should help ensure that, over the long term, there 
will be sufficient federal dollars to keep the programs going 
and maintain and even grow workforce, industry observers 
said. 

"It's hard to imagine any more coming out of the 
shipbuilding budget than what we've seen already with what 
happened with the (Austal-built Joint High Speed Vessel,)" 
said Jay Korman, a shipbuilding industry analyst with The 
Avascent Group in Washington, D.C. "JHSV's have already 
been through the wood chipper." 

The service originally wanted 21 JSHVs, but spending 
cuts announced in January nixed that plan. 

President Barack Obama's proposed 2013 defense 
spending plan includes funding for three Austal-made vessels 
two littoral combat ships and one JHSV -- and one Ingalls 
vessel an Arleigh Burke class destroyer (DDG-51). It also 
includes money for another such destroyer to be built at Bath 
Iron Works in Maine. 

Ingalls, Korman said, is "involved in some of the 
cornerstone programs for the surface fleet that the user 
community can't get enough of DDG-51s, LPDs, etc." 

Korman said he believes that the military feels the littoral 
combat ship a high-speed, easily maneuverable, adaptable 
warship is a key part of the structure of the military's surface 
force and for that reason should be safe from being gutted. 

However, he said, there is always the potential that the 
work could be stretched out. 

Indeed, Lt. Courtney L. Hillson, a U.S. Navy 
spokeswoman, said in February that LCS cuts in the proposed 
defense budget represent a slower rate of production. She said 
that the Navy remains committed to a 55-ship LCS fleet. 

While Austal builds an aluminum, trimaran version of the 
LCS, Lockheed Martin builds a steel version. There is also 
always the possibility that the Navy could downselect to only 
one model. Both have their strengths and weaknesses. 

The proposed budget also includes money for two 
Lockheed Martin-built ships. 

Ingalls officials have said that it's challenging -- if not 
impossible -- to plan too far in advance. 

There are a lot of unknowns, they said. 
Korman said that one wild card is sequestration -- large, 

automatic defense spending cuts that are triggered if Congress 
fails to agree on a plan to reduce the deficit. Half the cuts 
would come from social programs favored by Democrats, with 
the other half coming from defense programs favored by 
Republicans. 

By design, they are so deep that they would ideally force 
the parties to reach a resolution. 

"A lot of folks," Korman said, "predict that would crater 
the DoD investment account and sink a lot of programs across 
all the services. 

"If that happens, all bets are off," he continued, adding 
that he doesn't believe either side could stomach them. 

Jerry St. Pe, former president of Ingalls, said that if worry 
about federal funding isn't the oldest story in the world, it's 
one of them. 

"There is nothing new with regard to the stress and 
pressures of trying to look forward," St. Pe said. "The Navy 
has traditionally had a five-year shipbuilding plan, but in fact, 
it's only good for two years so there is always that constant 
battle. 

"As long as you take the contracts you have at hand, build 
a quality ship, build it on time and on budget, at the end of the 
day you'll not just survive but flourish." 
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34. Ingalls Officially Kicks Off Construction For New Billion Dollar Navy Ship 
(WLOX 13 (MISS) 06 JUN 12) ... Patrice Clark 

PASCAGOULA, MS - Ingalls Shipbuilding officially 
kicks off construction for new billion dollar Navy ship 

As the Military's budget gets tighter and thousands of 
defense jobs prepare to go on the chopping block. Ingalls 
leaders said they're focusing on streamlining costs and 
building even better ships. A keel authentication ceremony 
was held Wednesday for the newest Navy vessel now under 
construction. 

Pride and patriotism could be felt at Ingalls shipyard in 
Pascagoula, as shipbuilder Wilfred Bolds Jr. carved his initials 
in the keel plate for the John  P. Murtha Ship LPD 26. 

"It is a bit overwhelming to sit back and think of what it 
means," Bolds said. "It means my name is now attached to a 
warship, a ship that is going to go into battle and will provide 
housing to many of our soldiers." 

The billion dollar amphibious transport dock ship is the 
10th in her class built by Ingalls Shipbuilding. But now with 
defense budget cuts looming, Ingalls president Irwin Edenzon 
hopes to keep production strong. 

"I think the nation is a bit concerned about what the future 
will bring. There are lots and lots of plans being talked about 
in Washington now and nobody is settled on a particular plan. 
We have a fairly good order book for the next couple of years, 
and we are up in Washington selling every day." 

Edenzon said back home at the yard, his team of nearly 
10,000 shipbuilders are continuing to work hard and find ways 
to produce stand out high-tech vessels for those who protect 
the country at sea. 

"The priorities are safety, quality, cost and schedule in 
that order," Edenzon said. "This ship is going to take 
advantage our new initiative and establishment of class plans. 
When you look at the ship, you can see there are considerable 
amounts of pipe and electrical work, much welding work is 
done. It is significantly cheaper to build the ship up here on 
dry land than it is to move that work in the water."  

This Navy vessel is expected to be ready for service in 
about two and half years.  
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"We know this will be the best ship we have delivered so 
far," Edenzon said. 

The Navy ship is named after the late U.S. Representative 
John P. Murtha from Pennsylvania. Murtha was a former 
Marine Corps officer and Vietnam veteran who died in 2010.  
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35. Government Contractors See More Shake-Ups At Top 
General Dynamics and CACI International join firms making changes 
(WASHINGTON POST 07 JUN 12) ... Marjorie Censer, Capital Business Staff Writer 

Two government contractors announced Wednesday that 
their chief executives would retire, becoming the latest to step 
down in a spate of contracting-industry departures. 

General Dynamics, which is based in Falls Church, said 
Jay L. Johnson, the company’s chairman and chief executive, 
plans to retire at the end of the year, while Arlington-based 
CACI International announced that Paul M. Cofoni, president 
and chief executive, would retire Dec. 1. 

Phebe N. Novakovic is set to succeed Johnson at General 
Dynamics after taking over as president and chief operating 
officer last month. The move will make her the highest-
ranking woman in the defense industry. 

Novakovic previously served as executive vice president 
of General Dynamics’ marine systems group. 

Johnson joined General Dynamics’ board of directors in 
2003, became president and chief executive in 2009, and was 
appointed chairman and chief executive in 2010. 

Under Johnson, a former chief of naval operations, 
General Dynamics came up with a distinctively shaped hull 
for its line of Stryker vehicles, a design meant to better deflect 
the blasts of improvised explosives. The company said he also 
oversaw the final development of two new aircraft, both set to 
begin service this year, in General Dynamics’ business jet 
unit. 

At CACI, Daniel D. Allen, now president of U.S. 
operations, will become president and chief executive, while 
John S. Mengucci, chief operating officer of U.S. operations, 
will advance to become chief operating officer and president 
of U.S. operations, the company said. 

Cofoni, who has been with CACI since 2005, will as of 
July 1 become chief adviser to the executive chairman of the 
board to ensure a smooth transition, according to CACI. 

Under Cofoni’s tenure, CACI has grown to nearly $3.6 
billion in fiscal 2011 from $1.6 billion in revenue in 2005. The 
company credited him with reengineering CACI’s recruiting 
programs to particularly zero in on hiring veterans. 

The leadership turnover comes as many others in the 
industry are making their own changes. On the same day that 
Novakovic takes over the reins of General Dynamics, 
Christopher E. Kubasik will become the new chief executive 
at neighboring competitor Lockheed Martin, based in 
Bethesda. 

McLean-based Science Applications International Corp. 
and Falls Church-based Computer Sciences Corp. also have 
named new chief executives this year. 

“The Obama years have been tough on the people who 
run defense companies because programs are being cut right 
and left and the terms of contracts are being tightened,” said 
Loren Thompson, a defense industry consultant. “Frankly, I 
think some of these executives are just worn out.” 

Rick Whittington, an analyst at Drexel Hamilton, said 
new executives will have to take a different approach to their 
businesses than those of the past, as federal spending 
contracts. 

“The strategies are going to have to be altered to 
accommodate different fiscal and national strategic priorities 
in this country,” he said. “I think a lot of the boards have to be 
evaluating which individual is the correct one at the helm.” 
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36. Navy: $400M Maine Sub Fire Began In Vacuum Cleaner 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 06 JUN 12) 

KITTERY, Maine — Preliminary findings from Navy 
investigators suggest a fire aboard a dry-docked submarine 
started in a vacuum cleaner used by shipyard workers, 
officials said Wednesday. The Navy also confirmed a 
preliminary estimate of $400 million for repairs. 

A statement from the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard said the 
vacuum was used by workers to clean up after each shift and 
was stored in an unoccupied space when the fire started. 

The repair cost estimate allows the Navy to begin lining 
up funding. 

The Navy estimated that an additional 10 percent cost — 
or $40 million more — would be needed to account for 
disruption to other planned work across all naval shipyards 
and for potential assistance from private sector contractors, the 
shipyard said. 

Further details on the fire and the cost of repairs will 
come in two weeks after the Navy issues initial findings from 
its investigations. 

The nuclear-powered submarine was severely damaged 
by the fire that broke out May 23 when the submarine was 
three months into a 20-month overhaul. 

The fire burned for 10 hours, creating intense heat in 
forward compartments including the torpedo room, crew 
quarters, and the command and control centers. The rear part 
of the submarine including its nuclear propulsion escaped 
damage. 

The Navy is seeking to determine whether the hull is still 
sound. 

"Navy engineers are conducting a full technical 
assessment including internal and external hull surveys and 
damage assessments to develop a detailed cost estimate," the 
shipyard said. 
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The detailed cost estimate will factor into whether it 
makes financial sense to repair the 22-year-old Los Angeles-
class submarine. 

The Los Angeles-class attack submarine cost $900 
million when it was built. New Virginia-class subs cost more 
than $2 billion apiece. 
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37. Providing A Pathway Of Learning 
(FLORIDA TIMES UNION 06 JUN 12) ... Clark Pierce 

More than 170 Navy, Marine Corps and civilian 
instructors staff the six Maintenance Training Units that 
annually graduate more than 21,000 students from 1,900 
classes at the Center for Naval Aviation Technical Training 
Unit (CNATTU) on board NAS Jacksonville. 

“We primarily support the fleet as the central point of 
advanced maintenance training for the P-3C Orion and the H-
60 Seahawk in what we call ‘C-squared/M-squared’ or Course 
Curriculum Model Manager,” said CNATTU JAX 
Commanding Officer Cmdr. Michael Gramolini Sr. in a May 
23 interview. 

“In addition, our learning sites provide organizational- 
and intermediate-level training for ground support equipment, 
aviation maintenance administration, undersea warfare 
equipment, and soon, P-8 airframes and power plants.” 

Another growing resource is the new CNATTU JAX 
Mobile Training Team that provides on-site instruction for 
aviation maintenance and training divisions.  

“In these days of reduced budgets, it can be more 
economical to teach on site at a squadron than to send a dozen 
maintainers to the CNATTU JAX schoolhouse. Senior-level 
enlisted responsible for maintenance control, maintenance data 
and technical publications libraries can choose from 29 
courses at the organizational or intermediate levels,” said 
Gramolini.  

CNATTU JAX Executive Officer Cmdr. Daryl Pierce 
explained that P-3/P-8 transition will be fully supported. 

“We’re working with PMA-205, Boeing, VP-30 Fleet 
Integration Team and Commander, Patrol and Reconnaissance 
Wing 11 to develop the P-8A Poseidon maintenance training 
unit. Until our new P-8 facility is constructed, we’ve identified 
classrooms and other spaces at CNATTU JAX that Boeing 
and contractors can utilize for interim training. We’re 
scheduled to begin work with VP-16 in July as the ‘War 

Eagles’ become the Navy’s first P-3 squadron to transition to 
the P-8A Poseidon.” 

Senior Enlisted Leader ASCM(AW) Michael King said, 
“Our H-60 Seahawk helicopter program is very robust and our 
C-squared/M-squared curriculum is keeping maintainers on 
the leading-edge of change during the transition to MH-60R 
and MH-60S platforms.” 

Gramolini added, “In the very near future, CNATTU JAX 
will provide MH-60R maintenance training to a Royal 
Australian Navy helicopter squadron that is procuring 24 of 
the new Romeo ASW Seahawks. Our instructors modified the 
Romeo curriculum to reflect differences in Australian 
maintenance rates. When the Australians complete their class 
work, they will embed with one of the operational HSM 
squadrons here at NAS Jacksonville.” 

The majority of students come to CNATTU JAX on PCS 
orders to increase their maintenance certifications and to get 
hands-on training from one of the Navy’s finest cadres of 
aviation maintenance instructors. Other students are sent TAD 
by their aviation maintenance officers for specialized training 
courses.  

Gramolini proudly noted, “CNATTU JAX instructors 
have the highest ratio of master training specialists (MTS) in 
the CNATTU domain. The MTS qualification provides 
recognition for outstanding individual effort and fosters 
greater command training professionalism. Our MTS 
instructors demonstrate highly effective teaching skills and a 
comprehensive understanding of learning management, 
training administration and curriculum management.” 

Another part of CNATTU JAX is Training Support 
Department Mayport, which satisfies many training needs of 
the surface community – including the Center for Surface 
Combat Systems, Surface Warfare Officers School, Center for 
Security Forces and the Center for Information Dominance. 
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BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
38. Navy To Move 1,000 Jobs To Suffolk 
(SUFFOLK NEWS-HERALD 06 JUN 12) ... Tracy Agnew 

Nearly 1,000 employees of four military commands will 
be moving into North Suffolk in the next year, city officials 
announced Wednesday. 

The Naval Network Warfare Command, NNWC Global 
Network Operations Center Detachment, Navy Cyber Defense 
Operations Command and Navy Cyber Forces will be moving 
into buildings vacated by the 2011 disestablishment of U.S. 
Joint Forces Command, Economic Development Director 
Kevin Hughes said. 

The commands bring an estimated total employment of 
993, counting military, civilians and contractors, Hughes said. 
The estimated annual payroll: $88.9 million. 

“I don’t even know what to say, I’m so excited,” Mayor 
Linda T. Johnson said during Wednesday’s City Council 
meeting. “It just puts Suffolk right there where we need to be.” 

The commands are being moved from Virginia Beach and 
Norfolk. They are set to be in place by June 25, 2013. 

The announcements fulfill the last of the three “R” goals 
Suffolk set in response to the JFCOM closure — reject, retain 
and replace. 

The efforts of Suffolk and many others in all levels of 
government to reject the disestablishment were ultimately 
unsuccessful. The command was shuttered in August 2011 
over their objections. 
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But efforts to “retain” positions and functions in the area 
went better. Many of the personnel and duties of JFCOM were 
taken up as part of the Joint and Coalition Warfighting, which 
includes about 1,100 employees at the North Suffolk site. 

The last goal was to replace the positions that were lost. 
City officials visited Washington and enlisted legislators’ help 
to tout the benefits of the empty buildings with advanced 
technological capabilities and the legions of highly trained 
employees already living in the area. 

Wednesday’s announcements are a gratifying result of the 
work, Hughes said. 

“It was something we took to heart,” he said. 
Johnson praised the work of city staff and thanked 

legislators at all levels, as well as Gov. Bob McDonnell’s 
office, for helping in the process. 

Rep. Randy Forbes, especially, “told us not to give up the 
hope and the faith,” she said. 
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39. Vintage Aircraft To Mark Weekend Airshow In Yuba County 
(APPEAL DEMOCRAT (CA) 06 JUN 12) ... Ben van der Meer 

The long history of Yuba County aviation will receive 
front-and-center treatment for the three-day Golden West 
Regional Fly-In & Airshow this weekend at the county airport 
in Olivehurst. 

With a theme centered around the airfield's 70th 
anniversary, as well as special recognition of the 70th 
anniversary of Camp Beale and the Doolittle Raid on Tokyo, 
vintage aircraft will be a key component, said airport manager 
Mary Hansen. 

One of the centerpiece attractions, she said, will be the 
World War II B-17G bomber "Sentimental Journey," which 
will be be on display and available for rides and tours. 

"It was here last year, but that was more unplanned," 
Hansen said. "It's just interesting to see how these planes 
actually worked during the war." 

More modern aircraft will also be part of the air show, 
with FA-18 Hornet jets from Naval Air Station Lemoore 
performing aerial demonstrations on all three days. During the 

demonstrations on Friday, Saturday and Sunday afternoon, 
there will be one-hour road closures on Arboga Road between 
Seventh Avenue and McGowan Parkway. 

Also, people can participate in simulated missions of what 
the Air National Guard would perform, and record thank-you 
messages for members of the military serving at home and 
overseas. 

As in past years, all three days will begin at 8 a.m. with a 
pancake breakfast, followed by the air show, forums and 
workshops. Vendors will exhibit new aircraft, avionics and 
pilot supplies, and the Kid QwestTM hangar will have hands-
on activities for children. 

The Young Eagles program will schedule flights for 
children ages 8 to 17 years old. And the event's last day on 
Sunday will feature a midday tri-tip cookoff of local barbecue 
kings, Hansen said. 

Based on attendance in past years, organizers expect 
about 10,000 people to attend the fly-in and air show, she said. 
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40. D-Day Photos, Art Presented By Army And Navy Are Online Museums Of Sacrifice And History 
(HUNTSVILLE (ALABAMA) TIMES 06 JUN 12) ... Kenneth Desner 

On this date in 1944, approximately 160,000 allied troops, 
supported by more than 5,000 ships and 13,000 aircraft, 
landed on the beaches of France. 

According to the Army's D-Day web site, 9,000 allied 
troops were killed or wounded, "but more than 100,000 
Soldiers began the march across Europe to defeat Hitler." 

In addition to a large gallery of photographs from the 
frontlines, the Army site includes a video history, maps, 
posters, audio of Gen. Dwight Eisenhower's message to the 
troops and a collection of news articles about the allied 

invasion of Europe that marked a turning point in World War 
II. 

For an artistic as well as historic look at the invasion, the 
Naval History and Heritage Command has made part of its 
collection of D-Day paintings available online. They are 
broken into categories covering the pre-invasion plans through 
the days following the landings on the beaches. 

The Naval History and Heritage Command D-Day 
paintings can be viewed here. 
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41. View Of A Lifetime: Flag Residents Watch Venus Transit 
(ARIZONA DAILY SUN 06 JUN 12) ... Eric Betz 

Flagstaff residents once again showed their love of 
astronomy on Tuesday as people came out in droves to catch a 
glimpse of Venus as it passed in front of the sun. 

The next Venus transit won't happen again until 2117. 
Lowell Observatory filled to capacity within 30 minutes 

of the transit starting, and traffic was diverted at the bottom of 
Mars Hill. 

At the U.S. Naval Observatory Flagstaff station, the roads 
were lined with cars, and the parking lot was also completely 
full. 

"I wanted to see this once in my lifetime," said Flagstaff 
resident Cindy May after looking through a small telescope at 
the Naval Observatory. 

She added that Venus' tiny black spot was a reminder of 
just how small the planet was compared to the sun's massive 
orb. 

"We forget the whole world is moving around us," she 
said. 

At the Naval Observatory, children and adults waited 
patiently in short lines to peek through telescopes with solar 
filters. 
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The observatory was also giving out free solar glasses so 
people could see the tiny dot directly as it moved across the 
uppermost part of the sun's disk. 

The excitement was obvious as each eyeball met the 
eyepiece and the viewer witnessed looping solar flares strung 
along the edge of the solar disk, as well as strings of sunspots 
and Venus itself. 

Many said they had gone out to watch the recent solar 
eclipse as well. 

It wasn't just the novice astronomers excited, either. Both 
Lowell Observatory and the Naval Observatory made their 
staff available to help show people the sun. 

"I love doing research," said Naval Observatory 
astronomer Bob Zavala, "but I rarely just get to look. It's like 
recess." 

The telescope highest in demand was a large brass 
telescope that Naval Observatory staff had restored just for the 
occasion. 

The telescope was one of seven that played a historic role 
in astronomical history by helping determine just how far 
away Earth was from the sun and, by deduction, the size of 
our solar system. 

The Navy sent astronomers with the telescopes to China 
and South Africa to view the last two Venus transits in 1874 
and 1882. 

"I think it has a beautiful view, and hopefully a century 
from now the Naval Observatory will be able to pull it out for 
a repeat," said U.S. Naval Observatory Flagstaff Station 
Director Paul Shankland. 

The telescope will be kept in its current setup and used for 
public viewing nights like the Flagstaff Festival of Science 
this fall. 
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NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
42. D-Day Survivors Here 'By The Grace Of God' 
(NORTH COUNTY TIMES 05 JUN 12) ... Mark Walker 

It's been nearly 70 years since one of the bloodiest days in 
American military history, and still, many of its now-elderly 
participants can't say why they lived through it. 

"I have no idea why I survived," said Robert Watson, a 
San Marcos resident who took part in the D-Day attack on 
Nazi-held France on this date 68 years ago. 

"I had many near misses, but by the grace of God, lived 
through it without a scratch," said Wildomar's Denver O. 
Sayre, who was part of the massive beach invasion that 
resulted in more than 9,000 U.S. and Allied troops killed or 
wounded. 

Watson and Sayre are among just a handful of D-Day 
participants still living in this region; Sayre is 94 and Watson 
is 87. 

Watson is a frequent lecturer in schools and at military 
events, and he shares his World War II and D-Day 
recollections with visitors touring the USS Midway aircraft 
carrier moored on the San Diego waterfront. 

"We're getting scarce as hen's teeth," Watson said of the 
dwindling number of survivors still alive. "What keeps me 
going is all those kids buried in that cemetery at Normandy ---
- someone has to tell their story." 

Watson was a beach master at age 18 with the Navy's 6th 
Beach Battalion. The landing craft he was in was blown out of 
the water at 7:27 a.m. as the American and Allied troops 
stormed ashore in the invasion of Europe that would 
ultimately lead to Germany's surrender 11 months later. 

He remembers the time his watercraft was struck because 
it also broke his watch. Watson, whose leg was hurt in the 
blast, was thrown into the water and picked up by a rescuer in 
a raft. 

"We got to the surf line and there were bodies 
everywhere, noise and lots of fire," Watson said. 

He struggled up the beach as shelling and rifle and 
machine gun fire roared, and soon found himself helping an 
Army medic treat injured troops. But that didn't last long. 

"An Army captain ordered me up the firing line. I told 
him I was in the Navy, and he said 'I don't care ---- move your 
ass." 

After the invasion forces established a foothold on the 
beach, Watson eventually was returned to his ship and sent 
back to Camp Pendleton, where he became an instructor for 
beach landing craft crews. 

Although Sayre still talks about his experiences, his 
recollections of D-Day are best preserved on the website 
www.wwiiexperience.com, created by former Palomar history 
instructor Linda Dudik. 

For the past several years, Dudik has been recording the 
stories of men and women in the region who served in the 
armed services during World War II. 

Her work is a race against time ---- the U.S. Department 
of Veterans Affairs said about 270,000 men and women who 
served during World War II died last year, an average of 740 a 
day ---- but is important for future generations to see and hear, 
she said. 

"They all have lessons to teach us," Dudik said of the 
veterans now commonly referred to as members of the 
Greatest Generation, surviving the Depression and war. "As a 
historian, we want to capture the voices of the people who 
were actually there. What we learn from them is a strong sense 
of community, that there was something bigger than them 
personally. 

"Almost everyone I talk to speaks not so much about 
themselves or all the horrific things they saw, but about how 
they had a job to do and did it." 

Sayre was a forward observer and radio operator in the 
Army's 4th Infantry Division. After basic training in the U.S., 
he was shipped to England where he underwent six more 
months of training leading up to D-Day, the designation used 
to mark the invasion. 

In his written account, Sayre recalled the enormity of 
what troops taking part in the invasion faced on June 6, 1944, 
particularly after reading a leaflet message from Gen. Dwight 
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Eisenhower and attending an invasion transport ship church 
service. 

"Those of us who had not started out frightened were now 
scared out of our wits, but determined not to show it. We tried 
our best to sleep but, for most of us, the cold and apprehension 
of what was to come kept us awake thinking of loved ones, 
home and the future." 

Once aboard his landing craft as dawn broke, Sayre saw a 
nearby craft take a direct hit. 

"It went down quickly," he wrote. "We did not have time 
to speculate or grieve for our fellow soldiers, as we were about 
to hit the beach." 

His landing craft made it to shore, and Sayre recalled 
scrambling for land and joining a line of troops fighting their 
way up a brush-covered hill. 

"It was there I encountered my first up-close casualty. A 
soldier had stepped on a land mine; his body mangled 
horribly, bones and muscle jutting out of the ripped bloody 
flesh. It had a chilling effect on me ---- it was the first time I 
realized how terrible war could be. 

"You had to try and put it out of your mind, harden to it, 
do your job, continue on and live." 

And live he would. Sayre went on to fight for several 
months, escaping any significant injury or wounding. 

He was awarded a Bronze Star for bravery for infiltrating 
German-held ground at an airport in France and directing 
artillery fire on the enemy. 

But it was his D-Day experiences that Sayre recalled in 
detail, including when he was finally able to rest that night. 

"Most of us were too tired to dig foxholes so we just lay 
down along an old dirt road ... Those who could sleep were 
lucky. Most of us just laid (there) listening to the shelling still 
going on, silently praying for our fallen comrades and strength 
and protection for ourselves." 

His unit, Sayre wrote, was "lucky the first day with only a 
total of 200 casualties." 

Watson said it was determination, imagination and sheer 
willpower that brought success on D-Day. 

And one other unforgettable element: "The heroics that 
took place that day were just amazing," he said. 
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43. App Pinpoints Arlington Graves 
Use of GPS, digital records also allows virtual visits 
(USA TODAY 07 JUN 12) ... Oren Dorell 

Arlington National Cemetery is the first national burial 
site to go digital 4G. 

A smartphone app due out in the fall will tap into the 
power of GPS technology and help visitors navigate through 
the more than 250,000 graves at Arlington, providing military-
grade accuracy. 

"All we need is better 3G or 4G coverage in the cemetery, 
and it's coming," says Army Maj. Nicholas Miller, chief 
information officer at Arlington in Northern Virginia. 

The idea may catch on: The Department of Veterans 
Affairs, which manages 131 national cemeteries, is 
considering a similar system, Arlington spokeswoman Jennifer 
Lynch says. 

The system is a first for any federal cemetery. It is a 
byproduct of Arlington's effort to move on from a 
mismanagement scandal that broke two years ago. An Army 
Inspector General investigation reported double-booked grave 
sites, graves with no headstones, unidentified urns dumped in 
a mass grave and millions of dollars wasted on information 
management systems. 

Miller demonstrated a beta version of the app, typing in 
the name of Frank Buckles, the last surviving veteran of 

World War I, who died at 110 and was buried at Arlington last 
year. Front and back photos of Buckles' gravestone appear on 
Miller's iPhone, then a yellow dot shows the exact location on 
a map. 

The system also has an online component allowing 
anyone with Internet access to view any grave site, for "virtual 
visits and better planning of their trip" to Washington, says 
Missouri Sen. Claire McCaskill, who chairs the subcommittee 
on contracting oversight that investigated the scandal and 
recommended solutions. 

Democrat McCaskill says she urged the Army two years 
ago to use combat technology to "not only fix some of the 
heartbreak" at Arlington but to "bring this cemetery, with the 
geospatial tools that you have, closer to people across America 
and the world." 

"That's exactly what they've done," she says. 
The Army developed the high-tech system by combining 

aerial photographic maps with digitized records to keep track 
of urns and grave sites, to schedule its average 27 burials a day 
and to plan procession routes and other events. 
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44. West High Cadets Hope To Save Navy Junior ROTC Program 
Program’s future bleak in the wake of budget cuts 
(SALT LAKE TRIBUNE 06 JUN 12) ... Melinda Rogers 

Sixteen-year-old Lyndsay Gates admits she was "a bit of a 
punk" before she enrolled in West High School’s Navy Junior 
Reserve Officers Training Corps program.  

"I thought I was on top of the world," she said, describing 
her cocky outlook on school and life. Two years later, she said 
she is a different person. 

"In so many way it has changed my outlook on life and 
what people think of me," Gates wrote about her experience in 

the program. "I look at how I was in my freshman year and I 
was not the citizen that I am now. I am a model citizen, I do 
community service and have very good grades." 

But looming budget cuts may kill the program at West 
and elsewhere. In February 2011, the Navy announced it 
would close 48 NJROTC units across the country — including 
the program at West High — because of low student 
enrollment and Department of Defense budget cuts. However, 
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the Navy has unveiled an alternative program, the Navy 
National Defense Cadet Corps. It offers the same curriculum 
as the NJROTC with one big difference: The Navy doesn’t 
fund it, leaving local school districts to foot a larger portion of 
the bill. 

And in this economic climate, that’s a tough sell. 
Established in 1964, the NJROTC curriculum teaches 

students about naval operations, seamanship, navigation, 
meteorology and other topics, according to its website at 
www. www.njrotc.navy.mil. Along with classes, students in 
the program participate in community service; academic, 
athletic, drill and orienteering competitions; field meets, 
flights, visits to naval or other activities; marksmanship sports 
training; and physical fitness training. 

West High, which had been on probation with the Navy 
because of low enrollment, has joined the chorus of other 
schools across the country upset to see its program on the 
chopping block. The school had finally bolstered enrollment 
during the last school year, drawing 106 students. It’s the first 
time in six years that West High exceeded the minimum 
enrollment number mandated by the Navy. 

But subsidizing the Navy’s program further doesn’t seem 
likely. Next year, the district will receive approximately 
$700,000 more than last because the legislature increased 
Utah’s K-12 education budget by 1.3 percent. But rising 
retirement costs and other expenses means the district has a 
$1.7 million deficit for the 2012-13 school year, in addition to 
losing about $350,000 in at-risk student funds, said district 
spokesman Jason Olsen.  

The district’s 2012-13 general budget appropriates about 
$7,437 per student, with nearly 70 percent of that amount 
going to instructional services for regular programs. On 

Tuesday night, the board tentatively approved that budget, but 
without any more funding for the NJROTC. 

Lanny Johnston, senior naval science instructor at West 
High, said the NJROTC fills a critical need for students. 

Johnston participated in an Air Force NJROTC program 
while attending Clearfield High School, which helped him 
earn a college ROTC scholarship to the University of Utah. He 
chose to pursue a career in the military instead, but keeps in 
touch with classmates who used the program as a stepping 
stone to college. He started at West High last year after a 20-
year career as a Naval Officer and aviator. 

"The goals of this unique program are to instill in students 
the values of citizenship, community service, personal 
responsibility and a sense of accomplishment. It also helps 
develop self discipline, teamwork and leadership," said 
Johnston in remarks to the school board. 

"NJROTC provides incentives for students to live healthy, 
drug-free lives and is a possible alternative to gang activity. 
The Defense Cadet Corps program has the same goals and 
structure." 

Johnston cited a number of achievements by the NJROTC 
students during the last school year, including a fundraiser that 
brought in $3,000, which was spent on buying Christmas 
wreaths for more than 300 veteran graves during the holidays. 

He implored board members to commit to spending more 
on the program, which has been on West High’s campus since 
1993.  

"They might as well just cancel the whole program 
because they’re killing it slowly," he said. "One instructor will 
not be able to grow the program. The successes we have had 
will evaporate." 
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45. Man Gets Prison For Posing As SEAL In ID Theft Case 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 06 JUN 12) ... Tim McGlone 

NORFOLK -- A former sailor who posed as a SEAL chief 
to convince other sailors to turn over their personal 
information was sentenced today to a little more than seven 
years in prison for bilking a credit union out of nearly 
$182,000. 

Lionel Jason Haynes, 31, pleaded guilty to bank fraud and 
aggravated identity theft. In U.S. District Court this morning, 
Haynes pleaded for mercy, telling the judge his “heart is filled 
with remorse, regret and embarrassment.” 

U.S. Chief District Judge Rebecca Beach Smith took little 
pity on Haynes, sentencing him to the maximum of 87 months 
under federally recommended guidelines. 

“I find what you did unconscionable,” she told him. 

Citing, in part, Haynes’ “horrendous criminal record,” 
Smith rejected his request for a five-year prison term and to 
self-surrender. Marshals took him away immediately. 

Haynes has 22 prior convictions, though his lawyer tried 
to argue that they were largely driving offenses. 

Haynes admitted that he posed as either a Navy SEAL, as 
a SEAL chief or as a chief petty officer to gain the trust of 
young sailors. He obtained their personal information and 
obtained $181,000 in car loans from the Navy Federal Credit 
Union. 

Initially, authorities said they thought there were 14 
known victims but now they believe there were 25 to 30. 
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46. Israel Attacked A US Navy Ship 45 Years Ago Killing Dozens Of Sailors — Survivors Want To Know 
Why 

(BUSINESS INSIDER 06 JUN 12) ... Robert Johnson 
It's understandable if you've never heard of the USS 

Liberty and the more than 200 sailors who were wounded and 
lost their lives the day she was attacked in the summer of 
1967. 

That was the Summer of Love, when nearly 100,000 
American youth descended on Haight Ashbury in San 
Francisco, and the Vietnam War was really getting into the 

ugly abyss it would become. Nearly 13,000 American's died in 
the jungle in 1967, less than half the number who would fall in 
1968. 

So, it's understandable if amid all that carnage, loss, and 
revolution the lives of a couple hundred Liberty sailors fell to 
the heap of history and were forgotten. 
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What's still not understandable is why the Liberty was 
ambushed by Israeli gunships, that efforts to rescue dying 
sailors were called off, and a massive cover-up trailed the 
incident's wake. 

Elizabeth Flock at U.S. News reminds us of the incident 
in a piece honoring this Friday's Liberty memorial service to 
be held at Arlington National Cemetery in D.C. 

Flock points to lingering outrage and concern of a cover 
up that has prompted a Facebook page asking people to sign a 
petition calling for a renewed investigation of the incident, 
which apparently went down something like this: 

Three days into Israel's Six-Day War, the Liberty was 
parked off the coast of Egypt collecting communication 
signals in international waters. 

While initially some concern was given to the ship's 
getting too close to shore, or mistaken for an enemy vessel, 
those misgivings seem to have vanished when Israeli planes 
flew in for a visual inspection at about 6:00 a.m. local time — 
as the mist was still burning off the surface of the 
Mediterranean. 

American sailors say the Israeli aircraft flew so close to 
the Liberty that they rattled the its steel plating while the ship's 
crew waved to the planes pilots, who did the same in return. 

All morning and into the afternoon, the Liberty went 
about her mission unmolested when at 1:40 p.m., unknown to 
the Liberty crew, an Israel torpedo boat reported an "unknown 
vessel" traveling at speeds only attributable to warships. 

Twenty minutes later a pair of Mirage II fighters rattled 
down over the Liberty and made two visual inspection passes 
at 3,000 feet. The Mirage pilots radioed command that the 
ship looked like a non-Israeli destroyer, and orders came back 
over the airwaves to attack. 

The Liberty's command knew the planes were Israeli so 
the ship's crew were all on "stand down" mode, non-defensive, 
with no helmets or even life jackets at the ready.  

The twin Mirage's pounded the Liberty with all the 
cannons, rockets, and bombs at their disposal during three 
separate runs. When they depleted their ammunition they were 
replaced by two Dassault Mysteres filled with napalm bombs 
that tore into the Liberty, engulfing it in a raging inferno from 
the bridge to the deck. 

When it was all over 34 sailors were dead, 174 were 
injured and Israel claimed they'd mistaken America's most 
distinctive ship for an Egyptian horse-cavalry transport half 
the Liberty's size with a completely different profile. 

Israel apologized, made reparations to the U.S. and the 
sailor's families, and then according to many — the incident 
was swept under the rug and a whitewashing of the facts came 
in to preserve Israel's reputation 

A letter to Congress from USS Liberty veterans, asking 
for the renewed investigation, also says that rescue efforts to 
save the Liberty's crew were somehow called off, and that 
makes even less sense to them than anything else about the 
whole, tragic, and nearly forgotten fiasco. 
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OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
47. USS Mississippi Assignment One Of Most Exciting Ever 
(CLARION-LEDGER (MISS) 06 JUN 12) ... Robert St. John 

My culinary career has taken me all over the world. I have 
been to Asia, Europe, Central America and Mexico. But one 
of my most exciting experiences just took place in Pascagoula, 
only 90 miles from my home. 

A few weeks ago the Department of the Navy contacted 
me. Whenever a Navy vessel is commissioned using the name 
of a state, a chef within that state is invited to teach the galley 
crew a few signature recipes. 

I traveled to the Port of Pascagoula last week and boarded 
the USS Mississippi to take a tour and meet with the men in 
the galley. I had lunch with Captain John McGrath and his 
executive officer, Dan Reiss. 

I was amazed by the technology and craftsmanship used 
in building this massive underwater vessel. The Navy is 
definitely in good hands with fellow Mississippian Ray Mabus 
serving as secretary of the Navy. Indeed, the USS Mississippi 
was delivered one year ahead of schedule and $60 million 
under budget. 

I knew in advance that I was going to be dealing with 
tight spaces, but I had no idea how tight. The galley is 
substantially smaller than a typical short-order kitchen, 
although the equipment is state of the art. From that 
diminutive space, 140 men are fed four meals a day. 

I arranged for two of the boat's culinary specialists, 
Michael Proctor and Thomas Kitts, to visit our restaurants. My 
mission? "Please teach them how to make white chocolate 

bread pudding." As I was leaving the boat, a few of the crew 
pulled me aside: "Please teach them how to make gumbo." 

The next day Proctor and Kitts arrived in Hattiesburg. We 
fed them a four-course lunch at Crescent City Grill before 
bringing them back to our kitchen. Sous chef Scott Strickland 
walked them through the recipes for chicken and andouille 
gumbo and white chocolate bread pudding before feeding 
them the five-course chef's tasting menu in the Purple Parrot 
Cafe that evening. 

I sent them back to the boat with a several gallons of 
gumbo and corn and crab bisque. 

While serving 750 portions of white chocolate bread 
pudding at the commissioning reception the next evening, I 
learned from one of the officers that the gumbo and corn and 
crab bisque never reached them. Evidently, it mysteriously 
disappeared in the vicinity of the galley. No word at press time 
whether Navy JAG had been contacted. 

I was honored to be a small part of the boat's 
commissioning. What the officers and crew left me with was 
an overall admiration for what the men and women of the 
Navy do on an hourly basis and the degree to which they 
sacrifice. 

To a person, the crew of the USS Mississippi will make 
their country proud, and they will do justice to the name of 
their vessel, making Mississippians proud. 

My father, Larry St. John, was a lieutenant in the Navy 
and my uncle, Dan Summitt, was the captain of two 
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submarines in his very lengthy career. I never had the honor of 
serving in the armed forces. But I take great pride in the fact 
that there is a submarine traveling the waters of the world, 

defending our freedoms, and serving chicken and andouille 
gumbo and white chocolate bread pudding. 
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48. Fine Print 
Slack Budgeting At The Defense Department 
(WASHINGTON POST 07 JUN 12) ... Walter Pincus 

For a reminder of how much money is sloshing around 
within the Defense Department, read the Senate Armed 
Services Committee’s 514-page report on the fiscal 2013 
defense authorization bill, which was released Tuesday. 

Despite complaints about belt tightening — and God 
forbid any further reductions come from across-the-board cuts 
mandated by sequestration — the committee found hundreds 
of millions of dollars to move around from one program to 
another in approving $525.8 billion for the department’s core 
budget. By the way, that is $500 million above President 
Obama’s request, although the panel made up part of that by 
cutting $300 million from the separate $88.5 billion requested 
for overseas operations such as the fighting in Afghanistan. 

Let’s start with cost overruns. Does any other branch of 
government get away with having its programs balloon the 
way Pentagon weapons systems do, with no end in sight? 

The best example is the F-35 Lightning II Joint Strike 
Fighter, the planned 2,443 fifth-generation stealth fighter-
bombers that the country could be buying for the next 20 
years. In the push to get the first planes, there was — 
according to the project’s executive officer quoted in the 
report — a “miscalculation.” That miscalculation was 
concurrency — the overlap between developing advanced, 
complex avionics and computer systems for the F-35 and 
testing them while at the same time beginning production. It 
has cost taxpayers an additional $7.9 billion and delayed 
overall development by almost three years. 

And concurrency costs are not over. The report notes that 
the panel refused to reprogram about $771 million to pay for 
those costs on the first three lots of F-35s. Where did the 
Pentagon find that cash? “From other [Defense Department] 
programs,” said the report. An additional $523 million 
concurrency cost is coming on the fourth-bloc purchase of F-
35s. Where will that money be found? 

Of course, when the House looked for additional funds for 
its defense spending bill, it took money from welfare and other 
programs for the poor. And now congressional Republicans 
want to fund lower interest rates for college loans by slicing 
state Medicaid reimbursements or by increasing federal 
workers’ retirement payments. 

Only the Defense Department can find big sums by 
squeezing its own programs. The Pentagon could find about 
$188 million next year to help pay for the F-35 overruns by 
accepting an amendment by Rep. Betty McCollum (D-Minn.) 
to limit spending on military bands to $200 million a year, a 
proposal in the House-passed fiscal 2013 authorization bill. 
The Senate helped kill a similar McCollum amendment last 
year, and its Armed Services Committee refused to deal with it 
this year. But the committee found a lot of loose Pentagon 
money. 

For example, it found $97 million in the Army account 
used to buy 30mm and 40mm ammunition for a variety of 

weapons. The Government Accountability Office, in a private 
study for the panel, predicted the rate of use for the rounds and 
determined that the Army was asking $37 million too much 
for 30mm ammunition in 2013 because of a pricing change. In 
addition, it found that $75 million in excess 40mm ammo from 
2011 was returned to the Army Budget Office to be 
reprogrammed. Instead, the panel said, it could be used “to 
cover the Army’s entire fiscal year 2013 procurement budget 
request for 40mm ammunition,” which was $60.1 million. 

What other government department has $75 million left 
over from last year that hasn’t been already put to another use 
because of budget cuts? 

Or how about the ammunition for the Excalibur 155mm 
precision-guided extended-range artillery round? It is designed 
to use the Global Positioning System to guide it to targets out 
of the normal artillery shell range, hitting armored vehicles or 
reinforced bunkers. The Army requested $110.3 million to 
procure these shells in fiscal 2013 but more recently told the 
committee there was a scheduling delay. So the panel cut $55 
million from the request. 

An additional $14.3 million was picked up out of the 
Army’s overall fiscal 2013 request of $1.7 billion from 
ammunition for the Spider network program. Spider is part of 
the Army’s new anti-personnel land-mine program. Unlike 
traditional land mines, a Spider can be recovered and 
redeployed and even deactivates itself after a set time. But the 
Pentagon’s director of operational test and evaluation 
“expressed concerns” about the system, and so the committee 
cut all but $3.1 million from the original Army request of 
$17.4 million. 

There are scores of other examples to be found in the 
committee report. The panel cut $30 million from an airborne 
and maritime fixed radio program because it was unlikely that 
the equipment would be ready for integration into Army 
helicopters before 2014. 

You may ask what happens to these reductions — $30 
million here, $55 million there. Most often the funds go to 
programs that committee members like and the Pentagon does 
not. The panel, as proposed by Sen. Sherrod Brown (D-Ohio) 
and others, added $91 million to keep open plants working on 
the M1A2 Abrams tank program, a production line that the 
Pentagon wanted to close. One plant is in Lima, Ohio. 

Congress has pet projects, illustrated by the $100 million 
the panel added to the $98.5 million requested by the 
administration for three U.S.-Israeli cooperative missile 
defense programs. It’s a step the House had already taken. 
Also, the panel authorized an additional $210 million for 
Israel’s Iron Dome short-range rocket defense system in 
anticipation of an administration request for such funding. The 
$310 million that the Senate committee added is on top of $3.1 
billion in military assistance annually provided Israel in other 
legislation. 
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While other departments and agencies have to be listened 
to when they complain about budget pressures, it’s hard after 

reading the fine print in this committee report to show much 
sympathy to moans from the Pentagon. 
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49. Our view 
Yesterday's Enemies 
(ST LOUIS POST DISPATCH 06 JUN 12) 

In Germany, Israel and southeast Asia, a whole new 
world. 

As if further evidence was needed about how profoundly 
the world has changed, today's 68th anniversary of D-Day 
comes with confirmation, in chapter and verse, that Germany 
has built four nuclear-weapons-capable submarines for Israel. 
A fifth is under construction near the old U-boat works in the 
Baltic port of Kiel. A contract for a sixth was signed this 
spring. Several more are under consideration. 

Meanwhile, on the other side of the world, U.S. Defense 
Secretary Leon Panetta is winding up an eight-day tour of the 
Asia-Pacific region. Earlier this week, Mr. Panetta visited a 
U.S. supply ship berthed in Cam Ranh Bay, Vietnam. He was 
working on a deal that someday could see U.S. warships use 
Vietnamese harbors as they counterbalance China's dominance 
in the region. 

Germany and Israel working together. Vietnam looking to 
the United States for protection against Chinese influence. 
How things do change. 

The German magazine Der Spiegel this week confirmed 
details of the long-reported German-Israeli submarine deal. 
Reporters interviewed officials of both countries and toured 
the submarine Tekumah in the Israeli port of Haifa. 

There was no official confirmation that the Dolphin-class 
diesel-propelled boats carry nuclear warheads. Reporters were 
not allowed to visit weapons decks. But former German 
officials said there was never any doubt that the subs would be 
capable of launching small cruise missiles with nuclear 
warheads. 

Today's submarines can fire cruise missiles from torpedo 
tubes, the missiles then emerging from the sea to fly to their 
targets. Each German-made sub has standard 533-millimeter 
torpedo tubes, capable of firing the Israeli-made "Popeye" 
cruise missile. But in response to a special Israeli request, the 

magazine reported, German engineers designed four additional 
tubes large enough to accommodate U.S.-made Tomahawk 
missiles should the United States ever agree to sell them. 

Even the Popeyes, with their 900-mile range, could rain 
havoc across Iran, particularly if an Israeli sub slipped into the 
Persian Gulf. In the Cold War argot of "mutually assured 
destruction," the subs provide Israel with a "second-strike" 
deterrent. 

"In the end, it's very simple," Israeli Defense Minister 
Ehud Barak told Der Spiegel. "Germany is helping to defend 
Israel's security. The Germans can be proud of the fact that 
they have secured the existence of the State of Israel for many 
years to come." 

In the South China Sea, things are a little more nuanced. 
China has asserted its maritime rights throughout 1.4 million 
square miles from the Straits of Taiwan south to the Malacca 
Straits and Singapore. This concerns its southeast Asian 
neighbors and opens an opportunity for the United States. 

A third of the world's shipping operates in the South 
China Sea; the United States is determined to exert a greater 
security presence there. 

Mr. Panetta told a regional security conference in 
Singapore last weekend that the United States gradually would 
redeploy its defense forces around the globe so that 60 percent 
of them, instead of the current 50 percent, were in the Pacific 
basin. This is in keeping with President Barack Obama's 
pledge last year to "pivot" toward the Pacific because of its 
increasing economic and trade importance. 

China, of course, holds more than $1.2 trillion of U.S. 
debt. But the United States imported nearly $400 billion worth 
of Chinese goods last year. The two nations' interests are far 
more aligned than they are opposed. History suggests it's wise 
to remember that. 
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BBLLOOGGSS::  
50. EXCERPTS FROM BLOGS AROUND THE WORLD 
(PUBLISHED 04 – 07 JUN 12) 

 
Railgun and Stealth Technology Make Navy DDG-

1000 Super Ship the Weapon of the Future by Georgi 
Ivanov from Policymic, June 7 

New destroyer a game changer? 
The Navy has given more publicity to its new Zumwalt-

class destroyer, the DDG-1000, in the hope that, as the world’s 
most advanced floating piece of technology, it will provide a 
deterrent and an answer to the rising Chinese influence in the 
Pacific. 

The ship boasts sci-fi-like capacities that anybody could 
be in awe over: “cloaking” technology and a super-powerful 
“railgun” weapon.   

Designed to engage its adversaries in coastal waters, this 
ship’s primary role is to maintain access to the shores of a 
competitor. However, the high $3 billion per-unit cost and the 
technological challenges that are yet unsolved or deemed 
ineffective in light of more conventional solutions are the 
main stumbling blocks for the realization of the vessel. At this 
point being little more than a conceptual technology 
demonstrator, the redeeming quality of this project is that it 
offers the best alternative to the need for providing new ships 
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to the Navy after 2030, when the resources of most current 
vessels will expire.  

Its large price tag and limited numbers in an age of 
austerity make it a dubious investment now — but not in the 
long term.  

The context of this development comes from the birth of 
China’s aircraft carrier fleet with the ex-Soviet Varyag, along 
with its rapidly swelling military budget on the one hand, and 
Washington’s Asia pivot, along with Secretary of Defense 
Leon Panetta’s recent announcement that 60% of American 
naval capacities will be concentrated in the Pacific, on the 
other hand. 

For Washington, China is something like a simultaneous 
friend and enemy. The hope is that Beijing will keep crediting 
America so that the two can continue to play strategic 
competition. In light of its fiscal difficulties, it seems ill-
advised for the U.S. to enter into direct military competition 
with China. From the first link, the orders of this new vessel 
went from 32 to 3, or a reduction by 90%. It is not altogether 
unexpected, as the hefty price tag of $3 billion a pop makes 
the vessel a forbidding investment. With an expected strength 
of 300 U.S. vessels, a 1% production scope will make the 
evaluation of the Zumwalt destroyers in practical conditions a 
challenge. Their application and effects are constrained by 
virtue of their small numbers. 

On the positive side, as a test bed for new technologies, 
the DDG-1000 allows for effective planning on what the Navy 
will look like in the span of the next 50-70 years. American 
maritime doctrine is based on the principle of universal 
accessibility, achieved through 11 aircraft carriers and their 
battle groups. An aircraft carrier is operable between 40-60 
years before needing replacement, and the current generation 
of Nimitz-class carriers are nearing the halfway point of their 
useful life. The plans are calling for the introduction of the 
Gerald Ford-class of carriers, which will begin to roll out mid-
decade and be fully implemented by the mid-2030s. In this 
respect, these ships will be the center of U.S. naval doctrine 
until the beginning of the 22nd century and will probably 
include many of the technological developments in the 
Zumwalt class. 

The geopolitical shifts in the Pacific show that the priority 
has shifted to preserving America’s influential naval capacity, 
rather than its leading strategic role in the world during the 
course of this century, which will be ceded to China in due 
time. The introduction of advanced platforms that do more 
with less, albeit costing more, is indicative of this trend.  

While the Zumwalt class will most likely be matched and 
outperformed by Chinese money and technology in the short 
to medium term, it is the long-game perspective we must 
recognize in seeing the value of this ship. It can be said that it 
is not very applicable to today’s maritime strategic 
environment, but more so to its future.    

 
This Navy Officer Thought He had The Coolest Job 

Until He Visited The USS Midway by LT Max Long, 
Military Dad from Business Insider, June 6 

I’ve always thought that parts of my job are fairly cool. 
Not the part right now where I sit in a cubicle and read 

documents all day so much. I’m talking about the part where 
I’m out on a ship. 

There’s a lot of tedium and headaches that go along with 
a deployment on a ship, but there are some pretty cool things 
as well. 

I’ve had the opportunity to drive a ship through the Suez 
Canal. I’ve shot fairly large guns off the bridge wings. (Please 
note that I did not do the first two things at the same time. 
That would probably upset the Egyptians somewhat.) I’ve 
went swimming in the ocean off the coast of Somalia where 
the water was 1600 feet deep and slightly shark infested. I 
helped plan missions to get much needed supplies to 
Bangladesh after Tropical Cyclone Sidr. 

These are just a few of the things that make being a sailor 
interesting. Basically, about 85% of the time, you feel like 
beating your head against the wall, but the other 15% of the 
time is so rock-star awesome that it makes up for it. It’s safe to 
say that I really felt like my job was slightly cooler than most. 

Then, yesterday happened. 
We decided to take the kids to see the USS MIDWAY. If 

you’re not familiar with it, the MIDWAY is a 
decommissioned aircraft carrier that has been moored by 
downtown San Diego and turned into a museum. It’s really 
well done, and I was excited to take the family there and give 
the kids a taste for what their daddy does when he leaves. I 
was hoping that they would be really impressed and maybe a 
little proud. 

Unfortunately, I forgot about something. I’m not an 
aircraft carrier sailor. 

I like the smaller ships, and yesterday was actually the 
first time in my 14 year career that I had stepped foot on an 
aircraft carrier. Well, it turns out that aircraft carriers tend to 
carry a lot of aircraft (shocking, I know). It became obvious 
that in the battle of coolness, planes trump ships every time. 

The day became a battle to keep the kids away from the 
planes. 

“Let’s go see the enlisted berthing," I'd say. 
"I WANT TO GO SIT IN THE PLANES!" 
"Let’s go see the engineering spaces." 
"I WANT TO SEE THE PLANES!" 
"Do you want to go see the rooms that are like the ones 

daddy sleeps in?" 
"I WANT TO SEE THE AIRPLANES!" 
I only remember 3 times where one of the kids didn’t 

want to see the planes. That was because my son had to go to 
the bathroom 3 different times. Of course, he always waited 
until we were the furthest that we could possibly be from the 
restrooms. Then, in the bathroom, all he talked about was 
airplanes. Maybe, I should have been a pilot instead. 

 
San Pedro: Best places to get an early look at the USS 

Iowa by Mary Forgione from Los Angeles Times, June 5 
The USS Iowa won't open to the public until next month, 

but that doesn't mean you have to wait until then to see the 
World War II battleship. I took a 45-minute harbor cruise from 
San Pedro just before sunset Saturday and came within 100 
yards of the ship. 

The views in the soft light were spectacular, and many 
aboard the boat oohed and ahhed at the sight of the enormous  
ship in its temporary home at Berth 51. 

It's scheduled to move again Saturday to its more 
permanent location at Berth 87. Tickets are on sale now for 
the museum, which opens July 7 ($18 for adults; $10 for 
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children 6 to 17). For those who want to see it now, here are 
the best ways to get a first look: 

Free viewing spots: You can't walk out to the berth to see 
the USS Iowa, but you can grab binoculars and see it from afar 
at these San Pedro locations. 

--Lookout Point Park on Gaffey Street and 37th Street 
across from Angel's Gate Park. This affords a clear view of the 
ship and the harbor; there's a pullout and parking at the view 
point. 

--Cabrillo Beach (3720 Stephen M White Drive), east of 
the bath house near the Lifeguard Station. 

--Toward the east end of 22nd Street between Miner and 
Signal streets. Peek through the chain link fence and narrow 
openings in a gate on the east side to get a glimpse or a 
snapshot. 

Fiesta Harbor Cruises [(310) 831-1906]: This tour starts at 
Berth 79 in Ports o' Call Village and offers good photo 
opportunities of the USS Iowa from three sides. Added bonus: 
The tour also passed by the nearby federal correction facility 
at Terminal Island (where inmates were out in the recreational 
yard when I toured) and the resort-like Coast Guard facility 
and Homeland Security deparment that's off-limits on land. 
Tours leave every hour on the half hour from 12:30 -6:30 p.m. 
Mondays-Fridays; 11 a.m. to 8 p.m. every 45 minutes 
weekends. Cost: $14 for adults, $12 for seniors, children 11 
and younger free (cash only). 

Los Angeles Maritime Institute [(310) 833-6055]: Two 
tall ships, the Exy Johnson and the Irving Johnson, will be part 
of the parade escorting the Iowa to its new home on Saturday. 
Passengers are welcome aboard the sailings from 8 a.m.-1 
p.m., which will be crewed by students. Cost is $125 per adult 
and $60 for children younger than 12. Proceeds benefit the 
institute's TopSail Youth Program. 

 
How Long Would It Take The Shipbuilding Industry 

To Grow Capacity And Throughput If The Nation Faced 
A Naval Crisis Or Conflict? By Mike Petters, President 
and Chief Executive Officer of Huntington Ingalls 
Industries from U.S. Naval Institute, June 5 

How long would it take the shipbuilding industry to grow 
capacity and throughput if the nation faced a naval crisis or 
conflict? 

Anticipation, Not Reaction, is Critical 
The fact is the shipbuilding industry is not designed to 

respond rapidly to a crisis. Whatever the conflict, the nature of 
our business dictates that we play with the team we’ve got. 

Ours is a business of anticipation, not reaction. There is 
nothing magical about it. To meet tomorrow’s crisis or 
conflict requires continuous investment today to ensure we 
can deliver capability critical to our nation and economic 
security. It requires that we have robust, stable and efficient 
operations and a supplier base that allow us to build ships as 
quickly and as affordably as possible. I know one thing for 
certain: Further budget cuts in defense could have a potentially 
devastating impact to our healthy but fragile industrial base. 

The shipbuilding business operates on extended cycles. 
Ships take years to construct. For example, it takes eight years 
to build a nuclear-powered aircraft carrier. A stable, strategy-
driven shipbuilding plan is crucial. We are sizing ourselves 
today to support the Navy's 30-year shipbuilding plan. If the 
Navy decided to double the numbers in the plan—for 

whatever reason—it wouldn’t necessarily take twice as many 
people or twice as long for us to build those ships, but it would 
take a long time (on the order of years) for us to hire and train 
the shipbuilders and create the infrastructure to do it. 

By the same token, we can’t cut ships from the 30-year 
plan and expect to be able to quickly “ramp up” production 
years down the road when we decide we need more ships after 
all. That’s why maintaining the industrial base is so critical. I 
look at it in terms of software (hiring, training and retaining 
the right employees) and hardware (facilities, tools and 
equipment). 

It’s all about the people 
People are our most important resource. Building military 

warships today is highly specialized and complex work 
requiring specialized, skilled and talented workers. And 
retention of these skilled workers is most vulnerable during a 
crisis as the hiring landscape becomes more competitive.  

The nature of today’s potential crises requires us to move 
away from commercial solutions and look to a more 
specialized workforce and product. That workforce must be 
able to create complex technology that meets the demands of 
the time. If we don’t maintain that workforce, we could find 
ourselves without the requisite skills needed to build the ships 
of the future. 

When the Royal Navy set out in 1997 to develop a new 
class of nuclear attack submarines, it discovered some five to 
six years into the program that it did not have vital design and 
production skills to produce the Astute-class ships. The Royal 
Navy looked to the U.S. for assistance. Where would we look 
if we lost those skills? Newport News Shipbuilding, a division 
of Huntington Ingalls Industries, is one of only two remaining 
shipyards capable of constructing nuclear-powered vessels; it 
is a national asset that must be sustained and preserved. That 
includes sustaining and preserving the knowledge base. 

Building a workforce to meet increased demand requires 
hiring people with the requisite skills and education, training 
that workforce and then retaining that workforce. These 
processes must be in place and robust to be able to react to a 
crisis. You cannot grow a highly specialized workforce 
overnight. 

I know this from experience. Following Hurricane 
Katrina, HII’s Ingalls Shipbuilding division on the Gulf Coast 
was devastated. From that crisis we learned that you can’t 
rapidly recreate a shipbuilding capability. It took several years 
to rebuild our human capital and return to what we define as 
pre-storm “normal operations.”  

If you wanted to create today’s shipbuilding capability 
from scratch, which for HII means hiring nearly 40,000 
people, it would take years. In a perfect world, we might be 
able to hire 1,000 people a month, which equates to more than 
three and a half years to get to our roll numbers of today. Add 
to that another three to five years to train that workforce with 
basic skills and longer for specialized skills. Undoubtedly, it’s 
more challenging for us to hire qualified employees than it is 
for other industries because of our citizenship and security 
clearance eligibility requirements. 

Let me share some basic facts on growing skilled 
shipbuilders: It takes three to five years to hire someone off 
the street then train and develop him or her into a journeyman-
level employee; this can be significantly longer for someone to 
become qualified to perform nuclear work. For example, it 
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takes an average of eight years to develop a fully certified 
nuclear pipefitter. Our apprentice schools at Newport News 
and Ingalls take four to five years to graduate a journeyman-
level employee.  

Infrastructure requires investment 
There are basically two shipbuilding companies (HII and 

General Dynamics) remaining in this country building 
complex and technologically advanced military ships today.  

Again I think back to just after Hurricane Katrina and 
what it took to retool and rebuild the shipbuilding 
infrastructure on the Gulf Coast. If we were to start with a 
“green field” today, it would require a capital investment 
costing hundreds of millions of dollars. Where does this 
capital investment come from absent of a stable shipbuilding 
plan? Stability attracts both investment in our shipbuilding 
infrastructure and the critical talent. Assuming that this level 
of capital investment is available, you’d then have to build the 
facilities including steel, pipe and sheet metal lines, all of 
which would take two to three years due to lead time on 
equipment, adding buildings to house the equipment and 
getting the lines up and running. Like our skilled workforce, 
we have to look at ways of sustaining and preserving our 
current shipbuilding infrastructure to build the nation’s 
military ships. 

Supply Chain is the third leg of the stool 
Sustaining and preserving the supply chain is the third 

component of maintaining our shipbuilding capability. Each of 
our suppliers would face similar challenges, although they 
would likely be on a smaller scale and a much shorter 
timeline. Over the past two decades, we have witnessed a 
contraction of the supply chain for shipbuilding due to both 
decreasing shipbuilding demand and program instability. This 
has already impacted our nation’s ability to rapidly increase 
shipbuilding capacity. Some resource areas will be drivers of 
ship schedules due to the time it would take to get new 
capacity online such as foundries and major machine works. 

I can tell you that more than half of HII’s 5,000 suppliers 
are the sole source of particular parts and services. If you step 

back and think about what sequestration could do to that, the 
more than half that are sole source, that number could go up. 
That can dramatically impact cost and schedule. 

In recent years I have seen greater use of multiyear 
procurements for submarines and destroyers, and most 
recently, the block-buy contracts for the Littoral Combat Ship 
(LCS). These types of contracts enable greater economic 
efficiency to provide the shipbuilder and industrial base with a 
stable, relatively long-term business base that helps us justify 
maintaining a highly skilled workforce, process investment 
and infrastructure improvements that better position us to 
respond to the nation’s security requirements. The success of 
the Virginia-Class Submarine Program is a perfect example of 
the benefits of serial production. These ships are consistently 
delivered early and the efficiencies are greater from ship to 
ship to ship. I would encourage the Navy to make broadest use 
of multiyear contracts and block-buy contracts.  

The U.S. has traditionally been sea dependent. Ninety 
percent of the world’s commerce moves on the water. Failure 
to protect our sea lanes of trade, shipbuilding industrial base 
and seaport infrastructure would severely damage the 
economy and our ability to maintain a strong national defense. 
To not invest today and to let this industry wither away is 
more than just a budget decision. I strongly believe it is a 
strategic decision with serious, long-term national security 
implications.  

As I asserted earlier, shipbuilding is a business of 
anticipation, not reaction. Today it takes about three years to 
deliver a surface combatant ship, four years to deliver a large-
deck amphibious ship and eight years to build an aircraft 
carrier. In a time of crisis or conflict, these times could 
possibly be condensed, but it would still be a matter of years 
before those currently unplanned warships went operational 
unless we have been leaning forward as a country, anticipating 
and building industrial base capacity in support of a long-
range Navy strategy, and continuing to invest today to ensure 
the security of our country’s future. 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. U.S. Secretary Of Navy In S'pore On Visit 
U.S. Secretary of Navy Visits Singapore; Meets Defense Minister 
(CHANNEL NEWS ASIA (SINGAPORE) 08 AUG 12) 

SINGAPORE -- The United States Secretary of the Navy, Raymond Mabus, is on an official visit to Singapore that underscores 
the excellent defence relations between Singapore and the U.S. 

 
2. CNO Visits NAS Whidbey Island 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 08 AUG 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Jeffry Willadsen, Navy Public Affairs Support 
Element West Det. Northwest 

OAK HARBOR, Wash. – The Chief of Naval Operations (CNO) Adm. Jonathan W. Greenert visited Naval Air Station Whidbey 
Island to speak with Sailors and answer questions Aug. 7. 

 
3. Third Littoral Class Ship Much Improved, Navy Says 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 07 AUG 12) ... Jeanette Steele 

As the third ship in the Navy’s littoral class left a Wisconsin shipyard this week, the inaugural step toward its eventual home in 
San Diego, the Navy billed it as an “exponential” improvement over the controversial first vessel in the line. 

 
4. Five Business Lessons From The U.S. Navy 
(FORBES 07 AUG 12) ... Craig Malloy 

One of the world’s most efficient, effective and skilled organizations has an average age under 24 years old and experiences 
100% turnover in less than every 4 years. 

 

CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
5. Carrier Abraham Lincoln Arrives In Norfolk 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 07 AUG 12) ... Mike Hixenbaugh 

In the year since Morgan Miller married her Sailor husband, she has seen him off on a deployment, given birth to their first child 
and moved all of their belongings 3,000 miles across the country. 

 
6. Peleliu ARG Completes COMPTUEX 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 07 AUG 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist Seaman Jasmine Sheard, USS Peleliu Public Affairs 

SAN DIEGO -- The Peleliu Amphibious Ready Group (PEL ARG) and 15th Marine Expeditionary Unit (MEU) completed their 
composite unit training exercise (COMPTUEX) off the coast of California, Aug. 7. 

 
7. Blue Ridge Departs Fleet Activities Yokosuka 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 07 AUG 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist Seaman Ben Larscheid, USS Blue Ridge Public Affairs 

YOKOSUKA, Japan -- U.S. 7th Fleet flagship USS Blue Ridge (LCC 19) departed Fleet Activities Yokosuka, Aug. 7, to patrol 
the southeast Asian-Pacific region. 

 

GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
8. U.S. Navy Chief Discusses Military Cooperation With Lebanese Army 
(BEIRUT DAILY STAR (LEBANON) 08 AUG 12) 

BEIRUT -- U.S. Naval Forces Central Command (NAVCENT) Commander Vice Admiral John Miller addressed bilateral 
military cooperation in talks with senior Lebanese Army and Navy officials. 
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9. U.S. At A Junction Regarding Syria 
Clinton reportedly to meet in Turkey with ‘activists on the ground’ 
(WASHINGTON POST 08 AUG 12) ... Karen DeYoung and Anne Gearan 

The collapse of the U.N. initiative on Syria, rebel gains that opened corridor from Turkey to Aleppo, and a rash of high-level 
defections mark a turning point in the Syrian crisis and in the Obama administration’s plans for influencing the outcome. 

 
10. Iran Envoy Casts Syria As Part Of Wider Conflict 
(NEW YORK TIMES 08 AUG 12) ... Damien Cave 

BEIRUT — Iran moved on Tuesday to reframe the Syrian conflict as part of a wider battle with the United States and other 
hostile world powers, dispatching the personal representative of its paramount leader, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, to Damascus for a 
televised display of solidarity with Syria’s president as battles raged and dozens of Iranian hostages in rebel custody were threatened 
with death. 

 
11. Chinese Missile Carrier Qingdao Moves From Sevastopol To Istanbul 
(MOSCOW INTERFAX-AVN 08 AUG 12) 

SEVASTOPOL -- The Chinese Navy destroyer Qingdao left Sevastopol a day earlier and is now at the Turkish port of Istanbul, a 
source in the Ukrainian Navy told Interfax-AVN on Tuesday. 

 
12. U.S. To Deploy Drones Over Diaoyutais 
(TAIPEI TIMES 08 AUG 12) ... J. Michael Cole 

The U.S. will use its most advanced unmanned reconnaissance aircraft to monitor Chinese activity in waters surrounding the 
Diaoyutai Islands, the object of an acrimonious dispute between Beijing and Tokyo, Japanese media are reporting. 

 
13. Navy Chief Says Indian Ocean Is Priority, Not South China Sea 
(BUSINESS STANDARD (INDIA) 08 AUG 12) ... Ajai Shukla 

NEW DELHI -- Seven months after U.S. President Barack Obama signaled America’s new strategic focus on China, announcing 
a “rebalance to the Asia-Pacific region” and naming India as a key ally, India’s Navy chief stated that his focus was on the Indian 
Ocean and not on the increasingly militarised waters of the South China Sea. 

 
14. India's Elusive Nuclear Triad Will Be Operational Soon: Navy Chief 
(MUMBAI TIMES OF INDIA 08 AUG 12) ... Rajat Pandit 

NEW DELHI -- India's nuclear triad - the ability to fire nukes from land, air and sea - will soon be in place. After some delays 
and hiccups, the country's first nuclear submarine INS Arihant is getting ready "to go to sea" within the next few months. 

 
15. Terror Threats Factored Into Navy’s Preparations 
“Terrorism from the sea and terrorism at sea are now present day realities” 
(CHENNAI HINDU 08 AUG 12) ... Vinay Kumar 

NEW DELHI -- Stressing that besides conventional challenges and geopolitical forces, terrorism from the sea and terrorism at sea 
were now present-day realities, Indian Navy Chief Admiral Nirmal Verma on Tuesday said one of the “core concerns” of the maritime 
force was the coalescing of the “State” with “non-State” entities. 

 

PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
16. 1.7% Military Pay Raise Appears Settled For Jan. 1 
(NAVY TIMES 13 AUG 12) ... Rick Maze 

In what is likely to be the final word on the 2013 defense budget, a key Senate committee voted Aug. 2 to support a 1.7 percent 
military pay raise Jan. 1 while rejecting a Pentagon request for big Tricare fee increases. 

 
17. Breath Tests Deter Alcohol Abuse Among Midshipmen 
(NAVY TIMES 13 AUG 12) ... Sam Fellman 

For off-duty midshipmen, it's one more thing to be worried about when they get back to the Naval Academy: blowing in a 
Breathalyzer tube. 

 
18. Navy Reserve Forces Command Changes Command 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 07 AUG 12) ... Jim Vorndran, Commander, Navy Reserve Forces Command 

NORFOLK, Va. -- Commander, Navy Reserve Forces Command (CNRFC) held a change of command ceremony at the Joint 
Forces Staff College in Norfolk, Va., Aug. 7. 

 



 3

19. Deckplate Chronicles: The Making Of A Chief - Episode 1 
(YOUTUBE 07 AUG 12) ... U.S. Navy YouTube Channel 

Follow six Petty Officer 1st Classes from the aircraft carrier USS Nimitz (CVN 68) as they approach a major milestone in their 
careers. 

 

FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
20. Ingalls Shipbuilding Begins Construction Of LPD 27 In Pascagoula 
(PASCAGOULA MISSISSIPPI PRESS 07 AUG 12) ... April M. Havens 

PASCAGOULA, Mississippi -- Ingalls Shipbuilding on Monday began constructing its 11th ship in the USS San Antonio-class of 
amphibious transport docks, the company said. 

 
21. The Nuts And Bolts Of The Sequester 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 08 AUG 12) ... Donna Cassata 

WASHINGTON -- Republicans and Democrats are sounding the alarm: The budget sequester is coming and we have to do 
everything to stop it. 

 
22. Obama Signs Bill Requiring White House To Detail Fiscal Cliff 
(THE HILL 07 AUG 12) ... Erik Wasson 

President Obama on Tuesday signed a law requiring the White House budget office to reveal exactly how automatic budget cuts 
looming in January 2013 will be carried out. 

 
23. U.S. Navy Distribution Processes Under Scrutiny 
(DEFENSE NEWS 07 AUG 12) ... Adam Stone 

An initiative is under way to review a broad swath of U.S. Navy distribution and transportation processes to improve efficiency. 
 

BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
24. City Officials Dedicate Anchor In Honor Of USS Fort Worth 
(FORT WORTH STAR-TELEGRAM 07 AUG 12) ... Chris Vaughn 

FORT WORTH -- The USS Fort Worth will never drop anchor in the city it is named for. 
 

25. Fleet Week Concludes At 63rd Annual Seattle Seafair 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 06 AUG 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Lawrence J. Davis, Navy Public Affairs Support 
Element, Det. Northwest 

SEATTLE -- The 63rd annual Seattle Seafair Fleet Week concluded Aug. 6 when U.S. Navy ships USS New Orleans (LPD 18), 
USS Bunker Hill (CG 52) and USS Halsey (DDG 97) departed from the Port of Seattle. 

 
26. Admiral Pays Tribute To Rep. Dicks 
(KITSAP (WA) SUN 07 AUG 12) ... Ed Friedrich 

BREMERTON — The Northwest Navy would look much different without Norm Dicks, an admiral said Monday during an event 
to honor the retiring congressman. 

 
27. Navy Appoints Two Captains To Oversee Units 
(VENTURA COUNTY (CA) STAR 07 AUG 12) ... Gretchen Wenner 

An unusual dual change-of-command ceremony filled the Seabees' main parade grounds with white uniforms, marching tunes and 
top brass Tuesday morning. 

 
28. Officials: Submarine Base Safe In 2013, But BRAC Looms On Not-So-Distant Horizon 
Military Affairs chief says look to 2015 for next round of closures 
(NEW LONDON DAY 08 AUG 12) ... Jennifer McDermott 

The head of the state's Office of Military Affairs said Tuesday that he believes the Defense Department's request for a round of 
base closures in 2013 was really just a way to start the conversation. 

 
29. Norfolk Tides Host 5th Annual Navy Night 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 07 AUG 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist Seaman Robert Aylward, Navy Public Affairs Support 
Element, Norfolk 

NORFOLK, Va. -- The Norfolk Tides baseball team hosted its 5th Annual Navy Night at Harbor Park in Norfolk, Va. Aug. 4. 
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NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
30. Groups Join Push To Save Commissary Benefits 
(DEFENSE NEWS 07 AUG 12) ... Adam Stone 

July was a banner month for activists looking to maintain broad access to U.S. military commissaries and exchanges. 
 

OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
31. Defense vs. Food Stamps—What Would You Choose? 
The president has made no secret of his desire to gut the military, even before the current budget showdown. 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 08 AUG 12) ... Mackenzie Eaglen 

Washington is battling these days over "sequestration," the $500 billion additional cut to the defense budget looming in January. 
The White House and Democrats on Capitol Hill insist that intransigent Republicans are risking cuts that no one wants. This is a 
charade. By his own admission, President Obama has always wanted to cut the defense budget dramatically. 

 
32. Five Things The U.S. Can Do In Syria 
(WASHINGTON POST 08 AUG 12) ... Zalmay Khalilzad 

The United States has a window to facilitate an orderly transition in Syria without deploying military force. But the window is 
narrowing — and the Obama administration will need to adjust its political strategy to succeed. 

 
33. Backfire In Bahrain 
The U.S. has failed in its gamble to reform the repressive regime. 
(WASHINGTON POST 08 AUG 12) ... Editorial 

When the Obama administration resumed military sales to the Persian Gulf nation of Bahrain in 2012, it explained the decision as 
an effort to bolster moderate elements in the monarchy, whose Sunni ruling family has resisted demands for greater democracy from 
the mostly Shiite population. In particular, the aim was to strengthen Crown Prince Salman bin Hamad al-Khalifa, who was visiting 
Washington at the time and who had led an abortive effort to negotiate a settlement with opposition leaders. 

 
34. Obama’s Empty Asia Pivot 
Soft-power diplomacy needs military backing 
(WASHINGTON TIMES 07 AUG 12) ... Eddie Walsh 

A debate has raged for the past few months about what to call President Obama’s Asian strategy. To be honest, it really doesn’t 
matter whether you call the shift toward Asia a pivot, a refocus or a rebalancing. What does matter is that it’s a relatively hollow move 
which belies something of much greater concern: The administration is effectively jeopardizing American national security interests 
by promoting a foreign policy approach far too reliant on soft-power diplomacy. 

 
35. China Bares Claws In Maritime Dispute 
(ASIA TIMES ONLINE 07 AUG 12) ... Ian Storey 

For more than two decades Beijing has pursued a consistent policy in the South China Sea composed of two main elements: 
gradually strengthening the country's territorial and jurisdictional claims while at the same time endeavoring to assure Southeast Asian 
countries of its peaceful intentions. Recent moves by China to bolster its maritime claims have brought the first element into sharp 
relief, while reassurances of benign intent have, however, been in short supply. 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. U.S. Secretary Of Navy In S'pore On Visit 
U.S. Secretary of Navy Visits Singapore; Meets Defense Minister 
(CHANNEL NEWS ASIA (SINGAPORE) 08 AUG 12) 

SINGAPORE -- The United States Secretary of the Navy, 
Raymond Mabus, is on an official visit to Singapore that 
underscores the excellent defence relations between Singapore 
and the U.S. 

Mr. Mabus called on Singapore's Minister for Defence, 
Dr. Ng Eng Hen, at the Ministry of Defence (MINDEF) on 
Wednesday morning. 

He'll call on Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong at the Istana 
later on Wednesday. 

MINDEF said his visit, from 7 to 10 August, also 
underscores the strong partnership between the U.S. Navy and 
the Republic of Singapore Navy. 

The two navies interact extensively through bilateral and 
multilateral exercises as well as other professional exchanges 
and interactions. 

MINDEF said these interactions have enhanced the 
interoperability between the two navies and built mutual 
understanding and camaraderie between their personnel. 

Return to Index 
 

2. CNO Visits NAS Whidbey Island 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 08 AUG 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Jeffry Willadsen, Navy Public Affairs Support 
Element West Det. Northwest 

OAK HARBOR, Wash. – The Chief of Naval Operations 
(CNO) Adm. Jonathan W. Greenert visited Naval Air Station 
Whidbey Island to speak with Sailors and answer questions 
Aug. 7. 

The CNO addressed Sailors assigned to Whidbey Island’s 
Electronic Attack and Reconnaissance squadrons and tenant 
commands during an all hands call held at the Sky Warrior 
Theater on the Naval Air Station. 

Greenert also toured the base’s squadrons and facilities, 
meeting and greeting with Sailors along the way, before the all 
hands call. He spoke on a variety of topics impacting the 
Naval Air Station and the Pacific Northwest region as a whole, 
including the Navy’s recent strategic rebalance focusing on 
the Asia-Pacific Region. 

“The Pacific Northwest has been a big part of the Navy 
for decades and will continue to be a big part of the future as 
we rebalance our forces to the Pacific,” said Greenert. 

Greenert discussed how the job of Whidbey Island’s 
Electronic Attack, Marine Patrol and Reconnaissance 
squadrons would be impacted by the recent rebalance and 
other operations taking place around the world. 

“The job that the [EA-18G] Growlers and [EA-6B] 
Prowlers do here will definitely increase in importance,” he 
said. “Not only in the Pacific, but around the world the need 
for air wings and especially electronic attack, both 
expeditionary and those associated with the carrier air wing 
are in high demand.” 

Greenert explained after the all hands call that for carrier 
based units the optempo in the near term will be a reflection of 
the carrier airwing, and in the longer term it will stabilize 
pending any real world events. Greenert also emphasized he 
would make it a priority to maintain a good “home tempo," 
enabling Sailors to rest between deployments. 

“My guideline is that 50 percent of the time [Sailors] are 
at home,” said Greenert. “Rest and training are also priorities.” 

Greenert also addressed the introduction of a new aircraft 
to Whidbey Island’s ranks, the P-8A Poseidon. 

“We stand by the record of decision to move squadrons of 
P-8s to Whidbey Island and are currently working on plans to 
do so,” said Greenert. 

The CNO also addressed a wide range of issues from new 
deployment lengths for carriers, new technologies, global 
policy issues, budgetary concerns, perform to serve, suicide 
prevention, and sexual assault awareness and prevention. 

Greenert answered questions directly from attending 
Sailors both during and immediately after the all hands call 
concluded. 

“Sometimes being out here on an island in the Puget 
Sound makes us feel somewhat isolated as a Naval Air Base, 
so having an opportunity for the CNO to answer our specific 
questions is a really big deal,” said Chief (Select) Aviation 
Maintenanceman (AW/SW) Leticia Sarns, who asked the 
CNO a question during the all hands call. “It makes me feel 
informed, and like I have a voice, and a say in the Navy as a 
whole, and that is a great feeling.” 

Greenert also reenlisted 10 Sailors at the all hands call. 
“It’s a great honor to be reenlisted by the Chief of Naval 

Operations,” said Naval Aircrewman 2nd Class (NAC/AW) 
Shayn Maag, one of the reenlisted Sailors. “It’s not something 
you see every day, and it’s something I will never forget.” 

Whidbey Island was the final stop of the CNO’s tour of 
the Pacific Northwest conducting community, industry and 
fleet engagement meetings. Greenert also visited Seattle for 
the Seattle Seafair summer celebration and spoke to Sailors at 
Naval Base Kitsap Bremerton during the tour. 

At the end of his visit to Whidbey, Greenert expressed 
how happy he was to visit the area and to meet with the 
Sailors of the Pacific Northwest. 

“I’d like to thank the folks up here at Whidbey Island, 
both the families supporting the Sailors stationed here and the 
Sailors stationed here,” said Greenert. “What you do is 
incredibly important and will increase in importance in the 
years ahead as we rebalance to the Pacific. 

Return to Index 
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3. Third Littoral Class Ship Much Improved, Navy Says 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 07 AUG 12) ... Jeanette Steele 

As the third ship in the Navy’s littoral class left a 
Wisconsin shipyard this week, the inaugural step toward its 
eventual home in San Diego, the Navy billed it as an 
“exponential” improvement over the controversial first vessel 
in the line. 

Slated to be called the Fort Worth, the ship heads to 
Galveston, Texas, for commissioning in September. It is 
scheduled to arrive in San Diego in early winter. 

The Fort Worth is the follow up to the Freedom, a 
monohull ship that the Navy designed to operate in shallow 
waters and to be able to swap out mission “packages” that 
allow it to fight submarines, mines or other surface ships. 

But the Freedom, and the littoral combat ship line in 
general, have been plagued with problems, including early 
cost overruns and performance and maintenance issues. A July 
report in Defense News quoted classified and unclassified 
reports revealing that the swapping out of mission units 
required weeks of planning — the opposite of the versatile 
craft the Navy has advertised. 

Vice Adm. Thomas Copeman, commander of the Naval 
Surface Forces in San Diego, answered some of the criticism 
Tuesday in a conference call with reporters. 

He said the future Fort Worth is “is a much improved 
product over LCS 1, as you would expect. The learning curve 
is almost exponential.” 

As evidence, he revealed that the Freedom received more 
than 50 “starred cards,” which mean severe deficiencies when 
a ship goes through its acceptance trials. The Fort Worth 
received about 10, he said. 

“The first two ships of the class were research and 
development ships, and they spent most of their first two years 
here doing extensive testing, both on the sea frame and the 

mission packages,” Copeman said, referring to the Freedom 
and its sister ship, the Independence, an aluminum trimaran. 

“We’ve learned an awful lot from these first two ships. 
There are a number of design changes in LCS 3 and follow-
ons that have taken the lessons learned.” 

Some of those changes, in the Fort Worth, are a 
redesigned launch and recovery system for small boats and a 
new paint system in the ship’s interior mission bay, which 
may improve corrosion and maintenance. Copeman also said 
designers reduced the ship’s weight and lengthened the hull to 
allow it to go higher speeds without more power. 

He also addressed the swap-out time, saying that it’s 
something the Navy is working on. 

At issue is a requirement to be able to shift mission 
packages in 96 hours. If the packages and crew are at a port, 
they have been able to hit the deadline in recent trials, 
Copeman said. 

“If we don’t have the package at the port, it takes longer 
than 96 hours,” he said. “We think we can meet the time 
requirement if the port is adequate to support what we need.” 

The Navy has said it intends to buy 55 littoral ships, 
making the class a hefty part of the U.S. fleet. Copeman said 
that by the end of 2016, the Navy will have 24 littoral vessels 
delivered or under contract at a shipyard. At least 16 of those 
will call San Diego home. 

He shot down recent Internet reports that the Navy is 
considering stopping at 24 ships. “I haven’t had any 
discussions with anybody on that,” he said. 

The Freedom is scheduled to deploy to Singapore for 
eight months in early 2013. Copeman said the littoral class is 
“ideal” for coastal waters that will be important to the 
Pentagon’s new Pacific and Middle East focus: The Strait of 
Hormuz off Iran and the South China Sea. 

Return to Index 
 

4. Five Business Lessons From The U.S. Navy 
(FORBES 07 AUG 12) ... Craig Malloy 

One of the world’s most efficient, effective and skilled 
organizations has an average age under 24 years old and 
experiences 100% turnover in less than every 4 years. 

The crew aboard a U.S. Navy aircraft carrier has massive 
turnover rates yet maintains their shared knowledge and 90 
years of accumulated expertise, operating at extremely high 
levels of risk and expertise. 

In comparison, the Chinese military’s first commissioned 
aircraft carrier has been in development for over a decade. 
Analysts and Chinese officials estimate it will be at least mid-
century before China can compete with one of the U.S. Navy’s 
eleven carriers. 

This requires mastering not only safe takeoffs and 
landings, among thousands of other skills and procedures, but 
also integrating their carriers into the cocoon of destroyers and 
submarines needed to protect it. 

Think about it. 50 years for the highly capable, well-
trained Chinese military to get one aircraft carrier up and 
running smoothly and decades more to assemble and operate 
an integrated Strike Group. 

What makes the U.S. Navy so good at this? Why the 50 
year timeframe to close the gap to where we are today? 

It isn’t a difference in IQ or education or even basic 
training. It absolutely is, however, the 90-year accumulation of 
shared knowledge that the U.S. Navy has amassed since 1922 
when the first plane was launched from the deck of the USS 
Langley CV-1. 

The hundreds of thousands of U.S. officers and sailors 
who have served on the 77 aircraft carriers in the U.S. fleet 
over the years have perfected the subtleties and nuances of 
carrier flight operations; through war and peacetime, trial and 
error, loss of life and limb. Each new generation builds upon 
the work of the previous one. Knowledge sharing is deeply 
ingrained in the culture of the Navy. 

Here’s how they do it so well: 

 Training. Every warfare specialty in the Navy has a 
school associated with it, whether it is assembling 
bombs, running the dining facility, or dogfighting in 
an F/A-18. It all starts with training, which is 
constantly updated by new knowledge and 
experience from the fleet. 

 Qualification Boards. In order to advance in rank or 
earn a specific qualification insignia such as lead the 
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watch team in the reactor plant, a qualification board 
is organized with a sailors superiors and qualified 
peers to test his or her knowledge. And not just the 
book or classroom knowledge matters; the subtleties, 
nuances, good judgment, experience count as well. 
(what we call tribal knowledge) 

 Practice. Every hour of every day, each sailor is 
constantly practicing their assigned role in every 
imaginable scenario. Man overboard, fire, damage 
control, chemical attack, intruders, injuries, aircraft 
incident. You name it, they practice it until it is 
second nature. 

 Reviews. Every exercise, getting underway from the 
pier or a coordinated Strike Group operation ends 
with a detailed lessons learned review, which is fed 
back into the system to improve the next time 
through. 

 Progression. The Navy has designed this ingenious 
system of enabling its sailors with a progression of 
knowledge gained by a minimum amount of time in 
each job and rank with a required set of qualifications 
before they can advance in their career. Relatively 
short assignments encourage broad experience and 
constant learning. 

Very few businesses or any organization can afford to put 
in place these types of systems of training and qualification 
boards to promote from within. We expect our new hires to hit 
the ground running with whatever education, skills and 
experience they brought from their previous role or employer 
and deliver exceptional performance, yesterday. And who has 
time for a weekly exercise simulating launching a new product 
launch or selling to a particular vertical market? They need to 
get it right the first time. 

Here are a few ways I incorporate lessons from the U.S. 
Navy in the world of technology start-ups to foster a culture of 
knowledge sharing. 

 Clear and engaging vision. It’s vital for the leader to 
put forward a vision that everyone can understand 
and believe. And you’ve got to keep reinforcing it 
day after day. Your people want to be part of a team 
that is all moving in the same direction. This fosters 
the trust and cooperation that is foundational. Day 
one lesson for military leaders. 

 Transparency of communication. Transparency and 
full disclosure of the facts, even when ugly, helps to 
build a culture of teamwork and sharing. And it can’t 

just be at the top leader level. If the CEO’s leadership 
team can’t work together, you will end up with a 
company full of functional silos, inhibiting the 
learning you need to move forward. Aboard ship, 
full, accurate and continuous communication saves 
lives. In the workplace, it can save your business. 

 Well-defined roles and responsibilities. People 
need to understand how they fit in the organization 
and for what they are responsible and accountable to 
the company and their peers. When your employees 
feel secure and competent in their jobs, they are 
much more likely to share their knowledge with the 
rest of the organization. No one does this better than 
the Navy. Sailors know their chain of command all 
the way to the President of the United States, how 
they fit in and why they are important to the mission. 

 Take care of your people. Employees as well as 
sailors know when their leader has their back. 
Nothing is more important to the morale of any 
organization. Sure, officers have more perks and pay 
than the crew, but the best officers always lead from 
the front and their people will follow them through 
fire or a firefight. This builds the camaraderie and 
culture the organization needs to keep learning and 
growing. 

 Arm your team with the right tools. The Navy 
always brings the best technology as fast as it can to 
the ships, submarines and aircraft in order to maintain 
their competitive advantage. In the business world, 
workflow, productivity and collaboration tools can 
make the difference between staying ahead. 

What lessons are here for leaders and managers of 
businesses? Many of us have workforces that are older, 
perhaps better educated and with a longer tenure than an 
aircraft carrier. But we struggle to capture and perpetuate the 
knowledge that our organization accumulates over time and 
share it with our colleagues so that our team performance can 
improve. 

Implementing these principles into your organization 
takes time, effort and patience. A new generation of 
knowledge sharing tools that are coming available can help as 
well. And hopefully it won’t take us 50 years to catch up to 
our competitors. 

Craig Malloy is CEO of Bloomfire, an Austin startup that 
offers knowledge sharing applications for teams and 
organizations, and is a former Navy officer 
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CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
5. Carrier Abraham Lincoln Arrives In Norfolk 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 07 AUG 12) ... Mike Hixenbaugh 

In the year since Morgan Miller married her Sailor 
husband, she has seen him off on a deployment, given birth to 
their first child and moved all of their belongings 3,000 miles 
across the country. 

She kissed Petty Officer 3rd Class Ryan Miller this 
afternoon and intoduced him to his son, Zane, after he stepped 
off the aircraft carrier Abraham Lincoln, which arrived at 

Norfolk Naval Station following an eight month deployment 
to the Persian Gulf and Arabian Sea. 

This afternoon she'll give him a tour of their new home in 
Portsmouth. They'll stay just one night, though: Wednesday, 
they fly back to Everett, Wash., to retrieve her husband's 
pickup truck. 
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Driving three thousand miles with an 8-month-old? 
Morgan says she can handle it. 

"This has probably been the most stressful time in my 
life," Morgan said as the ship approached the pier. 

In the coming months, the Lincoln will prepare to enter 
Newport News Shipbuilding for a nuclear refueling and 
overhaul, a process that takes four years. It was commissioned 
here in 1989, but has since spent its career on the West Coast, 
most recently based out of Everett. 

View Gallery (11 Photos) 
Broadcast Clip - USS Abraham Lincoln Arrives In 

Norfolk 
(WTKR CBS NORFOLK 07 AUG 12) Marie Coronel 
After eight months thousands of Sailors aboard the USS 

Abraham Lincoln are back with loved ones. They participated 
in combat missions, humanitarian efforts, and training. 

But R&R won’t come easy, they all have the task of 
adjusting to their new homes. 

The carrier, which has been based out of Washington 
State, will now call Norfolk home while she gets a facelift and 
goes through repairs. 

While the crew was away their families spent the time 
getting settled in. 

Crystal Ruiz, a Navy wife, says “This was the first time I 
had to find the house for us and I had to do the move myself.” 

A job the Navy says is part of being a military family. 
But as soon as the ship pulled into port all of the 

preparation and hard work was forgotten. 
As parents met their children for the first time, loved ones 

remembered how fortunate they were to have their Sailors 
back in their arms. 

The Lincoln will move to the shipyard next February. 
View Clip (RT: 1:47) 
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6. Peleliu ARG Completes COMPTUEX 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 07 AUG 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist Seaman Jasmine Sheard, USS Peleliu Public Affairs 

SAN DIEGO -- The Peleliu Amphibious Ready Group 
(PEL ARG) and 15th Marine Expeditionary Unit (MEU) 
completed their composite unit training exercise 
(COMPTUEX) off the coast of California, Aug. 7. 

"COMPTUEX provided an opportunity for the PEL ARG 
and the 15th MEU to solidify our relationship and increase 
familiarity with each other," said Cmdr. Brian Boycourt, 
Peleliu's operations officer. "Because of dedication to 
continuous integration, both organizations have a stronger 
understanding of each other's missions and procedures." 

The PEL ARG consists of amphibious assault ship USS 
Peleliu (LHA 5), amphibious landing dock ship USS 
Rushmore (LSD 47) and amphibious transport dock ship USS 
Green Bay (LPD 20). 

The exercise tested the ARG ships' specific warfare areas 
and missions, prior to an upcoming deployment. 

Planners designed the scenarios to be as realistic as 
possible to ensure that the ARG is capable of conducting 
maritime security and flexibility. 

"These missions were evaluated over many days while the 
ARG performed its duties in response to continuous, ever 
changing scenarios," said Boycourt. 

The scenarios included multiple restricted course 
maneuverings where the ARG's self-defense forces integrated 
with Marine weapons teams as well as helicopters from the 
aviation combat element. Additionally, the complex exercise 
included non-combatant evacuation operations, a mechanized 
amphibious raid, an island seizure, tactical recovery of aircraft 
and personnel, casualty evacuation operations and several 
Marine insertions. 

Flight and well deck operations also played their roles 
during the exercise by transporting equipment and personnel 
on helicopters and utility landing craft. 

"As Deck department, we played a valuable asset to the 
mission at hand," said Ensign Brandley Sinoc, Peleliu's 
boatswain. "With combine efforts, we worked with the combat 
cargo team to make sure their manifest for personnel and 
heavy equipment was accurate. 

The Air department directly supported the 15th MEU and 
ACE by conducted 1,061 launches and recoveries, 440 aircraft 
moves, and 201 elevator evolutions while spending 209 hours 
at flight quarters. The flagship served as a staging platform for 
launch and recovery of aircraft. This allowed the Navy/Marine 
Corps team flexibility for assaults and recovery of simulated 
injured personnel. 

"These exercises continued to improve upon existing 
relationships and skills within the Navy/Marine Corps team 
and demonstrated the ability for an ARG to project power 
ashore," said Capt. Monte Ulmer, Peleliu's air boss. "I could 
not be happier with the effort, efficiency, and skill with which 
our Sailors performed during a very demanding 
COMPTUEX." 

To prepare for COMPUTEX, the ships reviewed 
operational processes, material and training readiness and 
areas for improvement. Warfare commanders stressed 
integrated training and learns lessoned from previous 
deployments. 

"COMPTUEX allowed us to practice our pre-planned 
responses to various situations that we might encounter on 
deployment, and we were provided the opportunity to practice 
numerous missions that we could be called on to perform 
during deployment," concluded Boycourt. 

COMPTUEX promotes Commander, U.S. 3rd Fleet's 
training focus of providing training necessary for an effective 
global Navy in order to strengthen the ability to respond to 
crisis and protect the collective maritime interests of the U.S. 
and its allies and partners. 
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7. Blue Ridge Departs Fleet Activities Yokosuka 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 07 AUG 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist Seaman Ben Larscheid, USS Blue Ridge Public Affairs 

YOKOSUKA, Japan -- U.S. 7th Fleet flagship USS Blue 
Ridge (LCC 19) departed Fleet Activities Yokosuka, Aug. 7, 
to patrol the southeast Asian-Pacific region. 

With Capt. Will Pennington at the helm for the first time 
since he assumed command July 27, Blue Ridge will continue 
to strengthen partnerships through exercises with foreign 
navies and various community engagement opportunities with 
local aid groups. 

It is is manned by more than 700 Sailors, including 
embarked 7th Fleet staff, Helicopter Anti-submarine Squadron 
Light 51 "Warlords" and Marines from Fleet Anti-terrorism 
Security Team Pacific. 

"We have got ourselves a great and knowledgeable crew," 
said Boatswain's Mate 1st Class Terrence Phillips. "I know 

this patrol is going to be great because we are mission capable 
and mission ready. We always do whatever it takes to do it 
right." 

Blue Ridge will provide advanced communications 
capabilities throughout the 7th Fleet, supporting theater 
security cooperation, fleet coordination and engagement goals 
during the patrol. 

Blue Ridge has been forward deployed to Yokosuka, 
Japan for nearly 33 years. As the flagship for Commander, 
U.S. 7th Fleet, Vice Adm. Scott H. Swift, Blue Ridge is 
instrumental in forging partnerships in the region while 
leading the fleet with its advanced shipboard communications 
systems. 
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GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
8. U.S. Navy Chief Discusses Military Cooperation With Lebanese Army 
(BEIRUT DAILY STAR (LEBANON) 08 AUG 12) 

BEIRUT -- U.S. Naval Forces Central Command 
(NAVCENT) Commander Vice Admiral John Miller 
addressed bilateral military cooperation in talks with senior 
Lebanese Army and Navy officials. 

In his separate meetings Tuesday with Lebanese Army 
Commander Gen. Jean Kahwagi and Lebanese Navy 
Commander Rear Admiral Nazih Baroudi, Miller emphasized 
the “strong and sustained naval cooperation between the two 
countries.” 

A statement released by the U.S. Embassy in Beirut said 
Miller also “underscored NAVCENT’s support for Lebanon’s 

initiatives to implement its obligations under United Nations 
Security Council Resolution 1701.” 

Miller, the statement added, renewed Washington’s 
commitment to a stable, sovereign and independent Lebanon. 

The Lebanese Army said Miller and Kahwagi discussed 
“cooperation between the armies of the two countries and joint 
naval exercises.” 

Miller, who arrived in Beirut Tuesday from Bahrain, flew 
to the U.S. via Frankfurt, Germany, later in the day. 
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9. U.S. At A Junction Regarding Syria 
Clinton reportedly to meet in Turkey with ‘activists on the ground’ 
(WASHINGTON POST 08 AUG 12) ... Karen DeYoung and Anne Gearan 

The collapse of the U.N. initiative on Syria, rebel gains 
that opened corridor from Turkey to Aleppo, and a rash of 
high-level defections mark a turning point in the Syrian crisis 
and in the Obama administration’s plans for influencing the 
outcome. 

While some U.S. officials, particularly inside the State 
Department, are pushing for more direct assistance to the 
Syrian opposition, for now administration policy remains 
focused on non-lethal aid and planning for the day after the 
fall of Syrian President Bashar al-Assad. 

In a hastily arranged trip to Turkey this weekend, 
Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton plans to meet with 
Syrian opposition figures beyond the exile leaders who have 
been the public political face of the insurgency, a senior 
administration official said. 

“Now that we’ve turned away from the United Nations, 
and there’s a lot going on” inside Syria, Clinton wants to talk 
to “activists on the ground,” said the official. 

In remarks Tuesday during a visit to South Africa, Clinton 
did not address long-standing demands by rebel fighters for 
U.S. military help. Instead, she said that “the intensity of the 
fighting in Aleppo, the defections, really point out how 

imperative it is that we come together and work toward a good 
transition plan.” 

On Monday, Syrian Prime Minister Riad al-Hijab 
resigned his post and fled to Jordan, part of a wave of 
defections that have depleted Assad’s ranks. 

Despite the defections and rebel gains, a second U.S. 
official involved in the discussions said the administration 
remains unsure of the identities and motives of many 
opposition figures inside Syria. The official also said there are 
continuing changes in intelligence on which groups are in 
control of particular villages and districts inside Syria. 

The official and others interviewed for this article spoke 
on the condition of anonymity because of the sensitive nature 
of the information. 

“It’s not as though there’s a government in waiting or 
some secret commander somewhere,” the administration 
official in Washington said. 

While Clinton does not plan to meet with representatives 
of the Free Syrian Army, the primary rebel military 
organization, her stop in Turkey is designed to give her more 
visibility into opposition figures directly involved inside Syria. 
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She will also talk with Turkish officials who are involved 
more directly with the opposition movement. 

Clinton’s decision to stop in Turkey on Saturday at the 
end of an unrelated Africa trip also reflects Turkey’s concern 
about the potential for a long civil war at its doorstep and the 
problems created by the tens of thousands of Syrian refugees 
streaming across its border. 

The Turks “don’t know what they want,” said Henri 
Barkey of Lehigh University. “We don’t have a clear policy; 
why do we expect them to have a clear policy?” The next step 
is “is military activity,” he said, “and they don’t want to do it. 
Even though they are very much against Assad, there’s no 
support for that in Turkey.” 

Discussions are ongoing among the administration, its 
allies and the opposition about whether it is feasible, or even 
desirable, to try to protect rebel gains around the Syrian city of 
Aleppo, and the newly opened corridor between it and the 
Turkish border. 

“There are implications attached to it,” said Sen. John F. 
Kerry (D-Mass.), whose Foreign Relations Committee last 
week received the latest in a series of classified administration 
briefings on the subject. 

“Once you’ve made that kind of move,” Kerry said, “you 
have to have a full determination of how you back it up” if 
Assad decides to contest it. Although the road from Aleppo is 
under rebel control, it remains under attack at a distance from 
government artillery and air power. 

“I don’t think it’s a ‘no way, Jose’ situation,” Kerry said 
about possible intervention. “But there are limits, and the 
constraints are very real. That is not to say there isn’t a fair 
amount of energy being put into how do you change the 
calculus for Assad on the ground.” 

The administration is considering several options, 
including increasing intelligence sharing with the Free Syrian 
Army and providing additional communications equipment. 
Other options are using air power to protect the corridor to 
Aleppo and increasing the weapons being provided to the 
rebels via Saudi Arabia and Qatar, among others. 

Citing the pace of defections and rebel momentum, 
Clinton addressed the urgent need for plans to prevent 
sectarian warfare or imported terrorism in Syria after Assad’s 
inevitable fall, and suggested that the United States is 
accelerating planning for what she called “the day after.” 

“I do think we can begin talking about and planning for 
what happens next,” she said in an appearance with South 
African Foreign Minister Maite Nkoana-Mashabane. 

U.S. officials do not hold a uniform view of Assad’s 
longevity, but Clinton is concerned that a quick fall could 
open a dangerous vacuum. 

Clinton also warned against outsiders trying to exploit a 
power vacuum by sending proxies or “terrorist fighters.” In an 
apparent warning to Iran, she said “that will not be tolerated.” 

In her talks with the opposition, the senior administration 
official said, Clinton will emphasize the need to keep Syria’s 
security services and police intact to avoid the kind of chaos 
that resulted when those institutions were disbanded following 
the U.S. invasion of Iraq. Syrians “will want water, food, 
humanitarian [relief] and medical care,” the official said, and 
“we know that no matter who comes [into power] we want to 
be thinking about what we need to put our embassy staff back 
into Damascus.” 

“We have to think about what we can do to support a 
Syrian-led democratic transition that protects the rights of all 
Syrians,” Clinton said, adding that she will discuss that 
priority in Istanbul on Saturday. 
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10. Iran Envoy Casts Syria As Part Of Wider Conflict 
(NEW YORK TIMES 08 AUG 12) ... Damien Cave 

BEIRUT — Iran moved on Tuesday to reframe the Syrian 
conflict as part of a wider battle with the United States and 
other hostile world powers, dispatching the personal 
representative of its paramount leader, Ayatollah Ali 
Khamenei, to Damascus for a televised display of solidarity 
with Syria’s president as battles raged and dozens of Iranian 
hostages in rebel custody were threatened with death. 

Syrian television showed an Iranian delegation led by the 
aide, Saeed Jalili, at the presidential palace in Damascus 
during President Bashar al-Assad’s first televised appearance 
since a bomb killed four of his top security officials last 
month. The backdrop of the meeting was a serious escalation 
in the war, with rebel brigades and Syrian fighter jets facing 
off in Aleppo, Syria’s largest metropolis, as opposition groups 
reported shelling or clashes in more than a dozen cities and 
towns. 

Mr. Jalili, a top diplomat who is also the head of Iran’s 
Supreme National Security Council, said Iran would not 
accept any interference from outside powers in the 17-month-
old conflict in Syria, a country that has been a vital piece of 
Iran’s power projection in the Middle East since the Islamic 
Revolution three decades ago. 

With Mr. Assad’s hold on power appearing more tenuous 
by the day, the visit underscored Iran’s increasingly dogmatic 
view of the conflict. 

“What is happening in Syria is not an internal Syrian issue 
but a conflict between the axis of the resistance and its 
enemies in the region and the world,” Mr. Jalili said in 
comments reported on Syrian state television. He added: “Iran 
will not tolerate, in any form, the breaking of the axis of the 
resistance, of which Syria is an intrinsic part.” 

The comments came as Iran completed plans to host a 
meeting on Thursday with other allies of Syria, which it has 
not identified, to discuss the conflict. 

In tone and substance, Iranian officials seem to be 
recasting Syria’s role in the region in the same 
uncompromising rhetoric of Iran’s battle with the West over 
its nuclear program. As Iran suffocates under international 
anti-nuclear sanctions, its leaders appear to have bundled 
Syria’s fight with their own, warning countries to stop 
meddling with Mr. Assad. 

Iranian political analysts in the West said Iran’s leaders, 
having aligned themselves with the Syrian government for so 
long, also feel more than ever that they have no other recourse 
but to stick with Mr. Assad, even if his government has 
committed harsh abuses. His adversaries, both in and out of 
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Syria, have expressed deep antipathy for Iran. If they took 
power, they would most likely move to undo an alliance that 
has been a fundamental piece of Iranian foreign policy. 

“Iran, in a lot of ways, has no Plan B,” said Alireza 
Nader, an expert on Iran at the Washington offices of the 
RAND Corporation, a research group. “I think the main issue 
is that Iranian foreign policy has become so rigid that it’s hard 
to come up with a Plan B. They’ve built this framework of 
resistance that’s hard to escape.” 

Mr. Jalili’s visit, which was also an attempt to secure the 
release of 45 Iranian hostages held by Syrian rebels, appeared 
to strain relations with Turkey, an important trading partner 
that has been alienated by Mr. Assad. The Foreign Ministry in 
Turkey — where Iran’s foreign minister, Ali Akbar Salehi, 
was visiting — issued a strong rebuke. 

“It is unacceptable and irresponsible that Iranian officials 
in various posts continue to target our country through their 
statements,” the Foreign Ministry said in a statement. Seeking 
to shift blame back to Mr. Assad, it added: “Everyone knows 
who, inside and outside Syria, is responsible for the human 
tragedy caused by the Syrian regime. They will be called to 
account by history and human conscience.” 

Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton, traveling in 
South Africa, also warned against turning Syria into a proving 
ground for outside interests. “Those who are attempting to 
exploit the misery of the Syrian people, either by sending in 
proxies or sending in terrorist fighters, must recognize that 
that will not be tolerated, first and foremost by the Syrian 
people,” she said. 

Accounts of the Assad-Jalili meeting in Syria’s state news 
media emphasized the view that Mr. Assad’s government was 
resilient and in control. Syria television reported that Mr. 
Assad had assured Mr. Jalili that the Syrian people would 
make sure that “foreign projects” in Syria failed as the 
government pursued its enemies “without complacency.” 

According to Iranian news reports, Mr. Jalili told Mr. 
Assad that “we should not allow the enemies to take revenge” 
for what Iran views as the defeat of Israel in 2006 and 2009 in 
wars with “the resistance front,” a strategic alliance of the 
Iran, Syria, the Palestinian Islamic Jihad Movement and the 
Hezbollah organization in Lebanon. 

The two leaders were also likely to have discussed the 
Iranian hostages. Although the substance of that discussion 
was not divulged, Iran’s state news agencies reported that the 
mass abduction in Damascus on Sunday was the impetus for 
the visit. Iran has insisted that the hostages were religious 
pilgrims, and that the kidnapping illustrates rebel brutality. 
The rebels called the Iranians spies. 

The standoff intensified on Monday when the brigade 
holding the Iranians said three had been killed by Syrian Army 
shelling and it threatened to kill the rest if the bombardment 

resumed. Iran, in turn, issued a vague threat against the United 
States and its allies. “The Iranian nation will not ignore these 
crimes,” Ali Larijani, Iran’s head of Parliament, told the 
Islamic Students News Agency. 

Iranian news media also reported that the Foreign 
Ministry had summoned the ranking diplomat at the Swiss 
Embassy in Tehran, which handles American interests in the 
absence of diplomatic relations, to protest the hostage-taking 
and warn that Iran considers the United States responsible for 
the well-being of the captives. 

In Washington, a State Department spokesman, Patrick 
Ventrell, confirmed that the Swiss had been summoned but 
declined to discuss details. He said that the United States did 
not know the identity of the captive Iranians, that it wanted all 
captives in Syria to be treated humanely, and that Iran’s 
warning did not “seem to make any sense.” 

Some analysts said the hostage focus was simply theater 
directed by Iranian leaders. “They will just negotiate with 
Turkey and Qatar for their release,” said Sarkis Naoum, an 
analyst and columnist in Lebanon. 

It was possible, some analysts said, that Mr. Jalili visited 
to test the strength of the government and explore how to 
protect Iran’s interests if Mr. Assad falls. 

Andrew J. Tabler, an analyst with the Washington 
Institute for Near East Policy, said the rapidly evolving 
situation in Syria was pushing Iran to face a dilemma of 
logistics and politics. “When push comes to shove, how much 
would they do to save Assad?” he said. 

Iran now finds itself on the opposite side of Middle East 
chaos. In Iraq, it had an interest in fueling an insurgency to pin 
down the Americans, but in Syria, Iran benefits from state 
control and stability. Entropy and war keep Mr. Assad from 
assisting with Iran’s battle against Israel and Iran’s protracted 
fight over the right to enrich uranium, which its adversaries 
suspect is a cover for the development of nuclear weapons. 
Iran contends that its uranium enrichment is for peaceful 
purposes. 

Some analysts said Iran’s hand had been forced by the 
breakdown of a diplomatic effort to find a solution in Syria 
through the United Nations and multilateral meetings, which 
suffered a severe blow last week when Kofi Annan, the 
diplomat leading that effort, resigned in frustration. Without a 
way to negotiate, and with other regional powers like Turkey 
and Saudi Arabia more open in their support of the Syrian 
opposition, Iran appears to have decided that it, too, must 
show it has joined the fight. 

“Iran is saying: ‘We are involved. We are inside the 
battle,’ ” said Talal Atrissi, a Lebanese political analyst and an 
expert on Iran. He added, “It means this is now a more 
international war.” 
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11. Chinese Missile Carrier Qingdao Moves From Sevastopol To Istanbul 
(MOSCOW INTERFAX-AVN 08 AUG 12) 

SEVASTOPOL -- The Chinese Navy destroyer Qingdao 
left Sevastopol a day earlier and is now at the Turkish port of 
Istanbul, a source in the Ukrainian Navy told Interfax-AVN on 
Tuesday. 

"A day earlier the Chinese destroyer left the Sea Station 
in Sevastopol, where it was at the invitation of the Navy 

Command, and entered Istanbul today on an informal visit," 
the source said. 

Qingdao is accompanied by the frigate Yantai, which was 
at the Romanian port of Constanta on Monday and entered 
Bulgaria's Varna on Tuesday, he said. 
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"Apparently, the Chinese warships decided to visit all the 
main ports in the Black Sea region," the Ukrainian Navy 
representative said. 

Since its last visit to Sevastopol in 2002, the Chinese 
destroyer has undergone a noticeable modernization of its 
weapons and radars, which are now Chinese and no longer 
French-made, the source said. 

The Chinese destroyer and frigate entered the Black Sea 
on July 31. The destroyer entered Sevastopol, while the frigate 
headed to Constanta. 

The main aim of the visit is to study the navigational and 
geographical specifics of the theater, officials said. Under the 
Montreux Convention, any foreign ship entering the Black Sea 
can stay there no more than 21 days. 
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12. U.S. To Deploy Drones Over Diaoyutais 
(TAIPEI TIMES 08 AUG 12) ... J. Michael Cole 

The U.S. will use its most advanced unmanned 
reconnaissance aircraft to monitor Chinese activity in waters 
surrounding the Diaoyutai Islands, the object of an 
acrimonious dispute between Beijing and Tokyo, Japanese 
media are reporting. 

The decision was made during a meeting between 
Japanese Defense Minister Satoshi Morimoto and U.S. 
Secretary of Defense Leon Panetta at the Pentagon on Sunday, 
NHK and the Yomiuri Shimbun said, adding that the drones 
would also conduct surveillance around Okinawa. 

At least three unarmed Northrop Grumman RQ-4 Global 
Hawk drones have been deployed at Andersen Air Force Base 
on Guam since September 2010, bolstering the operational 
intelligence capabilities of U.S. forces in the Asia-Pacific. 

Operating at an altitude of about 18,000m, the RQ-4 
provides near-real-time, long-range intelligence, surveillance 
and reconnaissance imagery by means of a high-resolution 
synthetic aperture radar. It played a role in damage assessment 
following the disaster at Japan's Fukushima Dai-ichi nuclear 
power plant in March last year. 

Amid rising tensions between Japan and China over the 
disputed islets, the Japan Maritime Self-Defense Force has 
mostly relied on P-3C "Orion" surveillance aircraft to monitor 
Chinese naval activity in the area. 

Taiwan also claims sovereignty over the islands. 
Tetsuo Kotani, a fellow at The Japan Institute of 

International Affairs in Tokyo, said the deployment sends an 
important message. 

"One of the urgent issues for the U.S.-Japan alliance is to 
enhance intelligence, surveillance and reconnaissance [ISR] 
cooperation," he told the Taipei Times yesterday. "The Global 
Hawk can serve as a symbol of allied ISR cooperation." 

"This is an important step for the alliance and sends a 
strong message to Beijing that Washington stands firmly with 
Tokyo," he said. 

Although the U.S. does not officially take a position on 
the sovereignty dispute, some believe the Diaoyutais fall 
within the scope of Article 5 of the U.S.-Japan Treaty of 
Mutual Co-operation and Security. 

However, Kotani said Beijing should not misunderstand 
the real message. 

"This is U.S. reassurance to Japan. As long as Japan is 
reassured by the U.S., Japan does not have to take provocative 
actions vis-a-vis Beijing over the Senkakus," he said. "No 
country wants to increase the tensions." 

The Diaoyutais are known as the Senkaku Islands in 
Japan. 

During Sunday's meeting, Panetta and Morimoto also 
agreed to explore eventual revisions of the Guidelines for 
Japan-U.S. Defense Cooperation, which govern cooperation 
between the Japan Self-Defense Forces and the U.S. military 
during crises. 

Passed in 1978, the guidelines were substantially revised 
in 1997 in response to the North Korean nuclear program. 

"We shared the view that it's important to jointly study 
and discuss [security matters], taking into consideration 
changes in the security environment and what Japan-U.S. 
cooperation should be," Morimoto told a press conference. 

According to the Yomiuri Shimbun, the review will focus 
on defense cooperation on the Nansei Islands in response to 
Chinese military expansion and increasing activity in waters 
surrounding Japan, as well as North Korea's nuclear and 
missile development and post-disaster cooperation. 

No specific procedures or timeline for the review were 
discussed. 
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13. Navy Chief Says Indian Ocean Is Priority, Not South China Sea 
(BUSINESS STANDARD (INDIA) 08 AUG 12) ... Ajai Shukla 

NEW DELHI -- Seven months after U.S. President 
Barack Obama signaled America’s new strategic focus on 
China, announcing a “rebalance to the Asia-Pacific region” 
and naming India as a key ally, India’s Navy chief stated that 
his focus was on the Indian Ocean and not on the increasingly 
militarised waters of the South China Sea. 

Addressing a press conference in New Delhi today, the 
Chief of Naval Staff (CNS), Admiral Nirmal Verma, said, 
notwithstanding “major policy statements from the U.S., from 
our perspective the primary areas of interest to us is from the 
Malacca Strait to the (Persian/Arabian) Gulf in the west, and 
to the Cape of Good Hope in the south… the Pacific and the 

South China Sea are of concern to us, but activation in those 
areas is not on the cards.” 

The CNS pointed instead to the Indian Navy’s 
cooperation with China, particularly in anti-piracy patrols off 
West Asia, where the Indian, Chinese and Japanese navies 
coordinate their patrolling. 

Admiral Verma talked down any prospect of coordinating 
with the U.S. Navy, making it clear that lowering, not raising, 
tensions was in India’s interest. “Certainly as far as 
rebalancing is concerned, we don’t want a situation where 
something happens in (the) South China Sea to upset global 
shipping because it is going to have an impact on everybody. I 
do believe there are efforts on from the major powers that are 
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involved in South China Sea and they will also calibrate their 
steps so that such a situation does not arise.” 

In fact, the U.S. and India have held extensive discussions 
on the evolving situation in the Asia-Pacific. U.S. Assistant 
Secretary of State for Political-Military Affairs, Andrew 
Shapiro met with Indian officials in April, renewing the 
political-military dialogue after a gap of six years. U.S. 
Defence Secretary, Leon Panetta, held discussions with 
Defence Minister, A K Antony in June. The Asia-Pacific was 
also discussed in detail during the third U.S.-India Strategic 
Dialogue that month. 

The joint statement issued at the end of that dialogue says, 
“The United States and India have a shared vision for peace, 
stability, and prosperity in Asia, the Indian Ocean region, and 
the Pacific region and are committed to work together, and 
with others in the region, for the evolution of an open, 
balanced, and inclusive architecture…. They agreed to further 
enhance their consultations on the Indian Ocean region.” 

Admiral Verma today detailed the major Indian naval 
build-up in the IOR. He said a record 15 new surface ships had 
joined the Indian Navy’s fleet over the past five years, and the 
nuclear attack submarine, INS Chakra, leased from Russia. 
Another 46 are currently being built: 43 in Indian shipyards, 
and three in Russia. 

Another 49 warships are in the MoD’s lengthy 
procurement pipeline. These include seven frigates that will 
soon be built at Mazagon Dock Ltd, Mumbai and Garden 
Reach Shipbuilders & Engineers, Kolkata (GRSE) under 
Project 17A; four water-jet fast attack craft to be built at 
GRSE; a training ship that will be built in a private shipyard; 
eight mine hunters, of which two will be built in South Korea 
and six more in Goa Shipyard Ltd with transferred Korean 
technology. 

In addition, the construction of six more conventional 
submarines under Project 75(I) is “at the final stages of 

approval,” and evaluation is underway for buying a Deep 
Submergence and Rescue vessel for rescuing sailors from any 
distressed submarine. During “the coming months,” tenders 
will be issued for four Landing Platform Docks (LPDs), 16 
anti-submarine vessels designed for shallow coastal waters; 
one survey training vessel; and two diving support vessels. 

Admiral Verma forecast that “over the next five years we 
expect to induct ships and submarines at an average rate of 
five platforms per year, provided the yards deliver as per 
contracted timelines.” Much of this build-up is centred on the 
Andaman and Nicobar Islands, located in the Bay of Bengal, 
1200 km from the Indian mainland, which dominate the 
international shipping lanes leading into the Malacca Strait. 
This is a key choke point for all shipping transit—from West 
Asia to the South China Sea. 

Last week, the Naval chief inaugurated a Naval air base, 
INS Baaz, on the Great Nicobar Island, at the very mouth of 
the Malacca Strait. This supplements the Indian Air Force 
(IAF) fighter base at Car Nicobar. INS Baaz, 300 km closer to 
the Malacca Strait than Car Nicobar, does not yet have a 
runway long enough for fighter aircraft. But the Naval chief 
revealed that land acquisition was under way and 
environmental clearances being obtained for a 10,000-foot-
long runway that would allow fighter operations. 

While inaugurating INS Baaz on July 31, Admiral Verma 
had declared the navy would be “progressively increasing the 
number of warships” based at Port Blair, the headquarters of 
India’s only tri-service command, the Andaman and Nicobar 
Command. 

Hailing the base’s “brilliant strategic location,” the Naval 
chief stated that additional bases would be “dispersed along 
the entire length of the island chain, so as to maximise the 
reach and time-on-task for ships and aircraft on patrol” in the 
area. 
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14. India's Elusive Nuclear Triad Will Be Operational Soon: Navy Chief 
(MUMBAI TIMES OF INDIA 08 AUG 12) ... Rajat Pandit 

NEW DELHI -- India's nuclear triad - the ability to fire 
nukes from land, air and sea - will soon be in place. After 
some delays and hiccups, the country's first nuclear submarine 
INS Arihant is getting ready "to go to sea" within the next few 
months. 

"INS Arihant is steadily progressing towards becoming 
operational...we are pretty close to putting it to sea (for 
extensive trials and missile firings)," announced Navy chief 
Admiral Nirmal Verma on Tuesday. 

"Navy is poised to complete the triad, and our maritime 
and nuclear doctrines will then be aligned to ensure our 
nuclear insurance comes from the sea. Given our unequivocal 
'no first-use commitment', a retaliatory strike capability that is 
credible and invulnerable is an imperative," he added. 

The Navy chief's emphatic statement comes a week after 
DRDO officially declared the country's first-ever SLBM 
(submarine-launched ballistic missile) or the K-15 missile, 
with a strike range of 750-km, was "ready for induction.” 

India has for some time possessed the Agni series of 
ballistic missiles as well as fighter-bombers to constitute the 
land and air-based legs of the triad. The long-elusive 
underwater leg, considered the most effective for both pre-

emptive as well as retaliatory strikes, now finally seems to be 
taking shape with INS Arihant and its two follow-on SSBNs 
(nuclear-powered submarines armed with ballistic nuclear-
tipped missiles). 

The 6,000-tonne submarine, which has four missile silos 
on its hump to carry either 12 K-15s or four of the under-
development 3,500-km range K-4 missiles, will head for sea 
only after its 83 MW pressurized light-water reactor goes 
"critical.” So far, it has been undergoing systematic checks of 
all its sub-systems as well as "harbour-acceptance trials" on 
shore-based steam at Vizag. 

With 46 warships and submarines being constructed, and 
another 49 in the pipeline under overall plans worth Rs 2.73 
lakh crore, Admiral Verma said, "Today, I am confident we do 
not suffer asymmetries with anyone. We have the wherewithal 
to defend our maritime interests." 

Brushing aside questions on the new U.S. strategy to 
"rebalance" forces towards the Asia-Pacific as well as China's 
growing maritime might and assertiveness, the Navy chief said 
India's "primary" area of strategic interest lay between the 
Gulf and Malacca Strait, extending "down south to the Cape 
of Good Hope.” 
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While India is not going to "actively deploy" in the 
contentious South China Sea, where China is enmeshed in 
territorial disputes with Vietnam, the Philippines and others, 
he said "all the players" there should ensure hostilities do not 
erupt in the region and hit global shipping and trade. 

Turning to maritime terrorism, Admiral Verma said both 
the Navy and Coast Guard were now much better prepared 

and equipped to tackle 26/11-like attacks from outfits like 
Lashkar-e-Taiba. "Even before Abu Jundal (key 26/11 
handler) said it, we had factored in such possibilities," he said. 

"Terrorism from the sea and terrorism at sea are now 
realities of our times. In our external environment, one of our 
core concerns is the coalescing of the 'state' with 'non-state' 
entities," he added. 
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15. Terror Threats Factored Into Navy’s Preparations 
“Terrorism from the sea and terrorism at sea are now present day realities” 
(CHENNAI HINDU 08 AUG 12) ... Vinay Kumar 

NEW DELHI -- Stressing that besides conventional 
challenges and geopolitical forces, terrorism from the sea and 
terrorism at sea were now present-day realities, Indian Navy 
Chief Admiral Nirmal Verma on Tuesday said one of the 
“core concerns” of the maritime force was the coalescing of 
the “State” with “non-State” entities. 

Responding to a query about the Navy’s preparation to 
take on a 26/11 type terror attack, particularly in the wake of 
recent disclosures that the Lashkar-e-Taiba had reactivated its 
maritime wing, Admiral Verma said such threats had been 
factored in the preparations of the Navy. 

Addressing his farewell press conference as he nears the 
end of his three-year tenure as Chief of the Naval Staff this 
month-end, Admiral Verma said coastal security efforts all 
along the 7,500-km coastline had incorporated local fishing 
communities as the “eyes and ears” of the country’s coastal 
security matrix. 

About taking on a 26/11-type terror strike, Admiral 
Verma said: “There will always remain uncertainties and 
adversaries but we intend to ensure that the levels of 
asymmetry are never such that they encourage adventurism.” 

“Our strategy intends to ensure that there is no schism 
between the challenges we face and our capabilities to respond 
to them,” he added. 

On the challenges of the changing operating environment 
with respect to piracy, Admiral Verma said the “plague” of 
piracy around Indian island territories and the Gulf of Aden 
had been arrested to a significant extent. 

“The success rate of piracy has dropped from 38 per cent 
in 2008 to approximately 11 per cent till 2011 and even further 
in 2012. Our anti-piracy operations have, thus far, been 
coordinated trilaterally with the Chinese and Japanese, and in 
the near future this initiative could include the South Korean 

navy,” he said. Over 2,100 merchantmen have been escorted 
by Indian Navy ships and 40 piracy attempts have been 
averted, he added. 

Noting that “proactive and effective action” by the Navy 
and the Coast Guard have neutralised pirate ships operating in 
the region, the Navy chief said that over the past year, there 
had not been a single incident of piracy within 300 nautical 
miles of the country’s island territories on the West coast. 

Asked about the American plans to re-balance the Asia 
Pacific region by deployment of naval warships, the Navy 
Chief said: “Our primary area of interest extends from the 
Malacca Straits to the Gulf on the west and down south up to 
the Cape of Good Hope. This is the area where we would like 
to do much more than what we are doing today.” 

“Pacific and South China Sea are of concern to the global 
community but in terms of actual deployments on our side, it 
is not on the cards as I think there is a lot of unfinished 
business as far as IOR [Indian Ocean Region] is concerned,” 
he added. 

Record Number Of Ships 
A record number of 15 ships had been commissioned into 

the Navy over the past three years, which included the three 
Shivalik class stealth frigates – Shivalik, Satpura and Sahyadri 
– two fleet tankers, Deepak and Shakti, he said. 

The Navy Chief said that given India’s unequivocal “no-
first use commitment,” a retaliatory strike capability that was 
credible and invulnerable remains an imperative. He said that 
maritime and nuclear doctrines would be aligned to ensure that 
“our nuclear insurance comes from the sea.” 

Referring to the indigenous warship building programme, 
Admiral Verma said it was poised to touch new heights with 
43 warships currently under construction in the country’s 
shipyards. 
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PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
16. 1.7% Military Pay Raise Appears Settled For Jan. 1 
(NAVY TIMES 13 AUG 12) ... Rick Maze 

In what is likely to be the final word on the 2013 defense 
budget, a key Senate committee voted Aug. 2 to support a 1.7 
percent military pay raise Jan. 1 while rejecting a Pentagon 
request for big Tricare fee increases. 

The Senate Appropriations Committee made those calls 
as it passed a $604.5 billion defense spending bill for the fiscal 
year that begins Oct. 1. 

Among the committees that craft the defense budget, the 
Pentagon went 0-for-4 in selling the idea of income-based 

Tricare fees, but went 4-for-4 with the Jan. 1 pay raise, which 
would match average private-sector wage growth last year. 

There is a wrinkle in the budget process, however. Just 
two days before the Senate committee's vote, congressional 
leaders announced they had reached agreement with tote 
White House to delay passing permanent appropriations bills 
for any federal agencies or programs. 

Instead, they agreed to pass a six-month temporary 
spending measure — known as a continuing resolution — to 
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keep the government running until April 1, leaving final 
decisions on 2013 spending to the new Congress than 
convenes in January. 

That will not interfere with the planned pay raise, which 
is authorized under permanent federal law. Congress could 
block, increase or decrease the raise, but if lawmakers do 
nothing, it will take effect. 

Nothing about the temporary funding bill situation would 
allow the Pentagon to raise Tricare fees unilaterally. 

In a twist that is unexpected given the mood in Congress 
to cut spending, the temporary funding bill will allow for a 
modest increase in spending for six months, although details 
will not be announced until September. 
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17. Breath Tests Deter Alcohol Abuse Among Midshipmen 
(NAVY TIMES 13 AUG 12) ... Sam Fellman 

For off-duty midshipmen, it's one more thing to be 
worried about when they get back to the Naval Academy: 
blowing in a Breathalyzer tube. 

Over the past two years, mids have been subjected to 
Breathalyzer sweeps designed to detect and deter alcohol 
abuse, a dragnet typically administered on Friday and 
Saturday evenings for maximum effect, documents show. 

These sweeps, as well as targeted tests after misconduct, 
are a central weapon in the academy's successful campaign to 
drive down alcohol abuse and serve as a model for the fleet 
wide Breathalyzer tests set for adoption this year. As with the 
fleet rollout, officials stress that the tests are preventative, not 
punitive. But at Annapolis, whether or not a mid gets in 
trouble for failing a breath test is largely up to officials' 
discretion. 

The academy's gains have been substantial. The number 
of "major conduct" offenses, the most serious category of 
misconduct, has fallen from approximately 400 in the 2010-
2011 school year to roughly 155 in the school year that 
finished in May, a 61 percent drop, according to school 
figures. Similarly, violations of the honor concept — such as 
plagiarism, lying, cheating or stealing — have slipped from 
roughly 190 to 160 over the same period. 

When it comes to Breathalyzer tests, mids try their best to 
evade them, one senior said, especially those who are 
underage. Methods include texting classmates back on campus 
to find out if Breathalyzer tests are taking place. 

Capt. Robert Clark, the academy commandant, said the 
school's alcohol policy is "a balanced approach" that 
emphasizes educating mids about alcohol use. 

The academy has used breath tests in some capacity since 
2004, but the latest initiative is tougher and more pervasive. 
This approach took effect two years ago after a misconduct 
review and has reduced alcohol-related offenses, Clark, the 
academy's No. 2 official, said in a June interview. 
Breathalyzers are central to this effort. 

"We use them extensively and ... not in an 'OK, I'm going 
to give you a Breathalyzer now, boom,' but more of an 'OK, 
you walk back to the hall, blow in it. How do you feel? OK, 

well, here's what your level is. If you would have made a 
wrong decision, that's what would have happened,'" Clark 
explained. "So for the last two years, we've had a very 
aggressive breathalyzer program focused on that education 
piece and, when appropriate, accountability." 

The Breathalyzer estimates the percent concentration of 
alcohol in the subject's blood based on the volume of alcohol 
in an exhalation. Results from portable Breathalyzers, such as 
the ones used at the academy, are sometimes ruled 
inadmissible at court martial over concerns about accuracy. 
Academy officials test mids on "predetermined evenings," 
which are "normally a Friday or Saturday," per the academy's 
instruction. Each of the school's six battalions is required to 
administer two random sweeps a month to every mid in 
Bancroft Hall, the school's dormitory. 

Mids whose blood alcohol content exceeds .08 percent are 
"flagged for intervention from their chain of command." That 
could mean anything from substance abuse treatment to 
disciplinary action, according to academy policy. Clark, while 
stressing the educational aspects of the breath tests, declined 
to specify when failing a breath test has disciplinary 
repercussions. 

"I don't want to get into specifics about that," Clark said, 
adding: "The Breathalyzer — it's not an ‘If you meet this 
checklist, now we turn it over to conduct.' If somebody comes 
back to the hall on their own volition, they didn't do anything 
wrong, there's no separate conduct issue. It's an educational 
tool." 

An academy spokesman was unable to provide statistics 
by press time Aug. 2 on the number of conduct offenses meted 
out as a result of sweeps over the past two years. 

Bill Ferris, an Annapolis defense attorney and 1970 grad 
who has represented mids for nearly five decades, largely 
agreed with the alcohol policy. He was skeptical of only one 
aspect — that these tests were educational. "I don't believe for 
a minute that this is educational in the sense that, if you've got 
a high blood alcohol on a random test, it wouldn't be 
considered to be disciplinary," Ferris said after reviewing the 
policy. 
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18. Navy Reserve Forces Command Changes Command 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 07 AUG 12) ... Jim Vorndran, Commander, Navy Reserve Forces Command 

NORFOLK, Va. -- Commander, Navy Reserve Forces 
Command (CNRFC) held a change of command ceremony at 
the Joint Forces Staff College in Norfolk, Va., Aug. 7. 

Rear Adm. Bryan P. Cutchen relieved Rear Adm. Lothrop 
S. Little as commander. 

Chief of Navy Reserve Vice Adm. Dirk J. Debbink was 
the guest speaker at the ceremony. He congratulated Little on 

a job well done and remarked that Cutchen comes to CNRFC 
with impressive credentials and many successes. 

Little addressed the CNRFC staff about the work they 
have accomplished under his command. 

"During this tour I've been struck by your astounding 
capability and record of productivity each day," Little said. 
"My entire time with you has been a great celebration for me. 
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A celebration of getting to know you, working issues and 
solving problems to ensure our citizen Sailors have the best 
opportunity to participate and excel within our great Navy." 

Cutchen takes his new post following his tour as deputy 
chief of Navy Reserve. 

After relieving Little, Cutchen spoke about his 
predecessor and about the command left under his leadership. 

"The real focus of this ceremony is the Sailors and 
civilians of Navy Reserve Forces command," Cutchen said. "I 
have admired your dedicated and diligent work for the past 
two years from my seat at OPNAV and know Rear Adm. 
Little has laid in a solid course for success. Please know that I 

work for you, and together we work for the 64,000 plus Navy 
Reserve Sailors to ensure they bring valued capabilities to the 
Navy and joint force." 

Cutchen is the sixth person to lead CNRFC. 
CNRFC mobilizes approximately 6,000 Navy Reserve 

Sailors a year to fill global augmentation requirements. Since 
9/11, more than 50,000 Navy Reserve Sailors have mobilized 
in support of overseas contingency operations, most directly 
supporting operations in Iraq and Afghanistan. During any 
given week 26 percent of the Reserve Force provides global 
operational support. 
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19. Deckplate Chronicles: The Making Of A Chief - Episode 1 
(YOUTUBE 07 AUG 12) ... U.S. Navy YouTube Channel 

Follow six Petty Officer 1st Classes from the aircraft 
carrier USS Nimitz (CVN 68) as they approach a major 
milestone in their careers. 

View Clip (RT: 14:15) 
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FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
20. Ingalls Shipbuilding Begins Construction Of LPD 27 In Pascagoula 
(PASCAGOULA MISSISSIPPI PRESS 07 AUG 12) ... April M. Havens 

PASCAGOULA, Mississippi -- Ingalls Shipbuilding on 
Monday began constructing its 11th ship in the USS San 
Antonio-class of amphibious transport docks, the company 
said. 

Ingalls was awarded a $1.5 billion contract to build LPD 
27 less than two weeks ago. 

"This is the 11th LPD in what has become a hot 
production line," said Doug Lounsberry, Ingalls' vice president 
of LPD program. "Lessons learned and production 
improvements from all the previous LPDs have been 
incorporated into LPD 26 and are being rolled over into LPD 
27." 

The start of fabrication milestone marks the first 100 tons 
of steel being cut. The next major event is keel laying, 
currently scheduled for the second quarter of 2013. 

Delivery of the ship is scheduled for 2017. 
"We've got excellent shipbuilders working on these ships, 

and their encouragement and attention to detail continue to 

produce top-quality products for our Sailors and Marines," 
Lounsberry said. 

The ships are built to deploy combat and support elements 
of Marine Expeditionary Units and Brigades. They are 684 
feet long and can carry up to 800 troops. 

They have the capability of transporting and debarking air 
cushion or conventional landing craft and expeditionary 
fighting vehicles, augmented by helicopters or vertical takeoff 
and landing aircraft, such as the MV-22. 

Ingalls has delivered the first six ships of the class, LPDs 
17-22. 

Four others are under construction on the Gulf Coast, at 
the Pascagoula and Avondale, La., shipyards. 

Anchorage (LPD 23) and Arlington (LPD 24) are on track 
for completion this year. Somerset (LPD 25) at Avondale will 
be delivered next year, and John P. Murtha (LPD 26) is slated 
for completion in early 2016. 
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21. The Nuts And Bolts Of The Sequester 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 08 AUG 12) ... Donna Cassata 

WASHINGTON -- Republicans and Democrats are 
sounding the alarm: The budget sequester is coming and we 
have to do everything to stop it. 

Defense Secretary Leon Panetta says it will be devastating 
to the military. Manufacturers say it will mean the loss of tens 
of thousands of jobs. The White House fears cuts in 
everything from cancer research to the number of FBI agents. 

Some $110 billion in cuts kick in Jan. 2, hitting defense 
and domestic programs equally hard unless Congress figures 
out over the next five months a way to avoid the reductions. 

"Sequestration is a blunt, indiscriminate instrument 
designed to force congressional action on achieving a 
balanced deficit reduction plan," acting Office of Management 

and Budget Director Jeff Zients told Congress earlier this 
month. "It is not the responsible way for our nation to achieve 
deficit reduction." 

But increasingly bitter partisanship and election-year 
politics make a solution unlikely before the November 
elections, leaving the issue to a jam-packed lame-duck session 
for Congress. And if Mitt Romney wins the presidency and 
Republicans capture the Senate, members of Congress could 
decide on a short-term fix and delay action until next year. 

Some key questions and answers about the sequester: 
Q: What is sequester? 
A: Automatic cuts that are imposed across the board to 

federal programs, from the Pentagon budget for buying guns, 
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ships and planes to the National Weather Service's equipment 
for forecasting hurricanes, tornadoes and other severe weather. 
It's part of the drive to cut the deficit. 

Q: How deep are the cuts? 
A: The reductions total $1.2 trillion over 10 years. The 

first-year cuts are $110 billion, split evenly from defense and 
domestic programs, from a budget of $3.8 trillion. Many 
programs, however, would be exempt from the cuts. 

Q: What programs would be spared? 
A: Social Security, Medicaid, supplemental security 

income, refundable tax credits, the children's health insurance 
program, the food stamp program and veterans' benefits. The 
White House said last week that President Barack Obama 
would exempt military personnel from the cuts. 

Q: What about Medicare? 
A: The government-run health care program for seniors 

would face a 2 percent cut in Medicare payments to providers 
and insurance plans. That works out to a reduction of $11 
billion next year. 

Q: Who originally came up with sequester? 
A: The process was part of the Balanced Budget and 

Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985, which set deficit 
targets. That law stipulated that if spending exceeded the 
specified targets, a process known as sequester would go into 
effect. It's often referred to as the Gramm-Rudman-Hollings 
Act named for its Senate sponsors -- Phil Gramm, R-Texas; 
Warren Rudman, R-N.H., and Fritz Hollings, D-S.C. 

Q: If sequester is so bad, why would anyone agree to 
it? 

A: It was the default plan when all else failed. Last 
August, congressional Republicans demanded spending cuts in 
response to Obama's plea to raise the nation's borrowing 
authority by $2.1 trillion. As part of the negotiated deal, the 
two sides agreed on $900 billion in spending cuts and the 
creation of the Joint Select Committee on Deficit Reduction. 
The committee was told to come up with $1.2 trillion more in 
deficit cuts -- through additional spending cuts, revenue 
increases or a combination of both -- over a decade. If the 
bipartisan supercommittee failed, or if Congress rejected the 
panel's recommendation, the automatic spending cuts would 
start Jan. 2, 2013. The countdown to the sequester began last 
November when the supercommittee was unable to reach a 
consensus on a deficit-cutting plan. 

Q: Who backed that deal on the sequester? 
A: Plenty of members of Congress-- Republicans and 

Democrats, committee chairmen, defense hawks, tea party 
freshmen. The House vote was 269-161, with 174 Republicans 
backing the Budget Control Act of 2011. Supporters included 
the chairman of the House Armed Services Committee, Rep. 
Howard "Buck" McKeon, R-Calif., and the head of the 
Appropriations Committee, Rep. Hal Rogers, R-Ky. The 
Senate vote was 74-26, with Senate Minority Leader Mitch 
McConnell, R-Ky., and Sen. John McCain of Arizona, the top 
Republican on the Armed Services Committee, supporting the 
legislation.Obama signed it into law. 

Q: What are members of Congress saying now? 
A: McKeon says he regrets his vote. In an election-year 

swipe, Republicans like McCain, Sens. Lindsey Graham of 

South Carolina and Kelly Ayotte of New Hampshire blame 
Obama and insist he negotiate with Congress on a new deal to 
avert the cuts. The three recently traveled to four presidential 
battleground states -- Florida, Virginia, North Carolina and 
New Hampshire -- to warn about the devastating impact of the 
cuts and increase political pressure against them. Graham said 
he also was disappointed in the GOP for allowing it to happen. 
"The failure of the supercommittee had to be at least 
anticipated, and the penalty to put the military at risk, 
devastating the finest military in our nation's history, is so out 
of sync with the party of Ronald Reagan. It's disturbing," he 
said. "We share the blame for this, but at the end of the day we 
have to fix it." 

Q: What does Obama say? 
A: The president, in a speech to the Veterans of Foreign 

Wars, pointed out that Republicans voted for the cuts. 
Democrats insist that any deal to avoid the sequester must 
include tax increases on people with high incomes. 
Republicans counter that any tax increase in a slow economic 
recovery would be a mistake. 

Q: Are negotiations taking place to avoid the cuts? 
A: Small groups of senators, Republicans and Democrats, 

are trying to come up with an alternative that could be 
attached to a bill for keeping the government in operating 
funds through next March. Congress will vote on that 
spending bill in September. But, because critical players aren't 
involved in the negotiations, a September solution is given 
little chance. Plus, just the threat of sequester provides Obama 
and Democrats with political leverage in an end-of-the-year 
fight in December over their effort to raise tax rates on the 
wealthy. 

Q: Is sequester part of the so-called fiscal cliff? 
A: Yes. The cliff is the prospect of the Bush-era tax cuts 

expiring Jan. 1 and the automatic spending cuts occurring at 
the same time. Most economists fear that a combination of 
higher income taxes on virtually everyone and a simultaneous 
big drop in government spending would plunge a still fragile 
economy back into recession. 

Q: If sequester happens, what specific programs 
would be cut? 

A: Obama signed a bill Tuesday requiring the White 
House to report to Congress within 30 days on how it will 
implement the sequester cuts to defense and domestic 
programs. Deputy Defense Secretary Ashton Carter told 
Congress last week that the Pentagon would try to protect the 
accounts for the war in Afghanistan as much as possible. 
However, training could be affected. Some managers would 
be forced to buy fewer weapons, such as four fewer F-35 
aircraft and 12 fewer Stryker vehicles, while ship programs 
might be delayed, Carter said. Some defense contractors have 
suggested that layoffs were likely and warning notices could 
go out 60 days in advance -- four days before the election. But 
Carter pointed out that money already in the pipeline, typical 
for long-term defense contracts, would not be affected. Zients 
said the sequester could mean 100,000 children lose their 
place in Head Start while food safety and workplace safety 
inspections are reduced. The National Institutes of Health 
would have to curtail research, Zients said. 
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22. Obama Signs Bill Requiring White House To Detail Fiscal Cliff 
(THE HILL 07 AUG 12) ... Erik Wasson 

President Obama on Tuesday signed a law requiring the 
White House budget office to reveal exactly how automatic 
budget cuts looming in January 2013 will be carried out. 

The Sequestration Transparency Act was passed by the 
House in July by a 414-2 vote. The Senate approved it 
unanimously later in the month. 

Under last August’s debt-ceiling deal, $109 billion in 
automatic spending cuts are to hit in January to punish 
politicians for failing to come up with a bipartisan deficit-
reduction plan last year as part of the supercommittee process. 

The administration must issue its report to Congress in 30 
days. The report will come close to the election and could 
focus the debate on the ballooning deficit and looming cuts to 
defense — two themes that Mitt Romney has been 
emphasizing in his campaign against Obama. 

In total, sequestration will require $1 trillion in cuts over 
10 years to reduce the deficit. Roughly half of those cuts 
would be made to defense spending. 

Last week, Republicans began to pound Obama for not 
signing the transparency law, which was sponsored by House 
GOP conference head Rep. Jeb Hensarling (Texas), who had 
served on the supercommittee. 

Hensarling urged the president to work quickly to avoid 
the cuts to defense. 

"The American people deserve to know how their 
commander in chief intends to implement half a trillion dollars 
in cuts to our national security, which his own secretary of 
Defense compared to ‘shooting ourselves in the head,' " he 
said. 

Sens. Jeff Sessions (R-Ala.) and John Thune (R-S.D.) had 
introduced a version of the bill in the Senate. 

“Although OMB [the White House Office of 
Management and Budget] resisted our attempts to get this 
information, I’m glad the administration has realized its 

obligation to lay out for Congress and the American people 
just how the sequester would be implemented,” said Sessions, 
the Budget Committee ranking member. 

House Budget Committee Chairman Paul Ryan (R-Wis.) 
said the report will be needed to understand the effects on 
national defense and other “key domestic priorities.” 

“Allowing the sequester to occur would be a failure of 
leadership and a failure to govern. We must work together to 
replace these arbitrary cuts,” he said. 

Ryan noted that the House in May passed a bill to more 
than replace the 2013 cuts with reductions to mandatory 
spending. 

“I urge the Senate and President Obama to follow our lead 
in providing an alternative to replace the harmful effects of 
sequestration,” Ryan said. 

Obama has rejected the House solution, which slashed 
spending on entitlements such as food stamps, and called for a 
“balanced” package that includes tax increases through the 
ending of tax breaks, including those provided for oil 
companies. 

Former supercommittee co-chairwoman Sen. Patty 
Murray (D-Wash.) had also pushed for a version of the bill, 
arguing that the looming cuts to social programs have not 
gotten the attention they deserve. 

"This new law will make sure that every member of 
Congress and the public understands the impact of 
sequestration, as well as the need to replace both the defense 
and non-defense cuts in a balanced and bipartisan way," she 
said Tuesday. 

The spending sequester is part of a series of fiscal changes 
set for early next year that has come to be called the "fiscal 
cliff," since the combination of tax increases and spending 
cuts, if allowed to occur, would tip the economy into 
recession, according to the Congressional Budget Office. 
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23. U.S. Navy Distribution Processes Under Scrutiny 
(DEFENSE NEWS 07 AUG 12) ... Adam Stone 

An initiative is under way to review a broad swath of U.S. 
Navy distribution and transportation processes to improve 
efficiency. 

Naval Supply Systems Command (NAVSUP) launched 
its review in July, and expects to run through every stage of 
the distribution process from order placement to fulfillment, 
delivery and returns. The review should take about a year, 
officials say. 

“Given today’s fiscal environment, we as Navy 
logisticians are challenged to find efficiencies across all of our 
processes,” said Joe Kenney, vice commander, NAVSUP 
Weapon Systems Support. 

Officials would not name any particular system that is 
coming up short or due for special scrutiny. Rather, the 
process will run “holistically, from an end-to-end 
perspective,” said Bill Bickert, vice commander, NAVSUP 
Global Logistics Support. At each stage in the distribution 
process, “we want to make sure we are using the most cost-
effective means to move that material.” 

Within these processes, the evaluation will look closely at 
the seams, the places where different systems interact. In the 

interconnections among the Defense Departmen, the Navy, the 
Defense Logistics Agency and the U.S. Transportation 
Command, for example, it is possible that gears are not 
meshing with full efficiency. 

“When you have all these large logistics players involved, 
there are areas where there may be seams and gaps,” said 
Capt. David Meyers, assistant commander, Strategy and 
Innovation, NAVSUP. 

The team will work as much as possible from hard data 
using a system called continuous process improvement, in 
which each element of the chain is broken into its component 
parts. 

“We have to map the distribution process, every type of 
request, every type of mode,” Kenney said. “From there we 
have to look for certain industry tools and from there find 
places for improvements.” 

Much work already is being done at DoD and across the 
services to ensure distribution runs smoothly, and officials 
described these efforts as being largely effective, considering 
the vast scope and complexity of the systems involved. But 
there is room for improvement. 
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“Right now, everybody is looking at those pieces of the 
supply chain — how much we buy, where we position it and 
how we transport it back and forth,” Bickert said. “But they 
buy it in stovepipes, whereas this will look at things in a more 
holistic fashion.” 

Ultimately, bringing together multiple stakeholders will 
prove the greatest challenge to this effort. 

“This is a very joint process and it may require policy 
changes,” Meyers said. “Any time you are looking at a policy 
change, it tends to take time.” 
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BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
24. City Officials Dedicate Anchor In Honor Of USS Fort Worth 
(FORT WORTH STAR-TELEGRAM 07 AUG 12) ... Chris Vaughn 

FORT WORTH -- The USS Fort Worth will never drop 
anchor in the city it is named for. 

But city officials and community leaders, ever more 
excited about next month's commissioning of the first warship 
ever named for Fort Worth, chose to symbolically anchor the 
vessel at Veterans Memorial Park, a site where several 
generations ago thousands of doughboys were trained before 
shipping off for trench warfare in Europe. 

The anchor, manufactured in 1933 and used on several 
naval ships in the Atlantic, was dedicated Monday morning on 
the refurbished east end of the park on Camp Bowie 
Boulevard, where the headquarters of the 36th Infantry 
Division once stood. The anchor had been acquired in the mid-
1990s by officers at Naval Air Station Fort Worth. 

"It doesn't matter where the ship is at sea, the anchor will 
always be in Fort Worth," said U.S. Rep. Kay Granger, R-Fort 
Worth, the ship's sponsor. 

The 389-foot littoral combat ship left its moor in 
Marinette, Wisc., late Monday afternoon and began steaming 
for Galveston, where it will be commissioned by the Navy on 
Sept. 22. 

The ceremony drew dozens of ship supporters, including 
Granger, Fort Worth Mayor Betsy Price, Tarrant County 
Judge Glen Whitley, NAS Fort Worth Commander Capt. 
Robert Bennett, horse-mounted police and a fire engine from 
Station 18 that carries the ship's logo on its side. The idea for 
the anchor dedication originated with former City Manager 
Doug Harman, who is known for his love of local history. 

"This is a very significant site," Harman said. "I am 
hoping that the anchor will renew our city's knowledge of the 
importance of this place. This park hasn't been as recognized 
as it should be, and I think this will help." 

Only the third completed of the new and controversial 
class of small, fast littoral combat ships, the $480 million USS 
Fort Worth will join the USS Dallas, USS Houston, USS San 
Antonio and USS City of Corpus Christi already in the 
nation's naval inventory. 

The ship, built by a team of contractors led by Lockheed 
Martin, is designed for a variety of missions, such as anti-
submarine, mine countermeasures, special operations and anti-
piracy. Constructed with speed and maneuverability in mind, 
it will reportedly be able to operate in coastal waters as 
shallow as 20 feet. 

With two littoral combat ships already in service and 
several more under construction, the Navy has committed to 
buying at least 20 through 2015 at a cost of roughly $7 billion. 
Ten will be Lockheed Martin versions, and 10 will be a 

completely different design from a team led by General 
Dynamics. 

The ships, conceived of in the aftermath of 9/11, are 
gaining detractors within the Navy, who contend that the ships 
are not nearly as versatile as advertised and that they don't 
carry enough offensive or defensive weapons to operate in the 
world's most dangerous waters. 

The Fort Worth has an interesting and long trip ahead -- 
through all the Great Lakes except Superior, down the St. 
Lawrence River, into the bay between Nova Scotia and 
Newfoundland, down the Atlantic Seaboard and across the 
Gulf of Mexico -- before arriving in Galveston where it will be 
commissioned the USS Fort Worth. 

The ship will be based in San Diego, but Granger wanted 
her commissioned in Texas waters. 

Cmdr. Randy Blankenship, captain of the ship's "blue 
crew," said in an interview last week that the Sailors are ready 
for their first major test. The captain of the "gold crew," Cmdr. 
Warren Cupps, was in Fort Worth for Monday's ceremony. 

"It's a nice trip, but it's a hairy trip," Blankenship said of 
the maiden voyage through the Great Lakes. "It's the first time 
we as the crew are operating the ship, and we've got some 
narrow transits to get through. We've had a lot of training and 
simulations, and simulators are good, but they're not the same 
thing. We're ready for the challenge." 

Although expert pilots familiar with the Great Lakes will 
board the ship during the tricky passages, it doesn't absolve 
Blankenship of the ultimate responsibility. 

"Myself and the [executive officer] will be on the bridge 
the entire time," he said. "This ship is unique because of the 
water jets. Very few people in the world have driven these 
types of ships." 

The crew will make several stops along the way -- Detroit 
and Montreal for resupply and fuel; Halifax, Nova Scotia, for 
some rest and relaxation; Norfolk, Va., for additional training; 
and Mayport, Fla., for maintenance and a spruce-up. 

The crew of 40, with an additional 13 Sailors manning the 
anti-submarine package onboard, intends to pull into 
Galveston about a week before the commissioning. 

"Galveston will be the first place where we will get to 
show her off," Blankenship said. 

After months of being away from their families in San 
Diego, not unlike a long deployment, the crew is eagerly 
awaiting the celebration in Galveston, Blankenship said. 

"They're excited for their families to get to see the ship 
and see the product that they've been working on so hard," he 
said. 
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25. Fleet Week Concludes At 63rd Annual Seattle Seafair 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 06 AUG 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Lawrence J. Davis, Navy Public Affairs Support 
Element, Det. Northwest 

SEATTLE -- The 63rd annual Seattle Seafair Fleet Week 
concluded Aug. 6 when U.S. Navy ships USS New Orleans 
(LPD 18), USS Bunker Hill (CG 52) and USS Halsey (DDG 
97) departed from the Port of Seattle. 

A parade of ships and air show kicked-off Fleet Week 
Aug. 1 as local spectators observed U.S. Navy, Coast Guard 
and Canadian ships and aircraft maneuver across downtown 
Seattle's Elliott Bay. 

"This is great because the public generally doesn't have 
too much of an idea of what it is our military service members 
do, so when we see the parade of ships and Sailors out in town 
in their uniform it gives us a little more of a perspective and 
also builds a bond between the community and the Navy," 
said Charles French, a Seattle local. 

The people of Seattle also had the opportunity to see the 
ships up close. Throughout the week, U.S. and Canadian Navy 
ships offered public tours, hosting more than 50,000 visitors. 

"They've all been really fascinated by the ship's 
capabilities," said Personnel Specialist 1st Class (SW/AW) 
Melissa McLellan, a USS New Orleans Sailor. "Some of the 
things most people have been curious and amazed by is our 
living quarters and the ship's fighting ability." 

Ship tourists were able to handle some of the military gear 
and learned about Navy life at sea. 

"I grew up in the Vietnam-era where the military didn't 
get quite as much support as they should have but this is such 
an eye-opener and the public needs to be more aware of the 

sacrifices that our military men and women make every day," 
said French. 

Sailors and Marines experienced the local culture, 
participated in a community relations project at a children's 
hospital and received discounts at the Seattle Mariners' annual 
'Navy Night' baseball game. 

"It's been awesome. It's my first time in Seattle and it's a 
beautiful place," said Cryptologic Technician Technical 2nd 
Class (SW) Matthew Baun, USS New Orleans. "All the people 
are nice and friendly especially to us service members." 

McLellan said she was surprised by a token of 
appreciation a local Seattle woman gave to her and other 
Sailors. 

"The other day I was walking around in my whites with a 
group of friends and we stopped at Starbucks for coffee and 
without asking, a lady paid for all of our drinks," said 
McLellan. 

Seattle residents commented on the importance of Fleet 
Week and the overall demeanor and professionalism of the 
Sailors they'd encountered. 

"It's nice to get a glimpse into what the Navy does. The 
Sailors I have met have represented themselves well out in 
town and they've made us all proud," said Anthony Lalone, of 
Seattle. 

Fleet Week activities allow U.S. and Canadian Sailors and 
Coast Guard personnel to experience the local community and 
to promote awareness of the maritime forces. 
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26. Admiral Pays Tribute To Rep. Dicks 
(KITSAP (WA) SUN 07 AUG 12) ... Ed Friedrich 

BREMERTON — The Northwest Navy would look much 
different without Norm Dicks, an admiral said Monday during 
an event to honor the retiring congressman. 

The conversion of four Trident submarines from nuclear 
warheads to conventional cruise missiles wouldn't have been 
possible without Dicks, said Adm. Kirkland Donald, director 
of Naval Nuclear Propulsion and guest speaker at the "Fair 
Winds and Following Seas" dinner. Without the conversion, 
the USS Florida wouldn't have launched 93 cruise missiles at 
Libyan air defense targets in March 2011, allowing allies to 
enforce a no-fly zone and preventing Moammar Gaddafi from 
attacking rebels with his air force. 

"Tomahawk strikes on Libya would not have been 
possible without what you have done for this Navy," Donald 
told Dicks, who is retiring this year after serving 36 years in 
the House of Representatives. 

Two fast attack submarines, USS Seawolf and USS 
Connecticut, wouldn't have moved from the East Coast to 
Kitsap County, joining sister ship USS Jimmy Carter, without 
Dicks' backing. 

Without the congressman's help, Pier Bravo at Naval Base 
Kitsap-Bremerton, wouldn't have been upgraded and expanded 
to accommodate two aircraft carriers, and a second explosives-
handling wharf wouldn't be in the works at Bangor. Dicks was 
ahead of the Navy's policy to shift more forces to the Pacific, 
Donald said. 

Capt. Ronald Reis, commander of Bremerton-based 
aircraft carrier USS John C. Stennis, attended the event put on 
by Puget Sound Naval Bases Association. He and the crew 
recently heard they'll be going back to the Middle East in 
August after returning from there in March. 

"They've been asked to step up and that's exactly what 
they're going to do," Donald said. "They couldn't do it without 
the support of this area and all that Congressman Dicks has 
done." 

The Navy is more than ships, hardware and equipment. 
It's people, Donald said. 

"This is one of the premier homeports in the Navy," he 
said. "That, too, would not have been possible without the 
support of Congressman Dicks. 

"Public servants come and go," the admiral wrapped up, 
"but statesmen are rare, and you, sir, are a statesman. I'm 
going to miss you." 

That elicited a standing ovation from the crowd. 
Puget Sound Naval Bases Association advocates for local 

Navy bases, including annual visits with congressional leaders 
and Navy brass in Washington, D.C. 

"We can do that because of Norm Dicks," said Emily De 
Bisschop, PSNBA's vice president for base relations and event 
co-host with former association president Guy Stitt. "We're an 
extension of Norm Dicks." 

Congressman Dicks," she concluded. "Thank you so 
much for being our champion." 
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27. Navy Appoints Two Captains To Oversee Units 
(VENTURA COUNTY (CA) STAR 07 AUG 12) ... Gretchen Wenner 

An unusual dual change-of-command ceremony filled the 
Seabees' main parade grounds with white uniforms, marching 
tunes and top brass Tuesday morning. 

Two rear admirals were on hand at Naval Base Ventura 
County, Port Hueneme to replace a single captain with two 
new ones. 

Until Tuesday, Capt. John Korka had commanded both 
the Naval Facilities Expeditionary Logistics Center and the 
31st Seabee Readiness Group. But the ceremony split things 
up, putting Capt. Brant Pickrell in charge of the expeditionary 
logistics post and Capt. Dean Tufts atop the Seabees group. 

While a larger change-of-command ceremony in February 
installed a new leader for the entire base — which hosts 
numerous tenant organizations at its Port Hueneme and Point 
Mugu locations — Tuesday's event affected only a portion of 
those tenants. 

The dual change is uncommon and is part of a 
reorganization effort expected to save about $3 million a year, 
said Seabee spokesman Shane Montgomery. 

More than 200 people gathered under the shade of a 
grandstand to watch the ceremony. Out on the asphalt parade 
ground called the grinder — where boots get ground up — six 
formations totaling more than 400 Sailors lent a backdrop of 
pomp. Behind them, an American flag hung between two 
massive cranes, while other pieces of large construction 
equipment used by the Seabees, all painted green, completed 
the scene. 

Amid the formality, which included tight-necked dress 
uniforms known as choker whites, an easy camaraderie 
showed through in speeches. 

Rear Adm. Mark Handley noted that the event required 
two flag officers and two commanders to relieve Korka. 

"That either means you're really good or there's quite a 
mess to clean up," he said. 

Having attended Korka's installation two years earlier, 
Handley also ribbed him about the length of that event, which 
was "about three hours on this grinder," he said. 

Tuesday's ceremony, by contrast, lasted about an hour. 
Rear Adm. Christopher Mossey also was on hand. The 

speakers thanked the men and women in uniform as well as 
their families and the local community for providing support. 

In the audience was a familiar face: retired Capt. Jim 
McHugh, the base's former commander, who handed the reins 
to Capt. Larry Vasquez earlier this year. 

"I do miss it," said McHugh, who wore a suit and tie, but 
added that the Navy is still a big part of his life. 

Pickrell, who has been stationed at Port Hueneme for 
about a year, is a California native and an engineer. Tufts, also 
an engineer, served most recently in Japan. 

Korka and his family now will head to his next post at the 
Naval Facilities Engineering Command in Virginia. 

He told the audience he planned to get in a car, with eight 
people and a dog, to get there. 

"Good luck on the drive," Pickrell told him. 
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28. Officials: Submarine Base Safe In 2013, But BRAC Looms On Not-So-Distant Horizon 
Military Affairs chief says look to 2015 for next round of closures 
(NEW LONDON DAY 08 AUG 12) ... Jennifer McDermott 

The head of the state's Office of Military Affairs said 
Tuesday that he believes the Defense Department's request for 
a round of base closures in 2013 was really just a way to start 
the conversation. 

Bob Ross was at Monday's speech by Defense Secretary 
Leon Panetta to the Association of Defense Communities in 
Monterey, Calif., when he announced that he was abandoning 
the proposal for a Base Realignment and Closure process next 
year. 

"Everyone out here agrees we should expect the next 
BRAC to happen in 2015," Ross said in a telephone interview 
Tuesday. "The request will probably go to Congress in 
January of 2013. In my view, the heavy lifting really starts 
early next year when that happens." 

Panetta had said he wanted rounds of base closures in 
2013 and again in 2015. The Naval Submarine Base in Groton 
nearly closed during the 2005 process. 

But Panetta never allocated funding to implement a 
BRAC in the 2013 budget proposal, and Ross said he viewed 
this as "clear evidence" that Panetta didn't expect Congress to 
authorize it. 

U.S. Sen. Richard Blumenthal said he believed there 
wasn't the political will for BRAC, but said he was still 
relieved when he heard about Panetta's comments. 

"Given some of what I've seen in my first 18 months in 
Washington, I always breathe a sigh of relief when reason 
prevails and that's no joke," Blumenthal, D-Conn., said 
Tuesday. 

BRAC is a "misguided mirage, offering false hopes of 
savings," Blumenthal added, but supporters of the base should 
not "run a victory lap" at this point. 

"We still have an election with the possibility of a change 
in administration, which means all bets are off," he said. 

Panetta said Monday in his speech, "now is not the time 
for a BRAC round, particularly when our economy is 
struggling to recover, but the reality is that the Department is 
going to need to take a hard look at what we do in terms of 
support infrastructure as we seek to reduce overhead costs. 

"It is an important debate that we have to have, and 
frankly, it's not going away," he said, according to the 
transcript. 

The state's strategy moving forward, Ross said, should be 
to continue to partner with the Navy to invest in the base to 
enhance its significance. U.S. Rep. Joe Courtney, D-2nd 
District, also said now is the time to "redouble our efforts" to 
strengthen the base's military value, "which is the best 
guarantee to an enduring future." 

The federal and state governments together have spent 
more than $150 million on projects at the base since 2005, of 
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which the state's share has been about $11 million so far, Ross 
said. The state legislature authorized $40 million in 2007 to fix 
one of the Pentagon's main problems with the installation, its 
aging infrastructure. 

Groton Town Manager Mark Oefinger said it would be 
wrong to think the base is now "BRAC-proofed, or there won't 
be another BRAC or something like it." 

"We can't rest on our laurels," he said, noting that the 
town is "working on a couple of things outside the main gate 
that will be beneficial." 

The state is helping the towns of Groton and Ledyard buy 
land around the Naval Submarine Base to prevent 
development from encroaching on base operations. Oefinger 
hopes the town also may be able to proceed with long-awaited 
improvements to the intersection of Crystal Lake Road and 
Military Highway, which would improve traffic flow. 

Oefinger said while he, too, thought Panetta was "testing 
the water," "it certainly is helpful and reassuring to hear that, 
in fact, even the secretary has given up for 2013." 
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29. Norfolk Tides Host 5th Annual Navy Night 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 07 AUG 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist Seaman Robert Aylward, Navy Public Affairs Support 
Element, Norfolk 

NORFOLK, Va. -- The Norfolk Tides baseball team 
hosted its 5th Annual Navy Night at Harbor Park in Norfolk, 
Va. Aug. 4. 

The event was held in honor of the men and women of the 
U.S. Navy and to showcase the capabilities of commands in 
the region. 

"It's the highlight of our year," said Joe Gregory, Norfolk 
Tides general manager. "There are so many parts of the Navy 
that people don't necessarily know about. It's a great way to 
showcase how lucky we are to have these men and women 
working for us." 

As part of the event, seven local Delayed Entry Program 
(DEP) recruits raised their hand and recited the Oath of 
Enlistment during an enlistment ceremony into the Navy on 
the third base foul line. 

The public also had the opportunity to interact with 
service members at several display tables throughout the Tides 
complex where they were able to view mine-resistant ambush 
protected vehicles, examine .50-caliber machine guns and 

learn about the robotics used by explosive ordnance disposal 
units. Riverine Squadron (RIVRON) 2 from Joint 
Expeditionary Base Little Creek-Fort Story (JEBLC-FS) also 
participated in Navy Night by performing high speed 
maneuvers with Riverine Command and Riverine Patrol boats 
in the bay for fans to watch. 

"Much of our work is behind the scenes," said Chief 
Mineman Josh Ferguson, a RIVRON 2 boat captain. "We 
want people to know what the Riverines are capable of and 
what we do." 

Military working dogs attached to K-9 units from Norfolk 
Naval Station, Naval Air Station Oceana and JEBLC-FS also 
performed for the fans before the game. The dogs 
demonstrated their agility on an obstacle course and 
performed patrol and scout training exercises. 

"It's not an event that comes together on its own," said 
Gregory. "We have hundreds of people that make all this 
possible. We look forward to doing this for many years to 
come." 
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NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
30. Groups Join Push To Save Commissary Benefits 
(DEFENSE NEWS 07 AUG 12) ... Adam Stone 

July was a banner month for activists looking to maintain 
broad access to U.S. military commissaries and exchanges. 

The Coalition to Save our Military Shopping Benefits 
drew a slew of new partners, including the National Military 
Family Association, the Fleet Reserve Association, the 
National Industries for the Blind, the Military Officers 
Association of American and the Non-Commissions Officers 
Association. 

Commissary benefits have been under fire as Congress 
seeks to pare back budgets. 

A July 2011 report by Sen. Tom Coburn, R-Okla., “Back 
in Black,” called for consolidating military commissaries and 
exchanges into a single, nonsubsidized retail system over five 
years. Earlier this year, the Senate Veterans’ Affairs 
Committee voted to eliminate the federal subsidy for 
commissaries. It recommended the Department of Defense 
combine commissaries and exchanges in order to pay for 
mandated savings. 

Reducing the commissary benefit “significantly 
diminishes the compensation for the military families at a time 
when we are in two wars. You don’t take away something like 

this that has this much value,” said Patrick Nixon, president of 
the coalition. 

The system’s $1.3 billion subsidy helps military families 
save an average of 31 percent by shopping in the commissary, 
he said, and 20 percent by shopping in the exchanges. 

In addition to providing discount food and goods, 
commissaries also a major source of work for military 
families. The possibility of employment carries special weight 
“at a time when there are limited employment opportunities 
for spouses as they move from station to station,” Nixon said. 

Of 15,510 employees in the Defense Commissary 
Agency, 4,197 are military spouses and 1,967 are dependants, 
Nixon said. The Army and Air Force Exchange Service 
employs 42,390 people, of whom 9,701, or almost 23 percent, 
are military family members. 

Not everyone is swayed by these figures. Coburn says his 
plan to consolidate commissaries and exchanges into a single, 
nonsubsidized retail system would save $9.1 billion over 10 
years, even if the government provided a $400-a-year 
allowance to active-duty military families to make up for the 
estimated 7 percent hike in grocery prices. 
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Along with its newly recruited partners, the coalition is 
monitoring new legislation and reaching out to customers to 
keep them apprised of potential cuts. 

“We try to keep the patrons informed about their benefits, 
about threats to their benefits, about how the savings are 

calculated, what the savings can mean to them,” Nixon said. 
“The best way to protect the system is if the patrons will 
protect it, if they use it and value it. That’s the strongest way 
to make the case for the value of the system.” 

Return to Index 
 
 

OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
31. Defense vs. Food Stamps—What Would You Choose? 
The president has made no secret of his desire to gut the military, even before the current budget showdown. 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 08 AUG 12) ... Mackenzie Eaglen 

Washington is battling these days over "sequestration," 
the $500 billion additional cut to the defense budget looming 
in January. The White House and Democrats on Capitol Hill 
insist that intransigent Republicans are risking cuts that no one 
wants. This is a charade. By his own admission, President 
Obama has always wanted to cut the defense budget 
dramatically. 

In April 2011—long before the near shutdown of the 
government and the last-minute debt-ceiling deal, which 
paved the way for sequestration—the president outlined $400 
billion in defense cuts he had already approved. He also said 
that he wanted to "do that again" and find another $400 billion 
in military spending reductions. All this without any talk of 
threats, strategy or requirements—just arbitrary budget targets 
imposed on the military. 

It's clear that Mr. Obama prioritizes sundry domestic 
spending programs over the defense budget. That budget "is so 
big," he said last July, "that you can make relatively modest 
changes to defense that end up giving you a lot of head room 
to fund things like basic research or student loans or things 
like that." He added later: "A lot of the spending cuts that 
we're making should be around areas like defense spending as 
opposed to food stamps." 

Even before sequestration and the possible loss of a half-
trillion dollars, the U.S. military has seen three years of budget 
cuts. The consequences are already here. We have to look all 
the way back to 1916 to find a year when the Air Force 
purchased fewer aircraft than are included in Mr. Obama's 
2013 budget request. 

Many of the Air Force's aerial refueling tankers predate 
human space flight. Training aircraft are twice as old as the 
students flying them. The F-15 fighter first flew 40 years ago. 
A-10 ground-attack planes were developed in the Carter years. 
And all of our B-52 bombers predate the Cuban missile crisis. 

Then there's the Navy, which is the smallest it has been 
since 1916. At 286 combat and combat-support ships, the 
Navy today is less than half the size it reached during the 
Reagan administration. And what about those men and women 
who have been fighting America's wars in Afghanistan and 
Iraq since 2001? They're losing 100,000 in active duty 
personnel. Surely some will go from the front lines to 
unemployment lines as a result. 

As the largest employer in America, the Department of 
Defense should not be off the hook for belt-tightening. 
Everyone loves to hate the Pentagon's broken acquisition 
system, for good reason. The emphasis on contractors often 
masks the government's contribution to spiraling costs and 
schedule delays. And this takes the pressure off leaders to 
change the way the Pentagon buys not weapons but services. 

Of the roughly $400 billion the military spends on goods, 
services, information technology and commodities each year, 
more than half goes to services. A reformed process would 
emphasize competition, reduce congressional regulations, 
restore the authority of service secretaries, and accelerate 
programs for completion in seven years or fewer. 

Other key reform initiatives include a long overdue 
review of the Pentagon's nearly 800,000 civilian workers. 
While private industry has been shrinking throughout the 
recession, the Pentagon's civilian workforce has grown by 
10% since 2009. This and other factors (such as the 
bureaucratic effect of "jointness," or collaboration between the 
branches of the military) have bloated the ratio of contractors 
and support staff to warfighters. 

But these reforms shouldn't be cover by which to claim 
ever more arbitrary defense cuts. Absent strategic vision and 
planning from the White House or the Pentagon, aerospace 
and defense companies aren't waiting to act. They've stopped 
hiring, halted investing in infrastructure, and begun 
preemptively consolidating. Research and development is 
slowing, and mergers and acquisitions are being sidelined, as 
investors wait for a signal. 

Then there's the impact on American power. Military 
leaders have suggested that taking on Syrian President Bashar 
al-Assad and his Third World army would be an operation of 
"many, many months." The so-called "pivot" to Asia is being 
mimed with fewer ships on longer deployments and a 
shrinking, aging air force. We're ignoring a wholesale Chinese 
power grab in the South China Sea and watching the 
nuclearization of Iran. 

There is a generic hope in Washington that funding will 
eventually be restored to the national defense. But any fix or 
delay to sequestration—let alone a rational debate about 
Defense Department reform—will be complicated by the 
difficulty of negotiating new debt-ceiling arrangements under 
the cloud of another possible sovereign debt downgrade. 

In testimony before Congress recently, White House 
budget director Jeffrey Zients suggested that Congress is to 
blame for defense cuts. But no Republican occupies the seat of 
commander in chief. Mr. Obama does, and having pledged 
repeatedly to slice defense, he has done so arbitrarily and 
without an overarching strategy—before Congress ever got 
involved. And only Mr. Obama can broker a budget 
compromise. The military cannot be immune from reform, but 
it should at least be immune from attack. 

Ms. Eaglen, a resident fellow at the American Enterprise 
Institute, has worked on defense issues at the Pentagon and on 
Capitol Hill. 
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32. Five Things The U.S. Can Do In Syria 
(WASHINGTON POST 08 AUG 12) ... Zalmay Khalilzad 

The United States has a window to facilitate an orderly 
transition in Syria without deploying military force. But the 
window is narrowing — and the Obama administration will 
need to adjust its political strategy to succeed. 

Diplomatically, the administration has focused on 
engaging the U.N. Security Council and the Friends of Syria, a 
French-created group of 88 participating states, seven 
international organizations and one observer (the Vatican). 
But the Security Council remains in stalemate by Russian and 
Chinese vetoes, and the Friends of Syria is too unwieldy to 
reach agreement on operational measures that would change 
conditions on the ground. 

Militarily, the administration’s decision to provide only 
non-lethal assistance to the Syrian opposition is prolonging 
unfavorable trends on the battlefield. While opposition gains 
have precluded the possibility of President Bashar al-Assad 
shooting his way to victory, the opposition is too weak to 
bring the conflict to an end. Beyond exacerbating the human 
toll, a long civil war increases the likelihood that state 
institutions will fragment, that weapons of mass destruction 
will be used or fall into the wrong hands, that extremists — 
such as fundamentalist Salafi Islamists and al-Qaeda — will 
make headway, and that ethnic and sectarian bloodletting will 
go on after the Assad regime falls. 

To facilitate an orderly transition without deploying force, 
the United States must do five things: 

First, galvanize a “coalition of the relevant”: a select 
group of like-minded countries that have significant leverage 
and influence in Syria. While continuing to engage the United 
Nations, the Friends of Syria and NATO, Washington should 
focus on integrating efforts with Turkey, Saudi Arabia, Jordan, 
Qatar and other Gulf states, as well as Britain and France. 

Second, President Obama should appoint a special envoy 
to work with the coalition in organizing the Syrian opposition 
into a broad-based front that provides a vehicle for a stable 
transition, attracts support from Syrians fearful of regime 
change, and co-opts elements of the Assad regime. Chaos and 
an Iraq-style bloodbath — in which Syria’s Alawite minority, 
embittered at the loss of their privileged position, turns to 
insurgency while Sunnis, empowered after decades of 
repression, seek revenge — are possible. 

Regional powers have been unable to unify the opposition 
or identify credible leaders who enjoy broad national support. 
The Syrian National Council is disproportionately composed 
of exiles and members of the Muslim Brotherhood whose 
following among Syrians and stated commitments to an 
inclusive Syria are untested. The Free Syrian Army is more in 
tune with realities on the ground, but it remains unclear how 
unified that group is and whether the paramilitary force can 
govern responsibly once the fighting ends. The Kurds’ loyalty 
to the Syrian state is fraying. And the Alawite-dominated 
military is tainted by long-standing loyalties to the Assad 
dynasty. 

While democratic consolidation should be the guiding 
objective, Washington may face unpalatable options in the 
short term, such as an ethnic and sectarian war or a coup by 
military officers willing to come to terms with the opposition 

and reform the state. To reduce the risk of civil war, the 
administration should work with moderate elements of the 
opposition to appeal to Syria’s Alawites, Christians, Kurds 
and other minorities, which would further fracture the 
regime’s support. It should seek to rally these forces around 
the principles of democracy, pluralism, decentralized rule and 
respect for universal rights. Working with the opposition, the 
United States should encourage a military coup that would be 
a way station to full democratization while preserving key 
state institutions. Should such a coup occur, Washington 
should insist that defectors commit to reforming key ministries 
and facilitating the transition to democracy. 

Third, Washington should end the apparent division of 
labor that gives regional powers the lead in arming the 
opposition. The United States needs a seat at the table. 
Military support provides the leverage necessary to shape a 
united front politically. Direct U.S. involvement improves the 
likelihood that arms are distributed to Syrians who embrace a 
moderate and inclusive order, which would tilt the balance of 
power away from sectarian and Islamist groups. 

Fourth, as conditions change, Washington should seek an 
understanding with Moscow. Russia and Iran have alienated 
much of Syrian society in supporting Assad, jeopardizing their 
long-term interests in Syria. Yet they will accommodate an 
orderly transition only if it becomes clear that Assad’s 
downfall is imminent and that unqualified support for Assad 
and other holdouts is a losing strategy. The coalition should 
ease Russia’s shift in policy by reassuring Moscow that its 
core strategic and business interests can be protected in a new 
Syria. In exchange, Russia should be expected to refrain from 
vetoing U.S.-backed Security Council resolutions, to cease all 
support to the Assad regime and to pressure Bashar al-Assad 
in Syria. 

Iran, as the principal backer of Assad, will be more 
difficult to woo. Given the risk of a backlash against allies and 
sectarian brethren in the regime, Tehran may shift to a two-
track policy: abandon Assad, engage the opposition and 
support the political transition while providing assistance to 
the remnants of Assad’s regime. Iran plays a similar game 
throughout the region. Consolidating a political transition that 
enjoys broad Syrian support would leave Tehran with little 
choice but to accommodate the new order or strain relations 
with a government already reeling from decades of Iranian 
support for the Assad regime. 

Fifth, Washington should remain open to an active U.N. 
role in finalizing a transitional road map once the conditions 
for a new order are in place. The United Nations has played 
such a role in post-Taliban Afghanistan, among other places, 
where U.N. special representatives catalyzed a process to 
establish an interim regime, draft a constitution and hold 
elections. 

The time has come for greater U.S. engagement in Syria. 
By forging a coalition of the relevant, Washington can 
facilitate a political transition that ends the bloodshed, 
precludes an array of crises — from terrorism to proliferation 
of weapons of mass destruction — and lays the groundwork 
for a stable, democratic Syria. 
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Zalmay Khalilzad was the U.S. permanent representative 
to the United Nations from 2007 to 2009 during the George 

W. Bush administration. 

Return to Index 
 

33. Backfire In Bahrain 
The U.S. has failed in its gamble to reform the repressive regime. 
(WASHINGTON POST 08 AUG 12) ... Editorial 

When the Obama administration resumed military sales to 
the Persian Gulf nation of Bahrain in 2012, it explained the 
decision as an effort to bolster moderate elements in the 
monarchy, whose Sunni ruling family has resisted demands 
for greater democracy from the mostly Shiite population. In 
particular, the aim was to strengthen Crown Prince Salman bin 
Hamad al-Khalifa, who was visiting Washington at the time 
and who had led an abortive effort to negotiate a settlement 
with opposition leaders. 

Three months later, it’s worth asking whether the 
concession to a regime that has been a close U.S. ally paid off. 
Unfortunately, the answer is a resounding “no.” Bahrain 
remains locked in a standoff between a largely intransigent 
government and a slowly radicalizing opposition -- and the 
regime has failed to fulfill its repeated pledges to end 
repression of peaceful dissent and undertake meaningful 
reforms. 

As Assistant Secretary of State Michael Posner reported 
in testimony to Congress’s Tom Lantos Human Rights 
Commission last week, the Bahraini government has 
continued to prosecute 20 leading political activists; “despite 
assurances to the contrary,” it obtained the conviction of nine 
medical professionals who treated opposition activists during 
demonstrations last year. The country’s best-known human 
rights activist, Nabeel Rajab, is serving prison time for a tweet 
that called for the resignation of the hard-line prime minister. 

Security forces continue to employ harsh tactics to put 
down demonstrations in Shiite villages, including what a new 

report by Physicians for Human Rights calls the 
“indiscriminate use of tear gas as a weapon.” It said police 
regularly fire tear gas canisters “directly at civilians or into 
their cars, houses or other closed spaces” in an effort “not just 
to disperse crowds but to harm, harass, and intimidate the 
largely Shia neighborhoods that are home to many protesters.” 

Bahrain’s repression doesn’t approach the murderous 
violence used by the Syrian regime of Bashar al-Assad against 
its opponents. But many in the Middle East understandably 
wonder why the United States demands the removal of Mr. 
Assad, an ally of Iran whose Alawite sect is close to Shiism, 
while continuing to back a Sunni regime that represses its 
Shiite opposition. The administration’s answer is that it is not, 
like Bahrain’s neighbor Saudi Arabia, pursuing a sectarian 
agenda, but attempting to steer its ally toward peaceful reform. 

Yet U.S. policy, with its focus on encouraging moderates 
such as the crown prince, is clearly not working. What’s 
needed is not just support for Bahrain’s reformers but greater 
pressure on its hard-liners -- especially those who are 
complicit in torture and other illegal acts. In testimony before 
the Tom Lantos commission, Tom Malinowski of Human 
Rights Watch proposed that officials and security force 
members linked to human rights crimes be denied U.S. visas 
and access to the U.S. banking system. Since Bahrain 
regularly denies visas to critical U.S. journalists and human 
rights activists, it should have no cause for complaint if those 
who are sustaining its repression are similarly sanctioned. 
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34. Obama’s Empty Asia Pivot 
Soft-power diplomacy needs military backing 
(WASHINGTON TIMES 07 AUG 12) ... Eddie Walsh 

A debate has raged for the past few months about what to 
call President Obama’s Asian strategy. To be honest, it really 
doesn’t matter whether you call the shift toward Asia a pivot, 
a refocus or a rebalancing. What does matter is that it’s a 
relatively hollow move which belies something of much 
greater concern: The administration is effectively jeopardizing 
American national security interests by promoting a foreign 
policy approach far too reliant on soft-power diplomacy. 

Although coined by Joseph Nye, the practice of soft-
power diplomacy is of course nothing new. It has always 
played some role in American foreign policy — even in the 
days of gunboat diplomacy. However, it has never before 
served as the central tenant of American foreign policy 
strategy because previous administrations always recognized 
that soft-power diplomacy does not work in the absence of 
hard-power leverage. That is why we have continuously 
invested in the world’s most dominant military. 

As Americans, we must be realistic about our future. 
There is no guarantee that the balance of power in Asia will 
remain in America’s favor. Sending a few thousand Marines 
to Australia or convening meetings with regional partners 

might serve as nice data points at news conferences. But, they 
are not enough to ensure that the United States remains 
dominant in the Western Pacific. We need to do something far 
more substantive than what the Obama administration has 
done to date. 

The problem with the administration’s current approach is 
the unwillingness to make hard decisions when it comes to 
reorienting the U.S. military’s force structure in the Pacific. 
Obama officials are not willing to commit to developing new 
platforms and weapons systems required to counter emerging 
threats emanating from Asia. Instead, they promote public 
diplomacy and strategic communications that do little more 
than send mixed signals to potential strategic competitors. 

The South China Sea is a great example. When the United 
States closed its bases in the Philippines, America lost its 
hard-power leverage in the region. A power vacuum was 
created when the Association of Southeast Asian Nations 
could not match the strategic influence of the U.S. forward 
presence. This, in effect, provided China with an opportunity 
to challenge the regional order and redraw the borders in its 
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favor. What did China do? It pounced at this opportunity — 
exactly as realists would expect. 

The point here is that the United States cannot rely on 
soft-power diplomacy alone to promote our interests in Asia. 
We need to establish a strong forward presence in the region 
that sends the right signal to potential regional competitors 
that the U.S. is not going to allow others to challenge peace 
and stability in the region through coercive actions. This is not 
about containing others but it is about maintaining primacy. 
We should not shy away from saying that is our objective. 

In the end, the United States cannot continue to be caught 
empty-handed in Asia. We need the Obama administration to 
be far more decisive in implementing the change required to 
ensure our primacy in the region. Politics aside, we cannot 
afford to see our Asia pivot devolve into another Russian re-
set fiasco — the stakes are just too high. That’s why we need 
the Obama administration to reconsider its approach in Asia 
even though it’s an election year, when domestic issues 
predominate. 
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35. China Bares Claws In Maritime Dispute 
(ASIA TIMES ONLINE 07 AUG 12) ... Ian Storey 

For more than two decades Beijing has pursued a 
consistent policy in the South China Sea composed of two 
main elements: gradually strengthening the country's territorial 
and jurisdictional claims while at the same time endeavoring 
to assure Southeast Asian countries of its peaceful intentions. 
Recent moves by China to bolster its maritime claims have 
brought the first element into sharp relief, while reassurances 
of benign intent have, however, been in short supply. 

Indeed, far from assuaging Southeast Asian concerns 
regarding its assertive behavior, China has fueled them by 
brazenly exploiting divisions within the Association of 
Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) to further its own national 
interests. 

China Hardens Its Stance 
Commentaries in China's state-run media analyzing the 

South China Sea issue have become markedly less 
conciliatory. Opinion pieces highlight several new themes in 
China's official line. 

One theme is that China's territory, its sovereignty as well 
as its maritime rights and interests increasingly are being 
challenged by Southeast Asian nations and Japan in the South 
and East China Seas. China's response, it is argued, should be 
to uphold its claims more vigorously, increase its military 
presence in contested waters, and, if necessary, be prepared to 
implement coercive measures against other countries. One 
commentary notes: "Cooperation must be in good faith, 
competition must be strong, and confrontation must be 
resolute." 

Another theme is that while China has shown restraint, 
countries such as the Philippines and Vietnam have been 
pursuing provocative and illegal actions in a bid to "plunder" 
maritime resources such as hydrocarbons and fisheries that 
China regards as its own. 

A third theme is that Manila and Hanoi continue to 
encourage U.S. "meddling" in the South China Sea and that 
the United States uses the dispute as a pretext to "pivot" its 
military forces toward Asia. To reverse these negative trends, 
Chinese commentators have urged the government to adopt 
more resolute measures toward disputed territories and 
maritime boundaries. Nationalist sentiment, they argue, 
demands no less. 

Recent measures undertaken by the Chinese authorities do 
indeed suggest a more hardline position. Ominously, some of 
the initiatives have included a strong military element, 
presumably as a warning to the other claimants that China is 
ready to play hardball. 

Perhaps the most noteworthy attempt by China to bolster 
its jurisdictional claims in the South China Sea was the raising 
of the administrative status of Sansha from county to 
prefecture level in June. 

Sansha originally was established in 2007 as an 
administrative mechanism to "govern" the Paracel Islands, 
Macclesfield Bank and the Spratly Islands. Sansha's elevation 
was an immediate response to a law passed on June 21 by 
Vietnam's National Assembly, which reiterated Hanoi's 
sovereignty claims to the Paracels and Spratlys. Both Vietnam 
and China protested the other's move as a violation of their 
sovereignty. 

Less than a month later, Sansha's municipal authorities 
elected a mayor and three deputy mayors and China's Central 
Military Commission authorized the establishment of a 
garrison for "managing the city's national defense 
mobilization, military reserves and carrying out military 
operations.” 

Earlier, in late June, China's Defense Ministry announced 
it had begun "combat ready" patrols in the Spratly Islands to 
"protect national sovereignty and [China's] security 
development interests.” Embarrassingly for the Chinese navy, 
however, on July 13, one of its frigates ran aground on Half 
Moon Shoal, 70 nautical miles west of the Philippine island of 
Palawan and within the Philippines 200-mile exclusive 
economic zone (EEZ). The frigate was re-floated within 24 
hours, suggesting that other Chinese naval vessels were nearby 
when the incident occurred. These developments provide 
further evidence of the growing militarization of the dispute. 

China also has moved to undercut the claims and 
commercial activities of the Philippines and Vietnam in the 
South China Sea in other ways. 

In June, the state-run China National Offshore Oil Corp 
(CNOOC) invited foreign energy companies to bid for 
exploration rights in nine blocks in the South China Sea. The 
blocks lie completely within Vietnam's EEZ and overlap with 
those offered for development to foreign energy corporations 
by state-owned PetroVietnam. Accordingly, Hanoi vigorously 
protested CNOOC's tender. 

More important, the blocks are located at the edge of 
China's nine-dash line map and seem to support the argument 
that Beijing interprets the dashes as representing the outermost 
limits of its "historic rights" in the South China Sea. Under the 
1982 United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea 
(UNCLOS), however, coastal states are not entitled to 
"historic rights" on the high seas. It is therefore unlikely that 
any of the major energy giants will bid for CNOOC's blocks - 
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although smaller companies may do so if only to curry favor 
with Beijing with a view to landing more lucrative contracts 
down the road. If, however, exploration does move forward in 
any of the nine blocks, a clash between Vietnamese and 
Chinese coast-guard vessels will become a very real 
possibility. 

On the issue of ownership of Scarborough Shoal, scene of 
a tense standoff between Chinese and Philippine fishery-
protection vessels in May and June, China's position remains 
uncompromising. At the annual ASEAN Regional Forum 
(ARF) in Phnom Penh in July, Chinese Foreign Minister Yang 
Jiechi restated China's sovereignty claims to the shoal, 
rejected the notion that it was disputed and accused Manila of 
"making trouble.” 

According to the Philippine Foreign Ministry, Chinese 
trawlers - protected by Chinese paramilitary vessels - continue 
to fish in waters close to Scarborough Shoal in contravention 
of a bilateral accord whereby both sides agreed to withdraw 
their vessels. 

After the ARF, China kept up the pressure on the 
Philippines. In mid-July, it dispatched a flotilla of 30 trawlers 
to the Spratlys escorted by the 3,000-ton fisheries 
administration vessel Yuzheng 310. The trawlers collected 
coral and fished near Philippine-controlled Pag-asa Island and 
Chinese-controlled Mischief and Subi Reefs. The Philippine 
authorities monitored the situation but took no action. 

The Phnom Penh Debacle 
In the past, after China has undertaken assertive actions in 

the South China Sea it has tried to calm Southeast Asia's 
jangled nerves. At the series of ASEAN-led meetings in 
Phnom Penh in mid-July, however, Chinese officials offered 
virtually no reassurances to their Southeast Asian 
counterparts. Worse still, China seems to have utilized its 
influence with Cambodia to scupper attempts by ASEAN to 
address the problem, causing a breakdown in ASEAN unity. 

In the final stages of the annual meeting of ASEAN 
foreign ministers (known as the ASEAN Ministerial Meeting 
or AMM), the Philippines and Vietnam wanted the final 
communique to reflect their serious concerns regarding the 
Scarborough Shoal incident and the CNOOC tender. They 
were supported by Singapore, Indonesia, Malaysia and 
Thailand, which felt that ASEAN should speak with one 
voice. Cambodia - which holds the rotating chairmanship of 
ASEAN and has close political and economic ties with China - 
objected because, in the words of Foreign Minister Hor 
Namhong, "ASEAN cannot be used as a tribunal for bilateral 
disputes." Attempts by Indonesian Foreign Minister Marty 
Natalegawa to reach a compromise on the wording were 
unsuccessful and for the first time in its 45-year history, the 
AMM did not issue a final communique. 

The fallout from the AMM was immediate and ugly. 
Marty labelled ASEAN's failure to reach agreement 
"irresponsible" and said the organization's centrality in the 
building of the regional security architecture had been put at 
risk. Singaporean Foreign Minister K Shanmugam described 
the fiasco as a "severe dent" in ASEAN's credibility. 

Cambodia and the Philippines blamed the failure on each 
other. 

Cambodia was pilloried by the regional press for its lack 
of leadership and for putting its bilateral relationship with 
China before the overall interests of ASEAN. One analyst 

alleged that Cambodian officials had consulted with their 
Chinese counterparts during the final stages of talks to reach 
an agreement on the communique. 

China's Global Times characterized the outcome of the 
AMM as a victory for China, which does not think ASEAN is 
an appropriate venue to discuss the dispute, and a defeat for 
the Philippines and Vietnam. 

A few days after the AMM, Indonesian President Susilo 
Bambang Yudhoyono dispatched his foreign minister to five 
Southeast Asian capitals in an effort to restore ASEAN unity. 
Marty's shuttle diplomacy resulted in an ASEAN foreign 
ministers' statement of July 20 on "ASEAN's Six-Point 
Principles on the South China Sea.” The six points, however, 
broke no new ground and merely reaffirmed ASEAN's 
bottom-line consensus on the South China Sea. 

In response to the joint statement, China's Foreign 
Ministry said it would work with ASEAN to implement the 
2002 Declaration on the Conduct of Parties in the South China 
Sea (DoC). 

One of the six points calls for the early conclusion of a 
code of conduct (CoC) for the South China Sea, but the 
Phnom Penh debacle has made that target highly doubtful. 

Although China agreed to discuss a CoC with ASEAN in 
November 2011, Beijing always has been lukewarm about 
such an agreement, preferring instead to focus on 
implementing the DoC. Undeterred, this year ASEAN began 
drawing up guiding principles for a code and in June agreed 
on a set of "proposed elements.” While much of the document 
is standard boilerplate, there are two aspects worthy of 
attention. 

The first is that ASEAN calls for a "comprehensive and 
durable" settlement of the dispute, a phrase that seems to 
repudiate late Chinese leader Deng Xiaoping's proposal that 
the parties should shelve their sovereignty claims and jointly 
develop maritime resources. Clearly, the four ASEAN 
claimants have rejected Deng's formula as it would be 
tantamount to recognizing China's "indisputable sovereignty" 
over the South China Sea atolls. 

The second interesting aspect concerns mechanisms for 
resolving disputes arising from violations or interpretations of 
the proposed code. The document suggests that disputing 
parties turn to the 1976 Treaty of Amity and Cooperation 
(TAC) or dispute resolution mechanisms in UNCLOS. 
Neither, however, would be of much utility. While the TAC 
does provide for a dispute-resolution mechanism in the form 
of an ASEAN High Council, this clause has never been 
invoked because of the highly politicized nature of the council 
and the fact that it cannot issue binding rulings. Moreover, 
although China acceded to the TAC in 2003, Beijing almost 
certainly would oppose discussion of the South China Sea at 
the High Council because it would be outnumbered 10-1. 

UNCLOS does provide for binding dispute-resolution 
mechanisms, including the submission of disputes to the 
International Court of Justice or the International Tribunal on 
the Law of the Sea. Beijing always has rejected a role for the 
ICJ in resolving the territorial disputes in the South China Sea 
and, in 2006, it exercised its right to opt out of ITLOS 
procedures concerning maritime boundary delimitation and 
military activities. 

On July 9, Vice-Foreign Minister Fu Ying indicated to 
ASEAN foreign ministers that China was willing to start talks 
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on a CoC in September. Two days later, however, as ASEAN 
wrangled over their final communique, Foreign Minister Yang 
seemed to rule this out when he stated discussions could only 
take place "when the time was ripe.” At present ASEAN and 
China are not scheduled to hold any meetings on the CoC, 
though officials currently are discussing joint cooperative 
projects under the DoC. 

If and when the two sides do sit down to discuss the CoC, 
it is probable that Beijing will demand all reference to dispute 

resolution be removed on the grounds that the proposed code 
is designed to manage tensions only and that the dispute can 
only be resolved between China and each of the other 
claimants on a one-on-one basis. 

Taken together, these developments have dimmed 
seriously the prospect of China and ASEAN reaching 
agreement on a viable code of conduct for the South China 
Sea any time soon. As such, the status quo will continue for 
the foreseeable future. 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Navy Fleet Will Not Hit 313, No Growth for 5 Years: CNO 
(AOL DEFENSE 07 FEB 12) ... Otto Kreisher 

ABOARD THE USS WASP - Putting the best face on a potentially grim future, the Navy's top officer is telling his Sailors that 
the active fleet will be about the same size in five years as it is now, despite recently announced plans to retire a bunch of ships early 
and to not build as many new ones as planned. 

 
2. USFF Congratulates Bataan's Crew 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 07 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class James Turner, USS Bataan Public Affairs 

MOREHEAD CITY, N.C. -- Sailors and Marines assigned to multipurpose amphibious assault ship USS Bataan (LHD 5) 
received a visit from the commander of U.S Fleet Forces (USFF) Feb. 6. 

 
3. Wasp, ESG-2 Begin Bold Alligator "D-Day" Operations 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 07 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Drae C. Parker, USS Wasp Public Affairs 

USS WASP, At Sea -- Amphibious assault ship USS Wasp (LHD 1) started "D-Day" operations Feb. 6 as Exercise Bold Alligator 
switches from its initial stages into full exercise combat operations. 

 
4. USS Mississippi Commissioning Moved From Gulfport To Pascagoula 
(MOBILE PRESS-REGISTER 07 FEB 12) ... Kaija Wilkinson 

PASCAGOULA, Mississippi -- The USS Mississippi will be commissioned in Pascagoula rather than Gulfport, Congressman 
Steven Palazzo and Secretary of the Navy Ray Mabus announced this afternoon. 

 

CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
5. Bataan Ends Longest Navy Deployment In Nearly 40 Years 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 08 FEB 12) ... Corinne Reilly 

ABOARD THE BATAAN - Rhaterahmi White can count on two hands - maybe one, even - the number of true days off he's had 
since this amphibious assault ship pulled away from Norfolk Naval Station nearly a year ago. 

 
6. Navy-Marines' Amphib Mission Has Reptilian Name 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 08 FEB 12) ... Kate Wiltrout 

VIRGINIA BEACH - For months, Navy and Marine Corps brass have talked up a massive training exercise with a funny name - 
Bold Alligator - and a serious objective: revitalizing amphibious warfare. 

 
7. Bold Alligator Exercise Takes Fight To The Shore 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 07 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Chad V. Pritt, USS Kearsarge Public Affairs 

USS KEARSARGE, Atlantic Ocean -- Four months to the day before the 68th anniversary of the landing at Normandy, the Navy 
and Marine Corps team conducted another historic amphibious operation. 

 
8. MARSOC, Intel Teams Spotlighted In 'Bold Alligator' 
(AOL DEFENSE 07 FEB 12) ... Carlo Munoz 

ABOARD THE USS WASP - Ship to shore operations were not the only thing the Navy and Marine Corps looked to sharpen 
during the biggest amphibious exercise in over a decade. 
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9. Naval Mine And Anti-Submarine Warfare Command Supports Exercise Bold Alligator 2012 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 07 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist Seaman Molly Treece, Navy Public Affairs Support Element, 
Norfolk 

NORFOLK, Va. -- The Naval Mine and Anti-Submarine Warfare Command (NMAWC) conducted a synthetic underwater mine-
clearing exercise in support of exercise Bold Alligator 2012 (BA12) at Naval Warfare Development Command onboard Naval Station 
Norfolk Feb 3. 

 
10. Special Ops Teams First In, Last Out In Afghan War 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 08 FEB 12) ... Kimberly Dozier 

WASHINGTON -- First in and last out — that's the current plan for elite U.S. forces in Afghanistan, according to Adm. Bill 
McRaven. 

 
11. U.S. Special Ops To Grow As DoD Budget Shrinks 
(DEFENSE NEWS 07 FEB 12) ... Marcus Weisgerber 

The number of U.S. special operations forces will increase over the next five years even as the Pentagon prepares to cut personnel 
and $259 billion in planned spending over that same period. 

 
12. New Naval Research Chief Aligning New Technologies With DoD Strategy 
(FEDERAL NEWS RADIO 07 FEB 12) ... Tom Temin 

Naval research has a new chief — Rear Admiral Matthew Klunder. 
 

13. USS Louisville Commences Western Pacific Deployment 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 07 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Ronald Gutridge, Commander, Submarine Force 
U.S. Pacific Fleet Public Affairs 

Pearl Harbor -- Friends and families of the crew from USS Louisville (SSN 724) gathered at the submarine piers at Joint Base 
Pearl Harbor-Hickam to say goodbye as the Los Angeles-class submarine departed for a scheduled Western Pacific deployment, Feb. 
7. 

 
14. USS Mustin Arrives In Ishikari 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 07 FEB 12) ... Ensign Margaret Morton, USS Mustin Public Affairs 

ISHIKARI, Japan -- The Arleigh Burke-class guided missile destroyer USS Mustin (DDG 89) arrived in Ishikari for a port visit 
Feb. 6. 

 
15. Guam National Guard & Navy Team Up For Explosives Training 
(PACIFIC NEWS CENTER (GUAM) 08 FEB 12) ... Josh Tyquiengco 

GUAM - Over 50 soldiers with the Guam Army National Guard and the Navy's EOD Mobile Unit 1 are out at Andersen South 
conducting explosives training for the next couple of days. 

 
16. Navy Establishes MESG-1 Det. Guam 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 07 FEB 12) ... JoAnna Delfin, Joint Region Edge Staff 

SANTA RITA, Guam -- Maritime Expeditionary Security Squadron (MSRON) 7 was officially disestablished and Maritime 
Expeditionary Security Group (MESG) 1 Det. Guam was established during a ceremony on U.S. Naval Base Guam, Feb. 3. 

 

GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
17. U.S. Military Beginning Review Of Syria Options 
(CNN 07 FEB 12) ... Barbara Starr 

Although the U.S. focus remains on exerting diplomatic and economic pressure on Syria, the Pentagon and the U.S. Central 
Command have begun a preliminary internal review of U.S. military capabilities, CNN has learned. 

 
18. New Naval Warship Completes First Patrol Mission Off Spratly Islands 
(PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 07 FEB 12) ... Redempto D. Anda 

PUERTO PRINCESA CITY, Philippines—The country’s newest naval warship, which made a port of call here at the Palawan 
capital on Monday following its first patrol mission around the areas being claimed by the Philippines in the disputed Spratly islands, 
in the West Philippine Sea (South China Sea), held a one-day “open house” on Tuesday. 
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19. U.S. To Send Second Ship To Bolster Philippines 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 07 FEB 12) 

WASHINGTON - The U.S. will soon give a second Coast Guard cutter to the Philippines as part of efforts to boost the ally’s 
military amid tensions at sea with China, officials said Tuesday. 

 
20. India Upgrades Its Military With China In Mind 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 08 FEB 12) ... Nirmala George 

NEW DELHI — In recent weeks, India has decided to buy 126 fighter jets from France, taken delivery of a nuclear-powered 
submarine from Russia and prepared for its first aircraft carrier — modernizing its military to face a rising China. 

 
21. Russian Navy To Get 10 Borey Class Nuclear Subs 
(RIA NOVOSTI 07 FEB 12) 

MOSCOW - The Russian Navy will receive at least 10 new Borey class strategic nuclear submarines in line with a revised state 
armament procurement program until 2020, Kommersant daily said in Tuesday. 

 
22. A Sign Of The Times? Russian Naval Vessel Dwarfs British Warship 
(WALES ONLINE 07 FEB 12) 

Images of a British warship dwarfed by a Russian aircraft carrier as it passes UK waters have been released by the Royal Navy. 
 

23. Argentina's President Will Complain To UN About Warship 
(THE INDEPENDENT (UK) 08 FEB 12) 

Argentina is to make a formal complaint to the United Nations Security Council after accusing Britain of "militarising" their long 
dispute over the Falkland Islands. 

 
24. Ability Of U.K. To Conduct A Future Libya-Style Campaign Questioned 
(DEFENSE NEWS 07 FEB 12) ... Andrew Chuter 

LONDON — A parliamentary defense committee has questioned if Britain will still have the ability to conduct future operations 
on the scale of the Libya campaign after the strategic defense and security review has been fully implemented. 

 
25. Shortage Of Skilled Engineers Could Cripple U.K Industry 
(DEFENSE NEWS 07 FEB 12) ... Andrew Chuter 

LONDON — Britain’s defense and aerospace industry is in danger of being “choked” by shortages of skilled engineers, 
insufficient research spending and the failure to adopt a clear national strategy, according to the new president of the country’s leading 
trade organization, ADS. 

 

PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
26. Reserve Mobilizations Continue Steep Drop 
Top Officer: 2013 Figure Will Be About Half Of 2010 Peak 
(NAVY TIMES 13 FEB 12) ... Joshua Stewart 

This time next year, fewer reservists will be mobilized than any time since February 2005. 
 

27. Officials: Women Can Suffer Same Deployment Ills As Men 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 07 FEB 12) ... Terri Moon Cronk 

WASHINGTON – It once was thought that servicewomen neither were exposed to the same combat situations as men nor 
developed the same psychological injuries. But officials now recognize otherwise. 

 
28. DoD Launches Pay Calculator For Wounded Troops 
(NAVY TIMES 07 FEB 12) ... Patricia Kime 

The Defense Department has launched a new website for wounded service members and families to calculate their Special 
Compensation for Assistance with Activities of Daily Living, or SCAADL, pay. 

 
29. Survey Seeks To Rank Pay Vs. Benefits 
(NAVY TIMES 13 FEB 12) ... Rick Maze 

A new survey is asking service members about what tradeoffs in military benefits they would be willing to make, such as whether 
a 15 percent hike in basic pay now would make up for reduced retirement benefits later. 
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30. Officer Force Management Efforts Lead to Smaller FY13 SER Board 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 07 FEB 12) ... Chief of Naval Personnel Public Affairs 

WASHINGTON -- The Navy's past successful efforts to balance the officer corps resulted in the need to conduct a selective early 
retirement (SER) board for only two communities in the restricted line and staff corps this year as announced in NAVADMIN 048/12, 
Feb 7. 

 
31. USS Nimitz Sailor Killed Outside Seattle Nightclub 
(KITSAP (WA) SUN 07 FEB 12) ... Ed Friedrich 

SEATTLE — Police are searching for the person who shot and killed a USS Nimitz Sailor early Sunday in Seattle, the Navy 
announced Tuesday. 

 

FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
32. P-8A Makes Debut In Bold Alligator Exercise 
(NAVY TIMES 07 FEB 12) ... Christopher P. Cavas 

Swooping low over the aircraft carrier Enterprise, the Navy’s newest jet looks every bit a war craft, with little to belie its 
commercial airliner lineage or current test missions. 

 
33. Pentagon Oil Spending May Snarl Efforts To Trim $490 Billion 
(BLOOMBERG GOVERNMENT 08 FEB 12) ... Danielle Ivory 

The U.S. military’s appetite for oil may snarl efforts to pare defense spending by about $490 billion in the next decade. 
 

34. U.S. Navy Checks Biofuel Plant 
(MACKAY DAILY MERCURY (AUSTRALIA) 08 FEB 12) ... Andrea Davy 

U.S. Navy jets could one day be powered by biofuel produced at Mackay Sugar's Racecourse mill. 
 

35. DOD Spokesman: Panetta Will Defend Lifting F-35 'Probation' 
(NATIONAL JOURNAL 07 FEB 12) ... Kevin Baron 

Defense Secretary Leon Panetta will defend his January decision to lift the “probation” on the development of the F-35B fighter, 
his spokesman said on Tuesday, in response to strong criticism from key senators with oversight responsibilities over the costly plane. 

 
36. China's Role In JSF's Spiraling Costs 
(AVIATION WEEK 07 FEB 12) ... David Fulghum, Bill Sweetman, Amy Butler 

WASHINGTON - How much of the F-35 Joint Strike Fighter’s spiraling cost in recent years can be traced to China’s cybertheft 
of technology and the subsequent need to reduce the fifth-generation aircraft’s vulnerability to detection and electronic attack? 

 

BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
37. Residents Encouraged To Design USS North Dakota Crest 
(KFYR NBC BISMARCK (ND) 07 FEB 12) ... Jessica Roose 

The last time a naval ship was named after our state was in 1910 and after a lot of hard work and dedication we are finally 
receiving a second. Before the ship is commissioned in 2014, crew members are asking for help creating the ships crest. 

 
38. Navy Medicine Facilities Continue To Gain Level 3 Medical Home Port Recognition 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 07 FEB 12)) ... Valerie A. Kremer, U.S. Navy Bureau of Medicine and Surgery Public Affairs 

WASHINGTON -- Navy Medicine announced Feb. 7 that 15 Navy medical facilities have achieved Level 3 Patient Centered 
Medical Home status as designated by the National Committee for Quality Assurance in the last two months. 

 
39. U.S., Japan To Announce Troop Relocation Plan 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 08 FEB 12) ... Sachiko Sakamaki and Takashi Hirokawa 

The U.S. and Japan will agree to move thousands of Marines to Guam from Okinawa as the Obama administration cuts costs and 
bypasses a stalled base relocation agreement that has frayed bilateral ties. 

 
40. Unpredictable Financial Burden Relating To USFJ Relocation 
(ASAHI SHIMBUN 07 FEB 12) 

TOKYO - The review of U.S. Forces Japan (USFJ) realignment plans is certain to affect Japan’s share of the financial burden. 
Japan is poised to demand a reduction in the financial share with the reduction of the number of U.S. Marines to be moved to Guam. 
However, new U.S. demands may result in an increase in cost. What will happen to the $6 billion that Japan pledged under the 2006 
agreement? This will be a major issue in the review talks. 
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41. TSC, Learning Site Great Lakes Sailors Become Saturday Scholars 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 07 FEB 12) ... James F. Antonucci, Training Support Center Great Lakes Public Affairs 

GREAT LAKES, Ill. -- Sailors and students from Training Support Center (TSC) and Learning Sites, Great Lakes volunteered at 
John Milton Gregory School to tutor and mentor 4th and 5th graders Feb. 4. 

 
42. Migrants At Base 'Broke Rules,' Face New Limits 
(MIAMI HERALD 08 FEB 12) ... Carol Rosenberg 

Nearly three dozen Cuban asylum seekers were confined to the Leeward side of the U.S. Navy base at Guantanamo Tuesday, no 
longer able to send packages to family across the minefield in a security crackdown at the U.S. migrant center at the base in southeast 
Cuba. 

 

NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
43. Insiders: Pentagon's Budget Cuts Are Pragmatic For Changing Times 
Experts say NATO should end combat role in Afghanistan in 2014 as scheduled. 
(NATIONAL JOURNAL 07 FEB 12) ... Sara Sorcher 

Three-quarters of National Journal’s National Security Insiders said the Obama administration’s plan to cut the Pentagon budget 
was a smart decision driven by the end of the Iraq war and the nation’s current fiscal crisis, dismissing criticism by defense hawks 
who maintain that chopping nearly $500 billion over 10 years could undermine the military’s capabilities. 

 
44. Senators Launch Assault On Veterans' High Unemployment 
(THE HILL 07 FEB 12) ... Vicki Needham 

A bipartisan trio of senators launched an assault Tuesday to reduce joblessness among the nation's veterans. 
 

45. Pentagon Devising Cyber Acquisition Strategy 
(DEFENSE DAILY 08 FEB 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

Cyber warfare and security systems should be procured outside the traditional acquisition process to allow for quicker fielding to 
counter rapidly evolving threats, Frank Kendall, the Pentagon's acting top official for acquisition, said this week. 

 
46. Carrier Game Could Involve SDSU In 2012 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 07 FEB 12) ... Mark Zeigler 

There may or may not be a Carrier Classic college basketball game next fall, it may or may not be outdoors on an active Navy 
ship, it may or may not be organized by the same promotions company, and it may or may not involve San Diego State. 

 

OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
47. Victims Of Military Rape Deserve Justice 
(CNN 07 FEB 12) ... Jackie Speier 

Secretary of Defense Leon Panetta has announced new initiatives to curtail what he calls "the epidemic" of rape and sexual 
assaults in our armed forces. In 2010, an estimated 19,000 service members were raped or sexually assaulted by other service 
members. Clearly, more resources devoted to counseling for victims and training for prosecutors and judges will help. 

 
48. Changing Military Must Be Done Right 
(WASHINGTON EXAMINER 03 FEB 12) ... Rep. Mike Coffman 

Congress and the Pentagon face the enormous challenge of restructuring our military with a reduced budget. It's the right thing to 
do at the right time. 

 
49. Make Efforts To Prevent Futenma From Becoming Permanent Fixture 
(YOMIURI SHIMBUN 07 FEB 12) ... Editorial 

The governments of Japan and the U.S. have reached a general agreement to revise the 2006 U.S. Forces Japan realignment plan. 
This is probably not a bad idea in order to prevent the worst-case scenario in which both the relocation of the U.S. Marine Corps’ 
Futenma Air Station and the transfer of Marines stationed in Okinawa to Guam end up falling apart. 

 
50. North Dakota On A Sub-Mission To Find Good Crest 
(FARGO (ND) INFORUM 07 FEB 12) ... John Lamb 

The USS North Dakota is looking for an image. 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Navy Fleet Will Not Hit 313, No Growth for 5 Years: CNO 
(AOL DEFENSE 07 FEB 12) ... Otto Kreisher 

ABOARD THE USS WASP - Putting the best face on a 
potentially grim future, the Navy's top officer is telling his 
Sailors that the active fleet will be about the same size in five 
years as it is now, despite recently announced plans to retire a 
bunch of ships early and to not build as many new ones as 
planned. 

Adm. Jonathan Greenert, Chief of Naval Operations, told 
Sailors and Marines here that the number of ships in the fleet 
in 2017 "will be about the same, 285, but it won't be going up 
as high as we wanted." 

The Navy has planned for at least 313 ships in the battle 
fleet for years, and has counted on rapid procurement of the 
Littoral Combat Ships (LCS) and serial production of the 
Arleigh Burke destroyers and Virginia-class attack submarines 
to help reach that number. 

But in his preview of the fiscal year 2013 budget, Defense 
Secretary Leon Panetta said the Navy will retire seven 
Ticonderoga-class cruisers and two amphibious ships earlier 
than planned, would remove two LCS and eight Joint High 
Speed Vessels from the five-year defense budget plan and 
delay other ship construction starts. 

Asked during a brief meeting with reporters how he 
expected to sustain the current 285-ship fleet with those 
changes, Greenert acknowledged the obvious that ships retired 
early are gone, but said ships removed from future 
construction plans are not an immediate loss. 

"We have a lot of ships in the ship construction plan and 
they will be delivered over time. So the fleet will look about 
the same in 2017 in actual numbers as today," he said. 

But the Navy's latest 30-year shipbuilding plan, released 
before the new budget numbers, predicted the fleet would be 
at 301 ships by 2017. 

Greenert, who visited Wasp during the Bold Alligator 
amphibious exercise off the coast of North Carolina, also was 

asked about how the Navy and Marine Corps could carry out 
their renewed emphasis in amphibious operations when the 
"Gator" fleet will be dropping below the 33 ships considered 
the minimum requirement. 

Looking beyond the current five-year plan, Greenert said 
he and Gen. James Amos, the Marine Corps commandant, 
"will look at innovative ways to deploy Marines." He 
mentioned using the LCS, the new Mobile Landing Platforms 
and possibly other ship types. 

The Marines have been seeking an LCS mission package 
that would support a small Marine force for some missions, 
but the Navy has been reluctant to go beyond the currently 
planned anti-mine, anti-submarine warfare and surface warfare 
packages, which have been delayed repeatedly during 
development. 

Greenert spent most of his time on Wasp talking with 
enlisted Sailors and Marines and did not meet with four 
Republican congressmen who also visited the flag ship during 
Bold Alligator, the biggest and most complex amphibious 
exercise since before the 9-11 terrorist attacks. 

The delegation was led by House Armed Services 
Chairman Buck McKeon and included Rob Wittman and Scott 
Rigell, both HASC members from Virginia, and Jack 
Kingston, a GOP member of the House Appropriations 
Defense panel. 

The pro-defense lawmakers touted the value of a strong 
Navy – a large part of which is based at Norfolk, in or near 
Wittman's and Rigell's districts -- and the value of Navy-
Marine amphibious capabilities, which would use those 
Norfolk-based ships. Expect congressional resistance to the 
Navy's smaller force structure. How much is difficult to 
predict, given the upcoming elections and the nation's fiscal 
dilemma. 

Return to Index 
 

2. USFF Congratulates Bataan's Crew 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 07 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class James Turner, USS Bataan Public Affairs 

MOREHEAD CITY, N.C. -- Sailors and Marines 
assigned to multipurpose amphibious assault ship USS Bataan 
(LHD 5) received a visit from the commander of U.S Fleet 
Forces (USFF) Feb. 6. 

Adm. John C. Harvey Jr. congratulated service members 
on their successful deployment and wished them a safe and 
joyous return home. 

"It is an honor and a privilege to be on board," said 
Harvey. "I've watched you every step of the way. Many people 
will focus on the length of this deployment, but it's not just the 
length that is important, it is what you accomplished. You are 
the finest example of the Navy and Marine Corps team." 

Bataan deployed March 23, 2011 as part of the Bataan 
Amphibious Ready Group (ARG), which spent the past 10 1/2 
months supporting maritime security operations and theater 
security cooperation efforts in the U.S. 5th and 6th Fleet area 
of responsibility. 

"Admiral Harvey gave us a very warm welcome back," 
said Culinary Specialist Seaman Apprentice Jatavius Hillboy. 
"It was exactly what we needed after being gone for so long. 
The past 10 1/2 months have been life-changing for me. We 
made history and I know it is a story that I will tell my 
children and maybe even my grandchildren one day." 

"After hearing Admiral Harvey talk to us I can't help but 
feel proud," Air Traffic Controller 3rd Class (SW) Sam 
Bomar. "I think all of us will be walking a little taller, with 
pride, once we are finally home." 

The BATARG, comprised of the Bataan, amphibious 
transport dock ship USS Mesa Verde (LPD 19), and 
amphibious dock landing ship USS Whidbey Island (LSD 41), 
deployed three months ahead of schedule March 23, 2011 in 
support of NATO-led Operation Unified Protector. 

Return to Index 
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3. Wasp, ESG-2 Begin Bold Alligator "D-Day" Operations 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 07 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Drae C. Parker, USS Wasp Public Affairs 

USS WASP, At Sea -- Amphibious assault ship USS 
Wasp (LHD 1) started "D-Day" operations Feb. 6 as Exercise 
Bold Alligator switches from its initial stages into full exercise 
combat operations. 

"D-Day" marks the transition to land operations, where 
more than 3,600 Marines, Sailors and Coast Guardsmen 
representing 11 countries will begin to take back beaches in 
Virginia and North Carolina during a complex training 
scenario in which parts of the United States belong to hostile 
forces. 

"This was the first day," said Lt. Cmdr. George Pastoor, 
lead planner for Bold Alligator. Pastoor added that the strike 
group will continue putting people on the beaches over the 
next few days. 

Bold Alligator is the largest amphibious exercise 
conducted by U.S. forces in the last decade and since it is 
based on real-world situations, the exercise will run in real 
time and will not end until the mission is complete. 

Wasp is serving as the flagship of Expeditionary Strike 
Group (ESG) 2 for the exercise, and the ship's crew spent the 
past few days loading the equipment and personnel necessary 
to conduct well deck and flight deck operations. 

"We are here to train like we fight," said Rear Adm. 
Kevin D. Scott, ESG-2 commander, in a ship-wide address 
over the ship's intercom system. "I know we are ready; to not 

only learn but to strike. Give it everything you've got and we 
will be victorious." 

While Wasp handled command and control operations 
during the first day of D-Day operations, its crew will launch 
landing craft, air cushions and amphibious assault vehicles 
along with coordinating efforts with international forces and 
carrying out normal day-to-day evolutions. 

"It's the most amphibious operations the ship's done in 
two years," said Boatswain's Mate 1st Class (SW/EXW) 
Joseph Costa, a member of Wasp's well deck control crew. 
"This allows the junior Sailors to see how their efforts 
contribute to the ship's larger mission." 

The overall exercise involves 24 ships at sea conducting 
operations as well as numerous synthetic ships and personnel 
that aid in the overall training. 

Pastoor said Bold Alligator involved a huge planning 
effort that went on for a year, starting in January 2011. The 
future plan for Bold Alligator is to switch between live and 
synthetic exercises each year. 

"We worked hard for this," said Pastoor. "When you see 
all the ships in their place and ready to go, all the planning is 
worth it." 

Wasp began Bold Alligator Jan. 30 and is expected to 
continue in the scenario until Feb 12. 

Return to Index 
 

4. USS Mississippi Commissioning Moved From Gulfport To Pascagoula 
(MOBILE PRESS-REGISTER 07 FEB 12) ... Kaija Wilkinson 

PASCAGOULA, Mississippi -- The USS Mississippi will 
be commissioned in Pascagoula rather than Gulfport, 
Congressman Steven Palazzo and Secretary of the Navy Ray 
Mabus announced this afternoon. 

USS Mississippi is the Navy's newest attack submarine. It 
was christened in Connecticut in December. 

The news that the commissioning, a significant event that 
draws thousands of people including top Navy officials, comes 
amid rumblings that dredging at the port of Gulfport was not 
going fast enough to accommodate a May date. 

Palazzo, who is from Gulfport, has said he does not care 
whether the sub is "christened in Nachez or Gulfport or 
Pascagoula, as long as it is done in Mississippi." 

Palazzo is a member of the Seat Power and Projection 
Forces Subcommittee of the House Armed Services 
Committee. 

"Over the past year, my office has worked with Secretary 
Ray Mabus and the Navy to ensure that the commissioning of 
Mississippi's ship takes place in Mississippi," Palazzo said in a 
press release issued this afternoon. "Today, the Navy informed 
my office that the commissioning of the USS Mississippi will 
take place in Pascagoula in June. I appreciate all the hard work 
community leaders from both Pascagoula and Gulfport did to 
bring the commissioning to Mississippi. From the veterans 
who served and worked to make this happen, to the ship 
builders who equip our nation's war fighters; this is a proud 
day for Mississippi." 

Port of Pascagoula Director Mark McMcAndrews said 
that it has not yet been determined at which terminal in the 
harbor the ceremonies will take place. But, he said, with the 
harbor at 38 feet deep, "the vessel could come in tomorrow." 

Return to Index 
 
 

CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
5. Bataan Ends Longest Navy Deployment In Nearly 40 Years 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 08 FEB 12) ... Corinne Reilly 

ABOARD THE BATAAN - Rhaterahmi White can count 
on two hands - maybe one, even - the number of true days off 
he's had since this amphibious assault ship pulled away from 
Norfolk Naval Station nearly a year ago. 

He knows it isn't many, but asked to put an exact figure 
on it, he hesitated. 

"What do you mean by 'day off?' " he asked, an indication 
of their rarity for deployed Sailors in his profession. 

A petty officer second class who enlisted in the Navy five 
years ago, White is a machinist's mate with the Bataan's 
engineering department. He's in the auxiliary division, which 
means it's his job to keep countless things on board 
functioning - refrigerators, ice machines, steam kettles, air 
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conditioners, water heaters, food conveyors, electricity 
generators, washers and dryers. 

It's a big job, and on this deployment, which ended 
Tuesday morning after 10-1/2 months - longer than any U.S. 
ship tour in nearly 40 years - it was even bigger. 

The Bataan was originally set to deploy this past summer, 
along with the locally based amphibious ships Mesa Verde 
and Whidbey Island. Instead, they left nearly four months 
early to help respond to the crisis in Libya. They did it on 14 
days' notice, and among the consequences of such a rushed 
departure was little time to finish routine maintenance. 

"These Sailors had to do a lot just to keep the ship 
running for this extended period," said the Bataan's 
commanding officer, Capt. Erik Ross. "The epic length of this 
deployment called for a lot of ingenuity and hard work, on 
everyone's part." 

For White, a 23-year-old Georgia native who is married 
with two little boys, this latest cruise was spent in much the 
same way as his previous three aboard the Bataan: working 
12- to 18-hour days, sometimes under hot, dirty conditions, 
often with little sleep or time off. 

A typical day started around 6 a.m. After clearing trouble 
calls - hot water outages, downed freezers - he usually passed 
the rest of his 12-hour shift with preventive maintenance. 
Many days, that was followed by a five-hour stint standing 
watch, which involves monitoring pressure and temperature 
gauges on generators and making precise adjustments to keep 
them running. 

Throw a complicated trouble call into the mix late in the 
day, and White could easily find himself going longer than 30 
hours without sleep, which he said happened routinely. 

He recalled one day during the deployment when an air 
conditioner stopped working around 6 p.m. He'd been working 
since 7. Even so, he and a few shipmates spent the next 10 
hours working to fix the problem - taking apart the unit, which 
uses sea water as a coolant, and then cleaning out the crabs, 
shells and sand that had clogged it before putting it all back 
together. 

By the time they finished, it was time for White to report 
for his next shift. Because it was slow at that point, his 
supervisor told him to take a three-hour break to sleep before 
starting again. 

"In any other workplace, if someone asked you to work a 
24-hour day, you'd probably hear a lot of complaining, 
especially if you were asked to do it for 10 months straight," 
said Ensign Melissa Prater, a recently commissioned division 
officer in the Bataan's engineering department. "But that's just 
not how it's been. I've never seen a group of people work this 
hard." 

Speaking about the entire crew, Ross, the commanding 
officer, made a similar observation, saying he would have 
expected a deployment of this length and difficulty to take a 
harder toll on the crew's morale. "Yeah, there were some 
tough days, especially in the middle," he said on the eve of the 
ship's homecoming. "But overall, these Sailors handled 
themselves exceptionally well." 

Besides not seeing his family, White said the hardest part 
about the extended deployment was how routine his days on 
board - roughly 320 of them - began to feel. Except attending 
church services on Sundays and calling home once a week or 

so, he says he rarely did anything other than work, sleep, eat 
and go to the gym. 

"I just tried not to think about it," he said. "That's really 
all you can do. No one wants to hear you complaining, and 
you know everybody's going through the same thing, so you 
just deal with it." 

Unlike most of his shipmates, though, White could have 
opted to leave the deployment and go home to Newport News 
in June, when his assignment aboard the Bataan expired. He 
instead chose to stay, deciding it might improve his chances 
for promotion. 

And last month, he re-enlisted for six more years. Despite 
the sacrifices, he said he enjoys what he's chosen as his career. 
"You hate it when something breaks, but at the same time, you 
love to fix it. You take pride in it." 

He spent the last few hours of the deployment like he did 
so many others, standing careful watch over a steam turbine 
generator. 

As the Bataan prepared to pull into port - a delicate 
maneuver - the skipper ordered all five of the generators to be 
running, just in case any of them should go down. White got 
the call, then set to work bringing up his machine as most of 
his shipmates packed their belongings and changed into dress 
uniforms to line the edge of the flight deck for their arrival. 

A few hours later, the long-anticipated call dismissing the 
crew was finally issued. As Sailors rushed to reunite with 
awaiting relatives, White remained 10 decks below, dutifully 
securing his generator. 

Broadcast Clip - Sailors On Bataan, Mesa Verde, 
Whidbey Island Finally Home 

(WVEC ABC NORFOLK 07 FEB 12) Mike Gooding 
NORFOLK -- USS Bataan ARG is back home from a 

deployment that's one for the record books. 
The deployment was the longest since USS Midway was 

out for 327 days in 1973, the Navy said. 
The deployment to Europe and the Middle East started 

March 23, 2011 when the ARG relieved the Kearsarge ARG 
and 26th MEU. It ends today with homecomings at Naval 
Station Norfolk and Joint Expeditionary Base Little Creek-
Fort Story. 

The ships deployed three-and-a-half months ahead of 
schedule on two weeks’ notice for 321 days. 

More than 2,500 Sailors are returning home to friends and 
family today; Marines aboard USS Whidbey Island were 
dropped off at Morehead City, NC on February 4. 

"It was a tremendous accomplishment," said Whidbey 
Island Commanding Officer Cmdr. Eric L. Conzen. "I thought 
the holidays would be the toughest, but we really came 
together as a 'naval family' away from our true families to 
make it through, enjoying ourselves while we were at it. In the 
end we have a great sense of accomplishment - we did what 
no one else has done in a long, long time." 

In November, Bataan Commanding Officer Capt. Erik 
Ross said, "The crew makes me proud every single day. 
Whatever I ask of them, whatever task comes up, they always 
rise to the occasion with a can-do spirit. They are mission-
focused and ready to go when called on." 

The ships assigned to the BATARG include multipurpose 
amphibious assault ship USS Bataan (LHD 5), amphibious 
transport dock ship USS Mesa Verde (LPD 19) and dock 
landing ship USS Whidbey Island (LSD 41). 
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Approximately 25 men and women of Helicopter Sea 
Combat Squadron TWO EIGHT (HSC-28), Det. TWO, the 
"Dragon Whales" will return to Naval Station Norfolk 
Chambers Field. The detachment marked the squadron's first 
operational deployment of an armed helicopter detachment in 
support of Navy/Marine Expeditionary forces, the Navy said. 

View Clip (RT: 1:50) 

Photo Gallery - USS Bataan Returns 
(NEWPORT NEWS DAILY PRESS 07 FEB 12) Adrin 

Snider 
The USS Bataan makes its way to pier 7 Feb. 7, 2012 

after completing a 10 1/2 month deployment, the longest in 
deployment in the U.S. Navy in 40 years. 

View Gallery (13 Photos) 
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6. Navy-Marines' Amphib Mission Has Reptilian Name 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 08 FEB 12) ... Kate Wiltrout 

VIRGINIA BEACH - For months, Navy and Marine 
Corps brass have talked up a massive training exercise with a 
funny name - Bold Alligator - and a serious objective: 
revitalizing amphibious warfare. 

More than a year of preparation went into the two-week 
exercise that began Jan. 31, involving 20,000 Sailors and 
Marines, 15 U.S. warships and nine allied nations. 

Those figures mattered little to the 120 Marines and 
Sailors who left the amphibious transport dock New York 
aboard two hovercraft on Monday night. 

The vessels exited the ship's well deck shortly after sunset 
as the New York steamed off Virginia Beach. The mission of 
these Marines from the 24th Marine Expeditionary Unit: raid 
an inland terrorist training camp, separate enemies from 
noncombatants, gather intelligence, blow up bombmaking 
equipment and high-tail it back to the New York, hopefully in 
time for midnight rations served aboard ship. 

About 30 minutes later, under a smudgy winter moon, the 
hovercraft approached a deserted beach at Joint Expeditionary 
Base Fort Story. As shipping traffic moved in the channel 
nearby and headlights streamed across the Chesapeake Bay 
Bridge-Tunnel, a telltale hum filled the air: the roar of the 
hovercrafts' engines, which propel them atop the water and 
onto the sand. 

The Marines unloaded the equipment they'd brought for 
the job: Humvees, armored vehicles and 7-ton trucks they'd 
drive to a makeshift training village two miles away. 

Gunnery Sgt. Issac Sweeton, who works with the Special 
Operations Training Group at Camp Lejeune, N.C., led a 
group of observers from the beach to the training village, 
where 17 fighters and 25 villagers waited to be found. 

"I think the unknown is probably the trickiest piece," 
Sweeton said of the raid. 

Operating on information gathered by a 10-man 
reconnaissance team that swam ashore on Saturday, about 50 
Marines made their way to the village - 10 buildings, 
including a mosque, behind a plywood fence in a deserted 
wooded area of the base. 

About 90 minutes after coming ashore, the raiding 
Marines silently approached the village on foot. Their 
shadowy figures breached a gate, a hail of bullets and screams 
piercing the quiet night. 

Moments later, the thud of rotors: two helicopters, a Huey 
and a Cobra, circling low. 

The Marines went from building to building, searching 
for human targets and bombmaking materials. Role players 
who'd been "killed" in the raid lay where they fell; a green 
glow-stick signified that their bodies had been checked and 
cleared of explosives. 

Two Marines took fictional gunshots and had to be 
evacuated on stretchers. And following the rules of 
engagement in both Iraq and Afghanistan, the village mosque 
- its crescent moon silhouetted against the sky - was guarded 
but untouched, and noncombatants were allowed to remain 
inside. 

"Overall, it was a pretty good raid," said Sweeton, who 
has 16 years in the Marines and three deployments to Iraq and 
Afghanistan under his belt. His one complaint: the Marines 
were on the objective a little longer than he would have liked. 

"The idea of a raid is to come in, do what you need to do 
and leave," he said. 

The Fort Story raid was one of three major offensives in 
Bold Alligator, billed as the largest Navy-Marine Corps 
amphibious exercise in a decade. 

Earlier Monday, a few thousand Marines came ashore 
from Norfolk-based ships at Camp Lejeune. Tuesday featured 
a sea-based assault, with Marines aboard the Gunston Hall and 
Iwo Jima flying MV-22 Ospreys and CH-53 Sea Stallions to 
Fort Pickett, 150 miles inland. 

The exercise is overseen by the Navy's Fleet Forces 
Command and Marine Forces Command, both based in 
Norfolk. 

While no one expects a return to amphibious assaults on 
the scale of Normandy or Iwo Jima during World War II, 
military brass cite the humanitarian response to the Haiti 
earthquake two years ago and Marine airstrikes in Libya last 
year as examples of important amphibious capabilities. 

"The Navy/Marine Corps team can't be a cute catchphrase 
we throw around to make ourselves feel good," Adm. John 
Harvey, the head of Fleet Forces Command, said in a briefing 
last week. "It's not just a slogan. Ships can't operate ashore, 
and Marines can't walk on water." 
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7. Bold Alligator Exercise Takes Fight To The Shore 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 07 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Chad V. Pritt, USS Kearsarge Public Affairs 

USS KEARSARGE, Atlantic Ocean -- Four months to the 
day before the 68th anniversary of the landing at Normandy, 
the Navy and Marine Corps team conducted another historic 
amphibious operation. 

Exercise Bold Alligator 2012, the largest amphibious 
exercise in the past 10 years, culminated Feb. 6 with a D-Day 
landing on the beaches of Camp Lejeune, N.C. 
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Amphibious craft and thousands of U.S. Marines and 
British and Canadian commandos deployed from multiple 
ships to the shores of North Carolina following a week at sea 
practicing all facets of amphibious operations. The exercise's 
scope and scale were last seen during the opening days of 
Operation Iraqi Freedom. 

"This type of an amphibious operation occurred at the 
start of the war as we brought forces over into the [Arabian] 
Gulf off the coast of Kuwait, in about this size of a task force," 
said Marine Col. Scott S. Jensen, commanding officer of 
Marine Air Group (MAG) 29. "The difference being, is once 
we got there we offloaded onto the shore and our command 
and control shifted into a friendly country, and we reset 
ourselves land-based and were ready to support the combatant 
commander." 

Landing craft air cushions (LCAC) and amphibious 
assault vehicles delivered Marines and coalition forces from 
the United Kingdom and Canada from the amphibious assault 
ship USS Kearsarge (LHD 3) to the beach in a mock 
amphibious landing. The exercise is a revitalization of 
amphibious capabilities and re-investment in the Navy-Marine 
Corps team. 

Marines from Regimental Landing Team 2, MAG 29, 2nd 
Marine Regiment, and British and Canadian commandos 
embarked Kearsarge Jan. 23 through Feb. 3 in preparation for 
the landing. The combined nature of the exercise allowed the 
U.S. and its partners to share amphibious tactics. 

"A lot of times we say, 'oh they're coming to learn our 
tactics, techniques and procedures,'" said Jensen. "But I think 
these are smart people from great countries who bring a lot to 
the table from what they've learned, and we're seeing a lot of 
that sharing." 

While the exercise is the largest in 10 years, the ability to 
launch an aggressive amphibious assault has always been a 
capability the Navy and Marine Corps have maintained. 

"What a lot of people don't realize, is that the assault on 
Afghanistan was launched from the sea, to 700 miles inland," 
said Capt. Peter Pagano, Commander, Amphibious Squadron 
(PHIBRON) 4. "Those initial forces from amphibious ships 
and aircraft carriers, kicked off OEF (Operation Enduring 
Freedom)." 

The importance of amphibious capability lies not only 
with a tactical edge, but also a logistical need to provide from 
the sea. Sea basing, the maritime services' revolutionary power 
projection doctrine, provides American and coalition forces 
the ability to sustain a fighting force anywhere in the world. 

"There are a lot of places around the world that just don't 
have the infrastructure or the political position to allow a huge 
American force to fly in and operate," Jensen said. "There 
aren't many places with capabilities in the world that can 
match what we see in this team." 

Bold Alligator began Jan. 30 and will continue until Feb. 
12 afloat and ashore, in and around North Carolina and 
Virginia. 
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8. MARSOC, Intel Teams Spotlighted In 'Bold Alligator' 
(AOL DEFENSE 07 FEB 12) ... Carlo Munoz 

ABOARD THE USS WASP - Ship to shore operations 
were not the only thing the Navy and Marine Corps looked to 
sharpen during the biggest amphibious exercise in over a 
decade. 

Bold Alligator 2012 featured a significant role for special 
operations, intelligence and civil affairs units, Col. Scott 
Aiken, chief of staff for the 2nd Marine Expeditionary 
Brigade, said this week. The exercise replicated a sea-to-shore 
assault spearheaded by U.S. and coalition forces against 
enemy troops from a fictional country. This year, American 
and allied forces from the 2nd MEB and the 2nd 
Expeditionary Strike Group will push back enemy troops from 
the country of "Garnet,” who invaded the neighboring country 
of "Amberland" yesterday. 

The special operations element -- the first time they've 
been used in a major amphibious exercise like this, according 
to a senior Marine commander -- used during the exercise was 
a mix of simulated forces and actual boots on the ground, 
Aiken said. The real-world special operations elements were 
pulled from units in Marine Corps Special Operations 
Command and force recon troops from the 24th Marine 
Expeditionary Unit. Those forces were used for "shaping" 
operations, or for missions designed to prepare the shoreline 
and areas inland for the arriving Marine Corps. Those troops 
also provided intelligence for a planned deep insert air assault 
against an enemy encampment at Ft. Pickett, VA, Aiken said. 
That raid will be led by the 24th MEU later this week, Aiken 
said. 

Hejlik stressed the importance of integrating special 
operations forces into Marine operations during a breakfast in 
Washington last week. The three-star general said getting 
those two groups to work closer together was a key goal for 
Bold Alligator planners. Increasing the ranks within 
MARSOC is a key part of the Marines post-Afghanistan force 
structure, especially as the service's total force drops to 
181,000 troops. But current budget pressures may hinder that 
growth, Hejlik said at the time. The Marines "will not get the 
plus-up we expected" for their special forces cadre in the 
upcoming fiscal 2013 defense bill, Hejlik said. He did not go 
into specifics on how low that potential MARSOC troop 
increase could go. But the three-star general did note his 
lowered expectations for the Corps' special operations force 
was tied to the service's pending troop drawdown. 

Aside from special operations forces, service planners 
also inserted Navy and Marine Corps intelligence exploitation 
and maritime civil affairs teams as part of the exercise. The 
teams carried out a simulated insertion into Amberland to 
meet with local leaders prior to the beach assault, Lt. Cmdr 
George Pastoor, a Dutch naval officer attached to 
Expeditionary Strike Group 2, explained. Along with 
coordinating and supporting indigenous forces, the teams also 
fed key intelligence back to Marine Corps and Navy planners 
here, Pastoor said. In guidance sent to Bold Alligator planners, 
U.S. Fleet Forces Command chief Adm. John Harvey directed 
service strategists to explore possible modifications to 
maritime intelligence requirements via the exercise. 

Return to Index 
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9. Naval Mine And Anti-Submarine Warfare Command Supports Exercise Bold Alligator 2012 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 07 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist Seaman Molly Treece, Navy Public Affairs Support Element, 
Norfolk 

NORFOLK, Va. -- The Naval Mine and Anti-Submarine 
Warfare Command (NMAWC) conducted a synthetic 
underwater mine-clearing exercise in support of exercise Bold 
Alligator 2012 (BA12) at Naval Warfare Development 
Command onboard Naval Station Norfolk Feb 3. 

BA12 is the East Coast's largest joint and multinational 
amphibious assault exercise in 10 years and is an opportunity 
for NMAWC mine warfare battle staff to integrate with a 
combined force maritime component commander to support 
amphibious operations by mitigating and disabling underwater 
anti-access/area-denial efforts. The exercise reinforces the role 
mine countermeasure forces play in enabling Marine Corps' 
forces to launch ashore. 

"It's extraordinarily valuable that the Navy and Marine 
Corps' team, as sister services, conduct this exercise," Rear 
Adm. (select) Ken Perry, vice commander, NMAWC and the 
mine warfare commander of Bold Alligator. "This is to 
regenerate that partnership and renew those capabilities as 
sister services, to train as we operate. It's really very valuable." 

NMAWC's mission includes providing mine warfare 
commander battle staff to support operational maritime 
component commanders in executing operational control of 
air, surface and underwater mine countermeasure forces. 

During Bold Alligator, as the Mine Warfare commander, 
Perry coordinates the efforts of more than 320 mine warfare 
Sailors across several U.S. and coalition platforms and units. 

Mine warfare forces participating in the exercise include 
Mine Countermeasures Squadron 3, Mine Countermeasures 
Division 31, Helicopter Mine Countermeasures Squadron 14, 
Mine Warfare platoons from Explosive Ordnance Disposal 
Mobile Units 1, 6, 12; as well as Naval Oceanography Mine 
Warfare Center's Unmanned Underwater Vehicle (UUV) 
Platoon and the Naval Oceanographic Office's Data Fusion 
Cell. 

Lt. Cmdr. Tyrone David, the Canadian liaison officer for 
the exercise, said that operating with Canadian and United 
Kingdom dive units and UUVs increases U.S. and coalition 
mine warfare proficiency. "We train as we fight. It's a 
tremendous rehearsal for real-life operations." 

Divers operated from Canadian Kingston Class coastal 
defense vessels HMCS Summerside (MM 711) and HMCS 
Moncton (MM 708). 

BA12 will be a live and synthetic, scenario-driven, 
simulation-supported exercise designed to train Expeditionary 
Strike Group 2, Second Marine Expeditionary Brigade (2nd 
MEB) and Carrier Strike Group 12. Staffs will plan and 
execute a MEB-sized amphibious assault from a seabase in a 
medium land-and-maritime threat environment to improve 
naval amphibious core competencies. 

The exercise is in its second week and will run through 
Feb. 12, ashore and afloat, in and off the coasts of Virginia, 
North Carolina and Florida. 
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10. Special Ops Teams First In, Last Out In Afghan War 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 08 FEB 12) ... Kimberly Dozier 

WASHINGTON -- First in and last out — that's the 
current plan for elite U.S. forces in Afghanistan, according to 
Adm. Bill McRaven. 

The top U.S. special operations commander said his 
troops could be tapped to lead the mission in Afghanistan, 
while also increasing their numbers in places like Africa and 
the Pacific. 

But he stressed that no final decisions had been made. 
"I have no doubt that special operations will be the last to 

leave Afghanistan," the commander of last year's Navy SEAL 
raid against Osama bin Laden told a Washington audience 
Tuesday. 

"As far as anything beyond that, we're exploring a lot of 
options," he said of the still-evolving war strategy. 

U.S. officials say the White House is considering handing 
the entire Afghanistan campaign back to special operations 
teams as conventional U.S. forces draw down after a decade of 
war, according to multiple officials who spoke on condition of 
anonymity to discuss the confidential deliberations. 

McRaven would say only that the Pentagon is considering 
handing more of the day-to-day running of the war to a senior 
special operations officer. 

Senior administration officials have described turning the 
mission over to special operations troops as a possible way to 
provide security with a smaller U.S. footprint, because of 
special operations' ability to work in smaller numbers and with 
local forces on such missions as night raids or village patrols. 

Administration officials believe that smaller presence will be 
less offensive to the Afghans. 

Under such a scenario, a continued force of hundreds of 
CIA officers would provide intelligence on militant networks, 
as well as continuing to train Afghan intelligence officers, the 
officials said. 

"Could we use a few more years with the U.S. in the lead? 
Of course," added Michael Sheehan, assistant defense 
secretary for special operations, speaking at the same meeting 
of the National Defense Industrial Association. "But ... now is 
as good a time as ever to push the Afghans out in front," with 
special operations advisers training the locals to secure their 
own territory. 

The admiral confirmed that the roughly 9,000 special 
operations forces in Afghanistan would combine their 
targeting and training operations this summer to prepare for a 
smaller overall U.S. presence and a stepped-up effort to train 
Afghans. 

The idea is to streamline special operations in 
Afghanistan, blending the village security operations with the 
elite Joint Special Operations Command's terrorist-hunting 
cell based at Bagram Air Base, which is working on degrading 
the Taliban militant network with focused raids. 

"We feel like we have to become not only more effective 
but more efficient," McRaven said. 

Under the current system, if the special operations 
terrorist hunters have five potential insurgents to hit in a given 
area, they will probably choose to strike a high-value target 
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instead of spending their time hunting lower-level insurgents 
menacing a local village that fellow Army Green Berets are 
trying to secure, according to a U.S. military official. 

With one commander in charge of all special operations, 
he could decide to clear out those lower-level insurgents to 
secure the village, leaving the high-value target for another 
night. 

During McRaven's remarks at a Washington area hotel, 
there was an outburst from a retired special operations general 
who was angry at media coverage of special operations 
missions, such as last year's SEAL raid in Pakistan that killed 
bin Laden, and the recent SEAL rescue of two Western 
hostages in Somalia. 

Retired Lt. Gen. James Vaught shouted at McRaven to 
"get out of the media." 

McRaven calmly responded that avoiding media coverage 
was almost impossible in the 24-hour news cycle, and that 
while he objected to revealing sensitive tactics, the media 

could be useful, especially when reporting operations gone 
wrong. 

"Having those failures exposed in the media helps us do a 
better job," McRaven said. 

The admiral said he was working to give his 66,000-
person force — expected to grow to 70,000 over the next few 
years — more predictable schedules to reduce strain on 
families. 

He also spoke of working to break down the stigma of 
combat stress. 

"If you have been engaged in this war for any length of 
time, you are fundamentally changed," he said. But special 
operations troops typically don't seek help for emotional 
problems. 

"I encourage them to come in. We're not going to pull 
their security clearances," McRaven said. "We're going to take 
care of them." 
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11. U.S. Special Ops To Grow As DoD Budget Shrinks 
(DEFENSE NEWS 07 FEB 12) ... Marcus Weisgerber 

The number of U.S. special operations forces will 
increase over the next five years even as the Pentagon 
prepares to cut personnel and $259 billion in planned spending 
over that same period. 

U.S. Special Operations Command (SOCOM) will grow 
from about 67,000 forces today to 70,000 over the next five 
years, according to senior Defense Department officials. At 
the same time, command is preparing to have 12,000 forces 
continuously deployed at any given time. 

“Because we will be continuing to engage in 
counterterrorism operations around the globe, we are going to 
protect the investments in special operations forces,” Lt. Gen. 
Bradley Heithold, SOCOM vice commander, said at a Feb. 7 
conference in Washington. 

The command is preparing to grow its force at a rate of 
about 2 percent to 3 percent per year, Heithold said. 

“The program maintains a growth to 70,000 SOF [special 
operations forces] warriors,” he said. 

When the Pentagon unveiled new military guidance in 
January, Defense Secretary Leon Panetta, noted DoD would 
increase its investments in special operations, as well as 
intelligence, surveillance and reconnaissance equipment, 
unmanned systems, space systems and cyberspace tools. 

The U.S. Defense Department plans to cut $487 billion in 
planned spending over the next 10 years as mandated by the 
Budget Control Act, which went into effect last August. To 
meet that goal, the Army, Marine Corps and Air Force will 
shrink, Pentagon officials announced in recent weeks. 

The Pentagon’s 2013 budget proposal, which the White 
House will sent to Congress on Feb. 13, outlines the first five 
years of those cuts, totaling $259 billion. 

“We know that we’re going to have to reduce the federal 
budget in the United States government [and] the Pentagon 
will pay its share,” Michael Sheehan, assistant secretary of 
defense for special operations and low-intensity conflict, said 
at the same conference. “Fortunately for us in the special 
operations community, we’re going to come out of this pretty 
well.” 

SOCOM is likely to increase foreign internal defense and 
security force assistance programs, Sheehan said. 

“We’re going to be able to protect our interests” in the 
SOF budget, he said. 

Still, special operations officials were quick to point out 
that their budget was subject to the same intense review that 
the military services experienced over the past several months. 

“That doesn’t mean we’ve dodged the scrutiny the 
services have gone through in the last few months and I know 
we’re not going to dodge that scrutiny as we go forward,” 
Maj. Gen. Thomas Trask, SOCOM director for force structure, 
requirements, resources and strategic assessments, said at the 
conference. 

Over the past few years, SOCOM has been working to 
shift much of its funding from overseas contingency 
operations warfighting coffers to the base budget. 

“We have been very successful in U.S. Special Operations 
Command in getting our baseline [budget] increased to sustain 
the level of forces we are going to have forward,” Heithold 
said referring to deployed forces. 

Most of that operations-and-maintenance funding is in the 
baseline budget, he noted. 

As for specific equipment, Trask noted that the Boeing 
MH-47 Chinook helicopter and Bell-Boeing V-22 Osprey tilt-
rotor are critical to SOCOM operations. 

“The program is intact for our V-22s and our [MH]-47s,” 
Heithold said. 

In addition, the Pentagon has stood up a senior-level panel 
to oversee special operations acquisition “to ensure that we are 
synchronizing” weapon buying efforts, according to David 
Ahern, deputy assistant secretary of defense for strategic and 
tactical systems. 

The so-called SOF Acquisition Summit is a way to 
synchronize the budget building process between special 
operations and the services early on in the weapon buying 
process, he said at the same conference. 
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12. New Naval Research Chief Aligning New Technologies With DoD Strategy 
(FEDERAL NEWS RADIO 07 FEB 12) ... Tom Temin 

Naval research has a new chief — Rear Admiral Matthew 
Klunder. 

In his first interview, Klunder joined The Federal Drive 
with Tom Temin to discuss how the Naval Research Program 
works with the other armed services and his research priorities 
are for the Navy. 

Klunder said his command has taken a "real strong 
strategic scrub of our objectives" and aligned those goals with 
DoD overall. 

He added naval research will look at "any game-changing, 
leap-ahead innovative technologies" while balancing the need 
to adapt current technologies to serve the "airmen, marines, 
Sailors who are out there right now." 

Listen To Audio (RT: 8:33) 
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13. USS Louisville Commences Western Pacific Deployment 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 07 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Ronald Gutridge, Commander, Submarine Force 
U.S. Pacific Fleet Public Affairs 

Pearl Harbor -- Friends and families of the crew from 
USS Louisville (SSN 724) gathered at the submarine piers at 
Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam to say goodbye as the Los 
Angeles-class submarine departed for a scheduled Western 
Pacific deployment, Feb. 7. 

"The submarine is in excellent material condition thanks 
to a combined effort of the crew and the Pearl Harbor Naval 
Shipyard," said Cmdr. Lee Sisco, USS Louisville commanding 
officer. "I am extremely proud of the Louisville crew and their 
families in their ability to rise to any challenge and in the 
outstanding job they've done through the inter-deployment 
training cycle to get themselves and this submarine ready for 
deployment operations." 

Since returning from its last deployment in October 2010, 
Louisville has undergone maintenance and conducted training 
in preparation for this deployment. 

"My crew is extremely excited to be deploying - not only 
to conduct operations in support of 7th Fleet priorities, but 
also to visit foreign ports and experience other cultures," said 
Sisco. "Our deployment goals are for advanced qualifications 
for junior personnel and improving individual level of 
knowledge across the board to help improve our overall team 
performance in core competencies and mission areas." 

Louisville is the fourth United States ship to bear the 
name in honor of the city of Louisville, Ky. The ship's mission 
is to seek out and destroy enemy ships and submarines, and to 
protect our naval interests. At 360 feet and 6,900 tons, USS 
Louisville is well equipped to accomplish this task. Faster than 
its predecessors and equipped with highly accurate sensors 
and weapons systems, Louisville is armed with sophisticated 
MK48 torpedoes and Tomahawk cruise missiles. 
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14. USS Mustin Arrives In Ishikari 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 07 FEB 12) ... Ensign Margaret Morton, USS Mustin Public Affairs 

ISHIKARI, Japan -- The Arleigh Burke-class guided 
missile destroyer USS Mustin (DDG 89) arrived in Ishikari for 
a port visit Feb. 6. 

Mustin's arrival corresponds with the start of the 63rd 
Annual Snow Festival held in Sapporo. While in port, Mustin 
Sailors will have the opportunity to join tourists from around 
the world to admire the amazing works of art the festival has 
to offer in the form of ice. 

In addition to viewing the ice sculptures, Sailors also plan 
to partake in some of the many winter sports offered in the 
region such as skiing, snowboarding, and bushwalking. 

"I'm looking forward to seeing the many statues and 
trying the regional cuisine. This is my first Japanese port 
outside of Yokosuka," said Gas Turbine Systems Technician 
(Mechanical) 1st Class Hugo J. Perez. "I'm excited for an 

outstanding cultural and culinary experience. I especially want 
to try the seafood." 

The Ishikari port visit gives the Mustin crew a chance to 
interact with the Japanese people in order to build upon the 
existing relationship with one of America's most important 
allies in the Pacific region. 

"I anticipate the officers and crew to join in the many 
events associated with the festival and to gain an even greater 
understanding of the country and people that we partner to 
protect with the Japanese Self Defense Force," said Mustin's 
commanding officer, Cmdr. Scott A. Tait. 

Mustin is one of seven destroyers assigned to Destroyer 
Squadron 15, forward-deployed to Yokosuka, Japan, as part of 
the U.S. 7th Fleet. 
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15. Guam National Guard & Navy Team Up For Explosives Training 
(PACIFIC NEWS CENTER (GUAM) 08 FEB 12) ... Josh Tyquiengco 

GUAM - Over 50 soldiers with the Guam Army National 
Guard and the Navy's EOD Mobile Unit 1 are out at Andersen 
South conducting explosives training for the next couple of 
days. 

Lt. Joey Tagawa says the exercise helps refine their 
soldier skills. The guard members are placed in different 

scenarios where they provide security to their Navy 
counterparts in identifying Improvised Explosive Devices 
(IEDs) and detonating it properly. Tagawa mentions he will be 
here until Thursday and describes one scenario of the exercise. 

"As you can see, we're on a training site right now with a 
group of 20 to 30 soldiers on ground” said Tagawa. “I believe 
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these guys are responding to an IED...which is basically a 
bomb threat.” 

Sgt. Marlon Cruz says his role is to provide support to the 
troops in the exercise. He notes the training is very important 
in preparation for upcoming guard deployments. He also 
describes a portion of the exercise that includes digging up an 
unexploded ordnance or UXO. 

“What you see back here is these guys digging up a 
UXO” remarked Cruz. “The Guam Army Guard is actually 
pulling support, providing security and cording on the area so 
these guys are safe and nobody goes in and out of the area.” 

The Guam Guard will also be busy tomorrow [Thursday] 
as it conducts the Mortar Gunner's Exam in Radio Barrigada at 
7:30 a.m.. The mortar platoon will be conducting a 5 event 
exam in order to qualify soldiers for various weapons. 

Return to Index 
 

16. Navy Establishes MESG-1 Det. Guam 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 07 FEB 12) ... JoAnna Delfin, Joint Region Edge Staff 

SANTA RITA, Guam -- Maritime Expeditionary Security 
Squadron (MSRON) 7 was officially disestablished and 
Maritime Expeditionary Security Group (MESG) 1 Det. Guam 
was established during a ceremony on U.S. Naval Base Guam, 
Feb. 3. 

The disestablishment of the command is part of a 
directive from the vice chief of naval operations. As part of 
the plan, MSRON-7 disestablished and restructured as MESG-
1 Det. Guam, which will continue to provide embarked 
security teams in support of Pacific Fleet operations. 

Rear. Adm. Michael Tillotson, commander of Navy 
Expeditionary Combat Command, was the event's guest 
speaker and described the disestablishment of the command as 
an evolution in naval forces. 

"You have to be able to adapt," he said. "I think when you 
look at the climate that we're in as far as our government in 
transition, transitions primarily because of the budgets that 
we're dealing with is, we have to be innovative. This force has 
been innovative and it's definitely great to be here." 

Capt. Eric Moss, MESG-1 commanding officer, 
commended MSRON-7 Sailors for their hard work and 
dedication and encouraged them to continue their efforts 
fulfilling their mission. 

"You should be proud of the record you've helped etch for 
MSRON-7 that today closes out in our Navy's history books, 
but then restarts as a new chapter in maritime security with a 
force reduced by the numbers, but not by the talent of the 
Sailors who will now carry on as MESG 1 Det. Guam," he 
said. 

More than 150 Sailors from MSRON-7 will continue their 
tour under MESG-1 Det. Guam. 

During the ceremony, MSRON-7 Commanding Officer 
Cmdr. David Suchyta officially disestablished the command 
as the colors and his pennant were lowered from the flagpole 
and MESG-1 Det. Guam's commodore's pennant was raised. 

"It's a very bittersweet moment," he said. "I've been here 
on Guam for three years and I will take a lot of great 
memories with me." 

Tillotson presented Suchyta with the Navy Meritorious 
Service Medal for his service as MSRON-7's commanding 
officer. Under Suchyta's lead, MSRON-7 protected 10 special 
mission ships operating in the East and South China Seas, four 
logistic ships in the Indian Ocean and Arabian Gulf, 26 
aircraft visiting high-threat airfields, and securely guided high-
ranking passengers during special missions. Additionally, the 
command was awarded the 2009 Sister Village Award for 
executing a community service program that assisted its sister 
village of Sinajana. 

"To my Sailors, I am proud, I am very proud to count 
myself among the professionals who have served at MSRON 
7," Suchyta said. "You never let me down. On short notice 
you've demonstrated you can pack up, go to a foreign land, 
sustain yourselves and accomplish the mission. You've 
embraced the necessary thoughtful planning, realistic training 
and steady discipline." 

MSRON-7 Executive Officer Cmdr. Michael O'Driscoll 
was assigned as the officer-in-charge of MESG-1 Det. Guam. 

"I feel honored to be asked to be the officer-in-charge of 
Det. Guam," O'Driscoll said. "The importance of Guam and 
what the Sailors here do is why there's so much of a fight to 
keep us here," he said. 
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17. U.S. Military Beginning Review Of Syria Options 
(CNN 07 FEB 12) ... Barbara Starr 

Although the U.S. focus remains on exerting diplomatic 
and economic pressure on Syria, the Pentagon and the U.S. 
Central Command have begun a preliminary internal review of 
U.S. military capabilities, CNN has learned. 

The options are being prepared in the event President 
Barack Obama were to call for them. Two senior 
administration officials who spoke about the review to CNN 
emphasized that U.S. policy for now remains the use of non-
military options. 

The focus on diplomatic options was underscored by the 
U.S. ambassador to the United Nations in an interview with 
CNN on Tuesday. 

"Before we start talking about military options, we very 
much want to ensure that we have exhausted all the political, 
economic and diplomatic means at our disposal," Ambassador 
Susan Rice said on CNN's “Situation Room with Wolf 
Blitzer.” 

The president has also said that the U.S. is working on 
non-military options first. 

"I think it is very important for us to try to resolve this 
without recourse to outside military intervention, and I think 
that's possible," Obama said in an interview with NBC News 
that aired during the Super Bowl on Sunday. 
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But the military is beginning to look at what can be done. 
One of the senior U.S. officials called the effort a “scoping 
exercise” to see what capabilities are available given other 
U.S. military commitments in the region. 

Both officials pointed out that this type of planning 
exercise is typical for the Pentagon, which would not want to 
be in the position of not having options for the president, if 
and when they are asked for. 

It would be Gen. James Mattis, head of U.S. Central 
Command, who would provide details on what U.S. military 
assets are available, what missions they could perform if 
asked, and what risks U.S. forces might face. 

“The Pentagon is closely monitoring developments in 
Syria. It wouldn’t be doing its job if it didn’t put some ideas 
on the table,” one of the senior U.S. officials told CNN. “But 
absolutely no decisions have been made on military support 
for Syria.” 

The two officials were not willing to be identified because 
they were not authorized to talk to the media. 

Typically those types of options are held by the Pentagon 
as very preliminary plans and not even forwarded to the White 

House unless asked for. If asked, plans are then fleshed out 
with specific units to support them. 

In this type of analysis being done, the military would 
typically look at all options ranging from humanitarian relief, 
to support for opposition groups, as well as outright military 
strikes, although that is an unlikely option, both officials said. 

“This remains a campaign to apply economic and 
diplomatic pressure,” the first official said. 

Arizona Sen. John McCain, the top Republican on the 
Armed Services committee, told reporters Tuesday that the 
U.S. should consider "all options including arming the 
opposition." 

But U.S. officials said that adding weapons into the 
volatile and violent situation is not a viable option. 

"We never take anything off the table. The president does 
(or) doesn't. However, as the president himself made 
absolutely clear and as the secretary has continued to say, we 
don't think more arms into Syria is the answer," said State 
Department spokeswoman Victoria Nuland. 
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18. New Naval Warship Completes First Patrol Mission Off Spratly Islands 
(PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 07 FEB 12) ... Redempto D. Anda 

PUERTO PRINCESA CITY, Philippines—The country’s 
newest naval warship, which made a port of call here at the 
Palawan capital on Monday following its first patrol mission 
around the areas being claimed by the Philippines in the 
disputed Spratly islands, in the West Philippine Sea (South 
China Sea), held a one-day “open house” on Tuesday. 

Local residents were encouraged to have a closer view of 
the Hamilton-class cutter docked at the Naval facility beside 
the commercial port area during the open house. 

Commissioned into the Philippine naval service in 
December following its acquisition from the United States, the 
naval war ship boasted of long range patrolling capability and 
surveillance facilities otherwise unavailable to other 
Philippine naval vessels and is regarded by defense authorities 
as a milestone in upgrading the country’s military capability in 
the tension-filled Spratlys region. 

Naval Forces West commanding officer Joseph Rostum 
Peña announced in a press conference Monday at the BRP 
Gregorio del Pilar (PF 15) the war ship’s completion of “a 
successful 12-day sovereignty patrol” of what Manila had 
called the West Philippine Sea. 

The patrol also included the Camago-Malampaya gas 
field, which hosted the country’s lone natural gas extraction 
facility, and the Balabac Strait adjacent to the Malaysian 
maritime border, said Peña. 

“This ship was more capable and had more endurance 
than any of our other naval ships,” he said. 

Peña added that the Navy has been working to further 
upgrade the ship’s defensive capabilities with the installation, 
“hopefully soon,” of its own missile system. 

He added, however, that the country’s naval capability in 
the Spratlys still paled in comparison with China and some of 
the other claimant countries in the region. 

“Compared to other navies, our weapons system is not yet 
at par. In the next acquisition, we expected sister ships for PF 
15 that would have some of the more advanced weapons and 
missile systems,” he said. 

The naval officers described the ship’s main capability in 
monitoring all naval activities around the area, where it 
operated, mainly through the use of a computer-based 
identification system. 

Capt. Alberto Cruz, the vessel’s commanding officer, said 
they did not encounter any incident of unauthorized foreign 
intrusion in the Philippine-claimed areas during their patrol 
mission. 

“So far, we did not monitor any intrusion, except for the 
usual merchant ships that plied the area,” said Cruz. 

Peña admitted, however, that they were careful to keep a 
distance from other islets being claimed by China and other 
nations in the disputed area. 

“We distanced ourselves from the other occupied islands. 
The other countries did the same. The South China Sea was a 
vital sea lane where you could find so many commercial ships, 
including our Filipino fishermen,” he said. 

“We didn’t go very near (the other islands not claimed by 
the Philippines) so as not to provoke other countries,” he 
added. 
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19. U.S. To Send Second Ship To Bolster Philippines 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 07 FEB 12) 

WASHINGTON - The U.S. will soon give a second Coast 
Guard cutter to the Philippines as part of efforts to boost the 

ally’s military amid tensions at sea with China, officials said 
Tuesday. 
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The U.S. last year transferred its Hamilton cutter to the 
Philippines, which made it the flagship of its notoriously 
dilapidated navy and recently sent it on a mission to the 
disputed Spratly islands. 

Lawmakers will this week conclude formalities to send to 
the former U.S. colony another cutter, the Dallas, 
Representative Ed Royce and senior Pentagon official Peter 
Lavoy told a congressional hearing. 

“It should soon be on its way to Manila,” said Royce, a 
Republican from southern California whose district has a 
significant Filipino American community. 

“The U.S. and the Philippines want peace and stability in 
this region, which is key to the global economy,” Royce said 
as he chaired the hearing of a House Foreign Affairs 
subcommittee. 

The Philippines and other Southeast Asian countries have 
accused China of bellicose behavior over disputes in the South 
China Sea. Despite historical sensitivities about U.S. troops, 
the Philippines has said it would welcome further rotations by 
U.S. forces on its soil and more joint exercises. 

Lavoy, the top civilian at the Pentagon handling East 
Asia, said that the U.S. was “considering a range of military 
capabilities” as it helps the Philippines move from “an inward 
focus on domestic threats to an outwardly focused military 
that needs to be reorganized to address external concerns.” 

But Lavoy was noncommittal when asked whether the 
U.S. would be willing to provide F-16 fighter jets to the 
Philippines, saying it was critical to look at affordability and 
other factors. 

Kurt Campbell, the assistant secretary of state for East 
Asia, said that cooperation also depended on human rights. 
Congress has blocked $3 million due to concerns over 
extrajudicial killings by the Philippine military. 

“Although the pace of killings has declined, trying and 
convicting perpetrators remains an ongoing challenge,” 
Campbell told the hearing. 

But Campbell praised Philippine President Benigno 
Aquino for addressing human rights and other U.S. concerns, 
including human trafficking. 
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20. India Upgrades Its Military With China In Mind 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 08 FEB 12) ... Nirmala George 

NEW DELHI — In recent weeks, India has decided to 
buy 126 fighter jets from France, taken delivery of a nuclear-
powered submarine from Russia and prepared for its first 
aircraft carrier — modernizing its military to face a rising 
China. 

India and China have a long history of tension, dating 
back to a 1962 border war, and New Delhi has watched with 
dismay in recent years as Beijing has increased its influence in 
the Indian Ocean. 

China has financed the development of ports in Pakistan, 
Sri Lanka, Bangladesh and Myanmar, virtually encircling 
India. Beijing's recent efforts to get access to facilities in the 
Seychelles have prodded New Delhi to renew its own outreach 
to the Indian Ocean island state off its west coast. 

With its recent purchases, running into tens of billions of 
dollars, India is finally working to counter what it sees as 
aggressive incursions by neighboring China into a region India 
has long dominated. 

"The Indian military is strengthening its forces in 
preparation to fight a limited conflict along the disputed 
border, and is working to balance Chinese power projection in 
the Indian Ocean," James Clapper, the U.S. director of 
national intelligence, told a Senate committee last week. 

India has created new infantry mountain divisions and 
plans to raise a strike corps aimed at countering aggression by 
China. Their border still has not been agreed upon despite 15 
rounds of talks, and patrols from the two sides frequently face 
off on the ground. 

Analysts say that although the probability of a conflict 
between the two Asian giants is remote, a short, sharp conflict 
in the disputed Himalayan heights can't be ruled out. 

"Over the last couple of years, the Chinese have been 
acting more and more aggressively in the political, diplomatic 
and military arena," said retired Brig. Gurmeet Kanwal, 
director of the Indian army-funded Centre for Land Warfare 
Studies in New Delhi. 

Indian leaders and defense strategists have watched with 
alarm as China modernized its forces and extended its military 
advantage over India. For some in India, countering China is 
taking precedence even over checking longtime rival Pakistan. 

"Of late, there has been a realization (in India) that China 
is the real danger of the future," Kanwal said. 

To compete, India has embarked on a long-overdue drive 
to modernize its forces and replace their obsolescent, Soviet-
era weapons. 

Its orders for fighter jets, naval frigates, helicopters and 
armaments have made India the world's largest importer of 
arms. The Stockholm International Peace Research Institute 
said India accounted for 9 percent of all the world's weapon 
imports in 2010, the latest year for which figures were 
available. 

Last week's order of 126 combat aircraft, won by France's 
Dassault, followed a bitter battle by global jet manufacturers 
hoping to entice India. 

The initial cost for the 126 planes is estimated at about 
$11 billion, but on-board weaponry, technology transfers, 
maintenance, warranties and other costs are expected to almost 
double the price. 

The Indian navy last week took command of a Russian 
Nerpa nuclear submarine, renamed INS Chakra-II, at the 
Russian port of Vladivostok, propelling India into an elite 
group of countries operating underwater nuclear-powered 
vessels. Others in the club are the United States, France, 
Russia, Britain and China. 

The Chakra-II, on lease from Russia for the next 10 years 
at a cost of nearly $1 billion, is expected to be inducted into 
the navy by March. Later this year, India is expected to take 
delivery of a retrofitted Soviet-built aircraft carrier. 

In addition, six Scorpene subs being built in India under 
license from France in a $5 billion deal are expected to start 
going into service in 2015, three years behind schedule, said 
Defense Minister A.K. Antony. Labor problems and 
difficulties procuring needed technology have hampered the 
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project, he told the Indian Parliament recently. Critics also 
blame India's sluggish bureaucracy for the delays. 

"India's efforts at modernizing its forces have been very 
slow," said Rajeswari Pillai Rajagopalan, a defense analyst at 
the New Delhi-based Observer Research Foundation. 

Some Indian military experts complain that the country is 
not doing enough to upgrade its forces to the level befitting the 
regional power it aspires to be. 

"It's not only China that is rising. India is on the ascent 
too, and it's a trend that will continue for some decades," said 
retired Air Vice Marshal Kapil Kak at the Centre for Air 
Power Studies in New Delhi. 

India may be watching China's overtures to its neighbors 
with alarm, but New Delhi has also embarked on its own 
effort to reach out to the Southeast Asian and East Asian 
countries in Beijing's backyard. 

India has struck a strategic partnership with Vietnam, 
including helping Hanoi beef up its defense capabilities. 
Indian Prime Minister Manmohan Singh has been actively 
pursuing a "Look East" policy, engaging the leaders of South 
Korea, Japan, Indonesia, Malaysia and Thailand, among 
others. The policy has resulted in a troupe of high-level visits 
to India, bolstering trade and economic cooperation. 

Nowhere is the contest between China and India more 
evident than in Myanmar, where both of the energy-seeking 

Asian giants are caught in a race to gain access to the country's 
natural gas sources. 

India has regularly conducted defense exercises with 
countries in the region. It is scheduled to host the navies of 14 
Asian countries in maritime exercises later this week; the 
Chinese and Pakistani navies have not been invited. 

And, while India is increasing its defense capabilities, 
China is doing the same, but faster, making it difficult for 
India to catch up. The Chinese government's military budget is 
the second largest in the world after the United States. 

India has raised two mountain divisions of soldiers to add 
to its existing high-altitude troops. Around 36,000 soldiers and 
officers of the divisions have been posted in the remote 
northeast, not far from India's Arunachal Pradesh state, which 
China claims as part of its territory. 

A proposal for a mountain strike corps is awaiting 
clearance by India's Cabinet, and an independent armored 
brigade for the mountain region also is in the works. India 
hopes to show it can strike deep beyond its neighbor's borders 
to serve as a deterrent for any Chinese aggression, Kanwal 
said. 

"India is building up its capability for offensive 
operations in the mountains with a view to taking the fight into 
Chinese territory," Kanwal said. 
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21. Russian Navy To Get 10 Borey Class Nuclear Subs 
(RIA NOVOSTI 07 FEB 12) 

MOSCOW - The Russian Navy will receive at least 10 
new Borey class strategic nuclear submarines in line with a 
revised state armament procurement program until 2020, 
Kommersant daily said in Tuesday. 

The submarine fleet is expected to become the core of 
Russia's naval force in the future. 

The revised document also envisions the procurement of 
10 Graney class nuclear attack submarines and 20 diesel-
electric subs, including six Varshavyanka class vessels. 

Russian Prime Minister Vladimir Putin said last year that 
the procurement of new warships and submarines for the Navy 

would be a priority over the next decade. The Russian 
government has allocated five trillion rubles ($166 bln) or a 
quarter of the entire armament procurement budget until 2020 
for this purpose. 

In addition to submarines, the Navy will receive 14 
frigates, 35 corvettes, six Buyan class small artillery ships and 
six Ivan Gren Class large landing ships. 

Deputy Prime Minister Dmitry Rogozin said on Monday 
Russia will develop a detailed 30-year plan of strengthening 
its naval forces by June 2012. 
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22. A Sign Of The Times? Russian Naval Vessel Dwarfs British Warship 
(WALES ONLINE 07 FEB 12) 

Images of a British warship dwarfed by a Russian aircraft 
carrier as it passes UK waters have been released by the Royal 
Navy. 

The destroyer HMS Liverpool sailed alongside the 
50,000-tonne Russian aircraft carrier Admiral Kuznetsov as it 
made its way north. 

The Portsmouth-based Type 42 warship was acting as 
fleet escort as it followed a carrier-led Russian task group 
from the Channel off south-west England to the seas off south-
west Ireland. 

The task group of two warships and five support ships 
were making their way home to the northern and Baltic fleets 
of the Russian navy. 

HMS Liverpool’s commanding officer, Commander Colin 
Williams, said: “As an island nation, it is essential for the UK 
to maintain a military presence in our waters. 

“HMS Liverpool is well-placed to carry out this duty after 
her extremely successful Operation Ellamy and Nato 
contributions off Libya last year.” 

In December, the Portsmouth-based destroyer HMS York 
was sent to shadow the Kuznetsov group as it sailed south 
from Russia – the closest that a Russian naval task group had 
been to the United Kingdom in 20 years. 

A Royal Navy spokesman said: “Liverpool is due to 
decommission at the end of March but has already gone 
through a maintenance period in Portsmouth and a visit to 
London, where thousands of members of the public stepped 
aboard. 

“On leaving London she was activated as Fleet Ready 
Escort. 

“When her escort duty finishes, HMS Liverpool will 
conduct training exercises in the UK and Norway, before a 
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final visit to her home town of Liverpool. She decommissions on March 30 in Portsmouth.” 
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23. Argentina's President Will Complain To UN About Warship 
(THE INDEPENDENT (UK) 08 FEB 12) 

Argentina is to make a formal complaint to the United 
Nations Security Council after accusing Britain of 
"militarising" their long dispute over the Falkland Islands. 

Argentina is continuing to demand that Britain gives up 
control of the disputed archipelago with tensions between the 
two countries growing in recent weeks. 

Speaking to an audience including Falkland war veterans 
and other politicians at Argentina's presidential residence last 
night, Ms Kirchner said: "I have instructed our chancellor to 
present formally to the Security Council of the United Nations 
and before the General Assembly of the United Nations this 
militarisation of the South Atlantic which implies a great risk 
for international security." 

Tensions between London and Buenos Aires have been 
rising in the run-up to the 30th anniversary of the war for the 
islands. 

Last week Prince William began a six-week posting in the 
region in his role as an RAF search and rescue pilot. 

It came after the Government confirmed it was sending 
one of its newest destroyers, HMS Dauntless, to the South 
Atlantic, off the Falklands. 

The Type 45 destroyer is due to set sail for the region on 
her maiden mission in the coming months to replace frigate 
HMS Montrose. 

In her speech, Ms Kirchner said it was difficult to see how 
"the sending of an immense and modern destroyer 
accompanied by the Royal heir who we would have liked to 
see in civilian clothes and not in military uniform" was not a 
show of purposeful military strength by the UK. 

She said Argentina would be opposing "this militarisation 
of the South Atlantic" because it was a region where "peace 
reigns.” 

Ms Kirchner added: "We are people who have suffered 
too much violence in our country. We are not attracted to 
armed games, or wars, on the contrary. "No land, no place can 
be a spoil of war. We do not believe in the spoils of war." 

She made clear her view that the British are occupying the 
Falklands, saying: "It is an anachronism that in the 21st 
Century that there are still colonies: there are only 16 cases (of 
colonisation) in the whole world, 10 of them are English." 

Towards the end of her speech she made a direct plea to 
Prime Minister David Cameron, saying: "I want to simply ask 
the English (sic) Prime Minister that he gives peace a chance, 
that some time he gives peace a chance." 

William Hague has said the deployments of HMS 
Dauntless and Prince William are "entirely routine" and that 
commemorations would go ahead to mark the 30-year 
anniversary of the conflict. 

He also accused Argentina of attempting to "raise the 
diplomatic temperature" on the Falklands issue. 

It has also been reported that The Royal Navy is sending a 
nuclear submarine to the region to protect the islands from 
Argentine military action. This has not been confirmed by the 
Ministry of Defence. 

Britain has held the Falkland Islands, known in Argentina 
as Las Malvinas, since 1833. 
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24. Ability Of U.K. To Conduct A Future Libya-Style Campaign Questioned 
(DEFENSE NEWS 07 FEB 12) ... Andrew Chuter 

LONDON — A parliamentary defense committee has 
questioned if Britain will still have the ability to conduct 
future operations on the scale of the Libya campaign after the 
strategic defense and security review has been fully 
implemented. 

A report due to be published by the committee Feb. 8 on 
last year’s operations against Col. Moammar Gadhifi’s regime 
said that although the U.K. was able to satisfy requirements 
for the Libyan operation and other commitments, the 
government needed to urgently review the ability of its armed 
forces to conduct concurrent threats. 

“The Libyan operation raises important questions as to the 
extent of the U.K. national contingent capability. The 
government needs to review our capacity to respond to 
concurrent threats,” said the report. 

Once the defense review has been fully implemented with 
capability and personnel cuts, the government will need to 
make difficult decisions on prioritization if it embarks on 
missions similar to Libya, the parliamentarians warned. 

James Arbuthnot, the committee chairman, said in a 
statement that the “real test is whether the success of this 
mission was a one-off or whether the lessons it has highlighted 
mean that future such missions can be successfully undertaken 

whilst maintaining the U.K.’s capability to protect its interests 
elsewhere.” 

The report comes as a war of words with Argentina over 
ownership of the Falklands continues to warm up. 

Senior British ex-military officers claim Britain could not 
mount an operation to recover the islands if they were 
captured again. The warning comes as Britain is preparing to 
exit combat troops from Afghanistan. 

Royal Navy frigate and destroyer numbers have already 
been cut to the point that the Navy has to reduce important 
tasks, such as counter-drug operations and fleet-ready escort 
operations, during the Libyan mission. said the report. 

The Type 22 frigate, HMS Cumberland, which rescued 
civilians from Benghazi and then helped enforce the arms 
embargo, was scheduled to be decommissioned early under 
the defense review when it was diverted to take part in the 
operation. 

The committee said that with the continued high level of 
maritime commitments, more risk-taking would be necessary. 

Other highlights in the report include: 

 A demand that the MoD tell the committee whether it 
still intends to cut the highly valued Sentinel 
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battlefield surveillance aircraft from its ISTAR assets 
on completion of the Afghanistan campaign. 

 Urging NATO to look at its over-reliance on the U.S. 
for assets such as unmanned aircraft, intelligence and 
air tanking assets, particularly as Washington’s focus 
moves to the Pacific. 

 In the wake of reports about shortages of munitions, 
encouraging the government to outline its 

contingency measures and whether it has plans to 
review them. 

 A call for the government to give a much higher 
priority to developing ISTAR capabilities in advance 
of the next defense review, scheduled for 2015. 
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25. Shortage Of Skilled Engineers Could Cripple U.K Industry 
(DEFENSE NEWS 07 FEB 12) ... Andrew Chuter 

LONDON — Britain’s defense and aerospace industry is 
in danger of being “choked” by shortages of skilled engineers, 
insufficient research spending and the failure to adopt a clear 
national strategy, according to the new president of the 
country’s leading trade organization, ADS. 

“We don’t have a clear proactive national strategy, with 
clearly appointed champions to drive it. … Every 1 pound we 
spend on research and development, France spends 10 euros 
and Germany 15 euros. … There are only 1,200 full-time 
aerospace engineering university degree places for U.K. 
students this year,” Robin Southwell, the EADS U.K. chief 
executive and ADS president, told an audience of government 
ministers and senior industrialists at a London dinner. 

Under threat was Britain’s most important industrial 
sector, an industry that supports more than 1 million skilled 
jobs in the U.K and generates across aerospace, defense, 

security and space exports to the tune of 22 billion pounds 
($34,7 billion), said Southwell. 

One of the biggest issues, said the EADS U.K. boss, was 
the “absence of the kind of easy partnership with the 
government that will encourage job creation, generate 
economic growth and enhance our sovereign independence,” 
he said. 

“The government should be right alongside us reducing 
the skills gap, investing in research and development, and 
committing to a true partnership,” he said. 

The Conservative-led coalition government did roll out a 
new industrial defense, security and technology policy last 
week but it stopped well short of mapping out a strategy for 
the sector. 

“I note that our competitors do enjoy joined up aerospace 
and defense strategies and if we don’t then by default we will 
adopt theirs,” said Southwell. 
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PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
26. Reserve Mobilizations Continue Steep Drop 
Top Officer: 2013 Figure Will Be About Half Of 2010 Peak 
(NAVY TIMES 13 FEB 12) ... Joshua Stewart 

This time next year, fewer reservists will be mobilized 
than any time since February 2005. 

Vice Adm. Dirk Debbink, Navy Reserve chief, said that 
over the next 12 months, the number of mobilized reservists 
will drop to approximately 3,800, down from the 4,410 
mobilized as of Jan. 31 and 5,587 at the end of January 2011. 

It’s the continuation of a decline that began in August 
2010, when there were 7,008 mobilized reservists, one of the 
highest totals going back to at least September 2003. 

The upcoming drop is due to reductions in overseas 
contingency operations funding, the budget that paid for the 
now-complete operations in Iraq and the waning combat 
operations in Afghanistan, Debbink said Jan. 31 in an 
interview at the Reserve Officers Association’s security 
symposium in Washington. 

The cuts will mostly affect individual augmentees, 
roughly half of whom are reservists. He did not, however, say 
what types of work will be in less demand. 

For reservists who want to get on active duty, the cuts 
mean fewer opportunities to put on a uniform every day; 70 
percent to 90 percent of mobilized Sailors volunteered for the 
assignment. 

“The demand from our Sailors is high,” Debbink said. He 
said he thinks most reservists want to be mobilized primarily 
because they find value in their work, rather than because they 
think mobilization is a better job option than their choices in 
the civilian economy. 

The expected drop in mobilized reservists comes as the 
Navy plans to make adjustments to how individual augmentee 
positions are filled. At a conference in mid-January, Vice 
Chief of Naval Operations Adm. Mark Ferguson said that the 
number of IA positions will drop in the next year. 

As of Feb. 3, there were 6,135 IAs, 2,915 of whom were 
reservists. 

Furthermore, Ferguson said the Navy plans to rely on 
reservists to fill every IA billet by 2013. He did not say how 
many billets will be available. 

Return to Index 
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27. Officials: Women Can Suffer Same Deployment Ills As Men 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 07 FEB 12) ... Terri Moon Cronk 

WASHINGTON – It once was thought that 
servicewomen neither were exposed to the same combat 
situations as men nor developed the same psychological 
injuries. But officials now recognize otherwise. 

“With the type of combat we’re in now, … it’s probably 
the only place where men and women really are equal,” 
therapist Jeanine Aversa says in “The Long Road Home,” this 
month’s installment of the Pentagon Channel series “Recon.” 

The segment made its debuted on the Pentagon Channel 
yesterday and will run through February. Officials estimate 
that the percentage of women in the military has doubled in 
the past 30 years. But that increase, the “Recon” segment 
noted, has come with a rise in problems such as homelessness, 
drug addiction and post-traumatic stress disorder among 
female veterans. 

The Defense and Veterans Affairs departments work 
together to address service members’ physical, mental and 
emotional injuries, including those of women, so officials say 
it’s now easier for female veterans to ask for help. 

Kate McGraw, acting deputy director for the 
psychological health, clinical standards of care at the Defense 
Centers for Excellence for Psychological Health and 
Traumatic Brain Injury at the Walter Reed National Military 
Medical Center in Bethesda, Md., said a “huge influx” of 
congressional funding and Defense Department support on the 
issues facing female veterans have helped address 
psychological health and traumatic brain injury. 

“Because there are more people deploying and the 
frequency has increased over time,” McGraw said, “we’re also 
seeing an increase in support for the effects of deployment.” 

Focus groups, growing numbers of support groups and a 
mental health anti-stigma campaign are part of the DOD and 
VA support for female veterans, she said. 

Battling the stigma of seeking mental health counseling 
also has remained a concern among military leaders, McGraw 
noted. Some service members don’t seek help, she explained, 
because they believe doing so could hurt their careers. 

“The fears don’t necessarily have a basis,” she said. “So 
this is an attempt to try to de-stigmatize those fears.” 

Peculiar to women is an apparent higher rate of “co-
occurrence” of PTSD and depression when compared with 
men after returning from deployment, McGraw said. And 
other behaviors also can play a part in women’s lives, she said. 

“Women tend to have a higher incidence of binge 
drinking … and a higher incidence of eating disorder behavior 
… as compared to males,” McGraw said, citing recent 
literature on studies conducted during the past five years. 

Women made up only seven-tenths of 1 percent of the 
military when now-retired Air Force Brig. Gen. Wilma 
Vaught entered service in 1957. Although her active-duty 
experience was nothing like what today’s women service 
members have undergone in Iraq and in Afghanistan, she said, 
she emphasized that many more doors are open to women in 
the military now than before. 

“But that progress has come with a price,” she said. 
Veteran Jen Crane knows about that price. She began to 

have panic attacks while searching for work after she left the 
military. She couldn’t continue her military job as a paralegal 

in the civilian sector, so she took a bartending job. There, she 
was introduced to cocaine. She said it brought her anxiety 
down and made her social. 

Eventually, however, Crane’s penchant for drugs nearly 
cost her everything. 

“Because I was using, [I was told to] get help. I was a 
soldier, a warrior. I can handle anything,” she said she 
believed. “I felt like a monster.” 

Crane turned to prostitution to support her drug habit, and 
became homeless and broke. As her situation spiraled 
downward, she decided to take her life. 

“I was going to do it with drugs, because it was going to 
be slow and painful. That’s what I felt like I deserved,” she 
said. But before she could act on her plan, police arrested her 
for drug possession. 

Crane went to court, and began receiving counseling from 
Aversa. With support from her therapist, the courts and her 
family, today she is married, has a child and is the national 
spokeswoman for a nonprofit organization, traveling around 
the country to tell her story. 

Experiences like Crane’s are helping to change the care 
female veterans receive. “We’re undergoing a culture change 
within the Department of Veterans Affairs,” Patricia Hayes, 
the VA’s chief consultant on women’s health, told “Recon.” 

VA estimates that 6,500 female veterans are homeless and 
live on the nation’s streets -- double the number from 10 years 
ago. VA also reported that one in five women veterans 
reported military sexual trauma during their military service, 
and the number of women with PTSD is increasing. 

The wartime roles for servicewomen have changed 
because of their exposure to combat today,” Hayes said. 
Women were close to bombings in Vietnam, but not like in 
Iraq and Afghanistan, she said, which have involved carrying 
an M-16 rifle and being alert for roadside bombs. 

Women need time to adjust after returning home, Hayes 
said. 

“They need time to work through [what] they’ve been 
exposed to,” she added. “A lot of women say they’re thrust 
right back into family life. They tell us, ‘The laundry is piled 
up.’” 

McGraw outlined signs that someone is struggling with 
readjustment issues. She cited symptoms such as the inability 
to get a good quality sleep, nightmares, or the feeling of 
reliving events from a deployment when awake, disturbing 
dreams about deployment events, changes in mood, irritability 
feeling increasingly on edge or keyed up, or getting startled 
easily. 

Veteran Genevieve Chase, who suffered a traumatic head 
injury after the vehicle she was riding in exploded, said told 
“Recon” that in spite of the struggles women try to overcome, 
their patriotism remains intact. 

“Even the women who are trying to get on their feet or 
have been struggling through military sexual trauma, 
substance abuse, suicide or any major issue, … when they 
come home, every single one of them is still proud of their 
service,” Chase said. 

The Pentagon Channel’s “Recon” series is a monthly, 30-
minute broadcast that provides an in-depth look at operations, 
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missions, military events, history and other subjects 
highlighting the accomplishments of U.S. military men and 

women. All “Recon” programs are posted on the Pentagon 
Channel’s website. 
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28. DoD Launches Pay Calculator For Wounded Troops 
(NAVY TIMES 07 FEB 12) ... Patricia Kime 

The Defense Department has launched a new website for 
wounded service members and families to calculate their 
Special Compensation for Assistance with Activities of Daily 
Living, or SCAADL, pay. 

Similar to the Pentagon’s Basic Allowance for Housing 
calculator, the site allows troops to input their ZIP code and 
level of care they receive to retrieve a monthly payment 
amount. 

SCAADL is special pay for wounded ill and injured 
soldiers who need help from a caregiver for non-medical 
support, such as driving to medical appointments and running 

errands or full-time assistance with personal hygiene, meal 
preparation and more. 

The pay is not automatic; troops or their family members 
must apply. The aim of SCAADL is to offset the loss of 
income a primary caregiver may experience if he or she can’t 
work as a result of the demands of caring for a sick or injured 
service member. 

SCAADL is based on geographic location and the needs 
of the service member. It requires recertification every 180 
days, after a change in medical condition or after a move. 

It is paid to the service member, not the caregiver. 
View Website 
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29. Survey Seeks To Rank Pay Vs. Benefits 
(NAVY TIMES 13 FEB 12) ... Rick Maze 

A new survey is asking service members about what 
tradeoffs in military benefits they would be willing to make, 
such as whether a 15 percent hike in basic pay now would 
make up for reduced retirement benefits later. 

The Center for Strategic and Budgetary Assessments, a 
nonpartisan, independent think tank, has fielded the survey 
with the intent of influencing an ongoing debate over reform 
of military pay and benefits that the Defense Department 
hopes to impose within two years. 

The survey is available at www.csbamilsurvey.org. 
Anyone can take it, and all responses are anonymous. 

Todd Harrison, the think tank’s senior fellow for defense 
budget studies, said the survey aims to show which benefits 
should be protected and which could be reduced by asking 
people to compare the importance of different elements of the 
military compensation package. 

A key theme is whether increasing basic pay or providing 
extra pay for performance would offset the negative reaction 
to changes in military retired pay or health care benefits. 

One question asks service members which they would 
prefer: $3,000 in additional annual pay now or Tricare for Life 
health benefits — which cost the Defense Department an 
average of $5,500 a year — when they turn 65. Other 
questions broach the possibility of charging fees for the health 
care of active-duty family members. The survey also asks 

whether troops would be willing to wait until age 60 or longer 
before starting to draw military retirement checks. 

The survey is “a way for service members to have their 
voice heard and tell us what is most important to them,” 
Harrison said. “The question we are trying to answer is, where 
are the red lines you do not want to cross?” Little work has 
been done to rank benefits by priority, which means little is 
known about how benefits changes might affect recruiting and 
retention. 

“There has been a lot of talk about cutting retirement pay, 
closing commissaries, raising health care fees,” Harrison said. 
“The assumption is that these things aren’t important to the 
troops and can be cut without much impact on the force. The 
truth is, we don’t know what the impact of these things would 
be on the force.” One major veterans group opposes the 
survey. Veterans of Foreign Wars is “insulted” that service 
members and veterans would “be asked to put their heads in a 
noose by tacitly admitting cuts to their earned benefits are 
somehow acceptable,” said Raymond Kelley, the group’s 
legislative director. 

VFW, the nation’s largest group for combat veterans, is 
discouraging its members from taking the survey. 

“VFW does not accept the notion that cuts to personnel 
programs and benefits are the only viable solution,” Kelley 
said. 
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30. Officer Force Management Efforts Lead to Smaller FY13 SER Board 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 07 FEB 12) ... Chief of Naval Personnel Public Affairs 

WASHINGTON -- The Navy's past successful efforts to 
balance the officer corps resulted in the need to conduct a 
selective early retirement (SER) board for only two 
communities in the restricted line and staff corps this year as 
announced in NAVADMIN 048/12, Feb 7. 

Because of the force management efforts used over the 
past few years, the unrestricted line, and most of the restricted 
line and staff corps officers communities are within their 
manpower requirements at the senior levels. 

Due to high retention and low attrition, the 
Oceanographer and Supply Corps officer communities are 
over their requirements at senior ranks. The Navy does not 
plan to conduct any further SER boards for the officer 
communities for fiscal year 2013. 

The restricted line and staff corps communities, in 
Oceanography (1800 designator) and Supply Corps (3100 
designator) will be part of the fiscal year 13 SER Board 
conducted in July 2012. This board will help ensure balance of 
these two communities and bring the number of O-5s and O-



 22

6s in line with the number authorized to meet the manpower 
requirement. This action is required because of the high 
retention rates for active Oceanography/Supply O-5 and 
Oceanography O-6 officers. 

Current projections indicate the SER board will select for 
early retirement approximately two captains and three 
commanders from the Oceanography community and 14 
Supply Corps commanders. These numbers may be adjusted 
based on the number of voluntary retirement requests received 
prior to the board. 

The SER board will consider the records of all active duty 
restricted line (Oceanography) captains, with at least four 
years time in grade as of July 1, 2012 and whose names are 
not on a list of officers recommended for promotion. In 
addition, Oceanography and Supply Corps commanders who 
have twice failed for promotion to O-6 and whose names are 
not on a list of officers recommended for promotion will be 
reviewed by the board. 

Officers who wish to be exempted from consideration by 
the SER board may submit a voluntary retirement request no 
later than May 25, 2012, with a requested retirement date of 
Sept. 1, 2013, or earlier. Once the voluntary retirement request 
is approved, the officer will be removed from consideration by 
the board. For those officers selected for early retirement, they 
must, by law, retire no later than the first day of the seventh 
month following Secretary of the Navy approval of the board 
recommendations. The target date for this approval is Sept. 1, 
2012. 

A separate NAVADMIN identifying the senior and junior 
in zone officers eligible will be released 30 days prior to the 
convening of the July 2012 SER board. Unrestricted line 
officers will not be considered by this board. Future use of 
SER boards will be evaluated annually, by grade and 
community. 
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31. USS Nimitz Sailor Killed Outside Seattle Nightclub 
(KITSAP (WA) SUN 07 FEB 12) ... Ed Friedrich 

SEATTLE — Police are searching for the person who 
shot and killed a USS Nimitz Sailor early Sunday in Seattle, 
the Navy announced Tuesday. 

Petty Officer 3rd Class Gregory W. Anderson Jr. was shot 
around 1:30 a.m. after leaving a First Avenue nightclub. Two 
other men in their 20s were injured when a fight broke out as 
people walked from the nightclub to their cars, according to 
Seattle Police. It's not known whether the two injured men are 
also Sailors. 

Anderson, 25, was shot in the torso and taken to 
Harborview Medical Center, where he died Sunday evening. 
The other two men suffered cuts and bruises to their heads 
from being assaulted. One was treated at Harborview, the 
other treated and released at the scene. 

It was the second tragedy in two weeks for the aircraft 
carrier crew, which is wrapping up a yearlong maintenance 
period in Bremerton. Lt. Cmdr. Regina Mills, 44, was killed in 
a collision Jan. 24 along Highway 16 near Gig Harbor. 

Mills, the Navy's first and only female aircraft handling 
officer, had pulled onto the shoulder to help a woman who lost 
control of her motorcycle on black ice and laid it down in the 
roadway. Mills, the motorcyclist and a state trooper were 

standing on the shoulder when a pickup truck lost control and 
knocked vehicles from the earlier accident into them. 

Anderson, of Fresno, Texas, joined the Navy on March 
19, 2009, and graduated from Aviation Ordnanceman "A" 
School in August 2009. He reported on board the Nimitz on 
Oct. 11, 2009. He served as a member of the magazine crew 
responsible for stowage, upkeep, assembly and disassembly of 
conventional ordnance. For the past 11 months, while the ship 
has been in Bremerton, he was assigned to the in-port security 
force. 

Anderson leaves behind a wife and two children. 
"We are shocked and saddened by the death of Petty 

Officer Anderson," said Capt. Paul Monger, Nimitz 
commanding officer. "Our thoughts and prayers are with his 
friends and family." 

Police said investigating officers and detectives had a 
difficult time figuring out what happened because witnesses 
were "less than forthcoming" with information. No suspect 
information is available. Anyone with information is asked to 
call (206) 684-5550. 

A memorial is being planned. 
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FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
32. P-8A Makes Debut In Bold Alligator Exercise 
(NAVY TIMES 07 FEB 12) ... Christopher P. Cavas 

Swooping low over the aircraft carrier Enterprise, the 
Navy’s newest jet looks every bit a war craft, with little to 
belie its commercial airliner lineage or current test missions. 

The P-8A Poseidon maritime multi-mission aircraft 
apparently made its first appearance in an operational, fleet 
exercise Feb. 3 when it began flying sorties in support of 
Exercise Bold Alligator, the largest amphibious exercise in a 
decade, now taking place along the coasts of Virginia and 
North Carolina. 

The P-8A flew 20 missions in support of the Enterprise 
and its strike group, and another 14 sorties operating with the 

amphibious strike group and Marine expeditionary forces, 
according to U.S. Fleet Forces Command in Norfolk, Va. 

That’s a departure from the extensive P-8A flight test 
programs being flown by Air Test and Evaluation Squadrons 1 
and 20 (VX-1 and VX-20) from Naval Air Station Patuxent 
River, Md. 

Sporting a spiffy sinking submarine logo on its tail, the 
VX-1 P-8A photographed from the Enterprise is known as “T-
6,” the last of six test and evaluation aircraft delivered to the 
Navy by Boeing. It was accepted by the Navy and arrived at 
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Pax River on Jan. 17, said LaToya Graddy, a spokesperson for 
Naval Air Systems Command. 

The aircraft also will be used in upcoming operational test 
exercises set to begin this summer, she added. 

The P-8 is under development by the Navy to replace the 
venerable, turbo-prop P-3 Orion. 
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33. Pentagon Oil Spending May Snarl Efforts To Trim $490 Billion 
(BLOOMBERG GOVERNMENT 08 FEB 12) ... Danielle Ivory 

The U.S. military’s appetite for oil may snarl efforts to 
pare defense spending by about $490 billion in the next 
decade. 

The Pentagon, the world’s largest consumer of energy, 
spent $17.3 billion on petroleum in fiscal 2011, a 26 percent 
increase from $13.7 billion the previous year, according to 
Department of Defense data provided to Bloomberg 
Government. 

World oil prices will average an estimated $145 a barrel 
in 2035 in 2010 dollars, up from between roughly $85 and 
$110, according to Energy Department statistics. Such an 
increase might force the military to dedicate more of its 
budget to fuel while still trying to cut total spending, said 
Russell Rumbaugh, a defense budget analyst. 

“The oil prices will further exacerbate the defense 
spending cap,” said Rumbaugh, a co-director of the Stimson 
Center’s program on budgeting for foreign affairs and defense 
in Washington. “They’ll be in competition with other defense 
priorities, including procurement and paying soldiers.” 

Rising oil prices accounted for the bulk of the Defense 
Department’s increased petroleum costs last year. The 
spending was the highest since at least fiscal 2005, the last 
year for which comparable data is available, according to the 
Pentagon. The costs represent about 2.5 percent of the 
department’s budget in fiscal 2011, which ended Sept. 30. 

BP Plc, Europe’s second-largest oil company, was the top 
supplier of fuel to the Pentagon last year. The London 
company had defense contracts valued at $1.35 billion. The 
No. 2 supplier was Valero Energy Corp. of San Antonio, with 
$905 million. 

The physical amount of petroleum purchased by the 
military rose 0.4 percent to about 117.0 million barrels from 
about 116.5 million barrels the previous year. That equates to 
an average price of about $148 a barrel in fiscal 2011 and 
about $118 a barrel in fiscal 2010. 

“This is obviously at a time when the military is already 
making budget cuts,” Phil Flynn, an analyst at PFGBest in 
Chicago, said in an interview. “You’re asking the military to 
do more with less, and higher fuel costs are going to make that 
more difficult.” 

In a budget proposal presented last month, Defense 
Secretary Leon Panetta said the department would try to cut 
$487 billion, or 8.5 percent, from the $5.62 trillion in spending 
that had been planned for 2012 to 2021. 

Flynn said it was encouraging that the amount of 
petroleum purchased by the Defense Department didn’t rise 
materially last year. 

“The growth was not significant,” he said. “Remember 
they were fighting two wars. They were fighting in Iraq and 
Afghanistan and, of course, we have troops all over the world. 
As we see a reduction in these troop levels, one would hope 
the demand would drop naturally.” 

The military’s petroleum consumption is tied to its 
operations, Lieutenant Colonel Melinda Morgan, a Pentagon 
spokeswoman, said in an e-mail. 

“The department’s efforts to improve our energy use are 
focused on increased military capabilities and effectiveness, 
not solely decreasing consumption through arbitrary targets at 
an enterprise level,” she said. 

Average crude oil prices rose 19 percent to $95.11 a 
barrel on the New York Mercantile Exchange last year. Brent 
crude, the European benchmark, climbed 38 percent to an 
average of $110.91 a barrel on the London-based ICE Futures 
Europe exchange. 

Oil for March delivery rose $1.50 to settle at $98.41 a 
barrel in New York yesterday. 

The Pentagon’s petroleum costs, mainly for jet fuel and 
diesel products, have tracked more closely with Brent crude 
prices because some of the petroleum is imported at European 
prices, said Tim Evans, an energy analyst at Citi Futures 
Perspective in New York. 

While the Pentagon has been looking for other energy 
sources to reduce its vulnerability to petroleum prices, its 
spending for alternative fuels is dwarfed by the outlay for oil. 

The military spent $21.6 million on alternative fuels, 
including biodiesel and fuel ethanol, last fiscal year, up 36 
percent from $15.9 million in fiscal 2010. The Pentagon also 
is looking at animal fats, algae and seed oils. 

“They are addicted to oil,” William Hartung, an analyst at 
the Center for International Policy, a Washington-based non- 
profit research group, said in an interview. There’s also a 
“substantial price premium” to move to alternatives, he said. 

The Navy in December signed a $12 million contract to 
buy 450,000 gallons of fuel made from algae and used 
cooking oil. It was the largest biofuel purchase in U.S. 
government history, according to the Navy. 

The Navy wants to derive 50 percent of its total energy 
from alternative sources by 2020, according to an agency 
website. The Air Force hopes by 2016 to get half of the fuel it 
uses for domestic flights from alternative sources. 

The Defense Logistics Agency buys petroleum for the 
Defense Department. It then transfers or “sells” the fuel to 
military services at a price negotiated in advance, according to 
a 2009 Congressional Research Service report. This allows the 
Pentagon to take advantage of discounts for bulk purchases 
and usually provides the services with a stable price for that 
fiscal year, according to the report. 

Even so, this doesn’t shield the Defense Logistics Agency 
from oil price fluctuations, retired Air Force General Charles 
Wald, a director at New York-based Deloitte Services LP, said 
in an interview. 

“It still pays the market price for oil,” said Wald, co- 
author of a 2009 Deloitte study on energy security and leader 
of the company’s Department of Defense practice. 
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The military pays for fuel from its operations and 
maintenance budget. If oil prices are higher than expected, the 
military may account for the increase by first cutting items 
within that budget, the Stimson Center’s Rumbaugh said. 
Those reductions might include limiting training hours for 
pilots or turning off the lights in gyms for a few extra hours 
each night, he said. 

“There is a policy choice hidden behind those gas prices,” 
Rumbaugh said. “What’s more important to us -- having guys 
who are trained up or having stuff to use? If these fuel prices 

rise, we, as Americans, are going to face that choice more and 
more clearly.” 

Defense Fuel Costs Increase 
The U.S. Defense Department spent more than $17 billion 

on petroleum in 2011. A $10 a barrel increase would add 
about $1.3 billion in fuel costs for the department, according 
to the Defense Logistics Agency. 

U.S. Defense Department fiscal year petroleum 
spending 

2009: $10.75 billion; 2010: $13.72 billion; 2011: $17.32 
billion 
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34. U.S. Navy Checks Biofuel Plant 
(MACKAY DAILY MERCURY (AUSTRALIA) 08 FEB 12) ... Andrea Davy 

U.S. Navy jets could one day be powered by biofuel 
produced at Mackay Sugar's Racecourse mill. 

The U.S. Navy has identified Mackay Sugar's biofuels 
pilot plant, run in conjunction with Queensland University of 
Technology (QUT) researchers, as one of the sources that 
might help to supply the needs of its navy's Green Fleet. 

The U.S. Navy is hoping 50% of its fleet's fuel will come 
from alternative fuel supplies by 2020. 

Its jets burn about 30 million barrels of fuel a year. 
U.S. Navy director of operational energy Chris Tindal, 

whose office is based at the Pentagon, was in Mackay 
yesterday. 

"It was one of the situations where we knew there was a 
pilot plant going on up here and... potential certainly existed... 
that's why we put Mackay on the schedule," Mr Tindal said. 

Mackay Sugar chairman of directors Andrew Cappello 
said it was good news for Mackay and for the mill. 

"The advantage for Mackay Sugar is that we are always 
interested in diversifying and it was a perfect opportunity to 
host this group. If a deal goes ahead, it will be good news for 
our shareholders," Mr Cappello said. 

The QUT Mackay Renewable Biocommodities Pilot Plant 
was opened in 2010. 

The University of Queensland Australian Institute for 
Bio-engineering and Nano-technology director, Professor 
Peter Gray, said the research and project was running 
smoothly to be one of the suppliers of the U.S. Navy's 2020 
fuel needs. 

"It's a wonderful opportunity for Australia. The first step 
is to get the sucrose (from sugar), convert it to a substrate and 
then with a minor conversion, it becomes aviation fuel," he 
said. 

The U.S. Navy is trailing biofuels in its aviation fleet. 
"For automobiles, there are a few alternatives to fuel. 
"Aviation can't do that so it has to have the same fuel that 

is in use, it just needs to come from bio sources," Mr Gray 
said. 

Member for Mackay Tim Mulherin said the city had a 
good chance of locking in the deal given Mackay's substantial 
sugar industry and ports and was "well placed" with its 
number of research institutions. 

"Queensland is a big sugar producer and now has an 
opportunity to capture the interest of the U.S. Navy with its 
biofuels technology development," Mr Mulherin said. 
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35. DOD Spokesman: Panetta Will Defend Lifting F-35 'Probation' 
(NATIONAL JOURNAL 07 FEB 12) ... Kevin Baron 

Defense Secretary Leon Panetta will defend his January 
decision to lift the “probation” on the development of the F-
35B fighter, his spokesman said on Tuesday, in response to 
strong criticism from key senators with oversight 
responsibilities over the costly plane. 

Senate Armed Services Committee Chairman Carl Levin, 
D-Mich, and Ranking Member John McCain, R-Ariz., sent 
Panetta a letter on Monday calling the secretary's decision 
“premature." 

“The secretary of course will respond to the letter from 
the Hill,” said Pentagon press secretary George Little. “We 
have confidence at the end of the day that this program will go 
into effect.” 

The senators criticized Panetta’s announcement, which 
they said was made “without prior notice to or consultation” 

with Congress and amounted to a squandered opportunity to 
pressure Lockheed Martin, the lead company in F-35 
development, to change its business practices. 

McCain and Levin said they had not received the 
Pentagon’s “specific” criteria required to lift the probation, as 
required in the National Defense Authorization Act. Instead, 
they blasted a recently received Defense Department report on 
F-35 progress as an “after-the-fact” assessment, and contend 
the Pentagon “is failing to communicate” with the oversight 
committee. The senators have asked the Government 
Accountability Office to investigate. 

“We believe that every opportunity to focus Lockheed 
Martin's attention and disrupt ‘business as usual’ in this 
mullibillion-dollar effort, as Secretary Gates' probation 
decision had done, should be maximized,” they wrote. 

Return to Index 
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36. China's Role In JSF's Spiraling Costs 
(AVIATION WEEK 07 FEB 12) ... David Fulghum, Bill Sweetman, Amy Butler 

WASHINGTON - How much of the F-35 Joint Strike 
Fighter’s spiraling cost in recent years can be traced to 
China’s cybertheft of technology and the subsequent need to 
reduce the fifth-generation aircraft’s vulnerability to detection 
and electronic attack? 

That is a central question that budget planners are asking, 
and their queries appear to have validity. Moreover, senior 
Pentagon and industry officials say other classified weapon 
programs are suffering from the same problem. Before the 
intrusions were discovered nearly three years ago, Chinese 
hackers actually sat in on what were supposed to have been 
secure, online program-progress conferences, the officials say. 

The full extent of the connection is still being assessed, 
but there is consensus that escalating costs, reduced annual 
purchases and production stretch-outs are a reflection to some 
degree of the need for redesign of critical equipment. 
Examples include specialized communications and antenna 
arrays for stealth aircraft, as well as significant rewriting of 
software to protect systems vulnerable to hacking. 

It is only recently that U.S. officials have started talking 
openly about how data losses are driving up the cost of 
military programs and creating operational vulnerabilities, 
although claims of a large impact on the Lockheed Martin JSF 
are drawing mixed responses from senior leaders. All the 
same, no one is saying there has been no impact. 

While claiming ignorance of details about effects on the 
stealth strike aircraft program, James Clapper, director of 
national intelligence, says that Internet technology has “led to 
egregious pilfering of intellectual capital and property. The F-
35 was clearly a target,” he confirms. “Clearly the attacks . . . 
whether from individuals or nation-states are a serious 
challenge and we need to do something about it.” 

The F-35 issue was ducked as well by David Shedd, 
deputy director of the Defense Intelligence Agency, but not 
the impact of cybertheft on defense spending and operational 
security. 

“I am not going to talk about the F-35,” Shedd says. “I’d 
be sitting with the secretary having a counseling session. The 
answer is absolutely yes. The leaks have hurt our efforts in 
that it gives the adversary an advantage in having insights into 
what we’re doing. It should be clear that whether there are 
leaks on the technology side or that affect preemptive 
decision-making, they are very damaging to the intelligence 
community.” 

Those closer to the program are less equivocal about the 
damage that cyberintrusions are causing the JSF program. 

“You are on to something,” says a veteran combat pilot 
with insight into both the F-35 and the intelligence 
communities. “There are both operational and schedule 
problems with the program related to the cyber data thefts. In 
addition, there are the costs of redressing weaknesses in the 
original system design and lots of software fixes.” 

The subject also was addressed during Pentagon briefings 
about President Barack Obama’s budget for 2013. 

“We are very attentive . . . to cybervulnerabilities in 
weapon systems, ours and those of others,” says Deputy 
Defense Secretary Ashton Carter. “It’s part of the modern 

world. It’s a highly computerized airplane. Like all our other 
computer systems, we have to be attentive to it.” 

In July 2011, then-Deputy Defense Secretary William 
Lynn pointed out that a foreign intelligence agency had 
victimized a major defense contractor and extracted 24,000 
files concerning a developmental system. That is important 
because a decision to redesign a compromised system depends 
on whether the lost information would help the intruder 
develop similar systems and generate methods of attack and 
defense. Some U.S. officials have pegged the costs at tens of 
billions of dollars. 

There is some empirical evidence to support this concern. 
China has made a habit in recent years of regularly rolling out 
new aircraft designs, including the J-20 stealth prototype strike 
fighter and a series of new unmanned aircraft that look like 
U.S. designs such as the Global Hawk and Sensor Craft. 

Nonetheless, the Pentagon’s ardor for the strike fighter 
has not dampened. 

“We want the airplane,” Carter declares. “We want all 
three variants. At the same time, there is the issue of cost and 
the performance of the program in this difficult time when we 
are trying to reach full-rate production. That’s still a concern. 
We’ll ride up that curve to full-rate production when it’s 
economically and managerially prudent to do it.” 

Despite the proclamation of support for the program, the 
Pentagon is expected to reduce by 179 aircraft the U.S. buy of 
F-35s through 2017 in the forthcoming fiscal 2013 defense 
spending request, according to a Reuters report. If approved 
by Congress, this would dash the hopes of Lockheed Martin to 
swiftly ramp up production and lower per-unit prices, a goal 
tied to the company’s campaign to sell the aircraft abroad. The 
Pentagon’s reasoning for slowing production is to reduce the 
impact of yet-unknown problems that could still arise from the 
flight-test program. In addition, the Block II software package 
is late. It was slated for release to the flight-testing fleet by the 
end of last year. 

An early concern about a possible avenue for hacking into 
stealth aircraft, the F-35’s Multifunction Advanced Data Link 
(MADL), is no longer suspect. It was dropped as an add-on to 
the F-22 and B-2 that would allow stealth aircraft to 
communicate without being detected. Program insiders say 
MADL was scrubbed as a “pure money issue.” MADL was 
designed for high throughput, frequency-hopping and anti-
jamming capabilities with phased-array antenna assemblies 
that send and receive tightly directed radio signals. 

The F-35 program may have been vulnerable because of 
its lengthy development. Defense analysts note that the JSF’s 
information system was not designed with cyberespionage, 
now called advanced persistent threat, in mind. Lockheed 
Martin officials now admit that subcontractors (6-8 in 2009 
alone, according to company officials) were hacked and 
“totally compromised.” In fact, the stealth fighter program 
probably has the biggest “attack surface” or points that can be 
attacked owing to the vast number of international 
subcontractors. 

There also is the issue of unintended consequences. The 
2009 hacking was apparently not aimed at the F-35 but rather 
at a classified program. However, those accidental results 
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were spectacular. Not only could intruders extract data, but 
they became invisible witnesses to online meetings and 
technical discussions, say veteran U.S. aerospace industry 
analysts. After the break-in was discovered, the classified 
program was halted and not restarted until a completely new, 
costly and cumbersome security system was in place. 

There is another view of what is affecting JSF and why. A 
former senior staffer for the U.S. Senate contends that the F-
35 program’s problems reflect diminishing interest in manned 
aircraft whose performance is limited primarily by its aircrew. 

“I think the biggest issue facing the JSF is that there has 
been a profound shift in the military’s perception of the value 

of manned aircraft compared to unmanned aircraft,” he says. 
“I’ve had long conversations with a Marine Corps forward air 
controller who has just returned from Afghanistan. He pointed 
out that an F/A-18 can be kept on call for 15 minutes, but an 
unmanned Reaper is there for eight hours. The day of the 
fighter pilot is over. There has been a seismic shift in the 
military’s value judgment of manned and unmanned aircraft.” 

However, that is a disputed analysis. 
The JSF and its mission of penetrating integrated air 

defense systems will not be threatened by unmanned aircraft 
despite cost issues, says a retired aerospace official who has 
been involved with the F-35 throughout its life. 
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BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
37. Residents Encouraged To Design USS North Dakota Crest 
(KFYR NBC BISMARCK (ND) 07 FEB 12) ... Jessica Roose 

The last time a naval ship was named after our state was 
in 1910 and after a lot of hard work and dedication we are 
finally receiving a second. Before the ship is commissioned in 
2014, crew members are asking for help creating the ships 
crest. 

Naming a Naval ship after our state wasn’t easy. 
“It took me 23 years of letters to congressmen, the 

president, our whole delegation, secretary of the 
Navy...anybody I could write to,” said Bob Wefald, USS 
North Dakota Committee Chairman. 

Finally all that hard work paid off, the secretary of the 
Navy named the SSN 784 the USS North Dakota. The ship is 
a nuclear powered submarine that can go the duration of its 
33-year lifespan without needing to re-fuel. 

“It’s really going to be remarkable, the crew’s being 
assembled right now. We’ve got a commanding officer, 
executive officer, chief of the boat, the nuclear power guys on 
board, we’re getting the whole crew assembled,” said Wefald. 

Now it’s time for North Dakotans to give their input on 
what will become a piece of the ship’s history. 

“The crest is extremely important, it allows the crew to 
relate back to the state after which the boat was named. And 
so the crest really should be an interpretation of who we are 
and what we represent,” said Dot Frank with the Bismarck-
Mandan Chamber of Commerce. 

The design can be anything you want it to be. 
“So when people submit their design ideas it’s just as 

important for them to tell us where their getting their 
inspiration from, as opposed to just the illustration itself. It’s 
the idea behind the crest and the design component that were 
really looking for,” said Frank. 

Some members of the ship’s crew have already submitted 
their ideas for what they think the crest should look like. To 
get more information or to download a template visit 
www.bismarckmandan.com/ussnorthdakota. 

All ideas need to be submitted to the Bismarck-Mandan 
Chamber of Commerce no later than March 15. 

View Clip (RT: 1:57) 
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38. Navy Medicine Facilities Continue To Gain Level 3 Medical Home Port Recognition 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 07 FEB 12)) ... Valerie A. Kremer, U.S. Navy Bureau of Medicine and Surgery Public Affairs 

WASHINGTON -- Navy Medicine announced Feb. 7 that 
15 Navy medical facilities have achieved Level 3 Patient 
Centered Medical Home status as designated by the National 
Committee for Quality Assurance in the last two months. 

Naval Health Clinic Quantico, Va., was the first across 
the entire Department of Defense to be recognized as a Level 
3 medical home facility back in December 2011. 

"Achieving Patient Centered Medical Home recognition 
from NCQA signifies that the practice provides a systematic 
use of the patient-centered, coordinated care management 
process," said Capt. Maureen Padden, director of the Navy's 
Medical Home Port Program Management Office at the Navy 
Bureau of Medicine and Surgery. "Beneficiaries who receive 
care at our recognized practices will receive comprehensive, 
well-coordinated care with reduced wait times to see their 
provider or team." 

NCQA Level 3 recognition includes nine standard 
categories as well as 10 "must pass elements." Such categories 
include access and communication; patient tracking and 

registry functions; care management; performance reporting 
and improvement; and advanced electronic communication to 
name a few. 

NCQA awards levels of recognition from the scores that 
practices achieve with Level 3 being the highest. To achieve 
Level 1 recognition, practices must successfully comply with 
at least 5 of the elements. Achieving Level 2 or 3 depends on 
overall scoring and compliance with all 10 "must pass 
elements." 

"We are proud that our clinic was the first facility out of 
the entire Department of Defense to achieve Level 3 Patient 
Centered Medical Home recognition," said Capt. Mary 
Elizabeth Neill, commanding officer, Naval Health Clinic 
Quantico, Va. "Our providers and care teams continue to 
demonstrate world-class care to their patients, which has led to 
increased patient satisfaction." 

There are an additional 38 sites that will seek Level 3 
Patient Centered Medical Home recognition in 2012, 
according to Padden. These sites include: Family Practice 
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Clinic in Rota, Spain; Family Medicine Clinic at Camp 
Lejeune, N.C.; Family Practice Clinic at Camp Pendleton, 
Calif.; and Family Practice Clinic in Oak Harbor, Wash. 

"To apply for the designation, facilities complete a self 
survey indicating the level they feel they can achieve to their 
area of responsibility regional lead," said Padden. "The facility 
name is then sent to the BUMED Medical Home Port office 
who determines if they are ready to seek recognition based on 
the self assessment and observations during site visits by the 
BUMED team." 

The NCQA is a private, 501(c)(3) not-for-profit 
organization dedicated to improving health care quality. Since 

its founding in 1900, NCQA has been a central figure in 
driving improvement throughout the health care system, 
helping to elevate the issue of health care quality to the top of 
the national agenda. 

Navy Medicine is a global health care network of 63,000 
Navy medical personnel around the world who provide high 
quality health care to more than 1 million eligible 
beneficiaries. Navy Medicine personnel deploy with Sailors 
and Marines worldwide, providing critical mission support 
aboard ship, in the air, under the sea and on the battlefield. 
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39. U.S., Japan To Announce Troop Relocation Plan 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 08 FEB 12) ... Sachiko Sakamaki and Takashi Hirokawa 

The U.S. and Japan will agree to move thousands of 
Marines to Guam from Okinawa as the Obama administration 
cuts costs and bypasses a stalled base relocation agreement 
that has frayed bilateral ties. 

“We are preparing to announce the realignment plan of 
U.S. troops in our country today,” Foreign Minister Koichiro 
Gemba said in parliament. “We intend to reduce the burden on 
Okinawa quickly,” he said, adding that details will take 
months to work out. 

President Barack Obama will send about 4,500 Marines 
stationed in Japan to Guam as he curtails a plan costing as 
much as $21.1 billion to expand the military’s presence on the 
island in the west Pacific Ocean, according to people familiar 
with the matter. The U.S. will rotate an additional 4,000 troops 
through Australia, the Philippines and Hawaii, according to 
the people, who asked not to be identified before the 
announcement. 

The realignment separates the troop shift from an 
agreement to relocate the Marine Corps Air Station Futenma 
on Okinawa to another part of the island that has stalled over 
local objections. Okinawans have repeatedly called for the 
facility to be moved elsewhere, citing crime, noise and 
pollution, and the issue contributed to the 2010 resignation of 
Prime Minister Yukio Hatoyama after he submitted to U.S. 
pressure to confirm the deal. 

“Futenma is virtually impossible to move, and the U.S. 
must evolve its military posture without waiting for Japan,” 
said Kunihiko Miyake, a former Japanese diplomat and now 
director of research at the Canon Institute for Global Studies 
in Tokyo. 

Obama is realigning Asia-Pacific forces as his 
administration moves to blunt China’s expanding influence in 

an area that accounts for half the world’s economy. At the 
same time, the Pentagon is seeking to cut about $490 billion 
from projected spending over a decade. 

As part of a 2006 agreement with Japan, 8,000 Marines 
and 9,000 dependents were to be transferred from Okinawa 
almost 1,500 miles south to Guam by 2014. Japan pays about 
188 billion yen ($2.4 billion) a year to host 38,000 American 
military personnel and 43,000 dependents as part of a 52-year 
security treaty. More than 75 percent of the bases are on 
Okinawa, about 950 miles south of Tokyo. 

Prime Minister Yoshihiko Noda, Japan’s sixth leader in 
five years, hasn’t been any more successful than his 
predecessors in persuading Okinawa residents to accept the 
base transfer. He was forced to replace his defense minister 
after a ministry official was fired for comparing the relocation 
to rape, recalling a 1995 incident in which three American 
soldiers sexually assaulted an Okinawan schoolgirl. 

Last May, Democratic Senators Carl Levin of Michigan 
and Jim Webb of Virginia joined Republican Senator John 
McCain of Arizona in calling on the Defense Department to 
save money by reducing the Marine Corps expansion on 
Guam. 

U.S. troops will be stationed in northern Australia under a 
plan that Obama and Prime Minister Julia Gillard announced 
in November. The U.S. and the Philippines last month agreed 
to “deepen and broaden” maritime security cooperation as 
Philippine officials seek closer ties to deter China from 
operating in disputed waters in the South China Sea. 

“The U.S. is shifting its projection of power to the Pacific 
region amid China’s rise,” said Tomohiko Taniguchi, a former 
Foreign Ministry official and a visiting professor at Keio 
University in Tokyo. 
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40. Unpredictable Financial Burden Relating To USFJ Relocation 
(ASAHI SHIMBUN 07 FEB 12) 

TOKYO - The review of U.S. Forces Japan (USFJ) 
realignment plans is certain to affect Japan’s share of the 
financial burden. Japan is poised to demand a reduction in the 
financial share with the reduction of the number of U.S. 
Marines to be moved to Guam. However, new U.S. demands 
may result in an increase in cost. What will happen to the $6 
billion that Japan pledged under the 2006 agreement? This 
will be a major issue in the review talks. 

A senior government official expressed hope on February 
6 that the downsizing of the Marines to be relocated to Guam 
will enable Japan to reduce its financial share. He said: “Since 
8,000 troops are now down to fewer than 5,000, Japan’s share 
could be reduced to 70% or 60%” 

Following are the U.S. military facilities in Guam the 
construction cost of which Japan is supposed to pay for: a base 
headquarters building in the Finegayan area (6.2 billion yen), a 
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clinic in the Apra area (9 billion yen), and a force command 
headquarters building (2.3 billion yen). 

The two governments agreed under the USFJ realignment 
road map in 2006 that around 8,000 U.S. Marines in Okinawa, 
along with 9,000 dependents, will be relocated to Guam. The 
Japanese side made a commitment to shoulder part of the 
expenses for U.S. military facilities in Guam in exchange for 
the U.S.’s efforts to “reduce Okinawa’s base-hosting burden.” 

Of the total relocation cost of $10.27 billion, Japan agreed 
to shoulder $6.09 billion, including $2.8 billion to be paid out 
by the government. Based on the Guam Agreement of 
February 2009, which sets the upper limit of Japan’s cost 
sharing, Japan paid the U.S. around 34.6 billion yen in 
FY2009 and around 46.8 billion yen in FY2010. 

However, if the Japan-U.S. agreement itself is revised, the 
cost sharing will naturally change. A government source made 
the following point: “The agreement was signed in the first 
place on the premise of relocating 8,000 troops, for which 
Japan is paying $2.8 billion. Since the situation on the U.S. 
side has changed (due to its fiscal difficulties), is it right for 
Japan to still pay the same amount?” 

Japan intends to include a review of the Guam Agreement 
and the reduction of Japan’s financial burden in the agenda of 
the bilateral talks. However, government officials are also 
anxious about how successfully Japan can steer the 
discussions. One senior official said: “Will the overall cost be 
reduced because of the reduction in troops? Will this really 
happen?” The U.S. side’s next steps will be closely watched. 

Japan’s demand for a reduction in the financial cost is not 
the only topic in the review of the Japan-U.S. agreement. A 
government source revealed on February 6 that “the U.S. 
government has demanded that Japan pay for the maintenance 
and repair of the Futenma base since it will continue to be 
used for the time being,” thus indicating that cost sharing for 
the maintenance and repair of the Futenma Air Station will 
also be discussed in the bilateral talks. 

The Marine Corps in Okinawa is demanding repairs to the 
dilapidated runway and facilities on the Futenma base. 
However, Japan halted payments for maintenance and repairs 
after the two governments decided on “the complete return of 
the Futenma base and relocation to the Henoko area.” Even 
the U.S. side has rejected requests for repairs except in cases 
where operations would be undermined. 

However, the new transport aircraft MV-22 Osprey will 
be deployed officially at the Futenma base from October. If 
the relocation of the Marines to Guam alone is delinked from 
the “package” and implemented in advance, continued use of 
the Futenma base for the time being will be inevitable, since 
prospects for relocation are uncertain. 

From the U.S. perspective, since Futenma relocation is 
not making any progress due to problems on the Japanese side, 
Japan will have to be responsible for the cost of maintenance 
and repairs. However, it is still unknown at this point how 
much the building of aprons for the Osprey and other facilities 
will cost. 

In the Japan-U.S. talks so far, the U.S. has sounded out 
Japan on the idea of reducing the number of Marines to be 
moved to Guam from 8,000 to 4,700, with the rest being 
dispersed and relocated to the USFJ’s Iwakuni base, the ROK, 
Australia, and other places. 

If the Marines are relocated within Japan, it is quite 
possible that the expenses will be borne by Japan. Even with 
regard to relocation out of the country, the U.S. side may 
make fresh demands for Japan to shoulder the cost of building 
facilities at the relocation site or the relocation of training 
exercises, on the ground that this will help “reduce Okinawa’s 
burden.” 

When queried on the reported review of the realignment 
plans at the House of Councillors Budget Committee on 
February 6, Prime Minister Noda said: “The discussions that 
are taking place quietly are about coming up with ideas to 
reduce Okinawa’s burden while maintaining the deterrence 
(provided by the U.S. forces).” 

However, these discussions are also tough negotiations 
that may result in the Futenma base remaining where it is. 
While Noda indicated that “we are making every effort in the 
talks to make sure that the Futenma base will not remain,” the 
opposition’s questioning at the committee already exposed 
internal conflicts. 

The Liberal Democratic Party’s Yoshimasa Hayashi 
targeted Defense Minister Naoki Tanaka. He asked for an 
explanation of what had transpired, on the assumption that the 
main venue for USFJ realignment talks is the Security 
Consultative Committee (two-plus-two). 

Tanaka’s response was: “We will start discussions 
shortly. I have been receiving reports from bureaucrats who 
are engaged in flexible discussions with the U.S. side.” His 
explanation was that the defense minister, including his 
predecessor former Defense Minister Yasuo Ichikawa, has not 
been involved in talks with the U.S. defense secretary, 
indirectly admitting that the talks have been led by the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MOFA). 

This made Foreign Minister Koichiro Gemba panic. He 
had to offer an explanation because he had just admitted to 
reporters on February 3 that the realignment talks were taking 
place. He gradually revealed that it was agreed at the Japan-
U.S. foreign ministerial last December to engage in serious 
talks and that the Defense Ministry has been participating in 
an “unofficial exchange of views.” 

Although a senior MOFA official stressed that it is “not 
right” to say that treating the Marines’ relocation to Guam and 
Futenma relocation as two separate issues was “forced on 
Japan by the U.S. for its own reasons” and that “(the talks) do 
not mean that the Futenma base will remain where it is 
permanently,” a senior MOD official expressed strong 
suspicion that “MOFA is trying to grab credit.” 

In light of the discord in the cabinet, the opposition is 
saying, “[Japan] is at the U.S.’s beck and call,” according to a 
senior New Komeito official. This issue is certain to be a 
major 
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41. TSC, Learning Site Great Lakes Sailors Become Saturday Scholars 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 07 FEB 12) ... James F. Antonucci, Training Support Center Great Lakes Public Affairs 

GREAT LAKES, Ill. -- Sailors and students from 
Training Support Center (TSC) and Learning Sites, Great 

Lakes volunteered at John Milton Gregory School to tutor and 
mentor 4th and 5th graders Feb. 4. 
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Established in 1983, Saturday Scholars is a part of the 
Navy's Personal Excellence program and is the model for the 
Partnership Tutoring Program. This five-week program ends 
with a graduation for students who attended at least three-
quarters of the sessions. Students receive a certificate of 
completion and Sailors provide words of encouragement. 

"The Saturday Scholars program provides our newest 
Sailors the opportunity to perform some wonderful volunteer 
work for the Navy and help our Chicago community children 
improve in school; it's a great win/win program," said Master 
Chief Electronics Technician (SW/AW) Timothy D. Malak, 
command master chief for Center for Surface Combat Systems 
Unit (CSCSU) Great Lakes. 

"For this one-on-one tutoring program, we volunteer 
roughly 3,000 man-hours each year of community service to 
make it work," Malak said. 

CSCSU instructor Electronics Technician 1st Class 
(SW/SCW) Dennis G. Cope is in his first year as the Saturday 
Scholars Program manager. "We are able to help these 
students drastically improve their test scores and more 
important improve understanding," said Cope. 

Statistics have shown that the children involved in the 
program have displayed a 15 to 30 percent improvement on 
their state test scores, placing Gregory School on the state's 
honor roll; all due to the support received from the Great 
Lakes volunteers. 

Approximately 90 Navy volunteers from commands 
across Great Lakes participate with 40 to 50 students each 

season. This year, students at Gregory School receive 
assistance in the areas of reading, math and science. 

"We really pump this up. The kids know they get a 
chance to be tutored by a Sailor if they come and they love it," 
said Gregory School teacher Cathy Wright. Along with 
Charlene Reynolds and retired volunteer Precious James, 
Wright is one of the school's program co-coordinators. 

"The Sailors here are great role models, especially for the 
young men who get a chance to see the guys in uniform. The 
boys especially come out to for it." 

The volunteers depart on Saturday morning and spend 
half an hour socializing with the kids in the cafeteria after 
arriving. Prior to starting the two-hour tutoring sessions the 
Sailors lead the school children in a motivational chant. 

"We try to target the students who are struggling in the 
classroom... so we pull those students who can benefit from 
having the Sailors tutor them," Wright said. 

"The students love it," said Cope. "They like the military, 
the uniform and ask a lot of questions about where we've been 
and what we do in the Navy." 

"It's been pretty fun so far, I was nervous at first, but I've 
melded in and gotten used to it," said volunteer Seaman Josue 
Martinez. "My student has pretty much got it down; I've just 
needed to push him in the right direction!" 

Cope said family members may also volunteer. 
"I am very happy to be a part of this program," said Cope. 

"I have always enjoyed teaching/tutoring, and I think it is 
extremely important that our children in our community are 
taught everything to become well-rounded adults." 
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42. Migrants At Base 'Broke Rules,' Face New Limits 
(MIAMI HERALD 08 FEB 12) ... Carol Rosenberg 

Nearly three dozen Cuban asylum seekers were confined 
to the Leeward side of the U.S. Navy base at Guantanamo 
Tuesday, no longer able to send packages to family across the 
minefield in a security crackdown at the U.S. migrant center at 
the base in southeast Cuba. 

Officials wouldn’t say precisely how the Cubans lost 
privileges of wider access on the base. But “several of the 
migrants repeatedly broke Naval Station rules in place to 
ensure base security,” said Deborah Sisbarro at the State 
Department’s Bureau of Population, Refugees and Migration. 

As of Tuesday, the base was housing 33 Cubans, ages 18 
to 53, who were picked up at sea by the U.S. Coast Guard and 

found to be potential candidates for asylum anywhere but the 
U.S. 

The “migrants,” as the U.S. military calls them, have in 
the past had wider movement around the 45-square-mile base, 
escorted by a contract security group. They could ride the 
ferry from Leeward side, where they are housed in a renovated 
barracks, to the Windward side, where they could do odd jobs 
and shop. 

The 171 war-on-terror captives are held in prison camps 
on Windward side. 

Of the 33 migrants, 21 are approved for resettlement in 
nations other than the U.S. The State Department is evaluating 
the other cases. 
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NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
43. Insiders: Pentagon's Budget Cuts Are Pragmatic For Changing Times 
Experts say NATO should end combat role in Afghanistan in 2014 as scheduled. 
(NATIONAL JOURNAL 07 FEB 12) ... Sara Sorcher 

Three-quarters of National Journal’s National Security 
Insiders said the Obama administration’s plan to cut the 
Pentagon budget was a smart decision driven by the end of the 
Iraq war and the nation’s current fiscal crisis, dismissing 
criticism by defense hawks who maintain that chopping nearly 
$500 billion over 10 years could undermine the military’s 
capabilities. 

After months of deliberation, Defense Secretary Leon 
Panetta and Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Martin 
Dempsey late last month revealed details of the first tranche of 
reductions. A strong majority -- 74 percent -- of the pool of 
national-security experts agree with the top military leadership 
that these cuts are pragmatic during a national economic 
crunch and will help the U.S. adapt to evolving threats. 
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“Smart, strategically based reductions will provide 
adequate defense for the next generation of threats,” one 
Insider said. Another added: “Our defense strategy and 
supporting budget are based on countering potential enemy 
capabilities. Far too much rhetoric flies around the nation on 
this issue. In five years, there will be new developments that 
will require changes.” 

However, many Insiders are uneasy at the prospect of 
sequestration -- the additional $600 billion in reductions to 
Pentagon accounts due to the super committee’s failure to 
reach an agreement on the deficit. Even as Panetta blasts the 
across-the-board cuts as a “doomsday mechanism,” he has 
sided with President Obama in saying that Congress cannot 
devise a way to evade sequestration, but instead must find a 
way to reduce the deficit by $1.2 trillion as mandated under 
the August debt deal. 

“The plan is pragmatic, as it is written,” one Insider said. 
“Sequestration, though, would trigger a messy process that 
would be among the worst possible ways to cut defense.” 

Siding with loud GOP criticism already blaring on Capitol 
Hill, 26 percent of Insiders said they believe the already-
announced cuts are a shortsighted move which could threaten 
U.S. national security. “The budget cuts coupled with talk of a 
‘pivot’ to Asia have alarmed Europeans in particular,” one 
Insider said. “The view of America as weaker because of its 
determination to withdraw forces from Afghanistan is simply 
reinforced by the cuts.” 

Seventy percent of Insiders said NATO should stick to its 
2014 deadline to end the combat mission in Afghanistan, 
disagreeing with France’s announcement it would withdraw 
troops sooner than planned. Fueling the Insiders’ responses to 

the poll was Panetta’s surprise announcement last week that 
the U.S. would end its combat mission in 2013, a year earlier 
than expected. 

“The announcement to move up the end to U.S. combat 
operations to 2013 in Afghanistan is a blatant political move 
in an election year that will have dangerous operational 
consequences,” one Insider said. Another added: “Speeding up 
the departure will increase the risk of a Taliban takeover. The 
Afghans will not be ready in 2013.” 

One Insider cautioned that NATO should “stay the course 
unless conditions in Afghanistan support early reductions.” 

Thirty percent of Insiders said NATO should accelerate 
its plans to wind down the long Afghan war. “Another year is 
not going to buy either more security or a less corrupt Afghan 
government,” one Insider said. “Apparently, the Obama 
administration is also in agreement,” another added. 

Reflecting the growing tensions within NATO about 
whether the war is worth the human and financial cost, one 
Insider described the alliance’s “Herculean efforts to enhance 
security” in Afghanistan but said there is “too little self-
sustaining momentum after a decade to believe that a few 
more years of expensive engagement will change the 
dynamic.” 

“If we're not going to extend it for decades, which even 
hard core COIN [counterinsurgency] fans admit we shouldn't, 
it should have ended a long time ago,” one Insider said. 
“We're throwing good money after bad.” 

As one Insider put it, the heated debate over one year in 
the war effort is moot. “Doesn't really matter,” the Insider 
said. “Neither is long enough.” 

View Results of Poll 
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44. Senators Launch Assault On Veterans' High Unemployment 
(THE HILL 07 FEB 12) ... Vicki Needham 

A bipartisan trio of senators launched an assault Tuesday 
to reduce joblessness among the nation's veterans. 

Democratic Sens. Joe Manchin (W.Va.) and Jon Tester 
(Mont.) along with Republican Sen. Mark Kirk (Ill.) are 
teaming up to create the Senate Veterans Jobs Caucus, which 
will examine ways to help the nation’s 857,000 veterans 
looking for a job. 

“As you know, one of the few issues that unifies Congress 
is giving veterans the benefits and respect they have earned 
and deserve,” Manchin wrote in a letter to his Senate 
colleagues, encouraging them to join the caucus. 

“We have a great opportunity to come together and show 
that we value the skills, talents, and abilities of our veterans — 
and to show that they will always have this country’s 
gratitude." 

In November, Congress cleared legislation, in a rare bit of 
bipartisan cooperation, that provides help for veterans leaving 
the service and tax incentives for employers who hire them, 
including a tax credit of up to $5,600 for hiring veterans who 

have been looking for a job for more than six months, $2,400 
for a veteran out of work for at least a month and up to $9,600 
for hiring veterans with service-connected disabilities who 
have been looking for a job for more than six months. 

The new law beefs up job training and counseling 
programs for veterans, including improving transition 
assistance planning and requiring the Labor Department to 
provide a clearer path between military and civilian skills. 

“Veterans made tremendous sacrifices for this country, 
and it's our responsibility to support them when they come 
home,” Tester said. “I expect this group to build on last year's 
veterans’ jobs bill and create good job opportunities that honor 
the service of our men and women in uniform.” 

The lawmakers argue that with operations wrapping up in 
Iraq, and winding down in Afghanistan, time is of the essence 
to ensure there are jobs for those veterans. 

The caucus also will look at reducing unemployment 
among members of the National Guard and Reserve, who also 
have faced challenges finding work. 
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45. Pentagon Devising Cyber Acquisition Strategy 
(DEFENSE DAILY 08 FEB 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

Cyber warfare and security systems should be procured 
outside the traditional acquisition process to allow for quicker 

fielding to counter rapidly evolving threats, Frank Kendall, the 
Pentagon's acting top official for acquisition, said this week. 
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"What we're going to try to put in place is a way to 
respect the fact that cyber has to move at a much fast pace 
than anything else we do," 

Kendall said. "The technologies move extremely quickly. 
We have to react instantaneously to many of the threats." 

Kendall said the Defense Department is working on a 
report for Congress that will outline the strategy for acquiring 
cyber systems. The process cannot mirror the one used for 
longer programs because of the nature of the threat, he said. 

"We got to take it outside the conventional system for the 
major long term weapons systems," he said Monday during an 
event hosted by the Center for Strategic & International 
Studies. 

Kendall has been nominated for the undersecretary of 
acquisition, technology and logistics and is awaiting a date for 
a confirmation hearing before the Senate Armed Services 
Committee. Kendall has been acting in the position since 
Ashton Carter left in October to become deputy secretary of 
defense. 
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46. Carrier Game Could Involve SDSU In 2012 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 07 FEB 12) ... Mark Zeigler 

There may or may not be a Carrier Classic college 
basketball game next fall, it may or may not be outdoors on an 
active Navy ship, it may or may not be organized by the same 
promotions company, and it may or may not involve San 
Diego State. 

Think of it like a jump shot hoisted by North Carolina or 
Michigan State players on the flight deck of the USS Carl 
Vinson last November, buffeted by winds, with the very real 
chance of being knocked off course. 

Mike Whalen, the founder and director of Morale 
Entertainment, recently said he plans to have a nationally 
televised game Nov. 9 with reigning NCAA champion 
Connecticut facing possibly Arizona and he’s waiting on the 
Navy to determine availability of aircraft carriers or other “big 
deck” ships in San Diego. 

But a local group apparently has emerged as well and 
shown interest in organizing a game if Morale Entertainment 
can’t or doesn’t. Its event most likely would be on the deck of 
the USS Midway Museum in San Diego Bay and involve 
SDSU. 

“Our job is to bring sporting events to San Diego that 
highlight the city of San Diego,” said Al Kidd, president of the 
San Diego Sports Commission, which is believed to be 
assisting the local group. “We would pursue every opportunity 
that is available if or when it becomes available. I can’t speak 
to specific events.” 

The Navy, meanwhile, has made no formal announcement 
about a follow-up to the 2011 game, which was a ratings (and 
likely recruitment) bonanza with its spectacular backdrop and 
President Barack Obama sitting at center court. 

“We were very pleased with the outcome of the event and 
hope to follow suit in years ahead,” Rear Admiral Dennis 
Moynihan, the Navy’s chief of information, said by phone 
from the Pentagon. “But no final decision has been made 
whether the Navy will have an active ship available for 2012.” 

Morale Entertainment’s Whalen claims he has a contract 
with UConn for the 2012 Carrier Classic and a “memorandum 
of understanding” with Arizona pending finalization of a 
broadcast agreement acceptable to the Pac-12 Conference. He 
also says he has “verbal agreements” with Ohio State and 
Notre Dame to play a women’s prelim. 

“We would be very, very surprised and disappointed if 
any group that we worked with (in 2011) would try to take this 
game over,” Whalen said. “We’ve invested a lot of time and 

money in this game. … Why would somebody want to screw 
something good up? 

“You never want to get the lawyers involved, but we will 
if we have to. We’re moving forward. We’re going to protect 
our interests.” 

What Whalen doesn’t have is a ship. Navy officials have 
privately indicated it is “highly unlikely” an active aircraft 
carrier would be available in San Diego in and around 
Veterans Day 2012. 

Whalen has suggested using one of the “big deck” 
amphibious ships docked at the 32nd Street Naval Station and 
moving it to North Island for the game, but Navy officials 
have not confirmed one would be available, either. 

That leaves the USS Midway, the 67-year-old aircraft 
carrier that has been a floating museum on North Harbor 
Drive since 2004. Midway officials, however, said they were 
approached by Whalen and Morale Entertainment about a 
2012 game and declined to work with him. 

Scott McGaw, the museum’s marketing director, 
confirmed they have held “preliminary discussions” with an 
undisclosed local group about hosting a game, although 
nothing has been finalized. McGaw said the San Diego Sports 
Commission pitched a similar event about five years ago but 
“at that time it wasn’t a good fit for us as a young museum and 
we took a pass.” 

Local promoters likely mean a local team. 
According to several sources, SDSU has been working 

behind the scenes on the game and finding a high-profile 
opponent. Part of SDSU’s deal to join the Big East in football 
in 2013 includes a provision for four men’s basketball games a 
year against members of that conference. 

Whalen said he might consider SDSU for a secondary 
game in 2012 the day after his main event that would be on 
regional, not national, TV. He remained committed to UConn 
and Arizona for Friday, Nov. 9. 

“If they had a couple good years, we’d certainly consider 
them,” Whalen said of the Aztecs, who at 54-6 are tied for the 
nation’s highest winning percentage over the past two seasons. 
“San Diego State is a great school. I’m a big fan of the coach. 
San Diego State has a program that is up and coming. 

“But they’ve had one good year, and one good year in 
comparison with North Carolina and Michigan State just 
doesn’t compare. They’re not on the national (scale) of a 
North Carolina or Michigan State. That’s just a fact.” 
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OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
47. Victims Of Military Rape Deserve Justice 
(CNN 07 FEB 12) ... Jackie Speier 

Secretary of Defense Leon Panetta has announced new 
initiatives to curtail what he calls "the epidemic" of rape and 
sexual assaults in our armed forces. In 2010, an estimated 
19,000 service members were raped or sexually assaulted by 
other service members. Clearly, more resources devoted to 
counseling for victims and training for prosecutors and judges 
will help. 

But the incidence of unpunished rapes will continue and 
so will the damaging effects these illegal acts have on troop 
morale and preparedness. This epidemic requires an overhaul 
of the military justice system. 

The military's chain of command structure keeps most 
cases of rape and sexual assault from reaching the prosecution 
level. According to a Defense Department study, only 8% of 
sexual assailants are referred to military court, compared with 
40% of similar offenders prosecuted in the civilian court 
system. The case of Army Spc. Andrea Neutzling of Ohio is a 
sad testimony to a justice system gone wrong. 

According to Neutzling, in 2002, while serving in South 
Korea, Neutzling she was sexually assaulted by an intoxicated 
soldier she knew. She reported the assault to her commander, 
who gave the assailant a slap on the wrist punishment of five 
days of base restriction. Three years later in New Jersey, 
preparing for deployment to Iraq with a military police unit, 
she was again assaulted by a fellow soldier. Fearing nothing 
would happen if she reported the attack, Neutzling instead 
kept the incident to herself. A month later in Iraq, she said she 
was raped by two soldiers who threatened to beat her if she 
struggled. Although she suffered serious bodily injuries from 
the rape, she chose not to report it; instead she slept on a cot 
with her rifle pointed toward the door for the first few days 
after the attack. 

Soon, the chaplain was told about the attack by a woman 
in Neutzling's unit who reported that the perpetrators were 
showing a video of the rape to others. But her chaplain didn't 
believe her, later telling Neutzling, "You don't act like a rape 
victim." 

The commander said it was a "they said, she said" 
situation, and because she was married at the time of the 
incident, he threatened to charge her with adultery. The men 
who raped Neutzling were never charged, investigated or 
penalized. 

In the current military chain of command structure, 
Neutzling's commander and staff sergeant did nothing wrong. 
Commanders can decide whether to investigate and issue 
virtually any punishment or, in this case, no punishment at all 
-- they have complete authority and discretion over how a 
degrading and violent assault is handled. 

Marine Cpl. Sarah Albertson suffered from post-traumatic 
stress disorder, but not because of her service in Falluja, Iraq. 
According to Albertson, she was raped at a California base by 
a fellow Marine who outranked her. When she reported the 

assault to her commander, she was ordered to keep quiet and 
to continue following her assailant's orders. The rapist was 
promoted, but she lost her security clearance and subsequently 
left the Marines. 

Albertson and Neutzling are two of 28 plaintiffs in a 
lawsuit against former secretaries of state Donald Rumsfeld 
and Robert Gates that accuses the military of failing to prevent 
or prosecute instances of rape and sexual assault. 

In the U.S. military, a woman is more likely to be raped 
by a co-worker than killed by the enemy. The epidemic infects 
every branch of the armed services, includes female and male 
victims, and extends to the military academies, which reported 
that 520 cadets and midshipmen experienced unwanted sexual 
contact during the 2009-2010 academic year. 

Male service members are not immune to rape or sexual 
assault. In a 2010 survey of 14,000 active-duty service men, 
126 anonymously reported unwanted sexual contact by a male 
or female co-worker in the past 12 months. 

A more disturbing statistic speaks to the distrust that 
servicemen and women have in the military's ability to 
investigate and fairly prosecute alleged rapists and 
perpetrators of sexual assault. Only 13.5% of victims actually 
report the crimes. 

Victims deserve an impartial investigation and the 
opportunity to have perpetrators tried in a military court of 
law. My bill, the STOP Act (H.R. 3435), takes complete 
authority and discretion out of the hands of commanders and 
gives that authority to objective experts. 

The bipartisan STOP Act creates a new office of 
oversight and response to handle all possible cases of rape and 
sexual assault in the military, enabling unbiased personnel to 
determine the appropriate path of action for each report. The 
office would be housed in the Department of Defense and 
staffed by civilian and military experts trained to manage 
investigations of sexual assault. 

My proposal is not unique to modern defense forces. 
Several of our closest allies have instituted meaningful 
reforms to manage cases of rape and sexual assault in their 
military. 

The United Kingdom has largely transferred authority in 
military sexual assault cases to independent, impartial civilian 
personnel. Australia and Canada allow aggrieved service men 
and women to lodge complaints and access external agencies. 
All three countries strive to keep their internal military 
adjudication process independent from the influence of the 
military chain of command. We need to do the same. 

Democratic U.S. Rep. Jackie Speier represents the 12th 
District of California. She is also the honorary chair of 
Protect Our Defenders, an organization that supports women 
and men in uniform who have been raped or sexually 
assaulted by fellow service members. 
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48. Changing Military Must Be Done Right 
(WASHINGTON EXAMINER 03 FEB 12) ... Rep. Mike Coffman 

Congress and the Pentagon face the enormous challenge 
of restructuring our military with a reduced budget. It's the 
right thing to do at the right time. 

Today's active duty force, a legacy of the Cold War, is 
simply too large for the nation's needs, wasting precious 
dollars. 

In restructuring, however, we cannot afford to apply the 
same business model used over the past 60 years and expect 
different results. Getting it right will require a new approach. 

Current proposals to reduce our military along with 
closing the resulting excess domestic and overseas facilities 
are good first steps. 

The challenge will be to find the best balance among 
costs, steady-state operational capability and strategic surge 
capacity. 

The answer to an affordable defense force lies in a return 
to our roots, a well trained and equipped, community-based, 
reserve force. 

Today's reserve component is a modern military force that 
trains and performs to the same standards as their active duty 
counterparts. It is a ready and accessible force that is a cost-
effective complement to the active component. 

A 2007 Government Accountability Office study 
estimated that a reserve component member costs to be only 
15 percent of an active component member. 

These differences are primarily because of the reduced 
personnel cost structure including lower health care, housing 
and subsistence costs, and lower deferred costs primarily 
because of delayed and lower retirement benefits. 

Cost savings are also realized in the "community basing" 
concept. 

Reserve component installations typically do not provide 
child care centers, commissaries, base exchanges, bowling 
alleys, etc. like large active duty installations. 

Instead, reserve component installations are spread across 
thousands of communities and the units and their members use 
local resources such as retailers, services and suppliers in their 
surrounding community. 

These partnerships with local communities allow units to 
focus facilities spending on their assigned missions, while 
infusing dollars into the local economy. 

Our new January 2012 Defense Strategic Guidance 
dictates that we cannot and should not just recklessly move 

mission and capacity into the reserve component. It is 
essential to first examine and re-engineer our uniformed 
structure to match our nation's needs. 

Our reserve forces consist primarily of the National Guard 
and the Reserve. 

That raises the question, "Why do we need an Army and 
Air National Guard and an Army and Air Force Reserve?" In 
short -- we don't! 

The two separate organizations -- National Guard and 
Reserves -- were created at different times to fill separate and 
distinct needs of the nation. As the nation evolved, those needs 
dramatically changed. 

Today both organizations, requiring duplicative 
headquarters, provide essentially identical services and 
capabilities while competing with each other for missions and 
resources -- a wasteful and inefficient business model. 

It is time to combine the National Guard and the Reserves 
into one organization and save billions of dollars by 
eliminating redundancies and wasteful competition. 

Those dollars can be taken as cost savings or used for 
recapitalization and modernization. The new Defense Strategic 
Guidance directs the Pentagon to "reduce the cost of doing 
business." This is an easy place to start. 

Change occurs slowly in the Pentagon, but we need to 
address the challenge of restructuring our military now. It's 
time to downsize the active component, combine the National 
Guard and the Reserve into one organization, move mission 
and capability into that new component, close excess facilities 
and develop a community basing model, all of which preserve 
capability and saves dollars. 

It is highly unlikely that dramatic change will come from 
within the Pentagon. It is only natural for organizations to 
resist change, normally a failing strategy. 

For example, the current Air Force budget proposal 
focuses on reducing the air reserve component to preserve the 
size of the active duty Air Force, more of the same 
institutional thinking that brought us to where we are. 

A new direction can only come from the Congress. They 
can and must direct a new approach to doing business. The 
American citizens deserve nothing less. 

Rep. Mike Coffman is a Colorado Republican. 

Return to Index 
 

49. Make Efforts To Prevent Futenma From Becoming Permanent Fixture 
(YOMIURI SHIMBUN 07 FEB 12) ... Editorial 

The governments of Japan and the U.S. have reached a 
general agreement to revise the 2006 U.S. Forces Japan 
realignment plan. This is probably not a bad idea in order to 
prevent the worst-case scenario in which both the relocation of 
the U.S. Marine Corps’ Futenma Air Station and the transfer 
of Marines stationed in Okinawa to Guam end up falling apart. 

The main revision to the plan involves cutting back on the 
number of Marines to be transferred to Guam from 8,000 to 
4,700 and going ahead with the transfer of Marines by 
separating Futenma from the integrated relocation plan. 

Coordination will reportedly be carried out with the 
possibility of transferring the remaining 3,300 Marines to 
Hawaii, Australia, etc., while maintaining the total number of 
Marines to be relocated abroad. 

The U.S. government is probably hoping to obtain 
approval from Congress, which is calling for a cut in national 
defense spending, by changing the number of Marines to be 
transferred. The new plan also goes along with the new 
national defense strategy announced by President Obama in 
January that attaches importance to Asia. 
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Under the present circumstances, there was concern that 
the Guam transfer plan would also meet with setbacks. If 
4,700 Marines are transferred out of Okinawa, the basehosting 
burden on the prefecture will be considerably reduced. The 
decision to forge agreements in the order that they become 
possible is perfectly understandable. 

However, it is unlikely that the Noda administration will 
be able to reap political dividends as his aides are hoping. 

What is most troubling is that the prior transfer of 
Marines will slow down the momentum to transfer the 
Futenma functions and delay the relocation to Henoko, 
resulting in the dangerous situation at Futenma Air Station 
becoming a permanent fixture. 

The relocation of Futenma Air Station is the original 
purpose and core element of the U.S. military realignment 
plan. Even now, Henoko is the best option. The government 
and Okinawa Prefecture should discuss the matter in a cool-
headed manner and do their utmost to prevent Futenma Air 
Station from remaining in its current location. 

If the Guam transfer makes headway, the return of other 
U.S. military facilities, such as Zukeran Camp, will be 
materialized. We hope a comprehensive agreement will be 
reached on the Futenma issue, the return of other U.S. military 

facilities, and Okinawa development measures including the 
usage of vacated plots of land. 

Regarding the relocation of the Marines, the potential 
sites other than Guam are all unclear. A plan to station 
Marines in Hawaii, Australia, the Philippines, etc., on a 
temporary basis is now being looked into. 

It is important for the Japanese government to be 
persistent in negotiations with the U.S. so that the transfer of 
8,000 Marines can be realized. 

It is also necessary to revise the Guam transfer agreement, 
which stipulates that the Japanese side will provide up to 2.8 
billion dollars in funds. Since the size of the transfer will be 
cut, Japan must ask also for a reduction in its fiscal 
disbursement. 

It is important for the U.S. military to maintain its 
deterrent capability. At first, the Marine transfer plan targeted 
personnel at the command center and logistics personnel. But 
combat troops are now likely be included as well. 

Amid the uncertain security environment around Okinawa 
owing to China’s arms buildup, both Japan and the U.S. are 
urged to send a message that even if combat troops are 
relocated, they will not allow their quick response capabilities 
to deteriorate. 
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50. North Dakota On A Sub-Mission To Find Good Crest 
(FARGO (ND) INFORUM 07 FEB 12) ... John Lamb 

The USS North Dakota is looking for an image. 
Sure, we know what the state-of-the-art submarine 

already looks like. The basic exterior design of a sub hasn’t 
changed much over the years. 

It has a sleek, strong body able to cut through the ocean at 
25 knots (28.769 miles per hour) and dive over 800 feet. 

But the nuclear sub is missing one thing – a crest. 
The USS North Dakota Committee is asking people of all 

ages throughout the state to design a logo of sorts for the 
vessel, scheduled to hit the water next year. 

The final decision will come from the Navy and the crew 
of the USS North Dakota, but the USSND committee wants to 
see what the locals have in mind. 

“The residents of our state are best suited to suggest 
designs for the USS North Dakota that carry significance for 
the state,” committee chairman Robert Wefald said in a press 
release. “Whether it’s a reflection of the agriculture or energy 
industry, tourism or geography, the crest should share with the 
world a piece of North Dakota.” 

Kudos to Wefald for sticking up for the fact that the 
people of our land-locked Peace Garden State know what will 
look good on a nuclear sub. I take it, however, he didn’t see 
the recent, “legendary” flop of a ND Tourism spot attempting 
to portray the state’s nightlife. 

No worries though, I don’t think anyone will submit an 
image of slack-jawed Sailors looking out a portal at a school 
of flirty mermaids. 

The release says similar vessels honor their namesake 
states, like the USS Missouri featuring the St. Louis Arch and 
the USS Minnesota paying tribute to Viking heritage. 
Thankfully, it doesn’t honor the sports team, though the crest 
does look an awful lot like a Roller Derby logo. 

The USS Minnesota design, by a 17-year-old, shows a 
Viking, superimposed over a blue anchor, wrapped around a 
maroon puck, over a different shade of blue silhouetting the 
state. On top of it all is a submarine with a fish painted on the 
bow. 

The composition has a lot of layers – both figuratively 
and literally. The blue represents the water the sub will cut 
through and the color in the state flag. The maroon is for the 
University of Minnesota. The fish is a walleye, the state fish, 
though it looks more like a Japanese illustration of a piranha 
painted on a mid-’70s van. 

Yeah, Minnesota looks tough, so how does North Dakota 
top that? 

Instead of blue, our main color will be green, symbolizing 
not only our proud agricultural tradition, but also our two 
major universities and our neighborly envy at Minnesota for 
having such a boss logo. 

But we won’t settle for a symbol that’s fit to be hooked 
and fried. We’ll have a bison, head down and charging, 
snorting out plumes of smoke, symbolizing the natural energy 
resources in the western part of the state. 

And a good crest needs a good slogan. Perhaps co-opting 
our adoptive son’s popular phrase with a submarine movie: 
“Run silent and carry a big torpedo.” 

Or maybe, “Dive. Decide. Destroy. Come for a fight, lay 
on the ocean floor a legend.” 

It’ll sound cooler in Latin. 
What’s your idea? Send designs to the USS North Dakota 

Committee c/o the Bismarck-Mandan Chamber of Commerce, 
1640 Burnt Boat Drive, Bismarck, N.D. 58503, or email to 
dotf@bismarckmandan.com, by March 15, 2012. 

For more information, visit 
www.bismarckmandan.com/ussnorthdakota. 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Sequester Would Be Like A Government Shutdown For Pentagon, Warns Admiral 
(THE HILL 07 MAR 12) ... Carlo Munoz 

Implementing $600 billion in sequestered defense cuts next year would be the equivalent of a government shutdown for the 
Pentagon, the chief of naval operations warned a Senate panel on Wednesday. 

 
2. Murkowski Discusses “Road Map To The Arctic” With U.S. Navy 
Senator Asks U.S. Navy Secretary Mabus about Arctic Future, Need for Law of Sea Treaty 
(ALASKA NATIVE NEWS 07 MAR 12) ... Office of Senator Lisa Murkowski 

WASHINGTON, D.C. – Senator Murkowski today asked Secretary of the United States Navy Ray Mabus whether the Navy is 
fully considering Alaska’s evolving Arctic opportunities in its future plans – particularly with the shifting focus towards Asia and the 
Pacific. 

 
3. Navy Campaigns For Great Green Fleet 
(POLITICO 07 MAR 12) ... Austin Wright 

Confronting the secretary of the Navy, an obviously frustrated Rep. Randy Forbes pounded his desk in a five-minute scolding 
over the service’s push for an ever greener fleet. 

 
4. VCNO Visits Big Apple To Highlight Women's Role In Navy Today 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 07 MAR 12) ... Lt. Cmdr. Chris Servello, Vice Chief of Naval Operations Public Affairs 

NEW YORK -- The vice chief of naval operations (VCNO) and a group of female Sailors visited New York March 7 as part of 
Navy efforts to commemorate International Women's Day and March as Women's History Month. 

 
5. New Career Paths Open To Sailors Impacted By ERB 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 07 MAR 12) ... Chief Mass Communication Specialist Terrina Weatherspoon, Office of the Master Chief 
Petty Officer of the Navy 

WASHINGTON -- An instructor at the U.S. Naval Academy, Annapolis, Md., is preparing himself for a successful transition to 
civilian life as one of the approximately 3,000 Sailors who have been affected by the Enlisted Retention Board (ERB) and will be 
separated from the Navy before the end of June. 

 
6. Navy Force Balancing 
Chief of Naval Personnel Vice Adm. Scott R. Van Buskirk talks about the Enlisted Retention Board process 
that was followed to ensure fairness. 
(NAVY LIVE 07 MAR 12) ... Vice Adm. Scott R. Van Buskirk 

Our Navy has felt the effects of more Sailors in certain ratings wanting to stay in, while some other key ratings experienced under 
manning. Force structure changes and decisions were required to meet changing platforms and manning requirements. Therefore, in 
order to meet our global mission by filling billets at sea and manning the Fleet with the right mix of Sailors, we needed to use a 
combination of force-shaping methods including the Enlisted Retention Board. 

 
7. Transition Benefits: Fleet Engagement Team Holds Post-ERB Brief 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 07 MAR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist Seaman Molly A. Greendeer, Navy Public Affairs Support 
Element, East 

NORFOLK, Va. -- A Post-Enlisted Retention Board (ERB) Fleet Engagement team is holding transition briefs for ERB-affected 
Sailors, their families and command leadership at Hampton Roads installations March 5-9. 
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CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
8. U.S. Commanders: No Plan To Cede Afghan War To CIA 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 07 MAR 12) ... Kimberly Dozier 

WASHINGTON-- U.S. military commanders said Wednesday there are no plans to turn the Afghan war over to CIA control after 
2014, with special operations answering to American intelligence officials. 

 
9. U.S. Ability To Intercept Drugs Is Declining 
Forces are stretched too thin to stop all shipments from Latin America, general says 
(LOS ANGELES TIMES 08 MAR 12) ... Brian Bennett 

WASHINGTON -- Despite intensified counter-narcotics efforts over the last five years, the military's ability to stop drug 
smuggling into the U.S. from Latin America has declined as planes and ships have been diverted to combat operations around the 
globe, according to a senior military officer. 

 
10. USS Porter Prepares For Assignment 
USS Porter will deploy March 12 
(WAVY NBC NORFOLK 07 MAR 12) ... Art Kohn 

NORFOLK, Va. - The Norfolk-based USS Porter will head to its new homeport in Rota, Spain in 2015. But right now, the ship's 
crew is preparing for another important mission that's just days away. 

 
11. USS Nimitz To Arrive At Naval Station Everett On Friday 
(EVERETT (WA) HERALD 07 MAR 12) ... Gale Fiege 

EVERETT -- The warship USS Nimitz (CVN 68) is scheduled to sail into its new homeport of Naval Station Everett on Friday. 
 

12. HSV 2 Departs Haiti 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 07 MAR 12) ... Lt. Matthew Comer, High Speed Vessel-Southern Partnership Station 2012 Public Affairs 

CAP HAITIEN, Haiti -- High Speed Vessel (HSV) 2 Swift departed Cap-Haitien, Haiti, March 6, the final stop of its four-month 
mission during HSV-Southern Partnership Station 2012 (HSV-SPS 12). 

 
13. NMCB 7 Completes Mescall Water Well 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 07 MAR 12) ... Chief Mass Communication Specialist Yan Kennon, Naval Mobile Construction Battalion 7 

ZABUL PROVINCE, Afghanistan -- After five weeks of around-the-clock operations, Seabees assigned to U.S. Naval Mobile 
Construction Battalion (NMCB) 7 Water Well Detachment successfully completed the drilling of their first fresh water well at 
Forward Operating Base (FOB) Mescall. 

 
14. Fleet Antiterrorism Security Team Pacific Participates In Army Mass Casualty Exercise 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 07 MAR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class James Norman, U.S. 7th Fleet Public Affairs 

CAMP RODRIGUEZ, Republic of Korea -- Marines assigned to Fleet Antiterrorism Security Team Pacific (FASTPAC), 2nd 
Company, 2nd Platoon, participated in a joint medical mass casualty exercise with Army personnel of 121st Combat Support Hospital 
March 5. 

 
15. USS Halsey Sailors Enjoy Port Visit In Victoria, Seychelles 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 07 MAR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Christopher Farrington, USS Halsey Public Affairs 

VICTORIA, Seychelles -- Sailors aboard guided-missile destroyer USS Halsey (DDG 97) enjoyed a port visit in Seychelles, 
March 2-6. 

 

GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
16. Top Pentagon Officials Stress Risks In Syria 
(NEW YORK TIMES 08 MAR 12) ... Elisabeth Bumiller And Rick Gladstone 

WASHINGTON — The Pentagon’s top two officials said Wednesday that President Obama had asked for preliminary military 
options to respond to the increasingly violent Syria conflict, but they emphasized the risks and said that the administration still 
believed that diplomatic and economic pressure was the best way to protect Syrians from the Assad government’s repression. 

 
17. Israeli Officials Voice Skepticism Of Iran’s Nuclear Intentions 
(NEW YORK TIMES 08 MAR 12) ... Isabel Kershner 

JERUSALEM — A day after global powers said they would resume nuclear talks with Iran, Israeli officials expressed skepticism 
on Wednesday of Tehran’s intentions and said it was necessary to maintain a credible military option if the talks were to have any 
chance of success. 
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18. Philippines, U.S. Set Date For Annual Exercise 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 07 MAR 12) 

MANILA — The Philippines said March 7 it would hold its large-scale annual Balikatan military exercise with the U.S. next 
month near an area where it is locked in a tense territorial sea dispute with China. 

 
19. Naval Base Work Starts Despite Protest 
Police break up protesters as activists, politicians join demonstrations 
(KOREA HERALD 07 MAR 12) ... Choi He-suk 

The preparations for building a naval base on Jeju Island got under way on Wednesday amid protests from activists and local 
residents. 

 
20. Asia 2012 Military Spending To Top Europe's-Report 
(REUTERS 07 MAR 12) ... Peter Apps 

LONDON - Asian military spending will top that of Europe in 2012 for the first time in centuries, a global defence survey said on 
Wednesday, pointing to high regional economic growth and an increasingly ambitious China. 

 

PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
21. Navy Team Is Briefing Displaced Sailors 
(NEWPORT NEWS DAILY PRESS 07 MAR 12) ... Hugh Lessig 

NAVAL STATION NORFOLK — Navy Capt. Steve Holmes has heard most of the complaints. 
 

22. Career Development Boards Chart Course for Navy Career 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 07 MAR 12) ... Navy Personnel Command-PMW 240 Public Affairs 

MILLINGTON, Tenn. -- Ensuring commands conduct Career Development Boards (CDB) and document them in Career 
Information Management System (CIMS) is an important job of the career development team as CDBs become the backbone of a 
Sailor's career in setting goals and guiding educational courses. 

 
23. Navy Pro: Sailor Charts Career Progress Through USMAP 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 07 MAR 12) ... Susan Henson, Center for Personal and Professional Development Public Affairs 

NORFOLK -- The United Services Military Apprenticeship Program (USMAP) helps service members and civilians advance and 
is completely free, said one Sailor March 2, who has enjoyed continued success with the program. 

 
24. Navy Accepting STA-21 Applications for 2013 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 07 MAR 12) ... Naval Service Training Command Public Affairs 

GREAT LAKES, Ill. -- The Seaman-to-Admiral (STA-21) commissioning program, which provides an opportunity for qualified 
Sailors to receive college educations and Navy commissions, is soliciting applications for fiscal year 2013, as announced in 
NAVADMIN 073/12 March 5. 

 
25. Study: Hiring Vets Could Give Businesses An Edge 
(STARS AND STRIPES 07 MAR 12) ... Leo Shane III 

WASHINGTON – Researchers at Syracuse University’s Institute for Veterans and Military Families this week unveiled a new 
case study on hiring employees with a military background, arguing that the skills they develop from active-duty training make them 
invaluable workers in a civilian business environment. 

 
26. Study Shows Navy SEALs Handle Stress Better 
La Jolla brain researchers hope findings may help train regular troops 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 07 MAR 12) ... Jeanette Steele 

VA researchers studying the brains of San Diego Navy SEALs have possibly confirmed what your dad always told you: Don’t 
sweat the small stuff. 

 
27. Japanese Chefs Teach George Washington Chefs A New 'Old Dish' 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 07 MAR 12) ... USS George Washington Public Affairs 

YOKOSUKA, Japan -- Soba chefs from the Shonan International Women's Association and local Japanese chefs visited the 
nuclear-powered aircraft carrier USS George Washington (CVN 73), March 6 to teach enlisted culinary specialists and other interested 
Sailors how to prepare and cook Soba, a traditional Japanese noodle dish. 



 4

 
28. Military Must Change How It Deals With Rape, Lawmaker Says 
(LOS ANGELES TIMES 07MAR 12) ... Michael Muskal 

LOS ANGELES — U.S. Rep. Jackie Speier on Wednesday castigated the U.S. military for its policies in dealing with rape and 
sexual assault and repeated her call for legislation to fix a system she said was broken. 

 
29. Bill Would Bar Sex Offenders From Military 
(NAVY TIMES 07 MAR 12) ... Rick Maze 

Anyone who commits a felony sex crime would be barred from joining the military under new legislation that would codify a 
2009 Defense Department policy. 

 
30. Crash Kills Pilot Who Blogged As Neptunus Lex 
(NAVY TIMES 07 MAR 12) ... Joshua Stewart 

Retired naval aviator Carroll LeFon, perhaps better known by the nom de plume Neptunus Lex, was killed in a plane crash 
Tuesday morning when his F-21 Kfir crashed at Naval Air Station Fallon, Nev., his blog confirmed. 

 

FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
31. Admiral Signals Navy Desire To Sustain Attack Submarine Production Level 
(PROVIDENCE JOURNAL 07 MAR 12) ... John E. Mulligan 

WASHINGTON, D.C. -- The Navy's top brass signaled support on Wednesday for efforts to avoid the planned slowdown of 
attack submarine production two years from now. 

 
32. Congresswoman Wants Va.-Class Funding Restored 
(DEFENSE DAILY 08 MAR 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

Rep. Rosa DeLauro (D-Conn.) said yesterday she will strive to restore funding for the procurement of a Virginia -class (SSN 774) 
attack submarine that the Navy has delayed. 

 
33. Lockheed Martin Backs Off CANES Protest 
(DEFENSE DAILY 08 MAR 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

Lockheed Martin said yesterday it dropped its protest of the Navy's selection of Northrop Grumman to provide the next 
generation ship-based tactical network, a move that allows the service to end a stop work order and get closer to production of the 
Consolidated Afloat Networks and Enterprise Services (CANES) system. 

 
34. Navy's Robot Firefighter To Throw Extinguisher Grenades 
(INNOVATION NEWS DAILY 07 MAR 12) 

Fire has proven deadly for Sailors throughout the centuries of naval warfare. The U.S. Navy wants to counter that ancient foe with 
a humanoid robot capable of throwing extinguisher grenades as it nimbly moves about the narrow passages and ladderways of modern 
warships. 

 
35. Amos: Deeper Budget Cuts Would Dull The Corps 
(MARINE CORPS TIMES 07 MAR 12) ... Gina Cavallaro 

Another $600 billion in defense spending cuts would render the Marine Corps less capable, the service’s top general told a Senate 
panel Wednesday. 

 
36. Drones Proliferate In Military Air Fleet 
Aircraft, mission and investment grows 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 07 MAR 12) ... Gretel C. Kovach 

The launch team racheted back the catapult and shot the drone into the sky, giving the Marines standing on the airfield a glimpse 
of their flying future. 

 

BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
37. NOLA Navy Week To Bring 10 Tall And Modern Warships, Air Show To New Orleans Next Month 
(NEW ORLEANS TIMES-PICAYUNE 07 MAR 12) ... Paul Purpura 

Thousands of Sailors and 10 tall ships and modern warships will converge on New Orleans next month, when the Navy, Marine 
Corps and Coast Guard kick off four years of international events to commemorate the bicentennial of the War of 1812. City and 
military officials provided details of "Navy Week NOLA" today during a news conference at City Hall. 

 



 5

38. Sultana To Visit Onancock 
(TASLEY EASTERN SHORE (VA) NEWS 07 MAR 12) ... Carol Vaughn 

ONANCOCK -- Onancock will host the schooner Sultana from June 1-4 as part of OpSail Virginia 2012, which commemorates 
the bicentennial of the War of 1812 and the writing of the Star-Spangled Banner. 

 
39. Mikulski Presses Navy To Keep Comfort Docked In Baltimore 
(WBAL AM RADIO BALTIMORE 07 MAR 12) ... John Patti 

Maryland senior Senator Barbara Mikulski says she wants the USNS Comfort to remain docked in Baltimore. Mikulski made her 
comments on Capitol Hill today during a hearing on the Navy's budget for next year. 

 
40. Energy Programs Showcased At 7th Annual Military Energy Alternatives Conference 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 07 MAR 12) ... Chief of Naval Operations Energy and Environmental Readiness Division Public Affairs 

FALLS CHURCH, Va. -- The director of the Navy Energy Coordination Office (OPNAV N45E) was a featured presenter at the 
7th Annual Military Energy Alternatives Conference March 6-8 at the Weston Tysons Corner, Falls Church, Va. 

 
41. How The U.S. Military Is Going Green 
(EAST COUNTY (CA) MAGAZINE 07 MAR 12) ... Miriam Raftery 

SAN DIEGO —The U.S. military is tackling a major battle: striving to rely on renewable energy to meet half of all energy that it 
uses by 2020. 

 
42. DoD Officials Make Case To Congress For BRAC 
(FEDERAL TIMES 07 MAR 12) ... Andy Medici 

The Defense Department’s top installations official pressed lawmakers Wednesday to approve for two new rounds of base 
closures — one in 2013 and one in 2015. 

 
43. Japan, U.S. To Discuss Realignment Of Okinawa Forces On Thurs. 
(KYODO NEWS 07 MAR 12) 

TOKYO -- Senior Japanese and U.S. officials will meet this week in Washington to discuss how to deploy some of the U.S. 
Marines in Okinawa to Guam, government sources said Wednesday. 

 
44. Japan, U.S. Mull Temporarily Stationing Ospreys On Honshu Island 
(KYODO NEWS 07 MAR 12) 

TOKYO -- Japan and the United States are considering temporarily stationing the MV-22 Osprey, a transport aircraft that can 
take off and land vertically, at U.S. military bases and other locations on Japan's largest main island of Honshu, sources close to 
bilateral ties said Wednesday. 

 
45. NHL Team Donates $100,000 To Help TAPS Families 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 07 MAR 12) ... Army Sgt. 1st Class Tyrone C. Marshall Jr. 

WASHINGTON – The National Hockey League’s Washington Capitals highlighted the club’s ninth annual military appreciation 
night yesterday with a six-figure donation to the Tragedy Assistance Program for Survivors program. 

 

NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
46. Coalition To Lobby For Commissary Benefit 
(NAVY TIMES 07 MAR 12) ... Karen Jowers 

In the wake of proposals over the past year that would diminish the savings offered in commissaries and exchanges, the Coalition 
to Save Our Military Shopping Benefits has sprung up to promote, defend and strengthen those benefits. 

 
47. U.S. Report To Warn On Cyberattack Threat From China 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 08 MAR 12) ... Siobahn Gorman 

WASHINGTON—China almost certainly would mount a cyberattack on the U.S. in the event of a conflict, and the U.S. has no 
clear policy to determine how to respond appropriately, a congressional advisory panel is set to warn on Thursday. 

 
48. Honoring Graduates Who Opt To Serve 
Fairfax County debates how to publicly recognize students who have enlisted in the military 
(WASHINGTON POST 08 MAR 12) ... Emma Brown 

In Fairfax County, where honors abound for high school seniors on the road to college, a growing chorus of parents says that 
spring graduation ceremonies should recognize a long-overlooked cadre of students who have chosen another path: enlistment in the 
military. 
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49. Marine’s Facebook Page Tests Military Rules 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 07 MAR 12) ... Julie Watson 

SAN DIEGO — Marine Sgt. Gary Stein first started a Facebook page called Armed Forces Tea Party Patriots to encourage 
service members to exercise their free speech rights. Then he declared that he wouldn’t follow orders from the commander in chief, 
President Barack Obama. 

 
50. 150 Years Ago: The Battle Of Hampton Roads 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 08 MAR 12) ... Kate Wiltrout 

It's not hyperbole to say that the Monitor arrived just in the nick of time for the famous showdown 150 years ago, on March 8, 
1862. 

 

OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
51. America’s Pacific Air-Sea Battle Vision 
(THE DIPLOMAT 08 MAR 12) ... Rep. J. Randy Forbes 

In the late summer of 2011, U.S. Secretary of Defense Leon Panetta signed the Air-Sea Battle (ASB) operational concept into 
effect, and shortly thereafter stood up the Air-Sea Battle Office at the Pentagon to help implement its core tenets. 

 
52. Time To Rein In Defense Budget 
(POLITICO 07 MAR 12) ... Lawrence Korb 

Ever since the Pentagon unveiled its budget plan for fiscal year 2013 through fiscal year 2017, there has been controversy about 
how much of the regular, or base, budget is actually being reduced and whether additional reductions can be made. 

 
53. No More Delay For Naval Base 
(KOREA HERALD 08 MAR 12) ... Editorial 

Tensions are mounting on Jeju Island as the Navy has started preparatory work for the construction of a naval base on the island 
amid vehement protests from the local government and environmentalists. 

 
54. Get Lost, Law Of The Sea Treaty! 
(AOL DEFENSE 07 MAR 12) ... Peter Brookes 

AOL Defense's February 29 piece, "Hill Turns Up Heat On White House Over 'Law Of The Sea'" gives a good presentation of the 
reasons supporters believe the 1982 Law of the Sea Treaty (LOST) should be ratified, but it doesn't talk about why the treaty was 
deep-sixed some 30 years ago -- and has remained there since. 

 

BBLLOOGGSS::  
55. EXCERPTS FROM BLOGS AROUND THE WORLD 
(PUBLISHED 05 – 08 MAR 12) 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Sequester Would Be Like A Government Shutdown For Pentagon, Warns Admiral 
(THE HILL 07 MAR 12) ... Carlo Munoz 

Implementing $600 billion in sequestered defense cuts 
next year would be the equivalent of a government shutdown 
for the Pentagon, the chief of naval operations warned a 
Senate panel on Wednesday. 

Adm. Jonathan Greenert said the massive planning and 
preparation needed to implement the cuts would tie up service 
and department personnel for months and could essentially 
bring U.S. military operations to a halt. 

Comparing the effects to a government shutdown, 
Greenert told the Senate Appropriations Defense 
subcommittee, “[T]his would be that to the nth degree.” 

“We would have our people distracted for months” 
working on a plan to execute sequestration, Greenert said of 
the potential impact of sequestration. 

That distraction would force the military to put essentially 
everything on the back burner, Navy spokesman Capt. Danny 
Hernandez explained. “It is going to be very manpower-
intensive … that means you are going to have to get a lot of 
horsepower” behind it, he said. 

As a result, planned military exercises would likely be 
suspended, as well as ongoing work to buy new weapon 
systems or repair older ones, according to Hernandez. 

“The tempo is going to go up very high, and we are going 
to have to do this [sequester plan] rather than what we are 
normally doing, which is training and equipping U.S. forces,” 
he said. 

The Pentagon is facing the possible cuts because of the 
failure of a supercommittee of lawmakers to agree to a $1.2 
trillion deficit-reduction plan. 

Under legislation that lifted the debt ceiling last year, the 
supercommittee’s failure triggered $1.2 trillion in cuts to the 
federal budget that are to be implemented starting in 2013. 

The Pentagon was already facing budget cuts. Its $525.4 
billion budget request for fiscal 2013, sent to Capitol Hill last 
month, included measures to pay for over half — or $260 

billion — of the $450 billion cut called for in last July’s 
Budget Control Act. The rest of those cuts will be parsed out 
over the rest of the decade. 

If the cuts from sequestration were also implemented, the 
Pentagon would have to reduce its budget by more than $1 
trillion over the next 10 years. 

One top defense lawmaker warned the delays stemming 
from sequestration could last for a very long time. 

“My concern is a whole lot of things will shut down while 
people bury their heads in the sand and not facing up to what 
the real problems are,” House Armed Services Committee 
Chairman Buck McKeon (R-Calif.) said. 

The looming budget cuts under sequestration, if enacted, 
would force the Department of Defense to renegotiate all its 
current contracts — from procurement to services — to meet 
the cost-reduction goals. 

“How long do you think that will take?” McKeon asked, 
noting that it took just over a decade to get a deal done for the 
Air Force’s aerial tanker. “It’s going to take a long, long 
time,” he said. 

The department, led by Secretary Leon Panetta, insisted it 
is not drafting plans to prepare for the sequester, a point 
Greenert reiterated to reporters after the hearing. 

However, “the mechanics of going into each and every 
[service] account … you have to prepare to do that,” Greenert 
said. “That takes a lot of people doing something different 
than what they are doing today, including our Sailors, and that 
is my concern.” 

Hernandez could not comment as to how long current 
operations could be suspended as a result of sequester 
planning, but he did say the responsibility for preventing the 
scenario falls squarely on lawmakers’ shoulders. 

“Just like a government shutdown, [Congress] can prevent 
this,” Hernandez said. 

Return to Index 
 

2. Murkowski Discusses “Road Map To The Arctic” With U.S. Navy 
Senator Asks U.S. Navy Secretary Mabus about Arctic Future, Need for Law of Sea Treaty 
(ALASKA NATIVE NEWS 07 MAR 12) ... Office of Senator Lisa Murkowski 

WASHINGTON, D.C. – Senator Murkowski today asked 
Secretary of the United States Navy Ray Mabus whether the 
Navy is fully considering Alaska’s evolving Arctic 
opportunities in its future plans – particularly with the shifting 
focus towards Asia and the Pacific. 

“We’ve got 5,580 miles of coastline that touch the Arctic 
and Pacific Oceans. As we all know, this coastline is 
becoming more accessible – which presents opportunities, but 
challenges as well,” said Murkowski. “Can you inform me 
what the Navy has been doing to get up to speed on the 

changing Arctic and what the near term holds for Navy 
involvement?” 

Secretary Mabus told the Senator that the Navy has a 
“Road Map to the Arctic” plan they are following for the 
future, doing submarine exercises in the Arctic and conducting 
at least three ongoing operations in the Arctic – but that 
ratification of the Law of the Sea Treaty would be helpful in 
giving them a “seat at the table” and allowing them to stake 
claims and move forward to enable new military and 
commercial operations. 

View Clip (RT: 3:21) 
Return to Index 
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3. Navy Campaigns For Great Green Fleet 
(POLITICO 07 MAR 12) ... Austin Wright 

Confronting the secretary of the Navy, an obviously 
frustrated Rep. Randy Forbes pounded his desk in a five-
minute scolding over the service’s push for an ever greener 
fleet. 

“You’re not the secretary of the energy, you’re secretary 
of the Navy,” the Virginia Republican told Ray Mabus in no 
uncertain terms. 

Instead of all the emphasis on biofuels and other 
alternative energies to power the Navy’s vast fleet of ships and 
planes, Forbes suggested bluntly during a recent House Armed 
Services Committee hearing that, particularly in these tough 
economic times, Mabus should concentrate on finding more 
money for more ships, planes and other pressing needs — in 
part to counter the growing Chinese presence in the Pacific. 

“I love green energy. I’m not against it,” Forbes said. “It’s 
a matter of priorities.” 

Increasingly, the Navy’s clean-energy agenda has become 
embroiled in politics since President Barack Obama 
highlighted the issue in his State of the Union address in 
January. 

For Obama and Navy leaders, reducing dependence on 
foreign oil is a major priority, one that would save money over 
the long haul and make the service more resilient in the event 
of a global oil crisis. For some Republicans, though, the focus 
on energy projects is further evidence the president is flexing 
his executive powers to satisfy the demands of his liberal 
electoral base. 

All the Navy secretary “has tried to do is push an energy 
agenda,” Forbes complained in an interview with POLITICO. 

For his part, Mabus, the former governor of Mississippi 
tapped by Obama three years ago to be the top civilian leader 
of the Navy, takes it all in stride. 

The U.S. must move away from its dependence on foreign 
oil, and the Navy’s clean-energy projects, including 
investments in algae-based biofuels, “have made us better 
warfighters,” Mabus said, explaining that for every $1 
increase in oil prices per barrel, the Navy pays an additional 
$31 million in fuel costs. 

“That means that our Sailors and Marines steam less, train 
less, fly less,” Mabus said. “For these reasons, we have to be 
relentless in our pursuit of energy goals that will continue to 
make us a more effective fighting force and our military and 
our nation more energy independent.” 

The efforts for a greener Navy don’t come cheap. In 
December, the service purchased 450,000 gallons of biofuels 
at $26.75 per gallon, POLITICO Pro reported. The biofuels 
were then mixed with petroleum-based fuels, typically costing 
just a few dollars a gallon. 

One of the reasons behind the Navy’s investment in the 
more-expensive biofuels is to promote domestic alternative-
energy production. Navy leaders contend that a vibrant clean-
energy industry in the United States could protect the fleet 
from spikes in fuel prices. 

Several studies suggest prices for alternative fuels will be 
competitive with petroleum by 2018 or soon after, said Tom 
Hicks, deputy assistant secretary of the Navy for energy. 
Current energy initiatives, he said, are preparing the service to 
take advantage of the expected drop in the cost of clean 
energy. 

“It’s going to be critical to meet the goal and get the price 
point where we need it,” Hicks said in an interview. “We 
really see what we’re working on is not political in any way, 
shape or form.” 

One of Mabus’s key initiatives is to have half of the 
Navy’s total energy consumption come from alternative 
sources by 2020. The service plans to sail its Great Green 
Fleet by 2016 — a strike group powered largely by biofuels. 

Leaders of the Marine Corps also have focused more on 
energy in recent years — a result of the high cost of moving 
huge volumes of fuel to U.S. and allied troops in Afghanistan. 
Currently, the corps consumes more than 200,000 gallons a 
day there. 

“For every 50 convoys we bring in in fuel, a Marine is 
killed or wounded,” Mabus told lawmakers last month. “That 
is too high a price to pay.” 

In all, about 3,000 U.S. troops or contractors have been 
killed or wounded protecting convoys, POLITICO has 
reported. Roughly 80 percent of convoys carry fuel. 

The Marine Corps has set two major energy goals: to cut 
its battlefield requirements for energy by half by 2025 and to 
have half its bases produce as much energy as they consume 
by 2020. 

“At the tactical level, we have seen some very promising 
results using renewable energy technologies in Afghanistan,” 
said Capt. Gregory Wolf, a media officer for the Marines. “It’s 
a huge battle space in Afghanistan. We have Marines all over 
Helmand province, and they’re widely dispersed. The reason 
we’re able to conduct such distributed operations is because of 
improved communication and surveillance systems, and those 
require batteries.” 

Wolf pointed to SPACES — portable solar panels — as 
an example of a project that’s already making a difference by 
allowing Marines to charge equipment on the battlefield, 
reducing the need for batteries. 

Still, the issue remains touchy for many Republicans, 
especially in light of other White House energy initiatives, 
including the Energy Department program that backed a loan 
to the now-bankrupt company Solyndra. 

“Should the Navy have an open-ended budget to buy fuels 
at whatever cost makes sense?” Rep. Mike Conaway (R-
Texas) asked at the Navy’s budget hearing. “Because 
renewable fuels will always be more expensive than 
conventional fuels.” 

“Your premise is absolutely wrong,” Mabus shot back. “I 
know that what we are doing is making us a better military.” 

Return to Index 
 

4. VCNO Visits Big Apple To Highlight Women's Role In Navy Today 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 07 MAR 12) ... Lt. Cmdr. Chris Servello, Vice Chief of Naval Operations Public Affairs 
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NEW YORK -- The vice chief of naval operations 
(VCNO) and a group of female Sailors visited New York 
March 7 as part of Navy efforts to commemorate International 
Women's Day and March as Women's History Month. 

Admiral Mark Ferguson participated in a United Nations 
(U.N.) discussion panel on women in non-traditional roles and 
later visited the New York Stock Exchange, where he and the 
Sailors rung the closing bell. 

"Women are serving in critical jobs in every mission the 
Navy is engaged in around the world," said Ferguson. "I 
thought that it was important to highlight our talented female 
officers, enlisted and civilians, as they are an invaluable asset 
to the strength of our Navy." 

Each year, in recognition of International Women's Day, 
there is a hosted-feature event related to the representation of 
women in the U.N. This year's panel focused on encouraging 
change in traditionally male dominated institutions, such as 
the military and police. Ferguson was asked to represent the 
U.S. Navy to share best practices and lessons learned about 
how to change culture and better employ the significant talent 
pool that women represent. 

"Women comprise 58% of college graduates in the U.S. 
today and we want that talent for the Navy now and into the 

future," said Ferguson. "Talent wins every time; women in 
visible leadership positions inspire others and demonstrate that 
our Navy seeks only the best." 

Joining Ferguson were Rear Adm. Annie Andrews, 
Director, Total Force Requirements Division, Capt. Lisa 
Franchetti, a surface warfare officer who commanded both a 
destroyer and destroyer squadron, Cmdr. Miriam Smyth, a 
career naval intelligence officer serving on the VCNO's staff, 
Lt. Sarah Flaherty, a Navy helicopter pilot, and Chief Petty 
Officer Lynn Rodriguez, a Seabee, Navy construction and 
salvage diver and 2012 Master Chief Anna Der-Vartanian 
Leadership Award winner. 

The group finished the day by visiting the New York 
Stock Exchange (NYSE), where they met with exchange 
officials and traders on the floor, before ringing the closing 
bell in support of NYSE efforts to highlight women in 
business and government. 

More than 55,000 active duty and reserve women are 
serving in the Navy, comprising 17.1 percent of the Navy 
Total Force. The Navy currently has 35 active and reserve 
female flag officers and 59 female command master chiefs. 

View Clip (RT: 0:50) 
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5. New Career Paths Open To Sailors Impacted By ERB 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 07 MAR 12) ... Chief Mass Communication Specialist Terrina Weatherspoon, Office of the Master Chief 
Petty Officer of the Navy 

WASHINGTON -- An instructor at the U.S. Naval 
Academy, Annapolis, Md., is preparing himself for a 
successful transition to civilian life as one of the 
approximately 3,000 Sailors who have been affected by the 
Enlisted Retention Board (ERB) and will be separated from 
the Navy before the end of June. 

Machinist's Mate 2nd Class Eric Sandlin was notified by 
his chain of command in October that he was not being 
retained. 

"I was very angry with the Navy at first," said Sandlin. "I 
did not think the ERB would affect me. I had given my best to 
the Navy for eight years and I was a dual-warfare qualified 
Sailor. I thought only Sailors who were performing badly 
would be separated." 

The ERB became necessary when unprecedented 
retention and low attrition rates across the Navy resulted in a 
requirement to rebalance the force. The purpose of the board 
was to reduce over-manning in ratings projected to be more 
than 103 percent manned in FY-12. In all, Sailors from 31 
overmanned ratings were affected. 

"Having to tell one of my best Sailors that he was not 
being retained was one of the hardest things I have ever done 
as a chief," said Chief Machinist's Mate Robert Inigo, the 
Engineering and Weapons Division leading chief petty officer 
for the Academy. "I felt powerless." 

However, Inigo quickly realized that he wasn't powerless. 
"The first thing we did was immediately set up a Career 

Development Board," said Inigo. "In this board, we sat down 
and discussed all of the resources available to Sandlin. A great 
tool on the Navy Personnel Command (NPC) website is the 
Navy Transition Assistance Handbook, which covers all of the 
benefits and employment opportunities, and has a great pre-
separation checklist." 

After the Career Development Board, Sandlin said he felt 
prepared and immediately signed up for the Transition 
Assistance Program (TAP), which he said is a must for anyone 
transitioning out. 

"Military One Source was another great resource," said 
Sandlin. "There were also job fairs set up. I finally decided 
that [I would apply] with the Military Sealift Command 
(MSC) because of the information I obtained from an MSC 
representative at a Fleet and Family Support Center job 
seminar." 

Sandlin also said he logged on to the website of 
Challenger, Gray and Christmas and was able to get extensive 
help with his resumé. 

"Sandlin has built up several great resumes specifically 
prepared for different possible employers," said Inigo. "He has 
applied for several jobs and is waiting to hear back from these 
employers. Overall, career-wise, he has several options, and 
we will support and encourage him in whichever career he 
chooses." 

"I feel like my chain-of-command has really helped me 
prepare for my separation by feeding me information on what 
to expect, providing many of the resources I've talked about, 
and allowing me the time to pursue my goals toward a career 
transition," said Sandlin. "I really couldn't have done it 
without the resources offered by the Navy, and a command 
willing to take the time to help me explore them." 

Sandlin's advice to other Sailors that are facing separation 
is simple. He advises them to look at all the resources 
available. However, he knows this can be overwhelming on 
your own. 

"The last thing anyone getting separated wants to hear is, 
'the resources are there, and it is up to you to seek them out,'" 
said Sandlin. "What they really need is a person in their chain 



 10

of command to spend some one-on-one time helping them 
through the process; someone to lift their spirits and help them 
through by providing support, not just a web address." 

Sandlin said he believes that with the help of a good chain 
of command every transitioning Sailor can be successful. 

"I am a good Sailor," said Sandlin. "That will never 
change. What has changed is my career path, and I can't wait 
to follow it." 
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6. Navy Force Balancing 
Chief of Naval Personnel Vice Adm. Scott R. Van Buskirk talks about the Enlisted Retention Board process 
that was followed to ensure fairness. 
(NAVY LIVE 07 MAR 12) ... Vice Adm. Scott R. Van Buskirk 

Our Navy has felt the effects of more Sailors in certain 
ratings wanting to stay in, while some other key ratings 
experienced under manning. Force structure changes and 
decisions were required to meet changing platforms and 
manning requirements. Therefore, in order to meet our global 
mission by filling billets at sea and manning the Fleet with the 
right mix of Sailors, we needed to use a combination of force-
shaping methods including the Enlisted Retention Board. 

These actions have resulted in greater retention approvals 
in Perform to Serve and expected improvements in 
advancement opportunity and promotions. Based on what we 
now know, we will not need to hold another ERB in this year 
or in fiscal year 2013 or 2014. Ideally, we will never have to 
conduct another ERB. Additionally, our past efforts to balance 
the officer corps resulted in the need to conduct a selective 
early retirement (SER) board for only two communities this 
year, the supply corps and the oceanographic community. We 
will continue to update and review our force management 
actions with a focus on ensuring the Fleet has the right balance 
of seniority, skills and experience to meet our mission, now 
and into the future. 

Because I’ve received many questions about the topic of 
the ERB process, I’d like to take a few moments and walk you 
through how each record was reviewed and how the decision 
to retain or separate was reached. 

Within each board phase, there were two portions: a quota 
portion, and a non-quota portion. For the quota portion of the 
board, records were reviewed by two board members and were 
ranked highest to lowest and then deliberated for retention 
quotas. The slate of eligible candidates selected for retention, 
and the slate for those who would not be retained, were then 
briefed to the board members for vote. Sailors who submitted 

conversion requests were then considered for conversion to 
undermanned ratings. 

In the non-quota portion, Sailors’ records were reviewed 
by two board members for substandard or marginal 
performance indicators, as outlined in the board precept. 
Retention was presumed for records without such performance 
indicators. Sailors with a negative indicator were reviewed 
against the “gold standard” listed in the precept. Then, the 
slate of eligible candidates selected for retention, and the slate 
of those who would not be retained, were briefed to the board 
members prior to the board’s vote. 

Because the selection was partly quota-driven, good 
Sailors with no performance issues competed against their 
peers in rating, paygrade and years of service. This meant 
some high-quality Sailors were not selected for retention. 
Also, because our board members took an oath of 
confidentiality, this means we cannot provide Sailors specifics 
on why the board chose them for separation. I know both of 
these factors are troubling for our Sailors, and their family 
members. I want to stress that the Navy’s board process is one 
of the most fair, equitable and unprejudiced systems we have 
in place, and our board members were dedicated to performing 
their responsibilities with the utmost commitment to this 
standard. 

The Chief of Naval Operations’ Sailing Directions call on 
the Navy to operate forward. Sailors who make the decision to 
take operational jobs will be recognized. Sustained superior 
performance at sea remains our primary performance 
benchmark. We will continue to look for opportunity to better 
man the Fleet to meet its demanding mission sets. The 
Voluntary Sea Duty Program, rolled out last month, is a prime 
example of how we will continue to adapt and posture 
ourselves for the future. 
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7. Transition Benefits: Fleet Engagement Team Holds Post-ERB Brief 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 07 MAR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist Seaman Molly A. Greendeer, Navy Public Affairs Support 
Element, East 

NORFOLK, Va. -- A Post-Enlisted Retention Board 
(ERB) Fleet Engagement team is holding transition briefs for 
ERB-affected Sailors, their families and command leadership 
at Hampton Roads installations March 5-9. 

The briefs are intended to illustrate how the ERB process 
was conducted with fairness, equity and integrity and how 
affected Sailors are afforded opportunities to assist in their 
transition to civilian life. 

During the brief, Capt. Steve Holmes, director of Military 
Community Management, discussed the ERB process. There 
were a total of 31 ratings at a manning level of 103 percent or 
more in FY-12, said Holmes. A quota was then calculated 

within those ratings to determine how many Sailors could be 
retained based on pay grade and years of service. To be ERB 
eligible Sailors had to have completed no less than seven, but 
no more than 15 years of service. 

Holmes explained that with record high retention and low 
attrition force management tools such as the Enlisted Early 
Transition and the Perform to Serve (PTS) programs were not 
producing needed results. Navy needed to rebalance the force. 

Holmes said ERB is not a punishment. Sailors not 
selected for retention did not necessarily have negative bullets 
on their evaluations. 
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"This was a game of numbers and their numbers were 
simply not as high as others in their competitive group," said 
Holmes. 

The second half of the brief highlighted benefits and 
transition assistance programs available to those affected by 
the ERB. Sailors who continue to serve in the Navy Reserve 
for at least three years beyond their initial military service 
obligation are eligible to receive full involuntary separation 
pay (ISP). Once a Sailor is deemed ineligible for retention, 
they are ineligible for advancement. Joining the Navy Reserve 
would give them the opportunity to continue to serve and still 
retire at the age of 60 with 20 years of combined active duty 
and Reserve service. 

Sailors separating as a result of ERB are eligible for 
enhanced transition assistance benefits including the services 
of Challenger, Gray and Christmas, an employment 
outplacement firm contracted to assist Sailors transitioning 
into the civilian workforce. 

Holmes said many Sailors do not realize the value of the 
education and training they have obtained during their time in 
the Navy. 

"You [ERB-affected personnel] possess a lot of skills 
folks on the outside are looking for," said Holmes. 

Before Sailors transition to the civilian world, there are 
steps they must complete to properly separate from the Navy. 
Jean Kelley, Naval Station Norfolk director of Personal 
Support Detachment was present at the brief held on board 
Naval Station Norfolk to provide information to affected 
Sailors and their families. Kelley insisted Sailors be persistent 
when filing paperwork and never assume something is being 
taken care of. 

"This is your career, this is your future, this is your money 
so you need to make sure you follow up every step of the 
way," said Kelley. 

Holmes said currently, the Navy does not expect an ERB 
for FY-13 or FY-14. 

For additional information about benefits or updates to 
ERB transition assistance, visit 
http://www.public.navy.mil/bupers-
npc/boards/ERB/Pages/TransitionInfo.aspx. 

All Hands Update 
FLTCM Scott Benning Discusses Transition Assistance 

for ERB Affected Sailors. 
View Clip (RT: 2:00) 
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CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
8. U.S. Commanders: No Plan To Cede Afghan War To CIA 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 07 MAR 12) ... Kimberly Dozier 

WASHINGTON-- U.S. military commanders said 
Wednesday there are no plans to turn the Afghan war over to 
CIA control after 2014, with special operations answering to 
American intelligence officials. 

Gen. James Mattis, who heads U.S. Central Command, 
and Adm. Bill McRaven, the special operations commander, 
told the House Armed Services Committee that they will 
continue an emphasis on special operations training of Afghan 
forces, especially at the village level. 

McRaven also defended the continued use of "night raids" 
against Afghan enemy targets, saying they are all led by 
Afghan troops. 

The commanders were giving lawmakers a bird's eye 
view of where their forces stand since last year's U.S. 
withdrawal from Iraq and where they might be headed as 
military leaders try to figure out how to draw down troops fast 
enough to meet the White House's 2014 deadline to end the 
U.S. combat role in Afghanistan. 

Pentagon staffers already have put forward a plan to hand 
over much of the war-fighting to special operations troops in 
Afghanistan. 

The chairman of the House Armed Services, Rep. Howard 
"Buck" McKeon, R-Calif., spoke of the option to add a three-
star special operations general to the structure, to help 
coordinate the drawdown and shift to a U.S. special-
operations-backed Afghan force. 

McRaven answered several questions about his proposal 
to allow him to move more of his forces more quickly around 
the globe, when asked by U.S. regional commanders to train 
local forces or supplement existing U.S. operations. He said 
none of those troop movements would move ahead without the 

request by or coordination with the regional U.S. military 
chief or ambassador. 

"I would never recommend circumventing any of those," 
McRaven said. 

The idea of turning the Afghan campaign over to the 
intelligence community after 2014 has been floated by a senior 
defense intelligence official and reported by The Associated 
Press last week. The plan is one of several possible scenarios 
that Pentagon officials are debating, but has yet to be 
presented to Defense Secretary Leon Panetta, the White House 
or Congress. 

The notion did not sit well with either McRaven or 
Mattis, when consulted by lawmakers in closed sessions, 
according to an official who was briefed on the meetings and 
who spoke on condition of anonymity to discuss private 
conversations. 

Proponents of the draft proposal say one advantage would 
be a smaller, less visible footprint, at a time when Afghan 
President Hamid Karzai is eager to show his troops in the lead 
and that U.S. troops on the way out. 

But a CIA-run war would mean that the U.S. public 
would not be informed about funding or operations, as they 
are in a traditional war. Oversight would fall to the White 
House, top intelligence officials, and those two congressional 
committees, plus a few other key lawmakers. 

While McRaven stressed repeatedly that no such plan is 
in the works, he acknowledged that when special operations 
troops are put under CIA control, as they were for last year's 
raid against Osama bin Laden, they answer to the intelligence 
agency. That means Congressional oversight falls to the 
intelligence committees, not defense oversight bodies. 
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Rep. Hank Johnson, D-Ga., expressed concern that "we 
have budgetary control...but no restriction," over when Special 

Operations Command passes off operational authority to 
intelligence agencies. 
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9. U.S. Ability To Intercept Drugs Is Declining 
Forces are stretched too thin to stop all shipments from Latin America, general says 
(LOS ANGELES TIMES 08 MAR 12) ... Brian Bennett 

WASHINGTON -- Despite intensified counter-narcotics 
efforts over the last five years, the military's ability to stop 
drug smuggling into the U.S. from Latin America has declined 
as planes and ships have been diverted to combat operations 
around the globe, according to a senior military officer. 

As a result, the Navy and Coast Guard are stopping one of 
three suspected seaborne drug shipments headed to American 
shores, Gen. Douglas Fraser, commander of the U.S. Southern 
Command, told reporters Wednesday. 

The Navy has four frigates on patrol in the Caribbean and 
along the Pacific coast of Central America — one more than 
usual — as the U.S. works with regional allies in an anti-drug 
operation aimed at pushing smugglers further offshore. 

But other military craft used to track or interdict drug 
shipments have been diverted to operations in Iraq and 
Afghanistan, the NATO-led air campaign last year in Libya, 
the coast of Somalia to hunt pirates and the Persian Gulf to 
beef up the Navy's presence as tensions build with Iran. 

"It's really the capacity to intercept that we are really 
lacking," Fraser said. 

The military has spent $6.1 billion since 2005 to help 
detect drug payloads heading to the U.S., as well as on 
surveillance and other intelligence operations, according to a 
report last year by the Senate Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs Committee. 

Some experts argue that the U.S. should focus more on 
reducing demand for narcotics and curbing cartel violence 

than on assigning more military assets to chasing drug 
smugglers. 

"This doesn't mean that the U.S. should scramble for more 
drug-interdiction boats and planes," said Vanda Felbab-
Brown, an expert on drug policy at the Brookings Institution 
think tank in Washington. 

U.S. demand for cocaine has fallen in the last two years, 
studies show, but smuggling of methamphetamines and their 
precursor chemicals has grown as traffickers shift to meet 
changing U.S. demand. 

The Obama administration has sought to increase 
cooperation with authorities in Mexico and Central American 
countries to dismantle drug cartels operating from Panama to 
the U.S. border. Officials cite improved communications, 
better training and a series of high-profile arrests. 

But critics say policymakers have little to show for their 
efforts. The epidemic of drug-related killings continues to rage 
in Mexico, and cartels show few signs of losing control of 
lucrative smuggling routes. 

Some economists and academics have argued that 
capturing illegal drug shipments drives up the price on 
American streets and serves to further enrich the cartels. 

"Any drug interdiction strategy is a Band-Aid, a 
temporary fix," said Bruce Bagley, who studies U.S. counter-
narcotics efforts at the University of Miami at Coral Gables, 
Fla. "It may reduce the supply for a short time, but what does 
get in is worth more." 
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10. USS Porter Prepares For Assignment 
USS Porter will deploy March 12 
(WAVY NBC NORFOLK 07 MAR 12) ... Art Kohn 

NORFOLK, Va. - The Norfolk-based USS Porter will 
head to its new homeport in Rota, Spain in 2015. But right 
now, the ship's crew is preparing for another important 
mission that's just days away. 

From the pier, things look pretty quiet aboard the USS 
Porter, but a closer look reveals a much different picture. 

During WAVY.com's visit, the crew was below deck 
preparing the ship's four gas turbine engines for their 
assignment with the USS Enterprise Strike Group. The 
assignment is historic, as it will be the Enterprise's final 
deployment. 

USS Porter Petty Officer Calvin Stephens has been 
working from 6 a.m. until 6:30 p.m. for days, running final 
checks on the ship's propulsion system. 

"Might even be a lighter work-load once you get going 
Calvin," 10 On Your Side's Art Kohn said. 

"That's why I'm ready to get going, sir," Stephens 
laughed. 

Topside, Sailors like GM1 William Pemberton cleaned 
the small deck guns in case they are needed in unfriendly 
waters. A 12 year veteran of the Navy, Pemberton knows 
deployments are bitter-sweet. 

"Being away from the family, that's the only bad part 
about it. But it's my duty, my job and that's what I'm here to 
do," Pemberton said. 

CT3 Heather Rodgers said, "I'm excited to see other parts, 
you know, other countries..." 

In 2015, Rodgers will be staying with the ship when it's 
homeported in Rota, Spain as part of the European Missile 
Defense System. 

Rodgers said, "It's a lot of weight on your shoulders, 
because there's a lot of information you need to know." 

But first, they sail for the Arabian Sea to provide 
maritime security in an area where tensions have been rising 
since Iran threatened to close the Strait of Hormuz. 

WAVY.com asked the ship's commander if they have 
been advised to be extra vigilant. 

Commanding Officer Martin Arriola said, "We have, 
absolutely. Ah, we train like we expect to fight and the crew is 
well attuned to the area of operations that we're expecting to 
be in and they're ready." 

The USS Porter will begin her deployment on Monday, 
March 12, the day after USS Enterprise leaves. 

View Clip (RT: 2:27) 
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11. USS Nimitz To Arrive At Naval Station Everett On Friday 
(EVERETT (WA) HERALD 07 MAR 12) ... Gale Fiege 

EVERETT -- The warship USS Nimitz (CVN 68) is 
scheduled to sail into its new homeport of Naval Station 
Everett on Friday. 

The 1,100-foot nuclear-powered aircraft carrier, with its 
nearly five-acre flight deck, will dock at the Navy pier in the 
space vacated by the USS Abraham Lincoln in early 
December. 

For most of the past year, the Nimitz has undergone a 
nearly $240 million maintenance job at the Puget Sound Naval 
Shipyard in Bremerton. The Nimitz left Naval Base Kitsap-
Bremerton on Monday for several days of sea trials. 

The Nimitz is commanded by Capt. Paul Monger, said 
Naval Station Everett public affairs officer Kristin Ching. The 
carrier is assigned to Carrier Strike Group 11, commanded by 
Rear Adm. Peter Gumataotao. 

Many families of the 3,000 Sailors aboard the Nimitz 
already have moved to Snohomish County, and Everett is 
more than ready to welcome the Nimitz, Mayor Ray 
Stephanson said. 

When Naval Station Everett was under construction in the 
early 1990s, the original plan was to make the Nimitz the 
centerpiece of the base. 

The first in its class of 10 nuclear-powered aircraft 
carriers, the Nimitz was commissioned on May 3, 1975, by 
President Gerald Ford in Newport News, Va. 

The carrier called Bremerton home from 1987 to 1997, 
and spent a little time here in Everett. But after the Nimitz 
underwent midlife refueling of its nuclear reactors from 1998 
to 2001, it was moved to San Diego in November 2001. 

The Lincoln left Everett on Dec. 7, headed for a 
deployment and then to Virginia for the refueling of its 
nuclear reactors. 

Getting the Navy to commit to replacing the Lincoln with 
the Nimitz was no small feat, Stephanson has said, and 
required lobbying by city and congressional officials. 

The decision to base the Nimitz in Everett followed a 
lengthy analysis and review, Navy officials have said. 
Locating the carrier here ensures long-term strategic dispersal 
of warships from the West Coast and saves the Navy more 
than $100 million in housing costs and transportation. Factors 
that were considered included the quality of life for Sailors 
and their families and the welcoming community. 

The Nimitz is named after Navy Adm. Chester William 
Nimitz, a five-star admiral who died in 1966. 
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12. HSV 2 Departs Haiti 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 07 MAR 12) ... Lt. Matthew Comer, High Speed Vessel-Southern Partnership Station 2012 Public Affairs 

CAP HAITIEN, Haiti -- High Speed Vessel (HSV) 2 
Swift departed Cap-Haitien, Haiti, March 6, the final stop of 
its four-month mission during HSV-Southern Partnership 
Station 2012 (HSV-SPS 12). 

Swift held a closing ceremony aboard, March 5, which 
was attended by Minister Theirry Mayard Paul, Haitian 
minister of the Interior, to recognize the first port visit by a 
U.S. Navy ship and the partnerships made during the three-
week port visit to Cap-Haitian. 

"In just three weeks, you have been able to build an 
indelible partnership in the northeastern part of Haiti. One that 
can withstand the test of time," said Paul. "I am here today, 
deeply humbled and greatly encouraged by your dedication 
and action." 

During Swift's visit, American military teams participated 
in subject matter expert exchanges (SMEEs) with their Haitian 
peers during the visit. A detachment of nine Marines aboard 
Swift partnered with a U.N. training team from the Haitian 
National Police (HNP) Academy to provide instruction in 
martial arts, non-lethal weapons, leadership and pistol 
marksmanship. Thirty-eight HNP from the northern region of 
Haiti participated in the joint training, which was held at the 
U.N. Chilean battalion in Cap-Haitian. 

"We are grateful to the people of Haiti for hosting us and 
inviting us to work alongside them during our visit," said 
Cmdr. Garry Wright, HSV-SPS 12 mission commander. "This 
opportunity has allowed us to celebrate our continued 
partnership and in turn, increase our cooperation in the 
Caribbean and Latin America." 

A team of 19 Seabees from Naval Mobile Construction 
Battalion (NMCB) 23 and five U.S. Marines worked with a 

team of U.N. Indonesian construction engineers in Caracol, 
Haiti. The project included renovations at the Caracol National 
School, the Caracol Dispensary and a local recreation facility, 
which will benefit 14,000 community members. 

"The United States is part of an international effort here in 
Haiti," said Daniel Foote, deputy chief of missions, U.S. 
Embassy in Haiti. "During their time here, the crew of the 
Swift concentrated on health and security, working with the 
Ministry of Public Health, the Haitian national police, and the 
National port Authority to increase the capacity to serve the 
Haitian people." 

The Swift's Naval Criminal Investigative Service (NCIS) 
team conducted SMEEs with the Haitian national port 
authority. The team discussed threat identification and 
detection in a maritime environment with their 44 Haitian 
partners. The two one-week SMEEs concluded in practical 
exercises that included vehicle inspection and suspect 
detention. 

"We hope that the information we shared improves 
security for the port," said Lt. j.g. Dylan Harmon, NCIS team 
member. "Additionally, we want to continue to work together 
to understand the threats we face and how to address those 
threats in our security posture throughout the region." 

A medical and veterinary team from Swift worked with 
local healthcare providers from Justinian Hospital in Cap-
Haitian. The team will discussed basic health care, diagnoses, 
prognoses and treatment and prevention of disease. 

Swift arrived in Cap-Haitien Feb. 15, and offloaded more 
than $4 million dollars of Project Handclasp school and 
medical supplies to be distributed throughout Haiti by non-
government organizations. Haiti was the final stop on the 
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HSV-SPS 12 mission, which will return to Naval Station 
Mayport. The ship has visited Dominican Republic, El 

Salvador, Guatemala, Peru and Panama during its mission. 
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13. NMCB 7 Completes Mescall Water Well 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 07 MAR 12) ... Chief Mass Communication Specialist Yan Kennon, Naval Mobile Construction Battalion 7 

ZABUL PROVINCE, Afghanistan -- After five weeks of 
around-the-clock operations, Seabees assigned to U.S. Naval 
Mobile Construction Battalion (NMCB) 7 Water Well 
Detachment successfully completed the drilling of their first 
fresh water well at Forward Operating Base (FOB) Mescall. 

The detachment of Seabees departed the Battalion's 
mainbody site at Kandahar Airfield Feb. 7 and began base 
camp setup the next day at FOB Mescall, located 4,595 feet 
above sea level in the Shah Joy District of Zabul Province. 

Detachment personnel were divided into three separate 
crews (towers), led by Equipment Operator 1st Class Michal 
Shafer, Equipment Operator 2nd Class Mark Palmer and 
Construction Mechanic 2nd Class Scott Klausner. Each crew 
worked equal eight hour shifts, through snow, high winds and 
single digit temperatures to keep the drilling operations going 
24 hours a day. 

The crew was prepared to drill in excess of 1,200 feet for 
its projected water table, but hit its mark after drilling through 
903 feet of sand, stone, and clay. 

The Seabees' success did not come without minor 
setbacks. Delays in getting needed fuel and water, due to a 
two-day snow storm, were a couple of obstacles the Seabees 
had to overcome. 

"Fuel and water shortages really compressed our drilling 
timelines," said Equipment Operator 1st Class Michal Shafer, 
a native of Sioux Falls, S.D. and assistant officer in charge. 
"But I had very high confidence in our crew that we would 
finish this mission on schedule. That's what Seabees do, 
complete their mission and prepare for the next." 

The Seabees began the exploratory drilling using a 6 inch 
pilot hole, sampling the earth at predetermined depths. The 
Seabees hit their first water formation at 500 feet. After testing 
water samples, they decided to continue drilling where they hit 
another water table and their ultimate stopping point at 903 
feet. At that point, the crew widened the borehole and installed 
casings, screens and gravel pack to allow water to flow into 
the well and keep unwanted materials, such as sand and dirt 
out. 

Next the crew mixed and pumped cement between the 
casing and borehole wall, a method often referred to as 
"grouting the well", to make a sanitary seal to prevent any 
downward leakage of contaminants from the surface, which 

also prevents intermixing of ground water between water-
bearing zones encountered while drilling. 

The Seabees then developed the well, the final step before 
declaring the well operational. Development is a procedure 
used to maximize the well yield. The two main reasons for 
well development are to clean the filter cake from the borehole 
wall and to remove unwanted sediments and particles from the 
pipe so that water will flow more freely into the well. 

The well completion at FOB Mescall, named after U.S. 
Army Maj. Brian Mescall who was killed January 2009 when 
an improvised explosive device (IED) detonated near his 
vehicle in Jaldak while supporting Operation Enduring 
Freedom, allows the Romanian army controlled FOB to be 
completely self-sufficient without concern for cost consuming 
water contracts. 

"This is our team's first official drill down range," said 
Chief Equipment Operator Jerry Greer, a native of Helena, 
Ark. and the detachment's officer in charge. "Drilling this well 
provided a lot of good training for our crew, which will make 
the next drill easier for us. We're very happy with the results 
and are looking forward to our next assignment." 

The Seabees will return back to the battalion's mainbody 
site to make minor equipment repairs and perform scheduled 
maintenance before redeploying to their next drilling site, 
which has yet to be determined. 

NMCB 7 deployed to the Combined Joint Operations 
Area - Afghanistan, from its homeport of Gulfport, Miss. Jan. 
9, to provide a highly responsive and maneuverable engineer 
force and resources to conduct contingency, mobility and 
general engineering support operations across supported 
commander's lines of operation throughout CENTCOM, to 
improve the operational capabilities of Coalition forces. 

NMCB 7, often referred to as the "Magnificent Seven", is 
one of the original 10 Seabee battalions authorized by the 
Chief of the Navy's Bureau of Yards and Docks, in 1942, and 
is currently one of nine active NMCBs in the Naval 
Construction Force, a military engineering force of nearly 
17,000 active and Reserve Component Seabees operating 
worldwide. Upon completion of their current deployment, 
NMCB 7 will decommission Sept. 30 as part of the Fiscal 
Year 2012 force reduction plan. 
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14. Fleet Antiterrorism Security Team Pacific Participates In Army Mass Casualty Exercise 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 07 MAR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class James Norman, U.S. 7th Fleet Public Affairs 

CAMP RODRIGUEZ, Republic of Korea -- Marines 
assigned to Fleet Antiterrorism Security Team Pacific 
(FASTPAC), 2nd Company, 2nd Platoon, participated in a 
joint medical mass casualty exercise with Army personnel of 
121st Combat Support Hospital March 5. 

The Marines served as casualties for personnel assigned 
to 121st Combat Support Hospital, based out of Camp 
Yongsan, Republic of Korea, during the field training exercise 
to test their surgical combat readiness skills. 

"I really appreciated having 35 - 40 Marine to serve as 
casualties to put us under stress," said Commander of 121st 
Combat Support Hospital, U.S. Army Col. Bret Ackerman, 
commander of 121st Combat Support Hospital, "both in our 
personnel and in our equipment." 

Approximately 133 Army personnel from the 121st 
Combat Support Hospital were at Camp Rodriguez testing 
their ability to support a 44 bed combat support hospital. 
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Throughout the field training exercise, Marine and Army 
personnel were carried on stretchers into field hospital tents 
and treated for simulated, combat associated injuries to 
include, gunshot wounds, blast wounds, broken bones and 
other various injuries. 

"This is my fourth time here and this time has been the 
most unique," said U.S. Army Capt. John Wolf, company 
commander of Bravo Company, 121st Combat Support 
Hospital. 

Wolf added that this was the first time so many U.S. 
Marines were afforded the opportunity to incorporate 
themselves into the medical field training exercises. 

U.S. Marine Capt. Derek Rey, the platoon commander of 
FASTPAC, 2nd Company, 2nd Platoon, said the exercise was 
extremely valuable. 

"I think the Marines who took part learned a lot about 
tactical casualty care. They will be able to bring the lessons 
learned from this exercise back with them," Rey added. 

The Marines are at Camp Rodriquez conducting urban 
warfare, conventional infantry tactical training, live-fire 
ranges and improving weapons marksmanship as part of Fleet 
Antiterrorism Security Team exercise 2012. 
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15. USS Halsey Sailors Enjoy Port Visit In Victoria, Seychelles 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 07 MAR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Christopher Farrington, USS Halsey Public Affairs 

VICTORIA, Seychelles -- Sailors aboard guided-missile 
destroyer USS Halsey (DDG 97) enjoyed a port visit in 
Seychelles, March 2-6. 

After being underway for 49 consecutive days conducting 
anti-piracy operations, Sailors were able to relax and enjoy 
time ashore enjoying the many restaurants, markets and 
beaches Seychelles had to offer. 

"Seychelles was a lot of fun," said Gas Turbine Systems 
(Technician) Fireman Brandon McClain. "I really enjoyed 
hanging out at the beach and getting to know the locals." 

Several Sailors attended community service events, 
including helping refurbish playgrounds at St. Elizabeth's 
Orphanage. 

"It's always great to be able to lend a helping hand to 
those who need it," said Operations Specialist 2nd Class 
Charles Soto. "Not only were we able to help out but we were 
also able to relax and interact with the people of Seychelles." 

Sailors also had the opportunity to enjoy "Carnaval des 
Carnavals," a three-day celebration of the diverse ethnicities, 

cultures and customs of Seychelles. Representatives from the 
world's most famous carnivals paraded colorful floats and 
performed for attendees. 

"The carnival celebration was absolutely amazing," said 
Personnel Specialist 3rd Class Jose Campos. "I think the 
vibrant music, and colorful floats, really brought out all of 
what Seychelles represents, the 'Enjoyment of Life." 

Halsey's leadership believes this port visit will help the 
morale of the ship as they continue their mission. 

"This port visit was a chance for Sailors to recharge their 
batteries, relax, have some fun in the sun and enjoy the culture 
of Seychelles," said Cmdr. Ann McCann, Halsey's executive 
officer. "They deserved this break for all the hard work they 
put into the mission on a daily basis." 

Halsey is the flagship for Combined Task Force 151, a 
multinational, mission-based task force working under 
Combined Maritime Forces, to conduct counter-piracy 
operations in Southern Red Sea, Gulf of Aden, Somali Basin, 
Arabian Sea, and Indian Ocean. 
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GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
16. Top Pentagon Officials Stress Risks In Syria 
(NEW YORK TIMES 08 MAR 12) ... Elisabeth Bumiller And Rick Gladstone 

WASHINGTON — The Pentagon’s top two officials said 
Wednesday that President Obama had asked for preliminary 
military options to respond to the increasingly violent Syria 
conflict, but they emphasized the risks and said that the 
administration still believed that diplomatic and economic 
pressure was the best way to protect Syrians from the Assad 
government’s repression. 

The appraisal by Gen. Martin E. Dempsey, chairman of 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff, and Defense Secretary Leon E. 
Panetta, in Senate testimony, reflected increased concern 
about the year-old uprising in Syria, in which more than 7,500 
people have been killed, according to United Nations 
estimates. Their comments also reflected the politicization of 
the Syria conflict in the United States during a presidential 
election year. Mr. Obama, who ended the war in Iraq and is 
moving to do the same in Afghanistan, has expressed 
reluctance to enter a new military conflict and characterized 
statements by his Republican adversaries as hawkish. 

General Dempsey and Mr. Panetta spoke two days after 
Senator John McCain, Republican of Arizona, who lost to Mr. 

Obama in 2008, became the first senator to call for American 
airstrikes on Syria as “the only realistic way” to stop what he 
called a slaughter there. Both General Dempsey and Mr. 
Panetta faced sharp questions during their testimony before 
the Senate Armed Services Committee from Mr. McCain, who 
is the panel’s ranking Republican. 

Their exchanges came as the conflict in Syria took some 
striking new turns. The United Nations’ top relief official, 
Valerie Amos, visited the ravaged Syrian city of Homs — the 
first inspection there by an independent outside observer since 
President Bashar al-Assad ordered a military assault of the 
city’s armed resistance more than a month ago. Syrian activist 
groups reported ominous signs on Wednesday that Mr. 
Assad’s forces would now direct their campaign northward to 
Idlib Province, where the Free Syrian Army, a group 
composed mostly of army defectors, is challenging his 
authority. 

General Dempsey told senators that the options under 
review included humanitarian airlifts, naval monitoring, aerial 
surveillance of the Syrian military and the establishment of a 
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no-fly zone. Specifically, he said that “the president of the 
United States, through the national security staff, has asked us 
to begin the commander’s estimate,” a term for an initial 
assessment of a situation and potential courses of military 
action. 

Mr. Panetta, who spoke alongside General Dempsey, told 
the committee that military review was in the earliest stages. 
“We have not done the detailed planning because we are 
waiting for the direction of the president to do that,” he said. 
Modern commanders in chief have routinely asked for military 
options during foreign crises, and the Pentagon as part of its 
daily business draws up contingency plans for a wide range of 
potential conflicts. 

Mr. Panetta and General Dempsey spent much time 
explaining the difficulties of military action. Mr. Panetta said 
intervention could expedite a civil war in the country and 
make an explosive situation worse. He said bluntly that the 
Obama administration recognized “that there are limitations of 
military force, especially with U.S. boots on the ground.” He 
added that “it doesn’t make sense” for the United States to act 
alone, without a coalition of allies, as was the case in Libya. 

Ms. Amos, the United Nations under secretary general 
and emergency relief coordinator, arrived in Syria for a two-
day visit to assess the country’s relief needs. She accompanied 
a team from the Syrian Arab Red Crescent into the Baba Amr 
neighborhood of Homs, which had suffered enormous 
destruction and where activists have reported hundreds of 
civilian deaths. 

She made no statement about what she observed, but a 
spokeswoman at the United Nations, Amanda Pitt, said that 
Ms. Amos had told her via telephone that the neighborhood 
was “pretty devastated,” largely devoid of people and 
punctuated by occasional gunfire. 

“She wanted to go to Homs and Baba Amr to try and get a 
sense for herself of the impact of the fighting — and of the 
lack of humanitarian access — and to get there as soon as 
possible,” Ms. Pitt said in an e-mail. She said Foreign Minister 
Walid al-Moallem of Syria, her host, had told Ms. Amos that 
she “would be able to go wherever she wanted.” 

The state-run Syrian Arab News Agency made no 
mention of Ms. Amos’s visit to Homs, but reported her arrival 
in Syria earlier on Wednesday and quoted Mr. Moallem as 
saying that the government was trying to respond to 
emergency civilian needs “despite the burdens it faces because 
of the unfair sanctions imposed by some Arab and Western 
countries on Syria.” 

Accounts of torture and deprivation in Homs, conveyed 
by fleeing civilians, have been denounced as enemy 
propaganda by the government of Mr. Assad, who has 
belittled the mass demonstrations against him and insisted that 
his forces have been battling foreign-backed terrorism. While 

China and Russia, his biggest foreign supporters, have 
defeated attempts by the United Nations Security Council to 
condemn Mr. Assad and hold him accountable, fractures have 
surfaced. 

On Monday, Russia’s prime minister and president-elect, 
Vladimir V. Putin, reaffirmed his support for Mr. Assad but 
said he did not know how much longer Mr. Assad’s 
government would last. On Wednesday, China announced it 
was withdrawing most of its workers from Syria, reflecting 
what appeared to be declining confidence in Mr. Assad’s 
powers of governance. 

Syria’s deputy oil minister, Abdo Hussameldin, 
announced his defection on a YouTube video, Reuters 
reported early Thursday, which would make him first high-
ranking civilian official to abandon the Assad government 
since the uprising began. 

The authenticity of the video, which was filmed at an 
undisclosed location, could not be confirmed. 

“I Abdo Hussameldin, deputy oil and mineral wealth 
minister in Syria, announce my defection from the regime, 
resignation from my position and withdrawal from the Baath 
Party. I join the revolution of this dignified people,” Mr. 
Hussameldin says in the video, which was uploaded 
Wednesday and seen early on Thursday. 

“I say to this regime: you have inflicted on those who you 
claim are your people a whole year of sorrow and sadness, 
denying them basic life and humanity and driving Syria to the 
edge of the abyss,” he says, adding that the country’s economy 
is “near collapse.” 

Mr. Assad appointed Mr. Hussameldin, 58, to his position 
through a presidential decree in 2009. 

Wearing a suit and tie, Mr. Hussameldin looked relaxed 
as he stared directly into the camera in a tight head and 
shoulders shot, appearing to read from a prepared statement on 
his lap as he sat on a dark gray chair against a yellow 
background. 

”I have been in government for 33 years,” he said. “I did 
not want to end my career serving the crimes of this regime. I 
have preferred to do what is right although I know that this 
regime will burn my house and persecute my family.” 

Public defections have remained rare among the civilian 
branches of the state, which Mr. Assad’s opponents attribute 
to the tight control of the secret police and the fear of 
retribution against families of any would-be defectors. 

In late August, the attorney general of Hama Province, 
Mohammad al-Bakkour, declared in a YouTube video that he 
had resigned in protest against the suppression of street 
demonstrations and the storming of the city of Hama by tanks, 
according to Reuters. Mr. Bakkour has not been heard from 
since and some opposition sources say the video was made 
under pressure from rebels. 
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17. Israeli Officials Voice Skepticism Of Iran’s Nuclear Intentions 
(NEW YORK TIMES 08 MAR 12) ... Isabel Kershner 

JERUSALEM — A day after global powers said they 
would resume nuclear talks with Iran, Israeli officials 
expressed skepticism on Wednesday of Tehran’s intentions 
and said it was necessary to maintain a credible military 
option if the talks were to have any chance of success. 

”There is no doubt that Iran is agreeing to talks because it 
is feeling squeezed by the sanctions and because it 
understands that there is more than one alternative on the 
table,” Yaakov Amidror, Israel’s national security adviser, 
told Army Radio. He also cautioned against allowing Iran to 
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use the talks as “an umbrella under which it continues to 
develop its military capability.” 

But he said that nobody would be happier than the Israelis 
if the Iranians agreed to give up their nuclear aspirations. 

In Tehran, Ali Larijani, the speaker of Parliament, 
cautioned the West that negotiations conducted under pressure 
would not bear results. 

“If they want to continue the same path of pressure, 
intimidation and threat it will have no achievements for them 
because one cannot get concessions from Iran through 
threats,” Mr. Larijani said, according to the Mehr news 
agency. 

Western powers “know that Iran is not after nuclear 
weapons, but their intention of creating such a commotion is 
to stonewall Iran’s progress and damage Iran’s reputation 
among Muslim countries,” Mr. Larijani, a former chief nuclear 
negotiator, was quoted as saying. 

Most Western powers say they believe Iranian scientists 
are seeking the ability to produce nuclear weapons, but Tehran 
says its uranium enrichment program is for peaceful purposes. 
American intelligence officials say they believe Iran has not 
made a final decision on whether to build a bomb. 

On Tuesday, the powers that deal with the Iranian nuclear 
dispute said that they had accepted an Iranian offer to restart 
negotiations that collapsed more than a year ago. 

“I have offered to resume talks with Iran on the nuclear 
issue,” said Catherine Ashton, the European Union’s foreign 
affairs chief, who represents the United States, Russia, China, 
France, Britain and Germany in dealings with Iran. “We hope 
that Iran will now enter into a sustained process of 
constructive dialogue which will deliver real progress.” 

Those hopes, however, were tempered by assessments 
that previous rounds of discussions have not slowed Iran’s 
enrichment program. 

Shabtai Shavit, a former director of the Israeli intelligence 
agency, the Mossad, noted that “in the past, every time the 
Iranians agreed to talk, the reason for their agreeing was to 
buy time in order to advance the development of their nuclear 
program.” 

Speaking to Israeli radio, he added, “They didn’t invent 
this ruse, they learned it from the North Koreans.” 

Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, returning from 
consultations in Canada and the United States, during which 
he held talks with President Obama at the White House, 
expressed impatience with efforts to use economic sanctions 
and diplomatic pressure to try to force Iran to freeze its 
nuclear enrichment program. 

”We have a mighty country and a strong army,” Mr. 
Netanyahu said after he returned Wednesday. “We have many 
friends who stand by our side and who will stand by our side 
at all times.” 

In contrast to Mr. Netanyahu, Mr. Obama made a forceful 
case for diplomacy in a televised news conference on 
Tuesday, criticizing Republicans in Congress and in the 
presidential campaign for “beating the drums for war.” 

Some Western analysts said the resumption of 
negotiations could relieve rising pressure from Israel to use 
military force against Iran, but the failure of the talks could 
offer a rationale for military strikes. 

Liran Dan, the head of the prime minister’s National 
Information Directorate, told Army Radio that although there 
was no American approval for an Israeli military strike against 
Iran, “There wasn’t an unequivocal prohibition either.” He 
added that people talked a lot about the consequences of 
attacking, “but Obama and Netanyahu discussed the 
consequences of not attacking.” 

“The prime minister has managed to convince the world 
that Iran is a threat,” Mr. Dan said. “These are Netanyahu’s 
accomplishments.” 
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18. Philippines, U.S. Set Date For Annual Exercise 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 07 MAR 12) 

MANILA — The Philippines said March 7 it would hold 
its large-scale annual Balikatan military exercise with the U.S. 
next month near an area where it is locked in a tense territorial 
sea dispute with China. 

The maneuvers, which this year will involve nearly 7,000 
troops, will reinforce the close military ties between the 
longtime allies, said armed forces chief Lt. Gen. Jessie 
Dellosa. 

"The cooperation between the two armed forces manifests 
the unswerving dedication and commitment of our security 
forces toward a more stable and secure Asia-Pacific region," 
Dellosa said in a statement. 

About 4,500 U.S. troops will join 2,300 Filipino 
counterparts in various exercises April 16-27 on the main 
island of Luzon and in Palawan. 

Palawan is an island on the Philippines' southwest coast 
facing the South China Sea. 

China and Taiwan claim all of the South China Sea, while 
the Philippines, Vietnam, Malaysia and Brunei have 
overlapping claims to parts of it. 

The territorial dispute over the waters, which are believed 
to sit atop vast deposits of gas and oil, has for decades been 
regarded as one of Asia's potential military flashpoints. 

Tensions rose last year after the Philippines and Vietnam 
accused China of becoming increasingly aggressive in staking 
its claims. 

The Philippines alleged last year that Chinese vessels 
fired on Filipino fishermen and harassed an oil exploration 
vessel in its waters. 

The Philippines responded by calling for stepped-up 
military ties with the U.S., triggering an angry response from 
China, which does not want American involvement in the 
dispute. 

China claims waters close to the western edge of Palawan. 
However, waters to the eastern side of Palawan are 
uncontested by China. The Philippine military declined to say 
exactly where in Palawan next month’s military exercises 
would take place. 

The U.S. Embassy in Manila said in a statement the 
exercises would include computer-simulated command post 
drills, multiple field exercises, as well as medical, engineering, 
humanitarian and civic activities. 
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19. Naval Base Work Starts Despite Protest 
Police break up protesters as activists, politicians join demonstrations 
(KOREA HERALD 07 MAR 12) ... Choi He-suk 

The preparations for building a naval base on Jeju Island 
got under way on Wednesday amid protests from activists and 
local residents. 

The contractors began demolition work by removing parts 
of the 1.2 kilometer rock outcrop and existing breakwater 
features to clear the way for construction of the base. 

Those opposing the base construction claim that the 
outcropping, which they refer to as “Gureombi Rock,” has 
high geological value as it is the country’s only wetland 
formed in a rocky environment. 

The contractors were met by hundreds of activists, about 
100 of whom chained themselves to vehicles in an effort to 
deny them access to the construction site. 

Jeju council member Kim Young-shim of the Unified 
Progressive Party is taken away by the police after she tried to 
stop vehicles barricading a bridge near the site of the Jeju 
naval base from being towed away on Wednesday. The 
contractors building the base began demolition work to 
remove rocks and man-made features from the area. 

However, the barricade was quickly removed by the 
police as about 12 participants, including Jeju council member 
Kim Young-shim of the Unified Progressive Party, were 
removed from the scene. 

Although the demolition of the rock itself was delayed, 
the first explosion was carried out at about 11:20 a.m. as the 
contractors began clearing the existing breakwater features in 
the area. 

In response, the Jeju government has begun taking steps 
to halt the work. 

The island government has requested the Navy’s 
cooperation, saying that it will issue an order for a temporary 
cessation of the work until a “clear judgment” can be made on 
whether two 150,000-ton cruise ships can dock at the facility. 

The Jeju government also said it will hold a hearing in 
accordance with the Public Waters Management Act and 
requested the Navy to halt all work for the duration of the 
process. 

“The governor can issue an order to stop the work, but the 
Minister of Land, Transport and Maritime Affairs has the 
authority to overrule it if the order is deemed unjustified,” a 
Ministry of National Defense official said. He also said that 
the Jeju governor can intervene as the planned facility is 
designed to serve military and civilian purposes. Under the 

Special Act on the Establishment of Jeju Special Self-
governing Province and the Development of Free International 
City, the Jeju government’s autonomy does not extend to 
foreign affairs, defense and judicial matters. 

In a statement, the ministry said that while it will 
cooperate with the hearing process, the construction will be 
conducted according to plan. 

The ministry also said that it will draw up 
countermeasures in accordance with related procedures if the 
Jeju government issues administrative orders to stop the 
construction. 

While the protesters say that “Gureombi Rock” needs to 
be protected, the Ministry of National Defense says that such a 
landscape is found all across Jeju Island, and that only a 
limited part of the area will be demolished. 

“There is no such thing as a special Gureombi Rock. The 
term refers to a rocky outcropping where gureombi trees are 
found. Such rocks can be found everywhere on Jeju,” the 
Defense Ministry’s spokesman said in a recent press briefing. 

According to the ministry, the “Gureombi Rock” is 
named after the gureombi tree, which is commonly found in 
Jeju and the southern coast of Korea. Gureombi is an 
evergreen belonging to the same family as laurels and are 
found in Jeju and other southern areas of Korea. 

“The majority (of the outcropping) will be conserved, and 
there are many cases where similar rocks were removed in the 
process of expanding ports on Jeju.” 

Although the plans for the naval base, which the 
government refers to a military-civilian tourism port, were 
confirmed by the government on Feb. 29. Those opposing the 
facility have continued to fight the process. 

At the time, the Prime Minister’s Office said that 
simulations have shown that the design of the facility allowed 
for two 150,000-ton cruise ships and that some changes will 
be made to accommodate the demands of the opposition. 

However, those opposing the facility argue that the 
simulations, carried out by the Korea Maritime University on 
behalf of the Defense Ministry from December to February, 
could not be trusted to be unbiased. 

As it tries to stop or delay the construction of the facility, 
the Jeju government on Tuesday requested that the work be 
halted and that it and the Navy collaborate in verifying the 
plans again. 
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20. Asia 2012 Military Spending To Top Europe's-Report 
(REUTERS 07 MAR 12) ... Peter Apps 

LONDON - Asian military spending will top that of 
Europe in 2012 for the first time in centuries, a global defence 
survey said on Wednesday, pointing to high regional 
economic growth and an increasingly ambitious China. 

The London-based International Institute for Strategic 
Studies said U.S. military spending was also falling with 
withdrawal from Iraq and Afghanistan - although 
Washington's $739 billion budget still dwarfs that of other 
nations. 

With the Pentagon explicitly refocusing its strategic 
attention on Asia, the annual Military Balance report said it 
was clear that a major historical shift was underway. 

With China's military spending - an estimated $89 billion 
in 2011 - roughly doubling every five years, other growing 
Asian states were also funnelling money into their military 
programmes, the report said. That brought conflict risks. 
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"There's no doubt we are seeing a major shift," John 
Chipman, IISS director-general John Chipman told Reuters on 
the sidelines of the report's launch. 

"What we see in Asia is just about every kind of strategic 
challenge - from 19th century style territorial disputes to 
economic rivalry and potential new nuclear weapons states ... 
We need to manage that." 

Diplomatic effort and confidence-building measures were 
necessary to stop disputes between a variety of Asian powers 
in the South China Sea and elsewhere - together with other 
regional and economic rivalries - from escalating, he said. 

The United States has said it will move additional military 
resources to Asia, including marines to Australia and combat 
vessels to Singapore. 

Beijing has condemned such plans, accusing Washington 
of being unnecessarily belligerent. Australia, Indonesia, 
Vietnam, Singapore, Thailand, India and other nations in the 
region are also increasing their forces, particularly naval craft. 

Middle East Focus Already Declining? 
In the short term, Chipman said it was important not to 

overstate Beijing's capability or ambitions. Despite 
considerable investment, he said, China still lacked a working 
aircraft carrier although it continues to conduct trials with a 
former Soviet carrier. In contrast, the United States had 11 
powerful super carriers, although some are always in refit. 

China continues to maintain many more personnel, about 
2.3 million compared to 1.6 million by the United States. But 
even if current trends were to continue, IISS says it would take 

about 20 years for Beijing to match Washington's current 
military spend. 

Beset by economic crisis and with few immediate security 
threats, however, Europe's military clout is seen declining. 

Defence spending for European members of NATO had 
dropped below that of Asia, even if Australia and New 
Zealand were stripped from the Asian figure. 

Last year's Libya conflict, the IISS said, showed what 
could be done with a small number of sophisticated military 
assets. But it also highlighted serious shortcomings in 
Europe's defence capabilities - such as surveillance, air-to-air 
refuelling and munition stocks - that had to be filled by the 
United States. 

"It's clear that Europe is now focusing much more on the 
21st century rather than the 19th century style of managing 
conflict - more institutions, more diplomacy, more multilateral 
engagement, less pure focus on military power," Chipman 
said. 

Despite the current focus on Iran and worries of conflict 
over its nuclear programme, Chipman said Western military 
interest in the region also already seemed to be on the wane. 

"The countries that have been close to the United States - 
Israel, Saudi Arabia, United Arab Emirates - are already 
worrying that the United States is losing its vocation for the 
region," he said, pointing to rising local defence budgets. "But 
for now the U.S. focus cannot just be on Asia because of the 
importance of the Middle East." 
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PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
21. Navy Team Is Briefing Displaced Sailors 
(NEWPORT NEWS DAILY PRESS 07 MAR 12) ... Hugh Lessig 

NAVAL STATION NORFOLK — Navy Capt. Steve 
Holmes has heard most of the complaints. 

Holmes is making the rounds at U.S. naval installations to 
brief Sailors being forced out due to a service-wide 
downsizing. The Navy will trim slightly less than 3,000 from 
its ranks, focusing on men and women with seven to 15 years 
of experience in jobs that were overstaffed. 

The mechanism for downsizing was the Enlisted 
Retention Board, or ERB, which looked at more than 15,300 
Sailors. Of that number, about 2,900 will not be retained, 
which is less than 1 percent of the Navy's current force. 

Holmes, was in Norfolk Monday to meet with Sailors and 
families. The Navy allowed media coverage on condition that 
those attending not be identified. 

The questions were polite, but pointed. 
A woman who identified herself as a Navy wife said her 

husband is being forced to leave the service after 14 years. 
Why, she asked, couldn't the Navy have asked for volunteers 
— Sailors who wanted to get out — instead of targeting 
people like her husband who wanted a career. 

"I just think there was a better route to take than the 
ERB," she said. 

"There was a voluntary process," Holmes said patiently. 
"But it wasn't getting us where we needed to go." 

Another Sailor said there is a great deal of frustration due 
to a lack of feedback. 

"I know why I'm getting kicked out," this Sailor said. 
"But a lot of people don't." 

You don't get specific feedback on deliberations, Holmes 
answered. 

One by one, Holmes fielded questions and observations 
from the small group at Naval Station Norfolk – about a dozen 
uniformed Sailors and a handful of family members. He also 
walked them through the rationale behind forming the ERB in 
the first place: For a Navy that had to get smaller, it was seen 
as the fairest way to decide who should leave. 

But most of his time was spent trying to look ahead. 
Holmes said the Navy is trying to do its part to ease the 

transition. He is the director of Military Community 
Management in Navy Personnel Command. The briefing he 
provided Tuesday afternoon was among a series scheduled 
around Hampton Roads. 

He went over various compensation and assistance 
programs and introduced Mike McCalip a representative of 
Challenger, Gray and Christmas, a Chicago-based job 
placement firm. 

McCalip was bullish on the job prospects for the 2,900 
displaced Sailors. 

"The ones that are in the high-tech skill sets are very 
appealing," he said. "People talk about a tough job market. 
The reason it's a tough job market is that people aren't willing 
to move sometimes, aren't willing to go to the jobs are." 
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About 1,600 of the 2,900 displaced Sailors have contacted 
his firm. 

McCalip says his company generally places at least 90 
percent of its clients in new jobs that are equal to or better than 

their old ones. He's predicting the same for this group of 
Sailors. 
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22. Career Development Boards Chart Course for Navy Career 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 07 MAR 12) ... Navy Personnel Command-PMW 240 Public Affairs 

MILLINGTON, Tenn. -- Ensuring commands conduct 
Career Development Boards (CDB) and document them in 
Career Information Management System (CIMS) is an 
important job of the career development team as CDBs 
become the backbone of a Sailor's career in setting goals and 
guiding educational courses. 

"Career counselors use CIMS to track, coordinate and 
document CDBs," said Chief Navy Counselor (AW/SW) Greg 
Hansen, OPNAV Fleet Introduction Team. "When the Sailor's 
career desires are recorded in CIMS it becomes part of a 
permanent record that can follow the Sailor throughout his or 
her career." 

CDBs are required for all Sailors upon reporting to a 
command, after six months on board, at 12-months on board 
and at 12-month intervals thereafter. Official guidance is 
contained in OPNAVINST 1040.11D, Navy Enlisted 
Retention and Career Development Program. 

Typical topics covered during a CDB include watch-
standing qualifications, continued education goals, 
advancement, short- and long-term career objectives, Perform-
to-Serve (PTS) and Armed Services Vocational Aptitude 
Battery (ASVAB) scores. Leadership can use CDBs to learn 
the priorities of the Sailor and align the Sailor's priorities to 
the needs of the Navy. 

Following the CBD, the detailed minutes and 
recommendations are captured in CIMS by the career 
counselor or member of the chain of command authorized by 
the command for documentation. This includes what was 
discussed and is used to help keep the current and future 
commands informed of the Sailor's progress and career goals. 

With full access to the Electronic Service Record (ESR) 
for each Sailor, the career counselor is able to gain a thorough 
understanding of the Sailors' experience and performance, 
resulting in recommendations best tailored to the Sailor and to 
more precisely tailor a career development path. 

CIMS is available to all shore commands with Internet 
access and on board 150 ships using CIMS Afloat on the Navy 
Standard Integrated Personnel (NSIPS) server. As the Navy's 
primary business solution for human resources management, 
NSIPS is the system and data platform on which CIMS 
operates. The primary function of CIMS is to assist career 
counselors and those responsible with tracking, conducting 
and documenting CDBs. 

"I can use CIMS to look at some portions of a Sailor's 
career, and it is helpful for screening Sailors for special 
programs," said Navy Counselor 1st Class (SW/AW) Rena 
Cyvas, command career counselor, Afloat Training Group San 
Diego. "The most helpful on a daily basis is the tracking 
capability that CIMS offers me and the ability to pull data on 
my Sailors when they need career advice." 

The command master chief, chief of the boat, senior 
enlisted leader and the command career counselor team are 
critical focal points for career development initiatives within 
the command. Reports easily compiled allow for command 
tracking of CDBs, Family Care Plan, PTS, Projected Rotation 
Date, and End of Active Obligated Service. 

"I can support immediate leadership through the ability to 
pull up both command tracking information and individual 
personnel information," said Cyvas. "Because it is an up to 
date source, when I need accurate information I turn to CIMS. 
The unit tracking allows me to follow up on my Sailors and 
make sure I don't miss someone." 

Many tools are available to career counselors to assist 
with the use, function and support of CIMS. The "5-Tip 
Series" of user aids cover a variety of helpful information to 
use CIMS effectively. 

Additional reference guides, tutorials, "how to", and 
instructions can all be found at www.npc.navy.mil under NPC 
Quick Links > Career Info > CIMS. 

Return to Index 
 

23. Navy Pro: Sailor Charts Career Progress Through USMAP 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 07 MAR 12) ... Susan Henson, Center for Personal and Professional Development Public Affairs 

NORFOLK -- The United Services Military 
Apprenticeship Program (USMAP) helps service members 
and civilians advance and is completely free, said one Sailor 
March 2, who has enjoyed continued success with the 
program. 

Machinery Repairman 1st Class (SW/AW) Thomas 
Chaney, course supervisor and an instructor for Advanced 
Machinery "C" School at Surface Warfare Officer School 
Learning Site Norfolk, earned his U.S. Department of Labor-
issued apprenticeship certificate for Inside Machinery in 2007. 
It took Chaney four years to complete this certificate, and he is 
currently working on a Locksmith apprenticeship that he is on 
track to finish within a year. 

The Center for Personal and Professional Development 
(CPPD) administers USMAP for service members in the U.S. 
Navy, Marine Corps and Coast Guard, according to Tom 
Phillips, USMAP supervisor and program manager. Phillips 
said civilians can't earn certificates through USMAP - the 
program is open only to eligible active duty service members. 

"Costs for certificates in the private sector vary widely 
based on the trades and trade union costs to complete," he 
said. "It costs the Sailor nothing financially to enroll or 
complete a trade. The cost is in the time he or she will need to 
complete the trade." 

Apprenticeship is formal career training with 
requirements set by civilian industry. Each industry 
determines the essential skills needed to complete an 
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apprenticeship trade, with a trade requiring anywhere from 
2,000 to 10,000 hours of on-the-job (OJT) work and classroom 
instruction to earn a nationally recognized certificate of 
completion, according to Phillips. 

"Working a typical 40-hour work week allows someone 
to complete 2,000 hours in about one year," he said. 
"However, Sailors can get credit for experience. Depending on 
how aggressive they are, they can finish longer trades more 
quickly than normal." 

This may sound like too much work to some, but Chaney 
points out to his Advanced Machinery "C" School students 
that they are already doing the requirements for the program. 
All that is really needed is documenting the work and training 
hours. "It's a good program, and if you're doing the work you 
might as well go ahead and enroll in it." 

Throughout his assignments, Chaney said his leadership 
has valued apprenticeship completion certificates that Sailors 
earn through USMAP. "One of my mentors at my first 
command mentioned USMAP to me. He said it would help 
your career out if you enrolled, so I did," he said. 

It took four years for Chaney to finish the 8,000 hours 
required for Inside Machinist. His work toward completing the 
program was highly encouraged by leaders at each of the four 
commands he was assigned during that time. 

There's good reason for that. "The Inside Machinist 
certificate relates directly to my rating. Almost everything we 
cover in MR "C" School is in the USMAP Inside Machinist 
certification process. It gives us guidelines and areas to work 
and improve on," Chaney said. 

CPPD Commanding Officer Capt. Chuck Hollingsworth 
also encourages Sailors to take advantage of USMAP. "Petty 
Officer Chaney's use of USMAP is a great example of the 
'professionalization,' if you will, of our Sailors. The program 
provides a means for our people to earn industry-recognized 
certification, and also highly benefits the Navy," he said. 
"Having an apprenticeship certificate puts Sailors on par with 
skilled counterparts in civilian industry." 

Senior Chief Hull Technician (SW) Shane Fridley, 
Advanced Weld School Course curriculum model manager as 
well as Chaney's departmental leading chief petty officer, said 
Navy A and C schools teach the basics, and Sailors are 
expected to develop those skills in the fleet. "Being an MR 
means maybe being the only MR on the ship," he said, "so 
Sailors may have no one to guide and mentor them. USMAP 
provides a means to gain that practical experience needed." 

While USMAP currently has 124 trades, the trades 
available for Sailors to enroll in vary by rating. The MR rating 
offers two - inside machinist and locksmith, of which Chaney 
is taking full advantage. After completing inside machinist in 
2007, he enrolled in Locksmith. He's in the last quarter of the 
program for Locksmith, but it will take him a little longer than 
average to finish because his current job as an instructor 
doesn't afford as many opportunities to complete the necessary 
OJT hours. Instead, Chaney actively seeks opportunities to 
hone those skills and log the hours toward his Locksmith 
certificate. 

"At my last command I was the command locksmith. I 
love working on safes and locks, and I found out I could have 

another certification that can be recognized by not only the 
Navy but by the state. With the certificate, I get the card 
saying I'm a locksmith with USMAP, and it almost replaces a 
lot of things I would have to do to get a state certification." 

Sailors who have completed a USMAP certification 
demonstrate initiative and skill - traits that employers value. 
"While on active duty, it shows that they're working to 
improve themselves, which can help with promotions or job 
assignments," said Phillips. "Out of the service, the certificate 
places them among the most recognized and highly skilled 
craft workers in the industry. Having an apprenticeship can 
mean qualifying for better jobs with significantly higher pay." 

This point is not lost on Chaney, who, in addition to 
pursuing a USMAP Locksmith certificate, is currently 
working toward a bachelor's degree in engineering and hopes 
to retire as a chief - or above. "It's a crucial certification to get 
as far as advancing in the Navy, especially in my case with the 
chief's selection boards," Chaney said. 

Fridley said Chaney's participation in USMAP may just 
be the extra boost he needs to pin on anchors. "In the current 
environment of tough advancement competition, having that 
certificate will help you, which is a real incentive for Sailors 
to pursue the certificate." 

Beyond his Navy career, Chaney plans to work as a 
civilian supervising in an area that involves machining. "I'll be 
able to help people if they have questions, so this will 
definitely help me," he said. 

"The best part about USMAP is it gives Sailors the 
opportunity to earn a certification that will benefit them while 
on active duty and later as a civilian. It gives me guidelines so 
that I have experience in machining," Chaney said. "It will 
help me in advancements and in guiding others to complete a 
USMAP certificate, and as a civilian it helps in showing I 
have the credentials and experience to be successful." 

When Chaney was asked to name the hardest thing about 
hte program, he said, "Nothing. There's nothing hard about the 
program itself. Situations in a Sailor's life may make it 
difficult, but the program itself is pretty easy - it doesn't have 
too many flaws." 

Sailors who are interested in USMAP should visit the 
program website and for the right apprenticeship program for 
their rating. "I always encourage Sailors to enroll in USMAP. 
It costs them nothing," Chaney said. 

Besides the cost-free advantage of this apprenticeship 
program, there's also the pride - and bragging rights - in 
Sailors being able say they have thousands of hours of work 
experience. And they have the USMAP certificate to back it 
up. 

USMAP is one of many opportunities for personal and 
professional growth available to Sailors to earn certificates, 
licenses and degrees making them invaluable assets to the 
Navy. Those programs are important parts of the 21st Century 
Sailor and Marine initiative which consolidates a set of 
objectives and policies, new and existing, to maximize Sailor 
and Marine personal readiness, build resiliency and hone the 
most combat-effective force in the history of the Department 
of the Navy. 

Return to Index 
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24. Navy Accepting STA-21 Applications for 2013 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 07 MAR 12) ... Naval Service Training Command Public Affairs 

GREAT LAKES, Ill. -- The Seaman-to-Admiral (STA-
21) commissioning program, which provides an opportunity 
for qualified Sailors to receive college educations and Navy 
commissions, is soliciting applications for fiscal year 2013, as 
announced in NAVADMIN 073/12 March 5. 

The deadline for submitting application packages is July 
1. 

"We are so proud of the STA-21 program and the 
amazing Sailors who receive their commissions through it," 
said Dr. C. Jill Stein, the Naval Reserve Officers Training 
Corps (NROTC) program director that includes the STA-21 
program, at Naval Service Training Command's (NSTC) 
Officer Development directorate on Naval Air Station 
Pensacola, Fla. 

"STA-21 officer candidates and their families benefit 
from the educational opportunity afforded them at one of our 
nation's premier universities," Stein said. "Completing their 
degree in 36 months, they remain on active duty with full pay 
and allowances and the Navy pays up to $10,000 per year in 
support of their tuition, fees and books. STA-21 is truly an 
investment in Sailors as it shapes our officer corps of the 
future." 

Before earning their degrees, STA-21 applicants must 
attend the Naval Science Institute (NSI) course at Officer 
Training Command (OTC), Naval Station Newport, R.I., prior 
to beginning college studies at an NROTC-affiliated college or 
university. 

STA-21/NSI is an eight-week course of intense officer 
preparation and indoctrination. Course enrollment is timed to 
allow college entrance during summer or fall 
semesters/quarters after selection. 

Since 1994, classes and class sizes have varied. Only one 
STA-21 class was scheduled to be held in 2012 in Newport. 
The 2012 STA-21 class began Feb. 21 and included 75 highly-
recommended and diverse enlisted chiefs and petty officers 
from various rates. 

"I've enjoyed my enlisted career," said Chief Machinist's 
Mate (SW) Justin Johnston, 27, from Sasakwa, Okla., whose 
last command was as an instructor at the Navy Nuclear 
Prototype School in Charleston, S.C. "I made chief and was 
very happy about that. But, no matter what I did in the enlisted 
community, I'd still be a mechanic on the deckplates, which is 
fantastic. However, if I was picked up to be an officer, it 
would allow me to diversify and be involved in a lot more 'Big 
Navy' stuff." 

Logistics Specialist 1st Class (SW) Stephanie Thompson, 
27, from Las Vegas, and formerly a leading petty officer on 
board USS Lassen (DDG 82) in Yokosuka, Japan, was 
thinking of getting out of the Navy. 

"Then I thought I'd stay in the Navy," Thompson said. 
"But, if I was going to stay I wanted to be able to accomplish 
more, get my hands on more and experience more that would 
be beneficial to my future. And I thought applying for STA-21 
would help me reach those goals." 

The STA-21 program benefits Sailors as well as the Navy. 
The average candidate has at least two years and in most cases 
more than four years of observed performance which assists in 
the process of selecting the most qualified Sailors to receive a 
commission. 

Additionally, STA-21 candidates are on average older 
than most Midshipmen, bringing a maturity directly reflected 
in the more than 90 percent completion rate STA-21 program 
candidates boast. 

Additionally, many Sailors involved in the STA-21 
program already have some college credit, and some 
candidates finish ahead of the three years allotted to earn a 
degree. 

All of these factors - proven performance for better 
selection, maturity for higher completion rates, and previous 
college credit - save the Navy money while producing top-
quality experienced naval officers. 

"Of our five school houses here at OTC, the Seaman-to-
Admiral and Naval Science Institute class is the most 
engaging," Lt. Ralph Lufkin, OTC assistant operations officer 
and head of this year's STA-21/NSI class, said. 

"We're not focused on accessions training. We focus on 
academics and preparing these enlisted officer candidates to 
enter university studies, and preparing them to be officer 
candidates with an NROTC unit." 

In the STA-21 program, as it is in many competitive 
selection processes, it is often a candidate's extra efforts which 
can result in selection. 

Former STA-21 students can attest to the selection 
process but also the benefits of applying for the program. 

"I love the fact that you can go to school while on active 
duty," said Lt. Jeremy Sylvester, a division officer and NSI 
instructor at OTC, who was in the first STA-21 class at OTC 
Newport in March 2002 and commissioned after graduating 
from Oregon State University in May 2005. 

"Your job is going to school. You don't have to worry 
about pay or housing or standing watches on a ship or sub. 
You go to school and in three years (or less) you can get a 
degree and a commission." 

Sylvester was a Machinist Mate 3rd Class submariner 
when he applied for STA-21. 

"I wanted to get the most out of my Naval career and, to 
me; Seaman-to-Admiral seemed the best way to go," Sylvester 
said. "And so far, it has." 

Reporting seniors who feel they have a Sailor with the 
potential to be selected by STA-21 should comment on their 
leadership skills and potential in their performance evaluations 
early in their career. These comments are highly regarded by 
the boards, even in junior Sailors whose time on board, time in 
grade or peer ranking will not allow their evaluations to be 
fully consistent with the comments. 

Application packages must be postmarked on or before 
the July 1 deadline date. Early submission is better, as this will 
allow feedback to the Sailor for submission of missing or 
illegible documents. The deadline for submission of additional 
documentation to an applicant's package is August 1. 

Selectees will be announced by a NAVADMIN in 
October 2012. 

"This is a great way for enlisted Sailors to become 
officers, and anything that allows Sailors the opportunity to 
move higher up in the Navy is a great way to go," Sylvester 
said. 
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Questions concerning this program should be directed to 
command career counselors or to the NSTC Officer 
Development directorate at (850) 452-9563. 

STA-21 is one of many opportunities for personal and 
professional growth available to Sailors that help make them 
invaluable assets to the Navy. Those programs are important 

parts of the 21st Century Sailor and Marine initiative which 
consolidates a set of objectives and policies, new and existing, 
to maximize Sailor and Marine personal readiness, build 
resiliency and hone the most combat-effective force in the 
history of the Department of the Navy. 

View STA Program Webpage 
Return to Index 
 

25. Study: Hiring Vets Could Give Businesses An Edge 
(STARS AND STRIPES 07 MAR 12) ... Leo Shane III 

WASHINGTON – Researchers at Syracuse University’s 
Institute for Veterans and Military Families this week unveiled 
a new case study on hiring employees with a military 
background, arguing that the skills they develop from active-
duty training make them invaluable workers in a civilian 
business environment. 

“Specifically, academic research from the fields of 
business, psychology, sociology, and decision-making 
strongly links characteristics that are generally representative 
of military veterans to enhanced performance and 
organizational advantage in the context of a competitive and 
dynamic business environment,” the report reads. “In other 
words, the academic research supports a robust, specific, and 
compelling business case for hiring individuals with military 
background and experience.” 

The research points to 10 specific reasons why veterans 
can outperform workers without any military background, 
based on skills that businesses should be looking for in any 
potential employee: 

 Veterans are entrepreneurial. 

 Veterans assume high levels of trust. 

 Veterans are adept at skills transfer across 
contexts/tasks. 

 Veterans have (and leverage) advanced technical 
training. 

 Veterans are comfortable/adept in discontinuous 
environments. 

 Veterans exhibit high levels of resiliency. 

 Veterans exhibit advanced team-building skills. 

 Veterans exhibit strong organizational commitment. 

 Veterans have (and leverage) cross-cultural 
experiences. 

 Veterans have experience/skill in diverse work 
settings. 

Researchers said they hope the new report will better 
illustrate the value of hiring veterans, beyond generalizations 
about their leadership and reliability. Their work doesn’t 
include any calculations of worth “that are externally/market 
driven, such as enhanced reputational value to the firm.” 

View Study (PDF) 
Return to Index 
 

26. Study Shows Navy SEALs Handle Stress Better 
La Jolla brain researchers hope findings may help train regular troops 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 07 MAR 12) ... Jeanette Steele 

VA researchers studying the brains of San Diego Navy 
SEALs have possibly confirmed what your dad always told 
you: Don’t sweat the small stuff. 

By examining neural scans, La Jolla researchers 
discovered that Navy SEALs activate portions of the brain that 
moderate their emotions when they anticipate something 
stressful is coming. 

In other words, they calm themselves down in the period 
before the action starts, instead of getting overexcited. 

“The problem with anxiety isn’t when you are anxious in 
a stressful situation. It’s when you are anxious before that 
situation ever happens,” said Alan Simmons, a researcher at 
the VA Center of Excellence for Stress and Mental Health in 
La Jolla. 

“That’s when it really starts to wear on you.” 
Researchers at the VA San Diego Healthcare System say 

this may be why the Navy’s elite special operations troops are 
able to respond well in stressful situations, and are resilient in 
the face of repeated combat tours. 

Simmons said that if they can determine how SEALs do 
this – is it innate or learned, they don’t know – the technique 
might be taught to other troops. 

An article on these findings was published today in the 
journal NeuroReport. 

It details the study, which examined 10 active-duty Navy 
SEALs from Coronado and compared their brain scans to 
healthy males of the same age range. 

The test subjects were shown a series of negative and 
positive images. While they were anticipating the negative 
images, the SEALS were more likely than the other subjects to 
have activated parts of their brains associated with emotional 
control centers -- the middle insula, a section deep inside the 
brain, and bilateral frontal lobes. 

The research was funded by the U.S. Department of 
Veterans Affairs and the New York-based Brain & Behavior 
Research Foundation. 

It wasn’t a broad study – largely because researchers 
found it hard to nail down local SEALs to participate. 

Simmons called the results a “jumping-off point” for La 
Jolla VA researchers, who plan further work along the same 
line. 

One angle that researchers definitely want to target: Do 
the brains of successful SEAL candidates already work like 
this before they attend the grueling, 21-week Basic 
Underwater Demolition/SEAL training program in Coronado? 

Or does that training, which has a 75 percent drop-out 
rate, produce men who react this way? 



 24

“It’s a small sample, but it’s a coherent answer that has 
really pushed us to get more of the answers we want about 
resilience and healing,” said Simmons, the study’s lead author 
and also a member of UC San Diego medical school’s 
psychiatry department. 

They chose to examine Navy SEALs because they are 
stationed close by, but the same trend might be found in other 
special operations branches, Simmons said. 

The VA has previously examined brain scans of veterans 
with post-traumatic stress disorder and major depression. 

Simmons said they found that – in contrast to the calming 
shown in SEAL brain activity – people with PTSD and 
depression react strongly when anticipating stressful events, 
even more than healthy subjects do. 

Can you train troops how to use their brains differently? 
Simmons thinks it possibly can be done, though application of 
the technique is a long way off. 

The first step is recognizing how the body reacts when 
one is anticipating stress, he said. That reaction can be 
practiced during battle simulations. 

“Learning to control your physiology in those regards, to 
control your anticipatory response as you remain in that 
situation, are the first steps to controlling your brain’s 
response,” Simmons said. 

The VA isn’t the only government agency interested in 
how military brains work. 

The Office of Naval Research this month posted a notice 
announcing that it wants papers and proposals to study what is 
calls a “sixth sense.” 

The Navy is interested in how humans detect patterns 
without consciously and intentionally analyzing them. It hopes 
the research will lead to new insights into “intuitive decision 
making” and new approaches for enhancing that process. 

Return to Index 
 

27. Japanese Chefs Teach George Washington Chefs A New 'Old Dish' 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 07 MAR 12) ... USS George Washington Public Affairs 

YOKOSUKA, Japan -- Soba chefs from the Shonan 
International Women's Association and local Japanese chefs 
visited the nuclear-powered aircraft carrier USS George 
Washington (CVN 73), March 6 to teach enlisted culinary 
specialists and other interested Sailors how to prepare and 
cook Soba, a traditional Japanese noodle dish. 

The local chefs taught a wide variety of cooking 
techniques to Sailors of all ranks in attendance. From junior 
enlisted, to chiefs and officers, Sailors learned how to properly 
prepare the Soba from scratch. 

"The most challenging part was the hand movements," 
said Culinary Specialist Seaman Recruit Samantha Santiago. 
"You have to be almost perfect because if you don't finish it 
quickly the noodles will dry out." 

Although the origins of Soba are debatable, it is 
commonly know that Soba became a popular dish in Japan 
during the Edo period (1603-1868) where it was produced in 
temples and eaten in tea ceremony establishments. 

Soba is a very thin noodle that is made from buckwheat 
flour. 

It is prepared by creating thick dough, flattening it out and 
then layering before carefully slicing each individual noodle 
into the correct width, and finally molding them into the 
proper shape. The preparation for the noodles alone takes 
approximately 40 minutes, with only a minute and a half to 
cook them. 

After the joint team of chiefs ensured the meal was 
properly cooked, the culinary specialists alongside the local 
soba chefs prepared and served the Soba with seaweed, green 

onions and a fish soup to George Washington's commanding 
officer, executive officer and command master chief in the 
ship's wardroom. 

"Everyone enjoyed tasting the soba noodles," said 
Santiago. 

"The noodles were actually colder than you would 
expect," said Culinary Specialist Seaman Katherine Laboy. 
"The temperature caught me completely off guard." 

Sailors aboard George Washington are typically served 
American-style foods, yet with the chance to grow more 
familiar with Japanese foods and dishes it allows the chance of 
expansion in the diversity of the ship's galley food. 

"It's fulfilling to say that I've lived in Japan for three years 
and learned how to make local Japanese food," said Santiago. 
"When I get home [back in the U.S] I would love the chance 
to show everyone what I've learned." 

"I'm confident enough to try it out on my own," said 
Laboy. "I could probably remake it, just maybe not as well." 

With nearly 20,000 meals served daily underway, George 
Washington's Supply Department continually works on 
improving the quality and diversity of the food served to the 
ship's crew members. 

George Washington returned to its forward-operating port 
of Commander, Fleet Activities Yokosuka, Nov. 22, after 
navigating more than 50,000 nautical miles across the Western 
Pacific to operate with more than a dozen different nations 
during its nine-week patrol. George Washington is the Navy's 
only full-time forward-deployed aircraft carrier ensuring 
security and stability in the western Pacific Ocean. 
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28. Military Must Change How It Deals With Rape, Lawmaker Says 
(LOS ANGELES TIMES 07MAR 12) ... Michael Muskal 

LOS ANGELES — U.S. Rep. Jackie Speier on 
Wednesday castigated the U.S. military for its policies in 
dealing with rape and sexual assault and repeated her call for 
legislation to fix a system she said was broken. 

In a floor speech, Speier, D-Calif., called for passage of 
her legislation that would move rape and assault investigations 
out of the normal chain of command and put them in the hands 

of an impartial office. Her speech came in the same week that 
eight current and former members of the U.S. military filed a 
lawsuit in federal court alleging they had been raped, assaulted 
or harassed while serving, and that were targeted by superiors 
after reporting the attacks. 

The Pentagon has repeatedly deplored sexual assaults and 
has insisted that it has no tolerance for such attacks. In 
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December, it announced a new policy that gives those 
charging a sexual assault the option of a quick transfer to 
another unit or installation. The Defense Department has also 
stepped up training in handling such cases and in preventing 
assaults. 

But the military system dealing with the issue remains a 
broken system, Speier said. The Department of Defense 
estimates that more than 19,000 service members were raped 
or sexually assaulted in 2010. But only 13 percent of them 
actually reported the incident, and of those 13 percent, only 8 
percent of the perpetrators were prosecuted and an even 
smaller percentage were convicted, she said. 

“I rise again this morning to highlight the epidemic of 
rape and sexual assault in the military,” Speier said. “I’m here 
to decry a code of dishonor that protects rapists and punishes 
victims. I’m here to call out an entrenched chain of command 
that squashes reports of sexual assault because they bring 
unwanted attention to the unit. I stand here today as I have 15 
previous times to tell the story of a U.S. service member who 
was raped by a fellow service member and then robbed of 
justice by an unfair system that puts too much power in the 
hands of a single commander.” 

Speier recounted the story of Airman First Class Jessica 
Nicole Hinves of the Air Force who was allegedly raped in 
2009 by a co-worker who broke into her room. The suspect 
was scheduled for a court-martial, but the proceeding was 
canceled by a superior officer, Speier said. Hinves was 
eventually transferred to another base, and “now suffers from 
severe panic attacks and anxiety,” Speier said. 

She added that the case illustrates the power of 
commanding officers to decide such cases, a power that she 
said should be checked by an impartial office outside the chain 
of command. 

It is too soon to know whether the California Democrat’s 
measure will pass the GOP-controlled House of 
Representatives. But some have moved their cases to the 
civilian courts. 

On Tuesday, eight present and former service members 
who served in the Marines and the Navy filed suit in U.S. 
District Court in Washington, accusing the military of having 
a “high tolerance for sexual predators in their ranks.” The suit 
also alleges that the military fosters a hostile environment for 
those who complain that they were assaulted. 

“There (are) no circumstances under which women who 
are brave enough and patriotic enough to stand up and defend 
this nation should have to be subjected to being called ‘slut, 
whore, walking mattress,’” Susan Burke, a lawyer 
representing the women, told the Associated Press. “This is 
the year 2012. This kind of conduct is not acceptable.” 

The women charged that they’ve suffered depression, 
anxiety and post-traumatic stress disorder because of the 
assaults. One woman says she tried to commit suicide after 
being raped inside her home by a senior officer and his 
civilian friend, according to the wire service. 

In a statement released Tuesday night, the Marine Corps 
challenged the allegations of two former Marines, Ariana Klay 
and Elle Helmer, and said the cases were properly handled. 
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29. Bill Would Bar Sex Offenders From Military 
(NAVY TIMES 07 MAR 12) ... Rick Maze 

Anyone who commits a felony sex crime would be barred 
from joining the military under new legislation that would 
codify a 2009 Defense Department policy. 

The bill, sponsored by Sen. Barbara Boxer, D-Calif., 
would put the force of law behind a prohibition against 
providing waivers for criminal history to enlisted or officer 
recruits convicted of sex crimes. 

“There is never a reason to allow people convicted of 
such heinous crimes to be in our military,” Boxer said. “This 
will ensure it never happens again.” 

What constitutes a felony sex crime varies by state, but 
rape, sodomy, sex with a minor and possession of child 
pornography are often felonies, while public indecency and 
sex between minors often is a misdemeanor. 

Boxer’s bill, S 2137, is a safeguard against the services 
lowering standards in the future; felony waivers already are 
rare, and are not allowed for those convicted of violent crimes, 

sex crimes or felonies. The 2009 policy that restricted criminal 
waivers came as a result of congressional complaints about the 
assortment of mostly petty criminals who had been allowed 
into the ranks when the services encountered recruiting 
difficulties. 

Army Secretary John McHugh played a big role in 
tightening the waivers in his previous position as chairman of 
the House Armed Services Committee’s military personnel 
panel. He raised objections to allowing people convicted of 
serious crimes into the ranks. 

Army data show that soldiers allowed into the military on 
criminal waivers are more likely to commit crimes. From 2001 
to 2011, 0.5 percent of soldiers who entered the military with a 
criminal waiver committed a sex crime. In comparison, 0.3 
percent of soldiers who entered without a waiver committed a 
sex crime during those years. 
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30. Crash Kills Pilot Who Blogged As Neptunus Lex 
(NAVY TIMES 07 MAR 12) ... Joshua Stewart 

Retired naval aviator Carroll LeFon, perhaps better 
known by the nom de plume Neptunus Lex, was killed in a 
plane crash Tuesday morning when his F-21 Kfir crashed at 
Naval Air Station Fallon, Nev., his blog confirmed. 

LeFon, 51, retired as a captain in June 2008 after serving 
as an instructor at Top Gun and in various positions at several 
strike fighter squadrons. 

In his civilian life, LeFon worked for Airborne Tactical 
Advantage Co., a contractor that operates simulated enemy 
aircraft with which student aviators train. But as a prominent 
military blogger, he was part analyst, part cheerleader, part 
critic and part poet who wrote about the Navy, his family, the 
military and global affairs with the casual tone, frankness and 
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familiarity that flows through ready rooms. His sea stories 
were personal memoirs as well as parables. 

ATAC and Fallon did not return calls for comment. The 
cause of the crash is under investigation. 

LeFon began blogging in 2003 during the early months of 
the invasion of Iraq. Like many other military bloggers, he 
initially wrote anonymously — it was and still can be 
problematic for service members to openly publish opinions. 

Besides writing for his personal fulfillment, he tried to 
counter media reports that would tax the military’s will to 
fight, said Cmdr. Chap Godbey, a blogger, foreign area officer 
and the author of one of the dozens of tributes to LeFon to hit 
the web as news of his death spread. 

“He was a guy who was able to put out the truth, put out 
first-hand reporting from folks and put out things that would 
not have gotten out any other way,” Godbey said. 

LeFon’s blog chronicled his own experiences in the Navy, 
his transition into retirement and his second career in the 
civilian workforce. 

He was thrilled to fly Kfirs as opposition forces because it 
meant that he would continue to operate one of the world’s 
most advanced jets, Godbey said. 

“The joy of having a second chance, not being over, that’s 
a big thing for fighter pilots, because once you’re done, you’re 
done. And that change hits people pretty hard,” he said. 

Originally from Alexandria, Va., LeFon earned his 
commission through the Naval Academy in 1982. 

“To this day, I cannot see the academy’s chapel dome in 
the distance without checking my watch to see if I am late, and 
wondering whether I am going to be in trouble,” he wrote in 
one of his posts. 

He reported to his first squadron in the fleet, Strike 
Fighter Squadron 25, in July 1987. “Here is where I 
discovered that despite being the only male child in my 
family, I had twelve brothers,” he wrote. 

Several other billets involved training, including a tour as 
an instructor at Navy Fighter Weapons School, better known 
as Top Gun. He was the executive officer and later 
commanding officer of Strike Fighter Squadron 94. He was 
with that squadron from June 2001 to July 2003. 

Along the way he deployed seven times, serving on the 
carriers Constellation, Independence and Carl Vinson. He 
earned two Legions of Merit, two Meritorious Service Medals, 
the Air Medal (Strike/Flight Award), two Navy/ Marine Corps 
Commendation Medals and the Navy/Marine Corps 
Achievement Medal. 

He leaves behind his wife and three children, including a 
son who flies MH-60S Seahawks. 

“Married to the best girl I ever met, who also delivered up 
three wonderful children. Don’t really know how I could be 
happier, or more blessed,” he wrote. 
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FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
31. Admiral Signals Navy Desire To Sustain Attack Submarine Production Level 
(PROVIDENCE JOURNAL 07 MAR 12) ... John E. Mulligan 

WASHINGTON, D.C. -- The Navy's top brass signaled 
support on Wednesday for efforts to avoid the planned 
slowdown of attack submarine production two years from 
now. 

Under questioning by Rhode Island Democrat Sen. Jack 
Reed, the chief of Naval operations Admiral Jonathan 
Greenert, said the Navy is "looking for any fiscal means" to 
avoid cutting the production rate of Virginia-class subs from 

two vessels in fiscal year 2013 to a single vessel in fiscal year 
2014. 

Greenert's statement, echoed in prepared testimony by 
Navy Secretary Ray Mabus, could be a significant boost for 
Electric Boat, the lead contractor of the Virginia class. The 
shipbuilder is a lynchpin of Southeastern New England's 
economy. 

President Obama recently proposed a one-year submarine 
production rate cut. 
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32. Congresswoman Wants Va.-Class Funding Restored 
(DEFENSE DAILY 08 MAR 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

Rep. Rosa DeLauro (D-Conn.) said yesterday she will 
strive to restore funding for the procurement of a Virginia -
class (SSN 774) attack submarine that the Navy has delayed. 

The Navy pushed the start of construction on one of the 
subs back from fiscal 2014 to 2018 when it rolled out its five-
year procurement plan last month, but has not ruled out 
looking for ways to restore the funds. 

The move comes as the service for the first time in more 
than 20 years got two of the ships under construction in the 
same year during fiscal 2011. As it currently stands, the Navy 
has only one sub on the books for 2014. 

DeLauro, whose state is the home of sub builder General 
Dynamics Electric Boat, said delaying one of the vessels has 
the potential to weaken the industrial base and she will work 
to get the funding back into the budget. 

"We will fight," DeLauro, a member of the House 
Appropriations Committee, told a gathering on Capitol Hill 
hosted by the Submarine Industrial Base Council. 

Navy Secretary Ray Mabus told the House Armed 
Services Committee in February that the decision to delay 
construction on one sub was "purely" financial as the 
Pentagon tries to cope with a projected reduction of $487 
billion in defense funds over the next decade (Defense Daily, 
Feb. 17, 2012). Mabus also said, however, that the Navy 
would look for ways to get the funding for 2014. 

"We are exploring ways that we can creatively pull that 
ship back. We cannot now because of budget constraints," 
Mabus said. 
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33. Lockheed Martin Backs Off CANES Protest 
(DEFENSE DAILY 08 MAR 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

Lockheed Martin said yesterday it dropped its protest of 
the Navy's selection of Northrop Grumman to provide the next 
generation ship-based tactical network, a move that allows the 
service to end a stop work order and get closer to production 
of the Consolidated Afloat Networks and Enterprise Services 
(CANES) system. 

Lockheed Martin formally challenged the initial $36.6 
million award to Northrop Grumman by lodging a protest with 
the Government Accountability Office (GAO) Feb. 13, two 
weeks after the Navy announced Northrop Grumman had won 
the contract modification that could reach a total value of $638 
million. 

"During the past two weeks we have conducted detailed 
reviews of all the options and concluded continuing with the 
protest is not in the best interest of the Navy and, therefore, 
Lockheed Martin," said Keith Little, a company spokesman. 
"To that end, we have withdrawn our protest now so the fleet 
can begin receiving this much-needed common computing 
system." 

The first installation of CANES, which is designed to 
eliminate multiple legacy information technology systems and 
streamline their functions into a common platform, has been 
pushed back until early 2013, Naval Space and Warfare 
Command (SPAWAR) said. The original plan called for 
placing it on Arleigh Burke -class (DDG-51) destroyer later 
this year. 

SPAWAR spokesman Steven Davis confirmed the stop 
work order automatically triggered when a protest is filed with 
GAO has been lifted and Northrop Grumman can proceed on 
CANES. 

"CANES will modernize the Navy's information 
technology afloat and we are eager to move forward with our 
testing and installation plan," Davis said. 

The Navy plans to install CANES on more than 180 
ships, submarines and Maritime Operations Centers by 2020. 

The next step will be conducting an operations assessment of 
the system ahead of a decision this summer on whether to 
move into limited production and subsequently begin 
installation on a handful of vessels, Davis said. 

"We are confident in the source selection process and are 
working diligently to minimize any schedule impacts to the 
fleet," Davis said. 

During the limited production phase, the Navy plans to 
hold a second competition next year for the full production run 
for the rest of the fleet based on Northrop Grumman's winning 
design. 

Northrop Grumman also welcomed Lockheed Martin's 
decision to withdraw the protest. 

"We are pleased this matter has been resolved, and look 
forward to working with the Navy on next steps to get this 
crucial system quickly fielded to the warfighters," 
spokeswoman Sudi Bruni said. 

CANES is a cornerstone of the Navy's push to move 
toward more open architecture systems designed to allow for 
easier upgrades while lowering total ownership costs, and to 
quickly counter emerging cyber or security threats. CANES 
will in effect merge five stand-alone legacy networks for 
command, control, computers, communications, and 
intelligence (C4I) systems into a common shipboard 
computing environment. 

The program is designed to strengthen network 
infrastructure, improve security, and reduce hardware space. It 
will also decrease the manpower burden by reducing 
operations and sustainment workloads through the use of 
common equipment, training and logistics. 

The Navy awarded dueling development contracts to 
Lockheed Martin and Northrop Grumman in March 2010 
while eliminating entries from Boeing and BAE Systems. 
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34. Navy's Robot Firefighter To Throw Extinguisher Grenades 
(INNOVATION NEWS DAILY 07 MAR 12) 

Fire has proven deadly for Sailors throughout the 
centuries of naval warfare. The U.S. Navy wants to counter 
that ancient foe with a humanoid robot capable of throwing 
extinguisher grenades as it nimbly moves about the narrow 
passages and ladderways of modern warships. 

A robot firefighter capable of walking or climbing in the 
manner of human Sailors would present a huge advantage over 
one of today's military robots — which rely upon wheels or 
tanklike treads — in operating in the cramped quarters of 
warships. But the U.S. military also has set its sights on "other 
potential warfighting applications" in choosing to create a 
humanoid robot, according to the Naval Research Laboratory. 

The Shipboard Autonomous Firefighting Robot 
(SAFFiR), which is still 18 months away from being tested, 
would not only battle flames on its own, but work together 
with Sailors. It would follow the gaze of a human leader, 
respond to hand signals and even obey voice commands. 

SAFFiR would need finger and hand coordination to 
wrestle fire hoses into place or accurately throw extinguisher 

grenades. It similarly would need the sure-footed balance of a 
veteran Sailor's sea legs to confidently walk the wave-tossed 
decks of warships. 

An infrared camera could allow such a robot to see 
through smoke-filled hallways, and perhaps it could detect the 
location of fires through gas sensors. The robot's battery is 
intended to pack enough energy for half an hour of firefighting 
action. 

The Navy's planned robot builds upon the design of a 
humanoid CHARLI-L1 robot already created by Virginia 
Tech. Researchers from Virginia Tech and the University of 
Pennsylvania continue to work with the Naval Research 
Laboratory on its more ambitious goals. 

A first test for the firefighting robot is scheduled to take 
place aboard a decommissioned Navy dock landing ship, the 
Shadwell, in late September 2013. The ex-USS Shadwell, now 
used for firefighter training, is no stranger to the dangers of 
naval warfare: Its crew shot down a Japanese Zero fighter 
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plane, and it suffered a torpedo hit while carrying Marine 
assault craft during World War II. 

For now, SAFFiR remains a firefighting robot meant to 
save human lives. But a military robot designed to follow 

commands, point fire hoses at targets and toss grenades could 
very well evolve down the road into a "Terminator" soldier. 

View Graphic 
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35. Amos: Deeper Budget Cuts Would Dull The Corps 
(MARINE CORPS TIMES 07 MAR 12) ... Gina Cavallaro 

Another $600 billion in defense spending cuts would 
render the Marine Corps less capable, the service’s top general 
told a Senate panel Wednesday. 

The possibility of what’s called sequestration arose last 
year when lawmakers tasked with reducing the national deficit 
failed to agree on how best to eliminate more than a trillion 
dollars in spending over the coming 10 years. So now, unless 
Congress agrees to modify the Budget Control Act of 2011, 
automatic cuts will trigger starting in January — on top of the 
$487 billion in defense spending reductions already 
announced earlier this year. 

That would be “a recipe for a hollow force,” Gen. Jim 
Amos, the Marine Corps commandant, told members of the 
Senate Appropriations Committee Subcommittee on Defense 
during a hearing to discuss the Navy Department’s fiscal 2013 
budget proposal. Even if sequestration does not dictate 
additional personnel reductions, fewer dollars would translate 
to less training for units and diminished readiness overall, he 
said. 

Already, the Marine Corps is poised to reduce its 
authorized active-duty end strength by 20,000 over the next 
five years, undergoing significant restructuring in the process. 
Further tampering with force structure would “stunt, if not 
completely negate,” Amos’ ability to reset the service from a 
decade of combat, and jeopardize the resources needed to 
train, arm and fuel the force at home and abroad, he said. 

“Even if you leave manpower in it, then you end up with 
a force that is significantly less dense than we have today,” 
said Amos. “What that means is less capable.” 

As part of his plan to shrink the active-duty force from 
202,100 to 182,100 by the end of 2016, Amos has called for 
“natural attrition” in favor of ending Marines’ contracts. 
Additional cuts under sequestration could threaten to undo 
promises made to Marines, and upend plans to be the nation’s 
911 crisis-response force. 

“We’d have to review strategy, because the strategy we 
have today is based on the current budget,” Amos told Sen. 
Dan Coats, R-Ind., who asked the commandant how 
sequestration would affect the Marine Corps. 

Coats posed the same question of Adm. Jonathan 
Greenert, the chief of naval operations, and Navy Secretary 
Ray Mabus, who also testified alongside Amos on 
Wednesday. 

“It’s not only the amount that would be taken out,” Mabus 
said, “but how it would be taken out … without regard to 
strategy importance or priorities. It would make sequestration 
a very difficult and disastrous occurrence.” 

With budgets being squeezed across the board for the 
military, Amos also discussed operational readiness with 
regard to the number of amphibious ships in service. He 
explained it takes 17 amphibs to deploy a Marine 
expeditionary brigade, and that with a current inventory of 29 
ships, the Marine Corps could not launch two brigades at once 
in the event it was called upon to carry out simultaneous 
forceful-entry missions. 

He pointed out that during the Iraq war and the 2004 
battle of Fallujah, commanders surrounded the city with five 
Marine infantry battalions, three Army battalions and two 
Iraqi army battalions. 

“What we’re talking about for this forceful entry for the 
entire United States of America are basically six battalions … 
coming ashore,” he told Sen. Thad Cochran, R-Miss. “When 
you think of relativity, it’s a pretty nominal capability for a 
nation that’s a global power that somewhere down the road 
may have to exercise this forceful-entry capability.” 

On the flip side, Amos had some good news for Marines 
who have experienced steady combat tours for more than 10 
years. With plans already underway to withdraw thousands of 
personnel from Afghanistan this year, there will be more time 
at home between deployments — what’s known as “dwell 
time.” 

And looking beyond operations in Afghanistan, he said, 
Marines can expect to be home for twice as long as they are 
deployed. For some units, the dwell time will be three times as 
long between overseas deployments. 

“In other words, they’ll go back to six months [deployed], 
and be home 18 months,” he told Sen. Barbara Mikulski, D-
Md., explaining that in the coming years the Marine Corps 
will focus more on regions in the Pacific. 
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36. Drones Proliferate In Military Air Fleet 
Aircraft, mission and investment grows 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 07 MAR 12) ... Gretel C. Kovach 

The launch team racheted back the catapult and shot the 
drone into the sky, giving the Marines standing on the airfield 
a glimpse of their flying future. 

The RQ-21A Integrator, an unmanned aircraft that buzzed 
over the Twentynine Palms Marine base on its maiden tactical 
voyage earlier this year, has a 16-foot wing-span. Despite its 
small size, the drone under development by Insitu, a Boeing 
subsidiary, is among a technologically powerful new 

generation of unmanned aerial vehicles setting a new course 
for military aviation. 

The Integrator cruised over the undulating desert 
landscape at 63 mph and then spun to a stop in midair, its 
wing hooked on a high-tension wire suspended from a 
receiving tower. The unique mechanism will enable the 
Marines to fly the aircraft while underway on amphibious 
ships after it joins the fleet in fiscal 2013, adding a new 
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mission for drones that have been used extensively in recent 
years to protect ground combat forces in Afghanistan. 

After spending most of his career flying F/A-18 Hornet 
attack jets, Lt. Col. Timothy Burton now commands VMU-3, 
which was established in 2008 and is one of two drone 
squadrons based at the Twentynine Palms Marine combat 
center. 

Last year the squadron deployed to Afghanistan with a 
force then numbering less than 200 Marines and flew a record 
30,000-plus hours, using Shadow drones developed for the 
Army and the smaller ScanEagles contracted from Boeing 
subsidiary Insitu that the Integrator will replace. 

“We operated 24-7. The demand is insatiable,” Burton 
said. “Everyone else is downsizing, but we know we’re 
growing.” 

As the Corps cuts about 10 percent of its forces, or 20,000 
Marines, in the next few years, it is adding personnel to its 
four drone squadrons and considering creating a fifth. A new 
occupation specialty will establish the first dedicated Marine 
officer corps for unmanned systems, to work in conjunction 
with full-time enlisted drone operators. 

An urgent request from Marine battle commanders who 
want a weaponized drone of their own to shoot down 
insurgents burying roadside bombs was approved last year, to 
add a strike capability to the Shadow. 

“UAVs are the mantra that everybody is talking about 
now,” Lt. Gen. Terry Robling, head of Marine aviation, said 
last month during a visit to San Diego. “It’s cheaper, it’s more 
efficient, and it gives us consistent on-station time that 
manned aircraft do not. 

“You cannot completely take away manned aircraft. That 
will probably be some time in the future before technology 
develops to that point, but we’re getting there,” Robling said. 

The Marine Corps is a bit player in the military’s overall 
drone program, which is dominated by the Predator, Reaper 
and Gray Eagle drones made by General Atomics 
Aeronautical Systems in San Diego, and the Global Hawk 
made by Northrop Grumman in Rancho Bernardo. 

But the investment by the smallest branch of the armed 
services, and one that has traditionally weighted its budget 
toward infantry manpower, is a sign of the times as the 
unmanned segment of military aviation grows exponentially in 
number of aircraft, cost and mission responsibilities. 

The U.S. military has been experimenting with so-called 
robot planes for nearly a century. They made their air combat 
debut during the Vietnam War, but remained impractical for 
widespread use until technological advances of the last 10 or 
15 years led to powerful onboard sensors and improved 
navigation, communications and satellite bandwidth. 

Today the Coast Guard and U.S. Border Patrol use drones 
to monitor land and sea and protect oil and gas pipelines. The 
CIA operates a covert drone program targeting terrorist 
leaders from Afghanistan, Pakistan, Somalia and Yemen. The 
State Department uses surveillance drones to protect U.S. 
diplomatic personnel in Iraq. 

A Predator reportedly shot a Stinger missile at an Iraqi 
MiG in 2003 before the Iraqi aircraft shot it down. But the last 
frontier for aerial drones is expected to be air-to-air combat. 

The Defense Department primarily uses aerial drones for 
surveillance, targeting and ground attack, while its unmanned 
maritime systems handle some dangerous jobs like mine 

detection and remote controlled ground vehicles dispose of 
bombs. The number of potential missions being tested or 
considered is rapidly proliferating, however, from cargo 
delivery to search and rescue and psychological operations 
like dropping leaflets. 

The military inventory of unmanned aircraft increased 
from 167 in 2002 to nearly 7,500 in 2010, according to a 
January report to Congress by the Congressional Research 
Service. Today 69 percent of aircraft are manned by onboard 
pilots, down from 95 percent in 2005. 

The larger military drones flew less than 50,000 flight 
hours annually through 2003. By 2010 they topped 600,000 
flight hours. Including more numerous handheld drones 
weighing 20 pounds or less, unmanned aerial systems flew 
more than one million combat flight hours in 2010, according 
to the Pentagon. 

As recently as last year many analysts expected the boom 
in the drone industry to continue unchecked. Although 
military spending on unmanned systems remains robust, the 
Pentagon is being forced to cut back. 

The fiscal 2013 Defense Department budget request 
includes a 12 percent drop in aviation spending to $47.6 
billion, including almost $3.8 billion for research, 
development and procurement of aerial drones. 

The amount enacted for aerial drones this year was $4.2 
billion, a slight bump over last year’s spending of $4.1 billion 
but a drop from the $4.5 billion invested in 2010, according to 
figures from Lt. Col. Elizabeth Robbins, a Defense 
Department press officer. 

The Teal Group, a U.S. defense research firm, forecast 
last year that annual spending worldwide on unmanned aerial 
vehicles would almost double to $11.3 billion over the next 
decade, fueled by increased spending in Asia and a planned 
expansion of the U.S. fleet of about 30 percent. 

Despite tighter purse strings this year, Steve Zaloga, a 
senior analyst for Teal, said he expects defense spending on 
aerial drones to remain strong: “They are not one of those that 
are going to get hammered badly in the austerity program. I’m 
not saying they’re not going to get trimmed at all, but they’re 
not going to get hit anywhere near as severely as a lot of other 
areas.” 

John Keller, editor of the trade publication Military and 
Aerospace Electronics, scoured the latest budget request and 
found a total for unmanned land, air and sea programs of less 
than $6 billion — about a 13 percent drop from this year. 

“There is still a lot of money,” he said. “But there does 
not seem to be any sacred cows in this budget as there has 
been in years past.” 

UAVs are an up-and-coming technology well-suited to 
the kinds of operations the Pentagon expects to be involved in 
after the war in Afghanistan, namely surveillance over lawless 
areas or messy policing actions, Zaloga said: “They see a 
future for this type of intelligence requirement.” 

The Marines plan to buy 160 Integrators. Deployed at sea, 
the small drones with their infrared sensors and cameras will 
help in security operations and disaster relief, patrol the coast 
and commercial sea lanes, target enemies and interdict pirates, 
among other missions. 

“When you’re posed with technology that is so 
innovative, it opens up a completely new realm of how we 
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could conduct operations,” said Lt. Col. Brad Beach, 
unmanned aerial systems coordinator for the Marine Corps. 

“It is also a recognition of what our future role is looking 
toward the Pacific. More and more of that capability has to 

come from afloat vice ashore. That is driving not only the 
technical solution, but also the concept of operations and the 
manning.” 
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BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
37. NOLA Navy Week To Bring 10 Tall And Modern Warships, Air Show To New Orleans Next Month 
(NEW ORLEANS TIMES-PICAYUNE 07 MAR 12) ... Paul Purpura 

Thousands of Sailors and 10 tall ships and modern 
warships will converge on New Orleans next month, when the 
Navy, Marine Corps and Coast Guard kick off four years of 
international events to commemorate the bicentennial of the 
War of 1812. City and military officials provided details of 
"Navy Week NOLA" today during a news conference at City 
Hall. 

New Orleans is the inaugural city for the Navy-led events 
that begin April 17-23 and conclude in the Crescent City in 
January 2015, on the 200th anniversary of the Battle of New 
Orleans. 

Mayor Mitch Landrieu called it “a spectacular event that 
the city of New Orleans has been so very fortunate to be able 
to host,” and one that falls amid a flurry of tourism-related 
events that culminate next year with the Super Bowl. 

“As I’ve said many years, 2012 is an opportunity once 
again for the great city of New Orleans to shine,” Landrieu 
said of Navy Week, which falls in the same time frame as the 
French Quarter Festival, Final Four, the Essence Festival and 
the New Orleans Jazz and Heritage Festival presented by 
Shell. 

Planners are preparing for 50,000 people to flock to New 
Orleans’ lakefront for two days of air shows over Lake 
Pontchartrain, featuring the Navy’s Blue Angels as the 
headliner and other military acts. As many as 25,000 people 
are expected to tour the vessels that for a week will be docked 
along the Mississippi River’s east bank, from the Crescent 
City Connection to the Esplanade Avenue Wharf. 

Admission to the events is free. Ship tours will be 
available daily, with mornings reserved for school groups and 
afternoons for the general public, said Mark Romig, who 
chairs the city’s planning committee. 

New Orleans is one of 14 cities to see similar events 
commemorating the War of 1812’s bicentennial and The Star 
Spangled Banner, the national anthem that originated from the 
fledgling nation’s disputes with Great Britain over maritime 
issues. While the Battle of New Orleans is considered the 
war’s largest land battle, the War of 1812 was mainly a large 
Navy battle, serving “as the Navy’s first trial by fire,” said 

Rear Adm. Jack Scorby, commander of Navy Region 
Southeast. 

“This is an international event that reminds the world that 
New Orleans has always been a first-class military support 
city,” City Council President Jackie Clarkson said. “And it’s 
not something people consciously remember about us, It’s 
something that will remind them we have always been there 
since 1812.” 

Of the ten visiting ships, three are tall ships, including the 
Coast Guard’s Eagle, Indonesia’s Dewaruci and Ecuador’s 
Guayas. France is sending its frigate, FS Germinal. England is 
sending the frigate HMS Montrose, and Canada is sending the 
HMCS St. Johns, also a frigate. 

The U.S. Navy’s flagship for the visit is the USS Wasp, 
an 844-foot amphibious assault ship used to haul Marines and 
aircraft to war. The guided missile destroyer USS Mitscher, 
guided missile destroyer USS Gettysburg and the frigate USS 
De Wert also are planned. All will be greeted by 21-gun 
salutes, fired from the site of the closed Naval Support 
Activity in Algiers. 

About 2,000 U.S. Sailors and 250 Marines will visit, said 
Cmdr. Tim Riegle of Expeditionary Strike Group 2, of which 
the USS Wasp is a part. 

“We are extremely excited to showcase our ships, our 
Sailors, our Marines for this great city, and I know the Sailors 
are excited to make this port of call,” Scorby said. 

In addition to the Eagle, the Coast Guard re-enactors who 
will tell that agency’s history and a Coast Guard historian will 
give lectures, said Coast Guard Capt. Thomas Kaye. Coast 
Guard aircraft also will perform in the air show, he said. 

The air show will be based at New Orleans Lakefront 
Airport and be held over the lake just west of the airport. The 
show’s center will be the UNO Lakefront Arena, where 
Franklin Avenue meets Lakeshore Drive. 

Public viewing will be along the lakefront, from the UNO 
Research and Technology Park to the Inner Harbor 
Navigational Canal. Parking will be at the UNO and SUNO 
campuses, officials said. 
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38. Sultana To Visit Onancock 
(TASLEY EASTERN SHORE (VA) NEWS 07 MAR 12) ... Carol Vaughn 

ONANCOCK -- Onancock will host the schooner Sultana 
from June 1-4 as part of OpSail Virginia 2012, which 
commemorates the bicentennial of the War of 1812 and the 
writing of the Star-Spangled Banner. 

Onancock -- which along with Cape Charles and Tangier 
on the Eastern Shore is designated as an official affiliate city 
for OpSail Virginia 2012 -- will be the first stop on the 
Chesapeake Bay for the Sultana, a replica of a 1768 British 

Royal Navy two-masted topsail schooner that patrolled the 
North American coast just before the Revolutionary War. 

The schooner is used as a classroom for learning about the 
history and environment of the bay and the Onancock event 
will feature fun and educational activities for the entire family, 
according to a press release about the visit. 

Visitors during the four days the Sultana is at Onancock 
will be able to take free tours of the ship and enjoy live music. 
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Planned activities surrounding the ship's visit include a 
5K kayak race, a plein-aire artist event, a knot-tying contest 
for children and more. 

Additionally, three elementary school classrooms in the 
county are participating in an adopt-a-ship program offered 
through OpSail Virginia 2012. 

"They join the 50 schools and organizations across 
Virginia as ambassadors for their adopted ships," the release 
said. 

The Onancock Town Council this week unanimously 
approved a written proposal from the Tall Ship Sultana at 
Onancock Committee, the volunteer committee created to 
organize events and fundraising for the ship's visit, clearing 
the way for the event. 

The event is town-sanctioned, according to the document, 
but the committee will establish an independent operating 
budget to support it. 

"We don't want this to cost the town any additional 
funding," committee member Richard Pearsall said. 

The council earlier approved paying half the Sultana's fee, 
with grant money and sponsors helping to cover additional 
costs. The Accomack County Board of Supervisors turned 
down a request for financial help. 

Major sponsors other than the town include the Onancock 
Business and Civic Association and Ed Weber Contracting 
and additional sponsors are being sought. Contact Richard 
Pearsall at 757-787-1589 for details about sponsorships at all 
levels. 

The Sultana will continue south after its Onancock stay to 
Cape Charles, where the ship will join historic tall ships Lynx 
and Appledore V at a June 8-12 festival hosted by Tall Ships 
at Cape Charles. 
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39. Mikulski Presses Navy To Keep Comfort Docked In Baltimore 
(WBAL AM RADIO BALTIMORE 07 MAR 12) ... John Patti 

Maryland senior Senator Barbara Mikulski says she wants 
the USNS Comfort to remain docked in Baltimore. Mikulski 
made her comments on Capitol Hill today during a hearing on 
the Navy's budget for next year. 

Senator Mikulski equated the Comfort leaving Baltimore 
to when the Colts left town. 

Mikulski made it quite clear that she wants the USNS 
Comfort to stay put in Baltimore. 

Secretary of the Navy Ray Mabus told the hearing that the 
move is purely financial. He says the Navy pays more than $2 
Million a year to dock the floating hospital ship at the Port of 
Baltimore. 

However, Mikulski asked Secretary Mabus if the Navy 
had considered the hurricane factor in the decision to move the 
Comfort's home port. She explained that two-thirds of the 
deployments since 1987 have come during hurricane season. 
Ships docked in Norfolk are sent out to sea when hurricanes 
are in the forecast. She asked what would happen if the ship is 
deployed during a hurricane? Secretary Mabus didn't have an 
answer but said that he would get back to her. 

Mikulski is a senior member of the Senate Appropriations 
Committee which oversees the Navy's budget. 

In mid-February, the Navy said they would move the 
floating hospital ship out of the Baltimore harbor and into 
Norfolk. 

Senator Mikulski’s dialogue with Secretary Mabus and 
Admiral Greenert, as delivered, follows: 

Senator Mikulski: “We in Maryland, we are a Navy 
state. We are just a Navy state. We love our Army presence 
whether it’s the National Security Agency at Ft. Meade or 
Aberdeen and its bases. We love the Air Force and its 
presence at Andrews Air Force Base. 

“But we are crazy about the Navy. We are home to the 
Naval Academy, the Naval Bethesda Medical Center, Patuxent 
River Naval Air Station and the Office of Naval Intelligence. 

“And we think we offer a fantastic set of home ports. We 
are home port to the Constellation. We are home port to the 
Navy’s 10th Fleet, the dynamic Cyber 10th fleet that has no 
aircraft carriers or submarines, but is defending the nation 
against cyber attacks. We are also home port to the Comfort. 

“Now, we feel really bad that we are going to lose the 
Comfort. In fact, we feel so bad in Maryland, it has the same 
magnitude of feeling as when the Colts left Baltimore. I’m not 
joking. We love the Comfort. It’s the hospital ship we’ve 
watched steam down the Bay to respond to significant 
missions for the nation since 1987. Whether it’s to respond to 
Desert Storm or whether it’s responding to the 9/11 off the 
coast of New York. 

“So, I want to know how we can keep the Comfort in 
Baltimore.” 

Secretary Mabus: Senator the decision to move the 
Comfort was purely financial. The pier in Baltimore is a 
private pier that we pay a little more than $2 million a year to 
keep the Comfort berthed there. The pier we are moving to is a 
Navy pier. So we will save in excess of $2 million a year to 
move the Comfort there. 

Two other things went into the decision. One was the 
facilities at the new pier for the ship and its 57 permanent 
crew members. The second is that the USNS Comfort is 
manned by Medical professionals. 

Senator Mikulski: “You have those that keep the ship 
afloat and operational and you have this extraordinary medical 
team that joins them. I’ve been on the Comfort – it’s just 
amazing.” 

Secretary Mabus: Me too. And that manning has 
changed over the years so that most of those health 
professionals – doctors, nurses – come out of the hospital in 
Portsmouth, VA, instead of the way they used to out of 
Bethesda. 

And so those are the things that went into the decision, 
but it was primarily financial. 

Senator Mikulski: “I understand that we’re in a frugal 
environment. That’s been the testimony and in many of your 
comments that you support the Secretary of Defense and the 
President’s initiative to have a more frugal but still muscular 
defense. We understand cost. But tell me about this pier. Don’t 
you have to build a new pier for the Comfort?” 

Secretary Mabus: No, ma’am, we upgraded the pier. 
Senator Mikulski: “And how much did that cost?” 
Secretary Mabus: About $3.5 million. 
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Senator Mikulski: “So it cost $3.5 million to upgrade it.” 
Secretary Mabus: Yes. 
Senator Mikulski: “Now let’s go to the mission. I 

understand that we used to get the man power from Naval 
Bethesda, so I don’t dispute that. But have you looked at the 
hurricane impact? 

“The Comfort is has been deployed since 1987 nine or ten 
times, two-thirds of that has been during hurricane season. 
During a hurricane, ships berthed at Norfolk have to go out to 
sea. 

“So have you looked at the hurricane impact on the 
Comfort, out at sea riding it out, and what it would have to do 
to be ready to deploy?” 

Admiral Greenert: I can’t tell you that we have, Senator. 
I’m going to have to get back to you on that and see what that 
would be. 

Senator Mikulski: “Well Admiral I would really 
appreciate that. You know, it’s my job to fight to keep the 
Comfort, both for economic reasons and jobs. We have 
developed an affectionate relationship, and I think the crew of 
the Comfort feels the same – that we are a welcoming home 
port. 

“So Mr. Secretary, with the cooperation of the Admiral, 
I’d like you to look at that impact and see if it affects your 
judgment so that we can keep the Comfort. 

“If we cannot, and facts must speak for themselves, would 
you also take the opportunity to look and see if there are other 
home port opportunities for us? Because we have a 50-foot 
channel, we now have port capacity that’s going to welcome 
the new ships coming through the Panama Canal. If we can 
welcome these new ships from the Canal, we sure would like 
to welcome a vessel from the United States Navy. 

“We have the Constellation, the older ship, we’d welcome 
a new ship, and we’d love to keep the Comfort.” 

Listen to Audio Track 1 (RT: 3:27) 
Listen to Audio Track 2 (RT: 3:53) 
Broadcast Clip – Senator Mikulski Takes On Navy 

Over Fate Of USNS Comfort 
(WJZ CBS BALTIMORE 07 MAR 12) Alex Demetrick 
It was Mikulski vs. the Navy on Capitol Hill, in a tug of 

war over the hospital ship Comfort and whether it would stay 
in Baltimore or move to Virginia. 

It was a friendly enough exchange of heart versus the 
bottom line. 

View Clip (RT: 1:51) 
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40. Energy Programs Showcased At 7th Annual Military Energy Alternatives Conference 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 07 MAR 12) ... Chief of Naval Operations Energy and Environmental Readiness Division Public Affairs 

FALLS CHURCH, Va. -- The director of the Navy 
Energy Coordination Office (OPNAV N45E) was a featured 
presenter at the 7th Annual Military Energy Alternatives 
Conference March 6-8 at the Weston Tysons Corner, Falls 
Church, Va. 

During the conference, Cmdr. James Goudreau explained 
the critical role of energy to the Navy. 

"First and foremost, Navy energy is about the warfighter. 
Our reason to pursue these initiatives is to deliver greater 
combat capability. Reduced consumption of energy and 
increased use of alternative energy comprise the Navy's two-
pronged approach to improving combat capability and 
achieving energy security," said Goudreau. 

"Energy efficiency reduces consumption and is achieved 
by modifying the current fleet, changing the acquisition 
process to consider energy in future weapons platforms, and 
changing Navy's culture to value energy as tactical, 
operational, and strategic assets," said Goudreau. 

The conference, hosted by the Marcus Evans Corporation, 
was attended by senior Department of Defense and 
Department of Energy personnel with responsibilities in the 
areas of alternative energy, energy programs, installations, 
logistics, contracting, research and development, project 

management, and engineering. Two of the additional speakers 
included Gayle von Eckartsberg, deputy director 
Expeditionary Energy Office, U.S. Marine Corps and Dr. 
Srinivas Mirmira, Advanced Research Projects Agency-
Energy (ARPA-E), a partner of the Department of the Navy 
for the development of critical technology. 

"The speakers at this conference have it right. They 
understand that we have to value energy differently. They 
understand the military needs an energy-dense liquid fuel to 
perform our national security mission. As petroleum becomes 
scarce and increases in cost, alternative fuels will be critical to 
addressing a national security challenge," said Goudreau. 

The theme of this year's conference was "Embracing a 
roadmap for the future integration and renewables for tactical 
effectiveness and installation security." The five blocks of 
presentations included Achieving an Effective Operational 
Energy Strategy Across the DoD; Complying with Tactical 
and Installation Requirements for Increased Energy Security; 
Assessing the Applicability of Myriad Renewables to Military 
Operations; Advancing Mission Success with Energy 
Efficiency Improvements at the Tactical Level; and Designing 
a Roadmap for the Progression of Renewables Research in 
DoD Applications. 
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41. How The U.S. Military Is Going Green 
(EAST COUNTY (CA) MAGAZINE 07 MAR 12) ... Miriam Raftery 

SAN DIEGO —The U.S. military is tackling a major 
battle: striving to rely on renewable energy to meet half of all 
energy that it uses by 2020. 

“That’s a tall order,” Captain Marko Medved, Operations 
Officer for Naval Facilities Engineering Command Southwest. 
Marko spoke last weekend at Forging a Sustainable Future, a 
two-day symposium sponsored by UnitedGREEN. Captain 

Medved’s job? Making the military bases of the Southwest 
energy efficient. That’s over one million acres—and he 
reports, “We’ve made significant gains.” 

How is the military fulfilling its latest mission? Through 
conservation, renewable production, recycling, power 
production, creating a culture of sustainability, and capital 
improvements. In addition, the U.S. Navy is preparing to sail a 
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fleet powered by algae-based biofuels around the world in the 
near future. 

In the past 10 years, the Navy has reduced its energy use 
by 20 percent. Other branches of the service are also making 
strides. 

Water use has dropped by a billion gallons, or “about half 
of our draw in the last 40 years,” said Medved. 

The Navy is also producing power through solar 
photovoltaics, wind and geothermal. Projects including a 117 
megawatt (MW) geothermal facility at China Lake among 
others, with still more in the pipeline, such as seven wind 
turbines on San Nicolas Island off the California coast. 

“We’re almost off-grid at Miramar. We need only 3 MW 
more," Capt. Medved reported. 

The Navy, which owns the land under Miramar Landfill, 
is also requiring recycling at construction sites, adding smart 
meters to its operations, and investing in capitol improvements 
to save money and power by maximizing energy efficiency. 

“We have 150 buildings in the process for LEED Gold or 
Platinum certification,” he revealed. 

Besides making its land-based facilities more energy 
efficient, the Navy is also readying its ships to convert to 
renewable fuels. Tests on algae-based fuels including a 50/50 
mix of algae and diesel fuels last year had positive outcomes. 
The Navy has set its sights on demonstrating a Green Strike 
Force later this year and deploying a “Great Green Fleet” 
strike force powered by alternative fuels by 2016. 
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42. DoD Officials Make Case To Congress For BRAC 
(FEDERAL TIMES 07 MAR 12) ... Andy Medici 

The Defense Department’s top installations official 
pressed lawmakers Wednesday to approve for two new rounds 
of base closures — one in 2013 and one in 2015. 

Dorothy Robyn, deputy undersecretary of defense for 
installations and the environment, said the five rounds of base 
closures from 1991 through 2005 avoid $12 billion annually in 
spending on base support, leasing and personnel — enough to 
buy 300 Apache attack helicopters or four submarines every 
year. Robyn appeared at a hearing of the House 
Appropriations subcommittee for military construction. 

The 2005 base closure round, which accounts for $4 
billion annually of the savings, is not representative of the 
savings DoD can achieve in future rounds because the 
emphasis that year was not on savings but on reorienting the 
military to face new threats. 

“Because the focus was on transforming installations to 
better support forces — as opposed to saving money and space 
— it is a poor gauge of the savings that the department can 

achieve through another BRAC round,” Robyn said in her 
written testimony. 

Katherine Hammack, assistant secretary of the Army for 
installations, energy and the environment, said future rounds 
will help the Army eliminate excess capacity from force 
reductions. According to Robyn, the Army will see a force 
reduction of 72,000 over five years. 

Terry Yonkers, assistant secretary of the Air Force for 
installations, environment and logistics, said that, even after 
closing seven installations and realigning 63 others, the 
service’s excess capacity costs hundreds of millions of dollars 
a year. 

“This excess capacity can only be effectively eliminated 
by closing installations,” Yonkers said in written testimony. 

The 2005 round of base closures and realignments cost 
about $35 billion to implement, while all four previous BRAC 
rounds combined cost $26 billion, according to the 
Government Accountability Office. 
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43. Japan, U.S. To Discuss Realignment Of Okinawa Forces On Thurs. 
(KYODO NEWS 07 MAR 12) 

TOKYO -- Senior Japanese and U.S. officials will meet 
this week in Washington to discuss how to deploy some of the 
U.S. Marines in Okinawa to Guam, government sources said 
Wednesday. 

The meeting will be the first of its kind since Japan and 
the United States announced on Feb. 8 that they are in talks to 
review the 2006 road map on the realignment of U.S. forces in 
Japan under a bilateral security accord. 

The two countries will hold a director general----level 
meeting of foreign and defense officials in Washington on 
Thursday, which will be followed by a two----day meeting 
from Monday by deputy directors general, who will try to 

work out the details of the realignment of U.S. troops on the 
Japanese island of Okinawa, the sources said. 

The two countries are trying to map out a rough plan on 
the deployment by around May. 

Tokyo and Washington have already decided that the 
transfer of some of the Marines is no longer contingent on the 
relocation of the Marine Corps' Futenma Air Station to 
another site in Okinawa Prefecture. 

The decision was made partly because the relocation of 
the air base to a replacement facility on the coast at the 
Marines' Camp Schwab has been stalled amid strong local 
opposition. 
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44. Japan, U.S. Mull Temporarily Stationing Ospreys On Honshu Island 
(KYODO NEWS 07 MAR 12) 

TOKYO -- Japan and the United States are considering 
temporarily stationing the MV-22 Osprey, a transport aircraft 
that can take off and land vertically, at U.S. military bases and 
other locations on Japan's largest main island of Honshu, 
sources close to bilateral ties said Wednesday. 

The proposed move, with some units to be stationed as 
early as July, comes ahead of the plan to deploy the Osprey 
planes to the Marine Corps' Futenma Air Station in Okinawa 
Prefecture in October, and is aimed at easing the prefecture's 
concerns about the aircraft's safety, the sources said. 
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Among the candidate sites are the Marine Corps' Iwakuni 
Air Station in Yamaguchi Prefecture and Camp Fuji in 
Shizuoka Prefecture, but the local residents are likely to 
protest any plan to station the Ospreys, according to the 
sources. 

The U.S. Defense Department announced last June that it 
plans to replace the aging CH-46 Sea Knight helicopters, 
currently at Futenma base, which is located in a crowded 
residential area in Ginowan, with the Ospreys. 

The United States had planned to position the first 12 
Ospreys in October, but residents in Okinawa expressed strong 
concerns about the noise and the safety, given the aircraft's 
history of fatal crashes during test flights. 

Okinawa Gov. Hirokazu Nakaima is opposed to the 
Ospreys being deployed in the prefecture. He says it is 
“unacceptable,” citing the aircraft's record of crashing a 
number of times. Such opposition prompted the Japanese and 
U.S. governments to seek ways to alleviate Okinawa's 
concerns, according to the sources. 

In a parliament session in February, Foreign Minister 
Koichiro Gemba said it is “important to take steps to allay the 
fears” of the local residents and called on ministers dealing 
with Okinawa affairs to go aboard the Osprey on test flights. 

The United States began deploying the Osprey for combat 
operations starting in 2007 to locations such as Iraq. 
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45. NHL Team Donates $100,000 To Help TAPS Families 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 07 MAR 12) ... Army Sgt. 1st Class Tyrone C. Marshall Jr. 

WASHINGTON – The National Hockey League’s 
Washington Capitals highlighted the club’s ninth annual 
military appreciation night yesterday with a six-figure 
donation to the Tragedy Assistance Program for Survivors 
program. 

The TAPS program, founded in 1994, provides support 
for anyone who has suffered the loss of a military loved one, 
regardless of their relationship to the deceased or the 
circumstance of the death. 

“It’s very important to have this kind of level of support 
for our families and members in uniform,” Navy Adm. James 
A. Winnefeld Jr., vice chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, 
told Capitals co-owner Raul Fernandez. “I want to thank you 
and the Caps team for your continued support of our men and 
women in uniform… We know that your support extends far 
beyond this. We’ve just heard about the very, very generous 
donation to TAPS. TAPS is a terrific program.” 

In pregame remarks, Fernandez announced a donation of 
$105,742.76 to TAPS. 

“The donation tonight is just absolutely fantastic for those 
family members,” Winnefeld said. “It just reflects the 
tremendous generosity of the Caps organization and the fact 
that they recognize that there is goodness being a responsible 
member of the community, as well as a hell of a lot of fun as a 
sports franchise.” 

Rene C. Bardorf, deputy assistant secretary of defense for 
community and public outreach, attended military appreciation 
night and praised the Capitals organization. 

“Your support of military families is just to be 
applauded,” she said. “Your salute to military is very fitting 
for this evening, but as you have mentioned, it doesn’t begin 
and end here tonight. What’s wonderful about the Caps 
program is that it’s a fully integrated program that doesn’t just 
involve giving tickets to service members to come and enjoy a 
game. It goes far deeper than that.” 

For example, she said, the organization uses its fan base 
to raise public awareness for service members and their 
families as they reintegrate back into communities. 

Bardorf joined the vice chairman in expressing her 
appreciation for the large donation to TAPS. 

“We need this collaborative effort between government 
and private sector in order to support our military families and 
ensure they have successful futures for the rest of their lives,” 
she said. 

The vice chairman noted that troops around the world 
who are NHL fans likely were watching the game with great 
appreciation. 

“You have about 200,000 military members deployed 
tonight overseas [and] all across the world,” Winnefeld said. 
“Many of them are Capitals fans, and some of them might 
well be tuning into this game tonight.” 
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NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
46. Coalition To Lobby For Commissary Benefit 
(NAVY TIMES 07 MAR 12) ... Karen Jowers 

In the wake of proposals over the past year that would 
diminish the savings offered in commissaries and exchanges, 
the Coalition to Save Our Military Shopping Benefits has 
sprung up to promote, defend and strengthen those benefits. 

In the long run, this will increase savings for shoppers, 
according to the founders, which include the American 
Logistics Association and the Armed Forces Marketing 
Council, trade groups representing the industry that sells to 
commissaries and exchanges. 

The coalition aims to educate those in the military 
community about the value of the benefit, reminding 
customers they can save upwards of 20 percent by shopping at 

their commissaries and exchanges. For example, the average 
savings for commissary shoppers is 32 percent compared to 
stores outside the gate. 

As more customers understand the savings and head to 
the store, which will increase sales, “prices will be continually 
driven down, giving military patrons an even greater 
incentive” to shop there, according to a March 7 
announcement on the formation of the coalition. 

The coalition’s website will let customers check out 
upcoming sales and other promotions, and will include 
testimonials from customers on why they feel the benefit is 
important. 
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The coalition also will educate policymakers about the 
consequences of moving forward with certain proposals 
brought forth this year, coalition president Patrick Nixon said 
in the announcement. 

One such proposal is to combine commissaries and 
exchanges into one system, and eliminate the $1.4 billion 
taxpayer subsidy for commissaries. This would force prices to 
increase in commissaries, which sell groceries, said Nixon. 

A $1.4 billion taxpayer subsidy currently allows 
commissaries to sell groceries at cost, with a 5-percent 
surcharge at the cash register that funds commissary 
construction and renovations. Exchanges, in contrast, mark up 
their items in order to fund operations, construction, and to 
contribute money to help operate morale programs on military 
bases. 

Nixon, a former director of the Defense Commissary 
Agency, is now president of the American Logistics 
Association, a trade group of manufacturers and distributors 

that do business with commissaries, exchanges, and morale, 
welfare and recreation activities. 

“No merchant better understands and respects military 
families than the commissaries and exchanges,” Nixon said. 

Commissaries and exchanges employ more than 30,000 
veterans and military family members, and the industries that 
support the stores have committed to hiring another 25,000 
veterans and military family members, in conjunction with 
First Lady Michelle Obama’s Joining Forces initiative. 

There must be constant education within the military 
community about the value of the benefit, said Joyce Raezer, 
executive director of the National Military Family 
Association. 

“We have people who still don’t understand the value. 
They didn’t grow up with commissaries,” she said, adding that 
education needs to reach every new recruit and every new 
spouse. 
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47. U.S. Report To Warn On Cyberattack Threat From China 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 08 MAR 12) ... Siobahn Gorman 

WASHINGTON—China almost certainly would mount a 
cyberattack on the U.S. in the event of a conflict, and the U.S. 
has no clear policy to determine how to respond appropriately, 
a congressional advisory panel is set to warn on Thursday. 

In a lengthy report analyzing Chinese cyber-capabilities 
and the threat facing the U.S., the U.S.-China Economic and 
Security Review Commission found that the U.S. 
telecommunications supply chain is particularly vulnerable to 
cyber-tampering and an attack could result in a "catastrophic 
failure" of U.S. critical infrastructure. 

The report was written for the commission by analysts at 
defense firm Northrop Grumman Corp. 

The commission's findings are likely to stoke a fight on 
Capitol Hill over competing cybersecurity proposals, which 
are likely to reach the Senate floor in the coming weeks. 
Supporters of a White House-backed cybersecurity bill have 
clashed with Republicans over whether the government should 
require critical infrastructure companies to meet new 
standards. 

Late Wednesday, the White House pressed its case for 
new cybersecurity standards with a classified administration 
briefing that pointed the inadequacy of current cybersecurity 
authorities of the U.S. government, an administration official 
said. The briefing for senators from top intelligence and 
national security officials focused on how the U.S. would 
respond to a cyber attack on its infrastructure. 

While the congressional proposals aim to improve U.S. 
cyberdefenses, they wouldn't address the key policy gap the 
commission identified: In the event of a cyberattack during a 
conflict with China, there is no standard U.S. policy for 
responding proportionally, when it can't clearly prove who 
carried out the attack. 

China's military, the People's Liberation Army, has been 
intensifying its focus on cyberwarfare, the report concluded. 

Chinese military leaders appear to have reached 
agreement on the importance of developing tactics and 
techniques to pursue "information confrontation" against its 
adversaries in concert with traditional military means, 
according to the commission report. 

The PLA now regularly incorporates cyberattack and 
defensive techniques into its national military exercises, as it 
has done for the past three years, the report says. Yet, some 
Chinese military officials have acknowledged gaps in current 
capabilities, including technical issues like incompatible 
software systems. 

The commission also found that the Chinese government 
is funding research at 50 civilian universities to bolster 
cyberattack and defensive capabilities. 

The report examined how China would likely respond in 
the event of heightened military tensions with the U.S. The 
Chinese would first seek to check and enhance the cyber-
surveillance mechanisms it has already hidden in U.S. 
military-communications systems, according to the report. 

Chinese military operatives would then identify targets of 
opportunity, which likely would include U.S. military 
commands and the contractors that serve them, the report 
found. 

The Chinese government regularly denies allegations of 
cyberspying and has called the U.S.-China commission a 
"product of Cold War mentality." 

The commission report depicts the U.S. as a rich target for 
cyberattacks, particularly its telecommunications systems. 
There are few mechanisms to ensure that key pieces of 
equipment aren't tampered with from the time they are 
manufactured to the time they end up in U.S. government 
networks or in key pieces of U.S. infrastructure. 

A typical Internet router, it found, has components made 
in 16 locations, many in China, which all could provide 
avenues for meddling. Similarly, once the equipment is 
manufactured, there are few controls on the distribution 
process, which provide additional opportunities for security 
breaches. 

The White House is addressing similar concerns about the 
integrity of U.S. telecommunications. The Obama 
administration is in the middle of an exhaustive survey of the 
U.S. telecommunications supply chain. The House intelligence 
committee is investigating Chinese telecommunications 
companies and their efforts to gain access to U.S. markets. 
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The commission report warns that Chinese 
telecommunications firms receive support from the Chinese 
government and maintain relationships with the PLA, so they 

could be used to assist the Chinese government with cyber-
warfare research, training, and cyber-surveillance. 

Some of those firms, like Huawei Technologies Co., have 
denied any link to the Chinese government. 
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48. Honoring Graduates Who Opt To Serve 
Fairfax County debates how to publicly recognize students who have enlisted in the military 
(WASHINGTON POST 08 MAR 12) ... Emma Brown 

In Fairfax County, where honors abound for high school 
seniors on the road to college, a growing chorus of parents 
says that spring graduation ceremonies should recognize a 
long-overlooked cadre of students who have chosen another 
path: enlistment in the military. 

These parents are pressing the county school board 
Thursday night to acknowledge that volunteering for the 
armed forces is a commitment worthy of a public display of 
respect, with red, white and blue “honor cords” that graduates 
would wear around their necks as they receive diplomas. 

“In this area, it seems like if you don’t go to college 
you’re almost not worth as much as someone else,” said 
Carolyn Kellam, one of the Fairfax parents who has been 
lobbying the board. “But I don’t think college is the end-all 
be-all for everyone, and it doesn’t have to be. There are other 
choices out there.” 

No one on the board wants to cast a vote that seems at 
odds with Kellam’s view. Nor is there any public push-back in 
Fairfax from critics of military recruiting in high schools. But 
the question of how to recognize enlistees is politically 
sensitive. Some board members want to give principals 
freedom to honor enlistees as they see fit. 

At Marshall High, Principal Jay Pearson said enlistees are 
cheered at a pre-graduation awards ceremony, but honor cords 
have long been reserved for members of academic honor 
societies. 

“For the school board to write policy to dictate what we 
do — this is what I oppose,” Pearson said. 

To outsiders, the difference between the two sides seems 
like shades of gray. But to parents who have pushed for cords, 
the choice is black and white — a decision that will symbolize 
whether schools value students who opt for the infantry as 
much as those who go to the Ivy League. 

Seniors who win ROTC scholarships or admission to a 
military academy are routinely lauded at graduation, but 
recognition is more uneven for those who have volunteered to 
join the rank and file. At some schools, they are applauded or 
their names are read aloud. Elsewhere, they are not 
acknowledged at all. 

A school board directive to highlight that often-invisible 
decision to enlist would set Fairfax apart from most, if not all, 
neighboring school systems in the Washington area. 

“The thing we’re trying to do here is recognize the 
commitment these young men and women have made,” said 
board member Elizabeth Schultz (Springfield). “If they’re 
willing to say, ‘You know what, I’m ready to serve,’ that’s 
somebody stepping up to the line who has demonstrably 
acquired some critical thinking, strategic planning and 
leadership skills.” 

Less than 2 percent of Fairfax’s Class of 2011 — fewer 
than 200 out of about 12,000 students — enlisted in the Army, 

Marine Corps, Navy or Air Force, according to data the 
military provided. 

Among them was Carolyn Kellam’s son Danny, one of 11 
enlistees who graduated from Robinson Secondary School in 
2011. A few weeks before graduation, their parents asked the 
school to allow their children to stand for applause during 
commencement or an awards ceremony beforehand. 

The answer was no — there was not enough time to 
change a mapped-to-the-minute event. 

Three days after graduation, Danny Kellam left home for 
Marine Corps basic training at Parris Island, S.C. He ships out 
to Afghanistan next month. 

Across the country, a growing number of schools and 
communities are using graduation ceremonies to recognize 
young warriors-to-be alongside valedictorians and star 
athletes. 

The trend has discomfited pacifists in some parts of the 
country, but the sentiment has not been expressed publicly in 
the local debate. 

Among members of the Fairfax school board, there seems 
to be consensus that enlistees deserve recognition. The 
question is how. 

Honor Cords 
Those lobbying for honor cords say telling principals to 

recognize the enlistees in a “meaningful way” — as some 
board members have discussed — is too vague. 

“Meaningful way — what does that mean?” said Schultz, 
who is pushing for the honor cords. “Does that mean an 
asterisk in the graduation ceremony handout? Does that mean 
hanging a banner with their names on it? One person’s 
meaningful is another person’s insignificant.” 

Principals have asked for flexibility, however, saying that 
every school needs to be able to plan commencement 
exercises according to its own traditions. Some schools use 
honor cords to recognize academic achievement or community 
service, for example. Others do not use them at all. 

Parents say they are looking for a simple, outward honor 
for enlistees — not just to recognize individual students but 
also to remind every parent and grandparent in the graduation 
audience that a country at war needs soldiers and should 
appreciate those who volunteer. 

“We don’t live like we’re at war. It’s like we don’t even 
acknowledge it in any way,” said Christine Zinser, whose son 
Philipp enlisted in the Marines last year before graduating 
from Robinson. If a few students wear a braided cord in the 
colors of the flag, she said, “no one has to say anything. It’s a 
symbol — a reminder of the service, the sacrifice.” 

Current seniors said their choice to enlist had nothing to 
do with wanting public recognition, but they said they would 
welcome the chance to wear an honor cord. 

“That would be amazing — so people would just know 
this is what we’re doing and this is the path we chose,” said 
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Fairfax High senior Christopher Guanilo, 18, who signed up 
for the Army last year and went to boot camp over the 
summer. 

Military’s Draw 
Some teens said they were drawn to the armed forces by 

the promise of immediate financial independence and help 
paying for college someday. Others crave the military’s 
discipline or want to prepare for a career in law enforcement. 

They bristle at the idea that they have joined up because 
they have no other options. 

Some people assume enlistees are “not very intelligent,” 
said South Lakes senior Lee Maring, 18, who enlisted in the 
Army on Feb. 29. 

“That isn’t true at all,” said Maring, who hopes to become 
a cryptologic linguist — a translator who analyzes messages 
coming from foreign countries. “It’s something that you want 
to do.” 

For principals, there is not much incentive to trumpet 
enlistment in the military. Their job evaluations (and 
neighborhood real estate prices) are tied to a school’s record 
of producing stellar students, not soldiers. 

Some principals said they simply had not given much 
thought in years past to honoring enlistees. 

“I feel remiss that we haven’t been doing it,” said 
Robinson Secondary Principal Dan Meier. “I commend these 
parents that brought it up. Robinson has been a school for 40 
years — why this hadn’t come up previously, I don’t know.” 

Change is already in the works at Robinson, a school 
named after a soldier who died in combat in Vietnam. 

No matter how the school board votes Thursday, Meier 
said, this spring Robinson enlistees will wear an honor cord 
and will be asked to stand for applause at graduation. 
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49. Marine’s Facebook Page Tests Military Rules 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 07 MAR 12) ... Julie Watson 

SAN DIEGO — Marine Sgt. Gary Stein first started a 
Facebook page called Armed Forces Tea Party Patriots to 
encourage service members to exercise their free speech 
rights. Then he declared that he wouldn’t follow orders from 
the commander in chief, President Barack Obama. 

While Stein softened his statement to say he wouldn’t 
follow “unlawful orders,” military observers say he may have 
gone too far. 

The Marine Corps is now looking into whether he 
violated the military’s rules prohibiting political statements by 
those in uniform and broke its guidelines on what troops can 
and cannot say on social media. Stein said his views are 
constitutionally protected. 

While troops have always expressed their views in 
private, Stein’s case highlights the potential for their opinions 
to go global as tech-savvy service members post personal 
details, videos and pictures that can hurt the military’s image 
at home and abroad. 

“I think that it’s been pretty well established for a long 
time that freedom of speech is one area in which people do 
surrender some of their basic rights in entering the armed 
forces,” said former Navy officer David Glazier, a professor at 
Loyola Law School in Los Angeles. 

“Good order and discipline require the military maintain 
respect for the chain of command,” Glazier said. “That 
includes prohibiting speech critical of the senior officers in 
that chain of command — up to and including the commander 
in chief.” 

According to Pentagon directives, military personnel in 
uniform can’t sponsor a political club; participate in any TV or 
radio program or group discussion that advocates for or 
against a political party, candidate or cause; or speak at any 
event promoting a political movement. 

Commissioned officers also may not use contemptuous 
words against senior officials, including the defense secretary 
or the president. 

In January, an Army reservist wearing camouflaged 
fatigues got into trouble for taking the stage during a rally in 
Iowa with Republican presidential candidate and Texas 
congressman Ron Paul. 

Stein was first cautioned by his superiors at Camp 
Pendleton, north of San Diego, in 2010 after he launched his 
Facebook page, criticizing Obama’s health care overhaul. 
Stein volunteered to take down the page while he reviewed the 
rules at the request of his superiors. 

He said he determined he was not in violation and 
relaunched the page under the shortened account name Armed 
Forces Tea Party. Last week, he said his superiors told him he 
couldn’t use social media sites on government computers after 
he posted the message stating he would not follow unlawful 
orders of the president. 

Stein said his statement was part of an online debate about 
NATO allowing U.S. troops to be tried for the Quran burnings 
in Afghanistan. 

In that context, he said, he was stating that he would not 
follow orders from the president if those orders included 
detaining U.S. citizens, disarming them or doing anything else 
that he believes would violate their constitutional rights. 

Another Marine alerted his command about the statement, 
Stein said. 

Stein said he respects the office of the president, but he 
does not agree with Obama’s policies. He said he is within his 
rights to speak up. 

“Just because I’m a Marine doesn’t mean I don’t have 
free speech or can’t say my personal opinion about the 
president or other public official just like anybody else,” Stein 
said. “The Constitution trumps everything else.” 

Stein said it’s positive when service members are well-
versed on the Constitution and what’s going on in 
government. 

“When we know what we’re fighting for, we fight 
harder,” he said. 

The Marine Corps said Stein is allowed to express his 
personal opinions as long as they do not give the impression 
he is speaking in his official capacity as a Marine. Spokesman 
Maj. Michael Armistead said the Corps is taking a closer look 
to ensure Stein has not crossed that line. 

“At this time, he has not been asked to take down the 
statement on his page,” he said. 
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Stein appears in a dress shirt and tie on his Facebook page 
but he also describes himself as “a conservative blogger, 
speaker, the founder of the Armed Forces Tea Party and 
active-duty, eight-year Marine Corps veteran.” 

Marine Sgt. Jerret Wright, who liked Stein’s page, said 
Stein “probably skirted the line a little bit” with his latest 
message about not following Obama’s orders, but his boldness 
in expressing his views has been refreshing in a community 
that often feels silenced. 

“People assume that we’re zombies with an on-and-off 
switch, and that we listen to orders and do nothing else,” 
Wright said. 

Military observers say it’s not that simple. They say it is 
bad form to lash out at the commander in chief. Experts also 
say his Facebook postings appear to link his professional 
standing with his political views. 

They also point out that the Pentagon policy is necessary 
in preventing political and religious debates that could divide a 
unit and disrupt the strong working relationship that is needed 
to carry out missions, Glazier said. 

“There are plenty of examples in the world of militaries 
heavily involved in influencing political events that have 
shown that is not conducive to civilian rule of law,” he said. 
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50. 150 Years Ago: The Battle Of Hampton Roads 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 08 MAR 12) ... Kate Wiltrout 

It's not hyperbole to say that the Monitor arrived just in 
the nick of time for the famous showdown 150 years ago, on 
March 8, 1862. 

The Confederate warship Virginia - a hybrid vessel made 
from the hull and engines of a scuttled Union ship, covered 
with a protective shell of wood and topped by two inches of 
iron - had wreaked havoc on the U.S. fleet blockading 
Hampton Roads. 

The Virginia sank two Union ships on the first day of 
battle. Both had fired on the approaching ironclad, to no avail: 
The shots bounced off. 

A third Union ship, the Minnesota, had run aground 
trying to enter the fray, but darkness fell before the ironclad 
could approach it. The Virginia returned to Norfolk for the 
night. When dawn broke the next morning, the scene was far 
different. The Monitor had arrived and anchored next to the 
ailing Minnesota. 

Designed and built from scratch, with a hull that was 
completely submerged and a rotating armored turret on top, 
the Monitor could fire in all directions. It was smaller and 
more maneuverable than the Confederate ironclad. 

Still, it was untested. Its crew could only hope that it 
would perform as anticipated. 

One officer aboard the Monitor, Paymaster William F. 
Keeler, described the battle afterward in a letter to his wife. 
His handwritten account of that day - as well as many others 
from aboard the newfangled ship - now rest in the archives of 
The Mariners' Museum in Newport News. 

An edited account of Keeler's observations is excerpted 
below: 

As the Merrimack approached, we slowly steamed out of 
the shadow of our towering friend [the Minnesota]. 

We were making the most of our time in taking a good 
look at our still distant but approaching foe. A puff of smoke 
arose from her side and a shell howled over our heads and 
crashed into the side of the Minnesota. Capt. Worden, who 
was on deck, came up and said more sternly than I ever heard 
him speak before, "Gentlemen, that is the Merrimack, you had 
better go below." 

We did not wait for a second invitation but ascended the 
tower and down the hatchway. The iron hatch was closed over 
the opening and all access to us cut off. As we passed down 
through the turret the gunners were lifting a 175-pound shot 
into the mouth of one of our immense guns. 

"Send them that with our compliments, my lads," says 
Capt. Worden. 

I experienced a peculiar sensation, I do not think it was 
fear, but it was different from anything I ever knew before. 
We were enclosed in what we supposed to be an impenetrable 
armour - we knew that a powerful foe was about to meet us - 
ours was an untried experiment and our enemy's first fire 
might make it a coffin for us all. 

The suspense was awful as we waited in the dim light 
expecting every moment to hear the crash of our enemy's shot. 

Soon came the report of a gun, then another and another 
at short intervals, then a rapid discharge. Then a thundering 
broadside and the infernal howl (I can't give it a more 
appropriate name) of the shells as they flew over our vessel 
was all that broke the silence and made it seem still more 
terrible. 

Mr. Greene says, "Paymaster, ask the captain if I shall 
fire." The reply was, "Tell Mr. Greene not to fire till I give the 
word, to be cool and deliberate, to take sure aim and not waste 
a shot." 

O, what a relief it was, when at the word, the gun over my 
head thundered out its challenge with a report which jarred our 
vessel, but it was music to us all. 

Until we fired, the Merrimack had taken no notice of us, 
confining her attentions to the Minnesota. Our second shot 
struck her and made the iron scales rattle on her side. She 
seemed for the first time to be aware of our presence and 
replied to our solid shot with grape and canister which rattled 
on our iron decks like hail stones. 

The vessels were now sufficiently near to make our fire 
effective and our two heavy pieces were worked as rapidly as 
possible, every shot telling - the intervals being filled by the 
howling of the shells around and over us, which was now 
incessant. 

The men at the guns had stripped themselves to their 
waists and were covered with powder and smoke, the 
perspiration falling from them like rain. 

Below, we had no idea of the position of our unseen 
antagonist, her mode of attack, or her distance from us, except 
what was made known through the orders of the captain. 

"Tell Mr. Greene that I am going to bring him on our 
starboard beam close along side." 

"That was a good shot, went through her water line." 
"Don't let the men expose themselves, they are firing at us 

with rifles." 
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"That last shot brought the iron from her sides." 
"She's too far off now, reserve your fire till you're sure." 
"If you can elevate enough, try the wooden gun boat." 
"You struck." (We learned afterward that that shot killed 

four men and wounded the captain.) 
"They're going to board us, put in a round of canister." 
"Can't do it," replies Mr. Greene, "both guns have solid 

shot." 
"Give them to her then." 
Bang goes one of the guns. 
"You've made a hole through her, quick give her the 

other." 
Snap goes the primer. 
"Why don't you fire?" 
"Can't do it, the cartridge is not rammed home." 
"Depress the gun and let the shot roll overboard." 
"It won't do it." 
In the meantime two or three more primers snap. 
"How long will it take to get the shot out of that gun?" 
"Can't tell, perhaps 15 minutes." 
And we hauled off, as the papers say, "to let our guns 

cool." 
We were soon ready for her again as the order from Capt. 

W. indicated, "Port bow close aboard, load and fire as fast as 
possible." 

"A splendid shot, you raked them then." 
"Look out now they're going to run us down, give them 

both guns." 
This was the critical moment, one that I had feared from 

the beginning of the fight - if she could easily pierce the heavy 
oak beams of the Cumberland, she surely could go through the 
1/2-inch iron plates of our lower hull. 

A moment of terrible suspense, a heavy jar nearly 
throwing us from our feet - a rapid glance to detect the 
expected gush of water - she had failed to reach us below the 
water and we were safe. 

At this time a heavy shell struck the pilot house - I was 
standing near, waiting an order, heard the report which was 
unusually heavy, a flash of light and a cloud of smoke filled 
the house. I noticed the captain stagger and put his hands to 
his eyes - I ran up to him and asked if he was hurt. 

"My eyes," says he, "I am blind." 
With the assistance of the surgeon I got him down and 

called Lt. Greene from the turret. A number of us collected 
around him, the blood was running from his face, which was 
blackened with the powder smoke. 

He said, "Gentlemen I leave it with you, do what you 
think best. I cannot see, but do not mind me. Save the 
Minnesota if you can." 

The quartermaster at the wheel, as soon as Capt. W. was 
hurt, had turned from our antagonist and we were now some 
distance from her. We held a hurried consultation and "fight" 
was the unanimous voice of all. 

Lt. Greene took Capt. W.'s position and our bow was 
again pointed for the Merrimack. As we neared her she 
seemed inclined to haul off and after a few more guns on each 
side, Mr. Greene gave the order to stop firing as she was out of 
range and hauling off. 

We did not pursue as we were anxious to relieve Capt. W. 
and have more done for him than could be done aboard. 

Our iron hatches were slid back and we sprang out on 
deck which was strewn with fragments of the fight. Our foe 
gave us a shell as a parting fire which struck just over our 
heads and exploded about 100 feet beyond us. 

In a few minutes we were surrounded by small steamers 
and boats from Newport News, the Fortress [Fort Monroe], the 
various men of war, all eager to learn the extent of our injuries 
and congratulate us on our victory. They told us of the intense 
anxiety with (which) the conflict was witnessed by thousands 
of spectators from the shipping and from the shore and their 
astonishment was no less on learning that though we were 
somewhat marked we were uninjured and ready to open fire 
again. 

The battle commenced at half past 8 a.m. and we fired the 
last gun 10 minutes past 12 p.m. Capt. W. was taken off in a 
tug boat, in charge of an acquaintance to go to Washington. 

Our stewards went immediately to work and at our usual 
dinner hour meal was on the table, much to the astonishment 
of visitors who came expecting to see a list of killed and 
wounded and a disabled vessel, instead of which was a merry 
party around the table enjoying some good beef steak, green 
peas, etc. 
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OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
51. America’s Pacific Air-Sea Battle Vision 
(THE DIPLOMAT 08 MAR 12) ... Rep. J. Randy Forbes 

In the late summer of 2011, U.S. Secretary of Defense 
Leon Panetta signed the Air-Sea Battle (ASB) operational 
concept into effect, and shortly thereafter stood up the Air-Sea 
Battle Office at the Pentagon to help implement its core tenets. 

This effort, according to Gen. Norton A. Schwartz, Chief 
of Staff of the Air Force, and Adm. Jonathan W. Greenert, 
Chief of Naval Operations, will help the services better 
organize, train, and equip themselves to provide U.S. 
Combatant Commanders with the capabilities necessary to 
maintain operational access in sophisticated anti-access/area-
denial (A2/AD) environments. This will be of particular 
importance in the western Pacific Ocean, where China is 
building its own A2/AD capabilities in an effort to deny the 
U.S. entry in its near-seas. 

For Air-Sea Battle to be successful and enduring, 
however, Congress must forge a partnership with the Pentagon 
to properly support its requirements going forward. 

Throughout the last six decades, America’s military 
strength has helped preserve a relatively stable geo-strategic 
environment in the Asia-Pacific. However, in the past decade 
China has rapidly modernized its military, including another 
double digit military increase next year, with aspirations of 
supplanting the U.S. position. If present trends continue, the 
regional balance of power could tilt in Beijing’s favor as it is 
increasingly able to deter U.S. forces from entering the region, 
coerce neighboring states, or – should conflict ensue – win a 
rapid victory. In response, the United States must work to 
simultaneously sustain a level of credible deterrence in the 
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region while reassuring allies, including Japan, the Republic 
of Korea, the Philippines, Australia, and strategic partners like 
Singapore. Air-Sea Battle is now at the center of this effort. 

In short, the Air-Sea Battle Office aims to define 
initiatives to develop the capabilities and integration necessary 
to help Combatant Commanders conduct integrated, cross-
domain operations in A2/AD environments. According to 
Schwartz and Greenert, Air-Sea Battle seeks to use 
“Networked, Integrated Attack-in-Depth” to “disrupt, destroy, 
and defeat” (NIA-D3) adversary capabilities. More 
specifically, the joint force (integrated air, ground, and naval 
forces) armed with resilient communications (networked) aims 
to strike at multiple nodes of an enemy’s system (attack-in-
depth) along three lines of effort. If we can consider these 
lines in terms of an enemy archer, one could choose to blind 
the archer (disrupt), kill the archer (destroy), or stop his arrow 
(defeat). Balanced capabilities geared towards executing all 
three will be required. 

Secretary Panetta testified before the U.S. House Armed 
Service Committee in October that he believed “Congress 
must be a full partner in our efforts to protect the country.” 
Indeed, like Air-Land Battle during the late 1970s and early 
1980s, the success of Air-Sea Battle will hinge on the support 
of the Congress. 

In the late 1970s, advances in Soviet military capabilities 
prompted U.S. war planners to develop a joint warfighting 
doctrine known as Air-Land Battle that aimed to sustain a 
credible military balance in Europe. This doctrine focused on 
developing capabilities and maximizing the joint effectiveness 
of the two services to deter Soviet aggression and prevent 
coercion of Western European states. After Air-Land Battle 
was finalized in early 1980s, the Army worked to build a 
consensus around the effort, first within the department and 
then with members of Congress through a series of briefings. 
These briefings described the doctrine and the weapons 
coming into production that would be the basis of this major 
doctrinal transition. Throughout the late 1970s and into the 
1980s, Congress supported this effort by funding programs 
like the M1 Abrams and M2 Bradley team of ground combat 
vehicles, the Multiple-Launch Rocket System (MLRS), attack 
helicopters like the AH-64A Apache, and Air Force assets like 
the F-15 Eagle and F-16 Falcon, among others. Ultimately, 
Air-Land Battle and the concepts found in Field Manual 100-5 
reinforced deterrence in the European theater during the Cold 
War and influenced the training and operational planning that 
led to success during the 1991 Gulf War. 

While the Navy and Air Force have fashioned the Air-Sea 
Battle concept, established a new office to shepherd this effort, 
and advocated for the resources necessary to support its 
implementation, it will be up to Congress to authorize and 
provide the requisite funding for this initiative. Congress 
should begin by rejecting an “instant pudding” mindset that 
looks only at current problems while failing to adequately plan 
and then provide resources for long-term endeavors like Air-
Sea Battle. Endless continuing resolutions, defense cuts 
contained in the Budget Control Act of 2011, and the 
“sequestration” process that essentially gambled away our 
defense budget for political purposes are all signs of a 
budgeting process that is ill-prepared for properly resourcing 
the Nation’s long-term defense. Indeed, the overarching Joint 
Operational Access Concept (JOAC), of which Air-Sea Battle 

serves as one key pillar, warns that one of the major threats to 
its implementation is that it could be “economically 
unsupportable in an era of constrained Defense budgets.” 

At its highest level, Congress will need to maintain a 
Navy fleet with an adequate number of aircraft carriers, attack 
submarines and surface combatants. The recent decision to 
revise the Navy’s planned 313-ship fleet downward, including 
the early decommissioning of 7 Ticonderoga-class cruisers 
and the delayed procurement of a Virginia-class attack 
submarine and an LHA amphibious assault ship, all reflect a 
trend in the wrong direction. The Air Force will also need a 
fleet with a balanced mix of F-22 and F-35A 5th generation 
fighters and a modernized B-2 bomber fleet. 

In the decade ahead, Congress must invest in new, low-
signature, high-endurance technologies to project power at 
greater distances, while maintaining freedom of maneuver in 
denied or limited access environments. The Navy will require 
an Unmanned Carrier-Launched Airborne Surveillance and 
Strike aircraft (UCLASS) that can strike targets at ranges up to 
1,500 nautical miles. Such an investment would allow a carrier 
strike group to operate further out to sea thereby reducing or 
negating the strategic advantage offered by a Chinese anti-ship 
ballistic missile (ASBM). I’m particularly concerned about 
this program, given the Navy’s decision to reportedly cut $240 
million in FY13 and push the initial operating date from 2018 
to 2020. The Navy will also need to field a more capable 
replacement for the Harpoon anti-ship cruise missile with 
much longer range for both its surface fleet and submarines to 
negate the PLA Navy’s advantage in this area. Moreover, the 
Navy must seek to further its integration of air and cruise 
missile defense capabilities. Last, to prevent a critical 
capability gap in long-range strike as our guided missile 
submarines retire between 2020 and 2030, the Navy will be 
compelled to field additional Virginia-class submarines 
equipped with a payload module that expands the strike 
volume of Tomahawk missiles. 

For its part, the Air Force will need a new Long-Range 
Strike Bomber that has the range and survivability to execute 
missions deep inside enemy territory. As competitors’ air 
dominance fighters continue to improve in capability, the Air 
Force may have to also consider re-opening the F-22 
production line to increase its current fleet of 185 fighters. As 
our adversaries bring online more robust anti-satellite 
capabilities and challenge our preeminence in the space 
domain, the Air Force must also investigate ways to increase 
the redundancy and survivability of its constellation of 
communication, GPS and ISR satellites. 

The services will also have to develop new doctrine and 
invest in training consistent with the Air-Sea Battle concept, 
including, for instance, the ability to conduct operations in an 
environment where command and control are degraded by an 
adversary. 

The Air-Sea Battle Office is still only months old, but in 
the year ahead the Navy, Air Force, and ASB Office will have 
to make a more concerted effort to brief Members of Congress 
and professional staff on the A2/AD threat and the importance 
of specific investments the services require to meet the 
concept’s demands. At the same time, the services will need to 
guard against allowing every program to be portrayed as 
critical to Air-Sea Battle’s success. Given the department’s 
tightening budget, it will require a careful balance. 
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Finally, I hope we can work to bring our allies into this 
effort. As Air-Sea Battle was formulated in 2010 and 2011, a 
sense of curiosity and confusion arose amongst our friends 
about just what our efforts entailed. It would be beneficial if 
the department could comprehensively address these concerns 
in the months ahead, as well as identify productive ways states 
like Japan and Australia might contribute. 

While the department has constructed a concept that will 
enable our air and naval force to effectively project power in 
A2/AD environments, Air-Sea Battle will remain incomplete 

without the enduring political and budgetary support of the 
Congress. Similar to the role it played in the early 1980s, it 
will be up to the Congress to ensure the shifting balance of 
power in the Asia-Pacific region is reversed by properly 
investing in the capabilities necessary to project power 
throughout the region. 

Rep. J. Randy Forbes, R-Va., is chairman of the House 
Armed Services Readiness Subcommittee and founder and co-
chairman of the Congressional China Caucus. 
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52. Time To Rein In Defense Budget 
(POLITICO 07 MAR 12) ... Lawrence Korb 

Ever since the Pentagon unveiled its budget plan for fiscal 
year 2013 through fiscal year 2017, there has been controversy 
about how much of the regular, or base, budget is actually 
being reduced and whether additional reductions can be made. 

Pentagon officials and their supporters claim the defense 
budget has been significantly reduced since Barack Obama 
took office and additional reductions would be catastrophic. 
On the other hand, others, including former House Majority 
Leader Dick Armey (R-Texas), argue that the plan does not in 
fact reduce defense spending. 

To put this into perspective, it’s useful to look back to last 
summer, when the massive long-term debt emerged as a major 
political and economic problem. The conflict between the 
Obama administration and the Republican House over how to 
begin reducing the deficit almost led to a default. 

Eventually, both parties agreed that discretionary security 
spending, as well as nonsecurity discretionary spending, had 
to be reduced as part of an overall package. Since defense 
spending represented 90 percent of security spending, 50 
percent of total discretionary spending and 20 percent of total 
spending — everyone agreed that defense had to be on the 
table. 

They also agreed that the reductions would have to begin 
in FY 2012 — which started Oct. 1, 2011. In fact, over the 
past two years, Defense Department officials had bragged 
about all the cuts they were making and the risks the country 
was already taking with those reductions. 

So by how much did the FY 2012 defense budget — 
which the president signed on New Year’s Eve — shrink? The 
answer: not one penny. 

To understand how this happened, we need to go back 
further, to early 2008, when Defense Secretary Robert Gates, 
who was then serving in the Bush Cabinet, projected that the 
defense budget for FY 2012 would be $544 billion. 

Obama, in an unprecedented move, asked Gates to remain 
as defense secretary (which he did until this past summer). 
Over the next 2½ years, to help in addressing the deficit, Gates 
claimed he had made about $200 billion in efficiency cuts and 
roughly $400 billion in program reductions. 

Yet when Gates presented the FY 2012 defense budget to 
Congress, he requested $553 billion — about $10 billion more 
than he had projected in 2008, before his $600 billion in cuts! 

What happened? Well, for the most part, the reductions 
that Gates claimed to be making were a sham. What he did 
was ensure that programs, like the F-22, which was supposed 
to end in 2008, did so. Meanwhile, the majority of his 

“efficiency savings” was plowed back into other programs or 
was used to cover cost overruns in other programs. 

But as Gates was turning over the reins of the Pentagon to 
Leon Panetta last year, the Congress and the administration 
passed the Budget Control Act — which mandated a cap on 
security spending. To stay within the cap, Congress cut the 
DOD request from $553 billion to $531 billion — a reduction 
of $22 billion, or about 4 percent. 

But about $10 billion of defense programs were 
transferred from the base, or core, budget to the war 
supplemental, now known as the Overseas Contingency 
Operation funds, which had surplus funds because the 
withdrawal from Iraq was more rapid than anticipated. OCO 
funds are not part of the Budget Control Act. 

Thus, the real FY 2012 defense budget is $541 billion — 
almost exactly the amount Gates had projected in the last year 
of the Bush administration. 

It now looks like history will repeat itself under Panetta. 
He is saying that the core defense budget for FY 2013 will 
decline by $6 billion from its FY 2012 level. However, 
beginning in FY 2014, it will increase again — growing from 
$525 billion to $567 billion by FY 2017. 

Moreover, it looks like DOD will be able to more than 
make up for the $6 billion cut by once again tapping into the 
OCO account. Consider, for FY 2013, the OCO budget 
assumes that the U.S. will still have 68,000 troops in 
Afghanistan until Sept. 30, 2013. Yet Obama has already 
announced that he plans to have far fewer troops well before 
that date. 

One congressional aide noted that he would not be 
shocked if that 68,000 represented a future slush fund to 
offload some base budget costs. In fact, the Pentagon has 
already placed about $5 billion in routine personnel costs in 
the OCO budget. 

While these games may fool the public, they don’t help us 
deal with our deficit problem — which even Adm. Michael 
Mullen, the former chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, 
labels the greatest threat to our national security. 

It is true that defense reductions alone won’t fix the 
deficit. But given their portion of the budget, security 
spending must play a part. In addition, large reductions in 
defense spending can be made without jeopardizing national 
security because the baseline budget has gone up for 13 
straight years in real terms. It is now higher than it was on 
average in the Cold War and higher than the next 17 nations in 
the world combined. 
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It is time for DOD, the administration and Congress to 
stop playing games and begin to bring defense spending under 
control as part of our overall plan to cut the burgeoning 
deficit. Our security depends on it. 

Lawrence Korb, a senior fellow at the Center for 
American Progress, served as assistant secretary of defense in 
the Reagan administration. 
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53. No More Delay For Naval Base 
(KOREA HERALD 08 MAR 12) ... Editorial 

Tensions are mounting on Jeju Island as the Navy has 
started preparatory work for the construction of a naval base 
on the island amid vehement protests from the local 
government and environmentalists. 

On Wednesday, builders began demolition work on the 
construction site, removing parts of a rocky outcrop that 
environmental activists claim to have high geological value 
and therefore deserves preservation. 

Jeju Governor Woo Keun-min and other leading 
politicians of the island requested that the Navy stop the works 
temporarily as the finalized design of the naval base has 
serious defects that need to be corrected. 

As the Navy rejected the request, Woo said he would 
issue an administrative order to bring the construction work to 
a temporary halt. His order, however, can be overruled by the 
minister of land, transportation and maritime affairs if deemed 
unjustified. 

Woo and other critics of the project assert that the naval 
base, if built based on the current design, would not be able to 
accommodate two 150,000-ton cruise ships at the same time, a 
requirement that the base should meet to serve as a cruise ship 
port. 

Yet the central government views this demand as 
unrealistic. It notes that among the more than 340 cruise ships 
in operation around the world, there are only six or seven 

150,000-ton liners. Furthermore, it says, cruise ships of such a 
large size have almost never docked at a port in the Northeast 
Asia region. In South Korea, only 80,000-ton ships dock. 

The government also says people who oppose the base for 
environmental reasons are exaggerating the risks because 
protective measures will be taken for the local environment 
and cultural properties. 

If another simulation is conducted, construction will have 
to be halted for another seven months. The project had been in 
limbo for more than four years since the Roh Moo-hyun 
government decided to push it in June 2007. 

The protest against the base reminds us of the “Mount 
Cheonseong salamander case,” a suit filed by an 
environmentalist monk in 2004 to prevent salamanders in the 
mountain from being endangered by the construction of a 
tunnel for the KTX. 

The court rendered a verdict against the Buddhist priest, 
allowing the tunnel to be built as planned. But the suit caused 
a long delay and a huge cost increase. It was found later that 
the tunnel construction had not affected the salamanders’ 
habitat. The animal still thrives in the area. 

The naval base is necessary for the nation to observe and 
protect our southern maritime territory and sea traffic. And 
Jeju Island is indisputably the ideal location for it. It’s time to 
stop unnecessary arguments and speed up the project. 

Return to Index 
 

54. Get Lost, Law Of The Sea Treaty! 
(AOL DEFENSE 07 MAR 12) ... Peter Brookes 

AOL Defense's February 29 piece, "Hill Turns Up Heat 
On White House Over 'Law Of The Sea'" gives a good 
presentation of the reasons supporters believe the 1982 Law of 
the Sea Treaty (LOST) should be ratified, but it doesn't talk 
about why the treaty was deep-sixed some 30 years ago -- and 
has remained there since. 

Here's the rest of the story. 
While LOST's navigational tenets for operating on the 

high seas, including establishing territorial waters and 
exclusive economic zones, are of little dispute, some of the 
other "non-navigational" provisions are what really frighten 
the treaty's detractors. 

For instance, LOST established a new UN agency - the 
International Seabed Authority (ISA) --located in Kingston, 
Jamaica. This new entity would have a say over activities on 
our continental shelf, raising questions of sovereignty. 

Currently, the U.S. government can collect royalty 
revenue from oil and gas companies and other developers that 
drill on our extended continental shelf, those undersea areas 
beyond 200 miles of our coast. 

But, if we sign onto LOST, we'd be required to fork over 
a bunch of that revenue to the ISA for "redistribution" to land-
locked and developing countries. We're talking about giving 
away possibly tens -- or even hundreds -- of billions of dollars 

here. Hardly pocket change, especially considering the fiscal 
and budgetary challenges now facing our country. 

Worse, as only one of some 160 ISA members, we'd only 
have one vote as to where that money went. This means we 
could well see those royalties going to any number of bad 
actor, corrupt or anti-American regimes. 

In addition, LOST considers the deep seabed as the 
"common heritage of mankind." But what they're really 
getting at is if you want to harvest Davy Jones' locker you 
need to ask pretty please of -- tahdah! -- the ISA. 

This Mother-may-I would likely limit or discourage the 
private sector's economic opportunities and activities in the 
deep seabed, affecting the provision of this likely-significant 
bounty to global markets. 

Global energy demand-and prices at the pump-seem to be 
going anywhere but down. We don't want to allow our energy 
exploration to be held hostage to the whims of some 
unaccountable international bureaucrats. 

The treaty also includes a mandatory dispute resolution 
mechanism among LOST members. This could possibly put us 
in the cross-hairs for any number of bogus claims and law 
suits brought over such things as greenhouse gas emissions or 
pollution. 
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Now, proponents will tell you that all, or a lot, of these 
concerns were fixed in 1994 with some adjustments to the 
treaty, which President Clinton signed off on. Unfortunately, it 
didn't secure a veto for Washington over decisions in 
Kingston. 

Pro-LOST advocates will also tell you we need to get 
onboard the pact to better ensure our navigational rights, 
especially for the U.S. Navy, are recognized as we ply the 
Seven Seas in support of commerce and our national defense. 

That's a fair enough claim. 
But the fact is LOST's watery "rules of the road" are 

already generally-accepted international practice for navies 
and merchant marines operating on the world's oceans. It's 
hard to see how not joining it would inhibit future naval 
operations, as Navy brass has claimed. 

Not to mention that some treaty signatories, such as 
China, are playing by their own rules, claiming "indisputable 
sovereignty" to the whole of the 1.3 million square mile South 
China Sea --a clear violation of LOST. 

Beijing's suspect legal and historical claims have led to 
Chinese bullying of neighbors such as the Philippines and 

Vietnam, which also assert sovereignty over some areas such 
as the Spratly Islands. (Brunei, Taiwan and Malaysia also 
make claims. in the area) 

Indeed, lots of countries are pushing the U.S. to ratify 
LOST because they want Washington at the table to help 
defend their interests against those who already flout the 
treaty. 

Plus, treaty opponents worry Team Obama might try to 
use LOST as a way to cut our Navy's size further than plans 
already call for, instead looking to the UN to ensure freedom 
of the seas. Have fun storming that (sand) castle! 

Considering all of this, it's no wonder President Ronald 
Reagan, while supporting the navigation provisions of LOST, 
refused to sign this deeply-flawed convention. Every Senate 
since then has refused to ratify it, too-and for good reason. 

As such, it's probably best to tell the Law of the Sea 
Treaty to get lost again -- this time for good. 

Peter Brookes is a Heritage Foundation senior fellow and 
a former deputy assistant secretary of defense. 
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55. EXCERPTS FROM BLOGS AROUND THE WORLD 
(PUBLISHED 05 – 08 MAR 12) 

 
Serving in Critical Jobs: Then and Now from Navy 

Live, March 6 
The Navy has built its foundation on traditions and 

customs passed down over the years; tremendous feats and 
acts of heroism; “sea stories” and lore; and well, plain old 
interesting stories of Sailors whose accomplishments have 
been in keeping with aforementioned qualifications. 

One such noteworthy tale is that of Astronaut Laurel Blair 
Salton Clark who, before working for NASA, carved out quite 
a naval career. 

During her time in the Navy, Capt. Clark became an 
undersea medical officer. While stationed in Scotland, she 
dove with divers and performed numerous medical 
evacuations from U.S. submarines. Later, she became a flight 
surgeon. 

Clark made her first space flight on Space Shuttle 
Columbia during STS-107 as a mission specialist. The 
extended-duration mission was dedicated to scientific 
research. The STS-107 crew successfully conducted more than 
80 experiments. Prior to the start of the mission, she said that 
the crew would enjoy its view of Earth. 

Tragically, Clark and her STS-107 crew perished during 
re-entry as Space Shuttle Columbia broke up over Texas en 
route to a landing in Florida, Feb. 1, 2003. 

Even now Clark’s story is resonated through Sailors who 
are still contributing to naval history, including Hospital 
Corspman 3rd Class Heidi A. Dean, who made a significant 
impact in Afghanistan working with an engagement team 
teaching Afghani women and children about hygiene. 

Lt. Regina Rogers managed the movement of aircraft 
aboard USS Nimitz (CVN 68). With a full deployment of 
aircraft, Rogers coordinated aircraft moves to one of the ship’s 
four catapults for launch and maintenance moves of anywhere 

from 75 to 100 aircraft, to include fixed and rotary wing, on 
the flight deck and hangar bay of the almost 1,100-ft long ship 
(which is longer than three football fields!). 

We all know about how much fun it is to be a Navy pilot, 
but flying a combat mission can be both dangerous and 
exhilarating at the same time as the pilots from Carrier 
Airborne Early Warning Squadron (VAW) 125 prove. Five of 
the squadron’s pilots flew an E-2C Hawkeye aboard the 
Nimitz-class aircraft carrier USS Carl Vinson (CVN 70). Carl 
Vinson and Carrier Air Wing (CVW) 17 were deployed to the 
U.S. 5th Fleet which ensures peace and stability and protect 
America’s vital interests in a 5 million square mile area of 
responsibility including the Red Sea, the Arabian Gulf, the 
Arabian Sea and parts of the Indian Ocean. 

More notable accomplishments in the Navy, past and 
present, include: 

 In 2009, all four Sailors of the Year were women: 
Hospital Corpsman 1st Class Ingrid Cortez, U.S. 
Fleet Forces Sea Sailor of the Year; Hospital 
Corpsman 1st Class Shalanda Brewer, Navy Reserve 
Sailor of the Year; Operations Specialist 1st Class 
Samira McBride, U.S. Pacific Fleet Sea Sailor of the 
Year and Cryptologic Technician (Technical) 1st 
Class Cassandra Foote, Chief of Naval Operations 
Shore Sailor of the Year. 

 The highest-ranking women in the Navy today are 
three-star admirals, Vice Adm. Ann Rondeau, serving 
as National Defense University president and Vice 
Adm. Carol Pottenger, serving as deputy chief of 
staff, Capability Development at NATO 
Headquarters Supreme Allied Commander 
Transformation. 
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 Cmdr. Regina Marengo and Lt. Megan Donnelly are 
2012 Captain Joy Bright Hancock Leadership Award 
winners, and Chief Construction Electrician 
(SCW/DV) Lynn Rodriguez and Hospital Corpsmen 
1st Class Sonseeahray Walker are winners of the 
2012 Master Chief Anna Der-Vartanian Leadership 
Awards. 

 
Sailors’ Time At Sea Heading Skyward by Mark 

Thompson from Battleland (TIME), March 6 
Wars come and go in cycles, and so does everything that 

accompanies them. The U.S. public wanted war after 9/11, but 
now they are exhausted. Weapons wax and wane from 
complex (F-111) to simple (F-16) to complex again (F-35). 
And military personnel policies are as regular (and regularly 
screwed up) as the tides. Ever-lengthening deployments at sea 
are the latest example. 

Take the optimum amount of time a warship should 
remain at sea. After Sailors fled the fleet in droves a 
generation ago as deployments rose above six months’ 
duration, the Navy said it had learned its lesson. There were 
several years where you couldn’t talk to a senior Navy officer 
without being told the importance of capping sea tours at six 
months: 

 “Our goal of a six months’ maximum deployment 
away from families and at least a year between 
deployments, is one which we know works at both the 
operational level — keeping adequate numbers of 
ships and aircraft forward deployed — and at the 
home-front level — keeping family separation at an 
acceptable level,” Admiral Frank Bowman, chief of 
naval personnel, said in 1995. 

 “We normally deploy for six months, and that is 
always the most significant quality of life issue for 
any Sailor, any young man or woman,” Admiral 
Thomas Lopez, the top warfare requirements officer, 
said in 1996. “To alleviate any stress, I think the key 
is to keep that commitment to our Sailors and 
wherever we can and we’ve done that on a few 
occasions bring them back a few days sooner.” 

 “We learned a valuable lesson in the ’70′s when we 
reached a hollow force by keeping our people 
deployed for long periods of time eight, nine, 10 and 
sometimes 11-month deployments,” Navy Secretary 
John Dalton said in 1998. “They expect to deploy but 
we’ve learned through experience that six months is 
the right period of time.” 

But now the Navy is planning for 11 eight-month cruises 
over the coming two years, Navy Times reports [link not 
available]. The length has been slowly increasing since 9/11. 
“This is a change in policy,” retired Vice Admiral Lou 
Crenshaw, a former deputy chief of naval operations, told the 
independent newspaper. “It was a sacred rule that it was six 
months portal-to-portal and barring some type of operational 
contingency, we just didn’t break that rule.” 

Down on the deckplates, Sailors believe they know 
what’s going on. “I think this is an attrition tool,” one posted. 
“If people leave the Navy voluntarily, they don’t get a dime 
when they leave. This saves millions of dollars.” 

“You’re either going to have a bunch of worn out Sailors, 
or you’d better have the addition of some kickass liberty 
ports!,” another said. “Of course, with today’s politically 
correct ‘let’s go out on liberty, with your liberty buddy, and go 
visit the library’ approach,’ letting off the steam necessary to 
put up with the additional sea time is going to be difficult, at 
best.” 

But all troops aren’t grumbling: “I’m pretty sure that a lot 
of the Soldiers and Marines who are living in FOB’s in the 
rural mountains of Afghanistan who are being shot at, 
wounded, and killed on a weekly basis would trade places in a 
second with a shipboard Sailor who is on a ship getting 3 hot 
meals a day, hot showers, AC, Holiday Routines, and not 
living in fear of when the next mortar round or ambush is 
coming in….” Platoon Daddy posted. 

But, just like the tides, you can rest assured the longer 
tours will hurt retention. That will force the Navy back to the 
six-month cap, force it to pay Sailors more, or lower its 
enlistment standards. Most likely, the service will end up 
doing all three. 

 
Russian Strategic Submarines to Resume Regular 

Patrols in June 2012 from Russian Forces Blog, March 7 
On February 3, 2012, Admiral Vladimir Vysotskiy, the 

Commander-in-Chief of the Russian Navy announced that the 
Russian strategic submarines will resume regular patrols "on 
the 1st of July or a bit later." According to Vysotskiy, the 
Navy was awaiting this "for 26 years." 

What this probably means is that Russia will try to keep at 
least one strategic submarine at sea at any given time. I'm not 
sure what will change in June 2012 that would allow the navy 
to do that - the only significant development is that 
Novomoskovsk will probably return to service by then - it has 
been in overhaul since May 2011. But then there is 
Ekaterinburg, which is unlikely to be back after the fire until 
at least 2014. Also, another submarine, Karelia is in the dry 
dock right now, although this seems to be a brief repair work 
(let's hope they removed missiles this time). 

Maybe the plan is to rely on the first Project 955 class 
submarine, Yuri Dolgorukiy, which is expected to begin 
service sometime in June-July 2012. That's a possibility, I 
guess. 

It's interesting to look back 26 years to see why Vysotskiy 
believes it was such a remarkable year. It wasn't in fact - 
according to the U.S. naval intelligence data (posted by Hans 
Kristensen), in 1986 Soviet strategic submarines conducted 
about 80 patrols. But the patrol rate was higher before and did 
not drop significantly until much later - there were still 60 
patrols in 1990. 

In 2008, Russian strategic submarines conducted ten 
patrols, but as Hans notes in his post, these were probably 
clustered together rather than spread over the course of the 
year. Still, that rate seems to indicate that the Russian Navy 
could keep continuous deterrence patrols with five or six 
submarines. 

New Plans For Strategic Submarines 
In the last couple of months there was a flurry of 

statements on the future of Russian strategic forces. Most of 
them were part of the presidential election campaign - the 
"strong defense" rhetoric was an important part of the message 
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coming from the current leadership. There wasn't much that 
was really new, but some developments are worth noting. 

The most interesting changes are coming to the Russian 
strategic fleet. First of all, with the series of successful tests of 
the Bulava missile, it is now expected that the first two 
submarines of the Project 955 Borey class - K-535 Yuri 
Dolgorukiy and K-550 Aleksandr Nevskiy - will be accepted 
for service this summer. Other sources report that Aleksandr 
Nevskiy will be accepted for service somewhat later, in 
December 2012 - this sounds more plausible. 

Project 955 submarines will be eventually transferred to 
the Pacific Fleet base at Vilyuchinsk in Kamchatka, but they 
might stay with the Northern Fleet for a while - some reports 
suggest that the base is not quite ready to accept the new 
submarines. That won't be long, though. (It's interesting to 
note that the Vilyuchinsk base was almost closed down in 
2002 - it was saved by an intervention of the government that 
asked two private companies, Surgutneftegaz and TNK, to 
"step up" and provide the funds for its reconstruction.) 

The third Project 955 class submarine, Vladimir 
Monomakh, is currently under construction. It is expected to 
enter service in 2013. Vladimir Monomakh is the first 
submarine that was built as a Project 955 class from the 
beginning - the first two ships used components of two 
unfinished attack submarines of the Project 971 class. 

The status of the fourth submarine is somewhat unclear. It 
was supposed to begin in 2009, but it didn't, then it was 
postponed again in 2010. When the government signed 
contracts with the shipbuilding industry on November 9, 2011, 
one of them went to the Rubin Design Bureau - "39 billion 
rubles for development of a strategic submarine of the Project 
955A class." The construction contract for this submarine has 
not been signed, but Sevmash says that it already has about 
80% of the strong hull of the new ship ready. This strong hull 
would need some work, though - the main difference between 
Project 955A and its predecessor is that the new submarines 
will carry 20 missiles instead of 16. 

At some point there was a discussion of increasing the 
Project 955 submarines order from the currently planned eight 
to ten, but it looks like that discussion didn't go anywhere. It 
is, in fact, not clear if Russia will be able to stay within the 
New START limits with the increase of the number of SLBMs 
(and their warheads). The number of SLBM warheads will 
also increase if the missiles on Project 667BDRM submarines 
will be upgraded from Sineva to Liner - the latter can carry up 
to ten warheads. But maybe it won't be a problem - Russia 
could always "download" its missiles if necessary. It could 
also create Russia's own "upload potential" - something that it 
never had in the past. 

 
Shrouded at Sea: Scientists Give Ships Invisibility 

Cloaks by Katie Drummond from Danger Room 
(WIRED), March 6 

Someone tell the U.S. Navy that rough waters might 
become a thing of the past. Scientists think they’ve figured out 
how to fool the stormy seas. 

The breakthrough, courtesy of researchers at the 
University of California at Berkeley, is the latest in a series of 
developments in invisibility research — many of them 
Pentagon-funded. Too bad this one won’t actually address 
what’s arguably the military’s biggest on-the-water worry: 

Hiding ships from the watchful eyes of potentially dangerous 
foes. Instead, these scientists think they’ve figured out how to 
trick the water itself. 

The goal is to make ships immune to the up-and-down 
motion of waves, an objective that could help the military 
avoid the kinds of delays or rerouting that, for now, are 
inevitable during bad weather. 

If that sounds different than previous breakthroughs in 
invisibility, it most definitely is. Before this, scientists focused 
on shrouding objects from the human eye. They’ve tried 
harnessing the mirage effect to play tricks on vision, and tried 
using meta-materials that bend light, in the hope of rendering 
something impossible to see. But despite some pretty amazing 
progress (cloaking 3D objects or entire events, for example) 
invisibility is still largely relegated to the high-frequency 
realm — not the optical wavelengths visible to us. 

This time, instead of cloaking an object from light, 
scientists are cloaking it from water. 

Here’s how the proposed cloak would work. In an ocean, 
water typically stratifies into layers. The top layer is warmer 
and lighter, while the bottom layer is cooler and more dense. 
Waves, of course, ripple along the top of the water. But they 
also ripple between those two layers — and those waves are 
known as “interfacial” waves. 

Scientists figured they could help protect vessels from 
turbulent seas by turning surface waves — the ones that get 
rocky and cause all kinds of shipboard havoc — into those 
interfacial waves. Using computer simulation, they modeled a 
process of laying down a carefully sculpted section of ripples 
along the ocean floor in front of the object in question (a 
sailboat or an offshore oil rig, let’s say). The transfer of energy 
between that sea floor section and the waves above — both 
interfacial and surface — would create a sort of “wave 
vector,” in the words of Science Magazine. 

The researchers don’t specify how, exactly, they’d lay 
down these rippling “cloaks” on the seafloor. But, according 
to their calculations, as long as “the wave vector of the ripple 
[cloak] equal[s] the difference in the wave vectors of the 
interfacial and surface waves,” a rough wave approaching a 
vessel will suddenly disappear — and pass far below the 
vessel. 

Sounds kind of mind-blowing. Of course, with research 
like this, there tend to be caveats. This time around, it’s the 
fact that real-world oceans are layered in gradients, rather than 
simply divvied into two layers of waves. Plus, the ocean 
abounds with waves moving at different speeds — meaning a 
different “patch” of ocean floor ripples would be required for 
each one. 

Conceivably, however, this kind of cloak could be used 
around inert structures, like anchored vessels. Or aircraft 
carriers that’ve been turned into floating luxury hotels. 

 
NRL Designs Robot for Shipboard Firefighting by 

Glen Selby from Armed with Science (DoD Live), March 7 
In both war and peacetime scenarios, fire in the shipboard 

environment is serious and frequently results in excessive 
damage and high repair costs because the fire is not detected 
or controlled adequately. 

To help further improve future shipboard firefighting 
capability, scientists at the Naval Research Laboratory have 
formed an interdisciplinary team to develop a humanoid robot 
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that could fight fires on the next generation of combatants. A 
humanoid-type robot was chosen because it was deemed best 
suited to operate within the confines of an environment that 
was deigned for human mobility and offered opportunity for 
other potential warfighting applications within the Navy and 
Marine Corps. 

The firefighting robot, called the Shipboard Autonomous 
Firefighting Robot (SAFFiR), is being designed to move 
autonomously throughout the ship, interact with people, and 
fight fires, handling many of the dangerous firefighting tasks 
that are normally performed by humans. The humanoid robot 
should be able to manuver well in the narrow passages and 
ladderways that are unique to a ship and challenging for most 
older, simpler robots to navigate. 

The robot is designed with enhanced multi-modal sensor 
technology for advanced navigation and a sensor suite that 
includes a camera, gas sensor, and stereo IR camera to enable 
it to see through smoke. Its upper body will be capable of 
manipulating fire suppressors and throwing propelled 
extinguishing agent technology (PEAT) grenades. It is battery 
powered that holds enough energy for 30 minutes of 
firefighting. Like a sure-footed Sailor, the robot will also be 
capable of walking in all directions, balancing in sea 
conditions, and traversing obstacles. 

Another key element of the SAFFiR development is to 
allow damage control personnel and the robot to work 
cohesively as a team. Algorithms are being developed to allow 
autonomous mobility and decision making by the robot as a 
team member. To enable natural interaction with a human 
team leader, the robot will have multimodal interfaces that 
will enable the robot to track the focus of attention of the 
human team leader, as well as to allow the robot to understand 
and respond to gestures, such as pointing and hand signals. 
Where appropriate, natural language may also be incorporated, 
as well as other modes of communication and supervision. 

On March 16th, 2012, NRL will open its Laboratory for 
Autonomous Systems Research, a specialized facility to 
support highly innovative, multidisciplinary research in 
autonomous systems, including intelligent autonomy, sensor 
systems, power and energy systems, human-system 
interaction, networking and communications, and platforms. 
The Laboratory will capitalize on the broad multidisciplinary 
character of NRL, bringing together scientists and engineers 
with disparate training and backgrounds to attack common 
goals in autonomous systems at the intersection of their 
respective fields. 

 
Executing the Maritime Strategy from Navy Live, 

March 7 
“We share the same interests and concerns as our Partners 

in the Caribbean, Central and South America. To help deal 
with the very real security threats posed by transnational 
criminal organizations, we send adaptive force packages to 
operate forward in our region, building enduring maritime 
partnerships able to secure our shared interests.” 

- Rear Adm. Kurt W. Tidd, Commander, U.S. Naval 
Forces Southern Command/ U.S. Fourth Fleet 

Around the world, the Navy is executing the core 
capabilities of the Maritime Strategy; operations from 
February include: 

 

Forward Presence 

 The Carl Vinson Carrier Strike Group flew 1,235 
sorties totaling more than 3,820 hours in support of 
maritime security operations and theater security 
cooperation (TSC) efforts in the U.S. 5th Fleet area 
of responsibility (AOR). 

 USS Bonhomme Richard (LHD 6) entered the U.S. 
7th Fleet AOR, joining forward-deployed naval 
forces in Sasebo, Japan, in preparation for a hull 
swap with USS Essex (LHD 2) later this spring. 

Maritime Security 

 U.S. 4th Fleet supported Joint Interagency Task 
Force-South’s Operation Martillo, a U.S., European, 
and Western Hemisphere partner nation effort 
targeting illicit trafficking routes in coastal waters 
along Central America. 

 Royal Moroccan navy Sailors conducted visit, board, 
search and seizure training aboard USS Simpson 
(FFG 56) during a TSC port visit to Casablanca, 
Morocco. 

Deterrence 

 Maritime Expeditionary Security Squadron 4 
completed 170 escort missions protecting Military 
Sealift Command vessels and other high-value targets 
in Kuwait, the Horn of Africa, and Rota, Spain, in the 
U.S. 5th/6th Fleet AORs. 

 More than 20,000 Marines, Sailors, Airmen, Soldiers 
and Coast Guardsmen on more than 25 ships 
participated in Bold Alligator 2012, the largest East 
Coast naval amphibious exercise in the past 10 years. 

Power Projection 

 The Abraham Lincoln Carrier Strike Group flew 667 
sorties in support of Operation Enduring Freedom, 
counter- piracy and TSC efforts in the U.S. 5th Fleet 
AOR. 

 USS Louisiana (SSBN 743) and USS Alabama 
(SSBN 731), homeported at Naval Base Kitsap-
Bangor, Wash., returned from strategic deterrent 
patrols of 39 and 72 days, respectively. 

Building Maritime Partnerships 

 Navy personnel from U.S. Naval Forces 
Europe/Africa and the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency met with the Sierra Leone Armed Forces and 
Maritime Administration in Freetown, Sierra Leone, 
to conduct an environmental workshop and discuss 
fisheries, maritime security, and port development 
during Africa Partnership Station 2012. 

 31st Marine Expeditionary Unit, embarked aboard 
USS Germantown (LSD 42), USS Tortuga (LSD 46), 
and USS Chafee (DDG 90), participated in Exercise 
Cobra Gold 2012. 

Humanitarian Assistance / Disaster Response 

 Seabees from Navy Mobile Construction Battalion 23 
and U.S. Marines embarked aboard High Speed 
Vessel (HSV 2) Swift partnered with an Indonesian 
National Armed Forces construction company to 
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complete improvements on a school and dispensary 
in Caracol, Haiti. 

 Sailors from U.S. Naval Hospital Guam’s Dental 
Clinic held a dental health presentation for third-
graders at Cmdr. William C. McCool 
Elementary/Middle School in Santa Rita, Guam. 

 

Faces of the Fleet from Navy Live, March 7 
“Faces of the Fleet” takes a look at YOUR Navy 

operating forward. These images represent the greatest Sailors 
in the greatest Navy in the world leading from the deck plates, 
and completing missions around the globe. This is your fleet 
and these are your Sailors! Hooyah, Navy!! 

 Secretary of the Navy (SECNAV) the Honorable Ray 
Mabus answers questions during all-hands call 
aboard the amphibious assault ship USS Bataan 
(LHD 5) at Naval Station Norfolk. 

 CTT2 Jacob Fisher checks the condition of the super 
rapid blooming off board chaff aboard the U.S. 7th 
Fleet flagship USS Blue Ridge (LCC 19). 

 QMSN Korey Booker, SN Michael Lukenovich, and 
Republic of Korea navy Sailor Ki Youl Park clean 
the floor in the lobby at a handicap home during a 
community service event. 

 ND3 Richard Burby, assigned to Mobile Diving and 
Salvage Unit 2, Company 2-1, places a KM 37 dive 
helmet onto Colombian navy diver Jimenez Espinel 
Robinson. 

 Lt. Art Ambrosio, a physician assigned to the Naval 
Medical Center San Diego, examines Jesusa 
Madarang. 

 ABHAN Stephen Sobocinski detains a suspect during 
a series of security alert drills conducted aboard the 
nuclear-powered aircraft carrier USS George 
Washington (CVN 73). 

 Lt. Cmdr. Chad Houllis, executive officer of 
Explosive Ordnance Disposal Operational Support 
Unit 7, fires an M9 service pistol during live-fire 
weapons training. 

 AT1 David Walters tests the automatic carrier 
landing system on an F/A-18C Hornet assigned to the 
Vigilantes of Strike Fighter Squadron 151. 

 HM1 Giuseppe Travato, assigned to the Camp 
Lemonnier Expeditionary Medical Facility, cleans a 
superficial wound on a patient at Caritas Djibouti 
Clinic. 

View Gallery (9 Photos) 
Your Navy TODAY (Mar. 6-7, 2012) 
On any given day, in your Navy, our team of more than 

600,000 professional Sailors and Civilians are working 
together around the globe to perform our mission: deter 
aggression and, if deterrence fails, win our Nation’s wars. It is 
not possible to share every aspect of this global team but, 
through this blog, we offer you a glimpse of what these men 
and women do. 

View Mar. 6 Gallery (4 Photos) 
View Mar. 7 Gallery (4 Photos) 

Return to Index 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Navy: Trials Successful For Newest LCS 
(NAVY TIMES 07 MAY 12) ... Christopher P. Cavas 

The newest littoral combat ship successfully completed its acceptance trials May 4, the Navy announced Monday, clearing the 
way for the ship’s delivery. 

 
2. HASC, HAC-D Bills Aligned With Weapons Changes 
(DEFENSE DAILY 08 MAY 12) ... Emelie Rutherford 

Two key House panels are proposing to add funding to the Pentagon's fiscal year 2013 budget this week for equipment including 
a submarine, Navy cruisers, and unmanned aircraft. 

 
3. Navy To Name Warship After Bay State War Hero 
(BOSTON GLOBE 07 MAY 12) ... Bryan Bender 

WASHINGTON -- In a rare honor for a living person, the Navy plans to announce it is naming a new destroyer after Fall River 
native Thomas J. Hudner, who earned the Medal of Honor in the Korean War for intentionally crashing his fighter plane in an attempt 
to save his wingman, the Navy’s first black pilot. 

 
4. Navy Week Comes To Nashville 
(WTVF CBS NASHVILLE 07 MAY 12) 

NASHVILLE, Tenn.- Although the city is hours from the nearest ocean, Nashville is celebrating Navy Week this week. 
 

CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
5. Marines And Sailors Aboard Makin Island Head Home 
Amphibious Ready Group finishing sea tour 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 07 MAY 12) ... Gretel C. Kovach 

Marines and Sailors deployed with the Makin Island Amphibious Ready Group are heading home to San Diego after handing off 
responsibility in the northern Arabian Sea, the Navy announced today. 

 
6. Sunshine, Families Welcome Louisiana (Blue) Back Home 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 08 MAY 12) ... Lt. Ed Early, Submarine Group 9 Public Affairs 

BANGOR, Wash. -- A sunny day provided an ideal setting for the return of the Ohio-class ballistic missile submarine USS 
Louisiana (SSBN 743), whose Blue Crew came home to Naval Base Kitsap-Bangor on May 6 after a 56-day strategic deterrent patrol. 

 
7. U.S. Seeks Faster Deployment 
Smaller, More Flexible Special-Operations Teams Would Tackle Emerging Threats Under New Plan 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 08 MAY 12) ... Julian E. Barnes and Adam Entous 

WASHINGTON—U.S. military leaders have developed new proposals to speed the deployment of elite American special-
operations forces to a growing number of the world's trouble spots, advancing the Obama administration's emerging approach to 
armed involvement abroad. 

 
8. Tech, Tactics Ramp Up Pressure On Militant Groups 
(REUTERS 08 MAY 12) ... Peter Apps 

WASHINGTON - Despite quietly dropping the phrase "war on terror", when it comes to battling worldwide militant networks the 
success of the United States and its allies goes well beyond the killing of Osama bin Laden. 
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9. Maritime Homeland Security Training Tuesday On The Thames 
(NEW LONDON DAY 07 MAY 12) ... Sasha Goldstein 

NEW LONDON – Coast Guard boat and helicopter crews will be out Tuesday afternoon near the mouth of the Thames River as 
part of a joint training exercise with Navy and Canadian forces. 

 

GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
10. China's Defense Chief Visits Pentagon Amid Diplomatic Row 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 07 MAY 12) ... Dan De Luce 

WASHINGTON — The Pentagon hosted China's Defense Minister Liang Guanglie on Monday in a bid to boost military ties as 
the United States tried to contain the fallout from a diplomatic dispute over a top Chinese dissident. 

 
11. Chinese General Downplays China’s Role In Cyber Attacks 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 07 MAY 12) ... Gopal Ratnam 

The U.S. and Chinese militaries should work as equals and avoid the “stereotype” of being confrontational superpowers, Chinese 
General Liang Guanglie said on his first visit to Washington as defense minister. 

 
12. Gaps In China's Area-Denial Strategy 
(ASIA TIMES ONLINE 08 MAY 12) ... Jens Kastner 

TAIPEI - Much is being said about the Chinese military dramatically improving its combat capability to keep United States forces 
at arm's length. 

 
13. DSCA Announces Possible F-35 Sales To Japan 
(DEFENSE DAILY 08 MAY 12) 

The United States could initially sell four F-35 Joint Strike Fighter conventional takeoff and landing (CTOL) jets to Japan with an 
option for 38 more, according to a Defense Security Cooperation Agency (DSCA) statement. 

 
14. India Fortifies Its Island Defenses 
(ASIA TIMES ONLINE 08 MAY 12) ... Sudha Ramachandran 

BANGALORE - The Indian Navy has commissioned a new base, Indian Naval Ship (INS) Dweeprakshak, in the Lakshadweep 
Islands. Located at Kavaratti, the island chain's capital, Dweeprakshak will provide the navy with a permanent and more robust 
presence in waters that are threatened by pirates. 

 
15. Putin Orders Navy Development In Arctic, Far East 
(RIA NOVOSTI 07 MAY 12) 

MOSCOW -- Russian President Vladimir Putin ordered the government to ensure the development of the Navy, first of all, in the 
Far East and Arctic zones, the Kremlin press service said on Monday. 

 
16. Serving Down Under 
Australia Offers Military Jobs To U.S. Troops Facing Separation 
(STARS AND STRIPES 08 MAY 12) ... Seth Robson 

YOKOTA AIR BASE, Japan — U.S. servicemembers looking at career options in this era of shrinking military budgets and force 
drawdowns might want to take a look Down Under. 

 

PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
17. Junior SWO Bonuses Combined And Senior Bonus Eliminated In FY12 Plan 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 07 MAY 12) ... Chief of Naval Personnel Public Affairs 

WASHINGTON -- NAVADMIN 156/12 released May 7 announces the fiscal year (FY) 2012 Surface Warfare Officer (SWO) 
Critical Skills Retention Bonus (CSRB) and SWO Continuation Pay (SWOCP) programs with major program changes. 

 
18. Navy Reserve Sponsors Workshop For Returning Warriors 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 08 MAY 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Larry Foos, Navy Public Affairs Support Element 
West 

DENVER -- Navy Region Southwest Reserve Component Command sponsored a Returning Warrior Workshop (RWW) for 135 
post-deployed Navy Sailors and their family members May 4-6. 
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19. Fleet Plans Major Review Of Female Uniforms 
(NAVY TIMES 07 MAY 12) ... Sam Fellman - Staff writer 

The Navy’s top personnel officer has directed a wide-ranging review of female uniforms for comfort and fit this year after a 
random sampling of female sailors revealed room for improvement, according to a fleetwide message May 7 announcing the review. 
In addition, the Navy is looking whether body armor and flight equipment should be tailored to different body types. 

 
20. IT Sailors Must Switch To New NEC 
Thousands could lose bonuses, job opportunities 
(NAVY TIMES 14 MAY 12) ... Mark D. Faram 

ABOARD THE FRIGATE ELROD — Thousands of sailors in the Information Systems Technician rating are scrambling to 
complete required training or risk losing their qualification to administer Navy computer networks. 

 
21. House Panel Likely To Block Tricare Fee Hikes 
(NAVY TIMES 07 MAY 12) ... Rick Maze 

The House Armed Services Committee is poised to block the Defense Department’s proposal to dramatically increase pharmacy 
co-pays by imposing a cap that would allow fees to rise much more modestly — by no more than the annual cost-of-living adjustment 
in retired pay. 

 
22. Military Pitted Against Feds In Budget Fight 
(NAVY TIMES 07 MAY 12) ... Rick Maze 

The Military Coalition, a group of 31 military and veterans associations, is being pitted against federal employee unions by House 
Republicans as part of a broader battle over deficit reduction. 

 
23. Lawmaker Renews Push For Troops’ Child Custody Rights 
(NAVY TIMES 14 MAY 12) ... Rick Maze 

An Ohio lawmaker is waging a two-pronged legislative assault to expand child custody rights for service members — and hoping 
the sixth time will be the charm. 

 
24. Group Is Sailing Toward Acceptance 
Gay sailors find backers among superiors, peers 
(CHICAGO TRIBUNE 07 MAY 12) ... Lisa Black 

Barely one year into her enlistment, Ann Foster felt her palms sweat as she sat in front of her commanding officer at Naval 
Station Great Lakes. 

 
25. Team Navy/Coast Guard Swims For Gold At 2012 Warrior Games 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 07 MAY 12) ... Lt. Michael Fallon and Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Katherine Hofman, CNP 
Public Affairs 

COLORADO SPRINGS, Colo. -- Team Navy/Coast Guard dominated the swimming events in the last day of competition at the 
2012 Warrior Games in Colorado Springs, Colo., May 5. 

 
26. Big E Hosts Cystic Fibrosis Run/Walk 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 06 MAY 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Scott Pittman, Enterprise Carrier Strike Group 
Public Affairs 

USS ENTERPRISE, At Sea -- Sailors and Marines aboard aircraft carrier USS Enterprise (CVN 65) participated in a flight deck 
walk and run to raise awareness for cystic fibrosis, May 6. 

 
27. Woman Warrior: Navy Vet, 90, Saluted 
(VANCOUVER (WA) COLUMBIAN 07 MAY 12) ... Tom Vogt 

Evelyn Argo was never going to fire at the enemy during World War II, but she still played a vital role in that process. She trained 
a lot of the men who did the shooting. 

 

FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
28. House Budget Approves Bill Turning Off Sequester 
(THE HILL 07 MAY 12) ... Erik Wasson 

The House Budget Committee late Monday approved a bill turning off most of the $109 billion across-the-board automatic 
spending cut slated to take place Jan. 2, by a 21 to 13 vote. 
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29. House Republicans’ Alternate Vision For Defense 
(DOD BUZZ 07 MAY 12) ... Philip Ewing 

Build-down? Drawdown? Shrinking fleets? Mothballs? Not if House Republican lawmakers have anything to say about it. 
 

30. Six House Members Write HAC-D Chairman Supportive Of MEADS Program 
(DEFENSE DAILY 08 MAY 12) ... Ann Roosevelt 

Six house members have written to the House Appropriations Committee panel on Defense urging full funding in the FY '13 
budget for the Medium Extended Air Defense System (MEADS). 

 
31. Ingalls Finishes Hangar For DDG 1000 Destroyer 
(BILOXI (MS) SUN HERALD 07 MAY 12) ... Priscilla Loebenberg 

GULFPORT -- Ingalls Shipbuilding’s Gulfport facility launched the completed helicopter hangar for the DDG 1000 Zumwalt 
Class Destroyer on Monday. The components of the vessel are being built in Mississippi and shipped to Bath Iron Works in Maine for 
assembly. 

 
32. Lockheed Wins $237 Million More For F-35 Work 
(REUTERS 07 MAY 12) ... Andrea Shalal-Esa 

WASHINGTON -- Lockheed Martin Corp has won $237 million in extra funding for a fourth batch of F-35 Joint Strike Fighters 
to account for changes to the hardware and software of the stealthy, supersonic new warplanes, the Pentagon said on Monday. 

 
33. Lockheed Martin: F-22 And F-35 Oxygen Systems 'Very Different' 
(DEFENSE DAILY 08 MAY 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

The oxygen generating systems for pilots aboard the F-22 and F-35 are "very different," but Lockheed Martin evaluates the 
lessons learned on the F-22 to ensure problems do not arise on its latest fighter jet, the company said yesterday. 

 
34. DoD Tries Buying Pixels, Not Planes, For Flexible ISR; It Ain't Leasing 
(AOL DEFENSE 07 MAY 12) ... Richard Whittle 

WASHINGTON -The military can't buy enough unmanned aerial systems to suit imagery-hungry combat commanders. 
Procurement programs are harder than ever to start in these days of ever-tightening defense budgets. And using a 20th Century 
defense acquisition system to buy 21st Century technologies often means getting too little too late too expensively anyway. What to 
do? 

 

BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
35. Tall Ships Set To Sail Up The Hudson River On May 23 As Part Of OpSail & Fleet Week 
Visitors can tour some vessels at their docks around city 
(NEW YORK DAILY NEWS 07 MAY 12) ... Jennifer H. Cunningham and Corky Siemaszko 

All hands on deck New York, your ship is about to come in. 
 

36. House Panel Opposes Base Closings, Tricare Hikes 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 07 MAY 12) ... Bill Bartel 

The Obama administration’s requests for two rounds of base closings and higher health fees for some military retirees are running 
into strong resistance from leaders of the House Armed Services Committee. 

 
37. Jet Crash Victims To Return Home 
Navy anticipates a May 10 return date 
(WAVY NBC NORFOLK 07 MAY 12) ... Andy Fox 

VIRGINIA BEACH, Va. -- It's moving out day at the Mayfair Mews Apartments as the last of the heavy trucks leave the scene of 
what is called the “Good Friday Miracle.” 

 
38. NMSC Reserve Sailors Participating In Alabama Care 2012 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 07 MAY 12) ... Navy Medicine Support Command Public Affairs 

SELMA, Ala. -- Nearly 80 enlisted and commissioned U.S. Navy medical professionals are participating in one of Navy 
Medicine's largest community outreach efforts in the Southeast as part of an Innovative Readiness Training (IRT) mission designed to 
provide assistance to under-serviced communities. 
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39. First Coast Military Moms Feel PGA Tour Love 
The annual shower provides essentials for babies and support for moms and dads. 
(FLORIDA TIMES-UNION 07 MAY 12) ... Beth Reese Cravey 

Mason Lee Fuqua, 1½ months old, was not all that interested in the car seats, strollers, pacifiers, clothes, bouncing chairs, 
blankets, stuffed animals and other goodies handed out Sunday to his mother and other new military moms and moms-to-be. 

 

NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
40. Little Creek To Host Screening Of Movie 'Battleship' 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 08 MAY 12) ... Corinne Reilly 

Joint Expeditionary Base Little Creek will host a free sneak preview of the movie "Battleship" on Saturday. 
 

41. Fed Court Reverses Order For VA System Overhaul 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 07 MAY 12) ... Paul Elias 

SAN FRANCISCO — A federal appeals court on Monday reversed its demand that the Veterans Affairs Department dramatically 
overhaul its mental health care system. 

 

OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
42. Change Course To Protect F-35 
F-16 Set Example of Concurrent Development 
(DEFENSE NEWS 07 MAY 12) ... Gordon England 

Why is the F-16 fighter jet so successful, with 4,500 airplanes delivered and, 30 years later, still in production, while the F-35 is a 
continuing struggle? 

 
43. A Welcome-Home Gift For Veterans: Jobs 
(WASHINGTON POST 06 MAY 12) ... Mike Mullen and Steven A. Cohen 

Our nation is finally emerging from one of the worst recessions in American history, yet for our military veterans there is no 
recovery in sight. The nation’s unemployment rate is 8.1 percent. But the unemployment rate of our youngest military veterans 
returning from Iraq and Afghanistan hovers at a stunning 29 percent. 

 
44. Panetta's Next War 
Defense secretary targets 'climate change' 
(WASHINGTON TIMES 08 MAY 12) ... Editorial 

America has a fresh national-security threat, an enemy is every bit as elusive as al Qaeda: global warming. That's according to 
Pentagon chief Leon Panetta, who has declared war on climate change. This is a fight America can't afford. 

 

BBLLOOGGSS::  
45. EXCERPTS FROM BLOGS AROUND THE WORLD 
(PUBLISHED 04 – 07 MAY 12) 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Navy: Trials Successful For Newest LCS 
(NAVY TIMES 07 MAY 12) ... Christopher P. Cavas 

The newest littoral combat ship successfully completed its 
acceptance trials May 4, the Navy announced Monday, 
clearing the way for the ship’s delivery. 

The Navy’s Board of Inspection and Survey (INSURV) 
examined the major systems and equipment of the Fort Worth 
(LCS 3) during the four-day trial run on Lake Michigan, 
including the propulsion plant, ship handling and auxiliary 
systems. 

“Fort Worth performed extremely well during its trials,” 
LCS Program Manager Capt. John Neagley said in an emailed 
statement. “The ship’s level of completion coupled with 
Marinette Marine’s excellent craftsmanship resulted in 
relatively few material deficiencies.” 

The ship, built at Fincantieri Marinette Marine in 
Marinette, Wis., is the second LCS from prime contractor 
Lockheed Martin. Freedom (LCS 1), the first ship, was 
delivered from the same shipyard in 2008. 

The Navy will take possession of the Fort Worth 
sometime this spring, and later in the summer the 378-foot-
long ship will begin the long trek to the sea across the Great 
Lakes and through the Saint Lawrence Seaway. A 
commissioning ceremony is to be held Sept. 22 in Galveston, 
Texas, and afterwards the ship will continue to its homeport of 
San Diego, Calif. 

The Fort Worth’s acceptance trials followed initial 
builder’s trials run in October before the lakes were closed for 
the winter. Further builder’s trials were carried out in early 
April. 

The Freedom already is operating from the Southern 
California port, and was joined for the first time on May 2 by 
the Independence (LCS 2), the first ship from rival shipbuilder 
Austal USA. 

A total of 24 LCS ships, split between Lockheed and 
Austal, are either in service, under construction or on order. 

Return to Index 
 

2. HASC, HAC-D Bills Aligned With Weapons Changes 
(DEFENSE DAILY 08 MAY 12) ... Emelie Rutherford 

Two key House panels are proposing to add funding to 
the Pentagon's fiscal year 2013 budget this week for 
equipment including a submarine, Navy cruisers, and 
unmanned aircraft. 

The House Appropriations Defense subcommittee (HAC-
D), which plays a key role in shaping the Pentagon's budget, 
plans to approve a $519.2 billion defense spending plan today 
that is $3.1 billion above President Barack Obama's request 
and $1.1 billion above FY '12 levels. 

The legislation the HAC-D will vote on in a closed mark-
up session adds $875 million in procurement and $576 million 
in research funding to the Pentagon proposal, sending added 
funding to varied multiple weapons programs the House 
Armed Services Committee (HASC) also wants to bolster. The 
HASC plans to mark up its version of the policy-setting 
defense appropriation bill in an all-day public markup 
tomorrow. 

Both House panels released the text of their legislation 
yesterday, though some details of the HASC proposal already 
emerged in subcommittee markup sessions two weeks ago. 

The HAC-D "has worked tirelessly to mitigate risks 
associated with budget shortfalls in areas such as shipbuilding, 
force structure, and weapons and facility maintenance," 
Chairman C.W. Bill Young (R-Fla.) said yesterday. 

The HAC-D is calling for adding advance-procurement 
funding for a second Virginia -class submarine next year, in 
FY '14. The HASC's Seapower and Projection Forces 
subcommittee also approved legislation, now before the full 
HASC, that seeks to undo the Pentagon's proposal to buy only 
on Virginia sub in FY '14. The HASC proposed authorizing 
the advance-procurement monies as well as giving the Navy 
the legal power to incrementally fund the added sub and enter 
into a multi-year contract for 10 of the vessels. 

The Navy's cost-savings plan to retire nine cruisers early 
also is being resisted by the HAC-D, which is calling for 
spending $792 million to maintain and modernize three CG-47 

Aegis ships the Navy wants to decommission. The HASC 
Readiness committee made a similar proposal two weeks ago. 

The HAC-D also is joining with the HASC in rejecting 
the Pentagon's attempt to shut down Global Hawk Block 30 
program. The HAC-D is calling for $278 million in funding 
for the unmanned reconnaissance aircraft. 

The HASC's Air and Land Forces panel called for adding 
authorization for $263.3 million to the Pentagon's $75 million 
request for drone. 

Additional funding the HAC-D is proposing adding to the 
Pentagon's budget includes advance procurement for 15 
additional E/A-18G Growlers. 

The Navy has no current plans to continue production of 
the aircraft in FY '14, though both the HAC-D and HASC Air 
and Land Forces subpanel have called for adding the advanced 
monies for Growlers next year. 

The HAC-D says it cut savings from the Pentagon's 
proposal including $400 million for the Medium Extended Air 
Defense System (MEADS), a three-nation program the panel 
wants to terminate. The HASC's current plan similarly would 
prohibit the Pentagon from obligating monies on missile-
defense effort the United States previously tried to exit. 

The HAC-D measure further calls for pausing the 
proposed retirement and reassignment of National Guard and 
Reserve aircraft until Congress and the Government 
Accountability Office (GAO) review the cost-benefit analyses 
of the Pentagon's proposal. 

The full House Appropriations Committee (HAC) is 
expected to endorse the HAC-D's defense budget proposal 
next week, shortly after the HASC approves the Pentagon 
policy bill this week. 

HAC Chairman Hal Rogers (R-Ky.) said the Defense 
subcommittee's bill "ensures our troops and commanders have 
the tools they need to advance U.S. missions.” 
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HAC-D and HAC Ranking Member Norm Dicks (D-
Wash.) called the Republican majority's approach to the 
defense budget "reasonable.” 

"I'm happy to report that the bill provides adequate funds 
to support our troops both at home and when deployed," Dicks 
said. "It also provides the funding necessary to maintain force 
structure, including the National Guard and reserve, and 
provides for needed investments in research and development, 
and equipment acquisition.” 

The HAC-D and HASC spending plans have different 
overall values. The HASC says its current bill is worth $554 
billion with $88 billion in war funding. The HAC-D says its 
proposal totals $519.2 billion, with $88.5 billion for war 
spending. When items the HASC includes in its bill that the 
HAC-D doesn't are excluded--to allow for a comparison--the 
authorization bill authorizes roughly $9 billion more in base 
defense spending than the appropriation measure does, 
according to a HASC spokesman. 

The "chairman's mark" the HASC released yesterday, 
before tomorrow's all-day markup, includes an array of 
provisions intended to help the defense-industrial base and 
support smaller defense contractors who want to do business 
with the Pentagon. 

Proposals include requiring the Pentagon to develop a 
national-security strategy for the defense-industrial base, 
establish new goals for procurement contracts with small 
businesses, curtail contract bundling, and weigh changes to its 
audit agencies. 

HASC Ranking Member Adam Smith (D-Wash.) said he 
would like to do even more to support defense contractors. 

"As we move forward with the markup process and work 
to support economic growth, I would also like to see the 
committee correct some of the issues related to our export 
controls and the negative impact they have on the defense 
industrial base," he said yesterday. 
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3. Navy To Name Warship After Bay State War Hero 
(BOSTON GLOBE 07 MAY 12) ... Bryan Bender 

WASHINGTON -- In a rare honor for a living person, the 
Navy plans to announce it is naming a new destroyer after Fall 
River native Thomas J. Hudner, who earned the Medal of 
Honor in the Korean War for intentionally crashing his fighter 
plane in an attempt to save his wingman, the Navy’s first 
black pilot. 

The decision, made by Navy Secretary Ray Mabus, is the 
culmination of a swift lobbying campaign championed by 
Senators Scott P. Brown and John F. Kerry to honor the 87-
year-old Concord resident and retired Navy captain. 

Brown’s office told the Globe it was informed of the 
decision by the Navy early Monday. 

The move, the lawmakers argued, would bring well-
earned recognition to Hudner, who later served in the Vietnam 
War and as Massachusetts commissioner of veterans affairs, 
and also to his wingman, Jesse L. Brown, a native of 
Mississippi who overcame fierce prejudice to become the 
Navy’s first black fighter pilot. 

At the time of the incident, during the Battle of Chosin 
Reservoir in December 1950, the armed forces had been 
integrated for only two years. Critics of desegregating the 

ranks continued to raise doubts that men of different color 
would risk their lives for each other. 

Hudner’s actions when Brown’s plane was shot down in a 
snow-covered valley behind enemy lines proved those critics 
wrong. 

“The only thing to do was go down and get Jesse," 
Hudner told the Globe last month. “I didn’t agonize over it at 
all because I’d made up my mind. Jesse and I weren’t that 
close, but he was a good man." 

Brown, who was trapped in the burning wreckage of his 
Corsair, could not be freed, and as darkness fell Hudner had to 
leave him behind. 

“Tell Daisy I love her," Brown said of his wife before 
losing consciousness. 

After the war, Hudner received letters from strangers 
thanking him for what he had done. 

One came from an African-American who wrote: “I never 
thought that would happen. I never thought that a white man 
would help out a black man like that." 

View Official DoD News Release 
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4. Navy Week Comes To Nashville 
(WTVF CBS NASHVILLE 07 MAY 12) 

NASHVILLE, Tenn.- Although the city is hours from the 
nearest ocean, Nashville is celebrating Navy Week this week. 

To help kick off the festivities, a group of Sailors from 
right here in the mid-state spent the morning volunteering at 
Second Harvest Food Bank. Among their duties there: sorting 
and organizing hundreds of cans and boxes of food. 

Servicemen and women will spend the rest of the week 
partnering up with Habitat for Humanity and Monroe Carell 
Jr. Children's Hospital at Vanderbilt. 

Visit the group's website for more information about 
Nashville's Navy Week. 

Broadcast Clip - Meet MCSN Reynolds - Gallatin, TN 
Native Aboard USS Enterprise 

(YOUTUBE 07 MAY 12) U.S. Navy 
MCSN Reynolds is a Gallatin, TN native stationed aboard 

USS Enterprise. He recently shared thoughts of home and 
what he does in his off-time while on deployment. 

View Clip (RT: 1:10) 
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CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
5. Marines And Sailors Aboard Makin Island Head Home 
Amphibious Ready Group finishing sea tour 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 07 MAY 12) ... Gretel C. Kovach 

Marines and Sailors deployed with the Makin Island 
Amphibious Ready Group are heading home to San Diego 
after handing off responsibility in the northern Arabian Sea, 
the Navy announced today. 

The flagship Makin Island, an amphibious assault ship 
powered by the Navy’s first hybrid-drive for a warship -- half-
electric, half-gas -- departed on its maiden deployment in 
November. 

The Navy’s Amphibious Squadron 5 and Camp 
Pendleton’s 11th Marine Expeditionary Unit deployed aboard 
the Makin Island group, which includes amphibious transport 
dock ship New Orleans and amphibious dock landing ship 
Pearl Harbor. 

Operations during the seven-month sea tour included 
maritime security and bilateral military exercises. 

“As I look back, every ship had some challenges either 
before or during this deployment; however, each ship met 
every challenge or every mission with great commitment and 
determination to succeed,” said Navy Capt. Donald R. 
Cuddington, commander of Amphibious Squadron 5. 

“It was never a blue mission or a green mission. It was 
our mission,” he said, referring to the Navy-Marine 
partnership. 

At the Gulf of Aden between Somalia and Yemen, the 
Makin Island group was relieved Saturday of its 
responsibilities in 5th Fleet by the Norfolk, Va.-based Iwo 
Jima Amphibious Ready Group and 24th Marine 
Expeditionary Unit. 
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6. Sunshine, Families Welcome Louisiana (Blue) Back Home 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 08 MAY 12) ... Lt. Ed Early, Submarine Group 9 Public Affairs 

BANGOR, Wash. -- A sunny day provided an ideal 
setting for the return of the Ohio-class ballistic missile 
submarine USS Louisiana (SSBN 743), whose Blue Crew 
came home to Naval Base Kitsap-Bangor on May 6 after a 56-
day strategic deterrent patrol. 

Family members eagerly awaited a glimpse of their loved 
ones as Louisiana pulled in at Bangor's Delta Pier for the first 
time since March 12. It marked the Blue Crew's first patrol in 
nearly a year, as Louisiana had spent most of 2011 in an 
extended refit period. 

"I was thoroughly impressed with the extremely talented 
and motivated Sailors who provide the true strength of 
Louisiana's commitment to strategic deterrence," said Cmdr. 
Paul Varnadore, who completed his first patrol since taking 
command of the Blue Crew in September 2011. 

Seven Blue Crew Sailors qualified in submarines during 
Louisiana's deterrent patrol, earning the right to wear the 
submariner's traditional "dolphins." Five other Sailors from 
USS Nevada (SSBN 733) and USS Pennsylvania (SSBN 735), 
part of a contingent of 19 Sailors from other submarines who 
embarked for the patrol, also earned their dolphins while 
aboard. 

In addition, 44 Blue Crew Sailors qualified across 33 
different watch stations, and eight first class petty officers 
became board eligible for chief petty officer. 

Louisiana is one of eight Ohio-class ballistic missile 
submarines homeported at Naval Base Kitsap-Bangor, 
providing the survivable leg of the nation's strategic deterrent 
forces. 
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7. U.S. Seeks Faster Deployment 
Smaller, More Flexible Special-Operations Teams Would Tackle Emerging Threats Under New Plan 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 08 MAY 12) ... Julian E. Barnes and Adam Entous 

WASHINGTON—U.S. military leaders have developed 
new proposals to speed the deployment of elite American 
special-operations forces to a growing number of the world's 
trouble spots, advancing the Obama administration's emerging 
approach to armed involvement abroad. 

If the plan is adopted, commando teams likely would 
become a more frequent and routine response to emerging 
threats around the world. Commando forces are favored for 
their small footprint, and they can reach trouble spots more 
easily than large conventional forces. 

Critics warned the plan could roll back needed oversight 
of commando teams and called the proposal a fix for a 
nonexistent problem. 

Under the new military plan, U.S. special-operations 
forces would be deployed either as strike groups or trainers for 
local armed forces. The proposal fits with a new Pentagon 
military strategy put in place by President Barack Obama in 

January that advocates greater use of special-operations 
forces. 

In addition to their flexibility, special units are attractive 
because they cost less than conventional forces and carry 
fewer risks of long-term entanglements. The new military 
strategy also emphasizes other small-force approaches to 
global conflicts, including unmanned aircraft and partnerships 
with host countries. 

The plan for special-operations forces would streamline 
procedures in the Defense Department for deploying troops, 
relaxing review processes and giving regional U.S. 
commanders greater ease of access to special-operations 
forces and equipment. 

Under the current system, staff officers in the Pentagon 
review most requests to deploy troops around the globe. The 
system has been criticized for duplicating the Special 
Operations Command's planning process, but defenders say 
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that getting Washington's input on troop movements, however 
small, is critical. 

The April 2009 operation by SEAL Team Six commandos 
to rescue the captain of a commercial oil tanker, the Maersk 
Alabama, is seen as the starting point for development of the 
new deployment system. In that instance, the Special 
Operations Command had requested high-speed boats to aid in 
the operation, but the approval process dragged on too long to 
get the boats into position, and SEAL snipers were forced to 
undertake the rescue without them.Adm. William McRaven, 
head of the Special Operations Command, wants to give his 
teams a "more flexible posture," allowing special-operations 
forces to be deployed more rapidly to help mitigate emerging 
threats before "they put down roots," said a person briefed on 
the proposals. 

Under Adm. McRaven's proposal, he would assign 
special-operations forces to the military's various combatant 
commanders, according to current and former officials. In the 
event of a crisis, the combatant commander could order those 
units to a trouble spot without going through a formal process 
to request forces. 

Adm. McRaven would have the power under the new 
proposal to deploy more forces during a crisis or conflict, 
without going through the formal Pentagon approval process, 
officials said. "It's basically to build capability globally, where 
we needed it," said a senior military officer of the proposal. "It 
is to enable the have-nots to have the capabilities they have 
been asking for a long time." 

The proposal would allow Special Operations Command 
to move both strike teams and training units to hot spots. The 
strike teams have been critical to the Obama administration's 
counterterrorism strategy, while specialized training teams are 
considered an important link to other countries. 

Adm. McRaven's plan also would allow the Special 
Operations Command to move support assets, aviation units, 
surveillance equipment and intelligence specialists into trouble 
spots to aid commando teams. 

Skeptics of the proposal said regional commanders may 
not be aware of the wider strategic signals moving assets 

around the globe might send to other nations. Review of all 
deployments, these officials say, is a critical safeguard against 
the U.S. inadvertently exacerbating regional tensions. 

In 2010, when South Korea staged exercises near 
Yeonpyeong Island in response to a North Korean attack, 
regional American commanders ordered a U.S. aircraft carrier 
to the area in support. When Pentagon leaders learned the 
aircraft carrier was moving to the Yellow Sea, they intervened 
to halt the deployment, worried about how China would react. 

"Regionally or locally it might look like the right thing to 
do, but it may not look that way strategically," said a person 
familiar with the Pentagon debate. "Cutting out the strategic 
view often takes away options from the president or State 
Department." 

Supporters argue such fears are unwarranted. Special 
Operations Command will coordinate the deployment of 
forces with local ambassadors and the chairman of the joint 
chiefs and the secretary of Defense would be able to veto any 
troop movements. 

People familiar with the debate said Adm. McRaven 
understands the importance of civilian oversight of the 
program to ensure that Mr. Obama and his top advisers won't 
be caught off guard by special-operations deployments. 

The discussion over how to use special-operations forces 
is a new development. In recent years, the U.S. had relatively 
few special-operations forces to spare. But the end of the Iraq 
war freed up many teams and assets that had been devoted to 
operations there. 

Depending on how many special-operations forces remain 
in Afghanistan as the war begins to wind down, the U.S. could 
have even more commandos available for deploying in the 
Middle East, Asia, South America and Africa. 

"It is meant to give combatant commanders more assets 
and resources," said a senior defense official. "What McRaven 
wants to do is empower the combatant commanders in ways 
that will give them more resources." 
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8. Tech, Tactics Ramp Up Pressure On Militant Groups 
(REUTERS 08 MAY 12) ... Peter Apps 

WASHINGTON - Despite quietly dropping the phrase 
"war on terror", when it comes to battling worldwide militant 
networks the success of the United States and its allies goes 
well beyond the killing of Osama bin Laden. 

With Britain deploying surface to air missiles, fighter jets 
and warships around London ahead of the Olympic Games, 
the threat of devastating attacks on Western nations has not 
gone away -- and few believe it can ever be eliminated. 

Some security experts fear it may still only be a matter of 
time until an individual or small group use a chemical, 
biological or nuclear weapons -- or perhaps a cyber attack -- to 
inflict a death toll to dwarf that of September 11, 2001. 

But in the decade since the attacks on New York and 
Washington killed nearly 3,000, much has changed. Quietly, 
many of the tactics adopted by governments have made it 
much harder for large, complex organizations such as al 
Qaeda to operate. 

On Monday, U.S. counterterrorism officials said they had 
frustrated a plot by al Qaeda on the Arab Peninsula to attack 
airliners using a redesigned version of an underwear bomb 
used in previous attack attempts. But they said the plot was 
thwarted in the early stages and no one airline was ever at risk. 

"The initial asymmetric advantage al Qaeda enjoyed has 
been eroded," says Nigel Inkster, a former deputy chief of 
Britain's Secret Intelligence Service (MI6) and now head of 
political risk and transnational threats at London's 
International Institute for Strategic Studies. "Governments, 
intelligence services, police and judiciaries have all learned a 
great deal about how terrorist organizations work and have all 
upped their game in dealing with the threat." 

By the time Navy Seals killed bin Laden in his Pakistan 
compound, security experts say it appears the al Qaeda leader 
had much less direct control over the militant group that he 
had in the pre-2001 era or even the early years that followed. 
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With its leadership decimated, security experts say al 
Qaeda has effectively become a series of franchises and 
brands operating largely separately across several regions. 

Some parts - particularly the largely Yemen-based al 
Qaeda in the Islamic Peninsula - are still seen as an extremely 
serious and credible threat. But most security and intelligence 
experts say the overall movement is now a shadow of its 
former self. 

A selection of letters written by bin Laden and released by 
the United States on Thursday showed the al Qaeda leader 
himself worrying over the future of his organization, his lack 
of control and the difficulty of transferring money. 

But it is not just Islamist militant networks that have 
suffered. A range of other groups, from Sri Lanka's Tamil 
Tigers to Colombia's FARC to Basque separatists ETA have 
all effectively found themselves becoming collateral damage. 

The militants Western intelligence agencies fear most 
now, insiders say, are the "homegrown extremists" -- often 
radicalized online alone late at night, planning attacks 
sometimes guided by distant leaders and sometimes entirely 
independent -- and therefore almost entirely impossible to 
detect. 

As last year's attacks in Norway by Anders Breivik, who 
killed 77 in an apparently solo gun and bomb attack, show, 
such attackers are not always Islamic and can still conduct 
highly destructive actions. 

But security experts believe it would generally be much 
harder to conduct a truly coordinated spectacular such as 9/11 
-- although the 2005 London underground and bus attacks 
showed what a small largely homegrown group could do, 
killing 56 including the bombers. 

High-Tech Data Crunching 
Key to Western success against terror groups, experts say, 

is the much greater computing power and more sophisticated 
analytical tools available to intelligence services -- coupled 
with the much greater volume of data and clues that militants 
themselves often leave behind them in the information age. 

"Technology has played a major role here, particularly in 
the arena of modern communications," says Inkster. "The 
"electronic exhaust" left by terrorists when they communicate 
has made them easier to track and sophisticated relational 
software has made it much easier to identify connections 
between people who don't want to appear connected." 

On a tour of its facilities on the outskirts of the English 
university town of Cambridge last year, British-American 
technology firm i2 - which provides software to leading spy 
agencies and law enforcement organizations around the world 
- showed how that worked. 

From the telephone banking records of two or three 
suspects - contained in spreadsheets with thousands of points 
of individual data - the software swiftly draws out patterns, 
points to shared contacts and so potential new avenues for 
investigation. 

"With the... counterterrorism and some of the law-
enforcement type dataset you have a... dataset which... might 
be 1 million records," Julian Midwinter, i2's vice president for 
sales covering Europe, the Middle East and Africa, told 
Reuters. "You had to work out how to distil it down to clear 
out the noise so you can get the vital high-value pieces of 
information." 

Within Western states themselves, that kind of 
information can be used to plan surveillance or police raids. 
But elsewhere in the world - particularly Afghanistan, 
Pakistan, Somalia and Yemen - it can help provide target lists 
for unmanned drones and special forces raids, both of which 
the Obama presidency has ramped up to unprecedented levels. 

In recent weeks, the Obama White House has sought to 
use their success against militants as a key campaigning point 
ahead of November's presidential election. But in reality, 
insiders say the current administration did little more than 
ramp up what was already being done in the last years of 
George W Bush. 

"The one thing that will remain constant is the focus on 
special operations and drone strikes," says Douglas A. 
Ollivant, a former U.S. Army officer and National Security 
Council director for Iraq under the Bush and Obama. "There's 
no doubt that it would continue for increase further whoever 
wins in November." 

Awkward Truths 
Other governments, inevitably, have begun to turn such 

tactics on other militant groups they face many of whom have 
found themselves struggling both politically and tactically in 
the post-9/11 era. 

Firstly, the worldwide revulsion that followed the attacks 
on New York and Washington made militant attacks - 
particularly those with high death tolls - much less politically 
palatable. 

In the immediate aftermath of 9/11, small-scale bombing 
campaigns conducted by Northern Irish republican militants in 
London and Basque ETA separatists in Spain largely petered 
out, partly because of tight security but also worries within 
militant groups over the potential political fallout. 

Much tighter financial controls aimed at choking al Qaeda 
funding also made it much more difficult for other groups to 
operate, particularly separatist groups such as the Tamil Tigers 
heavily dependent on funding by ethnic diasporas in other 
parts of the world. Outspent and heavily outgunned, they lost 
their three decade civil war in 2009. 

With hindsight, critics say the early years after 9/11 gave 
authoritarian states such as China and Russia too much 
flexibility to crush internal dissent particularly amongst 
Muslim groups. 

But with the phrase "war on terror" increasingly 
unpopular and ultimately dropped under the Obama White 
House, some wonder whether the taboo over terrorist tactics 
themselves may be beginning to lift. 

Syria's opposition, for example, has received relatively 
little criticism of their use of insurgent tactics that include 
suicide bombing against a government crackdown, although it 
may have contributed to costing them U.S. and Arab military 
aid. 

At the same time, there has also been a growing 
realization that many of the other key U.S. strategies in the 
"war on terror" ultimately proved counter-productive or even 
disastrous. 

Whatever the value of the intelligence gathered by 
controversial techniques such as waterboarding or in much-
criticized detention centers such as Guantanemo Bay or Abu 
Graibh, they are seen as having done long-term damage to the 
global reputation of the United States. 
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While the initial 2001 invasion of Afghanistan denied al 
Qaeda the safe havens it had been using, the Afghan and Iraqi 
wars are widely seen to have, at least in the short-term, acted 
as a major recruiting tool for militant groups, as well as 
pushing the U.S. several trillion dollars deeper into debt. 

Western states might look to be increasingly avoiding 
major attacks on their own soil, particularly in the last half 
decade, but thousands have died in bombings in Iraq, 
Afghanistan and Pakistan. 

Finally, while al Qaeda might have been devastated 
overseas, it is far from clear whether the vast domestic 
counterterrorism bureaucracy within the United States itself - 

centered around the Department for Homeland Security - is 
effective at all. 

An internal U.S. government document seen by Reuters 
last week made it clear the U.S. government had little or no 
idea if homegrown militants might be planning attacks. 

Some worry another major incident could spark the same 
kind of reaction - or, some say, overreaction - that followed 
9/11. 

"There is the very real risk that the "war on terror" could 
come back," says former State Department spokesman PJ 
Crowley, now a lecturer at several universities including Penn 
State. "If something else big was to happen, you can never 
predict what the result might be." 
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9. Maritime Homeland Security Training Tuesday On The Thames 
(NEW LONDON DAY 07 MAY 12) ... Sasha Goldstein 

NEW LONDON – Coast Guard boat and helicopter crews 
will be out Tuesday afternoon near the mouth of the Thames 
River as part of a joint training exercise with Navy and 
Canadian forces. 

A Coast Guard spokesman says the training will include 
Coast Guard law enforcement members boarding other 
vessels. The spokesman urges residents to not be concerned if 
they witness such activities, which are related to the training. 

“The training is part of the bigger Frontier Sentinel 
exercise, which began in Sydney, Nova Scotia, and concludes 

in Groton and New London,” the release states. “It is limited 
to specific areas in New London Harbor and on the Thames 
River, and should not significantly impact vessel traffic or 
harbor and river operations.” 

The exercise is for the maritime homeland security of 
both the U.S. and Canada and will allow the forces to “train 
together to handle a security-related drill during a full-scale 
live event and may include mine counter measures and 
migrant vessel scenarios,” the release reads. 
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GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
10. China's Defense Chief Visits Pentagon Amid Diplomatic Row 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 07 MAY 12) ... Dan De Luce 

WASHINGTON — The Pentagon hosted China's Defense 
Minister Liang Guanglie on Monday in a bid to boost military 
ties as the United States tried to contain the fallout from a 
diplomatic dispute over a top Chinese dissident. 

Liang's discussions with his U.S. counterpart, Leon 
Panetta, were expected to focus on the growing military 
rivalry between the two countries, while American officials 
planned to steer clear of the case of blind rights campaigner 
Chen Guangcheng. 

"We're not planning on raising it" during the first visit to 
Washington by a Chinese minister of defense in nine years, a 
senior defense official said. Chen's fate was a subject for U.S. 
diplomats at the State Department, not the Pentagon, the 
official added. 

Chen dramatically escaped house arrest and took refuge at 
the U.S. embassy in Beijing on April 26, creating a dilemma 
for both governments just days before the arrival of U.S. 
Secretary of State Hillary Clinton. 

At the end of her visit, Clinton said she struck a deal that 
would allow Chen to go to the United States with his family to 
study. But China warned the United States to take measures to 
avoid a repeat of the Chen incident. 

The Pentagon has long sought to forge a stronger security 
dialogue with China's top brass but defense relations have 
remained an on-again-off-again affair, with Chen's situation 
threatening to overshadow Liang's visit. 

Accompanied by a 24-member delegation including an 
array of senior officers, Liang was greeted with a U.S. honor 

guard standing at attention on the steps of the Pentagon, while 
a Marine Corps band clad in red and white played the national 
anthems of each country. 

The talks were due to touch on North Korea's nuclear 
program, maritime disputes in the South China Sea and U.S. 
concerns about cyber threats allegedly coming from China, the 
senior defense official said, speaking on condition of 
anonymity. 

"The cyber issue is an important area for dialogue and 
discussion with the Chinese government and the Chinese 
military in particular. We obviously have some concerns about 
some cyber behavior that appears to originate in China," the 
official said. 

Before his meeting with Liang, the U.S. defense secretary 
said in an interview over the weekend that his priority 
remained improving military-to-military relations. But he 
acknowledged that Chen's case and human rights would be 
addressed by his colleagues at the State Department. 

Speaking to Bloomberg Television, Panetta said that "the 
purpose of these discussions is to also indicate our concerns, 
and one of those concerns, obviously, relates to human rights 
and I suspect that the State Department is making very clear to 
the Chinese our concerns in that area." 

Apart from the turbulence surrounding the Chinese 
dissident, Liang's visit comes at a delicate moment with 
Beijing irritated with Washington's stance on the South China 
Sea and Taiwan. 
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Military contacts between China and the United States 
were broken off by Beijing in early 2010 when Washington 
unveiled a $6 billion arms contract with Taiwan, which China 
claims as its territory. 

Contacts were resumed at the end of the year shortly 
before then U.S. defense secretary Robert Gates visited 
Beijing in January 2011. 

But the White House, under pressure from some 
lawmakers, said recently it will give "serious consideration" to 
selling new U.S. fighter jets to Taiwan. 

With China and the Philippines locked in a territorial 
dispute over the South China Sea, the United States also has 
plans to double military assistance to Manila, a move 
criticized by Beijing. 

The United States, which is increasingly worried about 
Beijing's mounting military strength, has sought to build up 

ties with the Chinese armed forces to avoid possible 
misunderstandings and defuse tensions. 

Beijing, however, has rejected suggestions its military has 
adopted a more aggressive stance. 

"China seeks no hegemony and its defense policy is 
defensive in nature. Beijing does not deserve Washington's ill-
grounded suspicion over China's peaceful development," state-
run Xinhua news agency wrote in a commentary. 

For his a week-long visit, Liang arrived in San Francisco 
on Friday and toured a U.S. naval station on Saturday in San 
Diego, where he got a first-hand look at an American 
destroyer. 

Liang is scheduled to visit a U.S. Marine Corps base at 
Camp Lejeune in North Carolina, an Army base at Fort 
Benning in South Carolina and the West Point military 
academy in New York before departing Thursday. 

Return to Index 
 

11. Chinese General Downplays China’s Role In Cyber Attacks 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 07 MAY 12) ... Gopal Ratnam 

The U.S. and Chinese militaries should work as equals 
and avoid the “stereotype” of being confrontational 
superpowers, Chinese General Liang Guanglie said on his first 
visit to Washington as defense minister. 

Speaking to reporters yesterday following talks with 
Defense Secretary Leon Panetta, Liang disputed a question 
about China’s responsibility for cyber attacks against the U.S. 
and said the two sides discussed ways to “build a new state-to- 
state relationship that’s not a stereotype of two major powers 
predestined for conflict.” 

Liang’s call to be treated as an equal reflects China’s 
growing desire, backed by its $5.9 trillion economy, to be 
considered a power on par with the U.S. It comes as the U.S. 
is shifting its military posture to the Asia-Pacific area, 
reflecting concerns by the U.S. and nations in the region about 
China’s expanding reach and competition for resources such 
as oil and gas in the South China Sea. 

“I proposed that the two militaries build a new 
relationship based on equality, mutual benefit and 
cooperation,” said Liang. 

China’s emphasis on equality is in line with its previous 
“win-win formulations” intended to show that its economic 
and military rise is not intended to diminish U.S. power, said 
Patrick Cronin, an Asia specialist at the Center for New 
American Security, a policy center in Washington. Still, 
“China wants to be treated like a superpower but does not yet 
want responsibilities of one,” he said. 

Liang’s visit, the first such high level military visit since 
President Barack Obama took office, comes after a series of 
incidents that in the past would have derailed high-level 
meetings between officials of the two countries. This is also 
the first meeting between the top U.S. and Chinese defense 
ministers after the U.S. in November announced plans to focus 
defense efforts toward the Asia-Pacific region. 

Panetta, asked if the U.S. pivot toward the Asia-Pacific 
region is intended to contain China’s rise, said the purpose of 
the U.S. effort is to help countries in the region “develop their 
capabilities so they can deal with challenges.” 

The Pentagon is interested in engaging in a “similar 
relationship with China’s military to confront common 

challenges and provide for stability and safety of the region,” 
Panetta said. 

After Obama spelled out U.S. strategy toward the Asia- 
Pacific in November, China in March said it would increase its 
defense spending 11.2 percent to about 670 billion yuan 
($106.4 billion). The Pentagon’s proposed 2013 budget is 
$525 billion. 

China has several disagreements with Vietnam, the 
Philippines and Japan over control of oil- and gas-rich waters 
and has a lingering territorial dispute with India that erupted 
into a war in 1962. It also seeks control of Taiwan, which it 
regards as a renegade province. 

Liang said his visit to the U.S. despite recent incidents 
shows that there’s a “turnover in U.S.-China military” 
relations. 

For nearly two weeks the U.S. and China have negotiated 
over the future of Chinese human-rights activist Chen 
Guangcheng, who escaped house arrest and sought shelter at 
the U.S. embassy in Beijing. U.S. Secretary of State Hillary 
Clinton said the U.S. reached an accord with Chinese 
authorities to allow him and his family to come to the U.S., 
where has an offer to be an visiting scholar at New York 
University. 

In September, the Obama administration announced a 
$5.3 billion arms package to Taiwan, including upgrades to 
145 older F-16 fighters. After declining to provide Taiwan 
with new versions of the jets made by Lockheed Martin Corp., 
the Obama administration on April 27 said it may consider 
doing so. 

Panetta To China 
China’s decision not to cancel Liang’s visit over those 

developments “suggests there’s a little more ballast to the 
U.S.-China relations” than in the past, Cronin said. 

Liang said Panetta had accepted his invitation to visit 
Beijing in the second half of this year. 

Panetta and Liang, appearing together at a Pentagon press 
briefing, said they also discussed cyber security issues. 

Asked about U.S. intelligence reports pointing to cyber 
attacks and data theft that originate from China, Liang took 
umbrage at the question, saying that not all attacks on U.S. 
networks came from China. 
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“I can hardly agree with the proposition that the cyber 
attacks directed to the United States are directly coming from 
China.” he said. “And during the meetings, Secretary Panetta 
also agreed on my point that we cannot attribute all the cyber 
attacks” to China. 

China, too, is concerned about cyber attacks because it 
“relates to politics, military and people’s livelihood,” Liang 
said, citing the example of an attack on a bank that “affects 
people’s lives.” 

Panetta said cyber attacks on both Chinese and U.S. 
computer networks come from “other countries, hackers and 
others.” Since the U.S., and China have “technical capabilities 
in this arena” the two countries must work together to avoid 
“miscalculations” that may lead to a crisis, Panetta said. 

As part of an effort to increase transparency between the 
two militaries, Liang and his delegation, which includes the 
head of the People’s Liberation Army’s 2nd Artillery Corps 
responsible for its nuclear forces, as well as chiefs of the Navy 
and Air Force, will stop at several U.S. military installations 
during their visit, according to China’s official Xinhua news 
agency. 

The Chinese delegation plans to go to Fort Benning, 
Georgia, home of the U.S. Army’s 3rd Brigade, 3rd Infantry 
Division, and Southern Command based in Doral, Florida. 
They will also meet with non-commissioned officers of the 
2nd Marine Expeditionary Forces at Camp Lejeune, North 
Carolina and visit the U.S. Military Academy at West Point, 
New York. 
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12. Gaps In China's Area-Denial Strategy 
(ASIA TIMES ONLINE 08 MAY 12) ... Jens Kastner 

TAIPEI - Much is being said about the Chinese military 
dramatically improving its combat capability to keep United 
States forces at arm's length. 

Anti-access/area denial (A2/AD) is the magic slogan, 
meaning that the People's Liberation Army's (PLA's) new 
shore-based artillery, aircraft and naval assets could deny a 
rapid deployment by United States forces into the Pacific in 
the event of a conflict, since the U.S. would face heavy losses. 
But exactly how concerned is the U.S.? 

A U.S. military exercise that took place in April known as 
Operation Chimichanga provides some of the answers, but if it 
wasn't for the journalists David Axe and Noah Shachtman, 
nobody would have likely taken note of it outside the U.S. 
army. 

In an article for the American magazine Wired, the pair 
described a U.S. Air Force drill in Alaska in early April, 
during which F-22 Raptor stealth fighters supported by older 
F-16s paved the way for B-1 bombers, which reduced an 
imaginary enemy's air defense into rubble. As this impressive 
drill was pronouncedly put into a long-range strike context, it 
was plainly obvious that the exercise was aimed at China, 
according to the article. 

"Officially, Operation Chimichanga was meant to validate 
the long-range strike capability of the B-1s as well as the F-
22s' and F-16s' ability to escort them into an anti-access target 
area," Axe and Shachtman wrote. "Unofficially, Operation 
Chimichanga was a proof-of-concept for the air force's 
evolving tactics for battling China over the vast western 
Pacific ... the air force would never say that." 

When North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO)-led 
forces took on Muammar Gaddafi's Libya in 2011, there was 
no such a thing as A2/AD strategy to worry about. Allied 
warships and submarines could get easily into waters off the 
North African coast, fire cruise missiles against Libyan 
commando posts and together with fighter jets destroy that 
country's air-defense systems in no time at all. Once the latter 
was achieved, Gaddafi's days were numbered as NATO fighter 
jets and attack helicopters roamed Libyan airspace with near 
impunity. 

In the unlikely event of a U.S. attack on China, things 
wouldn't be as simple. One-and-a-half decades have passed 
since then-U.S. president Bill Clinton ordered the USS 
Independence and USS Nimitz carrier battle groups into the 

Taiwan Strait right at China's doorsteps to stop the Chinese 
from muscling Taiwan, and such a deployment will not 
happen again. 

Since the PLA was humiliated by Clinton in the mid-
1990s, it has honed the A2/AD doctrine to perfection, with the 
flag weapon of choice being the Deng Feng 21D (DF-21D), 
the ballistic "carrier killer" anti-ship missile. 

Together with the Beidou satellite system, which from the 
end of this decade will provide the PLA missile force with 
precision targeting capabilities, in addition to countless other 
weapon systems, the DF-21D will be used to protect China 
and its vast territorial claims reaching from Tibet and Xinjiang 
to the Taiwan Strait and South China Sea. 

There also is China's nuclear arsenal. But an American 
attack on China is only feasible if it was over the PLA trying 
to get its hands on places such as Taiwan, South Korea, Japan 
or Australia; it is highly doubtful that the Chinese leadership 
would choose to press the red button in order to facilitate such 
a PLA crusade. 

In their article on "Operation Chimichanga," Axe and 
Shachtman explained what problems the U.S. would face 
when taking on China with conventional weapons. 

"While the Alaska test apparently proved that the stealthy 
strike team can defeat determined enemy forces at long range, 
it also underscored America's vulnerability against the fast-
growing Chinese military," they wrote. "It takes the latest 
stealth fighters and upgraded bombers flying as a team to beat 
China, and thanks to developmental problems America has 
only so many of those airplanes to work with." 

The two added that while the U.S. Air Force has about 
150 bombers, only a handful of B-2s are fully stealthy. That 
makes the lion's share of the bomber force vulnerable to 
China's thousands of air defense positions. In theory, F-22s or 
the F-35s could first knock these out. But the U.S. has fewer 
than 200 F-22s operational, which would be hardly enough, 
while the delay-plagued F-35 hasn't even been built. 

Nonetheless, experts interviewed by Asia Times Online 
believe that the edge the U.S. always had over China is not 
gone. 

According to Oliver Braeuner, a China and security 
expert at the Stockholm International Peace Research 
Institute), the notion that China's A2/AD-protected zones have 
become impenetrable is greatly exaggerated. 
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"The United States remains the world's number one 
military power and still accounted for around 41% of global 
defense spending in 2011," Braeuner said. 

He added that the U.S.'s allies in the region could be 
destined to take over part of the dirty work. 

"With the recently announced 'pivot to Asia', Washington 
has reaffirmed its commitment to regional security in the Asia-
Pacific. However, this approach does not rely on U.S. military 
power alone," Braeuner said. "It will probably mean that in the 
future America's regional allies will have to take over greater 
security responsibilities themselves as well." 

Steve Tsang, director of the University of Nottingham's 
China Policy Institute, thinks Beijing is misguided in its 
assessment on the PLA's A2/AD capability. 

"Having an operational anti-ship ballistic missile [DF-
21D] will not in fact be as critical as many in Beijing think. 
The U.S. Navy and Air Force will expect to suffer significant 
losses if the U.S. became involved in a military confrontation 
with a near peer competitor," Tsang said. 

He said that the prospect of major combatant ships, such 
as aircraft carriers, being badly damaged or even lost would 
not be sufficient to deter U.S. forces from fulfilling the orders 
of their political leadership. 

According to Tsang, the U.S. already has plans to deal 
with the A2/AD capabilities of the PLA, the most effective of 
which at the moment are PLA submarines. He sees the 
Chinese and the Americans playing a cat and mouse game that 
will continue to develop and change as technologies evolve. 

"A 'game changer' is not the same as something that will 
put an end to the game," Tsang said. 

"This applies to when the PLA can demonstrate that its 
anti-ship ballistic missiles are accurate, effective and 
operational. The U.S. will just respond in ways that will 
minimize the risk to its assets and adopt different tactics and 
weapon systems." 

James Holmes, an associate professor at the U.S. Naval 
War College, also said that operating in China's forbidden 
zones, though dangerous, has not yet become a suicide 
mission for U.S. forces. 

"Navies have always taken risks operating within reach of 
shore-based gunfire. In the age of sails, it was about cannon 
firing from the ramparts of fortresses," Holmes said. 

"Today, the anti-ship ballistic missile and other anti-
access weaponry should be viewed as a very extended-range 
version of the same thing." 

Holmes sees this is a serious challenge not "because the 
Chinas or Irans of the world can lock the U.S. military out of 
certain areas on the map," but because they can impose steep 
costs for daring to enter these areas. 

"Unless U.S. decision-makers are willing to pay these 
costs, they may not send forces into harm's way in times of 
strife. China, to name the main anti-access player, is betting 
that Washington values Taiwan less than it does the U.S. 
Pacific Fleet." 

He then expounded on a school of thought gaining 
momentum in the U.S., called "offshore balancing." 
According to Holmes, this is the notion that the U.S. can retire 
from its commitments in Eurasia, entrust them to nations to 
balance any big power that seeks to dominate the region, and 
return only if local powers can't restrain the would-be 
hegemon. 

"That means arms [for U.S. allies]. But what the specific 
arms packages should look like is another question." 

Holmes concluded on a confident note. "We are certainly 
working on things, and on doctrine and tactics, to overcome 
the Anti-Access/Area Denial challenge - to return the costs of 
entry to an acceptable level for us." 

John Pike, director of GlobalSecurity.org, a U.S. think-
tank, say the U.S. military's seeming lack of concern is 
particularly telling. 

"One of the primary defenses against anti-shipping cruise 
missiles is the CIWS Goalkeeper gun system [which fires 
from ships against incoming missiles and ballistic shells]," 
Pike said. 

"If you were worried about saturation attacks, you might 
add more of them to each ship. This is not happening. In 
contrast, during World War II the U.S. Navy was worried 
about Kamikaze [pilots], and ships were absolutely encrusted 
with anti-aircraft guns." 
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13. DSCA Announces Possible F-35 Sales To Japan 
(DEFENSE DAILY 08 MAY 12) 

The United States could initially sell four F-35 Joint 
Strike Fighter conventional takeoff and landing (CTOL) jets to 
Japan with an option for 38 more, according to a Defense 
Security Cooperation Agency (DSCA) statement. 

The total estimate cost of the proposed Foreign Military 
Sale is $10 billion, according to the statement. DSCA said 
they notified Congress of the potential deal April 30. 

The prime contractors on the deal are Lockheed Martin 
and Pratt & Whitney Engines, a division of United 
Technologies Corp., according to the statement. Pratt & 
Whitney will contribute one of its F135 engines for each plane 

as well as five spare engines. Lockheed Martin produces the 
F-35. 

Other aircraft equipment included in the F-35s are: 
Electronic warfare systems; Command, Control, 
Communication, Computers and Intelligence/Communication, 
Navigational and Identifications (C4I/CNI); Autonomic 
Logistics Global Support System (ALGS); Autonomic 
Logistics Information System (ALIS); Flight Mission Trainer, 
Weapons Employment Capability; F-35 unique infrared flares; 
reprogramming center; F-35 Performance Based Logistics and 
other subsystems, features and capabilities, according to the 
statement. 

Return to Index 
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14. India Fortifies Its Island Defenses 
(ASIA TIMES ONLINE 08 MAY 12) ... Sudha Ramachandran 

BANGALORE - The Indian Navy has commissioned a 
new base, Indian Naval Ship (INS) Dweeprakshak, in the 
Lakshadweep Islands. Located at Kavaratti, the island chain's 
capital, Dweeprakshak will provide the navy with a permanent 
and more robust presence in waters that are threatened by 
pirates. 

The Lakshadweep archipelago (Lakshadweep means a 
hundred thousand islands in Sanskrit) consists of 36 islands, 
12 atolls, three reefs and five submerged banks that are 
scattered in the southern Arabian Sea, 200-400 kilometers off 
the southern Indian coastal state of Kerala. 

Since 1980, the Indian Navy has operated a detachment in 
the Lakshadweep Islands. However, in December 2010 a 
Coast Guard district headquarters was commissioned at 
Kavaratti and a Coast Guard station was set up at Minicoy. A 
second Coast Guard station was set up at Androth Island in 
April this year. 

The facilities at Lakshadweep have been scaled up now to 
a full-fledged naval base. 

INS Dweeprakshak is India's sixth naval base and the 
fourth protecting the country's western flank. It is India's 
second base in island territories, the other being the base at the 
Andaman and Nicobar Islands in the Bay of Bengal. 
Dweeprakshak will come under the Southern Naval 
Command. 

The decision to beef up India's naval muscle at 
Lakshadweep has its roots in security concerns in the wake of 
the terrorist attacks in Mumbai in 2008 and the rising threat of 
pirate attacks in the Arabian Sea in recent years. 
Lakshadweep's strategic significance stems not only from its 
proximity to the Indian mainland but also, Nine Degree 
Channel - a 200-kilometer wide stretch of water through 
which much of the shipping between West Asia and South 
East Asia transits runs to the north of Minicoy, the southern-
most of the islands. 

The magnitude of India's concern over the safety of sea 
lanes can be gauged from the fact that over 97% percent of 
India's trade by volume and 75% by value is sea borne. The 
key role that the Arabian Sea and Indian Ocean play in 
meeting its India's energy requirements is evident from the 
fact that 67% of this comes from the Persian Gulf and 17% 
from Africa. 

Although the vulnerability of India's coast to terrorist 
infiltration and attacks became apparent in the early 1990s - 
the huge quantity of explosives used in the serial blasts in 
Mumbai in March 1993 was transported through the sea route 
- it was only after the terror attacks there in November 2008 
that the India establishment began acting to secure the coasts - 
investigations revealed that Lashkar-e-Toiba operatives from 
Pakistan entered Mumbai undetected via the Arabian Sea. 
India has now put in place a maritime defense plan to secure 
its 7,516-km long coast line, including the island territories of 
Laskhadweep. 

The infrastructure set up in Lakshadweep is essential not 
only to safeguard the Indian mainland from terrorist attacks 
but also to prevent terrorists from taking sanctuary on the 
islands. Of Lakshadweep's 36 islands, 26 are uninhabited. 
That makes them vulnerable to misuse by terrorists for 

sanctuary or as training bases. Such anxieties have grown in 
the wake of the growing religious extremism, reported jihadi 
activity and political instability in the Maldives, which lie to 
the south of Lakshadweep. 

Besides, there is the threat of piracy to Indian and other 
shipping near India's waters. Anti-piracy operations by the 
multi-national task force in the Gulf of Aden created a 
"balloon effect," which resulted in pirate attacks shifting 
further afield into the middle of the Indian Ocean, even the 
seas near the Indian coastline. There have been a series of 
incidents in recent years involving piracy and trespassing in 
the vicinity of the Lakshadweep Islands. 

In March 2010, for instance, pirates sought to hijack a 
Maltese ship 200 nautical miles off Lakshadweep Islands in 
India's exclusive economic zone (EEZ). The attempt was 
foiled by the Indian Navy. 

Then in May, eight Somali pirates were apprehended by 
the Indian navy off the Lakshadweep Islands. In November, 
two piracy attempts on container ships were successfully 
thwarted; one of the incidents happened just 150 nautical 
miles off Minicoy. 

In December, a Bangladesh merchant ship was hijacked 
by Somalian pirates some 70 nautical miles from the 
Lakshadweep Islands. The same month an Indian warship on 
patrol apprehended an Iranian dhow with four Iranians and 15 
Pakistanis on board some 300 nautical miles west of 
Lakshadweep's Bitra Island in India's EEZ. In November last 
year, a "mysterious" Iranian ship MV Assa that was reportedly 
armed was docked in the EEZ near Lakshadweep for around 
40 days. 

Surveillance and patrolling of the seas off the 
Lakshadweep Islands by the Indian Navy and Coast Guard 
have resulted in hundreds of pirates being apprehended over 
the past year. The setting up of a full-fledged naval base at 
Lakshadweep will substantially enhance India's capacity to 
ward off threats from pirates and terrorists. 

India has deployed a warship in the Gulf of Aden as part 
of the multi-national anti-piracy force. It has stationed two 
warships in the central and eastern Arabian Sea "but in a 
flexible formation for redeployment on an as required basis," 
India Abroad News Service reported. Such efforts will be 
further strengthened by the base at Lakshadweep, which will 
have warships, aircraft and helicopters. 

While the naval base will enhance the infrastructure and 
capacity of the coastal security network, the problems of 
India's coastal security seem rather basic and cannot be 
addressed by deploying more warships. 

The flaws in the coastal security network were made 
visible rather dramatically during the turbulent monsoon 
months last year when unmanned ships slipped past radars and 
other high-tech "eyes" to drift undetected in Indian waters and 
ran aground at Mumbai's Juhu beach. 

The first incident occurred on 12 June 2011, when a 
9,000-ton cargo ship MV Wisdom that was headed to the 
Alang shipbreaking yard in Gujarat broke tow, and then 
drifted on to Juhu beach. Then on July 31, the 1,000-ton MV 
Pavit, which had been abandoned by its crew a month earlier 
near Oman, ran aground at Juhu beach. The 1,000-ton ship had 
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drifted for over a hundred hours in India's territorial waters 
and slipped past a three-level coastal security network 
involving the navy, the coast guard and the coastal police 
before it crept up on to the beach. 

These were not small fishing boats but massive vessels 
and that they could enter not just Indian waters but also ride 
right onto the coast undetected is a damning indictment of the 
coastal security network. 

While analysts have focussed on the poor infrastructure in 
detailing the leaks in the coastal security network, it is the lack 
of communication and co-ordination between the navy, the 
coast guard and the coastal police that lies at the heart of its 
failures. 

Consider the response to MV Pavit's advance onto the 
Indian coast. It appears that the ship was first sighted the 
previous night by a hotel manager looking at the sea through 
his binoculars. He alerted a police station at Juhu. A cop went 
to the beach but couldn't see the vessel. He did not pass on the 
information anyway to the Coast Guard. 

The following morning, fishermen saw the vessel lurching 
towards the coast. The informed the police station, who again 
failed to alert the coast guard. When the cops finally informed 

the coast guard at around 8.30 am, the latter asked for the 
information to be faxed but the police station was not 
equipped with a fax machine. By then, MV Pavit had run 
aground at Juhu beach taking early morning joggers by 
surprise. 

Very basic problems are causing the coastal security 
network to leak. These are problems that warships cannot fix. 

According to Pushpita Das of the Delhi-based Institute for 
Defense Studies and Analyses, the "problem lies not in the 
measures adopted but in the inadequate attention paid to the 
functioning of the system at the ground level where the actual 
action takes place." 

The little "coordination or information sharing" taking 
place at present between the navy, the coast guard and the 
coastal police "is largely based on personal rapport between 
the concerned officers," she observes, calling for the 
institutionalization of this "rapport." 

A new naval base with warships and aircraft is a fine idea 
for enhancing security in the seas. But there is only so much it 
can do to secure the coast. 
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15. Putin Orders Navy Development In Arctic, Far East 
(RIA NOVOSTI 07 MAY 12) 

MOSCOW -- Russian President Vladimir Putin ordered 
the government to ensure the development of the Navy, first of 
all, in the Far East and Arctic zones, the Kremlin press service 
said on Monday. 

He also ordered providing the Armed Forces with modern 
weaponry systems, increasing their share to 70 percent by 
2020. 

Putin, who was sworn in as Russian president earlier on 
Monday, also instructed the government to draft proposals on 

creating federal executive agencies, which will be responsible 
for the placement and implementation of state defense orders. 

The Defense Ministry’s federal service for the defense 
order and federal agency for defense supplies are currently 
handling these issues. 

Putin also said the number of contract servicemen in the 
Russian Armed Forces should be annually increased by no less 
than 50,000 people. 
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16. Serving Down Under 
Australia Offers Military Jobs To U.S. Troops Facing Separation 
(STARS AND STRIPES 08 MAY 12) ... Seth Robson 

YOKOTA AIR BASE, Japan — U.S. servicemembers 
looking at career options in this era of shrinking military 
budgets and force drawdowns might want to take a look Down 
Under. 

The Australian government is recruiting experienced U.S. 
enlisted personnel and officers to fill a range of positions — 
from submariners to doctors — in its military, according to a 
posting on the Australian Defense Force website. 

“The Australian Defence Force looks to overseas 
candidates to fill gaps in our Services, which can’t currently 
be satisfied by standard recruitment,” reads the intro for 
overseas applicants on the Defence Force’s recruitment 
website. “We recognise that these candidates can bring skills 
and attributes to the Navy, Army and Air Force that will 
strengthen their overall operation and success rate.” 

The job offers could be tempting for U.S. troops as the 
Afghan War winds down and the Department of Defense 
looks to trim billions of dollars and more than 100,000 
uniformed personnel from its books. 

At a time when other Western countries have slashed 
spending, the prosperous Australians have been growing their 

military. In the past five years, the Australian military has 
recruited more than 500 personnel from the U.S., Canada, the 
United Kingdom and New Zealand. Applicants have to meet 
certain minimum rank levels, as well as medical and interview 
requirements, Australian defense officials said in an email this 
week. 

Known as the Lucky Country, Australia has had a 
booming economy for almost two decades due to rising 
commodity prices and strong Chinese demand for its mining 
products. It has also seen the Australian dollar rally against the 
U.S. dollar in recent years, meaning U.S. veterans — 
especially enlisted — stand to make more money working for 
the Australia military. 

The U.S. Air Force website lists the annual base pay for 
an E-5, staff sergeant, with six-years’ service at $31,946. An 
O-3, captain, with six years’ service makes $63,263. 

By comparison, a newly promoted E-5, corporal, in the 
Australian air force makes $57,277, when converted to U.S. 
dollars, while newly promoted O-3, flight lieutenant, takes 
home $66,417. 
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Squadron Leader Bart Langland has flown under both 
flags. 

Langland served 15 years on active duty for the U.S. Air 
Force and another five in the reserves before joining the Royal 
Australian Air Force in March 2008. The veteran F-16 and U2 
spy plane pilot is helping train Australian fliers at RAAF Base 
Williamtown, just north of Sydney. 

From an Australian perspective the costs to train and 
develop fighter pilots are enormous, hence the RAAF greatly 
benefits from being able to get experienced pilots from the 
U.S. and other countries, Langland said. Joining the Australian 
Defense Force took Langland a year and included physical 
examinations, security checks and getting duel Australian-U.S. 
citizenship, which the State Department had to approve, he 
said. 

Langland said the job was almost exactly the same as 
serving with the U.S. Air Force. 

“If you walk into an Australian fighter squadron or a U.S. 
fighter squadron, you would be hard pressed to tell the 
difference,” Langland said. 

Australia has about 23 million people, less than the 
population of California, in a country about the same size as 
the U.S. Naturally, the all-volunteer Australian Defence Force 

is a lot smaller than the U.S. military but it has dedicated itself 
to quality over quantity, Langland said. 

In recent months, the U.S. and Australia have grown even 
closer with plans to base thousands of U.S. Marines in the 
northern Australian town of Darwin. 

“Australia has always stood shoulder to shoulder with the 
U.S.A. and, as such, would count on U.S. support in times of 
major conflict,” Langland said. 

The Australian Air Force trains regularly with U.S. units, 
although it also trains with partner nations in Southeast Asia, 
he said. 

One notable difference serving in Australia is that the 
pace of work is slower than in the U.S. Air Force, Langland 
said, adding that his deployment to Afghanistan last year was 
voluntary. 

Langland’s biggest challenge was moving his wife and 
three children to Australia, far from relatives. However, he 
rated the schools near RAAF Williamtown as excellent and 
the weather and beaches on a par with Southern California. 

The family plans to stay in Australia at least five more 
years, he said. 

“I feel that by serving here I am making a difference to 
Australia and America,” he said. 

Return to Index 
 
 

PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
17. Junior SWO Bonuses Combined And Senior Bonus Eliminated In FY12 Plan 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 07 MAY 12) ... Chief of Naval Personnel Public Affairs 

WASHINGTON -- NAVADMIN 156/12 released May 7 
announces the fiscal year (FY) 2012 Surface Warfare Officer 
(SWO) Critical Skills Retention Bonus (CSRB) and SWO 
Continuation Pay (SWOCP) programs with major program 
changes. 

"All bonuses are continually reviewed to ensure the Navy 
provides the right incentives to ensure the retention of critical 
skills to meet Navy mission needs," said Rear Adm. Tony 
Kurta, director, military personnel plans and policy. "These 
revisions ensure we have the right mix of incentives to retain 
the right number of officers with critical skills for mission 
success." 

The FY 12 program eliminates the Senior CSRB for 
previously designated O5 and O6 billets and combines of the 
Surface Warfare Officer (SWO) Critical Skills Retention 
Bonus (CSRB) and Surface Warfare Officer Continuation Pay 
(SWOCP) programs into the Revised Junior CSRB Program. 
The lieutenant commander SWO CSRB remains unchanged. 

A review of the unrestricted line community management 
resulted in decision to eliminate the CSRB for commander and 
captain. Any existing eligible contracts received before Oct. 1, 

2011 will continue until the anniversary payments are 
completed. 

The new Revised Junior CSRB consolidates SWOCP and 
Junior CSRB into a single CSRB program providing the same 
$75,000 bonus for the same service commitment through two 
department head tours. CSRB acceptance must occur before 
six years of commissioned service in order to receive full 
$75,000 amount and prior to eight years of commissioned 
service in order to receive any of the bonuses at all. Annual 
payments are sequentially lost if accepted after six years of 
commissioned service. 

Officer whose six years of commissioned service or eight 
years of commissioned service anniversary dates fall between 
Dec. 16, 2011 and the release of this NAVADMIN, May 7 can 
still take the Revised Junior CSRB if they apply within 90 
days of the NAVADMIN's release. This provision ensures that 
no officer is disadvantaged as the result of the processing time 
associated with construction and release of the message. 

The complete information on the bonus program is in 
NAVADMIN 156/12 at www.npc.nay.mil. 

Return to Index 
 

18. Navy Reserve Sponsors Workshop For Returning Warriors 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 08 MAY 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Larry Foos, Navy Public Affairs Support Element 
West 

DENVER -- Navy Region Southwest Reserve Component 
Command sponsored a Returning Warrior Workshop (RWW) 
for 135 post-deployed Navy Sailors and their family members 
May 4-6. 

Half of the participants were Navy Reservists who reside 
in Colorado and recently completed a deployment overseas as 

individual augmentees (IA). The RWW brought them together 
in a relaxing atmosphere to help accelerate their reintegration 
into normal life by listening, sharing and honoring one 
another. 

"I'm starting to feel welcomed back home," said Master-
at-Arms 3rd Class Kyle Curran, of Colorado Springs, Colo. "I 
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learned how people deal with the same emotions and stresses. 
I can sort of relate to them and how I can adapt and overcome 
like they have." 

Curran served in Al Fujairah, United Arab Emirates 
nearly all of 2011 and is now a drilling reservist at Navy 
Operational Support Center (NOSC) Ft. Carson, one of two 
NOSCs in Colorado. 

Funded by the Department of Defense's Yellow Ribbon 
Reintegration Program, RWW is widely regarded as one of the 
most effective and popular reintegration programs for 
demobilized servicemembers. It has its roots in the Southwest 
Region, with the first RWW introduced in Phoenix in 
September of 2006. Besides Colorado, the Denver RWW 
included Reservists and Active Duty members from eight 
other states, and as far away as Guam and Japan. 

Personnel Specialist 2nd Class Charles Skinner is Full 
Time Support staff for NOSC Lemoore, Calif., and returned 
from IA duty in Guantanamo Bay in February. He and his 
wife, Ashley, were impressed with the Denver RWW. 

"I love it. Just the location and the atmosphere, to me it's 
like an 'aah, I can breathe moment.' All this animosity or 
emotions you might have, this is the place you can get it out. It 
is by far the best Navy program I've ever seen. I have been in 
the Navy six years and I've seen a lot of our Reservists 
mobilized out of our NOSC, and I will highly recommend 
them to come to this," Skinner said. 

Two elements that make the two-day workshop so 
effective are the science that goes into the order of events, and 
how participants are seated within the ballroom. Each 
returning warrior and spouse, family member or significant 
other, who is affectionately called the "homefront warrior," sit 
at a round table with up to three other couples and one 
facilitator per table. After opening remarks and introductions, 
the workshop kicks off with a keynote speaker explaining the 
"code of the warrior." It is a message intended to establish 
meaning and acceptance to arduous deployments and their 
effects. Retired Navy Capt. Robert Schoultz, who served as a 
Naval special warfare officer for 30 years, explained the "code 
of the warrior" to the Denver audience. 

"The warrior's journey is risky and you've all been there. 
Today you'll be focusing on the reintegration phase. It is an 
important part of the journey. For some of you it may not be 
very hard. But for others it's a struggle. And you're not alone," 
Schoultz said. 

As the day progressed, facilitators used team-building 
exercises to build unity among couples at their tables. This 
enables them to feel comfortable to share and learn from each 
other's experiences and similarities. Later in the day, multiple 
breakout sessions were available that provided the attendees 
with specific areas of support or communication tools by 
subject matter experts. Topics included "Are You Angry," 
"Couples Reconnecting," "Getting Specific with Families 
Issues," "Home and Car Buying Tips," and "Female and 
Single Warriors." 

Retired Navy Capt. Jane Bingham, who is a "charter" 
member of the first RWW, said one of the most rewarding 
aspects of the workshop for her is the large-group session 
called "Improving the Process" because that feedback goes up 
the chain. 

"Leadership values the feedback (from participants) and 
makes adjustments to the Navy's deployment process as a 
result," Bingham said. 

During 'Improving the Process,' one representative from 
each table shared the one thing they would like to see changed 
during the deployment period. 

One of the highlights of RWW is the Saturday evening 
Banquet of Honor. It is a formal dinner affair with special 
ceremonies, a guest speaker and a presentation for each 
warrior. Capt. Marcus J. Cromartie, commander, NRSW RCC, 
read the inscriptions of two different certificates of 
appreciation, one for the returning warrior and one for the 
homefront warrior. The table facilitators made the actual 
presentations. 

Rear Adm. Patrick E. McGrath, deputy commander, Third 
Fleet, spoke to Denver's RWW banquet attendees with a 
message that summed up the weekend event. 

"At this Returning Warrior Weekend, for the first time in 
the history of the U.S. military, we're recognizing the 
sacrifices of our Sailors and their families. We're showing our 
appreciation for what they went through now, not 50 years 
later. We're saying the two words that for some reason make 
all of those who are called to duty very uncomfortable. The 
two words: thank you," McGrath said. 

If you are interested in enrolling in an RWW, contact 
your regional coordinator and reserve a seat at one of the next 
RWWs in their region at www.ia.navy.mil. 
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19. Fleet Plans Major Review Of Female Uniforms 
(NAVY TIMES 07 MAY 12) ... Sam Fellman - Staff writer 

The Navy’s top personnel officer has directed a wide-
ranging review of female uniforms for comfort and fit this 
year after a random sampling of female sailors revealed room 
for improvement, according to a fleetwide message May 7 
announcing the review. In addition, the Navy is looking 
whether body armor and flight equipment should be tailored to 
different body types. 

In March 2011, the Navy’s uniform development lab 
began gathering reactions from 375 female officers and 
enlisted about their uniforms, according to NAVADMIN 
154/12. 

“The evaluation of the preliminary survey and focus 
groups responses confirmed that a fleet-wide random sampling 

survey of female sailors (officer and enlisted) is warranted to 
obtain a broader base of analysis of women uniform concerns 
and recommended solutions,” says the message, released by 
Vice Adm. Scott Van Buskirk, the chief of naval personnel. 

Officials hope the initiative will improve female uniforms 
and build on successes such as the popular khaki overblouses, 
worn by officers and chiefs. 

The review includes measuring 5,000 sailors — half men, 
half women — as part of a body type study to see whether 
body composition changes are needed for body armor and 
flight equipment, the message says. 
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Officials also will launch a pilot program this year to test 
a common cover for all hands — part of Navy Secretary Ray 
Mabus’ push for a more gender-neutral service. 

At the Naval Academy, female midshipmen and members 
of the band will don male combination covers and “Dixie 
cups” through the next academic year. Women assigned to the 
Navy Ceremonial Guard will wear Dixie cups and service 
dress blue jumpers during ceremonies. And female band 
members at the Fleet Forces and Pacific Fleet bands will wear 
Dixie cups during performances. 

As a result of the uniform feedback, some uniform 
changes already have been made to new female uniforms: 

• Service dress coats. Backing buttons added to be 
more similar to male dress coat design. 

• Female slacks. Binding added over the edge of the 
inner stitching to improve look and prevent chaffing. 

• Service shirts. Stitching added to prevent fraying of 
bottom hem, side seams and front facing 

The fleetwide survey of females will seek input on items 
such as dress blue coat design; fit of khaki slacks and service 
uniform shirts; overblouse appearance with a jacket or 
sweater; and options for maternity outerwear. 
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20. IT Sailors Must Switch To New NEC 
Thousands could lose bonuses, job opportunities 
(NAVY TIMES 14 MAY 12) ... Mark D. Faram 

ABOARD THE FRIGATE ELROD — Thousands of 
sailors in the Information Systems Technician rating are 
scrambling to complete required training or risk losing their 
qualification to administer Navy computer networks. 

The Navy has set Oct. 1 as the deadline for fleet sailors to 
complete the transition. Those who don’t get the conversion 
done by the deadline face the loss of re-up bonuses and 
restrictions on the billets they can fill in future jobs. 

Information Systems Technician is the Navy’s second-
largest rating with more than 10,000 sailors currently in the 
active force. They’re responsible for maintaining all levels of 
fleet communications in the surface force as well as 
administering and maintaining all the Navy’s computer 
networks. 

Currently, the Navy has three Navy enlisted 
classifications that allow sailors to fill billets identified as 
computer network administrators: 2735, Journeyman Network 
Core; 2780, Network Security Vulnerability Technician; and 
2781, Advanced Network Analyst. 

On Dec. 31, the 2735 NEC will be eliminated and sailors 
doing network administration will be required to hold the 2791 
NEC, Information Systems Administrator, which was 
established in 2010. In addition, after Oct. 1, those with the 
2780 and 2781 NECs who don’t complete the conversion to 
2791 will have the network administration portions of those 
NECs revoked and they’ll be unable to fill network 
administration billets or collect the re-enlistment bonus for the 
classification. 

According to Navy Cyber Command, 2,346 sailors hold 
the 2735 NEC and are required to convert. Of those, officials 
estimate that between 10 percent and 20 percent have actually 
completed the conversion. 

This situation has become quite a challenge for 
Information Systems Technician 1st Class (SW/AW) Jeff 
Bloom, currently deployed onboard the frigate Elrod, which is 
doing counterdrug operations in the Caribbean Sea. 

Bloom holds the 2735 NEC and is facing the Oct. 1 
deadline for losing his qualification. 

“It’s really a challenge for many in the fleet to get this 
conversion done,” said Bloom’s boss, ITC (SW) Tracy 

Bruner. “Not impossible, but very difficult, depending on what 
platform you are on.” The best way for sailors to complete the 
conversion was through dedicated classes that officials held in 
fleet concentration areas in 2011. 

Instructors were also sent to deployed aircraft carriers to 
ease the transition for sailors on the carriers and other ships in 
the battle group. 

“It would be great if we were with a battle group and 
could send someone over to the carrier for dedicated training,” 
Bruner said. “But we’re an independent deployer, so that 
option is out, too.” Small ships like the Elrod already have few 
ITs onboard. Network administration and security, Bruner 
said, is not a full-time job on Elrod, where all nine ITs must be 
“jacks of all trades” and work on information systems as well 
as in the communications roles. 

“It’s different on larger ships,” Bruner said. “People are 
usually dedicated to one discipline or the other, but we don’t 
have that luxury here.” Also, he said, it’s tougher to send 
sailors off the ship to dedicated training because of limited 
manning and funds. 

There’s also training available on the Navy Knowledge 
Online Web portal, but Elrod’s Internet connection is not fast 
enough to support that website. 

There is a third option: The Navy has sent to many 
commands a CD-based version of the training that can be done 
when the sailor has time, something Bloom has precious little 
of while deployed. 

Doing the training over a six-month deployment won’t 
work for him, Bloom said. That’s because it will take him 
months to complete as he’s only able to dedicate small chunks 
of time between his other shipboard responsibilities. 

By the time he’d have completed the courses, he’d have 
forgotten much of what he’s supposed to know. 

So his goal is to complete the CD training once the ship 
returns to Norfolk, Va., this summer. “I’ll get it done, but I 
need to do it when I can learn by doing,” he said. “Not simply 
clicking through some training on a computer — I won’t 
retain it.” Bruner said once the deployment is over, they’ll find 
a way to let Bloom dedicate the time and energy to making his 
transition complete. 
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21. House Panel Likely To Block Tricare Fee Hikes 
(NAVY TIMES 07 MAY 12) ... Rick Maze 

The House Armed Services Committee is poised to block 
the Defense Department’s proposal to dramatically increase 
pharmacy co-pays by imposing a cap that would allow fees to 
rise much more modestly — by no more than the annual cost-
of-living adjustment in retired pay. 

This is the same limit the committee adopted last year for 
Tricare health insurance fees, one that ultimately became law 
and prevented DoD from making a 13 percent increase in 
Tricare Prime fees. 

Under a plan unveiled Monday, Rep. Buck McKeon, R-
Calif., is proposing small adjustments on Oct. 1 in brand-name 
formulary drugs and no change in co-pays for generics. There 
would be big, one-time adjustments in so-called “non-
formulary” drugs that are not on the preferred list of 
medications. But even those increases would be capped at the 
level of the retirement COLA starting Oct. 1, 2013. 

At retail pharmacies, a 30-day supply of a generic 
prescription would still cost $5 under McKeon’s plan, but the 
$12 co-pay for a brand-name drug would jump to $17. The 
Pentagon proposed no increase in the generic drug co-pay this 
year but wanted to raise the fee to $9 by 2017. 

For brand-name drugs, DoD wanted to increase the 
current co-pay to $26 and raise it by $2 a year through 2017. 

At mail-order pharmacies, McKeon’s plan calls for no fee 
for a 90-day supply of generic drugs and a $13 co-pay for 
brand-name drugs, a $4 increase over the current cost. The 
Pentagon proposed no co-pay for generics until 2017, when it 
wanted to impose a $9 fee. For brand-name drugs, the 

Pentagon wanted to hike the current $9 charge to $26 in 2013 
and then increase the payment by $2 a year. 

McKeon proposes big increases in non-formulary 
prescriptions but would charge less than DoD proposed. A 
non-formulary retail prescription, currently $25, would 
increase to $44 under McKeon’s plan. The Pentagon sought to 
ban non-formulary retail prescriptions except in medical 
emergencies. For mail order, McKeon proposes raising the 
$25 non-formulary fee to $43. The Pentagon wanted the fee to 
be $51 and to increase it to $66 by 2017. 

Fee caps proposed by McKeon will be considered 
Wednesday by full House Armed Services Committee when it 
takes up the 2013 defense authorization bill. McKeon’s 
alternative is expected to have wide support. 

This is not the only rejection in store for DoD regarding 
health care fees. Defense officials had asked lawmakers to 
adjust a number of Tricare costs, including creating an annual 
enrollment fee for the Tricare for Life benefit for Medicare-
eligible retirees, implementing income-based enrollment fees 
for Tricare Prime indexed to retirement earnings, and raising 
Tricare Standard and Extra enrollment fees and deductibles. 

None of these increases were approved by the House 
Armed Services Committee’s military personnel panel two 
weeks ago when it passed its portion of the budget, and no one 
has stepped forward so far to put the Pentagon’s fee hikes in 
an amendment for consideration when the full committee 
takes up the bill on Wednesday. 
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22. Military Pitted Against Feds In Budget Fight 
(NAVY TIMES 07 MAY 12) ... Rick Maze 

The Military Coalition, a group of 31 military and 
veterans associations, is being pitted against federal employee 
unions by House Republicans as part of a broader battle over 
deficit reduction. 

In a letter to Congress on Tuesday, the coalition urged 
lawmakers to protect the Defense Department from the effects 
of sequestration, which could force a $57 billion cut in the 
2013 defense budget on top of the $40 billion reduction 
already made. The group, representing 5.5 million current and 
former service members and their families, seeks to prevent 
the “catastrophic impact” on national security of the across-
the-board cuts that would take effect in January if Congress 
and the White House fail to act. 

The coalition letter is being circulated by the Republican 
staff of the House Armed Services Committee in an effort to 
win support for a $109 billion deficit-reduction package that 
would avoid the 2013 sequester largely by cutting programs 
for low-income people and the unemployed and by making 
federal workers pay more for their retirement benefits. Federal 
employee unions oppose the changes. 

For example, the American Federation of Government 
Employees said the 5 percent increase in retirement 
contributions proposed for federal workers would, at a 
minimum, force many employees to reduce how much money 
they put into their pre-tax Thrift Savings Plans. “Employees 

will pay far more now and are virtually guaranteed to receive 
much less when they retire,” AFGE said. 

Nothing in the coalition letter directly supports the new 
Republican budget package. In fact, Steve Strobridge, 
government relations director of the Military Officers 
Association of America, said the coalition specifically does 
not endorse the bill Republicans have drafted. 

“What we are saying is all we have seen on the table so 
far are proposals that have no chance of passing. It is time for 
a bipartisan agreement,” Strobridge said. 

The Military Coalition has a long-standing policy of not 
supporting protection of some federal benefits at the expense 
of cutting others, although the Obama administration’s 
initiative to freeze salaries for federal workers while still 
allowing annual military pay raises has not drawn strong 
opposition from the military and veterans’ groups. 

While not endorsing the Republican plan, coalition 
members said the Defense Department would get a raw deal if 
across-the-board budget cuts can’t be avoided. The military 
makes up just 17 percent of the entire federal budget but 
would be responsible for about 50 percent of budget cuts, 
under terms of the Budget Control Act of 2011, the law that 
orders sequestration because of the failure of Congress and the 
White House to agree on a $1.2 trillion deficit reduction 
package over 10 years on top of other cuts. 
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Over 10 years, the combination of reduced budgets 
already in the works and sequestration would cut the defense 
budget by about $600 billion. “Cuts of such magnitude would 
devastate the all-volunteer force that already has been required 
to bear 100 percent of the nation’s burden of wartime sacrifice 
for the last decade,” the coalition letter stated. 

Cuts of that size would force an additional reduction of 
200,000 service members, and “likely would entail breaking 
compensation, health care, and other support commitments to 

generations of service members, families, and survivors who 
already have spent decades sacrificing their personal interests 
in service to their country,” the letter says. 

Military pay and retirement accounts are exempt from 
sequestration, and White House could also shield personnel 
programs from cuts if it chooses to. However, if personnel 
programs are protected, deeper cuts would have to be made in 
other parts of the defense budget, under terms of the budget 
act. 
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23. Lawmaker Renews Push For Troops’ Child Custody Rights 
(NAVY TIMES 14 MAY 12) ... Rick Maze 

An Ohio lawmaker is waging a two-pronged legislative 
assault to expand child custody rights for service members — 
and hoping the sixth time will be the charm. 

Rep. Mike Turner, R-Ohio, has been trying since 2006 to 
protect service members from losing custody of their children 
because of deployment or simply because they are in the 
military. With bipartisan support, Turner has succeeded in 
getting the House of Representatives to approve various 
versions of his legislation, only to have it blocked or ignored 
in the Senate each time. 

Turner has renewed his effort, and his latest legislative 
proposal was passed April 26 by the House Armed Services 
Committee’s military personnel panel as part of the 2013 
defense authorization bill. It was also approved as a 
standalone bill by the House Veterans’ Affairs Committee the 
next day. 

The veterans’ committee passed HR 4201, the 
Servicemember Family Protection Act. It would modify the 
Servicemembers’ Civil Relief Act to prevent a court from 
making a permanent change in child custody based solely on 
deployment or the possibility of deployment. The bill would 
allow a temporary change of custody while a service member 
was away, but courts would be required to reinstate the pre-
deployment custody arrangement upon the member’s return. 

Under the bill, a court would be allowed to decide that 
custody by the service member would not be in the best 

interests of the child. But a court could not consider military 
service, deployment or the possibility of deployment as factors 
in determining the child’s best interests. 

Passing the same legislation in two fashions — as a stand-
alone bill and as part of the annual defense policy bill — gives 
Turner more options in his effort to get the protection into law. 

He has the support of all 63 members of the House Armed 
Services Committee, which he hopes will be an advantage 
when the House and Senate work on differences later this year 
to come up with a compromise defense authorization bill. 

The stumbling block for Turner has been the Senate 
Armed Services Committee, which has not shared his view 
that this is an issue requiring a federal law, since child custody 
matters are determined by state courts. 

It hasn’t helped that no member of the Senate committee 
has stepped forward to champion military child custody 
legislation. Until last year, the Defense Department also 
viewed child custody problems for military parents as isolated 
incidents that do not require federal law, but the Pentagon now 
supports Turner’s measure. 

His primary strategy this year will be to try again to get 
the legislation into the broader defense bill, aides said. 

If that fails, he’ll try to garner support in the Senate for 
the stand-alone bill. 
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24. Group Is Sailing Toward Acceptance 
Gay sailors find backers among superiors, peers 
(CHICAGO TRIBUNE 07 MAY 12) ... Lisa Black 

Barely one year into her enlistment, Ann Foster felt her 
palms sweat as she sat in front of her commanding officer at 
Naval Station Great Lakes. 

Though the military's "don't ask, don't tell" policy had 
been repealed Sept. 20, Foster recognized the magnitude of 
her request in January: to charter what is believed to be the 
first gay-lesbian-bisexual support group on a U.S. military 
base. 

A few months earlier, she could have been kicked out of 
the Navy for admitting she was a lesbian, said Foster, 26, a 
petty officer 3rd class, now stationed in San Diego. 

"Here I was saying, 'I'm gay, and I want to start this 
group,'" said Foster, who was accompanied by two other 
group founders. "I've been out eight years now. I was still 
slightly terrified." 

Capt. Peter Lintner's reaction? He was sorry he hadn't 
thought of the idea first, he said later. 

In February, GLASS — or Gay, Lesbian and Supporting 
Sailors — met for the first time, drawing 75 people. Since 
then, two chapters have formed, in Ventura County, Calif., 
and in Hawaii. Other service members have expressed interest 
at bases as far away as Afghanistan, said Foster, who is 
working through red tape in San Diego to start a group there. 

The Navy's support for GLASS is extraordinary, 
advocates say, considering it follows decades in which the 
military banned gays from service, pretended they didn't exist 
or required soldiers to stay closeted to keep their careers. 

Especially dramatic is the turnabout for the Navy base 
near North Chicago, where, in the early 1980s, the Naval 
Investigative Service aggressively purged gays from its branch 
after a 21-year-old Sailor, Melvin Dahl, challenged the ban. 
Dahl, who was honorably discharged in 1982, won a federal 
lawsuit in 1993 that had helped pave the way for the now-
defunct "don't ask, don't tell" policy. 
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"It's a sign of how the times have changed and how it's 
not the same society or same military that it was 30 years 
ago," said Dahl, now 52 and working as a corporate projects 
manager in Orlando, Fla. He recalled how investigators zeroed 
in on a gay Christian group that tried to worship weekly on 
base. 

"Naval intelligence infiltrated it, and everyone who was 
participating was discharged," said Dahl, adding that he holds 
no hard feelings and wishes the Navy and GLASS well. "That 
was the product of the time. I certainly respect the work they 
do to defend us." 

The only similar groups formed before GLASS include a 
club at the Coast Guard Academy in New London, Conn., as 
well as a national support organization called OutServe that 
started as a nonsanctioned, underground community spanning 
all military branches. OutServe leaders later lobbied for the 
repeal of "don't ask, don't tell," representing gay soldiers who 
had to remain anonymous to avoid investigation. 

Now the group, with an estimated 5,000 members, is 
setting up its own on-base chapters. 

Not everyone is pleased. 
"The military is a cohesive organization. You don't set 

apart separate groups," said Elaine Donnelly, founder of the 
nonprofit group Center for Military Readiness, made up of 
civilian and military representatives. 

The organization supports a return to the law banning 
gays from service and fears that the next step will be military-
sanctioned gay marriage. 

The GLASS group "is inherently divisive," Donnelly said. 
"If this is something that is the wave of the future, I think that 
would be contrary to the way of the military… Why the 
special treatment for LGBT (lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
transgender) activists?" 

It is too early to determine the effect of the repeal or 
gauge an honest assessment from active-duty service 
members, she said. 

OutServe spokeswoman Sue Fulton said she has heard 
few reports of any push-back or problems since the repeal. 

"We heard a lot of anti-gay rhetoric before the policy 
went away," she said. "The vast majority just don't see this as 
a big deal. If you are part of the military family, you are part 
of the military family. There is tremendous support shown." 

That appears to be the case at Great Lakes, where some 
straight Sailors have joined GLASS as a show of allegiance, 
leaders said during a bowling party on base last week. The 
group states on its Facebook page that it seeks "to foster a base 
free of prejudice, bigotry, harassment, and violence … in an 
open and nonjudgmental environment." 

Membership will constantly change, as Sailors stay on 
base just long enough to complete boot camp and specialty 
training before being transferred. 

"Our main goal is creating an environment that everyone 
is comfortable in, giving people a place to talk," said Richard 
Dumbrique, 23, a hospital corpsman nominated as president 
for GLASS. 

He joined the Navy more than four years ago and was 
initially "completely closeted," he said. 

"I did end up being under investigation," said Dumbrique, 
whose family knew he was gay. "It was all hearsay. It was 
scary. I had all these thoughts in my head… I've never lied to 
anyone in my life, and so it was weird." 

He was deployed on a ship in the Mediterranean on Sept. 
20, the day of the policy's repeal, awakening to that morning's 
reveille over the public intercom — "I'm Coming Out" by 
Diana Ross. 

Since then, "I've had guys say they were proud of me for 
coming out," Dumbrique said. "Some came from small towns, 
and all they knew (about gay men) was what they had seen on 
TV — flamboyant guys who made them uncomfortable." 

Command Master-in-Chief Robert Tompkins agreed that 
for most people, sexual orientation hasn't been an issue. 

"To me, it's like religion. If you don't impose anything on 
me at work, I respect you." 

Today, if anyone is grumbling about GLASS, they can 
expect trouble from Lintner, one of its strongest advocates 
who during the bowling party admired the T-shirts that group 
members designed. Sailors will sell the T-shirts to raise 
enough money to buy their Navy challenge coin, which will 
bear the GLASS insignia. 

In June, members plan to march in the Chicago and 
Milwaukee gay pride parades, marking the first time Sailors 
could participate without fear of being outed. 

"The repeal was long overdue," said Lintner, who 
oversees about 3,300 Sailors at Great Lakes. "It was a 
ridiculous thing that should have been eliminated a long time 
ago. If they want to serve their country, they should be able to 
serve their country despite their sexuality. It does not matter." 

Besides Foster, group founders also include Petty Officer 
Liz Greenwood and Seaman Beau Briscoe. The three asked 
Dena Partain, a sexual assault prevention and response 
command liaison, to be their adviser. 

"It's about being accepted for who you are," said Partain, 
41, who, after two decades with the Navy, has also come out. 
"Our whole chain of command has been wonderful about it." 

Guest speakers have addressed the group on medical 
benefits, as well as naval history. 

At a recent meeting, James Darby, of Hyde Park, 
president of the Chicago chapter of American Veterans for 
Equal Rights, described his experience as a gay man serving in 
the Navy from 1952 to 1956 as a Russian interpreter during 
the Korean War. 

In his later life as an activist, he was arrested on the White 
House lawn to protest the 1993 inception of "don't ask, don't 
tell." Protesters, he said, threw waffles at then-President Bill 
Clinton to express their disappointment that the gay ban hadn't 
been eliminated. 

"I really admire these kids — I have to call them kids. 
They did not know the dangers or what it was all about," 
Darby said. "But if they are gay people, they know there are 
plenty of places you go where you are not accepted." 

Foster came up with the idea out of frustration about the 
lack of on-base resources for a friend, whose partner and 
children aren't recognized by the Navy. Same-sex couples do 
not have the same spousal benefits as heterosexual married 
couples in the military. But GLASS members said they have 
no plan to advocate political views, which is prohibited by the 
military. 

Partain is not sure the younger Sailors even understand 
the historical significance of their actions. 

"Before 'don't ask, don't tell' … anyone who would come 
out would have been investigated and processed," she said. "I 
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try to explain to them, one of these days, your picture will be up in that (base) museum." 
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25. Team Navy/Coast Guard Swims For Gold At 2012 Warrior Games 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 07 MAY 12) ... Lt. Michael Fallon and Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Katherine Hofman, CNP 
Public Affairs 

COLORADO SPRINGS, Colo. -- Team Navy/Coast 
Guard dominated the swimming events in the last day of 
competition at the 2012 Warrior Games in Colorado Springs, 
Colo., May 5. 

The team's swimmers took 16 medals, including 11 golds, 
to bring Team Navy/Coast Guard's total medal count to 31, 
exceeding the 27 won during the 2011 games. The Vice Chief 
of Naval Operations (VCNO) Admiral Mark Ferguson 
awarded the medals and spoke proudly of the athletes. 

"What a great inspiration," Ferguson said. "What I like 
most about being here is that the loudest cheers come not from 
those with the most medals, but more often for those with the 
biggest struggles." 

Navy Explosive Ordnance Disposal Lt. Brad Snyder 
swam for three individual gold medals in the men's open 50-
meter freestyle, 100-meter freestyle and 50-meter backstroke 
events. His backstroke time of 34.19 seconds is the fifth 
fastest in the world in the visually-impaired paralympic 
category. From St. Petersburg, Fl., Snyder was blinded by an 
improvised explosive device while deployed to Afghanistan in 
2011. 

"I began swimming as soon as I left the hospital," said 
Snyder, who was on the U.S. Naval Academy swim team, 
about how swimming has helped him in his recovery. "I'm not 
physically disabled, but navigationally disabled. When I swim, 
I can relax and not have to worry about whether I am going to 
walk into a wall or into a piece of furniture." 

Retired Navy Lt. John Edmonston won a bronze medal in 
the men's 50-meter freestyle open event. After suffering 
traumatic brain injury during a motorcycle accident in 2009, 
Edmonston has not let setbacks deter him. 

A native of Bremerton, Wash., Edmonston competed for 
the title of Ultimate Champion, coming in third place in the 
pentathlon-style competition which included events in cycling, 
swimming, shooting, track and field. 

Navy Mineman 2nd Class Linda Simpson won an 
additional three gold medals for Team Navy/Coast Guard in 
the women's single leg amputee 50-meter freestyle, 100-meter 
freestyle and 50-meter backstroke events. 

Simpson, of Bremerton, Wash., was injured in a 
motorcycle accident in 2011 that resulted in the the loss of her 
left leg. Reflecting back on her recovery and participation in 
the 2012 Warrior Games, Simpson commented, "When I woke 
up from my amputation surgery, I knew I could either choose 
to sit and cry or I could choose to move forward; I chose to 
move forward." 

Navy Explosive Ordnance Disposal Technician 1st Class 
John Kremer won two gold medals in the men's double leg 
amputee 50-meter backstroke and 50-meter freestyle events. 
He also captured a silver medal in the men's double leg 
amputee 100-meter freestyle event. Kremer, a native of 
Whidbey Island, Wash., stepped on a landline while deployed 
to Afghanistan in 2010, causing the loss of both legs. 

Navy Hospital Corpsman 3rd Class Red Ramos won gold 
in the men's single leg amputee 100-meter freestyle event and 

two silver medals in the men's single leg amputee 50-meter 
freestyle and 50-meter backstroke events. Originally from 
Fremont, Calif., Ramos was wounded in an improvised 
explosive device during his first combat deployment to 
Afghanistan in 2011. 

Ramos, who has never participated in swimming 
competitions prior to the Warrior Games, was surprised and 
elated by his win, but even more awed by the camaraderie 
between the services. 

"I thought it was going to be a bloodbath competing 
against each other, but it's not like that at all. I can't explain 
it," Ramos said. "All I know is that I'll never be the same after 
being here." 

Navy Hospital Corpsman 2nd Class Max Rohn of 
Longmont, Colo., took the bronze medal in the men's single 
leg amputee 100-meter freestyle event. Rohn was wounded 
during a rocket-propelled grenade attack while serving in Iraq 
in 2007, which led to the amputation of his right leg. 

The final show of Team Navy/Coast Guard's dominance 
was the last event of the day and the Warrior Games, the 
mixed 4 x 50-meter freestyle relay. Individual medalists 
Snyder and Edmonston joined teammates Navy Hospital 
Corpsman 2nd Class Chris Marsh and Navy Aviation 
Machinist's Mate 3rd Class Chris Suter to win the gold in 
1:56, a 15-second lead over second place. 

Navy Hospital Corpsman 2nd Class Chris Marsh, a native 
of Oceanside, Calif., sustained an upper arm injury from a 
gunshot wound while deployed to Afghanistan in May 2011. 
The wound resulted in nerve deficiency and weakness. 

Navy Aviation Machinist's Mate 3rd Class Chris Suter, a 
native of Kalamazoo, Mich., was diagnosed with Cushing's 
disease in December 2010, a disease affecting only one in four 
million people. Suter was sent to National Naval Medical 
Center, in Bethesda, Md., where he underwent a successful 
surgery to remove the brain tumor that caused the disease. 

At the 2012 Warrior Games, Team Navy/Coast Guard 
won the following medals: 

Gold 
Swimming: 

 Men's 50-meter freestyle open: Navy Lt. Brad Snyder 

 Men's 100-meter freestyle open: Navy Lt. Brad 
Snyder 

 Men's 50-meter backstroke open: Navy Lt. Brad 
Snyder 

 Men's 50-meter freestyle SLA: Navy Hospital 
Corpsman 3rd Class Red Ramos 

 Men's 100-meter freestyle SLA: Navy Hospital 
Corpsman 3rd Class Red Ramos 

 Men's 50-meter freestyle DLA: Explosive Ordnance 
Disposal Technician 1st Class John Kremer 

 Men's 50-meter backstroke DLA: Explosive 
Ordnance Disposal Technician 1st Class John 
Kremer 
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 Women's 50-meter freestyle SLA: Navy Mineman 
2nd Class Linda Simpson 

 Women's 100-meter freestyle SLA: Navy Mineman 
2nd Class Linda Simpson 

 Women's 50-meter backstroke SLA: Navy Mineman 
2nd Class Linda Simpson 

 Mixed 200-meter freestyle relay: retired Navy Lt. 
John Edmonston, Navy Lt. Brad Snyder, Navy 
Hospital Corpsman 2nd Class Chris Marsh, and Navy 
Aviation Machinist's Mate 3rd Class Chris Suter 

Track & Field: 

 Men's 100-meter dash visually impaired: Navy Lt. 
Brad Snyder 

 Men's 200-meter dash visually impaired: Navy Lt. 
Brad Snyder 

 Men's 1500-meter run visually impaired: Navy Lt. 
Brad Snyder 

Silver 
Swimming: 

 Men's 50-meter backstroke SLA: Navy Hospital 
Corpsman 3rd Class Red Ramos 

 Men's 100-meter freestyle DLA: Explosive Ordnance 
Disposal Technician 1st Class John Kremer 

Track & Field: 

 Women's seated shot put: Navy Mineman 2nd Class 
Linda Simpson 

 Men's 100-meter dash open: retired Navy Lt. John 
Edmonston 

 Men's standing shot put: Navy Hospital Corpsman 
2nd Class Max Rohn 

 Men's standing discus throw: Navy Hospital 
Corpsman 2nd Class Max Rohn 

Bronze 
Archery: 

 Team Recurve: Navy Machinist's Mate 1st Class 
Mike Dayton, retired Navy Electrician's Mate 2nd 
Class Joshua Rosenberg, and Navy Culinary 
Specialist Seaman Judy Boyce 

Shooting: 

 Standing Air Rifle SH1: Navy Aviation Technician 
2nd Class Andrew Wilson 

Swimming: 

 Men's 50-meter freestyle open: retired Navy Lt. John 
Edmonston 

 Men's 50-meter freestyle SLA: Navy Hospital 
Corpsman 2nd Class Max Rohn 

 Men's 100-meter freestyle SLA: Navy Hospital 
Corpsman 2nd Class Max Rohn 

Track & Field: 

 Men's 200-meter dash lower body amputation: Navy 
Hospital Corpsman 3rd Class Redmond Ramos 

 Men's seated shot put: retired Coast Guard Lt. Sancho 
Johnson 

 Men's discus throw wheelchair: retired Coast Guard 
Lt. Sancho Johnson 

 Men's 100-meter dash visually impaired: retired 
Navy Builder Constructionman Dan Peters 

 Men's 1500-meter run visually impaired: retired 
Navy Builder Constructionman Dan Peters 

 Mixed 4x100-meter relay open: retired Navy Lt. John 
Edmonston, Navy Hospital Corpsman 2nd Class Max 
Rohn, retired Navy Aviation Machinist's Mate 2nd 
Class Oswald Gould , and Navy Hospital Corpsman 
3rd Class Redmond Ramos 

The Warrior Games culminated with the closing 
ceremonies Saturday evening. The Vice Chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, ADM James Winnefeld Jr., addressed the 
crowd, acknowledging the critical role of family and support 
networks in rehabilitating the warriors and celebrating the 
conclusion of an inspiring and exciting 2012 Warrior Games. 

The 35 warrior athletes are participating as Team 
Navy/Coast Guard, sponsored by Navy Safe Harbor, the Navy 
and Coast Guard's wounded warrior support program, a key 
component of the Department of the Navy's 21st Century 
Sailor and Marine initiative. The initiative is meant to 
maximize Sailor and Marine personal readiness, build 
resiliency and hone the most combat-effective force in the 
history of the Department of the Navy. 

The Warrior Games, hosted by the U.S. Olympic 
Committee's paralympics military program, provides an 
opportunity for wounded, ill, and injured service members to 
participate in competitive sports against members of other 
branches of service. 

Broadcast Clip - Wounded Warrior 2012 Wraps Up 
(YOUTUBE 07 MAY 12) U.S. Navy 
May 5, 2012 marked the end of this year’s Wounded 

Warrior Games, held in Colorado Springs, Colo. The event 
included more than 200 wounded, ill, and injured servicemen 
and women and veterans; the athletes competed in 7 sports: 
archery, cycling, shooting, sitting volleyball, swimming, track 
& field and wheelchair basketball. While it’s impossible to 
show you all of the week’s events, we wanted to share just 
some of the imagery that tells the story… including this video 
from one of Team Navy/Coast Guard’s GOLD-MEDAL 
winners (oh, and not just 1 gold medal.) 

View Gallery (10 Photos) 
View Clip (RT: 1:11) 
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26. Big E Hosts Cystic Fibrosis Run/Walk 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 06 MAY 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Scott Pittman, Enterprise Carrier Strike Group 
Public Affairs 

USS ENTERPRISE, At Sea -- Sailors and Marines aboard 
aircraft carrier USS Enterprise (CVN 65) participated in a 

flight deck walk and run to raise awareness for cystic fibrosis, 
May 6. 
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Chief Warrant Officer Two Rahzine Brown, of 
Enterprise's Reactor department, began organizing the event in 
honor of Brady Keep, the 3-year-old son of Brown's long-time 
friend and shipmate, Chief Electronics Technician Jeff Keep, 
who serves aboard Los Angeles-class attack submarine USS 
Norfolk (SSN 714). Brady is currently battling cystic fibrosis. 

"We came out to show support for our friends and 
families back home so they know, just because we're on 
deployment, we still remember them and their struggles," said 
Brown. "There was a cystic fibrosis walk in Virginia Beach 
[May 5], so we decided to show our support by having one on 
the ship [May 6]." 

Cystic Fibrosis, also known as mucoviscidosis, is a 
genetic disorder affecting the lungs, pancreas, liver and 
intestinal tract. The most serious symptom is difficulty 
breathing caused by frequent lung infections. Other symptoms 
include sinus infections and stunted growth, along with 
pancreatic scarring and cyst formation. 

"I got an email saying that there was a run to support a 
little boy with cystic fibrosis," said Logistics Specialist 3rd 
Class Patricia Melendez. "I'm a runner and hate running on 
treadmills, so I said 'why not?' It's for a good cause." 

The event was coordinated by Brown in conjunction with 
Enterprise's Morale, Welfare and Recreation (MWR) staff, and 
was approved through the chain of command. 

"It didn't take as much to organize this as I thought it 
would," said Brown. "I received support from everyone I 
talked to about this event, including the executive officer, who 

approved the Walk-A-Thon, and the Handler (Aircraft 
Handling Officer) who secured part of the flight deck for us 
for the run. It came together quite well." 

MWR staff and volunteers were on the flight deck 
providing water to the runners to help combat the Arabian 
Sea's heat and humidity. 

"It feels like an honor to be able to show someone back 
home that we care even in the middle of deployment," said 
Chief Aviation Ordnanceman Tabitha Gentry. "It's a nice 
Sunday morning to get out and run for a good cause." 

The awareness walk and run was held on a no-fly day, a 
rare commodity as Enterprise continues its 22nd and final 
deployment. Enterprise is currently operating in the U.S. 5th 
Fleet area of responsibility. 

Broadcast Clip - USS Enterprise Sailors Participate in 
a 5K Run 

(YOUTUBE 07 MAY 12) Mass Communication Specialist 
2nd Class Robert Guerra 

ARABIAN GULF - U.S. Navy Sailors participate in a 5 
kilometer run for Cystic Fibrosis on the flight deck of the 
aircraft carrier USS Enterprise (CVN 65). The run with benefit 
Brady Keep, the 3 year-old son of a former Enterprise Sailor. 
Enterprise is deployed to the U.S. 5th Fleet area of 
responsibility conducting maritime security operations, theater 
security cooperation efforts and support missions as part of 
Operation Enduring Freedom. 

View Clip (RT: 1:33) 
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27. Woman Warrior: Navy Vet, 90, Saluted 
(VANCOUVER (WA) COLUMBIAN 07 MAY 12) ... Tom Vogt 

Evelyn Argo was never going to fire at the enemy during 
World War II, but she still played a vital role in that process. 
She trained a lot of the men who did the shooting. 

Argo was part of the initial class of women who became 
U.S. Navy aviation gunnery instructors. 

She was known as Evelyn Betschard back then, working 
at the Meier & Frank store in Portland when America went to 
war. 

“I asked myself, ‘How is this helping us win the war?’ I 
didn’t want to work in the shipyard, so I joined the Navy,” the 
Vancouver woman said. 

“It was scary,” the 90-year-old Argo said. 
Her family had left Kansas -- “With tornadoes, dust 

storms and the Depression, my family saw enough of Kansas” 
-- but she still described herself as a green farm girl who 
hadn’t seen much of the world. 

She found a spot in a Navy Reserve program -- Women 
Accepted for Volunteer Emergency Service, or WAVES -- 
designed to put more Americans in uniform. 

Argo’s initiative and patriotism were saluted Monday by a 
new generation of U.S. Navy personnel. Sixteen Sailors 
gathered to share stories over lunch at Tip Top Too Tavern. 
Their digital camouflage uniforms were quite a contrast to 
Argo’s original seersucker WAVES uniform. 

Senior Chief Petty Officer David Jaynes said he’d heard 
about Argo and wanted his Sailors to meet her. 

“This is an opportunity for our younger Sailors to 
understand where they came from,” said Jaynes. “A lot of 

times, people take it for granted that things back in the day 
were the way they are now.” 

The Sailors’ ship, the USS Frank Cable, is a submarine 
tender undergoing maintenance at Swan Island in Portland. 
With their ship in dry dock, by the way, Jaynes and his Sailors 
are temporary Vancouver residents. 

Three of the Sailors were women. 
“It’s really cool, meeting somebody who was one of the 

first,” said Sara Zumwalt, electrician’s mate. (That’s a notable 
name in the Navy; her grandfather’s first cousin was chief of 
naval operations in the early 1970s and a new class of 
destroyers bears the family name.) 

Zumwalt also thought it was pretty cool that Argo taught 
Navy airmen how to shoot. The WAVES’ students were 
fighter pilots and crewmen on torpedo planes and bombers. 

“We were the last class they had to go through before 
they got their wings,” she said. “We started with pistols and 
went up to .50 caliber machine guns.” 

According to a newspaper clipping in Argo’s scrapbook, 
the WAVES did instruction on firing ranges, taught gunnery 
theory in classrooms and developed accuracy on special 
training equipment. 

But learning how to shoot was just part of it, Argo said. 
They also had to learn what to shoot. 

“They had to be able to identify an enemy plane,” Argo 
said. “And they had to identify it immediately. They couldn’t 
sit there thinking about it.” 

View Clip (RT: 3:25) 
Return to Index 
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FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
28. House Budget Approves Bill Turning Off Sequester 
(THE HILL 07 MAY 12) ... Erik Wasson 

The House Budget Committee late Monday approved a 
bill turning off most of the $109 billion across-the-board 
automatic spending cut slated to take place Jan. 2, by a 21 to 
13 vote. 

The bill removes $78 billion in discretionary cuts that had 
been triggered by the failure of last year's debt 
supercommittee. To make up the rest, it lowers the 
appropriations spending cap for next year by $19 billion and 
keeps in place about $12 billion in automatic cuts to 
mandatory spending, including Medicare spending. 

Earlier in the day, the Budget committee had reported out 
a bill by a vote of 21 to 9 that would cut spending by $261 
billion over ten years. That bill, offered as a replacement to the 
automatic spending sequester, was called for in the House-
passed budget authored by Rep. Paul Ryan (R-Wis.). 

The replacement bill contains recommendations from six 
other House committees. These provisions were not altered by 
House Budget in any way. 

The cuts come largely from federal worker benefits, food 
stamps, Medicaid, Social Security block grants, and cuts to 
President Obama's signature health and financial reform 
initiatives. 

Defense spending, which was to see half of the automatic 
cuts, is spared from reductions in the bill. Democrats offered 
motions and amendments, all of which were defeated, 
proposing to replace cuts to social programs with tax increases 
on oil companies and companies that send jobs overseas. 

The full House is expected to vote on the two GOP bills 
this week. They face no chance of approval in the Democratic 
controlled Senate but the spending cut ideas will likely figure 
in lame-duck negotiations when Congress will be rushing to 
try to stop the Jan. 2 cuts. 
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29. House Republicans’ Alternate Vision For Defense 
(DOD BUZZ 07 MAY 12) ... Philip Ewing 

Build-down? Drawdown? Shrinking fleets? Mothballs? 
Not if House Republican lawmakers have anything to say 
about it. 

Two key committees are putting bills on target this week 
that leaders want to take the Defense Department in a very 
different direction from the one it charted in its own budget 
submission earlier this year. The House Appropriations 
Committee’s defense subcommittee and the House Armed 
Services Committee both would spend billions more than the 
Pentagon requested and keep or expand some of the choice 
assets that DoD was willing to deal. 

The Air Force would keep its C-27J Spartan airlifters, at 
least for now. The Navy would keep and modernize three of 
the seven cruisers it wants to mothball. The HASC would bar 
increases in Tricare fees and the establishment of new fees. It 
would mandate an environmental impact statement about a 
potential ballistic missile defense site on the East Coast. (To 
handle the potential threat if Iceland builds a ballistic missile 
arsenal.) And it would pile on the homework the Building 
owes the Hill every year — whether or not it actually turns it 
in — with the following, per the committee: 

 Requires the Secretary of Defense to report to 
Congress on areas of risk within the defense 
industrial base, potential single points of failure, and 
overreliance on foreign sourcing. 

 Requires the Secretary of Defense to develop a 
national security strategy for the defense industrial 
base, clarifying that the base is must be capable of 
supplying, equipping, and supporting required force 
structure. 

 Establishes new goals for procurement contracts 
awarded to small business concerns. 

 Secretary Gates hated these report mandates so much 
he ordered that each new study include how much it 
had cost to prepare, but Congress plainly does not 
care about money. 

The Base Realignment And Closure process, of which 
DoD requested two rounds, is totally off the table. That is 
because the drawdown that would have necessitated it simply 
will not take place, Republicans say. 

As for hardware, here’s how HAC-D’s announcement 
broke down what its appropriations bill would support, as 
compared to what DoD requested: 

Research And Development 
The bill contains $70 billion – $2.4 billion below last 

year’s level and $576 million above the President’s request – 
for research, development, testing, and evaluation of new 
defense technologies. This basic and applied research, system 
development, and testing will help to advance the safety and 
success of current and future military operations, and will help 
prepare our nation to meet a broad range of potential future 
security threats. 

The bill funds continued research and development of the 
F-35 Joint Strike Fighter, the KC-46A tanker program, the P8-
A Poseidon, the new Air Force bomber program, the Broad 
Area Maritime Surveillance (BAMS) Unmanned Aerial 
Vehicle, the Navy Unmanned Combat Air Vehicle, the Ohio 
class submarine replacement, the Army and Marine Corps 
Joint Light Tactical Vehicle, the Army Ground Combat 
Vehicle, the Israeli Cooperative Program, and other important 
development programs. 

Equipment Procurement 
The legislation provides a total of $102.5 billion – $2.1 

billion below last year and $875 million above the President’s 
request – for equipment and upgrades. This funding is 
necessary to ensure our nation’s military readiness and 



 27

provide the necessary platforms, weapons, and other 
equipment our forces need to train, maintain military force 
structure, and conduct successful operations. 

For example, the bill includes $15.2 billion to procure 11 
Navy ships, including three DDG-51 destroyers and advance 
procurement for two SSN-774 Attack Submarines in fiscal 
year 2014; $5.2 billion for 29 F-35 aircraft; $3.6 billion for 12 
E/A-18G Growlers and 37 F/A-18E/F Hornet aircraft, 
including advance procurement for 15 additional E/A-18G 
Growlers; $2.5 billion for 69 UH-60 Blackhawk and 42 MH-
60S/R helicopters; $2.0 billion for the National Guard and 
Reserve Equipment Account; $1.7 billion for four Evolved 
Expendable Launch Vehicles; $1.2 billion for 14 C-130J 
variants; and $677 million ($792 million bill-wide) to 
maintain and modernize three Navy cruisers slated for 
decommissioning. 

Can It Happen? Is It Realistic? 
Hard to imagine Senate Democrats going along, but it 

may be too soon to know. And there was a third 
announcement from the HASC Republicans on Monday that 
could mean bad news for both its proposals and those of HAC-
D. Here was the headline: “31 Military and Vets Groups Urge 
Congress to Take ‘Immediate’ Action on Sequester.” 

Few in Congress need urging from vets groups or anyone 
else to appreciate the dangers of the budgetary guillotine, and 
yet even an all-star alphabet soup of outside organizations, 
from the Air Force Association to the Veterans of Foreign 
Wars, probably will not be able to break the logjam. As long 
as the threat of some $500 billion in reduced defense budget 
growth looms over everyone’s head, it will probably keep 
casting a shadow over everything else Congress proposes. 
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30. Six House Members Write HAC-D Chairman Supportive Of MEADS Program 
(DEFENSE DAILY 08 MAY 12) ... Ann Roosevelt 

Six house members have written to the House 
Appropriations Committee panel on Defense urging full 
funding in the FY '13 budget for the Medium Extended Air 
Defense System (MEADS). 

The budget request of $400.9 million would be the "final 
U.S. financial obligation to the MEADS program under the 
2004 Memorandum of Understanding (MoU), and the 
MEADS development program will conclude in 2013 within 
the budget and cost ceilings agreed to in 2004 without any 
additional funding," members wrote. 

The letter pointed out that the tri-national U.S., German 
and Italian program has resulted in software and hardware 
providing "360 degree coverage and up to eight times the 
defensed area as the decades-old 90-degree sectored Patriot 
system, meaning fewer systems and fewer soldiers are 
required.” 

Members also wrote that reliability will be improved and 
maintenance reduced through modern prognostics and 
diagnostics. 

"Cost models show operations and sustainment savings of 
$40 billion over the next three decades if 32 MEADS batteries 
replaced the 60 Patriot systems," the letter said. 

Additionally, the members said full funding would allow 
completion of the Proof of Concept, which would let the Army 

harvest promising technologies while giving Germany and 
Italy needed air and missile defense options. 

Additionally, the end items are built and have entered the 
Proof of Concept test program. In November, a successful 
flight test was carried out, the letter said. Completing the 
Proof of Concept program would provide technical data and 
allow the service to prove out new "air defense concepts and 
technologies," according to a previous vice chief of staff. 

Completing the effort would also allow Germany and 
Italy to improve their military capabilities in a way that would 
add value to overall NATO missile defense, the U.S. European 
Commander has said. Both governments have repeatedly 
stated their strong commitment to completing the program. 

The April 20 letter to Rep. Bill Young (R-Fla.) also points 
out that the Defense Department said in its Statement of 
Administration Policy on FY '12 defense legislation a failure 
by the United States to meet the obligation would lead to a 
unilateral termination that "would likely exceed" the cost of 
satisfying DoD's MoU commitment. 

The letter was signed by Reps. Mo Brooks, (R-Ala.); 
Martha Roby (R Ala.); Robert Aderholt (R-Ala.); Trent Franks 
(R-Ariz.); Spencer Bachus (R- Ala.); and Mike Rogers (R- 
Ala.). 
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31. Ingalls Finishes Hangar For DDG 1000 Destroyer 
(BILOXI (MS) SUN HERALD 07 MAY 12) ... Priscilla Loebenberg 

GULFPORT -- Ingalls Shipbuilding’s Gulfport facility 
launched the completed helicopter hangar for the DDG 1000 
Zumwalt Class Destroyer on Monday. The components of the 
vessel are being built in Mississippi and shipped to Bath Iron 
Works in Maine for assembly. 

The Gulfport site’s 900 employees have been working 
primarily on the carbon-fiber composite hangar and deckhouse 
for the DDG 1000 since January 2009. The facility has 
become known as the Composite Center for Excellence. 

“The composite technology is fundamentally new 
technology for the Navy,” said Site Director Jay Jenkins. 

Because composites are lighter than steel, the structures 
can be larger and also offer more design options. The use of 

composites in the DDG 1000 will reduce the magnetic 
signature of the vessel and give the 14,000-ton ship the radar 
cross section of a small fishing boat. 

Fiberglass Fitter Marcus Davis said a great deal of hard 
work and overtime went into the helicopter hangar. 

“It was a big challenge,” said Davis. “But, we did it 
together as a group.” 

The group will complete the deckhouse, which they 
expect to become the largest known composite structure ever 
built, this year followed by components for a second 
destroyer. 

View Image (JPG) 
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32. Lockheed Wins $237 Million More For F-35 Work 
(REUTERS 07 MAY 12) ... Andrea Shalal-Esa 

WASHINGTON -- Lockheed Martin Corp has won $237 
million in extra funding for a fourth batch of F-35 Joint Strike 
Fighters to account for changes to the hardware and software 
of the stealthy, supersonic new warplanes, the Pentagon said 
on Monday. 

The modified contract increases the cap on retrofits 
needed on early production planes due to issues that arose in 
testing, which is still continuing, the U.S. Defense Department 
said in a daily listing of contract awards. 

Lockheed said the change would enable the Defense 
Department to pay for certain changes they want incorporated 
into the new jets, up to the new cap. Lockheed is responsible 
for any additional costs beyond the agreed cap. 

The Pentagon projects it will cost $397 billion to develop 
and build three variants of the plane for the U.S. military, a 
total of 2,447 planes. Eight partner countries also share in the 
development costs. 

The U.S. Senate Armed Services Committee will hold a 
hearing on the new warplane, the Pentagon's costliest weapons 
program, on Tuesday afternoon. 

Vice Admiral David Venlet, who runs the program for the 
U.S. government, is expected to provide an update on the 
program and several technical issues, including problems with 
the helmet worn by F-35 pilots, and the tailhook that helps 
stop the aircraft carrier variant of the plane. 

About 3,650 Lockheed employees who work on the plane 
are in the third week of a strike at the company's Fort Worth, 
Texas facility and two sites where the U.S. military is carrying 
out test flights. The International Association of Machinists 
and Aerospace Workers wants to pressure Lockheed to drop 
its proposal to switch to a different pension system for new 
hires. 

Lockheed officials said production and flight testing were 
continuing despite the strike. No new negotiating sessions 
have been agreed with the union. 
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33. Lockheed Martin: F-22 And F-35 Oxygen Systems 'Very Different' 
(DEFENSE DAILY 08 MAY 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

The oxygen generating systems for pilots aboard the F-22 
and F-35 are "very different," but Lockheed Martin evaluates 
the lessons learned on the F-22 to ensure problems do not arise 
on its latest fighter jet, the company said yesterday. 

Lockheed Martin's statement came after a Sunday report 
on CBS 60 Minutes that included two F-22 pilots. The pilots 
said they and others refuse to fly the advanced stealth fighter 
because of fear the oxygen system does not work properly, 
causing dizzying spells and blackouts while airborne. 

Lockheed Martin builds both airplanes. 
"The F-35 program continuously monitors issues present 

in other aircraft assessing applicability to our current design," 
Laurie Quincy, a Lockheed Martin spokeswoman said. "The 
F-35 and F-22 have common aircraft and oxygen system 
suppliers; but the systems are very different.” 

"The program has leveraged the lessons learned from F-
22 development to enhance the F-35 across all subsystems, 
including the Onboard Oxygen Generating System 
(OBOGS)," she added. Lockheed Martin was not more 
specific about differences and similarities between the two 
systems and referred additional questions on the F-35 to the 

Pentagon. The F-35 Joint Strike Fighter program office did not 
return a phone inquiry. 

The OBOGS has been at the center of controversy on the 
F-22 since a November 2010 crash in Alaska that killed the 
pilot. Air Force officials have since said the OBOGS was not 
at fault for the accident. 

The Air Force grounded the F-22 fleet in May 2011 after 
reports that pilots were suffering hypoxia and compression 
sickness following training exercises. The Air Force later 
lifted the grounding and the F-22 resumed flights. 

But the Air Force has continued to examine the OBOGS 
and acknowledged as recently as March that it has been unable 
to determine the "root cause" of the problem. The service 
maintains, however, that the system is not putting pilots at risk 
(Defense Daily, March 30, 2012). 

"I am convinced there is a root cause," Air Force Maj. 
Gen. Charles Lyon, director of operations at Air Combat 
Command said at the March press conference. "We haven't 
found a root cause, but what I'm committed to is that we will 
not leave any stone unturned. We will use every discipline 
available every form of study and discipline out there to get at 
this problem, and that is what we continue to do.” 
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34. DoD Tries Buying Pixels, Not Planes, For Flexible ISR; It Ain't Leasing 
(AOL DEFENSE 07 MAY 12) ... Richard Whittle 

WASHINGTON -The military can't buy enough 
unmanned aerial systems to suit imagery-hungry combat 
commanders. Procurement programs are harder than ever to 
start in these days of ever-tightening defense budgets. And 
using a 20th Century defense acquisition system to buy 21st 
Century technologies often means getting too little too late too 
expensively anyway. What to do? 

Don't buy planes, buy pixels -- as the U.S. military is 
doing from companies offering a service best described as 

"rent-a-drone." It may be too soon to call rent-a-drone 
contracts a trend, but they're a solution both the Special 
Operations Command (SOCOM) and Naval Air Systems 
Command (NAVAIR) have turned to in recent weeks to get 
intelligence, surveillance and reconnaissance (ISR) capability 
in a hurry. Those involved say it's a new business model that's 
generating considerable interest in the unmanned aircraft 
industry. 



 29

Rent-a-drone contracts aren't entirely new. Boeing 
subsidiary Insitu Inc. pioneered the business model, which it 
calls "pixels by the hour," flying its ScanEagle UAS for the 
Marines before and during the battle of Fallujah in Iraq in 
2004. Insitu employees deployed with the Marines to fly the 
missions. SOCOM and NAVAIR have awarded Insitu similar 
contracts for ScanEagle services once each in the years since. 
But as the variety and capabilities of UAS proliferate, buying 
imagery instead of the systems that produce it may be an ever 
more attractive option for the armed services, and new players 
are entering the market. 

"We've been the only ones who've been providing this 
fee-for-service up until this year," said Ryan Hartman senior 
vice president for business development at Insitu. With 
ScanEagle approaching 600,000 combat flight hours in such 
rent-a-drone missions, however, "Other companies have 
recognized that this must be a viable market and they're 
following us." 

Jeff Brody, vice president of business operations for 
unmanned aircraft systems at AAI Unmanned Aircraft 
Systems, a unit of Textron Inc. which was a winner in both the 
SOCOM and NAVAIR awards, said Defense Department 
interest in the fee for services structure is growing. 

"Within DoD there is a recognition that you don't always 
have to own the system. It doesn't always have to be a GOCO 
model -- government-owned, contractor-operated," Brody 
said. "It can be a COCO – contractor-owned, contractor-
operated -- so it reduces the operating costs for the military." 

SOCOM awarded AAI a three-year contract April 11 to 
fly its Australian-built, catapult-launched Aerosonde Mark 4.7 
UAS on ISR missions for special operations overseas. The 
Mid-Endurance Unmanned Aircraft Systems II contract, 
valued at just under $600 million, resembles a $250 million 
deal Insitu has had since 2009 to fly missions for SOCOM 
with its ScanEagle, also catapult-launched. 

"They basically give us a mission," Brody said, "then 
we'll go out and perform that and then deliver the required 
material." Brody said he wasn't at liberty to discuss what types 
or the number of missions AAI might fly for SOCOM, but 
$600 million clearly would cover more than a few hours of 
video. "We're building inventory and we go live with our 
SOCOM customer June 1," he said. 

Five days after the SOCOM award, NAVAIR included 
AAI, Insitu and CSC of Falls Church, Va., in a "multiple 
award contract" worth up to $874 million total over five years, 
under which the companies will compete to fly ISR missions 
for the Navy, Marine Corps and Air Force. AAI offered its 
Aerosonde, Insitu the ScanEagle and CSC the T-20, another 
catapult-launched UAS, built by privately held Arcturus UAV 
of Rohnert Park, Calif. 

"Each new task order that we compete, the companies will 
be vying for that task order," explained Mike Shutty, principal 
deputy program manager for the NAVAIR program office in 
charge of the program, PMA-263 Navy & Marine Corps Small 
Tactical UAS. 

The companies will provide not only the UAS but also 
personnel to fly them, shifting the risk for reliability, repairs 
and replacement of lost aircraft from the military to the 
contractors. 

"People in the past have always used the term 'leasing,'" 
Shutty said. "We are not leasing anything here. Leasing 

implies that you take custody of something. All we're really 
doing is buying an imagery product from a vendor." 

Selecting three companies that will compete to fly 
missions rather giving a long-term award to single company, 
as in NAVAIR's earlier fee for services deal with Insitu, was a 
new wrinkle imposed "from on high within DoD," Shutty 
explained. "They want to maximize the amount of 
competition. The thinking is, if you do a multiple award 
contract and you compete these various different task orders, 
you hopefully will get the best value to the government each 
and every time, versus being locked into a single vendor and a 
single system." 

The contract gives NAVAIR's Navy, Marine Corps and 
Air Force customers three UAS sizes to choose from. The 
Insitu ScanEagle's maximum takeoff weight is about 42 lbs., 
the AAI Aerosonde's is about 70 lbs. and the CSC/Arcturus T-
20's is about 185 lbs. All three generally carry either a daylight 
or infrared video camera. The T-20 has hard points under its 
wings that can carry a variety of other payloads as well, and 
has been displayed at a trade show with MBDA Inc.'s SABER 
(Small Air Bomb Extended Range), a 10- to 30-lb. guided 
bomb, hung under its wing. 

"We carry all manner of payload, both internally and 
externally," said Arcturus's senior applications engineer, Steve 
Smith. 

Under the NAVAIR contract, though, the deciding factor 
on any given task order, won't be simply size, capability or 
cost but an assessment of "best value," deputy program 
manager Shutty said. 

The missions covered by the NAVAIR contract are 
divided into sea-based and land-based. Insitu and AAI were 
approved to fly both types while CSC was approved only for 
land-based task orders. The Arcturus T-20 offered by CSC, 
Shutty said, is "unproved at this point. They haven't really 
flown it or used it in combat in any way, shape or form, but it 
certainly shows potential." 

As under the existing contract with Insitu, most sea-based 
missions will likely involve providing ISR for DDGs -- guided 
missile destroyers -- which typically operate on their own 
rather than in battle groups and usually have no helicopter for 
airborne ISR, Shutty said. DDGs typically use UAS for 
general sea surveillance and anti-piracy missions and to check 
out target ships before Visit Board Search and Seizure 
operations, he added. 

The Marines in Afghanistan have been the biggest user of 
land-based ISR services under NAVAIR's previous contract 
with Insitu, Shutty said, and the Air Force has used contractor-
flown ScanEagles for base perimeter security there as well. 
Demand for such services obviously should decline quickly as 
the Marines withdraw from Afghanistan and U.S. combat 
operations wind down. The Marines also don't figure to be 
major customers for the rent-a-drone program after 2014, 
when they expect to start fielding their new Small Tactical 
UAS, or STUAS, known as the RQ-21A Integrator, which 
Insitu is developing for them. 

Shutty said he wasn't sure if fee-for-services deals for 
UAS operations are a trend. "It is simply a means of very 
quickly filling ISR capability gaps anywhere around the 
world, certainly much faster than trying to do some kind of a 
program of record," he said. He also doesn't know if it's 
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cheaper for the military to buy and operate their own UAS or 
to take the COCO route. 

"There's a big argument on that," Shutty said. "There's no 
easy way to do an apples to apples cost comparison between a 
service and procurement because there are so many different 
variables there. What we do know is that, in terms of 
flexibility and very quickly meeting an urgent need, we 
believe this is the way to go. It takes quite a long time to get 
through a program of record because you have very strict 
acquisition policies that you have to follow." 

The uncertainty of the military ISR fee for services 
market may be one reason Insitu, like AAI, is also now 
positioning itself to offer UAS services to civilian customers, 
once the Federal Aviation Administration opens civilian air 
space to unmanned aircraft, as required by a new law 
beginning in 2015. 

UAS can't be flown for commercial purposes under 
existing regulations and can be used in national airspace by 
federal, state or local government agencies only with a special 
FAA Certificate of Authorization. The FAA is also expected 
to publish a proposed new regulation soon that could allow 

UAS as small as the ScanEagle to be flown for commercial or 
civil purposes at low altitudes as soon as 2014. 

"The commercial market is something that we're keeping 
a very close eye on and we're positioning ourselves for," 
Hartman said, noting that his company has created an "Insitu 
Rapid Response Team" that is set up to rapidly provide 
imagery to responders in natural disasters, forest fires, search 
and rescue operations or other civilian missions. "We believe 
that our experience in operating unmanned systems for 
600,000 combat flight hours positions us well to understand 
how to deliver capability to any customer," he said. 

CSC's entry into the NAVAIR competition, however, 
suggests new competitors see an emerging market for 
providing UAS services that's interesting in its own right, 
possibly because it's easier than selling drones themselves to 
the military. CSC, a leader in information technology services, 
had to partner with subcontractor Arcturus to enter the 
NAVAIR competition. 

"It's flattering," offered Insitu's Hartman, "that companies 
like CSC would try and emulate the business model that we 
perfected." 
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BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
35. Tall Ships Set To Sail Up The Hudson River On May 23 As Part Of OpSail & Fleet Week 
Visitors can tour some vessels at their docks around city 
(NEW YORK DAILY NEWS 07 MAY 12) ... Jennifer H. Cunningham and Corky Siemaszko 

All hands on deck New York, your ship is about to come 
in. 

Seventeen stunning tall ships will sail into the city on 
Wednesday, May 23, along with 10 U.S. and foreign warships 
to add a little muscle to the majesty. 

The nautical extravaganza will mark the beginning of 
OpSail 2012 and Fleet Week New York. 

Legions are expected to line both sides of the Hudson to 
witness the Parade of Sail, which starts a little after 8 a.m. 

“I must say, it’ll be quite a sight ... right up there with the 
space shuttle,” said Gary Jobson, president of US Sailing. 

A Spanish ship, the Juan Sebastian de Elcano, will be the 
first of tall ships on the horizon, and lead the flotilla under the 
Verrazano Bridge and up the Hudson River to the George 
Washington Bridge. 

The 370-foot schooner, a training ship for the Royal 
Spanish Navy, will be followed by tall ships from Indonesia, 
Ecuador, Colombia, Brazil, Mexico, France and other 
countries. 

Those ships, in turn, will be followed by a parade of 
military ships led by the the Eagle, a U.S. Coast Guard cutter. 

The parade will also include an aerial fly-over by led by 
the Navy’s famed Blue Angels and military aircraft from other 
countries. 

“The combination of land, air and sea is going to be pretty 
compelling stuff,” Jobson said. 

During the weeklong festivities that follow the parade, 
part of the fleet will be docked at the Intrepid Sea-Air -Space 
Museum in Manhattan. 

Other ships will be berthed at Port Authority piers 7 and 8 
in Brooklyn and at the Sullivan Pier in Stapleton, Staten 
Island. 

Visitors will be allowed to clamber aboard free of charge 
to soak up the sea-faring mystique. 

“There will be a lot of opportunities for people to see,” 
said Jobson. 

This is the first OpSail extravaganza since 2000 — and 
the sixth overall. The first was in 1976 to celebrate the U.S. 
Bicentennial. 

This years, the ships are arriving to mark the 200th 
anniversary of the War of 1812 and the writing of “The Star-
Spangled Banner.” 

“We just hope it brings across the feeling of the event,” 
said pop artist Charles Fazzino, whose 3-D creation was 
selected to be the official artwork of OpSail 2012. 
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36. House Panel Opposes Base Closings, Tricare Hikes 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 07 MAY 12) ... Bill Bartel 

The Obama administration’s requests for two rounds of 
base closings and higher health fees for some military retirees 
are running into strong resistance from leaders of the House 
Armed Services Committee. 

The Republican-controlled panel that oversees defense 
spending is expected to complete work Wednesday on a 2013 
defense budget plan that is likely to contain some key 
differences from one proposed by President Barack Obama. 
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Committee Chairman Howard “Buck” McKeon released a 
plan Monday that calls for $642 billion in spending – $3.7 
billion more than Obama requested – for the fiscal year that 
begins Oct. 1. 

If approved, the House committee’s plan will mirror 
several elements of the administration’s, including a 1.7 
percent pay raise for active-duty personnel and a reduction of 
21,000 in military personnel, 3,000 of them from the Navy. It 
also keeps intact a handful of defense construction projects in 
Hampton Roads and abides by the Navy’s desire to lengthen 
its timetable for building aircraft carriers. 

But the legislation leaves out Obama’s request for a round 
of base closings in 2013 and another round in 2015. 

U.S. Rep. Randy Forbes, who heads the panel’s Readiness 
Subcommittee, said Monday that while some lawmakers may 
support a new round of the Base Realignment and Closing 
Commission, most on the committee do not. 

“I would be shocked if they muster a majority,” he said. 
A BRAC commission’s work seven years ago led to the 

closing of Fort Monroe in Hampton as well as consideration of 
closing Oceana Naval Air Station in Virginia Beach. State and 
local officials managed to keep Oceana open with pledges to 
more strongly address the Navy’s concerns about development 
encroaching on the base. The state and Virginia Beach have 
spent millions buying properties near the base to ease the 
Navy’s concerns. 

Committee members will review the House bill, pulled 
together by McKeon from the work of six subcommittees, 
during a marathon session Wednesday that is expected to end 
with a vote that would send the measure to the full House. If 
approved, the House bill would need to pass the Democratic-
controlled Senate before being sent to the president for his 
signature or veto. 

The plan introduced by McKeon rejects the 
administration’s proposal to steadily increase the cost of 
Tricare – military health care – for working-age retirees and 
their families because of fast-rising medical costs. It would 
also quash a proposal to slightly increase prescription drug co-
payments. 

Under the draft bill, any Sailors or other service members 
forced to leave the military because of manpower reductions 

would be given more assistance as they adjust to civilian life. 
They could remain in family military housing for six months 
and have access to the commissary or base exchange for two 
years. 

Forbes noted that McKeon’s bill rejects the 
administration’s efforts to scrap six cruisers. One ship would 
be scrapped, Forbes said, but a half-dozen others, including 
the Norfolk-based Anzio, would remain in service. 

The Chesapeake Republican said proposed cuts in 
personnel next year should not be viewed as in agreement with 
Obama’s long-range defense strategy that calls for cutting the 
size of the military by about 100,000 over five years. 

“They’re looking at just for next year,” Forbes said. “But 
we’re trying to turn a lot of those cuts around.” 

McKeon’s bill includes provisions requested by U.S. Rep. 
Scott Rigell, a committee member, that would require stronger 
Pentagon oversight of privately run military housing. The 
Virginia Beach Republican introduced the measure in 
response to concerns about complaints of poor conditions of 
the housing in Hampton Roads. He also successfully proposed 
additions in McKeon’s bill that allow private firms to bid on 
some defense work now done by public agencies. 

The large defense plan keeps intact tens of millions of 
dollars in construction projects at facilities in southeastern 
Virginia, including $39 million for training barracks at Oceana 
Naval Air Station. 

McKeon’s bill supports the Navy’s plans to buy two 
Virginia-class submarines in 2013 as part of a multiyear 
purchase. The subs are built by Newport News Shipbuilding 
and Electric Boat in Groton, Conn. 

The plan also favors the Navy’s desire to shift the 
timetable for paying for new aircraft carriers from a five-year 
cycle to six years. If the change is approved, the new Ford-
class carrier John F. Kennedy, which is to be constructed in 
Newport News, will be delivered in 2022 instead of 2020. The 
carrier to follow, still unnamed, would also be delayed two 
years. 

Shipyard officials said the slowdown won’t affect the 
yard’s employment, but some have expressed concerns that 
the delay could raise costs and cause supply-chain problems. 
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37. Jet Crash Victims To Return Home 
Navy anticipates a May 10 return date 
(WAVY NBC NORFOLK 07 MAY 12) ... Andy Fox 

VIRGINIA BEACH, Va. -- It's moving out day at the 
Mayfair Mews Apartments as the last of the heavy trucks 
leave the scene of what is called the “Good Friday Miracle.” 

“May 10th, the Navy should be complete with our 
remediation efforts. We will be prepared to turn the property 
back over to the property owners," said Oceana's 
Commanding Officer Captain Bob Geis on site. WAVY.com 
was the only crew on the property. 

That means if the owners so choose, the residents who 
live in the 37 units not destroyed can return. That will be 
decided by the owners who will also have to decide if they 
will rebuild what the jet took out on April 6th. 

It's hard to figure, but somewhere between 50-65 
residents who lived in the 37 units not destroyed will come 
home to an open field with fresh dirt and lots of grass seed. In 

the center of the huge field is where the jet crashed, and took 
out buildings. Amazingly, no one died. 

The contaminated dirt, tons of it, was disposed in a 
landfill. 

“We took out as much dirt as required," said Geis. "We 
had clean margins on all sides. The State came out to make 
sure we were taking as much dirt as we needed to, and that we 
properly disposed of it." 

All the utilities have been restored on the property, and 
the cable lines went in Monday. Virginia Beach 
Planning/Permits and Inspections will be out Tuesday to give 
final inspections. 

“The plan is for the Navy to release the buildings back to 
the owners after the City comes out Tuesday to remove the 
condemnations from these buildings," Battalion Chief Tim 
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Riley told WAVY.com. “It's really been one team effort. It's 
pretty awe inspiring...the residents have shown us how 

resilient they are.” 
.View Clip (RT: 2:54) 
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38. NMSC Reserve Sailors Participating In Alabama Care 2012 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 07 MAY 12) ... Navy Medicine Support Command Public Affairs 

SELMA, Ala. -- Nearly 80 enlisted and commissioned 
U.S. Navy medical professionals are participating in one of 
Navy Medicine's largest community outreach efforts in the 
Southeast as part of an Innovative Readiness Training (IRT) 
mission designed to provide assistance to under-serviced 
communities. 

Alabama Care 2012, scheduled to continue through May 
10, is part of the Department of Defense (DoD)-supported IRT 
effort, an initiative designed to improve military readiness 
while simultaneously providing quality services to 
communities throughout America. 

The project is a multiservice mission comprised of active 
duty, Reserve, and National Guard members from Navy, 
Army and Air Force components. 

Service members worked together to set up field-operated 
medical facilities in the three medically underserved and 
economically-depressed communities of Selma, Demopolis 
and Hayneville. Although the primary focus of military 
medical professionals participating in the exercise is to 
conduct deployment and readiness training, U.S. Armed 
Forces participants provided free medical, dental, 
pharmaceutical and ophthalmology services to the community, 
something Navy Medicine Support Command (NMSC) 
Reserve Component member and Alabama Care 2012 Navy 
Component Team Lead Cmdr. Patricia McCafferty said 
represents the fabric of what military medical professionals do 
around the world. 

"Our Navy medical professionals are eager to provide the 
best care possible," she said. "We are also providing education 
through handouts, videos and posters. Each of the three sites 
has coordinated with local medical doctors, dentists and 
pharmacies, which allows the patient to continue to receive 
care once we depart." 

The tri-service medical personnel are providing multiple 
services that include nursing evaluations, cholesterol 
screening, blood glucose monitoring and Hemoglobin A1C 
testing. Dental services include assessments, extractions, 
fillings and cleanings. Eye exams and spectacle manufacturing 
are offered, and a pharmacy is dispensing prescriptions once 
the patient has been seen and assessed by the medical team. 

Alabama Care 2012 marks the first time some of the 
deploying Reservists are exposed to working with other 
military services, an effort she said will prove invaluable in 
the future for everyone involved. 

"Flexibility and adaptability are key working in a joint 
environment," McCafferty said. "We have become a seamless 
group and have established friendships that will last a 
lifetime." 

NMSC and its Reserve component are part of the Navy 
Medicine team, a global health care network of 63,000 Navy 
medical personnel around the world who provide high-quality 
health care to more than 1 million eligible beneficiaries. Navy 
Medicine personnel deploy with Sailors and Marines 
worldwide, providing critical mission support aboard ship, in 
the air, under the sea and on the battlefield. 
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39. First Coast Military Moms Feel PGA Tour Love 
The annual shower provides essentials for babies and support for moms and dads. 
(FLORIDA TIMES-UNION 07 MAY 12) ... Beth Reese Cravey 

Mason Lee Fuqua, 1½ months old, was not all that 
interested in the car seats, strollers, pacifiers, clothes, 
bouncing chairs, blankets, stuffed animals and other goodies 
handed out Sunday to his mother and other new military 
moms and moms-to-be. 

Mason, dressed in a tiny Sailor suit, slept through most of 
the proceedings. 

But for his parents — mom Kim Fuqua and dad Leslie 
Fuqua, a petty officer based at Jacksonville Naval Air Station 
who returned from a stint at Guantanamo Bay just two weeks 
before Mason's birth — the group baby shower presented by 
the PGA Tour and its Birdies for the Brave military outreach 
was a momentous occasion. 

Not only were they going home with a carload of gifts but 
with a warm feeling of community support. 

"I am very blessed, teary but blessed," Kim Fuqua said. "I 
feel very grateful that people appreciate the sacrifice. It's 
wonderful." 

Leslie Fuqua said such homefront support means the 
world to men and women in the military whose service 
requires them to leave their families for long stretches of time. 

"This is great," he said. "I am very appreciative, knowing 
she is taken care of." 

The shower was the 21st by Operation Shower, a 
nonprofit organization that provides baby showers for military 
moms-to-be to ease the stress of deployment. Sunday's event 
was attended by 41 area new military moms and moms-to-be 
whose spouses are or have been deployed as members of the 
Navy and Army National Guard. 

The centerpiece was the presentation of Operation 
Shower's signature "Shower in a Box," a large box full of 
high-quality donated gifts. All the moms also received 
separate gifts, such as strollers, from sponsors. And some of 
them also received individual gifts as raffle winners. 

Mom-to-be Mykela Phillips was feeling the love. 
Phillips, who is awaiting both her husband's June return 

from deployment aboard the USS Sullivan and the August due 
date of their baby girl, was overjoyed as she sifted through the 
big shower box. 

"This is a wonderful experience. I am so thankful to have 
people actually care about what we're going through," she 
said. "I've been crying the whole time." 
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That support will help Ronnesia Wright deal with the 
likelihood her Army Reservist husband will miss the birth of 
their baby girl. She is due June 15, about a month after he is 
scheduled to deploy to Kuwait. 

"It means so much," she said of the shower. "I am 
thankful, appreciative, grateful." 

Collectively, the gifts were designed to show appreciation 
for the military moms "accepting the lifestyle," said honorary 
host Tabitha Furyk, wife of 2010 PGA Tour player of the year 
Jim Furyk. 

"It takes a strong person to do that," she said. "We are so 
grateful for these moms." 
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NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
40. Little Creek To Host Screening Of Movie 'Battleship' 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 08 MAY 12) ... Corinne Reilly 

Joint Expeditionary Base Little Creek will host a free 
sneak preview of the movie "Battleship" on Saturday. 

The event starts at noon at Little Creek's Gator Theater 
with a rock-climbing wall and other activities. Theater doors 

open at 2 p.m., and the movie starts at 4. Director Peter Berg 
will introduce it and take questions afterward. 

The screening is open to all active-duty service members 
and their families. The movie opens May 18. 
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41. Fed Court Reverses Order For VA System Overhaul 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 07 MAY 12) ... Paul Elias 

SAN FRANCISCO — A federal appeals court on 
Monday reversed its demand that the Veterans Affairs 
Department dramatically overhaul its mental health care 
system. 

A special 11-judge panel of the 9th U.S. Circuit Court of 
Appeals said that any such overhaul needs to be ordered by 
Congress or the president. 

The 10-1 ruling reversed an earlier decision by a three-
judge panel of the same court. 

The May 2011 ruling had ordered the VA to ensure that 
suicidal vets are seen immediately, among other changes. It 
found the VA’s “unchecked incompetence” in handling the 
flood of post-traumatic stress disorder and other mental health 
claims was unconstitutional. 

The new decision said courts are powerless to implement 
the fixes sought by two veterans groups that filed the lawsuit 
against the VA in 2007. The court said veterans are free to file 
individual legal claims, but that courts had no business 
ordering systemic overhauls. 

“There can be no doubt that securing exemplary care for 
our nation’s veterans is a moral imperative,” Judge Jay Bybee 
wrote for the majority. “But Congress and the President are in 
far better position” to decide whether and what changes need 
to be done. 

Judge Mary Schroeder dissented, writing that the ruling 
put veterans into a classic Catch-22 conundrum. Schroeder 
says the ruling essentially leaves the veterans without recourse 
to force the VA to change a system they view to be fatally 

flawed and “condemning veterans to suffer intolerable delays 
inherent in the VA system.” 

The veterans lawyer Gordon P. Erspamer said he will ask 
the U.S. Supreme Court to review the case. 

“If the courts don’t have jurisdiction, then the veteran is 
left without a remedy,” Erspamer said. 

In the strongly-worded ruling in May written by Judge 
Stephen Reinhardt and joined by Procter Hug Jr., the 9th 
Circuit said it takes the department an average of four years to 
fully provide the mental health benefits owed veterans. The 
court also said it often takes weeks for a suicidal vet to get a 
first appointment. Neither judge was on the bigger panel that 
ruled Monday. 

Chief Judge Alex Kozinski dissented from that ruling, 
writing that the ruling trampled congressional limits on 
judicial review of VA decisions. Kozinski joined the majority 
ruling on Monday. 

Veterans for Common Sense and Veterans United for 
Truth filed the lawsuit in San Francisco federal court in 2007. 
After a two-week trial in 2008, U.S. District Judge Samuel 
Conti said he was powerless to act because Congress narrowly 
limited the authority courts have in reviewing VA benefit 
decisions. 

Conti didn’t find a system-wide crisis in which health 
care is not being provided within a reasonable time to the 
roughly 5 million veterans enrolled in the VA’s health care 
system, which includes 153 hospitals and 800 clinics. 
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OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
42. Change Course To Protect F-35 
F-16 Set Example of Concurrent Development 
(DEFENSE NEWS 07 MAY 12) ... Gordon England 

Why is the F-16 fighter jet so successful, with 4,500 
airplanes delivered and, 30 years later, still in production, 
while the F-35 is a continuing struggle? 

I was heavily involved in both programs, to include 
industry and government, and here are my observations — and 

some lessons learned from the F-16 — that could be helpful 
for the F-35 Joint Strike Fighter (JSF) program. 

Both programs started with the same objectives: 
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 Incorporate new and decisive technologies to keep 
America well ahead of potential adversaries. 

 Keep total program cost low by overlapping 
development, test and production. 

 Reduce support costs compared to the airplanes being 
replaced. 

 Promote international involvement to strengthen 
coalitions and to share costs. 

 Implement rapid production ramp-up with 
accelerated fielding to get the capability to those 
depending on it. 

Since it involves three different configurations with a high 
degree of commonality, the F-35 is a more complex 
undertaking than the F-16, but they are still comparable 
programs, as the F-16 also incorporated a host of new 
technologies for its day, like fly-by-wire digital flight control. 

Both programs experienced their share of early 
development problems. At the outset, F-35 designers struggled 
with too much weight for the short-takeoff version. We forget 
today that F-16 designers struggled with canopy, engine and 
cockpit issues. Yet compared with the F-16 timeline, the 
birthing pains of the F-35 are well in its past. Even so, the F-
35 program is still being slowed by the Office of the Secretary 
of Defense (OSD), moving forward inefficiently at best. 

DoD is overly concerned with the cost of concurrency, 
even though it has always been the plan for the F-35 to repeat 
the proven F-16 approach. Unlike serial programs, where 
development — test — production nicely dovetail one after 
the other, concurrency is where they overlap. Based on their 
statements and testimony to the U.S. Congress, today’s DoD 
officials believe that F-35 concurrency adds unbounded and 
unaffordable retrofit costs to incorporate fixes for problems 
found in later tests into earlier production airplanes. 

They intend to keep F-35 production at very low and 
costly production rates until at or near full specification 
performance is demonstrated. For the F-35, final testing is not 
scheduled for completion until 2017. 

By contrast, from the start, the F-16 went to high-rate 
production; 352 airplanes were on firm order within four years 
and three years later, more than 500 had been delivered 
worldwide. 

This fast production was based on several important 
decision criteria. First, there was confidence that the early 
configuration of the F-16 would be superior to the F-4 
Phantom it was replacing, even though the performance 
specification had not been fully demonstrated through testing. 
Contractor and government tests were in parallel, and results 
were shared to gain quick confidence in the basic airplane. 

Second, low cost could only be achieved through high-
rate production. 

Third, service leaders knew that the airplanes would be 
continuously upgraded, so there was never a final 
configuration for production. 

Lastly, there was never a plan to retrofit older airplanes as 
newer capabilities were added. Rather, each airplane 
configuration was fielded for a mission suited to its 
performance. And when retrofit was initiated, it was 

accomplished as part of a scheduled block change to keep the 
cost low. 

To date, there are 138 versions of the F-16, as well as 15 
block changes, with each block a decisive improvement in 
capability. 

The contrast with the F-35 is striking. In the past two 
years, DoD planners have cut 426 F-35s out of the five-year 
defense plan. Assuming those numbers remain firm, it will 
now take the F-35 program about 17 years to deliver what the 
F-16 achieved in seven. No wonder the F-35 unit cost is not 
coming down as fast as originally planned. 

Based on the success of the similar F-16 program, it’s 
clear to me that avoiding concurrency is not a good decision. 
It sacrifices the substantial savings available from efficient, 
higher production rates to save relatively smaller estimated 
retrofit costs. It guarantees higher production costs to avoid 
the expense of retrofits that may, in fact, never be 
incorporated. It just doesn’t add up. 

The result is that the overall savings originally expected 
of the F-35 program in terms of higher production rates and 
faster fielding are not being realized. 

The decision to keep production at very low rates carries 
other cost penalties. The OSD decision to delay full-rate F-35 
production occurred after suppliers had already spent billions 
of dollars defining and automating their manufacturing 
processes to meet expected early, large-volume production. 
These costs are now amortized over far lower upfront 
quantities. 

And with F-35 fielding now stretched further into the 
future, the services will feel more compelled to extend the life 
of the older legacy airplanes. That is a double cost negative. 

In addition to the cost of upgrading older airplanes, the 
services also will need to spend more for their maintenance. 
The F-35 will save substantial sums in lifetime support costs 
compared with the multiple legacy airplanes it will replace, 
but these savings are only realized when the F-35 is deployed, 
so time is money. 

Savings Needed Now 
This is a critical time for the F-35. The Navy has too 

many carriers it can’t afford and the Air Force has too large a 
bill for refueling tankers and the development of a new 
bomber. This is the right time to gain unit cost savings from 
higher F-35 production rates. It is the wrong time for DoD to 
be making profound program decisions based on a flawed 
understanding of concurrency. 

My recommendation is to take F-35 decision-making out 
of the hands of well-intentioned but misguided financial 
analysts. With a new incoming service acquisition executive 
for F-35, there is opportunity for dramatic improvements. The 
executive will need full authority. But even that will not be 
enough. It is now time to put more of the procurement, test 
and fielding decisions back into the services, more in line with 
how the F-16 was managed by the U.S. Air Force Systems 
Command. The JSF Program Office should concentrate on 
nurturing and expanding international sales. 

In that regard, it is also time to give international partners 
more say in the program. International sales account for about 
40 percent of planned deliveries over the next decade. These 
international customers have the same budget difficulties as 
DoD, and many have invested heavily in the program, yet they 
have no advance say in DoD planning. 
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The F-35 program needs these added sales quantities to 
keep unit costs affordable for all users. To maintain and 
expand these sales, DoD should be more proactive in dealing 
with existing and potential international customers. 

DoD also needs to work with Congress to bring the test 
community back under DoD control. An eight-year test 
program seems excessive in terms of achieving the proper 
balance among test time, cost and fielding benefits. 

The F-35 contractor designers and government engineers 
who evaluated the early proposals promised more than they 
could deliver on the timeline of the contract. Too much was 
promised too soon. Eleven years later, with much of the 
development and test now complete, it is a different story. 
Production capability has been proved by actual deliveries. In 

terms of development maturity, the F-35 is at least at par with 
the F-16 at its four-year point. 

When comparing concurrent production, however, the F-
35 is being artificially confined to low production rates at a 
point when the F-16 was already roaring ahead. 

Without substantial numbers of F-35s, the U.S. Air Force 
could shrink to a marginal fighter force and risk losing future 
air supremacy. The U.S. Navy will lose “first-day capability” 
and will be forced to put its expensive carriers in harm’s way. 
The U.S. Marine Corps will be unable to confidently support 
its forward-deployed forces from amphibious ships. 

With DoD budgets already shrinking, DoD quickly needs 
to change its F-35 management philosophy. 

Gorden England served as Secretary of the Navy in the 
George W. Bush administration. 
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43. A Welcome-Home Gift For Veterans: Jobs 
(WASHINGTON POST 06 MAY 12) ... Mike Mullen and Steven A. Cohen 

Our nation is finally emerging from one of the worst 
recessions in American history, yet for our military veterans 
there is no recovery in sight. The nation’s unemployment rate 
is 8.1 percent. But the unemployment rate of our youngest 
military veterans returning from Iraq and Afghanistan hovers 
at a stunning 29 percent. 

Consider that: Nearly one in three Americans who fought 
to defend us in distant lands cannot find a job here at home. 

And the problem is about to get a lot worse. With the war 
in Iraq over and the mission in Afghanistan winding down, 
and the imperative of getting our national debt under control, 
Congress and the administration are reducing military 
spending. Under current plans, at least 100,000 men and 
women will leave military service in the next five years. Last 
fall political leaders failed to reach agreement on a bipartisan 
plan to reduce the deficit. As a result, the Defense Department 
budget could be slashed by an additional $600 billion 
beginning in January 2013 — cuts that Defense Secretary 
Leon Panetta has called “catastrophic.” That could result in 
even more service members being pushed out the door in 
coming years. We should start preparing for this influx of new 
workers in the job market. 

America’s veterans are a tremendous human capital 
resource. They are responsible, hardworking and loyal. They 
possess strong leadership skills and a work ethic that would be 
valued at any place of business. They have also benefited from 
technical training and education that is second to none. An 
Army logistics manager who moved billions of dollars of 
equipment and tens of thousands of personnel into and out of 
war zones is perfectly positioned to help a U.S. business move 
goods and services for its customers. Regrettably, many 
employers still do not appreciate how the skills our veterans 
hone on and off the battlefield can help their businesses win 
here at home. We need to show them and offer them tools to 
better incorporate veterans into the workplace. 

We also need to help our veterans address another 
roadblock to employment: access to treatment for the trauma 
of war. Some of those returning from combat zones suffer 
from depression, trauma and post-traumatic stress. These are 
treatable conditions, and we’ve learned a lot about how to help 
people cope with them. But many vets never get the treatment 

they need — and the families who suffer alongside them, and 
whose support is essential to successful treatment, are 
ineligible for care from the Department of Veterans Affairs. 

Without proper support, it is little wonder some vets have 
trouble finding or holding down jobs. When they are unable to 
find work, they can also lose their homes. Twenty percent of 
New Yorkers sleeping on the streets are veterans, according to 
the city’s Department of Homeless Services. Many of these 
men and women fought for us in the mountains of Afghanistan 
and the deserts of Iraq. It is unacceptable that they are now 
homeless. 

The struggles our veterans face are such that 18 of them 
commit suicide every day, according to recent reports. That is 
more than 6,500 suicides per year. As of last week, 6,414 U.S. 
service members have died in Iraq and Afghanistan. In other 
words, suicide kills as many of our troops in one year as our 
enemies have killed in the past decade. 

Addressing the challenges of our veterans must be a 
national priority. After our country was attacked on Sept. 11, 
2001, these young men and women stepped forward to serve. 
They volunteered to put on the uniform knowing the dangers 
that come with military service. Because of their courage, we 
have gone nearly 11 years without another successful terrorist 
attack on our soil. 

Americans are grateful for their service — but our 
gratitude is not enough. The Robin Hood Foundation is 
convening a summit of military and business leaders, mayors, 
members of Congress, veterans and others on Monday to 
address veterans’ challenges in finding the work, homes and 
treatment they need. 

Every veteran deserves the chance to provide for his or 
her family. Every veteran deserves access to treatment for the 
trauma he or she experienced while defending us. And every 
veteran deserves the chance to live a life of dignity in the 
country whose freedom he or she helped secure. 

These young men and women fought for us. Now it’s our 
turn to fight for them. 

Adm. Mike Mullen served from 2007 to 2011 as chairman 
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. Steven A. Cohen is founder of 
S.A.C. Capital Advisors. They are co-chairs of the Robin Hood 
Foundation’s veterans advisory board. 
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44. Panetta's Next War 
Defense secretary targets 'climate change' 
(WASHINGTON TIMES 08 MAY 12) ... Editorial 

America has a fresh national-security threat, an enemy is 
every bit as elusive as al Qaeda: global warming. That's 
according to Pentagon chief Leon Panetta, who has declared 
war on climate change. This is a fight America can't afford. 

"The area of climate change has a dramatic impact on 
national security," Mr. Panetta told an Environmental Defense 
Fund reception last week honoring the Defense Department's 
latest initiative, according to the American Forces Press 
Service. "Rising sea levels, severe droughts, the melting of the 
polar caps, the more frequent and devastating natural disasters 
all raise demand for humanitarian assistance and disaster 
relief," he claimed. 

As former White House chief of staff, CIA director and 
now as secretary of Defense, Mr. Panetta has probably 
forgotten more about national security than most experts will 
ever know. So it's troubling that he is apparently relying on 
outdated information in marshaling military resources in an 
effort to alter the planet's weather. 

Global warming is a theory premised on the belief that the 
carbon dioxide released from burning fossil fuels traps the 
sun's heat and causes the earth's temperatures to rise. 
However, as increased industrialization during the past 
century has caused atmospheric CO2 levels to increase 
steadily, global temperatures have not followed the predicted 
upward trend. Not surprisingly, the polar ice caps have not 
melted in expected fashion. For example, Arctic sea ice in 
April averaged 5.69 million square miles, "the highest average 
ice extent for the month since 2001," according to the National 
Snow and Ice Data Center. 

Warnings about the threat of increasingly severe weather 
are equally unfounded. In March, the United Nations 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, the organization 
largely responsible for sparking global hysteria over purported 
global warming, published a special report backing away from 
its claim that severe weather events resulting from either 
human activity or natural occurrences are trending upward. 

Scientist and environmental guru James Lovelock, the 
creator of the "Gaia" theory that the Earth is a living being, 
has recently characterized his own notions about the danger of 
global warming as "alarmist." "The problem is we don't know 
what the climate is doing. We thought we knew 20 years ago," 
Mr. Lovelock told MSNBC.com in April. "That led to some 
alarmist books - mine included - because it looked clear-cut, 
but it hasn't happened." 

Sen. James Inhofe, ranking member of the Senate Armed 
Services Committee, thinks the defense chief's climate-change 
remarks indicate a need for more congressional oversight of 
the Pentagon's budget. "Secretary Panetta has an important job 
and doesn't need to waste his time trying to perpetrate 
President Obama's global warming fantasies or his ongoing 
war on affordable energy," the Oklahoma senator said. "He 
has a real war to win." 

Mr. Panetta has promised to invest billions of taxpayer 
dollars in unaffordable energy boondoggles like solar 
"microgrids" and algae fuel to combat carbon dioxide - the 
harmless gas essential for all life on this planet. If the defense 
secretary is looking for a new enemy, he should wage war on 
waste in his own department's budget. 
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Big Week For LCS Program by Rear Adm. Thomas 

Rowden from Navy Live, May 4 
This blog was written by Rear Adm. Thomas Rowden, 

Director Surface Warfare: 
This proved to be a historic week for the Littoral Combat 

Ship (LCS) program: LCS 1, 2, and 3 were underway at the 
same time, USS Independence (LCS 2) arrived at her 
homeport of San Diego and Pre-Commissioning Unit Fort 
Worth (LCS 3) completed Acceptance Trials on Lake 
Michigan. 

Early indications on Fort Worth are that the Board of 
Inspection and Survey (INSURV) acceptance trials went very 
well, and we expect to have more information on the results of 
the trials to share with you next week. We’re excited to learn 
and show exactly what these ships can do! 

 The first of class littoral combat ships USS Freedom 
(LCS 1), left, and USS Independence (LCS 2), 
maneuver together during an exercise off the coast of 
Southern California. 

 USS Independence (LCS 2) completes her maiden 
voyage with arrival in her homeport of San Diego. 

 The littoral combat ship USS Freedom (LCS 1) 
operates in the waters off Southern California. 

 PCU Fort Worth (LCS 3) 

 The littoral combat ship USS Independence (LCS 2) 
makes preparations at Naval Air Station Pensacola 
before getting underway in the Gulf of Mexico for a 
series of drills and training exercises. 

 An MH-60R Sea Hawk helicopter assigned to 
Helicopter Maritime Strike Squadron (HSM) 77 
prepares to land aboard the littoral combat ship USS 
Freedom (LCS 1). 

View Gallery (9 Photos) 
 
Naval Meteorology and Oceanography Command 

(NMOC) by ADM J.C. Harvey, Jr. from Fleet Forces 
Command Blog, May 3 

A few weeks back I visited the Naval Meteorology and 
Oceanography Command (NMOC) at Stennis Space Center in 
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Mississippi. NMOC is responsible for providing critical 
environmental information to our naval and joint operating 
forces. Although the meteorology and oceanography programs 
are probably the most well-known, Naval Oceanography also 
includes the study and practice of Bathymetry, Hydrography, 
Geophysics, and Astrometry & precise time. I had the 
opportunity to visit several of the NMOC departments and 
received thorough overviews of their missions and how they 
tie into every day operations across our Navy and the DoD. 

Naval Oceanographic Office (NAVOCEANO) 
Expeditionary and Special Warfare Support Group 

My visit started off with a tour of the Naval 
Oceanographic Office (NAVOCEANO) Expeditionary and 
Special Warfare Support Group where I observed how our 
analysts exploit a wide variety of Navy and National sensors 
and data to provide tailored, fused information to support 
operations. The discussions and demonstrations were very 
technical (just how I like it!) and included: techniques to 
process satellite imagery to derive bathymetry and identify 
surf zone hazards to navigation; specialized software to 
display model output with satellite image overlay to identify 
safe lanes of ingress/egress and potential mission windows for 
operations; demonstration of stereo imagery analysis of littoral 
and riverine environments; demonstration of River Drifter data 
and analysis; and multi-scale analysis of Navy oceanographic 
models to identify seasonal monsoonal effects that have direct 
impact on coastal and nearshore currents and operations. 

Naval Oceanography ASW Center (NOAC) 
My next visit was with the NOAC’s Anti-Submarine 

Warfare Reach Back Cell (ASW RBC) where the NOAC-
NAVO team walked with me through the watch stations and 
described how their work supports real-world ASW operations 
and prosecutions. The NAVO Oceanographers on duty gave 
me a great demonstration of how satellite and local 
oceanographic observations are used as inputs to the 
oceanographic prediction systems. They also demonstrated 
how they build tactical assessment products for Fleet users. 
While in the NOAC, I also met with the Naval Oceanographic 
ASW Team (NOAT) members assigned to deploy with 
COMDESRON TWO EIGHT (EISENHOWER Strike Group). 
The team showed me how they use the NITES IV portable 
computer system and all the remote expertise from the ASW 
Reachback Cell to support the Strike Group ASW Commander 
(SGASWC) afloat. While I was impressed by the entire 
NAOC team, I want to specifically recognize the ingenuity of 
AG1 Bryan Sebring who created a set of automation tools that 
dramatically speeds up building RBC analysis briefs that are 
sent to Fleet operators. His set of tools reduces a two-hour 
build process down to a few minutes; a significant savings in 
manpower and elimination of repetitive labor. 

NAVOCEANO Navigation Department 
After the NOAC, I visited the NAVOCEANO Navigation 

Department where I met with the Navy surveyors and analysts 
who collect and process the bottom survey data that updates 
maritime charts for the Navy and DOD. I was given a very 
thorough, end-to-end review of the survey processes and the 
ships and technologies used in survey operations. During this 
visit I met with LTJG Dan Beals of the Fleet Survey Team 
(FST) who showed me a beach landing product he and his 
team had recently completed for a future exercise in Saudi 
Arabia. 

Naval Oceanography Mine Warfare Center 
(NOMWC) 

My final visit of the day was to the NOMWC Data Fusion 
Cell (DFC). The DFC conducts post-mission analysis and 
change-detection on acoustic data collected by mine 
countermeasures forces. This group fuses data from all the 
various MCM sensor systems to extract tactical and 
environmental information. They can compare new sensor 
data to previously collected data which allows them to better 
identify possible threat objects on the bottom. This, in turn, 
provides the mine countermeasures commander a fused 
contact picture that greatly aids in reducing overall clearance 
timelines. As you can imagine, the work they do is particularly 
important to our ability to operate in potentially hostile waters 
around the world. Overall, I found my visit to be extremely 
useful and full of details on how NMOC executes their 
missions and supports our Sailors every day. I was very 
impressed with the quality and intelligence of the Sailors and 
Civilians working at NMOC. This command is not a real large 
group, but they have a tremendous impact on just about every 
mission we execute today. Thanks again to the staff at NMOC 
for taking the time to show me how you get it done for the 
Fleet! 

 
Message from CMDCM Levesque from NMCB 11 

Blog, May 6 
Hello NMCB ELEVEN family and friends. May is upon 

us and that means a couple of things. Another month has 
passed us by and advancement results are coming soon. I’m 
sorry to tell you that I do not have a crystal ball to tell you 
how many advancements we will have, but I do know we will 
have some. I’m keeping my fingers and toes crossed for all of 
those who took the exam. Once we know the results we will 
get those individuals trained and frocked as soon as we can. 

The Skipper and I have been out to see a couple of our det 
sites since the last BLOG I have written. We visited Det 2, Det 
4, and Waterwell. At every site we have had the pleasure of 
awarding some kind of recognition to some hard chargers such 
as Seabee Combat Warfare pins, Good Conducts, or Flag 
Letters of Commendation. No better way to start a visit off 
then to give out awards. We have also had the pleasure to 
Combat Meritoriously Advance CECN Bain to CE3 Bain. 
This is a program that is used for Navy units serving in 
Afghanistan. He competed against all of naval units in 
CENTCOM and came out on top. How great is that? If that 
doesn’t speak volumes of how Seabees are looked upon out 
here nothing does. 

We have completed many missions and have turned those 
projects over to units that are training Afghan military units so 
they can take the lead on the security of their nation. All of our 
customers have been very happy with the work we have 
completed and it is recognized at the highest levels. The 
Commanding Officer can hardly walk a hundred feet before 
she is stopped and told what an amazing job the Seabees are 
doing. 

As we complete jobs we are quickly moving to new 
locations. We just recently pushed out a new Det and they are 
working on a project that has the potential to save many lives. 
Have no doubt they choose the right unit to go out there and 
get the job done. As I look out into the faces of our Seabees as 
they are being briefed on their tasking, all I see is pure 
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determination. I can’t think of a better unit that I would rather 
be serving in right now. HOO-RAH NMCB ELEVEN! Keep 
up the great work, and I look forward to getting out and seeing 
more of you. 

 
NMCB-11 Det-4– Build Team-1 Visited, Praised by 

C.O. by Amanda S. Hollister from NMCB-11 Blog, May 4 
KANDAHAR AIRFIELD, Afghanistan — Members of 

Seabee Det-4 Build Team-1, assigned to Naval Mobile 
Construction Battalion (NMCB) 11, enjoyed two visits from 
the battalion’s Commanding Officer, Commander Lore 
Aguayo this week, bringing praise, information of new Navy 
policies, and awarding a Seabee Combat Warfare Specialist 
(SCWS) qualification pin to Builder Constructionman Jackie 
J. E. Watkins. 

On April 24th, Build Team-1 held an award ceremony to 
present Watkins with his SCWS pin, signifying his mastery 
over a variety of military tactics and contingency construction 
knowledge, including combat skills, project management, 
quality control, logistics, construction equipment, tactical 
communications and safety. 

Aguayo also awarded Utilitiesman 3rd Class Jessica P. 
Seefeld, Build Team-1’s safety supervisor, with a command 
coin as a token of appreciation for Build Team-1’s impeccable 
safety record this deployment. 

Several of the key Battalion staff and leadership of 
NMCB-11 have traveled through Kandahar Airfield where 
Build Team-1 is currently deployed, with each visitor 
receiving a warm welcome and a positive impression of the 
work being done by the team. Aguayo stated that she has 
heard great things about the hospitality and progress of the 
team. “Chaps, S3, and everyone who’s gone through here have 
been raving about the great things this team is doing; everyone 
who’s gone through here speaks so highly about this Det.” 

Build Team-1, until a few days ago, was comprised of 
only 3rd class petty officers and below, welcoming a second 
class petty officer to the crew last Sunday. “I know you guys 
are a pretty junior team out here. A few of you have been on a 
couple of deployments – but mostly a junior crew – but you’re 
running a large scale project, and you’re doing really great 
things out here,” Aguayo said. 

The team is currently tasked with building a 30 foot by 50 
foot concrete foundation for a new Military Working Dog 
kennel facility at Kandahar Airfield. The “junior team” has 
received much praise for their work so far. The team chalks up 
their success thus far to good team cohesion, with teamwork 
being the build team’s defining quality. According to Aquayo, 
the team’s cohesion, great production, and ability to work 
together have created leverage to build a better team. “All of 
these things make this an excellent team focused on both 
mission and safety,” she said. 

Outside of Build Team-1 and Det-4, NMCB-11 is 
receiving praise all around; Aguayo said that everyone she has 
spoken with about her Seabees is extremely happy with the 
work that’s been done. “They love Seabees,” she said, 
“Seabees have an amazing work ethic. They don’t stop 
working until their job is done.” Members of NMCB-11 are 
deployed all over Afghanistan, participating in various 
projects – both inside and outside the wire – such as 
miscellaneous camp improvements, roads, construction of 

buildings, and Tension Fabric Structures, in support of 
military Special Forces units. 

NMCB-11 is homeported in Gulfport, Miss., and 
currently deployed to Afghanistan to conduct engineering and 
defensive operations, while partnering with the Afghan 
National Army and combined/joint operations. Det-4’s 
mission is to assist Special Forces in various village stability 
operations. 

 
A Lifetime in the Making by LCDR Leticia “Tish” 

King from Pacific Partnership 2012 Blog, May 6 
I am a wife, mother/guardian of five children (ages: 18, 

13, 9, 6, & 3), and I am a Navy Nurse Corps Officer aboard 
the USNS Mercy. 

My journey started at age 12, when I realized my older 
sister had learning disabilities and I had to take the lead 
amongst the five siblings. My sister was subjected to 
continuous taunting, bullying, and even assault. As a child, I 
felt helpless; I could never make it right for my sister. 
Through her endurance, I learned compassion, respect for 
others, and empathy for the suffering. I tried my best to 
minimize the hurt that was inflicted upon her. As a child I 
knew I wanted to be somebody — a “somebody” to make a 
difference in the world. 

Despite my determination, I found my own struggles. I 
was a single parent with a child who also had special needs, 
later diagnosed with Asperger’s (Autism). People would 
always tell me, “God gives you what you can handle." 
Truthfully, I hate that line. How does God prepare a mother to 
protect her child from being picked on because he was 
different? Little did I know—I was being primed for bigger 
things to come. 

I started college classes when my son was six months old. 
In a sense I learned how to be a parent and a nurse at the same 
time. I married into the Navy. My husband was very 
supportive in my decision to serve in the Navy. Surprisingly, 
not everyone was as supportive. My best friend asked, “How 
can a mom leave her child behind?” I prayed about it, and I 
had to have faith that God will put me where I need to be. I 
was never worried. I thought, “What kind of mom would I be, 
if I didn’t live my dreams?” I continued to move forward and 
earned a Master’s Degree in Nursing Education. 

As I grew in life, my sister persevered and survived the 
best way she knew how. Her husband lost his job to 
alcoholism, and then months later they lost their house. Her 
family of four lived with us for a year. It was easy that way, 
because I am a caregiver and I can take care of everything; so 
I thought. They came to a crossroad, in which my sister and 
her husband had to leave. They wanted to take their kids to 
live in homeless shelters. I disagreed, and I had to do the worst 
thing a mother could do to another. I fought her for her 
children. The day that I was awarded custody of my niece and 
nephew, I was relieved yet deeply saddened because I lost my 
sister. My sister has made me who I am today, and despite all 
my efforts, my education, and being a LCDR in the United 
States Navy, I could not make her life right. She and her 
husband lived on the streets for three years, until ultimately 
alcohol consumed his life. The only thing I can do for my 
sister at this time is to love and take care of her children the 
best I can. I have the daunting task—undoing the years of 
unknowing neglect and abuse. 
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My biggest challenge came while I was in DUINS (Duty 
under Instructions). Between the three-hour commutes to the 
University of Virginia, high risk pregnancy, obtaining custody 
of my niece and nephew, and my eldest child being 
hospitalized for five months, I somehow graduated with 
honors with two Post-Master’s Degrees / Certificates in the 
Acute Care Clinical Nurse Specialist program and the Wound, 
Ostomy, & Continence program. 

Sometimes I wonder if some may consider me a liability 
because I have five children, three with special needs and two 
that are mere babes. In reality, my family makes me who I am. 
We all come from different walks of life, and we all have 
attributes to bring to the table. I have had to work hard to put 
systems in place to ensure the well-being of those in my care. 

Though my son has autism, autism does not have him. He 
has learned to overcome his disability and evolved into a 
young man. When I found out that I was deploying, I was 
ecstatic followed by the most disheartening realization I will 
miss out on my son’s graduation, years of hard work on both 
our parts. My son thought it was pretty cool that his mom that 
gets to travel around the world to help others. I sighed, “But, 
I’m gonna miss your graduation….” He replied, “That’s okay 
mom, there’s always college graduation.” It was as if he said, 
“It’s okay, mom. I got this! Do what you are meant to do.” I 
am not sure who is prouder of whom? 

At the end of the day we all want to be somebody and we 
want to be proud of our decisions. Who says you can’t be a 
mom in the Navy? I visualize my life roles as three 
overlapping spheres: Mother/Guardian, Nurse, and Navy 
Officer–all in which I have the opportunity to make a 
difference in lives. I am a caregiver through and through. 

Though I miss my family, my transition to the Mercy has 
been seamless. I am with family, and the connections run 
deep. For some of us, PP12 will be our first deployment on a 
ship, first time away from family, and perhaps the first time 
out of the country. We all have a story to share, and as the 
days go by our stories will become one, our mission here on 
the Mercy. It is through that shared experience that we all 
grow into the people who will make Pacific Partnership 
possible. 

On the Mercy, I will be the Division Officer for the 
Intensive Care Unit and the Endoscopy Suite. I will also be a 
bedside ICU nurse, “IV Conscious Sedation” nurse, and 
“Medical Response Team” nurse. 

We will have plenty of opportunities to be “somebody” in 
the lives of our patients, one another, and ourselves as 
individuals. Without a doubt, we will all be able to say, “I 
made a difference.” 

 
Interstate Compacts Ease School Transitions by 

Vivian Greentree from Family Matters (American Forces 
Press Service), May 4 

Guest blogger Vivian Greentree, Ph.D., is the director of 
research and policy for Blue Star Families and a recent 
recipient of the Points of Light Institute’s Daily Point of Light 
Award for volunteerism. She grew up in Georgia and is happy 
it recently became the 42nd state to become a member of the 
interstate compact consortium. 

Georgia Gov. Nathan Deal last month signed into law the 
Interstate Compact on Educational Opportunity for Military 
Children, known in the military community as “the compact.” 

The compact is designed to help ease the transition of military 
children as they move between school systems across the 
country. Because of the mobile lifestyle of military families, 
military children will attend, on average, six to nine different 
school systems before they graduate high school. 

As they move between educational systems, which vary 
in requirements regarding things like records transfers, 
admission ages, testing, and graduation requirements, 
navigating the different curriculum requirements, grading 
scales, and course sequencing can lead to gaps in education. 
Other military-affiliated students will be excluded from extra-
curricular activities or be delayed in graduation because of 
missing an entrance or exit test, redundant testing, or non-
recognized coursework completed elsewhere. 

These educational challenges often are compounded by 
anxieties about deployments. More than 2 million military 
children have had a parent deploy to Iraq or Afghanistan, and 
every school district in the country has military-connected 
children residing in them. That’s a lot to ask of our nation’s 
military children. We say that our children serve alongside our 
service members in their own ways. They miss their deployed 
parents and worry for their safety; they keenly feel the absence 
of a parent at birthdays, holidays, first soccer games, 
parent/teacher meetings, and many other milestone life events. 
They, without being asked, help shoulder the burden of what it 
means to be a modern-day military family. 

Those of us who advocate on behalf of military families 
have supported the need to remove barriers to the educational 
success of our children in the form of this compact. No 
military child should be penalized or delayed in achieving 
their educational goals because of inflexible administrative 
practices. This compact allows for replacing the widely 
varying treatment of transitioning military-affiliated students 
into a unified approach that helps provide consistent policy. 

As parents, we all want what is best for our children. And, 
as Blue Star Families’ military family lifestyle surveys show, 
concern for our children continuously is ranked as a top issue 
for military families. As the impact of family decisions 
resulting from cost to the family are key considerations in both 
recruitment and retention, it behooves federal, state, and local 
lawmakers to work together in ways that facilitate, rather than 
complicate, the transiency inherent in the military lifestyle. 

Georgia is home to one of the country’s largest military 
populations, with about 90,000 military-affiliated students in 
Georgia’s school systems. As the Defense Department deems 
April the “Month of the Military Child,” it was fitting that the 
compact was adopted last month. 

That it was signed at the National Infantry Museum at 
Fort Benning, which was particularly appropriate given that 
the installation resides within the district of Congressman 
Sanford Bishop, a co-chair of the House Military Family 
Caucus, who has travelled the country raising awareness of the 
unique challenges military families face after ten years of war. 
Later this summer, the Infantry Museum will again be filled 
with military families as Bishop and Congresswoman Cathy 
McMorris-Rodgers, of Washington state, host a military 
family symposium there. 

Ret. Major General Jim Donald, chairman of the State 
Board of Pardons and Paroles, who introduced the governor at 
the ceremony, also has been a force for military families here 
in Georgia and is known to ask military spouses and parents to 
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stand and be recognized at meetings. I know because he asked 
my mother to stand and be recognized when she wore a ‘Blue 
Star’ pin signifying my husband’s deployment to Iraq a few 
years ago. 

Fewer than 1 percent of this nation currently serves in the 
armed forces, but it takes 100 percent of the country to support 
them. State governments stepping up to the plate to enact 
legislation that addresses issues affecting the military 
community — veterans’ and military spouse employment and 
licensing issues, military child education, absentee voting, 
veterans treatment courts, and predatory lending — is one 
very tangible way to support our military families. 

Being in a military family has enriched and enlarged my 
life and my children’s lives in ways that are unfathomable and 
we are, I think, better for the experiences and sacrifices we 
make as part of something larger than ourselves. However, 
there are challenges that can be mitigated through the help of 
others – in this case in the recognition that military-affiliated 
students shouldn’t have to jump through ever-changing hoops 
to get a quality education. I applaud Georgia’s leadership for 
this tremendous accomplishment and thank those who worked 
tirelessly behind the scenes to make it happen. 

 
Faces of the Fleet from Navy Live, May 3 
“Faces of the Fleet” takes a look at YOUR Navy 

operating forward. These images represent the greatest Sailors 
in the greatest Navy in the world leading from the deck plates, 
and completing missions around the globe. This is your fleet 
and these are your Sailors! Hooyah, Navy!! 

 QM3 Jason X. Pabon signals the position of the 
aircraft carrier USS George H.W. Bush (CVN 77) to 
the Military Sealift Command dry cargo and 
ammunition ship USNS Lewis and Clark (T-AKE 1) 
during an ordnance transfer. 

 Ensign Marc Cardwell, a student in the improvised 
explosive device division at Naval Explosive 
Ordnance Disposal School, explains the importance 
of bomb robots to Rear Adm. Clifford Sharpe, chief 
operating office of Naval Education and Training 
Command, during a tour. 

 AS3 Latoya D. Graham secures aviation support 
equipment the hangar bay. 

 Sailors assigned to the USS Carl Vinson (CVN 70) 
Crash and Salvage Division pose for a photograph 
with Commander Carrier Strike Group 1 Rear Adm. 
T.K. Shannon in the crash and salvage office. 

 Gold Eagle of the Day IC3 Jalisha Crosby talks with 
Commanding Officer Capt. Kent D. Whalen while 
sitting in the commanding officer’s chair on the 
Bridge. 

 GMC Sean Holmes loads ammunition into a .50 
caliber gun machine gun prior to a pre-action aim 
calibration test-fire exercise aboard the guided-
missile frigate USS Simpson (FFG 56). 

 Chief David Crawford, attached to American Forces 
Network Misawa, broadcasts his radio show while 
participating in an Operational Readiness Evaluation 
Exercise. 

 Vice Adm. Michael Rogers, commander of U.S. Fleet 
Cyber Command and U.S. 10th Fleet, addresses 
Information Dominance Corps officers and Sailors of 
the Naval Special Warfare community at a Naval 
Amphibious Base Coronado during an all-hands call. 

 SN Demond Rivers displays a slack-off signal in the 
hangar bay aboard USS George H.W. Bush (CVN 
77) during an ordnance transfer with USNS Lewis 
and Clark (T-AKE 1). 

 ATAN Jonathan Teeple, assigned to Carrier Airborne 
Early Warning Squadron 125, gives thumbs-up that 
an E-2C Hawkeye is ready to taxi after performing 
pre-flight checks on the flight deck. 

 Rear Adm. Patrick Lorge, commandant of Naval 
District Washington, left, and Australian Ambassador 
to the United States Kim Beazley lay a wreath during 
a ceremony at the U.S. Navy Memorial 
commemorating the 70th anniversary of the Battle of 
the Coral Sea. 

View Gallery (11 Photos) 
Broadcast Clip - USS George H.W. Bush Conducts An 

Ammunition Offload 
(YOUTUBE 04 MAY 12) U.S. Navy 
ATLANTIC OCEAN -- U.S. Navy Sailors transfer 

ammunition from the flight deck and hangar bay the aircraft 
carrier USS George H.W. Bush (CVN 77). George H.W. Bush 
is in the Atlantic Ocean conducting carrier qualifications. 

View Clip (RT: 2:21) 
Your Navy TODAY (May. 3 2012) 
On any given day, in your Navy, our team of more than 

600,000 professional Sailors and Civilians are working 
together around the globe to perform our mission: deter 
aggression and, if deterrence fails, win our Nation’s wars. It is 
not possible to share every aspect of this global team but, 
through this blog, we offer you a glimpse of what these men 
and women do. 

May 3 - (Independence Completes Maiden Voyage, 
Wounded Warrior Games 2012) 

View Gallery (5 Photos) 
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This Week in the War of 1812: 
On April 15, 1813, a U.S. force of 600 men of the Third U.S. Regiment of Infantry and five U.S. Navy-
manned gunboats, led by Major General James Wilkinson, arrived in Mobile, Mississippi Territory. Though 
the territory was considered  part of the Louisiana Purchase of 1803, the Spanish still claimed it was a part 
of their West Florida colony. When Wilkinson arrived in April 1813, however,  Spanish captain Don 
Cayetano Perez negotiated the city's surrender to the United States. Mobile's bay made it an ideal anchorage 
for a large fleet and became the site of two major battles during the war. For more information on the War 
of 1812, visit hhttttpp::////wwwwww..oouurrffllaaggwwaassssttiilllltthheerree..oorrgg// 
 
TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. U.S. Navy Secretary Ray Mabus In Kota Kinabalu For A Visit 
(BERNAMA (MALAYSIA) 07 APR 12) 

KOTA KINABALU -- The Royal Malaysian Navy (RMN) base in Sepanggar Bay, near here, received a visit from United States 
Navy Secretary, Ray Mabus, who is on a three-day visit to Malaysia. 

 
2. CNO Urges More Attention, Action On Sex Assault 
(NAVY TIMES 16 APR 12) ... Mark D. Faram 

The Navy’s top officer says he thinks many command leaders don’t take seriously the issue of sexual assaults within the ranks. 
 

3. #SAAM: Center Stage At NAS Whiting Field 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 07 APR 12) ... Lt. j.g. Tim Mosso, Naval Air Station Whiting Field Public Affairs 

MILTON, Fla. -- Naval Air Station Whiting Field welcomed the arrival of National Sexual Assault Awareness Month with a 
combined proclamation of principles and educational performance event. 

 
4. #SAAM: COMSUBPAC Observes Sexual Assault Awareness Month 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 07 APR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Ronald Gutridge, Commander, Submarine Force, 
U.S. Pacific Fleet Public Affairs 

PEARL HARBOR, Hawaii -- Commander Submarine Force, U.S. Pacific Fleet (COMSUBPAC) kicked off Sexual Assault 
Awareness Month (SAAM) with training at Sharkey Theater on Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam (JBPHH), April 6. 

 
5. #SAAM: CPPD Leans Forward On Training 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 06 APR 12) ... Susan Henson, Center for Personal and Professional Development Public Affairs 

VIRGINIA BEACH, Va. -- The Center for Personal and Professional Development (CPPD) began using some of the products it 
created for the Navy's Sexual Assault Awareness Month (SAAM) observance to train all hands at CPPD headquarters April 5. 

 
6. Admiral: Crash Investigation Will Take Weeks 
(NEWPORT NEWS DAILY PRESS 07 APR 12) ... Hugh Lessig 

VIRGINIA BEACH — The Navy began work on two fronts Saturday in the aftermath of a fighter jet crash that ripped through an 
apartment complex: Gathering evidence at the scene and meeting with families who lost everything. 

 
7. Navy To Begin Giving Crash Funds As Early As Today 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 08 APR 12) ... Mike Connors 

The Navy will begin providing compensation checks as early as Monday to residents affected by Friday's crash of a Navy jet in 
Virginia Beach. 
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CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
8. Navy: Hornet Has Been A Safe And Reliable Fighter Since The 1980s 
Navy officials call F/A-18 'a terrific aircraft' 
(NEWPORT NEWS DAILY PRESS 07 APR 12) ... Peter Dujardin and Hugh Lessig 

The F/A-18 Hornet, used by both the Navy and Marine Corps, is a workhorse, ranking among the most widely-used aircraft in the 
nation's fleet of warplanes. 

 
9. Another Carrier Arrives In Region To Bolster U.S. Navy 
(KHALEEJ TIMES (UAE) 07 APR 12) ... Allan Jacob 

DUBAI - In a significant boost to U.S. naval capabilities in the region as tensions with Iran continue over its disputed nuclear 
programme, a second carrier has joined the USS Abraham Lincoln in the 5th Fleet area of operations. 

 
10. New U.S. Navy Amphibious Assault Ship Enters Sasebo Port 
(KYODO NEWS 09 APR 12) 

SASEBO, Japan -- The Bonhomme Richard, a U.S. Navy amphibious assault ship, arrived at a naval base in Sasebo, Nagasaki 
Prefecture, on Monday to replace the Essex, the amphibious assault ship currently stationed there, on April 23. 

 
11. Indo-U.S. Naval Exercise Begins 
(THE TIMES OF INDIA 09 APR 12) 

VISAKHAPATNAM -- The annual Indo-U.S. naval exercise, Malabar-2012, commenced in the Bay of Bengal at Chennai coast 
on Saturday. The 10-day long exercise would see the participation of frontline units from both countries. 

 
12. Croatian Children Visit Swift 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 06 APR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist Seaman Apprentice Erik Luebke, Navy Public Affairs 
Support Element-East Detachment Europe 

SPLIT, Croatia -- Children living at the Maestral orphanage received a guided tour aboard the High Speed Vessel Swift (HSV) 2 
at Lora Naval Base Split, Croatia, April 5. 

 
13. USS Santa Fe Receives Navy Unit Commendation 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 06 APR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Ronald Gutridge, Commander, Submarine Force, 
U.S. Pacific Fleet Public Affairs 

PEARL HARBOR, Hawaii -- The commander of Submarine Force, U.S. Pacific Fleet presented the Navy Unit Commendation 
award to the crew of the Los Angeles-class fast-attack submarine USS Santa Fe (SSN 763) at the Pearl Harbor Submarine Park and 
Parche Memorial on Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam., Hawaii, April 5. 

 
14. Navy Ship San Diego Arrives At Its Namesake Port 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 06 APR 12) ... Jeanette Steele 

Carne asada burritos. The Gaslamp. Fifteenth Street beach in Del Mar. 
 

15. Navy Installations To Conduct Exercise Citadel Pacific In April 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 06 APR 12) ... Commander, Navy Installations Command Public Affairs 

WASHINGTON -- Commander, Navy Installations Command (CNIC) and Commander, U.S. Pacific Fleet (PACFLT) will 
conduct Exercise Citadel Pacific 2012 (CP-12) on naval installations throughout the U.S. Pacific Command area of responsibility 
including regions Hawaii, Joint Region Marianas (Guam), Japan, and Singapore. 

 
16. No Injuries In UK Military Helicopter Mishap In AZ 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 08 APR 12) 

EL CENTRO, Calif. — A British Chinook helicopter made an emergency landing during an exercise in the Arizona desert, U.S. 
and British military officials said. Seven people were sent to the hospital for evaluations but all were reported uninjured. 

 

GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
17. U.S. Expected To Keep Up Asian Military Presence 
Ng Eng Hen thinks budget cuts won't affect U.S. defence capabilities 
(SINGAPORE STRAITS TIMES 07 APR 12) ... Chua Chin Hon 

WASHINGTON--Singapore welcomes the United States' continuing commitment to the Asia-Pacific, visiting Defence Minister 
Ng Eng Hen has said, noting that he thought the U.S. would keep up its presence even in the face of proposed defence budget cuts. 
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18. SDF, U.S. Ships Deployed For North's Rocket 
Three Japanese destroyers head to East China Sea to intercept debris 
(KYODO NEWS 08 APR 12) 

Three Maritime Self-Defense Force destroyers departed for the East China Sea Saturday ahead of a planned rocket launch by 
North Korea. 

 
19. South Korea Suspects That North May Test Nuclear Device As Well As Rocket 
(NEW YORK TIMES 09 APR 12) ... Choe Sang-Hun 

SEOUL, South Korea — North Korea appears to be preparing for its third underground nuclear test even as it presses ahead with 
assembling a long-range rocket for its planned launching of a satellite this month, a South Korean government spokesman said 
Sunday. 

 
20. N. Korea Rocket Launch Draws More Worry Than Iran's 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 08 APR 12) ... Eric Talmadge 

TOKYO — Just two months ago, amid celebrations of the 1979 Islamic Revolution, an Iranian rocket roared off a military launch 
pad and placed a 110-pound Earth observation satellite into orbit. The U.S. State Department grumbled about possible missile 
applications, but that was pretty much it. 

 
21. U.S. Defines Its Demands For New Round Of Talks With Iran 
(NEW YORK TIMES 08 APR 12) ... David E. Sanger and Steven Erlanger 

WASHINGTON — The Obama administration and its European allies plan to open new negotiations with Iran by demanding the 
immediate closing and ultimate dismantling of a recently completed nuclear facility deep under a mountain, according to American 
and European diplomats. 

 
22. U.N. Plan For Peace Falters In Syria 
Assad government demands that rebels first disarm 
(WASHINGTON POST 09 APR 12) ... Alice Fordham 

BEIRUT — A U.N.-brokered peace plan for Syria appeared close to collapse Sunday as the government demanded a written 
guarantee that the rebels will lay down their arms before authorities withdraw troops from cities and towns. 

 
23. Navy Frees Four Out Of Five Suspected Somali Pirates 
Britain criticised for 'particularly poor record' in international crackdown on Indian Ocean piracy 
(LONDON INDEPENDENT (UK) 08 APR 12) ... Brian Brady 

Hundreds of suspected pirates arrested by the Royal Navy off the coast of East Africa have been immediately set free – to 
continue threatening merchant vessels in one of the world's busiest shipping lanes. Fewer than one in every five suspects picked up 
around the Horn of Africa over the past four years have been prosecuted for piracy-related offences, the Ministry of Defence has 
admitted. The figures will fuel growing criticism of Britain's involvement in the anti-piracy operation. 

 
24. Indian And Pakistani Leaders Encourage Ties In A Rare Visit 
(NEW YORK TIMES 09A PR 12) ... Jim Yardley 

NEW DELHI — In the first visit to India by a Pakistani head of state in seven years, President Asif Ali Zardari of Pakistan and 
Prime Minister Manmohan Singh of India on Sunday expressed a mutual desire to improve relations between their rival South Asian 
nations, and Mr. Singh announced that he would at some point visit Pakistan for the first time since taking office. 

 
25. Amphibious Fleet A Multimillion-Dollar Shambles 
(CANBERRA TIMES (AUSTRALIA) 09 APR 12) ... David Ellery 

More than a year after Defence Minister Stephen Smith promised urgent action over the failure of the navy's amphibious fleet 
capability it remains a multimillion-dollar shambles. 

 
26. Navy Fears Loss Of Helicopter Radar Cover Will Put Its Warships In Danger For Years 
(LONDON TELEGRAPH (UK) 07 APR 12) ... Thomas Harding 

Britain's warships will be more vulnerable to missile attacks under plans to axe the sophisticated radar cover currently provided 
by Sea King helicopters. 



 

4 
 

 
27. Canada Caps F-35 Funding After Audit 
Defense Department Loses Procurement Authority 
(DEFENSE NEWS 08 APR 12) ... David Pugliese 

VICTORIA, British Columbia — Canada’s proposed purchase of the F-35 Joint Strike Fighter has been thrown into turmoil after 
the government’s auditor found Department of National Defence (DND) officials withheld key information from Parliament about the 
fighter jet, underestimated costs and didn’t follow proper procurement rules. 

 

PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
28. Delayed Enlisted Board Schedule Could Create Training Problems 
Moves triggered by E-9 info leak 
(NAVY TIMES 16 APR 12) ... Mark D. Faram 

Navy officials have reshuffled this year’s enlisted selection board schedule after a leak forced last month’s postponement of the 
active-duty E-9 selection board. 

 
29. The Perfect PRT 
Tips from the Navy’s top scorers on how to ace your next fitness test 
(NAVY TIMES 16 APR 12) ... Joshua Stewart 

Lt. Cmdr. Leonard Ouzts is 40 years old but feels like he’s in the best shape he’s been in since his 20s. His transformation started 
late last year, when he started upping his fitness routine by running faster on the treadmill and exercising more frequently. 

 
30. Synthetic Drug Testing Operating Guide Available 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 06 APR 12) ... Navy Personnel Command Public Affairs 

MILLINGTON, Tenn. -- Navy Alcohol and Drug Abuse Prevention Office (NADAP) posted the new Synthetic Drug Testing 
Operating Guide on the NADAP website, officials said April 5. 

 
31. Navy Announces Graduate School Opportunity For Cyber Sailors 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 06 APR 12) ... Chief of Naval Personnel Public Affairs 

WASHINGTON -- Sailors in the information systems technician (IT) and cryptologic technician networks (CTN) ratings will 
have the opportunity to apply for enrollment in a cyber master's degree program at Naval Postgraduate School, according to 
NAVADMIN 117/12, released April 5. 

 
32. Momsen Sailors Take College Classes While Underway 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 06 APR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Carlos M. Vazquez II, USS Momsen Public Affairs 

USS MOMSEN, At Sea -- Sailors aboard the Arleigh Burke-class guided-missile destroyer USS Momsen (DDG 92) are pursuing 
their education while underway through the Navy College Program for Afloat College Education (NCPACE). 

 
33. How ‘Mother Of MRAP’ Earned Her Name 
SPAWAR engineer made the case for anti-landmine vehicles 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 07 APR 12) ... Jeanette Steele 

They call Susie Alderson the “Mother of MRAP” for two reasons. 
 

34. Face Of Defense: Wounded Corpsman Returns To Action 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 06 APR 12) ... By Marine Corps Sgt. James Mercure, Regimental Combat Team 6, 1st 
Marine Division 

FORWARD OPERATING BASE WHITEHOUSE – Navy Petty Officer Third Class Chase Speed still has the blood-soaked belt 
he was wearing when an insurgent put a bullet through it last year. 

 
35. Sailor Found Dead at Camp Lemonnier, Djibouti 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 09 APR 12) ... Camp Lemonnier, Djibouti Public Affairs 

CAMP LEMONNIER, Djibouti -- A U.S. Navy Sailor assigned to Naval Mobile Construction Battalion Three (NMCB 3) was 
found dead as the result of a non-combat related incident at Camp Lemonnier, Djibouti, April 7. 

 

FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
36. Sequestration Could Be Left To Lame-Duck U.S. Congress 
(DEFENSE NEWS 07 APR 12) ... Kate Brannen 

Between now and Jan. 2, when automatic spending cuts are set to slash up to $54 billion from the Pentagon’s 2013 budget, there 
is only one date that truly matters: Nov. 6, Election Day. 
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37. Navy Hopes Increased Funding Keeps Its Ships In Shape Longer 
(STARS AND STRIPES 08 APR 12) ... Erik Slavin 

YOKOSUKA NAVAL BASE, Japan — Like some of the senior Sailors who walk its deckplates, the USS Blue Ridge did a little 
weightlifting recently to stave off the physical decline that sometimes comes with getting older. 

 
38. U.S. Navy Focus Shifts To Asia-Pacifica 
(AVIATION WEEK 06 APR 12) ... David Fulghum 

The U.S. Navy’s expanding mission in Asia and the Pacific Ocean is a striking example of early planning turned on its head by 
changing threats. That upset is now being righted by innovations on the fly. 

 
39. Navy's Robot Helicopters Will Automatically Spot Pirates 
(INNOVATION NEWS DAILY 06 APR 12) 

Helicopter drones that have already helped catch cocaine smugglers at sea could soon get much smarter about hunting modern-
day pirates. The U.S. Navy plans to upgrade its robotic Fire Scouts with electronic "brains" that are able to automatically recognize 
small pirate boats spotted through 3D laser imaging. 

 
40. Amphibious Transport Dock Nearly Ready For New Duty 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 07 APR 12) ... Corinne Reilly 

NORFOLK -- Crews at a Norfolk shipyard are nearly finished retrofitting a decades-old Navy vessel that will soon be sent to the 
Middle East to serve as a floating staging base. 

 
41. Navy Plans Buoys In Deeper Waters To Develop Wave Energy Technology 
The devices off Kaneohe Bay would be of a size needed to generate power for large numbers of customers 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 08 APR 12) ... Audrey McAvoy 

The Navy hopes to move a step closer to harnessing the power of the seas for electricity by expanding its testing of wave energy 
technology in Hawaii. 

 
42. Navy's Software Reuse Initiative Extended Across DoD 
(DEFENSE DAILY 06 APR 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

A repository created by the Navy for sharing and reusing software and hardware to promote innovation and save money has been 
expanded across the Defense Department, making it more accessible and easier to use, according to an official at the Defense 
Information Systems Agency (DISA). 

 
43. Marines Push Quietly, But Hard, For Navy To Replace C-2s With V-22s 
(AOL DEFENSE 06 APR 12) ... Richard Whittle 

WASHINGTON - Landing a V-22 Osprey helicopter-style on the sprawling flight deck of the nuclear aircraft carrier USS George 
H.W. Bush was a snap, says Marine Corps test pilot Capt. Dan McKinney. 

 

BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
44. Navy Remains Backbone After Va. Beach Jet Crash 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 08 APR 12) ... Zinie Chen Sampson 

VIRGINIA BEACH, Va. — Virginia’s most populated city has long had a love affair with the military, and several people left 
homeless after a fighter jet leveled their apartments say the crash won’t change that. 

 
45. Jet Crash Site Not Part Of BRAC-Required Buffers 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 08 APR 12) ... Aaron Applegate 

VIRGINIA BEACH -- Friday’s jet crash happened in one of the Navy’s official potential-crash zones, but not in the highest-risk 
zone. 

 
46. Sasebo Wins Awards For Environmental Quality, Safety 
(STARS AND STRIPES 07 APR 12) 

SASEBO NAVAL BASE, Japan — Sasebo Naval Base garnered two Navy-wide awards this week from the Chief of Naval 
Operations for environmental quality and safety. 

 
47. DPJ Group Calls for Relocating Futenma To Kadena 
(ASAHI SHIMBUN 07 APR 12) ... Takayuki Hayashi 

A group of ruling Democratic Party of Japan lawmakers proposed April 6 to provisionally relocate the U.S. Marine Corps Air 
Station Futenma to the sprawling Kadena Air Base, both in Okinawa Prefecture. 
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NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
48. Homelessness, Economic Woes Rising For Female U.S. Veterans 
More Women Vets Are Homeless, But Housing Scarce 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 09 APR 12) ... Eric Tucker and Kristin M. Hall 

WASHINGTON — Misha McLamb helped keep fighter jets flying during a military career that took her halfway around the 
world to the Persian Gulf. But back home, the Navy aircraft specialist is barely getting by after a series of blows that undid her settled 
life. 

 
49. Young Vets’ Joblessness Hits 10.3 Percent 
(NAVY TIMES 06 APR 12) ... Rick Maze 

The Labor Department reported Friday that the unemployment rate for Iraq- and Afghanistan-era veterans was 10.3 percent in 
March. That was slightly better than in March 2011 but higher than the current overall 8.2 percent national jobless rate. 

 
50. Week In Review Mar. 31, 2012 – Apr. 06, 2012 
(YOUTUBE 06 APR 12) ... U.S. Navy 

Welcome to this week's U.S. Navy multimedia production featuring selected images from around the fleet received during the 
week of Mar. 31, 2012 – Apr. 06, 2012. 

 

OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
51. America's Place In The New World 
(NEW YORK TIMES 08 APR 12) ... Charles A. Kupchan 

WASHINGTON – It’s election season again, and the main contenders for the Oval Office are knocking themselves out to 
reassure Americans that their nation remains at the pinnacle of the global pecking order. Mitt Romney recently declared that “this 
century must be an American century.” Not to be outdone, President Obama insisted in his State of the Union address that “anyone 
who tells you that America is in decline” doesn’t “know what they’re talking about.” 

 
52. No Lasting Resolution To N. Korean Missile Crisis Likely 
(SINGAPORE STRAITS TIMES 09 APR 12) ... Michael Richardson 

In 1998, North Korea caused widespread alarm by firing a rocket over Japan's main island of Honshu into the Pacific Ocean. It 
followed this provocative move by more long-range missile tests in 2006 and 2009. 

 
53. Friday's Horror From The Sky 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 07 APR 12) ... Editorial 

Everyone who lives with the sound knows that if something goes wrong with a wicked-fast Navy jet, a piece of Virginia Beach 
can end up in flames. 

 
54. 21st Century Fragging: Sexual Assault 
(TIMES 06 APR 12) ... Darlene M. Iskra 

Navy Times reports this week that “Navy leaders are calling for educational standdowns in April to communicate the service’s 
policy of zero tolerance for sexual assault while encouraging Sailors to work harder to prevent attacks.” It’s part of Sexual Assault 
Awareness Month, an effort to raise awareness of the issue and what can be done to reduce it. 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. U.S. Navy Secretary Ray Mabus In Kota Kinabalu For A Visit 
(BERNAMA (MALAYSIA) 07 APR 12) 

KOTA KINABALU -- The Royal Malaysian Navy 
(RMN) base in Sepanggar Bay, near here, received a visit 
from United States Navy Secretary, Ray Mabus, who is on a 
three-day visit to Malaysia. 

RMN's public relations office said in a statement that the 
visit by Mabus, where he was accompanied by RMN 
commander Admiral Tan Sri Abdul Aziz Jaafar, showed the 
U.S. Navy's commitment to seeing a closer ties between both 
navies. 

"He was taken to see RMN's newest inventory, the KD 
Tun Razak submarine. 

"The meeting between both navies allowed them to 
exchange views on various aspects. We can learn a thing or 
two from the U.S. Navy's more modern technology," the 
statement said. 

It said that the presence of U.S. Navy vessels for Mabus' 
visit to the country showed that Malaysia and the U.S. navies 
enjoyed good ties. 

They are the USS Emory S. Land, a Submarine Tender-
class, and USS Louisville, a Los Angeles Attack Submarine-
class, which docked here on April 2. 
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2. CNO Urges More Attention, Action On Sex Assault 
(NAVY TIMES 16 APR 12) ... Mark D. Faram 

The Navy’s top officer says he thinks many command 
leaders don’t take seriously the issue of sexual assaults within 
the ranks. 

“I am convinced that our unit commanders and senior 
enlisted leaders do not understand the significance of this 
issue, and do not place this high on their agenda,” said Chief 
of Naval Operations Adm. Jon Greenert in a March 30 email 
sent to all flag officers and Navy senior executive civilians. 

The email was first reported April 4 by blogger CDR 
Salamander. Navy officials confirmed to Navy Times that it 
was authentic. 

The Navy has designated April as Sexual Assault 
Awareness Month and directed commanders to conduct at 
least two hours of training on the issue. 

“I am really concerned about our lack of progress in 
preventing sexual assault,” Greenert wrote. “We have been 
after this in earnest since September 2009. 

There has been no discernible change in the number of 
sexual assaults.” The Navy reported 611 sexual assaults in 
2010, and the 2011 numbers are expected to be released at the 
end of April. Lawmakers and advocacy groups are pressuring 

the services to work harder to fix the problem in the ranks, 
which has been called an “epidemic” by some officials. 

“There is a growing feeling in the Congress that we are 
unable to deal with the problem and they need to take this 
from the DoD. Legislation has been proposed,” Greenert 
wrote. “Think about that — we cannot prevent our people 
from assaulting each other — so Congress might have to tell 
us how to reconcile it.” In an April 1 post on his public blog, 
Greenert called on leaders to take “a hard look at command 
climate” and to set the example. 

Broadcast Clip - Sexual Assault Awareness Month 
(YOUTUBE 06 APR 12) U.S. Pacific Fleet 
Adm. Cecil Haney, commander of U.S. Pacific Fleet, 

shares a message on sexual assault prevention. 
View Clip (RT: 1:00) 
Broadcast Clip - Sexual Assault - Message From The 

Commander 
(YOUTUBE 06 APR 12) Commander, Submarine Forces 
Vice Adm. John Richardson shares a message on sexual 

assault prevention. 
View Clip (RT: 2:04) 
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3. #SAAM: Center Stage At NAS Whiting Field 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 07 APR 12) ... Lt. j.g. Tim Mosso, Naval Air Station Whiting Field Public Affairs 

MILTON, Fla. -- Naval Air Station Whiting Field 
welcomed the arrival of National Sexual Assault Awareness 
Month with a combined proclamation of principles and 
educational performance event. 

Air station Commanding Officer Capt. Matthew F. 
Coughlin proclaimed April as National Sexual Assault 
Awareness Month aboard the base before ceding the station's 
auditorium to an interactive theatrical experience by Chicago-
based Catharsis Productions. 

Coughlin offered an unequivocal condemnation of all 
sexual assault. He stressed its pernicious effects as a destroyer 
of lives, communities, careers, and the military itself. 

"Rape, sexual assault, and sexual harassment impact our 
community... everybody loses," he declared. 

While Coughlin roundly denounced sexual assault in 
general, he highlighted the instances of "blue on blue" 
incidents as a debilitating attack on Navy core values, a 

supreme violation of trust, and a detriment to mission 
readiness of forces worldwide. 

The base commander emphasized that the consequences 
of an assault spread collateral damage far beyond those 
individuals directly involved. He related how the legal 
expenses, loss of manpower, emotional distress, and time 
expended pursuing justice for a single offense can cripple a 
unit. Coughlin also noted that the lingering effects - victim 
trauma, lost resources, and even jail time - can linger for 
years. 

"I... join all anti-sexual violence advocates and support 
service programs in the belief that all community members 
must be part of the solution to end sexual violence," he said. 

Following Coughlin's address, actors Fawzia Mirza and 
George Zerante took the stage to perform "Sex Signals," an 
awareness-themed improvisation show in which air station 
personnel were invited to participate. 
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The performers asked the audience to give input on 
scenarios ranging from absurd exaggerations of gender-based 
stereotype behavior to grave discussions of how an intimate 
encounter crosses the threshold of assault. The performance 
followed an arch from benign displays of farcical scenarios 
involving awkward "ice-breakers" and clumsy advances to 
more realistic explorations of how assault unfolds in the wake 
of bad decisions. 

A scenario involving service personnel and an accusation 
of rape drew particular emphasis from Mirza and Zerante 
while eliciting broad-based commentary from the audience. At 
each stage of the incident, the actors paused to query members 
of the assembly. The circumstances surrounding the 
characters' initial encounter, particularly the effects of alcohol 
in the decision-making process, came under close scrutiny by 
participants.  

The performance also highlighted two of "Sex Signals" 
signature educational techniques: audience tailoring and fact-
based action. 

"We try to personalize the show to each audience," 
Zerante said. 

The focus on Navy terminology, common duty routines, 
off-duty circumstances, and familiar lifestyle elements were 
designed to move the action away from abstraction and offer a 
concrete demonstration of the flow of events leading to assault 
in a military relationship. 

"We perform versions of the show for all services. We 
know that when you go from the civilian world to the military 
world, your language changes, and we try to adapt to that," 
Mirza said. 

Moreover, the show's content is informed by the actors' 
training as Sexual Assault Responders and the writers' 
firsthand experience with assault victims. 

"Most of our performers come from a theatrical 
background, but everyone who performs the show receives 40 

hours of training in sexual assault response; many of the 
show's writers [at Catharsis Productions] have worked with 
victims and draw from that when creating the framework," 
Mirza said. 

Although each show unfolds in a unique fashion based on 
audience type and participation, common themes are 
emphasized by the framework. The actors highlight the 
importance of bystander intervention in preventing assaults, 
the value of common sense and restraint in dating, and the 
danger that is introduced when alcohol consumption impairs 
judgment. 

NAS Whiting Field was one of only five installations in 
Navy Region Southeast to host "Sex Signals" this April. The 
base's Fleet and Family Support Center sponsored the 
performance, and newly appointed FFSC Sexual Assault 
Response Coordinator Rachel Phillips introduced both herself 
and the actors to the crowd. 

Phillips encouraged all air station personnel to support 
SAAM initiatives during the month of April, practice 
vigilance against sexual aggression all year, and to contact 
FFSC at any time for additional information or direct 
assistance. 

Sexual Assault Prevention and Response is an important 
element of the readiness area of the 21st Century Sailor and 
Marine initiative which consolidates a set of objectives and 
policies, new and existing, to maximize Sailor and Marine 
personal readiness, build resiliency and hone the most combat-
effective force in the history of the Navy and Marine Corps. 
The Department of the Navy is working to aggressively to 
prevent sexual assaults, to support sexual assault victims, and 
to hold offenders accountable. 

Help raise awareness by joining the conversation on 
social media using #SAAM. 

Return to Index 
 

4. #SAAM: COMSUBPAC Observes Sexual Assault Awareness Month 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 07 APR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Ronald Gutridge, Commander, Submarine Force, 
U.S. Pacific Fleet Public Affairs 

PEARL HARBOR, Hawaii -- Commander Submarine 
Force, U.S. Pacific Fleet (COMSUBPAC) kicked off Sexual 
Assault Awareness Month (SAAM) with training at Sharkey 
Theater on Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam (JBPHH), April 6. 

April is National Sexual Assault Awareness Month and 
the Department of Defense's SAAM theme this year is, "Hurts 
One, Affects All. Prevention of Sexual Assault is Everyone's 
Duty." The Navy will focus its efforts on awareness and 
prevention of sexual violence through the use of command-
level education and special events throughout the month of 
April with a different theme each week. 

Rear Adm. Frank Caldwell, commander, Submarine 
Force, U.S. Pacific spoke during the training emphasizing that 
sexual assault prevention is everyone's duty. 

"This is not an isolated problem. It's a problem in the 
submarine force, and it's a problem throughout the Navy. The 
purpose of today is to raise your awareness and to make you 
sensitive to this problem," said Caldwell. "Sexual assault takes 
away from unit readiness. It is a crime. It is illegal, and we're 
not going to tolerate it. We're going to stamp it out. You have 
a responsibility to yourself, your Sailors and the people who 

work for you to take action not only to prevent, but to 
intervene and stop a behavior that's leading down a road that 
might end with sexual assault." 

Leading up to the all hands training, Sailors observed 611 
pairs of shoes lining the sidewalk leading to the theater. Each 
pair represents the number of sexual assault victims within the 
Navy last year. The National Kidney Foundation of Hawaii 
donated a large portion of the 611 pairs for the day with the 
rest coming from the Hickam thrift shop and Navy Marine 
Corps Relief Society thrift shop on JBPHH, and from 
donations provided by military personnel and civilians. The 
shoes will again be donated to local charities after the event. 

"We cannot express enough how delighted we are to be 
able to help out and support this very worthwhile cause," said 
Diana Pinard, director of organizational planning and 
operations at the National Kidney Foundation of Hawaii. 

To help spread awareness, COMSUBPAC Sailors are 
encouraged to participate in regional activities throughout the 
month. These include "Bag" Sexual Assault where volunteers 
will bag groceries at the base commissary while giving out 
pertinent sexual assault awareness materials to the community 
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with emphasis of new SAPR policies. A car wash to raise 
sexual assault awareness while collecting donations for local 
agencies that support sexual assault awareness and prevention 
and a SAAM 5-10K walk/run where military, family members 
and civilian personnel participate to promote sexual assault 
awareness. 

"I cannot express enough the importance of all the 
training and events that are taking place to further educate our 
Sailors, civilians and their dependents on how to spot and 
prevent sexual assaults," said Master Chief Aviation 
Boatswain's Mate Marion Rush Jr, COMSUBPAC Force 
Sexual Assault Prevention and Response (SAPR) program 
manager. "Sexual assault prevention and awareness should be 
a concern for all, because it happens to both men and women, 
and has far-reaching effects." 

Sexual Assault Prevention is an important element of the 
readiness area of the 21st century Navy and Marine initiative 
which consolidates a set of objectives and policies, new and 
existing, to maximize Sailor and Marine personal readiness, 
build resiliency and hone the most combat-effective force in 
the history of the department. Scripts and videos for each 
week's theme have been provided to commanding officers to 
help facilitate discussion throughout their commands. These 
engagement products, in addition to talking points, posters and 
other tools, are posted to Navy Personnel Command's Sexual 
Assault and Prevention website, http://www.sapr.navy.mil. 

Help raise awareness by joining the conversation on 
social media using #SAAM. 
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5. #SAAM: CPPD Leans Forward On Training 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 06 APR 12) ... Susan Henson, Center for Personal and Professional Development Public Affairs 

VIRGINIA BEACH, Va. -- The Center for Personal and 
Professional Development (CPPD) began using some of the 
products it created for the Navy's Sexual Assault Awareness 
Month (SAAM) observance to train all hands at CPPD 
headquarters April 5. 

A team at CPPD has been working since late last year to 
create products to train Navy leaders and the fleet on sexual 
assault awareness, prevention and response. Part of the team's 
work included providing facilitation guidance for each week 
of the SAAM training. CPPD's Sexual Assault Prevention and 
Response (SAPR) training for leaders is scheduled to begin 
this summer, with training for the fleet expected to begin soon 
after that. Additionally, CPPD's master train-the-trainer teams 
have been qualifying instructors to teach Bystander 
Intervention (BI) at all Navy "A" schools as part of Sailors' 
Navy Military Training after-hours curricula. The latter effort 
underscores the responsibility each Sailor has to step up and 
step in when situations appear dangerous or threatening. These 
three training products are part of a larger Navy-wide strategy 
addressing changes in attitudes and behaviors about sexual 
assault. 

"If honor, courage and commitment are to mean anything 
to the individual Sailor, it should mean a complete intolerance 
of the destructive behavior we know as sexual assault," said 
CPPD Commanding Officer Capt. John Newcomer in an email 
to the command announcing CPPD's SAAM observance. "It is 
not the problem of an individual ship, or an isolated location, 
or a problem with 'the young.' I expect each of you to take the 
time to better understand what you can do in eliminating this 
crime." 

CPPD headquarters is holding two one-hour training 
sessions for its staff to cover all four themes of SAAM. The 
first hour of training covered the themes "Hurts One" and 
"Affects All." Newcomer, along with CPPD's SAPR point of 
contact Senior Chief Interior Communications Electrician 
(SW/AW) Claudia Seawright, conducted the all hands training 
attended by military and civilian employees. 

Newcomer kicked off the training by emphasizing the 
necessity of talking about sexual assault, even though it's a 
difficult conversation to have in any setting. "This needs to be 
a discussion not just among us in this room. It benefits our 
families, our friends, and all those around us - our shipmates. 

We need to talk to others about it outside our command and 
outside work." 

Topics covered during the hour were victim blaming, the 
role of alcohol in assaults, the fact that a larger number of men 
than women have reported being sexual assault victims, 
consent, the importance of trust in a command for a victim to 
report an assault, and collateral misconduct, such as when a 
victim of sexual assault was engaged in under-age drinking 
when the assault occurred. Wrapping up the training session, 
Newcomer said, "We live on Navy Core Values - and yet we 
have sexual assaults. We're missing something here, and we 
need to make that connection. I need your help in making that 
connection. 

The second one-hour training session is scheduled for 
April 19 at CPPD and will cover weeks three and four themes, 
"Prevention is Everyone's Duty" and "We Will Not Tolerate 
Sexual Assault." 

In addition to SAAM training at CPPD's headquarters, all 
CPPD learning sites are conducting training at the local level 
to meet Navy requirements. 

The "Hurts One" facilitation guidance points out that 
every member of the Navy-Marine Corps team is responsible 
for creating a command climate that is intolerant of sexual 
harassment and sexual assault. "Through all CPPD's products 
we strive to provide relevant training to Sailors that will equip 
them to think critically, act responsibly and lead proactively," 
said Newcomer. "If we succeed in that, then maybe we can 
achieve a culture of professionalism, respect and trust that is 
never tolerant of sexual assault." 

Newcomer welcomed the Navy's focus on SAAM 
throughout April and sees it as an opportunity to raise 
awareness in advance of more in-depth training. "The first two 
SAAM themes of 'Hurts One' and 'Affects All' are more than 
just words. Nearly every single day one of our shipmates is 
sexually assaulted. Nearly every day, a shipmate endures the 
trauma of violation - usually committed by another service 
member and often by someone who outranks the victim," he 
said. "While we may think how tragic that is for the victim, 
the reality is that the victim and his or her entire command can 
be deeply affected by an assault on that one shipmate." 

The Department of Defense's Fiscal Year 2010 Annual 
Report on Sexual Assault reported that sexual assault is 
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incompatible with Navy core values and is corrosive to morale 
and to operational and combat readiness. This crime takes an 
immeasurable toll on the victim and diminishes DoD's overall 
capability by undermining core values, degrading mission 
readiness, subverting strategic goodwill, and raising financial 
costs, the report said. 

"If we're going to stop sexual assault, we have to bring 
this issue out of the dark and into the open," said Seawright. 
"When we talk about victims, these aren't just numbers on a 
report. Each one is an individual whose life was changed 
forever by a senseless crime." 

"It doesn't matter if you've never been a victim. It doesn't 
matter if you think you don't know any victims," said 
Newcomer. "What does matter is to realize this is happening 

and to understand how huge this problem is. It is my problem 
and it is your problem, and each of us needs to be the 
solution." 

Sexual Assault Prevention and Response is an important 
element of the readiness area of the 21st Century Sailor and 
Marine initiative which consolidates a set of objectives and 
policies, new and existing, to maximize Sailor and Marine 
personal readiness, build resiliency and hone the most combat-
effective force in the history of the Navy and Marine Corps. 
The Department of the Navy is working aggressively to 
prevent sexual assaults, to support sexual assault victims, and 
to hold offenders accountable. 

Help raise awareness by joining the conversation on 
social media using #SAAM. 
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6. Admiral: Crash Investigation Will Take Weeks 
(NEWPORT NEWS DAILY PRESS 07 APR 12) ... Hugh Lessig 

VIRGINIA BEACH — The Navy began work on two 
fronts Saturday in the aftermath of a fighter jet crash that 
ripped through an apartment complex: Gathering evidence at 
the scene and meeting with families who lost everything. 

In both cases, top Navy leaders vowed to make things 
right. 

"We'll find out what happened and we'll fix whatever is 
wrong," said Adm. John Harvey, commander, U.S. Fleet 
Forces Command, after inspecting the site. 

The F/A-18D crashed into the Mayfair Mews apartments 
around noon on Friday. Initial comments from Navy leaders 
indicated the jet suffered a "catastrophic mechanical failure." 
Numerous neighbors accustomed to routine jet noise reported 
hearing the engine sputter or go through a series of three 
"pops" that indicated something was wrong. 

The aircraft then went straight up in the air and angled 
toward the ground, nose up, crashing in an open courtyard as 
its two-member crew ejected with seconds to spare. 

First-responders from Virginia Beach secured the crash 
scene Saturday after finding no casualties. Now the Navy will 
begin the painstaking process of gathering evidence, literally 
working from the outside in, picking up pieces as they go. 

Sections and fragments of the aircraft will be transported 
to Hangar 23 at Naval Air Station Oceana. The pieces will be 
laid out and experts familiar with each part of the aircraft will 
examine them for clues. 

"It's going to take weeks to put this all together," Harvey 
said. 

Miraculously, no one was killed or even seriously injured 
in the fiery crash, which damaged or destroyed several 
buildings and some 40 apartments. Those residents lost most 
or all of their possessions. 

The Navy will tap a Defense Department fund to get 
assistance to the victims as soon as possible, said Rear Adm. 
Tim Alexander, commander of Navy Region Mid-Atlantic. 

Later Saturday, families met with Navy officials a short 
distance from the crash site to talk about emergency aid. Also 
on hand were representatives of the Navy's tort claims 
division, Alexander said. 

"They are there to talk about longer-term compensation," 
Alexander said, "that is undoubtedly due in some cases." 

Harvey refused to speculate on a specific cause of the 
crash, insisting that the investigation needed to play out. 

"We will do it in a very measured pace," he said. "We will 
not rush to judgment. We will get everything down. We will 
examine it carefully." 

Rear Adm. Ted Branch is an experienced F-18 combat 
pilot who has flown over Iraq, Lebanon and Bosnia-
Herzegovina. As the commander of Naval Air Force Atlantic, 
he oversees the Navy investigation. 

He said the pilots "deserve a lot of credit" for staying with 
the aircraft until the last possible second. 

"If you look at an aerial view of this area, there aren't any 
open spaces to put the aircraft," he said. "So I think the pilots 
deserve a lot of credit for staying with the airplane as long as 
they could." 

Harvey passed on a question about whether this crash will 
affect the future of Oceana as a base. 

Mark Thompson, writing Saturday in Time magazine's 
military blog, said the crash could increase opposition to 
building an outlying landing field in the region for pilots to 
practice aircraft carrier landings. At a time of tight defense 
budgets, that could make Oceana more vulnerable to closing. 

However, Congress has refused to consider the Obama 
administration's request for another base-closing commission, 
and Harvey said the question of the base's future is best left for 
another day. 

"We're going to have that discussion, absolutely, there's a 
time and place for it," he said. "Today is not the time or place 
to get into that question." 

Broadcast Clip - Adm. John Harvey Fleet Forces 
Commander Gives Statement To Press 

(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 07 APR 12) 
Adm. Harvey says the fact no one died in the Jet crash is a 

miracle. 
View Clip (RT: 2:16) 

Return to Index 
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7. Navy To Begin Giving Crash Funds As Early As Today 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 08 APR 12) ... Mike Connors 

The Navy will begin providing compensation checks as 
early as Monday to residents affected by Friday's crash of a 
Navy jet in Virginia Beach. 

The initial payments are for immediate needs such as 
housing, meals, and clothing, the Navy said in a news release. 
Payments begin at $2,300 for an individual resident and 
increases for additional family members. 

The Navy will have a legal representative and an 
information center at the Mayfair Mews Apartments from 8 
a.m. until 5 p.m. daily beginning Monday. Residents seeking 
emergency funds for housing, food, incidentals and clothing 
must fill out the DD Form 1351-2 posted on the Facebook 
page http://on.fb.me/HnRake. Completed forms must be 
dropped off to the Navy legal representative or faxed to 757-
445-2947. Compensation checks for emergency funds will be 
handed out beginning Monday to those residents that have 
submitted their forms. 

Residents seeking reimbursement from injury property 
damage must fill out Form SF-95, which is available online at 
http://bit.ly/HpIdvT. For assistance completing the form or for 
processing updates, call 757-341-4583. The phone number 
will be operable from 7 a.m. to 5 p.m. starting Monday. 

The Navy has arranged to use checks instead of electronic 
funds transfers, the release said. In addition, the Navy has 
established a call center to provide additional compensation 
information and other resources to the residents. Residents can 
reach the call center at 866-345-8179 or 757-444-4557 from 8 
a.m. to 8 p.m. Counseling and legal services will be available 
at those numbers as well. 

A number of other services have been set up to aid those 
affected by the crash: 

 The Department of Motor Vehicles will have people 
at the Virginia Beach Convention Center for residents 
who need to replace their driver's license or state 
identification. They will be available from 10 a.m. to 
7 p.m. Monday and Tuesday, the release said. 

 The Virginia Beach Department of Human Services 
is available to help residents with mental health 
services or to obtain medications lost in the accident. 
Anyone needing such help should call 757-437-3608. 

 The 24-hour Red Cross Help Line is 757-536-9859. 

Residents will not be allowed into their apartments until 
cleanup efforts are complete, the release said. For retrieval of 
wallets, medications, keys, cell phones and legal documents, 
contact the Virginia Beach Fire Department. 

Vehicles from the Mayfair Mews complex have been 
relocated to the Virginia Beach Convention Center, the release 
said. Registered owners with photo identification will be 
allowed to retrieve their vehicles on Monday and Tuesday 
from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. A locksmith will be available at no cost 
to assist residents who do not have access to their keys. 
Virginia Beach police are providing security for the vehicles. 
Any unclaimed vehicles at the close of business Tuesday will 
be towed to a city lot and owners may call 757-385-3111 to 
locate their vehicle. 

The U.S. Postal Service has been holding mail addressed 
to residents of the apartments. Residents should call their local 
office for pickup. 
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CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
8. Navy: Hornet Has Been A Safe And Reliable Fighter Since The 1980s 
Navy officials call F/A-18 'a terrific aircraft' 
(NEWPORT NEWS DAILY PRESS 07 APR 12) ... Peter Dujardin and Hugh Lessig 

The F/A-18 Hornet, used by both the Navy and Marine 
Corps, is a workhorse, ranking among the most widely-used 
aircraft in the nation's fleet of warplanes. 

And Navy officials say its safety record has been first 
rate. 

"This aircraft is a terrific aircraft," said Adm. John 
Harvey, commander of U.S. Fleet Forces Command, who 
toured the crash site at a Virginia Beach apartment complex 
on Saturday. "It is the foundation of our tactical aviation 
forces ... It is the backbone of our carrier fleet." 

The Hornet, which has been flying since the early 1980s, 
"has established an extraordinary record in operations around 
the globe, in combat, under all kinds of conditions," Harvey 
said. 

Figures on the F/A-18's safety record could not be 
independently determined Saturday, although Harvey termed 
its safety record "extraordinary." 

Rear Adm. Rear Adm. Ted Branch, commander of Naval 
Air Force Atlantic, agreed, calling the jet "a very reliable 

aircraft" and said its mishap rate is "as low as it's ever been in 
naval aviation." 

The plane, originally built by McDonnell Douglas, was 
designed to take on multiple tasks once performed by several 
different planes, said Daniel Rose, a former Navy pilot who is 
now a New York attorney who often handles liability cases 
involving defense contractors, including plane manufacturers. 

"The concept of the F/A-18 was to have it do every 
possible mission off the carrier," he said. "Electronic warfare, 
surveillance, flight refueling and warfare. They've now 
configured the Hornet to do each one of those" and more. 

There are about 325 F/A-18s based at Naval Air Station 
Oceana — a little less than half the Navy's entire fleet of the 
jets, said Cmdr. Phil Rosi, the public affairs officer for Naval 
Air Force Atlantic. The rest of the Navy's Hornets are based in 
California and Japan, he said. 

Although the plane has performed well, there have been 
several deadly crashes involving the Hornet over the years. 

One of the most notorious was in December 2008, when a 
Hornet crashed into two houses in San Diego after the pilot 
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ejected. Two women and two children were killed in one of 
the homes. That crash was attributed to a maintenance 
problem that led to a catastrophic failure. 

On April 6, 2011 — a year ago to the day of Friday's 
crash — an F/A-18 crashed into a field in California's central 
valley, killing both the pilot and weapon systems officer. 

In Friday's crash, the student pilot and his trainer, 
described as very experienced, both ejected following a 
catastrophic system failure minutes after takeoff. 

Rose said that since the plane runs perfectly well on one 
engine, "it seems that both engines were compromised" and 
that there "was a lack of fuel getting to both engines." He said 
the failure could have been caused by a design issue, a 
maintenance issue, a "system logic" issue, or even a bird strike 
in which birds flew into both engines. 

Rose speculated that the pre-crash fuel dump was more 
likely caused by the system failure rather than an intentional 
act on the part of the pilots to reduce the intensity of the after-
crash inferno. 

An intentional dumping, he said, would typically be done 
if there was time to prepare for an emergency landing. 

Rose said that in Friday's scenario, "when you have less 
than a minute to diagnose the problem...all the while thinking 
about saving yourself and trying to save everyone on the 
ground," an intentional fuel dumping would not likely have 
been done. 

Significant military crashes in Hampton Roads: 

 January 1975: A U.S. Air Force Convair was 
returning to Langley Air Force Base from Mississippi 
with seven Air Force personnel on board. It struck a 

Cessna with two Navy personnel on board over the 
James River, four miles west of Newport News. Nine 
people were killed. The victims' bodies were 
recovered from the James River. 

 May 1986: A Navy A-6E Intruder, bound for the 
carrier USS John F. Kennedy off of Puerto Rico, 
crashed on take-off from Oceana, striking a motorist 
driving on Oceana Boulevard. The pilot, another 
crew member, and a 25-year-old pregnant Navy wife 
who was driving the car were killed. 

 June 1992: A U.S. Navy Sikorsky helicopter crashed 
into a river near Virginia Beach during a training 
flight, killing all seven people aboard. 

 October 1996: A Navy F-14 Tomcat based at Oceana 
crashed into the Atlantic Ocean off of North 
Carolina. The radar intercept officer was plucked 
from the sea, but the pilot — whose ejection handle 
failed — was killed. 

 August 2007: Three locally-based Navy Sailors were 
killed when their E-2C Hawkeye crashed in the 
Atlantic Ocean off North Carolina. The plane 
catapulted off the deck of the carrier USS Harry S. 
Trumanand crashed into the water moments later. 

 September 2007: An acrobatic pilot crashed a World 
War II-era plane into a grassy strip at Oceana while 
practicing for an air show, killing the veteran pilot. 
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9. Another Carrier Arrives In Region To Bolster U.S. Navy 
(KHALEEJ TIMES (UAE) 07 APR 12) ... Allan Jacob 

DUBAI - In a significant boost to U.S. naval capabilities 
in the region as tensions with Iran continue over its disputed 
nuclear programme, a second carrier has joined the USS 
Abraham Lincoln in the 5th Fleet area of operations. 

The USS Enterprise, the world’s first nuclear-powered 
aircraft carrier and Carrier Strike Group 12 arrived in the 
region on April 3, officials confirmed to Khaleej Times late on 
Thursday. 

The new strike group consists of the USS Enterprise, 
guided-missile cruiser USS Vicksburg, guided-missile 
destroyers USS Nitze, USS Porter and USS James E. 
Williams. 

In reply to questions from Khaleej Times, Commander 
Amy Derrick-Frost of the U.S. Naval Forces Central 
Command and 5th Fleet, said it was a routine deployment. 

“The presence of two aircraft carriers fluctuates based on 
needs and requirements set by the combatant commander and 
approved by the Joint Staff and the Secretary of Defence, and 
ensures the U.S. military has naval and air capabilities to 
support operations requirements, while adequately meeting 
other security commitments in the region.” 

She said maritime operations were normal in the region 
and there was no sign of aggression from the Iranian navy. 
“All maritime interactions with Iranian naval forces continue 
to be routine and professional.” 

Last month, Admiral Jonathan Greenert, chief of naval 
operations, had said that four more minesweepers and four 

more minesweeping helicopters would be sent to the Arabian 
Gulf. Iran had warned earlier this year that it would close the 
strategic Strait of Hormuz if attacked. 

Commander Derrick-Frost said no additional 
minesweepers had deployed or arrived in the U.S. Fifth Fleet 
area of operations. 

Rear Admiral Walter E. Carter, Commander, Enterprise 
Carrier Strike Group, in a report on the U.S. Navy’s official 
website said: “We’ve trained hard since our last deployment to 
the region making sure that the capabilities we bring remain 
flexible, adaptable and persistent.” 

In the past ten years, there had been three periods of 
additional aircraft carrier presence within the U.S. Central 
Command area ,as part of an increased military presence, said 
Commander Derrick-Frost. In March 2003 two carrier strike 
groups operated in the region simultaneously in support of 
Operation Iraqi Freedom. 

In February 2007, USS John C. Stennis joined USS 
Dwight D. Eisenhower to continue support to operations Iraqi 
Freedom and Enduring Freedom. 

In June 2010, aircraft carrier USS Harry S. Truman 
arrived to relieve USS Dwight D. Eisenhower. 

This will be the final deployment for the Enterprise, 
America’s oldest active-duty warship. She will be 
decommissioned, after 50 years of naval service, said the navy
 official. 
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U.S. carrier strike groups are floating battle-ready units 
with awesome firepower and include a cruiser or destroyer 
squadron. They also have air wings with fighter jets. 

Broadcast Clip - USS Enterprise Air Boss Cmdr Wes 
Bannister Discusses Work And Home 

(YOUTUBE 06 APR 12) U.S. Navy 
USS Enterprise (CVN 65) Air Officer (Air Boss) Cmdr. 

Wesley Bannister, of Anderson, S.C., has been aboard the ship 

for two years. The Air department is comprised of 
approximately 600 Sailors with duties ranging from aviation 
fuels to aircraft handling and arresting gear and catapults. 
From the ship's island based tower, he can see and control the 
airspace out five miles out and up to 3,000 feet above the ship. 

View Clip (RT: 3:07) 
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10. New U.S. Navy Amphibious Assault Ship Enters Sasebo Port 
(KYODO NEWS 09 APR 12) 

SASEBO, Japan -- The Bonhomme Richard, a U.S. Navy 
amphibious assault ship, arrived at a naval base in Sasebo, 
Nagasaki Prefecture, on Monday to replace the Essex, the 
amphibious assault ship currently stationed there, on April 23. 

The Bonhomme Richard, which can carry MV-22 Osprey 
tiltrotor aircraft, is believed to have been sent to the 
southwestern city for the assignment of the aircraft to the 

Marine Corps' Futenma Air Station in Okinawa Prefecture as 
early as in the second half of this year. 

The U.S. military began stationing an amphibious assault 
ship in Sasebo in 1992 to help Marine landing forces, 
stationed in Okinawa, deploy to other areas. The Bonhomme 
Richard will be the third such ship assigned to the navy base. 
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11. Indo-U.S. Naval Exercise Begins 
(THE TIMES OF INDIA 09 APR 12) 

VISAKHAPATNAM -- The annual Indo-U.S. naval 
exercise, Malabar-2012, commenced in the Bay of Bengal at 
Chennai coast on Saturday. The 10-day long exercise would 
see the participation of frontline units from both countries. 

The focus areas of the exercise include air defence, 
helicopter cross deck operations and anti-submarine warfare. 

The U.S. Navy is being represented by ships from Carrier 
Task Force 70 of the Seventh Fleet which is based at 
Yokosuka in Japan. 

The Indian Navy is being represented by the indigenously 
built guided missile frigate INS Satpura, guided missile 
destroyers INS Ranvijay and INS Ranvir and fleet tanker INS 
Shakti. Malabar-2012 is the 16th in a series of bilateral 
exercises since 1992. 

U.S. Naval Vessel USS Bunker Hill Reaches Chennai 
Port Ahead of Military Exercise 

(PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 08 APR 12) 
CHENNAI -- Ahead of the Indo-U.S. military exercise 

'Malabar' in the Bay of Bengal from April 9, guided-missile 
cruiser USS Bunker Hill, one of the vessels in the seventh 
fleet of the United States Navy, docked at Chennai port on 
Saturday. 

Apart from USS Bunker Hill, crew from aircraft carrier 
USS Carl Vinson, guided-missile destroyer USS Halsey, a 

logistics ship, a P-3C aircraft and a submarine will take part in 
the exercise, officials said. 

INS Satpura, INS Ranvir, INS Ranvijay, INS Kulish and 
INS Shakti would represent the Indian side. 

The exercise will have two phases during which Indian 
and U.S. navies will demonstrate their ocean defence 
capabilities off the eastern seaboard in the Bay of Bengal, 
from Visakhapatnam to the Andaman and Nicobar Islands that 
guards approaches to the Strait of Malacca, one of the world's 
busiest waterways, officials said. 

While Phase I will be conducted in the vicinity of 
Chennai, Phase II will be conducted in the Bay of Bengal and 
west of Nicobar Islands. 

"(The) training will include subject matter expert and 
professional exchanges on counter-piracy operations, carrier 
aviation operations, maritime patrol and reconnaissance 
operations and anti-submarine warfare operations," a U.S. 
Navy release said. 

Events planned include communications exercises, 
surface action group operations, helicopter cross-deck 
evolutions, visit, board, search and seizure, maritime strike, air 
defence and encounter exercises, the release said. 
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12. Croatian Children Visit Swift 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 06 APR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist Seaman Apprentice Erik Luebke, Navy Public Affairs 
Support Element-East Detachment Europe 

SPLIT, Croatia -- Children living at the Maestral 
orphanage received a guided tour aboard the High Speed 
Vessel Swift (HSV) 2 at Lora Naval Base Split, Croatia, April 
5. 

The tour provided the children a chance to meet Sailors 
and help increase ties between Croatia and the United States. 

"It's always nice to have the kids come on board and show 
them what it's all about," said Hospital Corpsman 1st Class 

Jose Vargas. "It's cool to see how wide their eyes get when 
they see the ship up close." 

The children saw several parts of the ship, including the 
gym, the galley, and the flight deck. At the end of their tour 
Lt. Cmdr. Charles Eaton, Swift's officer in charge, presented 
the children with the ship's coin as a memento of their visit. 

"This was something special for all of us," said one of the 
children through a translator. "It was something we've never 
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seen before. Everyone is also very glad that we got a memento 
of the ship." 

Swift, homeported out of Norfolk, Va., is a U.S. Military 
Sealift Command-chartered High-Speed Vessel, and is 

currently deployed to the U.S. Navy's 6th Fleet area of 
responsibility in support of theater security cooperation 
efforts. 
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13. USS Santa Fe Receives Navy Unit Commendation 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 06 APR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Ronald Gutridge, Commander, Submarine Force, 
U.S. Pacific Fleet Public Affairs 

PEARL HARBOR, Hawaii -- The commander of 
Submarine Force, U.S. Pacific Fleet presented the Navy Unit 
Commendation award to the crew of the Los Angeles-class 
fast-attack submarine USS Santa Fe (SSN 763) at the Pearl 
Harbor Submarine Park and Parche Memorial on Joint Base 
Pearl Harbor-Hickam., Hawaii, April 5. 

Rear Adm. Frank Caldwell recognized the crew of Santa 
Fe for their outstanding performance during their last 
deployment from Feburary 2011 to August 2011. 

According to the award citation Santa Fe's crew, 
"skillfully conducted four operations of great importance to 
national security by safely operating in a demanding and 
challenging undersea environment, directly enhancing fleet, 
theater and national objectives. The crew displayed 
exceptional tactical skill, tenacity and perseverance while 
operating under extremely challenging conditions to prepare 
the battle space for future operations. Santa Fe's tactical 
acumen was further displayed by their highly successful 
participation in exercise Malabar, a bilateral exercise with the 
Indian navy." 

Santa Fe's commanding officer, Cmdr. David Adams, 
credits the award to the crew's hard work and dedication. 

"The Navy Unit Commendation awarded to the Santa Fe 
really highlights the best things about our deployments and 
how we go out and defend the nation," said Adams. "The 
crew's performance throughout the deployment was 
outstanding. I am very proud to be a part of this team and to be 
able to see the crew get recognized for all their hard work." 

Established by the secretary of the Navy Dec. 18, 1944, 
and awarded by the secretary with the approval of the 
President, this unit commendation is conferred on any ship, 
aircraft, detachment or other unit of the U.S. Navy or Marine 
Corps which distinguished itself for extremely meritorious 
service in support of military operations, which were 
outstanding when compared to other units performing similar 
service. 

Santa Fe is currently assigned to Commander, Submarine 
Squadron 7 and is the second ship to be named in honor of the 
capital city of New Mexico. As an improved Los Angeles-
class, it features retractable bow planes and 12 vertical launch 
tubes for cruise missile strikes. 
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14. Navy Ship San Diego Arrives At Its Namesake Port 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 06 APR 12) ... Jeanette Steele 

Carne asada burritos. The Gaslamp. Fifteenth Street beach 
in Del Mar. 

The crew of the new amphibious ship San Diego, which 
arrived at its namesake home port Friday morning, came ready 
to enjoy all that’s best about its new city. 

The ship, fresh from a Mississippi shipyard, passed Point 
Loma and entered San Diego Bay at 9 a.m. Friday. After 
slowly parading through the bay, it pulled into Naval Base San 
Diego, its new home. 

This San Antonio-class amphibious transport dock ship is 
the fourth Navy ship to be named for San Diego but the first to 
be stationed here. 

Also, it’s the only Navy ship to currently be home-ported 
in the city it’s named for, said skipper Cmdr. Kevin Meyers. 

The ship arrived off the coast Thursday afternoon and 
anchored near the Silver Strand overnight. 

“It was great to see the San Diego sunset off in the 
distance last night,” said Meyers, who has been a Mira Mesa 
resident for more than a decade. 

Chief Petty Officer Chris Wright is a senior Sailor on the 
crew. As a native of the South Bay, he’s been giving advice to 
novice crew members on the finer points of American’s finest 
city. 

“I’ve been telling them about carne asada burritos and 
carne asada fries,” said Wright, who attended Mar Vista and 
Southwest high schools. 

El Cajon native Ens. George Boatbright planned to hit the 
beach at Del Mar. A 2010 graduate of the U.S. Naval 
Academy, the San Diego was his first pick for a first ship. 

Aside from wanting to get back home, he’s something of 
a legacy. His great uncle was on the crew of the former San 
Diego, a famous World War II-era light cruiser. 

There’s a memorial to that ship along Harbor Drive with 
his uncle’s name on it. Boatbright remembers visiting it as a 
child. 

“We’ve got some big shoes to fill,” the Francis Parker 
School alumnus said. 

According to naval tradition, a ship named for a city 
carries local memorabilia aboard. The San Diego is still 
working on that. 

Street signs bearing the San Diego city crest are a start. 
Kensington Drive and Balboa Avenue are represented by signs 
in a corridor and mess hall. The crew hopes that more 
mementos will come before the May 19 commissioning 
ceremony at Navy Pier on the downtown waterfront. 

A surfboard mounted on the bridge? The movie 
“Anchorman” on repeat in the mess hall? 

The skipper said they are still taking suggestions. A 
civilian committee formed to plan the commissioning event is 
leading the effort, since the ship crew can’t solicit gifts. The 
committee’s website is www.lpd22.com. 
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On a serious note, organizers already plan to honor a 
fallen Marine from San Diego with a portrait donated by his 
family, Meyers said. 

The San Diego is, after all, an amphibious ship, designed 
to transport Marines and their gear on missions around the 
world. 

The 684-foot ship can carry up to 1,000 Marines in 
addition to the 360-Sailor crew. The rear of the ship opens so 
water can rush in and the Marines can rush out in their beach-
storming equipment. 

The ship cost $1.3 billion and is the sixth of the San 
Antonio class, a group of vessels that was plagued with 
defects in earlier models. 

The San Diego experienced a problem last month, but not 
with machinery. 

The then-skipper, Cmdr. Jon Haydel, was relieved of 
command March 12, three days before the ship left 
Huntington Ingalls shipyard in Pascagoula, Miss. The reason 
given was allegations of personal misconduct. A source with 
knowledge of the situation said the alleged misconduct didn’t 
involve any other members of the crew. 

Meyers, who had just finished commanding a similar 
ship, the Green Bay, was rushed back into the captain’s chair. 

“That was a situation where the chief of staff said some 
people only get the opportunity to command at sea once in 
their life. You have the rare opportunity to do it twice. The 
downside is you’re going to do it in about one hour,” Meyers 
said Friday. 

The ship sailed through the Panama Canal and made a 
port visit at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, on its way to San Diego. 
Meyers said the ship performed well. 

A new commanding officer is expected to be assigned to 
the San Diego after the May commissioning. 

The San Diego’s crew, dressed in formal white uniforms, 
stood along the deck of their ship to greet their new city 
Friday. 

Petty Officer 3rd Class Thomas Harkins, 21, was among 
them. He hails from a small town in Mississippi, and his only 
cultural references for San Diego are the movies 
“Anchorman” and “Top Gun.” 

He is looking forward to “fist pumping” — that means 
partying, he said — in the downtown Gaslamp Quarter and 
visiting the San Diego Zoo and SeaWorld. 

Also, he said, “I want to learn to surf.” 
Broadcast Clip - USS San Diego Arrives At New Home 

Port 
4th Ship To Be Named For SD, First To Be Home Ported 

Here 

(KGTV ABC SAN DIEGO 06 APR 12) Rachel Bianco 
SAN DIEGO -- The Navy's newest warship, named after 

San Diego, pulled into its new home port in its namesake city 
Friday. 

The ship was welcomed to its new home-port at Naval 
Base San Diego with water cannons from a tugboat and 
cheering crowds. 

“This is the first ship to be named for a city that will 
actually be home-ported in the city it’s named after,” said 
Commander Kevin Meyers, captain of the USS San Diego. 

The USS San Diego, an amphibious transport dock, has 
been at sea the last three weeks after it departed a shipyard in 
Mississippi. 

The vessel made port calls at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, and 
Cartagena, Colombia, before it transited the Panama Canal 
and turned north for its new home. 

"For many of my crew, the sail around to San Diego has 
been something they have longed for," said Cmdr. Kevin 
Meyers, the commanding officer. "We all want to reunite with 
our families, to become an operational warship of the fleet, 
and to proudly represent the Navy with the city's namesake." 

The ship, LPD 22, is not the first ship to be named after 
the city: The craft is the fourth named for San Diego. 

Near the Midway Museum is a memorial dedicated to the 
crew of a World War II cruiser also named San Diego, the 
second most decorated ship in the second World War, as well 
as the first allied warship to sail into Tokyo Bay after the war 
ended. 

Once commissioned, the vessel and its crew will begin 
sea trials to test the ship's systems and complete certifications 
as part of an Amphibious Ready Group. 

“It took me 17 years to get back to San Diego, with tours 
in Iraq and Afghanistan, but when the opportunity came, I was 
able to get on this ship,” said Chief Petty Officer Chris 
Wright, a San Diego native. 

The ship will be commissioned May 19th at Navy Pier 
near the Midway and be open for public tours. 

View Clip (RT: 1:45) 
Broadcast Clip - USS San Diego Pulls Into Home Port 
(KFMB CBS SAN DIEGO 06 APR 12) Marcella Lee 
The latest ship to be named after San Diego pulled into its 

new home port in its namesake city Friday. 
The USS San Diego, an amphibious transport dock, has 

been at sea the last three weeks after it departed a shipyard in 
Mississippi. The vessel made port calls at Guantanamo Bay, 
Cuba, and Cartagena, Colombia, before it transited the 
Panama Canal and turned north for its new home. 

View Clip (RT: 1:52) 
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15. Navy Installations To Conduct Exercise Citadel Pacific In April 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 06 APR 12) ... Commander, Navy Installations Command Public Affairs 

WASHINGTON -- Commander, Navy Installations 
Command (CNIC) and Commander, U.S. Pacific Fleet 
(PACFLT) will conduct Exercise Citadel Pacific 2012 (CP-12) 
on naval installations throughout the U.S. Pacific Command 
area of responsibility including regions Hawaii, Joint Region 
Marianas (Guam), Japan, and Singapore. 

This annual exercise is designed to enhance the training 
and readiness of Navy security forces to respond to threats to 

installations and units. CP-12 is not in response to any specific 
threat, but is a regularly scheduled exercise. 

There is the possibility of increased patrols on and around 
Navy installations as a result of this planned exercise. 
Measures have been taken to minimize disruptions to normal 
base and station operations, but there may be times when the 
exercise causes increased traffic around bases or delays in 
base access. Area residents may also see increased security 
activity associated with the exercise. 
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During the exercise, personnel and visitors traveling to 
and from Navy installations in these Regions may adjust their 

schedules to accommodate any possible delays. 
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16. No Injuries In UK Military Helicopter Mishap In AZ 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 08 APR 12) 

EL CENTRO, Calif. — A British Chinook helicopter 
made an emergency landing during an exercise in the Arizona 
desert, U.S. and British military officials said. Seven people 
were sent to the hospital for evaluations but all were reported 
uninjured. 

The crew was practicing how to land the aircraft 15 miles 
northeast of Yuma Saturday afternoon when "something went 
wrong," said Michelle Dee, a spokeswoman for Naval Air 
Facility El Centro in California. 

The British Defense Ministry in London on Sunday 
confirmed it was an emergency landing during an exercise. 

"The incident is under investigation. No personnel were 
injured," a statement said. 

Dee had said earlier that the seven suffered minor injuries 
and were sent to the hospital for evaluations as a precaution. 

The spokeswoman said she didn't know how many people 
were aboard the aircraft or their nationalities. The Defense 
Ministry also did not provide those details. 

The helicopter sustained damage but Dee said she didn't 
know the extent. 

The officials didn't provide any information on what 
prompted the emergency landing. 

The Chinook was operating out of the naval base in 
California's Imperial Valley. The facility hosts allied troops 
throughout the year for training over the California-Arizona 
border because the area's craggy mountains and hot, dusty 
conditions are similar to Afghanistan's harsh environment. The 
clear weather also allows for constant flying. 

In February, seven Marines were killed when two 
helicopters crashed in midair during a routine exercise over 
the Yuma Training Range Complex. 

The Yuma County Sheriff's office didn't immediately 
return a call for comment. 
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GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
17. U.S. Expected To Keep Up Asian Military Presence 
Ng Eng Hen thinks budget cuts won't affect U.S. defence capabilities 
(SINGAPORE STRAITS TIMES 07 APR 12) ... Chua Chin Hon 

WASHINGTON--Singapore welcomes the United States' 
continuing commitment to the Asia-Pacific, visiting Defence 
Minister Ng Eng Hen has said, noting that he thought the U.S. 
would keep up its presence even in the face of proposed 
defence budget cuts. 

He noted that even when the U.S. was stretched with the 
Iraq and Afghanistan wars, Singapore did not see any 
reduction in the U.S. presence in the region, or its usage of the 
Paya Lebar Air Base or Changi Naval Base. Singapore has 
given U.S. military aircraft and ships access to its facilities 
since 1990. 

Nor did the minister think proposed budget cuts would 
affect U.S. military capabilities. “The U.S. commitment to its 
defence expenditure is still sizeable, and is as much as the 
(combined total of the) next eight to nine countries... So a 
sense of perspective is useful. The U.S. will continue to be a 
dominant power,” he said. 

Even though there is growing talk of China’s rising 
military prowess, Dr Ng said he did not foresee a future 
scenario where China, or any other country for that matter, 
would replace the U.S. as Singapore’s closest security partner. 

“The direct question is whether you see anyone 
supplanting the U.S., and the answer is no,” the minister told 
The Straits Times in an interview here. “There are just not that 
many militaries with the kind of capabilities the U.S. has.” 

Questions surrounding the shifting balance of power in 
the Asia-Pacific and how countries respond to the new 
dynamics have been raised during Dr Ng’s visit to the U.S. 
capital this week, his first in his capacity as Defence Minister. 

In Washington, there has been considerable debate of late 
about whether the major defence cuts would compromise the 
U.S.’ staying power or hurt its ability to fulfill some critical 
goals, including the Obama administration’s efforts to “pivot” 
towards the Asia-Pacific region. 

The Pentagon’s budget is expected to shrink by US$487 
billion (S$613 billion) over the next decade as part of broader 
plans by Washington to rein in the country’s runaway fiscal 
deficit. The defence cuts could even rise to US$1 trillion if 
lawmakers fail to agree on alternative cuts. 

Dr Ng said it was natural that countries would want to 
develop their militaries as their economies grew. In this 
regard, China was no different from others. 

It would be better for countries to invest more of their 
time in building mutual trust instead of making predictions 
about the trajectory of other states. 

“The more sensible thing for us to do is to spend time 
investing in a framework that institutionalizes the avenues for 
communication and dialogue,” he said. 

ASEAN has been leading efforts in recent years to build 
such a framework. One initiative, the ASEAN Defence 
Ministers’ Meeting-plus (ADMM-PLUS), has helped bring 
together 18 countries in the region and could become a key 
anchor for Asia-Pacific defence-related issues. 

The meetings, first held in 2010, have been designed to go 
beyond mere dialogue to also focus on practical cooperation in 
areas such as humanitarian assistance, maritime security, 
counter-terrorism and peacekeeping operations. 

Dr Ng said he considered Washington’s participation in 
the new initiative to be “indispensable”, but at the same time 
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urged the U.S. to do more to engage regional stakeholders to 
build confidence. 

“Presence alone does not automatically confer stability,” 
said Dr Ng, who wrapped up his four-day trip visiting 

Singaporean troops based in Idaho’s Mountain Home Air 
Force Base on Friday. 
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18. SDF, U.S. Ships Deployed For North's Rocket 
Three Japanese destroyers head to East China Sea to intercept debris 
(KYODO NEWS 08 APR 12) 

Three Maritime Self-Defense Force destroyers departed 
for the East China Sea Saturday ahead of a planned rocket 
launch by North Korea. 

The Kirishima and the Chokai, equipped with sea-based 
interceptor missiles and Aegis combat systems, left the Sasebo 
naval base in Nagasaki Prefecture, while the Myoko left 
Maizuru base in Kyoto Prefecture to shoot down the rocket if 
it begins falling over Japanese territory. 

Meanwhile, an Aegis-equipped ship from the U.S. Navy 
left the Sasebo base later Saturday. 

To brace for the planned launch, ground-based Patriot 
Advanced Capability-3 interceptors will also be deployed at 
four locations in Okinawa Prefecture, including Miyako and 
Ishigaki islands in the East China Sea. 

PAC-3 antimissile batteries were also deployed Saturday 
at Self-Defense Forces bases and training areas in the Tokyo 
metropolitan area, specifically in the capital's Ichigaya district, 
Narashino in Chiba Prefecture, and Asaka in Saitama 
Prefecture. 

The moves come in the wake of North Korea's 
announcement in March that it will launch an "Earth 
observation satellite" to mark the April 15 centennial of 
founding father Kim Il Sung's birth. 

Japan and many other nations, however, believe the 
launch is actually a long-range ballistic missile test in 
violation of U.N. Security Council resolutions. 

Pyongyang's planned launch was high on the agenda 
during talks Saturday in Ningbo, China, between the Foreign 
Minister Koichiro Genba and his South Korean counterpart. 

Genba and Kim Sung Hwan discussed the potential 
response by Japan and South Korea if Pyongyang proceeds 
with the launch, Japanese officials said, declining to reveal 
what actions the two ministers discussed. 

If North Korea blasts the rocket into space, the 
international community should view it as violating a U.N. 
Security Council resolution that bans ballistic missile launches 
by Pyongyang, and deal with the matter in "an appropriate 
manner," a Japanese official said. 

"We are still at the stage of strongly calling for restraint 
by North Korea," was all the official would say when asked if 
Genba and Kim had discussed a possible new Security 
Council resolution to impose tighter sanctions on Pyongyang. 

The two ministers also reaffirmed they will act in unison 
when dealing with the new North Korean regime of Kim Jong 
Un, especially at a time when the threatened rocket launch has 
escalated tensions in the region, according to the officials 

The talks came ahead of a trilateral meeting Sunday with 
Chinese Foreign Minister Yang Jiechi in Ningbo, at which the 
three countries are likely to urge North Korea to scrub the 
launch. 

Japan, China and South Korea are also expected to speed 
up preparations to allow their respective leaders to agree to 
launch negotiations on a trilateral free-trade agreement at a 
summit scheduled in May in Beijing, the officials said. 
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19. South Korea Suspects That North May Test Nuclear Device As Well As Rocket 
(NEW YORK TIMES 09 APR 12) ... Choe Sang-Hun 

SEOUL, South Korea — North Korea appears to be 
preparing for its third underground nuclear test even as it 
presses ahead with assembling a long-range rocket for its 
planned launching of a satellite this month, a South Korean 
government spokesman said Sunday. 

Unconfirmed South Korean news reports in the past two 
years have claimed that North Korea was digging new tunnels 
at its Punggye-ri nuclear test site in Kilju, near the 
northeastern tip of the country, to follow up on two 
underground tests it conducted there in 2006 and 2009. 

On Sunday, the government spokesman, who spoke on 
the condition of anonymity because he said he could not talk 
on the record on intelligence matters, said satellite images 
showed a growing pile of earth near the entrance of one 
tunnel, and government analysts said they considered it a 
potential sign of preparations for a test. A large amount of 
earth is needed to seal a tunnel before detonating a nuclear 
device inside. 

The spokesman was confirming reports carried Sunday by 
the South Korean national news agency, Yonhap, and other 

national news outlets. The domestic news media reports were 
identical in their wording and details. South Korean television 
stations also carried satellite images showing the pile but did 
not reveal who had provided them. 

The main opposition Democratic United Party accused 
the government’s National Intelligence Service of leaking the 
information to the domestic news media ahead of 
Wednesday’s parliamentary elections. Party officials said they 
suspected that the spy agency was trying to help the 
conservative governing party by emphasizing the North’s 
nuclear threat. 

“North Korea has been hinting at a possible nuclear test 
for a month,” said Park Yong-jin, a spokesman for the 
opposition party. “We wonder why the National Intelligence 
Service was highlighting this to the people and news media 
now, only three days before the election.” 

During a campaign speech on Sunday, Park Geun-hye, the 
leader of the governing New Frontier Party, sought to 
consolidate conservative support by mentioning the news 
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reports about a possible North Korean nuclear test and the 
planned satellite launching. 

The spy agency, which denies meddling in domestic 
politics, declined to comment on the opposition’s claim. 

North Korea’s planned satellite launching, scheduled for 
sometime between Thursday and next Monday, had already 
deepened international tensions. The United States and its 
allies have warned that launching a missile would further 
isolate the North by prompting more severe enforcement of 
international sanctions. 

North Korea has repeatedly signaled its determination to 
launch the satellite. 

The South Korean government spokesman also confirmed 
that the latest satellite images showed all three stages of a 
rocket placed on the North’s launching pad. In a dispatch from 
the Tongchang-ri launching site, The Associated Press also 
confirmed that the rocket was in position. The A.P.’s 
journalists were among the foreign reporters invited to observe 
the launching. 

Last month, North Korea’s Foreign Ministry warned 
Washington that the cancellation of promised food aid in 
retaliation for the launching would automatically kill a Feb. 29 
deal in which North Korea agreed to a moratorium on uranium 
enrichment and long-range missile and nuclear tests. 

North Korea’s two previous nuclear tests involved 
plutonium devices. If the country attempts a third test, analysts 
have said, it may use a nuclear device fueled by highly 
enriched uranium. North Korea revealed an advanced, 
industrial-scale uranium enrichment plant in 2010, though it is 
unclear how much highly enriched uranium it has acquired. 

North Korea says it has been planning its satellite 
launching for several years to coincide with national 

celebrations of the 100th birthday this year of Kim Il-sung, its 
revered national founder and the grandfather of its new leader, 
Kim Jong-un. But American officials say they believe that 
North Korea’s satellite program is a cover for developing 
intercontinental ballistic missiles that might someday be able 
to deliver nuclear warheads. 

North Korea conducted its two previous nuclear tests after 
the United Nations Security Council imposed more sanctions 
to punish it for a long-range missile test in 2006 and its 
Kwangmyongsong-2 satellite launching in 2009. 

Many analysts have feared a repeat of the cycle of 
confrontation if North Korea launches a new satellite this 
month. 

After the 2009 nuclear test, the Security Council adopted 
a resolution demanding that North Korea not launch any 
rockets using ballistic missile technology, like the one it now 
plans. 

The Chinese foreign minister has told his Japanese and 
South Korean counterparts that Beijing is worried about the 
situation on the Korean Peninsula, the Chinese state-run news 
agency, Xinhua, reported Sunday. The foreign minister, Yang 
Jiechi, held separate meetings with the envoys from Seoul and 
Tokyo in the eastern Chinese city of Ningbo on Saturday. 

Without specifically mentioning the planned North 
Korean launching, Xinhua said Mr. Yang had expressed 
concerns over the “latest development on the Korean 
Peninsula.” He was also quoted as urging “all sides” to keep 
calm and exercise restraint. 

The United States, South Korea and Japan have been 
calling on China to become more aggressive in curbing 
provocative behavior by North Korea, which relies on the 
Chinese for aid and support. 
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20. N. Korea Rocket Launch Draws More Worry Than Iran's 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 08 APR 12) ... Eric Talmadge 

TOKYO — Just two months ago, amid celebrations of the 
1979 Islamic Revolution, an Iranian rocket roared off a 
military launch pad and placed a 110-pound Earth observation 
satellite into orbit. The U.S. State Department grumbled about 
possible missile applications, but that was pretty much it. 

Now it's North Korea's turn. As it prepares to launch a 
rocket to celebrate the 100th anniversary of the birthday of its 
founder, it too is telling the world that its goal is to get a 
satellite into orbit. It is even promising to give international 
observers front-row seats at its newly built launch facility — 
just like Iran did in February. 

But the international condemnation is much louder over 
the satellite launch North Korea plans sometime between 
April 12 and 16. The U.S. is promising to scrap a just-signed 
food aid deal if the rocket is launched. Tokyo and Seoul have 
vowed to shoot it down if it veers off course. Russia and 
China, which have long-standing ties with the North, have 
urged Pyongyang to rethink its plans. 

Though the international community is concerned about 
both countries' satellite launches, which require technology 
also needed to launch missiles, Pyongyang's efforts are seen as 
a greater threat, in part because it already is believed to be 
capable of producing nuclear weapons. 

Experts also are more skeptical of North Korea's claim 
that its launch is a scientific mission. It has nothing to show 

for nearly 15 years of off-and-on efforts to launch a satellite, 
in contrast to Iran, which has successfully launched three. 

While the two countries, which have a long history of 
cooperating to develop long-range missiles, appear to be 
pulling pages out of the same playbook, experts say 
Pyongyang's launch plans are particularly bold. 

"They are deliberately pushing the envelope," said James 
Moltz, a professor at the U.S. Naval Postgraduate School in 
Monterey, California. 

Moltz said the launches underscore how both countries, 
isolated from the international community, "are struggling to 
develop military capabilities that no one else wants them to 
get." 

For Iran, long-range missiles are seen as a key to keeping 
Israel at bay. North Korea wants a credible threat to counter 
the United States. Nothing could accomplish that better than 
raising the fear that it will put a nuclear weapon on the tip of 
an intercontinental ballistic missile, though North Korea is not 
yet believed to be capable of making weapons small enough. 

Developing missiles is a tricky game for both countries. 
North Korea is under heavy U.N. sanctions to prevent it from 
conducting any ballistic missile tests. Iran is under sanctions 
preventing other nations from selling it missile-related 
technology. 
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Even so, conducting satellite launches helps both 
countries achieve military goals, though they have had 
different levels of success. 

North Korea first tried to launch a satellite back in 1998. 
It tried again in 2006 and 2009, but international observers say 
neither succeeded. 

Iran launched its first satellite aboard an Iranian-built 
rocket in 2009 and its second in June last year. In February, it 
successfully launched the Navid satellite into orbit with a 
missile launch-vehicle called the Safir. 

But playing the satellite card has two big pluses for North 
Korea and Iran. 

The launches augment data for military programs and at 
the same time boost national pride, just as the U.S., Soviet 
and, more recently, Chinese space programs have done for 
their countries. 

Iran and North Korea claim their satellite launches are for 
strictly peaceful purposes, and say they have a sovereign right 
to space programs. 

Recent satellite work by South Korea could complicate 
efforts to get North Korea to stop, said physicist David Wright 
of the Union of Concerned Scientists. 

"South Korea has developed a space launcher — 
interestingly, using Russian technology — and has been trying 
to place satellites in orbit," Wright said. "South Korea is 
currently negotiating with the U.S. to allow it to deploy 
missiles with longer range — the current range limit is 300-
600 kilometers (185-370 miles). So North Korea is likely 
feeling a double standard, and probably does not want to be 
shown up by South Korea." 

Cooperation between Iran and North Korea on missile 
technology goes back at least two decades. 

Iran is believed to have begun cooperating with North 
Korea on the development of a medium-range missile in the 
early 1990s. The North Koreans also provided Soviet-
designed Scud short-range ballistic missiles and the industrial 
and technical infrastructure for Iran to produce the missiles 
domestically. 

"Iran is now considered more advanced than the North 
Koreans in missile technology — particularly in the category 
of solid-fueled missiles," said Greg Thielmann, a former 
senior U.S. intelligence official who is now at the Washington, 
D.C.-based Arms Control Association. "I think Iran no longer 
needs North Korean help to continue making advances in 
improving its ballistic missiles." 

Thielmann said Iranian launches suggest it is making 
significant progress. 

"The second stage of the Safir-2 space launch vehicle 
exhibited technical features — gimbaled engines and higher-
energy fuel — not previously seen in either Iran or North 
Korea," he said. He also said Iran is developing a two-stage, 
solid-fuel, medium-range ballistic missile that is "superior to 
any the North Koreans possess." 

Iran's claim to having ambitions beyond missile testing 
for its satellite program is also seen as more credible than 
North Korea's. It has followed a rather predictable pattern of 
developing its space program with considerable foreign 
cooperation, which North Korea has shown little interest in. 

"In Iran, you can observe a rational, logical, slow but 
steady program that is aimed at space launches, with expected 
failures and impressive successes," said Markus Schiller, an 
analyst with Schmucker Technologie in Germany and a 
leading expert on North Korean missiles. "In North Korea, 
you only see singular events now and then, with no clear line 
or rationale visible." 

Schiller said military analysts will be watching closely to 
see how much the Unha-3 rocket North Korea plans to launch 
resembles the Iranian Safir. The upper stages of the rocket 
North Korea used in its 2009 launch bore several similarities 
to the Safir, which suggests ongoing collaboration between the 
two programs. 

"It is known that North Korean rocket experts were in 
Iran in the 1990s," he said. "Personally, I would expect a 
continuing cooperation between these countries on the missile-
rocket sector, but it remains unclear to what degree they still 
cooperate." 
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21. U.S. Defines Its Demands For New Round Of Talks With Iran 
(NEW YORK TIMES 08 APR 12) ... David E. Sanger and Steven Erlanger 

WASHINGTON — The Obama administration and its 
European allies plan to open new negotiations with Iran by 
demanding the immediate closing and ultimate dismantling of 
a recently completed nuclear facility deep under a mountain, 
according to American and European diplomats. 

They are also calling for a halt in the production of 
uranium fuel that is considered just a few steps from bomb 
grade, and the shipment of existing stockpiles of that fuel out 
of the country, the diplomats said. 

That negotiating position will be the opening move in 
what President Obama has called Iran’s “last chance” to 
resolve its nuclear confrontation with the United Nations and 
the West diplomatically. The hard-line approach would 
require the country’s military leadership to give up the Fordo 
enrichment plant outside the holy city of Qum, and with it a 
huge investment in the one facility that is most hardened 
against airstrikes. 

While it is unclear whether the allies would accept 
anything less than closing and disassembling Fordo, 

government and outside experts say the terms may be 
especially difficult for Iran’s leaders to accept when they need 
to appear strong in the face of political infighting. 

Still, Mr. Obama and his allies are gambling that crushing 
sanctions and the threat of Israeli military action will bolster 
the arguments of those Iranians who say a negotiated 
settlement is far preferable to isolation and more financial 
hardship. Other experts fear the tough conditions being set 
could instead swing the debate in favor of Iran’s hard-liners. 

“We have no idea how the Iranians will react,” one senior 
administration official said. “We probably won’t know after 
the first meeting.” But the next round of oil sanctions, he 
noted, kicks in early this summer. 

The bitter tension among competing factions inside Iran’s 
leadership, only some of it related to the nuclear issue, may 
explain the country’s continued haggling about the venue of 
the talks, planned for Friday. In recent days, Iran has changed 
its position and balked at holding them in Istanbul, demanding 
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a move to what Tehran calls more neutral territory, like Iraq or 
China. 

The shift has underscored doubts among Obama 
administration officials and their European partners about 
Iran’s readiness to negotiate seriously and to finally answer 
questions from international nuclear inspectors about its 
program’s “possible military dimensions.” Those questions are 
based in part on evidence that Iran may have worked on 
warhead designs and nuclear triggers. 

In what may be a sign of the competing, and sometimes 
confusing, views in Iran, a leading lawmaker, Gholamreza 
Mesbahi Moghadam, said on Friday that his country “has the 
scientific and technological capability” to produce a nuclear 
weapon “but will never choose this path.” The statement 
appeared to be an effort to put Iran in the company of nuclear-
capable states that have committed not to produce a weapon, 
like Japan. But the statement, which appeared on the 
Parliament’s Web site, was taken down by late Saturday, 
possibly signaling discord. 

There is disagreement among the Western allies about 
whether Iran’s leaders have made a political decision to pursue 
a nuclear weapon. American intelligence agencies have stuck 
to a 2007 intelligence assessment, which found that Iran 
suspended research on nuclear weapons technology in 2003 
and has not decided to take the final steps needed to build a 
bomb. But Britain and Israel in particular, looking at 
essentially the same evidence, say that they believe a decision 
has been made to move to a nuclear-weapons capability, if not 
to a weapon itself. 

Some American officials say they have considerable 
confidence that if Iran moves to build a weapon, they will 
detect the signs in time to take military action, though others 
— notably former Defense Secretary Robert M. Gates — have 
been more skeptical. American and Israeli officials say they 
have been more successful in the past few years in intelligence 
gathering in Iran, both from human sources and drone aircraft, 
like the stealth RQ-170 Sentinel that was lost over Iran late 
last year. 

While opening bids in international negotiations are often 
designed to set a high bar, as a political matter American and 
European officials say they cannot imagine agreeing to any 
outcome that leaves Iran with a stockpile of fuel, enriched to 
20 percent purity, that could be converted to bomb grade in a 
matter of months. 

The outcome of the talks — or their breakdown — could 
well determine whether Washington will be able to quiet 
Israeli threats that it could take military action this year. But 
talking with Iran’s leaders also carries considerable political 
risk for Mr. Obama, with Iran emerging as one of the few 
major foreign policy issues in the presidential campaign. 

If Iran rejects American and European demands to 
immediately halt the most dangerous elements of its program, 
Mr. Obama could face a crisis in the Persian Gulf by early 
summer in the midst of his re-election bid. 

“This may be the most complex negotiation I’ve ever seen 
the president enter,” one senior administration official said last 
week. “It’s got the Democrats and Republicans looking to 
score points, the Russians and the Chinese trying to water 
down the sanctions, the French pushing for harsher actions 
and the Israelis threatening to take the program out.” 

European allies, especially the French and the British, say 
they are concerned that Mr. Obama will want to keep the 

negotiations going, however unproductive they might be, 
through the November presidential election to avoid the 
possibility of a military strike if the talks fail. 

Israel and some European leaders fear that would play 
into what they perceive as Iran’s strategy to use the talks to 
buy time while its centrifuges keep spinning. 

In interviews, administration officials said their “urgent 
priority” was to get Iran to give up — and ship out of the 
country — its stockpile of uranium enriched to 20 percent 
purity, and to get Tehran to close Fordo. Dismantlement, they 
said, would come in a second stage. So far Iran has produced 
only about 100 kilograms of 20 percent-enriched uranium — 
less than it would need to produce a single nuclear weapon — 
but it has announced plans to increase production sharply in 
coming months. 

It is unclear whether that is possible: sanctions, embargos 
on crucial parts and Western sabotage have all delayed the 
program. But because that fuel could be so quickly converted 
to highly enriched uranium for a bomb, the American and 
European strategy is to eliminate that stockpile, leaving time 
to negotiate on the fate of lower-enriched uranium. 

Uranium enriched to about 5 percent does not pose as 
imminent a risk, but the United Nations Security Council has 
required that Iran halt all enrichment. 

“Our position is clear: Iran must live up to its 
international obligations, including full suspension of uranium 
enrichment as required by multiple U.N. Security Council 
resolutions,” Tommy Vietor, spokesman for the National 
Security Council, said Friday. 

Others, however, are more willing to allow Iran some 
enrichment capabilities. 

“What we are looking for is a way to acknowledge Iran’s 
right to enrich, but only at levels that would give us plenty of 
warning if they moved toward a weapon,” one European 
diplomat familiar with the internal debates said. 

Iran claims the right to enrich uranium as a signatory to 
the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty, which allows nations to 
pursue civilian nuclear power. The West says that Iran has 
breached its commitments by refusing to answer questions 
from the International Atomic Energy Agency and refusing to 
comply with Security Council mandates. 

While the six nations in the talks — Britain, China, 
France, Russia, the United States and Germany — are 
prepared to allow Iran to have a nuclear power program, they 
say Iran must first restore its credibility and prove that it does 
not in fact have a military nuclear program. It can do so, they 
say, by allowing agency inspectors full access to all Iranian 
sites. Iran has refused to do so, and has barred the inspectors 
from talking to key nuclear scientists. 

The Western negotiators all agree that in the first round of 
talks, Iran must prove its willingness to discuss its nuclear 
program without preconditions. In the last talks in January 
2011, Tehran demanded that the six first lift all sanctions 
against Iran and recognize what Iran says is its “right to 
enrich.” 

Last week, apparently in preparation for the meeting, Mr. 
Obama delivered a message to Iran’s supreme leader, 
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, through an intermediary: Turkey’s 
prime minister, Recep Tayyip Erdogan. Mr. Erdogan met Mr. 
Obama during a summit meeting in Seoul late last month and 
then went directly to northeastern Iran. The message, 
American officials said, was that “there is great urgency” that 
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Iran seriously negotiate now. But it is unclear how specific 
Mr. Erdogan may have been about the consequences of 
continued nuclear development. 

David E. Sanger reported from Washington, and Steven 
Erlanger from Paris. 
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22. U.N. Plan For Peace Falters In Syria 
Assad government demands that rebels first disarm 
(WASHINGTON POST 09 APR 12) ... Alice Fordham 

BEIRUT — A U.N.-brokered peace plan for Syria 
appeared close to collapse Sunday as the government 
demanded a written guarantee that the rebels will lay down 
their arms before authorities withdraw troops from cities and 
towns. 

The statement cast serious doubt on hopes that the peace 
plan — the only initiative backed by Syrian allies China, 
Russia and Iran as well as the United -Nations, the Arab 
League and Syria — could quell the violence stemming from a 
government crackdown on a year-long uprising against the 
government of President Bashar al-Assad. 

Kofi Annan, the joint U.N. and Arab League envoy to 
Syria, issued a statement Sunday in Geneva, saying he was 
shocked by “a surge in violence and atrocities” that violated 
assurances given to him by Syrian officials. Annan had said 
that the withdrawal of troops from cities was due to be 
completed by April 10, and that there would be a cessation of 
hostilities by all sides 48 hours later. 

Jihad Makdissi, a spokesman for the Foreign Ministry, 
said U.N. reports that Syrian officials had said their forces 
would pull back from cities by the Tuesday deadline resulted 
from a mis-understanding. He instead presented conditions 
that were not part of the six-point peace plan hashed out last 
month by Annan. 

Makdissi called for written guarantees from armed groups 
that they would lay down their weapons in exchange for 
government forces’ withdrawal from cities, and he demanded 
that -Qatar, Saudi Arabia and Turkey withdraw their support 
for armed opposition, according to Syrian state media. 

His statement came after U.N. officials said that they had 
been informed that Assad had endorsed the plan on April 1 
and that his forces had started withdrawing from urban areas, 
beginning in the troubled Idlib province in the north. 

Col. Malik Kurdi, an assistant commander of the Free 
Syrian Army rebel group, dismissed the government’s new 
demand. “We do not refuse to give guarantees, but this regime 
is still shelling and bombarding Syrian cities as well as 
committing massacres,” he said by telephone from Turkey. 

The statements from both sides came after two days of 
particularly heavy violence in the country, in which activists 
say 100 to 200 people were killed, including dozens of 
soldiers. On Sunday, 21 civilians, 12 soldiers and five armed 
opponents of the government were killed, according to the 
Britain-based Syrian Observatory for Human Rights. Reports 
are difficult to verify because Syria restricts journalists’ access 
to the country. 

A spokesman for the Syrian National Council, the most 
prominent opposition political group, expressed little faith in 

the Annan plan Sunday. The group previously backed it but 
said at the time that it feared the regime would use the plan as 
a delaying tactic to crush the opposition. Instead, spokesman 
Ausama Monajed said, the group was focusing on unifying a 
disparate armed opposition movement and encouraging 
international intervention. 

Monajed said it would not be possible for one leader to 
issue a written guarantee of a cease-fire, as Syrian authorities 
have demanded, because the armed opposition consists of 
many groups that operate independently. But he stopped short 
of saying that there was no hope for the peace plan. 

The opposition, backed by some Arab states, including 
Saudi Arabia and Qatar, has regarded the peace plan as 
irrelevant and has been more focused on obtaining money and 
weapons, Fawaz A. Gerges of the London School of 
Economics said last week. “Even though they disagree about 
the post-Assad political order, one thing they agree on is 
militarizing the uprising,” he said. 

Should the plan collapse, said Andrew Tabler of the 
Washington Institute for Near East Policy, the international 
community should look again at effective ways of supporting 
an armed opposition, something the West has shied away 
from. 

“Conflict is the constant in Syria for the foreseeable 
future,” Tabler said. “This is not settling down.” 

Some analysts suggested that a failure of the plan would 
be harmful to Russia, which has been a firm backer of Assad 
and has supported the peace plan. 

“This is ultimately a blow to Russia,” said Richard 
Gowan, an expert on the United Nations at New York 
University. “The West supported the Annan plan in the hope 
that Moscow would force Assad to comply. Assad’s actions 
this weekend suggest that he holds Russia’s concerns and 
influence in contempt.” 

But Chris Phillips of the University of London said that 
the Annan plan might still result in some successes, perhaps 
including the placement of U.N. monitors in the country, and 
that Russia, Iran and China are unlikely to abandon their ally 
just yet. 

The West, he said, is likely to continue to resist supplying 
arms to an opposition that is fragmented and that could attract 
elements of regional terrorist groups if it becomes a full-
fledged insurgency. 

“The West is trying to tread a delicate line between 
encouraging the opposition, encouraging regime change and 
not turning Syria into a failed state,” he said. 
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23. Navy Frees Four Out Of Five Suspected Somali Pirates 
Britain criticised for 'particularly poor record' in international crackdown on Indian Ocean piracy 
(LONDON INDEPENDENT (UK) 08 APR 12) ... Brian Brady 

Hundreds of suspected pirates arrested by the Royal Navy 
off the coast of East Africa have been immediately set free – 
to continue threatening merchant vessels in one of the world's 
busiest shipping lanes. Fewer than one in every five suspects 
picked up around the Horn of Africa over the past four years 
have been prosecuted for piracy-related offences, the Ministry 
of Defence has admitted. The figures will fuel growing 
criticism of Britain's involvement in the anti-piracy operation. 

Official MoD figures obtained by The Independent on 
Sunday show the Royal Navy has boarded 34 vessels 
suspected of piracy in the Indian Ocean since volunteering to 
lead Operation Atalanta, the EU's first naval mission, in 2008. 
However, on all but six occasions, the gangs rounded up were 
taken to the nearest beach and released – despite often being 
caught with equipment including guns and ladders. A list of 
boardings since November 2008 shows that the navy has 
detained a total of 279 likely pirates but allowed 229 of them 
to go free, some in groups of up to 17 at a time. Fifty more 
were sent on for prosecution in Kenya, the Seychelles or Italy. 

The Government has acknowledged the "catch and 
release" strategy is often an "unsatisfactory outcome", 
although ministers also maintain it helps to disrupt pirate 
networks. 

But the shipping industry also condemned the 
Government's failure to prosecute pirates caught "red-handed" 
attempting to grab a slice of an illicit trade believed to cost 
global commerce more than £7bn a year. 

MPs have condemned the number of releases, which one 
British diplomat warned had given pirates "a sense of 
invulnerability". 

A report from the Foreign Affairs Select Committee 
complained that "gathering evidence to secure a successful 
prosecution for piracy is clearly challenging, but when pirates 
are observed in boats with guns, ladders and even hostages, it 
beggars belief that they cannot be prosecuted". The MPs also 
insisted the strategy did not threaten the crucial "mother ships" 
from which gangs on smaller vessels operated. 

The MoD figures are the most comprehensive account of 
the navy's performance since Atalanta was launched amid 
escalating concerns over the hundreds of hijacks in the waters 
around Somalia. 

Foreign Office advisers warned ministers that trying 
pirates in UK courts was "not desirable", stating that 
"releasing the pirates on to a Somali beach after destruction of 
pirate boats/weapons/equipment is not attractive either in 
deterrence or presentational terms". 

European governments have spent the past few years 
attempting to encourage neighbouring states to try and 
imprison suspects. Kenya and the Seychelles in particular have 
received tens of millions of pounds to bolster their legal and 
prison systems. Britain has spent £9m - a quarter of all UN 
Indian Ocean counter-piracy funds – on improving prison 
facilities and legal expertise in the Seychelles, Somalia and 
Kenya. A British-built jail in the Seychelles currently houses 
almost 100 convicted pirates, guarded by British prison 
officers. 

An international conference on Somalia, hosted by the 
UK earlier this year, identified the need "to bring suspects to 
trial in countries away from Somalia" as a key element of 
efforts to "crack down on piracy". Ministers also sanctioned 
plans to allow ships to carry armed "sea marshals". 

A Foreign Office spokesman said last night: "We are also 
leading in establishing a maritime intelligence fusion centre 
for the Indian Ocean in the Seychelles, bringing together law 
enforcement officers to share information and develop action 
against pirate financiers and leaders." 

But the Baltic Exchange claimed the UK had "a 
particularly poor record" in handling suspects. A statement to 
the Foreign Affairs Select Committee inquiry declared: "The 
UK has gained a degree of notoriety within the international 
shipping community for its failure to prosecute those caught 
red-handed in the act of piracy. 

"Once captured, pirates caught by UK forces are widely 
perceived simply to receive sustenance and medical assistance 
before being returned to the mainland unmolested." 
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24. Indian And Pakistani Leaders Encourage Ties In A Rare Visit 
(NEW YORK TIMES 09A PR 12) ... Jim Yardley 

NEW DELHI — In the first visit to India by a Pakistani 
head of state in seven years, President Asif Ali Zardari of 
Pakistan and Prime Minister Manmohan Singh of India on 
Sunday expressed a mutual desire to improve relations 
between their rival South Asian nations, and Mr. Singh 
announced that he would at some point visit Pakistan for the 
first time since taking office. 

The meeting was not a formal summit meeting, and 
diplomats tried to tamp down expectations. Mr. Zardari had 
originally asked to make a private visit to an important 
Muslim religious site, the Ajmer Sharif shrine, in Rajasthan 
State. Mr. Singh then invited him to make a detour to New 
Delhi for lunch. 

The diplomatic choreography ended with Mr. Zardari’s 
arrival in New Delhi on Sunday. The two met for 40 minutes 

at Mr. Singh’s official residence and discussed a variety of 
issues, including the disputed region of Kashmir and the 
Pakistani militant Hafiz Saeed, who is accused of directing the 
2008 attacks in Mumbai that stopped a potential thawing 
between the countries. The leaders also voiced support for 
expanding trade ties and agreed to loosen visa restrictions to 
allow citizens to move more easily between the countries. 

The question now is how soon Mr. Singh will be able to 
visit Pakistan, a trip that many analysts regard as instrumental 
to any major diplomatic breakthroughs. Since taking office 
nearly eight years ago, he has often voiced a desire to visit 
Pakistan, but he has yet to make the trip, either because of 
political considerations at home or because of fraught relations 
between the countries. 
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“I am very satisfied with the outcome of the visit,” Mr. 
Singh said during a short public appearance with Mr. Zardari 
after their meeting. “President Zardari has also invited me to 
visit Pakistan. I would be very happy to visit Pakistan at a 
mutually convenient date.” 

Mr. Zardari described their meeting as a “fruitful” one in 
which “all topics” were discussed. The two leaders “hope to 
meet on Pakistan soil very soon,” he added. 

India and Pakistan, whose relationship holds the key to 
peace and stability in South Asia, have been engaged in fitful 
efforts to make diplomatic progress since November 2008, 
when the Mumbai attacks killed at least 163 people. India 
immediately broke off talks, and years later it remains 
unsatisfied with Pakistan’s commitment to pursuing the case. 
In particular, Indian security officials want to see Pakistan 
take action against Mr. Saeed, who is described as the leader 
of the militant group thought to be behind the attacks, 
Lashkar-e-Taiba. 

Last week, the United States announced a $10 million 
reward for information leading to the capture of Mr. Saeed, a 
move widely praised in India and widely condemned in 
Pakistan. Mr. Saeed lives openly in the city of Lahore, where 
he oversees a religious charity that serves as a front for 
Lashkar-e-Taiba. Recently, he has been leading large anti-
American rallies around Pakistan. 

Ranjan Mathai, the Indian foreign secretary, said the two 
leaders discussed Mr. Saeed on Sunday. “President Zardari 
said the matter needed to be discussed further,” Mr. Mathai 
said, adding that the Indian home secretary and the Pakistani 
interior secretary would discuss Mr. Saeed at a meeting. 

Some analysts questioned whether Mr. Singh could 
muster the political capital in India to carry through with a 
Pakistan visit if Pakistan did not first take action against Mr. 
Saeed. 

“I don’t think the prime minister is yet politically clear as 
to when he can go,” said Gopalapuram Parthasarathy, who 
was once India’s high commissioner to Pakistan. “There is a 
huge amount of anger on the Hafiz Saeed issue.” 

He added: “ ‘Mutually convenient date’ is deliberately 
vague, though Mr. Zardari said, ‘Very soon.’ Let’s see.” 

Sunday’s visit to India by a top-level Pakistani delegation 
was one of only a very few in recent years that did not involve 
cricket in some way. The last visit by a Pakistani head of state 
was in 2005, when Gen. Pervez Musharraf and Mr. Singh 
together watched about an hour of a series final match 
between the two countries. (Pakistan won, for the record.) And 
last year, Prime Minister Yousaf Raza Gilani of Pakistan sat in 
the stands with Mr. Singh during the India-Pakistan World 
Cup cricket semifinal. (India won that one.) 

Not long after Mr. Gilani’s visit, the two countries 
resumed a broad diplomatic dialogue on issues including 
water rights, terrorism, energy, Kashmir and trade. Mr. Singh 
and Mr. Zardari have tried to push the talks forward, though 
both are too weakened politically at home to make any deals 
on their own. 

For now, the most progress has come in trade, and next 
week the two countries are scheduled to open a new border 
checkpoint that is expected to increase commerce. 
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25. Amphibious Fleet A Multimillion-Dollar Shambles 
(CANBERRA TIMES (AUSTRALIA) 09 APR 12) ... David Ellery 

More than a year after Defence Minister Stephen Smith 
promised urgent action over the failure of the navy's 
amphibious fleet capability it remains a multimillion-dollar 
shambles. 

The decommissioned and rust-riddled HMAS Manoora 
and Kanimbla are both tied up at Garden Island awaiting 
disassembly expected to cost $10 million or more and HMAS 
Tobruk has only made one extended voyage - to Christmas 
Island - since February last year. 

Defence has rejected claims its latest ship, HMAS 
Choules, lacks a full crew complement and says sufficient 
training has been carried out to ensure ship and crew “can 
carry out any likely operational requirement asked of them”. 

With the Choules purchase originally only intended to 
replace HMAS Manoora, which was marked for death last 
January, the navy is still well down on amphibious ship 
capacity. 

Manoora's sister ship, HMAS Kanimbla, was formally 
pulled out of service last November and neither of the 41-
year-old vessels had been operational since September 2010. 

Meanwhile HMAS Tobruk is said to “lack Mr Smith's 
confidence” and has been described as “fragile” by Chief of 
Navy, Vice-Admiral Ray Griggs. Despite having had $6.5 
million spent on it in recent times, it will not be ready to return 
to service until at least the end of this month. 

The amphibious fleet problems are compounded by 
serious issues with the replenishment vessels. HMAS Success, 

the east coast oil tanker and replenishment vessel, needs $200 
million worth of additional work if its operational life is to be 
extended by five years from 2017 Defence has said. 

This is on top of the $35.8 million that has been spent on 
the “ship of shame” that has been the centre of numerous sex 
scandals and inquiries costing millions of dollars since it went 
to Singapore for an upgrade in December 2010. 

HMAS Sirius, the west coast “fleet oiler”, needs to carry a 
separate fuel store as it can't use the same fuel as the rest of 
the fleet. 

And, according to an Australian Strategic Policy Institute 
Report, because it started life as an oil tanker it is meant to sail 
either full or empty, not somewhere in between. “There are 
some sea-keeping problems as a result.” 

Other issues include that helicopters can't be flown off the 
flight deck and it is too slow to keep up with a naval taskforce. 
It has been reported these problems are so grave the Sirius 
may be withdrawn from service before the end of its planned 
15-year life. 

Because Australia is a two-ocean navy, three if you count 
the southern ocean, at least two major replenishment vessels 
are considered necessary. 

HMAS Success, described as “anything but” by one 
insider, has not been operational since December 2010 and 
may not be fit for duty until August - if all goes well from 
here. 
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One industry source said despite the well-publicised 
Rizzo review and a spate of ship acquisitions - including 
HMAS Choules which was commissioned just ahead of the 
cyclone season late last year, “bugger all” had been achieved 
since Mr Smith gave the leadership of the senior service and 
the DMO a very public caning at the Australian Defence 
Magazine Congress last February. 

“The 'can do, make do' culture [the minister criticised at 
that time] is still alive and well,” he said, noting there was no 
clear indication Defence would bite the bullet and cough up 
the cash to fix HMAS Success for once and for all. 

Others are more charitable, saying attention was being 
paid to the recommendations of the Rizzo report but that the 
problems are taking longer to fix than anticipated. 

“Navy is serious about Rizzo; the chief of navy has an 
implementation team in place and whenever you here talk 
about doing something with ships or new capability Rizzo is 
constantly mentioned. 

“It is hard to see what has changed because navy and the 
DMO is still playing catchup with the backlog of maintenance 
on the old ships - but as this is being conducted Rizzo features 
strongly.” 

A visibly angry Mr Smith had told surprised 2011 ADM 
congress delegates there was a view “major support ships are 
not subject to the same level of risk as submarines as aircraft, 
almost a perception HMAS Manoora and HMAS Kanimbla 
are second-class ships”. 

“Maintenance and sustainment must be bread and butter 
business for Defence, the Defence Materiel Organisation, for 
navy and the Defence industry,” he said. 

Thirteen months on both HMAS Kanimbla and Manoora 
are gone, Tobruk is dodgy and there are mutineers on the chief 
of navy's own quarterdeck questioning the wisdom of 
spending $130 million of Defence treasure on a new boat for 
customs when so much core capability is going begging. 

The Canberra Times drew fire from both Vice-Admiral 
Griggs and Mr Smith last week for quoting a defence insider 
as saying the $130 million purchase of the Skandi Bergen - a 
sister ship to customs' Ocean Protector - was an exercise in 
deception. 

The source said Defence was misrepresenting the ship, 
described by its own builders as a “multipurpose support 
vessel”, as an “amphibious vessel” in a bid to make it appear 
something is being done about the capability gap. It had 
actually been bought to meet a Border Protection and Customs 
specification. 

Vice-Admiral Griggs, not surprisingly, rejects any 
suggestion the Skandi Bergen is a fraud and brings nothing to 
the navy's table - even though she will never be operated by a 
navy crew. 

He says it qualifies as an amphibious vessel because - if 
operated in conjunction with “other RAN assets that make up 
the overall amphibious capability” - it can “land and support 
troops and equipment free from established port 
infrastructure”. 

This claim has been met with scepticism by some. 
One maritime executive said any navy ship, including 

patrol boats, missile frigates - and probably even the Collins-
class submarines - qualified as amphibious on that basis. 

When asked if the definition would raise eyebrows across 
the fleet, a Defence spokesman said: “The chief of navy is not 
suggesting every vessel in the fleet is an amphibious asset, he 

was merely pointing out a 'roll on-roll off' capability is not the 
defining feature of an amphibious vessel.” 

AMI International defines amphibious ships as “ocean 
going vessels capable of conducting amphibious operations 
with either embarked aircraft or landing craft”. Under AMI's 
definitions the Skandi Bergen would qualify as a fleet 
auxiliary but nothing more. 

One thing the purchase will do is to allow sister ship, the 
Ocean Protector, to concentrate on its primary focus - border 
protection and customs duties. Ocean Protector was press 
ganged into service as part of a number of ad hoc 
arrangements to create an “amphibious capability” in the wake 
of the Tobruk debacle last year. 

Defence maintains the decision to buy Skandi Bergen, a 
sixth C-17 Globemaster and long lead items on a new batch of 
Bushmaster troop transports had nothing to do with avoiding a 
Defence budget underspend for the second year in succession. 

Defence refused to say whether there would have been an 
underspend in its 2011-12 budget if it had not ordered the 
$425.5 million in unprogrammed spending. 

“Updated details of Defence's budget estimate for 2011-
12 will be released in the usual way in the May budget,” a 
spokesman said. “Defence has proceeded on the basis there 
will not be a significant underspend in 2011-12.” 

Defence Response 
Defence has rejected many of the assertions about the 

state of the amphibious and sustainment vessels in this report. 
Here is a summary of the key responses: 

HMAS Success: “The current Defence Capability Plan 
includes project 1654 Phase 3 to replace HMAS Success, 
whose life of type ends in 2017... If it is determined by 
government that HMAS Success’s life is to be extended, the 
cost would be in the order of $200 million for a five-year 
period beyond 2017.” This needs to be read in conjunction 
with an earlier response that played that cost down: “The 
Current Defence Capability Plan includes the Project SEA 
1654 Phase 3 to replace HMAS Success. In addition to 
maintenance and repair costs, the department has received 
recent advice indicating that extending the life of HMAS 
Success for five years beyond the current planned withdrawal 
date of 2018 would require expenditure of just in excess of 
$20 million.” 

HMAS Sirius: “The Chief of Navy is satisfied with the 
capability that Sirius provides.” 

HMAS Tobruk: “In January-February 2012, while 
assigned to Operation Resolute (January 13 to February 25, 
2012, as standby Navy Major Fleet Unit), HMAS Tobruk has 
been as far as Christmas Island. Tobruk has shown improved 
reliability since its maintenance period last year. HMAS 
Tobruk is now 31 years old and, as with any ship of this age, 
the ship needs to be carefully managed. The Minister agrees 
with the Chief of Navy.” 

Current refuelling capability: “The RAN has the 
auxiliary oiler, HMAS Sirius, fully operational and currently 
at sea. Navy does not currently lease a replenishment tanker. 
HMAS Sirius is being complemented by the participation of 
the Royal New Zealand Navy’s tanker, HMNZS Endeavour, 
in RAN training activities at sea. We do not have an absence 
of a fleet oiler at this time. Further use of the Endeavour is on 
a case-by-case basis.” 

HMAS Choules: “Defence inquired at the time as to 
whether a second (Bay Class) vessel was for sale and was 
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consistently advised by the United Kingdom Ministry of 
Defence that this was not the case. HMAS Choules has a full 
crew complement and sufficient training has been carried out 
to ensure she can carry out any likely operational 
requirement.” 

Skandi Bergen: “Skandi Bergen has been purchased on 
Defence advice, including that of the Chief of Navy, as 
interim capability to assist in Navy’s current amphibious 
transition.” The Chief of Navy, in a letter to The Canberra 
Times, said: “To claim that the ship has no amphibious 
capability is simply wrong. A roll-on-roll off capability is not 
what defines a ship as an amphibious vessel. 

“It is the ability to land and support troops and equipment 
free from any established port infrastructure [such as wharves] 
that is the key qualifier. Skandi Bergen has this ability in 
conjunction with other RAN assets that make up the overall 
amphibious capability [HMAS Choules, HMAS Tobruk]. This 
[the purchase of the Skandi Bergen] is an effective, efficient 
and value for money purchase for the Commonwealth.” 

Rizzo review: “Progress is well under way in 
implementing the recommendations of the Rizzo review. As 
identified in the Rizzo review, the management of the 
amphibious and afloat support force was inadequate. The 
subsequent maintenance activity for Success and Tobruk were 
part of the rectification of some of the issues.” 
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26. Navy Fears Loss Of Helicopter Radar Cover Will Put Its Warships In Danger For Years 
(LONDON TELEGRAPH (UK) 07 APR 12) ... Thomas Harding 

Britain's warships will be more vulnerable to missile 
attacks under plans to axe the sophisticated radar cover 
currently provided by Sea King helicopters. 

The Royal Navy will be left without protection in 2016 
when the Sea Kings--13 of which are able to spot sea-
skimming missiles from more than 100 miles away--go out of 
service. 

The Ministry of Defence previously made the decision to 
accept a “capability gap” by not replacing the radar helicopters 
until at least 2022. But The Daily Telegraph has now learnt 
that the proposed replacement program, Crow’s Nest, may be 
scrapped altogether. 

This would leave ships operating in potential conflict 
areas, such as the Falklands or off Iran, vulnerable to missile 
attack. 

In particular, the new £1billion Type 45 destroyers that 
have recently been used in the Arabian Gulf and the South 
Atlantic will be more exposed despite their sophisticated 
defence systems. 

Navy chiefs are particularly concerned because the last 
time there was a “capability gap” was in the late 1970s and a 
few years later the Task Force had to sail to the Falklands 
without the cover, with fatal results. 

HMS Sheffield and the container ship Atlantic Conveyor 
were sunk by Argentine Exocet sea-skimming missiles, with 
the loss of 45 sailors. The Navy rushed the early version of the 
radar Sea King into service only 16 weeks after the conflict. 

The £300million Crows Nest project, which will fit radars 
to eight Merlin helicopters, has already been put on hold until 
the start of the next decade, leaving a five-year gap in 
coverage until the Navy’s new aircraft carriers are built. 

Senior Navy officers are increasingly anxious that the 
project could be scrapped altogether. Without it, ships will be 
exposed to missiles such as the Exocets owned by Argentina 
or the more modern Iranian Silkworm sea-skimming anti-ship 
missiles. “This will leave RN warships vulnerable again to air 
attack – just as they were in the Falklands,” said one officer. 

“The Crow’s Nest has still not been approved by the 
MOD accountants and is top of the list of projects to be cut. 

“The lack of carrier AEW [Airborne Early Warning] was 
the major lesson of the Falklands and the MOD is 
sleepwalking into the same trap.” 

The AEW Sea King helicopters operated successfully 
from HMS Ocean off Libya last year to protect her from 
potential close-in attacks, such as speed boats packed with 
explosives, and missile attack from the land. Their radars also 
give them an exceptional picture of land movements. The Sea 
Kings are also used by the SAS in landlocked Afghanistan to 
hunt down the Taliban. 

Jim Murphy, the shadow defence secretary, said: “The 
Prime Minister now has to answer some very big questions 
about future capability gaps.” 

A spokesman for the MOD said no “final decisions” had 
been taken on Crow’s Nest. 
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27. Canada Caps F-35 Funding After Audit 
Defense Department Loses Procurement Authority 
(DEFENSE NEWS 08 APR 12) ... David Pugliese 

VICTORIA, British Columbia — Canada’s proposed 
purchase of the F-35 Joint Strike Fighter has been thrown into 
turmoil after the government’s auditor found Department of 
National Defence (DND) officials withheld key information 
from Parliament about the fighter jet, underestimated costs and 
didn’t follow proper procurement rules. 

In response to the April 3 auditor’s report, the Canadian 
government has capped its funding for the F-35 project and, in 
an unprecedented move, will take the procurement out of the 
hands of the DND. 

Conservative Party Prime Minister Stephen Harper said 
on April 4 that Canada has not signed any contract to purchase 

the F-35, and that more oversight of the acquisition will be 
done before any such decision. 

“The auditor-general has identified a need for greater 
independence and supervision over some of the activities of 
the Department of National Defence,” Harper said. “The 
government will put that supervision in place before we 
proceed.” 

The government will create a new F-35 secretariat, which 
will assume control of the proposed purchase of the next-
generation fighter jet for the Canadian Forces. 
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Prior to any purchase, the government also will 
commission an independent report of the F-35 acquisition and 
costs. 

The funding envelope for the purchase of 65 F-35s also 
will be capped at 9 billion Canadian dollars ($8.9 billion), 
ensuring that additional defense dollars will not be funneled to 
the project if the cost of the aircraft continues to climb. That 
funding envelope includes the acquisition of associated 
weapons, infrastructure, initial spares and training simulators. 

“Funding will remain frozen and Canada will not 
purchase new aircraft until further due diligence, oversight and 
transparency is applied to the process of replacing the 
Canadian Forces’ aging CF-18 fleet,” Public Works Minister 
Rona Ambrose said in a statement. 

The government, however, has rejected demands from 
opposition ministers that Defence Minister Peter MacKay 
resign on the grounds his department misled Parliament on the 
F-35 purchase. 

The report, “Replacing Canada’s Fighter Jets,” written by 
Auditor General Michael Ferguson, found that the DND kept 
the government in the dark on the proposed purchase of 65 F-
35s. 

“Problems relating to the development of the F-35 were 
not fully communicated to decision makers, and risks 
presented to decision makers did not reflect the problems the 
JSF program was experiencing at the time,” Ferguson wrote. 

Full life-cycle costs were understated and other costs were 
not provided to parliamentarians, he added. DND officials 
knew F-35 costs were likely to increase, but did not inform the 
government, according to the report. 

Ferguson also found that although the DND told 
Parliament’s budget officer in 2011 that the F-35 purchase, 
including long-term maintenance and support, would cost 14.7 

billion Canadian dollars the year before, it had quietly 
estimated the actual price tag to be 25 billion. 

In addition, key decisions were made without approvals 
or proper documentation, and the DND “did not exercise due 
diligence” in the proposed acquisition. 

F-35 manufacturer Lockheed Martin issued a statement 
saying “it fully supports the government of Canada’s response 
to the auditor general’s report. We continue to look forward to 
supporting the government of Canada as they work to provide 
the Royal Canadian Air Force a fifth-generation fighter 
capability.” 

The Canadian government’s proposed purchase of the F-
35 has fueled political controversy since it was announced in 
the summer of 2010, with opposition MPs attacking the deal 
as too expensive. 

Canada flies 78 modernized CF-18 fighter aircraft. The F-
35A, the conventional-takeoff-and-landing version of the 
plane, is the replacement. 

For years, there has been strong support for an F-35 
purchase within the Canadian Air Force. In May 2006, 
Canada’s chief of the Air Staff completed an options analysis 
study that examined the future global market for next-
generation tactical fighter aircraft. 

“The results of this study have indicated that the JSF 
family of aircraft provides the best available operational 
capabilities to meet Canadian operational requirements, while 
providing the longest service life and the lowest per aircraft 
cost of all options considered,” according to a Sept. 19, 2006, 
briefing report. 

The two-page report was prepared for then-Defence 
Minister Gordon O’Connor by the Office of the Assistant 
Deputy Minister for Materiel. 
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PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
28. Delayed Enlisted Board Schedule Could Create Training Problems 
Moves triggered by E-9 info leak 
(NAVY TIMES 16 APR 12) ... Mark D. Faram 

Navy officials have reshuffled this year’s enlisted 
selection board schedule after a leak forced last month’s 
postponement of the active-duty E-9 selection board. 

The changes could result in an abbreviated chiefs’ 
induction season or delayed pinning timelines for some new 
Navy Reserve and full-time support Sailors because the new 
board won’t even convene until late July. 

Navy officials postponed the active master chief board to 
April 16 after discovering the board’s convening order, quota 
plan and membership list were released the week prior to the 
board’s scheduled start March 14. Those documents are 
normally released only after the board goes into session. 

“The integrity of the board process is paramount,” said 
Navy Personnel Command spokesman Mike McLellan. “The 
early release of information that’s eventually made public 
anyway may seem insignificant to some, but these procedures 
are in place to ensure the board is fair and impartial to all — if 
anything happens that could potentially challenge that 
integrity, we will always make decisions on the side of 
caution.” The revised schedule was announced in 
NAVADMIN 108/12, released March 30. An investigation 

into the leak was launched immediately, but as of press time 
Navy Personnel Command had not been able to provide an 
update on its status. 

Under the new schedule, the active-duty E-9 board will 
begin April 16, the date the active E-8 board was slated to 
start. The active E-8 board will move to May 14, which is 
when the Selected Reserve and full-time support E-7 board 
was scheduled to start; that board moves to July 23. 

The moves mean packages and other correspondence 
from Sailors to the board now must be received at Navy 
Personnel Command for the E-9 and E-8 boards by April 3 
and April 30, respectively. 

The active-duty E-7 board will meet on schedule June 18, 
with packages still due by June 4. 

West: Get Ready For ‘Short Fuse’ 
The E-7 Reserve board’s July 23 start is the latest for any 

chief petty officer selection board in recent memory and will 
cause challenges as commands move to get their new chiefs 
ready for the annual chief’s induction and training season, 
which is slated to finish Sept. 14 at this year’s Navy-wide 
pinning day. 
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This fact was noted April 4, when Master Chief Petty 
Officer of the Navy (SS/SW) Rick West announced the 
board’s date shift to his leadership mess of fleet and force 
master chiefs in an email. 

“Collaboration across the [active-duty and Reserve] lines 
will be critical to delivering a comprehensive process that does 
not shortchange selectees and produces chiefs capable of 
stepping up to the plate right away,” West wrote. 

He recommended commands begin to plan for the delay. 
“Start working with your [command master chiefs] to prepare 
for the short fuse, identify opportunities for training that can 
be completed now, and nail down events where resources can 
be combined,” he said. 

Any potential problems and concerns, West said, should 
be directed to Force Master Chief (AW) Chris Wheeler, the 
Navy Reserve’s top enlisted Sailor. 

“Force Wheeler has the best situational awareness on his 
community and can answer any questions you might have,” 

West wrote. “He also has the ability to adjust course on 
pinning dates on a case-by-case basis if truly compelling 
circumstances arise that dictate a shift. Keep him in the loop.” 
Reserve E-9 and E-8 selection boards were not affected by the 
change. The Reserve E-8 and E-9 boards convened in 
February, and the results are still working their way through 
the approval process. 

The potential compromise is the first for an enlisted 
selection board in the past three years. 

In 2009, officials discovered that one panel of the Reserve 
E-8 and E-9 board had been compromised, causing then-Chief 
of Naval Personnel Vice Adm. Mark Ferguson to reconvene 
that panel, delaying the results more than a month. 

Two years ago, a flood in Millington, Tenn., caused the 
active E-7 selection board to move from June to early July, but 
did not affect the pinning schedule. 
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29. The Perfect PRT 
Tips from the Navy’s top scorers on how to ace your next fitness test 
(NAVY TIMES 16 APR 12) ... Joshua Stewart 

Lt. Cmdr. Leonard Ouzts is 40 years old but feels like 
he’s in the best shape he’s been in since his 20s. His 
transformation started late last year, when he started upping 
his fitness routine by running faster on the treadmill and 
exercising more frequently. 

As a payoff, in October he scored a 300 on the physical 
readiness test, notching a perfect score on all three exercises. 

“I set out to do it. I set the bar and I achieved my goal,” 
said Ouzts, assigned to the amphibious assault ship Arlington, 
which is awaiting commissioning at Norfolk, Va. 

He was always close to a perfect score, he said, but was 
always too slow on the run. Forty-year-olds must cover 1.5 
miles in 9½ minutes, but he was about a minute behind. 

“I said ‘I can lower it, just by one minute,’ ” he said. 
Two weeks before the test, he got on a treadmill and 

started running a mile and a half. He typically trained by 
running about 6 mph, on pace for a 15-minute run, but he 
upped it to about 8 mph, putting him on track for an 11:15 
finish. He also practiced on the track where his command 
would take the PRT, running there three days in the week 
before the test. 

When he did the test, he finished the run in 9:28; he also 
did 93 situps and 73 pushups. He made the cutoff for the run 
by 2 seconds and beat the maximum standards for pushups 
and situps by one apiece. 

He’s one of a handful of Sailors who have scored a 
perfect PRT. The Navy wasn’t able to provide data on the 
number of perfect scores, but officials were able to say how 
many Sailors were in the highest, or “outstanding,” grade, 
scoring 270 or higher. In fall 2011, 28,557 Sailors — 9.8 
percent of PRT participants — scored an outstanding grade. 
Anecdotally, command fitness leaders said scoring a perfect 
300 is very rare accomplishment: Most commands don’t have 
a max-rated Sailor. 

Ouzts’ accomplishment comes as three factors 
emphasizing personal fitness come together. For one, fewer 
Sailors are failing the physical fitness assessment, which 
includes body-fat standards as well as PRT scores. 

Additionally, administrative changes behind the assessment 
have become stricter, making it more difficult to pass. Finally, 
officials are considering giving the fittest Sailors special 
privileges and commendations for consistently staying in 
shape. 

As these issues converge, the Navy Times spoke with 
Outzs and other Sailors who have aced the PRT and prodded 
them for their advice on how the rest of the fleet can do better 
on the biannual assessment. 

Exactly what it takes to score a perfect 300 depends on 
the Sailor. Men and women have the same standards for 
situps, but men must do more pushups and run faster to 
receive the same score as women. Additionally, Sailors are 
divided into age groups, with younger Sailors needing faster 
times and higher numbers to equal the scores of older Sailors. 

A “satisfactory” score — the second-lowest of five grades 
— is good enough to pass, but the Navy is considering 
incentives to push Sailors beyond that level. There have been 
discussions, for example, about creating a ribbon for Sailors 
who consistently perform well. Additionally, Chief of Naval 
Operations Adm. Jon Greenert said he’s interested in a system 
that would exempt high-scoring Sailors from future PRTs. 

“If somebody is routinely outstanding, then we say why 
do we need to do this every six months? And there may be a 
reason, I have just asked folks to take a look at it,” Greenert 
said. 

How They Do It 
For the most part, PRT masters follow the Navy’s fitness 

and nutritional recommendations, but they’ve found their own 
tricks and habits that push them ahead. Across the board, there 
are two habits they are certain will improve your PRT score: 
First, they make sure to exercise regularly, sometimes even for 
just a few minutes, throughout the year, not just during PFA 
season. Their schedules may be packed, but they always try to 
sneak in a set of pushups during a lull in the workday or a 
quick run — after all, a perfect PRT includes less than 19 
minutes worth of exercise. Second, all make pushups, situps 
and one of the endurance exercises included in the PRT — the 
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1.5-mile run; the swim, either 500 yards or 450 meters; or an 
alternate test on the elliptical trainer or stationary bike, at the 
commanding officer’s discretion — a part of their regimen. 
Most use a stopwatch to time themselves so they know exactly 
where they stand and the progress that they’ve made in the 
weeks ahead of the test. They’re trying to measure their fitness 
levels by the Navy’s standards. 

“That way we can identify the weak areas and make 
corrections,” Ouzts said. 

The PRT aces are creative with their workouts. It prevents 
monotony-induced boredom, exercises different body parts, 
reduces the chance of injury and makes it possible to fit 
exercise into a hectic schedule. 

Lt. j.g. Cameron Loos, with Amphibious Construction 
Battalion 1, has a streak of 12 perfect PRTs. When training in 
the field or deployed, he wakes up at 4 a.m. to run with his 
headlamp and 9 mm. Between revolutions, he’ll crank out sets 
of pushups or situps. 

In less-austere conditions he tries to mix up his routine. 
“You can’t do CrossFit and expect to ace the PRT. 

Likewise, you can’t be only a marathoner and expect to do 
well on the strength portions. It takes a good balance of 
variety through the year to maintain and then just fine-tune for 
the PRT,” he said. 

Cmdr. Andrew Thaeler at the Naval Postgraduate School 
in Monterey, Calif., turns chores into exercise when he doesn’t 
have time. He’ll walk to the supermarket and carry back 15 
pounds of groceries, or carry his kids around the 
neighborhood. He’ll walk up and down flights of stairs during 
work breaks. If he forgets his PT gear, he’ll go for a 30-minute 
stroll in uniform. 

“Only have 15 minutes for your workout? Work out 15 
minutes,” he said. 

At times he’s averaged 2 ½ hours in the gym per week, 
but he’s been able to still score a perfect PRT. 

“Scoring maximum PRT points doesn’t mean a person is 
a ‘gym rat’ or an extreme athlete,” he said. 

Others have more formal schedules. 
Senior Chief Gas Turbine Systems Technician (SW) Sean 

Davidson has scored a 300 in 80 percent of his PRTs since 
1991. His record would have been even better if he hadn’t 
dislocated his tailbone or had knee surgery during those years, 
he said. 

Now 43, he exercises nearly every day, and he’s also a 
competitive cyclist. He keeps records of his workouts and has 
an app on his phone to log his meals. Simply put, he takes 
staying in shape more seriously than most. But he makes sure 
he does a variety of exercises. 

“I hit the gym five days a week for cardio work, spin 
classes three times a week, and the Versa Climber [an at-home 

trainer that mimics a climbing motion] two days a week,” 
Davidson, who’s attached to Naval Submarine School Groton 
in Groton, Conn., said. 

With all that variety, he recommends Sailors use a 
spreadsheet to keep track of their exercises — he follows his 
diet with an application on his smartphone, tracks his heart 
rate with a monitor with a Bluetooth link and uses a website to 
log his exercises. 

PRT aces also use one trick that’s available to every 
Sailor: mock tests. Command fitness leaders are supposed to 
organize practice PFAs every month, and some of the PRT 
aces participate. Others take practice tests on their own. 

On test day, Loos uses a technique that depends on 
synchronizing when his muscles max out to when the two 
minutes allotted for the pushups and situps pass. 

Whether training or taking the test, he always does the 
situps smooth and steady. He’ll start that way for pushups, but 
as his pace decreases he’ll do a set of five, rest a few seconds 
and repeat until he’s completely spent as time runs out. When 
he practices, he does a 90-second set, a 60-second set and a 
30-second set with two minutes of rest in between. Each time 
he tries to max out just as time runs out. 

“If you go too fast, you will accumulate lactic acid too 
quickly and fatigue to the point of failure,” he said. 

Davidson does three practice tests before each PFA, with 
one three months out, the second two months out and the last 
one two weeks out. 

“I practice to the test,” he said. “Besides regular training, 
I assess where I’m at a couple of weeks before the test.” With 
his practice results he’s able to tailor his routine to strengthen 
his weaknesses. He always includes pushups, situps and time 
on the bike — he does the alternative cycle test for his 
assessment. 

Knowing the timing of the exercises and how you feel at a 
certain point is helpful. 

“Train to the test. I’ve seen Sailors ride the bike or jump 
on the elliptical for the first time during the PFA,” Davidson 
said. “Impossible — certain defeat.” Davidson is confident in 
his routine because it has worked for him for decades. 

“I ran my first PRT in 1989 in Sasebo, Japan. I was 21 
years old and ran a 10:52 — a time I’ll never forget because I 
thought it was terrible,” he said. 

By today’s standards, that’s a “good” for the 20- to 25-
year-old age group. Still, Davidson says he didn’t prepare, had 
just checked into his ship and was rustled out of bed and told 
to run the PRT. He was not satisfied. 

“I began running as a routine from that day forward, 
started running competitions three years later and still, after 22 
years, I maintain my own culture of fitness and goal 
achievement in fitness events,” he said. 
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30. Synthetic Drug Testing Operating Guide Available 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 06 APR 12) ... Navy Personnel Command Public Affairs 

MILLINGTON, Tenn. -- Navy Alcohol and Drug Abuse 
Prevention Office (NADAP) posted the new Synthetic Drug 
Testing Operating Guide on the NADAP website, officials 
said April 5. 

The Navy's zero-tolerance policy towards drug use is a 
key contributor to the readiness area of the 21st Century Sailor 
and Marine. This initiative which consolidates a set of 

objectives and policies, new and existing, to maximize Sailor 
and Marine personal readiness, build resiliency and hone the 
most combat-effective force in the history of the Department 
of the Navy. 

"The operating guide provides commands easy access to 
the procedures of synthetic drug testing," said Dorice Favorite, 
director, NADAP. "It is important that the samples are 
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collected, documented and processed correctly. The operating 
guide will help units do that." 

Navy announced it would begin testing for synthetic 
drugs in NAVADMIN 082/12, released March 12. According 
to the NAVADMIN, this testing is separate and distinct from 
the urinalysis program directed by OPNAVINST 5350.4D. 
Commanders may take appropriate actions related to health, 
safety, and security based on a positive result. During fiscal 
year 2012 the Navy will invest $1.73 million to test for 
synthetic chemical compounds and expects to increase that 
amount to $2.9 million in fiscal year 2013. 

Synthetic chemical compound drug use impacts a Sailor's 
career, their family life and overall well-being while also 
impacting Fleet readiness. If a Sailor makes a poor choice and 
uses these types of drugs, they need to know there will be 
consequences, emphasized Favorite. 

"Navy has zero tolerance for drug use, including the use 
of designer and synthetic chemical compounds, such as 
Spice," said Favorite, "Our efforts are twofold: we will 
continue to educate Sailors on the dangers of drug use 
including new and designer drugs and at the same time 
identify those who use or possess the substances and hold 
them accountable." 
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31. Navy Announces Graduate School Opportunity For Cyber Sailors 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 06 APR 12) ... Chief of Naval Personnel Public Affairs 

WASHINGTON -- Sailors in the information systems 
technician (IT) and cryptologic technician networks (CTN) 
ratings will have the opportunity to apply for enrollment in a 
cyber master's degree program at Naval Postgraduate School, 
according to NAVADMIN 117/12, released April 5. 

IT and CTN Sailors selected for the 12-month, Navy-
funded program will be assigned as full time students at NPS 
starting in September 2012. Upon completion, Sailors will 
receive a Master of Science degree in Cyber Systems and 
Operations: Security and Technology. 

"Cyber security is an area of critical importance to our 
Navy and our nation," said Chief of Naval Personnel Vice 
Adm. Scott R. Van Buskirk. "Cyber expertise is essential in 
assuring the Navy's warfighting superiority across the full 
spectrum of operations. With this program, we are preparing 
our Sailors to bring these ever-important capabilities to the 
Fleet." 

The Navy will select up to five active duty and full-time 
support Sailors to enroll in the program. 

Applicants must be an E-6 or above, possess a bachelor of 
science degree in a relevant technical field, hold or be eligible 
for a TS/SCI security clearance, and be eligible for 

CONUS/shore assignment between April and December 2012. 
NAVADMIN 117/12 outlines full eligibility criteria. 

Additionally, Sailors selected for the program will incur a 
five-year active service obligation upon enrollment. After 
completion of their degree, Sailors will be assigned based on 
the needs of the Navy, with priority given to the National 
Security Agency, U.S. Fleet Cyber Command/10th Fleet, 
Navy Information Operations Command, and Navy Cyber 
Defense Operations Command. 

Sailors interested in applying for this degree program 
should forward a written request via their commanding officer 
by May 15. Additionally, Sailors must be conditionally 
accepted by NPS in order to be eligible. Detailed application 
instructions are contained in the NAVADMIN. 

Naval Postgraduate School education opportunities 
support the personal and professional growth of Sailors 
making them invaluable assets to the Navy. It's an important 
part of the 21st Century Sailor and Marine initiative which 
consolidates a set of objectives and policies, new and existing, 
to maximize Sailor and Marine personal readiness, build 
resiliency and hone the most combat-effective force in the 
history of the Department of the Navy. 
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32. Momsen Sailors Take College Classes While Underway 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 06 APR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Carlos M. Vazquez II, USS Momsen Public Affairs 

USS MOMSEN, At Sea -- Sailors aboard the Arleigh 
Burke-class guided-missile destroyer USS Momsen (DDG 92) 
are pursuing their education while underway through the Navy 
College Program for Afloat College Education (NCPACE). 

The NCPACE program offers Sailors academic skills, 
developmental and college-level courses, both undergraduate 
and graduate, from regionally accredited institutions. 

"Before I joined the Navy, I dropped out of high school 
and got my GED [General Education Diploma]," said Fire 
Controlman 2nd Class James Anthony Covert, an NCPACE-
enrolled student majoring in electrical engineering. "I 
definitely never thought I'd go to college, and here I am." 

Covert, who has been taking distance learning courses 
while the ship has been deployed, said that ultimately, his goal 
is to earn a master's degree. 

Distance learning classes are self-paced and are 
administered on CDs, which do not require internet access, 
and books, which include lessons and quizzes. 

Currently, nine Momsen Sailors are enrolled in distance 
learning classes. 

"For deployment, NCPACE is the way to go because it is 
not subject to internet restrictions," said Ensign Andrew 
McCarthy, Momsen's education services officer. "You have all 
your materials already with you." 

Tuition for NCPACE courses is free for students who 
decide to take classes on board. Participants are only required 
to pay for textbooks and other course-related materials. 

Sailors, who balance studying as well as performing their 
duties underway, have three months to complete each course. 
When using tuition assistance, the Navy allows them to seek 
as many as 16 credits per year. 

"The Navy pays for the course," said Covert. "I just pay 
for the books." 

Obtaining a college degree enables enlisted Sailors to earn 
promotion points and will also aid those who intend to apply 
for officer or limited duty officer programs. 
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"This is the perfect time to do it, while we're at sea," said 
Covert. "I don't know why anyone wouldn't want to take 
advantage in the first place." 

McCarthy said NCPACE also helps Sailors to advance in 
pay grade and can prepare those Sailors who intend to separate 
from the Navy or join the Navy Reserve. 

"You will have those credits in your pocket, and it opens 
up your options in whatever career path you choose," 
McCarthy said. "There are so many benefits. I just wish more 
people would take advantage of them." 

Momsen and USS Sterett (DDG 104) are deployed with 
Destroyer Squadron (DESRON) 9 as part of the Abraham 
Lincoln Carrier Strike Group (ALCSG). ALCSG, which also 
includes the aircraft carrier USS Abraham Lincoln (CVN 72), 

embarked Carrier Air Wing (CVW) 2, and guided-missile 
cruiser USS Cape St. George (CG 71), is in the U.S. 5th Fleet 
area of responsibility conducting maritime security operations, 
theater security cooperation efforts and support missions as 
part of Operation Enduring Freedom. 

NCPACE supports the personal and professional growth 
of Sailors helping them earn degrees which help make them 
invaluable assets to the Navy. It's an important part of the 21st 
Century Sailor and Marine initiative which consolidates a set 
of objectives and policies, new and existing, to maximize 
Sailor and Marine personal readiness, build resiliency and 
hone the most combat-effective force in the history of the 
Department of the Navy. 
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33. How ‘Mother Of MRAP’ Earned Her Name 
SPAWAR engineer made the case for anti-landmine vehicles 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 07 APR 12) ... Jeanette Steele 

They call Susie Alderson the “Mother of MRAP” for two 
reasons. 

First, because she’s the Navy engineer who persuaded the 
military to embrace the Mine Resistant Ambush Protected, or 
MRAP, anti-landmine vehicle that is credited with saving lives 
in Iraq. 

Second, because she’s a civilian, and a mother of young 
boys, who went to the war zone to find a solution to the land 
mine problem. 

Alderson, a longtime employee at Space and Naval 
Warfare Systems Center Pacific in Point Loma, has earned the 
highest honorary award given by the Marine Corps to civilian 
employees, in recognition of her work jump-starting 
production of the MRAP. 

When she went to Iraq in February 2006, the request for a 
something like this vehicle had been made before. 

But, controversially, nothing had come of it. 
“What we were getting from every parent in America was 

‘Protect my boy.’ We were losing a lot of people. I looked at 
all those 19-year-olds as my sons,” says Alderson, who now 
works on anti-bomb robots at SPAWAR. 

“It almost became my personal vendetta. I’m getting these 
for you,” she says, remembering that period. 

Alderson, 55, was science adviser to Camp Pendleton’s 
1st Marine Expeditionary Force from 2004 to 2007. That’s the 
civilian assigned to help the commanding general use 
technology to assist the troops. 

It was rare for a science adviser to go to the war zone. Not 
to mention a civilian woman. She was issued dog tags and had 
to write a will. (The daughter and granddaughter of Marines, 
she insisted on being allowed to wear a sidearm.) 

But the Marines had taken big losses from roadside 
bombs — improvised explosive devices, in military parlance 
— since 2004 in Iraq. The anxiety level was high at the 
Pentagon, in Congress, on newspaper pages and among 
military families that more should be done to protect U.S. 
troops. 

Then-Rep. Duncan Hunter, a San Diego County 
Republican, actually parked a prototype armored truck at the 
entrance of the Pentagon to press the issue in mid-2004. At the 
time, much of the focus was on armoring traditional Humvees 

and producing jamming equipment to block the terrorists’ 
ability to detonate bombs. 

But young Marines and soldiers kept getting blown up 
throughout 2005 and 2006. Troops were even lining their 
vehicles with plywood to protect against blasts. 

In Fallujah for six months, Alderson began studying 
survivability data from roadside bomb incidents. There were a 
few mine-protected vehicles in the war zones, used primarily 
by bomb units and foreign countries. 

She saw that when mines hit those vehicles, there was a 
statistically significant difference in lives saved. 

Three things make the MRAP a better tool against bombs. 
First, it has a V-shaped undercarriage, which deflects the force 
of the blast. Second, its tires are one to two feet taller than 
those of a Humvee, putting the Marines farther away from the 
explosion. Finally, the material of the MRAP’s “hull” is 
thicker. 

“It was my star,” said Alderson, referring to what her data 
revealed. “If they are in this vehicle and an IED hits them, 
they don’t die.” 

Alderson took her evidence to Maj. Gen. Anthony 
Jackson, who was then deputy commanding general of Marine 
forces in U.S. Central Command, the headquarters for the Iraq 
War. Jackson had recently been in Afghanistan and had 
traveled in a South African anti-mine vehicle. He saw what it 
could take. 

Jackson told her to prepare a presentation with her 
statistics. He hoped that Alderson’s way of delivering the 
message would make a difference. 

“I knew that generals before me — who were even senior 
to me — had proposed this and it had not been bought off on, 
writ large,” said Jackson, recently retired from the Corps. 

“Susie had this great data which showed how we could 
really reduce deaths and maiming. And not only is Susie a 
great scientist, but she’s a mother and she had teenage boys,” 
Jackson said. 

“So I figured if two-star and three-star generals had not 
been successful, then maybe Susie’s numbers and her 
presenting the brief — very different from us warriors 
presenting it — it would have a chance.” 

It did. 



 

31 
 

Their boss, Lt. Gen John Sattler, then-commanding 
general of the 1st Marine Expeditionary Force, took the 
briefing to the Marine Corps commandant, at that time Gen. 
Michael Hagee. He said yes. 

The Marine Corps became the proponent for the MRAP 
and placed its first large orders for the 14-ton trucks. (Getting 
early manufacturing rolling wasn’t easy. Initially, only one 
small U.S. factory made the vehicle.) 

By March 2007, then-commandant Gen. James Conway 
told the U.S. Senate that a Marine is four to five times safer in 
an MRAP than in an up-armored Humvee. 

Then-Defense Secretary Robert Gates said in 2007 that 
getting MRAPs into the battlefield — for all ground troops, 
not just Marines — was his top priority. 

It became the single-largest acquisition program since the 
Sherman tank. As of early 2011, the Pentagon had approved 
purchase of 25,700 MRAP vehicles for all services, according 
to the Congressional Research Service. The cost for the 
program through fiscal 2011 was more than $40 billion. 

Gen. James Mattis, who succeeded Sattler as 1MEF 
commanding general from 2006 and 2007, praised Alderson in 
a nomination for the Global War on Terrorism medal, which 
she received in April 2009. 

“It is with particular pride that I note the professional 
concern, understanding of the problem and perseverance of 
Ms. Alderson in one of our most critical war efforts, counter-
IED,” wrote Mattis, who now heads U.S. Central Command. 

“(It) has the Marine Corps in the lead of all services, and 
well on the way to providing improved protection for our 
Marines” in Iraq. 

The vehicle eventually became controversial for its 
expense — from roughly $500,000 to $1 million each — and 

its early tendency to roll over. Also, getting them into the 
battlefield is costly and cumbersome because of their size. 

The Marines decreased their original request for 3,700 of 
the massive vehicles to 2,300 by the end of 2007, citing the 
desire to use a mixed fleet including more nimble vehicles, 
such as Humvees, and a decline in bomb attacks. 

But they are being used by U.S. troops in Afghanistan, 
where the roadside bomb continues to be the terrorist’s 
favorite weapon. 

A next-generation version of the MRAP is more like an 
all-terrain vehicle — lighter and better for use in 
Afghanistan’s rough landscape. 

Alderson acknowledges criticism of the MRAP. 
“Technology is never the cheapest solution,” she said. 

“That’s the thing that saved us right then and there. There may 
be less expensive solutions now. Then, there weren’t.” 

It’s not as good a tool in Afghanistan, she added, where 
the challenge now is protecting Marines on foot patrol. 

One of Alderson’s partners in the early effort was Gary 
Supnick, a now-retired colonel who was chief of staff of 
Central Command Marine forces at the time. 

“It’s very satisfying to be part of something that has had 
such a large effect, that makes a difference for your institution 
and others,” Supnick said. 

The Superior Civilian Service commendation that 
Alderson received in September credits her with “initiative, 
perseverance and total dedication to duty” and with 
“upholding the highest traditions of the Marine Corps.” 

Discussing the effort now, she holds out her forearms. 
She gets goose bumps thinking about it. 
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34. Face Of Defense: Wounded Corpsman Returns To Action 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 06 APR 12) ... By Marine Corps Sgt. James Mercure, Regimental Combat Team 6, 1st 
Marine Division 

FORWARD OPERATING BASE WHITEHOUSE – 
Navy Petty Officer Third Class Chase Speed still has the 
blood-soaked belt he was wearing when an insurgent put a 
bullet through it last year. 

Speed, a native of Orangeburg, S.C., was serving as a 
corpsman with Charlie Company, 1st Battalion, 8th Marine 
Regiment, the day his platoon was inserted by helicopter into 
Jahazi, a small town that was a hotbed for insurgent activity. 

“I saw guys watching us from the tree line and from a 
compound to our southeast. A fire-team element of military-
age males went into the same compound so we knew our 
position was about to get attacked,” Speed said. “Sure enough, 
we started to take fire from the compound, and our staff 
sergeant yelled to take cover, and then we began to engage 
them. As we were bounding to a different compound, I got hit 
and kept running another 50 meters. I got on the ground facing 
the enemy and kept firing to protect my guys.” 

Suffering from a deep laceration in his right hip, while 
consistently receiving automatic weapons fire from the 
insurgents, Speed heard his staff sergeant yell, “Corpsman 
up!” 

“I half ran, half limped to the Marine we thought was in 
trouble,” Speed said. “I checked him out, and he didn’t have 
any apparent injuries, so we busted into a nearby compound. I 

told him, ‘I think I got shot in the [butt].’ We both laughed 
about that in the middle of the firefight.” 

Once inside the compound, Speed was able to check his 
wounds and begin to apply first aid. 

“I looked down and saw I had an entrance wound near the 
base of my spine, and the exit wound was coming out of my 
right hip,” he said. “Luckily, the bullet cauterized the wound, 
so there wasn’t as much bleeding as there could have been.” 

After the Marines called for a medical evacuation for their 
‘Doc,’ his right leg had gone numb. He could no longer walk 
without help. 

“A sergeant had to help me get to the bird as it was 
coming in. I hadn’t taken any of the meds I was carrying in 
case my Marines got hurt worse than me,” Speed said. “So I 
was glad when the crew chief gave me something to dull the 
pain when I got on the helicopter.” 

After several operations and two weeks of recovery at 
Camp Bastion, ‘Doc’ Speed returned to his unit, which was 
still engaged in the fight. 

“The day he got back he was still smiling and as happy-
go-lucky as ever,” said Navy Petty Officer 1st Class Gerald 
Brant Jr., an independent duty corpsmen who worked with 
Speed last year and during his current deployment. “It was like 
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getting shot didn’t affect him. He still went on patrols with his 
Marines and still kept up like nothing happened to him.” 

Throughout the whole ordeal, Speed has stayed positive, 
setting his sights on continuing his career in the Navy. 

“Ever since I got injured, I’ve had more pride in the 
uniform and understand that if you get knocked down, you 
have to get right back up,” the Purple Heart Medal recipient 
said. “I get sharp pains every now and then, but it doesn’t slow 

me down a bit. I still keep up with my guys, and I keep 
pushing forward no matter what, because my Marines count 
on me, and I will be there for them.” 

Speed is serving as a corpsman with Police Advisor Team 
2, 1st Bn., 8th Marines, and he said he plans on becoming a 
naval officer as a critical care nurse after returning from his 
current deployment. 
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35. Sailor Found Dead at Camp Lemonnier, Djibouti 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 09 APR 12) ... Camp Lemonnier, Djibouti Public Affairs 

CAMP LEMONNIER, Djibouti -- A U.S. Navy Sailor 
assigned to Naval Mobile Construction Battalion Three 
(NMCB 3) was found dead as the result of a non-combat 
related incident at Camp Lemonnier, Djibouti, April 7. 

The incident is under investigation. The Sailor's name is 
being withheld pending notification of next of kin. 

"The Camp is deeply saddened by the loss of one of our 
shipmates," said Capt. Scott Hurst, commanding officer of 

Camp Lemonnier. "Our thoughts and prayers go out to the 
Sailor's family during this difficult time." 

NMCB 3 is deployed to the U.S. Africa Command area of 
responsibility in support of Combined Joint Task Force - Horn 
of Africa, which conducts operations to enhance partner nation 
capacity, promote regional stability, dissuade conflict and 
protect U.S. and coalition interests. 
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FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
36. Sequestration Could Be Left To Lame-Duck U.S. Congress 
(DEFENSE NEWS 07 APR 12) ... Kate Brannen 

Between now and Jan. 2, when automatic spending cuts 
are set to slash up to $54 billion from the Pentagon’s 2013 
budget, there is only one date that truly matters: Nov. 6, 
Election Day. 

That is practically the only thing that people watching the 
U.S. government’s budget battle can agree on. 

“Barring an earth-changing event, it’s hard to see any 
political agreement before the election,” said David Berteau of 
the Center for Strategic and International Studies. 

How Democrats and Republicans fare at the polls will 
determine whether some kind of deal on deficit reduction and 
a slew of other issues can be achieved during the final weeks 
of the 112th Congress. 

For people with a stake in defense spending, sequestration 
— the process by which automatic spending cuts will take 
place — is the most significant problem that needs to be 
solved. However, it is just one of several divisive issues that 
will be on Congress’ plate in December. 

Around that time, the U.S. Treasury is expected to ask for 
another extension of the debt ceiling or risk defaulting on U.S. 
debt. The tax cuts that were first signed into law by President 
George W. Bush are set to expire at midnight on New Year’s 
Eve. Appropriations bills for fiscal 2013 will need to be 
passed, or at the very least a temporary spending bill to avert a 
government shutdown. Reauthorization is needed for the farm 
bill and transportation funding. Plus, the so-called “doc fix,” a 
temporary measure by which doctors are paid by Medicare, 
will also require legislative action. 

While the number of items is astounding, the fact that so 
many are on the table could mean a grand bargain is within 
reach, according to former budget officials and defense 
analysts. 

With months to go and so much at stake, speculation is 
running rampant in Washington: What are the chances a lame-
duck Congress will solve any of these problems? 

In the meantime, the Pentagon and other federal agencies 
under the sequester gun are beginning to consider their options 
as they begin building their 2014 budget requests. 

Looking Ahead 
When Congress returns to work after the November 

elections, some members will have lost their re-election bids 
and will know that come January, when the 113th Congress 
begins, they will not be returning to Capitol Hill. This is 
what’s called a lame-duck Congress. 

Speaking March 27 in Washington, Rep. Barney Frank, 
D-Mass., predicted this December would be the most powerful 
lame-duck session in history, with the results of the November 
elections shaping everything. 

While a decisive win for either party would remove any 
incentive to tackle these big problems in December, the 
consensus is that divided government is here to stay. 

The likelihood that either side will receive a mandate to 
act from the election is very low, said Mackenzie Eaglen, a 
fellow at the American Enterprise Institute. 

While the White House or one of the congressional 
chambers could flip, the government will likely remain 
divided between the two parties, she said. 

For that reason, the results of the election may not matter 
all that much, Berteau said. 

“I have cautious optimism that the lame duck might be 
able to solve this, almost regardless of the outcome of the 
election,” he said. 

For now, Berteau is not alone in his optimism. 
“There is a genuine desire on the part of members of both 

parties for a deal that goes big,” Eaglen said. 
A large-scale debt deal was within reach last summer 

before negotiations between the White House and House 
Speaker John Boehner, R-Ohio, collapsed. 
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It was also the goal of the bipartisan congressional 
supercommittee before it announced it had failed to reach an 
agreement on deficit reduction in November. 

The list of issues that are up in the air until after the 
election is getting long. That could be a recipe for a train 
wreck or the opportunity to make a deal, said Gordon Adams, 
who oversaw national defense budgeting at the Office of 
Management and Budget (OMB) during the Clinton 
administration. 

“It’s not definitive, but the opportunity for a deal is 
enormous when you get to November and December,” Gordon 
said. 

According to an April 2 report by Credit Suisse, the items 
that are realistically going to be in play in December are the 
upper-income Bush tax cuts; the lower payroll tax rates and 
unemployment benefits; and sequestration cuts. 

It is an unlikely scenario, but if the automatic cuts to 
discretionary spending go forward and all of the Bush tax cuts 
are allowed to expire, the U.S. Gross Domestic Product (GDP) 
will take a 4 percent hit, according to the analysis. “Until 
Congress acts, the economy will still technically be on a 
collision course with the largest fiscal hit in modern times.” 

That could serve as impetus to act. Or, Congress could 
choose to avert the crisis and kick the can down the road with 
some kind of temporary fix, “as there won’t be enough time or 
political will to deal with big changes to policy,” according to 
the Credit Suisse report. 

Todd Harrison, an analyst at the Center for Strategic and 
Budgetary Assessments (CSBA), said he agrees. “I think the 
most likely outcome is that the lame-duck Congress punts on 
the big issues and lets the next Congress deal with it.” 

Pentagon Choices 
While full-blown sequestration remains an unlikely 

outcome, the pressure is on the Pentagon to consider its 
options if further cuts to defense spending are called for. 

For now, DoD officials maintain they are not planning for 
sequestration. However, Defense Secretary Leon Panetta has 
told Congress that the Defense Department will begin 
planning this summer if there is still no deal within sight. 

To do so, DoD will need to know the baseline from which 
sequester cuts will be made and the amount of flexibility it 
will have in administering those cuts. 

Berteau said there is “vigorous internal debate” over what 
the baseline would be in the case of sequestration. 

The Budget Control Act mandates that roughly $500 
billion be cut from the defense budget over the next decade if 
Congress fails to identify $1.2 trillion in deficit reduction. 

According to analysis by CSBA, sequestration would take 
an extra $54 billion from the 2013 budget, dropping the base 
budget to $472 billion from the Pentagon’s request of $525 
billion. 

However, the Budget Control Act (and the 1980s Gramm-
Rudman-Hollings legislation on which it is based) is 
ambiguous about what the baseline should be. 

Depending on the baseline, the Pentagon may have to ax 
anywhere from $30 billion to $55 billion, Berteau said. 

Adams said he doesn’t think it is quite that uncertain. 
“My understanding is that the baseline will be whatever 

action has been taken by the appropriators at that point in 
time,” he said 

Before the Pentagon or the rest of the government can 
plan for sequestration, it needs guidance from OMB about 
how these cuts will be administered. 

The cuts could hit at the title level — for example, DoD-
wide procurement. Or they could target the account level, the 
sub-account level or the program element level, which would 
be the most restrictive. 

Many expect OMB to issue guidance to plan for the most 
painful, least flexible cuts possible in an effort to spur 
Congress to act. 

Giving the Pentagon flexibility to administer the cuts 
makes sequestration more acceptable, and that was never the 
point, Berteau said. 

There is no incentive for OMB to announce that decision 
now, without seeing what the cards will look like when they 
are dealt in November, Adams said. 

In the meantime, it is possible the Pentagon will start 
drafting alternative budget scenarios like it did last summer in 
preparation for the Budget Control Act, Berteau said. 

This type of planning has become the norm inside the 
Pentagon. However, under sequestration, it’s not an alternative 
budget that will be needed, but a brand new strategy, Eaglen 
said. 

Testifying before the House Armed Services Committee 
in February, Panetta said, “If you take another $500 billion out 
of this defense budget, the strategy I just presented you, I’d 
have to throw out the window.” 
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37. Navy Hopes Increased Funding Keeps Its Ships In Shape Longer 
(STARS AND STRIPES 08 APR 12) ... Erik Slavin 

YOKOSUKA NAVAL BASE, Japan — Like some of the 
senior Sailors who walk its deckplates, the USS Blue Ridge 
did a little weightlifting recently to stave off the physical 
decline that sometimes comes with getting older. 

Machines stacked tons of varying weights aboard each 
side of the 7th Fleet command ship at a Yokosuka drydock, 
while a survey team collected data that could help the ship 
remain on active duty well after its current crewmembers call 
it a day. 

The Blue Ridge is now scheduled to keep sailing through 
2039, 70 years after it launched from Philadelphia and decades 
beyond its original retirement date. 

It is an unprecedented lifespan for a ship of its caliber in 
the modern Navy. 

It is also doable, Navy officials say, with the proper 
maintenance — something top admirals have conceded that 
the service did a subpar job of ensuring for decades. 

Navy officials say the qualitative problems plaguing ship 
maintenance have been addressed, but analysts are split over 
whether the funding that maintenance is receiving is enough to 
keep the service dominant in hot spots like the Pacific waters, 
where territorial squabbles and China’s growing military 
might have U.S. allies in the region concerned. 

During the last two years, 24 percent of the 59 ships 
reviewed by the Navy Board of Inspection and Survey were 
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given marks of either “degraded” or “unsatisfactory.” The 
Navy did not respond to numerous requests for the data cited 
in the Navy review. 

Those deficiencies are the product of a long record of 
risky maintenance policy, said Peter Daly, a retired vice 
admiral who left the service in 2011 as deputy commander of 
the U.S. Fleet Forces Command. Daly, now CEO of the U.S. 
Naval Institute, said surface ship maintenance has been 
underfunded for at least 20 years. 

“People saw readiness funding as a competitor for buying 
new ships,” Daly said. 

In the 1990s and 2000s, the Navy had removed so much 
money and so many workers from repair facilities and ships 
that their maintenance data was incomplete, leading service 
officials to believe that ships were better off than they were, 
which led to further maintenance budget cuts. 

The systematic flaws were identified by 2008, Daly said. 
The Navy commissioned a panel led by retired Vice Adm. 
Phillip Balisle to study the budgetary and manning problems, 
which were detailed in a 2010 report. 

Daly, echoing Navy leaders who testified before Congress 
last year, said that more sea billets and better inspections 
provided in the past few years have fixed the maintenance 
process. In the short term, that means inspections are likely to 
find more unfit ships. 

Vice Adm. Kevin McCoy, head of Naval Sea Systems 
Command, told Congress in July that numbers on ship 
readiness “may turn a little harsher” before the reforms take 
hold. 

“We are not good to go,” McCoy said. 
Even with better methods in place, the budget picture 

remains murky. 
The 2013 budget sent to Congress by the president would 

increase ship maintenance spending by 12 percent, to about 
$5.1 billion, excluding ship depot funding. The bump means 
that 43 ships are scheduled to undergo some type of 
maintenance period in 2013, up from 23 in 2012, but far fewer 
than the 86 serviced in 2011. 

The budget proposal is still too low to fix the Navy’s 
maintenance woes, said Mackenzie Eaglen, resident fellow at 
the American Enterprise Institute think tank in Washington, 
D.C. 

“The Navy’s been stressed past the breaking point for the 
past four years,” said Eaglen, a staff member on the 2010 
Quadrennial Defense Review Independent Panel. Poor fleet 
readiness statistics “aren’t going to change much because the 
budget needle didn’t move enough.” 

The 2013 budget was crafted before the president’s Jan. 5 
strategic guidance outlining the Pentagon’s new emphasis on 
the Asia-Pacific region. 

“Subsequent budgets could be expected to show relatively 
greater future investments in capabilities needed in the Asia-
Pacific region,” said Jan van Tol, a retired captain who 
commanded the USS Essex in Japan and is now a senior 
fellow at the Center for Strategic and Budgetary Assessments. 

Increased movements and operations in Asia would also 
require maintenance budget increases. That could ultimately 
benefit the Blue Ridge, which Navy engineers acknowledge 
needs a lot of work to keep sailing, even if operations stay at 
their current level. 

A 2011 Navy plan would place the Blue Ridge in nine- to 
12-week maintenance periods annually through 2026, at an 
average cost of $6.9 million each year. 

Before much of that work begins, the engineers need to 
know whether the ship is imbalanced, which is why they 
stacked all of those weights on the ship’s deck. An imbalance 
can leave a ship listing dangerously in rough seas. 

“The ship has been around [40-plus] years now,” said Lt. 
Jerry Belmonte, the ship’s damage control assistant. “A lot of 
additions and equipment have possibly offset the center of 
gravity of the ship. For us to get an expanded lifespan, we 
need to know where the new center of gravity is.” 

The Blue Ridge’s hull is in good shape, according to 
engineering surveys. If the ship receives periodic system 
upgrades and proper inspections continue, the ship should be 
able to sail through 2039, Daly said. 

However, some doubt remains as to whether the money to 
maintain the Blue Ridge and other long-in-the-tooth ships will 
be there in the future, as lawmakers continue attempts to 
curtail federal spending. 

“The thing that keeps me up at night is whether 
[Congress] will come back to defense again and break the 
military capability that we need for the nation,” Daly said. 

Even if the Blue Ridge gets the money that engineers 
anticipate it will need, it may need more if the Navy pushes it 
too hard, as it has been doing to multiple ships in the fleet. 

In July, McCoy warned that the Navy’s operations tempo, 
where ships average about 40 percent of their time on 
deployment, was unsustainable. 

The Blue Ridge spent 28 percent of 2011 engaged in 
operations and 40 percent of the year at sea or otherwise away 
from its homeport, according to Navy figures. 

Van Tol mainly attributes the higher overall tempo to 
commitments in Central Command, which includes the 
Middle East and Horn of Africa. 

However, van Tol said that operational demands on the 
7th Fleet could increase if China returns to the pattern of 
belligerent behavior it displayed in 2010, which included 
incidents at sea with U.S. ships and disputes over territory 
with U.S. allies. 

“There is certainly a current tension between increased 
commitments globally and the need to do recurrent 
maintenance,” van Tol said. “As material problems 
accumulate or are allowed to get worse, the cost of fixing 
them increases, so it’s a classic case of, ‘Pay me now, or pay 
me later.’ 

“That’s the constant trade-off Navy leadership is faced 
with,” van Tol said. 
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38. U.S. Navy Focus Shifts To Asia-Pacifica 
(AVIATION WEEK 06 APR 12) ... David Fulghum 

The U.S. Navy’s expanding mission in Asia and the 
Pacific Ocean is a striking example of early planning turned 

on its head by changing threats. That upset is now being 
righted by innovations on the fly. 
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New technologies—including aircraft carriers and 
stealthy strike aircraft—will be transferred to the Asia-Pacific 
theater. But equally new, foreign-built surveillance systems, 
electronic attack weapons and cyber invasion tools are 
unexpectedly threatening crucial sensors and communications 
on advanced ships and aircraft, say top Pentagon officials. 

The advanced F-35 Joint Strike Fighter, for example, has 
a new vulnerability. Its wide-angle field-of-view radar can be 
attacked with cyber weapons through its active, electronically 
scanned array (AESA) antennas. Airborne cyber¬ weapons 
form data beams that can be packed with malware and 
directed into a target antenna. These devices are being 
developed by several nations specifically to electronically 
attack, jam, invade and exploit high-value, airborne targets, 
say U.S. electronic warfare (EW) specialists. 

In particular, U.S. analysts have been watching China 
develop EW platforms to attack specific types of high-value 
sensor and command-and-control aircraft, says a longtime 
U.S. EW specialist. These include E-3 AWACS air-to-air 
radar, E-8 Joint Stars air-to-ground radar and P-8 maritime 
surveillance aircraft. 

“Electronic attack can be the method of penetrating a 
system to implant viruses,” says the EW specialist. “You’ve 
got to find a way into the workings of that [target] system and 
generally that’s through some sort of emitted signal.” 

Moreover, three years ago, several terabytes of data—
some of it related to the F-35’s electronics systems—were 
copied during a series of break-ins of contractor networks. 
Penetrations were traced to known Chinese Internet addresses. 

Part of the Navy’s strategy is to shift at least one 
additional, new-built aircraft carrier—packed with AESA-
equipped aircraft—to the West Coast for duty in the Pacific. 
The new carrier designs have added aircraft elevators and 
centralized weapons lifts to increase the speed of rearming and 
sortie generation by 25%, says Rear Adm. Thomas Moore, the 
Navy’s program executive officer for aircraft carriers. 

But Rep. Adam Smith (D-Wash.), ranking member of the 
House Armed Services Committee, has noted the “constantly 
evolving and changing” cyber¬ threat. 

In fact, the potential problem threatens the advanced radar 
on all models of the F-35, F/A-18 Super Hornet and EA-18G 
Growler. Each has an AESA that doubles or triples the radar’s 
resolution and ranges over conventional radio-frequency 
sensors. The radars also are adept at collecting signals that can 
be altered and infected. 

“I’m particularly worried about the effects of jammers 
[and cyber attack] on our radars,” says Deputy Defense 
Secretary Ashton Carter. “It’s difficult to separate electronic 
warfare from cyber attack. EW is an area that is under¬valued 
and under stressed. In some places we’ve fallen behind.” 

As a result, initiatives are being launched to block those 
radar vulnerabilities. Last summer, specialists started combing 

through the Pentagon’s EW programs and will decide this fall 
where to allocate additional funds to catch up, says Carter. 
Specialists know a lot about EW and cyber operations as 
applied in Iran and Afghanistan, but now the Air Force and 
Navy are looking at the more formidable technologies they 
will face in the Asia-Pacific region. So far, most of the 
upgrades for tactical aircraft and shipboard radars to counter 
jammers and cyber attacks have been sustained in the 
proposed 2013 budget. But cuts will still impact EW and cyber 
programs. 

“We’re still not remotely satisfied with cyber [defenses],” 
says Carter. “We have several different projects ... to secure 
military networks and to provide network support for the 
civilian infrastructure. When it comes to cyber, we’re not only 
protecting but actually increasing a lot of the new 
capabilities.” 

The veteran airborne EW specialist says the threat to 
radars and other systems using AESA antennas is less a 
looming catastrophe than simply another thrust and parry in 
the fencing match of EW that has been going on since before 
World War II. “As radars mature, the signals processing gets 
smarter and intrusion becomes less of an issue until some new 
technique is invented,” he says. “The benefit of our new 
systems is that they have multiple sensors covering different 
parts of the electromagnetic spectrum that ¬allow sensor 
fusion to overcome point solutions with digital RF memory 
and tremendous signal processing capability.” 

As for whether an AESA could serve as a conduit for EW 
or cyber attack, the same issue surrounds any other electronic 
aperture on an aircraft, ship or vehicle. In fact, AESAs have 
had to deal with jamming and spoofing from the beginning of 
their use. The first F-22 squadron, for example, had its 
sensitive electronic surveillance overwhelmed by large radars 
on ships from the nearby Norfolk, Va., naval base. 

“The only new issue is the attempted introduction of a 
virus or some other network attack element through the 
AESA,” says the EW specialist. “All are conduits for 
incoming signals. The question is how you process the signal 
to retain the value-added information and reject or exploit the 
hostile content. As in most systems, we have multiple layers 
of signals rejection.” 

There are ways to attack an AESA radar on a dedicated 
one-to-one basis, says Lt. Gen. Herbert Carlisle, the Air 
Force’s deputy chief of staff for operations. However, that 
vulnerability can be mitigated by the fusion of multiple radars. 
If several aircraft with ¬AESAs network themselves together, 
the radar being attacked can shut down and rely on 
information available on the network. Another option is to 
switch to infrared or electro-optical sensors. 

“There is a technique we are looking at that involves 
sensor fusion combined with a network-integrated capability 
to take data from multiple sources as a defense,” Carlisle says. 
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39. Navy's Robot Helicopters Will Automatically Spot Pirates 
(INNOVATION NEWS DAILY 06 APR 12) 

Helicopter drones that have already helped catch cocaine 
smugglers at sea could soon get much smarter about hunting 
modern-day pirates. The U.S. Navy plans to upgrade its 
robotic Fire Scouts with electronic "brains" that are able to 

automatically recognize small pirate boats spotted through 3D 
laser imaging. 

The Fire Scout drones would bounce millions of laser 
pulses off distant objects to create a 3D "radar" image of any 
boats on the high seas — a technology known as LIDAR or 
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LADAR — so that their new software could automatically 
compare the 3D images to pirate boat profiles on record. A 
first test is scheduled to take place with seven small boats off 
the California coast this summer. 

"The automatic target recognition software gives Fire 
Scout the ability to distinguish target boats in congested 
coastal waters using LADAR, and it sends that information to 
human operators, who can then analyze those vessels in a 3D 
picture," said Ken Heeke, program officer in the Office of 
Naval Research's Naval Air Warfare and Weapons 
Department. 

U.S. military analysts already suffer from serious 
information overload on modern battlefields, given the huge 
amounts of data collected by military sensors and drones. 
Having smarter robotic helicopters could ease the workload 
strain for Navy Sailors, who must otherwise eyeball the data 
coming from the new Multi-Mode Sensor Seeker (MMSS) — 
a sensor mix of high-definition cameras, mid-wave infrared 
sensors and the 3D LADAR technology. 

"Infrared and visible cameras produce 2D pictures, and 
objects in them can be difficult to automatically identify," said 

Dean Cook, principal investigator for the MMSS program at 
the Naval Air Warfare Center Weapons Division. "With 
LADAR data, each pixel corresponds to a 3D point in space, 
so the automatic target recognition algorithm can calculate the 
dimensions of an object and compare them to those in a 
database." 

Such LIDAR/LADAR technology has also interested 
other branches of the U.S. military. U.S. Special Forces 
helicopters could use LADAR to create 3D maps of the 
battlefield in bad weather conditions and avoid deadly crashes 
during attempted landings. The "AlphaDog" robot has also 
used such technology in early testing as a robotic battlefield 
mule for U.S. Marines. 

Meanwhile, the Navy has begun testing other new 
technologies to tackle the problem of piracy — an especially 
thorny issue because of Somali pirates attacking ships off the 
coast of East Africa. Its more forceful countermeasures 
include a combination of lasers and machine guns, as well as 
swarms of smart rockets capable of picking out their own 
small boat targets. 
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40. Amphibious Transport Dock Nearly Ready For New Duty 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 07 APR 12) ... Corinne Reilly 

NORFOLK -- Crews at a Norfolk shipyard are nearly 
finished retrofitting a decades-old Navy vessel that will soon 
be sent to the Middle East to serve as a floating staging base. 

The 42-year-old Ponce, formerly an amphibious transport 
dock, was set to be decommissioned after it returned from a 
deployment to Norfolk in December. 

A month later, the Pentagon decided it would instead use 
the ship to fill a long-standing request from U.S. Central 
Command, which oversees military operations in the Middle 
East, for a waterborne staging base - basically a lily pad for 
helicopters, patrol craft and personnel. 

Initial news reports said the military was rushing to turn 
the Ponce into a "mother ship" for Navy SEALs in response to 
increasing threats from Iran and al-Qaida, but officials were 
quick to call those reports inaccurate. They acknowledged that 
the ship is being overhauled unusually fast, in part because of 
pressing needs in the region, and special operations forces 
may use the platform from time to time. But a range of other 
personnel also will use it, they said, and the ship isn't being 
retrofitted specifically for SEALs. 

The idea for what the military calls an "afloat forward 
staging base" dates to the 1980s, although the Ponce will be 
the first ship to fill the role. It will probably do so for two to 
three years, until the Navy can build a new staging-base ship 
from scratch. 

The Ponce's missions will vary based on regional needs 
and will be decided by Central Command and the Navy's 5th 
Fleet, said Lt. Cmdr. Mike Kafka, a spokesman with Fleet 
Forces Command. Among the ship's likely jobs will be 
supporting mine-clearance operations. 

The Ponce has been at MHI Ship Repair in Norfolk since 
February; crews are overhauling its boilers, condensers and 
galley. They're also replacing equipment on the bridge for 
more automation, which will allow the Ponce to operate with a 
smaller crew of about 200, said James Marconi, a spokesman 
with Military Sealift Command, which will own the ship. 

Although it will be skippered by a commissioned Navy 
captain, only about a fourth of the crew will be Navy Sailors 
and officers; the rest will be civil service mariners, Marconi 
said. 

Work at MHI is on course to wrap up later this month, 
and the Ponce is expected to leave Norfolk for the Middle East 
in June or July. 

Unlike most Navy ships, it won't routinely return to its 
homeport. Instead it will probably remain deployed for the 
entire time it is in use, Kafka said. 

He said Navy Sailors who crew the ship will rotate aboard 
for 12-month assignments. 
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41. Navy Plans Buoys In Deeper Waters To Develop Wave Energy Technology 
The devices off Kaneohe Bay would be of a size needed to generate power for large numbers of customers 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 08 APR 12) ... Audrey McAvoy 

The Navy hopes to move a step closer to harnessing the 
power of the seas for electricity by expanding its testing of 
wave energy technology in Hawaii. 

The Navy has been testing an energy buoy in about 100 
feet of water off Marine Corps Base Hawaii in Kaneohe Bay 
for about 10 years. 

It now hopes to put two more buoys in water more than 
200 feet deep. 

The greater depth will allow it to test larger devices closer 
to the size it needs to generate energy for customers. 

The buoys would be installed only after the Navy obtains 
required environmental permits. 
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Bob Frederickson, who heads the Ocean Facilities 
Division at the Naval Facilities Engineering Command’s 
Engineering Services Center, said Monday that devices that 
generate enough electricity to power large numbers of 
customers won’t fit in shallower waters. 

“So this is kind of the next step toward 
commercialization,” he said of the planned new buoys. 

The Navy hopes to provide wave-produced energy to the 
Marine base in 2014. 

The Navy and Marine Corps have been aggressively 
pursuing energy sources other than fossil fuels. The Navy 
hopes to run 50 percent of its fleet on nuclear power and 
alternative fuels like algae by 2020. The Marine Corps is 
equipping Marines with solar-powered gadgets. 

Frederickson said it was too early to say how much power 
ocean waves would generate for the Marine base. 

The Navy plans to seek three ocean energy power 
developers to work on the project. Last week, it explained its 
plans to the industry during a conference at the base. 

Frederickson said the Navy would select companies that 
have the greatest potential to provide it with commercial wave 
energy in the future. 

Capt. Pete Lynch, the engineering command’s vice 
commander for the Pacific, said the Navy is committed to 
reducing its dependence on fossil fuels. 

“The ocean is an untapped resource and possible source 
of renewable energy,” he said in a statement issued about the 
industry conference. 
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42. Navy's Software Reuse Initiative Extended Across DoD 
(DEFENSE DAILY 06 APR 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

A repository created by the Navy for sharing and reusing 
software and hardware to promote innovation and save money 
has been expanded across the Defense Department, making it 
more accessible and easier to use, according to an official at 
the Defense Information Systems Agency (DISA). 

The Navy launched the Software, Hardware Asset Reuse 
Enterprise (SHARE) initiative five years ago with the idea of 
allowing companies to access open source software and 
innovate on existing coding while avoiding the need to write 
new software and integrate new technology into the fleet. 

SHARE is part of the Navy's--and now DoD's--efforts to 
move toward more open architecture systems. 

On March 30, SHARE was transitioned from Naval 
Systems Engineering Resource Center to DISA's forge.mil and 
is now known as Forge SHARE. It will now reach a broader 
user base for finding solutions to the Pentagon's program 
requirements. 

"The move to Forge.mil allowed the Navy to increase its 
scope beyond Navy audiences to include the entire DoD 
community," Dan Gahafer, the Forge.mil program manager, 
said. "Further, Forge SHARE alleviates concerns of product 
owners around intellectual property by removing the 
requirement that item artifacts be stored within the SHARE 
repository." 

Nick Guertin, the Navy's director for transformation who 
collaborated in the transition to DISA, said the Navy was able 
to take advantage of lessons learned with SHARE, particularly 
with regard to data rights, and shifted that knowledge to 
forge.mil. 

"We've taken the lessons the Navy learned out of 
operating the SHARE repository and we are bringing those 
things forward in DISA Forge SHARE," he said. 

"Visionaries for changing defense acquisition that started 
the Navy down the SHARE effort ... forced us to think about 
how we improve defense acquisition and helped us elevate our 
understanding of how to implement open architecture 
systems," he added. 

Open Architecture embraces the use of existing, 
commercially available technology to produce modular, 
interoperable systems with open design practices that can be 
easily upgraded and thereby reduce costs. The goal is reduce 
numbers of legacy systems that are expensive to maintain and 
upgrade. 

SHARE in the past has struggled to garner enough 
attention and coding deposits as the Navy has tried to work 
through the complications of the initiative. One issue has been 
a reluctance by companies to share their technology, fearing 
another firm could further develop it and leave the originator 
decoupled from its product. 
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43. Marines Push Quietly, But Hard, For Navy To Replace C-2s With V-22s 
(AOL DEFENSE 06 APR 12) ... Richard Whittle 

WASHINGTON - Landing a V-22 Osprey helicopter-
style on the sprawling flight deck of the nuclear aircraft carrier 
USS George H.W. Bush was a snap, says Marine Corps test 
pilot Capt. Dan McKinney. 

With Lt. Col. David Weinstein, McKinney did it a dozen 
times on March 20 – six landings in daylight, six at night. 
After their first two touchdowns, Sailors perched in the 
carrier's superstructure to watch the helicopter-airplane hybrid 
Osprey's first-ever carrier qualification landings, conducted off 
the coast of North Carolina, started giving the pilots "a lot of 
thumbs-up." 

Marine leaders hope the Osprey's "carrier quals," 
scheduled to continue in May and June, will help the Osprey 
get a thumbs-up as well from the admirals who run the Navy 

when they pick a replacement aircraft for their aging C-2A 
Greyhounds, the twin-engine turboprops that haul cargo, mail 
and passengers between carriers and the shore -- a mission 
called COD for "carrier on-board delivery." The first 
prototypes flew in 1964. 

The C-2 will soon be "an obsolete carrier on-board 
delivery platform," said Marine Col. Greg Masiello, who as V-
22 program manager for the Naval Air Systems Command is 
openly advocating the Osprey as a replacement. "I might be 
considered biased, but it's an ideal platform for aerial resupply 
for the Navy." 

A Navy purchase of Ospreys is hardly a new idea. In the 
1980s, when Navy Secretary John Lehman fathered the V-22 
program, the Navy was supposed to buy as many as 380 for 
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search and rescue and for anti-submarine warfare. That plan 
evaporated after Lehman left office in 1987, but since the 
1990s, the Navy has -- at least nominally -- had a plan to buy 
48 Ospreys. The V-22 first went into service with the Marines 
in 2007, though, and hasn't been available in the past when the 
Navy had a suitable requirement to fill. 

The Marines, along with Osprey makers Bell Helicopter, 
Textron, and Boeing, think buying 30 or so V-22s to replace 
the C-2A would be a fine place for the Navy to start fulfilling 
its plan to buy 48. Qualifying the Osprey to land on big deck 
carriers and other types of ships is partly an effort to help the 
sea service see how easy it could be to integrate the tiltrotor 
into their operations. The only other time an Osprey is known 
to have landed on a big deck carrier was when a Marine Corps 
V-22 carried Osama bin Laden's body from Afghanistan to the 
USS Carl Vinson last year for burial at sea. 

"The official position is, the Marine Corps needs to get 
the V-22 qualified on all the decks they can in the U.S. and 
foreign navies so they can do missions," an industry source 
said. "The Marines also want to sell V-22s, and they want to 
push the Navy into buying V-22s." 

Pentagon purchasing czar Frank Kendall confirmed in a 
March 1 letter to Congress that the Defense Department plans 
to buy 98 more V-22s – 91 MV-22s for the Marines and seven 
CV-22s for the Air Force – under a five-year fixed-price 
contract that would begin in fiscal 2013 and conclude in fiscal 
2017. That second multiyear contract leaves another 24 
Ospreys to be bought for the Marines and Air Force. 

Kendall certified in his letter that the government will pay 
at least $852 million less for those next 98 Ospreys – a savings 
of at least 10 percent – compared to what they would have 
cost under a series of annual contracts. A Navy purchase 
would be expected to lower the cost of the remaining 24 V-22s 
the Marines and Air Force want and bolster the logistics chain 
for both as well. 

The Navy's official target date for replacing its C-2As is 
2026, but realistically it will have to act sooner given its COD 
fleet's age. The service recently finished an Analysis of 
Alternatives that included comparing the V-22 to other 
options, such as remanufacturing its 35 C-2As to extend their 

service life or buying new ones from Northrop Grumman 
Corp., but the results of the AoA haven't been released. 

To help make the case for the Osprey, Masiello last 
October added to his staff Cdr. Sean McDermott, a C-2A pilot 
who previously commanded the Navy's East Coast COD 
squadron. 

Masiello argues that the V-22, though at about $67 
million (for the Marine Corps version) more expensive than a 
C-2A, would provide the Navy with a multirole aircraft whose 
speed, range, and ability to land like a helicopter would 
greatly expand a carrier group's flexibility. 

"We've seen that point proven out now, we believe, on 
multiple MEU deployments," he said. Commanders of Marine 
Expeditionary Units that deploy aboard three-ship 
Amphibious Ready Groups report that the Osprey's ability to 
take off and land like a helicopter but fly with the speed and 
range of a fixed-wing turboprop has greatly expanded the 
ARG/MEU's flexibility, allowing ships to operate at greater 
distances from each other and foreign coasts. 

Using Ospreys to deliver supplies, Masiello said, the 
Navy could abandon or modify its "hub and spoke" system of 
at-sea resupply of carrier strike groups, in which C-2As 
deliver cargo to the carrier and Sikorsky Aircraft H-60 
helicopters take supplies from the carrier to other ships. As the 
Marines and Air Force have shown, the Osprey can also do a 
range of other missions, from search and rescue to medical 
evacuation to carrying special operations troops on raids. The 
only ship a C-2A can land on is an aircraft carrier with an 
arresting wire for the plane's tail hook to catch and a catapult 
to give the Greyhound a high-velocity shove into the air at 
takeoff. 

Given the extraordinary pressure to cut defense spending 
these days and the large number of higher priorities, however, 
replacing the C-2A with anything is viewed by those 
following the issue as a low priority for most Navy leaders. 
"They want to put this off as long as they can," the industry 
official said. 

Masiello, though, thinks the day isn't far off when V-22s 
will be a regular sight on aircraft carrier decks. "I'm convinced 
it's not a question of if," he said, "it's a question of when." 
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BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
44. Navy Remains Backbone After Va. Beach Jet Crash 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 08 APR 12) ... Zinie Chen Sampson 

VIRGINIA BEACH, Va. — Virginia’s most populated 
city has long had a love affair with the military, and several 
people left homeless after a fighter jet leveled their apartments 
say the crash won’t change that. 

They’re accustomed to seeing Sailors in their dress blues 
around town, hulking Navy ships on the horizon and hearing 
the roar of jet engines overhead. They know such a crash is 
always a possibility. But it’s hard to hold a grudge against the 
city’s largest employer. 

“They’re a huge part of the community. They’re 
everywhere,” said city of Virginia Beach spokesman Marc 
Davis. “They’re our friends, they’re our neighbors, they’re our 
Little League coaches, their children go to Virginia Beach 
public schools. Navy wives and husbands are in the 

community doing volunteer work… There’s no such thing as a 
‘them and us.’” 

Dozens of apartment units were destroyed when the F/A-
18D Hornet careened into the Mayfair Mews apartment 
complex, but no one died — a fact local and Navy officials 
heralded as miraculous. Both pilots ejected before impact and 
survived, and the Navy is now investigating exactly what 
happened. Officials have said the jet suffered a massive 
mechanical malfunction soon after taking off Friday from 
nearby Naval Air Station Oceana. 

Some residents said they’ve known for some time that 
such a crash was a possibility. Jets frequently zoom overhead 
on training missions — the fighter that crashed Friday was 
piloted by a less-experienced aviator and his highly skilled 
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trainer, according to the Navy — sometimes near densely 
populated neighborhoods. 

Jeff Swoope, 55, was one of about two dozen apartment 
residents who had to find shelter at a hotel provided by the 
Red Cross. He had been pulling out of his parking space 
Friday when he saw the low-flying jet zooming toward him 
and drove away as fast as he could. Still, he’s not soured on 
the military, which he said has been a good neighbor. 

“I moved there after the base was there,” he said. “If jets 
really bother you, you don’t have to live there.” 

Virginia Beach and the Hampton Roads area have long 
had a symbiotic relationship with the military. In addition to 
Oceana and its ever-present fighter jets thundering overhead, 
the region also is home to the world’s largest naval base in 
Norfolk and Langley Air Force Base, among numerous others. 

Oceana is Virginia Beach’s largest employer, and the 
Navy alone has more than 120,000 military and civilian 
employees in Hampton Roads. The Navy Region Mid-Atlantic 
reported the 2010 economic impact for the region was $13.9 
billion, with more than 80 ships and 500 aircraft housed here. 

Virginia officials fought to keep Oceana as the East 
Coast’s master jet base in 2005, when the Pentagon considered 
closing it because of increasing development nearby. The city 
and state pledged to commit $15 million per year to stop 

development around the base, gobbling up hundreds of acres 
to ease encroachment. 

Additionally, the Navy has developed maps of zones 
where crashes could occur to help local governments limit 
growth there, part of an ongoing effort to increase cooperation 
between military and local officials. Both plan, train and 
prepare together for possible emergencies, including simulated 
crashes, said Davis, the Virginia Beach spokesman. 

That cooperation also was evident on Friday: It was 
residents, not emergency officials or Sailors, who pulled the 
two aviators to safety away from the flames. Video taken 
immediately after the crash showed neighbors hoisting fire 
hoses to help firefighters put out the blaze. Even Adm. John C. 
Harvey, commander of U.S. Fleet Forces, praised the 
cooperative effort. 

Virginia Beach EMS Division Chief Bruce Nedelka said 
he’s sure some will seize on the encroachment issue or blame 
the Navy for the damage, but that he believes the crash will 
bring the community and the military closer rather than 
pulling them apart. 

“Together we’ve built this community,” he said. “The 
strength of the military and the Navy is in large part because 
of its presence in Virginia Beach and the Tidewater area. That 
was absolutely evident in how we worked together as a 
collective body to work through this incident.” 
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45. Jet Crash Site Not Part Of BRAC-Required Buffers 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 08 APR 12) ... Aaron Applegate 

VIRGINIA BEACH -- Friday’s jet crash happened in one 
of the Navy’s official potential-crash zones, but not in the 
highest-risk zone. 

That means the accident was outside areas where the state 
and city have spent millions to limit development around 
Oceana Naval Air Station to comply with Pentagon demands 
outlined by the 2005 Defense Base Realignment and Closure 
Commission, or BRAC. 

The Mayfair Mews apartment complex is in what’s called 
“Accident Potential Zone 2,” or APZ-2. The 2005 BRAC 
report required Virginia Beach and Virginia to spend $15 
million to acquire land only in APZ-1, the highest crash-risk 
area. The city and state also buy property in what’s known as 
the “clear zone,” the land closest to Oceana runways. 

“The APZ-1 and the clear zones are the most critical areas 
identified by the Navy as areas of concern, and that’s why the 
city’s program focused on that,” Deputy City Attorney Bill 
Macali said. 

Since 2007, Virginia Beach and the state have spent $63 
million on 98 acres in APZ-1 and clear zones. They’ve spent 
$24.6 million more to acquire 1,692 acres between Oceana 
and Fentress Naval Auxiliary Landing Field. 

The city and state each have contributed $7.5 million a 
year to buy land since 2007. State legislators regularly 
wrangle over the state’s contribution but have continued to 
fund the program. Included in the two-year budget deal that 
legislators reached Thursday night is $7.5 million to purchase 
land in the first year of the proposed budget. 

That money is only in the first year and would come out 
of a state fund created to insulate Virginia from the effect of 

anticipated federal spending cuts, according to the House 
Appropriations Committee. 

Those funds have been the source of some budget 
disputes in recent years, but Gov. Bob McDonnell maintains 
that continued state support for the land acquisition is critical. 

“It’s been a priority every year, since the 2005 BRAC 
process took place, that the state was going to do everything it 
possibly could to help maintain the great master jet base at 
Oceana,” he said. 

He pledged to continue making the case for any support 
necessary to prevent force and asset reduction at the base. 

State Sen. Jeff McWaters, R-Virginia Beach, said now 
was too early to know how the crash would affect the land-
purchase program or the future of Oceana. He said the jets 
were “the price we have to pay for freedom and to defend our 
country … but we also have to continue to think about how we 
can make sure we protect the citizens of Virginia Beach, and 
I’m sure that’s something the Navy is constantly thinking 
about.” 

Sam Reid is a School Board member who lives in Oceana 
Gardens, an APZ-1 neighborhood. He cautioned against 
speculating about what the crash might mean for the base. 

“The jets have a really great safety record, if you think 
about cars driving around and getting in accidents every single 
day,” he said. 

“The Navy has been really good neighbors with us. 
Everybody likes to speculate and talk about the worst-case 
scenario, but hopefully it will work out.” 
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46. Sasebo Wins Awards For Environmental Quality, Safety 
(STARS AND STRIPES 07 APR 12) 

SASEBO NAVAL BASE, Japan — Sasebo Naval Base 
garnered two Navy-wide awards this week from the Chief of 
Naval Operations for environmental quality and safety. 

The base was officially notified Thursday that it had won 
the 2011 CNO Environmental Award for Environmental 
Quality in the Non-industrial Installation category, according 
to Ed Moon, installation environmental program director. 

On Friday, base officials learned Sasebo was selected as 
the 2011 CNO Shore Safety Award winner in the Non-

industrial Installation category for installations outside the 
continental U.S., said safety director Terry Renick. 

Base spokesman Charles Howard said it was rare that an 
installation would win two CNO awards in one year. 

“I’m immensely proud of the entire [Sasebo] population 
in garnering these CNO awards,” said installation commander 
Capt. Charles Rock in a statement to Stars and Stripes. 
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47. DPJ Group Calls for Relocating Futenma To Kadena 
(ASAHI SHIMBUN 07 APR 12) ... Takayuki Hayashi 

A group of ruling Democratic Party of Japan lawmakers 
proposed April 6 to provisionally relocate the U.S. Marine 
Corps Air Station Futenma to the sprawling Kadena Air Base, 
both in Okinawa Prefecture. 

The group, working with U.S. Senator Jim Webb, is 
trying to advance the thorny Futenma issue by freezing a 
controversial plan to relocate the air station to the Henoko 
district of Nago in the prefecture. 

But Japan's defense and foreign ministers dismissed the 
proposal, saying they are sticking to the plan to move it to 
Henoko, which Tokyo and Washington agreed to in 2006. 

The group, comprising 10 DPJ members of the Upper 
House, was formed April 6. It handed over its proposal to 
Webb, an advocate for moving Futenma's function to Kadena, 
who was visiting Japan. 

Webb, chair of the East Asian & Pacific Affairs 
Subcommittee at the Senate Committee on Foreign Relations 
and a member of Senate Armed Services Committee, has clout 
in Washington's policy toward Japan. 

Hajime Ishii, a member of the group and chair of the 
Upper House Budget Committee, said both governments 
should discuss a bold policy switch in current talks on the 
realignment of U.S. forces in Japan to lessen the burden on 
Okinawa. 

"If we insist on relocation to Henoko unnecessarily, we 
will miss the timing to resolve the question," Ishii said at a 
news conference after meeting with Webb. "We strongly call 
for a policy shift." 

He also said that he will make the proposal to Prime 
Minister Yoshihiko Noda in coming days. 

The proposal calls for a freeze on the relocation to 
Henoko for the foreseeable future in light of strong opposition 

from Okinawa Prefecture over the relocation within the 
prefecture. 

It also urges both governments to consider a proposal by 
the U.S. Senate to integrate the functions of Futenma to 
Kadena or temporarily move to existing U.S. bases. 

The idea of merging Futenma and Kadena has been afloat 
since Tokyo and Washington agreed on the return of Futenma 
in 1996. 

After the feasibility of moving it to Henoko became 
increasingly dim in the face of persistent objection from 
Okinawa, influential members of the U.S. Congress have 
mentioned the alternative to integrate it into Kadena. 

In May last year, Carl Levin, chair of the Senate Armed 
Services Committee, released a statement calling on the 
Defense Department to consider the new proposal. 

But both Tokyo and Washington are poised to hold on to 
the original plan, given the expected difficulty of materializing 
the alternative proposal. 

Local governments surrounding Kadena Air Base have 
been strongly opposed to possible integration, arguing it will 
exacerbate the roar of aircraft at the base, one of the largest in 
Asia. 

U.S. forces are also apparently reluctant about moving 
Marine Corps functions to the Air Force's bastion. 

Defense Minister Naoki Tanaka expressed concern on 
April 6 that the group's move could jeopardize the united front 
formed by the government and ruling party. 

Foreign Minister Koichiro Genba, who met Webb earlier 
April 6, dismissed the proposal, saying Tokyo will stick to the 
Henoko plan. 

"The current plan based on the bilateral agreement is the 
only valid way to advance the relocation issue," he said. 
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NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
48. Homelessness, Economic Woes Rising For Female U.S. Veterans 
More Women Vets Are Homeless, But Housing Scarce 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 09 APR 12) ... Eric Tucker and Kristin M. Hall 

WASHINGTON — Misha McLamb helped keep fighter 
jets flying during a military career that took her halfway 
around the world to the Persian Gulf. But back home, the 
Navy aircraft specialist is barely getting by after a series of 
blows that undid her settled life. 

She was laid off from work last year and lost custody of 
her daughter. She's grappled with alcohol abuse, a carry-over 
from heavy-drinking Navy days. She spent nights in her car 
before a friend's boyfriend wrecked it, moving later to a 
homeless shelter where the insulin needles she needs for her 
diabetes were stolen. 
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She now lives in transitional housing for homeless 
veterans — except the government recently advised occupants 
to leave because of unsafe building conditions. 

"I wasn't a loser," McLamb, 32, says. "Everybody who's 
homeless doesn't necessarily have to have something very 
mentally wrong with them. Some people just have bad 
circumstances with no resources." 

Once primarily male veteran problems, homelessness and 
economic struggles are escalating among female veterans, 
whose numbers have grown during the past decade of U.S. 
wars while resources for them haven't kept up. The population 
of female veterans without permanent shelter has more than 
doubled in the last half-dozen years and may continue 
climbing now that the Iraq war has ended, sending women 
home with the same stresses as their male counterparts — plus 
some gender-specific ones that make them more susceptible to 
homelessness. 

The problem, a hurdle to the Obama administration's 
stated goal of ending veterans' homelessness by 2015, is 
exacerbated by a shortage of temporary housing specifically 
designed to be safe and welcoming to women or mothers with 
children. The spike comes even as the overall homeless 
veteran population has gone down, dropping by nearly 12 
percent to about 67,500 between January 2010 and January 
2011, officials say. 

"It can't get any worse," McLamb says matter-of-factly, 
"'cause I've already been through hell." 

Veterans' homelessness, the subject of a March 
congressional hearing, has received fresh attention amid 
government reports documenting the numbers and identifying 
widespread flaws in buildings that shelter veterans. 

"I think it's very clear that women veterans in particular 
lack the services they need," Sen. Patty Murray, D-Wash., 
chairwoman of the Senate Veterans Affairs Committee, said in 
an interview. 

Female veterans make up about 8 percent of all veterans, 
or about 1.8 million, compared to just 4 percent in 1990. The 
number of homeless female veterans has more than doubled 
from 1,380 to 3,328 between fiscal year 2006 and fiscal year 
2010, according to a December U.S. Government 
Accountability Office report that found many with young 
children and nearly two-thirds between ages 40 and 59. 

A new report from the VA inspector general examining 
veteran housing that receive VA grants found bedrooms and 
bathrooms without locks, poorly lit hallways and women 
housed in facilities approved for men only. Nearly a third of 
the 26 facilities reviewed didn't have adequate safety 
precautions. One female veteran and her 18-month-old son 
were placed in the same facility as a male veteran who was a 
registered sex offender. 

Female service members, who in wars with increasingly 
blurred front lines return with post-traumatic stress disorder, 
face unique challenges, advocates say. Many have suffered 
sexual assault and remain too traumatized to share common 
space with men. Many are single mothers struggling to find 
housing for themselves and their children. They're also more 
likely to be jobless: Unemployment for female veterans 
who've served since September 2001 was 12.4 percent last 
year, slightly higher than for their male counterparts. 

Michele Panucci, a psychologist who treats women with 
military sexual trauma at a women-only VA clinic in 

Nashville, said traumatic experiences in the military can be a 
barrier to turn to the VA for help. 

"If it was authority that you don't like because of what 
happened to you in the military, you can then associate that 
with the VA or other helpful authorities," she said. 

The Department of Veterans Affairs says it's making 
progress. 

The proposed VA budget calls for, among other things, 
$300 million for grants and technical assistance to community 
nonprofits to help veterans stay in their home or find alternate 
housing. The department is increasingly focused on preventing 
veterans from becoming homeless and helping families stay 
together when possible, said Pete Dougherty, executive 
director of the VA's homeless veterans initiative office. 

One example is a support grant program for low-income 
veterans through which nonprofits and cooperatives provide 
health care services and financial planning, among other aid. 

"Part of what brings people to homelessness is isolation ... 
The more you can keep that internal support around, the 
better," he said. 

Chenae Perkins, who at 23 is the youngest woman in a 
transitional home for female veterans in Nashville, bears 
familiar hallmarks of homelessness. 

At 19, she deployed with her National Guard unit to Iraq, 
where she said she was sexually assaulted — she never 
reported it — endured an unnerving barrage of rocket attacks 
and witnessed gruesome injuries while working at a military 
hospital. She struggled to find steady jobs after returning from 
her 14-month deployment. 

"You go from making a certain amount of money while 
overseas and then coming back and living from paycheck to 
paycheck," she said. "It felt kind of demeaning." 

After substance abuse led to legal troubles, she was 
referred to a veterans service center in Nashville, which runs 
the women's transitional house. She's found women who 
understand her. 

"When I hear their stories, it relates to me, right on point. 
Their tempers and attitudes. How they changed from bubbly 
back then to how you are now. Everyone is irritable," Perkins 
said. 

The system was "built around a guy soldier," and female 
sexual trauma victims require extra care, said Kim Olson, a 
retired Air Force colonel and president and CEO of Grace 
After Fire, a female veterans' advocacy organization. 

"You think she's going to go to a facility with 46 other 
guys sleeping next door to her? No, she's not. She's simply not 
going to re-enter the environment if that is her issue," Olson 
said. 

The VA accommodates homeless veterans through a few 
initiatives. 

One program operated with the Department of Housing 
and Urban Development provides housing vouchers for 
veterans is particularly popular among women and has housed 
tens of thousands of veterans and their families. But the 
program is geared toward veterans who are most in need, and 
is generally limited to those requiring substance abuse, 
medical and mental health problems and other issues that need 
continuing attention. 

Another program offers grant and per diem money to 
nonprofits and community organizations to house veterans. 
But current law doesn't allow the VA to reimburse providers 
for housing children, creating a financial disincentive to do so. 
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The GAO report said more than 60 percent of the grant and 
per diem programs it surveyed that serve homeless women 
didn't house children. 

In Nashville, about an hour south of a major Army 
installation, there are just seven transitional beds for homeless 
single women veterans. 

"The new model is not in place around the country to 
serve women and children," said Dan Heim, the homeless 
veteran program manager in Nashville. 

McLamb never expected to be homeless. She joined the 
Navy in 1998, where she helped ensure aircraft had the 
necessary components for launch, and deployed three times to 
the Middle East — including after the Sept. 11 terrorist 
attacks. She left the military in 2005 to care for her daughter 
and after, she says, she was sexually assaulted at a Navy base 
in California. She never reported it. 

She held various jobs in the following years, but the 
bottom fell out in January 2011, when she lost an 
administrative contracting position at Fort Belvoir, Va. 

Unable to pay rent, and without reliable income, she lost 
custody of her 8-year-old daughter. She pingponged between a 

car, a homeless shelter and alcohol treatment before arriving 
in a nondescript brick building in Washington that offers 
transitional housing for homeless veterans participating in a 
work-therapy program. 

She had been earning a minimum-wage stipend from a 
clerical job at a VA hospital, but she said that position has 
expired. Benefits under the post 9/11 GI Bill provide her with 
a housing allowance, but her shoddy credit makes it near 
impossible to find a place of her own. 

She carries with her reminders of her life — past, present 
and future. A pink U.S. Navy hat. A resume touting accurate 
typing and excellent administrative skills. A photograph of her 
daughter, Simone, who lives in Georgia with her father but 
whose name will one day grace the name of a restaurant 
McLamb dreams of opening. 

Sometimes she feels she shouldn't be entitled to special 
treatment. 

But, she quickly added, "Then I jump back into the other 
mode and say, 'They owe me this because I risked my life for 
them and now I need somebody else's help, and I don't think 
that that's a bad thing to do, ask for help." 
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49. Young Vets’ Joblessness Hits 10.3 Percent 
(NAVY TIMES 06 APR 12) ... Rick Maze 

The Labor Department reported Friday that the 
unemployment rate for Iraq- and Afghanistan-era veterans was 
10.3 percent in March. That was slightly better than in March 
2011 but higher than the current overall 8.2 percent national 
jobless rate. 

For veterans of all generations, the March unemployment 
rate was 7.5 percent, according to the monthly employment 
situation report prepared by the Bureau of Labor Statistics. 

Men separated from the service since September 2001 had 
a slightly lower jobless rate than female veterans of the same 
generation. 

The March report appears to show that an unexplained 
drop in young veterans’ jobless rate in the Labor Department’s 
February report was a statistical fluke. 

The February data showed that the young veterans’ 
unemployment rate, which averaged 12.1 percent for 2011, 
had suddenly dropped to 7.6 percent — a decline far out of 
line with what veterans’ service organizations were reporting. 

Iraq and Afghanistan Veterans of America said in a 
survey of its membership released in March that 16.7 percent 
of its members were unemployed. Among the unemployed, 24 
percent said they could not find a job that matched their skills 
or experience, and 11 percent said they could not find a job 
that matched their level of education. 

Among those who are working, 33 percent said they were 
actively seeking other employment. 
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50. Week In Review Mar. 31, 2012 – Apr. 06, 2012 
(YOUTUBE 06 APR 12) ... U.S. Navy 

Welcome to this week's U.S. Navy multimedia production 
featuring selected images from around the fleet received 
during the week of Mar. 31, 2012 – Apr. 06, 2012. 

The images represent the work of the many naval 
photographers deployed worldwide and submitted to Navy 
Visual News Service. For access to more than 100,000 high 
resolution photos visit: 
    http://www.navy.mil/view_photos_top.asp  and 
http://www.flickr.com/photos/usnavy/    . 

View U.S. Navy YouTube Channel 
View Clip (RT: 2:09) 
Broadcast Clip - 7 in :70 (Apr. 06, 2012) 
(YOUTUBE 06 APR 12) U.S. Pacific Fleet 
A quick look at events and issues from the past week 

around Pacific Fleet making headlines at 
http://www.cpf.navy.mil. 

View Clip (RT: 1:10) 
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OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
51. America's Place In The New World 
(NEW YORK TIMES 08 APR 12) ... Charles A. Kupchan 

WASHINGTON – It’s election season again, and the 
main contenders for the Oval Office are knocking themselves 
out to reassure Americans that their nation remains at the 

pinnacle of the global pecking order. Mitt Romney recently 
declared that “this century must be an American century.” Not 
to be outdone, President Obama insisted in his State of the 
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Union address that “anyone who tells you that America is in 
decline” doesn’t “know what they’re talking about.” 

Mr. Romney and Mr. Obama might overdo it a bit, but 
they’re actually not far off the mark. Despite two draining 
wars, sluggish growth and a diffusion of power from the West 
to China and the "rising rest," a combination of economic 
resilience and military superiority will keep the United States 
at or near the top for decades. 

Still, they’re missing the point. The most potent challenge 
to America's dominance comes not from the continuing 
redistribution of global power, but from a subtler change: the 
new forms of governance and capitalism being forged by 
China and other rising nations. 

The democratic, secular and free-market model that has 
become synonymous with the era of Western primacy is being 
challenged by state capitalism in China, Russia and the 
Persian Gulf sheikdoms. Political Islam is rising in step with 
democracy across the Middle East. And left-wing populism is 
taking hold from India to Brazil. Rather than following the 
West’s path of development and obediently accepting their 
place in the liberal international order, rising nations are 
fashioning their own versions of modernity and pushing back 
against the West’s ideological ambitions. 

As this century unfolds, sustaining American power will 
be the easy part. The hard part will be adjusting to the loss of 
America’s ideological dominance and fashioning consensus 
and compromise in an increasingly diverse and unwieldy 
world. 

If American leaders remain blind to this new reality and 
continue to expect conformity to Western values, they will not 
only misunderstand emerging powers, but also alienate the 
many countries tired of being herded toward Western 
standards of governance. 

This transition won’t be easy. Since the founding era, the 
American elite and the public have believed in the universality 
of their model. The end of the cold war only deepened this 
conviction; after the collapse of the Soviet Union, democratic 
capitalism seemed the only game in town. But the supposed 
“end of history” didn’t last. Many developing nations have 
recently acquired the economic and political wherewithal to 
consolidate brands of modernity that present durable 
alternatives. 

The last 30 years of Chinese development, for example, 
look nothing like the path followed by Europe and North 
America. The West’s ascent was led by its middle class, which 
overturned absolute monarchy, insisted on a separation of 
church and state and unleashed the entrepreneurial and 
technological potential vital to the Industrial Revolution. In 
contrast, the authoritarian Chinese state has won over its 
middle class, and with reason: its economy outperforms those 
of Western competitors, enriching its bourgeoisie and lifting 
hundreds of millions out of poverty. 

And in today’s fast and fluid global economy, the control 
afforded by state capitalism has its distinct advantages, which 
is precisely why Russia, Vietnam and others are following 
China’s lead. 

The Middle East is similarly set to confound American 
expectations. Participatory politics may be arriving in the 
region, but most of the Muslim world recognizes no 
distinction between the realms of the sacred and the secular; 
mosque and state are inseparable, ensuring that political Islam 
is returning as coercive regimes fall. A poll last year revealed 

that nearly two-thirds of Egyptians want civil law to adhere 
strictly to the Koran, one of the main reasons Islamists 
recently prevailed in the country’s parliamentary elections. 

And Egypt is the rule, not the exception. If nothing else, 
the Arab Spring has shown that democratization does not 
equal Westernization, and that it is past time for Washington 
to rethink its longstanding alignment with the region’s secular 
parties. 

True, rising powers like India and Brazil are stable, 
secular democracies that appear to be hewing closely to the 
Western model. But these countries have democratized while 
their populations consist mainly of the urban and rural poor, 
not the middle class. As a result, both nations have embraced a 
left-wing populism wary of free markets and of representative 
institutions that seem to deliver benefits only to a privileged 
elite. 

Rising democracies are also following their own paths on 
foreign policy, foiling America’s effort to turn India into a 
strategic partner. New Delhi is at odds with Washington on 
issues ranging from Afghanistan to climate change, and it is 
deepening commercial ties with Iran just as America is 
tightening sanctions. Standing up to America still holds cachet 
in India and Brazil, one reason New Delhi and Brasília line up 
with Washington less than 25 percent of the time at the United 
Nations. 

Washington has long presumed that the world’s 
democracies will as a matter of course ally themselves with 
the United States; common values supposedly mean common 
interests. But if India and Brazil are any indication, even rising 
powers that are stable democracies will chart their own 
courses, expediting the arrival of a world that no longer plays 
by Western rules. 

The 21st century will not be the first time the world’s 
major powers embraced quite different models of governance 
and commerce: during the 17th century, the Holy Roman 
Empire, Ottoman Empire, Mughal Empire, Qing Dynasty and 
Tokugawa Shogunate each ran its affairs according to its own 
distinct rules and culture. 

But these powers were largely self-contained; they 
interacted little and thus had no need to agree on a set of 
common rules to guide their relations. 

This century, in contrast, will be the first time in history 
in which multiple versions of order and modernity coexist in 
an interconnected world; no longer will the West anchor 
globalization. Multiple power centers, and the competing 
models they represent, will vie on a more level playing field. 
Effective global governance will require forging common 
ground amid an equalizing distribution of power and rising 
ideological diversity. 

With that in mind, Washington should acknowledge that 
America’s brand of capitalism and secular democracy must 
now compete in the marketplace of ideas. 

To be sure, even as it adopts a more pluralistic approach, 
the United States should defend not just its interests, but also 
its values. It should continue to promote democracy, stand 
resolute in the defense of human rights and do what it can to 
stop indiscriminate violence of the sort unleashed by Syria’s 
government. 

But American leaders do their country no service when 
they trumpet a new American century or topple governments 
in the name of spreading Western values. Doing so will drive 
away the very nations the United States needs on its side to 
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confront dangerous pariahs and manage a world in which 
power is broadly shared. 

Standing by its own values while also recognizing that 
there are alternative forms of responsible and responsive 
governance would ultimately elevate the nation’s moral 
authority, making it more likely that other countries would be 

as respectful of America’s preferences as America should be 
of theirs. 

Charles A. Kupchan is a professor of international 
relations at Georgetown and a senior fellow at the Council on 
Foreign Relations. 
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52. No Lasting Resolution To N. Korean Missile Crisis Likely 
(SINGAPORE STRAITS TIMES 09 APR 12) ... Michael Richardson 

In 1998, North Korea caused widespread alarm by firing a 
rocket over Japan's main island of Honshu into the Pacific 
Ocean. It followed this provocative move by more long-range 
missile tests in 2006 and 2009. 

Despite even stronger international opposition today, 
Pyongyang appears determined to press ahead with a plan to 
launch an observation satellite into orbit later this week, using 
a similar but possibly improved version of the Taepodong-2 
missile that it last tested in April 2009. North Korea calls the 
rocket the Unha-3. 

The United States and its Asian allies, including Japan 
and South Korea, view the planned launch as a disguised test 
of a ballistic missile that one day could carry a nuclear 
warhead. They say it violates a United Nations Security 
Council resolution. 

Pyongyang insists it is for peaceful purposes, even though 
space launches can contribute in significant ways to advances 
in military missile technology. 

North Korea says the launch will take place between 
April 12 and 16. Recent satellite photographs indicate that 
preparations for the launch are well advanced. 

One major difference this time is the announced direction 
of the proposed rocket firing. Instead of heading eastwards 
over just one country, Japan, into the empty spaces of the 
Pacific, Pyongyang has advised that the new trajectory will go 
south, passing high above, or near to, South Korea, China, 
Japan, Taiwan and the Philippines. 

All these countries, as well as Australia, Russia and 
Vietnam, have expressed concern that if the launch goes 
ahead, it will send tension rippling across the region, with 
potentially unpredictable consequences. 

Countries in the path of the planned launch are worried 
about the impact of falling debris should the rocket 
malfunction, as has happened with previous launches. In close 
consultation with its ally, the US, Japan has deployed several 
warships armed with high-altitude missiles, as well as land-
based missile defence batteries, to shoot down the North 
Korean rocket or large chunks of it should they threaten 
Japanese territory. 

Pyongyang has advised that the second stage of its latest 
rocket lifting the satellite into orbit is expected to splash down 
190km east of the northern Philippines, an area frequently 
used by commercial shipping and aircraft. 

The first stage of the rocket would fall about 140km off 
South Korea’s west coast, in international waters between 
China and the South. 

A successful North Korean space launch could show that 
Guam and other US bases in the western Pacific are within 
striking distance of Pyongyang’s missiles, and that the country 

is on its way to achieving reliable intercontinental ballistic 
missile (ICBM) status. 

This would bolster the authority and prestige of North 
Korea’s young and untested leader Kim Jong Un, who took 
over as ruler after his father Kim Jong Il died in December last 
year. 

ICBMs have a range of more than 5,500km. The 
commander of US forces in the Pacific told lawmakers in 
Washington last month that North Korea is developing a 
mobile ballistic missile capable of striking the US. Although 
the new missile had not yet been tested, “we are watching the 
development very closely”, he added. 

Only two countries, China and Russia, currently field 
ICBMs mounted on special road transporters that can be 
moved around and hidden to avoid detection. Three other 
established nuclear powers, Britain, France and the US, have 
ICBM capabilities, but use bombers, submarines or hardened 
silos buried deep in the ground to unleash nuclear weapons. 

If North Korea goes ahead with the satellite launch, it will 
be the first using a new facility on the west coast that is bigger 
than the site it previously used on its east coast. The new 
launch centre will enable the North to fire larger rockets more 
frequently, and send them south instead of east. 

The North Korean space launch would abort a recent deal 
with the US that was seen as a major step towards resuming 
peace talks for the Korean Peninsula chaired by China. The 
February deal would have provided 240,000 tonnes of 
urgently needed US food aid to North Korea in exchange for 
halting uranium enrichment and other sensitive nuclear work, 
as well as freezing further nuclear weapon or long-range 
missile tests. 

Following a launch, the Obama administration would 
almost certainly tighten sanctions on North Korea and seek 
further UN sanctions, making renewed confrontation difficult 
to avoid. 

The UN Security Council’s condemnation of North 
Korea’s long-range missile test in 2009 led the regime to expel 
UN nuclear inspectors, withdraw from denuclearisation 
negotiations and detonate a second nuclear test bomb 
underground. 

With relations between North and South Korea already on 
a knife-edge, the US bound by presidential election politics to 
play tough, and China constrained by an overriding interest to 
avoid pushing its North Korean ally to the point of collapse, 
the omens for a lasting resolution of the missile crisis are not 
promising. 

The writer is a visiting senior research fellow at the 
Institute of Southeast Asian Studies. 
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53. Friday's Horror From The Sky 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 07 APR 12) ... Editorial 

Everyone who lives with the sound knows that if 
something goes wrong with a wicked-fast Navy jet, a piece of 
Virginia Beach can end up in flames. 

It has happened before. It will undoubtedly happen again. 
So even as we marvel at F/A-18s zooming overhead while 

covering our ears, even as this military beach town boasts of 
hosting the East Coast master jet base, we live with some fear 
and a sense of dread. 

On Friday, as we learned that a Hornet fighter jet had 
crashed into an apartment complex off Birdneck Road, as we 
watched the flames and the smoke smudge the sky, Hampton 
Roads braced for horror and hoped against hope that the 
people who lived in Mayfair Mews were at work or school or 
walking on the beach. 

The Navy called it a catastrophic malfunction — right in 
the heart of Virginia Beach, right at lunch time. 

Two pilots, part of a training squadron, were aboard. Both 
ejected just before the crash and are in the hospital, one in 
good condition, the other fair. By late Friday afternoon, two 
people had been treated for smoke inhalation; a third was 
hospitalized after passing out; a police officer suffered a fall. 

As jet fuel burned, fires extinguished and reignited, 
emergency crews scoured burning buildings, looking for 
injured and dead. 

The images went viral: blinding, black smoke and 
buildings engulfed in flames. 

Loss of life seemed inevitable. Friday evening, Mayor 
Will Sessoms warned that it was likely. 

But across the frenzy, amid the soot- and fuel-covered 
debris, were striking stories of heroism, of Virginia Beach 
residents thinking quickly and selflessly. 

Sessoms gave thanks for that, one of many voices. 
Some of the many extraordinary deeds Friday afternoon: 
One bystander jumped a fence, found a pilot barely 

conscious and pulled him to safety. 
Others banged on doors and led neighbors away from the 

smoke. 
Volunteers and city workers set up shelters in schools and 

churches for those who had been displaced. 
As is so often the case, people were glad to be able to help 

and wanted no credit. Ted Laffkas, who helped rescue one of 
the pilots, told a Virginian-Pilot reporter later: “It makes me 
feel very grateful to the military.” 

Sometimes it takes a tragedy to remind us that we need 
each other. 

That without each of us, a tragedy is worse, a disaster 
reaches further. 

As the Navy and others investigate, there will be plenty of 
time to answer the questions that must be asked. 

But it’s hard to see how this crash — on the edge of an 
accident potential zone northeast of the jet base — could have 
been prevented. 

Virginia Beach has worked hard to minimize the risk, 
spending millions of dollars to distance Oceana Naval Air 
Station from its neighbors. 

The fact is, the risk cannot be erased. This is a Navy 
town. Even as we mourn, that’s worth remembering. 
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54. 21st Century Fragging: Sexual Assault 
(TIMES 06 APR 12) ... Darlene M. Iskra 

Navy Times reports this week that “Navy leaders are 
calling for educational standdowns in April to communicate 
the service’s policy of zero tolerance for sexual assault while 
encouraging Sailors to work harder to prevent attacks.” It’s 
part of Sexual Assault Awareness Month, an effort to raise 
awareness of the issue and what can be done to reduce it. 

While I appreciate the Navy’s effort, I suspect that in 
many commands neither the officers, nor the senior enlisted 
personnel, will be present, and the “standdown” will be 
presented by a second or third class petty officer who is as 
bored with the topic as his or her students. 

When I was in command and we had such standdowns, I 
usually walked around the ship to see who was, and more 
specifically who was not, present. Even with the grumblings 
of the officers and chiefs, I felt that their presence at these 
meetings was important for a couple of reasons. 

Number 1: it showed that the chain of command 
supported the presentation, providing importance to the issue 
(it was, and still is); and 2: if there were any misinformation 
given, it could be corrected by the officer or chief. 

A third reason, (though not an issue in my command since 
I was the only woman on board), is that the officers and chiefs 
are not exempt from engaging in sexual harassment or sexual 
assault behaviors. This is evident in almost every issue of 
Navy Times that I’ve seen since my retirement 12 years ago. 

This month, not only was a chaplain removed for alleged 
misconduct, but another Command Master Chief (the senior 
enlisted adviser to the Commanding Officer, and the key 
liaison between the enlisted folks and the CO) was fired for 
allegations of sexual harassment — the fifth this year. Another 
Commanding Officer was fired for conduct unbecoming an 
officer for failing to curb lewdness at a subordinate’s party, 
and for taking part in the “festivities” himself. He was one of 
22 COs fired in 2011. Yes, officers and chiefs do need to pay 
attention to this training as well. 

Ray Mabus, the Secretary of the Navy, made a startling 
statement about this issue. Referring to the 900 reports of 
sexual assault on a Sailor or Marine in 2010, he said, “That’s 
almost three every…single…day of the year… Three times a 
day, somebody that wears the uniform of this country and has 
sworn to protect it, is being assaulted. Three times a day… If 
somebody was being shot at three times a day, we would do 
something about it!” Especially if somebody was being shot 
by his or her own crew. It is another form of fragging! 

So yes, doing something about it would be a very good 
thing. The standdown is a good idea, but only if it is taken 
seriously by all levels of the chain of command. Only if it is 
more than just a nod to the “requirement” of holding the 
training. Only if there are some real people providing real life 
experiences of sexual assault and harassment. Only if it 
discusses date rape and the acknowledgement of what yes and 
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no means. For example, silence and lack of enthusiasm for sex 
does not mean yes. 

If a woman doesn’t seem to be enjoying it, perhaps you 
should stop and ask, “Hey, what’s going on?” I know you’re 
thinking, yeah right. But, that would be a very good thing to 
do. Then there would be no question of he said, she said. I 
challenge all in the Department of the Navy to make this 

standdown a worthwhile effort and encourage Sailors and 
Marines to stop harassment and assault when they witness it, 
and protect your buddies, male or female. 

Yep, reducing sexual assault and violence would be a 
very good thing, but it has to be supported by the Command 
and work its way down. 

Return to Index 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. PM Lee Meets Visiting U.S. Secretary Of Navy 
(CHANNEL NEWS ASIA (SINGAPORE) 09 AUG 12) 

SINGAPORE -- Visiting U.S. Secretary of the Navy, Raymond Mabus, met Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong at the Istana on 
Wednesday evening. 

 
2. SECNAV Visits Logistics Group Western Pacific And Navy Region Center Singapore 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 08 AUG 12) ... Lt. Cmdr. Clay Doss, Logistics Group Western Pacific Public Affairs 

SINGAPORE -- Secretary of the Navy Ray Mabus addressed U.S. Sailors and Navy civilians during an all hands call at Logistics 
Group Western Pacific (COMLOG WESTPAC) and Navy Region Center Singapore (NRCS) Aug. 8. 

 
3. U.S. Navy Rescues 10 From Iranian Ship On Fire 
(ABC NEWS 08 AUG 12) ... Luis Martinez 

A U.S. Navy destroyer has rescued 10 sailors from an Iranian-flagged vessel that was on fire in the Gulf of Oman. 
 

CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
4. U.S. And Gulf Allies Pursue A Missile Shield Against Iranian Attack 
(NEW YORK TIMES 09 AUG 12) ... Thom Shanker 

WASHINGTON — The United States and its Arab allies are knitting together a regional missile defense system across the 
Persian Gulf to protect cities, oil refineries, pipelines and military bases from an Iranian attack, according to government officials and 
public documents. 

 
5. U.S. Compensates Indian Man's Family 
 (ASSOCIATED PRESS 08 AUG 12) 

NEW DELHI — The United States has compensated the family of a dead Indian fisherman and given assistance to three 
survivors of a U.S. Navy ship's firing on their small boat near Dubai last month, the U.S. Embassy said Wednesday. 

 
6. Helicopter Squadron To Return To NAS North Island 
Helicopter Sea Combat Squadron 12 Returns To North Island Thursday 
(KGTV ABC SAN DIEGO 08 AUG 12) 

SAN DIEGO -- Helicopter Sea Combat Squadron 12 is scheduled to return to Naval Air Station North Island Thursday following 
an eight-month deployment aboard the aircraft carrier USS Abraham Lincoln, the Navy announced Wednesday. 

 

GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
7. White House Official Says Syria No-Fly Zone Not Off Table 
(REUTERS 08 AUG 12) ... Tabassum Zakaria 

WASHINGTON - A senior aide to President Barack Obama did not rule out on Wednesday the eventual creation of a no-fly zone 
over a patch of Syria that increasingly appears to be controlled by anti-government rebels. 

 
8. Gulf Nations Aim To Secure Water, Food Supply 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 09 AUG 12) ... Asa Fitch 

DUBAI—Iran's threat to close the Strait of Hormuz has triggered alarm about the flow of oil from the Persian Gulf, but for the 
arid, oil-rich countries in the region it poses another uncomfortable question: For how long can they feed their people if the strategic 
waterway is blocked? 
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9. Plots Are Tied To Shadow War Of Israel And Iran 
(NEW YORK TIMES 09 AUG 12) ... Nicholas Kulish and Jodi Rudoren 

BERLIN — A magnetic bomb detonated on a diplomatic car in New Delhi. The police uncovered a cache of explosives at a golf 
course in the Kenyan city of Mombasa. Five Israeli tourists and a Bulgarian bus driver were killed in an attack outside the airport in 
the Black Sea coastal city of Burgas. 

 
10. South Korea Would Accept More U.S. Help, Defense Ministers Says 
(STARS AND STRIPES 09 AUG 12) ... Jon Rabiroff and Yoo Kyong Chang 

SEOUL — South Korean defense officials have given a partial endorsement to a recent Pentagon-commissioned study that 
suggests the U.S. military take steps to cover for perceived shortcomings in the South’s ability to defend itself. Ministry of National 
Defense officials said they disagree with some elements of the independent assessment of the U.S. military’s plans for its Pacific 
forces, done by the Center for Strategic and International Studies. But one official said he would welcome the additional U.S. military 
support that has been proposed. 

 
11. U.S. Blueprint For War With China Flawed And Could Spark Nuclear Strikes, Says Expert 
(SYDNEY MORNING HERALD 09 AUG 12) ... Dylan Welch 

The U.S. government might like to deny it, but Barack Obama's former intelligence chief has confirmed China is a principal target 
of a major U.S. war plan. 

 
12. First Aircraft Carrier Could Be In Use By National Day 
(SOUTH CHINA MORNING POST (HONG KONG) 09 AUG 12) ... Minnie Chan 

China's first aircraft carrier could be officially operational by National Day (October 1), says a senior naval researcher. 
 

13. Taiwan Gets Two Mine-Hunting Ships From U.S. 
(STARS AND STRIPES 09 AUG 12) ... Erik Slavin 

YOKOSUKA NAVAL BASE, Japan — Taiwan took possession of two former U.S. Navy mine hunter vessels last week, 
completing part of a $6.4 billion defense deal in 2010 that stoked tensions with China. 

 
14. U.S. Submarine Base Ready To Train Indonesian Navy Personnel 
U.S. Navy Offers Training for Indonesian Navy Submarine Personnel 
(JAKARTA MEDIA INDONESIA 08 AUG 12) 

SURABAYA, Micom -- The U.S. Navy's Submarine Group Seven in Hawaii is ready to facilitate a training program for 
Indonesian Navy submarine personnel and candidates. 

 
15. First Borey Class Subs To Be Deployed In Pacific 
(RIA NOVOSTI 08 AUG 12) 

MOSCOW -- Russia’s first two Borey class strategic submarines will be ultimately deployed with the Pacific Fleet, First Deputy 
Defense Minister Alexander Sukhorukov said on Wednesday. 

 
16. For Somali Pirates, July Was A Very Bad Month 
Private guards and international naval patrols – and some rough seas – have prevented successful high-seas 
hijackings by Somali pirates since June 19, the first zero-attack month since 2007. 
(CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR 08 AUG 12) ... Mike Pflanz 

NAIROBI, Kenya -- As the trade winds shift on the Indian Ocean and Force 7 gales kick up fierce swells, all but the hardiest of 
Somalia’s notorious pirates stay home with their boats pulled up on the beach. 

 

PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
17. Mental Health: Looking Out For The Whole Sailor 
(NAVY WARFARE DEVELOPMENT COMMAND BLOG 09 AUG 12) ... Rear Adm. Terry Kraft 

One of my greatest satisfactions I get out of our work here at Navy Warfare Development Command is when we look at lessons 
learned and identify ways to enhance the daily well-being of the Sailors and Marines deployed on our ships. 

 
18. Navy Shines Light On Sexual Assault, Expands Services 
(VENTURA COUNTY (CA) STAR 08 AUG 12) ... Julie Whirlow 

Across the Department of Defense, the issue of sexual violence is at the forefront. Military leadership is taking a proactive 
approach to battle this issue through prevention efforts that aim to build a culture that does not tolerate sexual assault. 
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19. Sailor From Camp Pendleton Is Killed In Afghanistan 
(LOS ANGELES TIMES 08 AUG 12) 

A U.S. Navy corpsman from Camp Pendleton has been killed in combat in Afghanistan, the Department of Defense announced 
Wednesday. 

 
20. NEMTI Role-3 Kandahar Course Students Learn From Wounded, Ill And Injured 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 08 AUG 12) ... Navy Medicine Education and Training Command Public Affairs 

CAMP PENDLETON, Calif. -- Active-duty and Reserve Sailors participating in a course designed to integrate all members of a 
medical team scheduled to staff the world's busiest trauma hospital were visited by Marines from Wounded Warrior Battalion West 
Aug. 7 at Camp Pendleton, Calif. 

 
21. ONR's Diversity Outreach Efforts Recognized 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 08 AUG 12) ... Katherine H. Crawford, Office of Naval Research 

ARLINGTON, Va. -- For the sixth consecutive year, the Office of Naval Research (ONR) earned recognition for its outstanding 
support of historically black colleges and universities and minority institutions (HBCU/MI), officials announced Aug. 8. 

 

FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
22. Washington State Democratic Members Of Congress Back Navy Biofuel Initiatives 
(BLOOMBERG BUREAU OF NATIONAL AFFAIRS 08 AUG 12) ... Paul Shukovsky 

SEATTLE--In the face of Republican opposition to Navy biofuels initiatives, a pair of Democratic senators and three 
representatives from Washington state stood alongside the chief of naval operations Aug. 7 and proclaimed their support for the 
initiatives. 

 
23. Missile Defense Agency May Go In New Direction With New Chief, Advocate Says 
(GLOBAL SECURITY NEWSWIRE 08 AUG 12) ... Rachel Oswald 

WASHINGTON -- The Obama administration's nomination last week of an admiral to head the U.S. Missile Defense Agency has 
issue observers wondering if new leadership could lead to new operational focuses for the organization. 

 
24. Navy Delays Combat Tests Needed For Carrier, Weapons Tester Says 
(BLOOMBERG GOVERNMENT 09 AUG 12) ... Tony Capaccio 

The Navy is inappropriately delaying or scaling back $70 million in needed combat testing of the USS Gerald R. Ford, an aircraft 
carrier that may cost $14.2 billion, in the name of cutting costs, according to the Pentagon's top weapons tester. 

 
25. Huntington Ingalls Reports 25 Percent Growth In Second Quarter 
(NEWPORT NEWS DAILY PRESS 09 AUG 12) ... Michael Welles Shapiro 

Huntington Ingalls Industries reported Wednesday that its earnings had grown by 25 percent in the second quarter over a year 
ago, when the company was still a fledgling stand-alone. 

 
26. CATO Study: Defense Cuts Unlikely To Hurt U.S. Economy 
(U.S. NEWS & WORLD REPORT 08 AUG 12) ... John T. Bennett 

Defense-sector employees work on a F-35 fighter at an assembly facility in Fort Worth, Texas. 
 

27. Roscoe Bartlett Hits GOP Sequestration Uproar 
(POLITICO 08 AUG 12) ... Austin Wright 

Maryland Rep. Roscoe Bartlett is not exactly toeing the party line when it comes to this winter’s threat of looming, across-the-
board restrictions in military spending. 

 

BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
28. Navy Ships Due Here Delayed By Weather 
(MILWAUKEE JOURNAL SENTINEL 08 AUG 12) ... Jackie Loohauis-Bennett 

Four ships due to appear in Milwaukee on Wednesday for the U.S. Navy Commemoration of the Bicentennial of the War of 1812 
have been delayed by weather and will not arrive here until Thursday morning. 

 
29. Japan, U.S. Hold Talks Over Safety Of Marines' Osprey Aircraft 
(KYODO NEWS 09 AUG 12) 

TOKYO -- Japan and the United States held consultations Thursday aimed at ensuring the operational safety of the U.S. Marine 
Corps' MV-22 Osprey aircraft ahead of its deployment at a base in Okinawa Prefecture, the Foreign Ministry said. 
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30. Bomb Threat At Walter Reed Medical Center 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 08 AUG 12) ... Pauline Jelinek 

WASHINGTON -- A bomb threat has been called in to the Walter Reed National Military Medical Center, forcing a building to 
be closed for three hours at the facility outside Washington. 

 
31. Navy Admiral "Buz" Buzby Salutes Atlantic City 
(YOUTUBE 08 AUG 12) ... U.S. Navy 

Rear Admiral Mark "Buz" Buzby is heading back to his hometown to talk about America's Navy in honor of the second annual 
Atlantic City Salutes America's Armed Forces Parade. 

 
32. Energy Study Shows Huntsville Buildings Feasible For CO2 Reduction 
(HUNTSVILLE TIMES 08 AUG 12) ... Mike Kelley 

HUNTSVILLE, Alabama -- Is it practical to reduce carbon dioxide (CO2) levels in Huntsville-area buildings? A study conducted 
for the Naval Facilities Engineering Command (NAVFAC), shows it probably is. 

 
33. Hundreds Of Area Students Learn About Navy Careers During 'Youth Day' Aboard USS Makin 
Island 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 08 AUG 12) ... USS Makin Island Public Affairs 

SAN DIEGO -- More than 300 students, primarily from elementary and middle schools in the nearby San Ysidro School District, 
toured the amphibious assault ship USS Makin Island (LHD 8) at Naval Base San Diego (NBSD) as part of the Association of Naval 
Services Officers (ANSO) "Youth Day" program, Aug. 6. 

 

NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
34. Jacksonville Marks Purple Heart's 230th Anniversary 
(FLORIDA TIMES-UNION 08 AUG 12) ... William Browning 

On Aug. 7, 1782, George Washington created the Badge of Military Merit, the award that became the Purple Heart, which is now 
given to military men and women wounded or killed in action while serving the United States. 

 
35. 5 Somalis Indicted Again For Attack On Navy Ship 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 08 AUG 12) ... Brock Vergakis 

NORFOLK -- Five Somali men are facing piracy charges again after a federal appeals court ruled that an armed attack on a U.S. 
vessel can be considered piracy even if no one boards or robs the ship. 

 

OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
36. Syria's Hard Core 
Without Western intervention, the bloodshed is likely to go on and on. 
(WASHINGTON POST 09 AUG 12) ... Editorial 

The defection of Syria’s prime minister to Jordan on Monday prompted yet another White House declaration that the regime of 
Bashar al-Assad is “crumbling.” While we hope that this is the case, it seems more likely that the administration’s prediction will 
prove as premature as its previous announcements of Mr. Assad’s imminent downfall, dating back a year. The grim reality is that the 
regime and the brutal war it is waging in Syria’s cities is likely to go on and on — unless the United States abandons its policy of 
passivity. 

 
37. Defense Department Having Money-Managing Problems 
(WASHINGTON POST 09 AUG 12) ... Walter Pincus 

“I know Congress is locked in partisan gridlock,” Defense Secretary Leon E. Panetta said on Monday, adding, “They can’t figure 
out what the hell they’re going to do to try to deal with this issue.” 

 
38. America Needs A Business Pivot Toward Asia 
Economic engagement should augment military presence. Start with free trade agreements. 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 09 AUG 12) ... Curtis S. Chin 

Much has been made of the Obama administration's policy "pivot" to Asia, increasing diplomatic outreach, and rebalancing and 
repositioning of military assets in the Asia-Pacific region. Missing from this shift is a "business pivot"—a more concerted effort to 
increase trade and investment between America and its allies in the region. This would be good strategy, and good economics too. 

 
  



 5

39. Time To Make The Chinese Nervous 
(NEW YORK POST 08 AUG 12) ... Editorial 

Over the weekend, Beijing’s foreign ministry summoned Robert Wang, our deputy ambassador there, to hose him over 
Washington’s statements on recent goings-on in the South China Sea. 

 

BBLLOOGGSS::  
40. EXCERPTS FROM BLOGS AROUND THE WORLD 
(PUBLISHED 06– 09 AUG 12) 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. PM Lee Meets Visiting U.S. Secretary Of Navy 
(CHANNEL NEWS ASIA (SINGAPORE) 09 AUG 12) 

SINGAPORE -- Visiting U.S. Secretary of the Navy, 
Raymond Mabus, met Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong at the 
Istana on Wednesday evening. 

Mr. Mabus is on an official visit to Singapore from 
August 7 to 10. 

The Ministry of Defence (MINDEF) said his visit 
underscores the strong partnership between the U.S. Navy and 
the Republic of Singapore Navy. 

The two navies interact extensively through bilateral and 
multilateral exercises as well as other professional exchanges 
and interactions. 

MINDEF said these interactions have enhanced the 
interoperability between the two navies and built mutual 
understanding and camaraderie between their personnel. 

Earlier Wednesday, Mr. Mabus called on Singapore's 
Minister for Defence, Dr. Ng Eng Hen, at MINDEF. 

Separately, Mr. Lee met former Malaysian Deputy Prime 
Minister Musa Hitam at the Istana on Wednesday evening. 

Return to Index 
 

2. SECNAV Visits Logistics Group Western Pacific And Navy Region Center Singapore 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 08 AUG 12) ... Lt. Cmdr. Clay Doss, Logistics Group Western Pacific Public Affairs 

SINGAPORE -- Secretary of the Navy Ray Mabus 
addressed U.S. Sailors and Navy civilians during an all hands 
call at Logistics Group Western Pacific (COMLOG 
WESTPAC) and Navy Region Center Singapore (NRCS) 
Aug. 8. 

Mabus thanked all hands for their continued service while 
assigned in Singapore. 

"The people at home will never know how much skill and 
talent it takes to wear the uniform and do your job on a day to 
day basis in this part of the world," said Mabus. "You make 
America safer, more secure, and just a better place." 

Mabus highlighted the renewed focus on the Western 
Pacific in the new strategic guidance released by the 
Department of Defense in January, noting that the continued 
U.S. military presence in East Asia since World War II had 
contributed to regional peace and stability. 

"The military has always been here in the region," said 
Mabus. "From a Navy-centric standpoint, the new strategy 
puts more emphasis on the Navy and Marine Corps." 

Mabus held the all hands call during a four-day visit to 
Singapore that included meetings with U.S. and Singaporean 
military and civilian officials along with attendance of 
Singapore's 47th National Day parade. 

The Secretary's visit reinforced the importance of the 
strategic partnership between the U.S and Singapore. 

"For all of the military services involved with engagement 
in this region, from the exercises to continued access of this 

regional hub, we have no better partner than Singapore," said 
Mabus. "We'll bring the first of the Littoral Combat Ships here 
next Spring." 

While no U.S. base exists in Singapore, the U.S. Navy 
presence here dates back several decades and the Navy leases 
facilities from the Singaporean government. Today, the U.S. 
military community in Singapore includes active duty, civilian 
personnel and family members, distributed among 15 
commands. 

COMLOG WESTPAC was established at the Port of 
Singapore Authority (PSA), Sembawang Terminal, in July 
1992, after the command's relocation from Naval Station 
Subic Bay, Republic of the Philippines. Established in 2007, 
NRCS provides administrative support to nine Navy, Army, 
Air Force and Joint commands in Singapore. It also manages 
165 family and bachelor housing units and dozens of 
command, administrative and warehouse facilities. 

COMLOG WESTPAC and NRCS are the U.S. 7th Fleet's 
providers of combat-ready logistics and shore support 
services. These commands maintain and operate government-
owned and contracted vessels to keep combatant ships and 
units throughout the region armed, fueled and fed. 

Additionally, COMLOG WESTPAC is 7th Fleet's Theater 
Security Cooperation agent for Southeast Asia, promoting 
military-to-military relations and coordinating exercises such 
as Cooperation Afloat Readiness and Training. 
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3. U.S. Navy Rescues 10 From Iranian Ship On Fire 
(ABC NEWS 08 AUG 12) ... Luis Martinez 

A U.S. Navy destroyer has rescued 10 sailors from an 
Iranian-flagged vessel that was on fire in the Gulf of Oman. 

The guided missile destroyer USS James E. Williams 
came upon the Iranian-flagged dhow as it was on fire 
Wednesday night. The 10 on board were picked up out of the 
water by the crew of the destroyer. 

A Defense official says eight of the 10 are Iranian; the 
other two are Pakistanis. 

According to a Navy press release the crew members “are 
being well cared for, receiving medical treatment and awaiting 
transport to aircraft carrier USS Enterprise.” 

Commander Jason Salata, a spokesman for the Navy’s 
Fifth Fleet, said they will be transported Thursday morning to 
the Enterprise and will be repatriated from there.  ”Our intent 
is to take care of them and send them [home],” said Salata. 

With its ships constantly deployed to the waters of the 
Middle East, it’s not uncommon for U.S. Navy ships to rescue 
mariners in distress whatever their nationality. 

The Navy’s rescue of 13 Iranian mariners in January 
made international headlines because it occurred shortly after 
an Iranian general had warned the U.S. Navy not to send an 
aircraft carrier back to the Persian Gulf. 
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The destroyer USS Kidd had rescued the Iranian mariners 
from their fishing boat which had been hijacked by Somali 
pirates for more than a month and converted into a pirate 

mother ship.  15 Somali pirates were taken into custody and 
the grateful Iranian crew was repatriated to Iran. 

Return to Index 
 
 

CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
4. U.S. And Gulf Allies Pursue A Missile Shield Against Iranian Attack 
(NEW YORK TIMES 09 AUG 12) ... Thom Shanker 

WASHINGTON — The United States and its Arab allies 
are knitting together a regional missile defense system across 
the Persian Gulf to protect cities, oil refineries, pipelines and 
military bases from an Iranian attack, according to government 
officials and public documents. 

It is an enterprise that is meant to send a pointed message 
to Tehran, and that becomes more urgent as tensions with Iran 
rise. But it will require partner nations in the gulf to put aside 
rivalries, share information and coordinate their individual 
arsenals of interceptor missiles to create a defensive shield 
encompassing all the regional allies. 

Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton, among the 
first to raise the need for the missile shield three years ago, 
sought to spur the gulf allies on during a recent visit to Saudi 
Arabia. 

“We can do even more to defend the gulf through 
cooperation on ballistic missile defense,” she said during a 
session in March of the Gulf Cooperation Council, which 
includes Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia and the 
United Arab Emirates. 

“Sometimes to defend one nation effectively you might 
need a radar system in a neighboring nation,” she said, adding, 
“But it’s the cooperation — it’s what they call 
‘interoperability’ — that we now need to really roll up our 
sleeves and get to work on.” 

That would include deploying radars to increase the range 
of early warning coverage across the Persian Gulf, as well as 
introducing command, control and communications systems 
that could exchange that information with missile interceptors 
whose triggers are held by individual countries. 

For that purpose, the Pentagon late last year announced a 
contract for the sale of two advanced missile defense radars to 
the United Arab Emirates. And early this year, officials 
disclosed that a similar high-resolution, X-band missile 
defense radar would be located in Qatar, as well. 

The objective in the gulf is shared by a more widely 
publicized missile defense shield being installed in Europe: to 
deter any Iranian attack and, if required, to blunt the effect of 
missiles launched against allied territory and American forces. 

But the similarities end there. The administration’s 
European initiatives have been embraced by NATO and are 
being put into place after formal negotiations with countries 
that will host early warning radars, ground-based interceptors 
and Navy warships equipped to track ballistic missiles and 
shoot them down. 

In contrast, the Persian Gulf effort is mostly behind the 
scenes — and on a country-by-country basis — with billions 
of dollars in arms sales negotiated bilaterally between the 
United States and nations in the region. Thus, the next 
challenge is coaxing gulf nations to put aside their rivalries 
and share early warning radar data, and then integrate the 

capabilities of their unilateral missile interceptor systems to 
extend defenses over the entire region. 

While officials would not provide a full list of the 
weapons sales, a study of the public record — Defense 
Department contract announcements, foreign arms transfer 
notifications required by law and studies conducted for 
Congress — offered a detailed picture of the American 
initiatives. 

If the planned European missile defense system is 
growing from a full engineering blueprint, the approach in the 
Persian Gulf is more like assembling a jigsaw puzzle. And 
with the latest arms sales, important pieces are coming 
together that, when connected, will bring toward fruition a 
project that American officials have pursued for years. 

Three weeks ago the Pentagon announced the newest 
addition to Persian Gulf missile defense systems, informing 
Congress of a plan to sell Kuwait $4.2 billion in weaponry, 
including 60 Patriot Advanced Capability missiles, 20 
launching platforms and 4 radars. This will be in addition to 
Kuwait’s arsenal of 350 Patriot missiles bought between 2007 
and 2010. 

The United Arab Emirates acquired more than $12 billion 
in missile defense systems in the past four years, documents 
show. In December, the Pentagon announced a contract to 
provide the Emirates with two advanced missile defense 
launchers for a system called the Terminal High Altitude Area 
Defense, valued at about $2 billion, including radars and 
command systems. An accompanying contract to supply an 
arsenal of interceptor missiles for the system was valued at 
another $2 billion, according to Pentagon documents. 

Saudi Arabia also has bought a significant arsenal of 
Patriot systems, the latest being $1.7 billion in upgrades last 
year. 

The United States’ own military forces provide a core 
capability for ballistic missile defenses in the Persian Gulf, in 
particular the American Navy vessels with advanced tracking 
radars and interceptor missiles. According to Navy officials, 
these Aegis missile defense systems, carried aboard both 
cruisers and destroyers, are in the region on continuous 
deployments. 

And the United States has deployed a number of land-
based missile defense systems to defend specific American 
military facilities located around the gulf. 

Even so, the challenges to creating an integrated regional 
missile defense system are both technological and political. 

On the technical side, no missile defense system can 
promise 100 percent effectiveness. And the task is made more 
difficult by the fact that the capability emerging in the Persian 
Gulf is more ad hoc than the carefully designed architecture 
for Europe. Also, Iran is increasing both the type and number 
of missiles it is fielding. 
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Political challenges stem from historic rivalries, 
prompting the Persian Gulf partner nations to enhance their 
security through bilateral relationships with the United States. 

And while all six members of the Gulf Cooperation Council 
share concerns over Iran, all have resisted multilateral security 
initiatives. 
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5. U.S. Compensates Indian Man's Family 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 08 AUG 12) 

NEW DELHI — The United States has compensated the 
family of a dead Indian fisherman and given assistance to 
three survivors of a U.S. Navy ship's firing on their small boat 
near Dubai last month, the U.S. Embassy said Wednesday. 

The money will not influence the investigation into the 
July 16 shooting, embassy spokesman Lee McManis said in a 
statement. 

Although the embassy did not disclose the payment 
amounts, Dubai media reported they would match payments 
from Tamil Nadu, the fishermen's home state in southern 
India. 

The Tamil Nadu government said last month that it would 
pay 500,000 rupees ($9,100) to the family of the fisherman 
who was killed. The injured were to receive 50,000 rupees 
($910). 

The details of the payment were worked out by the U.S. 
in consultation with the Tamil Nadu government, India's 
External Affairs Ministry spokesman Syed Akbaruddin said in 
New Delhi. 

Newspapers in Dubai reported that the wounded 
fishermen were not happy with the assistance. 

Pandu Sanathan told the Khaleej Times that he would like 
to see the Indian government push for payments similar to 
those offered families of two Indian fishermen shot dead by 
Italian marines who mistook them for pirates earlier this year. 
Italy has agreed to pay nearly $200,000 to each of the families 
in that shooting. 

"A political leader has also raised this demand," said 
Sanathan, who still has pain from the shooting and is not sure 
when he will be able to walk again. "I hope they will look into 
it as we were shot at not because of our fault." 

Another wounded fisherman, Muthu Kannan, said the 
amount will not cover his increasing medical bills or the 
money he needs until he can return to work. 

"I am not sure when I can go back to work," he told The 
National newspaper. "My children have to study, and I am the 
only earning member of the family. I don't know how I will 
manage." 

The U.S. Navy said the fishermen's boat rapidly 
approached the refueling ship USNS Rappahannock near 
Dubai's Jebel Ali port and that the boat disregarded warnings 
before the Navy vessel's gunners opened fire. One of the 
Indian survivors has said they received no warning. 

Tensions are high in the Gulf after Iran threatened to close 
the strategic Strait of Hormuz - the route for one-fifth of the 
world's oil - in retaliation for tighter sanctions over its nuclear 
program. 

The U.S. recently boosted its naval presence in the Gulf 
with additional minesweepers and other warships. The 
Pentagon said Monday it is sending another aircraft carrier to 
the Middle East several months early to ensure it has two 
carriers continuously in the region. 
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6. Helicopter Squadron To Return To NAS North Island 
Helicopter Sea Combat Squadron 12 Returns To North Island Thursday 
(KGTV ABC SAN DIEGO 08 AUG 12) 

SAN DIEGO -- Helicopter Sea Combat Squadron 12 is 
scheduled to return to Naval Air Station North Island 
Thursday following an eight-month deployment aboard the 
aircraft carrier USS Abraham Lincoln, the Navy announced 
Wednesday. 

The squadron nicknamed the "Golden Falcons" will return 
following a three-day cross-country flight. The aircraft carrier 
docked at its new home at Norfolk earlier in the week. 

"We had the highest sortie completion rate in the entire air 
wing, a credit to the hard work and dedication of the finest 
squadron in the Navy," said the squadron's commanding 
officer, Cmdr. Christopher Bailey. "Most importantly, we took 

care of each other -- everyone is coming home safely to their 
loved ones. In my eyes, that makes this a successful 
deployment." 

The Golden Falcons, the oldest helicopter squadron in the 
Navy, flew 1,100 sorties covering 3,900 flight hours, of which 
2,500 came in support of Operation Enduring Freedom in 
Afghanistan, according to the Navy. Many of those missions 
involved standing off aircraft carriers during takeoffs and 
landings, in case an ocean rescue was needed, and delivering 
supplies to ships in the fleet. 

The squadron departed Coronado on Dec. 12 last year, 
and marked its 60th anniversary in March. 

Return to Index 
 
 

GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
7. White House Official Says Syria No-Fly Zone Not Off Table 
(REUTERS 08 AUG 12) ... Tabassum Zakaria 

WASHINGTON - A senior aide to President Barack 
Obama did not rule out on Wednesday the eventual creation of 

a no-fly zone over a patch of Syria that increasingly appears to 
be controlled by anti-government rebels. 
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Some Republican critics of Obama's handling of the Syria 
crisis have been advocating international enforcement of a no-
fly zone to prevent Syrian warplanes from operating over 
designated zones, as well as more directly arming the 
opposition forces fighting to overthrow President Bashar al-
Assad. 

The United States has so far declined to provide weapons 
directly to a fragmented opposition as U.S. officials say it is 
difficult to identify factions and who they represent. Instead, 
Washington has focused on humanitarian aid, communications 
gear and other non lethal support. 

"The United States government always looks at situations 
and looks at what types of scenarios might unfold, and then 
accordingly looks at what types of contingency plans might be 
available to deal with certain circumstances," said John 
Brennan, Obama's senior counter-terrorism adviser. 

"So rest assured that various options that are being talked 
about in the press, and sometimes being advocated, these are 
things that the United States government has been looking at 
very carefully, trying to understand the implications, trying to 
understand the advantages and the disadvantages," he said. 

Asked during an appearance at the Council on Foreign 
Relations more pointedly about a no-fly zone, Brennan 

replied: "I don't recall the president ever saying that anything 
is off the table." 

Brennan's remarks came as the Obama administration is 
incrementally increasing its backing for Syrian rebels, and 
accelerating planning for a post-Assad Syria. 

Secretary of State Hillary Clinton is due to have talks on 
Syria in Turkey on Saturday. She said as recently as Tuesday 
that the rebels reportedly held territory from northern Aleppo, 
Syria's largest city, to the Turkish border. 

Still, the United States sees few good options in the 17-
month-old Syrian uprising and is wary of becoming involved 
in another military conflict as it seeks to leave behind wars in 
Iraq and Afghanistan. 

"We have done a number of things in support of the 
opposition," Brennan said, without going into detail. "There is 
a lot of humanitarian assistance that is going in there. What we 
want to do is to make sure that we understand exactly who are 
going to be the recipients of any type of aid." 

While al Qaeda will try to exploit the situation in Syria, 
"when you look at the Syrian opposition as a whole, the 
overwhelming majority of them are not of al Qaeda ilk. They 
are Syrians who are truly trying to gain control of their lives 
and their future," Brennan said. 
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8. Gulf Nations Aim To Secure Water, Food Supply 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 09 AUG 12) ... Asa Fitch 

DUBAI—Iran's threat to close the Strait of Hormuz has 
triggered alarm about the flow of oil from the Persian Gulf, 
but for the arid, oil-rich countries in the region it poses another 
uncomfortable question: For how long can they feed their 
people if the strategic waterway is blocked? 

Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, Qatar, and the United Arab 
Emirates are among the world's richest countries, but as much 
as 90% of food needs for these mostly desert nations is 
brought in from abroad, according to the Royal United 
Services Institute, a British think tank. 

Much of those imports come to the Persian Gulf via the 
narrow Strait of Hormuz. Iran has threatened to block the 
strategic waterway—through which about 35% of the world's 
ship-borne oil is exported, in the opposite direction—in 
response to sanctions over its nuclear program. It remains 
uncertain whether Iran could succeed in closing off the 
shipping lanes, and the U.S. and its allies are taking measures 
to make sure that doesn't happen, including preparations to de-
mine the strait. 

But any prolonged closure of the strait could lead to food 
shortages in the Persian Gulf and force countries to find 
alternate channels. 

As a result, the Gulf countries have been dusting off plans 
to improve their food security, and are investing in what 
amount to insurance policies against the effects of a broader 
conflict. 

"One of the key worst-case scenarios revolves around the 
Strait of Hormuz," said David Roberts, the deputy director and 
a research fellow at the Royal United Services Institute. 

The strategy, analysts say, is to multiply sources of food, 
water and energy in case one or more sources are cut off in the 
wake of a conflict. 

Such efforts have long been in play. The U.A.E. has even 
considered a plan to bring in fresh glacial runoff from 

Patagonia in Chile in gigantic bags that would be dragged 
across the ocean. The bags have yet to be fully tested and the 
proposal is still in the exploratory stages, but the plan—and 
the audacity of its scale—illustrates the lengths to which the 
Gulf countries are willing to go to slake their thirst for 
resource security. A group of government officials and 
businessmen from the U.A.E. traveled to Chile to inspect the 
glacier two years ago. 

Such planning has been accelerated since Iran aired 
threats in January to close the strait in response to the approval 
of sanctions by the U.S. and Europe targeting Tehran's oil 
revenue. 

This year, Qatar said it would spend nearly $3 billion on 
reservoirs to store enough water to last a week, giving the 
country a strategic reserve. Qatar estimates it has one of the 
world's highest per capita water use rates. 

In March, two companies owned by the Abu Dhabi 
government in the U.A.E. said they would build a terminal to 
import the liquefied natural gas it uses to produce electricity 
and power its water desalination plants. The terminal—for 
imports through Fujairah, a city that lies on a small strip of 
coastline outside the Strait of Hormuz—would prepare the 
U.A.E. for any interruption of supply from Qatar, from which 
the it gets most of its natural gas. 

Other resource-security investments in the U.A.E. in 
recent years include the construction of a grain terminal in 
Fujairah and purchases of farmland overseas. Abu Dhabi is 
developing 70,000 acres of farms in Sudan, while Qatar and 
Saudi Arabia have bought farmland as far afield as Argentina 
and Ukraine. 

"This is a psychological issue as much as physical one," 
said Mustafa Alani, a security expert at the Geneva-based Gulf 
Research Center. "You need to feel you're not going to be held 
hostage." 
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Water is perhaps the most complex of the region's 
resource-security puzzles. Gulf countries have some of the 
lowest rainfall rates and smallest water resources in the world. 
Gulf countries satisfy demand by desalinating seawater, but 
that leaves them vulnerable if their desalination plants 
malfunction or are attacked. 

As the first Gulf War ended in 1991, Saddam Hussein's 
forces targeted Kuwait's desalination plants in desperation, 
damaging its supply. 

Storage projects such as Qatar's reservoirs are one way 
countries are trying to address the issue. Abu Dhabi has also 
looked at pumping desalinated water into an underground 
aquifer outside the city. 

Gulf governments have discussed a regional network of 
pipes linking desalination plants, but cost and politics have so 
far made it unfeasible. 

Meanwhile, efforts to grow food domestically have 
largely been abandoned in the Gulf because of the demand 
they placed on limited water resources. 

As populations of the Gulf nations grow, food demand is 
expected to increase. Dubai imported $6.7 billion in food and 
beverages last year, according to official figures, up from 
$3.85 billion in 2005, including large imports of wheat and 
grains. 

The U.A.E. as a whole imported 1.3 million tons of wheat 
in 2009, more than double what it imported in the mid-1990s, 
according to the United Nations Food and Agriculture 
Organization. The U.A.E.'s population has grown to 7.9 
million last year, according to the World Bank, from about 2.3 
million in 1995. 
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9. Plots Are Tied To Shadow War Of Israel And Iran 
(NEW YORK TIMES 09 AUG 12) ... Nicholas Kulish and Jodi Rudoren 

BERLIN — A magnetic bomb detonated on a diplomatic 
car in New Delhi. The police uncovered a cache of explosives 
at a golf course in the Kenyan city of Mombasa. Five Israeli 
tourists and a Bulgarian bus driver were killed in an attack 
outside the airport in the Black Sea coastal city of Burgas. 

These were just a few of what some Israeli and American 
intelligence officials say were nearly a dozen plots that form 
the backbone of a continuing offensive by Iran and Hezbollah 
against Israel and its allies abroad. But the links seem tenuous 
at times, the tactics variable, the targets scattered across the 
globe, from the Caucasus to Southeast Asia to the 
Mediterranean. 

“This is not a spy thriller that necessarily has a plot 
readers can follow from page to page,” said Matthew Levitt, 
director of the program on counterterrorism and intelligence at 
the Washington Institute for Near East Policy. “Iran and 
Hezbollah both thrive on reasonable deniability.” 

Analysts say the shadow war pitting Israel against Iran 
and Hezbollah has more in common with the cloak-and-
dagger maneuverings of the C.I.A. and the K.G.B. during the 
cold war than the publicity-hungry terrorism campaign of Al 
Qaeda. It represents a return to the idea that the most effective 
attack is often an ambiguous one. 

“They want just enough ambiguity that you can’t nail 
down that they did it, the seed of doubt that makes it difficult 
for Israel or the United States to respond,” said Andrew Exum, 
a senior fellow with the Center for a New American Security 
in Washington. The undercover conflict signaled “a return to 
the black arts of the cold war,” he said. 

After the blast in Bulgaria, both Iran and Hezbollah 
denied involvement almost as quickly as Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu of Israel pointed the finger at them. 
American and Bulgarian officials backed the assessment off 
the record, but would not say so openly. There has been little 
hard evidence presented to show how or by whom the plots 
were coordinated. 

Israeli intelligence has evidence of many telephone calls 
between Lebanon and Burgas in the two months before the 
bombing, according to a senior government official who spoke 
on the condition of anonymity because the information is 

classified, with the volume intensifying in the three days 
leading up to it. 

But they are no more prepared to expose the details of 
their counterintelligence work publicly than the attackers are 
to claim responsibility. “We know the sources in Lebanon,” 
though not the identity of those on the other end in Bulgaria, 
the official said. “They shouldn’t know that we know the 
numbers in Lebanon.” 

Weeks after the attack, the Bulgarian investigation has 
largely stalled. Officials there have yet to identify the attacker, 
also killed in the blast, or his suspected accomplices. They are 
hesitant to declare Hezbollah responsible without ironclad 
proof, given that the European Union has never designated the 
group a terrorist organization. 

European allies expect more concrete evidence than the 
volume of calls before taking steps against Hezbollah. They 
maintain “some skepticism that it was Hezbollah as an 
organization itself, and not, for instance, Iran using individuals 
with some Hezbollah affiliation,” said a senior security official 
in Germany. 

The investigation in New Delhi appears further along, but 
there, too, diplomatic and trading ties leave India with a 
dilemma. Iran is a major supplier of oil to India, which has 
struggled to balance relations with Iran, Israel and the United 
States. 

The Indian police issued warrants in March for three 
Iranian citizens in connection with the New Delhi attack. But 
when The Times of India recently reported that the police had 
identified Iran’s Revolutionary Guards as responsible, officials 
immediately denied the report. 

Several of the plots have been hasty and even sloppy. In 
Thailand, the suspects set off an explosion in their own safe 
house. Many other suspected plots failed or were disrupted 
before they materialized. That gave some experts the 
impression that the assaults were planned in a hurry, perhaps 
because Iran and Hezbollah scrambled to lash out after a string 
of covert attacks on Iran’s nuclear program. The civil war in 
Syria, which threatens the government of a key Iranian ally, 
may be another spur to action. 

“We see Iran and Hezbollah as monoliths without 
realizing there is internal competition, dissent, factionalism, 
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and these things become important when we have external 
pressures like we do now,” said Rashmi Singh, a lecturer at 
the Center for the Study of Terrorism and Political Violence at 
the University of St. Andrews in Scotland. “What’s happening 
in Syria is making this more acute than ever,” she said. 

The proliferation of plots has kept Israel on guard. It was 
less cat-and-mouse than Whac-A-Mole, with plots popping up 
in Africa, Europe, South Asia and Southeast Asia. 

“There was kind of a desperation to carry out these 
attacks; they weren’t necessarily as well prepared,” a senior 
Israeli official said. “Even when they were thwarted there was 
a sense they’d done something. They need to show some 
results.” 

Analysts say that the increased planning was also 
evidence of deepening anger in Tehran as international 
sanctions took hold. Simple revenge is a possible motive, they 
say. 

Hezbollah has sworn to retaliate against Israel for the 
2008 assassination of Imad Mughniyah, the group’s former 
security chief, who was killed in a car bombing in Syria. Iran 
blames Israel for killing at least four Iranian nuclear scientists, 
several with magnetic bombs placed on their vehicles. Efraim 
Halevy, formerly head of the Mossad, conceded that the 
shadow war was not just one-sided with “a measure of attack 
on both sides.” He drew a distinction between “innocent 
bystanders” and “people who are threatening you.” 

The Israelis count an assassination attempt against the 
Israeli consul general in Istanbul and the killing of a Saudi 
diplomat in Karachi, both in May 2011, as the beginning of 
the recent offensive. The United States said it had thwarted an 
Iranian-backed plot last year to kill the Saudi ambassador in 
Washington with the help of a Mexican drug gang. 

But the intensity of the new offensive came into focus in 
February when tactics similar to those used in the killings of 
Iranian scientists were deployed against Israelis. A 
motorcyclist pulled up alongside a vehicle belonging to the 
Israeli Embassy in New Delhi and attached a small explosive 
device. The wife of an Israeli defense official was wounded in 
the ensuing blast, as were three others, but all survived. 

In the Georgian capital, Tbilisi, on the same day, a driver 
for the Israeli Embassy “found something stuck to the car with 
a magnet,” he told the Georgian television station Real TV. 
Investigators cordoned off the area while explosives experts 
defused the bomb. No one was harmed. 

The following day, an explosion rocked a rented home in 
Bangkok. One man lost his legs after a bomb exploded as the 
Bangkok police tried to arrest him. A second man was arrested 

by the police at Bangkok’s Suvarnabhumi Airport trying to 
flee the country. A third suspect sought in the case was 
apprehended in neighboring Malaysia, where he is still 
fighting extradition. 

The police in Thailand said those suspects, too, were 
targeting Israeli Embassy staff members with explosives that 
were fitted with magnets. All three, as well as another man 
and a woman sought in connection with the case, are Iranian. 

The Indian police say that one of their suspects was “in 
touch” with a suspect in Thailand. Israeli officials say they 
have cellphone calls and text messages between Thailand, 
India and Baku, the capital of Azerbaijan. Security services 
there announced in March that they had arrested 22 people 
who they said had been hired by Iran to carry out terrorist 
attacks against Israeli, American and other Western targets. 

Ronnie Bar-On, chairman of the Foreign Affairs and 
Defense Committee in Israel’s Parliament, said Iran could pass 
weapons, ammunition, technology and “knowledge” through 
diplomatic mail. “We have unlimited resources, we have 
unlimited time” to deal with this and other threats, Mr. Bar-On 
said. 

By midsummer, despite the close call in New Delhi, all 
the operations had been either thwarted or bungled. Two 
Iranians were arrested in Nairobi in June in connection with 
the explosives found at the Mombasa golf course. In July, the 
police in Cyprus arrested a Lebanese man with a Swedish 
passport suspected of scouting airplanes and buses carrying 
Israeli tourists to the Mediterranean island. 

A few days later, a slender young man with a large 
backpack slipped into a crowd of Israeli tourists at the airport 
in Burgas as they lugged baggage from the terminal to a 
waiting bus. The blast from the bomb hidden in his backpack 
shattered any sense of invincibility that the Israelis might have 
felt. 

That civilians were the victims in Bulgaria rather than 
diplomatic or military targets was not necessarily a sign that 
others were behind that attack. “When you fail and time 
passes, sometimes you lower your bar,” Mr. Levitt said. 

Yoram Schweitzer, a senior research fellow at the 
Institute for National Security Studies, said those responsible 
wanted to see Israel embroiled in fighting with its neighbors. 
“Precisely for this reason it is best for Israel to adopt a 
restrained policy and respond at a time of its own choosing,” 
Mr. Schweitzer said, “in a targeted and covert fashion.” 

The conflict, in other words, may continue to play out in 
the shadows. 
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10. South Korea Would Accept More U.S. Help, Defense Ministers Says 
(STARS AND STRIPES 09 AUG 12) ... Jon Rabiroff and Yoo Kyong Chang 

SEOUL — South Korean defense officials have given a 
partial endorsement to a recent Pentagon-commissioned study 
that suggests the U.S. military take steps to cover for 
perceived shortcomings in the South’s ability to defend itself. 
Ministry of National Defense officials said they disagree with 
some elements of the independent assessment of the U.S. 
military’s plans for its Pacific forces, done by the Center for 
Strategic and International Studies. But one official said he 
would welcome the additional U.S. military support that has 
been proposed. 

The report recommends that the U.S. should: 

 Expand the presence of Marines in joint exercises 
with the South’s military, particularly in the Yellow 
Sea where 50 South Koreans were killed in North 
Korean attacks on the Cheonan warship and 
Yeonpyeong Island in 2010. 

 Consider deploying two Littoral Combat Ships to 
Chinhae Naval Base in South Korea. 
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 Delay the planned 2015 transfer of wartime 
operational control of allied forces to the South until 
the South Korean military is better prepared to 
assume the additional responsibilities. 

The assessment done by CSIS — a Washington, D.C., 
think tank — was completed in response to demands from the 
powerful Senate Armed Services Committee, which froze 
funding for all military moves in the Pacific until the Pentagon 
could justify they were necessary and could be completed in a 
cost-efficient manner. 

The 108-page report largely validated the Pentagon’s 
plans to shift forces as it refocuses its efforts in the Pacific in 
the years ahead. 

“North Korea remains the most immediate military threat 
to U.S. interests,” the report said. “The North’s ability to 
sustain an invasion of the South may have deteriorated, but 
Pyongyang’s ballistic missile and nuclear weapons programs 
and uncertainty about stability under Kim Jong Un are forcing 
the United States and the Republic of Korea to contemplate 
additional contingencies, including potential North Korean use 
of weapons of mass destruction in war-fighting scenarios … 
provocations comparable to (the 2010 attacks) … and regime 
collapse or instability.” 

The study suggested South Korean officials are 
“interested in expanding the (U.S. Marine Corps) presence on 
the peninsula because of weaknesses in the (South Korean) 
Marines’ capabilities to manage (Yellow Sea) contingencies as 
revealed in the Cheonan and Yeonpyeong attacks.” 

A South Korean defense ministry official, who spoke on 
condition of anonymity, said an increase in the U.S. Marine 
presence “will certainly be effective in preventing North 
Korean provocations on the (Yellow Sea) islands.” 

“I believe this recommendation shows…they listened to 
us,” he said. 

The CSIS report said that rotationally deploying two 
Littoral Combat Ships to South Korea, “could address the 
mine-sweeping and anti-submarine warfare requirements in 
Northeast Asia.” 

The Ministry of National Defense official said his office 
has never made such a recommendation, but, “If that happens 
… it would be a good thing, too. I can see no reason to oppose 
the idea.” 

Three ministry officials interviewed about the report said 
they did not agree with the recommendation about holding off 
on the scheduled 2015 transfer of operation control in the 
event of war. 

They pointed to comments by U.S. Defense Secretary 
Leon Panetta, in a letter that accompanied the CSIS report 
when it was submitted to the Senate committee. 

Panetta wrote, “The CSIS independent assessment seems 
to imply that the United States needs to impose new caveats 
on wartime OPCON transition. This includes the provision 
that dissolution of Combined Forces Command be contingent 
on (South Korea) attainment of necessary capabilities, 
including command and control. 

“In fact, this caveat is part of a series of planning 
milestones toward which the department is already working to 
ensure that wartime OPCON transition occurs as planned with 
no loss of readiness of our combined forces,” he wrote. 

Senate Armed Services Committee Chairman Sen. Carl 
Levin, D-Mich., along with committee members Sen. John 
McCain, R-Ariz., and Sen. Jim Webb, D-Va., issued a joint 
statement in response to the CSIS report saying it “helps to 
frame the many issues associated with the re-posturing of U.S. 
forces in the Asia-Pacific.” 

“We agree with CSIS’s emphasis on the need for (the 
Department of Defense) to articulate the strategy behind its 
force-posture planning more clearly,” the senators said. 
“Support for the resourcing of major overseas initiatives, in 
the current fiscal environment, will depend to a significant 
extent on a clear articulation of U.S. strategic imperatives and 
the manner in which the investments address them. 

“Congress must also be confident that the DOD force 
planning and realignment proposals are realistic, workable, 
and affordable,” the statement read. 
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11. U.S. Blueprint For War With China Flawed And Could Spark Nuclear Strikes, Says Expert 
(SYDNEY MORNING HERALD 09 AUG 12) ... Dylan Welch 

The U.S. government might like to deny it, but Barack 
Obama's former intelligence chief has confirmed China is a 
principal target of a major U.S. war plan. 

The American plan, known in Washington as Air-Sea 
Battle, is strategically flawed, Australia’s foremost regional 
defence expert, Hugh White, said, and risks escalating a U.S.-
China struggle to the level of nuclear strikes. It is also known 
to have angered the Chinese military, and the confirmation is 
likely to be viewed with displeasure in Beijing. 

The confirmation was provided by Admiral Dennis Blair, 
a straight-talking Asia expert who until 2010 was Mr Obama’s 
director of national intelligence. Before that he led the U.S. 
Pacific Command, which represents about a fifth of the U.S. 
military machine. 

His answers were in response to questions posed by the 
Herald about Air-Sea Battle, a Pentagon strategy designed to 
knock out an enemy’s long-range surveillance radar and 
precision missiles, followed by a blistering air and sea assault. 

When asked about Air-Sea Battle and whether it directly 
related to China, Admiral Blair said: “I’m not in the Pentagon 
any more, so I can’t say [what] that [is] in particular, but it 
doesn’t take any classified piece of information to let you 
know that countries like Iran and China . . . have taken 
advantage of technology in terms of submarines and missiles 
to be able to keep U.S. maritime and air forces at a distance.” 

As a result, he said, it was the job of U.S. military 
commanders to “figure out ways that we can send our forces 
to conduct military operations despite these sorts of threats”. 

It is widely understood Iran would pose very little threat 
to a full-scale U.S. military campaign, and Air-Sea Battle is 
unofficially acknowledged in Washington as the central tenet 
of American plans to deal with an aggressive and heavily 
armed China. 

“I don’t doubt for a moment ... that the real target of the 
Air-Sea Battle is China,” said Professor White, the author of a 
just-published book on the U.S.-China relationship, The China 
Choice. 



 13

Professor White is also a strong critic of Air-Sea Battle, 
which he says has three fundamental problems. “Firstly, I 
don’t think it will work; second, even if it does work 
operationally it won’t achieve its strategic aims; and thirdly it 
runs a very strong sense of escalating to a nuclear war.” 

Professor White said the battle plan was also an old 20th 
century concept that is being repackaged for a 21st century 
enemy. 

“The U.S. has always done sea control in the Pacific, but 
what’s changed? The enemy has changed. And he has a boat, 
as they say,” Professor White said. 

Admiral Blair also believes it is an old strategy that has 
been repackaged. 

“The concept is nothing new, in typical American fashion 
we often pour the old wine into new bottles with fancy new 
labels. But the navy and air force co-operating to be able to get 
to our allies that are within range of Chinese missiles is 
nothing new, and most Americans expect that to be their job.” 
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12. First Aircraft Carrier Could Be In Use By National Day 
(SOUTH CHINA MORNING POST (HONG KONG) 09 AUG 12) ... Minnie Chan 

China's first aircraft carrier could be officially operational 
by National Day (October 1), says a senior naval researcher. 

The vessel has yet to be given a Chinese name. It was 
built using the hull of an unfinished Soviet carrier, the Varyag, 
which Beijing acquired in 2002. 

Senior Colonel Li Jie, a researcher with the navy's 
military academy in Beijing, told the South China Morning 
Post that the Varyag, which completed its ninth sea trial on 
July 30, may formally join the Chinese navy on the 63rd 
anniversary of the founding of the People's Republic of China. 

"The Varyag will serve our navy sometime this year, and 
it may be put into operation on October 1, as almost all of the 
necessary equipment on board has been installed," Li said. 

Beijing has said that the carrier will be used for training 
purposes. 

Li said the carrier could play a key role in defending 
China's sovereignty claims in maritime territorial disputes, 
such as pa rts of the South China Sea that are also claimed by 
the Philippines and Vietnam. 

"In the South China Sea, we would still prefer not to use 
military means to resolve territorial disputes with our 
neighbours ... but of course the Varyag has certain fighting 
capabilities, even though it was designed to be a training 
carrier," Li said. 

"It will not just stay in one naval base. It could target 
several places because of its good maneuverability and 
sustainability, as China is now an ocean power with more than 

7,000 islands and 14,000 kilometres of island coastline to look 
after." 

He said the carrier would likely operate in offshore zones 
and eventually be sent to the high seas to safeguard China's 
interests abroad. "In the near future, we need at least three 
aircraft carriers, including the Varyag, to defend our maritime 
rights," Li said. 

In speculating that the carrier would be launched this 
year, Li pointed to similar comments made in March by 
Admiral Wu Shengli, commander of the People's Liberation 
Army Navy. But Li did not specify the location or context that 
Wu spoke of. 

In April 2009, military insiders told the Post that Beijing 
expected to launch the nation's first aircraft carrier this year, 
and that a full battle group, including supply ships, would be 
operational in 2015. 

About a year later, then United States Admiral Robert 
Willard, who was the head of U.S. Pacific Command in Hawa 
ii, told Congress that the Soviet-era carrier would be 
"operational around 2012 and likely be used to develop basic 
carrier skills.” 

A Macau businessman bought the Varyag from a 
Ukrainian shipyard in 1998. 

Beijing acquired the vessel in March 2002 and started a 
comprehensive refitting in April 2005 in Dalian, Liaoning 
province, where the vessel remains based. 
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13. Taiwan Gets Two Mine-Hunting Ships From U.S. 
(STARS AND STRIPES 09 AUG 12) ... Erik Slavin 

YOKOSUKA NAVAL BASE, Japan — Taiwan took 
possession of two former U.S. Navy mine hunter vessels last 
week, completing part of a $6.4 billion defense deal in 2010 
that stoked tensions with China. 

The Taiwanese Navy will hold a ceremony Friday in the 
southern port city of Kaohsiung to welcome the Osprey-class 
ships formerly known as the USS Oriole and USS Falcon, 
according to Taiwanese media reports. 

Taiwan has been seeking them since 2001, according to 
an Aug. 3 report in The China Post. The island currently relies 
on eight minesweepers, half of which were decommissioned 
by the U.S. Navy nearly 20 years ago. The Oriole and Falcon 
were commissioned in 1995 and 1997 before being 
decommissioned in 2006 and 2007, along with the other 10 
ships in the same classification. 

The sale of the mine hunters, along with fighter jets and 
other hardware, led China to cancel nearly all military-to-
military relations with the United States in 2010. 

U.S. wargaming scenarios have long postulated that 
China would rely on its stockpile of mines to deny access to 
Taiwanese ports and nearby waters in the event of a military 
conflict between China and Taiwan. 

China’s inventory exceeds 50,000 naval mines and 
includes significant technological advances within the past 10 
years, according to the 2012 annual report to Congress on 
China’s military power. 

An article in the Spring 2012 Naval War College Review 
confirmed a 2009 conclusion by the college’s China Maritime 
Studies Institute that mines would be used to deter U.S. access 
into the region during a conflict. 
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“We think that China would rely heavily on offensive 
mining in any Taiwan scenario,” according to Scott Truver, 
who wrote the article. “Were China able to employ these 
mines — and all think that it could — they would greatly 
hinder operations, for an extended time, in waters where the 
mines were even thought to have been laid.” 

The U.S. Navy maintains four Avenger-class mine 
countermeasures ships in Japan at Sasebo Naval Base, about 
750 miles from Taiwan’s capital. 

China considers Taiwan a breakaway territory. Although 
China’s 2005 anti-secession law states it will “do its utmost 
with maximum sincerity to achieve a peaceful reunification,” 
the nation has not renounced the possibility of using force. 

The United States accepts Beijing’s view that there is 
only “one China,” but it has sworn to defend Taiwan in the 
event of a conflict. 
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14. U.S. Submarine Base Ready To Train Indonesian Navy Personnel 
U.S. Navy Offers Training for Indonesian Navy Submarine Personnel 
(JAKARTA MEDIA INDONESIA 08 AUG 12) 

SURABAYA, Micom -- The U.S. Navy's Submarine 
Group Seven in Hawaii is ready to facilitate a training 
program for Indonesian Navy submarine personnel and 
candidates. 

This offer was conveyed by Submarine Group Seven 
Commander Rear Admiral Phillip Sawyer on a visit to the 
Indonesian Navy Training and Development Command 
(Kobangdikal) in Surabaya on Wednesday, 8 August 2012. 

Adm. Sawyer and company were received by the 
Kobangdikal commander, Adm. Djoko Teguh Wahojo, and 
vice commander, Brig. Gen. (Marines) Prang Verry Kunto, 
Adm. Yayat Achmad Hadirat, and Research and Development 
Director Col. Rudwin Thalib. 

According to the Kobangdikal spokesperson, Maj. 
Rohman Arif, the offer for training is not only for sailors in 

the submarine unit but also for those currently in submarine 
school at Kobangdikal. 

Adm. Sawyer also expressed his condolences for the 
recent disastrous accident that affected the crew of an 
Indonesian Navy submarine during a rescue training operation 
in the waters off Pasir Putih, Situbondo, East Java. 

"All submarine sailors form a single family. If one of 
them is involved in a disaster, then all sailors join in feeling 
the pain that they suffered," he said. 

Adm. Sawyer, accompanied by the U.S. [Embassy] Naval 
Attache Capt. Adrian Jansen, was briefed on the profile of the 
Kobangdikal, which among other things trains candidate 
submarine personnel. The visitors also visited the submarine 
school and its training facilities and receiving briefing on the 
school's training and education programs for candidates. 

Translated from Indonesian. 
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15. First Borey Class Subs To Be Deployed In Pacific 
(RIA NOVOSTI 08 AUG 12) 

MOSCOW -- Russia’s first two Borey class strategic 
submarines will be ultimately deployed with the Pacific Fleet, 
First Deputy Defense Minister Alexander Sukhorukov said on 
Wednesday. 

The Yury Dolgoruky and the Alexander Nevsky vessels 
are undertaking test runs in the White Sea and are expected to 
be commissioned by the end of 2012. 

“I am absolutely certain that the first two subs will be 
initially placed with the Northern Fleet and will be redeployed 

to the Pacific Fleet after all the infrastructure there is ready,” 
Sukhorukov said. 

Two more Borey class submarines are under construction 
at the Sevmash shipyard in the port city of Severodvinsk on 
the White Sea. 

The Russian Navy is expected to receive at least ten 
Borey class submarines by 2020. 

The submarines, to be armed with Bulava ballistic 
missiles, will constitute the core of Russia's strategic 
submarine force after 2018. 
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16. For Somali Pirates, July Was A Very Bad Month 
Private guards and international naval patrols – and some rough seas – have prevented successful high-seas 
hijackings by Somali pirates since June 19, the first zero-attack month since 2007. 
(CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR 08 AUG 12) ... Mike Pflanz 

NAIROBI, Kenya -- As the trade winds shift on the 
Indian Ocean and Force 7 gales kick up fierce swells, all but 
the hardiest of Somalia’s notorious pirates stay home with 
their boats pulled up on the beach. 

There have always been a few, however, who continued 
to roam what have become the world's most dangerous waters, 
continuing the hijacks even as the weather worsened during 
July and August. 

But new figures from the International Maritime Bureau 
show something different for this year’s monsoon, currently in 
full force on the waters off the Horn of Africa. 

Since June 19, Somalia’s pirates have not successfully 
taken any vessel hostage, and since June 26, they have not 
even tried to carry out a hijack. 

This marks the longest unbroken stretch of peaceful 
shipping off Somalia since piracy emerged as a major menace 
in 2007, and the drop has been attributed to a greater use of 
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armed guards on ships, international naval patrols, and the bad 
weather. 

“This is traditionally a quiet time for pirate attacks, but 
there have still always been a handful [of] incidences even 
during the monsoon months of July and August,” says Cyrus 
Mody at the IMB’s office in Britain. 

“However since June 26 this year, we have seen no 
activity whatsoever in the southern Red Sea, the Gulf of Aden, 
the Gulf of Arabia, or the Somali Basin.” 

This is already after a 60 percent reduction in pirate 
attacks in the first six months of 2012 compared to the same 
stretch last year, from 163 incidents to 69. Despite this, Somali 
pirates still hold as many as 191 crew and up to 14 merchant 
vessels and fishing boats. 

“We’ve learned a lot about piracy and we’re being a great 
deal more proactive in disrupting their activities,” says Rear 
Adm. Duncan Potts, operational commander of the European 
Union’s anti-piracy mission, Operation Atalanta. 

Roughly three dozen warships from the U.S. Navy, 
Britain's Royal Navy, EU countries, NATO, Russia, China, 
and India are currently on anti-piracy patrol in more than 2.5 
million nautical square miles of sea off the Horn of Africa, an 
area the size of the continental United States. 

Their new tactics have involved helicopter gunship 
attacks on pirate logistics bases onshore for the first time, and 
targeting teams working together in what are called “pirate 
action groups.” Merchant ships' captains have been taught 
how to accelerate and maneuver to evade attack. Hulls are 
festooned with barbed wire and powerful water hoses are used 
to deter pirates as they try to climb aboard. 

Efforts have also been made on shore to increase 
alternative ways for people to earn a living, in theory robbing 
the pirates of manpower. Perhaps most importantly, there has 
been a significant surge in the use of armed guards on vessels. 

“There has been a quantum increase in the number of 
private armed security contractors being deployed by the 
shipping industry, and they have had to date a 100 percent 
success rate preventing hijacks,” Adm. Potts says.  

A majority of vessels passing through the Gulf of Aden 
and the northwest Indian Ocean are now thought to be 

carrying contracted armed guards, who are mandated to 
protect ships first with warning shots and then with direct fire. 

“The naval forces would perhaps dispute this, but I would 
say that private security is by far the major factor, not the 
warships,” says Stig Jarle Hansen, an expert on Somali piracy 
based in Oslo, Norway. “Pirate commanders I have spoken to 
onshore tell me that it's those armed guards they’re most afraid 
of. It means that they just don’t target the most valuable ships 
any more.” 

In 2009, the most successful year for Somali pirates, one 
in three vessels that were targeted ended up hijacked and their 
crews held hostage. 

By late last year, that figure was as low as one in 20 for 
the most valuable prizes, most of which now carry private 
security staff. 

That has forced the remaining pirate cells to target fishing 
boats of limited value rather than large oil carriers, cargo 
ships, or private yachts. 

“No-one really wants to hijack a Tanzanian fishing dhow, 
hold it for a year, and then get almost nothing at the end of it,” 
says Mr. Hansen. 

“The return on investment is now just too low, and pirate 
leaders are basically saying that they are getting out of piracy 
and going into other business, like kidnapping.” 

That does not mean that the pirates have beached their 
boats for good, however. Once the monsoon passes, many are 
expected to be back at sea. And there were warnings that 
international cartels who fronted the investment to put pirates 
to sea would “bide their time and then come back” once the 
flotillas of warships left or on-board private security was 
cancelled. 

“All of this tactical and operational progress is however 
easily lost if we do not irreversibly change the strategic 
context on the ground that allows piracy to exist in the first 
place,” Potts says. 

“If all of our vessels moved on, and the shipping industry 
slowed down its vigilance over security, word would soon 
enough get around. Piracy still is one of the best ways to earn 
a living in Somalia.” 

Return to Index 
 
 

PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
17. Mental Health: Looking Out For The Whole Sailor 
(NAVY WARFARE DEVELOPMENT COMMAND BLOG 09 AUG 12) ... Rear Adm. Terry Kraft 

One of my greatest satisfactions I get out of our work here 
at Navy Warfare Development Command is when we look at 
lessons learned and identify ways to enhance the daily well-
being of the Sailors and Marines deployed on our ships. 

A particular gap we identified was the need for more 
mental health capabilities at sea. To that end, we partnered 
with the Fleet and Navy Medicine by elevating findings from 
a lessons learned active collection to support increased mental 
health services for our Sailors and Marines. 

Longer deployments in combat zones are taking a toll on 
our personnel. We read the heart-wrenching stories and 
statistics regularly. All of the services are implementing 
aggressive programs to identify and treat those suffering 
mental health issues – and prevent problems before they start. 

An Amphibious Ready Group (ARG) and Marine 
Expeditionary Unit (MEU) have more than 4,000 Sailors and 
Marines embarked aboard three ships. Many of these Sailors 
and Marines are combat veterans or have faced other stressful 
circumstances that weigh on them during extended absences 
from family. During the course of a deployment, some Sailors 
and Marines will experience mental health problems and seek 
medical attention. Unlike a Carrier Strike Group, the medical 
capability that deploys in support of an ARG/MEU does not 
include a mental health provider. During a lessons learned 
active collection conducted aboard BOXER ARG, it was 
evident that the care and well being of Sailors and Marines 
experiencing mental health issues was of great concern among 
the leadership. In fact, mental health issues were one of the top 
reasons for medical evacuations during deployment. 
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The BATAAN ARG experienced similar issues prior to 
embarking a mental health provider mid-deployment. The 
presence of a dedicated mental health provider allowed for the 
provision of preventive services and the professional 
evaluation, diagnosis and treatment of many patients at sea. As 
a result, medical evacuations for mental health reasons 
dropped significantly. This enhanced operational capability, 
but, more importantly, Marines and Sailors were able to 
receive appropriate and ongoing care while remaining forward 
deployed with their units. 

The lessons learned and supporting data prompted a 
decision to embark a mental health professional in support of 
the IWO JIMA ARG earlier this year and a decision has been 
made to support mental health services on deploying ARGs in 
the future. This is a testament to the Navy’s process of 
collecting and analyzing lessons learned following 
deployments, teaming with other organizations to recommend 
solutions, and getting this information to the right decision-
makers who can act on it quickly for the benefit of our Sailors 
and Marines. 
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18. Navy Shines Light On Sexual Assault, Expands Services 
(VENTURA COUNTY (CA) STAR 08 AUG 12) ... Julie Whirlow 

Across the Department of Defense, the issue of sexual 
violence is at the forefront. Military leadership is taking a 
proactive approach to battle this issue through prevention 
efforts that aim to build a culture that does not tolerate sexual 
assault. 

“We must send the signal that this is not a problem we are 
going to ignore,” Defense Secretary Leon Panetta told the 
House of Representatives in April. 

Throughout the Navy, that message is being heard loud 
and clear. 

As the Chief of Naval Operations, Adm. Jonathan 
Greenert, stated on his official blog earlier this year: “We need 
to commit, as a Navy, to not accept this crime at our 
commands and get rid of the myth that it’s just ‘part of life.’ It 
is not.” 

And we are committing. 
Navy leadership is ensuring that this issue remains highly 

visible. Several new prevention measures have materialized in 
the past months, and leaders at all levels are being required to 
take proactive steps to protect every Sailor against sexual 
assault. 

Sexual Assault Awareness Month in April saw extra 
prevention training for each unit, and the effort has not 
stopped there. 

Master Mobilized Training Teams will soon disperse 
throughout the force for focused prevention training that will 
reach every Sailor by the end of 2012. 

Although prevention is the ultimate goal, the Navy is also 
working to improve system response for individuals who 
experience a sexual assault. 

Victims who file an unrestricted report can request to be 
transferred from their unit to be protected from the alleged 
offender or other forms of harassment. The decision to 
approve or deny this request must be made by the victim’s 
commanding officer within 72 hours of the written request; if 

it is denied, the first flag officer in the victim’s chain of 
command must review it and approve or deny the request 
within an additional 72 hours. 

The Navy Sexual Assault Prevention and Response 
(SAPR) program has also expanded its services to better 
support military dependents, 18 and older, who have been 
assaulted by someone other than a spouse or intimate partner. 
While SAPR has always been able to assist these victims with 
unrestricted reports, as of January 2012, SAPR victim 
advocates and the sexual assault response coordinator can 
offer these dependents resources through the restricted 
reporting option if they want to maintain confidentiality and 
not inform law enforcement or their sponsor’s chain of 
command. 

The Navy is also encouraging every command to heavily 
market the Department of Defense (DoD) Safe Helpline, 
which is a 24-hour resource that victims can call, text or chat 
online from anywhere in the world to connect with the nearest 
sexual assault response coordinator or victim advocate. 

Ultimately, leadership can only be part of the solution; it 
depends on the commitment of every Sailor to be proactive 
and step in before an assault occurs. Protect your shipmates 
from becoming potential victims or offenders and know that 
those who have been drinking cannot give legal consent. 

Sexual assault affects us all; it devastates an individual 
and depletes a unit’s mission readiness. Remember that if 
someone is assaulted, it is never that person’s fault. Listen 
without judgment and connect them with the right resources. 

If you have been sexually assaulted and would like to 
speak confidentially with a counselor, or connect to a local 
advocate, call the DoD Safe Helpline at 1-877-995-5247 or 
visit www.safehelpline.org. 

Julie Whirlow is the sexual assault response coordinator 
at Naval Base Ventura County. 
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19. Sailor From Camp Pendleton Is Killed In Afghanistan 
(LOS ANGELES TIMES 08 AUG 12) 

A U.S. Navy corpsman from Camp Pendleton has been 
killed in combat in Afghanistan, the Department of Defense 
announced Wednesday. 

Petty Officer 3rd Class Clayton Beauchamp of 
Weatherford, Texas, was killed Tuesday in Helmand province, 
a Taliban stronghold. His unit was attacked by a roadside 
bomb while on a foot patrol. 

Beauchamp was assigned to 1st Battalion, 1st Marine 
Regiment, Regimental Combat Team 6, 1st Marine Division 
(Forward), 1st Marine Expeditionary Force (Forward), based 
from Camp Pendleton. 

His brother, Tim Kisor, told the CBS-TV station in 
Dallas-Fort Worth that the family had spoken to Beauchamp 
on Saturday. 



 17

"We put him on speaker phone, and me and my 
grandmother and mom and everybody talked to him," Kisor 
told the TV station. "We all told him we loved him." 

Beauchamp had planned to buy an engagement ring for 
his girlfriend once he returned from Afghanistan, his brother 
said. 

An older brother, also serving in the Navy in Afghanistan, 
is accompanying the body home. 
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20. NEMTI Role-3 Kandahar Course Students Learn From Wounded, Ill And Injured 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 08 AUG 12) ... Navy Medicine Education and Training Command Public Affairs 

CAMP PENDLETON, Calif. -- Active-duty and Reserve 
Sailors participating in a course designed to integrate all 
members of a medical team scheduled to staff the world's 
busiest trauma hospital were visited by Marines from 
Wounded Warrior Battalion West Aug. 7 at Camp Pendleton, 
Calif. 

Students in the Naval Expeditionary Medical training 
Institute (NEMTI)-sponsored Role-3 Kandahar Course - a 
training evolution that fully develops a medical team 
scheduled to deploy in support of contingency operations 
around the world - received the opportunity to ask questions, 
receive feedback and meet six service members, each of 
whom maintains a close tie with Navy Medicine professionals. 
NEMTI operational project manager Cmdr. Kevin Beasley, 
said the two-hour session served as a reminder of the 
important role expeditionary medical professionals play each 
day. 

"Having wounded warrior interaction as part of pre-
deployment training seals the importance of our mission as 
U.S. Navy health care providers," he said. "They provide the 
realism, reminding us of our own humanity, their sacrifices 
and why we continue to go forward, providing health care as 
long as they fight. The message is clear with them. They 
embody the honor and courage that ensures our commitment." 

Wounded Warrior Battalion West, part of the Marine 
Corps Wounded Warrior Regiment, provides and facilitates 
non-medical care to combat and non-combat wounded, ill and 
injured (WII) Marines, Sailors attached to or in direct support 
of Marine units, and their family members. The objective is to 
help them return to duty or transition to civilian life. 

Hospital Corpsman 1st Class (FMF/CAC) Charlie 
Farmer, Kandahar Role-3 Course student, said the question 
and answer session provided him the opportunity to visualize 
what they would be doing when deployed to Kandahar Role-3 
- to put a face and story with the sorts of injuries they could 
see. 

"This focuses everyone's attention on what our purpose 
will be when we get over there," he said. "It lets us focus on 
what our job is going to be and what the end result will be." 

The nearly two-hour session focused on the path of care 
the six individuals received after their respective injuries, as 
well as issues the Wounded Warriors faced during their 
recovery. Each service member fielded questions from the 
nearly 200 Role-3 Kandahar students, offering advice and 
responses to the numerous scenarios the assembled health care 
professionals presented. 

Lt. Cmdr. Miguel Gutierrez, Kandahar Role-3 Course 
student, said the integration of the Wounded Warrior panel 
offered a unique insight into the role of expeditionary 
medicine, something he said could have a profound impact on 
all students preparing to deploy. 

"As a provider, having the Wounded Warriors 
incorporated into this curriculum lets all of us see the 
importance of what we do, and the end result, which is the 
Sailors, Soldiers, Airmen and Marines coming home and the 
impact that we all have on their journey." 

The NEMTI Role-3 Kandahar Course marks only the 
second time the entire staff of enlisted and commissioned 
medical professionals and support personnel assigned to a 
forward-deployed medical facility began pre-deployment 
training together. 

The NEMTI-sponsored Kandahar Role-3 Hospital course 
is a two-week program designed to foster teamwork, and build 
and hone medical skills specific to what U.S. military medical 
professionals might expect while on deployment to the Role 3 
Hospital at Kandahar Airfield in Afghanistan. The course was 
initially offered in January 2012 and met with resounding 
success. Service members previously deploying in support of 
operations in Africa, Afghanistan and Iraq were either sent 
individually or in small groups, replacing other personnel with 
similar specialties or Navy Enlisted Classifications (NECs) on 
a "one-for-one" basis. 

U.S. Navy Bureau of Medicine and Surgery, Navy 
Medicine Education and Training Command and the 
operational training leadership, however, recognized the need 
for additional requirements in the training pipeline, suggesting 
a course that would allow deploying personnel the opportunity 
to train together from the inception, fostering a sense of 
teamwork and unity imperative for the continued success 
medical personnel have affected in some of the most 
dangerous areas in the world. 

The term "role" describes the tiers in which medical 
support is organized, with Role-3 describing the capabilities of 
a theater-level hospital. 

The course, designed by NEMTI, was approved by U.S. 
Fleet Forces Command, U.S. Central Command (CENTCOM) 
and the former Navy Medicine Support Command in response 
to deployment requirements and feedback received from 
previously deployed personnel including past and current 
commanding officers of the North American Treaty 
Organization-run Role-3 Kandahar Medical Facility. The 
course includes a variety of medical training courses. 

Service members completing the Kandahar Role-3 
Hospital course will next complete CENTCOM military 
requirements aboard training sites such as Fort Dix, N.J., and 
Fort Jackson, S.C. 

NEMTI, the premier U.S. Navy training facility for 
expeditionary medicine, reports to the Navy Medicine 
Operational Training Center (NMOTC) in Pensacola, Fla., and 
the Medical Education and Training Command in San 
Antonio, Texas. 

NEMTI and NMOTC and are part of the Navy Medicine 
team, a global health care network of 63,000 Navy medical 
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personnel around the world who provide high-quality health 
care to the operational forces and more than one million 
eligible beneficiaries. Navy Medicine personnel deploy with 

Sailors and Marines worldwide, providing critical mission 
support aboard ship, in the air, under the sea and on the 
battlefield. 
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21. ONR's Diversity Outreach Efforts Recognized 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 08 AUG 12) ... Katherine H. Crawford, Office of Naval Research 

ARLINGTON, Va. -- For the sixth consecutive year, the 
Office of Naval Research (ONR) earned recognition for its 
outstanding support of historically black colleges and 
universities and minority institutions (HBCU/MI), officials 
announced Aug. 8. 

In its annual issue naming "Top Supporters of the HBCU 
Engineering Schools," U.S. Black Engineer and Information 
Technology magazine highlighted ONR based on inputs from 
engineering deans at 14 institutions certified by the 
Accreditation Board for Engineering and Technology. 

"ONR is responsible for coordinating science, technology, 
engineering and mathematics [STEM] research and education 
programs across the Department of the Navy, and our 
organization has a tradition of focusing these activities on a 
diverse audience," said Dr. Anthony Junior, director, 
Department of the Navy HBCU/MI Program office. "Our 
outreach to these communities ensures that we're drawing on 
the largest talent pool possible for future naval scientists and 
engineers." 

The yearly list draws attention to the important role 
HBCUs play in preparing members of the nation's future 
workforce, while highlighting the need for more companies to 
partner with and support HBCUs to help fill the professional 
pipeline, particularly in STEM fields. 

In the survey, deans evaluated the level of corporate, 
nonprofit and government sponsorship for infrastructure 
modernization and enhancement; research and mentorship 
projects; participation on advisory councils; faculty 

development opportunities; scholarships; student projects; 
stipends; cooperative education programs; and career 
opportunities. 

ONR began funding research at HBCUs in 1985; four 
years later, it created a program focused on supporting 
undergraduate and graduate students at five HBCU/MIs. This 
program grew to support STEM education programs at 22 
such institutions, supporting hundreds of students through an 
average investment of $20 million per year. Of these students, 
90 percent graduated on time with degrees in science and 
engineering, and 80 percent went on to receive master's 
degrees. ONR continues to aggressively support research and 
education programs at HBCUs today. 

Support to HBCU/MIs is just one component of ONR's 
education and outreach program, which aims to inspire and 
motivate students of all ages to pursue STEM education and 
careers. ONR's investment includes sponsorship of and 
participation in science fairs, college internships, graduate 
fellowships and curricular enrichment programs, robotics 
competitions, and exhibits at events across the nation. 

ONR places a great value on diversity outreach initiatives. 
Recently, the organization also was named "best diversity 
company" for a fifth consecutive year by Diversity/Careers in 
Engineering & Information Technology magazine. ONR was 
recognized for its continued commitment to promoting 
workplace diversity in the magazine's its sixth annual readers' 
choice survey, Best Companies for Diversity. 
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FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
22. Washington State Democratic Members Of Congress Back Navy Biofuel Initiatives 
(BLOOMBERG BUREAU OF NATIONAL AFFAIRS 08 AUG 12) ... Paul Shukovsky 

SEATTLE--In the face of Republican opposition to Navy 
biofuels initiatives, a pair of Democratic senators and three 
representatives from Washington state stood alongside the 
chief of naval operations Aug. 7 and proclaimed their support 
for the initiatives. 

At a press conference at a Boeing facility, the legislators 
portrayed the Navy's efforts as central to reducing the 
military's dependence on foreign oil, an essential hedge 
against oil price spikes, important to national security, 
responsive to greenhouse gas concerns, and a generator of 
jobs. 

Boeing is a member of an initiative to promote the 
development of aviation biofuels. 

“The Navy knows the need for long-term, alternative fuel 
sources,” Sen. Patty Murray (D-Wash.) said. “And they know 
one of the biggest hurdles they face is the vulnerability of 
relying on just one fuel source, fossil fuels. That's why they 
have set forth the bold goal of using alternative fuels for half 
of our fleet by 2020.” 

Murray noted that the defense appropriations bill recently 
passed out of committee with $70 million for the Defense 
Department to continue work on advanced biofuels. 

“We know we need to insure that the Navy and [the 
Defense Department] can keep making these investments in 
biofuels,” Murray said. “And that means fixing language in 
the defense authorization bill that would limit that work. And 
we're going to keep working to give the DOD the authority it 
needs to enter into long-term contracts into biofuels which will 
help jump start this market.” 

'Energy Is Part Of Security.’ 
Sen. Maria Cantwell (D-Wash.), chairwoman of the 

Senate Commerce, Science, and Transportation Subcommittee 
on Aviation, said, “When we return in September, there are 
those in the House and some in the Senate who are trying to 
stop the DOD authorization bill from moving forward on 
biofuels. I want you to know that our [Washington state] 
delegation is going to work hard to preserve the Navy's 
opportunity to move forward on green jet fuel.” 
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The statements of support come a week after Sen. John 
McCain (R-Ariz.) sent a letter to Navy Secretary Ray Mabus 
criticizing the Navy's “decision to buy 450,000 gallons of 
biofuels at over $26 per gallon” for fleet exercises off Hawaii 
the week of July 19 (146 DER A-24, 7/31/12). “That wasteful 
purchase and the Navy's commitment of $170 million to 
develop a commercial biofuels refinery will result in a real 
cost to the readiness and safety of our Sailors and Marines,” 
the letter said. 

McCain wrote the letter after a Senate committee and the 
full House passed bills that restrict the defense department's 
ability to purchase biofuels. 

Admiral Jonathan Greenert, chief of Naval Operations, 
referred to the demonstration cited by McCain, saying that the 
exercise of “what we call the Great Green Fleet … was a 
demonstration of alternative fuels.” A cruiser, two destroyers, 
and an aircraft operated on a mix of biofuels and petroleum 
products. 

“This continued research and this … demonstration of 
alternative fuels is key and critical to our future because 
energy is part of security,” Greenert said. 

Confronting 'Political Realities.’ 
Greenert said the exercise gave the Navy the chance to 

ensure that the biofuel was compatible with its conventional 
fuel equipment such as tanks, tankers, and hoses. “It worked 
just fine.” 

A $1 change in the price of a barrel of oil translates to a 
$30 million swing in the cost of the Navy's fuel bill, Greenert 
said. “We've got to be more energy-efficient afloat, more 
energy-efficient ashore. And pursue--in a modest way--
continued research of alternative fuels.” 

In response to a question from BNA about Republican 
opposition to the Navy's biofuel initiatives, Murray said: “I 

think there are some who are focused on the short-term costs. 
We are focused on the long-term, incredibly important goal of 
not being dependent on one source of fuel in the Navy and 
that's fossil fuel.” 

Cantwell added that the Navy, as an early adopter, is 
helping to encourage progress in pushing biofuel production 
up to commercial scalable quantities. 

'Political Realities' Blocking Biofuels. 
Rep. Norm Dicks (D-Wash.), ranking Democrat on the 

Appropriations Committee, told BNA after the press 
conference that “political realities” are impinging on the 
ability of Democrats to advance a biofuels agenda. 

“The idea that we are going to be buying massive 
quantifies [of biofuels] at this point, I don't think that is 
politically possible,” Dicks said. “The Tea Party people and 
others get up and offer these amendments on the floor of the 
House and they win. Affordability. That's what they're getting 
up on the floor and saying. It's too expensive at this point to 
make a huge commitment.” 

Dicks pronounced himself a “big believer” in acting to 
intervene in climate change. “We've got to change our ways in 
what we are doing. But it's just politically very difficult right 
now.” 

Cantwell underscored the political difficulties when she 
told BNA that Republicans are attempting “to discredit green 
job creation.” 

“I think that there are some very positive benefits for us 
diversifying our fuel supply,” she said. “The fact that the Navy 
as an end user is trying to solve this problem shouldn't be 
criticized.” 

Also participating in the press conference were 
Washington Reps. Adam Smith (D) and Rick Larsen (D). 
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23. Missile Defense Agency May Go In New Direction With New Chief, Advocate Says 
(GLOBAL SECURITY NEWSWIRE 08 AUG 12) ... Rachel Oswald 

WASHINGTON -- The Obama administration's 
nomination last week of an admiral to head the U.S. Missile 
Defense Agency has issue observers wondering if new 
leadership could lead to new operational focuses for the 
organization. 

The timing and the choice of Navy Rear Adm. James 
Syring, currently the program executive officer for the 
service’s Integrated Warfare Systems program, to replace Lt. 
Gen. Patrick O’Reilly came as a surprise to Riki Ellison, a 
well-connected advocate of missile defense programs. 

“I think it’s a shock to a lot of the community,” said 
Ellison, who founded and chairs the Missile Defense 
Advocacy Alliance. “We’ve never had a Navy head of the 
Missile Defense Agency. …This is a big culture change for a 
lot of people.” 

Today’s Missile Defense Agency traces its origins to the 
Strategic Defense Initiative established in 1983. Since that 
time, only Army and Air Force officers or civilians have 
directed the Defense Department branch that oversees the 
large majority of U.S. research, development and acquisition 
of technologies for countering ballistic missile strikes, 
according to the MDAA group. 

Ellison said he and others in the missile defense 
community are now left wondering whether the agency will 

see its priorities shift under the leadership of Syring, who 
cannot be confirmed until the Senate returns from its August 
recess. 

Historically, each MDA director has had “certain pet 
projects,” Ellison told Global Security Newswire. 

The MDAA chairman speculated that Syring’s naval 
background would mesh nicely with the Obama 
administration’s plan to make Aegis ballistic missile defense 
technology a core element of antimissile operations by the 
United States and partner nations. 

The U.S. Navy is slated by the end of the year to have 28 
Aegis-equipped cruisers and destroyers. The technology has 
the ability to destroy short-, medium-, and intermediate-range 
ballistic missiles using Standard Missile 3 interceptors or 
short-range high-altitude missiles in the final stages of their 
flight using SM-2 interceptors. 

The U.S. Aegis fleet is in high demand by allies in 
Europe, East Asia, and the Persian Gulf that view the 
technology as an important protection against possible Iranian 
and North Korean ballistic missile strikes. 

The Navy is presently focused on developing directed 
energy weapons, which discharge energy at a target to deadly 
or nonlethal effect. A number of naval initiatives, such as the 
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electromagnetic railgun, could be adapted for missile defense 
purposes, according to Ellison. 

Requests for comment to major MDA contractors and 
lawmakers from Alabama, where the bulk of agency 
operations take place, were not returned by press time. 

Present and future cuts to the Defense Department’s 
budget mean it will be important for the different military 
services and agencies to work together to squeeze as much 
efficiency as possible out of their shrinking spending plans, 
Ellison said. The appointment of an admiral to head the 
Missile Defense Agency could be useful in this regard, he 
suggested, as it would give the organization its first ever 
experience working under Navy leadership. “[Syring's] going 
to have to be involved in a lot more integration between 
services than has ever happened before.” 

The announcement of Syring's nomination and promotion 
to vice admiral comes in the wake of an internal inspector 
general’s investigation that found O'Reilly had behaved in a 
bullying manner to his subordinates. 

While O'Reilly was slated to retire in November, Ellison 
said he suspects the findings of the damning IG report, which 
in May recommended “corrective action” against the 
lieutenant general, led the Pentagon to speed up the transition 
process. A Missile Defense Agency spokesman denied that 
was the case. 

“General O’Reilly had made clear that he planned to ask 
for retirement in November and the MDA director 
announcement is typically announced three to four months 
before retirement,” spokesman Rick Lehner said on Tuesday. 

“This is not a surprise,” he told GSN of the timing of the 
announcement. 

Ellison, though, said the announcement of O’Reilly’s 
successor was not anticipated until November. “It does look 
underneath the scenes that the corrective action that was 
requested by the IG moved things faster than was planned,” he 
said. 

Despite a number of witnesses reporting to the Pentagon 
IG office that O’Reilly was the “worst” manager they had ever 
experienced, Lehner insisted the general’s leadership style had 
no impact on agency performance including its uneven testing 
track record for ballistic missile interceptors. 

“This is a highly technical program; it’s a matter of 
engineering and technical issues,” Lehner said of the agency’s 
work on cutting-edge missile interception technology such as 
the Ground-based Midcourse Defense System. 

Ellison predicted that Syring’s Senate confirmation 
process would proceed smoothly. 

“I think everyone is looking for a fresh approach with the 
agency as it is today,” Ellison said. “I think everyone is kind 
of comfortable with trying to reset it. I don’t think there would 
be any major holdups on this.” 
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24. Navy Delays Combat Tests Needed For Carrier, Weapons Tester Says 
(BLOOMBERG GOVERNMENT 09 AUG 12) ... Tony Capaccio 

The Navy is inappropriately delaying or scaling back $70 
million in needed combat testing of the USS Gerald R. Ford, 
an aircraft carrier that may cost $14.2 billion, in the name of 
cutting costs, according to the Pentagon's top weapons tester. 

A test that would “rigorously evaluate the ship’s ability to 
withstand shock and survive in combat” would be postponed 
until a second carrier in the new Ford class is built and may 
not be completed for seven years, Michael Gilmore, the 
Defense Department’s director of operational test and 
evaluation, told Navy Secretary Ray Mabus in a July 12 memo 
obtained by Bloomberg News. 

Gilmore’s objections add to criticism of the carriers for 
their increasing price tag as well as their potential 
vulnerability to rival militaries with expanding arsenals of 
ballistic and cruise missiles, undersea mines, submarines, 
drones and cyber weapons. 

“I recognize the need to expend resources wisely for all 
purposes, including testing, in the existing constrained fiscal 
environment,” Gilmore said in the memo. “I consider these 
test costs well-justified, particularly when considered in the 
context of the $27.8 billion cost to design and build the first 
three of these new carriers, clearly one of the most expensive 
combat systems the department has ever acquired.” 

Once they’re fully equipped, the three carriers may cost 
$42.5 billion. The price tag for the Ford, the first carrier in the 
class being built by Huntington Ingalls Industries Inc., based 
in Newport News, Virginia, has climbed about 18 percent in 
four years to $12.3 billion, according to Defense Department 
data. 

The Congressional Budget Office estimates the final cost 
will be closer to $14.2 billion. The new carriers, the Navy’s 

costliest vessels, will rise 20 stories above the water, be 1,092 
feet long and move at 30 knots (35 miles per hour) with 
almost 5,000 Americans on board. 

Congress created Gilmore’s office in 1983 to 
independently oversee weapons testing, including approving 
test plans or disapproving them as needed. His office can 
influence spending on weapons programs by rejecting plans, 
taking its concerns to Congress or senior Pentagon officials, or 
finding that a weapon is ineffective or can’t be maintained. 

The dispute centers on the Navy’s decision to change the 
agreed-upon test plan for the first carrier in the class without 
Gilmore’s approval. The Navy wants to shift “full ship shock 
trial” evaluations to the John F. Kennedy, the second carrier, 
in the move Gilmore says would delay conducting the tests 
and gathering needed data for five to seven years. 

The tests, estimated to cost about $60 million, are 
designed to evaluate a ship’s ability to perform its mission 
after absorbing repeated shock waves from underwater 
explosions using live ammunition detonated at a distance. 

Gilmore rescinded approval of the test plan on July 12 
and that decision remains in place, he said in an e-mail 
through his spokeswoman Cheryl Irwin. Gilmore also said he 
has informed Defense Secretary Leon Panetta’s staff of his 
concerns. 

Gilmore said in the e-mail that the delay “is not 
appropriate” because the tests “provide information key to 
assuring a ship’s survivability in combat.” 

Captain Cate Mueller, a Navy spokeswoman, said in an e-
mailed statement that “the Navy and test office are committed 
to providing the most capable and survivable carrier.” The 
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service’s differences with Gilmore “are in the technical 
aspects and phasing of the shock trials,” she said. 

Conducting the full shock test “is a high-cost event with 
schedule impact,” she said. The Navy also has been under 
pressure due to environmental impact concerns “to identify 
alternative means to validate ship shock design,” Mueller said. 

The Ford carrier’s hull form “has been subject to 
extensive survivability modeling and simulation, robust 
equipment and system component testing,” she said, and the 
Navy’s decision to delay the full shock testing “is fully 
consistent with past practices for new ship classes.” 

Gilmore wrote Mabus that postponing the full shock tests 
until they can be performed on the Kennedy “would preclude 
timely modification of subsequent ships of this class to ensure 
survivability.” 

Conducting the tests on the first ship as originally planned 
would cause about a two-month delay in fielding the carrier, 
according to Gilmore. 

“The data to be gained and risk mitigated are, in my view, 
clearly valuable enough to justify this delay,” Gilmore wrote 
Mabus. 

Gilmore wrote Mabus that he also disagreed with a 
second Navy decision that would “limit the scope” of “total 
ship survivability trials” on the first carrier. These tests, at an 

estimated cost of $10 million, are designed to demonstrate the 
ability of the ship and crew to control damage resulting from 
simulated anti-ship weapons and continue fighting. 

“I cannot accept elimination of key and essential 
survivability analyses,” including proposals to eliminate 
analysis of the carrier’s machinery spaces, “simply to satisfy 
budget reductions,” Gilmore said. 

The Navy’s carrier test plans seem similar to the “bind we 
find ourselves in” with the F-35 being built by Lockheed 
Martin Corp., Thomas Christie, a former director of Pentagon 
testing from 2001 to 2005, said in an e-mail this week. The 
Joint Strike Fighter is the Pentagon’s costliest weapon. 

“We will have procured several hundred aircraft prior to 
the completion of testing, all of which may require substantial 
fixes and modification -- acquisition ‘malpractice’ as 
described by a senior official,” Christie said. 

In addition to disagreeing with the Navy’s carrier test 
schedule, Gilmore said in February that the Navy lacks a 
target needed to check its defenses against China’s new DF-
21D ballistic missile, which is designed to attack aircraft 
carriers. 

The Navy has an “immediate need” for a test missile able 
to replicate the DF-21D’s trajectory as it descends, Gilmore 
said in his annual report. 
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25. Huntington Ingalls Reports 25 Percent Growth In Second Quarter 
(NEWPORT NEWS DAILY PRESS 09 AUG 12) ... Michael Welles Shapiro 

Huntington Ingalls Industries reported Wednesday that its 
earnings had grown by 25 percent in the second quarter over a 
year ago, when the company was still a fledgling stand-alone. 

The company, which owns Newport News Shipbuilding 
as well as two large Gulf Coast shipyards, said its earnings per 
share increased from 80 cents to $1. 

Sales for the quarter ending June 30 rose 10 percent from 
$1.56 billion to $1.72 billion. Both its earnings and sales 
exceeded analysts' forecasts. 

CEO and president Mike Petters said in a statement that 
he was pleased with improved profit margins at Ingalls 
Shipbuilding, the company's Gulf Coast division, which has 
lagged Newport News in terms of profitability. 

In a presentation to financial analysts, Petters was upbeat, 
saying the company made significant progress toward 
completing a handful of amphibious ship contracts that have 
been a drag on profit margins. 

He labeled as "underperforming" contracts for four 
landing platform/dock ships, or LPDs, and a landing 
helicopter assault ship, or an LHA, being built by Ingalls 
shipyards in Pascagoula, Miss., and Avondale, La. 

Ingalls' second-quarter profit margin climbed from 2.7 
percent in 2011 to 5 percent in 2012, according to a 
breakdown included in Huntington Ingalls' presentation. Profit 
margin at Newport News Shipbuilding stayed at 9.1 percent 
though sales increased to $979 million because of increased 
work on nuclear-powered aircraft carriers and Virginia-class 
submarines. 

Petters said Huntington Ingalls is relatively shielded from 
short-term effects of widespread cuts to federal programs that 
could happen next year as part of a process called 
sequestration. The cuts will occur if Congress can't forge an 
agreement to reduce the deficit. 

Petters said Huntington Ingalls is protected in large part 
because the company has locked in several large long-term 
Navy contracts. 

"I just don't think there's any practical way for there to be 
any savings generated by trying to go in and reduce scope or 
cancel or terminate any of the programs where contracts have 
been signed," he said. 

Sequestration might affect the company's shipyards, he 
said, if the Navy alters shipbuilding schedules to save money. 

Still, he said, he's not concerned that a major shipbuilding 
program its shipyards are involved with will be cut outright. 

"What are the Navy's top four priority programs in terms 
of shipbuilding? It's the four programs we're involved with, 
and so I don't see anybody today stepping out and saying we're 
going to terminate one of these whole classes of ships." 

Petters addressed the recent discovery by an Ingalls 
machinist of improperly installed bolts on one of the Ingalls-
built amphibious ships, the Anchorage. The ship is being 
delivered a month late, in September, as workers go about 
replacing the problem bolts. 

"Although I'm disappointed with delay, I am proud one of 
our own people identified the issue and that we are correcting 
it ourselves," he said, estimating inspection and bolt 
replacement will cost less than $1 million. 

Petters emphasized repeatedly the efforts to improve 
profits in the gulf shipyards, seven years after Ingalls' facilities 
were slammed during Hurricane Katrina. 

He also said the division has momentum. 
"We feel so good about where we've been, and we're 

optimistic about where we're going." 
The strong quarter comes as Huntington Ingalls' largest 

shipyard in Newport News prepares for negotiations with its 
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6,600-plus member United Steelworkers union. The contract with Steelworkers Local 8888 expires in March 2013. 
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26. CATO Study: Defense Cuts Unlikely To Hurt U.S. Economy 
(U.S. NEWS & WORLD REPORT 08 AUG 12) ... John T. Bennett 

Defense-sector employees work on a F-35 fighter at an 
assembly facility in Fort Worth, Texas. 

A new CATO Institute study says deep cuts to planned 
national defense spending are unlikely to have a crippling 
effect on the broader U.S. economy because the sector 
accounts for only a small slice of economic output. 

Data examined for the libertarian think tank by scholar 
Benjamin Zycher "suggest strongly that the adverse effects of 
spending cuts would be small in the aggregate because defense 
spending is" less than 5 percent of the nation's gross domestic 
product. 

"The defense sector is too small a part of the economy for 
changes in defense spending to have large aggregate effects on 
[gross domestic product]," Zycher, a senior fellow at the 
Pacific Research Institute and a visiting scholar at the 
conservative American Enterprise Institute, wrote in the 
report. 

At issue are the economic effects that would be triggered 
by $500 billion in cuts to planned to kick in on Jan. 2 if 
Congress fails to send the president a package that includes 
deficit-reduction measures that total at least $1.2 trillion. 

Several groups of lawmakers have held quiet meetings 
behind the scenes aimed at finding a way to avoid those $500 
billion cuts. 

Several pro-military studies, including one commissioned 
by a top defense and aerospace trade association, have 
estimated a new batch of planned Pentagon spending cuts 
would cause more than 1 million jobs to be lost next year 
alone. 

The Aerospace Industries Association and the 
International Association of Machinists and Aerospace 
Workers released a report in October that concluded further 
defense cuts would push the U.S. economy into a new 
recession. 

But the CATO study casts doubt on those numbers and 
predictions. 

"Such studies have tended to exaggerate the harmful 
effects of spending cuts and have ignored or understated the 
beneficial effects associated with redirecting resources to more 
productive uses," Zycher writes. 

Zycher also acknowledges national defense cuts would 
lead to higher unemployment rates, especially in the short 

term. But he argues that it would be part of a net positive for 
the economy. 

"The decline in the government demand for defense 
goods and services will engender a shift of resources to other 
sectors, whether public or private, and under the assumption 
that the smaller defense sector reflects a lower value of--or 
need for--defense output," states the CATO study. "The 
structural unemployment that results is part of a process of 
resource reallocation that yields greater productivity for the 
economy as a whole." 

Still, pro-military hawks in Congress, like California 
Republican Rep. Howard "Buck" McKeon, the chair of the 
House Armed Services Committee, often cites the AIA-
commissioned study as a warning against the $500 billion 
cuts. 

McKeon told reporters in late June that if the new defense 
cuts are triggered, local economies will suffer. That means dry 
cleaners, grocery stores and other small businesses will be 
forced to cut staffs or even close for good. The CATO study 
says that would not be the case. 

"If the budget dollars previously spent on defense services 
are reallocated to other government agencies, that increase in 
spending will offset the decline in defense outlays," states the 
CATO report. 

The likely Republican counter to that argument can be 
found in a back-and-forth U.S. News & World Report had 
with a senior House Republican staffer last week. On the 
matter of whether the massive defense cuts would hurt the 
economy, the staffer suggested asking a family in his boss's 
district whether a lost job would be an economic hit to that 
family. 

The CATO report says pro-industry studies like the one 
produced by AIA fail to account for a list of factors, including 
the effects freed-up capital would have on the broader 
economy. 

"If government spending and borrowing are reduced by 
the amount of the decline in defense procurement, those who 
otherwise would have lent to the government can lend to 
others instead, who in turn will consume--or invest in--some 
other set of goods and services," states the CATO study, 
released Wednesday. 

View Study: Economic Effects of Reductions in Defense 
Outlays 
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27. Roscoe Bartlett Hits GOP Sequestration Uproar 
(POLITICO 08 AUG 12) ... Austin Wright 

Maryland Rep. Roscoe Bartlett is not exactly toeing the 
party line when it comes to this winter’s threat of looming, 
across-the-board restrictions in military spending. 

A senior Republican on the House Armed Services 
Committee and chairman of the Tactical Air and Land Forces 
Subcommittee, Bartlett said the uproar among his GOP 
colleagues over the potential cuts amounts to what some 
would describe “as a hysteria parade.” 

“We need to have a national dialogue on this,” Bartlett 
said. “We need to stop being so partisan on this. We need to 
stop dramatizing the thing.” 

This stance puts Bartlett a world apart from others on the 
Armed Services Committee – especially its chairman, Rep. 
Buck McKeon (R-Calif.) who’s emerged as one of the top 
critics of the potential cuts to defense spending and has been 
no stranger to dramatization. 
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From “doomsday mechanism” to “time bomb,” McKeon 
has denounced the cuts in the harshest possible terms, saying 
they would hollow out the military. Defense Secretary Leon 
Panetta calls them “a nutty, meat-ax approach” and has 
likened it to “shooting ourselves in the head.” At stake is an 
automatic, across-the-board “sequester” of $500 billion in 
Pentagon budget growth over the next decade, set to take 
effect Jan. 2 unless Congress averts it. 

Lawmakers on both sides of the aisle have called for a 
plan to stave off sequestration, but Democrats and 
Republicans have been gridlocked on several key issues, 
including whether tax hikes should be included as part of a 
deal to avert the automatic cuts. 

“I think there is a general resignation that we’re not going 
to get rid of [sequestration],” Bartlett told POLITICO. “The 
question now is, do we apply it rationally or stupidly?” 

He acknowledged it would be nearly impossible to apply 
across-the-board cuts to nearly every account in the Pentagon 
budget, noting that such an endeavor would require the 
Defense Department to renegotiate more than 2,500 contracts. 

“You can’t do that,” he said. “The Pentagon would grind to a 
halt.” 

“If we do it the way the law is written," he added, "it will 
be totally devastating.” 

Bartlett said he expects that instead, the White House 
ultimately will propose an alternate budget for the next fiscal 
year – one that would reduce military spending by about 10 
percent, the amount required under last year’s law that 
mandated sequestration. 

He declined to say whether he’d support such a plan, 
explaining that he’s open to a discussion about the proper size 
of the Defense Department. 

“The average American out there, by big percentages, 
wants to cut defense by twice the sequester amount,” he said, 
citing recent polls. 

“We need to stop with all the superlatives about the thing 
and be rational about it and involve the American people on 
it,” Bartlett said. “It’s their country. It’s their kids that will 
have to fight the next war. They have a right to be involved, 
don’t they?” 
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BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
28. Navy Ships Due Here Delayed By Weather 
(MILWAUKEE JOURNAL SENTINEL 08 AUG 12) ... Jackie Loohauis-Bennett 

Four ships due to appear in Milwaukee on Wednesday for 
the U.S. Navy Commemoration of the Bicentennial of the War 
of 1812 have been delayed by weather and will not arrive here 
until Thursday morning. 

The delay will not affect general public visiting of the 
ships or any other scheduled public events, according to Ken 
Cronk, a Navy spokesman. 

Return to Index 
 

29. Japan, U.S. Hold Talks Over Safety Of Marines' Osprey Aircraft 
(KYODO NEWS 09 AUG 12) 

TOKYO -- Japan and the United States held consultations 
Thursday aimed at ensuring the operational safety of the U.S. 
Marine Corps' MV-22 Osprey aircraft ahead of its deployment 
at a base in Okinawa Prefecture, the Foreign Ministry said. 

Defense Minister Satoshi Morimoto has said safety 
concerns over the tilt-rotor aircraft would be addressed 
through bilateral consultations, particularly over the low-
altitude training flights planned by the U.S. military in many 
parts of the country. 

Thursday's working-level consultations were held at 
Yokota Air Base in Tokyo as a follow-up to the meeting of the 
Japan-U.S. Joint Committee, a body set up under the Status of 
Forces Agreement between the two countries, held late last 
month. 

At Yokota, officials from Japan's foreign and defense 
ministries, and U.S. military personnel and U.S. Embassy 
officials went over topics to be discussed during the next 
session of the Joint Committee to be held as early as next 
week. 

During the last Joint Committee meeting on July 26 in 
Tokyo, the Japanese side asked that the Marines avoid flying 
the aircraft over residential areas when moving between the 
Futenma Air Station in Okinawa and other U.S. facilities in 
Japan. 

Concerns have mounted among local leaders and 
residents over the U.S. plan to deploy the transport aircraft at 

the Futenma base, as the facility is located in the densely 
populated area of Ginowan on the main island of Okinawa. 

The deployment of the MV-22 aircraft, which takes off 
and lands like a helicopter, and cruises like a fixed-wing 
airplane, will replace aging CH-46 helicopters at the Futenma 
base. 

A deadly crash in Morocco in April involving an MV-22 
aircraft and a crash in Florida in June involving a CV-22 
aircraft, a variant used by the U.S. Air Force, have raised 
safety concerns, however. 

Twelve MV-22 aircraft were unloaded from a transport 
ship at a Marine base in Iwakuni, Yamaguchi Prefecture, in 
late July ahead of their planned full operations at Futenma 
from October. 

Defense Chief To Visit Okinawa Aug. 17, 18 Over 
Osprey Deployment 

Defense Minister Satoshi Morimoto will visit Okinawa on 
Aug. 17 and 18 and brief Gov. Hirokazu Nakaima on a 
meeting with his U.S. counterpart Leon Panetta at the 
Pentagon last weekend over the planned deployment of MV-
22 Osprey transport aircraft on the island prefecture, a senior 
ministry official said Wednesday. 

Morimoto will also refer to his test ride in the tilt-rotor 
aircraft, whose deployment at the U.S. Marine Corps' Futenma 
Air Station in the densely populated area of Ginowan, 
Okinawa, faces huge protest. 
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The U.S. defense chief indicated during the talks with 
Morimoto that the U.S. side has no intention of altering its 
plan to start full operations involving Osprey aircraft in 
October at the Okinawa base, although opposition to the plan 
has mounted among local leaders and residents over the 
aircraft's spotty safety record. 

The U.S. government is expected to convey to the 
Japanese side next Monday or later the outcome of its 
investigation into a deadly crash in Morocco in April 
involving an MV-22 aircraft. 

The Japanese Defense Ministry is planning to dispatch a 
team to the United States on the occasion to conduct analysis 
and evaluation work. 

If the results of the probe become available in time, 
Morimoto is expected to take them to Okinawa with him to 
directly report to Nakaima, according to the ministry official. 

The ongoing probe into a crash involving CV-22 aircraft, 
a variant used by the U.S. Air Force, that occurred in Florida 
in June, is not likely to produce results by the time Morimoto 
visits Okinawa. 

During his Okinawa trip, Morimoto is planning to survey 
a coastal area on the island of Okinawa where construction of 
a new Marine air base is being planned to transfer flight 
functions from the Futenma base. 

A trip to Iwakuni, Yamaguchi Prefecture, is being 
considered separately, the official said. Twelve MV-22 aircraft 
were unloaded from a transport ship at the Marines' Iwakuni 
base in July ahead of their deployment at Futenma. 
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30. Bomb Threat At Walter Reed Medical Center 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 08 AUG 12) ... Pauline Jelinek 

WASHINGTON -- A bomb threat has been called in to 
the Walter Reed National Military Medical Center, forcing a 
building to be closed for three hours at the facility outside 
Washington. 

A military official says someone phoned in a threat 
minutes before 9 a.m. EDT Wednesday, saying a bomb would 

detonate about an hour later in the center's America building, 
which contains a group of clinics. 

The official spoke on condition of anonymity because he 
was not authorized to publicly release information about the 
incident. 

He says the building was swept for explosives, and none 
was found, and that the building was reopened at 1 p.m. 
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31. Navy Admiral "Buz" Buzby Salutes Atlantic City 
(YOUTUBE 08 AUG 12) ... U.S. Navy 

Rear Admiral Mark "Buz" Buzby is heading back to his 
hometown to talk about America's Navy in honor of the 

second annual Atlantic City Salutes America's Armed Forces 
Parade. 

View Clip (RT: 3:03) 
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32. Energy Study Shows Huntsville Buildings Feasible For CO2 Reduction 
(HUNTSVILLE TIMES 08 AUG 12) ... Mike Kelley 

HUNTSVILLE, Alabama -- Is it practical to reduce 
carbon dioxide (CO2) levels in Huntsville-area buildings? A 
study conducted for the Naval Facilities Engineering 
Command (NAVFAC), shows it probably is. 

Speaking to the Tuesday meeting of the Huntsville 
chapter of the Association of Energy Engineers (AEE), Steve 
Lambert, Director of Research at SEI Group in Huntsville, 
showed results of a study that indicated a rapid return on 
investment on controls aimed at reducing carbon dioxide 
levels at the Naval Support facility at Millington, Tennessee 
near Memphis. 

Lambert said that the similarity of climate between 
Memhis and Huntsville would indicate a similarity of 
outcomes for buildings in the Huntsville area. Both Memphis 
and Huntsville tend to have hot, humid summers and cold, 
damp winters. 

Building owners and facility managers know that large 
amounts of CO2, given off by hundreds of people breathing 
the air in a large building, can lead to mold and other problems 
in buildings. The usual solution, said Lambert, is to bring in 
large amounts of outside air. 

"The problem is, that outside air has to be heated in the 
winter and cooled in the summer," Lambert said. "If you can 
lower the amount of outside air used, you can save money." 

Lambert said the Navy, and other branches of DoD, are 
looking at ways to reduce the amount of outside air brought in 
by air handling systems in the thousands of buildings on 
Army, Navyand Marine Corps bases around the world. 

Lambert explained that while the technology exists to do 
just this, the key factor is payback time. 

The study, conducted several years ago under a Navy 
Technical Evaluation contract, compared baseline values of 
HVAC costs versus CO2 levels at Millington as well as 
Norfolk, Virginia and Naval Base Kitsap at Bremerton, 
Washington. The Millington site showed the shortest payback 
time of the three sites, less than three years. 

"The study showed it definitely matters where you're at, 
because areas of extreme climate have faster payback times," 
he said. 

Other study conclusions, Lambert said, showed rapid 
payback for highly occupied spaces even if occupied for a 
relatively low number of hours. The study also showed that 
the higher the energy cost, the more rapid the payback. 
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33. Hundreds Of Area Students Learn About Navy Careers During 'Youth Day' Aboard USS Makin 
Island 

(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 08 AUG 12) ... USS Makin Island Public Affairs 
SAN DIEGO -- More than 300 students, primarily from 

elementary and middle schools in the nearby San Ysidro 
School District, toured the amphibious assault ship USS 
Makin Island (LHD 8) at Naval Base San Diego (NBSD) as 
part of the Association of Naval Services Officers (ANSO) 
"Youth Day" program, Aug. 6. 

ANSO is currently holding their 32nd Annual Leadership, 
Professional Development and Training General Convention 
in San Diego from Aug. 6-10. 

The theme of this year's convention is "ANSO: Today's 
Vision - Tomorrow's Reality!" 

"We have three goals in ANSO," said retired Rear Adm. 
William D. Rodriguez, the ANSO national president who 
spoke to the students during the tour. "Number one is to raise 
awareness, two is to recruit more Hispanics into our sea 
services, and three is to reach out to the Hispanic 
communities." 

During the visit to the ship, Rodriguez also announced 
that the San Ysidro School District would be the recipient of a 
$2,000 grant by General Motors Co. for Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Math (STEM) programs. 

Rodriguez said Makin Island was chosen as the site for 
the tour because of the ship's recent advances in technology, 
including the hybrid-electric propulsion system. He said he 
hopes the ship tour will encourage students to pursue STEM 
careers both inside and outside of the military. 

During the tour, students visited the ship's flightdeck, well 
deck, pilot's ready room, medical and dental facilities. Makin 
Island crew members also set up displays of damage control 
and firefighting equipment for the students. 

"It was so big and awesome," said 11-year-old Preston 
Precious, a San Ysidro Middle School student expressing his 
enthusiasm for his first visit to a U.S. Navy warship. "I liked 
learning what the firefighters do and the search and rescue was 

really cool; I got a lot of water in my face. My dad was in the 
Navy, but I didn't know much about it before today." 

The students said they also enjoyed lunch on the mess 
decks with their tour guides and the rest of the ship's crew. 

"I had a lot of fun seeing everything on the ship and 
talking to all the Sailors," said Alejandro Inzunza, another 
student in the group. "I would definitely join the Navy when I 
get older." 

Following the tour of Makin Island, the students viewed 
static displays and participated in activities sponsored by the 
Navy and Coast Guard on board NBSD. 

The mission of ANSO is to assist the sea service chiefs in 
Hispanic workforce recruitment by fostering the personal 
growth and professional development of officers, enlisted, and 
civilians; providing mentorship, networking, training and 
educational opportunities; and engaging the Hispanic 
community through outreach initiatives 

Makin Island recently returned from a seven-month 
deployment and was the first U.S. Navy ship to deploy using a 
hybrid-electric propulsion system. By using this unique 
propulsion system, the ship saved over $15 million in fuel 
costs and the Navy expects to see fuel cost savings of more 
than $250 million, over the course of the ship's lifecycle. 
Lessons learned during Makin Island's maiden deployment 
prove the Navy's commitment to energy awareness and 
conservation and will positively influence future ship designs 
for several decades. 

This initiative is one of many throughout the Navy and 
Marine Corps that will enable the Department of the Navy to 
achieve the Secretary of the Navy's energy goals to improve 
our energy security and efficiency afloat and ashore, increase 
our energy independence and help lead the nation toward a 
clean energy economy. 
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NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
34. Jacksonville Marks Purple Heart's 230th Anniversary 
(FLORIDA TIMES-UNION 08 AUG 12) ... William Browning 

On Aug. 7, 1782, George Washington created the Badge 
of Military Merit, the award that became the Purple Heart, 
which is now given to military men and women wounded or 
killed in action while serving the United States. 

To mark the award’s 230th anniversary Tuesday, 
Jacksonville held a ceremony at Veterans Memorial Wall on 
East Adams Street. About 150 people attended. 

“The city of Jacksonville is proud to be the home of 
hundreds of Purple Heart recipients,” said retired Rear Adm. 
Victor Guillory, the head of the city’s Military Affairs, 
Veterans and Disabled Services Department. “We come 
together ... to remember the service and sacrifice of these 
special veterans. We will never forget what you have done for 
our nation.” 

Ralph Terreault, the local leader of Wreaths Across 
America, attended the ceremony. Terreault, who served in the 

Air Force from 1979 to 1988, has gone to five of the events in 
the past. 

“As a veteran, to come and give an hour of my time on a 
Tuesday,” he said, “that’s the least I can do.” 

The event’s keynote speaker was Lt. Col. John Haas, 
deputy chief of staff, operations, Florida National Guard, and 
there was also a POW/MIA remembrance. 

Henrietta Loper attended the hour-long ceremony. She 
said it was special because her father, George W. Helton, was 
awarded a Purple Heart in World War II. 

“I admire all our Armed Forces, no matter how they 
served,” Sharon Robitaille, who was also in the crowd, said. 
“But the men and women who were wounded or lost their 
lives, they deserve this.” 

Robitaille’s late husband served in the Navy for 20 years. 
“I’m just one person but I will do anything I can to honor 

them,” she said of Purple Heart recipients. 
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Robitaille and Loper are part of the local Navy Wives 
Club and helped decorate the Purple Heart Walk, which runs 
from the Veterans Memorial Wall toward Veterans Arena, 

with hearts and flowers. The ceremony ended with a walk 
down the decorated path. 

View Gallery (15 Photos) 
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35. 5 Somalis Indicted Again For Attack On Navy Ship 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 08 AUG 12) ... Brock Vergakis 

NORFOLK -- Five Somali men are facing piracy charges 
again after a federal appeals court ruled that an armed attack 
on a U.S. vessel can be considered piracy even if no one 
boards or robs the ship. 

The men originally had the piracy charges dismissed by a 
federal judge because they never boarded or robbed the USS 
Ashland. 

The men previously pleaded innocent, arguing they were 
ferrying refugees when they came upon the ship in the Gulf of 
Aden in 2010. 

A federal grand jury returned an indictment with the new 
charges Wednesday. The U.S. Attorney's Office says the new 
indictment adds allegations that three of the defendants also 
went to sea to capture another vessel but were intercepted by 
the Royal Navy. 

If convicted, they face a mandatory life sentence. 
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OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
36. Syria's Hard Core 
Without Western intervention, the bloodshed is likely to go on and on. 
(WASHINGTON POST 09 AUG 12) ... Editorial 

The defection of Syria’s prime minister to Jordan on 
Monday prompted yet another White House declaration that 
the regime of Bashar al-Assad is “crumbling.” While we hope 
that this is the case, it seems more likely that the 
administration’s prediction will prove as premature as its 
previous announcements of Mr. Assad’s imminent downfall, 
dating back a year. The grim reality is that the regime and the 
brutal war it is waging in Syria’s cities is likely to go on and 
on — unless the United States abandons its policy of passivity. 

Experts on Syria say that Mr. Assad’s power structure is 
not so much crumbling as fragmenting along ethnic lines. 
What remains is a hard core of military units and their leaders, 
drawn from the minority Alawite sect. The defecting prime 
minister, like almost all of the 40 other senior government and 
military officials who have switched sides, is from the 
majority Sunni population. Other ethnic groups in Syria are 
going their own ways: The Kurds in the northeast of the 
country have taken over their own territory and hope to 
establish an autonomous region like that in Iraq. 

What remains of the regime is still able to mount 
formidable military operations, like the current assault on 
opposition-held districts in the city of Aleppo. Its scorched-
earth strategy leaves no room for compromise. As a new 
report from the International Crisis Group grimly notes that 
“the regime has essentially been stripped down to a broadly 
cohesive, hardcore faction fighting an increasingly bitter, 
fierce and naked struggle for collective survival. It is mutating 
in ways that make it impervious to political and military 
setbacks, indifferent to pressure and unable to negotiate.” 

The report also notes that opposition forces had become 
increasingly anti-Alawite and that fundamentalist Islamic 
ideology was on the rise, as was a “loss of faith in the West.” 
Other sources report that hundreds of fighters from al-Qaeda 
have infiltrated the country and are steadily raising their 
profile. 

All this underlines a point made five months ago by some 
of the State Department’s own Syria experts: The longer the 

fighting in the country goes on, the more it evolves toward 
open sectarian war, promotes extremist ideology and 
undermines the possibility of an eventual settlement based on 
pluralism and democratic principles. That’s why the Obama 
administration was foolish to waste the intervening months 
backing a feckless U.N. diplomatic initiative and why its 
current attempts to promote a “managed transition” from the 
Assad regime are equally misguided. 

The only workable policy in Syria is one that aims at 
ending the civil war as quickly as possible with a victory for 
the opposition. A coup by regime elements that removes Mr. 
Assad may still be possible, but only if generals perceive that 
the war is lost. That means supplying the rebels with the arms 
they need to stop the tanks and planes of the Assad forces. To 
protect civilians, safe zones can be established along Syria’s 
borders with Turkey and Jordan, with help from Turkey or 
NATO. 

Taking such steps would help the United States establish 
relations and exert influence over those forces that will likely 
be the next leaders of Syria — the commanders of the Free 
Syrian Army. A major effort should be made to persuade them 
to plan for a postwar order in which Alawite and other 
minorities are protected and a transition to democracy is 
organized with international assistance. Though U.S. 
diplomats have been pushing that agenda, they have focused 
mainly on exiled opposition leaders, rather than those doing 
the fighting. As veteran diplomat James Dobbins, who helped 
guide U.S. interventions in the Balkans and Afghanistan, 
noted in congressional testimony last week, “American 
influence and ability to advance such goals will tend to be in 
direct proportion to the help the United States provides the 
opposition in their fight to overthrow the regime.” 

By refusing to step in, the Obama administration is 
merely ensuring that Syria’s future leaders will be more 
resistant to the West and perhaps more open to groups such as 
al-Qaeda. It is also giving the enduring hard core of the Assad 
regime the space and the opportunity to fight on. 
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37. Defense Department Having Money-Managing Problems 
(WASHINGTON POST 09 AUG 12) ... Walter Pincus 

“I know Congress is locked in partisan gridlock,” Defense 
Secretary Leon E. Panetta said on Monday, adding, “They 
can’t figure out what the hell they’re going to do to try to deal 
with this issue.” 

He was talking in Monterey, Calif., in his old 
congressional district, about the sequestration threat and the 
possibility that the defense budget — in which planned 
Pentagon spending over the next 10 years already has been 
reduced by $487 billion — will be hit with an additional $500 
billion across-the-board cut if Congress does not produce a 
debt-reduction plan this year. 

What Panetta didn’t mention is the Defense Department’s 
problems managing the huge sums of money it has received 
during a decade of warfare, when hundreds of billions of 
dollars overwhelmed its ability to oversee outlays. 

He recalled that after World War II and the wars in Korea 
and Vietnam, “cuts were made across the board, weakening 
the entire military, hollowing out the force.” 

“I don’t want to do that. I’m not going to repeat that 
mistake,” he said. “In order to not repeat that mistake, I’ve got 
to put every area of the defense budget on the table.” 

In proposing the fiscal 2013 defense budget, he said, top 
military and civilian officials looked at every area “to 
determine where we can achieve legitimate savings.” These 
included efficiencies, reducing force structure, modernization, 
weaponry and compensation. 

What he left out is this: The Pentagon has excess money, 
appropriated in past years for programs that were canceled or 
delayed but remain in five-year budget plans. 

Don’t take my word for it. 
The Senate Appropriations Committee commented on this 

in its report on the fiscal 2013 defense appropriations bill 
released Friday. The panel said it found money to pay for the 
increasing costs of the volunteer force by “scrutinizing the 
budget request and removing funds from troubled programs, 
duplicative requests, and overstatement of certain funding 
requirements.” 

One source: $3.8 billion in recisions of money from about 
75 programs that were in appropriations dating to 2007 but 
had not been spent. About $100 million from 2007 was for 
building Navy DDG-51 destroyers that were delayed. The 
money was still there because shipbuilding funding remains 
available for five years. 

An additional $65.3 million came from Air Force 2011 
procurement funding based on changing numbers for buying 
light-mobility aircraft and $31.6 million from planned funding 
of payloads for the Army’s Grey Eagle unmanned aircraft, a 
version of the Predator that was delayed because of an 
accident during 2011 testing. 

The Senate does not have final word on recissions. The 
House appropriators approved recissions of $1.6 billion in 
their bill. When the two chambers meet in a conference on the 
final fiscal 2013 funding package, they will have to 
compromise on the source of recision funding. 

Another Defense Department category that is seldom 
mentioned is “Expired Accounts.” According to the Defense 
comptroller’s Web site, these are “appropriation or fund 
accounts in which the balances no longer are available for 
incurring new obligations because the time available for 
incurring such obligations has expired.” 

Under the rules, Pentagon agencies can pay outstanding 
costs from such accounts, but after five years, the money is 
returned to the Treasury. 

Funding has different expiration dates. For example, that 
for military personnel and for operations and maintenance 
(O&M) lasts one year. Money for research and development 
expires after two years; five years for shipbuilding. 

Personnel and O&M funding approved for fiscal 2012 
must be spent by Sept. 30, which is the end of the fiscal year. 

“Use them or lose them” was the description for handling 
the increased Pentagon appropriations of the past decade. In 
the past, funding would be pushed out in the last fiscal quarter 
because no one wanted to show that not all the money had 
been used — or next-year increases may not be approved. 

Excess funding would be “deobligated.” According to the 
Defense comptroller site, deobligation is “the action taken 
when the obligation amount is determined to be in excess of 
the actual obligation amount. An entity can deobligate the 
excess obligations and put them to better use,” meaning some 
other Pentagon program. 

The Senate Appropriations panel reported, “The 
Government Accountability Office analysis of past year 
obligation rates shows that the [military] services continue to 
underexecute their military personnel accounts,” averaging 
about $74.5 million a year. The panel then reduced fiscal 2013 
military personnel accounts by that amount. 

Pentagon officials said Wednesday that as of Sept. 30, 
2011, $4.3 billion was in expiring accounts and $6.2 billion 
was being canceled. 

In a recent message to Defense Department personnel, 
Panetta noted that his department “is the only major federal 
agency that cannot pass an audit today.” 

It has been a major project for years and not expected to 
be ready for a full audit before 2017. 

Remedying the lack of strong internal financial oversight 
is long overdue. 
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38. America Needs A Business Pivot Toward Asia 
Economic engagement should augment military presence. Start with free trade agreements. 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 09 AUG 12) ... Curtis S. Chin 

Much has been made of the Obama administration's 
policy "pivot" to Asia, increasing diplomatic outreach, and 
rebalancing and repositioning of military assets in the Asia-

Pacific region. Missing from this shift is a "business pivot"—a 
more concerted effort to increase trade and investment 
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between America and its allies in the region. This would be 
good strategy, and good economics too. 

So far, Washington appears to be thinking of Southeast 
Asia—and particularly the problem of growing Chinese 
assertiveness in the South China Sea—primarily in military 
terms. In June, U.S. Secretary of Defense Leon Panetta 
announced plans to base 60% of U.S. naval forces in the Asia-
Pacific region by 2020. 

Yet adding a pro-growth, pro-business component to U.S. 
strategy could help Asian countries become stronger, more 
confident partners. Commercial ties also can help cement 
friendships. Beijing understands this, which is one reason 
Chinese companies have been investing heavily in the region. 

This would not mean starting from scratch: A significant 
U.S.-Asia economic and trade foundation exists that can be 
built on. In Southeast Asia, for example, U.S. exports 
exceeded $76 billion in 2011. American companies also have 
invested twice as much in the region as they have in China. 

To cite one example, Ford is investing $450 million in a 
new Thai plant that will employ 2,200. Ford is the second-
largest automotive investor in Thailand after Toyota, having 
pumped in $2.5 billion over the years. Its success in Asia is to 
the benefit of the United States. 

But whereas the Chinese are now actively encouraging 
greater overseas investment to catch up, Washington has lost 
focus. America needs more than the occasional trade mission. 

The first step in a business pivot needs to be an explicit 
recommitment to free trade broadly and to free trade 
agreements (FTAs) specifically. For the past three years, too 
little has been done to advance a free-trade agenda beyond 
ratifying—after long delays—agreements initiated by prior 
U.S. administrations. 

In the Asia-Pacific region, the U.S. has free trade 
agreements with only Australia, Singapore and South Korea. 
Negotiations continue toward a regional Trans-Pacific 
Partnership (TPP) multilateral trade agreement. Yet the U.S. 
commitment to this agreement, while welcome, again predates 
the present administration. 

New initiatives are warranted. Washington could set a 
firm deadline for concluding TPP talks. Recently the focus 
seems to be more on expanding the number of participants—
Canada and Mexico recently joined, and Japan might—than 
on concluding negotiations. While businesses would benefit 
from a deal covering as many countries as possible, the 

number of countries is irrelevant if expanding participation 
means there's no deal at all. 

Washington also should look for opportunities to improve 
trade on a day-to-day basis. Logistics and transport are 
obvious cases. A low-profile but important move would be to 
boost negotiations on open skies agreements in Asia. Such 
deals allow airlines, including freight carriers, greater freedom 
to set routes and schedules between signatory countries. 

As of late 2010, the U.S. had more than 100 open skies 
partners. Conspicuously missing from the list, however, are 
several Asian nations. The Philippines and Vietnam each 
could provide future opportunities for partnership agreements 
if governments on both sides understand the benefits of greater 
cooperation and competition, and of encouraging the building 
of businesses across borders. 

Finally, a business pivot should consist not just of actions 
but also of words. It means ceasing to demonize companies 
that trade and invest overseas. 

It's difficult to excite business leaders about the prospect 
of additional trade with Asia if they have to worry about 
becoming political whipping boys. Partly this would be a 
matter of politicians exercising some restraint, but partly also 
a matter of putting some leaders in Washington who 
understand the strategic and economic importance of trade 
with and investment in Asia and are willing to help businesses 
make that case at home and push for expanded opportunities 
abroad. 

Unfortunately, there's hardly anyone in Washington right 
now making the case that protectionism hurts both the U.S. 
economy and American interests abroad. And no one is 
positioned to communicate with the business community on 
how best to expand commercial ties in Asia. 

A central benefit of peace and stability in Southeast 
Asia—which is a goal of the U.S. administration's strategic 
pivot—would be to open the way for greater commercial 
opportunities on both sides of the Pacific. It's time for 
Washington to understand that trade and economic ties can be 
part of the means to a strategic solution in the region, and not 
just the ends. 

Mr. Chin, a senior fellow and executive-in-residence at 
the Asian Institute of Technology, is a managing director with 
RiverPeak Group. He served as U.S. ambassador to the Asian 
Development Bank from 2007 to 2010. 
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39. Time To Make The Chinese Nervous 
(NEW YORK POST 08 AUG 12) ... Editorial 

Over the weekend, Beijing’s foreign ministry summoned 
Robert Wang, our deputy ambassador there, to hose him over 
Washington’s statements on recent goings-on in the South 
China Sea. 

If Beijing is a bit nervous about America’s maneuvering 
in its neighborhood, then good. America would do well to 
make China, which is turning into a neighborhood bully, even 
more nervous. 

It all started when Beijing announced plans to build a new 
military base and companion city, Sansha, in the Paracel 
Islands — ignoring the fact that the islands are also claimed by 
others in the region, including our allies Taiwan and 
Singapore. 

State Department spokesman Patrick Ventrell protested 
last week, noting that China’s moves “run counter to 
collaborative diplomatic efforts to resolve differences, and risk 
further escalating tensions in the region.” 

The next day, Beijing summoned Wang for that dress-
down. The Chinese press chimed in with headlines demanding 
America “shut up” already, and accusing Washington of 
“fanning the flames” in the region. 

Disputes over small, mostly uninhabitable islands in the 
South China Sea and beyond have been going on for ages, but 
as China grows ever more resource-hungry, local skirmishes 
threaten to blow up into full shooting confrontations: Some of 
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the contested isles are prized for rich fishing, while others 
show promise of vast oil or gas yields. 

The Obama administration has adopted a policy of studied 
neutrality in those regional disputes, mostly staying above the 
fray even as Beijing dispatched military vessels (at times 
disguised as fishing boats) to scare off competing claimants. 

China’s neighbors — the Philippines, Singapore, 
Malaysia, Taiwan, Thailand, South Korea, Japan, Vietnam — 
have long relied on America for protection, so naturally 
they’re puzzled: Does our neutral stance mean we’ll stay out if 
a skirmish turns to all-out war? 

But that’s only half of the story. 
Over the winter, President Obama announced at the 

Pentagon his new “rebalancing” policy, shifting significant 
military assets from Europe and the Middle East to the Asia-
Pacific region, where “there’s no multinational organization 
like NATO to maintain the peace,” as one of the thinkers 
behind the new doctrine, Deputy Secretary of Defense Ashton 
Carter, told the Asia Society in Manhattan last week. 

A China Daily reporter in that crowd confronted Carter 
with the view from Beijing, which feels threatened by 
America’s military buildup: Isn’t all this “rebalancing” talk 
actually a move to deter rising China? 

“This isn’t about China,” Carter retorted. “We don’t take 
sides” in regional disputes, he said. We’re there “to assure 
freedom of navigation for everybody.” 

But, as the weekend’s diplomatic protest and media 
attacks show, Beijing is unconvinced. And on the other side, 
long-term allies wonder: If America won’t “take sides” now, 
what happens if they need to invoke the mutual-protection 
treaties we’ve signed with many of them? 

For now, the American and Chinese economies depend on 
each other too much to allow an actual military confrontation. 
Our best policy would be to assure that cool heads prevail as a 
new generation moves into leadership positions in China’s 
ruling Communist Party. 

But that doesn’t mean we should coddle Beijing with 
phony “neutrality.” 

Protesting China’s attempts to create new facts in the 
South China Sea by seizing disputed territories is a good start. 
State now must clearly put everyone on notice that aggression 
will be answered aggressively, and reassure allies that we’d 
rush to their aid if attacked. 

By the way, the “rebalancing” thing is a ruse. Although 
President Obama tells voters that the “tides of war are 
receding” in the Mideast and elsewhere, we’ll need to 
maintain a sizable military presence there for a long time yet. 

But Obama is right to focus on the Pacific as central to 
our interests. Flexing our muscles there is the right move. 
Now he must make clear to everyone that if needed, we’d use 
our power — and not only to assure free navigation. 

That’s the surest way to de-escalate building tensions and 
assure that all the guns stay holstered. 

Return to Index 
 
 

BBLLOOGGSS::  
40. EXCERPTS FROM BLOGS AROUND THE WORLD 
(PUBLISHED 06– 09 AUG 12) 

 
Should China Fear RIMPAC? by Robert Farley from 

Flashpoints (The Diplomat), Aug. 8 
Dr. Robert Farley is an assistant professor at the 

Patterson School of Diplomacy and International Commerce 
at the University of Kentucky. 

Since its inception in 1971, the RIMPAC exercise has 
provided the opportunity for the U.S. Navy to build 
organizational partnerships across the Pacific. These 
partnerships serve not only to cement alliances, but also to 
make coordination easier in times of crisis. The potential for 
maritime cooperation in disaster relief loomed large during the 
exercises this year as well, and was specifically mentioned by 
USN officials. But the exercises (which included several 
submarines, not noted for their disaster relief capabilities) 
demonstrated capabilities beyond disaster relief, as 
participating navies took the opportunity to sink several retired 
U.S. vessels. 

As a regularly scheduled biennial exercise, RIMPAC 
happens regardless of the extant political situation in the 
Pacific. However, the absence of the People’s Liberation 
Army Navy - and the participation of Russia and India for the 
first time - combined with new tensions in the South China 
Sea, leaves the unavoidable impression that these exercises are 
geared towards managing the increasing naval power of 
China. 

This year’s RIMPAC exercise took place against the 
backdrop of an unusually open debate about the future of U.S. 

maritime strategy in East Asia. The Obama administration’s 
“pivot” pledges a redistribution of U.S. military effort to the 
Western Pacific. The development of AirSea Battle, at least at 
tactical and operational levels, promises to enhance the ability 
of assets from different organizations to cooperate. China has 
viewed these debates with considerable concern. 

RIMPAC exercises go well beyond facilitating strategic 
“handshakes,” giving navies the opportunity to work on skills 
that they cannot develop in isolation. If AirSea Battle is a 
“help desk” for complex modern warfare, then RIMPAC is 
somewhat akin to the development of a “Geek Squad,” 
capable of applying expertise to a variety of unpredictable 
problems. As much as anywhere, the need for practice and 
coordination is evident in the field of anti-submarine warfare. 
ASW requires truly monumental efforts at coordination 
between air, surface, and subsurface assets. A wide network of 
sensors needs to communicate effectively with a wide variety 
of weapons platforms. The ships, subs, and aircraft 
participating in RIMPAC not only developed their skills for 
anti-submarine warfare, but also developed the relationships 
necessary to communicate effectively in an anti-submarine 
context. 

Again, the unspoken focus of such exercises is the PLAN. 
Although Chinese Anti Ship Ballistic Missiles (ASBMs) have 
received a great deal of attention in recent years, the PLAN’s 
submarine force continues to grow in size and sophistication. 
A recent study by the Jamestown Foundation focused on the 
further development of China’s nuclear-powered ballistic 
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missile submarines (SSBN) force, currently at five boats. The 
PLAN has also modernized its fleets of diesel and nuclear 
attack boats. Chinese submarines have played games with 
American carriers that bear uncanny resemblances to the 
exercises undertaken at RIMPAC. 

To be sure, the RIMPAC exercises will not lead to a 
potent anti-submarine coalition of the sort that NATO once 
created in the North Atlantic. Participating nations would need 
to integrate their systems of sensors together, and build the 
trust necessary to rely on one another in times of crisis. Many 
of the RIMPAC participants offered only staff-level assistance 
and coordination, and certain critical countries (such as 
Vietnam) were entirely absent. But at a minimum RIMPAC 
serves to provide navies with a foundation for communicating 
with one another in times of crisis, in terms of both 
relationships and basic skill sets. 

And while China might seem the most likely target of 
anti-submarine preparations, the sinking of the Cheonan in 
March 2010 served as a reminder of the threat posed by even 
small, inexpensive submarines. 

In sum, China is surely correct to view the RIMPAC 
exercise with concern, but the exercise isn’t just about China, 
even to the extent that it develops skills beyond disaster relief. 

 
Explaining the CSIS force posture study by Mike 

Green from The Interpreter (Lowy Institute), Aug. 8 
Mike Green is Senior Adviser and Japan Chair at the 

Center for Strategic & International Studies, Washington, DC. 
The CSIS study on U.S. force posture options for the Asia 

Pacific has generated some interesting discussion in the 
Australian media. The main headline seems to be that we 
recommended home-porting a U.S. carrier battle group at 
HMAS Sterling in Western Australia. We did not. 

What we did do was examine a range of options for U.S. 
forward presence in the Pacific and score them based on four 
criteria: geostrategic, operational, affordability and 
executability. We concluded that a second U.S. carrier battle 
group in the Pacific would certainly have operational merit, 
but scored it negatively in terms of affordability and 
executability and in the end it did not make the cut for our 
final set of recommendations to the U.S. Congress and 
Department of Defense. That is not to say that moving more 
U.S. Navy assets to HMAS Sterling should be off the table, 
but we did not think a second huge nuclear powered carrier 
battle group should be part of U.S. planning at this point. 

(A link to the full report and the cover letter provided to 
Congress by Secretary of Defense Panetta can be found on the 
website of Senator Carl Levin. CSIS will shortly put a more 
easily downloadable copy on our website, pending final 
approval from the Pentagon.) 

In this project, CSIS went through an intensive review of 
our current, planned and potential options for force posture, 
aided by a group of outside advisers that included Rich 
Armitage, Andrew Shearer, former PACOM Commander Tim 
Keating, and others. I co-directed the effort with David 
Berteau, Senior Vice President and head of security studies at 
CSIS. Our debate and discussion on a second carrier battle 
group touched on many of the factors that we concluded need 
to shape our strategy. 

First, while it is a sine qua non that the U.S. must retain 
credible military forces to deter and if necessary defeat 

aggression in the region, our force posture cannot be guided 
purely by our war plans. At least as important will be the role 
U.S. and allied forces play in shaping the strategic 
environment in peacetime. Forward deployed forces can lead 
in building regional patterns of cooperation on missions 
ranging from counter-piracy to humanitarian and disaster 
relief, and that includes increased participation by the PLA as 
these cooperative security practices take hold. 

Our defence engagement with the Philippines and other 
strategically exposed states can ensure that they do not 
become targets of external coercion and that they have 
minimum necessary levels of maritime domain awareness 
needed to keep the overall strategic equilibrium stable. 
Expanded interoperability and planning among U.S. allies — 
particularly Japan and Australia — can enhance dissuasion by 
demonstrating that like-minded states are ready to operate 
together without moving to a broader NATO-like collective 
security arrangement in the region that might prove too 
confrontational given the region's economic interdependence 
and community-building efforts. 

A key lesson for the U.S. is that if we ask for too much 
from allies and partners in terms of access and defence 
cooperation, we risk either a security dilemma with China or 
defections from states that want a stronger U.S. presence but 
not military competition with their major trading partner. 

At the same time, there is no doubt that virtually every 
major power in the region wants more of a relationship with 
U.S. forces and that we are pushing on an open door. In that, 
there is a valuable lesson for Beijing in the wake of increased 
tensions in the East and South China Seas in recent years. This 
is a delicate balancing act. While the U.S. does not specialise 
in being subtle, we can do well if we listen closely to our 
closest friends and allies, since they know the tipping points 
best of all. 

None of this strategic shaping can happen without 
credible deterrence. If U.S. forces are well positioned to 
engage in low-end humanitarian and policing missions but 
cannot defeat North Korean aggression or execute security 
commitments to our allies facing growing and intimidating 
PLA presence, then those allies and partners will be tempted 
either to bandwagon in ways that would shake the region's 
strategic equilibrium or hedge in ways that open new avenues 
for confrontation and crisis. 

In our study we concluded that the U.S. forward posture 
needs some adjustment along the lines planned by the 
Department of Defense to fill both the shaping and deterrence 
missions. The deployment of U.S. Marines to Darwin is a 
good example of what those adjustments can bring in terms of 
joint bilateral and multilateral training opportunities and better 
geographic distribution. 

At the same time, we also found fault with how the 
Department is explaining its strategy internally, to the 
Congress, and to the region. In our view it is better to be 
candid about our objectives than to avoid talking about the 
China dimension and thus leave the airwaves full of confusing 
sound bites about AirSea battle and the like. 

In addition, we drew great confidence from the continued 
U.S. military lead in the region, but found some areas where 
the U.S. can enhance capabilities within realistic budget 
limitations. For example, we argued that the Navy needs a 
second amphibious ready group in the Pacific (probably on the 



 31

West Coast or Hawaii) to give the Marines the lift and 
maneuver support they will need in a more dispersed laydown. 
We also need more missile defence and would benefit from 
additional attack submarines, since undersea warfare remains 
the U.S. (and for that matter, Australian) trump card. 

Speaking for myself and not necessarily my co-authors or 
outside advisers, I do worry about two variables not assessed 
directly in our report. The first is the defence budget debate in 
the U.S. The Administration has stated that sequestration 
(under the budget control act) and automatic defence cuts 
across the board would be debilitating for U.S. strategy. It 
certainly would. Most inside observers think the Congress and 
Administration will either avoid a sequestration or fix things 
in the new year if they do end up with forced cuts. But if the 
strategy is to shape regional perceptions, this is no time for the 
Administration or Congress to play public games of chicken. 
We should be doing whatever we can to ensure that the U.S. 
does not become the big variable in the future calculations of 
the region. 

The second concern is the unexpected and unnecessary 
deep cuts in the Australian defence budget. I know that I am 
hardly alone in worrying that this will send the wrong strategic 
signals to the region. We do not need or want Australia to be a 
strategic variable ether. 

The CSIS study represented an intensive effort over a 
short period of time. We probably raised as many questions as 
we answered and look forward to continued debate and 
discussion. 

 
Welcome Aboard Shipmate…Let Me Pick Your Brain 

by LT Rob McFall: from U.S. Naval Institute, Aug. 7 
LT Rob McFall is a proud Surface Warrior, the Editorial 

Board Vice Chairman for the United States Naval Institute 
and on the Board of Directors at the Surface Navy 
Association. 

Why the most valuable people in a command might be 
those that are just reporting 

The Naval Officer Career is structured to be naturally 
innovative… by accident. This career path has a deep 
historical background and has changed many times over the 
years. The current version requires naval officers to change 
jobs every two to three years. This constant shuffle allows 
officers to gain experience in different areas so that they can 
be best prepared to reach the pinnacle of the naval career, 
assuming command at sea. This shuffle also can fuel a 
valuable side affect, which is rarely taken advantage of. This 
unintended result is innovation. 

Cross-Pollinating 
The company 3M is an innovation giant that is often put 

on par with Apple and Google for their innovative process. 
Fred J. Palensky, the Chief Technology Officer at 3M, was 
recently interviewed by Strategy and Business about what 
made 3M an innovative success. One of the major reasons he 
cited was “cross pollination.” 

He said: 
We believe that no one business has everything it needs to 

conduct business in its marketplace without leveraging the 
rest of the company. So every single technical employee in the 
company has dual citizenship — they’re part of a particular 
business, lab, or country, and part of the 3M global technical 
community. We don’t restrict people from moving from one 

business to another, from one industry to another, or across 
country boundaries. Most of the people who run the 
businesses, the country offices, and the labs have been in five 
or six or 10 different parts of the company before. They’ve 
grown up inside the 3M culture. I myself have been at 3M for 
34 years, and I’ve had 14 different jobs in five different 
industries and three different countries. I like to think of it as a 
movement of people and ideas that’s not mandated but 
officially endorsed. 

Cross-pollination happens when people with different 
backgrounds and expertise come together, share ideas, and 
provide fresh ways of looking at challenging problems. That is 
when revolutionary thought occurs. 

Getting new People Onboard 
14 jobs in 34 years sounds about right. In the Navy we 

already have this rotation in place that 3M put so much value 
on. Our officers regularly move to different jobs, and 
countries. When a new officer reports onboard, whether it is a 
good situation or not, they most likely arrive, assess the 
situation, and see the position in a way that no one has 
probably ever seen it before. Each officer has been formed by 
a unique series of life experiences that have shaped the way 
they see the world. 

As a service we have mixed feelings about getting new 
personnel onboard. When we look at our manning documents 
and try to figure how we can spread the workload out, we get 
excited about these new arrivals. When we think about the 
training and frustration of getting a new person up to speed 
that excitement wanes. In those first couple weeks of having 
someone onboard we try to impart so much command 
knowledge on them that we hardly ever ask them for their 
thoughts and impressions. We might be missing a valuable 
opportunity. 

Granted, there is nothing more annoying than someone 
coming to a new command and saying… “well that is all 
jacked up, at USS Last Ship we did it this way.” No one wants 
to become “that guy.” Instead, if a couple weeks after they 
arrive, the new command says “shipmate, let me pick your 
brain. What have you seen that is different from how you have 
done it before? Is there anything that you have seen that you 
think could change for the better?” 

If you ask the question, be open to receive feedback. 
There will probably be some. 

Innovate the small things 
Through this constant movement of people from one 

command to another, we can refine our practices and improve 
our systems. Innovations do no have to be Revolutions in 
Military Affairs. Innovations can be a new way to hook up an 
IPOD to the 1MC, a better XO tickler, an easier way to clean a 
P-way, or a better way to execute the daily schedule. The little 
things add up. 

This is about changing a mindset, which costs nothing. To 
be more efficient in how we proceed we need to cherry pick 
the best practices from every ship, squadron and boat. People 
are the best source of institutional knowledge that we have. By 
being more aware of our new arrivals, while taking advantage 
of the career paths that are already in place, we can harness the 
innovative nature of our people and our service. 
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Happy 91st Birthday NAVAIR! by Rear Adm. Randy 
Mahr from Naval Air Warfare Center Aircraft Division 
(NAWCAD) Commander’s Blog, Aug. 8 

On August 10, 1921, Navy Department General Order 
No. 65 defined the duties of a new Bureau of Aeronautics 
(BuAer) to be All that relates to designing, building, fitting 
out, and repairing Naval and Marine Corps aircraft and to 
furnish the information covering all aeronautic planning, 
operations, and administration that may be called for by the 
Chief of Naval Operations." The first Commander of BuAer 
was Rear Adm. William Adger Moffett. 

Born in South Carolina in 1869, Moffett commanded the 
light cruiser USS Chester (CL 1) at the Battle of Veracruz in 
1914. He received the Medal of Honor for bringing Chester 
“into the inner harbor…without the assistance of a pilot or 
navigational lights, and was in a position on the morning of 
the 22nd to use his guns at a critical time with telling effect,” 
according to the Medal of Honor citation. “His skill in 
mooring his ship at night was especially noticeable. He placed 
her nearest to the enemy and did most of the firing and 
received most of the hits.” It’s worth mentioning that at 
Veracruz the USS Birmingham (CL 2) carried the first 
deployed naval aviation detachment, consisting of three 
aircraft under command of Lt. John H. Towers. 

Captain Moffett commanded Great Lakes Naval Training 
Center during World War I, where he established some of the 
early aviation training schools and discussed the role of 
aviation with chewing gum magnate and Chicago Cubs owner 
William Wrigley. Moffett continued to evaluate the role of 
naval aviation when he commanded the USS Mississippi (BB 
41) and had a launching platform for a seaplane installed on 
the aft deck. Although considered too old for flight training, 
he qualified as an aerial observer (the predecessor of today’s 
Naval Flight Officer) in June 1921 before assuming command 
of BuAer. 

In a June 1922 report, the Chief of Naval Operations 
listed the shore stations associated with BuAer, including: 
Naval Aircraft Factory Philadelphia, Naval Air Station 
Anacostia, Naval Air Station Dahlgren, Naval Air Station 
Newport, and Naval Air Station Lakehurst, making 
NAWCAD Lakehurst the oldest continuous NAVAIR facility 
still in our use. 

On November 15, 1939, when BuAer was commanded by 
Rear Adm. John H. Towers, the same Lieutenant aboard the 
Birmingham at Veracruz, established a Medical Research 
Section for all subjects relating to the health, comfort and 
safety of naval aviators. It was part of BuAer's Flight Division 
and the first flight surgeon was assigned to be the director. 

In March 1941, the management engineering firm of 
Booz, Fry, Allen and Hamilton conducted a survey of BuAer 
and concluded planning was competent, but the control and 
execution left much to be desired. Three primary weaknesses 
were: (1) lack of internal balance, specifically how much 
attention was devoted to design and specifications, but 
relatively little to efficient and rapid procurement and 
maintenance of aircraft; (2) lack of cohesion and coordination 
between the elements of the organization; (3) need for 
standardization of methods and procedures. They made 133 
recommendations for improving business methods, handling 
personnel, speeding up procurement and revising maintenance 
policies. 

On August 18, 1959, BuAer was merged with the Bureau 
of Ordnance (BuOrd) to form the Bureau of Naval Weapons 
(BuWeps), to reduce the perceived overlap between the BuOrd 
work on guided missiles, and BuAer’s work in unmanned 
aircraft and targets. This period produced the only commander 
who was not a rated Naval Aviator or Naval Flight Officer. 
Rear Adm. Kleber Masterson commanded BuWeps from 
November 1962 until March 1964. On May 1, 1966, we were 
renamed Naval Air Systems Command. 

To all NAVAIR military, civilian and contractors across 
our eight primary locations around the U.S. – Happy Birthday 
from NAWCAD! 

 
Regenerative Medical provides new solutions for 

Wounded Warriors from Navy Medicine Live, Aug. 9 
“We will keep faith with our Marines, our Sailors and 

their families. Our approach to caring for Marines and 
Sailors, families and relatives of our fallen is based on our 
unwavering loyalty.” 

– Gen. James F. Amos, 35th Commandant of the 
Marine Corps 

A decade in United States Central Command has 
produced a paradox in military medicine. While DoD has 
enjoyed a 98 percent survival rate among critically injured 
Marines and Sailors due to advances in far-forward medicine 
and casualty evacuation, it has also resulted in the survival of 
more service members with catastrophic life-changing 
injuries. Our Wounded Warriors have an increased need for 
reconstruction and rehabilitation in a younger population over 
a longer period of time. Regenerative Medicine (RM) offers 
better treatment outcomes and improved quality of life with 
potential cost savings when compared to conventional 
therapies. 

Wounded Warrior Injuries Treated By “Game 
Changing” Regenerative Medical Solutions 

 Limb Amputations – Transplant medicine (e.g. hand) 
that leverages many aspects of Regenerative 
Medicine. 

 Extremity Reconstruction – Bone, vascular, soft 
tissue and nerve repair/regeneration. 

 Burn Repair/Scarless Wound Healing – Synthetic 
skin, infection control, and scar management. 

 Craniofacial Injuries – Face transplants. Bone and 
soft tissue regeneration to improve function and 
esthetics. 

 Genitourinary Trauma – Reconstruction/regeneration 
to restore urinary, cosmetic and reproductive 
function. 

 Nerve and spinal cord damage – Stem cell 
regenerative therapies. Nerve repair that benefits 
other injuries. 

Cost Savings When Compared to Conventional 
Treatment Options 

 Investments in Regenerative Medicine are measured 
in millions of dollars, e.g. Armed Forces Institute of 
Regenerative Medicine (AFIRM) is federally funded 
for $85 million dollars over five years. 

 Estimates of government (DoD/VA) costs for 
Wounded Warrior care are in the 100s of billions of 
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dollars based on conventional reconstruction and 
rehabilitation needs. 

 Regenerative Medicine offers a rare opportunity to 
“invest millions to save billions of dollars.” 

Challenges Delaying Regenerative Medicine Research 
and Therapies 

 Funding hurdles: RM research requires significant 
investment (in the millions of dollars). Will require 
partnering with Private Industry. 

 Institutional Review Boards (IRBs) and Food and 
Drug Administration (FDA): New paradigm will 
require a fresh look at antiquated standards and 
processes in order to expedite the Promise of 
Regenerative Medicine. 

 Education of Line, Medical and Congressional 
Leadership as well as Wounded Warriors and their 
families of treatment availability, ongoing 
studies/clinical trials, potential cost savings of 
Regenerative Medicine. 

Last month Rear Adm. Michael H. Mittelman, U.S. Navy 
deputy surgeon general, joined national leaders from the 
American Society for Reconstructive Transplantation (ASRT) 
partners in what is known in the medical community as 
vascularized composite allotransplantation (VCA) as one of 
the keynote speakers emphasizing Navy Medicine 
advancements in the field. To read the Navy News story click 
here. 

 
Faces of the Fleet from Navy Live, Aug. 9 
“Faces of the Fleet” takes a look at YOUR Navy 

operating forward. These images represent the greatest 
Sailors in the greatest Navy in the world leading from the deck 
plates, and completing missions around the globe. This is your 
fleet and these are your Sailors! Hooyah, Navy!! 

 Lt. j.g. Jessica Warner helps a Cambodian student 
paint a cafeteria table during a community service 
project at the M'Lop Tapang Orphanage as part of 
Pacific Partnership 2012. Pacific Partnership is an 
annual U.S. Pacific Fleet humanitarian and civic 
assistance mission that brings together U.S. military 
personnel, host and partner nations, non-
governmental organizations and international 
agencies to build stronger relationships and develop 

disaster response capabilities throughout the Asia-
Pacific region. 

 Seaman Aaron Drendel acts as the sound-powered 
phone talker as the Oliver Hazard Perry-class guided-
missile frigate USS Underwood (FFG 36) anchors in 
Cartagena, Colombia. Underwood is deployed to 
Central and South America and the Caribbean in 
support of Southern Seas 2012. 

 Interior Communications Electrician 3rd Class Keith 
Ferguson holds his son for the first time following the 
homecoming of the aircraft carrier USS Abraham 
Lincoln (CVN 72) at Naval Station Norfolk. 
Abraham Lincoln deployed as part of Carrier Strike 
Group (CSG) 9 to support maritime security 
operations and theater security cooperation efforts in 
the U.S. 5th, 6th and 7th Fleet areas of responsibility. 

 Chief Damage Controlman Jayson Barnfather gives 
training to Sailors during a fire drill aboard the 
amphibious dock-landing ship USS Gunston Hall 
(LSD 44). Gunston Hall, with the embarked 24th 
Marine Expeditionary Unit, is part of the Iwo Jima 
Amphibious Ready Group and is deployed in support 
of maritime security operations and theater security 
cooperation efforts in the U.S. 5th Fleet area of 
responsibility. 

 Aviation Boatswain's Mate (Equipment) Airman 
Apprentice Claire Labauve lubricates a retractable 
shiv on the flight deck of the aircraft carrier USS 
Nimitz (CVN 68). Nimitz recently left Pearl Harbor 
after participating in Rim of the Pacific (RIMPAC) 
2012. 

View Gallery (5 Photos) 
Your Navy TODAY – Seattle, Arabian Sea, Pacific 

Ocean from Navy Live, Aug. 7 
On any given day, in your Navy, our team of more than 

600,000 professional Sailors and Civilians are working 
together around the globe to perform our mission: deter 
aggression and, if deterrence fails, win our Nation’s wars. It is 
not possible to share every aspect of this global team but, 
through this blog, we offer you a glimpse of what these men 
and women do. 

View Gallery (6 Photos) 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Pentagon To Ease Restrictions On Women In Combat 
Proposed Pentagon rules would allow women in the military to serve in non-infantry jobs on the front lines. 
(LOS ANGELES TIMES 09 FEB 12) ... David S. Cloud 

WASHINGTON - The Pentagon plans to ease restrictions on women serving in combat, which will open 14,000 new and 
potentially more dangerous jobs to female troops, mostly in the Army and Marine Corps. 

 
2. Bold Alligator War Game Preps U.S. Allies For New Threats 
(BBC NEWS 08 FEB 12) ... Joan Soley 

While the scenario may have been a fiction, the reality for all involved is a shifting military focus, as the U.S. and other 
participating nations are increasingly watchful of coastal areas of the Middle East - in particular Iran - and countries like China and 
North Korea in the Pacific. 

 
3. AP: U.S., Japan Will Pursue Delinking Futenma And Guam 
(PACIFIC DAILY NEWS (GUAM) 09 FEB 12) 

The United States and Japan have announced that the transfer of thousands of Marines to Guam will not require the closure of 
Marine Corps Air Station Futenma. 

 
4. Making Chief Petty Officers 365 Days A Year 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 08 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class LaTunya Howard, Navy Personnel Command 
Public Affairs 

MILLINGTON, Tenn. -- Master Chief Petty Officer of the Navy (MCPON) (SS/SW) Rick D. West recognized that chiefs are not 
made in six weeks said a Navy official Feb 8. 

 

CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
5. Libya Lessons Learned Drive Huge Amphib Exercise 
(AOL DEFENSE 08 FEB 12) ... Carlo Munoz 

ABOARD THE USS WASP - Navy and Marine Corps leaders involved with the huge Bold Alligator amphibious warfare this 
week will tell you it's all about the lessons learned. And there was no bigger lesson in amphib combat ops in recent years than 
Operation Unified Protector, also known as Libya. 

 
6. Along With Bataan, Helo Squadron Came Home, Too 
(NEWPORT NEWS DAILY PRESS 08 FEB 12) ... Hugh Lessig 

Lost in the hubbub of nearly 2,000 Sailors returning home Tuesday was the arrival of Helicopter Sea Combat Squadron 28 at 
Chambers Field, Naval Station Norfolk. 

 
7. U.S. 4th Fleet Supports Multinational Operations To Combat Organized Crime In Latin America 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 08 FEB 12) ... U.S. Naval Forces Southern Command and U.S. 4th Fleet Public Affairs 

NAVAL STATION MAYPORT, Fla. -- U.S. 4th Fleet is supporting Joint Interagency Task Force-South's (JIATF-S) Operation 
Martillo with deployed maritime and aviation assets in U.S. Southern Command's (USSOUTHCOM) area of responsibility (AOR), 
following an JIATF-S announcement of its Feb. 8. 

 
8. A Small Force For A Big Continent 
U.S.'s Africom trains host nation's forces to battle terrorism 
(WASHINGTON TIMES 09 FEB 12) ... Kristina Wong 

U.S. Africa Command has been quietly battling terrorism on the African continent, relying heavily on special forces. 
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9. Special-Ops Leaders Not Too Worried About Budget Battles 
(NATIONAL DEFENSE 08 FEB 12) ... Stew Magnuson 

Whether it is the Army, Air Force, Navy or Marine Corps, there has been a great deal of consternation at industry conferences 
about the impending budget cuts. 

 
10. Iwo Jima ARG And 24th MEU Host Secretary Of Defense Officials 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 09 FEB 12) ... U.S. Navy story by Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Jamica Johnson, Amphibious 
Squadron 8 Public Affairs 

USS IWO JIMA, At Sea -- The Iwo Jima Amphibious Ready Group (ARG) and 24th Marine Expeditionary Unit (MEU) hosted 
Deputy Under Secretary of Defense for Strategy, Plans and Forces Dr. Kathleen Hicks aboard USS Iwo Jima (LHD 7) Feb. 7. 

 
11. U.S. Navy Delegation Wraps Up Moroccan Staff Talks Visit 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 08 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Jeff Troutman, Navy Public Affairs Support 
Element East Detachment Europe 

CASABLANCA, Morocco -- The deputy chief of staff for strategy, resources, and plans at U.S. Naval Forces Europe-Africa and 
a team of delegates completed a three-day visit to Casablanca, Morocco, to engage in staff talks with the Royal Moroccan Navy, Feb. 
3. 

 
12. Blue Ridge Departs Tomakomai 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 08 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Fidel C. Hart, USS Blue Ridge Public Affairs 

TOMAKOMAI, Japan -- Sailors and Marines from 7th Fleet flagship USS Blue Ridge (LCC 19), embarked 7th Fleet staff and 
Fleet Antiterrorism Security Team Pacific (FASTPAC) completed a port visit to Tomakomai, Japan, Feb. 8. 

 
13. Pieces Of Atsugi Aircraft Fall Off In Midair, One Strikes Vehicle 
(STARS AND STRIPES 08 FEB 12) ... Erik Slavin 

YOKOSUKA NAVAL BASE, Japan – A piece from an EA-6 Prowler at Naval Air Facility Atsugi fell out of the sky and struck a 
moving vehicle, but no injuries were reported Wednesday, Navy officials said. 

 

GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
14. Philippines Seeks U.S. Help To Counter China 
The United States and the Philippines will hold combat drills together to counter China's rising influence in 
the area. 
(AL JAZEERA 08 FEB 12) ... Marwaan Macan-Markar 

BANGKOK - The government of Philippines President Benigno Aquino may be wading into choppy diplomatic waters by 
turning to the United States to counter China's aggressiveness in the South China Sea, one of the world's busiest shipping lanes. 

 
15. Navy To Step Up Patrols After Chinese Slayings 
(BANGKOK POST (THAILAND) 09 FEB 12) 

CHIANG RAI - The navy will reinforce its patrols along the Mekong River to help the four-nation effort in policing this 
transnational river, following the slaying of 13 Chinese sailors last year. 

 
16. U.S. And Israel Split On Speed Of Iran Threat 
(NEW YORK TIMES 09 FEB 12) ... Mark Landler and David E. Sanger 

WASHINGTON — Amid mounting tensions over whether Israel will carry out a military strike against Iran’s nuclear program, 
the United States and Israel remain at odds over a fundamental question: whether Iran’s crucial nuclear facilities are about to become 
impregnable. 

 
17. '26/11 Mumbai Incident Changed India's Security Matrix': Antony 
(ASIAN NEWS INTERNATIONAL 08 FEB 12) 

Visakhapatnam, Andhra Pradesh -Stating that 26/11 changed India's security matrix, Defence Minister A.K. Antony has said that 
the entire nation now acknowledged the critical requirement of maritime security and the important role of the Indian Navy. 

 
18. Navy, Air Force Stage Network-Centric Exercise 
TROPEX tested new defence acquisitions in a dense electronic environment 
(THE HINDU 09 FEB 12) 

NEW DELHI - The Navy on Wednesday staged a network-centric exercise off the Southern coast and displayed cooperation the 
Indian Air Force in its annual TROPEX (Theatre-level Readiness and Operational Exercise). The display was witnessed by Defence 
Minister A.K. Antony. 
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19. Higher Speeds, Hired Guns Drive Somali Piracy Cost 
(REUTERS 08 FEB 12) ... Peter Apps 

LONDON - Somali piracy in the Indian Ocean costs the global economy some $7 billion a year, a study said on Wednesday, with 
ships forced to travel faster over longer routes and increasingly hire armed security guards. 

 
20. Russian Navy To Drop Lada Class Subs – CinC Vysotsky 
(RIA NOVOSTI 09 FEB 12) 

MOSCOW - The Russian Navy has decided against construction of Lada class submarines (Project 677) and will instead 
modernize its existing boats, Navy Commander-in-Chief Adm. Vladimir Vysotsky said in an interview with RIA Novosti. 

 
21. UK Will Not Decide F-35 Numbers Before 2015 
(REUTERS 08 FEB 12) ... Rhys Jones and Mohammed Abbas/Reuters 

LONDON - Britain has deferred to 2015 a firm commitment on how many Lockheed Martin F-35 Joint Strike Fighters it will 
buy, adding to uncertainties over the multinational program which has recently been questioned in the U.S. Congress. 

 
22. Missile Systems, Patrol Ships On Belgium’s ‘Urgent’ List 
(DEFENSE NEWS 08 FEB 12) ... Julian Hale 

BRUSSELS — Belgium Defence Minister Pieter De Crem has put on his list of “urgent new programs” the purchase of AFAB-
MR (anti-fortification and anti-armored vehicle) medium-range missile systems (up to 2,500 meters) to replace its Milan weapon 
system and two coastal patrol ships. 

 

PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
23. Motor Vehicle Safety Is A Top Priority For NAVSAFECEN 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 08 FEB 12) ... April Phillips, Naval Safety Center Public Affairs 

NORFOLK -- The Naval Safety Center (NAVSAFECEN) offers resources to help manage driving risks. 
 

24. Navy Separation Process Leaves Sailors In The Dark 
(STARS AND STRIPES 07 FEB 12) ... Matthew M. Burke 

SASEBO NAVAL BASE, Japan — In his first 2 1/2 years in the Navy, Aeron Crouch jumped three ranks to second-class petty 
officer and appeared to be a rising star among the forward-deployed in the Pacific. He was a leader - motivated, tenacious, always 
improving and asking for more, tougher, responsibilities. 

 

FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
25. Aviation And Military Biofuels: New Thinking On Finance, Fuels 
(BIOFUELS DIGEST 08 FEB 12) ... Jim Lane 

The U.S. Navy, and a group of international airlines, struggle to foster sustainable, affordable aviation biofuels — the Navy for 
warfighting, the airlines for carbon-fighting. 

 
26. U.S. Defense Budget To Emphasize Asia-Pacific 
(AVIATION WEEK 08 FEB 12) ... Amy Butler, David Fulghum 

WASHINGTON - The Pentagon’s forthcoming $613.4 billion funding request for next year outlines a series of significant cuts—
and hints at operational sacrifices—but several questions remain unanswered about what is ahead as defense spending flattens. 

 
27. Marine Aviation Programs Navigate Budget Turbulence Amid Pentagon Cutbacks 
San Diego expected to fare well 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 08 FEB 12) ... Gretel C. Kovach 

As the Defense Department braces for at least $489 billion in budget cuts over the next decade, the Marine Corps has prepared a 
plan for deeper manpower reductions but hopes to retain its major aviation programs, the head of Marine aviation said Wednesday. 

 
28. Common Standards Evade Unmanned Ops, Admiral Says 
(AOL DEFENSE 08 FEB 12) ... Carlo Munoz 

WASHINGTON - Despite the tremendous impact unmanned systems are having on the battlefield, military leaders still struggle 
to get intelligence gathered from these systems into the hands of those who need it. 
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29. High-Speed Railgun Moves Forward, Despite Navy Budget Cuts 
(STARS AND STRIPES 09 FEB 12) ... Erik Slavin 

YOKOSUKA NAVAL BASE, Japan — The Navy is a small step closer to developing a shipborne electromagnetic railgun that 
could one day strike targets hundreds of miles away in less than six minutes. 

 
30. Kendall: Defense Department Aiming To Increase Foreign Arms Sales 
(INSIDE THE PENTAGON 09 FEB 12) ... Jason Sherman 

NEW YORK -- The Defense Department hopes to ratchet up foreign sales of U.S. weapons, a senior Pentagon official said 
Wednesday, seeking new deals that could advance numerous policy aims including higher procurement rates that would aid the U.S. 
military as it braces for a prolonged period of fiscal belt-tightening. 

 

BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
31. Renovation Brings Navy Base Services Together 
(KITSAP SUN 08 FEB 12) ... Ed Friedrich 

BREMERTON — The Navy has transformed a World War II-era hospital wing into a convenient, efficient service center. 
 

32. Navy Exercises New Law To Withhold Maps Of Base Near Port Townsend 
(KITSAP (WA) SUN 08 FEB 12) ... Christopher Dunagan 

INDIAN ISLAND — The Navy has quickly embraced a new federal law that allows the secretary of defense to withhold 
information regarding "critical infrastructure" — including the potential location of explosives. 

 
33. U.S., Japan Scale Back Plan To Move Base 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 09 FEB 12) ... Yuka Hayashi 

The U.S. and Japanese governments, bowing to local opposition, agreed to scale back a long-controversial plan to relocate 
American military forces on the southern island of Okinawa. 

 
34. The Greening Of Guantanamo 
Better known for its experiment in offshore detention, interrogation and military justice, Guantanamo is also 
a lab for environmental exploration 
(MIAMI HERALD 08 FEB 12) ... Carol Rosenberg 

GUANTANAMO BAY NAVY BASE, Cuba -- Solar-powered lights serve as sentries where U.S. Marines once faced-off along 
the Cuban frontier. A team of Navy cops now rides bikes rather than gas-guzzling patrol cars in the searing Caribbean sunshine. 

 
35. Firefighters On Naval Bases Say Mold Problem Is Growing 
(WVEC ABC NORFOLK 08 FEB 12) ... David Ham 

NORFOLK -- Firefighters who work at Naval fire stations across Hampton Roads say a mold problem inside fire houses is 
getting worse. 

 

NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
36. CSBA: Administration Has Multiple Options To Maneuver Under Sequestration 
(DEFENSE DAILY 09 FEB 12) ... Emelie Rutherford 

The executive branch has options for dealing with the potential "sequestration" cuts, which could lead to $1 trillion in long-term 
reductions to Pentagon plans, beyond making across-the-board cuts to all defense programs, an analyst said. 

 
37. Budget Debate Pits Military Retiree Interests Against Those In Active Duty, Analysts Warn 
(GOVERNMENT EXECUTIVE 08 FEB 12) ... Amanda Palleschi 

Military personnel costs for retirees versus active-duty service members are among the “most politically sensitive” competing 
interests within the fiscal 2013 Defense Department budget process, according to a new analysis from the Center for Strategic and 
Budgetary Assessments. 

 
38. Compact Eases School Transitions For Military Children 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 08 FEB 12) ... Elaine Sanchez 

WASHINGTON – Another state has joined an interstate agreement to ease school transitions for children from military families, 
bringing the overall tally of member states to 40, a Defense Department official announced yesterday. 
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39. Chaplains Speak Out On Contraception Mandate In Health Care Directive 
(STARS AND STRIPES 08 FEB 12) ... Ashley Rowland 

SEOUL — Military priests have joined the Roman Catholic Church’s fight against a new government mandate requiring 
employers to offer health coverage that includes contraception and sterilization. 

 
40. Want An iPad? Pentagon CIO Thinks You Should Be Able To Have One. 
(NEXTGOV 08 FEB 12) ... Bob Brewin 

COLORADO SPRINGS, Colo. -- Teri Takai, the Defense Department's chief information officer, kicked off a speech at the 
Armed Forces Communications and Electronics Association Cyberspace Symposium on Wednesday by asking, "Everyone wants an 
iPad, right?" and then implied quick deployment of tablet computers and smartphones across the department without defining the 
timeline. 

 
41. New Source Detected For Sonar Troubling Whales: Canada's Navy 
Whale advocates are troubled to discover that a Canadian Navy frigate was using sonar off San Juan Island 
in an area popular with endangered killer whales. 
(SEATTLE TIMES 08 FEB 12) ... Craig Welch 

Jeanne Hyde awoke before dawn on Monday to an odd, unnatural pulse coming from her computer. 
 

42. Researchers Probe 200-Year-Old Shipwreck Off RI 
Navy, Researchers Team Up To Seek Clues To Identity Of 200-Year-Old Shipwreck Off RI Coast 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 08 FEB 12) ... David Klepper 

WESTERLY, R.I. — For two centuries it rested a mile from shore, shrouded by a treacherous reef from the pleasure boaters and 
beachgoers who haunt New England's southern coast. 

 
43. NPC Communicates Via Social Media 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 08 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class LaTunya Howard, Navy Personnel Command 
Public Affairs 

MILLINGTON, Tenn. -- The Navy Personnel Command (NPC) Navy Detailer Facebook page, Twitter page and video products 
on You Tube provide more options for Sailors to receive Navy relevant information said a Navy official, Feb. 8. 

 

OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
44. A Philippine Do-Over 
A militarily strong Manila will be crucial to stabilizing the South China Sea. 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 09 FEB 12) ... Richard D. Fisher, Jr. 

How often do you get a do-over in Washington? Assistant Secretary of State for East Asia Kurt Campbell is taking his; having 
watched the U.S.-Philippines Mutual Defense Treaty fail its partners in 1995, he is now helping to lead its revival. 

 
45. At The Pentagon And In Israel, Plans Show The Difficulties Of An Iran Strike 
(WASHINGTON POST 09 FEB 12) ... Walter Pincus 

If you are not prepared to go to war, you cannot threaten that “nothing is off the table” as you search for diplomatic solutions. 
 

46. Shipyard Presents Major Nuclear Hazard To Region 
Letter to the Editor 
(PORTSMOUTH (NH) HERALD 08 FEB 12) ... Ben Chichester 

In response to your recent editorial, titled "Budget ax poses threat to shipyard," I would like to add what is historically omitted by 
this paper concerning high levels of nuclear waste produced and stored on Seavey Island, the geographic heart of our community. 

 

BBLLOOGGSS::  
47. EXCERPTS FROM BLOGS AROUND THE WORLD 
(PUBLISHED 06 – 09 FEB 12) 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Pentagon To Ease Restrictions On Women In Combat 
Proposed Pentagon rules would allow women in the military to serve in non-infantry jobs on the front lines. 
(LOS ANGELES TIMES 09 FEB 12) ... David S. Cloud 

WASHINGTON - The Pentagon plans to ease restrictions 
on women serving in combat, which will open 14,000 new and 
potentially more dangerous jobs to female troops, mostly in 
the Army and Marine Corps. 

The change, which is scheduled to be announced 
Thursday, would continue to bar women from serving directly 
in frontline infantry, armor and special operations forces, 
according to two senior defense officials. 

But the proposed regulations, expected to take effect this 
summer, would allow women to serve in non-infantry 
battalion jobs, such as radio operators, intelligence analysts, 
medics, radar operators and tank mechanics. They could be 
placed together with combat forces, such as supply convoys in 
areas of fighting. 

The move, which Congress may review, comes after a 
decade in which women serving as medics, intelligence 
officers and other noncombat jobs frequently found 
themselves caught in ambushes or other ground attacks 
because of the uncertain front lines and unconventional nature 
of the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan. 

More than 140 women in the U.S. military have lost their 
lives in Iraq and Afghanistan, and more than 860 have been 
wounded, according to Defense Department statistics. In all, 
14.5% of the nation's 1.5 million active-duty military 
personnel are women. 

The Obama administration recently lifted the long-
standing prohibition on gays and lesbians serving openly in 
the armed forces. Expanding opportunities for women in the 
military is less controversial and is unlikely to become a 
political issue in an election year. 

The recommendations are part of a Pentagon study 
Congress ordered on women in combat. In theory, Congress 
could move to block the new rules, but that is not considered 
likely, the officials said. 

"We have been fighting in a complex combat 
environment and this study recognizes that," a senior official 
said. 

Both officials emphasized that remaining restrictions on 
women serving in infantry jobs were likely to be reexamined 
in coming years, although permitting women into all-male 

combat units was likely to face opposition within the Army 
and Marines. 

"This is the opening salvo in the debate over assigning 
women to combat," said one U.S. officer. "That's the last 
bastion." 

The officials spoke on condition of anonymity because 
the new rules have not been made public. 

Current regulations restrict women from serving in a 
battalion or smaller unit if ground combat is the unit's primary 
mission. It also bars them from units located near troops 
assigned to combat. A battalion has 700 to 900 troops. 

In practice, women frequently were exposed to attacks 
while providing medical aid, flying helicopters or serving in 
other support functions. 

Congress lifted the ban on women flying combat aircraft 
and serving on combat ships in the early 1990s, and women 
face far fewer job restrictions in the Navy and Air Force. 

Many female soldiers already in effect serve in units that 
support frontline troops, but instead of being formally 
assigned to a battalion, they are "attached" to the unit. That 
puts them close to combat but denies them the career 
advancement that male soldiers in combat receive. 

That has made it harder for women to rise to higher ranks, 
especially in the Army and Marines. Many women resent the 
restrictions, contending that the rules are outdated and 
contradict the military's performance-based culture. 

The Pentagon report, which was initially due last spring, 
is being released nearly a year after a government panel called 
for lifting the ban on women in combat. The Military 
Leadership Diversity Commission recommended that the 
Defense Department phase in women for jobs they are now 
denied as long as they are qualified. 

Women have served in the military since the 
Revolutionary War, but it wasn't until World War I that the 
first was formally allowed to enlist, and not until World War 
II that women were allowed to serve in large numbers. 

Female pilots have served in the military since 1974 in the 
Navy and Army, and in the Air Force since 1976. Two years 
ago, the Navy lifted restrictions that prevented women from 
serving on submarines. 

Return to Index 
 

2. Bold Alligator War Game Preps U.S. Allies For New Threats 
(BBC NEWS 08 FEB 12) ... Joan Soley 

While the scenario may have been a fiction, the reality for 
all involved is a shifting military focus, as the U.S. and other 
participating nations are increasingly watchful of coastal areas 
of the Middle East - in particular Iran - and countries like 
China and North Korea in the Pacific. 

The Bold Alligator exercise involves scenarios of mine 
warfare, fighting in shallow water and fending off attacks 
from smaller boats; methods known to be familiar to the 
Iranian Navy. 

Capt. Dorian Jones, commander of the USS Kearsarge, 
was quick to point out other uses for the training, such as 
responding to the Haiti earthquake two years ago. 

"Amphibious operations encompass a number of different 
operations - humanitarian assistance, disaster relief. 
Amphibious forces are flexible and capable, and they flex to a 
variety of missions." 

'Back To Basics' 
Bold Alligator has been under way since the beginning of 

February, played out across Virginia and North Carolina in 
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what U.S. military officials say is the largest amphibious-
focused training mission in over a decade. 

The outline of the exercise is not far removed from the 
depiction in films like Saving Private Ryan, or even from the 
reality of the World War II Normandy beach landings. 

Bold Alligator has taken months of planning and is a 
joint-forces operation between the U.S. Navy and Marine 
Corps. 

Royal Marines 
Participating in the exercise are 25 ships, including the 

aircraft carrier USS Enterprise and the lead assault ship USS 
Wasp. 

Troops include Sailors and Marines from several 
"partnership" countries such as the UK, Canada, France, 
Australia and the Netherlands. 

According to Adm. John Harvey, commander of U.S. 
Fleet Forces, the purpose of Bold Alligator is "to get back to 
basics" in terms of the ship-to-shore method of fighting that 
the recent missions in Iraq and Afghanistan rarely required. 

Speaking in Washington as Bold Alligator was getting 
under way, he said: "It was really instructive to me when we 

opened this thing up to our coalition partners, they jumped on 
it. 

"I've got a French big-deck under way out there now, with 
a lot of French Marines embarked who are taking this exercise 
with great seriousness. 

"Gen Heljik's [a U.S. Marine Corps commander] got a 
couple hundred Dutch Marines who came over here for this. 

"We have 11 nations playing and playing hard, like the 
Canadian minesweepers, and they're making these decisions to 
participate at a time when their fiscally-constrained 
environment is far, far more significant than ours." 

From the amphibious assault ship USS Kearsarge, 
Marines from the U.S., UK and Canada were grouped together 
and then sent out in LCAC landing crafts and V-22 Osprey - a 
helicopter-plane hybrid - as one part of the 12-day exercise. 

Before flying off on 6 February, the would-be D-Day of 
the war games, Maj Chris Samuel of the British Royal 
Marines said: "This is essentially restoring our amphibious 
credentials and it's a unique opportunity really, to participate 
in a multinational exercise with our closest allies. 

"This is what we're good at," he added. 
Return to Index 
 

3. AP: U.S., Japan Will Pursue Delinking Futenma And Guam 
(PACIFIC DAILY NEWS (GUAM) 09 FEB 12) 

The United States and Japan have announced that the 
transfer of thousands of Marines to Guam will not require the 
closure of Marine Corps Air Station Futenma. 

According to The Associated Press, the allied nations 
released a joint statement only moments ago that said they are 
seeking to break the stalemate that has formed around the air 
station. 

Previously, military officials have said "tangible progress" 
is needed on the relocation of Futenma before Marines can 
move to Guam. However, the Futenma plan is unpopular in 
Okinawa and seeped in controversy. 

Earlier today Arthur Clark, the director of policy for the 
governor's office, said delinking Futenma and the Marines 
move would allow the local buildup to get moving. The 
Futenma controversy is one of the largest "log jams" holding 
up the local development, he said. 

"This actually has the potential to accelerate the plans to 
move forward with the development," Clark said. 

The governor's office said earlier today that they expected 
this joint statement to include the latest update on how many 
Marines will come to Guam. However, the AP report does not 
include those numbers. No joint statement is available on the 
military's website. 

A joint statement from the United States and Japan that 
clarifies how many Marines will come to Guam in the buildup 
is expected tonight or tomorrow. 

Navy Undersecretary Robert Work told Gov. Eddie Calvo 
during a conference call earlier this morning that this 
statement would be released Wednesday morning, Washington 
D.C. time. 

The statement will not be a final decision, but it should 
state how many Marines are now expected to come to Guam, 
said Arthur Clark, the governor’s director of policy. Clark sat 
in on the call. 

Work assured the governor that the statement was coming 
in an effort to curb confusion and speculation about high-level 
negotiations that may re-shape the buildup, Clark said. 

American and Japanese diplomats are currently discussing 
changes to buildup plan, which was originally expected to 
bring about 8,600 Marines to Guam. A Japanese politician, 
Seije Maehara, said yesterday that this number could drop to 
4,700. 

However, without an official estimate, it is hard to plan 
anything, Clark said. The statement should provide clarity. 

“That’s going to provide certainty relative to the 
expansion of plans for the island — inside the fence and 
outside the defense,” Clark said. “So yes, we need to get these 
numbers. We need to understand not just the number of troops 
coming here but the nature of the troops, and whether it will 
be a command element, a rotational force or a permanent 
force. 

"I don’t know if we are going to get that level of detail 
tomorrow but we will get a joint statement about the 
renegotiations and we will get a number here that will put to 
end speculation," Clark said. 

During the conference call, the governor told military 
officials that — if the Marine force coming to Guam does 
shrink — the island's need for a China visa waiver is even 
larger, Clark said. 

Work assured the governor that the military will continue 
to support Guam’s pursuit of a waiver, Clark said. 

During a separate press conference at Adelup, Joint Guam 
Program Office Executive Director Joe Ludovici said he could 
not provide details about the diplomatic negotiations that may 
re-shape the buildup. 

However, Ludovici said, if the number of Marines that 
comes to Guam shrinks, he would presume that the footprint 
of a Marine base planned for Dededo would shrink too. 

However, a small Marine force would still need a firing 
range of approximately the same size, said Bryan Wood, 
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policy director of the Marine Corps Pacific Division. The 
military is not considering three firing range options at Naval 
Magazine, Wood and Ludovici said. 

Japan 
Officials in Japan have also annouced that the joint 

statement is coming. 
”We are preparing to announce the realignment plan of 

U.S. troops in our country today,” Foreign Minister Koichiro 
Gemba said in parliament, according to the Associated Press. 
”We intend to reduce the burden on Okinawa quickly." 

The AP story cited anonymous sources stating that 
President Obama plans to move only 4,500 Marines to Guam. 

”The U.S. is shifting its projection of power to the Pacific 
region amid China’s rise,” said Tomohiko Taniguchi, a former 
Foreign Ministry official and a visiting professor at Keio 
University in Tokyo, in the AP article. 

The revised agreement is a ”logical consequence” from 
the Futenma deadlock, he said. 

View Gallery (23 Photos) 

Return to Index 
 

4. Making Chief Petty Officers 365 Days A Year 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 08 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class LaTunya Howard, Navy Personnel Command 
Public Affairs 

MILLINGTON, Tenn. -- Master Chief Petty Officer of 
the Navy (MCPON) (SS/SW) Rick D. West recognized that 
chiefs are not made in six weeks said a Navy official Feb 8. 

"The CPO 365 program is the method the MCPON has 
granted the chief's mess to train first classes in preparation for 
their selection and their grooming to become future chief petty 
officers," said Senior Chief Fire Controlman (SW) Steven 
Pochop, Navy Personnel Command (NPC) detailer and CPO 
365 phase one coordinator. 

In a message to the chiefs mess, West outlines the need 
for CPO 365. "I see the need to embrace and execute a process 
that provides training beyond our mess to all first class petty 
officers (FCPO) throughout the year for, as I am sure you 
agree, every FCPO is actually a prospective chief petty officer 
(PCPO)," said West. 

The initiative went Navy-wide in 2010. 
The three-phased, yearlong development and training will 

test the PCPO or selectee mentally, physically, personally and 
professionally. General guidance was established and released 
by MCPON in 2010, with additional notes this year about 
lessons learned from the first cycle. Command master chiefs 
are the overseers of the program. 

CPO 365 phase one begins in September for all first class 
petty officers. This phase is used to build a foundation for the 
yearlong cycle. It fosters team building, community service 
and describes the expectations and accountability that come 
with the donning of anchors. 

Phase two begins when board results are released and 
builds upon what was started in phase one by preparing board-
eligible Sailors for their transition. 

Phase three, induction, is the final training period. This 
phase readies the future chief to lead Sailors and become an 
active member of the chiefs mess. 

Training topics for CPO 365 include Navy heritage, Navy 
policies and procedures, equal opportunity guidance, 
sponsorship and indoctrination, Fleet and Family Service 
Center programs, Perform-to-Serve, the enlisted retention 
board, career development boards and physical fitness and 
nutrition. 

"We want to ensure that new chiefs and all first class 
leadership continue to guard those programs and educate our 
junior Sailors about their importance," said Pochop. 

Commands seeking to establish their own CPO 365 
program should review the MCPONs 2011-2012 CPO 365 
guidance. 

Return to Index 
 
 

CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
5. Libya Lessons Learned Drive Huge Amphib Exercise 
(AOL DEFENSE 08 FEB 12) ... Carlo Munoz 

ABOARD THE USS WASP - Navy and Marine Corps 
leaders involved with the huge Bold Alligator amphibious 
warfare this week will tell you it's all about the lessons 
learned. And there was no bigger lesson in amphib combat ops 
in recent years than Operation Unified Protector, also known 
as Libya. 

"Libya [operations] played a huge role" in the planning 
and execution of the various operational scenarios Sailors and 
Marines will carry out during Bold Alligator, Lt. Cmdr. 
George Pastoor said, referring to the UN-mandated 
peacekeeping mission that helped oust former Libyan 
strongman Muammar Qaddafi last March. 

Pastoor, a Dutch naval officer, is part of the Navy's 
Expeditionary Strike Group 2. ESG 2 and their counterparts in 
Marine Expeditionary Group 2 are spearheading operations 
during Bold Alligator. During the exercise, U.S. and coalition 
forces will execute a tactical rescue mission of a downed 

American pilot later this week as part of the combat drill, 
Pastoor said. The mission, known as a tactical recovery of 
aircraft and personnel or TRAP, is one American forces 
conducted in March when an F-15 crashed behind enemy lines 
in Libya and a V-22 swooped in and rescued the pilot. Aside 
from operations, combat planners also used the exercise to 
help close critical intelligence sharing gaps that plagued 
American and coalition forces in northern Africa. 

Intel sharing and coordination was one of the top 
problems identified by NATO and American military leaders 
shortly after operations ended in Libya. Allied pilots 
complained that the U.S. process to clear targeting imagery for 
NATO pilots took too long so they did not rely on American 
intelligence. The situation was further complicated since four-
fifths of all intelligence, surveillance and reconnaissance used 
during Operation Unified Protector came from U.S. sources. 
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A NATO-led review of the Libyan operation is scheduled 
to wrap up this month, but allied forces participating in Bold 
Alligator wasted no time in trying to fix those problems. 
Exercise planners are leaning heavily on the Navy's Combined 
Enterprise Regional information exchange system -- or 
CENTRIX -- to stream intel and imagery between U.S. and 
coalition forces, Pastoor said. The system, he said, will allow 
access of all intel gathered U.S. forces to partner nation forces. 
The Navy first developed the system in 2003 and it is already 
in use by naval forces in Pacific and Central commands. It has 
been critical in coordinating counterpiracy operations run by 
the Navy's Fifth Fleet and Combined Task Force 151, the 
international piracy task force. However, information included 
in the CENTRIX system will still have to be cleared by U.S. 
military intelligence, Col. Scott Jensen, head of the 29th 

Marine Air Group told AOL Defense aboard the USS 
Kearsarge on Sunday. Coalition partners will not have 
immediate access to the raw intel gathered by Navy and 
Marine Corps forces, Jensen said. 

Military representatives from Israel, India, Canada, 
Denmark, Australia, New Zealand, Turkey, Italy, France and 
the United Kingdom joined the Dutch to help plan and execute 
the various operations in the exercise. British Royal Marines, 
Canadian Marines and French naval commandos hit the shores 
of Amberland yesterday morning alongside their Marine 
Corps counterparts. Called the largest amphibious exercise in 
10 years, it was designed to replicate a sea-to-shore assault 
spearheaded by U.S. and coalition forces against enemy forces 
from the fictional country of "Garnet,” who invaded the 
neighboring country of "Amberland" on Sunday. 

Return to Index 
 

6. Along With Bataan, Helo Squadron Came Home, Too 
(NEWPORT NEWS DAILY PRESS 08 FEB 12) ... Hugh Lessig 

Lost in the hubbub of nearly 2,000 Sailors returning home 
Tuesday was the arrival of Helicopter Sea Combat Squadron 
28 at Chambers Field, Naval Station Norfolk. 

It's worth noting because those 25 men and women had a 
bit of an adventure back in December. 

While embarked on the USS Bataan in the Gulf of Aden, 
the squadron received a distress call about a capsized dhow 
with people in the water some 85 miles away. 

While the Bataan and the USS Mesa Verde steamed 
toward the site, one of the MH-60S Seahawk helicopters took 
off to search for victims. Upon arriving, crew members 
spotted 19 people in the water and three people on top of the 
dhow. The victims included women and children. 

A pair of Navy search-and-rescue swimmers went into the 
water, gathered the people in a central location and tapped the 

hull to make sure no one was trapped inside. Kudos to Joshua 
Teague and Ryan Ramp, both naval air crewmen third class. A 
nearby fishing vessel also responded to help. 

Teague and Ramp helped victims into the boat, which 
took everyone ashore. 

No Homecoming Yet 
Waiting for the submarine USS Montpelier? You'll have 

to wait a bit longer. After announcing it was due home 
Wednesday, the Navy said the deployment was being 
extended "due to operational commitments." 

The Los Angeles fast-attack submarine is commanded by 
Cmdr. Thomas A. Winter. It is – or was – returning from the 
European Command area of responsibility after visiting ports 
in Norway, Scotland and Spain. 

Return to Index 
 

7. U.S. 4th Fleet Supports Multinational Operations To Combat Organized Crime In Latin America 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 08 FEB 12) ... U.S. Naval Forces Southern Command and U.S. 4th Fleet Public Affairs 

NAVAL STATION MAYPORT, Fla. -- U.S. 4th Fleet is 
supporting Joint Interagency Task Force-South's (JIATF-S) 
Operation Martillo with deployed maritime and aviation assets 
in U.S. Southern Command's (USSOUTHCOM) area of 
responsibility (AOR), following an JIATF-S announcement of 
its Feb. 8. 

Operation Martillo, a U.S., European, and Western 
Hemisphere partner nation effort targeting illicit trafficking 
routes in coastal waters along the Central American isthmus. 
Martillo is the Spanish word for hammer. 

Oliver Hazard Perry-class frigates USS Ingraham (FFG 
61), USS Elrod (FFG 55), USS McClusky (FFG 41) and USS 
Nicholas (FFG 47) are already operating in support of 
Operation Martillo, conducting Combating Transnational 
Organized Crime operations(C-TOC), while Patrol Squadron 
(VP) 1 is providing aerial patrol support while forward 
deployed to El Salvador. 

The 4th Fleet assets are working closely with JIATF-S, 
USSOUTHCOM, U.S. Coast Guard, U.S. Air Force, and 
various Federal law enforcement agencies and partner nations 
to deny transnational criminal organizations the ability to 
exploit shipping routes through South and Central America for 

the movement of narcotics, precursor chemicals, bulk cash and 
weapons. 

"JIATF-South is the lead Federal agency for all of our 
activities in combating transnational organized crime," said 
Rear Adm. Kurt Tidd, commander, U.S. Naval Forces 
Southern Command/U.S. 4th Fleet. "The Department of 
Defense, and specifically U.S. Southern Command and 4th 
Fleet plays an important supporting role in Operation Martillo. 
Our ships and aircraft have unique capabilities to detect and 
monitor criminal activities in the maritime domain especially 
tracking the movement, by sea and air, of illicit materials 
intended for the United States." 

Operation Martillo is a critical component of the U.S. 
government's coordinated interagency regional security 
strategy in support of the White House Strategy to Combat 
Transnational Organized Crime and the U.S. Central America 
Regional Security Initiative. 

U.S. Naval Forces Southern Command and U.S. 4th Fleet 
(COMUSNAVSO/C4F) supports U.S. Southern Command 
joint and combined full-spectrum military operations by 
providing principally sea-based, forward presence to ensure 
freedom of maneuver in the maritime domain, to foster and 
sustain cooperative relationships with international partners 
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and to fully exploit the sea as maneuver space in order to 
enhance regional security and promote peace, stability, and 

prosperity in the Caribbean, Central and South American 
regions. 

Return to Index 
 

8. A Small Force For A Big Continent 
U.S.'s Africom trains host nation's forces to battle terrorism 
(WASHINGTON TIMES 09 FEB 12) ... Kristina Wong 

U.S. Africa Command has been quietly battling terrorism 
on the African continent, relying heavily on special forces. 

But amid a shrinking Pentagon budget and increased use 
of special forces in Afghanistan under a new military strategy, 
Africom may have fewer resources to counter a growing 
terrorism threat. 

Africom's mission is to bolster the capability of host 
African governments and militaries to fight domestic threats, 
including terrorism, without the large costs of with waging 
war in a foreign territory. 

The elite military forces under Special Operations 
Command-Africa, based in Stuttgart, Germany, achieve that 
cost-effectiveness. 

The exact number of special forces in the region is 
classified. But this week, Navy Adm. William McRaven, 
commander of Special Operations Command, said there are 
about "3,000 folks deployed outside of Afghanistan," 
including the African continent and Yemen, in the Arabian 
Peninsula. 

J. Peter Pham, director of the Michael S. Ansari Africa 
Center at the Atlantic Council, estimates there are fewer than 
200 special forces actually operating on the continent. 

They train host nation's forces, and include units from 
each service, such as the Green Berets, who specialize in 
irregular warfare and work in small teams no larger than 12. 
The Green Berets also build roads, schools, provide health 
care and live among locals, speaking their language. 

Each member of the U.S. special forces is able to train 
100 of a host nation's soldiers. 

Africom is the smallest of the Pentagon's six regionally 
focused commands and usually has fewer than 5,000 troops in 
Africa at any given time. 

That's an extraordinarily small number to cover Africa's 
54 countries over 12 million square miles. By comparison, 
U.S. Central Command, which covers the Middle East, has 
about 150,000 troops to cover 20 countries over a span of 4 
million square miles. 

"What I like best about this command is, you may find at 
any one time a wide number of small teams - in many cases, 
individuals or pairs of people - around the continent engaging 
with their African partners," Army Gen. Carter F. Ham, 
commander of Africom, said in a written response. 

"It doesn't take a lot of money, doesn't take a lot of 
people, but the effect - everywhere there are Americans, 

military and civilian, from the command, contributing to 
African security, I believe that that has a disproportionate, 
positive effect to the resources we consume." 

Africom has about 2,000 more personnel at its 
headquarters in Stuttgart and has one base on the continent, 
Camp Lemonnier in Djibouti, which houses a U.S.-led 
multinational task force focused on countering terrorism in the 
Horn of Africa. 

Because of its proximity to the Arabian Peninsula, Camp 
Lemonnier also supports Pentagon objectives in Yemen. The 
camp supports about 3,500 U.S. and allied forces and civilian 
personnel. 

According to a Congressional Research Service report, 
the U.S. military has access to several foreign air bases and 
ports in Africa and "bare-bones" facilities maintained by local 
troops in several locations. 

The Pentagon refers to these other facilities as "lily pads," 
or Cooperative Security Locations and Forward Operating 
Sites, and has access to a dozen other transit sites around the 
continent. 

Africom has engaged in high-profile operations recently, 
such as rescuing two international-aid workers from Somali 
pirates. In October, about 100 U.S. military advisers were 
deployed to Uganda to help quash the insurgent group Lord's 
Resistance Army. That operation is ongoing. 

One of the continent's biggest threats is regional 
terrorism. 

Al-Shabab, al Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb, Boko 
Haram and other regional al Qaeda affiliates will surpass the 
remnants of the "core" al Qaeda in Pakistan in terms of threats 
to U.S. interests, and seek opportunities to strike Western 
targets in their operating area, according to the intelligence 
community's unclassified statement on its 2012 Worldwide 
Threat Assessment. 

"For the past few years, [al Qaeda in the Islamic 
Maghreb] has been almost an afterthought when discussing 
the terrorist threat. This may be about to change," Director of 
National Intelligence James R. Clapper testified to Congress 
on Jan. 31. "AQIM, which has traditionally operated in parts 
of Algeria and Mali, is well-positioned to exploit instability 
and pockets of extremism in Libya and Nigeria and to create 
new safe havens." 

Return to Index 
 

9. Special-Ops Leaders Not Too Worried About Budget Battles 
(NATIONAL DEFENSE 08 FEB 12) ... Stew Magnuson 

Whether it is the Army, Air Force, Navy or Marine Corps, 
there has been a great deal of consternation at industry 
conferences about the impending budget cuts. 

Not so for Special Operations Command. Leaders 
speaking at the National Defense Industrial Association’s 
annual Special Operations/Low Intensity Conflict meeting 

sounded upbeat about their funding prospects ahead of the 
anticipated Feb. 13 release of the fiscal year 2013 budget 
proposal. 

Supplemental budgets helped SOF buy “a lot of stuff” 
over the past decade, said Michael Sheehan, assistant secretary 
of defense for special operations/low intensity conflict. As 
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those temporary accounts shrink, special operations forces will 
have to find funding in the baseline budget, he said Feb. 7. 

“That’s not going to be easy, but I am here to tell you 
today that we’re going to make that happen in the Department 
of Defense for the special operations community,” Sheehan 
said. “We’re going to be in pretty good shape.” 

Unlike the Army and Marine Corps, which are facing 
troop reductions, SOCOM will continue to grow, officials at 
the conference said. The forces number about 66,000 
personnel now, and the goal to reach 70,000 will not change. 
As the Marine Corps overall numbers shrink, for example, 
Marine Corps Special Operations Forces will be adding 821 
troops, mostly intelligence, communications and other 
specialists needed to support the 2,500 troops already in the 
units, said Maj. Gen. Paul Lefebvre, MARSOC commander. 

There will be budget battles, as there always have been, 
Sheehan said. But he has seen a strong commitment from “the 
highest levels of this administration” for SOF, he said. 

Adm. William H. McRaven, Special Operations 
Command commander, said, “The future of special operations 
forces looks very bright.” It is a cost-effective force spread out 
in 75 different countries on any given day, he said. Its funding 
only comes to about 1.6 percent of the Defense Department 
budget, he said. But he wanted to stress that SOCOM is 
dependent on the other services and other agencies for support 
such as intelligence and logistics. 

“You can’t pick up a paper without seeing some reference 
to special operations, and I am very proud of that fact,” 
McRaven said. 

McRaven said he was intimately involved in crafting the 
new Defense Department strategy along with White House, 
Defense Department and service officials. Never before had he 

seen such strong support for SOF “now and in the future,” he 
said. 

Special Operations Command has doubled the number of 
personnel since 9/11 and its budget has soared from $3.5 
billion to $10.5 billion, he noted. 

Air Force Maj. Gen. Thomas Trask, director of force 
structure, requirements, resources and strategic assessments at 
SOCOM, said all this does not mean special operations forces 
did not undergo scrutiny in order to wring savings out of the 
command’s budget. Every program has undergone the “wire 
brush” treatment to scrub it of inefficiencies, he said. 

Officials speaking at the conference were under strict 
orders to not reveal details about the upcoming budget 
proposal. Nevertheless, they gave some clues about a couple 
big-ticket hardware programs. 

When asked about the fleet of C130-J transportation 
aircraft, SOCOM officers were effusive and optimistic. Air 
Force Lt. Gen. Bradley Heithold, SOCOM vice commander, 
said Air Force Special Operations Command “came out of this 
in good stead on the recapitalization of the C-130s.” It has yet 
to be decided if older aircraft will be updated with modern 
equipment, he added. An Air Force official said the recap 
program would continue into the 2020s. 

As far as the Ground Mobility Vehicle 1.1 — a light, 
armed combat vehicle that has been conceived as something 
that special operators can deploy ready to fight into a “hot” 
landing zone from a airlift platform such as the MH-47 
helicopter — officials were less forthcoming. 

“We have a requirement ... and there is not that much 
question of that requirement,” Hiethold only said. “There 
wasn’t a thing in our portfolio, by the way, that didn’t get 
scrutiny.” 
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10. Iwo Jima ARG And 24th MEU Host Secretary Of Defense Officials 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 09 FEB 12) ... U.S. Navy story by Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Jamica Johnson, Amphibious 
Squadron 8 Public Affairs 

USS IWO JIMA, At Sea -- The Iwo Jima Amphibious 
Ready Group (ARG) and 24th Marine Expeditionary Unit 
(MEU) hosted Deputy Under Secretary of Defense for 
Strategy, Plans and Forces Dr. Kathleen Hicks aboard USS 
Iwo Jima (LHD 7) Feb. 7. 

Hicks, who holds a doctorate in Political Science from the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology, received a tour of the 
warship. She and her staff were also briefed on topics 
including the Navy-Marine Corps team's capabilities relating 
to future amphibious operations and the development of 
innovative, low-cost and small-footprint approaches to achieve 
security objectives. 

"What we have laid out for you today, is a slice of what 
we've been doing to get prepared to deploy, as well as some of 
what we foresee the ARG-MEU team accomplishing in the 
future," said Col. Frank Donovan, commanding officer of 24th 
MEU, during Hicks' and her staff's welcome aboard. 

"Our job as the Navy is to make sure that the Marines get 
the best possible support on the beach when they're on the 
objective," said Capt. Mark H. Scovill, commodore, 
Amphibious Squadron 8 (PHIBRON 8), during his welcome 
aboard remarks to Hicks and her staff. "The harder they flex 

themselves, the harder we flex to match their needs and you 
will see some of that today." 

Hicks and her staff, were given a MEU brief in the ship's 
ceremonial forecastle, where they viewed plotted charts of 
how the ARG-MEU team operates together. They were then 
escorted to the hangar bay, where they viewed static displays 
of Marine vehicles and helicopters. They also toured the ship's 
debark control station where they observed flight deck 
operations. 

"What they saw when they went below decks were 225 
infantrymen getting ready to launch a training mission, getting 
to see first hand, America's best, doing what they do best," 
said Donovan. 

Prior to their departure, Hicks and her staff, were 
presented with gifts and photos as keepsakes of their visit 
aboard Iwo Jima from PHIBRON 8 and 24th MEU. 

The Iwo Jima is currently underway participating in Bold 
Alligator 2012 and Certification Exercise(CERTEX). 
CERTEX is the final certification for deployment for the 24th 
MEU and Iwo Jima ARG before their scheduled spring 
deployment. 

Return to Index 
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11. U.S. Navy Delegation Wraps Up Moroccan Staff Talks Visit 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 08 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Jeff Troutman, Navy Public Affairs Support 
Element East Detachment Europe 

CASABLANCA, Morocco -- The deputy chief of staff for 
strategy, resources, and plans at U.S. Naval Forces Europe-
Africa and a team of delegates completed a three-day visit to 
Casablanca, Morocco, to engage in staff talks with the Royal 
Moroccan Navy, Feb. 3. 

The visit focused on the U.S. Naval Forces Europe-Africa 
and Royal Moroccan Navy's joint commitment to regional 
stability and maritime security in the African theater of 
operation. 

"It's an honor for us to be hosted in such a beautiful city 
by our Moroccan allies," said Rear Adm. Kenneth "K.J." 
Norton. "A strong sense of teamwork is required for any force 
protection plan to be met, and these staff talks between our 
respective naval forces will strengthen our ties to each other 
and ensure we meet our goal of maritime security." 

During the visit, U.S. Navy delegates had the opportunity 
to visit Moroccan sites such as the Hassan II mosque and the 
legendary Rick's Café based on the famous establishment 
owned by Humphrey Bogart in the 1942 film "Casablanca." 

Also visiting Morocco was the guided-missile frigate USS 
Simpson (FFG 56) which hosted an evening reception by 
members of the Royal Moroccan Navy and numerous 
Moroccan and U.S. attaches and ambassadors. 

"Simpson deployed the day before Thanksgiving, and 
everything we've been doing on this deployment has worked 

towards events like this, where we have the opportunity to 
visit a port such as Casablanca and strengthen ties with our 
Moroccan allies," said Cmdr. Leonard Milliken, Simpson's 
commanding officer. "This crew has been primarily deployed 
in the U.S. Southern Command area of operation, so for many 
of us, this is our first time in Morocco and it's a tremendous 
experience. The Simpson crew has done a phenomenal job of 
getting the ship prepped and ready to come over here and 
operate." 

Samuel Kaplan, U.S. ambassador to Morocco, was 
equally impressed by the camaraderie displayed between the 
U.S. and Moroccan naval forces. 

"Being based in Morocco, we don't see a lot of the 
military come through this area of the world, but every time an 
event like this occurs, where America's forces are here to visit 
with the Royal Moroccan Navy, you get such a great sense of 
the devotion these young men and women bring to their jobs 
and their commitment to our country," said Kaplan. 

Norton's three-day visit to Morocco served to promote 
peace and stability within the U.S. Naval Forces Africa area of 
responsibility, and it demonstrated commitment to regional 
partnerships and to foster growing relationships between the 
U.S. Navy and its African partners. 
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12. Blue Ridge Departs Tomakomai 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 08 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Fidel C. Hart, USS Blue Ridge Public Affairs 

TOMAKOMAI, Japan -- Sailors and Marines from 7th 
Fleet flagship USS Blue Ridge (LCC 19), embarked 7th Fleet 
staff and Fleet Antiterrorism Security Team Pacific 
(FASTPAC) completed a port visit to Tomakomai, Japan, Feb. 
8. 

The crew experienced the culture and sights of the city, 
and participated in tours and community service events 
(COMSERVs) in Tomakomai and the surrounding area. 

"This was a tremendous port visit for the crew of USS 
Blue Ridge, with opportunities to see the Sapporo Snow and 
Ice Festival and participating in the Tomakomai Ice Skate 
Festival," said Blue Ridge Executive Officer Lt. Cmdr. Kevin 
Ralston. "It is great to see our Sailors and Marines out in town 
strengthening bonds during community service projects, 
building friendships on liberty and sharing the differences and 
similarities in our intertwined cultures." 

The ship's Morale, Welfare and Recreation (MWR) 
committee provided a variety of tours to the nearby city of 
Sapporo, which was holding the 63rd Annual Sapporo Snow 
and Ice Festival. 

Several Sailors participated in COMSERV projects at the 
Tomakomai Ice Skate Festival, assisting local children onto a 
snow slide and pushing a giant sled. Lt. Donald Baker, Blue 

Ridge chaplain, said that it was a unique way for the Sailors 
and the citizens of Tomakomai to interact. 

"I've done more than 100 COMSERV projects and this is 
the most fun I have had on one," said Baker. "There is great 
energy and excitement from both the Sailors and the citizens. 
The energy is contagious and has rubbed off on every one 
involved. This is exactly what you want a community service 
event to be." 

Many Sailors experienced Tomakomai for the first time. 
"I am enjoying myself and have never seen anything like 

this [Sapporo's snow and ice sculptures] before," said Yeoman 
3rd Class Brittnea Noe. Noe, on her first port visit with Blue 
Ridge, said the sea mammals snow sculpture depicting 
detailed carvings of a blue whale, walrus, dolphins and sea 
lions, was her favorite. "I would love to return and visit 
because I know the snow sculptures change every year and 
they are amazing." 

Blue Ridge is commanded by Capt. Daniel Grieco and 
serves under Commander, Expeditionary Strike Group 7/Task 
Force (CTF) 76, the Navy's only forward deployed 
amphibious force. Blue Ridge is the flagship for Commander, 
U.S. 7th Fleet. Task Force 76 is headquartered at White Beach 
Naval Facility, Okinawa, Japan, with an operations 
detachment in Sasebo, Japan. 
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13. Pieces Of Atsugi Aircraft Fall Off In Midair, One Strikes Vehicle 
(STARS AND STRIPES 08 FEB 12) ... Erik Slavin 

YOKOSUKA NAVAL BASE, Japan – A piece from an 
EA-6 Prowler at Naval Air Facility Atsugi fell out of the sky 
and struck a moving vehicle, but no injuries were reported 
Wednesday, Navy officials said. 

The plane was making a landing approach during a 
routine training mission at about 2 p.m. when it lost a panel 
from the port mid-engine door, and a piece of the tailpipe, 
officials said Wednesday. The largest piece was 42-by-85 
inches before ground impact, according to a Navy statement. 

The debris broke apart on impact, landing both within the 
base fence line and north of the runway on the Yamato city 
side, the Navy said. 

The piece that struck the vehicle outside the fence line 
was small and caused only minor damage. 

The plane landed safely, Navy officials said. 
Officials with Yamato city and the Japanese government 

were notified following the incident, which is now under 
investigation by the Navy, according to a base statement. 

“The Navy deeply regrets any inconvenience this event 
may have caused its neighbors and friends in the Atsugi area,” 
according to the statement. 

The Navy has issued reports of pieces falling off planes at 
Atsugi periodically during the past few years. 

In February 2011, a sonar buoy typically used for 
underwater surveillance fell from a Navy SH-60F Seahawk 
helicopter and crashed into a farm field. 

The Prowler, which was introduced in 1971, is part of the 
USS George Washington air wing’s electronic warfare 
squadron. 

The Navy recently announced that the air wing’s Prowlers 
will be transferred to Naval Air Station Whidbey Island, 
Wash., in early spring, and replaced with newer EA-18G 
Growler jets. 
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GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
14. Philippines Seeks U.S. Help To Counter China 
The United States and the Philippines will hold combat drills together to counter China's rising influence in 
the area. 
(AL JAZEERA 08 FEB 12) ... Marwaan Macan-Markar 

BANGKOK - The government of Philippines President 
Benigno Aquino may be wading into choppy diplomatic 
waters by turning to the United States to counter China's 
aggressiveness in the South China Sea, one of the world's 
busiest shipping lanes. 

A protest outside the U.S. embassy in Manila over the 
weekend by local leftwing and indigenous groups is an 
indication of what can be expected in the run-up to planned 
combat drills involving U.S. and Filipino forces in the 
troubled waters of the South China Sea. 

"The combat drills with U.S. and Philippines marines 
have certainly worried many sectors here," noted Walden 
Bello, a first-term congressman from the Citizens' Action 
Party, which is part of the Aquino administration's coalition in 
the national legislature. 

"The Philippines is unfortunately playing a dangerous 
game in entertaining a U.S. military presence," he added in a 
telephone interview from Manila. 

Giving Washington a military foothold will "convert a 
territorial dispute, where the Philippines has a stake, into a 
superpower conflict," Bello said. "We should rely on regional 
and multilateral mechanisms." 

Nationalist Response 
A verbal volley fired by an ultra-nationalist Chinese 

newspaper brings such warnings into relief. The Philippines 
should be targeted with "countermeasures" and "punishment" 
for offering the U.S. military an expanded role in the South 
China Sea, raged the English-language Global Times in a 
commentary last week. 

"A reasonable yet powerful enough sanction can be 
considered," added the paper. "It should show China's 

neighbouring area that balancing China by siding with the 
U.S. is not a good choice." 

The planned military drills off the Philippines coast, 
scheduled for late March or early April, will be staged near an 
oil rig in the South China Sea. This news, following a mid-
January bilateral defence dialogue, came after the Philippines 
got another boost from U.S. foreign policy heavyweights to 
contain China. 

"What we're talking about is maritime security," U.S. 
Senator Joseph Lieberman said at the end of a trip to the 
Philippines capital with three other senators last month. "We 
simply cannot allow one nation, in this case China, to exercise 
disproportionate control over these waterways." 

This body of water has increasingly become a flashpoint 
following China's strident assertion in 2009 that it had control 
over a stretch of ocean that has a spread of reefs, coral atolls 
and slivers of land that are hardly habitable. 

Yet, what has raised stakes in the South China Sea, whose 
waters are shared by Vietnam, Brunei, Malaysia, Taiwan and 
the Philippines, are reports that its bed contains huge deposits 
of oil and gas - in addition to supplying nearly one-tenth of the 
world's seafood catch. 

Energy Issues 
The Parcels Islands archipelago and the Spratly Islands 

have, consequently, become important for energy security. 
China controls the Parcels, having edged out Vietnam in a 

1974 battle that left 18 people dead. And, Manila fell victim to 
Beijing's bullying when the Asian giant occupied the Mischief 
Reef in 1995, once part of the Philippines. 

The dispute led to the 2002 Declaration on the Conduct of 
Parties in the South China Sea (DoC), the first political 
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agreement between China and the Association of Southeast 
Asian Nations (ASEAN) bloc that includes Burma, Cambodia, 
Thailand, Singapore, Laos, Indonesia and South China Sea 
littorals - the Philippines, Vietnam, Brunei and Malaysia. 

Neither the 10-year-old declaration, nor the diplomatic 
breakthrough in July last year to create "guidelines for 
implementing" the DoC, has done enough to ease the tension 
through 2011. Both Vietnam and the Philippines accused 
China of asserting its territorial claims by sending fleets of 
vessels into disputed areas. 

"The Philippines has become the most outspoken on this 
issue with the ASEAN members," says Kavi Chongkittavorn, 
a regional affairs commentator, in The Nation, an English 
daily in Thailand. "It has been boosted by the defence treaty it 
has with the U.S.." 

But efforts by Manila to raise the diplomatic stakes 
against China "will not have wide support in ASEAN,” Kavi 
said. "ASEAN will not want to be dragged into a conflict with 
China." 

The imminent diplomatic challenge Manila faces comes 
nearly a year after the Philippines government turned to the 
United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLoS) 
to resolve its territorial disputes. 

"The Philippines has called on ASEAN to support the 
idea that the issue must be resolved on the basis of the rule of 
law, particularly UNCLoS," reveals Herman Kraft, associate 

professor of political science at the University of the 
Philippines. 

"Using UNCLoS to advance its argument allows the 
Philippines to take the moral high ground and hopefully (win) 
the sympathy of the international public," he explained in an 
interview. "(China's push to resolve the problem bilaterally) is 
a non-starter for a small state dealing with a larger and more 
powerful state." 

There is an international treaty which can help "break the 
deadlock between China and other countries over territorial 
disputes in the South China Sea," says Kumar Chitty, a former 
senior UN official at the International Tribunal for the Law of 
the Sea, a Hamburg-based judicial body created to resolve 
disputes between countries about the oceans and their 
resources. "This is how Australia and East Timor resolved 
their dispute," Chitty said. 

But China is avoiding such an international judicial route, 
preferring the ASEAN-led DoC resolution. 

"China will seize this opportunity of making efforts with 
ASEAN countries to maintain peace and stability in the South 
China Sea and bring benefits to the people in the region," 
Chinese foreign ministry spokesman Lu Weimin said 
following last month's ministerial meeting in China to reduce 
tensions in the South China Sea. 

View Clip (RT: 1:48) 
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15. Navy To Step Up Patrols After Chinese Slayings 
(BANGKOK POST (THAILAND) 09 FEB 12) 

CHIANG RAI - The navy will reinforce its patrols along 
the Mekong River to help the four-nation effort in policing 
this transnational river, following the slaying of 13 Chinese 
sailors last year. 

"I'm considering increasing boat and troop numbers 
because we have many tasks to do," navy chief Surasak 
Roonroengrom said. 

His plan to strengthen the navy's Me Khong Riverine 
Operation Unit is necessary because its task in Chiang Rai is 
hindered by a limited number of military personnel and 
supplies. 

The operation unit employs only 11 boats in total _ three 
patrol vessels and eight assault vessels _ to serve only about 
200 soldiers. 

"But there have been more seizures of illegal items, 
crashes and losses" during operations in the Mekong River, he 
said. 

The latest loss, which has alerted Thailand, China, Laos 
and Myanmar to violent crimes on the river, is the mysterious 
killing of 13 crew members on two Chinese-flagged cargo 
boats, the Yi Xing 8 Hao and Hua Ping, on Oct 5 last year in 
Chiang Rai's Chiang Saen district. 

Nine Thai soldiers of the Pa Muang Task Force, who 
reportedly seized 920,000 speed pills from the two barges, 
have been implicated in the murders. Inquiries are continuing. 

They blamed a Shan drug trafficking gang, led by Nor 
Kham, for hijacking the boats and using them for smuggling 
the drugs into Thailand. 

The group is believed to have 20 to 100 armed members 
and has been active along a 150km stretch of the river, 
Sorracha Sornprathum, chief of the Me Khong Riverine 
Operation Unit said. 

Following the murders, the four countries joined forces to 
set up a patrol unit, made up of three Chinese boats and one 
boat each from Laos, Myanmar and the Thai Marine Police 
Division, to tighten security along the Mekong. 

The multi-nation unit is responsible for areas from 
Sipsongpanna in China's southern Yunnan province, to the 
Golden Triangle where the borders of Thailand, Myanmar and 
Laos meet. 

The navy's Me Khong Riverine Operation Unit will back 
up the joint patrol by watching out for illegal activities on the 
river within Thai territory. 

Smuggling of drugs, Siamese rosewood and contraband 
along the Mekong and the Thai-Lao borders is increasing, said 
R Adm Sorracha, whose unit oversees the 917km section of 
the river that passes Chiang Rai, Nong Khai, Nakhon Phanom 
and Ubon Ratchathani. 

Return to Index 
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16. U.S. And Israel Split On Speed Of Iran Threat 
(NEW YORK TIMES 09 FEB 12) ... Mark Landler and David E. Sanger 

WASHINGTON — Amid mounting tensions over 
whether Israel will carry out a military strike against Iran’s 
nuclear program, the United States and Israel remain at odds 
over a fundamental question: whether Iran’s crucial nuclear 
facilities are about to become impregnable. 

Israel’s defense minister, Ehud Barak, coined the phrase 
“zone of immunity” to define the circumstances under which 
Israel would judge it could no longer hold off from an attack 
because Iran’s effort to produce a bomb would be invulnerable 
to any strike. But judging when that moment will arrive has 
set off an intense debate with the Obama administration, 
whose officials counter that there are other ways to make Iran 
vulnerable. 

Senior Israeli officials, including the foreign minister and 
leader of the Mossad, have traveled to Washington in recent 
weeks to make the case that this point is fast approaching. 
American officials have made reciprocal visits to Jerusalem, 
arguing that Israel and the West have more time and should 
allow sanctions and covert actions to deter Iran’s plans. 

The Americans have also used the discussions to test their 
belief, based on a series of public statements by Israeli 
officials, that an Israeli strike against Iran could come as early 
as spring, according to an official familiar with the 
discussions. 

President Obama tried to defuse arguments for military 
action in a telephone call last month with Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu of Israel, the substance of which was 
confirmed by an Obama administration official who spoke 
only on the condition of anonymity because he was not 
authorized to describe the conversation. While the two men 
have had an often contentious relationship over Middle East 
diplomacy, American officials emerged from that exchange 
persuaded that Mr. Netanyahu was willing to give economic 
sanctions and other steps time to work. 

The difference of opinion over Iran’s nuclear “immunity” 
is critical because it plays into not just the timing — or 
bluffing — about a possible military strike, but the 
calculations about how deeply and quickly sanctions against 
Iran must bite. If the Israeli argument is right, the question of 
how fast the Iranians can assemble a weapon becomes less 
important than whether there is any way to stop them. 

“ ‘Zone of immunity’ is an ill-defined term,” said a senior 
Obama administration official, expressing frustration that the 
Israelis are looking at the problem too narrowly, given the 
many kinds of pressure being placed on Tehran and the 
increasing evidence that far tougher sanctions are having an 
effect. 

The Israelis have zeroed in on Iran’s plan to put much of 
its uranium enrichment near Qum in an underground facility 
beneath so many layers of granite that even the Pentagon 
acknowledges it would be out of the reach of its best bunker-
busting bombs. Once enrichment activities are under way at 
Qum, the Israelis argue, Iran could throw out United Nations 
inspectors and produce bomb-grade fuel without fear the 
facility would be destroyed. 

At its core, the official said, the argument the Israelis 
make is that once the Iranians get an “impregnable breakout 
capability” — that is, a place that is protected from a military 

strike — “it makes no difference whether it will take Iran six 
months or a year or five years” to fabricate a nuclear weapon, 
he said. 

The Americans have a very different view, according to a 
second senior official who has discussed the concept with 
Israelis. He said “there are many other options” to slow Iran’s 
march to a completed weapon, like shutting off Iran’s oil 
revenues, taking out facilities that supply centrifuge parts or 
singling out installations where the Iranians would turn the 
fuel into a weapon. 

Administration officials cite this more complex picture in 
pressing the Israelis to give the latest sanctions a chance to 
inflict enough pain on the Iranian leadership to force it back to 
the negotiating table, or to make the decision that the nuclear 
program is not worth the cost. 

Iran’s currency has plunged, they note; its oil is piling up 
in storage tanks because it cannot find buyers, and there is 
growing evidence of fissures among the country’s leadership. 

After a period of doubt about Israel’s intentions at the end 
of last year, administration officials said the two sides were 
now communicating better. Mr. Obama, they said, reflected 
that when he said in an interview on Sunday with NBC News, 
“I don’t think that Israel has made a decision on what they 
need to do.” 

This is not the first time that the Israelis have invented a 
phrase that suggests a hard deadline before an attack. At the 
end of the Bush administration, they said they could not allow 
Iran to go past “the point of no return.” That phrase was also 
ill-defined, but seemed to suggest that once Iran had the know-
how and the basic materials to make a bomb, it would be 
inevitable. 

While nuclear experts believe Iran now has enough 
uranium to fuel four or more weapons, it would have to enrich 
it to bomb-grade levels, which would take months. Beyond 
that, Iran would have to produce a warhead that could fit atop 
an Iranian missile — a process that could take one to three 
years, most experts say. 

Still, Mr. Barak’s theory of “immunity” has gained a lot 
of attention in recent weeks, complicating a debate charged 
with bellicose language — in Israel and Iran and among 
Republicans on the presidential campaign trail, where Mitt 
Romney and other candidates have pledged Israel full support 
in any military confrontation with Iran. 

Disputes between the United States and Israel are 
inevitable, according to experts, given the radically different 
stakes of a nuclear Iran for a distant superpower and for a 
neighbor whose very existence the leaders in Tehran have 
pledged to eradicate. 

“No end of consultations can remove that asymmetry,” 
said Martin S. Indyk, a former ambassador to Israel and 
director of the Foreign Policy Program at the Brookings 
Institution. 

Next month, Mr. Netanyahu is scheduled to visit 
Washington to address the American Israel Public Affairs 
Committee, a powerful pro-Israeli lobbying group, to whom 
he and other Israeli leaders have regularly spoken about Iran’s 
“existential threat.” The White House has not yet announced 
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whether Mr. Netanyahu will meet with Mr. Obama, though 
officials say it is likely. 

Officials said that for all the friction between the United 
States and Israel over issues like Jewish settlements in the 
West Bank, it had not spilled over into the dialogue over Iran, 
in part because Mr. Obama has ordered it “walled off” from 
politics. 

Administration officials also noted a distinction in the 
tone of Mr. Barak and Mr. Netanyahu, who does not publicly 
favor the phrase “zone of immunity.” This week, an American 
official noted, Mr. Netanyahu declared that on the topic of 
Iran, officials should just “shut up.” 

“I think that’s good advice,” the American official said. 
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17. '26/11 Mumbai Incident Changed India's Security Matrix': Antony 
(ASIAN NEWS INTERNATIONAL 08 FEB 12) 

Visakhapatnam, Andhra Pradesh -Stating that 26/11 
changed India's security matrix, Defence Minister A.K. 
Antony has said that the entire nation now acknowledged the 
critical requirement of maritime security and the important 
role of the Indian Navy. 

Antony, who spent two days with the Indian Navy on 
Tuesday and Wednesday, was given a glimpse of the 
expansive scope and scale of the Indian Navy's annual Theatre 
Level Readiness and Operational Exercise (TROPEX). 

He was briefed along with the Chief of Naval Staff 
Admiral NirmalVerma and the Flag Officer Commanding-in-
Chief, Eastern Naval Command Vice Admiral AK Chopra in 
company. 

During the two-day naval exercise, two completely 
networked fleets, widely dispersed across seas in the Indian 
Ocean, operated in a dense electronic environment, 
showcasing their professional and technical proficiency. 

New platforms, weapons sensors, communication systems 
and tactics were tested and optimized. Over forty surface 
combatants of various classes, submarines and a large number 
of aircraft, including UAVs participated in the exercise. 

The exercise had a jointmanship element as IAF aircraft 
such as AWACS, Sukhois, Mirages and Jaguars also 
participated. 

'No Limits', the motto of INS Shivalik, where the Defence 
Minister first landed, best described the scale of the naval 
exercise. 

Antony witnessed the INS Shivalik execute various 
evolutions, including a 'surface gun shoot' and a Jackstay with 
the INS Shakti in copybook fashion. 

The quick integration of new ships was a reflection of the 
Indian Navy's operational and training professionalism. 

Antony also witnessed the navy's future ready network 
enabled force on a visit to INS Viraat. 

Antony witnessed first hand, the potency of the upgraded 
Sea Harriers, particularly in a networked environment. 

The Defence Minister witnessed the successful 
interception of a fast, low flying, surface-to-surface missile by 
a SAM. A clear full moon might provided an idyllic setting for 
this demonstration of power and professionalism. 

Antony saw a successful and impressive launch of the 
Brahmos, supersonic long range anti shipping missile, from a 
recently upgraded Ranvir class destroyer. This was 
particularly satisfying as the launch of the missile was an 
affirmation of India's indigenous weapon capabilities. 

Addressing the 'Viraatees', Antony said he was "very very 
happy to be on India's most prestigious INS Viraat.” 

"By early next year, the Indian Navy is likely to operate 
one more aircraft carrier, Vikramaditya, and the Indigenous 
Aircraft Carrier some years later," he added. 

Complimenting the naval officers and ensigns for their 
professionalism, Antony said: "Wherever we go (abroad), the 
Indian Navy is the most sought after service. Numerous 
countries want more cooperation with the Indian Navy." 

He also acknowledged the navy's difficult working 
conditions by saying, "I assure you one by one, we are 
improving your service conditions and living conditions.” 

He assured the naval personnel that he would do 
"whatever is humanly possible" to improve their conditions of 
service. 

Antony said: "The Indian Navy is increasing its capability 
to meet their ever increasing challenges and responsibility 
successfully. The country is proud of the capabilities and 
dedication of the Indian Navy." 

"We can be confident that maritime security including 
coastal security of our country is in the safe hands of the 
Indian Navy," he added. 

TROPEX 2012 will continue over the next few days. 
Return to Index 
 

18. Navy, Air Force Stage Network-Centric Exercise 
TROPEX tested new defence acquisitions in a dense electronic environment 
(THE HINDU 09 FEB 12) 

NEW DELHI - The Navy on Wednesday staged a 
network-centric exercise off the Southern coast and displayed 
cooperation the Indian Air Force in its annual TROPEX 
(Theatre-level Readiness and Operational Exercise). The 
display was witnessed by Defence Minister A.K. Antony. 

Against the backdrop of the Indian Ocean, two broad but 
well-networked fleets provided a glimpse of the Forces' 
prowess and proficiency in operating their latest acquisitions 
in a dense electronic environment. 

Navy spokesperson Commander P.V.S. Satish said the 
exercise would test new platforms, weapons sensors, 

communication systems and tactics in order to optimise the 
network combat power of the fleet, which included over 40 
surface combatants of various classes, submarines and a large 
number of aircraft, including unmanned aerial vehicles. 

The Defence Minister, along with the Chief of Naval Staff 
Admiral Nirmal Verma and other senior officers of the Eastern 
Command, witnessed the exercise over two phases — night 
and day — as the two Forces performed in tandem. The Air 
Force fielded fighter aircraft in Sukhois, Mirage and Jaguars 
directed by Airborne Warning and Control System. For the 
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first time the exercise tested the air defence capability of the 
country. It is scheduled to go on for a few days. 

Combat Freefall 
Besides experiencing the potential of INS Shivalik and 

INS Shakti, Mr. Antony watched the successful interception of 
a fast, low-flying surface-to-surface missile by a surface-to-air 
missile on a moonlit night as also an air power demonstration 
by aircraft carrier INS Viraat and a professional mid-sea 
execution of a combat freefall technique by Marine 
Commandoes on the flight deck. 

In addition, the Navy showed the ability of upgraded Sea 
Harriers which included extended range through mid-air 
refuelling and beyond-visual-range missiles. Mr. Antony also 
witnessed the launch of BrahMos supersonic long-range anti-
ship missile from a recently upgraded Ranvir class destroyer. 

In his address to the personnel on INS Viraat, Mr. Antony 
indicated that the second aircraft carrier, INS Vikramaditya 

(Admiral Gorshkov), currently being refurbished in Russia, 
would be delayed. He said it would join the Navy early next 
year. As per a reworked schedule, the carrier is to be handed 
over to India by 2012-end. 

Stating that 26/11 had changed the security matrix, Mr. 
Antony said, the country acknowledged critical requirement of 
maritime security and the Navy's importance. Complimenting 
the Navy for its professionalism, he said : “...Wherever we go 
[foreign countries], the Indian Navy is the most sought-after 
service...numerous countries want more cooperation…” 

The Minister noted that the Navy had been increasing its 
capability to meet the ever-increasing challenges and 
responsibilities and expressed confidence that the maritime 
security of the country was in safe hands. He returned to the 
Capital later on Wednesday. 
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19. Higher Speeds, Hired Guns Drive Somali Piracy Cost 
(REUTERS 08 FEB 12) ... Peter Apps 

LONDON - Somali piracy in the Indian Ocean costs the 
global economy some $7 billion a year, a study said on 
Wednesday, with ships forced to travel faster over longer 
routes and increasingly hire armed security guards. 

"The question for the shipping industry is how long this is 
sustainable," said Anna Bowden, program manager for the 
research by the U.S.-based One Earth Future foundation. 

For the last five years, a few hundred pirates sailing from 
a handful of towns in the Somali enclave of Puntland have 
pushed ever deeper into the Indian Ocean despite the dozens 
of international warships trying to stop them. 

The study showed world governments spending at least 
$1.3 billion trying to control the problem, a figure dwarfed by 
shipping industry costs estimated at up to $5.5 billion. 

The biggest single item was the $2.7 billion it costs for 
lone container ships to hurry through at much higher, and 
much less economic, speeds. Non-container ships with less 
flexibility to increase speed were adopting other costly 
strategies. 

Shippers also spent more than $1 billion on private 
security guards, often armed, a figure that was rising sharply, 
the study showed. Half of all ships were carrying guards by 
the end of last year, against an average of 25 percent for the 
whole year. 

That means the private security companies, many based in 
Britain or elsewhere in northern Europe, that combat the 
pirates were earning much more than the pirates themselves. 

Complacency Setting In? 
The report estimated the total paid in ransoms at $160 

million although the average ransom for a ship paid in 2011 
rose from $4 million to $5 million. 

Whilst slightly fewer ships were taken in 2011, the 
amount of time vessels and crews were held hostage kept 

increasing, as did the level of violence used in attacks and 
against hostages. 

Nonetheless, protective measures have proved relatively 
effective, the study said. So far, pirates have never seized a 
ship travelling faster than 18 knots. Armed private security 
guards also had a 100 percent success rate in protecting ships. 

Shippers have added barb wire and an array of other 
measures to vessels, including "citadels" - armored safe rooms 
in which crews can shelter from attack until naval help arrives. 

That has helped bring down insurance premiums, 
although shippers are still paying some $635 million in extra 
premiums. 

Re-routing ships to hug the Indian coast to avoid the 
mostly unpatrolled Indian Ocean cost $486-680 million. 
Crews demanded some $195 million in higher wages to transit 
the region. 

"A major risk for 2012 is that complacency sets in if we 
think piracy is now under control," said Jens Vestergaard 
Madsen, a senior researcher on the project. "Pirates were less 
successful in 2011, but the piracy problem is still not resolved. 
Ninety nine percent of these costs are spent mitigating the 
problem, not resolving it." 

In its first attempt to put a price tag on Somali piracy a 
year ago, the foundation estimated an annual global cost of $7-
12 billion. 

This year's estimate was at the lower end of that range 
partly because of a better dataset and partly because some 
numbers used earlier, such as estimates from insurance firms 
of ransom costs, appeared unrealistically high, the authors 
said. 

The full report can be found at 
http://oceansbeyondpiracy.org/ 

View Full Report (PDF) 
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20. Russian Navy To Drop Lada Class Subs – CinC Vysotsky 
(RIA NOVOSTI 09 FEB 12) 

MOSCOW - The Russian Navy has decided against 
construction of Lada class submarines (Project 677) and will 
instead modernize its existing boats, Navy Commander-in-

Chief Adm. Vladimir Vysotsky said in an interview with RIA 
Novosti. 
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The design of the diesel-electric Lada class was 
completed at the end of the 1990s, but none of the planned 
boats have entered service, although the lead ship in the class, 
the Saint Petersburg, is undergoing trials with the Baltic Fleet, 
Vysotsky said. 

“The Russian Navy does not need the Lada in its current 
form,” he said. 

Vysotsky also said the first the non-nuclear Russian 
submarine with anaerobic propulsion may begin trials in 2014. 

Currently all of Russia’s submarines are either nuclear or 
diesel-electric powered. 

“It is entirely possible we will receive a test version of an 
air-independent power plant in the next few years. On boats of 
the Lada class, two of which are already laid down. Trials may 
begin in 2014. That is absolutely realistic,” he said. 

In addition, all of Russia’s active strategic submarines 
will be armed with Liner ballistic missiles, an advanced 
version of the Sineva missile, Vysotsky said. 

“For now only those on combat patrol in the Pacific 
Ocean are equipped with them. But in future all our active 
strategic submarines - Delfin and Kalmar (Delta III and Delta 
IV) - will be armed with these missiles,” he said. 

Construction of a new aircraft carrier will begin before 
2020, Vysotsky said. 

“Actual construction of the ship will begin before 2020 
and will be completed after 2020. The design of the new 
carrier complex will be determined in the course of two years, 
by 2014,” he said. 

The Admiral Kuznetsov is currently the Russian Navy’s 
only active aircraft carrier. 

Vysotsky confirmed that the Bulava ballistic missile and 
the strategic nuclear submarine Yury Dolgoruky would enter 
service simultaneously this year. 
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21. UK Will Not Decide F-35 Numbers Before 2015 
(REUTERS 08 FEB 12) ... Rhys Jones and Mohammed Abbas/Reuters 

LONDON - Britain has deferred to 2015 a firm 
commitment on how many Lockheed Martin F-35 Joint Strike 
Fighters it will buy, adding to uncertainties over the 
multinational program which has recently been questioned in 
the U.S. Congress. 

“We will not make final decisions on the overall number 
of aircraft we will order before the next planned Strategic 
Defense Review (in 2015),” a Defense Ministry spokeswoman 
said Feb. 7, adding an initial order would be placed next year. 

The F-35 project ranks as the most expensive U.S. arms 
program but has been criticized for cost overruns at a time 
when next week’s U.S. fiscal 2013 budget plan is expected to 
postpone funding for 179 warplanes until after 2017—a move 
that has prompted international partners to question their own 
procurement plans. 

Britain in 2001 committed to buy 138 of the multirole 
stealth aircraft, but the current coalition government in its 
2010 defense review said it would cut the number of F-35s it 
had on order without saying by how many. 

Britain has so far placed a firm order with Lockheed for 
three F-35 test and evaluation aircraft costing $632 million. 

A spokesman for Lockheed, the top U.S. defense 
contractor, said Britain’s total order had not been revised 
down and remained at 138. Britain was due to receive its first 
F-35 in June. 

Other partners in the project include Canada, Denmark, 
the Netherlands and Norway. 

While there have been reports Britain will cut its order to 
50 F-35s, the Defense Ministry said it did not recognize that 
figure. Expectations for the number of F-35s Britain will 
eventually order have been curtailed since the ministry’s 
decision to use only one aircraft carrier, which will routinely 
have 12 fast jets embarked for operations, while retaining a 
capacity to deploy up to 36. 

In the U.S., cuts to the F-35 program are part of the 
Pentagon’s plan to start implementing $487 billion in defense 
spending reductions over the next decade. 
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22. Missile Systems, Patrol Ships On Belgium’s ‘Urgent’ List 
(DEFENSE NEWS 08 FEB 12) ... Julian Hale 

BRUSSELS — Belgium Defence Minister Pieter De 
Crem has put on his list of “urgent new programs” the 
purchase of AFAB-MR (anti-fortification and anti-armored 
vehicle) medium-range missile systems (up to 2,500 meters) to 
replace its Milan weapon system and two coastal patrol ships. 

Other urgent priorities include buying 111 short-range (up 
to a few hundred meters) anti-fortification and anti-armored 
vehicle missile systems with night vision and 238 projectiles; 
a personal defense weapon to replace the 9mm GP pistol that 
dates to the 1950s; and replacing fire service vehicles for the 
Air Force. 

In the medium term, De Crem wants to replace non-
armored jeeps used by paratroopers with rapid-reaction 
vehicles. In a vision statement released in January, De Crem 
stresses that a number of projects need to be achievable in the 
short term. These are: 

 Taking part in the Multinational Space-based 
Imaging System project with France and Spain. 

 Buying and installing 70 overhead weapon systems 
for the Light Multipurpose Vehicle. 

 Looking for international partners to be involved in 
the maintenance and operation of NH90 helicopters 
(likely to include the Netherlands. Belgium has a 
frigate, the Leopold, adapted to accept Dutch 
NH90s.) 

 Buying armored infantry vehicles and 61 
Multipurpose Protected Vehicles (the Dingo, the 
same vehicle used by Belgium’s main partner, 
Germany, in northern Afghanistan). 

Long-term plans include replacing the F-16s, the 
country’s anti-mine capacity and M-Frigates. In an interview 
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with Belgian newspaper Le Soir in late January, De Crem 
noted that countries such as Denmark, the Netherlands, 
Sweden and Norway have a similar timetable for replacing 
their fighter planes. 

“Do we still need [in Belgium] 60 machines? Shouldn’t 
we buy together, for example with the Dutch and the Danes? I 
am convinced — almost certain — that the purchase of the 
successor to the F-16 will be a pooled purchase,” he said. 

In his vision statement, De Crem also said the Belgian-
Dutch cooperation agreement is a “reference par excellence” 
for multinational cooperation and that the Ministry of Defence 
will move toward standardizing equipment. 

“In this context, it will prioritize multinational 
cooperation for the implementation, management, 
configuration and evolution of equipment, especially for the 
NH90 and A400M programmes,” he wrote. 

As for concrete pooling and sharing plans with other EU 
countries, Kurt Verwilligen, De Crem’s spokesman, said 
Belgium “is waiting for the results of European Defence 
Agency proposals in 11 areas.” 

The overall budget for defense spending is about 2.8 
million euros ($3.7 million), 60 percent of which tends to be 
related to personnel costs. Verwilligen said he did not know 
the amount allocated specifically to defense investment. 
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PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
23. Motor Vehicle Safety Is A Top Priority For NAVSAFECEN 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 08 FEB 12) ... April Phillips, Naval Safety Center Public Affairs 

NORFOLK -- The Naval Safety Center (NAVSAFECEN) 
offers resources to help manage driving risks. 

Fiscal year 2011 was the safest on record in terms of four-
wheel motor vehicle fatalities. Car and truck operators did a 
great job of managing the risks of driving. However, mid-way 
through the second quarter of FY 2012, fatalities are in danger 
of creeping back up. 

As of Feb. 1, 2012, four Sailors have lost their lives in 
four-wheel personal motor vehicle (PMV4) fatalities 
compared to one at the same time in 2011. Motorcycle fatality 
rates are static, with three so far this fiscal year - the same as 
last year at this time. 

NAVSAFECEN's Command Master Chief Dominick 
Torchia recently released a "Safety Broadcast," a one-page 
fact sheet outlining timely information about various trending 
topics. His most recent covers PMV statistics, risk factors, and 
resources for improvement. 

"While we made big strides in reducing the number of 
four-wheel motor vehicle fatalities last year, this is no time to 
declare victory," Torchia said. "Be aware of the biggest risk 
factors - speed, alcohol, fatigue, ejection and distractions - and 
do everything you can to manage those risks." 

Those risk factors - speed, alcohol, fatigue and ejections 
(lack of seat belts) and distractions (SAFE-D) - account for the 

vast majority of motor vehicle mishaps in the Navy and 
nationwide. Motorcycle fatalities are also a continuing 
concern, with their own set of risk factors. However, the 
biggest risk factor Sailors face is completely within their 
control - training. 

"The biggest challenge we face is closing the last tactical 
mile with regard to advanced motorcycle training," Torchia 
said. "Every sportbike rider is required to take the Military 
Sportbike Rider Course (MSRC), but right now there are 
about 2,000 sportbike riders who have not completed it. This 
training has proven value. Nine out of 12 sportbike riders who 
died in FY11 had not attended the course." 

Torchia said the MSRC is provided at no cost to Sailors 
and is designed to be completed during the workday. No leave 
is required to attend the course. It covers both the different 
physical handling characteristics and the required mental 
attitudes for safe operation of these high-performance 
machines. 

The MSRC was created after a spike in motorcycle 
fatalities in 2008, when 33 Sailors lost their lives while riding. 
After an initial training push, the number fell to 13 in FY2010, 
but crept up slightly to 16 in FY11. Eliminating all 
preventable PMV fatalities remains a top priority for 
NAVSAFECEN. 
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24. Navy Separation Process Leaves Sailors In The Dark 
(STARS AND STRIPES 07 FEB 12) ... Matthew M. Burke 

SASEBO NAVAL BASE, Japan — In his first 2 1/2 
years in the Navy, Aeron Crouch jumped three ranks to 
second-class petty officer and appeared to be a rising star 
among the forward-deployed in the Pacific. He was a leader - 
motivated, tenacious, always improving and asking for more, 
tougher, responsibilities. 

His superiors use words like “excellent” and “genius” 
when describing the decorated 27-year-old Sailor. Yet the 
Navy says he’s no longer wanted. 

A bloated defense budget and the sluggish economic 
climate of the country have forced the Navy to downsize, and 
Crouch was one of 3,000 hand-picked Sailors to get caught in 
the crossfire. 

As the 8-year-veteran heads for the door, he is not only 
stung by the rejection and the daunting prospect of landing a 

scarce stateside job while overseas, but also by the news that 
he will never know why he was selected for separation 
through the force-trimming process known as the Enlisted 
Retention Board. 

“I want to know why I got picked,” he said from behind 
the operations desk in Sasebo last month. “I worked hard. I did 
everything I was told to be good in the Navy... I take pride in 
what I do. For my own self-improvement, what did I do that 
didn’t put me above the rest?” 

His feelings of betrayal are shared by others. 
Petty Officer First Class Vilaihan Vongkoth of the USS 

Essex, a single father of two, was also chosen for separation. 
Vongkoth had already made it through one force-cutting 

measure. Like all Sailors up for re-enlistment, he had to prove 
his worth under a program called Perform to Serve. Under the 
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program, the Navy determines who is a valued employee and, 
therefore, worthy of re-enlistment. 

After making it through, Vongkoth signed up for six more 
years of duty, was sent to school, and got new orders to 
Sasebo. 

“I thought I was already set,” Vongkoth said. “Then, I get 
a message saying I was not selected for retention. It’s a big 
shock for me still.” 

As the two men prepare to head back to two of the states 
hardest hit by the recession -- Crouch to Florida and Vongkoth 
to California -- they will likely never find closure: No records 
of the ERB deliberations are kept, according to Lt. Laura 
Stegherr, deputy public affairs officer for the Chief of Naval 
Personnel. 

“During the board, only the votes of board members were 
recorded and no transcriptions were made of board 
proceedings,” Stegherr wrote in an email response to Stars and 
Stripes. “[Board members] cannot disclose specifics of the 
board’s deliberations, and the specific discussions and 
proceedings that take place during these boards are strictly 
confidential and may not be disclosed at any time.” 

The board’s decisions seem to defy logic, Sailors at 
Sasebo Naval Base said. 

Many said they personally know Sailors who went before 
the ERB with failed weigh-ins, fewer commendations, less 
valuable specialty school training - and were retained. 
Stegherr declined to comment as to how the integrity of the 
process could be maintained without records of the 
deliberations. 

Crouch and Vongkoth criticized the Navy for acting like a 
careless corporation, using them during a time of war, only to 
hand out pink slips when the going got rough. 

Crouch stands to receive a severance of several thousand 
dollars but he said it won’t go far as he tries to start a new life. 

Vongkoth, 32, could fare a little better. Due to a provision 
included in the National Defense Authorization Act that was 
signed into law Dec. 31, Vongkoth could still receive 
retirement benefits that would have been due at 20 years of 
active service, including medical and commissary privileges, 
and a reduced monthly stipend - if he agrees to forgo his 
severance. However, he has to apply for the benefits, and there 
is no guarantee he will be approved. The Sailor just made the 
Sept. 1 cut off and will hit 15 years of active service in June. 

Crouch’s commanding officer, Capt. Charles Rock, said 
he was shocked when he was informed the former training 
supervisor and combat systems team trainer off the USS 
Wayne E. Meyer was chosen by the ERB. 

“He is one of those dependable Sailors, always doing 
great work, the kind of guy you rely on day in and day out,” 
Rock said, adding that Crouch might never get an answer to 
his questions, because he has “no distinguishing flaw.” 

Rock also was tasked with passing along the message to 
Vongkoth that he was selected for separation, because he 
arrived for duty at the base shortly before results of the ERB 
were released in November, and the Essex was at sea at the 
time. 

Rock and Capt. David Fluker, Vongkoth’s commanding 
officer onboard the Essex, said the Navy had to make some 
tough decisions with the ERB, because the longer a Sailor has 
stayed in and the more he or she advances, the more vetting is 
done, leaving Sailors with very few flaws for elimination. 

Fluker lost eight out of about 1,000 Sailors on his ship. 
“It’s so ultra-competitive” at that level, Fluker said. “The 

range is so tight.” 
Fluker said he had faith in the board’s fairness and its 

ability to spot signals and indicators to use in placing some 
Sailors above others. 

“It’s an extremely rigorous process,” he said. 
Due in part to low attrition, the Enlisted Retention Board 

was announced in April to trim the force to meet 
congressionally mandated strength quotas, Navy officials said 
at the time. The board reviewed 16,000 Sailors in pay grades 
E-4 to E-8 in 31 overmanned ratings, and by fall, chose about 
3,000 for separation. 

According to Navy directives, Sailors were to be flagged 
for separation due to substandard or declining performance, 
detachment for cause, revocation of security clearance, 
disciplinary problems, running afoul of the law, or -- if for no 
other reason -- to reach quota. Neither Crouch nor Vongkoth 
fit any of those categories except the last one. 

Crouch received three Navy and Marine Corps 
Achievement Medals, completed specialized training at 
expensive schools and got stellar evaluations. 

“Did they just put names in a hat and say, ‘This guy?’ ” 
Crouch said. “That’s what it seems like. There’s a real lack of 
information.” 

Vongkoth, who got out of another specialized hydraulics 
training school in September -- paid for by the military -- said 
he has a blemish-free record. Fluker declined to comment on 
the records of specific Sailors. However, Sailors in Sasebo 
said that being allowed to re-enlist after making it through 
Perform to Serve appears to back up Vongkoth’s claim. 

Fluker and Rock said the Navy tried to use a scalpel with 
its cuts, but it didn’t make it any easier for either of them. 

“I hope the ERB isn’t an enduring thing,” Rock said. 
Fluker said he had seen similar cuts after the end of the 

Cold War, and that they weren’t as deliberate. 
“Every Sailor is critical, and you can never have enough,” 

Fluker said. “You hate to lose anyone, but in our job, no one is 
irreplaceable.” 

Sailors have complained that the ERB process was 
convoluted and unfair. 

Crouch and Vongkoth were preparing for moves to new 
duty stations while trying to get their personnel files updated 
and ready for board review. Crouch said his high operational 
tempo limited his time to consider switching jobs or work on 
getting his records in order – something that moves at a snail’s 
pace in the Navy. 

The board added to confusion by pumping out directives 
exempting some Sailors and including others. Crouch said that 
as more and more Sailors were exempt from the process, he 
watched as his chances of being selected increased in his rate. 

Despite all of this, based on his record, Crouch believed 
he was safe. The board’s precepts said they were targeting 
Sailors with spotty records. 

Vongkoth had made it through the scrutiny of Perform to 
Serve and figured there was no way he could be dismissed. 

“How do I get approved for one and not the other?” he 
asked. 

Crouch’s first reaction was disbelief, followed by anger. 
He had volunteered and served honorably during a time of 
war, and he was being cut loose. 
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“Try explaining that to your family,” Crouch said. 
“They’re like, ‘So you got fired?’ I’m like, ‘Well not really. 
Kind of. I got laid off.’ Nobody really understands unless 
you’ve been in the Navy or military.” 

Crouch – under contract until 2014 -- has trouble hiding 
his dissatisfaction with the process and the fact that the Navy 
is breaching that contract. 

“As it stands right now, I just wasted the last eight years 
of my life,” he said. 

Crouch, Vongkoth and some Sailors who were up for the 
board but were spared talked recently about the anxiety of 
facing cuts while working with a high-operational tempo -- 
believing they could be dismissed at any time. 

“There’s no real security” in the Navy, Vongkoth said. 
Petty Officer 2nd Class Erik Ledyard, who survived this 

year’s board, said while he can’t believe Crouch was chosen, 
he is glad he was not; his wife is pregnant. 

Ledyard said he has started to make changes in case he is 
chosen later for separation, such as putting money aside and 
curbing spending. Despite Navy officials saying no ERB will 
be convened next year, he said he will surely face Perform to 
Serve soon. 

Despite their frustration and anger, Crouch and Vongkoth 
said that the transition assistance program set up by the Navy 
to navigate separation has been very helpful. There are move-
planning websites, calendars and checklists; workshops on 
resume writing; and job fairs. Crouch said it helps if Sailors 
include their spouses each step of the way. Crouch and 

Vongkoth said that their commands have provided timely 
information and support. 

Crouch said people feel bad for those singled out, but the 
Sailors believe the Navy could have done more to explain the 
board process and its decisions. 

As the days go by, Crouch said he gets more and more 
used to a future without the Navy, whether that will be 
working for a contractor or struggling to stay afloat while 
finishing his college degree. He worries about taking care of 
his wife, he said. He is due to receive severance from the 
Navy based on his pay rate and years of service – about 
$25,000 before taxes -- but will only have paid health 
insurance for 180 days. 

Vongkoth said he feels lucky that he is one of nearly 300 
Sailors due for separation who will be considered to receive 
retirement benefits through the Temporary Early Retirement 
Authority. But as a single father with two children, he worries 
about finding full-time work. He said while he scours the state 
of California for a job, his kids will spend a lot of time with 
their grandparents. 

While the men remain relatively positive, a cloud 
constantly looms overhead. 

“I know I’ll be all right,” said Crouch, sounding a bit 
unsure. “I fancy myself as a fairly intelligent person. The 
question is, what am I going to do with my family when I get 
back to the States?” 

“Can we live off the post 9/11 G.I. Bill? Maybe,” he said. 
“But I don’t know for how long.” 
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FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
25. Aviation And Military Biofuels: New Thinking On Finance, Fuels 
(BIOFUELS DIGEST 08 FEB 12) ... Jim Lane 

The U.S. Navy, and a group of international airlines, 
struggle to foster sustainable, affordable aviation biofuels — 
the Navy for warfighting, the airlines for carbon-fighting. 

New thinking in finance may finally clear the runways for 
take-off. 

While most of the United States was focused on the 2012 
Super Bowl, the CSPAN television network snuck a revealing 
interview from Brian Lamb with Secretary of the Navy, 
former Mississippi governor (and ambassador to Saudi 
Arabia) Ray Mabus, onto the airwaves last Sunday night. 

In the interview, Mabus revealed the influence which his 
tenure as U.S. ambassador to Saudi Arabia had on his thinking 
regarding the U.S. military and its energy platforms. 

U.S. Navy Secretary Ray Mabus’ Perspective On 
Energy Security, Warfighting 

“Oil, energy, it’s something I brought into this job [as 
Secretary of the Navy] and how we really shouldn’t be as 
dependent on foreign sources of our energy as we are today 
and it was driven home very loud and clear not only in Saudi 
Arabia, but in that part of the world. 

Mabus restated his five-point plan for the Navy’s 
transition to new energy by 2020. 

“We are too dependent on either potentially or actually 
volatile places on earth to get our energy. Now we’re 
susceptible to supply shocks and even if we’ve got enough, 
we’re susceptible to price shocks. I mean when the Libya 
situation started and the price of oil went up $40 a barrel, that 

was almost a billion dollars additional fuel bill for the U.S. 
Navy.” 

Mabus pointed out that the oil shocks cost the U.S. Navy 
in terms of readiness and operation. “The only place we’ve got 
to go get that money is operations or training, so our ships 
steam less, our planes fly less, we train our Sailors and 
Marines less.” 

His focus, he insists, is not on the adoption of renewable 
energy for reasons of reducing carbon emissions, but U.S. 
naval preparedness. “We’re moving away from it for one 
reason, that is it makes us better war fighters. We would never 
give these countries the opportunities to build our ships, our 
aircraft, our ground vehicles, but we give them a vote in 
whether those ships sail and whether those aircraft fly or those 
ground vehicles operate when we allow them to set the price 
and the supply of our energy and we’ve just got to move away 
from it.” 

But he did point to the U.S. Navy’s role in moving the 
country to new energy platforms, throughout its history. “The 
Navy has led this country in changing energy for a long time 
now, ” he said. 

The Naysayers 
“In the 1850s, we went from sail to coal. In the early part 

of the 20th century, we went from coal to oil. In the 50s, we 
pioneered nuclear. We were the first service, first people to 
ever use nuclear power for transportation. And now, we’re 
changing it again. And every single time, from the 1850s to 
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today, you’ve got nay sayers, they say you’re trading one form 
of energy that you know about, that’s predictable, that’s 
affordable for another that’s not and you just shouldn’t do it. 
And every single time, they’ve been wrong and I’m absolutely 
confident they’re going to be wrong again. 

Mabus restated the Navy’s commitment, specifically, to 
biofuels for marine and aviation fuel. “We just made the 
largest purchase of biofuel, we think in American history. 
We’ve certified all our aircraft, every aircraft the Navy and 
Marine Corp fly for biofuels. We’re doing the same thing with 
our surface fleet today. We’ve got an F-18, the Hornet, that’s 
flown 1.7 times the speed of sound using a 50/50 mix of 
biofuel and aviation gas. 

“We’re looking at second and third generation biofuels 
made from algae, made from things like camelina, which is an 
inedible part of the mustard family and the main source of this 
big biofuel purchase came from inedible grease that came 
from Tyson foods, from cooking chicken basically. So we’re – 
we don’t have a specific technology in mind, we just need the 
energy. 

The Obama Administration’s $510M Commitment To 
Fostering Commercial-Scale Biofuels For Military Use 

The centerpiece of the Navy’s fuels strategy in the near-
term: a Green Strike Group, powered by renewable diesel-
electric engines, nuclear power and aviation biofuels, is able to 
operate independent of fossil fuel supply line threat or 
disruption. 

The group contains a supercarrier; a carrier air wing of 65 
to 70 aircraft; Ticonderoga class, Aegis guided missile 
cruisers; a destroyer squadron; two attack submarines, and a 
combined ammunition, oiler and supply ship. 

The Defense Production Act And Aviation Biofuels 
To ensure that a commercial market for advanced biofuels 

developed, the U.S. Government recently invoked the Defense 
Production Act of 1950, issuing a presidential finding the 
advanced biofuels were total to national security. 

The DPA authorizes the President and Congress to 
directly invest in the commercialization of vital defense 
technologies that would otherwise not reach (or too slowly 
reach) commercial-scale production at affordable prices. In a 
joint announcement by DOE, USDA and the U.S. Navy, each 
branch of government is making available $170 million in 
previously authorized funding, and expects that figure to be 
matched at least 1:1 by the private sector, to provide $1 billion 
towards commercialization of advanced biofuels. 

However, the U.S. House has voted not to approve the 
Navy’s use of existing appropriations to fund its commitment, 
and the DOE has not yet won approval for its commitment, 
which would be funded out of its 2012 budget request. 

New Ideas For The Financing Aviation Biofuels 
Here at the Digest, we continue to see the struggles of 

early-stage biofuels companies to final commercial-scale 
scale-up of their technologies. The venture capital community 
generally funds the pilot and demonstration stages of 
development – and project finance is generally available for 

the second commercial-scale project. But who funds the first 
commercial projects – especially if the U.S. governments DPA 
strategy fails? 

Our take: get creative. For example, why could airlines, 
that are urgently seeking affordable aviation biofuels, provide 
the financing, in the form of advanced payments for aviation 
biofuel orders? 

Here’s how such a scheme might work. 

 Step 1. A consortium of 10 airlines each provide $30 
million, which will ultimately pay for 7.5 million 
gallon initial orders at $4 per gallon, for each airline. 
The cash is provided in the form of a three-year 
construction loan, payable at the airline’s own cost of 
capital. Investors in the advanced biofuels company 
provide the project equity of around $100 million. 

 Step 2. Working with the USDA, the project secures 
a 15-year, affordable feedstock supply; the airlines 
provide 15-year off take contracts, with the U.S. 
Navy providing a backup off take guarantee on the 
full faith and credit of the United States. 

 Step 3. A 38 million-gallon advanced aviation 
biofuel facility is constructed using the airline 
financing and project equity. 

 Step 4. Following completion, start-up and 
demonstration of the facility – essentially, taking out 
the technology risk – the project is refinanced at 
commercially-viable rates using the traditional 
project lending sources, or the bond market. 

 Step 5. The airline’s debt portion is converted to pre-
paid orders, and the 38 million gallon facility delivers 
75 million gallons of fuel to the airline buyers over a 
two-year period. 

 Step 6. Following completion of step four, the 
project moves to a “business as usual” relationship 
with its buyers. 

Would such a step work? Bright financial minds can say 
better. But it does provide a financing vehicle without a U.S. 
government loan guarantee, or direct U.S. investment – and 
delivers commercial-scale aviation biofuels to the market 
within five years. Such a scheme could be repeated to achieve 
the scale necessary to meet military and aviation needs, and 
could be duplicated in other countries. 

Military And Aviation Biofuels Markets Day At The 
Advanced Biofuels Leadership Conference 

We’ll be discussing creative financing, fuel development, 
supply chain and operations in the Digest’s annual Advanced 
Biofuels Leadership Conference, where we have just 
announced our speaker line-up for Military and Aviation 
Biofuels Markets, our special one-day session planned in 
collaboration with the Commercial Aviation Alternative Fuels 
Initiative (CAAFI) and Airlines for America. 

View transcript of the complete interview (16 Pages) 
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26. U.S. Defense Budget To Emphasize Asia-Pacific 
(AVIATION WEEK 08 FEB 12) ... Amy Butler, David Fulghum 

WASHINGTON - The Pentagon’s forthcoming $613.4 
billion funding request for next year outlines a series of 
significant cuts—and hints at operational sacrifices—but 
several questions remain unanswered about what is ahead as 
defense spending flattens. 

This budget request is designed not only to slice $487 
billion over 10 years, as required by the Budget Control Act, 
but to shift the Pentagon’s focus to the Asia-Pacific region 
while reducing the U.S. presence in Europe, in accordance 
with the White House’s new military strategy. 

The U.S. Navy plans to procure its first afloat staging 
base, a massive sea-based platform capable of housing special 
operations forces, intelligence-collection systems (such as 
unmanned air systems), short-takeoff-and-vertical-landing 
fighters and rotary-wing aircraft. Though this concept has 
been on the table for a decade, it appears to have gotten 
traction recently as the Pentagon turns its focus east. 

To support a renewed emphasis on defeating anti-access 
challenges, the Pentagon will continue a second year of 
funding for a new bomber, a longtime goal of the U.S. Air 
Force, though a figure has not been provided. The existing 
force structure of 20 stealthy B-2s, 68 B-1s and 94 B-52s will 
also stay intact. In addition, the Navy plans to boost the 
capability of its submarines to launch advanced cruise missiles 
and design a conventional strike missile deployable from 
submarines originally proposed by the George W. Bush 
administration, that met with congressional resistance. 

These details were provided by Defense Secretary Leon 
Panetta and other senior Pentagon leaders during a rare budget 
request preview last month; the actual proposal will be sent to 
Congress Feb. 13. 

In contrast to the focus on strategic forces, the Air Force’s 
tactical aircraft and airlifters are being trimmed. The service 
plans to shutter six of 60 tactical aircraft squadrons—123 
fighters, including 102 A-10s and 21 old F-16s—as well as an 
additional training squadron. This will leave 246 A-10s in the 
fleet. “None of that will impact our ability to dominate the 
skies,” Panetta says, though Air Force leaders have warned 
that retiring fighters, especially after a previous cut of 250 
airframes, does jeopardize the capability to quickly execute 
some missions. 

Panetta also proposes reducing the U.S. Army and Marine 
Corps end strengths following the conclusion of combat 
operations in Iraq and as activities in Afghanistan wind down. 
This is prompting planners to cut back on their airlift fleet. 

The Air Force plans to mothball $1.04 billion worth of 
brand new L-3 Communications/Alenia North America C-
27Js and instead provide the time-sensitive, direct airlift 
support to ground troops using USAF C-130s. The Pentagon’s 
justification is that the C-27J, a small aircraft desired largely 
by the Army as a Sherpa replacement, was not required. “We 
did not experience the anticipated airfield constraints for C-
130 operations in Afghanistan and expect these constraints to 
be marginal in future scenarios,” a Pentagon white paper 
states. Thirteen of the 38 of the aircraft that have been 
delivered could be eligible for sale to an ally but will likely be 
put into storage in the near term; the cost of this has not been 
released. 

Army officials are disappointed by the storing of the C-
27Js and have complained of lackluster support for their 
urgent needs in Afghanistan. Gens. Ray Odierno and Norton 
Schwartz, chiefs of staff for the Army and Air Force, 
respectively, signed a memorandum of understanding late last 
month outlining how the direct-support airlift mission would 
be handled in the future. Odierno was the commander of 
forces in Iraq when the Air Force led an experiment to 
compare use of the C-27J and C-130. “I thought it was a very 
successful test. So ... I’m comfortable with that,” he says. 
“We’ll mitigate the loss of the C-27. I’m not sure we’ll be able 
to completely mitigate it, but that will help at least, as we’re 
deployed, to mitigate that problem.” 

Sixty-five older Lockheed Martin -C-130s will be retired, 
leaving a fleet of 318 of the aircraft; another 27 of the 
company’s C-5As will be retired as well. This will leave the 
Air Force with 52 modified C-5Ms, and 222 Boeing C-17s 
capable of handling strategic airlift missions. 

Meanwhile, the Army and Air Force are putting off some 
helicopter modernization plans. The Army remains committed 
to its purchases of Boeing Chinooks and Apaches as well as 
EADS Lakotas. Though details are not yet out, these efforts 
are slowing. “We’re very comfortable with that because of the 
reset that we’re doing with all our aviation assets as they come 
out of the war zones in Iraq and Afghanistan,” Odierno says. 
“We are still continuing to modernize our fleet, but it’ll be at a 
bit of a slower pace.” 

Still unclear is whether the Army will set aside money to 
move ahead with an armed scout helicopter. The service is 
awaiting approval from acting Pentagon procurement czar 
Frank Kendall to move forward with a demo of candidate 
aircraft this spring, but there is no clear path for a follow-on 
procurement. 

The Air Force has shelved plans in the near term for a 
Common Vertical Lift Support Program helo, which was 
being eyed as a replacement for aging Hueys used for 
executive lift and missile field support work. 

The Air Force’s space programs, many of which had a 
decade of problematic progress, largely got a pass. The 
exception is Northrop Grumman’s $427 million Defense 
Weather Satellite System (DWSS), which the Pentagon is 
terminating; a stop-work order has already been issued owing 
to a cut in the fiscal 2012 budget. The Pentagon says DWSS is 
“premature to need,” although some may argue a new weather 
satellite could be needed as soon as 2018. It is unclear whether 
the Navy’s Mobile User Objective System, a project to 
develop a new UHF satellite constellation, will move forward 
in light of problems with a new payload. 

The Pentagon plans to continue funding for the European 
Phased Adaptive Approach missile defense architecture, 
though it will “accept some risk in deployable regional missile 
defenses” while relying more on allies to provide such a 
capability. This could point to additional sales of both the 
PAC-3 and Terminal High-Altitude Air Defense (Thaad) 
systems abroad. Some questions for missile defense are 
whether the Missile Defense Agency plans to move forward 
with the Persistent Tracking Space System satellite 
constellation optimized for cold-target tracking as warheads 
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travel through space and the so-called SM-3 IIB, designed for 
early intercept of ballistic missiles. 

Though they are in high demand, intelligence assets will 
not go unscathed. The Global Hawk Block 30 is proposed for 
mothballing and termination (see p. 34), 11 RC-26s will be 
retired and a battle-damaged E8-C will not be repaired, says 
Air Force Secretary Michael Donley. And the Raytheon-led 
Joint Land-Attack Cruise Missile Defense Elevated Netted 
Defense System (J-Lens), one of multiple Pentagon blimp-
type intelligence-collection efforts, will be curtailed. 

Air-launched weapons, which are often cut to pay for 
higher-priority needs, are included in the white paper as key 
requirements. Singled out are the upgraded 250-lb. Small-
Diameter Bomb II, which is being designed by Raytheon to 
attack moving targets regardless of weather. Also outlined is a 
need for improved air-to-air missiles, though it is unclear 
whether this is simply a nod to further upgrades to the AIM-
120 and AIM-9 series produced by Raytheon, or perhaps a 

move to a new capability. The Air Force has sought support 
for a next-generation missile that could combine the air-to-air 
capability of the Amraam with the air defense attack mission 
of the High-speed Anti-Radiation Missile (HARM) in a 
platform small enough to fit into the stealthy F-22 and F-35 
weapons bays, but its development is uncertain. 

Panetta is encouraging Congress to accept the 
forthcoming budget proposal as delivered, noting that it 
reflects a delicately balanced approach between reducing force 
numbers and maintaining readiness. In asking for a new round 
of Base Realignment and Closure (BRAC) facilities 
restructurings—which could impact the Air Force—Panetta 
says further savings could be identified by shedding unneeded 
facilities. 

“The savings we are proposing will impact on all 50 
states,” Panetta says. “This will be a test ... of whether 
reducing the deficit is about talk or about action.” 
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27. Marine Aviation Programs Navigate Budget Turbulence Amid Pentagon Cutbacks 
San Diego expected to fare well 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 08 FEB 12) ... Gretel C. Kovach 

As the Defense Department braces for at least $489 
billion in budget cuts over the next decade, the Marine Corps 
has prepared a plan for deeper manpower reductions but hopes 
to retain its major aviation programs, the head of Marine 
aviation said Wednesday. 

Lt. Gen. Terry Robling, deputy commandant for aviation, 
said he could not release specifics of the plan until the 
president and defense leaders speak to Congress next week, 
but San Diego will likely be relatively unscathed by the first 
round of reductions. 

The overall defense budget request for fiscal year 2013 
“is not pretty. We had to take some big cuts,” Robling told a 
meeting of the San Diego Military Advisory Council. In light 
of what he described as painful belt-tightening, “what we 
came up with was the most capable Marine Corps that the 
nation could afford at this time.” 

Last month, the Pentagon announced that the Marine 
Corps would have to reduce its active-duty end strength by 
20,000 Marines, from about 202,000 to 182,000, after combat 
operations end in Afghanistan in 2014. That is almost 5,000 
fewer Marines than the Corps had planned for in a force 
structure review late last year, but more than the Corps’ 
strength of about 173,000 before the Sept. 11 attacks. 

The Corps had planned last year for the smaller cut of 
about 15,000 Marines through deactivation of units affecting 
about 7,000 East Coast Marines and about half that number 
from the 1st Marine Expeditionary Force headquartered at 
Camp Pendleton. 

More units are expected to be deactivated to 
accommodate the additional drawdown, but Col. Sean Gibson, 
a spokesman for Marine Corps Combat Development 
Command, declined to comment Wednesday on which might 
be under consideration. 

So far, units from the West Coast force scheduled for 
elimination or relocation include HMLA-367, which is 
moving its Huey and Cobra helicopters from Camp Pendleton 
to Hawaii, and a company of Twentynine Palms tankers. 

Offsetting the changes, however, will be the 
commandant’s directive to fully staff operational units, which 
have been running with 88 percent to 90 percent manpower in 
recent years, Robling said. 

“For the manpower piece here in San Diego, the Marine 
Corps is actually going to be doing pretty good,” he said. 
“We’re going to be manned at more people in those units, so 
you won’t see much of a difference.” 

Miramar Marine Corps Air Station will be swapping 
several units in coming years and eventually will lose its 
Hornet training squadron when the new F-35 Joint Strike 
Fighter jet arrives in San Diego about a decade from now. 

“We’ve got aircraft transitioning, people moving and 
squadrons relocating to uphold the Marine Corps aviation plan 
as a whole,” said 1st Lt. Maureen Dooley, a spokeswoman for 
the 3rd Marine Aircraft Wing. But overall, “we’re not really 
losing personnel.” 

Whatever manpower reductions are made to the Corps 
will be handled through attrition and retirement, said Master 
Gunnery Sgt. Mark Oliva, public affairs chief for the 1st 
Marine Expeditionary Force. “You’re not going to see 3,500 
Marines get their pink slips tomorrow. 

“Does everyone always want more Marines? Sure. You 
could always use one more Marine, but we’re still at a very 
healthy level.” 

The national budget crisis comes at the worst possible 
time for the Corps as it phases in expensive, long-awaited 
aviation programs and repairs or replaces equipment battered 
after a decade of combat, Robling said. 

For example, the Navy purchased upgrades to the Hornet 
F/A-18 fighter jet, but the Corps made do with older models 
while waiting for development of the Joint Strike Fighter, 
which has been plagued by delays and cost overruns. 

Defense Secretary Leon Panetta removed the Marine 
variant of the stealth jet — which can take off on short 
runways and land vertically on amphibious assault ships — 
from probation last month after engineering fixes and 
favorable flight testing, a move criticized as “premature” by 
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Sens. Carl Levin, D-Mich., and John McCain, R-Ariz., the 
ranking members of the Senate Armed Services Committee. 

Despite the austere budget climate and the jet’s staggering 
price tag estimated at well over $100 million per aircraft, 
Robling said the Corps needs the full complement of 420 Joint 
Strike Fighters, including 80 of the Navy’s carrier variant. To 
make it more affordable, “we actually need to up the 
production ramp,” he said. By bringing down the per unit cost, 

“it becomes exactly the aircraft that this nation needs at a price 
that we can afford.” 

The Corps also plans to continue phasing in its Osprey V-
22s, the tilt rotor aircraft that can land like a helicopter and fly 
like a plane. By stretching the purchases over a longer period 
of time, the Corps hopes to acquire all 360 called for in its 
aviation plans. 
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28. Common Standards Evade Unmanned Ops, Admiral Says 
(AOL DEFENSE 08 FEB 12) ... Carlo Munoz 

WASHINGTON - Despite the tremendous impact 
unmanned systems are having on the battlefield, military 
leaders still struggle to get intelligence gathered from these 
systems into the hands of those who need it. 

The systems designed to stream raw data collected by the 
diverse fleet of unmanned systems in the field continued to 
hamstring combatant commanders and Pentagon leaders alike, 
Rear Adm. Bill Shannon, the Navy's program executive 
officer for unmanned aviation and strike weapons, said today. 
These systems are designed to handle the back-end of 
intelligence, surveillance and reconnaissance operations. 

The problem with those processing, exploitation and 
dissemination (PED) tools is that there is no commonality 
between the various systems build to do that job, Shannon 
said. It has become a monumental task to shift data between 
the various service-centric relay nodes that take data from 
UAS and move them into the PED cycle. Questions over who 
needs to have access to what data and how to move data 
across services have been hurdles for which DoD strategists 
have yet to find solutions. 

Top Pentagon brass began to tackle the problem in earnest 
in 2008, when then-Defense Secretary Robert Gates criticized 
the services -- particularly the Air Force -- for not providing 
enough UAS to combat commanders in Southwest Asia. 
During his speech at the Air War College, Gates infamously 
said getting UAS assets into the field was "like pulling teeth.” 
Shortly thereafter, all the services began flooding the seas and 
skies with unmanned systems. But that increase created 
problems for service intel analysts, who suddenly were 
inundated with reams of raw data collected by these new 
assets. That problem continues to this day, according to 
Shannon. 

Since then, steps have been taken to help streamline that 
PED process, the two-star admiral said. DoD has been mulling 
ways to establish a set of common protocols and processes to 
help ease pressure off of service analysts. Even with those 
changes, the systems managing the PED process are too tied to 
the specific services. The problem is that with the boom in 
UAS operations, the number of stakeholders DoD must please 
in developing a common PED process has skyrocketed, 
Shannon said. That is akin to "boiling the ocean" where it's 
almost guaranteed someone won't be satisfied. As DoD tries to 
wade its way through that process, the services have begun 
their own work to find commonality in their own UAS 
portfolios. 

Navy and Air Force leaders are already taking steps 
towards this goal. Service leaders are working on a common 
ground control station for the Air Force's Global Hawk and the 
Navy's Broad Area Maritime Surveillance UAS, based on the 
Global Hawk. Shannon's shop is looking at levels of 
commonality between UAS systems and the Navy's surface 
warships, he said. Those "levels of integration" could be key 
in getting ships and drones to work together. And Navy 
leaders are installing ISR support systems into their fleet of 
amphibious ships, Marine Corps Col. James Rector, program 
manager for small tactical UAS systems at Naval Air Systems 
Command said at the Association of Unmanned vehicle 
Systems International conference here today. 

ISR support systems, focusing on PED work, are being 
installed aboard the USS Gunston Hall and USS San Antonio, 
he said. The goal is to have a ship-based ISR support system 
for each Marine Expeditionary Unit in the service. These 
systems will support the new RQ21A Integrator, which will be 
the service's primary Small Tactical UAS system, once it's 
fully developed. 
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29. High-Speed Railgun Moves Forward, Despite Navy Budget Cuts 
(STARS AND STRIPES 09 FEB 12) ... Erik Slavin 

YOKOSUKA NAVAL BASE, Japan — The Navy is a 
small step closer to developing a shipborne electromagnetic 
railgun that could one day strike targets hundreds of miles 
away in less than six minutes. 

Researchers will soon test the first industrially made 
prototype of the railgun, which uses magnetic fields instead of 
chemicals to launch projectiles at speeds ranging from 4,500 
mph to 5,600 mph, the Office of Naval Research announced 
Monday. 

Program managers say the industrial prototype represents 
a step beyond the Navy laboratory-made model that set 
records in December 2010, when it fired using 33 megajoules 

of energy, or enough electricity to launch a projectile 100 
nautical miles. 

One megajoule of energy is equivalent to a 1-ton car 
traveling at 100 mph. 

The prototype’s delivery and development also 
demonstrate something equally important as its scientific 
advances — its resiliency to budget cuts. 

In October, Chief of Naval Operations Adm. Jonathan 
Greenert told Stars and Stripes that future weapons systems 
would be on the chopping block, as the Navy followed a 
Pentagon mandate to curtail spending. 
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“There are some technology investments that we have out 
there in future systems that have too high a risk 
technologically, that I’m not certain — in fact, that I know — 
we’re going to have to defer,” Greenert said at the time. “We 
can’t afford the luxury of continuing to subsidize that 
development.” 

Greenert did not specifically refer to the railgun, but it 
was clearly in the crosshairs; the Senate Armed Services 
Committee had voted to terminate the project. 

A budget deal struck with the House in December saved 
it, under the condition that the Navy provide a report to 
Congress on the system within six months. 

The program has cost more than $200 million since its 
inception in 2005, according to Senate reports. 

On Jan. 30, Naval Sea Systems Command awarded 
Raytheon, BAE Systems and General Atomics a $10 million 
contract to develop a pulsed power system that could be used 
for the railgun and other future systems. 

If developed on schedule, the power system would allow 
the railgun to fire six to 10 rounds per minute at a range of 200 
nautical miles by 2017, according to Office of Naval Research 
estimates. 

At that rate, the weapon would become useful in targeting 
not only ships and land targets, but enemy cruise and ballistic 
missiles. 

In January, the U.S. noted the “proliferation of ballistic 
missiles” as a particular concern in a strategic document 
signed by both President Barack Obama and Defense 
Secretary Leon Panetta. 

Researchers and engineers must still overcome multiple 
challenges before the railgun is ready for combat. The intense 
heat caused by the electricity as its forms the magnetic fields 
degrades the metal gun rails and poses potential risks to its 
operators. 

The Navy estimates that the weapon would be ready 
sometime between 2020 and 2025, barring any future budget 
cuts. 
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30. Kendall: Defense Department Aiming To Increase Foreign Arms Sales 
(INSIDE THE PENTAGON 09 FEB 12) ... Jason Sherman 

NEW YORK -- The Defense Department hopes to ratchet 
up foreign sales of U.S. weapons, a senior Pentagon official 
said Wednesday, seeking new deals that could advance 
numerous policy aims including higher procurement rates that 
would aid the U.S. military as it braces for a prolonged period 
of fiscal belt-tightening. 

Acting DOD acquisition chief Frank Kendall told Wall 
Street investors and defense industry executives that he is 
working with the Pentagon's top policy official -- who guides 
decisions about foreign military sales in cooperation with the 
State Department -- to find ways to facilitate more overseas 
deals. 

"We've always been supportive of FMS but I think we can 
up our game a little bit," Kendall said at a Feb. 8 aerospace 
and defense conference organized by Cowen and Company, an 
investment bank. "And maybe in some cases take a look at 
taking a little bit more risk then we've been willing to take in 
the past." 

Government-to-government sales of U.S. military 
equipment totaled $28.3 billion in fiscal year 2011, with 
Afghanistan, Taiwan and India accounting for more than 50 
percent of the total, according to the Defense Security 
Cooperation Agency, which manages foreign sales for the 
Pentagon. 

DSCA estimates it will secure foreign military sales worth 
$30.5 billion this fiscal year, which ends Sept. 30, a Pentagon 
official told InsideDefense.com Wednesday. If realized, that 
estimate would reflect a 2.1 percent increase over FY-11. 

The $30.5 billion "baseline" forecast does not include the 
$29.3 billion sale to Saudi Arabia of F-15 fighters and combat 
helicopters finalized in December. Once the Saudi deal -- an 
unusually large arms package -- is factored in, the Pentagon 
estimates foreign military sales in FY-12 will total $59.8 
billion, a previously unreported figure. 

"We're also going to be encouraging foreign military 
sales," Kendall said. "I'm spending more time now in foreign 
countries than I anticipated in this job. Part of that is to help 
with foreign sales." 

Kendall said selling U.S. military equipment can forge 
relationships with allies and partner nations. "They help 
everybody," he added. "They help us from a policy 
perspective, in terms of our relationship with our friends 
around the world . . . they obviously help in terms of 
economies of scale for our products [and] they help with 
interoperability at the operational level." 

The Pentagon, which must work closely with the State 
Department in drawing up potential foreign arms sales, 
believes such deals support national defense and foreign 
policy goals by helping allies acquire equipment and training 
needed to provide for their own defense while being 
interoperable with the United States during coalition 
operations. 

Last month, Defense Secretary Leon Panetta issued new 
strategic guidance designed to inform planned spending 
reductions of nearly $500 billion over the next decade, 
guidance that calls for the Pentagon to help build the capacity 
of partner militaries around the world. Asked Feb. 8 if that 
part of the guidance would lead to greater foreign military 
sales, Kendall said: "Yes, I would hope there would be," 
adding that he is working with James Miller, the acting under 
secretary of defense for policy, on options for increasing 
foreign sales. 

In FY-11, the top 10 buyers of U.S. military equipment 
through sales managed by the Pentagon were the Afghan 
Security Forces, accounting for $5.4 billion; Taiwan, $4.9 
billion; India, $4.5 billion; Australia, $3.9 billion; Saudi 
Arabia, $3.5 billion; Iraq, $2 billion; the United Arab 
Emirates, $1.5 billion; Israel, $1.4 billion; Japan, $500 
million; and Sweden, $500 million. 
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BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
31. Renovation Brings Navy Base Services Together 
(KITSAP SUN 08 FEB 12) ... Ed Friedrich 

BREMERTON — The Navy has transformed a World 
War II-era hospital wing into a convenient, efficient service 
center. 

Building 491, just inside Naval Base Kitsap's Naval 
Avenue gate, retained its regal brick facade, but the interior 
was renovated to accommodate educational, religious and 
financial offices. 

Oversized hallways? Gone. Patient rooms with 
bathrooms? Gone. Lead paint? Gone. Poor heating and 
lighting? Gone. The interior was stripped to the studs. 

Consolidated within the reconfigured facility are Navy 
College, Navy-Marine Corps Relief Society, Religious 
Enrichment Development Operations, chaplains, career 
counselors and voting assistance representatives. 

"We now have all of these services right in the middle of 
where everybody lives," base spokesman Tom Danaher said of 
the surrounding bachelor's quarters. 

A double ribbon-cutting Friday will celebrate completion 
of the $6.7 million remodel, along with a new $4.2 million 
child-care facility down the street. 

The Building 491 project, which began in December 
2010, presented historical preservation challenges for Gig 
Harbor's Washington Patriot Construction. The 1942 exterior 
had to be left intact except for the windows, which were 
replaced with blast-resistant and energy-efficient glass, said 
Zerah Florance, the company's Building 491 quality control 
manager. The windows are wrapped in tubular steel to keep 
them from blowing in, but it also made them harder to install 
because the building had shifted in 70 years. The exterior 
couldn't be changed, so a seismic upgrade was forced inside. 
Nearly 2-foot-deep window wells hint where the concrete 
below was widened and reinforced. 

Original green shingles were replaced with green 
shingles, copper flashing with copper flashing, copper roof 
vents reinstalled, and oak entrance doors restored. 

"I think it turned out great," said Florance, adding that 
some of the workers were born in the hospital. "It was really 
neat that the outside retained its original character." 

Navy College had been in Building 853, which will be 
torn down as part of this project. It's the umbrella over the 
Navy's many educational opportunities, the gateway to people 
getting into the right programs and classes. No longer must its 
employees plug in portable heaters to keep down the chill 
coming through electrical outlets. 

"This is probably the flagship of energy efficiency," said 
Gil Williams, Navy College site director. 

The program had four "semi-usable" classrooms; now, it 
boasts seven high-tech ones, including the only science lab on 
any Navy base in the country, Williams says. Its green metal 
cabinets, like many things from the old building, were 
recycled, from the hospital pharmacy. 

"This is huge," Glenn Karrmann, West Coast director of 
military education for Vincennes University, said of the lab. 
"This puts us head and shoulders in front of other bases in 
terms of what we can offer in science." 

Building 491 is available to anybody, especially during 
the day when there aren't classes going on. 

"You just have to get hold of us, and we'll make it work," 
Williams said. 

Putting all the support services together creates more 
visibility for the services and greater convenience for their 
customers. Lt. Mark Beaudet, a chaplain for Chaplain's 
Religious Enrichment Development Operations, said it's no 
longer difficult to find him, and he enjoys talking to Sailors en 
route to other services. 

The Navy-Marine Corps Relief Society was in Building 
491, left during the renovation, and came back. 

"It's 100 percent different, the whole layout" director 
Mary Kay said. "It is a smaller space, but a better-planned 
space." 

Employees of the nonprofit service, which relies largely 
on donations and volunteers, especially appreciate the 
openness and privacy, including two caseworker rooms. The 
group primarily provides emergency loans and grants, 
$525,000 last year alone. 

There are no kids yet at the base's new child development 
center, but March 12 the brick-and-board modular building 
will be teeming with 64 children up to 3 years old. 

"We're focused on the youngest children, where the 
greatest demand is," said Lynne Flynn, Naval Base Kitsap 
fleet and family readiness director. 

The center was built off site in 11 sections, brought on 
base and assembled. It features three age-appropriate 
playgrounds, adequate parking, in-floor heating, closed-circuit 
TV and pinch-proof doors. It's primarily for active-duty 
parents, but shipyard workers can sign up their youngsters if 
space is available. 
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32. Navy Exercises New Law To Withhold Maps Of Base Near Port Townsend 
(KITSAP (WA) SUN 08 FEB 12) ... Christopher Dunagan 

INDIAN ISLAND — The Navy has quickly embraced a 
new federal law that allows the secretary of defense to 
withhold information regarding "critical infrastructure" — 
including the potential location of explosives. 

Just as quickly, open-government groups in Washington 
state and across the country are clamoring for Congress to 
revise the new law. They want to ensure that the military fairly 
considers the public's need to know. 

The new law, approved by Congress as part of the 
Defense Authorization Bill, was signed by President Barack 

Obama on Dec. 31. It allows the secretary of defense or his 
designee to withhold "critical infrastructure security 
information," provided "the public interest consideration ... 
does not outweigh preventing disclosure of such information." 

A major problem with the new law is that it does not 
adequately define "critical infrastructure" and provides no way 
to appeal disclosure decisions, said Ken Bunting of the 
National Freedom of Information Coalition. 

"We don't need a sweeping exemption for anyone in 
government," Bunting said. "The government should never be 
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given carte blanche to withhold information without any way 
for the public to appeal." 

At the forefront of the debate is a request for specialized 
maps of Naval Magazine Indian Island near Port Townsend. 
The maps describe blast zones surrounding the Navy's 
ammunition depot. 

Seattle resident Glen Milner, who requested the maps, 
argues that residents living near Indian Island have a right to 
know whether they could be injured or their homes damaged 
by explosions, accidental or otherwise. Having the 
information, Milner says, could help residents prepare their 
property to avoid problems. 

The Navy has argued that the maps could allow someone 
with ill intent to identify the exact locations where munitions 
are stored. 

A lawsuit filed by Milner under the federal Freedom of 
Information Act made its way to the U.S. Supreme Court. The 
court ruled that the Navy could not refuse to disclose the 
information based on an exemption for "internal personnel 
rules and practices." The exemption — the second in the law 
— was so commonly used by federal agencies that it was 
given the nickname "High 2." 

The Milner case was returned to U.S. District Court in 
Seattle to determine whether another exemption might apply. 
The Navy is now asking the judge to condone nondisclosure 
under Exemption 7, which protects "information compiled for 
law enforcement purposes." The exemption could apply if the 
release of records "could reasonably be expected to endanger 
the life or physical safety of any individual." 

While a ruling on that exemption was pending before 
Judge John Coughenour, the Navy filed a notice of its intent to 
use the special military exemption for the first time. 

The notice filed by Assistant U.S. Attorney Peter Winn 
states, "As relevant to this case, the definition of critical 
infrastructure security information specifically includes 
'information regarding the securing and safeguarding of 
explosives ... including vulnerability assessments prepared by 

or on behalf of the Department of Defense, explosives safety 
information (including storage and handling) and other site-
specific information on or relating to installation security.'" 

Documents in question may be sensitive but are not 
marked "classified," because some people who need the 
information may not have an appropriate security clearance, 
noted Cmdr. Gary Martin, commanding officer of Indian 
Island, in a signed declaration. 

The Navy has begun an "administrative process" to make 
sure the public interest in the disclosure does not outweigh the 
need for nondisclosure, according to the notice. The process is 
expected to be completed within 60 days. 

Attorney Katherine George, an expert in public-records 
laws, said the new law contains no provisions for the public to 
challenge the decision by the Defense Department. Unlike the 
Freedom of Information Act, which spells out the exemptions, 
the new law allows an administrator — one likely to support 
nondisclosure — to balance the arguments between disclosure 
against nondisclosure. 

George has drafted language that would allow such 
decisions to be subject to judicial review, as with other 
exemptions under the Freedom of Information Act. 

Another option being considered, she said, is to require 
the Defense Department to undergo formal rule-making, 
resulting in public comments and more complete descriptions 
of what may and may not be withheld. 

The conversation among open-government advocates 
started last week. So far, no member of Congress has 
submitted legislation addressing the concerns. 

Milner said he is disappointed that Washington's 
congressional delegation failed to weigh in on the issue before 
the new law was passed, despite a petition in opposition from 
residents of Jefferson County and a resolution by the Port 
Townsend City Council. 

"We have plenty of sophisticated military hardware in the 
Puget Sound region," Milner said, "and people have a right to 
know about the risks to their community." 
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33. U.S., Japan Scale Back Plan To Move Base 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 09 FEB 12) ... Yuka Hayashi 

The U.S. and Japanese governments, bowing to local 
opposition, agreed to scale back a long-controversial plan to 
relocate American military forces on the southern island of 
Okinawa. 

The change will set aside plans made six years ago to 
build a new Marine Corps base in Okinawa, but allows the 
two countries to move ahead with transferring thousands of 
Marines to Guam. 

While both governments said the plans to build the new 
base are still alive, the agreement was an acknowledgment that 
it won't be built soon, and the current base will remain as it is 
for now. 

The proposed base—in a scenic coastal hamlet in 
Henoko, in northeastern Okinawa—is widely unpopular 
among island residents. Many say the current facility, the 
Futenma air base in Ginowan city, should be closed and 
moved overseas or elsewhere in Japan. Okinawa hosts three-
quarters of all U.S. bases in Japan. 

Resistance to the U.S.-Japan military realignment has 
claimed the tenure of one Japanese prime minister and stalled 
the bilateral agreement since 2009. 

Okinawan opposition has been made worse in recent 
years by bickering between local politicians and policy makers 
in Tokyo, highlighting weaknesses of Japan's political 
leadership. 

"We have come to a judgment that we won't be able to 
resolve the stalemate under the current framework," Foreign 
Minister Koichiro Genba said. 

The Futenma base, which is located in a densely 
populated area of Okinawa, is just one of dozens of U.S. 
military bases and facilities scattered across Okinawa, but it 
has sparked the most controversy. 

In 2006, the U.S. and Japan agreed to close the Futenma 
base in exchange for building a facility in Henoko and 
reducing the number of U.S. troops on the island. 

Pentagon spokesman George Little said Wednesday that 
the agreement to decouple the two issues—relocating Futenma 
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and reducing the overall number of troops—will allow the two 
countries to make progress on each effort separately. 

The agreement was a sign that both the U.S. and Japan 
were moving "to cut their losses" on earlier agreements, said 
Victor Cha, a senior adviser at the Center for Strategic and 
International Studies. 

The modified Okinawa plan, which is set to be completed 
over the next few months, appeared to also reduce the number 
of troops that would be moved out of Okinawa. It now calls 
for moving roughly 6,000 Marines and their families to Guam, 
down from 8,000 envisioned previously. 

The two nations said the size of the transfer to Guam is in 
line with the original plan from 2006, when there were 18,000 
troops on Okinawa. The number of troops to remain will be 
unchanged at about 10,000, because the overall size of the 
deployment in Okinawa had declined to 16,000 over the past 
few years. 

The mayor of Nago, the city that would host the new 
Henoko base, reiterated his opposition to continued talks about 
possibly relocating the facility to his city. 

"We aren't requesting these existing bases be moved out, 
and we don't reject the Japan-U.S. security alliance. But we 
can't put up with an additional burden stemming from the 
construction of a new military base,” Mayor Susumu Inamine 
said. 

The modified agreement also drew harsh criticism in the 
island's newspapers. "We can never accept this," said a 
Thursday editorial in the Ryukyu Shimpo headlined "Are 
People's Lives and Human Rights Secondary?" 

However, the new pact did receive muted praise in a 
statement issued by Okinawa Gov. Hirokazu Nakaima, who 
welcomed the prospect of transferring Marines elsewhere. 
"This could lead to a reduction of the U.S. military base, a 
desire of the Okinawans," But he made clear that didn't soften 
his opposition to the new Henoko base, saying: "We want 
Futenma moved out of Okinawa." 

Since sweeping to power in 2009, the ruling Democratic 
Party of Japan has flip-flopped on its own Okinawa base 
policy, and the new agreement underscores the government's 
failure to garner support for its key domestic policies, which 
also include a sales tax and efforts to join a regional trade 
agreement. 

"This is the result of the failure of the Japanese 
government to resolve a domestic issue as it had promised to 
do," said Kunihiko Miyake, a former foreign ministry official 
who is now a research director at the Canon Institute for 
Global Studies. "Until trust between Okinawa and Tokyo is 
restored, Japan's national-security policy won't function 
properly." 

Many officials and analysts in both nations have come to 
believe building a new facility as unrealistic. Sen. Jim Webb 
(D., Va.) said in an interview with a Japanese weekly that the 
two nations are "paralyzed" by the options under the plan. 

Sen. Webb said Wednesday the latest agreement was 
"another acknowledgment by the governments of the United 
States and Japan that the 2006 Roadmap Agreement must be 
adjusted." 

For the U.S., the revision of the realignment plan comes 
at a time when the nation is reinforcing its defense strategy in 
the Asia-Pacific region and winding down operations in Iraq 
and Afghanistan. 

The U.S. seeks to diversify its presence in the Western 
Pacific at a time when China is flexing its military might in 
the region, even as cuts are made to the overall U.S. military 
budget. 

President Barack Obama pledged during a visit to the 
region in November that the U.S. would maintain spending in 
the Asia-Pacific and "more broadly distribute" its regional 
defense capability, while maintaining a strong presence in 
Japan and South Korea. 

The agreement on Okinawa should accelerate an effort by 
the U.S. to reposition the Marine Corps around Asia, said Mr. 
Cha of the Center for Strategic and International Studies. 

The U.S. has said it will rotate forces to a training base in 
Australia and is considering moving Marines to South Korea, 
as well as to Guam. The U.S. has also said it will expand its 
presence in the Philippines. 

"It fits with the traditional mission of the Marines, which 
is to be a mobile force," said Mr. Cha. "So being in Korea, 
Australia and being places where they will be less restricted in 
their training is good for readiness, and it is good for security." 

Such moves, however, have worried some in Japan that 
their country is becoming less important as an ally to the U.S. 

Sidebar: Work In Progress 
The U.S. presence on Okinawa 

 1945 - U.S. military builds the Futenma airfield after 
defeating Japan in the battle of Okinawa. 

 1995 - The rape of an Okinawan schoolgirl by three 
U.S. servicemen sets off widespread antibase rallies. 

 1996 - Japan and the U.S. agree to relocate Futenma 
to a city in northern Okinawa. 

 2004 - The crash of a Marine helicopter into a college 
next to Futenma raises safety concerns. 

 2006 - U.S. and Japan agree to a road map for 
reshuffling U.S. troops to reduce the burden on 
Okinawa. Plan includes moving 8,000 troops from 
Okinawa to Guam, and building a runway in northern 
Okinawa, at Henoko Bay. It also calls for shuffling 
personnel and functions between bases. 

 2009 - Yukio Hatoyama of the Democratic Party of 
Japan is elected prime minister—ending a half-
century of rule by a pro-U.S. party—after a campaign 
that included a pledge to move the Futenma base off 
Okinawa. 

 Jan. 2010 - New mayor of Nago, which oversees 
Henoko, pledges to block base there. 

 May-June 2010 - Premier Hatoyama promises U.S. 
that Japan will stick with Henoko plan, then resigns 
for reversing his campaign promise. Successor Naoto 
Kan pledges to stick to the 2006 bilateral accord with 
the U.S. 

 Nov. 2010 - Governor of Okinawa re-elected on 
antibase platform. 

 Sept. 2011 - New Premier Yoshihiko Noda pledges 
to stick with Henoko base plan. 

 Feb. 2012 - Japan, U.S. agree to revise the 2006 plan. 
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34. The Greening Of Guantanamo 
Better known for its experiment in offshore detention, interrogation and military justice, Guantanamo is also 
a lab for environmental exploration 
(MIAMI HERALD 08 FEB 12) ... Carol Rosenberg 

GUANTANAMO BAY NAVY BASE, Cuba -- Solar-
powered lights serve as sentries where U.S. Marines once 
faced-off along the Cuban frontier. A team of Navy cops now 
rides bikes rather than gas-guzzling patrol cars in the searing 
Caribbean sunshine. 

In this remote corner of Cuba that is better known as a lab 
for Pentagon justice and interrogation, the U.S. Navy has been 
quietly engaging in more low-profile offshore experimentation 
— seeking environmentally friendly alternatives to reduce its 
whopping $100,000-a-day fossil fuel dependence. 

It’s a Navy-wide goal to halve dependence on fossil fuels 
by 2020. But the greening of Gitmo, as this base is known, 
comes with a particular challenge. 

The base that today houses 6,000 people makes all its 
own electricity and desalinates its own water. It has done so 
ever since the 1960s when Rear Adm. John Bulkeley, then 
base commander, faced down Fidel Castro and cut off the 
naval station from Cuba’s water and power supply. 

Everything from diesel fuel to spare parts arrives by ship 
or aircraft, more than tripling the price of power, according to 
base estimates. 

“From my perspective certainly the greening of Gitmo is 
important,” says U.S. Navy Capt. Kirk Hibbert, the base 
commander. National security is paramount, he said, but the 
Navy mandate to curb consumption “has an effect on almost 
everything we do here.” 

Hibbert’s the man who put a pair of Navy cops on bikes 
to patrol the base rather than sit inside air-conditioned sport 
utility vehicles, an $800-a-year savings that sends a symbolic 
message. And it’s been on his watch that a contractor has 
started building a huge solar array behind the base’s high 
school. 

Guantanamo can strike visitors as a small slice of 
Americana, with its trailer parks and tract housing, a hilltop 
church, McDonald’s, cinemas and schools. But it’s a base 
behind a Cuban minefield with the Navy controlling who may 
come and who may go and who gets water and electricity. 

Commanders like to compare it to a ship at sea — except 
this one is towing the most expensive prison on earth. 

By base estimates, it costs $32,000 a day, or $11.7 million 
a year, to keep the lights on and water flowing to the 171 
captives at the Pentagon’s prison camps and 1,850 U.S. forces 
and contractors who work there. 

The Defense Department set up the detention center a 
decade ago, temporarily, at a time when the Navy was already 
tinkering with energy efficiencies. 

In 2005, a Massachusetts firm installed four 270-foot-tall 
windmills on Guantanamo’s highest hill with visions of 
capturing up to 25 percent of the base’s power consumption 
from the Caribbean trade winds. But that analysis did not 
consider the never-ending nature of detention operations here, 
a venture that tripled the base population and sent construction 
costs soaring, from the coastal prison camps to the crude war 
court compound built atop an abandoned airfield. 

“We get a lot of attention here because we are such an 
expensive base in the Navy,” says Arthur Torley, a senior 
civilian worker at Guantanamo’s version of a small-town 
Department of Public Works. “Gitmo, to me, is even more of a 
priority because of the expense. They would much rather 
spend money fixing planes and ships than dumping fuel into 
Gitmo.” 

So he’s got his workers using a fleet of 24 solar-powered 
minis, squat little electrical vans with panels on their roofs. 
They arrived this summer, and can go about 35 miles before 
needing a charge, just about right for a week’s worth of work 
on the 45-square-mile outpost. 

Hibbard cautions against seeing the base as a site for 
random experimentation, of “just taking stuff and throwing it 
up against the wall and seeing what sticks.” Because it’s 
remote, and because importing goods and services is so 
expensive, the Navy engages in “a lot of analysis” ahead of 
time to figure out what might work. 

But Guantanamo’s location — in the tropics straddling a 
bay — does make it fertile ground for innovations such as 
these: 

 Two Florida firms, Solar Source of Tampa and 
TerraSmart of Fort Myers, are the contractor and 
supplier of a 1,200-panel solar array behind the base 
high school, just below the scrubby nine-hole golf 
course. It should produce 430,000 kilowatt hours a 
year and power the base’s popular no-charge gym, 
which doubles as a hurricane shelter. 

 There also have been email exchanges about whether 
the base could grow algae, as biofuel, inside a 
floating field of wastewater discharged into 
Guantanamo Bay. “NASA scientists are exploring 
this technology,” says base spokesman Terence Peck. 
“No decisions have been made for experimental 
locations as of yet.” 

 In 2007, a Public Works officer bought a bioreactor 
off the Internet and tried his hand at extracting fuel 
from used cooking oil. It was abandoned after eight 
months, according to base environmental director 
Mike McCord, as too labor-intensive and potentially 
dangerous because of the chemicals needed for the 
conversion process. 

 The Navy put in artificial turf at Cooper Field, the 
outdoor sports complex, to save on the fuel for 
desalinating water for the baseball diamond and 
soccer pitch. 

Guantanamo is also the first Navy base in the southeast 
region — stretching from Fort Worth, Texas, to Charleston, 
S.C., to Cuba — to introduce mock utility bills. 

Since the military picks up the troops’ tab, the faux bills 
are meant to shock Sailors and their families into conserving 
by estimating base household power costs. They come in at 
nearly 3.5 times the price of an average U.S. household. 
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The bills have had the desired “wow!” effect. 
Guantanamo human resources worker Ambroshia Jefferson-
Smith felt her stomach turn in October when she got her 
$1,021.79 mock bill for a month of power at the single-story, 
ranch-style house she shares with her 15-year-old son, five 
television sets and a cat. 

“It’s like coming home when you have been on holiday 
and getting that big credit card bill,” she said. “You don’t see 
anything tangible there, and you realize you have consumed a 
lot of electricity and water.” 

By her estimate, the bill would be seven times the sum 
she would pay back home in Mississippi. So now she makes 
sure all the TVs are turned off, including the one on the 
backyard patio, and lowers the AC before she heads to work. 

Conservation awareness is a work in progress. And the 
mock bills, like the Navy cops on bikes, are largely symbolic. 

The prison camps commander, the most senior officer on the 
base, has one of the biggest houses — and one of the biggest 
household bills: $2.093.67 in December, one of the coolest 
months in Cuba. 

Another military unit here has joined the movement. 
The Marine major in charge of the unit that monitors the 

17.4 miles of fence surrounding the base agreed to let the 
Public Works department replace a third of the floodlights 
with solar-powered LED lights. They’re still on the electrical 
grid in case of too many gloomy or rainy days in a row. But 
they haven’t needed to use the grid yet. 

“I don’t know what they’re doing along the Mexican 
border,” said Torley. “But the Marines were on board with all 
the energy stuff. They couldn’t tell a difference.” 
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35. Firefighters On Naval Bases Say Mold Problem Is Growing 
(WVEC ABC NORFOLK 08 FEB 12) ... David Ham 

NORFOLK -- Firefighters who work at Naval fire stations 
across Hampton Roads say a mold problem inside fire houses 
is getting worse. 

"Right now, management is endangering the lives of all 
my firefighters," said Tim Pritchard, president of Local F-25. 

Pritchard says mold has been a problem in fire houses at 
Norfolk Naval Station fire house #2, on at Naval Air Station 
Oceana, and at Dam Neck. 

"The situation is throughout the Navy region throughout 
the Hampton Roads area," said Pritchard. 

He said many firefighters are suffering from sinus 
infections, ear infections and upper respiratory infections 
because of the conditions. 

13News first reported on complaints of mold at fire 
houses on base in January of 2011 where a firefighter who 
worked at Naval Station Norfolk said he suffered from severe 
allergic reactions while working there. 

Since then, Pritchard says not much has been done to get 
rid of the mold saying, "They really haven't changed. All they 
did was put dehumidifiers in there to rectify this problem and 
ordered people not to talk about it." 

A public affairs officer for NAS and Dam Neck told us 
that she does not believe there are any mold issues at the fire 
station at Oceana. However, she said the mold problem at 
Dam Neck is being fixed by replacing walls that were 
saturated by leaky windows. 

A public affairs officer for Naval Station Norfolk said that 
when the fire station was tested last year, there was no 
detectable mold. 

She also added that the Navy hasn't received any recent 
complaints from firefighters on mold issues at fire station #2. 

Beth Baker, director for public affairs at Commander 
Navy Region Mid-Atlantic, sent 13News the following 
statement: 

"The safety, health and well-being of our personnel is a 
top priority. 

As you have previously reported, the Navy became aware 
of a mold issue at Fire Station #2 on Naval Station Norfolk in 
February 2010 as a result of water intrusion into the building. 
An industrial hygiene investigation was conducted by the 
Navy Environmental Preventative Medicine Unit from Naval 
Medical Center Portsmouth in March 2010 to determine the 
nature and extent of the mold in the facility, with a follow-up 
report in October 2010. 

Any visible mold was professionally cleaned; 
dehumidifiers were installed, carpets were professionally 
cleaned, and water intrusion issues have been traced and 
addressed, to include sealing the brick face of the building and 
windows and cleaning of the ventilation systems. There have 
been no complaints of mold at Fire Station #2 since the last 
Industrial Hygiene inspection. 

There was water intrusion at a Fire Station on Dam Neck 
following a major storm system. The Navy Facilities 
Engineering Command, along with installation and Fire 
Department management, took immediate steps to mitigate. 

The Navy continues to remain vigilant and address any 
concerns from personnel at these stations, and at all of our fire 
stations throughout the region." 

View Clip (RT: 2:10) 
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NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
36. CSBA: Administration Has Multiple Options To Maneuver Under Sequestration 
(DEFENSE DAILY 09 FEB 12) ... Emelie Rutherford 

The executive branch has options for dealing with the 
potential "sequestration" cuts, which could lead to $1 trillion 
in long-term reductions to Pentagon plans, beyond making 
across-the-board cuts to all defense programs, an analyst said. 

The sequestration cuts come as a result of the failure of a 
"super committee" of lawmakers to craft a plan last year to cut 
the federal deficit by an added $1.2 trillion. Under the Budget 
Control Act of 2011, if Congress could not agree to such a 
plan last year, the sequestration process would trigger $1.2 
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trillion in longterm cuts starting in January 2013, with half 
coming from the Pentagon. The roughly $500 billion in 
defense cuts would be in addition to a $487 billion reduction 
to the Pentagon's 10-year spending plans already approved by 
the law. 

Todd Harrison, the senior fellow for defense budget 
studies at the Center for Strategic and Budgetary Assessments 
(CSBA), told reporters yesterday the presidential 
administration--whichever one is in place following the 
November elections--has at least four options for dealing with 
sequestration cuts. 

Those reductions will start next January unless lawmakers 
craft a plan this year to prevent them. Republicans in the 
House and Senate have crafted plans--not greeted well by 
Democrats--to prevent the first year of sequestration cuts by 
shrinking the federal workforce. The Pentagon and White 
House don't support the sequestration cuts, said they haven't 
planned for them, and didn't include them in the FY '13 budget 
proposal. 

President Barack Obama wants lawmakers to go back to 
work and craft a big-picture deficit-cutting plan this year. 

If the sequestration cuts go through, Harrison said during 
a budget briefing at his think tank's Washington office, the 
administration's first option is to "do nothing." 

"You get these untargeted, across-the-board cuts; it would 
be about 10 percent of every account in the defense budget," 
he said. While the administration could exempt the military 
personnel account, doing that would lead to larger percentage 
cuts to other areas. 

"This is messy and arguably the least-desirable option," 
he said. Some acquisition programs would "break" under such 
funding cuts, he said. 

"If you're planning to buy two Virginia -class subs, and 
now you've got 10, 15 percent less money to do it, you can't 
buy the two," he said. 

Another option is for the administration to craft an 
amended budget request for FY '13 that fits under the 
sequestration amounts. That would amount to a $472 billion 
defense budget for FY '13, Harrison said. 

"It's still going to be painful; you're still taking the cut," 
he said. 

"But at least if you do this, you have the ability to target 
the cuts. 

It's not a uniform, across-the-board cut. You can cut some 
accounts more deeply so that you can protect other accounts." 

Doing this would likely mean the Pentagon would have to 
revise its strategy so it knows how to prioritize those cuts, he 
said. 

Another option for working under the sequestration cuts is 
to "pad" the Overseas Contingency Operations (OCO) budget 
for war-related spending, which is not subject to sequestration 
cuts. 

"That basically helps you avoid the abruptness of the cuts 
that would occur under sequestration," by making up for 
funding cut from the base defense budget in OCO funding. 

Such a move would be controversial on Capitol Hill. 
Under President Barack Obama, the Pentagon has moved 
away from funding base spending options in its war budgets, 
and many lawmakers support this shift. 

Harrison called padding the OCO budget "a short-term 
solution at best." 

"It obviously requires the cooperation of Congress, 
because they've got to enact these larger war budgets, and it's 
going to be obvious what you're doing," he said. "And it does 
violate the spirit of, if not the letter, of the law, because you 
are increasing your deficit beyond what it would have been 
otherwise." 

A fourth option for the Pentagon to work under 
sequestration is to backload the cuts, Harrison said. The 
Pentagon could achieve the roughly $1 trillion in cuts over the 
next decade by bringing the defense budget down at a real rate 
of 2.2 percent annually in a gradual sloping decline. 

This move, though, would require a modification of the 
Budget Control Act. 

"You would need Congress to go along with this, but it 
still achieves the same level of deficit reduction," Harrison 
said. 

He urged the Pentagon to consider its sequestration 
options, "if they haven't already." 

"I'd like to be optimistic...and think that Congress will 
find some sort of grand compromise and they'll be able to 
avoid (sequestration), at least as it's currently written" 
Harrison said. "But the best chance for that to happen was 
actually the super committee." 
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37. Budget Debate Pits Military Retiree Interests Against Those In Active Duty, Analysts Warn 
(GOVERNMENT EXECUTIVE 08 FEB 12) ... Amanda Palleschi 

Military personnel costs for retirees versus active-duty 
service members are among the “most politically sensitive” 
competing interests within the fiscal 2013 Defense 
Department budget process, according to a new analysis from 
the Center for Strategic and Budgetary Assessments. 

Andrew Krepinevich, CSBA’s president, called personnel 
costs in the future years’ defense plan “the 600-pound gorilla,” 
and CSBA senior fellow Todd Harrison urged leaders to 
address the uncomfortable topic now. 

“This is one people don’t like to talk about. They don’t 
like to frame it this way,” Harrison said. “But it’s an important 
one for the long-term future.” 

Military compensation and benefits currently account for 
about one-third of the Defense budget. Changes proposed last 

month as part of Defense’s fiscal 2013 budget request account 
for roughly one-ninth of the $487 billion of budget reductions 
the department is seeking. The Obama administration plans to 
unveil its full budget request Feb. 13. 

The Pentagon proposed caps on pay hikes for military 
personnel beginning in 2015 and suggested what it described 
as a tiered approach to the TRICARE health insurance 
program, including higher enrollment fees. It also suggested 
lawmakers approve the creation of an independent 
commission to “conduct a comprehensive review of military 
retirement benefits as a source of savings,” but made no 
specific recommendations targeting retirement benefits. 

The CSBA analysis favored creating such a panel, but 
warned the current plan does not go far enough toward 
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savings. Defense sets aside 33 cents for every dollar of basic 
pay funding the military pension system, the report said. 

“If military personnel costs continue growing at the same 
rate as the past decade while the overall budget remains flat, 
personnel costs will consume the entire defense budget by FY 
2039,” the analysis stated. “This trend will only accelerate as 
the budget declines.” 

Harrison added there now are more military retirees 
drawing benefits than there are active-duty service members 
currently collecting pay. 

“Can DoD really slow the growth, the cost-per-person ... 
in a way that they can avoid deeper cuts?” he asked. 

Harrison cautioned that lawmakers might not approve the 
creation of such a commission and a commission alone would 
not produce cost savings. Instead, he suggested looking “at the 
entire military compensation system so you can explore the 
alternatives for making sensible trades between how much we 
spend on upfront cash compensation and how much we spend 
on deferred compensation and in-kind benefits." 

“There are a lot of interesting trades you can make there,” 
he said. 

Defense Secretary Leon Panetta’s announcement in 
January that the department would ask Congress to reauthorize 
the Base Closure and Realignment Commission to make new 
recommendations to shutter more military facilities would not 
generate cost savings upfront, Harrison said. 

The last round of BRAC in 2005 affected 800 military 
sites and is still being implemented. The Government 
Accountability Office estimated that it cost $35 billion to 
implement. 

Leaders in Congress have criticized Panetta’s proposal in 
recent weeks due in part to its impact on the economies of 
local communities. 

“Don’t bank on savings on BRAC costs,” Harrison said, 
adding that because there was no budget savings estimate for 
the new round of BRAC proposed, “I don’t know how real the 
proposal is.” 
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38. Compact Eases School Transitions For Military Children 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 08 FEB 12) ... Elaine Sanchez 

WASHINGTON – Another state has joined an interstate 
agreement to ease school transitions for children from military 
families, bringing the overall tally of member states to 40, a 
Defense Department official announced yesterday. 

With the addition of Pennsylvania, the Interstate Compact 
on Educational Opportunity for Military Children now 
encompasses nearly 90 percent of school-age military children 
scattered across the nation, said Robert L. Gordon III, deputy 
assistant secretary of defense for military community and 
family policy. 

“The Department of Defense has always valued education 
for our children,” Gordon said in an interview at the Pentagon. 
“This partnership between the DOD and states is absolutely 
instrumental to the success of our kids and their education.” 

The Defense Department, in collaboration with the 
Council of State Governments’ National Center for Interstate 
Compacts, developed the interstate compact in 2007 to ease 
military families’ challenges as they transition between school 
systems, whether it’s DOD schools, public schools on a 
military installation, or public schools in communities. By 
joining the compact, states agree to follow common guidelines 
in handling issues such as class placement, records transfer, 
immunization requirements, course placement, graduation 
requirements, exit testing and extracurricular opportunities. 

Students often arrive at a new school and “find 
themselves being challenged and potentially put behind by … 
varying requirements,” Gordon said. “What we want to do 
with this compact is to minimize disruption.” 

This effort is particularly important, Gordon noted, since 
the majority of military children aren’t in the DOD school 

system. Of the 1.2 million school-age military children, 1.1 
million attend public schools, he said. 

Additionally, the average military student faces transition 
challenges twice during high school, and most military 
children will attend up to nine different school systems during 
a parent’s military career, DOD officials said. 

Frequent moves and deployment-related transitions are 
stressful events, Gordon acknowledged, as children face the 
challenge of making new friends and adjusting to new bases, 
cities and schools, while also, in some cases, enduring 
deployment-related anxiety. He can relate to this personally, 
he said, noting that as a military teen, he attended three 
different high schools and that his brother attended four. 

Gordon said he’d like to see all 50 states join the compact. 
Their support is a vital component of military family support, 
particularly when it comes to their children’s educational 
success, he said. 

“The Department of Defense has been committed to 
children’s education for a long time,” he said. “It’s extra 
special when we as partners with states are looking after the 
assurance of a quality education for military children.” 

For more information on the compact and their state’s 
provisions, parents should contact their children’s school or 
military school liaison. States that are newer to the compact 
may not have all of the arrangements in place, so parents 
should check back periodically, Gordon suggested. To locate a 
school liaison, visit http://www.militaryinstallations.dod.mil. 

Parents also can find information online at Military 
Interstate Children’s Compact Commission at 
http://www.MIC3.net. 
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39. Chaplains Speak Out On Contraception Mandate In Health Care Directive 
(STARS AND STRIPES 08 FEB 12) ... Ashley Rowland 

SEOUL — Military priests have joined the Roman 
Catholic Church’s fight against a new government mandate 
requiring employers to offer health coverage that includes 
contraception and sterilization. 

During religious services this past weekend at most 
military bases, clergymen spoke out against the new directive, 
which is being called a “severe assault on religious liberty,” 
according to a letter from the Archdiocese for the Military 
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Services. In some cases, the letter was passed out to the 
congregation during Sunday Mass. At other bases, the letter 
was read to the churchgoers from the pulpit. Similar letters 
were disseminated at Catholic churches across the United 
States. 

In the Jan. 26 letter, which was emailed to all Catholic 
chaplains, Archbishop Timothy Broglio issued a scathing 
critique of the new health care requirements announced last 
month by the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. 
Under the new directive, most employers must provide health 
insurance coverage that includes “all FDA-approved forms of 
contraception.” 

Broglio wrote that the new mandate will require Catholic 
employers, such as schools and hospitals, to provide “immoral 
services” including sterilization, contraception and what some 
consider “abortion-inducing” drugs such as the morning-after 
pill. Most people, he wrote, will be “forced” to buy the 
coverage. 

“In so ruling, the Administration has cast aside the First 
Amendment to the Constitution of the United States, denying 
to Catholics our Nation’s first and most fundamental freedom, 
that of religious liberty,” Broglio stated. 

But what happened after Broglio’s letter was 
disseminated is unclear. 

According to the Archdiocese, the Army’s Office of the 
Chief of Chaplains asked senior chaplains in an email not to 
read the letter from the pulpit — only that it be mentioned in 
Mass announcements and distributed in print form at the backs 
of chapels. 

The Archdiocese maintains that Broglio and Secretary of 
the Army John McHugh later discussed the matter and “agreed 
that it was mistake to stop the reading of the Archbishop’s 
letter.” 

Both sides agree that one line, “We cannot — we will not 
— comply with this unjust law,” was removed from the letter 
over concerns that it could be misunderstood as a call to civil 
disobedience, though the Archdiocese and McHugh’s 
spokeswoman Lt. Col. Anne Edgecomb disagree on who 
offered to remove it. 

McHugh’s office disputes the Archdiocese’ version of 
events, saying that neither the secretary nor the Army banned 
chaplains from reading the letter during Mass. 

“That is simply not the case,” Edgecomb said in an email 
to Stars and Stripes, adding that “any suggestion that [the 
Chief of Chaplains] or the Army were attempting to censor the 
clergy is not supported by the facts.” 

On Jan. 30, McHugh met with senior advisors and 
determined that the issuance of the letter during a religious 
service “was not a matter for Army review,” Edgecomb said. 
“We consider the matter closed.” 

Army spokesman Troy Rolan said Tuesday that officials 
were looking into the matter. 

The Archdiocese oversees military chaplains who, 
according to its website, reach more than 1.5 million people. It 
was unknown how many chaplains worldwide have read the 
letters to their congregations. 

The new directive would not change the services already 
provided by military clinics and hospitals, including birth 
control. Emergency contraception was mandated to be offered 
at military bases in February 2010. 

A number of Catholic and evangelical groups have 
criticized the health care plan, including Tony Perkins, 
president of the Family Research Council Action, who called 
the act “an anti-religious, anti-conscious and anti-life mandate 
that must be reversed." 

However, White House spokesman Jay Carney said 
during a briefing Tuesday that “the administration believes 
that this proposal strikes the appropriate balance between 
respecting religious beliefs and increasing access to important 
preventive services.” But he also hinted the White House may 
be open to a compromise solution. 

The issue has gone attracted attention far beyond the 
military or the Catholic clergy, becoming a political hot potato 
in an increasingly heated Republican presidential campaign. 
Candidate Mitt Romney in particular attacked the Obama 
administration this week for the health care plan, calling it a 
“violation of conscience” that attacks “America’s first right, 
our right to worship God,” according to Reuters. 

According to the Department of Health and Human 
Services, nonprofit employers who do not currently provide 
contraceptive coverage because of their religious beliefs will 
have an extra year to implement the new rule, which goes into 
effect for other employers on Aug. 1, 2012. 
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40. Want An iPad? Pentagon CIO Thinks You Should Be Able To Have One. 
(NEXTGOV 08 FEB 12) ... Bob Brewin 

COLORADO SPRINGS, Colo. -- Teri Takai, the Defense 
Department's chief information officer, kicked off a speech at 
the Armed Forces Communications and Electronics 
Association Cyberspace Symposium on Wednesday by asking, 
"Everyone wants an iPad, right?" and then implied quick 
deployment of tablet computers and smartphones across the 
department without defining the timeline. 

Takai said, "we have to get those devices out there," but 
cautioned their use had to conform to strict information 
security guidelines. One way to ensure that compliance, she 
told the audience, was to embed it within Defense networks 
rather than in the hardware. 

She also said Defense plans to move away from reliance 
on PCs and shift to thin clients -- dumb terminals with only a 
keyboard and monitor, which get their computing power from 

a remote server. Last week, Northrop Grumman Corp. said it 
tapped Beatty and Company Computing to supply thin clients 
for its $637.8 million Navy Consolidated Afloat Networks and 
Enterprise Services contract. 

"The demand for thin clients and mobile devices will 
[continue] to grow," Takai said, noting there are roughly 50 
mobile computing pilots under way in Defense. She cautioned 
that incorporating tablet computers and smartphones into 
Defense networks, particularly those that are classified, 
remains a challenge. 

She promised "quick adoption" of commercial mobile 
devices within the department, which will lead to speedy 
development of software applications. With mobile devices, 
the Pentagon and the services will be able to develop and 
deploy applications in "days, weeks or months" rather than the 
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years Defense traditionally has spent on creating them, she 
said. 

The Defense CIO office has developed a new enterprise 
information environment roadmap in conjunction with the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff and Cyber Command based on open, 
modular, interoperable and secure standards intended for 
global operations, including those on the battlefield. Army 
Gen. Martin Dempsey, chairman of the Joint Chiefs, will be 
briefed on the new plan Friday, Takai said. 

The new roadmap will help equip tactical users "much 
more quickly than today" said Takai, who also expects it to 
help Cyber Command gain greater visibility into Defense 
networks. 

Defense has an information technology budget of $38 
billion a year, and the Pentagon must operate more efficiently 

to maximize the effect of that spending, she said. Toward this 
end, the department is continuing to consolidate its 772 
Defense data centers, which have a utilization rate of between 
6 percent and 15 percent. The Pentagon estimated in 
November 2011 that it could save $680 million a year starting 
in 2015 from data center consolidation. 

Defense also can save money by consolidating hardware 
and software buys. The Air Force has demonstrated savings 
from streamlining network gateways, Takai said. The Air 
Force chopped its network gateways from 110 to 16, which 
will result in savings of $140 million over the next five years. 

Network optimization not only will save money but also 
will increase security and improve user satisfaction, Takai 
said. 
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41. New Source Detected For Sonar Troubling Whales: Canada's Navy 
Whale advocates are troubled to discover that a Canadian Navy frigate was using sonar off San Juan Island 
in an area popular with endangered killer whales. 
(SEATTLE TIMES 08 FEB 12) ... Craig Welch 

Jeanne Hyde awoke before dawn on Monday to an odd, 
unnatural pulse coming from her computer. 

The San Juan Island resident, a whale advocate, helps 
monitor an underwater network of audio-tracking 
hydrophones by sleeping next to a pair of speakers. She was 
groggy at first, but quickly leapt out of bed, hit "record" on her 
computer, checked a vessel-tracking system and called the 
Coast Guard. 

"I knew it wasn't a whale, and I knew it wasn't right," 
Hyde said Wednesday. "It took me a couple of seconds, but 
then I thought, 'Oh my goodness, that's sonar.' " 

After wrangling for years with the U.S. Navy over the use 
of mid-frequency sonar, environmentalists and whale 
advocates this week stumbled upon another noise source they 
fear could trouble endangered killer whales: the Canadian 
navy. 

Between 5 a.m. and 6 a.m. that day, the Canadian frigate 
HMCS Ottawa employed sonar during a training exercise in 
Haro Strait just off San Juan Island — a popular route for 
killer whales and an area where the U.S. Navy avoids sonar 
without first getting permission from the National Marine 
Fisheries Service. 

The frigate was in Canadian waters at the time, said Lt. 
Diane Larose of the Canadian navy. But the Ottawa's sonar 
can travel 4,000 yards — more than two miles — and the 
sound was picked up by instruments in U.S. waters. 

Larose said the Canadians are well aware of sonar's 
potential to hurt killer whales, which communicate by sound 
at similar frequencies. In 2008, the Canadian Navy adopted a 
policy requiring the use of radar, passive acoustic systems, 
underwater listening devices and night-vision goggles to make 
sure marine mammals aren't present when sonar is deployed. 

"We take this very seriously," Larose said. "It's a very 
well-thought-out policy." 

But whale advocates said they tracked transient and 
endangered southern resident orcas near that area in the 24 
hours before and after the ship sailed past, and said it's always 
possible that a naval vessel might not see them. 

"This was a fairly high-risk event as far as we can tell," 
said Scott Veirs of Beam Reach, a marine-science school that 
helped establish the hydrophone network. 

"In general, it's concerning to me that the U.S. Navy has 
voluntarily refrained from unnecessary testing and training in 
the inland waters of Washington state, but the Canadian navy 
apparently still does," he said. "The nightmare scenario is that 
you turn on sonar not knowing they are there and essentially 
deafen them either temporarily or permanently." 

Brian Gorman, spokesman for the National Marine 
Fisheries Service, said he didn't know if his agency had been 
asked to look into Monday's incident but said it is "responsible 
for protecting marine mammals everywhere they are in U.S. 
waters and we take that responsibility very seriously." 

The battle over sonar and its impact on whales has raged 
for at least a decade. 

In May 2003, the U.S. Navy caused a stir when the USS 
Shoup conducted a training exercise in the same area. Several 
whale biologists saw what they believed were "abnormal" 
bunching responses by nearby killer whales. Sixteen porpoises 
were later stranded, suggesting to some that the animals' 
hearing had been affected. 

In follow-up investigations, the National Marine Fisheries 
Service could find no link to the porpoise deaths, but 
determined that the marine mammals almost certainly heard 
the sonar, though longterm hearing damage seemed unlikely. 
Navy biologists also disputed the claim that orcas had acted in 
any uncharacteristic way. 

But the Navy has also acknowledged in several cases that 
midfrequency sonar has killed or injured several species of 
marine mammals. 

This week, Veirs wrote about the latest incident on 
www.orcasound.net, a blog about the hydrophone network 
sponsored by The Whale Museum in Friday Harbor. The 
discovery also was picked up by a blogger for the Natural 
Resources Defense Council, an environmental group. 

Lt. Larose, with the Canadian navy, said her country has 
taken into account all the scientific data about impacts to 
whales "and we're trying to mitigate those measures as best we 
can." 
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But "we also have to train our crews to know how to use this sonar," she said. 
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42. Researchers Probe 200-Year-Old Shipwreck Off RI 
Navy, Researchers Team Up To Seek Clues To Identity Of 200-Year-Old Shipwreck Off RI Coast 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 08 FEB 12) ... David Klepper 

WESTERLY, R.I. — For two centuries it rested a mile 
from shore, shrouded by a treacherous reef from the pleasure 
boaters and beachgoers who haunt New England's southern 
coast. 

Now, researchers from the U.S. Navy are hoping to 
confirm what the men who discovered the wreck believe: that 
the sunken ship off the coast of Rhode Island is the USS 
Revenge, commanded by Oliver Hazard Perry and lost on a 
stormy January day in 1811. 

"The Revenge was forgotten, it became a footnote," said 
Charlie Buffum, a brewery owner from Stonington, Conn., 
who found the shipwreck while diving with friend Craig 
Harger. "We are very confident this is it." 

On Wednesday Buffum and Harger braved the raw 
weather of Block Island Sound to accompany the researchers 
as they surveyed the wreck site. The Navy — along with help 
from the Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution — is using 
high-tech sensor equipment to locate artifacts that might prove 
the ship's identity. 

If they're successful, they will illuminate a critical episode 
in the life of one of the nation's greatest naval officers. Perry is 
remembered as the Hero of Lake Erie for defeating the British 
navy in the War of 1812. He was famous for reporting simply 
"we have met the enemy and they are ours" after the decisive 
Battle of Lake Erie in 1813. 

Two years earlier, the Revenge and its 25-year-old 
commander were en route from Newport, R.I. to New London, 
Conn., when the ship hit a reef in heavy fog. The area is 
infamous for its rocky, tide-swept reefs that lurk just beneath 
shallow waters. 

When the Revenge struck the reef, Perry ordered the crew 
to dump some of the ship's canons to lighten the load. The 
mast was cut. But it wasn't enough to free the ship. 

The crew abandoned The Revenge, and not a single man 
died. But Perry's career was almost scuttled along with his 
ship. 

The Newport native was court-martialed, and though he 
was exonerated, his career languished. Until he was posted to 
the Great Lakes. 

"He was a rising star," said David Skaggs, a professor 
emeritus at Bowling Green State University who has written a 
book on Perry. "But then his ship runs aground. Running a 
ship aground is not a helpful thing for your career." 

Harger and Buffum found the shipwreck six years ago 
after beer-fueled bull sessions in Buffum's brewery. Both men 

were experienced recreational divers. Buffum was fascinated 
by Perry and by shipwrecks off the Rhode Island coast. 

They obtained an underwater metal detector and 
calculated the Revenge's likely resting place by analyzing 
currents and the location of the reef. 

"We knew where he was going, we knew the area," said 
Harger, of Colchester, Conn. "We sat around in Charlie's 
brewery talking about where it might have gone." 

They dived twice in the area and left empty handed. The 
metal detector didn't even turn up a fish hook. The third dive 
was the charm. 

"I look ahead and see this long cylindrical thing," recalled 
Buffum. 

It was a canon. 
Harger and Buffum kept their find a secret for five years 

as they searched the site for more artifacts. They turned up 
additional canons and other items they believe came from the 
ship. The wooden timbers had vanished long ago. 

They remain convinced they found the Revenge. After all, 
they said, no other ship carrying canons from that period is 
known to have sunk in the area. 

The Navy won't accept their theory until they have 
evidence that the remains laying 10 to 15 feet underwater are 
indeed the Revenge. 

"We were of course interested immediately when we 
heard," said George Schwarz, an underwater archaeologist 
with the U.S. Navy's History and Heritage Command, which 
oversees the identification and management of sunken naval 
vessels. "If it is the USS Revenge, then it's 200 years old and 
it's an incredibly important part of American history." 

On Wednesday, Schwarz and engineers from Woods Hole 
used a torpedo-shaped underwater robot to survey the wreck 
site. Once they've analyzed the data, they hope to return with 
divers to search for artifacts that might bear the ship's name or 
other evidence of its identity. 

Naval shipwrecks remain the property of the navy, but 
Schwarz said it's possible that any salvaged artifacts could one 
day be on display at a local museum. 

Buffum and Harger said they're not looking to profit from 
their discovery, or earn a minor mention in a history book. 

"This is just about pure fun," Harger said. 
Their find already has inspired the latest addition at 

Buffum's brewery. 
"We've just come out with 'Perry's Revenge,'" Buffum 

said. "It's dark and stormy." 
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43. NPC Communicates Via Social Media 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 08 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class LaTunya Howard, Navy Personnel Command 
Public Affairs 

MILLINGTON, Tenn. -- The Navy Personnel Command 
(NPC) Navy Detailer Facebook page, Twitter page and video 
products on You Tube provide more options for Sailors to 
receive Navy relevant information said a Navy official, Feb. 8. 

"Social media has enhanced the way the Navy 
communicates with Sailors and I encourage it," said NPC 
Force Master Chief (AW/SW/NAC) Jon Port. "If you have a 
smartphone, you have an opportunity to receive immediate 
information updates from NPC real-time. 
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"During the 2009 flooding to the area here, Facebook, for 
a brief period of time was our only form of communication 
with the fleet and personnel here," said Port. "Sailors in the 
fleet wanted to know when our systems would be back up and 
running. Families here wanted to know when they would be 
allowed back into housing or when the commissary would re-
open." 

All departments of NPC are represented by the Navy 
Detailers Facebook page. Sailors and their family members 
can ask general questions on any NPC-related topic including 
boards, records, community management, alcohol and drug 
abuse prevention program, physical readiness, etc. at 
www.facebook.com/NavyPersonnelCommand. 

Sailors with questions about individual circumstances 
should first consult with their chain of command and if 
necessary contact the NPC customer service center at 1-866-
U-ASK-NPC or email CSCMailbox@navy.mil. 

All postings that appear on the NPC Detailer Facebook 
page also post to NPC's Twitter page. Sailors can follow NPC 

on twitter at www.twitter.com/NPCPAO and receive regular 
Navy information updates. 

The You Tube link found on the NPC home page allows 
Sailors to search for video products on various programs and 
policies at www.youtube.com/user/personnelguru. 

"When I think about social media and how it has effected 
communication with Sailors it's hard for me not to smile about 
it," said Port. "I see Sailors getting constant Facebook updates 
on their smartphones. It's not just Sailors, its spouses and 
employees." 

Port said social media increases communication options 
for Sailors and their families; however it does not circumvent 
utilizing the proper chain-of-command. Port also reminded 
Sailors to review posting guidance found under 'info' on the 
NPC Detailer Facebook page. Privacy information should 
never be posted on any social media site. 

For more information about NPC, visit 
www.npc.navy.mil, contact NPC customer service center at 1-
866-U-ASK-NPC or CSCmailbox@navy.mil, or visit 
www.facebook.com/NavyPersonnelCommand. 
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OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
44. A Philippine Do-Over 
A militarily strong Manila will be crucial to stabilizing the South China Sea. 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 09 FEB 12) ... Richard D. Fisher, Jr. 

How often do you get a do-over in Washington? Assistant 
Secretary of State for East Asia Kurt Campbell is taking his; 
having watched the U.S.-Philippines Mutual Defense Treaty 
fail its partners in 1995, he is now helping to lead its revival. 

In early 1995, it was revealed that Chinese troops had 
stealthily occupied the aptly named Mischief Reef, about 200 
miles from the Philippine island of Palawan, inflaming the 
then-simmering territorial conflicts over the South China Sea. 
But the newly appointed Deputy Assistant Secretary of 
Defense for East Asia Campbell could do nothing. A military 
vacuum created by the 1991 American withdrawal from the 
Philippines' Subic Naval Base and Clark Air Base mirrored a 
vacuum of political will in Washington and Manila. 

Short-term thinking prevailed as Washington repeated its 
policy of neutrality toward the conflicting claims and failed to 
take a stand against Chinese encroachments that would have 
favored its ally. Mutual antagonism over the painful end to the 
bases still colored relations and the sense of an alliance was at 
a low point. 

Today, after U.S. commitments to small but new 
deployments to Australia and Singapore, the conditions are 
right for a new chapter in the U.S.-Philippines relationship. In 
late January, President Benigno Aquino's administration 
signaled its willingness to consider more significant military 
cooperation, consistent with the Mutual Defense Treaty. China 
has responded with bluster that will only help this alliance. On 
Jan. 31, the Global Times, a commercial offshoot of the state-
controlled People's Daily, suggested that China impose 
economic sanctions against Manila to punish a revival of the 
military cooperation. 

China claims practically the entire South China Sea as its 
territory, routinely rejects the suggestion of multilateral 
solutions with other claimants and views American efforts in 
that direction as gross interference in its area of influence. 

Since Mischief Reef, China has built up all seven of its small 
islet bases in the Spratly Island Group and has developed a 
habit of harassing Vietnamese and Philippine petroleum 
exploration ships as well as U.S. Navy ships. 

More threateningly, China wants, after the construction of 
a new large base at the tip of Hainan Island, to use the South 
China Sea as the main patrol zone for its new nuclear ballistic 
missile submarines. This is the real reason why some Chinese 
have suggested the South China Sea is now a "core interest." 
In June 2009, then recently retired General Zhang Li 
suggested publically that China build an airbase on Mischief 
Reef as part of a larger program of regional military control. 

The last thing Beijing wants is an American military 
return to the doorstep of its nuclear missile submarine lake. In 
August 2010, one pro-U.S. Philippine politician put it bluntly: 
Chinese aid amounts to $2 billion a year, while Washington 
gives about $400 million. Money talked, and U.S.-Philippine 
cooperation under the previous administration of President 
Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo was limited largely to a quiet U.S. 
assistance program to counter Islamist insurgents. Despite 
repeated attempts to fund modernization programs, by 2010 
the Philippines had only a token navy and no aircraft capable 
of territorial defense. 

Philippine opinion that China was an abusive partner was 
very much on the rise when Benigno Aquino was elected 
president in 2010, and by early 2011 Manila and Washington 
were rediscovering their alliance. At the July 2010 Association 
of Southeast Asian Nations (Asean) Regional Forum in Hanoi, 
Secretary of State Hillary Clinton defended the U.S. interest in 
securing vital sea lanes by offering to facilitate multilateral 
negotiations—though she still professed U.S. neutrality. Mr. 
Campbell was likely a main author of this shift in emphasis. 

Rejecting these appeals, Chinese Foreign Minister Yang 
Jiechi angrily reminded Asean members then that China was a 
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"big country"—part of a year of Chinese bluster on many 
fronts. Last November, Secretary Clinton embraced the 
official Philippine term "West Philippine Sea" for what had 
been the South China Sea. The Philippines received a retired 
but still useful U.S. Coast Guard frigate as its largest combat 
ship, and wants two more. 

America now needs Mr. Campbell's do-over to succeed. It 
is in the U.S. interest to see Manila make an effective 
contribution to the security of the South China Sea. By aiding 
its military modernization, such as by easing the purchase of 
F-16 jet fighters that Manila desires, the U.S. can promote 
more confidence in the Philippines to cooperate militarily with 

other U.S. allies. Pentagon budget cuts mean there will be 
more second-hand F-16s available at bargain prices. 

Washington can also use better and more regular access to 
Philippine bases to patrol this region and allow U.S. naval, air 
and Marine forces to more effectively support Philippine 
forces to deter China. The Philippines' location makes it ideal 
for long-range radar, like China now has on Hainan Island, 
that can intimately track military activity. This data can be 
shared with many other countries worried about increasing 
Chinese threats to their vital commerce through the South 
China Sea. 

Mr. Fisher is a senior fellow with the International 
Assessment and Strategy Center in Alexandria, Virginia. 
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45. At The Pentagon And In Israel, Plans Show The Difficulties Of An Iran Strike 
(WASHINGTON POST 09 FEB 12) ... Walter Pincus 

If you are not prepared to go to war, you cannot threaten 
that “nothing is off the table” as you search for diplomatic 
solutions. 

Thus there are completed plans, updated daily, at Israeli 
military headquarters in Tel Aviv and at the Pentagon for 
carrying out attacks on Iranian facilities in a last-ditch effort to 
prevent Tehran from acquiring a nuclear weapon. 

Israel has a plan to go it alone. So does the United States. 
And there may even be a plan for the two countries to 
collaborate. On Dec. 20, the Joint Chiefs chairman, Gen. 
Martin Dempsey, told CNN: “We are examining a range of 
options” and “I am satisfied that the options that we are 
developing are evolving to a point that they would be 
executable if necessary.” 

In any event, the plans exist, and they illustrate the 
difficulties in carrying out what some people think would be a 
simple operation. 

For example, should Israel act alone, it would face the 
extraordinary problem of needing to refuel its bombers en 
route to targets about 1,000 miles away and refueling them 
again on the way back. That is why in the new Bipartisan 
Policy Center report, “Meeting the Challenge: Stopping the 
Clock,” former senator Charles S. Robb (D-Va.) and retired 
Air Force Gen. Charles F. Wald suggest that the United States 
provide Israel with three KC-135 refueling tankers. 

Robb and Wald do not advocate that the Israelis 
undertake such an attack, but they say that providing the 
tankers would “extend the effective range of Israeli aircraft” 
and “improve Israeli credibility.” 

Then there are questions about what targets should be hit, 
and how many planes would be needed, to stop Iran’s nuclear 
program, even temporarily. Israel’s two past successes hardly 
count. 

When Israel knocked out Iraq’s Osirak nuclear reactor in 
June 1981, it was essentially one ground-level building, yet 
the mission required 14 Israeli aircraft — F-16 fighter-
bombers with some of their fuel tanks removed to carry heavy 
bombs, and F-15 fighters to handle any Iraqi planes that came 
up to meet them. Israel’s other success, hitting a partially 
constructed Syrian facility in September 2007, again targeted a 
single, ground-level building. 

Now look at the potential targets in today’s Iran. 
There is the fuel-enrichment plant at Natanz, a collection 

of below-ground facilities used to produce enriched uranium. 

There is the newer Fordow fuel-enrichment plant near Qom, 
built into the side of a mountain and heavily fortified. This is 
where Iran has already moved 3.5 percent enriched uranium 
from Natanz and where most analysts believe it will be 
enriched to weapons grade, if Tehran decides to take that step. 

Of course there would be other targets if a strike is to do 
more than set back Iran by one to three years. At Parchin, one 
of the nation’s leading munitions centers, Iran is suspected of 
testing high explosives for use in nuclear weapons, according 
to the International Atomic Energy Agency’s November 
report. There is a uranium conversion plant at Isfahan, a 
heavy-water facility being constructed at Arak and centrifuge 
factories outside Tehran. 

No telling how many aircraft the Israelis would need to 
carry out a meaningful mission. The Robb-Wald report says 
Israel has enough GBU-28 bunker-busting bombs to “severely 
damage, though likely not completely destroy, Iran’s known 
underground nuclear sites in a single well-executed 
operation.” 

How Israel would or could deal with Iran’s response to 
such an attack is anyone’s guess. 

U.S. planning takes Iran’s reaction into consideration. As 
one former Pentagon official said, “Pentagon planning 
considers hitting targets and defending against retaliation.” 

The Robb-Wald report, put together by a task force that 
includes former military commanders, outlines just part of 
“what U.S. military action would look like,” in its words. The 
target list, beyond Iran’s nuclear facilities, would include 
communications systems; air defense and missile sites; 
Revolutionary Guard Corps facilities; munitions storage 
facilities, including those for sea mines (remember the Strait 
of Hormuz); airfields and aircraft facilities; and ship and port 
facilities, including midget submarines, missile boats and 
minelayers. 

Aircraft employed would include B-2 stealth and B-52 
bombers, fighter-bombers and helicopters, along with ship-
launched cruise missiles. “Special Forces and intelligence 
personnel already in-theater can easily move to protect key 
assets or perform covert operations,” according to the report. 

Remember that these plans are needed to make credible 
the threat that “nothing is off the table” — which in turn is 
designed to put muscle behind the diplomatic efforts. And 
those new sanctions, particularly cutting off Iran’s oil sales, 
are being pursued with effect. 
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Just this week, the United States continued pressuring 
India to reduce its oil purchases from Iran. State Department 
spokesman Victoria Nuland told reporters Tuesday that talks 
in Washington with Indian Foreign Secretary Ranjan Mathai 
included “how India might find alternative sources ... This is a 
two-track policy, both to encourage countries to wean 
themselves from Iranian oil, but also to work with suppliers 
around the world to help countries find alternative sources of 
supply.” 

In his pre-Super Bowl interview on NBC last Sunday, 
President Obama said, “Our preferred solution here is 
diplomatic; we’re going to keep on pushing on that front. But 
... I’ve been very clear that we’re going to do everything we 
can to prevent Iran from getting a nuclear weapon and creating 
an arms race, a nuclear arms race, in a volatile region.” 

He preceded that statement with the familiar “We’re not 
going to take any options off the table” — and now you have 
some idea of what that means. 
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46. Shipyard Presents Major Nuclear Hazard To Region 
Letter to the Editor 
(PORTSMOUTH (NH) HERALD 08 FEB 12) ... Ben Chichester 

In response to your recent editorial, titled "Budget ax 
poses threat to shipyard," I would like to add what is 
historically omitted by this paper concerning high levels of 
nuclear waste produced and stored on Seavey Island, the 
geographic heart of our community. 

"Shipyard poses threat to community" may have been a 
better story, especially if you did some research to reveal the 
real and ever-present dangers associated with nuclear 
submarine refueling and decommissioning. 

Dependably, the base realignment and closure process 
comes around like clockwork or the father-daughter 
Valentine's Dance. This paper and spokespeople for the yard 
come out, crying the sky is falling, while congressional leaders 
never miss a chance to have their faces seen at the shipyard 
dance. In your summation, you say without a budget plan, the 
"shipyard will not be alone in fighting for its very life." 

What is the true nature of this "life" so many seek to 
save? Here are a few of the facts that never make your stories, 
facts that I believe make the yard an undesirable neighbor: 

1. The PNSY is home to weapons of mass destruction. 
You boast that PNSY can handle Los Angeles class 
submarines. Just one of these subs contains enough 
warheads to produce nuclear winter. Do we want 
them here? 

2. There is currently no safe method to dispose of the 
high-level nuclear waste produced by the U.S. fleet 
of nuclear subs. Other countries, like the United 
Kingdom with its Trident subs, for example, face the 
same problem of exponential waste buildup. Idaho 
was the Navy's dumping ground for years, but 
stopped allowing the Navy to dump there many years 
ago. This means "interim storage" of radionuclides 
that are lethal for thousands of years continue to be 
juggled and amassed within a stone's throw from 
where you are now reading this letter. Shipment of 

said waste is very dangerous. There is a case to be 
made against such shipments, even if there were a 
willing recipient. 

3. The maintenance work on submarine reactors can go 
wrong, causing catastrophic accidents with 
contamination of our environment and unknown 
chain reaction events. Decommissioning nuclear subs 
is virtually impossible, as the reactor and its 
surrounding components are too contaminated to 
handle. Many now are simply docked, another form 
of "interim storage." 

In summary, you, and the congressional delegations who 
routinely support the yard but fail to expose the growing 
safety conundrum, owe the people answers to these questions. 

Is it morally right to support the production of high-level 
nuclear waste for which there is no effective solution? If your 
answer is yes, what is your plan? Where and whose 
community will you suggest sending the nuclear pollution that 
you have helped to create here by your cheerleading of a 
facility whose purpose is to keep alive toxic submarines, 
conveyors of weapons of mass destruction. Corporations have 
been allowed to secretly produce and purvey weapons of mass 
destruction through the well-oiled machine Eisenhower 
warned against, the military industrial complex, and a mixture 
of private corporations and elected officials who aid and abet 
the lucrative contracts. The people never have had a 
meaningful voice in this nuclear madness, but here is our 
chance to speak out and address what has been kept secret. 

With no other facility itching to take on the above-stated 
nuclear liabilities, I don't think PNSY needs to worry about 
closure. People will soon be cheering when the budget ax 
misses a truly appropriate target. I have always supported a 
full employment conversion of this nuclear facility to one that 
produces beauty or things to enhance and ensure the life worth 
saving. 
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BBLLOOGGSS::  
47. EXCERPTS FROM BLOGS AROUND THE WORLD 
(PUBLISHED 06 – 09 FEB 12) 

 
Executing The Maritime Strategy from Navy Live, 

February 8 
“Together with our allies and partners, we will continue 

our commitment to maritime security and freedom of the seas 

in the Asia-Pacific region. We tangibly demonstrate this 
commitment through credible, purposeful forward presence. 
Our presence must prioritize the current war-fighting 
readiness necessary to operate as an effective force across the 
full range of our maritime strategy.” 
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Adm. Cecil D Haney, Commander, U.S. Pacific Fleet 
Around the world, the Navy is executing the core 

capabilities of the Maritime Strategy; examples from January 
include: 

Forward Presence 

 The Abraham Lincoln Carrier Strike Group flew 760 
sorties totaling more than 1,090 hours of support for 
maritime security operations and theater security 
cooperation efforts in U.S. 5th Fleet area of 
operations. 

 Ninety-eight U.S. Navy Reserve Sailors assigned to 
Navy Expeditionary Logistics Support Group 
FORWARD provided air cargo, fuels support, and 
expeditionary support services in Kuwait and 
Afghanistan. 

Maritime Security 

 USS Kidd’s (DDG 100) visit, board, search and 
seizure team boarded Iranian-flagged fishing dhow 
Al Molai and detained 15 suspected pirates who had 
reportedly held the 13-member Iranian crew hostage 
for two months. 

 Detachments and boats from Riverine Squadrons 1, 
2, and 3 deployed alongside U.S. Coast Guard 
personnel and Royal Netherlands Marines to patrol 
waterways and beaches at Camp Lejeune, N.C., 
during Bold Alligator 2012. 

Deterrence 

 Maritime Expeditionary Security Squadron 4 teams 
protected Military Sealift Command vessels and 
other high value units in Kuwait, the Horn of Africa, 
and Rota, Spain. 

 USS McClusky (FFG 41) departed San Diego for an 
independent deployment to the Eastern Pacific Ocean 
in support of Combating Transnational Organized 
Crime operations. 

Power Projection 

 Commander, Task Force 57 flew 198 sorties totaling 
1,490 hours in support of Operation Enduring 
Freedom, counter-piracy and Partnership Strength 
Presence. 

 USS New Orleans (LPD 19) conducted joint training 
with the U.S. Army, qualifying AH-64 Apache 
helicopters for landing on the ship’s flight deck, 
demonstrating the U.S. military’s flexibility and 
interoperability. 

Building Maritime Partnerships 

 MV Strong Mariner unloaded 602 pieces of U.S. 
Marine Corps cargo in support of exercise Cobra 
Gold, held annually in Thailand. 

 High Speed Vessel (HSV 2) Swift participated in 
Southern Partnership Station 2012 conducted more 
than 20 subject matter expert exchanges with more 
than 300 civilian and military partners in Panama, 
Guatemala, and Peru. 

Humanitarian Assistance / Disaster Response 

 Maritime Civil Affairs Team 205 trained local 
medical personnel on proper medical incineration 

procedures and certified a medical incinerator used to 
prevent the spread of HIV in eastern Kenya. 

 An aircrew assigned to Patrol Squadron 47, operating 
from Naval Air Station Sigonella, Sicily, helped 
rescue 68 people adrift on a powerless raft in the 
Mediterranean Sea. 

View Status of the Navy (as of Feb. 8, 2012): 
 
USS Mesa Verde Returns from Operating at the ‘Tip 

of the Spear’ by CDR John Reilly from Navy Live, 
February 7 

“Of all the ships I have served on since joining the Navy 
in 1985, this is by far the most capable of sustained operations 
in austere environments. She has performed beyond 
expectations, both operationally and materially, during both 
deployments. These are the greatest amphibious warships ever 
to put to sea. They are destroyers in amphib clothing, capable 
of operating in multiple tactical arenas.“ 

–CDR John Reilly, USS Mesa Verde (LPD 19) 
Commanding Officer 

The Bataan Amphibious Ready Group (ARG) returned 
home, following a historic 10½ month deployment to the 5th 
and 6th fleet areas of responsibility. The ARG includes 
amphibious transport dock ship USS Mesa Verde, commanded 
by CDR John Reilly. He writes the following post on the 
deployment and the team that made it a success. 

Team MESA VERDE (LPD 19) returned home to 
Norfolk today after 321 days away from its homeport. 

Early last year, Mesa Verde deployed after having just 
returned from its maiden deployment only seven months 
earlier. Called upon to execute the CNO’s sailing directions to 
focus on WARFIGHTING FIRST, we headed to the 
Mediterranean and 5th Fleet to OPERATE FORWARD, 
taking advantage of the unique capabilities of the LPD-17 
class ship to consolidate large, effective, groups of Marines, 
disaggregated from the main Amphibious Ready Group but 
still mission-ready. 

LPD-19 carries 60 days of sustainment aboard and has 
excellent fuel economy, which enabled us to go long periods 
of time without replenishment. With its modern combat 
systems platform making it capable of rigorous self-defense, 
Mesa Verde was chosen to operate alone in an active war 
zone. LPD-19 Sailors exercised their warfighting skills as they 
maintained Air Defense Commander and Mine Warfare 
Commander roles while embarked by the Joint Forces 
Maritime Component Commander. Our team was responsible 
for executing countless contingency missions, including the 
re-opening of the United States embassy in Libya. 

Working together with elements from 22nd Marine 
Expeditionary Unit was awesome. The teamwork displayed 
helped build lifelong, professional relationships that will make 
future embarkations even more successful for the Navy-
Marine Corps team. 

This deployment provided great opportunities for us all. 
In addition to standing watch and maintaining our equipment, 
we trained for any possibility. We stayed busy completing 
correspondence courses and Enlisted Surface Warfare 
Specialist qualifications. We worked out in our gym, ran the 
ramps or around our flight deck. We enjoyed swim calls in 
many of the seven seas, and port visits to several historic 
ports-of-call. 
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Through it all, since commissioning, the Mesa Verde 
team has been deployed more than it has been in and round its 
homeport. What makes this so impressive is the performance 
of this ship and this outstanding team. 

A special ship demands a special crew and we have just 
that on LPD-19. They have come together to excel, to take on 
the difficult, to make “sustained, superior performance” a 
standard at the “tip of the spear,” time after time. 

And now we are home, after another job well done. 

 Sailors and Marines form a Navy "N" aboard San 
Antonio class amphibious transport dock ship USS 
Mesa Verde (LPD 19) during the making of a spirit 
video for the Navy versus Army game. 

 Sailors prepare for mooring operations as the 
amphibious transport dock ship USS Mesa Verde 
(LPD 19) arrives for a routine port visit to Crete. 

 The amphibious transport dock ship USS Mesa Verde 
(LPD 19) participates in a VBSS exercise. 

 Sailors and Marines from the San Antonio-class 
amphibious transport dock ship USS Mesa Verde 
(LPD 19) and the 22nd Marine Expeditionary Unit 
(MEU 22) provide medical care and assistance to 
Moroccan mariners. 

 Sailors stand watch on the bridge aboard the San 
Antonio-class amphibious transport dock ship USS 
Mesa Verde (LPD 19) in preparation for pulling into 
in Rota, Spain. 

 A CH-53 Sea Stallion helicopter assigned to the 
Thunder Chickens of Marine Medium Tiltrotor 
Squadron (VMM) 263 launches from the San 
Antonio-class amphibious transport dock ship USS 
Mesa Verde (LPD 19). 

View Gallery (7 Photos) 
 
NAMRU-Dayton Leading the Way in Unmanned 

Systems Human Factors Research by Dr. Richard Arnold 
from Navy Medicine Live, February 8 

Dr. Richard D. Arnold is Aeromedical Director at Naval 
Aerospace Medical Research Unit-Dayton. 

In the late 1990s, the Naval Aerospace Medical Research 
Laboratory (NAMRL) in Pensacola, Fla. conducted early 
research on selection testing of RQ-2 Pioneer Unmanned 
Aircraft Systems (UAS) operators. After moving to Wright-
Patterson Air Force Base, Ohio last year as part of a Base 
Realignment and Closure (BRAC), the NAMRL team became 
the Aeromedical Directorate of the Naval Medical Research 
Unit – Dayton (NAMRU-Dayton). 

The previous NAMRL research was successful in 
developing effective tests to select qualified Pioneer UAS 
operator candidates, but the significant changes that have 
occurred in UAS vehicles like interfaces and concepts of 
operations during the intervening decade, coupled with the 
retirement of Pioneer, suggest the tests used previously may 
no longer be relevant for selecting operators of the new 
advanced systems. 

Last November NAMRU-Dayton hosted a tri-service 
workshop of UAS human factors research, development, test, 
and engineering. A range of critical research topics were 
identified over the course of the workshop. One of the major 

issues identified was the need for new research on UAS 
operator and crew selection. 

NAMRU-Dayton researchers, in collaboration with 
researchers at the Naval Air Warfare Center (Aircraft and 
Training System Divisions), conducted a large-scale job-task 
analysis spanning multiple unmanned air vehicles and crew 
positions. The preliminary results suggest that operators of 
these newer systems need a very different skill set from their 
Pioneer predecessors. 

Preliminary analyses suggest that UAS operator 
knowledge, skills, ability and other personal characteristics 
(KSAOs) related to communication, teamwork and decision 
making play the most significant roles in current UAS 
operations. 

Across all platforms studied, the top-rated operator 
KSAOs include such traits as oral comprehension, oral 
expression, team-work skills, written comprehension, 
dependability, accountability, self-discipline, critical thinking 
and task prioritization. 

In contrast to critical Pioneer KSAOS, physical and 
psychomotor skills were found to be relatively less important. 
For example hand-eye coordination, a skill critical for 
operation for the Pioneer vehicle ranked only 59th of 66 
KSAOs rated in this recent study of advanced and highly 
automated unmanned systems. 

http://www.med.navy.mil/sites/nmrc/Pages/namrud.htm 
 
Why Okinawa Won’t Be Celebrating if 4,700 U.S. 

Marines Move to Guam by Krista Mahr from Global Spin 
(TIME), February 7 

If you’re into planes, the hilltop park overlooking the U.S. 
Marine Corps Air Station Futenma is not a bad place to be. 
You can watch cargo planes make wide circles over the green 
hills of Okinawa all day, swooping down to the airfield below 
for a landing or practice drop, and lifting back up into the 
overcast winter sky. You can also get a pretty good idea of 
how the locals feel about those planes. A decidedly unsubtle 
placard at the overlook shows an aerial photo of the airstrip 
and the surrounding neighborhood rammed up against its 
fences. Every elementary school, kindergarten, hospital, 
elderly-care center, playground and religious institution within 
crashing distance is marked. Quite clearly. In English. 

For years, residents in the Okinawan city of Ginowan 
have called for the Futenma air base to leave their 
neighborhood. And for years, residents near Camp Schwab, a 
more remote Marine base on the north of the island that the 
U.S. and Japan have agreed will absorb Futenma, have been 
protesting that too. The Okinawans’ standoff – fueled as much 
if not more by resentment of Tokyo than the U.S. – has been a 
major headache between Japan and the U.S. at a time when 
both sides are looking to strengthen security ties in the face of 
the looming specter of a stronger and more assertive China. 

This week, something resembling a resolution — or at 
least a step forward in some direction — may be coming into 
focus. Japanese government sources told reporters that the 
U.S. and Japan had “reached a broad agreement” to transfer 
4,700 Marines off Okinawa and move them to Guam. If it 
goes ahead, the move would be a revision to a 2006 bilateral 
agreement, known as the U.S.-Japan Realignment Road Map, 
which originally linked the transfer of 8,000 Marines from 
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Okinawa to Guam with the relocation of the contentious 
Futenma air base out of the crowded city of Ginowan. 

The discussions are happening during meetings this week 
between the U.S. and Japan in Washington, and reports of the 
Marine transfer have not been confirmed or denied by the U.S. 
government. Commander Leslie Hull-Ryde, a Department of 
Defense spokesperson, said in a statement that “the United 
States and Japan are continuously looking for more efficient 
and effective ways to achieve the goals of the Realignment 
Road Map. However, no decisions have been made; therefore, 
there are no announcements to be made.” But the statement 
did affirm that “the two countries remain fully committed to 
the implementation of the Futenma Replacement Facility and 
the relocation of the MCAS Futenma air base to Camp 
Schwab.” 

Japanese media are reporting that a joint announcement is 
on its way within the week. Whatever it is, it’s not going to go 
down well on Okinawa, despite the fact that many on the 
island have been fighting for the Marines and all other U.S. 
military members to leave the island for years. Why? By 
detaching the Marine relocation from the 2006 deal – part of 
the U.S. “pivot to Asia” strategy of installing more smaller 
and nimble forces around the Pacific from Hawaii to Darwin 
to Guam – Okinawans may have lost whatever bargaining chip 
they had left with Tokyo. The incentive to find a good solution 
to the Futenma relocation now comes down to good faith, 
which isn’t to say that the U.S. and Tokyo are not committed 
to making Okinawans, who were occupied by the U.S. until 
1972, more comfortable with the arrangement. It’s just that 
Okinawans might not see it that way. 

While Guam, which has been waiting to receive the influx 
of Marines for years now, has for the most part been looking 
forward to the boom of a military buildup, Okinawans are fed 
up with hosting half the American forces in Japan. The U.S. 
military has exclusive access to 18% of island, and most of 
that is encircled in high fences and barbed wire, which, 
frankly, makes it feel like a lot more. Though islanders blame 
the worst atrocities they endured during World War II on the 
Imperial Army, their list of grievances with the U.S. military 
and its personnel is also long, running from daily nuisances 
like plane noise and drunk Marines ending up in their yards to 
fatal traffic accidents and sexual assault. The brutal 
kidnapping and rape of a 12-year-old girl by three U.S. service 
members led to massive protests in 1995 and, ultimately, laid 
the foundation of the agreement to move Futenma. 

Mike Green, Japan chair at the Center for Strategic and 
International Studies in Washington, says although a “garrison 
mentality” that developed during the U.S. occupation “created 
a lot of resentment,” the military has been working hard to get 
its act together. “The crimes by American soldiers and 
Marines are way down,” Green says. “The safety records are 
way up. They have taken all these measures to reduce the 
impact.” 

But for many, the deadlock in Okinawa is not as simple as 
finding the right place to move loud aircraft and rowdy 20-
year-olds out of a crowded neighborhood. It’s about 70 years 
of feeling overlooked and abandoned by Tokyo. The island 
remains the poorest prefecture in Japan, with one of the 
highest unemployment rates, despite the oft touted economic 
benefits that the 26,000 American personnel and their families 
bring. “Okinawa was totally destroyed during the war,” says 

Susumu Matayoshi, director general of the Okinawa 
prefectural government. “Who started the war? Japan. During 
30 years of [U.S.] occupation, while Japan was enjoying an 
industrial boom, Okinawa was left behind.” 

It’s hard to see how Okinawans won’t interpret this 
week’s arrangement, whatever it turns out to be, as another 
deal made with the mainland’s interests at heart. Toshio Odo, 
a retired teacher out taking a morning walk along the fence 
near his house in Ginowan, points up at a plane coming in for 
a landing. “I can see the faces of the pilots from my house,” he 
says. When he was a boy, Odo says, he watched his friend 
killed in a hit-and-run accident. The driver, an American 
serviceman, got out of his car, threw a blanket over the dead 
boy, and drove off. “This was America then. We couldn’t do 
anything,” recalls Odo, now 63. “I’m not against Americans. 
I’m not against any nationality. But I am against people who 
treat us cheaply because they have power.” 

 
From an Outsider’s Perspective: Witnessing The 

Inaugural Kandahar Role 3 Hospital Training by Bruce 
Cummins from Navy Medicine Live, February 7 

From Jan.12 – 21, I had the opportunity to view, from an 
outsider’s perspective, the inaugural Kandahar Role 3 Hospital 
Training course at the Naval Expeditionary Medical Training 
Institute in Camp Pendleton, Calif. 

I was sent on temporary orders to document the two-week 
training program that is designed to bring together the entire 
staff of a forward-deployed medical facility for the first time 
in medical pre-deployment training history. I bore witness 
through the lens of my camera, through the numerous 
interviews conducted and through the personal relationships 
developed, to what a group of individuals is capable of in 
preparing to deploy to one of the most hostile environments on 
the face of the earth. 

From the onset, I simply observed, watching each of these 
people begin the journey that would ultimately lead them 
through the world’s busiest military trauma facility. 
Personalities developed, particulars emerged from simply 
living in close quarters, and I often found myself wondering 
how these individuals would function together — getting a job 
done that often seemed hopeless. 

Initially, the novelty of the situation birthed a fascination 
for many involved, most of who were on their initial 
deployment to a combat zone. The reality of the situation 
seemed a lifetime away, simply images shown on a screen in 
their living rooms. The reality of it all, however, became 
transparent when a Navy Trauma Training Center (NTTC) 
orthopedic surgeon provided a two-hour lecture, describing in 
detail and aided by a graphic slideshow, the types of injuries 
the Kandahar Role 3 Hospital Training Course student might 
expect to see. 

I didn’t watch the slideshow, concentrating instead on the 
faces of the individuals in the class, and noticing how very 
real what they were going to experience had become. 

It was at this point, after documenting numerous training 
scenarios in which individual groups participated, that I began 
to see the necessity of these personnel working together. The 
importance of the team aspect this training seemed to foster. 
But I wondered still how this group of individuals, only a few 
of whom had met previous to the course, would function in an 
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environment that would demand every ounce of their body, 
mind, heart and soul. 

I watched logistics specialists and gunner’s mates learn 
how to transport an injured person during a patient handling 
class, affixing a tourniquet to a simulated wound while 
simulated explosions and instructors screamed at students to 
hurry. I saw corpsmen and Medical Service Corps officers exit 
a Humvee and fire weapons at the NEMTI Fire Arms Training 
System (FATS) small arms simulator. I watched all personnel 
participate in arduous clinical skill station courses, many of 
which were instructed by Navy Reserve medical professionals 
who had served at the very hospital they were training these 
students to staff. 

The NEMTI-sponsored Kandahar Role 3 Training Course 
culminated with a final exercise, a series of events that I felt 
would overwhelm the students — a no-win scenario during 
which any and every eventuality would prove likelihood at the 
‘hospital’ they would be required to staff for the duration of 
the event. 

Each service member participating — the doctors, nurses, 
Medical Service Corps officers, corpsmen and support 
personnel — were to be actively engaged in a field hospital 
environment. With the aid of several outside vendors who 
provided their time and materials, the flow of ‘patients’ into 
the hospital seemed never-ending. Realistic mannequins 
flooded the triage area, the ward, patient receiving and the 

operating room. Scenarios involving security breaches, local 
nationals gaining access to visit personnel treated, and 
multiple ‘attacks’ added an element of reality to the exercise, 
which continued well into the night. 

Only when exiting the field hospital and walking away 
did I remember this was simply an exercise, and while I 
expected a chaotic mess, what I witnessed was a seamless 
transition to a multi-faceted unit, one of which I don’t doubt 
will function at the highest level, saving the lives of personnel 
injured in Afghanistan. 

These nearly 200 Navy personnel from various disciplines 
and backgrounds are no doubt a team, one with a mission that 
will undoubtedly challenge them on every level imaginable, 
and I — not a medical professional by trade and somewhat 
ignorant of the method in which these personnel operate — 
remained awed at the adaptability, willingness to sacrifice and 
teamwork this unit epitomized. 

There is no doubt they will succeed; the intensity with 
which they trained was evident. As I look back through the 
nearly 6,000 photos I took during my visit, I am struck again 
at the manner in which these Sailors and officers have worked 
together, and under the guidance of the NEMTI staff, 
developed a reliance on one another, a sense of teamwork that 
will result in Navy Medicine continuing its mission — 
providing world-class care … anytime, anywhere. 

Return to Index 
 
 



 

1 
 

 
This Week in the War of 1812: 
On July 12, 1812, U.S. Gen. William Hull's Army invaded Upper Canada at Sandwich across from Detroit. 
After his request to build a naval fleet on Lake Erie was ignored, Hull unsuccessfully led his troops to 
Canada. He quickly withdrew back to the American side of the river after hearing that other nearby forts had 
already been captured by the British. Hull's failed attempt was viewed as an example of poor communication 
and preparation for war by the U.S. government. For more information on the War of 1812, visit 
hhttttpp::////wwwwww..oouurrffllaaggwwaassssttiilllltthheerree..oorrgg// 

  
TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. 'Adh Mor': Irish Officials Salute Naval Academy 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 06 JUL 12) ... U.S. Naval Academy Public Affairs 

WASHINGTON -- The Ambassador of Ireland to the United States held an evening reception, July 5, in Washington, D.C., to 
wish the Naval Academy football team luck as they prepare to play the Notre Dame Fighting Irish, Sept. 1, at a sold-out Aviva 
Stadium in Dublin, Ireland. 

 
2. War Games To Dominate The Pacific 
(SKY NEWS (AUSTRALIA) 08 JUL 12) 

Nations from around the world are taking part in a war game off the coast of Hawaii. 
 

3. U.S. Beefs Up Gulf Naval Force Amid Tension With Iran 
(REUTERS 07 JUL 12) ... Andrew Hammond 

DUBAI -- A U.S. navy ship that had been slated for decommissioning has been sent instead to the Gulf to help mine-clearing 
operations, the U.S. Fifth Fleet based in Bahrain said, the latest move in a gradual U.S. build-up as tensions with Iran smoulder. 

 
4. Gators Gaining Ground 
Anchorage’s ‘strong’ INSURV continues LPD 17 resurgence 
(NAVY TIMES 16 JUL 12) ... Christopher P. Cavas 

ABOARD THE AMPHIBIOUS TRANSPORT DOCK ANCHORAGE — The dark waters of the Gulf of Mexico were quickly 
covered in frothy fire-fighting foam as they flooded into the well deck of this 25,000-ton ship. Although the vessel’s rolls were gentle, 
the water sloshed dramatically back and forth, splashing almost to the full three-deck height of the space. Watching intently were 
members of the Navy’s Board of Inspection and Survey, looking to see whether the brand-new Anchorage could successfully ballast 
down and flood the deck in 15 minutes or less, then pump the space dry in 45 minutes. 

 

CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
5. Afghan Conflict Losing Air Power As U.S. Pulls Out 
(NEW YORK TIMES 07 JUL 12) ... C. J. Chivers 

Death stopped Abdul Qayum, a Taliban commander in Afghanistan’s Zabul Province, in a fiery flash and roar. 
 

6. New Zealanders Buoy Business At Aloha Tower 
(HONOLULU STAR-ADVERTISER 06 JUL 12) ... William Cole 

Nikol DeWoody, a bartender for Bikini Cantina at Aloha Tower Marketplace, recently received nine marriage proposals — all 
from New Zealand navy sailors, all on the same night. 
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7.  ‘It's A Really Hard Exam’ 
U.S. Navy's inspections chief talks about LPD 17 ships, state of fleet 
(DEFENSE NEWS 09 JUL 12) ... Christopher P. Cavas 

Rear Adm. Robert Wray, president of the U.S. Navy's Board of Inspection and Survey (INSURV), spoke with Defense News on 
June 21 onboard the new amphibious ship Anchorage (LPD 23) as that ship's acceptance sea trials neared their end. 

 
8. High Speed Vessel Swift Departs Kenya After APS Visit 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 09 JUL 12) ... Ensign Joe Keiley, HSV 2 Swift Public Affairs 

MOMBASA, Kenya -- High Speed Vessel Swift (HSV 2) hosted training with Kenyan Sailors during a two-day port visit that 
ended July 7 in support of Africa Partnership Station (APS) East 2012. 

 
9. USS Harry S. Truman Leaves Norfolk Naval Shipyard For Sea Trials 
(WTKR CBS NORFOLK 08 JUL 12) ... Matt Knight 

ATLANTIC OCEAN – The aircraft carrier U.S. S Harry S. Truman left Norfolk Naval Shipyard to begin sea trails on Saturday, 
one of the final milestones of its Docking Planned Incremental Availability (DPIA). 

 

GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
10. U.S.-Japan Alliance Grows For Asia-Pacific Security Balance 
Japan’s military buildup to play crucial role in countering China 
(KOREA HERALD 08 JUL 12) ... Song Sang-ho 

Japan is more aggressively pushing to become a “normal state” with a full-fledged military as China increasingly flexes its naval 
might and North Korea tests its patience with missile and nuclear tests. 

 
11. China Carrier's Sea Trial Includes New Fighter Mock-Ups 
(DEFENSE NEWS 09 JUL 12) ... Wendell Minnick 

TAIPEI — One week after China's Defense Ministry announced the start of "combat ready" naval patrols for the South China 
Sea, the Navy issued a navigation ban for ships in the northern Bohai Sea to steer clear of China's aircraft carrier during a 25-day trial 
off Liaoning July 5-30. 

 
12. Japan Plan To Buy Islands Draws China’s Condemnation 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 08 JUL 12) 

A Japanese government plan to buy uninhabited islands owned by a private investor provoked condemnation from China, which 
also claims it owns the rocky outcroppings, the latest flare-up in a dispute over territory and resources in the East China Sea. 

 
13. Tougher Line Urged On South China Sea 
(SOUTH CHINA MORNING POST (HONG KONG) 09 JUL 12) ... Teddy Ng and Greg Torode 

The country's leading foreign affairs and military experts yesterday called on Beijing to take a tougher approach to mounting 
tensions in the South China Sea ahead of a key regional summit in Cambodia this week. 

 
14. Defence Ready To Muscle Up 
Australia has a choice: spend big preparing for war or focus on smaller regional skirmishes. 
(SYDNEY MORNING HERALD 07 JUL 12) ... Deborah Snow and Hamish McDonald 

It takes the skills of a diplomat as well as those of a soldier to head the Australian Defence Force. So it was startling to hear 
unusually plain talk from the present chief, General David Hurley, at a low-key event at the Lowy Institute in Sydney one evening last 
month. 

 
15. Submarines No Longer All At Sea 
(SYDNEY MORNING HERALD 09 JUL 12) ... Hamish McDonald and Deborah Snow 

Australia has learned valuable lessons from its Collins class headaches. 
 

16. Navy Eyeing Off New Japanese Submarines 
(SYDNEY MORNING HERALD 09 JUL 12) ... Hamish McDonald 

The admiral in charge of planning for Australia's next generation of submarines and the chief defence scientist are studying an 
advanced new submarine in service with the Japanese navy. 
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17. Navy Plans Rs 10000 Crore Worth Expansion At Karwar Base 
Indian Navy Plans $1.8-Billion Expansion Project at Karwar Base in Karnataka 
(PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 09 JUL 12) 

NEW DELHI -- The Navy is planning a major expansion of its strategic Karwar naval base in Karnataka where it will berth its 
Russian-origin aircraft carrier Admiral Gorshkov and carry out military aircraft operations. 

 
18. Syria Military Holds Exercises In Show Of Force 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 08 JUL 12) ... Albert Aji and Zeina Karam 

DAMASCUS, Syria — In a show of force, Syria began large-scale military exercises Sunday to simulate defending the country 
against outside “aggression.” Damascus’ staunch ally Iran warned of a “catastrophe” in the region if no political solution to the 16-
month-old Syrian conflict is found. 

 
19. Turkey Aims At Expanding, Diversifying Fleet 
(DEFENSE NEWS 09 JUL 12) ... Umit Enginsoy and Burak Ege Bekdil 

ANKARA — In anticipation of a multitude of security threats in its region, Turkey is seeking to both expand and diversify its air 
fleet. 

 
20. Brazil Again Puts Off Decision In Fighter Jet Competition 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESS 07 JUL 12) 

BRASILIA, Brazil — The Brazilian Air Force has asked bidders to renew their offers on a contract to provide 36 next-generation 
fighter jets, extending for six months a race between U.S., French and Swedish contestants. 

 
21. Britain's 30 Submarine Fires In Past Four Years 
UK Military Admits 30 Fires Occurred on Nuclear Submarines Over Past Three Years 
(LONDON TIMES (UK) 08 JUL 12) ... Emily Payne 

The Ministry of Defence [MoD] has admitted that there have been 30 fires on Britain's nuclear submarines over the past three 
years. 

 

PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
22. Navy Ramps Up Crackdown On Drug Use 
Widens testing for synthetics, alcohol, prescription drugs 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 08 JUL 12) ... Jeanette Steele 

It’s not the stuff Grandma pours into her bathtub. So-called bath salts, a new designer drug that causes euphoria and intense 
stimulation, has the Navy and Marine Corps running to keep up when drug-testing troops — especially following another recent drug 
fad, the fake pot known as Spice. 

 
23. Transition Benefits: Shipmates To Workmates Forum To Be Held At Naval Base Ventura County 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 08 JUL 12) ... Naval Facilities Engineering Command Public Affairs 

WASHINGTON -- As part of the Shipmates to Workmates program, the Naval Facilities Engineering Command will co-host a 
job forum July 10 at Naval Base Ventura County (NBVC) to inform Sailors about career opportunities in the federal government. 

 
24. Annual SDAP Recertification Begins 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 06 JUL 12) ... Navy Personnel Command Public Affairs 

MILLINGTON, Tenn. -- The Navy announced the annual recertification of Special Duty Assignment Pay (SDAP) for fiscal year 
2012 in a message released July 6. 

 
25. Big Dip In Unemployment Rate For Young Veterans 
(NAVY TIMES 06 JUL 12) ... Rick Maze 

The jobless rate for Iraq and Afghanistan veterans fell dramatically in June despite an overall economy that produced few jobs 
and left the national unemployed rate unchanged. 

 
26. PTSD Study Halfway Finished 
Largest research project in U.S. military history, started in 2001, follows 187K service members for 21 years 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 08 JUL 12) ... Nathan Max 

The largest research project in U.S. military history aimed at studying the long-term effects of post-traumatic stress disorder has 
now passed the halfway point. 
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27. USS Carter Hall Brings Crew Member Home To NL 
Last OpSail inspired Evan Westbrook to serve with the Navy 
(NEW LONDON DAY 09 JUL 12) ... Brian Hallenbeck Day Staff Writer 

NEW LONDON- - Evan Westbrook grew up on Montauk Avenue, right across the street from Michael's Dairy. 
 

FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE//PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
28. U.S. Navy Orders Next-Generation Hovercraft 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESS 06 JUL 12) 

WASHINGTON — The U.S. Navy on Friday ordered the first of its next-generation landing craft, with options for eight more, as 
it moves to replace its aging hovercraft fleet, the Pentagon announced. 

 
29. USS Somerset To Be Christened Later This Month 
(SOMERSET COUNTY (PA) DAILY AMERICAN 06 JUL 12) ... Vicki Rock 

The christening ceremony for the future USS Somerset will be one of the last public ceremonies for the ship named in honor of 
America's County. 

 
30. Lockheed Ready To Deliver UK's First F-35 
(FLIGHT GLOBAL 08 JUL 12) ... Craig Hoyle 

FARNBOROUGH -- Lockheed Martin (chalet D9-10, OE8) will deliver its first F-35 Joint Strike Fighter to an international 
customer on 19 July, with the UK to formally accept short take-off and vertical landing (STOVL) test aircraft BK-1. 

 
31. Demand For Aegis BMD Could Impact Other Missions: Report 
(DEFENSE DAILY 07 JUL 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

The demand for Aegis-equipped cruisers and destroyers for carrying out ballistic missile defense (BMD) could put pressure on 
those ships for performing other missions, such as strike, around the world, according to a report last week by the Congressional 
Research Service (CRS). 

 
32. Navy Begins Integration Of Raytheon's Decoy Jammer 
(DEFENSE DAILY 07 JUL 12) 

The Navy and Raytheon have begun integration of an air-launched decoy with a jamming capability onto the service's fleet of 
F/A-18s Super Hornets, the company recently said. 

 
33. Cruiser To Test New Nonskid Coating 
(NAVY TIMES 07 JUL 12) ... Jacqueline Klimas 

A new nonskid coating for ship flight decks and walkways is being tested aboard the cruiser Cape St. George. 
 

34. Navy, Microsoft Sign $700 Million Agreement 
Deal consolidates previous Microsoft licenses into one enterprise agreement covering desktop and server 
software. 
(INFORMATION WEEK 06 JUL 12) ... Patience Wait 

The U.S. Navy has signed a three-year enterprise license agreement with Microsoft that is worth up to $700 million. 
 

35. Top U.S. Lawmaker Tours Rhode Island Submarine Facility 
House Whip Visits Electric Boat Manufacturing 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 07 JUL 12) ... David Klepper 

NORTH KINGSTOWN, R.I. - The No. 2 Democrat in the U.S. House of Representatives joined U.S. Rep. James Langevin on 
Friday in calling on Congress to approve funding to maintain production levels at Electric Boat's submarine manufacturing plants in 
Rhode Island and Connecticut. 

 
36. Defense Firms Fear U.S. Budget Cuts 
Pentagon faces more than $50 billion in automatic reductions unless Congress acts 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 09 JUL 12) ... Nathan Hodge 

WASHINGTON—A specter is haunting Washington--the specter of sequestration. 
 

37. Airshow: U.S. Arms Makers: Uncertainty Paralyzing Investment, Jobs 
(REUTERS 08 JUL 12) ... Andrea Shalal-Esa 

FARNBOROUGH, England -- Uncertainty about the depth of U.S. budget cuts is having a paralyzing effect on the American 
defence industry's plans for investment and hiring, top executives from the sector warned on Sunday. 
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BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
38. Walking Tour Opens At U.S. Naval Academy 
(WBAL NBC BALTIMORE 06 JUL 12) ... Nadia Ramdass 

Visitors can walk their way through history at the U.S. Naval Academy and the city of Annapolis. 
 

39. Navy Week Scheduled In Sioux Falls For July 19-28 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 08 JUL 12) 

SIOUX FALLS, S.D. -- Sioux Falls will host its first ever Navy Week later this month. 
 

40. OpSail 2012 Kicks Off With Navy And Marines Hovercraft Demonstration 
(NEW HAVEN (CT) REGISTER 06 JUL 12) ... Mark Zaretsky 

EAST LYME — What attracts people to OpSail 2012 Connecticut and events like it may well be the beauty, grace and majesty of 
all those tall sailing ships sailing together — and that certainly will be the order of the day today, when 23 ships sail into New London 
and up the Thames River. 

 
41. From Ship To Shore, A Celebratory Mood 
Anchor tangle delays the parade, not the party 
(NEW LONDON DAY 08 JUL 12) ... Kathleen Edgecomb and Jennifer McDermott 

For some, the best part of Saturday's Parade of Sail may have happened before any boats got under way. 
 

42. COMSUBGRU 2 And USS Pittsburgh Sailors Recognized At Boston Red Sox Game 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 08 JUL 12) ... Lt. Cmdr. Jennifer Cragg, Commander, Submarine Group 2 Public Affairs 

BOSTON -- Commander, Submarine Group 2 and four Sailors assigned to the Los Angeles-class attack submarine USS 
Pittsburgh (SSN 720), who all hail from Massachusetts, were recognized at the Boston Red Sox vs. Yankees Major Baseball League 
game at Fenway Park in Boston July 7-8. 

 
43. Ike Hosts Spanish Dignitaries 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 08 JUL 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Yasmine T. Muhammad, USS Dwight D. 
Eisenhower Public Affairs 

PALMA DE MALLORCA, Spain -- USS Dwight D. Eisenhower (CVN 69) (Ike) hosted a reception for Spanish dignitaries 
during a scheduled port visit to Palma de Mallorca, Spain, July 5. 

 
44. Farragut Sailors Honor Heritage Of Ship's Namesake 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 07 JUL 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class A.J. Jones, USS Farragut Public Affairs 

MENORCA, Spain (NNS) -- Sailors assigned to guided-missile destroyer USS Farragut (DDG 99) celebrated the birthday of the 
ship's namesake, Adm. David Glasgow Farragut, at a ceremony in the town square of Ciutadella, Menorca, Spain, July 5. 

 
45. Clinton Vows Safe Operation Of Osprey Aircraft In Japan 
(KYODO NEWS 08 JUL 12) ... Takuya Karube 

TOKYO -- U.S. Secretary of State Hillary Clinton on Sunday pledged to ensure the safe operation of Osprey military aircraft to 
be deployed at a base in Japan later this year, suggesting there is no change in Washington's schedule for the transfer, despite strong 
local opposition. 

 

NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
46. 16 Loved – And Hated – U.S. Institutions 
Americans have the most confidence in the military of 16 major U.S. institutions. 
(ORANGE COUNTY (CA) REGISTER 05 JUL 12) ... Jan Norman 

Most Americans have the highest confidence in the U.S. military and practically none in Congress, according to a new Gallup 
poll. 

 
47. Military Cuts Loom As Late Campaign Issue 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 09 JUL 12) ... Patrick O'Connor 

For all the focus on the unemployment rate heading into the November elections, the layoffs that could most complicate President 
Barack Obama's re-election prospects wouldn't take effect until early next year. 
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48. U.S. Firms Spending More On Lobbying 
(DEFENSE NEWS 07 JUL 12) ... Zachary Fryer-Biggs 

U.S.-based prime contractors may be looking for ways to cut costs in a difficult defense market, but they’re not skimping on 
lobbying. 

 
49. Team Shows UAVs Vulnerable To ‘Spoofing’ 
(DEFENSE NEWS 09 JUL 12) ... James K. Sanborn 

A University of Texas (UT) team has managed to spend less than $1,000 to construct a GPS "spoofing" device that 
commandeered a UAV and sent it veering off course. 

 
50. Battleship Iowa Goes Great Guns On Museum Opening Day 
More than 3,000 people visit the vessel at its new home in San Pedro. About 15% of the ship is currently 
open to the public, but plans call for 95% to be accessible by 2015. 
(LOS ANGELES TIMES 08 JUL 12) ... Harriet Ryan 

The fearsome guns of the battleship Iowa protected FDR from torpedo attacks and helped destroy the Japanese military in World 
War II. They shelled North Korea in the 1950s and patrolled the Central American coast during the Cold War. 

 
51. Historic Destroyer May Get Back To The Sea 
USS Cassin Young to receive hull repairs in attempt to extend ship’s lifespan 
(BOSTON GLOBE 08 JUL 12) ... Phil Primack 

The USS Cassin Young, which endured one of the last kamikaze attacks of World War II, has now survived more than a year of 
bureaucratic wrangling and will soon get repairs to put the 376-foot destroyer back in the water. The decision comes nearly two years 
after a leaking hull landed it high and dry in a Charlestown Navy Yard dry dock. 

 
52. New Erie Exhibit Recalls Building Of Perry's 1812 Fleet 
(ERIE (PA) TIMES-NEWS 07 JUL 12) ... Ron Leonardi 

William Garvey believes Erie reawakens every 50 years to celebrate Commodore Oliver Hazard Perry's legacy to the city. 
 

53. Ship’s Wake Damages Gangway At Museum 
(NEW YORK TIMES 09 JUL 12) ... Eric P. Newcomer 

A long-decommissioned submarine faced an unusual adversary early Sunday — the wake from a huge cruise ship that was trying 
to dock at a nearby Hudson River pier. 

 
54. Old Battleship Reopens, Its Future Course Unclear 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 09 JUL 12) ... Ana Campoy 

The USS Texas, the oldest surviving battleship of its kind, reopened over the weekend as a floating museum on a bayou near 
Houston after leaks that flooded it for weeks were repaired. 

 
55. Durable Borgnine's Motto: 'You Gotta Go To Work' 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 08 JUL 12) ... David Germain 

LOS ANGELES — He was a tubby tough guy with a pug of a mug, as unlikely a big-screen star or a romantic lead as could be 
imagined. 

 
56. Week In Review Jun. 30, 2012 – Jul. 06, 2012 
(YOUTUBE 06 JUL 12) ... U.S. Navy 

Welcome to this week's U.S. Navy multimedia production featuring selected images from around the fleet received during the 
week of Jun. 30, 2012 – Jul. 06, 2012. 

 

OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
57. Conservatives And The Law Of The Sea Time Warp 
The treaty has been improved in ways Reagan wanted and it's time the U.S. signed on. 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 09 JUL 12) ... John Norton Moore 

In his testimony before the Senate Foreign Relations Committee last month, former Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld urged 
legislators to reject the 30-year-old Law of the Sea Treaty, saying it would force the United States "to pay royalties to less productive 
countries, based on rhetoric about the common heritage of mankind." 
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58. Exploiting Iran’s Vulnerabilities 
(WASHINGTON POST 09 JUL 12) ... Michael Singh 

Predictably, last week’s “expert level” talks between Iran and world powers were no more fruitful than previous rounds, leaving 
little optimism for a negotiated resolution to the nuclear crisis anytime soon. Western policymakers, buoyed by their success in 
reducing Iran’s oil exports , appear content to give sanctions more time to work, in the hope that once Tehran feels their full effect 
negotiators will return to the table, more ready to compromise. 

 
59. 13 Minutes To Doomsday 
Two decades after the Cold War, time to de-alert nuclear missiles 
(WASHINGTON POST 09 JUL 12) ... Editorial 

Throughout the Cold War, the United States kept land-based missiles with nuclear warheads on alert and ready to launch in three 
to four minutes after the president gave the order. Every president of the missile age was briefed about the procedure: In the event of 
an impending attack, the decision to launch would have to be made in 13 minutes or less. The theory of deterrence was that the United 
States had to threaten certain and large-scale retaliation against the Soviet Union, and that meant being prepared to shoot fast. 

 
60. Heading Off Sequestration 
What Congress Can Do To Avoid Devastating Cuts 
(DEFENSE NEWS 08 JUL 12) ... U.S. Sen. Roger Wicker 

As the U.S. celebrates the bicentennial of the War of 1812, the lessons of that long-ago conflict should not be forgotten by today’s 
policymakers. In those bleak years, the U.S. saw that even the border of an expansive ocean would not fully protect our nation. 

 
61. Cut Wisely — Or Else 
(DEFENSE NEWS 08 JUL 12) ... Editorial 

In Britain last week, the top defense story was the historic Army units that will be disbanded as part of the deep cuts announced 
nearly two years ago. 

 
62. Spice’s Legal, Physical Risks Compounded By Link To Psychosis 
(NAVY TIMES 16 JUL 12) ... Bret A. Moore 

A designer drug that mimics marijuana, known as spice, K2 and by other names, continues to increase in popularity, particularly 
among troops — despite the government’s efforts to crack down on it. 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. 'Adh Mor': Irish Officials Salute Naval Academy 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 06 JUL 12) ... U.S. Naval Academy Public Affairs 

WASHINGTON -- The Ambassador of Ireland to the 
United States held an evening reception, July 5, in 
Washington, D.C., to wish the Naval Academy football team 
luck as they prepare to play the Notre Dame Fighting Irish, 
Sept. 1, at a sold-out Aviva Stadium in Dublin, Ireland. 

His Excellency Michael Collins hosted Secretary of the 
Navy Ray Mabus, Chief of Naval Operations Jonathan 
Greenert, Naval Academy Superintendent Vice Adm. Michael 
Miller and more than one hundred guests at the evening's 
event. 

Billed as the "Emerald Isle Classic,” the game will be the 
first played between Navy and Notre Dame in Ireland since 
1996, and will showcase one of the finest sporting traditions in 
American college football. Tickets sold out in less than two 
hours when they went on sale in Ireland a few months ago. It 
also marks the largest ever contingent of traveling fans for a 
stand-alone sporting event outside the U.S., with over 33,000 
making the trip to Ireland. The game will be televised Sept. 1, 
on CBS at 9 a.m. Eastern. 

Collins praised the Naval Academy and welcomed guests 
to Ireland during his remarks. 

"Midshipmen of the Naval Academy represent the 
American spirit of honor, service, leadership and dedication 
and we are honoured that Dublin will play host to what is an 
historic rivalry between two of the world's most famous 
schools," Collins said. "There have been some who have 
suggested to me that the Irish may have a bias toward Notre 
Dame for some reason. I hope that tonight will go some way 

to dispelling that notion - we love Navy too! We welcomed 
over a million Americans to Ireland as visitors last year but we 
are always keen to welcome more." 

Mabus praised the global partnership between the Navy 
and Ireland. 

"If you look at the list of commanders and Sailors in the 
American Navy, from as far back as the war of 1812, you will 
be struck by the great number of Irish descendants who served 
aboard those ships," Mabus said. "We continue to do that 
today, serving shoulder to shoulder in places throughout the 
world." 

Enda Kenny T.D., An Taoiseach (Prime Minister of 
Ireland), said in a video message, Ireland and America enjoy a 
unique and vibrant relationship. 

"So many Americans can trace their roots back to Ireland 
and in almost every corner of America there is Irish-America," 
Kenny said. "We are very proud and delighted that the links 
between our two countries are enduring and so strongWe hope 
that you will come back again next year for The Gathering 
2013 when we invite anyone who has Irish blood, a link to 
Ireland or simply a love of our country to come and visit 
Ireland for a series of amazing and diverse events throughout 
all of next year." 

The Navy-Notre Dame series has been played annually 
since 1927, making it the longest uninterrupted intersectional 
series in college football. Navy has emerged victorious in 
three of the past five years making the fixture a lot more 
competitive after decades of Notre Dame victories. 

Return to Index 
 

2. War Games To Dominate The Pacific 
(SKY NEWS (AUSTRALIA) 08 JUL 12) 

Nations from around the world are taking part in a war 
game off the coast of Hawaii. 

ABC radio Australia reports: Tonga, New Zealand, the 
U.S. and Australia are among the nations taking part as more 
than 40 ships, six submarines, hundreds of aircraft and 25-
thousand personnel will attempt to fend off mock attacks. 

Australian Navy Commodore Stuart Mayer, who is 
commanding the maritime forces of all the nations, told Radio 
Australia's Pacific Beat program the four week event offers 
something for all the countries taking part. 

'All of the countries have different training objectives, and 
what we try to do is tailor the exercise to meet the training 
objectives of each of those countries,' Commodore Mayer 
said. 

Commodore Mayer says the exercises range from the 
relatively simple in humanitarian assistance, disaster relief and 
maritime security, to more complex war fighting objectives 
like anti-submarine warfare and air warfare. 

'No one nation can be responsible for protecting the 
maritime commons,' Commodore Mayer said. 

'It actually needs the collective effort of all like-minded 
nations to work to providing a secure maritime domain 
through which so much of the wealth of this region flows.' 

Australia's list of activities is particularly ambitious, 
Commodore Mayer says, with HMAS Darwin taking on the 
role of air defence commander, which is typically only carried 
out by U.S. forces. 

View Clip 
Return to Index 
 

3. U.S. Beefs Up Gulf Naval Force Amid Tension With Iran 
(REUTERS 07 JUL 12) ... Andrew Hammond 

DUBAI -- A U.S. navy ship that had been slated for 
decommissioning has been sent instead to the Gulf to help 
mine-clearing operations, the U.S. Fifth Fleet based in Bahrain 
said, the latest move in a gradual U.S. build-up as tensions 
with Iran smoulder. 

A fleet spokesman in Manama said the USS Ponce, 
described as a "afloat forward staging base" (AFSB), had 

arrived on Thursday after undergoing refitting for its new 
mission. 

"Ponce's primary mission is to support mine 
countermeasures operations and other missions, such as the 
ability to provide repair service to other deployed units," the 
spokesman said in a statement. "Additionally, Ponce also has 
the capability to embark and launch small riverine craft." 



 

9 
 

Vice Admiral John Miller, commander of regional navy 
forces, said the Ponce boasted "enhanced capability to conduct 
maritime security operations, and gives us greater flexibility to 
support a wide range of contingencies with our regional 
partners.” 

Four U.S. minesweepers arrived in the Gulf last month to 
bolster the Fifth Fleet and ensure the safety of shipping routes 
in a waterway through which 40 percent of the world's 
seaborne oil exports flow. 

They arrived amid a flaring war of nerves between the 
United States and Iran over Tehran's disputed nuclear energy 
program and Iranian threats to block the Strait of Hormuz, the 
slender oil shipping channel out of the Gulf, in retaliation for a 
new European Union ban on its oil exports. 

The four minesweepers were ticketed for a seven-month 
deployment in an area of operations that includes the Gulf, 
Gulf of Oman, Red Sea and parts of the Indian Ocean. 

Tensions have simmered in the Gulf with big-power 
diplomacy to ease the nuclear dispute at an impasse and Israel 
renewing veiled threats to attack Iranian atomic sites from the 
air if sanctions and negotiations fail to curb Iran's nuclear 
advances. 

A string of hawkish Iranian statements - including a 
renewed threat to close the Strait and destroy U.S. bases in the 
region "within minutes" of an attack - over the past week 
helped thrust benchmark Brent crude oil prices above $100 for 
the first time since June. 

Iran has repeatedly warned of reprisals for any Israeli or 
U.S.-led strike on its nuclear installations, whose activities it 
says are purely peaceful but the West suspects are geared to 
developing the means to produce nuclear arms. 

Return to Index 
 

4. Gators Gaining Ground 
Anchorage’s ‘strong’ INSURV continues LPD 17 resurgence 
(NAVY TIMES 16 JUL 12) ... Christopher P. Cavas 

ABOARD THE AMPHIBIOUS TRANSPORT DOCK 
ANCHORAGE — The dark waters of the Gulf of Mexico 
were quickly covered in frothy fire-fighting foam as they 
flooded into the well deck of this 25,000-ton ship. Although 
the vessel’s rolls were gentle, the water sloshed dramatically 
back and forth, splashing almost to the full three-deck height 
of the space. Watching intently were members of the Navy’s 
Board of Inspection and Survey, looking to see whether the 
brand-new Anchorage could successfully ballast down and 
flood the deck in 15 minutes or less, then pump the space dry 
in 45 minutes. 

“Pretty picturesque, isn’t it?” said Jay Stefany, LPD 17-
class program manager at Naval Sea Systems Command. A 
veteran of all previous LPD 17 trials, Stefany pointed out that 
tests of the aqueous film-forming foam system that accounted 
for the suds weren’t usually done just before the ballast test. 
What was happening was a bit of accidental timing. 

After about an hour of watching the foamy waters rise and 
then recede in the well deck, Capt. Stephen Mitchell, 
NAVSEA’s supervisor of shipbuilding on the Gulf Coast, got 
the word on the test: “They flooded in about 13 minutes, 
pumped out in a bit over 40. She passed.” The ballast test was 
just one of thousands conducted over five days by the 
INSURV crew. INSURV picked through the 684-foot-long 
gator, designed to carry nearly 700 Marines with their gear, 
vehicles and aircraft, all around the world. 

Past INSURV inspections of LPD 17-class ships have not 
all been routine. The first ship, San Antonio, was judged to be 
in poor condition at the time of its acceptance sea trials in June 
2005. The Navy accepted San Antonio despite knowing about 
numerous problems — and more arose after delivery. 

Subsequent ships also displayed serious problems, 
ranging from engine oil leaks to computer network issues. The 
ships of the LPD 17 class — the largest, most sophisticated 
and most expensive amphibious transport docks ever built — 
gained a notorious reputation. 

But with the successful trials of the last two ships — the 
sixth and seventh of a planned class of 11 — the program may 
finally be entering a new level of maturity. 

“The LPD 17 class has matured into a model program,” 
said Rear Adm. Rob Wray, president of INSURV, in a July 3 
email. “Early problems with the first ship have been identified 
and rectified; recent ships have had very few major 
deficiencies during acceptance trials. Huntington Ingalls 
Industries is doing good work, at both shipyards, and INSURV 
scores and statistics bear that out.” 

Running Through The Paces 
The inspection team came aboard June 18 at the HII 

shipyard in Avondale, La., just up the Mississippi River from 
New Orleans. 

After two days of pierside inspections, which included 
“cold checks” of the diesel main propulsion engines and 
generators and operation of the ship’s large knuckleboom 
crane, Anchorage cast off in the pre-dawn hours of June 20, 
heading past New Orleans and continuing more than 100 miles 
down the river to the Gulf. 

The inspection team included 38 uniformed technical 
inspectors with representatives from the fleet, NAVSEA and 
Space and Naval Warfare Systems Command. Numerous 
technical representatives from dozens of subcontractors stood 
by to rectify problems when they arose. 

Possibly the most significant issue occurred during the 
full-power astern trials, when the ship was required to back 
down at full power for one hour. Halfway through the run, the 
temperature of an engine lubrication oil pump rose to 
unacceptable levels; the test was halted after about 40 minutes. 

The problem was traced to an auxiliary seawater intake on 
the ship’s underside. Located forward of the propeller shafts, 
the intake was masked by cavitating bubbles as the ship 
moved astern. With no seawater to feed a heat exchanger to 
cool the lube oil pump, the temperature rose. 

It was a problem that had not previously been 
encountered on LPD 17-class ships, Stefany said, although it 
has appeared on other ships. 

Richard Schenk, the shipbuilder’s vice president for test 
and trials, convened a late-night brainstorming session with 
experts in the wardroom to hear ideas about what caused the 
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cavitation problem. The next day, Schenk offered some 
thoughts about what happened. 

“There was a heavier sea state” than on previous sea 
trials, he noted, with considerable wave-slapping on the square 
stern. The ship’s draft — how deep it lies in the water — was 
also a bit less than normal, possibly contributing to increased 
propeller cavitation. 

More testing and analysis, Stefany and Schenk said, 
would be needed before a final determination of the problem 
was reached. 

Other issues during the trials, Mitchell said, included an 
oil seal leak on a reduction gear — “fixable with a new part” 
— a shaft seal leak that would be fixed before the Navy takes 
over, and an electrical generator problem that INSURV rated a 
“one-off, new-ship issue” that would be fixed shortly. 

Most of the ship’s trial items fared better. The combat 
systems ran through detect-to-engage drills with few 
problems, the trials team reported. Unlike the live-fire 
demonstrations on a new destroyer, an amphibious ship’s 
weapons are not usually fired during trials. Rather, simulations 
are held, and the ship’s 30mm guns and SeaRAM missile 
launchers aren’t actually exercised until the Combat Systems 
Ship Qualifications Trials, which are held sometime after the 
ship enters service. 

‘An Improving Trend’ 
As the big ship headed back up the river June 22, hopes 

were high that Anchorage had passed with proverbial flying 
colors, and there was talk of flying a broom from the mast, 
signifying a clean sweep of the trial items. But as the ship 
passed New Orleans and began to prepare for returning to the 
shipyard, frowns broke out over preliminary inspection scores. 
While not bad, the scores weren’t as good as hoped for, and 
the broom remained in its locker. 

Mitchell, who, as the Navy’s chief shipyard inspector on 
the Gulf Coast, worked with the shipbuilders to get Anchorage 
ready, was disappointed but unfazed. 

“I think we’re on an improving trend,” he said. “There are 
no unfixable defects.” INSURV President Wray, in his July 3 
email, was positive in his evaluation of the ship. 

“In nearly all measures, LPD 23 Anchorage had a strong 
and successful trial,” he wrote. 

“Without any hesitation,” Wray declared, “we 
recommended her acceptance to the chief of naval operations.” 
Anchorage is expected to be delivered to the Navy in late July. 
After leaving the shipyard in the fall, it will head to its new 
home port of San Diego, and is expected to be ceremonially 
commissioned in her namesake city sometime next year. 

Return to Index 
 
 

CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
5. Afghan Conflict Losing Air Power As U.S. Pulls Out 
(NEW YORK TIMES 07 JUL 12) ... C. J. Chivers 

Death stopped Abdul Qayum, a Taliban commander in 
Afghanistan’s Zabul Province, in a fiery flash and roar. 

It was an evening in October last year, and Mr. Qayum 
was meeting several Afghans in a field. Though he did not 
know it, a Navy F/A-18 strike fighter was circling high 
overhead more than five miles away, summoned by an 
American Special Operations team. Its engines were out of 
earshot, the pilot said, “so we didn’t burn the target.” 

Mr. Qayum led a platoon-size Taliban group and was 
plotting to bomb an Afghan government office, an American 
intelligence officer said. Under Western rules guiding the use 
of deadly force, the pilot was barred from trying to kill him 
while he stood in a group of unidentified men. 

Then came a chance. The meeting ended, and Mr. Qayum 
approached a man who had pulled up on a motorcycle, the 
pilot and the intelligence officer said. Soon the two men were 
riding together on a dirt road, illuminated on the screen of the 
aircraft’s targeting sensor. 

The pilot, Lt. Cmdr. Brian Kesselring, released an AGM-
65E laser-guided missile. Visible on a video recording 
declassified and released to The New York Times, the missile 
struck the pair head-on, exploding with such energy that only 
fragments of Mr. Qayum’s remains were found. 

The killing of Mr. Qayum and his driver, confirmed by 
the Taliban and reviewed by The New York Times as part of 
an examination of operations in Afghanistan by 44 F/A-18s 
from the aircraft carrier John C. Stennis, was a demonstration 
of the extraordinary technical and tactical abilities of 
American air power. For both better and worse, that power has 
become a defining facet of the Afghan conflict and the 
American way of waging war. 

But the tight integration and expense of air missions, 
which in Navy crews’ case can cost up to $20,000 an hour, 
also raise questions about the prospects for the continuing 
fight against the Taliban. 

Weary of the costs of a long war, Western military forces 
have already begun withdrawing and handing greater security 
responsibility to Afghan forces. One worry, several officers 
said, is that these air operations have become essential, 
necessary for ground units that are operating in contested areas 
of Afghanistan and hoping to maintain influence, or even 
survive. And the Afghan government has nothing to match the 
role they play. 

Drawing from the experiences of more than a decade of 
fighting, and after repeatedly refining training and rules of 
engagement to address concerns about civilian casualties, 
aircrews work in close coordination with ground controllers 
more fully, and usually more precisely, than ever before. 

In carefully choreographed killings of tactical 
commanders like Mr. Qayum, use of heavier ordnance to beat 
back Taliban attacks, and efforts to keep roads clear of 
improvised fertilizer bombs, conventional American 
warplanes are integrated into the finest details of ground war. 
These missions, distinct from the C.I.A.-run drone program, 
have allowed a relatively small Western combat force, with 
just tens of thousands of troops actually patrolling each day, to 
wage war across a sprawling nation of 30 million people. 

The tactics for air-to-ground war have greatly evolved 
since the war’s start in 2001. One pilot, saying that he dropped 
just a single 1,000-pound bomb during a six-month 
deployment, recalled that at the war’s outset, planes would 
take off with more bombs than they were allowed to return 



 

11 
 

with for landings. “When this kicked off, they were launching 
aircraft with unrecoverable loads,” said the pilot, Lt. Cmdr. 
Peter Morgan. “Basically, you had to drop. That’s all 
changed.” 

A Sophisticated Balance 
F/A-18 strike fighters are among the world’s most 

advanced military aircraft, with a price of roughly $100 
million each and operating costs estimated at $18,000 to 
$20,000 per flight hour. Their sorties from the Stennis, each 
often lasting eight hours round-trip, almost always passed 
without violence. 

Part of this was the nature of an experienced foe. The 
Taliban have spent years learning to mask their movements 
and intentions from aircraft, making themselves hard to spot. 

Another part was the nature of the rules. Even when 
Taliban fighters were visible, Western military restrictions 
devised to prevent harm to civilians and minimize damage to 
infrastructure, codified after prominent and deadly mistakes 
that fueled Afghan public outrage, sometimes limited a pilot’s 
options. Just last month, commanders again tightened the rules 
for use of air power in civilian areas, after Afghans said a 
NATO airstrike killed 18 civilians in an eastern village. 

In all, Navy pilots released missiles or bombs, or fired 
their aircrafts’ 20-millimeter cannon, on 41 of the 892 F/A-18 
sorties from the Stennis to Afghanistan in late 2011 and early 
2012, the carrier air group’s data shows. 

This roughly aligns with the use of air power in the recent 
war. In 2011, for example, the data shows that NATO fixed-
wing aircraft dropped ordnance or strafed on 5.8 percent of 
34,286 combat sorties flown. 

None of the air-to-ground attacks from the carrier stirred 
up allegations of causing civilian or friendly casualties, which, 
statistically, have been rare over all. 

For the pilots, who live far from the infantry soldier’s 
daily physical grind and away from the dread of hidden 
improvised bombs, these strikes and strafing runs hit a 
personally satisfying chord. They know they are protecting 
fellow service members and punishing those trying to kill 
them. 

Lieutenant Commander Kesselring said as much after 
killing the men on the motorbike. That flight was a welcome 
contrast to the bad days on job, he said, because often “you 
arrive to a smoking hole and guys calling for a medevac, and 
you feel pretty helpless.” 

Still, the current practices and sophisticated equipment 
were not flawless. On a few occasions the strikes missed. On 
another, a 500-pound bomb appeared to break apart upon 
hitting the ground and failed to explode. 

Once a suspected Afghan bomb maker heard the 
approaching aircraft and sprinted madly for a dirt wall, 
narrowly eluding a strafe as the rounds struck nearby. The 
blast wave from a heavier bomb most surely would have killed 
him, officers said, though it would have put other villagers and 
their homes at greater risk. 

On other days the pilots and the controllers on the ground 
were not entirely sure of what was happening in a fast-moving 
firefight. In these cases officers held fire in favor of restraint 
or nonlethal displays of presence and power. 

Although these were the sorts of decisions that some 
American ground troops have generally resented, American 
officers say caution and proportionality are essential to 
maintain support both in Afghanistan and the United States. 

A senior Marine officer with command experience in 
Afghanistan said troops on the ground needed to be wary of 
impulses to “swat flies with hammers” and risk having 
airstrikes create more problems then they solve. 

Then there were days when all of the elements for a strike 
or gun run came together, and the nature of the campaign’s 
air-to-ground violence emerged. Often these were made when 
ground troops were imperiled, a few times when the situation 
was grave. 

Pushing The Taliban Back 
One use of force was on Nov. 10, not long after nightfall 

in Kandahar Province. Two F/A-18s patrolling over the steppe 
were told by a ground controller that a combat outpost 
crowded with Afghan National Army soldiers was under 
attack. 

From the air, the pilots in each aircraft, Lt. Travis 
Hartman and Lt. Paul Oyler, could see the gunfight on the 
infrared targeting sensors in their cockpits. They could also 
sense the confusion. Three Afghan outposts were soon under 
simultaneous fire, and a sole American ground controller, who 
was at a fourth post, was trying to gather information by radio 
and relay instructions to the fighter jets. 

“It was the biggest firefight I had ever seen,” Lieutenant 
Oyler said. “For the next two and a half hours we were 
overhead and doing our best to track it.” 

The Taliban, the pilots said, were under trees and in 
gullies. The Afghan soldiers could not fight back effectively, 
and seemed to fire sporadically and erratically. At one point, 
Taliban fighters had almost reached the walls of one outpost, 
which was in danger of being breached. “They were in an 
east-west running tree line, and were basically using that as 
cover and concealment to move close,” Lieutenant Hartman 
said. “I’d say they were within 50 meters.” 

Two more F/A-18s showed up from the Stennis. Under 
older rules, the pilots would probably have been cleared to 
drop a series of bombs, at least several hundred pounds of 
weaponry. But with the situation not fully clear, the pilots 
said, and without a ground controller on scene to direct it with 
care, the aircraft held back their heavy weapons. “A bomb?” 
Lieutenant Oyler said. “We wouldn’t know where to put it.” 

Instead, the pilots were cleared to strafe near the most 
imperiled outpost with their cannons — each F/A-18 has a 
large, electrically powered Gatling-style gun in its nose that 
shoots 20-millimeter rounds. 

Lieutenant Oyler and Lieutenant Hartman strafed; then 
two other F/A-18s strafed, too. Each strafe was roughly 150 to 
200 rounds. “We basically worked it in sections, from west to 
east, and cleared the whole thing,” Lieutenant Hartman said. 
As the F/A-18s ran low on fuel, a pair of A-10 ground-attack 
jets arrived to take over, and the Navy pilots headed for a 
tanker. 

The attacks subsided. The outposts held — without the 
risks of dropping heavier ordnance into the confusion and 
darkness. 

Split-Second Calibration 
Similar confusion greeted Lt. Cmdr. Thomas E. Hoyt 

when Marines called him for help in Helmand Province last 
October. A Navy medical corpsman had been shot through the 
left arm in a complex ambush, and Taliban gunmen were still 
firing from several directions, preventing most of the patrol 
from reaching the wounded man. 
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“He and two other Marines were cut off from the others,” 
said Capt. Michael J. Van Wyk, a Marine pilot serving on the 
ground as a forward air controller and who was pinned down 
by a Taliban sniper in another part of the patrol. 

Upon arriving overhead, Lieutenant Commander Hoyt did 
not like what he heard and saw. Captain Van Wyk, he said, 
asked him to drop a 500-pound bomb on one of the buildings 
that the Marines were taking fire from. The situation was what 
was known as “danger close,” with Marines right beside the 
area to be hit. 

The Marines said that the nearest friendly forces were 100 
yards away. Lieutenant Commander Hoyt’s view told him the 
distance was shorter — the two sides were almost 
intermingled. 

He offered his targeting sensor’s infrared video feed to 
Captain Van Wyk, accessible via a laptoplike device known as 
a Rover. This would allow the Marines to see what Lieutenant 
Commander Hoyt saw, to be certain he was looking at the 
right place before he strafed or released a bomb. 

The patrol had been out already 12 hours; Captain Van 
Wyk’s Rover battery had just died. 

To buy time and to get oriented, Lieutenant Commander 
Hoyt descended for a pass 500 feet over the firefight at about 
550 miles per hour, a maneuver known as a “show of force” 
intended to intimidate Taliban fighters. As he roared by, he 
released a flare over the building to mark it. Captain Van Wyk 
confirmed he was looking at the right place. 

Lieutenant Commander Hoyt made two more shows of 
force. But the Taliban fighters stayed put and kept firing. 
Marines on the ground fired a purple, a green and a yellow 
smoke grenade to mark where the Taliban fighters were 
hidden. The pilot’s confidence rose. “As soon as we confirmed 
where we can and can’t hit, then we could start shooting,” he 
said. “There were friendlies all over the place.” 

Lieutenant Commander Hoyt suggested strafing instead of 
releasing a 500-pound bomb, and the controller agreed. The 
F/A-18 then made two passes, firing 460 rounds — one long 
burst into a canal, the other into a courtyard next to the 
building where the Marines had first asked for a bomb. 

Part of the firefight started to subside, allowing Captain 
Van Wyk and the Marines to plan a landing zone for a 
helicopter to evacuate the wounded medic. A pair of Super 
Cobra attack helicopters showed up, freeing the F/A-18 to 
climb back to elevation. 

The fight lasted perhaps another hour, and the corpsman 
was evacuated before its end. “Air power kept Marines from 
having to die that day,” Captain Van Wyk said. “They were 
willing to run across that open field to get Doc, and shed their 
blood. But air power made it so they didn’t have to.” 

In the quiet after the gunfire died down, Captain Van 
Wyk watched as Afghan civilians stepped from hiding and 
began to survey the village. Then a sequence unfolded that 
filled him with alarm, then relief. As many as 20 of them, 
including women and children, came from the house he had 
initially wanted struck with a 500-pound bomb. Marines had 
been taking fire from there. 

Watching the villagers who would have also been killed, 
he realized that Lieutenant Commander Hoyt had made the 
better decision. Everyone involved had been spared what 
might have been years of doubt and regret. 

“I talked to him after and said, ‘Thank you for talking me 
out of that 500-pounder,’ ” he said. “I don’t have to think 
about that the rest of my life.” 

A Complex Network 
A few weeks later, another pair of F/A-18s was flying at 

night over the mountains of eastern Afghanistan. One of the 
planes was watching over a five-vehicle American convoy as 
it passed through a canyon and suddenly began taking fire — 
Taliban guerrillas shooting down from higher ridges in a 
classic ambush. 

The drivers tried to return to their outpost, but were 
ambushed again. They called to say they could not see all the 
places the gunfire was coming from. 

F/A-18s shifted the dynamic. “We had a pretty good 
God’s-eye view and could see where the fire was coming 
from,” said Lt. Kyle Terwilliger, a weapon system officer 
flying back-seat in one of the jets. 

The aircraft shined an infrared marker onto the ridge 
where the officers saw firing. A ground controller with the 
convoy, using night-vision goggles, saw the beam and 
confirmed that it pointed to one of the Taliban’s firing 
positions. 

Its target identified and determined to be away from a 
populated area, the aircraft was cleared by the ground unit to 
drop a GBU-12, a 500-pound laser-guided bomb. The strike 
would not be simple. 

There was a low cloud cover, and the ridge was almost 
against the border; the pilots had to be sure that neither the 
ordnance nor their aircraft entered Pakistan. “We had to circle 
around to the south and fly back north, parallel to the border 
so we didn’t go in,” said Cmdr. Vorrice Burks, the lead pilot, 
who is also VFA-41 squadron commander. 

The bomb struck, and the Taliban firing stopped, he said. 
The convoy drove on. 

In its way, this strike was a model of what air power can 
do. It was timely, precise and effective, and it neatly integrated 
communications, logistics, tactics and firepower, freeing 
American troops from danger in a remote canyon halfway 
around the world. 

It was also so complex — with the assistance of an aerial 
tanker from the Air Force that allowed Navy aircraft to loiter 
above a battlefield, the use of an infrared marker for a trained 
controller with night-vision equipment to confirm a target, the 
release of a laser-guided bomb near a friendly convoy and an 
off-limits international border — that almost nothing about it 
was replicable by Afghan forces. 

Asked how Afghan soldiers or police officers might 
manage a similar tactical problem in the same canyon, 
Commander Burks gave a knowing frown. “It’s the Wild, 
Wild West, and the Afghans don’t have these assets to put in 
the air,” he said. “I don’t know, but they’re not going to do 
this.” 
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6. New Zealanders Buoy Business At Aloha Tower 
(HONOLULU STAR-ADVERTISER 06 JUL 12) ... William Cole 

Nikol DeWoody, a bartender for Bikini Cantina at Aloha 
Tower Marketplace, recently received nine marriage proposals 
— all from New Zealand navy sailors, all on the same night. 

The love-struck sailors showed up June 26, two days after 
the Kiwi frigate Te Kaha and tanker Endeavour tied up at 
Aloha Tower ahead of Rim of the Pacific exercises, and where 
they have remained because New Zealand navy vessels aren’t 
allowed in Pearl Harbor. 

“When they first came (to the bar), I looked up and there 
were like 100 of them,” DeWoody said. “It got busy. And they 
are nice dudes.” 

While New Zealand’s exclusion from Pearl Harbor has 
been the bane of some in the South Pacific island nation, it’s 
been a boon for business at Aloha Tower. 

Hooters, not surprisingly, has seen quite a few of the New 
Zealand sailors. Gordon Biersch said it has experienced a 25 
percent increase in business from RIMPAC participants, the 
New Zealanders included. 

“We’re certainly happy that they are berthed here at 
Aloha Tower. Just a window of opportunity for additional 
business,” said Gordon Biersch General Manager Joe Glarner. 

Glarner said Australians have arrived in groups of two to 
10. RIMPAC participants show up for informal crew 
luncheons or dinner get-togethers, he said. 

The Pearl Harbor port ban stems from a nearly 30-year-
old U.S. standoff with New Zealand over that country’s anti-
nuclear policy and a prohibition on visits to New Zealand by 
U.S. Navy warships that are nuclear-powered or nuclear-

armed. U.S. policy is to neither confirm nor deny if its ships 
carry nuclear weapons. 

In turn, the United States has banned visits to its military 
ports by New Zealand warships. Although the Kiwis were 
invited to participate in this year’s RIMPAC, they still had to 
port somewhere besides Pearl Harbor. 

The state is waiving entry and dock fees for the New 
Zealand ships and a U.S. Navy frigate to stay at Aloha Tower 
in Honolulu Harbor, said state Department of Transportation 
spokeswoman Caroline Sluyter. 

For a vessel about the size of the Endeavour, the entry fee 
would be $268 plus a dock fee of $618 per day, Sluyter said. 
The Pearl Harbor-based frigate Crommelin also is at Aloha 
Tower as the “host” ship for the New Zealanders. 

“It’s a maritime courtesy that we extend, and it’s part of 
building a good relationship,” Sluyter said of the fee waivers. 

DeWoody of Bikini Cantina said last week’s big group 
migrated over to the cantina from Hooters. DeWoody called 
the New Zealand sailors “very respectful.” 

Some media outlets in New Zealand characterized the 
Pearl Harbor port ban as a snub. Bikini Cantina customer 
Marc Anthony said the Kiwis are better off at Aloha Tower. 

“I think they are the happiest guys in RIMPAC — they 
are not stuck in Pearl Harbor,” he said. “They’ve got 
Chinatown right here, they’ve got Waikiki, instead of 
spending 60 bucks for a round-trip (cab ride).” 

The New Zealand ships are expected to be at Aloha 
Tower until about Wednesday, when they will head out to sea 
for RIMPAC war games. 
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7. ‘It's A Really Hard Exam’ 
U.S. Navy's inspections chief talks about LPD 17 ships, state of fleet 
(DEFENSE NEWS 09 JUL 12) ... Christopher P. Cavas 

Rear Adm. Robert Wray, president of the U.S. Navy's 
Board of Inspection and Survey (INSURV), spoke with 
Defense News on June 21 onboard the new amphibious ship 
Anchorage (LPD 23) as that ship's acceptance sea trials neared 
their end. 

Q. This Is your third LPD 17-class inspection In six 
months, including the acceptance trials of San Diego (LPD 
22) from Ingalls Shipbuilding at Pascagoula, Miss., and a 
five-year inspection of the San Antonio (LPD 17), built at 
Avondale in New Orleans. San Diego had been the best 
ship of the class to date, and now we're onboard the 
seventh ship of the class. What is your sense of the 
evolution of these ships? 

A. The ships have improved dramatically in the LPD 22-
23 range compared to the 17-18 range. They have improved 
because of the Navy efforts and the shipbuilder efforts. [The 
Navy's] LPD 17 strike force has a list of 80 to 100 issues they 
want to change, and they're incorporating those changes as we 
moved forward through the buildout. 

Similarly the shipyards, both Avondale and Pascagoula, 
are getting better at delivering the ships, and we at INSURV 
see that in the number of cards we write and the number of 
starred cards — priority deficiencies. 

The number of starred cards on LPD 17 was over 100. On 
LPD 22, I think there were four. I don't know how many there 

will be on this inspection, but it won't be a hundred. It will be 
closer to four. 

So the class has matured, and the Navy has become more 
clear of what it wants. The shipbuilder's providing it. So I 
would say that in spite of some early tribulations with the 
program, it's coming along very, very well. 

Q. Do you see many differences between the Avondale 
and Ingalls ships? 

A. I don't detect a significant difference. I think whatever 
differences we see are due more to the scheduling of the 
inspection versus fit and finish provided by either yard. 

If a space is cleaner here or there, I wouldn't attribute it to 
the ability of the shipyard to clean spaces out, I would 
attribute it to where we were in the improvement cycle. 
Sometimes for very minor things, like fit and finish, they're 
more due to timing than anything else. 

Here's a completely trivial example. That door doesn't 
have a latch on it, and the door in my stateroom doesn't have a 
latch on it. It's supposed to have a latch. So there's not as many 
door latches [finished] on 23 than there were on 22. 

So does that mean that Avondale doesn't build as well? 
No, I think the ship is such an enormously complex project 
management job that this thing fell by the wayside, so I don't 
draw any conclusions. 



 

14 
 

The differences that we see, pro and con in either case, 
are very small, and we don't attribute them to shipyard 
capabilities. 

Q. INSURV recently performed a five-year material 
inspection (MI) of the San Antonio, a ship that became 
notorious for its many material problems. What is your 
assessment of that ship? 

A. She's come a long way. She's had a tough five years. 
But we put her up against all the same stringent requirements 
we put any ship up against, and she did very well. I was very 
proud with how far they had come, because that ship certainly 
felt there was a cloud hanging over their head for a number of 
years. So they felt, to a certain extent, vindicated, and to an 
extent, certainly relieved, and very happy about their 
successful Ml. I'm hoping we can cross her off the problem 
child list and consider her like any other ship out there. 

Q. The original INSURV report of the ship in 2005 
said of the San Antonio, "the ship may never be tight" Is 
that ship ever going to be right? 

A. I think the ship is right. I think some of the 
suboptimalities of the ship we identified and fixed on her. 
Other suboptimalities we identified and won't fix; we're 
picking them up on subsequent ships of the class. 

But I think she's as right as the DDG 51 [destroyer 
Arleigh Burke], or T-AKE 1 [dry cargo ship Lewis and Clark], 
or soon-to-be-Joint High Speed Vessel 1 [the Spearhead]. 
First-of-class issues. I don't think she's a broken ship. We 
didn't cut her any breaks, we made her do everything she had 
to do. I think the Navy has spent a lot of time and effort in the 
past five years to make her right. I think she's a perfectly fine, 
acceptable, capable ship who can pass our high threshold. 

There are modifications we made to LPDs 19 and 21 and 
23 that she won't get, but we did that based on business 
reasons. Sometimes that's the price that first-of-classes have to 
pay. Ship design is a science and an art. We never intended to 
be 100 percent right. We intended to be mostly right. 

Q. There was a rise in recent years in negative 
INSURVS, among them Aegis ships and forward-deployed 
minesweepers. Have you seen any improvement in the 
material condition of the Navy's ships? 

A. The rate of less-than-satisfactory ships has remained 
relatively constant, in the 82 to 86 percent range satisfactory. 
That means about one out of seven or six ships is less than 
satisfactory. It's either degraded or unsat. Those numbers have 
remained remarkably constant. In that respect, we see there 
has not been a dramatic increase in fleet readiness. 

It's a really hard exam. It's the hardest exam we have. And 
about 6 or 8 percent of ships fail the exam, they get an 
unsatisfactory. It means that on that day, they were not up to 
our very high standards. 

We identify the issues, and they fix them. It's the same as 
on an acceptance trial — we identify the issues, then we fix 
them. It's a rigorous process, it's a good process, it's' a 
worthwhile process, and it points out places in the fleet where 
we're not good. 

In recent years, the Equivalent Operating Capability 
(EOC) scores in the surface Navy have gone up year over 
year. That means I think we're doing a better job in the surface 
Navy of understanding when equipment gets negative 
INSURV grades. I think we're preparing better for inspections, 
and in general, we're doing that. 

So there's a very coarse grade, a single sat/unsat grade, 
that's given to an entire ship. We then provide numeric scores 
in about 20 different EOCs. Those are based on numeric 
scores in 180 subsystems. Those in turn are based on 50,000 to 
150,000 points of data we looked at to come up with the 180 
subscores to come up with the 20 EOCs. 

So if you look into the more nuanced, more detailed data, 
we actually see improvement in the last couple of years. That's 
what I look at. 

The fact that a ship has a bad day and is unsat is 
something we're not happy about, but I don't draw major 
conclusions about. Especially when I know that 30 days later, 
she could be satisfactory and go off and do her warfighting 
tasks. 

Q. Last fall, Vice Adm. Richard Hunt at Surface 
Forces in San Diego Introduced a Type Commander 
Material Inspection (TMI) preparation and assessment 
process to help with INSURV preparation. Have you seen 
any effects of that? 

A. I think it's a great program, and Rear Adm. David 
Thomas in [Norfolk, Va.] has a similar program. It's good 
because it's identifying issues that need to be fixed, and it's 
helping to train crews in what to expect from an INSURV. 

INSURVs being held every five years means there are a 
lot of crews that are not familiar with INSURVs. I go to 
department head courses and I'll ask how many have had an 
INSURV, and about half of them raise their hands and half 
don't. For crews on ships, given our rotation policies. for a 
given crew on a given ship, it's all their first INSURV, 
because none of them are there for five years. So a TMI 
process helps them know what to expect. I think it prepares 
them and I think it's a great idea. 
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8. High Speed Vessel Swift Departs Kenya After APS Visit 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 09 JUL 12) ... Ensign Joe Keiley, HSV 2 Swift Public Affairs 

MOMBASA, Kenya -- High Speed Vessel Swift (HSV 2) 
hosted training with Kenyan Sailors during a two-day port 
visit that ended July 7 in support of Africa Partnership Station 
(APS) East 2012. 

Twenty-four members of the Kenyan navy took part in 
classroom engagements focused on port security, leadership, 
infantry tactics and medical training. 

The classes were conducted by personnel embarked on 
Swift from Naval Criminal Investigative Service (NCIS) and 

Marines from Special Purpose Marine Air Ground Task Force 
(SPMAGTF) 12.2, Security Cooperation Team 6. 

"The first aid techniques and patrols done by the Marines 
were great, the formations were new, so we'll integrate those 
into our program. It was very educational," said Senior Sgt. 
Johnbosco Okumu, Kenyan navy. "The interaction was great. 
Apart from the training, we have made friends. It was a good 
time to be on the ship." 
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Fourteen students participated in the training conducted 
by the Marine Corps, learning about infantry movements, 
leadership and combat casualty care. 

The NCIS port assessment class gave graduation 
certificates to 10 students after discussing areas to focus on 
improving port security like lighting, access areas and 
movement of barriers and gates. 

Both graduation ceremonies were attended by 
Commodore Richard Soucie, commander, Task Force (CTF) 
63. 

"We enjoy getting the opportunity to train with you, to get 
the chance to show you how the U.S. Navy and Marine Corps 
does things, and to get to see how you do things and learn 
from you as well. It's a two-way street," said Soucie. 

Swift's stop in Mombasa marks the ship's fourth East 
African port visit in as many weeks, having stopped in 
Tanzania and Mozambique prior to coming to Kenya. 

"Being able to develop the relationships between our 
military and our partner nations is critical for this program, so 
thank you for your participation," said Lt. Cmdr. Charles 

Eaton, Swift's military detachment officer-in-charge, speaking 
at the graduation ceremony. 

During the brief stop, Swift was also able to conduct an 
offload of supplies for Project Handclasp. Project Handclasp is 
a U.S. Navy program that accepts and transports educational, 
humanitarian and goodwill material donated by America's 
private sector on a space-available basis aboard U.S. Navy 
ships for distribution to foreign nation recipients. 

For the offload in Mombasa, four pallets of water filters 
were taken to aid residents of Arusha, Tanzania, a rural 
community in the shadow of Mount Kilimanjaro. 

"Drinking water is hard to come by in parts of Africa; 
these will filter out 99 percent of the impurities. It's brilliant! 
I'm glad to be a part of an initiative like this with the U.S. 
Navy, a once in a lifetime chance to help," said John Ogala, 
Project Handclasp recipient. 

APS is an international security cooperation initiative, 
facilitated by Commander, U.S. Naval Forces Europe-Africa, 
aimed at strengthening global maritime partnerships through 
training and collaborative activities in order to improve 
maritime safety and security in Africa. 
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9. USS Harry S. Truman Leaves Norfolk Naval Shipyard For Sea Trials 
(WTKR CBS NORFOLK 08 JUL 12) ... Matt Knight 

ATLANTIC OCEAN – The aircraft carrier U.S. S Harry 
S. Truman left Norfolk Naval Shipyard to begin sea trails on 
Saturday, one of the final milestones of its Docking Planned 
Incremental Availability (DPIA). 

The sea trials will test the Truman’s system capabilities in 
surface operations, deck seamanship, flight deck operations 
and damage control readiness. 

“Today’s successful underway was the product of Truman 
and NNSY’s hard work and dedication for the past 16 months 
in the shipyard,” said Capt. Dee L. Mewbourne, Truman’s 
commanding officer. “It is absolutely fantastic to be back at 
sea where we belong.” 

Truman is conducting sea trials in collaboration with 
Norfolk Naval Shipyard to train Sailors and ensure operability 
of equipment and systems while at sea. 

“We have completed an enormous amount of testing, but 
things still need to be observed,” said Cmdr. Daniel Rossler, 
Truman’s chief engineer. “During this underway, we must 
work together to accomplish all the goals needed to 
successfully get this ship back in the fleet.” 

The goal is to re-establish the proficiency of the ship and 
its training teams, said Rossler. 

A series of training exercises will be performed and 
evaluated while Sailors complete final personnel qualification 
standards. 

During sea trials, Sailors will work hard to maintain 
Truman’s standard of excellence during its qualification 
phase, said Rossler. 

“We have to make sure the crew is qualified as well as the 
ship,” said Aviation Boatswain’s Mate (Handling) 3rd Class 
Daniel Colon, assigned to air department. “We have to test 
equipment to make sure it works properly.” 

The Truman’s 16-month DPIA was the largest aircraft 
carrier DPIA in the history of NNSY. 

“I’m very proud of what we’ve accomplished in this very 
challenging DPIA, and I look forward to wrapping up our sea 
trials and returning to fleet service,” said Mewbourne. 

Upon completion of sea trials, Truman will return to its 
homeport in Naval Station Norfolk. 
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10. U.S.-Japan Alliance Grows For Asia-Pacific Security Balance 
Japan’s military buildup to play crucial role in countering China 
(KOREA HERALD 08 JUL 12) ... Song Sang-ho 

Japan is more aggressively pushing to become a “normal 
state” with a full-fledged military as China increasingly flexes 
its naval might and North Korea tests its patience with missile 
and nuclear tests. 

Japan’s increasing assertiveness comes as the U.S. is 
deepening its strategic engagement in the Asia-Pacific to 
maintain its preeminence challenged by China’s rise. 

Despite its constitutional ban on war-related activities, the 
Japanese prime ministerial panel has reportedly claimed the 

need to recognize Japan’s right for collective self-defense ― 
the use of force to respond to an attack on an ally, namely the 
U.S. 

Last month, Japan’s legislature passed the first revision in 
34 years to the Atomic Energy Basic Act including “national 
security” among its goals, paving the way for the archipelago 
state’s nuclear armament. 

These moves have prompted protests from its neighbors 
that still have bitter memories of Japan’s wartime atrocities. 
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But they are seen as a positive development for the U.S. 
as Japan’s strategic enhancement may help maintain its 
primacy in the changing security landscape in the region. 

“In light of China’s rise, it makes good strategic sense for 
Japan to build up its military capabilities and act more like a 
normal state in the Asia-Pacific region. The U.S. will certainly 
welcome this development,” John J. Mearsheimer, a leading 
realism theorist of international relations, told The Korea 
Herald via email. 

“In fact, Washington has been pushing Japan to improve 
its military forces and act more assertively, because the U.S. is 
increasingly worried about growing Chinese power, and wants 
Japan to play a key role in checking China if it adopts an 
overly ambitious foreign policy,” Mearsheimer, a professor at 
the University of Chicago, said. 

Commensurate with its military and economic power, 
Japan’s political right has stressed the need for their country to 
assume a greater regional and global role beyond the defense 
of its own land. 

They have argued that the interpretation of Article 9 in the 
country’s so-called pacifist constitution should be altered to 
allow Japan’s Self-Defense Forces to actively engage in global 
security operations led by its ally U.S. 

Such arguments have gained greater support due to 
continuing threats from China’s military buildup and an 
increasingly bellicose North Korea. 

Some observers said that Japan’s pursuit of a stronger 
military also derives from its efforts to shore up its global 
status, which has apparently declined due to a prolonged 
economic slump and political instability. 

U.S.-Japan Alliance Deepens 
As the U.S. has been shifting its military and diplomatic 

priorities toward the economically vibrant region, its alliance 
with Japan, along with its one with South Korea, will continue 
to be the core of its strategy to maintain primacy in the region. 

“Washington hopes to work with China’s neighbors to put 
together a balancing coalition that will contain China and 
prevent it from dominating Asia the way the U.S. dominates 
the Western Hemisphere,” said Mearsheimer. 

On the surface, the alliance between the U.S. and Japan 
appears to have worsened in recent years due to a long-
standing controversy over the relocation of the Futenma 
airbase in Okinawa. 

But this would not undermine the core of the alliance 
between the two countries that share security interests and 
values of democracy, and take initiatives against global 
terrorism and proliferation of weapons of mass destruction, 
experts pointed out. 

“People should not misconstrue a long-running local 
dispute over how to close one Marine air base with the 
durability and capability of that vital alliance,” said Patrick M. 
Cronin, senior director of the Asia Program at the Center for a 
New American Security. 

After the Democratic Party of Japan took power in 2009, 
ending a half-century of almost unbroken conservative rule, 
the alliance appeared to have deteriorated with the Tokyo 
leadership pursuing a closer yet “equal” relationship. 

But it has apparently re-prioritized its relationship with 
Washington as it recognized growing security challenges from 
China and North Korea. 

Amid its strategic pivot toward Asia, the U.S. is likely to 
escalate its calls for the Asian ally to contribute more to 
maintaining stability in the region. 

Japan also wanted to increase its military role in the 
region and beyond. But it has been fettered by the pacifist 
constitution. 

The law prohibits Japan from going to war and having 
any potential war materials, and engaging in collective defense 
action, which makes it difficult to help support its ally U.S. 
even if it is attacked. Right-wingers have sought to rewrite the 
law or tried to alter the interpretation of it to expand the role of 
the Self-Defense Forces. 

The deepening of the military alliance is also crucial for 
Tokyo, which has been engaged in an increasingly strident 
territorial disputes with Beijing over a set of islands in the East 
China Sea, which are called Senkaku in Japanese and Diaoyu 
in Chinese. 

Japan is now considering nationalizing the islands to 
manage them “stably and peacefully.” This move has sparked 
strong opposition from China and Taiwan. 

As the U.S. is now fleshing out the AirSea Battle concept 
apparently to counter China’s “anti-access/area denial” 
capabilities, Japan is also expected to play a crucial role in 
making it more concrete and viable given its close missile 
defense cooperation with the U.S., observers said. 

The concept Washington put forward earlier this year is to 
conduct integrated aerial and naval operations across all 
domains such as air, maritime, space and cyberspace to 
neutralize increasingly sophisticated military techniques of 
potential adversaries. 

“Japan’s role is expected to be crucial (for the AirSea 
Battle concept) given its air and naval power in addition to 
U.S. troops in Japan consisting mainly of marines, naval and 
air units,” said Nam Chang-hee, political science professor at 
Inha University. 

“Japan is actively supporting America’s move to 
strengthen the bilateral military cooperation as it expands its 
naval assets such as submarines. The two countries are 
becoming united in the alliance.” 

Seeking to tackle its national debt, Washington has been 
striving to form a security network with its allies including 
South Korea and Japan, and other partners such as Vietnam, 
which wants a greater U.S. presence due to China’s aggressive 
foreign policy. 

At the same time, Washington also hopes to engage 
Beijing in its diplomatic activities and a variety of multilateral 
cooperative mechanisms to encourage it to play a “positive” 
role in the regional security architecture. 

Challenges In Forging Triangular Ties 
U.S. Secretary of State Hillary Clinton on her tour of 

eight countries in Asia, Europe and the Middle East, plans to 
visit Laos for the first time in 57 years as America’s top 
diplomat. Last year, she also visited Myanmar. The two 
Southeast Asian states located close to China are of great 
geostrategic interest to the U.S. 

The U.S. has long strived to encourage South Korea and 
Japan to push aside their historical conflicts and move forward 
to have stronger trilateral cooperation to better deal with 
Pyongyang and apparently counterbalance China. 

But historic animosity turned out to be more challenging 
than it thought it would be. 
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For months, Seoul and Tokyo had sought to ink a 
rudimentary military intelligence-sharing pact in efforts to lay 
the groundwork for deepened defense cooperation. 

But the efforts faltered due to strong opposition from 
some political circles and civil society that have criticized the 
Seoul government for pushing for the deal without forming 
public consensus. 

For South Korea, the trilateral cooperation is burdensome 
given that China is its largest trading partner, and that Beijing 
has a significant leverage to persuade North Korea from 
renouncing its nuclear ambitions. 

Tensions in bilateral alliances were also one of the 
hurdles for the three-way security ties. 

Like the alliance between South Korea and the U.S., 
America’s alliance with Japan has suffered friction due to 
crimes and accidents involving U.S. service members, and 
environmental damage caused by U.S. troop facilities. 

Public antipathy toward U.S. troops has continued 
particularly in Okinawa due to crimes and accidents including 
a 2004 plane crash at a university campus. 

The country’s southernmost area has more than 60 
percent of the U.S. troops in Japan due to its strategic location 
that enables rapid deployment to the Korean Peninsula, the 
Taiwan Straits and other parts of areas in the region, in case of 
contingencies. 

The relocation of the Futenma base along with the U.S. 
troop realignment has been a tough nut to crack for both 
countries. Delinking the two issues, Washington and Tokyo 
agreed in April to withdraw some 9,000 marines from 
Okinawa. 

“For decades, we have placed a great burden on the 
people of Okinawa by concentrating the majority of military 
forces there,” said Cronin of the CNAS. 

“Moving some of our forces in Japan to other parts of the 
Asia-Pacific region not only makes our bases more politically 
sustainable, but they also help to make our forces less 
vulnerable to attack.” 

Impact Of U.S.-Japan Alliance On Korean Peninsula 
The U.S.-Japan alliance is one of the three pillars 

defending South Korea. The two others are South Korea’s 
alliance with the U.S. and its own military might, according to 
security experts. 

“Troops in Japan are to provide significant logistical and 
intelligence support in the event of contingencies on the 
peninsula,” said Nam of Inha University. “Should any of the 
three pillars fail to work, there will be serious problems in our 
deterrence as well as war-managing capabilities.” 

There are seven rear bases of the U.N. Command in Japan 
that will help support South Korea in case of a war on the 
peninsula. The U.S.-led UNC is a unified command structure 
for multinational military forces, which was established after 
the U.N. adopted its Security Council Resolution 84 on July 7, 
1950. 

The UNC bases include Camp Zama near Tokyo; Kadena 
Air Base, the hub of America’s airpower in the Asia Pacific; 
and Yokosuka Naval Base, the largest U.S. Navy installations 
in the Western Pacific. 

The use of the bases is governed by a status-of-forces 
agreement between the UNC and the Tokyo government. 
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11. China Carrier's Sea Trial Includes New Fighter Mock-Ups 
(DEFENSE NEWS 09 JUL 12) ... Wendell Minnick 

TAIPEI — One week after China's Defense Ministry 
announced the start of "combat ready" naval patrols for the 
South China Sea, the Navy issued a navigation ban for ships in 
the northern Bohai Sea to steer clear of China's aircraft carrier 
during a 25-day trial off Liaoning July 5-30. 

This will make the Soviet ex-Varyag aircraft carrier's 
ninth trial at sea, said Gary Li, an analyst at U.K.-based 
Executive Analysis. The carrier is outfitted with mockups of 
the new J-15 Flying Shark carrier-borne fighter, Li said. Based 
on the Sukhoi Su-33, the Flying Shark 

is being developed by the Shenyang Aircraft Corp., which 
acquired an Su-33 prototype from the Ukraine. Some of the 
avionics and equipment come from the J-11B multi-role 
fighter program, which is a copy of the Russian Su-27 fighter. 

The J-15s have reached an advanced testing phase, as has 
the Chengdu J-10B multirole fighter, Li said. Test aircraft are 
yellow skinned with 5xx serial numbers. Several photographs 
of the J-15 have appeared on Chinese military blogs with tail 
hooks, including the 553, 555 and 556, said Douglas Barrie, 
senior fellow for military aerospace at the London-based 
International Institute for Strategic Studies. 

Dean Cheng, a China defense specialist at the Heritage 
Foundation, said it was intriguing that not only do recent 
photos show the tail hook, but also where the wings fold. The 
fold indicates the aircraft will be stowed below, which in turn 
imposes requirements for ventilation, fueling and damage 
control. 

"There is still quite a way to go, but the People's 
Liberation Army Navy [PLAN] and PLAN Air Force are 
already making strides to ensure the various pieces come 
together," Li said. "We've seen both the Ka-31 anti-submarine 
warfare helicopter and domestically produced K-8 electronic 
intelligence helicopter readied for the carrier, but we haven't 
seen anything like the Hawkeye airborne warning and control 
system aircraft." 

But China still faces problems. The carrier will take at 
least another year or two of testing of its shipboard systems, 
said Bernard Cole, author of the book, "The Great Wall at 
Sea." 

A U.S.-based China defense industry specialist said the 
ex-Varyag has the same engineering plant as the four Russian-
built Sovrenlenny-class destroyers procured by China a decade 
ago. "That is good news for us and bad news for the PLAN, 
since that is a pressure-fired steam plant that is notoriously 
difficult to maintain and operate." 

However, Cheng warned the Chinese often exceed 
expectations. "Varyag was predicted, by some, to take even 
longer to even begin to undertake sea trials, so I would suggest 
that confident predictions of what the Chinese can do, and 
when, should be taken with a large grain of salt," Cheng said. 

This suggests the Chinese may wind up conducting flight 
operations off the ex-Varyag sooner than some expect, he said. 
"It may be that the Chinese will never do U.S.-style carrier 
flight operations — i.e., launch and recovery of dozens of 
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aircraft at a time, on a 24-hour basis. It may be that the 
Chinese don't intend to do that at all." 

China might use the carrier as "more than just a training 
carrier," he said, "but not necessarily as the centerpiece of a 
‘carrier strike group' on the American model." 
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12. Japan Plan To Buy Islands Draws China’s Condemnation 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 08 JUL 12) 

A Japanese government plan to buy uninhabited islands 
owned by a private investor provoked condemnation from 
China, which also claims it owns the rocky outcroppings, the 
latest flare-up in a dispute over territory and resources in the 
East China Sea. 

Prime Minister Yoshihiko Noda on July 7 said the 
government is considering a purchase of the islands, Kyodo 
News reported. China’s Foreign Ministry responded with a 
statement that the islets belong to China and “can’t be bought 
or sold.” 

The dispute over who controls the islands, known as 
Senkaku in Japanese and Daioyu in Chinese, escalated in 
April after Tokyo Governor Shintaro Ishihara said he wanted 
to use public money to buy them. Sovereignty over the area, 
which has undersea natural gas and oil fields, has been a flash 
point between the world’s second- and third-largest 
economies. 

“Clearly the reason why the Senkaku Islands are a big 
bone of contention is the potential for resources,” said Jeff 
Kingston, head of the Asian Studies program at Temple 
University in Tokyo. “Governor Ishihara has caused a 
headache for the government and what they’re trying to do is 
engage in damage control by getting the islands out of the 
grips of Ishihara, who’s trying to politicize this for his own 
gain.” 

Taiwan also claims the isles, which are about 150 miles 
northeast of its capital, Taipei; 100 miles northwest of the 
southernmost island in Japan’s Okinawa prefecture; and 400 
miles southeast of Shanghai. A Taiwan government 
spokesperson on July 7 said the plan to buy the islands is 
unacceptable, Japanese public broadcaster NHK reported. 

Taiwan, Vietnam 
Japan and China are engaged in territorial disputes with 

other countries as well. China is squabbling with the 
Philippines and Vietnam over islands in the South China Sea, 
while Japan and South Korea each claim ownership of rocky 
islets that nearly provoked a 2006 naval clash. 

Vietnam’s parliament last month passed a maritime law 
reasserted sovereignty over the Paracel and Spratly islands and 
as many as 200 protesters marched in Hanoi yesterday, calling 
for China to leave the area. The Philippines on July 5 filed a 
protest against China’s establishment of a city called Sansha 
covering several disputed island groups and atolls. 

China and members of the Association of South Asian 
Nations should continue negotiations over territorial claims in 
the South China Sea, U.S. Secretary of State Hillary Clinton 
said yesterday in Tokyo. Clinton didn’t comment on the 
dispute between China and Japan. 

A 2010 collision between a Chinese fishing vessel and 
Japanese Coast Guard ships near the Senkaku Islands frayed 
ties for months. The two countries have yet to implement a 
2008 agreement to jointly develop the area’s undersea natural 
gas and oil resources. 

“There are many in the government who think that 
Ishihara is playing a dangerous game politicizing the Senkaku 
Islands and jeopardizing a rapprochement that has been going 
on,” Temple University’s Kingston said. “Now the 
government is in this embarrassing position of doing this thing 
they don’t want to do, knowing that it’s stoking regional 
tensions.” 
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13. Tougher Line Urged On South China Sea 
(SOUTH CHINA MORNING POST (HONG KONG) 09 JUL 12) ... Teddy Ng and Greg Torode 

The country's leading foreign affairs and military experts 
yesterday called on Beijing to take a tougher approach to 
mounting tensions in the South China Sea ahead of a key 
regional summit in Cambodia this week. 

China should rethink its current policies in handling 
territorial disputes and act more assertively to strengthen its 
sovereignty claims over the contested areas, according to 
panelists who spoke at the World Peace Forum in Beijing. The 
suggestions came on the eve of the 10-member Association of 
Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) talks in Phnom Penh 
today, where the South China Sea dispute is expected to 
dominate meetings. 

The mainland speakers at yesterday's forum suggested 
that existing security mechanisms in Asia were ineffective, 
resulting in uncertainty over regional stability. 

"The situation in the South China Sea does not look 
optimistic," said Luo Yuan, a retired People's Liberation Army 
major general known for his hawkish view. 

"While China's neighbours are under public pressure (to 
act upon the disputes), the Chinese military is face d with the 
same pressure." 

Luo, vice-president of the China Strategy Culture 
Promotion Association, added: "China's patience has been 
tested to its limits, and there is no room for further tolerance." 

Beijing has locked horns with Hanoi and Manila over 
conflicting territorial claims in the South China Sea in recent 
months. 

The tensions continued to escalate with Hanoi and Manila 
opposing Beijing's plan to establish Sansha, a newly-created 
prefectural-level city to administer the Spratly, Paracel and 
MacClesfield Bank island chains and nearby waters. 

Yesterday more than 200 protesters took to Hanoi's streets 
in the second anti-China rally in the Vietnamese capital this 
month amid heightened territorial tensions over the South 
China Sea. 

Cui Liru, president of the China Institutes of 
Contemporary International Relations, said Beijing had 
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previously focused too much on shelving disputes and seeking 
common grounds with its neighbours. 

He said a new approach was needed because of changes 
in the situation. 

"We have come to realise that perhaps we need to do 
more in terms of demonstrating China's sovereignty (over the 
disputed territories). Something has been done, but we still 
need to do more," he said. 

The tension between Beijing and Tokyo over the disputed 
Diaoyu Islands in the East China Sea, called the Senkaku 
Islands by Japan, also flared up last week after the Japanese 
government said on Saturday that it was in talks with the 
private owner to buy the island chain. Cui said most regional 
security mechanisms have failed to achieve their purpose, 
which is to foster stability, because of conflicting views 
among countries and the implications on their foreign policies 
due to domestic pressures. 

"In the foreseeable future, say at least in five years, the 
Asia-Pacific region will still be showing every feature of a 
transitional period, which is characterised by a certain level of 
chaos," he said. 

Beijing has turned up the heat on the rival South China 
Sea claimants by announcing last month the establishment of 
Sansha after Hanoi passed a maritime law that requires all 

foreign ships passing through the disputed waters to notify 
Vietnamese authorities. 

The Chinese defence ministry said last month it was 
considering setting up a military command unit in the new 
city. 

"It is necessary to set up defence facilities when we 
establish a new city, especially when it comes to border 
issues," Luo said. "The military unit in Sansha will be 
equipped with a high-level crisis management mechanism, and 
focus on air and navy defence." 

A highlight of the ASEAN Regional Forum this week will 
be the security dialogue attended by foreign ministers from 27 
nations on Thursday - an event that has seen many countries 
express deepening concern over the South China Sea in the 
last two years. 

Chinese Foreign Minister Yang Jiechi will attend the 
Phnom Penh meetings, as will U.S. Secretary of State Hillary 
Rodham Clinton. 

Zhu Chenghu, director general of strategic studies at the 
National Defence University, said at the forum yesterday that 
the South China Sea disputes could be resolved if there was no 
meddling by the U.S. 

"I am confident peace and stability will be maintained as 
long as there is no external intervention," he said. "The U.S. is 
the major external factor." 
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14. Defence Ready To Muscle Up 
Australia has a choice: spend big preparing for war or focus on smaller regional skirmishes. 
(SYDNEY MORNING HERALD 07 JUL 12) ... Deborah Snow and Hamish McDonald 

It takes the skills of a diplomat as well as those of a 
soldier to head the Australian Defence Force. So it was 
startling to hear unusually plain talk from the present chief, 
General David Hurley, at a low-key event at the Lowy 
Institute in Sydney one evening last month. 

Touching on the delicate subject of growing Chinese-U.S. 
rivalry in the region, Hurley revealed: “When I am asked by 
my U.S. counterpart what's my major concern about the 
relationship between Australia and the U.S., I say the 
relationship between your military and the Chinese.” 

For this audience, he didn't need to elaborate. Within the 
defence community there is a high awareness of the 
increasingly testy cat-and-mouse game China and the U.S. 
have been playing with each other's ships and submarines in 
the South China Sea. 

In May a U.S. nuclear submarine, the USS North 
Carolina, made a show of surfacing in the Philippines port of 
Subic Bay after local fishing vessels were harassed by the 
Chinese navy in the contested Scarborough Shoal fishing 
grounds. China is increasingly pushing back at U.S. efforts to 
track its submarines operating off the island of Hainan. 

One trigger-happy miscalculation fed by a series of 
cascading misjudgments could bring the two giants, snarling, 
toe to toe. 

Former lieutenant-general Peter Leahy, who headed the 
Australian army for six years to 2008, is watching it all with 
increasing alarm, urging Canberra to be wary about falling in 
with U.S. ambitions to maintain “primacy” in China's 
maritime backyard. 

“I'm not satisfied that we have fully explained what our 
own national interests are in resource and territorial disputes in 

the South China Sea,” he says. “My concern is that we are so 
embedded in the U.S. planning process, we are so 
interoperable with them, that there's this expectation we will 
be involved in whatever [the U.S.] does … We have to be 
careful that doesn't overwhelm our sovereign decisions.” 

Leahy, now the head of the national security institute at 
the University of Canberra, suggests clashes in the South 
China Sea are the kind of problem the U.S. might more aptly 
sort out with Asian allies such as South Korea and Japan, 
rather than Australia. 

South Korea and Japan, hosts of U.S. bases, are muscling 
up to China with Aegis anti-missile destroyers, new anti-
submarine mini-aircraft carriers and more of their own subs. 

Japan is quietly rolling out a vast network of seabed 
sensors and power radars to its west, converting much of its 
army into a marine-type force and seeking the closely guarded 
F-22 Raptor fighter from the Americans. South Korea's 
coastguard has clashed with intruding Chinese fishing fleets 
and its navy has had a warship torpedoed without warning by 
China's erratic foster child in Pyongyang. 

Meanwhile, intrusions by Chinese warplanes, requiring 
Japan's air force to scramble and intercept, rose 60 per cent 
last year. 

Of Australia's putative part in all this, Leahy says: 
“Maybe as the Asian century dawns they [the U.S.] need to 
realise that particular part of Asia belongs to Asia. 

“Why don't we say that we will support you as best we 
can, but it doesn't mean that we're going to be a squadron of 
the U.S. Navy and a squadron of the U.S. Air Force?” 

Hurley curtly dismisses such fears, saying: “We make 
sovereign decisions about the national security of Australia.” 



 

20 
 

In the event of a hot confrontation with China, he 
concedes, the alliance with the U.S. would be the “ first point 
of distinction and judgment.” But he adds, “we are not myopic 
about this … we have a relationship which is long-term with 
the U.S. and that's been key in our security for a long, long 
time. But we are cognisant we need to have positive relations 
with the other major player in the region, and we work very 
hard at that.” 

Yet critical questions remain about what forces we need 
into the future - and what we might do with them. 

Kevin Rudd's much vaunted defence white paper of 2009 
justified a recommended doubling of the submarine fleet from 
six to 12 - at a mooted cost of about $36 billion - on the basis 
of possible future tussles with “major power adversaries” 
(read China) in the Asia-Pacific. 

The 2009 white paper also envisaged boosting our 
amphibious and strike capability, and recommitted to the 
Howard government's plan for acquiring 100 Joint Strike 
Fighters, a sophisticated stealth aircraft still under 
development in the U.S. and dogged by spiralling costs. 

Together the submarines and JSF aircraft alone will land 
the country with a bill well north of $50 billion. 

To pay for it, the white paper guaranteed defence a 3 per 
cent budget rise each year. Instead the opposite occurred, as 
minister Joel Fitzgibbon left the portfolio to successors John 
Faulkner and Stephen Smith while the hawkish Rudd got 
booted out of the prime ministerial chair for a much less 
engaged Julia Gillard. 

Leading defence budget analyst Mark Thomson, from the 
Australian Strategic Policy Institute, believes the $5.5 billion 
cut announced in last month's federal budget is just the tip of 
an iceberg. He says defence has already absorbed nearly $18 
billion worth of deferrals, cuts or other internal cost savings in 
the past three years, meaning an all-up shrinkage of $22 
billion. 

Defence spending as a proportion of gross domestic 
product will plummet to barely 1.5 per cent this year, its 
lowest level since the eve of World War II. According to 
Leahy, this leaves the 2009 white paper lying “butchered on 
the floor.” 

A former intelligence and army officer and now an 
academic at the University of NSW, Alan Dupont, agrees, 
saying there's not even a clear narrative around the cuts. “We 
don't know what's going to give because the government has 
not admitted that they can't meet those [2009] objectives,” he 
said. 

In the U.S. the defence community views Australia's say-
one-thing, do-another stance with increasing consternation. 
Patrick Cronin, director of the Asia-Pacific security program 
at the Washington-based Centre for a New American Security, 
says: “From Washington's perspective, we are obviously 
looking for more defence growth, even at modest levels, so 
that Australia can afford to be both an active … global partner 
but also a regional bulwark of support and security.” 

In a crisis when Washington was trying to stop China 
“dictating” to other countries, he believes that “of course the 
United States would be relying on its closest allies and we 
would be hoping that Australia would contribute to that.” 

Fellow American Tom Mahnken, a professor of strategy 
at the U.S. Naval War College, voices a similar concern. “The 
alliance is at a point where … there are opportunities to 
deepen the alliance and our co-operation in a whole bunch of 

areas. And the sad thing about your defence cuts is they will 
jeopardise a number of areas of interoperability and defence 
co-operation.” 

Mahnken says he hesitates to draw parallels with the 
Philippines. “But one of the problems that a country can 
experience in a competitive environment where it doesn't take 
defence seriously are some of the things the Philippines is 
experiencing - rough behaviour from neighbours.” 

Both Mahnken and Dr Cronin are primarily concerned 
that the cumulative effect of the defence cuts will weaken 
Canberra's ability to acquire the 12 highly capable submarines 
envisaged by the 2009 white paper - a critical element in our 
long-range strike capacity since their land-attack cruise 
missiles would replace the RAAF's now scrapped F-111 
bombers. 

Cronin points out that Australia's present and projected 
new submarines are particularly useful to the U.S. because 
America's are all nuclear powered, while Australia's are not 
and can go places where nuclear subs can't - into shallower 
waters, for example. In the event of the U.S. trying to bottle up 
China's submarines at “choke points” close to Chinese 
territory in a major clash, suggest both men, Australia would 
be expected to play its part. 

A senior ADF officer confirms the U.S. is eyeing the 
proposed submarine purchase keenly. “The United States is 
offering extensive support to us to make the future submarine 
program a success,” says Rowan Moffitt, the Royal Australian 
Navy admiral in charge of the project. “Because it's in their 
interests as well as our interest. On the currently published 
plans that the U.S. Navy has for its submarine forces, and 
Australia's plans, when Australia reaches a fleet of 12 
conventional submarines, we will be one third of the allied 
submarines in the Southern Asia-Pacific region.” 

Conventional submarines such as Australia's also help 
compensate for a critical chink in the U.S. Navy's armour. 
U.S. detection systems have trouble picking up modern diesel-
electric submarines. “They can't find them,” says Jim Duncan, 
a former RAN engineer who worked on the present Collins 
class and now represents the German shipbuilder 
ThyssenKrupp. Thus allied conventional subs continually 
“sink” American carriers in exercises. 

Tracking and taking out hostile subs would be a key role 
for U.S. allies in a big conflict. 

A senior Labor figure believes the dovetailing of our 
submarines with U.S. maritime strategy is accepted inside the 
Gillard government. “It's very much about being able to fit in 
with the U.S. game plan,” says this source. “It's about strategic 
denial [of Chinese forces' freedom to operate], it's about 
intelligence gathering capacity of the subs, it's about 
interoperability with the U.S. The Americans like our 
conventional subs, theirs do things that ours can't and vice 
versa.” 

But both Leahy and Professor Dupont worry that 
overemphasis on maritime supremacy could invite neglect of 
Australia's army, leaving it to decline as it did before the 1999 
Timor crisis. 

“The dangers of saying, 'OK, all that Afghanistan and Iraq 
stuff, we're not doing that any more, we are preparing to 
combat China in the South China Sea' - that kind of mentality 
would be extremely destructive of the capabilities of the land 
forces and would be a real strategic mistake,” Dupont argues. 
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“It would be much better in my view to make some cuts 
to one or two major programs [the submarines or Joint Strike 
Fighters] and leave everything else as it is.” 

Hugh White, a former senior defence official and author 
of the earlier 2000 white paper, also fears Australia being 
drawn too tightly into U.S. brinkmanship with China but has a 
radically different solution. 

He would vastly increase, not cut, the number of 
submarines on our wish list, arguing that if Australia is serious 
about being a “middle power” it should be able to stand 
militarily on its own two feet. That would mean a defence 
budget of closer to 3 to 4 per cent of GDP - and 20 or more 
smaller submarines rather than the 12 large ones the navy 
wants. “We won't be a middle power on 2 per cent of GDP,” 
he says. 

Professor White also points out that the army, partly on 
Leahy's watch, has geared itself up for participation in 
conflicts further afield than Australia's close region. He 
queries the purchase of two 27,000-tonne amphibious warfare 
ships - a third bigger than the old aircraft carrier HMAS 
Melbourne - which are designed for lodging marine-type 
battalions and their heavy equipment, when he believes a 
bigger fleet of smaller vessels would be better suited for 
nearby interventions in small states. 

Meanwhile, White points out that almost everywhere but 
inside Australia, the arrival of U.S. marines in Darwin for six-
month “training rotations” is being viewed as the effective 
establishment of an American land base here - for direct 
deployment to conflicts - despite the Prime Minster's 
declarations to the contrary. 

And this, too, is being largely driven by Washington's 
“strategic pivot” towards China. 

General Hurley has underscored the need for “high-end 
war fighting capabilities” to boost our regional influence, and 
is committed to the kind of military diplomacy, or defence 
“soft power,” that now sees an Australian studying inside 
every single one of Indonesia's military colleges. “We're also 
working hard with Vietnam, Cambodia, putting a lot of effort 
into the strategic engagement in the region.” 

Defence Minister Smith, meeting the Indonesian president 
in Darwin this week, has also flagged a stronger focus on 
Indonesia in next year's defence white paper. In an era of 
defence cutbacks in Western economies, notably traditional 
allies United States and Britain, alliances with less familiar 
partners are increasingly seen as leverage. 

Closer ties with Indonesia come with their own dilemmas 
though, such as whether it helps get the Indonesian military 
off the hook over questions of reform, including a retreat from 
the invidious “territorial” system of parallel army 
administration (especially in Papua), and from independent 
fund-raising through military-owned businesses. 

Official rhetoric from defence leaders continues to 
underscore ANZUS as our national insurance policy. 

The Chief of the Army, Lieutenant-General David 
Morrison, told defence industry leaders recently that Australia 
had received “incalculable benefits” from the alliance, and that 
commentators who suggested that “Australia can seek security 
through some form of armed neutrality” were guilty of 
“wishful thinking.” 

Meanwhile Labor's defence cuts have opened the way for 
the opposition to walk away from a largely bipartisan stance 
on military matters. “They have rung the siren and the game is 
about to start again - defence is going to be a political 
football,” warns the opposition defence spokesman, Senator 
David Johnston. 

He dismisses Gillard's promised 2013 white paper as an 
“election spinning document” that will give Smith the cover to 
avoid hard answers between now and the next election. 

Liberal colleague Stuart Robert, a former army officer 
who is the opposition spokesman on defence science and 
personnel, says the Coalition “would not have cut and will not 
cut” defence. 

He says the memos sent out by the chiefs of army, navy 
and air force in the days after the budget cuts reveal there will 
be serious impacts on training and readiness, such as cutbacks 
on fuel for naval exercises. 

“The military is angry,” he says. “They were getting to a 
point where they were able to do what the nation wanted them 
to do. Now they are gutted and hollowed out.” 

Dupont says the trend is the real worry. “Right now the 
ADF is the most professional, best equipped we have ever 
had. But if this current reduction is sustained over a couple of 
years? It will have a real impact. And we will become more 
dependent on the U.S. rather than less.” 

White says the more profound question - what does 
Australia seek to do independently in the Asia-Pacific 
century? - remains barely grappled with. Some answers may 
come, ironically, from economists rather than strategists, in 
the forthcoming white paper on Australia's engagement with 
Asia being drafted by former Treasury head Ken Henry and 
the ANU's Peter Drysdale. 

But Mark Thomson warns against China being the 
overriding driver. 

Australia could “huff and puff and spend 3 per cent of 
GDP on defence and it won't have a snowball's chance in hell 
of making any difference to the balance of power in the 
Pacific,” he says. 

“Either the U.S. and China sort something out or they 
don't. We are mere bystanders in this. There are real jobs for 
Australia defence-wise to do, but it's not countering the rise of 
China,” Thomson said. 

Return to Index 
 

15. Submarines No Longer All At Sea 
(SYDNEY MORNING HERALD 09 JUL 12) ... Hamish McDonald and Deborah Snow 

Australia has learned valuable lessons from its Collins 
class headaches. 

Green weed covering its black sides, rust streaks on its 
hatches and fittings, HMAS Collins is in from a rough winter 
ocean patrol at the Stirling naval base, near Perth. 

Most of the crew have dispersed on shore leave. “We 
don't smell each other when we're at sea,” says the watch 
officer Sub-Lieutenant Dan O'Connor in a tour of the sub's 
narrow confines, including its crammed bunkrooms, tiny 
shower and toilet compartments and single washing machine 
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for up to 75 crew and trainees. “When we step off, partners 
tend to reel back.” 

Soon, the 16-year-old sub will go to Adelaide to be 
hauled out of the water at the Australian Submarine 
Corporation shipyard for its second eight-yearly full refit, 
emerging in a couple of years with rewound electric motor and 
generators. 

The Collins will also have a new Raytheon combat 
system linking its Mark 48 torpedoes and Harpoon missiles 
with the targeting data from its electronic intelligence 
receivers, the sonar receptors placed around its hull and the 
long cable towed from its “stingray” tail and, more 
traditionally, its optical periscope. 

The Collins refit will complete the upgrade of the class 
that bears its name, putting all six vessels among the best 
“front-end” submarines in the world, with attack capabilities 
matching those of the U.S. hunter-killer fleet, says Rear-
Admiral Rowan Moffitt, in change of Australia's new 
submarine program. 

“No other navy uses that combat system than the United 
States and us, or the weapon,” Moffitt says. “Other navies who 
use the Mark 48 have the export version. We don't. We have 
the same one as the U.S. Navy, because we developed it with 
them.” 

Widely seen as “dud subs” after well publicised problems 
- unreliable diesels of a unique design from a now-defunct 
manufacturer, faulty electrical trains, vibrating telescopes, 
noisy hull flows, cavitating propellers and a combat system 
that wouldn't talk to the rest of the sub - the Collins class may 
bely that reputation. 

The vessels even have some of the capabilities seen for 
the fleet of 12 “future submarines” envisaged in the 2009 
Defence white paper. They can carry Tomahawk land attack 
cruise missiles and launch them through their torpedo tubes, 
lay mines (if we had them), and (quietly) land special forces 
for precision operations. 

Sub fleet chief Commodore Greg Sammut, and the chief 
executive of shipbuilder ASC, Steve Ludlam, insist 
availability will soon be up to a respectable three of the six 
submarines at any time; that they can serve out their planned 
30-year service life; and quite possibly be kept in operation a 
bit beyond that. The hard learning experience with Collins 
colours selection of the replacement submarines - but not in 
ways that most people think. 

“The public discussion so far has only given two 
answers,” Moffitt sums up. “On the one hand, just buy it off 
the shelf - because the nation made such a Horlicks of Collins, 
we should never do that again; on the other, we've just got to 
have nuclear submarines - it's obvious.” 

The nuclear option is ruled out by navy and industry 
alike, even if the U.S. Navy were ready to transfer a nuclear 
sub like its Virginia class.”Nuclear subs are a fantastic device 
if you want to blow up the world,” says Hans Ohff, the former 
ASC chief who oversaw building of the Collins class. “They 
are not great devices if you want to do intelligence work and 
listen in coastal waters, even go into estuaries and find out 
what's going on there.” 

He points out that reactors in subs like the Virginia class 
have uranium enriched to a bomb-grade 95-per cent, creating 
all kinds of treaty complications. “You virtually have a very 
dirty bomb which would clean out Sydney or you can add a bit 
of plutonium isotope and you can blow the thing up.” 

While fast and capable of prolonged underwater transits, 
nuclear subs are noisier than conventional diesel-electric 
vessels because of their size and reactor cooling systems. 

“They can make very fast underwater transits, but their 
wash is like a jet stream you can see from a satellite in calm 
water for hundreds of kilometres, and you can see it way 
down,” Ohff said. 

“It gives you away very, very quickly.” 
The military off-the-shelf (MOTS) option has more 

proponents - mostly because of their relative cheapness and 
proven technology. A few analysts like the ANU strategist 
Hugh White believe the MOTS option would allow many 
more submarines to be acquired and spread out for the same 
money. 

But the navy is adamantly against it, though it's been 
dutifully studying those available and seeing if the Raytheon-
Mark 48 combination can be installed. All of them - bar the 
possible late entrant in Japan's new Soryu class - are much 
smaller than the 3500-tonne Collins or the 4000-tonne boat 
envisaged in the white paper, and the biggest among them, the 
Franco-Spanish S-80, is yet to put to sea. 

Size matters, the navy insists. Except for the Dutch navy, 
which sends its four ageing Walrus subs across the Atlantic to 
Caribbean possessions (and, since Britain went all-nuclear, 
trains our sub captains), the European fleets are designed to 
“lurk” close to their homelands. Such a defensive use of 
submarines would be pointless for Australia, Moffitt says. 
They are best sent in forward defence, to wait outside foreign 
bases or loiter near the choke points of shipping lanes. 

Now fuelled by a $214 million budget for a three-year 
selection process, Moffitt's team expects to narrow the options 
by the end of next year. Already both extremes are looking 
doubtful: the European MOTS option because of inadequate 
capability; a new all-Australian sub because, as a Rand Corp 
study for Defence concluded, it would take 15 years just to 
design. 

Almost certainly, the process will zero down to an 
“enhanced” version of an existing European MOTS submarine 
such as HDW's projected 3800-tonne Type 216; an enhanced 
Collins class; and just possibly, an Australianised version of 
Japan's Soryu, if Tokyo would release its design, probably 
fitted with the U.S. Navy combat system and weapons. 

With a commonly accepted price of $36 billion for 12 
large submarines - albeit over 20 years but about the cost of 
the National Broadband Network, with no direct economic 
payback beyond the “existential” insurance - a repeat of the 
Collins saga terrifies many politicians. This may explain the 
slow pace of choosing the new submarine since 2009. Labor 
and Liberal sources both say John Faulkner, for one defence 
minister, simply shut his mind to the question. 

Yet one decision has been taken. The new submarines 
will be “assembled” in Adelaide. In theory this could mean a 
new fabrication yard. In practice, it will mean whichever 
foreign submarine designer is chosen will work with ASC, 
possibly buying a shareholding in the government-owned 
shipbuilder. 

ASC was formed as part of a conscious nation-building 
program in the early 1980s, when Labor and trade unions 
looked enviously at Sweden. Adelaide was chosen to clear the 
project of union demarcation disputes and thuggery that 
dogged existing naval yards in Melbourne, Sydney and 
Newcastle. 
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The company retains a workforce of 2100 in Adelaide and 
300 at a floating dock at Stirling, refitting the Collins vessels 
and building the navy's three new Spanish-designed air 
warfare destroyers. 

“There is no problem that we have experienced with the 
Collins class submarine that is a product of Australian 
workmanship,” the navy's Moffitt asserts. “I could build the 
Collins today for 50 per cent less than we paid,” says former 
ASC chief Ohff. 

Despite enthusiastically canning Labor over Collins in the 
past, the Coalition quietly endorses acquisition and local 
construction of big ocean-going submarines rather than MOTS 
options largely built elsewhere. 

“You wouldn't make any of these mistakes again,” says 
the opposition defence science spokesman, Stuart Robert. 

“We have gone through so much pain, such a long 
journey, the nation has spent an enormous amount of money 
working out how to build subs and what not do to. We are in a 
perfect place to build subs again with an enormous amount of 
knowledge as to how to do it.” 

His senior, Coalition defence spokesman, David Johnston, 
agrees. “They will be built, assembled and sustained in 
Adelaide. We do need a lot of them - they are the best thing 
that you have to deter people from thinking about coming 
down here to blow up oil rigs etc or putting mines in sea 
lanes.” 

With France, Germany, Sweden, and Spain all 
aggressively seeking foreign orders to keep submarine 
building yards viable for their own small submarine forces, the 
Australian order has become the plum in the global 
conventional sub business, with follow-on orders possible 
from other countries with long-range navies like Canada, India 
and the Netherlands. “All these nations are ferociously after 
Australia's business because they have to be,” Moffitt said. 
“That's what makes it a buyer's market.” 

With the improved reliability and possible extended life 
of the Collins class, plus the eagerness of foreign designers to 
join Australia's submarine program, the feared “capability 
gap” in Australia's defences might not be too wide - and 
Collins may not go down as just technological hubris in the 
history books. 

At ASC - introducing staff like apprentice mechanic and 
part-time engineering student Sonya McClellan, who was 
working on the torpedo tubes of HMAS Sheean - Ludlam says 
it would be sad to close the book on submarine-building. 

“A modern submarine is probably the most complex thing 
man's ever made,” he said. “The only comparison you could 
draw would be a space shuttle. If a nation can build a 
submarine then it is truly a first-class nation. It's up there with 
the best in the world. My feeling is we've got to keep on doing 
that, otherwise we'd be falling back. 

“I know that's an engineer speaking,” he adds, sheepishly. 
Return to Index 
 

16. Navy Eyeing Off New Japanese Submarines 
(SYDNEY MORNING HERALD 09 JUL 12) ... Hamish McDonald 

The admiral in charge of planning for Australia's next 
generation of submarines and the chief defence scientist are 
studying an advanced new submarine in service with the 
Japanese navy. 

Rear-Admiral Rowan Moffitt, head of the Royal 
Australian Navy's Future Submarine Program, and Dr 
Alexander Zelinsky, the Chief Defence Scientist, travel to 
Japan this month to look at the Soryu-class submarines, which 
started service with the Japan Maritime Self-Defence Force 
three years ago. 

Access to the Soryu technology was discussed during a 
visit to Australia last month by the Japanese navy's chief, 
Admiral Masahiko Sugimoto. It was only in December that 
Tokyo lifted its post-World War II embargo on defence 
exports. 

The 4200-tonne Soryu-class boats are the only new 
conventional submarines of the size and capabilities set out in 
Canberra's 2009 defence white paper for 12 new submarines to 
take over from the Collins-class subs from the late 2020s. 

“Our strategy with the Japanese is one of hope, because 
there are some very attractive characteristics about the 
Japanese submarine,” Rear-Admiral Moffitt said. 

As well as having a close alliance relationship with the 
United States similar to Australia's, Japan's navy operated in 
the same Asia-Pacific environment, which was reflected in its 
submarine design, he said. 

“Their submarine, by all accounts, and their design and 
the evolution of that design, has by all accounts brought them 
to the point of having a very good submarine,” Rear-Admiral 
Moffitt said. 

“However, submarine technology tends to be crown-jewel 
stuff for nations, it tends to be at the most extreme end of 
sensitivity that nations have about protecting their intellectual 
property - especially if they have developed it themselves, as 
Japan has, as the U.S. has. They've invested a vast amount of 
money doing that.” 

Under a $214 million allocation in this year's budget, the 
RAN has stepped up work on selecting the new submarine 
design. Four options are: Adapting an existing “military off 
the shelf” or MOTS submarine, a large “evolved MOTS” 
design, an evolution of the Collins class, and a completely 
new Australian design. 

Until the Soryu became theoretically available, off-the-
shelf submarines included only German, French and Spanish 
designs of about 2000 tonnes. 
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17. Navy Plans Rs 10000 Crore Worth Expansion At Karwar Base 
Indian Navy Plans $1.8-Billion Expansion Project at Karwar Base in Karnataka 
(PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 09 JUL 12) 

NEW DELHI -- The Navy is planning a major expansion 
of its strategic Karwar naval base in Karnataka where it will 

berth its Russian-origin aircraft carrier Admiral Gorshkov and 
carry out military aircraft operations. 



 

24 
 

The Navy plans to deploy the Admiral Gorshkov, 
Scorpene submarines and a number of surface ships at the 
base after the completion of the over Rs 10,000 crore project 
there. 

A proposal in this regard is expected to be moved before 
the Cabinet Committee on Security chaired by Prime Minister 
Manmohan Singh for final approval, sources told PTI here. 

Project Seabird Phase IIA work will involve construction 
of a wide range of new facilities and augmentation of certain 
existing facilities involving an outlay of over Rs 10,000 crore, 
Navy officials said here. 

As per the plans, the Navy will be able to base around 30 
major warships at Karwar after the completion of Phase-IIA 
by 2017-18. 

It is also planning to establish a Naval Air Station there 
for deploying fixed and rotary wing ship-based military 
aircraft, they said. 

Project Seabird has been dogged by long delays, fund 
crunches and truncated clearances since it was first approved 
in 1985 at an initial cost of Rs 350 crore. 

Phase-I, which was completed at a cost of Rs 2,629 crore 
in 2005-06, has enabled the Navy to base more than 15 
warships at Karwar. 

Overall under the Phase-II, the Karwar naval station will 
get an airbase, armament depot, dockyard complex and missile 
silos, apart from additional jetties, berthing and anchorage 
facilities. 

The Project Seabird was developed to decongest the naval 
dockyards in Mumbai which is choked due to increased traffic 
and pollution there. 

Another reason was to create a major base at some 
distance from Pakistani cities and range of their missiles. 
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18. Syria Military Holds Exercises In Show Of Force 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 08 JUL 12) ... Albert Aji and Zeina Karam 

DAMASCUS, Syria — In a show of force, Syria began 
large-scale military exercises Sunday to simulate defending 
the country against outside “aggression.” Damascus’ staunch 
ally Iran warned of a “catastrophe” in the region if no political 
solution to the 16-month-old Syrian conflict is found. 

Tehran is Syria’s closest ally, and has stood by President 
Bashar Assad’s regime throughout the revolt against his rule 
despite a growing chorus of international condemnation. The 
relentless bloodshed has accelerated diplomatic efforts to find 
a solution to the crisis, and spurred some in the Syrian 
opposition to urge the West to intervene militarily to stop a 
conflict that activists say has left more than 14,000 people 
dead. 

Iran’s deputy foreign minister, Hossein Amir 
Abdollahian, dismissed talk of foreign intervention, saying 
“nobody can imagine a military attack against Syria. We 
believe it will not happen. If it happens, Syria will defend 
itself and will not need help from Iran.” 

U.N. special envoy Kofi Annan, who is the architect of an 
international plan to end the crisis, acknowledged in an 
interview published Saturday that the international 
community’s efforts to find a political solution to the 
escalating violence in Syria have failed. Annan arrived in the 
Syrian capital Sunday for talks with Assad, his spokesman 
Ahmad Fawzi said. 

The West is reluctant to intervene in Syria in part because 
unlike the military intervention that helped bring down 
Moammar Gadhafi in Libya, the Syrian conflict has the 
potential to quickly escalate. Damascus has a web of 
allegiances to powerful forces including Shiite powerhouse 
Iran and Lebanon’s Hezbollah and there are concerns that a 
military campaign could pull them into a wider conflagration. 

“Some tried to portray the Syrian president as just another 
aggressor. Some tried to impose a no-fly zone. We must say 
that Syria is different from Libya,” Abdollahian said. He 
declined to elaborate, but added: “there will be a catastrophe 
in the region, if there’s no political solution there.” 

Any outside intervention would also likely face strong 
opposition from Syrian ally Russia, as well as China, who 

have already shielded Damascus from diplomatic efforts to 
pressure the regime. 

Speaking to reporters in Amman, Jordan, Abdollahian 
dismissed questions about whether Iran would host Assad if he 
were to leave Syria, saying the issue of Assad fleeing his 
country and seeking refuge elsewhere is “a joke.” 

“He is following up on the situation in Syria. The Syrian 
people will decide their fate until another president is elected 
in 2014,” he said. 

Assad said in comments published Sunday that he will not 
step down “in the face of national challenges.” He spoke in a 
television interview with German public broadcaster ARD, 
which released his comments translated into German on 
Sunday ahead of the full interview’s broadcasting. 

Assad also accused the United States of fueling the revolt 
against him by partnering with “terrorists ... with weapons, 
money or public and political support at the United Nations.” 

The regime frequently uses the term “terrorists” to refer to 
Syrians seeking to topple Assad. 

The Syrian military maneuvers began Saturday with naval 
forces in a scenario where they repelled an attack from the sea, 
and will include air and ground forces over the next few days, 
the state-run SANA news agency said. State TV broadcast 
footage of missiles being fired from launch vehicles and 
warships — an apparent warning to other countries not to 
intervene in the country’s crisis. 

Syrian Defense Minister Dawood Rajiha attended the 
maneuvers and praised the “exceptional performance” of the 
naval forces which showed “a high level of combat training 
and ability to defend Syria’s shores against any possible 
aggression.” 

“The navy carried out the training successfully, repelling 
the hypothetical attack and striking at given targets with high 
precision,” the report said. 

The maneuvers are the second to be carried out by the 
Syrian military since the uprising began 16 months ago. 

Annan said Saturday that the international community’s 
efforts to find a political solution to the escalating violence in 
Syria have failed. 
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“The evidence shows that we have not succeeded,” he 
told the French daily Le Monde. 

Annan, the special envoy for the United Nations and the 
Arab League, is the architect of the most prominent 
international plan to end the crisis in Syria. 

His six-point plan was to begin with a cease-fire in mid-
April between government forces and rebels seeking to topple 
Assad. But the truce never took hold, and now the almost 300 
U.N. observers sent to monitor the cease-fire are confined to 
their hotels because of the escalating violence. 

U.S. Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton said 
Sunday that time is running out on Syrian peace hopes and 
warned that the Syrian state could collapse. 

Speaking in Japan, Clinton said Annan’s 
acknowledgement that his peace plan is failing “should be a 
wake-up call for everyone.” 

She said last month was the deadliest for the Syrian 
people since the revolt began in March 2011, but added that 
the opposition “is getting more effective in defense of 
themselves and going on the offensive against the Syrian 
military.” 
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19. Turkey Aims At Expanding, Diversifying Fleet 
(DEFENSE NEWS 09 JUL 12) ... Umit Enginsoy and Burak Ege Bekdil 

ANKARA — In anticipation of a multitude of security 
threats in its region, Turkey is seeking to both expand and 
diversify its air fleet. 

Ankara in the next few years plans to buy F-35 Joint 
Strike Fighters, a new batch of F-16s, design and develop its 
national fighter jet, develop an armed version of its trainer jet 
and locally produce large scale UAVs. The priority program 
for Turkey is the F-35, in which it is a partner country with the 
U.S., Italy, Britain and other major Western powers. 

Turkey has committed to buy two aircraft in 2015 and 
plans to eventually buy 100 F-35s. But the timing of the 
deliveries, scheduled to begin in 2015, creates an air power 
vacuum for the Turkish Air Force, since its existing F-16s are 
becoming obsolete faster than the F-35s will be able to replace 
them. 

To overcome this, Turkey has signed a contract with 
Lockheed Martin to buy 30 F-16 Block 50 fighters, the most 
modern of the F-16s, before the end of 2015. "The stopgap 
solution will enable us to look more confidently to the planned 
F-35 deliveries," an Air Force official said. "In addition, our 
already operational fleet of more than 200 F-16s will help." 

For longer term diversification, Turkey developed and 
revealed at the end of June the Hurkus, an indigenous trainer 
jet for civilian and military purposes. The Hurkus was 
showcased at a high profile ceremony attended by Prime 
Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan. 

Speaking at the ceremony, Erdogan said, "Today we are 
at the stage of becoming one of the most powerful air forces in 
the region with modern air vehicles and production." 

Turkey so far has spent $150 million on this program, 
which includes four prototypes. 

These will undergo their first flight tests next year. So far, 
the Hurkus has undergone more than 500 flight tests, said 

Muharrem Dortkasli, general manager of Turkish Aerospace 
Industries (TAI), maker of the Hurkus. 

Turkey alternatively has been involved in a roughly $400 
million program with Korean Aerospace Industries (KAI) to 
co-produce a basic trainer plane, the KT-1T, a Turkish version 
of South Korea's KT-1. The program will end in September 
after the final deliveries of 50 planes. Turkish and South 
Korean officials said there are no plans for a follow-up 
contract for further co-production of the KT-1T. 

Instead, Turkey will invest in Hurkus. A procurement 
official said in the long term, the goal is to produce an armed 
version. 

"This will both help us in our anti-terror warfare and also 
create opportunities to sell to other countries with similar anti-
terror missions," the official said. Turkey has been fighting the 
separatist Kurdistan Workers' Party since the mid-1980s. More 
than 40,000 people have been killed in the conflict 

In Turkey's ambitious program to create its own fighter, 
officials are working with Saab of Sweden to finalize 
specifications of an exclusively Turkish model of the Saab 
Gripen. Although officials said it is not yet clear whether 
Turkey will create an official partnership with Saab, the talks 
are continuing. 

Turkish officials also point to the possibility of working 
with KAI on the national fighter jet program, dubbed the FX. 
South Korean officials said their own program is one year 
ahead of Turkey's, but they also say the discrepancy could be 
compensated for if negotiations with Turkey prove successful. 

Meanwhile, Turkey this year plans to begin operating 10 
medium-altitude, long-endurance UAVs, called Ankas, also 
built by TAI. After two crash landings last year, the Anka 
passed all performance tests early this year. 
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20. Brazil Again Puts Off Decision In Fighter Jet Competition 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESS 07 JUL 12) 

BRASILIA, Brazil — The Brazilian Air Force has asked 
bidders to renew their offers on a contract to provide 36 next-
generation fighter jets, extending for six months a race 
between U.S., French and Swedish contestants. 

The Rafale fighter, made by French firm Dassault 
Aviation, is competing against the Boeing Co. F/A-18 Super 
Hornet and the Saab Gripen for the contract valued at between 
$4 billion and $7 billion. 

The Brazilian Air Force asks the bidders to renew their 
offers every six months. The last bidding window ended on 
June 30 and the new one will end Dec. 31. 

In a statement sent to AFP, the Air Force said it was a 
“normal procedure” to extend the offers for the government to 
study them so long as the winner has not yet been selected. 

Dassault’s Brazilian unit chief Jean-Marc Merialdo said 
this marked the fourth six-month extension for the offer, but 
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stressed that “it is a purely administrative move with no 
further significance.” 

Brazil, the world’s sixth-largest economy, is insisting on 
technology transfer in all its defense agreements. It is due to 
announce the winner this year. 

Although France has offered full technology transfers in 
its bid to win the contract and the Rafale is thus seen as the 

best placed to finish on top, the F/A-18 is being offered at the 
best price. 

During a visit to Brazil earlier this year, U.S. Defense 
Secretary Leon Panetta pledged U.S. advanced technology 
transfers if Brasilia chooses Boeing’s supersonic jet. 
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21. Britain's 30 Submarine Fires In Past Four Years 
UK Military Admits 30 Fires Occurred on Nuclear Submarines Over Past Three Years 
(LONDON TIMES (UK) 08 JUL 12) ... Emily Payne 

The Ministry of Defence [MoD] has admitted that there 
have been 30 fires on Britain's nuclear submarines over the 
past three years. 

The figure equates to an average of one every 40 days, 
bringing the total number of fires since 1987 to 266, more than 
10 a year. The MoD also admitted for the first time that 74 of 
the fires took place on submarines often armed with nuclear 
warheads. 

The admissions have prompted accusations that Britain's 
nuclear weapons can no longer be regarded as a "credible 
deterrent.” 

The Scottish National Party's Westminster leader and 
defence spokesman Angus Robertson said: "Any one of these 
fires could have had catastrophic consequences and the 
frequency of these incidents raises the most serious safety 
concerns. 

"We are not talking about a one-off incident, but a whole 
diary of near-disasters. That so many of these incidents 
occurred on submarines that may have been nuclear-armed is 
deeply troubling." 

One fire, which was categorised by the MoD as major, 
ignited on a submarine capable of carrying nuclear weapons 
while it was docked at an unnamed naval base in the UK. It 
was most likely to have been at Faslane on the Clyde or at 
Devonport in Plymouth. 

Robertson demanded to know when and where this fire 
took place. He said: "The apparent vulnerability to fire events 
on these vessels raises grave questions for UK ministers. 

"Beyond the obvious risk to the crew, citizens on shore, 
and the environment, a significant fire could severely limit the 
UK's ability to maintain a continuous at-sea deterrent. It 
makes a mockery of any UK claims to having a credible 
'independent' nuclear deterrent." 

The MoD operates four nuclear-powered Vanguard-class 
submarines, each of which can be armed with Trident nuclear 
missiles. One is usually undergoing maintenance, while the 
other three are all needed to make sure that one can always be 
on patrol at sea. 

In May a U.S. nuclear-powered submarine was disabled 
by a fire that started in a vacuum cleaner and burnt for 12 
hours. An estimated £260 million of damage was caused to the 
USS Miami while it was docked at Portsmouth naval shipyard 
at Kittery in Maine. 

"There is a real danger that any one of the recent, though 
less serious, fires on British submarines could have raged out 
of control and created a radiation hazard to the west coast of 
Scotland," said John Ainslie, coordinator of the Scottish 
Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament. 

The figures came as a parliamentary answer to Robertson 
last week from the UK defence technology minister, Peter 
Luff. Of the 266 fires since 1987, 243 were classed as "small" 
like "a minor electrical fault creating smoke.” 

Twenty were rated as "medium" fires "such as a failure of 
mechanical equipment creating smoke and flame, requiring 
use of significant onboard resources.” Three were considered 
major fires that took place "while the submarines involved 
were in naval bases, requiring both ship and external 
resources.” 

Luff declined to say whether the nuclear weapon-carrying 
subs on which incidents took place were actually armed when 
the fires broke out. Of those, 67 were classed as small, six as 
medium and one as major. 

The MoD said that the Royal Navy had successfully 
maintained a continuous nuclear deterrent for more than 40 
years. It is understood that of the 20 fires classed as medium, 
only five took place at sea. 

"No fire on board any Royal Navy submarine has ever 
had an impact on nuclear safety or the ability to operate a 
continuous at-sea deterrent," said an MoD spokesman. 

"Meticulous records are kept of all incidents involving 
fire, however small. Most of those recorded were minor 
electrical faults that were dealt with quickly, safely and 
effectively. The Royal Navy operates a stringent safety regime 
on board all its submarines and all personnel receive regular 
and extensive fire safety training." 
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PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
22. Navy Ramps Up Crackdown On Drug Use 
Widens testing for synthetics, alcohol, prescription drugs 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 08 JUL 12) ... Jeanette Steele 

It’s not the stuff Grandma pours into her bathtub. So-
called bath salts, a new designer drug that causes euphoria and 
intense stimulation, has the Navy and Marine Corps running to 

keep up when drug-testing troops — especially following 
another recent drug fad, the fake pot known as Spice. 
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In March, the Navy began random testing for synthetic 
chemical compounds, specifically Spice, a lab-created 
marijuana that gained popularity in 2009. It is still working to 
add “bath salts” and its variants to routine urine screenings, 
though it already has the ability to check for them in follow-on 
tests. 

These steps to plug holes in Navy drug testing come amid 
a push by Navy Secretary Ray Mabus toward a healthier — 
some might say squeaky-clean — rank and file. 

His “21st Century Sailor and Marine initiative” means 
regular alcohol breathalyzer testing for troops. 

A breathalyzer pilot program started in May, with Sailors 
and Marines tested randomly and in some cases when they 
report for work. Results will be evaluated, but a Navy 
spokesman said a program could roll out fleetwide as soon as 
possible. 

In May, the Navy expanded screening for commonly 
abused prescription drugs. Now Vicodin and Xanax, also 
known as hydrocodones and benzodiazepines, can be detected 
in standard testing. 

Mabus, a former ship officer and Mississippi governor, 
has said he wants to have the most mentally ready force in 
naval history. This move does not appear to be in response to 
on-duty or off-duty accidents related to drugs or alcohol. 

“The new defense strategy will put increased 
responsibilities on the Navy and Marine Corps in the years to 
come,” Mabus said when he announced the program in March. 

“You are the department’s most essential asset, and it is 
the duty of the department’s leadership to do all we can to 
provide each individual Sailor and Marine with the resources 
to maintain that resiliency.” 

The other armed services are following suit, to some 
degree. The Air Force launched random testing for fake pot 
compounds this spring, and the Army checks for them by 
request of commanders, according to the Military Times. 

As synthetic drugs go in and out of vogue, the 
traditionally work-hard, play-hard military — full of 20-
somethings entrusted with dangerous and precision machinery 
— has tried to adapt. 

Spice was all the rage in 2009 and 2010, when it was still 
legal for civilians, and anybody could buy it at a tobacco shop. 
The U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration made five fake-
pot compounds controlled substances in March 2011, in an 
emergency ruling that spoke to their rapid emergence. 

For troops, the allure was a “pot” high without the danger 
of ruining a career by getting caught in a routine urinalysis. 
Still, in San Diego, Navy investigators nabbed 60 Sailors in 
October for using Spice. 

Since March, the Navy has analyzed more than 3,300 
urine samples for designer drugs, with 101 coming back 
positive, officials said this week. 

Navy and Marine Corps officials said there is no specific 
data available for charges related to Spice or bath salt use. 
However, on the Navy side, 1,500 people were discharged for 
drug use of all kinds in fiscal 2011. 

Nationally, bath salt use is on the rise. In 2010, 628 
reports of the drug or its variants came into the National 
Forensic Laboratory Information System from 27 states. In 
2009, there were 34 reports from eight states. 

Navy doctors in San Diego say they began seeing the first 
patients high on bath salts about two years ago. 

Lt. George Loeffler, a San Diego Naval Medical Center 
psychiatry resident, gave a recent talk about seven cases the 
Balboa Park hospital has treated. Its title, “Bath Salts: 
Emergence of an Epidemic.” 

Seven active-duty men in their 20s were admitted to the 
hospital’s inpatient psychiatric ward between February 2010 
and last July. They were high on cathinones, the active 
chemical in bath salts and related variants. 

Most showed paranoia and thought they were hearing 
things. They were agitated and couldn’t do two simple tasks at 
one time. A few displayed tremors or facial ticks, were 
suicidal or had to be restrained. 

“They are seeing things and hearing things and believing 
things that aren’t true. But they are also really distraught and 
angry about it. These are angry, angry people,” Loeffler said. 

“That will go away generally within a couple days, as 
long as they are here and we’re treating them. But then what 
will happen, these paranoid delusions will linger on, and it 
doesn’t seem like we can do anything to treat those.” 

One of the reported side effects is a strong compulsion 
toward regular use and binging, which has been dubbed 
“fiending.” 

This new drug comes from an old source, the African 
plant Khat, which has long been chewed by people of the 
Horn of Africa and Arabian Peninsula for the euphoria it 
causes. Drugmakers reproduced the chemical in the lab, and it 
emerged as a designer drug on British and European streets in 
the late 2000s. 

It may have gained popularity as the club drug Ecstasy 
dropped off in purity. The high has been compared to a 
combination of an amphetamine’s stimulant effect and the 
body-glow feeling people report with Ecstasy. 

Before the DEA outlawed three versions of the new drug 
in October, it was legally sold in head shops and even gas 
stations. The now-controlled chemicals are Mephedrone, 
methylenedioxypyrovalerone and Methylone. Besides bath 
salts, other street names include Ivory Wave, Red Dove, 
Ocean Snow, Vanilla Sky and Hurricane Charlie. 

Most users snort the drug as a powder or swallow it in 
capsules. It can also be smoked or taken intravenously. 

Doctors and law enforcement officials warn that while 
new designer drugs may be harder to detect in common tests, 
their newness also means no one knows the long-term effects. 

The makers of these drugs are reportedly altering the 
content to skirt the DEA. 

According to a Naval Criminal Investigative Service 
official, Naphyrone, a different synthetic cathinone chemical, 
has been used as the active ingredient in newer products going 
by “Glass Cleaner” and “Jewelry Cleaner.” 
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23. Transition Benefits: Shipmates To Workmates Forum To Be Held At Naval Base Ventura County 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 08 JUL 12) ... Naval Facilities Engineering Command Public Affairs 

WASHINGTON -- As part of the Shipmates to 
Workmates program, the Naval Facilities Engineering 
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Command will co-host a job forum July 10 at Naval Base 
Ventura County (NBVC) to inform Sailors about career 
opportunities in the federal government. 

The Shipmates to Workmates program is an initiative 
managed jointly by the Naval Facilities Engineering 
Command (NAVFAC), Naval Sea Systems Command, Naval 
Air Systems Command, Naval Supply Systems Command , 
Commander, Navy Installations Command, Space and Naval 
Warfare Command, and the Chief of Naval Operations. 
Forums are held at fleet concentration areas around the 
country and provide Sailors with information about career 
opportunities available at the different commands. 

"We want to reach as many Sailors as possible," said 
NAVFAC Total Force Military Advisor Capt. Steve Donley. 

"The forum that is being held at Naval Base Ventura County 
will assist Sailors with preparing resumes and job applications, 
and will provide them with employment information at each 
command." 

More than 50 government agencies and private companies 
will be on hand for Sailors to talk to. The Shipmates to 
Workmates forum aboard NBVC will be held at Duke's Place 
on 23rd Ave., and runs from 9 a.m to 1 p.m. 

A one-stop web site, http://jobs.navair.navy.mil/sm2wm/ 
also has been set up for Sailors to obtain additional 
information regarding upcoming job forums and links to 
transition resources, such as creating resumes and applying for 
federal jobs. 
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24. Annual SDAP Recertification Begins 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 06 JUL 12) ... Navy Personnel Command Public Affairs 

MILLINGTON, Tenn. -- The Navy announced the annual 
recertification of Special Duty Assignment Pay (SDAP) for 
fiscal year 2012 in a message released July 6. 

According to NAVADMIN 206/12, SDAP recertification 
is conducted annually to ensure commands are maintaining an 
accurate account of member's eligibility for SDAP. 
Recertification began with the release of the message and 
commands have until Aug. 31. 

SDAP is an incentive pay ranging from $75 to $450 a 
month used to entice qualified personnel to accept designated 
assignments and to sustain adequate manning levels. In order 
to qualify for SDAP, Sailors must be assigned to and working 

in a valid billet on the command Manpower Authorization 
Listing. This billet must be authorized by the Bureau of Naval 
Personnel as a Special Duty Assignment billet according to the 
latest SDAP NAVADMIN. 

Recertification is typically completed by a command's 
admin department or personnel officer with the commanding 
officer recertifying each member. Sailors can read 
OPNAVINST 1160.6B and talk with their command career 
counselor to learn more about SDAP. 

A complete list of authorized skills and pay levels can be 
found in NAVADMIN 356/11. 
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25. Big Dip In Unemployment Rate For Young Veterans 
(NAVY TIMES 06 JUL 12) ... Rick Maze 

The jobless rate for Iraq and Afghanistan veterans fell 
dramatically in June despite an overall economy that produced 
few jobs and left the national unemployed rate unchanged. 

The unemployment rate for Iraq- and Afghanistan-era 
veterans fell to 9.5 percent, down from 12.7 percent the 
previous month and from 13.3 percent in June 2011, according 
to the employment situation report released Friday by the 
Labor Department’s Bureau of Labor Statistics. 

For veterans of all generations, the June jobless rate was 
7.4 percent, a slight improvement over the 7.8 percent rate for 
May. 

The national unemployment rate remains 8.2 percent in a 
sour economy that produced just 80,000 jobs last month. 

Big month-to-month changes in veterans’ unemployment 
can be the result of statistical flukes because the Labor 
Department’s monthly report is based on a survey of about 
200,000 people, of whom just 22,000 are veterans. The June 
survey included just 2,600 people who left active duty since 
Sept. 11, 2001, to draw conclusions about the jobless rate for 
the newest generation of veterans. 

Still, the statistical improvement comes amidst a 
continuing expansion of federal and private-sector programs 
aimed at helping veterans get jobs. 

The Department of Veterans Affairs and U.S. Chamber of 
Commerce jointly sponsored a hiring fair in Detroit last week 
that officials said resulted in 1,300 job offers going to 

veterans, and there are plans to hold similar events in other 
locations. 

VA also announced Tuesday that it is helping veteran-
owned small businesses by exceeding its own goal for 
purchasing goods and services from veteran- and disabled 
veteran-owned firms. More than 18 percent of procurement 
dollars went to disabled veteran-owned businesses, exceeding 
the goal of 10 percent set by VA Secretary Eric Shinseki, and 
20 percent went to veteran-owned businesses, exceeding the 
goal of 12 percent, VA officials said. 

A series of grants also have been announced to encourage 
hiring veterans. For example, the Transportation Department 
announced Monday that it is awarding grants to improve 
transportation access so that veterans and their families could 
reach jobs. 

Just before the report was released, Iraq and Afghanistan 
Veterans of America announced a new partnership with New 
York’s Lincoln Center for Performing Arts that will provide 
“fast track” hiring procedures for veterans to fill a variety of 
jobs at the center. The partnership also involves providing free 
tickets for veterans and their families to some events. 

More programs are coming. 
More than 25,000 unemployed veterans, aged 35 to 60, 

have signed up to take part in the first phase of a two-year job 
training program, the Veterans Reemployment Assistance 
Program or VRAP, that provides one year of monthly GI Bill 
benefits to those enrolled in education or vocational training 
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programs that should qualify them at the end for a job in a 
high-demand skills. 

There is still room in the program, which can sign up 
45,000 veterans now and another 54,000 veterans beginning in 
October. 
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26. PTSD Study Halfway Finished 
Largest research project in U.S. military history, started in 2001, follows 187K service members for 21 years 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 08 JUL 12) ... Nathan Max 

The largest research project in U.S. military history aimed 
at studying the long-term effects of post-traumatic stress 
disorder has now passed the halfway point. 

The Millennium Cohort Study, run out of the Naval 
Health Research Center in San Diego, is a 21-year study that 
is comprehensively following the lives and habits of 187,000 
service members. Researchers began accumulating data 11 
years ago, in 2001. The project is scheduled to run another 
decade, until 2022. 

Researchers hope the massive amount of data they collect 
will help them pinpoint who gets PTSD and why. 

What makes the project so unusual is its scope. Every 
three years, volunteers from every branch of the service — 
including National Guardsmen and reservists — complete a 
400-question online survey. Among other things, the 
questionnaire asks about an individual’s deployment, 
occupation, job exposure, exercise habits, diet, sleep patterns, 
relationship status, use of medications, substance use, and any 
resulting health outcomes. 

The survey attempts to create a complete picture of the 
impact of all life’s experiences on an individual’s mental and 
physical health. 

“It’s a unique and powerful study that could help people 
for a long time,” said Dr. Nancy Crum-Cianflone, the project’s 
principal investigator. “It covers all those extra bases.” 

Capt. Lanny Boswell, executive director of the Naval 
Health Research Center, compared the project with a larger 
version of the Framingham Heart Study. The Framingham 
study, which examines cardiovascular disease among residents 
of Framingham, Mass., began in 1948 with 5,209 adult 
subjects and is now on its third generation of participants. 

As for the Millennium Cohort Study’s future impact on 
knowledge of PTSD: “There’s just not another vehicle I know 
that can be as helpful,” Boswell said. 

Another potential groundbreaking aspect of the study is 
its potential to lead researchers to understand protective 
factors, said Sonya Norman, former director of the PTSD 
Clinic for Returning Veterans at the San Diego Veterans 
Affairs Medical Center. 

“We don’t know as much about what buffers someone 
from getting a disorder like PTSD,” Norman said. “We know 
more about what puts someone at risk. Because it’s so 
comprehensive, it should help us begin to get a fuller picture 
of how risk factors and how protective factors might interact.” 

Participants in the study give data before, during and after 
deployment to enable researchers to further break down who is 
getting PTSD, Crum-Cianflone said. The program is still 
enrolling new participants, including spouses of service 
members, who became eligible for the study in June 2011. 

Aside from PTSD, the study is also researching how time 
away affects families and children. It is one of the few 
vehicles that has studied the effect of 10 years of war on 
individuals, Crum-Cianflone said. 

The results will eventually be used to help the VA treat 
service members. 

“Nothing happens in a vacuum, including PTSD,” 
Norman said. “People come into the military with a lot of 
different backgrounds and experiences, and life continues to 
take everyone in a lot of different directions. 

“The more we understand about the whole person and 
how those different experiences contribute to whether they 
develop PTSD — whether they’re willing to get treatment, 
whether they respond to treatment, how their relationships and 
life are affected by having PTSD — the better we can treat the 
whole person, address their specific needs and optimize their 
chances of recovering.” 
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27. USS Carter Hall Brings Crew Member Home To NL 
Last OpSail inspired Evan Westbrook to serve with the Navy 
(NEW LONDON DAY 09 JUL 12) ... Brian Hallenbeck Day Staff Writer 

NEW LONDON- - Evan Westbrook grew up on Montauk 
Avenue, right across the street from Michael's Dairy. 

As a kid, he'd go down to Ocean Beach and catch crabs 
by the bucketful. Later, he worked at Burr's Marina and on the 
Mijoy, the fishing charter that operates out of Waterford. 

It seemed anything to do with the water was to his liking. 
But nothing fueled his imagination quite like OpSail 

2000, the tall ships event that raised the city's profile a dozen 
years ago. He was 12 at the time. 

"OpSail 2000 inspired me to join the Navy," Westbrook, a 
member of the USS Carter Hall's crew, said Sunday. "I 
remember seeing these amazing, elegant ships and their crews 
who had the same passion for the ocean and sailing that I did." 

Fittingly, it was OpSail 2012 that brought Fire 
Controlman 3rd Class Westbrook back to New London this 
weekend, the Carter Hall's participation in the event enabling 
him to spend time with relatives, including his father, the Rev. 
Byron Westbrook, pastor of Huntington Street Baptist Church; 
his mother Andrea; and sisters Anna, Kara and Holly. 

"It's such a great coincidence," Westbrook said. "Of all 
the ships in the fleet, to have the one I'm on chosen to come to 
my hometown …" 

The Carter Hall, a 609-foot dock landing ship designed to 
transport amphibious craft, vehicles and personnel, "stormed 
the beach" at Niantic on Friday, Westbrook joked, and 
paraded into New London with the rest of the OpSail fleet 
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Saturday. Thousands of visitors streamed through the hulking 
vessel Sunday as it was docked at State Pier. 

Westbrook, who graduated from the city's Harbor 
Elementary School and Grasso Tech in Groton, had been 
planning a leave to visit Connecticut with his wife, Crystal, 
when he got word that the Carter Hall's "underway" had been 
extended to include stops in Bristol, R.I., and New London. So 
that left Crystal at home in Little Creek, Va., where the Carter 
Hall is homeported and where she's five months' pregnant with 
the couple's first child. 

Westbrook spread some local color among the Carter 
Hall's crew. 

"I've been telling my mates about the places to go, and 
about what a great place it is to grow up," he said of New 
London. "It's the best of both worlds - a small town, with the 
charisma of a large city. Its diversity helped build some core 
values in me. In the Navy, our diversity is what makes us 
strong." 

As a fire controlman, Westbrook is trained in the 
operation, maintenance and repair of the Carter Hall's weapons 
systems. He's responsible for issuing weapons and ensuring 
that those to whom they're issued know how to use them. He's 

been on board the Carter Hall for just over a year, having 
previously served on a sister ship, the USS Oak Hill. 

As a deck seaman on the Oak Hill, he performed 
maintenance and also piloted inflatable boats used in the 
boarding of other vessels. He served during a seven-month 
deployment to the Persian Gulf and a 3½-month deployment 
to South America. On antipiracy operations off the coast of 
Somalia, the crew engaged in VBSS - visit, board, search and 
seizure - actions against vessels suspected of carrying drugs or 
weapons. 

Westbrook extended his original four-year Navy 
commitment to six years, of which he has eight months to 
serve. After that, he expects to enter the civilian workforce - 
and settle back in Connecticut. 

His Navy stint and his New London youth have clearly 
shaped him. 

"People are only the product of their environment if they 
choose it to be so," he said. "We can take what we learn from 
situations and let it affect us for good or bad. And the fact of 
the matter is, I would not be the man I am today if it weren't 
for the Navy." 
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FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE//PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
28. U.S. Navy Orders Next-Generation Hovercraft 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESS 06 JUL 12) 

WASHINGTON — The U.S. Navy on Friday ordered the 
first of its next-generation landing craft, with options for eight 
more, as it moves to replace its aging hovercraft fleet, the 
Pentagon announced. 

The contract with defense development firm Textron 
totaled $213 million and may increase to $570 million if the 
eight options are exercised, the Pentagon said in a statement. 

The first Ship-to-Shore Connector (SSC) is scheduled for 
delivery in 2017, and should be operational three years later. 

SSC hovercraft are expected to gradually replace the 91 
Landing Craft Air Cushion-class (LCAC) hovercrafts, which 
the navy has used since 1982. 

The cost of buying and operating the SSCs will be 
comparatively lower than that incurred by the older LCACs, 
said Secretary of the Navy Ray Mabus. 

The SSC should be able to transport a load of 74 tons -- 
sufficient for moving several tanks -- at a speed of 35 knots 
(65 kph) over a distance of more than 25 nautical miles. 
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29. USS Somerset To Be Christened Later This Month 
(SOMERSET COUNTY (PA) DAILY AMERICAN 06 JUL 12) ... Vicki Rock 

The christening ceremony for the future USS Somerset 
will be one of the last public ceremonies for the ship named in 
honor of America's County. 

"At a christening ceremony, the ship is officially given 
her name," said Chris Johnson, spokesman for Naval Sea 
Systems Command. "The sponsor says, 'I christen thee.' It is a 
short, formal ceremony." 

Mary Jo Myers is the ship's sponsor. She is the wife of 
retired Air Force Gen. Richard Myers, a former chairman of 
theJoint Chiefs of Staff. She will break a bottle of champagne 
across the bow of the ship during the ceremony July 28 in 
New Orleans. 

Patrick White, president of the Families of Flight 93, will 
be the featured speaker for the christening ceremony. 

"The Flight 93 families are honored to participate in the 
christening event," he said. "The USS Somerset will be the 
first to fight, like Flight 93's crew members and passengers, 
and the first to be of aid to friends, like the Somerset 
community that has grown up around the crash site to support, 
honor and remember their legacy." 

The ship's two intended purposes — war and 
humanitarian relief — are reminiscent of the two faces of 
Sept. 11, 2001. 

"The passengers and crew of Flight 93 showed courage in 
fighting back against the terrorists," he said. "The people of 
Somerset County showed their humanity by their response and 
their continued support of the Families of Flight 93 and the 
national memorial. We trust the crew of the future USS 
Somerset will be imbued with courage when needed to rise 
against our enemies and will have compassion for those who 
need their help in times of disaster." 

Metal from one of the two draglines that was near the 
Flight 93 crash site was used in the bow of the ship. So steel 
from Somerset County will cut the waves for the USS 
Somerset as she speeds to help those in need or to harm 
America's enemies. 

"The vessel as well embodies to the Families of Flight 93 
an important sense of healing and of finding hope from the 
tragedy of that day," White said. 
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Somerset County Commissioner John Vatavuk and his 
wife, Janet, are attending as the Navy secretary's guests. 

"We're excited about the ship," Vatavuk said. "I'm not 
speaking at this ceremony but will sit on the stage as a 
representative of the county." 

A plaque in the shape of Somerset County is on the ship. 
Vatavuk also collected various small items for a time capsule 
that is going to be in the ship's mast, including a Flight 93 
commemorative coin and a postcard of the county courthouse. 

After the christening ceremony, the ship goes through an 
extensive series of sea trials that take about one year. The 
delivery of the ship, which happens during a private 
ceremony, is the official turnover from the shipbuilders to the 
Navy. Huntington Ingalls Industries' Avondale Shipyard built 
the future USS Somerset. The pre-commissioning crew moves 
aboard after the delivery ceremony. The commissioning 
ceremony marks the Navy's acceptance of the ship. At the 
moment of breaking the commissioning pennant, the ship's 
crew will run aboard the ship. 

TheU.S. Navycommissioning pennant is the 
distinguishing mark of a commissioned Navy ship. The 
pennant is a long streamer in the colors of the Navy: blue at 
the hoist, with seven white stars and a single longitudinal 
stripe of red and white. The pennant is flown at all times as 
long as a ship is in commissioned status. Thereafter, the ship is 
officially referred to as a United States Ship (USS). Until then 
the future USS Somerset is referred to either as a future ship 
or as the LPD 25. 

A decision was made not to charter a bus from Somerset 
County to go to the christening ceremony because of the 
distance, Vatavuk said. He hopes the Navy will hold the 
commissioning ceremony in Philadelphia so it will be easier 
for local residents to attend. Johnson said the commissioning 
ceremony's location has not been chosen. 

The $1.2 billion vessel is 684 feet long. It is serviced by a 
crew of 350 and can carry up to 800 Marines into assault 
operations. It has a flight deck that can handle helicopters and 
the MV-22 Osprey tilt-rotor aircraft. The ship will be based in 
San Diego, Calif. 
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30. Lockheed Ready To Deliver UK's First F-35 
(FLIGHT GLOBAL 08 JUL 12) ... Craig Hoyle 

FARNBOROUGH -- Lockheed Martin (chalet D9-10, 
OE8) will deliver its first F-35 Joint Strike Fighter to an 
international customer on 19 July, with the UK to formally 
accept short take-off and vertical landing (STOVL) test 
aircraft BK-1. 

The milestone will take place at Lockheed's Fort Worth 
site in Texas, where F-35B BK-1 flew for the first time on 13 
April. Following its acceptance, the aircraft will be flown to 
Eglin Air Force Base in Florida, where it will join a U.S.-led 
initial operational test and evaluation programme for the F-35. 

A second UK aircraft has recently undergone preparations 
to conduct engine runs at Fort Worth, and will be flown soon. 
Its delivery is scheduled for two or three months after BK-1, 
according to Steve O'Bryan, Lockheed's vice-president F-35 
programme integration and business development. A third 
STOVL jet will be produced for the UK during the 
programme's fourth lot of low-rate initial production (LRIP-4). 

The F-35B will replace the BAE Systems Harrier GR7/9s 
previously flown by the Royal Air Force and Royal Navy, 
after the UK government dropped plans to switch to the carrier 

variant F-35C in May. A decision on how many aircraft to 
procure will be made as part of its next Strategic Defence and 
Security Review in 2015. 

O'Bryan says testing of the F-35 remain ahead of 
Lockheed's planned schedule for 2012. By 30 June, aircraft in 
all three variants had made a combined 595 flights and 
achieved 4,800 programme test points: 34% and 14% ahead of 
target, respectively. 

Partner nations Australia, Italy, the Netherlands, Norway, 
Turkey and the UK are all expected to approve orders for 
long-lead production items for LRIP-7, while Israel and Japan 
have both signed letters of offer and acceptance for F-35A 
purchases. "The facts show an international programme that's 
healthy and growing," O'Bryan told Flightglobal at the Royal 
International Air Tattoo at RAF Fairford, in Gloucestershire 
on 6 July. 

With all current aircraft involved in flight testing, training 
or operational test activities in the USA, O'Bryan says a 
decision on when to deploy the F-35 for its first appearance at 
a European air show will be "a government call". 
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31. Demand For Aegis BMD Could Impact Other Missions: Report 
(DEFENSE DAILY 07 JUL 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

The demand for Aegis-equipped cruisers and destroyers 
for carrying out ballistic missile defense (BMD) could put 
pressure on those ships for performing other missions, such as 
strike, around the world, according to a report last week by the 
Congressional Research Service (CRS). 

"Some observers are concerned that demands for the 
Aegis ships for conducting BMD operations could strain the 
Navy's ability to provide regional military commanders with 
Aegis ships for performing non-BMD missions in various 
locations around the world," the report said. 

The Navy has slowed down the rate at which it plans to 
upgrade the Aegis combat systems on Arleigh Burke -class 
(DDG-51) destroyers and Ticonderoga -class (CG-47) cruisers 

to a BMD capability, largely by planning to retire seven of the 
latter earlier than planned. Plans to base four DDG-51s in 
Rota, Spain, beginning in fiscal 2014 could help alleviate the 
demand on BMD ships by easing on-station deployments, the 
report said. 

On the other hand, the CRS report noted a potential 
problem could lie in stretching the need on the ships to carry 
out a range of missions unrelated to BMD. Those, among 
other things, include deterrence, counter piracy and counter 
terrorism, intelligence, surveillance and reconnaissance (ISR), 
anti-air and air-surface warfare, and strike warfare and anti-
submarine warfare, the report said. 



 

32 
 

"Locations for performing BMD operations might not be 
good for performing non-BMD operations, and vice versa," 
the report said. 

Congressional lawmakers have criticized the Navy's plan 
for the early retirement of the cruisers. 

The Navy's fleet of cruisers and destroyers carry either the 
Aegis Combat System for theater warfare or the Aegis 
Ballistic Missile Defense system, but the service is moving 
toward fusing those two capabilities with increased data 

processing power based on the new multi-mission signal 
processor (MMSP). 

Work began in April to install the MMSP on the USS 
Chancellorsville (CG-62), with modernization to begin later 
this year on USS John Paul Jones (DDG-53) and the USS 
Normandy (CG-60). The John Finn (DDG-113) will be the 
first ship to come out of production with the new, combined 
capability. 
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32. Navy Begins Integration Of Raytheon's Decoy Jammer 
(DEFENSE DAILY 07 JUL 12) 

The Navy and Raytheon have begun integration of an air-
launched decoy with a jamming capability onto the service's 
fleet of F/A-18s Super Hornets, the company recently said. 

The jammer feature is a variant added to the Miniature 
Air Launched Decoy (MALD). MALD, which resembles and 
flies like a missile, is used to mimic the flight profile and radar 
signature of U.S. and allied aircraft to confuse enemy 
defenses. 

The MALD-J with the jamming component further 
enhance electronic warfare capabilities, Raytheon said. 
Installing the MALD-J on F/A-18 Es and Fs allows for testing 

to ensure the system meets the rigors of taking off and landing 
on aircraft carriers, Raytheon said. Boeing [BA] is the prime 
contractor for the Super Hornet. 

"MALD will save Sailors lives because it saturates enemy 
integrated air defense systems, causing them to attack the 
wrong target instead of attacking our aircraft," Harry Schulte, 
vice president of air warfare for Raytheon's missile systems 
unit, said. 

MALD weighs less than 300 pounds and has a range of 
about 575 miles, according to Raytheon. 
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33. Cruiser To Test New Nonskid Coating 
(NAVY TIMES 07 JUL 12) ... Jacqueline Klimas 

A new nonskid coating for ship flight decks and 
walkways is being tested aboard the cruiser Cape St. George. 

The chemical-resistant coating, developed by the Naval 
Research Laboratory, is more durable and retains its color 
better than epoxy-based coatings widely used today. This new 
siloxane-based coating also costs the Navy less, since it lasts 
longer. 

Traditional coatings only last about 18 months, whereas 
the new coating can last more than 60, according to NRL. 

Sailors can expect to see the new coating fleetwide 
between fiscal 2013 and 2014, said John Wegand, lead 
researcher for the coatings at NRL. 

Once the cruiser is back in port in San Diego after a 
deployment to the Western Pacific and Middle East, Wegand 
said the research team will do a follow-up inspection. 

The coating was also tested in 2010 aboard the destroyers 
Ramage and Mason, and the amphibious transport dock 
Ponce. 

The coating can be rolled or sprayed, making it much 
easier to apply than epoxy-based coatings that become 
unspreadable quickly after being opened. 

Return to Index 
 

34. Navy, Microsoft Sign $700 Million Agreement 
Deal consolidates previous Microsoft licenses into one enterprise agreement covering desktop and server 
software. 
(INFORMATION WEEK 06 JUL 12) ... Patience Wait 

The U.S. Navy has signed a three-year enterprise license 
agreement with Microsoft that is worth up to $700 million. 

The deal, which applies to both the Navy and the Marines, 
consolidates previous Microsoft licenses into one enterprise 
agreement covering desktop and server software. In 
announcing the agreement, the Navy's office of the CIO did 
not specify which Microsoft software products are covered. 

In February, Navy CIO Terry Halvorsen issued a memo, 
jointly signed by other Navy officials, making it mandatory 
for all departments to procure their software through 
enterprise license agreements. Other vendors mentioned as 
opportunities for such agreements included Cisco, EMC, 
Hewlett-Packard, IBM, and Oracle. 

Enterprise license agreements (ELAs) "will be grounded 
in a strong governance framework involving the financial, 

acquisition, and IT management communities," the Navy 
CIO's office said in a statement accompanying its policy 
directive, in February. The statement said ELAs would be 
developed for a range of software and hardware products, and 
related services. 

It's the latest in a series of steps by Halvorsen aimed at 
improving the efficiency of the Navy's IT operations. Last 
August, Halvorsen outlined plans to cut the military branch's 
IT spending by 25% over five years through data center 
consolidation and other efforts. 

The agreement with Microsoft will help to "optimize cost 
savings" by maximizing the Navy's purchasing power, though 
the service did not estimate the projected savings. 

"Microsoft has worked with the Department of the Navy 
to secure a first-ever department-wide Enterprise Software 
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License Agreement, which will cover Microsoft licenses and 
software assurance," Tim Solms, general manager of 
Microsoft's DOD business, said in a written statement. "This 
new contract, which will be implemented by long-time 
Microsoft partner Softchoice Corporation, will serve as the 
single Microsoft agreement across all three Navy networks 
and the [Marine Corps Enterprise Network], providing a 
framework to help manage upcoming transitions including 
[the Navy/Marine Corps Intranet and Continuity of Services 

Contract to NMCI/CoSC to the Next Generation Enterprise 
Network]," said Solms. 

"The Navy has, through policy, committed to leveraging a 
single vehicle for all Microsoft products and over time 
consolidating over 23 existing Microsoft enterprise 
agreements across the Navy to a single, centralized 
Department of Navy Enterprise License Agreement. The 
agreement will cover Microsoft licenses and software 
assurance for the Navy's 569,000 desktops," Solms said. 
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35. Top U.S. Lawmaker Tours Rhode Island Submarine Facility 
House Whip Visits Electric Boat Manufacturing 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 07 JUL 12) ... David Klepper 

NORTH KINGSTOWN, R.I. - The No. 2 Democrat in the 
U.S. House of Representatives joined U.S. Rep. James 
Langevin on Friday in calling on Congress to approve funding 
to maintain production levels at Electric Boat's submarine 
manufacturing plants in Rhode Island and Connecticut. 

Following a tour of the company's facility at Quonset 
Point, Democratic Whip Steny Hoyer of Maryland said it's 
important to both national defense and the regional economy 
to preserve funding for the production of two submarines per 
year. 

"We have to prioritize our defense expenditures," he said. 
"The work that's being done here is a priority in my opinion. 
We cannot and we will not sacrifice our national security." 

The Obama administration had proposed funding 
construction of one Virginia-class submarine, rather than two, 
in 2014. Legislation that would add funding for a second 
vessel in 2014 has passed the House and is under 
consideration in the Senate. U.S. Sen. Jack Reed, D-R.I., a 
member of the Appropriations Committee, said he's optimistic 
the Senate will go along with the House. 

Reed said the Virginia-class submarines' flexibility makes 
them critical to future defense strategy. The vessels, which 

cost about $2 billion each and take five years to build, are 
intended to replace aging Cold War-era subs. 

"The logic is compelling," Reed said. "Electric Boat is a 
major employer, but we could not persuade significant 
numbers of senators if there were not also compelling strategic 
reasons." 

Electric Boat, a subsidiary of Virginia-based General 
Dynamics Corp., employs more than 10,000 workers at 
Quonset Point and Groton, Conn. Lawmakers from both states 
said the facilities provide the highly skilled jobs the region 
needs. 

"Unlike a lot of places in this economy, Electric Boat is 
hiring," said Langevin, D-R.I. 

U.S. Rep. Joe Courtney, D-Conn., said slowing the pace 
of production would make sub production less efficient. 

"We would be losing a lot of the positive momentum 
we've been able to achieve," he said. 

Building multiple vessels at once allows Electric Boat to 
reduce the cost and time it takes to construct each sub, 
according to John Holmander, Electric Boat's vice president of 
operations. The last submarine delivered to the Navy - The 
USS Mississippi - was completed a year early and $64 million 
under budget. 
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36. Defense Firms Fear U.S. Budget Cuts 
Pentagon faces more than $50 billion in automatic reductions unless Congress acts 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 09 JUL 12) ... Nathan Hodge 

WASHINGTON—A specter is haunting Washington--the 
specter of sequestration. 

That's the term budget wonks use to describe automatic 
federal spending cuts that are set to begin in January. For 
months, U.S. aerospace and defense firms have warned that 
across-the-board cuts put into law by last year's Budget 
Control Act would spell disaster for the industry. Now they 
are starting to talk openly about when they might have to hand 
out pink slips to their employees. 

With more than $50 billion in new Pentagon cuts set to 
kick in in early January, industry officials say they must begin 
notifying employees of potential layoffs or plant closings this 
fall, consistent with state and federal laws. In an election year, 
however, it's unclear whether lawmakers can agree on a deal 
to reverse some of the cuts. 

It's also unclear how extensive the job cuts would be. The 
National Association of Manufacturers said in a June 21 report 
that Pentagon spending cuts may lead to the loss of more than 

1 million jobs, including 130,000 manufacturing jobs, by 
2014. 

Robert Stevens, the outgoing chief executive of Lockheed 
Martin Corp., the Pentagon's biggest contractor, has emerged 
as the industry's most prominent voice urging lawmakers to 
agree on measures to avoid the cuts. 

In a question-and-answer session with reporters in June, 
he said the additional cuts would be a "blunt force trauma" to 
the industry. 

"Over the past few years, we've reduced costs by billions 
of dollars; we've removed a million and a half square feet 
(139,400 square meters) from our facilities' footprint; and we 
will reduce another 2.9 million square feet before the end of 
2014," Mr. Stevens said, referring to Lockheed's own belt-
tightening measures. "Today, our workforce is 18% smaller 
than it was just three years ago, and the pace of our hiring has 
slowed considerably." 
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The prospect of sequestration, Mr. Stevens continued, 
means "the near-term horizon is completely obscured by a fog 
of uncertainty." 

The defense and aerospace industry is already bracing for 
an initial round of Pentagon cuts that will scale back U.S. 
military spending by around $487 billion over the next 10 
years. 

But unless Congress changes the law, the Budget Control 
Act imposes additional spending cuts of $1.2 trillion over the 
next decade, roughly half of which will fall on the Defense 
Department. 

U.S. Defense Secretary Leon Panetta has described 
sequestration as the "meat ax" approach to reducing defense 
outlays. And he has urged Congress to halt the automatic cuts, 
saying they would compromise national security. 

"The Defense Department is not a jobs program," Mr. 
Panetta told lawmakers in June. "It's a program to defend the 
nation. But clearly, that kind of sequestration cut across the 
board would have a serious impact, not only on men and 
women in uniform but on our personnel and the contractors 
who serve the defense establishment." 

Manufacturers say they have already streamlined their 
organizations, reducing floor space and trimming their 
payrolls as part of a broader austerity drive that began under 
former Defense Secretary Robert Gates. Cutting further, they 
say, will have a more lasting impact by forcing the layoff of 
experienced workers and driving out engineering talent. 

"It's not like you're in 1985, when you have all these 
massive organizations that can absorb these impacts without 

feeling it," said Erin Moseley, senior vice president for 
government relations for BAE Systems, Inc., the U.S.-
incorporated arm of BAE Systems PLC of Britain. 

The impact of budget-cutting in Washington has already 
rippled through the industry. Early this year, Boeing Co. said 
it planned to close its Wichita, Kan., defense plant, where the 
company upgrades military jets and maintains Air Force One. 

Protecting defense funding, however, would require cuts 
to other domestic-spending programs. Lawmakers are not yet 
close to reaching a deal to offset defense cuts. 

"No one was thinking we would hit sequestration," said 
defense budget analyst Jim McAleese. "It was the consensus 
among the industry and the military that there would be a 
compromise." 

Contractors, Mr. McAleese added, are now "embarking 
on a cash-preservation strategy." 

Talk in Washington now focuses on whether lawmakers 
can in fact reach some kind of compromise. Sen. Carl Levin 
(D., Mich.), the chairman of the Senate Armed Services 
Committee, recently told reporters that defense would not be 
immune from additional cuts. But he held out hope that the 
cuts could be much less drastic if a deal is reached. 

Sen. Levin said his "best guess" for a compromise figure 
would be an additional $10 billion per year reduction over a 
10-year period. 

"I think defense has got to contribute, but I think we've 
got to be very, very careful that we don't do the draconian 
approach either on defense or the other important programs 
like education, health care and so forth," he said. 
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37. Airshow: U.S. Arms Makers: Uncertainty Paralyzing Investment, Jobs 
(REUTERS 08 JUL 12) ... Andrea Shalal-Esa 

FARNBOROUGH, England -- Uncertainty about the 
depth of U.S. budget cuts is having a paralyzing effect on the 
American defence industry's plans for investment and hiring, 
top executives from the sector warned on Sunday. 

"It's very hard for anyone - the government or industry - 
to make big commitments without knowing what's going to 
happen," Mick Maurer, who became president of United 
Technologies Corp's (UTX.N: Quote, Profile, Research) 
Sikorsky Aircraft unit on July 1, said in an interview. 

"The uncertainty is paralyzing everyone," Maurer told 
Reuters on the eve of the Farnborough International Airshow, 
the aerospace industry's biggest showcase. 

Defense Secretary Leon Panetta and top industry 
executives have been urging the U.S. Congress to act soon to 
stop an additional $500 billion in defence spending cuts on top 
of $487 billion that are already being implemented. 

Industry executives have met in recent weeks with Panetta 
and U.S. lawmakers to warn about the impact of looming, 
across-the-board defence cuts, which would be carried out 
under a process known as "sequestration.” 

The Pentagon has said that unless Congress acts to change 
the law, it will have to implement the cuts on January 2 by 
slashing all programs by a certain percentage, regardless of 
strategic need. 

Dave Hess, president of UTC's Pratt & Whitney engine-
making unit and chairman of the Aerospace Industries 
Association, said he had been travelling to Washington once a 

week to help lawmakers understand the gravity of the 
situation. 

The AIA has said the additional budget cuts -- estimated 
at 10 to 14 percent of Pentagon spending -- could result in the 
loss of 1 million jobs and a 25 percent reduction in U.S. 
economic growth, while harming the U.S. defence industrial 
base and national security. 

"We can't wait until December. It's the law, and we are 
obligated to plan for the law," Hess told Reuters in a separate 
interview, saying Pratt and many other companies would need 
to give employees 60-90 days' notice about possible layoffs. 

"We need clarification now," he said, adding that 
lawmakers appeared to be becoming more engaged on the 
issue. Industry leaders have joined forces with unions in some 
areas to fight the budget cuts. 

Hess said Pratt & Whitney was analyzing the expected 
impact of the additional budget cuts on its revenues and hiring, 
but the uncertainty had clearly put the brakes on his company's 
investment and hiring plans. 

"We're already seeing it today," Hess said. "No one wants 
to hire. No one feels there's enough certainty to make 
significant capital investments. We're all kind of waiting on 
the sidelines to see what happens," he said. 

Industry leaders have warned that the Pentagon could also 
face billions of dollars in contract termination fees and other 
costs when the new cuts go into force next year. 
<ID:L2E8HRF0S> 
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Dennis Muilenburg, president and chief executive of 
Boeing Co's (BA.N: Quote, Profile, Research) defence unit, 
said his company had shed 8,000 jobs and decided in January 
to close its Wichita, Kansas facility to cut costs and safeguard 
some research and development spending. 

"We've been preparing ourselves for a worst-case scenario 
- a full $1 trillion cut in the U.S. defence budget," Muilenburg 
told a group of reporters at the airshow. "We're trying to size 
our cost structure to be prepared for that worse-case scenario." 
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BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
38. Walking Tour Opens At U.S. Naval Academy 
(WBAL NBC BALTIMORE 06 JUL 12) ... Nadia Ramdass 

Visitors can walk their way through history at the U.S. 
Naval Academy and the city of Annapolis. 

On Friday, the two entities celebrated the grand opening 
of the Annapolis War of 1812, 200th anniversary 
commemorative walking tour with a ribbon-cutting ceremony. 

The Annapolis War of 1812 200th Anniversary 
Commemorative Walking tour is now open to the public. 

"To be able to celebrate the bicentennial of the birth of 
'The Star-Spangled Banner' is just a huge attraction for people 
throughout the world," Gov. Martin O'Malley said. 

The self-guided walking tour consists of 10 stops and 
takes visitors on a patriotic expedition throughout the United 
States Naval Academy and the city of Annapolis. Each stop 
has historical significance to the War of 1812. 

"Very often the War of 1812 is spoken of as the unknown 
of the forgotten war. So much of it took place, here, in 
Maryland, and we have more sights than any other state in the 

union for that war here in Maryland in the Chesapeake Bay 
area," U.S. Naval Academy Museum Curator Jim Cheevers 
said. 

Through the walking tour and exhibit, visitors will see 
firsthand how the War of 1812 had a tremendous impact on 
our country and in the development of the United States Navy. 
It is this legacy through which the U.S. Naval Academy 
celebrates the bicentennial of the war. Visitors will also see 
plenty of maritime paintings and artifacts from the War of 
1812. 

"Come visit the United States Naval Academy and your 
beautiful state capital in Annapolis and study the War of 
1812," Cheevers said. 

This one-of-a-kind tour and exhibit will be available 
through October 2014. 

View Clip (RT: 1:50) 
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39. Navy Week Scheduled In Sioux Falls For July 19-28 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 08 JUL 12) 

SIOUX FALLS, S.D. -- Sioux Falls will host its first ever 
Navy Week later this month. 

The week is designed to give residents a better 
understanding of the Navy's mission and how it works. 

Navy Week is scheduled for July 19-28. Activities 
include a Navy Day at the zoo and Navy divers showcasing 
their equipment at a local YMNCA. Several interactive games 
and equipment also will be on hand. 
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40. OpSail 2012 Kicks Off With Navy And Marines Hovercraft Demonstration 
(NEW HAVEN (CT) REGISTER 06 JUL 12) ... Mark Zaretsky 

EAST LYME — What attracts people to OpSail 2012 
Connecticut and events like it may well be the beauty, grace 
and majesty of all those tall sailing ships sailing together — 
and that certainly will be the order of the day today, when 23 
ships sail into New London and up the Thames River. 

But for most people at McCook Point Park in Niantic 
Friday for East Lyme’s OpSail kickoff, where a giant Navy 
LCAC, or amphibious landing hovercraft, landed a Humvee or 
two on Hole in the Wall Beach in rather impressive fashion, 
the day was all about the sheer power of modern military 
hardware. 

The LCAC, short for Landing Craft Air Cushion, 
essentially a giant, movable platform, looked like something 
out of an aliens-invade-Earth science fiction movie. It blew 
loudly onto the beach, casting first a huge spray of water and 
then a huge spray of sand all around it. 

It was seriously up-close and personal at a time when 
many of the tall ships had been delayed in Boston and others 
were just specks out in Niantic Bay without their sails to 
identify them. 

The three phrases most often heard as the LCAC, amid a 
deafening roar, then plopped onto the beach on its own big 
inflatable, and then retractable, rubber inner tube: 

1. “Oh my God.” 
2. “Holy -----!” 
3. “Thank God it’s ours!” 
“It was awesome!” said Alexis Williamson of Stonington, 

who was relaxing in the park with her family a few minutes 
after the landing. 

“That was sheer power,” said her husband, Brent 
Williamson, a former Navy guy himself who served on the 
USS Dallas two decades ago. 

The Williamsons and their sons, Samuel, 13, and John, 
16, went to Bristol, R.I., Thursday to tour the USS Carter Hall, 
the ship on which LCAC-71 is based. They got to see it at that 
time on the Carter Hall’s deck, Brent Williamson said. 

“I think it’s wonderful, seeing the ships come in,” she 
said. 

Today’s OpSail Connecticut 2012 events will be 
highlighted by a grand Parade of Sail from Niantic Bay to 
New London and then up into the Thames, beginning at 9:30 
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a.m. There are good viewing points all along the route, as well 
as on the New London waterfront. 

The LCAC landing provided quite a thrill for the Juhola 
family of Brooklyn, Conn., including Nancy and Mark Juhola 
and their two sets of twins, Shaylin and Megan, both 9, and 
Kylie and Avery, both 7. They had come just to go to the 
beach and got the OpSail excitement as a bonus. 

Shaylin was in awe of “how it inflated and deflated,” she 
said. 

The hovercraft, which had gone back out minutes earlier 
for a quick VIP tour after its initial landing, blew back in as 
her family was talking to a reporter. 

“See, there’s a Humvee right on the deck! How awesome 
is that?” Mark Juhola, a state trooper who will work at OpSail 
today, said as he held up first one and then the other of his two 
youngest daughters to see it. 

The LCAC landing preceded official ceremonies up on a 
bluff in the park, featuring speakers ranging from OpSail 
Connecticut 2012 Chairman John S. Johnson and OpSail 
national Chairman Chris O’Brien to U.S. Sen. Richard 
Blumenthal, D-Conn., Lt. Gov. Nancy Wyman and East Lyme 
First Selectman Paul Formica. 

“Wow!” said Blumenthal of the landing. “What a 
spectacular way to begin a stupendous weekend.” 

He told the Sailors in the attendance, “You make us all 
proud,” and urged people to keep in mind all the soldiers and 
Sailors who serve under conditions for more difficult and less 
luxurious than Friday’s heat. 

Wyman called Friday’s event “a great way to start it off.” 
The chief executives of New London and several other 

eastern Connecticut cities and towns, along with several state 
legislators, also attended. 

“The town of East Lyme and Niantic could not be more 
proud to host” the event, said Formica, prior to a VIP dinner 
for hundreds of Sailors and invited guests beneath a tent in the 
park, with music by East Lyme’s Paul Lussier Band. 

Also speaking was Navy Capt. Timothy Spratto, 
commodore of an amphibious squadron that includes six ships, 
including the USS Carter Hall. Normally, there are four or five 
LCACs plus some smaller, more traditional amphibious 
landing craft attached to the squadron, Spratto said afterwards. 

The squadron, based in two locations in Virginia, with 
one ship based in Italy, can land 2,000 Marines on shore with 
all of the equipment and supplies they’ll need for a 30-day 
mission in about 10 hours, Spratto said. 

The Parade of Sail, led by the Coast Guard Barque 
EAGLE, will depart at 9:30 this morning from Niantic Bay 
and proceed to New London. 

Among them will be Brazil’s national ship, Cisne Branco, 
which Johnson said will have its own band on board, and New 
Haven’s own Freedom Schooner Amistad, which has spent the 
last couple of years at Mystic Seaport undergoing repairs. 

EAGLE, known as “America’s Tall Ship,” previously has 
led the Parade of Sail in each of the other five 2012 OpSail 
port visits. 

Beyond the Parade of Sail, there also will be all sorts of 
entertainment, including live bands, encampments, historical 
reenactments, family activities and what Johnson promises 
will be a spectacular fireworks display tonight over the 
Thames River.The United States Coast Guard band will play 
prior to the fireworks, which this year will be done by Garden 
State Fireworks, a new vendor this year for Foxwoods Resort 
Casino, which sponsors the fireworks, Johnson said. 

Most of the ships will sail away Monday. 
The public is invited to visit and tour the tall ships over 

the weekend. There will be free tours of ships docked at State 
Pier, City Pier & Waterfront Park, and Fort Trumbull State 
Park in New London, Johnson said. 

Some people may worry about traffic from all of those 
people coming in to New London, but Johnson said there’s no 
need to. Shore Line East will add extra trains from Union 
Station in New Haven for the occasion, he said. 

Johnson suggested that anyone who wants to come by car 
check out the OpSail2012 Connecticut website at 
http://www.opsail2012ct.org to find out about the various 
perimeter parking lots. OpSail will run shuttle buses from the 
lots to the boats, he said. 

View Clip (RT: 7:16) 
Photo Gallery – The Navy’s LCAC Makes 

Amphibious Landing at OpSail 2012 CT, Niantic 
View Gallery (17 Photos) 
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41. From Ship To Shore, A Celebratory Mood 
Anchor tangle delays the parade, not the party 
(NEW LONDON DAY 08 JUL 12) ... Kathleen Edgecomb and Jennifer McDermott 

For some, the best part of Saturday's Parade of Sail may 
have happened before any boats got under way. 

Hundreds of watercraft - sailboats, motor boats, skiffs, 
fishing vessels, kayaks and a little Sunfish - buzzed around 
Niantic Bay, earning their nickname: "mosquitoes." 

Coast Guard auxiliary vessels kept most of the boaters a 
safe distance from the more than 20 ships getting ready to sail 
into New London harbor. Coast Guard officials estimated 
about 1,500 boats along the parade route. 

Pleasure boaters vied for position to get closer to the U.S. 
Coast Guard barque Eagle, the USS Carter Hall and Brazilian 
Navy ship Cisne Branco - the three largest ships in the OpSail 
2012CT Parade of Sail. 

The parade got off to a less-than-perfect start when 
Eagle's anchor chain became tangled. The crew fixed it, but 

the snag delayed the parade by about an hour. OpSail ran 
behind schedule the rest of the day, with the governor greeting 
the crews at Fort Trumbull more than an hour behind schedule 
and the ships opening to the public at about 3:30 p.m. instead 
of 2. 

Capt. Eric C. Jones, commanding officer of Eagle, said it 
was the first time in his three years on board that the chain 
tangled. 

Impatient boaters waiting in New London began to creep 
into the path of the oncoming ships, said Lt. Todd Hartfiel, 
commander of Coast Guard Station New London. But the 
station and its partner agencies told the boaters to move, and 
they all complied, he said. 
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"No one pushed the envelope so much that they were 
negligent or disrespectful," Hartfiel said. "I think it was just 
impatience." 

Ships, Ahoy 
On shore, long after the parade of tall ships had been 

expected to be near City Pier, music began at the pier stage as 
part of the annual Sailfest weekend. With food and music 
going strong, the ships almost seemed like an afterthought. 

But when Eagle drew into sight and passed close to City 
Pier, still under sail, it caught the attention of fairgoers, who 
turned to the river. 

Eagle was followed by the USS Carter Hall, a Navy dock 
landing ship, and a line of more than 20 other vessels. 

Eagle furled its sails past Fort Trumbull and docked at the 
pier there while the Carter Hall moved up the river. The Carter 
Hall also attracted a lot of attention, with its crew in white 
standing along the rails, facing downtown. 

The last time Eagle sailed into its homeport instead of 
using its engine was for OpSail in 2000, but fewer sails were 
set this time. On Saturday, the cadets and crew shouted 
"heave, ho" as they raised 21 of the 23 sails. 

Jones, Eagle's commanding officer, said he couldn't have 
asked for more perfect winds for sailing. The conditions were 
the best of any port this summer. 

"How apropos," he said. 
Tevin Porter-Perry, a cadet training on board, said the 

parade helped him see the barque "in a new light." 
"You don't really get an appreciation for the ship until you 

see other people looking at it and taking pictures," said the 18-
year-old from Hampton, Va. "It made me realize what I'm 

doing is pretty cool. It makes a difference and people take 
notice of it." 

Gov. Dannel P. Malloy and several other politicians and 
military officers were on board for the trip to Fort Trumbull. 
U.S. Rep. Joe Courtney, D-2nd District, helped haul lines to 
set the sails. 

"It's gorgeous," Malloy said, looking out at the boats 
trailing in Eagle's wake. "To be on this ship, to see what's 
going on and the excitement that has been generated is just 
amazing." 

Arriving in New London, boats in the harbor exchanged 
horn blasts in friendly greeting. Music played ashore. 

"This is a tremendous day," Mayor Daryl Justin Finizio 
said. "It's the culmination of the efforts of so many people who 
worked together to make this such a success. It's a great honor 
and opportunity for the city." 

In downtown New London, crowds started building early 
at City Pier, and food stands opened in time for an early lunch. 
Strollers on the pier were almost shoulder to shoulder by 10 
a.m., and most of the benches were full. 

Joe Brick of Granby, who runs the Jungle Jim Smoothies 
concession stands at City Pier, said it was a pretty typical 
Sailfest Saturday morning, with crowds maybe a bit bigger 
than usual. 

The unified area command post responded to many calls 
for heat-related issues and heat exhaustion. By the time the 
fireworks lit up New London, the weather had cooled to a 
more manageable humidity level and the light drizzle had 
stopped. 
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42. COMSUBGRU 2 And USS Pittsburgh Sailors Recognized At Boston Red Sox Game 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 08 JUL 12) ... Lt. Cmdr. Jennifer Cragg, Commander, Submarine Group 2 Public Affairs 

BOSTON -- Commander, Submarine Group 2 and four 
Sailors assigned to the Los Angeles-class attack submarine 
USS Pittsburgh (SSN 720), who all hail from Massachusetts, 
were recognized at the Boston Red Sox vs. Yankees Major 
Baseball League game at Fenway Park in Boston July 7-8. 

As part of the Red Sox Military Recognition Program, 
Rear Adm. Rick Breckenridge, commander, Submarine Group 
2 attended the Boston Red Sox vs. New York Yankees Major 
League Baseball game July 7 and was recognized during the 
fourth inning. Four Sailors from USS Pittsburgh attended the 
Red Sox vs. Yankees game July 8. The Sailors stood on the 
field during the the national anthem, prior to the start of the 
game, and were also recognized during the fourth inning. 

Fire Control Technician 1st Class (SS) Derek Dowen, 
who has served aboard Pittsburgh for nearly six years, was 
accompanied to the Red Sox game by three of his fellow 
shipmates. 

"It means a lot to all of us and we are all very excited 
about it," said Dowen. "We are all from the area and are avid 
Red Sox fans." 

Dowen and his fellow shipmates collectively have been 
fans of the Red Sox for more than 80 years. He added that his 

mother, Carol, arranged the once-in-a-lifetime opportunity for 
him and his fellow shipmates to participate in several of the 
Red Sox military recognition events July 8. 

"I'm excited that the Red Sox allowed us on the field to 
take part in the national anthem," said Dowen, who added that 
it will be an honor to represent the U.S. Navy and the 
submarine force during his favorite team's game. 

Carol, who fought back tears when describing what this 
type of recognition means to her and her family, emphasized 
the pride she has for her son and the men assigned to 
Pittsburgh. 

"I'm just glad that it all worked out because they deserve 
the recognition," said Carol, who added that her son is a 
bigger fan than her and his recognition with the Red Sox's 
rival - the Yankees - couldn't have been planned better. 

Pittsburgh recently returned from a six-month deployment 
where they conducted maritime security and theater security 
cooperation efforts in the 5th and 6th Fleet area of operations. 
Pittsburgh, commissioned Nov. 23, 1985, was built by General 
Dynamics Electric Boat Division, and is the fourth American 
warship to be named for the city of Pittsburgh. 
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43. Ike Hosts Spanish Dignitaries 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 08 JUL 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Yasmine T. Muhammad, USS Dwight D. 
Eisenhower Public Affairs 
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PALMA DE MALLORCA, Spain -- USS Dwight D. 
Eisenhower (CVN 69) (Ike) hosted a reception for Spanish 
dignitaries during a scheduled port visit to Palma de Mallorca, 
Spain, July 5. 

The reception provided the opportunity for the U.S. to 
show the partnership between the United States and Spain. 
Among the guests were President Jose Ramon Bauza of the 
Autonomous Community of the Balearic Islands, the U.S 
Ambassador to Spain, Alan D. Solomont, Rear Adm. Michael 
Manazir, commander Strike Group 8, and Capt. Marcus 
Hitchcock, Ike's commanding officer. 

The program began with a brief welcome from Manazir 
which was followed by the history and explanation of the 
relationship between the U.S. and Spain from Solomont. 

"We have been enormously impressed with the close 
working relationship that exists between all of the services but 
especially between the United States Navy and the Spanish 
Navy," said Solomont. "One of the things we share with this 
country is a belief in the importance and the power of 
democracy. Democracy is younger in Spain but that does not 
in any way weaken the connection that it represents between 
our countries." 

The reception was held in the hangar bay, where food and 
drinks were served to more than 200 guests including 
members from the Spanish army, navy and police force. 

"We are absolutely thrilled that we are able to host the 
reception for the beautiful Isle of Mallorca and the wonderful 
city of Palma," said Hitchcock. "Even more phenomenal than 
USS Dwight D. Eisenhower are the American Sailors aboard 
the Ike and I hope you get to meet the men and women that 
man the ship." 

After the official program was concluded, tours of the 
ship and its aircraft were given to the guests by Sailors from 
the various departments aboard Ike. Sailors also had the 
opportunity to mingle with the guests and had new 
experiences that would fill their memory of Spain for years to 
come. 

"The experience was incredible and it gave me a great 
sense of pride for what we do, as far as being ambassadors for 
the U.S.," said Senior Chief Navy Career Counselor (AW/SW) 
Melinda Reaves. "They were very appreciative to have us here 
and were excited to be on board. I really enjoyed the 
interaction and they really made me proud to be a part of this 
great Navy. The Ike and all the Sailors on Ike represented very 
well and I could tell our guests were very impressed." 

Solomont concluded with a toast: "I ask everybody to 
raise their glass and toast the long history that exists between 
the U.S. and Spain, the strength of the friendship that exists 
today and the future of a relationship between our two great 
nations that will serve the people so well." 

Return to Index 
 

44. Farragut Sailors Honor Heritage Of Ship's Namesake 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 07 JUL 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class A.J. Jones, USS Farragut Public Affairs 

MENORCA, Spain (NNS) -- Sailors assigned to guided-
missile destroyer USS Farragut (DDG 99) celebrated the 
birthday of the ship's namesake, Adm. David Glasgow 
Farragut, at a ceremony in the town square of Ciutadella, 
Menorca, Spain, July 5. 

Farragut, whose father Jordi "George" Farragut, was a 
Menorca native, was adopted as a native son of the Spanish 
island July 12, 1867. A statue of the United States Navy's first 
admiral was erected in Ciutadella in 1970 by the Navy League 
of the United States Madrid Council, and Farragut's birthday 
has been celebrated ever since. This is the first year that one of 
his namesake ships has visited the island for the ceremony. 

"It is an honor to have the Farragut here in Menorca today 
with us as we celebrate in honor of Adm. David Glasgow 
Farragut," said Nick Hayes, president of the Navy League of 
the United States Madrid Council, during a speech at the 
ceremony. 

The ceremony started with the Farragut color guard 
parading the colors jointly with Spanish sailors and Spanish 
soldiers. Remarks were delivered by Navy League 
representatives, the Mayor of Ciutadella, the Insular Director 
of the General Administration of the State, and Cmdr. Glen 
Quast, Farragut's commanding officer. 

The ceremony concluded when Quast placed a wreath on 
a statue of the distinguished admiral in the town square. 

"Today, we are fortunate to be able to honor [Adm. 
Farragut's] legacy with a fifth warship named after him; since 
the first ship was named in his honor in 1899, only 28 years 

have passed without an active ship in the U.S. Navy named 
after Admiral Farragut," said Quast during his speech at the 
ceremony. "Strengthening the relationship between our two 
nations helps us maintain a safe and secure maritime 
environment. We look forward to building stronger 
friendships and enhancing our longstanding friendship with 
Spain, and particularly Menorca." 

The day's events also included a ceremony at the Anglo-
American Cemetery, located in Mahon Harbor. The 
multinational color guard opened the event, followed by 
speeches from Hayes and Quast, who together laid a wreath at 
the Tomb of an Unknown Sailor to conclude the event. Thirty-
four American Sailors are buried in the cemetery, losing their 
lives while in serving. 

Culminating the Farragut birthday celebration was a 
reception held on board USS Farragut to celebrate the 
admiral's birthday and thank more than 60 distinguished 
guests for welcoming the ship and its Sailors to their home. 

Farragut is deployed as part of the Eisenhower Carrier 
Strike Group (CSG), supporting maritime security operations 
and theater security cooperation efforts in the U.S. 6th Fleet 
area of responsibility. The Eisenhower CSG includes aircraft 
carrier USS Dwight D. Eisenhower (CVN 69), CSG 8, guided-
missile cruiser USS Hue City (CG 66), guided-missile 
destroyers USS Farragut (DDG 99), USS Winston S. 
Churchill (DDG 81) and USS Jason Dunham (DDG 109), as 
well as the seven squadrons of Carrier Air Wing 7 and 
Destroyer Squadron 28. 
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45. Clinton Vows Safe Operation Of Osprey Aircraft In Japan 
(KYODO NEWS 08 JUL 12) ... Takuya Karube 
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TOKYO -- U.S. Secretary of State Hillary Clinton on 
Sunday pledged to ensure the safe operation of Osprey 
military aircraft to be deployed at a base in Japan later this 
year, suggesting there is no change in Washington's schedule 
for the transfer, despite strong local opposition. 

Foreign Minister Koichiro Gemba said at a joint press 
conference with Clinton after their talks in Tokyo that they 
will speed up the ongoing realignment of U.S. military forces 
in Japan to produce some positive results "by the end of this 
year." Gemba and Clinton agreed to stick to the two countries' 
plan to relocate the U.S. Marine Corps' Futenma Air Station 
within Okinawa Prefecture, from a residential area in Ginowan 
to the less densely populated Henoko district of Nago, a 
Foreign Ministry official said, although a majority of local 
people are hoping for the air base to be moved outside of the 
southwestern island. 

Gemba and Clinton also said they will continue to 
cooperate on issues related to maritime security, Afghanistan, 
North Korea, Syria and Iran, among other topics. 

Gemba said he conveyed the concern in Japan over the 
deployment of the MV-22 Osprey transport aircraft at the 
Futenma base following recent crashes in Morocco and 
Florida, while Clinton promised to share all necessary 
information with Japan once the results of investigations on 
the accidents are ready. 

"The United States cares deeply about the safety of the 
Japanese people," Clinton said. "We will work closely with 
our Japanese partners to make sure that any American 
equipment in Japan will meet the highest safety standards." 
But she suggested the United States has no plans to change the 
schedule for the tilt-rotor aircraft's deployment to replace the 
aging CH-46 helicopters currently at the Futenma base. 

Clinton said the MV-22 Osprey has "excellent safety 
records" and the replacement will "significantly strengthen our 

abilities in providing for Japan's defense and performing 
humanitarian assistance, disaster relief operations and other 
duties as a key ally." A civilian cargo ship carrying MV-22 
Ospreys has already left the United States and is expected to 
arrive at the Marine Corps' Iwakuni Air Station in Yamaguchi 
Prefecture in late July, before the deployment at the Futenma 
base. A ship believed to be carrying the planes left Hawaii on 
Saturday for Japan, according to a Japanese peace group 
monitoring the U.S. military. 

During the one-on-one talks on the sidelines of an 
international conference on Afghan development in Tokyo, 
Gemba and Clinton discussed some economic issues as well. 

As part of efforts to strengthen bilateral economic ties, 
Clinton said the United States "welcomes Japan's interest" in a 
new multilateral free trade accord, called the Trans-Pacific 
Partnership. 

Gemba and Clinton will both attend a regional security 
forum in Cambodia next Thursday. Territorial disputes in the 
South China Sea are expected to dominate discussions at 
ministerial meetings of the Association of Southeast Asian 
Nations and its dialogue partners in Phnom Penh. 

Gemba and Clinton said the two countries are hoping to 
see progress on crafting a regional code of conduct to reduce 
territorial and maritime conflicts in the South China Sea. 

On the sidelines of the ASEAN meetings, Clinton said the 
United States, Japan and South Korea will hold a trilateral 
meeting, during which North Korea's nuclear program is 
expected to be a major agenda item. 

Before meeting Gemba, Clinton also held a brief meeting 
with Japanese Prime Minister Yoshihiko Noda in which they 
reaffirmed their commitment to working closely on bilateral 
issues as well as regional challenges in the Asia-Pacific 
region, according to Foreign Ministry officials. 
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NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
46. 16 Loved – And Hated – U.S. Institutions 
Americans have the most confidence in the military of 16 major U.S. institutions. 
(ORANGE COUNTY (CA) REGISTER 05 JUL 12) ... Jan Norman 

Most Americans have the highest confidence in the U.S. 
military and practically none in Congress, according to a new 
Gallup poll. 

The military, small businesses and local police generally 
enjoy the confidence of a majority of Americans but the rest 
can't even hit the 50 percent mark on the latest Gallup poll. 
And even those institutions have seen their ratings decline a 
bit for last year. 

In all, seven institutions have lower confidence ratings 
this year than in 2011, five had slight upticks and four were 
unchanged. But "none of the 16 institutions tested this year 
saw significant increases in confidence compared with last 
year," Gallup said. "The biggest declines were for television 
news, the public schools and organized religion." 

In fact, confidence in public schools hit a new low with a 
five percentage point drop in one year, Gallup said. 

"Americans' confidence in many of the nation's key 
institutions remains shaky, including record-low confidence in 
public schools, banks, television news and organized religion 
this year," Gallup says. "The declining confidence seems to be 
part of a broader pattern, rather than a product of isolated 
issues facing individual institutions. Once Americans begin to 
feel better about the way things are going in the United States, 
some of their lost confidence in the country's major 
institutions will likely be restored." 

Gallup has been measuring Americans' confidence in U.S. 
institutions since 1973, but many of the groups have been 
added to the question over the years, the most recent addition 
being health maintenance organizations in 1999. 

The U.S. military has ranked first on the confidence list in 
every year but one since 1989. Small businesses edged out the 
military for first place in 1997. 
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47. Military Cuts Loom As Late Campaign Issue 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 09 JUL 12) ... Patrick O'Connor 
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For all the focus on the unemployment rate heading into 
the November elections, the layoffs that could most 
complicate President Barack Obama's re-election prospects 
wouldn't take effect until early next year. 

Unless Congress and the White House reach a 
compromise by year-end, the Pentagon would have to slash 
roughly $50 billion more from the current fiscal-year budget 
in January. That prospect of wide layoffs could undercut Mr. 
Obama in battleground states heavily dependent on military 
spending, particularly Virginia. 

Federal law requires companies to warn their employees 
of potential layoffs 60 days before they take effect, meaning 
thousands of workers could receive the warning notices on the 
Friday before the election. 

The Obama administration, including Defense Secretary 
Leon Panetta, has warned about what these cuts would mean 
for military readiness and urged Congress to find savings 
elsewhere. But Mr. Obama has pledged to veto legislation 
offered by House Republicans in May that would roll back the 
military cuts using money saved by paring federal funds for 
food stamps, Medicaid and other social services. 

Mitt Romney, the presumptive Republican presidential 
nominee, often tells supporters he would restore the military 
cuts. At a rally in Portsmouth, Va., in early May, he accused 
the president of "reducing our commitment to our military." 
The Republican also wants to add an additional 100,000 
soldiers to the military, build more ships and update other 
military systems—promises that might complicate his pledge 
to get the budget back on a path toward balance. 

Jennifer Kohl, communications director for the Obama 
campaign in Virginia, said the president "has invested more in 
our veterans than any other president in the last 30 years, and 
Virginians compare that to the Romney-Ryan budget plan, 
which could slash investments in the [Veterans 
Administration] by $11 billion." 

Romney aides concede the Republican, who, like the 
president, didn't serve in the military, needs to strongly 
outperform Mr. Obama within this community to win a state 
like Virginia. Even as Mr. Obama earns high marks as 
commander-in-chief in most polls, a recent Gallup survey of 
veterans gave Mr. Romney a wide edge—58% to 34%—over 
the president. 

Both campaigns are building broad outreach networks to 
veterans and other members of the military community. A 
Veterans for Romney event in Virginia this week will feature 
former New York City Mayor Rudy Giuliani. Mr. Obama 
returns to the Hampton Roads region of the state later this 
week as part of a two-day campaign swing through Virginia. 

"We've never had a commander-in-chief and first lady so 
present in this military community," said Angie Morgan, a 
former Marine who talks to military families on behalf of the 
Obama campaign. 

The question is whether fears about these cuts will spread 
to other members of the communities affected. Foreign policy 
and support for the military has been a back-burner issue so 
far, with most of the focus on the economy. 

"When you start getting those pink slips coming in 
October, it would be my feeling that that will have an impact 
in the voting booth," said Rep. Randy Forbes, a Virginia 
Republican whose district would be hurt by another round of 
military cuts. "I cannot think of a more potent issue." 

The potential cuts stem from last year's down-to-the-wire 
fight over extending the federal borrowing limit. The deal 
congressional Republicans cut with the White House required 
the Department of Defense to cut its budget by nearly $500 
billion over a decade, with the threat of another nearly $500 
billion in cuts if Congress can't find additional savings by 
2013. The panel tasked with finding the savings failed to reach 
a compromise. 

Talk in Washington now focuses on whether lawmakers 
can reach a deal before the cuts are automatically enacted. 
Sen. Carl Levin (D., Mich.), chairman of the Senate Armed 
Services Committee, recently told reporters that defense 
wouldn't be immune from additional cuts. But he held out 
hope that the cuts could be much less drastic if a deal were 
reached. 

Mr. Levin said his "best guess" for a compromise figure 
would be an additional $10 billion-a-year reduction over the 
next decade. "I think defense has got to contribute, but I think 
we've got to be very, very careful that we don't do the 
draconian approach either on defense or the other important 
programs like education, health care and so forth," he said. 

Some large contractors, such as Lockheed Martin Corp., 
have broadcast their concerns, warning employees and the 
public about what to expect next year. Recent government 
statistics, from the Congressional Budget Office and others, 
suggest the defense industry already is in the midst of a 
slowdown. 

A widely circulated study for the aerospace industry 
predicted more than 350,000 U.S. workers would lose their 
jobs as a direct result of military cuts. Once the cuts are spread 
across the entire economy, more than one million people could 
be out of work, according to the study. 

"Everybody feels it when you take this money out of the 
economy," said Stephen Fuller, a George Mason University 
professor who wrote the study and plans to release an updated 
version soon. He predicts the cuts will cause a recession in 
2013. "When you stop paying these salaries, those guys stop 
buying beer and hot dogs," he said. 

Few states rely as heavily on military spending as 
Virginia, home to the Pentagon and a tangle of bases and 
defense contractors. Mr. Fuller predicts the state would shed 
more than 120,000 jobs if all the cuts were enacted, ranking it 
second behind California. 

"It's going to have a significant impact," said Rep. Rob 
Wittman, a Virginia Republican and member of the House 
Armed Services Committee. "The anxiety is building on a 
daily basis." 

Just the prospect of additional cuts has defense 
contractors queasy. John McQuiddy, who runs a company that 
makes motion sensors used in war zones and along the U.S. 
border with Mexico, worries he might be forced to close the 
27-year-old firm. He said revenue is half of what it was in 
2009, the result of Congress's passing stopgap measures to 
fund the government for the past three years. 

"We wouldn't even think about hiring anybody," he said. 
"Our thought right now is to just hang on." 

Those fears spread beyond the defense industry. Joe Falk, 
a car dealer in Chesapeake, Va., said he has already seen "a 
slowdown in what people will spend on repairs and buying a 
new vehicle." He worries about paring his staff of roughly 70 
employees. 
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"Almost everyone we sell to has a tie to the military," Mr. 
Falk said. "The trickle of that money into the rest of the 

economy is huge." 
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48. U.S. Firms Spending More On Lobbying 
(DEFENSE NEWS 07 JUL 12) ... Zachary Fryer-Biggs 

U.S.-based prime contractors may be looking for ways to 
cut costs in a difficult defense market, but they’re not 
skimping on lobbying. 

The top five U.S. defense contractors increased spending 
on lobbying by a combined 11.5 percent in the first quarter of 
2012 compared to the same quarter in 2011, a review of 
lobbying disclosure forms by Defense News found. 

The increase, following a down year in 2011, brought 
lobbying investment for Lockheed Martin, Boeing, General 
Dynamics, Raytheon and Northrop Grumman to a combined 
total of $15.9 million for the quarter ending March 31. The 
number represented a new combined high in the four years 
that all five companies have been filing disclosures. 

Lobbying disclosure filings are required under the Open 
Government Act of 2007, with quarterly data available going 
back only to 2009. The forms represent lobbying on Capitol 
Hill, as well as the Defense Department and the White House. 

As spending on lobbying tends to be seasonal, coinciding 
with the legislative calendar, the review compared only first-
quarter numbers from 2009 to 2012. The first quarter of the 
year includes the annual release of the Pentagon’s budget 
request to Congress, along with posture hearings on Capitol 
Hill involving senior military leaders. 

Northrop Grumman led the charge, increasing its 
spending by 51 percent compared to 2011, followed by 
Lockheed Martin, which increased spending by 25 percent. 

“Northrop got a whole new shop, they cleaned house,” 
said a lobbyist who has worked with large defense companies. 
“They moved their headquarters out here so their CEO is 
much more focused on Washington than he was before.” 

The company — which moved its headquarters from Los 
Angeles to Falls Church, Va., in 2011 — would not detail its 
legislative goals but wrote in an email that it values interaction 
with government. 

“As a leader in global security, Northrop Grumman 
believes it is important that the company participate in the 
democratic process at the federal, state and local level, to help 
ensure that support for a strong national defense is well-
represented,” the statement said. 

The lobbying spike is partially attributable to the election 
year, said Loren Thompson, an industry consultant and chief 
operating officer at the Lexington Institute, Arlington, Va. 

“Election years often see a surge in lobbying activity as 
companies try to posture themselves to be supportive of key 
legislators,” Thompson said. 

The last election year for the House of Representatives, 
2010, also saw a large increase in spending compared to 2009. 
Combined first-quarter 2010 spending was $15.5 million, up 
18.3 percent from 2009. In 2011, a non-election year, 
spending fell by 7.9 percent. 

The ongoing discussion about the future of defense 
spending and the specter of automatic budget cuts is also 
leading to interest in lobbying, the companies said. 

“We’ve never seen a more problematic economic and 
global security environment in the U.S. and in so many 

economies around the world,” Lockheed Martin spokeswoman 
Jennifer Allen wrote in an email. “That means the political 
leaders around the globe, and especially here at home, are 
going to have to make some very tough decisions. In this 
environment, there are many voices being raised, particularly 
in an election year, and we believe it is critical to have our 
voice heard on issues that are important to our future.” 

Lockheed’s first-quarter spending had declined the past 
two years, before the sizable 2012 increase. 

While companies may be pointing to larger economic 
trends, lobbying has been much more focused on individual 
programs, the defense lobbyist said. Lockheed in particular is 
likely gearing up for fights about the F-35 Joint Strike Fighter 
program, he said. “They’re not pushing for general budget 
lobbying, nobody is; they should be, but they aren’t.” 

Northrop’s lobbying pattern follows the arc of recent 
spending decisions. The company increased its spending by 61 
percent for the first quarter of 2010, when it was heavily 
involved in the U.S. Air Force’s competition for a new aerial 
refueling tanker plane, before announcing in March of that 
year that the company would bow out. 

The company’s 2011 spending fell by 35 percent with no 
major programming decisions on the horizon, and 2012 
corresponds with discussion of canceling the Air Force’s 
Block 30 Global Hawk UAV order, which the Pentagon 
announced it would do in February. 

“What happened in 2011, with the passage of the Budget 
Control Act, the discussion of where defense spending was 
headed shifted from a program focus to an overall budget 
focus, which doesn’t lend itself as well to lobbying,” 
Thompson said. 

Both Boeing and Raytheon saw small increases in 2012 
spending, growing by 1 percent and 2 percent, respectively. 

“Boeing continually advocates on behalf of its businesses 
in both the commercial aviation market and the defense 
market,” Boeing spokesman Marcellus Rolle wrote in an 
email. “The objective of our lobbying efforts is to strategically 
and tactically interact with the legislative and executive 
branches of federal, state and local governments to urge 
support on issues of interest to Boeing.” 

General Dynamics was the lone company to decrease 
spending, likely attributable to the end of an aggressive 
lobbying campaign for the updated Stryker troop-carrying 
vehicle for the Army. 

Raytheon declined to comment for this article, and 
General Dynamics did not immediately return calls for 
comment. All three companies that commented emphasized 
that the companies comply with all lobbying disclosure 
requirements. 

The magnitude of the numbers, on average about $3 
million per company, pales in comparison to the totals they 
actually spend advocating for legislative action, Thompson 
said. 

“What these numbers show is that government records 
only capture a portion of the money spent to influence 
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politicians,” he said. “The definition of lobbying is quite 
precise, and therefore, things that might legitimately be 
regarded as influencing government policy sometimes do not 
fall under the category of lobbying for purposes of the law.” 

Lockheed, like all major defense contractors, has a variety 
of interactions with government officials, Allen said. 

“With 82 percent of our company’s sales derived from 
U.S. government customers, we naturally have interactions 
with virtually every standing committee in the United States 

Congress who has oversight authority over the budgets and 
policies of all federal agencies, and by extension, the products 
and services that Lockheed Martin provides to them,” she said. 

As budget pressures increase, lobbying may soon take a 
hit, the defense lobbyist said. “A lot of the contractors have 
been reducing the number of consultants that they have, 
avoiding fee increases, but we haven’t had the fights that we 
had in previous years.” 
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49. Team Shows UAVs Vulnerable To ‘Spoofing’ 
(DEFENSE NEWS 09 JUL 12) ... James K. Sanborn 

A University of Texas (UT) team has managed to spend 
less than $1,000 to construct a GPS "spoofing" device that 
commandeered a UAV and sent it veering off course. 

After initially demonstrating the concept in Austin, 
assistant professor Todd Humphreys and his team were invited 
to White Sands, N.M., on June 19 by skeptical Department of 
Homeland Security officials and proved they could divert a 
UAV from its flight path from about a kilometer away, a UT 
news release said. 

"The recent demonstration ... is the fast known 
unequivocal demonstration that commandeering a UAV via 
GPS spoofing is technically feasible," according to the release. 

The demonstration raises questions about the security of 
civil and military UAVs, although a similar attack against a 
military UAV would take greater resources and be far more 
difficult, Humphreys said. 

"It is not something a hacker could do — even a 
sophisticated 'Anonymous' hacker," he said, referring to the 
global network of hackers credited with brazen attacks on 
several government websites. "But that statement is 
changing." 

New programs are allowing good computer programmers 
to become good radio developers who can use that knowledge 
to create GPS systems and one- and two-way radios that could 
be incorporated into a spoofing device to threaten civilian and 
military UAVs, he said. 

During the demo, team members disoriented a small, 
university-owned unmanned helicopter using what is called 
spoofing: They sent a signal to the aircraft's GPS receiver that 
mimicked a legitimate signal telling the aircraft it was off 
course, allowing the team to pilot it astray. 

Civilian GPS devices are unencrypted and extremely 
vulnerable to spoofing attacks. While not impossible, doing 
the same to military aircraft that use encrypted signals would 

be more difficult Military aircraft are more vulnerable to 
"broad spectrum attacks," Humphreys said. 

Those attacks do not take direct control of UAVs, but jam 
their ability to receive signals. That can confuse them and send 
them into holding patterns that keep them circling overhead 
until they nm out of fuel and crash or automatically land. 

Many UAVs run on both GPS signals and direct 
command from a ground station. 

"All drones do well if you cut one of the two links, but if 
you snip both, they don't," Humphreys said. "If you 
overwhelm the aircraft with enough jamming, it fails to 
navigate and can't even phone home for help." 

He suspects that may have been the case in 2011, when a 
CIA-operated stealthy RQ-170 Sentinel was lost in Iranian 
airspace and surfaced days later on Iranian TV. Iranian 
officials claimed they were able to commandeer the aircraft 
and land it safely, but Humphreys doubts those claims, saying 
a broad spectrum jamming attack was far more likely. 

The U.S. government requested the aircraft's return but 
has been repeatedly rebuked by the Iranian government, which 
says the U.S. violated Iranian airspace and the UAV is now its 
property. 

The military is concerned about spoofing attacks even 
though its equipment typically operates on encrypted and 
authenticated channel other systems, including targeting 
systems for large guns — howitzers for example — rely in 
part on potentially vulnerable GPS systems. 

Humphreys said there are always possible threats, even to 
encrypted military UAVs, but "this is not going to affect 
Predator drones, Global Hawks — it mostly concerns civilian 
drones that will inhabit the national airspace in 2015 and 
beyond." 

If spoofed, those could be piloted into targets in the U.S., 
he said, turning even cargo UAVs into deadly missiles. 
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50. Battleship Iowa Goes Great Guns On Museum Opening Day 
More than 3,000 people visit the vessel at its new home in San Pedro. About 15% of the ship is currently 
open to the public, but plans call for 95% to be accessible by 2015. 
(LOS ANGELES TIMES 08 JUL 12) ... Harriet Ryan 

The fearsome guns of the battleship Iowa protected FDR 
from torpedo attacks and helped destroy the Japanese military 
in World War II. They shelled North Korea in the 1950s and 
patrolled the Central American coast during the Cold War. 

On Saturday, with the grand opening of the country's 
newest battleship museum in San Pedro, the artillery that 
struck so much fear in America's enemies got a new role: 
photo op. 

More than 3,000 people walked up the Iowa's gangplank 
on its inaugural day as a museum, and nearly everyone seemed 
to want a photo with its 16-inch guns. 

"I want them to be part of history," retired Marine Brian 
Tisdale said of his two children, whom he captured posing at 
the gun barrels. 

Whether a snapshot on the Iowa deck will become as 
important to a Southern California vacation as a picture in 
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front of the Hollywood sign remains to be seen. Officials said 
they were pleased with the museum's first day, especially 
given the breakneck pace of the project. 

The opening came just a month after the Iowa, one of the 
largest battleships ever, arrived in Los Angeles' harbor and 
just 10 months after the Navy selected San Pedro as the site of 
the museum. 

"It's unheard of. It usually takes about three years," said 
battleship enthusiast Robert Kent, who led the campaign to 
bring the Iowa to L.A. and now serves as director of the 
Pacific Battleship Center, the nonprofit that runs the museum. 

Built in 1940, the Iowa was an important part of the Navy 
fleet for five decades. It ferried President Franklin D. 
Rooseveltto Casablanca during World War II and later fought 
in the Pacific, sailing victoriously into Tokyo Harbor. The 
Iowa served in the Korean War and plied the Persian Gulf in 
the 1980s. 

Only about 15% of the ship is currently open to the 
public. Visitors are funneled down a single route that passes 
through a wardroom where officers ate and relaxed, around 
the vessel's upper decks and through the captain's quarters that 
once hosted Roosevelt. 

Kent said that additional renovations are ongoing and that 
by 2015, there will be five different tours and about 95% of 
the ship will be open to the public. 

Museum organizers have previously said they anticipated 
450,000 visitors annually, but as he stood at the top of the 
gangplank Saturday, Kent said the goal was 200,000. 

"That's what we need to break even," he said. 
The crowd that began forming at 6 a.m. was festive, with 

many dressed in red, white and blue. Within minutes of the 9 
a.m. ribbon cutting, the deck had already seen its first 
marriage proposal. 

Leticia Singleterry of Downey gave her longtime 
boyfriend, Alex Zuniga, a ring on the deck. He proposed to 
her last year on the beach in Venice and she said she had been 
searching for the perfect spot to return the gesture. 

"I thought it was a great place for a male to get engaged. 
It doesn't get any more tough than a battleship," Singleterry 
said. 

Many visitors had a military connection, and some had 
served on the Iowa. 

"The last time I was here I was 17," said M. Conway 
Morris of Moreno Valley, who was a midshipman on the Iowa 
in 1947. 

Morris, 83, a retired attorney, came with some of his 
children, grandchildren and great-grandchildren — more than 
20 relatives in all — to see the ship. He recalled the 
celebration when the Iowa crossed the Equator and the 
drudgery of swabbing decks and working in the ship's boiler 
rooms. 

"You've never been so hot," he said. 
More than 1,000 people applied to be museum volunteers, 

Kent said, and some who chose to work opening day said they 
were excited to be part of preserving history. 

"There are no more battleships like this, and there 
probably never will be," said Jim Holly, a Navy veteran and 
retired publishing executive from Rolling Hills Estates. "It's an 
era that's passed." 

As the day wore on and more people streamed onto the 
Iowa, visitors got a taste of some of the more unpleasant parts 
of military life — close quarters, boredom and physical 
discomfort. The narrow walkways became clogged, leaving 
the tour at a standstill, and the steep stairs between decks 
proved challenging for some elderly visitors who had to be 
escorted to an exit. 

"It wasn't handicapped accessible, but we didn't expect it 
to be," said Heidi Adler Palmer of Torrance. Her 90-year-old 
father, Fred Adler, made it through without trouble and said he 
was bowled over by the design of the vessel. 

"The engineering is a nightmare to me. I don't know how 
they did it," said Adler, a retired chef from Redondo Beach. "I 
was very impressed." 

Broadcast Clip - USS Iowa's Guns Are Now For Show 
(NPR 07 JUL 12) Will Stone 
On Saturday, the USS Iowa battleship opens its decks to 

visitors in the Port of Los Angeles in San Pedro. The 
battleship, commissioned by the Navy for World War II, will 
now serve as a museum. 

Listen To Audio (RT: 2:59) 
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51. Historic Destroyer May Get Back To The Sea 
USS Cassin Young to receive hull repairs in attempt to extend ship’s lifespan 
(BOSTON GLOBE 08 JUL 12) ... Phil Primack 

The USS Cassin Young, which endured one of the last 
kamikaze attacks of World War II, has now survived more 
than a year of bureaucratic wrangling and will soon get repairs 
to put the 376-foot destroyer back in the water. The decision 
comes nearly two years after a leaking hull landed it high and 
dry in a Charlestown Navy Yard dry dock. 

But the Navy, which owns the ship, and the National Park 
Service, which is responsible for maintaining it, have 
committed only to “a cost-sharing arrangement to accomplish 
the minimum repairs necessary to undock the ship,” leaving 
the destroyer’s long-term fate uncertain. 

“This might be short-term good news,” said Steven 
Briand of Woburn, who coordinates several dozen volunteers, 
many of them veterans, who help maintain the ship and help 
with tours. “But if it’s just a simple fix, it’s just kicking the 
can down the road.” 

Details about the costs and schedule for the repair job are 
still being finalized, said spokesmen for the Navy and Park 
Service. 

“The good news is that we are saving the ship, and we are 
all happy about that,” said Sean Hennessey, spokesman for the 
National Park Service in Boston. Other sources said the work 
will begin this month. 

Pressure on the Park Service and Navy to come up with a 
repair plan has been mounting, with the USS Constitution 
scheduled for a multiyear overhaul in the same dry dock now 
occupied by the destroyer. Work on the Constitution is 
scheduled to begin in October 2014, meaning the Cassin 
Young must be repaired and back in the water by then. 
According to a statement from the Navy, “It is anticipated that 
the Cassin Young will be returned to the dry dock … for 
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continued public display” once the USS Constitution is back 
on the water. 

The Cassin Young, which is named after a World War II 
Navy war hero, had been moored at the Charlestown pier for 
three decades until about two years ago, when leaks were 
discovered in the hull of the Fletcher-class destroyer. The ship 
was moved into Dry Dock 1 for repairs that were supposed to 
cost $3.3 million and take about six months. 

The Park Service halted work about $2 million and four 
months into the job after hull damage was found to be much 
worse than anticipated. 

“The ship can no longer stay afloat without additional 
repairs,” according to an engineering report written at the 
time. With neither the Park Service nor Navy able or willing 
to pay for extensive repairs — estimates ran from $3 million 
to $18 million — the Cassin Young was left in the dry dock. 

Upcoming repairs are expected to cost significantly less 
than those estimates, but will be less extensive than originally 
proposed, leaving concerns that the Cassin Young could take 
on water again. 

Hennessey declined to comment on what would happen if 
the ship needs urgent repairs while the dry dock is occupied. 
“That’s a hypothetical question,” he said. 

Being a ship out of water may have increased the appeal 
of the Cassin Young. With its sharp bow rising in a prominent 
position between Old Ironsides and the USS Constitution 

Museum, the Cassin Young has become a popular attraction. 
More than 62,000 people toured the ship from January to May 
of this year, a 150 percent increase over the same period in 
2011, Hennessey said. 

Although one Park Service memo said the ship will be 
closed to the public until October, Hennessey said, “Our goal 
is to continue to interpret Cassin Young as we have for 
decades with the dedicated volunteers. If we have to do it pier-
side, we will.” 

The Cassin Young is far from the only aging gray hull 
ship badly in need of maintenance. Other old destroyers, 
including those in Fall River’s Battleship Cove, are also facing 
costly repairs with little funds available. Chris Johnson, a 
spokesman for the Naval Sea Systems Command in 
Washington, said the Navy’s decision to help fund repairs to 
the Cassin Young is a unique situation. 

“The Navy still owns Cassin Young, so we are not 
concerned about precedent” to fund work on other former 
Navy ships now owned by museums and other nonprofit 
operators, he said. 

Briand said the volunteers still hope for more complete 
repairs that could keep Cassin Young floating in Boston 
indefinitely. But he is pleased that some progress is being 
made. 

“I think Cassin Young is going to be here for a long time, 
whether in water or in the dry dock,” he said. 
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52. New Erie Exhibit Recalls Building Of Perry's 1812 Fleet 
(ERIE (PA) TIMES-NEWS 07 JUL 12) ... Ron Leonardi 

William Garvey believes Erie reawakens every 50 years 
to celebrate Commodore Oliver Hazard Perry's legacy to the 
city. 

And he believes the city's contributions in the War of 
1812 go beyond Perry's U.S. Naval victory over the British 
fleet in the Battle of Lake Erie at Put-in-Bay, Ohio, in 
September 1813. 

"The greatness wasn't just the victory, it was the building 
of the fleet here over great odds,” said Garvey, president of the 
Jefferson Educational Society. 

The nonprofit is spearheading the Perry 200 
Commemoration's two-year celebration of the bicentennial of 
the War of 1812. 

A new exhibit exploring Perry and the community's role 
during the building of the fleet is scheduled to open today at 
the Erie County Historical Society, 419 State St. 

The exhibit, "Building, Salvaging, Celebrating: Erie's 
Relationship with the 1812 Lake Erie Fleet,” will be displayed 
through September 2013. 

The museum is open Tuesdays through Saturdays from 11 
a.m. to 4 p.m. There is free admission today and each Saturday 
through Sept. 1. 

"We want to give a little context to what it was like when 
the fleet was being built here,” said Melanie Kuebel-Stankey, 
the Erie Historical Society's director of visitor experience. 

"What these guys had to do and the conditions under 
which they did it, to understand that, you need to know what 
Erie looked like, how you got around, what was available to 
work with,” she said. 

Artifacts from Perry, the Lake Erie fleet, and memorabilia 
from Erie's 1913 centennial and 1963 sesquicentennial 
celebrations comprise a large extent of exhibit features. 

"Our real goal is to reacquaint people with their heritage, 
and that's why this exhibit is so important,” Garvey said. "It's 
the first shot at reintroducing Erieites to people who helped 
build this town.” 

Kuebel-Stankey and her staff have spent the last three 
months working on the exhibit. 

"This exhibit is on the community, which creates the 
ships, who are the major players and what was is like here,” 
she said. "We built this fleet, and what was our community 
doing? 

Perry helped oversee construction of a fleet of naval 
vessels at Presque Isle Bay in the spring and summer of 1813. 

"Perry was here a very brief time,” Garvey said. "He 
came in to build the ships for the battle and was here for about 
six months and then he was gone and never came back again.” 

When legions of shipwrights and carpenters descended on 
the region in March 1813 to begin the shipbuilding, Erie was a 
frontier town of about 400 people and 50 houses, Kuebel-
Stankey said. 

Perry's hallmark artifacts scheduled for display are his 
decorative sword, its leather-stitched scabbard and a belt it 
hung from. 

His signal lantern also is scheduled for display. 
A 7-foot-long piece of wooden beam from the original 

Brig Niagara, raised from Misery Bay in April 1913, hangs on 
a wall in the exhibit. 
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Nearby, a wooden ox yoke used to pull logs from woods 
in North Springfield to the lake for use in building the Perry 
fleet hangs prominently. 

A wooden frame of a Niagara skylight hangs from the 
ceiling. 

Visitors also can see a small, 5-pound British cannon ball 
that crews wedged out of the Niagara in 1913 when it was 
brought up in Misery Bay. Musket balls also were found 
embedded in the ship. 

"When you look at what Erie was like in 1812, and you 
talk about the 390-some people who lived here or only 50 
buildings in the entire city, you get an idea of what this 
community really was,” said Andrew Adamus, the Erie 
County Historical Society's director of education and outreach. 

"This was the frontier, make no mistake about it,” he said. 
"When you come into this exhibit, it will give you an 
opportunity to see that and see the great lengths we've come. It 
will also give children an opportunity to get hands-on -- to see 
what sailing was like, to be able to touch the Niagara, feel the 
wood and feel the history and become part of it.” 

Visitors will see numerous items built from the wood and 
spikes from the Brig Lawrence, which was Perry's original 
flagship during the Battle of Lake Erie, and the original Brig 
Niagara. 

"What we have are sort of people saving pieces of the 
ships,” Kuebel-Stankey said. "At the time, their idea of 
celebrating the ships was turning the material into something.” 

Erie merchant mariner Daniel Dobbins supervised the 
sinking of the Brig Lawrence in Misery Bay in July 1815 to 
preserve it. 

The ship was auctioned in 1825 and sold in 1836 to 
George Miles, an Erie merchant captain. He raised the ship 
with plans to use it as a merchant vessel. 

But after discovering the vessel was too badly damaged 
and its hold too shallow to serve as a merchant vessel, the 
Lawrence was re-sunk in Misery Bay. 

In 1876, the Lawrence again was raised in celebration of 
the nation's centennial. The ship was cut in half and 
transported by rail to Philadelphia for exhibit. 

The Lawrence was displayed outside a building where the 
ship was being cut up for relics. 

During the exhibit, the building caught fire one night, and 
the ship's remains were destroyed. 

"With the Lawrence, everything we acquired early, and if 
you look at the accession dates, or how we got them or when 
they were made and given to someone, that is all about pre-
1910,” Kuebel-Stankey said. "The Lawrence is still listed and 
they're still calling that Perry's flagship. They're not thinking 
about the Niagara.” 

That changed, Kuebel-Stankey said, when the original 
Niagara was raised from Misery Bay in April 1913. 

"We start to restore it, and then suddenly, the Lawrence 
fades from public consciousness and it's all about the 
Niagara,” she said. "Now if you ask people, 'What was the 
USS Lawrence,' they kind of go, 'Huh?' It's not the first ship 
they think of. Prior to 1913, the Lawrence was pretty much 
fixed in people's thoughts.” 

Items made from the Lawrence on display are a wooden 
sewing box, three wooden napkin rings, two nut picks, a 
broach and earrings set, and a miniature iron cannon affixed to 
a wooden base, made by Daniel Weeks, an Erie gunsmith. 

The exhibit also will feature a bell taken from the British 
ship Queen Charlotte, which fought in the Battle of Lake Erie. 

"The idea behind this exhibit is to give people an 
understanding of the context of the War of 1812,” Adamus 
said. "It's more than just the Battle of Lake Erie in 1813. It's 
the commemorations in 1863, 1913 and 1963. All of those 
things come together to help create the community we live in 
today.” 

Garvey said he hopes the exhibit reintroduces the 
community to the study of the War of 1812, the Battle of Lake 
Erie and Perry's legacy. 

"It's all gotten lost,” Garvey said. "That's why you need 
celebrations. It brings people back to remembering. When all 
the contests are over, when the tall ships have left, all we have 
left is our history. The activities draw attention. Our goal is we 
want the celebration and the people proud and knowledgeable 
about their heritage, so when you go down to Perry Square in 
two years and ask, 'Who's that statue of,' nine out of 10 people 
are going to say it's Perry,” he said. 
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53. Ship’s Wake Damages Gangway At Museum 
(NEW YORK TIMES 09 JUL 12) ... Eric P. Newcomer 

A long-decommissioned submarine faced an unusual 
adversary early Sunday — the wake from a huge cruise ship 
that was trying to dock at a nearby Hudson River pier. 

The wake rocked the submarine, the Growler, which has 
been one of the exhibits at the Intrepid Sea, Air and Space 
Museum, at West 46th Street, since 1989. 

According to a spokeswoman for the museum, a gangway 
leading to the Growler was damaged when the cruise ship, the 
Norwegian Star, fired up its thrusters. The spokeswoman did 
not provide further details, and the Growler was open to 
visitors on Sunday. 

The retired aircraft carrier Intrepid, the centerpiece of the 
museum, was not affected. 

“In the process of maneuvering to its docking position, 
the ship experienced strong current conditions,” the 
Norwegian Star’s owners, Norwegian Cruise Line, said in a 

statement. “To keep the ship in its correct docking approach 
under these conditions, propulsion and thrusters were utilized 
which created a wake in the surrounding waters.” 

A spokesman for the Coast Guard said that what 
happened was normal for the New York waterfront. 

“One vessel created a wake. The other vessel just bobbed 
in the water, and that’s what vessels do,” Petty Officer 
Thomas McKenzie, a Coast Guard spokesman, said. 

He added that it was not uncommon for cruise ships to 
use thrusters, propellers in the bow and stern, to dock. 

“That’s common practice. It generated a little bit more 
than usual wake,” he said. Petty Officer McKenzie also said 
that the gangplank “fell off the sub,” and added, “I understand 
there was no damage.” 

The Norwegian Star was returning from Bermuda, and 
several passengers said their arrival had not been disturbed. 
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“I felt some kind of heavy vibration,” Alex Malliae, 48, 
said. He said he thought someone had been vacuuming outside 
his room so he went back to sleep. 

Mr. Malliae’s wife, Dina, who was on the balcony, said 
she did not notice anything unusual. 

The Norwegian Star has a capacity of 2,348 people and is 
965 feet long, according to the company’s Web site. 

“It requires a lot of precision and experience to maneuver 
a craft that big into the space without any incident,” Petty 
Officer McKenzie said. 

The Growler, a diesel submarine and one of the first to 
carry missiles, was commissioned in 1958. 
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54. Old Battleship Reopens, Its Future Course Unclear 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 09 JUL 12) ... Ana Campoy 

The USS Texas, the oldest surviving battleship of its kind, 
reopened over the weekend as a floating museum on a bayou 
near Houston after leaks that flooded it for weeks were 
repaired. 

But the century-old vessel's supporters say the brackish 
water the ship sits in will continue to corrode its hull if it isn't 
moved to dry land. 

Such a project, however, would cost $100 million, and the 
fundraising effort so far is some $70 million short. The 
$300,000 the state spent plugging about 50 leaks with 
aluminum plates and epoxy was a stopgap measure, the 
supporters say. 

"I kind of equate it to you putting on the spare to get it to 
the tire shop," said Andy Smith, manager of the ship and an 
official at Texas Parks and Wildlife Department, which 
operates the museum. 

The 573-foot dreadnought also needs repairs to its paint, 
decks and electrical system. 

With its construction starting at Newport News, Va., in 
1911, the USS Texas was commissioned in 1914 and was 
considered one of the most powerful warships in the world. It 
saw action in World War I and during World War II helped 
U.S. forces land at Normandy on D-Day and at Iwo Jima. 

While the economic downturn dried up government and 
private dollars for historic preservation generally, some 
historic vessels are having a particularly tough time because 
their ages, sizes and locations on the water make them difficult 
to maintain, experts say. 

"It's a very costly undertaking," said Chris Johnson, a 
spokesman for the Naval Sea Systems Command, a division of 
the Navy charged with handling decommissioned ships. The 
agency is trying, so far without luck, to find homes for several 
vessels including the USS John F. Kennedy, a 1968 aircraft 

carrier. In Philadelphia, the USS Olympia, a cruiser that saw 
action in the Spanish-American War, is also looking for a new 
home because the museum that manages it can no longer 
afford to keep it. 

The USS Texas was given to Texas in 1948 as a memorial 
and has since been moored at the San Jacinto Battleground 
State Historic Site, a state park that includes the field where 
Texans won their independence from Mexico in 1836. 

Texas Parks and Wildlife, as well as the U.S. Navy and 
federal and state historical preservation agencies, are 
evaluating a costly project to "dry berth" the USS Texas in the 
park. 

"If we don't raise this money, time and the elements will 
do what two world wars couldn't do—they will destroy the 
Battleship Texas," said Bruce Bramlett, executive director of 
the Battleship Texas Foundation, a nonprofit established to 
preserve the ship. The group is launching a campaign to raise 
the remaining money. 

Some Texas history buffs want the ship moved out of the 
San Jacinto park, arguing the 20th century relic clashes with 
the 19th century battlefield. David Pomeroy, a historian who 
every year dons period clothing to re-enact the 18-minute-long 
fight between Texans and Mexicans, says young visitors can't 
be blamed for assuming the battleship's turret guns were the 
decisive factor in Sam Houston's victory. 

"We're talking to the kids, they're impressionable," he 
said. 

But Larry Spasic, president of the San Jacinto Museum of 
History, says moving the mammoth ship elsewhere would just 
increase the costs, and that the USS Texas is a useful teaching 
tool where it is. 

"It's a wonderful lesson that history doesn't end at a 
particular place," he said. "That it continues." 
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55. Durable Borgnine's Motto: 'You Gotta Go To Work' 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 08 JUL 12) ... David Germain 

LOS ANGELES — He was a tubby tough guy with a pug 
of a mug, as unlikely a big-screen star or a romantic lead as 
could be imagined. 

Yet Ernest Borgnine won a woman's love and an 
Academy Award in one of the great lonelyhearts roles in 
"Marty," a highlight in a workhorse career that spanned nearly 
seven decades and more than 200 film and television parts. 

Borgnine, who died Sunday at 95, worked to the end. One 
of his final roles was a bit part as a CIA records-keeper in 
2011's action comedy "Red" — fittingly for his age, a story of 
retired spies who show that it's never too late to remain in the 
game when they're pulled back into action. 

"I keep telling myself, 'Damn it, you gotta go to work,'" 
Borgnine said in a 2007 interview with The Associated Press. 
"But there aren't many people who want to put Borgnine to 
work these days. They keep asking, 'Is he still alive?'" 

And yet people put him to work — and kept him working 
— from his late-blooming start as an actor after a 10-year 
Navy career through modern times, when he had a recurring 
voice role on "SpongeBob SquarePants," became the oldest 
actor ever nominated for a Golden Globe and received the 
lifetime-achievement award last year from the Screen Actors 
Guild. 
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Borgnine died of renal failure at Cedars-Sinai Medical 
Center with his wife and children at his side, said spokesman 
Harry Flynn. 

With his beefy build and a huge orb of a head that looked 
hard enough to shatter granite, Borgnine naturally was cast as 
heavies early on, notably as Sgt. Fatso Judson, the brute who 
beat Frank Sinatra's character to death in 1953's Pearl Harbor 
saga "From Here to Eternity." 

More bad guy roles followed, but Borgnine showed his 
true pussycat colors as lovesick Marty Piletti, a Bronx butcher 
who, against all odds and his own expectations, finds romance 
with a wallflower in "Marty," adapted from Paddy 
Chayefsky's television play. Borgnine won the best-actor 
Oscar, and the film picked up three other awards, including 
best picture. 

It turned out to be Borgnine's only Oscar nomination, yet 
it was a star-making part that broke him out of the villain 
mold. Borgnine went on to roles in such films as "The Dirty 
Dozen," “The Wild Bunch," “The Flight of the Phoenix," “The 
Poseidon Adventure" and "Escape from New York," but after 
"Marty," the veteran Sailor's most memorable character 
appropriately came with the title role of the 1960s TV comedy 
"McHale's Navy" and its big-screen spinoff. 

Mischievous con man McHale, commander of a World 
War II PT boat manned by misfits and malcontents, was far 
closer in spirit than shy Marty or savage Fatso to the real 
Borgnine, who had a cackling laugh and a reputation as a 
prankster. 

Despite his big-hearted nature, Borgnine was typecast as a 
thug from the start, playing bad guys in a series of Westerns 
including Randolph Scott's "The Stranger Wore a Gun," Joan 
Crawford and Sterling Hayden's "Johnny Guitar" and Gary 
Cooper's "Vera Cruz" and Victor Mature and Susan Hayward's 
historical saga "Demetrius and the Gladiators." 

Borgnine was playing another nasty character opposite 
Spencer Tracy in "Bad Day at Black Rock" when he 
auditioned for "Marty." In a 2004 interview, Borgnine recalled 
that Chayefsky and "Marty" director Delbert Mann thought of 
him as an actor whose lone screen specialty was to "kill 
people." 

The filmmakers had hoped to cast Rod Steiger, who 
played the lead in the TV version of "Marty," but he had just 
landed a part Borgnine himself coveted — the bad guy Jud Fry 
in "Oklahoma!" Mann and Chayefsky flew to the "Black 
Rock" location to audition Borgnine, who showed up wearing 
a "cowboy suit, cowboy hat, three-day growth of beard, 
cowboy boots," the actor recalled. He even began the audition 
in a Western drawl before shifting to Marty's Bronx accent. 

Borgnine said he knew immediately he had won over 
Mann and Chayefsky, and "Marty" charmed audiences who 
saw for the first time that he could play the teddy bear as well 
as the beast. 

No one knew Borgnine could act at all — himself 
included — until he came home from World War II after his 
10-year Navy stint. He enlisted in 1935, was discharged in 
1941, then re-enlisted when the war began, serving on a 
destroyer. 

As he contemplated what to do after the war, Borgnine's 
mother suggested acting. 

"She said, 'You always like getting in front of people and 
making a fool of yourself, why don't you give it a try?'" 
Borgnine recalled last year, shortly before receiving his SAG 

lifetime honor. "I was sitting at the kitchen table and I saw this 
light. No kidding. It sounds crazy. And 10 years later, I had 
Grace Kelly handing me an Academy Award." 

Mann and Chayefsky also won Oscars, and modest, gentle 
"Marty" claimed the best-picture prize over big-budget 
contenders "The Rose Tattoo," “Love Is a Many-Splendored 
Thing," “Picnic" and "Mister Roberts." 

"Marty" made his career, but the success also brought 
complications for Borgnine. 

"The Oscar made me a star, and I'm grateful," Borgnine 
said in 1966. "But I feel had I not won the Oscar I wouldn't 
have gotten into the messes I did in my personal life." 

Those messes included four failed marriages, including 
one in 1964 to singer Ethel Merman that lasted less than six 
weeks. 

But Borgnine's fifth marriage, in 1973 to Norwegian-born 
Tova Traesnaes, endured and brought with it an interesting 
business partnership. She manufactured and sold her own 
beauty products under the name of Tova and used her 
husband's rejuvenated face in her ads. 

During a 2007 interview with The Associated Press, 
Borgnine expressed delight that their union had reached 34 
years. "That's longer than the total of my four other 
marriages," he commented, laughing heartily. 

Borgnine played a sensitive role opposite Bette Davis in 
another film based on a Chayefsky TV drama, "The Catered 
Affair," a film that was a personal favorite. It concerned a 
New York taxi driver and his wife who argued over the 
expense of their daughter's wedding. 

Among Borgnine's other films were "Three Bad Men," 
“The Vikings," “Torpedo Run" and "Barabbas," “Ice Station 
Zebra," “The Adventurers," “Willard" and "The Greatest" (as 
Muhammad Ali's manager). 

More recently, Borgnine had a recurring role as the 
apartment house doorman-cum-chef in the NBC sitcom "The 
Single Guy." He had a small role in the unsuccessful 1997 
movie version of "McHale's Navy." And he was the voice of 
Mermaid Man on "SpongeBob SquarePants" and Carface in 
"All Dogs Go to Heaven 2." 

"I don't care whether a role is 10 minutes long or two 
hours," he said in 1973. "And I don't care whether my name is 
up there on top, either. Matter of fact, I'd rather have someone 
else get top billing; then if the picture bombs, he gets the 
blame, not me." 

In 2007, Borgnine became the oldest Golden Globe 
nominee ever, at 90, for the TV movie "A Grandpa for 
Christmas." It came 52 years after his only other Globe 
nomination, for "Marty," which he won. 

He didn't win that second time, but Borgnine was as 
gracious as could be about it. 

"Hey, I already got one," Borgnine said. "I was nominated 
and I think that's wonderful. You don't have to win them all." 

Ermes Efron Borgnino was born in Hamden, Conn., on 
Jan. 24, 1917, the son of Italian immigrant parents. The family 
lived in Milan when the boy was 2 to 7, then returned to 
Connecticut, where he attended school in New Haven. 

When Borgnine joined the Navy, he weighed 135 pounds; 
when he left 10 years later, he weighed 100 pounds more. 

"I wouldn't trade those 10 years for anything," he said in 
1956. "The Navy taught me a lot of things. It molded me as a 
man, and I made a lot of wonderful friends." 
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For a time he contemplated taking a job with an air-
conditioning company. But his mother persuaded him to enroll 
at the Randall School of Dramatic Arts in Hartford. He stayed 
four months, the only formal training he received. 

He appeared in repertory at the Barter Theater in Virginia, 
toured as a hospital attendant in "Harvey" and played a villain 
on TV's "Captain Video." 

After earning $2,300 in 1951, Borgnine almost accepted a 
position with an electrical company. But the job fell through, 
and he returned to acting, moving into a modest house in Los 
Angeles' San Fernando Valley. 

His first marriage was to Rhoda Kenins, whom he met 
when she was a Navy pharmacist's mate and he was a patient. 
They had a daughter, but the marriage ended in divorce after 
his "Marty" stardom. 

Borgnine married Mexican actress Katy Jurado in 1959, 
and their marriage resulted in headlined squabbles from 
Hollywood to Rome before it ended in 1964. 

In 1963, he and Merman startled the show business world 
by announcing, after a month's acquaintance, that they would 

marry when his divorce from Jurado became final. The 
Broadway singing star and the movie tough guy seemed to 
have nothing in common, and their marriage ended in 38 days 
after a fierce battle. 

"If you blinked, you missed it," Merman once cracked. 
Next came one-time child actress Donna Rancourt, with 

whom Borgnine had a daughter, and finally his happy union 
with Tova. 

On Jan. 24, 2007, Borgnine celebrated his 90th birthday 
with a party for friends and family at a West Hollywood 
bistro. Still boisterous, Borgnine made a rare concession to 
age at 88 when he gave up driving the bus he would take 
around the country, stopping to talk with local folks along the 
way. 

During an interview at the time, Borgnine complained 
that he wanted to continue acting but roles were tough to find 
at his age. 

"I just want to do more work," he said. "Every time I step 
in front of a camera I feel young again. I really do. It keeps 
your mind active and it keeps you going." 
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56. Week In Review Jun. 30, 2012 – Jul. 06, 2012 
(YOUTUBE 06 JUL 12) ... U.S. Navy 

Welcome to this week's U.S. Navy multimedia production 
featuring selected images from around the fleet received 
during the week of Jun. 30, 2012 – Jul. 06, 2012. 

The images represent the work of the many naval 
photographers deployed worldwide and submitted to Navy 
Visual News Service. For access to more than 100,000 high 
resolution photos visit: 
    http://www.navy.mil/view_photos_top.asp  and 
http://www.flickr.com/photos/usnavy/    .                         

View U.S. Navy YouTube Channel 
View Pacific Partnership YouTube Channel 
View RIMPAC 2012 YouTube Channel 
View Clip (RT: 1:34) 

Broadcast Clip - 7 in :70 (Jul. 06, 2012) 
(YOUTUBE 06 JUL 12) U.S. Pacific Fleet 
A quick look at events and issues from the past week 

around Pacific Fleet making headlines at 
http://www.cpf.navy.mil. 

View Clip (RT: 1:10) 
Broadcast Clip - Vice Admiral Gerald Beaman 
(YOUTUBE 07 JUL 12) RIMPAC 2012 YouTube 

Channel 
Vice Admiral Gerald R. Beaman, U.S. Navy, 

Commander, Combined Task Force, RIMPAC 2012 
View Clip (RT: 0:44) 
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OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
57. Conservatives And The Law Of The Sea Time Warp 
The treaty has been improved in ways Reagan wanted and it's time the U.S. signed on. 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 09 JUL 12) ... John Norton Moore 

In his testimony before the Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee last month, former Defense Secretary Donald 
Rumsfeld urged legislators to reject the 30-year-old Law of 
the Sea Treaty, saying it would force the United States "to pay 
royalties to less productive countries, based on rhetoric about 
the common heritage of mankind." 

Astonishingly, Mr. Rumsfeld's Senate testimony 
contradicts the advice his own Defense Department gave 
President George W. Bush in the early 2000s. The former 
defense secretary seemed to be in a time warp, harking back to 
his mission of 30 years ago during the Reagan presidency, 
completely dismissing the treaty's 1994 renegotiation. 

When President Reagan took office in 1981, I wrote him 
that the Law of the Sea Treaty negotiations had been a 
resounding success for the U.S. but that Part XI, dealing with 
seabed mining, contained flaws requiring renegotiation. These 
included such treaty killers as a permanent seat for the then 

Soviet Union, but not one for the U.S., on the Council of the 
International Seabed Authority, and mandatory technology 
transfer of American seabed mining technology. 

After a lengthy review, President Reagan agreed, 
supporting everything in the treaty but Part XI. When the 
treaty was adopted in 1982 with Part XI unchanged, Reagan 
sought to dissuade allies from signing. Accordingly, he asked 
Mr. Rumsfeld and longtime diplomat Kenneth Adelman to 
serve as emissaries to allied heads of state (France, Japan, 
Belgium, Italy, Germany, the U.K. and the Netherlands). The 
mission delayed acceptance by several of these allies, thus 
buying time for a renegotiation of Part XI. 

All of the Reagan conditions for Part XI were met in a 
1994 renegotiation. President Clinton submitted the treaty to 
the Senate, acknowledging that it met all U.S. objectives, 
including vital navigational provisions for the Navy, 
especially submerged transit through international straits for 
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our nuclear submarines. The treaty also extends U.S. resource 
jurisdiction into the oceans in an area larger than the entire 
land territory of the nation. And it assures access for U.S. 
deep-seabed mining companies to mid-Pacific mine sites 
containing over a trillion dollars in strategic minerals. 

The treaty, favorably reported out of the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee in 2004 and 2007, was on President 
Bush's priority list but has never been put to a vote. It is now 
once again before the Senate, with overwhelming support 
from military and business leaders, including the U.S. 
Chamber of Commerce, the National Association of 
Manufacturers, the American Petroleum Institute, and the 
Financial Services Roundtable. 

Mr. Rumsfeld's opposition to the treaty runs counter to the 
official position of the Reagan administration, as Reagan's 
former Secretary of State George Shultz has made clear. It 
ignores the reality that all countries visited by Mr. Rumsfeld, 
as well as the European Union, adhered to the treaty more than 
a decade ago (it is currently in force for 161 countries), and 
that his co-emissary, Mr. Adelman, announced his support for 
the treaty a half-decade ago. 

Mr. Rumsfeld's opposition focuses on his reading of the 
treaty as "a sweeping power grab" by Third World countries 
intent on a massive "redistribution of wealth." His testimony 
accurately portrays the 1970s Third World rhetoric pushing 
for a "new economic order" heard in the early years of the 
negotiation. But the treaty now before the Senate has at its 
core a 200-mile economic zone and extended continental 
shelf. This is the greatest expansion of national sovereignty in 
history. 

The renegotiated International Seabed Authority, 
established under the treaty, provides property rights for U.S. 
firms to develop deep-sea mining sites that require security of 

tenure before they can justify the large investments required. 
Further, the treaty grants the U.S. the only permanent veto as 
to how the modest royalties, collected in return for secure 
property rights, are to be distributed to state parties. 

Most troubling, when asked by the chairman how he 
would provide security of tenure sought by U.S. firms, Mr. 
Rumsfeld suggested that they should operate through joint 
ventures with other nations. His answer, implicitly 
understanding that U.S. nonadherence can in no way alter the 
international regime now in force for 161 countries, and that 
our firms would still operate under the treaty regime, 
needlessly throws away U.S. jobs, Treasury tax receipts, and 
critical U.S. access to strategic minerals. It would also mean 
no U.S. veto over any distribution of revenues, amendments to 
Part XI, or rules and regulations for mining. 

The treaty provides property rights for miners in an area 
of the ocean not under the sovereignty of any nation. Absent 
U.S. adherence, U.S. firms cannot mine the deep seabed—as 
they will not have the security of tenure necessary to expend 
the $2 billion to $3 billion for a deep-seabed mining operation. 
These operations are of utmost importance for the U.S.—at 
stake is U.S. access to strategic minerals of copper, nickel, 
cobalt, manganese and rare earths worth about $1 trillion. 

Mr. Rumsfeld's mission for President Reagan was a 
service to the nation. His time-warp testimony, however, does 
a disservice to a remarkable treaty that expands U.S. sovereign 
rights, powerfully serves U.S. needs for the Navy and the 
Coast Guard, and provides American industry with the 
security necessary to generate jobs and growth. 

Mr. Moore is the director of the Center for Oceans Law 
and Policy at the University of Virginia. He served in the 
Nixon, Ford and Reagan administrations, including serving as 
U.S. ambassador for the Law of the Sea. 
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58. Exploiting Iran’s Vulnerabilities 
(WASHINGTON POST 09 JUL 12) ... Michael Singh 

Predictably, last week’s “expert level” talks between Iran 
and world powers were no more fruitful than previous rounds, 
leaving little optimism for a negotiated resolution to the 
nuclear crisis anytime soon. Western policymakers, buoyed by 
their success in reducing Iran’s oil exports , appear content to 
give sanctions more time to work, in the hope that once 
Tehran feels their full effect negotiators will return to the 
table, more ready to compromise. 

The evidence, however, suggests that sanctions’ effect on 
oil exports will not increase over time. 

First, Western policymakers tend to focus more on what 
Iran has lost than what it has retained or gained. That’s fine for 
a political debate but bad for making sensible policy. It is true 
that Iran’s oil exports have declined from 2.5 million barrels 
per day to 1.5 million. But that reduced level is hardly meager: 
Iran is still one of the world’s top oil exporters, from which it 
earns billions in hard currency. And nothing suggests that the 
drop in earnings has stunted Iran’s nuclear program, which is 
the target of Western ire. Iran is enriching uranium faster and 
to higher levels than ever before. If any party appears to feel a 
need to compromise, it is the “P5 + 1” (the United States, 
Britain, China, France, Russia and Germany). They have 
dropped demands that Iran fully halt enrichment in favor of 
requesting that it merely cap enrichment at a low level. 

Furthermore, the historical evidence does not suggest that 
sanctions’ effect on regimes grows over time. Numerous 
examples — including Moammar Gaddafi’s Libya, Saddam 
Hussein’s Iraq and present-day North Korea — demonstrate 
that such regimes are resilient and can hold out for a long time 
in the face of sanctions — and can even adapt to or 
circumvent them. There is also good reason to believe that 
states that reluctantly complied with oil sanctions will not 
make further reductions and may even increase oil imports 
from Iran as economic activity — and thus oil demand — 
recovers. Recent data suggest that Chinese oil purchases from 
Iran have increased despite a dropoff in the first quarter of this 
year. 

So while policymakers may hope that oil sanctions will 
continue to pay dividends, it is likely that the full effect has 
already taken hold. If the United States and its allies wait to 
see which is the case, the result could be a prolonged period of 
inaction similar to the one that followed the June 2010 passage 
of U.N. Security Council Resolution 1929 and lasted until 
Congress and the European Union passed oil sanctions in late 
2011. Like any good pugilist, Washington should follow the 
heavy blow of oil sanctions with further unrelenting pressure. 

The most recent sanctions have been so significant 
because they seized on Iranian dependence on oil-export 
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revenue — one of the regime’s key vulnerabilities. To 
meaningfully increase the pressure, policymakers should 
identify and exploit the regime’s other vulnerabilities. 

One is Iran’s limited international support. The regime 
has few true allies. The most important of them is Syria, and 
bolder international efforts to oust the regime of Bashar al-
Assad would considerably weaken Tehran’s position, as 
would greater emphasis on interdicting arms and funding 
flowing to and from Iran. 

Another key Iranian vulnerability is the regime’s growing 
internal isolation. The West should not be shy about 
cultivating Iranians outside the narrow circle around Supreme 
Leader Ali Khamenei or providing support to dissidents in 
Iran. 

Finally, Washington should bolster the credibility of its 
military threat. Recent steps to strengthen its force posture in 
the Persian Gulf are a good start. They should be accompanied 

by more serious statements about U.S. willingness to employ 
force and an end to statements exaggerating the downsides of 
military action. This is likely to garner attention in both 
Tehran and Beijing. If the alternative is military conflict in the 
Persian Gulf, China may see further reductions in its Iranian 
oil imports — which would be the most significant way to 
strengthen the current sanctions — as prudent. 

Western policymakers’ assertions that there is time for 
sanctions to work are a bit like a marathon runner saying he 
has plenty of time to finish the race. There may be time, but 
the latest round of talks’ failure to make progress despite 
mounting pressure on Iran suggests we also have a long way 
to go. 

Michael Singh is managing director of the Washington 
Institute for Near East Policy. From 2005 to 2008, he worked 
on Middle East issues at the National Security Council. 
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59. 13 Minutes To Doomsday 
Two decades after the Cold War, time to de-alert nuclear missiles 
(WASHINGTON POST 09 JUL 12) ... Editorial 

Throughout the Cold War, the United States kept land-
based missiles with nuclear warheads on alert and ready to 
launch in three to four minutes after the president gave the 
order. Every president of the missile age was briefed about the 
procedure: In the event of an impending attack, the decision to 
launch would have to be made in 13 minutes or less. The 
theory of deterrence was that the United States had to threaten 
certain and large-scale retaliation against the Soviet Union, 
and that meant being prepared to shoot fast. 

When new presidents were briefed about how it worked, 
they found it unthinkable. “And we call ourselves the human 
race,” John F. Kennedy is said to have commented. Not the 
least of their worries was the prospect of incomplete or faulty 
warning — a bad signal from a satellite, perhaps, or a missile 
launched by accident or by rogue actors. There was never a 
real missile attack during the superpower arms race, but there 
were serious false alarms. 

Today, two decades after the end of the Cold War, one-
third of U.S. strategic forces, including almost all land-based 
missiles and some sea-based, are still on launch-ready alert. 
Recently, retired Gen. James Cartwright, a former vice 
chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, called for rethinking this 
posture. Mr. Cartwright, a former commander of strategic 
forces, said in a report sponsored by the group Global Zero 
that the United States could stand down the missiles so that 24 
to 72 hours would be needed to launch, what is known as “de-
alerting.” There are different methods to carry this out, from 
software modifications to physically separating warheads from 
the missiles. 

President Obama pledged in his 2008 campaign to work 
with Russia to take missiles off launch-ready alert status, and 
the idea was examined in the administration’s 2010 Nuclear 
Posture Review. One option was to de-alert the land-based 
missiles, but that was rejected on grounds that, in a crisis, 

there could be a destabilizing race to re-alert. Similarly, a 
proposal to de-alert the submarines, by keeping more at port, 
was also rejected. The published document said that launch-
ready status “should be maintained for the present.” 

In the coming weeks, the president is expected to sign off 
on instructions to the military to implement the posture 
review. No change is anticipated in alert levels. Gen. C. 
Robert Kehler, the current commander of U.S. Strategic 
Command, said recently that he is reluctant to de-alert missiles 
because it would be hard to verify if some adversary posed a 
risk of surprise attack. We agree that verification is difficult, 
but that is all the more reason to look for ways to make it 
work. 

The reason the United States maintains a prompt-launch 
posture today is because Russia does also. China does not 
keep weapons on launch-ready alert. The United States and 
Russia are no longer enemies; the chance of nuclear war or 
surprise attack is nearly zero. A small step toward reducing the 
danger was taken in 1994, when Russia and the United States 
agreed to aim nuclear missiles at the open oceans, or at 
nothing. But this did not resolve the time pressures on a 
president, nor relax the launch-on-warning posture that still 
prevails. 

Clearly, there won’t be any arms control negotiations with 
Russia this election year. But this is a complex problem that 
could benefit from careful preparation. Mr. Obama has 
declared his commitment “to seek the peace and security of a 
world without nuclear weapons.” A good start would be to 
give himself and mankind some breathing room. Today, the 
United States and Russia have as many as 1,800 warheads on 
alert at any given time. This is overkill and unnecessary so 
long after the Cold War has ended. We think that both 
countries should ease off the alert status for strategic forces. 
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60. Heading Off Sequestration 
What Congress Can Do To Avoid Devastating Cuts 
(DEFENSE NEWS 08 JUL 12) ... U.S. Sen. Roger Wicker 

As the U.S. celebrates the bicentennial of the War of 
1812, the lessons of that long-ago conflict should not be 
forgotten by today’s policymakers. In those bleak years, the 
U.S. saw that even the border of an expansive ocean would not 
fully protect our nation. 

U.S. resilience reaffirmed our sovereignty during that 
war. The influence of seapower on national security and 
commerce was clear then, and it remains the same today. 
Unfortunately, decisions in the coming months could 
jeopardize the tools required to maintain America’s leadership 
in the world. 

There is no doubt the U.S. faces a diverse set of 
challenges abroad — from the Asia-Pacific region and Iran to 
a host of emerging threats. And yet, discussions of future 
investment within the Pentagon and Congress are set against a 
backdrop of budget uncertainty and looming sequestration, 
which could cripple the ability of our armed forces to fulfill its 
strategic priorities. 

With America’s debt nearing $16 trillion, reining in 
reckless federal spending is imperative to our national and 
economic security. Adm. Mike Mullen, former chairman of 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff, identified the debt as our No. 1 
security threat. 

However, addressing the country’s long-term fiscal 
challenge should not risk the leadership and pre-eminence of 
the American military or the skilled jobs necessary to supply 
today’s advanced force. Federal debt is a national security 
threat, but so is unilaterally cutting key funding to America’s 
men and women in uniform. 

The Budget Control Act, which passed last year, required 
immediate cuts, and the Joint Select Committee on Deficit 
Reduction was responsible for producing a blueprint to reduce 
the national deficit by an additional $1.5 trillion. Our hope 
was that the committee would have produced a reasoned, 
long-term solution to America’s debt crisis, addressing the 
exploding growth of entitlement spending. 

This was a significant bipartisan opportunity, but the 
committee’s failure to identify savings will trigger an 
automatic $1.2 trillion in across-the-board budget cuts on Jan. 
3. Under sequestration, the Pentagon faces $492 billion in cuts 
across the board. The rest will be divided equally from the 
remaining portions of the federal budget, including 
nondefense discretionary spending and entitlement programs. 
Unless Congress acts, the U.S. Navy will be particularly hard 
hit. The Navy Department is the armed forces’ most capital-
intensive branch. According to civilian and uniformed Navy 
leaders, our ability to deter threats, defend our priorities and 
project seapower could be gravely compromised if cuts are 
made indiscriminately. Areas of greatest concern are: 

 Readiness: Sequestration would cause the Marine 
Corps to endure an additional 10 percent cut in troop 

levels, leaving our Marines without sufficient 
manpower to meet even one major contingency 
operation. 

 Fleet size: Currently, the Navy can meet only half of 
combatant commander requests for naval support. 
Under sequestration, the Navy fleet would drop to 
230 ships, well below the statutory requirement. 

 Acquisition efficiencies: Experience has shown that 
stable shipbuilding rates have a direct impact on the 
acquisition and life-cycle costs of new naval vessels. 
Sequestration would prevent the Navy from 
achieving efficiencies required to deliver new ships 
on time and on budget. 

 Vitality of the industrial base: The average age of 
today’s shipyard employee is 45, with only 24 
percent of our naval shipbuilding workforce under 
the age of 35. Sequestration would drive a generation 
of skilled shipbuilders from the workforce and have a 
prolonged negative impact on American high-tech 
manufacturing. 

The stakes are high for the military and the American 
economy. Some defense manufacturers have already begun 
the process of issuing legally required layoff warning notices 
to shareholders and employees. According to multiple reports, 
up to 1 million jobs could be at risk. 

Tough decisions will have to be made to fix our country’s 
debt problem. All federal agencies, including the Defense 
Department, will have to do more with less in today’s era of 
fiscal austerity. Strong leadership is essential to make the 
decisions necessary to put America back on a fiscally 
responsible path. 

There are promising signs of bipartisan cooperation in 
Congress to ensure our military remains the best-trained, best-
equipped and most professional fighting force in the world. In 
May, the Senate Armed Services Committee approved its draft 
of the fiscal 2013 defense authorization bill. 

The committee bill contains many provisions reflecting 
Congress’ support of the Defense Department’s top strategic 
priorities. This defense authorization reflects the challenges 
we may encounter while outlining ways to reduce spending. If 
enacted, it will mark the 51st consecutive year that Congress 
has passed this important piece of defense legislation. 

All Americans, as well as our adversaries and allies 
abroad, will watch carefully in coming months to see whether 
Washington can muster a consensus to address our fiscal crisis 
while maintaining essential national priorities. 

U.S. Sen. Roger Wicker, R-Miss., ranking member of the 
Senate Armed Services seapower subcommittee. The former 
Ingalls shipyard, now part of Huntington Ingalls Industries, is 
in Pascagoula, Miss. 
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61. Cut Wisely — Or Else 
(DEFENSE NEWS 08 JUL 12) ... Editorial 

In Britain last week, the top defense story was the historic 
Army units that will be disbanded as part of the deep cuts 
announced nearly two years ago. 

Although the 20,000-man cut was portrayed as new, it 
was outlined in the 2010 Strategic Defence and Security 
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Review (SDSR) that would reduce the Army to its smallest 
size in more than a century. 

Army leaders have been trying to focus attention — and 
hence mobilize political support for — the famous combat 
units that will be cut, but hardest hit will be the very support 
and service regiments key to regenerating the force in the 
event of crisis. That fact contradicts Army leaders who said 
they structured the reduction to allow forces to be quickly 
grown if necessary in the future. 

It’s only the latest time SDSR budget-cutting moves have 
made headlines as they start being executed. The same thing 
happened last year when deep civil service cuts were 
implemented and real people started losing their well-paying 
government jobs. 

Ditto in Italy. Officials earlier this year announced how 
much they were going to cut but not exactly what they would 
cut. Operations and training funding will be boosted slightly, 
personnel spending will remain flat and acquisition programs 
will bear the brunt of the cuts. 

And the United States, which, if mandatory debt-
reduction goals are not met, must slash defense spending by 
$500 billion over the coming decade, already has cut more 
than all the other nations combined. 

As in Britain, American leaders claim to have taken a 
balanced view of cuts, trimming both people and programs. 
But the reality is that when a lot of money has to be cut 
quickly, it’s easier to get it from deep procurement reductions 
than slashing people, installations or through structural reform. 

And it’s evident the impact on jobs and the economy that 
U.S. industry warned about is already being felt. The U.S. 
government’s Bureau of Economic Analysis has determined 
the defense downturn is contributing to America’s downturn. 

None of this should come as a surprise. Any cut will be 
felt. Cut often and big enough, and it has wider economic 
effect. 

That’s why the prospect of another $500 billion in 
automatic U.S. defense cuts is so worrying. If lawmakers fail 
to adopt a broader debt-reduction deal, come the start of the 
new year, the Pentagon would lose another $50 billion a year 
from its budget for another decade. 

The stakes will be high on both sides of the Atlantic but 
higher for Europe, where markets are more fragmented, unity 
fleeting and capability already weakening thanks to sustained 
underinvestment. 

In America, the coming downturn will reshape its 
industrial base, but the cuts will diminish the capabilities of all 
the countries making them. Reform and efficiency drives can 
help, but history has time and again proved that when you 
spend less, you get less, and cuts made for short-term gain can 
cause long-term headaches. 

U.S. and European officials say they’re eager to maintain 
capabilities crucial to their national security, technological 
development, exports and general economic health. 

To keep that from being an empty pledge, all 
governments have an obligation to be judicious and realistic in 
the programs they launch and even more careful about what 
they cut. 
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62. Spice’s Legal, Physical Risks Compounded By Link To Psychosis 
(NAVY TIMES 16 JUL 12) ... Bret A. Moore 

A designer drug that mimics marijuana, known as spice, 
K2 and by other names, continues to increase in popularity, 
particularly among troops — despite the government’s efforts 
to crack down on it. 

Spice is a synthetic form of cannabis made from natural 
herbs and coated with various synthetic chemicals. When 
smoked, the chemical byproducts produce effects similar to 
those caused by ingesting THC, the active ingredient in 
marijuana. 

In 2011, more than 700 Marines and sailors were 
investigated for use of synthetic cannabis. The Air Force 
punished nearly 500 airmen for its use. And although the 
Army doesn’t keep track of investigations of spice use, it 
reported growing concern about the effects on its force. 

Until recently, spice has been alarmingly easy to obtain. 
Many convenience stores and gas stations carried the herbal 
and chemical concoction, which is often marketed as “herbal 
incense.” The Drug Enforcement Administration put a stop to 
this by banning five chemicals crucial to drug intoxicating 
effects. But spice and its clones are still relatively easy to find 
on the Internet. And amateur chemists are staying one step 
ahead of the authorities by developing new chemicals that 
produce similar effects. 

On top of the legal, social and physical problems caused 
by this drug, psychiatric problems are prominent and 
troubling. Of most concern is potential psychosis. 

Psychosis is a broad psychiatric term for a loss of contact 
with reality. The services have reported troops showing up in 

emergency rooms exhibiting behavior that would suggest a 
psychotic episode. 

Symptoms have included incoherent speech, paranoia, 
visual and auditory hallucinations, extreme agitation and 
disorientation. 

Many of the spice-induced psychotic symptoms look 
similar to those found in the chronic and often disabling 
disorder of schizophrenia. It is believed the chemicals in 
synthetic cannabis alter the same chemicals in the brain 
responsible for that disorder. 

The good news is that the spice-induced condition often 
resolves as quickly as it sets in. However, in those service 
members with a predisposition to psychotic illness, Spice use 
can bring about a long-term condition with hope of only brief 
periods of remission. 

It is important to remember that just because something is 
“herbal” and even quasi-legal does not mean it is safe. On 
several occasions, I’ve seen service members grapple with 
similar symptoms precipitated by weight-loss and muscle-
producing over-the-counter supplements. 

Use common sense. Stay away from artificial and store-
bought highs and quick fixes that can wreck not only your 
career but your life. 

Bret A. Moore is a clinical psychologist who served in 
Iraq and is the author of “Wheels Down: Adjusting to Life 
after Deployment.” 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Rules Adjust For Sailors, Marines 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 09 MAR 12) ... Editorials 

New rules designed to ensure Sailors and Marines are safe, healthy and fit indicate that the top brass are taking seriously the 
problems the military has experienced with alcohol abuse and sexual assaults. 

 
2. 21st Century Sailor And Marine Overview 
(NAVY LIVE 08 MAR 12) ... Juan M. Garcia, Assistant Secretary of the Navy for Manpower and Reserve Affairs 

This is the first in a series of blog posts by Assistant Secretary of the Navy for Manpower and Reserve Affairs, the Honorable 
Juan M. Garcia, to provide more detail about the Navy’s 21st Century Sailor and Marine initiative. 

 
3. New Ships Will Account For Asia-Pacific Buildup, SECNAV Says 
(DEFENSE DAILY 09 MAR 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

The planned increase of the Navy's presence in the Asia-Pacific region will largely be done by procuring new ships rather than by 
reducing the fleet in other vital areas of the world, Navy Secretary Ray Mabus said yesterday. 

 
4. Locklear Takes Over At U.S. Pacific Command 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 09 MAR 12) ... Audrey McAvoy 

HONOLULU — The commander of NATO-led operations that helped Libyan rebels overthrow Moammar Gadhafi is taking over 
as the top U.S. military commander in Asia and the Pacific. 

 
5. Final Deployment Of Big "E" Marks End Of Era 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 08 MAR 12) ... Kate Wiltrout 

NORFOLK - In the coming days, the flight deck and hangar bay of the aircraft carrier Enterprise will grow crowded with the 
hardware of military might: helicopters, reconnaissance planes, fighter jets and bombs. 

 

CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
6. Last Voyage For 'Big E' 
The venerable USS Enterprise, 50 years old and one of a kind, is scheduled to depart Sunday on its historic 
final deployment 
(NEWPORT NEWS DAILY PRESS 09 MAR 12) ... Hugh Lessig 

NAVAL STATION NORFOLK — The problem of the moment aboard the USS Enterprise was not the crossfire in Syria or 
rumblings in Iran. It concerned a coupling for an air conditioner unit. 

 
7. Pentagon Says Aims To Keep Asia Power Balance 
(REUTERS 08 MAR 12) ... Jim Wolf 

WASHINGTON - The United States is shifting more military muscle, including another aircraft carrier, to the Pacific to protect 
the status quo in a region facing China's growing clout, the Pentagon's second-ranking official said on Thursday. 

 
8. Panetta: U.S. Has Potential Military Plans For Iran 
(NATIONAL JOURNAL 08 MAR 12) ... Yochi J. Dreazen 

The Pentagon is preparing an array of military options for striking Iran if hard-hitting diplomatic and economic sanctions fail to 
persuade Tehran to drop its nuclear ambitions, Defense Secretary Leon Panetta told National Journal in an interview on Thursday. 
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9. Bunker-Buster Bomb Eyed For Possible Iran Use, General Says 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 08 MAR 12) ... Tony Capaccio 

The Pentagon’s biggest bunker-buster bomb is among the weapons that could be used in a potential attack on Iran’s nuclear 
facilities, U.S. Lieutenant General Herbert Carlisle said. 

 
10. USS Ford Conducts Operational Transit On Alternative Fuel Blend 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 09 MAR 12) ... Naval Sea Systems Command Office of Corporate Communications 

SAN DIEGO -- USS Ford (FFG 54) successfully transited from the ship's homeport in Everett, Wash., to San Diego, March 2, 
using 25,000 gallons of a 50/50 algae-derived, hydro-processed algal oil and petroleum F-76 blend in the ships LM 2500 gas turbines. 

 
11. Swift Completes HSV-Southern Partnership Station 2012 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 08 MAR 12) ... Lt. Matthew Comer, High Speed Vessel-Southern Partnership Station 2012 Public Affairs 

MAYPORT, Fla. -- High Speed Vessel Swift (HSV 2) arrived in Mayport, Fla., March 8, marking the completion of its four-
month HSV-Southern Partnership Station 2012 (HSV-SPS 12) mission. 

 
12. USS Simpson And HSL-60 Use Fire Scout UAV 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 08 MAR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Felicito Rustique, Navy Public Affairs Support 
Element-East Detachment Europe 

USS SIMPSON, Gulf of Guinea -- Guided-missile frigate USS Simpson (FFG 56) has the Unmanned Aerial Vehicle (UAV), 
MQ-8B Fire Scout embarked for solo missions, a U.S. Navy first during a full deployment, March 7. 

 
13. In Cambodia, Short On Supplies, Seabees Help Marines Build Training Range 
(VENTURA COUNTY (CA) STAR 08 MAR 12) ... HM1 Joshua Easterday 

CAMBODIA Seabees from U.S. Naval Mobile Construction Battalion (NMCB) 40, Detail Cambodia, worked side by side with 
U.S. Marines clearing debris to build a small arms training range in Cambodia. 

 
14. Marines Will Depend On Army, Allies, Private Sector To Get Ashore 
(AOL DEFENSE 08 MAR 12) ... Sydney J. Freedberg Jr. 

Going back to the future ain't easy. After a decade largely spent waging land wars in Afghanistan and Iraq, the U.S. Marine Corps 
wants to reemphasize large-scale amphibious operations, like its recent "Bold Alligator" exercise. But to do that in the face of rising 
threats, shrinking budgets, and limited assets, they're going to have to rely not only on their traditional partners in the U.S. Navy but 
increasingly on the Army, friendly nations, and even the commercial sector for logistical support to get them ashore. 

 

GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
15. Navy Role For China's Carrier Later This Year 
(SHANGHAI DAILY 09 MAR 12) 

China's refitted aircraft carrier will begin serving in the navy officially this year, senior military officials said yesterday. 
 

16. South Koreans Fight For East Sea Designation 
(STARS AND STRIPES 09 MAR 12) ... Jon Rabiroff and Yoo Kyong Chang 

SEOUL — For South Koreans, the body of water off the peninsula’s eastern shore is the East Sea. 
 

17. Norwegian Government Parties Split On F-35 Costs 
(DEFENSE NEWS 08 MAR 12) ... Gerard O’Dwyer 

HELSINKI — Norway’s center-left government is showing signs of division on the recurring issue of the cost and affordability of 
the armed force’s fighter replacement program (FRP). 

 

PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
18. Navy Announces New Drug Testing Parameters After Year Of Record Low Positives 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 08 MAR 12) ... Navy Personnel Command Public Affairs 

MILLINGTON, Tenn. -- To align with new DoD policy announced in February, Navy will begin testing for more commonly 
abused prescription drugs during random urinalysis starting May 1. This follows a record low in Sailors testing positive for illicit drug 
use. 
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19. Proposal Prorates Tricare Hikes For Retirees 
(NAVY TIMES 08 MAR 12) ... Patricia Kime 

The Obama administration’s proposal for a means-based system for setting military retiree health care fees draws heavily on 
recommendations from a 2007 task force on military health care adjusted for gross retirement pay. 

 
20. Navy's Top Training Officer Visits SWOS 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 08 MAR 12) ... Lt. Steven Gonzalez, Surface Warfare Officers School Public Affairs 

NEWPORT, R.I. -- The commander of Naval Education and Training Command (NETC) visited the Surface Warfare Officers 
School in Newport for a familiarization tour March 5. 

 
21. Navy Streamlines Advanced Education For Senior Enlisted Sailors 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 08 MAR 12) ... Ed Barker, Naval Education and Training Command Public Affairs 

PENSACOLA, Fla. -- The chief of naval personnel announced funding for the FY-12 Advanced Education Voucher (AEV) 
program March 8, providing advanced education opportunities for top performing chief, senior chief and master chief petty officers. 

 
22. George Washington Sailors Receive Advancement Career Advice 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 08 MAR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Kaitlyn R. Breitkreutz and Mass Communication 
Specialist 3rd Class David A. Cox 

YOKOSUKA, Japan -- Sailors aboard the nuclear-powered aircraft carrier USS George Washington (CVN 73) concluded a three-
day career seminar hosted by several officials from the Navy's chief warrant officer (CWO) and limited duty officer (LDO) 
community. 

 
23. NAVSUP Celebrates Women's History Month 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 08 MAR 12) ... David Rea, Naval Supply Systems Command 

MECHANICSBURG, Pa. -- Naval Supply Systems Command (NAVSUP) hosted the deputy associate director for External 
Affairs, U.S. Office of Personnel Management as guest speaker for the Women's History Month observance ceremony March 7. 

 
24. Naval War College Student Returns From International Security Delegation 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 08 MAR 12) ... James E. Brooks, U.S. Naval War College Public Affairs 

Newport, R.I. -- A student from the U.S. Naval War College returned from Tokyo, Japan, March 8, where he served as a delegate 
of the Young Strategists Forum. 

 
25. USFF Announces 2011 Fleet Sea, Shore Sailors of the Year 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 09 MAR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Phil Beaufort, U.S. Fleet Forces Command Public 
Affairs 

NORFOLK -- Commander, U.S. Fleet Forces (USFF) Command announced the 2011 USFF Fleet Sea and Shore Sailors of the 
Year (SOY) during a ceremony March 8, on board Naval Station Norfolk. 

 
26. Peralta Medal Of Honor Case Goes Back To Navy 
Key question: Will they accept new material as fresh evidence? 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 08 MAR 12) ... Jeanette Steele 

Rep. Duncan Hunter, R-Alpine, plans to submit a letter to the Secretary of the Navy Ray Mabus today requesting that he reopen 
the Medal of Honor nomination of Sgt. Rafael Peralta, the 25-year-old San Diego Marine killed in Iraq in 2004. 

 

FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
27. Military Working to Meet New Strategy Amid Cuts 
(THE EPOCH TIMES 08 MAR 12) ... Joshua Philipp 

In coping with recent defense budget cuts by Congress-and the potential for billions more in automatic cuts beginning 2013-the 
U.S. military may find itself in a tight spot dealing with reduced funding while readying for a larger strategy. Amid this, military 
leaders are currently weighing in on how to adapt to the shift of focus to potential adversaries in the Asia-Pacific, outlined by 
President Barack Obama on Jan. 5. 

 
28. U.S. Defense Companies Should Remain Strong If No Sequestration 
(DEFENSE NEWS 08 MAR 12) ... Marcus Weisgerber and Zachary Fryer-Biggs 

Defense companies that survived broad cuts in the Pentagon’s 2013 budget proposal are likely to see their programs continue over 
the next five years barring additional reductions. 
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29. Pentagon Makes Slow Progress With Efficiency Efforts 
(DEFENSE NEWS 08 MAR 12) ... Marcus Weisgerber 

A Pentagon quest to chop $178 billion between 2012 and 2016 by getting leaner and instituting better business practices has hit a 
few speed bumps, but is advancing, according to the U.S. Defense Department’s top budget official. 

 
30. DoD Anticipates Better Price On Next F-35 Batch 
(DEFENSE NEWS 08 MAR 12) ... Marcus Weisgerber 

The U.S. Defense Department believes it could negotiate a lower deal for its next order of F-35 Joint Strike Fighter aircraft 
despite a decision to remove 179 jets from the Pentagon’s five-year spending plan. 

 
31. U.S. Delays Will Raise F-35 Fighter Price, Japan Deal Unchanged 
(REUTERS 08 MAR 12) ... Andrea Shalal-Esa 

WASHINGTON - The Pentagon on Thursday acknowledged that a delay in U.S. orders for 179 Lockheed Martin Corp F-35 
fighter jets would raise the cost of each new warplane in the short term, but said Lockheed still needed to continue driving its 
production costs. 

 
32. Pentagon Feeling Fuel Price Pinch 
(DEFENSE DAILY 09 MAR 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

The surge in fuel costs this year is putting a squeeze on the military and could cause some "serious" problems for the 2012 budget, 
the Pentagon's chief financial officer said yesterday. 

 
33. NASSCO Humming With Ship Repairs, Construction 
(SAN DIEGO UNION TRIBUNE 08 MAR 12) ... Gary Robbins 

General Dynamics-NASSCO, the last major shipbuilder on the West Coast, will be busy through the rest of the year, based on a 
work schedule issued by the company. Some of the work is being done at the main NASSCO yard in San Diego. The company also is 
collaborating on projects with nearby BAE San Diego Ship Repair and Continental Maritime on other projects. Here's a snapshot of 
what's going on and coming up. 

 
34. Shipyard To Undergo $38m Worth Of Energy, Structural Repairs 
(FOSTER (NH) DAILY DEMOCRAT 09 MAR 12) ... Jim Haddadin 

KITTERY, Maine — The U.S. Navy has awarded a $38 million contract for repairs and energy efficiency upgrades at Portsmouth 
Naval Shipyard. 

 
35. Attention Sailors And Marines – You Got A Problem? ONR’s TechSolutions Can Solve It! 
One Of The Best Kept Secrets In The Department Of The Navy 
(CHIPS 06 MAR 12) ... Sharon Anderson 

Does the annoying buzz from fluorescent lighting keep you up nights? Do you need assistive technology for night driving or to 
move from planning on paper to the ease of digital collaboration? 

 
36. Marines Boost Drone Program 
Expanded role highlights military’s emphasis on unmanned aerial vehicles 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 08 MAR 12) ... Gretel C. Kovach 

As the Marine Corps cuts about 10 percent of its forces in the next few years, it is adding personnel to its four drone squadrons 
and may create a fifth. 

 

BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
37. Congress Pushed On New Base Closings 
Defense Says It May Close Some Facilities If Congress Doesn’t Approve Proposal For More Base Closings 
(WASHINGTON POST 08 MAR 12) ... Steve Vogel 

Defense Department officials warned a House panel Thursday that if Congress does not approve the Obama administration’s 
proposal for two new rounds of base closings, the Pentagon will use existing authority to close some facilities. 

 
38. Pentagon: Base Closings Must Join Cuts To Troops 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 09 MAR 12) ... Bill Bartel 

Pentagon officials got a chilly reception Thursday from Republicans and Democrats on a military readiness subcommittee when 
they testified about two new rounds of base closings proposed by the Obama administration. 
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39. New Pathology Center Continues Quest For Top-Notch Care 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 08 MAR 12) ... Terri Moon Cronk 

SILVER SPRING, Md. – Pathology, the study of disease, has a new home in military medicine’s quest for top-notch care of 
service members, veterans and their families. 

 
40. U.S. Asks Japan For Additional $1.2 Billion To Move Marines To Guam 
(YOMIURI SHIMBUN 08 MAR 12) ... Kentaro Nakajima 

WASHINGTON -- The United States has asked for an increase in Japan's financial contribution to the transfer of U.S. Marines 
stationed in Okinawa Prefecture to Guam, requesting $4 billion instead of the $2.8 billion the sides agreed on in 2006, according to 
sources close to the bilateral talks. 

 

NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
41. Defense Health Agency: Next Step To Curb Medical Costs 
(MILITARY UPDATE 08 MAR 12) ... Tom Philpott 

Defense officials have asked Congress to approve a new governance structure for the military health care system that, like higher 
TRICARE fees, would help to curb what, for a decade, have been runaway medical costs, officials explained. 

 
42. Naval Academy To Explore Building Cybersecurity Center 
(ANNAPOLIS CAPITAL GAZETTE 08 MAR 12) ... Tina Reed 

Naval Academy officials say they will be studying what it will take to build a brick-and-mortar cyber center on the Yard. 
 

43. New Ads Pitch Marine Corps' Kinder, Gentler Side 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 09 MAR 12) ... Pauline Jelinek 

WASHINGTON — They've long been known as devil dogs, leathernecks and "the first to fight." But U.S. Marines, with their 
self-described expertise in "killing people and breaking things," now want to promote their kinder side as well. 

 
44. Deep-Sea Dive Is Nothing New For Navy 
(STARS AND STRIPES 08 MAR 12) ... Travis J. Tritten 

Filmmaker James Cameron announced Thursday he will attempt a potentially perilous dive to the deepest point in Earth’s oceans, 
the Challenger Deep near the U.S. territory of Guam. 

 

OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
45. Maryland Is Poised To Celebrate The War Of 1812 Bicentennial 
(SALISBURY (MD) TIMES 08 MAR 12) ... Sen. Ben Cardin 

As dawn broke on Sept. 14, 1814, a young Marylander named Francis Scott Key witnessed a unique display of American 
patriotism and tenacity that moved him to write a poem that would later become our national anthem, "The Star-Spangled Banner." 

 
46. Welcome To Your New Home 
(EVERETT (WA) HERALD 09 MAR 12) ... Editorial 

To the crew and families of the USS Nimitz: 
 

47. Sexual Violence And The Military 
(NEW YORK TIMES 09 MAR 12) ... Editorial 

The rate of sexual assaults on American women serving in the military remains intolerably high. While an estimated 17 percent of 
women in the general population become victims at some point in their lives, a 2006 study of female veterans financed by the 
Department of Veterans Affairs estimated that between 23 percent and 33 percent of uniformed women had been assaulted. Those 
estimates are borne out in other surveys, and a recent Pentagon report on sexual assaults at the service academies found that in the 
2010-11 academic year, cadets and midshipmen were involved in 65 reported assaults. 

 
48. No-Fly Deja Vu 
The United States has a strategic interest in the future of a Syria without Bashar Assad. 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 09 MAR 12) ... Editorial 

Senator John McCain is calling for a no-fly zone to protect desperate Arab civilians from being murdered by their own 
government. But the Obama Administration is reluctant to intervene militarily, and the Pentagon is especially outspoken in its 
opposition. "It's a big operation in a big country," the Secretary of Defense tells Congress. "Let's call a spade a spade: A no-fly zone 
begins with an attack ... to destroy the air defenses." 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Rules Adjust For Sailors, Marines 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 09 MAR 12) ... Editorials 

New rules designed to ensure Sailors and Marines are 
safe, healthy and fit indicate that the top brass are taking 
seriously the problems the military has experienced with 
alcohol abuse and sexual assaults. 

The biggest change announced this week: Breathalyzers 
will be used on ships and submarines. One of every six or 
eight of a ship's crew will be tested, with the focus on those 
overseeing critical components such as nuclear reactors. 

In addition, random testing will be done for synthetic 
marijuana. Every service member will receive training to 
prevent and intervene in sexual assaults. Fitness standards will 
apply to everyone - no exceptions. Higher standards for 
nutrition will be imposed in mess halls. Discounts for 
cigarettes will end at the exchanges. And families will receive 
greater flexibility in work schedules, including up to a year's 
deferment after the birth of a child. 

Navy Secretary Ray Mabus said the comprehensive 
initiative, "21st Century Sailor and Marine," will help to 
identify and correct problems before they lead to more serious 
social or professional ills. Rather than addressing piecemeal 
the issues of suicide, depression, domestic discord and sexual 
assaults, the military is taking a more holistic approach. 

The alcohol tests will be used only for training and 
prevention, Mabus said. By detecting those who show up for 
work with some alcohol in their system, particularly more than 

once, the Navy will be able to intervene, provide counseling 
and treatment. 

Thirteen of 20 recent commanding officer firings 
involved alcohol in some aspect, he said, noting that alcohol is 
also frequently a factor in sexual assaults and suicides. 

The training and intervention in sexual assaults are 
overdue. As was obvious with the revelation 14 months ago 
that an executive officer had produced sexually explicit and 
disrespectful training videos for his 6,000-member Enterprise 
crew - and that his superiors had failed to stop them - the 
culture has done too little to discourage crudeness, hostile 
work environments or sexual harassment. 

This week, in fact, as if to buoy the need for greater 
awareness and prosecution of sexual assaults, eight Sailors and 
Marines alleged in a federal lawsuit that they were raped, 
assaulted or harassed during their service and suffered 
retaliation when they reported it to their superiors. 

Mabus' initiative is intended to stop such behavior. It 
provides for full-time sexual assault program managers and 
investigators, improved reporting procedures to encourage 
victims to come forward and more aggressive prosecution of 
offenders. 

Some of the other rules will likely require a period of 
adjustment. Together, however, they make a career in the 
service more appealing to more people - and advance the 
supreme goal of military readiness. 

Return to Index 
 

2. 21st Century Sailor And Marine Overview 
(NAVY LIVE 08 MAR 12) ... Juan M. Garcia, Assistant Secretary of the Navy for Manpower and Reserve Affairs 

This is the first in a series of blog posts by Assistant 
Secretary of the Navy for Manpower and Reserve Affairs, the 
Honorable Juan M. Garcia, to provide more detail about the 
Navy’s 21st Century Sailor and Marine initiative. 

As the secretary mentioned, the overarching objective of 
the initiative is, after a decade of combat, to build Sailor and 
Marine resiliency and hone the most combat effective force in 
the history of the Department of the Navy. The department’s 
most important assets are its people and the initiative is about 
personal readiness and how we must preserve the skill and 
talent Sailors and Marines bring to the fight. 

Today’s Sailor faces the challenges of a global mission 
and meets them head on. The intent of the 21st Century Sailor 
and Marine initiative is to ensure Sailors and their families are 
equipped to meet both the physical and mental challenges of 
this demanding calling. Furthermore, the initiative supports 
the development of our Sailors and families through a variety 
of programs aimed at fostering a healthy lifestyle both on and 
off duty. 

In the coming days, Secretary Garcia will discuss in detail 
the five areas of 21st Century Sailor and Marine: Readiness, 
Safety, Physical Fitness, Inclusion and Continuum of Service. 

View Clip (RT: 0:57) 
Return to Index 
 

3. New Ships Will Account For Asia-Pacific Buildup, SECNAV Says 
(DEFENSE DAILY 09 MAR 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

The planned increase of the Navy's presence in the Asia-
Pacific region will largely be done by procuring new ships 
rather than by reducing the fleet in other vital areas of the 
world, Navy Secretary Ray Mabus said yesterday. 

Currently about 55 percent of the Navy's force is based in 
the Pacific while 45 percent is Atlantic oriented, but those 
numbers will "gradually" shift to more along the lines of 60 to 
40 percent favoring the Pacific as the Pentagon executes a new 
global strategy, Mabus said at a conference hosted by Credit 
Suisse in Arlington, Va. 

"We're going to try to do most of that from new builds," 
Mabus said. 

"We're going to be putting ships that are coming out of 
the shipyards into the Pacific, because we still have vast 
responsibilities, particularly in the Middle East." 

Part of the plan will be stationing at least one Littoral 
Combat Ship (LCS) in Singapore. Two LCSs have been 
delivered to the Navy. 
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Construction of 20 is already under contract with the 
builders of the two variants, Lockheed Martin and Austal 
USA. The Navy intends to build 55 in the long run. 

The Obama administration unveiled a revised global 
posture strategy in January that puts greater emphasis on the 
Asia-Pacific, even as the number of ships in the Navy's fleet in 
five years is expected to remain at today's level of about 285. 
Mabus said, however, he expects the fleet to reach 300 ships 
by 2019--below the 313 ships envisioned several years ago. 

The Navy is undergoing a review of its force structure 
following the administration's revised global strategy. Mabus 
said the Navy was working through the new 30-year 
shipbuilding plan and it would be released "very soon." 

A critical aspect of the plan will be incorporating the next 
generation of costly ballistic missile submarines (SSBN-X) 
while minimizing the impact on other shipbuilding programs, 
he said. In its fiscal 2013 budget proposal and five-year 
procurement plan outlined last month, the Navy said it would 
delay starting construction on the first SSBN-X vessel, 
originally planned for 2019, by two years. The move is 
estimated to save $4.3 billion over the next five years. 

The SSBN-Xs are to replace the Ohio -class fleet of 
boomers scheduled to begin retirement at the end of the next 
decade, but could also add significant pressure to the 
shipbuilding budget for other programs. 

"If we took that out of our normal shipbuilding account it 
would have a dramatic, adverse impact on the rest of the 
fleet," he said, before adding: "Not only on the rest of the 
fleet, but on the industrial base that builds the rest of the fleet--
including attack subs." 

Mabus said the Navy intends to sustain a shipbuilding rate 
that will keep the industrial base stable, but in return expected 
the contractors to bring ships in on time and budget, and to 
apply lessons learned from previous builds. He pointed out 

cost overruns on the ongoing construction of the Gerald R 
Ford (CVN-78) aircraft carrier, the first in the class of the 
same name being built by Huntington Ingalls Industries at its 
Newport News Shipbuilding yard in Virginia. 

Mabus said the Navy has been withholding fees that were 
to be paid to HII to account for the increased costs. 

He faulted the Pentagon's deviation from a plan 10 years 
ago to phase in all of the new technologies for the class over 
the first three ships to minimize risk. Instead, the Pentagon 
changed the plan and crammed all of the "brand new" systems 
into the first ship, thereby increasing the potential for technical 
problems and cost growth, he said. That added complexities 
that delayed not getting the construction contract done until 
2008 with only 30 percent of the design complete, he said. 

"That is not the way to build a ship. That is not the way to 
build a weapon system. It is not the way to build anything," 
Mabus said. "So now you have, understandably, cost 
overruns." 

The Navy's fiscal 2013 budget request seeks $811 million 
to pay for cost overruns on the Gerald R Ford, which is about 
halfway complete, and another $608.2 million for the first year 
of construction on the next carrier, the John F Kennedy (CVN-
79). 

The Gerald R Ford was projected to come in at a cost of 
about $11 billion. Rear Adm. Thomas Moore, the program 
executive officer for aircraft carriers, said media reports 
suggesting the ship could cost more than $12 billion were 
probably accurate. That figure, however, includes $3.7 billion 
in research and development costs and another $3.3 billion in 
design costs that will not be non-recurring and apply to the 
construction of the rest of the carriers in the class. 

Moore added the Navy has begun to rein in the cost 
growth. "We have some cost stability," he said. 

Return to Index 
 

4. Locklear Takes Over At U.S. Pacific Command 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 09 MAR 12) ... Audrey McAvoy 

HONOLULU — The commander of NATO-led 
operations that helped Libyan rebels overthrow Moammar 
Gadhafi is taking over as the top U.S. military commander in 
Asia and the Pacific. 

Adm. Samuel Locklear will succeed Adm. Robert Willard 
as head of the U.S. Pacific Command in a ceremony Friday at 
Camp H.M. Smith, a Marine base outside Honolulu where the 
command has its headquarters. 

Locklear comes to the position as the Obama 
administration implements as a new defense strategy that 
places more emphasis on Asia in recognition of the region's 
growing economic importance and China's rise as a military 
power. 

Under the strategy announced in January, the U.S. plans 
to expand its alliances and develop India as a long-term 
strategic partner. 

Locklear last month told the Senate Armed Services 
Committee at his confirmation hearing that China's military 
buildup is a source of strategic uncertainty. He described the 
current military relationship as "cooperative but competitive." 

"It would be my plan to in every way possible improve 
our military-to-military relationship, with the recognition that 
there are things we won't agree on, that greater transparency is 

for the good of all of us to avoid miscalculation," Locklear 
told the committee. 

Willard, the outgoing commander, has said that U.S.-
China military ties have been maintained at a senior level but 
China is reluctant to have tactical and operational ties with the 
U.S. 

In the past, Beijing has stymied bilateral military 
exchanges in response to U.S. arms sales to the self-governing 
island of Taiwan, which China considers a renegade province. 

Defense Secretary Leon Panetta said Locklear brings 
"great talents" to his new job, and praised the admiral's 
performance during the campaign against Gadhafi's forces. He 
noted some questioned whether the operation could succeed. 

"Bringing that many nations together to go after targets in 
Libya and be able to coordinate that, to develop targets and 
then distribute those targets to various countries — that's a 
huge responsibility," Panetta told reporters in Hawaii on 
Thursday. "And yet, Sam Locklear was able to put that 
operation together." 

Locklear graduated from the U.S. Naval Academy in 
1977. He has commanded the U.S. 3rd Fleet and the Nimitz 
aircraft carrier strike group. 
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Most recently he commanded U.S. Navy in Europe and 
Africa. 

The Pacific Command is responsible for an area 
stretching from the U.S. West Coast to India. It oversees some 

325,000 military and civilian personnel — about one-fifth of 
the military's payroll. 
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5. Final Deployment Of Big "E" Marks End Of Era 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 08 MAR 12) ... Kate Wiltrout 

NORFOLK - In the coming days, the flight deck and 
hangar bay of the aircraft carrier Enterprise will grow crowded 
with the hardware of military might: helicopters, 
reconnaissance planes, fighter jets and bombs. 

Thursday, three days before the ship heads out on 
deployment to the Mediterranean and Arabian Gulf, the 3.5 
acre hangar bay – a cavernous space one level below the flight 
deck – resembled a commercial warehouse. At one end, giant 
pallets of burlap bags competed for space with shrink-wrapped 
boxes of fresh eggs, cases of oranges and watermelons, and 
stacks of file cabinets. 

Sailors crossed the brow carrying bulging seabags, crisply 
pressed dress uniforms, even bicycles and golf clubs. 
Tempering the typical buzz of a ship about to deploy was the 
realization this will be the last time the Enterprise comes to 
life this way. The 51-year-old ship – the world’s first nuclear-
powered carrier – will leave the Navy’s fleet weeks after it 
returns home this fall. 

Capt. Bill Hamilton, the ship’s commanding officer, said 
the 4,400 Sailors deploying on Sunday know they’re making 
history, but they’re focused on the job at hand. 

“This is not going to be a port-to-port soiree,” Hamilton 
said in an interview on the flight deck. “It’s going to be very 
much a working deployment. This is the final deployment, and 
we get all sentimental and things, but we’re going over there 
to do the nation’s business.” 

For the five ships that make up the Enterprise strike 
group, that business could include everything from airstrikes 
in Afghanistan to patrolling for pirates off the Horn of Africa 
to rescuing mariners in distress and providing humanitarian 
aid. 

Add in civil unrest in Syria and tension over Iran, and 
there’s no telling what’s in store. 

That’s why Hamilton has emphasized the importance of 
flexibility to his crew. Many of the Sailors were aboard for the 
ship’s six-month deployment last year, Hamilton said, so they 
know the vagaries of serving aboard the Navy’s oldest active 
warship. 

He compares the ship to a 50-year-old human body: it 
takes a little more time to get up and moving in the morning, 
and a little more attention to stay healthy. 

That’s why the Enterprise’s propulsion plants – fueled by 
eight nuclear reactors – started coming online Tuesday night. 
The ship is gradually converting to its self-made power, 
instead of relying on steam and electricity from shore. 

“When you have a 50-year-old ship, you want to leave 
yourself some time,” he said. “The good news is I have some 
awfully, awfully good people.” 

View Gallery (6 Photos) 
 
 

Broadcast Clip - USS Enterprise Crew Talks Final 
Mission 

Carrier deploys Sunday 
(WAVY NBC NORFOLK 08 MAR 12) Art Kohn 
NORFOLK, Va. - The world's first nuclear aircraft 

carrier, the USS Enterprise, is scheduled to leave Norfolk 
Sunday for it's final deployment. 

WAVY.com spoke with the leadership of the Enterprise 
Strike Group who say the ship's final mission is a fitting end to 
the "Big E's" combat record. 

USS Enterprise CPO Stephen White said, "...actually 
making and writing history." 

White's military career began on the Enterprise in 1995 
when he was ordered to the carrier for his first deployment. He 
volunteered for the carrier's last. 

"I can think of no greater honor than to come back to the 
first ship I ever served on and finish my career...," White said. 

Most of the Sailors serving aboard the USS Enterprise are 
less than half the age of their ship. The Big E was launched in 
1960 at Newport News Shipbuilding. 

Despite the history surrounding this final deployment, 
make no mistake, her orders have little to do with nostalgia. 

The eyes of many nations will be on the Enterprise and 
her airwing as they complete this combat deployment. 

RADM Walter Carter, Jr., said, "This is what we do in the 
United States Navy. We sail the seas of the world, and we go 
where we're needed." 

The Carrier Strike Group is needed in the strait of 
Hormuz to answer threats from Iran too close to the vital 
shipping lane. 

USS Enterprise Commanding Officer Captain Bill 
Hamilton said, "The crew understands what's at stake and I 
think we'll do just fine." 

The USS Abraham Lincoln passed through the Strait of 
Hormuz twice last month, despite warnings from Iran to stay 
clear. I asked the Captain of the Enterprise about the 
continuing threats from Iran. 

Hamilton added, "I've got orders telling me to go through 
the Straits of Hormuz, and so we're gonna do it." 

View Clip (RT: 2:07) 
Broadcast Clip - USS Enterprise prepares to go on 

final deployment Sunday 
(WTKR CBS NORFOLK 08 MAR 12) Eric Levy 
The USS Enterprise is about to deploy on its final mission 

ever. 
"This is what we do in the United States Navy. We sail 

the seas of the world and we go where we're needed,” says 
Rear Admiral Walter Carter. 

It’s done that 21 times during the ship's half century life. 
Sunday’s 7-month deployment will be its 22nd. It will be the 
last. 

View Clip (RT: 1:51) 
Return to Index 
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CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
6. Last Voyage For 'Big E' 
The venerable USS Enterprise, 50 years old and one of a kind, is scheduled to depart Sunday on its historic 
final deployment 
(NEWPORT NEWS DAILY PRESS 09 MAR 12) ... Hugh Lessig 

NAVAL STATION NORFOLK — The problem of the 
moment aboard the USS Enterprise was not the crossfire in 
Syria or rumblings in Iran. It concerned a coupling for an air 
conditioner unit. 

Ordering a replacement was out of the question. The 
government doesn’t have an online parts store for this one-of-
a-kind, 50-year-old aircraft carrier. A new coupling had to be 
manufactured from scratch. 

Enter Petty Officer 2nd Class Michael Petronio, the 
leading petty officer in the machine shop of the Enterprise. 

“We manufacture any kind of custom part you can’t find,” 
he said. “They just don’t make them. So we piece it together, 
measure it and create a duplicate, so to speak.” 

As the Enterprise prepares to leave Sunday for its final 
deployment to a dangerous part of the world, the skill of 
Petronio and his sailors will be as vital to the mission as that 
of fighter pilots, communications officers and senior 
command staff. 

Capt. William Hamilton, the Enterprise commander, said 
his sailors take a special pride in keeping the aging ship up 
and running. Much of the time, they end up doing it the way 
Petronio described: Making something to fit. 

“Life is hard on the Enterprise,” Hamilton said, chatting 
with reporters on the windy flight deck. “But when they leave 
here, they leave here knowing if they can do this, they can do 
anything.” 

It isn’t just couplings for air conditioning units. It could 
be a stuck valve or a fouled electrical component. For a ship 
that has been plying the seas since the 1962 Cuban Missile 
Crisis, components can fail without warning. It’s what the 
skipper called the “unknown unknowns.” 

“Something that was working a month ago and you turn it 
on – you have no idea that something is going to be wrong,” 
he said. 

Gazing across the water, he set eyes on the USS George 
H.W. Bush, the newest carrier in the U.S. fleet. 

“It’s the same for all carriers, but as you can imagine, the 
Bush over the there – shiny, new Bush – the unknown 
unknowns are far less than they are here,” he said. 

Preparations for the seven-month deployment were in full 
swing Thursday as the Navy invited reporters aboard for a 
look around the ship. Sailors scurried back and forth in the 
hangar bay, moving pallets that contained everything from 

eggs to office chairs. Another group of pallets held 1,000 
burlap bags, packed tightly in – what else? – more burlap. 

Up on the flight deck, Petty Officer 1st Class Brian 
Dennis said this carrier presents a different challenge for him 
as the flight deck petty officer. The shape of the deck is 
different from Nimitz-class carriers. Still, he’s more than 
happy to be a part of the final deployment.. 

“It’s big history,” he said. “Being part of this last 
deployment, it’ll be something I can tell my children and 
grandchildren.” 

Dennis has another reason to feel good about this ship. He 
hails from Cairo, Ga., the hometown of Gene Roddenberry, 
the creator of “Star Trek.” Yes, this petty officer is also a fan 
of that Enterprise. 

“Being from Cairo, that’s like real huge, too,” he said, 
smiling. 

For all the talk about repairs and aging parts, the officers 
and crew said they recognize what might await them in the 
Mediterranean Sea and Persian Gulf. 

The Enterprise will be along the first line of response for 
humanitarian crises, pirate hostage scenarios and the ever-
present possibility of a major international flare-up involving 
Syria or Iran. 

Rear Adm. Walter E. “Ted” Carter Jr. commands Carrier 
Strike Group 12. He will head to sea with the Enterprise as his 
flagship and backed by the might of three Norfolk-based 
guided-missile destroyers — the USS Porter, USS Nitze and 
USS James E. Williams – along with the guided-missile 
cruiser USS Vicksburg, departing Naval Station Mayport on 
Friday. 

Part of the group’s job will be “presence missions,” Carter 
said. 

“It’s a deterrence to those who are potential enemies,” he 
said, “but also an assurance to those who are coalition and 
friends.” 

Petty Officer Second Class Justin Woodard, an aircraft 
handler, will be directing fighter jets to their respective 
positions on the flight deck. 

“My thoughts are just to keep my mind on God while we 
go through this,” he said. “We’re going into the land of the 
unknown. We don’t know what’s going to happen over there.” 

View Clip (1:30) 
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7. Pentagon Says Aims To Keep Asia Power Balance 
(REUTERS 08 MAR 12) ... Jim Wolf 

WASHINGTON - The United States is shifting more 
military muscle, including another aircraft carrier, to the 
Pacific to protect the status quo in a region facing China's 
growing clout, the Pentagon's second-ranking official said on 
Thursday. 

In coming years, 60 percent of U.S. Navy ships will be in 
the Pacific, up from 52 percent now, including a net increase 
of one carrier to six, Deputy Defense Secretary Ashton Carter 
told an industry conference hosted by Credit Suisse and 
McAleese and Associates, a consultancy. 
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The U.S. Army and Marine Corps are also working on 
stepped-up rotations, "so they'll be seeing more of the U.S. 
Army in the Asia Pacific region not less," Carter said. 

Elaborating on military priorities that President Barack 
Obama announced in January, Carter said U.S. forces had 
played a crucial role in preventing conflict in the Pacific 
region for roughly the last 60 years. 

"We don't want that to change. We want to continue to 
have that role and that's really what our investments are aimed 
at," Carter said when asked whether the goal was to pre-empt, 
deter or hedge against China. 

Navy Secretary Raymond Mabus, speaking to the 
conference after Carter, said the Navy planned to achieve the 
buildup using new ships as they roll out of shipyards. 

Beijing in recent years has asserted territorial claims in 
the South China Sea and East China Sea more aggressively. 

In response, the United States is laying the groundwork 
for a more widely distributed footprint in Asia through 
strengthened alliances and partnerships, including with 
Australia, Singapore and the Philippines. 

Carter cited a range of upgrades and new programs that he 
said were directed to the region, including radar sets, 
antisubmarine warfare improvements and development of a 
new long-range, nuclear-capable bomber. The programs were 
largely outlined in a five-year spending request that Obama 
sent to Congress last month. 

The United States also is moving to protect fixed bases in 
the region, he said. Such installations are increasingly 
vulnerable to Chinese ballistic missiles, according to the 
Pentagon. 
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8. Panetta: U.S. Has Potential Military Plans For Iran 
(NATIONAL JOURNAL 08 MAR 12) ... Yochi J. Dreazen 

The Pentagon is preparing an array of military options for 
striking Iran if hard-hitting diplomatic and economic sanctions 
fail to persuade Tehran to drop its nuclear ambitions, Defense 
Secretary Leon Panetta told National Journal in an interview 
on Thursday. 

Panetta said such planning had been under way “for a 
long time,” a reflection of the Obama administration’s 
mounting concern over Iran’s continued progress towards a 
nuclear weapon. 

In the interview, Panetta said he didn’t believe Israeli 
leaders had made up their minds about whether to order a 
high-risk raid against Iran’s nuclear facilities. Panetta, 
President Obama, and an array of other senior U.S. military 
and civilian officials have counseled Israel to give the 
sanctions more time to work before resorting to military force. 
They’ve also warned that an attack would set Iran’s nuclear 
program back only by a few years, a high price to pay for the 
inevitably violent Iranian retaliation likely to follow. 

“As the president himself has said, I don’t believe they’ve 
made a final decision here,” Panetta told NJ. “I feel confident 
that they really are seriously weighing all of the ramifications 
of how best to deal with Iran.” 

Panetta said in the interview that a unilateral Israeli strike 
against Iran would be less effective than one conducted by the 
U.S., which has a significantly larger air force and an array of 
advanced weapons more powerful than any possessed by the 
Jewish state. An American strike doesn’t appear imminent; 
Panetta and Obama have said that "all options are on the table" 
when it comes to ending Iran’s nuclear push, but the 
administration has made clear that it prefers to use diplomatic 
and economic pressure against Iran instead of resorting to 
military force. 

“If they decided to do it there’s no question that it would 
have an impact, but I think it’s also clear that if the United 
States did it we would have a hell of a bigger impact,” Panetta 
said in the interview. 

The comments came one day after Panetta told the Senate 
Armed Services Committee that the U.S. was reviewing 
“possible military options” for an armed intervention into 
Syria, underscoring the real possibility that Washington could 
soon find itself embroiled in a pair of new -- and risky -- 
Mideast conflicts. 

Asked in Thursday’s interview if the Pentagon was 
conducting similar planning for strikes on Iran, Panetta didn’t 
hesitate. “Absolutely,” he said. 

The Defense chief stressed that the administration didn’t 
simply believe that Iran’s nuclear push posed a threat to Israel. 
Washington, he said, also saw Iran’s efforts as a direct threat 
to the U.S. 

“I think they’re serious about the threat that they view 
from Iran and its impact on Israel,” Panetta said in the 
interview. “I think they also understand that we view Iran as a 
threat to our security as well.” 

Panetta’s remarks echoed his tough talk on Iran earlier 
this week. Speaking to a powerful pro-Israel lobby on 
Tuesday, Panetta said that “if all else fails, we will act” to 
prevent Iran from obtaining nuclear weapons. 

“Let me be clear -- we do not have a policy of 
containment,” he told the crowd. “We have a policy of 
preventing Iran from acquiring nuclear weapons.” 

In his remarks to the American Israel Public Affairs 
Committee, Panetta said Obama's new budget requests $3.1 in 
security assistance to Israel, a sharp increase over the $2.5 
billion provided in 2008. He also noted that the administration 
had committed more than $650 million in U.S. funding for 
Israeli missile defense, double the Bush administration's 
pledge of $320 million over the same period. Panetta spoke of 
Iran repeatedly in his speech, but didn't mention the country 
by name in that portion of his remarks. Still, his concern about 
Iran came through loud and clear there as well. In Thursday's 
interview, it came through even clearer. 

Return to Index 
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9. Bunker-Buster Bomb Eyed For Possible Iran Use, General Says 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 08 MAR 12) ... Tony Capaccio 

The Pentagon’s biggest bunker-buster bomb is among the 
weapons that could be used in a potential attack on Iran’s 
nuclear facilities, U.S. Lieutenant General Herbert Carlisle 
said. 

The 30,000-pound bomb, called a Massive Ordnance 
Penetrator, is included along with cyber measures in U.S. 
capabilities, Carlisle said today in discussing the conceptual 
approach being taken by Pentagon planners for possible 
military action in the effort to stop Iran’s nuclear program. 

“Cyber is a domain,” Carlisle, the Air Force’s deputy 
chief for operations and plans, said at an industry conference 
in Arlington, Virginia. “There is offensive cyber operations 
and defensive cyber operations,” he said without elaboration. 

President Barack Obama said March 6 there is a “window 
of opportunity” for diplomacy and sanctions to compel Iran to 
give up any effort to develop nuclear weapons before military 
action might be needed. 

Describing an array of U.S. military options, Carlisle said, 
“All these things are on the table and being thought about as 
we do operational planning.” 

Boeing Co. (BA)’s bomb, designed to used against 
underground bunkers, has “great capability and we are 
continuing to make it better,” he said. “It is part of our arsenal 
if it is needed in that kind of scenario.” 

The Pentagon won congressional approval last month to 
shift $81.6 million in funds to improve the bunker-buster 
bomb. 

Carlisle made his remarks in explaining how the Air 
Force and Navy’s two-year-old Air-Sea Battle concept for 
conducting joint combat in heavily defended areas such as the 
Middle East or near China was relevant to planning for 
military options in Iran. 

The air-sea concept doesn’t depend solely on naval 
forces, he said. “There is space capability. There is cyber 
capability” as well as stealthy aircraft and other platforms, he 
said. 
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10. USS Ford Conducts Operational Transit On Alternative Fuel Blend 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 09 MAR 12) ... Naval Sea Systems Command Office of Corporate Communications 

SAN DIEGO -- USS Ford (FFG 54) successfully transited 
from the ship's homeport in Everett, Wash., to San Diego, 
March 2, using 25,000 gallons of a 50/50 algae-derived, 
hydro-processed algal oil and petroleum F-76 blend in the 
ships LM 2500 gas turbines. 

USS Ford's transit on the algal blend marks the first 
demonstration of the alternative fuel blend in an operational 
fleet ship. 

"We've done basically every range of research vessel we 
could test: the experimental riverine command boat; the Naval 
Academy's yard patrol; a landing craft utility, a landing craft 
air cushion amphibious, and self defense test ship," said 
Richard Leung, Naval Sea Systems Command (NAVSEA) 
Navy Fuels engineering manager. "Each test has brought us a 
little closer to the upcoming Green Strike Group 
demonstration set for later this year." 

Meeting the secretary of the Navy's call for a drop-in fuel 
replacement, no changes were required to the infrastructure of 
the ship or fueling pier for the test. The blended fuel was 
stationed on a barge in Puget Sound off Bremerton, Wash., 
and immediately available to the Ford for testing. 

"We didn't embark any personnel or instrumentation for 
the transit because we wanted to minimize impact to the ship's 
normal operations and because we weren't conducting the 
same quantitative tests and analysis we've done previously," 
said Leung. "Instead, we provided the ship's engineers a list of 

fuel and engine performance system questions and parameters, 
so they could provide feedback on how the ship performed 
using the blend as compared to its typical fuel." 

The ship burned all 25,000 gallons during the transit, and 
according to Leung, feedback from the ship's engineers was 
favorable. 

"The crew reported no change in their typical procedures 
when receiving, handling, or processing the biofuel, and said 
operational performance of the fuel system and gas turbine 
engines on the blend was almost identical to operations on 
traditional F-76," said Leung. 

"Having feedback from the Ford's engineers is extremely 
useful as we move forward with validating the algal oil blend, 
and as we prepare for the upcoming Green Strike Group 
demonstration later this year," said Greg Toms, NAVSEA 
technical warrant holder for Fuels and Lubricants. "We'll 
again be limited on the data we can collect during that event 
and will ask similar questions to continue measuring 
operational user feedback." 

NAVSEA's alternative fuels efforts help the Navy 
increase energy security, safeguard the environment, and 
support the secretary of the Navy's goals to demonstrate a 
green strike group by 2012, deploy the "Great Green Fleet" in 
2016, and obtain 50 percent of the Fleet's liquid fuel from 
alternative sources by 2020. 
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11. Swift Completes HSV-Southern Partnership Station 2012 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 08 MAR 12) ... Lt. Matthew Comer, High Speed Vessel-Southern Partnership Station 2012 Public Affairs 

MAYPORT, Fla. -- High Speed Vessel Swift (HSV 2) 
arrived in Mayport, Fla., March 8, marking the completion of 
its four-month HSV-Southern Partnership Station 2012 (HSV-
SPS 12) mission. 

While on deployment, Swift visited the Dominican 
Republic, El Salvador, Guatemala, Peru, Panama and Haiti, 
working with local communities, governments and militaries 
to build partnerships throughout Central and South America, 
and the Caribbean. 
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All branches of the U.S. military service are represented 
on board Swift. Specialists from the Seabees, the Marines 
Corps, medical and veterinary fields, Naval Criminal 
Investigative Service (NCIS), Expeditionary Security Team 
(EST), and Maritime Civil Affairs Team (MCAT) were aboard 
Swift for this mission. 

"This deployment gave the crew of the Swift an 
opportunity to work side-by-side with our partner nations," 
said Cmdr. Garry Wright, HSV-SPS 12 mission commander. 
"Each port we pulled into represented a new culture and 
perspective, and learning from these experiences makes us 
better Sailors, Soldiers, Marines and Airmen." 

Seabees from Naval Mobile Construction Battalion 
(NMCB 23) and Marines from U.S. Marine Forces South 
(MARFORSOUTH) completed construction projects in each 
port stop. The team refurbished or rebuilt nine schools, one 
medical clinic and two recreation facilities, working with more 
than 60 partner engineers from Guatemala, Peru and 
Indonesia. The 12 projects totaled $81,000 and will impact 
more than 5,000 students throughout South and Central 
America, and the Caribbean. 

"The work we did will have a lasting impact on the 
communities we visited," said Chief Construction Electrician 
Andrew Nickerson, assistant-officer in charge (AOIC) of the 
NMCB 23 detachment. "In each community we met the 
students and the teachers at our worksites. The friendships we 
made will stay with us after this deployment." 

Marines from Swift completed a total of 416 hours of 
work with 178 Marines, Airman, Naval Special Forces and 
National police. The subject matter expert exchange covered 
topics including land navigation, marksmanship, first aid, 
leadership, and human rights. The partnerships included 
Dominican airmen and marines; Salvadoran marines; 
Guatemalan special forces and paratroopers; Peruvian marines 
and Haitian national police. 

"It was great to operate with the marines and special 
forces from the countries we visited," said, U.S. Marine Cpl. 
Bradley Brower, assigned to the HSV-SPS 12 Marine 

detachment. "Every marine corps we worked with reinforced 
what it means to be a Marine." 

Swift's three-person Naval Criminal Investigative Service 
(NCIS) worked with 222 military security and law 
enforcement officials during the deployment. The team 
focused on identifying suspicious persons, inspecting 
buildings and vehicles, and increasing awareness while 
standing duty. 

"Our goal was to increase security awareness and 
cooperation with our partner countries as it relates to drug 
trafficking and terrorism," said Lt.j.g. Dylan Harmon, NCIS 
OIC. "It was a success. In each country, we learned as much 
from our peers as they did us." 

The Air Force and Army medical and veterinary teams 
worked with more than 300 medical and veterinary personal 
throughout HSV-SPS 12. The medical teams covered topics 
including basic-life-saving (BLS), advanced-life-saving, 
tropical disease, vaccination, and gastrointestinal disorders. 
The veterinary team worked with military working dogs, 
farmers, and veterinarians to increase the level of care 
provided to local animals. 

"It is amazing to see the work these doctors and clinics 
are doing with the resources they have," said Air Force Maj. 
Brant Lutsi, medical team OIC aboard Swift. "Medical 
information and practices are always changing and evolving, 
so every opportunity we have to discuss our practices and 
procedures increases patient care." 

During its deployment Swift offloaded more than $6 
million of Project Handclasp materials throughout the 
deployment. Four million dollars of materials were delivered 
during Swift's visit to Cap-Haitien, Haiti, Feb. 16. Project 
Handclasp is a U.S. Navy program that accepts and transports 
educational, humanitarian and goodwill material donated by 
America's private sector on a space available basis aboard U.S. 
Navy ships for distribution to foreign nation recipients. 

"The coordination and cooperation with the host nation 
really makes Project Handclasp a success," said Wright. 
"Handclasp demonstrates how the private sector and 
government can work together to make a difference." 
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12. USS Simpson And HSL-60 Use Fire Scout UAV 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 08 MAR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Felicito Rustique, Navy Public Affairs Support 
Element-East Detachment Europe 

USS SIMPSON, Gulf of Guinea -- Guided-missile frigate 
USS Simpson (FFG 56) has the Unmanned Aerial Vehicle 
(UAV), MQ-8B Fire Scout embarked for solo missions, a U.S. 
Navy first during a full deployment, March 7. 

The Fire Scout is the Navy's only unmanned aircraft to 
operate on land and at sea. The Fire Scout is a vertical take-off 
and landing UAV capable of carrying out surveillance, 
tracking and targeting missions. 

Lt. Cmdr. Darren Capo is the officer-in-charge of 
Helicopter Anti-Submarine Squadron Light Six Zero (HSL-
60), the "Jaguars,” the detachment embarked on Simpson that 
maintains and flies the Fire Scout. 

"There are benefits to flying from inside a ship," said 
Capo, who's previously flown the SH-60B Sea Hawk 
helicopter, about taking on his latest assignment. 

Flying the Fire Scout has been a completely new 
experience, especially physically. 

"When you're done, your ears don't ring from noise and 
vibration and you're not soaked in sweat like you are after 
flying a long helicopter mission," said Capo. 

Two people operate the Fire Scout during flight, an air 
vehicle operator (AVO) and a mission payload operator 
(MPO). Both the AVO and MPO sit at control stations next to 
each other in the same room. 

"Nothing can beat the sensation of flying a helicopter, but 
flying the Fire Scout is really cool knowing that you're on the 
cutting edge of technology," said Capo. 

The AVO is responsible for the overall current mission, 
navigation and system safety of the Fire Scout's airframe. The 
MPO is responsible for operating the Fire Scout's built-in 
surveillance camera and communicating with the AVO to get 
the best shots needed during a mission. 

"It's much like a video game with a trackball, keyboard 
and two monitors to handle all the open windows," Capo said 
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about operating the Fire Scout as an AVO. "It's very 
interesting if you're willing to learn new ways of flying." 

Capo also said the future of air warfare will include a 
large contribution from UAVs. 

"The Fire Scout is a truly remarkable piece of equipment 
that will make its mark on naval aviation for years to come," 
said Capo. "The capabilities and freedom from risk of human 
life are significant benefits to employing the Fire Scout." 

HSL-60 embarked on Simpson with two Fire Scouts and a 
crew of 15 maintainers; three aircrew act as MPOs and four 
pilots act as AVOs. 

"So far it's been good working with the Fire Scout's 
system," said Aviation Machinist's Mate 2nd Class Jonathan 
Moody, one of HSL-60's maintainers working with the Fire 
Scout. "I'm glad to be involved with something that's part of 
the Navy's future and a growing portion of intelligence 
gathering." 

"I see the Fire Scout as a risk mitigator," said Moody, 
who volunteered from his parent command in San Diego to 
embark with HSL-60 specifically to have a chance to work 
with the Fire Scout. "It gives you all that you can get from a 
manned aircraft, but with no exposure to danger for the air 
crew." 

Moody often works with a laptop right next to the Fire 
Scout before and after launch and recoveries. He said such 
interfacing makes his job of running aircraft diagnostics much 
easier. 

"Having a computer to assist with aircraft diagnostics is 
more maintenance-friendly than without," said Moody. "It 
allows you to find problems quickly and easily because all 
pertinent information is displayed on the monitor right in front 
of you, at a moment's notice." 

Moody, like Capo, said he recognizes the larger role 
UAVs will play in the Navy's future, but he believes UAVs 
will not completely replace manned aircraft. 

"UAVs should be an addition to the Navy and work 
alongside manned aircraft," said Moody, "but we still need 
manned aircraft for operations like Search and Rescue at sea." 

The Fire Scout was first deployed in 2009 aboard guided-
missile frigate, USS McInerney (FFG 8), in 2009. Since then it 
has exceeded 2,000 hours of real-time intelligence, 
surveillance and reconnaissance to support U.S. and allied 
troops in northern Afghanistan. 

Simpson, homeported out of Mayport, Fla. is currently 
conducting theater security cooperation and maritime security 
operations in the Naval Forces Africa area of responsibility. 

Return to Index 
 

13. In Cambodia, Short On Supplies, Seabees Help Marines Build Training Range 
(VENTURA COUNTY (CA) STAR 08 MAR 12) ... HM1 Joshua Easterday 

CAMBODIA Seabees from U.S. Naval Mobile 
Construction Battalion (NMCB) 40, Detail Cambodia, worked 
side by side with U.S. Marines clearing debris to build a small 
arms training range in Cambodia. 

Marines from the 11th Marine Expeditionary Unit (MEU) 
will be conducting an annual Marine Exercise, and the 
Seabees of Fighting 40 are making it happen in spite of limited 
heavy equipment. 

The area will be used by U.S. and Cambodian military 
personnel for training. The project includes the clearing of 
5,000 square meters of material, including rocks, trees, dirt 
and other debris and leveling out the earth to create a suitable 
flat surface for the range. 

“We are happy to be able to help the Marines with this 
project as it will not only help our guys but the Cambodians as 
well,” said Construction Mechanic 3rd Class Joshua Embry. 

The range project presents a small problem for the detail 
due to their limited Civil Engineering Support Equipment 
(CESE), said Equipment Operator 3rd Class Joshua Roberts. 

“We need heavy equipment out here to really make a dent 
in this project,” he said. 

Equipment Operator 2nd Class David Marler, project 
crew leader, said he feels the crew is making good progress 
and expressed his appreciation for their hard efforts. 

Detail Cambodia Seabees continue to make progress and 
hope to further their efforts with the addition of the Marines’ 
bulldozers and excavator. 
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14. Marines Will Depend On Army, Allies, Private Sector To Get Ashore 
(AOL DEFENSE 08 MAR 12) ... Sydney J. Freedberg Jr. 

Going back to the future ain't easy. After a decade largely 
spent waging land wars in Afghanistan and Iraq, the U.S. 
Marine Corps wants to reemphasize large-scale amphibious 
operations, like its recent "Bold Alligator" exercise. But to do 
that in the face of rising threats, shrinking budgets, and limited 
assets, they're going to have to rely not only on their 
traditional partners in the U.S. Navy but increasingly on the 
Army, friendly nations, and even the commercial sector for 
logistical support to get them ashore. 

"As time goes on, we're going to get driven to more 
commercial solutions," Marine Lt. Col. Dutch Bertholf, a Joint 
Staff planner, told participants at the Marine Corps' annual 
"Expeditionary Warrior" wargame, as he displayed a slide 
showing the projected decline in the Navy's logistics fleet after 
2020. Already, he noted, "we got to see this a bit in Haiti," 
where the U.S. hired contractors to bridge the gap in 

earthquake response until its over-committed military assets 
could arrive. "Part of the future will be looking at commercial 
industry to help us out...especially as we become more fiscally 
challenged," he said: Commercial shippers use tugs, barges, 
and other equipment to move goods all the time, including 
through the kind of austere or non-existent port facilities that 
the Marines expect to encounter in Third World countries, and 
the government can hire them as needed without having to pay 
the ownership cost. 

The Corps' interest in help from foreign militaries was 
also strongly in evidence at Expeditionary Warrior. The 
fictional scenario included key roles for Spanish and 
Australian forces, while a glance around the real-life 
participants revealed uniforms not just from traditional allies 
like the United Kingdom, Canada, and Japan but also from 
Singapore, Brazil, and even Finland. "We're doing several 
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things here a little bit different this year," said Brig. Gen. John 
Bullard, deputy chief of the Marine Corps Combat 
Development Command, in a roundtable with reporters. "First 
off, it's an unclassified wargame. We did it in an unclassified 
venue [in large part to] pull in a lot of international officers 
and international participation." 

Then there's the Army, itself a foreign culture as far as 
some jarheads are concerned. While the Army has signed over 
its share of the Joint High Speed Vessel (JHSV) program to 
the Navy, it retains its own fleet of boats, landing craft, and 
even a 313-foot-long small ship called the Logistics Support 
Vessel (LSV). "The Army's going to hold onto its watercraft," 
Bertholf said in a response to a question about potential 
consolidation. There are two reasons: First, the Army has a 
huge logistical role in supporting the other services; second, it 
needs to deal with lakes and rivers that the Navy may not 
reach. 

So while the Navy has the big transport ships, the Army 
provides many of the workhorse boats essential to shuttling 
supplies from those ships to the shore in the absence of well-
developed ports (something called "Joint Logistics Over The 
Shore," or JLOTS). That's increasingly essential given the 
proliferation of mines, anti-ship cruise missiles, suicide boats, 

and other threats that may force the larger ships to stay further 
out to sea. 

To set up improvised ports where none exists, like the 
famous "Mulberry" floating harbor built after D-Day, both 
services have modular floating causeways that snap together, 
Lego-style, to form piers, docks, and other facilities. "You're 
only limited by your imagination," Bertholf said – although 
making the two services' build-a-port kits compatible with 
each other is still a work in progress. Both services also have 
systems to pump fuel, the lifeblood of modern ground forces, 
from ship to shore, including a custom-built Navy ship, the 
Wheeler, that anchors itself eight miles out as a floating 
pumping station for commercial oil tankers to pull up to. 

The Military Sealift Command also boasts crane ships, for 
unloading cargo vessels where no dock exists – or even at sea, 
onto smaller craft for transfer to shore – and the Navy has just 
begun building the first of three Mobile Landing Platforms, 
ships designed as floating docks to more easily unload 
transports out at sea, safely distant from shore-based threats. 
All told, there is a whole host of unglamorous, oddball vessels 
essential to keeping Marines ashore supplied from the sea – 
and there are increasing opportunities for the private sector to 
help out. 
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GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
15. Navy Role For China's Carrier Later This Year 
(SHANGHAI DAILY 09 MAR 12) 

China's refitted aircraft carrier will begin serving in the 
navy officially this year, senior military officials said 
yesterday. 

Fighter jets will soon be involved in sea trials that have 
been running smoothly so far, Xu Hongmeng, deputy 
commander of Chinese navy, said. 

"The military authority plans to let the aircraft carrier be 
commissioned this year," Xu said in Beijing. 

A Ministry of Defense spokesman said previously that the 
carrier would be used mainly for scientific research and 
training pilots for future carriers. 

Military experts believe the carrier will be commissioned 
on August 1, China's Army Day, and will serve in the South 
China Sea. It has yet to be named. 

Photographs posted online have shown aircraft and 
helicopters landing on the deck of the carrier in the port of 
Dalian in northeast China. 

Chinese J-15 fighters, which military experts regard as the 
most ideal aircraft for the carrier, took part in short-distance 
take-off and landing exercises late last year, the Beijing-based 
Legal Evening News said yesterday. 

The vessel will have fighting capability only after fighters 
can land and take off from the carrier, said carrier expert 
Zhang Yao, senior researcher at the Shanghai Institutes for 
International Studies. 

The carrier has taken part in four sea trials in the Yellow 
Sea since its first one last August. 

The vessel will be capable of carrying around 30 fighters 
and helicopters and carry a crew of around 2,000. 

The Admiral Kuznetsov class aircraft carrier was bought 
from Ukraine in 1998 as an empty shell and has been refitted 
for its role as a research and training platform. All weapons 
and radar systems and other equipment on board were made in 
China. 

China still has a long way to go to have its home-
produced aircraft carriers, because it needs to adapt to new 
development trends in development, Xu Xiaoyan, a People's 
Libration Army lieutenant general, said yesterday. "China will 
need at least three aircraft carriers," Xu said. 

Major General Luo Yuan, a researcher with the PLA's 
Military Science Academy, said: "It is fully possible for China 
to build more aircraft carriers based on the country's economic 
power." 
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16. South Koreans Fight For East Sea Designation 
(STARS AND STRIPES 09 MAR 12) ... Jon Rabiroff and Yoo Kyong Chang 

SEOUL — For South Koreans, the body of water off the 
peninsula’s eastern shore is the East Sea. 

The first line of the South’s national anthem even asks 
that, “God protect and preserve our country … until that day 
when Mount Baekdu’s worn away and the East Sea’s waters 
run dry.” 

However, to the rest of the world, the 300,000-plus-
square-mile body of water is known as the Sea of Japan, 
something Koreans bristle at as an outdated designation left 
over from a dark period in their history when their homeland 
was a Japanese colony. 
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Kim Hyun-soo, a marine law expert and professor at Inha 
University in Incheon, said, “Koreans are repulsed by the 
name Sea of Japan” because it serves as a symbolic “extension 
of Japan’s colonial rule.” 

South Korean officials have their sights set this year on 
righting what they say has been an almost century-old wrong 
— something so bothersome it is even the subject of a rare 
public disagreement with their long-time ally, the U.S. 
military. 

So, what is the U.S. military to do when referencing that 
body of water in maps, plans and correspondence it shares 
with its South Korean counterparts? 

“The U.S. Board on Geographic Names’ standard name 
for that body of water is the Sea of Japan,” U.S. Forces Korea 
spokesman Col. Jonathan Withington said. “Per U.S. policy, 
we use only one name to refer to all high seas features. 

“This is a long-standing U.S. policy that we apply all 
around the globe,” he said. “We understand that the Republic 
of Korea uses a different term.” 

A spokesman for South Korea’s Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs and Trade, who asked that her name not be used, said: 
“We wish that the U.S. used only ‘the East Sea.’ But, if that’s 
too hard to do, we want the U.S. to at least use both names. 

“We’ve asked … them about it frequently, and whenever 
the subject comes up, the problem is still not fixed,” she said. 

Withington said, “We encourage Japan and Korea to work 
together to reach a mutually agreeable way forward with the 
International Hydrographic Organization on this issue.” 

That is where South Korea has taken its case, if not for a 
renaming of the Sea of Japan than for officially recognizing 
the East Sea as an alternative. 

The IHO, which has 68-member nations, publishes the 
“Limits of Oceans and Seas,” considered the world authority 
on the names of all seas and oceans. 

The organization is scheduled to meet in late April in 
Monaco to, among other things, review its sea and ocean 
designations. South Korean officials say they are lobbying 
hard for the East Sea to be officially recognized as an 
alternative to the Sea of Japan. 

“We’ve called it the East Sea for thousands of years,” the 
South Korean ministry source said. “We’ve asked the IHO to 
reflect our position. What we’re saying is, ‘Let’s compromise 
and call it both names together.’” 

Japanese officials contend the body of water dividing the 
two countries has been called the Japan Sea, or Sea of Japan, 
for centuries, and it makes sense to name it after their country 
because it laps up against a far greater amount of Japanese 
coastline than Korean coastline. 

South Korean officials counter that in the years leading up 
to the IHO’s issuance of its initial “Limits of Oceans and 
Seas” in 1929, their country was under Japan’s rule and could 
not oppose its request to call the body of water the Sea of 
Japan. 

Since then, they have been unable to get the IHO to 
change the name, or have East Sea added, the few times the 
publication has been updated. 

The ministry source said the sea name controversy is 
important to South Koreans because “We feel this is one of the 
remnants of Japanese colonialism.” 

Citing the East Sea reference in the South Korean national 
anthem, the ministry source said, “The East Sea has an 
extremely important symbolic meaning for our national 
identity. It’s inappropriate to call it after only another 
country’s name. 

“Why are they admitting only Japan’s claim?” she said. 
“They must admit ours, too.” 

Saying the IHO is known as a “very conservative 
organization,” Kim Hyun-soo said he believes even the 
compromise proposal of recognizing both the East Sea and 
Sea of Japan will be a long shot. 

Kim Han-taek, a professor at Kangwon National 
University in Gangwondo, South Korea, and expert in marine 
and international law, agreed, saying Japan is fighting hard 
behind the scenes to maintain the status quo. 

Still, he said, getting the East Sea designation officially 
recognized is a battle worth fighting. 

“We can’t give even an inch of ground to Japan,” he said. 
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17. Norwegian Government Parties Split On F-35 Costs 
(DEFENSE NEWS 08 MAR 12) ... Gerard O’Dwyer 

HELSINKI — Norway’s center-left government is 
showing signs of division on the recurring issue of the cost 
and affordability of the armed force’s fighter replacement 
program (FRP). 

The Socialist Left, one of three parties in the rainbow 
administration, has told its coalition partners that it will 
oppose the continuation of the FRP in its present form if the 
final acquisition cost rises above $7.13 billion. 

The government informed parliament on March 5 of its 
intention to reach a final decision on the level of funding 
needed by mid-April, based on the latest cost data from 
Lockheed’s Joint Strike Fighter program. 

Moreover, another coalition party, the Center, has warned 
that it will only commit to supporting increased funding for 
the F-35 project if a firm cost for the program can be 
established before a final decision is made. 

“Ideally, we would rather that the acquisition cost of the 
F-35s did not exceed our annual defense budget of $7.2 

million. We must remember that Norway has other, more 
important fundamental funding needs, such as the setting aside 
of more monies to cover future higher expenditures that will 
be required to cover the country’s aging population, climate 
change, and education,” said Bård Vegar Solhjell, the Socialist 
Left’s parliamentary leader. 

The positions adopted by the Center and the Socialist Left 
are in stark contrast to the Labor Party, the biggest of the three 
coalition partners, which favors approving a higher budget for 
the FRP even if acquisition costs escalate. 

The Norwegian government is also divided along party 
lines on how best to restructure the Air Force’s network of air 
bases as part of a major capital investment project carrying an 
estimated cost of between $2.5 billion and $3 billion. 

The latest indicators suggest that the government will 
approve an armed forces plan to locate a new hub for the F-
35s at the Air Force’s existing Orland Air Base near 
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Trondheim, with a smaller forward air base at Evenes in 
Nordland county inside the Arctic circle. 

The political division on the FRP has increased the 
expectation that Norway may reduce its aircraft order. 
Norway’s initial cost estimates covered the acquisition of 56 
F-35s. This could be reduced to 50 F-35s and four trainer 
aircraft. 

Norway’s Ministry of Defence has maintained that the 
final bill for the F-35 acquisition program will remain close to 
the cost estimate of $6.7 billion it reached when the U.S. 

aircraft was selected in late 2008. That figure excludes 
weapon systems. 

“We expect the price that we pay will be close to the 
calculation we arrived at in 2008,” said Roger Ingebrigsten, 
Norway’s state defense secretary. 

The MoD has estimated the lifetime cost of operating 56 
F-35s at some $26 billion. The actual cost will depend on 
which logistics and maintenance systems are employed, and 
from which air bases the new aircraft will operate. 
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PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
18. Navy Announces New Drug Testing Parameters After Year Of Record Low Positives 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 08 MAR 12) ... Navy Personnel Command Public Affairs 

MILLINGTON, Tenn. -- To align with new DoD policy 
announced in February, Navy will begin testing for more 
commonly abused prescription drugs during random urinalysis 
starting May 1. This follows a record low in Sailors testing 
positive for illicit drug use. 

Since 2001, the rate of urinalysis testing in the Navy has 
increased and remained at a steady rate for the past 10 years. 
As the testing has increased, the amount of members testing 
positive has decreased each year. Testing has been done for 
marijuana (THC), cocaine, and heroin among other drugs. For 
fiscal year 2011, there were a record low number of members 
who tested positive for illicit drug use with a total of 1,515 
samples out of the 1,184,160 samples tested last year. 

"We are really pleased with these results but while the 
drugs we've been testing have been on a decline, prescription 
drugs are on the rise. In the past three years amphetamine 
positives have increased 34 percent and oxycodone positives 
by 23 percent," said Dorice Favorite, director, Navy Alcohol 
and Drug Abuse Prevention Office (NADAP). 

The DoD announced Feb. 1 that more commonly abused 
prescription drugs will be added to the standard testing panel 
for all urinalysis samples submitted for testing. These 
prescription drug families include benzodiazepines, 
hydrocodones and hydromorphones (i.e. Xanax, Vicodin and 
Dilaudid). 

"In addition to oxycodone and amphetamine, the Navy 
already tests for codeine and morphine," said Favorite. 

Testing at the service-level will begin in May. The 90-day 
warning order from announcement to implementation is to 
allow ample time to ensure military members have their 

prescriptions properly documented in their health records. 
Additionally, the warning order provides members who are 
using prescription drugs that have not been prescribed or given 
by their health care provider to self-refer for treatment. 

"We are concerned about service members who are using 
prescription drugs without proper authority and potentially 
addicted," said Favorite. "If you have a problem, this is the 
time to ask for help." 

According to Favorite, Navy's policy on substance abuse 
is zero tolerance. 

"Substance abuse puts lives and missions at risk, 
undercuts unit readiness and morale, and is inconsistent with 
our Navy ethos and core values of honor, courage, and 
commitment," said Favorite. 

If a member is using, possessing, promoting, 
manufacturing, or distributing drugs they face disciplinary 
action that could result in unfavorable separation from the 
Navy. 

"We recommend members seeking substance use 
counseling talk with their doctor, chain-of-command or self-
refer to a substance abuse rehabilitation program," said 
Favorite. 

This program is part of the 21st Century Sailor and 
Marine initiative that consolidates a set of objectives and 
policies, new and existing, to maximize Sailor and Marine 
personal readiness, build resiliency and hone the most combat-
effective force in the history of the Department of the Navy. 

For more news from Navy Alcohol and Drug Abuse 
Prevention, visit www.npc.navy.mil/support/nadap. 

Return to Index 
 

19. Proposal Prorates Tricare Hikes For Retirees 
(NAVY TIMES 08 MAR 12) ... Patricia Kime 

The Obama administration’s proposal for a means-based 
system for setting military retiree health care fees draws 
heavily on recommendations from a 2007 task force on 
military health care adjusted for gross retirement pay. 

Proposed enrollment fee hikes for Tricare Prime and a 
new fee for Tricare for Life would be prorated for retirees 
based on pretax military retirement income. Under the plan, 
the fees would rise on a fixed schedule each year until 2016, 
when they will begin to rise according to a medical inflation 
index. 

Just last year, Congress capped annual increases in Prime 
enrollment fees at no more than the annual cost-of-living 
adjustments in military retired pay; the COLA was 3.6 percent 
for this year. 

Lawmakers have resisted prorating enrollment fees based 
on retirement income, but the 2007 task force believed that 
“for equity reasons, military retirees who earn more military 
retired pay should pay a higher enrollment fee than those who 
earn less.” 

Such fee structures for health care are rare. Monthly 
health insurance premiums for Defense Department civilians 
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are significantly higher than the proposed Tricare Prime hikes 
but are not adjusted for income. 

In testimony before the House Armed Services 
Committee’s personnel panel, the Pentagon’s acting 
undersecretary for personnel and readiness, Jo Anne Rooney, 
said that under the proposed increases, retirees would pay a 
smaller percentage of the total cost of their care than they did 
when Tricare was enacted in 1994. 

“A working-age retiree’s family of three contributed 27 
percent toward the total cost of their care in 1994; today that 
percentage has dropped to 10 percent,” she said. With the 
proposed changes, the percentage would remain at 14 percent 
in 2017, Rooney said. 

The budget also proposes that the fee tiers be indexed 
each year. 

“Otherwise, ‘tier creep’ will occur — that is, more and 
more retirees would be pushed into higher tiers” as a result of 
annual COLA increases, task force members wrote in 2007. 

About 1.5 million retirees are on the Pentagon payroll. 
According to 2010 data, retired pay averages about $26,100 
per retiree. 

Retired Army Master Sgt. Charles Stamphill, who was 
drafted in 1967, is among many Vietnam-era retirees who say 
they were promised free health care for life and are angry over 
what they say is a bait-and-switch. 

Stamphill served several years on active duty and 
completed 20 as a reservist; he receives $350 a month in 
retirement and pays $99 for Medicare Part B each month as 
required for Tricare for Life. He would pay another $35 a year 
for Tricare for Life under the budget proposal, a fee that could 
rise to $158 a year by 2017. 

“They’re saying, ‘Sorry, you old boys cost too much. You 
must pay more.’ Either they don’t give a s—- or they don’t 
remember they paid me $78 a month for my services” in 1967, 
Stamphill wrote in an email. 
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20. Navy's Top Training Officer Visits SWOS 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 08 MAR 12) ... Lt. Steven Gonzalez, Surface Warfare Officers School Public Affairs 

NEWPORT, R.I. -- The commander of Naval Education 
and Training Command (NETC) visited the Surface Warfare 
Officers School in Newport for a familiarization tour March 5. 

Rear Adm. Don Quinn assumed duties as commander of 
NETC in January 2012 and recently toured SWOS and other 
Newport-area commands that report to NETC. SWOS 
Commanding Officer Captain Neil R. Parrott hosted Quinn for 
the familiarization tour. 

"We're glad to have the opportunity to speak face-to-face 
with Admiral Quinn and introduce him to the talented people 
working at SWOS," said Parrott. "The training and education 
professionals here in Newport are among the best in NETC, 
and it's great we can showcase their incredible work for the 
boss." 

During the tour, Quinn visited SWOS's various 
directorates and learned about the SWOS mission: providing a 
continuum of professional education and training in support of 
surface Navy requirements that prepares officers and enlisted 
engineers to serve at sea. 

"The demand for exemplary training has never been 
higher," said Quinn. "My visit gave me an opportunity to get a 
solid picture of how the training is accomplished by the 
professionals at the Surface Warfare Center of Excellence," 
said Quinn. "SWOS is doing a fantastic job training our 
surface warfare officers to support the maritime strategy and 
enabling the Navy to meet the missions of the 21st century." 

The tour included stops at the Full Mission Bridge (FMB) 
simulator which simulates every Navy homeport and other 
ports the Navy regularly visits around the world. The 360-
degree view of the FMB provides the student with a realistic 
virtual environment that cannot be matched by any other 

trainer utilized by the Navy. Also on the tour were the 
Conning Officer Virtual Environment (COVE) stations which 
provide state of the art navigation and shiphandling training 
for all surface warfare officers and the DDG full-size 
engineering trainer that provides students with valuable hands-
on training of the ships critical engineering systems. 

"Our training is the Navy's asymmetric advantage," added 
Quinn. "The ability of our maritime forces to respond quickly 
to crises and eliminate threats is a direct result of our 
exemplary training. The technical expertise gained, combined 
with developed critical thinking skills, gives our Sailors the 
ability to evaluate what needs to be done to fight and win. This 
advantage is continuously leveraged in many other missions 
besides combat. These officers are learning these skills here at 
SWOS." 

SWOS is responsible for providing a wide range of 
professional development courses, including the Advanced 
Shiphandling and Tactics (ASAT), Surface Navigator, and the 
Department Head Course. SWOS also provides training to 
newly commissioned ensigns from Officer Candidate School 
(OCS). The Surface Warfare Officer Introduction Course 
provides a baseline foundation of knowledge for newly 
commissioned Naval officers from OCS. The indoctrination 
course is designed to equip division officers with the 
fundamental tools needed for a successful first sea assignment 
by teaching a wide variety of curriculum such as navigation, 
division officer fundamentals, Navy fundamentals, 
engineering, ship handling, and maritime warfare. 
Approximately 400 students graduate from the Division 
Officer Course each year. 
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21. Navy Streamlines Advanced Education For Senior Enlisted Sailors 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 08 MAR 12) ... Ed Barker, Naval Education and Training Command Public Affairs 

PENSACOLA, Fla. -- The chief of naval personnel 
announced funding for the FY-12 Advanced Education 
Voucher (AEV) program March 8, providing advanced 

education opportunities for top performing chief, senior chief 
and master chief petty officers. 

Announced with NAVADMIN 076/12, AEV provides 
financial assistance to selected senior enlisted personnel (E7-
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E9) to complete post-secondary, Navy-relevant degrees 
through off-duty education. 

Senior Chief Electronics Technician (SW/AW) Jason 
Szot, enlisted education program coordinator at the Naval 
Education and Training Command (NETC), called the 
educational program one of the most significant in the 
military, as the Navy invests in the future of enlisted 
leadership. 

"For senior enlisted members interested in advanced 
education, the AEV program is an outstanding avenue," said 
Szot. "AEV offers the opportunity to get a degree from a 
university without having to worry about finances or tuition 
assistance (TA) restrictions, as it pays for 100 percent of 
tuition, books and fees up to a specified limit." 

The AEV program will fund bachelor's and master's 
degree completion in designated, Navy-relevant areas of 
study. Examples include strategic foreign languages; 
construction management; emergency and disaster 
management; homeland defense and security; human 
resources; business administration; leadership and 
management; engineering; information technology; nursing; 
business administration; education and training management; 
and electrical/electronic technology. All degrees, including 
any not listed above, must be approved by the AEV program 
coordinator at NETC to validate Navy relevance. 

Chief Quartermaster (SW) Michael Ferrara, leading chief 
petty officer for the Navy Recruiting Station in Hillsboro, 
Ore., is working on completing his Master of Science in 
Management of Public Service Careers through Thomas 
Edison State College using the AEV program. 

"This degree choice has allowed me to explore innovative 
leadership ideas through my coursework and apply effective 
management styles to the work my Sailors, and I do," said 
Ferrara. "The AEV program is the proverbial 'green light at 
the end of the pier,' selection to the program bolsters my 
personal drive toward success. I saw the AEV as a door of 
opportunity, yet I didn't know much about the program when I 
applied nor did I expect to be selected. I wasted no time in 
registering for my first class when the results were published, 
and the AEV program staff has been very supportive." 

Eligible applicants include E-7s with no more than 16 
years of time in service (TIS), E-8s with no more than 18 
years TIS and E-9s with no more than 20 years TIS. Time in 
service for all pay grades is computed to October 1, 2012. 
Proven superior performers with continued upward mobility 
are encouraged to apply. 

AEV will support bachelor's degree completion in 
approved, Navy-relevant areas of study through off-duty 
education, capped at $6,700 per year for a maximum of 36 
months from the date of enrollment and covers 100 percent of 
tuition, books, and related fees. 

Total program cost per student is limited to $20,000. 
Qualified candidates must have an associate degree from an 
accredited institution or the equivalent amount of college 
credit applicable to the degree being sought. 

The AEV master's degree program covers 100 percent of 
tuition, books, and related fees up to a maximum of $20,000 
per year for up to 24 months of enrollment, with the total 
program cost per individual capped at $40,000. Qualified 

candidates must hold a bachelor's degree from an accredited 
institution recognized by the Department of Education. For 
FY-12, Navy-relevant master's degrees are required. 

AEV is not authorized for courses used to earn an 
additional degree for the service member at the same or lower 
education level. Lower division or prerequisite courses may be 
authorized if the courses are part of a Sailor's degree program 
and are listed on their approved education plan. 

Applicants should be transferring to (or currently on) 
shore duty with sufficient time ashore to complete their 
approved degree program. Applicants on sea duty may apply 
provided they submit an education plan, with commanding 
officer endorsement, which demonstrates the ability to 
complete the degree program. 

Senior enlisted members who have already invested in 
their professional development by pursuing college education 
and those who are currently enrolled in a qualifying post-
secondary degree program using tuition assistance (TA) or 
other financial assistance programs are eligible to apply for the 
AEV program. Reimbursement for any education expenses 
incurred prior to participation in AEV is not authorized. AEV 
and TA benefits may not be used at the same time. 

Upon completion of, or withdrawal from education for 
which any authorized expenses were paid, participants shall 
agree to remain on active duty for a period equal to three times 
the number of months of education completed or three years, 
whichever is less. This obligation is discharged concurrently 
with any other service obligation program participants may 
have already incurred. 

The AEV agreement does not obligate the Navy to retain 
the member on active duty. If a program participant fails to 
complete the period of active duty specified in the agreement, 
the Sailor will reimburse the United States Treasury for the 
cost of the advanced education received, prorated for the 
obligated time served. 

The master chief petty officer of the Navy will convene 
the AEV Program selection board in June 2012, and program 
selectees will be expected to enroll in studies in the summer or 
fall 2012 terms. 

Deadline for applying for FY12 programs is May 25, 
2012. Applications should be sent to Naval Education and 
Training Command (N523), 250 Dallas Street, Pensacola, FL, 
32508-5220. See NAVADMIN 076/12 for specific 
requirements and application guidelines. 

Packages must be endorsed by the applicant's 
commanding officer and command master chief. For more 
information on the program, contact Senior Chief Electronics 
Technician (SW/AW) Jason Szot, AEV and enlisted learning 
& development coordinator (NETC N523) at (850) 452-7268 
(DSN 922) or e-mail at jason.szot@navy.mil. 

The AEV program is a supporting element of the Enlisted 
Learning and Development Strategy, which includes post-
secondary education as an integral part of the career roadmap 
for each rating career track. 

Additional information about the AEV program may be 
viewed on the Navy Knowledge Online (NKO) Web site at 
www.nko.navy.mil. After logging on, click the 'Learning' tab, 
then go to the quick link for AEV located on the left hand side 
of the page. 
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22. George Washington Sailors Receive Advancement Career Advice 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 08 MAR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Kaitlyn R. Breitkreutz and Mass Communication 
Specialist 3rd Class David A. Cox 

YOKOSUKA, Japan -- Sailors aboard the nuclear-
powered aircraft carrier USS George Washington (CVN 73) 
concluded a three-day career seminar hosted by several 
officials from the Navy's chief warrant officer (CWO) and 
limited duty officer (LDO) community. 

The conference was held by Capt. John Jones from 
Glasglow, Scotland, the Navy's leading community manager 
for the CWO/LDO program at the Bureau of Naval Personnel 
(BUPERS) in Millington, Tenn., and an LDO for more than 24 
years. 

"Anyone that looks at these programs needs to know that 
it benefits Sailors in more than one way," said Jones. "The 
CWO/LDO programs give enlisted Sailors who have a strong 
sense of motivation and willingness to work hard the 
opportunity to take charge and pass down to Sailors that will 
be under their wing that same sense of pride that comes with 
being in the Navy, and the hard work and initiative it takes to 
succeed as a U.S. Navy Sailor." 

Prior-enlisted Sailors who have been commissioned know 
exactly what kind of leadership is needed to reach the needs of 
personnel they will be in charge of, as different Sailors require 
different leadership types, said Jones. 

"One of the most important things about this LDO visit is 
that it is not only for George Washington's crew, but for the 
entire waterfront as well," said Capt. David A. Lausman, 
commanding officer of the George Washington. "It's another 
example of the concerted effort BUPERS has dedicated to 
ensure that leadership comes to the tip of the spear and talk to 
Sailors on the front." 

This year the Navy will be giving 1st class petty officers 
the opportunity to become commissioned as an ensign without 
having to go through Officer Candidate School. 

The average age for the typical CWO selectee is 37, while 
the typical age for an LDO selectee is 32. Selectees usually 
posses approximately 14 years of education and 99 percent of 
selectees are warfare qualified. Both groups of selectees have 
usually served aboard five or six duty stations, at least one of 
which was instructor or recruiter duty. 

Chief Warrant Officer Mitchell Allen from Birmingham 
works as the CWO community manager and has had 12 years' 
experience as a chief warrant officer. 

The greatest benefit of being a CWO is the fact that it 
gives Sailors the opportunity to give back to the enlisted 
community with the greater sense of responsibility that comes 
with the title, said Allen. 

"Sailors who enter those programs are the best of the 
best," said Allen. "We want to help disseminate this 
information so other Sailors out there who might not know 
about these programs and are genuinely interested in pursuing 
a career in these fields have the opportunity to positively 
impact the lives of other enlisted Sailors." 

Lt. Cmdr. Kelly Ennis from Dubuque, Iowa, the 
CWO/LDO coordinator for Yokosuka, said that in 2011 
approximately 45 to 50 Sailors applied for the programs and 
23 were selected. 

Ennis said that the Mustang association was a perfect 
example of how Sailors who have gone through the training to 
become leaders have benefited and given back to other 
Sailors. 

"These commissioned Sailors make a difference and we 
see it every day, these programs were designed to open the 
door for sustained superior Sailors with a desire to give their 
all and a continued need to lead our Navy through the 21st 
century," said Ennis. 

Personnel Specialist 3rd Class Tiffany Coney from 
Savannah, Ga., wants to be a future leader and says that once 
she makes second she will start putting in her limited duty 
officer package. 

"My ultimate goal is to become either an administrative 
officer or an educational service officer," said Coney. "Right 
now I'm focusing on advancing to personnel specialist 2nd 
class in the next four years in addition to completing a 
recruiting tour so that I have a fighting chance at becoming an 
LDO." 

The seminar was held March 6 through March 8, but 
career services will continue to be offered to Sailors through 
George Washington's command career counselors. 

"It was a great pleasure to have Capt. Jones and his team 
onboard to talk with our entire officer community, and more 
importantly, our future officers," said Lausman. "We had a lot 
of our young Sailors show that they are fully aware of this 
program, and this new knowledge will help them ensure their 
records will compete favorably at the selection board." 

George Washington returned to her forward-operating 
port of Commander, Fleet Activities Yokosuka, November 22, 
after navigating more than 50,000 nautical miles across the 
Western Pacific to operate with more than a dozen different 
nations during her nine-week patrol. 
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23. NAVSUP Celebrates Women's History Month 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 08 MAR 12) ... David Rea, Naval Supply Systems Command 

MECHANICSBURG, Pa. -- Naval Supply Systems 
Command (NAVSUP) hosted the deputy associate director for 
External Affairs, U.S. Office of Personnel Management as 
guest speaker for the Women's History Month observance 
ceremony March 7. 

Prior to introducing Colleen Crowley, NAVSUP Vice 
Commander, John Goodhart, began the program by 
emphasizing that as Americans, "we have a legacy of bold 
independence and passionate belief in fairness and justice for 

all," he said. "For generations, this intrepid spirit has driven 
women pioneers to challenge injustices and shatter ceilings in 
pursuit of full and enduring equality." 

"During Women's History Month, we commemorate their 
struggles, celebrate centuries of progress, and reaffirm our 
steadfast commitment to their rights, security, and dignity of 
women in America and around the world," Goodhart said. 

Crowley highlighted the fact that everyone must take care 
of themselves, "body and soul together," she said. 
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"Some time ago I was working a project, about 16 hours a 
day, had very little time with my family," Crowley explained. 
"I finally asked myself, 'What am I doing?'" 

She got on her computer and researched the purpose of 
life, and quickly realized that one must take care of 
themselves, "body and soul together." 

She asked those attending how many of them were 
mothers, grandmothers, and aunts, how many owned homes, 
cars, and how many voted during the last Presidential race. 
Many raised their hands, but Crowley brought up the fact that 
100 years ago, women could not raise their hands about 
owning anything, or voting. 

"A century ago, women could not raise their hands, 
saying they owned anything, they could not vote, and we've 
come as far as we have because our sisters, aunts and 

grandmothers saw us as who we are, human beings," Crowley 
said. "We function like everyone, and we must live our lives 
to the fullest. We can be whoever and whatever we want to be 
today because of those that came before us." 

Crowley emphasized that both women and men must live 
their lives looking forward, being honest, take personal 
responsibility, be humble and never give up. 

"Take personal responsibility; we all mess up, but each of 
us must take responsibility and move on," she said. "Being 
humble as a leader - whether in the work place or in your 
family - is a very important trait, and you must always be 
approachable. Perseverance does pay off. If it's worthwhile, 
you stick with it. You have the responsibility to live your life 
to the fullest." 
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24. Naval War College Student Returns From International Security Delegation 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 08 MAR 12) ... James E. Brooks, U.S. Naval War College Public Affairs 

Newport, R.I. -- A student from the U.S. Naval War 
College returned from Tokyo, Japan, March 8, where he 
served as a delegate of the Young Strategists Forum. 

Lt. Cmdr. Guy Snodgrass was the U.S. delegate of a 17-
person team created by the German Marshall Fund of the 
United States and Japan's Sasakawa Peace Foundation 
intended to foster the next generation of strategic thinkers on 
issues of international security in the Asia-Pacific region. The 
multinational team formed in Japan March 1, for weeklong 
collaborative talks. Other countries that sent delegates were: 
Australia, Belgium, England, France, Germany, India, 
Indonesia, Japan, and South Korea. 

Snodgrass joined officers from Germany and Belgium as 
the only military members on the delegation. 

According to Snodgrass, his experiences as an NWC 
student here readied him for the 12-14 hour days discussing 
regional policy perspectives and debating strategic 
competition. 

"It was very much like the first few weeks of an NWC 
seminar, only greatly accelerated," said Snodgrass. "At the 
beginning, there was some hesitancy for participants to 
engage. But after two trimesters at NWC where seminar 
discussions are a part of the curriculum, I found it easy to lead 
the early discussions to get everyone going and comfortable.” 

The importance of a key part of the nation's military 
strategy and NWC's mission to strengthen maritime security 
cooperation was reinforced throughout the trip. Snodgrass said 
the conference helped lay new foundations for building more 
robust relationships with partner nations. 

"We were part of a room full of very intelligent, 
strategically oriented people," said Snodgrass. "This was a 
chance to discuss high-level policy issues with regional 
partners and it was incredibly beneficial. All issues were on 
the table, and they were conducted using the "Chatham House 
Rule," meaning no one was going to be quoted or cited for 
sharing their opinions. This contributed to frank and open 
dialogue." 

After the first two days of seminars discussing Asia-
Pacific strategic planning with Princeton University's 
Woodrow Wilson School Professor Aaron Friedberg, the 
group participated in a strategy exercise that explored likely 
security and economic scenarios during the next five-, 15- and 
25-year periods. Snodgrass and his group also got an up-close 
look at the ongoing disaster-recovery efforts in Sendai and at 
the Matsushima Japanese Air Self-Defense Force base. The 
trip culminated with a return to Tokyo for meetings at the 
Prime Minister's residence, Ministries of Foreign Affairs, 
Defense, and Finance, and with members of the Japanese Diet. 

The trip experience is just beginning, Snodgrass said. 
"As we rise in rank and in our respective professions, 

these connections we made will become even more important 
in communicating U.S. policy with our friends and allies, and 
understanding their requirements," said Snodgrass. 

Scholars were tasked by the delegation organizers to keep 
their relationships strong by collaborating on writing scholarly 
articles analyzing near- and long-term challenges in the Asia 
Pacific region. 
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25. USFF Announces 2011 Fleet Sea, Shore Sailors of the Year 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 09 MAR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Phil Beaufort, U.S. Fleet Forces Command Public 
Affairs 

NORFOLK -- Commander, U.S. Fleet Forces (USFF) 
Command announced the 2011 USFF Fleet Sea and Shore 
Sailors of the Year (SOY) during a ceremony March 8, on 
board Naval Station Norfolk. 

Adm. John C. Harvey Jr. announced Ship's Servicemen 
1st Class (SW/AW) Angela A. Zamora, who was born in 
Ecuador and grew up in Jersey City, N.J., and is assigned to 
USS Wasp (LHD 1), and Aircraft Survival Equipmentman 1st 

Class (AW) Maria Johnson, of Dallas, assigned to Strike 
Fighter Squadron (VFA) 106, as the respective USFF Sea and 
Shore Sailors of the Year. 

Prior to announcing the winners, Harvey congratulated all 
12 SOY candidates for their outstanding performance, not just 
over the course of the year but throughout their entire careers. 

"Sometimes these events become a little bit more about 
the ceremony than the focus of what these Sailors have 
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accomplished, and I'd like to remind everyone that I think 
these Sailors are here representing the great commands of 
Fleet Forces, not simply because of what they have done, but 
because of how they have done it over years of service," said 
Harvey. "You are not here because you did more community 
service than anyone else; you are not here because you broke 
out on the ranking boards more than anyone else; you are here 
because your shipmates and chain of commands believe in you 
as human beings, believe in you as petty officers, believe in 
you as Sailors who have devoted an extraordinary amount of 
time and effort to the Navy and the service of the nation." 

The announcement came at the conclusion of a week of 
activities designed to highlight the individual 
accomplishments of the 12 finalists for the awards. Social 
functions sponsored by local Hampton Roads military and 
civilian supporters led up to the final step of the SOY 
competition, an intense review board for each candidate to 
determine who would be chosen to represent USFF as the 
Fleet Sea and Shore SOYs. 

"I am so honored to be here and very humbled," said 
Zamora. "I am in awe of each of the Sailors in this 
competition. They truly represent the very best the Navy has 
to offer." 

Choosing a winner from such an outstanding group was a 
tall task for the board members. 

"The most difficult part about the Sailor of the Year 
competition is choosing the winner. In my book they're all 
deserving of first place, and that goes for every level of 
competition leading up to today," said USFF Fleet Master 
Chief (AW/NAC) Mike Stevens. "It was certainly more than 
personal accomplishments; the Sailors we recognized today 
are the types of Sailors who have the ability to influence those 

around them to accomplish truly great things in the most 
difficult of times. That is why they were chosen as this year's 
finalists, and that's why they'll continue to do great things for 
our Navy." 

Johnson credits a large portion of her success to those 
around her. 

"It took a lot of patience for me to get here. You have to 
listen to what your leaders are saying, and listen to your 
Sailors because you can't do it alone," said Johnson. "I did it 
with the help of my Sailors. When they succeeded, I 
succeeded. I also learned a lot from my leadership, and I had 
great leaders at VFA-106. They're the ones who molded me 
and made me the first class that I am." 

According to Force Master Chief (AW/SW) Jay Powers, 
Navy Cyber Forces, this year's selection was as close as he's 
seen. 

"Each year I think to myself, you can't get better than this 
Sailor, and each year I've been amazed by the Sailors standing 
in front of me," said Powers. "This bodes very well for our 
Navy, and our nation's future." 

The USFF SOY program recognizes the best and brightest 
Sailors throughout USFF. A total of 12 candidates-six sea-
based and six shore-based-competed for the two honors. 

Each of the finalists was awarded the Navy and Marine 
Corps Commendation Medal, which was presented by Harvey 
and Stevens. 

Zamora will be meritoriously advanced to the rank of 
chief petty officer by the chief of naval operations this May. 
Johnson will go on to the next round of competition at the 
Vice Chief of Naval Operations Shore SOY competition this 
April in Washington, D.C. 
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26. Peralta Medal Of Honor Case Goes Back To Navy 
Key question: Will they accept new material as fresh evidence? 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 08 MAR 12) ... Jeanette Steele 

Rep. Duncan Hunter, R-Alpine, plans to submit a letter to 
the Secretary of the Navy Ray Mabus today requesting that he 
reopen the Medal of Honor nomination of Sgt. Rafael Peralta, 
the 25-year-old San Diego Marine killed in Iraq in 2004. 

Hunter said Wednesday that he spoke to Mabus and that 
the secretary said he would pursue it as long as there's new 
evidence in the case. 

A spokeswoman for Mabus said the procedure is that new 
material would be submitted to the Navy Board for 
Decorations and Medals, which would evaluate whether it was 
previously unknown to decision makers. 

"If after reviewing the information the board recommends 
forwarding it, then Secretary Mabus will forward the 
information to the Secretary of Defense for his consideration," 
Capt. Pamela Kunze said. 

Peralta was nominated by the Marine Corps for a 
posthumous Medal of Honor, the nation's highest medal for 
combat, but a Defense Department panel determined that a 
head wound had probably already incapacitated the Marine 
before he reportedly used his body to cover a grenade. 

Peralta was awarded the Navy Cross, the second-highest 
honor. 

His family has refused to accept it, and Hunter has waged 
a campaign to get the medal upgraded, including last week 
releasing a private pathologist's report that questions the 
defense panel's findings. That story is here. 

Hunter said he's hopeful that if the issue is reexamined, a 
new answer might come quickly. 

“If the case gets reopened and they look at it again, that 
puts us over the hump,” Hunter said in a telephone interview. 

Another factor is a piece of video that has reportedly 
surfaced. The unaired video, obtained by the History Channel 
for a documentary on Peralta, apparently shows the Marine 
right after the incident, according to people who have seen it. 

The footage shows that the Marine's left leg is intact. That 
contradicts the defense panel's finding that the grenade 
detonated a few feet from that leg, instead of underneath his 
body armor. 

The pivotal question is whether the military will accept 
the pathologist's report and the video as evidence not available 
when the medal decision was made in 2008. 

Secretary of Defense Leon Panetta, who was not in office 
at the time, will have the final word. Mabus has said in the 
past that he supported the original Medal of Honor nomination 
for Peralta. 
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FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
27. Military Working to Meet New Strategy Amid Cuts 
(THE EPOCH TIMES 08 MAR 12) ... Joshua Philipp 

In coping with recent defense budget cuts by Congress-
and the potential for billions more in automatic cuts beginning 
2013-the U.S. military may find itself in a tight spot dealing 
with reduced funding while readying for a larger strategy. 
Amid this, military leaders are currently weighing in on how 
to adapt to the shift of focus to potential adversaries in the 
Asia-Pacific, outlined by President Barack Obama on Jan. 5. 

At the heart of the military shift is the Air-Sea Battle 
concept, developed by the military to break the Chinese 
regime’s anti-access strategy, which it designed to keep the 
United States out of the western Pacific and to fight a war 
from a safe distance. 

The U.S. military’s Air-Sea Battle concept was laid out in 
the 2010 Quadrennial Defense Review (QDR), which noted 
the Chinese regime is “fielding large numbers of advanced 
medium-range ballistic and cruise missiles,” while developing 
advanced attack submarines, electronic warfare capabilities, 
and counter-space systems. The Air-Sea Battle concept is 
meant to counter these capabilities while reducing ground 
conflict. 

There are mixed tones among military leaders, however, 
as to whether they have the assets to carry out this strategy. 

“The main lesson of this year’s budget request is that, in 
the eyes of the Department of Defense, yesterday’s vital 
requirement can quickly become today’s unaffordable luxury,” 
said Defense Subcommittee Chairman C.W. Bill Young, 
during a March 6 hearing on the fiscal year 2013 budget 
request for the Air Force, according to a transcript. 

The Air Force budget was reduced by $3.9 billion—the 
majority of which ($3 billion) was in procurement. 

“It leaves other programs and missions with an uncertain 
future,” Young said. “Finally, this budget is pregnant with 
implications for future base realignments and closures. I am 
especially concerned by the impact all of the above will have 
on the Air National Guard.” 

The committee held a hearing on the Navy budget several 
days earlier, on March 1, and the outlook wasn’t much better. 

Young said when the shift to the Asia-Pacific was 
announced, “an increased Naval presence immediately came 
to mind,” and he was comforted by the Navy’s plan last year 
to build 57 new ships from 2013 to 2017. 

“Now, when it would seem even more important to have a 
larger fleet, the Navy has actually decreased the number of 
ships planned for construction over that same time period. 
And the decrease isn’t small,” he said. 

The Navy changed its plan to build 57 ships to 41 ships—
a 28 percent decrease. “I am puzzled at the contradiction of 
planning to use a smaller fleet to cover a larger portion of the 
globe. Granted, our new ships will be more capable but they 
can still only be in one place at a time. I would think that in 
many respects, quantity itself is a capability,” Young said. 

Beyond all of this, however, is that the Asia-Pacific 
strategy could be dead in the water if things continue as is, due 
to the 2011 Budget Control Act, which will cut another $50 
billion in defense each year. 

If this continues into 2013, the new strategy could be 
obsolete, according to Todd Harrison, a senior fellow of 
defense budget studies at the Center for Strategic and 
Budgetary Assessments, National Defense reported Feb. 17, a 
magazine of the National Defense Industrial Association 
(NDIA). 

Harrison believes there is only a 50 percent chance this 
could happen—but for Congress, “All that is required for that 
to happen is inaction.” 

Anti-Access Strategy 
The implications of this are not small, as it relates to 

whether the United States could break the Chinese regime’s 
anti-access strategy, if it ever came down to it. 

China’s anti-access strategy was discussed in detail by 
Roger Cliff of the RAND Corporation, during a January 2011 
testimony before the U.S.-China Economic and Security 
Review Commission. The Chinese regime refers to the broad 
strategy as “using inferiority to defeat superiority.” 

This strategy is designed to hit an adversary’s weak 
points—airstrips, bases, communication systems, and supply 
channels—while preventing an adversary from deploying 
troops in the region. 

Cliff said this revolves heavily around attacking the other 
country before it can prepare, while preventing it from 
deploying troops in China. It then will launch “key-point 
strikes” against the adversary’s weak points—mainly airstrips, 
bases, communication systems, and supply channels. This may 
involve killing air crews and support personnel, or destroying 
runways. 

“This concept is based on the idea that, rather than 
attempting to destroy an adversary’s entire military force, the 
PLA should try to paralyze the adversary by attacking critical 
nodes in its system of systems,” he said. 

The details are more sinister. The Chinese regime’s anti-
access strategy encompasses its use of “Assassin’s Mace” or 
“Trump Card” (Sha Shou Jian) weapons. This was outlined in 
a partially declassified intelligence report obtained by the 
private National Security Archive, titled “China: Medical 
Research on Bio-Effects of Electromagnetic Pulse and High-
Power Microwave Radiation.” 

The regime started developing these weapons after the 
United States moved two Aircraft Carrier Battle Groups 
(CVBG) near Taiwan when the Chinese Communist Party 
(CCP) was holding missile test flights over Taiwan in 1996. 
Its intelligence report states the weapons were designed to 
“Permit China to prevail over the United States in a conflict 
over a forced reunification with Taiwan.” 

Although the weapons are kept secret, “Both are viewed 
as weapons that could permit the ‘weak’ to defeat the ‘strong’ 
in certain scenarios.” This refers again to the regime’s anti-
access, or “using inferiority to defeat superiority” strategy. 

The report states Chinese authors—from Taiwan and the 
mainland—say it includes the regime detonating nuclear 
weapons at high altitude to disable electronics with its 
electromagnetic pulse (HEMP) effect. 
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It states the regime would need to calculate this 
detonation carefully, since “A critical issue would then be the 
danger threshold for human exposure since human casualties 
(either Taiwan or U.S. military) would greatly increase the 
likelihood of a U.S. nuclear response.” 

This ties into the overall air of the report, which 
documents the CCP’s experiments on how high-power 
microwave and electromagnetic pulse radiation would affect 
humans. 
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28. U.S. Defense Companies Should Remain Strong If No Sequestration 
(DEFENSE NEWS 08 MAR 12) ... Marcus Weisgerber and Zachary Fryer-Biggs 

Defense companies that survived broad cuts in the 
Pentagon’s 2013 budget proposal are likely to see their 
programs continue over the next five years barring additional 
reductions. 

“I think that’s a fair assessment, if there is no 
sequestration,” Deputy Defense Secretary Ashton Carter said 
at a March 8 conference sponsored by McAleese and 
Associates and Credit Suisse in Arlington, Va. 

The U.S. Defense Department plans to cut $259 billion 
from planned spending over the next five years, as mandated 
by the Budget Control Act of 2011. This is part of $487 billion 
in defense spending cuts mandated by the law over the next 
decade. 

But DoD is facing an additional $500 billion in cuts 
through sequestration if Congress cannot strike a deficit-
reduction deal by January 2013. 

“We’re going to continue to think through our situation 
and make adjustments and so forth as we go forward because 
this is a slow process of making a very major transition, but 
what you see is what you get,” Carter said. “We’ve thought it 
through pretty carefully.” 

Rep. Adam Smith, D-Wash., the ranking Democrat on the 
House Armed Services Committee, said he does not expect 
sequestration to happen. The congressman said that expiring 
tax cuts would cover the sequester expense, meaning no deal 
is necessary. 

“I think that the likely scenario is that the tax cuts expire, 
sequestration doesn’t happen, and we go into January 
fighting,” Smith said at the conference. 

Smith also said that he expects Congress to pass a budget 
and avoid a continuing resolution (CR) because of pre-
established spending caps. Congress has passed continuing 
resolutions to fund the federal government a number of times 
in recent years because lawmakers were unable to pass 
legislation before the beginning of the fiscal year. 

“There’s reason to think that we won’t have to go through 
a CR this time because the Budget Control Act already kind of 
set what you can do,” he said. 

While DoD plans to reduce procurement quantities in a 
number of areas to meet budget targets, it still aims to make 
investments in other areas, such as cybersecurity and 
electronic warfare. 

“It’s an area we’re not only protecting our investments in, 
but making bigger investments,” Carter said of cybersecurity. 

Carter said he is “still not remotely satisfied with where 
we are in dealing with cyber.” 

As for electronic warfare, it is an area DoD has 
“undervalued and understressed in the recent past and in some 
cases fallen a bit behind, lost some of our edge,” Carter said. 
“We need to catch up.” 

Speaking at the conference, Air Force acquisition 
executive David Van Buren called on industry to innovate in 
the cyber arena. 

“People are looking for new ideas,” he said. “For you and 
industry, that’s an area that you might focus on a little more.” 

Cyber is the only area in the Air Force budget that is 
growing, Gen. Norton Schwartz, the Air Force chief of staff, 
said at the same conference. 

“This is a place for imaginations to move quickly,” 
Schwartz said. “We certainly are endeavoring to allow our 
imaginations to expand.” 

Carter said he is “particularly worried about the effect of 
jammers on our large, installed base radars.” 

Last summer, defense officials began looking at DoD’s 
electronic warfare portfolio for areas “where we have fallen 
behind in expectation,” Carter said. 

“Fortunately, in many cases, with a reasonable 
investment, we can catch up quickly,” he said. “We still have 
the expertise in some places and government to do that.” 

DoD has made strides in responding to electronic warfare 
over the last decade in Iraq and Afghanistan, Carter said, but 
these threats “aren’t as challenging” as ones the military could 
experience elsewhere. 

“For any aircraft, however capable, however stealthy, to 
have a chance, it needs electronic warfare,” he said. “You 
can’t do all of that on board.” 
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29. Pentagon Makes Slow Progress With Efficiency Efforts 
(DEFENSE NEWS 08 MAR 12) ... Marcus Weisgerber 

A Pentagon quest to chop $178 billion between 2012 and 
2016 by getting leaner and instituting better business practices 
has hit a few speed bumps, but is advancing, according to the 
U.S. Defense Department’s top budget official. 

DoD has started organizing the implementation plan for 
the first part of its so-called efficiencies initiative. 

“We now have specific plans, targets; we have people 
assigned for responsibility for making them happen,” 
Pentagon Comptroller Robert Hale said after a speech at a 

conference sponsored by McAleese and Associates and Credit 
Suisse in Arlington, Va. 

In its 2012 budget, the Pentagon identified $178 billion in 
so-called efficiency savings. From those savings, then-
Defense Secretary Robert Gates planned to reinvest $100 
billion in high-priority programs. 

But that reinvestment strategy has gone by the wayside 
since the Pentagon was subsequently told to cut $487 billion 
between 2013 and 2023 as mandated by the Budget Control 
Act of 2011. 
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“A year ago, we tried to reinvest it,” Hale said. “I think 
that’s pretty much gone with the Budget Control Act, a lot of 
that is now out of the budget.” 

DoD’s 2013 budget request, which was sent to Congress 
last month, includes an additional $60 billion in efficiency 
savings between 2013 and 2017. 

The Pentagon has had difficulties in achieving efficiency 
savings in the area of capping civilian personnel and 

eliminating contract workers. If the services cannot achieve its 
efficiency goals, they will have to come up with the savings, 
likely from investment accounts, Hale said. 

“They have pretty strong incentive,” he said. “We’ve set 
up a governance process in the Office of the Secretary of 
Defense [and] I’ve joined with the deputy chief management 
officer for doing periodic reviews. I won’t say it’s all perfect.” 
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30. DoD Anticipates Better Price On Next F-35 Batch 
(DEFENSE NEWS 08 MAR 12) ... Marcus Weisgerber 

The U.S. Defense Department believes it could negotiate 
a lower deal for its next order of F-35 Joint Strike Fighter 
aircraft despite a decision to remove 179 jets from the 
Pentagon’s five-year spending plan. 

The Pentagon and F-35 prime contractor Lockheed 
Martin are working to hammer out an agreement for the fifth 
batch of 30 low-rate, initial-production (LRIP) aircraft. 

“We’re right in the middle of it, and I believe both parties 
know there is an expected benefit year-by-year even though 
you’re flat,” said Vice Adm. David Venlet, F-35 program 
manager, after a presentation at a March 8 conference 
sponsored by McAleese & Associates and Credit Suisse. 

“I’m confident we’ll come to a fair and reasonable deal,” 
he said. 

The Pentagon’s 2013 budget proposal, which was sent to 
Congress last month, calls for slowing F-35 production — by 
removing 179 jets from planned production over the next five 
years — so the program can fix issues that arise in the 
simultaneous development of the aircraft. 

The jet has experienced numerous problems in testing. 
Among them are issues with the carrier-version tailhook not 
being able to grip the runway’s arresting cable to stop the 
aircraft. 

“The actual shape of the point [of the tailhook] itself will 
be adjusted,” Venlet said. “We’ll test some interim steps in 
that redesign here at the end of the summer.” 

Despite issues, the Pentagon was able to ink a fixed-price 
deal with Lockheed for the fourth batch of LRIP aircraft. 

The U.S. Air Force, while still dedicated to the F-35, has 
learned a valuable lesson from the development process: You 
can’t develop a plane entirely on a computer. 

“There was a view that we had advanced to a stage of 
aircraft design where we could design an airplane that would 
be near perfect the first time it flew,” Gen. Norton Schwartz, 
the Air Force chief of staff, told investors at the same 
conference. “I think we actually believed that. And I think 
we’ve demonstrated in a compelling way that that’s 
foolishness.” 

However, Schwartz was unequivocal in the Air Force’s 
support of the program. 

“F-35 is the future of tactical aviation for the Air Force,” 
he said. 

Pentagon officials are reviewing how much the F-35 
program will cost. The Pentagon’s last official estimate 
pegged development and production near $380 billion for 
more than 2,800 U.S. and international aircraft. The Pentagon 
plans to buy 2,443 F-35s for the Air Force, Navy and Marine 
Corps. 

In addition, the sustainment price tag for the jet has been 
pegged at $1 trillion, a number the Pentagon is feverishly 
working to reduce. For example, the Air Force is looking to 
cut the number of locations at which it plans to base the F-35 
to shrink these sustainment costs. 

“We continue to be concerned about affordability in the 
long term of the Joint Strike Fighter,” said Deputy Defense 
Secretary Ashton Carter. 

A revised program cost estimate will factor into 
international purchases of the jet, such as Italy’s recent 
decision to buy 41 fewer aircraft, Venlet said. That said, 
estimates for Japan, which announced it would purchase 42 F-
35s last December, have not yet been included. 

“There’ll be an ebb and flow,” Venlet said of international 
buys. 
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31. U.S. Delays Will Raise F-35 Fighter Price, Japan Deal Unchanged 
(REUTERS 08 MAR 12) ... Andrea Shalal-Esa 

WASHINGTON - The Pentagon on Thursday 
acknowledged that a delay in U.S. orders for 179 Lockheed 
Martin Corp F-35 fighter jets would raise the cost of each new 
warplane in the short term, but said Lockheed still needed to 
continue driving its production costs. 

Navy Vice Admiral David Venlet, who heads the 
Pentagon's F-35 program office, said he had briefed the eight 
international partners about the effect of the production 
slowdown, and they affirmed their commitment to the 
program at a meeting last week. 

The Pentagon is postponing the orders to save $15.1 
billion through fiscal year 2017, and allow more time for 

development and testing, a move that has prompted its foreign 
partners to rethink their own orders. 

Venlet declined to identify the scope of the expected cost 
increase, noting that further details would be released as part 
of a Pentagon report to Congress later this month. 

He said the partner countries -- Britain, Australia, Canada, 
Italy, Turkey, Denmark, Norway and the Netherlands -- 
remained committed to the program, although some would 
likely postpone their own orders as a result of the U.S. move. 

Italy has already announced plans to cut its total order of 
131 planes to 90 planes, a reduction of 30 percent. 

Japan Deal "Firm" 
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Venlet said he had assured Japan, one of the first two 
foreign countries outside the partnership to buy the jet, that the 
terms of its agreement in December to buy 42 F-35 fighter jets 
would not change as a result of the U.S. move. 

"Their deal is firm," he told a defense conference hosted 
by Credit Suisse and defense consultant Jim McAleese. 

Japanese Defense Minister Naoki Tanaka last week said 
Japan could cancel orders for F-35 jets if the price rose. Japan 
is due to pay 9.9 billion yen per fighter for an initial batch of 
four F-35s scheduled for delivery by March 2017. 

"We can look national leadership in the eye and say, 
'Your deal is good, with the deal that you were offered,'" 
Venlet told reporters after his speech at the conference, 
referring to his conversations with Japanese leaders. 

He said Washington was in discussions with Singapore, 
South Korea and other countries about additional foreign 
military sales of the F-35, which would help offset delays in 
U.S. and international orders. 

He said Israel had expressed interest in a second batch of 
planes beyond its first order for 19 fighters. "I know that that's 
out there as an aspiration. We haven't entered any detailed 
financial discussions with them on it," he said. 

Pentagon Pressing Lockheed To Drive Down Price 
Venlet said the Pentagon was in negotiations with 

Lockheed about a contract for a fifth batch of 30 production 
planes, but gave no details. 

He said Washington expected the price of those planes to 
be lower than in the last contract signed with Lockheed, 
despite the current plateau in annual production levels. 

"Both parties know that there's an expected benefit year 
by year, even though you're flat, and I'm confident that we'll 
come to a fair and reasonable deal," he said. 

Separately, the U.S. Air Force said expects to start 
operational use of the F-35 later than its previous target of 
2016, given the Pentagon's plan to slow down production and 
allow more time for development. 

"It will move to the right," Lieutenant General Herbert 
Carlisle, deputy chief of staff for operations, plans and 
requirements, told the same conference. 

Carlisle said the F-35 would reach "initial operational 
capability" only after achieving certain milestones, including 
software development, operational test and establishment of a 
crew of maintainers. 

Air Force officials now expected those milestones to be 
achieved "later in the decade," he said. 

The slowdown in production has been widely expected to 
result in delays in operational use of the new aircraft, but 
Carlisle's comments provided the first clear indication that the 
Air Force will not be able to start using its new warplanes 
until after 2016. 

Venlet acknowledged that delays in operational use could 
be problematic for some international partners and other 
foreign customers, but said the plane was showing solid 
progress. 

Carlisle said the Air Force would carry out service life 
extensions and add capabilities to existing F-16 fighters to 
bridge the gap, but had not changed its plan to buy a total of 
1,763 F-35 fighters over the next decades. 

Venlet said the total U.S. order remained unchanged at 
2,443 fighters for the Air Force, the Marines and the Navy. 
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32. Pentagon Feeling Fuel Price Pinch 
(DEFENSE DAILY 09 MAR 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

The surge in fuel costs this year is putting a squeeze on 
the military and could cause some "serious" problems for the 
2012 budget, the Pentagon's chief financial officer said 
yesterday. 

Comptroller Robert Hale said at a conference hosted by 
Credit Suisse in Arlington, Va., that the Pentagon budgeted its 
fuel cost at $88 per barrel and the current price of $110 could 
wreak havoc on its fiscal plans. 

"If it stays at this level or goes higher, we got a serious 
budget problem facing us," Hale warned. The Pentagon 
planned to spend $17 billion this year on fuel, including $5 
billion for overseas contingency operations. 

Hale said the high prices could force the Pentagon to 
redirect money from investment accounts or from operating 
accounts that are under executing. 
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33. NASSCO Humming With Ship Repairs, Construction 
(SAN DIEGO UNION TRIBUNE 08 MAR 12) ... Gary Robbins 

General Dynamics-NASSCO, the last major shipbuilder 
on the West Coast, will be busy through the rest of the year, 
based on a work schedule issued by the company. Some of the 
work is being done at the main NASSCO yard in San Diego. 
The company also is collaborating on projects with nearby 
BAE San Diego Ship Repair and Continental Maritime on 
other projects. Here's a snapshot of what's going on and 
coming up. 

NASSCO is wrapping up repair-modernization work this 
week on the Curts, a 453-foot frigate that will turn 30 next 
year. The Navy is phasing out frigates like Curts, replacing 
them with the littoral combat ship. NASSCO also is finishing 
up work on the frigate Vandegrift, and its doing repairs on 

Antietam, a 567-foot cruiser that will mark its 25th 
anniversary as a commissioned ship in June. 

The company has workers at Naval Station San Diego 
(NSSD), where they'll finish work on March 18 on the 610-
foot dock transport ship Rushmore, which will turn 21 in June. 
NASSCO also has workers at NSSD doing repairs and 
upgrades on the 820-foot amphibious assault ship Peleliu, 
which turns 31 in May. Peleliu is nearing the end of its service 
life. Additionally, NASSCO is at NSSD working on the frigate 
Thach, the 609-foot dock landing ship Comstock, and the 
amphibious assault ship Boxer. 

Further, NASSCO is at BAE helping upgrade the cruiser 
Lake Champlain and the new destroyer William P. Lawrence. 
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The schedule calls for NASSCO to send workers to 
Continental Maritime in July to work on dock landing ship 
Harpers Ferry. NASSCO already has people at Continental 
working on the 509-foot destroyer Preble. 

NASSCO also is building the Cesar Chavez, a dry cargo 
ship to be used by the Navy, and the Montford Point, a Navy 

Mobile Landing Platform ship. Chavez will be christened and 
launched on May 5th. NASSCO will build all three MLPs 
ordered by the Navy. It also appears that NASSCO will 
perform a major overhaul on the amphibious assault ship 
Essex, starting later this year. 

Submarine Topeka deploys to the western Pacific. 
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34. Shipyard To Undergo $38m Worth Of Energy, Structural Repairs 
(FOSTER (NH) DAILY DEMOCRAT 09 MAR 12) ... Jim Haddadin 

KITTERY, Maine — The U.S. Navy has awarded a $38 
million contract for repairs and energy efficiency upgrades at 
Portsmouth Naval Shipyard. 

The winning bid was submitted by Environmental 
Chemical Corp., a defense contractor based in California with 
headquarters in Marlborough, Mass. This week, ECC was 
awarded a $38,228,490 fixed-price contract for energy and 
structural repairs at the shipyard, according to a notice from 
the Department of Defense. 

The Navy has stated the backlog of necessary work at 
Portsmouth Naval Shipyard is at least $513 million. After 
receiving a request from the Senate, the Government 
Accountability Office undertook an independent study of the 
requirements at the nation's four public shipyards, and 
concluded in November 2010 that the Navy has 
underestimated modernization requirements. 

Last March, the Navy announced plans to invest up to 
$100 million to upgrade and modernize facilities at the 
shipyard this fiscal year, which ends in September. The $38 
million grant awarded this week represents the first investment 
under that plan. 

"I am pleased that the Navy recognizes the critical need 
for these investments at the shipyard," Maine Sen. Susan 
Collins said Thursday in a statement. "This will help improve 
the safety and efficiency of the terrific workforce that keeps 
our nation's nuclear submarines ready for sea every day." 

Funding for the project will come from the Navy's $1.4 
billion Sustainment, Restoration and Modernization budget, 
according to Collins, a Republican who serves on both the 
Senate Armed Services Committee and Defense 
Appropriations Subcommittee. 

The work consists of repairs and upgrades to building 
number 178 intended to transform the facility into a 
"consolidated state-of-the-art shipyard industrial material 
handling facility," according to the DOD announcement. The 
job is expected to be completed by December 2014. 

Through the upgrades to the building, the Navy aims to 
achieve an annual energy savings of 25,062 million metric 
BTUs, according to the defense department. The Navy also 
hopes to qualify for a silver certification under the LEED 
energy efficiency rating system. 

The Navy received nine proposals for the project during a 
competitive bidding process conducted through the Navy 

Electronic Commerce Online website, according to the 
announcement. 

Environmental Energy Corp. performs construction and 
modernization work across the globe, focusing primarily on 
government clients, according to spokesperson Glenn Sweatt. 
He said the company has a long history of working at the 
shipyard. 

"We've been working up at the shipyard for years and 
years and years," he said. 

Sweatt said the $38 million contract will require the 
company to expand its work force at the shipyard, since it 
calls for significant work over a period of more than two 
years. 

"It's a very interesting job, just technically speaking," he 
said. 

While the project gets under way, lawmakers in 
Washington, D.C., will be discussing how to scale back the 
country's military spending. The defense department's budget 
is set to take a $457 billion hit in January, and President 
Barack Obama has indicated he's interested in commencing a 
new round of base closures as early as 2013. 

Portsmouth Naval Shipyard found itself on the chopping 
block during the last base closure study process in 2005, but 
was ultimately taken off the closure list. The state's 
congressional delegation has vigorously opposed changes that 
would affect the shipyard this year, as have their counterparts 
in Maine. 

Collins was asked to comment on whether the defense 
department's decision to award the $38 million contract is 
positive sign for the shipyard's future, in the face of potential 
cuts in military spending. A spokesperson said the Maine 
senator doesn't believe base closures "would make sense for 
our national defense or taxpayers," at this time. 

"The men and women at Portsmouth Naval Shipyard have 
provided outstanding, valuable, and efficient service in 
support of U.S. naval operations for almost 200 years," Collins 
said. "No one in the country does what they do as well as they 
do it." 

A Portsmouth Naval Shipyard spokesperson did not 
respond by press time to a request for information about the 
repair contract Thursday. 
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35. Attention Sailors And Marines – You Got A Problem? ONR’s TechSolutions Can Solve It! 
One Of The Best Kept Secrets In The Department Of The Navy 
(CHIPS 06 MAR 12) ... Sharon Anderson 

Does the annoying buzz from fluorescent lighting keep 
you up nights? Do you need assistive technology for night 

driving or to move from planning on paper to the ease of 
digital collaboration? 
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These are just a few examples of the problems that were 
solved by the Office of Naval Research's (ONR's) 
TechSolutions program. 

TechSolutions is one of ONR's rapid response 
development efforts. Typically, a problem is submitted by a 
Sailor or Marine, a solution investigated, prototyped and 
fielded in 12 to 14 months from when a request comes in, 
explained Stephanie Everett, ONR TechSolutions program 
manager. 

"ONR is probably best known for its basic research, but at 
TechSolutions we look for projects with lower risk and higher 
payoff. Often, when we come up with a solution, the 
operational community will say, ‘Of course, why hasn't 
somebody thought of this before,'" Everett said. 

TechSolutions must be one of the best kept secrets in the 
Department of the Navy, but ONR's Command Master Chief 
Charles Ziervogel, who oversees TechSolutions, is working to 
change that by reaching out to the naval community. 

"We use word of mouth, and we do go out to visit fleet 
concentration areas. We publicize the program with videos 
(http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gfy9hiBl4Jk&feature=you
tu.be); we actually have two now [to publicize our success 
stories]," Ziervogel said. "We always need to do more 
outreach to get the word out." 

TechSolutions personnel partner with subject matter 
experts and the scientific community to find the right 
technologies to solve the problems brought to them by the 
warfighters. 

"We work with ONR science advisers to encourage 
Sailors and Marines to bring us their problems, and we visit 
the systems commands and warfare centers to encourage them 
to offer solution ideas. But we work strictly on a technology 
pull basis— we aren't looking for solutions until we see what 
the problem is," Everett said. 

Available on the Internet and SIPRNET, TechSolutions 
accepts recommendations and suggestions from Navy and 
Marine Corps personnel working at the ground level on ways 
to improve mission effectiveness through the application of 
technology. It is solely focused on delivering needed 
technology to the U.S. Navy and Marine Corps and moving 
the sea services toward more effective and efficient use of 
personnel. TechSolutions uses rapid prototyping of 
technologies to meet specific operational needs. 

Each project is structured with definable metrics and 
includes appropriate systems command elements in an 
integrated product team concept. While neither a substitute for 
the acquisition process, nor a replacement for the systems 
commands, TechSolutions aims to provide the fleet and force 
with prototypes that deliver 70 to 80 percent solutions which 
address immediate needs and can be easily transitioned by the 
acquisition community. First in the process is an evaluation of 
the problem. 

"We do validation in-house first; I give it a gut check with 
my 23 years as an operational Sailor. Sometimes we see 
symptoms not problems, and then we reach out to the 
community to figure out what the underlying issue is that we 
need to address. We go to subject matter experts in the field 
and at ONR and science advisers in the naval research 
community. We focus on the problem to find the right 
solution," Ziervogel said. 

An important part of the development is the actual 
involvement of the service member who suggested the 
problem. 

"We reach out to both the operational and scientific 
communities — and we will involve that person that brought 
the problem to our attention. I would have liked it when I was 
a junior Sailor to be involved in a process that was going to 
affect me and fix a problem I had," Ziervogel said. 

Quality of life issues or operational problems--if they can 
be fixed with technology, TechSolutions will investigate them 
all. 

"We don't limit ourselves in the type of problems we look 
at — anything that has direct impact on warfighters. Over the 
years, we have [made improvements] in training, power 
management, fire control systems, unmanned systems, 
maintenance and total ownership costs — it's a wide variety," 
Ziervogel said. 

The request to replace noisy fluorescent bunk lights with 
LEDs, submitted by a sonar technician from Commander, 
Submarine Force, Atlantic Fleet, in Norfolk, Va., led to the 
development and certification of a suite of LED fixtures that 
are direct form-fit-function replacements for all the T8W5 
light fixtures currently used by the Navy. 

"We had a request from a guy on a submarine asking us to 
do something about the buzzing fluorescent lights above his 
bunk. It was a quality of life issue, but it saved the Navy 
money. Compared with fluorescent lights, LED fixtures last 
much longer. Incandescent lights last hundreds of hours, 
fluorescent lights last thousands of hours, and LED lights last 
tens of thousands of hours. The fluorescent lights ran at 10 
watts and always needed to be replaced, and because they 
contain mercury, they require HAZMAT handling since 
hazardous materials require special disposal," Ziervogel said. 

LED fixtures are more efficient, reducing maintenance 
requirements, energy usage and costs associated with storage, 
handling and disposal, according to Everett. 

Long term, solid state lighting usage fleetwide could add 
up to considerable savings and improved readiness. 

"The IPARTS (Improved Performance Assessment and 
Readiness Training System) submission came from the 
officer-in-charge at the LSO (Landing Signal Officer) School. 
Feedback has been community-wide, and it is tremendous," 
Ziervogel said. 

LSOs have the critical responsibility of providing timely 
and accurate feedback to pilots to avoid a catastrophe as they 
approach and land on carrier decks. They must track pilot 
performances, calculate real-time grade-point averages and 
boarding rates, and make quick decisions on students' abilities 
— all of which is currently recorded by hand. 

IPARTS is an automated system that replaces the pen-
and-paper data collection system currently used on aircraft 
carriers. It leverages a networked Oracle database, laptops and 
a handheld tablet computer. The tablet enables LSOs to record 
passes directly into the database in real-time. The handheld 
component also allows LSOs to use shorthand for expedient 
data entry during recoveries. IPARTS also automatically 
generates frequently used documents and identifies pilot 
trends. 

But IPARTS has wider applications beyond just making 
an LSO's job easier. It will contribute to aviation training and 
safety across all naval carrier wings and squadrons. 



 28

Ultimately, IPARTS will collect data from across the fleet, 
providing decision makers with a realistic picture of carrier 
aviation readiness. 

"LSOs now have tools that they didn't have before. They 
(pilots) know how they performed on landing. IPARTS helps 
with training pilots with more advanced tracking and analysis 
products and a central repository for pilot records," Ziervogel 
said. 

The average cost of a TechSolutions project is about 
$750,000, Everett explained. 

"We fund approximately 10 new projects a year, but we 
have rolling starts, so at any given time we have programs at 
all stages of the cycle – some just beginning, some ending, and 
some that are still in the preparatory phase," Everett added. 

Suggesting a problem for TechSolutions is unexpectedly 
straightforward--no specialized technical knowledge is 
required, nor do submitters have to file piles of paperwork. 

"We try to make it as easy as possible to submit a 
problem, just go to our website 
(https://www.onr.navy.mil/techsolutions); no CAC login is 
required. All you have to do is answer three basic questions: 
Who you are; the problem you have; and what the solution 
needs to do," Ziervogel said. 

Once a problem is submitted, Sailors and Marines are 
always provided feedback, according to Ziervogel. 

"Sailors are surprised to find that it is so simple to submit 
a problem. Their first reaction is that they are surprised that 
somebody actually responded. We try to be immediately 
available and responsive to their suggestions." 
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36. Marines Boost Drone Program 
Expanded role highlights military’s emphasis on unmanned aerial vehicles 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 08 MAR 12) ... Gretel C. Kovach 

As the Marine Corps cuts about 10 percent of its forces in 
the next few years, it is adding personnel to its four drone 
squadrons and may create a fifth. 

A new occupation specialty will lead to the first dedicated 
Marine officer corps for unmanned systems, to work in 
conjunction with full-time drone operators from the enlisted 
ranks. 

And the Corps last year approved an urgent request from 
Marine battle commanders who wanted a weaponized drone of 
their own to shoot down insurgents burying roadside bombs. 

Unmanned aerial vehicles “are the mantra that everybody 
is talking about now. It’s cheaper, it’s more efficient and it 
gives us consistent on-station time that manned aircraft do 
not,” Lt. Gen. Terry Robling, head of Marine aviation, said 
during a visit to San Diego last month. “You cannot 
completely take away manned aircraft. That will probably be 
some time in the future before technology develops to that 
point, but we’re getting there.” 

The Marine Corps is a bit player in the military’s overall 
drone program, which is dominated by the Predator, Reaper 
and Gray Eagle drones made by General Atomics 
Aeronautical Systems in San Diego and the Global Hawk 
made by Northrop Grumman in Rancho Bernardo. 

But the investment by the smallest branch of the armed 
services, and one that has traditionally weighted its budget 
toward infantry manpower, is a sign of the times as the 
unmanned segment of military aviation grows exponentially in 
number of aircraft, cost and mission responsibilities. 

The Corps’ latest drone project is the RQ-21A Integrator, 
which buzzed over the Twentynine Palms Marine base on its 
maiden tactical voyage this year. Despite its small size — it 
has a 16-foot wingspan — the unmanned aircraft under 
development by Insitu Inc., a Boeing subsidiary, is among a 
technologically powerful new generation of UAVs for the 
military. 

On a recent day, the Integrator’s launch team ratcheted 
back the catapult and shot the drone into the sky. The aircraft 
cruised over the undulating desert landscape at 63 mph and 
then spun to a stop in midair, its wing hooked on a high-
tension wire suspended from a receiving tower. 

This unique mechanism will enable the Marines to fly the 
aircraft while underway on amphibious ships after it joins the 
fleet in fiscal 2013, adding a new mission for drones that have 
been used extensively in recent years to protect ground-
combat forces in Afghanistan. 

After spending most of his career flying F/A-18 Hornet 
attack jets, Lt. Col. Timothy Burton now commands VMU-3, 
which was established in 2008 and is one of two drone 
squadrons based at the Twentynine Palms Marine combat 
center. 

Last year, the squadron deployed to Afghanistan with a 
force then numbering less than 200 Marines and flew a record 
30,000-plus hours, using Shadow drones developed for the 
Army and the smaller ScanEagles contracted from Boeing 
subsidiary Insitu that the Integrator will replace. 

“We operated 24/7. The demand is insatiable,” Burton 
said. “Everyone else is downsizing, but we know we’re 
growing.” 

The U.S. military has been experimenting with so-called 
robot planes for nearly a century. They made their air combat 
debut during the Vietnam War, but remained impractical for 
widespread use until technological advances of the past 10 or 
15 years led to powerful onboard sensors and improved 
navigation, communications and satellite bandwidth. 

Today, the Coast Guard and U.S. Border Patrol use 
drones to monitor land and sea and protect oil and gas 
pipelines. The CIA operates a covert drone program targeting 
terrorist leaders in Afghanistan, Pakistan, Somalia and Yemen. 
The State Department uses surveillance drones to protect U.S. 
diplomatic personnel in Iraq. 

A Predator reportedly shot a Stinger missile at an Iraqi 
MiG in 2003 before the Iraqi aircraft shot it down. But the last 
frontier for aerial drones is expected to be air-to-air combat. 

The Defense Department primarily uses aerial drones for 
surveillance, targeting and ground attack, while its unmanned 
maritime systems handle some dangerous jobs like mine 
detection and remote-controlled ground vehicles dispose of 
bombs. The number of potential missions being tested or 
considered is rapidly proliferating, however, from cargo 
delivery to search and rescue and psychological operations 
like dropping leaflets. 
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The military inventory of unmanned aircraft increased 
from 167 in 2002 to nearly 7,500 in 2010, according to a 
January report to Congress by the Congressional Research 
Service. Today, 69 percent of aircraft are manned by onboard 
pilots, down from 95 percent in 2005. 

The larger military drones flew less than 50,000 flight 
hours annually through 2003. By 2010, they topped 550,000 
flight hours. Including more numerous handheld drones 
weighing 20 pounds or less, unmanned aerial systems flew 
more than 1 million combat flight hours in 2010, according to 
the Pentagon. 

As recently as last year, many analysts expected the boom 
in the drone industry to continue unchecked. Although 
military spending on unmanned systems remains robust, the 
Pentagon is being forced to cut back. 

The fiscal 2013 Defense Department budget request 
includes a 12 percent drop in aviation spending to $47.6 
billion, including almost $3.8 billion for research, 
development and procurement of aerial drones. 

The amount enacted for aerial drones this year was $4.2 
billion, a slight bump over last year’s spending of $4.1 billion 
but a drop from the $4.5 billion invested in 2010, according to 
figures from Lt. Col. Elizabeth Robbins, a Defense 
Department press officer. 

The Teal Group, a U.S. defense research firm, forecast 
last year that annual spending worldwide on unmanned aerial 
vehicles would almost double to $11.3 billion over the next 

decade, fueled by increased spending in Asia and a planned 
expansion of the U.S. fleet of about 30 percent. 

Despite tighter purse strings this year, Steve Zaloga, a 
senior analyst for the Teal Group, said he expects defense 
spending on aerial drones to remain strong: “They are not one 
of those that are going to get hammered badly in the austerity 
program. I’m not saying they’re not going to get trimmed at 
all, but they’re not going to get hit anywhere near as severely 
as a lot of other areas.” 

UAVs are an up-and-coming technology well-suited to 
the kinds of operations the Pentagon expects to be involved in 
after the war in Afghanistan, namely surveillance over lawless 
areas or messy policing actions, Zaloga said: “They see a 
future for this type of intelligence requirement.” 

The Marines plan to buy 160 Integrators. Deployed at sea, 
the small drones with their infrared sensors and cameras will 
help in security operations and disaster relief, patrol the coast 
and commercial sea lanes, target enemies and interdict pirates, 
among other missions. 

“When you’re posed with technology that is so 
innovative, it opens up a completely new realm of how we 
could conduct operations,” said Lt. Col. Brad Beach, 
unmanned aerial systems coordinator for the Marine Corps. 

“It is also a recognition of what our future role is, looking 
toward the Pacific. More and more of that capability has to 
come from afloat (versus) ashore. That is driving not only the 
technical solution, but also the concept of operations and the 
manning.” 
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BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
37. Congress Pushed On New Base Closings 
Defense Says It May Close Some Facilities If Congress Doesn’t Approve Proposal For More Base Closings 
(WASHINGTON POST 08 MAR 12) ... Steve Vogel 

Defense Department officials warned a House panel 
Thursday that if Congress does not approve the Obama 
administration’s proposal for two new rounds of base closings, 
the Pentagon will use existing authority to close some 
facilities. 

“Strategic and fiscal imperatives leave the department no 
alternative — we must close and realign military bases here in 
the United States,” Dorothy Robyn, deputy undersecretary of 
defense for installations and environment, told the House 
Armed Services readiness subcommittee at a hearing on the 
request for more Base Realignment and Closure (BRAC) 
rounds. 

“If Congress does not authorize additional BRAC rounds 
... the department will be forced to use its existing authorities 
to begin to support our new defense strategy,” Robyn said. 

She said that the Defense Department has more than 
300,000 buildings and 2.2 billion square feet of space, which 
is “more than Wal-Mart.” 

“We are focused on getting rid of capacity we don’t need 
so we can use the resources elsewhere,” Robyn said. 

The proposal came under sharp bipartisan attack from 
panel members who criticized the administration for making 
the plan without providing any estimates of cost savings or 
other details. 

“We need a lot more facts before we pass on another 
round of BRAC,” said Rep. J. Randy Forbes (R-Va.), 
chairman of the readiness subcommittee. 

“I’m as concerned as other members in not knowing the 
cost,” said Rep. Silvestre Reyes (D-Tex.). “We’re moving in 
the dark with a request for two BRACs.” 

Some members also argued that making further cuts 
ignored looming threats to U.S. security, in particular with 
U.S. troops still in Afghanistan and as the United States and 
other world powers press Iran over alleged research into 
nuclear weapons. 

The Obama administration is “losing sight of the fact 
we’re still at war,” Rep. Mike D. Rogers (R-Ala.) said. “We 
could be in Iran in a heartbeat.” 

Robyn said that the Pentagon has only begun “initial 
preparatory work” for a new BRAC, including making 
inventories of property and examining whether analytical tools 
for evaluating which facilities to close need to be updated. 

“If we do get authorization for 2013, we can move out 
smartly,” she added. 

Robyn said the administration is requesting two rounds 
because of uncertainty over how deep defense budget cuts will 
be. “A second round would give us a chance to adapt to things 
that happen subsequently,” she said. 

Robyn warned that if the Pentagon is forced to make cuts 
outside of the BRAC process, it would be “severely 



 30

constrained in what it can do to help local communities.” 
Unlike under BRAC, communities would have no role in 
determining the fate of property and would have to pay fair-
market value for the land, she said. 

“Communities would have to fend for themselves to a 
much larger degree,” Robyn said. 

Many in Congress are still licking their wounds from the 
2005 BRAC, the largest and costliest round ever, which 
resulted in 190 closures and realignments. 

A Defense Department budget report submitted to 
Congress last month showed that the total one-time cost for 
implementing the last round of BRAC was $35.1 billion. This 
cost was about 67 percent higher than the $21 billion that had 

been estimated by the Defense Base Closure and Realignment 
Commission in September 2005. 

Robyn acknowledged that the 2005 BRAC round will not 
break even until 2018. But she said that the last BRAC round 
“is not the right comparison” to the proposed new rounds 
because it “was not about savings.” 

The argument was supported by a Government 
Accountability Office report issued Thursday, which found 
that the results of the 2005 BRAC were heavily influenced by 
then-Defense Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld’s goals of 
transforming the military and fostering cohesiveness among 
the military services. 
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38. Pentagon: Base Closings Must Join Cuts To Troops 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 09 MAR 12) ... Bill Bartel 

Pentagon officials got a chilly reception Thursday from 
Republicans and Democrats on a military readiness 
subcommittee when they testified about two new rounds of 
base closings proposed by the Obama administration. 

Several legislators said the defense officials need to 
provide considerably more specific information to justify 
Congress approving another Base Realignment and Closure 
commission, or BRAC. 

Some, including the panel's chairman, U.S. Rep. Randy 
Forbes, indicated they cannot support a new commission 
because they object to the administration's plans to downsize 
the military. 

A BRAC commission's work seven years ago led to the 
closing of Fort Monroe in Hampton as well as a 
recommendation that Oceana Naval Air Station in Virginia 
Beach be shut down. State and local officials managed to keep 
Oceana open with pledges to more strongly address the Navy's 
concerns about development encroaching on the base. 

Administration officials proposed the two new rounds - 
next year and in 2015 - last month as part of a postwar defense 
strategy that shrinks the size of the Army and Marine Corps 
and reduces spending by $487 billion over 10 years. 

"Simply stated, the cuts in force structure that we're 
implementing must be accompanied by cuts in supporting 
infrastructure, including military bases," Dorothy Robyn, a 

deputy undersecretary of defense, told the subcommittee of the 
House Armed Services Committee. "If we retain bases that are 
excess to strategic and mission requirements we will be forced 
to cut spending on forces, training and modernization." 

Robyn said the Pentagon could make some cuts in 
military installations without BRAC, which must be approved 
and funded by Congress, but it would be "severely 
constrained" in helping communities near closed bases deal 
with the economic loss. 

"Communities would have to fend for themselves to a 
much greater degree," she said. 

Forbes, a Republican from Chesapeake who has been 
critical of the administration's proposal to limit defense 
spending, said he can't justify a new base closings 
commission. 

U.S. Rep. Joe Courtney, a Connecticut Democrat, said 
legislators who are being urged to approve the commission by 
next year have yet to be shown how money would be saved. 

The legislators also expressed dismay that Pentagon 
officials want to move forward with more base closings when 
they are still paying for the 2005 BRAC, which cost $35 
billion. 

That effort saved $3.8 billion a year, with the entire cost 
of the shutdowns expected to be recouped by 2018, said Brian 
Lepore, of the Government Accountability Office. 
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39. New Pathology Center Continues Quest For Top-Notch Care 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 08 MAR 12) ... Terri Moon Cronk 

SILVER SPRING, Md. – Pathology, the study of disease, 
has a new home in military medicine’s quest for top-notch 
care of service members, veterans and their families. 

The Joint Pathology Center, a new Defense Department 
organization, has assumed the second-opinion work of human 
and veterinary pathology from the Armed Forces Institute of 
Pathology, which closed in September. 

“The AFIP was a venerable, renowned institution, not just 
to the military but the world,” Navy Vice Adm. John M. 
Mateczun, commander of Joint Task Force National Capital 
Region Medical, said March 6 before the first tour of the 
center by local and federal officials since the transfer of 
responsibility from AFIP began in April. 

“The Joint Pathology Center is the future of medicine 
resources beyond words,” Mateczun added. 

The 2008 National Defense Authorization Act established 
the center after Congress saw a need for it in federal medicine, 
Mateczun said. The center comes under the umbrella of the 
Joint Task Force of the National Capital Region. 

“The mission of the [Joint Pathology Center] is 
consultation, education and research,” said Army Col. Thomas 
Baker, the center’s interim director. In addition to human 
pathology, the center conducts a veterinary pathology 
residency rotation so students can study military working dogs 
and other animals to better manage and improve their care, 
officials said. 

The centerpiece of the pathology center is AFIP’s tissue 
repository, for which the center now has responsibility. It 
comprises a collection of 7.4 million cases that include 32 
million tissue samples and 55 million pathology glass slides, 
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gathered from cases kept since 1917, Baker said. The 
repository helps current research by allowing comparison of 
new slides of diseases to old ones, he added. 

“It is a national treasure,” Baker said, noting that no cases 
have been disposed of since the repository’s inception during 
World War I. “We can relook at specimens of all different 
diagnoses from before.” The former AFIP also diagnosed 
civilian pathology cases but a General Accountability Office 
study determined that resources in academia could easily 
handle that mission. 

The new center’s staff comprises 30 pathologists who 
specialize in each organ of the body. Altogether, Baker said, 
the center makes 18,000 diagnoses per year on cases that are 
difficult to diagnose at other hospitals. 

The center’s second opinion can alter a patient’s 
diagnosis, treatment and prognosis, Baker said. Using 
“telepathology,” he added, a pathologist at a Veterans Affairs 
or military hospital overseas anywhere in the world can get a 
patient’s results back from the center in 24 hours. 

Using the latest medical technology, a scanning electron 
microscope can show the inside of a single cell up to 100,000 

times its actual size. A transmission scanning microscope 
scans the surface of cells that are magnified 1 million times. 
The center’s advanced technology exceeds capabilities 
available at other pathology laboratories in diagnosing tumor 
types, determining certain genetic alterations, recommending 
types of chemotherapy and helping to determine long-term 
survival prospects for patients, Baker said. 

Molecular laboratories at the new center can detect 
specific micro-organisms, viruses and bacteria in very low 
levels and diagnose hereditary syndromes, he added. 

When a diagnosis is complete, specimens are preserved in 
wax and stored at the center’s tissue repository, where 
officials estimated that about 17,300 cases are stored in any 
given aisle. 

The center also runs a laboratory at nearby Joint Base 
Andrews to analyze shrapnel removed from troops wounded 
in war to look for traces of uranium, Baker said. DOD and VA 
require analysis of all combat-associated metal fragments, 
once thought to be nonthreatening, that might pose long-term 
health hazards, he explained. 
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40. U.S. Asks Japan For Additional $1.2 Billion To Move Marines To Guam 
(YOMIURI SHIMBUN 08 MAR 12) ... Kentaro Nakajima 

WASHINGTON -- The United States has asked for an 
increase in Japan's financial contribution to the transfer of 
U.S. Marines stationed in Okinawa Prefecture to Guam, 
requesting $4 billion instead of the $2.8 billion the sides 
agreed on in 2006, according to sources close to the bilateral 
talks. 

The U.S. request was made during negotiations, which 
began in earnest last month, on reviewing the 2006 Japan-U.S. 
agreement on the realignment of U.S. forces in Japan. The 
government has turned down the request, but the negotiations 
are expected to run into difficulties over the issue, according 
to the sources. 

Regarding the 2006 agreement, both sides estimated the 
costs of developing facilities and infrastructure needed to 
transfer the Marines from Okinawa Prefecture to Guam at 
$10.27 billion. Of that amount, the two countries agreed that 
Japan will give the United States up to $2.8 billion in direct 
cash contributions for constructing the headquarters building, 
barracks and facilities related to the Marines' daily living, and 
provide $3.29 billion in loans and government investment for 
developing residences for families and other infrastructure. 

However, during last month's negotiations on reviewing 
the 2006 agreement, Washington asked Tokyo to decrease 
Japan's share in loans and investment and instead requested 
$1.2 billion more in direct cash contributions, according to the 
sources. 

The U.S. government is believed to have cited the 
increase of transfer costs caused by the delay in developing 
infrastructure in Guam as one of the reasons for the request. 

Under the review, the two countries are discussing plans 
to relocate the Marines to places other than Guam, and the 
money needed to build facilities in these other locations could 
be another reason for the request. 

According to the sources, Japan has told the United States 
it cannot increase the amount, as the number of U.S. Marines 
to be transferred to Guam is expected to be less than the 2006 
agreement specified. 

Foreign and defense ministry officials of the two 
governments are scheduled to hold director general-level 
officials' meetings on Thursday and Friday, and deputy 
director general-level meetings on Monday and Tuesday. 
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NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
41. Defense Health Agency: Next Step To Curb Medical Costs 
(MILITARY UPDATE 08 MAR 12) ... Tom Philpott 

Defense officials have asked Congress to approve a new 
governance structure for the military health care system that, 
like higher TRICARE fees, would help to curb what, for a 
decade, have been runaway medical costs, officials explained. 

The centerpiece of the plan is to elevate of the TRICARE 
Management Activity to a more powerful Defense Health 
Agency (DHA), with new authorities to use more effectively 
the military’s direct care system and to manage more carefully 
purchased care through TRICARE support contractors. 

The DHA also would impose new business processes and 
appoint market managers in areas with multi-service medical 
facilities so operations are streamlined. The agency also would 
reduce redundancies across the separate medical commands of 
the Army, Navy and Air Force by combining where possible 
functions for purchasing, logistics and information 
technology. 

Service medical commands would continue to be run 
separately, a concession to those who see them providing 
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unique strengths and expertise. But to critics, including some 
lawmakers, who still want a joint medical command running 
military healthcare, as numerous studies have endorsed, the 
DHA should be seen as a reasonable interim step, said Dr. 
Jonathan Woodson, assistant secretary of defense for health 
affairs. 

“The Defense Health Agency will be an important pillar 
of any unified health command if that, indeed, were 
considered down the line,” Woodson explained to several 
journalists during a briefing on the proposed structure. 

The strongest reason to keep Army, Navy and Air Force 
medical commands, led by separate surgeons general, is 
operational medicine, Woodson said. The Navy is trained to 
deliver care to units afloat and to deployed Marines, the Air 
Force has expertise in aerial platforms and Army docs are 
trained to deliver medical ground support in combat theaters. 

“The whole idea is not to throw the baby out with the 
bathwater. To design a system that creates…the best quality in 
health care [and] access, but preserves the unique features that 
individual service cultures bring to the fight,” Woodson said. 

A DHA, he added, will “allow us to get maximum effort 
and efficiency of shared services, and really creates the 70-
percent solution, without having to tear the services apart in 
reorganizing…a cumbersome and probably more expensive” 
command, and doing so in wartime. 

A Pentagon task force established last June drafted the 
new governance plan. But Congress temporarily blocked it, 
demanding a report from the department that describes every 
option studied, the potential impact on readiness of each, and 
their projected cost savings. 

The DHA eyed would be led by a three-star officer and 
would report to Woodson, the department’s most senior health 
official. The surgeons general would focus more heavily on 
operational medicine and less on the garrison care and 
insurance benefit for troops, retirees and their families. 

The Washington D.C. area, which has seen heavy 
realignment of medical facilities with a new hospital at Fort 
Belvoir, Va., and the Walter Reed National Military Medical 
Center consolidated at Bethesda, Md., would see another 
governance change. These new hospitals now fall under Joint 
Task Force National Capitol Region Medical, which is led by 
a three-star admiral who reports to the deputy defense 
secretary. The JTF CAPMED would be replaced by a two-star 
run directorate, which would report to DHA. 

With the plan delivered, the Government Accountability 
Office, auditing arm of Congress, now has 180 days to review 
recommendations, comment on strengths and weaknesses, and 
report its own estimate of cost savings to House and Senate 

defense committees. Lawmakers gave themselves an 
additional 120 days to study GAO’s findings and the task 
force report, and then to accept, reject or modify what the 
department wants to do. 

After the full 300-day review period, Woodson said, “we 
are hopeful we will get the okay” to restructure. The savings 
from creating the DHA would be modest, about $50 million a 
year through reduced staffing, shaved off of a healthcare 
budget that will top $53 billion this year. 

But more substantial savings – in the billions of dollars 
annually – are expected once the DHA is operating to 
eliminate waste and can impose new business processes on 
military hospitals and clinics, and on purchased care contracts 
that govern TRICARE civilian networks. 

Woodson said he prefers not to release the department’s 
overall savings estimate for the governance plan. 

“If I give you a dollar amount, then we’re kind of struck 
with that. I would much rather give you the conservative 
estimate on what the restructuring of headquarters will 
provide. Then we will drive that change and we will reap the 
benefits” on the whole system, he said. 

Woodson did say that about 25 percent of on-base 
hospitals and clinics are underutilized. So a key goal of the 
DHA will be to use fully brick-and-mortar resources and 
reverse the exodus in recent years of patients to the more 
costly civilian TRICARE network. 

It might appear the surgeons general are losing some 
authority, particularly in areas with multi-service medical 
facilities. But Woodson said operational medicine would gain 
from new governance as dollars are spent more wisely. For 
example, if a base hospital sees it orthopedic specialist 
deployed for war, a DHA-run system will have more 
replacement options than to send patients to a civilian 
specialist until the doctor returns. 

A decade of war show that “unless you have a 
coordinated strategy that reaches across the services, we get a 
local solution,” which usually means patients go off base for 
care and they are hard to get back. 

The DHA would be able to back fill for deployed staff by 
tapping another service branch, reserve components or locally 
contracted physicians. With business plans in place, “there are 
all sorts of possibilities for solutions to maintaining our 
commitment to the beneficiary for on base care. 

The DHA would develop the requirements and have the 
surgeons general fill them. “Unless you have this collaborative 
administration structure,” Woodson said, the services would 
continue to operate “in their own little silos” and, as current 
cost growth shows, “that just doesn’t work.” 
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42. Naval Academy To Explore Building Cybersecurity Center 
(ANNAPOLIS CAPITAL GAZETTE 08 MAR 12) ... Tina Reed 

Naval Academy officials say they will be studying what it 
will take to build a brick-and-mortar cyber center on the Yard. 

This year’s plebe, or freshman, class will be first to have 
mandated cybersecurity classes throughout their years at the 
academy. Officials said yesterday that they are working 
toward offering a major in cybersecurity. 

U.S. Sen. Barbara Mikulski, D-Md., a member of the 
academy’s governing board, said Department of Defense 
officials have made it a priority to deal with the problem of 

protecting computer networks in the military. She said she 
supported focusing on “embedding a culture of cybersecurity 
in each of the midshipmen.” 

For example, once Naval Academy graduates head off to 
aircraft carriers, they’ll have access to the Internet. 

“They are Tweeting, Facebooking — doing all the 
wonderful things,” she said. “These are entry points to the 
Navy network. Everybody has to understand (that without) ... 
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cybersecurity, they could be a portal by which awful things 
can happen.” 

Earlier this month, a report from the Fort Meade Alliance 
highlighted deficiencies in the cyber training of students about 
to enter the work force. 

The academy’s superintendant, Vice Adm. Michael 
Miller, said there is a clear distinction between the cyber 
education students at the Naval Academy are receiving and 
true training in cybersecurity. 

“If we’re successful in this educational process, they’ll 
know where to look and what to do as they apply that to more 
technologically sophisticated machines. They’ll be 
knowledgable about the vulnerabilities,” Miller said. “There is 
a profound gap between an understanding of cybersecurity and 
what we do about it.” 

In response to the academy’s governing board of visitors’ 
request for better information regarding what it would take to 
build such a center, the academy is hiring a contractor. 
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43. New Ads Pitch Marine Corps' Kinder, Gentler Side 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 09 MAR 12) ... Pauline Jelinek 

WASHINGTON — They've long been known as devil 
dogs, leathernecks and "the first to fight." But U.S. Marines, 
with their self-described expertise in "killing people and 
breaking things," now want to promote their kinder side as 
well. 

A new Marine Corps advertising campaign starting this 
weekend takes its cue from research showing today's recruit-
age generation is interested in helping people. So the 
campaign is crafted to show Marines not only as warriors but 
as humanitarians and peacekeepers; not only as courageous 
but also as compassionate. 

Photos and videos to be distributed on television, in 
American movie theaters, on YouTube and elsewhere show 
Marines talking with children; bringing food, water and 
medical supplies to Haitian earthquake victims, and clearing 
rubble from a tsunami-devastated Japanese village. These 
missions aren't a new role for the Marines, but they are ones 
the force expects to do more of as it's freed from a decade of 
fighting land wars in Iraq and Afghanistan and returns to its 
seafaring, expeditionary roots. 

Entitled "Toward the Sounds of Chaos," the campaign 
seeks to explain that in an uncertain world, Marines "need to 
be ready to engage in whatever activity our country needs us 
to engage in," Brig. Gen. Joseph L. Osterman, head of the 
Marine Corps Recruiting Command, said in a recent 
interview. 

"That may go all the way from a combat-type 
environment, as we've been doing for the last 10 years, to 
what we did before ... emergent chaotic situations ... 
catastrophes ... natural disasters or failed-state-type situations 
where people need help," he said. 

The smallest of the service branches, at 202,000, the 
Marine Corps trains and equips itself with the aim of being 
light and agile enough to get to any crisis on a moment's 
notice. They sometimes call themselves "The 911 Force," at 
the ready to restore order, come to the rescue or evacuate 
those in danger. A Marine in one of the new advertising 
videos runs toward an unidentified city under a smoke-filled 
sky amid sounds of people screaming. 

"There are a few who move toward the sounds of chaos ... 
toward the sounds of tyranny, injustice and despair," a voice 
says. "Which way would you run?" 

The question is a subtle appeal to the generation known as 
millennials, who said in a survey that they believe in giving 
back to society, voting in national elections and "helping 
people in need, wherever they may live," said Marshall Lauck, 
director of the Marine Corps' advertising account at JWT ad 
agency. 

The JWT ad agency does year-round research and 
periodic larger efforts with the Corps to keep an eye on what 
the pool of potential American recruits is thinking. It found in 
the late 2010 survey of 17- to 24-year-olds that roughly 70 
percent believed helping others was essential to being a good 
citizen today. 

Only 31 percent of the same 5,000 surveyed thought 
serving in the military was important to being a good citizen. 

"We have a large number of young people who are very 
interested in doing good ... yet they don't necessarily realize 
that the military in general and the Marine Corps in particular 
is a great way to do that," said Lauck, a former Marine. 

The survey included another 5,000 people the military 
calls "influencers," parents, coaches, teachers and similar role 
models. Many said they had a very favorable view of the 
military but did not respond in the same high numbers on 
whether they would recommend the services to the young 
people in their lives. 

The new campaign will launch during the March Madness 
college basketball tournament. 

"They may not have realized it when they expressed that 
desire to help people, but the roles and mission of the Marine 
Corps today and in the near future were really converging very 
specifically with those youth interests" in the survey, Lauck 
said. "We saw it immediately ... the convergence." 

How many others will see it and embrace the idea is the 
question. 

The Marine Corps has brought in between 30,000 and 
40,000 new recruits annually for most of the last 30 years, 
recruiting command spokesman Maj. John O. Caldwell said. 
The Corps bulked up to 202,000 Marines largely because of 
the war in Afghanistan. It's expected to draw back down to 
182,100 over the next five years — a loss of several thousand 
more than it had planned — in line with federal budget cutting 
efforts. 

Though they'll be drawing down, keeping the Corps 
supplied with new men and women is a tough business for the 
3,100 Marine recruiters. Recruiters make roughly 10,000 
contacts through phone calls and canvassing to bring in 104 
prospects, Caldwell says. That's winnowed down along the 
way — some change their minds, others fail to make it 
through basic training or infantry school — and ultimately 57 
Marines emerge from the process out of the original 10,000 
contacts. 

All the services use recruiting ads and all do some kinds 
of humanitarian missions. But the current "Army Strong" 
campaign, started in 2006, focuses on the development of the 
individual soldier. The Navy campaign started in 2009 calls 
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the service "A Global Force for Good." Some of the Air 
Force's "It's Not Science Fiction" ads have a slick Hollywood 
feel and are used to show off technologies, like remotely 
piloted aircraft, that are used today but were considered 
fantasy only years ago. It wasn't immediately clear whether 
any other services plan changes to their campaign any time 
soon. 

Though spending can fluctuate over the years, the Marine 
Corps likes to budget about $100 million annually for ads and 
some other recruiting costs 

It cost about $3.2 million to produce the new ads for TV, 
print and the online effort, Caldwell said. 

Of course, many need no prompting to join the Corps, and 
part of the recruiting dynamic is managing expectations. There 
are a lot of young men and women out there who want to join 
specifically for "that adventure and action" that they see in 
combat operations, Osterman said. "So we want to make sure 
that they understand that it's still going to be a very busy world 

in front of us, but more on responding to chaos ... than to a 
traditional combat role." 

The new campaign has plenty for the gung-ho to like. 
There are familiar warrior scenes of troops on the go, landing 
on beaches, firing weapons, dropping bombs. Some of the 
video was borrowed from Marines who shot it themselves in 
overseas missions, Caldwell said. 

The campaign expands on old ones that focused more on 
the themes of what it takes to become a Marine, the fact that 
they come from communities across the nation and that they 
protect at home and abroad. It maintains the motto "Marines. 
The Few. The Proud." 

Lauck said he thinks the new campaign will show people 
things they may not have realized the Corps has been doing on 
a daily basis. 

Some may interpret it at first as a sign the Corps is going 
soft, he said. "And we would say to that: 'Absolutely not.'" 
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44. Deep-Sea Dive Is Nothing New For Navy 
(STARS AND STRIPES 08 MAR 12) ... Travis J. Tritten 

Filmmaker James Cameron announced Thursday he will 
attempt a potentially perilous dive to the deepest point in 
Earth’s oceans, the Challenger Deep near the U.S. territory of 
Guam. 

It would be a daring expedition, but if successful, 
Cameron will not be the first to touch down in the black 
depths of the nearly 7-mile-deep trench. The U.S. Navy holds 
that title. It sent the first and only manned exploration there 52 
years ago and set a world record that still stands. 

Lt. Don Walsh and a Swiss scientist named Jacques 
Piccard made the harrowing journey in a free-diving, deep-sea 
submersible called the Trieste in 1960, years before U.S. 
astronauts landed on the moon. 

In later interviews, Walsh recounted the cramped, 
freezing space of the bathyscaphe and a loud bang during the 
descent when part of the vessel cracked under the intense 
pressure. 

The Navy reported his experience in a press release sent 
out in February 1960: 

“There was light outside the Trieste until about 800 feet, 
according to Lt. Walsh. At about 6,000 feet, the chill from the 
water forced both men to don warmer clothing. The entire 
descent required 4 hours and 48 minutes. Once done, about 20 
minutes was spent on the bottom making observations and 
recording data.” 

The team believed another mission would be sent down 
within a few years, but the Navy has never returned. 

The Challenger Deep reaches to the bottom of a trench 
that is itself deeper than Lower Midnight, an abyssal ocean 
environment where no sunlight can reach and water 
temperatures hover just above freezing. 

Little is known about ocean life at such depths beyond 
some photos and video of pale eel-like fish and crustaceans 
taken by unmanned submersibles. Walsh had said the Navy 
team could only remain for a matter of minutes and had 
difficulty observing the area due to seafloor sediment kicked 
up by the landing of the bathyscaphe. 

According to a National Geographic press release, 
Cameron will make his dive in the coming weeks. 
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OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
45. Maryland Is Poised To Celebrate The War Of 1812 Bicentennial 
(SALISBURY (MD) TIMES 08 MAR 12) ... Sen. Ben Cardin 

As dawn broke on Sept. 14, 1814, a young Marylander 
named Francis Scott Key witnessed a unique display of 
American patriotism and tenacity that moved him to write a 
poem that would later become our national anthem, "The Star-
Spangled Banner." 

While the full force of the British military bore down on 
Fort McHenry during the Battle of Baltimore, Key saw the 
Stars and Stripes still flying atop the fort. He realized his 
fellow countrymen, many of them volunteer militia from 
Maryland, had survived the battle and stopped the advance of 
the world's most powerful military. 

Now, 200 years later, we as Americans are preparing to 
celebrate and honor America's "Second War of 
Independence." 

The bicentennial of the War of 1812 gives Marylanders 
and the nation an opportunity to celebrate an historic event 
that legitimized America's independence. It's an opportunity to 
teach our children about the national anthem and the American 
flag, two national treasures that emerged from the war and will 
forever enshrine the legacy of the Americans who gave their 
lives during the conflict. It's also a tremendous economic 
opportunity for Maryland businesses as thousands of visitors 
travel throughout our state during the celebrations. 
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I'm proud that Maryland will be at the center of the "Star-
Spangled 200" celebration, a three-year celebration that begins 
in mid-June with the kick off of Baltimore's "Sailabration." 
During this weeklong festival, visitors can tour dozens of tall 
ships and naval warships, hear the premiere of a new 
symphonic work and view an air show featuring the U.S. 
Navy Blue Angels. 

Through 2014, Maryland will host numerous events along 
the Star-Spangled Banner National Historic Trail and at Fort 
McHenry National Monument and Historic Shrine to celebrate 
the bicentennial. 

I also am pleased that Rep. Dutch Ruppersberger and I 
joined together in sponsoring legislation, which was signed 
into law by President Barack Obama in 2010, that will help 
provide funding for the bicentennial celebrations. This 
legislation authorized the U.S. Mint to sell 100,000 
commemorative gold coins and 500,000 commemorative 
silver coins honoring the War of 1812. These coins can raise 
up to $8.5 million that will go to the Maryland War of 1812 

Bicentennial Commission for celebration activities. 
Additionally, the funding from the coin sale can be matched 
dollar for dollar by private fundraising efforts. 

I am also pleased that the U.S. Senate unanimously 
passed a resolution I sponsored to mark the bicentennial, to 
celebrate the heroism of the American people during the 
conflict and to recognize various organizations involved in the 
bicentennial celebration, including the U.S. armed forces, the 
National Park Service, and the Maryland War of 1812 
Bicentennial Commission. 

Our nation's history is our legacy and it's important that 
we honor and cherish it, particularly for future generations. 
We have a unique opportunity to do that as we remember our 
"Second War of Independence" and as we also honor the brave 
men and women who are currently serving in our armed 
services throughout the world to ensure America's promise of 
freedom and equality. 

Ben Cardin is Maryland's junior senator. 
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46. Welcome To Your New Home 
(EVERETT (WA) HERALD 09 MAR 12) ... Editorial 

To the crew and families of the USS Nimitz: 
Welcome home. We think you're going to love it here. 
The greeting you'll receive today at your new homeport is 

just a preview of the community support coming your way. 
Just ask anyone connected to the USS Lincoln, the first 
aircraft carrier to call Naval Station Everett home, or any other 
ship stationed here. You'll be embraced. It's just one of many 
reasons Everett has become known as "The Sailor's Choice." 

Here, you'll find an active, enthusiastic Everett Council of 
the Navy League, always ready to support and thank Navy 
personnel and families for their service and sacrifice. 

You'll find modern housing designed for Navy families, 
including Constitution Park in Lake Stevens and Carroll's 
Creek Landing in Marysville, both situated right in the heart of 
community activities. 

Navy families, in fact, put down roots throughout 
Snohomish County. You'll not only be welcome in any 
community here, but because of the county's robust population 
of veterans, you'll likely have neighbors who can relate 
directly to military life. 

And, as Herald Writer Mina Williams reported this week, 
you'll even enjoy merchant discounts in Edmonds as part of a 

first-of-its-kind program aimed at rewarding active and former 
military personnel and their families. (Learn more at 
www.vapp2.com/showmerchants.) 

As you can tell, the Navy is a highly valued asset here. 
Government leaders, from local officials to the congressional 
delegation, have worked doggedly to make sure the Pentagon 
knows it. In particular, the constant attention of Everett Mayor 
Ray Stephanson, U.S. Rep. Rick Larsen and U.S. Sen. Patty 
Murray have helped solidify Naval Station Everett's future. 

The latest good news came last month, when the Navy 
announced it will replace each of the homeport's three frigates 
with new or modified destroyers over the next seven years. 
That will bring the base's destroyer complement to five, and 
increase total personnel by 7 percent. 

Work by leaders, and the community, in support of Naval 
Station Everett will continue to be important as the Pentagon 
budget comes under increasing pressure in the years to come. 

Fortunately, you'll find that everyone here understands 
that. And they show it not just in words, but in deeds intended 
to make you feel at home. 

That, after all, is how a homeport should feel. 
Welcome. It's great to have you here. 
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47. Sexual Violence And The Military 
(NEW YORK TIMES 09 MAR 12) ... Editorial 

The rate of sexual assaults on American women serving 
in the military remains intolerably high. While an estimated 17 
percent of women in the general population become victims at 
some point in their lives, a 2006 study of female veterans 
financed by the Department of Veterans Affairs estimated that 
between 23 percent and 33 percent of uniformed women had 
been assaulted. Those estimates are borne out in other surveys, 
and a recent Pentagon report on sexual assaults at the service 
academies found that in the 2010-11 academic year, cadets 
and midshipmen were involved in 65 reported assaults. 

Too often victims are afraid to come forward. Defense 
Secretary Leon Panetta estimated that the number of attacks in 

2011 by service members on other service members — both 
women and men — was close to 19,000, more than six times 
the number of reported attacks. 

The problem has outlasted decades of Pentagon studies 
and task forces and repeated vows of “zero tolerance.” Mr. 
Panetta has promised that this time will be different. In 
February, he told Congress, “We have got to get our command 
structure to be a lot more sensitive about these issues, to 
recognize sexual assault when it takes place and to act on it, 
not to simply ignore it.” 

Mr. Panetta has announced welcome reforms, including 
more money for training military investigators and judge 
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advocates to prosecute sexual assault cases, more opportunity 
for victims to report crimes and request transfers and a system 
to collect and monitor assault cases. The director of the 
Pentagon’s Sexual Assault Prevention and Response Office, or 
Sapro, Maj. Gen. Mary Kay Hertog of the Air Force, has 
pledged to enact the reforms and provide more outreach and 
support for victims. 

There is a lot of tough work ahead. A continuing poster 
campaign by Sapro, which had started before General Hertog 
took over, is disturbingly clueless. It carries the tag line, “Ask 
Her When She’s Sober,” as if predation could be combated 
through a grotesque parody of an etiquette poster. 

The Defense Department’s record of prosecuting assault 
cases is dismal. In 2010, fewer than 21 percent of cases went 
to trial, for a number of reasons, including decisions by 
commanding officers not to prosecute or to impose nonjudicial 
or administrative punishments. About 6 percent of the accused 
were discharged or allowed to “resign in lieu of court-martial” 
— quit their jobs. Only about half the cases prosecuted 
resulted in convictions. 

There are also serious problems in the civilian world. It is 
even harder for military women to get away from abusers they 

work with or for; they can’t just quit their jobs or leave a 
combat zone. They must rely on commanding officers who act 
as investigators, judges and juries, in an extremely tight-knit 
workplace. 

Members of Congress of both parties are trying to address 
these problems. 

A bill from Representative Bruce Braley, Democrat of 
Iowa, would strengthen military penalties for rape, sexual 
assault, harassment and domestic violence and end the practice 
of giving convicted attackers nonjudicial or administrative 
punishment. It would ensure that allegations of rape and 
assault are referred to higher-ranking officers to address 
concerns that lower-level ones are too close to the accused and 
the victims. It would also allow service members to seek 
redress in federal court for the military’s failure to investigate 
or prosecute a sexual crime. 

The Pentagon insists that it can reform itself, and we are 
aware of the perils of civilian intrusion into the military justice 
system. But for “zero tolerance” to become a reality, Congress 
may have to push reform forward. 
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48. No-Fly Deja Vu 
The United States has a strategic interest in the future of a Syria without Bashar Assad. 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 09 MAR 12) ... Editorial 

Senator John McCain is calling for a no-fly zone to 
protect desperate Arab civilians from being murdered by their 
own government. But the Obama Administration is reluctant 
to intervene militarily, and the Pentagon is especially 
outspoken in its opposition. "It's a big operation in a big 
country," the Secretary of Defense tells Congress. "Let's call a 
spade a spade: A no-fly zone begins with an attack ... to 
destroy the air defenses." 

That was the debate over intervention in Libya a year ago. 
Today Moammar Gadhafi has fallen after a U.S.-led air 
campaign in which no American lives were lost, and for which 
President Obama rightly takes political credit. Yet the 
Administration is still offering identical arguments against 
establishing a no-fly zone to protect the brutalized people of 
Syria and turn the tide against Bashar Assad's merciless 
onslaught. 

Testifying Wednesday to the Senate Armed Services 
Committee, Joint Chiefs Chairman Martin Dempsey warned 
that Syrian air defenses are more robust and densely 
concentrated than Libya's were under Gadhafi or Serbia's 
under Slobodan Milosevic, meaning that the U.S. ability to 
enforce a no-fly zone over the longer term "would be 
challenging." He also warned that Syria has chemical and 
biological weapons that could go missing. 

Another concern—this one about the feasibility of arming 
the Syrian opposition—is that the weapons might fall into the 
wrong hands. "It is not clear what constitutes the Syrian armed 
opposition—there has been no single unifying military 
alternative that can be recognized, appointed or contacted," 
Defense Secretary Leon Panetta said at the same hearing. 

These are real concerns, even if the Pentagon brass does 
have a tendency to paint its adversaries as 10-feet tall before 
demolishing them in a fortnight. In 1982, the Israeli air force 
shot down more than 80 Syrian MiGs in aerial combat without 

sustaining a single loss. Syria may not be Libya, but it's not 
exactly the Soviet Union, either. 

Less serious, however, are the Administration's stated 
reasons for standing pat as Syria bleeds. Claiming we don't 
know enough about the opposition—or that they are 
insufficiently well-organized, or that they are in cahoots with 
al Qaeda—is exactly what we heard last year about the 
courageous forces in Benghazi and other Libyan cities who 
resisted Gadhafi and now thank us for coming to their rescue. 

Then there is this Administration's obsession about 
needing a U.N. Security Council mandate to intervene. Since 
veto-wielding Russia and China have made it clear they are 
not about to abandon their clients in Damascus, waiting for the 
Council's blessings amounts to an Assad family license to kill. 

The likelihood now is that the Assad regime will only 
become more brutal as it seeks to finish off its opponents. 
That, in turn, might be enough to shame the Administration 
into intervening without U.N. approval, just as the Clinton 
Administration did to stop ethnic cleansing in Kosovo in 1999. 
The alternatives are either to cross fingers and hope the Syrian 
opposition manages to regroup and defeat the regime after 
being crushed in the city of Homs—or simply to allow Bashar 
Assad to carry on. 

So far, the Administration has gambled that Mr. Assad is 
somehow destined to fall. Yet he has already held on longer 
than predicted, largely because he can draw on the fears (and 
resources) of his kinsmen in the Allawite minority who 
believe they may lose their privileged positions, and maybe 
also their heads, under a future Sunni-led government. No 
wonder that the Russians continue to ply the regime with 
weapons and supplies: Moscow thinks the regime is going to 
win. 

The question for the Administration is whether that's an 
acceptable outcome for the U.S. It shouldn't be. Even more 
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than the largely humanitarian intervention in Libya, the U.S. 
has a strategic interest in Syria's future. "Iran only stands to 
lose further as Assad is weakened further," Mr. Panetta noted 
in his testimony Wednesday. He's right, but he might also 
consider that the opposite is true: Tehran will be the ultimate 
winner if Mr. Assad can hold on. 

Which brings us back to the question of putting U.S. 
military assets at risk to enforce a no-fly zone. Contrary to 
President Obama's recent suggestions, nobody on either side 
of the Syria debate takes a cavalier view of the risks of war. 
Even limited military actions are serious business. 

Then again, the Administration also should not take 
lightly the risk that Assad will soon finish off his opponents, 
putting the hopes of a free (or freer) Syria out of reach for 
another generation. Nor should anyone forget that the struggle 
in Syria will help determine the future of Iranian influence 
throughout the Middle East. Policy makers in Jerusalem and 
Riyadh understand that an Administration ambivalent about 
confronting the vulnerable and grotesque Assad regime will 
have no stomach for dealing with an emboldened Iran. 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Secretary Of The Navy Names High Speed Ferries "Guam" And "Puerto Rico" 
(PACIFIC NEWS CENTER (GUAM) 09 MAY 12) 

GUAM -- The Secretary of the Navy Ray Mabus announced Tuesday in Washington that 2 of the Navy’s recently acquired high 
speed ferries have been named the USNS Guam and the USNS Puerto Rico. 

 
2. Aircraft Carrier Ronald Reagan Returning 
San Diego will become a two-carrier town again, on the way to three 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 08 MAY 12) ... Jeanette Steele 

San Diego will be a two-carrier city again, starting early next year. 
 

3. Navy Official To Hold Meeting With Groton Sailors 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 09 MAY 12) 

GROTON, Conn. — An assistant secretary of the Navy is visiting the Naval Submarine Base in Groton for town-hall style 
meetings with Sailors. 

 
4. Navy Still Thrashing Out LCS Tactics, Design, Top Admiral Acknowledges 
(AOL DEFENSE 08 MAY 12) ... Sydney J. Freedberg Jr. 

PENTAGON - There are a lot of questions about the Navy's new Littoral Combat Ships, high-tech vessels that are smaller, faster, 
more flexible, and more vulnerable to damage than traditional frigates or destroyers. 

 
5. USS Tennessee Kicks Off Nashville Navy Week 2012 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 08 MAY 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Jesse Dick, Navy Office of Community Outreach 
Public Affairs 

NASHVILLE, Tenn. -- Nashville Navy Week 2012 kicked off May 7 with crewmembers of USS Tennessee (SSBN 734) on hand 
at the state capitol building. 

 

CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
6. RIMPAC Exercise To Begin In Late June 
22 nations to take part in the biennial exercise 
(KITV ABC HONOLULU 08 MAY 12) 

SAN DIEGO - Twenty-two nations, 42 ships, six submarines, more than 200 aircraft and 25,000 personnel will participate in the 
biennial Rim of the Pacific, or RIMPAC, exercise scheduled June 29 to Aug. 3, in and around the Hawaiian Islands. 

 
7. Blue Angels – Home Away From Home, Pt. 1 
(WEAR ABC PENSACOLA 07 MAY 12) ... Bob Solarski 

EL CENTRO, Calif. -- Most fans of the Blue Angels know that every year they leave Pensacola for a few months at the end of 
each season, and they move everything from their home at Sherman Field to their winter home in El Centro, Calif. 

 
8. Blue Angels – Home Away From Home, Pt. 2 
(WEAR ABC PENSACOLA 08 MAY 12) ... Bob Solarski 

EL CENTRO, Calif. -- When we visited the Blue Angels in El Centro California in March, they were just a week away from their 
first airshow of the season in Utah. 
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9. Phoenix Express 2012 Begins In Souda Bay 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 08 MAY 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Caitlin Conroy, Commander, U.S. Naval Forces 
Europe-Africa/U.S. 6th Fleet Public Affairs 

SOUDA BAY, Crete -- Phoenix Express 2012 (PE12), a multi-national exercise between Southern European, North African and 
U.S. naval forces, officially kicked off at the NATO Maritime Interdiction Operation Training Center (NMIOTC) in Souda Bay, May 
7. 

 
10. USS Underwood Transits Panama Canal 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 08 MAY 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Stuart Phillips, Southern Seas 2012 Public Affairs 

USS UNDERWOOD, Panama Canal -- The Oliver Hazard Perry-class guided-missile frigate USS Underwood (FFG 36) transited 
the Panama Canal in support of Southern Seas 2012, May 6. 

 
11. U.S., Canadian Forces Sweep Thames In Homeland Security Exercise 
(NEW LONDON DAY 08 MAY 12) ... Jennifer McDermott 

GROTON — The U.S. and Canadian militaries searched together for fake sea mines planted in the waters near Groton and Nova 
Scotia this week. 

 
12. Navy Halts Some Practice Landings After Near Collision 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 09 MAY 12) ... Corinne Reilly 

NORFOLK -- The Navy has temporarily stopped conducting practice emergency aircraft landings near Norfolk International 
Airport in the wake of a near head-on collision between an E-2C Hawkeye and a commercial flight earlier this year. 

 

GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
13. U.S. Tries to Press China Sea Rights With Pact 
White House Says Senate Approval of Long-Stalled Treaty Would Let It Counter Beijing's Claims in an 
International Forum 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 09 MAY 12) ... Julian E. Barnes 

WASHINGTON—Defense Secretary Leon Panetta is beginning a new push for Senate approval of the Law of the Sea treaty, a 
long-stalled pact military officials believe is essential to preserve the Navy's right to conduct exercises in waters near China and to 
enhance U.S. claims in the Arctic and elsewhere. 

 
14. Rhetoric Rises On South China Sea Standoff 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 09 MAY 12) ... Brian Spegele 

BEIJING—China said it was pessimistic about resolving a standoff with the Philippines in the resource-rich South China Sea and 
was prepared for tensions there to escalate further. 

 
15. U.S. Eyes Signing Contract Over Japan's F-35 Purchase In June 
(KYODO NEWS 08 MAY 12) 

WASHINGTON -- The United States is making final arrangements with Japan to sign a contract over Tokyo's purchase of four 
units of the F-35 stealth fighter next month, a senior Navy officer suggested Tuesday. 

 
16. Australia's New Budget Hits Defense Spending 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 09 MAY 12) ... James Glynn and Enda Curran 

CANBERRA—Australia's government, facing a weakening economy, presented a budget package including heavy defense 
cutbacks as it aims for a surplus in time for a general election late next year. Military and foreign-aid programs will be hardest hit by 
the 33.6 billion Australian dollars (US$34.3 billion) in savings and cuts. 

 
17. India To Get Aircraft Carrier Admiral Gorshkov Next Year 
(PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 08 MAY 12) 

NEW DELHI - India will get aircraft carrier Admiral Gorshkov and nuclear submarine INS Arihant next year providing a much 
needed boost to country's naval capabilities. 

 
18. Antony Asks Navy To Step Up Vigil In Indian Ocean 
(BHOPAL DANIK BHASKAR (INDIA) 08 MAY 12) 

NEW DELHI -- Taking note of the "complex security matrix" in the Indian Ocean Region and "political developments," Defence 
Minister A K Antony on Tuesday asked the Indian Navy to maintain high levels of preparedness in the area. 
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19. Navy 'Forced To Drop Year-Round Somalia Piracy Patrols' 
The Royal Navy no longer has enough warships to dedicate one to fighting piracy off the coast of Somalia all 
year round, it was reported. 
(LONDON TELEGRAPH (UK) 09 MAY 12) 

Cuts mean that the UK has had to scale back its commitments in the region, despite David Cameron making the fight against the 
multi-billion dollar piracy problem there a foreign policy priority. 

 
20. Shooting To Kill Pirates Risks Blackwater Moment 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 08 MAY 12) ... Michelle Wiese Bockmann and Alan Katz 

At first the video depicts a seemingly calm, sun-drenched sea from aboard the Avocet, until a pale blue skiff appears in the 
distance, cutting rapidly across the Indian Ocean toward the bulk ship’s starboard side. 

 
21. New Task Force Supports Countertrafficking In Europe 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS 08 MAY 12) ... Donna Miles 

STUTTGART, Germany – A new task force at U.S. European Command is helping other U.S. government agencies and their 
international counterparts confront trafficking in illicit goods and services that officials call a major national security threat to the 
United States. 

 
22. NATO Official Sees Slow Progress With Russia On Missile Defense 
(DEFENSE DAILY 09 MAY 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

NATO's top general for transformation said yesterday he is optimistic the alliance and Russia will forge common ground to work 
together on missile defense following Moscow's participation in a joint exercise earlier this year. 

 

PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
23. Chiefs Issue Strategic Direction To Combat Sexual Assault 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 08 MAY 12) ... Jim Garamone 

WASHINGTON – Despite years of concerted effort, the Joint Chiefs of Staff and the commandant of the Coast Guard are 
dissatisfied with progress made in reducing sexual assault in the military, and have released strategic direction to increase the 
emphasis on combatting the crime. 

 
24. Military Assault Victims Find Their Voice 
(WASHINGTON POST 09 MAY 12) ... Melinda Henneberger 

Carla Butcher joined the Navy within days of 9/11, and soon shipped out for Malta. But during her first hours there, she was 
raped by a fellow Sailor — and she spent the remainder of her four years in the service battling both post-traumatic stress disorder and 
a military justice system that seemed set up to prove she was the guilty party. 

 
25. Study: Most Troops Don’t Seek Military Help With PTSD 
Many soldiers ignore symptoms 
(WASHINGTON TIMES 08 MAY 12) ... Kristina Wong 

More than 60 percent of troops who believe they have post-traumatic stress disorder are not seeking treatment through the 
military, according to spouses surveyed in a report due for release Wednesday. 

 
26. Know The Dangers Of Predatory Lenders 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 08 MAY 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Andrea Perez, Navy Personnel Command Public 
Affairs 

MILLINGTON, Tenn. -- With the high cost of the summer vacation season right around the corner, Consumer Financial 
Protection Bureau (CFPB) leaders remind Sailors to be wary of predatory lending practices. 

 
27. Plan: Mail-Order Drugs Under Tricare For Life 
(NAVY TIMES 08 MAY 12) ... Rick Maze 

A House Armed Services Committee proposal to cap pharmacy co-pays for active-duty dependents, retirees and their families has 
a string attached for Medicare-eligible retirees in the Tricare for Life program. 

 
28. USS The Sullivans' Armstrong Is 10th Commanding Officer Fired This Year 
(STARS AND STRIPES 08 MAY 12) ... Sandra Jontz 

NAPLES, Italy – The Navy fired its 10th commanding officer of the calendar year Tuesday. 
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29. Sailor Gets Life Sentence For Rape Guilty Plea 
(STARS AND STRIPES 09 MAY 12) ... Erik Slavin 

YOKOSUKA NAVAL BASE, Japan — A Guam-based Sailor pleaded guilty Monday to 20 counts of first-degree criminal sexual 
conduct in Guam Superior Court after admitting to repeatedly raping a 10-year-old girl. 

 

FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
30. F-35 Boss: We’re Getting It Right, Just Give Us Time 
(DOD BUZZ 08 MAY 12) ... Philip Ewing 

There’s nothing wrong with the F-35 Lightning II that old fashioned engineering can’t fix, its program boss told Senate 
lawmakers on Tuesday — the only question is how long it’ll take. 

 
31. Lockheed’s Next F-35 Tied To Testing Progress, U.S. Says 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 08 MAY 12) ... Tony Capaccio 

The next contracts for Lockheed Martin Corp.’s F-35 jet, the U.S.’s costliest weapons program, will be tied more closely than 
previous ones to testing, assembly and software progress, the Pentagon’s program manager for the fighter said today. 

 
32. Fixes For F-35 Helmet In The Works 
(DEFENSE NEWS 08 MAY 12) ... Marcus Weisgerber 

The head of the F-35 Joint Strike Fighter program touted a fix for the jet’s troubled, high-tech helmet, which officials hope will 
solve jitter picture and lag time issues. 

 
33. New ONR Program Aims To Develop Solid-State Laser Weapons For Ships 
(DEFENSE DAILY 09 MAY 12) 

The Office of Naval Research (ONR) wants to develop a solid-state laser weapon prototype that will demonstrate multi-mission 
capabilities aboard a Navy ship to help Sailors defeat small boat threats and aerial weapons without using bullets, according to an 
ONR statement. 

 
34. ONR Researcher Tapped For Role In National Materials Genome Initiative 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 08 MAY 12) ... Grace Jean, Office of Naval Research Public Affairs 

ARLINGTON, Va. -- The White House Office of Science and Technology Policy (OSTP) has selected an Office of Naval 
Research (ONR) director to serve as co-deputy chair of an interagency subcommittee tasked with speeding the advancement of new 
materials, officials announced May 8. 

 

BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
35. Admiral On Deck 
Rear admiral promotes Navy in the 'Boro 
(MURFREESBORO DAILY NEWS JOURNAL 08 MAY 12) ... Doug Davis 

MURFREESBORO — Rear Adm. Donald R. Gintzig’s father was influential in his decision to join the Navy. But it also helped 
that Gintzig lived in a big Navy area, Jacksonville, Fla., when he enlisted. 

 
36. Philly Inc: At The Navy Yard's Network Operations Center 
(PHILADELPHIA INQUIRER 08 MAY 12) ... Mike Armstrong 

Computer technology has trumped all the mental pictures I have of what a "control room" should look like. 
 

37. USS Iowa Reopens For Final Weekend Of Richmond Tours 
(CONTRA COSTA (CA) TIMES 08 MAY 12) ... Chris Treadway 

Battleship opens this weekend in Richmond. Not the movie based on an old board game, but the real deal -- the USS Iowa. 
 

38. NNOA Awards Scholarships To Hampton Roads Students 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 08 MAY 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist Seaman Karen Blankenship,Navy Public Affairs Support 
Element-East 

NORFOLK -- The National Naval Officers Association (NNOA) Tidewater Chapter awarded $25,500 in scholarships to seven 
graduating high school students in the Hampton Roads area of Virginia, May 5. 
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39. Navy Warfare Development Command Announces Speaker Series 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 07 MAY 12) ... Navy Warfare Development Command Public Affairs 

NORFOLK, Va. -- Navy Warfare Development Command (NWDC) is scheduled to launch the "NWDC Speaker Series," May 
24, as part of its larger "Innovation Series" designed to stimulate provocative discussion and action to drive a culture of innovation in 
the Navy. 

 

NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
40. Pentagon Sending Trainers Back Into Yemen 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 08 MAY 12) ... Robert Burns 

WASHINGTON — The Pentagon said Tuesday it is sending military trainers back to Yemen for "routine" counterterrorism 
cooperation with Yemeni security forces amid an intensified battle against an offshoot of the al-Qaida terror network. 

 
41. GOP Plans East Coast Missile Defense Shield 
(THE HILL 08 MAY 12) ... Jeremy Herb 

A new Republican plan to set up a missile defense site on the East Coast has attracted election-year fireworks, with Democrats 
accusing the GOP of pushing the idea to undercut President Obama’s national-security credentials. 

 
42. NATO To Adopt Military-Sharing Plan In Chicago 
(NATIONAL JOURNAL 08 MAY 12) ... Kevin Baron 

NATO members are expected to approve roughly two dozen power-sharing agreements at this month’s Chicago summit in the 
first steps toward implementing the alliance’s controversial budget-saving plan to pool dwindling resources among militaries across 
the Atlantic. 

 
43. Notification 'Gaps' On Colombia 
(WASHINGTON POST 09 MAY 12) ... Ed O'Keefe 

Pentagon investigators have identified "significant gaps" in notification of the military chain of command in the hours after 
military personnel and U.S. Secret Service employees came into contact with prostitutes in Colombia, a senior lawmaker said 
Tuesday. 

 

OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
44. Chairman's Corner: Sexual Assault Prevention & Response 
To Commanders and Leaders of the Armed Forces 
(DOD LIVE 08 MAY 12) ... Army Gen. Martin E. Dempsey 

Sexual assault crimes strike at the health, welfare and dignity of our service members and undermine the readiness of our Force. 
As military professionals we must fully understand the destructive nature of these acts, lead our focused efforts to prevent them, and 
promote positive command climates and environments that reinforce mutual respect, trust and confidence. 

 
45. Following Pentagon's Lead On Clean Energy 
(THE HILL 08 MAY 12) ... Gary Lambert 

In a statement late last week, Senator James Inhofe (R-Okla.) criticized Defense Secretary Leon Panetta for his efforts to 
strengthen the Department of Defense through clean, alternative sources of energy. As a Republican, a State Senator, and United 
States Marine, I couldn’t disagree more. 

 
46. Sequestration Is More Likely Than You Think 
(AOL DEFENSE 08 MAY 12) ... Mackenzie Eaglen 

Sequestration: it's a term only Washington could love. Behind the bland euphemism lie dramatic cuts to the U.S. military, 
shipbuilding and aerospace manufacturing jobs, and in communities across America. 

 
47. China's Soft Power Deficit 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 09 MAY 12) ... Joseph S. Nye Jr. 

I was recently invited to lecture at several Chinese universities about "soft power"—the ability to get what one wants by attraction 
and persuasion rather than coercion or payment. Since the 1990s, thousands of essays and articles have been published in China on the 
topic, and the lectures drew large crowds. 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Secretary Of The Navy Names High Speed Ferries "Guam" And "Puerto Rico" 
(PACIFIC NEWS CENTER (GUAM) 09 MAY 12) 

GUAM -- The Secretary of the Navy Ray Mabus 
announced Tuesday in Washington that 2 of the Navy’s 
recently acquired high speed ferries have been named the 
USNS Guam and the USNS Puerto Rico. 

The selection of the name Guam honors the long-standing 
historical and military relationship between Guam and the 
United States. This relationship began in 1898 when the 
United States acquired the island from Spain as a result of the 
“Treaty of Paris” that ended the Spanish-American War. 
Shortly after the attack on Pearl Harbor, the Japanese captured 
Guam which they occupied until U.S. troops retook the island 
on July 21, 1944, a date commemorated every year as 
“Liberation Day." Guam continues to host many of the United 
States’ critical military installations in the Pacific Ocean. 

Selection of the name Puerto Rico honors the association 
of Puerto Rico and the United States that dates back to 1898 
when Spain ceded control of the island in the Treaty of Paris. 
Although the initial intent was for the island to serve as a 
location for rest, coaling and repair stations for the Navy, 
Puerto Rico has formed a close relationship with the United 
States. Numerous Puerto Ricans have served proudly and the 

territory has been home to five Medal of Honor recipients -- 
Fernando L. Garcia, Carlos James Lozada, Euripides Rubio, 
Hector Santiago-Colon and Humbert Roque Versace. 

“High speed ferries will be used for peacetime operations 
such as troop transport training, exercise missions and 
humanitarian and disaster relief,” stated secretary Mabus. “I 
am pleased that Guam and Puerto Rico will serve as 
namesakes for these important additions to the fleet, in honor 
of their strong military heritage and our many shared values.” 

Prior to being acquired by the U.S. Navy, both HSFs 
assisted in humanitarian relief efforts in Haiti while operating 
under the names Alakai and Huakai. Guam and Puerto Rico 
are currently being modified to support military operations 
and to increase the platforms’ endurance by installing crew 
berthing, sewage treatment plants and water-making 
equipment. 

View Official Announcement 
Congresswoman Madeleine Bordallo has issued a 

statement thanking the Navy for naming one of their High 
Speed Ferries after Guam. 

View Congresswoman Bordallo's release 
Return to Index 
 

2. Aircraft Carrier Ronald Reagan Returning 
San Diego will become a two-carrier town again, on the way to three 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 08 MAY 12) ... Jeanette Steele 

San Diego will be a two-carrier city again, starting early 
next year. 

The Navy confirmed Tuesday that the aircraft carrier 
Ronald Reagan will again be assigned to North Island Naval 
Air Station after completing a year of maintenance work in 
Washington state. 

It portends a boost for the regional economy, as the ship 
brings $203 million in Sailor salaries, plus the ripple effect of 
ship maintenance contracts, supply and utility outlays and 
spending by Navy families. 

“It’s very positive. We have the facilities and capability to 
handle her, and we will be pleased to have her back,” said 
Larry Blumberg, executive director of the San Diego Military 
Advisory Council. 

The news isn’t a big surprise. When the Reagan departed 
San Diego Bay on a warm, sunny January day, the skipper 
said that he and the 2,500-person crew hoped to return. Now, 
that plan is official. 

Blumberg also said plans still appear to be on track for a 
third, as yet unnamed, carrier to be assigned to San Diego by 
2016. Blumberg and other SDMAC representatives met with 
Navy officials at the Pentagon in recent weeks and received 
positive feedback on that point. 

“We have no reason to believe that has changed,” 
Blumberg said. 

In late January, Adm. Jonathan Greenert, chief of naval 
operations, confirmed to U-T San Diego that the plan for a 

third carrier by 2016 was firm. The Navy first mentioned the 
possibility in late 2010. 

Cmdr. Pauline Storum, a Navy spokeswoman who 
confirmed the Reagan move Tuesday, said that only a third of 
Reagan families moved with their Sailors to the Puget Sound 
region. The rest stayed in San Diego, gambling that the flattop 
would return. 

The outcome wasn’t so positive for San Diego when the 
aircraft carrier Nimitz left in December 2010 for a year of 
maintenance at the same Puget Sound Naval Shipyard in 
Bremerton, Wash. 

Three days after that carrier sailed, the Navy announced 
that the Nimitz would permanently stay in Washington state 
because of cost savings and national defense strategy. 

Prior to that, San Diego was home to three carriers. At 
one point in mid-2010, the Reagan, the Nimitz and the Carl 
Vinson were all parked at their home dock at the same time, 
practically filling the Coronado bay front with flattops. 

The Vinson is currently on deployment and should return 
home to San Diego in the next month or so. 

San Diego is accustomed to the revolving-door movement 
of aircraft carriers past Ballast Point. 

The Navy keeps its marquee vessels in regular rotation, in 
and out of shipyards and around the globe as needed. The 
flattops are considered the heart of the U.S. fleet, as they allow 
the American military to launch fighter jets from anywhere the 
ships can travel. 

Return to Index 
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3. Navy Official To Hold Meeting With Groton Sailors 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 09 MAY 12) 

GROTON, Conn. — An assistant secretary of the Navy is 
visiting the Naval Submarine Base in Groton for town-hall 
style meetings with Sailors. 

Juan Garcia III, the assistant secretary for manpower and 
reserve affairs, is planning to discuss a military initiative 
emphasizing what it calls "personal readiness." 

The meetings are scheduled for Wednesday morning. 

Garcia has visited other Navy installations for discussions 
that have touched on enlisted retention boards, tuition 
assistance, physical fitness, health care and retirement 
benefits. 

The Navy says its "21st Century Sailor and Marine 
initiative" consolidates new and existing policies to maximize 
service members' readiness. 

Return to Index 
 

4. Navy Still Thrashing Out LCS Tactics, Design, Top Admiral Acknowledges 
(AOL DEFENSE 08 MAY 12) ... Sydney J. Freedberg Jr. 

PENTAGON - There are a lot of questions about the 
Navy's new Littoral Combat Ships, high-tech vessels that are 
smaller, faster, more flexible, and more vulnerable to damage 
than traditional frigates or destroyers. 

In an exclusive interview with AOL Defense, the Navy's 
top surface-warships expert frankly acknowledged that they're 
still working on the answers. Everything from concepts of 
operation to damage control to the ships' top speed is still 
potentially open to revision, Rear Adm. Thomas Rowden said 
Friday in his Pentagon office. That attitude is refreshing, 
exciting, and a bit unnerving when you consider that the Navy 
wants to buy 55 Littoral Combat Ships, requesting $1.8 billion 
for four in fiscal 2013 alone. 

"We have traditional roles for destroyers, cruisers, 
frigates," said Rowden, who heads Navy staff section N96, 
"Surface Warfare," which oversees those ship types for the 
Chief of Naval Operations. But the LCS is a radically different 
class of ship. The two now in the fleet -- LCS-1 Freedom, 
built by Lockheed Martin, and LCS-2 Independence, by 
General Dynamics -- were in fact bought with research and 
development funding outside the normal procurement process. 
(A third ship that just finished its acceptance trials, Lockheed's 
LCS-3 Fort Worth, was procured under the standard 
shipbuilding account, and so will all LCSs to come.) Many 
saw the use of R&D funds as a mere budgetary expedient, but 
Rowden argues it genuinely reflects just how new and 
different the Littoral Combat Ships really are. 

"Given the fact that we don't have a lot of history to 
inform us on how we're going to go utilize these ships, we are 
using these for research and development," Rowden 
emphasized. "We are learning a lot....There've been significant 
changes between LCS-1 and LCS-3," for example, including a 
longer, more stable hull and fixes for the cracks and leaks 
discovered on LCS-1 last year, the topic of a high profile, 
highly critical report by the independent Project On 
Government Oversight. 

Nor do the changes necessarily stop there. Another 
criticism of LCS is that the design's extraordinary top speed of 
40 knots -- more than 30% faster than current frigates and 
destroyers -- is simply not worth the expense of building the 
ship with two sets of engines: diesels for fuel-efficient cruising 
and gas turbines that kick in for a high-speed dash. "Speed is 
life and more is better," Rowden said, quoting a Navy 
aphorism. No less a naval hero than John Paul Jones famously 
declared that, "I wish to have no connection with any ship that 
does not sail fast for I intend to go in harm's way." 
Nevertheless, Rowden said, "as we go forward with our R&D 
platforms and do some research and do some development, I 

think the need for speed will either show itself or, if it doesn't, 
then perhaps we'll go in a different direction." 

The major criticism of the Littoral Combat Ship is that it 
just isn't tough enough to take a hit in battle and keep going. 
On the Navy's own scale, the Arleigh Burke-class destroyer is 
rated survivability level 3, the Perry-class frigate is level 2, 
and the Littoral Combat Ship is level 1, the same as the 
Avenger-class minesweeper and other support ships. LCS has 
more self-defense systems than the minesweepers, and it is has 
more speed than the frigates and destroyers, but in an era of 
supersonic cruise missiles and fast attack boats, that may not 
be enough to keep from being hit. Once hit, moreover, the 
LCS has a much smaller crew than traditional ships -- about 
80 Sailors compared to over 200 on the similar-sized Perry. 
Doesn't that make it a lot harder to do damage control? "That's 
what we're going to go find out," Rowden said, smiling. 

What Rowden does know for sure, he said, is the value of 
Littoral Combat Ships in the "presence" missions -- counter-
piracy patrols, port visits, exercises with foreign partners -- 
that make up most of the Navy's operations day to day. 
Harking back to his time commanding a mixed force of 
frigates, destroyers, and other vessels in the Mediterranean 
and the west coast of Africa, Rowden said, "I would have 
preferred to have LCS over probably most if not all of the 
other ships that I had." 

"Typically we take very, very expensive, very, very high-
end DDGs [Aegis destroyers] to execute the anti-piracy 
mission off the Horn of Africa," Rowden went on. "[That's] 
using an eight-pound maul to whack a fly." Likewise, when 
building partnerships with Third World navies, Rowden 
preferred to rely on the aging Perry frigates or even cutters on 
loan to the Navy from the Coast Guard. "If I were to bring a 
big, heavy ship in, most of these folks had never seen one of 
those," he said: They simply had no idea how to apply such a 
naval juggernaut to their own modest missions of coastal 
defense, counter-piracy, and fisheries protection. In those 
roles, he said, "you can probably get more utility and certainly 
more alacrity out of a smaller, more agile ship." 

LCS's suitability for presence missions doesn't mean it's 
unsuited for a major war, however. "The ships are built to go 
in harm's way, okay?" Rowden argued. "But we need to be 
smart about how we drive them." In wartime, the lightweight 
Littoral Combat Ships would be connected by computer 
datalinks to the main fleet. Skirmishing LCSs would hunt 
submarines, small attack boats, and mines that threatened the 
larger ships, while US carriers, Aegis ships, and attack subs 
protected the LCSs in return from enemy missiles and 
airstrikes. 
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Exactly how this works, however, is something the Navy 
is going to find out as it goes along. "There are innumerable 
fantastic qualities about the Sailors serving in the United 
States Navy today," Rowden said. "We put an asset, a ship 

like LCS, into their hands, and they are going to figure out 
how to get the most out of it." 

"It's very easy to concentrate on what the ship isn't," 
Rowden summed up. "It's much more difficult to look into the 
future and say, this is what it could be." 

Return to Index 
 

5. USS Tennessee Kicks Off Nashville Navy Week 2012 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 08 MAY 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Jesse Dick, Navy Office of Community Outreach 
Public Affairs 

NASHVILLE, Tenn. -- Nashville Navy Week 2012 
kicked off May 7 with crewmembers of USS Tennessee 
(SSBN 734) on hand at the state capitol building. 

The Navy Week runs from May 7-13 in the capital city 
and wraps up with the Great Tennessee Air Show featuring the 
U.S. Navy Blue Angels. 

Navy Weeks are designed to showcase the Navy to local 
and regional residents, giving them an idea of what their Navy 
does and why it is important. 

USS Tennessee's Commanding Officer, Cmdr. Richard 
Dubnansky, Jr. helped kick off the week with a live interview 
with the local NBC affiliate on the steps of the state capitol 
building. 

"As the Commanding Officer of the 6th ship to bear the 
name of the great state of Tennessee and on behalf of my crew 
with me here in Nashville, it has been a true honor to 
participate in the Navy Week," said Dubnansky. 

In addition to crewmembers from USS Tennessee and the 
Blue Angels, the Navy is bringing assets like Explosive 
Ordnance Explosive Disposal (EOD) Mobile Unit 2 who are 

going to be at the Adventure Science Center in downtown 
Nashville showing their equipment and skills to young 
children and their parents. 

Tennessee and USS William P. Lawrence (DDG 110) 
Sailors will visit Nashville area schools and hospitals, as well 
as taking part in various community service projects in the 
area. 

Navy Band Freedom and Navy Band Country Current 
will also be making visits to area high schools through 
Nashville and other venues. 

Nashville Navy Week is one of 15 Navy Weeks 
scheduled during 2012 helping to commemorate the 
bicentennial of the War of 1812. 

Broadcast Clip – USS Tennessee Commander Visits 
Ch. 4 For Navy Week 

(WSMV NBC NASHVILLE 07 MAY 12) 
Commander Richard F. Dubnansky Jr. stopped by 

Channel 4 to talk about some of the events scheduled in 
Nashville for Navy Week. 

View Clip (RT: 2:52) 
Return to Index 
 
 

CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
6. RIMPAC Exercise To Begin In Late June 
22 nations to take part in the biennial exercise 
(KITV ABC HONOLULU 08 MAY 12) 

SAN DIEGO - Twenty-two nations, 42 ships, six 
submarines, more than 200 aircraft and 25,000 personnel will 
participate in the biennial Rim of the Pacific, or RIMPAC, 
exercise scheduled June 29 to Aug. 3, in and around the 
Hawaiian Islands. 

The world's largest international maritime exercise, 
RIMPAC provides a unique training opportunity that helps 
participants foster and sustain the cooperative relationships 
that are critical to ensuring the safety of sea lanes and security 
on the world's oceans. 

RIMPAC 2012 is the 23rd exercise in the series that 
began in 1971. 

Hosted by U.S. Pacific Fleet, and led by Vice Adm. 
Gerald Beaman, commander of the U.S. Third Fleet, RIMPAC 
2012 marks the first time non-U.S. officers will command 
components of the combined task force during the exercise. 

Commodore Stuart Mayer of the Royal Australian Navy 
will command the Maritime Component and Brig. Gen. 
Michael Hood of the Royal Canadian Air Force will command 
the Air Component. 

Other key leaders of the multinational force include Royal 
Canadian Navy Rear Adm. Ron Lloyd, deputy commander of 
the Combined Task Force, and Japan Maritime Self Defense 

Force Rear Adm. Fumiyuki Kitagawa, vice commander of the 
CTF. 

The theme of RIMPAC 2012 is "Capable, Adaptive, 
Partners." The participating nations and forces will exercise a 
wide range of capabilities and demonstrate the inherent 
flexibility of maritime forces. 

These capabilities range from disaster relief and maritime 
security operations to sea control and complex warfighting. 
The relevant, realistic training syllabus includes amphibious 
operations; gunnery, missile, anti-submarine and air defense 
exercises as well as counter-piracy, mine clearance operations, 
explosive ordnance disposal and diving and salvage 
operations. 

RIMPAC 2012 will feature the first demonstration of a 
U.S. Navy "Great Green Fleet," during which U.S. surface 
combatants and carrier-based aircraft will test, evaluate and 
demonstrate the cross-platform utility and functionality of 
biofuels. This demonstration will also incorporate prototype 
energy efficiency initiatives such as solid state lighting, on-
line gas turbine waterwash and energy management tools. 

This year's exercise includes units or personnel from 
Australia, Canada, Chile, Colombia, France, India, Indonesia, 
Japan, Malaysia, Mexico, Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, 
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Peru, the Republic of Korea, the Republic of the Philippines, 
Russia, Singapore, Thailand, Tonga, the United Kingdom and 

the United States. 

Return to Index 
 

7. Blue Angels – Home Away From Home, Pt. 1 
(WEAR ABC PENSACOLA 07 MAY 12) ... Bob Solarski 

EL CENTRO, Calif. -- Most fans of the Blue Angels 
know that every year they leave Pensacola for a few months at 
the end of each season, and they move everything from their 
home at Sherman Field to their winter home in El Centro, 
Calif. 

With new members in tow, they begin preparing for the 
next season in the solitude of the South California desert. 

Virtually no rain to hamper flying and virtually nothing 
on the ground to worry about if something goes wrong. 

So back in March, Channel 3's Bob Solarski flew out 
there to finally see this "home away from home." It's a two 
hour drive from San Diego into the South California desert. 

After the last suburbs are left behind, there's a lot of 
impressive nothingness. The mountains of Mexico appear 
close enough to touch and random border patrol stops are 
routine along the highway. 

El Centro itself is a cross between a typical American 
highway town and a poor Mexican village. Irrigation channels 
cris cross the town, providing the lifeline to the thriving 
agriculture here. 

Miles and miles of beets, carrots, alfalfa and more 
surround the town carpeting the Imperial Valley under 
cloudless skies.n the outskirts of town a lazy flock of sheep 
munch away on breakfast. They provide little clue that just 
across the street, one of the most prestigious flight teams in 
the world will soon pierce the morning silence. 

Inside the fences of Naval Air Facility, El Centro, the 
work of the Blue Angels' maintainers begins well before 
dawn. 

And it's cold. 
But besides that, the scene is identical to the routine at 

Sherman Field in Pensacola where some of these team 
members were born and raised and where they first saw the 
Blues. 

"I saw the Blue Angels for the first time when I was 13 
actually and it was just amazing. It was absolutely thrilling to 
see U.S. Navy under the jets and it just definitely was 
something I wanted to do something I wanted to be," said 
Misty Brown, a Logistics Specialist in charge of ordering 
supplies. 

Like most of the team she'll spend January through March 
at this winter training facility, perfecting their roles until the 
air show season begins. 

It's the job of her dreams, but she misses Pensacola. "Yes, 
definitely. My husband is there and my four children. My 
mother my father my brothers and my sisters," she said. "My 
whole entire family my parents, my grandparents, aunts, 
uncles, brothers, and sisters, cousins everybody. My whole 
entire family lives in Pensacola." 

Aviation Electronic Technician Brandon Settles is in his 
2nd year with the Blues. To say his job is a source of family 
pride is an understatement. 

."..As soon as I made it everybody was like, oh my God! 
Everybody was sending out Facebook posts, it was nuts. My 
whole family loves the fact that I'm in the Blue Angels," he 
said. 

By the time the sun rises on El Centro, the planes are 
fueled, tweaked, and ready to go. The flight line is 
meticulously cleaned. 

When the pilots arrive and strap in, the handshake from 
the crew chief is much more than a polite gesture. 

It's a solemn signal to the pilot that the team on the 
ground has done its job. That his life is safely in their hands. 

It's the only time a military pilot will takeoff without 
inspecting the plane himself. The pilots will fly together two 
or three times a day, six days a week, completing 120 flights 
before their first show, which on this day, was a week away in 
Utah. 

Today, they'll practice somewhere over the desert, far 
away from people, and buildings, and beaches, and cars. 

"You crawl, then you walk, then you run. When we first 
get in here, we're not flying 18 inches from each other. We 
have very wide sets. And as we get good, at maintaining our 
position and using our checkpoints, then we'll move the sets in 
a, little bit closer. And then we'll move them in a little closer." 

Catch part 2 of our report tomorrow. Bob Solarski will 
show you a spot just outside the fence of the airfield that's the 
closest you can get to the Blues in the air. 

The experience is unforgettable. 
View Clip (RT: 4:14) 

Return to Index 
 

8. Blue Angels – Home Away From Home, Pt. 2 
(WEAR ABC PENSACOLA 08 MAY 12) ... Bob Solarski 

EL CENTRO, Calif. -- When we visited the Blue Angels 
in El Centro California in March, they were just a week away 
from their first airshow of the season in Utah. 

The team was packing all their gear for the return home to 
Sherman Field in Pensacola, where they base their operations 
for the season. 

By that time, the team had almost 120 practice sessions 
in... The required amount before they unveil their new team to 
the public. 

On the final practice session we saw, we watched from a 
vantage point that is second to none. You don't just watch the 
airshow from there, you feel it. 

As in an actual airshow the Fat Albert Team begins 
today's practice in El Centro with their routine, but the real Fat 
Albert or 'Bert' will be in the shop for a few months getting its 
5 year overhaul. 

So they use 'Ernie', Bert's C-130 twin, minus the signature 
paint job. 

Blanton: Fat Albert comes out here to support that 
mission but there are some things that we can't get done here 
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in El Centro, so we share our time between here and Texas, 
we go to Fort Worth, do our simulator training, our emergency 
procedure training and we also do our winter training for the 
demonstration in Orange Grove which is a little field in south 
Texas. 

With a week to go before the season's first airshow, the 
show is rehearsed in its entirety. 

It's nose to the grindstone, this is where you build a 
foundation. You come out here and get the team ready to put 
on that safe demonstration that the American public 
representing the Navy and the Marine Corps. 

Every part of the airshow is practiced here and every part 
is scrutinized, to be evaluated immediately afterward. 

That includes the show's narrator the number 7 pilot. 
Already perfectly synced with planes and the music, all 
choreographed from the Comm-Cart near the center point of 
the practice. 

To the casual observer, a Blue Angels practice looks very 
much like any of their airshow performances, high speed F-
18's flying dramatically close. But they're not nearly as close 
as they will be as the year progresses. 

You crawl, then you walk, then you run. When we first 
get in here, we're not flying 18 inches from each other. We 

have very wide sets. And as we get good, at maintaining our 
position and using our checkpoints, then we'll move the sets in 
a little bit closer and then we'll move them in a little closer. 

The two solos demonstrate the maximum flying 
capabilities of the F-18. The four other planes form the 
diamond and show-off the precision flying of both plane and 
pilot. 

There's only one place in the world better to witness both 
than the middle of the flight line. 

And that's right there, just past the fence on the edge of a 
field of alfalfa is what they call the 'Hay Bales'. 

Farmers used to stack bales here. Home grown stadium 
seating for the locals, and the fans who've driven here from 
Los Angeles or Phoenix. 

Shawn: "The first show I saw this morning was pretty 
awesome. It's quite an experience. Can you feel them as they 
go by? Yeah, you definitely can" 

The bales are gone now but no where else can you be 
closer to a Blue Angel in the air, than right here. 

The whole team came out to shake hands. 
View Clip (RT: 4:32) 
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9. Phoenix Express 2012 Begins In Souda Bay 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 08 MAY 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Caitlin Conroy, Commander, U.S. Naval Forces 
Europe-Africa/U.S. 6th Fleet Public Affairs 

SOUDA BAY, Crete -- Phoenix Express 2012 (PE12), a 
multi-national exercise between Southern European, North 
African and U.S. naval forces, officially kicked off at the 
NATO Maritime Interdiction Operation Training Center 
(NMIOTC) in Souda Bay, May 7. 

Phoenix Express is an at-sea maritime exercise designed 
to improve cooperation among participating nations to help 
increase maritime safety and security in the Mediterranean 
Sea. 

"This is the seventh year for Phoenix Express, and it is 
one of four African regional ´Express´ series exercises that are 
designed to test skills obtained from participating in bilateral 
and Africa Partnership Station (APS) training in a regional 
maritime exercise," said Lt. Chase Ackerman, PE12 exercise 
planner. "One of the goals of PE12 is to build communication 
between North African and European partners so that there is 
a stronger united force in the Mediterranean Sea. At the same 
time, the training provided will help enhance maritime 
security." 

Exercise events during PE12 will be held in-port at the 
NMITOC and aboard the Hellenic navy training ship Aris, 
while the at-sea training will be conducted aboard various 
ships. During the in-port portion of training the focus will be 
on medical and maritime interdiction operations (MIO) 
training at NMIOTC, while combined maritime forces located 
pier-side will conduct workshops in helicopter operations and 

safety, damage control and firefighting, deck seamanship, 
navigation, search and rescue (SAR), small boat operations 
and a leadership course. After in-port training is complete, the 
at-sea portion of PE12 will commence in the Mediterranean 
Sea. 

At sea, ships and their Sailors will focus on maritime 
domain awareness (MDA) using the Automatic Identification 
System (AIS), and include interaction between forces afloat 
and the combined maritime operations center (CMOC) ashore. 
Combined maritime forces will also execute a series of 
scenarios exercising force protection measures, MIO - to 
include visit, board, search and seizure (VBSS) and helicopter 
VBSS (HVBSS) - SAR, replenishment at sea and helicopter 
operations. 

"Our purpose in the NMIOTC, besides hosting the 
exercise, is to provide all the necessary training, and with U.S. 
assistance, we can help make the command boarding teams 
better for their maritime interdiction operations," said Hellenic 
air force Lt. Col. Lampinos Lamprinakis, deputy education 
training director for the NMIOTC. "I believe we have had a 
smooth start to everything and I see that everyone is ready and 
willing to work together." 

Participating and observing countries in PE12 include 
Algeria, Canada, Croatia, Egypt, Greece, Italy, Libya, Malta, 
Morocco, Spain, Tunisia, Turkey and the United States. 

Return to Index 
 

10. USS Underwood Transits Panama Canal 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 08 MAY 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Stuart Phillips, Southern Seas 2012 Public Affairs 

USS UNDERWOOD, Panama Canal -- The Oliver 
Hazard Perry-class guided-missile frigate USS Underwood 

(FFG 36) transited the Panama Canal in support of Southern 
Seas 2012, May 6. 
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The transit began early Saturday evening and spilled over 
into the early hours of Sunday morning. 

"The transit normally takes 10-12 hours to complete," said 
Quartermaster 3rd Class Joshua Hughes, a native of Detroit, 
who steered the ship as the master helmsman for part of the 
transit. "It's a long transit and the times will always vary 
depending on traffic because there are a variety of vessels that 
use the canal. Last night's transit moved fairly quickly. Traffic 
was at a minimum so we were able to get through it in a 
timely manner." 

Hughes has navigated the canal five times, but the novelty 
has yet to fade. 

"If you've done it once, if you've done it a thousand times, 
it feels the same," said Hughes. "It's the excitement. It's the 
focus that is required in order to safely navigate a passage like 
this. Not a lot of people get to do this and I am truly pleased to 
say I've been able to do it at least once, let alone multiple 
times, and I hope to do it again." 

The meticulous passage of the ship is possible only with 
the efforts of all crew members aboard the ship. 

"Teamwork was essential to our transit, especially due to 
the length of our transit," said Command Master Chief 
Michael Bates. "The transit lasted over 11 hours. We didn't 
pull in until 2 a.m. The ship did a great job of relieving people 
on time and putting the right people on station." 

Transiting the canal is only the beginning for the crew of 
Underwood as they prepare for UNITAS Pacific, an annual 
multinational maritime exercise, scheduled to begin May 14. 

"The success of this event really set the tone for the 
deployment in terms of teamwork getting us through an 
evolution like that," said Bates. "The evolution was pretty 
flawless. I think that will set us up for success over the next 
six months." 

After completing the transit, the crew of Underwood took 
on supplies and refueled the ship at Vasco Nuñez de Balboa, 
on the Pacific side of the Panama Canal. 

Underwood is embarked on a six-month deployment to 
Central and South America and the Caribbean Sea in support 
of Southern Seas 2012 to engage in multinational naval 
exercises with partner nations. 
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11. U.S., Canadian Forces Sweep Thames In Homeland Security Exercise 
(NEW LONDON DAY 08 MAY 12) ... Jennifer McDermott 

GROTON — The U.S. and Canadian militaries searched 
together for fake sea mines planted in the waters near Groton 
and Nova Scotia this week. 

A homeland security drill, the exercise began when a 
fishing boat in Canada’s Sydney harbor triggered a simulated 
mine and “exploded.” Divers for both navies worked to clear 
the harbor. 

They soon learned the “eco-terrorist” responsible had also 
laid fake mines near the Naval Submarine Base in Groton. 

On Tuesday, divers with hand-held sonar looked for the 
metal objects shaped like mines in the Thames River. They 
would neutralize the mines by cracking the cases so water 
would flood in and destroy the electronics. 

Earlier, unmanned undersea vehicles had collected sonar 
images of the area. Experts analyzed the imagery to 
distinguish the metal objects from the rocks, refrigerators, tires 
and old lobster traps that also can be found scattered along the 
river bottom. 

The team in Canada had found 10 mines. Only a few 
remained near Groton. 

U.S. Navy Capt. Dominic DeScisciolo, who oversaw the 
mine warfare portion of the exercise, said that while he didn’t 
think either military would encounter mines frequently, it’s 
“certainly within the realm of possibilities.” 

“We need to be on our game and ready to respond and 
defeat this threat, wherever it may be,” he said from Nova 
Scotia during a phone interview. 

In Groton, Cmdr. Brian Dulla said the divers he oversees 
from the San Diego-based Mine Countermeasures Division 
Three One often practice locating and detonating mines. But 
they typically don’t get the chance to work with other 
agencies, he said. 

The exercise, “Frontier Sentinel 12,” which involved U.S. 
Fleet Forces, U.S. Coast Guard Atlantic Area and the 
Canadian Joint Task Force Atlantic, ends today. The drill has 
been held every two years since 2006. 

“We have, for many, many years, worked together very 
effectively,” DeScisciolo said. “This gave us an opportunity to 
improve.” 

Also on Tuesday, the Coast Guard practiced boarding a 
boat near Groton. The scenario suggested that the people on 
board would oppose them by force. Coast Guard Sector Long 
Island Sound established a unified command post to support 
the mine countermeasure exercise and trained the other 
agencies on their systems. 

“These days, no one nation takes on a task by 
themselves,” Canadian Cmdr. Niall Hanratty said. “We rely on 
our partners in the U.S. and I’m sure they do on us. We 
support each other and get the job done when and where it’s 
required.” 
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12. Navy Halts Some Practice Landings After Near Collision 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 09 MAY 12) ... Corinne Reilly 

NORFOLK -- The Navy has temporarily stopped 
conducting practice emergency aircraft landings near Norfolk 
International Airport in the wake of a near head-on collision 
between an E-2C Hawkeye and a commercial flight earlier this 
year. 

The close call, first reported Friday by WVEC-TV, 
happened around 11 a.m. on Feb. 9, roughly 4,000 feet above 
Hampton Roads. 

The commercial flight, a US Airways Express DHC-8, 
which seats as many as 50, was headed to Norfolk 
International. The Hawkeye, an early-warning aircraft that 
took off from Norfolk Naval Station's Chambers Field, was set 
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to make a mock emergency landing back at the base. The 
maneuver involves a quick descent from about 5,000 feet in "a 
left racetrack pattern," according to a Federal Aviation 
Administration report on the incident. 

The report says that the Hawkeye, which had been cleared 
for the landing, nearly crashed into the US Airways plane 
while descending, and that a collision was avoided only 
because the commercial pilot spotted the Hawkeye and made a 
fast left turn. 

"The pilot believes he would have collided with the E-2 
aircraft had he not taken this evasive action," the report says. 

At their closest, the planes were separated by roughly 
three-quarters of a mile horizontally and 100 feet vertically. It 
wasn't until they passed each other that a crew member in the 
back of the Hawkeye saw the other aircraft. 

The FAA's investigation into the incident faulted its own 
procedures and the air traffic controller who was responsible 
for the commercial flight. The report indicates that he didn't 
alert the plane, at that point being monitored by radar, that 
another aircraft was nearby. He also failed to properly 
coordinate with another controller in the airport tower who 
was handling the Hawkeye as it passed through Norfolk 
International's traffic pattern. 

In a written statement, the FAA said the controller was 
temporarily taken off duty and sent for retraining. The FAA 
also suspended the air traffic procedure that was in use for 
monitoring military aircraft making practice emergency 
landings through the civilian airport's air space, and it remains 
suspended. 

For now, the Navy is not conducting such training 
landings, said Terri Davis, a spokeswoman for Norfolk Naval 
Station. Davis said the FAA recommended soon after the 
incident that the base temporarily stop the landings until 
Norfolk air traffic controllers become better trained in how to 
handle them. 

So far, the FAA has not told the Navy that it's safe to 
resume the maneuvers, Davis said. 

Both the FAA and the Navy said they weren't aware of 
any previous close calls or of previous concerns over the 
military landings or FAA procedures for handling them. 

Cmdr. Phil Rosi, a spokesman with Naval Air Force 
Atlantic, said the FAA told the Navy soon after the incident 
that its investigation found no mistakes by the Hawkeye crew 
or its squadron, Carrier Airborne Early Warning Squadron 
124. 
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GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
13. U.S. Tries to Press China Sea Rights With Pact 
White House Says Senate Approval of Long-Stalled Treaty Would Let It Counter Beijing's Claims in an 
International Forum 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 09 MAY 12) ... Julian E. Barnes 

WASHINGTON—Defense Secretary Leon Panetta is 
beginning a new push for Senate approval of the Law of the 
Sea treaty, a long-stalled pact military officials believe is 
essential to preserve the Navy's right to conduct exercises in 
waters near China and to enhance U.S. claims in the Arctic 
and elsewhere. 

Conservatives have blocked ratification for years, arguing 
it gives too much power to international organizations over 
mineral rights, mainly oil. But with the Obama 
administration's new emphasis on Asia and with China's 
increasing aggressiveness, some officials believe ratification 
could at last be at hand. 

The Law of the Sea Treaty sets out international rules for 
maritime navigation, territorial waters and countries' use of 
offshore areas as exclusive economic zones. 

International negotiations on the treaty concluded in 1982, 
and it came into force 12 years later, but President Ronald 
Reagan opted not to submit the treaty for ratification, citing 
concerns about its mining provisions. The pact was later 
revised and every president since Bill Clinton has pushed for 
ratification. 

Some White House officials believe a new push this year 
could be successful, although they say it may not be possible 
to get the Senate to vote on the treaty until the end of the year. 

Oil companies eager to explore the Arctic for energy 
reserves are among business interests backing the push to 
ratify the treaty, arguing it would provide legal certainty for 
American corporations. 

In a speech set for Wednesday sponsored by the Pew 
Charitable Trusts and the Atlantic Council—a nonprofit that 
promotes international relations—Mr. Panetta will argue that 
ratifying the treaty would help ensure the U.S. has freedom of 
navigation in the world's oceans at a time when a new defense 
strategy acknowledges America's return to its "maritime 
roots." 

"The time has come for the United States to fully assert its 
role as a global leader, and accede to this important treaty," 
Mr. Panetta will say, according to a draft of his remarks 
reviewed by The Wall Street Journal. 

China, which has ratified the treaty, has long argued that 
it can limit military activities within its exclusive economic 
zone, which extends 200 nautical miles from the shoreline. 

The U.S. argues the treaty is clear that there is no 
restriction on military use of areas outside country's territorial 
waters, which extend 12 nautical miles from shore. 

U.S. defense officials say the best way to counter 
interpretations such as those given by China is to ratify the 
treaty and become a party to global talks. 

"By moving off the sidelines and leading the discussion, 
we would be able to influence those treaty bodies that develop 
and interpret the Law of the Sea," Mr. Panetta will say. "In 
that way, we would ensure that our rights are not whittled 
away by the excessive claims and erroneous interpretations of 
others." 

John Warner, a retired Republican senator who is helping 
organize the push for ratification, said if the U.S. ratified the 
treaty, it would be able to counter China's view of the treaty 
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over a negotiating table, rather than through a series of 
maritime confrontations. 

"If we are not a member of the treaty, we are out there 
with gunboat diplomacy," said Mr. Warner, a senior adviser to 
Pew, a nonprofit organization focused on public-policy issues. 

Sen. John Kerry (D., Mass.), the chairman of the Senate 
Foreign Relations Committee, is considering holding hearings 
on the treaty, said Jodi Seth, a spokeswoman for the senator. 
Ms. Seth said that the treaty is supported by "conservative-
minded businesses" and Republican national-security experts. 

"The unlikely allies who support the treaty make a 
powerfully persuasive case," Ms. Seth said. 

Conservatives have blocked ratification of the treaty for 
well over a decade. Some conservatives argue that it would 
inevitably allow an international body to send oil and gas 
royalties from wells on America's continental shelf to other 
nations. 

Steven Groves, a scholar at the Heritage Foundation, a 
conservative think tank, argues the push for ratification makes 
little sense and that China's view of the treaty is an outlier. 

"What would the U.S. joining the treaty have anything to 
do with China changing its position?" Mr. Groves asked. "The 
thought that the U.S. entering the treaty will change the 
behavior of these bad actors … is complete silliness." 
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14. Rhetoric Rises On South China Sea Standoff 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 09 MAY 12) ... Brian Spegele 

BEIJING—China said it was pessimistic about resolving 
a standoff with the Philippines in the resource-rich South 
China Sea and was prepared for tensions there to escalate 
further. 

The remarks, delivered during a meeting Monday 
between Chinese Vice Foreign Minister Fu Ying and Manila's 
charge d'affaires in Beijing, Alex Chua, marked a significant 
uptick in the heat of the rhetoric as relations between China 
and one of Washington's closest allies in the region continue 
to deteriorate. 

Mr. Chua was summoned by China's Foreign Ministry on 
Monday, according to the state-run Xinhua news agency, as 
part of a long-running dispute around what is known as the 
Scarborough Shoal in English and Huangyan island in 
Chinese, in the southeastern part of the South China Sea. 
Xinhua said it was the third meeting in less than a month 
between the two sides. 

"It is obvious the Philippine side has not realized that it is 
making serious mistakes and is stepping up efforts to escalate 
tensions instead," Ms. Fu said in a statement on the website of 
China's Foreign Ministry. "It is hoped that the Philippine side 
will not misjudge the situation and not escalate tensions 
without considering the consequences." 

A spokesman for the Philippines Department of Foreign 
Affairs, Raul Hernandez, said in a statement that the 
Philippines was taking a "new diplomatic initiative" that it 
hopes will defuse the situation, but declined to provide details. 

The standoff grew out of a confrontation last month in 
which Chinese government vessels blocked the Philippines 
from arresting Chinese fishermen accused by Manila of 

illegally harvesting coral and poaching sharks in the disputed 
waters. It appeared to be ebbing after China removed one of 
its three surveillance ships in the area and the Philippines 
replaced a naval warship with a coast-guard vessel, in an 
apparent bid to relieve tensions. 

But the dispute continued, and Mr. Hernandez said 
Tuesday that China now has four government ships in the 
area—along with eight fishing vessels—while the Philippines 
has two, one from its coast guard and the other from the 
Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources. 

The Philippines has said it will seek a settlement through 
the United Nations, an idea rejected by Beijing, which prefers 
settling disputes over the South China Sea with individual 
countries. 

The sea, an important fishing ground thought to contain 
large reserves of oil and natural gas, is claimed in whole or in 
part by China, the Philippines, Malaysia, Vietnam, Brunei and 
Taiwan. For China, whose growing military might and 
strategic influence is viewed with a suspicion and even 
hostility by some neighbors, it has become a source of 
growing diplomatic tensions and territorial disputes, in 
particular with the Philippines and Vietnam. Both countries 
have moved to strengthen ties with the U.S., which is building 
up its Asia-Pacific military presence. 

The International Crisis Group, a Brussels-based think 
tank, in a report last month cited a lack of coordination among 
Chinese government agencies, which compete to increase 
power and budgets, as one key reason for heightened tension 
in the South China Sea. 
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15. U.S. Eyes Signing Contract Over Japan's F-35 Purchase In June 
(KYODO NEWS 08 MAY 12) 

WASHINGTON -- The United States is making final 
arrangements with Japan to sign a contract over Tokyo's 
purchase of four units of the F-35 stealth fighter next month, a 
senior Navy officer suggested Tuesday. 

Vice Adm. David Venlet voiced expectation for the 
schedule at a hearing of the Subcommittee on Airland of the 
Senate Arms Services Committee. Japan plans to have four F-
35 fighters delivered in fiscal 2016. 

If the two governments seal the contract, it will pave the 
way for the delivery of the aircraft to Japan. 

As for the F-35, concerns have been rising in Japan over 
delay of development and growing prices. Even after Tokyo 
formally picked the F-35 as its next-generation mainstay 
fighter, Japanese Defense Minister Naoki Tanaka has signaled 
in a Diet debate that the procurement could be canceled. 

Japan plans to eventually have 42 units of the F-35. After 
the congressional hearing, Venlet told reporters that the 
estimated price of $10 billion for 42 fighters include training 
and maintenance costs and is thus appropriate for Japan. 

But the Navy officer declined to reveal the unit price. 
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Japan announced in December that it had chosen the F-35 
for the Air Self-Defense Force's next-generation fighter to 

replace the country's aging F-4 fleet. 
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16. Australia's New Budget Hits Defense Spending 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 09 MAY 12) ... James Glynn and Enda Curran 

CANBERRA—Australia's government, facing a 
weakening economy, presented a budget package including 
heavy defense cutbacks as it aims for a surplus in time for a 
general election late next year. Military and foreign-aid 
programs will be hardest hit by the 33.6 billion Australian 
dollars (US$34.3 billion) in savings and cuts. 

The defense cutbacks, including the early retirement of 
some C-130 transport aircraft and a reduction in civilian 
personnel, signal a reversal for Australia after it had 
committed to bolstering its military to help counter China's 
growing influence in the Pacific. 

Plans to update Australia's aging military with new 
equipment, such as the F-35 Joint-Strike Fighter jets, will now 
include some purchase delays, while foreign-aid programs 
have been deferred. 

The remainder of the budget hole will be filled by 
canceling a planned corporate-tax cut and changes to a range 
of tax allowances, including ending tax concessions on 
severance pay for executives. 

"Returning to surplus also locks in confidence, and is 
Australia's best defense at a time when the global economy is 
changing dramatically," Treasurer Wayne Swan on delivering 
the budget said. "It creates a buffer in uncertain times and is a 
very clear sign of our strong economy." 

"The country's defense is not prejudiced by this; what 
might be slightly reduced is the ability to sustain support for 
an U.S. strategic initiative out of region," said Michael 
McKinley, a senior lecturer in strategic studies at Australian 
National University. 

The army will be forced to cut back the use of some 
armored personnel vehicles and tanks. Plans to buy self-
propelled howitzers have been shelved. Nonoperational perks 
such as the navy's international program will be canceled. 
Other savings measures include canceling some building 
works, staff travel and benefits. 

"The provision of equipment to defense personnel on 
operations will not be adversely affected and there will be no 
adverse impact on the number of military personnel in the 
Australian defense force," Defense Minister Stephen Smith 
said. 

The budget was criticized by unions, concerned about a 
loss of jobs. The Community and Public Sector Union, or 
CPSU, said the spending plan will cause 4,200 job losses and 
affect services. The government said 3,000 jobs would be 
trimmed, largely through attrition over a number of years. 

"Delivering a surplus on the back of cuts to frontline 
services is short-term thinking at its worst," said Nadine 
Flood, national secretary of the CPSU. 

The Labor government's plans depend on the broader 
economy to grow a solid 3.25% in the next fiscal year, enough 
to keep unemployment at an average 5.5%, but higher than the 
current average level of 5.2%. Australia's economy grew at a 
slower-than-expected 2.3% in the final quarter of last year and 
below the average. 

The new budget is a gamble by Mr. Swan and Prime 
Minister Julia Gillard that a recent drop in demand for natural 
resources won't derail Australia's mining boom, the key driver 
for the economy and the generator of additional revenue 
needed to deliver a surplus and to provide financial relief for 
middle- and low-income families. 

The latest opinion polls show the Labor vote near a record 
low, while support for the center-right Liberal-National 
coalition in opposition, led by Tony Abbott, is at an 11-year 
high. 

Hours before the budget was released Tuesday, new 
figures showed that Australia's trade deficit widened for a 
third straight month in March, with exports of commodities 
such as iron ore and coal particularly weak. The Australian 
Bureau of Statistics reported a A$1.59 billion deficit in March, 
significantly wider than the A$900 million expected by 
economists. 

Over the first quarter, Australia's trade deficit totaled 
nearly A$3.2 billion, the largest quarterly deficit since 
December 2009. Not since the depths of the global crisis has 
Australia seen a series of such deficits in the first quarter. 

"It will all depend on global developments," said Steve 
Hess, Australia analyst for Moody's Investors Service 
following the budget announcement. "The growth forecasts 
seem reasonable to us at this point but are subject to lots of 
uncertainty." 

Australia's budget balance will move from a deficit of 
A$44.4 billion in the fiscal year ending June 30, to a surplus 
of A$1.5 billion in the next year. Net debt is projected to peak 
at 9.6% this fiscal year. 

Key to Mr. Swan's plans will be the restoration of 
Australia's economic vitality outside resources, which account 
for about 60% of exports. The strong Australian dollar has put 
pressure on other areas of economic activity unrelated to 
mining, and encouraged the Reserve Bank of Australia, or 
RBA, to keep interest rates high to control inflation. 

Fresh revenue will come in July in the form of new 
taxation on mining profits, estimated will raise A$6.5 billion 
within two years, and a levy on carbon pollution that will 
generate A$7.4 billion. 

Some economists argue that the budget will shift 
responsibility for economic growth away from the government 
and on to the shoulders of the Reserve Bank of Australia, the 
country's independent central bank. That is expected to 
pressure the RBA to cut interest rates further from the 3.75% 
level set last week. 

"The budget spends a lot more on handing out welfare to 
middle-income households than it does on promoting skills 
and productivity," said Scott Haslem, chief economist for 
Australia at investment bank UBS AG. "It does suggest the 
RBA will be picking up the tab if the economy does slow 
more than expected." 
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17. India To Get Aircraft Carrier Admiral Gorshkov Next Year 
(PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 08 MAY 12) 

NEW DELHI - India will get aircraft carrier Admiral 
Gorshkov and nuclear submarine INS Arihant next year 
providing a much needed boost to country's naval capabilities. 

Wrapping up a discussion on the performance of his 
Ministry in the Rajya Sabha, defence minister A K Antony on 
Tuesday said from 2013, the Navy will get five new warships 
every year which will help in modernising country's naval 
fleet. 

"In the early half of next year, aircraft carrier INS 
Vikramaditya (Admiral Gorshkov) will sail to Indian shores 
and the strategic indigenous submarine also would be inducted 
by the middle of next year," he said. Admiral Gorshkov is 
undergoing trials in Russia and is expected to be 
commissioned into the Navy on December 4. 

India and Russia had signed a deal in 2004 for the aircraft 
carrier which will arrive in the country after a delay of four 
years. 

The defence minister said a nuclear submarine INS 
Chakra has also been leased from Russia and the "Navy was in 
the process of being strengthened." Commenting on defence 
research programmes in the country, Antony said despite 
Technology Denial Regimes (TDR), the DRDO has made the 
country proud with achievements such as Agni-5. 

"Now they are aiming for going further," he said. On the 
Defence Estates Organisation (DEO), he said the Government 
has moved ahead with policy of holding preliminary inquiries 
if there was any complaint and if any wrongdoing was found, 
"we will not spare anybody whosoever that person may be. 
We will protect every inch of defence land. That is what 
happened in the case of Adarsh." "We did the same in 
Kandivali, Srinagar and Pune land scams also," he said. 
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18. Antony Asks Navy To Step Up Vigil In Indian Ocean 
(BHOPAL DANIK BHASKAR (INDIA) 08 MAY 12) 

NEW DELHI -- Taking note of the "complex security 
matrix" in the Indian Ocean Region and "political 
developments," Defence Minister A K Antony on Tuesday 
asked the Indian Navy to maintain high levels of preparedness 
in the area. 

Inaugurating a four day-long Naval Commander's 
Conference in New Delhi, Antony highlighted the Navy's 
ability to play a leading role in ensuring peace and stability in 
the Indian Ocean Region (IOR). 

"The security situation in our immediate neighbourhood 
has become really complex. Considering the challenges in the 
IOR, it is essential to maintain high levels of operational 
preparedness at all times," he said. 

On prevailing factors in the region which needs 
consideration, he said, "On the one hand, there are some 
political developments. On the other hand, a number of other 
factors are a cause for worry and need to be factored into our 
preparations, both in the short-term and long-term." 

India's strategic location in the IOR and the professional 
capability of our Navy bestows upon us a natural ability to 
play a leading role in ensuring peace and stability here, Mr 
Antony told the Commanders. 

The Defence Minister also stressed upon free movement 
of trade and energy supplies and various economic activities 
such as fishing and extraction of mineral resources and termed 
them "crucial" for the economic security. 

"Security of maritime activity through sea-lanes in Indian 
Ocean is of crucial importance for the economic prosperity of 
our nation and that of the world," he said. 

Commending the Navy's modernisation programme, 
Antony specially mentioned the induction of the nuclear-
powered submarine INS Chakra and said, "It has ushered in a 
new era of submarine operations." 

"It (INS Chakra) has placed us in a select group of Navies 
that operate such a platform. We must ensure that Chakra is 
utilised effectively to harness its real potential and also evolve 
operational concepts for future platforms," Mr Antony said. 

Observing that the Navy is on its course to acquire potent 
platforms which will add to its blue water capability, he said, 
"Induction of INS Vikramaditya in the near future, the potent 
MiG 29 Ks, as well as P-8I Rong-Range Maritime 
Reconnaissance Aircraft would strengthen the Navy further." 
Mr Antony also highlighted the recent maiden successful test 
flight of Naval version of Light Combat Aircraft (LCA-Navy) 
in this context. 

Expressing satisfaction over Navy's commitment to 
indigenization, he said, "44 out of 48 ships and submarines, 
presently on order, are being constructed in India. The Navy 
has also maintained close liaison with DRDO and participated 
actively in research and development projects." 

Cautioning that the satisfactory pace of indigenization 
should not lead to "complacence," he said, "Public Sector 
shipyards must speed up construction of warships and 
submarines and further modernise the infrastructure and 
technology of ship-production." 

The Defence Minister also exhorted the Navy and other 
agencies to put in more efforts to meet the timelines of the 
ongoing projects. 

"This requires a synergy and active cooperation between 
Navy and all other concerned agencies. Such synergy is 
imperative for achieving self-reliance and ultimately reducing 
our dependence on foreign suppliers, particularly in areas of 
advanced technology," he said. 

Stressing on the government's commitment to improving 
the service conditions of its armed forces, Mr Antony said, 
"To increase the attractiveness of Navy as a career, the 
Defence Ministry has taken several initiatives for grant of 
Modified Assured Career Progression Scheme and approved 
the honorary rank of Chief Petty Officers (CPO) for sailors." 

"Our government will continue to provide the necessary 
funds to construct accommodation for Service personnel under 
the Married Accommodation Project for officers and sailors," 
he added. 
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19. Navy 'Forced To Drop Year-Round Somalia Piracy Patrols' 
The Royal Navy no longer has enough warships to dedicate one to fighting piracy off the coast of Somalia all 
year round, it was reported. 
(LONDON TELEGRAPH (UK) 09 MAY 12) 

Cuts mean that the UK has had to scale back its 
commitments in the region, despite David Cameron making 
the fight against the multi-billion dollar piracy problem there a 
foreign policy priority. 

While the U.S., France, Italy, Denmark and other 
countries still send frigates, Britain has quietly withdrawn its 
ships, according to a newspaper. 

The UK can now only deploy two frigates for 
contingency operations east of the Suez canal, with neither 
able to be committed to piracy full time, it was reported. 

The Navy's fuel and supply ship, the Fort Victoria, has 
been supporting the counter-piracy fleet in the region since 
last year but it is unclear whether this will continue beyond the 
summer. 

Four frigates had been dedicated to Somalia, deployed on 
rotation to give year-round support. But four frigates were 
scrapped in Ministry of Defence cuts. 

Difficulties have been compounded by the need to 
commit ships and personnel to the Olympic security effort this 
summer. 

A senior Whitehall source told the Guardian: "Counter 
piracy is getting very difficult for the UK. We have two 
frigates that are supposed to look after contingencies in the 
Falklands, the Gulf and piracy." 

"Fort Victoria is a good platform but we cannot commit 
frigates to Somalia. They go in and out when they can, but 
reassurance work in the Gulf is more of a priority now. 

"Many of the people who are good at counter-piracy are 
now involved in the Olympics, so they are not available either, 
and won't be until the autumn at the earliest." 

Piracy cost the world economy $7 billion (£4.3 billion) 
last year and figures show that pirates raised almost $160 
million from hostage ransoms, but 24 captives died. 

Among the victims were British businessman David 
Tebbutt - whose wife Judith was held for six months before 
being released in June. 
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20. Shooting To Kill Pirates Risks Blackwater Moment 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 08 MAY 12) ... Michelle Wiese Bockmann and Alan Katz 

At first the video depicts a seemingly calm, sun-drenched 
sea from aboard the Avocet, until a pale blue skiff appears in 
the distance, cutting rapidly across the Indian Ocean toward 
the bulk ship’s starboard side. 

After a tense radio exchange between the ship’s armed 
guards, who believe they’re under attack by pirates, their team 
leader steps through the bridge door and orders warning shots. 
Immediately, he and another guard fire dozens of rounds at the 
oncoming boat. The blaze of gunfire continues after the skiff 
crashes into the ship, with guards shooting down into the 
vessel, and as it then trails behind the Avocet. 

“Second skiff coming in,” he shouts, then they turn and 
begin firing on the new boat, and the video ends. 

At least some of the boats’ occupants were probably 
killed or injured, said Thomas Rothrauff, president of Virginia 
Beach, Virginia-based Trident Group Inc., which provided the 
ship’s security crew. He said the incident on March 25 last 
year was the second attempt to hijack the Avocet in three 
days. After spotting rocket-propelled grenades on the first 
skiff, the guards feared for their lives. The shootings were 
justified and the guards acted responsibly, Rothrauff said, 
firing warnings before aiming at the boat. 

The gunfire exchange highlights a lack of rules governing 
the use of weapons on the high seas amid questions over how 
much force is legal and necessary to fight Somali piracy 
attacks, which targeted a record 237 ships last year. The video, 
presented at a shipping conference in December and leaked on 
the internet last month, has fueled debate over when is it 
acceptable to open fire -- and to keep shooting. 

Chaotic Seas 
Fear of pirate attacks is creating more violent and chaotic 

seas, where some overzealous or untrained guards are shooting 

indiscriminately, killing pirates and sometimes innocent 
fishermen before verifying the threat, according to more than 
two dozen interviews with lawyers, ship owner groups, 
insurance underwriters and maritime security companies. 

Reckless gun use at sea could put the whole industry at 
risk of reputational damage, said Stephen Askins, a partner at 
the London-based law firm Ince & Co., who has negotiated 
with Somali pirates for the release of hostages. 

“You can’t have a Blackwater out in the Indian Ocean,” 
he said, referring to the 2007 incident in which Blackwater 
Worldwide security guards allegedly fired on and killed 
civilians in Baghdad. 

New security companies have sprouted to cater to 
shipowners’ rising demand for private guards, often recruiting 
former soldiers from combat in Iraq or Afghanistan, as well as 
moonlighting police officers, they said. 

‘Wild Wild West’ 
“It’s the Wild Wild West out there,” said James Staples, a 

retired U.S. merchant marine captain who spent more than 30 
years working in the Indian Ocean and chased off pirates 
about to board his ship at 4:30 a.m. one morning in 2009 by 
shooting warning shots from his pistol. “There are no 
regulations or vetting process for these teams. The company 
doesn’t know who it’s getting on board. There’s no training 
requirement or training for lifesaving.” 

Nevertheless, Staples said that based on his understanding 
of the incident, he believes the Avocet guards were justified. 

The shipping industry is divided over whether the amount 
of shooting in the video was warranted, said Michael Frodl, a 
Washington-based chairman of C-Level Maritime Risks, a 
consultant with clients including ship owners and insurance 
underwriters. 
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“Some ship owners don’t want to spend money on 
security groups that just shoo away the pirates; they want to 
see pirates destroyed,” he said. “Others say you can’t import 
the values of warfare to what’s essentially a police action 
against criminals.” 

Costly Enemy 
There’s no doubt that pirates are a lethal and costly enemy 

on the high seas, with their attacks, hijackings and ransom 
demands translating into billions in economic losses. As vessel 
owners also confront rising fuel prices and cargo rates that 
have plunged since 2008, piracy is a problem they can ill 
afford. 

Since 2008, gangs of Somali pirates linked to clans in the 
failed state on the eastern coast of Africa have carried out 
more than 800 attacks on ships, from private yachts to oil 
supertankers. Pirates hijacked more than 170 of those vessels, 
taking hostage some 3,400 seafarers and killing 25, according 
to Intercargo, an industry group representing global owners of 
dry cargo vessels. 

Maritime piracy cost the global economy roughly $7 
billion, including $530 million spent on private armed guards, 
according to Oceans Beyond Piracy, a project of Broomfield, 
Colorado-based non-profit One Earth Future Foundation. The 
pirate groups earned about $160 million last year through 
ransom payments for vessels and crew. 

The Avocet’s Journey 
The threat makes it tough on companies like New York-

based Eagle Bulk Shipping Inc. (EGLE), which operates a 
fleet of 45 carriers, including the Avocet, that transport 
cargoes of minerals and grains. 

The Avocet was traveling from Europe, passing through 
the Gulf of Aden, between Yemen and Somalia, when the 
pirates first approached on March 22 last year, said Trident’s 
Rothrauff, whose company specializes in maritime security. 
The pirates fired on the ship, but retreated, he said. For the 
next three days, the pirates followed from a larger vessel they 
appeared to have hijacked, their skiffs on board ready to be 
lowered into the water. 

By the day of the videotaped shooting, the Avocet had 
reached a point in the center of the Arabian Sea, an area of the 
Indian Ocean midway between Somalia and India. Its 
American security team, which included former U.S. Navy 
SEALs, had been on alert for 72 hours, using their radar to 
monitor the location, Rothrauff said in telephone interviews. 

Videotaped Battle 
A video camera fixed to the helmet of a Trident team 

leader captured the action over 2 minutes, 54 seconds. 
For most of a minute, the team leader speaks by radio 

from the bridge, instructing other guards to hold fire, before 
running onto the bridge wing with his assault rifle and 
ordering warning shots. Then the action begins. The shooting 
continues with only brief interruptions for the rest of the 
video. 

One of the first shots appears to have killed or 
incapacitated the boat driver, causing the skiff to crash into the 
side of the Avocet, according to two former special-forces 
officers from two different European countries who viewed 
the video at the request of Bloomberg News. Shooting at the 
boat continues until the guards spot a second boat and turn 
their guns on it. 

Confronting AK-47s 

Rothrauff said that while it is not visible on the video, 
return fire from AK-47s on the skiffs barely missed the head 
of one of his guards. 

All four ship guards had fired warning shots, and that 
barrage of gunfire may have provoked a firefight that masked 
the sound of return shots from the skiffs on the video, he said. 
Trident has changed its procedures, and now permits only the 
team leader to fire warnings. 

Rothrauff said it was likely that the occupants of the skiffs 
were killed or injured, though he had no way of knowing. 

“We’re not in the business of counting injuries,” he said. 
Trident is “absolutely” satisfied its operating procedures 

were legal, said Rothrauff. “Full compliance with rules for use 
of force were in place.” 

Videotapes Typical 
He said the crew typically videotapes all encounters, but 

he wouldn’t confirm that video was taken of the first attack. 
He declined Bloomberg’s request to review additional images, 
saying all video belongs to the ship owner. Eagle Bulk 
Shipping doesn’t discuss its security or operational 
procedures, said Jim Lawrence, founding partner of MTI 
Network, a crisis media management company, on behalf of 
Eagle. 

The video never should have become public, said Bryan 
Bittner, director of operations at Eagle Shipping International 
(USA) LLC, a unit of Eagle Bulk Shipping. 

“What we do for vessel security should remain within the 
realm of parties interested,” he said in an April 13 telephone 
interview. He referred further inquiries to Trident. 

Daren Knight, a maritime security consultant and former 
U.K. Royal Marines commando who leads on-board security 
teams and who viewed the video after hearing about it from a 
colleague, also concluded that the armed guards hadn’t fired 
warning shots, turning their weapons immediately on the skiff 
with the gunfire appearing to quickly spiral out of control. 

‘Just Not Acceptable’ 
“The rate of fire that went down was just not acceptable at 

all,” said Knight, who is based in Dublin. “All force has to be 
proportionate, that’s the rules for the use of force.” 

“I look at that video in horror,” said Chris South, deputy 
director at West of England Insurance Services, a protection 
and indemnity club that protects ship owners against marine 
risks. South said the guards appear to use excessive force. 

“I don’t necessarily think they were acting with a 
graduated, proportional, necessary response.” 

One risk is that armed guards inadvertently kill fishermen, 
said John Boreman, marine director for the International 
Association of Independent Tanker Owners (Intertanko), the 
industry’s biggest trade group. He cited the killing of two 
Indian fishermen in February, allegedly by Italian soldiers 
detached to the Enrica Lexie tanker, as well as the difficulty in 
distinguishing between fishermen and pirate boats. 

Spotting a gun on an approaching boat doesn’t guarantee 
that those aboard are pirates, he said. 

Demand For Guards 
When looking for clues, Boreman said, “it’s not arms 

anymore because we know Yemeni fishermen carry arms.” 
The presence of private armed guards is escalating rapidly 

on ships crossing areas prone to piracy -- generally considered 
to include the Gulf of Aden and waters off Somalia and 
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fanning out to the Indian Ocean, covering an area about the 
size of the continental United States. 

Some 160 maritime security companies operate in high-
risk areas, according to William Mackenzie Green, business 
development manager at Protection Vessels International Ltd., 
one of those companies. About 40 percent of the 42,500 ships 
that transit the region each year now use armed guards, 
compared to 15 percent a year ago, he said. 

The armed-guard business boom is based on financial 
calculations by cash-strapped ship owners. Freight rates have 
slumped since the final quarter of 2008, and an oversupply of 
new ships and high fuel costs cut earnings to unprofitable 
levels for most types of tankers, container ships and dry cargo 
vessels in 2011. Container-shipping lines lost more than $11.4 
billion last year, according to SeaIntel Maritime Analysis, a 
Copenhagen-based consultant. Eagle reported a net loss of 
$14.8 million for 2011, with cash generated by the fleet 
declining from $94.3 million to $58.3 million. 

Cheaper Than Fuel 
Hiring armed guards is cheaper than the extra fuel 

required to detour around pirate areas or to go fast enough to 
outrun them, according to Roland Hoeger, managing director 
of the shipping companies of the Komrowski Group in 
Hamburg, which has used such guards since one of its 
container ships, Taipan, was hijacked in 2010. 

Armed guards cost about $60,000 for a crossing while the 
extra fuel for the largest container ships to go at their 
maximum speed comes to about $200,000, he said on April 25 
at a Hanson Wade piracy conference in Hamburg. 

No ship with armed guards aboard has been hijacked by 
Somali pirates, according to Peter Cook, chairman of the 
Security Association for the Maritime Industry, a group that 
has created an accreditation system for private guard 
companies. And the proportion of attacks that lead to 
hijackings has plummeted. 

Guards Deter Hijackings 
In the first quarter of this year, the 43 reported ship 

incidents with Somali pirates resulted in 9 hijackings, 152 
seafarers taken hostage and two mariners killed, according to 
the International Maritime Bureau’s Piracy Reporting Center. 
That is roughly half the 97 incidents, 16 hijackings and 299 
mariners seized in the first quarter of 2011. 

While more countries have begun allowing private armed 
guards to board ships bearing their flags, including the U.S., 
U.K., Norway, and Panama, there are no binding international 
rules that regulate their use. The United Nations’ International 
Maritime Organization issued non-binding guidelines for 
private armed guards last year stating that they should try to 
avoid using force, but if they must do so, “in no case should 
the use of force exceed what is strictly necessary.” 

Battles Unseen 
Andrew Shapiro, Assistant U.S. Secretary of State for 

Political-Military Affairs, said an expectation that armed 
guards on ships would behave as undisciplined “cowboys” and 
increase violence at sea has not panned out. 

“We have not seen cases of pitched battles at sea between 
pirates and armed security personnel,” he said in a March 27 
speech in Washington. 

With the release of the Avocet video, a state department 
official said its context was insufficient for him to provide a 

definitive opinion about whether the guards’ actions were 
appropriate. 

”It certainly doesn’t dissuade me or my colleagues in the 
U.S. government from the view that the increased use of 
armed security teams is purely a reaction to the increase in 
pirate attacks and is demonstrably effective in repelling 
attacks,” said Thomas Kelly, Principal Deputy Assistant 
Secretary of State for Political-Military Affairs. “And that is a 
good thing.” 

Per Gullestrup, a partner at Copenhagen-based Clipper 
Group A/S, negotiated the release of one of the company’s 
ships after it was hijacked in late 2008. Clipper has used 
armed guards for all of its Indian Ocean crossings since March 
2011. 

‘Numerous Shootings’ 
“We know of numerous shootouts between armed guards 

and pirates and every time the pirates have had to break off an 
attack,” he said. “In our view the only 100 percent fail-proof 
way so far is putting armed guards on board.” 

While most private armed guard suppliers say they have 
strict rules governing their use of force and say they make sure 
to verify that suspicious vessels really are pirate ships 
initiating an attack before shooting at them, both the video and 
encounters listed by the International Maritime Bureau (IMB) 
seem to paint a different picture. 

Two entries in the IMB’s 2011 annual report record 
private security teams firing at skiffs at a distance of one 
nautical mile, or more than 2,000 yards. 

“Any idea how far out you could see an AK-47 with a 10- 
power scope? Maybe 350 yards,” Jonah Mesritz, a former 
Navy SEAL who is in business development and is a guard 
team leader at GreySide Group, said in a presentation to ship 
owners in Hamburg last month. “These guys have to come in 
close enough for you to be able to ID these weapons.” 

Incidents Not Reported 
Askins, the London lawyer, said firefights aren’t being 

reported or investigated, and that armed guards lack the 
accountability and transparency demanded of the military and 
police. 

Ship owners are asked to report all incidents or suspicious 
activity to either the IMB or to militaries patrolling in the 
region via the U.K. Maritime Trade Operation (UKMTO), but 
aren’t required to do so. 

Reported attacks early this year were about half of what 
the European Union Naval Force, EU NAVFOR, expected, 
indicating that a large proportion of all pirate encounters may 
not be disclosed, according to Simon Church, industry liaison 
officer. That proportion is pushed down in part by the use of 
armed guards, Intertanko’s Boreman said. At a conference in 
Dubai in March, he saw a sample contract of a private armed 
guard supplier that specifically prohibited the ship owner from 
notifying UKMTO of any encounters, he said. 

‘Warning Shots’ 
Eagle Shipping, whose carrier was sailing under the flag 

of the Marshall Islands, reported the March 25, 2011, incident 
to the islands’ registry, according to John Ramage, chief 
operating officer of International Registries Inc., which runs 
the registry. Eagle also reported it to the IMB, which provided 
this description in its 2011 annual report: “Armed security 
team aboard fired warning shots. The pirates aborted the 
attempted attack.” Eagle reported the earlier, March 22, 
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exchange to the IMB, but the Marshall Islands has no record 
of that attack, according to Ramage. 

The video did not come to the attention of officials with 
the islands’ registry until two weeks ago, Ramage said. It is 
his responsibility to decide if an investigation is warranted, he 
said, and if so, pursue one. He said he had not spoken to the 
security company, was unaware of injuries or deaths to those 
aboard the skiffs, hadn’t investigated and doesn’t plan to. 

“It’s very unfortunate that the Somali pirates got injured 
but they shouldn’t be doing it in the first place,” Ramage said. 

Inquiry Needed 
Officials with the U.S. Department of Justice declined to 

comment on whether it was investigating. 

James Wilkes, managing director of Gray Page, an 
Oxford, England-based maritime investigation company, said 
an inquiry into the incident is necessary for the integrity of the 
shipping industry. 

“It’s given enough people cause for concern that 
something should be done,” Wilkes said. “It can’t just be 
swept under the rug.” 

No one should pre-judge the outcome of an investigation, 
he added. 

“We don’t know the full circumstances, we don’t know 
the run-up to it, we don’t know what happen afterwards,” he 
said. “We only have the video to go on, but that’s why an 
investigation is required.” 
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21. New Task Force Supports Countertrafficking In Europe 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS 08 MAY 12) ... Donna Miles 

STUTTGART, Germany – A new task force at U.S. 
European Command is helping other U.S. government 
agencies and their international counterparts confront 
trafficking in illicit goods and services that officials call a 
major national security threat to the United States. 

Eucom stood up the Joint Interagency Counter 
Trafficking Center here in September to focus on trafficking in 
drugs, weapons, humans and other illicit commodities, as well 
as their financing, Army Brig. Gen. Mark Scraba, the center’s 
director, told American Forces Press Service. 

Its role is to marshal military resources to support a 
whole-of-government approach to a skyrocketing problem that 
extends far beyond European borders. 

“Europe has become the illicit trafficking intersection of 
the world,” Scraba said, a transit zone for illicit shipments 
originating not only in Europe, but also in the Middle East, 
Asia, and increasingly, South and Central America. 

Scraba noted a variety of factors: Europe’s central 
location, a lucrative cocaine market that pays four to five 
times the U.S. street value, and increasing challenges 
traffickers face getting drugs across the southern U.S. border. 

“So there is an incredible incentive for drug organizations 
to expand and open up new franchises in Europe,” Scraba 
said. 

Compounding the challenge, he explained, is the fact that 
traffickers who once operated independently have aligned 
their efforts. They see the value of working together as they 
use the same organized networks to traffic their materials. 

The result, Scraba said, is far more sophisticated criminal 
networks able to operate across national borders. Among the 
greatest concerns, he said, has been the convergence of drug 
and terror networks. 

All of this contributes to corruption of legitimate 
governments as well as global financial and trade networks, 
Navy Adm. James G. Stavridis, the Eucom commander, said 
during an interview with the Pentagon Channel and American 
Forces Press Service. “It undermines fragile democracies. It 
has a real human cost.” 

Scraba described the step-by-step process that occurs. 
“Trafficking feeds corruption. And if you have corruption, that 
leads to instability within the governing process of a country,” 
he said. “If you then have instability and corruption in the day-
to-day governing of a country, then that spreads to regional 
instability. And regional instability … has the second- and 

third-order effects of impacting multiple regions, requiring a 
response by the international community.” 

Particularly troubling, Stavridis recently told Congress, is 
the trafficking networks’ links to terrorism and insurgencies 
and their ability to undermine stability, security and 
sovereignty. The same networks that move narcotics, weapons 
and people also transport terrorist operatives, he said, and this 
trafficking, regardless of the commodity, bankrolls organized 
crime, terrorists and insurgents. 

For example, drug trafficking through Europe has had a 
significant impact on security in Afghanistan. The Taliban 
made more than $150 million in 2009 alone through the sale 
of opium, the United Nations Office of Drugs and Crime 
estimated in its 2011 World Drug Report. That same year, the 
U.N. estimated that 75 to 80 metric tons of Afghan heroin 
reached Central and Western Europe, and another 90 metric 
tons transited through Central Asia to Russia. 

Concerned about this growing threat, Stavridis took the 
lessons of U.S. Southern Command’s Joint Interagency Task 
Force South in Florida that he previously commanded to 
create Eucom’s smaller-scale operation from existing 
resources. 

With fewer than 40 staff members, including 
representatives of the FBI, Drug Enforcement Agency and 
other U.S. government agencies focused on trafficking, it 
serves as a “fusion organization” matrixed to other Defense 
Department and U.S. government agencies. This, Scraba said, 
leverages military capabilities to help them operate more 
effectively. 

“We are the cog in the wheel” that reaches out to and 
helps connect the other spokes, he said. That runs from 
providing translators to monitor known trafficking networks 
and technology to help federal law enforcement officials to 
more efficiently inspect shipping containers to teaching police 
dogs to sniff out drugs or explosives. 

Eucom shares intelligence and lessons the military has 
learned supporting U.S. interagency partners’ counternarcotics 
efforts in the United States, Scraba said. The command 
recently ran a conference for 14 partner nations, providing law 
enforcement communications training and sharing lessons 
learned in running an operations center. 

“This gets at the center of gravity for why we exist: to 
support our U.S. agency efforts,” Scraba said. 
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“The bottom line,” he explained, “is that trafficking is a 
network of networks. And in order for us – the United States 
and international community – to have the best chance of 
disrupting and dismantling illicit trafficking, we, too, have to 
be a network of networks. 

“That is the U.S. military, supporting the U.S. interagency 
and then collaborating with international organizations that 
share the same concern and have the same objectives with 
regards of disrupting and dismantling illicit trafficking,” he 
added. 

Just eight months after it stood up, the new Eucom task 
force is getting a warm reception from interagency and 
international partners alike, who recognize the contribution it 
can make to their countertrafficking efforts. 

All recognize the extent of the problem, Scraba said, and 
the need to work together to confront it. 

“There is no question that it is a problem, and there is no 
question that this is a team sport and that it requires the 
international community working together to combat this,” he 
said. 

That’s essential to disrupting trafficking and making 
Europe inhospitable to traffickers, he said. Americans should 
care that it succeeds, he added, because it’s a matter of “invest 
now, save later.” 

“It is clear and documented that trafficking distorts 
economies. It erodes sovereignties. It corrupts democracies. It 
accelerates extremism. It weakens allies and feeds terrorism,” 
he said. 

“All that adds up to a threat to the U.S. homeland,” he 
continued. “And that, from a national security perspective, is 
the ‘So what?’ as far as why trafficking is such a significant 
issue here in Europe.” 

Return to Index 
 

22. NATO Official Sees Slow Progress With Russia On Missile Defense 
(DEFENSE DAILY 09 MAY 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

NATO's top general for transformation said yesterday he 
is optimistic the alliance and Russia will forge common 
ground to work together on missile defense following 
Moscow's participation in a joint exercise earlier this year. 

French General Stephane Abrial told a group of reporters 
that even though Russia only reluctantly agreed to participate 
in the March exercise in Germany, he sees it as progress 
toward defusing the tension between NATO and the Kremlin 
over plans to develop missile defenses on the continent. 

"This is why my optimism is not too exaggerated," he said 
at a Defense Writers Group gathering ahead of NATO's May 
20-21 NATO summit in Chicago. 

The United States and its NATO allies have had a 
longstanding policy of trying to include Russia in the missile 
defense plan for Europe, but Moscow has repeatedly lashed 
out against it, saying a missile defense system is a threat to its 
strategic deterrent and has on occasion vowed to retaliate. 

Abrial conceded that negotiations with the Kremlin 
through the NATO-Russia Council have been slow to bridge 
the gaps between the two sides. 

"Negotiations have not been running as fast and as 
positively as we expected," Abrial said. "There is a 

fundamental disagreement on the possible impact of missile 
defense in the various formats.” 

The United States and NATO have rejected Russia's 
claims that missile defense in Europe would undermine 
Russian national security, saying the system would be geared 
to fend off threats from "rogue" nations like Iran. 

The Obama administration in 2009 abandoned plans by 
the Bush White House to field a long-range ballistic missile 
defense system in the Czech Republic and Poland in favor of 
deploying one to counter intermediate and short-range threats. 

Known as the European Phased Adaptive Approach 
(EPAA) and adopted by NATO, the plans calls for gradually 
building up defenses over time, starting with a sea-based 
version and U.S. destroyers equipped with the Aegis Ballistic 
Missile Defense system. The plan is then to expand it to a 
land-based system called Aegis Ashore in Romania in 2015 
and later in Poland. 

The Bush administration's objective was a source of 
tension between Washington and Moscow that helped bring 
relations between the two countries to their lowest point since 
the end of the Cold War. President Barack Obama's position 
has done little to quell Russian opposition to missile defense 
in Europe. 
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23. Chiefs Issue Strategic Direction To Combat Sexual Assault 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 08 MAY 12) ... Jim Garamone 

WASHINGTON – Despite years of concerted effort, the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff and the commandant of the Coast Guard 
are dissatisfied with progress made in reducing sexual assault 
in the military, and have released strategic direction to 
increase the emphasis on combatting the crime. 

The chiefs released a “32-star” letter to commanders and 
leaders, titled “Strategic Direction to the Joint Force on Sexual 
Assault Prevention and Response.” In the past two years, 
service members have reported 6,350 cases of sexual assault. 

In what is mandatory reading for all commanders and 
leaders, the letter says the mission is to reduce and ultimately 
eliminate incidences of sexual assault, and establish an 

environment of mutual respect and trust, and a work place 
where the act is not tolerated. 

Sexual assault is a crime that erodes the bonds of trust 
essential for military units to succeed and puts all members of 
the military team at risk. The chiefs stressed that prevention 
and response must be emphasized in all aspects of planning, 
training and mission execution -- requiring actual leadership, 
not just a “checking-the-box” mentality. 

The chiefs have been working diligently for months on 
the strategic direction, officials said. 

“Sexual assaults endanger our own, violate our 
professional culture and core values, erode readiness and team 
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cohesion and violate the sacred trust and faith of those who 
serve and whom we serve,” the document’s introduction says. 

“As military professionals we must fully understand the 
destructive nature of these acts, lead our focused efforts to 
prevent them, and promote positive command climates and 
environments that reinforce mutual respect, trust and 
confidence,” the letter reads. 

Army Gen. Martin E. Dempsey, chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff; Navy Adm. James A. Winnefeld, the vice 
chairman; Gen. Ray Odierno, Army chief of staff; Adm. 
Jonathan W. Greenert, chief of naval operations; Gen. Norton 
A. Schwartz, Air Force chief of staff; Gen. James F. Amos, 
commandant of the Marine Corps, Air Force Gen. Craig R. 
McKinley, chief of the National Guard Bureau and Adm. 
Robert Papp Jr., commandant of the Coast Guard, signed the 
letter. 

Officials said they wrote the guidance to synchronize 
efforts to combat sexual assault. 

“Commanders and leaders must personally read, 
understand and implement this strategy, the chiefs wrote. “We 
are fully committed to supporting your efforts to put this 
strategic direction into action and operationalize [sexual 
assault prevention and response] within your commands 
across the joint force.” 

Evidence clearly shows gaps remain between the precepts 
of the Defense Department Sexual Assault Prevention and 
Response Program and full implementation at all levels of 
command. The strategic direction calls on commanders to 
close these gaps, “by exercising the full measure of their 
authorities, options and resources.” 

The direction looks to “imbue a culture and cultivate a 
climate and environment that is resilient to the risks and 
vulnerabilities associated with sexual assault,” the document 
says. 

Service members need to understand that sexual assault is 
a crime under the Uniform Code of Military Justice. Four 
distinct offenses -- rape, sexual assault, aggravated sexual 
contact and abusive sexual contact -- are contained in Article 
120. These and two other offenses -- forcible sodomy and 
attempts to commit these offenses – are sexual assault crimes 

within DOD’s Sexual Assault Prevention and Response 
program. 

Commanders need to work with military lawyers to 
understand the legal ramifications of these crimes, the chiefs 
wrote, and need to communicate them to members of their 
units. 

The letter emphasizes that prevention always is better 
than prosecution. “Commanders must train service members 
to ensure they understand, for example, that consumption of 
alcohol can impair the judgment of both parties and the 
consequences of an alcohol-related sex crime can have a 
significant and long-lasting impact on the victim, offender, 
unit cohesion and ultimately the readiness of the joint force,” 
the chiefs wrote. 

The chiefs look to instill this call to action at all levels of 
professional military education, from recruits entering the 
service to general and flag officers, officials said. 

The chiefs set out five lines of effort: prevention, 
investigation, accountability, advocacy and assessment. The 
lines of effort will be governed by overarching tenets – 
leadership, communication, culture, integration and resourcing 
– that will guide how the lines of effort will be implemented. 

Sexual assault in the military is a problem that all service 
members must face, the chiefs said. The top uniformed leaders 
have set goals for themselves, too, and spelled out their tasks 
in the strategic direction. 

The chiefs will engage commanders, leaders and service 
communities worldwide to promote the health and discipline 
of the force. They will work with the combatant commanders 
to identify additional requirements that may be needed and 
examine how to improve sexual assault prevention in forward-
deployed locations. 

Also, the chiefs will work closely with the Office of the 
Secretary of Defense to resource the Sexual Assault 
Prevention and Response Program and will establish a 
quarterly executive council “dedicated to a candid and 
enduring dialogue designed to assess the effectiveness of 
operationalizing [Sexual Assault Prevention and Response] 
into commands across the joint force.” 
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24. Military Assault Victims Find Their Voice 
(WASHINGTON POST 09 MAY 12) ... Melinda Henneberger 

Carla Butcher joined the Navy within days of 9/11, and 
soon shipped out for Malta. But during her first hours there, 
she was raped by a fellow Sailor — and she spent the 
remainder of her four years in the service battling both post-
traumatic stress disorder and a military justice system that 
seemed set up to prove she was the guilty party. 

Turns out, the man she turned in had already been 
accused by two other military women, one of whom had been 
flown home just two weeks before she arrived. And the other, 
she said, had committed suicide. 

Yet under “don’t ask, don’t tell,” Butcher couldn’t even 
refute the female defense lawyer who got up at the accused 
Sailor’s trial and described her as someone “in four-inch heels 
and tight jeans who wanted it." 

“I just had to suck it up," said Butcher, because “if I’d 
said I don’t even sleep with men — I’m a lesbian — I’m the 
one who would have been out with a dishonorable." In the 

end, the argument that the sex had been consensual was 
believed, and the accused went free yet again, just as he’d 
predicted he would, while Butcher’s military career was over 
before it started. 

All wrong, right? 
And worse, a hotel ballroom in Washington on Tuesday 

was packed with women like Butcher, who at 35 is back in 
college and married to a female minister. Women, that is, of 
every race, age, background and physical description with two 
things in common: All 250 of those brought together by the 
Service Women’s Action Network (SWAN) served our 
country in uniform. 

All, too, had reported being violated in the process — not 
by the enemy, mind you, but by fellow Sailors or soldiers, 
Americans with whom they were supposed to be fighting the 
bad guys. 
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The scale of the problem is a disgrace. The Pentagon 
estimates that there were 19,000 sexual assaults in our military 
last year, though only 3,192 of them were officially reported. 
In a typical year, fewer than 500 cases ever go to trial, and 
fewer than half of those result in convictions. What’s more, a 
third of those who are convicted, says SWAN’s policy 
director, Greg Jacob, are allowed to stay on in the service. 

The first time 25-year-old Joanna Wood, of San Angelo, 
Tex., reported being raped — also during her first day on her 
ship, in Norfolk, five years ago — her female superior told her 
she should confide in a chaplain, because there was nothing 
she knew to do. Two years later, a co-worker and former 
boyfriend of Wood’s, who’d been stalking her, re-created the 
original attack, which she’d told him about in detail. But that 
case, too, was dropped, she said, “and I was diagnosed with an 
anxiety disorder and kicked out" of the Navy in 2010 and 
briefly became homeless. 

A few men sexually assaulted in the service were at the 
SWAN event, too, including David Mair, an Air Force vet 
from Redding, Calif., who was raped in Japan way back in 
1962 — and never told anyone until two years ago. 

Even then, it took him a while to get in for treatment at 
the Veterans Administration, he said, though “I literally had a 
gun to my head." The first doctor to whom he was referred 
announced that he didn’t believe in PTSD, and it was six 
months before Mair finally saw a therapist. 

Why did he fly across the country to discuss an attack that 
happened 40 years ago? Because he can now, he said, though 
his wife hopes her family doesn’t ever find out, and some 
friends have tiptoed out of his life since he let them know. 

Telling the truth about events a lifetime ago and a world 
away is a relief that those of us who haven’t lived through all 
that he has might not appreciate. 

Just telling these horror stories was a big step forward for 
many in the room. And in recent months, Congress and the 
Defense Department have finally begun to address what the 
military itself now acknowledges is a serious problem. 

Sen. Amy Klobuchar (D-Minn.), who spoke at the 
summit, told the crowd that “the idea that an American in 

uniform who is out there on the front lines serving our country 
may also suffer the physical and emotional trauma of sexual 
assault is simply unacceptable, and they shouldn’t have to 
fight to receive care or pursue justice” on top of it. 

Klobuchar got every one of the 17 female senators to sign 
on to a bill to require every branch of the service to start 
keeping records of such cases for 50 years. Reports had 
previously been tossed after between one and five years, 
seriously compromising cases against repeat offenders and 
making it harder for victims to get medical treatment years 
later for events there was often no record of. 

That legislation was part of the defense reauthorization 
that President Obama signed into law in December. 

“Given the increasing number of women coming in" to 
the military “they have to deal with it," Klobuchar told me in 
the hallway after she spoke. And they have to start catching up 
to changes civilian courts made decades ago. 

The Defense Department does seem to be scrambling to 
do that. “We are taking this seriously," said spokeswoman 
Cynthia Smith, establishing a special victims unit in every 
service branch, improving training for prosecutors and 
investigators, and making it easier for victims to get 
transferred away from the accused. 

Just today, a letter went out to every service member 
emphasizing that the military is on the case now. 

Yet they still have a painfully long way to go. Justice 
remains “nearly impossible” to come by, says Anu Bhagwait, 
executive director of SWAN, because of the likelihood of 
retaliation within the chain of command. “There’s still no 
deterrent to sexual assault in the military," and no access to the 
kind of civil remedies that civilian victims can pursue, because 
service members can’t sue for damages. 

Mair, who was attacked in Japan all those years ago, said 
what he wants to tell every single young recruit is “to be 
aware and to be cautious. I wouldn’t want them to be afraid to 
make friends," he said. “But there are predators” among the 
good guys, “and you have to know how they operate.” 
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25. Study: Most Troops Don’t Seek Military Help With PTSD 
Many soldiers ignore symptoms 
(WASHINGTON TIMES 08 MAY 12) ... Kristina Wong 

More than 60 percent of troops who believe they have 
post-traumatic stress disorder are not seeking treatment 
through the military, according to spouses surveyed in a report 
due for release Wednesday. 

The nonprofit Blue Star Families found that only 35 
percent of service members displaying symptoms of PTSD 
sought military medical treatment. Others sought civilian 
treatment or ignored their symptoms. 

The group provided The Washington Times with a copy 
of the report Tuesday. 

In the survey, military spouses said their husbands or 
wives offered different reasons for not seeking military 
treatment for PTSD or brain injuries. 

“Command didn’t think he needed it and didn’t make 
time available for help,” one spouse said. 

One wife added, “My husband did not want to be labeled 
or somehow ‘excused’ from the military after 16 years of 
service with no retirement.” 

Vivian Greentree, director of research and policy for Blue 
Star Families, said the results point to a persistent stigma 
within the military. 

“We have a lot more work to do regarding the stigma of 
seeking help, and that’s something that has to come from 
every level of leadership,” said Ms. Greentree, who is a 
military spouse, mother and Navy veteran. 

One military wife, Brannan Pedersen Vines, said she saw 
obvious personality changes in her husband after deployments 
in Iraq in 2003 and 2005, but he rarely talked about his 
condition. He was finally diagnosed with PTSD. 

“There’s a certain pride there, that, ‘I should be able to do 
my job without having those issues,’ ” said Mrs. Vines, the 
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founder and CEO of the nonprofit Family of a Vet, dedicated 
to helping veterans with PTSD and brain injuries. 

The report also said multiple deployments have led to 
significant emotional, behavioral, social and psychological 
problems with military children. The report cited a RAND 
study that said military children with a deployed parent 
showed a 19 percent increase in behavioral disorders. 

“Kids have grown up with moms and dads that have 
missed half of their lives,” said Mrs. Vines, whose child was 
born during her husband’s second deployment. 

Only 50 percent of spouses felt they had the resources to 
deal with the impact of deployments on their children, the 
report said. A separate report published earlier this year by the 
Army showed a 62 percent increase from 2008 to 2011 in 
military child abuse cases reported. 

The Research Triangle Institute’s Deborah A. Gibbs, who 
has conducted Army-funded studies for several years on 
military child abuse, said her research shows that neglect or 
physical, emotional and sexual assaults are three times more 
likely when a parent is deployed. 

“Deployment is an extraordinary stress on families,” Ms. 
Gibbs said. “Most families do remarkably well. Some 
families, especially those that may have been fragile to start 
with, may have some serious difficulties.” 

She said a typical situation might involve husbands or 
wives who suddenly find themselves as single parents, 
overwhelmed, depressed and responsible for all household 
duties while worrying about a deployed spouse. 

“It could mean anything from not tending to the basic 
needs of the child - feeding, changing diapers, leaving an older 
child unsupervised,” she said. “It may be she just can’t get out 
of bed in the morning. Her nerves are frayed and she loses her 
temper. 

“They’re not horrible people. They’re parents that are just 
pushed beyond their resources for the most part.” 

According to the report, the top worry among military 
families is pay and benefits. 

Earlier this year, in response to budget cuts, the Defense 
Department proposed changes in salaries and health and 
retirement benefits that would slow pay raises over time and 
either impose or increase health care insurance fees. 
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26. Know The Dangers Of Predatory Lenders 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 08 MAY 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Andrea Perez, Navy Personnel Command Public 
Affairs 

MILLINGTON, Tenn. -- With the high cost of the 
summer vacation season right around the corner, Consumer 
Financial Protection Bureau (CFPB) leaders remind Sailors to 
be wary of predatory lending practices. 

According to Holly Petraeus, assistant director of the 
CFPB Office of Service Member Affairs, the number of 
service members affected by predatory lending acts is hard to 
measure. 

"It can be embarrassing to go and tell somebody that you 
got ripped off," said Petraeus. "It's so common for Sailors to 
walk into [a financial counselor] with significant financial 
problems that unfortunately have gotten really severe by the 
time they walk in and ask to see a counselor." 

Predatory loans are usually small, short-term 
arrangements designed to bridge cash-strapped borrowers until 
their next paycheck. However, they are expensive, high-
interest loans that often cost $10 to $44 dollars per week per 
$100 dollars borrowed, plus fees. If a loan is not paid at the 
original payment due date and rolled-over multiple times, it 
can lead to a situation where most Sailors cannot pay off the 
loan. 

Financial difficulties can threaten a service member's 
security clearance and career. Petraeus said addressing 
financial issues openly can work to a Sailor's advantage. 

Petraeus recently met with Mid-South and Navy 
Personnel Command (NPC) leadership and spoke to Sailors 
about how to make informed consumer decisions. 

She discussed the Military Lending Act, which provides 
some protection for active-duty service members, active 

National Guard or Reserve personnel, and their dependents 
against the type of predatory loans that are commonly found 
outside the gates of bases. 

Petraeus said service members may appeal to predatory 
lenders because they have a guaranteed source of income. 

"The Military Lending Act caps payday loans, auto title 
loans, and tax refund anticipation loans to military on active 
duty and their dependents at an annual rate of 36 percent," said 
Petraeus. "That sounds high, I know, but the average payday 
loan is actually about 390 percent." 

The Military Lending Act defines payday loans as loans 
of closed-end credit, 91 days or less, and less than $2,000 
dollars. It defines auto title loans as loans of closed-end credit 
that are 181 days or less. 

"The problem...is that some folks have just changed the 
definition of their product enough to get outside of that law," 
said Petraeus. "So you'll see some sites online advertising that 
type of loan that will say right on there, 'we're not subject to 
the Military Lending Act because our loan is for more than 90 
days.'" 

Sailors experiencing financial challenges should notify 
their chain of command and work with their command 
financial specialist (CFS) to develop a budget and explore 
additional options such as military relief societies, eligibility 
for interest rate reductions and other relief. 

For more information, visit the CFPB web site, 
http://www.consumerfinance.gov, or your CFS or local Fleet 
and Family Support Center. 
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27. Plan: Mail-Order Drugs Under Tricare For Life 
(NAVY TIMES 08 MAY 12) ... Rick Maze 

A House Armed Services Committee proposal to cap 
pharmacy co-pays for active-duty dependents, retirees and 

their families has a string attached for Medicare-eligible 
retirees in the Tricare for Life program. 
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To raise the $1 billion needed to make up the lost revenue 
under the proposed co-pay cap, the committee proposes a five-
year pilot program in which Tricare for Life beneficiaries 
would be required to use the mail-order pharmacy to fill 
prescriptions for maintenance drugs instead of retail 
pharmacies. 

The proposal, included in draft legislation to be taken up 
Wednesday by the committee, raises the money needed to 
offset the cost of limiting future increases in drug co-pays to 
the percentage increase in the cost-of-living adjustment in 
retired pay — the same limitation the committee applied last 
year to increases in Tricare health insurance fees. 

There are exemptions allowing some Tricare for Life 
retirees to avoid using the mail-order pharmacy, under terms 
of the proposal that will be offered by Rep. Buck McKeon, R-
Calif., the armed services committee chairman, as part of a 
package of amendments to the 2013 defense authorization bill: 

• The Defense Department could decide that some 
drugs for acute care are exempt. 

• On a case-by-case basis, the requirement could be 
waived if someone can make a strong case for 
needing to use a retail pharmacy. 

• Everyone who uses mail order for a minimum of one 
year would be allowed to drop out and resume using 
retail pharmacies. 

McKeon’s modified plan for pharmacy co-pays would 
raise co-pays for both retail and mail order drugs on Oct. 1 and 

then, beginning on Oct. 1, 2013, would limit co-pay hikes to 
the annual retirement pay COLA. 

The mandatory mail-order pilot program would expire on 
Dec. 31, 2017. McKeon’s plan would set retail fees at $5 for 
generic, $17 for brand-name and $44 for non-formulary 
medications. This would be no change in the fee for generics, 
but a $5 increase for brand-name drugs and a $19 increase for 
non-formulary drugs, those not on the military’s approved list. 

For mail-order pharmacies, McKeon would keep the 
current policy of no co-pays for generic drugs but would set 
the fee at $13 for brand-name drugs, a $4 increase over the 
current rate, and at $43 for non-formulary drugs, an $18 hike. 

The Defense Department had been pushing a five-year 
plan that would have raised the co-pay for brand-name 
prescriptions to $26 in October for both retail and mail-order 
prescriptions, blocked most non-formulary prescriptions from 
being filled at retail pharmacies, and raised the mail-order co-
pay to $51 for non-formulary drugs. 

Neither the Defense Department nor the House committee 
has proposed adding a fee for the no-cost prescriptions 
obtained directly from military treatment facility pharmacies 
on installations. 

The Senate Armed Services Committee has not 
announced its plans for the pharmacy co-pays. It will begin 
writing its version of the 2013 defense authorization bill in 
late May. 
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28. USS The Sullivans' Armstrong Is 10th Commanding Officer Fired This Year 
(STARS AND STRIPES 08 MAY 12) ... Sandra Jontz 

NAPLES, Italy – The Navy fired its 10th commanding 
officer of the calendar year Tuesday. 

Vice Adm. Frank Pandolfe relieved Cmdr. Derick 
Armstrong, commanding officer of the guided missile 
destroyer USS The Sullivans, "as result of an unprofessional 
command climate that was contrary to good order and 
discipline," according to a Navy news release. 

Armstrong took command of The Sullivans on Nov. 7, 
and has been administratively reassigned to the staff of 
Destroyer Squadron 14, the released stated. 

Capt. John Esposito, now the deputy commander of 
Destroyer Squadron 60, temporarily has assumed command of 
The Sullivans until a permanent replacement is assigned. 

The Sullivans is nearing the end of a regularly scheduled 
deployment in the 6th Fleet area of operations, and the 
removal of the commanding officer "will not affect the ship's 
ability to conduct the current mission or return to its 

homeport" of Mayport, Fla., as scheduled, Navy spokesman 
Lt. Cmdr. Marc Boyd said. He declined to provide details of 
what led Navy leaders to determine The Sullivans crew 
worked in an unprofessional command climate under 
Armstrong's command. 

Navy officials already had removed Armstrong's 
biographical information and photograph from the ship's 
official website by the time the news was publically released. 

Last year, 23 commanding officers were relieved of their 
duties for varying levels of inappropriate conduct. 

Last week, the Navy relieved Cmdr. Dennis Klein of 
command of the submarine USS Columbia because of a loss 
in confidence in his ability to serve effectively, a Navy official 
said. His termination was not related to misconduct, however; 
it was for inadequate performance in administration and 
operations leaders observed over an extended period of time, 
the official said. 
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29. Sailor Gets Life Sentence For Rape Guilty Plea 
(STARS AND STRIPES 09 MAY 12) ... Erik Slavin 

YOKOSUKA NAVAL BASE, Japan — A Guam-based 
Sailor pleaded guilty Monday to 20 counts of first-degree 
criminal sexual conduct in Guam Superior Court after 
admitting to repeatedly raping a 10-year-old girl. 

Petty Officer 1st Class Bradford Laurence Lung, 30, was 
sentenced to life in prison, although he will be eligible for 
parole after 15 years, according to a pretrial plea agreement. 

Lung forced the child into sex on a monthly basis from 
September 2010 through March 2012, according to the plea 
agreement. The child was 8 when Lung first began raping her, 
according to court records. 

“We believe we reached a very good resolution to this 
very unfortunate case,” Assistant Attorney General Elizabeth 
Vasiliades, who prosecuted the case, said in a statement 
Wednesday. “As a result of the collaboration between the 



 25

Guam Police Department and [Naval Criminal Investigative 
Service], we were able to spare the victim the further trauma 
of a trial.” 

The military still plans to prosecute Lung on charges 
originating outside of Guam, according to a Guam Pacific 
Daily News report of the trial. 

Lung, a machinist’s mate formerly attached to the 
submarine tender USS Frank Cable, left Guam in Navy 
custody Wednesday morning. He will be transferred to the 
Navy brig in Miramar, Calif., said Navy spokesman Lt. Matt 
Knight on Wednesday. 

“He has been placed in pretrial confinement pending a 
potential Article 32 investigation into possible violations of 

Article 120 of the Uniform Code of Military Justice,” Knight 
said. 

Article 120 includes rape, sexual assault and similar 
offenses. 

Lung arrived on Guam in March 2009. Along with his 
wife and another person, he coached a youth soccer team. A 
Morale, Welfare and Recreation review of Lung’s activities 
concluded that Lung was never the only adult supervising the 
children while coaching, Knight said. 

After Lung’s arrest, the base commander sent a letter to 
each parent with a child on the team, along with a list of 
optional counseling resources. 
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FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
30. F-35 Boss: We’re Getting It Right, Just Give Us Time 
(DOD BUZZ 08 MAY 12) ... Philip Ewing 

There’s nothing wrong with the F-35 Lightning II that old 
fashioned engineering can’t fix, its program boss told Senate 
lawmakers on Tuesday — the only question is how long it’ll 
take. 

In a genial session with three members of the Senate 
Armed Services Committee’s air-land panel, Vice Adm. David 
Venlet said “technical and cost issues certainly exist” with 
Lockheed Martin’s jet of tomorrow, the largest defense 
program in history. 

They include the pilot’s helmet continuing to fall short of 
spec; problems with the tailhook on the Navy’s C version; 
electronic warfare “antenna quality;” and “buffet loads in 
flight,” Venlet said. 

But — “Every issue we have in view today is very much 
in the category of normal development for fighters — tactical 
aircraft. Good old fashioned engineering is going to take care 
of every one of those and we will work on those hard enough 
that they’re deemed good enough by the fleet.” 

See? Nothing to worry about. So when can the Air Force, 
Marine Corps and Navy expect their As, Bs and Cs to reach 
initial operational capability? 

Still no word on that. 
Venlet said he’s heard from the services that they were 

pleased with the year the program had in 2011 — which 
included the B’s debut at sea and other milestones — but even 
they, by his own account, are holding out to see whether 
Lockheed and the Joint Program Office can keep it up. 

“They would say ‘Dave, we’d like you to be more than a 
one-year onder — string a couple of years of performance 
together and we’ll declare IOC.’” 

No rush! In the meantime, the Air Force is just going to 
go ahead and extend the lives of 300 of its F-16s; the Navy 
will extend the lives of 150 of its F/A-18 Hornets; and the 
Marines are going to plan to keep flying their AV-8B Harriers 
until 2030. Australia, a charter member of Club F-35, may 
delay its purchase by another two years, even as the U.K. and 
Canada keep up their Hamlet routines about what kind of jets 
they want or even whether they want them. But the Fellowship 
is basically solid and new members could even be around the 
corner — Venlet said program officials are getting ready to 
play in South Korea’s pending fighter competition. 

Lockheed officials jumped in ahead of Venlet’s optimistic 
assessment with another announcement Tuesday detailing the 
F-35’s progress so far this year. The F-35 fleet is flying up a 
storm, said spokeswoman Laurie Quincy: Air Force As have 
flown 164 times. The Marines’ Bs aircraft have completed 122 
flights, 114 of which began with a short takeoff, and Bs have 
conducted 49 vertical landings. (The B can land 
conventionally or vertically.) Navy Cs have flown 87 times. 

“[T]he … fleet surpassed the 15,000 total test point 
threshold, completing approximately 25 percent of the 
program’s entire requirement of more than 59,000 test points,” 
Quincy said. “Overall the F-35 test program remains ahead of 
the 2012 flight test plan, which calls for the accumulation of 
1,001 test flights and 7,873 baseline test points as well as 
additional points beyond the original plan.” 

Plus the jets have demonstrated their speed, agility, and 
ability to carry some payloads, though they haven’t released 
any live weapons yet. 

Still, there were many cracks in Tuesday’s happy facade. 
Venlet acknowledged that the F-35’s software — both for the 
jet itself and the offboard system that will help manage its 
logistics — remains a big challenge. (“You can’t ever take 
your eye off the software,” he said.) He said the Air Force’s 
Aeronautical Systems Center and Naval Air Systems 
Command both would be playing a bigger role in helping 
wrestle that down, the latest admission that service systems 
expertise has been lacking from the joint program. 

And another witness, Vice Adm. Walter Skinner, a senior 
Navy Department weapons-buyer, said there’s still of lot of 
work ahead figuring out what’s wrong with the C’s tailhook. 
Although Venlet has said before that the hook problem was 
just one of those things you discover when you’re developing 
an airplane, engineers don’t quite know what they’re in for, 
Skinner said. 

“The hook not engaging has happened to other aircraft 
besides the F-35,” he said. “We’ve gone through initial fault 
trees for that occurance, we’re still in analysis, we’ll have a 
preliminary design review at end of next month, at which time 
we’ll be able to ascertain the scope of the fix, the cost, and if 
there will be a schedule penalty associated with 
implementation.” 
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So there are still many hurdles, but the bottom line, said 
Venlet, is that the F-35 has until fiscal year 2016 to continue 
with its tests. “If it all stays within the family of normal fighter 
development,” he said, “we have ability to stay on schedule 
and on cost.” 

If it doesn’t, DoD may delay buying more airplanes to 
punish Lockheed, but the overall program will continue as it 
always has. 
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31. Lockheed’s Next F-35 Tied To Testing Progress, U.S. Says 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 08 MAY 12) ... Tony Capaccio 

The next contracts for Lockheed Martin Corp.’s F-35 jet, 
the U.S.’s costliest weapons program, will be tied more 
closely than previous ones to testing, assembly and software 
progress, the Pentagon’s program manager for the fighter said 
today. 

Six of the 31 aircraft in the next round won’t be awarded 
until Lockheed Martin, the world’s biggest defense contractor, 
meets at least five criteria, including successful review this 
year of the latest software release, Vice Admiral David Venlet 
told the Senate Armed Services Committee’s airpower panel, 
according to a prepared statement. 

The steps are the latest efforts to control costs for the 
$395.7 billion acquisition program. The first four contracts for 
63 jets are exceeding their combined target cost by $1 billion, 
according to congressional auditors. 

“The development program is taking longer and costing 
more to overcome technical issues,” Venlet said in prepared 
testimony. “The strategy continues the department’s rigorous 
management control.” 

“It is important that Lockheed Martin dependably perform 
and establish confidence that the F-35 is a stable and capable 
platform,” Venlet said. 

70% Increase 
The F-35’s total acquisition cost has increased 70 percent, 

to $395.7 billion last month from $233 billion in late 2001 
when the development phase began. The costs are calculated 
in comparable, inflation-adjusted “then-year dollars.” 

The program’s projected “life cycle cost” -- including 
development since 1994, production of 2,443 jets and 55 years 
of support -- increased to $1.51 trillion from $1.38 trillion in 
2010, Pentagon officials told reporters March 30. 

The new approach “buys quantities based upon 
development and test progress,” Venlet told the panel in his 
statement. 

“This strategy provides a means to have control -- a dial -- 
on production that is informed by demonstrated performance 
against the 2012 plan,” Venlet said. 

It also seeks a reduction in the “concurrency,” or overlap 
between production and testing, that has forced retrofits when 
problems cropped up, he said. 

Venlet said Bethesda, Maryland-based Lockheed Martin 
has agreed to the plan, which takes effect with the contract 
signed for this fiscal year’s 31 aircraft and as many as 29 
proposed for fiscal 2013. 

The House committee that authorizes military spending 
and the defense appropriations subcommittee this week 
approved the 29. The Senate hasn’t made final its version of 
the bill. 

Passing Criteria 
To receive funding for six of the 31 aircraft, Lockheed 

Martin will need to meet at least five criteria, Venlet said. 
Among them are a successful review for Block 3 

software, the most advanced; progress at improving the speed 
at which retrofits are made to assembled aircraft after testing 
deficiencies are uncovered; and progress in meeting 2012 
flight test and durability test goals. 

Lockheed Martin said today the F-35 completed 123 test 
flights in March totaling 223 flight hours -- a monthly record 
in the 11-year-old system development phase. 

Venlet said the aircraft’s overall basic designs “are sound 
and will deliver.” 

Software development, “coupled with flight-test 
execution, will remain the major focus,” Venlet said. “I have 
observed past and current performance by industry on 
software that gives me concern about the ability to deliver full 
capability within the current schedule,” he said. 

Venlet said the program’s parallel development and 
production have resulted in aircraft retrofits that “are very real 
and affect schedule and cost in hardware, software, test and 
production.” 

The overlap will decline as the program approaches the 
end of development in 2016, he said. 
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32. Fixes For F-35 Helmet In The Works 
(DEFENSE NEWS 08 MAY 12) ... Marcus Weisgerber 

The head of the F-35 Joint Strike Fighter program touted 
a fix for the jet’s troubled, high-tech helmet, which officials 
hope will solve jitter picture and lag time issues. 

A “micro-inertial measurement unit” is expected to fix the 
jitter, while “signal processing changes in the software and the 
architecture” could fix the lag, Vice Adm. David Venlet, the 
F-35 program manager said after testifying at a May 8 U.S. 
Senate hearing. 

“What I am focused on is seeing he demonstration of 
those fixes working and being effective,” Venlet said. “That 

will be paced out through the remainder of this year and into 
2013.” 

Program officials also plan to improve a camera installed 
on the helmet which they believe will fix “the acuity and night 
vision,” he said. 

The fixes will be eventually demonstrated through a flight 
test or in a laboratory environment, Venlet said. The program 
has funding to work on the fixes to the primary helmet, made 
by Vision Systems International, as well as a back-up helmet 
system. 
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In 2011, Lockheed Martin, the F-35 prime contractor, 
selected an alternated helmet made by BAE Systems. 

“I’m not going to let go of that alternate until I’ve got 
demonstrated performance of the one I really want,” Venlet 
said. 
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33. New ONR Program Aims To Develop Solid-State Laser Weapons For Ships 
(DEFENSE DAILY 09 MAY 12) 

The Office of Naval Research (ONR) wants to develop a 
solid-state laser weapon prototype that will demonstrate multi-
mission capabilities aboard a Navy ship to help Sailors defeat 
small boat threats and aerial weapons without using bullets, 
according to an ONR statement. 

ONR will host an industry day May 16 to provide the 
research and development community with information about 
the program and a Broad Agency Announcement will be 
released thereafter to solicit proposals and bids, according to a 
statement. 

"We believe it's time to move forward with solid-state 
lasers and shift the focus from limited demonstrations to 
weapon prototype development and related technology 

advancement," Peter Morrison, program officer of the Solid-
State Laser Technology Maturation (SSL-TM) program, said 
in a statement. 

The Navy has a history of advancing directed energy to 
yield kilowatt-scale lasers capable of being employed as 
weapons. The Maritime Laser Demonstration developed a 
proof-of-concept technology that was tested at sea aboard a 
decommissioned Navy ship, according to a statement. The 
demonstrator was able to disable a small boat target, according 
to a statement. Another program, the Laser Weapon System, 
demonstrated a similar ability to shoot down four small 
unmanned test aircraft, the statement added. 
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34. ONR Researcher Tapped For Role In National Materials Genome Initiative 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 08 MAY 12) ... Grace Jean, Office of Naval Research Public Affairs 

ARLINGTON, Va. -- The White House Office of Science 
and Technology Policy (OSTP) has selected an Office of 
Naval Research (ONR) director to serve as co-deputy chair of 
an interagency subcommittee tasked with speeding the 
advancement of new materials, officials announced May 8. 

Dr. Julie Christodoulou, division director of naval 
materials in ONR's Sea Warfare and Weapons department, 
became one of three co-deputy chairs of the National Science 
and Technology Council's Subcommittee for the Materials 
Genome Initiative. The subcommittee is supporting the 
Materials Genome Initiative for Global Competitiveness 
(MGI), part of President Barack Obama's plan to accelerate 
the standard decades-long process to discover, mature and 
manufacture new materials. 

Just as the Human Genome Project rejuvenated and 
spurred the growth of biological sciences by decoding the 
fundamental building blocks of human genetics, MGI is a 
national effort to build a materials innovation infrastructure 
that will accelerate the discovery and incorporation of 
materials in half the time, and at a reduced cost, of traditional 
approaches. 

It took nearly 40 years for lithium-ion batteries to go from 
material discovery and development to mass market 
consumption. With investment in the MGI, officials aim to 

gain efficiency in the scientific discovery process and 
accelerate commercial adaptation. Scientists supporting the 
initiative will advance computational tools that encourage 
collaboration throughout the development, certification, 
implementation and manufacturing processes of new 
materials, which will also shorten the transition time into 
commercial products. 

"The purpose is to advance our experimental and 
computational tools, and to establish data-sharing protocols 
and ways of working together," said Christodoulou. "That's 
what all of this is about - trying to seed that infrastructure so 
that people have a way to work in this collaborative 
environment, which we believe is really going to make a 
difference in the world of materials science." 

Christodoulou will help oversee the effort with her co-
deputy chairs, Dr. Charles Ward of the Air Force Research 
Laboratory and Dr. Ian Robertson of the National Science 
Foundation (NSF). Dr. Cyrus Wadia, who is OSTP's assistant 
director for clean energy and materials research and 
development, is the subcommittee chairman. 

Federal agencies participating in the initiative include the 
departments of energy, commerce and defense; the National 
Institute of Standards and Technology; NSF, and NASA. 

Return to Index 
 
 

BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
35. Admiral On Deck 
Rear admiral promotes Navy in the 'Boro 
(MURFREESBORO DAILY NEWS JOURNAL 08 MAY 12) ... Doug Davis 

MURFREESBORO — Rear Adm. Donald R. Gintzig’s 
father was influential in his decision to join the Navy. But it 
also helped that Gintzig lived in a big Navy area, Jacksonville, 
Fla., when he enlisted. 

My dad fought in World War II (in the Army infantry) 
and trenched his way across Europe. He had long told me it’s 
an obligation and an honor to serve your country,” said 
Gintzig. “But, he said if you have to consider something, 
consider the Navy.” 
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Gintzig, who owns a home in Murfreesboro, was in, 
Middle Tennessee Tuesday as part of Navy Week 2012. 

“This year, one of the cities observing Navy Week is 
Nashville,” Gintzig said. “Since Murfreesboro is very close to 
me as well as Nashville, we are holding a number of events in 
Murfreesboro as well.” 

Gintzig earned his bachelor’s and master’s degrees in 
Business Administration from George Washington University 
in 1979 and 1981, and completed a post-master’s degree in 
Health Care Administration with George Washington 
University. He was commissioned as a lieutenant junior grade 
in the Medical Service Corps in Jacksonville in 1983. 

Tuesday morning he received a proclamation from 
Murfreesboro Mayor Tommy Bragg, declaring, on behalf of 
the entire City Council, May 7-13 U.S. Navy Week. 

“I urge all citizens in Murfreesboro to observe this very 
special week to explain all the service does to protect our 
citizens, especially those who do not have a significant U.S. 
Navy presence in their communities,” the proclamation states. 

“U.S. Navy Week is a time for the public to meet Sailors 
and consider the importance of the U.S. Navy, both their 
history and current needs toward national security,” Bragg told 
The DNJ. 

Gintzig served as president and chief executive officer for 
Middle Tennessee Medical Center for approximately three 
years and became a flag officer (an admiral). 

“I was brought on active duty to support the Navy’s 
efforts in the Gulf of Mexico when Katrina, Wilma and Rita 
(hurricanes) hit various parts of that area,” Gintzig said. “The 
Navy went down to help its Sailors and Marines and their 
families in that area.” 

In October 2010, he was promoted to the upper half of the 
rear admiral rank with the Navy. 

“I was fortunate to serve in my career with Navy 
medicine with Sailors around the world aboard ship or in 
hospitals,” Gintzig said 

He also administratively worked to provide Navy 
medicine for the Marine Corps. 

Gintzig will be retiring in October 2013. 
“I will be going back within the next six months to being 

a drilling reservist to the end of this fiscal year,” he said. 
As he moves toward retirement, Gintzig said he has no 

regrets. 
“I have had a marvelous career and have had a chance to 

work with some of the finest individuals I have ever known in 
the Navy and Marine Corps team,” Gintzig said. “I have also 
had the pleasure of working with the Army and the Air Force 
in a number of operations as well, and I can unequivocally 
state they are exceptional operations as well.” 

The Navy Bureau of Medicine and Surgery is made up 
over 63,000 individuals serving worldwide in Navy Medicine 
facilities and aboard ships. 

When asked what has given him the most satisfaction, he 
said, “Watching the improvement in the level of care we are 
able to deliver around the world to our wounded soldiers, 
Sailors, airmen and Marines.” 

Mayor Bragg also declared Tuesday as Rear Adm. 
Donald R. Gintzig Day in the city. 

“He is just an exceptional achiever and certainly 
Murfreesboro should be very proud of this and his service to 
our country,” Bragg said. 
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36. Philly Inc: At The Navy Yard's Network Operations Center 
(PHILADELPHIA INQUIRER 08 MAY 12) ... Mike Armstrong 

Computer technology has trumped all the mental pictures 
I have of what a "control room" should look like. 

On Monday, I visited the Navy Yard's new Network 
Operations Center (NOC) to see what's expected to be a 
showcase for how "smart grid" technologies will perform at 
the growing urban office and industrial park. 

But instead of a wall-size map of the Navy Yard or a long 
control board with switches and blinking lights, the room on 
the first floor of Building 101 looked like the classroom it 
was, albeit with some funky strings of LED lighting. 

First impressions can be deceiving, because not only are 
Penn State, Drexel and University of Pennsylvania students 
going to be learning about green-power technologies in that 
room, but Viridity Energy Inc. also will use it as a fully 
functioning backup to its Center City operations. 

One day, those involved with creating the $160,000 
network operations center said, it would be possible to 
monitor what they call the "energy ecosystem" of the Navy 
Yard, which runs its own unregulated power grid. 

That day was not Monday. But William J. Agate Jr., vice 
president of Navy Yard management and development, called 
the opening of the NOC an important step in a multiyear 
process of smartening up the grid the Navy built to 
demonstrate on a small, real-world scale what might be 
possible in large, regional power grids. 

The new center uses software developed by Viridity 
Energy, a small company that has developed tools to help 
large commercial power users optimize their energy 
consumption. 

Viridity founder and CEO Audrey Zibelman, once the No. 
2 executive at power-grid operator PJM Interconnection, sees 
much opportunity in not only reducing energy demand, but 
also turning passive power consumers into active ones -- using 
technology to buy power when prices are low and sell it back 
to the grid when prices are high. 

Sounds simple, but clearly it's not, since the distribution 
model of the power industry is the equivalent of the one-way 
street. 

Zibelman, whose company has raised $24 million in 
venture capital and now employs 65 people, said she wants to 
see Philadelphia become a leader in energy efficiency. Key to 
that happening, she said, is attracting students who will be the 
"future operators of the power grid." 

Since what is now being called the Energy Efficient 
Buildings (EEB) Hub obtained $130 million in federal funding 
in August 2010, it has been hard to see how this very 
collaborative effort among government, higher education, and 
private industry would become the economic engine that has 
been promised. 

I can see the potential in a company such as Viridity, 
which has come far in little more than four years and is 
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involved in programs such as storing the energy created by 
SEPTA train brakes and sending the power back to the grid. 

And growth is clearly evident at the 1,000-acre Navy 
Yard, where employment has grown from 2,000 people when 
the site was turned over to the City of Philadelphia to more 
than 8,500 now at 115 companies. 

Its new NOC would seem to be just another small step in 
a very slow process, akin to a Wall Street trading desk in a 
business school. College students should benefit from the 
integration of economics, business and engineering. But the 
benefits to the regional economy still seem to be years away. 
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37. USS Iowa Reopens For Final Weekend Of Richmond Tours 
(CONTRA COSTA (CA) TIMES 08 MAY 12) ... Chris Treadway 

Battleship opens this weekend in Richmond. Not the 
movie based on an old board game, but the real deal -- the 
USS Iowa. 

The World War II battleship, docked since October at the 
Port of Richmond for interim repairs, will reopen by popular 
demand for two final days of tours this weekend. 

Hours to see the 45,000-ton ship are 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Saturday and Sunday at its berth at the port, 1411 Harbour 
Way South in Richmond. Admission is $10 adults, $5 youths, 
with admission and donation proceeds going to the Iowa's 
restoration. 

The historic ship has been a weekend attraction on the 
city's waterfront for months, said David Oates, spokesman for 
the nonprofit Pacific Battleship Center . 

"The response has been significant," Oates said. "We've 
had upwards of 3,000 to 4,000 people visit the ship some 
weekends. It certainly exceeded our expectations." 

An added attraction at 11 a.m. on Sunday will be the 
landing of a restored Vietnam-era Huey helicopter on the deck 
of the ship. 

"We'll be on the fan tail for three or four hours depending 
on the weather and the turnout," said Wayne Terry, public 
relations director of Huey Vets-EMU (experimental military 
unit) Inc. 

The landing has been in the planning for weeks but had to 
wait for the official transfer of the ship by the U.S. Navy to the 
Pacific Battleship Center, which finally happened on April 30. 

The transfer set the stage for the Iowa's departure next 
week for its permanent home at the Port of Los Angeles, 
where it will become an interactive naval museum. Plans call 
for the museum to open in July. 

"Goodbye USS Iowa," a special event to view the ship as 
it is towed out of the Port of Richmond and under the Golden 
Gate Bridge, is being offered at 9 a.m. May 20 on board the 
SS Red Oak Victory, 1337 Canal Blvd. 

Visitors are advised to bring a camera and binoculars to 
the viewing. The boarding fee to the Red Oak that day is $10, 
which includes a continental breakfast of coffee, mimosas, 
scones, bagels with cream cheese, and fruits. 
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38. NNOA Awards Scholarships To Hampton Roads Students 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 08 MAY 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist Seaman Karen Blankenship,Navy Public Affairs Support 
Element-East 

NORFOLK -- The National Naval Officers Association 
(NNOA) Tidewater Chapter awarded $25,500 in scholarships 
to seven graduating high school students in the Hampton 
Roads area of Virginia, May 5. 

Three students received the Vice Admiral Gravely 
Scholarship, named after the first black naval officer to rise to 
the rank of vice admiral. The NNOA also awarded 
scholarships to four students who plan to pursue 
undergraduate degrees in Science, Technology, Engineering 
and Mathematics (STEM). 

"Tonight is about education and, throughout my life, I've 
always passionately believed education is the cornerstone to 
success," said keynote speaker Vice Adm. Carol M. Pottenger, 
deputy chief of staff for Capability Development NATO 
Headquarters, Supreme Allied Commander Transformation. 

The NNOA, which began in 1970, awarded its first Naval 
Reserve Officers Training Corps (ROTC) scholarship in 1980. 
Eventually, the scholarships were named in honor of Vice 
Adm. Samuel L. Gravely, Jr., and were also awarded to 
students outside of Navy ROTC. This year, the first STEM 
scholarships were awarded thanks to a grant by the Office of 
Naval Research. 

"I hope everyone of you decides to put on the uniform," 
said Pottenger. "But, no matter where you study, what you 
study, and no matter how you decide to use this education, you 
will be serving your country." 

The theme for this year's banquet was a quote from 
Nelson Mandela in which he said, "Education is the most 
powerful weapon which you can use to change the world." 

Pottenger reiterated that sentiment by telling the 
scholarship recipients, "We expect you to give back." 

"It's a real prestigious honor," said Twymun K. Safford, 
recipient of the $10,000 STEM scholarship. "It's like I'm 
finally being rewarded for all the hard work I've done and it 
allows me continue on to the next level." 

Safford, a student at Denbigh High School, plans to attend 
Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University and major in aerospace 
engineering. 

Alston T. Cobb, a student at Western Branch High 
School, received a $5,000 STEM Scholarshp. Blair E. Cutting, 
a student at First Colonial High School, and Derrian W. 
Flemings, a student at Bethel High School, both received 
$2,500 STEM Scholarships. 

Keaun Q. Barrett, a student at Churchland High School, 
received a $2,500 Vice Admiral Gravely Scholarship. 
Cameron K. Bell, a student at Woodside High School, and 
Jourdan K. Simpson, a student at Lakeland High School, both 
received $1,500 Vice Admiral Gravely Scholarships. 

Pottenger issued a challenge to the recipients by saying, 
"If you're not being challenged by the course your life is 
taking you, then change that course. You must give it your 
all." 
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Gravely, who passed away in 2004, said, "Success in life 
is the result of several factors. My formula is simply education 
plus motivation plus perseverance. Education is paramount. 
Motivation: one must decide what he wants to do in life, how 

best to get there and to proceed relentlessly towards that goal. 
Perseverance: the ability to steadfastly proceed to your goal. It 
is the ability to overcome." 
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39. Navy Warfare Development Command Announces Speaker Series 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 07 MAY 12) ... Navy Warfare Development Command Public Affairs 

NORFOLK, Va. -- Navy Warfare Development 
Command (NWDC) is scheduled to launch the "NWDC 
Speaker Series," May 24, as part of its larger "Innovation 
Series" designed to stimulate provocative discussion and 
action to drive a culture of innovation in the Navy. 

In addition to attending in person, some events will be 
broadcast live over Defense Connect Online (DCO), allowing 
for wider participation and real-time "chat" discussion. 

The first event will feature retired Adm. Joseph Prueher 
on May 24, from 1 to 2 p.m. EST. Prueher was the U.S. 
Ambassador to China under Presidents Clinton and Bush and 

will speak on the current and future strategic implications of 
the U.S. China policy. Prior to joining the State Department in 
1999, Prueher was Commander, U.S. Pacific Command. 

"The geopolitical environment in Asia is one of the most 
pressing challenges our military is facing," said Rear Adm. 
Terry B. Kraft, commander, Navy Warfare Development 
Command. "These are the type of topics our Speaker Series 
will highlight and discuss here at NWDC. We are looking for 
a great turnout for Adm. Prueher." 

People wishing to attend the event can register at 
NWDC's website at https://www.nwdc.navy.mil/default.aspx. 
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NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
40. Pentagon Sending Trainers Back Into Yemen 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 08 MAY 12) ... Robert Burns 

WASHINGTON — The Pentagon said Tuesday it is 
sending military trainers back to Yemen for "routine" 
counterterrorism cooperation with Yemeni security forces 
amid an intensified battle against an offshoot of the al-Qaida 
terror network. 

"We have begun to reintroduce small numbers of trainers 
into Yemen," a Pentagon spokesman, Navy Capt. John Kirby, 
told reporters. 

Another American official said the arriving troops are 
special operations forces, who work under more secretive 
arrangements than conventional U.S. troops and whose 
expertise includes training indigenous forces. The official 
spoke on condition of anonymity because he was not 
authorized to discuss the subject publicly. 

Yemen has been a launching pad for attacks against the 
United States by the Yemen-based al-Qaida in the Arabian 
Peninsula. On Monday, The Associated Press disclosed that 
the CIA thwarted an ambitious plot by al-Qaida in the Arabian 
Peninsula to destroy a U.S.-bound airliner using a bomb with a 
sophisticated new design. 

Kirby said the return of U.S. military trainers to Yemen 
was for "routine military-to-military cooperation." He declined 
to provide details. 

A U.S. military training program in Yemen was 
suspended last year after then-President Ali Abdullah Saleh 
was badly injured in a militant attack. At one point the U.S. 
had between 100 and 150 trainers there. The new president, 
Abed Rabbo Mansour Hadi, who took over in February, has 
requested increased U.S. counterterrorist cooperation, 
including trainers and advisers. 

The U.S. also has a substantial naval presence near 
Yemen. A Marine contingent aboard Navy ships arrived in the 
area over the weekend on a routine rotation. It includes the 
24th Marine Expeditionary Unit, with about 2,000 Marines 
aboard vessels including the amphibious assault ship Iwo 
Jima. Also in the group is the USS New York, an amphibious 
transport dock ship that was built with more than seven tons of 
steel from the World Trade Center. It is the New York's 
maiden deployment. 
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41. GOP Plans East Coast Missile Defense Shield 
(THE HILL 08 MAY 12) ... Jeremy Herb 

A new Republican plan to set up a missile defense site on 
the East Coast has attracted election-year fireworks, with 
Democrats accusing the GOP of pushing the idea to undercut 
President Obama’s national-security credentials. 

Democrats say Republicans are playing politics, but GOP 
members hit back saying the site is necessary to get ahead of 
the rising threat of Iran’s missile development and to plug a 
gap in U.S. missile defenses. 

The issue is shaping up to be one of the most contentious 
at Wednesday’s House Armed Services Committee markup, 
where Democrats are planning multiple amendments to try to 

strip out $100 million that was included to jump-start the East 
Coast site. 

The Republican proposal calls for the East Coast site, 
which would be the third in the country, to be operational by 
the beginning of 2016. 

Democrats contend the total cost would be $4 billion. 
Republicans counter that the price tag would be half of that 
amount. 

“This is a political move,” said Rep. John Garamendi (D-
Calif.), who intends to introduce an amendment Wednesday to 
strip the provision from the defense authorization bill. “Every 
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time the election comes around, the Republicans run out a 
national security agenda.” 

It is unclear where the Obama administration stands on 
the matter. A White House spokesman declined to comment. 

Presumptive GOP presidential nominee Mitt Romney and 
Republicans in Congress slammed Obama on missile defense 
after his “hot mic” moment in March, in which Obama told 
then-Russian President Dmitry Medvedev that he needed 
“flexibility” until after the Nov. 6 election. 

Republican legislators have also criticized the Obama 
administration for considering reductions in the U.S. nuclear 
stockpile. 

But GOP lawmakers say the site is not about politics, and 
is necessary due to increased threats from Iran, as tensions 
between Washington and Tehran have escalated in recent 
months over Iran’s nuclear program. 

“You cannot open a newspaper or turn on a TV … 
without seeing a story of the rising threat from Iran and North 
Korea to mainland United States,” said Rep. Michael Turner 
(R-Ohio), chairman of the Strategic Forces subcommittee that 
included the East Coast interceptor language. 

“With these emerging threats it is inevitable that an East 
Coast site will be necessary in order to ensure we have the 
ability to lessen the threats from both Iran and North Korea,” 
Turner told The Hill. 

House Speaker John Boehner (R-Ohio) weighed in on the 
threat to Iran on Tuesday as well, warning that Tehran has 
“global ambitions” in Latin America, where Iranian President 
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad recently toured. 

“[Ahmadinejad’s] trip underscored the designs Iran has 
for expanding its influence in Latin America, and its eagerness 
to forge bonds with governments in the Western Hemisphere 
that have demonstrated a lesser interest in freedom and 
democracy,” Boehner said at an event Tuesday held by the 
Conference of the Americas. 

House Armed Services Strategic Forces subcommittee 
ranking member Loretta Sanchez (D-Calif.), who also is 
planning an amendment to strip the funding for the East Coast 
site, said the Iranian threat to the East Coast is overblown, 
because the Iranians don’t have the technology for a missile to 
reach the United States. 

As the defense bill heads to a contentious marathon 
debate Wednesday, Armed Services Democrats say the new 
missile site is one of the prime examples where military 
spending could be cut, which will become a bigger debate 
later this year due to shrinking Pentagon budgets. 

House Armed Services Committee Chairman Buck 
McKeon (R-Calif.) submitted a base Pentagon budget of $554 
billion, which was $3.7 billion higher than the president’s 
2013 defense budget request and $8 billion above the spending 
caps set by last year’s Budget Control Act. 

The Senate Armed Services Committee is expected to use 
the lower top-line figure for the defense budget, setting up a 
showdown in conference committee. 

The caps led the Pentagon to plan for a cut of $487 billion 
over the next decade, which Republicans have criticized and 
vowed to roll back. The boosted spending in the authorization 
bill stems from the budget of Rep. Paul Ryan (R-Wis.), who 
included increased defense spending and a cut in non-defense 
discretionary spending in the GOP budget. 

The authorization bill includes $100 million in 2013 for 
the Defense Department to study the development of the East 
Coast interceptor, which would add to systems located in 
California and Alaska. 

The committee report on the legislation says a “cost-
effective” East Coast site “could have advantages for the 
defense of the United States from ballistic missiles launched 
from the Middle East.” 

The bill directs the Missile Defense Agency to plan to 
deploy a land-based East Coast site by the end of 2015, though 
it does not specify where the site should be located. The 
legislation instructs the director of the Missile Defense 
Agency to choose three possible sites to study. 

Republican aides said the missile defense landscape has 
changed in the past year as the U.S. missile defense program 
in Europe, which is supposed to be completed by 2020, faces 
delays. Getting an East Coast system online by 2015, one aide 
said, would ensure there are no gaps in the U.S. missile 
defense system. 

While missile defense has long been an issue on which 
Democrats and Republicans have clashed, Democrats aren’t 
uniformly opposed to adding an East Coast interceptor site, 
said Sanchez. But the Republican plan to include the site by 
2015 was “very premature,” she said, as the current system in 
place still needs to be fixed to be fully operational. 

“Our military leaders have told us that’s not necessary,” 
Sanchez told The Hill. “They want to get the kinks out of the 
system they currently have.” 

Sanchez said the $100 million figure included in the 
legislation is deceptive, estimating that the total program 
would cost $4 billion. 

Republicans claim the total cost of the program would 
depend on the type of program implemented, and a committee 
aide put an estimate for 20 ground-based interceptors at $2 
billion. 

Several Senate Republicans who focus on defense say 
they are aware of the House plan, but said they haven’t yet 
decided whether to back the idea. 

“It’s something I’d be very interested in,” said Sen. 
Lindsey Graham (R-S.C.), an influential member of the 
Armed Services Committee. 
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42. NATO To Adopt Military-Sharing Plan In Chicago 
(NATIONAL JOURNAL 08 MAY 12) ... Kevin Baron 

NATO members are expected to approve roughly two 
dozen power-sharing agreements at this month’s Chicago 
summit in the first steps toward implementing the alliance’s 
controversial budget-saving plan to pool dwindling resources 
among militaries across the Atlantic. 

French Air Force Gen. Stéphane Abrial, NATO’s 
supreme allied commander transformation, based in Norfolk, 
Va., said on Tuesday that he expects the alliance will 
formalize 20 to 25 “modestly ambitious” collaborative 
projects in areas from cyberwarfare to helicopter training, 
many of which will be implemented quickly. 
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More importantly, the agreements represent hard-won 
buy-in from European countries initially skeptical about 
“Smart Defense,” NATO’s call for its members to voluntarily 
give up or share some military capabilities they deem vital for 
individual national defense for the benefit of the collective 
good. 

The idea was introduced by Secretary-General Anders 
Fogh Rasmussen last year, with nearly every member’s 
defense budget stagnant or shrinking. Abrial, as Rasmussen’s 
special representative, has spent the year visiting each NATO 
capital to learn what military capabilities members needed, to 
find out what they were willing to offer, and to calm nerves. 

“The Chicago agreement will be an extremely important 
step. It will prove the vision expressed by [Rasmussen] in 
February last year was the right one,” Abrial told National 
Journal in an interview while visiting Washington. 

“The nations have taken ownership of the initiative,” he 
said. Abrial argued this latest NATO transformation effort 
would succeed, in part, because it has focused early on 
preexisting networks between culturally similar nations or 
militaries already in partnerships, such as those that fly F-16s. 
After last year’s Libya operation, during which NATO allies 
ran out of ammunition, European leaders now understand the 
need to pool resources and have refined their plans with 
NATO, Abrial said. 

While larger Western European countries were quick to 
embrace the power-sharing initiative, especially in ways that 
help move troops abroad and share combat intelligence, 
Eastern European and border countries initially resisted the 
plan because of worries about Russia. Abrial said he came off 
his tour of capitals convinced that there is now “very high” 
commitment to participate, which remains voluntary. 

Already, Denmark is leading a project on managing 
NATO’s munitions supply and depots, while cyberoperations 

are run jointly out of Estonia. In Chicago, members are 
expected to adopt several new agreements for training air and 
ground helicopter crews while pooling maintenance of its 
U.S., European, and Russian-made models. Germany will lead 
an effort to better manage maritime patrol aircraft, while 
others will, among other things, share a counter-IED program 
using remote control route-clearance vehicles; manage 
NATO’s deployable contract specialists; share medical 
evacuation capabilities, and establish a multinational 
headquarters in Germany. 

Defense-industry giants and Washington officials are 
nervously watching whether Smart Defense leads to fewer 
weapons buys or an acceptance of a diminished European 
defense. But at an earlier breakfast meeting for reporters on 
Tuesday, Abrial argued, “The U.S. is decreasing its budget … 
but [unlike Europe], there’s no threat to the ability of the U.S. 
to address the whole spectrum,” referring to fighting wars big 
and small. Chicago's agreements, he argued, will prove to 
Europeans and Americans that each remains serious about the 
others’ defense. 

Still, officials in every capital Abrial visited raised 
concerns about the impact of Smart Defense on their defense 
industries. Big companies regularly engage with NATO, last 
year the alliance began reaching out to small business hoping 
to spread the shrinking pool of contract dollars. 

“My aim as a NATO commander is to make sure that the 
game is fair and transparent to everybody,” Abrial said. 

Convinced the alliance is ready to move forward, he 
believes the political momentum at the May 20-21 summit and 
these agreements will kick-start a new construct that promises 
to redefine NATO’s purpose, once again. 

“Chicago will be the real birth of it. It’s a long-term mind-
set.” 
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43. Notification 'Gaps' On Colombia 
(WASHINGTON POST 09 MAY 12) ... Ed O'Keefe 

Pentagon investigators have identified "significant gaps" 
in notification of the military chain of command in the hours 
after military personnel and U.S. Secret Service employees 
came into contact with prostitutes in Colombia, a senior 
lawmaker said Tuesday. 

Senate Armed Services Committee Chairman Carl Levin 
(D-Mich.) said that military personnel assigned to President 
Obama's trip to Colombia failed to promptly notify the chain 
of command of the events that unfolded and did not consult 
Gen. Douglas M. Fraser, commander of U.S. Southern 
Command, on the decision to permit the 12 members of the 
military to stay in Colombia as Obama's trip began and 
military officials launched an investigation. Military officials 
also failed to notify the chain of command of the assignment 
of some personnel to the Colombia trip, Levin said. 

Levin said he was especially concerned that Fraser wasn't 
consulted on the decision to allow the 12 to stay, saying he 
should have been permitted to weigh in on the decision. 

"Whether that was a correct or incorrect decision will be 
the subject perhaps of discussion," Levin said, adding that 
military officials had assured him the situation would be 
properly addressed. 

The military's decision to allow the 12 to stay in 
Colombia contrasts with the action taken by the U.S. Secret 
Service, which moved immediately to send home 11 
employees initially implicated in the scandal. 

Levin and Sen. John McCain (R-Ariz.) were briefed by 
military officials Tuesday. The meeting was "a dramatic 
improvement," McCain said, over a previous briefing on the 
scandal that he had criticized as incomplete and poorly 
prepared. 

Levin said after the briefing that military investigators 
have found there was no security risk to Obama because the 
military personnel did not have copies of his travel schedule. 

The U.S. Southern Command, which oversees military 
operations in Latin America, said Tuesday that it has 
completed its probe and that officials are working to determine 
proper disciplinary action for the 12 military people involved. 
In a statement, the Southern Command said it plans to brief all 
civilian and military Defense Department personnel deploying 
to missions across Latin America "on acceptable and 
unacceptable practices and the important role they play as 
representatives of the U.S. government and American people." 

Return to Index 
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OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
44. Chairman's Corner: Sexual Assault Prevention & Response 
To Commanders and Leaders of the Armed Forces 
(DOD LIVE 08 MAY 12) ... Army Gen. Martin E. Dempsey 

Sexual assault crimes strike at the health, welfare and 
dignity of our service members and undermine the readiness 
of our Force. As military professionals we must fully 
understand the destructive nature of these acts, lead our 
focused efforts to prevent them, and promote positive 
command climates and environments that reinforce mutual 
respect, trust and confidence. 

Sexual assault among Servicemembers is a problem we 
face together, one that can only be solved together. In doing 
so, we will Keep Faith with Our Military Family — they 
should expect nothing less, and Renew Our Commitment to 
the Profession of Arms — we should demand nothing less. 

Strategic Direction released today is written for 
commanders and leaders to improve awareness of sexual 
assaults, operationalize our commitment, and facilitate 
dialogue and open communications across our formations. 

The Joint Chiefs and Commandant of the Coast Guard, 
together with our DoD Sexual Assault Prevention and 
Response Program (SAPR) professionals, penned this 
guidance to synchronize those efforts. Together, we will 
operationalize the concerted efforts of the DoD SAPR Office 
and our Service programs with renewed commitment to 
eliminate sexual assault crimes within our ranks. 

Commanders and leaders at every level must integrate the 
intent, lines of effort and tenets of this Strategic Direction as a 
part of our daily command routines and activities. We must 
take conscious steps to understand, identify and reduce 
environmental risks, predatory and high-risk behaviors and 
personal vulnerabilities associated with sexual assaults or 
other abuse crimes. 

It is up to you, as commanders and leaders, to safeguard 
our core values and Service cultures by promoting a climate 
and environment that incorporates SAPR principles as habitual 
and inherent characteristics of our commands. 

Commanders and leaders must personally read, 
understand and implement this strategy. We are fully 
committed to supporting your efforts to put this Strategic 
Direction into action and operationalize SAPR within your 
commands across the Joint Force. We will set the conditions 
for you to take positive actions that reinvigorate our military 
culture and create command climates and environments based 
on mutual respect, trust and confidence. 

You have our respect, trust and confidence. 
Gen. Martin E. Dempsey is Chairman of the Joint Chiefs 

of Staff. 
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45. Following Pentagon's Lead On Clean Energy 
(THE HILL 08 MAY 12) ... Gary Lambert 

In a statement late last week, Senator James Inhofe (R-
Okla.) criticized Defense Secretary Leon Panetta for his 
efforts to strengthen the Department of Defense through clean, 
alternative sources of energy. As a Republican, a State 
Senator, and United States Marine, I couldn’t disagree more. 

Secretary Panetta joins our nation’s military and security 
leaders in understanding the clear connection between our 
energy policy and our national security. We send a billion 
dollars a day overseas for oil, much of that to unfriendly 
nations who do not share our values. America’s addiction to 
oil helps buy the very bullets that are shot back at our troops 
on the front lines. 

And the Department of Defense is already feeling the 
impact of climate change at home and abroad. The DoD calls 
climate change an “accelerant of instability or conflict,” 
meaning it takes a bad situation and makes it worse. Drought, 
famine, rising sea levels, and more frequent and devastating 
natural disasters pose a threat to military installations and raise 
demand for military assistance. 

That’s why I’m proud to stand with Operation Free, a 
nationwide coalition of veterans who recognize that oil 
dependence poses a serious threat to our national security. 
Veterans of Operation Free are continuing their service to our 
nation by advocating for clean, domestic energy production 
that will reduce America’s oil dependence and make America 
more competitive in clean energy. 

Our military and security leaders know that the cost of oil 
is too high in American treasure and American lives. The 
Department of Defense spent $15 billion last year on fuel for 
its military operations, amounting to more than 75 percent of 
its energy costs. And the price volatility of oil has a significant 
budgetary impact on DoD; for every $1 rise in the price of a 
barrel of oil, DoD pays $130 million in additional fuel costs. 
And in Afghanistan, where we consume an average of 50 
million gallons of fuel per month, one in every 24 fuel 
convoys results in an American casualty.    

Recognizing these security threats, the military is leading 
our nation in the development and deployment of clean, 
alternative energy. Solar panels and wind turbines are 
replacing inefficient diesel generators on forward operating 
bases, and a microgrid will soon power Bagram Air Field. 
This and other energy security initiatives on the front lines 
will save more than 20 million gallons of fuel per year and 
remove more than 7,000 fuel trucks from treacherous routes 
through the mountains of Afghanistan. 

These important investments aren't just on the front lines. 
On the home front, the Army, Navy and Air Force have 
committed to deploy 3 gigawatts of renewable energy – 
equivalent to the energy generated by 3 power plants - on their 
installations by 2025. New buildings on domestic Army posts 
will be “net zero” by 2030. Advanced microgrid systems will 
strengthen our energy security by allowing military bases to 
maintain critical functions for weeks or months if the 
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commercial grid is disrupted. Just two weeks ago, I was at 
Camp Lejeune, NC, as part of my duties as a Marine Corps 
reservist. I was proud to see that they had installed new solar 
panel arrays as overhead covering for military vehicles that 
powered the lighting for the truck ports. And the Navy is 
investing in advanced biofuels that promise to reduce our 
dangerous demand for oil. 

It is clear that our military, led by Secretary Panetta, 
understands the security implications of our nation’s energy 
policies. Secretary Panetta is working to prepare our military 
for the 21st century realities and challenges that lie ahead. Our 

elected officials need follow the military’s example, before it 
is too late. 

I invite Senator Inhofe to meet with me and other 
Operation Free veterans who have dedicated their lives to 
keeping America safe. We would be happy to set the record 
straight: investing in clean energy strengthens our security, 
and saves American lives. 

Lambert is a Republican State Senator from New 
Hampshire, a U.S. Marine Corps reservist and member of 
Operation Free, a coalition of veterans and national security 
experts working to secure America through clean energy. 
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46. Sequestration Is More Likely Than You Think 
(AOL DEFENSE 08 MAY 12) ... Mackenzie Eaglen 

Sequestration: it's a term only Washington could love. 
Behind the bland euphemism lie dramatic cuts to the U.S. 
military, shipbuilding and aerospace manufacturing jobs, and 
in communities across America. 

Washington politicians insist a half trillion in defense cuts 
-- and the attendant degradation to our national security -- is a 
reasoned belt tightening. In reality, sequestration is nothing 
more than seat of the pants management, a lurch from crisis to 
crisis. No reasoned, thoughtful process brought this on; it was 
simply the last minute debt ceiling deal. Now that the cuts are 
baked into the cake, President Obama has threatened to veto 
any efforts to unwind sequestration that do not include tax 
increases. 

The president's veto threat pushes any effort to seriously 
address these budget cuts to the lame duck session of 
Congress after the election in November. That does not mean 
everything will get fixed after the election. Removed from 
immediate electoral concerns, the thinking goes, Congress will 
be freed to act decisively, and the winning side in November 
will emerge with a clear mandate to avoid sequestration 
through their preferred method -- the Democrats, by raising 
taxes and the Republicans, by cutting entitlements. But no side 
is likely to emerge with a clear mandate or large majority. All 
of the same fights and dug-in positions will still be the same 
after the election as they are today. 

Worse still, sequestration is already having an impact. 
Military's Budget Is Hostage To A Much Larger 

Political Fight 
The road to the erosion of our military capabilities and the 

jobs that support them (public and private sector) begins with 
political gridlock in Washington. House leadership is moving 
legislation to "fix" sequestration this month. But any House 
solutions are dead on arrival in the Senate. There, the 
Democratic majority believes that the threat of sequestration 
will force Republicans to accede to tax hikes, and Majority 
Leader Harry Reid has no intention of sacrificing that leverage 
to stave off additional defense cuts. As Senate Armed Services 
Committee Chairman Carl Levin stated: 

The dam has got to be broken on revenues and what will 
break it, I believe, is sequestration... And it can't be divided 
and splintered up. It's got to be kept intact. And that's what I 
believe will move the rigid ideologues to deal finally with 
revenues. 

Reid concurred and backed up the White House veto 
threat: 

"In the absence of a balanced plan that would reduce the 
deficit by at least [the $2 trillion in deficit reduction agreed to 
in August], I will oppose any efforts to change or roll back the 
sequester." 

The election is unlikely to change these dynamics. Worse 
yet, another less anticipated shock could disrupt the system. 
When the Standard and Poor's downgraded America's credit 
rating in 2011, the loss of the AAA rating was not the end of 
the game-it was the beginning. As S&P noted at the time: 

"The outlook on the long-term rating is negative. We 
could lower the long-term rating to 'AA' within the next two 
years if we see that less reduction in spending than agreed to, 
higher interest rates, or new fiscal pressures during the period 
result in a higher general government debt trajectory than we 
currently assume in our base case." 

What this means, as BB&T Capital Markets analyst 
Jeremy W. Devaney notes, is that "delays or single year 
budget patches may be frowned upon by the ratings agencies 
under the premise that short-term fixes are displays of 
governance failures, poor policy, or weak fiscal discipline -- 
all items of risk called out by the S&P." 

Since the only sequestration fixes currently under 
discussion are short-term, the ratings agencies are watching to 
see if they should consider another credit downgrade. That 
could cause a major financial upheaval, raise interest rates, 
and significantly disrupt the economy at the very time that 
Congress is trying to reverse defense cuts. 

Sequestration and a potential credit downgrade are not the 
only matters of significance facing the lame duck Congress. A 
short list of items on the lame duck legislative agenda include: 

 Expiration of the Bush tax cuts, 

 Increasing the debt ceiling, 

 Expiration of the temporary payroll tax relief holiday, 

 Expiration of the annual "tax extenders" break, 

 Transportation and farm bill reauthorizations, 

 Medicare "Doc Fix," 

 Fiscal 2013 appropriations bills, and 

 Sequestration. 

Each of these items is a mini-war in and of itself; having 
to address them all at once means sequestration is unlikely to 
get much attention. In addition, the automatic military budget 
cuts have become a pawn in a larger negotiation about taxes 
and America's overwhelming debt. 
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Even House Budget Committee Chairman Paul Ryan is 
skeptical of a grand bargain, saying he has a "hard time" 
believing that a mood of compromise will overtake Congress 
after the elections. Part of the challenge is that the ratings 
agencies' calculation of the net present value of the future 
years' debt reductions would require larger savings to be 
generated in the out years in order to meet the $1.2 trillion 
target in last year's debt ceiling deal. Even if Congress were to 
agree on change, members would be forced to generate 
additional savings beyond the roughly $100 billion 
sequestered in fiscal 2013. This sets the bar even higher for 
compromise to repeal and replace the currently planned cuts. 

Soft Sequestration Has Already Begun 
Further complicating a workable solution and alternative 

to current law is a murky understanding of the mechanics of 
sequestration. The administration has argued that sequestration 
must be implemented at the "program, project, and activity" 
level, cutting all programs equally by about 10 percent. 
Potentially, this means that the funding for each and every line 
item in the military's budget would be automatically reduced 
by 10 percent overnight. In some cases, the impact is 
manageable -- the Air Force could buy nine drones instead of 
10, for instance. 

But with larger programs or military construction, 
sequestration means that some projects cannot even start. The 
Pentagon cannot buy nine-tenths of a ship or build half of a 
school. A plane can't be built with half an assembly line. As a 
result, work is already being slowed for fear programs will 
never be finished. 

Some argue that an amendment to the 1990 Defense 
Appropriations Act might allow the administration to 
reprogram funding between accounts before sequester -- 
leading to "strategically" allocated cuts. In other words, the 
Pentagon could have the authority, without congressional 
authorization, to avoid the problem of buying nine-tenths of an 
airplane, for instance and instead target cuts according to the 
Pentagon's priorities. Another potential option is interpreting 
the sequester as applying broadly to categories such as 
"Aircraft Procurement-Air Force" and targeting the cuts within 
these categories, leading to increased flexibility. 

Perversely, however, the more flexibility that Pentagon 
leaders have to choose where they would cut, the more likely 
Congress is to assume that the cuts will not be catastrophic, 
and the more likely that sequestration in some form will stand. 

Sequestration In All But Name Only 
Even if Congress, against all odds, manages to strike a 

deal, the results will still greatly damage the military. The 
most likely scenario is that sequestration takes effect in all but 
name only, at a slightly lower amount and with some 
flexibility for the Pentagon to target cuts. At its full amount, 
sequestration would cut $99 billion from the fiscal 2013 
defense budget, up from Budget Control Act cuts of roughly 
$50 billion reflected in the President's budget request. This 
means that the probable final scenario is roughly $60 to $85 
billion in defense cuts in 2013, leading to roughly $600 to 
$850 billion in cuts over the next nine years (as opposed to the 
full $1 trillion). 

There are three likely scenarios when it comes to the final 
amount of defense cuts over the next decade. The new floor is 
the President's budget request, which cuts $487 billion. Full 
sequestration would cut $1 trillion. The "split the baby" option 

outlined above would cut somewhere between $600 and $850 
billion. Secretary Panetta has already outlined many of the 
possible program cutbacks, delays, and terminations that could 
take place under full sequestration. Just a few of these include 
the F-35, the next-generation bomber, the Littoral Combat 
Ship, delaying the SSBN (X) and permanently cutting the 
inventory of boats to 10, European Missile Defense, and 
eliminating the ICBM leg of the nuclear triad. 

But how would the "Goldilocks" scenario of $600 to $850 
billion in spending reductions impact the military? Because 
only a few systems comprise an overwhelming percentage of 
the Pentagon's modernization budget, virtually all the same 
programs would still be harmed, delayed and possibly broken 
permanently as during full sequestration. The F-35, Littoral 
Combat ship, V-22 Osprey, the Maritime Prepositioning 
Force, Ballistic Missile Defense, the next-generation bomber, 
the SSBN (X) and one or two Carrier Strike Groups could all 
be canceled or delayed indefinitely. These cuts would have a 
reduce the capacity of the military to meet all of its global 
obligations quickly, harm the services' anemic modernization 
plans, lead to layoffs at depots, bases, and factories, and would 
effectively halt any strategic pivot to Asia. 

Sequestration Has Begun 
Although the lame duck scenario presupposes that 

sequestration can wait until January, sequestration starts now. 
In fact, the worst of sequestration will hit in the October to 
December timeframe, not in January, as the Pentagon and 
contractors start anticipating the major cuts. BB&T's Devaney 
writes that DoD will change what it is buying in anticipation 
of sequestration resulting in lost revenue, lost jobs, and a 
depleted defense industrial base. In fact, the Pentagon will 
begin a "soft shutdown" in preparation for a "hard stop" of 
programs on January 2. This means that even if Congress 
passes a lame duck deal, it may already be too late for some 
furloughed people and programs. 

In 2011, due to Congress' refusal to pass a budget, all of 
the federal government, including the Department of Defense, 
operated under a series of continuing resolutions (CRs) that 
essentially locked in past spending levels one increment at a 
time until Congress finally passed a budget. In FY 2011, this 
process went on for six months and wrought havoc on the 
Pentagon's budgeting process. Under the CR, many of the 
services couldn't hire new employees, the Pentagon couldn't 
initiate new construction projects, and the services couldn't 
expand their purchases of existing programs. 

This autumn will feature a sort of "soft sequestration" that 
will closely mirror the CR crisis of 2011 -- only it will be 
much worse. DoD will not receive funds until the second half 
of this fiscal year, and once it has cash in hand, will not 
receive a full year's dollars but rather periodic inflows of cash. 
As a result, major contract actions will be held in abeyance. 
Furthermore, many DoD program managers will delay 
soliciting bids for programs until they have cash on hand or 
the cloud of sequestration is lifted. 

Both of these factors will create a massive bow wave in 
spending at the end of the year that the system may not be able 
to fully absorb, resulting in schedule slips and cost increases. 

These will, in turn, hurt the ramp for Pentagon programs, 
making them un-executable in the next fiscal year. The cost of 
the program will subsequently rise and increase the likelihood 
of further reductions or outright cancellation. 
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On top of all this is the reality that government and 
industry officials will make certain assumptions in the absence 
of action by Congress regarding what will ultimately be 
appropriated. The expected lower amount will drive decision-
making as defense officials obligate the dollars they ultimately 
receive. For instance, many construction projects may be 
canceled outright when they might have simply been delayed 
in previous budgetary cycles. Finally, operating at reduced 
funding for a fraction of the fiscal year means personnel and 
O&M accounts will be short of dollars. The Pentagon will 
move money from other urgent priorities to cover the gaps in 
these "must pay" shortfalls, shortchanging other priorities like 
modernization. 

Nor will the effects of soft sequestration be limited to the 
Pentagon. Just as DoD cannot wait until lame duck to begin 
layoffs in anticipation of sequestration, industry will begin 
looking at layoffs, as well. According to the WARN Act, 
industry is required to notify its employees of furlough 60 
days prior to the action. As Lockheed Martin CEO Robert 
Stevens said, 

"The very prospect of sequestration is already having a 
chilling effect on the industry. We're not gonna hire, we're not 
gonna make speculative investments, we're not gonna invest in 

incremental training because the uncertainty associated with 
$53 billion of reductions in the first fiscal quarter of next year 
is a huge disruption to our business." 

Maybe The Mayans Were Right 
December 2012 is shaping up to be a cataclysmic month. 

Outside of the halls of Congress, the world is facing a witch's 
brew of challenges, including the European debt crisis, the 
continued development of the Iranian nuclear weapons 
program, and tensions involving North Korea that take us to 
"within an inch of war" daily according to Secretary Panetta. 
All of these factors combine with the American presidential 
elections, a possible debt downgrade, the specter of an 
economic shock from three tax cuts expiring simultaneously 
and an ongoing strategic pivot to Asia where a rising great 
power competitor regularly tries to undermine American 
power. 

The world is becoming increasingly scary at the very time 
that the military will be facing 20% reductions. With each 
passing day, the world closes in; with each passing day, our 
ability to manage that world degrades. 

Mackenzie Eaglen is a defense analyst at the American 
Enterprise Institute. A former congressional staff member, she 
is an informal defense advisor to the Romney campaign. 
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47. China's Soft Power Deficit 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 09 MAY 12) ... Joseph S. Nye Jr. 

I was recently invited to lecture at several Chinese 
universities about "soft power"—the ability to get what one 
wants by attraction and persuasion rather than coercion or 
payment. Since the 1990s, thousands of essays and articles 
have been published in China on the topic, and the lectures 
drew large crowds. 

Over the past decade, China's economic and military 
might has grown impressively. This has frightened its 
neighbors into looking for allies to balance China's increase in 
hard power. But if a country can also increase its soft power of 
attraction, its neighbors feel less need to balance its power. 
For example, Canada and Mexico do not seek alliances with 
China to balance U.S. power the way Asian countries seek a 
U.S. presence to balance China. 

In 2007, understanding this, President Hu Jintao told the 
17th Congress of the Chinese Communist Party that China 
needed to invest more in its soft power resources. That's a 
smart power strategy, but Beijing is having difficulty 
implementing it. 

China is spending billions of dollars to increase its soft 
power. Its aid programs to Africa and Latin America are not 
limited by the institutional or human rights concerns that 
constrain Western aid. The Chinese style emphasizes high-
profile gestures, such as building stadiums. Meanwhile, the 
elaborately staged 2008 Beijing Olympics enhanced China's 
reputation abroad, and the 2010 Shanghai Expo attracted more 
than 70 million visitors. 

China has also created several hundred Confucius 
Institutes around the world to teach its language and culture. 
The enrollment of foreign students in China increased to 
240,000 last year from just 36,000 a decade ago, and China 
Radio International now broadcasts in English around the 
clock. In 2009-10, Beijing invested $8.9 billion in external 
publicity work, including 24-hour cable news channels. 

But for all its efforts, China has had a limited return on its 
investment. A recent BBC poll shows that opinions of China's 
influence are positive in much of Africa and Latin America, 
but predominantly negative in the United States, everywhere 
in Europe, as well as in India, Japan and South Korea. 

Great powers try to use culture and narrative to create soft 
power that promotes their national interests, but it's not an 
easy sell when the message is inconsistent with their domestic 
realities. As I told the university students, in an Information 
Age in which credibility is the scarcest resource, the best 
propaganda is not propaganda. 

The 2008 Olympics was a success abroad, but shortly 
afterward China's domestic crackdown on human rights 
activists undercut its soft-power gains. The Shanghai Expo 
was also a great success, but it was followed by the jailing of 
Nobel Peace Laureate Liu Xiaobo. His empty chair at the Oslo 
ceremony was a powerful symbol. And for all the efforts to 
turn Xinhua and China Central Television into competitors for 
CNN and the BBC, there is little international audience for 
brittle propaganda. 

Now, in the aftermath of the Middle East revolutions, 
China is clamping down on the Internet and jailing human 
rights lawyers, once again torpedoing its soft-power campaign. 
No amount of propaganda can hide the fact that blind human 
rights attorney Chen Guangcheng recently sought refuge in the 
U.S. Embassy in Beijing. 

Rather than celebrate the heroes of today in civil society, 
the arts and the private sector, the Communist Party has taken 
to promoting the greatness of Chinese culture in general and 
the historical significance of the Middle Kingdom. 

Pang Zhongying, a former Chinese diplomat who teaches 
at Renmin University, says this reflects "a poverty of thought" 
in China today. When Zhang Yimou, the acclaimed director, 
was asked why his films were always set in the past, he replied 
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that films about contemporary China would be "neutered by 
the censors." 

I read the students a recent statement by Ai Weiwei, the 
acclaimed Chinese artist who's suffered from state harassment. 
He warned that censorship is undermining creativity. "It's 
putting this nation behind in the world's competition in the 
coming decades. You can't create generations just to labor at 
[electronics manufacturer] Foxconn. Everyone wants an 
iPhone but it would be impossible to design an iPhone in 
China because it's not a product; it's an understanding of 
human nature." 

Slight waves of nervous laughter swept through the 
audience when I mentioned Ai Weiwei's name. But from their 
questions, it seemed that some students agreed with his view 
that it's not possible for Chinese leaders "to control the 

Internet unless they shut it off—and they can't live with the 
consequences of that." 

After I finished speaking, a party official told the students 
that the Chinese approach to soft power should focus on 
culture, not politics. I hope this changes. The development of 
soft power need not be a zero-sum game. If Chinese soft 
power increases in the U.S. and vice versa, it will help make 
conflict less likely. 

All countries can gain from finding attraction in each 
others' cultures. But for China to succeed in this, its politics 
must unleash the talents of its civil society. 

Mr. Nye is a professor at Harvard and served as Assistant 
Secretary of Defense for International Security Affairs in the 
Clinton Administration. 
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On This Day In The Navy: 
1950: Task Force 77 makes first attack on the Yalu River bridges. In first engagement between MIG-15 and F9F jets (USS 
Philippine Sea), LCDR William T. Amen (VF-111) shoots down a MIG and becomes first Navy pilot to shoot down a jet aircraft. 
 

TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Iran Fired On Military Drone In First Such Attack, U.S. Says 
(NEW YORK TIMES 09 NOV 12) ... Thom Shanker and Rick Gladstone 

WASHINGTON — Iranian warplanes shot at an American military surveillance drone flying over the Persian Gulf near Iran last 
week, Pentagon officials disclosed Thursday. They said that the aircraft, a Predator drone, was flying in international airspace and was 
not hit and that the episode had prompted a strong protest to the Iranian government. 

 
2. Japan Urges Peaceful Power As China Aims To Become Maritime Force 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 08 NOV 12) 

TOKYO — Japan called on China on Nov. 8 to use its sea power peacefully, after President Hu Jintao staked a claim in Beijing 
for his country to become a maritime force. 

 
3. Hung, Drawn And Quartered 
Better deterrents are putting the Somali pirates’ business under strain 
(THE ECONOMIST 10 NOV 12) 

It is too early to declare victory against Somali piracy, which cost the shipping industry and governments as much as $7 billion 
last year. But the fall in the number of successful hijackings since the peak of 2009-11 has been dramatic. 

 

MMIIDDEEAASSTT::  
4. Senators Mull Tougher Iran Sanctions 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 09 NOV 12) ... Bradley Klapper 

WASHINGTON -- Lawmakers are working on a set of new and unprecedented Iran sanctions that could prevent the Islamic 
republic from doing business with most of the world until it agrees to international constraints on its nuclear program, officials say. 

 
5. Iran Hints At Possible New Delay In Atom Power Plant's Operation 
(REUTERS 08 NOV 12) 

DUBAI -- Iran's first nuclear power plant will become fully operational by early 2013, its energy minister was quoted as saying, 
more than two months after Russia said it was up and running normally following decades of delay. 

 
6. Syrian President Warns West Against Military Intervention 
In interview, Assad says price tag will be ‘too big,’ refuses to leave country 
(WASHINGTON POST 09 NOV 12) ... Babak Dehghanpisheh 

Syrian President Bashar al-Assad issued a stark warning Thursday to Western nations that may be thinking of intervening 
militarily in the bloody conflict that has devastated the country. 

 
7. UN Warns Of Escalating Humanitarian Need In Syria 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 09 NOV 12) ... Edith M. Lederer 

UNITED NATIONS -- The United Nations is warning that the number of people inside Syria needing humanitarian aid could rise 
sharply from 2.5 million now to 4 million by early next year if the civil war grinds on at its current deadly pace. 
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AAFFGGHHAANNIISSTTAANN::  
8. As U.S. Helicopters Pull Out, Donkeys Step In 
American drawdown means shortage of high-tech tools for local troops 
(WASHINGTON POST 09 NOV 12) ... Kevin Seiff 

PECH VALLEY, Afghanistan — Before U.S. forces arrived here in the mountains of eastern Afghanistan, the instruments of war 
were rudimentary things: mud-brick outposts and aging Kalashnikovs. The American invasion brought with it a shiny arsenal of 21st-
century technology, including advanced helicopters to navigate the treacherous landscape. 

 
9. Drone War In Afghanistan Peaks As Human Troops Withdraw 
(DANGER ROOM (WIRED) 09 NOV 12) ... Noah Shachtman 

Forget Pakistan, Yemen, Somalia, and all the other secret warzones. The real center of the U.S. drone campaign is on the hottest 
battlefield of all: Afghanistan. 

 

AASSIIAA  ––  PPAACCIIFFIICC::  
10. China Signals More Active Role In World Affairs 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 09 NOV 12) ... Louise Watt 

BEIJING -- China's four-point plan for Syria is a rare foray into international mediation for the rising power, a sign that Beijing's 
increasingly global economic interests can trump its traditional hands-off diplomacy. 

 
11. China 'To Be A Maritime Power 
'Hu says nation must enhance its capacity 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 09 NOV 12) 

BEIJING--China yesterday stressed its intention to become a “maritime power” in line with its economic clout, as US President 
Barack Obama prepares to return to Asia amid regional anxiety at Beijing’s rise. 

 
12. Obama To Visit Myanmar As Part Of First Postelection Overseas Trip To Asia 
(NEW YORK TIMES 09 NOV 12) ... Peter Baker 

WASHINGTON — President Obama will make Asia his first overseas destination since his re-election, with a trip this month that 
is to include a historic visit to Myanmar and underscore his desire to reorient American foreign policy more toward the Pacific during 
his second term. 

 
13. Pentagon Chief To Visit Australia, Thailand And Cambodia 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 08 NOV 12) 

U.S. Defense Secretary Leon Panetta will travel to Australia, Thailand and Cambodia next week as part of America's strategic tilt 
to the Asia-Pacific, even as crises in the Middle East demand the Pentagon's attention and resources. 

 

RRUUSSSSIIAA::  
14. Russia Hopes For U.S. Flexibility On Missile Shield 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 08 NOV 12) ... Max Seddon 

MOSCOW -- Russia expects Barack Obama to show more flexibility in a dispute over U.S. missile defense plans in Europe 
following his re-election as president, a top official said Thursday. 

 

PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
15. Navy Official Removed Amid Waste Allegations 
San Diego ship repair yard under investigation 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 08 NOV 12) ... Jeanette Steele 

The head of the Navy’s ship maintenance center in San Diego was removed Thursday following allegations of wasteful spending. 
 

16. U.S. Admiral Cleared Of Misconduct In Pentagon Probe 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 08 NOV 12) ... Lolita C. Baldor 

WASHINGTON — The head of U.S. European Command has been cleared of misconduct after a lengthy Pentagon investigation 
into travel and expense questions that derailed his chances last year of becoming the Navy's top officer, according to senior U.S. 
defense officials. 
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17. Navy SEALs Punished For Secrets Breach 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 08 NOV 12) ... Robert Burns 

WASHINGTON -- Seven members of the secretive Navy SEAL Team 6, including one involved in the mission to get Osama bin 
Laden, have been punished for disclosing classified information, senior Navy officials said Thursday. 

 

TTRRIICCAARREE::  
18. 171,000 Retirees Likely To Lose TRICARE Prime Option 
(MILITARY UPDATE 08 NOV 12) ... Tom Philpott 

With the presidential election over, Defense officials are expected to announce soon that military retirees and their dependents 
living more than 40 miles from a military treatment facility or base closure site will lose access to TRICARE Prime, the military's 
managed care option. 

 

CCOONNGGRREESSSS  //  BBUUDDGGEETT::  
19. National Security Committes In Congress Face Shake-Ups 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 08 NOV 12) ... Laura Litvan 

A shake-up is under way on the congressional committees that oversee national security and defense just days after elections that 
did little to change the balance of power in the U.S. Senate and House. 

 
20. Consensus Forming For Lame Duck Deal To Delay Sequester Cuts 
(DEFENSE NEWS 08 NOV 12) ... John T. Bennett 

Lawmakers hear the clock ticking toward deep defense and domestic spending cuts, and senior members of both parties appear 
poised to pass a measure during a lame duck session that would add additional time to that clock. 

 
21. Why Pentagon Won't Say How It Would Cut $55 Billion Starting Jan. 1 
The Pentagon may finally be planning for dreaded spending cuts set to take effect in the new year, though it 
is mum on any specifics. It wants Congress to come up with a different solution to U.S. deficit spending. 
(CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR 08 NOV 12) ... Anna Mulrine 

WASHINGTON -- The Pentagon is staring at some $55 billion in spending cuts – 10.5 percent of its annual budget – that it will 
have to make immediately come January, if Congress does not act before then to avert the "fiscal cliff." Officials there, no fan of these 
automatic cuts or of the process on Capitol Hill that spawned them, have alternately called this approach to financial discipline a 
"blind meat ax," a "goofy meat ax," and "fiscal castration." 

 
22. DOD: Help Us Hold Down Costs 
(POLITICO 08 NOV 12) ... Philip Ewing 

No matter what happens in the lame-duck session of Congress as a newly reelected Barack Obama begins to negotiate with 
Republicans about sequestration, the Pentagon has a whole other set of politically difficult hurdles waiting just around the bend. 

 

MMAARRIINNEE  CCOORRPPSS::  
23. Gen. Amos: Marines Must Explain What We Do 
(NATIONAL DEFENSE 08 NOV 12) ... Sandra I. Erwin 

It is apparently difficult to explain to average citizens, members of Congress or Pentagon budgeteers what sets the Marine Corps 
apart from the Army. 

 

TTEECCHHNNOOLLOOGGYY::  
24. Robots Replace Costly U.S. Navy Mine-Clearance Dolphins 
(BBC NEWS 08 NOV 12) ... Sharon Weinberger 

For decades, science fiction writers and futurologists have predicted a time when wars are fought at the push of a button and 
Terminator-like robo-soldiers fight in place of humans. While the rise of drone warfare suggests that vision may be starting to come 
true, it would seem that it will not be humans who are first in line to lose their military commission. 

 

VVEETTEERRAANNSS::  
25. Obama Faces 'Hard Choices' On Veterans 
(WASHINGTON POST 09 NOV 12) ... Steve Vogel 

A new report by the Center for a New American Security warns that the Obama administration will "face an array of hard 
choices" involving veterans and the military community as it tries to tackle issues ranging from military suicide to veterans disability 
claims during the president's second term. 
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LLEEGGAALL::  
26. Ex-Shipyard Worker Fury Pleads Guilty To USS Miami Arson 
(PORTSMOUTH (NH) HERALD 08 NOV 12) ... Deborah Mcdermott 

PORTLAND, Maine — U.S. Attorney Thomas Delahanty said Thursday the recommended 15- to 19-year federal prison sentence 
for USS Miami arsonist Casey Fury was reasonable, even though the maximum sentence is life in prison for setting fire to the 
submarine. 

 

SSPPOORRTTSS::  
27. Bataan Sailors Prepared For A Shot To Host Hoops Tilt 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 09 NOV 12) ... Mike Hixenbaugh 

The familiar whoosh of helicopter blades and jet engines will soon be replaced by squeaking sneakers and chirping whistles on 
the flight deck of the amphibious assault ship Bataan. 

 
28. Gators, Hoyas Will Contend With Wind, Cold In Unique, Historic Hoops Opener 
(FLORIDA TIMES-UNION 08 NOV 12) ... Hays Carlyon 

Jacksonville sports history will be made Friday. 
 

29. Networks Gung-Ho For College Basketball 
Military sites are hot spot for big games 
(USA TODAY 09 NOV 12) ... Michael Hiestand 

To understand why 14th-ranked Michigan State and Connecticut will play a college basketball game around midnight local time 
today in front of a crowd ordered to wear their camouflage fatigues, consider the basics of TV. 

 

CCOOMMMMEENNTTAARRYY::  
30. Japan Should Work With Obama To Resolve East Asia's Problems 
(ASAHI SHIMBUN 09 NOV 12) ... Editorial 

With the re-election of President Barack Obama, U.S. foreign policy based on international cooperation will continue for another 
four years. 

 
31. Fix Bayonets! 
If the Pentagon cuts R&D, the U.S. military will take a huge step backward. 
(FOREIGN POLICY 08 NOV 12) ... Sharon Weinberger 

During the presidential campaign, the importance of advances in military technology made a surprisingly high-profile appearance, 
when President Obama made his now-famous quip that, yes, the United States has fewer ships than it did in 1916, but it also has 
"fewer horses and bayonets." 

 
32. Focus On Aiding Military Veterans: Caring For Wounded Warriors 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 08 NOV 12) ... James A. Johnson Jr. 

This Veterans Day, Americans can take pride in knowing that more wounded warriors are surviving than at any point in our 
history. More of them are returning to us as decorated heroes with full lives ahead. 

 
33. Focus On Aiding Military Veterans: Easing Transition To College 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 08 NOV 12) ... Vince Vasquez and Ryan Darby 

Thousands of young military veterans are returning home today unprepared for the transition to college. Just ask Rich Gilbert, 
retired Marine Scout Sniper and UC San Diego undergrad. 

 
34. Making Up For Lost Time 
A torrent of postponed decisions await. 
(WASHINGTON POST 09 NOV 12) ... Editorial 

Although it didn’t attract much attention, the pace of government in Washington slowed to a crawl over the past year. Important 
regulations were stalled, decisions were deferred and pressing issues were held in abeyance or neglected by President Obama and 
Congress, largely out of a desire to avoid political risk. The president set the tone by focusing in a singular fashion on his reelection 
campaign. Now he, lawmakers and regulators have a torrent of decisions to make, many of them postponed for too long. 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Iran Fired On Military Drone In First Such Attack, U.S. Says 
(NEW YORK TIMES 09 NOV 12) ... Thom Shanker and Rick Gladstone 

WASHINGTON — Iranian warplanes shot at an 
American military surveillance drone flying over the Persian 
Gulf near Iran last week, Pentagon officials disclosed 
Thursday. They said that the aircraft, a Predator drone, was 
flying in international airspace and was not hit and that the 
episode had prompted a strong protest to the Iranian 
government. 

The shooting, which involved two Russian-made Su-25 
jets known as Frogfoots, occurred on Nov. 1 and was the first 
known instance of Iranian warplanes firing on an American 
surveillance drone. George Little, the chief Pentagon 
spokesman, said the Defense Department’s weeklong silence 
about the episode was a result of restrictions on the discussion 
of classified surveillance missions. He answered questions 
about it during a Pentagon news conference on Thursday only 
after it had been reported by news organizations earlier in the 
day. 

Even so, the failure to disclose a hostile encounter with 
Iran’s military at a time of increased international tensions 
over the disputed Iranian nuclear program — and five days 
before the American presidential election — raises questions 
for the Obama administration. Had the Iranian attack been 
disclosed before Election Day, it is likely to have been viewed 
in a political context — interpreted either as sign of the 
administration’s weakness or, conversely, as an opportunity 
for President Obama to demonstrate leadership. 

Late last year, an RQ-170 surveillance drone operated by 
the C.I.A. rather than the military crashed deep inside Iranian 
territory while on a mission that is believed to have been 
intended to map suspected nuclear sites. That episode came to 
light only after Iran bragged that it had electronically attacked 
the drone and guided it to a landing inside its borders. 
American officials said the drone had crashed after a technical 
malfunction. 

A senior administration official sought to contain any 
ripple effects from the episode last week, noting that it should 
not be viewed as a precursor to a broader military 
confrontation with Iran and that it should not derail potential 
diplomatic contacts between the two countries over the 
nuclear program. 

“We view the incident as problematic,” a senior official 
said, “but we’re wary of the possibility of unintended 
escalation.” 

Mr. Little said that Iranian warplanes “fired multiple 
rounds” but missed the remotely guided Predator, which has a 
unique silhouette similar to a giant, upside-down flying spoon 
and is not easily confused with a piloted jet fighter. 

“Our aircraft was never in Iranian airspace,” Mr. Little 
said. “It was always flying in international airspace.” 

Mr. Little said that the protest was delivered to Iran 
through the Swiss Embassy in Tehran, which acts on behalf of 
American interests in Iran, and that the Defense Department 
would not halt surveillance missions. 

“The United States has communicated to the Iranians that 
we will continue to conduct surveillance flights over 
international waters, over the Arabian Gulf, consistent with 
longstanding practice and our commitment to the security of 

the region,” Mr. Little said. “We have a wide range of options, 
from diplomatic to military, to protect our military assets and 
our forces in the region and will do so when necessary.” 

Officials would not speculate on whether the Iranian jets 
were trying to shoot down the slow-flying drone or were 
simply firing warning shots. The two Iranian warplanes 
carried 30-millimeter cannons that are intended to support 
ground troops and are not designed for air-to-air combat. 

The two planes were under the command of the Islamic 
Revolutionary Guards Corps, whose activities are routinely 
more aggressive than those of the conventional Iranian Air 
Force. 

Iran also has two navies: a traditional state force of aging 
big ships, and a rival one run by the Revolutionary Guards that 
consists of fast-attack speedboats that employ guerrilla tactics 
— including sailing perilously close to American warships. 

The last significant confrontation between the United 
States and the Revolutionary Guards occurred in 2008, during 
another time of tension, when five of its armed speedboats 
made aggressive maneuvers as they approached three United 
States Navy warships in international waters in the Strait of 
Hormuz. Pentagon officials said the commander of a Navy 
destroyer had been on the verge of issuing an order to fire on 
one of the speedboats, but no shots were fired. 

American naval officers say the Iranian state navy is for 
the most part more professional in its interactions with foreign 
warships. 

In the episode last week, the Predator was flying about 16 
nautical miles from Iran while conducting a maritime 
surveillance mission east of Kuwait in the northern Persian 
Gulf, Mr. Little said. He emphasized that Iran’s territorial 
limits extend only 12 nautical miles from shore. 

Given the critical role of the Persian Gulf and the Strait of 
Hormuz in the international shipping of petroleum products, 
the American military conducts regular seaborne and aerial 
surveillance there. The Predator’s advanced sensor technology 
is likely to have allowed it to look toward Iran in great detail 
even from the distance cited by Pentagon officials. 

Political analysts said that the most recent episode 
underscored the risks that chance encounters between 
American and Iranian forces in the heavily militarized gulf 
could quickly escalate into confrontation. 

“This appears to be a disturbing incident, especially if it 
happened over international waters,” said Alireza Nader, an 
Iran specialist at the Washington offices of the RAND 
Corporation, a research group. “It is in the interests of the 
United States to act with restraint regarding this incident.” 

On Thursday, American officials also announced new 
sanctions that broadened the blacklist of Iranian individuals 
and institutions affected by laws freezing or blocking access to 
property and other assets. 

The latest entries on the list include Iran’s 
communications minister, Reza Taqipour; the head of the 
Iranian national police; and Esma’il Ahmadi Moghaddam, as 
well as Iran’s Ministry of Culture and Islamic Guidance, 
which State and Treasury Department officials accused of 
jamming satellite broadcasts, disrupting Internet activities, 
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censoring news media and intimidating and detaining 
journalists. 

Two Tehran schools, Imam Hossein University and 
Baghyatollah Medical Sciences University, are also on the 
new list. Treasury officials described them as training and 
research centers created and run by the Revolutionary Guards. 

“These actions underscore the administration’s ongoing 
commitment to hold Iranian government officials and entities 
responsible for the abuses carried out against their own 
citizens,” Victoria Nuland, a State Department spokeswoman, 
said in a statement. 

The new sanctions coincided with reports by international 
rights groups that an Iranian blogger, Sattar Beheshti, who was 
arrested in Tehran last week, might have died during or after 

an interrogation in prison. Reporters Without Borders, a press 
freedom advocacy group, said that Mr. Beheshti, 35, had been 
accused by the authorities of “actions against national security 
on social networks and Facebook,” and that his family had 
been ordered to retrieve his body, bury him quickly and not 
talk about it. The group did not disclose the source of its 
information, and the details could not be immediately 
confirmed. 

Reporters Without Borders urged the Iranian authorities 
to explain the death, and it said that other nations should not 
“allow this crime to go unpunished.” 

Thom Shanker reported from Washington, and Rick 
Gladstone from New York. Mark Landler contributed 
reporting from Washington. 

Return to Index 
 

2. Japan Urges Peaceful Power As China Aims To Become Maritime Force 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 08 NOV 12) 

TOKYO — Japan called on China on Nov. 8 to use its sea 
power peacefully, after President Hu Jintao staked a claim in 
Beijing for his country to become a maritime force. 

Tokyo said its neighbor must act as a “responsible 
member of the international community,” a challenge it has 
made to Beijing repeatedly in recent months as tempers have 
flared over a disputed island chain. 

“It is not surprising to hear leaders in (China) speak about 
their intention to engage in maritime activities,” Naoko Saiki, 
deputy press secretary at the foreign ministry, told reporters in 
Tokyo. 

“But those activities must be carried out in a peaceful 
manner based on international law.” 

The comments came hours after Hu told the five-yearly 
Communist Party congress that Beijing should “resolutely 
safeguard China’s maritime rights and interests, and build 
China into a maritime power.” 

Saiki said both countries — the two largest economies in 
Asia with a trade relationship worth well more than $300 
billion a year — had a duty to preserve the region’s stability 
and prosperity. 

“I think China must be a responsible member of the 
international community,” she said. 

Beijing and Tokyo are at loggerheads over the 
sovereignty of an uninhabited archipelago in the East China 
Sea. 

Chinese government ships have loitered around the 
Tokyo-administered Senkaku islands, which Beijing calls the 
Diaoyus, for weeks, sending diplomatic temperatures soaring 
and leading to calls from Washington for cool heads. 

The islands lie in rich fishing grounds and their 
possession theoretically grants access to a potential energy 
reserve in the seabed. 

But they also have strategic significance, with some 
observers suggesting they could provide a beachhead for 
Chinese projections of military might. 

Japan has watched warily over the last decade as China’s 
military prestige has grown. But commentators say Tokyo’s 

own formidable armed forces are not to be underestimated 
despite the nation’s officially pacifist stance. 

A defense ministry spokesman said the ministry “has 
great interest in China’s maritime activities” and pledged 
“utmost efforts in maintaining safety in our territorial air and 
waters.” 

“The issue of use of the sea in a stable manner is directly 
linked to the peace and stability of the Asia-Pacific region,” 
the spokesman said. 

“It is important to act on the principle of freedom of 
navigation, compliance with international laws and peaceful 
resolution of conflicts.” 

The dispute over the Senkakus has rumbled in the 
background of Tokyo-Beijing relations for decades but came 
into focus earlier this year when a Japanese nationalist 
politician announced he wanted to buy them. 

Rightwingers on both sides launched landings on the 
rocky outcrops before Japanese Prime Minister Yoshihiko 
Noda stepped in to buy part of the chain from their private 
owner. 

Beijing reacted with fury, allowing sometimes violent 
demonstrations across the country that targeted Japanese 
business interests and put a dampener on the huge bilateral 
trade relationship. 

Takashi Terada, professor of international politics at 
Doshisha University in Kyoto, said there was no end in sight 
to the territorial row. 

Terada said Hu, due to be replaced as party chief by Vice 
President Xi Jinping, was using the congress speech as a call 
to arms for his successors. 

“This is Hu’s message to the next leaders that it is a long-
term issue and China should not give up (the islands),” he 
said. 

“Although Xi’s diplomatic policies are still unknown, he 
is going to take it over. This problem is unlikely to make 
progress until after a power change occurs in Japan as China is 
so disappointed with Noda’s decision to nationalize the 
islands.” 

Return to Index 
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3. Hung, Drawn And Quartered 
Better deterrents are putting the Somali pirates’ business under strain 
(THE ECONOMIST 10 NOV 12) 

It is too early to declare victory against Somali piracy, 
which cost the shipping industry and governments as much as 
$7 billion last year. But the fall in the number of successful 
hijackings since the peak of 2009-11 has been dramatic. 

The International Maritime Bureau, a body that fights 
shipping crime, counted 219 cases of pirates trying to board a 
vessel in 2010 and 236 in 2011. This year’s total is just 71, 
against 199 for the same period last year. Successful seizures 
are down from 49 in 2010 to 28 in 2011 and only 13 this year. 

Pirate activity normally wanes between the end of May 
and late September, when the south-west monsoon is lashing 
the Arabian Sea and this year’s storms were particularly 
severe. The light skiffs (launched from bigger “mother ships”) 
that the pirates use to close on their prey can only operate in 
benign sea conditions. 

But the pirate lairs along the Somali coast show little sign 
of preparing for a new hunting season. Associated Press 
reporters who reached one of them, Hobyo, found that the 
pirates’ flashy cars, booze and prostitutes had disappeared and 
the cash for new raids had dried up. Some think the pirate 
“kingpins” may just be stocktaking before reinvesting. But the 
“stock” of hijacked vessels and hostages has shrunk from 33 
ships and 758 hostages in early 2011 to just nine ships and 154 
hostages now. Some of these have proved hard to ransom and 
have been there a long time. 

Tom Patterson, a maritime-security expert at Control 
Risks, a consultancy, points to three factors that have made 
piracy a lot riskier and less profitable. The first is that soaring 
insurance premiums and the threat to crews have forced 
shipowners to change their ways. Ships have been made 
harder to attack by a range of measures known as BMP, or 
best management practice. They cruise faster and practise 
evasive manoeuvres. Physical barriers such as razor wire are 
now fitted. Many have secure “citadels” on board for the 
crews to retreat to if all else fails. They also follow the 
reporting protocols established by the European Union’s naval 
task-force (EU NAVFOR) when crossing dangerous waters. 

The second factor he cites is better co-ordination by the 
international naval task-forces. These include the EU flotilla, a 
similar one provided by NATO, an American-led coalition and 
warships under national commands from China, Japan, India, 
Iran, Russia and Saudi Arabia. These all meet four times a 

year to discuss tactics and make better use of the intelligence 
coming from surveillance aircraft and Somalis who want to be 
rid of the pirates. 

The legal issues around fighting pirates are still tricky. 
But the foreign naval forces have become more assertive. On 
October 11th an EU vessel arrested seven pirates because their 
dhow was carrying ladders and a large quantity of fuel and 
water drums. Pirate mother ships now face pre-emptive 
boarding and skiffs are destroyed rather than ordered home as 
happened in the past. Mr. Patterson highlights the 
psychological importance of a strike in May by helicopters 
from EU NAVFOR on targets near Haradheere, a pirate 
haven. It destroyed fuel, outboards and speedboats. The 
force’s spokesperson, Lieutenant Commander Jacqueline 
Sherrif, says that disrupting logistics on land “sends a strong 
message” to the pirates and their investors who now know 
“they will no longer have impunity on the beaches”. 

However, both Mr. Patterson and Rear Admiral Anthony 
Rix, now of Salamanca Risk Management, say that the biggest 
game changer of all is probably a third factor. Mr. Patterson 
reckons that more than a quarter of vessels now carry armed 
security guards. The shipping industry used to oppose this, 
fearing that armed guards would escalate violence. But not a 
single vessel with guards has been boarded. Usually a warning 
shot is enough to deter the pirates. Lt. Cmdr. Sherrif says: 
“The pirates go to sea to make money, not die in a firefight.” 
BIMCO, the biggest international shipping organisation, has 
recently produced a standard contract for the industry, known 
as GUARDCON. Most of the security firms supplying guards 
are British. Admiral Rix says that his company hires mostly 
former Royal Marines. 

Nobody in the anti-piracy effort believes that a return to 
the epidemic levels of the past is likely, but some worry that 
complacency could allow the pirates to make a limited 
comeback. The shipping industry is in recession and under 
huge cost pressure. Defence budgets are under strain, too: the 
political will to support constant naval patrolling in the Indian 
Ocean may weaken. As Admiral Rix notes: “The pirates’ 
business model is still attractive. It would be naive to think 
that the current low level of activity suggests that they have 
found something else to do.” 

Return to Index 
 
 

MMIIDDEEAASSTT::  
4. Senators Mull Tougher Iran Sanctions 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 09 NOV 12) ... Bradley Klapper 

WASHINGTON -- Lawmakers are working on a set of 
new and unprecedented Iran sanctions that could prevent the 
Islamic republic from doing business with most of the world 
until it agrees to international constraints on its nuclear 
program, officials say. 

The bipartisan financial and trade restrictions amount to a 
"complete sanctions regime" against Tehran, according to one 
congressional aide involved in the process. But it could put the 
Obama administration in a difficult position with allies who 

are still trading with Iran, but whom the U.S. needs if it is to 
secure a peaceful solution to the Iranian nuclear standoff. 

On Thursday, in its first foreign policy announcement 
since the president's re-election, the administration targeted 
four Iranian officials and five organizations with sanctions for 
jamming satellite broadcasts and blocking Internet access for 
Iranian citizens. 

But the measures that Sen. Mark Kirk, R-Ill., and Sen. 
Robert Menendez, D-N.J., want to attach to a defense bill 
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would be far more sweeping. They would target everything 
from Iranian assets overseas to all foreign goods that the 
country imports, building on the tough sanctions package 
against Tehran's oil industry that the two lawmakers pushed 
through earlier this year, congressional aides and people 
involved in the process said. Those earlier measures already 
have cut Iran's petroleum exports in half and hobbled its 
economy. 

Yet even as the value of its currency has dropped 
precipitously against the dollar in a year, sparking an 
economic depression and massive public discontent, Iran's 
leadership has yet to bite on an offer from world powers for an 
easing of sanctions in exchange for several compromises over 
its nuclear program. To break the logjam, the administration is 
brainstorming ways to make the offer more attractive for the 
Iranians without granting any new concessions that would 
reward the regime for its intransigence, according to 
administration officials who spoke on condition of anonymity 
because they weren't authorized to speak publicly on the 
matter. 

Escalating the sanctions, the measure's supporters say, 
could accelerate the point to which the Iranian economy is 
bankrupt, forcing Ayatollah Ali Khamenei to give ground in 
the nuclear negotiations. Supporters say they hope Iran's oil-
inflated foreign currency reserves are depleted before it has 
the capacity to produce nuclear weapons-grade material, 
which Israel and others say could be as soon as August 2013. 

The United States and other world powers have been 
trying to gauge whether a negotiated solution is possible with 
Iran. Washington and many of its European and Arab partners 
fear Iran is trying to develop nuclear warheads, even if Iran 
insists that the program is solely designed for peaceful energy 
and medical research purposes. The Obama administration 
says military options should only be a last resort and has 
pressed Israel to hold off on any plans for a pre-emptive strike 
against Iran's nuclear facilities. 

But tensions between the U.S. and Iran remain high, a fact 
underlined by the Pentagon's revelation Thursday that an 
Iranian military plane fired on, but missed, an unarmed U.S. 
drone aircraft a week ago. The incident occurred in 
international airspace over the Persian Gulf, Pentagon 
spokesman George Little said. 

Despite no progress in the nuclear talks, administration 
officials say the contours of any diplomatic solution are clear: 
U.S., European and other international sanctions would be 
eased if Iran halts its enrichment of uranium that is getting 
closer to weapons-grade, ships out its existing stockpile of 
such uranium and suspends operations at its underground 
Fordo facility. 

The sanctions being considered by Kirk, Menendez and 
others represent the flip side to increased engagement but don't 
necessarily work against the administration's effort. They 
could, in fact, be an effective threat of even worse economic 
pressure to come that Obama's negotiators can use against 
Tehran. 

Whereas last year's sanctions went after oil exports, Iran's 
primary source of revenue, the new approach focuses on the 
agricultural, industrial and consumer goods the country 
imports to ensure manufacturing capacity and the basic 
functioning of its economy, the congressional aides and others 
involved said. 

Companies from Europe, Asia and elsewhere selling 
machinery and other products to Iran would have to stop or 
face being cut off from the U.S. market. Banks whose clients 
are making transactions with Iran would face a similar penalty 
if they don't break off relations. And Iranian assets in financial 
institutions overseas would have to be frozen. 

There would be exemptions. The plan envisioned by Kirk 
and other senators wouldn't affect food, medicine and 
democracy-promotion goods such as communications 
equipment, officials said. The 20 countries that have been 
granted exemptions by the Obama administration to purchase 
decreasing levels of petroleum from Iran would be permitted 
to continue doing so. 

Kirk prefers providing no new waiver authority for the 
administration that might allow Germany, for example, to 
continue selling machine tools or China to continue exporting 
cheap merchandise to Iran as long as they make significant 
reductions in the total value of their transactions. The 
administration likely would demand such flexibility so it can 
persuade its international partners to get on board, as it did 
with the petroleum sanctions. Menendez and others in the 
Senate are considering how to provide them that flexibility, 
people familiar with the different plans said. 

Congress has overwhelmingly backed previous efforts by 
Kirk and Menendez, but the fate of the Senate's defense policy 
bill is uncertain. 

Democrats and Republicans have pressed for the Senate 
to take it up in the lame-duck session that begins Tuesday, but 
Majority Leader Harry Reid, D-Nev., wants both sides to 
agree on limiting the number of amendments, which could 
exceed 100. It's unclear whether the two parties can reach 
agreement. As an alternative, the Senate may simply vote on a 
pared-back, noncontroversial bill that has been worked out in 
advance with the House. 

Mark Dubowitz, a sanctions expert and executive director 
of the Foundation for Defense of Democracies, described the 
wider economic offensive against Iran as much-needed. 
Existing sanctions have done damage but Iran still has enough 
in reserves to remain solvent until mid-2014, well after Tehran 
could cross the "red line" of nuclear progress as outlined by 
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and embraced by 
some in Congress. 

Even if Iran's petroleum exports have declined to 1 
million barrels a day from last year's level of 2.5 million 
barrels a day, Dubowitz said, the government would pull in 
$37 billion in revenue next year - assuming a market rate of 
about $100 a barrel. "We're still a long way from an economic 
cripple date," he cautioned. 

Return to Index 
 

5. Iran Hints At Possible New Delay In Atom Power Plant's Operation 
(REUTERS 08 NOV 12) 

DUBAI -- Iran's first nuclear power plant will become 
fully operational by early 2013, its energy minister was quoted 

as saying, more than two months after Russia said it was up 
and running normally following decades of delay. 
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The plant near the town of Bushehr on Iran's Gulf coast is 
a symbol of what Tehran says is its peaceful nuclear 
ambitions. The West suspects the Islamic Republic is seeking 
to develop a nuclear weapons capability and imposed tough 
sanctions on it. 

However, the Bushehr reactor is not considered a serious 
proliferation threat by nuclear inspectors. Their main concern 
is focused on sites where Iran enriches nuclear fuel, in 
defiance of U.N. Security Council resolutions demanding it 
stop. 

The reason for the apparent discrepancy on the status of 
Bushehr was not made clear in the comments by Energy 
Minister Najid Namjou, in a report carried by the English-
language Iran Daily on Thursday, or whether it meant any new 
delay for the Russian-built complex. 

Russian builder NIAEP - part of state nuclear corporation 
Rosatom - last month said that Bushehr would be formally 
"handed over for use" to Iran in March 2013, whereas earlier 
officials had said that would happen by the end of this year. 

It was plugged into Iran's national grid in September 
2011, apparently ending a protracted delay and suspicions that 
Moscow was using the project as a diplomatic lever. In August 
this year, Rosatom said it was fully operational. 

Namjou was quoted in a report by Iran's semi-official Fars 
News Agency, published by Iran Daily, as saying the 1,000-
megawatt plant would go "into operation with maximum 
power generation capacity" within the next two months. 

"The final tests of the Bushehr nuclear power plant have 
been conducted," he added. Russian officials were not 
immediately available for comment on the report. 

Last month, NIAEP director Valery Limarenko was 
quoted as saying by Russia's Interfax news agency: "We have 
taken a series of important technical engineering decisions 
which ... show that in order to do everything in a quality way, 
we have changed the (date of) the handover." He gave no 
details. 

Iran, one of the world's biggest oil producers, says 
electricity generation to serve a rapidly growing population is 
the main motivation for its nuclear activity, which adversaries 
say is really aimed at developing the means to make atom 
bombs. 

Bushehr's construction was started by Germany's Siemens 
before the 1979 Islamic Revolution and was taken over by 
Russian engineers in the 1990s. 

The United States for years urged Russia - one of six 
world powers seeking a diplomatic solution to the decade-old 
standoff over Iran's nuclear programme - to abandon the 
project, fearing it could help Tehran develop nuclear weapons. 

Those concerns were eased by an agreement under which 
Russia will supply enriched uranium for Bushehr and 
repatriate spent fuel that could be reprocessed into weapons-
grade plutonium. 

Refined uranium can be used to fuel power plants - Iran's 
stated purpose - or provide the explosive core of a nuclear 
bomb if processed further, which the West fears is the ultimate 
aim. 
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6. Syrian President Warns West Against Military Intervention 
In interview, Assad says price tag will be ‘too big,’ refuses to leave country 
(WASHINGTON POST 09 NOV 12) ... Babak Dehghanpisheh 

Syrian President Bashar al-Assad issued a stark warning 
Thursday to Western nations that may be thinking of 
intervening militarily in the bloody conflict that has devastated 
the country. 

“I think the price of this invasion, if it happened, is going 
too big, more than the whole world can afford,” Assad said in 
an interview with the Russia Today news channel. “We are the 
last stronghold of secularism and stability in the region and 
coexistence … it will have a domino effect that will affect the 
world from the Atlantic to the Pacific, and you know the 
implication on the rest of the world.” 

He added, “I don’t think the West is going in that regard, 
but if they do so, nobody can tell what’s next.” 

A brief video clip and transcript of the interview were 
posted on the Russia Today Web site Thursday, and the 
channel will air the full interview Friday. 

The Russian government has strongly supported Assad 
despite widespread international criticism of his regime, and 
that may have played a role in the news channel getting the 
interview. It was not clear where it took place. 

In the video, Assad, wearing a gray suit and blue shirt, 
appeared calm and spoke in English. It was the first time that 
images of the beleaguered Syrian president have been 
broadcast since he attended a Friday prayer session for the 
Muslim Eid al-Adha holiday on Oct. 26. 

In the interview, Assad said he had no plans to leave 
Syria. His comments appeared to address a statement by 

British Prime Minister David Cameron, who said in an 
interview Tuesday that Assad could be allowed safe passage 
out of the country in return for ending the conflict so that a 
safe transition of power could get underway. 

“I am not a puppet,” Assad said. “I was not made by the 
West to go to the West or to any other country. I am Syrian, I 
was made in Syria, I have to live in Syria and die in Syria.” 

The president’s refusal to leave the country is certain to 
prolong the nearly 20-month-old conflict, which opposition 
activists say has left at least 35,000 dead. 

Fighting raged in at least half a dozen cities across the 
country Thursday, leaving 90 dead, according to the Syrian 
Observatory for Human Rights. 

The rebel Free Syrian Army also posted a statement 
online asserting that one of its units in Damascus, the capital, 
kidnapped the son of Rustam Ghazali, the head of military 
intelligence. 

Meanwhile, Syrian opposition members met in Doha on 
Thursday to discuss an initiative aimed at forming a broader 
and more inclusive opposition group that could form a 
transitional government. 

Qatar’s prime minister, Hamad Bin Jasim al-Thani, 
attended the meeting, as did Turkish Foreign Minister Ahmet 
Davutoglu, Arab League chief Nabil Elaraby and diplomatic 
representatives from a number of countries, including the 
United States, Britain, France and Germany. 
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In Washington, State Department spokeswoman Victoria 
Nuland said, “We would like to see what the Syrian people 
would like to see and what they’ve been calling for, which is a 
political structure that’s broadly representative of all of the 
groups and the regions of Syria, that is better connected to the 
situation on the ground.” 

Some observers see an urgent need for the Syrian 
opposition, as well as its international supporters, to act now. 

“Three or four months from now, the situation is going to 
be more complex,” said Salman Shaikh, director of the 
Brookings Doha Center. “I really am quite worried that we 
will lose Syria for a generation.” 
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7. UN Warns Of Escalating Humanitarian Need In Syria 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 09 NOV 12) ... Edith M. Lederer 

UNITED NATIONS -- The United Nations is warning 
that the number of people inside Syria needing humanitarian 
aid could rise sharply from 2.5 million now to 4 million by 
early next year if the civil war grinds on at its current deadly 
pace. 

John Ging, operations director for the U.N. humanitarian 
office, said the U.N. is also projecting that a failure to end the 
fighting will lead to an increase in the number of Syrians 
fleeing to neighboring countries, from almost 400,000 at 
present to around 700,000 in early 2013. 

Ging spoke in an interview ahead of Friday's fifth Syria 
Humanitarian Forum in Geneva where between 350 and 400 
representatives of governments, international organizations 
and aid groups will hear reports on the sharply deteriorating 
humanitarian situation in Syria. 

"People need to be aware of just how desperate the 
situation is inside Syria for the people there, how unbearable it 
is, and how they are suffering and falling into ever deeper 
despair and humanitarian need," Ging said. "It's just getting a 
lot worse very rapidly for the ordinary people." 

At the moment, he said, the U.N. and other aid 
organizations are only able to reach 1.5 million of the 2.5 
million people in need of assistance inside Syria - and one of 
the reasons is funding. 

Ging said the humanitarian program for Syrians still 
inside the country, and the program for Syrian refugees in 
camps in Turkey, Jordan, Lebanon and other neighboring 
countries, are both "seriously underfunded," with donors 
providing less than 50 percent of the amount needed. 

As of Nov. 2, the U.N. appeal for $348 million to provide 
food, water and other humanitarian aid for those inside Syria 
had received $157 million - just 45 percent of the requirement. 
Ging said about half the aid is being delivered to conflict areas 
and half to those who have fled to safer areas inside the 
country. 

As of Oct. 23, the U.N. refugee agency said its appeal for 
$488 million to help Syrian refugees was only about a third 
funded. 

"This is putting an unsustainable burden on first and 
foremost the neighboring states," Ging said in the interview 
Wednesday before heading to Geneva. "There isn't a fair 
burden sharing with those countries who have so generously 
opened their borders and allowed those hundreds of thousands 
of people to flee. They are carrying the lion's share of the 
financial cost." 

Ging said a key message at Friday's meeting will be an 
appeal for a broader base of donors to share the financial 
burden, especially to the wealthy Gulf states. 

The big funders currently are the European Union, the 
United States, Britain, Germany, Russia, Norway, Australia, 
Canada, Sweden and Switzerland, he said. 

There are no major donors from Muslim countries, but 
Ging said he hopes that will change since he is co-chairing 
Friday's meeting with the EU, the Arab League and the 
Organization of Islamic Cooperation. 

The U.N. will also be making "a big push and a big 
appeal to convert the rhetoric of concern for the plight of the 
Syrian people into more concerted and effective political 
action to end the conflict, because that is what is creating the 
humanitarian consequences," Ging said. 

Peter Maurer, head of the Geneva-based International 
Committee of the Red Cross, said Wednesday his organization 
can't cope with some of Syria's humanitarian needs despite its 
improved operations in the country because of the expanding 
conflict. 

Activists say the 20-month civil war has killed more than 
36,000 people and forced hundreds of thousands from their 
homes. 
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AAFFGGHHAANNIISSTTAANN::  
8. As U.S. Helicopters Pull Out, Donkeys Step In 
American drawdown means shortage of high-tech tools for local troops 
(WASHINGTON POST 09 NOV 12) ... Kevin Seiff 

PECH VALLEY, Afghanistan — Before U.S. forces 
arrived here in the mountains of eastern Afghanistan, the 
instruments of war were rudimentary things: mud-brick 
outposts and aging Kalashnikovs. The American invasion 
brought with it a shiny arsenal of 21st-century technology, 
including advanced helicopters to navigate the treacherous 
landscape. 

But as the U.S. military drawdown continues, the sky is 
emptying of the foreign aircraft that have kept remote outposts 
stocked with food, water and weaponry. Afghan troops are 
being handed the outposts, but not the sleek helicopters that 
have soared overhead, delivering supplies. 

Afghans searching for a substitute have found an ancient 
solution: the plodding, dutiful animals that have navigated 
these high and frigid mountain passes for centuries. 



 11

“Donkeys are the Afghan helicopter,” said Col. Abdul 
Nasseeri, an Afghan battalion commander here in Konar 
province. 

Already, hundreds of donkeys are sustaining the bases 
that Americans built, fought to defend and, eventually, left. 
The shift underscores the vast gulf separating U.S. and Afghan 
forces, and the inevitable technological regression that will 
occur once American troops leave. 

The hopeful take of U.S. officials is that this is the kind of 
“Afghan sustainable” approach that, though not ideal, will 
endure even as Western funding tapers off. But Afghan 
leaders aren’t happy. After a decade of joint operations and 
exposure to cutting-edge technology, they want their military 
to look like the American one they have seen up close. U.S. 
officials say that is impractical and financially un-realistic. 

The United States has spent more than $50 billion on 
Afghan security forces in the past decade, carrying one of the 
world’s poorest armies into modernity. The money bought 
new vehicles and guns for the Afghan army. 

But now, as U.S. troops leave the war against insurgents 
to Afghan soldiers and police, American officials are deciding 
which bases and resources will be handed over to 
Afghanistan’s security forces, and which will be destroyed or 
shipped back to the United States. It’s a contentious issue that 
Afghan commanders and their U.S. advisers discuss every 
day. 

Afghans want night-vision goggles, which Americans 
have refused to buy. They want more heavy weaponry and 
equipment to detect explosives. American commanders say 
those requests are too costly and not essential to the mission. 

More than anything, Afghan soldiers want helicopters. As 
of now, they have 31, a far cry from the vast fleet maintained 
by the U.S. forces. Without any assurance that the Americans 
will give them more, a frustrated President Hamid Karzai 
threatened to acquire aircraft from non-NATO countries. 

With the U.S. choppers on their way out, the donkey trade 
has risen steadily. The animals, many of which have been 
redirected from farm labor to military duty, transport 
everything that soldiers need, from rice to ammunition. 

Last week, when U.S. troops visited a mountain outpost 
manned by Afghan soldiers, they saw two Afghan teenagers 
leading four donkeys. Each animal carried 10 gallons of water. 
The key fighting position, the Americans learned, was 
sustained exclusively by donkey. 

“You are the richest and most powerful country in the 
world. Of course you can afford helicopters. The best we can 
do is donkeys,” said 16-year-old Qamuddin, one of the donkey 
handlers. Like many Afghans, he uses only one name. 
“Without donkeys, there would be no Afghan army.” 

Unpaid Donkey Contracts 
But even a solution as seemingly simple and sustainable 

as donkey supply convoys has become subject to corruption 
and incompetence, an emblem of the logistical problems 
plaguing the Afghan army. Just as Afghans are preparing to 
inherit dozens of bases, all of which will require donkeys for 
daily or weekly rations, the funding to pay donkey contractors 
has disappeared. The Afghan army’s relatively modern 
bureaucracy has proven incapable of acquiring even ancient 
tools. 

Some contractors, mostly local farmers, haven’t been paid 
for more than a year. In the volatile Pech Valley, where many 

key strategic outposts have for years been supplied by U.S. 
aircraft, Qamuddin said he has been waiting nine months for 
payment. He’s thinking about quitting. 

“We need more water!” Afghan Col. Ashraf yelled when 
Qamuddin arrived at the outpost with his donkeys last week. 

“Well, then I need a new contract!” Qamuddin replied. 
For their part, U.S. advisers have devoted much of their 

time to solving the problem of the unpaid donkey contractors 
— an unexpected puzzle for military leaders typically focused 
on the machinations of modern warfare. 

“Who knew that the end of this war would boil down to 
donkey contracts?” said Lt. Col. Brandon Newton, 
commander of Task Force Lethal Warrior in Konar. “I wasn’t 
trained for this.” 

Some American military advisers acknowledge the irony 
of being deployed to one of the most dangerous parts of 
Afghanistan only to negotiate donkey contracts. But the 
“Donkey Problem,” as it has become known in some U.S. 
military circles, has prompted much ire and urgency because a 
failure to solve it could result in a paralysis of operations at 
key outposts. 

“If you lose the outposts, the Taliban have an open door 
to walk right in,” said Sgt. Travis Washington, part of the U.S. 
military advisory team in Konar. 

Systemic Problem 
On some bases in the province, U.S. commanders have 

donated prepared meals to their Afghan counterparts so they 
can be sold and the proceeds used to pay donkey contractors. 
Others have allowed Afghans to open small stores on bases 
and use the profits to pay contractors. 

But the systemic problem remains largely unaddressed: 
Somewhere between the Afghan Ministry of Defense and far-
flung platoons, funding allocated for resupplying bases has 
vanished. Donkeys aren’t the only part of the operation 
affected. Fuel, spare parts and weapons often don’t make it to 
the troops. 

A report released this month by the special inspector 
general for Afghanistan reconstruction highlighted the scale of 
the problem. 

“The Afghan government will likely be incapable of fully 
sustaining ANSF [Afghan National Security Forces] facilities 
after the transition in 2014 and the expected decrease in U.S. 
and coalition support,” the report said. It cited “deficient 
budgeting, procurement, and supply systems.” 

Across Konar, donkey contractors say they are on the 
verge of abandoning their ties with the Afghan military. 

“I suspect my money has come through, but a 
commander, soldier or senior officer is using it for his own 
business,” said Ghiasuddin, a donkey owner in the province. 
Four of his donkeys have been killed on resupply missions — 
two by insurgent shellings and two after falling down a rock 
face. 

Ironically, the last American military unit with a 
permanent team of donkeys was based in Fort Carson, Colo., 
where Newton’s battalion is stationed. But it was retired in 
1956, even before the unit’s senior officers were born. 

“I wish I had the donkeys to give them, but I don’t,” 
Newton said. “This is something they’re going to have to get 
right.” 
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9. Drone War In Afghanistan Peaks As Human Troops Withdraw 
(DANGER ROOM (WIRED) 09 NOV 12) ... Noah Shachtman 

Forget Pakistan, Yemen, Somalia, and all the other secret 
warzones. The real center of the U.S. drone campaign is on the 
hottest battlefield of all: Afghanistan. 

The American military has launched 333 drone strikes 
this year in Afghanistan. That’s not only the highest total ever, 
according to U.S. Air Force statistics. It’s essentially the same 
number of robotic attacks in Pakistan since the CIA-led 
campaign there began nearly eight years ago. In the last 30 
days, there have been three reported strikes in Yemen. In 
Afghanistan, that’s just an average day’s worth of remotely 
piloted attacks. And the increased strikes come as the rest of 
the war in Afghanistan is slowing down. 

The secret drone campaigns have drawn the most scrutiny 
because of the legal, geopolitical, and ethical questions they 
raise. But it’s worth remembering that the rise of the flying 
robots is largely occurring in the open, on an acknowledged 
battlefield where the targets are largely unquestioned and the 
attending issues aren’t nearly as fraught. 

“The difference between the Afghan operation and the 
ones operations in Pakistan and elsewhere come down to the 
fundamental differences between open military campaigns and 
covert campaigns run by the intelligence community. It shapes 
everything from the level of transparency to the command and 
control to the rules of engagements to the process and 
consequences if an air strike goes wrong,” e-mails Peter W. 
Singer, who runs the Brookings Institution’s 21st Century 
Defense Initiative. (Full disclosure: I have a non-resident 
fellowship there.) “This is why the military side has been far 
less controversial, and thus why many have pushed for it to 
play a greater role as the strikes slowly morphed from isolated, 
covert events into a regularized air war.” 

The military has 61 Predator and Reaper “combat air 
patrols,” each with three or four robotic planes. The CIA’s 
inventory is believed to be just a fraction of that: 30 to 35 
drones total, although there is thought to be some overlap 
between the military and intelligence agency fleets. The 
Washington Post reported last month that the CIA is looking 
for another 10 drones as the unmanned aerial vehicles (UAVs) 
become more and more central to the agency’s worldwide 
counterterror campaign. 

In Pakistan, those drones are flown with a wink and a 
nod, to avoid the perception of violating national sovereignty. 
In Yemen, the robots go after men just because they fit a 
profile of what the U.S. believes a terrorist to be. In both 
countries, people are considered legitimate targets if they 

happen to be male and young and in the wrong place at the 
wrong time. The White House keeps a “matrix” on who merits 
robotic death, and Congress is essentially kept in the dark 
about the whole thing. 

None of these statements is true about the drone war in 
Afghanistan, where strikes are ordered by a local commander, 
overseen by military lawyers, conducted with the (sometimes 
reluctant) blessing of the Kabul government, and used almost 
entirely to help troops under fire. The UAVs aren’t flown to 
dodge issues of sovereignty or to avoid traditional military 
assets. They’re used because they work better — staying in the 
sky longer than traditional aircraft and employing more 
advanced sensors to make sure the targets they hit are legit. 

The U.S. military is now launching more drone strikes — 
an average of 33 per month — than at any moment in the 11 
years of the Afghan conflict. It’s a major escalation from just 
last year, when the monthly average was 24.5. And it’s 
happening while the rest of the American war effort is 
winding down: There are 34,000 fewer American troops than 
there were in 2010; U.S. casualties are down 40 percent from 
2010′s toll; militant attacks are off by about a quarter; civilian 
deaths have declined a bit from their awful peak. 

Even the overall air war is shrinking. Surveillance sorties 
are down, from an average of 3,183 per month last year to 
2,954 in 2012. So are missions in which U.S. aircraft fire their 
weapons. That used to happen 450 times per month on average 
in 2011. This year, the monthly total has dropped to 360. 

In other words, drone strikes in Afghanistan now make up 
about 9 percent of the overall total of aerial attacks. Last year, 
it was a little more than 5 percent. The UAVs are growing in 
importance while the rest of the military is receding. 

“The numbers are yet another powerful data point 
illustrating the fact that unmanned systems are here and they 
are here to stay. They show their growing use, even as overall 
air strikes go down,” e-mails Singer, who first noticed the 
drone strike increase. 

When Barack Obama began his first term in the White 
House, many in his administration pushed for keeping the 
number of troops in Afghanistan relatively small while 
boosting the number of drone strikes. At the time, Obama 
decided to go in a different direction. But now, as he gets set 
for the start of his second term, the president appears ready to 
embrace his internal critics, and leave Afghanistan to the 
robots. 
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AASSIIAA  ––  PPAACCIIFFIICC::  
10. China Signals More Active Role In World Affairs 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 09 NOV 12) ... Louise Watt 

BEIJING -- China's four-point plan for Syria is a rare 
foray into international mediation for the rising power, a sign 
that Beijing's increasingly global economic interests can trump 
its traditional hands-off diplomacy. 

Outgoing President Hu Jintao, in his agenda-setting report 
this week at a Communist Party gathering to choose the 

coming decade's leadership, signaled China's intent to step out 
more on the world stage. 

Hu said China would "get more actively involved in 
international affairs, play its due role of a major responsible 
country," while underlining Beijing's deep sensitivity to 
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matters of sovereignty and its rejection of "any foreign attempt 
to subvert the legitimate government of any other countries." 

China's foreign minister introduced the plan for a political 
solution to the Syria conflict to U.N.-Arab League special 
envoy to Syria, Lakhdar Brahimi, during his visit to Beijing 
last week. 

It calls for a phased, region-by-region cease-fire; the 
appointment of representatives to negotiate a political 
resolution while maintaining "the continuity and effectiveness 
of Syria's governmental institutions;" international support for 
Brahimi's efforts; and steps by the international community to 
ease the country's humanitarian crisis. 

The U.N. has welcomed the effort, but there hasn't been 
much international discussion of it. Observers have found it 
vague, and likely aimed at bolstering China's reputation 
following criticism of its moves to join Russia in blocking 
U.N. resolutions aimed at ending Syria's bloodshed, including 
calls for Syrian leader Bashar Assad to step down. 

China's proposal leaves open the possibility of Assad 
staying on in a power-sharing agreement, and does not 
significantly add to past peace plans that have failed. 

"But then this statement isn't so much about setting 
forward a concrete proposal for action as about the messaging 
that underpins it," said Sarah Raine, a consulting fellow for 
Chinese foreign and security policy at the International 
Institute for Strategic Studies. "It has become increasingly 
clear that Beijing is worried about the reputational damage its 
relative intransigence on Syria has been doing to other 
important relationships, in particular in the Middle East." 

The 20-month crisis in Syria pitting Assad's government 
forces against a fractured opposition has so far defied the trend 
of other Arab Spring uprisings that have seen authoritarian 

leaders ousted, exiled or killed. Assad is determined to stay in 
power and has vowed never to leave Syria, leaving world 
leaders to look for a solution. 

If Assad were to step down, "China will surely accept 
that," said Li Weijian, a Middle East studies scholar at the 
Shanghai Institute for Foreign Studies. However, "China 
believes it's not up to the international community to judge the 
legitimacy of the government or the leader of a country." 

China's move may be mostly about improving its standing 
in the Middle East, where it is a major buyer of petroleum - 
not from Syria, but from countries such as Saudi Arabia and 
Iran. 

In recent decades, China has kept a low-profile in global 
affairs, abiding by a policy of non-interference in the affairs of 
other countries. Having used the military against its own 
citizens in 1989 and facing accusations of ethnic oppression in 
Tibet and Xinjiang, China is wary of approving any 
interventions that might set precedents for intervention in its 
own affairs. 

"Nonetheless they are realizing you can't just say you 
can't interfere," said Roderic Wye of London-based think tank 
Chatham House. "There are consequences in the real world for 
people living in countries and China is beginning to realize 
China needs to take account of that." 

Li, the Shanghai-based scholar, said he sees no 
contradiction in China's principle of non-intervention and 
playing a bigger role on the world stage. 

"Non-intervention doesn't mean paying no attention," he 
said. "On the one hand, we should adhere to the non-inference 
policy. On the other hand we want to play a bigger role in 
international affairs as a big responsible country. Sometimes, 
it's hard to differentiate between the two things." 
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11. China 'To Be A Maritime Power 
'Hu says nation must enhance its capacity 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 09 NOV 12) 

BEIJING--China yesterday stressed its intention to 
become a “maritime power” in line with its economic clout, as 
US President Barack Obama prepares to return to Asia amid 
regional anxiety at Beijing’s rise. 

Against a backdrop of simmering territorial disputes with 
its neighbours, President Hu Jintao indicated China would 
continue to assert its disputed claims to maritime territories as 
he addressed the ruling Communist Party’s congress 
yesterday. 

“We should enhance our capacity for exploiting marine 
resources, resolutely safeguard China’s maritime rights and 
interests, and build China into a maritime power,” Mr Hu said 
in his speech to more than 2,200 delegates in Beijing. 

His comments were likely to fuel alarm among China’s 
neighbours, some of whom have watched warily as Beijing 
builds up its military amid offshore disputes. Beijing’s 
sovereignty row with Tokyo over Japanese-controlled islands 
in the East China Sea has chilled relations, while tensions with 
the Philippines and Vietnam have flared in the South China 
Sea. 

Japan urged China to use its sea power peacefully. “It is 
not surprising to hear leaders [in China] speak about their 
intention to engage in maritime activities,” a Foreign Ministry 

spokeswoman said in Tokyo. “But those activities must be 
carried out in a peaceful manner based on international law.” 

Mr Hu said China was committed to a peaceful foreign 
policy but must continue a military build-up that has seen 
huge sums poured into developing fighting capacities. Citing 
“interwoven problems affecting its survival”, he said China 
must build a “strong national defence and powerful armed 
forces that are commensurate with China’s international 
standing”. 

Mr Hu called for China in particular to step up the 
military’s technological abilities, saying its most important 
task was to be able to “win a local war in an information age”. 
Military analysts say China’s armed forces are far weaker than 
those of the United States and will remain so for some time. 

But there is concern in Asian countries over Beijing’s 
military intentions, worries likely to loom in the background 
of an East Asian summit in Cambodia this month. 

The newly re-elected Mr Obama, who has refocused 
America’s strategic attention on the Pacific in a policy seen by 
many in China as a challenge, is expected to attend the 
meeting. 

Michael Pillsbury, former head of policy planning for the 
US Defence Department, said he was surprised by Mr Hu’s 
comments. 
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“China is entitled to a legitimate military modernisation 
programme, but the US and the neighbours still cannot get a 
straight answer about how large Beijing’s new navy will be,” 
he said. 

“Now President Hu seems to be calling for a major 
buildup, but again he gives us no details.” 

China is developing a wide range of new weapons, 
putting its first aircraft carrier into active service in 
September. It unveiled its second stealth fighter earlier this 
month. 
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12. Obama To Visit Myanmar As Part Of First Postelection Overseas Trip To Asia 
(NEW YORK TIMES 09 NOV 12) ... Peter Baker 

WASHINGTON — President Obama will make Asia his 
first overseas destination since his re-election, with a trip this 
month that is to include a historic visit to Myanmar and 
underscore his desire to reorient American foreign policy 
more toward the Pacific during his second term. 

The White House announced on Thursday that the newly 
re-elected Mr. Obama would head to an annual international 
economic summit meeting in Cambodia and stop in Thailand 
and Myanmar. No sitting American president has visited either 
Myanmar, formerly known as Burma, or Cambodia, allowing 
Mr. Obama to reinforce his commitment to the region. 

The trip fits into a larger geopolitical chess game by the 
Obama administration, which has sought to counter rising 
Chinese assertiveness by engaging its neighbors. China was 
Myanmar’s main international patron during the final years of 
military rule there, and the long-isolated country’s opening to 
the West comes amid a popular backlash against Beijing’s 
perceived influence and its role in extracting natural resources. 

But the planned trip drew criticism from human rights 
advocates who worried that a presidential visit to Myanmar as 
it moves toward democracy was premature given its 
continuing insurgency, ethnic violence and detention of 
political prisoners. Likewise, some in Congress expressed 
concern that Mr. Obama’s stop in Cambodia not be seen as 
validating a harsh authoritarian government that has cracked 
down on dissidents. 

The trip from Nov. 17 to 20 will be a quick one, squeezed 
in just before Thanksgiving, as Mr. Obama focuses most of his 
energy on confronting tax and spending issues that must be 
addressed by the end of the year and rebuilding his team for 
the next four years. The White House said that while in the 
region, the president would discuss “a broad range of issues,” 
including economics, security and human rights. 

The most symbolically potent part of the trip will be the 
stop in Yangon, where Mr. Obama will meet with the two 
driving forces behind Myanmar’s dramatic emergence from 
decades of military dictatorship, President Thein Sein, who 
came to power last year, and Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, the 
Nobel Peace Prize-winning opposition leader freed from house 
arrest and allowed to run for and win a seat in Parliament. 

Mr. Obama met with Ms. Aung San Suu Kyi when she 
visited Washington in September, and he has eased sanctions 
to encourage the evolution in Myanmar. But critics said he 
was going too far by rewarding Yangon with a visit of his own 
without extracting additional concrete progress like freedom 
for hundreds of political prisoners still held there. 

“This is an incredibly delicate process that’s still at a very 
early stage,” said Tom Malinowski, the Washington director 
of Human Rights Watch. “It would have been better, I think, 
to reserve some leverage before the incredibly difficult 
decisions that the government has yet to make.” He added, “It 
would not be a good thing if the president leaves Burma and 
there are still political prisoners there.” 

The Assistance Association for Political Prisoners 
(Burma), an advocacy group, lists 283 political prisoners 
whose whereabouts it has verified, and said that even as the 
government has released many others, it has detained more 
activists arbitrarily. During a visit last winter, Secretary of 
State Hillary Rodham Clinton seemed to say that additional 
relationship building seemed to depend on the release of the 
prisoners. “That would have to be resolved before we could 
take some of the steps that we would be willing to take,” she 
said then. 

The U.S. Campaign for Burma, an exile group that has 
been critical of the government, urged Mr. Obama to cancel 
the trip. “This government has continuously failed its own 
responsibilities in serving the people of Burma,” said Aung 
Din, the group’s director and a former student activist who 
fled a bloody crackdown by the military in 1988. 

Others disagreed. “It’s a good time to show American 
support for what has taken place,” said Gordon Hein, vice 
president of the Asia Foundation, a nongovernmental 
organization that is returning to Myanmar 50 years after being 
forced out. “It’s true there’s still unfinished business to be 
done in the reform process, but if one waited until every major 
issue was successfully resolved, that would be a long wait for 
any country.” 

In a similar vein, the Cambodia stop has generated 
concern. Mr. Obama is visiting Phnom Penh to attend a 
meeting of the leaders of the Association of Southeast Asian 
Nations. A bipartisan group of 12 members of Congress sent 
Mr. Obama a letter on Oct. 31 saying they saw the value of 
attending but urging him to condemn human rights violations 
by the government of Prime Minister Hun Sen, who has held 
power for 27 years. 

The prime minister’s party “uses various forms of 
coercion, including violence and manipulation of national 
institutions, to limit the freedoms of ordinary citizens,” said 
the letter, whose authors included Senator John McCain of 
Arizona, a conservative Republican, and Senator Barbara 
Boxer of California, a liberal Democrat. 

Helene Cooper contributed reporting from Washington, 
and Thomas Fuller from Bangkok. 
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13. Pentagon Chief To Visit Australia, Thailand And Cambodia 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 08 NOV 12) 

U.S. Defense Secretary Leon Panetta will travel to 
Australia, Thailand and Cambodia next week as part of 
America's strategic tilt to the Asia-Pacific, even as crises in the 
Middle East demand the Pentagon's attention and resources. 

In a week-long trip starting Sunday, Panetta will head to 
Perth, for an annual U.S.-Australia meeting of ministers that 
will include Secretary of State Hillary Clinton, the U.S. 
military's top officer, General Martin Dempsey, and the head 
of Pacific Command, Admiral Samuel Locklear, officials said 
Thursday. 

The summit comes after the arrival of U.S. Marine and 
Air Force units to northern Australia, billed as evidence of an 
American "rebalance" towards the Pacific after a decade of 
ground wars in Iraq and Afghanistan. 

The talks will "provide an opportunity to review the 
alliance's progress on successful Marine Corps and Air Force 
deployments to northern Australia and to discuss the next 
steps in this important cooperation," Pentagon spokesman 
George Little told reporters. 

In his fourth trip to the region since June, Panetta "looks 
forward to this opportunity to further advance our long-term 
strategy of rebalancing toward the Asia-Pacific," Little said. 

After Australia, Panetta will fly to Thailand, the first visit 
by a Pentagon chief since 2008, before heading to Cambodia 
where he will join 10 counterparts at a meeting of the 
Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN). 

Panetta will stress "the importance of ASEAN unity for 
regional stability," Little said. 

The United States, anxious about China's growing 
military power and assertive stance on territorial disputes in 
the South China Sea and elsewhere, has backed calls from 
some nations in the region for a "code of conduct" designed to 
avoid clashes over potentially resource-rich waters. 

Regional divisions about how to handle China on the 
issue prevented ASEAN members from issuing a joint 
statement after a July summit in Phnom Penh, the first such 
impasse in its 45-year history. 

The United States has sought to reassure allies in the 
region that Washington will sustain and expand its military 
presence, but some partners question if the Americans have 
the financial means to back up the vow given fiscal pressures 
at home. The Pentagon has already deployed additional 
aircraft and naval ships to the Middle East amid tensions with 
Iran. 

Panetta's tour of Asia reflected his belief that U.S. 
security and prosperity were tied to the Asia-Pacific region, 
his spokesman said. 

The secretary's trip was announced as tensions flared in 
the Middle East, with U.S. officials acknowledging that 
Iranian fighter jets intercepted an American surveillance drone 
last week over the Gulf and fired at it at least twice. 
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RRUUSSSSIIAA::  
14. Russia Hopes For U.S. Flexibility On Missile Shield 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 08 NOV 12) ... Max Seddon 

MOSCOW -- Russia expects Barack Obama to show 
more flexibility in a dispute over U.S. missile defense plans in 
Europe following his re-election as president, a top official 
said Thursday. 

The controversy over the planned missile shield has 
strained the relations between the U.S. and Russia. Moscow 
has rejected Washington's assurances that the shield is 
intended to fend off potential missile threats from Iran and 
voiced concerns that the system could threaten Russia's 
nuclear deterrent. 

In March, Obama, unaware that he was speaking on an 
open microphone, told Dmitry Medvedev, then Russia's 
president, that he would have more flexibility on the issue 
after the November election. 

Deputy Prime Minister Dmitry Rogozin appeared to be 
trying to remind Obama of his promise when he said Thursday 
that Moscow hopes that the U.S. president will listen to 
Russia's concerns about the U.S.-led NATO missile defense 
for Europe. 

"We hope that President Obama after his re-election will 
be more flexible on the issue of taking into the account the 
opinions of Russia and others regarding a future configuration 
of NATO's missile defense," Rogozin told an international 
conference in Moscow. 

Russia has urged the U.S. to provide guarantees that any 
future shield is not aimed against it and threatened to target 

elements of the U.S. shield with missiles itself if no agreement 
is reached. 

U.S. promises to inform Moscow about details of the 
shield aren't enough, Deputy Foreign Minister Sergei Ryabkov 
said Thursday, adding that Moscow will continue pushing for 
firm guarantees from Washington. 

Moscow is still keen to work with NATO countries if 
circumstances allow, however. 

The Kremlin greeted Obama's re-election enthusiastically 
- in stark contrast to Obama's conspicuous slowness to offer 
Vladimir Putin lukewarm congratulations on winning a third 
presidential term in March, after a campaign filled with anti-
U.S. rhetoric. Putin wrote Obama a telegram expressing hope 
that the two countries' relations would improve further and 
inviting Obama to visit Russia next year. 

Referring to comments that Republican challenger Mitt 
Romney had made during the campaign, Medvedev said he 
was "happy that the man who considers Russia (its) No. 1 
geopolitical foe won't be the president of this very large and 
important country." 

Former Russian Foreign Minister Igor Ivanov said he 
hoped that being on a second term will allow Obama to focus 
more on relations with Russia than Romney would have with 
his first term. 

"When people come in, the first year basically falls 
through, they work for the second one, and the third one's 
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when the re-election campaign starts - that barely leaves them time to work with others," he said. 
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PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
15. Navy Official Removed Amid Waste Allegations 
San Diego ship repair yard under investigation 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 08 NOV 12) ... Jeanette Steele 

The head of the Navy’s ship maintenance center in San 
Diego was removed Thursday following allegations of 
wasteful spending. 

A Navy spokesman wouldn’t say how much money was 
allegedly wasted, or how. The now-former commanding 
officer and several civilian workers are under investigation by 
the Navy Inspector General. 

Capt. Michael Wiegand was relieved of command of the 
Southwest Regional Maintenance Center, a ship repair facility 
at San Diego Naval Base that is responsible for intermediate-
level maintenance of more than 100 ships and submarines of 
the U.S. Pacific Fleet. 

Navy spokesman Christopher Johnson said the 
investigation “substantiated allegations of waste as a result of 
poor project management and lack of proper oversight.” 

He said that government funds were “misspent in a 
number of areas” but declined to offer any more details, 
saying that the investigation continues. 

The civilians involved have been either temporarily or 
permanently reassigned, he said. The ship repair site has 2,200 
military and civilian employees. 

This is the second apparent contracting scandal at a San 
Diego Navy maintenance facility in recent years. 

The Navy’s Southwest Fleet Readiness Center – which 
does maintenance on military aircraft at North Island Naval 
Air Station – has been rocked by federal indictments. 

Last month, a federal judge gave two former civilian 
Navy employees and three North County defense contractors 
prison sentences ranging from 18 months to more than three 

years for their roles in a years-long bribery and fraud scheme 
there. 

The sentences came in a case in which prosecutors said 
more than $1 million in gifts — including cash, gift cards for 
Home Depot, Lowe’s and the Apple store, and home-
remodeling work — was given to the Navy employees by 
contractors over six years or more. 

That case is still growing, with a fifth Navy worker 
charged in October. 

At the San Diego ship maintenance facility, the official 
reason given for Wiegand’s relief from command -- what 
amounts to a firing from a job in the Navy -- was loss of 
confidence in his ability to command. 

Capt. Mike Fulgham, the second in command, has taken 
over until a replacement is assigned. 

Wiegand, who took command in July 2010, will be 
reassigned to administrative duty. This was his third tour as an 
officer at the San Diego Naval Base maintenance yard. He 
received his Navy commission in 1985 after graduating from 
Michigan State with a degree in agricultural engineering. 

He is the second San Diego-based Navy commanding 
officer to be fired from his post in a week. 

On Friday, the skipper of the frigate Vandegrift was 
relieved of his command for demonstrating poor leadership 
and failure to ensure the proper conduct of his officers during 
a drunken September port visit in Vladivostok, Russia. 

The Navy has fired 22 commanding officers this year, 
according to a tally kept by Navy Times. 
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16. U.S. Admiral Cleared Of Misconduct In Pentagon Probe 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 08 NOV 12) ... Lolita C. Baldor 

WASHINGTON — The head of U.S. European 
Command has been cleared of misconduct after a lengthy 
Pentagon investigation into travel and expense questions that 
derailed his chances last year of becoming the Navy's top 
officer, according to senior U.S. defense officials. 

A Pentagon inspector general's report found that Adm. 
James Stavridis failed to exercise enough oversight of his staff 
and made several record-keeping and reimbursement errors, 
including for trips he took with his wife, daughter and mother. 

After reviewing the IG report, Navy Secretary Ray Mabus 
concluded that Stavridis did not misuse his office. Instead, 
Mabus attributed most of the 10 allegations to reporting and 
accounting missteps that Stavridis quickly corrected. 

"I have determined that Adm. Stavridis never attempted to 
use his public office for private gain nor did he commit 
personal misconduct," Mabus said in a memo responding to 
the IG report. Instead, he said the problems "reflect poor 
attention to administrative detail by the office." The memo 
was obtained by The Associated Press. 

Officials provided details about the investigation on 
condition of anonymity because they were not authorized to 
talk about a report that has not yet been released publicly. 

The only action taken by Mabus was a discussion with 
Stavridis about the need to have better oversight and to 
improve reporting procedures and documentation 
requirements for travel expenses. Stavridis' current job, which 
also includes his position as NATO supreme allied 
commander, is not affected. 

The most significant disagreement between the inspector 
general's report and Mabus' conclusions was over Stavridis' 
use of a military aircraft to attend a dinner in Dijon, France. 
The IG concluded that the trip to a dinner sponsored by a wine 
society provided mainly social and cultural benefits for 
Stavridis, and said the admiral should have sought permission 
to attend the event. 

Mabus disagreed, and instead concurred with Stavridis' 
argument that the Dijon trip was an official event because he 
gave a speech in full uniform and spent several hours meeting 
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there with France's chief of defense. He said the time with the 
French military leader was valuable and consistent with 
Stavridis' NATO duties. 

"We do not contend that Adm. Stavridis' attendance was 
not beneficial to NATO and the United States," the IG report 
said. "However, we are not persuaded that those benefits 
justified his attendance at the event in an official status." 

Mabus did not dispute the other allegations. Instead, he 
concluded that those issues were resolved, and that Stavridis 
had either quickly corrected the problems or repaid any 
additional money needed. 

The investigation was triggered by an anonymous 
complaint. The IG said it reviewed documentation and did 
interviews that covered more than 150 trips taken by Stavridis. 
The IG found that four of those trips raised questions, and it 
ultimately determined that one of them - to Dijon - was not for 
primarily official purposes and therefore did not warrant the 
use of military aircraft. 

For the most part, the other issues raised by the IG were 
minor missteps, including Stavridis' failure to provide proper 
documentation for travel expenses. The IG questioned whether 
Stavridis submitted all of the appropriate flight costs for his 
wife when she accompanied him on trips during which she did 
no official business. While Stavridis reimbursed the 
government for those flight costs, the report questioned 
whether the repayment totals for several trips were accurate. 

Responding to the report, Stavridis acknowledged 
"administrative shortfalls" and added that, "The mistakes that 
were identified have been corrected now for many months and 
procedures are in place to ensure the rigorous administrative 
requirements that support my travel are fully executed." 

It was also alleged that on several occasions Stavridis 
used his personal credit card rather than a government credit 
card for some expenses. It noted that he began using the 
government credit card when notified he was improperly using 
his own. 

The report also raised questions about Stavridis' wife's use 
of government transportation for unofficial purposes. Stavridis 
argued that his predecessors said such use was common and 
acceptable. And the report found that he accepted several gifts 
that he did not report, including two guns that he later donated 

to the NATO military headquarters and the National Defense 
University, as well as two expensive pens that he used for a 
while, but when questioned by staff also later donated to 
NDU. 

In his written response to the IG report, which was 
obtained by the AP, Stavridis said he has paid at least $13,000 
for his wife and family members to travel with him, and said 
they only took seats that would have been empty. When it was 
discovered that some of the checks he had written to cover 
travel costs had not been cashed, he said he canceled them and 
reissued new checks, and then changed office procedures 
involving his travel. 

"I have not attempted in any case to abuse my office for 
personal gain," Stavridis said. "Where the inspector general 
has discovered shortcomings in our administrative procedures, 
we have tried to correct those when they were exposed to us." 

Mabus concluded that the issues were all resolved. 
Still, the investigation had a crippling effect on Stavridis' 

career. 
Stavridis rose rapidly through the Navy ranks and served 

as the senior military adviser - and frequent squash partner - 
for then-Defense Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld. He headed 
U.S. Southern Command for three years and took over 
European Command in 2009. 

Last year, he was a top contender for the job of chief of 
naval operations - the Navy's most senior military leader. But 
as rumors about the inspector general's investigation swirled 
last year, top Pentagon and U.S. leaders, including then-
Defense Secretary Robert Gates, decided not to recommend 
Stavridis for the Navy post. 

The Stavridis investigation is the second IG report in 
recent months to target a top military commander, but it pales 
in comparison to the mid-August allegations against Gen. 
William "Kip" Ward. 

Ward, who until early last year headed U.S. Africa 
Command, is accused of excessive unauthorized spending and 
travel, including lengthy stays at lavish hotels with his wife 
and staff. 

Defense Secretary Leon Panetta is still reviewing the 
Ward case, and could force him to retire at a lower rank or 
make him repay some of the costs. 
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17. Navy SEALs Punished For Secrets Breach 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 08 NOV 12) ... Robert Burns 

WASHINGTON -- Seven members of the secretive Navy 
SEAL Team 6, including one involved in the mission to get 
Osama bin Laden, have been punished for disclosing classified 
information, senior Navy officials said Thursday. 

Four other SEALs are under investigation for similar 
alleged violations, one official said. 

The SEALs are alleged to have divulged classified 
information to the maker of a video game called "Medal of 
Honor: Warfighter." 

Each of the seven received a punitive letter of reprimand 
and a partial forfeiture of pay for two months. Those actions 
generally hinder a military member's career. 

The deputy commander of Naval Special Warfare 
Command, Rear Adm. Garry Bonelli, issued a statement 
acknowledging that nonjudicial punishments had been handed 
out for misconduct, but he did not offer any details. 

"We do not tolerate deviations from the policies that 
govern who we are and what we do as Sailors in the United 
States Navy," Bonelli said. He alluded to the importance of 
honoring nondisclosure agreements that SEALs sign. 

He said the punishments this week "send a clear message 
throughout our force that we are and will be held to a high 
standard of accountability." 

The two main complaints against the SEALs were that 
they did not seek the permission of their command to take part 
in the video project and that they showed the video designers 
some of their specially designed combat equipment unique to 
their unit, said a senior military official. The official was 
briefed about the case but was not authorized to speak publicly 
about it. 
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SEALs, including some of those involved in the bin 
Laden raid of May 2011, have been uncharacteristically 
prominent in the news this year. 

Matt Bissonnette, who participated in the raid in 
Abbottabad, Pakistan, but later retired from the SEALs, wrote 
a firsthand account under the pseudonym Mark Owen, but he 
landed in hot water with the Pentagon even before it was 
published in September. The Pentagon accused him of 
disclosing classified information in violation of the 
nondisclosure agreements he had signed as a SEAL. He 
disputes the charge. 

The SEAL mission to capture or kill Laden, while 
stunningly successful, encountered a number of unexpected 
obstacles, including the loss of a stealthy helicopter that was 

partially blown up by the SEALs after making a hard landing 
inside bin Laden's compound. 

The head of Naval Special Warfare Command, Rear 
Adm. Sean Pybus, responded to the Bissonnette book by 
telling his force that "hawking details about a mission" and 
selling other information about SEAL training and operations 
puts the force and their families at risk. 

SEALs, both active duty and retired, possess highly 
sensitive information about tactics and techniques that are 
central to the success of their secret and often dangerous 
missions overseas. That is why they are obliged to sign 
nondisclosure agreements when they enter service and when 
they leave, and it is why the Pentagon seeks to enforce such 
written agreements. 

The punishments were first reported by CBS News. 
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TTRRIICCAARREE::  
18. 171,000 Retirees Likely To Lose TRICARE Prime Option 
(MILITARY UPDATE 08 NOV 12) ... Tom Philpott 

With the presidential election over, Defense officials are 
expected to announce soon that military retirees and their 
dependents living more than 40 miles from a military 
treatment facility or base closure site will lose access to 
TRICARE Prime, the military's managed care option. 

These beneficiaries would be expected to shift to 
TRICARE Standard, their fee-for-service insurance option, 
which would mean an increase in out-of-pocket costs for 
beneficiaries who are frequent users of health services. 

A total of 171,000 retirees and dependents are expected to 
have to shift coverage when remote Prime networks go away. 
Tentative plans are for this to occur April 1 in the West 
Region, which would coincide with UnitedHealth Military and 
Veterans Services taking over the region's support contract 
from TriWest Healthcare Alliance after 16 years. 

The North and South TRICARE regions are expected to 
close down Prime service areas beyond 40-mile catchment 
areas of bases or base closure sites by Oct. 1, 2013, the date 
when current Prime enrollment periods expire for most 
beneficiaries. 

Active duty members and their families generally would 
not be impacted. Drilling National Guard members and 
reservists living far from military bases could see small 
increases to health costs. This would occur if they have been 
taking advantage of modest discounts available under 
TRICARE Reserve Select when network providers are used. 
Such discounts would end in areas far from bases if the Prime 
option goes away. 

Under TRICARE Prime, beneficiaries get managed care 
through providers in the network. They pay an annual 
enrollment fee of $269.28 for individual coverage or $538.56 
for family coverage. Retirees and family members also are 
charged co-pays of $12 for each doctor visit. 

Under TRICARE Standard, beneficiaries can choose their 
own physicians and pay no annual enrollment fee. But when 
they need care, retirees must cover 25 percent of allowable 
charges. Retirees also have an annual deductible of $150 for 
the individual or $300 per family. Total out-of-pocket costs, 
however, are capped at $3000 per family. 

In most Prime service areas, about half of eligible retirees 
already choose to use Standard rather than enroll in the 
network. 

The end of Prime outside of 40-mile "catchment" areas of 
military treatment facilities has been anticipated since 2007, 
when Defense officials drafted the third generation of 
TRICARE support contracts. It called for returning the 
managed care option to its original concept of being a backup 
network to military clinics and hospitals when they can't 
provide managed care to all beneficiaries living nearby or in 
areas where bases have been closed and military health 
facilities shuttered. 

Through the first two TRICARE contracts, on the 
assumption that managed care saved money for the 
government, contractors had financial incentive to establish 
networks beyond 40-mile catchment areas. In the South 
Region, for example, the contractor has offered Prime 
everywhere. But experience has shown that providing Prime 
far from bases can add costs to the system, TRICARE officials 
concluded. 

Though they wrote the new generation of support 
contracts to constrict Prime service areas, health officials 
wanted the shift to occur across all regions simultaneously. 
That hasn't been possible until now because of delays in 
finalizing contract awards, the result of multiple protests and 
even a few reversals of original contract awards. 

Contracts for every region are now settled. Health Net 
Federal Services has been running the North Region under the 
new contract since April 2011. Humana Military Healthcare 
Services has operated the South Region under the new 
contract since April this year. But all Prime service areas have 
been maintained with contract modifications, awaiting final 
word from Defense that Prime area restrictions are to be 
implemented. 

The new contracts were drafted during the Bush 
administration and are intended to be more comprehensive and 
efficient. But sensitive to how a change in Prime eligibility 
might be used by politicians this fall, Defense officials ordered 
plans to end Prime for retirees living outside catchment areas, 
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including draft notification letters, shelved until after the 
election. 

Plans for implementation have not changed, congressional 
and health sources said. But they also have not been 
announced officially yet. 

"The Department is considering whether to maintain the 
same number of PSAs (Prime service areas) as it has now," 
said Cynthia O. Smith, a spokeswoman for the Department of 
Defense. Until a decision is final on reducing PSAs, the 
department won't confirm the number of beneficiaries 
potentially impacted or the likely dates for executing the 
changes. 

Some members of Congress already are concerned. Sen. 
Dean Heller (R-Nev.) told Dr. Jonathan Woodson, assistant 
secretary of defense for health affairs, in recent letter he was 

"dismayed" by news reports that Prime "will be cut for many 
of the military families and constituents I represent, not only 
in Reno but also throughout the northern part of the state." 

Heller said the plan would cause "more out-of-pocket 
expenses and longer drive times…I am very troubled by these 
changes and am concerned that these alterations are not being 
made in a transparent manner. If changes are made, I hope you 
will notify those affected immediately." 

A spokesman for Heller said Woodson had not yet 
answered the letter. Given the nation's debt crisis and the 
budget cuts looming for defense programs, Congress is not 
expected to block this long-standing plan to tighten access to 
Prime if the intent is to hold down costs. Doing so likely 
would require lawmakers to find equivalent budget savings 
elsewhere. 
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CCOONNGGRREESSSS  //  BBUUDDGGEETT::  
19. National Security Committes In Congress Face Shake-Ups 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 08 NOV 12) ... Laura Litvan 

A shake-up is under way on the congressional committees 
that oversee national security and defense just days after 
elections that did little to change the balance of power in the 
U.S. Senate and House. 

Hours after the last polls closed Nov. 6, two top 
Republicans on the House Foreign Affairs Committee began 
to compete for the chairmanship now held by Ileana Ros-
Lehtinen of Florida, who has reached a term limit for the post. 
The top Democrat on the panel, Howard Berman of California, 
was defeated in the election, leaving another vacancy. 

In the Senate, the top Republicans on both the Armed 
Services and Foreign Relations committees will be replaced 
when a new session begins in January, and President Barack 
Obama would create another opening if he nominates Foreign 
Relations Committee Chairman John Kerry, a Massachusetts 
Democrat, to succeed Hillary Clinton as secretary of state. 

“Is it possible for there to be any more uncertainty?” said 
Loren Thompson, a defense analyst at the Lexington Institute, 
an Arlington, Virginia-based research organization. 

The changes come as pressures to reduce U.S. budget 
deficits make it difficult to predict defense spending and 
Obama faces international challenges from Iran and Syria to 
Russia and China. The shifts, which will be resolved before 
the new session of Congress begins in January, follow 
elections that generally yielded a status quo result. 

Democrats retained control of the Senate, picking up two 
seats to hold a 55-45 majority. In the House, Republicans 
remain in power despite losing a half dozen seats to 
Democrats while Obama won a second term. 

Retirements, Defeats 
The impending shifts were caused by a mix of 

retirements, rules limiting the terms of committee leaders and 
ballot-box losses, said Michael Mandelbaum, a professor at 
Johns Hopkins University’s School of Advanced International 
Studies in Washington. 

“There’s always turnover, but there’s more turnover this 
cycle than is usual,” said Mandelbaum, the author of “The 
Frugal Superpower,” which examines the fiscal pressures on 
U.S. defense. 

The shakeup is part of a drain of congressional expertise 
on national security issues in recent years, said Byron Callan, 
a defense analyst with Capital Alpha Partners in Washington. 

Losing Gravitas 
“There hasn’t been a lot of gravitas for years -- the 

equivalent of a Sam Nunn or a Les Aspin, someone who was 
steeped in defense issues,” said Callan, referring to long-time 
chairmen of the Senate and House armed services panels. 

The departure of Senator Richard Lugar of Indiana, a six- 
term lawmaker who’s the senior Republican on the Foreign 
Relations Committee, leaves his party without its elder 
statesman on international affairs in the chamber. Lugar, who 
was defeated in a Republican primary in May, was a leader in 
efforts to stem the spread of weapons of mass destruction. 

He helped push a strategic arms reduction treaty with 
Russia through the Senate in 2010 over the opposition of 
Republican leaders. More recently, he’s opposed deeper U.S. 
involvement in the rebellion against Syrian President Bashar 
al-Assad. 

The lawmaker most likely to replace Lugar, Senator Bob 
Corker of Tennessee, is next in line in committee seniority 
even though he only won his second term this week. If Corker 
is selected by Republican colleagues, he’s pledged to review 
all foreign aid and State Department programs. 

While Corker has reached across the aisle to Democrats 
on some issues, he’s likely to side with Republican leaders 
most of the time, according to Thompson. 

‘Congenial Partisan’ 
“Lugar hearkens back to a period of bipartisan consensus, 

when the operative phrase was that politics ends at the water’s 
edge,” Thompson said. “Corker is a partisan, although he’s a 
congenial partisan. He is going to be more likely to make 
decisions based on ideological considerations than Lugar 
would have been.” 

Kerry is a possible choice to replace Hillary Clinton as 
secretary of state. A strike against him is the prospect that 
Republican Senator Scott Brown, who was ousted by 
Democrat Elizabeth Warren this week, might run successfully 
for Kerry’s seat if it opens, Mandlebaum said. 
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Susan Rice, the U.S. ambassador to the United Nations, is 
emerging as the favored candidate to succeed the departing 
Clinton, according to six current or former White House 
officials who spoke on condition of anonymity to discuss 
internal deliberations. They emphasized that Obama hasn’t 
made a decision yet. 

McCain’s Limits 
On the Democratic-controlled Senate Armed Services 

Committee, Senator John McCain of Arizona, the top 
Republican, must step aside because of term limits. 

Senator James Inhofe of Oklahoma, the Republican next 
in line, said in a statement yesterday that he’s “looking 
forward” to taking McCain’s place if Republicans support 
him, and is concerned about the impact of across-the-board 
cuts to defense spending, known as “sequestration,” that will 
start in January unless a bipartisan debt deal is reached. 

“My focus on the committee will be on military readiness, 
acquisition reform, and preventing the potential hollowing out 
of our forces,” Inhofe said. “After more than a decade of war, 
our personnel and equipment needs will be wide-ranging, and 
I am ready to address these very important issues.” 

‘Hangar Queen’ 
Inhofe, whose state is home to Fort Sill, an Army post in 

Lawton, Oklahoma, has focused on Army artillery issues. He’s 
also a supporter of missile defense and was a leader in the 
successful fight against President Bill Clinton’s effort to ratify 
the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty, which would ban all 
nuclear weapons test explosions. 

The biggest difference between Inhofe and McCain is 
McCain’s role as a critic of cost overruns on weapons 
programs such as Lockheed Martin Corp. (LMT)’s F-35 Joint 
Strike Fighter. McCain has called the company’s F-22 fighter 
“the most expensive, corroding hangar queen ever.” 

“McCain is a center-right legislator who has dedicated 
much of his career to reform of the military acquisition system 
and oversight of the Pentagon,” Thompson said. “His removal 
would really change the environment in which the defense 
industry and the military services operate.” 

Inhofe, a leader among Republicans who challenge the 
science showing humans are causing global climate change, 
has criticized the Navy’s spending on “green energy” 
development. 

Dicks Retiring 
Changes also will come to the Republican-led House 

Appropriations Committee with the retirement of 
Representative Norm Dicks of Washington, the top Democrat 
on the full committee and on its defense subcommittee. Dicks 

is a chief protector of defense spending and the interests of 
Boeing Co. (BA), which employs thousands of people in his 
western Washington district. 

He’s likely to be replaced on the full committee by 
Representative Nita Lowey, a New York Democrat, and on the 
subcommittee by Representative Peter Visclosky, an Indiana 
Democrat, according to a lobbyist for a defense contractor 
who requested anonymity. 

On the House Foreign Relations Committee, 
Representative Ed Royce, a California Republican, seeks to 
replace Ros-Lehtinen after heading the panel’s subcommittee 
on terrorism, nonproliferation and trade. 

Libya, Iran 
Royce said in a letter to House Republican colleagues 

yesterday that if selected he will probe the Sept. 11 attacks at 
the U.S. consulate in Benghazi, Libya, that left U.S. 
Ambassador Chris Stevens and three other Americans dead. 
He also said he will take steps to pressure Iran to stop nuclear 
weapons development. 

“Right now, the gravest threat facing the U.S. and our 
allies is Iran,” Royce said. “We need to be doing all we can to 
pressure its regime to stop its march to nuclear weapons.” 

His leading rival for the post, Representative Chris Smith 
of New Jersey, heads the subcommittee on Africa, global 
health and human rights. In a statement, he said he’s 
encouraged by feedback he’s getting from House Republican 
leaders as he pursues the post. “I am ready and eager to 
successfully communicate our foreign policy priorities,” he 
said. 

The exodus of national-security experts from Congress 
included the 2009 retirement of former Senate Armed Services 
Committee Chairman John Warner, a Virginia Republican and 
former Navy Secretary; the 2010 defeat of House Armed 
Services Committee Chairman Ike Skelton, a Missouri 
Democrat; the 2008 election defeat of former Senate 
Appropriations Committee Chairman Ted Stevens, an Alaska 
Republican; and the 2010 death of Pennsylvania Democratic 
Representative John Murtha, who led the House defense 
appropriations subcommittee before Dicks. 

Mandelbaum said the end of the Cold War has made the 
national security committees less attractive to lawmakers, in 
part by limiting the appeal of foreign policy and defense 
credentials to voters in re-election campaigns. 

“During the Cold War, this was important, especially 
defense,” he said. “So someone like Sam Nunn or John 
Warner could entrench themselves by being defense experts. 
That’s not true anymore. It’s not as high-profile or important.” 
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20. Consensus Forming For Lame Duck Deal To Delay Sequester Cuts 
(DEFENSE NEWS 08 NOV 12) ... John T. Bennett 

Lawmakers hear the clock ticking toward deep defense 
and domestic spending cuts, and senior members of both 
parties appear poised to pass a measure during a lame duck 
session that would add additional time to that clock. 

Senior congressional Democrats and Republicans are 
talking openly about kicking down the road the date that 
would trigger separate $500 billion, 10-year cuts to planned 
defense and domestic spending. 

Senate Budget Committee member Mark Warner, D-Va., 
said Nov. 8 that lawmakers hope to “make a down payment” 

during a coming session-ending lame duck period “to avoid 
sequestration.” 

He was referring to a budgeting tactic to reduce 
nonexempt defense and domestic accounts on Jan. 2 short of a 
$1.2 trillion debt-paring bill or a measure that extends the 
sequester countdown clock. 

House Speaker John Boehner, R-Ohio, also continues 
talking about the need to delay those cuts, which economists 
say — when coupled with expiring tax cuts — could send the 
U.S. economy into a new recession. 
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“Lame duck Congresses aren’t known for doing big 
things and probably shouldn’t do big things, so I think the best 
you can hope for is a bridge,” Boehner told CNN on Nov. 4. 

Lawmakers during the lame duck period would have just 
a few weeks to pass a deficit-cutting bill that would have to 
cover defense spending, tax reform, domestic entitlement 
program reform and a score of other prickly, complex issues. 

Rep. Allyson Schwartz, D-Pa., House Budget Committee 
vice ranking member, also has recently called for a short-term 
delay. 

Speaking at a forum in Washington on Oct. 16, Schwartz 
said it would be “very tough” for Congress to pull off such 
Herculean work in just six weeks. She called on lawmakers to 
try to pass a smaller legislative package that deals with “the 
things we agree on,” such as extending middle class tax cuts 
enacted during the George W. Bush administration and 
establishing a sustainable growth rate for the Medicare 
program. 

Boehner, in remarks the day after President Barack 
Obama’s larger-than-predicted Nov. 7 re-election win, 
sounded ready to cut a deal on a massive debt-cutting bill soon 
after the new Congress is seated. 

“Mr. President, this is your moment,” Boehner said. “We 
are ready to be led.” 

But Boehner wants that Obama leadership to occur after 
the new Congress takes office in January, hence the need for a 
sequester delay. 

Just hours after an election that gave Obama a second 
term and saw Democrats gain House and Senate seats, 
Boehner was talking about the kind of “big deal,” as Obama 
often calls it, which would include tax reform, some new 
revenues and entitlement program changes. 

But the new Congress should write it, Boehner said, 
because “it will take some time.” 
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21. Why Pentagon Won't Say How It Would Cut $55 Billion Starting Jan. 1 
The Pentagon may finally be planning for dreaded spending cuts set to take effect in the new year, though it 
is mum on any specifics. It wants Congress to come up with a different solution to U.S. deficit spending. 
(CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR 08 NOV 12) ... Anna Mulrine 

WASHINGTON -- The Pentagon is staring at some $55 
billion in spending cuts – 10.5 percent of its annual budget – 
that it will have to make immediately come January, if 
Congress does not act before then to avert the "fiscal cliff." 
Officials there, no fan of these automatic cuts or of the process 
on Capitol Hill that spawned them, have alternately called this 
approach to financial discipline a "blind meat ax," a "goofy 
meat ax," and "fiscal castration." 

In fact, they assert that the impact of the cuts is so grim – 
and poses such an “unacceptable risk” to America’s national 
security, as Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Martin 
Dempsey has warned – that the Pentagon refuses to even plan 
for them. 

Why, in a building filled with U.S. military commanders 
who pride themselves on preparing for every contingency, 
particularly those considered dire, is there such a reluctance to 
plan – or at least to acknowledge any planning – for severe 
spending cuts mandated under this Washington budgetary 
regimen known as sequestration? 

One reason is because the Pentagon would then have to 
show its cards, some argue. That is, it would have to tell 
Congress how it would reallocate funds from its lesser 
priorities to its higher priorities, says Todd Harrison, senior 
fellow for defense budget studies at the Center for Strategic 
and Budgetary Assessments (CSBA), warned back in August. 

“Once you show people there are higher- and lower-
priority items in your budget, then the lower-priority items 
become the target, and they’re likely to get cut no matter 
what,” he says. Mr. Harrison is one who suggests that the 
Pentagon “would be wise to start planning.” 

There are some hints that may be happening, sub rosa. 
Earlier this month, one official gave some indication that 
Pentagon planning for sequestration has at last begun. 

“We get a certain amount of criticism for not planning for 
sequestration,” said Frank Kendall, undersecretary of Defense 
for acquisition. “We actually are starting to do some 
planning.” 

Immediately, official Pentagon spokespeople rushed to 
clarify his remarks, made to the little-watched Government 
Contract Management Conference in Washington. “By 
‘planning,’ [Kendall] was stating that the department is 
working closely with [the White House Office of Management 
and Budget] to understand the law and assess its impacts,” Lt. 
Col. Elizabeth Robbins said. 

Pentagon officials have always maintained that 
sequestration rules do not leave them much to plan for. 

“The problem is that sequestration, the way the law is 
written, doesn’t give us an enormous amount of latitude,” Mr. 
Kendall said at the aforementioned conference. “We 
essentially have to go into every budget account and maybe 
every budget line and take the same percentage out of 
essentially every line. That’s a singularly stupid way to take 
money out of the Defense Department.” 

This indiscriminate approach to cutting is a chief criticism 
of sequestration. The law does in fact call for across-the-board 
cuts of about 10 percent to all military accounts. (The two 
exemptions are for war costs and military salaries.) 

The impact would be immediate. Defense contractors 
would see a speedy reduction in their contracts, because a 
Pentagon with less money would have to go back to 
contractors and renegotiate to buy in smaller quantities. 

In the case of the Virginia Class submarines, the Navy 
may not have the money to buy two submarines, Harrison 
offers by way of example. “And you can’t buy 1.8 
submarines,” he notes. “So what do you do? You can only buy 
one sub.” 

The cost of producing one submarine, however, will be 
more than the cost of producing two. (Remember Econ 101 
and the lesson on economies of scale?) So the price to the 
Pentagon for that one submarine will be higher. 

“If you have all of this messiness that happens when you 
have to go out and renegotiate these contracts, the cost goes 
up,” says Harrison. “Sequestration won’t directly terminate 
these programs, but having the unit costs go up is going to 
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make the DOD [Department of Defense] reconsider some of 
these programs.” 

The Pentagon will also have to steel itself for large-scale 
layoffs under sequestration. Some 791,000 civilians currently 
work for the DOD (not counting contractors). Roughly 
108,000 would need to be furloughed or fired under 
sequestration. 

“That would happen nearly immediately in the days and 
weeks after sequestration occurs,” says Harrison. 

The automatic cuts would shrink spending on fuel, too – a 
$15 billion-a-year expense for the Pentagon. Spending on fuel 
for the convoys in Afghanistan wouldn't change, but many 
peacetime military operations would have to be curtailed. 

The Air Force is the DOD’s largest consumer of fuel, so 
“what you’d see is a cutback in things like flying hours for 
planes,” says Harrison. The Navy, in turn, would need to cut 
steaming hours for its ships, and the Army its tank training 
exercise. “Arguably, readiness could be degraded,” he adds. 

On the bright side, this would mean savings in wear and 
tear on equipment and maintenance. 

The bottom line, however, is that sequestration “would 
slow down nearly everything DOD does,” he says. “You 
would have to defer military construction, training, peacetime 
operations, maintenance for ships, aircraft, you name it.” 

The good and bad news, Harrison adds, is that 
sequestration is not meant to be good policy. 

For his part, Kendall at the DOD expressed hope back in 
August that Congress will act soon to avoid the automatic 
budget cuts set to go into effect in January – or at least push 
them back. “I’m expecting in the lame duck [Congress] – you 
know, not very far away now – that there will be some kind of 
a deal that would delay sequestration,” he said. 

“I don’t know that the lame duck will come back and 
have some kind of big budget deal that solves all our 
problems. I’d be surprised by that,” Kendall added. “But I do 
expect there to be a delay for a few months.” 
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22. DOD: Help Us Hold Down Costs 
(POLITICO 08 NOV 12) ... Philip Ewing 

No matter what happens in the lame-duck session of 
Congress as a newly reelected Barack Obama begins to 
negotiate with Republicans about sequestration, the Pentagon 
has a whole other set of politically difficult hurdles waiting 
just around the bend. 

Apart from large, controversial strategic questions about 
the war in Afghanistan, the rise of China and the persistent 
threat of terrorism, the president and his aides must figure out 
how to handle the costs involved with just maintaining 
America’s top-flight — but astronomically expensive — 
military force. 

More than tanks, fighter jets, warships or bombs, by far 
the Pentagon’s costliest asset is its people. With an all-
volunteer force, the Defense Department’s roughly 1.4 million 
total active duty troops have grown to expect competitive pay, 
benefits, health care and other perks to keep them in some of 
the most dangerous jobs in the world. The costs involved with 
maintaining that force have grown so much, so fast that 
department leaders have warned they could nearly swallow its 
entire budget. 

The Congressional Budget Office has concluded that the 
average compensation per service member is greater than that 
of about 75 percent of civilians of the equivalent age or level 
of education. In fiscal year 2011, DOD spent about $162 
billion overall on military personnel; in fiscal 2012, it spent 
about $156 billion. 

Defense Secretary Leon Panetta and his predecessor, 
Robert Gates, both responded to that reality by asking 
Congress for help with limiting the growth of personnel costs 
— holding down troop pay increases, increasing what some 
beneficiaries pay for military health care and beginning the 
process of closing and consolidating bases to account for 
tomorrow’s smaller force. 

So far, each proposal has reached Capitol Hill dead on 
arrival. The Pentagon’s budget problems have not gone away, 
however, and they’ll be waiting for Obama once more when 
his budgeteers look to send their fiscal 2014 spending requests 
to the Hill. 

One answer, proposed this year by Obama, is to shrink the 
active duty force by about 100,000 troops by 2017, with the 
hope of at least attempting to economize with the troops that 
remain on duty. 

Panetta asked Congress this year to authorize two rounds 
of the Base Realignment and Closure process — the politically 
poisonous commission that identifies bases the military 
services can shutter or consolidate. Lawmakers didn’t even 
consider it; within days of the Pentagon’s announcement, they 
made clear the proposal was going nowhere. 

But as Panetta later pointed out, Washington will need to 
face BRAC sometime. 

“It’s an important debate that we have to have and, 
frankly, it’s not going away,” he said. “If I’m taking the force 
structure down and then maintaining large infrastructure costs, 
then the money that ought to be going for training, for 
assistance, for help, for our soldiers, is going to maintain the 
infrastructure.” 

“But I have no illusions here … it’s not easy politically.” 
Nor is it easy for Congress to go along with the 

Pentagon’s requests to make some working-age retirees pay 
more for military health care, which has not had an enrollment 
rate increase since it was established in 1995. Defense 
advocates in both parties, including Sens. Jim Webb (D-Va.) 
and Lindsey Graham (R-S.C.), as well as many others, said 
they did not want to countenance increasing the costs for 
retirees and their families given the service they had rendered 
to the United States. 

Defense officials, however, point out that the cost of 
military health care has almost tripled in the past 10 years, 
from $19 billion in 2001 to nearly $53 billion this year. 
Pentagon Comptroller Robert Hale warned Congress that if 
costs continue to grow at that rate — especially given the 
expectation that the overall defense budget will remain flat or 
begin to decline — DOD will begin sacrificing weapons, 
readiness or other priorities to continue to pay for health care. 

A report last month by the Center for Strategic and 
International Studies went even further, warning that if the 
Pentagon’s personnel and administrative costs continue to 
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grow as they have, it could have no money to research, 
develop and buy weapons by 2020. 

“We calculate that restoring modernization’s share of the 
defense budget to 32 percent (the level of effort in the FY2001 
budget) would require cutting end-strength by 455,000 active-
duty personnel,” wrote author Clark Murdock. “Talk about 
tough tradeoffs!” 

Another tradeoff Congress has been unwilling to make is 
on troops’ pay. 

This year Panetta tried to telegraph to service members 
and their families that DOD would ask for pay increases for 
fiscal years 2013 and 2014, but by 2015 “in order to achieve 
cost savings, we will provide more limited pay raises.” The 
signal was clear: Troops and their families had time to make 
plans if necessary and get out if they wanted, but the era of 
automatic year-over-year pay increases is coming to an end. 

Only time, Congress and the next president can say when 
or if that actually proves true, but the issues of troop pay, 
health care and BRAC won’t be long in cropping up again. 
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MMAARRIINNEE  CCOORRPPSS::  
23. Gen. Amos: Marines Must Explain What We Do 
(NATIONAL DEFENSE 08 NOV 12) ... Sandra I. Erwin 

It is apparently difficult to explain to average citizens, 
members of Congress or Pentagon budgeteers what sets the 
Marine Corps apart from the Army. 

With budget cuts on the horizon for all branches of the 
military, Marine leaders are taking no chances that the Corps’ 
value might be put into question. They are stepping up the 
rhetoric in a preemptive effort to put to rest the idea that the 
Marine Corps is just a smaller version of the U.S. Army. 

“I want to be able to clearly articulate to the Marines and 
to external audiences exactly what the Marine Corps does for 
our nation,” said Gen. James F. Amos, commandant of the 
Marine Corps. 

It’s easier for the other services to defend their turf. 
Ground wars require armies. Navies fight at sea. Anything 
aviation is associated with the Air Force. The Marine Corps 
operates in all three domains but owns none of them, Amos 
said. Marines, however, are the only force that can quickly 
respond to a crisis on the ground or at sea, and they have their 
own aviation assets for transportation and for aerial combat, 
he noted. 

Amos said he is frustrated by commentators who question 
why the United States needs a “second land army.” He also 
acknowledged that his own fellow Marine generals have 
fueled the paranoia. “It began with senior Marines saying that 
[we are not a second land army] in public, which I deeply 
regret,” Amos said Nov. 8 at the Center for Strategic and 
International Studies, in Washington, D.C. 

To be sure, nobody in the Obama administration or 
Congress has even insinuated that the Marine Corps is in 
danger of extinction. 

There are plans for modest reductions to the size of the 
Corps — from 202,000 to 186,800 over the next five years — 
following the conclusion of the Afghanistan war, where the 
Corps still has 6,800 troops deployed. But statements by Amos 
and other officials suggest they worry about deeper cuts in the 
coming years. Although the Corps’ $23.9 billion budget is a 
small slice of the Pentagon’s $525 billion pie, Marines have 
felt besieged by critics who have questioned, for instance, why 
the Marine Corps should have its own air force. Amos has 
been vocal about the Corps needing organic aviation support 
so it can respond more quickly to crises. During the past 
several years, Marines also have been bashed by Army 
commanders in Afghanistan for operating autonomously and 
competing with the Army for resources and clout. 

Amos dismissed the sideswipes about inter-service turf 
struggles. “We have the best relationship with the other 
services that we’ve ever had,” he said. 

In anticipation of a worsening cash crunch at the 
Department of Defense, Amos has ordered frugality across the 
board, especially in weapons programs. Case in point is the 
Joint Light Tactical Vehicle, a truck that was intended to 
replace the Humvee fleet. When the program started in 2007, 
the Corps’ demands for heavy armor protection but low 
weight, digital cockpits and other bells and whistles jacked up 
the cost of JLTV to more than half-million-dollars each. 
Marines now have agreed to join forces with the Army and 
buy a more affordable truck, albeit in fewer numbers. “We 
wanted to buy 20,000, but we’re buying 5,500,” said Amos. 
Older Humvees that would have been discarded are going to 
be refurbished, he said. The motto: “Only buy what you can 
afford,” said Amos. 

Amos also has been leading a post-war transition — 
which began in 2009 under his predecessor Gen. James 
Conway — to shore up the Marine Corps’ amphibious warfare 
skills and weapons systems. “Marines are first and foremost a 
naval force, even though some would like to see us branded as 
ground forces,” Amos said. 

A year ago, Amos created an in-house think tank based in 
Quantico, Va., called The Ellis Group, to help inform the 
public and policy makers on the purpose and value of having 
Marines at sea, ready to handle a crisis if needed. The Ellis 
Group published a glossy brochure called, “U.S. Amphibious 
Forces: Indispensable Elements of American Seapower.” The 
document introduces the concept of a “single naval battle” for 
fighting future wars. The single naval battle is viewed as the 
Marine Corps’ equivalent of the “air-sea battle” concept that 
the Navy and Air Force have drawn up. 

Brett Friedman, a Marine Corps officer-pundit who writes 
a blog for the Marine Corps Gazette, said The Ellis Group 
“may have its hands full explaining the value of an 
amphibious force.” 

The single naval battle concept, he said, “is sound but it 
speaks more to the integration of the Marine Corps and the 
Navy than to how the Marine Corps itself will operate in the 
future … perhaps The Ellis Group should look at how the 
Marine Corps fits into a land power, sea power, airpower triad 
rather than focusing on solely the naval aspects.” 

The Corps will need to make a strong case for its role, he 
said. “As our three bigger sisters clamor for their slice of the 
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budget, it will be difficult for the Marine Corps to explain its 
vision,” Friedman said. “The continuing confusion about just 

what kind of service it is … means that we have more work to 
do whether our budget drops or not.” 
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TTEECCHHNNOOLLOOGGYY::  
24. Robots Replace Costly U.S. Navy Mine-Clearance Dolphins 
(BBC NEWS 08 NOV 12) ... Sharon Weinberger 

For decades, science fiction writers and futurologists have 
predicted a time when wars are fought at the push of a button 
and Terminator-like robo-soldiers fight in place of humans. 
While the rise of drone warfare suggests that vision may be 
starting to come true, it would seem that it will not be humans 
who are first in line to lose their military commission. 

“We’re in a period of transition,” explains Captain Frank 
Linkous, head of the U.S. Navy’s Mine Warfare Branch. After 
nearly 50 years, he says, the Navy plans to phase out its Sea 
Mammal Program and retire its pods of dolphins and sea lions 
that are currently used to help locate – and in some cases 
destroy – sea mines. 

“In general, we’re looking to phase out that program 
beginning in fiscal year 2017,” says Linkous. 

Swimming into their place is a new generation of robotic 
mine hunters, he says. But, the shift comes at a critical time. 
Earlier this year, Iran threatened to mine the Strait of Hormuz, 
shutting down the critical waterway to commerce. That threat 
prompted a renewed debate over investment in mine warfare 
technology, which many naval experts feel has been long 
neglected. 

The difficulty of finding and clearing mines is why 
dolphins capabilities’ are so prized: their use of echolocation 
to spot objects is the biological equivalent of sonar, making 
them an ideal tool for hunting mines. "We've got dolphins," 
retired Admiral Tim Keating, who commanded the U.S. 5th 
Fleet in Bahrain, told National Public Radio, when asked how 
the U.S. might respond if Iran makes good on its threats. 

Pensioned Porpoise 
These sea mammals have been a highly prized part of the 

U.S. Navy ever since the 1960s, when military researchers 
began to try to understand the dolphin’s senses and 
capabilities. The rapid realisation that untethered dolphins 
could be trained to carry out tasks in open water, meant the 
research quickly evolved into a classified training programme, 
prompting rumours that the Navy was honing an elite cadre of 
killer dolphins. The project was eventually declassified in the 
early 1990s, and these days, it is out in the open (the dolphins 
are not used for killing anyone), with the Navy taking great 
pains to demonstrate its care for these sea creatures. 

The Navy compares the dolphins to the critical role of 
bomb dogs being used in Afghanistan, and the dolphins are 
widely praised for their abilities. But it also makes clear the 
sea mammals’ purpose is to serve the military. In Pentagon 
parlance, the mammals are referred to as a “system,” similar to 
any other technology in its inventory. For example the Mk 4, 
Mod 0 (short for mark 4 and modification zero), is the 
designation for a dolphin that detects mines that lie near the 
bottom of the sea, and then neutralises it by attaching a charge 
and swimming away; the Mk 5 Mod 1, by contrast, is a sea 
lion that is used to help recover mines during naval exercises. 

But that will soon change. In April, the Navy unveiled its 
plans for Knifefish, a torpedo-shaped, underwater robot that 

would roam the seas for up to 16 hours, looking for mines. 
The 7m- (20ft-) long unmanned underwater vehicle (UUV) is 
still in development, but should be ready by 2017, and will use 
sonar to hunt mines. “The Knifefish UUV is ultimately 
intended to be the replacement for the marine mammals,” 
Linkous says. 

Of course, previous efforts to replace military service 
animals have proved hard, at least when it comes to dogs. For 
years, scientists have been trying to develop a chemical nose 
that mimics the capabilities of a canine, but still admit that 
when it comes to detecting explosives, dogs beat technology 
hands down. 

Similarly, the Navy already admits there may still be 
some specialised missions where sea mammals are needed 
past 2017. 

But what is driving the desire to replace dolphins and sea 
lions is not their capability, but cost. A dog might deploy with 
just a handler and food, but when the sea mammals are sent on 
long trips, they must be transported aboard naval vessels 
where they are kept in custom enclosures and accompanied by 
handlers and a portable veterinary clinic with staff. 

The costs don’t end there: while a bomb dog typically 
goes to live with its handler when it retires, dolphins require 
specialised care. “The Navy is very humane about the way 
they treat these animals,” says Linkous. “Essentially, these 
animals have a pension – they are cared for the rest of their 
lives.” 

Dive Buddy 
The sea mammals are a “fantastic system,” says Linkous, 

but robotic technology will be able to do much of what they 
can do only cheaper and easier. “Maybe not 100%, but fairly 
close,” he says. 

And it’s not just dolphins that are being moved out of 
service by robots: the Navy is also hoping to at least reduce 
reliance on humans who perform dangerous bomb disposal 
missions, known as explosive ordnance disposal (EOD). The 
Navy has been moving quickly to rush new robotic 
technologies to the field, including an unmanned underwater 
vehicle, known as the Kingfish, and four unmanned surface 
vessels that the Navy originally bought for anti-submarine 
warfare, but are now being outfitted with sonar to hunt mines. 

The Navy is also buying the German-made SeaFox mine 
hunting system, another robotic underwater vehicle that is 
guided by a fibre-optic cable and can be used to attach a 
charge to a mine. Right now, naval divers that are trained as 
explosive ordnance disposal technicians carry out many 
critical mine clearing tasks, but technology like the SeaFox 
will help reduce the number of dives these personnel have to 
make, according to Linkous. 

“This is very much like the concept that EOD technicians 
have done on the ground in Afghanistan and Iraq: greater use 
of robotic systems to neutralise and destroy IEDs in the field,” 
Linkous says. “It’s the same concept.” 
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Does this mean that someday humans will go the same 
way as the sea mammal program? Probably not anytime soon, 
says Linkous. Divers can still do some things more effectively 
than robots. 

“There’s an enduring role for EOD [technicians],” he 
says. “They just do it more quickly.” 
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VVEETTEERRAANNSS::  
25. Obama Faces 'Hard Choices' On Veterans 
(WASHINGTON POST 09 NOV 12) ... Steve Vogel 

A new report by the Center for a New American Security 
warns that the Obama administration will "face an array of 
hard choices" involving veterans and the military community 
as it tries to tackle issues ranging from military suicide to 
veterans disability claims during the president's second term. 

“These choices will be made more difficult by significant 
downward pressure on spending, requiring the next 
administration to make hard choices with profound 
implications for the men and women who serve us in uniform, 
and those who came before them, as well as for our national 
security,” the report from the Washington national security 
think tank says. 

“Upholding the Promise: Supporting Veterans and 
Military Personnel in the Next Four Years,” released Friday, 
was written by Phillip Carter, a senior fellow at the center and 
a former Army officer who served in Iraq and later as an 
administration appointee responsible for the Defense 
Department’s detainee policy. 

The report identifies three broad priority areas for the 
administration. The first includes such issues as military 
suicides, combat stress and veteran homelessness, which 
“must be decisively addressed by the next administration, in 
ways that exceed the work done during the past four years, 
simply because veterans and military personnel continue to 
suffer.” 

The second area would be to “make substantially more 
progress” in improving government service, chief among them 
reversing the growth of the claims backlog at the Department 
of Veterans Affairs. 

And third, the report warns, with the wars in Iraq and 
Afghanistan receding from public consciousness, there is a 
danger that public interest in veterans and the military 
community could disappear in “an ocean of apathy.” 

The report calls on the Obama administration to “maintain 
public attention” on issues facing veterans and military 
families and to maintain political support for finding solutions 
to the problems. 
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LLEEGGAALL::  
26. Ex-Shipyard Worker Fury Pleads Guilty To USS Miami Arson 
(PORTSMOUTH (NH) HERALD 08 NOV 12) ... Deborah Mcdermott 

PORTLAND, Maine — U.S. Attorney Thomas Delahanty 
said Thursday the recommended 15- to 19-year federal prison 
sentence for USS Miami arsonist Casey Fury was reasonable, 
even though the maximum sentence is life in prison for setting 
fire to the submarine. 

Fury pleaded guilty early Thursday morning to two counts 
of arson in connection with the May 23 Miami fire at the 
Portsmouth Naval Shipyard, which has been estimated to 
cause $450 million in damage, and a small fire set June 16. 

Delahanty held a press conference in his offices in 
Portland, attended by Assistant U.S. Attorneys Darcie 
McElwee and James Chapman and Jeremy Gauthier of the 
Naval Criminal Investigative Service. 

He said all parties were aware of the proposed sentence, 
including the U.S. Navy and five firefighters who sustained 
injuries while fighting the fire. 

"You have to look at what is fair under the 
circumstances," said Delahanty in describing the 
recommended sentence. He said the judge will take into 
consideration Fury's family background, work history, 
circumstances of the criminal act and the reasons why it might 
have been committed. 

McElwee said later that the seriousness of the charges and 
the amount of the damage had to be weighed against Fury's 
background. "He's had no criminal record except a DWI and 

he certainly did not expect the fire to cause the kind of damage 
it did. In fact every factor weighs in his favor except the 
damage," she said. 

Fury can withdraw his guilty plea if Judge George Z. 
Singal imposes a higher sentence than 15-19 years, as he has 
the right to do, said Delahanty. By the same token, the U.S. 
Attorney's office can withdraw the plea agreement if it is 
lower than 15 years, he said. 

Delahanty explained the case against Fury, as outlined in 
the affidavit filed by Gauthier. Few new details were revealed, 
except precisely where the fires were set and the kind of 
accellerant. 

According to Delahanty, on May 23, Fury was stripping 
paint in the torpedo room aboard the Miami when he left his 
work, went to the State Room on the second deck in the mid-
level of the ship, and set fire to rags, which he placed on a 
bunk. He then went back to work. Shortly afterward, his 
partner smelled smoke and pulled the alarm 

“Unfortunately by that time, the fire had progressed to the 
point that it could not be put out by small extinguishers,” he 
said. 

On June 16, “he became concerned” after he received a 
text message from his girlfriend. 
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“Fury took some alcohol wipes and put them around some 
wood underneath the hull on the stricture used to hold the ship 
up while in drydock,” he said. 

He later confessed to both crimes and showed 
investigators how he did it. 

In coming up with the proposed sentence, the U.S. 
Attorney's office and defense attorney David Beneman 
stipulated that the Miami damage was between $200 and $400 
million, even though the estimate to repair the Miami is $450 
million.That smaller amount represents the “harm that was 
reasonably foreseeable to the defendant under the 
circumstances.” 

In other words, McElwee said later, Fury had no idea that 
the fire would cause as much damage as it did. 

Fury sentence will also include a fine, probation and 
restitution to the injured firefighters. The statutory maximum 
fine for each count is $250,000 or the cost of repairing the 
damage. That amount, said Delahanty, “far exceeds the 
amount any person could hope to repay.” 

In Fury’s case, he’s 24 years old and has no reasonable 
expectation of being able to repay a large amount when he is 
released in his 30s or early 40s. 

The exact amount of damages will be decided by the 
judge. 

The U.S. District Court probation office is conducting a 
presentence report, and Delahanty expects it will be as late as 
March when Fury is sentenced. 
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SSPPOORRTTSS::  
27. Bataan Sailors Prepared For A Shot To Host Hoops Tilt 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 09 NOV 12) ... Mike Hixenbaugh 

The familiar whoosh of helicopter blades and jet engines 
will soon be replaced by squeaking sneakers and chirping 
whistles on the flight deck of the amphibious assault ship 
Bataan. 

The Norfolk-based warship sailed to Mayport Naval 
Station in Florida to host a basketball game tonight between 
the Florida Gators and Georgetown Hoyas - one of four 
NCAA contests on Navy flattops to tip off the season. 

Sailors who two years ago pulled children from rubble in 
earthquake-ravaged Haiti and later assisted U.S. operations in 
Libya spent this week helping civilian crews assemble a 
hardwood floor and erect stadium lights. 

"We were all talking the other day about how weird it was 
that a few days ago we were sitting on the pier in Norfolk 
battling a hurricane, and now here we are in Florida with a 
basketball court sitting on our flight deck," said Lt. j.g. Traci 
Irby, who was tasked with showing dignitaries - including 
both teams and Florida Gov. Rick Scott - around the ship this 
week. 

"We're used to seeing aircraft up there, not bleachers and 
port-a-potties." 

The four games aboard ships - two on the retired aircraft 
carrier Yorktown in Charleston, S.C., another on the former 
carrier Midway in San Diego - were planned after North 
Carolina and Michigan State opened last season aboard the 

aircraft carrier Carl Vinson in California. President Barack 
Obama sat courtside. 

The Navy believes the games are an opportunity to 
"promote the service on a national stage," said Navy 
spokesman Mike Andrews. 

The Bataan's flight deck is about half the size of an 
aircraft carrier and will accommodate about 3,500 spectators, 
including 1,000 Sailors in dress whites. 

Each team will wear camouflage uniforms specially 
designed in their school's colors for the game. 

The days leading up to the contest have been a mix of 
hard labor and revelry for Bataan Sailors. While some crew 
members worked into the night preparing meals for a 
luncheon, others were invited to meet NFL stars at a 
Jacksonville Jaguars practice. 

The entire ship was offered free tickets to the team's 
Thursday night game against the Indianapolis Colts. Others 
hung around the flight deck to watch Georgetown and Florida 
practice shooting into the wind. 

"The crew is pretty anxious about it," said Petty Officer 
2nd Class James Onuska, a culinary specialist and 
Georgetown fan. "This is a real thrill compared with our 
normal duties." 

The game, scheduled for a 9 p.m. tipoff, will air on the 
NBC Sports Network cable channel. 
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28. Gators, Hoyas Will Contend With Wind, Cold In Unique, Historic Hoops Opener 
(FLORIDA TIMES-UNION 08 NOV 12) ... Hays Carlyon 

Jacksonville sports history will be made Friday. 
Florida and Georgetown’s men’s basketball teams will 

kick off the season by meeting in the inaugural Navy-Marine 
Corps Classic on the deck of the USS Bataan, an amphibious 
assault ship, at Mayport Naval Station. The game will be 
broadcast by NBC Sports Network at 9 p.m. 

Both teams reached the NCAA Tournament last season. 
Florida, ranked 10th in the Associated Press preseason poll, 
advanced to the Elite Eight. The Hoyas made it to the third 
round. 

While the event should be unforgettable to the roughly 
3,500 in attendance, the game could be. 

Both teams will have to play through cold temperatures 
and wind. The forecast calls for a chilly 52 degrees at tipoff. 
There are also worries about the court staying dry. 

“I’m more concerned about the Florida Gators than I am 
the wind and condensation,” Georgetown coach John 
Thompson III said. “We’ll see once we get to tomorrow night 
how Mother Nature affects the game.” 

Both teams got a chance to familiarize themselves with 
the Bataan and the elements on Thursday, each conducted a 
shootaround in front of roughly 100 military personnel. The 
weather was chilly, but the wind didn’t appear to have a great 
effect on outside shooting. 
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Florida led the nation in 3-point shooting last season, 
making 9.6 a game on average. While the team’s offensive 
identity has changed, the Gators have always been a 3-point 
threat in coach Billy Donovan’s 16 seasons. 

That aspect of the game might not be a factor for either 
team. In North Carolina’s 67-55 win over Michigan State on 
the deck of the USS Carl Vinson in San Diego last season, the 
teams combined to shoot 6-of-32 from behind the 3-point line. 

Florida has a proven outside shooter in senior guard 
Kenny Boynton. The senior has made 262 3-pointers in his 
career, the fifth-highest total in school history. 

“If the shots aren’t falling, we have to get to the hole,” 
Boynton said. “The numbers from the Michigan State-North 
Carolina game, I don’t think either team shot well, so we’ve 
definitely got to get fouled and get to the hole more.” 

The game could come down to hustle and the ability to 
score quickly off miscues. 

“Taking away easy baskets becomes a big premium,” 
Donovan said. “This is going to be one of those games I would 
imagine where there’s more loose balls, more defensive 
rebounds and more offensive rebounds.” 

Dealing with the wind will be a challenge, but the players 
will also have to overcome the cold. That’s something 
basketball players are not accustomed to at all. The NCAA has 
allowed the teams to wear a long-sleeve shirt underneath their 
jersey. 

“It definitely could impact shooting,” Boynton said. 
“Wind is a big factor. I heard it’s going to be 44 degrees. I’ve 
never played in the cold.” 

At least the players on the court will be moving. The city 
has brought in heaters to be put behind both team’s benches. 

“It’s a little extra motivation to stay out of foul trouble,” 
said Florida junior center Patric Young, a former Providence 
School standout. 

“Players always say they get cold on the bench, but you 
will literally be cold on the bench.” 

Florida at least has proven scorers in ideal conditions. 
Georgetown lost three players off last season’s team that 
averaged at least 11.8 points a game or better. No player in the 
Hoyas’ projected starting lineup averaged 10 points a game 
last season. 
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29. Networks Gung-Ho For College Basketball 
Military sites are hot spot for big games 
(USA TODAY 09 NOV 12) ... Michael Hiestand 

To understand why 14th-ranked Michigan State and 
Connecticut will play a college basketball game around 
midnight local time today in front of a crowd ordered to wear 
their camouflage fatigues, consider the basics of TV. 

For starters: follow the ratings. 
Whether it's reality TV or amateur singing contests, any 

novel format that racks up eyeballs will spawn imitators. 
So when a North Carolina-Michigan State men's 

basketball game last year was played on an aircraft carrier 
docked in San Diego on Veterans Day -- and drew first fan 
President Obama -- it seemed like a fun novelty. Until the 
Nielsen rating came in. 

That game drew ESPN's highest regular-season college 
basketball rating in five years and its highest-ever for the sport 
in November -- a time when other sports can crowd out 
coverage of the start of the season. 

Well, ahoy there! 
As a result, various networks are suddenly interested in 

the U.S. military and how it can provide the kind of novel-
event backdrops that can lure viewers -- such as the outdoor 
venue for the NHL's Winter Classic. 

Today's Michigan State-Connecticut matchup on ESPN (6 
p.m. ET) will be in a jet hangar at Ramstein Air Base in 
Kaiserslautern, Germany. That's midnight in Germany, so the 
game can lead in to a Maryland-Kentucky game in East Coast 
prime time. ESPN senior coordinating producer Dave Miller, 
speaking by phone from Ramstein on Thursday, said there 
were a few wrinkles to iron out; for example, the hangar floor 
is tilted for fuel drainage. The military is providing a four-man 
rock band. And, he said, "We're still working on getting a 
Humvee or small aircraft alongside the court." 

That will be the fourth college basketball game from a 
military site today. It will follow an NBC Sports Network 
college basketball doubleheader -- No. 6 Notre Dame vs. 
No.21 Ohio State in a women's game (4 p.m. ET), and No. 4 

Ohio State vs. Marquette in a men's game -- to be played on 
the deck of the retired USS Yorktown docked in Charleston, 
S.C.. You might recognize that game venue: It rescued the 
Apollo 8 space capsule in 1968 and appeared in the 1970 film 
Tora! Tora! Tora! 

Later today, NBCSN airs Georgetown vs. No. 10 Florida 
in Jacksonville from the USS Bataan, an active vessel. Dan 
Steir, NBCSN senior vice president/production, suggests that 
presents a TV wild card because some of their radars and 
frequencies are active. And, from aboard the ship Thursday, 
Steir said his crew had to remember to leave slack in its cables 
from shore "to take into account rising and lowering tides." 

The USS San Diego, docked in San Diego, is meant to 
take Marines anywhere in the world to launch amphibious 
landings. Saturday, it will just launch sports yak as it hosts 
ESPN's College GameDay football pregame show. 

And Sunday (4 p.m. ET), the Fox Sports Net regional 
channels will have No. 9 Syracuse vs. No. 20 San Diego State 
on the retired carrier USS Midway in San Diego. The on-air 
crew will include San Diego Padres announcer Dick Enberg, 
TNT/CBS analyst Steve Kerr and Fox sideline reporter Erin 
Andrews. 

The game produced a novelty -- a college basketball 
rainout -- when it was moved from today to Sunday because of 
a forecast for bad weather. Fox producer Jeff Byle said that, 
unlike modern arenas "where everything is pre-wired and it's 
plug-and-play," setting up on the ship "is completely different. 
You have to build your entire infrastructure." 

Andrews on Thursday wasn't sure what she would be 
doing in roaming the sidelines Sunday, but she was game. "I'm 
kind of the person in my family who'll try anything," she said. 
"I like being a guinea pig." 

And if these TV sports guinea pigs produce solid ratings, 
maybe next year we can finally see college basketball played 
on, say, a submarine. 
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CCOOMMMMEENNTTAARRYY::  
30. Japan Should Work With Obama To Resolve East Asia's Problems 
(ASAHI SHIMBUN 09 NOV 12) ... Editorial 

With the re-election of President Barack Obama, U.S. 
foreign policy based on international cooperation will continue 
for another four years. 

The continuation of Obama diplomacy that attaches 
importance to the Asia-Pacific region and calls for "a world 
without nuclear weapons" is also desirable to Japan. 

With the rise of China and North Korea's nuclear and 
missile development program, the situation in East Asia has 
become increasingly turbulent. How can stability be 
established in this region? 

For the next four years, Japan must actively call on the 
United States to tackle the problem together. 

"As the only nuclear power to have used a nuclear 
weapon, the United States has a moral responsibility to act." 
These words from a speech President Obama delivered in 
Prague in April 2009 stirred the national sentiment of Japan, 
the only country to suffer an atomic bomb attack. 

The fact that the president showed strong interest in 
visiting Hiroshima also struck a chord with the Japanese 
people. Why not seize this opportunity to think about how new 
Japan-U.S. relations should be? 

Unfortunately, there has been no visible progress toward 
the creation of "a world without nuclear weapons," as the 
dynamics of major powers have blocked such efforts. 

As it is, the president's visit to Hiroshima is no more than 
a wish. We strongly urge Obama to make the trip during his 
second term to send a powerful message on creating a new 
security environment. 

Furthermore, it could provide leverage for advancing the 
denuclearization of the Korean Peninsula and easing tensions 
that could lead toward nuclear disarmament by China. 

What is needed to make Obama's visit to Hiroshima a 
reality? 

If Japan continues to be at loggerheads with China and 
South Korea over issues surrounding territories and history, 
the president's Hiroshima visit could have the opposite effect 
and provoke Japan's neighbors. Moreover, if Japan-U.S. 
relations are shaky, it would be difficult for Obama to visit an 
atomic bombing site that may touch a nerve in the United 
States. 

What Japan needs to do is clear. 
One is to improve relations with South Korea and China 

that have deteriorated over historical perceptions and 
territorial disputes. 

Although it is important to assert Japan's position on such 
issues to international society, problems between the two 
nations, ideally, should be settled bilaterally. Relying on the 
Japan-U.S. security alliance is no solution to the problem. No 
matter how hard, the only way to settle these differences for 
Japan is to continue direct talks with China and South Korea. 

In addition, the leaders of Japan and the United States 
should get together and go back to square one regarding U.S. 
military bases in Okinawa Prefecture. 

The two allies agreed to relocate the U.S. Marine Corps 
Air Station Futenma to Henoko point in Nago, Okinawa 
Prefecture. But sticking to this plan will only deepen the rift 
between Okinawa and the Japanese mainland, and eventually 
undermine trust between Japan and the United States. 

It is time to seek a new relocation site outside Okinawa 
Prefecture or Japan. 

The reality of the world and problems of East Asia are 
both harsh. That is all the more reason Japan should take 
advantage of the fact that the United States is being led by a 
president who advocates a broad cause. 
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31. Fix Bayonets! 
If the Pentagon cuts R&D, the U.S. military will take a huge step backward. 
(FOREIGN POLICY 08 NOV 12) ... Sharon Weinberger 

During the presidential campaign, the importance of 
advances in military technology made a surprisingly high-
profile appearance, when President Obama made his now-
famous quip that, yes, the United States has fewer ships than it 
did in 1916, but it also has "fewer horses and bayonets." 

Beneath the zinger was an important point: quality can 
matter more than quantity, capabilities can matter more than 
numbers. But the reason the United States has been able to go 
from horses and bayonets to, as Obama put it, "these ships that 
go underwater, nuclear submarines" is that the Pentagon has 
long invested a percentage of its budget in basic science and 
technology. That legacy is now under threat amid budget cuts 
and the pressure to invest in programs that have immediate 
economic payoff -- an approach that could have dire 
consequences for military innovation. As he enters budget 

negotiations, here are five things President Obama needs to 
remember if he doesn't want to leave a legacy of bayonets. 

1) Protect the Defense Advanced Research Projects 
Agency (and remember that DARPA is an agency, not a 
slogan). DARPA is the Pentagon's far-forward-looking 
research and development arm, currently involved in 
everything from flying cars to a secretive "Plan X" to help the 
Pentagon wage cyberwar. Unlike the military services, where 
research is often focused on specific requirements, DARPA's 
mandate is to look far out into the future, investing in science 
and technology that may not pay off for years. During the 
presidential campaign, the agency proved popular with both 
candidates: Mitt Romney's energy plan, called "Believe in 
America," even made direct reference to the agency, saying 
the DARPA model, which provides "long-term, non-political 
sources of funding for a wide variety of competing, early-
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stage technologies," should be applied to energy. Obama has 
also heaped praise on DARPA and its model of innovation. 
But talk is cheap, and DARPA's large discretionary budget 
makes it an attractive target for cuts. DARPA's continuing 
success relies on protecting its funding and independence. 
While the administration was praised for only modest 
reducing its 2013 budget request for DARPA -- to $2.8 billion 
-- that number is still substantially less than four years prior, 
when the request was $3.3 billion. 

2) Set long-term research goals (and remember that 
long-term doesn't mean right now): The Pentagon's science 
and technology cadre thrive on ambitious goals, particularly 
those set by the president, whether in the space program or 
computing. But those goals must be long-term, and by their 
nature, they will not always have an immediate political 
payoff. Obama appeared last year at Carnegie Mellon 
University's National Robotics Engineering Center in 
Pittsburgh, praising a DARPA project that seeks to crowd-
source manufacturing of military vehicles, a clear hat tip to his 
message about job creation: "As futuristic and, let's face it, as 
cool as some of this stuff is, as much as we are planning for 
America's future, this partnership is about new, cutting-edge 
ideas to create new jobs, spark new breakthroughs, 
reinvigorate American manufacturing today. Right now." Of 
course, "right now" is precisely not what long-term research is 
usually about: the idea is that the country invest in basic 
research today in the hopes of reaping technological and 
economic payoffs that may be years away. The president 
should set clear goals in key military technology areas, such as 
cybersecurity, aviation, and space -- and stick to them. 

3) Beware white elephants (they will eat you out of 
house and home). Research and development funding too 
often falls victim to large procurement programs. As major 
weapons balloon in cost, the easiest way to cover the 
difference is to steal money from the research budgets (for 
example, the Army's stealth reconnaissance helicopter, the 
Comanche, was blamed for tying up the service's rotorcraft 
research and development budget for many years before it was 
finally canceled). The Joint Strike Fighter, with its trillion-
dollar price tag, is fast becoming the white elephant to dwarf 
all other white elephants, and will make it difficult, if not 
impossible, for the services to invest in other aircraft 
programs. That means, in the case of aviation, investments in 
future capabilities are likely to go nowhere while the Pentagon 
struggles to cover the cost of its current procurement. The 
president, who has spoken in support of capabilities over 
numbers, needs to ensure the Pentagon reviews its largest 
weapons programs and actually cancels those that have 
chronically underperformed. 

4) Sometimes picking "winners" works (but only 
sometimes). Both Obama and Romney agreed on the need to 
fund basic science and technology, but Romney argued that he 
would take a different approach. Romney focused on 
Solyndra, the failed solar company, as an example of the 
administration's failed strategy of "picking winners." Yet in 
the defense and intelligence realm, no one seems to complain 
about precisely this strategy, which is employed by In-Q-Tel, 
the venture capital arm of the CIA. In-Q-Tel is essentially in 
the business of picking winners: it invests in early-stage 
companies that have technology it believes will be of use to 
the intelligence community. Though that model has yielded an 
occasional loser, like investment in a Buck Rogers-lightning 
weapon, it has also resulted in some much heralded successes, 
most notably its investment in Keyhole, the company that 
developed the technology that became Google Earth, which 
has widely benefited the intelligence community, as well as 
the general public. Picking winners can work in this case 
because, unlike the Solyndra case, the organization doing the 
picking, In-Q-Tel, has a direct connection to the consumer, the 
intelligence community. The question that the president will 
face is which models work for which problems: just as the 
"DARPA model" may not work for other agencies (the 
Department of Homeland Security's "ARPA" has been a 
notable disappointment), investing in companies typically 
works best when there's an intimate understanding -- and even 
influence over -- what the customer wants. That's rarely the 
case outside of the defense and intelligence business. 

5) Invest now in science and technology, or pay the 
price later. Back in 2001, the Pentagon pledged to keep the 
science and technology investment at 3 percent of its total 
budget, a benchmark recommended by the Quadrennial 
Defense Review. That number was tossed out the door in the 
years following 9/11, when the ballooning Pentagon budget 
would have created, at least in the eyes of some defense 
officials, an unduly large hike in spending for research and 
development. The Pentagon's spending doubled over the 
course of that decade to about $800 billion a year. Not so for 
science and technology, which reached a highpoint of $14 
billion in 2004 and has since dropped down to $10 billion -- 
around the same as in 2001. There is now no clear benchmark 
for science and technology spending. Former Defense 
Secretary Gates promised 2 percent real growth each year in 
the Pentagon's basic science budget (though not for applied 
research), but it's unclear whether that policy is still in place. 
Worse, sequestration will hit research and development, just 
as it hits other parts of the budget, triggering across-the-board 
cuts that won't allow managers to protect key efforts. 

Sharon Weinberger is, a fellow at the Woodrow Wilson 
International Center for Scholars. 
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32. Focus On Aiding Military Veterans: Caring For Wounded Warriors 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 08 NOV 12) ... James A. Johnson Jr. 

This Veterans Day, Americans can take pride in knowing 
that more wounded warriors are surviving than at any point in 
our history. More of them are returning to us as decorated 
heroes with full lives ahead. 

But the damage inflicted upon these service members, 
most often traumatic brain injury and amputation, is far more 
severe than in previous combat eras. A new generation of 

maimed veterans is coming home with critical needs that 
overwhelm existing care facilities and devastate their families. 

Combat amputees have a saying: I didn’t “lose” my leg; I 
“gave” my leg in the service of my country. These all-
volunteer forces chose to be our surrogates in warfare, and we 
owe them a debt when they come home. To repay that debt, 
the U.S. must rise to the 21st-century challenge of providing 
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comprehensive services to badly wounded troops and their 
caregivers. We must develop new systems that are integrated, 
immediate, and efficient. 

In San Diego County, the region with the largest 
population of Iraq and Afghanistan War veterans, we feel this 
need most urgently, and our community is leading the way 
with a homegrown 21st-century model of coordinated care. 

A coalition of military, health care and business leaders 
has spent the past year mapping out “Invictus San Diego,” a 
regional facility that will incorporate a range of medical and 
rehabilitative care with social services, employment 
counseling, and educational programs. Over time, Invictus 
will become an engine of biotech innovations that benefit 
civilian patients and bolster the local economy. I believe that 
this center of excellence will revolutionize treatment of the 
acutely injured and the chronically ill, and it has been my 
privilege to participate in its planning. 

As a retired Navy surgeon who began his service treating 
fallen Marines in Vietnam, and as an active civilian surgeon 
with a local practice, I have a personal stake in improving the 
care of San Diego’s wounded warriors. I came here from 
Washington D.C. in September 2001 to take the post of 
commander of Naval Medical Center San Diego. My last day 
at the Pentagon was Sept. 14, and I have searing memories of 
performing triage in the parking lot on victims of the terrorist 
attack. 

I have seen the “killed in action” rate drop from over 20 
percent when I joined the Navy in 1966 to 8 percent now. 
High-tech helmets and body armor have lowered the number 
of fatalities from head and torso wounds. But they do not 
shield extremities or ward off brain trauma. And improvised 
explosive devices, the terrorist’s weapon of choice, are 
specifically designed to cause mutilation. 

In the battlefields of Iraq and Afghanistan, wounded 
warriors are quickly transported to full-service medical 
stations, and once stabilized, for the first time ever they are 
sent stateside in a matter of days. From then on, traumatic 
brain injuries and amputations require long-term treatment 
from a network of specialists, including reconstructive 
surgeons, prosthetists, neurologists, urologists, and 
psychiatrists. And these crippling conditions necessitate 
intensive 24/7 care that quickly engulfs spouses, parents and 
siblings. 

San Diego has always embraced its military residents as 
our own, and this mindset has put us at the forefront of a 
movement to emphasize community-based care for wounded 
warriors. We also boast a unique culture of collaboration 
across industry, government, academia, and nonprofit 
agencies. 

From the outset, Invictus has been a public-private 
partnership, and various civic and industry leaders are strongly 
committed to its success. The Rancho Santa Fe Foundation 
has stepped up as our primary sponsor. Scripps Health came 
on board at once. InnovaSystems and Lusardi Inc. are among 
the local firms that have pledged support. And philanthropists 
like John Paul DeJoria and T. Denny Sanford have been early 
and generous benefactors. 

This Veterans Day, San Diegans can take pride in our 
national leadership of improving the care of wounded 
warriors. If we join together to act now, by next Veterans Day, 
our Invictus project will be under construction, and our 
community will push forward in serving those who have 
served us so valiantly. 

Johnson, M.D., a retired rear admiral, is president of the 
San Diego Military Advisory Council and a member of the 
board of Invictus San Diego. 
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33. Focus On Aiding Military Veterans: Easing Transition To College 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 08 NOV 12) ... Vince Vasquez and Ryan Darby 

Thousands of young military veterans are returning home 
today unprepared for the transition to college. Just ask Rich 
Gilbert, retired Marine Scout Sniper and UC San Diego 
undergrad. 

As president of UCSD’s Student Veterans Organization, 
Gilbert has helped dozens of fellow vets learn basic civilian 
tasks, such as filing enrollment paperwork and applying for 
bank loans. He worries that new veterans “don’t know how to 
transition. There’s not enough time to transition.” His 
experience is supported by evidence nationwide. According to 
the 2010 National Survey of Veterans, only a quarter (25.3 
percent) of veterans “agreed” or “strongly agreed” that the 
military allowed them enough time to transition to civilian life 
and look for a job. More worrisome, only 34 percent of young 
veterans aged 18-30 indicated they were “very well” or “well” 
prepared to enter the civilian job market when they left 
military service. 

Gilbert is particularly troubled that veterans are not 
prepared for the financial burden of higher education. Colleges 
and universities have traditionally been the transition centers 
for generations of veterans, providing them the skills and 
degrees they need to return to the civilian world. However, 
with state budget cuts and a souring economy, financial 
resources to support student vets are in short supply. While GI 

Bill benefits have increased for newer veterans, a closer look 
reveals the program still fails to meet its full commitment. 

Student vets commonly have expenses like books, school 
supplies, fees, transportation costs and living expenses that far 
exceed their GI Bill stipend. An independent survey found that 
on average, local vets spend $2,100 each year on out-of-
pocket education expenses. Paperwork, bureaucracy and 
disbursement delays have also left veterans unexpectedly short 
of cash at the time of school registration, forcing them to 
cover enrollment costs out-of-pocket. 

This is no small expense because many veteran students – 
who are entering college in their late 20s and early 30s – have 
dependents, jobs and service-related injuries. Meanwhile, they 
face the difficult challenge of adapting to civilian life. This 
makes higher education a far more difficult and stressful 
ordeal for them than their younger peers. 

Additionally, some honorably discharged vets have not 
fulfilled the requisite service obligations to receive the 
maximum education benefit under the GI Bill. Others, like 
Sgt. Gilbert, will see their GI Bill benefits expire before they 
can complete their degree coursework. 

Says Gilbert, “The last thing a student veteran should 
have to worry about is where his next meal is coming from.” 
We couldn’t agree more. These young men and women, who 
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courageously answered our nation’s call and fought in our 
time of need, deserve better. 

Earlier this year, we established the Military Veteran 
Scholarship Fund at UCSD to honor the service and sacrifices 
of our returning veterans. The intent of the scholarship is to 
fulfill a commitment to provide veterans with access to higher 
education, even when the GI Bill falls short. We plan to raise 
more than $25,000 to provide a permanent, endowed 
scholarship fund for deserving undergraduate students who 
have a minimum 3.0 GPA, demonstrate financial need and are 
serving with honor or who have been honorably discharged 
from the armed forces. Through the generous donations and 
pledges by family, friends, fellow alumni, UCSD staff and 
military veterans, we’ve already raised one-third of the 
pledges toward our goal. 

With the population of student veterans expected to soar, 
the need for military scholarships has never been greater. Due 

to recent defense budget cuts and the drawdown of military 
operations in Iraq and Afghanistan, these young men and 
women are returning home en masse. 2.4 million servicemen 
and women who enlisted or received commissions after Sept. 
11, 2001, have already separated from service, and more are 
on the way. The National University System Institute for 
Policy Research – a local think tank – estimates that more than 
16,000 post-9/11 veterans will move to San Diego County by 
the end of this decade. 

Sgt. Gilbert and the UCSD veteran community are doing 
all they can to help fellow vets make the grade on campus, but 
they shouldn’t be alone. We have a charge to keep. Thousands 
of young, brave warriors are returning home, and they need 
our help for the journey ahead. 

Vasquez and Darby are graduates of UC San Diego, and 
co-founders of the UCSD Military Veteran Scholarship. 
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34. Making Up For Lost Time 
A torrent of postponed decisions await. 
(WASHINGTON POST 09 NOV 12) ... Editorial 

Although it didn’t attract much attention, the pace of 
government in Washington slowed to a crawl over the past 
year. Important regulations were stalled, decisions were 
deferred and pressing issues were held in abeyance or 
neglected by President Obama and Congress, largely out of a 
desire to avoid political risk. The president set the tone by 
focusing in a singular fashion on his reelection campaign. 
Now he, lawmakers and regulators have a torrent of decisions 
to make, many of them postponed for too long. 

By far the most important is repairing the financial health 
of the nation. The fiscal cliff isn’t an object of nature; it was 
created to force Congress to make some painful decisions, 
which Congress nonetheless managed to avoid. Today, the 
nation urgently needs an intelligent and bipartisan deal to avert 
the crude, automatic cuts and tax increases that loom without 
action. The uncertainty is a heavy albatross for a weak 
economy. Resolving it would be a tonic — and is the only 
responsible course. 

In recent months, the White House bottled up or slow-
walked a host of pending rules, fearful of the GOP’s battle cry 
of “job-killing regulations.” Many of them may be debatable, 
but it is time to get the machinery of government working 
again, and to have the debate. According to National Journal, 
the Environmental Protection Agency has been sitting on a 
dozen major regulations. These include rules to curb ozone 
emissions from coal plants. In 2011, the president signed the 
Food Safety Modernization Act, the most ambitious overhaul 

of the nation’s food safety system since the 1930s, which 
Congress approved with broad bipartisan support and industry 
backing. But the rules to implement it have been held up by 
the Office of Management and Budget for nearly a year. In 
another example, the health-care reform law stipulated that 
final rules for a sunshine provision on drug-company 
payments to physicians and teaching hospitals were to be 
issued by October 2011. They still have not been. 

In national security, too, it is time to face up to some 
long-delayed issues. One of them is the onslaught of 
cyberattacks and cybertheft against the private sector. 
Legislation that stalled in Congress would enable the 
government to use sophisticated methods to help defend 
business. The best outcome would be a bipartisan 
congressional compromise and a law, but lacking that, the 
president may have good reason to impose some provisions by 
executive order. 

Also, the president will soon have to decide whether to 
renew negotiations with Iran on its nuclear program, and if so, 
on what terms; how to respond to an expected attempt by the 
Palestinians to win statehood recognition from the U.N. 
General Assembly; and how to address the continuing civil 
war in Syria, which is threatening to spread to nearby U.S. 
allies and destabilize the Middle East. 

As Ronald Reagan aptly put it once, it’s time to put the 
work shoes on. 
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On This Day In The Navy: 
1873: Lt. Charles Belknap calls a meeting at the Naval Academy to establish the U.S. Naval Institute for the purpose of 
disseminating scientific and professional knowledge throughout the Navy. 
 

TOP STORIES: 
1. Syria Rebukes Turkey As Artillery Fight Continues 
(NEW YORK TIMES 09 OCT 12) ... Rick Gladstone 

Syria escalated tensions with Turkey on Monday, accusing its neighbor and former friend of imperialist delusions reminiscent of 
Ottoman dynastic rule, as Syrian Army gunners exchanged artillery blasts with their Turkish counterparts across the border for the 
sixth consecutive day. 

 
2. Iran Raises Rhetoric Against Israel 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 09 OCT 12) ... Benoît Faucon and Joshua Mitnick 

Iran accused Israel of launching cyberattacks on its oil facilities and derided the Jewish state's air defenses, although it didn't take 
responsibility for a drone that entered the Jewish state's airspace Saturday before Israel shot it down. 

 
3. Panetta, Allen To Reassure NATO On Insider Attacks 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 09 OCT 12) ... Lolita C. Baldor 

BRUSSELS -- NATO defense leaders gathering here this week remain committed to the war in Afghanistan, according to U.S. 
and alliance officials, but there are growing signs that the Afghan political and military hostilities against the coalition are starting to 
wear on the coalition. 

 

MIDEAST: 
4. Think Tank: Path To Iran Nuke Warhead 2-4 Months 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 08 OCT 12) ... George Jahn 

VIENNA -- Iran could produce enough weapons-grade uranium to arm a nuclear bomb within two to four months but would still 
face serious "engineering challenges" - and much longer delays - before it succeeds in making the other components needed for a 
functioning warhead, a respected U.S. think tank said Monday. 

 
5. Newsweek’s Iran War Game 
Will America get pulled into another Mideast war? We hosted a 'war game' with former U.S. officials to find 
out. 
(NEWSWEEK 15 OCT 12) ... Dan Ephron 

It’s 5 in the morning when the phone rings at the beachfront home of Dan Shapiro, the American ambassador to Israel. On the line 
is Rafi Barak, the head of Israel’s foreign ministry, sounding tense. Israel has struck six Iranian nuclear facilities overnight, causing 
extensive damage, he says. Israeli’s foreign minister will soon be calling Secretary of State Hillary Clinton with details. 

 
6. Rebels Clash With Syrian Security Forces Near Lebanon 
(NEW YORK TIMES 08 OCT 12) ... Anne Barnard 

BEIRUT, Lebanon — Rebel fighters and security forces in Syria clashed near the border with Lebanon and fought over a military 
barracks in Aleppo on Sunday, while Turkish artillery fired into Syria for a fifth consecutive day in retaliation for cross-border 
shelling. 
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7. Lebanon Says Israeli Planes Circled Its Airspace For An Hour 
(NEW YORK TIMES 08 OCT 12) ... Jodi Rudoren 

JERUSALEM — The morning after the Israeli Air Force shot down an unidentified drone in the Negev Desert, the Lebanese 
government said that four Israeli warplanes spent an hour on Sunday illegally circling in its airspace. 

 
8. Egypt And Turkey Hold Joint Naval Exercise 
(REUTERS 08 OCT 12) ... Marwa Awad 

CAIRO -- The Egyptian and Turkish navies have begun a week-long joint drill in the eastern Mediterranean, an Egyptian military 
official said on Monday. 

 
9. In Probe Of Libya Attack, Tough Choices For Obama 
Options for pursuit of justice all fraught with familiar difficulties 
(WASHINGTON POST 09 OCT 12) ... Michael Birnbaum and Craig Whitlock 

TRIPOLI, Libya — The Obama administration is confronting a legal and policy dilemma that could reshape how it pursues 
terrorism suspects around the world as investigators try to determine who was responsible for the Sept. 11 attack on the U.S. mission 
in Benghazi. 

 

ASIA – PACIFIC: 
10. New Destroyer A Significant Development For Chinese Sea Power 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 08 OCT 12) ... Gabe Collins and Andrew Erickson 

Now that the People’s Liberation Army Navy (PLAN) has commissioned its first aircraft carrier and may be looking to assemble 
one or more carrier groups over time, what about the rest of the fleet? 

 
11. Philippines And U.S. Start Joint Exercises 
(NEW YORK TIMES 09 OCT 12) ... Floyd Whaley 

SUBIC BAY, the Philippines — Marines from the Philippines and the United States began 10 days of joint exercises focused on 
disaster relief, humanitarian assistance and maritime security. 

 
12. Treaty, Leadership Surround U.S. Decision On Islands 
(DEFENSE NEWS 08 0CT 12) ... Jinho Park 

Diplomatic tension surrounding the claims of territorial sovereignty over islands in Northeast Asia is at a high point and seems to 
be far from coming to —a lull. 

 
13. Seoul To Extend Missile Range 
Weapons Would Be Able to Reach All of North Korea Under Deal Agreed With U.S. 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 08 OCT 12) ... Evan Ramstad 

SEOUL—South Korea said it agreed with the U.S. to extend the range of its ballistic-missile systems to cover all of North Korea, 
going beyond the 185-mile limit of a voluntary agreement with the U.S. and other countries. 

 
14. N. Korea Says South, U.S. Are Within Its Missile Range 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 09 OCT 12) ... Hyung-Jin Kim 

SEOUL, South Korea -- North Korea warned Tuesday that the U.S. mainland is within range of its missiles, saying Washington's 
recent agreement to let Seoul possess missiles capable of hitting all of the North shows the allies are plotting to invade the country. 

 
15. Southeast Asia Splashes Out On Defense, Mostly Maritime 
(REUTERS 07 OCT 12) ... John O'Callaghan 

SINGAPORE--Indonesia is buying submarines from South Korea and coastal radar systems from China and the United States. 
Vietnam is getting submarines and combat jets from Russia, while Singapore - the world's fifth-largest weapons importer - is adding to 
its sophisticated arsenal. 

 

VOTING: 
16. Panetta: Troop To The Polls 
Registration rate 2012 vs. '08 disputed 
(WASHINGTON TIMES 08 OCT 12) ... Shaun Waterman 

The U.S. military is making one last push to get troops, especially those posted overseas, to register to vote, as the first state 
deadlines for absentee registration approach this week. 
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PERSONNEL: 
17. As Military Suicides Rise, Focus Is On Private Weapons 
(NEW YORK TIMES 08 OCT 12) ... James Dao 

With nearly half of all suicides in the military having been committed with privately owned firearms, the Pentagon and Congress 
are moving to establish policies intended to separate at-risk service members from their personal weapons. 

 
18. New Course Aims To Better Prepare Rising SWOs 
(NAVY TIMES 15 0CT 12) ... Gidget Fuentes 

SAN DIEGO — The inaugural class of 156 prospective surface warfare officers has wrapped up its first week of the Navy's new 
course for instilling at-sea leadership skills. 

 
19. Navy Reopens TA Funding For Vocational Programs 
‘Clock hour' offerings back after two-year hiatus 
(NAVY TIMES 15 0CT 12) ... Mark D. Faram 

Sailors can once again use tuition assistance dollars for many civilian vocational programs now that the Navy's lifted a two year 
ban on the practice. 

 
20. Murray, Levin Call For Better Evaluation System For Veterans With Disabilities 
(THE HILL 08 OCT 12) ... Ramsey Cox 

Sens. Patty Murray (D-Wash.) and Carl Levin (D-Mich.) asked the Veterans Affairs’ Department and Defense Department to 
work together to improve the “broken” disability evaluation process. 

 

UNIFORMS: 
21. The Case For Common Cammies 
A decade of experimentation yielded service-specific uniforms that don't work in combat 
(NAVY TIMES 15 0CT 12) ... Andrew Tilghman 

The U.S. military developed at least seven new combat utility uniforms over the past decade as one service after the other set out 
to create its own unique designs. 

 

UNMANNED VEHICLES: 
22. Sea Power For Robots 
(BOSTON GLOBE 08 OCT 12) ... Martin LaMonica 

More and more torpedo-shaped-robots are plying the oceans to sniff out mines, gather environmental data, and scan the ocean 
floor for famous wrecks. 

 
23. Unmanned Helos Ease Burden For Logistics Marines 
Outposts get new provisions in 1/12 the time 
(MARINE CORPS TIMES 15 OCT 12) ... Dan Lamothe 

COMBAT OUTPOST PAYNE, Afghanistan — The slender gray helicopter chattered in from the open desert, a sling hanging 
beneath it as it glided to this Marine base in Helmand province. The novelty for those nearby: No one was onboard. 

 

NUCLEAR TRIAD: 
24. America’s Nuclear Tab Nearing $660 Billion, New Report Says 
(FOREIGN POLICY (THE E-RING) 08 OCT 12) ... Kevin Baron 

The cost of American’s nuclear arsenal is projected to reach as much as $661 billion over the next decade, a new report claims. 
 

INFRASTRUCTURE / INSTALLATIONS: 
25. A Greener Mess Hall 
Pilot program brings plant-based dining ware to military bases 
(FEDERAL TIMES 08 OCT 12) ... Andy Medici 

Service members and civilians at two military installations will see their meals get a little greener under a new pilot program by 
the Defense Logistics Agency. But it won't be the food. 
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26. Naval Medical Center Expands Prosthetic Care 
C5 getting larger lab, therapy areas 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 08 OCT 12) ... Gretel C. Kovach 

The Navy is in the midst of a $240,000 expansion of prosthetic care facilities in San Diego serving military service members and 
veterans who lost limbs to war wounds, accidents and illness. 

 

OUTREACH: 
27. Vice Admiral Harris Discusses His Issei Heritage 
Assistant to the chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff to keynote Evening of Aloha. 
(RAFU SHIMPO (LA JAPANESE NEWS) 05 OCT 12) 

In his position as assistant to the chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, Vice Adm. Harry B. Harris Jr. is often seen traveling with 
Secretary of State Hillary Clinton as her military liaison, including spending several days last week at the United Nations General 
Assembly Meeting in New York City. 

 

PRESIDENTIAL RACE: 
28. Mitt Romney’s Big Plans For USN 
Adviser Lehman Says Goal Is 350-Ship Fleet 
(DEFENSE NEWS 08 OCT 12) ... Christopher P. Cavas 

Republican Mitt Romney’s campaign has steered clear of providing too many specifics when it comes to how he would govern as 
president. 

 

COMMENTARY: 
29. Whose Revolution? 
Syrian rebels battle extremists' growing power 
(WASHINGTON POST 08 OCT 12) ... David Ignatius 

ALEPPO, Syria--Leading the fight in Sakhour on the eastern side of this embattled city is the Tawafuk Battalion of the Free 
Syrian Army. It reports to a new coordinating body known as the Military Council, according to Mustafa Shabaan, the acting 
commander of Tawafuk. 

 
30. Yes, It Lessens The Chances Of Conflict 
(BOSTON GLOBE 09 OCT 12) ... Michael Oren 

In America, all events -- domestic and foreign -- are currently seen through the prism of the presidential elections. In Israel, 
though, our prism is not political but existential. Iran's irrational rulers daily pledge to wipe us off the map while rapidly producing the 
nuclear capability to do it. Can they be stopped, we ask ourselves, and, if so, by whom? Is there still time? 

 
31. The Future Of Cyberwar 
We need more than a workshop on how we intend to fight online 
(WASHINGTON POST 09 OCT 12) ... Editorial 

A workshop on cyberwar, sponsored by the Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency (DARPA), is scheduled this month in 
Arlington to discuss “Plan X,” which the agency says is designed “to create revolutionary technologies for understanding, planning, 
and managing cyberwar” and to study “fundamental strategies and tactics needed to dominate the cyber battlespace.” People from 
industry and academia have been invited; the general public, news media and foreigners have not. 

 
32. America Just Can't Help It 
(LOS ANGELES TIMES 09 OCT 12) ... Tom Engelhardt 

A great power without a significant enemy? That's what the U.S. has become. 
 

33. Military Readiness Requires Budget 
Looming deficit crisis threatens security 
(WASHINGTON TIMES 09 OCT 12) ... Dale Lumme 

Most Americans agree that deficit reduction needs to be a national priority and that our nation needs to be more fiscally 
responsible. Moreover, there should be no debate that Congress has a constitutional obligation to provide the means to defend our 
nation's homeland security. The current global environment requires the United States to maintain a high state of awareness and 
readiness to protect its security, prosperity and values and to maintain international order - the bedrock of the president's national 
security strategy. 
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34. Prepare For The Worst 
(DEFENSE NEWS 08 OCT 12) ... Editorial 

Obama administration officials say there’s no point crafting detailed sequestration plans, given it’s a crisis created by Congress 
that might never happen. 

 
35. Protect U.S. Defense Labs From Budget Cuts 
(DEFENSE NEWS 08 OCT 12) ... Philip Coyle 

Attacked by 30 to 40 Taliban, four Navy SEALs needed air support, but Afghan mountains blocked radio transmissions. Their 
leader, Lt. Michael Murphy, who is a Medal of Honor recipient, fought to an open area and radioed in support before dying of 
wounds. Other units had similar radio problems. In response, defense laboratory engineers have modified Iridium phones that transmit 
over mountains via satellites, tested them alongside war fighters in Afghanistan and helped field more than 5,000 systems. 
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TOP STORIES: 
1. Syria Rebukes Turkey As Artillery Fight Continues 
(NEW YORK TIMES 09 OCT 12) ... Rick Gladstone 

Syria escalated tensions with Turkey on Monday, 
accusing its neighbor and former friend of imperialist 
delusions reminiscent of Ottoman dynastic rule, as Syrian 
Army gunners exchanged artillery blasts with their Turkish 
counterparts across the border for the sixth consecutive day. 

Insurgent sympathizers and the Syrian government 
described an extremely violent day in the nearly 19-month-old 
uprising in Syria. In unverified accounts, killings and 
destruction were reported in the cities of Aleppo, Homs and 
Dara’a and in northern Idlib Province, where members of the 
rebel Free Syrian Army claimed to have discovered a 
massacre committed by security forces at a makeshift prison. 

In Damascus, there were reports that a suicide attacker 
had detonated a bomb near a government intelligence 
compound. 

The new violence coincided with word that the Syrian 
National Council, the main opposition group in exile, which 
has been plagued by leadership dysfunction and factionalism, 
was trying to make itself more relevant to a future political 
solution by convening a special conference next week in 
Doha, Qatar. 

In what appeared to be part of that effort, the council’s 
president, Abdulbaset Sieda, was said by the news 
organization Al Arabiya to have visited Bab al-Hawa, a rebel-
held border town, on Monday. If true, the trip would be his 
first into Syria since he became the group’s leader in June. 

Mr. Sieda was quoted in a telephone interview with The 
Associated Press as saying the group would not rule out a 
future role for any members of President Bashar al-Assad’s 
government, as long as they had not ordered killings or 
participated in them. By some estimates more than 20,000 
Syrians have died. 

Mr. Sieda seemed to be trying to revive suggestions 
floated in the council that some of Mr. Assad’s subordinates 
could have a soft landing in a post-Assad government. Those 
suggestions had gained little support as others in the council, 
which has rarely spoken with a unified voice, insisted that 
everyone in Mr. Assad’s government was irrevocably tainted. 

As a possible interim leader, Mr. Sieda mentioned a 
Syrian vice president, Farouk al-Sharaa, whose name had also 
been floated in an Arab League peace plan that went nowhere. 

George Sabra, a spokesman for the council, played down 
the significance of Mr. Sieda’s statement, saying the council 
welcomed anyone who had not participated in killing. What 
constitutes participation, however, is unclear. Mr. Sharaa has 
been an important figure in Mr. Assad’s hierarchy for years. 

“The issue is not just names,” Mr. Sabra said by 
telephone. “But we need a plan. What’s the benefit if we 
change names and keep the regime? Do you think people will 
accept that?” 

He also said that the council had “no problem” with Mr. 
Sharaa, but that “no one can decide, or approve, except the 
Syrian people.” 

Mr. Sharaa’s name as an interim president also was 
broached over the weekend by the Turkish government, which 
has long hosted members of the Syrian National Council. The 
Turkish foreign minister, Ahmet Davutoglu, said Mr. Sharaa’s 
hands “are not contaminated in blood.” 

But that idea was dismissed on Monday by Syria’s 
information minister, Omran al-Zoubi, in a reaction reported 
by the official Syrian Arab News Agency. Mr. Zoubi accused 
the Turkish government of behaving as if the world had 
reverted to the Ottoman dominance that shaped the Middle 
East for centuries. 

“Turkey isn’t the Ottoman Sultanate,” Mr. Zoubi said. 
“The Turkish Foreign Ministry doesn’t name custodians in 
Damascus, Mecca, Cairo and Jerusalem.” 

He said the Turkish foreign minister’s statements 
reflected “obvious political and diplomatic confusion and 
blundering,” according to SANA. 

Mr. Zoubi’s rejoinder came as Turkey shelled Syrian 
targets across the border on Monday after a Syrian shell hit the 
Altinozu district of Hatay Province, where farmers were 
working. The semiofficial Anatolian News Agency said there 
were no injuries. 

Turkey and Syria once enjoyed one of the strongest 
friendships among Middle Eastern neighbors. They became 
estranged after Mr. Assad’s government brutally suppressed 
the political opposition that started with peaceful 
demonstrations in March 2011. 

Turkish and Syrian border troops have been shelling each 
other since Wednesday, after a Syrian mortar shell killed five 
civilians in Turkey, a NATO member. The shelling has raised 
fears that the unrest in Syria will broaden into a regional war. 

Syria has accused Saudi Arabia and Qatar of joining with 
Turkey in arming the insurgents, an accusation that gained 
some credibility with a report on Monday by BBC News, 
which said its correspondent had seen three crates of what 
appeared to be Saudi weapons diverted to a rebel base in 
Aleppo. 

Reporting was contributed by Anne Barnard, Hwaida 
Saad, Hala Droubi and Hania Mourtada from Beirut, 
Lebanon, and Sebnem Arsu from Istanbul. 
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2. Iran Raises Rhetoric Against Israel 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 09 OCT 12) ... Benoît Faucon and Joshua Mitnick 

Iran accused Israel of launching cyberattacks on its oil 
facilities and derided the Jewish state's air defenses, although 
it didn't take responsibility for a drone that entered the Jewish 
state's airspace Saturday before Israel shot it down. 

Tehran's comments Monday came as political pressure 
inside Iran rises over the country's fragile economy, partly the 

result of Western sanctions against its nuclear program. 
Lawmakers, which has been sparring with President 
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad over a range of issues, said they 
would try to require him to testify over Iran's economy in the 
coming weeks. 
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Tehran has grappled with an acute currency crisis since 
last week, when the long-dipping Iranian currency, the rial, 
began to plunge. On Sunday, parliamentarians lambasted 
President Ahmadinejad for a 25% drop in the rial's value 
against the dollar in the prior week. Mr. Ahmadinejad blames 
currency speculation and the economic sanctions. 

Some analysts said the accusations against Israel could be 
the regime's attempt to provide a distraction from internal 
political wrangling and deflect attention from its domestic 
problems. 

"Iran has lost control of its currency," said Cliff Kupchan, 
a director at the Eurasia Group, a New York-based risk 
consultancy. So the government's "talking point in the 
morning is about what the scapegoat of the day is." 

Israeli officials declined to comment on Iran's cyber-
espionage accusations. Some Israeli analysts speculated the 
Iranian allegations over the drone entering Israel reflect 
anxieties. 

"They are worried that their deterrence has been eroded," 
said Meir Javedanfar, an Iran analyst at the Herzliya 
Interdisciplinary Center, an Israeli college and research center. 
He said that if the drone was sent by Hezbollah, Iran's ally in 
Lebanon, it shows a "measured" response to the pressure. 
"They are being careful not to start a war." 

Mohammad Reza Golshani, head of information 
technology at the state-owned Iranian Offshore Oil Co., told 
the Mehr news agency in Iran on Monday that there has been 
"a new cyberattack on the information system of offshore 
facilities in the past few weeks," referring to an oil platform. 
He said Iran repelled the attack. 

Mr. Golshani, who didn't respond to a request for 
comment, told Mehr that "an examination of the attacks 
showed they had been planned by the Zionist regime"—his 
term for Israel—"and several other countries." 

Computer viruses have hit Iran's nuclear program and key 
government offices, including the oil ministry in the past. But 
disruption to Iran's strategic oil output—a key source of 
revenue—would be another serious setback, coming after 
Iran's exports have sharply declined amid escalating sanctions. 

Israel and the U.S. have reportedly initiated prior 
computer intrusions, though neither has confirmed nor denied 
responsibility for the computer attacks. 

Meanwhile, a top military commander in Tehran on 
Monday insisted Israel's air defenses were weak. Saturday's 
drone incursion into Israel shows the country's Iron Dome 
anti-missile defense system "is ineffective," said Jamaluddin 
Aberoumand, a deputy coordinator for Iran's elite military 
unit, the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps, whose remarks 
were carried by the semi-official Fars news agency. He called 
Israeli speculation that Iran was behind the drone a 
"psychological operation." 

Some Israeli politicians and analysts speculated that the 
aircraft was launched by Hezbollah. 

A spokesman for the Israeli Defense Force said the 
military began tracking the drone while it was over the 
Mediterranean, as it entered Israeli-controlled airspace in 
Gaza, and in Israel's own airspace before the Israeli Air Force 
shot it down over an unpopulated area near Yatir, at the 
southern tip of the West Bank. 

The Israeli Defense Force would not comment on the 
route of the drone while in Israeli airspace, about who sent the 
drone or who made the drone, except to say that it didn't 
originate in Gaza. The spokesman declined to comment on 
Iran's allegation that the drone evaded the Iron Dome system. 

Separately, the Israeli Defense Force traded strikes with 
militants Hamas and Islamic Jihad. Dozens of rockets and 
mortars were fired into southern Israel on Monday, and 
several Gazans were injured in Israeli retaliatory strikes. 

Return to Index 
 

3. Panetta, Allen To Reassure NATO On Insider Attacks 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 09 OCT 12) ... Lolita C. Baldor 

BRUSSELS -- NATO defense leaders gathering here this 
week remain committed to the war in Afghanistan, according 
to U.S. and alliance officials, but there are growing signs that 
the Afghan political and military hostilities against the 
coalition are starting to wear on the coalition. 

Defense Secretary Leon Panetta and other U.S. officials 
heading to the meetings say they expect to reassure allies that 
military commanders are doing all they can to stem the tide of 
insider attacks, in which Afghan troops or insurgents dressed 
in their uniforms turn their guns on the coalition forces that 
they are training and fighting alongside. 

Compounding those military threats, however, is a recent 
spike in political tensions between Afghanistan's government 
leaders and the U.S. 

Afghan President Hamid Karzai complained that the war 
effort is wrongheaded, and that coalition forces are not 
fighting the right enemy. 

Just days ahead of the NATO meeting, Panetta was 
uncharacteristically sharp, criticizing Karzai for complaining 
rather than thanking the troops who have sacrificed their lives 
for his country. Karzai's argument that NATO is wrongly 
going after the Taliban in Afghanistan when it should be 
fighting insurgents in Pakistan's safe havens could further 

erode support for the war, particularly among members of 
Congress. 

Panetta's pique reflects the frustration of his military 
commanders, who have seen more than 2,000 U.S. troops die 
in the 11-year war. And it can only fuel the increasingly 
strident grumbling by American lawmakers who are facing 
hotly contested elections next month, and are hearing from 
constituents wondering why the U.S. is pouring billions of 
dollars into a fight that Afghanistan's shaky and corruption-
plagued government may no longer support. 

Still, Panetta and allied leaders, including NATO 
Secretary-General Anders Fogh Rasmussen, insist that the war 
strategy and the timeline remain firm. They say the coalition 
will stick to the withdrawal schedule, which has combat forces 
leaving and Afghan forces taking over security of the country 
by the end of 2014. 

Panetta told reporters traveling with him that the ministers 
will discuss the progress that has been made since they met for 
a summit in Chicago earlier this year. 

"I'll also reassure allies of our strong commitment to 
finishing the job in Afghanistan alongside our allies," he said. 

Defense ministers on Wednesday will also hear from 
Marine Gen. John Allen, the top U.S. commander in 
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Afghanistan, who will discuss measures the military has taken 
to reduce the insider attacks. 

The attacks, which have killed more than 53 coalition 
troops this year, have imperiled the strategy by eating away at 
the trust between the allied forces and the Afghans they were 
sent there to mentor and train. 

"My goal is to make clear to NATO and to our allies that 
we are taking all steps necessary to confront this issue and that 
it should not be allowed to deter us from the plan that Gen. 
Allen put in place," said Panetta. 

With support for the war ebbing across America and 
much of the world, there have been growing calls for a 
speedier withdrawal. 

That prospect raises alarm among commanders who 
worry that they won't have the forces they need to do the 
training and counterterrorism operations they believe 
necessary to continue the transition of security to the Afghan 
troops while also keeping the Taliban from resurging. 

The ministers will also begin the planning process for the 
post-2014, NATO-led mission, which is likely to include 
continuing training and ongoing U.S. commando operations. 

On Tuesday, the allies are scheduled to discuss the 
widening gap in defense spending between the U.S. and the 

European allies, who have been cutting military budgets as 
part of their financial austerity measures. In the middle of the 
past decade, the U.S. accounted for about 63 percent of total 
alliance spending, in contrast to 77 percent today. 

Responding to a question about Panetta's criticism of 
Karzai's complaints that troops should focus on Pakistan 
insurgents coming across the border rather than the Taliban in 
the country, a NATO official would say only that the alliance's 
operations were limited to Afghanistan. 

"Therefore NATO is not in a position to take action on 
militants on the other side of the border," said the official, who 
could not be named in line with alliance rules. 

"Obviously we've looked at (this issue), but it is not 
something that NATO can take the lead in," he said. "It is 
always important to remember that for NATO, the limit of our 
operations is the borders of Afghanistan." 

The U.S. has ramped up its unmanned drone campaign 
targeting insurgents that wage attacks then return to Pakistan 
safe havens, including the Haqqani network. But there are 
ongoing frustrations that Pakistan is not doing enough to tamp 
down the militants within its borders. 

Return to Index 
 
 

MIDEAST: 
4. Think Tank: Path To Iran Nuke Warhead 2-4 Months 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 08 OCT 12) ... George Jahn 

VIENNA -- Iran could produce enough weapons-grade 
uranium to arm a nuclear bomb within two to four months but 
would still face serious "engineering challenges" - and much 
longer delays - before it succeeds in making the other 
components needed for a functioning warhead, a respected 
U.S. think tank said Monday. 

While Iran denies any interest in possessing nuclear arms, 
the international community fears it may turn its peaceful 
uranium enrichment program toward weapons making - a 
concern that is growing as Tehran expands the number of 
machines it uses to enrich its stockpile of enriched uranium. 
As those fears grow, so does concern that Israel could carry 
out its threats to attack Iran's nuclear facilities before that 
nation reaches the bomb-making threshold. 

In a strident call for an internationally drawn "red line" on 
what he said is Iran's move toward nuclear arms, Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said on Sept. 28 that the world 
has until next summer at the latest to stop Tehran before it can 
build an atomic bomb. Flashing a diagram of a cartoon-like 
bomb before the U.N. General Assembly, Netanyahu said Iran 
is ready to move to the "final stage" of making such a weapon 
by then. 

For now, U.S. military and intelligence officials say they 
don't believe Iran's leadership has made the decision to build a 
bomb, while also warning that the country is moving closer to 
the ability to do so. 

The Institute for Science and International Security did 
not make a judgment on whether Iran plans to turn its 
enrichment capabilities toward weapons making. But in its 
report made available to The Associated Press ahead of 
publication Monday, it drew a clear distinction between 
Tehran's ability to make the fissile core of a warhead by 

producing 25 kilograms (55 pounds) of weapons-grade 
uranium from its lower enriched stockpiles and the warhead 
itself. 

"Despite work it may have done in the past," Iran would 
need "many additional months to manufacture a nuclear 
device suitable for underground testing and even longer to 
make a reliable warhead for a ballistic missile," the report 
said. 

Beside its payload of weapons grade uranium, a nuclear 
warhead also needs to have a complicated trigger mechanism 
that sets off a chain reaction in the weapons grade uranium - 
the fissile core of such a weapon - resulting in the high-power 
blast and widespread radiation characteristic of such weapons. 
While the International Atomic Energy Agency says Iran may 
have worked secretly on testing such a nuclear trigger, Iran 
vehemently denies any nuclear weapons experiments. 

Additionally, ISIS - which often advises Congress and 
other branches of U.S. government on Iran's nuclear program - 
said any attempt to "break out" into weapons-grade uranium 
enrichment would be quickly detected by the United States 
and the IAEA, which monitors Tehran's known enrichment 
sites. With Washington likely to "respond forcefully to any 
"break-out" attempt, Iran is unlikely to take such a risk "during 
the next year or so," said the report. 

Still, the report suggested a narrowing window as Iran 
positions itself to increase enrichment. 

Iran now has more than 10,000 centrifuges enriching 
uranium at its main plant at Natanz, 225 kilometers (140 
miles) southeast of Tehran, making low-level material. 
Additionally it has about 800 machines turning out 20 percent 
enriched uranium at Fordo, a bunkered structure fortified 
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against an air attack near the holy city of Qom, as well as 
about 2,000 more installed but not yet running. 

Uranium enriched to 20 percent can be turned into 
weapons-grade material much more quickly than low-enriched 
uranium. If the centrifuges at Fordo, which are now idle, also 
start operating and are used to make 20 percent material, Iran - 
using its total enrichment output of low and higher grade 
uranium - could produce enough weapons-grade uranium for a 
warhead within three or four weeks, said the summary. 

Olli Heinonen, who stepped down as the IAEA's deputy 
director general in charge of the Iran file in 2010, said the 
Institute for Science and International Security report contains 
"good and technically sound estimates." 

He said Fordo will nearly double its production capacity 
of 20 percent enriched uranium to up to 30 kilograms (more 
than 60 pounds) a month, if and when all the machines there 
are operating. 

Return to Index 
 

5. Newsweek’s Iran War Game 
Will America get pulled into another Mideast war? We hosted a 'war game' with former U.S. officials to find 
out. 
(NEWSWEEK 15 OCT 12) ... Dan Ephron 

It’s 5 in the morning when the phone rings at the 
beachfront home of Dan Shapiro, the American ambassador to 
Israel. On the line is Rafi Barak, the head of Israel’s foreign 
ministry, sounding tense. Israel has struck six Iranian nuclear 
facilities overnight, causing extensive damage, he says. 
Israeli’s foreign minister will soon be calling Secretary of 
State Hillary Clinton with details. 

Thirty minutes later, Shapiro and a team from the U.S. 
Embassy that includes the military attaché and the CIA station 
chief arrive at Israel’s Defense Ministry headquarters in Tel 
Aviv for a briefing. Operation Whirlwind, they’re told, 
involved dozens of Israeli warplanes; covert landings in 
Ethiopia, India, and Saudi Arabia; and a complicated 
choreography of electronic jammings and midair refuelings. 
One Israeli plane went down during the offensive, but the rest 
of the operation, a huge undertaking for Israel, went off 
cleanly. 

In Washington, President Obama’s national-security 
adviser quickly convenes a meeting of top aides and cabinet 
secretaries. The president is on the campaign trail, but he 
wants his team to discuss the crisis and make 
recommendations by noon. Early in the discussion the advisers 
rule out American military action, for now at least, and agree 
that Washington’s aim is to lower the flames in the region. 
“The goal of short-term policy should be not to escalate, to try 
to contain this,” one of them says. In their memo to the 
president, they list the administration’s top objectives, 
including protecting Americans in the region, minimizing the 
impact on the world economy, and defending Israel from 
Iranian reprisals. 

But as the discussion winds on, the scenarios in which 
America finds itself dragged into the conflict seem to 
multiply. By the end of the meeting, one participant puts the 
odds at 50 percent of the U.S. having to use military force 
against Iran in the aftermath of Israel’s assault. Others suggest 
it’s even higher. “We could be at the front end of a major 
escalation to a Mideast war,” one of the advisers observes. 

An Israeli attack on Iran would present the United States 
with one of the most complicated and vexing situations the 
country has faced in decades. The scenario outlined above -- 
the outcome of a recent simulation conducted by Newsweek -- 
offers one version of how events might play out. The 
simulation, known among military planners as a “war game,” 
aimed to understand what factors would shape the decision-
making in the Obama administration. Specifically we wanted 

to know: what would happen if the Israelis strike before the 
U.S. election in November? 

Although in recent weeks it has looked like Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu is backing away from an attack, 
an October surprise cannot be ruled out. In some ways, the 
perception that an Israeli operation is no longer imminent 
makes the coming weeks a more appealing window for 
Netanyahu to order military action. “The hour is getting late,” 
the Israeli leader told the United Nations General Assembly in 
September. “Very late.” 

As part of the war game, Newsweek convened seven 
former political and military officials and staged a mock 
meeting of the “Principals Committee” -- the team the 
president calls on for recommendations about matters of the 
highest importance. Assuming the roles of Obama’s key 
advisers, including his chief of staff, his national security 
adviser, secretaries of state and defense, directors of National 
Intelligence and the CIA, and the chairman of the Joint Chiefs 
of Staff, the panel was roughly analogous to the group Obama 
consulted before ordering the operation against Osama bin 
Laden last year. 

Former CIA analyst Kenneth Pollack, now at the 
Brookings Institution’s Saban Center for Mideast Policy, 
prepared detailed briefing papers on the Israeli attack, during 
which Israeli strikes knocked out some facilities but left other 
key parts operational. The documents indicated that Israel had 
set back the Iranian nuclear program with its attack but hadn’t 
managed to destroy it. They also outlined international 
responses to the operations: denunciations across Europe, 
rocket attacks on Israel by Iran and the Lebanese Hizbullah 
group, and small-scale street protests around the Muslim 
world. 

The “principals” filed into a boardroom at the Brookings 
Institution in Washington at 8 a.m. on a recent Friday, as 
newspaper headlines announced two new developments in the 
Persian puzzle: riots in Iran over the plunging value of its 
currency and heightened tensions between Iran ally Syria and 
its neighbor to the north, Turkey. The team included two 
former CIA deputy directors, Richard Kerr and John 
McLaughlin; two people who served in senior positions at the 
Pentagon, Rudy deLeon and Bing West; the former Clinton 
White House chief of staff John Podesta and the veteran 
diplomat Thomas Pickering. 

The men had all crossed paths in Washington over the 
years and seemed comfortable with each other -- two of them 
bantered before the meeting about their experience during the 



 10

Iran-Contra scandal in the 1980s. All came in jackets and ties 
but shed a layer before the discussion got underway. 

Running the meeting, in the role of Obama’s national-
security adviser, was Bruce Jentleson, a Duke University 
political scientist who advised the State Department during the 
Clinton and Obama administrations. In opening the discussion, 
he compared the Iran situation with the Cuban missile crisis -- 
America’s nuclear standoff with Russia in 1962. “Our 
predecessors in the Kennedy administration ... had their own 
pressures in time, with their own huge stakes. Yet they were 
careful and creative and shrewd,” he said. “We want to do at 
least as well, if not better.” 

Pollack, in his memo to the team, wanted answers to 
several questions, including: Should the U.S. join the attack or 
stay out? What should Washington do to protect Israel from 
reprisals? And, if the administration decided to hang back, 
what actions by Iran could essentially press Obama into war in 
the region -- America’s third in 11 years? 

Principals Committee meetings often start with 
assessments by intelligence directors. In ours, Kerr, as the CIA 
chief, predicted worse things to come: Iran would likely step 
up its attacks on Israel, and, viewing Washington as implicitly 
involved, could try indirectly to strike at American targets as 
well. The easiest ones might involve U.S. troops in western 
Afghanistan or in Iraq. In both cases Iran would likely operate 
through proxies, keeping its fingerprints off the operations. 
Kerr, who in real life helped manage the nuclear standoff 
between India and Pakistan in 1990, said the administration 
should also brace for Iranian cyberattacks, another way for 
Tehran to lash out at Washington from behind a wall of 
anonymity. “They will be very cautious about a direct 
confrontation with the United States, but there are a number of 
things ... they might be able to do,” he said. 

In what could easily cause shock waves to the world 
economy, Kerr also warned about Iranian attacks on ships in 
the Persian Gulf. (Some 20 percent of oil traded worldwide 
flows from the Gulf out through the Straits of Hormuz.) “I 
don’t think they’ll try to close the Gulf, but they can make the 
Gulf a difficult place to operate in, and raise the cost for 
everybody,” he said. 

McLaughlin, in the role of director of National 
Intelligence, said street protests in the Muslim world could 
precipitate the kind of violence that killed four Americans in 
Libya last month, including U.S. Ambassador Christopher 
Stevens. Not everyone agreed. Kerr estimated that the Gulf 
countries would be happy to see Tehran cowed and that Sunni 
Muslims would not come out for Shia Iran. But McLaughlin 
pointed out that the ouster of autocrats across the region in the 
past two years meant the Muslim street was less predictable. 
“When the street would get a little wild, Mubarak would send 
out his henchman and would take care of it,” he said, referring 
to the former Egyptian president. “That doesn’t exist 
anymore.” 

The assessments helped frame a main quandary of the 
discussion: how to scale back the tension without signaling to 
Iran that the U.S. was weak or hesitant, a message that might 
tempt Iran to actually escalate the violence; and how to put 
distance between the U.S. and Israel, which explicitly defied 
Obama in launching the operation, without emboldening Iran 
and, again, potentially raising the flames. 

Pickering, as secretary of state, outlined a plan to protect 
Americans, including locking down U.S. embassies in the 
region and calling on U.S. citizens to leave Muslim countries 
at once. The panelist with perhaps the most direct experience 
in the region, Pickering had served as the ambassador to Israel 
and Jordan and represented the U.S. at the United Nations. 
Others around the table discussed how the U.S. would respond 
if Iranian speed boats attacked American ships in the Gulf. 
“They can cause a huge tanker to go down, or hit one of our 
ships and cause us to lose 100 or more Americans in a 
minute,” remarked Bing West, in the role of the chairman of 
the Joint Chiefs. He said the military didn’t like the idea of 
waiting around to be attacked and would rather take the 
initiative -- essentially proposing the U.S. attack Iran 
preemptively. “If you’re going to say you’re going to defend 
your citizens, you’re going to defend your forces ... then the 
military is telling you, you need to do that by operational 
offense, not defense.” 

West proposed a 10-day military campaign to neutralize 
much of Iran’s offensive capability. Others ruled out such an 
operation for the time being but agreed that an Iranian attack 
on an American ship would trigger a broad military response 
against Iran’s Navy. “We have multiple ways of taking on 
their assets,” said Rudy deLeon, in the role of defense 
secretary. Podesta, as Obama’s chief of staff, asked 
lightheartedly if the uranium--enrichment plant at Fordow was 
part of the Iranian Navy. In other words, he wanted to know if 
the U.S. would see an Iranian provocation as an opportunity to 
destroy those parts of Iran’s nuclear program still standing 
after the Israeli attack. The question raised chuckles, but 
Podesta predicted later in the discussion that an escalation 
would likely result in American strikes on Iran’s remaining 
nuclear facilities. 

So, while the team would urge Obama to focus on de-
escalation, it was also acknowledging that much depended on 
Iran’s actions after the Israeli operation. An Iranian attack on 
American targets would inevitably lead the U.S. to war. 

The participants had some disagreements over how to 
deal with Israel -- no surprise there, given the Obama 
administration’s difficult relationship with Netanyahu. 
DeLeon said the U.S. should be ready to resupply Israel with 
whatever weapons it needed. (The U.S. maintains depots of 
reserve munitions in Israel and can make them available to 
Netanyahu on short notice.) He also suggested the U.S. tender 
to help rescue the Israeli pilot whose plane crashed in Iranian 
territory -- an offer other panelists felt was imprudent. 

DeLeon and Podesta argued for a firm statement of 
support for Israel and its security. “We need to be clear on the 
security relationship with Israel,” deLeon said. “Even if we’re 
angry [with Netanyahu], we need to show we have their 
back.” But Pickering said the U.S. should be careful not to 
include words that Israel would construe as a blank check for 
further military action. He advocated a more subtle message 
emphasizing that de-escalation was in Israel’s interests. “You 
don’t say, ‘Israel can do anything it wants and we’ll continue 
to support them and there is no red line?’” 

Their differences aside, the panelists agreed any Iranian 
reprisal that killed large numbers of Israelis would trigger 
American military action against Iran -- and, again, put the 
U.S. on a possible path to war. “That Rubicon would be 
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presented to us if the Israelis suffer massive casualties,” 
McLaughlin said. 

In perhaps the most startling remark of the meeting, 
McLaughlin estimated there was a 10 percent risk Iran would 
use chemical weapons against Israel in response to Operation 
Whirlwind, assuming it could mount chemical warheads on its 
medium-range missiles. In that case, he said, the 
administration had to take into account the possibility that 
Israel might launch nuclear weapons at Iran. (Israel is thought 
to have an arsenal of at least 200 nuclear warheads, though its 
policy is to neither admit nor deny it.) “I think the Israelis 
would then have to say, ‘Do we stay conventional?’ And that’s 
almost unthinkable. But they would have to ask that question.” 

A consensus was starting to form around five objectives 
that Obama should aim to achieve: protecting U.S. citizens, 
avoiding participation in another war, preventing tremors to 
the world economy, keeping Iran from getting nuclear 
weapons, and protecting Israel and other U.S. allies from 
Iranian reprisals. Jentleson, the national-security adviser, 
pointed out that some objectives might come into conflict with 
others and suggested the participants prioritize them. 
Pickering put protecting U.S. citizens at the top and defending 
Israel at the bottom, though he said objectives two through 
five were all closely ranked. “If you’re conveying it in a 
proper fashion, you put the first one across the top and put 
each one [of the rest] in a box underneath,” he said. The 
conversation drifted elsewhere before the others could offer 
their own prioritizing. 

Several participants voiced concern that the Israeli assault 
would, perversely, undermine Washington’s ability to keep 
Iran from getting the bomb. They estimated that Tehran would 
withdraw from the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) 
after the attack and expel international observers from their 
facilities -- something Iranian leaders might have been looking 
for an excuse to do. “I think there’s a chance this is a gift to 
the Iranians,” McLaughlin said, describing the Israeli 
operation as a possible “get-out-of-the-NPT-free card” for 
Iran. Without the observers, the U.S. would have a harder time 
determining what Iran was doing at Fordow, Natanz, and the 
other sites, and, specifically, at what level it was enriching 
uranium, a key component of nuclear weapons. On top of that, 
given international anger at Israel over the attack, the broad 
weave of international sanctions against Iran that Washington 
has pulled together over the past year would likely fray. “We 
have to avoid the rapid unraveling of sanctions,” Podesta said. 

Sometime near the end of the meeting, West offered a 
catalog of probabilities for the situation the U.S. now faced. 
He estimated the chances of Israeli deaths in the Iranian 
retaliation at 100 percent and the likelihood that Israel would 
strike back at Iran at 50 percent. The odds that the Arab street 
would erupt were somewhere around 50 or 60 percent, West 
said, which meant that the risk of “terrorists killing Americans 
are pretty gosh-darn high.” Those conclusions led West to 
ponder the chances that the U.S. would end up using lethal 
force against Iran. “And after listening to the conversation all 

morning, I put it at ... 50–50, it’s almost a coin toss,” he said. 
DeLeon’s response: “I think it’s higher.” Pickering: “I agree.” 

How closely did the discussion resemble an authentic 
Principals Committee meeting? Kerr told me in an email later 
that the simulation took him back to the administration of 
George H.W. Bush, when advisers had to guide the president 
through such crises as the invasion of Kuwait or the coup 
attempt against Russia’s Mikhail Gorbachev. Other 
participants said it felt genuine with one caveat: in real-life 
meetings, intelligence analysts might not allow themselves to 
be so opinionated. 

I wondered whether the weight of the pending election 
would not have asserted itself more directly on the discussion, 
given how high the stakes were for the president. 

Obama is in the final lap of a tight race against Mitt 
Romney, and though his poll numbers have risen in recent 
weeks the precariousness of a war or a major foreign crisis 
could cut his lead overnight. The immediate knockoff effects 
on the economy (a spike in oil prices, a tremor in world 
markets) would do further damage. When I asked presidential 
historians about other commanders in chief who faced wars or 
major security crises late in their terms, they pointed to three: 
Harry Truman (the Korean War), Jimmy Carter (the Iran 
hostage crisis), and George W. Bush (the wars in Iraq and 
Afghanistan). All three left office with the lowest approval 
ratings of any president in the modern era (Truman at 32 
percent, Carter and Bush at 34 percent). 

Jentleson addressed the issue of the election head on, 
conceding early in the meeting that political considerations 
were unavoidable. “We know what the date is, we know what 
the calendar says,” he told the panel. “My sense is that our 
role is to be politically pragmatic enough not to make 
recommendations that even we know are politically 
impossible,” he said, insinuating perhaps that Obama could 
not realistically turn his back on Netanyahu, no matter how 
angry the attack made him. 

Several analysts I spoke to said that type of discussion 
would likely come up in smaller forums, between the 
president and his political advisers, not at a Principals 
Committee meeting. One Washington insider told me that’s 
where more hard-nosed considerations might be factored. 
“You could imagine Obama saying to one or two people that if 
the imminent election forces him to clean up Netanyahu’s 
mess, he wouldn’t forget who made the mess,” he said. But 
Podesta instructed the panelists to ignore the electoral clock. 
“I think the president will want everyone to be absolutely clear 
there are no politics in this situation,” he said at the meeting. 
“There’s going to be an inevitable discussion in the media 
about what the political effect of whatever we’re going to do 
is. We just have to largely try to ignore it.” 

No matter what role politics play, the upshot of the 
simulation is a sobering one: Washington could quickly lose 
control of events after an Israeli strike on Iran’s nuclear 
facilities. If Iran attacks Americans or goes after Israel too 
aggressively, even an administration wishing to avoid another 
war in the Middle East might find itself in the middle of one. 

Return to Index 
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6. Rebels Clash With Syrian Security Forces Near Lebanon 
(NEW YORK TIMES 08 OCT 12) ... Anne Barnard 

BEIRUT, Lebanon — Rebel fighters and security forces 
in Syria clashed near the border with Lebanon and fought over 
a military barracks in Aleppo on Sunday, while Turkish 
artillery fired into Syria for a fifth consecutive day in 
retaliation for cross-border shelling. 

On Sunday morning, Syrian forces shelled Tal Abyad, a 
Syrian border town where rebels recently seized control, 
according to antigovernment activists. Video images posted 
online purported to show women and children fleeing the area. 

Around the same time, a Syrian shell landed about 200 
yards across the border from Tal Abyad, near the town of 
Akcakale in Turkey, The Associated Press reported. Akcakale 
is the town where a Syrian mortar shell killed Turkish 
civilians on Wednesday, prompting the Turkish government to 
announce a policy of retaliation for every shell that strays 
across the border. Turkish forces fired eight shells back into 
Syria on Sunday. The mounting tensions at the border have 
raised international concerns that the 18-month-old internal 
conflict in Syria could draw in neighboring countries or even 
the NATO alliance, to which Turkey belongs. 

It was not clear who had fired the shell that landed in 
Turkey on Sunday, or why. It is not uncommon for mortar and 
artillery shells to miss their intended targets by significant 
margins. 

Later on Sunday, antigovernment activists reported 
clashes between rebels and security forces near an artillery 
position in Tal Abyad. 

In Aleppo, the government news service said, the army 
killed “many terrorists” who tried to infiltrate a military 
barracks. Earlier, the antigovernment Tawhid Brigade said its 
fighters had penetrated the Hanano military barracks on 
Sunday and were fighting government forces inside the 
compound. A spokesman for the rebel unit, who gave only a 
nickname, Abu Muhammad, said that in the fight for the 
barracks, fighters from his unit were joined by members of 
Jabhet al-Nusra, an insurgent group said to have ties to Al 
Qaeda. The government reported killing seven members of 
Jabhet al-Nusra and destroying 16 vehicles mounted with 
heavy machine guns. 

Concerns about rebel affiliation with extremist groups 
have cut both ways in the debate over whether the United 

States and other countries should offer more direct support to 
the insurgency. American officials worry that if more 
powerful arms are given to the rebels, the weapons will fall 
into the hands of extremists and be used in terrorist attacks. 
But some rebels have warned that by denying them the aid 
they need to win on their own, the West will force the rebels 
to ally with extremists and their sponsors. 

Activists reported fierce shelling near the Aleppo citadel, 
which dates from the 12th century, and said that about 20 
shells fell on Al Sakur, a neighborhood, in a span of a few 
minutes. The government said that insurgents opened fire on 
people demonstrating in support of the army. 

None of the reports of fighting could be independently 
verified because of restrictions on reporting in Syria. 

In Damascus, a car bomb exploded in a police parking lot, 
killing one law enforcement officer, the state news service 
reported. 

Intense fighting also broke out on Sunday in Syrian 
villages near the border crossing that leads to the Bekaa 
Valley in Lebanon, according to Syrian television and 
antigovernment fighters and activists. Syrian television said 
that security forces battled armed groups that had entered the 
country from Lebanon near the town of Qusayr. 

Abdullah, a rebel fighter, said in an interview that Syrian 
security forces based in the Christian village of Rableh were 
fighting insurgents based in a nearby Sunni Muslim village, 
Zira’a. The account squared with the accounts given by Syrian 
refugees reaching Lebanon, who have said that villages in the 
area are being divided by the conflict. Many rebel fighters 
fleeing the repeated government offensives in Homs have 
gone to Qusayr. 

Abdullah, who said he crosses the border in that area, said 
rebels had carried out a successful attack there on Saturday. 

Fighting was also reported on Sunday around Damascus, 
in Homs and in Dara’a Province in the south, bordering 
Jordan. 

Hwaida Saad and Hania Mourtada contributed reporting 
from Beirut, and Hala Droubi from Abu Dhabi, United Arab 
Emirates. 
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7. Lebanon Says Israeli Planes Circled Its Airspace For An Hour 
(NEW YORK TIMES 08 OCT 12) ... Jodi Rudoren 

JERUSALEM — The morning after the Israeli Air Force 
shot down an unidentified drone in the Negev Desert, the 
Lebanese government said that four Israeli warplanes spent an 
hour on Sunday illegally circling in its airspace. 

The Israeli Defense Forces refused to confirm or deny the 
report from the Lebanese Army, which said the planes entered 
above the village of Kfar Kila at 10:10 a.m. and left above 
Naqoura an hour later. 

Such flyovers are not unusual and prompt regular 
complaints from Lebanon to the United Nations, but Sunday’s 
caused a stir because of the drone shot down the day before, 
which many in Israel suspect was sent by Hezbollah, the 
Lebanese militant group. No one has claimed responsibility 
for the drone. 

Lt. Col. Avital Leibovich, a spokeswoman for the Israeli 
military, said Sunday that Israel had tracked the drone for 
nearly a half-hour before taking it down in an unpopulated 
area of the Negev in the south, and that investigators had 
collected all of its parts and were analyzing them in hopes of 
determining its origin and mission. 

“The concern is when you take it to the broader 
perspective of the arms race in the region,” Colonel Leibovich 
said. “The drone is part of those efforts. 

“It was not armed,” she added. “It doesn’t mean that it 
doesn’t have the capability of carrying arms or explosives.” 

In another event on Sunday, an Israeli drone fired a 
missile at a motorcycle traveling in the southern Gaza Strip, 
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wounding two young men riding it as well as eight passers-by, 
according to witnesses and health officials. 

The Israeli Defense Forces said in a statement that it had 
targeted Tala’at Halil Muhammad Jarbi, who was born in 
1989, and Abdullah Muhammad Hassan Maqawai, who was 
born in 1988. The military said that Mr. Maqawai is a member 
of the Ashura Council of the Martyrs of Jerusalem, a Gaza-
based Global Jihad affiliate, and that Mr. Jarbi was a Global 
Jihad operative who had been involved in “extensive terrorist 

activity” for years, including an attack in June in which an 
Israeli contractor working on building the fence between Israel 
and Egypt was killed. 

Ashraf al-Qedra, a spokesman for the Palestinian Health 
Ministry, said the two men were in critical condition Sunday 
night, after suffering amputations and burns. 

Fares Akram contributed reporting from Gaza City, and 
Hwaida Saad from Beirut, Lebanon. 
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8. Egypt And Turkey Hold Joint Naval Exercise 
(REUTERS 08 OCT 12) ... Marwa Awad 

CAIRO -- The Egyptian and Turkish navies have begun a 
week-long joint drill in the eastern Mediterranean, an Egyptian 
military official said on Monday. 

Egyptian President Mohamed Mursi, an Islamist elected 
in June, has sought to deepen ties with Turkey and this month 
addressed the conference of the ruling Turkish AK Party. 

Turkey was one of the first countries to speak out in 
support of the Egyptian uprising which toppled Hosni 
Mubarak and led to the Muslim Brotherhood winning power. 

The annual drill, which is called Sea of Friendship and 
began on Sunday, is one of several such joint military 
manoeuvres between Egypt and Turkey. 

The official, who asked not to be identified, said it 
involved five Egyptian navy units and the Egyptian air force. 

The official also said Egypt would hold the "Bright Star" 
joint exercise with the U.S. military in the second half of 
2013. The drill, held every two years, was cancelled in 2011 
because of the political turmoil in Egypt. It is seen as a 
cornerstone of U.S.-Egyptian military relations. 

In 2009, the exercise also included forces from Jordan, 
Kuwait, Pakistan, Saudi Arabia and Turkey. 
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9. In Probe Of Libya Attack, Tough Choices For Obama 
Options for pursuit of justice all fraught with familiar difficulties 
(WASHINGTON POST 09 OCT 12) ... Michael Birnbaum and Craig Whitlock 

TRIPOLI, Libya — The Obama administration is 
confronting a legal and policy dilemma that could reshape 
how it pursues terrorism suspects around the world as 
investigators try to determine who was responsible for the 
Sept. 11 attack on the U.S. mission in Benghazi. 

Should it rely on the FBI, treating the assaults on the two 
U.S. compounds like a regular crime for prosecution in U.S. 
courts? Can it depend on the dysfunctional Libyan 
government to take action? Or should it embrace a military 
option by ordering a drone strike — or sending more prisoners 
to Guantanamo Bay? 

President Obama has vowed to “bring to justice” the 
killers of Ambassador J. Christopher Stevens and three other 
Americans. But nearly one month later, the White House has 
not spelled out how it plans to do so, even if it is able to 
identify and capture any suspects. 

Each of the options is fraught with practical obstacles and 
political baggage. An unproductive, slow-moving 
investigation is complicating matters, with the FBI taking 
three weeks to reach the unsecured crime scene. Meanwhile, 
the administration has given contradictory assessments, 
initially suggesting the attack was committed in the heat of the 
moment by a mob and more recently saying it was planned by 
terrorists affiliated with al-Qaeda. 

On Tuesday, Obama’s chief counterterrorism adviser, 
John O. Brennan, is scheduled to visit Tripoli to meet with 
senior Libyan officials and give a high-level kick to the 
investigation. 

The White House is not ruling out any option, an 
administration official said. The official, who spoke on the 
condition of anonymity to describe the evolving policy, said 

the involvement of the FBI at this stage should not be taken as 
evidence that the administration plans to prosecute any 
suspects in U.S. courts. 

More broadly, it remains uncertain whether the White 
House will respond to the fatal assault on the Americans in 
Benghazi as a criminal act or an act of war, a critical legal 
distinction that has gone unresolved in Washington since the 
other Sept. 11 attacks, in 2001. 

“It brings into sharp focus a number of issues that the 
government has been dealing with since the beginning of the 
so-called war on terror,” said Karen J. Greenberg, director of 
the Center on National Security at the Fordham University 
School of Law. “It clarifies so beautifully all of the hard issues 
we’ve had to confront over the last 11 years.” 

All of the options available to the United States could 
have lasting consequences in Libya, where a transitional 
government is plagued by infighting and elected leaders have 
been unable to assume the full reins of power. 

Even the basic issue of allowing the FBI to access the 
crime scene at the U.S. mission in Benghazi for less than a day 
last Thursday was politically sensitive for Libyans, a Foreign 
Ministry official said. 

“There is very strong public opinion about the Americans 
coming here and running the investigation,” said Saad el-
Shlmani, a ministry spokesman. Some top officials, he added, 
see the country’s sovereignty at stake. 

But deferring to Libya’s fragile justice system — still 
warped after 42 years of undemocratic rule by Moammar 
Gaddafi — hardly presents an attractive choice for the 
administration. 
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As of last weekend, the Libyan government still had not 
secured the ruins of the primary U.S. compound in Benghazi, 
let alone interviewed many witnesses. Libyan courts can be 
chaotic places, especially in Benghazi. Lawyers say security 
issues can paralyze the system, which is only slowly starting 
to assume trappings of ordinary procedure in a country that 
does not yet have a constitution. 

Courts are “functioning in Benghazi, but they’re partially 
functioning,” said Col. Mohammed Gweider, the head of the 
special courts and prison in Tripoli that handle high-level 
cases. “It’s the government weakness that’s being reflected in 
the court system.” 

Asked whether the Libyan justice system could handle a 
prosecution related to the Benghazi attack, he said, “God 
willing, it can be ready” by the time any suspects are charged 
and put on trial. 

Among U.S. officials, however, doubts are hardening. 
Sen. Bob Corker (R-Tenn.), a member of the Senate 

Foreign Relations Committee who was in Tripoli on Monday 
to meet with Libyan officials, said a “lack of institutions” in 
post-revolutionary Libya is hampering efforts to jointly 
investigate the attack. 

“I don’t think there’s been much coordination at all,” he 
said in an interview. “My sense is that almost everything the 
American government knows about the situation is what the 
American government has derived on their own.” 

Asked if he had confidence that the perpetrators would be 
brought to justice, Corker replied: “Anybody who’s seen even 
a glimpse of this would have to say that it’s going to be very 
difficult.” 

In a previously undisclosed development, Corker said 
U.S. investigators are examining video from security cameras 
at the primary Benghazi compound to help them piece 
together what happened on Sept. 11 and identify participants 
in the attack. 

Despite the obstacles, John B. Bellinger III, a legal 
adviser to the White House and State Department under 
President George W. Bush, predicted that because of the 
circumstances of the case, the Obama administration would 
seek to bring any suspects to the United States to face trial in a 
civilian court. “I would tend to think that this administration 
— and frankly even the Bush administration or a Romney 

administration — would try hard to apply a criminal law 
enforcement approach if possible,” Bellinger said. 

Even if the FBI is able to identify and locate the suspects, 
however, arresting them and transferring them to the United 
States could be difficult, given the lack of an extradition treaty 
with Libya. 

Without an extradition treaty, the Libyans could 
apprehend the suspects themselves and hand them over to the 
United States outside a normal legal process — though some 
critics might paint such an arrangement as an extralegal 
rendition. 

Regardless of the mechanism, bringing the suspects to the 
United States would ignite a whole separate debate over 
whether to prosecute them in the regular civilian courts or 
before a military commission. 

Congress last year passed a bill that generally prescribes 
military commissions for terrorism suspects affiliated with al-
Qaeda. But Bellinger predicted that the administration would 
nevertheless seek to prosecute the Libyan suspects in a civilian 
courtroom. 

“Some Republicans might complain that if the killers 
were associated with al-Qaeda, they ought to be tried before a 
military commission,” he said. “But the law passed last year 
gives the president the option to try the suspects in the federal 
courts.” 

Obama has not hesitated to order drone strikes in other 
countries, such as Yemen and Pakistan, where terrorism 
suspects have eluded the grasp of law enforcement agents. But 
such a course might come at a steep political cost in Libya, 
disrupting its emergence as a democratic nation and imperiling 
ties with Washington. 

Some Libyans remember the 1986 airstrikes on Tripoli 
ordered by President Ronald Reagan in response to suspicions 
that Libya was responsible for the bombing of a West Berlin 
disco that killed two U.S. service members and injured 79 
others. 

“For Libya [drone strikes] would be a disaster. Libya is in 
a very fragile place,” said Shlmani, the Foreign Ministry 
spokesman. “Any unilateral action by any country, but 
especially by the United States, would really be damaging.” 

Whitlock reported from Washington. Ayman Alkekly in 
Tripoli and Anne Gearan in Washington contributed to this 
report. 
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ASIA – PACIFIC: 
10. New Destroyer A Significant Development For Chinese Sea Power 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 08 OCT 12) ... Gabe Collins and Andrew Erickson 

Now that the People’s Liberation Army Navy (PLAN) has 
commissioned its first aircraft carrier and may be looking to 
assemble one or more carrier groups over time, what about the 
rest of the fleet? 

One development that carries broad implications for the 
enhancement of Chinese sea power is the recent launch of the 
first editions of the new 6,000-ton Type 052D Luyang III-
class destroyer, which marks a new stage in the PLAN’s 
prolonged period of experimentation with different destroyers. 

The Type 052D represents an evolution of the existing 
Type 052C Luyang II-class destroyer. The latter are now in 
mass production, with 8 hulls in service, the first 

commissioned in 2004. At least six 052Cs have been launched 
since the end of 2010, according to Chinese media reports, of 
which two are reportedly in service at present. Beijing appears 
to have decided that the Type 052 series, a rough analog of the 
Arleigh Burke-class destroyers that form the backbone of the 
U.S. Navy, is the latest class of warship whose design is good 
enough to justify large-scale production. 

While China mass-produced lower-quality Romeo- (Type 
033) and Ming-class (Type 035) submarines and Jianghu-class 
(Type 053) frigates in an earlier era, today’s large-scale 
warship production meets much higher standards and is geared 
primarily to replacing older vessels entering mass 
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obsolescence rather than expanding the fleet numerically. That 
said, it is well within China’s shipbuilding capabilities to both 
boost the quality of the fleet and boost its numerical strength, 
should the country’s leadership decide to do so. 

If China fielded 10-15 advanced destroyers like the Type 
052D, it would, holding other numbers constant, become the 
second-largest surface combat force in the Asia-Pacific region 
after the U.S. Navy. Given the rapid ramp-up of Type 052C 
production in the past several years, we think the prospect of 
similar mass production of the Type 052D is quite possible. 
As a mass-produced vessel class, the Type 052D may now be 
joining China’s 60+ Houbei-class (Type 022) missile 
catamarans, 16-19 Jiangkai II-class (Type 054A) air defense 
frigates, 13 Song-class (Type 039) and 8-9 Yuan-class (Type 
041) conventional submarines, and 3 Yuzhao-class (Type 071) 
amphibious assault ships. 

Why mass production of the Type 052D matters 
strategically 

The Type 052D’s emergence suggests that China’s naval 
shipbuilding capability is maturing further, with China State 
Shipbuilding Corporation (CSSC) ‘s new shipyard on 
Shanghai’s Changxing Island becoming a capable facility for 
constructing modern surface combatants. It offers further 
evidence that China can produce warships quickly using 
modular construction techniques and perhaps other advantages 
such as lower cost labor than its competitors can access. Series 
production tends to reduce unit costs because shipyard 
workers and suppliers find ways to increase efficiency as they 
spend significant time and energy on the same tasks and 
improve their operational practices. 

Analysis by RAND (pdf) demonstrates that doubling the 
procurement rate of warships in the U.S. decreased unit costs 
by 10%. Given that Chinese shipbuilders are still building up 
their modern naval construction industrial base, the efficiency 
gains in China are likely to be larger as domestic efficiency 
increases and Chinese manufacturers displace foreign parts 
that may cost more. 

The modular construction capabilities now on display in 
CSSC’s yards took time to develop, but now China’s warship 
builders are creating a wide and deep base of expertise in the 
area. CSSC has been employing such techniques on the 
Jiangkai series frigates, the first hull of which was 
commissioned in 2005, as well as the Type 052C and now the 

Type 052D. This shows that at least three different Chinese 
shipyards are now able to mass produce advanced surface 
combatants, which demonstrates that China’s military 
shipbuilding institutions are clearly becoming “learning 
organizations.” 

The 052D differs significantly from its predecessor the 
Type 052C in several important ways. It has a completely 
different type of vertical launch system (“VLS”), with missile 
canisters instead of what look like revolvers; a different gun 
system; and what appear to be bigger phased-array radar faces. 
The VLS system is potentially the biggest development. The 
052C’s likely complement of 64 VLS tubes with a more 
advanced surface-to-air missile (“SAM”) will offer strong area 
air defense capability, which can enhance the combat 
effectiveness of other PLAN surface ships and submarines by 
protecting them from enemy strike and anti-submarine warfare 
aircraft. 

Meanwhile, China’s long-established cruise missile 
industry is producing a wide range of extremely capable anti-
ship cruise missiles (ASCMs). China’s record to date of 
developing advanced ASCMs gives every reason to believe 
that new variants of even greater capability will continue to 
emerge and be outfitted on PLAN vessels like the Type 052D. 

Strategic questions moving forward 
A host of important questions remain regarding the Type 

052D, the answers to which would help military planners and 
policymakers outside of China better understand the impact 
that the ship is likely to have. The answers to many of these 
questions—for instance, how good shipboard electronics 
systems are and how well crews can use their ship to fight 
modern battles—will become clearer over time as the PLAN 
makes decisions regarding operational approaches and training 
intensity and more Chinese sailors gain experience through 
both tours in the Gulf of Aden and exercises closer to home. 

The Type 052D appears to be a very modern warship that, 
with continued improvements in China’s maritime 
surveillance and targeting infrastructure and more intensive 
training of crews, can help make the PLA Navy even more 
formidable throughout the Asia-Pacific region. Regional 
neighbors such as the Philippines, Vietnam, Japan and South 
Korea are likely to respond by augmenting their own navies 
and reaffirming diplomatic and security ties with the U.S. 
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11. Philippines And U.S. Start Joint Exercises 
(NEW YORK TIMES 09 OCT 12) ... Floyd Whaley 

SUBIC BAY, the Philippines — Marines from the 
Philippines and the United States began 10 days of joint 
exercises focused on disaster relief, humanitarian assistance 
and maritime security. 

The exercises, now in their 29th year, come at a time of 
increased tensions in the South China Sea with the Philippines 
and China involved in a territorial dispute over islands lying 
near rich energy deposits. 

About 2,600 American Marines and 1,200 of their 
Philippine counterparts will be training around the northern 
island of Luzon. 

“Today, we stand side by side as we face common 
threats,” said Brig. Gen. Craig Q. Timberlake of the United 
States Marines at the opening ceremony, held on the American 

amphibious assault ship Bonhomme Richard in Subic Bay, a 
former United States naval base in the Philippines that is now 
a commercial port. On the assault ship’s deck, round-attack 
Harrier jets were lined up near CH-46 Sea Knight helicopters. 
At the pier next to the ship was the Olympia, a nuclear-
powered fast-attack submarine. 

Brig. Gen. Remigio C. Valdez, the deputy commander of 
the Philippine armed forces, stressed that the training was not 
related to the territorial dispute. 

“Technological advancement is at the heart of its goal,” 
he said. 

But the Philippine fleet, whose largest vessel is a former 
United States Coast Guard cutter, will have no ships 
participating in the exercises. “It’s not about the hardware,” 
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said Col. John E. Merna, the commander of the 31st Marine 
Expeditionary Unit. “We have a lot to learn from the 
Philippines. They are tremendous jungle fighters.” 

Marines will conduct live-fire exercises, a simulated 
helicopter raid, a demonstration of American aircraft 
capabilities, disaster preparedness drills and public service 
activities like building classrooms and toilets in impoverished 
areas. 

The United States announced last year that it would 
increase joint training exercises and ship visits to the region as 
part of a “pivot” toward Asia to counter the growing influence 
of China. The Philippine president, Benigno S. Aquino III, has 
welcomed an increase in visits by American troops, aircraft 
and ships. 

The Philippines has had a sometimes contentious 
relationship with the United States military. In the 1980s, 
violent protests were held in many parts of the country to 
protest American bases. The last American military facility, 
Subic Bay Naval Station, was closed in 1992. 

Protesters were nowhere to be found in Subic on Monday. 
The only crowd gathered near the docked ship was composed 
of vendors. 

The Communist Party of the Philippines was one of the 
few groups to make even a statement of protest about the visit 
by the United States Marines. 

“In collaboration with the Aquino government, the U.S. 
has been using the Philippines as one of its military outposts in 
launching interventionist operations,” the organization said 
Friday. 
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12. Treaty, Leadership Surround U.S. Decision On Islands 
(DEFENSE NEWS 08 0CT 12) ... Jinho Park 

Diplomatic tension surrounding the claims of territorial 
sovereignty over islands in Northeast Asia is at a high point 
and seems to be far from coming to —a lull. 

The potential for limited military conflict around disputed 
islands is a primary concern to regional countries, and also to 
the U.S. In addition to the military concern, the economic and 
social impact — although less noticed now — might turn into 
a bigger concern for related countries. 

The rise and expansion of territorial nationalism in the 
region brings up a new strategic context for U.S. leadership in 
Asia that was not taken into consideration thoroughly enough 
when the administration of U.S. President Barack Obama 
adopted a policy of rebalance toward Asia early this year. 

It is hard to predict to what extent the rise of territorial 
nationalism will influence U.S. leadership in Asia However, 
the U.S. government cannot avoid taking its responsible role' 
in reaching a peaceful resolution for the disputed islands. 

Renouncing territorial sovereignty is by no means 
acceptable to any nation. The history of armed conflicts 
reflects how difficult it is to resolve nationalistic disputes in a 
peaceful, diplomatic manner. As South Korea, Japan and 
China are up for a leadership change, the public 
demonstrations with regard to territorial sovereignty are 
leading to political division. Now the Obama administration is 
claiming it has not taken a position on the sovereignty of the 
disputed islands. On the other hand, the U.S. government has 
made strenuous efforts to establish a diplomatic context for 
discussing and resolving territorial issues. South Korea, 

Japan and China do not oppose such a U.S. diplomatic 
stance — in principle. But how will these countries cope with 
U.S. diplomatic leadership? 

U.S. Defense Secretary Leon Panetta recently visited 
China and Japan, during which he demanded a peaceful 
resolution of the Japan-China tension over the disputed 
islands. In response, Chinese leaders warned of the possibility 
of further action if necessary, including an assertive message 
for U.S. noninvolvement. 

Meanwhile, after Panetta's visit to Japan, Japanese Prime 
Minister Yoshihiko Noda spoke about considering sending a 
special envoy to China to explain Japan's decision to 
nationalize the disputed islands, known as the Senkaku Islands 

(Diaoyu in Chinese). In the aftermath of Panetta's visit, Kurt 
Campbell, U.S. assistant secretary of state for East Asian and 
Pacific affairs, said that if Japan is provoked by China in the 
disputed islands, the U.S. defense treaty with Japan obligates 
the U.S. to defend Japan. By looking at this shuttle diplomacy 
among the U.S., Japan and China, it seems much more 
difficult and complex for the U.S. to act than for it to remain 
neutral when it comes to territorial disputes. 

In regard to economic changes in the region, the Chinese 
boycott of Japanese products has become widespread across 
the nation with the rise of anti-Japanese sentiment, and even 
governmental organizations are joining the boycott. The Korea 
Trade-Investment Promotion Agency recently speculated that 
an anti-Japanese boycott in China would contribute to 
boosting the sales of Korean products in China and estimated 
that the resulting revenue would amount to more than $5 
billion over the short term. 

In the long term, however, such tension would impede 
negotiations over a trilateral free trade pact among South 
Korea, Japan and China After all, the changing nature of 
interdependent regional trade — not only among South Korea, 
Japan and China, but also with other countries — is facing 
significant uncertainty. 

Recently, representatives from South Korea, Japan and 
China poured out their aggressive and stubborn positions over 
territorial claims at the 67th Session of the United Nations 
General Assembly in New York. Tension over the claims is 
turning into an international agenda beyond Northeast Asia. 

Under these complexities and uncertainties surrounding 
the rise of territorial nationalism in Northeast Asia, the U.S. is 
advancing its grand military, diplomatic and economic shift to 
Asia Obama and GOP presidential nominee Mitt Romney 
have similar perceptions of U.S. vital interests in Asia and 
engagement with the rise of China In reality, the U.S. 
government could not be free from diplomatic discussion 
toward resolving the territorial issues. Changes in the balance 
of diplomacy among Northeast Asian countries might 
seriously damage U.S. leadership in Asia. Furthermore, how 
the United States deals with these countries will lead other 
Asian countries to doubt the U.S. strategic intent of promoting 
and preserving peace and stability in Asia. 
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13. Seoul To Extend Missile Range 
Weapons Would Be Able to Reach All of North Korea Under Deal Agreed With U.S. 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 08 OCT 12) ... Evan Ramstad 

SEOUL—South Korea said it agreed with the U.S. to 
extend the range of its ballistic-missile systems to cover all of 
North Korea, going beyond the 185-mile limit of a voluntary 
agreement with the U.S. and other countries. 

The decision comes after a year of public pressure by 
President Lee Myung-bak and other South Korean 
conservative heavyweights on the U.S. government, which 
formed the agreement known as the Missile Technology 
Control Regime in 1987 to slow the spread of missile 
technology. Approximately 35 countries, including South 
Korea, are part of the pact. 

In announcing the move Sunday, Mr. Lee's national-
security aide Chun Yong-woo said South Korea would extend 
the range of its ballistic missiles to 500 miles, a distance that 
would mean it could hit the northeast corner of North Korea 
from launch sites in central South Korea. It also puts part of 
China's northeast and a large area of Japan within range of 
South Korea's missiles. 

State Department and Pentagon officials said Sunday that 
South Korea needs the additional missile range to defend 
against the North Korean ballistic-missile threat. 

South Korea's "new missile guidelines are designed to 
improve their ability to deter and defend against DPRK [North 
Korean] ballistic missiles," said Lt. Col. Steven Warren, a 
Pentagon spokesman. "These revisions are a prudent, 
proportional, and specific response to the DPRK ballistic-
missile threat." 

Harry Edwards, a State Department official, said 
Washington and Seoul have tried to find ways to address the 
North Korean ballistic threat. Leading up to Sunday's 
announcement, U.S. officials and South Korean officials met 
last month at the United Nations and at an international 
summit in Vladivostok, Russia. 

"Based on these consultations, the Republic of Korea has 
announced revisions to its missile guidelines as well as 
additional improvements to alliance capabilities," Mr. 
Edwards said. 

Another U.S. official described the deal as "part of our 
continuing effort to strengthen South Korea's capabilities 
against North Korea." 

South Korea will limit the payload of the longer-range 
missiles to 500 kilograms. It will increase the payload of its 
300-kilometer missiles to 1,500 kilograms. 

North Korea has long had missiles that can go 310 miles, 
essentially covering all of South Korea. 

Starting late last year, South Korean military officials and 
newspaper columnists began openly discussing the need for 
the country to extend its missile range from the limit that it 
agreed to in 2001 when it joined the pact. 

Mr. Lee spoke publicly about modifying the South's 
missile-range limit in March, at a time when North Korea had 
just announced plans to test a long-range rocket that officials 
in Seoul, Washington and elsewhere believed was cover for 
missile technology. "An answer at the rational level will come 
out soon," Mr. Lee said at the time. 

President Barack Obama, on a visit to Seoul in late 
March, said "There are no specific preconditions around, or 
specific obstacles around, the missile-range issue. Rather it's a 
broader question of what are the needs in order for us to fulfill 
our enduring goals around the [South Korea-U.S.] alliance." 

North Korea fired its rocket in early April, its third such 
test of long-range missile capability. The rocket failed about a 
minute after takeoff. 

North Korea made no immediate comment about South 
Korea's announcement on Sunday. The North's state media has 
regularly criticized Mr. Lee, including for his portrayals of the 
April rocket launch as a threat to South Korea. 

Mr. Chun didn't announce specific plans to develop 
longer-range missiles. A spokeswoman for the presidential 
office said the military, members of Parliament and the next 
president are likely to take up research-and-development 
issues next year. 

South Koreans will elect a new president in December. 
Mr. Lee, who is limited to one five-year term in office, will 
complete his presidency in February. 
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14. N. Korea Says South, U.S. Are Within Its Missile Range 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 09 OCT 12) ... Hyung-Jin Kim 

SEOUL, South Korea -- North Korea warned Tuesday 
that the U.S. mainland is within range of its missiles, saying 
Washington's recent agreement to let Seoul possess missiles 
capable of hitting all of the North shows the allies are plotting 
to invade the country. 

Seoul announced Sunday it reached a deal with 
Washington that would allow it to nearly triple the range of its 
missiles to better cope with North Korean missile and nuclear 
threats. 

On Tuesday, North Korea called the South Korea-U.S. 
missile deal a "product of another conspiracy of the master 
and the stooge" to "ignite a war" against the North. 

An unidentified spokesman at the powerful National 
Defense Commission said the North will subsequently bolster 

its military preparedness and warned it has missiles capable of 
striking South Korea, Japan, Guam and the U.S. mainland. 

"We do not hide ... the strategic rocket forces are keeping 
within the scope of strike not only the bases of the puppet 
forces and the U.S. imperialist aggression forces' bases in the 
inviolable land of Korea but also Japan, Guam and the U.S. 
mainland," the spokesman said in a statement carried by the 
official Korean Central News Agency. 

It's unusual for the North to say its missiles are capable of 
striking the U.S., but North Korea has regularly issued harsh 
rhetoric against Seoul and Washington. 

Still, the North's statement could suggest the country has 
been working on miniaturizing a nuclear bomb to mount on a 
long-range rocket, though experts believe the country has yet 
to acquire such a technology. It could also back up what 
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experts have been suspecting about the range of North Korean 
long-range rockets. 

In April, the country conducted a rocket test that 
Washington, Seoul and others called a cover for a test of long-
range missile technology. North Korea says the rocket, which 
broke apart shortly after liftoff, was meant to launch a 
satellite. North Korea conducted underground nuclear tests in 
2006 and 2009. 

Koh Yu-hwan, a North Korean studies professor based in 
Seoul, said the North had no choice but to respond to South 
Korea's extended missile range but it won't likely launch a 
provocation as it is waiting for the results of U.S. and South 
Korean presidential elections. 

South Korea's Defense Ministry said Tuesday it has no 
official comments on the North's statement, but Seoul and 
Washington have repeatedly said they have no intention of 
attacking North Korea. 

Under the new deal with the U.S., South Korea will be 
able to possess ballistic missiles with a range of up to 800 
kilometers (500 miles). South Korea will continue to limit the 
payload to 500 kilograms for ballistic missiles with an 800-
kilometer range, but it will be able to use heavier payloads for 
missiles with shorter ranges. 

A previous 2001 accord with Washington had barred 
South Korea from deploying ballistic missiles with a range of 
more than 300 kilometers (186 miles) and a payload of more 
than 500 kilograms (1,100 pounds) because of concerns about 
a regional arms race. 

The Korean Peninsula remains officially at war because 
the 1950-53 Korean War ended with an armistice, not a peace 
treaty. The U.S. stations about 28,500 troops in South Korea 
as deterrence against possible aggression from North Korea. 
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15. Southeast Asia Splashes Out On Defense, Mostly Maritime 
(REUTERS 07 OCT 12) ... John O'Callaghan 

SINGAPORE--Indonesia is buying submarines from 
South Korea and coastal radar systems from China and the 
United States. Vietnam is getting submarines and combat jets 
from Russia, while Singapore - the world's fifth-largest 
weapons importer - is adding to its sophisticated arsenal. 

Wary of China and flush with economic success, 
Southeast Asia is ramping up spending on military hardware 
to protect the shipping lanes, ports and maritime boundaries 
that are vital to the flow of exports and energy. 

Territorial disputes in the South China Sea, fuelled by the 
promise of rich oil and gas deposits, have prompted Vietnam, 
Malaysia, the Philippines and Brunei to try to offset China's 
growing naval power. 

Even for those away from that fray, maritime security has 
been a major focus for Indonesia, Thailand and Singapore. 

"Economic development is pushing them to spend money 
on defense to protect their investments, sea lanes and 
exclusive economic zones," said James Hardy, Asia Pacific 
editor of IHS Jane's Defence Weekly. "The biggest trend is in 
coastal and maritime surveillance and patrol." 

As Southeast Asia's economies boomed, defense spending 
grew 42 percent in real terms from 2002 to 2011, data from 
the Stockholm International Peace Research Institute (SIPRI) 
shows. 

High on the list are warships, patrol boats, radar systems 
and combat planes, along with submarines and anti-ship 
missiles that are particularly effective in denying access to sea 
lanes. 

"Submarines are a big thing," said Tim Huxley, executive 
director for Asia at the International Institute for Strategic 
Studies. "They can do immense damage without being seen, 
without being anticipated, and they can do that anywhere in 
the region." 

For decades, much of Southeast Asia spent little on 
weapons other than guns and small tanks. Most threats were 
internal and the umbrella of U.S. protection was deemed 
enough to ward off any potential aggression from overseas. 

With China's growing muscle and more funds available, 
the shopping lists are getting more sophisticated. Most 

countries in the region are littoral, so the emphasis is on sea 
and air-based defense. 

Malaysia has two Scorpene submarines and Vietnam is 
buying six Kilo-class submarines from Russia. Thailand also 
plans to buy submarines and its Gripen warplanes from 
Sweden's Saab AB will eventually be fitted with Saab's RBS-
15F anti-ship missiles, IISS says. 

Singapore has invested in F-15SG combat jets from 
Boeing Co in the United States and two Archer-class 
submarines from Sweden to supplement the four Challenger 
submarines and powerful surface navy and air force it already 
has. 

Indonesia, a vast nation of islands with key sea lanes and 
54,700 km (34,000 miles) of coastline, has two submarines 
now and ordered three new ones from South Korea. It is also 
working with Chinese firms on manufacturing C-705 and C-
802 anti-ship missiles after test-firing a Russian-built Yakhont 
anti-ship missile in 2011. 

'Strategic Uncertainty' 
While it is not an arms race, analysts say, the build-up is 

being driven by events in the South China Sea, long-standing 
squabbles between neighbors and a desire to modernize while 
governments have the money. 

Piracy, illegal fishing, smuggling, terrorism and disaster 
relief also play their parts, along with keeping the influential 
military happy in places such as Thailand and Indonesia. 

There is a "general sense of strategic uncertainty in the 
region" given China's rise and doubts about the U.S. ability to 
sustain a military presence in Asia, said Ian Storey, a senior 
fellow at the Institute of Southeast Asian Studies. 

"Southeast Asian countries will never be able to match 
China's defense modernization," he said, citing Vietnam's push 
for a deterrent. "If the Chinese did attack the Vietnamese, at 
least the Vietnamese could inflict some serious damage." 

SIPRI says Indonesia, Vietnam, Cambodia and Thailand 
took the lead in boosting their defense budgets by between 66 
and 82 percent from 2002 to 2011. 

But the region's biggest spender with the best-equipped 
military is Singapore, a tiny island that is home to the world's 
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second-busiest container port, a global financial center and a 
major hub for oil, gas and petrochemicals. 

The wealthy city-state, along with Malaysia and 
Indonesia, sits on the Strait of Malacca that links the Pacific 
and Indian oceans. A teeming shipping route, the strait is also 
a narrow "choke point" with huge strategic implications for 
the energy, raw materials and finished goods flowing east and 
west. 

At $9.66 billion, Singapore's 2011 defense budget 
dwarfed Thailand's $5.52 billion, Indonesia's $5.42 billion, 
Malaysia's $4.54 billion and Vietnam's $2.66 billion, IISS 
says. 

The situation is far less intense than in North Asia where 
China, Japan, the United States, Russia and the two Koreas are 
involved. But Southeast Asia seems to be following the trend 
of pursuing military systems that can be used offensively. 

"It's an indefinite process," said Huxley at IISS. 
"Governments are likely to go on devoting resources - that are 
increasing in real terms - to defense and military 
modernization." 

Official data on the amount and purpose of the spending 
is often opaque - how much goes to boots, bullets and salaries 
and how much to advanced hardware that can project power? 

The defense spending figures also may not tell the full 
story. Countries such as Vietnam and Indonesia have used 
credit arrangements or the sale of energy exploration rights in 
the past to fund arms imports that did not appear in the 
defense budget, analysts say. 

"Vietnam has stopped reporting defense and security 
budgets as part of its budget reporting, leaving a suspicious 
gap between total budgeted expenditure and the sum of the 
reported spending areas," said Samuel Perlo-Freeman, director 
of SIPRI's Military Expenditure and Arms Production 
Programme. 

Buying And Building 
With defense budgets in many Western nations under 

pressure, Asia is attractive for makers of weapons, 
communications gear and surveillance systems. Lockheed 
Martin and Boeing's defense division both expect the Asia-
Pacific region to contribute about 40 percent of international 
revenues. 

"The maritime environment in the Pacific has everybody's 
attention," Jeff Kohler, a vice president at Boeing Defence, 
said at the Singapore Airshow in February. 

Vietnam got 97 percent of its major weapons - including 
frigates, combat planes and Bastion coastal missile systems - 
from Russia in 2007-11 but is looking to diversify by talking 
to the Netherlands and the United States, SIPRI says. 

The Philippines, which relies on the United States for 90 
percent of its weapons, plans $1.8 billion in upgrades over five 
years as it sees a growing threat from China over the South 
China Sea squabble. 

The focus is on the country's naval and air forces that 
analyst Sam Bateman sees as "rather deficient.” 

"The particular requirement of the Philippines is air 
surveillance," said Bateman, principal research fellow at the 
Australian National Centre for Ocean Resources and Security. 

Anti-submarine capabilities are a priority, a Philippine 
defense department planner told Reuters. 

Thailand, whose military has staged 18 successful or 
attempted coups since 1932, has built a patrol vessel designed 
by Britain's BAE Systems. It plans to modernize one frigate 
and, within five years, buy the first of two new ones. 

"We are not saying these will replace submarines but we 
are hoping that they can be equally valuable to Thailand," 
defense ministry spokesman Thanathip Sawangsaeng told 
Reuters. 

Singapore buys mostly from the United States, France and 
Germany but also has its own defense industry, centered on 
ST Engineering. The state-owned group supplies the 
Singapore Armed Forces and has many customers abroad. 

"Most countries are either interested in or actively 
pursuing their own domestic arms industry," said Storey. 

"It's cheaper than buying from overseas, long-term they're 
looking at developing their own export markets and, certainly 
this is true for Indonesia, it insulates them from sanctions from 
countries like the United States." 

Additional reporting by Neil Chatterjee in Jakarta, 
Rosemarie Francisco and Manny Mogato in Manila and 
Martin Petty and Amy Sawitta Lefevre in Bangkok 
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VOTING: 
16. Panetta: Troop To The Polls 
Registration rate 2012 vs. '08 disputed 
(WASHINGTON TIMES 08 OCT 12) ... Shaun Waterman 

The U.S. military is making one last push to get troops, 
especially those posted overseas, to register to vote, as the first 
state deadlines for absentee registration approach this week. 

The push, headlined by a video message from Defense 
Secretary Leon E. Panetta, comes as current and former 
officials are pushing back against reports that military 
registration is down compared with 2008. 

“This Election Day, I encourage you and your family to 
play an important part in our great democracy,” said Mr. 
Panetta in the videotaped message played on Armed Forces 
Network TV over the weekend. “You have more than earned 
the right to vote. 

“Please exercise the very privilege that you’re willing to 
fight and die for in order to protect,” he implored. 

Robert H. Carey Jr., former director of the Federal Voting 
Assistance Program, challenged reports that noted a decline in 
military voting. 

“Reports of precipitous drops in military voting hide the 
actual experience of a significant increase in military voting 
this year,” said Mr. Carey. 

The Federal Voting Assistance Program, which helps 
troops negotiate the confusing patchwork of 50 sets of state 
rules about absentee registration and voting, is orchestrating 
the last-minute campaign. Last week, it sent the sixth in a 
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series of “blast” emails to everyone with a military email 
address. About 12 million emails have been sent out, with one 
more blast planned before Election Day. 

“If you have not requested your absentee ballot for the 
2012 general election, you should do so immediately,” reads 
the email, which advises troops on how to download the right 
forms from the program’s website. The instructions include a 
substitute write-in ballot they can mail if their own ballot does 
not arrive from their state election authorities in time. 

So far in the presidential election campaign, more than 
627,000 people have downloaded an absentee-ballot request 
from FVAP.gov, said the office’s Acting Director Pamela 
Mitchell. About 30,000 were downloaded last week. 

In the 2008 presidential campaign, a total of just under 
half a million ballots were sent to military personnel who had 
registered absentee, according to the U.S. Election Assistance 
Commission. Seventy percent were completed and returned. 

A special Federal Voting Assistance Program center has 
responded to more than 27,500 queries since it was set up in 
March. Advisers at the center answer troops’ questions over 
the phone or via Internet chat, email or fax. 

“State deadlines vary,” said Ms. Mitchell. “We 
recommend that all service members check the deadline in 
their state.” 

She added, “It is absolutely not too late to vote.” 
But it soon will be, at least in some states. 
Deadlines for registration arrive Tuesday in the key swing 

states of Ohio and Virginia. Many states have later registration 
deadlines, and some allow absentee ballots to arrive right up to 
Election Day or even after. Other states require absentee 
ballots to be filed in advance. 

The vagaries of the military postal system, especially in 
war zones, mean that many completed ballots have to be 
mailed well ahead of Election Day. 

Last week, the Military Voters Protection Project, an 
advocacy group, released figures they had compiled from a 

handful of states that showed a large decline in the numbers of 
ballots sent out so far in 2012, compared with 2008. 

But Mr. Carey, who reached out to reporters after seeing 
news accounts of those figures, said that the comparison was 
“woefully misleading” because of an earlier federal law that 
made the number of absentee ballots requested appear larger 
in the 2008 presidential election. 

Four year ago, federal law required election officials 
nationwide to send absentee ballots to anyone who registered 
that year and to anyone who had asked for an absentee ballot 
in the 2006 election, Mr. Carey said. 

Almost one quarter of all the ballots sent out to military 
and overseas voters in 2008 were sent out automatically to 
people who had requested them two years earlier, according to 
the Election Assistance Commission. 

Election authorities considered that requirement very 
burdensome, and Congress repealed it in 2009, Mr. Carey 
said. In the current election cycle, officials are required to 
send absentee ballots only to voters who request them for this 
year. 

“When those automatically sent ballots are taken out of 
the 2008 numbers, and then compared to the 2012 numbers, 
we see in those states for which we have accurate data in both 
years that military and absentee ballot requests are actually 
increasing,” he said. 

Eric Eversole of the Military Voters Protection Project, 
which released the numbers last week, dismissed that 
argument. 

“They were sent,” he said of the automatic ballots. “More 
than two-thirds were returned. Why would you leave them 
out? 

“This story is part of a desperate attempt to deflect 
criticism and create misinformation regarding their failures,” 
he said. 

“Nothing more, nothing less.” 
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PERSONNEL: 
17. As Military Suicides Rise, Focus Is On Private Weapons 
(NEW YORK TIMES 08 OCT 12) ... James Dao 

With nearly half of all suicides in the military having been 
committed with privately owned firearms, the Pentagon and 
Congress are moving to establish policies intended to separate 
at-risk service members from their personal weapons. 

The issue is a thorny one for the Pentagon. Gun rights 
advocates and many service members fiercely oppose any 
policies that could be construed as limiting the private 
ownership of firearms. 

But as suicides continue to rise this year, senior Defense 
Department officials are developing a suicide prevention 
campaign that will encourage friends and families of 
potentially suicidal service members to safely store or 
voluntarily remove personal firearms from their homes. 

“This is not about authoritarian regulation,” said Dr. 
Jonathan Woodson, the assistant secretary of defense for 
health affairs. “It is about the spouse understanding warning 
signs and, if there are firearms in the home, responsibly 
separating the individual at risk from the firearm.” 

Dr. Woodson, who declined to provide details, said the 
campaign would also include measures to encourage service 
members, their friends and their relatives to remove possibly 
dangerous prescription drugs from the homes of potentially 
suicidal troops. 

In another step considered significant by suicide-
prevention advocates, Congress appears poised to enact 
legislation that would allow military mental health counselors 
and commanders to talk to troops about their private firearms. 
The measure, which is being promoted by the American 
Foundation for Suicide Prevention, would amend a law 
enacted last year that prohibited the Defense Department from 
collecting information from service members about lawfully 
owned firearms kept at home. 

The 2011 measure, which was part of the Defense 
Authorization Act and passed at the urging of the National 
Rifle Association, was viewed by many military officials as 
preventing commanders and counselors from discussing gun 
safety with potentially suicidal troops. But the N.R.A. said that 
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the provision was a response to efforts by Army commanders 
to maintain records of all the firearms owned by their soldiers. 

The new amendment, part of the defense authorization 
bill for 2013 that has been passed by the House of 
Representatives but not by the Senate, would allow mental 
health professionals and commanders to ask service members 
about their personal firearms if they have “reasonable 
grounds” to believe the person is at “high risk” of committing 
suicide or harming others. 

“We’re O.K. with the commanding officer being able to 
inquire,” said Andrew Arulanandam, a spokesman for the 
N.R.A., “but they can’t confiscate.” 

Senator James M. Inhofe, an Oklahoma Republican who 
sponsored the original 2011 restrictions, said he would support 
the new amendment “if it clears up any confusion.” 

“This is a national tragedy that Congress, all branches of 
DoD and numerous outside organizations have been working 
together to solve,” Mr. Inhofe said in a statement. The Senate 
is not expected to take the bill until after Election Day. 

Suicides in the military rose sharply from 2005 to 2009, 
reaching 285 active-duty service members and 24 reservists in 
2009. As the services expanded suicide prevention programs, 
the numbers leveled off somewhat in 2010 and 2011. 

But this year, the numbers are on track to outpace the 
2009 figures, with about 270 active-duty service members, 
half of them from the Army, having killed themselves as of 
last month. 

According to Defense Department statistics, more than 6 
of 10 military suicides are by firearms, with nearly half 
involving privately owned guns. In the civilian population, 
guns are also the most common method of suicide among 
young males, though at a somewhat lower rate. 

When active-duty troops who live on bases or are 
deployed are identified as potentially suicidal, commanders 
typically take away their military firearms. But commanders 
do not have that authority with private firearms kept off base. 
Instead, commanders would often urge potentially suicidal 
troops to give their guns to friends or relatives or have them 
stored on base. 

Military health care professionals said the 2011 law 
inhibited those kinds of conversations. “It ties the hands of 
clinicians and the command,” said Dr. Stephen Xenakis, a 
psychiatrist and retired brigadier general who recommends 
amending the 2011 law. 

Some military mental health specialists say the 
government should do much more than just amend the 2011 
law. Dr. Elspeth Cameron Ritchie, a psychiatrist, retired 
colonel and former mental health adviser to the Army surgeon 
general, said the Pentagon should aggressively promote gun 
safety as well as consider making it harder for at-risk troops to 
buy ammunition and weapons at on-base gun stores. 

“I am troubled that on the one hand we are saying we are 
doing all we can to decrease suicide and on the other making it 
so easy for service members to buy weapons,” Dr. Ritchie 
said. 

Many military officials say the Pentagon is not prepared 
to go that far. But some suicide experts do see a greater 
willingness on the part of senior Pentagon officials to discuss 
the links between firearms and suicide. 

They note that several prominent retired officers, 
including Peter W. Chiarelli, a former Army vice chief of 
staff, have begun speaking publicly about the issue. And they 
note that the military has begun taking small steps to 
encourage gun safety, including giving away trigger locks at a 
recent Pentagon health fair. 

“You’ve got to realize the cultural change when trigger 
locks are given out in the Pentagon,” said Bruce Shahbaz, an 
Army suicide prevention expert. “That’s huge.” 

In the Department of Veterans Affairs, mental health 
counselors and suicide hot line agents routinely encourage 
suicidal veterans to store their guns or give them to relatives. 
But the issue remains difficult, with concerns that some 
veterans avoid mental health care because they fear their 
firearms will be confiscated. 

“It is sensitive,” said Jan Kemp, the department’s national 
suicide prevention coordinator. “We don’t in any way want to 
imply that we would want to take people’s right to bear 
firearms away.” 

Andy Lehren contributed reporting. 
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18. New Course Aims To Better Prepare Rising SWOs 
(NAVY TIMES 15 0CT 12) ... Gidget Fuentes 

SAN DIEGO — The inaugural class of 156 prospective 
surface warfare officers has wrapped up its first week of the 
Navy's new course for instilling at-sea leadership skills. 

The eight-week Basic Division Officer's Course kicked 
off Oct. 1 with an expanded program that incorporates ship 
handling simulators and other trainers along with classroom 
instruction and hands on exercises before these would be 
SWOs serve as division officers aboard their ships. 

It replaces and ties together two older courses — the four-
week Surface Warfare Officer Introduction and the three week 
Advanced Ship handling and Tactics class. 

Officials expect the refocused training will better prepare 
the junior officers for on-the-job training they will get aboard 
their ships in their first division officer tour. 

The Surface Warfare Officers School is offering the new 
course here and in Norfolk, Va. 

There are 86 students taking the course in San Diego and 
70 in Norfolk, said Lt. Rick Chernitzer, a Naval Surface Force 
Pacific spokesman in Coronado, Calif. 

Vice Adm. Tom Copeman, who commands Naval Surface 
Forces in Coronado, honored the inaugural BDOC classes in 
an Oct. 1 dedication ceremony in San Diego, telling the junior 
officers the new course is the first step in preparing them to 
lead their Sailors on ships that are more complicated and 
technologically complex. 

‘The Sailors that are under your charge are going to count 
on you, and they are going to look up to you for leadership," 
Copeman told the San Diego class, according to a; Navy news 
release. "In order for you to be a good leader, you have to 
know what you are doing." 

As they get their first dose of leadership, learning what it 
means to be a SWO and managing their Sailors, the ensigns 
also will familiarize themselves with ship operations, 
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including navigation, engineering, maintenance, force 
protection, damage control and ship handling. They will get to 
use high-tech bridge and ship simulators, including the 
Conning Officer Virtual Environent, during ASAT classes. A 
earn of eight instructors — a lieutenant commander, six 
lieutenants and one quartermaster — will lead each class at the 
Newport, R.I.-based SWO School's training sites in San Diego 

and Norfolk. Entry-level SWO training for ensigns has gone 
through several changes in the past decade. Most recently, the 
SWO Introduction Course began in 2008 by then Naval 
Surface Forces commander Vice Adm. D.C. Curtis as a water 
front program to teach and hammer the fundamentals to better 
prepare new ensigns for shipboard duties and responsibilities. 
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19. Navy Reopens TA Funding For Vocational Programs 
‘Clock hour' offerings back after two-year hiatus 
(NAVY TIMES 15 0CT 12) ... Mark D. Faram 

Sailors can once again use tuition assistance dollars for 
many civilian vocational programs now that the Navy's lifted a 
two year ban on the practice. 

The Navy in March 2010 stopped allowing Sailors to use 
TA for vocational programs measured in so-called "clock 
hours," as opposed to more traditional semester or quarter-
hour credits offered at colleges and universities. 

Officials reasoned at the time that programs resulting in 
certifications instead of degrees were inconsistent with the 
Navy's degree-heavy off-duty education program and 
therefore should not qualify for the allowance. 

They now say many vocational education programs 
would translate into better-qualified Sailors. 

"The Navy continuously reviews its training and 
education policies to ensure a balance between professional 
and personal development goals for Sailors," said Dr. Jonathan 
Woods, a voluntary education specialist on the staff of the 
chief of naval personnel. 

And upon further review, clock-hour programs are back 
in the game and eligible for Navy funding. 

"Clock hours is one area where we found value 
rebalancing non-degree skill acquisition with academic goals, 
as these programs provide vocational education opportunities 
that often enhance Sailors' skills in technical career fields on 
active duty and can benefit them when they eventually return 
to the private sector," Woods said. 

Clock hours are used in programs that require a certain 
number of hours where the student must be observed by 
instructors. Often, these programs satisfy the minimum 
educational requirements for certifications or licenses set by a 
state or national accreditation organization. Examples could 
range from an electrician's license to the Federal Aviation 
Administration airframes and power plant license for aircraft 
maintenance. 

The new TA rules were announced Oct. 2 in a fleet-wide 
message, NAVADMIN 305/12. Sailors can use TA funds for 
clock hours only if they meet all the same TA eligibility 
requirements for traditional semester and quarter-hour 
programs, according to the message. Many of these 
requirements are new, issued after the Navy first eliminated 
clock hours from the program. For example, the Navy doesn't 
allow first-term Sailors to use tuition assistance during their 
first year at their initial duty station. Sailors must also be 
recommended for advancement to be eligible. Sailors should 
check with their command for all the requirements, officials 
say, because any requests for funding must be approved first 
by their chain of command. Additionally, before the Navy will 
authorize tuition assistance for any courses, Sailors must have 
a degree plan on file with their local Navy College office. 

If approved, Sailors are issued an "electronic education 
voucher" to be given to the school to pay for the classes they 
take. 

TA, By The Numbers 
Navy TA funds tuition and authorized fees up to 16 

semester hours, 24 quarter hours or 240 clock hours per person 
each fiscal year, but there are limits. 

The Navy caps payment of TA at $250 per semester hour, 
$166.67 per quarter hour and $16.67 per clock hour up to an 
annual maximum of $4,500 per Sailor. There have been talks 
of having to reduce TA in the near future, as the Navy faces a 
budget crunch, though new figures have not been announced. 

There are options for Sailors who want to exceed TA 
caps. 

"Navy approval also offers Sailors the option to use the 
GI Bill top-up program to cover costs that exceed the TA cap 
for a given fiscal year," said Tom Smith, enlisted education 
coordinator for Navy Education and Training Command. 

Completion rules for TA-funded clock-hour programs are 
the same as for other college programs. If you drop out or fail, 
you'll have to reimburse the Navy for the full cost of the 
course. In addition, the new rules only allow Sailors to take 
one clock-hour vocational or technical program during their 
career. 

The Navy will pay for costs tied to certifications related to 
clock-hour programs, but not with TA funds. 

Since 2006, the Navy has operated a website detailing the 
wide range of certifications it can pay for. The site is called 
Navy COOL, or — Navy Credentialing Opportunities Online 
— and it shows what civilian credentials match up with Navy 
ratings and many Navy enlisted classifications. 

Upgrades to the https://www.cool.navy.mil website went 
live Oct. 3, officials said, further linking Navy skills and 
credentials. 

These qualifications would also translate to skills in the 
civilian sector, for exiting Sailors. Examples include ratings 
such as culinary specialist and electrician's mate, as many jobs 
in those areas outside the fleet are tied to certified skill levels. 
Information systems technician — where outside employment 
can hinge on Microsoft and other certifications — is another 
example. 

Aviation machinist's mates, aviation structural mechanics, 
aviation electrician's mates and aviation electronics 
technicians can get the Navy to pay for the coveted airframes 
and power plant certification needed to work almost 
everywhere in civilian aviation, Smith said, and the list goes 
on. 
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Sailors interested in a particular program should talk to a 
Navy College Office counselor to find out whether the Navy 
funds the civilian ticket they want to get punched, Woods said. 

Counselors can be found at Navy College offices or 
through the Virtual Education Center, which offers help via 
phone or online chat. 

The Navy doesn't keep a list of civilian clock-hour 
courses it will pay for, Smith said, but the Veterans Affairs 

Department lists theirs online (see above), and Sailors are 
eligible for all of the VA offerings. While not a complete list 
of all the Navy offers, it will give you an idea. 

The same Navy education counselors, he said, can help 
Sailors find vocational programs along with helping them 
secure needed funding through either Navy COOL or TA 
programs. 
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20. Murray, Levin Call For Better Evaluation System For Veterans With Disabilities 
(THE HILL 08 OCT 12) ... Ramsey Cox 

Sens. Patty Murray (D-Wash.) and Carl Levin (D-Mich.) 
asked the Veterans Affairs’ Department and Defense 
Department to work together to improve the “broken” 
disability evaluation process. 

In a letter the lawmakers sent late last week, they also 
called on the departments to establish a timeline for 
completing a review of the Integrated Disability Evaluation 
System (IDES). The request came after the Government 
Accountability Office released a report in which it found 
problems with the system. 

The GAO report found that some service members are not 
being diagnosed with disabilities they have, such as post-
traumatic stress disorder, at VA hospitals. Service members 
with disabilities continue to receive health benefits, among 
others, after service. 

"I am not convinced the Departments have implemented a 
disability evaluation process that is truly transparent, 
consistent or expeditious,” said Murray, the chairwoman of 

the Senate Veterans Affairs Committee. “Getting this right is a 
big challenge — but it’s one that we must overcome.” 

“I’ve seen the impacts of a broken system — whether it’s 
from a wrong diagnosis, an improper decision or never-ending 
wait times. When the system doesn’t work accurately and 
quickly, or when service members can’t get a proper mental 
health evaluation or diagnosis, it means they are not getting 
the care they need and they are not moving on to civilian life.” 

Levin, the chairman of the Senate Armed Services 
Committee, said he believes if the two departments work 
together, a solution to help veterans is possible. 

"I am convinced that the DoD/VA Integrated Disability 
Evaluation System can be improved to better address the 
needs of our wounded, ill and injured service members,” 
Levin said in a statement Friday. “This system is too complex, 
takes far too long, and still has an adversarial aspect that our 
service members should not have to endure.” 
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UNIFORMS: 
21. The Case For Common Cammies 
A decade of experimentation yielded service-specific uniforms that don't work in combat 
(NAVY TIMES 15 0CT 12) ... Andrew Tilghman 

The U.S. military developed at least seven new combat 
utility uniforms over the past decade as one service after the 
other set out to create its own unique designs. 

Now, having invested billions to develop and field a 
multitude of patterns, it appears that only one of those 
uniforms is effective at concealing troops in combat. 

What began with then-Marine Corps Commandant Gen. 
Jimother out in a joint crowd. 

And he was right: The digital Marine Pattern, or 
MARPAT, uniform that resulted from his push is today 
recognized as the best and most effective combat uniform 
among what has become a surprisingly vast array of colors 
and patterns, according to a new report from the Government 
Accountability Office. 

The report concludes that the services have wasted 
billions of dollars and put troops' lives at risk in a vain effort 
to create unique combat uniforms for their services. A failure 
to share methodology, insight and experience, and a drive to 
have a unique appearance, trumped combat effectiveness — 
even in the midst of two wars, the GAO says. 

In the years since Jones started the camouflage fashion 
trend: 

 The Army botched development of its Army Combat 
Uniform, or ACU, selecting a pattern before its own 
testing process was completed. Used pervasively in 
Iraq, the ACU is nearly eliminated from wear in 
Afghanistan, where the Army has adopted a 
commercial camouflage pattern called MultiCam 
instead. And the service plans to identify three color 
variations as future uniform options and is seeking to 
identify one camouflage pattern for protective gear 
that blends with all three uniforms. If the service 
chooses to pursue a new camouflage uniform, the 
GAO estimates thatreplacement costs could run as 
high as $4 billion over five years: 

 The Air Force spent years developing a distinctive 
"tiger stripe" uniform and fielded it in 2007. But in 
2010, the service determined its Airman Battle 
Uniform was not viable in combat, and most 
deployed Airmen were ordered to wear the Army's 
combat attire instead. 

 The Navy, meanwhile, developed its Navy Working 
Uniform, a blue-gray camouflage utility known as 
"blueberries," or "aquaflage." But the NWU was 
never intended for ground combat duty, and the Navy 
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developed a series of combat camouflage uniforms 
for use in the war zone and elsewhere. 

When the camo was announced in January 2010, Sailors 
were told only SEALS and their support Sailors could wear 
the pattern, called NWU Type IIs, because Marines 
complained the pattern looked too much their MARPAT, 
sources said. 

Meanwhile, some Navy officials are pushing to dump the 
blue-toned camouflage uniform, just three years after fielding 
it, and put Sailors in the new woodland pattern NWU Type III. 

No Central Control 
Who's to blame? The Pentagon exercises virtually no 

central control over uniform development — and it should, the 
GAO says. 

"Standardizing the development of camouflage uniforms 
and partnering to share inventory fees could increase 
efficiency in uniform development programs and potentially 
save [DoD] tens of millions of dollars over the life cycles of 
the services' combat utility uniforms," the report concludes. 

The GAO stops short of recommending the Pentagon 
require a single combat uniform, as was common practice 
during the Cold War years, when all services wore either 
green or desert BDUs. 

But Cary Russell, GAO's acting director for defense 
capabilities and management, suggests that developing a new 
common uniform may be a simple way to avoid having to 
draw up the complex rules needed to ensure that all variants 
meet the same standards. 

"If they don't go [for a single uniform], they'll have to do 
a lot of work to find joint criteria and policies to provide equal 
protection and consistent development processes to make 
different uniforms effectively and efficiently," he said. 

Culture Vs. Effectiveness 
Jones, the former Marine commandant who went on to 

head the joint U.S. European Command and served as 
President Obama's first national security adviser, is not 
swayed. 

The uniform, he says, is central. 
Jones musing that the Marine Corps could develop a 

better combat uniform than the then-ubiquitous battle dress 
uniforms of the 1980s and '90s ended up revolutionizing 
military camouflage. 

Jones argued at the time that he could create a better 
uniform that would cost less for Marines to maintain — the 
old school BDUs routinely required starch to meet appearance 
standards — and would be unique to the Marines, allowing 
leathernecks to pick each to service identity. 

"I think for cultural reasons, this is important not to fool 
with," Jones said in an interview. 'This is part of a larger 
discussion of service integrity and service morale." 

But camouflage experts outside the military say pattern 
and uniform development are a hard science, not a fashion 
statement, and that extensive research can definitively 
determine whether one pattern is superior to another. That, 
they argue, should be the determining factor — not morale. 

"Terrain should play the biggest part — period," said Jim 
Crane, owner of PowerPleat Tech, an Illinois-based company 
that produces patented camouflage gear. "If you have a Marine 
and a Soldier in the same area, their camouflage needs to be 
pretty similar to both be effective." 

One advantage to uniformity across the services is instant 
recognition, which is increasingly important in multinational 
coalition warfare, said Guy Cramer, head of HyperStealth 
Biotechnology, which produces camouflage gear for foreign 
militaries and has worked with the U.S. Army. 

"When you start adding other nations into the mix, it can 
become difficult to tell who's who, and it becomes more 
important to be able to identify a pattern with a particular 
country," Cramer said. "I'd say you want that sense of, 'OK, 
he's an American, he's on my side.’“ 

That was one of Jones' arguments when he embarked the 
Marines on the path to MARPAT. He wanted a uniform that 
would allow Marines to differentiate one another at a distance 
from Soldiers, Sailors and Airmen, without having to get close 
enough to read the service tags on their chests. 

Cramer argues that uniform distinctions like that might 
ultimately benefit an enemy more than the joint team. 

'The enemy may have some intel on how many people are 
in a platoon," Cramer said. If they don't count that many in a 
particular group, they'll know there must be "others out there 
somewhere." 

But Jones said uniform distinctions aren't limited to 
pattern. 

"For tactical reasons, what works well for one might not 
work well for others," he insisted. "We all do different things." 

Congress Orders 'Joint Criteria' 
In 2009, Congress began to question the military's 

growing array of ground combat uniforms and ordered the 
Pentagon to develop "joint criteria" for camouflage fatigues. 

That hasn't happened. 
In a formal response to GAO's report, DoD acknowledged 

the delay and said those rules will likely be finalized early 
next year by the Joint Clothing and Textile 

Governance Board, a little known, panel established in 
2008 that is made up of logistics officials from the Defense 
Logistics Agency, the Joint Staff and the services. 

The law calls on senior defense officials to hammer out 
rules to "ensure new technologies, advanced materials and 
other advances in ground combat uniform design may be 
shared [among] the military services and are not precluded 
from being adapted for use by any military service due to 
service-unique proprietary arrangements." 

By proprietary, Congress was making a not-too-subtle 
reference to the Marine Corps' aggressive efforts to prevent 
other services from mimicking its pattern. 

Former Sergeant Major of the Marine Corps Carlton 
Kent, who retired last year, makes no apology for being 
protective. 

MARPAT is "proprietary," he said in a 2010 interview. 
"Those designs are reserved for Marines." 

But government officials say the Corps cannot legally 
restrict other services or agencies from using its camouflage 
pattern. 

And while the Marine Corps was initially strongly 
territorial over its pattern, that position has softened over time. 
After the Army and Navy publicly floated the idea of using 
MARPAT last year, Sergeant Major of the Marine Corps Mike 
Barrett said that was not a problem and tried to down play the 
notion that the Corps needs distinctive uniforms. 

"I encourage all services to research our MARPAT during 
their tests to field a ngw combat uniform," Barrett said last 
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year. "We have the best camouflage pattern in the world, and I 
believe that it helps save the lives of our Marines and Sailors. 
Our uniforms are distinctive, but what distinguishes [Marines] 
is our ethos, combat mindset and martial spirit." 

Navy's 'Aquaflage' 
The GAO report declined to examine the Navy's blue-

toned camouflage-patterned uniforms, formally known as the 
Navy Working Uniform Type I, which rolled out in 2009. 
That's because the uniform does not fall into the category of 
"ground combat" camouflage, the GAO said. 

But the so-called blueberries — and their $224 million 
development and fielding cost — raise questions about 
development procedures. The uniform remains a hot topic 
inside the Navy, with behind-the-scenes talk about eliminating 
it. 

Some Navy officials see no reason for the non-combat-
worthy blue uniforms when Sailors could instead wear the 
Navy's combat desert pattern Type II or combat woodland 
pattern Type III uniforms introduced in 2010. 

Today, those uniforms are largely limited to Navy special 
warfare troops and other expeditionary units. But extending 
their use is now the reality as the Corps appears to have 
dropped its opposition to Sailors wearing the Type II desert 
pattern, which is nearly identical to the Marines' MARPAT. 
Commanders can now request the Type Its for their units 
heading to the desert. 

While jokes abound about "aquaflage" being best suited 
to camouflaging a Sailor who falls overboard, some Sailors 
complain the uniform is uncomfortable in hot climates, ill-
fitting and unable to stand up to the Navy's shipboard 
industrial washing machines. 

So now proposals are being discussed to ditch the Type I 
aquaflage altogether, according to a senior official and 
member of the Navy Uniform Board who asked not to be 
named. The official said eliminating the blue cammies would 
save the Navy millions. 

Army's $3.2 Million Mistake 
The GAO report saved its most scathing criticism for the 

Army, which spent two years and about $3.2 million 
developing its Army Combat Uniform, or ACU. 

When it was fielded in 2005, the uniform was initially 
well received, but it proved far more effective in Iraq, where 
desert and urban fighting were the norm, than in the hills and 
mountains of Afghanistan. The Army initially resisted calls for 
a change. But in 2009, under pressure from Congress, the 
service began looking for an alternative and settled on a 
commercial pattern known as MultiCam. 

Those tests cost at least $3.4 million, the GAO said. Now 
the Army is back at the drawing board, producing a whole 
new family of camouflage patterns — one for desert, one for 
woodland and one that's "transitional." The final 
recommendations will come this year, an official said. 

The original "universal camouflage pattern" now worn 
throughout the garrison Army is not in the running. 

The ACU's colors were wrong, Army officials say. Its 
green and brown tones were difficult to see from a short 

distance, and the entire palette is more like a faded gray than 
desert or woodland colors. 

The GAO said the Army's process for developing the 
ACU was flawed from the start and noted that top officials 
failed to include "testing results or an evaluation of 
performance" with their final briefing to the service's top 
brass. 

Air Force's ‘Tiger Stripes' 
The Air Force began working on a new uniform in 2002, 

but that process was also flawed and, like the Army's, failed to 
incorporate a "knowledge-based approach," the GAO said. 
The Air Force team working on the uniform selected the so-
called "tiger stripe" pattern without testing other camouflage 
patterns. 

The Air Force also opted to use a single fabric weight for 
all gear, regardless of hot and cold climates — ignoring a 
specific recommendation from the Air Force's Air Warfare 
Command Center suggesting the uniforms were too hot. 

Indeed, heat buildup was ultimately cited as a major 
problem with the new clothing. 

Then, in 2010, Air Forces Central Command ordered 
deployed Airmen to wear the Army's Multi-Cam after 
concluding that the distinct Air Force pattern "contrasted with 
the Army's camouflage, increasing the risk of personnel 
standing out to enemy forces ... in a joint operating 
environment," the GAO said. 

This year, the Air Force began fielding a lighter weight 
version of the tiger stripes in direct response to complaints 
from Airmen that the uniform was too hot. 

Complaints 
The GAO report drew attention from government 

watchdogs who say it's another example of costly and 
duplicative bureaucracy. 

"With budget cuts looming, the Pentagon can't afford to 
waste money like this," said Ben Freeman, a defense expert 
with the Project on Government Oversight. 

"Interservice squabbles over uniform ownership only 
increase costs and do nothing to help win battles," he said. 

Even among troops, the changing uniform requirements 
are a source of frustration for those who fail to understand 
why senior leaders can't pick a variant and stick with it. Their 
cynical view can be summed up in the sentiments of an Army 
captain who asked not to be named. 

"Why doesn't somebody get up and say, ‘Hey, why are 
our boys...having to pay to get this? The money is coming out 
of their pockets,” he said. "The general sentiment is that some 
retired general got into some company and he convinced a 
sitting general to spend a lot of money on uniforms." 

An enlisted Sailor who also asked to remain anonymous 
echoed the sentiment. 

"It's just somebody in the officers club who wants to 
change something to make his mark on the Navy and say, 
‘Hey, see that uniform? That was my idea," he said. "It's 
ridiculous." 

Staff writers Lance Bacon and Mark D. Faram 
contributed to this story. 
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UNMANNED VEHICLES: 
22. Sea Power For Robots 
(BOSTON GLOBE 08 OCT 12) ... Martin LaMonica 

More and more torpedo-shaped-robots are plying the 
oceans to sniff out mines, gather environmental data, and scan 
the ocean floor for famous wrecks. 

But these underwater vehicles struggle with the same 
problem that heavy smartphone users have: short battery life. 

With a typical run time of about 24 hours, autonomous 
underwater vehicles, or AUVs as they are known, have so far 
been limited in use. If the industry can come up with a way to 
repower them at sea, these underwater robots could give the 
military powerful new tools and take on a broader range of 
commercial and scientific jobs. 

Bluefin Robotics's solution is much like what the auto 
industry is developing for electric cars: charging stations. 
Instead of being yanked out of the water for recharging, the 
robot would pull up to a refueling station on the ocean bottom. 

Bluefin, on the Fore River in Quincy, has built a docking 
station that communicates directly with underwater vehicles, 
guiding them to where they can recharge and transfer data. 

The refueling station resembles a cage roughly 5 by 15 
feet with a cone-shaped entrance. Once it's inside, the robot is 
recharged wirelessly through inductive coils -- the same 
technology used for charging electric toothbrushes. The 
refueling itself could rely on a bank of larger batteries if it's a 
remote location, or a power cable from an external source, 
either on land or a surface buoy. 

Any data the robot has gathered, such as images of the sea 
bed or boat traffic, could be uploaded to the docking station 
and transmitted to home base, which could wire new 
instructions to the robot. 

"Launch and recovery from a boat is a very difficult 
process. This way you have a garage," said Robert 
Geoghegan, department manager for ocean engineering for 
Battelle Memorial Institute, a - research organization that 
owns Bluefin Robotics. "So instead of doing launch and 
recovery every day, you can do it once a week or longer." 

With a continuous supply of electricity, an AUV could 
work for months at a time, recharging daily, Bluefin 
executives said. 

The Navy already has hundreds in service, usually for -
security- oriented missions, but has a multiyear master plan to 
expand the fleet. It envisions networks of AUVs gathering 
military intelligence, such as about enemy submarine 
movements, or neutralizing or arming mines. These vehicles 
could also be launched from submarines and pilot themselves 
while carrying weapons. 

But the Navy wants 60-day missions, rather than the day-
long trips underwater robots take now. Navy officials were in 
Quincy last month, scoping out the new docking station. 

Oil and gas companies, which have been using remote-
controlled underwater vehicles for years, are looking at 
autonomous robots to reduce costs and danger to people from 
inspecting pipelines after hurricanes. A single rechargable 
AUV could test the structural integrity of equipment over a 
vast area and report back to a drilling platform. 

And for scientists, a longer-running AUV would be able 
to collect more data, such as from tracking pollutants over 
several weeks, and give researchers flexibility to change 
missions without the expense of a recovery boat. 

An AUV could also be positioned at a remote docking 
station and be activated on demand -- for example, when 
underwater volcanic activity near Hawaii increases, said Alan 
Beam of the Lee, N.H.- based Autonomous Underwater 
Vehicle Application Center and a former program manager for 
UAVs at the Navy. 

"People have been working on the pieces to this for a long 
time. The key trick is to integrate it all to make it work," Beam 
said. 

Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution in Falmouth has 
been researching underwater docking stations for more than a 
decade and has two projects underway. 

The Naval Postgraduate School will install a docking 
station made by Woods Hole in the coming months in the 
waters off Monterey, Calif. Like Bluefin Robotics' machine, 
the Woods Hole device has a funnel-shaped "entrance nozzle" 
to guide entering vehicles. The metal frame that holds AUVs 
in place is mounted on sleds anchored by lead weights. The 
station will use an undersea cable for power and transferring 
data, allowing Naval researchers to keep the vehicles in the 
water for long stretches. 

"When you attach a subsea cable and run power through 
it, it means you can power and point the vehicle [out] for 
multiple missions. You have it recharge without bringing it 
back in, so you greatly minimize the expenses for ship 
operations," said Ben Allen, a senior engineer at Woods Hole 
Oceanographic Institution. "Within the research community, 
there's a lot of interest." 

Woods Hole is also involved in a major scientific 
expedition, the National Science Foundation's Ocean 
Observatories Initiative, that will deploy docking stations at 
sea. The Pioneer Array on the edge of the Continental Shelf 
south of Martha's Vineyard will use a combination of surface 
moorings and unmanned vehicles to collect environmental 
data and high-resolution images. 

Three AUVs, supplied by Hydroid LLC in Pocasset, will 
take measurements in concert with six self-propelled 
underwater gliders in 500 feet of water over 2,500 square 
miles. Having the docking stations will allow researchers to 
collect data over long periods of time and, using a two-way 
satellite link, send instructions to the AUVs to modify their 
sampling plans. 

The surface moorings will also provide energy to the 
docking stations using a combination of solar panels, wind 
turbines, and fuel cells. 

In some applications, refueling stations can help keep up 
with the considerable power demands for transmitting data. 
The underwater engineering company Phoenix International 
used a Bluefin Robotics vehicle in the search this year for the 
downed plane of missing aviatrix Amelia Earhart in the South 
Pacific. 

A 20-hour mission can generate a terabyte of data of high- 
resolution images, sonar, and video, said Christopher Moore, 
AUV manager at Largo, Md.-based Phoenix International, 
creating bottlenecks in transmission and a drain on power. 

"The limitations of these machines is power," he said. 
"You need power to move a lot of data in an efficient amount 
of time, recharge the batteries, and accept a new mission." 
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For its docking station, Bluefin Robotics last fall ran an 
eight- hour demonstration in which an AUV was launched 
outside of Boston Harbor, rose to the surface to get its position 
using GPS, and then docked at the refueling station, which 
was erected on a scaffold about three meters off the bottom. 

One challenge was getting the AUV to enter the snug 
interior of the docking station on its own. To make the 
demonstration work, engineers needed to fine-tune the homing 
capabilities to ensure the robot approached the intake cone at 
the right angle and made a reliable connection inside, said 
Steve Somlyody, a senior systems engineer at Bluefin. 

The system communicates via acoustic waves, which can 
be easily disrupted by other objects in the water, he said. 

Bluefin Robotics and Battelle said they will target the 
refueling station at applications that demand longer missions, 

such as where a network of -AUVs monitor one area 
continuously. 

The docking stations are coming along at an opportune 
moment for the young industry. 

Many operators had kept their robots on a tight leash, out 
of fear of losing one, said Duane Fotheringham, vice president 
of operations at -Hydroid. 

"The interest in docking stations is to move the autonomy 
one step further and remove the men from the loop and take 
advantage of the robotics as much as possible," Fotheringham 
said. 

"It's an evolution of the technology as people become 
more and more comfortable with underwater robotics." 
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23. Unmanned Helos Ease Burden For Logistics Marines 
Outposts get new provisions in 1/12 the time 
(MARINE CORPS TIMES 15 OCT 12) ... Dan Lamothe 

COMBAT OUTPOST PAYNE, Afghanistan — The 
slender gray helicopter chattered in from the open desert, a 
sling hanging beneath it as it glided to this Marine base in 
Helmand province. The novelty for those nearby: No one was 
onboard. 

Marines in Afghanistan are beginning to see more of the 
K-MAX Cargo Unmanned Aerial System, a pilotless 
helicopter designed to carry up to 4,000 pounds of gear and 
supplies to U.S. forces in remote locations. Built by Lockheed 
Martin and Kaman Aerospace, it was first fielded in 
Afghanistan late last year, and is increasingly used across the 
theater. 

The Oct. 4 flight to Payne delivered nearly 2,000 pounds 
of supplies to Marines with Combat Logistics Regiment 15, 
who were aboard Payne to open a mobile PX store. 

They had supplies in shipping containers aboard two 10-
wheel Logistics Vehicle System Replacement trucks, but after 
visiting other nearby bases, had run out of some popular items, 
said Staff Sgt. Jonas Thomas, a morale, welfare, recreation 
specialist manning the mobile store. 

On Oct. 2, Thomas’ team requested an unmanned aerial 
resupply so its Warrior Express service team could continue 
visiting Marines. The bird arrived at Payne two days later, 
hauling everything from chewing tobacco and energy drinks to 
hygiene products, Thomas said. 

“We wanted to make sure that everyone has the same 
opportunity as those who see us first on the mission,” he said. 

The narrow, pointy-nosed K-MAX never landed. It 
hovered over Payne for a few minutes, descending low enough 

to ease four pallet-sized shipping containers to the ground in a 
net slung beneath the aircraft. 

The Marines said the K-MAX flew from Camp Dwyer, 
the Corps’ second largest base in Afghanistan. It’s operated 
downrange by Unmanned Aerial Vehicle Squadron 2, out of 
Marine Corps Air Station Cherry Point, N.C. 

“It was nice to get this hooked up for us,” said Sgt. Colin 
Moreau, another member of CLR-15 at Payne. “This way, we 
won’t be sweating bullets when we get to the last stop and 
someone says, ‘Hey, where’s the toothpaste? Where’s the 
Camel Lites? You’re supposed to have them.” 

Marine officials first issued an urgent needs statement for 
an unmanned aerial cargo system in 2010, reasoning it would 
reduce the amount of convoys needed on Afghanistan’s 
treacherous, bomb-laden roads. 

Two K-MAX helicopters have been downrange with 
Marines for most of the year, delivering more than 1 million 
pounds of cargo, Lockheed Martin told Marine Corps Times 
earlier this year. 

On average, the two deployed K-MAX helos fly about six 
missions per night, said Terry Fogarty, gen-eral manager for 
the unmanned aerial systems product group at Kaman 
Aerospace, the helicopter’s original builder. 

They’re able to fly up to 100 nautical miles roundtrip, 
depending on cargo payload. Flying primarily from large 
bases to smaller FOBs, they can accomplish resupply missions 
in less than an hour that would take 12 to 15 hours by ground 
convoy, he said. 
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NUCLEAR TRIAD: 
24. America’s Nuclear Tab Nearing $660 Billion, New Report Says 
(FOREIGN POLICY (THE E-RING) 08 OCT 12) ... Kevin Baron 

The cost of American’s nuclear arsenal is projected to 
reach as much as $661 billion over the next decade, a new 
report claims. 

The report, released Oct. 7 by Ploughshares Fund, a group 
that advocates nuclear disarmament, says its estimate ranges 

from $620 billion, if defense spending stays below inflation, to 
as high as $661 billion if defense spending keeps pace with 
inflation. 

A closer look at those numbers, though, shows that 
nuclear costing is more art than science, given factors like the 
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secretive nature of the field, unknowable future costs in fuel or 
aircraft, and the budgetary whims of Congress. 

Last year, the Washington Post fact-checker gave 
Ploughshares “two Pinnocchios” for estimating that nuclear 
weapons would cost the United States $700 billion over the 
coming decade, a figure some nuclear hawks rejected. 

The new report acknowledges the difficulty in coming to 
a solid estimate. “It's not easy to know how much our nation 
pays for our nuclear weapons programs,” Ploughshares says, 
in this year’s release. “There is no official nuclear weapons 
budget. Instead, government spending accounts are often 
opaque, poorly defined and always spread out over several 
government agencies.” 

The new estimate claims over the next decade the United 
States is looking at spending $370 billion for its “nuclear 
forces,” including the triad of long-range bombers, nuclear 
submarines, and intercontinental ballistic missiles, in addition 
to the laboratories charged with maintaining weapons and 
dismantling them. A $100 billion tab will pay for associated 
environmental and health care costs; $97 billion for missile 

defenses against incoming nuclear warheads; $63 billion for 
nuclear threat reduction initiative programs to dismantle and 
mothball the shrinking Cold War arsenal; and $8 billion for 
nuclear “incident management.” 

Ploughshares claims in this year’s materials that its 
estimate is “a conservative attempt” at combining the known 
costs to taxpayers for maintaining a nuclear arsenal that 
follows President Obama’s defense spending plan at near-flat 
real growth. 

“Our estimate includes costs to maintain and modernize 
our existing nuclear arsenal, pay for missile defense programs, 
support the environmental and health costs associated with 
past and current nuclear weapons programs, and continue 
nuclear threat reduction programs.” 

What the report cannot calculate, the group says, are 
intelligence costs and other operating costs, such as aerial 
refueling missions. 

That, it argues, is why the U.S. needs more transparency. 
The E-Ring will find out more on what the Pentagon 

thinks about it, later this week. 
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INFRASTRUCTURE / INSTALLATIONS: 
25. A Greener Mess Hall 
Pilot program brings plant-based dining ware to military bases 
(FEDERAL TIMES 08 OCT 12) ... Andy Medici 

Service members and civilians at two military 
installations will see their meals get a little greener under a 
new pilot program by the Defense Logistics Agency. But it 
won't be the food. 

Beginning in November, the agency will temporarily 
replace all of the flatware, plates, bowls and trays at Joint Base 
Lewis-McChord and Naval Air Station Whidbey Island in 
Washington state with items that are 100 percent plant-based 
and compostable. 

The dining ware is made from corn- and wheat-based 
resin and will have the same look and feel as traditional dining 
ware, and will be just as sturdy, but it will be light brown in 
color, according to DLA. 

Visitors will be notified with signs posted at the entrances 
to dining facilities, and the pilot will run anywhere from six to 
nine weeks -- until supplies run out. 

The new dining ware is the newest effort by the Defense 
Department to make sure 95 percent of its product purchases 
and services are environmentally friendly. 

The new program is also driven in part by a 2009 
executive order by President Obama calling for agencies to 
recycle 50 percent of their nonhazardous waste by 2015. 

The dining ware includes cups in a variety of sizes for hot 
and cold drinks, as well as lids, straws, soup bowls, salad 
bowls, compartmentalized food trays, forks, knives and 
spoons. 

Stacey Hajdak, spokeswoman for DLA, said the pilot 
program could not have happened without the support of the 
services. 

"Before we do anything, we have to make sure we have 
buy-in from our customers," Hajdak said. 

If the program is a success, DLA will begin to roll out 
compostable utensils throughout DoD, said John Woloszyn, 
who procures green products for the department. Current 
flatware is either all plastic or made of half plastic and half 
plant-based materials, according to Woloszyn. 

DLA teamed up with contractor Concurrent Technologies 
Corp. to make sure the flatware and tableware are comparable 
in both quality and cost to what the two installations used 
previously. 

"The hope is that people won't notice the difference," 
Woloszyn said. 

Installations will be able to use composting programs 
already in place to dispose of the utensils without sending 
them to a landfill. 

"All in all, it's going to be beneficial and cost effective," 
Woloszyn said. 

While some installations use plant-based flatware or 
plates, there is no facility that uses 100 percent plant-based 
material for all of its dining ware, he said. 

Visitors to the dining facilities will be asked to respond to 
a brief survey rating their experience, which the services will 
use to decide whether to make the program permanent. 

Participating vendors include Bunzl Distribution, 
NatureWorks LLC, LC Industries, Bridge-Gate Alliance 
Group, Huhtamaki Inc., Dopaco Inc., Pactiv LLC, Solo Cup 
Co. and Packaging Dynamics. 
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26. Naval Medical Center Expands Prosthetic Care 
C5 getting larger lab, therapy areas 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 08 OCT 12) ... Gretel C. Kovach 

The Navy is in the midst of a $240,000 expansion of 
prosthetic care facilities in San Diego serving military service 
members and veterans who lost limbs to war wounds, 
accidents and illness. 

Naval Medical Center San Diego filled a therapy pool 
with gravel and capped it with concrete to make room for two 
additional treatment rooms, a check-in area, storage and a 
second set of parallel bars. 

Patients can still swim at the Balboa Park medical center, 
in the pool near the bachelor enlisted quarters. But the 
renovations will accommodate increased staffing and better 
serve patients, the Navy said. 

Heavy construction for the first phase of the two-month 
project expanding C5, the Comprehensive Combat and 
Complex Casualty Care center, was completed Oct. 1 and cost 
about $135,000. Now the new treatment areas are being 
furnished and parallel bars installed. 

Phase 2 will expand and upgrade the prosthetics 
fabrication laboratory, a $105,000 project scheduled to 
commence in late October and finish the first week of 
November. 

“The installation of a second set of parallel bars will allow 
us to get two wounded warriors up on their legs at the same 
time, which will relieve some of the congestion in that area," 
Lt. Cmdr. Wendy Stone, the C5 program's deputy director, 
said in a release. 

C5 was established in 2007 with a prosthetics department 
designed to care for 40 patients with single amputations. 
Today the facility treats approximately 100 active-duty service 
members and 50 veterans, many with multiple amputations. 

In fiscal 2011, C5 staff fitted patients with 418 prosthetic 
devices, including feet, ankles, legs, hands and arms. In the 
first three quarters of this year, they fitted 470 devices, 
medical center staff said. 
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OUTREACH: 
27. Vice Admiral Harris Discusses His Issei Heritage 
Assistant to the chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff to keynote Evening of Aloha. 
(RAFU SHIMPO (LA JAPANESE NEWS) 05 OCT 12) 

In his position as assistant to the chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, Vice Adm. Harry B. Harris Jr. is often seen 
traveling with Secretary of State Hillary Clinton as her 
military liaison, including spending several days last week at 
the United Nations General Assembly Meeting in New York 
City. 

As someone who has served in every geographic combat 
command and in such critical operations as Desert Storm, 
Iraqi Freedom and Odyssey Dawn in Libya, he is ably suited 
to take on the enormous responsibility that his current job 
entails. 

It hasn’t always been smooth sailing for Harris’ steady 
climb up the military chain of command. His journey to the 
Pentagon had the humblest of beginnings. 

The only son of a Navy chief petty officer and a Japanese 
postwar bride, he grew up on a small farm in rural Tennessee. 
Born in Japan a little more than a decade after World War II 
and moving to Tennessee at age 2 in 1958, Harris recalls 
feeling different from his Southern classmates — especially 
when it came time to eat the bento lunch prepared by his 
Japanese mother. 

When he whined to her about the fact that he looked more 
Japanese than American, she responded in a way that he will 
never forget. “She went to a PTA meeting dressed in the only 
thing she brought from Japan — a full kimono, geta, obi, the 
whole thing.” Harris adds respectfully, “She taught me to be 
proud of my ethnic heritage.” 

Not only was she a role model for her hapa son, but she 
also set the example for her three younger sisters, all of whom 
followed in his mother’s footsteps by coming to America after 
marrying U.S. Navy men. 

Harris says he learned “giri” (duty or obligation from his 
Issei mom, who grew up in the privileged Kobe neighborhood 

of Ashiya, only to have her family’s property destroyed during 
the war. After surviving the devastation of wartime Japan, she 
married an American and experienced more hardship. 

“She came to America after growing up in relative 
privilege to survive on a small Southern farm that had no 
running water or electricity,” recalls her son. “It was a 
dramatic change for her, but for me it was the only upbringing 
I knew.” 

Once resettled in America, she adapted with grace and 
became a U.S. citizen in 1974. Before she passed away in 
2008, she told him that the proudest thing she ever did as a 
citizen was to vote. 

That sense of giri has been passed on to her son, whose 
personal decorations include two Distinguished Service 
Medals, three Defense Superior Service Medals, three Legions 
of Merit, and two Bronze Stars. 

“I’m an American, first, foremost and always,” says 
Harris, “but there will always be things my mother represented 
for which I am proud.” 

Harris remembers first hearing about the heroism of 
Japanese American soldiers when he saw the 1951 film “Go 
For Broke.” “It gave me something to be proud of,” Harris 
recalls. “They were in the military and they became heroes.” 
It’s a story that stayed with him as he went from the U.S. 
Naval Academy to postgraduate studies at Harvard’s Kennedy 
School of Government, Georgetown’s School of Foreign 
Service, and Oxford University. 

Still, when he first learned about the men who served in 
the 442nd Regimental Combat Team, 100th Infantry Battalion, 
and Military Intelligence Service, he didn’t realize that their 
families were being held in camps. When he learned those 
once little-known facts, it made their heroic contributions all 
the more significant. 
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It’s a story he will be honored to share with others at the 
annual Evening of Aloha dinner on Oct. 13. “I’ve drawn a lot 
of strength from their story and I think all Americans can draw 
strength from them,” he says. “It’s a great story that 
unfortunately is not known broadly, and it should be taught in 
schools.” 

Harris cites organizations like the Go for Broke National 
Education Center, the Nisei Veterans Committee in Seattle, 
Japanese American Veterans Association, Japanese American 
Citizens League, Federal Asian Pacific American Council, 
Asian American Government Executives Network and Pan 

Pacific American Leaders and Mentors for furthering 
important work towards this end. 

He notes that he was privileged last year to attend the 
Congressional Gold Medal ceremony in Washington, D.C. to 
honor the World War II veterans and looks forward to a rare 
trip to Los Angeles to pay tribute to them once again. 

“Take all the things I’ve done in the military,” he goes to 
say with humility. “It would never begin to compare with what 
those men went through. Just the fact that they and their 
families were booted out of their homes and then what they 
accomplished — that’s huge.” 
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PRESIDENTIAL RACE: 
28. Mitt Romney’s Big Plans For USN 
Adviser Lehman Says Goal Is 350-Ship Fleet 
(DEFENSE NEWS 08 OCT 12) ... Christopher P. Cavas 

Republican Mitt Romney’s campaign has steered clear of 
providing too many specifics when it comes to how he would 
govern as president. 

Defense has been no exception. While Romney and other 
campaign officials have pledged to raise the number of ships 
built per year from nine to “approximately 15,” aimed at a 
fleet of about 350 ships, specifics on how they would add 
more than 60 ships, and what types, have been vague. 

But in an exclusive interview, a top Romney defense 
adviser provided some details on the ambitious plans for the 
Navy. 

John Lehman, President Ronald Reagan's 600-ship-era 
Navy secretary and one of the architects of Romney's plans for 
the military, sat down with Defense News on Oct. 4. 

Among the new details he revealed: Plans to create an 
11th carrier air wing, one for each aircraft carrier. F/A-18 
Super Hornet strike fighter production would continue beyond 
2014. The amphibious fleet would be built up to the Marine 
Corps' requirement of 39 ships. An entirely new, battle-group-
deployable frigate would be procured, along with a ballistic 
missile defense ship. 

The campaign has pledged to build more submarines and 
destroyers, and production of the littoral combat ship (LCS) 
would continue. Exact numbers of ships and aircraft continue 
to be reviewed, and Lehman made it clear the program 
continues to be evaluated and fleshed out. 

Excerpts from the interview, edited for space and clarity: 
Q. What is your projected fleet size? 
A. 350 is the plan of record. This is what the governor is 

currently campaigning on — 15 ships per year, 350 ships in 10 
years. 

Q. What would you be adding? 
A. First, we’d continue the littoral combat ship, and we’d 

begin a battle group-deployable frigate program that would 
replace the FFG 7s [frigates]. And we would increase the 
numbers per year of the destroyers, and we would go for a 
missile defense ship that is optimized using an existing hull 
form, for the new Air Missile Defense Radar (AMDR), which 
really won’t fit in the existing Arleigh Burke class. 

We would also include getting up to the accepted 
requirement for Marine amphibious lift, so there’d be an 
increase in amphibious ships. The exact mix as between the 

different types, whether we go all for the LSD [landing ship 
dock replacement] versus the LHA+ [new assault ship] or 
some other mix, that hasn’t been fully fleshed out yet. But 
there will be an increase in amphibs. 

Q. Would your missile defense ship be based on the 
DDG 1000 design? 

A. There’s also the LPD 17 hull design [used on San 
Antonio-class amphibious ships]. I didn’t say missile defense 
destroyer, I said missile defense ship, because to have the kind 
of power aperture needed for the new radar, there is always a 
conflict between a deployable battle group ship and a missile 
defense ship. The latter is in elevated [readiness condition], 
tied to a specific area. It can’t deploy with the battle group. 

To make it affordable, you have to have a hull that’s not a 
brand-new ship, so it really comes down to between a DDG 
1000 and an LPD 17. Both hulls and power capability are 
quite suitable for the missile defense ship. The basic hull and 
volume in the LPD 17 can take both the larger missiles and the 
radar, so the optimal power plant is not the one that’s in it. It 
would probably be a diesel-based, maybe [combined diesel 
and gas turbine], or something like that. But that hasn’t been 
detailed. 

Q. There’s no current Navy requirement for a fleet 
frigate. 

A. The LCS has many useful roles, but one of them is not 
deploying with the battle groups. It doesn’t have the range. 
What is needed is a replacement for the FFG 7. There’s a clear 
need because the LCS is not able to fill the roles originally 
envisioned for it. It has some real uses, but one of them is not 
as a fleet deployer, not as a battle group deployer. 

Q. This would be a new design, or an adoption of an 
existing design? 

A. I think there will be examination of both existing hull 
forms and design aspects, to try and find the best in class in 
each of the elements — propulsion, hull and engineering, the 
weapons systems. Whether that ends up being a new design or 
an adaption of another frigate, we’re not that far along. It 
won’t be a regional air defense [ship]. It will have self-defense 
capability and network ability to be part of the networked 
environment of the battle group. It won’t necessarily be a full 
Aegis system. 
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But it has to be affordable. All of them have to be able to 
be competed. That’s going back to the Reagan approach of 
having at least two sources for everything. It would be able to 
be competed yearly, as we did in the Reagan years, with the 
submarines, frigates, destroyers and cruisers. They were all 
annual competitions. It’s what brought the cost down. 

Q. Newport News and Electric Boat share equally in 
building the Virginia-class submarines. Would that 
continue, or would they compete to build the new SSBN(X) 
Ohio replacement? 

A. That would be the intention, to enable both yards to 
build a full-up submarine and compete for them every year. 
And have sufficient submarines in the total program to enable 
them to do that. 

Q. What would the new frigate cost? 
A. I wouldn’t put a number on it, but if you took the FFG 

7 and made that in constant dollars today, that’s a good target. 
Q. So, between $600 million and $700 million. Can we 

say that? 
A. Yeah. 
Q. Would you review the LCS program? 
A. I’ll always be reviewing it, but there’s no intention to 

cancel it. We’re very much in favor of a high-low mix and 
having deployable ships. There are still a lot of questions with 
the weapon systems and the modular approach — whether 
that’s the right long-term approach to arming the LCS is an 
open question. We have not done a lot of analysis on that yet. 

Q. Are you committed to retaining 11 aircraft 
carriers? 

A. Right now, 11 carriers is part of the plan, but also with 
11 air wings. We’d have an air wing for every carrier. 

And we would almost immediately reverse the Obama 
decision to stop production of the F/A-18 Super Hornet in 
2014. We think it’s essential to keep the F-18s in production, 
as well as the F-35. 

The actual mix of F-35s and F-18s on the air wings is 
something that will be looked at carefully. 

Q. One carrier is always in a long-term refueling 
overhaul. What would you do with that extra wing? 

A. We would go back to keeping a reserve wing fully 
modernized with the same equipment as an active air wing. 
And the ability to surge and get whatever carrier that’s in 
overhaul out quickly — and there’s nothing written in stone 
that a refueling overhaul has to take four years. They didn’t 
used to take that long. If there’s an emergency, remember 
what was done in World War II, how fast the carriers in dry 
dock were brought out and repaired. You can’t just throw 
together an air wing like that. The principle is we would have 
an air wing for every deck. 

Q. Would you bring forward the fighter replacement 
programmed now in the late 2020s? 

A. One of the top priorities of the Romney program is to 
fundamentally change and fix the procurement mess. We used 
to be able to bring complex systems from initiation to 
deployment in seven years. Essentially, the F-16 only took 
about seven years. Polaris and Minuteman only took four 
years. And in those days, with comparatively primitive 
technology, there were far more complex challenges to 
integrate systems than even the F-22 today. F-22 took 22 
years. In fact, according to the Defense Business Board, the 

average for the Department of Defense is 22 years. Well that’s 
crazy. 

Part of it is the lack of discipline in requirements; 
requirements are being added all the time. 

After the first ship [of the DDG 51 Arleigh Burke class] 
we froze the design, and there were no more change orders 
unless it was life-threatening. There were constant attempts by 
DoD and parts of the Navy to add new bells and whistles and 
capabilities, more new systems. Part of the Navy really wanted 
hangars on them, and we said no, we’re not going to do any 
changes. 

At that time, every F-14 in the fleet was different. Change 
orders flowed in to the production without discipline. Every 
single F-14 had to have its own full record of its systems. No 
two were alike. That’s the extreme of the indiscipline if you 
don’t have a real firm grip on basic changes. And all that has 
been lost in the last 20 years or so. So that can bring the prices 
way down. 

It’s the same on airplanes. The number of changes on the 
F-35 design is beyond belief. There are so many entities in the 
joint requirements committees, in the defense establishment. 
They’re all empowered to write requirement changes, that it’s 
impossible to do a program at any affordable rate the way the 
system operates now. 

Q. Would you make any changes in the procurement 
of the F-35 Joint Strike Fighter? 

A. At this point, it’s not possible to say. A lot is going to 
depend on whether they get the costs under control, 
particularly the flyaway costs. Until you know how much it’s 
going to cost, you don’t know how many you’re going to fit 
into the program. That’s why it’s so essential to keep the 
Super Hornets in production so the mix can be flexed 
depending on how the F-35 actually pans out. 

Q. The Navy has reduced its active-duty personnel 
force to about 321,000. Would you reverse the decline? If 
so, how high would you go to man those 350 ships? 

A. The Navy and the Air Force have taken far deeper cuts 
than I think is prudent in the number of operational people. I 
think they’re undermanning the ships. With the battle groups 
deploying for nine months now, almost back-to-back 
deployments, they’re short now and they’re going to get 
shorter when we see attrition. 

All of the services have had a gross distortion put in, 
because they have to man their share of so many of these new, 
[joint task forces] that have been created, more for 
bureaucratic reasons. There are now 250 joint task forces, and 
they all require uniformed manning from all the services. Most 
of that is driven by Goldwater-Nichols, because you had to 
create joint billets so that every officer could get their four 
years on a joint staff. 

And the Joint Staff itself in the Pentagon is, according to 
the Defense Business Board, almost three times the size of 
what it was during the Reagan administration, with half the 
size of the force. 

So there’s been this bureaucratic bloat, not driven by 
intention, but by the fact that all these new offices are created 
in [the Pentagon] and in the combatant commands and the 
functional commands, that you have to provide people for 
them. There’s just not a requirement for that. So that needs to 
really have a real serious scrub, and those billets freed up for 
our operational Sailors. 



 32

Q. So first, you’d be looking at reallocating existing 
personnel? 

A. Absolutely. How much of that can provide additional 
manning? We’ll see. But the ships have to be manned to their 
effective readiness level. Not necessarily at a wartime level 
but to a deployable level, so that you’re not letting the ships 
deteriorate and not making life so unpleasant for the Sailors at 
sea because they have to do two people’s work at sea. So what 
that means in end strength for the Air Force and the Navy is a 
little hard to say at this point. 

Q. Would you be cutting flag and general officers? 
A. Part of the reason for the number of flag officers is the 

artificial creation of all these joint task forces and 
requirements offices. All the new bureaucracy that’s been 
created over the years that is pure overhead. You’ve got to 
eliminate that before you size the number of flags you have. 
There will be no hesitation to cut flags if that is what is 
needed. And my guess is it probably will be needed in all the 
services. 

Q. You’ll need a bigger budget to pay for all these 
ships and people. How much bigger? 

A. I wouldn’t put a number on it until we see what kind of 
— we’re not talking about we’re going to run faster, jump 
higher, be more efficient. We’re talking about fundamentally 
changing the method of doing business. 

This is something the governor, as a businessman, feels 
very strongly about, and I do, too. In fact, everybody on our 
defense advisory group feels the same, that there’s just a huge 
amount of bloat that has developed over the years. The 
bureaucracy itself has almost doubled what it was during the 
Reagan administration. The Navy is half the size it was, the 
Air Force is half the size, the Army is half the size. 

Q. Is there any program right now that you would 
cut? 

A. I wouldn’t single out any program at this time. I think 
there’ll be a hard look at all the programs. But that’s not 
something the campaign is undertaking at this point, and 
won’t until after the election. 
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COMMENTARY: 
29. Whose Revolution? 
Syrian rebels battle extremists' growing power 
(WASHINGTON POST 08 OCT 12) ... David Ignatius 

ALEPPO, Syria--Leading the fight in Sakhour on the 
eastern side of this embattled city is the Tawafuk Battalion of 
the Free Syrian Army. It reports to a new coordinating body 
known as the Military Council, according to Mustafa Shabaan, 
the acting commander of Tawafuk. 

But wait a minute: A young fighter named Thaer tells me 
there are six or seven other battalions fighting in Sakhour, too, 
in what many claim is the decisive battle for Aleppo. Who 
commands these disparate fighters? And what about jihadists 
from Jabhat al-Nusra, an al-Qaeda-linked group that is said to 
have operatives here? Who directs them? 

In this confusing scene, you can see the essence of the 
problem facing the Aleppo Military Council and others around 
the country as they try to coordinate the Free Syrian Army’s 
insurgency against President Bashar al-Assad. The challenge 
of enforcing discipline at nearby Tariq al-Bab, the rebels’ 
forward headquarters in eastern Aleppo, is multiplied a 
hundred times around the country. 

The problem begins with the fact that this is an authentic, 
bottom-up revolution. It arose spontaneously in different parts 
of Syria, and every area has spun off its own battalions, many 
seeking funding from wealthy Arabs in the gulf. Unless these 
militia-like groups can be gathered around a single source for 
money and weapons, they’re unlikely to mount a unified 
resistance to Assad. 

Given the lack of coordinated military planning, terrorist 
attacks are one of the best tactics the rebels have: On the road 
north of Aleppo, I stopped at a celebrated shop called Sultan’s 
Sweets. It is famous because the shop owner poisoned his 
pastries, knowing they would be looted by Assad’s soldiers 
when they passed through town. The poison pastries are said 
to have cost the Syrian army 70 casualties and turned the 
sweetmaker into a martyr. 

A new effort to help bring better organization to this 
chaotic rebellion has been launched by a Syrian-American 
organization called the Syrian Support Group. One of its 
founders, Yakzan Shishakly, traveled to Syria in February to 
meet officers of the Free Syrian Army and encourage them to 
gather the free-wheeling battalions into the military councils. 
Shishakly had credibility because his grandfather was a 
respected Syrian president in the 1950s. 

By the summer, Col. Abdul-Jabbar Akidi emerged as the 
leader of the new military council in the Aleppo area; Col. 
Afif Suleiman headed a new council in Idlib province; Ahmed 
Berri commands the council in Hama. Shishakly introduced 
me to these three commanders in Syria last week. They say 
they’d like help from the United States, but that it hasn’t 
materialized. Without money or weapons to distribute to the 
fighters, these U.S.-friendly military councils will quickly lose 
their coordinating power. 

The alternative power center in the revolution is the 
emerging Salafist jihadist network. It’s a mistake to see them 
all as al-Qaeda affiliates or wannabes. Many of them are 
simply pious Sunnis who know they can get funds to fight 
Assad by playing the jihadist card. 

“Growing your beard is the easiest way to get money,” 
Adib Shishakly told me. He’s Yakzan’s older brother and one 
of the founders of the struggling political opposition known as 
the Syrian National Council. 

Syrians tell me the power of these extremist groups is 
growing across the country. One example is a Salafist group in 
Idlib called Soukor al-Sham, headed by a man who calls 
himself Abu Issa. He is now working to form an alliance with 
a similar Salafist group known as Arrar al-Sham. To gather 
funds, Abu Issa was said to have visited the Turkish border 
city of Antakya last week to meet with Saudi businessmen 
who might contribute to his group. 
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Another jihadist group bidding for power is known as the 
Majlis al-Shura, or Shura Council. Its former leader, 
Mohammed al-Absi, is said to have been killed recently after 
he raised the black flag of al-Qaeda at the Syrian border 
crossing at Bab al-Hawa. When supporters of the Free Syrian 
Army protested to Absi’s group about the banner, decorated 
with words from the Koran, the extremists answered, “What’s 
wrong with the name of God?” The black flag is now gone, 

but the confrontation between jihadists and moderates is just 
beginning. 

Finally there is Jabhat al-Nusra, which openly boasts of 
its links with al-Qaeda. Yakzan Shishakly says he tried to 
warn a U.S. official recently: “These people are among us. If 
you don’t help now, there will be more and more.” From what 
I could see inside the country, he’s right. 
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30. Yes, It Lessens The Chances Of Conflict 
(BOSTON GLOBE 09 OCT 12) ... Michael Oren 

In America, all events -- domestic and foreign -- are 
currently seen through the prism of the presidential elections. 
In Israel, though, our prism is not political but existential. 
Iran's irrational rulers daily pledge to wipe us off the map 
while rapidly producing the nuclear capability to do it. Can 
they be stopped, we ask ourselves, and, if so, by whom? Is 
there still time? 

The Iranian nuclear threat has been publicly discussed in 
Israel's free press and keenly debated. Some argue that Iran 
has yet to produce a nuclear weapon and that Israel must not 
act alone. Others warn that time is running out and that Israel 
is duty-bound to defend itself. Irrespective of their differences, 
though, Israeli security experts agree that sanctions, though 
damaging to the Iranian economy, have not slowed Iran's 
nuclear program. They agree that diplomacy, in spite of 
increasing flexibility in the international community's 
bargaining position, has not produced a single Iranian 
concession. A nuclear-empowered Iran, Israeli commentators 
concur, presents not one but several existential threats to the 
Jewish state. 

The most obvious threat is that Iran will mount a nuclear 
warhead on one of its many long-range missiles and fire it at 
Tel Aviv. Israelis scarcely believe that the regime that cleared 
mine fields with Iranian children, championed the suicide 
bomber, and planned a terrorist attack in Washington can be 
deterred by a Western nuclear umbrella. When even 
"moderate" Iranian leaders declare that they can destroy Israel 
with a single bomb, Israelis must take the radicals seriously. 
And when President Obama tells the United Nations that "a 
nuclear-armed Iran is a challenge that cannot be contained," 
Israelis could not agree more. 

Iran is the world's foremost state sponsor of terror and if 
Iran gets the bomb, so, too, will terrorists. They can deliver 
that bomb in a ship container or a truck bound for any state 
targeted by Tehran without leaving Iranian fingerprints. 
Shielded by Iranian nuclear power, terrorists in Lebanon and 
Gaza can also devastate Israeli communities with tens of 
thousands of Iranian-supplied rockets. 

Israel's security establishment is certain that once Iran can 
quickly assemble a bomb other Middle East regimes will seek 

similar capabilities. As the region continues to roil, nuclear 
arsenals might fall into fanatical hands. The same extremists 
who recently attacked American embassies with grenades and 
automatic rifles could be armed with atomic weapons. 

Anybody can debate the Iranian nuclear threat, but only 
Israel's democratically elected leaders have the responsibility 
to decide how to best protect their country's citizens. Israeli 
leaders, alone, must assess Israel's military abilities, anti-
missile and civil defenses, and estimate the effectiveness and 
cost of any preemptive action. At the same time, they must 
weigh the risk of giving more time to sanctions and diplomacy 
while the Iranians enrich more uranium and transfer their 
nuclear program into fortified bunkers that are beyond our 
reach. Most onerously, they must calculate the time remaining 
before Iran can pose those multiple existential threats. "The 
relevant question is not when Iran will get the bomb," Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu recently told the UN. "The 
relevant question is at what stage can we no longer stop Iran 
from getting the bomb." 

That question, Netanyahu explained, can only be 
answered by drawing a red line across the only observable -- 
and vulnerable -- component of Iran's nuclear program: 
enrichment. By persuading the ayatollahs that they cannot 
achieve a single bomb's worth of highly enriched uranium, the 
world will signal the credibility of its military threat. That, in 
turn, will give more time for sanctions and diplomacy to work. 
Rather than dragging our allies into a war, the red line will 
deter Iran and so lessen the chances of a military conflict. 

True, Americans are viewing their world through an 
electoral lens, but they are nevertheless united in their 
determination to prevent Iran from acquiring nuclear weapons 
capability. Indeed, the Senate recently reiterated that 
conviction by voting 90-1 to rule out any containment of those 
capabilities. It's also true that Israelis view their world through 
the dark glass of Iranian nuclearization, and while that prism 
might refract their opinions, they agree that time is limited. By 
marking a clear red line now, we will gain time to explore 
further diplomatic options, intensify sanctions, and reinforce 
military credibility. 

Michael Oren is Israel's ambassador to the United States. 
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31. The Future Of Cyberwar 
We need more than a workshop on how we intend to fight online 
(WASHINGTON POST 09 OCT 12) ... Editorial 

A workshop on cyberwar, sponsored by the Defense 
Advanced Research Projects Agency (DARPA), is scheduled 
this month in Arlington to discuss “Plan X,” which the agency 
says is designed “to create revolutionary technologies for 

understanding, planning, and managing cyberwar” and to 
study “fundamental strategies and tactics needed to dominate 
the cyber battlespace.” People from industry and academia 
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have been invited; the general public, news media and 
foreigners have not. 

DARPA is the Pentagon’s often-experimental hothouse 
for technology development. Not everything imagined there is 
realized. Nor is DARPA the main U.S. military agency for 
cyberconflict — that would be U.S. Cyber Command. But the 
workshop agenda offers a tantalizing glimpse of the future of 
offensive cyberwarfare, a field that has been kept largely in 
the shadows. DARPA says it is seeking innovative research in 
such things as “understanding the cyber battlespace,” “battle 
damage monitoring,” and “visualizing and interacting with 
large-scale cyber battlespaces.” 

The Pentagon says cyberspace is an operational domain 
on par with land, sea, air and outer space, and there is little 
doubt that a global cyberarms race is getting underway. The 
United States is already well engaged in this race, as 
evidenced by reports of the computer worm Stuxnet, used to 
attack Iran’s nuclear enrichment equipment. But so far these 
efforts have largely been kept secret and conducted as 
intelligence operations. 

DARPA’s workshop points again to the need for more 
transparency. The United States still has no open, overarching 
doctrine to govern a cyberweapons program. A good place to 
start would be a declaratory policy that would lay out when 

and under what circumstances offensive weapons such as 
Stuxnet might be used. After that, an open discussion is 
needed about rules of engagement for this complex new field, 
along with additional study of such issues as how and whether 
the military should protect non-military assets in government 
and the private sector. 

Cyberconflict is already at our doorstep. Recently, six 
U.S. banks were hit with a rather crude attack that blocked 
many customers from online access to their accounts. The 
assault underscores the urgent need for stronger action to 
improve defenses. Congress failed to act this year on 
legislation that would have deepened cooperation between the 
private sector and government, which possesses valuable tools 
for cybersecurity. 

Sen. Joseph I. Lieberman (I-Conn.), a sponsor of the 
legislation, will try again in Congress’s lame-duck session. 
But in a letter sent last week, Mr. Lieberman urged President 
Obama to sign an executive order that would put in place 
some of the information-sharing and other provisions in the 
legislation. Such a move is being considered by the White 
House. While an executive order cannot be as effective as 
legislation, we nevertheless agree with the senator that such a 
start would be better than taking no action at all. 
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32. America Just Can't Help It 
(LOS ANGELES TIMES 09 OCT 12) ... Tom Engelhardt 

A great power without a significant enemy? That's what 
the U.S. has become. 

Osama bin Laden is dead. Al Qaeda is reportedly a 
shadow of its former self. The great regional threats of the 
moment, North Korea and Iran, are regimes held together by 
baling wire and the suffering of their populaces. The only 
incipient great power rival on the planet, China, has just 
launched its first aircraft carrier, a refurbished Ukrainian 
throwaway from the 1990s on whose deck the country has no 
planes capable of landing. 

The U.S., by contrast, has 1,000 or more bases around the 
world. It spends as much on its military as the next 14 powers 
(mostly allies) combined. 

It will spend an estimated $1.45 trillion to produce and 
operate a new aircraft, the F-35 — more than any country, the 
U.S. included, now spends on its national defense annually. 
The U.S. Navy, with its 11 nuclear-powered aircraft carrier 
task forces, dominates the global waves, and the U.S. Air 
Force controls the skies in much of the world. And the 
president now has at his command two specialized armies to 
supplement the traditional armed forces: the CIA, which has 
been heavily militarized and is running its own private 
assassination campaigns and drone air wars throughout the 
Middle East and environs; and the Joint Special Operations 
Command, cocooned inside the U.S. military, whose members 
are deployed to hot spots around the globe. 

By all the usual measuring sticks, the U.S. should be 
supreme in a historically unprecedented way. And yet it 
couldn't be more obvious that it's not. Despite its 
overwhelming military superiority, nothing seems to work out 
in an imperially satisfying way. 

Given America's lack of enemies — a few thousand 
jihadis, a small set of minority insurgencies, a couple of feeble 
regional powers — what prevents Washington's success? 

Certainly, it's in some way related to the decolonization 
movements, rebellions and insurgencies that were a feature of 
the last century. It also has something to do with the way 
economic heft has spread beyond the U.S., Europe and Japan 
— with the rise of the "tigers" in Asia, the explosion of the 
Chinese and Indian economies, the advances of Brazil and 
Turkey, and the movement of the planet toward some kind of 
genuine economic multipolarity. It may also have something 
to do with the end of the Cold War, which put a halt to several 
centuries of great power competition and left the U.S. as the 
sole "victor." 

Perhaps it's better, though, to think of the growing force 
that resists such military might as the equivalent of "dark 
matter" in the universe. We may not understand it fully, but 
the evidence is clear that it exists. 

After the last decade of military failures, standoffs and 
frustrations, you might think that this would be apparent in 
Washington. And yet, here's the curious thing: Two 
administrations have drawn none of the obvious conclusions, 
and no matter how the presidential election turns out, that 
won't change. 

Even as military power has proved itself a bust again and 
again, policymakers have come to rely ever more completely 
on a military-first response to global problems, operating on 
some kind of militarized autopilot. 

Take Libya, for example. It briefly seemed to count as a 
rare American military success story: a decisive intervention 
in support of a rebellion against a brutal dictator. No U.S. 
casualties resulted, while American and NATO airstrikes were 
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crucial in bringing a set of ill-armed, ill-organized rebels to 
power. 

In the world of unintended consequences, however, the 
fall of Moammar Kadafi sent Tuareg mercenaries from his 
militias, armed with high-end weaponry, across the border into 
Mali. There, when the dust settled, the whole northern part of 
the country had fallen under the sway of Islamic extremists 
and Al Qaeda wannabes. Then last month, the first American 
casualties of the intervention occurred when Ambassador J. 
Christopher Stevens and three other Americans died in an 
attack on the Benghazi consulate and a local safe house. 

So what is the U.S. reaction? Yet more military action. 
According to the Washington Post, the White House is 
planning military operations against Al Qaeda in the Islamic 
Maghreb, the terrorist network's North African branch, which 
is now armed with weaponry from Kadafi's stockpiles. And 
according to the New York Times, the Obama administration 
is "preparing retaliation" against those it believes killed the 
U.S. ambassador, possibly including "drone strikes, special 

operations raids like the one that killed Osama bin Laden, and 
joint missions with Libyan authorities." Further destabilization 
is a given. 

One could postulate explanations for why our 
policymakers, military and civilian, continue in such a 
repetitive and self-destructive vein. Yes, there is the military-
industrial complex to be fed. Yes, we are interested in the 
control of crucial resources, especially energy, and so on. 

But it's probably more reasonable to say that a deeply 
militarized mind-set and the global maneuvers that go with it 
are by now just a way of life in a Washington eternally "at 
war." Military actions have become the tics of an overwrought 
great power with the equivalent of Tourette's syndrome. They 
happen because they can't help but happen, because they are 
engraved in the policy DNA of our national security complex. 
In other words, our leaders can't help themselves. 

Tom Engelhardt, cofounder of the American Empire 
Project, runs the Nation Institute's TomDispatch.com. 
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33. Military Readiness Requires Budget 
Looming deficit crisis threatens security 
(WASHINGTON TIMES 09 OCT 12) ... Dale Lumme 

Most Americans agree that deficit reduction needs to be a 
national priority and that our nation needs to be more fiscally 
responsible. Moreover, there should be no debate that 
Congress has a constitutional obligation to provide the means 
to defend our nation's homeland security. The current global 
environment requires the United States to maintain a high state 
of awareness and readiness to protect its security, prosperity 
and values and to maintain international order - the bedrock of 
the president's national security strategy. 

Our current national leadership has pledged a renewed 
focus in the Pacific, and with good reason. China, which 
recently put its first aircraft carrier into service, has territorial 
disputes with several neighboring countries. Tensions are still 
high on the Pusan Peninsula, with the unpredictability of 
North Korea remaining constant. That's just the Pacific. At the 
end of last year, we brought our combat troops out of Iraq and, 
in recent weeks, brought back the last of our surge troops from 
Afghanistan. As recent terrorist attacks highlight, we cannot 
ignore the Arab Spring, nor can we let the escalating tensions 
between Israel and Iran go unchecked. The domestic and 
international threat of al Qaeda and other rogue groups has not 
gone away. With more than 90 percent of global commerce 
traveling the world's oceans and seas, the threat of piracy and 
other hindrances to international shipping, especially at critical 
choke points, remains high. 

This is the reality we face, and it cannot be ignored. Most 
Americans realize it, the administration and Congress realize 
it, our allies and even our foes realize it. The United States 
played a pivotal role in shaping the course of the 20th century. 
Now we have the opportunity and, as a world leader, the 
responsibility to help shape the 21st century. 

As a nation, we ask the brave men and women in uniform 
and those in civil service to assume the responsibilities of 
executing the objectives of our national security strategy. As a 
nation, however, we have failed them by not holding our 
elected officials accountable. Instead of passing a budget, 
Congress has used continuing resolutions in every fiscal year 
for the past 16 years. Operating under this funding scheme is 
very disruptive, erratic and, in the long term, wasteful. It 
affects how we acquire and maintain equipment, how we train 
and how we respond to contingencies. It negates any plan 
made to support national objectives and erodes the ability of 
those in uniform and civil service to execute stated missions. 
Not only have our sailors, Marines and Coast Guardsmen been 
forced to operate under delayed budget execution guidelines, 
every year those responsible for our nation's security are asked 
to deploy more frequently with less notice. Congress knows 
the military (and their families) will somehow figure it out and 
carry out the plan of the day - they always do. 

Our lawmakers have relegated their authority, absolved 
themselves of responsibility and continue to use the military as 
a political pawn, rather than an instrument of national policy. 
Congress must protect our national and homeland security. 
That means passing a budget. 

Throughout its history, the United States has had a sound 
national security policy, one that changes over time to address 
current situations appropriately and remain congruent with the 
global environment. Congress must put partisan issues aside 
and show its resolve and commitment to deficit reduction 
while understanding our homeland security is its primary 
constitutional responsibility. 

Dale Lumme is national executive director of the Navy 
League of the United States. 
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34. Prepare For The Worst 
(DEFENSE NEWS 08 OCT 12) ... Editorial 

Obama administration officials say there’s no point 
crafting detailed sequestration plans, given it’s a crisis created 
by Congress that might never happen. 

But Pentagon Comptroller Bob Hale last week finally 
hinted at some implications, saying civilian workers might be 
furloughed to cover Afghanistan operations. He also said the 
Defense Department would look to protect its top programs 
and avoid costly terminations. 

Even though DoD is not yet making detailed plans, Hale 
stressed the Pentagon will be ready if sequestration goes into 
effect. Ready or not, a 10 percent chop off DoD’s annual 
budget — a sequestration requirement — is a big hit, all the 
more following cuts over the past two years. 

Unfortunately, wisdom will not prevail in a timely 
fashion: This is an election year. Republicans want details to 
criticize Obama for cutting defense; the president won’t play 
along, blaming Congress for creating this mess in the first 
place. That leaves a looming threat to the defense section 
frozen by uncertainty and workers fearing for their jobs. 

No matter how you slice it, sequestration will only make a 
bad situation worse, and Congress has a responsibility to avoid 
it. Yet it has demonstrated a tendency toward nonpartisan 
irresponsibility. DoD leaders absolutely must do more to 
prepare for a worst-case scenario. 
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35. Protect U.S. Defense Labs From Budget Cuts 
(DEFENSE NEWS 08 OCT 12) ... Philip Coyle 

Attacked by 30 to 40 Taliban, four Navy SEALs needed 
air support, but Afghan mountains blocked radio 
transmissions. Their leader, Lt. Michael Murphy, who is a 
Medal of Honor recipient, fought to an open area and radioed 
in support before dying of wounds. Other units had similar 
radio problems. In response, defense laboratory engineers 
have modified Iridium phones that transmit over mountains 
via satellites, tested them alongside war fighters in 
Afghanistan and helped field more than 5,000 systems. 

Over the past decade, defense labs rapidly and repeatedly 
met such unexpected war-fighting needs. In doing so, they 
helped America overcome uncertainty. As defense cuts loom, 
these labs should be protected and improved. In future 
decades, they will be needed to meet even greater uncertainty. 

Following 9/11, U.S. forces were in Afghanistan and Iraq 
facing new challenges. As war fighters needed urgent help, 
defense labs responded. In weeks, a Navy lab developed the 
Dragon Eye unmanned aerial vehicle, used by infantry in Iraq. 
In five months, an Army lab fielded precision airdrop systems, 
resupplying units in Afghanistan. In 18 months, an Air Force 
lab delivered a collateral damage-limiting Focused Lethality 
Munition for Afghanistan and Iraq. 

We must remember to appreciate the contributions of 
America’s defense labs. They translate warfighting needs into 
technical solutions, often in partnership with universities and 
industry, but other times alone. Defense labs solely researched 
thermobaric munitions for attacking insurgents in caves and 
buildings. A defense lab manufactures light anti-tank 
warheads to support an urgent need. 

Often overlooked in our daily lives are technologies 
originating from the defense labs: GPS navigation and 
mapping, explosive detectors in airports and actuators in car 
airbags. Plus, the National Football League wants its players 
to wear helmet sensors, developed by a defense lab to help 
diagnose brain-injuring impacts to war fighters. 

The importance of defense labs was ignored in the 1990s, 
and they were cut significantly — some by more than 40 
percent in personnel — but they shouldn’t be cut again. While 
defense labs met post-9/11 war-fighting needs, the labs need 
renewal. Much lab infrastructure is more than 50 years old 
with disproportionately too many lab workers near retirement. 
As the 2010 Quadrennial Defense Review stated, “The DoD 

S&T [Defense Department science and technology] program 
is struggling to keep pace with the expanding challenges of the 
evolving security environment.” 

Future security challenges mean unprecedented 
uncertainty, just as in the past. “It must be recognized that 
security-related forecasts are becoming more uncertain and 
that unexpected events are certain to occur with greater 
frequency,” the National Research Council stated in 2010. 

State-of-the-art capabilities at the defense labs are key to 
deal with uncertainty in rapidly developing fields, including 
modern bioscience and medicine. Lab research and 
development (R&D) advances warning and response, such as 
for pandemics and climate change. One defense lab has 
developed microarrays for epidemic outbreak surveillance and 
new tools for monitoring the melting Arctic ice pack. 

Effective defense labs are also vital to meeting 
uncertainties that arise from global competition as other 
nations use science and technology for greater wealth and 
power. While U.S. R&D growth averaged 5 percent between 
1999 and 2009, its share of global R&D declined from 38 
percent to 31 percent, according to the National Science 
Board’s Science and Engineering Indicators 2012. 

Foreign R&D is producing new military threats, like 
maneuvering supersonic missiles. Referring to U.S. missile 
defenses, the then-chief of naval research, Rear Adm. Nevin 
Carr stated in 2011, “We’re fast approaching the limits of our 
ability to hit maneuvering pieces of metal in the sky with other 
maneuvering pieces of metal.” 

Other nations will pursue emerging science and 
technology to make breakthroughs with unpredictable 
implications. For example, the Internet revolution has brought 
wondrous new capabilities — and new security threats, such 
as cyberwarfare. Today’s military systems rely on embedded 
computers, and new military capabilities can be created with 
new software “apps” as quickly as kids’ computer games. 

“It is essential that the DoD in-house S&T workforce 
have expertise in these emerging areas,” wrote a former Naval 
Research Laboratory director, Timothy Coffee, and National 
Defense University’s Steven Ramberg. 

DoD also must be cognizant of global S&T 
developments, because, as Coffee and Ramberg state, “by 
2050, countries other than the U.S. will produce most 
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scientific knowledge.” Consequently, they recommend, “the 
DoD in-house S&T workforce be doubled over the next 30 
years.” Defense lab staff members are the crucial connection 
between scientific knowledge and warfighter capability. 

“The obligation of government to support research on 
military problems is inescapable,” wrote Vannevar Bush in his 
1945 “Science: The Endless Frontier.” For 75 years, America 
has depended on its defense labs to help solve national 
security problems, and to address uncertainty. In the future, 

this obligation, this need for world-class, dedicated scientists 
and engineers at our defense labs, isn’t going away. The 
defense labs are key to our future safety and security, and our 
ability as a nation to deal with uncertainty. 

Philip Coyle is a former associate director for national 
security and international affairs in the White House Office of 
Science and Technology Policy. He is a senior science fellow 
with the Center for Arms Control and Non-proliferation. 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Navy Is Helping Those Affected By Va. Jet Crash 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 10 APR 12) ... Brock Vergakis 

VIRGINIA BEACH — A slew of residents who lost their homes after a Navy jet crashed into their apartment complex began 
picking up government checks on Monday to help them pay for food, clothing and housing over the next two weeks. 

 
2. U.S. Suspends Seychelles Drone Flights After Crashes 
(REUTERS 10 APR 12) ... George Thande 

VICTORIA -- The United States has suspended drone flights over the Seychelles while it investigates a second crash in four 
months on the archipelago, which Washington uses as a launch base for the unmanned spy planes. 

 
3. Sexual Assault Awareness Month 
(FLEET FORCES COMMAND BLOG 09 APR 12) ... Adm J.C. Harvey, Jr. 

This month has been designated Sexual Assault Awareness Month (SAAM) across our Navy and the theme is “Hurts One, 
Affects All. Prevention of Sexual Assault is Everyone’s Duty.” In support of this theme, the Fleet is holding weekly training sessions 
throughout the month focused on four topics: “Hurts One,” “Affects All,” “Prevention is Everyone’s Duty,” and “We Will Not 
Tolerate Sexual Assault.” 

 
4. #SAAM: For James E. Williams SAPR Rep, It's Personal 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 08 APR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Daniel J. Meshel, Enterprise Carrier Strike Group 
Public Affairs 

RED SEA -- The command Sexual Assault Prevention and Response (SAPR) representative aboard the Arleigh Burke-class 
guided-missile destroyer USS James E. Williams (DDG 95) witnessed first-hand how a sexual assault impacted the life of one young 
female Sailor. 

 
5. #SAAM: Pearl Harbor Volunteers 'Bag' Sexual Assault At Commissary 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 09 APR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Mark Logico, Commander Navy Region Hawaii 
Public Affairs 

PEARL HARBOR, Hawaii -- Hawaii-based DoD service members and civilians volunteered to bag groceries at the Pearl Harbor 
Commissary while handing out information on Sexual Assault Prevention and Response (SARP) policies and programs, April 7. 

 
6. #SAAM: Guam Holds Sexual Assault Awareness Day Of Action 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 10 APR 12) ... JoAnna Delfin, Joint Region Marianas Public Affairs 

TUMON, Guam -- Representatives from commands and units around Guam held a Day of Action picnic at the Joseph Flores 
Memorial Park in Tumon to kick off Sexual Assault Awareness Month (SAAM), April 7. 

 

CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
7. Navy's Independence Sets Course For San Diego 
Ship is second in new littoral class, first of tri-hull versions 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 09 APR 12) ... Jeanette Steele 

The Independence, second in the Navy’s new line of littoral ships – and the first trimaran version – left Florida Monday to sail 
toward its new home port of San Diego. 

 
8. Flight Recorder Found In Navy Jet Crash 
(NEWPORT NEWS DAILY PRESS 09 APR 12) ... Hugh Lessig 

VIRGINIA BEACH -- Navy investigators on Monday said they have recovered the flight incident recorder of the doomed F/A-
18D that crashed into a city apartment complex Friday. 
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9. Fast-Attack Sub Helena Returning To Norfolk 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 09 ARP 12) ... Cindy Clayton 

NORFOLK -- The fast-attack submarine Helena will return to Norfolk Naval Station from deployment on Tuesday. 
 

10. At Home In India U.S. Sailors Spend Easter With Kids 
(DECCAN CHRONICLE (INDIA) 09 APR 12) 

For Navy councilors Amy Bileck and George Matthies, meeting the innocent little children in India was like playing with their 
own children back in U.S. “I want to take these kids with me. They are like my sons,” said Ms Amy, 32, who has been with the U.S. 
Navy for the past 14 years. 

 

GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
11. U.S., S. Korea Would Regard N. Korea Launch As Provocative: Pentagon 
(REUTERS 09 APR 12) ... Tabassum Zakaria 

WASHINGTON - U.S. Defense Secretary Leon Panetta spoke with South Korea's Defense Minister Kim Kwan-jin by telephone 
on Monday evening to discuss North Korea's planned missile launch, a Pentagon spokesman said. 

 
12. Vaunted Missile Shield More For Show Than Protection 
¥1 trillion defense system incapable of shooting down so many pieces 
(JAPAN TIMES 10 APR 12) ... Jun Hongo 

With Aegis destroyers and Patriot Advanced Capability-3 missiles deployed and standing by, Japan's military appears ready to 
shoot down any debris from North Korea's rocket — or even the rocket itself — should it threaten the country this week. 

 
13. China, Between A Rocket And A Hard Place On North Korea 
(REUTERS 10 APR 12) ... Benjamin Kang Lim 

BEIJING--A joke circulating among officials in Beijing pretty much underlines the bind China is in over North Korea's plans to 
send a satellite into space. 

 
14. The Dragon’s New Teeth 
A rare look inside the world’s biggest military expansion 
(THE ECONOMIST 07 APR 12) 

BEIJEING – At a meeting of South-East Asian nations in 2010, China’s foreign minister Yang Jiechi, facing a barrage of 
complaints about his country’s behavior in the region, blurted out the sort of thing polite leaders usually prefer to leave unsaid. “China 
is a big country,” he pointed out, “and other countries are small countries and that is just a fact.” Indeed it is, and China is big not 
merely in terms of territory and population, but also military might. Its Communist Party is presiding over the world’s largest military 
build-up. And that is just a fact, too—one which the rest of the world is having to come to terms with. 

 
15. Manila, Hanoi Try Football Diplomacy In Spratlys 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 10 APR 12) ... Jim Gomez 

MANILA, Philippines — The Philippine and Vietnamese navies have agreed to let their sailors play football and basketball on 
disputed South China Sea islands to ease tension and build trust in a troubled region long feared as Asia's next flashpoint for armed 
conflict. 

 
16. Interview: Ng Eng Hen, Singapore Defense Minister 
(DEFENSE NEWS 09 APR 12) ... Marcus Weisgerber 

In his first official visit to the U.S., Ng Eng Hen, Singapore’s defense minister, called for more military-to-military exercises 
between the U.S. and Asia-Pacific nations, using the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) as a key facilitator. 

 
17. U.K., Japan To Jointly Develop Arms 
(DEFENSE NEWS 09 APR 12) ... Andrew Chuter and Paul Kallender-Umezu 

LONDON and TOKYO — Just four months after Japan announced a ground-breaking relaxation of restrictions on the 
development of defense equipment with foreign partners, Tokyo is taking its first steps toward a deal with the British government. 

 
18. Iranian Officials Send Mixed Signals As Nuclear Talks Near Resumption 
(NEW YORK TIMES 10 APR 12) ... Alan Cowell 

LONDON — A senior Iranian official hinted on Monday that Iran would consider limits on its home-grown stockpile of enriched 
uranium, offering what seemed a modest compromise to partly meet Western concerns ahead of the planned resumption this week of 
nuclear talks with a group of six global powers. 
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19. Syria Fight Spills Over Borders 
Shots Kill, Injure Civilians in Turkey and Lebanon, Jeopardizing Cease-Fire Plan 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 10 APR 12) ... Joe Parkinson and Maria Abi-Habib 

ISTANBUL—Fierce fighting in Syria poured over two borders on Monday, all but dashing hopes for a United Nations-backed 
peace plan and spotlighting the conflict's potential to ensnare neighboring states. 

 
20. Russian Warship Patrols Syrian Waters 
(RIA NOVOSTI 09 APR 12) ... Gennady Dyanov 

MOSCOW -- A Russian guided-missile destroyer that called in the Syrian port of Tartus last week left it to carry out unspecified 
tasks near the country’s shores, a military-diplomatic source said on Monday. 

 
21. IDF Considering Interceptors For Sea-Based Gas Platforms 
(JERUSALEM POST 10 APR 12) ... Yaakov Katz 

The IDF is considering the deployment of missile interceptors on gas rigs that Israeli companies plan to construct in the eastern 
Mediterranean Sea in the coming years, The Jerusalem Post has learned. 

 
22. Can You Tell What It Is Yet? The Biggest And Most Powerful Royal Navy Warship Starts To Take 
Shape 
(LONDON DAILY MAIL (UK) 09 APR 12) ... Rick Dewsbury 

It's a sight that will strike fear into the heart of her enemies. 
 

23. Chile Navy Rescues Four From Antarctic Ship 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 09 APR 12) 

SANTIAGO — Four Brazilians filming a documentary off the Antarctic coast were rescued by the Chilean navy after their ship 
became stuck in the ice, Chilean media said Monday. 

 

PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
24. New Bonus Rules Cost Skippers, NFOs 
Intel community also losing out 
(NAVY TIMES 16 APR 12) ... Sam Fellman 

With retention surging, the Navy is tweaking officer bonuses — and ship captains are among the big losers. 
 

25. Digital Divide 
Long waits for Internet access stress Sailors at sea, families 
(NAVY TIMES 16 APR 12) ... Joshua Stewart 

A BOARD THE CARRIER ENTERPRISE — In a room about half the size of a tennis court, half a dozen Sailors are waiting for 
a seat to open up at one of 30 computers lining the bulkheads. 

 
26. New Tricare Restrictions On Referrals Draw Doctors’ Ire 
(NAVY TIMES 16 APR 12) ... Patricia Kime 

A new policy issued by Tricare South contractor Humana Military Healthcare Services has some physicians fuming about their 
ability to provide care for patients. Tricare South doctors currently can select from any Tricare network providers in their area. 

 
27. Tuition oversight 
DoD looks to curb schools’ aggressive recruiting 
(NAVY TIMES 16 APR 12) ... Andrew Tilghman 

Pentagon officials are rewriting new rules for tuition assistance funding to tighten oversight of schools that use aggressive 
marketing to target troops and tap their lucrative government education benefits. 

 
28. Makin Island Sailors, Marines Mark First Half Of Deployment With Half-Marathon 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 09 APR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist Seaman Kory D. Alsberry, USS Makin Island Public Affairs 

USS MAKIN ISLAND, At sea -- Sailors and Marines aboard the amphibious assault ship USS Makin Island (LHD 8) marked the 
halfway point of the current deployment by participating in a half-marathon on the ship's flight deck, April 7. 

 
29. Bill Aims To Strengthen Troops' Rights In Child Custody Cases 
(STARS AND STRIPES 10 APR 12) ... Charlie Reed 

YOKOTA AIR BASE, Japan — The House Armed Services Committee is trying to drum up Pentagon support for a bill that 
would strengthen servicemembers’ rights in child custody disputes. 
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FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
30. Navy, Marines Tell Congress They Have No Unfunded Needs 
(DEFENSE DAILY 10 APR 12) ... Emelie Rutherford 

The Navy and Marine Corps are breaking from tradition and told a House panel they have no outstanding equipment needs not 
funded in the Pentagon's official budget request. 

 
31. Submarine Mississippi Completes First Open Seas Voyage 
(DEFENSE DAILY 10 APR 12) 

General Dynamics Electric Boat's attack submarine Mississippi (SSN 782) returned to its shipyard yesterday after completing its 
first open seas voyage, according to a company statement. 

 

BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
32. Following Virginia Beach Crash, Encroachment Remains An Issue 
Jet crash highlights need for safety buffers 
(NEWPORT NEWS DAILY PRESS 10 APR 12) ... Robert Brauchle 

Peninsula officials believe state and federal dollars should be earmarked to help increase safety buffers around local military air 
stations. 

 
33. Leap Frogs Participate In Phillies Home Opener 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 09 APR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Luke Eastman, U.S. Navy Parachute Team Public 
Affairs 

PHILADELPHIA -- The U.S. Navy Parachute Team, the Leap Frogs, presented the first pitch baseballs during the pre-game 
ceremony of the 2012 Philadelphia Phillies home-opener game at Citizens Bank Park, April 9. 

 
34. More Military Families To Get ‘Mock’ Utility Bills 
(NAVY TIMES 16 APR 12) ... Karen Jowers 

About one-third of military families living in privatized housing on military bases are getting either test bills or actual bills for 
their utilities — and that population is about to expand. 

 
35. Dicks, PSNBA Wary Of Possible $1 Trillion In Defense Cuts 
(KITSAP (WA) SUN 09 APR 12) ... Ed Friedrich 

BREMERTON — For 44 years, Norm Dicks and Puget Sound Naval Bases Association have teamed to bolster local Navy bases. 
As the congressman nears retirement, after 36 years, more remains to be done, he said Monday during the group's membership drive 
kickoff breakfast. 

 
36. Navy Vice Chief’s Wife To Speak At Norfolk Conference 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 10 APR 12) 

Lauré Ferguson, whose husband, Mark, serves as vice chief of naval operations, will share her experiences as a senior leadership 
spouse at the C.O.R.E. Spring Conference on April 25. 

 

NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
37. Mrs. Obama: Nation Must ‘Step Up Forever’ For Military Families 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 09 APR 12) ... Lisa Daniel 

WASHINGTON – As First Lady Michelle Obama and Dr. Jill Biden mark the first anniversary of their “Joining Forces” 
campaign this week, the two say they will continue to solidify its successes so a structured effort to help military families is a 
permanent part of American culture. 

 
38. 1,500 Veterans Hired Through New Mo. Program 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 09 APR 12) 

CAPE GIRARDEAU, Mo. — The jobless rate for veterans remains high, but a Missouri program is working to help. 
 

39. House Budget Plan Leaves Veterans Spending Intact 
(NAVY TIMES 16 APR 12) ... Rick Maze 

The budget plan drafted by House Republicans has drawn criticism for its proposed cuts to Medicare and other domestic 
programs — but it would leave veterans spending virtually untouched in 2013 and beyond. 
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40. Cyberweapons On Pentagon Fast Track 
Plan for rapid acquisition process Congress informed on strategy for ‘urgent’ threats 
(WASHINGTON POST 10 APR 12) ... Ellen Nakashima 

The Pentagon is planning to dramatically speed up the development of new cyberweapons, giving it the ability in some cases to 
field weapons against specific targets in a matter of days, according to a new Pentagon report to Congress. 

 
41. U.S. Investigates If Canadian Naval War Games Are Linked To Killer Whale Death 
(CANADIAN PRESS 09 APR 12) ... Terri Theodore 

VANCOUVER - The bloodied and battered corpse of a young killer whale whose death may be linked to Canadian war games 
has prompted an investigation by U.S. authorities. 

 
42. Amputee Softball Players Beat Odds, Other Team 
(MEDILL NEWS SERVICE 09 APR 12) 

The Wounded Warrior Amputee Softball Team is remarkable to watch, but not necessarily because its members are amputees. 
 

OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
43. Better Safe Than Sorry? 
Embrace military but plan better to keep flight operations at arm's length 
(NEWPORT NEWS DAILY PRESS 10 APR 12) ... Editorial 

When a military fighter jet crashes into a residential area, it's easy to assume the worst. Especially when buildings are gutted on 
impact and apartments are virtually melted by the exploding wreckage. 

 
44. Don’t Waste Leverage Over Iran 
(WASHINGTON POST 10 APR 12) ... Michael Singh 

The United States holds a strong bargaining position going into Friday’s scheduled nuclear talks with Iran. An Israeli military 
attack seems imminent. U.S.- and European Union-led sanctions on Iran’s Central Bank and oil exports are wreaking havoc on the 
Iranian economy. And yet, despite these massive pressures on the Iranian regime, it is not Tehran but the United States that is 
signaling that it is prepared to make concessions — setting the stage for Washington’s unprecedented leverage to be squandered. 

 
45. A Reality Gap In Rating The Nuclear Weapons Labs 
(WASHINGTON POST 10 APR 12) ... Walter Pincus 

The distance between Washington and reality is always hard to measure. 
 

46. Memorial For Thresher Long Overdue 
(PORTSMOUTH (NH) HERALD 08 APR 12) ... D. Allan Kerr 

This month, as they do every year, surviving family members will gather in Kittery, Maine, to honor the 129 men who perished in 
the sinking of the fast-attack nuclear submarine USS Thresher in April 1963. 

 

BBLLOOGGSS::  
47. EXCERPTS FROM BLOGS AROUND THE WORLD 
(PUBLISHED 06 APR – 09 APR 12) 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Navy Is Helping Those Affected By Va. Jet Crash 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 10 APR 12) ... Brock Vergakis 

VIRGINIA BEACH — A slew of residents who lost their 
homes after a Navy jet crashed into their apartment complex 
began picking up government checks on Monday to help them 
pay for food, clothing and housing over the next two weeks. 

Dozens of apartment units were destroyed or evacuated 
Friday when the F/A-18D Hornet careened into the Mayfair 
Mews apartment complex shortly after taking off from nearby 
Naval Air Station Oceana. Several people were injured but 
nobody died when the plane slammed into the complex’s 
empty courtyard. 

Residents fled burning and damaged apartments with few 
belongings, and fire officials worked Monday to help those 
who lived in undamaged units retrieve medications and critical 
documents. Vehicles that had been towed from the complex 
were also being returned to residents. 

The Navy said the crash was caused by a mechanical 
malfunction, although a detailed investigation is ongoing. 
Normal flight operations at Oceana resumed on Monday, and 
the Navy said it sent the downed aircraft’s incident recorder to 
be examined at Naval Air Station Patuxent River in Maryland. 
The Navy said that most of the aircraft debris at the apartment 
complex would be removed by the end of the week. 

Navy officials estimate that the crash affected 63 people 
living in 46 units. Initial payments started at $2,300 for 
individual residents, with more going to those with families. 
Many residents spent the weekend with family and friends and 
weren’t sure what they would do for long-term housing. 

“We’re here for the long haul,” said Capt. Bob Geis, 
commanding officer of Naval Air Station Oceana. 

Geis said the money being distributed Monday was meant 
to be a short-term remedy, and some residents could receive 
more. 

Jets Flying Again At NAS Oceana 
(WVEC ABC NORFOLK 09 APR 12) 
VIRGINIA BEACH -- It's business as usual at NAS 

Oceana Monday, three days after one of its jets crashed 
moments after take-off. 

"Normal flight operations have resumed," MCC(SW/AW) 
Craig P. Strawser told WVEC.com. 

The two pilots in the F/A-18D Hornet from Strike Fighter 
Squadron 106 injured in the crash at Mayfair Mews apartment 
complex were treated and released. 

A fleet replacement pilot training on a new aircraft and an 
experienced instructor pilot had to eject when their aircraft 
suffered a catastrophic mechanical malfunction shortly after 
takeoff, the Navy said Friday. 

Oceana, the East Coast Master Jet Base, was shut down 
for much of the weekend. 

Meantime, the investigation into the crash continues. 
Officials are gathering debris from the damaged jet, 
interviewing witnesses, reviewing home videos and other data. 
If you have any footage of the aircraft in the moments before 
the crash, Navy investigators want to see it. Call 311 and city 
officials will get you in touch with an investigators to get a 
copy. 

Return to Index 
 

2. U.S. Suspends Seychelles Drone Flights After Crashes 
(REUTERS 10 APR 12) ... George Thande 

VICTORIA -- The United States has suspended drone 
flights over the Seychelles while it investigates a second crash 
in four months on the archipelago, which Washington uses as 
a launch base for the unmanned spy planes. 

One of the remotely piloted MQ-9 Reaper aircraft crash-
landed last week at the main airport on the island of Mahe 
shortly after taking off on an unspecified mission. 

The planes have carried out missions over Somalia and 
the Horn of Africa from the Seychelles, according to a 
classified U.S. diplomatic cable dated 2009. 

Local officials say drones based in the archipelago also 
track pirates in regional waters. 

"(The U.S. authorities) gave us the assurance that they 
will not make any new (drone) flights until the investigation 
into the accidents is done," Seychellois Foreign Affairs 
Minister Jean-Paul Adam said on Monday after a meeting with 
the U.S. Secretary of the Navy, Ray Mabus. 

Mabus told reporters thorough and transparent 
investigations would be carried out whenever such accidents 
occurred. 

Return to Index 
 

3. Sexual Assault Awareness Month 
(FLEET FORCES COMMAND BLOG 09 APR 12) ... Adm J.C. Harvey, Jr. 

This month has been designated Sexual Assault 
Awareness Month (SAAM) across our Navy and the theme is 
“Hurts One, Affects All. Prevention of Sexual Assault is 
Everyone’s Duty.” In support of this theme, the Fleet is 
holding weekly training sessions throughout the month 
focused on four topics: “Hurts One,” “Affects All,” 
“Prevention is Everyone’s Duty,” and “We Will Not Tolerate 
Sexual Assault.” 

This issue is a very tough one for our Navy - it strikes at 
the core of who we are and what we believe. One of my 

fundamental beliefs is that we must honor and respect those 
around us and treat others as we would want to be treated. A 
violation of this respect is a violation of the individual dignity 
we possess as human beings. We all know sexual assault is 
wrong - and a clear violation of individual dignity - yet it is 
still happening within our ranks. Eliminating sexual assault in 
our Navy starts with changing our culture. 

Now, I have visited many Fleet units and have great 
confidence that my deckplate leaders understand the 
seriousness of this issue and the impact it has on our 
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commands and our Navy, but we have got to do better. 
Training is an important step in this process, but the training 
must be relevant and effective. We’re certainly not going to 
make progress by simply reading from Power Point slides and 
pounding the table harder. Our Sailors already know the 
difference between right and wrong, but we must ensure they 
understand the reality of sexual assault. 

We need to actively engage with our Sailors and walk 
them through the realistic scenarios in which they find 
themselves on a weekly basis and talk candidly with them 
about the consequences of their decisions. We must also 
reinforce a strong esprit de corps in our units (we look out for 
our own!) – every member of a unit is a Shipmate and should 
be treated with the dignity they deserve. We must bring the 

strength of the unit to bear as a significant deterrent to any 
improper behavior and emphatically drive home a zero 
tolerance attitude toward this behavior just as we did in our 
campaign against drugs – not on my watch, not on my ship, 
not in my Navy! 

Pro-active leadership is required to make this month’s 
efforts effective and ensure the message is heard and 
understood at all levels. But this effort cannot (and will not!) 
stop with just one month’s worth of focus. 

And while we aren’t going to fix this problem overnight, 
with a strong and steady commitment from All Hands in the 
Fleet, I strongly believe we will make significant progress 
toward our goal of eliminating sexual assault in our Navy. 

Return to Index 
 

4. #SAAM: For James E. Williams SAPR Rep, It's Personal 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 08 APR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Daniel J. Meshel, Enterprise Carrier Strike Group 
Public Affairs 

RED SEA -- The command Sexual Assault Prevention 
and Response (SAPR) representative aboard the Arleigh 
Burke-class guided-missile destroyer USS James E. Williams 
(DDG 95) witnessed first-hand how a sexual assault impacted 
the life of one young female Sailor. 

Information Systems Technician Chief Megan C. Gibbs 
spoke about how the young Sailor had been frightened of the 
repercussions should anyone found out, and she was 
embarrassed that it had happened. She didn't know who to turn 
to, and worst of all, she didn't think anyone would believe her. 

She became withdrawn, and afterwards, she chose to 
leave the U.S. Navy upon completion of her first tour. 

For Gibbs, spreading awareness of sexual assault is a 
cause she strives to take to the deckplates to prevent stories 
like this from ever happening again. 

Along with Gibbs, service members from all branches of 
the United States military have banded together in solidarity to 
recognize Sexual Assault Awareness Month (SAAM). 

The goal of SAAM is to reduce sexual assault through 
direct and sustained engagement of all hands. 

From placing teal ribbons and posters around the ship, to 
conducting training and counseling, Sailors aboard the James 
E. Williams are actively participating in the effort to raise 
awareness of the impact sexual assault has on both the 
individual and the crew. 

"As SAPR representatives, we provide immediate 
assistance to sexually-assaulted victims," said Gibbs. "We 
provide them with resources, medical care, and proper 
reporting." 

While response is necessary in dealing with the fallout of 
sexual assault, SAPR representatives incorporate a variety of 
training aids to educate the crew on what sexual assault is, 
how it can thwart the mission, and what resources are 
available to victims. 

"We use Powerpoint presentations, scenario cards, and 
training videos," said Gibbs. "These are just a few of the 
methods we have to reach the crew." 

Gibbs hopes these training aids also help reduce and 
prevent sexual assault from occurring. 

"Some people have it stuck in their mind that because she 
didn't say 'no,' or the person was 'asking for it', that the 

perpetrator feels it's acceptable to engage in sexual acts with 
the victim," said Hospital Corpsman 2nd Class Ashley R. 
Thomson, a SAPR victim advocate aboard James E. Williams. 
"But is really comes down to 'no' means 'no', because without 
consent it's sexual assault." 

Thomson stresses that the individual assaulted is not the 
only one affected. 

"It puts a strain on both the victim and the command," 
said Thomson. "The command might lose the Sailors 
involved, or it can cause people to become mentally unfit to 
do their job." 

The effects of sexual assault can erode operational 
readiness and create a tense and high-pressure workplace, 
which can lead to a breakdown in performance. 

"It makes people worry that it can happen to them; their 
shipmates, their friends, and they can be constantly uneasy 
about what happened to them, or they can breakdown and shut 
everything out," said Thomson. 

By making the program noticeable around the command 
through flyers, sexual assault ribbons, and by providing 
resources for the crew, SAPR advocates work to prevent 
sexual assault and ensure victims receive the proper attention, 
said Thomson. 

"Servicemembers are taught to take care of each other," 
said Gibbs. "We are here to accomplish our mission, and 
sexual assault terribly hinders that." 

Sexual Assault Prevention is an important element of the 
readiness area of the 21st century Navy and Marine initiative 
which consolidates a set of objectives and policies, new and 
existing, to maximize Sailor and Marine personal readiness, 
build resiliency and hone the most combat-effective force in 
the history of the department. Scripts and videos for each 
week's theme have been provided to commanding officers to 
help facilitate discussion throughout their commands. These 
engagement products, in addition to talking points, posters and 
other tools, are posted to Navy Personnel Command's Sexual 
Assault and Prevention website, http://www.sapr.navy.mil. 

Help raise awareness by joining the conversation on 
social media using #SAAM. 

Return to Index 
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5. #SAAM: Pearl Harbor Volunteers 'Bag' Sexual Assault At Commissary 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 09 APR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Mark Logico, Commander Navy Region Hawaii 
Public Affairs 

PEARL HARBOR, Hawaii -- Hawaii-based DoD service 
members and civilians volunteered to bag groceries at the 
Pearl Harbor Commissary while handing out information on 
Sexual Assault Prevention and Response (SARP) policies and 
programs, April 7. 

The "Bag" Sexual Assault event was led by Air Force 
spouse Shari Freeman, one of two sexual assault response 
coordinators in Hawaii. 

Commander Navy Region Hawaii and Joint Base Pearl 
Harbor-Hickam (JBPHH) are coordinating local events for 
April's Sexual Assault Awareness Month. The theme is "Hurts 
one. Affects all. Preventing sexual assault is everyone's duty." 

"Yes, we do see a lot of sexual assault cases," said 
Freeman. "We are taking it in stride because we know we are 
doing the best for the victim. We want to make sure that they 
are taken care of from every angle. We have to take it one step 
at the time, making sure that they get counseling, medical 
care, all the things that they need." 

Restricted reporting are for victims of sexual assault who 
wish to confidentially disclose the crime to specifically 
identified individuals and receive medical treatment and 
counseling without triggering the official investigative 
process. Unrestricted reports, however, are for victims of 
sexual assault who desire medical treatment, counseling and 
an official investigation of the crime. 

"Unfortunately, that's just the amount of cases that are 
reported," Freeman said. "We know that sexual assault is one 
of the most under-reported crimes that there is. We will never 
get an accurate figure of how many cases are happening. 

"Sexual assault prevention is one of my passions only 
because it has touched my life. I'm a survivor, and it helps me 
to be able to help other people. I really enjoy my job here. I've 
been here almost two years. I've come across a lot of good 
people and helped a lot of good people along the way. It's very 
rewarding." 

Freeman said that her experience empowered her to help 
other people. 

"I was 17 years old then, but I am happy now because I 
was able to reach out and use the resources available to me 

much like what I'm trying to provide for other survivors here 
in this area," said Freeman. "I think that makes a big 
difference, using the resources available." 

Chief Machinist Mate (SW/AW) Maya Ault, a SAPR 
point of contact and victim advocate for the Pearl Harbor 
Naval Shipyard, also volunteered to help out at the event. 

"I really believe in our cause, and we really want to get 
the awareness out there so people will know that we are here 
to prevent sexual assault and be there for the victim," said 
Ault. "When I was younger, a junior Sailor, something like 
this happened to my friend. We didn't know what to do. We 
didn't know much about the program. Now that I look back ten 
years ago, I realized that there were so many things we could 
have done to help her." 

At the event, Ault and other volunteers promoted "Denim 
Day" April 25, where various commands will wear jeans as a 
symbol of protest against erroneous and destructive attitudes 
about sexual assault. 

Freeman, Ault and other volunteers talked to commissary 
shoppers about the history of Denim Day. In 1999, the Italian 
Supreme Court decided to overturn a rape conviction because 
the victim wore tight jeans. The court argued that the victim 
must have helped her attacker remove her jeans, thus making 
the act consensual. The ruling sparked widespread protest and 
the wearing of jeans became an international symbol of protest 
against destructive attitudes about sexual assault. 

Sexual Assault Prevention and Response is an important 
element of the readiness area of the 21st Century Sailor and 
Marine initiative which consolidates a set of objectives and 
policies, new and existing, to maximize Sailor and Marine 
personal readiness, build resiliency and hone the most combat-
effective force in the history of the Navy and Marine Corps. 
The Department of the Navy is working to aggressively to 
prevent sexual assaults, to support sexual assault victims, and 
to hold offenders accountable. 

Help raise awareness by joining the conversation on 
social media using #SAAM. 

Return to Index 
 

6. #SAAM: Guam Holds Sexual Assault Awareness Day Of Action 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 10 APR 12) ... JoAnna Delfin, Joint Region Marianas Public Affairs 

TUMON, Guam -- Representatives from commands and 
units around Guam held a Day of Action picnic at the Joseph 
Flores Memorial Park in Tumon to kick off Sexual Assault 
Awareness Month (SAAM), April 7. 

Sexual Assault Response Coordinators (SARC) from U.S. 
Naval Base Guam (NBG), U.S. Naval Hospital Guam, U.S. 
Naval Computer and Telecommunications Station (NCTS) 
Guam, Explosive Ordnance Disposal Mobile Unit 5; Maritime 
Expeditionary Security Group 1 Detachment Guam; Navy 
Operational Support Center Guam; and the Air and Army 
National Guard Guam were in attendance to support SAAM. 

Evangeline Cabacar, NBG SARC and picnic coordinator, 
said the national annual event was held to provide an 

opportunity for prevention advocates to engage with their 
communities and enjoy time with each other. 

"The Day of Action is really a time for victim advocates 
to come together," she said. "It's just validating that we are 
geared and ready to go for full force of education and 
prevention awareness throughout our community during this 
month." 

According to Cabacar, the Navy Sexual Assault 
Prevention & Response (SAPR) Program has two messages, 
which she hopes to share with the local and military 
communities. 

"One, just our community in general, everyone who hears 
about the SAPR program, I want to educate them so they can 
help or prevent sexual assault from occurring," she said. 
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"Educating people is really the key to lessening sexual assault 
crimes in our community. The second thing is based on 
statistics; we're all potential victims of sexual assault and there 
needs to be an acute awareness of that." 

She added that she wants victims, advocates and the 
general community to have confidence in the Navy's SAPR 
program as their advocates are properly trained to respond to 
incidences of sexual assault. 

Master Chief Interior Communications Electrician 
(IDW/SW/AW) Steven Dupree, NCTS SARC, attended the 
event with his family to show his support for fellow advocates 
and the work they all take part in. 

"I just want to let everyone know that the Navy is serious 
about sexual assault cases," he said. "I'm glad the Navy is 
raising the bar on sexual assault because no one should ever be 
a victim of this type of crime." 

For his fellow shipmates, Dupree encouraged them to take 
part in a response group they believe will greatly benefit not 
only other Sailors but the military and local community as a 
whole. 

"Be involved and let them know the Navy has stepped up 
their game," he said. "If you're only taking part because it's 

something you're assigned to, you'll never be really helping 
the Sailors at all. Everyone needs some kind of assistance and 
a stronger Sailor means a stronger Navy." 

During the month of April, Navy SAPR will be 
conducting Sexual Assault Awareness outreach at the Navy 
Exchange main complex aboard NBG April 13 and 20, an 
outreach at the Guam Premier Outlets April 14, and an 
outreach at the Agana Shopping Center April 21. There will 
also be a SAAM 5K at the Sumay Cove April 21. 

Sexual Assault Prevention and Response is an important 
element of the readiness area of the 21st Century Sailor and 
Marine initiative which consolidates a set of objectives and 
policies, new and existing, to maximize Sailor and Marine 
personal readiness, build resiliency and hone the most combat-
effective force in the history of the Navy and Marine Corps. 
The Department of the Navy is working to aggressively to 
prevent sexual assaults, to support sexual assault victims, and 
to hold offenders accountable. 

Help raise awareness by joining the conversation on 
social media using #SAAM. 

Return to Index 
 
 

CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
7. Navy's Independence Sets Course For San Diego 
Ship is second in new littoral class, first of tri-hull versions 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 09 APR 12) ... Jeanette Steele 

The Independence, second in the Navy’s new line of 
littoral ships – and the first trimaran version – left Florida 
Monday to sail toward its new home port of San Diego. 

The ship is scheduled to arrive in San Diego Bay in early 
May. 

The first in the littoral series, the Freedom, has made its 
home at Naval Base San Diego since April 2010. 

The littorals are billed by the Navy as the future of 
warships, as they are quick, can operate close to shore and 
have interchangeable “packages” for anti-submarine, anti-ship 
and anti-mine fighting. 

Critics counter that the class, which saw cost per ship rise 
from $220 million to at least $570 million, has experienced 
early defects and lacks the fortitude to defend itself. 

The Freedom had a crack form in its hull. The 
Independence developed what has been called “aggressive 
corrosion.” 

The Navy plans to assign as many as 16 littoral ships 
here, up from the dozen originally reported. The ships will 
bring 1,700 additional Sailors plus 1,900 family members by 
the time the last arrives in 2020. 

The Independence, first slated to come to San Diego 
around Christmas, has been testing its anti-mine components 
while at Florida’s Mayport Naval Station. 

"We are excited about the success demonstrated during 
our recent (mine countermeasures) developmental testing, 
bringing us one step closer to operational integration with the 
fleet," said Cmdr. Gerald Olin, commanding officer of 
Independence's Gold Crew. The Independence, like the 
Freedom, runs with two rotating crews. 

"Independence is an exciting ship, and we can't wait to 
show it to our friends and family on the West Coast," he said 
in a Navy press statement. 

For the littoral class, the Navy experimented with two 
competing ship designs. 

The Lockheed Martin-designed Freedom is a traditional, 
single-hull ship that operates on water jets. The Independence 
is a futuristic-looking aluminum trimaran built by General 
Dynamics at the U.S. shipyard of Australia's Austal USA. 

Instead of choosing one, the Navy announced that the 
competition had driven down costs and awarded both bidders 
contracts for 10 ships each. 

Return to Index 
 

8. Flight Recorder Found In Navy Jet Crash 
(NEWPORT NEWS DAILY PRESS 09 APR 12) ... Hugh Lessig 

VIRGINIA BEACH -- Navy investigators on Monday 
said they have recovered the flight incident recorder of the 
doomed F/A-18D that crashed into a city apartment complex 
Friday. 

The recorder has been sent to Naval Air Station Patuxent 
River in Maryland for analysis. Meanwhile, the Navy 

continued to sift through the wreckage at the Mayfair Mews 
apartment complex where five buildings were damaged or 
destroyed. 

No one was killed or seriously injured in the crash, as the 
pilots aimed the plane for an open courtyard and several 
residents were away at the time. 
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The aircraft's wing section and parts of the fuselage were 
moved Monday. The engines will remain at the site for further 
study before being moved. Pieces of the aircraft are being 
moved to a hangar at Naval Air Station Oceana for 
examination by experts. 

The Crash Survivable Flight Incident Recorder on the 
fighter jet is similar to a flight data recorder on a commercial 
airliner. It records flight cautions, advisories and other data. 
However, it does not include cockpit voice communications. 

Adm. Ted Branch commands Naval Air Force Atlantic 
and his investigators will oversee the probe. Speaking to 
reporters Saturday, he said he was optimistic about recovering 
the recorder. 

"If we do, we'll undoubtedly learn the configuration of the 
airplane, the operation in its final seconds of flight, so that will 
help us out considerably," Branch said. 

The Navy said it expects to finish removing most of the 
aircraft debris by the end of the week. A technical expert from 
Boeing, which manufactures the aircraft, is on site to assist. 

Meanwhile, the Navy's investigation will proceed on two 
fronts. 

An Aviation Mishap Board will search for causes of the 
accident and look for previously undetected hazards. When the 
Navy suspects mechanical problems, as is the case here, an 
engineering investigation is typically part of the work. The 
board's senior member is a naval aviator or flight officer. 
Other members include an aviation safety officer, a flight 
surgeon and an officer qualified in aircraft maintenance. 

The findings are summarized in a report that includes 
accident facts, opinions and recommendations to prevent 
future accidents. 

The report, which can take months to finalize, is 
considered privileged and not for public release. 

However, a parallel investigation is generally releasable 
under the Freedom of Information Act, the Navy said. A 
Manual of the Judge Advocate General, or JAGMAN 
investigation, will determine cause and responsibility for the 
mishap, the nature and extent of any injuries and a description 
of all property damage. 

Although a JAGMAN investigation is normally 
concluded in 30 days, one involving an aircraft crash that 
requires detailed analysis will require more time. 

Return to Index 
 

9. Fast-Attack Sub Helena Returning To Norfolk 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 09 ARP 12) ... Cindy Clayton 

NORFOLK -- The fast-attack submarine Helena will 
return to Norfolk Naval Station from deployment on Tuesday. 

The submarine is returning from Southern Command after 
logging more than 8,600 nautical miles, a Navy news release 
says. 

The mission of the Helena, a 360-foot Los Angeles class 
sub, includes deploying with and supporting special force 

operations, disrupting and destroying an adversary’s military 
and economic operations at sea and providing early strike 
force from close proximity. 

The Helena is named for Helena, Mont., has a crew 
compliment of 16 officers and 134 enlisted Sailors and is 
under the command of Cmdr. Paul L. Dinius. 

Return to Index 
 

10. At Home In India U.S. Sailors Spend Easter With Kids 
(DECCAN CHRONICLE (INDIA) 09 APR 12) 

For Navy councilors Amy Bileck and George Matthies, 
meeting the innocent little children in India was like playing 
with their own children back in U.S. “I want to take these kids 
with me. They are like my sons,” said Ms Amy, 32, who has 
been with the U.S. Navy for the past 14 years. 

In Chennai, as part of the 1,500 strong crew in five navy 
ships to take part in ‘Operation Malabar’, a joint exercise with 
the Indian Navy, the 23 U.S. Sailors visited the Christ Church 
School on Sunday. They spent over three hours interacting and 
playing cricket and other games with 50 underprivileged 
children. 

“These boys make me miss my son Mykah, 3, who is 
right now with his father back home,” said Ms Amy, adding 
that the children in India are a pleasure to talk to. Noting that 
India is crowded and filled with people everywhere, Ms Amy, 
who also entertained the children with her metallic flute, said 
the people are very nice and beautiful in this country. 

“The city is bright and colorful. I have taken lot of 
pictures and I am going to publish it in our in-house 

newspaper named Voice,” said Megan Catellier, 23, a mass 
communication specialist in the ship USS Carl Vinson. 

However, operations officer James Williams, 20, found 
the city crowded with lot of animals. “I saw birds and cattle 
right up the street,” he noted. 

For the local children, it was a great Sunday afternoon. “I 
learnt English and drawing from them,” said Y. Wasim, a 
Class 6 student. While R. Pavithra and R. Priyanka were afraid 
to talk about warships, Z. Aslam dressed in his best shirt and 
trouser was all enthused to visit the warship and take position 
to fight the enemies. 

Starting from U.S. in November 2011, the U.S. Navy 
ships have travelled across various cities including Dubai and 
Hongkong before reaching Chennai. The ships are expected to 
return to their country by May this year. While the crew 
enjoyed their Easter afternoon singing, dancing, painting and 
playing cricket with the children, they were also equally 
attracted to the traditional music rendered by nadaswaram and 
thavil specialists, who played lovely tunes to welcome them. 

Return to Index 
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GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
11. U.S., S. Korea Would Regard N. Korea Launch As Provocative: Pentagon 
(REUTERS 09 APR 12) ... Tabassum Zakaria 

WASHINGTON - U.S. Defense Secretary Leon Panetta 
spoke with South Korea's Defense Minister Kim Kwan-jin by 
telephone on Monday evening to discuss North Korea's 
planned missile launch, a Pentagon spokesman said. 

"Both leaders would regard a missile launch by North 
Korea as a serious provocation and a violation of North 
Korea's international obligations and standing U.N. Security 
Council resolutions," Pentagon spokesman George Little said. 

Earlier on Monday, the United States urged North Korea 
not to conduct a nuclear test or launch a satellite and it called 
upon China to exert its influence over its neighbor to try to 
ward off such "provocative actions." 

North Korea, which is pressing ahead with plans for a 
satellite launch despite U.S. and regional appeals that it desist, 
is also preparing a third nuclear test, South Korean news 
reports said on Sunday. 

Another nuclear test is bound to scare neighbors and 
infuriate the West, which has long sought to curb the North's 
nuclear ambitions. 

South Korea's Yonhap news agency quoted an 
unidentified intelligence source as saying North Korea was 

"clandestinely preparing a nuclear test" at the same location as 
the first two. 

The State Department repeated its advice to the North not 
to launch a satellite, saying this would violate Security 
Council resolutions and a February 29 denuclearization 
agreement. 

North Korea, which three years ago pulled out of six-
party disarmament talks on its nuclear program, agreed in 
February to stop nuclear tests, uranium enrichment and long-
range missile launches in return for food aid, opening the way 
to a possible resumption of the negotiations. 

But that has unraveled with the North's rocket launch 
planned for this month. The North says it is merely sending a 
weather satellite into space, but South Korea and the United 
States say it is a ballistic missile test. 

North Korean leader Kim Jong-il died in December and 
his son, Kim Jong-un succeeded him as leader of the 
autocratic state. The change of leadership was not expected to 
lead to major changes in North Korea's foreign or domestic 
policy, but Western and other Asian nations have been closely 
observing the secretive state for signs of a shift in policy 

Return to Index 
 

12. Vaunted Missile Shield More For Show Than Protection 
¥1 trillion defense system incapable of shooting down so many pieces 
(JAPAN TIMES 10 APR 12) ... Jun Hongo 

With Aegis destroyers and Patriot Advanced Capability-3 
missiles deployed and standing by, Japan's military appears 
ready to shoot down any debris from North Korea's rocket — 
or even the rocket itself — should it threaten the country this 
week. 

But some experts say that the probability of rocket parts 
falling on Japanese territory is extremely low, and the chance 
of the missile batteries detecting and destroying them is even 
lower. 

"The rocket's proposed trajectory does not pose any risk 
to Japan if all goes as planned," and no interception will 
probably be necessary, Motoaki Kamiura, a military analyst 
and author of several books on the Self-Defense Forces, told 
The Japan Times in a recent interview. 

"Even if something does go wrong and pieces of the 
rocket start plunging toward the country, we are talking about 
debris that will fall from the sky randomly," he said. "No 
country in the world has a defense system capable of 
intercepting such debris." 

According to data submitted by North Korea to the 
International Maritime Organization, the launch will take 
place between 7 a.m. and noon from Thursday to April 16. 
Pyongyang claims the purpose of the launch is to put a 
satellite into orbit, but most Western nations consider it a 
disguised ballistic missile test. 

The rocket will briefly fly over Okinawa Prefecture, but 
its first booster is expected to drop into the East China Sea 
west of South Korea and the second into waters east of the 
Philippines. 

Nevertheless, "a number of countries are potentially 
affected" by the North's rocket, Peter Lavoy, principal deputy 

assistant to the U.S. defense secretary, told the House Armed 
Services Committee earlier this month in Washington. 

Lavoy said some debris could potentially cause damage in 
areas from Japan and South Korea to the Philippines. The 
comments immediately set off alarm bells in Tokyo. 

Following Japan's decision to use its state-of-the-art ¥1 
trillion missile defense system, the Defense Ministry has 
deployed seven PAC-3 land-to-air interceptor missiles in 
Okinawa and Tokyo. In addition, three Maritime Self-Defense 
Force destroyers equipped with Aegis combat systems and 
Standard Missile-3 interceptors will be stationed in the Sea of 
Japan and in waters around Okinawa. 

Adding to the show, hundreds of troops have been 
positioned around Okinawa in case of "an emergency," 
however unlikely. 

The PAC-3 and SM-3 systems depend on data from the 
high-tech radars on the Aegis vessels and from U.S. military 
satellites that can detect the rocket's heat signature. 

The U.S., meanwhile, is deploying its own Aegis 
destroyers to the East China Sea to collaborate with the 
Japanese vessels, while surrounding nations are also on high 
alert. 

The Philippine government has imposed a no-fly zone 
over the area where debris could fall from Thursday to April 
16, while Seoul has said it will use its missile defense system 
to shoot down the rocket if it poses a threat. 

According to reports, Taiwan also plans to position PAC-
3 and other missile systems on the east side of the island, 
although it has not disclosed specific details. 

When ordering the SDF to ready the missile shield in late 
March, Defense Minister Naoki Tanaka said he "would make 



 12

solid preparations to protect people's lives and property and 
take all possible measures." 

But just a few days later, Tanaka acknowledged in a Diet 
hearing that the defense system can't cover all corners of 
Japan. Even if it could, analyst Kamiura said the ground-based 
PAC-3s and SM-3s aboard the Aegis destroyers aren't 
sophisticated enough to provide much of a defense. 

SM-3s are designed to intercept a target at an altitude of 
approximately 300 km, while the North Korean rocket will 
likely be traveling at an altitude of 370 km, like the one that 
flew over Japan in 2009. 

The PAC-3 missiles, meanwhile, will be ineffective 
unless an object flies directly within their 20-km range and in 
a straight trajectory. 

Setting up the missile shield is more about "giving local 
residents some sense of safety" than actually shooting down 
any debris, Kamiura said. 

Tetsuo Maeda, a former professor at Tokyo International 
University and an expert on military and national security, 
agrees. 

Maeda noted that when North Korea launched an alleged 
satellite in April 2009, the first booster fragmented into more 
than 50 pieces of different shapes and sizes that scattered 
randomly across the Pacific Ocean. 

In the improbable event that parts of the rocket fall onto 
Japanese territory, the SM-3 and PAC-3 systems are not 
advanced enough to counter such a dispersal pattern. 

"The defense system isn't being positioned to shoot down 
the debris, because technically it is not capable of doing that," 
Maeda said. "Positioning troops and the defense system is 
only an act to show that they are doing their job, and that it is 
necessary for Japan's defense." 

Given the likelihood that all will be quiet in Okinawa, 
there appear to be few reasons to put the defense shield on 
standby. 

Its deployment, Maeda said, will serve as a rehearsal for 
the SDF to position troops, prepare for an enemy strike and 
detect the missile's path to prepare for future threats. Another 
reason is to test Japan's early warning system, which failed 
miserably and caused considerable embarrassment in 2009 by 

sending out inaccurate information that triggered nationwide 
panic — not once, but twice — before North Korea's rocket 
actually blasted off. 

This time around, the Defense Ministry will again receive 
launch information from U.S. spy satellites and instantly pass 
it on to the prime minister's office. 

But the government will also try out the new J-Alert 
emergency warning system that is designed to swiftly transmit 
information to local municipalities, especially in Okinawa. It 
will be the first time the system is used for missile launch 
warnings. 

So far, however, J-Alert has gotten off to a rocky start. 
During a test April 5, the emergency signal was not sent 
correctly to seven of Okinawa's 26 municipalities and 
authorities were not able to relay the warning to residents. The 
glitch forced the internal affairs ministry to conduct a second 
test prior to North Korea's launch. 

Another difference from the North's 2009 rocket concerns 
Japan's ability to collect any debris. The government failed to 
collect any rocket pieces after that launch, but the radar 
systems on the Aegis destroyers this time will be able to 
project the boosters' landing spots within 15 to 20 minutes 
after takeoff, Kamiura said. 

And unlike the 2009 booster that dropped into the Pacific 
about 280 km west of Akita Prefecture, parts from this week's 
launch are projected to fall over the East China Sea, which is 
far shallower than the Pacific and whose seabed could 
potentially be searched for debris. 

"Retrieving rocket components will allow us to learn 
about the North's military technology, welding techniques and 
metalworking abilities. There's some hope this time around," 
Kamiura said. 

But security expert Maeda said that despite the 
government's explanations and justifications for preparing the 
missile defense system, the deployment may be an 
overreaction. 

"A panicked reaction and full-scale interceptor 
deployment by Japan to counter the launch only serves North 
Korea's purposes" and boosts Pyongyang's diplomatic 
leverage, he warned. 

Return to Index 
 

13. China, Between A Rocket And A Hard Place On North Korea 
(REUTERS 10 APR 12) ... Benjamin Kang Lim 

BEIJING--A joke circulating among officials in Beijing 
pretty much underlines the bind China is in over North Korea's 
plans to send a satellite into space. 

North Korea's young ruler Kim Jong-un phones a Chinese 
leader to tell him about timing of the planned rocket launch. 
"When will it be?" asks the Chinese leader. 

Kim replies: "Ten, nine, eight, seven, six, five, four..." 
Beijing has received more notice than that - the launch is 

likely later this week - but a source close to China's top 
leadership and a Western diplomat have both said it 
nevertheless has little influence over Pyongyang and is in no 
position to block the event. 

The United States, which has said the launch will give the 
unpredictable state an opportunity to test ballistic missile 
technology, wants Beijing to use its influence to halt the lift-
off. 

"China has pressured North Korea to abandon (the 
launch) because it adds new variables and gives the United 
States an excuse to return to Asia," the source with ties to the 
leadership told Reuters, requesting anonymity to avoid 
repercussions. 

"China does not want to see this because Beijing and 
Shanghai are within range" of North Korean ballistic missiles, 
he said, referring to China's political and financial capitals and 
providing further evidence that Beijing does not have fully 
warm and friendly ties with its unpredictable neighbor. 

Critics however are convinced China, the main provider 
of food and energy aid to its isolated neighbor, could do more 
to force North Korea to scrap the launch. 

Last month U.S. President Barack Obama urged China to 
use its influence over North Korea instead of "turning a blind 
eye", and warned of tighter sanctions if the reclusive state 
presses ahead with the launch. 
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On Monday, U.S. State Department spokeswoman 
Victoria Nuland said there were signs that North Korea may 
also be preparing for a nuclear test, its third. 

"We believe in particular that China joins us in its interest 
in seeing a denuclearized Korean peninsula, and we are 
continuing to encourage China in particular to act more 
effectively in that interest" she said. 

Nuland told reporters a third North Korean nuclear test 
"would be equally bad if not worse" than the rocket launch. 

It would be in the interests of both China and North Korea 
at this juncture to say Beijing has little influence over 
Pyongyang. 

But the countries have maintained warm relations despite 
tensions in recent years. Before his death last year, North 
Korean leader Kim Jong-il visited China four times between 
May 2010 and August 2011. His son Kim Jong-un, who is 
now leader of the autocratic state, is believed to have 
accompanied him on at least one of this trips. 

The rocket that North Korea has readied for launch from a 
forested valley in its remote northwest will showcase its 
ability to fire a missile capable of hitting the continental 
United States. 

Pyongyang insists the weather satellite launch will be a 
milestone to mark the 100th birth anniversary of Kim Jong-
un's grandfather, North Korea's founder Kim Il-sung, and 
backing down now would be seen as sign of weakness at 
home. Nonetheless, Washington and Seoul suspect it is a 
ballistic missile test. 

"They can't launch the thing without using ballistic 
missile technology which is precluded by U.N. Security 
Council Resolution 1874," said Nuland, the U.S. 
spokeswoman. "So regardless of what they say about it, it's 
still a violation." 

But sending rockets skyward to mark momentous events 
is a tradition shared by the Communist leaders of both China 
and North Korea. Having launched satellites in 1982 and 1987 
to mark the death anniversary of Mao Zedong and in 1992, 
1997, 2002 and 2007 to coincide with Communist Party 
congresses, China is finding it difficult to convince North 
Korea to back down. 

Coming-Out Party 
Pyongyang's move, analysts say, is also aimed at further 

consolidating the power of Kim Jong-un, believed to be in his 
late 20s, who became the third member of his family to rule 
North Korea after his father's death last December. 

"If Kim No. 3 requires a symbol of his authority, that 
rocket launch might be that symbol tied to the legitimacy of 

the (ruling) Korean Workers' Party," the Western diplomat 
said. 

That authority could be challenged if China were to 
pressure Pyongyang over the rocket launch at this juncture. 
And Beijing does not want any instability that could arise 
from a weakened Kim Jong-un. 

But the real issue may China's willingness to exercise 
influence rather than its ability to do so. 

"The question is not if China has or doesn't have leverage 
to pressure Pyongyang. The question is whether it wants to 
exercise that pressure," South Korean political commentator 
Shim Jae Hoon said. "Any sign of displeasure shown by China 
at this time will not fail to have an impact on Kim Jong-un." 

And in the end, China sees some value in the North 
Korean regime as a buffer against South Korea-U.S. military 
alliance. 

"The worst case scenario troubling Beijing is the prospect 
of a democratic, capitalist South Korea reunifying the whole 
peninsula. China thinks this will bring U.S. military presence 
close to its border," Shim said. 

China is caught between a rock and a hard place. 
"It's troublesome. North Korea is difficult to control. We 

have no choice but to help them" by continuing to provide aid, 
the source with leadership ties said, adding that squeezing 
Beijing's food and energy lifeline to Pyongyang could lead to 
an exodus of North Korean refugees destabilizing China's 
northeast. 

China's relationship with North Korea was once 
characterized to be "as close as lips and teeth" after they 
fought side-by-side against the United States and South Korea 
during the 1950-53 Korean War. But the two strayed apart 
after Beijing flirted with capitalist-style reforms -- seen by 
Pyongyang as a betrayal -- and recognized Seoul in 1992. 

Deng Xiaoping, China's late leader, once quipped that 
dynastic succession is not a Communist tradition, riling Kim 
Jong-il who was poised to take over from his father, sources 
familiar with China's foreign policy said. 

China takes great pride in transforming itself into an 
economic powerhouse from a backwater after just three 
decades of reform and is growing increasingly impatient with 
what it sees as an incompetent North Korean leadership which 
cannot feed its own people, the sources said. 

"Our relationship with North Korea is no longer 'If the 
lips are gone, the teeth will be cold'," a second source with 
leadership ties said, quoting a Chinese idiom. "Nowadays, the 
teeth keep biting the lips, and it's hurting." 
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14. The Dragon’s New Teeth 
A rare look inside the world’s biggest military expansion 
(THE ECONOMIST 07 APR 12) 

BEIJEING – At a meeting of South-East Asian nations in 
2010, China’s foreign minister Yang Jiechi, facing a barrage 
of complaints about his country’s behavior in the region, 
blurted out the sort of thing polite leaders usually prefer to 
leave unsaid. “China is a big country,” he pointed out, “and 
other countries are small countries and that is just a fact.” 
Indeed it is, and China is big not merely in terms of territory 
and population, but also military might. Its Communist Party 
is presiding over the world’s largest military build-up. And 

that is just a fact, too—one which the rest of the world is 
having to come to terms with. 

That China is rapidly modernizing its armed forces is not 
in doubt, though there is disagreement about what the true 
spending figure is. China’s defence budget has almost 
certainly experienced double digit growth for two decades. 
According to SIPRI, a research institute, annual defence 
spending rose from over $30 billion in 2000 to almost $120 
billion in 2010. SIPRI usually adds about 50% to the official 
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figure that China gives for its defence spending, because even 
basic military items such as research and development are kept 
off budget. Including those items would imply total military 
spending in 2012, based on the latest announcement from 
Beijing, will be around $160 billion. America still spends 
four-and-a-half times as much on defence, but on present 
trends China’s defence spending could overtake America’s 
after 2035 (see chart). 

All that money is changing what the People’s Liberation 
Army (PLA) can do. Twenty years ago, China’s military 
might lay primarily in the enormous numbers of people under 
arms; their main task was to fight an enemy face-to-face or 
occupy territory. The PLA is still the largest army in the 
world, with an active force of 2.3m. But China’s real military 
strength increasingly lies elsewhere. The Pentagon’s planners 
think China is intent on acquiring what is called in the jargon 
A2/AD, or “anti-access/area denial” capabilities. The idea is to 
use pinpoint ground attack and anti-ship missiles, a growing 
fleet of modern submarines and cyber and anti-satellite 
weapons to destroy or disable another nation’s military assets 
from afar. 

In the western Pacific, that would mean targeting or 
putting in jeopardy America’s aircraft-carrier groups and its 
air-force bases in Okinawa, South Korea and even Guam. The 
aim would be to render American power projection in Asia 
riskier and more costly, so that America’s allies would no 
longer be able to rely on it to deter aggression or to combat 
subtler forms of coercion. It would also enable China to carry 
out its repeated threat to take over Taiwan if the island were 
ever to declare formal independence. 

China’s military build-up is ringing alarm bells in Asia 
and has already caused a pivot in America’s defence policy. 
The new “strategic guidance” issued in January by Barack 
Obama and his defence secretary, Leon Panetta, confirmed 
what everyone in Washington already knew: that a switch in 
priorities towards Asia was overdue and under way. The 
document says that “While the U.S. military will continue to 
contribute to security globally, we will of necessity rebalance 
towards the Asia-Pacific region.” America is planning roughly 
$500 billion of cuts in planned defence spending over the next 
ten years. But, says the document, “to credibly deter potential 
adversaries and to prevent them from achieving their 
objectives, the United States must maintain its ability to 
project power in areas in which our access and freedom to 
operate are challenged.” 

It is pretty obvious what that means. Distracted by 
campaigns in Iraq and Afghanistan, America has neglected the 
most economically dynamic region of the world. In particular, 
it has responded inadequately to China’s growing military 
power and political assertiveness. According to senior 
American diplomats, China has the ambition—and 
increasingly the power—to become a regional hegemon; it is 
engaged in a determined effort to lock America out of a region 
that has been declared a vital security interest by every 
administration since Teddy Roosevelt’s; and it is pulling 
countries in South-East Asia into its orbit of influence “by 
default.” America has to respond. As an early sign of that 
response, Mr. Obama announced in November 2011 that 2,500 
U.S. Marines would soon be stationed in Australia. Talks 
about an increased American military presence in the 
Philippines began in February this year. 

The Uncertainty Principle 
China worries the rest of the world not only because of 

the scale of its military build-up, but also because of the lack 
of information about how it might use its new forces and even 
who is really in charge of them. The American strategic-
guidance document spells out the concern. “The growth of 
China’s military power,” it says, “must be accompanied by 
greater clarity of its strategic intentions in order to avoid 
causing friction in the region.” 

Officially, China is committed to what it called, in the 
words of an old slogan, a “peaceful rise.” Its foreign-policy 
experts stress their commitment to a rules-based multipolar 
world. They shake their heads in disbelief at suggestions that 
China sees itself as a “near peer” military competitor with 
America. 

In the South and East China Seas, though, things look 
different. In the past 18 months, there have been clashes 
between Chinese vessels and ships from Japan, Vietnam, 
South Korea and the Philippines over territorial rights in the 
resource-rich waters. A pugnacious editorial in the state-run 
Global Times last October gave warning: “If these countries 
don’t want to change their ways with China, they will need to 
prepare for the sounds of cannons. We need to be ready for 
that, as it may be the only way for the disputes in the sea to be 
resolved.” This was not a government pronouncement, but it 
seems the censors permit plenty of press freedom when it 
comes to blowing off nationalistic steam. 

Smooth-talking foreign-ministry officials may cringe with 
embarrassment at Global Times—China’s equivalent of Fox 
News—but its views are not so far removed from the gung-ho 
leadership of the rapidly expanding navy. Moreover, in a 
statement of doctrine published in 2005, the PLA’s Science of 
Military Strategy did not mince its words. Although “active 
defence is the essential feature of China’s military strategy,” it 
said, if “an enemy offends our national interests it means that 
the enemy has already fired the first shot,” in which case the 
PLA’s mission is “to do all we can to dominate the enemy by 
striking first.” 

Making things more alarming is a lack of transparency 
over who really controls the guns and ships. China is unique 
among great powers in that the PLA is not formally part of the 
state. It is responsible to the Communist Party, and is run by 
the party’s Central Military Commission, not the ministry of 
defence. Although party and government are obviously very 
close in China, the party is even more opaque, which 
complicates outsiders’ understanding of where the PLA’s 
loyalties and priorities lie. A better military-to-military 
relationship between America and China would cast some 
light into this dark corner. But the PLA often suspends “mil-
mil” relations as a “punishment” whenever tension rises with 
America over Taiwan. The PLA is also paranoid about what 
America might gain if the relationship between the two 
countries’ armed forces went deeper. 

The upshot of these various uncertainties is that even if 
outsiders believe that China’s intentions are largely benign—
and it is clear that some of them do not—they can hardly make 
plans based on that assumption alone. As the influential 
American think-tank, the Centre for Strategic and Budgetary 
Assessments (CSBA) points out, the intentions of an 
authoritarian regime can change very quickly. The nature and 
size of the capabilities that China has built up also count. 
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History Boys 
The build-up has gone in fits and starts. It began in the 

early 1950s when the Soviet Union was China’s most 
important ally and arms supplier, but abruptly ceased when 
Mao Zedong launched his decade-long Cultural Revolution in 
the mid-1960s. The two countries came close to war over their 
disputed border and China carried out its first nuclear test. The 
second phase of modernization began in the 1980s, under 
Deng Xiaoping. Deng was seeking to reform the whole 
country and the army was no exception. But he told the PLA 
that his priority was the economy; the generals must be patient 
and live within a budget of less than 1.5% of GDP. 

A third phase began in the early 1990s. Shaken by the 
destructive impact of the West’s high-tech weaponry on the 
Iraqi army, the PLA realized that its huge ground forces were 
militarily obsolete. PLA scholars at the Academy of Military 
Science in Beijing began learning all they could from 
American think-tanks about the so-called “revolution in 
military affairs” (RMA), a change in strategy and weaponry 
made possible by exponentially greater computer-processing 
power. In a meeting with The Economist at the Academy, 
General Chen Zhou, the main author of the four most recent 
defence white papers, said: “We studied RMA exhaustively. 
Our great hero was Andy Marshall in the Pentagon [the 
powerful head of the Office of Net Assessment who was 
known as the Pentagon’s futurist-in-chief]. We translated 
every word he wrote.” 

In 1993 the general-secretary of the Communist Party, 
Jiang Zemin, put RMA at the heart of China’s military 
strategy. Now, the PLA had to turn itself into a force capable 
of winning what the strategy called “local wars under high-
tech conditions.” Campaigns would be short, decisive and 
limited in geographic scope and political goals. The big 
investments would henceforth go to the air force, the navy and 
the Second Artillery Force, which operates China’s nuclear 
and conventionally armed missiles. 

Further shifts came in 2002 and 2004. High-tech weapons 
on their own were not enough; what mattered was the ability 
to knit everything together on the battlefield through what the 
Chinese called “informatisation” and what is known in the 
West as “unified C4ISR.” (The four Cs are command, control, 
communications, and computers; ISR stands for intelligence, 
surveillance and reconnaissance; the Pentagon loves its 
abbreviations). 

General Chen describes the period up to 2010 as “laying 
the foundations of modernized forces.” The next decade 
should see the roll-out of what is called mechanization (the 
deployment of advanced military platforms) and 
informatisation (bringing them together as a network). The 
two processes should be completed in terms of equipment, 
integration and training by 2020. But General Chen reckons 
China will not achieve full informatisation until well after that. 
“A major difficulty,” he says, “is that we are still only partially 
mechanized. We do not always know how to make our 
investments when technology is both overlapping and 
leapfrogging.” Whereas the West was able to accomplish its 
military transformation by taking the two processes in 
sequence, China is trying to do both together. Still, that has 
not slowed down big investments which are designed to defeat 
even technologically advanced foes by making “the best use of 
our strong points to attack the enemy’s weak points.” In 2010 

the CSBA identified the essential military components that 
China, on current trends, will be able to deploy within ten 
years. Among them: satellites and reconnaissance drones; 
thousands of surface-to-surface and anti-ship missiles; more 
than 60 stealthy conventional submarines and at least six 
nuclear attack submarines; stealthy manned and unmanned 
combat aircraft; and space and cyber warfare capabilities. In 
addition, the navy has to decide whether to make the 
(extremely expensive) transition to a force dominated by 
aircraft-carriers, like America. Aircraft-carriers would be an 
unmistakable declaration of an ambition eventually to project 
power far from home. Deploying them would also match the 
expected actions of Japan and India in the near future. China 
may well have three small carriers within five to ten years, 
though military analysts think it would take much longer for 
the Chinese to learn how to use them well. 

A New Gunboat Diplomacy 
This promises to be a formidable array of assets. They 

are, for the most part, “asymmetric,” that is, designed not to 
match American military power in the western Pacific directly 
but rather to exploit its vulnerabilities. So, how might they be 
used? 

Taiwan is the main spur for China’s military 
modernisation. In 1996 America reacted to Chinese ballistic-
missile tests carried out near Taiwanese ports by sending two 
aircraft-carrier groups into the Taiwan Strait. Since 2002 
China’s strategy has been largely built around the possibility 
of a cross-Strait armed conflict in which China’s forces would 
not only have to overcome opposition from Taiwan but also to 
deter, delay or defeat an American attempt to intervene. 
According to recent reports by CSBA and RAND, another 
American think-tank, China is well on its way to having the 
means, by 2020, to deter American aircraft-carriers and 
aircraft from operating within what is known as the “first 
island chain”—a perimeter running from the Aleutians in the 
north to Taiwan, the Philippines and Borneo (see map). 

In 2005 China passed the Taiwan Anti-Secession Law, 
which commits it to a military response should Taiwan ever 
declare independence or even if the government in Beijing 
thinks all possibility of peaceful unification has been lost. Jia 
Xiudong of the China Institute of International Studies (the 
foreign ministry’s main think-tank) says: “The first priority is 
Taiwan. The mainland is patient, but independence is not the 
future for Taiwan. China’s military forces should be ready to 
repel any force of intervention. The U.S. likes to maintain 
what it calls ‘strategic ambiguity’ over what it would do in the 
event of a conflict arising from secession. We don’t have any 
ambiguity. We will use whatever means we have to prevent it 
happening.” 

If Taiwan policy has been the immediate focus of China’s 
military planning, the sheer breadth of capabilities the country 
is acquiring gives it other options—and temptations. In 2004 
Hu Jintao, China’s president, said the PLA should be able to 
undertake “new historic missions.” Some of these involve UN 
peacekeeping. In recent years China has been the biggest 
contributor of peacekeeping troops among the permanent five 
members of the Security Council. But the responsibility for 
most of these new missions has fallen on the navy. In addition 
to its primary job of denying China’s enemies access to sea 
lanes, it is increasingly being asked to project power in the 
neighborhood and farther afield. 
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The navy appears to see itself as the guardian of China’s 
ever-expanding economic interests. These range from 
supporting the country’s sovereignty claims (for example, its 
insistence on seeing most of the South China Sea as an 
exclusive economic zone) to protecting the huge weight of 
Chinese shipping, preserving the country’s access to energy 
and raw materials supplies, and safeguarding the soaring 
numbers of Chinese citizens who work abroad (about 5m 
today, but expected to rise to 100m by 2020). The navy’s 
growing fleet of powerful destroyers, stealthy frigates and 
guided-missile-carrying catamarans enables it to carry out 
extended “green water” operations (ie, regional, not just 
coastal tasks). It is also developing longer-range “blue water” 
capabilities. In early 2009 the navy began anti-piracy patrols 
off the Gulf of Aden with three ships. Last year, one of those 
vessels was sent to the Mediterranean to assist in evacuating 
35,000 Chinese workers from Libya—an impressive logistical 
exercise carried out with the Chinese air force. 

Power Grows Out Of The Barrel Of A Gun 
It is hardly surprising that China’s neighbours and the 

West in general should worry about these developments. The 
range of forces marshaled against Taiwan plus China’s 
“A2/AD” potential to push the forces of other countries over 
the horizon have already eroded the confidence of America’s 
Asian allies that the guarantor of their security will always be 
there for them. Mr. Obama’s rebalancing towards Asia may go 
some way towards easing those doubts. America’s allies are 
also going to have to do more for themselves, including 
developing their own A2/AD capabilities. But the longer-term 
trends in defence spending are in China’s favor. China can 
focus entirely on Asia, whereas America will continue to have 
global responsibilities. Asian concerns about the dragon will 
not disappear. 

That said, the threat from China should not be 
exaggerated. There are three limiting factors. First, unlike the 
former Soviet Union, China has a vital national interest in the 
stability of the global economic system. Its military leaders 
constantly stress that the development of what is still only a 
middle-income country with a lot of very poor people takes 
precedence over military ambition. The increase in military 
spending reflects the growth of the economy, rather than an 
expanding share of national income. For many years China 
has spent the same proportion of GDP on defence (a bit over 
2%, whereas America spends about 4.7%). The real test of 
China’s willingness to keep military spending constant will 

come when China’s headlong economic growth starts to slow 
further. But on past form, China’s leaders will continue to 
worry more about internal threats to their control than external 
ones. Last year spending on internal security outstripped 
military spending for the first time. With a rapidly ageing 
population, it is also a good bet that meeting the demand for 
better health care will become a higher priority than 
maintaining military spending. Like all the other great powers, 
China faces a choice of guns or walking sticks. 

Second, as some pragmatic American policymakers 
concede, it is not a matter for surprise or shock that a country 
of China’s importance and history should have a sense of its 
place in the world and want armed forces which reflect that. 
Indeed, the West is occasionally contradictory about Chinese 
power, both fretting about it and asking China to accept 
greater responsibility for global order. As General Yao 
Yunzhu of the Academy of Military Science says: “We are 
criticized if we do more and criticized if we do less. The West 
should decide what it wants. The international military order is 
U.S.-led—NATO and Asian bilateral alliances—there is 
nothing like the WTO for China to get into.” 

Third, the PLA may not be quite as formidable as it seems 
on paper. China’s military technology has suffered from the 
Western arms embargo imposed after the Tiananmen Square 
protests of 1989. It struggles to produce high-performance jet 
engines, for example. Western defence firms believe that is 
why they are often on the receiving end of cyber-attacks that 
appear to come from China. China’s defence industry may be 
improving but it remains scattered, inefficient and over-
dependent on high-tech imports from Russia, which is happy 
to sell the same stuff to China’s local rivals, India and 
Vietnam. The PLA also has little recent combat experience. 
The last time it fought a real enemy was in the war against 
Vietnam in 1979, when it got a bloody nose. In contrast, a 
decade of conflict has honed American forces to a new pitch 
of professionalism. There must be some doubt that the PLA 
could put into practice the complex joint operations it is being 
increasingly called upon to perform. 

General Yao says the gap between American and Chinese 
forces is “at least 30, maybe 50, years.” “China,” she says, 
“has no need to be a military peer of the U.S. But perhaps by 
the time we do become a peer competitor the leadership of 
both countries will have the wisdom to deal with the 
problem.” The global security of the next few decades will 
depend on her hope being realized. 
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15. Manila, Hanoi Try Football Diplomacy In Spratlys 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 10 APR 12) ... Jim Gomez 

MANILA, Philippines — The Philippine and Vietnamese 
navies have agreed to let their sailors play football and 
basketball on disputed South China Sea islands to ease tension 
and build trust in a troubled region long feared as Asia's next 
flashpoint for armed conflict. 

Philippine navy chief Vice Admiral Alexander Pama said 
Tuesday that the "fun games" were part of a broader 
agreement he signed with his Vietnamese counterpart in 
October. The accord calls for their navies to undertake 
confidence-building steps and share more information to allow 
them to better respond to maritime accidents in the disputed 
Spratly Islands. 

China, which claims virtually the entire South China Sea, 
is likely to protest such a show of military alliance in the 
disputed region. The Chinese Embassy in Manila did not 
immediately respond to an Associated Press request for 
comment. 

Last year, the Philippines and Vietnam separately accused 
Chinese vessels of intruding into their territorial waters and 
disrupting oil explorations. China has dismissed the protests, 
saying Beijing has indisputable sovereignty over those areas 
on historical grounds. 

The three Asian nations, along with Brunei, Malaysia and 
Taiwan, have been locked in a long-simmering rift over South 
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China Sea territories, including the Spratlys — a chain of 
islands, reefs and coral outcrops believed to be lying atop vast 
undersea deposits of oil and gas. The Spratly Islands also 
straddle one of the world's busiest commercial sealanes. 

Faced with China's formidable military, the Philippines 
and Vietnam have forged closer ties amid the territorial 
disputes. Aside from the navy-to-navy accord, the two 
countries agreed to set up a hotline between their coast guards 
and maritime police to strengthen their capability to monitor 
"maritime incidents," such as piracy, and incursions into their 
territorial waters. 

Under the naval agreement, Pama said Filipino navy men 
could visit the main Spratly island occupied by their 
Vietnamese counterparts and vice versa, then play football and 
basketball although no date has been set for the friendly 
games. They can exchange information on a variety of issues 

and plan how best to respond to accidents such as those 
involving fishermen, he said. 

Mayor Eugenio Bito-onon Jr., who heads a small civilian 
community on Pag-asa, a Spratly island occupied by 
Philippine forces, welcomed the warming ties between the 
Filipinos and the Vietnamese. Vietnamese troops occupy 
Southwest Cay island several kilometers (miles) from Pag-asa 
island. 

"This will lessen the tension and apprehension about a 
shooting war," Bito-onon told The Associated Press by 
telephone. "It's good if they'll play games, eat on the same 
table ... than not have a line of communication." 

The battle over the resource-rich Spratlys has settled into 
an uneasy standoff since the last fighting, involving China and 
Vietnam, that killed more than 70 Vietnamese sailors in 1988. 
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16. Interview: Ng Eng Hen, Singapore Defense Minister 
(DEFENSE NEWS 09 APR 12) ... Marcus Weisgerber 

In his first official visit to the U.S., Ng Eng Hen, 
Singapore’s defense minister, called for more military-to-
military exercises between the U.S. and Asia-Pacific nations, 
using the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) as 
a key facilitator. 

During his visit last week, Ng met with U.S. Defense 
Secretary Leon Panetta and discussed this and other 
cooperative initiatives between the countries, including 
hosting U.S. Navy littoral combat ships in Singapore. 

In addition, Ng met with other senior U.S. defense 
officials and visited a Singapore F-15 air detachment at 
Mountain Home Air Force Base in Idaho. 

Q. Can you talk about your visit here? 
A. We had a good meeting with Secretary Panetta. Our 

relationship with the U.S. has been a long-standing one and a 
very close one. We’ve characterized it as a major strategic 
partner. [The relationship is] based on a shared perspective 
that U.S. presence in the Asia-Pacific is a critical force of 
stability and progress. We’ve facilitated the use of U.S. ships 
and aircraft for our facilities in Singapore in light of that 
belief. I think that over the last half century the U.S. presence 
in the Asia-Pacific has added stability and the region has 
grown economically, as well as socially. 

It’s also a time of changing dynamics in the region. China 
is growing, Asia is growing, ASEAN is growing, and we 
welcome the reaffirmation of the U.S. presence in the region. 
Secretary Panetta made a request for deployment of four 
littoral combat ships. We are studying what it means. We have 
already agreed for deployment of one to two [ships]. We’ll see 
how we can accommodate this new request. 

We had a meeting of minds in terms of how the regional 
framework, the ASEAN Defense Ministers Meeting-Plus 
[ADMM-Plus], can be a key anchor in terms of building up, 
enhancing military-to-military relations and increasing 
confidence and capacity building among the stakeholders. 

Q. What type of future military training engagements 
do you envision? 

A. The goal is to build up military-to-military relations 
and that’s not a new concept. We recognize that there are 
different comfort levels among different militaries [and] that 
[there] are operational considerations. The key is: How do you 

create a platform that accommodates these different levels? 
And in reality, the relations among the stakeholders might 
change over time. 

We think that the ADMM-Plus is a useful platform 
because it already exists, number one. Two, there are practical 
working groups that have already been involved. It’s a very 
practical way forward. Five areas have been chosen, [which 
are] fairly accommodating, like humanitarian assistance, 
disaster relief, military peacekeeping operations, maritime 
security, counterterrorism — they meet the needs of current 
operational goals and missions, and yet they are areas in which 
they’re quite expansive platforms for countries to be involved. 

As a start, what we’ve done is to partner the Plus partners, 
so for instance, the U.S. and Indonesia are counterterrorism 
and they’re having tabletop exercises here in Washington. 
We’ll build on that, getting more people involved as well as 
trying to move from tabletop exercises to where there are 
troops involved. When militaries meet and are involved in 
joint activities, the confidence increases, the understanding 
increases. 

Q. Do all of the Plus nations need to participate in 
order for it to be successful? 

A. That would be ideal, but there could be configurations 
of subsets. To be inclusive, I think it would be good to invite 
everyone to participate. Whether they can or want to 
obviously depends on other factors. 

Q. Senior U.S. officials have said that America’s debt 
is its greatest national security threat. How do you see the 
U.S. debt impacting its influence? 

A. Not just debt alone, but economic vitality. The greatest 
thing the U.S. can do from a security point of view is to grow 
economically. All of us realize that resources come from a 
vibrant economy; that’s stating the obvious. I’ve always been 
struck by the U.S.’ ability to bounce back. I believe that the 
U.S. will surmount current issues, including its debt [and] 
budget constraints. That needs to be a focus in terms of 
regaining its economic vitality. 

Q. How can the U.S. and Singapore broaden their 
military-to-military relationship? 

A. It starts from shared perspectives in terms of how we 
can add to the overall configuration. But at the same time, we 
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are looking at ways in which we can have mutually beneficial 
[partnerships]. Littoral combat ships is one way we can lean 
forward to facilitate the presence. 

We are also looking at opportunities for bilateral 
cooperation in training. There are some facilities in Singapore 
that could be used to enhance capabilities on both sides. This 
is in the context that, for example, in the U.S. we have four 
aircraft detachments, F-15s, F-16s, Chinooks [and Apaches]. 

There’s quite a wide envelope of things that we can do. 
We’re working out the details. We’re not quite ready to 
announce discrete programs but we’re trying to see, based on 
the strategic framework agreement, what else the U.S. and 
Singapore can do together. 

Q. Do you have concerns about the number of 
submarines and crowding in the South China Sea? 

A. It would be embarrassing if submarines keep bumping 
into each other, but the South China Sea is a fairly wide area. I 
think it’s understandable that as ASEAN grows, as China and 
India grow, many of these countries will want to modernize 
their militaries. We don’t want to escalate an arms race, but 
once a country grows and invests n building up its 
infrastructure, that includes the military. I think we will see a 
little bit more of that. 

For Singapore, we spend consistently in our defense and 
we invest prudently to have [a Singapore armed forces] that is 
modernized and capable, able to respond to a wide spectrum 
of challenges. 

Q. What are some of Singapore’s top modernization 
priorities right now? 

A. We have a phrase which we’ve used in terms of [third-
generation] transformation. The idea is not a new one, it’s 
what other modern militaries are doing, and that’s a 
networking of systems and jointness, whether it’s through 
your sensors, your shooters or your command, control, 
communications, computer systems. I think the transformation 
is ongoing and is fairly successful from a network capability. 
Now there is certainly more jointness among the three services 
in terms of doctrine, in terms of training, in terms of sensor 
platforms, in terms of responses to threats. I would 
characterize our [third-generation] transformation as fairly 
smooth and effective. 

Q. How do you see the F-35 factoring into your 
modernization plans? 

A. We are characterized as a security cooperative partner. 
We’re still evaluating it. We won’t be seen as a major 
procurer. We have modest defense needs, relatively. We have 
now F-15 and F-16 fleets, which are quite current and meet 
our capability. F-35s are obviously being seriously evaluated, 
but we haven’t finished the evaluation. 

Q. How far off is that decision? 
A. Fifth-generation aircraft always have to be seriously 

considered because of their significant capabilities. We have a 
number [of] parameters that need to be met before we finish 
our evaluation. We’re just taking our time with it. 

Q. How are you preparing for the littoral combat 
ship? 

A. The littoral combat ships are not huge in a sense, 100 
meters, 75 [personnel per ship], so I don’t think there’s 
significant large infrastructure development required for that. 
It’s a matter of just looking at the logistics involved. We’ll be 
happy to seat a U.S. request if we find we can accommodate it. 

Q. How effective have the regional anti-piracy efforts 
been? 

A. Fairly effective. Here was where the Shangri-La 
dialogue played quite a useful platform, along the lines of mil-
to-mil and regional relations. The defense ministers concurred 
on a practical step to have joint maritime patrols, as well as 
sea patrols and maritime air patrols. All three countries that 
are littoral states, Malaysia, Singapore, Indonesia, would 
participate in either the sea patrols or the air patrols. As a 
result of those measures, piracy significantly dropped. I think 
the problem is controlled. 

We’ve not been complacent because we’ve continued to 
push for information sharing, because an effective response to 
piracy is really an issue of information and you need a land-
based response. We have a command-and-control center 
which provides that information fusion center for a maritime 
picture. We’ve offered that [to] different players. That’s 
coming along fairly well. 

Q. Does the U.S. misinterpret China’s military 
expansion? What would you like to see Washington 
policymakers do before reacting to this? 

A. I would not want to comment or teach the U.S. how to 
assess the modernization efforts of other countries. As 
countries grow, it’s usual for them to modernize their 
militaries. While that’s to be expected, I think China has 
articulated and assured others that it wants to play a 
constructive role and continues to want to seek stability in the 
Asia-Pacific. That’s welcome and that’s what we need to aim 
for. 

But we want to go beyond just words, and that’s where 
Singapore feels, along with the other ASEAN defense 
ministers, that we have to work toward building mutual 
understanding, capacity and confidence through mil-to-mil 
relations. Because if you don’t, there’s always a risk of 
misunderstanding and miscalculation, especially when there’s 
a perception that countries are spending more, investing larger 
amounts than usual, in terms of their military modernization. 
Modernization is expected, but it would be wise for individual 
countries to work toward enhancing military-to-military 
relations as a form of assurance. 

Q. How is the new U.S. defense strategy being received 
in Asia? 

A. Singapore welcomes the renewed commitment of the 
U.S. to be engaged in Asia. It flows on from our belief that the 
U.S. presence in the region has been a critical force of 
stability. We would encourage the U.S. and other stakeholders 
to work within the security architecture, the ADMM-Plus, to 
build confidence and to improve military-to-military relations. 

Return to Index 
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17. U.K., Japan To Jointly Develop Arms 
(DEFENSE NEWS 09 APR 12) ... Andrew Chuter and Paul Kallender-Umezu 

LONDON and TOKYO — Just four months after Japan 
announced a ground-breaking relaxation of restrictions on the 
development of defense equipment with foreign partners, 
Tokyo is taking its first steps toward a deal with the British 
government. 

Japan is expected to sign a memorandum of 
understanding covering future partnering in the defense and 
research sector with the British as part of a planned April 10 
summit meeting between Japanese Prime Minister Yoshihiko 
Noda and his counterpart, David Cameron. 

The Japanese have teamed with the U.S. for years on joint 
defense programs covering areas such as missile defense. But 
for half a century, it has banned cooperation with anybody 
else. 

That changed last December, when the Japanese 
government said it would lift its ban on the joint development 
or production of defense equipment with international 
partners. 

Sources in London said it may take another nine months 
or so before there is a firm agreement in place. 

A U.S. defense industry executive, however, warned 
against expecting rapid progress on joint development with the 
Japanese if the U.S. experience is anything to go by. 

“The Japanese have been discussing development for 
years with the U.S.,” he said. “The concrete progress has been 
glacial by U.S. standards, but the rules have changed, and the 
financial environment is such that Japanese industry knows 
they need to cooperate to advance, or in some cases, probably 
to survive.” 

Ahead of the April 10 meeting, Japanese Defense 
Ministry spokesman Takaaki Ohno confirmed that senior 
ministry officials will meet British counterparts as part of the 
high-level diplomatic exchange between the two countries. 
But while defense cooperation and joint development 
programs are on the agenda, he said, no specific details had 
been decided yet. 

A British Ministry of Defence spokesperson said, “The 
U.K. will continue to work with the Japanese MoD to identify 
the best opportunities for our defense industries to cooperate 
on equipment projects following the announcement of changes 
to the Japanese policy on overseas transfer of defense 
equipment.” 

Previous media speculation in Japan said that three or 
four joint development programs were being discussed, 
including possible work in the artillery sector. 

Shinichi Kiyotani, a Japan-based defense analyst, said he 
didn’t expect any major announcements to come from the 
April 10 meeting, and that any Anglo-Japanese defense 
cooperation would start slowly, perhaps with deals to 
cooperate on subsystems development. 

Two areas might be mine detection and clearing, where 
the U.K. and Japan have complementary technology, as well 
as nuclear, biological and chemical (NBC) suits, he said. 

Recent U.K. government export licensing applications 
show the British already provide components for the NBC 
market in Japan. There may also be cooperation in field 
artillery, with Japan’s Ground Self-Defense Forces interested 

in BAE Systems’ Global Combat Systems M777 howitzer, he 
said. 

BAE is the world leader in lightweight 155mm howitzer 
systems, with customers in the U.S. and elsewhere. 

Tony Ennis, president of North East Asia for BAE 
Systems, said, “Should such [an intergovernmental] 
framework be agreed to in the future, we would view it as an 
excellent initiative which would help us continue building on 
our established presence in Japan and explore new 
opportunities.” 

The biggest British defense export to Japan in recent 
times was the sale of 14 AgustaWestland AW101 helicopters 
to the Japanese Maritime Self-Defense Force. 

Local AW101 builder Kawasaki has delivered half of the 
order so far. 

Ohno said the April 10 meeting with the British could be 
seen in the context of last year’s partial relaxation of Japan’s 
three principles on exporting arms, under which the export of 
weapons and related technologies had been essentially banned. 

“The U.K. is a potential partner because our policy is that 
partner countries are ones that are able to cooperate with us as 
allies, and the U.K. is a member of NATO,” Ohno said. 

Looking For Alternatives? 
Several Japan-based sources characterized the talks as 

part of a growing and genuine interest in forging defense 
cooperation with the U.K., partly because Japan could now do 
it, and partly because of a feeling that Tokyo needs to 
compensate the British for Japan’s controversial decision to 
purchase Lockheed Martin F-35 Joint Strike Fighters over the 
Eurofighter Typhoon to replace Japan’s aging Mitsubishi F-
4EJ Kai Phantoms. 

Tim Huxley, the International Institute for Strategic 
Studies-Asia executive director, said the Japanese may have 
other motives for broadening their defense partnership base 
beyond the U.S. 

“The Japanese may want alternatives to reliance on the 
U.S. for defense-industrial collaboration,” he said. 
“Partnership with the U.K., and probably also other friendly 
states with advanced defense-industrial capabilities, such as 
France and maybe Australia, offers a way of ‘keeping the 
Americans honest,’” he said. 

The partnership approach also has benefits for the British. 
With government defense research and technology spending 
on the floor in Britain, the Ministry of Defence has been 
looking for foreign partnerships to offset the decline. 

Late last year, Britain signed a defense research 
agreement with India covering advanced explosives, UAVs 
and other sectors. 

“From the British government perspective, collaboration 
with Asian partners provides an opportunity to broaden 
defense-industrial collaboration beyond Europe, where 
cooperation other than at the bilateral Anglo-French level has 
virtually become anathema for the Conservatives,” Huxley 
said. 

The Tokyo summit is part of Cameron’s three-country 
swing through Asia, which also will take him to Malaysia and 
Indonesia. 
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He is expected to emphasize Britain’s continuing 
commitment to support of the Eurofighter Typhoon program 
ahead of a decision by the Malaysians on the procurement of a 
new combat jet. 

A number of defense deals with the Malaysians also could 
be announced. And the visit to Indonesia could see a defense 
pact signed by the two countries. 
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18. Iranian Officials Send Mixed Signals As Nuclear Talks Near Resumption 
(NEW YORK TIMES 10 APR 12) ... Alan Cowell 

LONDON — A senior Iranian official hinted on Monday 
that Iran would consider limits on its home-grown stockpile of 
enriched uranium, offering what seemed a modest 
compromise to partly meet Western concerns ahead of the 
planned resumption this week of nuclear talks with a group of 
six global powers. 

The senior official, Ferydoon Abbasi, the head of the 
Iranian Atomic Energy Organization, was quoted by Iranian 
news agencies as saying that Iran was prepared to enrich 
uranium to a maximum 20 percent purity just to meet the 
needs for a medical research reactor. 

Mr. Abbasi was further quoted as saying that other 
uranium enrichment activities would be restricted to much 
lower levels of purity needed to fuel power generation 
reactors. 

But in what appeared to be another set of mixed signals 
from Iran ahead of the talks, another high-ranking figure, 
Foreign Minister Ali Akbar Salehi, said Iran would not accept 
preconditions. Iranian news agencies quoted him as saying, 
“Setting conditions before the meeting means drawing 
conclusions, which is completely meaningless, and none of the 
parties will accept conditions set before the talks.” 

The apparent difference in tone between the remarks of 
Mr. Abbasi and Mr. Salehi seemed to reflect continued debate 
among the Iranian elite over the handling of the planned 
negotiations. But it was not immediately clear whether the 
mixed signals represented a deliberate strategy. 

The talks, taking place as Iran faces a tightening noose of 
economic sanctions that include a European oil embargo 
coming into force in July, are set to begin in Istanbul this 
week. 

The reports followed days of confusing signals from Iran 
that at one stage looked like a derailing of the negotiations. 
Even on Monday, disputes seemed to persist over the date, 
with the Iranian news media speaking of talks on Friday and a 
European Union official saying they would take place on 
Saturday. Other reports had said the talks, which would 
resume those suspended in January 2011 after a deadlock, 
would span both days. 

The talks bring together Iran and the five permanent 
members of the United Nations Security Council — the 
United States, Britain, China, France and Russia — along with 
Germany, the so-called P5-plus-1 countries. 

American and European diplomats said one demand from 
the Obama administration and its allies would be a halt in the 
production of uranium fuel that is considered just a few steps 
from bomb grade, and the transfer of existing stockpiles of 
that fuel out of the country. 

Western powers would also lay out opening demands for 
the immediate closing and ultimate dismantling of a recently 
completed nuclear facility deep under a mountain, known as 
Fordo, near the holy city of Qum, the diplomats said. Mr. 
Abbasi did not refer to that demand. 

The official Islamic Republic News Agency quoted him 
as telling a television station that Tehran “does not require to 
enrich uranium higher than 20 percent” — possibly a 
reference to Western concerns that, by processing uranium to 
that level of purity, Iran has taken an important technological 
step toward enriching to levels of more than 90 percent needed 
for a nuclear weapon. 

But, he said, Iran had “decided to improve its 
capabilities” in producing 20-percent-enriched uranium. He 
did not specify how. 

So far Iran has produced only about 100 kilograms of 20-
percent-enriched uranium — less than required to produce a 
single nuclear weapon — but it has announced plans to 
increase production sharply in coming months. 

Iran maintains that uranium enriched to 20 percent purity 
is needed to replenish a small nuclear reactor in Tehran used 
to make medical isotopes. Iranian officials have said in recent 
months, however, that they plan to produce more of the fuel 
enriched to 20 percent purity than is needed for the reactor. 

“They have now produced nearly enough 20 percent to 
fuel the Tehran research reactor for the next 20 years,” one 
diplomat in Europe who closely follows the agency’s work in 
Iran said in February. 

Iran has insisted that its nuclear program is for peaceful 
purposes, while Western leaders say they suspect that Tehran 
is seeking the capability to build nuclear weapons. 

The dispute over the location of the talks centered on 
Iranian concerns that Istanbul is not a neutral site. Tehran was 
said to regard Istanbul as compromised because of Turkey’s 
stance on the crisis in Syria, Iran’s closest regional ally, and 
Turkey’s support for a NATO shield to block Iranian missiles. 
Iran had suggested other locations, including Baghdad and 
Beijing. 

But “after weeks of debates, Iran and the six world 
powers agreed to attend a first meeting in Istanbul,” the 
semiofficial Fars news agency reported on Sunday, and would 
hold a second round of talks in Baghdad if progress was made 
in the initial negotiations. 

President Obama has advocated tough sanctions and 
negotiations as a strategy to pressure Iran, but has not ruled 
out any option. More hawkish figures in Washington and 
Israel have suggested that the only way to thwart what they 
consider Iran’s ambition to achieve nuclear weapons 
capability is through an attack on its suspected nuclear sites. 
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19. Syria Fight Spills Over Borders 
Shots Kill, Injure Civilians in Turkey and Lebanon, Jeopardizing Cease-Fire Plan 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 10 APR 12) ... Joe Parkinson and Maria Abi-Habib 

ISTANBUL—Fierce fighting in Syria poured over two 
borders on Monday, all but dashing hopes for a United 
Nations-backed peace plan and spotlighting the conflict's 
potential to ensnare neighboring states. 

Clashes between Syrian soldiers and rebel fighters along 
Syria's border with Turkey wounded at least four people, 
including two Turkish officials, when Syrian bullets hit a 
Turkish refugee camp, authorities said. Two Syrians died and 
21 were injured in related conflicts on the border, close to the 
camp. 

Hours later, a cameraman for a Lebanese TV station was 
shot dead by Syrian troops while he worked in northern 
Lebanon near the border with Syria, said Lebanon's prime 
minister, Najib Mikati. 

The U.S. said it was "absolutely outraged" by the cross-
border attacks. Turkey condemned Monday's clashes and said 
Tuesday's deadline for Syria to withdraw troops from cities 
and towns was now "void." Mr. Mikati called for the 
prosecution of those responsible. 

The grim news appeared to throw international diplomatic 
efforts to solve the bloody crisis further into disarray, with 
analysts predicting Syria's near certain failure to meet 
Tuesday's U.N.-imposed deadline. A full cease-fire was 
scheduled to begin Thursday. 

That action was part of a six-point plan by Kofi Annan, 
the U.N.-Arab League envoy to Syria, for breaking the 
deadlock. 

The plan had already appeared to stall on Sunday after 
Syria's president, Bashar al-Assad, demanded a new condition 
that wasn't in the Annan plan: written pledges that "armed 
groups" first lay down their weapons. They swiftly refused. 

The cross-border clashes came amid reports of new 
attacks on cities across Syria which left more than 100 dead on 
Monday, including more than 30 in Hama city, said activists. 

In the Turkish incident, shots fired from Syrian troops 
penetrated the perimeter of the camp at the border town of 
Kilis, in the first such cross-border event. 

Scores of Syrians ran out of the camp at Kilis to come to 
the aid of refugees being fired upon as they attempted to cross 
the border in an area which had seen clashes that morning, 
Turkey's foreign ministry said. In the ensuing melee, shots 
were fired which went into the camp, wounding five. Other 
shots killed two and wounded 21 Syrians outside the camp, the 
ministry said. 

Turkish television showed chaotic scenes of men ripping 
holes in the corrugated iron walls of the camp and running 
toward the border, while others clambered onto observation 
towers to try to survey the scene. 

Turkey's foreign ministry summoned Syria's chargé 
d'affaires in Ankara to demand troops stop shooting. 

State Department spokeswoman Victoria Nuland said the 
acts were "just another indication that the Assad regime does 
not seem at all willing to meet the commitments that it made 
to Kofi Annan." 

U.S. officials were mum on what they would do next, 
other than await the deadline and confer with allies. Ms. 
Nuland suggested Syria's actions could prompt Turkey to 

invoke the mutual defense provisions of the North Atlantic 
Treaty Organization. Turkey didn't comment on that. 

White House press secretary Jay Carney expressed 
pessimism that the Annan plan would hold, but said the 
administration's opposition to arming the opposition hasn't 
changed. "We do not believe it's at this time the right approach 
because the further militarization there would potentially have 
negative consequences," Mr. Carney said. 

The Obama administration announced this month that it 
would share communications equipment with the Syrian 
opposition. U.S. officials have also said Washington might 
pass intelligence to Syrian fighters. 

U.N. Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon said he "deplores 
today's fatal cross-border shootings from Syria into Turkey," 
and demanded that Damascus "immediately cease all military 
actions against civilians and fulfill all of its commitments" 
made to Mr. Annan. 

Many Western nations have expressed skepticism about 
Mr. Assad's readiness to implement Mr. Annan's plan. But the 
Western governments that dominate the Friends of Syria 
group this month agreed to support the plan given Moscow's 
support for Mr. Assad and the apparent lack of appetite for 
intervention. 

Analysts said that a collapse of the Annan plan, sponsored 
by the Arab League as well as the U.N., would likely see 
Western and Arab governments return to the U.N. Security 
Council to broker a tougher Syria resolution. 

But there are few signs that Russia or China—which have 
both vetoed two Western-backed resolutions at the Security 
Council—would reverse their opposition to censuring or 
sanctioning the Assad regime. 

China on Monday reiterated its call for all sides to 
implement the U.N. plan, including "troop withdrawal 
promises." Syrian Foreign Minister Walid Moualem flew to 
Moscow on Monday, where Russia's deputy foreign minister 
said the Kremlin was "working actively with Damascus in 
order to begin a political settlement process in [Syria]," 
according to the state news agency. 

The potential for a replay of the diplomatic logjam which 
has frustrated efforts to strengthen measures against Damascus 
at the U.N. could throw the spotlight onto Turkey, analysts 
said. 

Ankara has long said it is considering, among other 
options, setting up a "safe" or "buffer" zone along the border 
with Syria, although ministers have repeatedly sought to stress 
that the prospect remains some way off. 

But in recent days, Ankara has said it might have to act to 
prevent a humanitarian disaster in the event of a flood of 
refugees, massacres of civilians by Syrian troops near its 
border or an incident creating a "risk to national security." 

Fleeing Syrians have been mainly housed in Turkey's 
southern provinces of Kilis, Gaziantep and Hatay. Ankara has 
ordered more accommodation constructed in Sanliurfa 
province. 

Monday's attacks come as Turkey has seen a record influx 
of refugees and could lead to a hardening of its position. 
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"What will be important is whether this will remain as an 
isolated incident or whether this will be part of a recurring 
security risk," said Sinan Ulgen, a former Turkish diplomat 
now at the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace. "If 
Assad does not deliver, then this incident will allow Turkish 
policy makers to increase their anti-Assad rhetoric and to try 
to convince the international community to be more assertive 
toward the Assad regime," he said. 

Ms. Nuland said she "would not be surprised" if Turkish 
officials raised the issue of the cross-border shooting with 
NATO allies, but added she did not know whether it would 
fall under the treaty's collective defense article. The Sept. 11 
attacks marked the first and only time NATO ever invoked the 
mutual defense provision. 

Turkish officials say they are increasingly worried. 
Turkish Foreign Minister Ahmet Davutoglu on Friday called 
on the international community to take "solid steps" to prevent 
attacks on civilians. "If the number of immigrants continues to 
rise, then the U.N. and some other countries should also step 
in," he told reporters in Ankara. 

Lebanon has seen several incursions of the Syrian military 
since the start of the uprising, though Monday's death is 
thought to be the first time a member of the media has been 
killed there. But Monday's incidents inside Turkish territory 
are likely to underline the government's concern that Syria's 
bloody uprising could again spill across their border with 
Syria. 
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20. Russian Warship Patrols Syrian Waters 
(RIA NOVOSTI 09 APR 12) ... Gennady Dyanov 

MOSCOW -- A Russian guided-missile destroyer that 
called in the Syrian port of Tartus last week left it to carry out 
unspecified tasks near the country’s shores, a military-
diplomatic source said on Monday. 

The Smetlivy (“Sharp”) will stay in eastern 
Mediterranean until early May, the source said. He did not 
elaborate on the tasks set for the ship. 

The Russian Navy has repeatedly said that it wants its 
ships on constant patrol in the region, which is considered an 
area of responsibility of the Russian Black Sea Fleet. 

The United States, the United Kingdom, France and 
Germany are some of the countries that have their military 
ships currently patrolling waters around Syria. 

The Soviet Union used to keep a fleet of up to 50 ships on 
patrol in the Mediterranean. Tartus still houses a supply base 
of the Russian Navy established in Soviet times. 

A Russian naval task force led by the Admiral Kuznetsov 
aircraft carrier called in Tartus in January. The move was seen 
by many analysts as a show of support for the Syrian President 
Bashar al-Assad, who is struggling to contain rising domestic 
insurgency while battling diplomatic pressure from the West 
and countries of the Persian Gulf. 
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21. IDF Considering Interceptors For Sea-Based Gas Platforms 
(JERUSALEM POST 10 APR 12) ... Yaakov Katz 

The IDF is considering the deployment of missile 
interceptors on gas rigs that Israeli companies plan to 
construct in the eastern Mediterranean Sea in the coming 
years, The Jerusalem Post has learned. 

Israel’s concern is that Hezbollah will try to attack the 
platforms with anti-ship missiles or explosives-laden vessels. 

The navy is particularly concerned about Syria’s recent 
purchase of the Russian Yakhont anti-ship missile, which 
could be transferred to Hezbollah and used to target the gas 
rigs. Syria already tested the Yakhont in recent maneuvers. 
The weapon is said to be a sophisticated missile with a range 
of about 300 km. 

Last February, the navy seized an Iranian arms ship 
whose cargo, Israel said, was destined for Islamic Jihad. The 
vessel was carrying six Iranian Nasr-1 radarguided anti-ship 
missiles. 

The navy has yet to decide which type of missile defense 
system it would deploy on the gas rigs, but the two options 
under consideration are David’s Sling, which Israel is 
developing for use against medium-range rockets and cruise 
missiles, as well as the Barak-8, which protects large navy 
vessels against anti-ship missiles. 

The navy has already increased its patrols in the 
Mediterranean and is also using unmanned aerial vehicles 
(UAVs) to increase the range of its surveillance. It currently 
operates Israel Aerospace Industries’s Heron UAV, which 

comes with a special electro-optic payload for maritime 
operations. 

Until now, the navy has focused on protecting Israel’s sea 
lines of communication (SLOC), which span the length of the 
Mediterranean and around the Magreb region of North Africa. 
Some 99 percent of all goods arriving in the country come by 
sea, including security-related supplies and military hardware. 

“The area we will need to protect at sea will significantly 
increase with the construction of the new gas rigs,” a senior 
naval officer said. 

“We are also very concerned with the military buildup in 
the region, which is seeing an increase in sophisticated 
weapons systems like anti-ship missiles.” 

In addition, the navy is in talks with the Defense Ministry 
about the need for four new vessels to more effectively cover 
its new area of operations. It is seeking a larger platform than 
the Sa’ar 5-class corvettes it operates. 

The vessel will have to accommodate an advanced radar 
system, a helicopter and a launch system capable of firing 
long-range air defense and surface-to-surface missiles. 

The navy has also informed the energy companies that it 
will need to install radars on the gas rigs, and the government 
is considering ordering the companies to help finance some of 
the cost. 

In February, the Defense Ministry and navy ordered the 
Israel Electric Corporation to bolster security around a natural 
gas buoy that is being built off the coast of Hadera. The buoy 
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will enable Israel to import natural gas in place of Egyptian 
gas, which has come to a near standstill since the revolution in 

Egypt last year. 
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22. Can You Tell What It Is Yet? The Biggest And Most Powerful Royal Navy Warship Starts To Take 
Shape 

(LONDON DAILY MAIL (UK) 09 APR 12) ... Rick Dewsbury 
It's a sight that will strike fear into the heart of her 

enemies. 
Towering among the grey clouds, HMS Queen Elizabeth 

cuts a intimidating figure as she comes one step closer to 
being let loose on the seas. 

Two massive sections of the 'largest and most powerful 
Royal Navy warship' ever built were joined together today as 
Britain continues its tradition of naval prowess. 

Workers took 90 minutes to move a 4,087-tonne section 
of the aircraft carrier's hull 328ft (100m) using 132 remote-
controlled transporters. They then joined it to another section 
of the ship at BAE Systems’ Govan Shipyard in Glasgow. 

Engineers will now spend the next week ensuring that the 
sections are perfectly aligned before welding them together 
into a 263ft (80m) long, 11,500-tonne section. 

Project director Steven Carroll said today marked a 'major 
milestone' in the construction. 

He said: 'It’s the largest and most powerful warships 
we’ve ever built for the Royal Navy. 

'They are 65,000 tonnes, so about three times the size of 
our present ‘invincible’ class and these ships will be the 
flagships for the nation for years to come. 

'It’s another chapter in a rich history of ship-building on 
the Clyde and it’s a major engineering endeavour and one that 
we should be proud of as a nation that we can deliver major 
and complex programmes in the way that we are at the 
moment.' 

Mr. Carroll said up to 14,000 people are working on the 
project in terms of the construction, design and manufacturing 
and supply of materials. 

The hull section in Glasgow, which will house two engine 
rooms, a medical area and accommodation, will now be fitted 
out before being transported to Rosyth in the autumn to join 
up with the other sections of the ship which have been 
constructed in Portsmouth. 

The ship is due to be completed by 2016, with another 
aircraft carrier, HMS Prince of Wales, following later. HMS 
Queen Elizabeth will be the first to enter service. 

The ships are being delivered by the Aircraft Carrier 
Alliance, a partnership between BAE Systems, Thales UK, 
Babcock and the Ministry of Defence. 

Each of the carriers will be utilised by all three sectors of 
the Armed Forces and will provide a four-acre operating base 
which can be deployed worldwide, and will be able to be used 
in battle and to provide humanitarian aid and disaster relief. 

The decommissioning of former Royal Navy flagship 
HMS Ark Royal last year and the conversion of HMS 
Illustrious into a helicopter carrier means the UK will have no 
fixed-wing carrier aircraft capability until 2020 - when HMS 
Queen Elizabeth should be ready for active service. 

Under the Strategic Defence and Security Review plans 
set out in October 2010, it was announced that the new 

carriers will operate a cheaper Joint Strike Fighter, rather than 
the short take-off, vertical-landing (STOVL) version originally 
planned. 

In December the Commons Public Accounts Committee 
criticised the Ministry of Defence, saying the full costs of 
scaling back Britain's aircraft carrier programme were still not 
fully understood by the Government more than a year after the 
changes were made. 

Today, Labour MP Ian Davidson, who represents 
Glasgow South West, including Govan, praised the workers 
involved in the construction of the ship. 

He said: 'The giant hull sections are awe-inspiring and 
testament to the skill and commitment to the incredible 
workforce on the Clyde. 

'For generations, the Clyde yards have built the most 
incredible Navy ships and the carriers will be the largest and 
most advanced ever built. 

'I want to pay tribute to all those involved whose work 
does our country proud. 

'We have to make sure these are not the last ships built on 
the Clyde, and we have to keep winning orders. 

'The Royal Navy order book sustains shipbuilding on the 
Clyde and anything that damages that damages Scotland.' 

The ships escaped the axe in the defence review despite 
massive cuts elsewhere in the Ministry of Defence budget. 

Last year it emerged that the carriers will eventually cost 
between '£1bn and £2bn' more than anticipated when the 
Strategic Defence and Security Review was carried out last 
year, the BBC revealed. The original cost was expected to be 
£5.2billion but the new figure is likely to be around £7bn. 

The government agreed to go-ahead with building the 
new vessels after they realised it would be more expensive to 
cancel them than to continue. 

A spokesman for the Ministry of Defence said last year 
that the final costs were 'yet to be agreed'. 

'The conversion of the Queen Elizabeth Class, announced 
in the SDSR, will allow us to operate the carrier variant of the 
Joint Strike Fighter that carries a greater payload, has a longer 
range and is cheaper to purchase,' he said. 

'This will give our new carriers, which will be in service 
for 50 years, greater capability and inter-operability with our 
allies. 

'Final costs are yet to be agreed and detailed work is 
ongoing. We expect to take firm decisions in late 2012.' 

The two new ships will replace the invincible class 
consisting of HMS Invincible, HMS Illustrious and HMS Ark 
Royal. 

Invincible was put into storage in 2005 while Ark Royal 
was put up for sale on an government internet auction site and 
Illustrious will be taken out of service in 2014. 

View Gallery (8 Photos) 
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23. Chile Navy Rescues Four From Antarctic Ship 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 09 APR 12) 

SANTIAGO — Four Brazilians filming a documentary 
off the Antarctic coast were rescued by the Chilean navy after 
their ship became stuck in the ice, Chilean media said 
Monday. 

Officials told the daily El Mercurio that the four 
Brazilians were safe and sound after their vessel Mar Sem Fim 
(Endless Sea) was trapped in icy, windy conditions near the 
Chilean Antarctic naval base. 

The boat capsized in 100-kilometer (60 mile) per hour 
winds on Saturday near the Chilean base, about 1,200 
kilometers (750 miles) south of tip of South America, said the 
head of Chilean base in Antarctica, Eduardo Rubilar. 

The ship was carrying four Brazilians filming on a 
documentary about navigation and the landscape of 
Antarctica. 

Joao Lara, journalist and leader of the Brazilian 
expedition, praised the navy for the "risky maneuver" and said 
"they handled the situation in a controlled manner when the 
wind was very strong." 

The Brazilians were taken to the southern Chilean port of 
Punta Arenas. 

Chilean officials said it will monitor the area for a 
possible oil leak and will attempt to refloat the vessel in the 
summer season. 
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24. New Bonus Rules Cost Skippers, NFOs 
Intel community also losing out 
(NAVY TIMES 16 APR 12) ... Sam Fellman 

With retention surging, the Navy is tweaking officer 
bonuses — and ship captains are among the big losers. 

Senior surface warfare officer bonuses will vanish by 
October, according to Navy budget materials, which show 
bonuses for intelligence officers being phased out over the 
next four years and a decline in some naval flight officer 
payouts. 

These changes come as part of the Navy’s routine reviews 
of bonuses and special pay, which personnel officials tailor to 
meet retention targets. 

“This process ensures that we have the right number of 
officers with the right skills,” Sharon Anderson, a 
spokeswoman for the chief of naval personnel, said in an 
email. “The [fiscal year 2013] budget is a reflection of this 
process and of the needs of specific officer communities.” A 
majority of the cuts to special and incentive pays and bonuses 
are decreases in “future year anniversary payments 
obligations,” which have been the result of the ongoing bonus 
reviews, Anderson said. 

Anderson declined to comment specifically on any of the 
bonus cuts in the budget request, which was released in 
February; the chief of naval personnel declined an interview 
request. 

Although personnel officials are reticent to discuss yet-to-
be unveiled policies, the budget documents offer a sneak peek 
at the biggest bonus cuts: 

Senior Surface Warfare Officer Critical Skills 
Retention Bonus. 

First launched in 2004 to retain SWO O-5s and O-6s, this 
bonus will go away starting in fiscal 2013, which begins Oct. 
1. There are 136 officers receiving a total of $1.6 million 
under this program in fiscal 2012, documents show. Eligible 
O-5s had received $12,000 per year and O-6s $10,000 per 
year, according to the Navy Personnel Command website. 

Post-Department Head SWO CSRB. 
Eligible O-4s can receive $46,000 over three years. The 

number of recipients is planned to drop by 44 next year, down 
to 473 officers, yielding $552,000 in savings. 

Intelligence Officer CSRB. 
This incentive for midcareer officers has been worth up to 

$200,000 over a career. This fiscal year, 179 intel officers are 
receiving a total of $895,000 in CSRB pay, according to 
budget materials. That drops to 100 officers in fiscal 2013 and 
49 officers in fiscal 2014 before disappearing the following 
year. 

Nurse Accession Bonus. 
The accession bonus for nurses will rise to $30,000 next 

year. But 40 fewer bonuses are scheduled, budget documents 
show. Cuts will amount to $1.1 million. 

Flight Officer Aviation Career Continuation Pay. 
Thirty-nine fewer naval flight officers are slated to 

receive anniversary pay installments; the average payout will 
drop $1,650 to $14,311. Cuts will save an estimated $622,000. 
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25. Digital Divide 
Long waits for Internet access stress Sailors at sea, families 
(NAVY TIMES 16 APR 12) ... Joshua Stewart 

A BOARD THE CARRIER ENTERPRISE — In a room 
about half the size of a tennis court, half a dozen Sailors are 
waiting for a seat to open up at one of 30 computers lining the 
bulkheads. 

With a library next door, it’s like a high school media 
center, only the patrons are a few years older than the typical 
student and wearing Navy working uniforms. 

This particular day wasn’t that busy — Sailors waited a 
few minutes or so to log on and check their email, write home, 
look at their bank accounts, catch up on the news and scan 
Facebook. 

“The biggest thing is social networks and email,” said 
Aviation Boatswain’s Mate 2nd Class (SW) Jose Santiago, 
who was running the media center that day in January. 
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While Sailors have a list of things they need to do online, 
they have one challenge to negotiate: They’re working on the 
equivalent of a dial-up network. Carriers and other ships have 
plenty of broadband access, but a large portion of it is devoted 
to the ship’s war-fighting capability. What’s left is used by the 
5,000 Sailors onboard for their personal business and 
recreation, and given the number of users online at any 
moment, it’s a particularly slow connection. More than ever 
before, Sailors are in close contact with their friends and 
family back home. They’re able to be a part of decisions as 
simple as what type of shoes to buy their kids and as serious as 
how to care for a sick loved one — issues Sailors couldn’t 
help with in the pre-digital Navy, when infrequently delivered 
snail mail was the only tether to home. 

That creates a new type of stress when Sailors, 
particularly younger ones who grew up with high-speed 
Internet and later had smart phones in their hip pockets, go to 
sea. For years, they’ve always been able to shoot a quick email 
or text message, check up on friends on Facebook or track 
them on Twitter. But when they go to sea and these channels 
are choked — or, in some cases, severed — it can stress out 
the Sailor and loved ones back home who have grown 
accustomed to having a digital pipeline. 

“They’re very used to having everything at their fingertips 
instantly,” said Cmdr. John Owen, command chaplain on 
Enterprise. “It’s like a blankie, they really can’t stand to be 
without it.” It’s an issue that’s particular to the Navy. Many 
deployed soldiers, Marines and airmen — even in Afghanistan 
— carry smart phones that allow them continuous access to 
loved ones, along with access to Internet cafes at forward 
operating bases with fast connections that support Skype or 
streaming video. Furthermore, depending on location, they can 
purchase access through a local Internet service provider, 
allowing them to use their own laptops or tablet computers 
and access websites that are blocked on government networks. 

“Generally, if it’s a military provided satellite service, or 
military contracted, it’s generally pretty quick and soldiers can 
Skype and email and chat,” said Army Capt. Royal Reff, 
spokesman for the Germany-based 170th Infantry Brigade 
Combat Team, which recently completed a deployment to 
Afghanistan. 

Reff and other public affairs officers say commanders 
generally allow soldiers, airmen and Marines in Afghanistan 
access to local phone and data networks, but there are 
concerns that the benefits of keeping in touch with families 
back home might cause security problems. 

In a March 7 story on its website, for example, the Army 
warned soldiers that geotagging in photos posted to social 
media — which allows viewers to see where the picture was 
taken — could help enemy forces organize attacks on 
deployed units. The story instructed soldiers to disable the 
feature on their smart phones. 

Limits At Sea 
While it would likely boost morale, the Navy can’t create 

a high-speed Internet connection that never drops — the ship’s 
mission, engineering limitations and budget constraints 
prohibit it. 

Exactly what a Sailor at sea can and can’t do online at any 
given moment depends on several issues. 

First is the ship’s mission — everything related to it that 
requires Internet access gets first dibs. From there, the ship 

also considers security and tactical factors — whenever the 
ship sends out messages, it makes it easier for enemies to 
pinpoint and track its position. 

“Sometimes, off-ship communications are limited due to 
operational mission requirements so only email is allowed 
through. At other times, for example when the ship needs to be 
stealthy, no off-ship communications or other electromagnetic 
radiation is allowed at all,” said Neal Miller, deputy chief 
information officer/mission assurance for Fleet Cyber 
Command. 

Beyond that, the commanding officer is effectively the 
baron of the Internet, sometimes cutting off access entirely or 
limiting access to high-band websites. 

From there, Sailors can use the Internet for personal use, 
whether it’s email, online classes, banking or talking with their 
detailer to figure out their next set of orders. They can use 
social networks like Facebook, as well as YouTube and other 
data-heavy streaming video sites. 

“When the paths are not fully used for mission, they will 
tend to be filled up by other purposes,” Miller said. 

It’s not practical to install a giant Internet pipeline on 
ships that would give Sailors the ability to use the Internet and 
all of its offerings at incredibly fast speeds; it’s a limitation of 
physics and finances, he said. 

“Simply put, when Navy ships, aircraft, submarines and 
expeditionary forces deploy, there isn’t a fiber-optic tether that 
follows them,” Miller said. 

That means the Navy must use commercial and military 
communication satellites. And there are limits. Ships must 
contend with pitch and roll while at sea, and accommodating 
those movements to create a better Internet connection adds 
weight to the vessel, takes up space and makes the entire ship 
more technologically complex. Beyond that, satellites aren’t 
always in clear sight, which means there is no way to relay a 
communication signal. And the Navy won’t buy beefier 
bandwidth because it’s not economically prudent, Miller said. 

“Satellite bandwidth isn’t free, and we must be good 
stewards of taxpayer dollars,” he said. 

There have been some steps to improve the user 
experience without adding more bandwidth. Some aircraft 
carriers have created Web user groups, or WUGs, to give 
Sailors faster Internet access for their personal use. WUGs 
divide the ship’s Sailors into different shifts, each with its own 
time slot for going online, helping to eliminate the Internet-
access version of rush hour. With Internet usage spread 
throughout the day, the limited bandwidth isn’t overtaxed, 
which allows Sailors to surf the Web faster. While only 
carriers now use WUGs, some amphibious assault ships may 
implement them, too. 

Some training courses are kept on shipboard servers, 
preventing Sailors from having to download course material 
and take up bandwidth in the process. Furthermore, ships with 
more Sailors onboard have been allocated more bandwidth. 

Digital Withdrawal 
The Navy’s limited access to broadband causes “digital 

withdrawal” among some Sailors, particularly younger ones 
used to being constantly in touch. The service has no official 
approach to handling this problem, but shipboard counselors 
say it’s an increasingly common issue. 
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“We live in an instant gratification type of culture. It’s a 
hard adjustment for a lot of kids,” said Lt. Cmdr. Amarjeet 
Purewal, psychologist on Enterprise. 

And loved ones back at home don’t always understand 
that their Sailor isn’t just a few button presses away. They can 
become frustrated and their emotions make it to the carrier, 
Purewal said. 

It can be particularly harsh when the ship goes into “River 
City,” a period of communication blackout. Purewal said he 
has seen Sailors struggling with a romantic breakup caused by 
spotty or nonexistent Internet access. 

It’s a palpable tension through the ship, said Santiago, the 
Sailor running the media center. 

“When we go to River City, people get mad. Since there’s 
nothing else to do, they try and find other ways to relax,” he 
said. 

From a family perspective, Internet access is an 
“amplifier,” said Capt. Scott Johnston, director of the Naval 
Center for Combat and Operational Stress Control. If a Sailor 
has a strong relationship with loved ones, the regular 
connection makes deployments easier for everyone. If it’s a 
strained relationship, the regular contact adds pressure at home 
and at sea. 

Internet access means some Sailors are able to maintain a 
family role while deployed. They can still, in some way, be a 
part of their home life. The wider support network can be a 
welcome relief valve while underway. 

But constant contact also changes a Sailor’s lifestyle. In 
pre-Internet deployments, Sailors at sea left their family issues 
behind — they could focus on their work. The letters they 
received were weeks old and the information they contained 
was about personal history, Johnston said. 

Now, messages are about the present. In some ways, 
everything about their home lives follows them to sea. 

Johnston said he’s heard of situations where deployed 
Sailors are talking with their spouse over Skype about a 
behavior problem with their child and moments later, the 
spouse will put the child on camera so the Sailor could help 
address the issue. In effect, it’s a tongue-lashing launched 
from the middle of the ocean. And when the long-distance 
parenting ends, Sailors have to return to work mode. 

“Switching from a home role right into a Sailor role while 
deployed can be difficult. That really is a difficult transition to 
make when before you were just talking about history,” 
Johnston said. 

Still, reliance on the Internet — and in some cases, the 
need to stymie digital withdrawal — causes Enterprise Sailors 
to wait as long as 90 minutes for an open computer in the lab. 
On a typical day, as many as 300 Sailors will stop by, most of 
them as soon as they get off watch. 

“You pretty much know everyone — the whole ship 
comes here,” Santiago said. 
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26. New Tricare Restrictions On Referrals Draw Doctors’ Ire 
(NAVY TIMES 16 APR 12) ... Patricia Kime 

A new policy issued by Tricare South contractor Humana 
Military Healthcare Services has some physicians fuming 
about their ability to provide care for patients. Tricare South 
doctors currently can select from any Tricare network 
providers in their area. 

But Humana issued a memo the week of April 2 to its 
Tricare providers stating that a new computer system will 
select referrals for beneficiaries who need specialty care or 
follow-on tests and procedures. 

Physicians will be expected to log on to a Humana 
website that will generate a list of referral providers to choose 
from. 

“Up to five optimal choice providers will display 
automatically for selection based on a geographically sensitive 
and dynamic algorithm accounting for quality, access and 
affordability,” the memo states. 

Dr. David Butler, a family practice physician and Navy 
Reserve captain in Austin, Texas, is outraged by the change. 

“I have been in this town for 14 years, and I have a pretty 
good idea of who’s good and who’s not. And they’re going to 
generate this list from someplace where they don’t know my 
patients or the providers here?” Butler said. 

Tricare spokesman Austin Camacho said the change is 
part of an overall effort to “fashion the delivery of health care 
services focusing on readiness, population health, experience 
of care and per-capita cost. 

“We are providing choices of specialists who are 
accessible and affordable to beneficiaries with a web-based 

methodology that improves efficiency of the entire process,” 
Camacho said April 5. 

But Butler calls it medically unethical. “It flies in the face 
of ethics and proper medical care. I have a moral obligation to 
ensure my patients are seen by the most appropriate 
specialist,” he said. 

Camacho said the computer system will include 
specialists who have an “established relationship with the 
beneficiary — for example, was seen in the previous six 
months by the provider.” And beneficiaries “always have the 
option of selecting a different network specialist,” he added. 

But in the Humana memo, the company said selecting a 
provider outside the list “may delay approval of the referral.” 
It also states that referral requests submitted for a provider 
other than those offered by the new system “may not be 
honored.” “Humana Military will, instead, direct to one of the 
optimal choice network providers, unless the request is 
accompanied by acceptable clinician rationale,” subject to 
approval by Humana. 

Tricare allows its regional contractors to oversee referrals. 
The two other Tricare regions have not changed their 

referral selection process, Camacho said. 
Butler said such “extreme oversight” is one of many 

bureaucratic hurdles that dissuade physicians from joining the 
Tricare network. 

“I don’t know, if I wasn’t a military guy, if I was a 
civilian doctor, whether I’d put up with it.” 
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27. Tuition oversight 
DoD looks to curb schools’ aggressive recruiting 
(NAVY TIMES 16 APR 12) ... Andrew Tilghman 

Pentagon officials are rewriting new rules for tuition 
assistance funding to tighten oversight of schools that use 
aggressive marketing to target troops and tap their lucrative 
government education benefits. 

The Pentagon’s first attempt to revise the tuition 
assistance rules was scrapped earlier this year after lawmakers 
complained it failed to address concerns that some schools — 
mainly for-profit, companies offering online-only courses — 
were exploiting troops. 

“The way it was written, it wasn’t really going to solve 
the problem,” said Ryan Gallucci, deputy legislative director 
for the Veterans of Foreign Wars. 

Lawmakers have complained about some schools 
investing heavily in recruiting troops as students but then 
offering little or no support after enrollment and issuing 
degrees that have little value in the job market. 

The new version of the rules will include measures aimed 
at curbing aggressive marketing, said Navy Lt. Cmdr. Kate 
Meadows, a Pentagon spokeswoman. 

For example, schools receiving TA money must promise 
not to offer commissions or bonuses to their recruiters as 
incentives to enroll service members or make “multiple, 
unsolicited phone calls” in an effort to get troops to enroll, 
Meadows said. 

Pentagon officials say the rules will take effect this 
summer. After that, any schools that don’t sign onto the 
formal agreement will be ineligible to receive TA funds, and 
service members will be unable to attend those schools under 
the TA program. 

Current rules allow troops to select any school with a 
basic accreditation and apply for up to $4,500 a year in 
assistance. 

The budget for the TA program has soared in recent 
years, topping $600 million last year, more than triple the 
$192 million spent in 2001. 

Nearly half of that money — about $280 million — went 
to for profit schools, according to Sen. Tom Harkin, D-Iowa, 

chairman of the Senate Health, Education, Labor and Pensions 
Committee. 

Schools typically aren’t allowed to receive more than 90 
percent of their tuition in government paid education benefits. 
But due to a quirk in federal law, service members and their 
TA benefits don’t count toward that limit, making them 
attractive targets for schools that depend heavily on other 
government subsidies. 

Congress has been pressuring the Pentagon to tighten its 
control of TA money for more than two years. 

Top Schools Object 
The Pentagon’s decision to go back to the drawing board 

on a new TA oversight policy also was fueled by objections 
from dozens of top universities about the initial revision. 

Some top schools — including several Ivy League 
colleges and top state university systems — had refused to 
sign onto the new mandatory agreement, which suggested they 
adopt lenient policies on credit transfers and residency 
requirements for military students. 

Credit transfers are important for many troops whose 
academic studies are often interrupted by deployments and 
reassignments. 

But some top schools said the new rules would infringe 
on their own authority to evaluate transfer credits and 
residency requirements. The Pentagon is trying to walk a fine 
line between asserting more oversight over the taxpayer-
funded benefits while not limiting troops’ education options 
with regulations so burdensome that some schools refuse to 
participate in the TA program. 

The second revision of the rules, still being drafted, likely 
will give schools more control over decisions about when to 
grant transfer credits. Many university officials hope the 
rewrite will resolve the dispute. 

“These latest revisions will help ensure that we can get 
everyone, or at least nearly everyone, on board,” said Anne 
Hickey, the American Council on Education’s director of 
government relations, which represents more than 1,600 
colleges and universities. 
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28. Makin Island Sailors, Marines Mark First Half Of Deployment With Half-Marathon 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 09 APR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist Seaman Kory D. Alsberry, USS Makin Island Public Affairs 

USS MAKIN ISLAND, At sea -- Sailors and Marines 
aboard the amphibious assault ship USS Makin Island (LHD 
8) marked the halfway point of the current deployment by 
participating in a half-marathon on the ship's flight deck, April 
7. 

A total of 170 Sailors and Marines participated in the 
Morale, Welfare and Recreation (MWR) "Halfway Half-
Marathon." The run was organized not only to celebrate the 
halfway point of deployment, but also to emphasize the 
importance of staying fit and having fun while deployed. 

"Events like these are a great way to relieve stress and get 
ourselves mentally and physically fit," said Kristen Venoy, 
Makin Island's MWR Fun Boss, who organized the event. "It 
is three hours out of their day that they can pretend they are 
not on a warship in the middle of 5th Fleet. Today we 

celebrated and challenged our bodies against heat, humidity, 
and exhaustion and we conquered 13.1 miles." 

Venoy said the half-marathon was also a way to help 
boost the crew's morale. Sailors and Marines who took part in 
the event agreed. 

"We have a great MWR program on board and they come 
up with so many events to keep morale up," said Hospital 
Corpsman 1st Class Suxuan Le, who ran during in the event. 
"The half-marathon was just another example of their good 
works. I think that this event in particular was a good boost 
because the half-marathon marked our halfway point on this 
deployment." 

After several months at sea, Le said finding different 
ways to break up the daily routine can help Sailors fight 
complacency and daily stress. 
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"Time seems to blur on deployments and every day 
becomes 'Groundhog Day' as we go through our daily 
routine," said Le. "The half-marathon marked time for 
everyone and simultaneously reminded us all to start our 
preparations for the journey home." 

With Secretary of the Navy Ray Mabus announcing the 
"21st Century Sailor and Marine Initiative" last month that 
includes a renewed focus on physical fitness, members of 
Makin Island's crew took notice. 

"Physical fitness is part of the Navy culture, but also an 
important facet to anyone's life," said Le. "I think that a person 
that stays in shape has a healthier lifestyle, habits, and 
emotional and mental health. 

Le said a lot of daily stressors can be alleviated simply by 
having healthy outlets like exercise. 

"I think this was a great stress reliever and one of those 
events that people can look forward to," said Le. "I think after 
today, people will come away with a sense of 
accomplishment, motivation to stay fit, and excitement as we 
embark on the second leg of our journey." 

Sporting and athletic events such as Makin Island's MWR 
half-marathon are expected to play a big role in promoting the 
21st Century Sailor and Marine Initiative. 

The initiative emphasizes five key areas: readiness, 
safety, physical fitness, inclusion and continuum of service. 
Using events such as the marathon to promote a culture of 
fitness makes it not only fun, but all-inclusive as well. Sailors 
and Marines of all ranks and ages took part in the run. 

"I try to maintain a healthy lifestyle every day," said Sgt. 
Miguel Bravo, who also ran during the half-marathon. "We 
can be called on in a moment's notice, so it's important to be 
physically ready at all times. It wasn't hard to participate in the 
half-marathon because my workouts prepare me for things like 
this." 

Fitness is one of the key areas of the 21st Century Sailor 
and Marine initiative which consolidates a set of objectives 
and policies, new and existing, to maximize Sailor and Marine 
personal readiness, build resiliency and hone the most combat-
effective force in the history of the Navy and Marine Corps. 

Makin Island is the first U.S. Navy ship to deploy using a 
hybrid-electric propulsion system. By using this unique 
propulsion system, the Navy expects over the course of the 
ship's lifecycle, to see fuel savings of more than $250 million, 
proving the Navy's commitment to energy awareness and 
conservation. 

This initiative is one of many throughout the Navy and 
Marine Corps that will enable the Department of the Navy to 
achieve the secretary of the Navy's energy goals to improve 
our energy security and efficiency afloat and ashore, increase 
our energy independence and help lead the nation toward a 
clean energy economy. 

Makin Island is the flagship of the Makin Island 
Amphibious Ready Group, currently supporting maritime 
security operations and theater security cooperation efforts in 
the U.S. 5th Fleet area of responsibility. 
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29. Bill Aims To Strengthen Troops' Rights In Child Custody Cases 
(STARS AND STRIPES 10 APR 12) ... Charlie Reed 

YOKOTA AIR BASE, Japan — The House Armed 
Services Committee is trying to drum up Pentagon support for 
a bill that would strengthen servicemembers’ rights in child 
custody disputes. 

The committee has asked Defense Secretary Leon Panetta 
to endorse the Servicemember Family Protection Act, which 
would prevent family court judges from ruling against 
servicemembers in child custody cases based solely on their 
past or future deployments. 

Military parents can get orders any time to serve 
anywhere in the world. They are unavoidably susceptible to 
extended absences from the home, but that alone should not 
disqualify them from being awarded primary custody of their 
children, said the bill’s sponsor, Rep. Mike Turner, R-Ohio. 

“This bill does not provide an advantage to 
servicemembers in a custody case, it just takes away the 
disadvantage,” Turner told Stars and Stripes last week. 

Turner, a member of the armed services committee, first 
introduced the bill in 2008 to help military moms and dads 
who risk losing primary custody of their children while 
deployed. 

The bill has passed the House of Representatives with 
bipartisan support each year since but consistently has failed 
in the Senate, mostly because of past opposition from the 
Defense Department, which has eschewed Turner’s bill in 
favor of pursuing similar legislation through state courts. 

But Panetta’s predecessor, Robert Gates, endorsed the 
Servicemember Family Protection Act last year, signifying an 
about-face at the Pentagon. 

“This view is not widely shared within the (military) legal 
community,” Gates wrote in a letter to Turner in 2011. “But I 
am convinced that the benefits outweigh the concerns.” 

But Gates’ support came too late in the legislative process 
to help overcome Senate opposition, Turner said. 

“We’re hoping that we can get the Pentagon on board 
early so we can get assistance from them with making the case 
to the Senate that this is an issue that needs to be addressed,” 
Turner said in an interview. 

The bill also seeks to extend the definition of a 
deployment to include humanitarian operations and 
unaccompanied overseas tours. It will be negotiated as part of 
the annual defense funding legislative process and has been 
proposed as an amendment to the Servicemembers Civil 
Relief Act, a federal law that gives troops special legal 
privileges in civil court actions while they are deployed. 

Congress in 2008 extended the Relief Act to include child 
custody cases, preventing family courts from permanently 
changing custody orders while a servicemember is deployed. 

But it wasn’t enough, Turner argues. Judges still have the 
ability to permanently deny military parents full-time custody 
rights because of their line of work once they get back to the 
U.S. 

Turner said a typical case plays out like this: A 
servicemember deploys and temporarily loses full-time 
custody of a child to the other parent. That civilian parent then 
persuades the judge to make the ruling permanent based on the 
military parent’s propensity to deploy in the future. 
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The problem is exacerbated when a servicemember 
neglects to consult the other parent about a deployment and 
leaves a child in the care of a step-parent or other family 
member. 

“The non-custodial parent can use that to their advantage 
in making the military parent look averse to communication,” 
Turner said. “It would be in a servicemember’s best interest to 
deal with their child’s other parent prior to a deployment.” 

Stories of troops returning from war to fight new battles 
in family court have been championed by politicians such as 
Turner and highlighted by media outlets, including “The 
Oprah Winfrey Show,” in recent years. 

But tracking the cases has proved difficult, even for the 
Pentagon, which said in a 2010 report that military-related 
custody disputes are not easily searchable in legal databases. 

Despite the lack of statistics, the potential for a military 
parent to lose custody because of their job should be enough to 
justify a federal law, said Eva Slusher, who lost custody of her 
daughter in 2004 when she deployed. It took her two years and 
$25,000 to rectify the situation after a judge ruled that 
Slusher’s military service made her husband a more suitable 
parent. 

She agrees with Turner that deploying troops need to keep 
their exes in the loop when it comes to temporary custody 
arrangements for deployments, even though it didn’t help her 
case. 

“You’re not looking out for the child’s best interest if 
you’re not talking to the biological parent,” Slusher said. 
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FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
30. Navy, Marines Tell Congress They Have No Unfunded Needs 
(DEFENSE DAILY 10 APR 12) ... Emelie Rutherford 

The Navy and Marine Corps are breaking from tradition 
and told a House panel they have no outstanding equipment 
needs not funded in the Pentagon's official budget request. 

The military services have had an annual ritual of 
submitting lists of such "unfunded" priorities to the ranking 
member of the House Armed Services Committee (HASC), 
which will start crafting the fiscal year 2013 defense 
authorization bill this month. However, the services have 
offered notably more-modest lists in recent years, as the 
practice has received increased scrutiny in the Pentagon. As 
the two sea services did this year, the Army said last year it 
had no list to share. 

"In my estimation, the Navy's FY '13 is balanced to 
requirements and aligns with the Department of Defense 
Strategy, Sustaining U.S. Global Leadership: Priorities for 
21st Century Defense," Chief of Naval Operations Adm. 
Jonathan Greenert said in an April 5 letter to HASC Ranking 
Member Adam Smith (D-Wash.). "We will promptly notify 
the Committee should we encounter pressing needs in the 
future." 

Marine Commandant Gen. James Amos sent Smith a 
similar letter on March 22, saying "the new strategic guidance 
provides a framework by which the Marine Corps will balance 
the demands of the future security environment with the 
realities of the current fiscal constraints." 

Amos cited the Budget Control Act of 2011, the law 
which has forced the Pentagon to reduce its planned spending 

by $487 billion over the next decade and brace for roughly 
$500 billion in potential additional cuts. 

The Marine Corps' FY '13 budget request "represents the 
most risk we can take," Amos wrote. "Given the zero sum 
nature of the Budget Control Act, we have no unfunded 
requirement that exceeds the importance of those in the 
submitted budget request." 

The Army and Air Force had not contacted Smith by 
press time yesterday regarding potential unfunded-requirement 
lists. 

Despite the increased scrutiny unfunded lists have 
received, the Navy and Marine Corps both sent Smith 
unfunded lists last year, detailing communications and ship-
maintenance needs for FY '12. 

Gary Roughead, the now-retired former chief of naval 
operations, asked last year for $367 million for depot-
maintenance work on the surface-warfare ships and $317 
million for spare parts for rotary and fixed-wing aircraft. 
Amos submitted an unfunded list last year with $226.5 million 
in needs including $45 million for the Enterprise Land Mobile 
Radio. 

The Army opted against submitting an unfunded list last 
year, while the Air Force cited just $124 million in unmet 
needs (Defense Daily, May 5, 2011). 

Robert Gates, the former defense secretary, angered some 
lawmakers in 2009 when he reviewed the services' unfunded 
lists before lawmakers received them (Defense Daily, May 19, 
2009). 
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31. Submarine Mississippi Completes First Open Seas Voyage 
(DEFENSE DAILY 10 APR 12) 

General Dynamics Electric Boat's attack submarine 
Mississippi (SSN 782) returned to its shipyard yesterday after 
completing its first open seas voyage, according to a company 
statement. 

During its first open seas voyage, also known alpha sea 
trials, the Mississippi submerged for the first time and 
conducted high-speed runs on, and under, the surface to 

demonstrate that the submarine's propulsion plant is fully 
mission-capable, according to a statement. 

Mississippi is the ninth ship of the Virginia class, 
according to a statement. 

Electric Boat and its major subcontractor, Newport News 
Shipbuilding, a division of Huntington Ingalls Industries, have 
received contracts to build the first 18 submarines of a planned 
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30-ship Virginia class under a teaming agreement, according to a statement. 
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BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
32. Following Virginia Beach Crash, Encroachment Remains An Issue 
Jet crash highlights need for safety buffers 
(NEWPORT NEWS DAILY PRESS 10 APR 12) ... Robert Brauchle 

Peninsula officials believe state and federal dollars should 
be earmarked to help increase safety buffers around local 
military air stations. 

Their response comes after a F/A-18 Hornet with the 
VFA (Strike Fighter Squadron) 106 crashed shortly after noon 
Friday in Virginia Beach. The accident injured at least six 
people, including the two pilots who were able to eject from 
the jet before it crashed. 

The jet went down northeast of Naval Air Station Oceana, 
in the courtyard of the Mayfair Mews apartment complex 
along Birdneck Road. The accident displaced at least 60 
people, authorities have said. 

Localities across the region have lobbied in recent years 
for state and federal funding to increase the size of safety 
buffers abutting the runways at Oceana and Langley Air Force 
Base in Hampton. 

In November, Virginia Beach purchased 792 acres to the 
southwest of Oceana to increase that safety buffer. 

"We take our commitment to Oceana very seriously," 
Virginia Beach Mayor William D. Sessoms Jr. said at the 
time. 

"In 2005, we promised the Base Closure and Realignment 
Commission that we would spend $15 million a year to stop 
new development and roll back existing development around 
Oceana. Our purchases ... are tangible proof that Virginia 
Beach and the state of Virginia are keeping our promises," he 
said. 

Contacted Friday, Sessoms said he could not comment on 
encroachment issues because of the immediate need to 
coordinate emergency personnel. 

Statistics show zones just beyond the length of the 
runway are the most likely areas for airplane accidents to 
occur, said Bruce Sturk, Hampton's director of federal 

facilities support. By reducing the size of or removing 
structures within those safety zones, such accidents will have a 
diminished impact on the community. 

On the Peninsula, Hampton, Newport News, Poquoson 
and York County have requested state and federal money to 
purchase 31 acres southwest of Langley to increase the base's 
safety zone. 

Hampton Mayor Molly Joseph Ward said the city will 
remain committed to increasing the size of that safety zone. 

"The safety of our citizens, Air Force personnel and flight 
operations are of paramount importance," she wrote in a 
response to questions. 

Land in the extended buffer zone around Langley is 
located along Magruder Boulevard near the Hampton Roads 
Center North Campus. 

Newport News Mayor McKinley Price said earmarking 
state and federal funding to increase safety zones would help 
protect citizens, although the unpredictability of airplane 
crashes limits the role of localities in preventing all accidents. 

"We have a lot of air traffic that passes through Newport 
News and that goes into Hampton, and we handle it safely," he 
said. "I'm not sure any buffer zone removes those possibilities 
completely, but if money is available, then I'm sure we'd be 
happy to see some of it come our way." 

A Joint Land Use Study finalized in 2010 by the cities 
and county bordering Langley Air Force Base recommended 
the localities spend about $12 million to purchase 31 acres in 
order to extend Langley's buffer zone. 

"Safety is the first and foremost consideration for military 
installations when doing anything that involves military 
members and the civilian population," Sturk said. "The 
military goes through strict planning procedures and safety 
practices with military operations, such as Langley." 
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33. Leap Frogs Participate In Phillies Home Opener 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 09 APR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Luke Eastman, U.S. Navy Parachute Team Public 
Affairs 

PHILADELPHIA -- The U.S. Navy Parachute Team, the 
Leap Frogs, presented the first pitch baseballs during the pre-
game ceremony of the 2012 Philadelphia Phillies home-opener 
game at Citizens Bank Park, April 9. 

The Leap Frogs were schedule to jump into the stadium 
from a C-130 Hercules aircraft flown by members of the 139th 
Airlift Wing from Missouri Air National Guard, but were 
unable to perform due to unsafe weather conditions. 

The crew did perform a flyover for the more than 45,000 
people in attendance immediately following the national 
anthem. 

"It was a great event," said Joseph Pinkerton, a spectator 
at the game. "When the C-130 flew over after the national 
anthem, it was just perfect timing." 

Service members from every military branch displayed an 
American flag that covered half the field during the national 
anthem. The crowd clapped and cheered and fireworks went 
off as the C-130 flew over the stadium. 

Air Force Lt. Col. Scott Hareso, 11th Fighter Wing of 
Pennsylvania Air National Guard, was in charge of the flag 
detail during the ceremony. 

"The most impressive part of this is that it's multi-
service," said Hareso. "We have Army, Navy, Marines, Air 
Force and Coast Guard. There's about 140 people presenting 
the flag, then we all get to celebrate and watch the Phillies 
play." 
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The Leap Frogs and the aircrew also made an appearance 
on top of the Phillies dugout for a brief introduction during the 
seventh-inning stretch. 

"This is an annual event for the Leap Frogs and even 
though we weren't able to jump today, we're always happy to 
be here and support the Phillies," said Chief Special Warfare 
Operator (SEAL) Brad Woodard, the Leap Frogs' team chief. 

"We're here in support of Naval Special Warfare, and the 
people in Philadelphia always give us such a warm welcome." 

The performance at Citizens Bank Park is one of 35 major 
events on the Leap Frogs' schedule this year. The team is 
based in San Diego and performs aerial parachute 
demonstrations across America in support of Naval Special 
Warfare and Navy recruiting. 
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34. More Military Families To Get ‘Mock’ Utility Bills 
(NAVY TIMES 16 APR 12) ... Karen Jowers 

About one-third of military families living in privatized 
housing on military bases are getting either test bills or actual 
bills for their utilities — and that population is about to 
expand. 

Following the lead of the Army and Air Force, which 
started the process in 2006, the Navy and Marine Corps will 
begin sending test or “mock” bills this summer reflecting 
residents’ utility usage. 

If the experience of soldiers and airmen to date is any 
indication, most Sailors and Marines won’t have to pay extra 
for utilities — and many will make a little extra money each 
month. 

Ivan Bolden, chief of Army privatization, said that by 
making soldiers living on post responsible for their utility 
usage, “We’ve changed the culture. We’ve found soldiers and 
families are being good stewards.” Since the Army program 
began, housing residents in the utilities program have cut 
consumption by 14 percent to 18 percent, a savings of $40.1 
million. 

That translates into extra money in the pockets of about 
one third of soldiers living in privatized housing, because 
these utilities programs reward those who conserve energy, 
and charge extra to those who use more than an established 
baseline. 

Billing residents in privatized housing for utilities is a 
mandate from the Defense Department. But there are no set 
deadlines for metering the houses or for actually starting to 
bill, said Air Force Lt. Col. Melinda Morgan, a DoD 
spokeswoman. 

“We are pushing the services to implement actual billing 
as soon as possible,” she said. 

One of the first Navy bases expected to start mock billing 
is Naval Support Activity New Orleans, with a target date of 
sometime around July, said Corky Vazquez, Navy housing 
program manager. 

The Navy expects all of its privatized housing residents to 
be billed by October 2013. The target for the Marine Corps is 
September 2013. 

Utilities billing has arrived at all Army bases, with about 
70 percent of the privatized housing inventory in either mock 
or real billing. The Army estimates the rest of its privatized 
houses will be in actual billing by late 2013 or early 2014. 

Twelve of 51 Air Force bases with privatized housing 
have launched utility billing; the Air Force expects to have all 
bases on board by 2018, said Air Force spokeswoman Ann 
Stefanek. 

Many Will Come Out Ahead 

The basic allowance for housing is designed to offset 
most of the rental costs of privatized housing, including 
utilities. 

If the experiences of soldiers and airmen hold true, most 
Sailors and Marines can expect to come out ahead on their 
bills, or at least break even. 

The Army gives refunds to soldiers who stay below their 
assigned consumption baseline. 

The Air Force specifies a utility allowance for each 
residence, then subtracts that amount from the BAH rate to 
come up with the rent. For example, if the BAH is $1,000 and 
utilities are estimated at $100, a 10 percent buffer is added and 
the utilities allowance is set at $110. That subtracted from 
$1,000 equals $890, which is the rent. If utilities usage is less 
than $110, the airman keeps the difference. 

Stefanek said about 75 percent of airmen in privatized 
housing consume less than their utility allowance. 

Bolden said about one-third of soldiers are in the neutral 
zone each month, with usage at or close to their baseline, 
which is based on average utility usage of units similar in 
characteristics such as size, number of bedrooms and 
construction type. 

For the one-third of soldiers who get refunds for staying 
below their baseline, monthly payments average $32. The one-
third who are over their baseline pay a monthly average of 
$39. 

The Navy and Marine Corps will follow the Army model, 
providing refunds for those using less than their baseline and 
requiring payment from those who use more. 

The Navy, taking lessons from the Army and Air Force, 
will phase in its program to prepare residents nine months 
before actual billing begins. Vazquez said residents will 
receive a constant flow of information, and town hall meetings 
will be held. 

In addition to helping officials ensure they’re collecting 
accurate data, mock billing lets residents see their actual 
usage, to avoid surprises when real bills arrive. Officials will 
check residences with high usage levels to see if something is 
wrong with the house, and will do energy audits, Vazquez 
said. 

A Navy pilot program for billing at Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, 
netted a 9.7 percent reduction in energy consumption among 
residents, with savings of $1.4 million in utility costs, 
Vazquez said. 

The services make allowances for special circumstances, 
such as wounded warriors and families that require medical 
equipment that draws more electricity. 
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35. Dicks, PSNBA Wary Of Possible $1 Trillion In Defense Cuts 
(KITSAP (WA) SUN 09 APR 12) ... Ed Friedrich 

BREMERTON — For 44 years, Norm Dicks and Puget 
Sound Naval Bases Association have teamed to bolster local 
Navy bases. As the congressman nears retirement, after 36 
years, more remains to be done, he said Monday during the 
group's membership drive kickoff breakfast. 

Congress has moved to cut $487 billion in defense 
spending over the next decade. On Jan. 2, another $492 billion 
in cuts will be tacked on if Congress can't reach agreement on 
$1.2 trillion in defense and domestic cuts or added revenue. 

"This is the most important thing I have to get done 
before the end of the year," said Dicks, a Bremerton native 
who now lives on Hood Canal near Belfair. " (Defense 
Secretary) Leon Panetta and I agree this would be highly 
destructive." 

The additional cuts were put on the table a deficit-
reduction "supercommittee" couldn't reach a deal in 
November. Democrats insisted Republicans put tax increases 
on the table; Republicans accused Democrats of being 
unwilling to touch entitlement spending. Neither 
compromised. 

"Republicans may have to face the reality that we have to 
raise revenue," Dicks, a Democrat, said Monday. 

A defense budget missing $1 trillion wouldn't be good for 
local Navy bases. 

"I want you to turn up your game a little bit," PNSBA 
president Tom Stroup told a crowd of 400. "PSNBA's role is 
possibly as important as it's been in a long, long, long time." 

Forty-four years ago, Dicks was an aide to Sen. Warren 
Magnuson. Since Dicks was from Bremerton, the senator told 
him to take care of the naval base group. The relationship 
continued after Dicks was elected, and he used his status on 
the House Appropriations Committee and Defense 
Appropriations Subcommittee to advantage. 

Military construction is among Dicks' legacies, and he 
says a second explosives handling wharf at Naval Base 

Kitsap-Bangor is the Navy's highest-priority project today and 
necessary to fully use its Trident submarine capabilities. 

PSNBA, a nonprofit volunteer group, sends ambassadors 
to Washington, D.C., each year to support the local Navy's 
efforts with military brass and political leaders. The second 
explosives handling wharf was one of its top issues during a 
trip about five weeks ago. The group also recommended: 

 Altering an environmental-impact statement to allow 
West Coast homeport shifts. PSNBA would like to 
see Naval Station Everett's aircraft carrier, currently 
USS Nimitz, moved to Bremerton; replacing the 
carrier in Everett would be three new Zumwalt-class 
destroyers and six older ones. Everett is home to two 
destroyers now. 

The Navy announced in February that destroyers will 
replace frigates USS Ford, USS Rodney M. Davis and USS 
Ingraham (FFG 61) as they're decommissioned in 2014, 2016 
and 2019. 

 Moving the fast-attack submarines USS Seawolf and 
USS Connecticut from Bremerton to an extended 
service pier at Bangor, where they would join sister 
ship and squadron mate USS Jimmy Carter. 

 Moving Coast Guard boats from Pier 36 in Seattle to 
Naval Station Everett. 

 Funding and supporting research, design and 
deployment of torpedo detection and anti-torpedo 
technologies for aircraft carriers. 

 Using fire-training facilities in Kitsap County instead 
of sending local Sailors to Seattle or San Diego. 

House ethics rules prevent Dicks from disclosing what 
he'll be doing after his term expires, but he said he'll be around 
and wants to keep helping PSNBA. 
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36. Navy Vice Chief’s Wife To Speak At Norfolk Conference 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 10 APR 12) 

Lauré Ferguson, whose husband, Mark, serves as vice 
chief of naval operations, will share her experiences as a 
senior leadership spouse at the C.O.R.E. Spring Conference on 
April 25. 

The event will be held from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. at Holiday 
Inn Norfolk Airport, 1570 N. Military Hwy. All spouses of 
active-duty junior officers, senior officers, chief petty officers 
and command leadership in the Navy, Marine Corps and Coast 
Guard are invited. The cost is $10 and includes lunch. 
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NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
37. Mrs. Obama: Nation Must ‘Step Up Forever’ For Military Families 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 09 APR 12) ... Lisa Daniel 

WASHINGTON – As First Lady Michelle Obama and 
Dr. Jill Biden mark the first anniversary of their “Joining 
Forces” campaign this week, the two say they will continue to 
solidify its successes so a structured effort to help military 
families is a permanent part of American culture. 

The pair reflected on the campaign’s success during an 
April 6 interview here with American Forces Press Service. 

“This has been a phenomenal first year,” Obama said. 
“But the truth is, Jill and I have been working this issue since 
our husbands took the oath of office” in January 2009. 

Obama and Biden, wife of vice president Joe Biden, said 
they’ve been amazed by the outpouring of support by 
American civilians. More than 100 companies have committed 
to participate in the administration’s goal of the private sector 
hiring of 100,000 spouses and veterans. They also noted a 
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Joining Forces commitment from the nation’s medical 
colleges to better train civilian health-care providers in caring 
for war veterans and their families. 

“We’ve seen Americans -- 13 million of them -- step up 
to pledge hours of service,” Obama said. “It’s been 
phenomenal to see a grateful nation step up to help military 
men and women who sacrifice so much for us.” 

Biden, a community college professor, said she’s been 
gratified by progress in the education arena. Teachers colleges 
have incorporated military family matters into curricula to 
help teachers-to-be understand the unique challenges their 
students from military families face, she said. And more and 
more school systems recognize course credits of military 
family members who must relocate frequently, she added. 

Teachers are doing small things that make a big 
difference, Biden said. Some conduct parent-teacher 
conferences with deployed parents on the Internet. Others -- as 
the teacher of Biden’s granddaughter did when the Bidens’ 
son, Beau, was deployed to Iraq -- display photos of deployed 
parents to help children cope. 

Obama and Biden said they have felt privileged to meet 
with military families across the nation. 

“Every American should have the privilege of getting to 
know a military community, a family, a unit, because these 
men and women are the best this country has,” the first lady 
said. “I’m always in awe of what they are able to manage, 
what they sacrifice, and doing it with such grace and poise. 
It’s been a gift to shine light on these military men and 
women.” 

Biden also spoke of the resilience of military family 
members. 

“They face a lot of difficulties and challenges in their 
lives,” she said, noting that most military members relocate at 
least 10 times in their career. “That’s tough on a family -- to 
pack up, lose friends, make new friends, get new sports teams 
-- but they never complain. They just feel it’s part of their 
job.” 

Obama said she expects the campaign’s second year will 
continue progress in those areas and more. A major goal, she 
said, will be to build on successes in professional license 
portability for military spouses. Thirteen states already have 
passed legislation to make it easier for military spouses who 
work in fields such as teaching, nursing, real estate, and social 
work to transfer their professional licenses easily from one 
state to another, and 13 more have pending legislation, she 
said. 

The outpouring of support for the Joining Forces 
campaign has proven that Americans want to help military 
families and need the structure the campaign provides, Biden 
said. 

“Americans want to help. All they need is a little 
direction,” she said. “They’re saying, ‘OK, give us ideas.’” 

Obama said she expects the campaign to endure 
indefinitely. 

“Our husbands, and Jill and I, we’re committed to making 
sure this becomes part of our culture,” she said. “I know the 
president and the vice president are working with the [Defense 
and Veterans Affairs departments] to set up a structure to 
ensure this continues, regardless of who’s in office. 

“These are lifelong commitments,” she added. “As a Blue 
Star mom, Jill is always in, and I consider myself an honorary 
Blue Star mom… This is a forever issue for us.” 

The important thing for civilians to understand, Obama 
said, is that these issues don’t end when wars end. “That’s 
when the hard work begins for many of these families,” she 
said. “When someone is on active duty, they’re still 
transferring. Their kids are still going from school to school to 
school.” 

The first lady noted that 1 percent of Americans serve in 
the all-volunteer force to protect everyone else. “So, we have 
to step up forever,” she said. “I think our country is ready to 
do that. It just helps to have a structure like Joining Forces.” 
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38. 1,500 Veterans Hired Through New Mo. Program 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 09 APR 12) 

CAPE GIRARDEAU, Mo. — The jobless rate for 
veterans remains high, but a Missouri program is working to 
help. 

The program known as Show-Me Heroes launched in 
2010. The Southeast Missourian reports that 1,500 veterans 
have been hired, and 1,834 companies have agreed to 
participate in the program. 

Businesses taking part in Show-Me Heroes work with 
veterans’ representatives with the Missouri Career Center. 
When a veteran applies with one of the firms, the employer 
agrees to give him or her an interview. 

The unemployment rate for veterans who served in active 
duty after the 2001 terrorist attacks was 12.1 percent as of last 
year, about one-third higher than the overall jobless rate, 
according to the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics. And for male 
veterans ages 18 to 24, the unemployment rate was 29.1 
percent, compared to 17.6 percent for young male 
nonveterans. 

One difficulty some veterans encounter is that their 
military training doesn’t always translate to civilian life, said 

Ed Bagby, veterans representative at the Missouri Career 
Center. Even a military mechanic or truck driver still must go 
to school to get civilian certification. 

“The ones who really have a difficult time are those in the 
infantry training program,” Bagby said. “Those skills don’t 
convert into anything that can be used in civilian life.” 

Show-Me Heroes helped Justin Stuhr find a job at Ole 
Hickory Pits, a Cape Girardeau welding shop. The heat in the 
shop is no problem for Stuhr, who said he developed a 
tolerance while spending 15 months with the Army in Iraq. 

Once back home and out of the military, he didn’t want to 
go to school. 

“I worked a few jobs here and there, but they couldn’t 
offer me what I needed — benefits and decent pay,” Stuhr 
said. 

Ole Hickory Pits has hired eight veterans since the 
program began, and three currently work there, said Daniel 
Welker, production manager. 
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“Most veterans are very skilled, qualified individuals. 
They make good employees and they have done so much for 
us. It’s just our way of giving back,” Welker said. 

Tammy Baremore, owner of Missouri Plastics near 
Jackson, said the program has paid off for her firm, too. 

“We understand the value they bring to our company in 
experience and skills and years of knowledge,” Baremore said. 
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39. House Budget Plan Leaves Veterans Spending Intact 
(NAVY TIMES 16 APR 12) ... Rick Maze 

The budget plan drafted by House Republicans has drawn 
criticism for its proposed cuts to Medicare and other domestic 
programs — but it would leave veterans spending virtually 
untouched in 2013 and beyond. 

The House passed its version of the 2013 Veterans Affairs 
Department budget, totaling $134.6 billion, on March 29 by a 
228-191 vote, with only Republicans supporting it. 

The plan would cut the White House’s request by $1 
billion for the Veterans’ Job Corps program announced by the 
White House in February. The money was cut after VA 
officials were unable to give lawmakers details about how it 
would be spent. 

Over five years, the Republican budget would provide 
$1.5 trillion for VA, $16.6 billion more than the Obama 
request. 

Rep. Jeff Miller, R-Fla., chairman of the House Veterans’ 
Affairs Committee, said the plan is “a clear recognition by the 
House that we have a surge of military coming home this 
decade, and guarantees their needs are being met.” The plan is 
the work of Rep. Paul Ryan, R-Wis. It is only a spending 
guide; it is not binding and applies only in the House. But its 
spending caps will be used by House committees as they begin 
writing detailed policy and appropriations bills. 

Overall, the House plan would cut spending $19 billion 
below the discretionary caps for 2013 agreed to last year as 
part of the Budget Control Act of 2011. It would restore $8 
billion in discretionary spending that had been cut from the 

defense budget, which means domestic programs actually 
would face $27 billion in cuts next year. 

The House plan also would avoid sequestration — the 
$1.2 trillion in automatic, across-the-board cuts scheduled to 
go into effect in January because Congress failed last year to 
agree on a deficit reduction plan — by ordering $261.5 billion 
in savings over 10 years, plus other budget cuts that include a 
federal pay freeze and a 10 percent reduction in the federal 
workforce over three years. Details would be decided by 
House committees — with the armed services and veterans’ 
affairs committees exempt. 

Iraq veteran Jon Soltz, founder and chairman of the 
Democratic leaning group VoteVets.org, charged that Ryan’s 
budget ignored veterans. “Looking at the nearly 100 page 
document, the word ‘veteran’ doesn’t appear once. Not once,” 
Soltz said. 

However, Soltz apparently was looking only at Ryan’s 
100 page Path to Prosperity plan, which does not mention 
veterans because it proposes no changes to veterans’ 
programs. 

The actual budget resolution, House Concurrent 
Resolution 112, mentions veterans 41 times, including year-
by-year spending details and full funding of the White House 
request for VA benefits, health care, construction and 
cemetery programs. It also includes $54.5 billion in advance 
funding of 2014 VA health care programs. 
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40. Cyberweapons On Pentagon Fast Track 
Plan for rapid acquisition process Congress informed on strategy for ‘urgent’ threats 
(WASHINGTON POST 10 APR 12) ... Ellen Nakashima 

The Pentagon is planning to dramatically speed up the 
development of new cyberweapons, giving it the ability in 
some cases to field weapons against specific targets in a 
matter of days, according to a new Pentagon report to 
Congress. 

The rapid acquisition process is designed to respond to 
“urgent, mission-critical” needs when the risk to operations 
and personnel is unacceptable if threats are not addressed 
quickly, according to the 16-page report, a copy of which was 
obtained by The Washington Post. Congress required the 
Pentagon to prepare the report on how it could accelerate 
acquisition of cyberweapons. 

The result, which builds on the 2011 defense strategy for 
cyberspace, puts the Pentagon’s two-year-old Cyber 
Command in charge of a new registry of weapons that would 
catalogue their capabilities and where they are stored. The 
military is also grappling with the establishment of rules for 
cyberwarfare. 

The report on cyberweapons acquisition, sent to Congress 
in recent weeks but not made public, describes a new level of 
department-wide oversight with the establishment of a Cyber 

Investment Management Board, chaired by senior Pentagon 
officials. The board, which has already met once, was set up to 
prevent abuse of the fast-track process, since the cost of 
cyberweapons is often too low to trigger normal oversight 
processes. The board will also help ensure that military and 
intelligence cyber authorities are coordinated, officials said. 

“We can’t sit around and wait for” the traditional 
weapons-building process, Frank Kendall, the Pentagon’s 
acting undersecretary of defense for acquisition, technology 
and logistics and co-chairman of the new board, said in a 
speech at the Center for Strategic and International Studies in 
February. “We’ve got to take it outside the conventional 
system for these major, long-term weapon systems entirely.” 

The new framework sets up two systems for 
cyberweapons development: rapid and deliberate. The rapid 
process will take advantage of existing or nearly completed 
hardware and software developed by industry and government 
laboratories. This approach could take several months in some 
cases, or a few days in others. 

The deliberate process is designed for weapons whose use 
carries greater risks. It would be for projects expected to take 
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longer than nine months — still short compared with the 
years-long process to develop most Pentagon weapon systems. 

Under the rapid plan, weapons can be financed through 
the use of operational funds, in “days to months,” and some 
steps that ordinarily would be required would be eliminated. 
These include some planning documents and test activities, 
according to the report. 

The weapons may be designed for a single use or for 
some other limited deployment, and they would be used in 
offensive cyber operations or to protect individual computer 
systems against specific threats, said the report. 

Herbert S. Lin, an expert on the subject at the National 
Research Council of the National Academy of Sciences, said 
the Pentagon has recognized that “cyberweapons are 
fundamentally different” than conventional weapons in some 
key ways. “That can only be good news.” 

“You can make a general-purpose fighter plane and it will 
function more or less the same in the Pacific as in the 
Atlantic,” Lin said. “The same is not true for going after a 
Russian cyber-target versus a Chinese target.” 

Designers of cyberweapons need to know a target’s 
operating system, what patches have been made, when 
security updates were made and what switches it is connected 
to, he said. Even sophisticated cyberweapons can be rendered 
obsolete in weeks or months. 

The strategy also noted that Cyber Command, which is 
based at Fort Meade and falls under U.S. Strategic Command, 
will be in charge of ensuring that development of new 
weapons and tools is “undertaken only when required” and 
that “existing capabilities are broadly available.” 
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41. U.S. Investigates If Canadian Naval War Games Are Linked To Killer Whale Death 
(CANADIAN PRESS 09 APR 12) ... Terri Theodore 

VANCOUVER - The bloodied and battered corpse of a 
young killer whale whose death may be linked to Canadian 
war games has prompted an investigation by U.S. authorities. 

The body of the southern resident orca — an endangered 
species in the United States — was discovered on Long Beach 
in Washington state in February, just days after HMCS Ottawa 
conducted sonar training exercises in the waters off Victoria, 
B.C. 

A preliminary examination indicated significant trauma 
around the head, chest and right side of the orca known as 
L112, but results of necropsy and pathology tests and a scan of 
the animal's head are incomplete. 

Just hours after the navy sonar tests were heard, southern 
resident killer whales were spotted in the same area in the 
Haro Strait that divides Canada and the United States. 

The law enforcement office of the U.S. National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration, or NOAA, has launched an 
investigation into the death. 

Brian Gorman, with NOAA's National Marine Fisheries 
Service, said investigators haven't made a connection between 
the naval exercise and the death of the whale. 

"That's the first thing we have to determine. Depending 
on where this investigation leads, I suspect (the investigation) 
may extend to the Canadians or it may not." 

Gorman said the investigation will attempt to determine if 
there's been a violation of the U.S. Marine Mammal Protection 
Act. 

Scott Veirs, an oceanographer and the president of Beam 
Reach Marine Science and Sustainability School, has been 
trying to piece together the puzzle of L112's death and hasn't 
ruled the Canadian navy out. 

"To me it's the most plausible connection," he said in an 
interview. "It's a difficult but wonderful detective story to try 
to interpret for the public." 

But he also admits that researchers may never know how 
the animal died. 

Veirs and his students have been going over acoustic 
recordings during the early February exercise to determine 
where the killer whales were and when and when the sonar 
went off. 

They also heard several large explosions at the same time 
as the sonar, but haven't been able to confirm if explosives 
were used in the navy's war games. 

No one at the Department of National Defence or Defence 
Minister Peter MacKay's office returned a request for an 
interview. 

While he's pleased that NOAA has launched an 
investigation into the death of L112, Veirs wonders why there 
isn't a similar investigation in Canada. 

After the whale's death, Veirs joined more than two dozen 
environmental groups and 20 whale biologists and other 
experts on both sides of the border to write to the Canadian 
and American governments asking for a total ban on naval 
training using sonar in critical killer whale habitat off the West 
Coast. 

The letter sent to the U.S. Secretary of the Navy Ray 
Mabus said the American and Canadian navies must work 
together to protect the species. 

"It is simply unacceptable for Canadian naval operations 
to compromise the Endangered Species Act and Marine 
Mammal Protection Act and by the U.S. Navy's own 
procedures." 

Just 87 of the rare southern resident killer whales remain 
in the U.S. No one is allowed to approach one of them within 
200 yards or 183 metres, and they must stay out of the path of 
whales by 400 yards, or 366 metres. 

In Canada, the whales are listed as a species at risk, 
making it illegal to kill or harass the animal. Canada has 
regulations keeping boats a certain distance from the whales, 
but is only now considering laws that would enforce a 100-
metre exclusion zone around the whales. 

The letter sent to Canada's defence minister said the 
whales were seen within the same area as the Ottawa just 
hours later. 

"This incident underscores the need for stronger 
protection of these whales, especially within their critical 
habitat," the letter stated. 

The navy's sonar mitigation is based on its ability to 
maintain a safety zone of 4,000 yards or about 3.6 kilometres. 

"Yet southern residents are known to fall completely 
silent when resting — sometimes for periods of six hours or 
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more — and can be difficult to sight even during the day 
beyond a few kilometres," the letter noted. 

The letter said the Navy's current measures fail to take 
into account the wide-ranging impacts of the mid-frequency 
active sonar on the whales and called for the establishment of 
acoustic sanctuaries in the killer whales' critical habitat areas. 

Thirty six hours after the sonar was set off, a group of 
southern residents from unusually mixed pods was seen in the 
sheltered waters of Discovery Bay, west of Port Townsend, 
Wash., an area they had never been seen in decades of whale 
watching by experts. 

That strange behaviour is one of the reasons Robin Baird, 
a research biologist with the Cascadia Research Collective, 
signed on to the letter asking to silence sonar. 

"That's an area where southern residents have never been 
recorded in," he said. "It's the kind of place if the whales were 
the area would duck into in order to get away from the sound." 

Baird said his biggest concern is the use of explosives in 
such war games. 

"I think just as a concerned citizen that we should not be 
dropping bombs or blowing things up where we've got 
animals of any kind, let alone this apex species that's loved by 
millions and millions of people." 

Joe Olson, the president of Cetacean Research 
Technology, was another of the 20 biologists and wildlife 
experts who signed the letter. 

Olson said loud noises such as sonar frighten and confuse 
the whales. 

He said when the U.S. Navy's USS Shoup set off its sonar 
in July 2003, several witnesses watched the whales scatter or 
come to the surface. 

"The whales were acting totally bizarre. They were hiding 
from the sound on the surface, because when you get to the 
surface the sound starts to reflect back downward." 
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42. Amputee Softball Players Beat Odds, Other Team 
(MEDILL NEWS SERVICE 09 APR 12) 

The Wounded Warrior Amputee Softball Team is 
remarkable to watch, but not necessarily because its members 
are amputees. 

Sure, it’s remarkable to see a one-armed outfielder make a 
catch, then toss the ball in the air, drop his glove, grab the ball 
and throw it back to the infield in one smooth motion. Or see a 
leg amputee muscle a triple out of a double. Or see a double-
leg amputee dart around the infield making plays. 

Watching them play is so remarkable because it’s so 
much like watching any other ball game. It’s competitive. 
There’s trash talk. Seeds are spit. The occasional signed ball 
with a phone number included is dispensed. 

“By the second or third inning, you almost tend to forget 
they’re amputees,” said their coach and founder, David Van 
Sleet. 

You can also see the players love it. 
“They don’t want this dream to end,” said Van Sleet, who 

served in the Army for two years, then went on to a 30-career 
working with prosthetics for the Veterans Affairs Department. 
“They’re being treated like a major league team, and they 
should be.” 

The team, composed of current and former Marines and 
soldiers who have lost limbs, played against a field of 
Washington celebrities at Nationals Field on April 3, winning 
17-4. 

ESPN’s Tony Reali and Washington, D.C., Mayor 
Vincent Gray might not sound like menaces on the diamond, 
but their teammates included NFL Hall of Famer Darrell 
Green, former Washington Redskins linebacker LaVar 
Arrington and Buddy Biancalana of the 1985 Kansas City 
Royals World Series champions. 

“We got beat badly, man.” Biancalana said. “These guys 
can play.” 

‘They Don’t Want Any Sympathy’ 
Assistant Coach Gary Weaver, a longtime friend of Van 

Sleet’s, didn’t have an exact number, but guessed the team 
wins 60 percent to 70 percent of its games. 

“We’ve had our butts handed to us, too,” Weaver said. 
“The main thing is they are very competitive. They don’t want 
any sympathy. They just want to compete.” 

The team members come from all over the country. They 
get few chances to practice together, maybe a day before a 
game. They do most of their training on their own. 

“These guys, if there’s a day when they don’t do batting 
practice, they’re upset,” Van Sleet said. 

Army Cpl. Matthew Kinsey, the shortstop, said everyone 
on the team has some soreness or nagging injury to nurse. 
“We have to train just as hard as any other athlete that’s out 
there still playing now,” he said. 

Their sense of dedication and competitive fire probably 
stems from their rehabilitation experiences, Van Sleet said. 
Many had low odds of surviving their injuries, he explained, 
much less expecting to have normal function in their limbs. 

“Playing a sport was the furthest thing from their mind,” 
he said. 

But they took their rehabilitation seriously, and were able 
to have normal lives, then get back to playing sports. 

Kinsey was on the tenth month of a 12-month tour in 
Afghanistan, his second, when he stepped on a land mine 
during a nighttime patrol and lost his leg. He said he 
remembers getting to the hospital and talking to his brother. 

“I said, ‘I don’t know what I’m going to do, man. I’ve 
been an athlete my whole life and I had no clue.’ None of us 
thought we were going to be athletes again.” 

Outfielder Greg Reynolds, a former Marine staff sergeant, 
made it through a tour in Afghanistan only to get in a 
motorcycle wreck back home, suffering a brain injury, 
infection and kidney failure. Doctors amputated his left 
shoulder and arm. 

“They gave me 1-in-2,000 odds for survival,” he said. 
“Everything was going against me.” 

But while making his way back through physical therapy 
and speech therapy, Reynolds taught himself how to catch 
with what used to be his off hand. “I was like a newborn baby 
all over again,” he said. 

The team’s pitcher, former Marine gunnery sergeant Tom 
Carlo, said the team, as part of its touring, tries to arrange 
stops at VA hospitals to speak with other amputees. 

“Anybody can say, you know, ‘You’ll be OK,’“ Carlo 
said. “The doctors can say it, anybody. But when an amputee 
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says, ‘Look, you’ll get through this, man,’ and ‘I’m doing this 
and I’m doing that’ … it hits home.” 

The day before the game in Washington, several members 
of the team stopped at Walter Reed National Military Medical 
Center in Bethesda, Md., before holding practice at a local 
field. 

Weaver recalled seeing an amputee working out in the 
rehabilitation area. When he saw the team, he picked up the 
pace of his workout. 

“These guys are very inspirational. They don’t know it, I 
don’t think, sometimes,” he said. “They don’t realize how 
inspirational they are to all of us.” 
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OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
43. Better Safe Than Sorry? 
Embrace military but plan better to keep flight operations at arm's length 
(NEWPORT NEWS DAILY PRESS 10 APR 12) ... Editorial 

When a military fighter jet crashes into a residential area, 
it's easy to assume the worst. Especially when buildings are 
gutted on impact and apartments are virtually melted by the 
exploding wreckage. 

But Friday's crash of an F/A-18D Hornet from Naval Air 
Station Oceana into the Mayfair Mews apartments in Virginia 
Beach was a freak occurrence. Even though several buildings 
and about 40 apartments were damaged or destroyed, no one 
was killed or seriously injured. The two pilots safely ejected 
and a handful of residents suffered non-life-threatening 
injuries. Some felt it was an Easter weekend miracle. 

Heroic and supportive human responses also played a role 
in this dramatic story. First responders on the scene were 
quick and thorough in their aid to victims and during their 
efforts to account for all residents. The Navy is also to be 
commended for its immediate commitment to provide both 
emergency aid and long-term compensation to dislocated 
families for loss of housing and belongings. Victims were able 
to begin receiving settlement payments on Monday — a pretty 
amazing turnaround, given the holiday weekend. 

Although it will take weeks to fully investigate the cause 
of the crash, the Navy initially attributed the crash to 
"catastrophic mechanical failure" based on observations of the 
plane's descent. Picking up the pieces and analyzing them for 
clues will be a long, painstaking process. 

Navy officials report the F/A-18, which has been widely 
used since the mid-1980s, has an extraordinary safety record. 
But there have been deadly crashes, including one in 
December 2008 in San Diego. Two women and two children 
were killed in one of the homes as a result of the crash 
attributed to major mechanical failure. 

As Hampton Roads residents are well aware, our military 
installations play a huge role in the health of our local 
economy. These bases provide jobs, contracts for goods and 

services, and income spent in local businesses. They are our 
friendly next-door neighbors. 

But there are downsides to being dependent on a military-
based economy. First and foremost, whenever there are active 
bases with planes flying in and out and performing exercises 
in the region, there is a risk of accidents. 

That dependency is accompanied by the need to fend off 
threats of base closures resulting from reductions in 
Department of Defense funding. One factor considered 
essential to the long-term position of a base is the degree of 
encroachment by surrounding development into the protective 
zone around the base. More than 40 percent of military aircraft 
accidents occur in these safety zones. 

Virginia Beach learned this lesson a few years ago, when 
Oceana appeared on the Base Realignment and Closure list 
because development around the base had become too close 
for military comfort. The city sought and obtained funding to 
acquire land in the "clear zone" and committed to acquiring or 
rezoning land in the "accident zone." As a result, the city 
bought some time for Oceana. 

Likewise, localities around Langley Air Force Base have 
sought state and federal funding to acquire land and rezone 
property in that base's buffer zone. While the encroachments 
there aren't nearly as challenging as those in Virginia Beach, 
we have supported the move as a proactive step toward 
ensuring Langley's future on the Peninsula. 

The real problem, of course, is that development around 
the bases should have been curtailed in the first place. It is 
ironic when localities seek state and federal money — on the 
backs of the taxpayers — to buy developments they once 
championed or approved. We could use a little more foresight 
and a little less hindsight from local officials in planning 
growth near these safety zones. 
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44. Don’t Waste Leverage Over Iran 
(WASHINGTON POST 10 APR 12) ... Michael Singh 

The United States holds a strong bargaining position 
going into Friday’s scheduled nuclear talks with Iran. An 
Israeli military attack seems imminent. U.S.- and European 
Union-led sanctions on Iran’s Central Bank and oil exports are 
wreaking havoc on the Iranian economy. And yet, despite 
these massive pressures on the Iranian regime, it is not Tehran 
but the United States that is signaling that it is prepared to 

make concessions — setting the stage for Washington’s 
unprecedented leverage to be squandered. 

The United States and its Western allies reportedly plan to 
demand that Iran suspend its higher-level enrichment 
activities, a position Secretary of State Hillary Clinton 
previewed in comments to the press April 1. The New York 
Times, citing American and European diplomats, also reported 
this weekend that Washington plans to insist that Iran close its 
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Fordo uranium enrichment facility, which is buried beneath a 
mountain near the holy city of Qom. 

Such demands appear designed to allay near-term threats 
of conflict by stopping Iran’s progress toward possession of 
weapons-grade highly enriched uranium, which would reduce 
the time Tehran needs to make a nuclear bomb. These 
demands also aim to keep Tehran from burying its nuclear 
work beyond the reach of airstrikes. In other words, the 
demands seek to prevent Iran from entering what Israeli 
Defense Minister Ehud Barak has called a “zone of 
immunity,” or passing a point at which a military strike would 
no longer be able to end its weapons-related nuclear activities. 

This approach has two big flaws. One, it would be a 
strategic error to focus narrowly on the near-term concern of 
an Israeli military strike. U.S. negotiators should be looking at 
the underlying threat posed by Iran’s nuclear program. While 
Iran’s production of highly enriched uranium and its work at 
Fordo are worrisome, they are just two manifestations of a 
much broader nuclear program that lacks any compelling 
civilian rationale (because medical reasons of the sort Tehran 
cites could not justify an enrichment program of the scope it 
has built) and whose main lines of work — enrichment at the 
Natanz site, construction of the Fordo facility and 
weaponization research — were clandestine until exposed by 
intelligence agencies. 

Two, even if Iran acceded to such demands, the status quo 
would largely return to the point at which the Obama 
administration pitched its first compromise proposal in 
October 2009. The difference is that, since 2009, Iran has 
amassed a large quantity of enriched uranium and conducted 
further research and development on new centrifuges and 
ballistic missiles. It has probably engaged in other work 
related to nuclear weapons that is not yet publicly known and 
might be secret from foreign governments. 

In exchange for its return to an enhanced status quo ante, 
Iran would receive major benefits. Washington is likely to 
offer some combination of commitments to refrain from new 

sanctions and to ease existing sanctions. This would give Iran 
a break from the withering pressures it has faced of late, while 
also providing an even more valuable incentive: implicit 
legitimization of Iran’s lower-level uranium enrichment 
activity, which has long been the target of Western ire. The 
Iranian regime would have cover to maintain its nuclear 
infrastructure and bureaucracy and engage in other nuclear 
work, such as perfecting existing centrifuges and developing 
new ones that are less reliant on imported materials. Iran could 
use the lull to enhance its technical capabilities and prepare to 
later resume its nuclear march at an accelerated rate. 

Rather than maintaining a narrow focus on closure of the 
Fordo plant and suspension of Iran’s program of highly 
enriched uranium, the United States should insist that Iran 
suspend all of its uranium enrichment activities, take steps to 
address International Atomic Energy Agency concerns about 
its nuclear work, including coming clean about its 
weaponization research, and submit to intrusive monitoring 
and verification. Far from extreme, these points are what are 
required by U.N. Security Council Resolution 1929 and 
preceding resolutions, to which Britain, China, France, Russia, 
the United States and Germany (the P5+1) have previously 
agreed. The Obama administration should also insist that Iran 
roll back the work it has done since those resolutions passed 
— such as by transporting its enriched uranium stockpiles out 
of the country, dismantling the Fordo facility and stopping 
work on advanced centrifuges. 

Only if Iran takes these steps can the United States and its 
allies be sure that it will not use negotiations to buy time or 
perfect its nuclear weapons capabilities. Washington must 
keep up the pressure until Iran does so. Doing any less would 
waste precious leverage that has taken years to build and 
would validate the Iranian regime’s strategy of defiance, 
provocation and delay. 

The writer is managing director of the Washington 
Institute for Near East Policy. From 2005 to 2008, he worked 
on Middle East issues at the National Security Council. 
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45. A Reality Gap In Rating The Nuclear Weapons Labs 
(WASHINGTON POST 10 APR 12) ... Walter Pincus 

The distance between Washington and reality is always 
hard to measure. 

But the National Nuclear Security Administration 
(NNSA) for the first time has released performance 
evaluations of the nation’s eight nuclear weapons laboratories 
and production facilities. Until now, the reviews were held 
internally. The fiscal 2011 reviews let us measure what went 
on in the nuclear weapons programs against what’s said about 
them in the nation’s capital. 

The 2011 review evaluated each facility in the nuclear 
weapons complex. 

Let’s examine the one that looked at how Los Alamos 
National Security LLC (LANS), the company established to 
run the Los Alamos National Laboratory, carried out NNSA 
objectives for 2011. 

“NNSA specifies ‘what’ it wants rather than dictating to 
the contractor ‘how’ to get it done,” according to the report. 

The reviews are important for many reasons, but one 
critical one is money. Built into the contract are incentive fees 
awarded based on results of these performance reviews. 

How much? LANS, the Los Alamos management group 
— made up of the regents of the University of California, 
Bechtel, Babcock & Wilcox, and URS Energy and 
Construction — got a fixed-fee award of $26 million for 
running the lab. There was a pool of $60.7 million more in 
what are termed “at-risk fees” to be earned by LANS based on 
performance ratings. Also, a very good performance can add 
an additional year to the contract. 

Because LANS was found to have had “another strong 
performance year,” it received an additional $50.1 million, or 
83 percent, of the at-risk fees, plus the additional contract 
year. 

The one area in which LANS was awarded 100 percent of 
its incentive fee, some $6.1 million, was in major weapons 
programs carried on with other facilities in the national 
complex. Two of these were programs to extend the lifespan 
of warheads of deployed weapons — the W-76 warhead for 
the Trident sub-launched intercontinental ballistic missile and 
the B-61, the tactical nuclear bomb deployed with NATO 
forces in Europe. 
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The W-76 award, $1.1 million, was for ensuring that the 
production program remained on the contract schedule. The 
W-76 is the most numerous warhead in the U.S. stockpile. 
Modernization of 800 W-76 warheads began in 2000 under the 
Bill Clinton administration; in 2005, the George W. Bush 
White House increased the number to 2,000. 

The W-76 update stirred debate in Washington when the 
Obama administration’s budget for the NNSA called for 
slowing that work so more money could be devoted to B-61 
modernization. At a March 14 Senate Armed Services 
Committee hearing, Jeff Sessions (R-Ala.) asked NNSA 
Administrator Thomas D’Agostino: Was it true that the 
Obama budget “would delay the completion of the W-76 life 
extension program by four years and that the Navy in response 
has publicly expressed concern over that?” 

D’Agostino replied that the production change still met 
“the Navy’s operational requirements.” 

Sessions also said the Obama budget would “result in a 
two-year delay in the B-61 life extension program, moving the 
first production unit from 2017 to 2019.” Again, D’Agostino 
replied that the Defense Department supported the change. 
LANS also received a $1 million award for completing the life 
extension study for the B-61. 

LANS also received an award, for just $117,639, for 
completing the first phase of the life extension program for the 
W-78, the warhead on land-based Minuteman III 
intercontinental ballistic missiles. 

LANS was less successful with the controversial facilities 
associated with carrying out its multi-year plan to replace its 
old Chemistry Metallurgy Research (CMR) facility with a 
newer two-building complex to handle work with plutonium 
as well as produce “pits” into the next decade. “Pits” are 
carefully manufactured metallic, plutonium spheres that when 
surrounded by high explosives become the trigger for 
thermonuclear weapons. 

The first CMR construction, approved in 2005, was for a 
$164 million Radiological Laboratory/Utility/Office Building, 

which was to open this year. LANS could have gotten 
$700,000 for meeting a goal of completing the building ahead 
of schedule in 2011 and having it ready for occupancy early 
this year. Instead, it got $176,000 because, the report said, 
there are still concerns about “settlement costs” and 
“deficiencies” in sensitive equipment. 

It was a similar story with further developing plans for the 
second building, a multibillion-dollar Chemistry and 
Metallurgy Research Replacement Nuclear Facility (CMRR), 
which many viewed as necessary for producing plutonium pit 
triggers. The Bush administration saw the need for some 125 
pits a year as the older pits decayed and became less reliable. 
Others, including many arms control experts, argued that the 
nation already had about 5,000 pits in strategic reserve, with 
an additional 10,000 in surplus. Also, the number of deployed 
warheads is to drop to 1,550 by 2018 under the 2010 Strategic 
Arms Reduction Treaty (START) with Russia. 

Some key Republicans in 2010 made guaranteed funding 
for the CMRR by the Obama administration a condition of 
their support of the START pact. In Obama’s fiscal 2013 
budget, however, some $1.8 billion for CMRR was pushed to 
2017. 

At a hearing last month, Sessions called that move 
“troubling,” remarking on the NNSA’s “decision to abandon 
this cornerstone effort.” He also said reusing pits may seem 
attractive but noted that there have been no studies of its long-
term feasibility. 

Meanwhile, LANS got only $389,000 of the $703,000 it 
could have received for its CMRR design work in 2011. But 
the consortium was praised for exceeding its goal to produce 
plutonium oxide for use in fuel for nuclear power reactors. 
LANS got the plutonium from disassembled pits — an NNSA 
program to safely dispose of surplus weapons-grade 
plutonium. 

Reality vs. Washington: The NNSA is focused on 
function, while some members of Congress appear more 
worried about the timing and politics of funding. 
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46. Memorial For Thresher Long Overdue 
(PORTSMOUTH (NH) HERALD 08 APR 12) ... D. Allan Kerr 

This month, as they do every year, surviving family 
members will gather in Kittery, Maine, to honor the 129 men 
who perished in the sinking of the fast-attack nuclear 
submarine USS Thresher in April 1963. 

The loss of the Thresher (SSN 593) during deep-dive 
trials off the New England coast remains the worst submarine 
disaster of all time. The tragedy particularly resonates here on 
the Seacoast, where it embodies the symbiotic relationship 
between local communities and Portsmouth Naval Shipyard. 
Thresher was built and home-ported at the yard, and civilian 
employees working side-by-side with Navy Sailors were lost 
when the submarine imploded that morning. They entered 
those unknown depths together on a shared mission, and they 
made the ultimate sacrifice together. 

The families of these lost pioneers gather with local 
submarine veterans each April for a memorial service in 
remembrance of that sacrifice. On April 14, the ceremony will 
be held at Traip Academy. In the meantime, efforts are under 
way to establish a more permanent reminder in the town 

Thresher called home, to coincide with next year's 50th 
anniversary of the disaster. 

Current plans call for the dedication of a memorial at the 
former Kittery Traffic Circle, to be highlighted by a 129-foot 
flagpole visible from Interstate 95 and showcased by 
floodlights 24 hours a day. The height of the flagpole will 
commemorate the 129 brave Sailors and civilians who went 
down with the submarine. 

The flag is to rise from a rounded black granite base, with 
cherry trees and appropriate ornamentation augmenting the 
memorial. Sidewalks, benches and other improvements are to 
be installed around the surrounding area as well. And in this 
corner at least, there is hope the site will be renamed USS 
Thresher Memorial Circle, but I suppose that's an issue for 
another day. 

More importantly, a long overdue tribute will be paid to 
those lost aboard SSN 593. Members of Thresher Base — the 
local chapter of U.S. Submarine Veterans — and the families 
meeting here next weekend recognize that their loved ones are 
heroes, and it's time they be celebrated as such. They aren't 
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heroes just because they died; they're heroes because they 
undertook a dangerous mission, they were fully aware of the 
possible consequences, and they went anyway. 

In my mind, they're heroes the way astronauts are heroes, 
exploring the depths of the sea where few others have gone 
just as their counterparts explore the frontiers of space. And 
they did it in defense of their country. Just imagine riding in 
an oversized cigar tube under a thousand feet of water. If 
something goes wrong, there's nowhere to go; you don't even 
have the option of jumping overboard. 

The ongoing hype for this month's 100th anniversary of 
the Titanic sinking serves as a stark reminder of how little the 
general public knows about the Thresher. The submarine fleet 
is at times appropriately referred to as the "silent service," but 
while stealth is an essential component of its success, it has 
also perhaps deprived submariners of the public acclaim they 
are due. Their accomplishments are invisible, taking place far 
below the ocean's surface and out of sight. 

Thresher was the most advanced submarine of its day, the 
first of its class, created during the height of the Cold War to 
"hunt and kill" Soviet subs. During its fatal dive, the 
submarine was reportedly near its maximum test depth of 

1,300 feet when its nuclear reactor shut down, causing the 
crippled vessel to plunge to the bottom of the sea. It was 
crushed by enormous water pressure as it sank, instantly 
killing all on board. 

Today, Thresher rests in several broken fragments 
beneath 8,400 feet of water on the ocean floor. However, its 
loss served as a catalyst for major changes in submarine safety 
known as SUBSAFE, which has prevented similar 
catastrophes from occurring. 

For more than two centuries, from sailing ships to nuclear 
submarines, the Navy yard and its Seacoast neighbors have 
worked together to keep our country safe. 

The memorial targeted for next year's anniversary will 
pay tribute to a tragedy, but it will also serve as a celebration 
of what this partnership has been able to achieve in defense of 
our nation's freedom. 

It will serve as a reminder of those aboard Thresher, and 
other lost submariners as well, who are Forever on Patrol, 
Never to be Forgotten. 

D. Allan Kerr is a member of the Thresher Memorial 
Project Group. 
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47. EXCERPTS FROM BLOGS AROUND THE WORLD 
(PUBLISHED 06 APR – 09 APR 12) 

 
P-8A Poseidon by ADM J.C. Harvey, Jr. from Fleet 

Forces Command Blog, April 6 
Last month, the Fleet received delivery of our first P-8A 

Poseidon – our Navy’s newest multi-mission maritime 
aircraft. The P-8A will eventually replace our P-3C Orion 
aircraft, which has been in service in the Fleet since 1962 (50 
years!). 

I had the opportunity this week to participate in a training 
flight in the P-8A and observe its operational capabilities as 
well as the significant knowledge and skill it takes to serve as 
a crew member. 

My flight started in the cockpit jump seat, where I 
observed the pre-flight checks and take-off. Once we were 
safely airborne and on-station, I transitioned back to the 
mission area of the aircraft to load sonobuoys in the rotary 
launchers. Like our P-3C, the P-8A uses sonobuoys to detect 
and localize a submarine. Once the sonobuoys were loaded, I 
cycled through each of the mission crew stations to observe 
and learn about their specific roles in executing the many P-
8A missions. After using the Synthetic Aperture Radar (SAR) 
and Inverse SAR (ISAR) to view surface contacts, I moved to 
the Tactical Coordinator (TACCO) station. Now, this is the 
part of the flight in which I saw firsthand the tremendous 
capabilities of this aircraft. While sitting as the TACCO, my 
“tutor” and I developed a buoy tactics pattern that would be 
used to track a sub-surfaced target (and potential threat) in the 
water. We then displayed the pattern to the flight deck where 
the pilots flew the pattern and the launcher system 
automatically dispensed the buoys from the aircraft into the 
water. Once the buoys were in place, I transitioned to the 
acoustic station to see the data we were receiving (from the 
buoys) and begin tracking the target. Using that data, we were 

able to simulate an attack on the target and complete the kill 
chain. 

The P-8A is not simply an improved P-3C; it’s an entirely 
different and far more capable platform. From the airframe 
(based on the Boeing 737), to the advanced mission systems, 
to the payload capacity, everything about this aircraft reflects 
tremendous capability improvements in every mission area. 
You can count me among the many who are eager to get more 
P-8As into the Fleet so our Sailors can begin learning and 
unleashing the true potential this great aircraft brings to the 
fight. 

Of course, at the heart of every platform are the Sailors 
who bring it to life. Thanks again to the Patrol Squadron 
THIRTY (VP-30) team for a very beneficial demonstration 
and training flight. It’s now up to all of you at the “Pro’s Nest” 
to make sure our Sailors are trained and ready to operate the 
P-8A for our Navy. You have a very important mission ahead 
of you, but I am certain you are absolutely ready to go. 

 
Greece Welcomes Big “E” 5 Decades After First Visit 

by RDML Ted “Slapshot” Carter from Navy Live, April 5 
This blog post was written by Rear Admiral Ted Carter, 

Commander Enterprise Carrier Strike Group (CSG 12), 
following a port visit in Piraeus, Greece by the USS 
Enterprise (CVN 65) and USS Vicksburg (CG 69). The strike 
group has now arrived in the U.S. 5th Fleet area of 
responsibility, but in this post the admiral highlights the visit 
to Greece, which was actually a reunion of sorts. 

Nearly 50 years ago, the beautiful port city of Piraeus, 
Greece, played host to the United States Navy’s newest 
aircraft carrier, the USS Enterprise (CVAN 65). Last week, 
that same ship was spotted off the coast, moored out in the 
beautiful waters of Pireaus, a suburb and the port city of 
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Athens, where the Sailors and Marines aboard the Big E and 
USS Vicksburg (CG 69) were greeted with the same 
hospitality and openness that has characterized our Navy’s 
visits to Greece for decades. Today as we leave that coast 
behind, I had a moment to consider the true importance of this 
wonderful visit. 

On the day of our arrival, Enterprise and her crew had the 
rare opportunity to host nearly 600 Greek officials from the 
Greek military, all levels of government, and the local 
embassies. The U.S. Ambassador to Greece, the Honorable 
Daniel Smith, Greek National Minister of Defense, Minister 
Dimitris Avramopoulos and VADM Frank Pandolfe, our Sixth 
Fleet Commander, welcomed the guests and our very own 
Enterprise Chorus sang the U.S. and Greek anthems… yes, in 
Greek- Kudos to the Chorus- I received nothing but rave 
reviews from the Greeks in attendance. The crew prepared a 
delicious menu and offered tours to our guests. What I found 
most enjoyable was watching the interaction between our 
guests and our Sailors and Marines of all ranks, backgrounds 
and ages. Although so many miles separate the nations both 
groups defend, it was quickly apparent to me how our 
common values of democracy and human rights can tear down 
any language or cultural barriers. Opportunities like this 
reception allow us to renew our shared commitments and 
goals on a personal level and are invaluable to the future 
generations of Navy and Marine Corps leadership. 

With just a few days to see so much, Big E and Vicksburg 
Sailors and Marines filled the liberty boats from early in the 
morning to late at night, anxious to experience the history and 
the beauty of Greece as much as possible. Just like their 
shipmates nearly half a century ago on their first visit to 
Pireaus, Enterprise Sailors filled the city capturing memories 
that will certainly last a lifetime. 

Our Sailors and Marines aren’t the only ones with special 
memories, however. It is my hope that the over 700 Greek 
national guests who had an opportunity to tour Big E during 
her final deployment also enjoyed an experience that is unlike 
any other. We are proud of our Strike Group, and the Sailors 
and Marines who showed her off during shipboard tours 
demonstrated this pride. We were honored to also have 
VADM Kosmas Christidis, the Chief of the Hellenic Navy 
General Staff, aboard during our final day in port. His visit 
was an outstanding sharing of ideas and allowed us to join 
each other in discussion of our mutual interests for our great 
Navys. 

While we greatly enjoyed our time in Piraeus and the 
opportunity it presented us to reflect on the history of our 
nation’s most recognizable aircraft carrier, it is time to move 
forward, on to our next mission – focused and ready to 
perform at the level that has characterized the Enterprise 
Carrier Strike Group throughout her existence. 

 
Message from C.O. – April 9, 2012 by Cmdr. Lore 

Aguayo from NMCB 11 Blog, April 9 
Hoorah Lucky ELEVEN Families and Friends! We 

remain focused on all the missions we have throughout the 
country of Afghanistan while consistently receiving praise 
from our supported commands for the work we do for them. 
For those of you who celebrate Easter and have small children, 
I am sure it was very difficult not having your Seabee home to 
partake in Easter egg decorating and Easter egg hunts with 

your children. But be assured that we all miss our families 
very much, and while we are not with you physically, we are 
always with you in spirit. We are very thankful for your 
continued support this deployment. Your selfless sacrifice and 
understanding of why we must be away from home in 
execution of our duties give us the needed strength to stay on 
course, building and fighting. This is a team effort and our 
families are a critical part of the team. 

The last few weeks have been very busy for our Seabees. 
CMDMC and I were able to travel to Det Bost and Det RTC 
last week. Det Bost is the one location where our Seabees are 
not only constructing, but are also fully responsible for the 
positional defense of the compound. I could not be prouder of 
our Seabees as I observed their professionalism and tactical 
expertise while defending their sectors of fire. They recognize 
the criticality of their job and they are executing it flawlessly. 
The rest of the Det is busy constructing 9 Pre-engineered 
Buildings which will provide berthing and admin spaces for 
the Marine Advisor Teams who are supporting the Afghan 
Uniformed Police Headquarters. We picked a great day to visit 
as it turned out; instead of MRE’s for dinner, the Det was 
treated to a delicious traditional local dinner provided by the 
Afghan contractors. Morale was sky high at Det Bost and we 
can’t wait for their return to Camp Leatherneck next month. 

Det RTC is nearing completion of their 2 PEB’s in 
support of the Training Center for Afghan Uniformed Police 
Recruits. I was impressed by the cross-rate training being 
performed on the Det. Everyone was eager to do their part to 
help, even if it meant learning skills from a different rate. 
Their work ethic was truly unequalled; Seabees simply do not 
want to rest until the work is done. Det RTC will complete 
their tasking in the next few weeks and return to Camp 
Leatherneck ready and eager for follow-on tasking. 

Everybody else continues to excel in their responsibilities. 
Det 2, 4 and Dwyer are making great progress in completion 
of their tasking. CSE teams have completed over 10 missions 
moving our people and equipment/material to where they need 
to be. Water well has relocated to new site and will begin 
drilling new well in the next few weeks. Our Alfa, 
Headquarters and Camp Maintenance staff at Mainbody 
provides superb support to the Dets and to our 
readiness/retrograde efforts. There is never a dull moment on 
deployment and everyone is giving their absolute all to the 
overall effort. Most importantly our Seabees are safe and are 
tirelessly and successfully completing mission after mission. 

 
The Military Needs More Disruptive Thinkers by Lt. 

Benjamin Kohlmann from Small Wars Journal, April 5 
Lt. Benjamin Kohlmann is a F/A-18 flight instructor 

based out of MCAS Miramar in San Diego. He has more than 
1100 hours in all models of the Hornet and Super Hornet (A-
F) and over 360 carrier landings. 

For my generation, there is one profession that captures 
our imagination more than any other: Entrepreneur. This is 
especially true of those leaving the military and going to 
business school. It would seem logical for the military to find 
ways to blend the best of entrepreneurial and combat cultures 
in ventures like a joint Harvard Business School/Naval War 
College degree program. 

Yet, in reality, the very word entrepreneur is met with 
blank stares by career servicemembers– and in some cases, 
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viewed as an anathema. This is primarily because 
entrepreneurs see a need and without consulting higher 
authority, simply go ahead and try to solve it. Their very 
nature inclines them to disrupt the status quo. And of course, 
the one thing a vertically integrated organization like the 
military hates most is change. Or at least, change that wasn’t 
decreed from on high. 

Part of this stems from an antiquated, 1950s career model. 
A large bureaucracy thrives best when it can promote the 
average individual in a one-size fits all ascension program. 
This, however, necessitates sloughing off the highly talented 
instead of promoting them in accordance with their ability. For 
example, a younger, Marine reservist friend of mine can be a 
Vice President of Goldman Sachs, overseeing their Hong 
Kong branch by the age of 31, but would barely be 
commanding a Marine rifle company at the same point. 

To be frank, and to use the words of Joshua Cooper 
Ramo, “we’ve left our future largely in the hands of people 
whose single greatest characteristic is that they are bewildered 
by the present.” This is mostly because our senior leadership 
grew up in a time when the internet was still a twinkle in 
DARPA’s eye. The only flag officer I know of that 
consistently and effectively uses social media is Admiral 
James Stavridis. He also created cells of innovation among his 
subordinates, and implemented their suggestions rather 
frequently. 

The future lies with those individuals who can see 
connections across a myriad of professions and intellectual 
pursuits. The mind that can see that a phone and entertainment 
device can be intertwined into something like, say, an iPhone. 
Or, an intellect that recognizes how secondary and tertiary 
networks are often more valuable than first-order 
relationships, thus creating something like LinkedIn. Or the 
strategist who understands that crowdsourced, horizontally 
structured non-state actors pose a greater threat to our security 
than Nation states. 

A great part of this lies in how we educate our military 
members. We educate them in the art of war, but do so with a 
focus on mere tactics. We educate them when they are well 
past the age of agile and innovative thought. We preach 
adaptability, flexibility and maneuver warfare, but only do so 
in relation to the movement of military kit. 

The average age of someone attending Harvard Business 
School is 27 years old. Most war colleges require at least a 
rank of O-4, and in some cases, O-5. By this point, most 
students are in their mid-30s. Creative impulses are largely 
repressed, and most go to get their check-in-the-block degree 
with no real intellectual rigor. It’s considered a leisurely billet 
with plenty of time off where little studying need be done. 

Harvard Business School compiles the best society has to 
offer – from politics, to non-profits, to military, to tech, to 
entertainment and athletics. They get a myriad of viewpoints, 
classmates who have traveled the world in entirely different 
capacities, and the synergistic effect of diverse intellects. They 
push them hard, keep them busy, and encourage them to 
change the world. 

The Naval War College has no civilians enrolled. Their 
diversity comes from other services, whose only difference in 
viewpoint comes from navigating a slightly different 
bureaucracy. Far from sending students there in their mid-20s 
who have just returned from the dynamic task of rebuilding a 

wartorn Afghan village, we wait until they’ve proven their 
mettle in the bureaucratic morass of a staff job. 

There is a reason the likes of HBS and Stanford produce 
people who create multi-billion dollar, world changing 
organizations and our War Colleges don’t. You can’t innovate 
and have a long term impact if you are only surrounded by 
like-minded people. You must challenge closely held 
assumptions daily if you want to have an impact. This, again, 
is anathema to a career military person. 

Furthermore, our war colleges teach doctrinaire 
procedures, not critical, creative thinking. They focus 
primarily on the tactical employment of forces rather than the 
strategic context those tactics play out in. Where are the 
courses on trends in physics like chaos theory? Behavioral 
economics and psychology? Investment strategy? Creating 
and adapting a dynamic balance sheet? True strategic leaders 
are generalists who can pull from a variety of interests, not 
hedgehogs who can only do one thing well. 

The reason John Boyd was so successful was because he 
understood the world of thermodynamic physics and saw a 
connection with fighter aviation that his peers never could. 
Steve Jobs built elegant and useful technology because he 
explored calligraphy in college. It was the fact that they 
investigated beyond their respective professions that gave 
them a truly brilliant edge. 

At the O-6 level and below, the military has voluntarily 
removed itself from heavy interaction with civilians. We’ve 
sent more of our graduate students to places like the Naval 
Post Graduate School instead of MIT in what is a very short 
term cost saving measure. We limit their creative potential to 
defined projects, instead of open-ended interaction with 
brilliant civilians in an unfamiliar environment. 

Instead, the DoD should be partnering with our nation’s 
preeminent institutions and create joint degree programs to 
promote cross-pollinating interaction. HBS and the Naval War 
College would be perfect partners. You give aspiring business 
leaders a view into strategic thought, and future strategists a 
glimpse of how an entrepreneurial culture is transforming our 
culture. And this doesn’t even begin to address what happens 
after ad hoc alliances are formed between young, energetic 
minds of various professions. 

As a result of the frustratingly single-minded education 
the military offers, a fellow officer and I started an 
organization designed to foster what we call a “disruptive 
mindset.” Our goal was to bring together intellectually curious 
officers with successful civilian innovators, get them to chat, 
and see what happened. We did this around a monthly syllabus 
designed to foster creative thought and new avenues of 
discovery. We call it Disruptive Thinkers, and it has started to 
change the shape of San Diego. 

We’ve seen entrepreneurs team up with a Destroyer 
skipper to implement a new type of pump technology. We’ve 
had teachers use our wide-ranging syllabus with students as 
young as the fourth grade. We’ve helped develop the business 
plan for a disaster relief social entrepreneurial project. And 
we’ve even gotten four of our junior officer Disruptive 
Thinkers to sit on a panel at a recent USNI/AFCEA 
conference and proclaim the gospel of innovation in strategic 
situations. 

It’s military education without anything to do directly 
with the military. We’ve done topics on the future of energy, 
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crowdsourcing, leadership, challenging established political 
institutions, and biomimicry. We’ve linked up venture 
capitalists and cryogeneticists with F/A-18 pilots and Surface 
Warfare junior officers. We’ve seen teachers integrate our 
syllabi into their fourth grade classrooms. Mostly, we’ve seen 
an excitement around ideas and a willingness to push 
innovation in the military that was not previously seen in our 
monolithic culture. 

The most notable benefit is that our military peers are 
starting to see connections and relationships between 
seemingly mutually exclusive fields. They see the potential for 
new avenues of procurement, new ways of approaching 
battlefield problems, and most importantly, new ways of 
integrating the trends that are affecting every part of our world 
into their professional culture. 

Orson Scott Card noted that “every officer learns how to 
function within the system that promoted him.” So we get 
officers who think small, don’t understand the importance of 
broad understanding, and miss the trends that are shaping our 
world. We get procurement officials who buy $150 million 
strike fighters when the future may be in autonomous, cheap, 
swarming drones. 

It’s time we get leadership that understands the present. 
This necessarily requires understanding the context of our 
world. That context is not merely in artillery shells and 
Tomahawk missiles, but rather crowdfunding, horizontal 
management, social media and broad interaction with people 
not like us. Adaptable strategy requires the ability to consider 
everything, not merely one thing. The beginning of such 
thought is a Disruptive Mind. 

 
North Korea’s Provocations Becoming Dangerously 

Close to South Korea’s Tolerance Levels by Craig Scanlan 
from Asia Security Watch (New Pacific Institute), April 7 

North Korea continues to increase the level of its 
provocations, and this winter's training cycle has seen renewed 
intensity (Picture via Euronews) 

The sinking of the Republic of Korea’s Pohang-class 
Corvette, Cheonan, on March 26, 2010, and the shelling of the 
South Korea’s Yeonpyeong island on November 23, 2010 
have had a profound impact on South Korean peoples’ views 
of their North Korean brethren. 

President Lee Myung-bak’s policies towards North Korea 
have effectively reversed the “Sunshine policy” of his 
predecessors, Kim Dae-jung and Roh Moo-hyun, but prior to 
the two events, there had remained a significant section of the 
South Korean population believing in good will approaches 
toward North Korea. Even after the Cheonan sinking, some 
among South Koreans shifted the blame to President Myung-
bak, blaming his unpopular party for hiding information and 
potentially fabricating the North Korean link to spur an uptick 
in public opinion. 

The Yeonpyeong shelling silenced many of these 
disbelievers, mobilizing the majority of the population to 
accept North Korea as a valid modern threat, and the South 
Korean tolerance level for North Korean provocation has 
become extremely low in the years since 2010. 

Meanwhile, in North Korea, Kim Jong-il is dead and his 
son, Kim Jong-un is in the process of proving his legitimacy 
as the new heir and ruler of the Democratic People’s Republic 
of Korea (DPRK). As the 100th birthday of his grandfather, 

North Korea hero and demi-god, Kim Il-Sung approaches, 
Jong-un has busied himself by continually demonstrating 
military prowess (and thus, his strength) to his people. Not a 
day passes with propaganda emerging from the DPRK, 
showing Jong-un’s review of military installations or his 
‘conducting’ of military drills. The DPRK’s plan to launch a 
space satellite, despite international criticism, is the icing on 
the cake of Jong Un’s internal power play. 

The North Korean powers-that-be couldn’t be trying 
harder to grow an instant aura of dominance for their new 
leader. 

As Japan, South Korea, the United States (and Taiwan, 
who shall remain in parenthesis b/c we must always pretend 
that no one is allowed to interact with them) all prepare to 
confront North Korea’s satellite launch with their missile 
defense systems, the potential for flare-ups have increased 
exponentially, though all sides involved in this space satellite 
debacle appear keen on maintaining the status quo. Even a 
Japanese/South Korean interception of the North Korea rocket 
would likely leave two happy sides, a North Korea with new 
ammunition to fuel the Jong-un vs. World personality cult, and 
a happy United States, massaging relationships with regional 
allies, while testing their missile systems (and freaking out 
China). 

Unfortunately, Kim Jong-un’s military machinations have 
trickled down to many levels of the North Korean military, 
increasing potential provocations on all fronts. These fronts 
are less anticipated, and while less “major,” all contain the 
potential for conflict. As North Korea plays more and more 
games to demonstrate their military prowess, they’re doing it 
at a time when South Korea has one of the shortest fuses for 
such shenanigans that it’s had in decades. This, coupled with a 
point where the DPRK may be pressed by internal political 
situations to demonstrate the bite behind their bark, leads to a 
dire overall outlook for the peninsula. 

North Korea is currently flying 650 Air Force sorties per 
day, a change from the 300-400 normally seen during the 
winter training months (North Korea’s standard military 
training period), and a far cry from the yearly average of 100 
sorties per day. South Korean pilots have been forced to 
scramble their fighters more often, discouraging DPRK 
fighters from encroaching on zones near South Korean 
airspace (Sidenote: “even on weekends” is the best thing I’ve 
ever read in an article. I hope to god that South Korea is ready 
to fight on weekends). 

In addition, South Korea is still at a loss to locate three 
(“or four,” yet another classic quote that makes me fear South 
Korean military acumen) North Korean SANG’O-class 
infiltration submarines. While again, this is the time of year 
when the North Korean military conducts training exercises, 
KGS Nightwatch indicates that a major missed indicator in the 
sinking of the Cheonan in 2010 was the departure of North 
Korean submarines from port prior to the sinking. 

Kim Jong-un is fueling his military on many levels, 
hoping to prove his legitimacy in the eyes of his people, to 
throw a bone to a military whose support he desperately needs, 
and to celebrate the 100th anniversary of his grandfather’s 
birth (which in turn, helps his legitimacy). North Korea is 
pressing their luck on multiple fronts, increasing provocations 
in hopes of solidifying their people’s loyalty against a 
percieved bevvy of external threats. Unfortunately, this comes 
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at a time when South Korea’s tolerance for such acts has fallen 
precipitously after two previous provocations turned deadly. 

The U.S./ROK/Japan ‘alliance’ has found renewed 
strength in forging bonds together in the shadow of North 
Korea’s rocket launch, but this author warns that it’s often the 
little things that touch off a conflict. While the allies appear 
well-prepared for the DPRK’s launch, he hopes that this 
Pacific alliance is prepared for other provocations that may 
test South Korea’s short threshold to the very limit. 

…and for an alliance that’s huge on baseball, this author 
warns that North Korea already h 

 
Culinary Warfare: Navy Week New Orleans Seafood 

Cook-off from Navy Cyberspace Blog, April 6 
Navy Week New Orleans will officially kick off on 

Tuesday, April 17 and will conclude on the following 
Monday. New Orleans is the inaugural city in a three-year 
national celebration commemorating the War of 1812 and the 
Star-Spangled Banner. 

Navy Week New Orleans will have many of the same 
events that you have come to expect during such an event. 
There will be ships from the United States Navy other nations 
that you may be able to tour, the “Blue Angels,” the U.S. 
Navy’s flight demonstration team, a Navy Band will perform, 
and the “Leap Frogs,” the Navy’s parachute team will 
demonstrate their expertise in falling to the ground with style, 
but New Orleans’ Navy Week will offer what other Navy 
Weeks have not, a battle to the death. 

Okay, maybe not to the death for the entrants, but many a 
good sea creatures will meet their peril during the Great 
Louisiana Seafood Cook-Off. On Friday the 20th, at 1330 in 
Waldenburg Park on the banks of the Mississippi River, the 
Culinary Specialists from each of the various nation’s 
participating ships will partake in the first ever cook-off that 
utilizes only the best seafood Louisiana has to offer. 

When the day begins, the cook-off participants will take a 
trip to Rouses Market, located in downtown New Orleans, to 
shop for their recipe’s ingredients. Each team has a $200 
spending limit, donated by Rouses, and will be assisted by the 
award-winning and nationally famous New Orleans chef, 
Susan Spicer. 

For the battle, each team will be paired up with a well-
known Louisiana chef, and will have just 30 minutes to 
prepare a dish using any ingredients they want with at least 
one of Louisiana’s crab, oysters, shrimp, fish, or crawfish. 

The Teams 

 Team Canada (HMCS St. Johns): Alfred Singleton, 
Dickie Brennan’s Steakhouse 

 Team Ecuador: Vinny Russo, Ritz Carlton 

 Team USS Mitscher: Kevin Belton, New Orleans 
School of Cooking 

 Team USS DeWert: Gus Martin, Muriel’s (Navy) 

 Team France: Jack Leonardi, Jacques Imo’s 

 Team Navy Reserve: Bart Bell, Crescent City Pie and 
Sausage (Army) 

 Team England (HMS Montrose): Cory Bahr, Cotton 
– Monroe, LA 

 Team Indonesia: Manny Auguello, Jolie Louisiana 
Bistro – Lafayette, LA 

 Team Coast Guard: Diana Chauvin, La Thai 

 Team U.S. Marines: Stacy Hall, Dick & Jenny’s 

 Team USS WASP: Johnny Blancher, Ye Olde 
College Inn 

The six very lucky judges, made up of local celebrity 
chefs and military dignitaries, will grade the dishes based on 
three factors; presentation, creativity and, of course, taste. 
After the event, at 1630, the winning team will be announced. 

Go U.S. Navy! 
Lord, help us if the Marines win. 
 
Navy Counselor on Teaching Kids to Manage Money 

by Briand Pampuro from Navy Live, April 6 
Brian Pampuro is a Work and Family Life consultant for 

the Fleet and Family Support Center at Naval Support Activity 
Bethesda. He is also a financial counselor and a retired 
Sailor. 

Brian Pampuro Blog Introduction 
View Clip (RT: 0:31) 
As parents, we often agonize over what type of gift we 

want to get for our children during the holidays or when their 
birthday is fast approaching. One of the best gifts that a parent 
can give their child, is the ability to save and manage money 
smartly. 

I bring this topic up often when I am speaking with 
groups of people or even counseling clients on a “one-on-one” 
basis because it’s a topic that generally sparks a lot of interest 
and generates good conversation. Since April is celebrated as 
“Month of the Military Child,” there is not a better time than 
now to share some of my thoughts on the topic. I appreciate 
my colleague, Lee Acker, sharing his blog space with me for 
the month of April. 

So, okay, you and some of our other readers might 
disagree with my theory. You probably feel that the best gift 
you can give your child is a happy, healthy home, built on a 
foundation of unconditional love. I couldn’t agree with you 
more! If you raise your children in a happy, healthy home, 
stabilized by unconditional love, they will most likely succeed 
in dealing with almost any of the complexities life will throw 
at them. The truth is though, even some of the most grounded 
and stable people I know have not made the best financial 
decisions. 

I want our readers to understand and realize that poor 
money management decisions are not the result of poor 
parenting, sub-level intelligence or lack of educational 
accomplishment. Based on my experience as a financial 
counselor, I’ve found that most poor money management 
decisions are made because people simply do not know how to 
manage money and never had the opportunity to learn. A lot 
of our own parents were never exposed to proper money 
management skills or techniques for saving and investing. 
Think back to the days when you were in junior high or high 
school. Were there courses offered on basic personal finance 
or money management? When I ask that question in group 
settings, it is a rare occasion that someone will raise their 
hand. Some school systems are now offering basic personal 
finance classes to your junior high and high school-aged 
children, but is that enough? 

I have heard a variety of things that some parents do to 
teach their youngsters about earning and saving money. Most 
agree that the best tool that you can use to teach your kids 
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money management is to give them a monthly allowance. In 
my opinion, allowances should be given as way for children to 
learn money management, not as a means to get your kids to 
perform household tasks. Learning to contribute to the 
household without expectation of a monetary reward is 
something kids should be taught at an early age. If you do that, 
then whatever you give your kids in terms of an allowance can 
be used to teach them how to manage money. 

I would like to offer our readers these six suggestions to 
help encourage your children to save and manage money and 
to lead them down a path to financial freedom: 

1) Match your children’s savings dollar for dollar, 
quarter for dollar or whatever comfortably fits your 
budget. Wouldn’t you like free money? It may be a 
small cost to you, but the saving habits you are 
instilling now will be a great return on your 
investment later on in life for you and your� child. 

2) Give your kids interest on their savings. You can 
customize the interest rate so that their account can 
grow at a faster rate. This is another example of free 
money and over time, will introduce your child to the 
power of compound interest. 

3) A good way to help children understand compound 
interest is by allowing them to “see” their money 
grow visually. Over time, even small amounts of 
money can grow at a fast rate. Demonstrate 
compound interest�using a chart or spread sheet. For 
something a little more “kid friendly,” you can use 
kids “on-line” savings program such as Smarty Pig or 
Feed The Pig. Your bank or credit union might offer 
financial literacy programs for children, too. 

4) Put your child in charge of buying their own “stuff.” 
This can be done with allowance and is for things 
like candy, video games, trading cards, cell phone 
applications, etc. It might surprise you how frugal 
your child will become when it’s their money being 
spent and not yours. In addition to helping children 
learn how to determine “needs versus wants,” the 
added benefit is that it will save you money in the 
long run, too. 

5) Give your kids a concrete reason to save by having 
them establish and record financial goals. Make sure 
the goals are easily attainable in a relatively short 
period of time. This will increase the chance that they 
will want to establish more goals in the future and 
you can then increase the time and the amount they 
need to save for those goals, “a bite at a time” I say. 
These goal-setting skills will help them later on when 
they are ready to start saving for a car or home. 

6) Help your kids open a savings account at your bank 
or credit union. Kids love to act “grown-up” and 
tapping into this opportunity may be the spark that 
ignites their life-long savings habit. Additionally, 
when their money is in a savings account, it is not as 
easily accessible. Encourage your child to categorize 
their savings into three groups: saving and investing; 
charity/church/community; and, spending. 
Recommend that your child deposit at least 10% of 
any money they receive for allowance, gifts, earning, 
etc. into their savings. Another 10% can go to the 
charity/church/community category. The remainder 

can be set aside for future spending based on your 
child’s financial goals. 

Remember, your children are always looking up to you 
for guidance and direction. If you model good saving 
behaviors, money management skills and savvy consumer 
habits, chances are your kids will most likely do the same. 
Best of luck to all of you parents that are raising our next 
generation of millionaires! 

How to Teach Your Kids Financial Planning 
View Clip (RT: 0:40) 
 
Faces of the Fleet from Navy Live, April 5 
“Faces of the Fleet” takes a look at YOUR Navy 

operating forward. These images represent the greatest Sailors 
in the greatest Navy in the world leading from the deck plates, 
and completing missions around the globe. This is your fleet 
and these are your Sailors! Hooyah, Navy!! 

 Ensign Michael Cullen, left, and Electronics 
Technician 3rd Class Harry Vargas, right, assigned to 
the guided-missile destroyer USS Forrest Sherman 
(DDG 98), discuss their performance conducting a 
visit, board, search, and seizure exercise during flag 
officer sea training (FOST) with a member of the 
FOST assessment team. The ship is engaged in 
FOST, which assesses the ship's operational readiness 
for multiple battle situations. 

 Builder 2nd Class Sean E. Roberts, from Archbald, 
Pa., assigned to Naval Mobile Construction Battalion 
(NMCB) 11, removes formwork during a 
construction project in the Lashkar Gah district. 
NMCB-11 is constructing a compound for Marine 
advisor teams who will advise Afghan Uniformed 
Police and prepare them for the eventual draw down 
of U.S. and allied forces in Afghanistan. 

 Aviation Structural Mechanic 3rd Class Timothy 
Hennings, left, and Aviation Structural Mechanic 
Airman Barney Carter, right, lift a nose strut from an 
F/A-18F Super Hornet assigned to the Bounty 
Hunters of Strike Fighter Squadron (VFA) 2 in the 
hangar bay of the Nimitz-class aircraft carrier USS 
Abraham Lincoln (CVN 72). Abraham Lincoln is 
deployed to the U.S. 5th Fleet area of responsibility 
conducting maritime security operations, theater 
security cooperation efforts and support missions as 
part of Operation Enduring Freedom. 

 Aircrew Survival Equipmentman 3rd Class Patricia 
Bermudez repeats a message to her hose team while 
practicing basic damage control techniques in the 
hangar bay of the Nimitz-class aircraft carrier USS 
Abraham Lincoln (CVN 72). Abraham Lincoln is 
deployed to the U.S. 5th Fleet area of responsibility 
conducting maritime security operations, theater 
security cooperation efforts and support missions as 
part of Operation Enduring Freedom. 

 Sailors monitor console settings in the MK-45 5-
inch/54 caliber lightweight gun aboard the guided-
missile destroyer USS Milius (DDG 69) as MILIUS 
conducts a practice gunnery exercise. 
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 Airman Aaron Meriwether detaches a ramp from the 
forward-deployed amphibious assault ship USS 
Essex (LHD 2). Essex is the lead ship of the only 
forward-deployed amphibious ready group. 

 Aviation Electronics Technician Airman Nicholas 
Nodine updates a plotting board during a damage 
control drill aboard the amphibious assault ship USS 
Kearsarge (LHD 3). Kearsarge is underway 
conducting Afloat Training Group 1.4 basic phase 
training. 

 Nurses assigned to U.S. Naval Hospital Guantanamo 
Bay participate in a practical exercise as part of the 
Trauma Nursing Core Course, held for the first time 
at Guantanamo Bay. The course is designed to help 
nurses use a systematic and standardized approach to 
the care of an injured patient. 

 The U.S. Navy Band performs before the start of the 
Chief Petty Officers' 119th birthday celebration and 
"Year of the Chief" kick-off at the Navy Memorial. 

View Gallery (9 Photos) 
USS Nimitz (CVN 68) Chief Petty Officers 

From the CPO Mess aboard USS Nimitz (CVN 68): 
Happy Birthday, U.S. Navy Chief Petty Officers. 

View Clip (RT: 1:29) 
Your Navy TODAY (Apr. 5-9 2012) 
On any given day, in your Navy, our team of more than 

600,000 professional Sailors and Civilians are working 
together around the globe to perform our mission: deter 
aggression and, if deterrence fails, win our Nation’s wars. It is 
not possible to share every aspect of this global team but, 
through this blog, we offer you a glimpse of what these men 
and women do. 

April 5 - CNO at Shipbuilding Facility; Year of the 
Chief 

View Gallery (4 Photos) 
April 6 - Community Service in Malaysia; 

Maintenance on Navy Aircraft 
View Gallery (4 Photos) 
April 9 - Sailors Sing at Sea; Enterprise Under 

Friendship Bridge 
View Clip (4 Photos) 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. ANSO Convention Welcomes CNO 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 09 AUG 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Byron C. Linder, Navy Public Affairs Support 
Element West San Diego 

SAN DIEGO – Chief of Naval Operations (CNO) Adm. Jonathan Greenert addressed attendees of the Association of Naval 
Services Officers’ (ANSO) 32nd annual convention at a luncheon, Aug. 9. 

 
2. Surface Ship Material Readiness Improvements 
(U.S. FLEET FORCES COMMAND BLOG 09 AUG 12) ... Adm. John C. Harvey, Jr. 

In July 2010 I testified to Congress that institutional risk to the Navy was moderate trending to significant. High operational 
tempo as a result of growing operational demand was consuming the Fleet at a higher than planned rate. Although there was no doubt 
that we were deploying units that were operationally ready, overall readiness trends were in the wrong direction, particularly in our 
surface force, putting at risk our ability to sustain operational readiness into the future. 

 
3. 5@5 – Littoral Combat Ship Part II 
This is the last in a two-part series in response to your 5@5. The Director of Surface Warfare Rear Adm. 
Thomas Rowden, answers your questions about the capabilities of the littoral combat ship. 
(NAVY LIVE BLOG 09 AUG 12) ... Rear Adm. Thomas Rowden 

LCS will establish and maintain dominance in near-shore environments (littorals), and is a critical part of the surface force’s 
ability to provide deterrence, sea control, and power projection around the world. Want to learn more? Read on. 

 
4. On Tap Today: The Navy Is Coming! 
(MILWAUKEE JOURNAL-SENTINEL 09 AUG 12) ... Jackie Loohauis-Bennett 

Fleet’s in! Join the U.S. Navy commemoration of the Bicentennial of the War of 1812 right here in Our Town with ship tours and 
more. 

 

CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
5. Eisenhower, CVW-7 Commence OEF Missions 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 09 AUG 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Nathanael Miller, Eisenhower Carrier Strike Group 
Public Affairs 

USS DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER, At Sea -- Carrier Air Wing (CVW) 7, embarked aboard aircraft carrier USS Dwight D. 
Eisenhower (CVN 69), began flying the first combat sorties in support of Operation Enduring Freedom (OEF), Aug. 9. 

 
6. Carrier Air Wing 11 Departs USS Nimitz 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 09 AUG 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Robert Winn, USS Nimitz Public Affairs 

USS NIMITZ, At Sea -- The squadrons of Carrier Air Wing (CVW) 11 embarked on board the aircraft carrier USS Nimitz (CVN 
68) for the Rim of the Pacific (RIMPAC) 2012 exercises left for their home stations beginning with the fly off Aug. 8. 

 
7. USS Olympia Conducts Western Pacific Deployment 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 09 AUG 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Ronald Gutridge, COMSUBPAC Public Affairs 

PEARL HARBOR, Hawaii -- Friends and families of the crew from USS Olympia (SSN 717) gathered at the submarine piers at 
Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam to say goodbye as the Los Angeles-class submarine departed for a scheduled Western Pacific 
(WESTPAC) deployment, Aug. 8. 

 
8. Vella Gulf Returning To Norfolk Naval Station Saturday 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 09 AUG 12) ... Lauren King 

NORFOLK -- The guided missile cruiser Vella Gulf will return home on Saturday after a seven-month deployment. 
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GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
9. Australia Urges Deeper U.S.-China Ties 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 09 AUG 12) ... Amy Coopes 

SYDNEY — Australia said Thursday it was “optimistic” about the emergence of China as a world power but said strong and 
peaceful ties between Beijing and the United States would be key to regional stability. 

 
10. U.S. Denies Sabre-Rattling In Our Region 
(AUSTRALIAN ASSOCIATED PRESS 09 AUG 12) ... Julian Drape, Xavier La Canna and Max Blenkin 

The head of the United States Marines has used a trip to Darwin to again hose down fears the U.S. troop build-up in Australia is 
about sabre-rattling in the region. 

 
11. Lee Myung-Bak Makes Historic Visit To Dokdo 
ROK President Visits Disputed Islets in Sea of Japan 
(SEOUL JOONG ANG DAILY 10 AUG 12) ... Ser Myo-ja 

President Lee Myung-bak [Yi Myo'ng-pak] today made a landmark visit to Dokdo [Liancourt Rocks], Korea's easternmost islets--
a symbolic trip no other president has made. 

 
12. Iran, Excluded From Other Meetings On Syria, Hosts Its Own 
(NEW YORK TIMES 10 AUG 12) ... Thomas Erdbrink 

TEHRAN — Shut out of diplomatic meetings on the Syria conflict, Iran convened emergency consultations of its own on 
Thursday, with participants from nearly 30 countries, including Russia and China, discussing ways to reach a solution. It was the first 
such gathering since the special representative Kofi Annan resigned as a United Nations and Arab League mediator last week. 

 
13. Iran's Navy Says Has No Plan For Naval Reactors 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 09 AUG 12) 

TEHRAN, Iran — An Iranian semiofficial news agency is quoting the country's acting navy commander as saying that Tehran has 
no immediate plans to build nuclear naval reactors. 

 

PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
14. Combat Nurse Gets Bronze Star For Removing Grenade From Marine's Leg 
Lt. Cmdr. James Gennari is a Navy trauma nurse from Indiana 
(CHICAGO TRIBUNE 10 AUG 12) ... Dan Hinkel and John Keilman 

Stationed in an Afghan battle zone, Navy trauma nurse Lt. Cmdr. James Gennari gained plenty of experience treating the wounds 
of war. But he had never seen anything like the case that arrived by helicopter one day in January. 

 
15. The Doctor Is In: Electronic Health Records And You 
(NAVY MEDICINE LIVE 09 AUG 12) ... Barclay P. Butler 

Health professionals have long known the promise of electronic health records. For more than two decades, the Department of 
Defense (DoD) and the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) have been working together to apply the benefits of this fast evolving 
technology. The Departments already share more clinical health information than any two health care systems in the world, and 
together will comprise the largest integrated health network in the world, with more than 18 million total members worldwide. 

 
16. 'Shipmates To Workmates' Announces Hiring Event 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 09 AUG 12) ... Naval Sea Systems Command Office of Corporate Communications 

WASHINGTON -- The "Shipmates to Workmates" program will host a hiring fair to connect veterans to meaningful employment 
at the Anchors Catering and Conference Center in San Diego, Aug. 16. 

 
17. San Diego And Green Bay Meet Twice Thursday 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 09 AUG 12) ... Jordan England-Nelson 

MISSION VALLEY — Sailors from the Navy ships San Diego and Green Bay went head-to-head Thursday morning to 
determine which crew would become the true master of the pigskin. 

 
18. From Subic Bay to San Diego: One Sailor's Journey Through the Ranks 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 10 AUG 12) ... Candice Villarreal, Naval Supply Command Fleet Logistics Center San Diego Public Affairs 

SAN DIEGO -- It was a normal day in the Philippines; hot, muggy, and fairly uneventful. But as a young Virgilio "James" 
Dariano ruffled through the pages of his textbooks one summer afternoon in 1984, he had no idea what his mother was up to back 
home. 
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19. Second Naval Academy Mid Dies In Traffic Accident 
(ANNAPOLIS CAPITAL GAZETTE 09 AUG 12) ... Alex Jackson 

For the second time in a week, a U.S. Naval Academy midshipman has been killed in an traffic accident. 
 

FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
20. F-35 Fighter Drops First Bomb, Marking New Test Phase 
Bomb over Atlantic range tests release gear, not targeting; F-35 is Pentagon's costliest weapons program; 
Eight other countries are cost-sharing in the program 
(REUTERS 09 AUG 12) ... Jim Wolf 

WASHINGTON -- A Lockheed Martin Corp F-35 Joint Strike Fighter aircraft has dropped its first bomb in a new test stage of the 
Pentagon's costliest weapons purchase, officials said Thursday. 

 
21. Air Force, Navy Seek Cooperation Developing Battle Hardened Drones 
(NATIONAL DEFENSE 09 AUG 12) ... Stew Magnuson 

LAS VEGAS — After more than a decade of flying unmanned aerial vehicles in permissive environments, both the Air Force and 
Navy acknowledge that it won't always be this way. Future UAVs may have to dodge surface-to-air missiles, jet fighters and fend off 
attempts to jam their GPS and communication links. 

 
22. Fighting Machines 
Intelligent, autonomous robots set to change combat landscape 
(STARS AND STRIPES 09 AUG 12) ... Chris Carroll 

The squad had just stepped off the road and into a field when a bone-shaking thud rattled the hot July morning. The Marines 
fanned out and soon staccato M-16 fire rang out. 

 
23. Chief Of Naval Research Moderates Panel At Unmanned Systems Conference 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 09 AUG 12) ... Grace Jean, Office of Naval Research 

ARLINGTON, Va. -- The Navy's chief of naval research led a panel discussion highlighting technology challenges and a vision 
for future maritime robotic systems Aug. 8, at the Association for Unmanned Vehicle Systems International's (AUVSI) annual 
conference. 

 
24. New Report Suggests Navy Should Build Three Submarines Annually 
Congressional Budget Office says Navy's ship-construction schedule of two per year would result in vessel 
shortage 
(NEW LONDON DAY 10 AUG 12) ... Jennifer McDermott 

The Navy could buy three attack submarines annually for many of the years between 2014 and 2023 to prevent a shortfall in the 
fleet, according to the Congressional Budget Office. 

 
25. Defense Cuts: Three Things Americans Should Know 
(CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR 09 AUG 12) ... Anna Mulrine 

The House of Representatives approved in July a bill that's likely to spark a showdown on military spending. In the face of 
looming defense cuts and amped-up warnings on Capitol Hill, there are three things that experts wish every American – and politician, 
for that matter – knew about the Pentagon's financial state of affairs. 

 
26. U.S. Defense Firms Could Push Forward With Layoff Notices 
(THE HILL 09 AUG 12) ... Carlo Muñoz 

Despite administration warnings that notices related to sequestration were unnecessary, Lockheed Martin and Pratt & Whitney are 
continuing their preparations. 

 

BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
27. Navy Medicine, GE Healthcare Discuss Medical Innovation During Milwaukee Navy Week 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 10 AUG 12) ... Valerie A. Kremer, U.S. Navy Bureau of Medicine and Surgery Public Affairs 

MILWAUKEE -- Navy Medicine and GE Healthcare leadership discussed shared initiatives in resource management, research 
and development, and patient care Aug. 9 during Milwaukee Navy Week. 

 
28. Warships Pass Through Welland Canal 
(WELLAND TRIBUNE (CANADA) 09 AUG 12) ... Jeff Bolichowski 

ST. CATHARINES - The warships navigating the Welland Canal this week are sailing into history. 



 4

 
29. Navy, St. Louis Send Off 54th Annual Cardinal Recruit Company 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 09 AUG 12) ... Navy Recruiting District St. Louis Public Affairs 

ST. LOUIS -- Eighty-seven future Sailors took the oath of enlistment in a pregame ceremony at Bush Stadium Aug. 9. The 87 
recruits make up the 54th Cardinal Company. 

 
30. Japan Defense Official To Visit U.S. Next Week For Osprey Crash Info 
(KYODO NEWS 10 AUG 12) 

TOKYO -- A senior Japanese defense official will visit the United States next week to obtain more information about the crash of 
an MV-22 Osprey military transport aircraft in Morocco, Defense Minister Satoshi Morimoto said Friday. 

 

NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
31. Diplomats And Warriors: Can This Friendship Be Saved? 
(NATIONAL DEFENSE 09 AUG 12) ... Sandra I. Erwin 

The belief that troops are better suited to fight wars than to rebuild nations underlies much of the rhetoric heard from 
administration officials about the need to bolster diplomacy and development in places like Afghanistan. 

 
32. Pentagon Seeks More Powers For Cyberdefense 
Pentagon Proposes More Robust Role For Its Cyber-Specialists 
(WASHINGTON POST 10 AUG 12) ... Ellen Nakashima 

The Pentagon has proposed that military cyber-specialists be given permission to take action outside its computer networks to 
defend critical U.S. computer systems — a move that officials say would set a significant precedent. 

 
33. Heroes Program Helps Families Travel 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 09 AUG 12) ... Lisa Daniel 

Families of wounded warriors already are benefitting from a program that started last month to make it easier for them to travel 
with their loved ones for medical treatment. 

 

OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
34. Defending The Defense Budget 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 10 AUG 12) ... Rep. Eric Cantor 

A new word has entered this year's political debate - "sequester." This is Washington budget-speak for across-the-board spending 
cuts. 

 
35. How Defense Austerity Will Test U.S. Strategy In Asia 
(THE DIPLOMAT 09 AUG 12) ... Michael C. Horowitz 

Recognizing the vital role that a peaceful and stable Asia-Pacific plays in ensuring overall global security, the United States has 
announced plans to rebalance its overall defense efforts toward the region. At the June 2012 Shangri-La Dialogue in Singapore, 
Secretary of Defense Leon Panetta stated that “all of the U.S. military services are focused on implementing the president’s guidance 
to make the Asia-Pacific a top priority.” Unfortunately, the looming “fiscal cliff” facing the United States has large-scale implications 
for its role in Asia. 

 
36. The Bully Of The South China Sea 
China's broad territorial claims have no legal merit, and the U.S. is the only power strong enough to push 
back. 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 10 AUG 12) ... Editorial 

Last Friday, a U.S. State Department spokesman stated that Beijing's recent decision to upgrade tiny Sansha City in the disputed 
Paracel Islands to a "prefecture-level city" and establish a military garrison there runs "counter to collaborative diplomatic efforts to 
resolve differences and risk further escalating tensions in the region." That muted protest was just the excuse Beijing wanted to play a 
round of Down With American Imperialism. The Foreign Ministry called in a U.S. Embassy official for a tongue-lashing Saturday. 
State-run media also went to town, telling the U.S. to "shut up" and stop "instigating" conflict in the region. 

 
37. Race For Arctic Resources 
(KOREA TIMES 08 AUG 12) ... Gwynne Dyer 

You should never ask the barber if you need a haircut. The armed forces in every country are always looking for reasons to worry 
about impending conflict because that’s the only reason that their governments will spend money on them. Sometimes they will be 
right to worry, and sometimes they will be wrong, but right or wrong, they will predict conflict. Like the barbers, it’s in their 
professional interest to say you need their services  
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. ANSO Convention Welcomes CNO 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 09 AUG 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Byron C. Linder, Navy Public Affairs Support 
Element West San Diego 

SAN DIEGO – Chief of Naval Operations (CNO) Adm. 
Jonathan Greenert addressed attendees of the Association of 
Naval Services Officers’ (ANSO) 32nd annual convention at a 
luncheon, Aug. 9. 

ANSO fosters the growth, advancement and recognition 
of Hispanic officer and enlisted personnel in the uniformed 
naval services, encompassing the Navy, Marine Corps and 
Coast Guard. Their annual convention focuses on leadership, 
professional development and training through a series of 
workshops. 

Greenert took the stage and reflected on the history of 
Hispanic contributions to the naval services, noting former 
Secretary of the Navy and ANSO founder Edward Hidalgo 
and Adm. David Farragut, the first Hispanic admiral in the 
U.S. Navy. 

“I need some ideas to be better in our ability to recruit and 
retain Hispanic officers and enlisted leaders,” he said. “We 
need to continue to nurture and bring this along, and ANSO is 
a very good source for that. It’s a very good institution.” 

Greenert emphasized the importance of diversity in the 
naval services, citing teamwork between the services as a key 
element to successfully accomplishing the nation’s tasking. 

“When all of us are out there as a team, that’s when we’re 
most effective. We need the imagination of a diverse force. 
It’s a military necessity and a business necessity,” he said. 
“The best are out there. It’s about mining that wide range of 
people. It’s not about quotas. A diverse team will always 
perform better than a group of similar thinkers from the same 
background.” 

Greenert proceeded to take questions on a variety of 
topics, ranging from perform to serve (PTS) to educational 
opportunities. ANSO president, retired Rear Adm. Will 
Rodriguez, presented Greenert with a package of ANSO 
coasters to bring the luncheon to conclusion. 

Rodriguez noted the ANSO convention provided many 
unique opportunities for the attendees. 

“The CNO understands what we need to do. He’s 
dedicated to what we do and to the Sailors. We can’t fight 
without the people, and that’s his number one focus,” said 
Rodriguez. “If you come to ANSO, you’re going to get access 
to these key leaders and commercial leaders that can help you 
transition. You’re going to get things like one-on-one flag 
mentoring that you wouldn’t be able to otherwise.” 

The ANSO convention will conclude Aug. 10. 
Return to Index 
 

2. Surface Ship Material Readiness Improvements 
(U.S. FLEET FORCES COMMAND BLOG 09 AUG 12) ... Adm. John C. Harvey, Jr. 

In July 2010 I testified to Congress that institutional risk 
to the Navy was moderate trending to significant. High 
operational tempo as a result of growing operational demand 
was consuming the Fleet at a higher than planned rate. 
Although there was no doubt that we were deploying units that 
were operationally ready, overall readiness trends were in the 
wrong direction, particularly in our surface force, putting at 
risk our ability to sustain operational readiness into the future. 

Over the past three years, the Fleet and maintenance 
community have taken significant actions to reverse negative 
surface force readiness health trends, as documented in this 
memo. What we have accomplished is a good news story for 
our Navy and reflects CNO's very strong and enduring 
commitment to Fleet Wholeness. These negative trends 
(underfunding of surface ship maintenance and our manpower 
accounts), however, were twenty years in the making and will 

take constant pressure and daily attention from us over time to 
fully resolve. So, while we can say we’ve arrested the decline 
in surface force readiness, we cannot declare victory. And in 
January we face the strong possibility of Sequestration, either 
as currently enacted in law or in some other form. 

In this environment, deploying 
ships/submarines/aircraft/equipment that perform to design 
specification with Sailors confident in their ability to 
accomplish all assigned missions means we MUST hold the 
line on time-tested, combat proven standards that govern how 
we operate, maintain, inspect, certify and command our units. 
We have already proven that resourced-based outcomes are 
detrimental to Fleet Wholeness and mission success. 
Achieving and sustaining Fleet Wholeness will require that we 
all apply constant pressure - up and down the chain-of-
command - to achieve outcome-based resourcing. 

Return to Index 
 

3. 5@5 – Littoral Combat Ship Part II 
This is the last in a two-part series in response to your 5@5. The Director of Surface Warfare Rear Adm. 
Thomas Rowden, answers your questions about the capabilities of the littoral combat ship. 
(NAVY LIVE BLOG 09 AUG 12) ... Rear Adm. Thomas Rowden 

LCS will establish and maintain dominance in near-shore 
environments (littorals), and is a critical part of the surface 
force’s ability to provide deterrence, sea control, and power 
projection around the world. Want to learn more? Read on. 

Question: I’m very concerned, and if this it true, 
disappointed concerning the LCS’ ability to swap mission 
modules: 

Answer: The challenge, here, has more to do with the 
personnel required to perform a given mission for a given 
Mission Package (MP) than it does with equipment. We have 
demonstrated the 96-hour capability numerous times, but the 
challenge is taking a core crew that has been doing one 
mission, say SUW, and then integrating a new MP, like MIW, 
which requires the core crew to shift gears and perform an 
equally challenging mission set with a new MIW MP crew. 



 6

There is some integration training and re-certification required 
that extends beyond the 96-hours. Of course, it is extremely 
important to compare LCS and its timely mission flexibility to 
that of existing capability, capacity, and business practices. In 
January, we received an urgent Request For Forces from one 
of our Combatant Commanders (CCDRs) for more Avenger 
class MCMs forward, and the ships didn’t arrive until last 
month. Even when taking into consideration the additional 
crew integration and critical logistical planning factors, LCS 
will deliver its capabilities much quicker. Rest assured, we 
recognize that our ability to change MPs to meet changing 
requirements is one of LCS’s most valuable assets, and we are 
working hard on how to stage, swap, and sustain the MPs in 
various theaters, we will test our MP swap-out-related 
planning factors during LCS 1′s upcoming operations in the 
South China Sea while she is stationed forward in Singapore 
next year. 

Question: What does the whole LCS concept mean when 
it comes to manning? Does it mean a reduction in manning? 

Answer: The LCS program’s groundbreaking operational 
and sustainment concepts are transforming the Surface Force. 
Each LCS will be manned with a core crew of less than 50 
personnel, and will support one of three distinct mission areas 
(Mine Countermeasures, Surface Warfare and Anti-Submarine 
Warfare) using an embarked mission package with a crew of 
up to 19 personnel. LCS will also have an aviation detachment 
of 23 personnel. 

To support this crew, LCS relies on automation and 
shore-based support to a greater degree than legacy ship 
classes. The savings from crew size more than offset the 
increased shore support. LCS Sailors will increase their skills 
at a higher rate than elsewhere in the Navy because of the 
unique cross-rating requirements and extensive training which 
includes state-of-the-art trainers. 

Navy efforts are now focused on transitioning from 
testing these initial R&D ships to operationally employing the 
ships and ensuring the Navy is prepared to man, train, and 
equip this entirely new class in the most efficient and effective 
manner. This includes an in-depth review of the crew size and 
billet base to determine if and where we need to make any 
adjustments. 

Question: What is the top speed of these ships? Are they 
part of the 5th Fleet? 

Answer: LCS was designed with speed in mind. Each 
variant has demonstrated a top sprint speed in excess of 40 
knots. These speeds become a force multiplier, giving LCS the 
ability to rapidly reposition for operational effectiveness and 
chase down high-speed targets. As these ships deliver in 
numbers, they will be based in the United States and 
ultimately forward deploy for about 16-18 months at a time to 
all the Fleet Areas of Responsibility (AORs). 

Question: I see there are 2300 likes on this add. Has 
anyone looked at the cost of these new ships, repair cost, and 
even have any idea how many times these ships have had to be 
repaired due to design flaws. If we can’t afford to keep our 
Sailors in the navy, then why are we waisting money on a 
design that is not needed right now. 

Answer: LCS is absolutely needed right now. The ship 
and its mission packages will deliver enhanced capability 
compared with that currently provided by guided-missile 
frigates, mine countermeasures ships, and patrol coastal ships 
– many of which will decommission over the next several 
years. We are on a path of success in the LCS program and it 
will provide our Navy the warfighting capabilities we need, 
specifically in the areas of littoral surface warfare, mine 
countermeasures, and anti-submarine warfare. 

It is not uncommon for the Navy to discover and correct 
technical issues encountered on first-of-class ships during the 
post delivery test and trial period. In fact, this is one of the 
main reasons for the test and trail period. This also allows us 
to incorporate lessons learned into the follow-on ships before 
they’re delivered. Development risks have been reduced with 
the construction and testing of the first four ships. Lessons 
learned from the lead ships have been incorporated in the 
follow on ships as part of their baseline and subsequent 
change activity has been minimized. 

Navy has been very mindful of controlling cost in this 
program, as evidenced by the dual block buy, which took 
advantage of the competitive, affordable, fixed-price proposals 
from both industry teams. 

LCS enables Navy to implement the Department of 
Defense Strategic Guidance directing us to develop 
innovative, low-cost, and small-footprint approaches to 
achieve our security objectives. 

Return to Index 
 

4. On Tap Today: The Navy Is Coming! 
(MILWAUKEE JOURNAL-SENTINEL 09 AUG 12) ... Jackie Loohauis-Bennett 

Fleet’s in! Join the U.S. Navy commemoration of the 
Bicentennial of the War of 1812 right here in Our Town with 
ship tours and more. 

And, those show-jumping bunnies are already gone, but 
here's what else is new you can check out Thursday at the 
Wisconsin State Fair. 

View Milwaukee Navy Week Gallery (11 Photos) 

Broadcast Clip - Navy SEAL Talks About Fitness 
Challenge And Leap Frogs Jumps 

(WFAW ABC RADIO FT. ATKINSON (WI) 09 AUG 12) 
Michael Clish 

Lt. Garza, a Navy Seal talks about the SEAL Fitness 
Challenge, Leap Frog Jumps and Milwaukee Navy Week 
2012. 

Listen To Audio (RT: 4:45) 
Return to Index 
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CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
5. Eisenhower, CVW-7 Commence OEF Missions 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 09 AUG 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Nathanael Miller, Eisenhower Carrier Strike Group 
Public Affairs 

USS DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER, At Sea -- Carrier Air 
Wing (CVW) 7, embarked aboard aircraft carrier USS Dwight 
D. Eisenhower (CVN 69), began flying the first combat sorties 
in support of Operation Enduring Freedom (OEF), Aug. 9. 

These missions will provide direct support to coalition 
forces on the ground in Afghanistan. The support includes 
electronic warfare, close-air support, airborne command and 
control, and reconnaissance. 

"Air-support missions are intended to degrade terrorist 
activities, diminish the influence of the Taliban and improve 
security to encourage economic prosperity in the region," said 
Capt. Samuel J. Paparo, CVW-7 commander. "We bring a 
wide range of capabilities to coalition forces in Afghanistan 
and take pride in the fact that we are working with them to 
establish security and stability there. Every squadron has 
trained thoroughly for these missions, and now it is time to 
execute." 

Since 2009, U.S. Navy aircraft have averaged about 5,000 
close-air support missions per year in support of OEF. 

Eisenhower joins the Enterprise Carrier Strike Group 
(CSG), led by aircraft carrier USS Enterprise (CVN 65), 
which has been operating in the U.S. 5th Fleet area of 
responsibility since April. 

While air support will be the primary focus in support of 
OEF, Eisenhower and other CSG surface ships can also 

achieve a robust set of missions in support of regional 
maritime security. 

"Our mission is to set the conditions for economic 
prosperity, which encompasses ensuring maritime security of 
all commercial sea lanes," said Rear Adm. Michael Manazir, 
commander, Eisenhower Carrier Strike Group. "The versatility 
of our capabilities and vitality of our Sailors allows us to be 
flexible and agile at all times." 

Manazir stressed how critical every Sailor of the carrier 
strike group is to mission success, from flight deck personnel, 
to the pilots, to the engineers. 

"Everyone has a role and everyone does it exceptionally 
well," said Manazir. "I am extremely proud of the Sailors that 
compose this strike group and I am certain that each will 
perform at the highest caliber possible." 

CVW-7 is composed of the "Bluetails" of Carrier 
Airborne Early Warning Squadron 121, the "Patriots"of 
Electronic Attach Squadron 140, the "Rampagers" of Strike 
Fighter Squadron (VFA) 83, the "Jolly Rogers" of Strike 
Fighter Squadron (VFA) 103, the "Wildcats" VFA 131, the 
"Puking Dogs" of VFA 143, and the "Nightdippers" of 
Helicopter Anti-submarine Squadron 5. 

Eisenhower is deployed to the U.S. 5th Fleet area of 
responsibility, conducting maritime security operations and 
support missions for Operation Enduring Freedom. 

Return to Index 
 

6. Carrier Air Wing 11 Departs USS Nimitz 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 09 AUG 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Robert Winn, USS Nimitz Public Affairs 

USS NIMITZ, At Sea -- The squadrons of Carrier Air 
Wing (CVW) 11 embarked on board the aircraft carrier USS 
Nimitz (CVN 68) for the Rim of the Pacific (RIMPAC) 2012 
exercises left for their home stations beginning with the fly off 
Aug. 8. 

Disembarking an air wing is a massive undertaking and 
requires coordination between many different departments. 

As many as 700 tri-wall reinforced storage boxes will be 
moved from the ship, said Cmdr. Frank Bennet, Nimitz' 
maintenance officer. 

"We've got to coordinate with squadrons; as soon as the 
last plane leaves we start getting all the tri-walls moved to the 
hangar bays," said Bennet. 

"When that last plane takes off, it's a scramble to get 
everything into the tri-walls," said Aviation Structural 
Mechanic 1st Class Jason Everett, corrosion prevention 
leading petty officer for Strike Fighter Squadron (VFA) 154. 

Each squadron will get approximately 30 tri-walls to fill 
with supplies they brought on board for the underway 
including computers, tools, chains, support equipment, 
televisions and grease pencils. 

"It's like Tetris getting everything to fit inside," said Cpl. 
Jeremiah Clark, assigned to Marine Strike Fighter Squadron 
323. "I already have a packing list of where everything goes, 
and everything we have is really organized, especially our tool 
boxes. It will only take us about two hours to do the actual 
packing." 

As the ship pulls pier-side, shore based cranes will be in 
place to move the boxes to the pier where a fleet of forklifts 
will load the trucks which will depart for their home bases. 

This offload presents the challenge of simultaneously on-
loading gear for the fleet replacement squadrons, which are to 
go underway with Nimitz for carrier qualifications. 

"The hardest part is getting everything staged," said Lt. 
Cmdr. Joseph Hildalgo, officer in charge of the offload. "We 
have nine squadrons to move. It's going to be an all hands 
effort." 

Security, Air Department, Supply Department, Aviation 
Intermediate Maintenance Department, Safety Department and 
all the squadrons coordinate between each other and Naval Air 
Station North Island to ensure all the gear is moved properly. 

The offload marks the final step in the completion of 
RIMPAC 2012. 

Return to Index 
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7. USS Olympia Conducts Western Pacific Deployment 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 09 AUG 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Ronald Gutridge, COMSUBPAC Public Affairs 

PEARL HARBOR, Hawaii -- Friends and families of the 
crew from USS Olympia (SSN 717) gathered at the submarine 
piers at Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam to say goodbye as the 
Los Angeles-class submarine departed for a scheduled 
Western Pacific (WESTPAC) deployment, Aug. 8. 

"We have been preparing for this deployment for over 18 
months, so the crew is eager to put the countless hours of 
training and hard work into action," said Cmdr. Michael 
Boone, USS Olympia commanding officer. "It will be a 
demanding six months, but Olympia is ready and willing to 
take on any challenge that is presented to us." 

Since returning from her last Western Pacific deployment 
in 2010, Olympia finished undergoing deperming, the first 
submarine to complete this treatment at the new drive-in 
submarine magnetic silencing facility, Dec. 15, at Joint Base 
Pearl Harbor-Hickam's Beckoning Point. She has also 
undergone maintenance and her crew has conducted training 
in preparation for this deployment. 

"Like any deployment workup, we have encountered 
some unexpected things but we remained on track and haven't 
lost focus on our mission," said Boone. "Our deployment 
goals are to successfully complete the assigned tasking given 
to us, take care of the crew to ensure morale stays high, have 
the opportunity to see new places and most importantly of all, 
return home safely." 

With a crew size of 141, this will be the first time 
deploying for 39 of Olympia's Sailors, according to Boone. 
This will be the first deployment for Electronics Technician 
Seaman Apprentice Christopher Cummings from Ada, Okla. 
and who has been in the Navy for one year. 

"I am really excited to be deploying. I have been looking 
forward to this day since I checked onboard Olympia," said 
Cummings. "My goal is to further my training and become 
submarine qualified and I am also excited about traveling the 
world and seeing new places." 

Measuring 362 feet long, weighing 6,130 tons when 
submerged, Olympia is one of the Navy's most technologically 
sophisticated submarines. 

Olympia is the United States Navy's 104th nuclear-
powered submarine and the 95th of the attack submarine fleet. 
She is the 29th of the Los Angeles-class nuclear powered fast 
attack submarine to be delivered to the Navy. 

Los Angeles-class submarines are ideally suited for covert 
surveillance, intelligence gathering and Special Forces 
missions. This stealth, when combined with the submarine's 
Tomahawk cruise missiles, mines and torpedoes, provides the 
operational commander with an unseen force multiplier. 

USS Louisville Completes WESTPAC 
Friends and family of the crew members from USS 

Louisville (SSN 724) gathered at the submarine piers to 
welcome back the Los Angeles-class submarine as she 
returned to Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam after completing a 

six-month deployment to the Western Pacific (WESTPAC) 
region, Aug. 8. 

"I am extremely proud of the crew of the Louisville. They 
accomplished tasks in support of both theater and national 
interests with great enthusiasm and skill," said Cmdr. Lee 
Sisco, USS Louisville commanding officer. "This was the 
most rewarding and successful deployment out of the seven 
WESTPAC deployments I've conducted." 

While deployed, Louisville executed a wide range of 
operations in support of Commander Seventh Fleet. In 
addition, she conducted several training exercises, 
contributing to the nation's strategic posture in the Western 
Pacific region. Louisville also strengthened relationships with 
Japan during an exercise with the Japan Maritime Self 
Defense Force. 

During the deployment, 26 Sailors qualified in 
submarines and are now entitled to wear the submarine 
warfare insignia, also referred to as "Dolphins,” after 
completing a rigorous qualification process that included in-
depth understanding of submarine construction and operations, 
and practical assessments of the Sailor's ability to combat a 
wide range of casualties that could be encountered while 
onboard the submarine. A majority of the crew also completed 
advanced qualifications, including Engineering Watch 
Supervisor, Diving Officer of the Watch and Chief of the 
Watch. These qualifications provide greater watch bill 
flexibility and help ensure that Louisville's performance will 
remain strong. 

"We left on WESTPAC with a fairly junior crew but, they 
worked hard to keep the ship clean and stowed, and rapidly 
became qualified for senior watch stations," said Master Chief 
Fire Control Technician (SS) Joseph Bransfield, Louisville 
Chief of the Boat. 

Despite steaming over 40,000 nautical miles in support of 
the nation's defense, the crew enjoyed several memorable port 
visits which included Sasebo and Yokosuka, Japan; Sepangar, 
Malaysia and Subic Bay, Philippines. 

"Within the last six months I have been able to experience 
many different cultures during each port visit which has been 
both exciting and humbling," said Electronics Technician 2nd 
Class (SS) Erick Hahn. 

During their Malaysia visit, Louisville and the submarine 
tender USS Emory S. Land (AS 39) hosted a reception for 
Secretary of Defense, the Honorable Ray Mabus, and 
Malaysian Chief of Naval Operations, Adm. Tan Sri Abdul 
Aziz Jaafar. This event directly contributed to further 
cooperation between the two countries' respective navies 
according to Sisco. 

Louisville is the fourth United States ship to bear the 
name in honor of the city of Louisville, Ky. She is the 35th 
nuclear powered fast-attack submarine of the Los Angeles-
class design. 
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8. Vella Gulf Returning To Norfolk Naval Station Saturday 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 09 AUG 12) ... Lauren King 

NORFOLK -- The guided missile cruiser Vella Gulf will 
return home on Saturday after a seven-month deployment. 

During its deployment to the Mediterranean and Black 
seas, the Vella Gulf participated in multinational exercises 
with countries including France, Greece, Israel, Italy, 
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Romania, Turkey and Ukraine, according to a news release 
from the Navy. The ship also functioned as an air asset for 
anti-submarine operations, reconnaissance, logistics and 
personnel support. 

The crew of 40 officers and 320 Sailors departed on Jan. 
3. The Vella Gulf is based at Norfolk Naval Station. 

Return to Index 
 
 

GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
9. Australia Urges Deeper U.S.-China Ties 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 09 AUG 12) ... Amy Coopes 

SYDNEY — Australia said Thursday it was “optimistic” 
about the emergence of China as a world power but said 
strong and peaceful ties between Beijing and the United States 
would be key to regional stability. 

Defence Minister Stephen Smith said the U.S., China and 
India would be the world’s three “super powers” by the 
second half of this century and Australia wanted Beijing to 
play a “full and constructive role” in the region. 

“I am, and the government is, optimistic about the 
emergence of China,” Smith said following a major defense 
policy speech in Sydney. 

“We’re positive and optimistic about that, but we do think 
it is crucial that China and the United States have a deep level 
of engagement, and the challenge now (is) to avoid strategic 
competition between (them).” 

Australia has important ties with both countries — China, 
a major market for its natural resources, is its top trading 
partner, while it has a long-standing military alliance with the 
U.S. that has just been expanded. 

Some 2,500 U.S. Marines will be stationed in northern 
Australia in years to come and deeper aerial and naval co-
operation is being planned as Washington makes a major shift 
towards the Asia-Pacific region. 

Smith said there was “nothing inconsistent with a 
comprehensive and growing relationship with China and our 
military alliance with the United States,” playing down 
Australia’s importance in the historic pivot of power 
eastwards. 

“Two great powers do not need a country with a 
population of less than 25 million people to be a bridge 

between them,” he said in his speech to the Lowy Institute, a 
foreign policy think tank. 

“That is a matter for them — and a positive constructive 
relationship between two such powers is essential for stability 
and security during this century.” 

Fears about the U.S. presence in Australia were really just 
fears about U.S.-China ties, he added, “and that’s why we say 
to China, and ... the United States the most important thing is 
to get your bilateral relationship right,” 

General James Amos, Commandant of the U.S. Marines 
and one of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, visited the first 
deployment of troops to Australia’s Northern Territory 
Thursday and said the move was not designed to intimidate 
China or others. 

“I don’t look at it as saber-rattling at all,” Amos told 
reporters in Darwin. 

“There is a lot of opportunity to work together: 
humanitarian assistance, disaster relief, training together and 
to actually have an influence on ... responsible behavior in the 
Asia-Pacific area.” 

Smith said the Marines’ presence had already seen talk of 
trilateral humanitarian and disaster drills with Indonesia, and 
Jakarta had signaled that “such exercises could be observed by 
or involve China in (the) future.” 

Though China and India would rise, Smith said Australia 
believed the U.S. would “continue to be the single most 
important strategic actor in our region for the foreseeable 
future,” both independently and through its alliances. 

Return to Index 
 

10. U.S. Denies Sabre-Rattling In Our Region 
(AUSTRALIAN ASSOCIATED PRESS 09 AUG 12) ... Julian Drape, Xavier La Canna and Max Blenkin 

The head of the United States Marines has used a trip to 
Darwin to again hose down fears the U.S. troop build-up in 
Australia is about sabre-rattling in the region. 

At the same time, Defence Minister Stephen Smith has 
suggested Australia's military ties with its closest neighbours 
will be strengthened as Diggers return home from 
Afghanistan, East Timor and the Solomons. 

U.S. Marine Corps commandant General James F Amos 
said on Thursday his troops would work with Australian 
soldiers on humanitarian and disaster relief projects as well as 
building "responsible behaviour in the Asia-Pacific area". 

He insisted his visit to Australia, Japan, the Philippines 
and South Korea was not a show of force. 

"I don't see it as sabre rattling, I see it as partnerships," 
General Amos told reporters at Darwin's Robertson Barracks. 

The number of U.S. troops rotating through Darwin will 
increase in coming years to reach 2500 by 2017. 

At the moment there are just 200 - members of Fox 
Company - on the ground. They arrived in April. 

U.S. ambassador Jeffrey Bleich, also in Darwin on 
Thursday, said the U.S. believes Australia's neighbours are 
relaxed about the build-up. 

"It's not just that people aren't concerned; they are actually 
very positive about it all over the region," Mr. Bleich told Sky 
News. 

"We've just finished exercises with people from 
Indonesia, Singapore and Malaysia. This is an opportunity for 
us all to train together, get to know each other better, and that 
reduces the chance of misunderstanding." 

Mr. Smith, in an address to the Lowy Institute in Sydney, 
said Australia's operational drawdown in Afghanistan, East 
Timor and the Solomons would see the defence force's activity 
in the Asia-Pacific region come back into sharp focus. 
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Australia had a "deep stake" in the security of south-east 
Asia, he said, "which covers our northern approaches through 
which hostile forces would have to operate in order to 
sustainably project force against Australia", Mr. Smith said. 

"The new strategic circumstances ... require enhanced 
defence-to-defence and military-to-military relationships with 
China, India, Indonesia, PNG, Tonga and Vietnam, let alone 
the ongoing enhancement of existing relationships such as 
Japan, New Zealand, Malaysia, Singapore, South Korea, 
Thailand and the U.S. itself," he said. 

As an initial step, Mr. Smith and Indonesian Defence 
Minister Purnomo Yusgiantoro will sign a new defence co-
operation agreement in Jakarta next month. 

The defence minister was also forced to again reject 
claims budget cuts to military spending were putting 

Australian troops serving overseas in danger after former army 
chief Peter Leahy suggested that was the case. 

"I reject it absolutely; there's no basis for it," he told 
reporters. 

He also dismissed any suggestion Australia was 
"somehow taking a free ride in our alliance with the U.S.". 

That's a view shared by the U.S. ambassador, who said 
Washington wasn't worried about Canberra's decision to slash 
defence spending by more than $5 billion. 

Mr. Bleich said the U.S. thought about budget cycles in 
20, 30 and 40-year periods. 

"So a one-year budget, or a two-year budget, we try not to 
react to those," he said. 

Return to Index 
 

11. Lee Myung-Bak Makes Historic Visit To Dokdo 
ROK President Visits Disputed Islets in Sea of Japan 
(SEOUL JOONG ANG DAILY 10 AUG 12) ... Ser Myo-ja 

President Lee Myung-bak [Yi Myo'ng-pak] today made a 
landmark visit to Dokdo [Liancourt Rocks], Korea's 
easternmost islets--a symbolic trip no other president has 
made. 

The president's unprecedented trip to the islets, located 
87.4 kilometers (54 miles) southeast of Ulleung Island, is 
considered an effort to send a message to reaffirm Korea's 
sovereignty over its easternmost territory, over which Japan 
has frequently claimed control. 

Throughout Lee's trip, the Korean military was on high 
alert. The Air Force's F-15Ks and KF-16 fighter jets and the 
Navy's ships and submarines reinforced their patrols. 

According to the Blue House [ROK Office of the 
President] sources, Lee first went to Ulleung Island and then 
went to Dokdo [Liancourt Rocks] this afternoon. Earlier in the 
morning, the presidential office said Lee would visit the islets 
if the weather permits. 

While the Blue House [ROK Office of the President] 
explained that Lee's Dokdo [Liancourt Rocks] visit was part of 
his trip to Ulleung Island with the purpose of stressing the 
importance of environmental preservation, it was the strongest 
political and diplomatic action to date to counter Japan's latest 
series of territorial claims. 

Last week, Japan published its 2012 defense white paper 
and reiterated its claim, calling the islets by its Japanese name 
Takeshima. Seoul demanded Tokyo to immediately correct it. 

Tokyo also made its first-ever complaint to Seoul on 
Wednesday for stating Dokdo [Liancourt Rocks] as Korea's 
territory in Korea's diplomatic white paper. Seoul dismissed 
the complaint out of hand. 

Lee's visit to Dokdo [Liancourt Rocks] also took place at 
a sensitive time. Next week, Korea celebrates its liberation 
from Japan's colonial rule on Independence Day on Aug. 15. 

Since the Republic of Korea was established in 1948, it 
was the first time a Korean president visited Dokdo [Liancourt 
Rocks]. Prime Minister Han Su'ng-su [Han Seung-soo], who 
visited the islets in July 2008, was the highest-ranked 
government official ever to make the trip. 

The recent series of events surrounding Dokdo [Liancourt 
Rocks] quickly strained diplomatic ties between the two 
countries, which have already soured due to issues related to 

Japan's wartime crimes such as conscription of laborers and 
sex slavery of Korean women. The Japanese government 
yesterday barked angrily at Lee's surprise visit to Dokdo 
[Liancourt Rocks]. 

"If the visit is realized, it would go against our country's 
position and so we strongly urge its cancelation," Japanese 
Foreign Minister Koichiro Gemba told journalists after the 
Korean media reported about Lee's travel plan earlier today. 
"We must respond to it firmly." 

He was also quoted as telling Japanese media that Tokyo 
will consider recalling its ambassador to Seoul, Masatoshi 
Muto, in protest. 

Japanese Transportation Minister Yuichiro Hata also said 
today he will pay a visit to the Yasukuni Shrine on Wednesday 
when Japan commemorates its 67th anniversary of World War 
II surrender. Because the shrine for the Japanese war dead is 
where 14 Class-A war criminals were interred, any visit to 
Yasukuni by high-profile politicians and government officials 
has always been a controversial issue. 

Chief Cabinet Secretary Osamu Fujimura, however, said 
today that Prime Minister Yoshihiko Noda and his cabinet 
members would not officially visit the shrine this year. 

The Japanese media also reported today that Seoul 
informed Tokyo ahead of Lee's trip, but the Blue House 
refuted it. 

"Dokdo [Liancourt Rocks] is an undeniable Korean 
territory based on history and under international law," a 
senior Blue House [ROK Office of the President] official said. 
"The Korean president is going to Korean territory." 

As diplomatic tensions escalated between Korea and 
Japan, the United States urged its allies to maintain smooth 
relations. "We encourage good relations between both of our 
allies," said Patrick Ventrell, acting deputy spokesman of the 
U.S. State Departm ent, at the press briefing. 

Korea's ruling and opposition parties gave mixed 
reactions to Lee's Dokdo [Liancourt Rocks] visit. While the 
ruling Saenuri Party called it "a meaningful demonstration of 
Korea's will to defend its territory," the largest opposition 
Democratic United Party said efforts to gain the Japanese 
government's apology and compensation for its inhumane 
wartime crimes should have come first. 
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The minority opposition Unified Progressive Party 
attacked Lee for having a "political show" at the end of his 

presidency while he failed to respond properly to Japan's 
claims through his term. 

Return to Index 
 

12. Iran, Excluded From Other Meetings On Syria, Hosts Its Own 
(NEW YORK TIMES 10 AUG 12) ... Thomas Erdbrink 

TEHRAN — Shut out of diplomatic meetings on the 
Syria conflict, Iran convened emergency consultations of its 
own on Thursday, with participants from nearly 30 countries, 
including Russia and China, discussing ways to reach a 
solution. It was the first such gathering since the special 
representative Kofi Annan resigned as a United Nations and 
Arab League mediator last week. 

There were no conclusions or declarations by the 
participants, said Iraq’s foreign minister, Hoshyar Zebari, one 
of the highest-ranking diplomats there. Mr. Zebari said the 
gathering was meant to “keep interest alive, after Kofi 
Annan’s failure to find a solution for Syria.” 

Iran is a staunch ally of the embattled Syrian president, 
Bashar al-Assad, and had been warning against any type of 
foreign intervention in the country, which it says forms the 
“axis of resistance” against Israel. 

Iran announced the meeting only last week and did not 
attract key diplomats. Zimbabwe, like Iraq, sent its foreign 
minister. Russia and China sent their ambassadors, as did 
smaller countries like the Maldives, Nicaragua and 
Kazakhstan. 

Foreign Minister Ali Akbar Salehi, asked later at a news 
conference if the United States had been invited, laughed, said 
“good question” and left the question unanswered. 

The White House dismissed the Iran meeting. “I think 
there is no evidence that Iran has been playing a constructive 
role in Syria — in fact, quite to the contrary,” Jay Carney, 
President Obama’s spokesman, told reporters in response to a 
question about the meeting. He reiterated the American 
contention that “Iran has been engaged in an effort to prop up 
Assad as he brutally murders his own people.” 

American officials have repeatedly made clear that they 
consider Iran part of the problem in Syria and have blocked 
Iran’s participation at other international meetings aimed at 
finding a solution to the conflict. 

The so-called Friends of Syria meetings, led by the United 
States, have included more than 80 countries and have 
declared solidarity with anti-Assad groups. Iran has not 
participated in those meetings. Under American pressure, Mr. 
Annan excluded Iran from a meeting of what he called 
countries of influence, held on June 30 in Geneva. 

Mr. Salehi repeated Iran’s proposed solution of a national 
dialogue between the Syrian government and “some popular 
opposition groups.” All other options, Mr. Salehi warned, 
would only strengthen what he called extremist groups in 
Syria. 

Ban Ki-moon, the United Nations secretary general, did 
not attend, but said in a statement read by a local United 
Nations representative, Consuelo Vidal-Bruce, that he feared 
an ethnic conflict loomed in Syria and hoped such an outcome 
could be averted. 

“I urge you all to face up to the collective responsibilities 
we shoulder,” he said. 

The meeting came as speculation intensified on Mr. Ban’s 
choice of diplomat to replace Mr. Annan. Reuters, citing 
unidentified diplomats, said the successor was expected to be 
Lakhdar Brahimi, a veteran Algerian diplomat. Eduardo del 
Buey, a United Nations spokesman, said, “We have no 
information on that.” 

Syrian rebels have long accused Iran of supporting Mr. 
Assad with money and weapons, and last Sunday released a 
video of a group of men they said were members of Iran’s 
Islamic Revolutionary Guards Corps on a reconnaissance 
mission in the country. 

Iran has denied the charges, saying the men were Shiite 
pilgrims, and in turn has accused Saudi Arabia, Qatar and 
Turkey of arming the rebels and plotting the overthrow of Mr. 
Assad. On Tuesday, Iran said it held the United States 
responsible for the well-being of the abducted Iranians, 
because of its support for the Syrian opposition. 

Mr. Salehi said that Iran had supplied Syria only with 
medication and ambulances. “Iran is against massacres of 
unarmed citizens by any side,” he said. 

At the news conference, Mr. Salehi reiterated Iran’s 
assertion that the 48 Iranians held by the Syrian rebels were 
innocent pilgrims, dismissing claims by the captors that the 
hostages were from the Iranian military. In a previous instance 
when Iranian pilgrims were kidnapped in Syria, he said, their 
captors displayed seized passports signed by Iranian colonels 
as proof of military credentials of the hostages — even though 
all Iranian passports have such signatures. Mr. Salehi said up 
to one million Iranians travel to Syria annually. 

Elaborating on an Iranian offer to mediate between the 
Syrian government and the opposition groups, he said “a 
major opposition group has voiced readiness to come to Iran 
for talks” but declined to specify which one. Mr. Salehi also 
said the Syrian government had appointed a minister, Ali 
Heydari, to be present should such talks proceed. 

The Tehran meeting was a success, he said, adding, “We 
will invite even more countries next time.” 

Mr. Salehi said he did not see any despair among Syrian 
officials, countering the common Western view that defections 
and rebel advances were demoralizing Mr. Assad’s 
government. He also suggested that violence in Syria could 
produce unwanted consequences for Western nations aligned 
against Mr. Assad. 

“Pressure will not work in Syria,” he said. “We hope for a 
peaceful solution. Do not forget that Syria is close to Europe; 
extremism can reach Europe easily from Syria. I am surprised 
the West is not more concerned over this.” 

Return to Index 
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13. Iran's Navy Says Has No Plan For Naval Reactors 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 09 AUG 12) 

TEHRAN, Iran — An Iranian semiofficial news agency is 
quoting the country's acting navy commander as saying that 
Tehran has no immediate plans to build nuclear naval reactors. 

The Thursday report by ISNA says rear Adm. 
Gohlamreza Khadem Bigham told the country's Arabic 
language Al-Alam TV late Wednesday that while Iran 
possesses technology and capabilities to produce highly-
enriched nuclear fuel for naval reactors, plans to produce 

either have not been on the "agenda" of the country or its 
navy. 

Adm. Bigham also said that an upcoming U.S. naval 
maneuver in regional waters this September aims to pressure 
Iran, but he downplayed the possibility of a military conflict. 

The West suspects Iran is pursuing a nuclear weapon. Iran 
denies the charge. 
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PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
14. Combat Nurse Gets Bronze Star For Removing Grenade From Marine's Leg 
Lt. Cmdr. James Gennari is a Navy trauma nurse from Indiana 
(CHICAGO TRIBUNE 10 AUG 12) ... Dan Hinkel and John Keilman 

Stationed in an Afghan battle zone, Navy trauma nurse Lt. 
Cmdr. James Gennari gained plenty of experience treating the 
wounds of war. But he had never seen anything like the case 
that arrived by helicopter one day in January. 

A Marine had been struck by a rocket-propelled grenade, 
but the device hadn't gone off. It was still there — a live 
explosive lodged in the young man's thigh. 

For Gennari, treating the Marine meant risking his own 
life. The surgeon on hand told him he didn't have to tend to the 
Marine, who was kept outside the hospital because of the 
danger. 

"I said, 'I'm a nurse,'" Gennari recalled this week. "'That's 
my job. I'm going.'" 

With the help of an explosives expert, Gennari removed 
the grenade and saved the Marine's life. The act, which was 
captured on video, earned Gennari the Bronze Star Medal for 
heroic or meritorious service. 

"He's a natural leader," Navy Capt. David Beardsley, 
Gennari's commanding officer, said at the ceremony Thursday. 
"We all carry our service reputations with us, and Jim's was 
stellar. I knew I could have confidence he'd do the right 
thing." 

Gennari, 52, of East Chicago, is now stationed at the 
Capt. James A. Lovell Federal Health Care Center in North 
Chicago, where the medal ceremony was held. 

He was deployed to Afghanistan from August 2011 until 
March, treating the wounded at Forward Operating Base 
Edinburgh in Helmand province. His main job, he said, was 
aiding service members wounded by improvised explosive 
devices. 

On Jan. 12, Gennari received word that a helicopter was 
bringing in a desperately hurt Marine: Cpl. Winder Perez, 
whose leg still bore the explosive that had been fired at him by 
an enemy combatant. 

Shaking off the surgeon's offer to remain on the sidelines, 
Gennari approached Perez, who had been taken to a safe area 
outside of the hospital and was still conscious. 

"I said, 'I promise you no matter what, I won't leave you 
until that thing's out of your leg,'" Gennari recalled. "He said, 
'Thanks, cool.'" 

Gennari then anesthetized Perez and, with Army Staff 
Sgt. Ben Summerfield, an explosives disposal specialist, got 
down to work. When they sliced away Perez's pants, Gennari 
saw a projectile the length of a man's forearm almost entirely 
buried in Perez's thigh. 

Summerfield and Gennari deliberated on whether to pull 
it out or call the surgeon to cut it out, Gennari said. They 
decided to pull it out because if the device exploded, the base 
had more nurses. The base had no more surgeons, he said. 

With three or four tugs, the projectile came loose, a 
moment captured on video. Other troops took it away to be 
detonated safely near a berm that surrounded the base. The 
blast could have demolished a car, Gennari said. 

But the emergency still wasn't over. Gennari boarded a 
helicopter to help transport Perez to another camp about 60 
miles away. During the flight, Perez's ventilator stopped 
working, so Gennari pumped a manual bag-and-valve device 
to help him breathe. 

"Go figure," he said. "The thing doesn't blow you up, then 
the damn machine breaks." 

Perez survived the trip and today is recovering at Walter 
Reed National Military Medical Center in Bethesda, Md., 
where he is assigned to the Marine Corps' Wounded Warrior 
Regiment. He declined to be interviewed, but Gennari keeps 
up with him by phone and said that, despite suffering a 
shattered femur, Perez has improved enough to be able to run. 

Leslie Gennari, Gennari's wife of 25 years, said at 
Thursday's ceremony that she wasn't surprised when her 
husband called her with the news of his harrowing adventure. 

"That's him," she said. "He's always ready to take that 
first step to be the good Samaritan." 

Gennari said he hopes the Bronze Star he received will 
remind the public that the military's medical personnel can 
face deadly peril alongside the troops they treat. 

"We risk our lives out there saving lives." 
Return to Index 
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15. The Doctor Is In: Electronic Health Records And You 
(NAVY MEDICINE LIVE 09 AUG 12) ... Barclay P. Butler 

Health professionals have long known the promise of 
electronic health records. For more than two decades, the 
Department of Defense (DoD) and the Department of 
Veterans Affairs (VA) have been working together to apply 
the benefits of this fast evolving technology. The Departments 
already share more clinical health information than any two 
health care systems in the world, and together will comprise 
the largest integrated health network in the world, with more 
than 18 million total members worldwide. 

The new DoD/VA Interagency Program Office (IPO), 
where I serve as Director, is responsible for implementing an 
integrated Electronic Health Record (iEHR) for the DoD and 
VA. When operational, the iEHR will follow you from the 
first day of your military career, throughout your lifetime. It 
will be the single source for service members, veterans, and 
beneficiaries to access their medical history. Additionally, it 
will ensure the seamless transition of care when service 
members go from active duty to veteran status. 

Your complete medical record will follow you when you 
move, switch medical providers or need emergency care while 
traveling. Your family medical history and medical allergies 
will be immediately available to every doctor or nurse who 
treats you within DoD and VA health systems. With the ability 
to view consistent and comprehensive patient data, medical 
providers will be able to give you better care. 

Researchers will also be able to study trends, securely and 
privately, across the large population in the system. This can 
lead to new medical breakthroughs that benefit everyone. For 
example, if we track data on patients with diabetes, we can 
minimize the number of amputation or instances of blindness. 

We can develop a registry of patients with similar injuries to 
measure the outcomes of current treatments to improve 
treatment protocols and quality of care now and for 
generations to come. 

The iEHR is a key component of the President’s Virtual 
Lifetime Electronic Record (VLER) initiative – a 
groundbreaking vision for the future of electronic data sharing 
among federal agencies and the private sector. If you receive 
private sector health care, VLER Health is a way to send those 
requests for care out to the private sector and, most 
importantly, to bring that data back. This ensures you have a 
complete medical record that captures all information about all 
care you receive. 

We are committed to a fully operational iEHR, no later 
than 2017, with clinical capabilities deployed in Hampton 
Roads, Va. and San Antonio by 2014 — a significant 
challenge, but one that is critical for our nation’s service 
members, veterans and beneficiaries. 

For more information about the DoD/VA IPO, visit 
www.tricare.mil/tma/ipo. To learn more about the role 
electronic health records play in medicine today, go to 
www.healthit.hhs.gov. 

Barclay P. Butler, Ph.D., is Director, Department of 
Defense/Department of Veterans Affairs Interagency Program 
Office (IPO). Dr. Butler leads all IPO initiatives to acquire, 
develop, and integrate major joint DoD-VA Health IT 
capabilities and prescribes the Departments’ design, 
development, integration, evaluation, and deployment 
strategies for electronic health systems. 
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16. 'Shipmates To Workmates' Announces Hiring Event 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 09 AUG 12) ... Naval Sea Systems Command Office of Corporate Communications 

WASHINGTON -- The "Shipmates to Workmates" 
program will host a hiring fair to connect veterans to 
meaningful employment at the Anchors Catering and 
Conference Center in San Diego, Aug. 16. 

The event will include workshops and presentations for 
both veterans and military spouses to help improve their 
resumes and prepare for the job market. 

The Shipmates to Workmates program - spearheaded by 
the Naval Sea Systems Command in partnership with Naval 
Air Systems Command, Naval Facilities Command, Naval 
Supply Systems Command, Commander, Naval Installations, 
Space and Naval Warfare Command, Military Sea Lift 

Command and the Office of the Chief of Naval Operations - 
was established to provide information about career 
opportunities available at partnering commands and actively 
assist the 3,000 Sailors impacted by Enlisted Retention Boards 
prepare job applications and resumes. 

The event is scheduled for 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. The Anchors 
Catering and Conference Center is located at 2375 
Recreational Way, Bldg 3210 San Diego, Calif., 92136. 

For more information about the "Shipmates to 
Workmates" program as well as a full schedule of upcoming 
career forums, visit 
http://www.navair.navy.mil/jobs/sm2wm/Forums.aspx. 

Return to Index 
 

17. San Diego And Green Bay Meet Twice Thursday 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 09 AUG 12) ... Jordan England-Nelson 

MISSION VALLEY — Sailors from the Navy ships San 
Diego and Green Bay went head-to-head Thursday morning to 
determine which crew would become the true master of the 
pigskin. 

The flag-football challenge came about because of a 
happy coincidence: both ships were in San Diego Bay on the 
day of the Chargers’ first preseason game against the Packers. 
While the results of the Navy game didn’t necessarily 
influence the NFL match-up, the San Diego Sailors’ 34-0 

victory over the Green Bay service members proved they can 
be just as effective on shore as they are at sea. 

The event, which took place on a side field at Qualcomm 
Stadium, was part of the Chargers’ “Salute to the Military” 
celebration, a day of military appreciation that will continue 
with military-themed pregame and halftime shows during the 
Chargers-Packers game at 5 p.m. 

For the Sailors, the stakes were high. 
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“It’s a little bit of a rivalry because we’re on same class 
ships,” said 21-year-old Petty Officer Andrew Oliveri from the 
amphibious transport dock San Diego. “We wanna be the best 
at work, but you know we’re gonna be the best out of work, 
too!” 

Even though the San Diego was commissioned just in 
May, its football team members practiced together for more 
than a year, giving them a decided advantage over the recently 
formed Green Bay squad. 

“We try to practice every week, but that doesn’t always 
happen because of people’s schedules,” said Electrician’s 
Mate 1st Class Nate Burnett, 34, the San Diego’s quarterback 
and de facto coach. “But when there’s a big event like this that 
the command sponsors and everybody’s on board, that’s when 
we get a lot of people coming out.” 

In addition to set plays and a rowdy sideline presence, the 
San Diego team had its own Chargers jerseys — customized 
with the ship’s motto, Semper Vigilans (“Always Vigilant”) 
emblazoned across the back. 

The Green Bay contingent was equally eager to win 
bragging rights but visibly less prepared — in its Navy-issued 
workout clothes. By kickoff time, the players had completed 
only four practice sessions, including two that took place in 
the belly of their ship while on a training mission. 

“It’s definitely different,” intelligence specialist Donetta 
Cravens, 30, said about playing football while floating in the 
middle of the ocean. “But it’s fun.” 

She hails from a football and military family: Her father 
— Willie Jordan, who drove out from Arizona to watch her 
play — is a Vietnam War vet, and her nephew Davon House is 
a cornerback for the Packers. 

“Number 31!” Cravens said with a cheer. As much as she 
appreciates the Chargers’ support for the military, she planned 
to root for her nephew and Green Bay. 

“Salute to the Military” is the Chargers’ flagship event for 
service members. For 26 years, the team has set aside a 
preseason game to celebrate the sacrifices and achievements 
of the region’s military personnel. 

Troops will present the colors before the Chargers’ 
kickoff against the Packers, and the halftime show will include 
an F-18 flyover and a tribute to San Diego’s wounded 
warriors. 

“We’re very proud of our efforts to support our military,” 
Chargers CEO A.G. Spanos said during the Navy game. 

After the resounding victory by team San Diego, the 
ship’s commanding officer, Capt. William Grotewold, 
acknowledged the importance of community backing for his 
Sailors. 

“The Chargers, the Padres, the entire local community has 
been incredibly supportive,” Grotewold said after his team’s 
triumph. “As much as this event means a lot to me, to the 
younger Sailors that we have on the ship, it means even 
more.” 
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18. From Subic Bay to San Diego: One Sailor's Journey Through the Ranks 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 10 AUG 12) ... Candice Villarreal, Naval Supply Command Fleet Logistics Center San Diego Public Affairs 

SAN DIEGO -- It was a normal day in the Philippines; 
hot, muggy, and fairly uneventful. But as a young Virgilio 
"James" Dariano ruffled through the pages of his textbooks 
one summer afternoon in 1984, he had no idea what his 
mother was up to back home. 

Her actions that day changed his life dramatically. 
Dariano's mother knew the U.S.-Philippine Military Bases 

Agreement allowed Filipinos to enlist in the U.S. Navy as 
foreign nationals through what was called the Philippine 
Enlistment Program. She also knew her son was coming of 
age, growing into an adult in a land where it was often hard to 
make ends meet and keep food on the table. She knew she 
wanted better for him. 

That day, she came up with an idea: she mailed his black-
and-white high school portrait to a local recruiter and hoped 
for the best. 

Weeks, months and even years went by, and his mother 
silently gave up and eventually forgot. Dariano had done well 
for himself, graduating from high school, earning a college 
degree in communications engineering and landing his first 
job as an electronics technician. 

And then the postcard came. 
Like a winning lottery ticket delivered to his mailbox, a 

recruiter had sent an invitation for Dariano to take the entrance 
exam. After deep thought and careful consideration, Dariano 
said he reflected on the "Join the Navy, see the world" posters 
he'd seen around town and decided to take the plunge on the 
same day he was scheduled to negotiate salary with a big 
power company he'd been hired on with. 

In November of 1989 - five years after his mother sent his 
photograph in for consideration without his knowledge - he 
enlisted into the U.S. Navy from Subic Bay, Philippines, and 
his naval career began. 

"Out of 150 candidates, here I was with the worst English 
in the group, and I was one of only three selected," Dariano 
said. "The only promise we got from the recruiter was that 
we'd get three meals a day and a place to sleep." 

Dariano shipped off to boot camp in San Diego, so 
amazed by the plentiful food at dinnertime that he stuffed 
apples into his pockets. 

"I couldn't believe it," he said. "There was just so much 
food." 

Still, with only $1.50 in his pocket, Dariano said he 
wondered how he was going to make it all alone, in a land so 
foreign and intimidating, and with his home and family so far 
away. 

He did what he could to keep his spirits up, and after 
graduating boot camp, he headed out to boatswain's mate 
apprenticeship school. 

"Things were on track; I was in school and everything 
was good," he said. "And then one day they showed us a video 
about snap-back, and all I could think was 'I don't want that 
happening to me!'" 

After graduating at the top of his class, Dariano was 
offered another chance at rate classification and was given the 
choice to be meritoriously promoted to E-2 or be awarded an 
"A" School. With the video still fresh in his mind, he chose 
the latter. 



 15

With all of the engineering billets full, Dariano ended up 
choosing the Ship's Serviceman rating and headed to school in 
Mississippi, where he graduated with top honors and was 
meritoriously promoted to E-4. 

Despite his promotions, Dariano struggled daily with the 
language barrier he was up against, as well as with differences 
in culture. 

"I was always getting yelled at, but it was fine because I 
didn't understand it all, anyway," he said. "I just kept doing 
what I was supposed to do and worked hard, and I started 
listening to talk radio to help improve my language skills. The 
late Paul Harvey has no idea how much he's helped me." 

Dariano married his girlfriend Edith in the Philippines and 
soon had his first son. Life was good, but the struggles 
continued. His wife was in the U.S. on a tourist visa that 
prohibited employment, and the bills were adding up. 

"It was our first Christmas and we had this tiny little tree 
with wrapped empty boxes underneath," he said. "It was hard, 
but I looked at my baby boy and said 'Son, don't worry, 
because things are going to get better,' and they did. Starting a 
family in the states with zero foundation was incredibly hard, 
but not impossible." 

Years and duty assignments flew by. By 2002, Dariano 
was promoted to chief petty officer, and in 2005, he submitted 
a package for the chief warrant officer (CWO) program. That 
spring, he attended a conference in San Diego and had a 
chance to meet the guest speaker, Capt. (Ret) Jerry Linenger. 

"I was just in awe of this guy - he was an astronaut and 
gave a great speech about how he almost died during a space 
mission," Dariano said. "After the conference, he shook my 
hand and thanked me for all I'd done to get him to where he 
was. Not me personally, but all the chiefs I represent, and that 
really touched me. I went back home and immediately asked 

for my CWO package to be returned to me, because right then 
and there, I decided I was going to retire as a chief." 

Dariano said his family, work ethic and mentors kept him 
motivated and that life has greatly improved. He continued 
receiving promotions and recently used the Navy's tuition 
assistance program to earn a master's degree in organizational 
management. His wife was promoted to assistant manager at a 
local credit union, and they have two healthy, growing sons. 

"My sons see how much time we spent studying, trying to 
better ourselves, and that it has paid off," said Dariano. "They 
have values like hard work and education engrained in them 
now. I told them that we may not have all the money in the 
world to give them, but that the Navy is going to help us give 
them an education. That is enough." 

He reached the top of the Navy's enlisted ladder in the 
spring, after 23 years of service. 

"Without my mentors, I would not be where I am," he 
said. "They gave me the freedom to operate within my 
capacity while always standing nearby to pick me up when I 
fell down. They taught me how to be a leader." 

Master Chief Ship's Serviceman (SW/AW) Virgilio 
Dariano currently serves as the fleet assistance team leader for 
NAVSUP Fleet Logistics Center San Diego, where he also 
served as the command's interim senior enlisted leader. He is 
slated to report to USS Ronald Reagan (CVN 76) in 
December. 

"Looking back on my life, I am very proud to have made 
the decisions I've made," he said. "I've had obstacles, but I've 
seen success, too. To this day, every time my wife and I see 
how much we've attained, we just can't believe our eyes. It's a 
lot easier to quantify how much you've achieved when you 
really started with nothing. We were struggling, but the Navy 
took care of us, and I will always be grateful for that." 
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19. Second Naval Academy Mid Dies In Traffic Accident 
(ANNAPOLIS CAPITAL GAZETTE 09 AUG 12) ... Alex Jackson 

For the second time in a week, a U.S. Naval Academy 
midshipman has been killed in an traffic accident. 

Midshipman 2nd Class Nicholas Tarr was killed in 
Florida early Thursday morning after his car hit a tree near a 
state park. 

Florida Highway Patrol troopers said Tarr, 21, was 
heading south on Old Floral City Road at 2:20 Thursday 
morning when he failed to negotiate a curve near the 
Sandpiper Drive intersection. 

Tarr's Lincoln sedan traveled across the northbound lane 
and off the east side of the road. He then overcorrected, 
driving back onto the road and off the west side where he hit a 
fence owned by Fort Cooper State Park and then a tree. He 
died at the scene of the crash, officials said. 

Another 21-year-old mid perished in a wreck last week in 
Pennsylvania. 

Midshipman 2nd Class Austin Tyler Zalik, an ocean 
engineering major, died Aug. 3 while on leave in Berks 
County, Pa. 

Authorities said Zalik was sleeping in his pickup truck in 
the parking lot of a gas station before the accident at 7 a.m. 
The pickup may have drifted forward as Zalik slept. The truck 
dropped off an embankment and into the path of a tractor-
trailer, officials said. 

Zalik’s incident is under investigation. 
The Naval Academy could not be reached for comment. 
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FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
20. F-35 Fighter Drops First Bomb, Marking New Test Phase 
Bomb over Atlantic range tests release gear, not targeting; F-35 is Pentagon's costliest weapons program; 
Eight other countries are cost-sharing in the program 
(REUTERS 09 AUG 12) ... Jim Wolf 

WASHINGTON -- A Lockheed Martin Corp F-35 Joint 
Strike Fighter aircraft has dropped its first bomb in a new test 
stage of the Pentagon's costliest weapons purchase, officials 
said Thursday. 

An inert 1,000-pound GBU-32 Joint Direct Attack 
Munition was released Wednesday by the short take-off and 
vertical landing F-35B version over a watery Atlantic range, 
the Naval Air Systems Command said in a statement. 

The event, one of thousands of capabilities being tested 
this year, starts the "validation" of the ability to deploy 
precision weapons against foes on the ground and in the air, 
the command said. 

Current Pentagon plans call for buying some 2,443 F-35s 
in three radar-evading models - for the Air Force, Marine 
Corps and Navy - through the mid-2030s at a cost projected to 
top $396 billion. 

Hundreds of additional F-35s are expected to be 
purchased by U.S. friends and allies, including eight co-
development partners - Britain, Italy, Turkey, Canada, 
Australia, Denmark, Norway and the Netherlands. 

In addition, Israel and Japan already have signed purchase 
agreements for the jet. F-35 sales competitors include Boeing 
Co 's F-18E/F, Saab's Gripen, France's Dassault Rafale, 
Russia's MiG-35 and Sukhoi Su-35, and the Eurofighter 
Typhoon made by a consortium of British, German, Italian 
and Spanish companies. 

The F-35, also called the Lightning II, is designed to 
replace a range of fighter, strike and ground-attack aircraft, 
including Lockheed's F-16, the world's most widely used 
multirole fighter. 

The test on Wednesday checked for a smooth release of 
the bomb from its carriage systems and path away from the 
aircraft, not for targeting. 

"The targeting aspect will come further down the road," 
said Victor Chen, spokesman for the F-35 integrated test 

facility at Patuxent River, Maryland. He declined to project 
when. 

The bomb release capped a series of ground fit checks, 
ground pit drops and aerial maneuvers to make sure 
everything was set for expanding the "test envelope" in the air, 
the Navy said. 

The Pentagon this year postponed production of 179 F-
35s until after 2017, stretching out development and testing to 
curb costly retrofits. 

The latest restructuring, the third such major revamp, 
added 33 months and $7.9 billion to the development plan. 

"While this weapons separation test is just one event in a 
series of hundreds of flights and thousands of test points that 
we are executing this year, it does represent a significant entry 
into a new phase of testing for the F-35 program," Captain 
Erik Etz, director of test for the naval versions, said in the 
statement. 

Lockheed Martin, the Pentagon's No. 1 supplier by sales, 
is developing the F-35 with Northrop Grumman Corp and 
Britain's BAE Systems PLC. United Technologies Corp 's 
Pratt & Whitney unit supplies the engine. 

Broadcast Clip - F-35B First Aerial Weapons Release 
(YOUTUBE 09 AUG 12) Naval Air Systems Command 
On Aug. 8, an F-35B Lightning II Joint Strike Fighter test 

aircraft completed the program's first aerial weapons release. 
The aircraft (BF-3) dropped an inert 1,000-pound GBU-32 
Joint Direct Attack Munition over an Atlantic test range from 
an internal weapons bay. Internal weapons carriage allows the 
F-35 to maintain a low-observable profile when combat 
loaded. The F-35B is a short take-off and vertical landing-
capable fighter aircraft, designed for use by the U.S. Marine 
Corps as well as defense partners in the United Kingdom and 
Italy. 

View Clip (RT: 0:25) 
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21. Air Force, Navy Seek Cooperation Developing Battle Hardened Drones 
(NATIONAL DEFENSE 09 AUG 12) ... Stew Magnuson 

LAS VEGAS — After more than a decade of flying 
unmanned aerial vehicles in permissive environments, both 
the Air Force and Navy acknowledge that it won't always be 
this way. Future UAVs may have to dodge surface-to-air 
missiles, jet fighters and fend off attempts to jam their GPS 
and communication links. 

The Air Force wants battle hardened remotely piloted 
aircraft by the early to mid-2020s, Maj. Gen. James O. Poss, 
assistant deputy chief of staff for intelligence, surveillance and 
reconnaissance, said at the Association for Unmanned Vehicle 
Systems International conference. 

"We do recognize the need to operate in denied areas," he 
said. "From an Air Force perspective, we are watching with 
great interest what our brothers and sisters in the Navy are 
doing with their [unmanned combat air system demonstrator] 
program, because we both think we have a common problem." 

Poss wasn't sure that there are any firm answers on how to 
approach the problem yet. He has seen some studies that show 
electronic countermeasures and decoys that are on the block 
50 F-16 would do well on the current generation of remotely 
piloted aircraft. 

There are concepts that would have multiple aircraft 
swarm into enemy territory, or fly at low altitudes to escape 
detection. If communication links are lost, hundreds of miles 
away, can they fly autonomously? He asked. 

"We want to stay wing to wing with the United States 
Navy in what they are doing," he said. 

The Navy, too, recognizes this problem, and is committed 
to finding solutions, said Vice Adm. William B. Burke, deputy 
chief of naval operations for warfare systems. They will 
inevitably encounter fourth- and fifth-generation fighters, GPS 
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and communications jamming devices, cyber-attacks, and 
heat-seeking missiles launched from the ground and air. 

"Unmanned systems must be able to navigate and 
ultimately master this complex environment to move to the 
next level," he said. "Hopefully, this sounds more like an 
engineering challenge than an impossible task." 

The Navy is experimenting with the unmanned combat air 
system demonstrator, or UCAS-D, which is the service's 
"down payment" on the concept of integrating the carrier air 
wing with an unmanned aircraft by 2020, he said. The goal is 
to have at-sea carrier launch and recovery by the end of 2013. 
That will eventually evolve into an ISR platform. 

The Air Force's next-generation UAV, once known as the 
MQ-X, it is now called the next-generation remotely piloted 
aircraft, Poss said. 

"We want as many of these things as we can get ... And 
figure out their capabilities and whether they can operate in 
these highly challenged environments," Burke said. Even if 
they can't, they can still do some of the dirty, dangerous or 
dull tasks that manned aircraft might do, and free them up to 
fly in contested airspace. 

"But I think that is setting our sights a little too low. I'm 
hopeful we can get to something where we can operate in 
these more challenging environments," Burke said. 

The Navy is working closely with the Air Force on these 
problems, he said. 

The air-sea battle concept, which the two services are 
jointly developing to address anti-access, area-denial issues, 
has brought the Navy and Air Force closer together, Burke 
said. They are looking for synergies in both their manned and 
unmanned platforms as well as their operational approaches, 
he added. 

Meanwhile, on the topic of budgets, Burke said the Navy 
places high enough priority on unmanned systems to protect 
them. Sequestration would be a 10-percent across the board 
cut. But if the Navy were given the better option of picking 
and choosing winners and losers in its own budget, then 
unmanned systems would be protected from the ax. 

"We are going to great lengths to make sure we can 
protect those programs into the future. If we have the luxury to 
pick and choose, then unmanned systems will do great. If we 
don't, they will be cut like everything else." 
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22. Fighting Machines 
Intelligent, autonomous robots set to change combat landscape 
(STARS AND STRIPES 09 AUG 12) ... Chris Carroll 

The squad had just stepped off the road and into a field 
when a bone-shaking thud rattled the hot July morning. The 
Marines fanned out and soon staccato M-16 fire rang out. 

Thirty yards back, the rearmost squad member watched 
those out front drop to their knees to shoot and, sensing 
trouble, immediately stopped. It surveyed the engagement 
with electronic eyes until the firing ended. 

A cry went up that a man was down. Only then did the 
robot called GUSS, a wheeled contraption similar to a 
driverless all-terrain golf cart, move forward. The injured 
Marine — actually a dummy being used for a demonstration 
of the system — was loaded onto the back and driven to safety 
by the humble little machine. 

New Breed 
When intelligent robots debut on battlefields in the next 

few years, they’re going look and act less like the Terminator 
or other robots of science fiction and more like the quotidian 
load-carrying machines the Marines were testing last week at 
Fort Pickett. 

That’s not a slam on GUSS, or Ground Unmanned 
Support Surrogate, being developed by TORC Robotics of 
Blacksburg, Va., or on other similar systems designed to do 
tiring but basic jobs. What sets this new breed apart is that 
unlike the thousands of other “robots” now in service with the 
U.S. military, GUSS and its brethren have the intelligence to 
make some of their own decisions — known as “autonomy” in 
the robotics field. 

The goal, said Jesse Hurdus, TORC’s technical lead for 
the project, is a useful “mule” that knows what to do and when 
to do it and doesn’t get in the way of the fighting, which in the 
foreseeable future will remain the province of real, human 
troops. 

If successfully fielded, robots like GUSS could lighten 
100-pound-plus loads troops often carry on patrol and, more 
importantly, pare the number of people in the line of fire. 

“What we’re asking is, how do you integrate this into the 
squad to the point that they almost trust it as another member 
of the squad?” Hurdus said. 

Robotics experts say technical, ethical and doctrinal 
issues will likely prevent ground-based autonomous fighting 
robots from being fielded in the foreseeable future, but the 
situation will be different in the air. The Navy predicts that its 
experimental autonomous drone, the Northrop-Grumman X-
47B, will conduct its first autonomous takeoff and landing 
from a carrier in 2013. After that, it will develop an expanding 
repertoire of moves, including surveillance and even strike 
capabilities. 

In the near future, human-piloted aircraft and autonomous 
drones will operate in concert, said Rear Adm. Randolph 
Mahr, commander of the aircraft division of the Naval Air 
Warfare Center. 

“This is what you will see at any Navy or Marine Corps 
[air station] within the next decade,” he said last week at 
Naval Air Station Patuxent River in Maryland, where the X-
47B had completed its first East Coast test flight two days 
earlier. 

Replacing Humans 
Unlike the famous military robots of the post-9/11 era, 

including Predator drones and the small, tracked counter-IED 
robots, autonomous systems can observe what’s happening 
around them and react without direct control from remote 
pilots or operators. 

In addition to moving humans out of dangerous or 
physically impossible jobs — think multiday aerial 
surveillance missions — robotic autonomy holds the promise 
of vastly reducing the manpower required for support roles. 
The Marines have taken one step in that direction with the 
introduction of an unmanned version of the K-MAX lift 
helicopter in Afghanistan. The choppers have autonomously 
flown some 600 sorties and delivered about 1.6 million 
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pounds of cargo to Marine outposts, eliminating the need for 
scores of potentially dangerous cargo convoys. 

Within the next 10 years, robotics experts say, certain 
types of intelligent systems should be capable of operating 
without human input. 

“At perhaps the five-year point from today, you may have 
robotic vehicles, or a robotic warehouse worker, that doesn’t 
need a human in the loop at all,” said James Giordano, director 
of the Center for Neurotechnology Studies at the Potomac 
Institute for Policy Studies, an Arlington, Va., think tank 
focused on science and defense issues. 

The key to that ability is working toward systems that 
learn on their own, Giordano said. Scientific and technical 
breakthroughs still stand between present-day robots and ones 
that are truly able to learn. 

“You want it to be the proverbial ‘point-and-shoot’ 
system,” Giordano said. “I don’t want to be tethered to my 
machine, walking it through every process.” 

A roboticist developing Oshkosh’s autonomous Cargo 
UGV robot, which the Marine Corps tested for unmanned 
cargo hauling at Fort Pickett alongside the far smaller GUSS, 
agreed that robots have to be able teach themselves to do 
things. The test pitted a convoy of human-driven vehicles 
against a convoy that included several unmanned Cargo 
UGVs. The results are still being analyzed. 

“Machine learning is key,” said Tom Pilarski, principal 
investigator for the system, a robotic version of Oshkosh’s 
Medium Tactical Vehicle. “It seems impossible to program 
into the system examples of every possible thing it’s going to 
see when it goes out in the world. It needs to be able to learn 
over time.” 

First Steps 
Like children learning to walk, the current generation of 

ground and aerial autonomous robots are still learning basic 
movements. 

For the X-47B, that means navigating the airspace around 
a carrier, including taking off and landing on the deck of a 
moving carrier. Human pilots spend years reaching that level 
of proficiency. 

Autonomous ground vehicles, meanwhile, still have 
difficulty negotiating obstacles that a human driver wouldn’t 
give a second thought, said Pilarski, a staff member at 
Carnegie Mellon University’s National Robotics Engineering 
Center in Pittsburgh. 

For example, a Marine driver would plow through a 
windblown shopping bag and keep going. A robot, peering at 
the world through its infrared and laser sensors, has no way of 
telling if the looming object weighs a few grams or 100 
pounds, or whether it’s inanimate or living. 

Although traditional trucks require more personnel and 
put crewmembers in danger of attack, they have their 
advantages, Pilarski said. Present-day robots lack the 
contextual understanding of situations necessary to make such 
distinctions, he said. 

As a result, a convoy might grind to a halt and make a 
target of itself until the bag blows away. The opposite 
miscalculation could send the truck hurtling into dangerous 
obstacles or running down civilians. 

Systems smart enough to discern for now exist only in the 
lab. 

“They take hours, days, to crunch out results,” Pilarski 
said. “It’s still quite a ways off for robots to have the ability to 
make these decisions in real time, traveling at 30 to 40 miles 
per hour.” 

Robotic Ethics 
Despite the current limits of robotic technology, it’s time 

for the Defense Department and other authorities to seriously 
consider how the advanced robots of the future will be used, 
said a leading scholar of the ethics of military robotics. 

“Technology is fast, and ethics and law are slow,” 
philosopher Patrick Lin, of California Polytechnic State 
University, said in an email interview. “It’ll be far too late if 
we wait for robots to have real autonomy ... [because] robotic 
autonomy may be upon us suddenly and well before we’d 
expect. We’ll be caught by surprise.” 

Leaving aside hypothetical future combat robots capable 
of autonomous attacks, even highly capable logistical robots 
raise ethical questions, Lin said. Will advanced “mules” like 
GUSS or fleets of unmanned Cargo UGVs lower the cost of 
entering a war of choice enough to make conflict more likely? 

Technical glitches in programming could lead to 
accidental atrocities or other battlefield errors, he said. How 
would culpability be determined? 

The autonomous robots of the future may help solve some 
of the legal and ethical problems that exist in battle today, Lin 
said. 

“Autonomous robots could act more ethically as 
warfighters,” he said. “They are immune to fatigue, emotions, 
and morale issues that may cause a human soldier to overreact, 
abuse civilians, and commit war crimes.” 

In The Field 
Such complex autonomous uses remain in the realm of 

science fiction for now. GUSS’ responsibilities are much 
simpler. 

It picks its way through obstacles along a predetermined 
route, heading from one GPS waypoint to the next. If the robot 
sees the troops it supports drop to a knee, it grinds to a halt in 
expectation of combat. 

If it gets stuck — for instance, navigating a bank of flimsy 
bushes as an impassible solid obstacle — Marines can take 
control and get it past the rough spot. 

It’s an instinctive, easy-to-learn system, said Lance Cpl. 
David Barrientos, 21, of 3rd Battalion, 6th Marines Regiment, 
who had been operating GUSS for less than a week. 

Would It Be Useful In Combat? 
“It would be fine moving things around on a FOB,” said 

Barrientos, who recently returned from a deployment to 
Afghanistan. “But when we go out, we climb over things, go 
down through wadis ... I don’t think so.” 

GUSS is a rough draft of an eventual squad-level helper, 
said Marine Lt. Gen. Richard Mills, commander of Marine 
Corps Combat Development. Among other shortcomings, its 
gas engine isn’t stealthy enough for operational use, he said. 
But the developing electronic brain of the system can 
eventually be grafted onto a more capable vehicle platform, 
lightening the load for patrolling Marines and taking 
vulnerable support troops out of harm’s way, he said. 

“If it gets hit that’s a shame, but you haven’t lost any 
Marines,” Mills said. “This is just a first step, and a good 
one.” 

View Clip (RT: 3:08) 
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23. Chief Of Naval Research Moderates Panel At Unmanned Systems Conference 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 09 AUG 12) ... Grace Jean, Office of Naval Research 

ARLINGTON, Va. -- The Navy's chief of naval research 
led a panel discussion highlighting technology challenges and 
a vision for future maritime robotic systems Aug. 8, at the 
Association for Unmanned Vehicle Systems International's 
(AUVSI) annual conference. 

Rear Adm. Matthew Klunder, the Office of Naval 
Research's 24th chief, spoke about the Navy's increasing 
reliance on maritime robotic systems to conduct a wide variety 
of missions, from oceanographic research to helping Sailors 
track down potential threats in waters around the globe. 

"Our vision is to ensure successful integration between 
unmanned systems and the warfighter," Klunder said. "I 
believe this approach of developing a hybrid naval force of 
manned and unmanned systems is part of our innovative 
future." 

He moderated a panel of experts who represent 
organizations that employ unmanned maritime systems. 

Topics included technology shortfalls, program efforts and 
current operations. 

Panelists included the Navy's program manager of 
unmanned maritime systems, Capt. Duane Ashton; the 
National Oceanographic and Atmospheric Administration's 
deputy assistant administrator for oceanic and atmospheric 
research, retired Navy Capt. Craig McLean; Monterey Bay 
Aquarium Research Institute's chief technologist, Dr. James 
Bellingham; and Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution's 
senior scientist in applied ocean physics and engineering, Dr. 
Dana Yoerger. 

ONR's participation in AUVSI's Unmanned Systems 
North America 2012, held in Las Vegas, included exhibits and 
presentations highlighting research efforts in autonomy for 
robotic watercraft and ground robots, onboard planning 
systems for unmanned aircraft and control technologies for 
multiple autonomous systems. 
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24. New Report Suggests Navy Should Build Three Submarines Annually 
Congressional Budget Office says Navy's ship-construction schedule of two per year would result in vessel 
shortage 
(NEW LONDON DAY 10 AUG 12) ... Jennifer McDermott 

The Navy could buy three attack submarines annually for 
many of the years between 2014 and 2023 to prevent a 
shortfall in the fleet, according to the Congressional Budget 
Office. 

The office recently reviewed the Navy's shipbuilding plan 
and found that if the Navy follows it, the service will have too 
few attack submarines, ballistic-missile submarines and 
destroyers. 

To prevent that shortage, the office says, the Navy could 
step up the production rate for both attack submarines and 
destroyers in the near term, and begin purchasing the new 
ballistic-missile submarines in 2019 as originally planned. The 
current plan delays the start of construction on the new class 
by two years. 

"I am pleased that we're getting that kind of validation 
from a neutral source because I think when some of us are 
making the case for stronger production levels, it sometimes 
gets discounted as parochial," U.S. Rep. Joe Courtney, D-2nd 
District, said Thursday. "This report really demonstrates that 
there are going to be real challenges with the fleet size if we're 
not careful." 

If the Navy buys five attack submarines earlier in the 30-
year plan and five fewer from 2025 to 2034, it could "maintain 
the desired inventory level," CBO said in its report. 

U.S. Sen. Richard Blumenthal, D-Conn., said that in 
theory, the accelerated schedule "certainly makes good sense." 
But, he said, the question remains whether funding would be 
available and how the change would affect the industrial base, 

since more employees would be needed through 2023 but not 
after. 

"What's really maybe most significant is the recognition 
that the shortfall, or the shortage in submarine building, needs 
to be addressed and we need to build more, not fewer," 
Blumenthal said. 

Electric Boat in Groton and Newport News Shipbuilding 
in Virginia build two Virginia-class submarines annually 
under a teaming agreement, and EB is designing the ballistic-
missile submarine to replace the Ohio-class boats. 

The number of attack submarines in the fleet will drop 
below the stated requirement of 48 as the Los Angeles-class 
submarines - which generally were built at rates of three or 
four per year during the 1970s and 1980s - retire more quickly 
than they are scheduled to be replaced. 

"We ought to be building two submarines a year, at a 
minimum, but in no way imperiling our defense industrial 
base and specifically our skilled workforce by creating 
uncertainty and instability in the program," Blumenthal said. 

Courtney said there's "no question" EB could build more 
submarines. "Both in terms of the space that's down there and 
the employee base, they could handle it," he said. 

He added that the three-per-year rate merits consideration 
and funds could be reallocated within the budget. 

"Priorities can be changed based on changing perceptions 
of our security needs," he said. "We've been talking about the 
shortfall on the (House Armed Services) Seapower 
Subcommittee for the last five years. This report suggests that 
the message is getting through." 
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25. Defense Cuts: Three Things Americans Should Know 
(CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR 09 AUG 12) ... Anna Mulrine 

The House of Representatives approved in July a bill 
that's likely to spark a showdown on military spending. In the 
face of looming defense cuts and amped-up warnings on 
Capitol Hill, there are three things that experts wish every 
American – and politician, for that matter – knew about the 
Pentagon's financial state of affairs. 

1. America today spends more on defense (even 
adjusting for inflation) than it did during the Reagan 
buildup. 

Supporters of robust defense spending tend to justify 
these expenditures by claiming that the world is much more 
dangerous today. 

“[T]he evidence for that is pretty thin,” says Christopher 
Preble, vice president for defense and policy studies at the 
libertarian Cato Institute. “The Soviet Union on its worst day 
was capable of ending life on this planet in a few minutes. It 
could do more damage in a few minutes than Al Qaeda has 
managed to inflict in over a decade.” 

Still, the United States continues to spend some $520 
billion every year – plus the costs of the Afghanistan and Iraq 
wars – for U.S. military operations. In an acknowledgement of 
this, Reps. Mick Mulvaney (R) of South Carolina and Barney 
Frank (D) of Massachusetts proposed an amendment to freeze 
Pentagon spending at current levels. It passed with support 
from 158 Democrats and 89 Republicans, and the House voted 
July 19 to give the Pentagon $607 billion in total this year. 
This is more than the Senate – which has yet to propose its 
own version of the defense bill – or the White House says it 
wants. 

2. Most Americans, regardless of political party, 
support more defense cuts. 

A new study finds that Americans want more defense cuts 
than do the politicians who represent them. They are also 
willing to accept on the order of one-quarter more cuts in 
military spending than the Obama administration is proposing. 
The White House has been anxious to seem hawkish on 
defense, particularly in an election year. 

Americans surveyed by the Stimson Center proposed the 
highest cuts for the Afghan war, where they would like 
spending to be $53 billion. Annual spending in Afghanistan 
currently totals $115 billion. The administration has proposed 
a drop to $89 billion. 

Most interesting to Matthew Leatherman, a research 
analyst at Stimson, is that support for defense cuts is equally 
strong in congressional districts that would stand to lose the 
most from them – in other words, areas where big defense 
corporations and jobs are based. 

Indeed, 75 percent of voters in the top 10 percent of 
districts that benefit the most from defense spending actually 
want more cuts than the average of voters in the survey. 

There was a slight partisan divide, Mr. Leatherman says. 
Voters in Democratic districts would cut defense spending by 
22 percent, while voters in Republican areas would cut 
defense spending by 18 percent. 

Still, the change is “statistically insignificant,” 
Leatherman says. “We’re hearing a lot of rhetoric right now 

on the Hill and on the campaign trail about this being a wedge 
issue. But in our survey, the wedge just wasn’t there.” 

3. Automatic defense cuts won't devastate the U.S. 
economy – and may even help it. 

The companies that make America’s fighter jets, drones, 
and big-ticket weapons items warned in a press conference 
this week that a series of forced budget cuts known as 
“sequestration” would cost America more than 2 million jobs 
if it goes into effect. 

Among other things, sequestration involves some $55 
billion worth of automatic cuts in the defense budget. It’s set 
to go into effect in January unless Congress and the Obama 
administration can agree on a plan to curb the nation’s deficit. 

Defense Secretary Leon Panetta has warned that such cuts 
would have dire effects on U.S. national security. 

Moreover, the cuts would reduce America’s gross 
domestic product by $215 billion, says Stephen Fuller, an 
economist at George Mason University who works with the 
Aerospace Industries Association. “The results are bleak but 
clear-cut,” he said. “The unemployment rate will climb above 
9 percent, pushing the economy toward recession and reducing 
projected growth in 2013 by two-thirds.” 

It’s not an uncommon view. Travis Sharp, a fellow at the 
Center for a New American Security, which has close ties to 
the Obama administration, warns that sequestration will “most 
definitely have negative impacts on employment and on 
workers in the defense industrial base.” 

He worries, too, about the impact on defense research-
and-development dollars, something he fears will be 
disproportionately affected by sequestration cuts. “A lot of the 
things that people use every day started out as research 
projects at the DOD,” he says, citing, for example, the 
Internet. 

Others, however, say it's a good idea to keep the budget 
cuts in perspective. The DOD base budget under sequestration 
would be $469 billion – about what the Pentagon spent in 
2006, when it was in the middle of fighting wars in both Iraq 
and Afghanistan. It was “not exactly a lean year for the 
Pentagon,” Dr. Preble notes. 

Indeed, many of the predictions are overly dire, says 
Preble, who has studied regions that have experienced 
reductions in military spending in the past. Cuts initiated after 
the fall of the Berlin Wall in 1989 “were far deeper and faster 
than what we’re contemplating under sequestration,” he says. 

Still, after an initial economic impact, those communities 
closely tied to the defense sector nonetheless “recovered quite 
quickly and prospered with a more diversified economy,” 
Preble says. “So the question really comes down to, How long 
is that economic adjustment process?” Research indicates that 
the effects are most dramatic the year they happen, then 
decline dramatically over time. 

As for claims that defense cuts would mean millions of 
lost jobs? “That seems implausible considering that the cuts 
would amount to less than 3/10s of 1 percent of GDP,” Preble 
says. “More to the point, the defense budget should never be 
seen as a jobs program.” 
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26. U.S. Defense Firms Could Push Forward With Layoff Notices 
(THE HILL 09 AUG 12) ... Carlo Muñoz 

Despite administration warnings that notices related to 
sequestration were unnecessary, Lockheed Martin and Pratt & 
Whitney are continuing their preparations. 

Lockheed Martin and Pratt & Whitney are going forward 
with plans to issue layoff notices to thousands of employees 
due to looming defense cuts under sequestration, despite 
administration claims that such warnings are unnecessary. 

U.S. defense companies planned to start handing out pink 
slips in November under federal mandates outlined in the 
Worker Adjustment and Retraining Notification (WARN) Act, 
due to the anticipated $500 billion automatic cut to defense 
coffers are set to go in place in January. 

But administration officials from the Department of Labor 
have argued that such notices did not fall under the act's 
mandates, noting the law only required notices to be sent out if 
layoffs are caused by a foreseeable event. 

Since Congress has the power to come up with an 
alternative sequester plan, the White House argues, those 
automatic defense cuts don't qualify as a foreseeable event. 

But lawmakers remain deadlocked on a viable alternative, 
increasing the likelihood of those cuts going in effect early 
next year. 

That gridlock on Capitol Hill has prompted some 
American defense firms to begin preparing to send out pink 
slips to their employees. 

"Right now the WARN Act is the law, and we always 
comply with the law, so we're not quite sure we understand the 
direction from the Department of Labor," Hess told Reuters 
during an anti-sequestration rally in Florida on Wednesday. 

"We'll make a decision in the future as to whether or not 
we'll issue WARN notices. Some of it may depend on what 
clarity we get in 30 days," Hess said. 

If the firms decide to issue layoff notifications, defense 
industry employees would begin receiving those notices days 
before the presidential elections. 

Top industry officials have said publicly that automatic 
cut under sequestration could lead to the loss of 1 million 
defense-related jobs. 

Industry leaders and their supporters in Congress say 
those job losses would hit battleground states such as Ohio, 
Pennsylvania, Virginia and Florida particularly hard. 

"Generally speaking, if we know there's a potential to 
have a major reduction in the future, we have to take 
appropriate action," Lockheed Martin chief Bob Stevens said 
at the same rally on Wednesday. "All we are trying to do is be 
transparent with our employees so that nobody is caught by 
surprise." 

Stevens told Congress in July that his firm alone stands to 
lose 10,000 employees if the cuts go into effect as planned. 

In August, Senate Republicans attempted to force 
legislation that would require U.S. defense firms to begin 
sending out layoff notices to their employees. 

The legislation, introduced by Sen. Lindsey Graham (R-
S.C.), would have been folded into the Senate Appropriations 
Committee's version of the Pentagon's fiscal 2013 spending 
bill. 

Graham argued that allowing individual defense firms to 
decide whether to issue layoff notices would only add to the 
growing fiscal uncertainty within the defense industry over 
sequestration. 

Committee member Sen. Tom Harkin (D-Iowa) slammed 
the Graham amendment as a blatant political ploy, designed to 
use the threat of job losses as a "political football" in the runup 
to the November election. 

Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye (D-Hawaii) called 
the measure an "unnecessary modification" to the WARN Act 
for political purposes. 

In the end, the amendment was defeated 17-13 by the 
committee in a party-line vote. 
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BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
27. Navy Medicine, GE Healthcare Discuss Medical Innovation During Milwaukee Navy Week 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 10 AUG 12) ... Valerie A. Kremer, U.S. Navy Bureau of Medicine and Surgery Public Affairs 

MILWAUKEE -- Navy Medicine and GE Healthcare 
leadership discussed shared initiatives in resource 
management, research and development, and patient care Aug. 
9 during Milwaukee Navy Week. 

Rear Adm. Margaret Rykowski, deputy fleet surgeon, 
U.S. Fleet Forces Command, and deputy director, Navy Nurse 
Corps, reserve component, was the senior medical officer 
during the visit. 

"We are honored to have Rear Adm. Rykowski visit GE 
Healthcare as part of Milwaukee Navy Week," said Matt 
Williams, state government relations leader, GE Healthcare. 
"It was a pleasure to learn about the similarities both civilian 
and the military face in terms of health care research and 
development, as well as the overall mission of Navy 
Medicine." 

Rykowski met with leadership and toured the facility 
during the visit. 

During her presentation, Rykowski highlighted Navy 
Medicine's advancements in research and development, 
humanitarian assistance/disaster response, garrison care, and 
expeditionary care. 

"We are America's Navy - a global force for good," said 
Rykowski. "When a disaster occurs, Navy Medicine is there. It 
is our corpsmen, doctors, nurses and other Navy Medicine 
health care professionals who answer the call when the world 
dials 911." 

During her presentation, Rykowski also addressed the 
importance of wellness and preventive care as a means of 
ensuring force health protection. 

"Force health protection is a key priority," said Rykowski. 
"Our hospital corpsmen are the highest decorated out of all 
Navy enlisted specialties. Wherever our Marines go, our 
corpsmen are by their side providing world-class care, 
anytime, anywhere." 
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Both parties discussed shared initiatives in research and 
development and medical diagnostics during the visit. 

"GE Healthcare is doing outstanding work," said 
Rykowski. "The innovative technologies they provide make a 
difference not only in civilian and military hospitals, but also 
benefit the state of Wisconsin." 

GE Healthcare provides transformational medical 
technologies and services that shape patient care, with an 
emphasis on medical imaging and information technologies, 
medical diagnostics, patient monitoring systems, drug 
discovery, biopharmaceutical manufacturing technologies, 
performance improvement and performance solutions 
services. Headquartered in the United Kingdom, GE 
Healthcare is a unit of General Electric Company. Worldwide, 
GE Healthcare employees serve health care professionals and 
their patients in more than 100 countries. 

Navy Medicine is a global health care network of 63,000 
Navy medical personnel around the world who provide high 
quality health care to more than one million eligible 
beneficiaries. Navy Medicine personnel deploy with Sailors 
and Marines worldwide, providing critical mission support 
aboard ship, in the air, under the sea and on the battlefield. 

Milwaukee Navy Week is one of 15 Navy weeks across 
the country this year. Navy Weeks are designed to show 
Americans the investment they make in their Navy and 
increase awareness in cities that do not have a significant 
Navy presence. The week-long event also commemorates the 
Bicentennial of the War of 1812, hosting service members 
from the U.S. Navy, Marine Corps, Coast Guard and Royal 
Canadian Navy. 
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28. Warships Pass Through Welland Canal 
(WELLAND TRIBUNE (CANADA) 09 AUG 12) ... Jeff Bolichowski 

ST. CATHARINES - The warships navigating the 
Welland Canal this week are sailing into history. 

All told, five warships — three Royal Canadian Navy 
vessels and two American boats — used the canal between 
Monday and Thursday. They’re heading south, said St. 
Lawrence Seaway Management Corp. inspector Capt. Anil 
Soni, for ceremonies marking the bicentennial of the War of 
1812. 

“They are all part of what we call the Great Lakes 1812 
mission,” he said. 

Soni said three ships went through Monday, highlighted 
by the Halifax-class frigate HMCS Ville de Quebec. 

He said it was joined by two American ships, the Oliver 
Hazard Perry-class frigate USS De Wert and the Cyclone-
class patrol ship USS Hurricane. 

On Thursday, he said, two Canadian minesweepers 
followed. He identified them as HMCS Moncton and HMCS 
Summerside and said they were bound for Sarnia before 
heading to the War of 1812 ceremonies. 

In a media release, the navy said the Ville de Quebec left 
Halifax July 23 for a 10-week tour of 14 Great Lakes cities on 
both sides of the border. 

The release said the ship previously visited Quebec City 
and Montreal. She’s due to visit Milwaukee through Aug. 13. 

In Canada, she’ll visit Toronto, Windsor, Hamilton, 
Oshawa, Cornwall, Trois-Rivieres, Que., Sept-Iles, Que., and 
Halifax before Oct. 9. 

The navy described the trip as a chance to inform 
Canadians about how the navy protects Canadian waters. The 
trip is also being used to commemorate the bicentennial of the 
War of 1812. 

The excursions will give visitors a chance to tour the 
vessels. 

Soni said the canal is easily able to accommodate ships 
the size of frigates. 

“It’s the other way around: can the ships handle the 
canal?” he said. He said the freighters that normally use the 
canal are huge and slow, but the frigates are light and 
powerful and have to be more careful as they go from lock to 
lock. 
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29. Navy, St. Louis Send Off 54th Annual Cardinal Recruit Company 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 09 AUG 12) ... Navy Recruiting District St. Louis Public Affairs 

ST. LOUIS -- Eighty-seven future Sailors took the oath of 
enlistment in a pregame ceremony at Bush Stadium Aug. 9. 
The 87 recruits make up the 54th Cardinal Company. 

Chief of Naval Personnel Vice Admiral Scott Van 
Buskirk administered the oath of enlistment to America's 
newest Sailors. 

"I am thrilled to be here. It truly is an honor to give the 
oath of enlistment to the 54th Cardinal Company," said Van 
Buskirk. "The Cardinal Company has a long tradition here. 
This truly makes it a great Navy day!" 

Navy Recruiting District (NRD) St. Louis and the St. 
Louis Cardinals have worked with the U.S. Navy League St. 
Louis Council, which has sponsored the event since 1958. The 

recruit company is comprised of enlistees from Missouri, 
Illinois, Kansas, and Kentucky. They will continue to train 
together as a division throughout their time at Recruit Training 
Command, Great Lakes, Ill. 

"I think this is a great opportunity for these future Sailors 
to start their Navy careers and to be a part of such a historic 
Saint Louis tradition," said Engineman 2nd Class Nathan 
Royalty, Navy Recruiter. 

For the recruits the day began with a pre-event picnic 
gathering at 9:30 a.m. at the Soldier's Memorial and Eternal 
Flame Park. After watching the game, the recruits boarded 
busses and headed to Recruit Training Command. 
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30. Japan Defense Official To Visit U.S. Next Week For Osprey Crash Info 
(KYODO NEWS 10 AUG 12) 

TOKYO -- A senior Japanese defense official will visit 
the United States next week to obtain more information about 
the crash of an MV-22 Osprey military transport aircraft in 
Morocco, Defense Minister Satoshi Morimoto said Friday. 

The U.S. briefing for Hideo Jimpu, parliamentary vice 
defense minister, on the conclusive findings of a U.S. probe 
into the fatal Morocco crash in April will take place at the 
Pentagon on Wednesday, the Defense Ministry said. 

There is heightened interest in the cause of the crash since 
the tilt-rotor aircraft is planned to be deployed at the U.S. 
Marine Corps' Futenma Air Station in a densely populated 
area in Ginowan, Okinawa Prefecture, with an eye to starting 
full operations in October, despite mounting concerns about 
the aircraft's safety record. 

The U.S. investigation findings are expected to show no 
problem with the plane's safety, but it remains uncertain 
whether the result will appease officials and residents in 
Okinawa and Yamaguchi Prefecture, where test flights are 
scheduled before the deployment. 

Also accompanying Jimpu is a team that will conduct its 
own analysis and evaluation work on the Osprey's safety. The 
team will remain in the United States to seek additional 
information on the Osprey's safety after Jimpu returns to Japan 
next Thursday. 

During his trip, Jimpu will check on the control simulator 
of the Osprey and see how the tilt-rotor aircraft's autorotation 
works, the ministry said. 

Autorotation is the state in which air flow is used to turn 
rotors when making an emergency landing. 

Twelve MV-22 aircraft have been unloaded from a 
transport ship at a U.S. Marine base in Yamaguchi, but Japan 
and the United States have agreed not to hold test flights until 
after safety is verified following investigations of the Morocco 
crash and a separate crash involving an Osprey aircraft in 
June. 

[Description of Source: Tokyo Kyodo World Service in 
English -- English service of Japan's largest domestic and 
international news agency, owned by nonprofit cooperative of 
63 newspaper companies and NHK] 
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NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
31. Diplomats And Warriors: Can This Friendship Be Saved? 
(NATIONAL DEFENSE 09 AUG 12) ... Sandra I. Erwin 

The belief that troops are better suited to fight wars than 
to rebuild nations underlies much of the rhetoric heard from 
administration officials about the need to bolster diplomacy 
and development in places like Afghanistan. 

Ever since former Defense Secretary Robert Gates started 
making public pleas in 2009 for Congress to boost resources 
for the State Department, the foreign policy meme inside the 
beltway has been the extraordinary friendship between 
Defense and State. Secretary Hillary R. Clinton even coined a 
new catchphrase, “smart power,” to capture the idea that there 
are non-militaristic ways to win wars. 

But no amount of top-level kumbaya has changed the 
reality on the ground. In the United States’ most severe 
foreign policy crisis today, the war in Afghanistan, Defense is 
the 800-pound gorilla, with a $2 billion a week budget. 

State, after much cajoling by senior diplomats and their 
Pentagon allies, managed to get congressional approval for a 
$250 million “global security contingency fund.” 

Although the GSCF is in the State Department budget, the 
Pentagon controls $200 million, while State gets to allocate 
$50 million. State views this as a remarkable step forward. 
“Rather than two departments fighting over resources, this 
fund makes us work and contribute together,” said Assistant 
Secretary of State and head of the Bureau of Political-Military 
Affairs Andrew J. Shapiro. 

The GSCF will be a test that State must pass in order to 
be trusted with money that otherwise would have gone to the 
Pentagon. 

In an Aug. 8 speech at the Center for Strategic and 
International Studies, titled, “A New Era In State-Defense 
Cooperation,” Shapiro went through a litany of exchange 
programs, joint projects and other interagency efforts that, he 
said, are signs of a “sea change” in Defense-State cooperation. 

The bond between the agencies, he said, “is truly 
unprecedented and I think this will be remembered as one of 
Secretary Clinton’s lasting legacies.” 

Such pronouncements make lots of eyes roll in 
Washington, where an agency’s power is directly proportional 
to its financial resources. 

Shapiro found himself defending the GSCF. “We’ll see if 
it’s successful,” he said during a question-and-answer session 
after the speech. “It has the capacity to grow. Our challenge is 
to make it work.” Shapiro said he is hopeful that the GSCF 
becomes a stand-alone appropriation instead of a 
“reprogramming action.” 

What he did not say: State is thankful for the vote of 
confidence this fund represents, even if it’s a fraction of what 
the military spends daily in combat operations. 

In his address at CSIS, Shapiro recognized that, after a 
decade of military-dominated foreign policy, State confronts a 
relevance gap that might takes a long time to bridge. “The 
sheer difference in size and resources between our two 
respective departments … [is] obvious when we host a simple 
meeting and find ourselves vastly outnumbered by our DoD 
colleagues,” he said. “Unfortunately, there remains a lingering 
misperception out there that funding for the State Department 
isn’t as essential to strengthening our country’s national 
security.” 

Although the Pentagon’s E-Ring understands that 
investments in development and diplomacy are important, out 
in the field the two sides collide. One Defense Department 
official who served as an adviser in Afghanistan asked Shapiro 
to explain why, after more than a decade of war, there is still a 
“dearth of collaboration” between State and Defense at a time 
when civilian help is needed for the military to meet its 2014 
withdrawal deadline. 
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Shapiro’s response: Secretary Clinton will study the war 
lessons and make sure they are not repeated. 

Only an act of Congress could begin to reverse the 
Pentagon’s overwhelming supremacy in U.S. foreign policy. 

“In the Defense Department we do not control our money, 
Congress does,” said a senior defense official who spoke with 
reporters Aug. 8. Asked whether it would help efforts in 
Afghanistan to provide more resources to State and USAID, 
he said that decision is entirely up to Congress. “It’s not a 
question of turning over Defense Department dollars to State,” 
he said. “We spend our money as appropriated.” 

The chances that Congress will do anything to shift the 
balance of power are slim to none, however. Even the GSCF, 
established by Congress in December 2011, is only a pilot 
program. 

“Advocates of greater State Department control would 
prefer that Congress dispense with the GSCF pooled fund and 
appropriate substantially more security assistance and related 
DoD funding (particularly Section 1206 building partnership 
capacity funding) directly to the international affairs budget,” 
said an Aug. 1 report by the Congressional Research Service. 

Section 1206 provides funds to the Defense Department 
for counterterrorism, security assistance and other projects that 
occasionally overlap with State programs. 

“Some fear that the decision to pool DoD and State 
Department funds rather than to appropriate funds directly to 
the State Department budget will perpetuate the State 
Department’s lack of capacity to handle security assistance 
rather than resolve it,” wrote Nina M. Serafino, a CRS 
international security specialist. 

One reason the Pentagon has taken the lead on most 
security-assistance and peacekeeping programs is that there is 
a widespread belief that State’s bureaucracy is too slow and 
cumbersome. 

“Many analysts are concerned that the State Department 
lacks the capacity to plan and direct an increased number of 
security assistance and related governance and rule of laws 
programs without increasing the size of its staff,” said 
Serafino. “Some also view the State Department as lacking the 
institutional interest and will necessary to plan and oversee a 
large security assistance portfolio.” 

The Defense Department, for its part, is not about to 
relinquish control of funds in these times of fiscal austerity. 
Pentagon advocates, for instance, see the GSCF as a 
“problematic and unwarranted diversion of DoD funds, 
particularly in an increasingly constrained budget 
environment,” said Serafino. “Because GSCF purposes 
overlap those of Section 1206 train-and-equip authority, where 
the secretary of defense is in the lead, some analysts view a 
successful GSCF effort as someday leading to the elimination 
of Section 1206 and similar authorities.” 

Gordon Adams, a former Office of Management and 
Budget official during the Clinton administration and currently 
a professor at American University, said that growing military 
dominance in foreign affairs is a troublesome trend. The U.S. 
military is now in charge of many non combat-related 
functions such as foreign aid, global health and foreign police 
training, Adams wrote. The imbalance “erodes the civilian 
foreign policy agencies and adds missions to an overburdened 
military.” 

In Washington, he noted, “Budget is policy.” 
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32. Pentagon Seeks More Powers For Cyberdefense 
Pentagon Proposes More Robust Role For Its Cyber-Specialists 
(WASHINGTON POST 10 AUG 12) ... Ellen Nakashima 

The Pentagon has proposed that military cyber-specialists 
be given permission to take action outside its computer 
networks to defend critical U.S. computer systems — a move 
that officials say would set a significant precedent. 

The proposal is part of a pending revision of the military’s 
standing rules of engagement. The secretary of defense has not 
decided whether to approve the proposal, but officials said 
adopting the new rules would be within his authority. 

“Without a doubt it would be a very big and significant 
step forward,” said a senior defense official, speaking on the 
condition of anonymity to discuss a sensitive topic. “It would 
account for changes in technology that will give more 
flexibility in defending the nation from cyberattack.” 

Currently, the military is permitted to take defensive 
actions or to block malicious software — such as code that can 
sabotage another computer — only inside or at the boundaries 
of its own networks. But advances in technology and 
mounting concern about the potential for a cyberattack to 
damage power stations, water-treatment plants and other 
critical systems have prompted senior officials to seek a more 
robust role for the department’s Cyber Command. 

The proposed rules would open the door for U.S. defense 
officials to act outside the confines of military-related 
computer networks to try to combat cyberattacks on private 
computers, including those in foreign countries. 

In establishing the new regulations, officials have sought 
to overcome concerns that action in another country’s 
networks could violate international law, upset allies or result 
in unintended consequences, such as the disruption of civilian 
networks. 

The Pentagon, in consultation with the White House and 
other agencies, has developed strict conditions governing 
when military cyber-specialists could take action outside U.S. 
networks. Some officials said these conditions are so stringent 
that the new capability to go outside military boundaries might 
never be used. 

Pentagon and other officials say such military action is 
meant to be taken only in extreme emergencies and with great 
care. 

The proposed revision to Cyber Command’s standing 
rules is significantly narrower than what the military originally 
sought, officials said. But, one senior Pentagon official said, 
“we want to have something approved that starts the dialogue 
that allows us to start seeking more.” 

Generally, the new rules would allow the two-year-old 
Cyber Command to take defensive action in a foreign country 
or in the United States if reliable intelligence indicates that a 
threat is imminent and could have certain consequences, such 
as deaths, severe injury or damage to national security, said 
several current and former officials. 
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“We’re not talking about shooting back, not talking about 
tit-for-tat,” said the Pentagon official, who like many 
interviewed for this article spoke on the condition of 
anonymity and would not discuss operational details. “We’re 
talking about stopping the bleeding, lest something really bad 
happens to the country.” 

The standing rules of engagement, or SROE, were last 
revised in 2005. They are intended to give military 
commanders guidance on what they can do when they find 
their troops or systems under attack and they need to act 
quickly without having to consult the president or defense 
secretary. 

While the rules for air, sea and land operations are fairly 
straightforward, the rules for cyberspace have posed great 
challenges for policymakers. For one thing, cyberattacks can 
take place in milliseconds. The assailant may be unknown. 
The attack route may be hard to trace, crossing multiple 
countries. 

“The legal and policy entanglement in cyber is far, far 
more difficult than it is in some of the other domains” of 
warfare, William J. Lynn III, a former deputy defense 
secretary, said at a global security conference this year. 

The SROE discussion is part of a larger interagency 
policy debate over the role of government in fighting attacks 
on the nation’s privately owned critical computer systems. 

Ideally, current and former officials say, the Pentagon 
would like Cyber Command to be able to undertake a range of 
activities, from blocking or redirecting viruses to disabling a 
computer server in another country to prevent destructive 
malware from being launched. 

But something as aggressive as shutting down a server in 
another country is probably going to require presidential 
permission, Gen. Keith Alexander, the head of Cyber 
Command, has said. 

Indeed, “going after something outside the network in 
defense of the nation, which may still be characterized as 
offensive, is definitely the hardest policy part,” a senior U.S. 
official said. 

Even actions on networks in the United States would 
involve an integrated cyber operations center with personnel 

from all relevant agencies: the National Security Agency, 
Cyber Command, the Department of Homeland Security and 
the FBI. When a cyber threat is detected, whichever agency 
has the lead by law — FBI for criminal and 
counterintelligence cases, Cyber Command for foreign 
adversary and terrorist attacks — would take over, officials 
said. 

DHS has the lead for working with critical industries. 
NSA and Cyber Command are able to lend their expertise to 
DHS and other agencies, officials said. 

“We’re very careful about roles and responsibilities 
between Justice, DHS and DOD,” the U.S. official said. 
“Those are being carefully reviewed. But in every domain, 
ultimately DOD has the responsibility to defend the nation.” 

A variety of blocking techniques can be used that are not 
destructive to networks, officials said. They include diverting 
malware into a “sinkhole,” effectively a cyber black hole, 
which is something Internet service providers do now to 
protect their own networks. 

Alexander, who is also director of the NSA, has pushed 
publicly for new rules on rules of engagement. Officials “need 
standing rules of engagement and execute orders that allow the 
government to do defense that is reasonable and 
proportionate,” he said at a recent conference in Aspen. 

Earlier efforts to establish the ability for the military to 
defend private critical networks failed in the face of opposition 
from the Justice Department, which did not want to set a legal 
precedent for military action in domestic networks, and the 
State Department, which feared the military might 
accidentally disrupt a server in a friendly country, 
undermining future cooperation. 

Alexander said an enhanced ability for the Pentagon to 
take action to defend the nation rests in part on expanded 
cyberthreat data-sharing. 

He said that in debating the rules, policymakers are 
“trying to do the job right.” But what concerns him is the 
discussion over whether “you can use this tool, but not that 
one, without understanding what that really means.” 
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33. Heroes Program Helps Families Travel 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 09 AUG 12) ... Lisa Daniel 

Families of wounded warriors already are benefitting 
from a program that started last month to make it easier for 
them to travel with their loved ones for medical treatment. 

The Defense Department and Fisher House Foundation 
have teamed up to oversee the Hotels for Heroes program, 
which allows the American public to donate their unused hotel 
reward points to families of wounded warriors so that they 
might stay for free in hotels around the country while their 
family member receives medical treatment. 

“The family members of our wounded heroes should 
never have to stress about the financial burden of travel,” 
David Coker, president of the Fisher House Foundation, said 
at a July 16 ceremony. “We are honored to help facilitate the 
process and are confident that the American public will help 
make this new program a success.” 

Cindy Campbell, the foundation’s vice president for 
community relations and media affairs, said Aug. 7 that the 

program already has provided 60 nights of lodging for military 
families. 

“We’re very fortunate in that many of the hotel chains 
banked a lot of points for us,” she said. “That has allowed us 
to go ahead and get started. And a lot of people already have 
donated points, but we are going to go through these quickly.” 

Sadly, Campbell said, “there is a huge demand” from 
families who must travel to locations without one of the 57 
Fisher Houses, or where they are full. The houses near large 
military medical centers fill up quickly. 

The program’s sponsors are optimistic, given the success 
of its sister program, Hero Miles, that has allowed them to 
give away more than 30,000 plane tickets since it was created 
in 2003, Campbell said. 

The annual need for hotel rooms “is a very substantial six-
figure number,” she said, “so this is really going to help us 
out.” 
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Jessica Allen, whose husband, Army Staff Sgt. Charles 
Allen, is recovering from a roadside bomb, used Hero Miles to 
fly herself and her two daughters back and forth to her 
husband’s hospital bed during his recovery and rehabilitation. 

“Hero Miles saved our family from a crushing expense – 
and gave our daughters the chance to be with their dad when 
he was in the hospital and learning to walk again,” Allen said 
at the program’s launch ceremony. “Hotels for Heroes will do 
something similar, and I am thankful to all the people who 
have and will donate their unused hotel points to benefit our 
military families.” 

Six major hotel companies – Marriott, Wyndham, Best 
Western, Starwood, AmericInn and Choice Privileges Hotels – 
are participating in the program. 

The program fills a void, Campbell said, in allowing the 
American public to give back. “It’s a very simple way for 
business travelers while they are racking up so many hotel 
points, to give back,” she said. 

People can donate points by going to their hotel rewards 
club website, which has a tab for Fisher House donations. 

Fisher House Foundation is best known for the network of 
comfort homes built on the grounds of major military and VA 
medical centers. The Fisher Houses are donated to the military 
and Department of Veterans Affairs, and families can stay in 
the houses while a loved one is receiving treatment. 
Additionally, the foundation ensures that families of service 
men and women wounded in Iraq or Afghanistan are not 
burdened with unnecessary expense during a time of crisis. 
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OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
34. Defending The Defense Budget 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 10 AUG 12) ... Rep. Eric Cantor 

A new word has entered this year's political debate - 
"sequester." This is Washington budget-speak for across-the-
board spending cuts. 

When these dangerous cuts go into effect Jan. 2, the U.S. 
will be heading toward its smallest military since before 
World War II, and Virginia could be left with a hundred 
thousand fewer jobs. 

How did we get here? Last year, Republicans in Congress 
made clear that President Barack Obama's push to increase the 
nation's already historic debt could not occur without a 
commitment to equal reductions in spending over time. 

Rather than working to responsibly get our fiscal house in 
order, Obama demanded that the debt limit be increased by 
$2.1 trillion so he would not have to ask Congress to raise it 
again before the election. He made clear this was 
nonnegotiable. 

Leading up to the debt limit deadline, both parties worked 
together to identify more than $1 trillion in savings, but we 
were still short of $2.1 trillion. The bicameral, bipartisan 
"supercommittee" was created to identify the remainder of the 
cuts. To ensure that the supercommittee did its job, automatic 
across-the-board cuts would serve as the backstop. 

Since both sides agreed these cuts were the worst possible 
outcome, we assumed everyone would enter into negotiations 
in good faith. We were wrong. 

Obama barely participated in the discussions of the 
supercommittee. Identifying cuts was made even more 
difficult by the Senate's failure to even propose, much less 
pass, a budget. At a time of over 8 percent unemployment, 
congressional Democrats on the committee pushed for a dollar 
in tax increases for every dollar in spending cuts. In the end, 
Democrats insisted on tax hikes, and so the supercommittee 
failed. 

What does this mean for Virginia and the nation? 
America's unmatched ability to defend freedom around 

the world will be severely diminished. Cutting $500 billion 
from the defense budget will do incredible damage to our 
military. It will force hundreds of thousands of soldiers and 
Marines out of the service, leaving us with the smallest ground 
force since 1940 and sending brave men and women from the 
front lines to the unemployment lines. 

Sequestration will also harm the National Guard and 
Reserve component and leave our Navy with the smallest fleet 
in nearly a century. 

It will weaken our ability to prepare for future challenges 
and invest in advanced missile defenses designed to meet 
emerging threats from countries like Iran and North Korea, 
while also hampering ongoing operations in places like 
Afghanistan, jeopardizing our obligation to support our troops 
on the battlefield. 

These cuts will devastate the economy and threaten nearly 
a million jobs. A full tenth of the defense budget is spent in 
Virginia. Federal spending on defense amounts to nearly $60 
billion a year - about 14 percent of Virginia's economy. Our 
state is home to major national security installations that 
employ tens of thousands of people in Hampton Roads and 
elsewhere. 

Virginia is also the epicenter of the defense industry, with 
corporate headquarters, manufacturing facilities and a healthy 
shipbuilding infrastructure in Newport News and Norfolk. 
Sequestration will cause catastrophic damage to these facilities 
and their hard-working men and women. The National 
Association of Manufacturers estimated these defense cuts 
will cost Virginia 115,000 jobs. 

After the supercommittee's failure, the House acted. In 
May, we passed legislation replacing the first year of 
mandatory cuts with common sense reforms to 
underperforming programs and eliminating programs that 
have outlived their mission. 

The president threatened to veto the bill, stating we 
should adopt the proposals in his budget - the same budget 
overwhelmingly defeated in both the Republican House and 
the Democratic Senate. He has put forward no further 
proposals, and the Democratic majority leader in the Senate 
has refused to allow for legislation to replace the sequester to 
come up for a vote. 

We are committed to preventing these harmful cuts from 
doing such damage to our national security and economy. But 
we can't do it alone. We need a willing partner in the White 
House and the Senate. We stand ready to work together on 
behalf of our brave men and women in uniform, the 
commonwealth and the country. 
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Eric Cantor, a Republican from Richmond, serves as House majority leader. 
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35. How Defense Austerity Will Test U.S. Strategy In Asia 
(THE DIPLOMAT 09 AUG 12) ... Michael C. Horowitz 

Recognizing the vital role that a peaceful and stable Asia-
Pacific plays in ensuring overall global security, the United 
States has announced plans to rebalance its overall defense 
efforts toward the region. At the June 2012 Shangri-La 
Dialogue in Singapore, Secretary of Defense Leon Panetta 
stated that “all of the U.S. military services are focused on 
implementing the president’s guidance to make the Asia-
Pacific a top priority.” Unfortunately, the looming “fiscal 
cliff” facing the United States has large-scale implications for 
its role in Asia. 

The 2011 Budget Control Act includes almost $500 
billion in automatic cuts to defense spending that will be 
triggered if Congress fails to pass a deficit reduction bill by 
January 2, 2013. These cuts would come on the heels of 
existing reductions of about $487 billion, intended to increase 
efficiency and decrease the size of ground forces over the next 
ten years. Consequently, U.S. decision-makers face the 
difficult task of both addressing current financial realities and 
implementing an ambitious new strategic agenda in the Asia-
Pacific. 

Decisions about defense spending are integrally linked to 
the United States’ overall strategy in the Asia-Pacific. Given 
ongoing uncertainty surrounding North Korea, China’s 
continuing development of anti-access/area-denial (A2/AD) 
capabilities, and disputes over the East and South China seas, 
maintaining a robust presence in the region will be a high 
priority for any future administration. However, sequestration 
or other major defense cuts could undermine perceptions of 
U.S. resolve in the Asia-Pacific and make core U.S. allies such 
as Japan and South Korea doubt Washington’s willingness to 
invest appropriately in relevant capabilities. Concretely, such 
cuts could make it more difficult for the United States to 
maintain its current presence. 

The United States’ predominant military strategy for 
ensuring continued superiority in the Asia-Pacific isAirSea 
battle (ASB)—an operational concept designed to help the 
U.S. Air Force and Navy jointly respond to A2/AD 
challenges, enhance deterrence, and ensure freedom of action 
around the world over the next generation. Implementing ASB 
will require significant investments in advanced technologies, 
including long-range precision-strike capabilities and 
submarine modernization. Furthermore, ASB primarily 
involves investments in the air force and navy, raising 
questions about how best to rebuild the readiness of the army 
and marines. There is a trade-off between providing relatively 
equal budget shares to the services—potentially reducing 
inter-service rivalries—and rebalancing toward the Asia-
Pacific. Even within the air force and navy, there are 
disagreements about which programs represent the highest 
priority for the U.S. military. 

One concern is the potential for large decreases in the 
procurement of F-35s—the multirole replacement fighter for 
the air force and navy. Unless the military can find substitutes, 
further cuts beyond those already planned could potentially 
make it more difficult for the U.S. military to control the skies 
in a future confrontation in the Asia-Pacific. Decreases in F-35 

procurement could also make U.S. allies less likely to 
purchase the F-35, thereby reducing interoperability with 
allied Asian militaries and further raising F-35 unit costs. 
Budget cuts may also lead to the scaling back of plans to 
purchase the full slate of Virginia-class attack submarines that 
the navy has requested. Given China’s continuing investments 
in submarines andanti-ship missiles, the modernization of the 
U.S. fleet is critical to maintaining U.S. naval capabilities in 
the Asia-Pacific, particularly for antisubmarine warfare and 
strike operations. Major cuts could affect the size of the navy, 
in terms of ships afloat, and compromise the United States’ 
ability to project power in crisis situations. 

At even greater risk of funding cuts is research and 
development. R&D into next-generation robotics, a new long-
range bomber, and C4ISR (command, control, 
communications, computers, intelligence, surveillance, and 
reconnaissance) is essential to guaranteeing U.S. military 
power over the long term. R&D for basic programs is also 
likely to be on the chopping block during periods of defense 
austerity. One example is the X-47B drone designed to launch 
from and recover to aircraft carriers. Decreases in funding for 
such cutting-edge programs could undermine the United 
States’ long-term capacity to control the commons in the Asia-
Pacific. The unparalleled access the United States enjoys to 
air, sea, and space could decline if other nations develop new 
technologies capable of placing legacy platforms such as large 
carriersor manned fighters at risk. Rising powers in the region 
are not standing still. The United States will only maintain its 
conventional superiority if it continues investing in R&D that 
will pay off with new weapon systems down the road. 

All sides in the ongoing debates about the appropriate size 
of the U.S. defense budget believe that a strong military 
commitment to the Asia-Pacific region is critical to U.S. 
national security interests. Budgetary politics, however, could 
create conditions of defense austerity that make it more 
difficult for the United States to achieve its security 
objectives. Whether or not sequestration occurs, Washington 
needs to ensure funding for programs critical to achieving 
strategic success in the Asia-Pacific over the long term, not 
just in the next few years. Such programs include: 

 Carrier-capable drones and other next-generation 
robotics programs. 

 C4ISR programs to ensure joint air-naval readiness. 

 Modernization of attack and nuclear submarines. 

Cuts mandated by defense sequestration could put 
Washington’s ability to properly fund ASB at risk and 
undermine perceptions among U.S. allies and potential 
adversaries of the United States’ willingness to pay the costs 
of being engaged in the Asia-Pacific. Even if defense 
sequestration does not occur, the United States will have to 
make difficult choices about what to fund. The road for 
navigating these issues will only begin to become clear after 
the upcoming presidential election. However, uncertainty 
about the defense budget and its implications for the Asia-
Pacific could remain well into 2013. 
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Michael C. Horowitz is Associate Professor of Political Science at the University of Pennsylvania. 
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36. The Bully Of The South China Sea 
China's broad territorial claims have no legal merit, and the U.S. is the only power strong enough to push 
back. 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 10 AUG 12) ... Editorial 

Last Friday, a U.S. State Department spokesman stated 
that Beijing's recent decision to upgrade tiny Sansha City in 
the disputed Paracel Islands to a "prefecture-level city" and 
establish a military garrison there runs "counter to 
collaborative diplomatic efforts to resolve differences and risk 
further escalating tensions in the region." That muted protest 
was just the excuse Beijing wanted to play a round of Down 
With American Imperialism. The Foreign Ministry called in a 
U.S. Embassy official for a tongue-lashing Saturday. State-run 
media also went to town, telling the U.S. to "shut up" and stop 
"instigating" conflict in the region. 

Why the irruption of ire? Partly it's because Beijing's 
various factions need to look tough on sovereignty issues 
ahead of the upcoming Party Congress. The Congress will 
pick the next generation of Party leaders. 

But another reason is that China's aggressive behavior in 
the South China Sea has caused a backlash among its 
neighbors and hardened their determination to resist Chinese 
bullying. Instead of admitting its mistake, Beijing wants to 
treat the U.S. as the "black hand" that is poisoning its relations 
with Southeast Asia. This may have a purely propagandistic 
purpose, but the danger is that the Communist Party will now 
fixate on America as its regional enemy. 

In a 2000 white paper, Beijing claimed that the source of 
its "indisputable sovereignty" over the Spratly Islands, the 
most important features in the South China Sea, is imperial 
China's historical record as "the first to discover and name the 
islands as the Nansha Islands and the first to exercise 
sovereign jurisdiction over them." 

This basis is disputed. China may have some of the oldest 
surviving maps of the area, but aboriginal, Malay, Indian and 
Arab traders traversed these seas before Han Chinese began 
their explorations. And the maps produced by China and other 
countries from ancient times through the 20th century show 
the islands as uninhabited dangers to navigation, not 
destinations under anyone's sovereignty. 

Militarist Japan, ironically, is the true origin of China's 
claims. As the great scholar of the Chinese diaspora Wang 
Gungwu noted recently, World War II-era Japanese maps that 
showed the entire South China Sea as a Japanese lake were the 
first serious claim to sovereignty over the islands. 

A second irony is that the People's Republic's current 
claims date to a 1947 map issued by the nationalist 
government of Chiang Kai-Shek, which drew a u-shaped line 
of 11 dashes around more than 90% of the South China Sea. 
Mao's regime republished that map with a simplified nine-
dashed line after it routed the nationalists, claiming the sea as 
China's "historic waters." 

Beijing continues to use this map to justify its claims, 
although it alternates between arguing that its claims rest on 
the U.N.'s Law of the Sea treaty, which it signed and ratified 
in 1996, or otherwise on territorial rights that predate the 
treaty. Whatever the case, Beijing acts as if it owns all of the 
sea within the line, last year condemning Vietnamese 

exploration of areas that fall both within the "territorial" line 
and Vietnam's coastal exclusive economic zone, or EEZ. 

Resolving the ambiguity about how China makes its 
claims is more than an academic question. For the U.S. it 
matters because about a third of the world's trade passes 
through the South China Sea, and freedom of navigation is a 
vital U.S. interest. China's neighbors also care, since they are 
most immediately confronted by what they term Beijing's 
"creeping assertiveness." 

Even if all the disputed islands belong to China, the area 
of water they control under maritime law would be relatively 
small. Only a handful of the islands are capable of sustaining 
human habitation, which is required to claim a 200-mile EEZ, 
and some of those would be circumscribed where they 
overlapped with the EEZs generated by other countries' 
coastline. Rocks and shoals only generate a 12-mile radius of 
territorial waters at most. 

This raises another demonstrably false claim made by 
Beijing—that Southeast Asian nations accepted its rights to 
the islands until the 1970s, when potential oil and gas reserves 
were discovered. Not so: The 1947 map was a matter of 
international dispute at the time. 

It was only after the hydrocarbon discoveries that China 
began bullying its way into the islands. In 1974, the People's 
Liberation Army launched a surprise attack and ejected 
(South) Vietnamese forces stationed on the Paracel Islands. In 
1988, the PLA again surprised the Vietnamese on Johnson 
Atoll in the Spratlys. Beijing seized Mischief Reef from the 
Philippines in 1994 without a fight. 

Now Beijing accuses its neighbors of stirring up tensions. 
But in June it staged its biggest provocation since 1994: 
putting up for bid oil exploration blocks that lie within 
Vietnam's EEZ and overlap with blocks that Vietnam has 
already leased. This is especially threatening to Vietnam 
because China is no longer dependent for such contracts on 
multinational companies, which shy away from the risk of 
military conflict around their rigs. The state-owned China 
National Off-shore Oil Corporation is developing its own 
deep-sea exploration platforms, a new way for Beijing to mark 
its claims. 

Meanwhile, Beijing is also using its navy and militias to 
escalate the tension. During the standoff with Manila over the 
Scarborough Shoal in May, nearly 100 fishing boats were 
inside the atoll at one time, according to the Philippine 
government. Last year, its vessels cut the acoustic cables on 
two Vietnamese exploration ships—much as they tried to do 
to the USNS Impeccable in 2009. And in June, China's 
Defense Ministry announced it had started "combat ready" 
patrols in waters claimed by Vietnam. 

To Beijing's mind, being able to make outlandish 
territorial claims and violate international law at will is the 
prerogative of a great power. That was certainly the message 
Foreign Minister Yang Jiechi delivered at the Asean Regional 
Forum in Hanoi in July 2010. He described the South China 
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Sea as a "core national interest," and he followed that up by 
saying, "China is a big country and other countries are small 
countries, and that is just a fact." 

So it's no wonder that Southeast Asian nations that 40 
years ago looked to the U.S. to halt the spread of communism 
are now asking Washington to help push back against Chinese 
encroachment. The wonder is that Beijing seems surprised that 
it is again isolated in the region and surrounded by U.S. allies. 
But as China's power grows, some of China's neighbors realize 
that the window of opportunity for a unified response that will 
change Beijing's behavior is closing. 

The best chance of avoiding a nasty showdown is a strong 
U.S. response. Washington has maintained its own ambiguity 
toward the South China Sea, saying it takes no side in the 
dispute but has a national interest in the peaceful resolution. 

That's fine as far as the islands and the small areas of 
territorial waters around them. But Beijing has shown that it 
has no interest in a negotiated settlement and will use force to 
claim and dominate the entire South China Sea if it can. 
Washington needs to call out the U-shaped line as the travesty 
of international law that it is, and state clearly that it will fight 
to keep the sea lanes open. 
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37. Race For Arctic Resources 
(KOREA TIMES 08 AUG 12) ... Gwynne Dyer 

You should never ask the barber if you need a haircut. 
The armed forces in every country are always looking for 
reasons to worry about impending conflict because that’s the 
only reason that their governments will spend money on them. 
Sometimes they will be right to worry, and sometimes they 
will be wrong, but right or wrong, they will predict conflict. 
Like the barbers, it’s in their professional interest to say you 
need their services. 

So you’d be better off to ask somebody who doesn’t have 
a stake in the game. As I don’t own a single warship, I’m 
practically ideal for the job. And I don’t think there will be 
any significant role for the armed forces in the Arctic, 
although there is certainly going to be a huge investment in 
exploiting the region’s resources. 

There are three separate “resources” in the Arctic. On the 
surface, there are the sea lanes that are opening up to 
commercial traffic along the northern coasts of Russia and 
Canada. Under the seabed, there are potential oil and gas 
deposits that can be drilled once the ice retreats. And in the 
water in between, there is the planet’s last unfinished ocean. 

The sea lanes are mainly a Canadian obsession, because 
the government believes that the Northwest Passage that 
weaves between Canada’s Arctic islands will become a major 
commercial artery when the ice is gone. Practically every 
summer Prime Minister Stephen Harper travels north to 
declare his determination to defend Canada’s Arctic 
sovereignty from ― well, it’s not clear from exactly whom, 
but it’s a great photo op. 

Canada is getting new Arctic patrol vessels and building a 
deep-water naval port and Arctic warfare training centre in the 
region, but it’s all much ado about nothing. The Arctic Ocean 
will increasingly be used as a shortcut between the North 
Atlantic and the North Pacific but the shipping will not go 
through Canadian waters. Russia’s “Northern Sea Route” will 
get the traffic, because it’s already open and much safer to 
navigate. 

Then there’s the hydrocarbon deposits under the Arctic 
seabed, which the U.S. Geological Survey has forecast may 

contain almost one-fourth of the world’s remaining oil and gas 
resources. But from a military point of view, there’s only a 
problem if there is some disagreement about the seabed 
boundaries. 

There are only four areas where the boundaries are 
disputed. Two are between Canada and its eastern and western 
neighbors in Alaska and Greenland, but there is zero 
likelihood of a war between Canada and the United States or 
Denmark (which is responsible for Greenland’s defense). 

In the Bering Strait, there is a treaty defining the seabed 
boundary between the United States and Russia, signed in the 
dying days of the Soviet Union, but the Russian Duma has 
refused to ratify it. However, the legal uncertainty caused by 
the dispute is likelier to deter future investment in drilling 
there than to lead to war. 

And then there was the seabed boundary dispute between 
Norway and Russia in the Barents Sea, which led Norway to 
double the size of its navy over the past decade. But last year 
the two countries signed an agreement dividing the disputed 
area right down the middle and providing for joint exploitation 
of its resources. So no war between NATO (of which Norway 
is a member) and the Russian Federation. 

Which leaves the fish, and it’s hard to have a war over 
fish. The danger is rather that the world’s fishing fleets will 
crowd in and clean the fish out, as they are currently doing in 
the Southern Ocean around Antarctica. 

If the countries with Arctic coastlines want to preserve 
this resource, they can only do so by creating an international 
body to regulate the fishing. And they will have to let other 
countries fish there too, with agreed catch limits, since it is 
mostly international waters. They will be driven to cooperate, 
in their own interests. 

So no war over the Arctic. All we have to worry about 
now is the fact that the ice IS melting, which will speed global 
warming (because open water absorbs far more heat from the 
Sun than highly reflective ice), and ultimately melt the 
Greenland icecap and raise sea levels worldwide by seven 
meters. But that’s a problem for another day. 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Giffords To Attend Pentagon Ship-Naming Ceremony Friday 
(THE HILL 09 FEB 12) ... Jeremy Herb 

Former Rep. Gabrielle Giffords (D-Ariz.) and the mother of the 9-year-old girl who was killed at last year’s Tucson, Ariz., 
shooting will attend a ship-naming ceremony Friday. 

 
2. PACOM Nominee Calls Regional Allies Bedrock of Strategy 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 09 FEB 12) ... Jim Garamone 

WASHINGTON – Japan, South Korea and other traditional allies will remain the bedrock of U.S. strategy in the Pacific even as 
the nation reaches out to others, President Barack Obama’s nominee to lead U.S. Pacific Command said during a Senate Armed 
Services Committee confirmation hearing today. 

 
3. Pentagon To Ease Ban On Women In Some Combat Roles 
Despite pressure, many ground jobs will remain off-limits 
(WASHINGTON POST 10 FEB 12) ... Craig Whitlock 

The Pentagon will maintain bans on women serving in most ground combat units, defense officials said Thursday, despite 
pressure from lawmakers and female veterans who called the restrictions outdated after a decade of war. 

 
4. Helos Soar Over Big Navy Wargame 
(WIRED 09 FEB 12) ... Spencer Ackerman 

ABOARD THE USS WASP — Over 14,000 Sailors and Marines from 31 ships and 11 nations took part in the biggest 
amphibious exercise in a decade. Danger Room was there, cameras rolling. 

 
5. 'Shipmates To Workmates' Seminar Held At NAS North Island 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 09 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Josh Cassatt, Navy Public Affairs Support Element 
West 

SAN DIEGO -- The Navy continued its commitment to the Sailors affected by Enlisted Retention Boards (ERB) by holding a 
transition assistance seminar aboard Naval Air Station North Island (NASNI) Feb. 9. 

 

CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
6. NWDC Keeps Bold Alligator Under Control 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 09 FEB 12) ... Chief Mass Communication Specialist Johnny Michael, U.S. Fleet Forces Command Public 
Affairs 

VIRGINIA BEACH, Va. -- The commander of Navy Warfare Development Command (NWDC) provided the media an 
opportunity to observe how Bold Alligator 2012, the largest amphibious exercise in 10 years, was controlled and synthesized Feb. 8. 

 
7. French LCAT Visits Wasp 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 09 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Aaron Chase, Navy Public Affairs Support 
Element - East 

USS WASP, At Sea -- Amphibious assault ship USS Wasp (LHD 1) welcomed France's newest amphibious craft Feb. 7 as part of 
the joint operations that make an essential piece of Exercise Bold Alligator 2012. 

 
8. Chafee And Tortuga Support 31st MEU At Cobra Gold 2012 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 10 FEB 12) ... U.S. 7th Fleet Public Affairs 

SATTAHIP, Thailand -- The guided-missile destroyer USS Chafee (DDG 90) and amphibious dock landing ship USS Tortuga 
(LSD 46) are in Sattahip, Thailand, supporting the 31st Marine Expeditionary Unit for Exercise Cobra Gold 2012 (CG12) Feb. 7-17. 
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9. 241 Port Visits By U.S. Navy Ships To Sasebo Harbor In 2011 Set The Highest Ever 
(ASAHI SHIMBUN 09 FEB 12) 

Rim Peace, U.S. Forces watchdog group, made it public that the number of port visits by U.S. Navy ships to Sasebo Harbor in 
2011 amounts to 241 and was the highest ever since Rim Peace began collecting data in 1993. The reason is that Sasebo played the 
role of a logistics base for the U.S. Forces disaster relieve activities for the Great East Japan Earthquake and that U.S. Navy ships 
temporarily visited Sasebo to avoid the influence from the nuclear power plant accident. 

 
10. U.S. Military Assists In Latin America Anti-Drug Operation 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 09 FEB 12) 

MIAMI — The U.S. military announced Thursday it is joining a large international operation against drug smuggling and 
organized crime off the coast of Central America. 

 
11. In Cyber Era, Militaries Scramble For New Skills 
(REUTERS 09 FEB 12) ... Peter Apps 

LONDON - With growing worries about the threat of "cyber warfare,” militaries around the world are racing to recruit the 
computer specialists they believe may be central to the conflicts of the 21st century. 

 
12. Aid Missions Get Cutting-Edge Assistance From ONR 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 09 FEB 12) ... Katherine H. Crawford, Office of Naval Research 

ARLINGTON, Va. -- A Web-based tool suite that helps first responders rapidly coordinate resources during disasters, co-
sponsored by the Office of Naval Research (ONR), is being introduced at a University of Connecticut panel Feb. 8-11 as part of a 
monthlong rollout. 

 
13. Navy Determines Mystery Mine Is Harmless 
Technicians tow it to Coast Guard station 
(SOUTH FLORIDA SUN-SENTINEL 09 FEB 12) ... Wayne K. Roustan 

The mysterious mine that floated from Dania Beach to Hollywood, closing beaches and launching evacuations on Thursday, was 
a dud, according to Navy experts. 

 

GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
14. China Military Growth Spurs Asia Demand For Boeing, Lockheed 
(BLOOMBERG BUSINESSWEEK 10 FEB 12) ... Kyunghee Park and Jasmine Wang 

China’s surging defense budget, the world’s second-biggest, is helping spur military spending across Asia, offering U.S. and 
European suppliers a chance to offset slowing demand at home. 

 
15. U.S. Military Seeks More Access In Philippines 
(REUTERS 09 FEB 12) ... Manuel Mogato 

But it is not trying to reopen military bases there. 
 

16. Phl Wants To Retain Equipment From U.S. Ship 
(PHILIPPINE STAR 10 FEB 12) 

CLARK, PAMPANGA, Philippines – The Philippine Navy is requesting the United States to keep intact some features of the 
second ship it plans to provide the country. 

 
17. Singapore Airshow Raises Fighter Industry Stakes In Asia 
(DEFENSE NEWS 09 FEB 12) ... Wendell Minnick 

TAIPEI — The biennial 2012 Singapore Airshow, Feb. 14-19, the largest aerospace event in Asia and now among the world’s top 
three aviation events, will focus on regional fighter programs in Australia, Japan, Malaysia, South Korea and Taiwan. 

 
18. Turks Torpedo Israel Navy Participation In NATO Operation 
Ankara prevents first instance of active Israeli participation in one of Western military alliance’s operations, 
but J'lem on verge of signing deal to upgrade relations with NATO, defense officials say. 
(JERUSALEM POST 10 FEB 12) ... Yaakov Katz and Herb Keinon 

Turkey has torpedoed an Israeli plan to contribute an Israel Navy missile ship to a NATO mission in the Mediterranean Sea, in 
what would have been the first time Israel actively participated in one of the Western military alliance’s operations. 
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19. Saudi Arabia Threatens To Go Nuclear 'Within Weeks' If Iran Gets The Bomb 
(LONDON TIMES 10 FEB 12) ... Hugh Tomlinson 

RIYADH - Saudi Arabia could acquire nuclear warheads within weeks of Iran developing atomic weapons as the threat from 
Tehran triggers an arms race across the Middle East. 

 
20. Deputy PM Rogozin Urges Russian Defense Industry Upgrade 
(RIA NOVOSTI 09 FEB 12) 

NOVOSIBIRSK - Russian Deputy Prime Minister Dmitry Rogozin on Thursday urged an upgrade of the country’s defense 
industry during his working visit to Siberia where he met with scientists and students. 

 
21. Russia’s Bulava-Carrying Subs To Enter Service In Summer 
(RIA NOVOSTI 09 FEB 12) 

MOSCOW - Russia’s newest nuclear-powered submarines, the Yury Dolgoruky and the Alexander Nevsky, will be put into 
operation in the summer, Defense Minister Anatoly Serdyukov said on Thursday. 

 
22. Iran Adds 2 Submarines To Naval Fleet Amid Tensions Over Strait Of Hormuz 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 09 FEB 12) 

TEHRAN, Iran — Iran’s official news agency reported Thursday that the navy has added two more domestically built light 
submarines to its fleet. 

 
23. Remedial Work For Navy's Problem Ship 
(FAIRFAX MEDIA (NEW ZEALAND) 10 FEB 12) ... Shane Cowlishaw 

Less than five years after it entered service, the navy's $177 million flagship will be out of action for seven months while it 
undergoes a long list of repairs. 

 
24. High Hopes: Navy Airs Fuel-Saving Idea 
The navy is going back to basics in a bid to cut its soaring fuel bill — wind power. 
(IRISH EXAMINER 09 FEB 12) ... Sean O’Riordan 

Commodore Mark Mellett confirmed the navy was collaborating with the Irish Maritime and Energy Resource Cluster, UCC, and 
CIT to develop "kite sails" which would be used to save fuel when a ship was carrying out surveillance. 

 
25. UK Hits Back At Argentina Over Falklands 
(REUTERS 09 FEB 12) ... Adrian Croft 

STOCKHOLM - U.K. Prime Minister David Cameron hit back at Argentina on Feb. 9 over its plans to protest to the United 
Nations against British “militarization” of the Falklands, saying islanders would have London’s backing for as long as they wished to 
remain British. 

 

PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
26. Navy Celebrates Women's History Month 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 09 FEB 12) ... Ensign Amber Lynn Daniel, Diversity and Inclusion Public Affairs 

WASHINGTON -- The Navy joins the nation in celebrating Women's History Month throughout the month of March as 
announced in NAVADMIN 051/12, Feb. 9. 

 
27. Cummings: Federal Workers 'Have Sacrificed Enough' 
(WASHINGTON POST 10 FEB 12) ... Joe Davidson 

As the top Democrat on the House Oversight and Government Reform Committee, Rep. Elijah E. Cummings is in the difficult 
position of protecting federal employees from a stream of proposals pushed by the majority Republicans that would limit pay and 
benefits. 

 
28. NOFFS Brings Sea Of Change To Navy Fitness 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 09 FEB 12) ... Commander, Navy Installations Command Public Affairs 

WASHINGTON -- The Navy Operational Fitness and Fueling Series (NOFFS), launched Navy-wide in January 2012, represents 
a sea of change in the way the Navy implements fitness. 

 
29. Amputation Cases Among U.S. Troops Hit A Post-9/11 High In 2011 
(STARS AND STRIPES 09 FEB 12) ... Chris Carroll 

WASHINGTON — More U.S. troops lost limbs in 2011 than in any previous year of fighting since the 9/11 attacks, recently 
published Pentagon data shows. 
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30. Navy Surgeon General Visits Navy Recruiting 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 09 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Michael B. Lavender, Navy Recruiting Command 
Public Affairs 

MILLINGTON, Tenn. -- Navy Surgeon General Vice Adm. Matthew L. Nathan visited Navy Recruiting Command (NRC) Feb. 9 
to show his support for the command's medical missions. 

 
31. Mayport Navy Chief Returns From Afghanistan 
(WJXT NEWS4JAX TV 09 FEB 12) 

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. - Command Master Chief Dave Anderson is being called a hero. But don't tell him that. He'll disagree. 
 

32. Navy Senior Chief Dishonorably Discharged For Sex Abuse 
(KITSAP (WA) SUN 09 FEB 12) 

BREMERTON — A Navy senior chief based at Naval Base Kitsap has been dishonorably discharged for sexual abuse and other 
violations, according to a Naval Region Northwest spokesman. 

 
33. Top Enlisted Fired Amid Relationship Allegation 
(NAVY TIMES 09 FEB 12) ... Sam Fellman 

The top enlisted man on a Bangor, Wash.-based ballistic-missile submarine was fired Jan. 3 for “administrative reasons” amid 
allegations that he was having an inappropriate relationship with a female Naval Academy midshipman onboard, a Submarine Group 
9 spokesman confirmed Thursday. 

 

FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
34. Analysis: Navy May Benefit In Revamped Military 
(NAVY TIMES 09 FEB 12) ... Ledyard King 

WASHINGTON — Defense Secretary Leon Panetta wants to “rebalance our global and presence to emphasize where we think 
the potential problems will be in the world” with the goal of producing a leaner, more rapidly deployable military. 

 
35. Fears Of 'Hollow Force' Unfounded, Lawmakers Told 
(MILITARY UPDATE 09 FEB 12) ... Tom Philpott 

The Congressional Research Service has a message for those who suggest planned defense budget cuts and military compensation 
curbs will return America to the "hollow force" era of the 1970s. 

 
36. Admiral Praises Role Of Virginia Class Submarines 
(PORTSMOUTH (NH) HERALD 09 FEB 12) ... Deborah McDermott 

WASHINGTON, D.C. — The Virginia class of submarines received high praise Thursday from a Navy admiral testifying before 
the Senate Armed Services Committee. 

 
37. Autonomy Is Key To Submarine Drones 
Navy Says Autonomy Is Key To Robotic Submarines 
(LOS ANGELES TIMES 09 FEB 12) ... W.J. Hennigan 

WASHINGTON -- Achieving complete autonomy in future robotic submarines is crucial to the Navy's plans to use drone 
technology. 

 
38. Ease Buying Of Unmanned Systems, Branch Head In Navy Expeditionary Warfare Says 
(DEFENSE DAILY 10 FEB 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

A branch head in the Navy's Expeditionary Warfare Division wants to make it easier for the military to buy small unmanned 
systems to keep pace with emerging technologies and warfighter requirements. 

 
39. Pentagon Budget Is Said To Fund First Northrop Global Hawk Drones For NATO 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 09 FEB 12) ... Tony Capaccio 

The Pentagon proposes in its new budget to spend $1.2 billion for the first three NATO-version Northrop Grumman Corp. Global 
Hawk drones and three additional U.S. Navy-version drones, according to an official. 

 
40. Mideast, European Allies Eye Fire Scout Drone 
(AOL DEFENSE 09 FEB 12) ... Carlo Munoz 

WASHINGTON - The Navy's venerable Fire Scout unmanned drone could go global if service leaders can lock in agreements 
with a number of key European and Mideast allies. 
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41. Poseidon Lands At Naval Air Station Jacksonville For Weapons Certification 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 09 FEB 12) ... Clark Pierce, Jax Air News 

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. -- A three-day conventional weapons technical proficiency inspection (CWTPI) for Patrol Squadron (VP) 
30 ordnance personnel supporting the P-8A Poseidon aircraft began Feb. 6 

 
42. Navy To Build Two New Oceanographic Research Vessels 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 09 FEB 12) ... Grace Jean, Office of Naval Research 

ARLINGTON, Va. -- The Navy has awarded $70 million to a West Coast-based shipyard to begin building the second of two 
modern oceanographic research vessels, the Office of Naval Research (ONR) announced Feb. 9. 

 
43. Marines To Retire Their Workhorse Helicopters 
(HONOLULU STAR-ADVERTISER 09 FEB 12) ... William Cole 

The last of the Marine Corps' aging Sikorsky CH-53D Sea Stallion helicopters will be ceremoniously retired here Friday with one 
of the big choppers flying over to the Pacific Aviation Museum-Pearl Harbor to become a museum piece, officials said. 

 

BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
44. Webb, Levin, McCain Warn No Funding For Buildup Until Congressional Requirements Met 
(PACIFIC NEWS CENTER (GUAM) 10 FEB 12) ... Kevin Kerrigan 

GUAM - Senators Carl Levin, John McCain and Jim Webb are all warning the Obama administration that Congress will not 
authorize funding for its plans to realign U.S. forces in Japan and Guam until the Pentagon complies with the Congressional 
requirements set last year in the 2012 Defense Authorization Act. 

 
45. Japan, U.S. Hoping To Conjure Better Ending After Failed Scenario 
(KYODO NEWS 10 FEB 12) ... Takuya Karube and Yasushi Azuma 

TOKYO/WASHINGTON -- Japan and the United States made a momentous decision this week about the future of their long-
standing security alliance, finally acknowledging that the road map plan for the realignment of thousands of Marines stationed in 
Okinawa, mapped out in 2006, is no longer feasible. 

 

NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
46. Historian Explains War Of 1812’s Impact On National Defense 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 09 FEB 12) ... Bradley Cantor, Emerging Media, Defense Media Activity 

WASHINGTON – The War of 1812 was a watershed moment in the nation’s development of a strong national defense system, a 
military historian said this week, as it provided justification for building up the Navy and changed the nation’s attitude toward 
strengthening the central government. 

 
47. USS New York Featured In Discovery Channel Series "Mighty Ships" 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 09 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist Seaman Recruit Scott Youngblood, Amphibious Squadron 8 
Public Affairs 

ATLANTIC OCEAN -- A film crew from Discovery Channel got underway with amphibious transport dock ship USS New York 
(LPD 21) Jan. 27 to document shipboard life and training evolutions for the network's TV series "Mighty Ships." 

 
48. First Lady, DoD: Bases Need Healthier Foods 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 09 FEB 12) ... Nancy Benac 

WASHINGTON — Hold the mystery meat: Military bases will soon be serving more fruits, vegetables and low-fat dishes under 
the first program in 20 years to improve nutrition standards across the armed services. 

 
49. Veterans Affairs Secretary Salutes GI Benefit 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 10 FEB 12) ... Corinne Reilly 

NORFOLK - Department of Veterans Affairs Secretary Eric Shinseki made a quick stop in Norfolk on Thursday to visit a trade 
school that recently began accepting military veterans using the Post-9/11 GI Bill. 

 
50. Tricare Pharmacy Merger Worries Lawmakers 
(NAVY TIMES 09 FEB 12) ... Patricia Kime 

Seven lawmakers have written to the Pentagon expressing concern over a proposed merger between the company that manages 
Tricare’s pharmacy benefit and another corporate pharmaceutical giant. 
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51. Real Navy SEALs Go Hollywood 
(CNN 09 FEB 12) 

Real Navy SEALs act in the new action thriller movie “Act of Valor,” which is opening in theaters this month. For the first time 
Special Operations Forces are acting out their real work, shooting, high altitude jumps, and patrolling in murky waters. CNN spoke to 
the director and had an exclusive interview with one of the SEALs in the movie. 

 

OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
52. Rapidly Aging Weapons Jeopardize National Security 
(MCCLATCHY NEWSPAPERS 09 FEB 12) ... MacKenzie Eaglen 

None of America's armed forces can meet all of the demands placed on them by commanders today. 
 

53. Sinking Navy In Sea Of Red Ink 
Obama’s deep budget cuts will leave sailors short of ships 
(WASHINGTON TIMES 09 FEB 12) ... Rep. Duncan D. Hunter 

The Navy is the primary mechanism for projecting American military power around the world. For the better part of the past 
century, no corner of the globe has been off-limits, demonstrating that the global reach and readiness of the Navy is second to none. 

 
54. Navy Will Have Fewer Ships But Same Mission 
(MOBILE PRESS REGISTER 09 FEB 12) ... Hal Pierce, Retired Navy Captain 

We saw in the news recently that the U.S. Navy is having to make substantial cuts in shipbuilding to support the urgent need for 
our country to return to fiscal responsibility. Other services are also cutting. 

 
55. Pentagon Should Embrace Larger Budget Cuts 
(U.S. NEWS & WORLD REPORT 09 FEB 12) ... Matthew Leatherman 

Leon Panetta thinks it would be "nuts" to sequester the defense budget, a view he will likely reiterate to Congress Monday when 
he unveils the 2013 Pentagon budget request. The process known as sequester would force a nearly $500 billion cut in addition to 
$350 billion in already planned reductions over the next decade. 

 
56. Keeping Syria At Arm's Length 
Diplomacy, not military action that could enmesh the U.S. in a civil war, is the best approach. 
(LOS ANGELES TIMES 10 FEB 12) ... Editorial 

Given the continued carnage in Syria, and given Russian and Chinese obstruction of a plan to have Syrian President Bashar Assad 
step aside, the Arab League, Western nations and the United Nations secretary-general are scrambling to identify other measures to 
stop the killing. Those efforts are urgent and admirable. But, dire as the humanitarian situation is, the United States and NATO should 
resist the temptation to become militarily involved. 

 
57. Closer To Take-Off: Israel And Iran 
Momentum is growing for an Israeli airstrike on Iran -- with or without American support 
(THE ECONOMIST 11 FEB 12) ... Editorial 

Is it all part of a carefully calibrated campaign of bluff and rumour intended to support tightening sanctions and bring Iran to the 
negotiating table, or is the ground really being prepared for an attack on Iranian nuclear facilities in the next few months? Perhaps it is 
neither and the people who count, yet to make up their minds, are frantically hedging and debating. 

 
58. Four Ways The U.S. Could End Up At War With Iran Before The Election* 
(TIME 09 FEB 12) ... Jay Newton-Small 

Most political analysts in Washington believe that war with Iran is unlikely, especially before the November U.S. elections. 
Politically it would be hard for President Obama to engage in another Middle Eastern war given the war weariness of the U.S. 
electorate, let alone the question of being able to afford it at a time when Defense Secretary Leon Panetta is cutting hundreds of 
billions of dollars from the Pentagon budget. There also seems little appetite from the international community to wage war with Iran, 
especially since Tehran is still allowing United Nations inspectors into their nuclear sites and, for the first time in recent history, 
sanctions seem to be working. 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Giffords To Attend Pentagon Ship-Naming Ceremony Friday 
(THE HILL 09 FEB 12) ... Jeremy Herb 

Former Rep. Gabrielle Giffords (D-Ariz.) and the mother 
of the 9-year-old girl who was killed at last year’s Tucson, 
Ariz., shooting will attend a ship-naming ceremony Friday. 

Former Rep. Ike Skelton (D-Mo.), who was chairman of 
the House Armed Services Committee from 2007 to 2011, will 
also be in attendance. 

Giffords will also be going to the White House on Friday, 
when President Obama will sign the last piece of legislation 
she proposed into law. 

Navy Secretary Ray Mabus will host the ship-naming 
ceremony at the Pentagon. 

Giffords will be joined at the ceremony by Roxanna 
Green, the mother of Christina Taylor-Green, who was shot 
and killed in the shooting rampage at a Tucson constituent 
event held by Giffords in January 2011. 

Giffords is still recovering from being shot in the head in 
the shooting. She announced last month she was resigning 
from Congress, and one of her aides who was injured in the 
shooting is now running to take her place. 

The Navy has not announced what the ship, its newest 
littoral combat ship (LCS), will be called. A Navy 
spokeswoman said she could not elaborate about whether 
Giffords’s and Green’s attendance was tied to the ship’s name. 

Return to Index 
 

2. PACOM Nominee Calls Regional Allies Bedrock of Strategy 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 09 FEB 12) ... Jim Garamone 

WASHINGTON – Japan, South Korea and other 
traditional allies will remain the bedrock of U.S. strategy in 
the Pacific even as the nation reaches out to others, President 
Barack Obama’s nominee to lead U.S. Pacific Command said 
during a Senate Armed Services Committee confirmation 
hearing today. 

Navy Adm. Samuel J. Locklear III, currently the 
commander of U.S. Naval Forces Europe and NATO’s Allied 
Joint Force Command will succeed Navy Adm. Robert F. 
Willard at Pacom if the Senate approves his nomination. 

The United States needs to remain in the Asia-Pacific 
region, Locklear said, noting that since World War II, the 
American military has provided the security that has allowed 
Asian nations to prosper. 

“Our security posture in that … part of the world has 
underpinned … much of the progress that’s been made not 
only in military area, but in all areas of progress with our 
allies, our partners and, in some ways, China,” he said. 

China is the largest economy in the area and is important 
to the United States in numerous respects, Locklear said. He 
wants to strengthen the ties between the Chinese and 
American militaries, he added, envisioning a partnership with 
China that would be “cooperative, but competitive.” 

“We are an Asian power. “We’re a Pacific power. We’re 
a global power,” he said. “We have interest in that part of the 
world. And I believe that the Chinese and other people in that 
part of the world need to recognize that we do have U.S. 
national interests there, and we have the interests of strong 
allies there.” 

Greater cooperation between the Chinese and American 
militaries would serve to reduce tensions and give greater 
clarity and greater transparency to relations, the admiral said. 

“It will be my plan to … improve our mil-to-mil 
relationships with a recognition that there are things we won’t 
agree on -- that greater transparency is good for all of us to 
avoid miscalculation,” he added. 

In the end, Locklear said, the objective in Asia is a secure, 
stable environment that allows nations to grow and prosper in 
peace. 

One area of contention with China is competing interests 
in the South China Sea. The region is an important sea line of 

communication, the admiral said, and any settlement in the 
region must be done peacefully and within the rule of law. 

To that end, Locklear told the senators, he supports the 
Senate ratifying the Law of the Sea Treaty and believes the 
United States should be a member of the United Nations 
initiative. 

“It allows us a better mechanism to be able to have a legal 
discussion that prevents us from having miscalculated events,” 
he said. “Overall, it provides us a framework for a better 
future security.” 

The admiral said he is concerned about the stability of the 
Korean peninsula. “It’s in our best interests to ensure that we 
maintain a strong deterrent there,” he said. Kim Jong Un has 
just assumed power in North Korea, and the United States and 
its allies are watching the transition carefully, he said. 

“Day by day, so far, so good,” he added. “But it’s yet to 
be determined how this will play out in the mid-to-long term.” 

Locklear said he believes North Korea has changed over 
the past decades, noting that the North Koreans are using more 
asymmetric activities to provoke the South and its allies. 

“I am very much concerned, and we should certainly stay 
vigilant,” he said. “And if confirmed, I will assure you it will 
be one of my highest priorities.” 

Training local forces to handle security in their own 
countries underpins the new U.S. defense strategy guidance, 
Locklear said, promising to work with allies and partners on 
counterterrorism operations. These operations are critical “to 
not only their security, but our security,” he added. 

Next Pacific Commander To Push Realignment Of 
U.S. Forces In Japan 

(KYODO NEWS 10 FEB 12) 
WASHINGTON -- Adm. Samuel Locklear, who has been 

tapped to head the U.S. Pacific Command, told a Senate panel 
Thursday that he will promote the realignment of U.S. forces 
in Japan in line with the review of the plan that Tokyo and 
Washington have agreed. 

Noting that he is "aware of" a joint statement issued 
Wednesday by Japan and the United States on the review of 
their realignment plan, Locklear told the Senate Arms Services 
Committee, "I am prepared to support the leadership of the 
Department of Defense, if I am appointed or if I'm confirmed, 
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to give them my best military advice as they go forward with 
this process." 

Locklear also stressed the U.S. commitment to the 
defense of Japan under the bilateral security treaty, saying the 
security alliance with Japan is "a cornerstone" of U.S. strategy 
in the Pacific. 

"If I'm confirmed, it will remain a priority and remain the 
cornerstone," he said. 

Locklear also showed support for the plan to relocate the 
U.S. Marine Corps' Futenma Air Station from a crowded 
residential area of Ginowan to a less-densely populated coastal 
area of Nago, both in Okinawa Prefecture. 

The admiral said he will cooperate with Japan on steps to 
implement the relocation plan. 

In the joint statement, Japan and the United States agreed 
to review the military realignment plan by delinking the 
transfer of Okinawa-based U.S. Marines to Guam from the 
relocation of the Futenma base. 

But the two countries reiterated their commitment to 
implementing the base relocation within the island prefecture 
despite strong local opposition. 

Carl Levin, chairman of the committee, said he welcomes 
the bilateral statement as "it demonstrates a willingness to 
address issues about the level of our troop presence on 
Okinawa without conditioning the movement of Marines off 
of Okinawa to progress on the Futenma relocation facility." 

But Levin, a Democrat from Michigan, criticized the joint 
statement as it maintains the commitment to the current 
relocation plan for the Futenma base. 

"There appears to be no intention of reconsidering yet the 
plan to build the Futenma replacement facility at Camp 
Schwab on Okinawa, nor does it appear that the Air force 
bases in the region are being considered as part of the 
solution," he said. 

Levin, along with other senators such as Jim Webb, has 
urged Washington to study the possibility of integrating the 
Futenma facility with the existing Kadena base of the U.S. Air 
Force, calling the current relocation plan unfeasible. 

With approval by Congress, Locklear will replace Adm. 
Robert Willard as head of the U.S. Pacific Command. 

Return to Index 
 

3. Pentagon To Ease Ban On Women In Some Combat Roles 
Despite pressure, many ground jobs will remain off-limits 
(WASHINGTON POST 10 FEB 12) ... Craig Whitlock 

The Pentagon will maintain bans on women serving in 
most ground combat units, defense officials said Thursday, 
despite pressure from lawmakers and female veterans who 
called the restrictions outdated after a decade of war. 

After taking more than a year to review its policies on 
orders from Congress, the Defense Department announced 
that it would open about 14,000 combat-related positions to 
female troops, including tank mechanics and intelligence 
officers on the front lines. 

But the Pentagon said it would keep 238,000 other 
positions — about one-fifth of the regular active-duty military 
— off-limits to women, pending further reviews. Virtually all 
of those jobs are in the Army and Marine Corps. 

Pentagon officials said that they were committed to lifting 
barriers to women but that it was difficult to make sweeping 
changes on the battlefield during a time of war. 

“Sometimes this takes longer than you’d like,” said 
Virginia S. Penrod, the deputy assistant secretary of defense 
for military personnel policy. “It may appear too slow to 
some, but I see this as a great step forward.” 

In the 1970s, Penrod recalled, she was one of the first 
women allowed to serve at Minot Air Force Base in North 
Dakota. Female troops had previously been banned there 
because it was “too cold,” she said, adding that the military 
has come a long way since then. 

Advocates for women in the military, however, accused 
the Pentagon of dragging its feet and only belatedly 
recognizing the critical role that female troops have played in 
the wars in Afghanistan and Iraq. They said many of the job 
openings announced by the Pentagon merely codify the reality 
on the battlefield, where commanders have stretched rules for 
years to allow women to bear arms and support ground 
combat units. 

Since 2001, about 280,000 women have deployed to Iraq 
and Afghanistan, according to Defense Department statistics; 
144 have been killed, and 865 have been wounded. 

The biggest previous advance for women in uniform came 
in 1994, when the Clinton administration removed restrictions 
on more than a quarter-million troop slots. Since then, 
however, the Pentagon has kept in place a prohibition on 
women serving in units whose primary mission is “direct” 
ground combat, such as artillery, infantry and tank units. 

“Since then, it’s been drip, drip, drip,” said Nancy Duff 
Campbell, co-president of the National Women’s Law Center, 
expressing frustration with what she called incremental 
changes. “This is the pattern that they have been following for 
years.” 

Pressure for more changes has been building in Congress, 
particularly among female lawmakers. 

In March, a congressional commission recommended that 
the ban on women serving in ground combat units be 
overturned as part of a broader effort to increase diversity in 
the armed forces, particularly in the officer ranks. 

Congress separately ordered the Defense Department to 
review the ban and submit recommendations. That review was 
due last April, but the Pentagon took an extra 10 months to 
complete it. 

Part of the reason for the delay was that the military was 
in the midst of another big social change: the repeal of the 
“don’t ask, don’t tell” policy, which prevented gay troops 
from serving openly. The ban was lifted in September. 

Women in the Army and Marine Corps face the most job 
restrictions, with each prohibiting them from serving in about 
a third of its positions. 

In contrast, the Air Force excludes women from 1 percent 
of its positions, and the Navy places about 12 percent of its 
jobs off-limits, many of them aboard submarines. The Navy, 



 9

however, began permitting female officers to serve on 
submarines last year. 

Military officials have said that they keep many positions 
off-limits because most women don’t have the same strength 
as men. But some female veterans questioned why the 
Pentagon has been slow to adopt gender-neutral physical 
requirements for such jobs. Maybe only a few women would 
qualify, they said, but they should be allowed to try. 

“It takes training. Every athlete knows that,” said Anu 
Bhagwati, a retired Marine captain who served as a martial-
arts instructor and held a black belt in close-combat 
techniques. “We want to do everything that the guys are 
doing, within limits. Not all of us want to be in the infantry, 
but not all the guys do, either.” 

She said some of the resistance to change was cultural. 
The Marine Corps, she said, still segregates male and female 
recruits for basic training — the only service to do so. 

After they join the Marines Corps, most male recruits 
“barely see another woman other than their wives or 
girlfriends,” said Bhagwati, who left the Marine Corps in 2004 
and is now executive director of the Service Women’s Action 
Network. “They’re taught to believe that women are fat and 
lazy and will just get you in trouble.” 

The Pentagon said it found no evidence that the existing 
job exclusions limited career advancement for women, 
contrary to assertions from some advocacy groups and 
members of Congress. 

Women make up about 14 percent of the active-duty 
military but only about 7 percent of the roster of generals and 
admirals. 

The armed forces have been making gradual progress on 
that front. The Air Force this month nominated Janet C. 
Wolfenbarger, a commander at Wright-Patterson Air Force 
Base, to become its first female four-star general. 

Last year, the Marine Corps assigned Brig. Gen. Loretta 
E. Reynolds to become the first female commanding officer of 
its iconic recruiting depot on Parris Island, S.C. She had 
previously served as a commander in Afghanistan and Iraq. 

Some military leaders have said it is only a matter of time 
before the remaining barriers for women are repealed. 

Last month, Gen. Peter Chiarelli, the vice chief of the 
Army, told The Washington Post on the eve of his retirement 
that banning women from combat jobs was an anachronism. 

“There is this mistaken belief that somehow through 
prohibiting women in combat jobs we can protect them,” he 
said. “I would rather have standards that we apply across the 
board.” 
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4. Helos Soar Over Big Navy Wargame 
(WIRED 09 FEB 12) ... Spencer Ackerman 

ABOARD THE USS WASP — Over 14,000 Sailors and 
Marines from 31 ships and 11 nations took part in the biggest 
amphibious exercise in a decade. Danger Room was there, 
cameras rolling. 

One of the staging points for the exercise, known as Bold 
Alligator, was the USS Wasp, a big-deck amphibious assault 
ship weighing in at 40,000 tons. On Saturday, it was floating 
about 60 miles off the coast of North Carolina — which meant 
the only way on was by helicopter, taking off from Marine 
Corps Air Station Cherry Point. 

Luckily, we arrived on the Wasp just in time for the 
Navy’s senior officer, Adm. Jonathan Greenert, to address the 
Sailors and Marines of the ship about the importance of the 
Navy and Marine Corps once again training how to storm a 
beach together — essentially, washing the barnacles off 10 
years of Marine land warfare in Afghanistan and Iraq. 
Greenert, as he explained, has been preparing for this day 
since 2006. 

The exercise is premised on coming to the aid of a 
friendly nation, called Amberland, which finds itself overrun 
with insurgents — luckily, near its coasts, where the 
Navy/Marine Corps team can rush in. But don’t think that 
Bold Alligator is just about ships. 

Aircraft are key to amphibious assaults — to transport 
Marines ashore, to scout recon on enemy positions, to keep the 
ships well supplied, and so on. The Wasp’s aircraft handling 
officer, Lt. Andrea “Smash” Alvord, walked us through all the 
complexities of running air operations on an assault ship, as 
CH-53 and SH-60 helicopters and MV-22 Ospreys whirred 
right outside. 

Ultimately, it wasn’t possible to board the USS Iwo Jima 
and go ashore with Bravo Company of the 24th Marine 
Expeditionary Unit as it tested out an experimental data 

network. But we were aboard the Wasp as all 31 ships lined up 
to sail through a very, very narrow ocean corridor — just 
1,000 yards wide — to simulate passage through maritime 
chokepoints like the Strait of Hormuz off the Iranian coast. 
“Red Teams” of contractors playing the role of the enemy, 
placing mock mines in the corridor and passing through the 
fleet in speedboats to test the ships’ ability to determine which 
boats contained friendly fishermen and which hosted guerrillas 
with rocket-propelled grenades. 

It was difficult to determine independently how the game 
went. Reporters aboard the ships were spoon fed reports from 
officers about how the fleet performed — and we were 
assured everything went well. But success might have been 
designed in. The landing party did not face a hostile threat on 
the beach, as it probably would in realistic scenarios for an 
amphibious landing, and the live-fire part of the exercise 
won’t occur until Bold Alligator’s finale on Saturday. 

Still, both the Navy and Marines will spend much of 2012 
poring over its lessons as they refine how they fight as a team 
— far, far out at sea. 

View Clip 1 (RT: 2:09) 
View Clip 2 (RT: 2:53) 
Amphibious Network Lets Marines Share Data From 

250 Miles Away 
Marines’ Ocean-Spanning Data Network Gets Its First 

Big Test 
The huge wargame happening off the Atlantic coast this 

week isn’t just a test of the Navy and Marines’ ability to storm 
a beach from the sea. It’s the first big test for the Marines’ 
communications system of the future, one that enables 
commanders to send text, data, video and voice messages to 
jarheads ashore from way, way out in the open water. If it 
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doesn’t work, the Navy and Marines might have to rewrite 
their plans to move their bases out to the sea. 

The Harris radios Marines carry in Afghanistan, hooked 
up to the military’s Joint Tactical Radio System, have a range 
of under 100 miles. Not bad for when you’re patrolling Anbar 
or Helmand provinces. But the Marines see their future out at 
sea, fighting alongside their cousins in the Navy, as this 
week’s “Bold Alligator” exercise demonstrates. And that 
requires keeping in touch from a much further distance. 

Enter the Distributed Tactical Communications System, a 
brainchild of the futurists and contrarians at the Marine Corps 
Warfighting Laboratory. The DTCS, as it’s known, would 
more than double the reach of the Marines’ connectivity, 
allowing them to communicate from 250 nautical miles, via 
satellite. And that’s for starters: The Lab says the system has a 
30 percent success rate in tests of 700 miles. 

The Lab has been working on the experimental 
communications system for years, and the Marines are a long 
way from deciding they want to move forward with it. But on 
Tuesday, it saw its first practical test. Bravo Company of the 
24th Marine Expeditionary Unit took souped-up radios linked 
in to DTCS aboard their MV-22 Ospreys as they seized 
territory on the Virginia coast for Bold Alligator — all the 
while keeping in touch with their higher headquarters aboard 
the USS Iwo Jima, 165 miles out to sea. 

It’s too early to say how the system performed. Bold 
Alligator will last until Friday, and it’ll take much longer for 
the Navy and Marines to assess what elements in the exercise 
worked and what didn’t. 

But the Marines have a lot riding on the system. “The 
seabasing concept can be validated as a method of deploying 
Marines 165 miles range from a seabase,” says Fred Lash, a 
spokesman for the Warfighting Lab. 

To translate the jargon: The Marines and the Navy both 
want to rely more on “seabases” — that is, ships serving as 
mobile, floating platforms for launching troops into crisis 
zones. It’s not a new concept, but it got a new push from the 
Pentagon this year, as seabasing provides an alternative to 
staging Marines in countries where their presence is 
provocative to the locals. The Pentagon’s new budget calls for 
funding a “new afloat forward staging base,” the soon-to-be-
retrofitted USS Ponce. 

But if the Marines lose radio contact with that base after 
they head into action, it calls the whole seabasing plan into 
question. Same for if the seabase can’t effectively 
communicate with other ships. (The logistics of resupplying 
the seabases, for instance, are both tough and crucial for the 
plan to succeed.) 

And with hostile or potentially hostile powers expanding 
their missile arsenals, the Navy and Marines are looking to 
stage so-called amphibious operations, like the one Bold 
Alligator tests, from further and further out at sea — thereby 
taxing the range of their communications networks. 

If DTCS works, it won’t just be a tool for Marines to talk 
to their floating bases. It’ll be a tool for multiple bases and 
ships to talk with one another — and to the deployed Marines. 
Lash says that connectivity will be enhanced, if necessary, by 
putting the equivalent of “remote communications enablers” 
aboard tiny Scan Eagle drones out at sea, creating the 
equivalent of flying cell towers. Once on the beach, Marines 
can do the same with an enabler mounted on an Internally 
Transportable Vehicle, a rolling platform that Marine units can 
pack up onto their CH-53 helicopters or Ospreys. 

For now, the system is configured best for voice and text 
communications. Marines down to the fire squad level will 
carry Trellis Ware radios weighing 1.5 pounds hooked up to 
DTCS, with what Lash calls a “Blackberry-like” touchscreen 
gizmo they can attach to the radio, called a Platoon-Squad 
Digital Device, for receiving data. The Warfighting Lab 
eventually wants the devices to receive video files from drones 
or manned spy planes overhead; right now, it’s unclear if the 
network will provide the data speeds necessary to transmit 
video files. 

It’ll be a while before the Marines sift through Bold 
Alligator’s lessons. And it’ll be much longer before the 
Marines formally decide to move forward with DTCS. But 
even if the system works as planned, it won’t be useful unless 
Marines feel comfortable with it. One junior officer on the 
USS Wasp remarked that he’d want to also have his regular 
old Harris tactical radio on hand, since it’s a system his 
Marines already know how to use. 

The officer added that the biggest potential strength of the 
new communications system was its ability to link his platoon 
and fire-squad leaders up with the commanding general. 
Which, he quickly noted, was also its biggest weakness. 
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5. 'Shipmates To Workmates' Seminar Held At NAS North Island 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 09 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Josh Cassatt, Navy Public Affairs Support Element 
West 

SAN DIEGO -- The Navy continued its commitment to 
the Sailors affected by Enlisted Retention Boards (ERB) by 
holding a transition assistance seminar aboard Naval Air 
Station North Island (NASNI) Feb. 9. 

The "Shipmates to Workmates" San Diego career forum 
brought together human resource personnel from partnering 
commands to provide information about career opportunities 
and assistance for Sailors beginning to build their resumes, fill 
out applications and search for civilian employment. 

"We recognize Sailors affected by the ERB are in 
overmanned ratings. But they have great records, knowledge, 
skills, training, and experience," said Rear Adm. Clarke 
Orzalli, Naval Sea Systems Command (NAVSEA) vice 

commander. "We are trying to link up those Sailors with those 
skill sets to jobs they can immediately transition to and make 
an impact." 

During the seminar, guest speakers and information 
booths raised Sailors' awareness of the pre-separation 
counseling services and benefits available to them. 

"These events are important because it opens Sailors' eyes 
about employment and all the resources they can use," said 
Ernesto Mariano, a Fleet and Family Support Center work and 
family life consultant. "This type of event gives Sailors a base 
and gives them information on doing job searches, resumes, 
and how to network. Those are the things they need right 
now." 
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Specifically tailored for ERB-affected Sailors, the 
Shipmates to Workmates civil hiring initiative is having an 
overall positive impact for those Sailors preparing for life in 
the civilian world. 

"These are great resources available to us here," said 
Sonar Technician 2nd Class Kevin Gilles, a transitioning 
Sailor assigned to USS Bunker Hill (CG 52). "There is a lot of 
information being passed out and a lot of how-to's, and I think 
that is the most important thing." 

"We are here to support them, give them guidance, and 
mentor them through this whole process," said Yeoman 1st 
Class Thai Lima, a NAVSEA Shipmates to Workmates 
representative. "The ERB process is very difficult, so our job 
is to keep them focused and on track." 

For more information on the Shipmates to Workmates 
program as well as a full schedule of upcoming career forums, 
please visit the Shipmates to Workmates website at 
http://jobs.navair.navy.mil/sm2wm/. 
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CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
6. NWDC Keeps Bold Alligator Under Control 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 09 FEB 12) ... Chief Mass Communication Specialist Johnny Michael, U.S. Fleet Forces Command Public 
Affairs 

VIRGINIA BEACH, Va. -- The commander of Navy 
Warfare Development Command (NWDC) provided the 
media an opportunity to observe how Bold Alligator 2012, the 
largest amphibious exercise in 10 years, was controlled and 
synthesized Feb. 8. 

BA12 incorporates a wide-variety of amphibious 
operations that revitalize Navy and Marine Corps core 
proficiencies. In addition to the 20,000 personnel and 25 ships 
participating, synthetic "players" - both friendly and enemy - 
and other simulated scenarios are being injected to add further 
layers of training to the exercise. 

Rear Adm. Terry B. Kraft, commander, NWDC, 
welcomed the media to the operations center for BA12. The 
nerve center of BA12 is the large, circular control room of 
NWDC's Navy Center for Advanced Modeling and Simulation 
(NCAMS), which receives data on every event and provides 
command and control to the opposing forces. As unexpected 
events or problems are thrown at the friendly forces involved 
in the exercise, the analysts and controllers sitting in NCAMS 
have to quickly assess the actions of the commanders in the 
field and determine whether the problem was solved correctly, 
or if more actions are warranted. 

Cmdr. Keith Holihan, Blue Exercise deputy director, said 
this feedback loop is key to the success of the exercise since 
events proposed during the year-and-a-half of planning that 
preceded the start of BA12 almost certainly never go exactly 
the way they were anticipated. 

"No exercise plan survives first contact with those you are 
training," said Holihan. "The combatant commanders have 
changed some things that we have had to assess, analyze and 
respond to as a living, thinking opponent force, while we also 
recognize that we also have certain certification and training 
requirements that also have to be accomplished. So there's a 
little edge there where we have to respond to each other. It's 
very dynamic in that regard." 

Ensuring that the exercise is not static is a result of good 
planning up front and maintaining flexibility throughout the 
exercise, said Michael White, director of plans and policy for 
Commander, Strike Force Training Atlantic. 

"Once you go into full hostilities the problem is relatively 
simple, it's just a matter of putting your forces in the right 
place to take care of your opponents," White said. "The real 
test is when you're building up to full hostilities. The 
commanders have to make decisions, can I shoot, or can I not. 
Am I being threatened or is this just a feint that's just trying to 

get a reaction. Even now when we're in the situation where we 
have full hostilities, it's not just the opponent's forces that are 
in the vicinity, there are other countries' forces that are in and 
around it." 

Many of the more complex and demanding events in 
BA12 have been completed, and now the focus is on 
maintaining pressure on the commanders in the field as they 
try to complete their objectives. 

"Well we've gotten through a lot of the key pieces," said 
White. "We've gotten the Marines ashore, we're now 
conducting the land campaign synthetically. So while the 
actual troops installed are conducting unit-level training on the 
ranges, we're fighting a war campaign synthetically on the 
computers that the commanders onboard the ship have to 
maintain and work through. 

"They're sitting afloat, off the shore, but they're seeing the 
campaign unfold they're dealing with all the command and 
control issues of having people ashore. We have people called 
response cells that are simulating that they are responding as 
those units go ashore, synthetic aircraft as well as synthetic 
troops, as well as those live forces that are going through their 
training ashore. We're still sending some harassment packages 
to the amphib task forces to make sure that they are still 
working on their force protection procedures." 

Analysis and lessons learned, and subsequently any 
changes to amphibious doctrine, are also key responsibilities 
of NWDC. In addition to hosting the command and control 
center, NWDC is also provided an electronic doctrine library 
that everyone inside the control center can access at their 
computer station, and will, through its lessons learned 
activities, revise appropriate doctrine based on data collection 
and analysis of the exercise. 

"There are going to be reams and reams of data that come 
out of this exercise on how to better do amphibious 
operations," said Kraft. "Our job here at Navy Warfare 
Development Command is to bring that information together 
and decide what's important and what's not so important, and 
help the fleet turn that into doctrine to change how we operate. 
There will be significant changes on how we do amphibious 
operations based on what we learned here." 

In addition, two training requirements are wrapped up 
into the overarching BA12 exercise including the composite 
unit training exercise (COMPTUEX) for the Enterprise Carrier 
Strike Group and the certification exercise for the 24th Marine 
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Expeditionary Unit. These are both certifications required for 
deployment. 

"It's a challenge from the exercise planning perspective," 
said Kraft. "You have unit level exercise requirements that 
you have to complete during the COMPTUEX and the Joint 
Task Force Exercise. And then you have to interlace that with 
Bold Alligator. When you come out of it, the Enterprise strike 
group needs to be ready to deploy, and the Marine Corps 
forces have to be certified and you also want to exercise as 
much as you can for Bold Alligator." 

BA12 is a live, scenario-driven simulation held off the 
coasts of Virginia, North Carolina, and Florida from Jan. 30 to 
Feb. 12. Its purpose is to revitalize Navy and Marine Corps 
amphibious expeditionary capabilities and to test and 
strengthen the fundamental roles of amphibious operations by 
focusing on force readiness and proficiency. Eight countries 
joined U.S. forces in the exercise, allowing American service 
members and coalition partners the opportunity to exercise 
amphibious operations in a real-world environment. 
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7. French LCAT Visits Wasp 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 09 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Aaron Chase, Navy Public Affairs Support 
Element - East 

USS WASP, At Sea -- Amphibious assault ship USS 
Wasp (LHD 1) welcomed France's newest amphibious craft 
Feb. 7 as part of the joint operations that make an essential 
piece of Exercise Bold Alligator 2012. 

A landing catamaran, or LCAT, entered the well deck of 
Wasp as a test of the interoperability between the French craft 
and U.S. amphibious vessels. France is one of 11 nations 
taking part in Bold Alligator. 

The landing craft, which originated from the French 
amphibious assault ship, Mistral (L9013), entered Wasp's well 
deck slowly before backing and returning to rest, making sure 
future visits could be safe and smooth. 

"After loading with the Wasp and previously with USS 
San Antonio (LPD 17), we know we can load our LCATs with 
the amphibious well decks of American ships," said Lt. Cmdr. 
Arnaud Tranchant, the French liaison officer to Wasp. 

The LCAT, called Engin de débarquement amphibie 
rapide (EDA-R), is a double-hulled landing craft. Lt. Cmdr. 
George H. Pastoor, lead planner for Bold Alligator said EDA-
R can go 25 knots, allowing it to transport troops and 
equipment to shore faster than most landing craft. 

On D-Day, the first day of shorefront operations for Bold 
Alligator, EDA-R played a crucial mission for the French 
forces, along with the Bold Alligator team at-large. 

"We were the first to go into the enemy area," said 
Tranchant. The LCAT was responsible for putting French 

troops and supplies in "Garnet" (a hostile nation in Bold 
Alligator's scenario), and helped make it possible for U.S. 
Sailors and Marines to go ashore and complete their 
objectives. 

For exercise participants, loading EDA-R into Wasp's 
well deck is an opportunity to ensure joint operations are just 
as effective in training as in real-combat scenarios. 

"During a joint operation, you want to make sure that a 
force of combined nations has compatible equipment," said 
Pastoor. "You want to make sure your radios can talk to each 
other, that your aircraft can land on each other's flight decks. 
That's what this is about." 

Pastoor said that EDA-R's visit was just one of the 
operations taken to ensure interoperability. Before D-Day, all 
involved forces practiced combat enhancement and force 
integration training, or CET/FIT. This included extensive and 
ongoing joint training, such as landing French and U.S. 
helicopters on each other's platforms. 

"We want to make sure every force, every man is ready to 
land," said Pastoor. 

After EDA-R docked in Wasp, U.S. service members 
took a quick tour of the craft before its departure. 

"We cannot do these missions alone - Afghanistan, Iraq, 
Libya," said Pastoor. "Now and in the future, when we work 
together and work together successfully, we accomplish 
more." 
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8. Chafee And Tortuga Support 31st MEU At Cobra Gold 2012 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 10 FEB 12) ... U.S. 7th Fleet Public Affairs 

SATTAHIP, Thailand -- The guided-missile destroyer 
USS Chafee (DDG 90) and amphibious dock landing ship 
USS Tortuga (LSD 46) are in Sattahip, Thailand, supporting 
the 31st Marine Expeditionary Unit for Exercise Cobra Gold 
2012 (CG12) Feb. 7-17. 

CG12 is a Thai-U.S. co-sponsored multinational, 
multiservice exercise that will improve the capability to plan 
and conduct combined-joint operations, build relationships 
between partner nations and improve interoperability across 
the range of military operations. 

Operations for the exercise will take place at various 
locations throughout Thailand. The exercise will include 
multiple training evolutions, a non-combatant evacuation 
operation exercise, a visit, board, search and seizure exercise 
and a mock amphibious raid. 

"Exercises like Cobra Gold are essential to building and 
maintaining relationships with our partners in the Asia-Pacific 
Region," said Rear Adm. Scott Jones, commander, 
Amphibious Force 7th Fleet. "The Cobra Gold multination 
naval staff training supports our combined ability to respond 
to crisis across a range of operations." 

The 10-day exercise takes place ashore and in the Gulf of 
Thailand with more than 6,500 United States service members 
and approximately 3,500 personnel from Thailand, Republic 
of Korea, Japan, Singapore, Indonesia, Malaysia, and 
observers from 20 other countries. Along with Chafee and 
Tortuga, the amphibious dock landing ship USS Germantown 
(LSD 42) will join the exercise in the coming days. 

"Multinational exercises like Cobra Gold are crucial," 
said USS Tortuga Commanding Officer Cmdr. Adrian 
Ragland. "Exercises like this allow us the ability to train 
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alongside our Thai counterparts to improve interoperability 
and further develop our cooperative relations. Not only does it 
allow us the ability to test our military-to-military 
interoperability, it also affords us the opportunity to hone our 
abilities to respond to humanitarian crises and disasters in the 
area, which as we've seen in recent history, is all too 
important." 

CG12 promotes a training environment of mutual 
understanding amongst international countries in the Asia-
Pacific region while improving coordination and existing 
friendships. While international interoperability is at the heart 
of the exercise, it also allows for U.S. Navy units to hone their 
interoperability with one another. 

"Our Sailors are performing magnificently," said Chafee's 
Commanding Officer Cmdr. Justin Kubu. "Working with our 
counterparts in the amphibious community in support of this 
multi-national exercise has been a great experience and has 
helped to enhance our operational proficiency." 

CG12 is one of several exercises designed to promote 
peace and security in the region. This year's exercise marks the 
31st anniversary of Exercise Cobra Gold. 

Besides the fully participating nations, several other 
countries have been invited to participate on the multinational 
planning augmentation team including Australia, France, 
Canada, the United Kingdom, Bangladesh, Italy, India, Nepal, 
Republic of the Philippines and Vietnam. 
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9. 241 Port Visits By U.S. Navy Ships To Sasebo Harbor In 2011 Set The Highest Ever 
(ASAHI SHIMBUN 09 FEB 12) 

Rim Peace, U.S. Forces watchdog group, made it public 
that the number of port visits by U.S. Navy ships to Sasebo 
Harbor in 2011 amounts to 241 and was the highest ever since 
Rim Peace began collecting data in 1993. The reason is that 
Sasebo played the role of a logistics base for the U.S. Forces 
disaster relieve activities for the Great East Japan Earthquake 
and that U.S. Navy ships temporarily visited Sasebo to avoid 
the influence from the nuclear power plant accident. 

Yokosuka’s alternative port stood out due to the 
earthquake and tsunami 

Rim Peace conducted its unique monitoring activities to 
collect data on U.S. Navy ships’ movements. Since the 9.11 
terrorist attacks, the number of port visits began increasing, 
repeated an increase and a decrease at one point, marked the 
highest, 237, in 2010 and set the new record in 2011. 

Logistics Base For Disaster Relief Activities 
By type of ships, the number of port visits by “tactical 

ships” such as nuclear-powered aircraft carriers and 
submarines, which participate in front-line missions, was 68, 
and the number by “supply and auxiliary ships” such as 
transport and survey ships, which provide logistic support, 
was 173. Both numbers increased by two compared to the 
previous year. 

What was most notable was the data in March when the 
earthquake and tsunami occurred and in April. The number of 
port visits by “tactical ships” in the two months was 24, which 
was 3.4 times as many as the previous year. The number by 
“supply and auxiliary ships” was 31, an increase by five from 
the previous year. 

The U.S. Navy launched “Operation Tomodachi,” the 
U.S. Forces disaster relief activities following the earthquake 
and tsunami. During the operation, 40,000-ton class 
cargo/ammunition supply ships visited the harbor nine times 
and fuel supply ships 13 times in order to load relief supplies 
and fuel. 

The purpose of port visits by “tactical ships” appeared to 
be for avoiding the influence from the Tokyo Electric Power 
Company Fukushima Daiichi nuclear power plant accident. 
The nuclear-powered aircraft carrier USS George Washington 
escaped from its forward deployed port of the U.S. Navy 
Yokosuka Base (Kanagawa Prefecture), conducted regular 
maintenance at sea and pulled into the harbor twice to obtain 
parts for the maintenance. Four destroyers from Yokosuka 
also entered the harbor, and USS Lassen went through ship 
repair during its 64-day port visit at Sasebo. 

The U.S. Government advised all U.S. citizens who live 
within the 80-kilometers range from the nuclear power plant to 
evacuate for a period of time after the earthquake, and many 
family members of U.S. Forces military personnel and civilian 
employees escaped from the capital region. 

It was said that the U.S. Naval Forces Japan was once 
considering a relocation of the headquarters function from 
Yokosuka to Sasebo. Mr. Masato Shinozaki, representative of 
Rim Peace who was in charge of the data collection, said, 
“Sasebo is an alternative base when Yokosuka cannot be used. 
The earthquake and the nuclear power plant accident revealed 
the importance of Sasebo in the U.S. Forces.” 
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10. U.S. Military Assists In Latin America Anti-Drug Operation 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 09 FEB 12) 

MIAMI — The U.S. military announced Thursday it is 
joining a large international operation against drug smuggling 
and organized crime off the coast of Central America. 

Military units from Europe and Latin America are also 
participating. 

An interagency group of the U.S. military's Southern 
Command is working with the multinational force's efforts to 
detect and stop smuggling of illegal drugs, weapons and large 
amounts of laundered money. 

"More than 80 percent of the cocaine destined for U.S. 
markets is transported via sea lanes, primarily using littoral 

routes through Central America," said Southern Command 
chief General Douglas Fraser. "We intend to disrupt their 
operations by limiting their ability to use Central America as a 
transit zone." 

The U.S. force is composed of 10 ships from the Navy 
and Coast Guard. 

The Navy is in charge of detection and providing 
information about criminal activity. The Coast Guard is in 
charge of stopping the smugglers. 

Southern Command officials told AFP that 13 countries 
are participating: Britain, Canada, Belize, Colombia, El 
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Salvador, France, Guatemala, Honduras, the Netherlands, 
Nicaragua, Panama, Spain and the United States. 

"We know that criminal organizations are very active in 
coastal waters of Central America," said Jose Ruiz, spokesman 
for the Southern Command in Miami. 

They regularly move between international waters and 
specific countries, "so it is especially important that all 
countries in the region cooperate in the control," Ruiz said. 

No completion date has been set for the action, called 
Operation Hammer, which began the last week of January. "It 

will be determined as we advance toward the goals," Ruiz 
said. 

In 2011, the Southern Command assisted other agencies 
in seizing 119 metric tons of cocaine, worth an estimated 
$2.35 billion, in Central America. 

Also seized were $21 million in cash and $16 million in 
black market items that were destined for money laundering 
by criminal groups, according to the Southern Command. 
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11. In Cyber Era, Militaries Scramble For New Skills 
(REUTERS 09 FEB 12) ... Peter Apps 

LONDON - With growing worries about the threat of 
"cyber warfare,” militaries around the world are racing to 
recruit the computer specialists they believe may be central to 
the conflicts of the 21st century. 

But whilst money is plentiful for new forces of "cyber 
warriors,” attracting often individualistic technical specialists 
and hackers into military hierarchies is another matter. 

Finding the people to command them is also tough. After 
a decade of messy and relatively low-tech ground wars in Iraq 
and Afghanistan, some senior western officers are if anything 
less confident with technology such as smartphones and tablet 
computers than their civilian contemporaries. 

But with the Pentagon saying its computers are being 
attacked millions of times every day, time is short. 

"We are busy and we are getting busier every day," Lt 
Gen Rhett Hernandez, a former artillery officer who now 
heads U.S. Cyber Command, told a cyber security conference 
in London last month organised by British firm Defence IQ. 

"Cyberspace requires a world-class cyber warrior ... we 
must develop, recruit and retain in a different way to today." 

Even in an era of shrinking western military budgets, 
funding for cyber security is ratcheting up fast. The Pentagon's 
2012 budget allocated $2.5 million to improve cyber 
capabilities. 

In December, the U.S. Army announced its first "cyber 
brigade" was operational, whilst the U.S. Navy and Air Force 
have their own cyber "fleets" and "wings.” 

Not only are they tasked with protecting key U.S. military 
systems and networks, but they are also working to build 
offensive skills that U.S. commanders hope will give them an 
edge in any future conflict. 

These, insiders say, include developing the ability to hack 
and destroy industrial and military systems such as traffic and 
electricity controls. 

"For better or worse, it is American military thought that 
is leading American societal thought (in) how to think about 
things cyber," former CIA director and Air Force Gen Michael 
Hayden told a security conference in Munich this month. 

European, Latin American, Asian and Middle Eastern and 
other nations are seen following suit. Militaries had barely 
considered the Internet only a few years ago are building new 
centres and training hundreds or even thousands of uniformed 
personnel. 

Russia and China are believed to put even greater 
emphasis on a field in which they hope to counter the 
conventional military dominance of the U.S. 

But some worry much investment may be wasted. 

"My theory is that huge defence agencies - having little 
clue of what cyber warfare is all about - follow traditional 
approaches and try to train as many hacking skills as 
possible," says Ralph Langner, the civilian German cyber 
security expert who first identified the Stuxnet computer 
worm in 2010. 

"(The) idea could be to demonstrate hypothetical cyber 
power by sheer numbers, i.e. headcount." 

Spy Agencies Better? 
Many experts say the key to successful operations in 

cyberspace - such as the Stuxnet attack believed to have 
targeted Iran's nuclear program by reprogramming centrifuges 
to destroy themselves - is quality rather than quantity of 
technical specialists. 

"Only a very small number of people are the top notch 
that you would want to employ for a high-profile operation 
like Stuxnet," says Langner, saying that there might be as few 
as 10 world-class cyber specialists. "These people will 
probably not be covered with a military environment." 

Commanders say they are trying to change that, relaxing 
rules on issues such as hair length or fitness. But there are 
limits on how far such loosening can go. 

While the U.S. Air Force and Navy have significantly 
eased entry requirements for cyber specialists and removed 
some of the more arduous elements from basic training, the 
U.S. Army still requires its "cyber warriors" to endure regular 
basic training. 

Speaking on condition of anonymity, one senior European 
officer with responsibility for cyber complained of struggling 
to find suitable recruits in part because of competition from 
the private sector. 

Agencies such as the U.S. National Security Agency and 
Britain's GCHQ say they lose some of their best talent to 
Microsoft and Google. But such agencies also pride 
themselves on their ability to find and retain the kind of 
eccentric expertise that would struggle to find their place in 
armies, navies, air forces or regular government departments. 

"Higher end capability isn't principally about spending 
large amounts of money and having large numbers of people," 
says John Bassett, a former senior GCHQ official and now 
senior fellow at London's Royal United Services Institute. 

"It's about having a small but sustainable number of very 
good people with imagination and will as well a technical 
know-how and we may be more likely to find them in an 
organisation like GCHQ than in the military." 

Just Another Form Of Warfare? 
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Many experts say offensive cyber warfare capability - 
particularly anything potentially lethal such as the ability to 
paralyse essential networks - should be kept in the hands of 
the directly accountable military, not shadowy spy agencies. 

But most suspect the NSA, GCHQ and similar 
organisations will retain a considerable lead in technology and 
sophistication over their military counterparts. 

The U.S. NSA and military Cyber Command are both 
located at Fort Meade outside Washington DC, and 
intelligence experts say working closely together is already the 
norm - with the former providing much support and expertise 
to the latter. 

Some other countries now appear keen to avoid ploughing 
too much money into uniformed military cyber specialists at 
all. Britain's Royal Corps of Signals and Royal Air Force in 
particular have been keen to get their hands on a share of the 
U.K.'s newly expanded 650 million-pound cyber budget, but 
much of it is seen going straight to GCHQ. 

What militaries in general and top commanders in 
particular need to focus on most, specialists argue, is learning 
to integrate the new tools and threats into their broader 
conflict-related understanding and training. 

At the U.S. Naval War College in Rhode Island, mid-
career military officers conducting "wargaming" exercises are 

now regularly confronted with the new cyber dimension. 
Systems malfunction, supply chains are attacked, and 
information corrupted or deleted. 

Israel's raid on a suspected Syrian nuclear weapons site in 
2007, when a cyber attack was believed used to disable Syria's 
air defence radar, is seen a guide of how cyber can work 
alongside more conventional military operations. 

"It's a new form of warfare and it has to be appreciated, 
just as in the past you had new developments - siege warfare, 
trench warfare and air warfare" says Dick Crowell, associate 
professor of military operations at the college. 

Understanding of cyber warfare in military circles is 
roughly analogous to the understanding of air power in the 
1930s, he said, clearly important in any future conflict, but 
with the shape of its role still largely unclear. 

In new conflicts, those in charge may need to learn on 
their feet. 

"What's really important is that you have senior 
commanders - three and four-star (general) level - who have a 
good enough understanding of it is to be able to integrate 
cyber into wider military campaigns," says former GCHQ 
official Bassett. 

"Cyber fits into the wider picture of warfare now, and 
they have to understand that." 
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12. Aid Missions Get Cutting-Edge Assistance From ONR 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 09 FEB 12) ... Katherine H. Crawford, Office of Naval Research 

ARLINGTON, Va. -- A Web-based tool suite that helps 
first responders rapidly coordinate resources during disasters, 
co-sponsored by the Office of Naval Research (ONR), is being 
introduced at a University of Connecticut panel Feb. 8-11 as 
part of a monthlong rollout. 

The U.S. Navy and Marine Corps are first responders to 
international crises, which often include humanitarian 
assistance and disaster relief (HA/DR), such as Japan's March 
2011 Fukushima Daiichi nuclear disaster and Haiti's January 
2010 earthquake. 

The Resiliency Assessment and Coordination System 
(TRACS) tool takes data from the United Nations' ReliefWeb 
and Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs and 
displays it on a map-based diagram showing the locations of 
various resources, such as food, shelter, sanitation and health 
supplies. It also provides a checklist to help first responders 
with initial planning, as well as a medical "common operating 
picture" for all critical players in HA/DR operations - a big-
picture view of relevant assets. 

"The idea is to provide rapid information on a nation's 
resiliency to a particular disaster," said Dr. Rebecca Goolsby, 
a program officer in ONR's Warfighter Performance and 
Protection department. "By having information about the 
whole system-health, food, economics, transportation, etc., the 
first responders will know how to prepare and what to bring." 

TRACS is being developed through a partnership between 
ONR and the Center of Excellence in Disaster Management & 
Humanitarian Assistance (COE-DMHA) to satisfy U.S. 
combatant command and military component requirements for 
HA/DR, including rapid HA/DR diagnosis, planning, 
coordination and operational assessment. ONR and COE-
DMHA hope to transition the TRACS technology into wider 
use at the United States Pacific Command. 

COE-DMHA is led by its director, retired Marine Corps 
Lt. Gen. John Goodman, and retired Navy Rear Adm. Thomas 
Cullison, formerly Navy deputy surgeon general and vice 
chief, Bureau of Medicine and Surgery. The center aids 
military and non-military international disaster management 
and humanitarian assistance, and it partners with various 
national and international governmental and non-
governmental organizations to provide education, training, 
coordination and research. 

TRACS is able to digest a vast amount of information-
social media, images, analytics, etc.-being broadcast from the 
crisis and display it in various formats to provide users with a 
dashboard-like "at a glance" view of all the functional status of 
numerous assets, such as public health and water systems. A 
chart displays the items in green (good), yellow (fair) and red 
(needs help). 

Future iterations will show what needs to be fixed and in 
what order to turn a "red" item to "green." Also planned is 
inclusion of a suite of social media analysis tools in 
development by ONR, which will reduce the initial footprint 
of first responders by allowing them to arrive with only the 
items that are actually needed for a particular event and 
location. 

One ONR objective is for TRACS to become a key 
HA/DR widget, or application, that is accessible on Navy 
command and control networks. It will run on ONR's 
Command and Control Rapid Prototyping Capability 
(C2RPC), which pulls together large amounts of data from 
disparate sources, sifts it for relevancy and validates it, helping 
decision makers get information quickly and coordinate with 
partners. 

"A lot of times when we use naval forces to perform 
humanitarian assistance to areas that have just experienced 
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some type of disaster, we spend a lot of time and resources 
just communicating what is needed and when it's needed," said 
Gary Toth, who spearheaded C2RPC as ONR's program 
manager for Command and Control. "C2RPC offers visibility 
into where we have available resources-whether it's blood 
supplies, fresh water, diapers or food-and it minimizes the 
amount of time spent in information gathering and 
coordination. As a result, you spend that time actually making 
decisions and executing a variety of mission outcomes." 

C2RPC operates on a cloud computing framework, named 
"OZONE," so various applications can interact. OZONE is a 
standards-based widget technology that enables information 
sharing from unclassified to classified platforms-essentially, 
feeding information from the ground up. C2RPC can flow 
information from new knowledge sources, models and 
visualization technologies and to improve information sharing 

with potential partners, such as the United States Agency for 
International Development, host nations, non-governmental 
organizations, allied nations and local authorities. The idea is 
to create standards-based widgets with rules to foster global 
coordination and collaboration while retaining information 
that is sensitive or classified. 

ONR provides the science and technology necessary to 
maintain the Navy and Marine Corps' technological 
advantage. Through its affiliates, ONR is a leader in science 
and technology with engagement in 50 states, 30 countries, 
1,035 institutions of higher learning and more than 900 
industry partners. ONR employs approximately 1,065 people, 
comprising uniformed, civilian and contract personnel, with 
additional employees at the Naval Research Lab in 
Washington, D.C. 

Return to Index 
 

13. Navy Determines Mystery Mine Is Harmless 
Technicians tow it to Coast Guard station 
(SOUTH FLORIDA SUN-SENTINEL 09 FEB 12) ... Wayne K. Roustan 

The mysterious mine that floated from Dania Beach to 
Hollywood, closing beaches and launching evacuations on 
Thursday, was a dud, according to Navy experts. 

It was towed to the U.S. Coast Guard Station, Fort 
Lauderdale, according to Hollywood Police. 

A passing boater first spotted the cylindrical object about 
a mile off Dania Beach around 2 p.m. prompting the U.S. 
Coast Guard to close the beach and surrounding waters. 

By nightfall, the mine had floated south into Hollywood's 
waters about 1,200 yards offshore. U.S. Navy Explosive 
Ordnance Disposal technicians were on scene to determine if 
the apparatus was live. It turned out to be a "training aid," 
Hollywood Police Lt. Diana Pereira said. 

Hollywood police were preparing to evacuate residents 
near Scott Street in case of an emergency, but it was 
unnecessary. Earlier in the day, residents and visitors were 
ordered to stay off the beach and the Dania Beach Pier. Some 
expressed surprise but all were cooperative. 

Coast Guard crews from Station Fort Lauderdale and the 
Coast Guard Cutter Dolphin initially were enforcing a safety 
zone about one mile off Dania Beach. 

Within hours of the discovery, crew members from the 
Navy's Mobile Unit Six Detachment arrived in South Florida 
from Mayport Station, near Jacksonville. The team was tasked 
with positively identifying, retrieving and safely disposing of 
the mine. All vessels were required to maintain a minimum 
1,000-yard distance from the site while Navy personnel 
conducted operations, the Coast Guard said. 

This was not the first time unidentified floating objects 
appeared offshore. Drug-smuggling submersibles that are self-
propelled or towed have been spotted and intercepted by the 
Coast Guard. A dummy submarine mine washed ashore in 
Manalapan in 1992. 

Broadcast Clip - Mysterious Beach Object Identified 
(WFOR CBS MIAMI 09 FEB 12) 
The mysterious object in the water which prompted 

evacuations at John U. Lloyd State Park Thursday afternoon is 
a harmless training device. 

View Clip (RT: 1:33) 
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GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
14. China Military Growth Spurs Asia Demand For Boeing, Lockheed 
(BLOOMBERG BUSINESSWEEK 10 FEB 12) ... Kyunghee Park and Jasmine Wang 

China’s surging defense budget, the world’s second-
biggest, is helping spur military spending across Asia, offering 
U.S. and European suppliers a chance to offset slowing 
demand at home. 

Lockheed Martin Corp. and Boeing Co. fighters will be 
on display at next week’s Singapore Airshow as the two 
biggest U.S. defense contractors prepare to compete with 
Eurofighter and Saab AB for a $7 billion South Korean order. 
The contest follows similar competitions in Japan and India. 

Asia-Pacific spending on fighters, missiles and other 
equipment is set to grow an average 4.2 percent annually to 
$114 billion in 2016, according to Frost & Sullivan, because 

of economic growth and tensions in areas including the South 
China Sea, the Korean peninsula and the Taiwan Strait. 
China’s defense budget, alone, may rise 14 percent each year 
through 2015, according to Goldman Sachs Group Inc. 

“Increased government revenues means that more money 
is often available for defense spending,” said Tim Huxley, 
executive director at the International Institute for Strategic 
Studies Asia in Singapore. “Many parts of Asia are also 
insecure or governments have reasons to feel insecure.” 

North Korean shelling and an attack on a warship killed 
50 South Koreans in 2010. The Communist nation has an 
army of 1.2 million soldiers, ballistic missiles and enough 
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plutonium for a half-dozen nuclear devices, according to U.S. 
military estimates. 

China is working on its first aircraft carrier and the new J-
20 stealth fighter. The country planned to increase military 
spending 13 percent to 601.1 billion yuan ($95 billion) last 
year, Li Zhaoxing, spokesman for China’s National People’s 
Congress, said in March. The nation is boosting the budget as 
it replaces aging fighters and places a greater emphasis on 
national security amid rising territorial tensions, Goldman 
Sachs analysts Ronald Keung and Tom Kim said in a Jan. 17 
note. 

Taiwan Fighters 
Taiwan, which China considers to be a renegade province, 

is planning to upgrade 145 Lockheed Martin F-16s in a project 
that will cost about NT$110 billion ($3.7 billion), according to 
the Ministry of National Defense. The work may include 
installing new radars and navigation systems, according to a 
U.S. Defense Security Cooperation Agency statement last 
year. 

South Korea is planning to purchase about 60 fighters, 
according to the Defense Acquisition Program Administration. 
The contenders will include Lockheed’s F-35, Chicago-based 
Boeing’s F-15, the Eurofighter Typhoon and Saab’s Gripen. 
The nation is also buying attack helicopters for its army and 
navy, as well as considering a purchase of unmanned aerial 
vehicles, according to the agency. 

Japan Fighters 
Lockheed, based in Bethesda, Maryland, won an order 

from Japan for 42 F-35 fighters in December. The jets may 
cost 1.6 trillion yen ($21 billion) to buy, operate and maintain 
over 20 years, according to the nation’s defense ministry. 
Singapore has also signed up as a development partner for the 
fighter jet. The U.S. has ordered about 2,440 in a $382 billion 
project that forms its biggest weapons program. 

India last week named Paris-based Dassault Aviation SA 
as preferred bidder for a contract to supply 126 fighters. The 
planemaker’s Rafale was shortlisted with the Eurofighter 
Typhoon after the earlier rejection of offers from Lockheed, 
Boeing, Saab and Moscow-based United Aircraft Corp. 

Eurofighter is now targeting the South Korean tender, 
along with opportunities in Malaysia and the Gulf, said Chief 
Executive Officer Enzo Casolini. The planemaker is a venture 
between BAE Systems Plc, Finmeccanica SpA and Airbus 
parent European Aeronautic Defence & Space Co. 

Asia is “an important market,” Casolini said. “Exporting 
the Typhoon is also very important for the European industry 
and for the European economy.” 

Eurofighter Slowdown 
Eurofighter has slowed production as European 

governments cut military budgets amid austerity measures. 
Western European defense spending fell about 5 percent last 
year and may decline further this year, according to Fitch 
Ratings. 

Asia-Pacific defense spending rose 14 percent last year, 
making it the fastest growing region, according to Frost & 

Sullivan. Japan is the biggest spender on defense in Asia 
behind China, with a $54.5 billion outlay in 2010, according to 
Stockholm International Peace Research Institute data. Third- 
ranked India spent $41.3 billion that year. The U.S. led global 
spending with a $698 billion budget. 

China Jets 
China is also seeking to take advantage of growing 

defense budgets by selling domestically developed equipment 
overseas. At the Singapore show, the export arm of Aviation 
Industry Corp. of China, the nation’s biggest aerospace 
company, will promote the JF-17 Thunder fighter, nicknamed 
Fierce Dragon, which was developed with Pakistan. It will 
also be highlighting the L-15 Advanced Trainer Jet, and the 
Yilong, or Pterodactyl, drone. 

“These airshows give China defense companies a global 
stage, which reflects their growing power,” said Ken Zhang, a 
Beijing-based defense-company analyst with Founder 
Securities Co. Companies like AVIC also need to boost 
exports to help pay for research costs as they probably don’t 
get “fat margins” from sales to the Chinese military, he said. 

Lockheed also sees Asia-Pacific demand for missile-
defense technologies, replicating a trend seen in the last 
decade in the Middle East. 

“We’re watching the same or similar types of overall 
security risks,” Chief Executive Officer Robert Stevens said in 
a Jan. 26 conference call with analysts. “The proliferation of 
technologies, the desire to get missiles of greater performance, 
longer range, more precision, and the desire for governments 
to have some protection against that ballistic-missile threat.” 

Surveillance, Drones 
L-3 Communications Holdings Inc., based in New York, 

has had interest from the region in its SPYDR manned, 
airborne intelligence, surveillance and reconnaissance system, 
as well as unmanned surveillance drones, Chief Executive 
Officer Michael Strianese said in a Jan. 31 conference call. 

Raytheon Co., the world’s largest maker of missiles, 
expects 30 percent of bookings and 26 percent of sales in 2012 
to come from outside the U.S., Chief Executive Officer Bill 
Swanson told analysts last month. 

“Asia and the Middle East are important and are still 
growing,” Swanson said. 

In the U.S., the biggest military market, Defense 
Secretary Leon Panetta presented an outline on Jan. 26 for 
$613 billion in spending for fiscal 2013. The proposal is part 
of an effort to cut $487 billion, or 8.5 percent, from $5.62 
trillion in defense spending that had been planned for 2012 to 
2021. Automatic spending cuts could force an additional $500 
billion in reductions over a decade. 

“The strong growth in emerging-market demand for 
defense equipment is a welcome respite to western military 
manufacturers,” Fitch said on Feb. 1. “In the medium term, the 
reliance on emerging markets for the defense sector will 
continue to grow.” 
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15. U.S. Military Seeks More Access In Philippines 
(REUTERS 09 FEB 12) ... Manuel Mogato 

But it is not trying to reopen military bases there. Washington's growing cooperation in the Philippines, a 
U.S. ally which voted to remove huge American naval and air 
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bases 20 years ago, follows the U.S. announcement last year 
of plans to set up a Marine base in northern Australia and 
possibly station warships in Singapore. 

It also coincides with diplomatic and military friction in 
the South China Sea and its oil-rich Spratly Islands, which are 
subject to disputed claims by China, the Philippines and other 
Southeast Asian nations. 

Last month, senior Philippine defense and foreign affairs 
officials met their U.S. counterparts in Washington to discuss 
ways to increase the number and frequency of joint exercises, 
training, ship and aircraft visits and other activities. 

"It's access, not bases," a foreign affairs department 
official familiar with the strategic dialogue told Reuters. 

"Our talks focus on strengthening cooperation on military 
and non-military activities, such as disaster response and 
humanitarian assistance, counter-terrorism, non-proliferation. 
There were no discussions about new U.S. bases," he said. 

These activities would allow the U.S. military more 
access in the Philippines, stretching its presence beyond local 
military facilities and training grounds into central Cebu 
province or to Batanes island near the northern borders with 
Taiwan. 

U.S. ships and aircraft are seeking access for re-supply, 
re-fueling and repairs, not just for goodwill visits, exercises 
and training activities, the diplomat said. 

The Philippines was ruled by the United States for nearly 
five decades between the departure of the Spanish and the 
Japanese occupation during the Second World War, and is 
now one of its foremost allies in Asia, despite expelling the 
U.S. from its former military bases at Clark and Subic Bay in 
1992. 

Since 1987, the Philippine constitution has explicitly 
banned a permanent foreign military presence. But 
Washington maintains close military ties under a 1951 defense 
treaty, and its special forces have been helping the Philippine 
military combat Islamic militants in the south of the country 
since 2002. 

A Filipino diplomat said Washington's expanding 
presence is allowed under the under a 1998 Visiting Forces 
Agreement and a 2002 Mutual Logistics Support Agreement. 

The issue is likely to be raised during a visit to Manila 
from Friday by U.S. Assistant Secretary Andrew Shapiro, 
senior advisor on political-military affairs to Secretary Hillary 
Clinton. 

U.S. Military "Hardware" 

Apart from training and exercises, the two countries 
discussed U.S. military assistance, including equipment and 
data to enhance "domain awareness" in the South China Sea. 

A second Hamilton-class cutter will be transferred to the 
Philippine Navy this year and a possible third second-hand 
cutter was also discussed, the diplomat added. 

"On our side, we're also trying to explore ways on how to 
access newer U.S. military hardware through innovative 
financial schemes other than the usual channels," the foreign 
affairs official said. 

Military sources said Manila was studying leasing newer 
offshore patrol vessels, larger sealift and support vessels and 
lead-in fighter trainer aircraft. 

Last month, Defense Secretary Voltaire Gazmin told 
reporters Manila is also considering a proposal from the 
United States Pacific Command to deploy P3C-Orion spy 
planes in the country to help monitor movements and activities 
in the South China Sea. 

The disputed ownership of oil-rich reefs and islands in the 
South China Sea, through which $5 trillion in trade sails 
annually, is one of the biggest security threats in Asia. Beijing 
says it has historical sovereignty over the South China Sea, 
superseding claims of other countries. 

Tension over the region and the U.S. plans to expand its 
military operations in the Asia-Pacific, long an issue with 
China, could well come up in talks when China's leader-in-
waiting Xi Jingping visits Washington next week. 

China has expressed misgivings about the Obama 
administration's shift to raise its security role in the region at a 
time when Beijing is expanding its own military reach. 

The Hawaii-based Pacific Command's proposal to deploy 
spy planes came two months after State and Pentagon officials 
offered to share surveillance data on the South China Sea 
during talks with Foreign Affairs Secretary Albert del Rosario 
in June 2011. 

Last year, Del Rosario repeatedly protested against 
China's activities and intrusions into Philippine maritime 
territories, including an attempt to ram a survey ship exploring 
oil and gas in the South China Sea. Manila had accused 
China's ships of crossing into its maritime borders nearly a 
dozen times in 2011. 

The Philippines has welcomed plans by the United States 
to shift more attention in the Asia and Pacific region and 
senior officials said an expanded U.S. military presence could 
enhance peace and stability. 

"For us, it would boost our deterrent capability to stop 
intrusions into our territories," said the diplomat. 
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16. Phl Wants To Retain Equipment From U.S. Ship 
(PHILIPPINE STAR 10 FEB 12) 

CLARK, PAMPANGA, Philippines – The Philippine 
Navy is requesting the United States to keep intact some 
features of the second ship it plans to provide the country. 

“We are hoping that they would add and retain (some of 
the ship’s capabilities),” Navy chief Vice Admiral Alexander 
Pama said at the sidelines of the Hot Air Balloon Festival here 
yesterday. 

Among the ship’s features that Pama wants retained are 
communication equipment, sensors and radars. 

The Navy chief said that they are grateful to the U.S. 
because the second ship will be a big help to their naval 
defense capability. 

Last year, the Philippines acquired the BRP Gregorio del 
Pilar from the U.S. Coast Guard to enhance its territorial 
defense capabilities. 

The ship – the Navy’s first Hamilton-class vessel – was 
acquired under the U.S. Foreign Military Sales program. 

The government spent P450 million for the vessel’s 
transfer costs. 
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The U.S., however, removed some of the ship’s 
accessories before it was turned over to the Philippines. 

Some of the features stripped from the ship were the 
sensors, communications and electronics equipment, and 
close-in weapons system. 

Reports have quoted Kurt Campbell, U.S. diplomat for 
East Asia, as saying that his government is considering a 
request by the Philippines to transfer equipment removed from 
the ship. 

The Gregorio del Pilar was deployed to Palawan on Dec. 
23. 

On Wednesday, Republican Rep. Ed Royce told a 
congressional hearing that the review process for transferring 
the second ship to the Philippines would be finished this week. 

“I am pleased to report that the congressional review 
process for another ship – Coast Guard cutter Dallas – wraps 
up this week. It should soon be on its way to Manila,” Royce 
said. 

Armed Forces of the Philippines chief Lt. Gen. Jessie 
Dellosa said the acquisition of the second ship is still under 
negotiation. 

Meanwhile, the Communist Party of the Philippines 
(CPP) said the transfer of the U.S. ship to the Philippines 
would provoke conflict in the West Philippine Sea. 

“The transfer of another naval cutter from the U.S. 
government serves the purpose of U.S. military buildup in the 
(West Philippine) Sea,” CPP said in a statement. 

“By acquiring the U.S. naval cutters and manning it to 
serve U.S. interests, the Aquino regime is making the 
Philippines a possible target of the potential enemies of the 
U.S.,” it explained. 

According to the CPP, the U.S. is planning to use the 
Philippine Navy as an “augmentation force” as it projects its 
military presence in the region. 

Lawmakers: No To U.S. Bases 
Meanwhile, San Juan Rep. Joseph Victor “JV” Ejercito 

opposed yesterday the reported plan of the United States to 
build a small military base in the country. 

“We fought long and hard to oust the U.S. bases in Subic 
and Olongapo City. To reopen the U.S. bases or set up new 
bases anywhere in the country should be non-negotiable. 
Clearly, at this point, our country does not have much to gain 
from this strategic military and economic plan of the U.S.,” 
Ejercito said. 

He was reacting to a report in the American media that 
the U.S. plans to “rotate” some 4,000 troops through 
“Australia, Hawaii, Subic Bay and perhaps a smaller base in 
the Philippines.” 

Twenty years ago, the Senate voted to terminate the RP-
U.S. Military Bases Agreement because the Constitution 
prohibits the presence of foreign troops in the country. 

Ejercito’s father, former President and then senator 
Joseph Estrada, was among those who voted for removing the 
American bases. 

Ejercito explained if the government does not handle U.S. 
“rotation” proposals well, they could “eventually lead to the 
return of American bases here.” 

“The Visiting Forces Agreement (VFA) should suffice if 
the country wants to continue building relations with the U.S. 
to explore increased joint military exercises and other military 
cooperation,” he noted. 

Ejercito added, “For the government to give more than 
what we have already acceded to the U.S. within the VFA 
would be counter-productive and a step towards infringing on 
the sovereignty of our country.” 

He pointed out that building a U.S. base, however small, 
would require an amendment of the Constitution, which 
clearly bans foreign military bases in the country. 

Ejercito also expressed fears that the re-entry of more 
U.S. troops here could cause other problems such as 
prostitution, gambling and abandonment of children fathered 
by American servicemen, and could even worsen the local 
communist insurgency problem. 

Another congressman, Walden Bello of the party-list 
group Akbayan, urged the House of Representatives and the 
Senate to closely monitor talks to foster RP-U.S. military 
cooperation. 

“We in Congress should monitor the decisions that the 
administration is making. Talks between Philippine officials 
and their American counterparts are all over the news, but 
information about what is happening, and what is being agreed 
on, is very rare to come by,” Bello said during a privilege 
speech. 

“Many of us in Congress have no knowledge of the plans 
that the Department of Foreign Affairs (is) discussing with the 
U.S. And while we don’t expect to have access to all the 
details, as the people’s representatives in government, 
Congress must gain an understanding of the overall direction 
of these plans,” he explained. 
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17. Singapore Airshow Raises Fighter Industry Stakes In Asia 
(DEFENSE NEWS 09 FEB 12) ... Wendell Minnick 

TAIPEI — The biennial 2012 Singapore Airshow, Feb. 
14-19, the largest aerospace event in Asia and now among the 
world’s top three aviation events, will focus on regional 
fighter programs in Australia, Japan, Malaysia, South Korea 
and Taiwan. 

Japan’s December decision to procure the Lockheed 
Martin F-35A fighter for its F-X program has given the 
Lightning II a boost in the region, despite reluctance within 
the Western market for the fighter. The $8 billion deal for 42 
fighters will replace Japan’s aging Mitsubishi F-4EJ Kai 
Phantoms. The deal could evolve into an additional 100 to 120 

F-35s to replace the Mitsubishi F-15J/DJ Eagles under the F-
XX program in the middle of the decade. 

The F-X program selected the F-35A over the Eurofighter 
Typhoon and Boeing F/A-18 Super Hornet. 

South Korea has taken notice of Japan’s decision and the 
F-35 is seen increasingly in a favorable light, officials said. 
South Korea’s FX-3 fighter competition pits three fighters, the 
F-35A, Boeing F-15SE Silent Eagle and the Typhoon, in a 
$7.3 billion deal for 40 to 60 fighters. A decision is scheduled 
to be made in October. 

Singapore is also considering the F-35 for its next fighter 
procurement. The nation-state is a Security Cooperative 
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Participant member of the F-35 development program. 
However, officials said no decision is expected within this 
decade. 

But the F-35 program hit a snag Down Under. Australia 
has just announced a review of its procurement of the F-35A 
and could defer the purchase until problems in the program are 
fixed. Australia has a requirement for up to 100 F-35A 
fighters, but has committed only to the first 14. Australia is a 
Level 2 participant in the F-35 development program. 

Malaysia is debating the procurement of 10 fighters to 
replace MiG-29s. The Saab Gripen, Typhoon and Super 
Hornet are competing, but no decision is expected until after 
2013. 

BAE Systems and Lockheed are locking horns for the 
avionics upgrade and weapon systems integration on 135 KF-
16C/D Block 52 fighters for the South Korean Air Force, 
estimated at $1 billion, and on 146 F-16A/B Block 20s for the 
Taiwan Air Force, estimated at $5.8 billion. 

Both F-16 upgrade programs include the new Active 
Electronically Scanned Array (AESA) radar. AESA 
competitors for the refits are Northrop Grumman’s Scalable 
Agile Beam Radar and the Raytheon Advanced Combat 
Radar. Singapore is also a potential customer for the AESA 
for its F-16C/Ds and is watching both competitions closely. 

The Jan. 31 announcement that the French Dassault 
Rafale defeated the Typhoon in India’s $11 billion contract for 
126 fighter aircraft will spark discussion. 

If Eurofighter and Boeing lose in South Korea and 
Malaysia, as they did in Japan and India, questions will be 
raised over the future of these fighters in the international 
market. 

Airshow Attendance and Events 
Despite the decline in the world economy, the biennial 

Singapore Airshow shows no sign of waning. This year’s 
airshow will be the largest to date with 900 exhibitors from 
more than 50 countries, including 22 country pavilions and 59 
of the world’s top 100 aerospace companies, said Jimmy Lau, 
managing director of Experia Events, the show organizer. 

“The Asia-Pacific region is riding on a wave of growth as 
the region continues to lead in providing new opportunities in 
the aerospace and defense industry,” Lau said. The Singapore 

Airshow is “strategically positioned as a gateway into this 
thriving region, [and] plays a crucial role as an effective 
springboard for industry players to tap into new 
opportunities.” 

In 2010, the airshow closed with $10 billion in deals and 
announcements in spite of a recovering economy. This year 
will also feature a series of high-level conferences — the 
Singapore Airshow Aviation Leadership Summit and the Asia-
Pacific Security Conference. 

The show will have two pavilions this year focusing on 
new technologies: the Land Defense and Unmanned Systems 
Pavilion and the Green Pavilion. The Green Pavilion will 
feature an added component called “Deminars” or seminars 
and demonstrations combined, Lau said. 

Airshow officials would not identify the number or types 
of government delegations visiting the show for security 
reasons, but the 2010 airshow saw 259 foreign government 
and international delegations from 80 countries and 43,459 
trade attendees from 133 counties. 

Security will be tight to safeguard delegations and 
exhibitors. Beyond the usual prohibited items, such as 
firearms and explosives, the exhaustive list includes spear 
guns, walking sticks with daggers, nanchakus, crossbows, 
spears and brass knuckles. 

There will be much attention paid to Chinese exhibitors 
and delegations this year. Those attending the China Business 
Forum will hear presentations from Ng Pock Too, chairman 
and CEO from New Board Technology, and Zhang Xin Guo, 
executive vice president of the Aviation Industry Corp. of 
China. 

Chinese companies exhibiting this year include China 
National Aero-Technology Import and Export Corp., 
Commercial Aircraft Corp. of China, AMECO Bejing and, for 
the first time at the show, Beijing Youtaishuncheng 
Technology Development Co. with a UAV exhibit. 

The flying display will feature the Blair Aerosports’ 
Rebel 300, Singapore Air Force’s F-16 and F-15SG fighter 
jets, and the Royal Australian Air Force’s Roulettes flying 
Pilatus PC-9/A trainers. Despite rumors the F-22 Raptor 
would appear, Lockheed indicated the Raptor will be a no 
show. 
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18. Turks Torpedo Israel Navy Participation In NATO Operation 
Ankara prevents first instance of active Israeli participation in one of Western military alliance’s operations, 
but J'lem on verge of signing deal to upgrade relations with NATO, defense officials say. 
(JERUSALEM POST 10 FEB 12) ... Yaakov Katz and Herb Keinon 

Turkey has torpedoed an Israeli plan to contribute an 
Israel Navy missile ship to a NATO mission in the 
Mediterranean Sea, in what would have been the first time 
Israel actively participated in one of the Western military 
alliance’s operations. 

Diplomatic and defense officials told The Jerusalem Post 
on Thursday that Turkey had decided to prevent Israeli 
participation in the long-term operation – called Active 
Endeavor – following the Israel Navy raid on a Gaza-bound 
flotilla in 2010 in which nine Turkish nationals were killed. 

Diplomatic officials said that ever since its success, 
Turkey had been seeking to scuttle greater Israeli participation 
in the alliance. 

NATO launched Operation Active Endeavor in the wake 
of 9/11 and has succeeded in bringing together a number of 
countries to patrol the Mediterranean and share information 
concerning terrorism and suspicious ships. 

In 2008, Israel sent a navy officer to sit at the operation’s 
headquarters in Naples and in late 2009, Defense Minister 
Ehud Barak submitted an official request to NATO to 
contribute a missile ship to the mission. In 2010, Israel and 
NATO signed an agreement that was supposed to pave the 
way for the ship’s participation. 

“Israel’s navy anyhow patrols the Mediterranean and 
since we were interested in upgrading our ties with NATO, it 
made sense to offer to actively participate in the operation,” a 
senior government official said. “The Turks, though, 
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torpedoed the move and refused to allow one of our ships to 
join.” 

Israel’s relationship with Turkey has seen a sharp decline 
in recent years, most notably in the wake of the IDF’s Cast 
Lead offensive against Hamas in the Gaza Strip in 2009. The 
ties further deteriorated following the raid on the flotilla in 
May 2010. 

While Israel has participated in numerous NATO 
activities over the past decade, it has never sent troops or navy 
ships to play an operational role in the military alliance’s 
operations. 

While Turkey succeeded in thwarting the navy’s 
participation in Active Endeavor, it has, however, failed to 
prevent Israel from upgrading its ties with NATO. Defense 
officials said this week that the sides were on the verge of 

signing a new cooperation agreement that would lead to a 
significant upgrade in relations. 

As a member of the Mediterranean Dialogue, which was 
created in 1994 to foster ties with Middle Eastern countries, 
Israel is frequently invited to participate in NATO workshops 
and exercises. 

The senior government official said, though, that the new 
agreement would enable Israel to participate in top NATO 
forums even though it is not a full-fledged member of the 
alliance. 

Israel is also considering a request by NATO to open an 
office at its headquarters in Brussels. Defense officials said 
that the offer was still open and that it was being “positively 
considered” by the government. 
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19. Saudi Arabia Threatens To Go Nuclear 'Within Weeks' If Iran Gets The Bomb 
(LONDON TIMES 10 FEB 12) ... Hugh Tomlinson 

RIYADH - Saudi Arabia could acquire nuclear warheads 
within weeks of Iran developing atomic weapons as the threat 
from Tehran triggers an arms race across the Middle East. 

In the event of a successful Iranian nuclear test, Riyadh 
would immediately launch a twin-track nuclear weapons 
programme, The Times has learnt. 

Warheads would be purchased off the shelf from abroad, 
with work on a new ballistic missile platform getting under 
way to build an immediate deterrent, according to Saudi 
sources. 

At the same time, the kingdom would upgrade its planned 
civil nuclear programme to include a military dimension, 
beginning uranium enrichment to develop weapons-grade 
material in the long-term. 

Saudi officials emphasise that Riyadh has no military 
nuclear programme at present and will continue to lobby for 
nuclear disarmament across the region. But the Saudi 
Government accepts privately that there is no chance of Israel 
surrendering its undeclared arsenal of warheads, and Riyadh is 
determined to match Tehran if its arch-enemy in the Gulf goes 
nuclear. 

Like many Western powers, Riyadh is convinced that Iran 
is seeking to build nuclear weapons, despite persistent denials 
from Tehran, and the kingdom is preparing for a worst-case 
scenario should Western efforts to halt Iran's nuclear advance 
fail. 

The Times has learnt that commanders of Saudi Arabia's 
Strategic Missile Force have been actively considering the 
missile platforms on the market. 

"There is no intention currently to pursue a unilateral 
military nuclear programme but the dynamics will change 
immediately if the Iranians develop their own nuclear 
capability," one senior Saudi source said. "Politically, it would 
be completely unacceptable to have Iran with a nuclear 
capability and not the kingdom." 

Pakistan is the most likely vendor of warheads to Riyadh, 
according to Western offcials. The kingdom is believed to 
have shouldered much of the cost of Pakistan's nuclear 
programme and bailed out Islamabad when it was sanctioned 
by the West after conducting its first nuclear test in 1998. 

In exchange the countries have long been rumoured to 
have an agreement whereby Pakistan would sell Saudi Arabia 

warheads and nuclear technology if security in the Gulf 
deteriorated. 

Riyadh and Islamabad have persistently denied that any 
such arrangement exists, but Western defence officials and 
diplomats in Riyadh are convinced that there is an 
understanding. One said that the kingdom would call in its 
favour from Pakistan "the next day" after an Iranian nuclear 
test and could have warheads within weeks. 

This would place Saudi Arabia in breach of a 
memorandum of understanding signed with the United States 
in 2008, promising American assistance with civil nuclear 
power on condition that Riyadh does not pursue "sensitive 
nuclear technologies". But if Tehran builds a bomb, the 
regional landscape would change completely. Riyadh is 
confident that Washington would be among the suitors 
bidding to provide nuclear technology so as to maintain 
oversight on the programme. 

Saudi Arabia's only current offensive ballistic missiles are 
the CSS-2 East Wind missiles bought from China and 
smuggled into the kingdom in the 1980s. The $3 billion deal, 
conducted under the late King Fahd, sparked fury in 
Washington when it was uncovered. Riyadh has always 
claimed that it paid the Chinese extra to have the missiles 
rendered incapable of carrying nuclear warheads. The Chinese 
platform could be upgraded, but the East Wind system is 
notoriously inaccurate and Riyadh might well decide to start 
from scratch. 

A signal from Riyadh that it was seeking a new missile 
platform would likely prompt a bidding war from most of the 
available suppliers. The US test-fired a Trident missile capable 
of carrying nuclear warheads during a joint exercise with 
Saudi Arabia in 2010. The same year the kingdom upgraded 
its missile command centre in Riyadh. 

Saudi Arabia signed a nuclear co-operation agreement 
with China last month, adding to deals with France, South 
Korea and Argentina. 

The kingdom has retained the right to enrich its own 
uranium as part of each agreement, something that remains a 
stumbling block to a mooted nuclear pact with the United 
States. Riyadh plans to spend more than £60 million on 16 
nuclear reactors by 2030 to meet its growing domestic energy 
needs. 
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20. Deputy PM Rogozin Urges Russian Defense Industry Upgrade 
(RIA NOVOSTI 09 FEB 12) 

NOVOSIBIRSK - Russian Deputy Prime Minister Dmitry 
Rogozin on Thursday urged an upgrade of the country’s 
defense industry during his working visit to Siberia where he 
met with scientists and students. 

Correcting Soviet Errors 
Outspoken nationalist ex-NATO envoy Rogozin criticized 

the Soviet Union’s security strategy, saying the U.S.S.R. 
misinterpreted security threats, and added that the Soviet 
Army and Navy were out of line with modern requirements, 
had low mobility and were a burden for the budget. 

“In the conventional and nuclear arms race with the 
United States and NATO, the Soviet Union’s leadership 
ultimately assessed the nature of the external and internal 
threats to the national security incorrectly,” the deputy premier 
told scientists at the Siberian department of the Russian 
Academy of Sciences. 

Rogozin, 48, who was appointed a deputy premier in 
charge of the country’s defense industry in December 2011, 
said the state did not pay enough attention to non-military 
defense, including diplomatic, information and psychological 
methods. 

“As a result, an Army and Navy were established whose 
organization and strength did not completely match the 
modern requirements of inter-branch cooperation and armed 
forces mobility in general,” Rogozin said. 

In conditions of antagonism with the West, he said, the 
Soviet Union formed an autonomous technological base, but 
as soon as the Iron Curtain fell, it turned out that the country 
was lagging behind its western rivals in a number of areas. 

Rogozin said that was why Prime Minister Vladimir Putin 
chose aircraft construction, composite materials, 
telecommunication technology and pharmaceuticals as 
priorities for economic development. 

Without urgent measures, the deputy premier said, Russia 
would lag behind its rivals in the manufacturing of electronic 
components, precision weapon aiming devices, laser systems, 
hypersonic technology and other hi-tech spheres. 

Independent Leadership 
Rogozin told students of Novosibirsk State University 

that Russia is Europe’s only country with an independent 
leadership. 

“I know that Russia is the only country in Europe that has 
a leadership not controlled by the Americans,” he said. 

Preparing For Possible Threats 

Rogozin also told students that Russia should more than 
triple its population to 500 million people and four 
geopolitical centers, and that people should be equally settled 
across the country. 

“One hundred and forty million is few. The way out is… 
to give birth to children. Without children, we will not have 
the 500-million population that we urgently need,” he said. 

He said young people should be attracted to work in 
Russia’s defense industry by higher wages and beneficial 
mortgage lending schemes. 

“Wages should be 20 percent higher [in the defense 
industry] than in civil mechanical engineering,” he said. 

Rogozin said high wages for defense sector workers and 
servicemen were necessary so that Russia could have at its 
disposal perfectly trained professional armed forces. 

“We need to be constantly preparing for a third world war 
in order to avoid it,” he said. “If we wipe snot from under our 
nose and portray ourselves as pacifists, we will be trampled 
and thrown away to the dump.” 

Innovation Fund For Defense Industry 
The Russian government will decide in a week’s time on 

the establishment of an innovation development fund for the 
defense industry, Rogozin said. 

“I hope this is a matter of a week,” he told journalists, 
adding that the fund’s structure and name are being discussed. 

Rogozin said the initiative to set up the fund was 
forwarded by President Dmitry Medvedev. “It’s a purely 
presidential project,” he said. 

On Monday, the deputy premier said the Russian 
government’s military-industrial commission will soon 
consider documents to establish the fund, expected to become 
a Russian analogue of the U.S. Defense Advanced Research 
Projects Agency (DARPA). 

Nuclear Sub Fire Investigation 
Russia’s Investigative Committee will complete its probe 

into the reason for the fire on the Yekaterinburg nuclear 
submarine by the end of February, Rogozin told journalists. 

On December 29, the outer hull of the Yekaterinburg, a 
Delta-class nuclear submarine, caught fire during repairs at a 
shipyard in northwest Russia's Murmansk Region. Seven 
crewmembers and two responders were injured as they battled 
the fire, which was put out the following day. There was no 
radiation leak. 

He pledged to punish those guilty. “We have not forgotten 
anything,” Rogozin said. 
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21. Russia’s Bulava-Carrying Subs To Enter Service In Summer 
(RIA NOVOSTI 09 FEB 12) 

MOSCOW - Russia’s newest nuclear-powered 
submarines, the Yury Dolgoruky and the Alexander Nevsky, 
will be put into operation in the summer, Defense Minister 
Anatoly Serdyukov said on Thursday. 

The Yury Dolgoruky will enter service in June and the 
Alexander Nevsky in August, he said. 

The Borey-class subs will be armed with Bulava 
intercontinental ballistic missiles but Serdyukov did not say 
exactly when the troubled missile will enter service. 

The Yury Dolgoruky’s construction began in 1996 at the 
Sevmash shipyard and was completed in 2008. It has a crew of 
130 and will be armed with 16 Bulava SLBMs and six SS-N-
15 cruise missiles. 
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President Dmitry Medvedev said in late December that 
the flight tests of the Bulava SLBM were completed and it will 
now be adopted for service with the Russian Navy. 

Russia successfully test launched two Bulava missiles on 
December 23. 

They were the 18th and 19th test launches of the troubled 
Bulava. Only 11 launches have been officially declared 
successful. 

But some analysts suggest that in reality the number of 
failures is considerably larger. Russian military expert Pavel 
Felgenhauer said that of the Bulava's first 12 test launches, 
only one was entirely successful. 

Despite several previous failures officially blamed on 
manufacturing faults, the Russian military has insisted that 
there is no alternative to the Bulava. 

The Bulava (SS-NX-30) SLBM, developed by the 
Moscow Institute of Thermal Technology (since 1998), carries 
up to 10 MIRV warheads and has a range of over 8,000 

kilometers (5,000 miles). The three-stage ballistic missile is 
designed for deployment on Borey-class nuclear submarines. 

Russia To Convert Belgorod Submarine For Special 
Missions 

Russia’s Sevmash shipyard is to convert the multirole 
Project 949AM nuclear submarine Belgorod for a “series of 
special missions,” the navy’s head Admiral Vladimir 
Vysotsky said on Thursday. 

Construction of the Belgorod has been suspended since 
the sinking of its sister ship, the Kursk, a cruise missile armed 
boat, in 2000. 

“Belgorod will be completed as a special project. The 
boat will have many special tasks ahead of it,” Vysotsky said. 

The Russian Navy has several submarines for what it 
terms “special missions,” but information about them remains 
classified. 

The Project 949M class has a displacement of 23,860 
tons, a length of 150 meters, speed of 33 knots and crew of 
118. 
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22. Iran Adds 2 Submarines To Naval Fleet Amid Tensions Over Strait Of Hormuz 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 09 FEB 12) 

TEHRAN, Iran — Iran’s official news agency reported 
Thursday that the navy has added two more domestically built 
light submarines to its fleet. 

The move is seen as part of Iran’s effort to upgrade its 
defense capabilities amid escalating tension with the West 
over its nuclear program. Tehran has threatened to close the 
strategic Strait of Hormuz, a major oil shipping route, over 
new U.S. sanctions targeting its critical oil industry. 

The report by IRNA quoted Iran’s navy chief Adm. 
Habibollah Sayyari as saying the Ghadir class submarines 
meet the needs of navy. 

In November, Iran said it added three more Ghadir class 
submarines to its naval fleet. This class of submarine can fire 
missiles and torpedoes and operate in the Gulf’s shallow 
waters. 

Iran is believed to have about 12 light and three Russian-
made submarines in its fleet, but it does not disclose the total 
numbers. 
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23. Remedial Work For Navy's Problem Ship 
(FAIRFAX MEDIA (NEW ZEALAND) 10 FEB 12) ... Shane Cowlishaw 

Less than five years after it entered service, the navy's 
$177 million flagship will be out of action for seven months 
while it undergoes a long list of repairs. 

The multi-role HMNZS Canterbury will be off duty from 
mid-August until March 2013 while remedial work continues 
on problems discovered after its construction. The layoff, 
which includes scheduled maintenance work, will leave the 
navy without its only transport ship. 

The Canterbury entered service in 2007 and has been 
dogged by controversy since, being the subject of two separate 
court of inquiry investigations and an independent report. 

The report, commissioned after the death of a sailor soon 
after the ship entered service, recommended $20m of remedial 
work. That cost has since increased. 

Able Seaman Byron Solomon, 22, drowned when an 
inflatable boat being launched from the Canterbury capsized 
off the coast of the North Island because of a faulty quick-
release shackle. 

The report said many of the ship's design problems related 
to the decision to select a cheaper commercial roll-on, roll-off 
design used in ferries rather than a purpose-built military 
vessel. 

The process had been rushed and involved a great deal of 
"wishful thinking,” it said. 

Problems identified with the Canterbury included ballast 
and propulsion issues that led to poor handling in rough 
conditions, badly designed landing craft and radar 
deficiencies. 

In 2010, Australian shipbuilder BAE Systems agreed to 
pay the Government almost $85m to settle the long-running 
dispute over problems with the Canterbury and other ships it 
had provided as part of the $500m Project Protector package. 

Commander David Toms, the navy's captain fleet 
operational support, told an industry magazine last month that 
remedial work on the Canterbury was only 20 to 25 per cent 
complete. 

Defence Force spokeswoman Katherine O'Donnell said 
the work had been planned in advance and would not affect 
any exercises or taskings. 

If New Zealand urgently needed an amphibious ship, the 
Canterbury could be returned to service reasonably quickly or 
a request could be made of the Australian Navy, she said. 

Work to be done included modifications to improve sea-
keeping qualities, moving the inflatable boat alcoves higher, 
modifying the landing craft and upgrading the medical 
facilities. 

It will be undertaken at the Devonport Naval Base. 
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Defence Minister Jonathan Coleman said the remediation 
work would be covered by the BAE settlement and there 
would be no extra cost to the taxpayer. 

"In future I will expect officials to be vigilant about 
acquisitions." 

The Story So Far 

 May 2004: The Government accepts a tender from 
Tenix Defence Systems (now BAE) for Project 
Protector, the construction of seven new ships, 
including the Canterbury, for $500m. 

 September 2005: Construction of the Canterbury 
begins in the Netherlands, based on a commercial 
design. 

 August 2006: The ship arrives in Australia for a 
military fitout. 

 May 2007: The Defence Force accepts the ship and 
commissions it the same day. 

 July 2007: One of the rigid-hulled inflatable boats is 
lost at sea as the ship struggles in a storm. 

 October 2007: Able Seaman Byron James Solomon, 
22, dies after one of the inflatable boats capsizes 
while alongside the Canterbury. 

 February 2008: After several defects with the Project 
Protector fleet are identified, negotiations with BAE 
for compensation begin, delaying the delivery of the 
remaining ships. 

 May 2008: An independent review finds the 
Canterbury acquisition was rushed and reveals 
multiple problems with the ship. 

 February 2010: BAE agrees to fork out nearly $85m 
to fix problems with the Project Protector fleet. 

 April 2010: The navy confirms some of the money 
will be used to buy new landing craft for the ship. 

Ship Glitches 

 Canterbury's rigid-hulled inflatable boat alcoves were 
too close to the waterline. 

 The landing craft were badly designed, which led to 
cracking in the bow ramp doors. 

 The ship's propellers came out of the water in heavy 
seas, causing engine damage. 

 The ship handles poorly in rough weather. 
Improvements to ballast and the fuel-transfer system 
needed. 

 The anti-roll system does not work in heavy 
conditions. 

 An inability to track helicopters by radar at the 
required range and height. 

 Waves crashing over the front of the ship could 
wreck its gun. 

 Procurement ProblemsNH90 medium-range 
helicopters. Cost: $771m. The first two arrived in 
December, more than two years late. 

 A109 light/training helicopters. Cost: $139m. All 
have now arrived. Project three months behind 
schedule. 

 P3 Orion surveillance aircraft systems upgrade. Cost: 
$352m. Expected to be completed in 2013, 2 ½ years 
late. 

 C130 Hercules transport life extension. Cost: 
$254.9m. The third of five Hercules is due to be 
completed in June, several years behind schedule. 
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24. High Hopes: Navy Airs Fuel-Saving Idea 
The navy is going back to basics in a bid to cut its soaring fuel bill — wind power. 
(IRISH EXAMINER 09 FEB 12) ... Sean O’Riordan 

Commodore Mark Mellett confirmed the navy was 
collaborating with the Irish Maritime and Energy Resource 
Cluster, UCC, and CIT to develop "kite sails" which would be 
used to save fuel when a ship was carrying out surveillance. 

The sails will have an added hi-tech edge which the 
service hopes to sell to other navies around the world. 

"The kites would be used to reduce our energy bills, as we 
use 40% of the fuel allocated to the Defence Forces," said the 
commodore. "They could provide us with a speed of up to 
eight knots, which is as fast as a normal trawler." 

The kites will be fitted with sensors which will enhance 
ships’ radar capacity. 

"Normally, radar capabilities are to the horizon, which 
would be 12 to 15 nautical miles. But if we put sensors on the 
kites, which would be 100m up in the air, that capability 
would be increased to up to 50 nautical miles. 

"If the concept proves viable, the technology could be in 
use in a few years’ time. The innovation could also be 
valuable to other navies." 

The kites would be attached to the ships by steel ropes 
and could be wound down when not in use. 

The commodore also revealed the navy has helped to 
develop and test hi-tech firefighting suits which it hopes to sell 
to fire brigades around the world. 

In conjunction with the Irish company Seftec and CIT, it 
has developed suits fitted with wireless sensors and infra-red 
pressure pads which allow the tracking of firefighters within 
ships and buildings, no matter how bad the smoke is. 

CIT researcher Dr Paul Walsh said: "We are hoping to 
market the suits in the next few months. It’s a very exciting 
prospect and we’ve trialled them with the navy and know they 
work." 
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25. UK Hits Back At Argentina Over Falklands 
(REUTERS 09 FEB 12) ... Adrian Croft 

STOCKHOLM - U.K. Prime Minister David Cameron hit 
back at Argentina on Feb. 9 over its plans to protest to the 
United Nations against British “militarization” of the 
Falklands, saying islanders would have London’s backing for 
as long as they wished to remain British. 

Argentina’s President Cristina Fernandez accused Britain 
on Feb. 7 of “militarizing the South Atlantic” and said she 
would complain to the United Nations, as tension rises before 
the 30th anniversary of the Falklands war this year. 

“Argentina will find when she goes to the United Nations 
that it is an absolutely key part of the United Nations charter 
to support self-determination,” Cameron told a news 
conference after talks with Nordic and Baltic leaders in 
Stockholm. 

“The people of the Falkland Islands want to maintain … 
their connection to the United Kingdom,” he said. 

“As long as the people in the Falkland Islands want to 
maintain that status, we will make sure that they do and we 
will defend the Falkland Islands properly to make sure that is 

the case,” Cameron said in his first comments on Fernandez’s 
pledge. 

Britain went to war with Argentina over the Falkland 
Islands, called Las Malvinas in Argentina, in 1982. London 
has refused to start talks on sovereignty with Argentina unless 
the roughly 3,000 islanders want them. 

A war of words between the two governments has 
escalated in recent months. Oil exploration by British 
companies off the islands has raised the stakes. 

Fernandez criticized British plans to deploy one of its 
most advanced destroyers, HMS Dauntless, to the area. 

She said her Foreign Ministry would present a formal 
complaint to the U.N. Security Council and General 
Assembly. 

She also criticized the posting of Prince William, second 
in line to the British throne, to the islands as a military search-
and-rescue pilot. 

Britain has denied militarizing the South Atlantic and says 
its “defensive posture” in the islands remains unchanged. 
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PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
26. Navy Celebrates Women's History Month 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 09 FEB 12) ... Ensign Amber Lynn Daniel, Diversity and Inclusion Public Affairs 

WASHINGTON -- The Navy joins the nation in 
celebrating Women's History Month throughout the month of 
March as announced in NAVADMIN 051/12, Feb. 9. 

Navy commands are encouraged to reflect on the national 
2012 theme, "Women's Education - Women's Empowerment" 
to increase their knowledge and awareness of the contributions 
women have made both to U.S. history and to the Navy. 

Women have served with great honor and valor in defense 
of our nation since the Revolutionary War. However, women 
did not become an official part of the service until 1908, when 
Congress established the Navy Nurse Corps. The first 20 
nurses, called the "Sacred Twenty" broke the barriers that 
eventually paved the way for all women to officially enter 
naval service. 

Nurses remained the only women serving in the Navy 
until World War I, when the Navy's first enlisted women, 
known as Yeomanettes, provided clerical support. 

In 1942, the Navy launched the Women Accepted for 
Volunteer Emergency Service (WAVES) program, allowing 
women to serve outside the secretarial realm in an official 
uniform capacity. During World War II, more than 85,000 
women served as WAVES air traffic controllers, artists, 
bakers, couriers, cryptologists, draftsmen, hospital corpsmen, 
lawyers, meteorologists, and translators at naval shore 
commands across the nation and overseas. Eighty-one nurses 
were taken prisoner by the Japanese in Guam and the Republic 
of the Philippines during World War II. 

Six years later, congressional leaders recognized the need 
for women in peacetime armed forces with the passage of the 
Women's Armed Services Integration Act of 1948. 
Opportunities for women in the Navy expanded during the 
Cold War era, and in 1967 President Lyndon B. Johnson 

signed Public Law 90-130, allowing women the opportunity 
for promotion to admiral or general. 

In 1974, Alene Duerke, director of the Navy Nurse Corps, 
became the first female appointed to the rank of rear admiral. 
Two years later, Fran McKee became the first female line 
officer to make flag rank. 

Women continued to make great strides with President 
Gerald Ford signing Public Law 94-106, which required 
service academies to admit women by the fall of 1976. With 
the doors of educational excellence finally open to women, 81 
women entered the U.S. Naval Academy's Class of 1980. 

By the 1980s, women had reached impressive heights 
within the Navy. Promotion boards began selecting women for 
flag rank, including Roberta L. Hazard. She was selected for 
promotion to rear admiral upper half May 18, 1988, the first 
woman to be board selected for that grade. 

The 1990s ushered in a new era for women serving in the 
armed forces. During the first Gulf War, women constituted 
fifteen percent of the naval personnel fighting force in Iraq 
and Kuwait. In 1994, the repeal of the Combat Exclusion Law 
allowed women to serve on combatant ships for the first time. 
Cmdr. Maureen A. Farren became the first woman to 
command a combatant ship June 10, 1998, when she took 
command of USS Mount Vernon, an amphibious dock landing 
ship. 

In April 2010 the Navy instituted a landmark change in 
policy, allowing women to serve on submarines for the first 
time. The first group of female submariners completed nuclear 
power school and officially reported on board two ballistic and 
two guided missile submarines in November 2011. 

Women continue to make history in the Navy. Guided-
missile destroyer USS Kidd, led by Cmdr. Jennifer Ellinger, 
responded to a distress call from the master of the Iranian-
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flagged fishing dhow Al Molai, Jan. 5, who claimed he was 
being held captive by pirates. Within 24 hours, Kidd assisted 
in freeing 13 Iranian fishermen and taking into custody 15 
pirates. 

Today, nearly every naval community is open to women 
and female Sailors continue to excel in almost all facets of 
naval duties both ashore and afloat. More than 54,000 active 
duty women and more than 10,000 female Reservists are 
serving in the Navy, comprising 17.1 percent of the force. The 
current Navy Total Force includes 34 active and Reserve 

female flag officers and 59 female command master chiefs. 
Vice Admiral Ann E. Rondeau, current president of National 
Defense University, remains the most senior three-star admiral 
in the Navy. 

Commands are strongly encouraged to increase their 
knowledge and awareness of the contributions of women to 
the Navy and nation by celebrating Women's History Month 
through programs, exhibits, publications, and participation in 
military and community events. 
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27. Cummings: Federal Workers 'Have Sacrificed Enough' 
(WASHINGTON POST 10 FEB 12) ... Joe Davidson 

As the top Democrat on the House Oversight and 
Government Reform Committee, Rep. Elijah E. Cummings is 
in the difficult position of protecting federal employees from a 
stream of proposals pushed by the majority Republicans that 
would limit pay and benefits. 

It’s an important fight for him, and not just because Social 
Security’s main office is in his Maryland district. But it’s a 
fight he regularly loses, as he did Tuesday when the 
committee approved a bill that would have workers pay more 
for what in many cases would be reduced retirement benefits. 

The Federal Diary spoke with Cummings about federal 
workplace issues. (An interview has also been requested with 
Rep. Dennis A. Ross (R-Fla.), chairman of the federal 
workforce subcommittee, who is often Cummings’s opposite 
on employee legislation.) Here is a transcript of the Cummings 
interview, edited for clarity and length. 

Federal Diary: Given the government’s financial 
problems, do you think federal employees, who are now in 
the middle of a two-year freeze on basic pay, will be 
required to sacrifice more? 

Cummings: I think Republicans are going to do 
everything in their power to make sure they sacrifice more. I 
am vehemently against it. I think they have sacrificed enough 
already over these two years. I don’t think we should be trying 
to address these budget problems on the backs of these 
employees. 

Will the Congressional Budget Office report increase 
the chances of a third-year extension of the pay freeze? 
(The CBO said federal employees with a high school 
education or less earn about 21 percent more than their 
private-sector counterparts; federal workers with a 
bachelor’s degree earn about the same; and those with 
advanced degrees are paid about 23 percent less. In a 
comparison of total compensation, including benefits, 
federal workers receive 16 percent more, according to the 
CBO). 

It’s a very mixed report... I have no doubt the Republicans 
will try to take it and say federal employees are overpaid. The 
CBO is very skillful at scoring (estimating the cost of 
legislative proposals). I don’t know how skillful they are at 
these kinds of reports... A lot of the private sector is getting rid 
of things like pensions. Are we going to allow ourselves to 
race to the bottom and do away with benefits? 

Will budgetary problems result in a smaller 
workforce? If that’s the case, how and where should the 
cuts be made? 

Whatever cuts we make, we should do them with the skill 
of the most experienced heart surgeon. We don’t want to cut 
to the point where we kill the patient. I believe the demand on 
the government is going to increase. I’ve seen it in my offices 
already. We have a tremendous demand on our office. When 
people are out of work or losing their homes, they need more 
government service, not less. Democrats must emphasize that 
we want a workforce that is skilled and adequate to carry out 
the responsibilities that only government can carry out. 

Do you think the government needs to limit the 
amount of money spent on contractors? 

I think we need to limit the amount of money going to 
contractors. I think we also need to do what President Obama 
was talking about, that their salaries are comparable to those in 
the federal government and not necessarily those in the private 
sector. 

Some Republicans say the federal government should 
do a lot less, doing away with whole agencies and 
departments. In that case you would not need as many 
employees. 

I have a very diverse district, not only from a racial 
standpoint, but also from an economic standpoint. I am 
convinced that my constituents think government works and 
works well for my constituents. They need roads so that they 
can get to work. They want to make sure that food is safe. I 
could go on and on. They want to make sure airplanes are 
properly inspected. There is definitely a major role for 
government. As we go through the process and we are looking 
at what we are cutting, I think we also have to balance that by 
making sure we are getting the resources to address those 
things that we are requiring government to do... . 

I think it’s important that we stop bashing federal 
employees. I think it’s very unfair. It’s very unfortunate. We 
need to make sure we provide a strong work environment. We 
need to make sure they are properly paid. And we should 
show them that we do in fact appreciate them. These federal 
employees are our neighbors. They are our relatives. They are 
our friends... I’m going to defend them with everything I got. 
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28. NOFFS Brings Sea Of Change To Navy Fitness 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 09 FEB 12) ... Commander, Navy Installations Command Public Affairs 

WASHINGTON -- The Navy Operational Fitness and 
Fueling Series (NOFFS), launched Navy-wide in January 
2012, represents a sea of change in the way the Navy 
implements fitness. 

NOFFS employs a new methodology to keep Sailors 
ashore and afloat in top physical condition. Based on world-
class sports science training philosophies that have produced 
multimillion dollar athletes, NOFFS is designed to improve 
operational performance, decrease the incidence and severity 
of musculoskeletal injuries and provide foundational 
nutritional guidance for Sailors. The result is a program highly 
relevant to Sailors. 

Athlete's Performance Institute, a key partner in the 
development of NOFFS, provided a cutting edge yet proven 
methodology from which Navy's experts from Center for 
Personal and Professional Development, Commander, Navy 

Installations Command (CNIC), Navy Bureau of Medicine 
and Chief of Naval Operations' Physical Readiness Program 
office could draw and refine to meet the needs of every 
operational platform. 

Sailors now have everything they will need at their 
fingertips to gain and sustain high levels of physical 
performance at home or at sea. 

CNIC's recent release of the NOFFS iPhone app 
(available in the itunes app store) and the 2011 launch of the 
NOFFS virtual trainer found at www.navyfitness.org round 
out a program delivery platform unmatched within the 
Department of Defense. 

To learn more about incorporating NOFFS into a personal 
or command training plan, contact the local MWR Fitness 
office or visit the "find a NOFFS instructor" tab on the 
website. 
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29. Amputation Cases Among U.S. Troops Hit A Post-9/11 High In 2011 
(STARS AND STRIPES 09 FEB 12) ... Chris Carroll 

WASHINGTON — More U.S. troops lost limbs in 2011 
than in any previous year of fighting since the 9/11 attacks, 
recently published Pentagon data shows. 

The grisly toll, 240 cases of deployed troops with at least 
one arm or leg amputated, appears to mainly reflect the 
ongoing troop surge in Afghanistan, along with an increased 
emphasis on foot patrols in areas where insurgents are active. 

Amputation cases were up from 196 in 2010 and 
exceeded the previous high of 205 during the 2007 Iraq surge, 
according to figures published this month by the Armed 
Forces Health Surveillance Center. The Marine Corps was hit 
hardest by far, with 129 Marines suffering amputations in 
2011. The Army, which has more troops in the country, had 
100 amputation cases. Six Sailors and five Airmen also lost 
limbs. 

But there’s a flip side to the grim statistics, officials say. 
The rising numbers are also believed to reflect recent advances 
in battlefield first aid, medical treatment and protective gear 
that make the current conflict “the most survivable war in the 
history of combat,” according to Adm. William Gortney, 
director of the Pentagon’s Joint Staff, speaking Jan. 31 at the 
Military Health System Conference in Washington. 

In previous wars, or even several years earlier in the 
current one, some of the amputation cases would likely have 
been battlefield fatalities, said Col. Jonathan Jaffin, chief of 
the Army Surgeon General’s Dismounted Complex Blast 
Injury Task Force. From 2010 to 2011, though amputations 
increased, total U.S. troop deaths in from combat fell to 368 
from 437, according to the Defense Manpower Data Center. 

“These are grievous injuries, yes, but when you see them 
back here with their families having survived, these guys are 
all grateful to be alive,” Jaffin said. 

The task force also found an increase in severe injuries in 
recent years. It sounds bad, Jaffin said, but actually means that 
troops are surviving worse injuries than before. Better and 
more widely distributed protective gear, including groin-

protecting armor that many troops began receiving in 2011, 
are helping stop injuries to vital organs that previously could 
have proved fatal, Jaffin said. 

First-aid knowledge among the rank and file has 
increased, and ground troops in Afghanistan now carry 
tourniquets they are trained to use if a limb is severed, he said. 

“We’ve heard anecdotally that some of the guys are going 
out on patrol with tourniquets already in place, so if they get 
hurt, all you have to do is pull them taut,” Jaffin said. 

Once injured troops reach the hospital, the level of care 
that’s evolved over a decade of war is world-class, said a 
Navy doctor who served in Afghanistan. 

“I could accurately say it’s the most effective trauma 
system on the planet,” said Navy Capt. Mike McCarten, who 
in 2010 and 2011 commanded a NATO Role 3 hospital in 
Kandahar, one of three in the country with a full spectrum of 
medical care. 

Improvised explosive devices caused the majority of 
amputations McCarten saw at the hospital, he said. Roughly 
half of the injured troops had a limb or limbs blown off in the 
field, and the rest arrived with arms and legs too mangled to 
save. 

“It was at least several times weekly, and at some points it 
was several times daily,” he said. 

Survivability has increased because the U.S. military has 
been closely monitoring and studying medical outcomes 
throughout the current wars, and the lessons learned are being 
put into use. Perhaps the most effective lesson learned was the 
importance of first aid, he said. 

“The work being done at the Role 3 hospitals is 
magnificent, but really a lot of credit for that survival goes to 
medics and hospital corpsmen on the battlefield,” McCarten 
said. “[Injured troops] would come to us with two or three 
tourniquets on two or three amputated limbs, and they actually 
didn’t have bad blood pressure because of the care they 
received in the field.” 
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30. Navy Surgeon General Visits Navy Recruiting 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 09 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Michael B. Lavender, Navy Recruiting Command 
Public Affairs 

MILLINGTON, Tenn. -- Navy Surgeon General Vice 
Adm. Matthew L. Nathan visited Navy Recruiting Command 
(NRC) Feb. 9 to show his support for the command's medical 
missions. 

During his visit, Nathan recognized the importance of 
Navy recruiting and its impact on the future of Navy medicine. 

"My visit here was pretty pure and simple," said Nathan. 
"I'm here to demonstrate that as the new Navy surgeon 
general, I really recognize the importance of our personnel 
management, recruiting programs, assignment programs and 
community management programs. On an absolute day-to-day 
basis, it is hard to measure what they do, but over the long run 
of Navy medicine, these people have more investment and 
make more difference than any other sector. So I'm here to 
show my support, hear their issues and make sure they know 
my door is always open to any of their issues, because I 
consider them to be vital to the success of Navy medicine." 

During the visit, Nathan sat down with several of NRC's 
medical recruiting program managers and support staff to 
share his vision as the new Navy surgeon general. 

"Vice Adm. Nathan is extremely engaging and relishes 
any opportunity to provide his vision regarding the future of 
Navy medicine," said Cmdr. Duane Eggert, NRC director of 
medical programs. "He has a diverse background garnered 
from various assignments as commanding officer at our 
largest military treatment facilities, as well as tours at Navy 
Personnel Command and on the fleet staff. He knows first-
hand the daily challenges NRC recruiters face in accessing 
quality health care professionals, thus his visit is truly an 
indication of support to CNRC's medical recruiting mission." 

"I hope my visit here helps recruiting medical programs 
staff and recruiters," said Nathan. "I hope that it makes them 
feel that if the surgeon general cares enough to travel down 
here and spend the day with me, then my job must be 
important and that he recognizes it. So I hope it will make 
them feel better about what they're doing and that I recognize 
it." 

Part of the future of Navy medicine is the quality of 
medical programs applicants who desire to serve in America's 
Navy. 

"Current active officer medical programs remain viable 
on pace to meet our active component goals by the end of FY-
12," said Eggert. "Our reserve programs provide us with 
unique challenges. However, with hard work and dedication 
exhibited by our field recruiters, along with outstanding 
oversight by CNRC medical program managers, we hope to 
mitigate and minimize the various challenges. Incentives 
remain a top priority to increase our accession pool for critical 
war-time skills specialties." 

NRC consists of a command headquarters, two Navy 
recruiting regions and 26 Navy recruiting districts which serve 
hundreds of recruiting stations across the country. 

With 70 percent of the world covered in ocean, 80 percent 
of the world's population living near coasts and 90 percent of 
the world's commerce traveling by water, America's Navy 
continues to be forward deployed as a global force for good. 
Navy Recruiting Command's mission is to recruit the best men 
and women for America's Navy to accomplish today's 
missions and meet tomorrow's challenges. 
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31. Mayport Navy Chief Returns From Afghanistan 
(WJXT NEWS4JAX TV 09 FEB 12) 

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. - Command Master Chief Dave 
Anderson is being called a hero. But don't tell him that. He'll 
disagree. 

Hero or not, there were no arguments when family, 
friends and colleagues said it was good to have him home after 
six months in Afghanistan. 

Anderson returned to Jacksonville on Thursday afternoon 
as those close to him waited for the arrival of Naval Station 
Mayport's top enlisted man. 

"He's great husband, great father, I'm proud to call a 
friend as well as a colleague," said Capt. Doug Cochrane. 

"It's great, home, good to be home," Anderson said. "We 
all talk about what we're going to do when we get home. Go 
down to the beaches, go to TacoLu, get some good chow." 

Anderson has simple pleasures in mind, but he also has 
shipmates he grew close to overseas that he's thinking of. 

His captain calls him a hero, but he points back to the war 
zone. 

"I'm not a hero. The heroes are still back in Afghanistan," 
Anderson said. 

"They're pretty cranked up about Master Chief Anderson 
coming home," Cochrane said. "He's an absolute hero to those 
kids, and what a great example. What a great example to 
follow. We're lucky to have him." 

Anderson is lucky to have a supportive spouse. Lt. Candy 
Anderson has also served overseas as a Navy nurse, so she 
understands the sacrifice and the need for family support when 
a Sailor gets home. 

Dave decided to volunteer to go overseas just two months 
after Candy came home from deployment in Afghanistan. 

"We've done some talking the past couple days, getting 
things off our chest, and it's nice to be able to relate to each 
other," Candy said. "He knows what I went through. I know 
what he's going through." 

"We manage, both very proud of each other, and when 
you're a military family, you cope," Dave said. "You do what 
your country asks you to do. And when you get the call, you 
go." 

Dave Anderson won't be back at Mayport long. Cochrane 
said it's bittersweet because Anderson's next assignment is in 
about five weeks in Washington D.C. with the Navy 
Ceremonial Guard. 

View Gallery (8 Photos) 
View Clip (RT: 2:49) 
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Broadcast Clip - Mayport's Highest Enlisted Sailor 

Back Home 
(WTEV CBS JACKSONVILLE (FL) 09 FEB 12) Dee 

Registre 
JACKSONVILLE, Fla. -- It's a story of dedication and 

sacrifice. After six months in the Afghanistan desert, 
Command Master Chief Dave Anderson is back home with his 
wife by his side. 

"It's good to be home. It's good to be back in Jacksonville 
especially," he said. 

Chief Anderson volunteered to go. And it came just days 
after his wife, a Navy nurse, returned from a year in 
Afghanistan. 

"I was like really, I just got back. But he felt he had a 
mission to accomplish," said his wife, Candy Anderson. 

"The Navy called. They asked, will you and I said, yes," 
Dave said. 

Master Chief Anderson deployed alone to help Marines 
and soldiers on the ground. "When you are military family, 
you cope. And you do what the military calls you to do. When 
you get the call, you go," he said. 

And though this was his eighth deployment, he says he is 
no different from any other service member who wears the 
uniform. 

"I'm not a hero. The heroes are still back in Afghanistan," 
said Master Chief Anderson. 

"It's nice to be able to have someone that knows what it's 
like, and I know what he is going through," said Candy. It's a 
shared sacrifice that brings them together when they are 
standing side by side or are miles apart. 

Candy and Dave Anderson will be packing again. This 
time to Washington D.C. Dave is being reassigned to the Navy 
Ceremonial Guard. Candy will be working at the Walter Reed 
Medical Center. 

View Clip (RT: 1:35) 
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32. Navy Senior Chief Dishonorably Discharged For Sex Abuse 
(KITSAP (WA) SUN 09 FEB 12) 

BREMERTON — A Navy senior chief based at Naval 
Base Kitsap has been dishonorably discharged for sexual 
abuse and other violations, according to a Naval Region 
Northwest spokesman. 

James D. Thomas, a culinary specialist, was tried and 
convicted in a military court-martial for two counts of 
wrongful sexual contact, three counts of unlawful striking, 
touching or grabbing and two counts of violating the Navy's 
sexual harassment policy, said Navy spokesman Dale Davis. 

Thomas has been demoted from senior chief petty officer 
to seaman recruit and dishonorably discharged from the Navy, 
Davis said. 

"Our thoughts go out to the victims of (these) offenses, 
and we will continue to do all in our power (to) stop them 
from happening, and to prosecute those who perpetrate them," 
Davis said. 

Thomas was initially charged with five counts of failure 
to obey general orders or regulations, three counts of wrongful 
sexual contact and nine counts of unlawfully striking, touching 
or grabbing. 

Davis said he could not release additional details about 
the case or the allegations. An automatic appeals process has 
begun in the case, Davis said. 
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33. Top Enlisted Fired Amid Relationship Allegation 
(NAVY TIMES 09 FEB 12) ... Sam Fellman 

The top enlisted man on a Bangor, Wash.-based ballistic-
missile submarine was fired Jan. 3 for “administrative 
reasons” amid allegations that he was having an inappropriate 
relationship with a female Naval Academy midshipman 
onboard, a Submarine Group 9 spokesman confirmed 
Thursday. 

Master Chief Electronics Technician (SS) David Turley 
had been chief of the boat of Nebraska’ gold crew before he 
was fired by Capt. Paul Skarpness, then-commander of 
Submarine Squadron 17, SUBGRU 9 spokesman Lt. Ed Early 
said. Turley is the first top enlisted member at a command 
fired in 2012; 13 were fired last year. 

Turley’s relief came only a month after the first female 
submariners arrived in the fleet. They began reporting to 
ballistic-missile subs Wyoming and Maine and guided-missile 
subs Georgia and Ohio. 

It wasn’t apparent why the Navy, which has ordered an 
investigation of the allegations, did not disclose the firing until 
pressed by Navy Times. Early said that Turley was fired for 
“administrative reasons,” unconnected with the allegations of 

an inappropriate relationship, and that since Turley wasn’t 
relieved for cause, there was no requirement to make his relief 
public. 

Early declined to release names of others allegedly 
involved or explain the nature of the allegations, citing privacy 
concerns. Early was also unable to immediately say what date 
the investigation began or what had prompted it. 

“Appropriate actions were taken for those who did not 
meet the high standards we expect,” Early said, but declined to 
say whether those actions involved crew members other than 
Turley. 

Turley, 41, of Gardenville, Nev., joined the Navy in 1991, 
according to Navy Personnel Command records. Over his 21-
year career, he served aboard eight subs and joined the gold 
crew as COB in April 2010. Turley was selected for E-9 last 
May and frocked later on, Early said. 

Turley has been reassigned to Naval Submarine Support 
Center Bangor. 

Turley did not immediately reply to an email seeking 
comment. 
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FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
34. Analysis: Navy May Benefit In Revamped Military 
(NAVY TIMES 09 FEB 12) ... Ledyard King 

WASHINGTON — Defense Secretary Leon Panetta 
wants to “rebalance our global and presence to emphasize 
where we think the potential problems will be in the world” 
with the goal of producing a leaner, more rapidly deployable 
military. 

Translation: Shrink land forces and rely more on the 
Navy. 

At least that’s the early take on the secretary’s blueprint, 
which calls for spending cuts of $487 billion over the next 
decade, another round of base closures, and a significant 
reduction in Army and Marine troop levels. 

It’s part of the Pentagon’s strategy to shift from a 
conventional, land-based mission that’s been central to 
conflicts in Iraq and Afghanistan to one more capable of 
quick-strike capabilities in hot spots such as the Middle East 
and the Asia Pacific region. At the same time, the Pentagon 
must meet congressionally mandated spending reductions. 

Panetta has announced that the Navy will: 

 Maintain its fleet of 11 aircraft carriers with 10 air 
wings. 

 Modernize its submarine fleet in a design that will 
allow new Virginia-class submarines to carry more 
cruise missiles. 

 Spend more to upgrade sensors for aircraft, ships and 
missiles, and to buy the most advanced electronic 
warfare and communications capabilities. 

 Keep its current Marine troop strength in the Pacific 
despite an overall reduction in force from 202,000 to 
182,000. 

 Protect the “highest-priority and most flexible ships” 
such as the Arleigh Burke destroyers and littoral 
combat ships. 

“The goal here is to focus on those areas that involve the 
greatest concern,” Panetta said. “And that means, frankly, that 
we need a strong Navy, a strong Navy in the Pacific, a strong 
Navy in the Middle East, a strong Navy across the world.” 

Charles Nemfakos, former deputy assistant defense 
secretary for Installations and Logistics, said it’s unlikely any 
branch of the military will escape the effects of such major 
spending cuts. 

But the Navy is probably better positioned to adapt, he 
said. 

“One of the premiums that the nation gets from making 
investments in the Navy is the fact that (it’s) very flexible and 
can therefore pivot more gracefully because that’s what you’re 
paying for,” said Nemfakos, who retired from the Pentagon in 
2001 and is now a senior fellow at the Rand Corporation, a 
research organization. 

That flexibility could bode well for Florida installations in 
the Panhandle, notably Pensacola Naval Air Station and 
Whiting Field Naval Air Station in Milton. They house 
missions that seem to dovetail with the nimbler Navy Panetta 
is touting, said Rep. Jeff Miller, R-Chumuckla. 

Miller represents both bases and sits on the House Armed 
Services Committee. 

Pensacola NAS includes Corry Station, home to the 
Center for Information Dominance. If missions such as cyber 
warfare become more important in a revamped military, Corry 
will play an essential role, he said. 

More importantly, Panetta’s commitment to an 11-carrier 
fleet means the Navy will need plenty of aircraft. That should 
offer plenty of opportunities to train pilots — a main reason 
Pensacola and Whiting Field exist. 

The naval air stations do all the Navy’s rotary-wing 
aircraft training and most of the fixed-wing training, Miller 
said. 

“Carrier-based aviation appears to be an area of 
significant focus,” he said. “And I would say that this suggests 
the training missions in and around Northwest Florida will 
remain healthy as the demand for naval aviators remains 
robust.” 

Unmanned drones have increasingly played a crucial role 
in U.S. military strategy. Some drone training takes place at 
Eglin Air Force Base. 

Experts say an expected increase in drone use shouldn’t 
mean a major decrease in training at Whiting Field or 
Pensacola. 

“It would be foolish to say there’s no implication,” 
Nemfakos said. “But having said that, I don’t see drones 
replacing manned naval aircraft. I see drones being an 
enormous supplement to (existing) capabilities.” 

That’s not to say the Navy won’t be affected by the 
budget cuts as well. 

Panetta’s plan includes another round of base closings 
that could shutter or shrink some naval installations. 

Nemfakos thinks the consolidation of commands at 
Pensacola during earlier realignments makes the naval air 
station well-equipped to withstand another round. And Miller 
thinks that the just-announced temporary transfer of an F-18 
training mission from Virginia to Whiting Field is a sign the 
Pentagon views the Milton facility as a valued operation. 

Panetta also wants to retire “lower-priority” cruisers that 
have not been upgraded with ballistic missile defense 
capability or that require significant maintenance, as well as 
some combat logistics and fleet support ships. 

And he’s proposing to slow down purchase of the costly 
F-35 Joint Strike Fighter. 

Ret. Navy Capt. Jan M. van Tol, a senior fellow at the 
Center for Strategic and Budgetary Assessments, said the 
slowdown shouldn’t mean the weapon will be scrapped. 

“All of the services are basically heavily invested in the 
F-35,” said van Tol, who served as special adviser to the vice 
president. “It’s the only game in town at this point.” 

Nemfakos said there’s a fairly simple reason why the 
Army, and to a lesser extent the Marines, could bear a 
disproportional brunt of the cuts. 

“When you’re making a large reduction and when so 
many of your resources are people-related, it’s inevitable that 
reduction will be taken in areas that have more people as 
opposed to things,” he said. 

Van Tol said the nation is okay with moving away from 
large Army operations, which may benefit the Navy. 
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“The Army guys, I feel for them in a sense, because 
they’ve been a good and faithful servant,” he said. “But they 
face the question, what will the country want us to do in the 

future? And frankly I don’t think either party or any important 
actor politically foresees large-scale ground wars in the near 
term.” 
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35. Fears Of 'Hollow Force' Unfounded, Lawmakers Told 
(MILITARY UPDATE 09 FEB 12) ... Tom Philpott 

The Congressional Research Service has a message for 
those who suggest planned defense budget cuts and military 
compensation curbs will return America to the "hollow force" 
era of the 1970s. 

Such references, in light of current force quality and the 
amount of money used to modernize weapons, infrastructure 
and benefit programs over the past decade, might be deemed 
"inappropriate," CRS advises in a new report, "A Historical 
Perspective on 'Hollow Forces.' " 

A delicate issue in preparing the report must have been 
who to caution. The authors, defense specialists Andrew 
Feicket and Stephen Daggett, direct their advice to “military 
leaders.” But the specter of a hollow force seems more often 
to be raised these days by lawmakers, particularly by 
Republicans who suggest the Obama administration is willing 
to allow readiness to fray. CRS exists to serve Congress, 
however, not to chastise it. 

Five of seven suspected causes for the sorry state of the 
armed forces after the Vietnam War, while transitioning to an 
all-volunteer military, are “non-applicable” to today’s 
military, the report says. The current force isn’t buffeted by 
low public support, severe recruiting and retention challenges, 
lousy pay, obsolete equipment or inadequate maintenance 
dollars. 

If there’s an issue with troop morale today it’s due mostly 
to frequent deployments, a problem that is easing, the report 
says. And while an era of smaller budgets has arrived, the 
current inventory of modernized equipment “appears 
relatively robust,” the report says. 

“Most of the conditions that existed in the 1970s do not 
exist today,” it says. “It also is unlikely…even in the case of 
drastically reduced military funding and a smaller military, 
[that] recruit quality would decline, pay and benefits would be 
drastically cut or U.S. public support for the military would 
significantly decline,” all of which happened after Vietnam. 

Republicans criticize the administration on two fronts 
regarding defense spending in the next decade. They don’t like 
how $488 billion in cuts through 2021 are to be implemented, 
as outlined by Defense Secretary Leon Panetta in late January, 
though Congress did agree to the overall size of these cuts in 
last year’s Budget Control Act. 

They also don’t like Obama holding lawmakers to an 
onerous deal struck last August: that if a bipartisan “super 
committee” couldn’t reach agreement by last Christmas on 
cutting at least a trillion dollars more of the federal debt, then 
a “sequestration” of automatic cuts would begin in 2013. 
About half of that cut would be applied to defense over 10 
years unless Congress agrees on a different response to the 
super committee debacle. 

On Panetta’s plan for the first set of cuts, to drawdown 
ground forces by 100,000 and rely more on unmanned systems 
and Special Forces units, Rep. Howard P. "Buck" McKeon (R-
Calif.) chairman of the House Armed Services Committee, 
said impact will be “far deeper than Congress envisioned in 

the Budget Control Act, because of strategic choices the 
President has made.” 

On the sequestration cuts, McKeon seeks to derail them. 
He backs the Down Payment to Protect National Security Act 
(HR 3662), which would protect military budgets by 
continuing to freeze federal salaries and cutting the workforce 
by 10 percent over 10 years by refusing to fill job vacancies. 

“Last year, when the Super Committee failed, I pledged 
that I would not be the chairman who would preside over the 
hollowing out of our military. I renew that commitment 
today,” McKeon said Jan. 26. 

Five days later, CRS released its report suggesting 
“hollow force” is a hot button term being used today 
inappropriately, at least by some. 

“An informed discussion may be best served by military 
leaders avoiding reference to a ‘hollow force’ and adopting a 
more measured approach to inform Congress and other 
decision makers about their concerns for the future state of the 
U.S. military,” the report says. 

It notes that Gen. Edward C. Meyer, then Army chief of 
staff, introduced the term “hollow Army” during May 1980 
testimony before the House Armed Services Committee. Pay 
and benefits had eroded so dramatically that the Army a year 
earlier had missed its recruiting target by 15,000 and the Navy 
was short 20,000 petty officers. Six of 10 Army divisions 
stateside were deemed “not combat ready.” 

Obama’s 2013 budget request, to be released Feb. 13, will 
propose higher TRICARE fees for all military retirees. It also 
will assume full military pay raises in 2013 and 2014 but 
smaller increases starting in 2015. 

CRS notes that basic pay has climbed by 35 percent since 
2001. 

“When increased housing allowances, subsistence 
allowances and enlistment and reenlistment bonuses are 
added, total take home pay has increased even more. And 
when increases in retirement benefits, due to TRICARE for 
Life medical benefits and concurrent receipt of military pay 
and veterans disability benefits, are considered, military 
compensation has grown more than 55 percent above inflation 
since fiscal year 1998,” the report says. 

Yet CRS cautions against reducing military compensation 
to address budget deficits. 

"Congress might want to consider carefully how such 
changes would affect the quality of the force [if] the economy 
recovers and private employment prospects for potential 
military-age recruits improves, making the military a less 
attractive employment option,” it says. 

But a hollow force? Cultural and economic conditions 
facing today's military "bear little resemblance" to the post-
Vietnam era, CRS concludes. So while significant budget cuts 
could "have a major impact on force structure and weapon 
programs," senior military leaders will determine how 
resources are allocated, and avoiding that hollow force “may 
be expected to remain an overarching priority.” 
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The authors might have added that "hollow force" will 
continue to be heard, loudly and often, in the upcoming budget 

debates. 
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36. Admiral Praises Role Of Virginia Class Submarines 
(PORTSMOUTH (NH) HERALD 09 FEB 12) ... Deborah McDermott 

WASHINGTON, D.C. — The Virginia class of 
submarines received high praise Thursday from a Navy 
admiral testifying before the Senate Armed Services 
Committee. 

The Virginia class submarines were among the military 
equipment mentioned by Defense Secretary Leon Panetta as 
he works to cut some $487 billion over the next 10 years. He 
recommends that work on one sub set to be built in the next 
several years be delayed and recommends reconditioning the 
Virginia class to include more missile capabilities. 

The Virginia class subs are overhauled by Portsmouth 
Naval Shipyard, with the first in the class, USS Virginia, now 
at the yard. 

During testimony Thursday, the nominee to be 
commander of U.S. Pacific Command, Admiral Samuel 

Locklear, called the Virginia class “the backbone of our attack 
submarine force today.” He made the comment in response to 
a question from Sen. Kelly Ayotte, R-N.H., about the 
submarine’s overall performance. 

“It provides us worldwide coverage in covert ways,” 
Locklear said. “It is a critical element of any combatant 
commander’s higher end campaigns or campaign planning, 
whatever that might be.” 

His testimony “underscores the importance of the 
Virginia class submarine to our Navy’s readiness, and 
Portsmouth Naval Shipyard plays a critical role in maintaining 
our submarine fleet,” Ayotte said. “Portsmouth has led the 
way among the four public shipyards in Virginia class 
submarine maintenance, giving the workers there unique and 
invaluable experience.” 
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37. Autonomy Is Key To Submarine Drones 
Navy Says Autonomy Is Key To Robotic Submarines 
(LOS ANGELES TIMES 09 FEB 12) ... W.J. Hennigan 

WASHINGTON -- Achieving complete autonomy in 
future robotic submarines is crucial to the Navy's plans to use 
drone technology. 

This was the message of several speakers at the Assn. for 
Unmanned Vehicle Systems International's robotic conference 
at the Omni Shoreham Hotel who said that submarine drones 
could be useful in a variety of roles in science and national 
security. 

Unlike aerial drones, which are remotely controlled using 
GPS signals and data links, robotic submarines would not be 
able to receive satellite commands as they scour the ocean 
floor. So the machines need to be able to navigate on their 
own to carry out missions. 

Submarine drones would need advanced onboard 
computers to detect and dodge mountains jutting from the sea 
bed. 

Rear Adm. Matthew Klunder, chief of naval research at 
the Office of Naval Research in Arlington, Va., said 
submarine autonomy would someday have a place on the short 
list of historic naval achievements. 

There are development projects underway around the 
country. In Southern California, Boeing Co. has been testing 
an 18-foot bright-yellow submarine drone off the coast of 
Santa Catalina Island. 

Boeing first tested the sub in its 1-million-gallon test pool 
in Anaheim, which was the birthplace of the guidance systems 
for the world's first nuclear sub. 
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38. Ease Buying Of Unmanned Systems, Branch Head In Navy Expeditionary Warfare Says 
(DEFENSE DAILY 10 FEB 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

A branch head in the Navy's Expeditionary Warfare 
Division wants to make it easier for the military to buy small 
unmanned systems to keep pace with emerging technologies 
and warfighter requirements. 

One way of doing that, Capt. Evin Thompson said, is to 
encourage contractors to certify their unmanned systems with 
the General Services Administration (GSA), which can 
streamline government procurement through its Multiple 
Award Schedule Program. 

"You need to get on a GSA schedule," Thompson told an 
industry gathering at a symposium hosted by the Association 
for Unmanned Vehicle Systems International. "GSA is a 
wonderful thing," he added. 

A program of record is needed for "huge acquisition 
programs" but can be "cumbersome" for small unmanned 
systems already established and deployed by the Navy, 
Thompson said. 

Small UAVs have been saving lives, are a critical tool for 
special operations units and expeditionary warfare, and need 
to be more readily available, he said. 

GSA's Multiple Award Schedule Program, or MASP, 
allows companies to put a product under a schedule contract to 
make it easier for federal employees to purchase items and 
services under pre-negotiated prices and delivery terms 
through open competition. 

GSA says the program establishes prices that are already 
"deemed fair and reasonable" and helps eliminate the amount 
of time associated with responding to requests for proposals 
(RFP) and avoid protracted negotiations. 

Thompson also urged industry to look for more ways to 
arm, or add "kill punch" to, unmanned systems. While many 
are capable in providing intelligence, surveillance and 
reconnaissance (ISR), they often still require a manned system 
or mortar units to hit targets identified by UAVs. More armed 
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UAVs would help close the gap between identifying and taking out a target, he said. 
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39. Pentagon Budget Is Said To Fund First Northrop Global Hawk Drones For NATO 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 09 FEB 12) ... Tony Capaccio 

The Pentagon proposes in its new budget to spend $1.2 
billion for the first three NATO-version Northrop Grumman 
Corp. Global Hawk drones and three additional U.S. Navy-
version drones, according to an official. 

The North Atlantic Treaty Organization announced this 
month it planned to buy five of the unmanned aircraft, known 
as the Alliance Ground System, through 2017. Defense 
Secretary Leon Panetta told reporters Feb. 4 without 
elaboration that “we have protected funding for AGS in our 
new budget.” 

The budget also calls for purchasing the next three Navy 
drones of the version known as the Broad Area Maritime 
Surveillance System, said the official, who spoke on condition 
of anonymity in advance of the budget’s submission to 
Congress on Feb. 13. The Navy has two demonstration 
models, one of which is flying Persian Gulf surveillance 
missions. It plans to purchase as many as 68. 

The budget request will help Falls Church, Virginia-based 
Northrop Grumman after the Air Force announced it’s 
truncating purchases of its third-generation Block 30 drones. 
The aircraft have proven too expensive to operate and 
maintain, Air Force officials told reporters last month. 

The Air Force has spent $3.4 billion developing and 
buying 18 Block 30 drones. It hasn’t disclosed whether it will 
put on contract an additional three drones for which Congress 
approved money, according to Air Force spokeswoman 
Jennifer Cassidy. 

The Air Force program had called for buying 31 Block 30 
Global Hawks. The Air Force hasn’t formally announced that 
it will forgo purchase of the remaining 10. 

Air Force Chief of Staff General Norton Schwartz told 
reporters Jan. 27 that the service was reviewing whether to 
retire the initial 18 new aircraft rather than continue flying 
them. 

Boeing Aircraft 
Separately, the fiscal 2013 budget continues purchases of 

two primary Boeing Co. aircraft -- the F/A-18E/F Super 
Hornet and P-8 Poseidon maritime control aircraft, according 
to the official. 

The fiscal 2013 budget includes about $3.2 billion to 
continue purchases of 26 additional fighter versions, down 
from 28 this year. 

The budget also includes 12 “G”-model Boeing Growler 
aircraft for jamming enemy electronics and air defense radar, 
the same number as last year, the official said. 

The Navy’s budget request for 13 Boeing P-8 maritime 
patrol aircraft is two more than this year. The proposed budget 
requests $3.3 billion. 

For vessels, the Navy will continue to purchase two 
additional Virginia-class submarines for $4.3 billion, before 
reducing the number by one in fiscal 2014, the official said. 
The deferred submarine will be purchased in 2018, the official 
said. 

Huntington Ingalls Industries Inc. and General Dynamics 
Corp.’s Electric Boat unit build the Virginia class. 
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40. Mideast, European Allies Eye Fire Scout Drone 
(AOL DEFENSE 09 FEB 12) ... Carlo Munoz 

WASHINGTON - The Navy's venerable Fire Scout 
unmanned drone could go global if service leaders can lock in 
agreements with a number of key European and Mideast 
allies. 

Navy leaders are considering foreign military sales of the 
Northrop Grumman-built Fire Scout to Kuwait, Pakistan and 
the Netherlands, according to a presentation by Marine Corps 
Col. James Rector, head of the small tactical unmanned aerial 
systems division at Naval Air Systems Command. Aside from 
the U.S. Navy, the Fire Scout is being flown by naval forces in 
Colombia, Tunisia, Poland and Iraq, according to PowerPoint 
slides from Rector's speech at the Association for Unmanned 
Vehicle Systems International's annual program review in 
Washington yesterday. He could not comment specifically on 
where the Pentagon was in the negotiations, noting that all 
FMS talks were still preliminary. 

If the Navy can secure deals with Islamabad, Amsterdam 
and Kuwait City, the Fire Scout will be one of many pieces of 
U.S. naval hardware heading to allied forces. Australia and 
Japan are reportedly in informal talks with the Air Force over 
a potential purchase of the service's Global Hawk unmanned 
aircraft. International interest in the high-altitude unmanned 
drone is still strong, despite the Pentagon's failure to secure a 

deal with South Korea for the aircraft late last year. NATO's 
already secured a deal to buy the Block 40 version of the Air 
Force drone for their forces. 

To that end, Australia has already agreed to buy the 
several copies of the Navy's newest version of the MH-60 
combat helicopter, joining Thailand as the two foreign 
militaries to fly the Sikorsky-Lockheed Martin built rotorcraft. 
South Korea and and Saudi Arabia also considering deals to 
buy the Navy helo. The rise in foreign military sales highlight 
a trend among American defense industry firms, who are 
reaching out to growing markets in Asia and the Middle East 
to keep their spreadsheets in the black. U.S. defense firms are 
entering a "about a five- to seven-year window of opportunity 
that only comes along once in a while in the international 
arena," Boeing military aviation chief Chris Chadwick told 
AOL Defense earlier this year. The potential sales that could 
be pushed through that window, he added, will be largely 
focused on Asia and the Middle East. However, industry 
continues to be hamstrung by excessive export restrictions on 
U.S. hardware, particularly unmanned technology. The 
Pentagon and White House are moving ahead with efforts to 
help alleviate those restrictions, since the U.S. will become 
more dependent on its allies in future conflicts. 

Return to Index 



 34

 
41. Poseidon Lands At Naval Air Station Jacksonville For Weapons Certification 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 09 FEB 12) ... Clark Pierce, Jax Air News 

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. -- A three-day conventional 
weapons technical proficiency inspection (CWTPI) for Patrol 
Squadron (VP) 30 ordnance personnel supporting the P-8A 
Poseidon aircraft began Feb. 6 

The "ordies" are pursuing their certifications to handle, 
load and deliver ordnance such as torpedoes, missiles and 
mines. 

"VX-1 at Naval Air Station Patuxent River loaned VP-30 
their Poseidon T-5 so we can maintain our schedule for 
conducting our CWTPI over the next three days," said VP-30 
Commanding Officer Capt. Mark Stevens. 

"Our ordnance professionals are shooting for a good score 
from a team of inspectors from the Maritime Patrol and 
Reconnaissance Weapon School based here at Naval Air 
Station Jacksonville. Basically, our people will receive their 
load plans and then go to work loading inert Mark-54 
torpedoes in the bomb bay of the P-8," said Stevens. 

He added that when the ordnance team was not using the 
aircraft for CWTPI, there would be training sessions aboard T-
5 for maintainers and troubleshooters who are working for 

their certifications to diagnose, service and repair the P-8A 
Poseidon multi-mission maritime aircraft. 

Lt. Cmdr. Jason Parmley from Commander Patrol and 
Reconnaissance Group serves as the lead weapons training 
officer. 

Senior Chief Aviation Electronics Technician David 
Wood, of VP-30 maintenance control, said the CWTPI is an 
important milestone in transitioning to the P-8A platform. 

"Since August of last year, we've been training a core 
group of about 80 maintainers by going on site to Boeing in 
Seattle, Washington and following that with additional P-8 
training and certifications at VX-1 in Pax River, Maryland. 

"While we have theT-5 at NAS Jax, our core group of P-8 
maintainers will also conduct walk-throughs of the aircraft to 
their VP-30 shipmates who will be part of the transition from 
the P-3 Orion to the P-8 Poseidon. Our goal is to train up and 
certify all of our VP-30 personnel so - as the Navy's P-8 fleet 
replacement squadron - we're ready to teach the P-8 to VP-16 
beginning this July." 
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42. Navy To Build Two New Oceanographic Research Vessels 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 09 FEB 12) ... Grace Jean, Office of Naval Research 

ARLINGTON, Va. -- The Navy has awarded $70 million 
to a West Coast-based shipyard to begin building the second 
of two modern oceanographic research vessels, the Office of 
Naval Research (ONR) announced Feb. 9. 

Dakota Creek Industries Inc. of Anacortes, Wash., will 
begin detail design and construction on the Ocean-class 
Auxiliary General Oceanographic Research (AGOR) vessel 
28. Naval Sea Systems Command previously awarded a 
contract for AGOR 27, the first of the two new research ships. 
The recent award brings the Navy's combined shipbuilding 
investments in the program to $145 million. 

"The ships are indispensable research tools," said Dr. 
Frank Herr, director of ONR's Ocean Battlespace Sensing 
Department. "They are the primary means by which we go to 
sea and engage the oceanographic research community to 
learn about the ocean and to develop oceanographic and 
atmospheric prediction systems to help the fleet understand 
the ocean, and plan for its operations around the world." 

The Navy, through ONR, has been a leader in building 
and providing large research ships for the nation's academic 
research fleet since World War II. The latest ships will replace 
two vessels previously Navy-built and owned. 

Designed as single-hull ships, AGOR 27 and AGOR 28 
are approximately 238-feet long and incorporate the latest 
technologies, including high-efficiency diesel engines, 
emissions controls for stack gasses, new information 

technology tools both for monitoring shipboard systems and 
for communicating with the world, and hull coatings to reduce 
maintenance requirements. Each vessel will operate with a 
crew of 20 with accommodations for 24 scientists. 

The construction phase will last 30 to 36 months per ship 
with delivery expected in late 2014 and early 2015. Once 
delivered to Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution and to 
Scripps Institution of Oceanography, respectively, the ships 
will allow scientists to continue with ongoing research efforts 
in the Atlantic, western Pacific and Indian Ocean regions. 

The U.S. academic research fleet is organized by the 
University-National Oceanographic Laboratory System 
(UNOLS), a partnership among research institutions 
consisting of 16 vessel operators. Federal agencies provide 
research grants for ocean sciences which in turn support ship 
operations via day rates charged to research users. The six 
Navy-owned vessels are among the largest in this fleet 
enabling global ranging research programs. 

ONR provides the science and technology necessary to 
maintain the Navy and Marine Corps' technological 
advantage. Through its affiliates, ONR is a leader in science 
and technology with engagement in 50 states, 70 countries, 
1,035 institutions of higher learning and 914 industry partners. 
ONR employs approximately 1,400 people, comprising 
uniformed, civilian and contract personnel, with additional 
employees at the Naval Research Lab in Washington, D.C. 
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43. Marines To Retire Their Workhorse Helicopters 
(HONOLULU STAR-ADVERTISER 09 FEB 12) ... William Cole 

The last of the Marine Corps' aging Sikorsky CH-53D Sea 
Stallion helicopters will be ceremoniously retired here Friday 
with one of the big choppers flying over to the Pacific 

Aviation Museum-Pearl Harbor to become a museum piece, 
officials said. 

The twin-engined helicopter first flew in 1964 and 
became operational in 1966, according to the Navy. In the 
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mid-1990s the Marine Corps consolidated all its remaining 
Sea Stallions at Kaneohe Bay. 

In 2003, there were 40 of the Vietnam-era transport 
choppers at the Marine Corps base. Last May, there were 32. 

Now, there are three flying in Hawaii and about 11 remaining 
in Afghanistan, officials said. 

Sea Stallions from Hawaii also flew in Iraq, but the 
choppers' more recent career record includes two fatal crashes 
in less than a year. 
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BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
44. Webb, Levin, McCain Warn No Funding For Buildup Until Congressional Requirements Met 
(PACIFIC NEWS CENTER (GUAM) 10 FEB 12) ... Kevin Kerrigan 

GUAM - Senators Carl Levin, John McCain and Jim 
Webb are all warning the Obama administration that Congress 
will not authorize funding for its plans to realign U.S. forces in 
Japan and Guam until the Pentagon complies with the 
Congressional requirements set last year in the 2012 Defense 
Authorization Act. 

Senators Levin, McCain and Webb are the architects of 
the current pause in funding for the Guam military buildup. 

Their concerns about the escalating cost of the Guam 
Buildup, which was last estimated to be as high as $21-billion 
dollars, prompted the Senators to insert language into the 2012 
National Defense Authorization Act making funding for the 
move conditional on a Defense Department review of the 
basing plans and sending additional details on the relocation of 
forces to Congress. 

Their warning follows in the wake of Wednesday's Joint 
Statement from the U.S. and Japan acknowledging that 
negotiations are underway to revise the 2006 Roadmap to 
Realignment, that the Guam move has been de-linked from the 
relocation of Futenma in Okinawa and, separately, the first 
official confirmation from Navy Secretary Robert Work that 
DoD has downsized the Guam buildup to just 4,700 Marines. 

Senator Webb Thursday issued a release reminding the 
Obama Administration that Congress has set 2 "firm 
requirements regarding our basing system on Okinawa and 
Guam," 

Those 2 requirements are: 

 First: The Commandant of the Marines must provide 
congress with a realignment master plan. 

 Second: the Defense Secretary has been ordered by 
Congress to commission an independent assessment 
of U.S. security interests, force posture, and 
deployment plans in the Pacific region. 

Those 2 requirements must be met before the current 
pause on buildup funding is lifted, warned Webb. 

In addition, the Congressional Quarterly [CQ] is reporting 
that during a confirmation hearing Thursday for Adm. Samuel 
J. Locklear III to be the next commander of U.S. Pacific 
Command, Senator Levin issued a similar warning: 

“We want to make it clear that the requirements in this 
statute that are contained in the fiscal year 2012 Defense 
Authorization bill must still be met before any funds, 
including funds provided by the government of Japan, may be 
obligated or expended to implement realignment.” 

And McCain is quoted by the CQ as saying Congress will 
wait for the Congressionally mandated reviews before 
authorizing funding for the moves. 

“It is essential that the U.S. military maintain its active 
and stabilizing presence in the Asia-Pacific region, but we 

need to get these important decisions right, and frankly, the 
Pentagon does not have a good record on this issue,” McCain 
told the QC. 

Guam Infrastructure Report Based On 8,000 Marine 
Buildup; But Senator Ada Says Projects Still Need To Be 
Done 

The Inspector General for the Department of Defense has 
released a report on the infrastructure requirements for the 
Guam buildup, which is based on what now appear to be 
outdated information on the size of that buildup. 

The IG's report was released Wednesday, February 8th, 
the same day that U.S. Navy Under Secretary Robert Work 
confirmed that it is DoD's intent to reduced the number of 
Marines to be station on Guam by about half, to 4,700. 

The conclusions in the report are based on the original 
2005 realignment agreement [see page 7 of report] which 
projected the movement of over 8,000 Marines and 9,000 
dependants. 

However Guam Senator Tom Ada said many of the 
recommendations on improvements to the island's 
infrastructure detailed in the report, will still need to be 
addressed, even if the impact of the buildup is not as great as 
previously thought. Senator Ada is Chairman of the 
Legislature's Utilities, Transportation and Public Works 
Committee. 

Among those conclusions are: 
Port Of Guam 

 The Port of Guam's cargo handling capacity must be 
upgraded to achieve the required throughput for 
military realignment. 

 The Guam commercial port bulkhead is at significant 
risk of major structural failure. 

 First Priority >>> “Correct the deteriorated structural, 
utility and infrastructural facility deficiencies and 
upgrade said facilities to modern safe standard.” 

Roads 

 49 Guam Road Network projects "deemed 
significant" to support the military realignment. 

Power Generation, Transmission And Distribution 

 "The Guam Power Authority's current and future 
projected power supply after the refurbishment of 
electrical systems are adequate to support the island-
wide power demand now and up to 2019." 

Drinking Water: 

 an additional 11.3 million gallons of water per day 
are required to meet DoD's demands for the military 
realignment. 
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Wastewater Treatment 

 Currently, the Guam wastewater plants do not meet 
primary treatment standards and lack sufficient 
capacity due to poor conditions of the existing assets. 

 The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency has 
required the Guam Waterworks Authority to install 
full secondary treatments at both wastewater 
treatment plants. 

 *NAVFAC PAC has identified $8 million in funding 
needed for the interim wastewater capacity upgrade 
at the Northern District Wastewater Treatment Plant. 
However, NAVFAC has yet to obtain authority for 
obligating the identified funds. 

 The USEPA will not grant any permits for new 
connections to the sewer lines unless interim 
improvements are implemented. 

 Consequently, temporary housing for the 
construction workforce would not be available due to 
the lack of sewer connections. 

Solid Waste 

 All civilian solid waste operations are under the 
control of a court appointed receiver. 

 A new landfill – Layon Landfill – was constructed. 

 The DOD’s plan is to expand its recycling program 
and send all of its solid waste, with the exception of 
construction and demolition waste, to Layon Landfill. 

Communications 

 The government of Guam and DOD in Guam 
currently only have the basic 911 services that cannot 
process a caller’s telephone number and location 
automatically. 

 The telephone number and location information of 
calls originating from inside DOD installations are 
not automatically provided to DOD emergency 911 
operators by the DOD installations' Public Safety 
Answering Points. 

 We recommend that the Navy’s, Operational Navy 
(OPNAV) N2/N6 prepare, complete, and coordinate 
programs to upgrade the basic emergency 911 system 
to an Enhanced 911 system. 

 Additionally, until the Enhanced 911 system is 
installed and operational, we recommend advising 
incoming military personnel and their families, 
during island inprocessing, about the 911 limitations. 

View DoD's Inspector General Report (PDF) 
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45. Japan, U.S. Hoping To Conjure Better Ending After Failed Scenario 
(KYODO NEWS 10 FEB 12) ... Takuya Karube and Yasushi Azuma 

TOKYO/WASHINGTON -- Japan and the United States 
made a momentous decision this week about the future of their 
long-standing security alliance, finally acknowledging that the 
road map plan for the realignment of thousands of Marines 
stationed in Okinawa, mapped out in 2006, is no longer 
feasible. 

What Japan and the United States are now trying to do is 
conjure up a better scenario by around this spring to show that 
the strategic partnership between the two countries is actually 
improving. 

The two countries released a joint statement Wednesday, 
saying they will "adjust" the 2006 road map by delinking both 
the transfer of some of the troops to Guam and resulting land 
returns to Okinawa Prefecture from progress on the long-
stalled relocation of the Marine Corps' Futenma Air Station. 

Under the road map, they were all part of a package, and 
making tangible progress in preparing a replacement facility 
for Futenma's functions was a precondition for moving around 
8,000 of the 18,000 Marines and 9,000 dependents out of the 
small southern island prefecture to Guam. 

The two countries have yet to finalize the specifics of the 
adjustment. But the latest decision has laid the ground for the 
United States to have a freer hand in redeploying Marines to 
other locations to cope with new security challenges in the 
Asia-Pacific region. 

For Japan, this untying of the package most notably 
means that there is a great opportunity to ease the burden on 

Okinawa of hosting the bulk of U.S. forces in the country 
under a bilateral security accord. 

The Pentagon is now considering moving about 4,700 
Marines from Okinawa to Guam and the rest of the 8,000 
agreed under the road map to elsewhere in the Asia-Pacific 
region, ahead of relocating the Futenma base to another 
location in the Japanese prefecture, which has been fiercely 
opposed by local residents. 

"It was a choice between a situation in which nothing 
would move forward and going ahead first with reducing 
Okinawa's burden. I thought the latter was better," Foreign 
Minister Koichiro Gemba told a news conference after the 
release of the statement. 

Despite the new policy, Japan and the United States 
adhered to the current plan of relocating the Futenma base 
from a crowded residential area to the coast of the Marines' 
Camp Schwab in Nago, saying it is "the only viable way 
forward." 

Gemba, who started engaging in behind-the-scene talks 
on the review of the road map with his U.S. counterpart 
Hillary Clinton in mid-December, expressed hope that 
mitigating the impact of numerous military installations on 
Okinawa will be a shortcut to winning local support for the 
relocation plan. 

Many Japan watchers in the United States took the 
ongoing review of the 2006 realignment plan positively. 
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"I see this as a positive step forward," said Sheila Smith, 
senior fellow for Japan studies at the Council on Foreign 
Relations, noting that the insistence on the package deal was a 
"detriment" to overcoming the stalemate. 

"This recent movement in the conversation is very 
helpful," she said. "Now Japan and the United States should 
turn their attention to a conversation on their strategic 
priorities, a conversation that looks forward to imagine how 
the alliance should look a decade or so from now." 

The lack of headway on the Futenma issue has long been 
a major sticking point in Japan-U.S. relations. The logjam also 
prevented the two countries' top leaders from issuing a joint 
statement to set out a new vision for the security alliance on its 
50th anniversary in 2010. 

Japan and the United States said they will accelerate the 
process of working out the details of the revised road map in 
"the weeks and months ahead." 

According to the sources, Tokyo and Washington are 
considering possibly reaching an agreement on the revised 
plan between Prime Minister Yoshihiko Noda and U.S. 
President Barack Obama in Washington in April or May. 

This year marks the 100th anniversary of Tokyo's gift of 
cherry trees to Washington, which have symbolized the two 
countries' friendship, and many government officials believe it 
would be a perfect period for Noda to visit the U.S. capital 
around that time. 

There has been no formal meeting of the two countries' 
leaders in Washington since the Democratic Party of Japan, 
now headed by Noda, swept to power in September 2009. 

Tokyo's relations with Washington frayed shortly after the 
DPJ-led government was formed as the party's leader at that 
time, Yukio Hatoyama, who was premier until early June 
2010, sought to make the country more independent of U.S. 
security influence and move the Futenma air base out of 
Okinawa. 

By taking advantage of the unsuccessful road map, senior 
officials in Tokyo and Washington are hoping to let Noda and 
Obama, if they can meet this spring, state that the review of 
the reconfiguration of Marines in Okinawa would further 
enhance the alliance and reflect their shared vision for the 
maintenance of peace and security in the Asia-Pacific region. 

Bruce Klingner, senior research fellow for Northeast Asia 
at the Heritage Foundation, however, warned against 
premature optimism. 

"The U.S. has needlessly compromised military 
capabilities and significant negotiating leverage in favor of 
budgetary and political considerations," he said. 

With the delinking, Klingner said, "Japan achieved 
benefits earlier without fulfilling the preconditions required by 
the original agreement." 

Mike Mochizuki, professor of political science and 
international affairs at George Washington University, 
suggested no tangible progress is expected on the realignment 
until next year, given the political schedules for this year in 
both countries. 

"Tackling this issue may have to wait until after the next 
U.S. administration gets settled in 2013 and after Prime 
Minister Noda deals with the numerous challenges he faces 
this year," including whether to pave the way for raising the 
country's politically sensitive consumption tax to address its 
ballooning debt, Mochizuki said. 

Noda Eyes Early Visit To Okinawa To Explain New 
Base Policy 

Prime Minister Yoshihiko Noda said Thursday he intends 
to visit Okinawa Prefecture to explain to local people about 
talks with the United States on reviewing the realignment of 
U.S. forces in Japan. 

"I'll create an opportunity as soon as possible to explain to 
the people in Okinawa," Noda said at a session of the House 
of Representatives' Budget Committee, without providing a 
specific timeframe. 

He made the remark a day after Japan and the United 
States released a joint statement on adjusting a 2006 bilateral 
accord and delinking the relocation of the U.S. Marine Corps' 
Futenma Air Station within the prefecture and subsequent 
return of land south of the U.S. Air Force's Kadena base from 
the transfer of Marines from Okinawa to Guam. 

On concerns that the realignment may lead Futenma to 
remain where it is, Noda said, "While maintaining deterrent 
power, we will ease the burden on Okinawa at an early date 
and negotiate to avoid Futenma remaining fixed in its present 
location." 

Under the current plan, Futenma will be moved from 
Ginowan to a less densely populated coastal area in Nago, but 
the local government and residents are deeply opposed to this 
and want the base moved outside the prefecture, which has 
long hosted the bulk of U.S. forces in Japan. 

Noda said the plan is the "only viable" one to relocate the 
Futenma base and that forthcoming negotiations will be 
conducted in this context. 

Meanwhile, Okinawa Governor Hirokazu Nakaima said 
keeping Futenma permanently should be avoided as it is "the 
most dangerous (military) base in the world," referring to its 
location in a densely populated residential area. 

"There should be no country that keeps a dangerous base 
next to people," Nakaima told reporters in the Diet building 
after meeting Noda and all Cabinet ministers to listen to the 
central government's plan for legal revisions aimed at 
promoting economic development in Okinawa. 

Speaking at the committee session, Foreign Minister 
Koichiro Gemba did not rule out the possibility that Japan's 
share of the Guam relocation cost may be revised in line with 
the realignment review. 

Japan agreed with the United States in 2006 to pay $6.09 
billion of the $10.27 billion Guam relocation cost. 

Gemba, meanwhile, indicated the need for ministers 
dealing with Okinawa affairs to get aboard the MV-22 Osprey 
vertical takeoff and landing aircraft. "It is important to take 
steps to allay the fears of Okinawa (residents)," Gemba said. 

The United States is scheduled to deploy the Osprey 
aircraft to Futenma within this year, but local residents are 
anxious about the plane's noise and safety given its history of 
fatal crashes during test flights. 

U.S. Asks Japan To Pay Full Marine Transfer Costs 
To Iwakuni Base 

The U.S. government has asked Japan to shoulder the full 
costs of relocating about 1,500 U.S. Marines from Okinawa 
Prefecture to one of its bases in western Japan during the two 
nations' talks to review a plan to realign Marines in Okinawa, 
sources close to bilateral ties said Thursday. 

Washington is looking at relocating the logistics support 
troops, particularly the 1st Marine Aircraft Wing, to the 
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Marine Corps' Iwakuni Air Station in Yamaguchi Prefecture, 
the sources said. 

Tokyo has expressed reluctance about the U.S. proposal 
to transfer the 1,500 Marines, bearing in mind local 
opposition, the source said. 

The 1,500 military personnel are part of around 8,000 
Marines who were all originally scheduled to move from 
Okinawa to Guam, based on a 2006 bilateral accord on the 
realignment of U.S. forces in Japan. 

Under that deal, the transfer hinged on progress in 
relocating the U.S. Marine Corp's Futenma Air Station from 
Ginowan to the less densely populated area in Nago, both 
within Okinawa. 

Many officials within the Japanese government believe 
the Iwakuni transfer is not feasible because of opposition from 
the local governments and communities in Yamaguchi and the 
city of Iwakuni. 

But the government will likely be in a tight spot between 
the local residents and the United States, which may try to 
reach an agreement on the matter during the two-plus-two 
meeting of foreign and defense ministers in late April, the 
sources said. 

The United States asked Japan to pay for the costs, noting 
that the move will lead to easing Okinawa's burden in hosting 
U.S. bases, which Japan has long been seeking, the sources 

said, adding the exact amount of expenses has not been 
presented yet. 

According to the sources, if the 1,500 Marines are not 
moved to Iwakuni, they will remain in Okinawa. 

The 1st Marine Aircraft Wing is located at Camp Zukeran 
in Okinawa, and has under its wing a helicopter unit at 
Futenma. 

Camp Zukeran is part of the bilateral accord for the 
United States to return facilities and land it occupied south of 
the U.S. Air Forces' Kadena base in Okinawa. 

Local residents in Yamaguchi are protesting against 
additional burdens, as the 2006 accord already includes plans 
for the Iwakuni base to accommodate U.S. carrier-borne 
fighter jets from the U.S. Navy's Atsugi base in Kanagawa 
Prefecture, southwest of Tokyo, as well as aerial tankers based 
at the Futenma base. 

Yamaguchi Gov. Sekinari Nii said earlier that unless 
Iwakuni is delisted as a transfer destination for the Marines, he 
would freeze a land sale to the government for U.S. military 
family housing near Iwakuni base. 

If the government fails to purchase the land, this may 
prevent the construction of housing for the U.S. military and 
threaten the transfer of the carrier air wing to Iwakuni. 

Bearing that in mind, a Japanese Foreign Ministry source 
sees the Iwakuni relocation as "unacceptable since it will 
affect the overall realignment." 
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NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
46. Historian Explains War Of 1812’s Impact On National Defense 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 09 FEB 12) ... Bradley Cantor, Emerging Media, Defense Media Activity 

WASHINGTON – The War of 1812 was a watershed 
moment in the nation’s development of a strong national 
defense system, a military historian said this week, as it 
provided justification for building up the Navy and changed 
the nation’s attitude toward strengthening the central 
government. 

Michael Crawford, a senior historian at the Naval History 
and Heritage Command, made that observation Feb. 7 during a 
“DOD Live” bloggers roundtable. 

Crawford said the United States declared war against the 
United Kingdom because “It wanted to end impressments of 
its citizens into the Royal Navy.” 

“[The United States] wanted to obtain recognition of the 
maritime rights of its merchantmen against illegal blockades, 
searches and seizures, and it wanted to stop British support of 
hostile Native Americans against the United States,” he said. 

At the time, President James Madison and his war 
planners developed a strategy to achieve these goals. That 
strategy largely focused on a land-troop invasion of British-
owned Canada, ignoring a naval strategy. It was expected to 
be a quick and decisive victory for the Americans, Crawford 
said, as British attention was focused on engagements with 
Napoleon. 

But as the Canadian campaign began, it became clear that 
it wouldn’t go as Madison and his war planners had hoped it 
would. By 1815, two and a half years after the initial 
engagement, all attempts to invade and occupy Canada had 
failed. 

During that time, Crawford said, the United States 
adopted a largely defensive posture against the British. The 
U.S. military had repulsed major invasions at Plattsburgh, 
N.Y, and in New Orleans. 

But the United States suffered a “ravaging of the shores of 
the Chesapeake Bay, a major agricultural region, and the 
capture and burning of our capital,” Crawford said. 

“Furthermore,” he added, “a tight British blockade of the 
American coast had brought the U.S. government to the brink 
of financial collapse.” 

The war eventually ended with the signing of the Treaty 
of Ghent, which restored America to its prewar conditions 
with no loss or gain, Crawford said, and the conversation 
turned toward the role The War of 1812 played in 
strengthening the Navy. 

At the onset of the war, he said, the Navy had a small 
fleet and focused largely on harbor defense. However, he 
added, it became increasingly apparent that the United States 
needed to develop naval power to avoid defeat. 

“Early in the war, we lost an army,” Crawford said. “And 
so the people in Washington -- the war planners -- quickly 
came to understand that the conquest of Canada depended on 
control of the waterways, especially Lake Ontario.” 

The result was a build-up of Navy vessels on the Great 
Lakes. By late 1814, the Navy had 400 men on ships at sea 
and 10,000 men on ships on the Great Lakes. 

This buildup allowed for some important victories during 
the war, Crawford said, but those victories also drew attention 
to losses that that resulted from insufficient naval power. He 
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cited conflicts at Lake Champlain and along the Chesapeake 
Bay as examples. 

The British had an army of 10,000 invading upstate New 
York. An American naval victory in Lake Champlain threw 
that army back into Canada, Crawford said, because without 
control of Lake Champlain, British supply lines were 
vulnerable. But a lack of U.S. naval power allowed the British 
to wreak destruction up and down the Chesapeake Bay, he 
added. 

“All of these events convinced the nation's leaders, as 
well as the nation's people, that we needed both an adequate 
navy and an adequate army if we wanted to be an adequate 
nation,” he said. 

But before the end of the war, congressional Republicans 
didn’t support building a strong Navy, Crawford said, 
believing that an ocean-going Navy would draw the United 
States into war unnecessarily and require high taxes that 
would corrupt the political system, benefit mainly financiers, 
and hurt the common people. 

But by the end of the war, he said, people of all political 
stripes witnessed the importance of having a strong, centrally 
controlled military. 

“Many Republicans and all Federalists were committed to 
a strong Navy, an adequate, professional Army, and the 
financial reforms necessary to support them,” Crawford said. 

“After the war, Congress … approved an ambitious naval 
expansion program and a regular Army of 10,000 men,” he 
continued. “They raised taxes to pay for these, and they 
created the Second National Bank as a tool for government 
financing.” 

The War of 1812 also changed the U.S. position on the 
global stage, Crawford said. 

“Before the war,” he explained, “the United Kingdom 
considered the United States to be a commercial rival and 
potential enemy, to be thwarted through confrontation 
wherever possible. After the war, the United Kingdom sought 
accommodation with the United States, considering the 
friendship of the United States as something to be curried as 
an asset.” 

This change in thinking, Crawford said, was a direct 
result of the British recognizing that the United States had 
newfound political unity, a strong Army and Navy, and sound 
fiscal underpinnings. 

Read Roundtable Transcript (PDF) 
Listen to Audio (RT: 33:57) 
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47. USS New York Featured In Discovery Channel Series "Mighty Ships" 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 09 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist Seaman Recruit Scott Youngblood, Amphibious Squadron 8 
Public Affairs 

ATLANTIC OCEAN -- A film crew from Discovery 
Channel got underway with amphibious transport dock ship 
USS New York (LPD 21) Jan. 27 to document shipboard life 
and training evolutions for the network's TV series "Mighty 
Ships." 

Discovery Channel has featured more than 30 different 
ships, from freighters to luxury liners, and is now embarked 
with New York while participating in Certification Exercise 
(CERTEX) and Bold Alligator 2012. The show will depict the 
working relationship between the Navy and Marine Corps 
services. 

CERTEX is the final certification for deployment for the 
24th Marine Expeditionary Unit and Iwo Jima Amphibious 
Ready Group. Bold Alligator 2012 is the largest naval 
amphibious exercise in the past 10 years. 

"We wanted to show how two factions of the military 
work seamlessly together to train and prepare for 
deployment," said Chris Gargus, the film crew director of 
photography. 

Gargus has been on several Navy vessels while filming 
for "Mighty Ships." 

"The enormous complexity of these fascinating vehicles 
coming aboard such as the 'floating tanks' and the massive 
LCACs (Landing Craft Air Cushion) and the noise they create, 
combined with the precision of the crew, that's what fits the 
category of Mighty Ships," said Gargus. 

Even after being aboard the New York for nearly a week, 
it hasn't been easy for the film crew to adjust to a shipboard 
lifestyle, explained Gargus. 

"It's overwhelming as a civilian coming on board a ship, 
trying to figure out how everything works, and who does 
what," said Mark Stevenson, director and writer for this 
episode. "Even with two camera crews, we can only be in two 

places at once. Having [Sailors] help us with that is critical 
because otherwise we would not be able to do it." 

"Everyone has been very helpful, the efficiency of the 
ship's Sailors for making things happen for the film crew has 
been very impressive," continued Stevenson. 

The film crew made its way through the ship's 
passageways and spaces, interviewing Sailors on topics 
ranging from flight deck operations to Visit Board Search and 
Seizure procedures. 

"They asked me about the different pressures during 
evolutions pertaining to boatswains out at sea, and directing 
Sailors under some of the most dangerous conditions 
underway," said Boatswains Mate Chief Warrant Officer 
Keith Shaw. "We wanted Discovery to understand if we're not 
on our 'A' game one hundred percent of the time, there is a 
potential for loss of life; we stay ready so we don't have to get 
ready." 

"This episode revolves on the integration of Sailors and 
Marines, and how the two groups work together to complete 
many different tasks aboard the ship while out to sea," said 
Gargus. 

"We were told from the beginning there is a great rivalry 
between the two, everything from sports to everything else," 
said Gargus. "Everyone's got their jokes about each other. But 
I saw a Navy hand reach out and a Marine arm come up from 
a rope ladder hanging off the side of the ship and pull that man 
up, and at that moment, they're both part of the same brethren, 
performing the same action and looking out for each other." 

New York is set to be featured in season six of "Mighty 
ships." The episode is slated to air in six to eight months when 
New York will be well into its maiden deployment scheduled 
for spring 2012. 
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48. First Lady, DoD: Bases Need Healthier Foods 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 09 FEB 12) ... Nancy Benac 

WASHINGTON — Hold the mystery meat: Military 
bases will soon be serving more fruits, vegetables and low-fat 
dishes under the first program in 20 years to improve nutrition 
standards across the armed services. 

First lady Michelle Obama and Pentagon officials planned 
to announce the effort Thursday during a visit to Little Rock 
Air Force Base in Arkansas, where the military has been 
experimenting with the idea through a pilot program designed 
to improve the quality and variety of foods served on base. 

It’s not just about giving members of the armed services a 
more svelte profile. 

“The Department of Defense considers obesity not only a 
national problem, but a national security issue,” said Dr. 
Jonathan Woodson, assistant secretary of defense for health 
affairs. “About a quarter of entry-level candidates are too 
overweight to actually either enter the military or sustain 
themselves through the first enlistment.” 

The Pentagon spends an estimated $4.5 billion a year on 
food services, and $1.1 billion a year on medical care related 
to excess weight and obesity. 

Under the Military Health System’s new obesity and 
nutrition awareness campaign, more fruits, vegetables, whole 
grains and lower-fat entrées will be coming to the 1,100 
service member dining halls in coming months. Healthier 

choices will be turning up in base schools, vending machines 
and snack bars, too. 

Mrs. Obama, who has been leading a campaign against 
childhood obesity, said the military effort would send a 
message to the whole nation. 

“When our service members make healthy eating a 
priority in their lives, the rest of us are more likely to make it a 
priority in our lives,” she said in a written statement. “Simply 
put, this is America’s entire military once again stepping 
forward to lead by example.” 

The first lady was visiting Little Rock as part of a three-
day national tour marking the second anniversary of her “Let’s 
Move” campaign. 

Under the new program, each of the armed services will 
be asked to update menu standards for the first time in two 
decades and to ensure that healthier food choices are available. 

“We are intent on focusing on preventable illnesses to 
help our people stay out of our clinics and hospitals by 
improving their physical condition,” Woodson said in a 
statement. 

He said surveys in the mid-1990s found that about 1 out 
of 50 members of the armed services had weight problems. By 
about 2005, the figure was 1 in 20 service members. 
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49. Veterans Affairs Secretary Salutes GI Benefit 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 10 FEB 12) ... Corinne Reilly 

NORFOLK - Department of Veterans Affairs Secretary 
Eric Shinseki made a quick stop in Norfolk on Thursday to 
visit a trade school that recently began accepting military 
veterans using the Post-9/11 GI Bill. 

A new provision that went into effect in October extended 
the GI Bill's benefits to include vocational schools. Speaking 
to reporters at Tidewater Tech, a trade school on East Princess 
Anne Road, Shinseki said that, although unemployment 
among Iraq and Afghanistan veterans is slowly falling, it is 
still far too high above the national average. 

Tidewater Tech offers training in auto repair, welding, 
building maintenance, and heating, ventilation and air 
conditioning. The campus' executive director, Yvette Wilson, 
said the number of veterans enrolling in its programs has 
increased markedly in the four months since the changes took 
effect. Of its 200 students, roughly 30 are veterans using the 
GI Bill, she said. 

"We want to help everybody, but it's especially an honor 
to serve our veterans. And we've found that employers really 
do want to hire them." 

Roughly half of Tidewater Tech's instructors are veterans, 
Wilson added. 

Shinseki, a retired Army general, began his visit by 
meeting privately with a handful of GI Bill students. After a 
quick tour of the school, where he chatted with instructors, he 
spoke to reporters, saying he was impressed with what he'd 
seen. 

He said the original GI Bill helped remake America after 
World War II, and that with the benefits that include trade 
schools, he thinks this GI Bill will do the same. 

"I'm very confident," he said, "that this generation is 
equally capable of rebuilding our nation." 
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50. Tricare Pharmacy Merger Worries Lawmakers 
(NAVY TIMES 09 FEB 12) ... Patricia Kime 

Seven lawmakers have written to the Pentagon expressing 
concern over a proposed merger between the company that 
manages Tricare’s pharmacy benefit and another corporate 
pharmaceutical giant. 

The bipartisan group, led by Reps. Walter Jones, R-N.C., 
and Joe Courtney, D-Conn., said the transaction could lead to 
higher drug prices as well as a decline in benefits. 

The lawmakers also have written to the Federal Trade 
Commission about the merger between Tricare’s pharmacy 
benefit manager Express Scripts of St. Louis, Mo., and Medco 
of Franklin Lakes, N.J. 

The FTC is investigating the deal because it would create 
a company with control of about 30 percent of all U.S. 
prescriptions — for about 135 million people — and 60 
percent of the mail-order drug market. 
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The two companies began talks last July. 
“On its face, increased concentration suggests greater 

opportunity to leverage economies of scale and realize cost 
savings,” the lawmakers wrote. “However, there is little 
evidence that increased [pharmacy benefit management] 
market concentration will significantly lower costs for 
consumers or the American taxpayer.” 

The merger is opposed by the National Community 
Pharmacists Association, which represents independent 
pharmacists, and Preserve Community Pharmacy Access 
NOW!, a coalition of 60 organizations and groups that believe 
the merger will hurt overall health care. 

“This merger would further reduce competition in the 
already concentrated [pharmacy benefit management] market 
and could lead to higher prescription drug costs, limited 
patient choice and inferior service,” NCPA Chief Executive 
Officer B. Douglas Hoey said. 

An Express Scripts spokesman said he could not comment 
on the merger because Medco operates as separate company. 

He expects the transaction to be closed during the first half of 
this year. 

“The merger will be good for patients, employers and 
health plans — including Tricare — leading to safer and more 
affordable medicines. It’s the right merger at the right time for 
the country, which very much needs more affordable health 
care,” Express Scripts spokesman Thom Gross said. 

Public Health Service Rear Adm. Thomas McGinnis, 
chief of Tricare’s pharmaceutical operations director, said the 
contract process will help keep cost increases in check. 

Express Scripts won the Tricare contract in 2008 and is in 
its third exercised option year of five. According to McGinnis, 
other companies are vying for Tricare’s business, worth $6.1 
billion in fiscal 2009. 

“The only thing we worry about is adequate competition. 
I can count five big players out there right now that are 
probably going to bid on the contract we have put on the 
streets… I don’t know how many will bid but there are some 
big players even without the merger issue,” McGinnis said. 
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51. Real Navy SEALs Go Hollywood 
(CNN 09 FEB 12) 

Real Navy SEALs act in the new action thriller movie 
“Act of Valor,” which is opening in theaters this month. For 
the first time Special Operations Forces are acting out their 
real work, shooting, high altitude jumps, and patrolling in 
murky waters. CNN spoke to the director and had an exclusive 
interview with one of the SEALs in the movie. 

View Clip (RT: 2:33) 
Broadcast Clip - Navy SEALs In Action 
(CNN 09 FEB 12) 

The Navy SEALs describe themselves as a special breed 
of warrior ready to answer our nation's call. They spell out 
their creed on their website, it says I will never quit, I'm never 
out of the fight, I will not fail. the roots of the SEALs go back 
for World War II, but the group we hear about today was 
created by President Kennedy. there are about 3,000 active 
duty SEALs. Only about 20% of the candidates make it. 

View Clip (RT: 4:43) 
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OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
52. Rapidly Aging Weapons Jeopardize National Security 
(MCCLATCHY NEWSPAPERS 09 FEB 12) ... MacKenzie Eaglen 

None of America's armed forces can meet all of the 
demands placed on them by commanders today. 

Just last week, the U.S. Navy said that for the second time 
in seven months, equipment failure prevented an amphibious 
assault ship - the USS Essex - from meeting a commitment at 
sea. 

Unfortunately, this is not surprising. The U.S. military 
faces a readiness crisis - one confronting not just its people 
and end-strength cuts - but pushing equipment to the breaking 
point. Across all services, long-standing readiness problems 
are worsening and breakdowns are happening more 
frequently. 

Adm. Jonathan W. Greenert testifying to Congress last 
July shortly before his promotion to Chief of Naval 
Operations, said: "The stress on the force is real. And it has 
been relentless." 

The overall picture is dismal: While the Navy's fleet has 
shrunk by about 15 percent since 1998, the number of ships 
deployed overseas has remained constant. Each ship goes to 
sea longer and more often, resulting in debilitating 
maintenance problems. 

Simple wear and tear is weakening defense capabilities 
across the board as the military's major platforms age after 

high wartime usage rates and a lack of major recapitalization 
since the Reagan buildup. 

An Air Force F-15C literally broke in half during flight 
some years ago. Today, every single Navy cruiser hull has 
cracks; A-10C Warthogs have fuselage fractures, and the UH-
1N Twin Huey helicopter fleet is regularly grounded. Over 
half the Navy's deployed aircraft are not ready for combat. 

Last April, the engine of a F/A-18C Hornet caught fire 
aboard the USS Carl Vinson. Last March, the engine of a 
Marine Hornet about to take off from the USS John C. Stennis 
exploded as it was about to take off. 

As these aging aircraft were bursting into flames, senior 
officials were warning Washington politicians that keeping the 
older fighter planes in safe flying condition was "one of their 
most serious challenges." 

Built in the 1980s and 1990s, the jets were designed to fly 
for 6,000 hours. Delayed delivery of the replacement F-35, 
however, has forced the services to squeeze an additional 
4,000 flight hours out of the Hornets. 

This is just a sample of the readiness problems plaguing 
those who serve in uniform. Yet, the almost-$1 trillion 
"stimulus" bill didn't contain a nickel for military 
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modernization. Instead, the president and Congress have been 
cutting defense dollars and capabilities for the past three years. 

Today, Washington wants to divert even more defense 
dollars to debt reduction - even in the face of the rapidly 
declining readiness of the U.S. military. This will only 
exacerbate the problem of how to meet the urgent need to 
conduct overdue maintenance on older ships, planes and 
vehicles. 

The latest defense budget takes a half trillion dollars out 
of military spending over the next decade even though 
Pentagon leaders expect no let up in demand for U.S. forces 
worldwide. 

Should an unforeseen crisis arise, the consequences could 
be deadly. 

While there is no quick or easy fix, admitting there is a 
problem and doing something about it should be everyone's 
priority. 

In 2010, a bipartisan blue-ribbon panel set up by Congress 
and led by Bill Clinton's Secretary of Defense and George W. 
Bush's National Security Adviser issued a stark warning about 
the worrisome state of America's military and advised 
Congress to act quickly to rebuild and modernize the U.S. 
military: 

"The aging of the inventories and equipment used by the 
services, the decline in the size of the Navy, escalating 
personnel entitlements, overhead and procurement costs, and 
the growing stress on the force means that a train wreck is 
coming in the areas of personnel, acquisition, and force 
structure." 

Meeting the military's full modernization requirements 
will "require a substantial and immediate additional 
investment that is sustained through the long term." However, 
the price of U.S. weakness will be greater in the long run. 

Mackenzie Eaglen is a resident fellow at the American 
Enterprise Institute. 
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53. Sinking Navy In Sea Of Red Ink 
Obama’s deep budget cuts will leave sailors short of ships 
(WASHINGTON TIMES 09 FEB 12) ... Rep. Duncan D. Hunter 

The Navy is the primary mechanism for projecting 
American military power around the world. For the better part 
of the past century, no corner of the globe has been off-limits, 
demonstrating that the global reach and readiness of the Navy 
is second to none. 

Under President Obama’s new defense strategy, which 
redirects focus to the Pacific, the United States will be leaning 
on the Navy even more to protect regional spheres of 
influence while keeping a watchful eye on countries such as 
China, North Korea and Russia. The new strategy is tailor-
made for the Navy, but there is one major problem ahead that 
is being exacerbated by hundreds of billions of dollars in 
defense budget cuts and the threat of even more on the 
horizon. 

The problem: The Navy, with a current fleet size of 285 
vessels, does not have enough ships. Even when the Navy’s 
last shipbuilding plan called for a fleet of 301 ships, a 2010 
report from the bipartisan Quadrennial Defense Review 
Independent Panel called for increasing the Navy to 346 ships 
in order to safely confront emerging threats in the Pacific. 

Almost two years have passed since the panel made its 
recommendation. Now the Navy is staring at ship reductions 
and project delays under the president’s fiscal 2012 budget 
proposal instead of turning its attention to effectively building 
and maintaining an adequately sized naval fleet. 

In a preview of the defense budget, Secretary of Defense 
Leon E. Panetta said the Navy will retire seven Ticonderoga-
class cruisers and two amphibious ships earlier than planned. 
Other cancellations and construction delays are also in the 
works. Meanwhile, the chief of naval operations has 
recalculated the Navy’s shipbuilding and acquisition plan, 
saying the Navy fleet will hold relatively steady at 285 ships, a 
16-ship reduction from the previous 301-ship plan. 

Even at 285 ships, which is the best-case scenario, the 
Navy is still 61 ships below the recommendation of the 
defense review panel. In the coming years, it’s a sure bet that 
the Navy will fall well below 285 ships, constituting what the 
secretary of defense said when warning against the long-term 

effects of the Budget Control Act is certain to be the smallest 
naval fleet since World War I. 

Aside from the glaring shortfall in fleet size, the existing 
inventory of ships, which is expected to carry the Navy into 
the future, is running into a series of recurring structural and 
operational problems. In just the past two years, more than 
one-fifth of Navy ships failed to meet readiness standards, 
with the USS Essex a 20-year-old flagship of Expeditionary 
Strike Group 7 as one of the latest examples. Twice in seven 
months, the Essex has been unable to fulfill its mission 
because of equipment failures. 

But it is not just older ships experiencing problems. The 
Littoral Combat Ship, a new class of warship, is an acquisition 
disaster at a cost of $537 million a vessel. Each of the two 
active ships in the LCS fleet has encountered serious 
problems. One of the vessels, the Freedom, has experienced 
significant mechanical and structural failures on four 
occasions. 

Just this month, the Freedom suffered a failure of the port 
shaft mechanical seal while undergoing sea trials. In February 
2011, a 6.5-inch crack was discovered in its hull. In May 
2010, there were problems with a water jet that required 
repair. In September 2010, one of the vessel’s gas turbines 
broke down. To a certain extent, problems in the testing phase 
are routine, but these issues are the product of a rushed 
acquisition process on the part of the Navy a process that 
clearly needs fixing. 

The Littoral Combat Ship was put on a fast track without 
any real thought about what type of mission it would fulfill. 
Speed was the most attractive element, even though its 40-
knot cruise speed has no place in littoral (close to shore) 
waters or in the Navy mission set. Fuel consumption for this 
rate of speed adds another complication, demon-strating why 
it is the wrong ship at the wrong time. 

Clearly, the Navy is facing a series of challenges that 
won’t be made any easier by large budget cuts in the near term 
and the threat of even deeper cuts over time. All the while, the 
Navy will be stepping up to facilitate a shift in global defense 
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strategy, something it will have to do with fewer ships and 
fewer sailors. 

The $450 billion in budget cuts already planned is bad 
enough, but anything more, now possible under sequestration, 
undoubtedly will hamstring the Navy and put American force 
projection at serious risk. This cannot happen, and it is the 
obligation of Congress and the president to ensure that the 
Navy and the rest of the U.S. military is adequately sized and 
equipped to meet any threat. 

When the president’s budget proposal is submitted to 
Congress in the coming days, one area of particular focus will 
be the Navy’s budget and how it conforms to the proposed 
change in defense strategy. This is one of many budget areas 

that will require careful examination by Congress throughout 
the regular budget process. 

It is not necessarily the president’s strategic plans that are 
the subject of criticism. However, if the president is going to 
fundamentally alter U.S. military strategy and limit the Navy 
in the process, then he must be honest and realistic about what 
it will take to protect our national security interests in the 
Pacific and elsewhere. 

Rep. Duncan D. Hunter, California Republican, is a 
member of the House Armed Services Committee and the first 
Marine combat veteran of the Iraq and Afghanistan wars 
elected to Congress. 
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54. Navy Will Have Fewer Ships But Same Mission 
(MOBILE PRESS REGISTER 09 FEB 12) ... Hal Pierce, Retired Navy Captain 

We saw in the news recently that the U.S. Navy is having 
to make substantial cuts in shipbuilding to support the urgent 
need for our country to return to fiscal responsibility. Other 
services are also cutting. 

What does not change is the Navy’s mission. The U.S. 
Navy is worldwide. The size of the world did not change. The 
oceans are just as wide. We will just not have as many ships, 
meaning more time at sea for our ships and Sailors and less 
time at home and with family. The military sacrifice goes on. 

With the war in Afghanistan winding down, the 
worldwide mission of the Navy remains critical. Sea lanes 
must be kept open. 

Also, in natural disasters the U.S. Navy is generally the 
first on the scene. In the Haitian earthquake, Rear Adm. Victor 
Guillory, commander of the 4th Fleet, had Navy ships reacting 
within hours. 

We ended up having 24 Navy ships in Haiti. They set up 
clinics. They fed and watered thousands. Seabees cleared 
roads and air fields so supplies could fly in and move. 

Thousands of Haitians owe their lives to the U.S. Navy. 
The same was true in the Japanese tsunami. 

In the U.S. Navy, we speak earthquake, we speak 
catastrophe, we speak tsunami. But make no mistake about it: 
We speak war. 
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55. Pentagon Should Embrace Larger Budget Cuts 
(U.S. NEWS & WORLD REPORT 09 FEB 12) ... Matthew Leatherman 

Leon Panetta thinks it would be "nuts" to sequester the 
defense budget, a view he will likely reiterate to Congress 
Monday when he unveils the 2013 Pentagon budget request. 
The process known as sequester would force a nearly $500 
billion cut in addition to $350 billion in already planned 
reductions over the next decade. 

He is not wrong. Sequester would be a mechanical 
savings process, the opposite of the discretion required for 
funding our military. But his hyperbole still is misguided. The 
additional $500 billion in cuts is entirely responsible, even if 
the process is not. 

Rather than directing another broadside at Congress, 
Secretary Panetta and the Obama administration should 
embrace the larger savings target and use the 2013 funding 
debate to lay out a plan that manages the process instead of 
automating it. 

Some perspective: The Congressional Budget Office 
calculated last August, immediately after Congress passed a 
sweeping federal debt-reduction deal, that continuing at that 
spending rate would cost the United States $5.7 trillion on 
national defense between 2013 and 2021. That is before 
adding in the costs of the wars-but also before crediting 
Congress for getting a head start on the savings plan by 
capping national defense spending this year. 

At stake from sequester is a $492 billion cut to projected 
spending, and it would come on top of the reductions enacted 
when a special congressional panel failed last year to produce 
a debt-reduction deal. Together, national defense could fall 

$858 billion, or 15 percent, below CBO's August defense-
spending projection. That is significant—and barring any new 
military operations—the potential savings from ending the 
wars could double the reduction. 

Yet, even then, the total reduction would be entirely in 
line with each of the U.S.'s three previous military overhauls 
since the end of World War II. President Dwight Eisenhower 
cut national defense spending by 28 percent after the Korean 
War; Presidents Richard Nixon and Gerald Ford cut it by a full 
40 percent after the Vietnam War; and Presidents George. 
H.W. Bush and Bill Clinton together reduced national defense 
spending by 28 percent. 

Setting $858 billion as the total defense savings target 
would require cutting defense spending by less than a percent 
each year from the previous one. Holding national defense 
spending constant in 2012 helped. Americans have every right 
to expect the Pentagon to be savvy enough to manage this 
fluctuation without endangering our national security. 
Management, however, is the key. 

Automating the cuts, as the sequester process would do, is 
the exact opposite. Instead of allowing time for deliberate 
strategic adjustments and cuts, the military would trip over a 
one-time ledge next January. This outcome represents the 
worst of two worlds. A sudden drop could create a strategic 
stir, while resetting all at once would leave the unhelpful 
impression that fiscal discipline is an exception. 

So far the only thing the Defense Department has done to 
avoid this has been resisting the $500 billion cut that sequester 
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would force. Asked by NPR in January if he had a plan for 
sequester, Panetta bluntly replied: "Not at all." 

However comfortable that answer may be for the 
Pentagon, it is counterproductive. Take the administration's 
new defense plan. Sequester-level savings would be in 
keeping with previous defense build-downs, but Panetta 
believes that "we'd probably have to throw [the new strategy] 
out the window and start over" to achieve such a target. 

Instead of protesting sequester by ignoring the likelihood 
of deeper reductions, as Panetta has done, the Pentagon should 
focus on adapting defense strategy and management for a 
sequence of modest cutbacks through 2021. The mechanical 
cuts from sequester would not actually come for another 11 
months. There is ample time to prepare an alternative plan. 

Showing forbearance is its own challenge, of course. If 
the Pentagon has a plan to manage cutting on this scale, it 
would show that such cutting is manageable. Congress then 
would be much more likely to impose it. That is because 
lawmakers could burnish their collective fiscal credentials 
without looking soft on security. 

Still this is exactly what the Defense Department should 
do. Fiscal restraint is not the problem. U.S. finances strongly 

suggest it should spend less on defense and, backed by some 
sober strategizing, our national security would not be 
threatened. 

With a new plan on the table, things likely would start 
looking better for defense. Just as elected officials will jump at 
the chance to appear both fiscally and strategically 
responsible, they would look for every escape possible from a 
trade-off between the two. An $858 billion cut may still come, 
but the Pentagon could retain its discretion by leading the way 
to that target. 

Congress and the administration meant to manufacture 
this very kind of defense budget dilemma as a way to keep 
debt reduction at the fore. It is clear they have succeeded. 
Automatic but non-strategic Pentagon spending could stall the 
military exactly when it needs to be proactive. Fortunately, the 
2013 congressional budget cycle offers Secretary Panetta 
another chance to start managing our way out of this impasse. 
The country is ready for a strategy and management plan that 
anticipates the tougher fiscal restraint still to come. 

Matt Leatherman is a research analyst at the Stimson 
Center's project on budgeting for foreign affairs and defense. 
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56. Keeping Syria At Arm's Length 
Diplomacy, not military action that could enmesh the U.S. in a civil war, is the best approach. 
(LOS ANGELES TIMES 10 FEB 12) ... Editorial 

Given the continued carnage in Syria, and given Russian 
and Chinese obstruction of a plan to have Syrian President 
Bashar Assad step aside, the Arab League, Western nations 
and the United Nations secretary-general are scrambling to 
identify other measures to stop the killing. Those efforts are 
urgent and admirable. But, dire as the humanitarian situation 
is, the United States and NATO should resist the temptation to 
become militarily involved. 

Last month, the Arab League, frustrated by Assad's 
limited compliance with commitments he had made to end the 
violence and allow journalists and humanitarian agencies into 
the country, proposed a political solution: Assad would step 
down in favor of one of his vice presidents during a transition 
to democracy. Western nations pressed for a Security Council 
resolution endorsing the plan, but it was vetoed Saturday by 
Russia and China in what Secretary of State Hillary Rodham 
Clinton called a "travesty." 

After casting its veto, Russia made a show of seeking a 
solution by dispatching its foreign minister to Damascus, but it 
shows little inclination to pressure Assad. That leaves several 
other paths forward. U.N. Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon, 
who this week deplored the "appalling brutality" in the Syrian 
city of Homs, is expected to endorse a sizable joint U.N.-Arab 
League monitoring mission in Syria. Meanwhile, Clinton has 
called for a group of "friends" -- countries that would join the 
United States -- to ratchet up pressure on Assad. Sen. John 

McCain (R-Ariz.) is suggesting that the U.S. aid countries 
willing to arm the Syrian opposition. 

Singly or together, such efforts could move Assad in the 
direction of compromise and a cease-fire, but they won't 
produce immediate results and are no substitute for the failed 
Security Council resolution. 

That raises the question of whether the United States and 
its allies should undertake military action in Syria, as they did 
in Libya. That would be a mistake. It isn't just that Russia and 
China probably would block a Security Council resolution of 
the kind that established the no-fly zone in Libya. (Russia, 
which abstained on that resolution, later criticized the North 
Atlantic Treaty Organization for using an authorization to 
protect civilians as a justification for regime change.) U.S. 
military action in Syria, a nation that is larger than Libya and 
that has close ties to Iran, could enmesh this country in a civil 
war that might continue along sectarian lines even if Assad 
were deposed. That is what occurred in Iraq during the U.S. 
occupation, prolonging American involvement. 

Short of military intervention, the United States should do 
its utmost, alone or in collaboration with Clinton's "friends," to 
pressure the Syrian regime to end the war on its own people 
and move toward democracy. But the sobering reality is that 
there are limits to what this country can do to ameliorate 
suffering and end oppression, in Syria and elsewhere in the 
world. 
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57. Closer To Take-Off: Israel And Iran 
Momentum is growing for an Israeli airstrike on Iran -- with or without American support 
(THE ECONOMIST 11 FEB 12) ... Editorial 

Is it all part of a carefully calibrated campaign of bluff 
and rumour intended to support tightening sanctions and bring 
Iran to the negotiating table, or is the ground really being 

prepared for an attack on Iranian nuclear facilities in the next 
few months? Perhaps it is neither and the people who count, 
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yet to make up their minds, are frantically hedging and 
debating. 

In early February the annual Herzliya security conference 
in Israel provided a platform for the country’s military and 
intelligence elite to air their concerns about Iran’s progress 
toward a nuclear weapon. Israel’s hawkish defence minister, 
Ehud Barak, said that the “window” for an effective strike was 
rapidly closing because the continuing movement of essential 
uranium-enriching centrifuges to the Fordow underground 
facility, close to the holy city of Qom, would give Iran a “zone 
of immunity” in which it could construct a bomb regardless of 
any intervention by the outside world. 

Attacking the case for waiting to assess the impact of the 
latest round of sanctions, due to come into effect by midyear, 
Mr Barak warned that “whoever says ‘later’ may find that 
later is too late.” He added that “the assessment of many 
experts…is that the result of avoiding action will certainly be 
a nuclear Iran, and dealing with a nuclear Iran will be more 
complicated, more dangerous and more costly in lives and 
money than stopping it.” 

Mr Barak’s American opposite number, Leon Panetta, 
who was travelling with journalists to a meeting with his 
NATO counterparts in Brussels, confided soon afterwards that 
there was a strong likelihood of Israel attacking Iran in April, 
May or June, when the skies are usually clear. Mr Panetta was 
not speaking on the record, but later turned down an 
opportunity to disown his remarks. 

Iran’s supreme leader, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, 
responded by using his nationally broadcast Friday sermon on 
February 3rd to commit the country to continuing its nuclear 
programme no matter what, and to threaten both Israel and 
America. He described Israel as a “cancerous tumour” that 
“will be removed” and declared that if war broke out “it would 
be ten times deadlier for the Americans” than for Iran. 

Mr Khamenei also called on regional allies to attack 
Israel. “Iran would assist any country or organisation that 
would fight the Zionist regime, which is now weaker than 
ever,” he said. It is a call that may, however, fall on deaf ears. 

Iran’s main ally in the region, the Syrian government, has 
other things on its mind. If it falls, pro-Iranian groups in 
Lebanon and Gaza will find their supply-lines cut. 

Amid the escalating war of words, the military 
preparations for a conflict are indeed under way. The head of 
ground forces at the Iranian Revolutionary Guard has 
announced exercises in the south of the country, near the Strait 
of Hormuz, and America has begun its largest amphibious-
landing drill for a decade, described by Admiral John Harvey 
of the US Fleet Forces Command as “informed by recent 
history” and “applicable” to the Strait of Hormuz. Meanwhile, 
DEBKAfile, an excitable but at times well-informed Israeli 
security website, reported that “many thousands” of American 
troops have arrived at two islands close to the Strait, Masirah 
in Oman and Socotra in Yemen. 

Yet for all the alarums and excursions, there are few hard 
conclusions to draw about whether an attack on Iran is 
imminent, or whether Israel is prepared to act unilaterally. 
And it is not clear whether, if it was convinced this was about 
to happen, America would feel compelled to hold Israel back 
and carry out the strikes itself. Only Israel’s senior leadership 
(and perhaps the Americans) know whether the Israeli air 
force is capable of carrying out an effective attack on its own. 

Attempting to calm things down, Barack Obama said on 
February 5th that he did not think Israel had “made a decision 
on what they need to do” and that the two countries would 
work in “lockstep as we proceed to solve this, hopefully 
diplomatically”. Mr Obama will be mindful that an attack 
would dominate his bid for re-election in November -- though 
it is unclear whether he would gain as a war president or lose 
ground because of a surge in oil prices and an economic 
reversal. 

The consequences might not be as catastrophic as some 
fear. On the other hand they fall into the disturbing category 
that Donald Rumsfeld, a former American defence secretary, 
once called “known unknowns”. Unfortunately for Mr Obama 
the decision is more likely to rest with Mr Barak and his prime 
minister, Binyamin Netanyahu, than with him. 
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58. Four Ways The U.S. Could End Up At War With Iran Before The Election* 
(TIME 09 FEB 12) ... Jay Newton-Small 

Most political analysts in Washington believe that war 
with Iran is unlikely, especially before the November U.S. 
elections. Politically it would be hard for President Obama to 
engage in another Middle Eastern war given the war weariness 
of the U.S. electorate, let alone the question of being able to 
afford it at a time when Defense Secretary Leon Panetta is 
cutting hundreds of billions of dollars from the Pentagon 
budget. There also seems little appetite from the international 
community to wage war with Iran, especially since Tehran is 
still allowing United Nations inspectors into their nuclear sites 
and, for the first time in recent history, sanctions seem to be 
working. 

That said, despite the political, economic and military 
reluctance to go to war with Iran, there are four ways the U.S. 
could still end up embroiled in such a conflict before the 
elections. And by conflict, no one is envisioning troops on the 
ground. More likely: a bombing campaign or, worst-comes-to-
worst, a naval one in the Strait of Hormuz. “I don’t think 
we’re going to go to war with Iran, but I do think we could get 

dragged into it,” says Michael Breen, vice president of the 
Truman Project. 

Iran Wants A War 
Not a full-blown one, which would happen if they closed 

the Strait of Hormuz, shutting down the flow of oil and 
provoking international condemnation. But, say, one where 
they throw out International Atomic Energy Agency 
inspectors. Such a move would be seen as a deliberate 
provocation–clear proof that Tehran had decided to head 
toward weapons grade uranium. If that leads to bombing by 
the U.S. or Israel or both, the Iranian people would rally 
around their leaders. “I think there are hardline elements in 
Tehran that would welcome a military attack,” says Karim 
Sadjadpour, an Iranian expert at the Carnegie Endowment for 
International Peace. “It’s a dangerous and unpredictable 
gamble, but it’s the one thing that could potentially repair the 
country’s deep internal political fractures and distract from 
widespread popular disaffection.” It would also be a well-
calculated risk: many observers believe that unless an air 
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assault is sustained for weeks and weeks, it would set back the 
Iranian program only a few months, perhaps two years at 
most. 

Iran Underestimates President Obama’s Resolve And 
The U.S. Political Climate 

Let’s face it, the U.S. has drawn dozens of redlines over 
the past decade and Iran, much like North Korea, has 
zigzagged all over them with impunity. President George W. 
Bush seemed to set a new redline every six months that Iran 
flouted. So far they haven’t tested Obama. But they may think 
him distracted by the world economy and the presidential 
election and somehow take this as an opportunity to press 
forward secretly with enrichment, moving closer to weapons 
grade uranium. “We don’t know how Iran calculates the pros 
and cons of getting nukes,” says Michael O’Hanlon, a foreign 
policy export at the Brookings Institution. “Given our lack of 
such knowledge, we should be careful about assuming when 
they might make their next move.” Given what is known about 
the Iranian program, it is virtually impossible for it to develop 
an actual bomb by November 2012. But if Iran did manage to 
press toward weapons grade materiel under the noses of the 
IAEA inspectors and this was discovered, then the 
consequences might be severe. Given his strident statements 
on Iran (and the bellicose GOP candidates watching his 
moves), Obama could never allow Iran to get that close to a 
bomb on his watch without taking action. 

The Accidental War 
The Strait of Hormuz is a small place for maneuvering 

and some trigger happy Iranian or American could misfire and 
the situation could snowball. This has happened before. 
Towards the end of the Iran-Iraq war when U.S. warships 
were accompanying oil tankers through the waterway, U.S. 
naval ships exchanged gunfire accidentally between both Iraqi 
and Iranian forces in 1987 and 1988. On July 3, 1988, the 
U.S.S. Vincennes, believing it was under attack, shot down an 

Iranian commercial flight killing all 290 passengers and crew 
aboard. Just imagine what such an action might trigger in 
today’s climate. 

Israel Goes It Alone 
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu is convinced 

Iran is intent on acquiring a nuclear bomb as soon as possible–
with Israel as Tehran’s likely target if it were ever used. 
Though the U.S. isn’t as convinced of Iran’s intentions, Israel 
might nevertheless make the political calculation to attack 
now. Obama and Congress wouldn’t be able to do much to 
punish Israel before the elections. If the Israelis wait till after 
the U.S. elections the political repercussions would be a lot 
harder for the Jewish State. It’s a gamble because if Obama 
wins reelection, they risk severely damaging relations with the 
U.S. “I don’t see that U.S. political calendar will compel Israel 
to attack Iran before November 2012,” says Sadjadpour. “The 
Israelis could also calculate that it’s better to wait to see a 
potential Republican administration in Washington in 2013 
that might do the job for them.” In any case, few analysts 
believe Israel would act without U.S. blessing 

*I put an asterisk here because although these are all 
possible ways the U.S. could go to war with Iran in the 
coming months, the most likely action is nothing at all. “We 
cannot predict how Iran will react as sanctions bite steadily 
harder, whether some incident in the Gulf will occur and 
escalate out of control, or whether an Israeli raid could trigger 
a conflict between the U.S. and Iran,” says Anthony 
Cordesman, a national security analyst at the Center for 
Strategic and International Studies. “What we can predict is 
that a mixture of escalating Iranian threats and nuclear 
activities, and the rising impact of U.S. and international 
sanctions, does increase these risks.” 

Jay Newton-Small is the congressional correspondent for 
TIME. 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Five Things Every Sailor Should Know About New Plans To Stop Sexual Assault 
(NAVY TIMES 16 JUL 12) ... Mark D. Faram 

The Navy on June 28 announced new sexual assault prevention training for every sailor in the fleet. 
 

2. ERB Transition With A Twist: Choices To Make 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 09 JUL 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Monique K. Hilley, Commander, Navy Installations 
Command Public Affairs 

WASHINGTON -- A Sailor selected for separation by the Enlisted Retention Board (ERB), was one of the few who earned the 
opportunity to choose between the Navy and a new civilian career due to advancement results from the Spring 2012 cycle. 

 
3. Textron To Build Next Amphib Hovercraft 
(DEFENSE DAILY 10 JUL 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

Textron has been awarded a $212.7-million contract by the Navy for the first of the next generation of amphibious landing craft 
designed for launch from ships to ferry Marines, vehicles, weapons and supplies to shore. 

 

CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
4. USS Fort McHenry Departing Tuesday 
(NEWPORT NEWS DAILY PRESS 10 JUL 12) ... Hugh Lessig 

VIRGINIA BEACH--The USS Fort McHenry is scheduled to leave Hampton Roads Tuesday for a varied deployment, working 
with both European and African nations, the Navy said Monday. 

 
5. Sea Breeze 2012 Exercise Starts In Odesa 
(KYIV POST (UKRAINE) 09 JUL 12) 

ODESA – The Ukrainian-U.S. Sea Breeze 2012 exercise has started in Odesa, an Interfax-Ukraine correspondent reported on 
Monday. 

 
6. USS Jason Dunham Visits Ukraine, Participates In Sea Breeze 2012 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 09 JUL 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class William Jamieson, USS Jason Dunham Public 
Affairs 

ODESSA, Ukraine -- Guided-missile destroyer USS Jason Dunham (DDG 109) arrived in Odessa, Ukraine to participate in 
Exercise Sea Breeze 2012, July 7, during the ship's maiden deployment. 

 
7. Normandy Visits Zeebrugge For Belgian Navy Days 2012 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 09 JUL 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Stephen Oleksiak, Commander, U.S. Naval Forces 
Europe-Africa/U.S. 6th Fleet Public Affairs 

ZEEBRUGGE, Belgium -- Guided-missile cruiser USS Normandy (CG 60) arrived in Zeebrugge, Belgium, to participate in the 
Belgian Navy Days 2012, July 6-9. 

 
8. Truman Performs High Speed Rudder Test 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 09 JUL 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist Seaman Taylor DiMartino, USS Harry S. Truman Public 
Affairs 

USS HARRY S. TRUMAN, At Sea -- The crew of the aircraft carrier USS Harry S. Truman (CVN 75) conducted a full power 
run and rudder swing checks during sea trials July 8. 
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9. USS Frank Cable Ready To Sail 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 10 JUL 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist Seaman Chris Salisbury, USS Frank Cable Public Affairs 

PORTLAND -- Submarine tender USS Frank Cable (AS 40) is returning to her homeport in Guam after a six-month overhaul in 
dry-dock, July 7. 

 

GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
10. War Games To Say 'Keep Out' 
(CNN 09 JUL 12) ... Barbara Star and Wolf Blitzer 

Syria's leader actually blaming the United States for undermining peace efforts in his country, Bashar al-Assad accusing the U.S. 
of supporting terrorists – that's his word – who are fighting to overthrow him. Not only that, the Syrians are conducting war games 
right now. 

 
11. Clinton: 'Pivot To Asia' About Promoting Democracy, Not Countering China 
(THE HILL 09 JUL 12) ... Julian Pecquet 

Secretary of State Hillary Clinton is on a whirlwind tour of Asia this week, hoping to convince allies that the administration's 
much-touted “pivot to Asia” is about promoting human rights and democracy, rather than curtailing China's rise. 

 
12. China Launches Naval War Games 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 10 JUL 12) 

BEIJING — China's navy will on Tuesday begin annual military exercises off its east coast, state media reported, amid tensions 
over maritime territorial disputes with its neighbours. 

 
13. ASEAN Agrees On Rules For South China Sea Conduct 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 09 JUL 12) 

PHNOM PENH, Cambodia — Ten Southeast Asian nations have agreed on a code of conduct to prevent armed clashes over the 
South China Sea but still seek to get China to agree to it, a Cambodian official said Monday. 

 
14. U.S. Says Senkaku Islands Fall Within Scope Of Japan-U.S. Security Treaty 
(KYODO NEWS 10 JUL 12) 

WASHINGTON -- The Japanese-controlled Senkaku Islands, a group of uninhabited islands in the East China Sea to which 
China and Taiwan have both made claim, fall within the scope of the 1960 Japan-U.S. security treaty which requires the country to 
defend Japan in the event of armed attacks, a senior State Department official said Monday. 

 
15. Japan To Host ASEAN Summit On Maritime Security In 2013 
(KYODO NEWS 10 JUL 12) 

TOKYO -- Japan has decided to host a special summit with the Association of Southeast Asian Nations late next year to 
strengthen their maritime security cooperation at a time when China is rapidly expanding its naval capacity in Asian waters, 
government sources said Tuesday. 

 
16. Multiple Tours Of Duty Allowed Despite Mental Health Risks 
(SYDNEY MORNING HERALD 07 JUL 12) ... Dylan Welch 

Australian special forces are being allowed to deploy on back-to-back tours of duty, sometimes doing half-a-dozen tours in as 
many years, despite the military acknowledging that such deployments may have a detrimental effect on mental health. 

 
17. Indian Navy To Commission A Warship And A Base Ship 
(TIMES OF INDIA 09 JUL 12) ... Narayan Namboodiri 

MUMBAI -- The Indian Navy is going to boast its powers with the commissioning of two ships in the coming week. The two 
ships are 'INS Tanaji' (a base depot ship) and the second is the warship 'INS Sahyadri'. 

 

PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
18. Coalition Of Sailors Against Destructive Decisions Seeks Nominations For Top Chapters 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 09 JUL 12) ... Lt. Michael Fallon, Chief of Naval Personnel Public Affairs 

WASHINGTON -- The nomination period for the Fiscal Year 2012 Coalition of Sailors Against Destructive Decisions (CSADD) 
Chapter of the Year Awards is open, as announced in NAVADMIN 207/12, released July 7. 
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19. Move Up Or Get Out 
New high- year tenure rules give sailors 5 years to make E-4 
(NAVY TIMES 16 JUL 12) ... Mark D. Faram 

Nearly 80,000 active-duty and full-time support sailors E-3 and below were put on notice July 1: Make petty officer before the 
end of your fifth year of service, or go home. 

 
20. Reservists See Slim Chances To Advance 
(NAVY TIMES 16 JUL 12) ... Mark D. Faram 

The good news is the spring Navy Reserve petty officer exam results are finally here. The bad news is the chance to advance is 
down across the board. 

 
21. Reserve Advocates Decry Proposed Drill Pay Cut 
(NAVY TIMES 16 JUL 12) ... Andrew Tilghman 

A proposal to fundamentally change — and potentially reduce — drill pay for reserve-component troops is drawing harsh 
criticism from reserve advocacy groups. 

 
22. House Approves COLA Bill For Veterans 
(NAVY TIMES 09 JUL 12) ... Rick Maze 

The House of Representatives moved Monday to try to eliminate one bit of financial uncertainty by passing a bill guaranteeing a 
Dec. 1 cost-of-living adjustment in veterans disability and survivor benefits that will match whatever increase is provided to Social 
Security beneficiaries. 

 
23. Senators Concerned Over TRICARE Fee Increases 
(FEDERAL NEWS RADIO 09 JUL 12) ... Jared Serbu and Jolie Lee 

The Pentagon is telling lawmakers that military retirees' share of health care costs is going to have to increase if it's going to meet 
the budget targets Congress and the President handed over with last year's Budget Control Act. 

 
24. Military Brides Benefit From National Program 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 08 JUL 12) ... Courtney Mabeus 

FREDERICK, Md. — Katie Marks-McAuley’s husband proposed on a Saturday. The couple married on a beach the following 
Wednesday — just a few days before her groom deployed to Afghanistan. 

 
25. New Airport Security Procedures Available For Wounded Warriors 
(TACOMA (WA) NEWS-TRIBUNE 09 JUL 12) ... John Gillie 

The Transportation Security Administration is making a new program available for wounded and injured veterans that’s designed 
to make their passage through airport security screening easier and more dignified. 

 

FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
26. Lockheed Martin To Supply Anti-Sub Missiles 
(DEFENSE DAILY 10 JUL 12) 

The Navy has awarded Lockheed Martin a $27 million contract to provide the parts for 22 Vertical Launch Anti-Submarine 
missiles with advancement that included extended range and guidance, the company said yesterday. 

 
27. New Testing Simulator For MEADS Delivered 
(DEFENSE DAILY 10 JUL 12) 

A new simulator designed to increase the rate of data collection to reduce time needed ahead of flight tests for the Medium 
Extended Air Defense System (MEADS) has been delivered to the White Sands Missile Range in New Mexico, Lockheed Martin said 
yesterday. 

 
28. Sikorsky Inks $8.5 Billion Deal To Build H-60 Helicopters For Army, Navy 
(DEFENSE DAILY 10 JUL 12) 

Sikorsky, a subsidiary of United Technologies Corp., said yesterday it signed a five-year, $8.5 billion contract to provide the 
Army and Navy with a baseline quantity of 653 H-60 Black Hawk and Seahawk helicopters through December 2017. 
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29. Keeping F-35 On Track 
More foreign deals, testing success will lower JSF price 
(DEFENSE NEWS 09 JUL 12) ... Marcus Weisgerber 

Inking further international deals for the Lockheed Martin F-35 Joint Strike Fighter program will continue to lower the price of 
the jet, according to the U.S. Air Force's top uniformed weapons buyer. 

 
30. A Flexible Craft With Less Baggage 
U.S. Navy developing Flexrotor UAV for use on smaller ships 
(DEFENSE NEWS 09 JUL 12) ... Joshua Stewart 

The U.S. Navy's Office of Naval Research (ONR) is working on a long-range unmanned surveillance aircraft that can take off and 
land like a helicopter even in heavy seas and fit on vessels too small for larger aerial vehicles. 

 
31. GAO: DoD Needs To Strengthen Management, Oversight Of Electronic Warfare 
(DEFENSE DAILY 10 JUL 12) ... Pat Host 

The Defense Department has not adequately developed a thorough strategy for integrating electronic warfare capabilities into all 
phases of military operation, the Government Accountability Office (GAO) said yesterday in a report. 

 
32. Pentagon Wants More Accountability For R&D Funds Paid To Contractors 
(NATIONAL DEFENSE 09 JUL 12) ... Sandra Erwin 

The Defense Department reimburses contractors $4 billion a year for research-and-development projects, and yet has little insight 
into how companies spend those funds. 

 
33. U.S. Arms Makers Cite Strong Demand From Foreign Buyers 
(REUTERS 09 JUL 12) ... Andrea Shalal-Esa 

FARNBOROUGH, England -- Military budgets may be under pressure in the United States and Europe but there is growing 
demand from the Middle East, Asia and other regions for new fighter jets, helicopters and surveillance equipment, top weapons 
industry executives say. 

 
34. Boeing Lands First Blow In Tense Air Show Battle 
(REUTERS 09 JUL 12) ... Tim Hepher and Andrea Shalal-Esa 

FARNBOROUGH, England -- U.S. planemaker Boeing landed the first blow at this week's Farnborough Airshow, winning an 
order worth up to $7.2 billion from U.S. Air Lease Corp, as a market share battle with its European rival Airbus plays out. 

 

BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
35. Cleveland Navy Week Set For Labor Day Weekend, Aug. 27-Sept. 4 
(CLEVELAND PLAIN DEALER 09 JUL 12) ... Brandon Blackwell 

CLEVELAND, Ohio -- The U.S. Navy is plotting a course for Cleveland to commemorate the War of 1812. 
 

36. Fleet Week Lineup Announced 
(SAN DIEGO DAILY TRANSCRIPT 09 JUL 12) 

This year’s Fleet Week San Diego will start with a football game and end with an air show. 
 

37. Why Not Base An Aircraft Carrier In Hawaii? 
(PACIFIC BUSINESS NEWS 09 JUL 12) ... Mark Abramson 

HONOLULU -- Pearl Harbor has been buzzing in recent months with visits from two of the Navy’s mightiest warships — the 
aircraft carriers USS Carl Vinson in May and the USS Nimitz for the Rim of the Pacific exercises off Hawaii. 

 
38. Naval Petroleum Reserve May Be Sold 
(CASPER (WY) JOURNAL 09 JUL 12) ... Makayla Moore 

Are you in the market for a slightly used oilfield? The Naval Petroleum Reserve No. 3, otherwise known as the Teapot Dome 
oilfield, may soon be up for sale. The property, which has 170 wells on over 10,000 acres, is currently managed by the Department of 
Energy and houses the Rocky Mountain Oilfield Testing Center. 

 

NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
39. John Paul Jones' 265th Birthday Celebrated 
(PORTSMOUTH (NH) HERALD 09 JUL 12) ... Joey Cresta 

PORTSMOUTH — John Paul Jones would be 265 years old if he was still alive today. 
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40. Maritime Weekend Put Wind In City's Sails 
In OpSail's afterglow, impact on economy, tourism called a success 
(NEW LONDON DAY 10 JUL 12) ... Brian Hallenbeck 

New London - Sails unfurled, anchors hoisted, the ships that docked here for the weekend made for other ports Monday, leaving 
good feelings and an economic boost in their wake. 

 
41. OMB Chief To Testify On Defense Cuts 
(POLITICO 09 JUL 12) ... Austin Wright 

The acting White House budget director has agreed to testify before the House Armed Services Committee next month on the 
administration’s plans for carrying out more than $1 trillion in across-the-board budget cuts that could roll out over the next 10 years. 

 
42. USCYBERCOM Chief Urges Action By Congress 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 09 JUL 12) ... Robert Burns 

WASHINGTON — The head of the Pentagon’s Cyber Command on Monday called for swift action in Congress to sort out roles, 
standards and authorities for government agencies charged with defending against destructive computer attacks. 

 
43. Towing Tugboat To NLR Pursued 
City Leaders Look To Move WWII Tug To Ark. 
(ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT GAZETTE 09 JUL 12) ... Jake Sandlin 

NORTH LITTLE ROCK, Ark. — The Hoga, a surviving tugboat from the Dec. 7, 1941, attack on Pearl Harbor, is back on North 
Little Rock Mayor Patrick Hays’ radar. 

 
44. Arizona Company To Auction Navy Cruiser 
(KPHO CBS PHEONIX 09 JUL 12) ... Heather Brummitt 

SCOTTSDALE, AZ -- It is a massive heap of scrap metal, and for the right price it could be yours. 
 

45. Sabres Train With Navy SEALs 
(WGRZ NBC BUFFALO 09 JUL 12) ... Stu Boyar 

BUFFALO, N.Y. - Not everyone has the opportunity to train with the Navy SEALs. In fact, most people might not even want to 
train with the top soldiers in the world. On Monday morning, the Buffalo Sabres prospects had the privilege to do so at the first day of 
the team's annual summer development camp. 

 

OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
46. Japan Steps Up To The South China Sea Plate 
Tokyo is confronting Beijing and increasing defense ties with Asean members to protect maritime trade. 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 10 JUL 12) ... Ian Storey 

The Philippines and Vietnam have been raising a storm about China's assertiveness in the South China Sea, but they're not the 
only ones voicing worry. Japan has been playing a relatively quiet, though significant role. It may not have a direct stake in the Paracel 
or Spratly Islands, but the world's third-largest economy has every interest in ensuring tensions don't swell. Increasingly Tokyo is 
acting on that interest. 

 
47. U.S. Lawmakers Must Fix Pentagon's China Report 
(DEFENSE NEWS 09 JUL 12) ... Bill French and Daniel Katz 

Calibrating a long-range China policy may be the greatest challenge for the U.S. administration's pivot to the Asia-Pacific region. 
And that challenge has become even more difficult because of what appears to be Pentagon reluctance to provide the kind of detailed, 
authoritative information about China's armed forces that it has in past years. 

 
48. Teleworking: A Good Strategy That’s Not Used Nearly Enough 
(WASHINGTON POST 10 JUL 12) ... Joe Davidson 

Teleworking makes sense — dollars and cents. 
 

49. Get Out And Vote 
(NAVY TIMES 16 JUL 12) ... Editorial 

One of the most significant rights that military members defend through their service to the nation is the right to vote. 
 

BBLLOOGGSS::  
50. EXCERPTS FROM BLOGS AROUND THE WORLD 
(PUBLISHED 06 – 09 JUL 12)  
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Five Things Every Sailor Should Know About New Plans To Stop Sexual Assault 
(NAVY TIMES 16 JUL 12) ... Mark D. Faram 

The Navy on June 28 announced new sexual assault 
prevention training for every sailor in the fleet. 

The news comes after the service’s April commandwide 
message to fight sexual assault. So what’s new about this 
training and when will you get it? And how else is the Navy 
seeking to reduce sex assaults? 

What you need to know about the training, plus two new 
policies: 

The Problem 
There were 611 reported sexual assaults in the Navy in 

fiscal 2010 and 582 in 2011, the Navy reports. What’s 
troubling is that these are only reported assaults, and that 
actual totals could be much higher. 

In March, Chief of Naval Operations Adm. Jon Greenert 
said the culture in the fleet needed to change before the 
problem would get better. 

“I am convinced that our unit commanders and senior 
enlisted leaders do not understand the significance of this 
issue, and do not place this high on their agenda,” he said in an 
email sent to all flag officers and Navy senior executive 
civilians. 

New Training 
In April, sailors took part in a two-hour commandwide 

standdown on sex assault awareness. Officials said that was 
just the start. 

The new lesson in Sexual Assault Prevention and 
Response, or SAPR, training is all about bystander 
intervention, whether it’s peer-to-peer or even intervening 
with superiors. 

“The bottom line is, if you see something bad happening, 
it’s your responsibility as a sailor to do something about it,” 
said Rear Adm. Martha Herb, deputy commander at Navy 
Personnel Command. 

The centerpiece of the new training is a 40-minute movie 
with actors playing sailors in mock scenarios. The movie is 
stopped and started along the way to allow for discussion. 

Who Gets It And When? 
From July 16 to Aug. 8, 16 mobile training teams will fan 

out across the Navy to teach commanding officers, officers-in-
charge, executive officers, assistant officers-in-charge, 
command master chiefs and chiefs of the boat. 

These commanders will then train all E-7s and above by 
Sept. 30. 

Every E-6 and below will receive the training by Dec. 31. 
Higher Scrutiny 
The Navy is also combating sexual assaults with 

increased command involvement. No longer can anyone 
below the rank of captain determine the disposition of a case. 

The O-6 will choose from several courses of action: The 
case could be dismissed; it could be returned to the O-5 or 
below commander to hold captain’s mast; the O-6 could hold 
mast or convene a special courts-martial; or the O-6 could 
order an Article 32 hearing that could result in a general court-
martial conducted under the authority of a flag officer. 

The new procedure will apply when the allegations 
involve rape, sexual assault, forcible sodomy or any attempt to 
commit those three crimes. 

Victim Protections 
There are two ways for victims to report incidents: 

restricted or unrestricted. 
Restricted reports, which focus on getting the victim help, 

don’t go through the chain of command and are held in 
confidence. 

Unrestricted reports go through the chain of command 
and are investigated. If a crime is found to have been 
committed, it is prosecuted. 

To encourage more unrestricted reports, the Navy has 
implemented a new policy that allows victims to transfer 
temporarily or permanently to another local command while 
the investigation proceeds. 

Return to Index 
 

2. ERB Transition With A Twist: Choices To Make 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 09 JUL 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Monique K. Hilley, Commander, Navy Installations 
Command Public Affairs 

WASHINGTON -- A Sailor selected for separation by the 
Enlisted Retention Board (ERB), was one of the few who 
earned the opportunity to choose between the Navy and a new 
civilian career due to advancement results from the Spring 
2012 cycle. 

Earlier in the year, Fire Controlman 2nd Class Omari 
Moultrie met with a recruiter from Northrop Grumman shortly 
before deploying to Afghanistan. When in Afghanistan, the 
company offered him a job. Much to Moultrie's dismay, the 
company said they would be unable to hold the position until 
he returned from deployment and had to hire another 
candidate. 

"It's rough knowing that you just got chosen to be 
separated from the Navy under ERB, but that you have to keep 
your morale up and mind in the right place while defending 
the country overseas," said Moultrie. "There are days when 
you're worried about what will come next and what you'll do 

with your life, whether you'll be able to find a job, but at the 
same time, you have to worry about the guys to the left and 
right of you and try to put that all to the back of your head 
because right then, there was a job to do and others' lives 
depended on my thoughts being in the right place." 

Moultrie was beginning to feel the stress of being 
deployed overseas while at the same time managing a career 
transition from thousands of miles away. While unsure what 
would come next, he maintained hope that something would 
open up in the Norfolk, Va. area so that he would not have to 
move. 

When Moultrie returned stateside from Afghanistan, he 
heard about Challenger, Gray and Christmas (CGC) 
outplacement services being offered to Sailors separated by 
the Enlisted Retention Board. He immediately began working 
with a CGC coach to improve his interviewing skills, image 
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and networking skills. The coach suggested that he meet with 
the same Northrop Grumman coach for coffee. 

"When the recruiter agreed to meet with me, I knew that 
not only did I have the possibility of a second chance at a job, 
but also that I was far more prepared this time around due to 
the skills I learned from my CGC coach," said Moultrie. 

As a result of Moultrie reconnecting with the recruiter, he 
received a job offer from Northrop Grumman starting in 
August 2012 with a salary of $50,000 a year. Just when 
Moultrie thought all of his hopes had been answered, in a 
matter of days, he would face one more unexpected twist that 
would leave him to make one of the toughest decisions of his 
life. 

The same week that he received the job offer, the Spring 
2012 Navy advancement results were announced and Moultrie 

had been selected for promotion to petty officer first class, 
meaning he no longer had to leave the Navy. It was time to 
make a decision between the Navy and the civilian job he had 
hoped for. 

After days of deliberating, Moultrie chose to take the 
position at Northrop Grumman as an electronics technician in 
Virginia Beach. 

"Many people ask me why I didn't stay in the Navy once I 
was promoted, but for me, I know this is the right choice and 
am really happy with the direction my life is headed," said 
Moultrie. "The Navy is a great fit for many people and has 
many benefits, but for some, like me, there's something else 
out there that fits better into the life we want to live." 

Return to Index 
 

3. Textron To Build Next Amphib Hovercraft 
(DEFENSE DAILY 10 JUL 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

Textron has been awarded a $212.7-million contract by 
the Navy for the first of the next generation of amphibious 
landing craft designed for launch from ships to ferry Marines, 
vehicles, weapons and supplies to shore. 

The contract contains options for an additional eight Ship-
to-Shore Connectors (SSC) that could bring its total value to 
$570.5 million. The initial part of the contract covers detailed 
design and the first hovercraft for testing and training. 

Textron's team included L3 Communications and Alcoa. 
The partnership beat out a team consisting of Marinette 
Marine, Lockheed Martin, GE Marine, Oceaneering and 
Griffon Hoverwork. 

"The Ship-to-Shore Connector program demonstrates the 
Navy's commitment to competition, while reducing 
acquisition and total ownership costs in the process," Navy 
Secretary Ray Mabus said. "This is the first major naval 
acquisition program in more than 15 years to be designed in-
house. 

The level of detail provided by the government design 
increased competition, reduced overall procurement costs and 
leads to smooth transition to full production." 

Deliveries are expected to begin in fiscal 2017 with initial 
operational capability projected for fiscal 2020, the Navy said. 

The Navy plans to buy up to 80 SSCs under the estimated $4 
billion program. 

The SSC is intended to replace the Navy and Marine 
Corps fleet of Land Craft Air Cushioned (LCAC) vehicles, 
which were built by Textron and first deployed in 1982. The 
LCAC fleet is currently undergoing a 10-year life extension. 

The Navy said the SSCs are designed to for a 30-year 
service life capable of carrying a 74-ton payload and can 
travel at speeds of more than 35 knots. The craft are used to 
carry out amphibious assault and landing missions, as well as 
deploy for humanitarian efforts. 

Textron said its team brings more than 55 years of 
experience with air cushion vehicles. It said most of 
production will be at its Marine & Land Systems' shipyard in 
New Orleans. 

"Our team was formed from the very beginning to deliver 
to the U.S. Navy the lowest risk SSC--a highly capable, high 
performing vessel delivered within budget, at weight and on 
schedule, and maintained for its entire service life," Textron 
President and CEO Fred Strader said. "Our experienced team 
is eager to get to work building air cushion vehicles once 
again in our shipyard and supporting the U.S. Navy in every 
way we can." 

Return to Index 
 
 

CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
4. USS Fort McHenry Departing Tuesday 
(NEWPORT NEWS DAILY PRESS 10 JUL 12) ... Hugh Lessig 

VIRGINIA BEACH--The USS Fort McHenry is 
scheduled to leave Hampton Roads Tuesday for a varied 
deployment, working with both European and African nations, 
the Navy said Monday. 

The amphibious dock landing ship will conduct joint 
exercises with France, Ireland and Romania with the aim of 
improving how the navies work together. After completion, 
the ship and crew will travel south to work with countries in 
western and central Africa as part of an exercise called Africa 
Partnership Station 2012. 

The McHenry crew will train African naval and marine 
service members, working with U.S. sailors and Marines as 
well as an international staff. In all, the deployment is 
scheduled to last five months, taking the ship through the 
Eastern Atlantic, Mediterranean and Black seas. 

Homeported at Joint Expeditionary Base Little Creek-Fort 
Story, the ship carries a crew of about 350. 

An amphibious dock landing ship has a well deck to 
launch landing craft and amphibious vehicles, plus a 
helicopter deck. 

Return to Index 
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5. Sea Breeze 2012 Exercise Starts In Odesa 
(KYIV POST (UKRAINE) 09 JUL 12) 

ODESA – The Ukrainian-U.S. Sea Breeze 2012 exercise 
has started in Odesa, an Interfax-Ukraine correspondent 
reported on Monday. 

The exercise will focus on international security 
operations at sea, in particular on fighting piracy, Acting 
Commander of the Ukrainian Navy Yuriy Ilyin told journalists 
at a briefing on Monday. 

The U.S. Marines will be led during the exercise by 
Commander of the Sixth Fleet, Vice Admiral Frank Pandolfe. 

Almost all activities will be held in Odesa region, as well 
as at the training sites in the northwest part of the Black Sea. 

Seventeen countries will take part in the exercises. This 
year the traditional participants of the Sea Breeze exercise will 

for the first time be joined by forces from the United Arab 
Emirates, Algeria, Bangladesh and Qatar, all of which face a 
major problem of fighting piracy at sea. 

Ukraine will provide six vessels, a 300-strong military 
tactical team of marines, 36 automotive and armored vehicles, 
a Be-12 aircraft, a Ka-27 helicopter and a Mi-14 helicopter. 

A total of 1,300 people will take part in the exercise. 
As reported, Ukrainian-U.S. Sea Breeze exercises have 

been conducted since 1997 in line with the 1993 memorandum 
of understanding and cooperation in defense and military 
relations between the U.S. Department of Defense and the 
Ukrainian Defense Ministry. 

Return to Index 
 

6. USS Jason Dunham Visits Ukraine, Participates In Sea Breeze 2012 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 09 JUL 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class William Jamieson, USS Jason Dunham Public 
Affairs 

ODESSA, Ukraine -- Guided-missile destroyer USS 
Jason Dunham (DDG 109) arrived in Odessa, Ukraine to 
participate in Exercise Sea Breeze 2012, July 7, during the 
ship's maiden deployment. 

Participants and observers from 19 countries will work 
together during Sea Breeze, the largest multinational maritime 
exercise in the Black Sea which focuses on enhancing the 
maritime security capabilities of participating nations by 
helping participating forces achieve higher levels of 
interoperability. 

"The Jason Dunham team is ready not only to lead 
training, but also to receive training from the many nations 
that will come together for Sea Breeze 2012," said Cmdr. 
David A. Bretz, commanding officer of the Jason Dunham. 
"No one nation can police the world's seas, but coming 
together for an exercise like this, with the number of nations 
who will be participating, is a great step towards bringing 
peace and stability to the world's maritime environment." 

The focus of Sea Breeze 2012 training will be counter-
piracy operations, search-and-rescue operations, live-fire 
exercises and maritime security activities. The exercise will 
also provide its participants with numerous opportunities to 
operate together and develop working relationships. The 
maritime security activities will include maritime boarding 
procedures, maritime interdiction operations and maritime 
domain awareness training, all designed to identify and 
intercept at-sea criminal activities such as unlawful fishing, 
piracy, and trafficking persons, drugs or illegal weapons. 

Lt. j.g. Zachary Mahoney, boarding team leader aboard 
Jason Dunham, said Sea Breeze 2012 was a chance for his 

team to learn from other nations and gain a better 
understanding of how they operate. 

"We want to use this exercise as not only an opportunity 
to instruct, but as an opportunity to learn," said Mahoney. 
"Every country's culture is different. As we work with 
participating nations, we want to learn from their cultures to 
ensure we act in a respectful manner at all times. We don't 
want to close the door on any lessons we can learn from any of 
the participating nations. Learning about each other allows us 
to communicate to the fullest extent, and we are excited to get 
started." 

Yeoman 2nd Class Ras Benzo, a member of the boarding 
team, said Sea Breeze was the type of opportunity he looks 
forward to as a Sailor. 

"Sea Breeze seems like an excellent use of all our 
different nations' resources," said Benzo. "We can accomplish 
more together than we could ever hope to alone. I'm looking 
forward to meeting and interacting with our counterparts from 
the other participating nations so we can all learn and 
contribute to a safer ocean and world." 

Sea Breeze 2012, co-hosted by the Ukrainian and U.S. 
navies, aims to improve maritime safety, security and stability 
engagements in the Black Sea by enhancing the capabilities of 
Partnership for Peace and Black Sea regional maritime 
security forces. 

Jason Dunham is on a regularly scheduled deployment in 
support of maritime security operations and theater security 
cooperation efforts in the U.S. 6th Fleet area of responsibility. 

Return to Index 
 

7. Normandy Visits Zeebrugge For Belgian Navy Days 2012 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 09 JUL 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Stephen Oleksiak, Commander, U.S. Naval Forces 
Europe-Africa/U.S. 6th Fleet Public Affairs 

ZEEBRUGGE, Belgium -- Guided-missile cruiser USS 
Normandy (CG 60) arrived in Zeebrugge, Belgium, to 
participate in the Belgian Navy Days 2012, July 6-9. 

Sailors had the opportunity to socialize with locals, sailors 
from other foreign navies, visit historical sites in the 
neighboring town of Brugge and host a reception aboard 

Normandy, celebrating the partnerships between the maritime 
nations. 

"This is an effective partner-building tool that not many in 
the service think about using," said Capt. Kevin Hill, 
commanding officer of Normandy. "Training together is our 
most common method of building partnerships, but visiting 
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their homeland to show possible recruits that our bonds are 
strong and efficient has the potential to increase our allies' 
forces, which ultimately increases our global force for good. 

During the reception, local government and military 
officials expressed their appreciation for Normandy's 
participation in the festivities. 

"We all come from different ships, but the one ship we all 
sail on together is partnership," said Howard Gutman, U.S. 
ambassador to Belgium. "We are very proud to have the 
Normandy and her crew be a part of this event and we really 
appreciate her service in the U.S. Navy." 

Sailors took in all that Zeebrugge and the neighboring 
town Brugge had to offer by visiting the many historical 

churches, palaces, and museums, as well as sampling the local 
delicacies - beer and chocolate. 

"This is my second time visiting Belgium and I love 
coming here," said Fire Controlman 2nd Class Feena Davis. 
"The locals are so friendly, the city has such amazing 
architecture and history, and you just can't beat the food. This 
was my favorite port visit and I really look forward to coming 
back." 

Normandy is homeported in Norfolk, Va., and is on a 
scheduled deployment in the U.S. 6th Fleet area of 
responsibility. 

Return to Index 
 

8. Truman Performs High Speed Rudder Test 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 09 JUL 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist Seaman Taylor DiMartino, USS Harry S. Truman Public 
Affairs 

USS HARRY S. TRUMAN, At Sea -- The crew of the 
aircraft carrier USS Harry S. Truman (CVN 75) conducted a 
full power run and rudder swing checks during sea trials July 
8. 

These evolutions put Truman's steering systems to the test 
as the ship rolled more than 13 degrees in each direction. 

"After weeks of calibrations and testing, the ship's 
steering was finally put to the test," said Lt. Kasey Vowell, 
assistant auxiliary division officer for engineering department. 
"We were looking for proper timing between rudder swings, 
and they performed well within standards as the tests were 
conducted." 

Truman maxed out at 30 plus knots during the full-speed 
run and passed the rudder swing check, said Vowell. 

"The rudder performed perfectly as repairs were made and 
long hours were put into getting it ready for sea trials by 
Sailors and shipyard workers," said Machinist's Mate 2nd 
Class (SW) Marcus Campbell, the petty officer in charge of 

maintenance for the rudder and steering systems during sea 
trials. 

"When you are swinging the rudder fully left or right, it 
has to swing in a very precise position. If it is off by even a 
degree, the rudder can cause serious damage to itself or the 
systems that control it," said Campbell. "Making sure the 
rudder was ready was not a one-man job. It took the work of 
everyone, especially Sailors working in the hydraulics 
division." 

It is the responsibility of the engineers to maintain 
steering mechanisms to Truman standards, said Campbell. 

"We will keep up with maintenance and make sure 
Truman will continue to perform the mission it was built to 
perform," said Campbell. 

Truman is conducting sea trials in collaboration with 
Norfolk Naval Shipyard to train Sailors and ensure operability 
of equipment and systems while at sea. 
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9. USS Frank Cable Ready To Sail 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 10 JUL 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist Seaman Chris Salisbury, USS Frank Cable Public Affairs 

PORTLAND -- Submarine tender USS Frank Cable (AS 
40) is returning to her homeport in Guam after a six-month 
overhaul in dry-dock, July 7. 

The dry-docking was a scheduled overhaul to repair and 
preserve the hull and engineering areas of the ship. 

"The last time the ship was docked was in 2004, and this 
overhaul will allow the ship to operate for at least another five 
years before docking again," said Capt. Pete Hildreth, 
commanding officer aboard Frank Cable. 

Improvements were made to the interior and exterior of 
the ship to improve Frank Cable's mission readiness and 
support of submarines deployed in the Pacific. 

"We also installed several improved systems, such as new 
electrical switchboard, SOLAS lifeboats, improved cable TV 
for the crew and improvements to our fuel oil systems and 
boiler automation," said Hildreth. "Improvement in our 
electrical distribution will help with our ability to provide 
reliable power to submarines. We also modified our cable TV 
system, so we can much more easily provide cable TV or TV-
DTS, while at anchor, to submarines moored alongside." 

Sailors assigned to Frank Cable during the shipyard 
period were tasked with maintaining the spaces while in 
upkeep and watchstanding to maintain the security of the ship. 

"The crew has worked very hard and dedicated many 
hours to successfully complete this shipyard availability," said 
Frank Cable Command Master Chief James R. Schneider. 
"During the crew's time in Portland, they have had some time 
to appreciate what this fine city has to offer while presenting 
themselves, the Frank Cable and the Navy with the utmost 
respect and professionalism. I am very proud of our 
accomplishments." 

"The crew's hard work, both MILPERS (military 
personnel) and CIVMAR (civilian service mariners), 
contributed to the significantly improved material condition of 
the ship," said Hildreth. "Their efforts will have an impact on 
the ship for years to come." 

Frank Cable is currently conducting sea trials before 
returning to Guam. 

Frank Cable is temporarily relieved from conducting 
maintenance of submarines and surface vessels deployed in 
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the 7th Fleet area of responsibility by the submarine tender USS Emory S. Land (AS 39). 
Return to Index 
 
 

GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
10. War Games To Say 'Keep Out' 
(CNN 09 JUL 12) ... Barbara Star and Wolf Blitzer 

Syria's leader actually blaming the United States for 
undermining peace efforts in his country, Bashar al-Assad 
accusing the U.S. of supporting terrorists – that's his word – 
who are fighting to overthrow him. Not only that, the Syrians 
are conducting war games right now. 

Let’s go to our Pentagon correspondent, Barbara Starr. 
She’s monitoring what’s going on. Barbara, what are you 
learning? 

Barbara Starr: Well, Wolf, these are war games that the 
U.S. is watching very carefully and listening more closely to 
what is going on. 

A show of force from Syria – new live fire exercises to 
send the message it can repel a foreign attack along its coast 
using ships, aircraft, and missile batteries. It comes as 
Secretary of State Hillary Clinton ratcheted up the rhetoric 
against the Syrian regime. 

Secretary Of State Hillary Clinton: The future, to me, 
should be abundantly clear to those who support the Assad 
regime. The days are numbered. 

Starr: Even as attacks continue inside Syria, these drills 
are meant to show the regime is ready to fight. 

Cedric Leighton [Former Member Of U.S. Joint 
Staff]: They’re going to use everything that they possibly can 
in their power to warn other countries away from Syrian air 
space, the Syrian land mass and the Syrian seacoast. 

Starr: It’s a message Syria sent last month when it shot 
down a Turkish fighter jet – don’t get in our space. 

These shows of force are happening all over the Middle 
East right now as tensions rise, in next-door Jordan, Jordanian 

and U.S. troops conducting weeks of training with nearly two 
dozen other nations; in the Persian Gulf, the U.S. Navy has 
sent the USS Ponce, a warship now turned into a floating base. 

And Iran continuing its ongoing weapons tests, warning 
the world it can control the oil shipping lanes of the Persian 
Gulf. But Iran, too, is now watching the latest Syrian live fire 
drills. It’s worried its long time ally in Syria is shaky. 

Leighton: Without Syria, Iran has some significant 
strategic challenges that it has to face. And they are very, very 
concerned that the Syrian regime will not hold. 

Starr: But the risk, of course, always is this, and that is 
miscalculation. With so many military forces out there. And at 
any moment, a training drill, an exercise, can suddenly turn 
into a firefight. Wolf. 

Blitzer: I know the U.S. intelligence community is 
closely watching these Syrian war games. What are they 
learning if anything? 

Starr: You know, 100 percent, Wolf. That’s exactly right 
– the CIA, U.S. intelligence agencies, the Pentagon, keeping 
an eye on all of this. What they learn is not just the status of 
Syria’s weapons, but the status of their forces. Do they have 
command and control? Do they have communications? Can 
they muster the forces and get out there and conduct these 
exercises and really be credible? Is this really a show of force? 
Is it something less than that? This will help them come to an 
assessment of how strong Assad’s forces really are at this 
point. Wolf. 

View Clip (RT: 2:00) 
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11. Clinton: 'Pivot To Asia' About Promoting Democracy, Not Countering China 
(THE HILL 09 JUL 12) ... Julian Pecquet 

Secretary of State Hillary Clinton is on a whirlwind tour 
of Asia this week, hoping to convince allies that the 
administration's much-touted “pivot to Asia” is about 
promoting human rights and democracy, rather than curtailing 
China's rise. 

Clinton acknowledged that U.S. military outreach to 
regional partners worried about Chinese ambitions has 
dominated the headlines since the administration announced 
the new strategy last fall. 

The realignment, however, has three main dimensions — 
security, economic and “common values” — she said in a 
speech Monday, the last of which is at the “heart” of U.S. 
policy vis-a-vis Asia. 

“I have to say that in many ways, the heart of our strategy, 
the piece that binds all the rest of it together, is our support for 
democracy and human rights,” Clinton said during a visit to 
Mongolia. “Those are not only my nation’s most cherished 
values; they are the birthright of every person born in the 
world.” 

Clinton's visit to the continent — she attended an Afghan 
donors' conference in Japan over the weekend and next travels 

to Vietnam, Laos and Cambodia for the Association of 
Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) Regional Forum – follows 
Secretary of Defense Leon Panetta's own highly scrutinized 
Asia trip last month. 

Panetta met with other Asian defense chiefs in Singapore 
to discuss tensions in the South China Sea and other hotspots 
where China is asserting its power, following earlier 
announcements that the United States is boosting its military 
presence in Australia, the Philippines and other areas. 

In her speech, Clinton praised Mongolia, which has been 
viewed as a shining democratic example in the region since it 
got rid of communism in its democratic revolution of 1990 
and this year is hosting the Community of Democracies, a 
global intergovernmental coalition of democratic countries. 
She went on to highlight recent elections in Taiwan, the 
Philippines and Timor-Leste and the democratic progress in 
Thailand and Burma to take a dig at China, without 
mentioning the country by name. 

“These and other achievements across the region show 
what is possible,” she said. “And they stand in stark contrast to 
those governments that continue to resist reforms, that work 



 11

around the clock to restrict people’s access to ideas and 
information, to imprison them for expressing their views, to 
usurp the rights of citizens to choose their leaders, to govern 
without accountability, to corrupt the economic progress of the 
country and take the riches onto themselves.” 

Despite the dig, the State Department says it sees China 
as a partner and rival, but not an enemy. To underscore that 
point, Clinton is set to have a “very substantial session” with 
Chinese Foreign Minister Yang Jiechi on the margins of the 
ASEAN summit. 

“One of the things that we are seeking to underscore 
during this visit is ... a strong determination to show the region 
that the United States and China are committed to work 
closely together,” a senior State Department official told 
reporters traveling to Mongolia. 

“There will be inevitable competition, but we want to 
channel that competition into areas that are productive. And 
we want to make very clear that the two countries are prepared 
to work in a constructive manner here in the 21st century.” 

Return to Index 
 

12. China Launches Naval War Games 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 10 JUL 12) 

BEIJING — China's navy will on Tuesday begin annual 
military exercises off its east coast, state media reported, amid 
tensions over maritime territorial disputes with its neighbours. 

"According to our annual plan for exercises, the Chinese 
People's Liberation Army's navy will in the coming days hold 
exercise activities in the waters near the Zhoushan islands," 
the ministry said in a statement on Monday. 

The ministry provided no other details on the war games. 
But the China Daily said the live fire naval exercises 

would start on Tuesday and last for six days. 
The Zhoushan islands lie in the East China Sea not far 

from the coastal city of Shanghai. The China Daily said the 
exercises would not be held in any waters also claimed by 
another country. 

Last week, the ministry announced a ban on shipping and 
fishing vessels entering the designated exercise area, the paper 
said. 

The exercises come after Japanese Prime Minister 
Yoshihiko Noda said Saturday that Japan was considering 
buying a chain of islands at the centre of its bitter territorial 
dispute with China and Taiwan. 

Those islands in the East China Sea are called Senkaku in 
Japanese and Diaoyu in Chinese, and are further to the east 
than the area where the imminent naval exercises are being 
planned. 

China reacted angrily to Noda's remarks, as both 
governments reiterated their claims over the islands. 

China is locked in similarly tense disputes with Vietnam 
and the Philippines in the neighbouring South China Sea. 

Vietnam and the Philippines have accused China of 
increasingly aggressive behaviour in the area. 

China claims essentially all of the South China Sea, home 
to vital shipping lanes and believed to be rich in oil and gas 
deposits. Taiwan and Brunei and Malaysia also have claims in 
the waters. 
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13. ASEAN Agrees On Rules For South China Sea Conduct 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 09 JUL 12) 

PHNOM PENH, Cambodia — Ten Southeast Asian 
nations have agreed on a code of conduct to prevent armed 
clashes over the South China Sea but still seek to get China to 
agree to it, a Cambodian official said Monday. 

The agreement was reached at a meeting of foreign 
ministers in the Association of Southeast Asian Nations, to 
which China does not belong. The issue of contending 
maritime claims is the major topic of the talks held in the 
Cambodian capital Phnom Penh, in large part because tensions 
over the sea have escalated in recent months. Chinese and 
Philippine ships engaged in a standoff in one disputed area 
starting in April, and Vietnam last month protested Chinese 
energy proposals for seas both nations claim. 

In his opening speech at the ASEAN meeting, Cambodian 
Prime Minister Hun Sen urged Southeast Asian countries to do 
more to promote mutual economic growth and security and 
called for a code of conduct in the South China Sea to be 
implemented. 

Cambodian Secretary of State Kao Kim Hourn said at a 
news conference late Monday that the declaration is intended 
to cover China in addition to ASEAN states. The code would 
spell out rules governing maritime rights and navigation in the 
South China Sea. 

He said that ASEAN had "agreed on the key elements 
among ASEAN only, and from now on we have to start 

discussing this with China." Details of the code of conduct 
were not given. 

ASEAN will have a ministerial level meeting with China 
on Wednesday morning, along with other high-level meetings 
later this week. 

China claims virtually the entire South China Sea and has 
created an entirely new city to administer it, sparking protests 
from rival claimants. The sea is crossed by some of the world's 
busiest sea lanes, has rich fishing grounds and is believed to 
have vast energy reserves. 

Hun Sen in his opening speech also said that ASEAN 
faces challenges including instability elsewhere in the world, 
natural disasters and high food and energy costs. He said the 
economic gap among ASEAN's 10 members has narrowed but 
needs to be reduced further to ensure competitiveness and 
achieve real regional integration. 

Kao Kim Hourn also announced the postponement of the 
signing of three documents on the Southeast Asia Nuclear 
Weapon-Free Zone, which had been expected this week. 

He said the delay was the result of reservations raised by 
several members of the five recognized nuclear-weapon states. 
Because they were raised "at the last minute," more time was 
needed for additional consultations, he said. 
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14. U.S. Says Senkaku Islands Fall Within Scope Of Japan-U.S. Security Treaty 
(KYODO NEWS 10 JUL 12) 

WASHINGTON -- The Japanese-controlled Senkaku 
Islands, a group of uninhabited islands in the East China Sea 
to which China and Taiwan have both made claim, fall within 
the scope of the 1960 Japan-U.S. security treaty which 
requires the country to defend Japan in the event of armed 
attacks, a senior State Department official said Monday. 

"The Senkakus would fall within the scope of Article 5 of 
the 1960 U.S.-Japan Treaty of Mutual Cooperation and 
Security because the Senkaku Islands have been under the 
administrative control of the government of Japan since they 
were returned as part of the reversion of Okinawa in 1972," 
the official told Kyodo News. 

The treaty's Article 5 states, "Each party recognizes that 
an armed attack against either party in the territories under the 
administration of Japan would be dangerous to its own peace 
and safety and declares that it would act to meet the common 
danger in accordance with its constitutional provisions and 
processes." 

This is the first time a senior U.S. official has referred to 
the security treaty since the government of Prime Minister 
Yoshihiko Noda indicated its intention to buy three of the five 
islands from a private owner and nationalize them. 

Earlier in the day, the official said, "The U.S. does not 
take a position on the question of the ultimate sovereignty of 
the Senkaku Islands. We expect the claimants to resolve the 
issue through peaceful means, among themselves." 

The Senkaku islets were under Washington's control after 
World War II but were returned to Japan together with 
Okinawa, the official said. 

Meanwhile, another State Department official said 
Japanese and U.S. government officials discussed the Senkaku 

Islands issue when Secretary of State Hillary Clinton visited 
Japan earlier this month to attend an international aid 
conference on Afghanistan in Tokyo. 

During the discussions, the Japanese officials said Japan 
is in talks with China over the matter, the State Department 
official said. 

In Tokyo on Tuesday, Japanese Foreign Minister 
Koichiro Gemba told a news conference that the dispute over 
the Senkaku Islands was not discussed in talks between 
Clinton and Noda or himself. 

The administration of President Barack Obama remained 
vague over the issue of the Senkaku Islands until October 
2010 when Clinton clearly recognized that the islets fall within 
the scope of the Japan-U.S. security treaty. 

In April, Tokyo Gov. Shintaro Ishihara unveiled a plan to 
buy the islets. 

On Saturday, Noda said, "We're considering the issue 
from the viewpoint of maintaining and controlling (the 
islands) in a peaceful and stable manner. We're having various 
kinds of contacts," indicating that the government plans to 
nationalize the islets. 

The same day, China reacted to the Japanese plan. In a 
statement, the Chinese Foreign Ministry said that “whatever 
unilateral action the Japanese side takes” regarding the islands 
would be "unlawful and invalid." 

The Senkakus, which are called Diaoyu in China and 
Tiaoyutai in Taiwan, are a group of uninhabited islets that 
belong to the city of Ishigaki, Okinawa Prefecture. 

In 2010, the Japan Coast Guard arrested the captain of a 
Chinese fishing boat over collisions with two Japanese patrol 
boats near the islands. Bilateral ties subsequently deteriorated. 
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15. Japan To Host ASEAN Summit On Maritime Security In 2013 
(KYODO NEWS 10 JUL 12) 

TOKYO -- Japan has decided to host a special summit 
with the Association of Southeast Asian Nations late next year 
to strengthen their maritime security cooperation at a time 
when China is rapidly expanding its naval capacity in Asian 
waters, government sources said Tuesday. 

Foreign Minister Koichiro Gemba is likely to announce 
the plan at the Japan-ASEAN foreign ministers' meeting in 
Cambodia on Wednesday, the sources added. 

At the planned summit, Japan and the ASEAN members 
are expected to issue a joint communique that would become a 
new guideline for strengthening their ties on maritime 
security, while mapping out a subsequent action plan, they 
said. 

A Japan-ASEAN summit has been held every year since 
2009, but this would be the second time Japan has hosted a 
meeting between its prime minister and leaders of the 10 
ASEAN countries since December 2003. 

Concerns over Beijing's growing assertiveness in 
resource-rich Asian waters have been growing recently. 
Chinese boats have repeatedly been spotted in a contiguous 
zone near the Senkaku Islands in the East China Sea, 
administered by Japan but also claimed by China and Taiwan, 
while ASEAN countries have been involved in disputes with 
China over maritime borders in the South China Sea. 

Japan's decision to hold the special summit with the 
ASEAN members reflects its belief that they have a common 
interest in maritime security, the sources said. 

Japan and the ASEAN nations, meanwhile, are likely to 
agree to boost their economic ties in the joint communique as 
the ASEAN region is aiming to create an economic 
community by 2015. 

ASEAN comprises Brunei, Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos, 
Malaysia, Myanmar, the Philippines, Singapore, Vietnam and 
Thailand. 
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16. Multiple Tours Of Duty Allowed Despite Mental Health Risks 
(SYDNEY MORNING HERALD 07 JUL 12) ... Dylan Welch 

Australian special forces are being allowed to deploy on 
back-to-back tours of duty, sometimes doing half-a-dozen 
tours in as many years, despite the military acknowledging 
that such deployments may have a detrimental effect on 
mental health. 

The issue has been in focus this week after Australia 
suffered its 33rd combat death in Afghanistan, Special Air 
Service sergeant Blaine Diddams. He was shot dead during a 
firefight in the Chora Valley on Tuesday. 

While members of the Australian special forces 
community have rejected claims that the death of Sergeant 
Diddams, who has served seven tours in Afghanistan since 
2001, was partly caused by his numerous tours, some have 
acknowledged the strain of a decade of war. 

One of the defining characteristics of the wars in Iraq and 
Afghanistan has been an increased use of special operations 
forces to gather intelligence, train local forces and catch or kill 
senior enemy figures. 

The successful raid to kill Osama bin Laden last year by 
the U.S.’s Joint Special Operations Command was illustrative 
of their highly successful expanded role. 

Politicians from most Western nations have also 
embraced their special forces as they present less risk of 
adverse publicity stemming from high casualty rates. 

However, in 2010 the Australian Defence Force’s Joint 
Health Command provided a ministerial submission to the 

Defence Personnel Minister, Warren Snowdon. It refers to 
“emerging research, which has found respite periods between 
deployments is important to good mental health.” 

Emerging research suggests “the amount of respite period 
between deployments may be more important than the length 
or frequency of deployments,” the report states. 

It is for that reason that Australia’s Special Operations 
Command has a policy requiring 12 months’ rest between 
deployments. However, that policy is rarely adhered to. 

Instead, most SAS and commando troops can acquire 
volunteer status, which means they can then be redeployed 
immediately after returning home. 

They are approached by their commanding officer and 
asked if they are of volunteer status. They then sign a waiver 
and are redeployed, sometimes within weeks of returning 
home. 

Sergeant Diddams is an example of the huge effort put in 
by special forces soldiers in Afghanistan, with his service 
record showing he was deployed to Afghanistan six times 
since 2007. 

Between May 2007 and July 2008 alone he was deployed 
three times and had less than three months’ rest in Australia, 
his record shows. 

Special forces soldiers have rejected claims made this 
week, however, that Sergeant Diddams’s death was in some 
way connected to how many times he had been deployed. 
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17. Indian Navy To Commission A Warship And A Base Ship 
(TIMES OF INDIA 09 JUL 12) ... Narayan Namboodiri 

MUMBAI -- The Indian Navy is going to boast its powers 
with the commissioning of two ships in the coming week. The 
two ships are 'INS Tanaji' (a base depot ship) and the second is 
the warship 'INS Sahyadri'. 

Defence officials said the commissioning ceremony of the 
Base Depot Ship 'INS Tanaji' will be held at the Mankhurd 
Naval Base Station. Admiral Nirmal Kumar Verma, Chief of 
Naval Staff will be the Chief Guest on the occasion. The 
ceremony will held at 8 am on July 10. "The so called 'Base 
Depot Ship', will look after berthing and ship lift facilities and 
will add punch and power to the Indian Navy," said the 
officials. 

Meanwhile, the commissioning ceremony of naval 
warship 'Sahyadri' will be held at Naval Dockyard, Mumbai. 
The ceremony will held at 2pm on July 21. AK Antony, 
Raksha Mantri, will be the Chief Guest on the occasion. "INS 
Sahyadri will be the third ship of the Shivalik class of stealth 
frigates," said Indian Defence Chief PRO Manohar Nambiar. 

Officials said that INS Sahyadri finished its construction 
at Mazagon Dock Limited. The keel for INS Sahyadri was laid 
on March 17, 2003. She was launched on May 27, 2005 and 
will be commissioned on July 21. 

The Project 17 warships are christened after hill ranges in 
India and the 4,900-tonne vessels are one of the most 
advanced design with stealth features in the Indian Navy 
stable. "The MDL had laid the keel of INS Sahyadri in March 
2003 and launched it in the water in May 2005. The warship 
had gone out into the Arabian Sea for sea trials earlier this 
year. India plans to build seven more warships of this class in 
the future as a follow-on Project-17A," said the officials. 

The Shivalik class frigates are 142-metre long, 17-metre 
wide warships that run on two Pielstick 16 PA6 STC diesel 
engines and two GE LM2500+ boost turbines in combined 
diesel or gas (CODOG) configuration. 
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PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
18. Coalition Of Sailors Against Destructive Decisions Seeks Nominations For Top Chapters 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 09 JUL 12) ... Lt. Michael Fallon, Chief of Naval Personnel Public Affairs 

WASHINGTON -- The nomination period for the Fiscal 
Year 2012 Coalition of Sailors Against Destructive Decisions 
(CSADD) Chapter of the Year Awards is open, as announced 
in NAVADMIN 207/12, released July 7. 

CSAAD is a peer mentoring program for active and 
reserve Sailors, Reserve Officer Training Corps (ROTC) 
candidates, and Junior Reserve Officer Training Corps 
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(JROTC) cadets aimed at promoting good decision-making 
and leadership development at the most junior levels. 

The annual awards, which recognize top CSADD chapters 
at both sea- and shore-based commands, are a testament to the 
progress of the CSADD program throughout the fleet, 
according to Chief of Naval Personnel Fleet Master Chief 
(SW/AW/SCW) Scott A. Benning. 

"Making good decisions - and Sailors encouraging their 
shipmates to make the right choice - is critical to Sailor and 
fleet readiness," said Benning. "The support that our CSADD 
Sailors provide to their fellow Sailors, and to their Navy, is 
incredible -these awards seek to recognize their efforts." 

Though originally envisioned as a response to frequent 
DUI cases in the mid-Atlantic region, the CSADD program 
quickly expanded to encompass a variety of issues and has 
spread across the fleet worldwide. Today, it is a peer-
mentoring program for all aspects of life in which Sailors face 
pressures or temptations to make unwise decisions. 

Monthly training is conducted at the nearly 300 chapters 
of CSADD fleet-wide; topics vary each month and provide a 
forum for Sailors to discuss important issues and create new 
methods for helping their fellow Sailors. In addition to 
promoting healthy life choices, the program also develops 
members' leadership skills. 

Recent initiatives by CSADD members have included the 
use of posters, videos, and social media to reach out to others. 
Additionally this year, for the first time, CSADD held two 

rallies in both San Diego and Norfolk with the theme of 
"Navigating Success," to provoke thought and inspire young 
leaders to discuss a variety of issues affecting the fleet, such as 
sexual assault awareness, bystander intervention, responsible 
alcohol use, off-duty safety and Sailor family readiness. 

Through programs like CSADD, Sailors are proving that 
helping their peers to achieve success individually is vital to 
achieving success as a team. 

"CSADD is all about I.C.E. - Inspirational Leadership, 
Challenging our young Sailors to engage, and Empowering 
them to lead," said Benning. "Our Sailors have strong opinions 
- and solutions - for many of the challenges facing our Navy." 

CSADD Sailors are taking on leadership challenges both 
on and off-duty, reinforcing both the core principles of 
CSADD and the Navy's 21st Century Sailor and Marine 
initiative. The 21st Century Sailor and Marine initiative which 
consolidates a set of objectives and policies, new and existing, 
to maximize Sailor and Marine personal readiness, build 
resiliency and hone the most combat-effective force in the 
history of the Navy and Marine Corps. 

Information about applying for the CSADD award, 
registering a chapter for CSADD, and requirements and 
processes related to the award can be found in NAVADMIN 
207/12. Nominations must be submitted by the unit 
commander of registered CSADD chapters to their regional 
commanders by Oct. 1. 
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19. Move Up Or Get Out 
New high- year tenure rules give sailors 5 years to make E-4 
(NAVY TIMES 16 JUL 12) ... Mark D. Faram 

Nearly 80,000 active-duty and full-time support sailors E-
3 and below were put on notice July 1: Make petty officer 
before the end of your fifth year of service, or go home. 

The tough, potentially career-ending rules issued in 
NAVADMIN 198/12 on June 28 implement a change 
announced in January that shortens from six years to five the 
time active-duty sailors can stay in the fleet before they must 
advance to E-4. The rules also make it more difficult for an 
enlisted sailor to get or keep a waiver to extend a deadline for 
advancement to the next paygrade, and make clear that there 
are fewer second chances for those who lose rank in 
disciplinary proceedings. 

Active-duty E-1s and E-2s must make E-3 by four years 
or face discharge, as well. 

The crackdown is the latest step in a decade-long 
tightening of high-year tenure rules, which govern how long 
sailors can stay in the Navy without advancing in rank. 

“The changes … were a result of a thorough review of the 
HYT policy,” said Sharon Anderson, spokeswoman for the 
chief of naval personnel. “After the review, the Navy saw a 
need for updating the HYT policy to keep pace with and 
support Navy’s force management tools.” 

Anderson said the latest changes will help increase 
advancement and retention opportunities for the best-
performing sailors. 

They’re also designed to cut manpower costs — the 
Navy’s largest budget item. Navy officials would not directly 
address the impact of the changes, but they have said in the 

past that the more poor performers the Navy removes from the 
ranks, the more top performers can stay and advance. 

They’ve also pointed to increased advancement 
opportunities this year as a benefit of past “force shaping” 
measures designed to make it harder for sailors with 
blemished records to stay in the Navy. On April 25, Navy 
officials told a Senate committee they expected to have 
“slightly more” than 900 high-year tenure separations for 
selected paygrades in 2013, along with about 40 officers 
selected for early retirement. 

Officials said the Navy also plans to cut about 1,500 low-
ranking sailors who either don’t finish their initial training 
pipeline or who fail to advance beyond E-2 or E-3 in the 
allotted time. 

The changes mean 593 sailors who haven’t met the new 
advancement standards will be involuntarily discharged by 
March 31 unless their end-of-service date is sooner. Officials 
have said they will consider waivers, but only under 
extraordinary circumstances. 

Everyone else ranking E-3 or below — 79,518 sailors as 
of March 31 — has been put on notice that they must advance 
or face the same fate. 

Tightening Up 
The latest changes are the first major moves since 2005, 

when E-5 high-year tenure was slashed from 20 years to 14. 
That policy, though, was phased in over four years, and nearly 
10,000 sailors were allowed to stay until retirement even if 
they didn’t advance any further. 
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Also in 2005, officials dropped the limits for Reserve E-7 
and E-8 by two years apiece — to 24 and 26 years 
respectively — which made the “up or out limits” for E-7 and 
above identical to those in the active component. 

In 2002, the service made the first adjustments to high-
year tenure since 1992, when it dropped the limit for E-6s to 
20 years of service, down from 22. At the same time, the limit 
for E-4 was adjusted from 12 years to 10. A year later, the 
limit for E-4s was cut again to eight years, where it remains 
today. 

The only exception to the tighter standards came last year, 
when officials allowed E-9s in the most senior command 
master chief billets to stay longer, saying more time was 
needed to grow leaders into those positions and would put the 
Navy in line with the practices of other services. 

The changes also kill a rule that had allowed E-3 sailors 
with more than six years of service the ability to get approved 
in the Perform to Serve re-enlistment system and stay for up to 
eight years provided they had passed an E-4 exam but weren’t 
advanced. What’s not clear is whether those who were 
previously granted an eight-year stay will be allowed to serve 
or be sent home. 

Get Busted, Get Booted 
Any enlisted sailors who lose rank as a result of 

disciplinary proceedings and thus find themselves on the 
wrong side of the new limits won’t get second chances under 
the new rules; they’ll have to leave the Navy within 180 days 
of being busted. Those who are already in that position will be 
forced out by Dec. 31 unless their end-of-service date is 
sooner. 

Sailors who are reinstated or advance to a higher 
paygrade will be allowed to stay. Sailors can also apply for 
waivers, but Navy officials warn that they will be scrutinized 
more strictly than in the past. 

For the 925 sailors who already have high-year tenure 
waivers, any failure to meet the conditions of the waiver will 
prompt it to be revoked. Then they must now be discharged 
within 120 days, unless they’ve got enough time to transfer to 
the fleet reserve or retire. 

The only exception to those rules is that sailors with 
between 18 and 20 years of service will be allowed to stay 
until they can retire. 

Return to Index 
 

20. Reservists See Slim Chances To Advance 
(NAVY TIMES 16 JUL 12) ... Mark D. Faram 

The good news is the spring Navy Reserve petty officer 
exam results are finally here. The bad news is the chance to 
advance is down across the board. 

The drop can mostly be attributed to an expected 20 
percent cut in Reserve end strength that began in fiscal 2012 
and will conclude in fiscal 2015. Add to that a “historic high” 
for retention, and the rate of attrition — essentially the number 
of sailors who drop out and don’t complete their enlistments, 
compared with those who do — is low, said Edward Buczek, 
spokesman for Navy Reserve Forces Command in Norfolk, 
Va. 

Buczek didn’t define the retention levels further but did 
say that the attrition rate, which normally hovers around 25 
percent, dropped this past year to the “extraordinarily low” 
rate of 18.5 percent. 

In addition, the Reserve is struggling to find billets for 
many of the near 3,000 E-4 through E-7 sailors cut by last 
year’s two enlisted retention boards, according to Reserve and 
active-duty personnel sources familiar with the discussions. 
Many of those sailors are seeking to finish their careers as 
reservists and salvage some retirement from their Navy time. 

Because officials base advancements on future force 
levels, sometimes as far as two years out, it paints a bleak 
picture for reservist advancement, at least for now. 

It’s also a stark contrast to the active force, which saw a 
50 percent jump in petty officer advancements this spring. In 
all, 29,872 active-duty and full-time support sailors are 
moving up, an increase of more than 9,400. 

The silver lining to the Reserve’s dark cloud is that quota 
planners did succeed in ensuring every rating with eligible 
sailors advanced at least one sailor this cycle. Unfortunately, 
31 quotas between the three paygrades went unused this cycle, 
as those ratings had no eligible sailors to advance. 

Most of the pending force cuts will happen at the petty 
officer second class level, normally the most common rank for 
sailors leaving active duty and joining the Reserve. 

This fact made E-5 the hardest hit with 551 quotas, down 
from 1,017 last fall. That loss in quotas drove the chance to 
advance down to 12.2 percent, from 24 percent last cycle. But 
there’s still good news if you have the right skills. Of the 68 
ratings in the Reserve at this level, 34 of them advanced above 
the 12.2 percent average. Sixteen of those are advancing all 
eligible sailors. 

Meanwhile, there are 23 ratings that fall below that mark. 
Worst of all, 11 ratings had one quota each, but no eligible 
sailors to fill them. 

Petty officer third class was the next hardest hit, with 797 
quotas and a 50 percent chance to advance, down from 979 
quotas and a 64 percent opportunity last cycle. 

At the third-class level, there are 62 ratings in the Reserve 
force. Of those, 24 scored above the E-4 average of 50 percent 
and 19 advanced all eligible sailors. 

There were 20 ratings falling below the average and 18 
with no eligible sailors, though each of those did have a single 
quota. 

Least affected was E-6, where quotas dropped to 638, 
down from 693 last cycle. That decrease moved the chance to 
advance down slightly to 10.5 percent from last cycle’s 12 
percent. 

There are 68 ratings at the E-6 level, and 31 advanced 
above the Navy-wide average for the paygrade. 

Eight of those advanced all eligible sailors. 
Meanwhile, 35 ratings fell below that average mark and 

two ratings had one quota each, but no sailors to advance to 
them. 

Return to Index 
 



 16

21. Reserve Advocates Decry Proposed Drill Pay Cut 
(NAVY TIMES 16 JUL 12) ... Andrew Tilghman 

A proposal to fundamentally change — and potentially 
reduce — drill pay for reserve-component troops is drawing 
harsh criticism from reserve advocacy groups. 

The proposal stems from a quirk in reserve pay that gives 
troops more for doing weekend drills at home than for 
deploying overseas to a combat zone. 

National Guard and reserve members now receive one 
day of pay for a four-hour drill, and typically perform four 
drills over one weekend. The new idea, floated in the 11th 
Quadrennial Review of Military Compensation released in 
June, calls for giving nearly all reserve-component troops one 
day’s pay for one day’s service. 

The proposal, which would require approval from 
Congress, drew opposition from the Reserve Officers 
Association, which said it is unfair and threatens future 
recruitment and retention. 

Retired Marine Maj. Gen. Andrew Davis, ROA executive 
director, said the QRMC’s proposal is “unacceptable” and 
warned that his group would vigorously fight such a change. 

The problem is that paying reservists only for drill time 
does not give them credit for extra time spent on military-
related duties between drills, such as administrative chores or 
taking online classes for advancement. 

Davis said junior officers and enlisted members would be 
hurt the most by the change and may reconsider their service 
plans. 

“Without adequate pay, pressures from employers and 
family will tempt many to simply leave service once their 
initial obligation is complete,” he said. 

The proposed change to drill pay is part of a larger plan to 
simplify the reserve pay system, a complex set of 30 payment 
statuses that require new orders every time a member makes a 
transition. 

The QRMC acknowledges the new system would require 
added payments to offset a loss of compensation for drilling 
reservists. That would likely involve one or more incentive 
pays, such as a fixed annual amount paid to all reserve troops, 
an additional percentage added to annual pay, or a targeted 
special pay offered only to troops with eight to 15 years of 
service, for example. 

The cuts in drill pay would be partly offset by other 
proposed changes, such as increased housing and food 
allowances and a travel stipend for weekend drills, said Tom 
Bush, QRMC director. 

Pete Duffy, acting legislative director of the National 
Guard Association, said comparing pay for active and reserve 
troops is like “comparing apples to oranges.” Most reserve 
troops have full-time jobs during the week, so weekend drills 
amount to overtime. Moreover, reservists do not have the 
same health care benefits and support that active-duty troops 
do. And they have to do physical training on their own. 

Given the opposition from reserve advocates, it appears 
unlikely that Congress would directly approve the QRMC’s 
proposed changes to reserve pay. 

Yet some fear that this type of change could show up with 
fast-track approval procedures, similar to the base closing 
process, in which Congress would not be able to modify the 
plan. The Senate Armed Services Committee and Pentagon 
propose such a commission in the 2013 defense budget. 
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22. House Approves COLA Bill For Veterans 
(NAVY TIMES 09 JUL 12) ... Rick Maze 

The House of Representatives moved Monday to try to 
eliminate one bit of financial uncertainty by passing a bill 
guaranteeing a Dec. 1 cost-of-living adjustment in veterans 
disability and survivor benefits that will match whatever 
increase is provided to Social Security beneficiaries. 

The bill, HR 4114, is necessary because Congress has 
clung to a decades-old practice of passing an annual COLA 
bill for veterans, while Social Security, military and federal 
civilian retired pay and federal annuities automatically 
increase each year by a formula set in law. 

The bill passed by 369-0 vote. It now moves to the Senate 
for action. 

The size of the December COLA is not yet known, but it 
is expected to range between 1.3 percent and 1.9 percent, 
based on the costs of goods and services that go into the 
Bureau of Labor Statistics’ Consumer Price Index. A final 
calculation won’t be made until early October. 

Even then, there is a chance — albeit slight — that the 
COLA for all federal beneficiaries could be reduced or 
eliminated as part of a deficit reduction agreement. There has 
been talk of changing how COLAs are calculated so that the 
increase would be slightly smaller for beneficiaries but it is 
unlikely Congress could act quickly enough for the change to 
apply to the Dec. 1 COLAs that will first appear in January 
checks. 

Veterans’ COLA legislation doesn’t have to be signed 
into law until November in order to be paid on time, but Rep. 
Jeff Miller, R-Fla., the House Veterans Affairs Committee, 
said he doesn’t think veterans should have to wait to know 
they are getting an increase. 

“Veterans have enough to worry about without the added 
stress of not knowing if their cost-of-living adjustments will 
be held up in a political tug-of-war,” Miller said in a 
statement. “We have an obligation to the men and women who 
served this nation to make sure we are doing everything we 
can to keep the promise made to them.” 

The veterans’ committee passed a bill in April, sponsored 
by Rep. Jon Runyan, R-N.J., that would make veterans’ 
COLAs automatic each year, just like Social Security, 
beginning with the 2013 COLA. That bill is not yet scheduled 
for a vote on the House floor. 

Runyan said he supports moving the 2012 COLA bill 
now. 

“By acting on the yearly COLA this summer instead of 
waiting until the last minute, we tell America’s veterans that 
we remain dedicated to ensuring that they are given the 
benefits they were promised when they signed up to serve,” 
Runyan said. 
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23. Senators Concerned Over TRICARE Fee Increases 
(FEDERAL NEWS RADIO 09 JUL 12) ... Jared Serbu and Jolie Lee 

The Pentagon is telling lawmakers that military retirees' 
share of health care costs is going to have to increase if it's 
going to meet the budget targets Congress and the President 
handed over with last year's Budget Control Act. 

Defense officials testified Wednesday before the Senate 
Armed Services Subcommittee on Personnel. 

The TRICARE benefit has been one of the "most 
comprehensive and generous health benefits in this country, 
and our proposals keep it that way," testified Jonathan 
Woodson, assistant secretary of defense for health affairs and 
director of TRICARE Management Activity. 

When TRICARE started in 1996, military retirees paid 26 
percent of overall health costs. In 2012, that percentage has 
dropped to 10 percent. The Defense Department is proposing 
the beneficiaries' share increase to 14 percent by 2017, 
Woodson said. 

Robert Hale, DoD's comptroller, warned that avoiding 
this increase could mean less palatable cuts elsewhere. 

"If, for example, Congress turned down all of our 
compensation proposals and we offset that hole with 

additional force cuts, we could have to cut roughly another 
60,000 troops by 2017...These additional cuts will surely 
jeopardize the new defense strategy that we have recently put 
in play," Hale said. 

Sen. Jim Webb (D-Va.) said increasing TRICARE fees 
would translate into a broken promise to military retirees. 

"This is an obligation that's been made for people whose 
military careers are now done. We're talking about an 
obligation that's made to people to ... provide their medical 
care for the rest of their life based on a compensation package 
that begins the day they enlist and is amortized over the rest of 
their life," Webb said. 

The increases "aren't trivial" for some retirees, said Sen. 
Kelly Ayotte (R-N.H.). Those who receive $22,000 to $45,000 
a year could see their annual fees increase from $500 to 
$1,500 in just a few years, she said. 

"I think we have a duty, given what our servicemen and 
women have done, to really have some hard discussion about 
this, and I'm really concerned about this," Ayotte said. 

Listen To Audio (RT: 5:12) 
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24. Military Brides Benefit From National Program 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 08 JUL 12) ... Courtney Mabeus 

FREDERICK, Md. — Katie Marks-McAuley’s husband 
proposed on a Saturday. The couple married on a beach the 
following Wednesday — just a few days before her groom 
deployed to Afghanistan. 

The short engagement didn’t leave much time for 
wedding planning. 

“It was on the beach, so I just wore a sun dress,” Marks-
McAuley said of her hastily thrown together nuptials in March 
2011. 

The couple will have a reception in August. One thing 
Marks-McAuley won’t have to worry about just happens to be 
among the biggest components of any bride’s big day. She 
picked out her dress, a sleek, simple halter gown Wednesday 
at TLC Bridal Boutique, on North Market Street in downtown 
Frederick. Quite possibly the best part about the dress was the 
cost. 

Marks-McAuley didn’t spend a dime. She benefited from 
TLC Bridal Boutique’s participation in Brides Across 
America, a national program that makes free gowns available 
to military brides who are facing a deployment of their own or 
their fiance’s. As of Monday, TLC Bridal owner Terry L. 
Warfield had about 90 gowns — many of which were samples 
that are being discontinued by manufacturers — set aside to 
give away. 

She estimates they cost her as much as $95,000. Warfield 
said she hopes to have about 100 gowns for a giveaway event 
planned at the shop July 10. 

In order to participate, brides must provide military 
identification and a deployment number. 

“Most brides know it like it’s their social security 
number,” Warfield said of the number. 

The national program began in 2007 and, so far, about 
5,000 dresses have been given away, according to the website. 

So far, about 25 brides have signed on to visit TLC to 
search for their dream dress on July 10, Warfield said. The 
boutique expects to help about 75 brides and has asked for 
participants to register, though Warfield said she expects some 
women to join the line that day. 

Marks-McAuley, who is from New Windsor in Carroll 
County, participated a couple weeks early. She called the shop 
to line up an appointment when Warfield told her about the 
event and invited her in. Marks-McAuley, 23, is currently 
studying for a degree in sociology at Armstrong Atlantic State 
University in Savannah, Ga., and leaves today to study abroad 
for the month in Europe. 

Her husband, Daniel, will return in the next couple of 
weeks from his deployment in Afghanistan, she said. He is 
stationed at Hunter Army Airfield at Fort Stewart, also in 
Savannah. 

“As soon as I put it on, my mom and my friends that were 
there were like, ‘It’s so you,’“ Marks-McAuley said. “I think 
the whole thing was it was just totally unexpected. What are 
the odds?” 

On a recent Monday, most of the dresses — sequined 
gowns in just about every style and size — hung on a rack in a 
warm upstairs attic space waiting for their owners. 

For Warfield, participation in this year’s giveaway has 
special meaning. Her son-in-law is currently deployed as a 
surgeon in Afghanistan, and her daughter is five months 
pregnant. 

“I can’t imagine other wives, although they have the 
support of the base, I can’t imagine how they maintain,” 
Warfield said. 

Only about six brides will be allowed to enter the shop at 
a time, Warfield said, so as to not recreate the chaos that the 
“Running of the Brides” that made Filene’s Basement famous 
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before the Boston-based chain shut down. Priority is given to 
registered participants. 

Warfield said there will be a disc jockey, and the event 
will be catered. For participants who don’t find a dress, 
Warfield will have a list of other stores participating in the 
event, including one in Upper Marlboro, according to the 
national website. 

Dresses left over after the event will be donated to the 
national organization, Warfield said. 

Warfield has owned her shop for about nine years. Her 
own wedding dress, which she got from a department store, 
“disintegrated 10 years ago,” she said. 

“My marriage is still going strong,” Warfield said. 
As a bridal boutique owner, Warfield said she feels 

“blessed to be able to see joy on an everyday basis.” As for 
being able to help Marks-McAuley, Warfield said, “I think we 
both cried.” 
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25. New Airport Security Procedures Available For Wounded Warriors 
(TACOMA (WA) NEWS-TRIBUNE 09 JUL 12) ... John Gillie 

The Transportation Security Administration is making a 
new program available for wounded and injured veterans 
that’s designed to make their passage through airport security 
screening easier and more dignified. 

The program, called the Wounded Warrior-Military 
Severely Injured Joint Support Operations Center Program, is 
available around the clock at the nation’s airports, said TSA 
spokeswoman Lorie Dankers. 

In order to take advantage of the program, wounded 
active duty military members or veterans or their 
representative should notify the operations center before their 
flights with the details of their itineraries. 

The operations center can be contacted either by e-mail or 
by phone. 

The e-mail address is MSIJSOC@dhs.gov. E-mail is the 
preferred contact method because e-mail provides a clear, 
written record of the airline flight details. 

The toll-free phone contact number is 888-262-2396. 
After the initial contact, the operations center will 

acknowledge the contact by e-mail or by phone. 
The operations center will notify security officials at the 

airports involved so they’ll be prepared for the veteran’s 
arrival at the airport and any special requirements for 
screening. 
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FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
26. Lockheed Martin To Supply Anti-Sub Missiles 
(DEFENSE DAILY 10 JUL 12) 

The Navy has awarded Lockheed Martin a $27 million 
contract to provide the parts for 22 Vertical Launch Anti-
Submarine missiles with advancement that included extended 
range and guidance, the company said yesterday. 

The VLA missiles are deployed on Navy cruisers and 
destroyers and are launched from the MK41 vertical launching 
system to deploy a torpedo in an area believed to be the 
location of an enemy sub, allowing the ships to stay at a safer 
distance. 

"Working with our U.S. Navy customer and using our 
collective expertise, we continue advancing the reliability, 
range and effectiveness of the VLA missile," said Colleen 
Arthur, the program director for integrated defense 
technologies at Lockheed Martin's Mission Systems & 
Sensors unit. 

Lockheed Martin said the VLA can be fired without 
maneuvering the ship and provides twice the range of the prior 
anti-submarine rocket system. 
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27. New Testing Simulator For MEADS Delivered 
(DEFENSE DAILY 10 JUL 12) 

A new simulator designed to increase the rate of data 
collection to reduce time needed ahead of flight tests for the 
Medium Extended Air Defense System (MEADS) has been 
delivered to the White Sands Missile Range in New Mexico, 
Lockheed Martin said yesterday. 

Lockheed Martin, which is one of three firms behind the 
international venture developing system, said the MEADS 
System Stimulator generates real-time synthetic targets and 
validates operational MEADS system performance ahead of 
live testing. Germany's LFK and Italy's MBDA are the other 
two firms that form MEADS International. 

"MSS-M allows MEADS to perform real-time, end-to-
end, hardware-in-the-loop simulation of various scenarios in 
the field without having to use live targets for each test," said 
MEADS International President Dave Berganini. 

"The combination of simulated and live targets greatly 
reduces the overall cost of the flight test program," he added. 
"Our efforts to develop a high fidelity simulation and the 
MSS-M enable a much more cost-effective MEADS test 
program." 

The United States, Germany and Italy are the three 
countries funding MEADS, which is a mobile system to 
defense against missiles and is meant to eventually replace the 
Patriot system. 

"With this versatile testing capability, we are able to 
evaluate and assess MEADS system elements hundreds of 
times between actual live flight tests," MEADS International 
Technical Director Marco Riccetti said in a statement. "The 
MSS-M 'learns' from flight test data so future flights expand 
upon what was experienced in previous testing." 

Return to Index 
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28. Sikorsky Inks $8.5 Billion Deal To Build H-60 Helicopters For Army, Navy 
(DEFENSE DAILY 10 JUL 12) 

Sikorsky, a subsidiary of United Technologies Corp., said 
yesterday it signed a five-year, $8.5 billion contract to provide 
the Army and Navy with a baseline quantity of 653 H-60 
Black Hawk and Seahawk helicopters through December 
2017. 

The five-year agreement also allows the Army and Navy 
to order as many as 263 more aircraft within the same 
contractual terms, Sikorsky said in a statement. If exercised, 
the operational purchases could push the contract value as 
high as $11.7 billion. Actual production quantities will be 
determined year-by-year over the life of the program based on 
funding allocations set by Congress and Pentagon acquisition 
priorities. 

The base contract includes UH-60M utility and HH-60M 
Medevac helicopters for the Army and MH-60R and MH-60S 
helicopters for the Navy. To reach the full baseline value of 
$8.5 billion, the services are ordering aircraft in the base 
agreement to be sold via the Foreign Military Sales program, 
Sikorsky said in a statement. 

Black Hawk and Seahawk aircraft deliveries under the 
new contract will begin this month. Sikorsky produces the two 
H-60M Black Hawk and two MH-60 Seahawk aircraft models 
on four separate production lines at its final assembly facility 
in Stratford, Conn., and West Palm Beach, Fla. 
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29. Keeping F-35 On Track 
More foreign deals, testing success will lower JSF price 
(DEFENSE NEWS 09 JUL 12) ... Marcus Weisgerber 

Inking further international deals for the Lockheed Martin 
F-35 Joint Strike Fighter program will continue to lower the 
price of the jet, according to the U.S. Air Force's top 
uniformed weapons buyer. 

But prior to those foreign orders, such as the one 
announced by Japan last month, the program must continue 
performing well during flight tests, said Lt. Gen. Charles 
Davis, the Air Fore's military deputy for acquisition. 

“Lockheed's proven they can deliver the airplanes on the 
schedule [and] on the cost, then we've got to stabilize our 
orders to the point [where] we give them enough quantities to 
be able to predict the future, too," Davis said during a June 29 
interview at the Pentagon. "We've got to hold the quantities as 
best we can within the performance of the contractor to be 
able to try to keep our prices in check." 

The United Kingdom, Netherlands and Norway have all 
ordered test aircraft, and Turkey and Japan have announced 
plans to purchase their initial aircraft. 

The U.S. Air Force's F-35A, the aircraft being purchased 
or evaluated by most international customers, continues to 
meet objectives during flight testing, Davis said. Not including 
development costs, the Pentagon projects the F-35A will cost 
just under $80 million per copy. 

"[T]he airplane is performing at least as well as predicted, 
if not better, in the basic performance of the airplane," Davis 
said. 

The jet is routinely ahead of "test points" on the current 
schedule. "It's performing a little bit better than its predicted 
curve for the test program, which leads us to believe ... that the 
capabilities of the jet — when it gets through this process and 
gets through the challenges — is going to be very good," 
Davis said. 

"When you talk about performance of the airplane and 
everything else related to aerodynamics ... it's doing very well 
right now," he added. 

The general, who ran the F-35 program from 2006 to 
2009, said flight testing has shown the aircraft appears 

"extremely capable," but mission system and sensor tests 
further down the road are critical. 

"Everything leading up to that point tells us we have a 
chance of meeting every capability we're looking for, but we 
still have to prove that," he said. 

Many of those systems are being tested individually on 
business jets or other types of aircraft. 

"What will be the challenge is when we get the fully 
integrated Block-3 software out in test and do we fully realize 
all the capabilities of all these sensors in an integrated format," 
Davis said. "Most people will tell you that is really the hardest 
part of the test." 4 

One such system being tested is the Northrop Grumman 
distributed aperture system, which Davis said is "doing at least 
as good as planned, if not better." 

Last month, Northrop used the system and the F-35's 
active electronically scanned array radar to track a ballistic 
missile. The systems were installed on a test bed aircraft. 

The system "autonomously detected, tracked and targeted 
multiple, simultaneous ballistic rockets," the company said in 
a June 26 statement. 

Bids Welcome 
Despite the budget crunch, the Air Force still sees 

opportunities for international companies to compete for 
Pentagon procurement contracts, Davis said. 

"There are a lot of opportunities I think we have to share 
capabilities and development opportunities and even 
production opportunities with a lot of our allies over there," he 
said. 

Davis is scheduled to attend the Farnborough 
International Airshow in England, along with Air Force 
Secretary Michael Donley. They expect to get questions about 
whether foreign firms will have a chance to compete for work. 

"Through partnerships and subsidiaries in the country and 
different things, I think, the secretary would probably tell 
them: 'Yes you do,'" Davis said. "But it's going to cause 
everybody to get a little bit sharper with their pencils in terms 
of when they're bidding and offering things." 
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30. A Flexible Craft With Less Baggage 
U.S. Navy developing Flexrotor UAV for use on smaller ships 
(DEFENSE NEWS 09 JUL 12) ... Joshua Stewart 

The U.S. Navy's Office of Naval Research (ONR) is 
working on a long-range unmanned surveillance aircraft that 
can take off and land like a helicopter even in heavy seas and 
fit on vessels too small for larger aerial vehicles. 

The Flexrotor by Aerovel is still years from being 
operational. But ONR and the craft's developers say it can 
provide autonomous intelligence, surveillance and 
reconnaissance coverage with less equipment and maintenance 
than its predecessors. So far, the project has received nearly 
$500,000 in ONR funding and developers are improving the 
transitions between vertical and cruise flight. 

"Aircraft that can take off and land vertically and also 
have fast and efficient cruise flights are potentially useful 
platforms to operate from ships. They are also suited to 
operation from Marine Corps small-unit combat outposts," 
said John Kinzer, an ONR program officer. 

The prototype has better endurance and range than earlier 
UAVs, allowing imaging, magnetometry, data relays, weather 
analysis and reconnaissance to be done in real time, Aerovel 
President Tad McGeer said. Production models are expected 
in 2013 or 2014. 

Eventually, the Flexrotor may use different technologies 
to maneuver between platforms. 

The Navy and Aerovel also are playing up the Flexrotor's 
use of an "automatic service platform" that does triple duty as 
a launch pad, recovery pad and maintenance station, removing 
the need for a catapult or snare required by LJAVs with 
similar missions, such as Boeing's ScanEagle. 

"Flexrotor has a much smaller footprint for launch and 
recovery equipment compared to the ScanEagle," Kinzer said. 
"This is always an issue for small ships, which ... have very 
limited storage space." 

The Flexrotor is small enough to be carried without 
special equipment. Its wingspan is just under 10 feet; it is 
slightly longer than 5 feet and weighs 42 pounds. It can fly 
90mph but cruises at 50 mph. It can stay airborne for more 
than 40 hours. 

If the Flexrotor enters service, it would likely be operated 
by enlisted Sailors who use it in conjunction with manned 
systems. 

The Navy has set a 55-pound threshold for unmanned 
aircraft, with the heavier, more advanced aircraft flown by 
pilots and naval flight officers. 
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31. GAO: DoD Needs To Strengthen Management, Oversight Of Electronic Warfare 
(DEFENSE DAILY 10 JUL 12) ... Pat Host 

The Defense Department has not adequately developed a 
thorough strategy for integrating electronic warfare 
capabilities into all phases of military operation, the 
Government Accountability Office (GAO) said yesterday in a 
report. 

In the report, Electronic Warfare: DoD Actions Needed to 
Strengthen Management and Oversight (GAO-12-479), GAO 
said DoD has taken some steps to address a critical leadership 
gap identified in 2009, but has not established a department-
wide governance framework for planning, directing and 
controlling electronic warfare activities. GAO said the 
Pentagon is establishing a Joint Electromagnetic Spectrum 
Control Center (JEMSCC) under U.S. Strategic Command 
(STRATCOM) in response to this leadership gap. 

But DoD has not documented the objectives nor 
implementation tasks and timeline for the JEMSCC, nor has it 
updated key guidance to reflect recent policy changes 
regarding electronic warfare management and oversight roles 
and responsibilities. 

"Without additional steps to define the purpose and 
activities of the JEMSCC, DoD lacks reasonable assurance 
that this center will provide effective department-wide 
leadership for electronic warfare capabilities development and 
ensure the effective and efficient use of its resources," GAO 
said. 

DoD also needs to update electronic warfare directives 
and policy documents to clearly define oversight roles and 
responsibilities for electronic warfare, including any roles and 
responsibilities related to managing the relationship between 
electronic warfare and information operations or electronic 
warfare and cyberspace operations, specifically computer 
network operations. 

"(This) would help ensure that all aspects of electronic 
warfare can be developed and integrated to achieve 
electromagnetic spectrum control," GAO said. 

GAO said both the Under Secretary of Defense for 
Acquisition, Technology and Logistics (ATL) and the 
JEMSCC have been identified as the focal point for electronic 
warfare within DoD, yet it is unclear what each organization's 
roles and responsibilities are in relation to one another. 

GAO recommends the defense secretary take three 
actions to improve management, oversight and coordination of 
electronic warfare policies and programs: 

 direct the STRATCOM chief to define the objectives 
of the JEMSCC and issue an implementation plan 
outlining major implementation tasks and timelines 
to measure progress; 

 direct the Under Secretary of Defense for Policy, in 
concert with the Under Secretary of Defense for 
ATL, as appropriate, to update key departmental 
guidance regarding electronic warfare to clearly 
define oversight roles and responsibilities of, and 
coordination among, the Under Secretary of Defense 
for Policy, the Under Secretary of Defense for ATL 
and the JEMSCC; and 

 direct the Under Secretary of Defense for ATL, in 
coordination with the Under Secretary of Defense for 
Policy and STRATCOM, to include, at a minimum, 
information in fiscal years 2013 through 2015 that 
has performance measures to guide implementation, 
resources and investments necessary, as well as 
specific roles and responsibilities for parties 
responsible for implementing this strategy. 
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Electromagnetic spectrum dominance and 
maneuverability by DoD is critical because it has invested 
billions of dollars developing, maintaining and employing 
warfighting capabilities that rely on access to the spectrum, 

including precision-guided munitions and command, control 
and communications systems. 

View Report (PDF) 
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32. Pentagon Wants More Accountability For R&D Funds Paid To Contractors 
(NATIONAL DEFENSE 09 JUL 12) ... Sandra Erwin 

The Defense Department reimburses contractors $4 
billion a year for research-and-development projects, and yet 
has little insight into how companies spend those funds. 

Contractors, for their part, say they need a better grasp of 
what technologies the military wants so they can invest R&D 
money more wisely. 

There is clearly a disconnect, said Ronald Kurjanowicz, 
senior advisor to the assistant secretary of defense for research 
and engineering. 

Seeking to bridge the communications gap, Kurjanowicz’ 
office a year ago launched a website, called “Defense 
Innovation Marketplace,” where the government informs 
contractors of its future needs, and industry provides a yearly 
detailed account of how it spends the research dollars that the 
Pentagon reimburses — also known as “independent research 
and development,” or IR&D. 

The government needs “greater access to information 
about industry research and development projects,” 
Kurjanowicz said in an interview. “At the same time, industry 
wants more insight on where the government is going.” 

Federal law dating back to the 1930s has allowed firms to 
recover some of their research and development costs as 
administrative expenses that are charged to existing contracts. 
Contractors have the discretion to decide which technologies 
to pursue with these funds, so long as the projects are of 
potential interest to the Defense Department. Currently about 
1,300 companies claim IR&D expenses under defense 
contracts. 

Over the past decade, the Defense Department has lost 
track of how IR&D funds are spent, Kurjanowicz said. It used 
to be the responsibility of the Defense Technical Information 
Center to collect that data, but over time company 
participation dropped off. In 2000, about 10,000 reports were 
filed, and last year only 700, said Kurjanowicz. “It atrophied,” 
he said. “Industry would submit data but not get feedback 
from the government … We want to reestablish that 
connection.” 

A recently revised rule in the Defense Federal Acquisition 
Regulation Supplement requires all contractors that spend 
more than $11 million a year on combined IR&D and 
bidding/proposal costs to submit detailed project data once a 
year. Companies already have begun to populate the database 
in response to the new DFARS rule, Kurjanowicz said. 

The increased reporting is not just about stepping up 
government oversight, he said. It also benefits industry, as the 
data will be shared across all branches of the military and 

defense agencies, said Kurjanowicz. That means a company’s 
invention or new idea will be seen by more potential 
customers, he said. 

Kurjanowicz cautioned that all corporate proprietary 
information is only viewed by authorized government 
personnel and is not a risk of being obtained by competitors. 
“We are aware that industry wants to protect its information,” 
he said. 

Although the Defense Innovation Marketplace was 
conceived as a “one-stop shopping” site for industry and 
government, Kurjanowicz recognized that it could take a long 
time to build up. The site does not include active solicitations, 
which generally are posted on FedBizOpps. But it does 
contain white papers, advisories on upcoming “industry day” 
conferences and other documents that corporate executives 
might not even be aware that they exist, he said. 

The site also could level the playing field for small 
businesses that typically don’t have manpower to deploy 
inside the Pentagon, or the cash to hire consultants to help 
navigate the bureaucratic maze. 

“Companies believe they need people in the building to 
know what’s going on,” Kurjanowicz said. The new website 
could help change that attitude, he added. “Small firms don’t 
know what the Defense Department wants so they hire 
business development people to walk the hallways … Now 
you can go to the site. All firms have equal access.” 
Nonetheless, he added, “Sometimes, follow-up conversations 
are necessary.” 

Some Pentagon officials have grumbled about corporate 
representatives asking for face-to-face meetings where 
executives get to pitch their products but don’t always yield 
the information that the government wants. “Government 
folks will take an appointment with a firm and they end up not 
talking about what they wanted to talk about,” said 
Kurjanowicz. Having access to IR&D reports on the Defense 
Innovation Marketplace would allow a government official to 
vet a company’s technology before he or she agrees to a 
meeting. 

In these times of budget cuts, the site could ultimately 
become a substitute for conferences that increasingly are 
under scrutiny, Kurjanowicz said. “It’s going to be harder for 
us to go conferences.” 

Because it has been less than 12 months since the site was 
launched, it is too soon to declare success, however. “Over the 
next couple of years, we’ll measure it,” Kurjanowicz said. “If 
it doesn’t work, frankly, we’ll try a new strategy or kill it.” 
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33. U.S. Arms Makers Cite Strong Demand From Foreign Buyers 
(REUTERS 09 JUL 12) ... Andrea Shalal-Esa 

FARNBOROUGH, England -- Military budgets may be 
under pressure in the United States and Europe but there is 
growing demand from the Middle East, Asia and other regions 

for new fighter jets, helicopters and surveillance equipment, 
top weapons industry executives say. 
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"We have probably our busiest air show as of right now," 
William Swanson, chief executive of Raytheon Co told 
Reuters in an interview on the opening day of the Farnborough 
International Airshow, the largest aerospace showcase in the 
world. 

British Prime Minister David Cameron opened the show, 
where 83 trade and military delegations from over 43 
countries got a firsthand look at new commercial and military 
aircraft, including Boeing Co's 787 Dreamliner, the European 
four-nation Typhoon and the V-22 Osprey, a tilt-rotor aircraft 
built by Boeing and Bell Helicopter, a unit of Textron. 

Foreign sales account for about 25 percent of Raytheon's 
$25 billion in annual sales, said Swanson, who comes to the 
show every year to meet personally with foreign buyers, and 
can't understand why other defence companies are so focused 
on their domestic troubles. 

"There's opportunities there. Don't sit there and go, ‘Oh 
woe is me.' Look at it and say, ‘Okay, where's the 
opportunity?" Swanson told Reuters in an interview. 

Even the U.S. military market remained very rich, despite 
deep cuts in spending expected in coming years, he said. 
"They're still spending $500 billion dollars." 

Northrop Grumman Corp, maker of the B-2 bomber and 
the Global Hawk high-altitude surveillance drone, stayed 
home this year, saying it preferred air shows in the Middle 
East and Asia, where most of the new demand for weapons is 
emerging. 

The Pentagon's chief weapons buyer, Frank Kendall, and 
Vice Admiral David Venlet, who runs the F-35 Joint Strike 
Fighter program, also skipped this year's arms and airplane 
bonanza, mindful of pressing budget problems at home. 

Chris Chadwick, president of Boeing Military Aircraft, 
said continuing uncertainty about the U.S. budget had 
dampened the mood at the show, where rain clouds literally 
darkened the sky all day. Foreign arms buyers were still out in 
force. 

Boeing was offering demonstration flights of its V-22 
Osprey, which flies like a plane but takes off and lands like a 
helicopter. It also reported continued interest in its F-15 and 
F/A-18 fighter jets, mainly from buyers in the Middle East. 

"We don't see any downturn on the defence side in terms 
of engagement by our customers," said Chris Chadwick, 
president of Boeing Military Aircraft. 

U.S. Marine Corps Colonel Greg Masiello, program 
manager for the V-22, told reporters that the first foreign order 
for the V-22 could come within the next year. 

Israel, Japan and the United Arab Emirates are among 
countries looking at possible purchases of the V-22, which 
captured a great deal of interest at the Dubai Air Show in 
November 2011, Boeing officials say. 

Dennis Muilenburg, head of Boeing's defence division, 
said international sales accounted for 24 percent of the 
division's revenues in 2011, and were on track to reach 25 
percent to 30 percent as early as next year, a bit ahead of plan. 

He said Boeing could accommodate the first international 
sales of its KC-46A refuelling tanker as early as 2018. 

Lockheed Martin Corp, maker of the F-16, F-22 and F-35 
fighter jets, is aiming to boost its international sales to 20 
percent of company revenue from 17 percent now. 

The company's radar-evading F-35 Joint Strike Fighter is 
competing with Boeing's F-15 and Europe's Typhoon, built by 
Finmeccanica Spa, Britain's BAE Systems Plc, and European 
defence group EADS, for a huge 60-plane order from South 
Korea that may be awarded by year's end. 

Sikorsky Aircraft, the helicopter maker owned by United 
Technologies Corp, on Sunday told Reuters that it has a large 
backlog of international orders and sees opportunities for 
growth in countries like Brazil, India, Turkey, China and 
Mexico. 

Increased overseas sales and growing demands from 
buying countries are resulting in increasingly complex offset 
agreements with foreign countries, but many U.S. companies 
do not keep a strategic eye on such deals, according to a new 
study by the Avascent consulting group. 

It reported on Monday that by 2016, global aerospace and 
defence firms will have racked up a cumulative $500 billion of 
obligations in order to secure weapons sales with foreign 
countries. 

Offsets, which first appeared after World War Two, are 
incentive contracts that weapons makers sign with procuring 
governments to facilitate arms sales. They often take the form 
of investments in the buying country's own defence industry, 
but they vary widely in form and complexity. 

Avascent said offsets posed "unnecessary risks" to some 
aerospace firms because they lacked a strategic approach to 
the issue, leaving oversight to lower-level executives and 
handling of such deals on a case-by-case basis. 

Swanson said his company had a deliberate approach and 
planned offset agreements carefully, often even before 
concluding new arms sales. He said he viewed such 
obligations as a way to expand Raytheon's global supply 
chain. 

"If you don't have a plan going in, then you have created a 
risk," he said, adding his mantra, "Prior planning prevents piss 
poor performance." 

Boeing's Chadwick said the entire market was becoming 
more global, which created an imperative for U.S. companies 
to step up their partnerships abroad as Boeing has in India, for 
example. 

"If you want to succeed in the future you need to have a 
global approach to doing business," he said. 
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34. Boeing Lands First Blow In Tense Air Show Battle 
(REUTERS 09 JUL 12) ... Tim Hepher and Andrea Shalal-Esa 

FARNBOROUGH, England -- U.S. planemaker Boeing 
landed the first blow at this week's Farnborough Airshow, 
winning an order worth up to $7.2 billion from U.S. Air Lease 
Corp, as a market share battle with its European rival Airbus 
plays out. 

Flamboyant leasing entrepreneur and ALC founder 
Steven Udvar-Hazy marked the deal by ringing the opening 
bell for the New York Stock Exchange by satellite - 
underscoring the joy ride recently felt by many aerospace 
firms in the face of recession. 
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Boeing said on Monday the order was for 75 of its fuel-
efficient 737 Max jets - a model that is key to its attempted 
fightback against Airbus's rival A320neo short-haul aircraft. 

Although economies are stuttering, aircraft demand 
remains relatively strong as airlines modernize fleets to 
survive high fuel costs and the balance of growth shifts 
towards Asia, prompting Boeing to raise forecasts last week. 

Nonetheless, Airbus and Boeing are locked in their 
fiercest battle for up to a decade, slashing prices to win orders 
for their latest narrowbody jets and storing up potential trouble 
for future profit margins. 

And although jetmakers predict hundreds of orders this 
week, day one had an air of anti-climax amid suggestions that 
an unexpectedly strong order cycle may soon be peaking. 

"There is a 'fin de siecle' quality about this show unless 
there truly is a raft of orders, although you do always see some 
surprises," said analyst Nick Cunningham of Agency Partners. 

Boeing chief executive Jim McNerney has predicted the 
U.S. planemaker, helped by the 737 Max, will outsell Airbus 
for "a number of years" having trailed its European rival since 
2006. Airbus also expects Boeing to make up ground this year. 

Hazy's endorsement was a boost to the newly-appointed 
head of Boeing's commercial division, Ray Conner, a former 
sales chief thrust into the spotlight at his first high-profile 
event in the job after Jim Albaugh's unexpected decision to 
retire. 

"We have a terrific machine now," said Conner, a laid-
back former mechanic who worked his way up from the 
production floor to become chief executive of Boeing 
Commercial Airplanes. 

Not Tied To Numbers 
Conner wasted no time in tackling suggestions that 

Airbus, which beat Boeing by a record margin in 2011, could 
hold onto its gains and redraw a traditional 50-50 duopoly. 

He said Boeing, which had some 40 percent of the market 
in 2011, was confident of increasing its market share, but 
refused to name a specific target. 

"I am not going to be tied to market share numbers; ... we 
are focused on producing and winning," he told reporters at 
the event, which was attended by UK Prime Minister David 
Cameron. 

Boeing flew its elegant stiletto-winged 787 Dreamliner, 
its upswept wings piercing a slate-grey sky, in its first civil air 
show display in over 20 years as a mark of renewed optimism. 

But Airbus, which had 1,000 orders at last year's Paris air 
show, insisted it would not concede ground easily. 

"Last year was exceptional as we had just announced the 
launch of the A320neo, but this year I believe will be a good 
show and will help us to achieve what we expect this year, 
which is around 650 new orders," Airbus Chief Executive 
Fabrice Bregier told Reuters Insider TV. 

"I am pretty sure that, since we launched the neo 
(December 2010) by the end of 2012, we will still be ahead of 
Boeing with their product." 

Conner and Bregier bring a relaxed, but steely, posture to 
the air show, a yearly jamboree alternating between 
Farnborough and Paris at which billions of dollars of jets and 
arms are promoted over glasses of champagne. 

It was the first outing as commercial jet leaders for both 
men, pitting the ex-mechanic against a former French missiles 
boss - two publicity-shy figures who have made a significant 
mark on their organizations in the background. 

Conner's decision to clamp down on specifics and make a 
little less noise than usual under the roar of jet fighters is 
meant to keep Airbus guessing on a number of fronts. 

He also declined to repeat a date for making a decision on 
two key widebody plane developments, a stretched 787 
Dreamliner and a redesign of its most profitable jet, the 777 
mini-jumbo, but stressed Boeing was "absolutely committed" 
to the projects. 

Airbus said it had improved the design of its A330 to 
increase its range, anticipating the possible new 787-10. 

Shopping For Weapons 
David Joyce, the president and chief executive of GE 

Aviation predicted there would not be as many orders as in 
previous years at Farnborough amid a faltering global 
economy. 

"I think this show will be a little more subdued relative to 
2011 but still a very, very positive outlook going forward. 
Production rates of airplanes on the commercial side are all on 
their way up. Our order books are full," he said. 

Even in the arms chalets, budget cuts and economic 
uncertainty have not entirely put a damper on this year's show 
despite the absence of some U.S. contractors' senior officials. 
UAV contractor Northrop Grumman is staying at home. 

Delegates said defense companies were meeting 
international delegations who are shopping for a wide array of 
weapons. 

Boeing was taking potential buyers of its V-22 tilt-rotor 
aircraft - which flies like a plane but takes off and lands like a 
helicopter - out for demonstration flights and reported 
continued interest in its F-15 and F/A-18 fighter jets. 

Raytheon Chief Executive William Swanson said he 
comes to the show every year to meet personally with foreign 
buyers, and can't understand why other defense companies are 
so focused on their domestic troubles. 

"There's opportunities there. Don't sit there and go, ‘Oh 
woe is me.' Look at it and say, ‘Okay, where's the 
opportunity?" Swanson told Reuters in an interview. 

Even the U.S. military market remained very rich, despite 
deep cuts in spending expected in coming years, he said. 
"They're still spending $500 billion dollars." 
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BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
35. Cleveland Navy Week Set For Labor Day Weekend, Aug. 27-Sept. 4 
(CLEVELAND PLAIN DEALER 09 JUL 12) ... Brandon Blackwell 

CLEVELAND, Ohio -- The U.S. Navy is plotting a 
course for Cleveland to commemorate the War of 1812. 

Nearly 1,000 Sailors and a handful of ships will visit the 
city starting Aug. 27 for Navy Week. 

The announcement comes on the heels of last month's 
Marine Week in Cleveland, which brought more than 175,000 
visitors downtown. 
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The Navy event over Labor Day weekend will bring to 
Cleveland Harbor U.S. and Canadian naval ships, Coast Guard 
cutters, and Perry's flagship, the Niagara. The public will be 
allowed to tour the vessels. 

In addition, demonstrations by the Blue Angels and the 
Navy parachute team will entertain throughout the week. Lake 
Erie's role during the war makes commemorating its 
bicentennial in Cleveland even more special, said Rear Adm. 
Gregory Nosal, commander of Carrier Strike Group Two. 

"It's nice to be in Cleveland because there is a direct link," 
he said. "We want to capitalize on that." 

Military and Cleveland officials gathered in the city today 
for the event's final planning meeting. 

"The goal today is to get the schedule as complete as 
possible and make sure everyone knows who's doing what," 
Nosal said. 
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36. Fleet Week Lineup Announced 
(SAN DIEGO DAILY TRANSCRIPT 09 JUL 12) 

This year’s Fleet Week San Diego will start with a 
football game and end with an air show. 

The schedule of the celebration for local Sailors, Marines 
and coast guardsmen was announced on Monday. 

Now in its 16th year, Fleet Week – which actually lasts 
for more than a month -- was created by community and 
business leaders through the San Diego Fleet Week 
Foundation to support local military. 

“These celebrations are designed to allow San Diegans 
and visitors to America’s Finest City the opportunity to show 
their appreciation for the men and women in uniform and their 
families,” said Harold Elkan, president of Fleet Week San 
Diego 2012, in a statement. 

The annual event kicks off Sept. 8 with the Fleet Week 
Football Classic at Qualcomm Stadium, with San Diego State 
University taking the field. 

On Sept. 11, a luncheon to recognize enlisted military 
members will be held at SeaWorld San Diego. 

Later that week on Sept. 13, Sailors can show off their 
swing at Admiral Baker Golf Course during a tournament for 
all enlisted personnel. A Sea Festival rolls into Naval Base 
San Diego Sept. 15 and 16. 

Coronado will also play host to some events, like the 
Fleet Week Coronado Village Car Procession on Sept. 20. A 
speed festival will zoom into Naval Air Station North Island 
on Sept. 22 to 23. 

The annual fete wraps up with the Miramar Air Show at 
Marine Corps Air Station from Oct. 12 to 14. 
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37. Why Not Base An Aircraft Carrier In Hawaii? 
(PACIFIC BUSINESS NEWS 09 JUL 12) ... Mark Abramson 

HONOLULU -- Pearl Harbor has been buzzing in recent 
months with visits from two of the Navy’s mightiest warships 
— the aircraft carriers USS Carl Vinson in May and the USS 
Nimitz for the Rim of the Pacific exercises off Hawaii. 

Not only do these ships pack a lot of military muscle, they 
pack a lot of economic firepower as well with their crews of 
5,000 to 6,000 people. It’s enough to make retailers, bars and 
clubs and a lot of other businesses foam at the mouth every 
time one of those ships pulls into Pearl. 

So given the recent carrier activity here and Hawaii’s 
strategic location, one has to wonder: Why not base one of 
those ships here? 

Pearl Harbor is closer to potential trouble spots than the 
West Coast — North Korea and Iran — and isn’t the military 
committed to a focus on the Pacific? Hawaii is practically 
smack dab in the middle of that new focus. 

The big obstacle to landing such a large ship is the Navy 
would have to spend who-knows-how-much at Pearl Harbor 
for the base to be able to handle a carrier on a permanent 
basis. 

In 2005, the state was looking into helping make that 
possible by giving the former Barbers Point Naval Air Station, 
or Kalaeloa, back to Navy to handle a carrier. But that idea 
was apparently torpedoed and there hasn’t been much on it 
since. 

And a few years later, another effort headed by Hawaii 
Sens. Daniel Inouye and Daniel Akaka sank. San Diego got 
the Carl Vinson instead. Cost was a factor since San Diego 
already has the infrastructure to support a carrier. 

Another obstacle is if Hawaii got a carrier, it would likely 
mean that California or Washington state would be losing one. 

And the idea of moving carriers is touchy, to say the least. 
An example of that is how Virginia legislators were up in arms 
about the idea of Florida taking one of the Navy’s prized 
ships. 

Given how other states would probably put up a fight to 
prevent Hawaii from getting one, maybe one candidate for 
such a move would be the USS George Washington, which is 
the only carrier based outside the United States. It’s based in 
Yokosuka, Japan, and it has been a target of protesters because 
it’s nuclear powered. 
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38. Naval Petroleum Reserve May Be Sold 
(CASPER (WY) JOURNAL 09 JUL 12) ... Makayla Moore 

Are you in the market for a slightly used oilfield? The 
Naval Petroleum Reserve No. 3, otherwise known as the 
Teapot Dome oilfield, may soon be up for sale. The property, 
which has 170 wells on over 10,000 acres, is currently 

managed by the Department of Energy and houses the Rocky 
Mountain Oilfield Testing Center. 

The property is the last of four reserves created in the 
early 1900s to be used for oil storage and production during 
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wartime. In 1921, Sen. Albert B. Fall, as Secretary of the 
Interior, opened the reserves to private exploration by Harry F. 
Sinclair’s Mammoth Oil Company. Later, the Supreme Court 
ruled the oil leases were obtained illegally and the land was 
closed for exploration (known as the Teapot Dome Scandal). 
Since then, the land has been developed for oil production as 
well as the founding of the Rocky Mountain Oilfield Testing 
Center which tests new industrial technologies for commercial 
and educational customers. 

“There are four possible alternatives for the property. It 
could be sold to a private individual, sold to a not-for-profit, 
transferred to the Department of the Interior, or special 
legislation could allow for a donation to a non-profit such as 
an educational institution,” said Clark Turner, director of 
Rocky Mountain Oilfield Testing Center. There are two 
missions of the organization: one is production and the other is 
testing and technology development. Each of the above 
alternatives would impact either the testing or production 
differently. 

Turner is currently analyzing all alternatives and putting a 
report together for the Secretary of Energy. “Every one of 
them [the options for the property] has pros and cons. What 
you want to do is analyze the pros and cons and see which are 
the greatest and the least with the criteria of maximizing the 
value for the United States taxpayer.” Turner is meeting with 
industry stakeholders and government officials to take into 
account all avenues for the property. The report will begin the 
review process within the government in August and will then 
go before Congress in November. The Secretary of Energy has 
the authority to dispose of the property using standard industry 
practices. 

If the property is to be sold, an appraisal will be made to 
determine its value. Turner declined to comment on what that 
number might be until he has an appraisal. There’s a flow 
assurance facility on site that Turner said was worth $5 
million. 

The property is distinctive in several ways, primarily 
because both the surface and the minerals are owned by one 
entity (the Department of Energy), which is unique for an 
oilfield property. Often, the surface will be owned by either 
the government or an individual and the mineral rights will be 

owned by another, causing operating partnerships or 
communication agreements. “We own 100 percent of the 
surface and 100 percent of the minerals, so whoever would get 
the property would have a lot of flexibility to operate.” 

There are concerns with any of the potential outcomes for 
the property. According to Turner, if it were to go to a private 
individual, they would likely not be able to continue with the 
testing due to liability issues. He also said that finding a non-
profit that would be interested in continuing the testing would 
be difficult. If the property is transferred to the Department of 
the Interior, it would likely be leased to a private enterprise, 
with the government receiving royalties. There’s the option 
requiring special legislation that would allow the property to 
be donated to a non-profit and require the testing to continue. 
“We’ll recommend the option that would provide the greatest 
revenue to the United States,” Turner said. 

Jim Anderson, a candidate for Senate District 28, believes 
the property should go to a private investor. “It’s a great 
opportunity for the U.S. government to put money in the bank 
and the federal government, state of Wyoming and county 
would all get revenue off the property that they weren’t 
getting before,” he said. 

In the past, limited access by the public, primarily 
hunters, was allowed on the property. Anderson hopes that the 
access would continue. “It should be kept open for multiple 
uses.” Turner stated that access to the property would be 
decided by the new owner. There are also some petroglyphs 
on the property that are protected under the National Historic 
Preservation Act. 

According to Turner, they’re using the fiscal year of 2013 
preparing for sale of the property. The intent is to maximize 
the value of the property and to prepare the property for the 
new owner. They’re currently conducting an inventory and 
inspection of all of the oil wells, shutting off or repairing any 
that aren’t operational. The fiscal year of 2014, the sale or 
lease process would begin. The entire process could take 
anywhere from six months to two years, depending on which 
option is chosen. “We want to choose the process that will get 
it done as efficiently and effectively as possible for the 
taxpayers. We don’t want one that’s drawn out and leaves the 
U.S. government with a lot of liabilities,” Turner said. 
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NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
39. John Paul Jones' 265th Birthday Celebrated 
(PORTSMOUTH (NH) HERALD 09 JUL 12) ... Joey Cresta 

PORTSMOUTH — John Paul Jones would be 265 years 
old if he was still alive today. 

Suffice it to say that he's long gone, but that didn't stop a 
contingent of his most ardent fans from celebrating his 
birthday Sunday with some cake, punch and lively music. 

The Portsmouth Historical Society presented the 
celebration on the grounds of the John Paul Jones House at the 
corner of Middle and State streets. It's an annual tradition 
dating back more than a decade, said curator Sandra Rux. 

John Paul Jones was born July 6, 1747, and became a 
Naval hero during the American Revolution. He famously 
uttered the words "I have not yet begun to fight!" and although 
he was born in Scotland, he had Portsmouth ties. He twice 
lodged in Portsmouth at the house that now bears his name: 

once in 1777 and again in 1781, while waiting for his ship 
"America" to be built at John Langdon's shipyard. 

Rux said that to celebrate the Revolutionary War hero, the 
historical society invited the Seacoast Wind Ensemble and a 
U.S. Navy color guard for a garden show and opened the 
museum doors for all guests to tour it free of charge. 

Durham resident Daniel Day, a percussionist in the wind 
ensemble, said he enjoys coming back to the John Paul Jones 
house every year for the performance. The ensemble played 
songs that were tied to Jones in some way, including "Stars 
and Stripes Forever" and "Anchors Aweigh." 

"I really find this house pretty interesting," he said. 
Rux estimated that roughly 250 people visited the house 

Sunday, which were strong numbers for a hot summer day. 
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She said the annual birthday celebration attracts a mix of 
familiar faces and newcomers every year. 

The John Paul Jones House was the origin point for the 
Portsmouth Historical Society, which was formed when locals 
banded together to save the house. 

State Rep. Jackie Cali-Pitts, D-Portsmouth, a historical 
society member in attendance for the birthday party, said she 

continues to worry about the long-term survival of the house 
as a cornerstone of historic Portsmouth, and hopes that future 
generations will appreciate it as she and others have over the 
years. 

"I would hate to see the day when we say it's just an old 
house," she said. 
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40. Maritime Weekend Put Wind In City's Sails 
In OpSail's afterglow, impact on economy, tourism called a success 
(NEW LONDON DAY 10 JUL 12) ... Brian Hallenbeck 

New London - Sails unfurled, anchors hoisted, the ships 
that docked here for the weekend made for other ports 
Monday, leaving good feelings and an economic boost in their 
wake. 

Organizers of OpSail 2012 Connecticut and the city's 35th 
Sailfest street festival declared the weekend an unmitigated 
success. 

"It was a great collaboration," Barbara Neff, Sailfest's 
executive director, said. 

John Johnson, the OpSail chairman, went one better, 
saying he'd "do it again in a heartbeat." 

"It was really an event to push and endorse and encourage 
tourism, and I think we were incredibly successful in doing 
that," Johnson said. "We accomplished everything we set out 
to do economically. People came from far and wide, including 
a lot who told me they didn't even know this park (Fort 
Trumbull) existed. 

"If nothing else, we put Fort Trumbull on the map, but we 
certainly did much more than that." 

Johnson said he will hire a private firm to study 
OpSail/Sailfest's economic impact. Until then, the early 
anecdotal returns suggest it was considerable. 

"This was one of the best Sailfests ever," Roderick 
Cornish, owner of two Bank Street bars, Hot Rod Café and 
The Pub, said. "Last year, we set a sales record on Sailfest 
Saturday and this year we beat it by 60 percent. We had one of 
our strongest Sundays, too." 

Cornish said his cafe offered a Sailfest brunch for the first 
time Saturday, hoping to capitalize on the traffic crowding 
into the city for that morning's arrival of the OpSail fleet. 

"We advertised it on Facebook, opened at 10:30 a.m. and 
kept on going until 1:30 that night." 

A Bank Street gallery owner who'd been wary of Sailfest's 
effect on retail businesses in the past said her decision to 
extend her shop's hours over the weekend proved fortuitous. 

"It was beyond my expectations," Studio 33's Sara Munro 
said. "I'm super delighted. I had people say they loved the 
booth, loved the merchandise and were very excited to pick up 
something marine related." 

While Munro had yet to tally her numbers, she said her 
Saturday was far better than normal, as was her Sunday, a day 
she otherwise would have been closed. 

For Kim Pettey, owner of the Pinc! Boutique on lower 
State Street, there was no OpSail/Sailfest windfall. 

"It was not a good weekend," she said. "It was busy with 
people, but very little sales. It's what happened with Sailfest in 
the past. I thought it would be a different crowd this year, but 
people weren't shopping." 

Surprisingly, however, Pettey's business was booming 
Monday. 

"I've been busy from the minute I opened this morning," 
she said. "I think I'm one of the few downtown businesses 
open today." 

No hard data on the size of the weekend crowds was 
immediately available. Many said 900,000, an estimate floated 
for Friday — the day the OpSail fleet mustered off Niantic — 
seemed inflated. 

"How do you ever really know?" Johnson shrugged. 
Neff, the Sailfest chief, said Saturday's turnout was down 

a bit compared to previous Sailfest Saturdays, perhaps because 
visitors arrived early to view the Parade of Sail, which arrived 
in New London about an hour behind schedule. 

"They got hot and left - and then it took a while to build 
back up," she said. 

One State Street bar owner dismissed crowd estimates in 
the hundreds of thousands. 

"It felt more like 50,000 to me," Mark Sebastianelli, who 
owns the Stone Fleet Tavern, said of Saturday's downtown 
head count. "The crowds we were expecting to see, we didn't 
see." 

Nonetheless, Sebastianelli said his weekend business was 
about three times what it is normally. 

"Saturday we had a great day," he said. "Friday was a 
little better than average, and we had steady foot traffic 
through here on Sunday. It was nice." 

Johnson said 90 percent of the feedback he's received 
from the public has been positive. The few complaints, he 
said, mostly have had to do with the shuttles that transported 
visitors between such venues as the downtown, Fort Trumbull 
and State Pier. 

"Some said there weren't enough buses and that they 
weren't holding to schedule," he said. "But I think the shuttles 
were more than moderately successful - and they were free." 

Johnson said fundraising for OpSail, including the state's 
50 percent match, will come close to $1 million, about two-
thirds the original goal. He said representatives of the national 
OpSail organization attended events here Friday and Saturday 
and expressed interest in having New London host future 
OpSails. 

"They'd like us to be involved in the next one, which 
might be 2015," Johnson said. 

Next time, New London shouldn't be the last port on the 
OpSail tour, as it was this year, he said. And New London's 
event should be five or six days, not three. 

"There's a lot we should be thinking about between now 
and then." 
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41. OMB Chief To Testify On Defense Cuts 
(POLITICO 09 JUL 12) ... Austin Wright 

The acting White House budget director has agreed to 
testify before the House Armed Services Committee next 
month on the administration’s plans for carrying out more than 
$1 trillion in across-the-board budget cuts that could roll out 
over the next 10 years. 

Jeffrey Zients is scheduled to appear before the committee 
on Aug. 1, Claude Chafin, a spokesman for committee 
chairman Rep. Buck McKeon (R-Calif.), told POLITICO. And 
he'll be joined by a senior "defense official," Chafin said in an 
email. 

The decision is the latest development in a months-long 
saga in which lawmakers and industry leaders have been 
pressing the White House to explain how it would implement 
the budget cuts, called sequestration, which are set to begin 
taking effect on Jan. 2, unless Congress acts to avert them. 

Two weeks ago, McKeon sent a letter to Zients asking 
him to appear before the committee at a July 18 hearing on the 
issue. 

“Given the apparent impasse, it is appropriate to provide 
information to members of Congress, industry and the public 
about the administration’s interpretation of the law and how 
sequestration would be implemented mechanically,” McKeon 
wrote. “Perhaps the additional insight into the realities of 
sequestration will incentivize all parties to offer alternative 
deficit reduction plans.” 

For its part, the White House Office of Management and 
Budget has publicly maintained it’s not planning for the cuts, 
and it has directed federal agencies, including the Defense 
Department, to do the same. The across-the-board cuts would 
reduce the Pentagon’s budget by about $55 billion next year. 

“We have made it clear that we believe that the sequester 
is, by design, bad policy,” then-OMB spokesman Kenneth 
Baer told POLITICO several weeks ago. “Congress should do 
its job and pass a balanced plan for deficit reduction as it was 
charged to pass under the Budget Control Act.” 
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42. USCYBERCOM Chief Urges Action By Congress 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 09 JUL 12) ... Robert Burns 

WASHINGTON — The head of the Pentagon’s Cyber 
Command on Monday called for swift action in Congress to 
sort out roles, standards and authorities for government 
agencies charged with defending against destructive computer 
attacks. 

Army Gen. Keith Alexander, speaking at the American 
Enterprise Institute think tank, said the time for legislative 
action is now, before the nation is hit with a major cyberattack 
— an event he called increasingly likely. 

“The conflict is growing, the probability for crisis is 
mounting,” he said. “While we have the time, we should think 
about and enact those things that we need to ensure our 
security in this area. Do it now, before a crisis.” 

Numerous government agencies play a role in defending 
the nation’s computer infrastructure, including the Defense 
Department, the Department of Homeland Security and the 
FBI. 

Referring to the prospect of a destructive — not just 
disruptive — attack on vital U.S. computer systems, 
Alexander said, “I do think that’s coming our way. You can 
see this statistically; the number of attacks is growing.” 

Alexander made no mention of the less worrisome, but 
still bothersome, computer hacking that infected hundreds of 
thousands of personal computers around the world with 
malicious software as part of an online advertising scam. The 
FBI took down the hackers late last year and set up a 
temporary safety net of Internet servers. The servers were 
turned off Monday, but apparently only a small fraction of 
Internet users were left without access. 

Among the key issues before Congress is the matter of 
encouraging companies and the federal government to share 
information collected on the Internet to help prevent electronic 
attacks from cybercriminals, foreign governments and 
terrorists. Lawmakers also are considering a bill aimed at 
improving coordination between the private and public sectors 
on research and development on cybersecurity. 

Alexander also cautioned that while al-Qaida is not now 
capable of destructive computer attacks on the U.S., the 
terrorist group could acquire that aptitude. 

“I don’t see it today, but they could very quickly get to 
that — they and others. That does concern me,” he said. 

Return to Index 
 

43. Towing Tugboat To NLR Pursued 
City Leaders Look To Move WWII Tug To Ark. 
(ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT GAZETTE 09 JUL 12) ... Jake Sandlin 

NORTH LITTLE ROCK, Ark. — The Hoga, a surviving 
tugboat from the Dec. 7, 1941, attack on Pearl Harbor, is back 
on North Little Rock Mayor Patrick Hays’ radar. 

Hays said he is prepared to ask the Navy this month to 
approve a “wet tow,” or towing through ocean waters, to 
transport the historic tug to the city’s Arkansas Inland 
Maritime Museum on the Arkansas River’s north shore. 

The Navy would first need to agree that the 71-year-old 
tug is seaworthy enough after planned renovations to the boat 
that Hays said are necessary to reduce the risk of sinking. 

“We’re making steps, and we think they are positive 
ones,” said Hays, who held a fundraising committee meeting 
Thursday at his City Hall office. “We’re very hopeful this 
approach will give the Navy cause to permit that wet tow.” 

The Hoga has National Historic Landmark status for its 
crew’s efforts during and after the Japanese attack on Pearl 
Harbor. It has been at Suisun Bay near San Francisco as part 
of the Navy’s Inactive Ships Program since 1996. The tug 
spent nearly 50 years after World War II as a fire boat for 
Oakland, Calif., under the name City of Oakland. 
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North Little Rock owns the Hoga, having beat out four 
other groups, including two in Honolulu, for the right to 
preserve the tugboat as a museum. The city obtained title to 
the Hoga from the Navy in July 2005. 

Getting the Hoga to North Little Rock, however, has been 
the obstacle to Hays’ desire for the boat to join the World War 
II submarine Razorback as the city-owned museum’s main 
attractions. 

Because of the Hoga’s age and structure, the Navy has 
said, the city would have to lift the Hoga onto a cradle that 
would sit on a barge for transport to New Orleans. A different 
tow would take it up the Mississippi and Arkansas rivers. 

That requirement has presented the city with the problem 
of coordinating a big enough crane to lift the 100-foot boat 
onto a barge with having available a large-enough barge 
headed toward New Orleans. 

“One of the objections the Navy has (to a wet tow) is that 
the Hoga itself has a single compartment along its bottom that, 
if some damage did occur, the entire boat would fill up with 
water,” Hays told the Arkansas Democrat-Gazette. 

The cost for the cradle barge plan would likely be more 
than $1 million, Hays said, whereas a wet tow could cut that to 
$500,000 to $600,000. 

A Hoga fundraising committee announced in December 
that it has raised “$350,000 to $400,000” in pledges and 
contributions, Hays said. Another $100,000 or more, he added, 
probably needs to be raised. Also available could be about 
$180,000 remaining from a City Council appropriation for the 
Hoga in October 2005. 

“We don’t intend to spend any other funding than what’s 
been allocated or raised,” Hays said. 

The city has someone in California, Hays said, who is 
devising a repair plan and an estimated cost to the city. The 
cost needs to be about $150,000, Hays said, to be feasible. 

Greg Zonner, director of the city’s maritime museum next 
to the Main Street Bridge, said that would include building 
walls through the bottom of the boat to create separate 
compartments. The Hoga, he said, is “one big open area” 
underneath. 

“The plan is to plate over those holes and make it 
watertight for five different compartments,” Zonner said 
Friday. “If we can weld a plate across the entryway into each 
compartment, that would basically solve that problem.” 

Hays said he discussed the preliminary plan by phone 
Thursday afternoon with Capt. Chris Pietras, director of the 
Navy Inactive Ships Program. Hays said he has a draft of a 
written request ready if the repair cost isn’t out of reach. 

A spokesman for Pietras said in a Friday morning email to 
the Arkansas Democrat-Gazette that the Navy is reviewing the 
city’s request but hasn’t made a decision. The statement added 
that the Navy is “still negotiating the removal deadline with 
the city.” 

Pietras had asked in a letter to Hays two summers ago 
whether the city still had a desire to take possession of the 
Hoga. 

“A very significant issue they have is closing down 
Suisun Bay,” Hays said. “They’d like to have the Hoga off 
their books by Sept. 30, which is the end of their fiscal year.” 

With the Navy’s approval, Hays said, the tug could be 
moved from Suisun Bay for repairs by early August. The 
Hoga could then be ready for transit sometime in September at 
the earliest, he added. 

Hays has said that, ideally, the Hoga would be at the 
maritime museum in time for a Pearl Harbor Day 
remembrance in December. 

Hays has already said that he won’t seek re-election to a 
seventh term as mayor. His term ends Dec. 31. 
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44. Arizona Company To Auction Navy Cruiser 
(KPHO CBS PHEONIX 09 JUL 12) ... Heather Brummitt 

SCOTTSDALE, AZ -- It is a massive heap of scrap metal, 
and for the right price it could be yours. 

On Tuesday, Scottsdale-based Government Liquidation 
will start accepting online bids for the USS Long Beach. 

The Department of Defense is auctioning the U.S. Navy 
nuclear-powered guided-missile cruiser for her scrap assets. 

The sale is in support of one of the largest green and zero-
waste initiatives in U.S. government history. 

The USS Long Beach, currently located at Puget Sound 
Naval Shipyard in Bremerton, WA, is being sold for her non-

hazardous and demilitarized base materials in the form of 7.35 
million pounds of steel, aluminum and copper wiring along 
with galley equipment, fixtures and furnishings. 

The scrapping of the USS Long Beach joins the more than 
one billion pounds of DoD scrap metal and 55 million DoD 
surplus items that Government Liquidation has sold for reuse. 

The USS Long Beach scrap auction begins Tuesday, July 
10, at 12 a.m. ET and closes Thursday, July 12, at 8 p.m. ET. 
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45. Sabres Train With Navy SEALs 
(WGRZ NBC BUFFALO 09 JUL 12) ... Stu Boyar 

BUFFALO, N.Y. - Not everyone has the opportunity to 
train with the Navy SEALs. In fact, most people might not 
even want to train with the top soldiers in the world. On 
Monday morning, the Buffalo Sabres prospects had the 
privilege to do so at the first day of the team's annual summer 
development camp. 

Approximately 40 of the Sabres top prospects took part in 
United States Navy SEALs training Monday morning on a 
local beach. The players went through a variety of workouts 

ranging from thousands of squats, push-ups, and sit-ups to a 
swim in the lake at 5 am. 

Center Luke Adam described the training experience and 
the Navy SEALs philosophy, "We're not training you from the 
neck down, but the neck up." 

The players were told late on Sunday night during a 
meeting with the Navy SEALs that they would be training 
with them the following morning. This prompted some players 
like left wing Marcus Foligno to check out exactly what Navy 
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SEALs do, "I googled them and youtubed them the night 
before because I was a little bit worried." 

While none of the players said they were expecting this 
kind of treatment at camp, many said that the experience will 
only make them mentally and physically stronger. Right wing 
Corey Tropp emphasized that the Navy SEALs training should 
help the team in more than one way, "It was a tough morning 
but its also a good opportunity to push yourself and the type of 
stuff that brings teams together." Tropp also pointed out that 
the Navy SEALs themselves were a bit intimidating, "Right 
away you could tell they were pretty intense and probably the 
toughest in the business." 

Luke Adam said that he will take away more from the 
Navy SEALs than just the physical toughness as a hockey 
player, "I don't know if its as much as (improving) as a hockey 
player but (more so) as a person." Adam said the SEALs were 
tough on the guys and reminded him of a bit of his past, "Its 
almost like mom, make your bed properly, clean the bedroom, 

clean up after yourself. It's a lot of mental training," Adam 
said. 

First round draft pick, Mikhail Grigerenko, said that he 
had never done anything like this kind of training before being 
drafted by the Sabres. "We had to go swim in the lake just to 
go there and make yourself wet for like 20 times probably and 
then go back and make yourself all dirty in the sand," 
Grigerenko said. 

The experience will change the way that all of these 
young men look at the Navy SEALs. Center Cody Hodgson 
said it was truly an honor to be training with them, "We have a 
lot of respect for them but even more appreciation for them 
now." 

The prospects will participate in the Navy SEALs training 
each morning throughout the rest the developmental camp 
which is expected to come to a close on Thursday night with a 
Blue and Gold Scrimmage game at First Niagara Center. 

View Clip (RT: 2:00) 
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OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
46. Japan Steps Up To The South China Sea Plate 
Tokyo is confronting Beijing and increasing defense ties with Asean members to protect maritime trade. 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 10 JUL 12) ... Ian Storey 

The Philippines and Vietnam have been raising a storm 
about China's assertiveness in the South China Sea, but they're 
not the only ones voicing worry. Japan has been playing a 
relatively quiet, though significant role. It may not have a 
direct stake in the Paracel or Spratly Islands, but the world's 
third-largest economy has every interest in ensuring tensions 
don't swell. Increasingly Tokyo is acting on that interest. 

At this week's Association of Southeast Asian Nations 
(Asean) Regional Forum in Phnom Penh, Japan's foreign 
minister intends to express serious concern at recent 
developments, press the parties to clarify their maritime claims 
and fast-track diplomatic solutions. While this intervention 
will be welcomed by Southeast Asian countries like Vietnam, 
it will almost certainly exacerbate friction in Sino-Japanese 
relations. 

It's significant that Japan is willing to antagonize China 
over a territorial dispute in which Tokyo has no direct stake 
(notwithstanding its own, separate territorial frictions with 
Beijing). Tokyo has always kept an eye on the South China 
Sea, but it was not until tensions began to ramp up after 2008 
that it felt the need to take a more proactive approach to the 
dispute. It's now going to the next level by directly 
confronting China. 

Japan has two major concerns here. For one thing, low-
level tension could escalate over time into a larger conflict that 
disrupts maritime traffic. This is bad news for Tokyo's 
economic security, since the South China Sea lanes carry 
Japanese goods to lucrative markets in Southeast Asia and 
Europe, and 90% of Japan's crude oil imports pass over those 
waters. 

The other problem is that if Beijing intimidates its way 
into dominance of the South China Sea, it could replicate that 
tactic in the East China Sea—where Japan and China directly 
bicker over territory. If China coaxes or coerces its Southeast 
Asian neighbors into accepting the questionable justifications 
for its claims to sovereignty and "historic rights" in the sea, 

existing legal norms such as the 1982 United Nations 
Convention on the Law of the Sea will be undermined. This 
could dilute Japan's claim to ownership of the Senkaku Islands 
(which China calls the Diaoyus) in the East China Sea, if 
Beijing decides to use similar arguments. 

Moreover, Beijing might calculate that just as its 
belligerence worked in one region, it could work in another. 
Chinese brinkmanship could provoke a major military and 
diplomatic crisis in Sino-Japanese relations. 

This explains Japan's determination to play a leading role 
in managing the South China Sea crisis, and using multilateral 
forums is one way for it to do so. Tokyo has used summits 
with Asean to call for "peace and stability" in the seas. More 
importantly, it has pledged to strengthen cooperation between 
the Japan Coast Guard and its counterparts in Southeast Asia. 
This is important because in general disputants have used their 
coast guards, rather than naval warships to press their claims 
in the South China Sea. 

Japan also suggested recently that membership of the 
annual Asean Maritime Forum be expanded to include some 
of Asean's dialogue partners—such as Australia, India and the 
United States. Japan views this forum as a useful venue to 
strengthen existing international-law frameworks and develop 
dispute resolution mechanisms for settling South China Sea 
claims. This would also boost the presence of liberal 
democracies at the table. The trouble here is Asean, some of 
whose members have reacted cautiously in the fear of 
antagonizing China. 

This isn't to say Japan is entirely satisfied working only 
through Asean. Tokyo is increasingly frustrated at Asean's 
inability to manage the crisis, although it continues to voice 
strong support for the organization's efforts. Japan wants to 
ensure that Asean stands united and opposes individual 
members cutting deals with China—since it knows Beijing 
will have the upper hand in that scenario. 
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So Tokyo also will pursue a bilateral course with some 
partners in the region. It has reached out most to the 
Philippines, which it fears is the weakest link in Asean thanks 
to its underdeveloped military. Tokyo is now bolstering the 
capabilities of the Philippine Coast Guard, and has agreed in 
principle to transfer up to 10 patrol boats to enhance its 
maritime surveillance capabilties. 

The two sides have also begun boosting military ties. 
Regular dialogue has already started, and this year Japanese 
naval vessels visited the Philippines to take part in training 
exchanges and humanitarian missions. Besides the 

Philippines, Japan has agreed to upgrade defense relations 
with Vietnam and taken part in discussions with Singapore, 
Malaysia and Indonesia. 

China can oppose other major powers from "meddling" in 
the South China Sea dispute all it wants, but its own actions 
have forced Japan to "meddle." Tokyo seems resolute on 
helping South East Asian countries find a favorable resolution, 
even if that means some sparks fly as a result of this week's 
Phnom Penh summit. 

Mr. Storey is senior fellow at the Institute of Southeast 
Asian Studies, Singapore. 
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47. U.S. Lawmakers Must Fix Pentagon's China Report 
(DEFENSE NEWS 09 JUL 12) ... Bill French and Daniel Katz 

Calibrating a long-range China policy may be the greatest 
challenge for the U.S. administration's pivot to the Asia-
Pacific region. And that challenge has become even more 
difficult because of what appears to be Pentagon reluctance to 
provide the kind of detailed, authoritative information about 
China's armed forces that it has in past years. 

Neither complacency nor hyperbole will help in making 
long-term judgments about the future capabilities and 
intentions of the People's Liberation Army (PLA). That is why 
Congress and the American people deserve authoritative 
information based on the best declassified intelligence 
available. Until this year, that source was the Pentagon's 
Annual Report on Military and Security Developments 
Involying the People's Republic of China 

While this year's edition, released in May, technically met 
its congressional reporting requirements, at half the length of 
its predecessor, it was a watered down departure from the in-
depth reporting, of past editions. The report also contained a 
number of omissions, making it more difficult to place PLA 
military modernization into perspective. 

For example, the development of the Shenlong unmanned 
space vehicle, which was last known to be tested in 2011, was 
omitted despite growing Chinese space power. New details on 
China's ballistic and cruise missile programs were also 
omitted. Nor was there any reference to Chinese activities in 
the South China Sea, where multiple major incidents occurred 
last year and where China has been at loggerheads with 
Vietnam and the Philippines. 

The latest report may well become a trend unless 
Congress insists on more comprehensive reporting. 
Policymakers and the public badly need information to 
navigate the rise of China. While there are numerous reports 
about PLA programs available on the Internet — usually of 
questionable accuracy — the Defense Department report is 
used as the baseline by members of Congress, analysts and 
reporters. Access to good information will not guarantee 
sound decision-making, but it is hard to see how the absence 
of reliable, detailed data can contribute to wise policy. 

Fortunately, Congress is intervening. The Senate's FY 
2013 National Defense Authorization Act would mandate new 
reporting requirements for greater detail in critical areas of 
PLA capabilities, including cyber, space and counter-space, 
and anti-access/area-denial. It would also require details on 
China's enlarging military footprint, including foreign 
relations, anus sales and maritime activities. 

As the report accompanying the legislation makes clear, 
"although some of this information has been included in past 
iterations of the annual report," these provisions would "codify 
the requirement[s] and provide more specificity regarding the 
details." 

Congress needs to go further. At least four additional 
areas of information should be added to the reporting 
requirements to ensure the report's future vitality. 

 Reporting on the Chinese defense industry is 
necessary to predict the sophistication of future PLA 
weapons and capabilities. Steady advances, like the 
Chengdu Aircraft Industry Group's production of the 
J-20 stealth fighter prototype, indicate the Chinese 
industrial base is rapidly closing the gap with its 
American counterparts. 

 Reporting on the institutional character of the PLA, 
including key personnel changes, is essential to 
understanding its organizational capacity and likely 
future paths of development. For instance, this past 
year saw the creation of a strategic planning 
department with major implications for PLA joint 
operations. The upcoming fall leadership transition, 
which will result in seven likely personnel changes 
on the Central Military Commission out of 11 
members, also demonstrates the need for such 
reporting. 

The report must address elite Chinese debates on the role 
of the PLA that may alter Chinese military behavior and 
operational development. For example, according to 
Brookings Senior Fellow Cheng Li, a major debate is 
underway on whether the PLA should serve as "a state army 
rather than a party army." 

Also, Maj. Gen. Luo Yuan, a prominent voice in the PLA, 
commented that the U.S. pivot to the Pacific is intended "to 
contain China" — a perception which, if generally adopted, 
may have major consequences for Chinese behavior. 

 Finally, the report should be more candid on what. is 
unknown The PLA's opacity inevitably results in 
major U.S. knowledge gaps of Chinese capabilities 
and intentions. These gaps must be discussed, as in 
earlier reports, to inform the risk calculations of 
policymakers and highlight the limits of PLA 
transparency. 

The rise of China and the modernization of its armed 
forces are too important for U.S. national security not to 
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ensure a well-informed public. By taking the steps outlined 
above, Congress can help the Pentagon better inform 
policymakers and the electorate as they navigate a prudent 
course for engaging China. 

Bill French is a Joseph S. Nye, Jr. National Security 
Research Intern at the Center for a New American Security. 
Daniel Katz is a Researcher at the Center for a New American 
Security 
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48. Teleworking: A Good Strategy That’s Not Used Nearly Enough 
(WASHINGTON POST 10 JUL 12) ... Joe Davidson 

Teleworking makes sense — dollars and cents. 
Promoting the ability of federal employees to work from 

home can reduce government overhead, improve employee 
work-life balance and allow work to continue when 
government offices need to close. 

Yet many who could, don’t. 
It doesn’t work for every government gig, but it almost 

certainly is a good idea for more federal workers than (1) 
those who are allowed to use it and (2) those who do use it. 

An Office of Personnel Management (OPM) report on the 
“Status of Telework in the Federal Government” indicates that 
32 percent of federal workers are eligible to telework. Of 
those, fewer than 25 percent actually teleworked in 
September. OPM doesn’t know how many employees 
teleworked during the recent period of storms and heat. 

The Patent and Trademark Office, where nearly two-
thirds of employees work from home, has long been in the 
forefront of teleworking among governmental agencies. 

“Telework is a well-accepted business strategy and a large 
part of our culture,” said Danette R. Campbell, the agency’s 
senior telework adviser. “Managers realize the positive impact 
this strategy has on real estate cost-avoidance, production, 
recruiting and retaining a highly skilled workforce, and 
continuity of operations.” 

That’s not always true across government. 
Certainly, many jobs are not compatible with working 

from home. Nonetheless, government-wide figures reflect a 
continuing and unnecessary reluctance by supervisors who 
believe they can’t manage those they can’t see. 

“For many managers, reluctance to allow telework is 
rooted in uncertainty about managing individual 
performance,” said Justin Johnson, OPM’s deputy chief of 
staff. “Telework requires a new mind-set, and it changes the 
dynamics of the work and the workplace in ways that not 
everyone feels competent to manage. All managers need to get 
more comfortable with managing by results rather than 
process and time in the office.” 

On paper, teleworking plans look good. 
In the report’s introduction, OPM Director John Berry 

said agencies representing more than 99 percent of the federal 
workforce have included telework “as a critical component of 
their agency Continuity of Operations Plans,” which would be 
used to keep the government operating “through hazardous 
weather, pandemic or physical attacks that would result in the 
closure of Government buildings.” 

“Telework can make employees more efficient, more 
accountable, and more resilient in emergency conditions,” 
Berry wrote in the report. 

But a long-standing problem remains: “Not all managers 
are comfortable directing employees who telework,” he added. 

The telework law was designed to foster a more 
consistent and systematic program for government 
telecommuting. Yet the amount of telework varies 
significantly from agency to agency. Some of that is because 
of the nature of the work, and some is because of managerial 
resistance. 

Although a great deal of attention has been paid to the 
benefits of teleworking, less than a third of federal employees 
are eligible, according to the report. Of those, 21 percent have 
a telework agreement in place. 

“[A]s often happens when innovations are introduced, 
Federal telework faces barriers to full implementation,” the 
report says. “Asked to describe ongoing challenges, several 
agencies reported resistance among key stakeholders (e.g., 
managers) as well as technology and security concerns.” 

Patricia Niehaus, president of the Federal Managers 
Association, said the main reasons for that resistance are a 
lack of telework training and worries that managers won’t be 
able to discontinue telework if necessary. 

“Both managers and employees need to be trained on how 
to handle assignments and accountability under telework,” she 
said. 

Some departments with low teleworking rates, such as 
Veterans Affairs and Justice, said the duties of many 
employees are not compatible with teleworking, even if they 
are officially eligible. 

Though only 2 percent of VA employees teleworked in 
September, according to the report, a VA statement said the 
agency’s “ad hoc telework policy ensures participation on 
those days and for those circumstances where it is workable.” 

At the Defense Department, where 5 percent of 
employees teleworked in September, “our goal is to increase 
the visibility and usage of the telework program and to shift 
the culture toward one that is increasingly accepting of 
telework as an acceptable way of doing business for those in 
eligible positions,” said the department’s Leslie Hull-Ryde. 

Culture can be hard to change. 
As Berry pointed out, “Not all managers are comfortable 

directing employees who telework.” 
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49. Get Out And Vote 
(NAVY TIMES 16 JUL 12) ... Editorial 

One of the most significant rights that military members 
defend through their service to the nation is the right to vote. 

Yet troops are far less likely to exercise that right than 
civilians. 

In 2010, only 29 percent of troops cast ballots, compared 
with 46 percent of all Americans. 

The biggest reason so many don’t vote is simply logistics. 
Few live in the states where they’re registered to vote, so they 
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must vote by absentee ballot. And despite efforts in recent 
years to make that process easier, it still takes some work. 

Voter registration must be kept current, and you must 
request a ballot far enough ahead of an election so you can fill 
it out and mail it back by the deadline, which varies from state 
to state. 

Add that to a prevailing, though incorrect, sense that one 
person’s vote probably won’t make a difference and you’ve 
got a recipe for disenfranchisement. 

The truth is, your vote does count. And as a story in this 
week’s Navy Times points out, military voters could hold the 
key to who wins the White House in November. 

Federal Voting Assistance Program officials can point to 
a number of local, state and federal elections that have hinged 

on a razor-thin margin of absentee ballots, including the 2000 
presidential race between George W. Bush and Al Gore, 
which turned on just a few hundred absentee ballots in Florida. 

There’s no excuse for giving up your right to vote. Every 
unit has a designated voting assistance officer who can help 
you either register, request an absentee ballot, or both. You’ll 
also find information on the Federal Voting Assistance 
Program website at www.fvap.gov. 

The right to vote is a hallmark of our democracy, and 
beyond that, something more: It’s an obligation and a 
privilege, one that should be cherished. 

Do your duty. Vote. 
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BBLLOOGGSS::  
50. EXCERPTS FROM BLOGS AROUND THE WORLD 
(PUBLISHED 06 – 09 JUL 12) 

 
Fleet Synthetic Training: What’s on the horizon? by 

Rear Adm. Terry Kraft from Navy Warfare Development 
Command, July 7 

Rear Admiral Terry B. Kraft is Commander, Navy 
Warfare Development Command. 

The Chief of Naval Operations’ (CNO) Navigation Plan 
calls for us to “sustain Fleet Synthetic Training (FST) to 
provide a wider range of complex and demanding simulations 
than possible in the field, while conserving operating expenses 
where appropriate.” 

This certainly fits with our current efforts at Navy 
Warfare Development Command (NWDC) to increase 
synthetic training opportunities for the Fleet. 

Today, for example, the Navy Continuous Training 
Environment (NCTE) is used by the Tactical Training Groups 
to certify Carrier Strike Groups and Expeditionary Strike 
Groups using FST, allowing commanders to tailor events 
ashore and at sea. This and similar synthetic training are now 
fairly standard. We do it almost every day – as evidenced by 
the fact that the NCTE network will be used for more than 330 
training events this year. 

Our scalable architecture also supports large-scale, 
multinational exercises without sacrificing tactical realism. 
Think Talisman Sabre and Bold Alligator. All very important, 
but in some ways it’s just blocking and tackling. 

As we press forward, we need the ability to train the Fleet 
to operate in an anti-access/area denial environment. Long-
range threats and sensors complicate our operations and 
should be part of our tactical considerations. Here are a few 
things we are working on at NWDC to train the Fleet for high-
end warfighting in more complex environments through FST: 

 Bringing synthetic unmanned aerial vehicle full-
motion video and other intelligence, surveillance and 
reconnaissance feeds to the ships that can 
operationally receive it. 

 Adding tactical level representation of assets not 
organic to the Strike Group, like riverine operations. 

 Modeling opposing forces’ cyber and sensor 
capabilities as well as U.S. Navy counters. 

 Supporting Ballistic Missile Defense training while 
deployed. 

 Improving atmospheric propagation models through 
our partnership with the Naval Postgraduate School’s 
Modeling, Virtual Environment and Simulation 
(MOVES) Institute. 

Clearly, FST and the NCTE will never completely replace 
some at-sea training requirements, but current and near-term 
future technology will help us move simulated training 
“Forward…for the Fleet.” 

 
U.S., India Inch Toward Naval Partnership by Saurav 

Jha from World Politics Review, July 9 
Saurav Jha studied economics at Presidency College, 

Calcutta, and Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi. He 
writes and researches on global energy issues and clean 
energy development in Asia. 

During his recent visit to New Delhi, U.S. Defense 
Secretary Leon Panetta highlighted the evolution of the annual 
Indo-U.S. naval war game Malabar from a passing exercise for 
the two navies’ ships into a full-scale engagement across all 
functional areas of naval warfare. 

Indeed, the steadily increasing complexity of Indo-U.S. 
naval force coordination has been a standout feature of an 
otherwise interest-driven relationship, suggesting Washington 
increasingly sees India as the western hinge of the U.S. pivot 
to Asia, with the U.S. Navy backstopping the shift from the 
Pacific. However, before the Indo-U.S. entente on the seas 
becomes a full-blown condominium, more dialogue between 
the two navies will be necessary. 

India’s latest naval buildup, unlike a previous one in the 
mid-1980s, has been welcomed by the existing U.S. alliance 
framework in Asia at a time when major defense cuts loom in 
the West and China shows signs of proto-hegemony in its near 
waters. The degree to which the region is comfortable with the 
Indian naval expansion is illustrated by former Japanese 
Premier Shinzo Abe’s endorsement of India’s role in keeping 
Asian sea lines stable in a way that can reassure Vietnam, the 
U.S. and South Korea, if not China. India’s stated aim of 
acting as a net provider of security in the Indian Ocean region 
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has been similarly endorsed by successive Pentagon 
documents, with the U.S. overtly calling for a greater Indian 
role in the Indo-Pacific. 

This is a far cry from the early days of the Obama 
administration, when talk of a G-2 arrangement between the 
U.S. and China angered India. In 2009, a Chinese admiral 
even talked about dividing up the Indian and Pacific Oceans 
between the Chinese and American navies. However, rising 
tensions in the South China Sea have put paid to this narrative. 
Instead, India and the U.S., along with Japan, Australia and 
Vietnam, have increasingly converged around the need to 
maintain freedom of navigation on the high seas. And India is 
no longer holding back on voicing its support for keeping the 
South China Sea in particular an open international waterway, 
as recent comments by the Indian finance minister indicate. 

There is also a realization in Washington that India is 
actually much better placed for a new peacekeeping 
architecture in the Indo-Pacific than China, owing to both 
geography and India’s specific naval capabilities. While much 
has been made of China’s refurbishment of the Soviet-era 
aircraft carrier Varyag, the Indian navy actually has more than 
50 years experience operating carriers and is well on its way to 
positioning two carrier strike groups in the Indian Ocean 
starting in 2013, with a third expected by 2020. India has also 
leased a nuclear attack submarine from Russia, which 
according to one Pentagon assessment is superior to 
comparable Chinese submarines in terms of acoustic stealth. 

These advances in power-projection platforms are 
proceeding side by side with the cementing of ties among the 
members of the Indian-led Indian Ocean Naval Symposium, 
which is facilitating Indian military deployments in the region. 
India today provides maritime oversight to the Seychelles, the 
Maldives and Mauritius. It also patrols the Mozambique coast 
and has listening facilities in Madagascar and berthing rights 
in Oman, Qatar and Djibouti. The Indian navy is set to emerge 
as the chief provider of hydrographic data to Kenya, Tanzania 
and even Saudi Arabia. In the eastern Indian Ocean, India’s 
Andaman and Nicobar Command has the assets to 
surveillance seed all the key chokepoints in the Indonesian 
archipelago. 

This carefully constructed network of relationships may 
also give India the confidence to accommodate a U.S. Naval 
presence in the Indian Ocean to which it previously objected. 
Neither the use of American drones operating out of the 
Seychelles to target insurgents in the Horn of Africa nor the 
U.S. presence in Diego Garcia is an unsettling prospect for 
India anymore. 

To the contrary, India’s own expanding posture coupled 
with the U.S. presence ensures that there is very little space for 
China to fill in a noncooperative manner. In fact, Chinese 
analysts have begun calling for expanded maritime 
cooperation in the Indo-Pacific as well. 

One area where India will continue to oppose a 
heightened U.S. presence is the Bay of Bengal, as 
demonstrated by the alarm in New Delhi over reports in late 
May that the U.S. Navy might be looking to base ships in 
Chittagong, Bangladesh, where they would be able to surveil 
Indian missile facilities in the area. 

However, Washington seems to be sensitive to New 
Delhi’s red lines, and the State Department quickly denied any 
plans to base in Chittagong. More broadly, the U.S. pivot to 

Asia, while projected to move 60 percent of the U.S. fleet to 
the Pacific Ocean, seeks to maintain a dynamic rolling 
presence rather than one revolving around permanent bases, 
something that India will be quite comfortable with. 

For its part, the U.S. will want India to demonstrate its 
acceptance of such a posture by signing the Logistics Supply 
Agreement, which would allow both sides to use each other’s 
facilities with a net settlement of costs taking place over a 
given time period. However, given India’s reluctance to join 
any overt bloc framework, it is unlikely that India will sign on. 
More likely is an extension of replenishment facilities to the 
U.S. outside the framework of a formal agreement. 

Indeed, both India and the U.S. will be wary of provoking 
any knee-jerk countermeasures from China, one of the key 
reasons why Washington and New Delhi are seeking a 
trilateral India-U.S.-China dialogue. Nevertheless, it is in the 
naval sphere that Washington is most inclined to make 
strategic transfers to New Delhi, and a U.S.-India naval 
condominium could be the best way for both sides to achieve 
their strategic objectives heading into the new century. 

 
India's 'Look East' Policy Takes On Maritime Edge by 

Abhijit Singh from World Politics Review, July 9 
Abhijit Singh is a research fellow at the National 

Maritime Foundation, in New Delhi, India. He focuses on 
political and strategic developments in West and South Asia 
and littoral security in the Indian Ocean region. 

China’s four-week standoff with the Philippines in May 
over the disputed Scarborough Shoal in the South China Sea 
has brought the issue of Asian naval rivalry back to center 
stage. The anxiety is not confined to China’s neighbors in 
Southeast Asia, however. 

Maritime experts in India now worry about the increasing 
frequency and size of Chinese maritime contingents deployed 
in anti-piracy patrols off Somalia and the increasingly 
assertive stance adopted by China’s maritime policy 
community, no longer coy about discussing naval bases in the 
Indian Ocean. But if New Delhi is most concerned about 
China’s forays into the Indian Ocean, it has not ignored 
developments in the South China Sea. 

India’s “Look East” policy has been in force for more 
than two decades now. Originally devised as a strategy to 
boost trade and foster economic cooperation with Southeast 
Asia, the policy has more recently acquired a prominent 
maritime edge. Over the past few years, India’s political 
leadership has stressed repeatedly that it is in favor of 
“freedom of navigation” and an open and inclusive 
architecture of global maritime security. In his address at the 
recently concluded Shangri-La Dialogue in Singapore, Indian 
Defense Minister A.K. Antony noted that open sea lanes in the 
South China Sea were critical for global commerce and that 
“maritime freedoms could not be the exclusive prerogative of 
a few.” Indian officials reiterated this theme during U.S. 
Defense Secretary Leon Panetta’s visit to New Delhi in early 
June. 

While the Indian navy continues to actively participate in 
anti-piracy efforts in the western Indian Ocean and has 
expanded its operational interactions with its closest exercise 
partner, the U.S. Navy, it is gradually turning its attention to 
the security of sea lines of communications in the east. In 
2011, the Indian navy began a process of sprucing up its 
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eastern defenses. As part of the upgrade program, frontline 
warships and the landing platform dock INS Jalashawa were 
based in the Eastern Naval Command. The Indian navy now 
plans to base its new stealthy Shivalik-class frigates on the 
east coast and is also considering deploying unmanned aerial 
vehicles and multimission maritime aircraft there as well. The 
blueprint for setting up operational turnaround facilities in the 
eastern ports of Pardeep and Tuticorin is also reportedly ready. 
The Indian navy frames the operational overhaul of its eastern 
defenses in benign terms, calling it a long overdue 
refurbishment of critical infrastructure, but the shift in 
strategic focus is all too perceptible. 

The South China Sea is vital for India not only as a 
gateway for shipping in East Asia but also as a strategic 
maritime link between the Pacific and the Indian Oceans. It 
profoundly affects India’s strategic vision as a growing power, 
in terms of its expanding economic and security role in the 
broader “Indo-Pacific,” where the Indian navy is best 
positioned to play a crucial role. While India does not have an 
official position on the maritime territorial disputes in the 
South China Sea, it has a huge economic stake in the region, 
with state-owned Oil and Natural Gas Corporation’s foreign 
arm, ONGC Videsh, involved in major oil-exploration activity 
off the coast of Vietnam. 

With economic interests to protect, New Delhi has 
displayed a pronounced inclination for sending its navy into 
the waters of the western Pacific of late. Meanwhile, the 
Indian navy has ramped up efforts at forging closer ties with 
other navies in Southeast and East Asia. India’s partners have 
their own interests in seeing the South China Sea remain an 
international waterway, and each is concerned about Chinese 
assertiveness in the region. Not surprisingly, participation in 
the Indian navy’s biennial Milan multinational exercises, 
conducted since 1992, has expanded significantly. The latest 
installment, in February, saw 13 countries take part (up from 
four in 1995), including Australia, New Zealand, Malaysia, 
Singapore and Philippines. 

Lest its growing maritime engagements with nations in 
the western Pacific, many of which are traditional U.S. allies, 
be perceived as tacit alliance-building against China, the 
Indian navy has preferred to focus more on its bilateral 
engagements with other regional navies. These include the 
India-Thailand coordinated patrol aimed at countering 
terrorism, piracy and arms smuggling, and the Singapore-India 
Maritime Bilateral Exercise. India has also reportedly sought 
to strengthen ties with Vietnam. In return for an offer of 
berthing rights in Vietnam’s Nha Trang port, the Indian navy 
has offered naval facilities for training and capacity-building 
for Vietnamese forces. 

The Indian navy’s recent exercises with the Japanese navy 
are the latest example of India’s growing willingness to 
“engage East” in the maritime realm. On their way to the 
northwestern Pacific, Indian warships made port calls in 
Malaysia, Vietnam, Indonesia and the Philippines, clearly 
underlining India’s intentions to remain robustly engaged with 
Southeast Asia. 

The stopover in Shanghai during the return leg of that tour 
highlights New Delhi’s parallel emphasis on reassuring 
Beijing that India seeks equal engagement with all 
stakeholders in the South China Sea. Significantly, in May, 
when the Chinese training ship Zheng He made a port call at 

Kochi, on India’s west coast, it received an exceptionally 
cordial welcome. Clearly naval diplomacy has become an 
important tool in New Delhi’s current outreach to the region. 

As it comes into own, the Indian navy appears keen to 
dispel the impression that it remains confined to countering 
maritime threats in India’s coastal and near regional waters. It 
has set an expansive agenda for itself and aspires to be a 
world-class bluewater navy. But India’s naval planners are 
aware that longer forays into the western Pacific will impose 
costs and constraints, and these impediments, if not dealt with 
firmly, could seriously inhibit progress. If India wants to 
realize its desire to become a dominant maritime power in 
Asia, it will need to work with like-minded stakeholders in a 
singular and clear-minded pursuit of common objectives. 

 
How Europe Can Support the ‘Pivot’ by James R. 

Holmes from Flashpoints (The Diplomat), July 9 
James Holmes is an associate professor of strategy at the 

Naval War College. 
Envy me. Last week I had the great fortune to give several 

lectures at the French Institute of International Relations (ifri) 
in Paris. The general topic was the interplay among Japanese, 
Chinese, and U.S. maritime strategy in the Asian seas. What 
Europe should do in Asia was an undercurrent flowing 
through our debates. 

The overriding—and heartening—impression I took away 
from the week’s events was that our European friends are 
serious people grappling with serious diplomatic and strategic 
problems. One question came up repeatedly, suggesting it 
weighs on their minds. How can seafaring countries like 
France support the U.S. “pivot” to Asia, or the "rebalancing" 
between oceans, or whatever the term du jour for the 
realignment of U.S. naval forces happens to be? 

One French representative put it baldly, declaring that 
Europe must bear a hand to remain relevant to U.S. strategy. 
The transatlantic alliance, it seems, is European strategy. 
Herewith, a few rambling ideas about how the allies can 
advance the American cause on the high seas—and ensure the 
alliance remains tight-knit in an increasingly Asia-centric age. 

First of all, there’s routine peacetime diplomacy. 
European capitals can order ships to cruise through the China 
seas and other expanses where freedom of the seas is under 
duress, flying Western flags from as many mastheads as 
possible. That would let them reply to excessive maritime 
claims—particularly those lodged by China. Many countries 
assert such claims in the abstract. China increasingly has the 
muscle and the resolve to enforce them. 

Indeed, Beijing lays claim to most of the South China 
Sea, insisting that it holds “indisputable sovereignty” over 
these waters. Sovereignty means controlling territory and 
making the law that governs there. Accordingly, China has 
taken to asserting the special prerogatives throughout its 200-
nautical-mile exclusive economic zone (EEZ) that coastal 
states enjoy in their territorial seas—that is, within 12 nautical 
miles of their shores. 

The power to proscribe military activities like naval flight 
operations, underwater surveys, and aerial surveillance near 
Chinese coastlines is a power Beijing clearly covets. Within 
the territorial sea, foreign vessels are entitled only to “innocent 
passage” under the law of the sea, meaning they must refrain 
from such activities. They are considered “prejudicial” to the 
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coastal state’s interests when conducted so close along its 
shorelines. On the high seas—meaning outside the 12-
nautical-mile limit—vessels may do as they wish, apart from 
exploiting natural resources in the waters or the seabed 
beneath. 

Merging the EEZ into the territorial sea, then, would 
confer unprecedented authority over China’s “near seas.” 
Chinese officials wax indignant when challenged about such 
matters. They typically protest that their government has never 
restricted innocent passage through Chinese-claimed 
waterways. Implication: Chinese law prevails in these waters. 
Beijing could withhold free navigation should it see fit. 

Excessive legal claims that go uncontested have a way of 
ossifying into international practice, and thence over time into 
international law. But there are time-honored ways to use 
ships to further diplomatic and legal discourse. Navies 
undertake “freedom-of-navigation operations” to deliberately 
snub such claims. They do precisely what the coastal state 
forbids—in this case, refusing to desist from activities Beijing 
wants to rule off-limits in its EEZ. 

By matter-of-factly operating off Chinese shores, then, 
Europeans can reject Beijing’s insistence that freedom of the 
seas is something that it grants as a matter of grace, not 
something seafaring states exercise by right. Countering such 
overreach would impose few demands on finite or shrinking 
European naval resources. The occasional show-the-flag 
deployment should suffice. 

Now let’s turn to operations. European fleets could aid the 
U.S. rebalance immensely by taking over chief responsibility 
for maritime security in the Atlantic Ocean and Mediterranean 
Sea. That would relieve the U.S. Navy of a perennial burden 
while safeguarding the North American east coast. 

Such realignment would let the navy reposition forces 
where successive administrations and the 2007 U.S. Maritime 
Strategy say it must—to the Western Pacific and the Indian 
Ocean. The U.S. Atlantic Fleet could morph into a modest, 
lightly equipped Atlantic Squadron configured for low-end 
missions in support of European fleets. Hazards in the Atlantic 
and Mediterranean are few and manageable. Why allocate 
heavy forces to meet virtually nonexistent demands? 

Wholesale redeployment to the “Indo-Pacific”—the 
combined East and South Asian maritime theaters—would 
represent a throwback to how the United States managed 
dangers along its two coasts before World War II, when it in 
effect built a second full-blown navy. That’s a past worth 
rediscovering. 

There’s precedent in European history for a geographic 
division of labor among allies. Indeed, France and Great 
Britain forged such an arrangement a century ago, when 
European capitals were choosing up sides for the Great War. 
Under the Franco-British entente cordiale, or informal 
alliance, the French Navy assumed chief responsibility for 
Mediterranean operations. 

That let Britain’s Royal Navy withdraw from the middle 
sea, concentrating its resources and energies on the main 
threat—namely the fleet of hulking battleships and cruisers 
shipwrights were bolting together in German shipyards just 
across the North Sea. London meanwhile struck up 
understandings with Washington and Tokyo that allowed it to 
pull Royal Navy warships off the American Station and China 
Station for duty in the British Isles. Many were scrapped to 

free up resources and manpower to run the naval arms race 
with Imperial Germany. 

A similar arrangement could work today, albeit on a 
grander scale. If they assume responsibility for noncombat 
missions in waters lapping against Atlantic and Mediterranean 
shores, Western allies can liberate high-end U.S. assets for 
more pressing theaters of action. That would allow 
Washington to apportion sea-service resources prudently, 
staging forces where guidance from on high says they’re 
needed. 

And in wartime? European surface fleets are dwindling at 
an alarming rate. Nor is the picture for naval air power much 
brighter. The French Marine Nationale operates the 
continent’s only big-deck aircraft carrier, the Charles de 
Gaulle. That will remain true until Great Britain fields two 
Queen Elizabeth-class flattops, supposedly around the end of 
this decade. 

European navies, however, possess world-class if modest-
sized fleets of nuclear-powered attack submarines, or SSNs. 
Western submariners excel at offensive undersea warfare, 
whereas China’s People’s Liberation Army has neglected 
antisubmarine warfare (for reasons that remain puzzling). 
European fleets, accordingly, could forward-deploy SSN 
contingents to Asia when war looms, pitting strength against 
weakness. 

A Western squadron on a multinational Indo-Pacific 
Station—preferably in Australia, at the juncture between the 
Pacific and Indian oceans—would send a powerful deterrent 
message to Beijing while furnishing serious combat power 
should things turn ugly. 

Furthermore, Western allies can play an important part 
closer to home. Europe is a peninsula jutting out of Asia. It 
overshadows sea lines of communication connecting the U.S. 
east coast to the western Indian Ocean. As the U.S. Navy 
rebalances between the Atlantic and Pacific, commanders will 
rely increasingly on Pacific sea lanes to send reinforcements 
into the theater. Nevertheless, keeping U.S. logistical options 
open is critical. 

Why? Because wise Chinese commanders would 
doubtless contest U.S. access to maritime Asia using the 
panoply of sea- and shore-based weaponry they have 
assembled over the past decade. (I would.) Getting into the 
Indian Ocean from Guam, Hawaii, or the west coast would 
prove especially trying. Geography would compel U.S. task 
forces to either run a gauntlet through the South China Sea or 
make a long detour around that embattled expanse. 

Guaranteeing U.S. access to the Indo-Pacific from the 
west—via the Mediterranean Sea, Suez Canal, Red Sea, and 
Bab el-Mandeb Strait—would therefore constitute a major 
European contribution to American success in Asia. Holding 
open the western approaches to the Indian Ocean is a must. 
The more sea routes available to U.S. mariners, the better. 

Finally, and most straightforwardly, Western navies must 
keep doing what they have done for decades: honing their 
ability to fight shoulder-to-shoulder. Operating together as a 
matter of workaday routine lets transatlantic forces preserve 
common, hard-won tactics, techniques, and procedures. 
Combating lawlessness is crucial to safe passage through 
important sea lanes. It also reinforces interoperability. 
Counterpiracy, counterproliferation, disaster and humanitarian 
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relief, and various kinds of anti-trafficking represent 
opportunity. 

The capacity to operate smoothly together is the 
transatlantic alliance’s greatest virtue—but it does require care 
and feeding. 

Happily, European militaries can probably discharge the 
functions sketched here with the forces already at sea or in the 
skies—today’s straitened circumstances notwithstanding. 
Navies can manage “permissive,” nonthreatening 
surroundings like the Atlantic and Mediterranean through 
smaller, lighter force commitments. European navies appear 
adequate to such challenges, and they excel at maritime 
security. 

Speaking as an American who gazes out across the 
Atlantic Ocean every day, I would welcome Europeans’ return 
to nautical leadership there. A new American Station for 
European fleets? Bring it on. 

 
A Sailor remembers Ernie Borgnine by Mark Faram 

from The Scoop Deck (Navy Times), July 9 
Ernie Borgnine was the reason I joined the Navy, though I 

didn’t meet him until 2003 at the Navy Memorial in 
downtown Washington, D.C. 

As a child growing up in the 1960s, one of my favorite 
television shows was “McHale’s Navy,” with Borgnine 
playing the part of Lt. Cmdr. Quentin McHale, drawing from 
his own experiences in nearly 10 years on active duty. 

“Doing that show was very much like being back in the 
Navy for me,” Borgnine said. “And like being part of a ship’s 
crew, we really became very close doing that show and many 
of us stayed in touch through the years.” 

I had read on the web that he’d been a chief gunner’s 
mate, but when I brought that up, he quickly put that issue to 
rest. 

“I was never a chief,” he said. “I was a gunner’s mate 1st 
class and that was as high as I got.” 

When then-Master Chief Petty Officer of the Navy Terry 
Scott heard Ernie wasn’t a chief, he was surprised, too, and 
decided to fix the oversight. 

The next time Ernie came to town, about six months later, 
this time to be the master of ceremonies for a concert by the 
U.S. Navy Band, Scott had him over to his house and pinned 
Ernie as an honorary chief petty officer. 

Knowing that Scott was going to pin Ernie, I made a trip 
to the Washington Navy Yard and purchased a Navy chief’s 
cover. Both Scott and Ernie were at the memorial the next day 
and Scott put the cover on Ernie’s head, completing his 
honorary advancement to the goat locker. 

“Being a chief was something I’d always wanted and 
never achieved,” he said. “Being pinned as a chief was equally 
as significant to me as winning the Academy or any other 
award I’ve been blessed with.” 

He then sat down for our photo shoot. He grabbed a 
coffee cup and scowled like mean chief, but without direction, 
he suddenly put his hand to the brim of the hat to tip towards 
the camera. The picture was magical and vintage Borgnine. 

You’ve probably seen it — it’s been all over the Internet 
since Borgnine’s death Sunday at the age of 95. But here it is 
again. 

On my copy, Ernie wrote,“To Mark: This picture has 
gone all over the WORLD!! My thanks, G’Bless — Ernie 
Borgnine.” 

 
Faces of the Fleet from Navy Live, July 5 
“Faces of the Fleet” takes a look at YOUR Navy 

operating forward. These images represent the greatest 
Sailors in the greatest Navy in the world leading from the deck 
plates, and completing missions around the globe. This is your 
fleet and these are your Sailors! Hooyah, Navy!! 

 Aviation Ordnanceman 3rd Class Allison Vargo 
performs maintenance on a bomb rack aboard the 
Nimitz-class aircraft carrier USS Abraham Lincoln 
(CVN 72). 

 Boatswain's Mate 3rd Class Robert Boyd, front, and 
other Sailors assigned to the Ticonderoga-class 
guided-missile cruiser USS Shiloh (CG 67), sign the 
wall of volunteers at the Asia Gongdongche Hakgo 
school. 

 Boatswain's Mate 2nd Class Brittany Hargrove, from 
Rocky Mountain, N.C., steadies a pallet during an 
underway replenishment aboard the guided-missile 
destroyer USS Jason Dunham (DDG 109). 

 Gunner's Mate 2nd Class Nate Anderson renders 
honors during a burial at sea ceremony on elevator 
four aboard the Nimitz-class aircraft carrier USS 
John C. Stennis (CVN 74). 

 Hospital Corpsman 2nd Class Charles Landry, 
assigned to Navy Operational Support Center Austin, 
gives a boy a Navy ball cap at the Children's Hospital 
in Boston as part of Caps for Kids during Boston 
Navy Week. 

View Gallery (5 Photos) 
Your Navy TODAY (July. 3 2012) 
On any given day, in your Navy, our team of more than 

600,000 professional Sailors and Civilians are working 
together around the globe to perform our mission: deter 
aggression and, if deterrence fails, win our Nation’s wars. It is 
not possible to share every aspect of this global team but, 
through this blog, we offer you a glimpse of what these men 
and women do. 

July 3 - (East China Sea, Boston, Arabian Sea) 
View Gallery (6 Photos) 
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On This Day In The Navy: 
1845: Naval School, later the Naval Academy, opens in Annapolis, Maryland with 50 midshipmen and seven faculty. 
 

TOP STORIES: 
1. U.S. Military Is Sent To Jordan To Help With Crisis In Syria 
(NEW YORK TIMES 10 OCT 12) ... Michael R. Gordon and Elisabeth Bumiller 

WASHINGTON — The United States military has secretly sent a task force of more than 150 planners and other specialists to 
Jordan to help the armed forces there handle a flood of Syrian refugees, prepare for the possibility that Syria will lose control of its 
chemical weapons and be positioned should the turmoil in Syria expand into a wider conflict. 

 
2. Kabul Prepares For U.S. Talks 
Afghanistan Wants New Pact to Curtail American Troops' Immunity, Official Says 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 10 OCT 12) ... Yaroslav Trofimov and Nathan Hodge 

KABUL—Afghanistan's demands to curtail immunity for U.S. forces will be a main stumbling block in negotiations over the 
long-term American military presence here, Afghan National Security Adviser Rangin Dadfar Spanta said, highlighting the issue that 
derailed similar U.S. talks with Iraq a year ago. 

 
3. Cake, With A Side Of Football, At The Navy's Birthday Party 
(STARS AND STRIPES 09 OCT 12) ... Jennifer Hlad 

The Navy kicked off its birthday week Tuesday morning, not with a buttercream-frosted submarine to rival the Army’s cupcake-
covered tank, but with a celebration of the Naval Academy football team’s overtime win Saturday over Air Force. 

 

MIDEAST: 
4. NATO Backs Turkey In Standoff With Syria 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 09 OCT 12) ... Slobodan Lekic and Frank Jordans 

BRUSSELS -- NATO is ready to defend Turkey, the alliance's top official said Tuesday, in a direct warning to Syria after a week 
of cross-border artillery and mortar exchanges dramatically escalated tensions between the two countries. 

 
5. Iran Assisting Syrian Surveillance Of Rebels 
(WASHINGTON POST 10 OCT 12) ... Ellen Nakashima 

Iran is providing crucial equipment and technical help to Syria in its effort to track opposition forces through the Internet and 
other forms of electronic surveillance, according to U.S. officials. 

 
6. Iran May Cut Ties With UAE Over Disputed Islands 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 09 OCT 12) ... Nasser Karimi 

TEHRAN, Iran— Iran on Tuesday warned the United Arab Emirates it could cut diplomatic relations between the two countries if 
the Arab nation keeps repeating claims to three Gulf islands that are controlled by Tehran. 

 
7. Iran Closer To Weapons-Grade Fuel, Experts Find 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 10 OCT 12) ... Jay Solomon 

WASHINGTON—Iran has advanced its nuclear program to where it will be able to produce weapons-grade fuel in two to four 
months, nuclear experts and former United Nations inspectors said. 
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8. Al-Qaida Making Comeback In Iraq, Officials Say 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 09 OCT 12) ... Qassim Abdul-Zahra and Lara Jakes 

BAGHDAD -- Al-Qaida is rebuilding in Iraq and has set up training camps for insurgents in the nation's western deserts as the 
extremist group seizes on regional instability and government security failures to regain strength, officials say. 

 
9. Crew Of Norfolk-Based Ponce Honored 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 09 OCT 12) ... Mike Connors 

Members of the Norfolk-based Ponce’s crew have been honored for their work. 
 

AFGHANISTAN: 
10. NATO To Discuss Afghan War, Reveal New Commanders 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 10 OCT 12) ... Lolita C. Baldor 

BRUSSELS — Defense Secretary Leon Panetta urged NATO defense ministers Wednesday to help fill the shortfall of military 
training teams in Afghanistan in order to build the capabilities of the Afghan forces so they can take control of their country's security 
by the end of 2014. 

 
11. UN Extends NATO-Led Force In Afghanistan 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 09 OCT 12) ... Edith M. Lederer 

UNITED NATIONS — The U.N. Security Council on Tuesday extended authorization for the NATO-led force in Afghanistan 
for a year and welcomed the agreement to gradually transfer full responsibility for security in the country to the Afghan government 
by the end of 2014. 

 
12. The Afghan War: Do The Numbers Add Up To Success? 
(MCCLATCHY NEWSPAPERS 09 OCT 12) ... Matthew Schofield 

WASHINGTON — The 33,000 U.S. troops ordered to Afghanistan two years ago to stop Taliban advances are back home, with 
military officials claiming that the surge accomplished its objectives. 

 

LIBYA: 
13. Ambassador Died In Smoke While Agents Searched For Him 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 10 OCT 12) ... David Lerman 

On the last day of his life, U.S. Ambassador Chris Stevens retired to his room in the American diplomatic compound in Benghazi, 
Libya at about 9 p.m. after a quiet day. 

 

ASIA – PACIFIC: 
14. Japan May "Acknowledge" China's Claim To Island To Calm Tension 
(KYODO NEWS 09 OCT 12) 

TOKYO -- Japan is considering plans to calm heightened tensions with China by acknowledging Chinese claims to disputed 
islands in the East China Sea, while maintaining its position that no official territorial dispute exists over the islet group, sources close 
to the matter said Tuesday. 

 
15. Japan's Defense Capability, Political Will A Precondition For U.S. Military Action To Protect 
Senkakus 
Interview with Toshi Yoshihara 
(ASAHI SHIMBUN 09 OCT 12) ... Takashi Oshima 

WASHINGTON--The central question in the row between Japan and China over sovereignty of the Senkaku Islands is how the 
United States will respond if tensions spill over into military conflict. 

 
16. North Korea Says Its Missiles Can Reach U.S. Mainland 
(NEW YORK TIMES 10 OCT 12) ... Choe Sang-Hun 

SEOUL, South Korea — North Korea claimed Tuesday to have missiles that can reach the American mainland, and it said that 
the recent agreement between the United States and South Korea to extend the range of the South’s ballistic missiles was increasing 
the risk of war on the Korean Peninsula. 
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NAVY BIRTHDAY: 
17. On 237th Birthday, Navy Feels Its Time Has Come; Budget Pressures Belie Campaign Rhetoric 
(AOL DEFENSE 09 OCT 12) ... Sydney J. Freedberg Jr. 

PENTAGON: "It's perfectly acceptable to say 'beat Army,'" the Chief of Naval Operations began, and the assembled Sailors 
laughed. 

 
18. Happy 237th Birthday 
(CHIEF OF NAVAL OPERATIONS BLOG 09 OCT 12) ... Jonathan W. Greenert 

As we celebrate our naval heritage on our 237th birthday 13 October, we proudly reflect on more than two centuries of 
warfighting excellence as the world’s preeminent maritime force. 

 
19. MCPON Sends 237th Navy Birthday Message 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 09 OCT 12) ... Master Chief Petty Officer of the Navy Mike D. Stevens 

WASHINGTON --- Master Chief Petty Officer of the Navy (MCPON)(AW/NAC) Mike D. Stevens sends his 237th Navy 
Birthday Message to the Fleet Oct. 9. 

 

PERSONNEL: 
20. Military Families Balk At Health Fee 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 10 OCT 12) ... Louise Radnofsky 

A provision in the national health-care law that lets young adults stay on their parents' insurance plan is popular with many 
families—but not ones in the military. 

 

SURFACE FLEET: 
21. Ingalls Delivers DDG 1000 Deckhouse To Navy 
(MISSISSIPPI PRESS (PASCAGOULA) 09 OCT 12) ... April M. Havens 

GULFPORT, Mississippi -- Ingalls Shipbuilding announced Tuesday that its Gulfport yard has delivered the composite 
deckhouse for destroyer Zumwalt to the U.S. Navy. 

 

AIRCRAFT CARRIERS: 
22. Penny-Pinching Navy Promises Next Carrier Will Cost A Measly $11.4 Billion 
(WIRED (DANGER ROOM) 09 OCT 12) ... Spencer Ackerman 

The Navy is just getting started on its new aircraft carrier, a ship it swears it’s going to build under budget, despite years of 
evidence to the contrary. It’s the sort of shipbuilding project Mitt Romney plans if he wins the presidency. 

 

SUBMARINES: 
23. EB Group's Job Is Envisioning What Submarines Will Do In The Future 
CONFORM trio focuses on how to build boats for evolving purposes 
(NEW LONDON DAY 10 OCT 12) ... Jennifer McDermott 

GROTON -- Nearly everyone at Electric Boat is focused on current submarine programs. Three people are not. 
 

24. Romney Wants To Ramp Up Virginia-Class Sub Production 
(NEWPORT NEWS DAILY PRESS 10 OCT 12) ... Michael Welles Shapiro 

Virginia-class attack submarines were thrust into the presidential campaign spotlight Monday when Mitt Romney said at Virginia 
Military Institute that he wants to ramp up production to three subs a year. 

 

TECHNOLOGY: 
25. Of Machines And Men, And Fires And Fastballs 
(WASHINGTON POST 10 OCT 12) ... Al Kamen 

After Tuesday night’s 12-4 pummeling in St. Louis, the Washington Nationals pitching staff looks as though it may need some 
help if the team’s going to win the World Series. 
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CONGRESS / BUDGET: 
26. Navy’s Financial Pivot To Pacific 
(DOD BUZZ 09 OCT 12) ... Michael Hoffman 

As their service turns 237 years old, U.S. Navy leaders can walk the Pentagon’s halls with a different sense of confidence than 
their sister services as the dark cloud of severe cuts to planned defense spending hover on the horizon. 

 
27. U.S. House Report Lists Multitude Of Weapons Programs Sequestration Would Hit 
F-35, Stryker, Tanker and New USAF Bomber Among Systems Projected To Feel Cuts 
(DEFENSE NEWS 09 OCT 12) ... John T. Bennett 

Unless lawmakers find a way to prevent a $53 billion cut to planned defense spending for 2013, the U.S. military services would 
be forced to buy fewer F-35 fighters, Stryker vehicles and Army helicopters, says a House panel. What’s more, the pending cut could 
jeopardize the Air Force’s plans for new tanker and bomber fleets. 

 
28. Dicks: DoD Would Take Bigger, $60.6 Billion Hit Under Sequestration 
(DEFENSE DAILY 10 OCT 12) ... Emelie Rutherford 

The House’s top budget writer is warning his colleagues so-called sequestration budget cuts to the defense budget would be 
greater than previously estimated and would imperil weapons programs. 

 

INFRASTRUCTURE / INSTALLATIONS: 
29. ID Scanning At Base Gate To Go Navy-Wide 
Delays expected, but next step is automated system 
(NAVY TIMES 09 OCT 12) ... Jacqueline Klimas 

Wait times to get on base will get worse before they get better. 
 

OUTREACH: 
30. U.S. Navy In Grand Forks To Promote USS North Dakota 
About as far from deep water as they can be, a submarine executive officer and his sub’s engineering master 
chief will be in Grand Forks Thursday to talk up their $2.6 billion, nuclear-powered boat, only the second in 
the U.S. Navy to carry its proud name: USS North Dakota. 
(GRAND FORKS (ND) HERALD 09 OCT 12) ... Chuck Haga 

About as far from deep water as they can be, a submarine executive officer and his sub’s engineering master chief will be in 
Grand Forks Thursday to talk up their $2.6 billion, nuclear-powered boat, only the second in the U.S. Navy to carry its proud name: 

 

COMMENTARY: 
31. Talking Our Way Out Of Afghanistan 
NATO needs to negotiate with the Taliban NOW, before all the troops -- and our leverage -- are gone. 
(FOREIGN POLICY 09 OCT 12) ... Matt Waldman 

The New York Times reported last week that U.S. officials have all but abandoned hope of achieving a peace settlement in 
Afghanistan before the bulk of foreign troops withdraw by the end of 2014. That's not as bad as it sounds. After all, the Geneva 
negotiations in the 1980s, which culminated in the Soviet withdrawal from Afghanistan, lasted six years. 

 
32. Kissinger Offers Wise Words On China 
(WASHINGTON POST 10 OCT 12) ... Walter Pincus 

When Henry Kissinger talks about China, Mitt Romney and President Obama ought to listen — and so should the rest of us. 
 

33. Missiles Away! 
If you like frantic arms buildups, here's a new Asia policy for you. 
(FOREIGN POLICY 09 OCT 12) ... Jeffrey Lewis 

On Sunday, the South Korean government announced that it had strong-armed the Obama administration into gutting what little 
remained of international efforts to fight the spread of missiles. 

 
34. Protecting Against A ‘Cyber 9/11’ 
(WASHINGTON POST 10 OCT 12) ... Joseph I. Lieberman 

Congress has recessed until after the November elections without passing cybersecurity legislation, which a bipartisan chorus of 
prominent defense and intelligence officials says is urgently needed to protect our country’s economic and national security. 
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TOP STORIES: 
1. U.S. Military Is Sent To Jordan To Help With Crisis In Syria 
(NEW YORK TIMES 10 OCT 12) ... Michael R. Gordon and Elisabeth Bumiller 

WASHINGTON — The United States military has 
secretly sent a task force of more than 150 planners and other 
specialists to Jordan to help the armed forces there handle a 
flood of Syrian refugees, prepare for the possibility that Syria 
will lose control of its chemical weapons and be positioned 
should the turmoil in Syria expand into a wider conflict. 

The task force, which has been led by a senior American 
officer, is based at a Jordanian military training center built 
into an old rock quarry north of Amman. It is now largely 
focused on helping Jordanians handle the estimated 180,000 
Syrian refugees who have crossed the border and are severely 
straining the country’s resources. 

American officials familiar with the operation said the 
mission also includes drawing up plans to try to insulate 
Jordan, an important American ally in the region, from the 
upheaval in Syria and to avoid the kind of clashes now 
occurring along the border of Syria and Turkey. 

The officials said the idea of establishing a buffer zone 
between Syria and Jordan — which would be enforced by 
Jordanian forces on the Syrian side of the border and 
supported politically and perhaps logistically by the United 
States — had been discussed. But at this point the buffer is 
only a contingency. 

The Obama administration has declined to intervene in 
the Syrian conflict beyond providing communications 
equipment and other nonlethal assistance to the rebels 
opposing the government of President Bashar al-Assad. But 
the outpost near Amman could play a broader role should 
American policy change. It is less than 35 miles from the 
Syrian border and is the closest American military presence to 
the conflict. 

Officials from the Pentagon and Central Command, which 
oversees American military operations in the Middle East, 
declined to comment on the task force or its mission. A 
spokesman for the Jordanian Embassy in Washington would 
also not comment on Tuesday. 

As the crisis in Syria has deepened, there has been 
mounting concern in Washington that the violence could 
spread through the region. Over the past week, Syria and 
Turkey have exchanged artillery and mortar fire across Syria’s 
northern border, which has been a crossing point for rebel 
fighters. In western Syria, intense fighting recently broke out 
in villages near the border crossing that leads to the Bekaa 
Valley in Lebanon. To the east, the Syrian government has 
lost control of some border crossings, including the one near 
Al Qaim in Iraq. 

Jordan has also been touched by the fighting. Recent 
skirmishes have broken out between the Syrian military and 
Jordanians guarding the country’s northern border, where 
many families have ties to Syria. In August, a 4-year-old girl 
in a Jordanian border town was injured when a Syrian shell 
struck her house, and there are concerns in Jordan that a sharp 

upsurge in the fighting in Syria might lead to an even greater 
influx of refugees. 

Jordan, which was one of the first Arab countries to call 
for Mr. Assad’s resignation, has become increasingly 
concerned that Islamic militants coming to join the fight in 
Syria could cross the porous border between the two countries. 

The American mission in Jordan quietly began this 
summer. In May, the United States organized a major training 
exercise, which was dubbed Eager Lion. About 12,000 troops 
from 19 countries, including Special Forces troops, 
participated in the exercise. 

After it ended, the small American contingent stayed on 
and the task force was established at a Jordanian training 
center north of Amman. It includes communications 
specialists, logistics experts, planners, trainers and 
headquarters staff members, American officials said. An 
official from the State Department’s Bureau of Population, 
Refugee Affairs and Migration is also assigned to the task 
force. 

“We have been working closely with our Jordanian 
partners on a variety of issues related to Syria for some time 
now,” said George Little, the Pentagon press secretary, who 
added that a specific concern was the security of Syria’s 
stockpiles of chemical and biological weapons. “As we’ve 
said before, we have been planning for various contingencies, 
both unilaterally and with our regional partners.” 

Defense Secretary Leon E. Panetta met in Amman in 
August with King Abdullah II of Jordan and at that time 
pledged continuing American help with the flow of Syrian 
refugees. Mr. Panetta was followed in September by Gen. 
James N. Mattis, the head of Central Command, who met with 
senior Jordanian officials in Amman. 

Members of the American task force are spending the 
bulk of their time working with the Jordanian military on 
logistics — figuring out how to deploy tons of food, water and 
latrines to the border, for example, and training the Jordanian 
military to handle the refugees. A month ago, as many as 
3,000 a day were coming over the border. But as the Syrian 
army has consolidated its position in southern Syria, the 
number of refugees has declined to several hundred a day. 

According to the United Nations, Jordan is currently 
hosting around 100,000 Syrians who have either registered or 
are awaiting registration.  American officials say the total 
number may be almost twice that. 

The American military is also sending medical kits to the 
border and has provided gravel to help keep down the dust at 
the Zaatari refugee camp, which the task force helped set up 
and is now home to 35,000 Syrians. It has also provided four 
large prefabricated buildings to be used at Zaatari as schools. 
One official estimated the cost so far at less than $1 million. 

Eric Schmitt contributed reporting from Washington, and 
Ranya Kadri from Amman, Jordan. 

Return to Index 
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2. Kabul Prepares For U.S. Talks 
Afghanistan Wants New Pact to Curtail American Troops' Immunity, Official Says 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 10 OCT 12) ... Yaroslav Trofimov and Nathan Hodge 

KABUL—Afghanistan's demands to curtail immunity for 
U.S. forces will be a main stumbling block in negotiations 
over the long-term American military presence here, Afghan 
National Security Adviser Rangin Dadfar Spanta said, 
highlighting the issue that derailed similar U.S. talks with Iraq 
a year ago. 

Mr. Spanta explained Kabul's negotiating positions in an 
interview as the lead American negotiator arrived in the 
Afghan capital for meetings to prepare for the talks on a 
bilateral security agreement, which are slated to start in the 
coming days. 

At stake is the future of U.S. influence in this strategic 
region after more than a decade of war—including whether the 
U.S. will be able to fight al Qaeda and other extremist groups 
in Afghanistan and neighboring Pakistan's tribal lands. 

Both sides said the discussions won't be easy. The talks 
come at a time of distrust between the two governments, when 
U.S. officials are angry over increasingly frequent incidents of 
Afghan troops turning their weapons on American soldiers, 
and after Afghan President Hamid Karzai has criticized the 
conduct of the war and what he sees as U.S. violations of 
Afghan sovereignty. 

The State Department declined to comment on the 
substance of the negotiations. 

Several disagreements must be bridged by the talks, 
including an Afghan demand that the U.S. military intervene 
to defend the country from external attacks, such as persistent 
cross-border shelling from Pakistan over the last several 
months. 

Mr. Spanta told The Wall Street Journal he hoped the new 
agreement will "bring more clarity" as to what the U.S. 
response would be if Pakistani forces bomb Afghan territory. 

Kabul is also pressing the U.S. for costly modern military 
equipment, such as tanks and fighter jets—something that U.S. 
officials oppose, saying that Afghanistan doesn't need this 
weaponry to fight the insurgency and lacks the experience and 
manpower to operate it. 

"Afghanistan's expectation is NATO-standard," said Mr. 
Spanta. "We cannot have a paramilitary army, and a 
paramilitary police force." 

The toughest issue, however, could be the U.S. demand 
for immunity from Afghan justice for U.S. service members 
who commit crimes or accidentally kill civilians after the 
current U.S.-led military mission ends in 2014, Mr. Spanta 
said. 

"As a very Muslim country, as a very proud country…the 
public opinion here is very sensitive in this regard," Mr. 
Spanta said. "This is not an easy job, but we can find a 
solution…in harmony with Afghan sovereignty." 

"Neighboring countries," an expression Afghan officials 
usually reserve for Pakistan and Iran, will also try to derail the 
agreement by whipping up public hostility to any immunity 
for Americans, he added. 

In Iraq, Washington's ability to influence the government 
in Baghdad was greatly diminished by December's pullout of 
American forces, ordered by President Barack Obama after 
Baghdad refused to accept the U.S. demand that remaining 
U.S. troops be immune from Iraqi jurisdiction. 

The issue of immunity gained particular prominence in 
Afghanistan after a U.S. soldier allegedly murdered 17 people 
in Kandahar province in March. The U.S. quickly spirited the 
suspect, Staff Sgt. Robert Bales, out of the country to face trial 
in the U.S., despite Afghan demands that he face Afghan 
justice or be publicly tried on Afghan soil. 

While Iraq ended legal immunity for U.S. contractors in 
negotiations over a status of forces agreement with the 
administration of George W. Bush, U.S. troops remained 
exempt from Iraqi law. 

Afghan officials have indicated that they could 
compromise on the issue of immunity for on-duty personnel, 
but insisted that off-duty American soldiers and officials—
such as Sgt. Bales, who allegedly left his base without 
permission during the Kandahar rampage—can't be exempted 
from Afghan law. 

That, however, is unlikely to be accepted by the U.S., 
American officials said. 

"Both sides know it is going to be very difficult," a 
Western official said. "The Afghans want us out of their hair, 
but they also know that they need us—and they resent the fact 
that they need foreigners." 

Afghanistan can't afford to fund its government and 
security forces without billions of dollars in U.S. aid. That, 
analysts said, is likely to make Mr. Karzai more amenable 
than Iraqi Prime Minister Nouri al-Maliki was last year, with 
Baghdad counting on oil revenue to sustain the Iraqi economy. 

"The current Afghan government as we know it would 
cease to exist without the security and the financial support 
provided to it by the U.S. and NATO allies," said Brian 
Katulis, senior fellow at the Center for American Progress 
think-tank, which is close to the Obama administration. "And 
it's not like China or Russia are rushing in to fill any potential 
gaps." 

Stephen Biddle, a defense expert at George Washington 
University who advised the Pentagon, said it was important 
that the negotiation process not become a "zero-sum conflict" 
between Afghan sovereignty concerns and U.S. national-
security priorities. 

Confusion among senior Afghan officials about U.S. 
intentions—reinforced by conspiracy theories about 
Washington's supposed desire to use Afghanistan as a military 
launch pad against Iran—"makes it hard for both sides to have 
a consistent sense of where the real bargaining space lies," Mr. 
Biddle said. 

Mr. Spanta said he had been closely studying the 
negotiations that the U.S. held with Iraq, as well as 
Washington's security agreements with European countries 
and nations such as Egypt. 

Under a strategic partnership deal signed by Messrs. 
Obama and Karzai in May, the U.S. and Afghanistan should 
complete the so-called Bilateral Security Agreement, which 
outlines the details of future American presence, within 12 
months. 

The lead Afghan negotiator is the country's ambassador in 
Washington, Eklil Hakimi. The American negotiating team is 
led by the U.S. deputy special representative for Afghanistan 
and Pakistan, Amb. James Warlick. Both men are in Kabul 
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this week to prepare for the formal start of the talks, officials 
said. 

The U.S. hasn't specified how quickly the current troop 
levels will be withdrawn before the end of 2014, and the 
outlines of any U.S. military presence after 2014 are still far 
from clear. Mr. Spanta said the U.S. hasn't told the Afghans 
how many bases it seeks to keep, or how many troops it would 
need to remain for training and advising the Afghan security 
forces and for carrying out counterterrorist operations. 

Western officials have mentioned the residual American 
force as ranging from a few thousand to some 20,000. There 

are currently 68,000 U.S. troops in Afghanistan, down from a 
peak of more than 100,000 last year. 

U.S. Army Maj. Gen. Kenneth Dahl, who oversees 
logistics throughout Afghanistan, said the coalition was 
already creating a new staff to help with planning for the post-
2014 presence. The military, he added, had "learned a lot of 
lessons" from the transition to a State Department-led mission 
in Iraq, and is already busily working on preparing that 
changeover here. 

"The most important thing about a war," Gen. Dahl 
added, "is how it ends." 

Return to Index 
 

3. Cake, With A Side Of Football, At The Navy's Birthday Party 
(STARS AND STRIPES 09 OCT 12) ... Jennifer Hlad 

The Navy kicked off its birthday week Tuesday morning, 
not with a buttercream-frosted submarine to rival the Army’s 
cupcake-covered tank, but with a celebration of the Naval 
Academy football team’s overtime win Saturday over Air 
Force. 

Chief of Naval Operations Adm. Jonathan Greenert also 
reassured the Sailors gathered in the Pentagon’s auditorium 
that it is “perfectly acceptable” shout “Beat Army,” even in a 
formal setting. 

The ceremony was moved from the Pentagon courtyard to 
the auditorium because of dreary weather. The official script, 
which will be used in cake-cutting ceremonies across the Navy 
in honor of the service's Saturday birthday, stressed the 
Navy’s historic role in the War of 1812, World War I and 

World War II, and the blockade of Cuba in October 1962, 
ending with a ceremonial bell ringing. 

Greenert, Navy Secretary Ray Mabus and Deputy 
Secretary of Defense Ashton Carter all stressed the Navy’s 
importance in the past, but also turned an eye to the future. 
Mabus called the Navy “America’s away team” and said it is 
ready to do whatever the country needs. 

“Much has been asked of our Navy,” he said. “Much 
more will be asked. 

Carter also praised the Navy’s historic victories, but said 
now is the time to “look up, look around and look forward.” In 
this time of strategic transition, he told the Sailors, the most 
important thing is “not strategy, it’s not ships or planes. It’s 
you.” 

Return to Index 
 
 

MIDEAST: 
4. NATO Backs Turkey In Standoff With Syria 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 09 OCT 12) ... Slobodan Lekic and Frank Jordans 

BRUSSELS -- NATO is ready to defend Turkey, the 
alliance's top official said Tuesday, in a direct warning to 
Syria after a week of cross-border artillery and mortar 
exchanges dramatically escalated tensions between the two 
countries. 

Ankara has sent additional fighter jets to reinforce an air 
base close to the frontier with Syria where shells killed five 
Turkish civilians last week, sparking fears of a wider regional 
crisis. Syria has defended its shelling of neighboring Turkey 
as an accidental outcome of its 18-month-old civil war. 

The comments by NATO Secretary-General Anders Fogh 
Rasmussen were the strongest show of support to Turkey since 
the firing began Wednesday - though the solidarity is largely 
symbolic. 

NATO member Turkey has sought backing in case it is 
attacked, but despite publicly supporting Syria's rebels Ankara 
isn't seeking direct intervention. And the alliance is thought to 
be reluctant to get involved militarily at a time when its main 
priority is the war in Afghanistan. 

"Obviously Turkey can rely on NATO solidarity," Fogh 
Rasmussen said ahead of a meeting of NATO defense 
ministers in Brussels. "We have all necessary plans in place to 
protect and defend Turkey if necessary." 

When pressed on what kind of trouble on the border 
would trigger those plans, NATO's chief said he could not 

discuss contingency plans. "We hope it won't be necessary to 
activate such plans, we do hope to see a political solution to 
the conflict in Syria," he said. 

NATO officials said the plans have been around for 
decades and were not drawn up in response to the Syria crisis. 
They spoke on condition of anonymity because they were not 
authorized to talk to the press. 

In an address to lawmakers from the ruling party, Turkish 
Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan reiterated that Ankara 
will continue retaliating for attacks from Syrian President 
Bashar Assad's regime. 

"Every kind of threat to the Turkish territory and the 
Turkish people will find us standing against it," Erdogan said. 
"Soldiers loyal to Assad fired shells at us, we immediately 
reacted and responded with double force. We shall never stop 
responding." 

At least 25 additional F-16 fighter jets were deployed at 
Turkey's Diyarbakir air base in the southeast late Monday, 
Turkey's Dogan news agency said, quoting unidentified 
military sources. The military's chief of staff inspected troops 
along the border with Syria on Tuesday. 

But despite the flare-up in recent days, there appears little 
appetite in Turkey for a war with Syria, said Volker Perthes, 
the director of the German Institute for International and 
Security Affairs. 
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Only a sudden change in the situation on the ground could 
draw Turkey into what has so far remained a domestic 
conflict, said Perthes. 

"If the humanitarian situation becomes even worse, where 
you have more massacres, where at some point even the 
Russians wouldn't block a U.N. Security Council resolution ... 
then who could do the job of protecting civilians? It would be 
Turkey in the first place," he said. 

Joshua Alvarez, managing editor of the Istanbul-based 
Kalem Journal, said it was very unlikely that Turkey would 
call on NATO and force a decision on a commitment unless 
hostilities with Syria sharply increase. 

"Turkey will continue to seek as many reassurances as it 
can, but Turkey will not put its foot down and demand a 
commitment from NATO," said Alvarez. "Turkey is aware of 
NATO's extreme reluctance about repeating a `Libya-styled' 
campaign in Syria, a much more complex and difficult 
scenario. Turkey wants no part of such a campaign, either. " 

NATO established a no-fly zone to protect civilians 
during last year's Libyan revolt against longtime dictator 
Moammar Gadhafi. Western diplomats said enforcing the 
zone required taking out Libya's air defenses and attacking 
tanks and military vehicles that posed threats to civilians. 

Ankara's reluctance to go it alone in Syria was voiced 
Tuesday by Turkish Deputy Prime Minister Ali Babacan. 

"Whichever step we take, it will be taken in consultation 
with our friends and our allies and in agreement with them," 
he said. "This is not a Syrian-Turkish bilateral issue, it is a 
humanitarian issue and we think that at the same time it's an 
issue that should be viewed as a regional security issue. The 
Arab League is involved, the Islamic Conference Organization 
is involved and NATO is a part of it." 

Syrian opposition activists estimate more than 32,000 
people have been killed since March 2011 when the uprising 
against Assad's regime began. Initially, regime opponents 
launched a wave of peaceful protests that were met by 
repeated attacks by security forces, and the conflict has 
gradually turned into bloody civil war that has motivated tens 
of thousands of civilians to flee Syria. The fighting has 
devastated entire neighborhoods in Syria's main cities, 
including Aleppo in the north. Syria's government has always 
blamed the uprising on what it calls foreign terrorists. 

A Sunni extremist group called Jabhat al-Nusra claimed 
responsibility for an attack on Syrian air force intelligence 
compound in the Damascus suburb of Harasta Monday 
evening. A statement on a militant website by the group's 
media arm, Al-Manara al-Bayda, said the bombing aimed "to 
avenge the killing of Muslims and those who suffered 
injustice." 

The Syrian state-run news agency did not report the 
explosion and there were conflicting reports on how badly the 
compound was damaged. There were no official reports on 
casualties, but the pro-government Al-Ikhbariya channel said 
on Monday the blast was heard across Damascus. 

Turkey's state-run Anadolu Agency, reported that Syrian 
Nation Council leader Abdulbaset Sieda visited rebel-
controlled areas in Syria on Tuesday. 

It said he entered Syria from the Bab al-Hawa border 
crossing and "made observations in rural areas" of Idlib 
province before traveling to Aleppo's Etarib area where he met 
with commanders of the Free Syrian Army. If confirmed, the 
trip would be Sieda's first into Syria since he became the 
council's leader in June. 

Anadolu quoted Sieda as saying: "We are here to see what 
the opposition in Syria and the opposition outside of Syria can 
do together to serve the Syrian people." 

Sieda made the trip ahead of an Oct. 15-17 meeting of 
Syrian opposition groups in Qatar. 

Meanwhile, two Syrian rebels told The Associated Press 
that seven military and intelligence officers belonging to 
Syria's ruling Alawite minority have defected to Jordan. The 
rebels said they helped the seven cross into Jordan on 
Monday, and that the highest-ranking figure among them was 
an army colonel. 

Defections by Alawites, who make up the backbone of 
Assad's regime, are relatively uncommon. Almost all the 
defections have been from Syria's Sunni majority, who 
dominate the rebellion. 

Three other Alawite intelligence officials came to Jordan 
three weeks ago, said the two rebels, who spoke to the AP on 
condition of anonymity for fear of reprisals from the Assad 
regime. Jordanian officials declined comment. 

Jordans reported from Istanbul. AP writers Barbara Surk 
and Zeina Karam in Beirut, and Suzan Fraser in Ankara, 
Turkey, contributed to this report. 

Return to Index 
 

5. Iran Assisting Syrian Surveillance Of Rebels 
(WASHINGTON POST 10 OCT 12) ... Ellen Nakashima 

Iran is providing crucial equipment and technical help to 
Syria in its effort to track opposition forces through the 
Internet and other forms of electronic surveillance, according 
to U.S. officials. 

The aid is the latest example of how Iran is helping Syria 
in its battle against rebel forces threatening the regime of 
President Bashar al-Assad. The technical assistance is coming 
mainly through Iran’s Ministry of Intelligence and Security, 
the officials said. 

Iran, which has long experience in tracking dissidents 
internally, has supplied surveillance and communications gear, 
as well as technical support in computer-network surveillance, 
said one intelligence official. Like others interviewed, he 

spoke on the condition of anonymity because of the topic’s 
sensitivity. 

Among the tactics in which Iran is advising the Syrians is 
how to gain access to Web forums and chat rooms, where they 
pose as opposition members to identify and track targets, the 
intelligence official said. Syrian agents are then dispatched to 
kill the rebels, the officials said. 

An array of sophisticated techniques used to entrap Syrian 
opposition activists has already been unearthed by tech 
privacy and security groups. Pro-government hackers have 
covertly installed spyware on activists’ computers by sending 
them e-mail and Skype messages purporting to be from 
opposition sympathizers that include attachments containing 



 9

surveillance tools, said Eva Galperin of the Electronic Frontier 
Foundation, an Internet privacy group based in San Francisco. 

The surveillance software can record keystrokes, steal 
passwords, turn on webcams and record audio conversations. 

Iran’s electronic assistance began at least a year ago as 
part of a broader program to sustain the Syrian regime that 
included military advisers and fighters from Hezbollah, a 
Lebanese Shiite militant group closely allied with Iran. 

“We know that Iran is there in a whole range of 
capabilities, and they’re offering what capabilities they have 
because they look at a loss of Syria as a huge problem,” Rep. 
Mike Rogers (R-Mich.), chairman of the House Permanent 
Select Committee on Intelligence, said in an interview. “You 
can extrapolate from that everything they have available, from 
weapons systems to finance and training, and they do have a 
growing cyber-capability that’s concerning.” 

Instead of weapons, the Obama administration has given 
the rebels communications gear, passed on intelligence on 

who is being targeted, and trained them in using covert 
channels to escape tracking by the government. 

The intelligence official said advice on how to avoid 
being targeted includes “relatively simple techniques that 
anyone who’s computer-savvy can use to obscure” their 
identity. 

“It’s a good way for us to help the opposition without 
having to send in troops and bombs,” said a former U.S. 
defense official. 

The Syrians are reasonably good at internal security, but 
experts say the Iranians are better trained in electronic and 
computer-network surveillance. 

“Technologically, they’re light-years ahead of Syria,” said 
Robert B. Baer, a former CIA case officer in the Middle East 
and author of several books on the region. “The Syrians have 
got to go to the Iranians for anything advanced.” 

James Ball contributed to this report. 
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6. Iran May Cut Ties With UAE Over Disputed Islands 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 09 OCT 12) ... Nasser Karimi 

TEHRAN, Iran— Iran on Tuesday warned the United 
Arab Emirates it could cut diplomatic relations between the 
two countries if the Arab nation keeps repeating claims to 
three Gulf islands that are controlled by Tehran. 

Later, Iranian officials appeared to be trying to walk back 
the threat. 

Iran took control of the Gulf islands in 1971, after British 
forces left the region. The islands — the tiny Abu Musa and 
the nearby Greater and Lesser Tunb — dominate the approach 
to the Strait of Hormuz, a key waterway through which about 
one-fifth of the world's oil supply passes. 

Iran's Revolutionary Guard and the U.S. Navy patrol the 
narrow waterway, which Iran has threatened to choke off in 
retaliation for tougher Western sanctions over its suspect 
nuclear program. 

Since 1992, the UAE has repeatedly claimed the islands 
and last month at the U.N. General Assembly, it said Iran's 
"occupation" violates international law. 

The news website of Iran's parliament, ICANA.ir, quoted 
Foreign Ministry spokesman Ramin Mehmanparast as saying 
that Iran will either cut or reduce ties with the UAE if it 
repeats its charges 

"If baseless anti-Iranian claims become too much, and 
downgrading or cutting diplomatic ties becomes the only 
option to secure national interests, this will be done," 
Mehmanparast was quoted as saying. "The continuous and 
repeated Emirati claims will have a negative impact on various 
parts of the relationship" with Iran. 

The comments marked the first time that Iran has 
threatened to cut ties with the UAE. In the past, Tehran has 
said it was willing to discuss the case on the bilateral level — 
though it never said relinquishing the islands was an option. 

In an apparent attempt to water down the threat to cut ties, 
an unnamed Foreign Ministry official claimed Mehmanparast 

was misquoted, blaming media outlets — though the quote 
was carried on official Iranian state news media. 

Iran is a top trading partner of Dubai, with the Islamic 
Republic importing annually $10 billion worth of goods on 
average in recent years. Visiting Dubai, deputy Iranian 
Foreign Minister Hasan Qashqavi added reassurance, saying, 
"Iran's relations with the Emirates are expanding," adding 
"warm greetings" to the Emirates, the semiofficial Mehr news 
agency reported. 

Mehmanparast also said Iran will have an "immediate 
reaction against any country that violates Iran's territory" and 
stressed how the Emirati claims about the islands have been 
"very provocative for Iranians." 

The remarks are part of Iran's harsher stance after the 
UAE's statement at the General Assembly in September. 

In April, a visit by President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad to 
the islands inflamed the dispute over the territories and 
prompted an outcry by UAE and its Arab allies. Tehran later 
vowed to develop the islands through tourism and other 
industries, though nothing has been reported on that since the 
visit. 

Tehran says the islands have been part of states that 
existed on the Iranian mainland from antiquity until the British 
occupied them in early 20th century. 

Tehran also maintains that an agreement signed eight 
years before its 1979 Islamic Revolution between Shah 
Mohammad Reza Pahlavi and the ruler of one of the UAE's 
seven emirates, Sharjah, gives it the right to administer Abu 
Musa and station troops there. 

There was no agreement on the other two islands. The 
UAE insists they belonged to the emirate of Ras al-Khaimah 
until Iran captured them by force days before the UAE 
statehood in 1971. 

Return to Index 
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7. Iran Closer To Weapons-Grade Fuel, Experts Find 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 10 OCT 12) ... Jay Solomon 

WASHINGTON—Iran has advanced its nuclear program 
to where it will be able to produce weapons-grade fuel in two 
to four months, nuclear experts and former United Nations 
inspectors said. 

The new assessments feed growing alarm in the U.S., 
Europe and Israel that efforts to deny Tehran a nuclear-
weapons capability could be rendered futile by as early as next 
summer. 

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu told the U.N. 
General Assembly last month that the international community 
needed to be prepared to strike Iran's nuclear sites by the 
summer. 

Iran denies it is pursuing atomic weapons and says its 
nuclear work is solely for civilian purposes. U.S. officials said 
they believe Iran's Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei 
has yet to make the political decision to acquire a nuclear 
bomb. 

The state of Iran's nuclear program has become a major 
foreign-policy issue in this year's U.S. presidential election. 
Republican candidate Mitt Romney has charged President 
Barack Obama with being soft on confronting Iran. The White 
House said its sanctions aimed at pressing Iranian leaders to 
bend to international demands have fueled a 40% fall in the 
value of the Iranian currency in the past two weeks. 

The Institute for Science and International Security, an 
independent research institute in Washington with former 
U.N. inspectors on its staff, concluded in a report this week 
that Iran could produce enough highly enriched uranium for 
one atomic bomb, about 25 kilograms, in two to four months 
using its largest uranium-enrichment facility near the city of 
Natanz. 

The ISIS report offered a faster timeline than Mr. 
Netanyahu presented to the U.N. on Sept. 27 because of 
Tehran's growing stockpile of higher-enriched uranium and its 
expanding numbers of centrifuge machines. The Israeli leader 
said Iran is expected to have acquired enough higher-enriched 
uranium by spring or summer to begin conversion to weapons 
grade. He said Iran then could construct its first nuclear bomb 
within several weeks or months. 

ISIS bases its conclusions almost solely on information 
released by the U.N.'s nuclear watchdog, the International 
Atomic Energy Agency. The IAEA said in its most recent 
report in August that Tehran had doubled its capacity to 
produce 20% enriched uranium at its underground facility near 
the holy city of Qom. But the IAEA didn't offer a timeline for 
when Iran might be able to produce weapons-grade fuel. 

The think tank said Tehran could combine its stockpiles 
of low-enriched and higher-enriched uranium to make a dash 
for weapons-grade fuel, which is around 90% purity. The 
Iranians could do that by synchronizing the enrichment of 
these two grades of uranium and cutting out some 
intermediary steps that slow the process, ISIS said. 

"Growth in the stock of near 20% [purity] reduces the 
time to break out," ISIS said in its report. 

Iran has a stockpile 91.4 kilograms of uranium enriched to 
20% purity, according to the IAEA. An additional 25 
kilograms of the material is committed for conversion into fuel 
rods for Tehran's research reactor. 

ISIS said its faster estimates for Iran acquiring the highly 
enriched uranium would require Tehran to use its total 
stockpile of 20% enriched uranium. 

The institute played down Mr. Netanyahu's assertion that 
Iran could quickly convert the weapons-grade fuel into a 
usable atomic bomb. "Iran would need many additional 
months to manufacture a nuclear device suitable for 
underground testing and even longer to make a reliable 
warhead for a ballistic missile," the report said. 

U.S. officials believe Iran would need 12 to 18 months to 
build an atomic weapon if Mr. Khamenei gives the order. The 
U.S. intelligence community concluded in a controversial 
2007 report that Tehran had ended a structured program to 
build an atomic bomb four years earlier, though some research 
is believed to have continued. 

IAEA officials have said recently that they believe the 
suspected head of Iran's nuclear-weapons studies, scientist 
Mohsen Fakhrizadeh, reopened a scientific office last year. 
And the U.N. agency has been pressing Iran, so far 
unsuccessfully, to allow it to visit a military facility south of 
Tehran, called Parchin, where the IAEA believes nuclear-
weapons related tests had occurred. 

The Obama administration has voiced concerns about the 
threat posed by Iran's production of higher-enriched uranium. 
But U.S. officials have stressed that the IAEA would detect 
any moves by Iran to reconfigure their centrifuge machines to 
begin producing weapons-grade fuel. 

IAEA inspectors visit the sites in Natanz and Qom around 
twice a month. The agency also has cameras monitoring the 
sites. 

Iran, however, has indicated in recent months that it may 
further limit its cooperation with the IAEA. 

The head of Iran's Atomic Energy Organization, 
Fereydoun Abbasi-Davani, charged the Vienna-based agency 
last month with trying to sabotage Iran's uranium-enrichment 
facilities by cutting off electricity supply. 

Iran also has accused the IAEA of being complicit in the 
murders of five Iranian nuclear scientists over the past five 
years and spying for Western countries. The IAEA has denied 
these charges. 

"If the IAEA has to end or limit these inspections, there 
could be a serious problem," said Olli Heinonen, a former 
chief weapons inspector at the agency, during a presentation 
on Tuesday in Washington. 

Both Mr. Heinonen and ISIS said that the underground 
facility at Qom is playing an increasingly central role in Iran's 
nuclear-fuel production. The facility is buried deep 
underground and seen as potentially impervious to attacks. 

Currently, the Qom site is seen as incapable of quickly 
producing highly enriched uranium because of the dearth of 
centrifuges currently operating there. But the IAEA said in 
August that over 2,000 machines could be operating there 
shortly. 

Still, ISIS said in the report that it doesn't expect Iran to 
"break out" in the next year, because of the high likelihood 
that such moves would be detected by the IAEA and lead to an 
American or Israeli military strike. 

"Iran's current trajectory at [the Qom facility] is 
increasing the chance of a military confrontation, particularly 
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given growing concern about the relatively short breakout time," ISIS said. 
Return to Index 
 

8. Al-Qaida Making Comeback In Iraq, Officials Say 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 09 OCT 12) ... Qassim Abdul-Zahra and Lara Jakes 

BAGHDAD -- Al-Qaida is rebuilding in Iraq and has set 
up training camps for insurgents in the nation's western deserts 
as the extremist group seizes on regional instability and 
government security failures to regain strength, officials say. 

Iraq has seen a jump in al-Qaida attacks over the last 10 
weeks, and officials believe most of the fighters are former 
prisoners who have either escaped from jail or were released 
by Iraqi authorities for lack of evidence after the U.S. military 
withdrawal last December. Many are said to be Saudi or from 
Sunni-dominated Gulf states. 

During the war and its aftermath, U.S. forces, joined by 
allied Sunni groups and later by Iraqi counterterror forces, 
managed to beat back al-Qaida's Iraqi branch. 

But now, Iraqi and U.S. officials say, the insurgent group 
has more than doubled in numbers from a year ago - from 
about 1,000 to 2,500 fighters. And it is carrying out an average 
of 140 attacks each week across Iraq, up from 75 attacks each 
week earlier this year, according to Pentagon data. 

"AQI is coming back," U.S. Sen. Lindsey Graham, a 
Republican from South Carolina, declared in an interview last 
month while visiting Baghdad. 

The new growth of al-Qaida in Iraq, also known as the 
Islamic State of Iraq, is not entirely unexpected. Last 
November, the top U.S. military official in Iraq, Army Gen. 
Lloyd Austin, predicted "turbulence" ahead for Iraq's security 
forces. But he doubted Iraq would return to the days of 
widespread fighting between Shiite militias and Sunni 
insurgents, including al-Qaida, that brought the Islamic 
country to the brink of civil war. 

While there's no sign of Iraq headed back toward 
sectarian warfare - mostly because Shiite militias are not 
retaliating to their deadly attacks - al-Qaida's revival is 
terrifying to ordinary Iraqis. 

Generally, the militant group does not does not launch 
attacks or otherwise operate beyond Iraq's borders. For years, 
it has targeted Shiite pilgrims, security forces, officials in the 
Shiite-led government and - until it left - the U.S. military. On 
Tuesday, a series of bombings and drive-by shootings killed 
six people, including three soldiers and a judge, in Baghdad 
and the former al-Qaida strongholds of Mosul and Tal Afar in 
northern Iraq. 

Each round of bombings and shootings the terror group 
unleashes across the country, sometimes killing dozens on a 
single day, fuels simmering public resentment toward the 
government, which has unable to curb the violence. And the 
rise of Sunni extremists who aim to overthrow a Shiite-linked 
government in neighboring Syria has brought a new level of 
anxiety to Iraqis who fear the same thing could happen in 
Baghdad. 

"Nobody here believes the government's claims that al-
Qaida is weak and living its last days in Iraq," said Fuad Ali, 
41, a Shiite who works for the government. 

"Al-Qaida is much stronger than what the Iraqi officials 
are imagining," Ali said. "The terrorist group is able to launch 
big attacks and free its members from Iraqi prisons, and this 
indicates that al-Qaida is stronger than our security forces. The 

government has failed to stop the increasing number of 
victims who were killed since the start of this year." 

In the vast desert of western Iraq near the Syrian border, 
security forces have discovered the remnants of recent 
insurgent training camps, said Lt. Gen. Ali Ghaidan, 
commander of the army's ground forces. An army raid last 
month on Iraq's sprawling al-Jazeera region, which spans three 
provinces, found a 10-tent campsite littered with thousands of 
bullet shell casings, Ghaidan told The Associated Press in an 
interview. 

"This indicates that this place has been used as a shooting 
range to train terrorists," said Ghaidan, one of the highest 
ranking officials in the Iraqi army. 

Two DVDs found in the al-Jazeera raid show mounted 
anti-aircraft machine guns. Forty gunmen shout "God is great" 
at a shooting range that a subtitle locates in Iraq's western 
Anbar province. Separate footage shows pickup trucks with 
Anbar license plates. The AP obtained copies of two DVDs, 
which Iraqi officials believe were filmed in the first three 
months of this year. 

"Al-Qaida leaders decided that al-Jazeera is the best area 
to train their fighters because it is very hard for security forces 
to reach it," said Shiite lawmaker Hakim al-Zamili, who sits 
on parliament's security and defense committee and has been 
briefed on the camps. 

Intelligence indicates as many as 2,500 al-Qaida fighters 
are now living in five training camps in the al-Jazeera area, 
according to two other senior Iraqi security officials. The 
officials, who spoke on condition of anonymity because they 
were not authorized to release the information, estimated that 
only 700 al-Qaida fighters were in Iraq when U.S. troops 
withdrew. Six months earlier, in June 2011, U.S. Defense 
Secretary Leon Panetta told the U.S. Senate that 1,000 al-
Qaida remained in Iraq. 

Earlier this summer, al-Qaida in Iraq launched a 
campaign dubbed "Breaking the Walls," which aimed at 
retaking strongholds from which it was driven by the 
American military. Sabah al-Nuaman, spokesman for the 
government's counterterror services, acknowledged that Iraqi 
forces have struggled to contain al-Qaida since the U.S. 
military's departure. 

Iraqi and U.S. officials agree that Iraqi forces have 
improved their ability to gain terrorism intelligence from 
informants and prisoners. But they still struggle to intercept 
technical communications like al-Qaida's cell phone calls, 
radio signals and Internet messages - one of the methods used 
by the U.S. military. 

"The Iraqi efforts to combat terrorists groups have been 
negatively affected by the U.S. pullout, but we are trying our 
best to compensate and develop our own capabilities," al-
Nuaman said. 

The U.S. withdrew its military as required under a 2008 
security agreement negotiated during the White House 
administration of then-President George W. Bush. 

President Barack Obama considered leaving several 
thousand troops in Iraq past the 2011 withdrawal deadline. But 
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negotiations disintegrated last fall when Baghdad refused to 
extend legal immunities to any U.S. combat troops remaining 
in Iraq, meaning they could have been prosecuted for 
defending themselves if under attack. 

Republicans blame Obama, a Democrat, for failing to 
push Baghdad harder or to find a compromise that would have 
let U.S. troops remain in Iraq as a safeguard against al-Qaida 
and deteriorating Mideast stability. On Monday, GOP 
presidential candidate Mitt Romney accused the White House 
of wasting gains the U.S. made in Iraq. 

Obama pushed back Monday, saying he had fulfilled a 
campaign promise to end the Iraq war. 

"Gov. Romney said it was tragic to end the war in Iraq. I 
disagree," Obama said in a campaign speech. "We cannot 
afford to go back to a foreign policy that gets us into wars with 
no plan to end them." 

There now are about 260 active-duty troops and civilian 
Defense Department employees who have diplomatic 
immunity to remain in Iraq to train security forces on military 
equipment that Baghdad bought from the United States. 
Among them are 28 U.S. special operations forces who have 
been training Iraqi counterterror soldiers in the capital. But the 
money for their posts runs out at the end of the year unless 
Congress agrees to restore their funding. 

The two senior Iraqi security officials said al-Qaida 
fighters have been easily moving between Iraq and Syria in 
recent months to help Sunni rebels overthrow Syrian President 

Bashar Assad, whose Alawite religious sect is an offshoot of 
Shiite Islam. And in Anbar province, some fighters linked to 
al-Qaida have regrouped under the name of the Free Iraqi 
Army - an attempt to align themselves with the rebels' Free 
Syrian Army. 

Anbar tribal sheikh Hamid al-Hayes, a retired security 
official who helped U.S. forces fight al-Qaida in Anbar at the 
height of the insurgency, said the Free Iraqi Army is recruiting 
fighters and planning to overthrow the Shiite-led government 
in Baghdad. "They want to mimic the Syrian revolution," he 
said. Al-Nauman, the counterterror spokesman, denied that 
and said the group is merely a subset of al-Qaida fighters who 
adopted the new name to "attract the support of the Iraqi 
Sunnis by making use of the strife going on in Syria." 

Al-Qaida in Iraq for years had a hot-and-cold relationship 
with the global terror network's leadership. It was the Syrian 
civil war, now in its 19th month, that prompted global al-
Qaida leader Ayman al-Zawahri last February to embrace the 
Iraqi insurgency in hopes of recruiting fighters and support 
against Assad. 

Before that, in 2007, Zawahri and Osama bin Laden 
distanced themselves from the Iraqi militants for killing 
civilians instead of only targeting the U.S. military and other 
Western targets. Now, there's little doubt that Zawahri's appeal 
to al-Qaida in Iraq bolstered its legitimacy and injected 
confidence into the insurgency just as the U.S. troops left. 
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9. Crew Of Norfolk-Based Ponce Honored 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 09 OCT 12) ... Mike Connors 

Members of the Norfolk-based Ponce’s crew have been 
honored for their work. 

Ponce is currently in the Arabian Sea. Crew members 
were honored for their efforts in making the ship the Navy's 
first Afloat Forward Staging Base, a Navy press release said. 

Capt. Timothy Lockwood, Ponce's civil service master, 
and CIVMAR Chief Engineer Blaine Darling and First 
Assistant Engineer Christian Teague were presented 
Department Of Defense Meritorious Civilian Service Awards 
for their efforts. 

"The capabilities you brought - folks on the other side of 
the street are taking note of the capability you brought in," 

said Rear Adm. Mark H. Buzby. "We read it in Washington all 
the time. You've done things that have never been done 
before. You're also setting the pace for the follow-on version 
of this ship, still being built." 

Ponce recently was part of the U.S. 5th Fleet area of 
responsibility during International Mine Countermeasures 
Exercise 2012, which ran from Sept. 16-27. During the 
exercise, Ponce acted as the command ship, also providing 
support to surface ship and mine countermeasures operations, 
the release said. Ponce embarked, launched and recovered 
helicopters. 
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AFGHANISTAN: 
10. NATO To Discuss Afghan War, Reveal New Commanders 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 10 OCT 12) ... Lolita C. Baldor 

BRUSSELS — Defense Secretary Leon Panetta urged 
NATO defense ministers Wednesday to help fill the shortfall 
of military training teams in Afghanistan in order to build the 
capabilities of the Afghan forces so they can take control of 
their country's security by the end of 2014. 

In remarks to the ministers' conference here, Panetta 
asked that they provide the 58 teams that are needed, and give 
those commitments by later next month. 

"The U.S. has filled a disproportionate number of these 
teams in recent years, and I ask for your help to fill the gap," 
Panetta said, calling this a "critical moment" in the war. 

The ministers are gathering in Belgium to deliberate the 
next phase of the Afghanistan war and to hear how military 
commanders plan to tamp down the insider attacks that have 
killed or injured 130 allied forces. 

Officials here are also expected to formally announce that 
the top U.S. commander in Afghanistan, Marine Gen. John 
Allen, will be the next NATO supreme allied commander. 
Allen is slated to take over early next year, and Marine Gen. 
Joseph Dunford, the assistant Marine commandant, would take 
the top Afghanistan job. The changes must be confirmed by 
the U.S. Senate. 
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During the meeting, Allen and Panetta assured the 
ministers that commanders have come up with a range of ways 
to reduce the insider attacks in which Afghans, or insurgents 
wearing their uniforms, have turned their guns on allied 
forces. 

The tactics to reduce the attacks have largely been in 
place for some time. They include increased vetting of Afghan 
recruits, enhanced training and cultural awareness, greater use 
of so-called guardian angel troops who stand guard to protect 
their comrades, and a new system that requires partnered 
operations with small units to be approved by top 
commanders. 

NATO Secretary-General Anders Fogh Rasmussen began 
the meeting saying that the coalition of 50 nations contributing 
to the Afghanistan fight will begin to withdraw their forces 
between now and the end of 2014, as planned. And he seemed 
to reject any idea that there will be any acceleration in the 
drawdown, despite concerns about the insider attacks. 

"This is not about speeding up," said Rasmussen, adding 
that the coalition will execute a careful, deliberate and 
coordinated process for the transfer of security to the Afghans 
by the time the NATO combat mission ends in 2014. 

At that time, NATO will change to a training and 
advisory mission. NATO ministers are expected to endorse a 
broad framework for that transition during their meeting here. 

That mission is also likely to include continued 
counterterrorism efforts by the U.S. There have been 
suggestions that a force of as many as 20,000 troops could 
remain in Afghanistan after the end of 2014, but no decisions 
have been made. Allen is expected to provide some 
recommendations before the end of the year on the pace and 
number of U.S. troops leaving Afghanistan beginning in 2013. 

Dunford has been assistant commandant since October 
2010. Allen took over the Afghanistan job in July 2011, after 
serving as the acting commander of U.S. Central Command 
for a short time. 
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11. UN Extends NATO-Led Force In Afghanistan 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 09 OCT 12) ... Edith M. Lederer 

UNITED NATIONS — The U.N. Security Council on 
Tuesday extended authorization for the NATO-led force in 
Afghanistan for a year and welcomed the agreement to 
gradually transfer full responsibility for security in the country 
to the Afghan government by the end of 2014. 

A resolution adopted unanimously by the council also 
welcomed the government's "strong commitment" to develop a 
national security force under civilian leadership that can 
contribute to the region's security by stabilizing the situation 
in Afghanistan. 

The U.N.'s most powerful body expressed serious concern 
at the current security situation in Afghanistan and stressed 
that many challenges remain. 

The Security Council had tentatively scheduled a trip to 
Afghanistan in late October, but diplomats said it has been 
delayed partly because of security concerns. 

The Afghan war began its 12th year on Sunday amid fears 
that once international combat forces leave in just over two 
years the country will again fracture along ethnic lines and 
there will be a repeat of the bloody ethnic fighting that 
followed the Soviet exit from Afghanistan in the 1990s. 

The Security Council singled out continuing terrorist 
activities by the Taliban, al-Qaida and other extremist and 
armed groups and condemned their use of civilians as human 

shields. It expressed serious concern at the high number of 
civilian casualties, especially among women and children, 
noting that an increasingly large number are caused by the 
Taliban, al-Qaida and armed groups. 

The council also stressed the link between terrorist 
activities and the illicit drug trade which still flourishes in 
Afghanistan. 

The Security Council acknowledged that progress has 
been made in reforming Afghanistan's police and army, and it 
welcomed NATO's commitment to provide "sustained 
practical support aimed at improving and sustaining 
Afghanistan's capacity and capability to tackle continued 
threats to its security, stability and integrity" after international 
forces leave at the end of 2014. 

The resolution adopted Tuesday extends the authorization 
of the NATO-led International Security Assistance Force until 
Oct. 13, 2013. The force currently includes about 68,000 
Americans and about 40,000 troops from other nations. 

The Security Council reiterated that the Afghan 
government's progress on improving security, governance, 
human rights, development and the rule of law is linked to its 
progress in combatting corruption and the narcotics trade, 
promoting accountability and ending impunity. 
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12. The Afghan War: Do The Numbers Add Up To Success? 
(MCCLATCHY NEWSPAPERS 09 OCT 12) ... Matthew Schofield 

WASHINGTON — The 33,000 U.S. troops ordered to 
Afghanistan two years ago to stop Taliban advances are back 
home, with military officials claiming that the surge 
accomplished its objectives. 

But did it? 
“In mid-2009 there was a real risk that the mission in 

Afghanistan might very well fail,” Defense Secretary Leon 
Panetta said recently. “Today the situation is very much 
different and improved.” 

Violence is down, Panetta said, echoing a refrain heard 
around the Pentagon. 

But for all the American blood and treasure invested in 
the war, some experts who’ve studied it contend that the 
problem with the military’s claims of success is that the 
numbers don’t add up. Using them alone, the Taliban is 
overmatched, and attacks since the surge are down. Yet, they 
have become more brazen. 

“When I was in the Pentagon, I used to see reams of 
metrics for Iraq and Afghanistan,” said Thomas Mahnken, a 
former deputy assistant defense secretary for policy planning 
under Presidents Barack Obama and George W. Bush. “Few 
had any real meaning.” 



 14

Now in its second decade, the war played a supporting 
role for many years while most of the military and political 
attention was focused on Iraq. And while the presidential 
campaign has occasionally veered to foreign policy concerns, 
like Libya and Syria, Afghanistan as an issue has been missing 
in action. 

Obama and Republican challenger Mitt Romney largely 
agree on the strategy, which is to remove most American 
troops by the end 2014. 

But after 11 years, Afghanistan remains a battlefield of 
mixed accomplishments and unforeseen milestones. 

Last month marked the death of the 2,000th American 
service member in the war. It also saw a group of uniformed 
Afghan soldiers – our supposed allies – turned their weapons 
on American troops at an Afghan Army checkpoint. It was not 
the first time. So-called “green-on-blue” attacks have been 
increasing over the past year. 

The end of the surge leaves the American military and 
NATO with a combined force of about 100,000, supplemented 
by an Afghan force of 350,000, according to NATO. 

NATO and the Pentagon estimate that the Taliban has 
about 20,000 men. By any definition, the 20-to-1 odds would 
seem to pose an overwhelming advantage. 

But a recent spate of highly organized attacks against 
allied forces, such as the raid last month in which 15 Taliban 
got inside Camp Bastion , a major air base in southern 
Afghanistan’s Helmand province, and killed two U.S. Marines 
and destroyed six fighter jets, indicate that troop numbers 
don’t tell the whole story. 

Nor do the enemy body counts. 
Coming up with numbers to reflect military progress has 

never been easy, said Mahnken, who teaches national security 
at the U.S. Naval War College. Even as basic a measure as the 
number of enemy killed has little meaning against an 
insurgency, he said. 

In fact, military officials refuse to even track exact 
numbers of enemy killed or captured in Afghanistan. Instead, 
daily reports from the International Security Assistance Force, 
the NATO-led coalition, use vague descriptions like “few” or 
“several,” “multiple” or “numerous;” even “many.” 

The measurements can mean anywhere from three to 
“more than 20.” 

Using that math, U.S. and allied forces during the first 
half of September captured or killed about 400 insurgents. But 
if the entire Taliban force consists of about 20,000 fighters, 
shouldn’t losing hundreds every few weeks be a sign of a 
looming collapse? 

Indeed, Mahnken said that by U.S. and NATO counts, the 
Taliban has been defeated several times over. 

While Defense Department officials were shocked at the 
Camp Bastion incident, they say that insurgent attacks are 
down 24 percent since their peak in 2010, at the beginning of 
the surge, according to international security force numbers. 

In 2010, between the May and August fighting season in 
Afghanistan, there were about 14,000 insurgent attacks, 
according the group’s statistics, which are all estimates 

During the same period this year, there were about 
12,000. 

But that’s still higher than they were in 2009 before the 
surge, when nearly 8,000 insurgent attacks occurred. It was 
that number that convinced the White House and the Pentagon 
that more troops were needed. 

The security force statistics, however, don’t account for 
attacks on Afghan troops unaccompanied by NATO forces. 
Afghan forces operating without NATO support is another 
trend the Pentagon frequently cites as a primary 
accomplishment this year. 

The numbers also don’t reflect insurgent attacks on 
civilians, which the international security force notes is 
common. And it only counts a quarter of the “green-on-blue” 
attacks, where uniformed Afghans turn their guns on 
international forces serving alongside them, like last week’s 
checkpoint shooting. 

As in Iraq, success in Afghanistan is dependent not just 
on battlefield victories, but on a counterinsurgency strategy, or 
to borrow an expression from Vietnam, another long and 
unpopular war, winning the “hearts and minds” of the people. 

“Victory in Afghanistan won’t come with a shipboard 
surrender ceremony,” but when the Afghan people take 
control of their own destiny, said Pentagon spokesman George 
Little. 

That means doing things like building roads and schools, 
and making everyday life safe. 

Still, a former U.S. ambassador to NATO, Kurt Volker, 
said, “This doesn’t work if the motivation is ideology, if you 
fight because God wants you to fight. It becomes an 
impossible numbers game.” 

The obstacle of ideology is clear in the fight against al 
Qaida. Pentagon and intelligence officials estimate that al 
Qaida has about 100 followers in Afghanistan, but in reality, 
only about a quarter are active and on the ground. 

The international security force numbers show that al 
Qaida 10 fighters were killed or captured during the first half 
of September, which would seem to be a serious blow. But the 
terror group has no shortage of volunteers, according to 
Bernard Finel, an associate professor of national security 
strategy at the National War College. 

“There are more people wanting to join an organization 
such as al Qaida than the organization can accommodate,” he 
said. “Can you ever cut off the flow of potential fighters?” 

Meanwhile, the pullout of most allied troops by 2014 
looms over any discussion of the success of the 11-year war 
and the way forward. 

“Afghans know that the U.S. is leaving,” Finel said. 
“They also know all of these other groups will remain.” 

It’s a waiting game, for everyone. 
Jacqueline L. Hazelton, a visiting professor at the 

University of Rochester, who studies state-building through 
counterinsurgency, said in an email that given the enemy’s 
access to inside military information, the murderous episode at 
Camp Bastion suggests that “support for the state is not 
increasing.” 

That, and the questions surrounding the numbers behind 
the claims of military success, she said, tell “a dismal story.” 
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LIBYA: 
13. Ambassador Died In Smoke While Agents Searched For Him 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 10 OCT 12) ... David Lerman 

On the last day of his life, U.S. Ambassador Chris 
Stevens retired to his room in the American diplomatic 
compound in Benghazi, Libya at about 9 p.m. after a quiet 
day. 

Forty minutes later, security agents heard gunfire and 
explosions near the front gate of the compound, which 
recently had been reinforced with nine-foot walls and concrete 
Jersey barriers, two State Department officials told reporters 
yesterday. 

Their narrative of what happened on the night of Sept. 11 
is the first detailed account of how Stevens died, and it 
contradicts the Obama administration’s initial contention that 
the attack began as a spontaneous protest over an anti-Islamic 
video clip. The officials also offered the first detailed 
description of the compound’s and Stevens’ security, which 
are the focus of a hearing today by the House Oversight and 
Government Reform Committee. 

U.S. Ambassador to the United Nations Susan Rice told 
television news programs on Sept. 16 that intelligence at that 
point showed the attack started as “a spontaneous, not 
premeditated response” to demonstrations in Egypt over a 
“very offensive video.” Then it “seems to have been hijacked, 
let us say, by some individual clusters of extremists,” she said. 

The officials who described the attack yesterday, though, 
said the State Department never concluded that it began as a 
protest over the video. There were no protests at or near the 
compound that day, they said, speaking on condition of 
anonymity while the incident remains under investigation. 

Sudden Attack 
While the account is certain to add fuel to the partisan 

battle over preparations for and response to the attack by 
President Barack Obama’s administration, it also is a vivid 
description of the final hours of one of the nation’s most 
highly regarded diplomats and three other Americans. 

The attack came suddenly, the two officials said. The 
post’s security cameras showed a large number of armed men 
storming the compound, which is about three football fields 
long and 100 yards wide, said the officials, who’ve reviewed 
reports of the assault. 

The attackers immediately set fire to the building known 
as the barracks, which housed the compound’s Libyan guards. 
Then they penetrated the building where Stevens was staying 
during a visit to Benghazi from Tripoli, the Libyan capital. It 
contained a protected “safe haven” walled off by a metal grill 
with locks, the officials said. 

Safe Haven 
The attackers looked through the grill and saw nothing. 

They couldn’t break the locks to enter the safe haven, and 
though no one got in, a security agent with Stevens was 
prepared to shoot anyone who did. 

Instead, the attackers poured diesel fuel in and around the 
building and set it on fire, according to the two officials. 

Stevens was trapped in the burning building as it quickly 
filled with smoke. By the time the intruders left, the officials 
said, it was difficult to see or breathe. The ambassador, along 
with Sean Smith, a foreign-service information officer, and the 
security agent moved to a bathroom with a window in an 
attempt to get air. 

The three men were on the bathroom floor, desperate for 
air, when they decided they needed to leave the building. The 
security agent later told State Department officials that he 
wasn’t able to see three feet in front of him. 

With dozens of armed attackers still at the compound, the 
agent led Stevens and Smith to a bedroom that had a window 
exit as more shooting and explosions could be heard outside 
and tracer bullets pierced the night. 

Missing Persons 
The agent, barely able to breathe, escaped through the 

bedroom window, only to discover that Stevens and Smith 
were no longer with him. 

The agent re-entered the building several times in an 
attempt to find the two men. He never did. He finally 
staggered up a ladder to the roof, where he radioed other 
security agents for help, though he could barely speak, the two 
officials said. 

The other agents, scattered at two different structures in 
the compound, drove to the ambassador’s building in an 
armored vehicle and made repeated attempts to feel their way 
through the smoke and fire to find Stevens and Smith. 

When they found Smith, the information officer was dead. 
The ambassador was still missing. 

Security at the compound consisted of five diplomatic 
security special agents and four Libyans who were members 
of the Feb. 17 Brigades, a militia assisting the Libyan 
government, the two officials said. 

Reinforcements Arrive 
Then a so-called quick reaction security team, housed in 

an annex about 1.2 miles (1.9 kilometers) from the compound, 
arrived. 

As the additional agents tried to secure the building’s 
perimeter, they also made repeated attempts to find Stevens. 
One agent took off his shirt, dipped it into the compound’s 
swimming pool, and put it back on before heading into the 
smoke-filled building, the two officials said. 

Fearing for their safety, the agents decided they had to 
evacuate the compound and get to the annex. They piled into 
the armored vehicle with Smith’s corpse and made their way 
out the main gate, the two officials said. 

With traffic clogging the road, the vehicle was going 
about 15 miles an hour when a group of men met them and 
signaled for them to turn. The armored vehicle then was 
attacked with AK-47 rifle fire and hand grenades. The vehicle 
kept rolling with two flat tires. 

Firing Positions 
It eventually reached the annex, where agents took up 

firing positions on the roof. The annex then took intermittent 
fire from AK-47s and rocket-propelled grenades for several 
hours, the officials said. 

Reinforcements from Tripoli, some 400 miles away, who 
had been called when the attack began, then arrived and made 
their way to the annex. 

At about 4 a.m., the two officials said, the annex took 
mortar fire. Some rounds landed on the roof, killing two 
agents and severely wounding another. Tyrone S. Woods and 
Glen A. Doherty, two former Navy SEALs working as 
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security personnel, were the other Americans killed in 
Benghazi. 

The remaining agents then decided to evacuate the annex 
and made their way to the Benghazi airport, where they were 
evacuated on two flights. 

The two officials said yesterday they still don’t know how 
Stevens, 52, made it to the Benghazi Medical Center, where he 
was pronounced dead. He was brought to the city’s largest 
hospital in a private car driven by unknown Libyan civilians 
some time after 1 a.m. on Sept. 12, hospital director Dr. Fathi 
al Jehani said in an interview with Bloomberg. 

Dialed Phone 
Hospital staff members informed the embassy of his death 

after they picked his mobile phone out of his pocket and dialed 
numbers on it, the two State Department officials said. 

The House committee, led by Republican Representative 
Darrell Issa of California, will examine the State Department’s 
account of the attack today. In an Oct. 2 letter to Secretary of 
State Hillary Clinton, he said “the U.S. mission in Libya made 
repeated requests for increased security in Benghazi” and 
“were denied these resources by officials in Washington.” 

The committee staff yesterday released a redacted e-mail 
message from Eric Nordstrom, a regional security officer who 
was based in Libya, who objected to what he described as a 
reduction in security personnel at the consulate. 

In the e-mail, Nordstrom said the security situation in 
Libya was “not an environment where post should be directed 
to ‘normalize’ operations and reduce security resources in 
accordance with an artificial time table.” 

‘Clear Disconnect’ 
The State Department, in an earlier statement, said it had 

“maintained a constant level of security capability” at the 
consulate. 

“There was a clear disconnect between what security 
officials on the ground felt they needed and what officials in 

Washington would approve,” Issa said in a statement 
yesterday. 

The State Department officials suggested yesterday that 
no amount of security typically provided for a consulate would 
have prevented the Benghazi attack, which they described as 
unprecedented in recent diplomatic history. 

The administration has retreated from Rice’s initial 
description of the attack as a product of a demonstration 
against the anti-Muslim video clip, which was seconded by 
White House press secretary Jay Carney and State Department 
spokeswoman Victoria Nuland. 

On Sept. 19, Matthew Olsen, Director of the National 
Counterterrorism Center, called the assault “a terrorist attack,” 
and two days later Clinton and Carney said the same thing. 

‘Organized Attack’ 
Finally, in an e-mailed statement on Sept. 28, Shawn 

Turner, director of public affairs for the Director of National 
Intelligence, said: “As we learned more about the attack, we 
revised our initial assessment to reflect new information 
indicating that it was a deliberate and organized terrorist attack 
carried out by extremists.” 

The attack is being investigated by the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation and a separate State Department panel. 

Speaking yesterday at Geoint, an annual conference of 
intelligence officials in Orlando, Florida, sponsored by the 
National Geospatial Intelligence Foundation, Director of 
National Intelligence James Clapper said the U.S. had no 
specific tactical warning of the attack. American 
eavesdropping and reconnaissance agencies didn’t overhear or 
observe the attackers discussing their plans, he said. 

The Libya attack and the shifting accounts of it have 
become fodder in the presidential campaign. Republican 
presidential nominee Mitt Romney said in a foreign policy 
address on Oct. 8 that the incident “cannot be blamed on a 
reprehensible video insulting Islam, despite the 
administration’s attempts to convince us of that for so long.” 
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ASIA – PACIFIC: 
14. Japan May "Acknowledge" China's Claim To Island To Calm Tension 
(KYODO NEWS 09 OCT 12) 

TOKYO -- Japan is considering plans to calm heightened 
tensions with China by acknowledging Chinese claims to 
disputed islands in the East China Sea, while maintaining its 
position that no official territorial dispute exists over the islet 
group, sources close to the matter said Tuesday. 

The plans would allow Japan, without changing its long-
held position, to compromise a little with China, which has 
called on Tokyo to acknowledge the existence of a dispute 
over the Japanese-administered Senkaku Islands, called 
Diaoyu by the Chinese. 

It remains uncertain, however, whether China would be 
encouraged by the Japanese step to improve the soured ties, 
according to the sources. 

Japan has refused to reverse course on its recent purchase 
of most of the islands from a private Japanese owner, which it 
says was meant to maintain the uninhabited islands in a stable 
manner, despite China's strong calls to rescind the purchase. 

In a meeting with a delegation of Japanese lawmakers and 
business leaders in Beijing late last month, Jia Qinglin, a 

senior Communist Party of China official, urged Japan to 
recognize the existence of the territorial dispute with China. 

"Japan should realize the seriousness of the current 
situation, squarely face the disputes over the Diaoyu Islands 
and correct its mistake as soon as possible, so as to avoid 
further damaging China-Japan ties," the No. 4 man in the party 
was quoted by China's official Xinhua News Agency as saying 
in the meeting. 

Tokyo interpreted his remark as suggesting that the 
Chinese government has made it its temporary goal to make 
Japan acknowledge the existence of a territorial dispute, 
without altering its position that Japan must rescind its 
purchase of the islands, the sources said. 

Such an interpretation has led Japan to begin considering 
what can be done to remove obstacles that have prevented 
bilateral ties from improving. 

Japan has kept in mind the 1972 Japan-China joint 
communique, in which China said Taiwan is an inalienable 
part of its territory. Japan promised then that it "fully 
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understands and respects" the Chinese stance, a move that 
allowed Japan not to express clearly its own position on the 
sovereign status of Taiwan. 

In the case of the Senkaku Islands, Tokyo would only 
"acknowledge" Chinese claims to the disputed islet group 
given that if Japan makes clear that it "fully understands and 
respects" them, it might be construed by China as 
acknowledging the existence of a territorial dispute between 
the two countries. 

The dispute over the islands flared up after the Japanese 
government purchased three of the five main islands in the 
group in mid-September, a move intended to prevent 
nationalist Tokyo Gov. Shintaro Ishihara from buying them to 
solidify Japan's sovereign claims to the islands. 

China says the islands are an inherent part of its territory. 
The islands are also claimed by Taiwan, which calls them 
Tiaoyutai. 
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15. Japan's Defense Capability, Political Will A Precondition For U.S. Military Action To Protect 
Senkakus 

Interview with Toshi Yoshihara 
(ASAHI SHIMBUN 09 OCT 12) ... Takashi Oshima 

WASHINGTON--The central question in the row 
between Japan and China over sovereignty of the Senkaku 
Islands is how the United States will respond if tensions spill 
over into military conflict. 

The Asahi Shimbun interviewed Toshi Yoshihara, a 
professor at the U.S. Naval War College in Newport, Rhode 
Island, who is a specialist in China’s navy and its strategic 
implications for U.S. policy in the Pacific. 

Excerpts of the interview follow: 
Question: What do you think is the fundamental cause 

of the maritime disputes in the East China Sea and the 
South China Sea? 

Answer: Fundamentally, it is about this growing 
imbalance of power in East Asia, the rise of Chinese 
comprehensive national power and also the rise of Chinese 
military power, particularly naval power. I think this is 
creating a shift in the maritime balance. 

And this is giving China a new set of tools to enforce 
China’s claims and aspirations. And I think there is also a 
larger issue at stake, and that is how the Chinese interpret and 
understand global norms, particularly international norms, 
underwriting the global commons. I think that, as long as 
China’s world view is an exceptionalist one, that China has 
special privileges in what it calls “the China Seas” or “the near 
seas,” then I think coexistence will be very difficult. 

As long as the Chinese take exception to those rules, I 
think that makes it very difficult for the two sides to agree. If 
they cannot agree on the rules of the game, that makes some 
sort of an entente, condominium, some modus vivendi, very, 
very difficult. And I think the United States, Japan, South 
Korea, and the other liberal democracies that share the same 
values and have the same stakes in the international liberal 
order are likely to be on the same side on this issue. 

Q: Compared to the United States, how competitive is 
Chinese sea power? 

A: I think what we’re looking at, right now, is not your 
traditional military balance comparison. It’s not your 
traditional net assessment, how many ships the Chinese have, 
how many ships the United States or the Japanese have. Right 
now, it’s still a competition between access and anti-access. 

So, the weapons systems that the Chinese are developing are 
asymmetric responses to U.S. platforms. So, they’re not going 
to look the same. 

So, a traditional net assessment is not going to give you a 
very accurate picture. It’s looking at to what extent can the 
Chinese use their anti-access weapons to raise perceptions of 
costs and risks to U.S. forces in a crisis, to such an extent that 
the United States will politically decide to delay action or not 
act at all. That, I think, is the real measure. 

And I think, in my conversation with students here at the 
War College, over the past six years I’ve seen shifts in 
attitude, from the tactical, at the tactical level. If you talk to 
surface warfare officers, the folks who drive ships, they will 
tell you that there are certain bodies of water that they don’t 
want to go to ever again, because they don’t think they’re very 
survivable anymore. 

China is a long way off from putting all those things 
together to become a genuine blue water navy. However, short 
of that, China can already do a lot, in its own neighborhood. 

Q: What would be U.S. and Japanese response in case 
of an emergency involving the Senkaku Islands? 

A: My view is that the local actors in the maritime 
domain should, essentially, be the first responders to any 
encroachment at sea by the Chinese. And so, Japan is, 
essentially, the first line of defense for the Senkakus and 
whatever other territorial issues that Japan has with its 
neighbors. So, Japan needs to have both the capacity and the 
political will to, essentially, respond to Chinese actions, to be 
the first to do so on the scene. 

And I think, certainly, Japan has demonstrated both the 
political will and the capacity to do so, and, in my view, as 
long as Japan demonstrates that capacity and that political 
will, I think Tokyo should be assured of U.S. assistance, if that 
kind of help is ever needed. 

I think it would be a much harder case to sell, politically, 
if there’s no evidence that the Japanese were doing anything to 
defend those islands. But I think, because the Japanese are 
doing their best to fend off the Chinese, it’s not a worry. I 
mean, in my view, at this point at least. 
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16. North Korea Says Its Missiles Can Reach U.S. Mainland 
(NEW YORK TIMES 10 OCT 12) ... Choe Sang-Hun 

SEOUL, South Korea — North Korea claimed Tuesday to 
have missiles that can reach the American mainland, and it 

said that the recent agreement between the United States and 
South Korea to extend the range of the South’s ballistic 
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missiles was increasing the risk of war on the Korean 
Peninsula. 

North Korea has often threatened to strike the “heart” of 
the United States, and a popular propaganda poster there 
shows a North Korean missile hitting what looks unmistakably 
like Capitol Hill. But the warning issued Tuesday was more 
detailed. 

The North Koreans “do not hide” that their armed forces, 
“including the strategic rocket forces, are keeping within the 
scope of strike not only the bases of the puppet forces and the 
U.S. imperialist aggression forces’ bases in the inviolable land 
of Korea but also Japan, Guam and the U.S. mainland,” a 
spokesman at the North’s National Defense Commission said 
in a statement. North Korea often refers to the South Korean 
military as “puppet forces,” a reference to the South’s alliance 
with the United States. 

The North’s “strategic rocket forces” are believed to be in 
charge of the country’s missiles. The North’s leader, Kim 
Jong-un, visited the unit’s headquarters in Marchand 
mentioned it by name during his first public speech in April. 

Estimating the missile capabilities of a country as 
secretive as North Korea is notoriously difficult. But military 
experts and South Korean government officials have said that 
the North has already deployed ballistic missiles capable of 
reaching targets as far away as Guam, the American territory 
in the Pacific. 

In addition, North Korea has repeatedly conducted what it 
calls satellite launchings that American and South Korean 
officials, as well as the United Nations Security Council, have 
condemned as a cover for developing and testing 
intercontinental ballistic missile technology. 

In 1998, the North sent up a rocket called the Taepodong-
1 that flew over Japan and crashed into the Pacific. In 2006, 
the Taepodong-2 exploded seconds after liftoff. The North 
launched yet another long-range rocket, the Unha-2, in 2009, 
but American and South Korean officials said the third stage 
never separated. 

In April of this year, the Unha-3 rocket disintegrated in 
midair shortly after liftoff, a failure that the new government 
in Pyongyang publicly acknowledged. 

But the North claimed to have successfully placed 
satellites into orbit in 1998 and 2009. The country has also 
conducted two nuclear tests, the first in 2006 and the second in 
2009, although it remains unclear whether it can make a 
nuclear warhead small enough to fit atop a missile. Robert M. 
Gates said in early 2011, while he was the American defense 
secretary, that North Korea was within five years of being able 
to strike the continental United States with an intercontinental 
ballistic missile. 

“Even if they failed to put the satellites into orbit, these 
rocket tests mean that the North Koreans may have already 
acquired the missile range” they claimed on Tuesday, said 
Jeung Young-tae, a military analyst at the government-run 
Korea Institute for National Unification in Seoul. 

In Washington, a State Department spokeswoman, 
Victoria Nuland, said, “Rather than bragging about its missile 
capability,” North Korea “ought to be feeding its people.” 

Mr. Jeung said the North’s strident statement on Tuesday 
was driven in part by a domestic political need to highlight the 
supposed threat from the United States and its allies. On 
Sunday, South Korea announced a deal with Washington that 
would allow it to nearly triple the range of its ballistic missiles 
to 800 kilometers, or 500 miles, to better cope with the 
North’s growing missile and nuclear capabilities. 

On Tuesday, North Korea called the agreement “a product 
of another conspiracy of the master and the stooge to push the 
situation on the Korean Peninsula to the extreme pitch of 
tension and ignite a war.” 

“We should not forget even a moment that wolf never 
subsists on grass as long as it breathes,” it said, adding that the 
missile agreement disproved the United States’ insistence that 
it had no intention to invade the North. 
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NAVY BIRTHDAY: 
17. On 237th Birthday, Navy Feels Its Time Has Come; Budget Pressures Belie Campaign Rhetoric 
(AOL DEFENSE 09 OCT 12) ... Sydney J. Freedberg Jr. 

PENTAGON: "It's perfectly acceptable to say 'beat 
Army,'" the Chief of Naval Operations began, and the 
assembled Sailors laughed. 

Adm. Jonathan Greenert was making a football joke, but 
there's a serious strategic point beneath the smiles. At this 
morning's celebration of the Navy's 237th birthday, the 
service's normal pride on such occasions was redoubled by a 
strong sense that, after a decade supporting ground operations 
in Afghanistan (landlocked) and Iraq (nearly so), the 
administration'srefocus on the Pacific means it is now the 
Navy's turn to shine. As Navy Secretary Ray Mabus said in his 
remarks just minutes after the CNO's, "if you look at the new 
strategy... it is a maritime-centric strategy." 

One of Greenert's bosses made the Navy's case for it. "We 
all know we're in a moment of great strategic transition," 
added Deputy Secretary of Defense Ash Carter. "We have 
been preoccupied, focused, riveted, of necessity" on 
Afghanistan and Iraq, he said, but "now is the time for us all to 

look up, look around, and look forward" to a wider strategic 
vision around the world, and "we see a central role for the 
United States Navy in that strategy going forward." 

That "central role" has definite limits. There's intense 
downward pressure on the budget, even if the automatic cuts 
known as sequestration are repealed before they take effect on 
Jan. 2. So it's unlikely that the Navy will actually grow, 
despite rhetoric in both the Pentagon and on the campaign 
trail. 

Republican presidential candidate Mitt Romney has 
pledged to increase Navy shipbuilding from the current nine 
warships a year to "about 15" -- indeed, it's the first point 
mentioned in the online version of his national security plan. 
Romney's chief defense advisor, former Navy Secretary John 
Lehman, recently promiseda new class of frigates, a new 
missile defense ship, moreamphibious warfare ships, and an 
additional air wing. (The Navy currently has 11 aircraft 
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carriers but just 10 air wings, because one carrier is normally 
out of service for overhaul at any given time). 

But Romney has also pledged to reverse the Obama 
administration's cut of about 100,000 ground troops (80,000 
Army soldiers, 20,000 Marines; Romney claims he will "add" 
the troops but his campaign made clear he would merely 
reverse the current cuts). Without the savings from those 
personnel reductions, the only way to fulfill his promises is to 
find some way to increase the total defense budget. The 
campaign has discussed trimming the number of top officers, 
cutting headquarters staffs, and fixing the chronic cost 
overruns in the military procurement system, but all these 
fixes have been tried to little avail before. 

Romney advisor Dov Zakheim, former Pentagon 
comptroller, admitted at an event in June that "this [defense 
buildup] is not going to all take place in one year" and will 
probably depend on new revenues from the economic 
recovery that Romney's tax plan is supposed to stimulate. "If 
the economy expands," Zakheim said, "you're in a better 
position to increase defense spending and other spending 
besides." 

Until the recovery restores federal revenues, however, the 
Navy will keep on making do. For example, Mabus touted 
Saturday's commissioning of the Navy's newest warship, the 
Arleigh Burke-class destroyer USS Michael Murphy, as "a 
flexible, powerful, incredible projection of America named 
after one of our great naval heroes." But the fact that the Navy 
has committed to building Arleigh Burkes almost indefinitely, 
and to keep those it has in service for an unprecedented 35 to 
40 years, is all about controlling costs. New designs proved 
too expensive, and even sticking with the current class, the 
Navy can't build new Arleigh Burkes fast enough to let it 
retire destroyers after the normal 30-year service life. 

Nevertheless, it's still likely that the Navy will "beat 
Army," if only by not getting its budget cut as much. The 
Army is the service that grew the most since 9/11, so it would 
be the logical candidate to be cut the most as the wars wind 
down, even if the administration were not also seeking to 
emphasize the Pacific theater, which is (to belabor the 
obvious) mostly water. Now the largest service is struggling to 
define -- and defend -- its post-Afghanistan role. 

"The Army's got to be the bill-payer," said Robbin Laird, 
a defense analyst and member of AOL Defense's Board of 
Contributors, in a conversation with this reporter yesterday. 
"The Army, I'm sure, will be cut in half by the time we're 
done, at least." 

In some ways, the coming years may be the fiscal 
equivalent of the War of 1812, whose bicentennial the Navy 
has been celebrating all year. A Sailor from the USS 
Constitution, in reproduction 1812-era uniform, helped CNO 
Greenert cut the Navy's birthday cake. Secretary Mabus said 
the Navy's actions in that war "guaranteed our independence... 
by defeating the then-greatest navy in the world," Great 
Britain's. 

But in fact the War of 1812 was mostly a debacle for the 
U.S. armed forces, from the abortive invasion of Canada to the 
burning of the White House by British troops. Oliver Hazard 
Perry heroically repulsed the British on the Great Lakes, while 
the famedConstitution and other frigates won dramatic but 
strategically insignificant one-on-one duels with roving Royal 
Navy ships, but the British still ruled the seas. The U.S. Navy 
did not truly defeat the British then, and it probably will not 
defeat the budget-cutters now. Likewise, in the budget wars of 
the next few years, the Navy's great victory may simply to 
avoid getting as badly pummeled as everybody else. 
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18. Happy 237th Birthday 
(CHIEF OF NAVAL OPERATIONS BLOG 09 OCT 12) ... Jonathan W. Greenert 

As we celebrate our naval heritage on our 237th birthday 
13 October, we proudly reflect on more than two centuries of 
warfighting excellence as the world’s preeminent maritime 
force. 

We had an extremely busy year answering our nation’s 
calls to operate forward – and like those Sailors that came 
before us, we assured allies, projected power, and defended 
our nation’s interests around the globe. This past year also 
signified a landmark year for our Navy as we commemorated 
the War of 1812.  200 years ago, on the Great Lakes, along the 
eastern seaboard, and waters of New Orleans, our legacy was 
forged and traditions were made. 

We can never forget the Sailors who fought in 1812 and 
what we learned. They were brave and innovative Sailors with 
an amazing warfighting spirit. They made us what we are 

today, and their spirit and self-sacrifice live on in our bold, 
proficient and confident Sailors. 

As we start this New Year together, I ask you to 
remember our tenets: Warfighting First, Operate Forward, and 
Be Ready. We must be ready to fight and win today, while 
building the ability to win tomorrow. We must provide 
offshore options to deter, influence, and win in an era of 
uncertainty. Finally, we must harness the teamwork, talent, 
and imagination of our diverse force to be ready to fight and 
responsibly employ our resources. 

Happy 237th birthday shipmates! I could not be more 
proud of our Sailors, civilian work force, and families. I am 
grateful to be your shipmate and a part of the greatest Navy 
the world has ever known. 
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19. MCPON Sends 237th Navy Birthday Message 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 09 OCT 12) ... Master Chief Petty Officer of the Navy Mike D. Stevens 

WASHINGTON --- Master Chief Petty Officer of the 
Navy (MCPON)(AW/NAC) Mike D. Stevens sends his 237th 
Navy Birthday Message to the Fleet Oct. 9. 

"Shipmates and Navy Families, 

As we honor the 237th birthday of the United States 
Navy, I would like to express my deepest gratitude to all 
Sailors, civilians and family members for your service and 
dedication to our great Navy. 
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One of the primary reasons I believe our Navy is so great 
is because of the way we treat each other with decency and 
respect and how we conduct ourselves professionally. This is 
something that we should all actively strive to do every day. It 
adds value, influences those around us in a positive way, and 
is truly important to our primary mission of warfighting. 

I personally look to our history as a roadmap and a guide 
to help us stay the course and aid us in navigating through the 
challenges we face today. It is these challenges that create the 
opportunities that allow us to grow as Sailors, citizens and 

leaders. The Navy's birthday gives us a chance to think about 
the things that we are doing today and how we are creating 
history from which future generations can draw courage. In 
everything that we do, we need to provide future generations 
something to be proud of and celebrate. This is our time and 
we are part of a new history. We must seize the day, because if 
we don't, who will? 

To all of our Sailors and Navy families, I would like to 
wish you a very Happy Birthday as we celebrate 237 years of 
excellence and service to our great Navy. 
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PERSONNEL: 
20. Military Families Balk At Health Fee 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 10 OCT 12) ... Louise Radnofsky 

A provision in the national health-care law that lets young 
adults stay on their parents' insurance plan is popular with 
many families—but not ones in the military. 

Families covered by Tricare, the health program for active 
and retired members of the military, must pay as much as 
$200 a month to let an adult child stay on their plan until age 
26. Most families in private plans now pay no fee to extend 
such coverage. Military families are starting to complain about 
the disparity, saying they can't afford those premiums and 
have let their children go uninsured. 

The fee for young adults aside, Tricare has a significant 
advantage over private insurance plans: Most beneficiaries 
don't pay premiums to participate. By contrast, workers in 
private plans paid on average $4,316 in premiums for family 
coverage in 2012, according to the Kaiser Family Foundation, 
and their employers paid an additional $11,429. 

Under the 2010 law, insurance plans offered by civilian 
employers, including plans for federal government workers, 
have to allow parents to keep children enrolled on family 
policies until their 26th birthday. The plans aren't permitted to 
charge a separate fee for such coverage and, in general, family 
policies cost the same regardless of the number of children 
they cover. 

An estimated 6.6 million young adults have taken 
advantage of the provision, according to the Commonwealth 
Fund, a private foundation that supports the health law. Nearly 
half of all 19-to-25-year-olds—some 13.7 million—use their 
parents' insurance, the foundation said. 

Initially, Tricare wasn't affected by the health law, which 
meant it which was focused on traditional private insurance 
plans that didn't have to allow children to stay on their parents' 
plans past age 21, or 23 if they were full-time college students. 
Once the provision became popular with consumers, 
lawmakers passed separate legislation requiring Tricare to 
adopt it. 

The final legislation directed the Department of Defense 
to charge families for the full cost of the additional coverage. 
Sen. Mark Udall (D., Colo.), an author of the legislation, said 
the fee was included because legislators wouldn't support 
providing the coverage free of charge. Looming defense cuts 
have put pressure on Tricare and overall military spending. 

That fee is either $176 or $201 a month for each young-
adult dependent who wants to be covered through a parent's 
insurance, depending on the type of plan. Tricare says the 
premiums are based on data for medical costs incurred by 

similar dependents and administrative expenses. Next year, 
premiums will fall to $152 or $176 a month. 

Nick Papas, a White House spokesman, and Cynthia 
Smith, a Defense spokeswoman, both said Tricare differed 
from private insurance plans because it didn't charge members 
a premium that could absorb the additional costs of covering 
the young adults. They pointed to Congress's role in including 
the fee in the legislation. 

The monthly premium has deterred most families, as have 
other restrictions that young-adult dependents be single and 
have no access to other insurance through a job. Those 
requirements aren't in place for most civilian employer plans. 
Of 230,000 young-adult dependents of service members who 
might have signed up, only 20,740 had signed up for the 
Tricare extension by August, according to the Department of 
Defense. 

Bob Becker, an Air Force retiree in Colorado Springs, 
Colo., had hoped the health overhaul would help his 24-year-
old son Corey, who is living at home as he finishes culinary 
studies at a community college. When the Beckers found out 
about the premium, they decided it was more cost-effective for 
Corey to go without insurance and use an urgent-care center 
when he got a bad cold or a pulled muscle. "I know he's a 
healthy kid, but you just worry if he gets seriously sick," Mr. 
Becker said. 

Danny McNamara also was put off by the premiums after 
he lost coverage through Tricare on his 23rd birthday last year 
while a student at Texas Tech University. He said he ended up 
getting his own private plan and paying premiums of $124 a 
month with money left over from part-time jobs after his 
parents persuaded him not to go without coverage. 

"I've broken a lot of bones, so I thought I had to have 
insurance," he said. 

Tricare's charge illustrates how insuring young adults, 
while cheap, changes costs for health-care plans. Consulting 
firm Mercer said in the past two years, medical costs have 
averaged between $1,600 and $2,400 a year for each young-
adult dependent because of very high costs incurred by a few 
enrollees. 

Civilian employers reported in a 2011 survey that private 
plan costs had gone up 2% overall that year as a result. 

Some benefits managers say that, over time, private plans 
can absorb the cost of additional young adult dependents 
because participants pay for family policies for longer. 



 21

Return to Index 
 
 

SURFACE FLEET: 
21. Ingalls Delivers DDG 1000 Deckhouse To Navy 
(MISSISSIPPI PRESS (PASCAGOULA) 09 OCT 12) ... April M. Havens 

GULFPORT, Mississippi -- Ingalls Shipbuilding 
announced Tuesday that its Gulfport yard has delivered the 
composite deckhouse for destroyer Zumwalt to the U.S. Navy. 

The 900-ton deckhouse will house the ship's bridge, 
radars, antennas and intake/exhaust systems and is designed to 
provide a significantly smaller radar cross-section than any 
other ship in today's fleet. 

"This is a significant delivery in the history of Ingalls 
Shipbuilding," said Steve Sloan, the company's DDG 
1000program manager. 

"Building composite ship structures takes a very unique 
skill-set and work ethic, and the men and women in Gulfport 
have done an outstanding job," he said. "This is one of the 
largest carbon composite structures ever built, and we are 
delivering a fine product with the utmost quality." 

The Navy touts the Zumwalt-class destroyer as the lead 
ship of a class of next-generation multi-mission surface 
combatants tailored for land attack and littoral dominance. 

According to the Navy, it will triple naval surface fire 
coverage as well as triple capability against anti-ship cruise 
missiles. 

Ingalls' Composite Center of Excellence in Gulfport 
builds the composite deckhouse and hangar for the DDG 1000 
class. The center has already started construction of composite 
components for DDG 1001. 

Bath Iron Works in Maine ultimately assembles the 
vessels. 

Made almost exclusively using cored composite 
construction processes, the deckhouse and hangar take 
advantage of the properties of carbon fiber materials and balsa 
wood cores, the company said. 

When cured, the lightweight composite structure is as 
strong as steel but requires little maintenance. 

"We are incredibly proud of this deckhouse and all the 
hard work that has gone into making it a reality for the Navy," 
said Jay Jenkins, Gulfport site director. 

"We started this project in January of 2009 and fought our 
way through all the challenges with professionalism, 
dedication and commitment," he said. "We do hard things 
right, and this is proof of that fact." 

Return to Index 
 
 

AIRCRAFT CARRIERS: 
22. Penny-Pinching Navy Promises Next Carrier Will Cost A Measly $11.4 Billion 
(WIRED (DANGER ROOM) 09 OCT 12) ... Spencer Ackerman 

The Navy is just getting started on its new aircraft carrier, 
a ship it swears it’s going to build under budget, despite years 
of evidence to the contrary. It’s the sort of shipbuilding project 
Mitt Romney plans if he wins the presidency. 

The USS John F. Kennedy will be the second Ford-class 
aircraft carrier in the fleet, a technological improvement on the 
Nimitz class carriers currently at sea. Last week, the Navy 
invited defense companies to bid on her design and 
construction — and warned that it intends to build the 
Kennedy within an $11.4 billion budget, for real. 

It wasn’t able to do that with the Kennedy’s big sister. 
When the USS Gerald Ford leaves the shipyard in 2015, a 
date the Navy eagerly awaits, she’ll be the first of a new kind 
of carrier. The Ford’s expanded flight deck will provide an 
electromagnetic shove instead of old-fashioned catapults to 
launch the latest Navy planes — including, someday, the 
Navy’s variant of the F-35 Joint Strike Fighter. While the 
Ford has the same size hull as the Nimitz-class carriers of the 
present, her brain is more advanced and her guts more durable: 
More of her systems are automated than previous carrier 
models, making her ideal to one day launch the Navy’s first 
carrier-based drone; and her nuclear reactor is supposed to last 
50 years, requiring refueling only once, 25 years from now. 

And she is not coming cheaply. With three years to go 
before the Ford joins the fleet, she’s already $1 billion over 
budget, a 21 percent overrun in construction costs alone, 
driving her total estimated cost up to $12.3 billion. That’s 

been a disappointment for a Navy that’s responded to tighter 
budgets by shrinking its anticipated future fleet size and 
emphasizing workhorses in the fleet that it says will pay 
dividends as the U.S. focuses on the Pacific — like, um, the 
Ford-class aircraft carrier. A Newport News spokeswoman 
conceded in January that the “unique challenges” associated 
with a “first-in-class ship” shoved the costs up, and it’s hiring 
new executives designed to keep the costs under control. 

It’s true that the first kinds of things typically cost more, 
and Rear Adm. Thomas Moore, the officer in charge of the 
Navy’s aircraft carrier program, is pledging to keep the 
Kennedy on its $11.4 billion budget by learning from the 
Ford’s mistakes. Moore told (subscription-only) Inside 
Defense that he’d keep the John F. Kennedy on its $11.4 
billion budget by assembling a full list of materials needed to 
build the ship before hiring a contractor to assemble it; 
building the ship primarily indoors before finishing 
construction in the water; and “demanding better pricing from 
subcontractors and vendors of government-furnished 
equipment.” None of these are exactly revolutionary steps. 

Enter former Massachusetts Gov. Mitt Romney. While 
much of Romney’s emerging foreign policy looks like 
President Obama’s, his approach to the Navy is a major 
exception. Romney wants to vastly expand shipbuilding, 
producing 15 ships a year compared to the nine Obama 
currently yields. His main naval adviser, ex-Navy Secretary 
John Lehman, recently told Defense News that Romney’s goal 
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is to raise the fleet size to 350 ships in ten years, which is 50 
ships more than Obama intends, itself a dip of 13 ships from 
the last 30-year Navy shipbuilding plan. 

Lehman didn’t totally commit to privileging particular 
kinds of ships — he likes adding a new frigate design to the 
fleet — but he indicated that a Romney administration would 
get aircraft carriers in on the action by adding an eleventh 
carrier air wing. And in a Monday speech, Romney 
emphasized the carrier fleet as well, by pledging to 
permanently station carriers in the eastern Mediterranean and 
the Persian Gulf. 

How Romney will finance his shipbuilding surge is an 
open question. Experts interviewed by Danger Room 
estimated it could add as much as $40 billion over five years, 
depending on the specific ships built. But part of the 
candidate’s platform is to reverse Obama-era Pentagon budget 
cuts and increase the Pentagon budget to something in the 
neighborhood of $720 billion, about a 40 increase over current 
budgets, excluding war costs. Which leaves plenty of room for 
the Kennedy. 
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SUBMARINES: 
23. EB Group's Job Is Envisioning What Submarines Will Do In The Future 
CONFORM trio focuses on how to build boats for evolving purposes 
(NEW LONDON DAY 10 OCT 12) ... Jennifer McDermott 

GROTON -- Nearly everyone at Electric Boat is focused 
on current submarine programs. Three people are not. 

They are the concept formulation group, or in EB lingo, 
CONFORM. Their sole job is to figure out how today's 
submarines can be made to do more and how future 
submarines should be made for what they may be called on to 
do. 

"We're the ones charged with maintaining that focus," 
said John Biederka, director of the group. 

This is the group that developed the early concept for a 
system of tubes that allows Los Angeles-class attack 
submarines to launch Tomahawk missiles vertically. 

They came up with the idea for a module with missile 
tubes to boost firepower on the newest attack submarines, the 
Virginia class. 

And they found a way to tweak the last submarine in the 
Seawolf class so it could be tasked with highly classified 
missions involving special forces and could test new systems. 

Not all engineers enjoy concept development; they are 
used to knowing every detail of a particular task at hand. The 
three men of CONFORM - who, combined, have a century of 
experience at EB - are the most futuristic thinkers of the 
engineering force, the visionaries. 

The core group of three - Biederka, Pat Bevins and Steve 
Menno - provides the continuity, but they fan out across EB, 
Biederka said, to "bring the ideas of the whole company to 
bear." 

"We've got a huge resource of ideas here in the folks that 
are at Electric Boat," Biederka said. CONFORM "allows those 
ideas to come together and get sorted out so we can find the 
good ones." 

Adm. Jonathan W. Greenert, the chief of naval operations, 
said in a recent interview that the Navy has to dominate the 
undersea domain, to "own it," and "to do that, the centerpiece 
of it is the submarine." 

Submarines of the future, he said, will have to be stealthy 
"of course" and "be able to net with other sensors, platforms 
and payloads." 

The military works across areas of warfare known as 
domains - air, land, sea, space and now cyberspace. 
Submarines will have to operate across the domains, Greenert 
said. There is research into missiles that submarines could 

launch at aircraft, and submarines, using their antennas, could 
be an instrument in the cyber domain, he added. 

"They're stealthy and they can be in places that other 
things can't, so how do we use that to great effect?" he said, 
adding later, "They can deliver a Tomahawk cruise missile. 
We're familiar with that. So what else? What other kind of 
system or weapon can they deliver? We will have to see what 
is the overarching potential in special warfare." 

Sometimes the members of CONFORM see the need for a 
capability and then approach the Navy. Other times the Navy 
poses a straightforward question - "Can you put this missile on 
this boat?" for example. 

Franz Edson, a past director of CONFORM, remembers 
when Navy officials visited the shipyard in the 1990s because 
they needed a submarine with enhanced war-fighting 
capabilities that was big enough to fit advanced technology for 
classified research, and they needed it right away. 

"It was an emergent need to perform a mission," said 
Edson, who is now EB's director of mission systems and 
business development. "They came to us with their hair on 
fire, just about literally." 

EB had a narrow window since the USS Jimmy Carter 
would be the third and last ship of the Seawolf class. But 
CONFORM already had hundreds of ideas. They narrowed the 
field to three, and EB extended the hull of the Jimmy Carter 
by 100 feet. 

Edson, who works closely with Biederka, said EB is 
"never satisfied with the status quo." 

"We always want to make it more capable, more cost- 
effective, safer," he said. "CONFORM feeds that need. People 
want a venue to do that." 

Out of 100 ideas, usually only two or three contain 
elements that can be combined to get traction, Biederka said. 
Because of the expense, it typically takes 10 to 20 years to get 
everyone involved to commit to changing the design of a 
submarine, he added. In the case of converting ballistic-
missile submarines to guided-missile submarines, it took even 
longer. 

CONFORM dates to the 1960s. After the Cold War 
ended, some of the ballistic-missile submarines were no longer 
needed for strategic patrols. It was then that EB first studied 
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the idea of changing some of them into guided-missile 
submarines. 

After the Sept. 11, 2001 attacks, the Navy was convinced 
the nation needed the guided-missile submarines to launch 
Tomahawk missiles at targets on land and support special 
forces. Each one would carry up to 154 Tomahawk missiles. 
Ballistic-missile submarines launch intercontinental missiles 
and can carry up to 24 each. 

In 2002 the Navy began converting four of the Ohio-class 
submarines. 

Today CONFORM is working on ways attack submarines 
could do more with special forces. The concept for an arm on 
a submarine that can launch and recover unmanned vehicles or 
vehicles transporting Navy SEALs is moving forward. EB is 
assembling pieces of the arm so it can be deployed next spring 
on a submarine. 

They have an idea the Navy is interested in, but can't 
afford yet, for a "water-piercing missile launcher" so 

submarines can shoot at helicopters carrying anti-submarine 
torpedoes. 

And they are contemplating what the next generation of 
attack submarines might look like and do. Biederka surmised 
the future sub may be shorter, with a large diameter and 
different bays for the unmanned undersea systems that will be 
available, making it more reminiscent of the Seawolf class 
than the Virginia class. 

Edson said no one knows whether in the future the Navy 
will need a lot of submarines that can spread out, which would 
most likely be smaller subs to be affordable, or fewer, larger 
submarines with more capabilities. CONFORM is formulating 
the options, he said, "so 10 or 20 years from now, when we 
have to pull the trigger on getting started, we have that 
playbook in front of us." 

"It's about how do you maintain that undersea superiority 
in the future," Biederka said. "We're deftly focused on that." 
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24. Romney Wants To Ramp Up Virginia-Class Sub Production 
(NEWPORT NEWS DAILY PRESS 10 OCT 12) ... Michael Welles Shapiro 

Virginia-class attack submarines were thrust into the 
presidential campaign spotlight Monday when Mitt Romney 
said at Virginia Military Institute that he wants to ramp up 
production to three subs a year. 

The nuclear-powered submarines are built jointly by 
Newport News Shipbuilding and General Dynamics Electric 
Boat in New England. The two shipyards, which have been 
building one sub a year, are already making investments to 
increase production to two boats a year. 

Romney said he wants to go a step further. 
In his speech, Romney repeated a line he's used before 

about bumping up overall Navy ship production to 15 ships a 
year from the current 11 "to restore our Navy to the size 
needed to fulfill our missions." 

For the first time, he specified that his 15-ship goal 
includes three submarines. 

The change would increase the cost of the program, but 
could lower the cost of each submarine. 

Ronald O'Rourke, an expert on shipbuilding for the 
Congressional Research Service, told the Daily Press that 
moving to "a three-ship buy" might reduce the unit cost for 
each sub by about 5 percent. 

O'Rourke said the Navy could pay about $2.75 billion per 
sub, down from a $2.9 billion price tag for Virginia-class 
submarines at the lower production rate, assuming 2016 
dollars. 

Assuming that kind of price improvement, the program 
would cost $2.4 billion to $2.5 billion more, he said. 

A spokeswoman for President Barack Obama's campaign 
criticized Romney's foreign policy platform generally. 

"Romney says he will spend trillions of extra dollars that 
the Pentagon haven't even asked for, but he hasn't said how he 
will pay for it," said the spokeswoman Marianne von Nordeck. 

Romney has proposed spending an additional $1 trillion 
on defense. 

One defense expert questioned a recent comment from top 
Romney adviser and former Navy Secretary John Lehman that 
the shipyards in Newport News and New England should end 
their joint-agreement and instead compete annually for the 
Virginia-class contracts. 

Lehman told Defense News that to cut costs, Romney's 
intention would be "to enable both yards to build a full-up 
submarine and compete for them every year." 

Currently both yards have the skilled workers and 
facilities necessary to work on the subs' reactor plants. That 
task alternates with each new sub. 

But other work is split up. Electric Boat exclusively 
builds the engine room and control room for each boat, while 
Newport News workers always put together the sterns, living 
and machinery spaces, torpedo rooms, sails and bows. 

Over the program's 12 years, the yards have knocked the 
price per submarine down by $400 million – with half of the 
savings coming from design improvements and a move to 
more modular construction. 

It wasn't immediately clear whether the companies would 
have to agree to end the joint-production agreement. 

But even if changing the arrangement is possible, having 
the yards compete for contracts could actually increase costs, 
according to Loren Thompson, an analyst with the right-of-
center Lexington Institute. 

"The notion that it'll save you money right now is very 
doubtful," Thompson said. 

Though he acknowledged that a competitive bidding 
process could have benefits long term, he said the government 
would have to pay up front for large capital and workforce 
investments at both yards to ensure each had the expertise and 
equipment needed to build a whole Virginia-class sub. 

"The notion of competition frequently gets misused in the 
defense business," he said. "The thing to keep in mind is all 
the costs (of modernizing the shipyards) would be carried by 
the government." 
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TECHNOLOGY: 
25. Of Machines And Men, And Fires And Fastballs 
(WASHINGTON POST 10 OCT 12) ... Al Kamen 

After Tuesday night’s 12-4 pummeling in St. Louis, the 
Washington Nationals pitching staff looks as though it may 
need some help if the team’s going to win the World Series. 

And it turns out that the U.S. Naval Research Laboratory, 
along with engineers and scientists at Virginia Tech and the 
University of Pennsylvania, is already working on something 
that might do the trick — though maybe not for this season. 

The Navy is developing a version of C-3PO, the lovable 
“Star Wars” robot who appeared on the big screen 35 years 
ago, to fight shipboard fires. 

The Navy robot’s name is Autonomous Shipboard 
Humanoid (ASH). It’s hoped ASH will be able to walk in any 
direction, keep its balance at sea, and go through narrow 
passageways and up ladders. 

Naturally, it’ll have all sorts of sensors and cameras and 
will be able to see through smoke — but maybe not through 
walls. And it will be able to respond to human gestures and 
hand signals. 

What’s more, ASH will be able to throw PEAT (propelled 
extinguishing agent technology) grenades and be able to use 
hoses and fire extinguishers. 

The Navy robot is a follow-on version of Virginia Tech’s 
CHARLI robot, which was developed by Virginia Tech’s 
Robotics and Mechanisms Laboratory (RoMeLa). The lab’s 
founder and director, professor Dennis Hong, worked on 
CHARLI and is now working on ASH. 

Robots can play sports, too. Hong’s team won the 
RoboCup, or robot world soccer cup, in Istanbul last year. 
(This is a huge deal amongst folks in that field. You can watch 
the robot soccer stars at wapo.st/looprobot.) 

When will ASH be ready? 
“It is walking now and will start testing on a Navy ship 

early next year,” Hong said in an e-mail. “But that does not 
mean that it is complete — it still needs a lot of things done,” 
such as “protection against heat and flames ... sensors, 
navigation, fire fighting behaviors” and so forth. 

“It still has a long way to go until it can actually be 
deployed for fighting fires,” he said, “but it will one day.” 

Well, in the meantime, how about a simpler robot? One 
that can throw a 110-mph curveball (preferably both right- and 
left- handed). Doesn’t even have to be able to field or hit. 

Put a Nats hat on him and we’re good to go! 
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CONGRESS / BUDGET: 
26. Navy’s Financial Pivot To Pacific 
(DOD BUZZ 09 OCT 12) ... Michael Hoffman 

As their service turns 237 years old, U.S. Navy leaders 
can walk the Pentagon’s halls with a different sense of 
confidence than their sister services as the dark cloud of 
severe cuts to planned defense spending hover on the horizon. 

Ever since the Obama administration released the new 
defense strategy featuring a pivot out of the Middle East and 
toward the Pacific, the Navy has known it will have a special 
ace in the hole when it comes to reigning in defense spending 
that has ballooned the past ten years to fight two land wars. 

“We see a central role for the U.S. Navy in that strategy,” 
said Deputy Defense Secretary Ash Carter. 

The Army is the service struggling to define its future 
after ten years of growth to fight the wars in Iraq and 
Afghanistan. Army leaders know their force structure will 
shrink and they’re trying to set its service up for the 
forthcoming cuts. 

Army generals have tried to crash the Pacific party by 
promoting potential training missions with Pacific partners. 
The Navy quickly counters with the millions of miles of ocean 
covering the Pacific. 

It’s clear Navy admirals don’t worry, and probably would 
encourage, the election of Mitt Romney after he has spelled 
out his plans to expand the Navy to 350 ships to include 
building three submarines to support a pivot to the Pacific. He 
went further explaining his plans to build an 11th aircraft 
carrier wing and keep production of the F/A-18 Super Hornet 
running past 2014. 

“We would almost immediately reverse the Obama 
decision to stop production of the F/A-18 Super Hornet in 
2014. We think it’s essential to keep the F-18s in production, 
as well as the F-35,” John Lehman, one of Romney’s top 
advisers and former Navy secretary, told Defense News. 

Loren Thompson, a defense industrial analyst for 
Lexington Institute, questions how a Romney administration 
plans to pay for such a boost. He questions if steps such as 
“early stabilization of engineering requirements, cutbacks in 
unneeded staff, and greater reliance on competition to 
discipline pricing” would fit the bloated bill. 

“Such steps would barely begin to cover all the increased 
costs entailed by the plan,” Thompson wrote. 

Of course, the Navy’s budget could grow with each 
menacing pass made by Chinese ships in the Pacific near the 
sets of disputed islands that have raised tensions in the region 
with Japan, the Philippines and Vietnam. 

The Navy plans to shift 60 percent of their fleet to the 
Pacific by 2020. U.S. 3rd Fleet Commander Vice Adm. Gerald 
R. Beaman explained the importance of growing the fleet in 
that process in order to maintain support in the Atlantic. 

He can count on support from the Pentagon despite the 
threat of a $500 billion cut to defense spending over the next 
10 years spurred by sequestration.The Navy has the Pacific 
pivot in play. 
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27. U.S. House Report Lists Multitude Of Weapons Programs Sequestration Would Hit 
F-35, Stryker, Tanker and New USAF Bomber Among Systems Projected To Feel Cuts 
(DEFENSE NEWS 09 OCT 12) ... John T. Bennett 

Unless lawmakers find a way to prevent a $53 billion cut 
to planned defense spending for 2013, the U.S. military 
services would be forced to buy fewer F-35 fighters, Stryker 
vehicles and Army helicopters, says a House panel. What’s 
more, the pending cut could jeopardize the Air Force’s plans 
for new tanker and bomber fleets. 

The report, released Oct. 9 by House Appropriations 
Committee (HAC) Democrats, offers the first projections of 
how many big-ticket weapon systems the armed services 
likely would cut under the first tranche of a decade-long 
spending cut. 

The Air Force would take a major hit under that first year 
of a broader 10-year, $500 billion reduction to planned 
Pentagon spending. The service would be forced to slash 
funding for its KC-145 aerial tanker program by $499.5 
million next year, a move the lawmakers conclude would slow 
the program’s crucial engineering and development phase. 
Boeing is the prime contractor on that high-profile program. 

The air service also would have to slash by $33.7 million 
its 2013 budget for an initiative to design and field a new 
bomber aircraft. 

The largest Pentagon weapon program ever, the F-35 
fighter effort, would lose $1 billion in 2013 — and four jets. 
Lockheed Martin is the prime contractor. 

The panel predicts the Army would be forced to buy eight 
fewer Sikorsky-made Black Hawk helicopters and five fewer 
Boeing-made CH-47 Chinook choppers. Collectively, those 
moves would “[slow] Army plans to modernize its utility and 
heavy lift helicopter fleet,” the panel’s Democrats write in the 
“dear colleague” report, sent to all members of Congress. 

The Army also would have to purchase 11 fewer General 
Dynamics-made Stryker vehicles, the HAC Democrats say, 
adding that would hurt the service’s “ability to keep Stryker 
brigades fully outfitted.” 

The report bears the signature of soon-to-retire Rep. 
Norm Dicks, D-Wash., the outgoing House Appropriations 
Committee ranking member. (He holds the same seat on the 
panel’s powerful Defense subcommittee.) 

The Navy would buy two fewer Boeing-made F-18G 
electronic warfare aircraft and three fewer F/A-18E/F Super 
Hornets. The latter move, the lawmakers say, would make “if 
more difficult to avoid a carrier-based strike fighter shortfall.” 

Boeing would take a further hit because the Navy likely 
would kill one planned P-8A aircraft, which conduct 
surveillance and electronic warfare, the report states. 

The planned spending cuts, which would occur under a 
process known as sequestration, also would hit America’s 
nuclear arms arsenal. 

“The National Nuclear Safety Administration (NNSA) 
would also be subject to the more substantial defense 
reduction. Under sequestration, NNSA Weapons activities 
would be cut by $861 million,” the report states. “With this 
reduced budget, NNSA would no longer be able to support 
modernization of the weapons complex, including required 
life extension programs to ensure the nation’s nuclear 
deterrent remains safe, reliable and effective.” 

Also hit hard would be the Pentagon’s operations and 
maintenance accounts, which would take a $1.6 billion cut 
next year. 

“This reduction would limit DOD’s ability to maintain 
and modernize key weapon systems, and overhaul weapons 
systems damaged in operations,” the HAC Democrats state. 
“Sequestration would severely degrade the Defense 
Department’s ability to maintain a trained and ready force, and 
would similarly ensure that the condition of combat equipment 
and military facilities would deteriorate.” 

The report surely will be used by both sides of the defense 
spending debate in coming weeks and months. 

“It is encouraging to see Democrats actually being open 
about the impact of sequestration to defense,” one House 
Republican source said. “It’s interesting to see the discordant 
messages from Democrats, with Norm Dicks’ message that 
sequestration would hurt defense and cause millions of job 
losses, and then the message from OMB that it won’t. … 
Members need to understand how deeply this would hurt 
defense.” 

Not everyone in the defense sector agrees, however. 
“After an unprecedented 13 straight years of increases in 

base defense budgets, the Pentagon is well positioned — even 
for sequestration-size cuts,” Lawrence Korb, a former 
Pentagon official now with the Center for American Progress, 
wrote in a recent op-ed. “Such reductions would return the 
country to its fiscal year 2006 level of defense spending, when 
the United States was fighting two large land wars.” 

On the matter of how many job losses the cuts would 
spawn, there is ample disagreement. A study commissioned by 
a defense trade association that is being used by GOP nominee 
Mitt Romney’s campaign warns of over 1.2 million lost jobs 
just from defense cuts. Other studies have panned that one for 
failing to factor in important economic elements, such as 
whether dollars not spent on the military might be spent in 
other sectors, thus creating new jobs. 

But a Congressional Research Service (CRS) report that 
surfaced just hours before the HAC Democrats’ released their 
study questioned the findings of each of the jobs-related 
estimates. 

“Any projections involve considerable uncertainty and 
thus margins for error,” the CRS report states. “State-by-state 
job impacts of the analyses — which appeared to garner the 
most attention — were based on the perhaps unlikely 
assumption that the distribution of program spending by 
industry in the past would continue in the forecast period.” 

The final passage of the Dicks-signed report offers a 
window into the policy differences that have so far prevented 
Democrats and Republicans from agreeing to the necessary 
$1.2 trillion deficit-reduction plan that would void the defense 
cuts and a twin $500 billion cut to planned domestic spending 
over the same span. 

“Congress must find a way to replace sequestration with a 
balanced approach to long-term deficit reduction that focuses 
on economic growth and job creation, and does no harm to our 
economic recovery in the short-run,” the Democrats’ report 
states. 
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The operative term is “balanced approach,” Democratic 
code for a deficit-reduction plan that includes spending cuts, 
entitlement program reform, defense cuts and tax hikes for the 

wealthiest Americans. Most congressional Republicans, 
however, oppose the final two legs of such a plan. 
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28. Dicks: DoD Would Take Bigger, $60.6 Billion Hit Under Sequestration 
(DEFENSE DAILY 10 OCT 12) ... Emelie Rutherford 

The House’s top budget writer is warning his colleagues 
so-called sequestration budget cuts to the defense budget 
would be greater than previously estimated and would imperil 
weapons programs. 

Rep. Norm Dicks (D-Wash.), ranking member of the 
House Appropriations Committee (HAC) and its defense 
subcommittee, says his staff concluded under sequestration the 
defense budget would be cut by $60.6 billion next year--not 
the $54.7 billion cited in a Sept. 14 White House report. In a 
“dear colleague” letter to House members, Dicks also details 
the harm he said would come to the military if Democrats and 
Republicans cannot agree to stop the sequestration cuts from 
starting next year. 

“This letter will examine the impact of sequestration on 
the whole range of federal responsibilities and, I hope, help 
make the case for Congress to act responsibly by agreeing to a 
more sensible approach to deficit reduction,” writes Dicks, 
who is retiring this year. 

The $500 billion in decade-long sequestration reductions 
to planned defense spending will start in January if 
congressional Democrats and Republicans cannot agree on a 
plan to replace them with other government savings. Many 
lawmakers and President Barack Obama oppose sequestration-
-which would total $1.2 trillion and also slash non-defense 
spending--but cannot agree on an alternate plan. 

Dicks explains in his 15-page letter that his HAC staffers 
don’t agree with calculations in a Sept. 14 report from the 
White House’s Office of Management and Budget (OMB) for 
how much discretionary defense spending would be cut as part 
of the $1.2 trillion in reductions. Sequestration was created by 
the Budget Control Act of 2011 (BCA) and triggered by the 
failure of a Select Committee on Deficit Reduction to agree 
last year on $1.2 trillion in savings. 

OMB’s report says discretionary defense spending 
accounts--except military-personnel funding exempted by the 
White House--would indiscriminately be cut 9.4 percent under 
sequestration. That OMB report was required by the 
Sequestration Transparency Act (STA). 

Yet Dicks says that “OMB, in accordance with the STA, 
looked at only one aspect of sequestration.” 

“As another motivation to act, the BCA also set up a 
second, separate sequestration to enforce the firewall between 
security and non-security appropriations,” Dicks writes. 
“Because the Joint Committee failed, a new and lower defense 
firewall goes into effect, requiring an additional cut in defense 
spending. Based on levels in the agreed upon continuing 
resolution for FY 2013, we estimate…an additional reduction 
of 1.9 percent in 2013 only for discretionary defense (function 
050) accounts.” 

The Pentagon and rest of the government is running on a 
temporary budget, or continuing resolution, for the next six 
months. 

Dick’s letter concludes that the “sum of the two 
sequestrations on defense appropriations (the largest subset of 
defense function 050) equals $60.6 billion, including $50.5 
billion associated with the 9.4 percent cut and an additional 
$10.1 billion from the smaller, firewall enforcement 
sequestration.” 

He notes that the sequestration cuts would apply to both 
the Pentagon’s based budget and its separate Overseas 
Contingency Operations account for war funding. Pentagon 
officials have talked about reprogramming funding, if 
sequestration kicks in, to protect some war funding and large 
weapons programs. 

Dicks cites multiple concerns in his letter about 
sequestration’s impact on the military, including major 
weapon systems. 

The cuts to procurement accounts would translate to eight 
fewer UH-60 Black Hawk helicopters and five fewer CH-47 
Chinooks, slowing the Army’s plans for modernizing its utility 
and heavy-lift helicopters. 

“The CH-47 Chinook has proven especially valuable in 
Afghanistan because of its effectiveness at high altitudes 
compared to other utility aircraft,” Dicks writes. 

“Sequestration would take up to 11 Stryker vehicles out 
of the program, hurting the Army’s ability to keep Stryker 
brigades fully outfitted,” he adds. “Two fewer F-18G 
(Growler) aircraft would be built, impairing the fielding of 
electronic warfare capabilities. Sequestration will make it 
more difficult to avoid a carrier-based strike fighter shortfall 
by building 3 less F/A-18E/F aircraft. And one less P-8A 
would slow the Navy effort to field new surveillance aircraft.” 

Dicks cites further concerns about sequestration cutting 
$1.7 billion from the Navy shipbuilding account. 

Under sequestration, research funding for the F-35 Joint 
Strike Fighter would dip by $1 billion, thus cutting four 
aircraft and reducing advance procurement monies, Dicks 
says. Sequestration would trim the Air Force aerial-refueling 
tanker program by $99.5 million “and potentially slow” the 
contract with Boeing, he says. The Air Force’s next-
generation bomber would face a $33.7 million cut under 
sequestration, he says. 

Dicks’ letter offers little overall commentary on the 
potential sequestration cuts to defense. Still, he reminds his 
colleagues that Defense Secretary Leon Panetta has warned 
sequestration “could pose a significant risk to national 
security” and would “literally undercut our ability to put 
together the kind of strong national defense we have today.” 
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INFRASTRUCTURE / INSTALLATIONS: 
29. ID Scanning At Base Gate To Go Navy-Wide 
Delays expected, but next step is automated system 
(NAVY TIMES 09 OCT 12) ... Jacqueline Klimas 

Wait times to get on base will get worse before they get 
better. 

That’s the message from Navy officials preparing the 
service for 100 percent ID scans — a policy that should be 
implemented at every base by fiscal 2014. 

The latest step is a pilot program, already underway at 
Naval Station Norfolk, Va. 

Officials with Navy Installations Command said the 
scanning eventually will speed up the process — but not 
anytime soon. 

During the Norfolk trial, the scanning was expected to 
cause delays at the gates, a base news release stated, and 
commuters were told to allow more time to get to work. 

The end goal is to perform 100 percent ID scanning, 100 
percent of the time, said Pat Foughty, a public affairs 
specialist at Navy Installations Command. Base commanding 
officers will have some flexibility during the implementation 
phase to adjust the program if wait times become a problem, 
he added. 

ID scanning at entrance bases will help officials make the 
leap to automated vehicle gates, also expected to occur in 
fiscal 2014, said Tony Reid, anti-terrorism program director at 
Navy Installations Command, who called it a “soft deadline.” 

“Automated gates will allow individuals to drive up [and] 
swipe their card, and the gates will open to allow access to the 
facility,” Reid said. “It will reduce manpower requirements 
placed on security forces.” 

Once implemented, automatic gates should speed things 
up, Reid said. 

The pilot program, which will end Oct. 31, operates like 
this: When a car pulls up to the gate for the first time in the 
trial, the guard scans the ID — the common access card for 
base personnel or Teslin card for dependents and retirees. The 
first scan takes about eight seconds, Reid said; subsequent 
scans take about two seconds. 

“That two seconds doesn’t sound like much, until you 
multiply it by 1,500 cars,” Reid said. “The time piece is part of 
what the trial is all about: to make sure the infrastructure is 
supporting the process.” 

By comparison, a guard visually inspecting an ID and 
examining the photo takes about 10 to 12 seconds. 

No data is stored on the hand-held device used to scan 
cards, Reid said. Rather, the scanner displays data it has 
fetched from a secure database, then deletes it after a few 
seconds. 

Staying Up To Date 
The scanning process also will let guards know whether a 

card is current — and legit. 

“It lets you know that I’m still an employee with the 
Navy, I’m still current, my background is still good to go,” 
said Scott Silk, the program’s assistant manager. “It will allow 
me access to the gate, versus walking up and using a piece of 
plastic anyone can duplicate if they try hard enough.” 

This will be especially helpful in cases where an 
employee may have been fired but kept his card, or in cases 
where a dependent got divorced but retained a military ID. 

The scans will help dependents stay current, too. 
Dependents with service members deployed to the war zone, 
for example, often have cards that are expired because the 
service member has not been able to renew them, Silk said. 
Identifying an expired card and fixing the problem allows 
dependents to avoid issues down the road, when the card may 
be needed for medical services or access to the commissary. 

“In the past, they wouldn’t know until there was a need,” 
Silk said. 

If a card is found to be invalid, there are procedures to 
either reissue or confiscate the card, Reid said. 

People without ID cards, such as visitors, will still have 
access to the base but will need to go into the Pass and ID 
Office, Reid said. These offices are located on each base near 
the gate; even before the new scanning program, visitors went 
there to show a license or passport and get a one-day access 
pass to the base. 

Don’t worry — visitors will use a different line from the 
one employees are waiting in, so no sailors or staffers will get 
stuck in line behind a visitor. 

While it is not unheard-of for visitors to simply be waved 
on to military bases, Foughty said issuing visitors a day pass is 
the policy. He could not comment on cases where that rule is 
not followed. 

Other trials of 100 percent ID scanning have taken place 
at 23 installations in the San Diego metro area and at Naval 
Air Station Whidbey Island, Wash., on a smaller scale, Reid 
said. 

The Norfolk trial is the first large-scale pilot. 
At the conclusion of the trial, feedback will be collected 

from major stakeholders at the base and electronic data will be 
analyzed, Reid said. Random people stationed at Norfolk will 
be asked about their experience. 

“Our people are not hesitant to tell us what they think,” he 
said. “If they get delayed too long at the front gate, they’ll talk 
about it.” 

Employees can help speed the process by having their ID 
cards ready for the guard when they pull up to the gate, Reid 
said. 
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OUTREACH: 
30. U.S. Navy In Grand Forks To Promote USS North Dakota 
About as far from deep water as they can be, a submarine executive officer and his sub’s engineering master 
chief will be in Grand Forks Thursday to talk up their $2.6 billion, nuclear-powered boat, only the second in 
the U.S. Navy to carry its proud name: USS North Dakota. 
(GRAND FORKS (ND) HERALD 09 OCT 12) ... Chuck Haga 

About as far from deep water as they can be, a submarine 
executive officer and his sub’s engineering master chief will 
be in Grand Forks Thursday to talk up their $2.6 billion, 
nuclear-powered boat, only the second in the U.S. Navy to 
carry its proud name: 

USS North Dakota. 
The Virginia-class attack submarine is under construction 

on the East Coast and is scheduled to join the fleet in 2014, a 
year after another Virginia-class boat takes to the seas: the 
USS Minnesota. 

“It’s an incredibly big deal, a $2.6 billion boat that’s 
going to carry the name of North Dakota around the world,” 
said Robert Wefald, a former state attorney general and 
district court judge who spearheaded the naming campaign. 

“It will operate for 33 years without refueling, the most 
advanced naval vessel in the world when it’s launched,” he 
said. 

Wefald, who served in the Navy for three years during the 
Vietnam era and later served 24 years in the Naval Reserve, 
literally nagged Navy officials and members of the state’s 
congressional delegation to put the state’s name on another 
ship. 

First Namesake 
The first USS North Dakota, an all-big-gun 

“dreadnought” style battleship, was built early in the last 
century as the United States joined Great Britain, Germany 
and other nations in a naval arms race. Commissioned in 1910, 
USS North Dakota delivered troops and participated in 
training exercises during World War I but was not involved in 
combat. It was decommissioned and sold for scrap in 1931. 

When he left the attorney general’s office in 1985 and 
went back to private law practice, Wefald prodded Bismarck 
civic leaders into taking up the cause of getting another Navy 
ship named for the state. 

“That began a 23-year campaign,” he said, which 
included writing letters once or twice a year to the Secretary of 
the Navy and North Dakota’s representatives in Congress. 

“Finally, in about 2008, I wrote my annual ‘Dear Byron, 
Kent and Earl’ letters” to then-Sen. Byron Dorgan, Sen. Kent 

Conrad and then-Rep. Earl Pomeroy, all Democrats. Wefald is 
a Republican. 

“You need to get this done,” he wrote, adding — with 
tongue in cheek, goading the three men who liked to style 
themselves as “Team North Dakota” — that they should 
“show a little clout.” 

Dorgan responded, also with tongue in cheek, assuring 
Wefald that the campaign for a new USS North Dakota was on 
— and adding that he could maybe pull a few strings and get 
Wefald back on active duty. 

Later that year, the Navy secretary announced that the 
first nuclear-powered attack submarine in a new series of 
Virginia-class subs would be named USS North Dakota. 

Stoking A Bond 
As construction on the boat proceeded in Groton, Conn., 

and Newport News, Va., Wefald and others brought officers 
and men assigned to the boat to North Dakota to strengthen 
the bond. On Thursday, Lt. Cmdr. Kristopher Lancaster, the 
designated executive officer, and Master Chief Machinist’s 
Mate James Lucky will make several presentations in Grand 
Forks, including an 11:30 a.m. news conference and lunch at 
the Ramada Inn. 

The two crew members also will participate in Saturday’s 
UND Homecoming parade and in pre-game ceremonies at the 
football game. 

Wefald said state backers of the project hope to raise 
money for the boat’s christening ceremony and to “keep a 
lifelong relationship between the boat and the state.” 

Some critics have challenged the need for or cost of the 
North Dakota and several more Virginia-class subs in or soon 
to be in production. But Wefald said the boat will serve a vital 
role. 

“We have an obligation to defend ourselves,” he said. 
“The two biggest allies we’ve had throughout our history are 
the Atlantic Ocean and the Pacific Ocean. We need to keep 
those safe. USS North Dakota will be out there for 33 years, 
defending those oceans and making sure nobody comes to 
attack us.” 
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COMMENTARY: 
31. Talking Our Way Out Of Afghanistan 
NATO needs to negotiate with the Taliban NOW, before all the troops -- and our leverage -- are gone. 
(FOREIGN POLICY 09 OCT 12) ... Matt Waldman 

The New York Times reported last week that U.S. 
officials have all but abandoned hope of achieving a peace 
settlement in Afghanistan before the bulk of foreign troops 
withdraw by the end of 2014. That's not as bad as it sounds. 
After all, the Geneva negotiations in the 1980s, which 
culminated in the Soviet withdrawal from Afghanistan, lasted 
six years. 

But it would be a serious mistake to give up on 
negotiations altogether. So long as NATO has substantial 
numbers of troops on the ground, it has leverage. The Taliban 
see those troops as their biggest threat, and withdrawal has 
long been the insurgents' foremost demand. What's more, the 
coalition has the ability to grant the Taliban a measure of 
international legitimacy, which the group craves. 
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The United States and its allies have a choice: They can 
withdraw unilaterally and squander their leverage, or they can 
engage with the Taliban and get something in return. They 
should use their influence to establish and structure a dialogue 
that could pave the way to a negotiated peace. 

Despite the prevailing mood of pessimism, current 
conditions in Afghanistan favor talks. Coalition forces and 
Taliban insurgents are in what negotiation theorists call a 
"mutually hurting stalemate," meaning that neither side 
believes it can escalate to victory. In such circumstances -- 
which existed between Soviet forces and the Afghan 
mujahideen in the mid- to late 1980s -- leaders have incentives 
to negotiate because they are caught in costly deadlock and 
see limits to what they can gain from further fighting. 

Some observers assume the Taliban have no real interest 
in talks because Western forces have already said they are 
leaving. Moreover, the Taliban remain a powerful force. They 
have a substantial operational presence in the south, southeast, 
east, and west of Afghanistan, maintain secure bases in 
Pakistan, and sustain a high tempo of attacks against Afghan 
and coalition forces. According to NATO, over the past five 
months insurgents have launched an average of around 100 
attacks a day -- significantly more than prior to the 2010 U.S. 
troop surge. 

But the Taliban are fatigued and divided. Contacts I have 
had with the Taliban over the past three years indicate that 
many leaders are wary of hard-line insurgent factions and are 
uneasy about life after 2014. They expect a revival of anti-
Taliban forces, bloody power struggles, U.S. drone strikes, 
resistance from communities, and international ostracism. 
They are looking for personal safety, political influence, and 
international recognition. They are prepared to fight -- but 
would prefer not to. 

Observers also tend to assume the Taliban would only 
settle for absolute power through the restoration of the Islamic 
Emirate, the fundamentalist theocracy they presided over in 
Afghanistan between 1996 and 2001. Undoubtedly, some 
elements of the Taliban still have such ambitions, but there are 
also signs of pragmatism. In August, Taliban leader Mullah 
Omar said, "The Islamic Emirate does not think of 
monopolizing power." In September, one of the Taliban's 
negotiators in Qatar said publicly that their goal was not to 
revive the former Taliban administration but to form "an 
Islamic government participated in by all people, reflecting the 
aspirations of all Afghan people, of all ethnic groups." 

These statements reflect a significant shift in Taliban 
public policy. It may or may not reflect their true position -- 
which is difficult to discern given fissures in the group's 
leadership and Taliban efforts to win public backing -- but it at 
least suggests a dialogue is worth pursuing. 

Why have attempts at dialogue failed so far? In March, 
talks between the United States and the Taliban stalled 
because of differences over what were intended to be 
demonstrations of good faith: the establishment of a Taliban 
office in Qatar and a U.S.-Taliban prisoner exchange. The 
United States has insisted that the Taliban publicly disavow al 
Qaeda and engage with the Afghan government. The Taliban 
have so far refused to do either. 

In effect, confidence-building measures are undermining 
confidence. But there is no reason talks should depend on the 
establishment of an insurgent representative office. Nor do 

they need to proceed publicly, through official statements and 
media briefings. In fact, at least in the early stages of talks, 
publicity is generally unhelpful because adversaries inevitably 
compete with one another to project an image of strength. This 
partly explains why little progress was made between Israel 
and the PLO at the highly publicized Madrid talks in 1991, 
whereas the parties' secret talks in Oslo in 1993 culminated in 
a breakthrough. 

The surest way to build trust is through confidential, 
multiparty talks without preconditions. For all intents and 
purposes, the Taliban have already disavowed al Qaeda. An 
April Taliban statement, which specifically addresses their 
relationship with the group, says, "We have no intention of 
causing harm to anyone, nor will we allow anyone else to use 
our soil against anyone else." The relationship between the 
Taliban and al Qaeda, moreover, is precisely the kind of issue 
that should be resolved in talks, rather than through premature 
public announcements. 

As for the exclusion of Kabul, many Taliban leaders 
accept that they will eventually have to negotiate with Afghan 
officials. In fact, they have been quietly and informally talking 
to Afghan officials for years, albeit intermittently. Their 
concern is to avoid being seen to do so. Dropping the 
precondition relating to al Qaeda and, if necessary, facilitating 
shuttle or proximity talks might help connect the parties. 

Confidential talks would also help address one of the 
biggest causes of mistrust between the parties: misperceptions. 
The United States and the Taliban, especially, are at fault for 
what political scientists call "attribution error." That is, each 
has tended to see its adversary's actions as driven by intrinsic 
hostility, rather than situational factors. Each overlooks its 
own role in provoking the other's behavior and downplays the 
possibility of legitimate motivations. 

The United States and the Taliban have profoundly 
misunderstood each other. Insurgents have failed to appreciate 
the impact of the 9/11 attacks, the regime's harboring of 
Osama bin Laden, and the security concerns that have driven 
the U.S. response. Few U.S. officials grasped the Taliban's 
sense of exclusion and injustice or considered how U.S. forces 
could be seen as aggressors, given their role in causing civilian 
casualties and propping up a discredited regime. 

Structured dialogue could help the various parties 
dismantle mutual misperceptions and acquire a better 
understanding of each other's perspectives and motives. But 
given the deep-seated mistrust between them, as well as the 
complexity of the issues, it would be naive to think the parties 
could manage talks by themselves. Negotiation to resolve 
armed conflict virtually always requires some form of external 
mediation. It can help the parties establish a framework and 
road map for talks, which is sorely needed in Afghanistan. It 
also helps promote constructive dialogue and sustain 
momentum when talks break down. In fact, in the absence of 
mediation, it is remarkable that the talks lasted as long as they 
did. 

The search for a mediator is long overdue. But who 
should be it? The simple answer is: any individual, 
organization, or state that has the confidence of the parties and 
is up to the task. Because the strength of any dialogue depends 
on buy-in from each of the major parties to the conflict, the 
participation of Pakistan, the Taliban's longtime host and 
supporter, is essential. But the nature and scope of Pakistan's 
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involvement requires consideration. Many would argue it 
should be limited to regional and security issues. But to 
exclude Pakistan completely would be to encourage it to act as 
a spoiler. 

As the dialogue becomes more robust, it should expand to 
include representatives of Afghanistan's central and northern 
political factions, the country's wide range of social groups, 
and other states in the region. There are no guarantees that 
such talks will succeed. There are potential spoilers on all 
sides. The Taliban's demands, especially in terms of justice or 
social affairs, may be irreconcilable with international 
standards or the aspirations of the Afghan people. But it is 
impossible to make that kind of determination until there is 
real dialogue. It is an endeavor that is overwhelmingly 
supported by Afghans -- men and women -- from across the 
country. 

The longer it takes to establish such a process, the greater 
the likelihood that the Taliban will negotiate from a position 
of strength, having made battlefield gains against Afghan 
security forces. By then, it will be more difficult to secure 
Taliban commitments to curb extremists or to preserve 
advances in human rights that have been made since 2001. As 
the U.S. presence declines, so does U.S. leverage. The United 
States should waste no time in using its remaining influence to 
establish a dialogue that could ultimately bring peace to 
Afghanistan. 

Matt Waldman is a fellow at Harvard University's Belfer 
Center for Science and International Affairs. He has worked 
on Afghanistan since 2005, including as a foreign affairs and 
defense advisor in the British Parliament, as Oxfam's head of 
policy in Afghanistan from 2006 to 2009, and most recently as 
a senior United Nations official in Kabul involved in 
promoting dialogue and reconciliation. 
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32. Kissinger Offers Wise Words On China 
(WASHINGTON POST 10 OCT 12) ... Walter Pincus 

When Henry Kissinger talks about China, Mitt Romney 
and President Obama ought to listen — and so should the rest 
of us. 

Last Wednesday during a panel at the Woodrow Wilson 
Center, the 89-year-old former secretary of state used his 
unique 40-year-experience with Chinese leaders to give a 
tutorial on how to handle the sensitive relations between 
Beijing and Washington. 

Kissinger’s presentation went far beyond his criticism of 
Obama’s and Romney’s attacks on China’s economic 
practices. 

He gave a perceptive short history of Chinese leadership 
since the Communist revolution, an evolution that few 
Americans appreciate. 

“Each generation of Chinese leader ... reflected the 
mission and the conditions of his period,” Kissinger said. 

He described Mao Zedong as a revolutionary, “a prophet 
who was consumed by the objectives he had set and who 
recognized no obstacles in terms of feasibility.” 

Using traditional Chinese language, Kissinger said Mao 
had to find the more distant barbarian to deal with a closer 
barbarian, referring to getting the United States to balance the 
Soviet Union. 

As his initial negotiator, Mao chose his prime minister for 
decades, Zhou Enlai, whom Kissinger described as “the most 
skillful diplomat that I encountered, a man of extraordinary 
ability to intuit the intangibles of a situation.” 

And though Mao wanted a strategic partnership, he did 
not want China to become dependent on the outside world. 
Instead, Mao “insisted on maintaining the purity of the 
communist doctorate,” Kissinger said. 

Mao’s successor, Deng Xiaoping, was “a greater 
reformer,” according to Kissinger, who added, “I certainly met 
no other Chinese who had the vision and the courage to move 
China into the international system and ... in instituting a 
market system.” 

Jiang Zemin, the leader after the Tiananmen Square 
massacre, was described by Kissinger as someone who spent 
most of his 12 years “restoring China to the international 

system.” His successor, Hu Jintao, was “the first leader that 
actually had to operate China as part of a globalized system.” 

The new generation, Kissinger said, faces a 
“transformation over the next 10 years” of moving “400 
million people from the countryside into the cities.” This will 
involve not just technical infrastructure problems but a change 
of values and also a change in the role of the Communist 
party, he said. 

Kissinger said he had spoken to Xi Jinping, the expected 
next Chinese president, and believes he will seek such 
enormous internal changes that “it’s unlikely that in 10 years 
the next generation will come into office with exactly the 
same institutions that exist today. 

“This is one reason why I do not believe that great foreign 
adventures or confrontations with the United States can be on 
their agenda,” Kissinger said. But because Xi faces the need to 
make difficult domestic changes, he may be more assertive in 
responding to foreign critics, he added. 

“What we must not demand or expect is that they will 
follow the mechanisms with which we are more familiar. It 
will be a Chinese version ... and it will not be achieved 
without some domestic difficulties.” 

One other point to remember, Kissinger said, “Mao could 
give orders. The current leaders have to operate by consensus, 
at least of the standing committee.” 

Historians call China a rising country and the United 
States a status quo country, but as Kissinger pointed out, 
“China is a country that is returning to what it believes it has 
always been, namely the center of Asian affairs.” 

As a result, “it’s inevitable that a rising China will 
impinge on the Unites States,” Kissinger noted. He called a 
conflict between the two “a disaster for both countries” where 
“it would be impossible to describe what a victory would look 
like.” 

It was in that context that Kissinger said, “In each country 
[the U.S. and China] there are domestic pressures that 
emphasize disagreements that might arise. We see that in our 
political campaign in which both candidates are using 
language about China which I think is extremely deplorable.” 
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Asked about his endorsement of Romney, who has talked 
about labeling China a currency manipulator, Kissinger 
replied, “The Romney campaign does not check it, you know, 
with me. I have stated my general view.” 

Kissinger pointed out that stirring things up on the 
Chinese side were “their strategic centers [military and 
civilian think tanks], in which their strategic analysts are 
pushing a very nationalistic line.” 

He continued, “When great countries deal with each other 
there is a balancing element involved, but the balance should 
be sought in non-military terms to the greatest extent 
possible.” 

That is why Kissinger said he believes there should be 
consultations about not just grievances, but about objectives 
on things upon which they can agree. He pointed out that 
while differences in how Washington should deal with China 

have arisen in the past, only two presidents tried to reinvent 
policy. “The maximum period of time it lasted was two years, 
and then they reversed it because they recognized from 
experience the necessities of our future,” Kissinger said. 

He warned about an American attitude “that we know the 
answers to all the questions and that it is our mission to make 
the world exactly over in the American image.” China, he 
said, “managed to stagger through 3,800 years ... without 
assistance from the United States.” 

“As a country we have to learn that when you conduct 
foreign policy, you have to deal with interests as well as 
values, and you have to reconcile the concerns of other 
countries with your own concerns ... that is a national 
challenge for the United States, no matter which party is in 
office,” Kissinger said. 

Obama and Romney should take that to heart. 
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33. Missiles Away! 
If you like frantic arms buildups, here's a new Asia policy for you. 
(FOREIGN POLICY 09 OCT 12) ... Jeffrey Lewis 

On Sunday, the South Korean government announced that 
it had strong-armed the Obama administration into gutting 
what little remained of international efforts to fight the spread 
of missiles. 

Wait, let me try that again. 
On Sunday, the South Korean government announced that 

the United States had assented to a revision of Seoul's missile 
guidelines, increasing the range of permitted ballistic missiles 
from 300 to 800 kilometers. 

This is a bad idea, one that will worsen security dynamics 
in Northeast Asia and accelerate the spread of long-range 
missiles. It represents the triumph of short-term efforts to 
avoid friction in an important bilateral relationship at the 
expense of our long-term interest in discouraging the spread of 
ballistic missiles. The best I can say is that it is an election 
year here and there. 

Although the Obama administration had yet to comment 
on the agreement as I was writing this piece -- it was Sunday 
and much of official Washington was watching the town's first 
playoff baseball game in 74 years -- U.S. officials informed 
members of Congress of the decision over the weekend, 
describing the step as one of the "counter-measures we and the 
ROK should take together as an Alliance to address the threat 
posed by DPRK ballistic missiles." 

At some level, this is amusing. U.S. officials often accuse 
North Korea of making "excuses" when Pyongyang claims 
that some awful act is in response to some American 
provocation. They are often right, but in this case, that's also 
exactly what the Obama administration is doing -- using North 
Korea as an excuse for what appears to be an acute case of 
clientitis. 

South Korea has sought long-range ballistic missiles since 
well before the North Koreans were in the business. Seoul and 
Washington have argued about the range of South Korea's 
ballistic missiles since the mid-1970s, before the United States 
was aware of North Korea's interest in importing its first Scud 
missiles. How the United States found itself in the position of 
being able to tell South Korea what sort of missiles it can and 
cannot build is an interesting tale. 

In late 1974, after the Nixon administration proposed 
withdrawing a significant number of U.S. ground forces from 
South Korea, the dictator of South Korea, General Park 
Chung-hee, started a covert program to produce nuclear 
weapons and ballistic missiles. The Ford administration was 
able to exert significant pressure on Park to suspend the 
program in 1976, but Park again resumed efforts after 
President Carter proposed withdrawing all U.S. combat forces 
from Korea. Carter eventually abandoned the withdrawal plan. 
Then, the chief of the Korean Central Intelligence Agency 
shot Park in the head. (The scene is presented in gory 
cinematic detail in the 2005 film, The President's Last Bang.) 

That really slowed things down. 
Officially, South Korea agreed to limit the range of its 

ballistic missiles to 180 kilometers in mid-1979, while Park 
was still alive. (The agreement is apparently classified, but as 
best I can tell it was simply an exchange of letters between 
John Wickham, the commander of U.S. Forces Korea, and the 
South Korean defense minister.) But Park's successor, Chun 
Doo-hwan, followed through with particular gusto, purging 
the missile program of scientists in an effort to secure 
American political support for his ugly little military 
dictatorship. The exchange of letters was not rendered into a 
formal agreement until 1990. 

None of these agreements is public. As far as I can tell, 
South Korean officials never mentioned the 1979 agreement 
and avoided talking about the 1990 agreement for several 
years afterward. The main public source of information about 
the 1979 memorandum and Chun's purge was one of Park's 
advisers, Oh Won-chol. 

The important point is that South Korea's voluntary 
guidelines are the direct result of South Korea's covert nuclear 
weapons program -- a program that continued through the 
1980s. When South Korea signed an additional protocol with 
the International Atomic Energy Agency, permitting more 
intrusive access, Seoul admitted to a series of safeguards 
violations through the 1980s (as well as some undeclared 
uranium enrichment work through 2000). Although the 
constituency for building nuclear weapons in today's 
democratic South Korea remains a minority, it is not 
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negligible. Certain conservative politicians routinely call for 
South Korea to acquire nuclear weapons. Although I doubt the 
South Korean government would try to build the bomb, that 
confidence rests on voluntary measures that Seoul has 
accepted to reassure the rest of the world that its nuclear 
weapons ambitions are a thing of the past. Limiting the 
payload and range of its missiles was one of those measures. (I 
should also note that the agreement contains other restrictions, 
including on solid-fueled missiles and cruise missiles, as well 
as provisions for notifying the United States about flight tests 
and other developments. If you are permitted to read the 
cables released by Wikileaks, several convey notifications 
under the "2001 ROK New Missile Guidelines.") 

South Korea was always unhappy with the restrictions 
and persuaded the Clinton administration to ease the 
guidelines in January 2001 as part of an agreement to bring 
South Korea into what is called the Missile Technology 
Control Regime (MTCR). The MTCR is a voluntary cartel 
among states that possess ballistic missile technology, in 
which they agree to restrict exports of ballistic and cruise 
missiles, as well as UAVs, that are capable of carrying a 500-
kilogram payload more than 300 kilometers. The MTCR 
guidelines are widely used as a yardstick -- the sanctions on 
Iran and North Korea use the MTCR guidelines to define 
which items should be considered as missile exports. When 
the United States reached a bilateral disarmament agreement 
with Libya, an important condition was that it surrender all 
missiles captured by the MTCR definition. 

Relaxing the restriction on South Korea's missile 
development from 180 kilometers to the MTCR threshold of 
300 kilometers (with a 500 kilogram payload) was a 
reasonable compromise to bring the ROK into the suppliers' 
cartel. Just so long as the ROK remained within the MTCR 
limits. 

An 800-kilometer ballistic missile, however, is another 
kettle of fish. Why South Korea wants an 800-kilometer range 
missile is also an interesting question. Reportedly, Seoul 
initially asked Washington for permission to build a missile 
capable of carrying 1,000 kilograms a distance of 1,000 
kilometers, citing the need to be able to target all of North 
Korea from Jeju Island, a tourist haven in the waters south of 
the Korean Peninsula. (If true, you have to wonder if there is a 
Korean word for chutzpah.) The final compromise at 500 
kilograms/800 kilometers places all of North Korea within 
range of Daegu, in central Korea. South Korea's national 
security adviser claimed that the purpose of 800-kilometer 
missiles "lies in deterring armed provocations by North 
Korea." If Seoul plans to send conventionally armed missiles 
streaking into North Korea the next time it shells a South 
Korean island or sinks a warship, that seems like a pretty good 
reason not to revise the guidelines. Deterring North Korean 
provocations remains a serious challenge, but it is hard to see 
how ballistic missiles offer much of a response. 

I am not one to think we should forgo useful military 
capabilities just to reassure Pyongyang. Some in the North 
will undoubtedly use this development to support more 
aggressive policies, but others will have their say, too -- and 
none of us knows enough about North Korean leadership 
politics to intervene with any confidence. But this agreement 
does foreclose the possibility of a future deal with North 
Korea to join the ROK in renouncing MTCR-class ballistic 

missiles. The Clinton administration came tantalizingly close 
to such a deal in late 2000 before its time ran out. The Bush 
administration abandoned the negotiations. I had some modest 
hope that the Obama administration would resume such 
efforts, but it was not to be. 

While it is hard to see how this deal makes the situation 
with North Korea much worse than it is, I cannot say the same 
about how relations with China and Japan may fare. Both 
countries are likely to be alarmed, and with good reason. 
Although Tokyo and Beijing are about 1,000 kilometers from 
South Korea, range and payload are interchangeable along a 
curve -- lower the payload and the missile will fly farther. A 
notional 800-kilometer missile could fly more than 1,000 
kilometers if the payload were reduced to 400 kilograms or 
less. In case you were wondering, the nuclear weapons design 
that Pakistan got from China and gave to Libya weighed about 
500 kilograms. Current Pakistani nuclear weapons designs do 
much better than that. There will be defense types in Beijing 
and Tokyo playing with missile fly-out models for the next 
few days. They won't like the results. 

One of the reasons that the conservative paper, Chosun 
Ilbo, gave for seeking a loosening of the missile guidelines? 
South Korea needs to participate in the "frantic arms buildup" 
underway in the region. I am not making that up! If you like 
frantic arms buildups, then this is the policy for you! Here is 
the actual paragraph: 

“But China, Japan and North Korea are already engaged 
in a frantic arms buildup, drastically bolstering their missile 
capability including intercontinental ballistic missiles, or 
developing solid rocket boosters that could be diverted for 
ICBMs.” 

How it is in the U.S. interest to encourage South Korea to 
participate in a regional arms race is beyond me. 

Note, too, the reference to Japan -- which does not, in 
fact, have a military surface-to-surface missile capability and, 
last I checked, was a close U.S. ally. Chosun Ilbo goes out of 
its way to warn that Japan's solid-rocket program "could be 
diverted for ICBMs." Japan and Korea have a poor 
relationship that dates to Japan's brutal colonization of the 
Korean peninsula. While much of the press's attention lately 
has focused on a small number of uninhabited islands disputed 
between China and Japan, Japan and South Korea have been 
playing out a similar drama in smaller scale over the disputed 
Dokdo/Takeshima Islands. The United States has pressed 
South Korea and Japan to sign a bilateral defense accord, but 
the South Koreans backed out. South Korean politicians, when 
discussing the issue of missile range, have a disturbing habit 
of segueing into historical grievances against Japan. 

The reference to ICBMs, by the way, is not an accident. 
Chosun Ilbo has criticized the agreement on the basis that it 
does limit South Korea's development of solid-fueled boosters 
that might be used in a future ICBM program. It is not clear to 
me whether we are supposed to take seriously the envious 
references to ICBMs possessed by neighboring countries. The 
whole notion of a South Korean ICBM seems so far-fetched 
and pointless that it really makes one wonder ifLand of the 
Morning Calm was meant sarcastically. On my blog, Arms 
Control Wonk, I have a review of the various rationales for 
longer-range missiles. 

Then there is the broader erosion of our efforts to curb the 
spread of ballistic missiles. The MTCR is a voluntary regime. 
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Carving out exceptions is dangerous business, given that 
virtually every country wouldn't mind an exception or two, 
especially if there happens to be a multi-billion dollar arms 
sale on the table. The Obama administration will surely argue 
this is not, strictly speaking, an exception to the MTCR 
because South Korea is developing these missiles 
indigenously. (Amazingly, South Korea has now announced 
that an 800-kilometer missile has been in development all 
along and will be ready for deployment in a few years.) But 
South Korea's missiles are based in large part on U.S. 
assistance provided over many years, assistance provided 
largely on the expectation that South Korea would constrain 
its missile program. And South Korea joined the MTCR 
largely on the expectation that participation would make it 
easier for Seoul to import relevant technologies. 

Once upon a time, U.S. policy was based on the notion 
that proliferation was good when our friends did it and bad 
only when our enemies did. At some point, however, what you 
might call enlightened self-interest suggested a different view. 
Since not everyone agreed which countries were good and 
which were bad, a regime of proliferating only to one's friends 

would ultimately be no regime at all. In place of special 
pleading, we put in place rules. Enforcing rules is hard 
enough, but is doubly so when the biggest player gives the 
impression that rules are made to be broken. France and the 
United Kingdom sold what were arguably Category 1 MTCR 
cruise missiles to the United Arab Emirates in the late 1990s 
and Saudi Arabia in 2010. While the latter sale happened 
during the Obama administration, which has made such a fuss 
about proliferation and international agreements, there was 
nary a peep from Foggy Bottom. One senior administration 
official apparently described the State Department folks 
complaining about the sale of cruise missiles to Saudi Arabia 
as "treaty weenies." 

Now another of our friends wants to get into the long-
range missile business and that's fine with us. Well, other 
countries have friends too, and we may not like some of the 
sales we'll see. The treaty weenies may yet have a point. 

Jeffrey Lewis is director of the East Asia Nonproliferation 
Program at the James Martin Center for Nonproliferation 
Studies. 
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34. Protecting Against A ‘Cyber 9/11’ 
(WASHINGTON POST 10 OCT 12) ... Joseph I. Lieberman 

Congress has recessed until after the November elections 
without passing cybersecurity legislation, which a bipartisan 
chorus of prominent defense and intelligence officials says is 
urgently needed to protect our country’s economic and 
national security. 

Director of National Intelligence James Clapper delivered 
an unvarnished assessment of the threat from cyberattacks 
when he told Congress in February: “We all recognize 
[cyberattacks] as a profound threat to this country, to its 
future, to its economy, to its very being.” 

And yet, our cyberdefenses are “woefully lacking,” 
former national intelligence director Michael McConnell has 
said. That’s why Sens. Susan Collins, Jay Rockefeller, Dianne 
Feinstein, Tom Carper and I introduced the Cybersecurity Act 
of 2012 — to require a minimum level of security for the most 
critical privately owned cybernetworks, which will be prime 
targets for attack. But even this was considered “burdensome, 
job-killing, government regulation” by the U.S. Chamber of 
Commerce and its allies in the Senate. 

In the interest of finding common ground, we reluctantly 
cut out a central feature of our bill: requiring that minimum 
cybersecurity standards be applied to the most critical 
cybernetworks upon which our security depends, such as 
water and transportation systems, the electric grid, 
communications systems and financial networks. Instead of 
mandating that key systems meet minimum security standards, 
we agreed to a voluntary program with a carrot: liability 
protections for companies that voluntarily adopt the standards. 
Still, our opponents refused to budge. 

The Chamber of Commerce says that better information-
sharing between the private sector and the government will 
keep us safe from cyberattacks. Our bill contains information-
sharing provisions that have received support from industry 
and privacy and civil liberties advocates as well as from our 
nation’s military and intelligence leaders. 

But information-sharing alone is a half-step, helping only 
some networks some of the time. If critical infrastructure 
systems don’t meet standards that give them the capabilities or 
motivation to act on timely information, or if they fail to 
gather information about threats to share with others, then 
sharing information with them in real time won’t do much 
good. 

Many critical systems don’t even have the personnel or 
technological capabilities to use shared information or to 
gather information to share with others. A joint study by 
Verizon and the Secret Service found that 85 percent of all 
data breaches took weeks to discover and that 92 percent were 
discovered by third parties — usually law enforcement — not 
the systems’ owners. The Chamber of Commerce itself was 
the victim of a sustained, widespread hack by the Chinese, and 
if the FBI had not informed the chamber, who knows how 
long the breach would have gone undetected? As Deputy 
Defense Secretary Ashton Carter pointed out: “There is a 
market failure at work here … companies just aren’t willing to 
admit vulnerability to themselves, or publicly to 
shareholders.” 

Since Congress has not been able to find common ground 
on cybersecurity legislation, I appreciate the president’s stated 
intention to fortify the security of critical cybersystems 
through his executive powers. We know our adversaries are 
already stealing valuable intellectual property and exploiting 
our critical infrastructure to prepare for attack. Under the 
Homeland Security Act of 2002, the Department of Homeland 
Security has clear authority to conduct risk assessments of 
critical infrastructure, identify the systems or assets that are 
most vulnerable to cyberattack, and issue voluntary standards 
for them to maintain adequate cybersecurity. 

Executive action is not the best way to protect the United 
States from cyberattacks. Without congressional action, the 
president cannot offer liability protections to industry to 
reward compliance with voluntary security guidelines. Nor 
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can he require industry to report major cyber-intrusions. But 
the president can encourage owners of critical infrastructure to 
improve their cybersecurity by identifying systems and assets 
that pose the greatest risk and recommending measures 
necessary to protect them. 

Our nation’s security interests should not be at the mercy 
of congressional inaction. An array of current and former 
homeland security secretaries, National Security Agency 
chiefs, CIA directors, national intelligence directors, Joint 
Chiefs of Staff and others who know the extent to which our 
most critical cybersystems have been infiltrated have called on 
Congress to act. We fail to listen at our peril. 

In a letter to the Senate majority and minority leaders this 
summer, former homeland security and defense officials 
Michael Chertoff, Michael McConnell, Paul Wolfo-witz, 
Michael Hayden, Gen. James Cartwright and William J. Lynn 
wrote: “We carry the burden of knowing that 9/11 might have 
been averted with the intelligence that existed at the time. We 
do not want to be in the same position again when ‘cyber 
9/11’ hits — it is not a question of whether this will happen; it 
is a question of when.” 

We must act before another catastrophe occurs. 
Joseph I. Lieberman, an independent, represents 

Connecticut in the U.S. Senate. 
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On This Day In The Navy: 
1813: In Battle of Lake Erie, Commodore Oliver Hazard Perry, flying his "Don't give up the ship" flag, defeats British squadron 
and says: "We have met the enemy and they are ours..." 
 

TOP STORIES: 
1. Territorial Spats Overshadow Asian-Pacific Summit 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 10 SEP 12) ... Paul Mozur, Mitsuru Obe and Alexander Kolyandr 

VLADIVOSTOK, Russia—Asia-Pacific leaders took steps forward on trade and environmental issues at their weekend summit in 
Russia but their progress was overshadowed by continued diplomatic strains across the region. 

 
2. War-Weary U.S. Is Numbed To Drumbeat Of Troop Deaths 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 09 SEP 12) ... Robert Burns 

WASHINGTON -- It was another week at war in Afghanistan, another string of American casualties, and another collective shrug 
by a nation weary of a faraway conflict whose hallmark is its grinding inconclusiveness. 

 
3. SECNAV Talks Terrorism, Piracy On World Tour 
(NAVY TIMES 08 SEP 12) ... Joshua Stewart 

Navy Secretary Ray Mabus is back in the country after a worldwide tour, ending a nearly two-week trip with stops on three 
continents. Along the way, he met with military and government leaders whose countries offer future Navy and Marine Corps 
missions, discussed plans to fight terrorists, pirates and rebels — and took in a football game. 

 

ASIA – PACIFIC: 
4. Tens Of Thousands Protest Osprey Deployment Plan To Okinawa 
(STARS AND STRIPES 09 SEP 12) ... Travis J. Tritten and Chiyomi Sumida 

CAMP FOSTER, Okinawa — Tens of thousands of Japanese protesters gathered Sunday near a U.S. Marine Corps base on 
Okinawa to oppose next month’s planned deployment of MV-22 Osprey aircraft to the island. 

 
5. India Still Wary Of Military Ties With China Ahead Of Joint Drills 
(SOUTH CHINA MORNING POST (HONG KONG) 09 SEP 12) ... Minnie Chan 

Despite progress made during Defence Minister General Liang Guanglie's visit to India last week, analysts say Beijing and New 
Delhi have a long way to go if they want to build a healthy strategic partnership. 

 

AFGHANISTAN: 
6. U.S. Puts Transfer Of Detainees To Afghans On Hold 
(NEW YORK TIMES 10 SEP 12) ... Graham Bowley 

KABUL, Afghanistan — One of the centerpieces of the hand-over of American control to Afghan authority encountered a last-
minute unexpected obstacle on Sunday when the United States paused the transfer of the final couple of dozen Afghan detainees at the 
Parwan detention facility. 
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MIDEAST: 
7. Syria Criticizes France For Supporting Rebels, As Fears Grow Of Islamist Infiltration 
(NEW YORK TIMES 10 SEP 12) ... David D. Kirkpatrick 

CAIRO — The Syrian government accused France of “schizophrenia” on Sunday for pledging to support a peaceful resolution to 
the uprising against President Bashar al-Assad and simultaneously aiding the armed groups driving the insurrection. At the same time, 
a French doctor returning from a rebel-controlled hospital raised new alarms about the presence of foreign Islamist militants in Syria, 
stoking fears that have discouraged the West from more forceful support for the rebels. 

 
8. Turkey Moving Border Refugees 
New policy aimed at displaced Syrians 
(WASHINGTON POST 10 SEP 12) ... William Booth 

ANTAKYA, Turkey -- Turkish authorities have begun knocking on doors of thousands of Syrian refugees here to demand that 
they either enter camps or move deeper inside Turkey, far away from a border region tense with sectarian strife. 

 
9. Clinton: Deep Differences With Russia On Syria 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 09 SEP 12) ... Matthew Lee 

VLADIVOSTOK, Russia — U.S. Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton on Sunday acknowledged deep differences with 
Russia over how to handle the crisis in Syria, saying she would continue to try to convince Moscow to back increased international 
pressure on Syrian President Bashar Assad even if such a step is unlikely. 

 

AMERICAS: 
10. To Smuggle More Drugs, Traffickers Go Under The Sea 
(NEW YORK TIMES 10 SEP 12) ... Michael S. Schmidt and Thom Shanker 

KEY WEST, Fla. — For more than 24 hours last September, a Coast Guard helicopter and speedboat pursued drug traffickers and 
their contraband across the Caribbean Sea. Finally they caught up with the improbable vessel, the latest innovation in the decades-old 
drug war. It was a submarine. 

 

ENERGY: 
11. U.S. Navy Continuing Its Long Tradition Of Energy Transformation 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 09 SEP 12) ... Ray Mabus 

This past July, the Navy made history during the largest maritime exercise in the world, the Rim of the Pacific Exercise 
(RIMPAC), by successfully demonstrating for the first time aircraft and surface-ship operations using advanced drop-in biofuels. 

 
12. USDA And DON Visit To USS Monterey Reinforces Commitment To Greater Energy Security 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 08 SEP 12) ... Deputy Assistant Secretary of the Navy for Energy Public Affairs 

NORFOLK -- U.S. Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack and Deputy Assistant Secretary of the Navy for Energy Tom Hicks toured 
the USS Monterey (CG 61) at Naval Station Norfolk Sept. 8, highlighting the commitment of both agencies to greater energy security 
for the nation's military. 

 

PERSONNEL: 
13. Wider PTS Window Means Better Re-Up Chance 
(NAVY TIMES 17 SEP 12) ... Mark D. Faram 

If you’re up for re-enlistment, there’s now a better chance to secure a quota. 
 

14. Stealing Dad’s Valor 
Dad’s valor Reservist found guilty of claiming father’s award; CO under investigation 
(NAVY TIMES 17 SEP 12) ... Mark D. Faram 

Air Force Tech. Sgt. Grady Monroe Nations received the Distinguished Flying Cross for heroism during combat air rescue 
operations over Laos in 1967. 

 
15. Amphib’s Spice Crackdown 
16 sailors will get booted for drug use after surprise test 
(NAVY TIMES 17 SEP 12) ... Gidget Fuentes 

NAVAL BASE SAN DIEGO — Improved tests to screen for spice netted 16 Sailors aboard the amphibious transport dock New 
Orleans in August, officials said, and all are getting kicked out of the Navy under its zero tolerance policy. 
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16. Billed For The GI Bill 
Tens of thousands paying for a benefit that should be free 
(NAVY TIMES 17 SEP 12) ... George Altman and Bethany Crudele 

Did Uncle Sam charge you $1,200 for a benefit you can get for free? 
 

SEXUAL ASSAULT: 
17. A Marine's Story 
After her nightmare years ago, LI woman hails Pentagon’s tougher rules 
(LONG ISLAND (NY) NEWSDAY 09 SEP 12) ... Martin C Evans 

For Gladys McCoy, a night of drinking in 1989 with fellow Marine Corps recruits went devastatingly awry at a NATO facility in 
Norway. 

 

AVIATION: 
18. Launching A New Era: Navy Creates 1st Unmanned Helicopter Unit 
New definition of pilot? Enlisted Sailors will operate drones 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 09 SEP 12) ... Jeanette Steele 

Ushering in a new era, the Navy next month in Coronado will launch its first unmanned helicopter squadron, which will train 
current pilots and enlisted non-pilots to fly the up to 6,000-lb. drones that may eventually claim a parking spot on every Navy ship. 

 

SUBMARINES: 
19. Nuclear Submarine Fire Sparks Two Navy Probes 
Investigators aim to learn why the blaze spread so fast and to find ways to reduce in-dock hazards 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 10 SEP 12) ... David Sharp 

KITTERY, Maine -- Setting sail aboard a nuclear-powered submarine that can travel deep underwater at speeds topping 30 mph 
with complicated equipment and an arsenal of weapons has inherent danger. But there's potential for a bigger risk when the sub is in 
dock for major work. 

 

CONGRESS / BUDGET: 
20. Administration Misses Deadline On Sequestration Cuts 
(DEFENSE NEWS 10 SEP 12) ... Stephen Losey and Andy Medici 

The administration of President Barack Obama last week missed a key deadline to submit a report on how it would implement 
$109 billion in across-the-board budget cuts scheduled to take effect Jan. 2. 

 

CYBER WARFARE: 
21. Citizen 'Hacktivists' Fight Terror 
Cyber-spies get at extremists from home on their own time. 
(LOS ANGELES TIMES 09 SEP 12) ... Brian Bennett 

BARRE, Ma. --Working from a beige house at the end of a dirt road, Jeff Bardin switches on a laptop, boots up a program that 
obscures his location, and pecks in a passkey to an Internet forum run by an Iraqi branch of Al Qaeda. 

 

BOOKS: 
22. Ex-SEAL On "60 Minutes": Bin Laden Posed Danger 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 09 SEP 12) ... Rashod Ollison and Kimberly Dozier 

Matt Bissonnette, the former Virginia Beach-based Navy SEAL who wrote a memoir about the raid to kill Osama bin Laden, 
appeared on Sunday night’s episode of “60 Minutes.” 

 

OUTREACH: 
23. U.S. Navy Protecting Our Nation's Interests Every Day 
(THE MISSOULIAN (MT) 07 SEP 12) ... Rear Adm. Douglas J. Asbjornsen 

America’s Navy is our nation’s front line in war and in peace, operating on, above and below the sea. Think of the Navy as 
America’s “away team,” deployed around the world, defending our nation’s interests every day. 
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24. Call Them America’s ‘Away Team’ 
(NORMAN (OK) TRANSCRIPT 08 SEP 12) ... Rear Admiral Sean A. Pybus 

NORMAN — America’s Navy is our Nation’s Global Force, operating on, above and in the oceans of the world. Think of the 
Navy as America’s “Away Team,” defending our Nation’s interests every day, everywhere. 

 
25. How The Navy Protects America 
(TULSA (OK) WORLD 09 SEP 12) ... Margaret DeLuca “Peg” Klein 

America's Navy is our nation's front line in war and in peace, operating on, above and below the sea. Think of the Navy as 
America's "away team," deployed around the world, defending our nation's interests every day. 

 

COMMENTARY: 
26. Nuclear Mullahs 
(NEW YORK TIMES 10 SEP 12) ... Bill Keller 

Iran has returned to the front pages after a summer hiatus. Negotiations aimed at preventing the dreaded Persian Bomb have 
resumed their desultory course. Iran, although suffering from the international sanctions choreographed by the Obama administration, 
keeps adding new arrays of centrifuges while insisting the program is strictly nonmilitary. Israel is — or maybe isn’t — edging closer 
to a unilateral strike. The U.S., we learn from The Times’s reliable David Sanger, is considering more and bigger bouts of 
cybersabotage. Meanwhile, the mullahs are shipping arms to their embattled fellow despots in Syria. 

 
27. Geography Strikes Back 
To understand today's global conflicts, forget economics and technology and take a hard look at a map 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 08 SEP 12) ... Robert D. Kaplan 

If you want to know what Russia, China or Iran will do next, don't read their newspapers or ask what our spies have dug up--
consult a map. Geography can reveal as much about a government's aims as its secret councils. More than ideology or domestic 
politics, what fundamentally defines a state is its place on the globe. Maps capture the key facts of history, culture and natural 
resources. With upheaval in the Middle East and a tumultuous political transition in China, look to geography to make sense of it all. 

 
28. Too Small An Ocean 
A proposal for a middle path for America, between confronting China and giving way to it 
(THE ECONOMIST 08 SEP 12) ... Banyan 

“The Pacific is big enough for all of us,” declared Hillary Clinton, America’s secretary of state, on August 31st. Or is it? Xinhua, 
the official Chinese news agency, countered this week that the ocean is also “small enough to create conflicts that can threaten peace 
in the region and the world at large.” Certainly, America and China have recently been bumping heads in the western Pacific. And a 
visit by Mrs. Clinton to Beijing this week served only to underscore the difficulty in managing their rivalry. 

 
29. A New Kind Of Warfare 
(NEW YORK TIMES 10 SEP 12) ... Editorial 

Cybersecurity efforts in the United States have largely centered on defending computer networks against attacks by hackers, 
criminals and foreign governments, mainly China. Increasingly, however, the focus is on developing offensive capabilities, on 
figuring out how and when the United States might unleash its own malware to disrupt an adversary’s networks. That is potentially 
dangerous territory. 

 
30. The Bitter Failure Of The MOVE Act 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 09 SEP 12) ... Editorial 

The MOVE Act, designed to ensure that American men and women serving overseas have every opportunity to vote, in 2009 
required military services to open a voter assistance office on every one of its installations, except for those in a war zone. 

 
31. Survivors Help Families Heal 
Education can teach recognition of danger signs 
(WASHINGTON TIMES 09 SEP 12) ... By Lynda C. Davis 

Today is World Suicide Prevention Day, and this is Suicide Prevention Week. Recent reports from the Departments of Defense 
(DOD) and Veterans Affairs (VA) show the number of U.S. soldiers who have died by their own hand is estimated to be greater than 
the number (6,460) who have died in combat in Afghanistan and Iraq. About 18 veterans kill themselves each day. The loss of these 
dedicated men and women and the numbers of surviving loved ones they leave behind is truly shocking. 
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32. New Worry For Military Families 
(SAN DIEGO UNION TRIBUNE 08 SEP 12) ... Katherine Willey 

We raised our son in Coronado. He’ll be 21 soon – a kid who’d probably be described as “happy” before any other quality about 
him is mentioned. With a parent’s pride, I write that he’s athletic, funny, whip-smart and confident. 

 
33. How Resilient Is Post-9/11 America? 
(NEW YORK TIMES 09 SEP 12) ... Thom Shanker and Eric Schmitt 

WASHINGTON -- Even with the death of Osama bin Laden, the Al Qaeda terrorist network is “evolving” and “adapting” and 
spreading to new havens. The Taliban weathered an American-led troop surge in Afghanistan and is still “resilient.” Hijackings of 
commercial vessels off the Horn of Africa have dropped, but the Somali pirates remain “adaptable” and “flexible.” 
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TOP STORIES: 
1. Territorial Spats Overshadow Asian-Pacific Summit 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 10 SEP 12) ... Paul Mozur, Mitsuru Obe and Alexander Kolyandr 

VLADIVOSTOK, Russia—Asia-Pacific leaders took 
steps forward on trade and environmental issues at their 
weekend summit in Russia but their progress was 
overshadowed by continued diplomatic strains across the 
region. 

The 21 members of the Asia-Pacific Economic 
Cooperation, or APEC, forum agreed on tariff caps for an 
extended list of environmental products and vowed not to raise 
new trade barriers before 2015. 

The meeting of APEC leaders was held in Vladivostok in 
Russia's far east, as European leaders grapple with ways to 
contain a sovereign-debt crisis which has eaten into economic 
growth in that region and sparked concern about a broader 
global slowdown. 

In a joint declaration released at the end of the summit, 
APEC members said events in Europe were adversely 
affecting growth in Asia-Pacific but said they would aim to 
avoid competitive devaluation of their currencies. Developed 
economies including the U.S. have urged export-oriented 
countries in the region, especially China, to support domestic 
demand by not letting their currencies fall too quickly or out 
of step with others. 

But despite that show of unity, and Russian President 
Vladimir Putin calling the agreement on environmental goods 
an "important achievement," the summit was marked by 
continued tensions over territorial claims, disagreement over 
the direction of future trade initiatives and security issues in 
the Middle East. 

China President Hu Jintao and Japanese President 
Yoshihiko Noda held an informal 15-minute discussion 
Sunday amid rising tensions over a Japanese plan to 
nationalize in the coming week islands in the East China Sea 
that China also claims. 

Although the two sides agreed not to disclose the contents 
of the meeting, China's state-run news agency Xinhua released 
a report saying Mr. Hu told Mr. Noda that he was against 
nationalization of the islands—called Diaoyu by China and 
Senkaku by Japan—and that he believed the move would be 
invalid. Japanese officials said the Xinhua report appeared 
intended to draw attention to the dispute, and worried that 
China would only become more intransigent over the issue as 
it approaches a once-in-a-decade leadership transition this fall. 

For China, there was little progress on a separate dispute 
in the South China Sea, after a planned meeting between Mr. 
Hu and Philippine President Benigno Aquino III fell through, 
according to a person familiar with the matter. 

The Russian and U.S. delegations meanwhile remained at 
loggerheads over the deepening crisis in Syria. Speaking on 
the sidelines of the forum, U.S. Secretary of State Hillary 
Clinton said she discussed Syria with Russian officials but 
managed only limited progress. A new United Nations 

resolution sought by Russia and aimed at ending the violence 
in Syria would be pointless if it had "no teeth," as Syrian 
President Bashar al-Assad would ignore it, she said. 

Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov rejected U.S. 
calls for more economic pressure to be placed on Syria, saying 
at a press briefing: "In Syria we are not supporting any 
sanctions because sanctions will not bring about anything." 

Russia also used the summit as a platform for criticism 
after the European Commission recently started an antitrust 
investigation of natural gas giant OAO Gazprom OGZPY 
+3.85%. 

In a Sunday speech Mr. Putin accused European leaders 
of trying to use the company to subsidize what he saw as 
difficulties in Eastern European economies. Gazprom meets 
about a quarter of Europe's gas needs. 

Mr. Putin said Russia's trade—about half of which is with 
the European Union—is shifting toward the Asia-Pacific 
region. He contrasted EU countries, which in his view face 
economic difficulties due to "excessive social guarantees," 
with Asia's growing emerging economies. 

While the various diplomatic rows swirled, questions also 
were raised about APEC's long-term mission to create a 
region-wide free-trade zone, as competing trade organizations 
develop among member states. China, Japan and South Korea 
are set to begin working on a trade agreement with the 
Association of Southeast Asian Nations in November, while 
the U.S. is leading an initiative of its own known as the Trans-
Pacific Partnership with Australia, Canada, and Vietnam, 
among others. 

Although leaders at the summit generally argued the two 
agreements were not in competition, the U.S. push for the TPP 
has alienated some. 

The TPP talks were dealt a setback during the summit 
with Japan deciding not to join the group, primarily because of 
domestic political concerns as the country heads into election 
season. Japan however is expected to eventually join the TPP. 

One bright spot from the meeting was the decision by 
leaders to sign off on an extended list of 54 environmental 
goods, which will have tariffs capped at 5% or less by 2015. 
Just what goods were to be included in the list had been a 
thorny topic since APEC announced the tariff goals last year. 

The list in the end was expanded 54 items from 25 in one 
day. While some countries were unable to get all the items 
they wanted on the list—a person familiar with the matter said 
Indonesia pushed hard but failed to have crude palm oil 
included—they nonetheless rated the agreement highly, as it 
applies to a large industry facing a brewing trade war between 
member nations China and the U.S. 

One senior Japanese trade official said: "If I had to grade 
the agreement, I would give it 100 out of 100." 

Return to Index 
 

2. War-Weary U.S. Is Numbed To Drumbeat Of Troop Deaths 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 09 SEP 12) ... Robert Burns 

WASHINGTON -- It was another week at war in 
Afghanistan, another string of American casualties, and 

another collective shrug by a nation weary of a faraway 
conflict whose hallmark is its grinding inconclusiveness. 
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After nearly 11 years, many by now have grown numb to 
the sting of losing soldiers like Pfc. Shane W. Cantu of 
Corunna, Mich. He died of shrapnel wounds in the remoteness 
of eastern Afghanistan, not far from the getaway route that 
Osama bin Laden took when U.S. forces invaded after Sept. 
11, 2001, and began America's longest war. 

Cantu was 10 back then. 
Nearly every day the Pentagon posts another formulaic 

death notice, each one brief and unadorned, revealing the 
barest of facts - name, age and military unit - but no words 
that might capture the meaning of the loss. 

Cantu, who joined the Italy-based 173rd Airborne Brigade 
on Sept. 11 last year and went to Afghanistan last month, was 
among five U.S. deaths announced this past week, as the 
Democrats and Republicans wrapped up back-to-back 
presidential nominating conventions. 

American troops are still dying in Afghanistan at a pace 
that doesn't often register beyond their hometowns. So far this 
year, it's 31 a month on average, or one per day. National 
attention is drawn, briefly, to grim and arbitrary milestones 
such as the 1,000th and 2,000th war deaths. But days, weeks 
and months pass with little focus by the general public or its 
political leaders on the individuals behind the statistics. 

Each week at war has a certain sameness for those not 
fighting it, yet every week brings distinct pain and sorrow to 
the families who learn that their son or daughter, brother or 
sister, father or mother was killed or wounded. 

Cantu died Aug. 28, but the Pentagon did not publicly 
release his name until Wednesday. He was memorialized by 
his paratrooper "sky soldier" comrades in Italy on Thursday 
and honored in his hometown of Corunna, where the high 
school football coach, Mike Sullivan, was quoted in local 
news reports as saying the energetic and athletic Cantu had 
been "the toughest kid I've ever coached - ever known." 

He would have turned 21 next month. 
His roommate in Afghanistan, Pfc. Cameron Richards, 

23, remembers Cantu as a larger-than-life figure, a guy with 
an infectious smile who took pride in whipping up spaghetti, 
tacos and other dinners on his portable skillet. It was a knack 
he attributed to having grown up with five sisters with whom 
he shared family meal duties. 

"He was the type of person you wanted to be around 
every day," Richards said in a teleephone interview Friday 
from the brigade's headquarters in Italy, where he returned 
after being wounded by shrapnel from a hand grenade two 
weeks before Cantu was killed. 

"When he was in the room you knew he was in the room. 
He'd be the loudest one laughing," he added. "He impacted 
everybody." 

As the war drags on, it remains a faraway puzzle for many 
Americans. Max Boot, a military historian and defense analyst 
at the Council on Foreign Relations, has called Afghanistan 

the "Who Cares?" war. "Few, it seems, do, except for service 
personnel and their families," he wrote recently. "It is almost 
as if the war isn't happening at all." 

One measure of how far the war has receded into the 
background in America is the fact that it was not even 
mentioned by Mitt Romney in his speech last week accepting 
the Republican presidential nomination. President Barack 
Obama has pledged to end the main U.S. combat role in 
Afghanistan by the end of 2014, but current plans call for 
some thousands of U.S. troops to remain long after that to 
train Afghans and hunt terrorists. 

The war remains at the forefront, naturally, for members 
of the military such as Marine Lt. Gen. John Kelly, whose son, 
2nd Lt. Robert M. Kelly, was killed by a roadside bomb in 
southern Afghanistan in November 2010. 

"America as a whole today is certainly not at war, not as a 
country, not as a people," Kelly said in a speech Aug. 28 at the 
American Legion's national convention. Kelly is Defense 
Secretary Leon Panetta's senior military assistant. 

"Only a tiny fraction of American families fear all day 
and every day a knock at the door that will shatter their lives," 
Kelly said. 

That knock came this past week for more families, 
including that of Jeremie S. Border, a 28-year-old Army 
Special Forces staff sergeant from Mesquite, Texas. His alma 
mater, McMurry University, said he graduated in 2006 with 
degrees in sociology and communications. He played four 
seasons for the school's football team, whose players will wear 
a helmet decal bearing his uniform number, 28, for the 
remainder of this season. 

The Pentagon said Tuesday that he was killed by small 
arms fire last Saturday, along with Army Staff Sgt. Jonathan 
P. Schmidt, 28, of Petersburg, Va., a graduate of Thomas Dale 
High School outside Richmond. Schmidt was an explosive 
ordnance disposal expert assigned to a unit based at Fort 
Bragg, N.C. The Fayetteville (N.C.) Observer reported that he 
joined the Army in 2003 and is survived by his wife and one 
son. 

Marine Lance Cpl. Alec R. Terwiske, 21, of Dubois, Ind., 
was killed in combat last Monday in Helmand province. He 
was a reservist with a tank battalion based at Fort Knox, Ky., 
but in Afghanistan he was assigned to a combat engineer 
battalion. The Pentagon provided no details about the 
circumstances of his death. 

Army Spc. Kyle R. Rookey, 23, of Oswego, N.Y., died 
last Sunday in Jalalabad in eastern Afghanistan in a 
noncombat incident. As is standard with noncombat deaths the 
Pentagon offered no other details pending an investigation. 
Rookey is survived by his wife, Victoria, and a daughter, 
Flora, according to a report by CNYCentral.com in Syracuse, 
which said Gov. Andrew Cuomo ordered that flags at all state 
buildings fly at half-staff Friday in Rookey's honor. 

Return to Index 
 

3. SECNAV Talks Terrorism, Piracy On World Tour 
(NAVY TIMES 08 SEP 12) ... Joshua Stewart 

Navy Secretary Ray Mabus is back in the country after a 
worldwide tour, ending a nearly two-week trip with stops on 
three continents. Along the way, he met with military and 
government leaders whose countries offer future Navy and 

Marine Corps missions, discussed plans to fight terrorists, 
pirates and rebels — and took in a football game. 

The trip started Aug. 20, when Mabus arrived in the Five 
Hills Training Area near Ulan Bator, Mongolia, for the end of 
Khaan Quest. The 10th-annual exercise involved 10 nations 
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and 1,000 people training for peacekeeping and humanitarian 
missions, including disaster response. 

Besides meeting with U.S. forces involved in the exercise, 
Mabus spoke with leaders from Mongolia’s parliament and 
military, said Capt. Pamela Kunze, Mabus’ spokeswoman. 

“Certainly, the strategic importance of Mongolia from a 
geographical perspective is pretty obvious,” Kunze said of the 
landlocked nation between Russia and China. 

Up next was a short stop — a few hours, Kunze said — in 
Kabul for a meeting with Marine Gen. John Allen, the top 
commander in Afghanistan, and an all-hands call with sailors 
and Marines. Mabus addressed security in the region, which 
has seen a spike in so-called “green-on-blue” attacks by 
Afghan police and soldiers on U.S. forces. 

After Kabul, Mabus covered five nations in Africa in less 
than a week, stopping in sub-Saharan Kenya and Uganda 
before crossing the continent to visit Togo, Benin and 
Cameroon. Talks varied by location, but counterpiracy and 
counterterrorism measures were discussed, Kunze said. 

In Uganda, Mabus met with officials and discussed efforts 
to address the Lord’s Resistance Army, a rebel group. In 
October, President Obama announced he would send troops to 
central Africa to help regional forces in their hunt for the 
organization’s leader, Joseph Kony. 

Mabus moved from Africa to Europe, arriving in Dublin 
on Aug. 30 and holding a high-powered all-hands meeting the 
next day on the amphibious transport dock Fort McHenry with 
Chief of Naval Operations Adm. Jon Greenert and Master 
Chief Petty Officer of the Navy (SS/SW) Rick West, among 
others. 

Fort McHenry offered tours to more than 1,200 Irish 
citizens as part of the run-up to the Emerald Isle Classic 
football game Sept. 1 between the Naval Academy and Notre 
Dame, which the Mids lost, 50-10. 

Mabus returned to Washington after the game — skipping 
a planned visit to Maine, where he was scheduled to attend a 
naming ceremony for the joint high speed vessel Millinocket. 
The event will be rescheduled. 
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ASIA – PACIFIC: 
4. Tens Of Thousands Protest Osprey Deployment Plan To Okinawa 
(STARS AND STRIPES 09 SEP 12) ... Travis J. Tritten and Chiyomi Sumida 

CAMP FOSTER, Okinawa — Tens of thousands of 
Japanese protesters gathered Sunday near a U.S. Marine Corps 
base on Okinawa to oppose next month’s planned deployment 
of MV-22 Osprey aircraft to the island. 

Local government officials condemned the airplane-
helicopter hybrid as defective, while red-clad opponents 
waved signs calling for the U.S. to halt plans to replace aging 
Marine Corps helicopters at the Futenma air station with 
Ospreys. 

The rally in Ginowan City was one of the largest anti-U.S. 
military demonstrations on the island in recent years and 
underscored the persistent skepticism here over the Osprey’s 
safety, despite U.S. and Japan probes that have so far ruled out 
mechanical failures in two recent accidents that killed or 
injured crew members. 

An emergency landing Friday of an Osprey near Marine 
Corps Air Station New River in North Carolina due to an oil 
leak added fresh fuel to the protest. Masaharu Kina, speaker of 
the Okinawa prefectural assembly, claimed the incident is 
further evidence the aircraft is structurally flawed and should 
not be allowed to fly in Japan. 

“Here on Okinawa, the military is about to carry out the 
deployment plan, ignoring our overwhelming voices against 
it,” Kina said. 

The deployment is part of the Marine Corps’ global effort 
to upgrade its helicopter fleet, which has relied on dual-rotor 
CH-46 Sea Knights for transport since the Vietnam War. The 
service has repeatedly said the Osprey has proven to be one of 
its safest aircraft since it was first put into service in 2007. 

The Marines announced plans last year to deploy Ospreys 
to Futenma, where they will fly routes to U.S. bases on 
Okinawa and mainland Japan. Doubts over the aircraft’s safety 
have dogged the effort for months. 

U.S. and Japan officials have said the Ospreys, some of 
which already have arrived in Japan, will not be allowed to fly 
until their safety is verified, but protest organizers passed a 
resolution calling the aircraft “structurally defective” and 
urged the U.S. and Japan to scrap the deployment plans. 

“No matter how many times the Japanese government 
regurgitates the safety of the Osprey, we will never be 
convinced,” said Shoko Toguchi, 67, of Naha, who joined the 
rally with her daughter and a neighbor. “How many lives have 
to be lost before stopping the aircraft operations?” 

A Marine Corps Osprey crashed in April during a 
Morocco training mission, killing two crew members, and an 
Air Force Osprey spun into the ground in June while training 
at a base in Florida, destroying the $78 million aircraft and 
sending five crew members to the hospital. 

So far, official investigations have found no evidence that 
mechanical malfunctions or design flaws caused the aircraft to 
go down, according to both governments. U.S. and Japan 
investigators blamed the Morocco on the Marine pilots. 

On Tuesday, Japan Defense Minister Satoshi Morimoto is 
scheduled to travel to Okinawa and meet with local leaders to 
discuss the latest results of Japan’s safety probe into the 
Florida crash, according to a ministry spokesman. 

The Japanese findings, which have not yet been 
announced, will complete the pre-deployment safety analysis 
by the two allies, though the ministry declined to comment on 
when a final decision on the Ospreys would be made. 

The Air Force announced Aug. 30 that its investigation 
into the Florida crash found the crew erred by not keeping the 
aircraft out of the propeller wake of another Osprey. 

Last month, Morimoto traveled to Okinawa to tell the 
local government that Japan investigators agreed with a 
Marine Corps finding that the Morocco crash was caused by 
pilots who did not properly heed a tailwind. 
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5. India Still Wary Of Military Ties With China Ahead Of Joint Drills 
(SOUTH CHINA MORNING POST (HONG KONG) 09 SEP 12) ... Minnie Chan 

Despite progress made during Defence Minister General 
Liang Guanglie's visit to India last week, analysts say Beijing 
and New Delhi have a long way to go if they want to build a 
healthy strategic partnership. 

Military build-ups, border disputes and a desire by both 
nations to become a dominant force in Asia would continue to 
weigh on ties between the world's two most populous 
countries, even as their armed forces prepared to resume joint 
exercises, Sino-India experts said. 

Both sides have in recent years bolstered their navies and 
improved infrastructure that could speed the flow of troops to 
the disputed Kashmir border region should there be a repeat of 
their 1962 border war. 

But India is particularly wary of increasing forays into 
South Asia by a resurgent China. China's purchase of a port in 
Pakistan and efforts to build a space port and satellite-
monitoring base in Sri Lanka are among developments that 
have given New Delhi pause. 

Liang's decision to stop in Sri Lanka immediately before 
travelling to India last week only served to underscore 
concerns that some military motivations may be behind the 
projects. 

"The Sri Lankan visit will be watched closely given the 
growing warmth and content of China-Sri Lanka relations," 
said Dr Rajeswari Rajagopalan, a defence analyst at the New 
Delhi-based Observer Research Foundation. 

"The two countries have agreed to strengthen co-
operation across the board and the agreement between the 
Chinese state-owned China Great Wall Industry Corporation 
[CGWIC] and Sri Lanka to co-operate in the space arena has 
not gone unnoticed," she said. 

In July, the Sri Lankan Daily News reported that local 
firm SupremeSat had signed a joint satellite project with 
CGWIC, China's largest satellite-manufacturing company. 

Sri Lanka hopes such a partnership will help the country 
put its own communications satellite into orbit by 2015 and 
send astronauts into space by 2016. 

Last month, the Chinese Ministry of Industry and 
Information Technology confirmed on its website a plan to 
build an eight-hectare satellite and space centre in Sri Landa's 
Kandy city, saying the base would be capable of monitoring 
all satellites orbiting within a broad range overhead. 

Retired satellite expert Wang Xudong , who serves as an 
adviser to the central government, said building a base in Sri 
Lanka could provide a more convenient platform to launch 
weather and disaster-monitoring systems. 

It could also assist its plan to develop its Beidou 
navigation system, which China is trying to establish as a 
regional alternative to the U.S.-controlled GPS, he said, 
acknowledging that such technology could also have military 
applications. 

"China's key motivation for building the satellite-
monitoring centre is based on a desire to make a contribution 

for all mankind," Wang said. "China is in the eastern 
hemisphere, while Sri Lanka is near the equator and South 
Asia, which is a hot spot for tsunami." 

But Wang stressed there should be no military concerns if 
China were to train Sri Lankan astronauts to participate in its 
space programme. 

"A manned space flight mission couldn't be used for a 
military purpose," Wang said. "Our astronaut training base 
could be compared with Nasa's in the United States. Besides 
Sri Lanka, we also welcome other countries to join with our 
space mission and use our space station." 

But Rajagopalan said India remained wary about 
increasing Chinese activity in its backyard. 

"This has been done by extending huge financial 
assistance, as well as military assistance in a few cases, such 
as Pakistan, to the extent of affecting the military balance of 
South Asia," she said. 

"China's proactive approach towards South Asia appears 
to be a result of its own deepening relationship with South 
Asian countries as well as fulfilling its objective to emerge as 
a kind of 'guardian' to all [those] countries." 

During his trip last week, Liang and his Indian 
counterpart, A.K. Antony, announced that the two sides would 
soon restart high-level official exchanges and conduct joint 
maritime search-and-rescue exercises. They would also 
improve co-operation for anti-piracy patrols off the coast of 
Somalia. 

The trip was not without its bumps. Liang caused a small 
stir when he tried to give a 100,000-rupee (HK$13,900) tip to 
two Indian air force pilots who flew him through stormy 
weather. 

The Hindu newspaper also said that before Liang arrived, 
Singapore's PSA International had transferred control of the 
port of Gwadar in the western Pakistani province of 
Baluchistan to a Chinese company, which sparked concerns 
that Beijing could use it as a naval base. 

Liang, for his own part, noted that the People's Liberation 
Army had never established an overseas military base. 

"According to the need of escort missions and other long-
distance voyages, we would also consider having logistics 
supply or short rests at appropriate ports of other countries," 
Liang said in response to written questions submitted by The 
Hindu. "Such logistics-supply activities do not have any 
connection with establishing military bases overseas." 

Sun Shihai, a researcher at the Chinese Academy of 
Social Sciences, pointed out that if the two countries were 
keen on improving bilateral relation, both Beijing and New 
Delhi should give up old concepts such as "big brother of the 
third world countries" and "leading power in South Asia" 
respectively. 

"It's a long way for the two countries to build up a 
strategic partnership as India so far is too sensitive to China's 
military development." 
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AFGHANISTAN: 
6. U.S. Puts Transfer Of Detainees To Afghans On Hold 
(NEW YORK TIMES 10 SEP 12) ... Graham Bowley 

KABUL, Afghanistan — One of the centerpieces of the 
hand-over of American control to Afghan authority 
encountered a last-minute unexpected obstacle on Sunday 
when the United States paused the transfer of the final couple 
of dozen Afghan detainees at the Parwan detention facility. 

The Afghan government said it was going ahead with 
what President Hamid Karzai’s office had characterized as a 
“splendid” transfer ceremony scheduled for Monday at 
Bagram Air Base, where the Parwan prison is, to mark the 
shift in detention operations. But the ceremony looked almost 
certain to take place without all of the roughly 3,000 Afghan 
detainees having been turned over, which was central to the 
memorandum of understanding struck between the two 
countries on March 9. 

That agreement, signed at Mr. Karzai’s demand, set out a 
six-month transfer deadline and reflected rising assertions of 
sovereignty by the president and the Afghan government. 

On Sunday, however, the United States said it was putting 
on hold the transfer of about 30 Afghan detainees because of 
doubts about the government’s commitment to other parts of 
the memorandum of understanding. 

“Some 99 percent of the detainees captured before 9 
March have already been transferred to Afghan authority, but 
we have paused the transfer of the remaining detainees until 
our concerns are met,” Jamie Graybeal, a spokesman for the 
American-led coalition in Afghanistan, said in a statement. 

The coalition would not say what its concerns were, but 
some Afghan officials have raised objections to the system of 
no-trial detention that the United States insisted the Afghan 
government embrace at Parwan. This system allows the 
continued imprisonment of wartime prisoners deemed too 
difficult to prosecute but too dangerous to release. 

The latest frictions seemed to center on a meeting 
between Gen. John R. Allen, the top commander of the 
coalition of American and NATO forces in Afghanistan, and 
Mr. Karzai at the presidential palace on Saturday. 

At the meeting, which was also attended by James 
Cunningham, the American ambassador, General Allen sought 
assurances from Mr. Karzai that he would honor all parts of 
the memorandum of understanding. A local news agency, 
Pajhwok, cited an unidentified official who said a “verbal 
clash erupted” between the two men. 

The United States-led coalition rebutted the report in a 
statement on Sunday, saying “the unnamed source in the story 
provided a massive distortion of the reality of what occurred 
in this conversation between the president and General Allen.” 

Immediately after the meeting on Saturday, Mr. Karzai’s 
office issued a terse statement that seemed to point to at least a 
forceful exchange about the detainees and the facility, saying, 

“Any delay in its hand-over is considered a breach of Afghan 
national sovereignty.” 

Another issue of contention between the coalition and the 
Afghan government has been the hundreds of prisoners 
detained by American forces since March, who are not 
directly covered by the memorandum of understanding. In 
addition, around 50 foreign prisoners, mostly Pakistani, are 
still under American control at Parwan, but Afghan officials 
have said that was not a major issue. 

Some of the more recently detained Afghans are already 
being transferred, but many are likely to remain under 
American control for some time. 

Another major issue is how quickly newly arrested 
Afghans should be surrendered once they are picked up off the 
battlefield. At a news conference on Sunday, Janan Mosazai, 
the Foreign Ministry spokesman, said all Afghan detainees 
would be turned over to the Afghan side “within a maximum 
of 72 hours” — something that might not be acceptable to 
American commanders. 

In an interview, Mr. Mosazai said the transfer as 
envisioned under the March agreement would take place in 
full on Monday despite the statements from the coalition. 
Asked whether the government supported the system of no-
trial detention, he said, “Afghanistan remains strongly 
committed to responsibly taking over control of all detainees 
at Bagram in accordance with Afghan law and our 
international obligations under the Geneva Convention, 
including Additional Protocol II.” In the past, he has said that 
protocol authorized administrative detention. 

American officials said neither General Allen nor Lt. Gen. 
Keith M. Huber, the commander of the American side of the 
detention facility, would attend the transfer ceremony at 
Bagram. Instead, General Huber’s deputy, Brig. Gen. 
VeraLinn Jamieson of the Air Force, was scheduled to 
represent the coalition. 

Rachel Reid, a senior policy adviser on Afghanistan for 
the Open Society Foundations, an advocacy organization that 
last week published a report on the hand-over of the prison, 
said the last-minute disagreement was not surprising, given 
that the two countries had ignored crucial differences in their 
rush to reach an agreement in March. 

“The Afghan government is divided over whether 
internment is legal, and that is giving the Americans pause,” 
she said. 

She said that the relationship between the two sides was 
in flux, and that the fact that the Afghan government could 
raise objections to a previously agreed-upon memorandum of 
understanding showed that the United States was losing 
leverage as coalition forces withdrew. 
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MIDEAST: 
7. Syria Criticizes France For Supporting Rebels, As Fears Grow Of Islamist Infiltration 
(NEW YORK TIMES 10 SEP 12) ... David D. Kirkpatrick 

CAIRO — The Syrian government accused France of 
“schizophrenia” on Sunday for pledging to support a peaceful 

resolution to the uprising against President Bashar al-Assad 
and simultaneously aiding the armed groups driving the 
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insurrection. At the same time, a French doctor returning from 
a rebel-controlled hospital raised new alarms about the 
presence of foreign Islamist militants in Syria, stoking fears 
that have discouraged the West from more forceful support for 
the rebels. 

As the fighting continued, the Syrian military closed in on 
the neighborhood that was once the Yarmouk refugee camp in 
its drive to squeeze the rebels out of the suburbs south of the 
capital, Damascus. The government’s forces blasted 
opposition strongholds with tanks, artillery and helicopter 
gunships. In a government-controlled neighborhood in 
Aleppo, Syria’s largest city, rebels set off a bomb that state 
news media said killed 17 people and wounded more than 40. 

Days after the French government said that it would 
provide humanitarian and reconstruction assistance directly to 
the rebels controlling five Syrian cities, a spokesman for the 
Syrian government accused France of undermining the first 
trip to the region by the new United Nations envoy charged 
with negotiating a peace, Lakhdar Brahimi. 

“On the one hand, it supports Brahimi’s mission, while at 
the same time it makes statements demonstrating that it 
supports the militarization of the crisis in Syria,” the 
spokesman, Jihad Makdissi, said of the French government in 
an interview with The Associated Press. “The only way to 
make Brahimi’s mission a success is the cooperation of all 
parties.” 

The Assad government expressed similar support for 
peace proposals made by the previous envoy, Kofi Annan, but 
failed to curb its military campaign to wipe out the opposition. 
Mr. Annan, the former secretary general of the United 
Nations, quit in frustration. And the Assad government has 
since ruled out any talks with the rebels, dismissing them as 
foreign agents. 

In Paris, a French doctor who just returned from a two-
week medical mission at a rebel-controlled hospital in Aleppo 
said he was surprised by the number of militants from outside 
Syria who had joined the fight with the goal of establishing an 
Islamist government. 

The doctor, Jacques Bérès, 71, a surgeon who is known 
for missions to war zones and who helped found the 
humanitarian group Doctors Without Borders, said in an 
interview with Reuters that he had treated about 40 patients a 
day and that 60 percent were rebel fighters, half of whom were 
from outside Syria. 

“It’s really something strange to see,” he said, according 
to Reuters. “They are directly saying that they aren’t interested 
in Bashar al-Assad’s fall, but are thinking about how to take 
power afterward and set up an Islamic state with Shariah law 
to become part of the world emirate.” 

“Some of them were French and were completely 
fanatical about the future,” he added, according to Reuters. 

Dr. Bérès called the high proportion of foreign Islamist 
fighters in Aleppo a sharp contrast to his impressions on trips 
this spring to makeshift clinics in the cities of Idlib and Homs. 

Activists and rebel fighters who have been interviewed 
over the Internet consistently describe far lower numbers of 
foreign fighters and Islamist militants, and the few reported 
interviews with Islamists have provided little agreement on 
what kind of government they envision— whether along the 
lines of Turkey, Saudi Arabia or Iran, for example. 

Abdulla, an 18-year-old smuggler working along the 
border with Lebanon, said that he had helped several 
foreigners — including two Saudis, two Americans and a 
German — cross into Syria to join a cousin’s brigade in Homs 
and that they all saw the civil war in religious terms. “They 
were all seeking jihad,” he said, and for one American, “the 
only words he knew in Arabic were ‘jihad’ and ‘greetings.’ ” 
(Abdulla, whose full name was withheld for his safety, said he 
was one of about 15 smugglers working the border.) 

Dr. Bérès said that the bombing raids by the Syrian 
government appeared to be indiscriminate and that the death 
toll was far higher than reported. Those reports have put the 
number of dead in the Syrian conflict at more than 21,000. 

“What people have to know is that the number of dead is 
a far cry from what’s been announced,” he told Reuters. “I’d 
say you have to multiply by two to get the real figure.” 

Activists in Aleppo said Sunday that the air force had 
destroyed a military headquarters in the Hanano area of the 
city just a day after a rebel assault had taken it over. Activists 
distributed video that appeared to show the rubble from the 
building and nearby homes. The Local Coordinating 
Committees, an opposition group that tracks the violence, said 
27 civilians and opposition fighters had been killed in Aleppo 
on Sunday and a total of 141 across the country. 

After the bomb went off in a government-controlled area 
of central Aleppo, a rebel brigade, Halab al-Shahbaa, claimed 
responsibility along with two other units, asserting the military 
had turned two nearby hospitals into barracks. The rebels said 
they had collaborated with a military defector inside a hospital 
to plant the bomb, which they said had killed 200 soldiers and 
officers. 

Because the government restricts journalists, such reports 
cannot be confirmed independently. 

In the southern suburbs of Damascus, activists and 
residents said that the Syrian military had trailed residents 
seeking refuge in a neighborhood that grew out of the former 
Yarmouk refugee camp. “The killing follows us,” said a 45-
year-old man of Palestinian origin who gave his name as Abu 
Mohammad. He had fled with his family from the nearby 
neighborhood of Al Hajar Al Aswad back to Yarmouk. 

“It all becomes relative after all,” Abu Salam, an activist 
from the Al Tadamon neighborhood who is now hiding in 
Yarmouk, said in a Skype interview, explaining his decision to 
take shelter in an area where shells were still falling. 
“Everyone in Syria is trying to escape someplace,” he added. 

Most of the roughly 500,000 Palestinians in Syria initially 
sought to stay out of the conflict, and a Palestinian militia 
based in Yarmouk has stayed loyal to Mr. Assad. But some 
Palestinians said Sunday that the government attacks were 
pushing them closer to the rebels. 

“I advise the Assad regime not to lose the half-million 
Palestinian refugees in Syria,” said a 50-year-old Palestinian 
who gave his name as Abu Amjad, noting that he and 
thousands of others had combat experience in Lebanon’s civil 
war. “We are old fighters.” 

Still, Khalid, 28, a fighter near Yarmouk, insisted that 
despite the shelling, the rebels still controlled the streets and 
operated underground in Damascus. 

“I don’t want anything,” he said, holding his Kalashnikov 
rifle. “I just want to see Bashar dead with his family, who 
killed thousands of our people.” 
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Hala Droubi contributed reporting from Dubai, United Arab Emirates. 
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8. Turkey Moving Border Refugees 
New policy aimed at displaced Syrians 
(WASHINGTON POST 10 SEP 12) ... William Booth 

ANTAKYA, Turkey -- Turkish authorities have begun 
knocking on doors of thousands of Syrian refugees here to 
demand that they either enter camps or move deeper inside 
Turkey, far away from a border region tense with sectarian 
strife. 

The surprise crackdown began this weekend, creating a 
panic in the community of about 40,000 Syrians living in 
rented housing in southern Turkey as bewildered families 
were told by government security agents and police to pack 
their belongings and move out. 

Turkish officials said the Syrian refugees -- many of 
whom have proper papers and are living legally in sanctuary 
cities such as Antakya -- are not being sent back to the 
violence and chaos in their homeland, though some Syrian 
activists see it that way. 

The tough measures represent a major shift by the 
government of Turkish Prime Minister Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan, who supports the armed rebellion against Syrian 
President Bashar al-Assad but complains that the United 
States, Europe and the United Nations have abandoned Turkey 
on the front line of a conflict seeping across its border. 

Turkish officials say the new measures are part of an 
effort to regain control of the country’s turnstile borders, while 
calming hostilities in a region of Turkey where many residents 
do not support the Syrian rebels and instead side with Assad. 

In recent weeks, there have been marches in Antakya in 
support of Assad and against the rebels, whom some here 
brand as terrorists. Until 1938, the surrounding Hatay province 
was part of Syria. Some opposition politicians have called for 
the Turkish government to expel all the Syrian refugees. 

The tensions have arisen because Assad and the Syrian 
government elite are members of the minority Alawite sect, an 
offshoot of Shiite Islam, as are many people here in Hatay 
province. 

“We’re not forcing anyone out,” said a senior Turkish 
government official, who spoke on the condition of anonymity 
because of the sensitivity of the issue. “But we have to take 
into account the local tensions.” 

“We’re not talking about a few Syrians,” the official said. 
“We’re talking about tens of thousands of Syrians.” 

Disappointment, Defiance 
About 80,000 Syrians are housed in camps along the 

Turkish border, including many rural farm families and the 
urban poor, and 40,000 other displaced Syrians are living in 
Turkish cities, according to Turkey and the United Nations’ 
refugee agency. 

Turkish officials said Sunday that Syrians who have 
passports and who entered the country legally are free to 
remain in Turkey but will have to move north, away from the 
border, and apply for visas at one of four cities hundreds of 
miles away. This strategy, which is well accepted and has 
been used in other refugee crises, is designed to disperse the 
Syrians and separate them from possible antagonists. 

The Turkish government wants any Syrians who entered 
the country without the proper documents to go to the refugee 

camps, where they would receive food, shelter, medical care 
and schooling for their children. 

For many Syrians, however, a third option was implied: 
They could leave Turkey -- and return to Syria or seek asylum 
in another country. 

“We would prefer to die under the artillery shells in 
Damascus than to suffer such treatment here,” said Ziyad 
Alewi, a young fighter staying with a half-dozen Syrian rebels 
in an apartment filled with cigarette smoke and tea glasses. 

When two police officers came to their door two days 
earlier and told them to leave Antakya, Ahmad Sharaf Aldin 
said, he hobbled to answer the knock, his fractured leg bolted 
together with screws, a victim of an encounter with a Syrian 
army tank. 

“They saw my wounds. They told me to go anyway,” 
Aldin said Sunday. In a back room, he showed a reporter his 
packed bags. The men were going to find another place to live 
but swore they were not going to a camp, where their 
movements would be restricted. 

Some Syrians who heard the same knock suggested that 
they would live underground, maybe in a friendly village in 
the countryside, or disappear into the crowds in Istanbul. 

Others were defiant. 
“We are not leaving. They can take us to prison if they 

insist. We have only patients here,” said Namir al-Naser, a 
doctor and director of a postoperative clinic filled with 60 
wounded rebel fighters who lay on beds, their bodies weeping 
yellow and red stains onto their white bandages. 

Selcuk Unal, a spokesman for the Turkish Foreign 
Ministry, said, “As any nation, we have the right to control our 
borders and immigration” and to know who is in the country. 

Vital Artery For Revolution 
This Turkish border region, just a few hours from key 

Syrian battlegrounds such as Aleppo, is seen as a vital safe 
zone for the Syrian rebellion -- a place for opposition 
commanders to stash their families in safety, for wounded 
combatants to get medical aid, and for the anti- 

Assad movement to marshal supplies and support from 
the outside world. 

“Turkey is the artery that feeds the revolution,” said 
Ammar Martini, a doctor who works at the clinic and just 
returned from a weekly run into Syria to deliver food and 
medicine. 

Martini said that the Syrians in Turkey included refugees 
and combatants and that keeping the rebels and their supply 
lines close to the border were crucial to the Syrian revolution. 

“I can’t do anything for my people if I am 200 miles 
away,” the doctor said. “We need to be here. We want to stay 
here and to help the Turkish government help Syria.” 

The Turkish government’s request to the United Nations 
to create a safe harbor within Syria fizzled. 

As tens of thousands of poor farm families, rebel fighters, 
army deserters and well-to-do business elites have poured into 
Turkey from Syria, the refugees have generally been met with 
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sympathy and good care, most of it paid for by Turkish 
taxpayers. 

But there appear to be limits to the hospitality. The 
Turkish government is giving the rebels and their families just 
enough oxygen to survive, but not enough to thrive, Syrian 
activists say. 

“I am crying now because it will be hard to break apart 
the family,” said Hanadi Mahmoud, who cradled her newborn 

son in the apartment she was soon to abandon, with its newly 
bought used furniture, a microwave and a fan. 

She said that although her husband has a passport and that 
they will travel to a city suggested by the Turkish government, 
the move will not go well. 

“I think, in the end, they will send all of the Syrians to the 
camps,” she said. 
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9. Clinton: Deep Differences With Russia On Syria 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 09 SEP 12) ... Matthew Lee 

VLADIVOSTOK, Russia — U.S. Secretary of State 
Hillary Rodham Clinton on Sunday acknowledged deep 
differences with Russia over how to handle the crisis in Syria, 
saying she would continue to try to convince Moscow to back 
increased international pressure on Syrian President Bashar 
Assad even if such a step is unlikely. 

A day after Russia soundly rejected her call for U.N. 
sanctions to be imposed on Syria if Assad refuses to stop 
fighting and relinquish power, Clinton said she was "realistic" 
in her approach. She said that if the Russians refused to go 
along the United States and its friends would boost their 
support for the Syrian opposition. 

"The United States disagrees with the approach on Syria," 
she told reporters at a news conference at the end of the annual 
Asia Pacific Economic Cooperation forum summit where she 
was filling in for President Barack Obama. "We have to bring 
more pressure to bear on the Assad regime to end the 
bloodshed and begin a political, democratic transition." 

The Obama administration has been hoping to jack up 
pressure on Assad at the upcoming United Nations General 
Assembly session and potentially introduce a new U.N. 
Security Council resolution that would include sanctions. 
Russia and China have blocked three previous similar 
resolutions because they could lead to sanctions. 

In discussions with Russian President Vladimir Putin and 
Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov, Clinton said she had 
underscored the resolution "will only be effective if it includes 
consequences for non-compliance." 

"There is no point in passing a resolution with no teeth 
because we have seen time and time again that Assad will 
ignore it and keep attacking his own people," she said. 

But, she allowed that convincing the Russians would be a 
tough, if not impossible sell. 

"We have to be realistic," she said. "We haven't seen eye-
to-eye with Russia on Syria." 

"That may continue, and if it does continue, then we will 
work with like-minded states to support the Syrian opposition 
to hasten the day when Assad falls and to help prepare Syria 
for a democratic future and help it get back on its feet again," 
she said. 

After meeting Clinton on Saturday, Lavrov said bluntly 
Russia opposes penalties against the Assad government, in 
addition to new ones against Iran over its nuclear program, in 
part because they harm Russian commercial interests. 

"Our American partners have a prevailing tendency to 
threaten and increase pressure, adopt ever more sanctions 
against Syria and against Iran," Lavrov said. "Russia is 
fundamentally against this, since for resolving problems you 
have to engage the countries you are having issues with and 
not isolate them." 

Unilateral U.S. sanctions against Syria and Iran 
increasingly take on an extraterritorial character, directly 
affecting the interests of Russian business, in particular banks, 
he said. 

"We clearly stated that this was unacceptable, and they 
listened to us. What the result will be, I don't know," Lavrov 
said. 

Clinton had told Lavrov that the Security Council needs 
to do more to send "a strong message" to Assad, given the 
escalating level of violence in Syria, said a senior U.S. 
official, adding that the council risks "abrogating its 
responsibility" if it fails to act. The official spoke on condition 
of anonymity because the conversation was private. 

Russia and China have blocked three Security Council 
resolutions that would have punished Syria if the Assad 
government did not accept a negotiated political transition. 
Clinton said in Beijing this past week that the U.S. was 
"disappointed" by the vetoes. 

She had earlier called the actions "appalling" and said 
they put Russia and China on the "wrong side of history." That 
assertion was rejected by Chinese Foreign Minister Yang 
Jiechi at a news conference with Clinton on Wednesday, when 
Yang said history would prove China's position to be correct. 

The question of sanctions against Syria and Iran will be a 
main topic of conversation among officials later this month at 
the U.N. General Assembly. 

Despite Russia's refusal to join the U.S. and its allies in 
seeking more pressure against Syria and Iran, Clinton said the 
Obama administration wants Congress to remove Russia from 
a 1974 law that denies Russia normal trade relations with the 
U.S because of Soviet-era laws restricting the emigration of 
Jews. 

Now that Russia has joined the World Trade 
Organization, membership that the United States long 
supported, Clinton said it would be "ironic" if American 
businesses were unable to do business in Russia because of 
U.S. law. 

Return to Index 
 
 



 14

AMERICAS: 
10. To Smuggle More Drugs, Traffickers Go Under The Sea 
(NEW YORK TIMES 10 SEP 12) ... Michael S. Schmidt and Thom Shanker 

KEY WEST, Fla. — For more than 24 hours last 
September, a Coast Guard helicopter and speedboat pursued 
drug traffickers and their contraband across the Caribbean Sea. 
Finally they caught up with the improbable vessel, the latest 
innovation in the decades-old drug war. It was a submarine. 

The low-slung, diesel-propelled vessel, painted a dark 
shade to blend with the water, was believed to be carrying 
several tons of cocaine. But after the submersible’s crew 
scuttled the vessel and abandoned ship, the Coast Guard was 
able to salvage only two 66-pound bales of narcotics. 

This is the new challenge faced by the United States and 
Latin American countries as narcotics organizations bankroll 
machine shops operating under cover of South America’s 
triple-canopy jungles to build diesel-powered submarines that 
would be the envy of all but a few nations. 

After years of detecting these craft in the less trafficked 
Pacific Ocean, officials have seen a spike in their use in the 
Caribbean over the last year. American authorities have 
discovered at least three models of a new and sophisticated 
drug-trafficking submarine capable of traveling completely 
underwater from South America to the coast of the United 
States. 

The vessel involved in the September chase was an older 
model that was only semi-submersible. That model presents a 
silhouette above water barely larger than a kitchen table, but 
requires a snorkel to bring in air for the diesel engine, which 
has a range of about 3,000 miles. The three newer, fully 
submersible vessels already captured were capable of hauling 
10 tons of cocaine and, by surfacing at night to charge their 
batteries off the onboard diesel engine, could sail beneath the 
surface all the way from Ecuador to Los Angeles. 

With the use of these craft on the rise, American officials 
say they fear that the trafficking networks are moving away 
from so-called fast boats, the high-powered fishing and leisure 
boats that can carry about a ton of cocaine and are easier to 
spot, to semi-submersible and fully submersible vessels that 
can surreptitiously carry many more tons of drugs, which are 
unloaded in shallow waters or transported to shore by small 
boats. 

More troubling for American officials is their belief that 
these vessels could be used by terrorists to transport attackers 
or weapons, though they emphasize that no use of 
submersibles by militants has been detected. 

Drug networks historically were organized to combine the 
tasks of production, transportation and distribution, and they 
have seen little reason to cooperate with terrorists. But these 
new advanced submarines are built in some cases by 
independent contractors who may be more willing to sell the 
vessels to anybody offering the right price. 

“These vessels are seaworthy enough that I have no doubt 
in my mind that if they had enough fuel, they could easily sail 
into a port in the United States,” said Cmdr. Mark J. Fedor of 
the Coast Guard, who commands the cutter Mohawk, the 200-
foot vessel whose fast boat and helicopter interdicted the 
submersible in the Caribbean last September. 

In addition to the Coast Guard ships and aircraft 
patrolling the seas, the American effort includes a 
sophisticated command center that combines intelligence from 

across the United States government and from nations in the 
region, which are increasingly cooperating to battle cocaine 
trafficking. 

This growing American counternarcotics effort is part of a 
larger shift to new missions for the nation’s security and 
intelligence agencies after a decade spent focused on the 
conflicts in Iraq and Afghanistan. 

That mission to sort and analyze intelligence on drug 
trafficking and then coordinate the response occurs around the 
clock behind the walls of an interagency task force in Key 
West, which sent the intelligence report to Commander 
Fedor’s ship and coordinated its response. 

The intelligence report, based on surveillance from a 
Coast Guard plane over the Caribbean and intelligence tidbits 
from nations in Latin America, said the submersible had left 
Colombia headed for Honduras. 

Although the craft was 300 miles away, the Mohawk was 
the closest American vessel to it. So Commander Fedor 
immediately ordered his 100 crew members to direct the ship 
off Honduras to intercept the craft. 

Cocaine-filled submarines and semi-submersible crafts 
“are the Super Bowl of counternarcotics,” Commander Fedor 
said. “When you hear one is moving, you say: ‘Wow. Game 
on.’ ” 

After a day’s travel, the cutter got within a few miles of 
the craft and deployed the cutter’s fast boat and a helicopter. 

Commander Fedor said that as they approached the 
submersible he was on the radio with the intelligence task 
force, getting up-to-the-second information on what the 
submersible was doing. He had similar conversations two 
weeks later as his ship was chasing another sophisticated 
submersible and had to fire on it to stop, a mission also set 
into motion by the intelligence fusion center in Key West. 

Inside the command center, officially known as Joint 
Interagency Task Force-South, the Departments of Homeland 
Security, Justice, State and Defense are joined by intelligence 
agencies and liaison officers from more than a dozen nations 
to analyze threads of information on drug trafficking. The 
600-person task force is in charge of cuing ships, aircraft and 
counternarcotics units on the ground for interdiction missions 
up and down the hemisphere. 

The task force’s commander, Rear Adm. Charles D. 
Michel of the Coast Guard, said that drug interdictions for 
2012 are already up more than 50 percent from a year ago. He 
attributed that to a counternarcotics coalition assembled at 
Key West that is trying innovative and aggressive measures to 
cut off drug traffickers leaving South America. 

The current mission, called Operation Martillo, focuses 
on setting up interdiction “boxes” in two zones off the coast of 
South America where the drugs start their voyage, and two 
more just offshore of the favored transshipment points in 
Honduras and Guatemala, where the drugs are divided up into 
smaller shipments and harder to track. 

Admiral Michel said that while the task force consists 
mostly of Americans, the end game is “getting to 
prosecution,” which requires working “by, with and through 
the local partners” in Central and South America. 
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In 2011, interdiction missions coordinated by the joint 
task force captured 129 tons of cocaine en route to the United 
States — more than five times the cocaine seized over the 
same period by operations in the United States, where agents 
and officers stopped about 24 tons of the drug. 

Even so, three-quarters of potential drug shipments 
identified by the task force are not interdicted, simply because 
there are not enough ships and aircraft available for the 
missions. “My staff watches multi-ton loads go by,” Admiral 
Michel said. 

Joint Interagency Task Force-South has been one of the 
United States government’s best-kept secrets, although it does 
exhibit a flair for dramatic symbolism — if you know what to 
look for. 

Whenever the headquarters contributes intelligence to 
guide a mission that successfully interdicts a large cache of 
cocaine, a flag is raised in the yard. On the banner is a large 
image of a cocaine snowflake with a larger red “X” across the 
center. 
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ENERGY: 
11. U.S. Navy Continuing Its Long Tradition Of Energy Transformation 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 09 SEP 12) ... Ray Mabus 

This past July, the Navy made history during the largest 
maritime exercise in the world, the Rim of the Pacific Exercise 
(RIMPAC), by successfully demonstrating for the first time 
aircraft and surface-ship operations using advanced drop-in 
biofuels. 

Among myriad firsts that day: jets making arrested 
landings and catapult launches off a nuclear-powered carrier 
using biofuels, helicopters lifting off a carrier using biofuels, a 
destroyer refueling while under way, and an instance of air-to-
air refueling with biofuels. 

Blended with aviation gas and marine diesel, the 
advanced biofuels were made from algae and non-food waste 
(used cooking oil). In addition to operating on alternative 
fuels, including nuclear power, our Great Green Fleet 
showcased numerous energy efficiency technologies that will 
increase our range and combat capability. 

The Navy has always been a leader in energy and 
propulsion technologies, moving from sail to coal in the mid-
19th century, to oil at the start of the 20th, to nuclear power in 
the 1950s. The Navy is pursuing energy efficiency measures 
and alternatives because our reliance on foreign oil is a 
significant and well-recognized military vulnerability. Much 
of the world’s oil originates from nations beset by cultural 
strife or worse, and some oppose the United States’ role in the 
world. The international pressures that threaten to disrupt the 
global supply of oil are building at a time when the global 
demand for oil is expected to increase dramatically. 

In 1994, when I became the U.S. ambassador to Saudi 
Arabia, the United States consumed slightly less than 18 
million barrels per day of fuel and China and India consumed 
less than 5 million barrels per day combined. Today, while the 
Energy Information Administration forecasts a modest 
increase of U.S. consumption to 20 million barrels per day, 
consumption in China and India has nearly tripled to 13 
million barrels per day. At this rate, perhaps as early as the 
end of this decade, China and India’s combined consumption 
may surpass ours. Such demand can only place ever-greater 
upward pressure on price. 

Our vulnerability to the rapid and unforeseen changes in 
the price of oil is a huge threat to our readiness. Although the 
biofuel purchase for the demonstration was significant because 
of its size relative to previous purchases for testing, it is only 
four one-hundredths of 1 percent of the Navy’s annual fuel 
consumption. The $12 million spent on biofuels is what the 
Department would pay for an increase of less than 1 cent per 

gallon of oil. As context, in this year alone, the Navy will 
spend more than $500 million in additional fuel costs because 
of rapid oil-price changes. 

I firmly believe the Navy should purchase biofuels for 
sustained operations at prices that are cost-competitive with 
petroleum. That is official Defense Department policy. Several 
studies suggest that could happen within 10 years, but we can 
significantly shorten that timeline if we partner with private 
industry to bring down costs. 

Many times in our history we have supported domestic, 
defense-critical industries when the immediate return on 
investment was not financial, but greater national security and 
increased military strength. 

In the late 1880s, the Navy bought steel from Europe for 
about $150 per ton to make our ships. Navy leadership 
decided our dependence on foreign countries for steel was a 
military vulnerability and sought out domestic suppliers. But 
domestic steel producers could not compete with European 
producers unless the Navy was initially willing to pay three 
times the price. Two decades later, on the eve of World War I, 
U.S. Navy ships were built completely with domestic, 
competitively priced steel. The United States was the greatest 
economic power on Earth, thanks in part to a booming steel 
industry. 

America looked to fuel savings and alternative energy in 
its drive for victory in World War II. In 1944, Congress passed 
the Liquid Synthetic Fuels Act, which authorized $30 million 
(nearly $370 million in 2010 dollars) to construct synthetic-
fuel demonstration plants. The United States paid $58 per 
barrel for that synthetic fuel ($755 in today’s dollars), far 
higher than $15 to $19 per barrel market price for petroleum at 
the time. 

Today, we have an opportunity to make another defense-
critical investment in a viable, domestic alternative fuel 
industry. 

In 2009, I established five energy goals for the Navy, 
including that no later than 2020, we would obtain 50 percent 
of our energy needs from alternative sources. It is an 
ambitious goal that requires a commitment from the top of 
Navy’s leadership and the hardworking men and women in 
uniform who carry out the Navy’s mission. 

I was proud to have Chief of Naval Operations Jonathan 
Greenert and the commanders of U.S. Pacific Fleet and U.S. 
3rd Fleet join me at the RIMPAC demonstration. Since then, 
the Navy has achieved several important milestones, including 
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nearing completion of the testing and certification of one type 
of alternative fuel and the successful demonstration this 
summer. 

Only last year, the (Obama) administration directed the 
departments of Navy, agriculture and energy to accelerate a 
viable, domestic advanced biofuel industry, resulting in a 
commitment by them to contribute $510 million to that effort. 
San Diego is actively involved in developing biofuels; the 
University of California San Diego and San Diego State 
University are conducting important research on biofuel 
feedstock, and are coordinating with local companies. 

These efforts have helped propel the advanced biofuel 
industry forward and contributed to the significant reduction 
in the price of biofuels. Since the Navy’s first purchases in 

2009 for testing, the price per gallon has dropped by more 
than half. I believe that if the Navy can fully pursue its 
initiatives, it will reach cost-competitiveness in 2016 — four 
years ahead of the 2020 target date. 

The Great Green Fleet honors the Great White Fleet that 
circled the globe beginning in 1907 and introduced America as 
a global power. It comprised the most advanced ships of its 
time — battleships made from steel and powered by steam — 
and represented America’s greatness and ingenuity. 

Thanks to the men and women of the Navy, we are 
continuing our long tradition of energy transformation to make 
our nation more secure. 

Ray Mabus is secretary of the Navy. 
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12. USDA And DON Visit To USS Monterey Reinforces Commitment To Greater Energy Security 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 08 SEP 12) ... Deputy Assistant Secretary of the Navy for Energy Public Affairs 

NORFOLK -- U.S. Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack 
and Deputy Assistant Secretary of the Navy for Energy Tom 
Hicks toured the USS Monterey (CG 61) at Naval Station 
Norfolk Sept. 8, highlighting the commitment of both agencies 
to greater energy security for the nation's military. 

During the tour, Vilsack and Hicks discussed the 
tremendous opportunities advanced biofuels hold for reducing 
America's dependence on foreign oil while creating more jobs 
in rural communities. 

"Developing the next generation of advanced biofuels for 
our nation's military is both a national security issue and an 
economic issue," said Vilsack. "By utilizing renewable energy 
produced on American soil, our military forces will become 
less reliant on fuel that has to be transported long distances 
and often through choke points that can be disrupted during 
times of conflict. 

"Meanwhile, a strong and diverse biofuels industry will 
support good-paying jobs in rural America that can't be 
shipped overseas," he continued. "Through this joint effort, 
USDA and the U.S. Navy have the opportunity to create a 
model for American energy security while ensuring the safety 
of our troops and the long term viability of our armed forces." 

"Secretary Vilsack's leadership and the work carried out 
by USDA on alternative fuel is so critical to the Navy's efforts 
to address a critical military vulnerability: our reliance on 
foreign oil," stated U.S. Navy Secretary Ray Mabus. "I am 
grateful that he took the time today to tour USS Monterey and 
meet some of our Sailors. I am sure he came away as 
impressed with their professionalism and skill as I am always 
am." 

This past July, the U.S. Navy completed a demonstration 
of the "Great Green Fleet" using a 50/50 blend of advanced 
hydroprocessed biofuel and conventional fuel to power 
helicopters, jets, a cruiser and two destroyers. The 

demonstration also incorporated technologies designed to 
enhance the combat capability of Navy warships, such as 
energy efficient solid state lighting, stern flaps and shipboard 
"smart voyage" planning decision aid software. 

The July demonstration took place off the coast of Hawaii 
as part of the Rim of the Pacific Exercise (RIMPAC). 
Secretary Mabus observed operations, which included fueling 
helicopters and jets from the deck the USS Nimitz (CVN 68); 
completing arrested landings of aircraft onto a carrier, the first 
ever using biofuels; refueling a destroyer while underway; and 
air-to-air refueling. 

More information on the Great Green Fleet 
demonstration, including a list of participating ships, is 
available here: http://greenfleet.dodlive.mil/energy/great-
green-fleet/. 

"Today's event demonstrates our joint commitment to 
energy security and how the department is exploring ways to 
improve our combat capabilities." said Tom Hicks, deputy 
assistant secretary of the Navy for Energy. "We are excited 
about our partnership with the U.S. Department of Agriculture 
and U.S. Department of Energy to produce advanced biofuels 
for military and commercial use." 

Navy, USDA and DOE recently announced an agreement 
that makes $30 million in funding available to support 
commercialization of "drop-in" biofuel substitutes for diesel 
and jet fuel through the Defense Production Act Title III 
(DPA). The DPA dates back to 1950 and has been used to 
support the industrialization of defense-critical domestic 
industries such as steel, aluminum, titanium, semiconductors, 
beryllium, and radiation-hardened electronics. 

At the same time, DOE announced an additional $32 
million to support research into advanced biofuel technologies 
that are in earlier stages of development. 

View details of the three-agency agreement 
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PERSONNEL: 
13. Wider PTS Window Means Better Re-Up Chance 
(NAVY TIMES 17 SEP 12) ... Mark D. Faram 

If you’re up for re-enlistment, there’s now a better chance 
to secure a quota. 

Navy officials are looking further in the future when 
identifying vacancies under Perform to Serve, the system that 
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ranks Sailors up for re-enlistment by rating, paygrade and 
years of service. In the past, officials have only looked at 
needs one year out. But now they will be looking at three 
years to determine re-up quotas, said Rear Adm. Tony Kurta, 
head of manpower plans for the chief of naval personnel. 

“We call this the ‘quota management tool,’ ” Kurta said. 
“It allows us to expand opportunity to reenlist based on our 
needs further out than ever before.” For example, let’s say 
there are no quotas available this year for second class 
boatswain’s mates. But if community managers are clear to 
look two additional years ahead, they’re more likely to find 
you a spot. 

The PTS system is based on a mathematical formula that, 
in addition to rank, paygrade and years, factors in evaluations 
and some qualifications. 

When it was created in 2003, only Sailors with up to six 
years of service were included. That was expanded to Sailors 
with up to 14 years’ service in 2009. 

Sailors enter the system a year before their end-of-service 
date and are ranked each month for six months — until they 
either get a quota to re-up or are told they’ll not be allowed to 
stay in. 

The new quota time frame stems from the new Perform to 
Serve Executive Steering Committee, a group that has been 
making tweaks to the system since November. 

This committee includes representatives from the chief of 
personnel’s office, both fleet commands and Navy Personnel 
Command. It also includes installation and reserve-unit 
commanders, as well as representatives from the master chief 
petty officer of the Navy’s office. The group meets monthly to 
debate Perform to Serve issues. 

“It’s really a way for these organizations to bring issues 
forward and have them dealt with quickly,” Kurta said. 

The committee has made other PTS tweaks. One 
example: eliminating automatic quotas for Sailors up for re-
enlistment approval if they advance to the next paygrade. 
Instead, the ranked Sailor in each competitive group gets a 
quota each month, even if the system shows there’s no 
vacancy. 

“This sends a message to the fleet that there’s always 
room for the very best, no matter what,” Kurta said. 

He added the group is mulling further changes to PTS that 
would make it more efficient for Sailors negotiating orders. 
Sailors now get PTS approval first, then wait until they enter 
the orders negotiating window six months before transfer. The 
group is also expected to recommend a system in the drilling 
reserves modeled on PTS, Kurta said. 
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14. Stealing Dad’s Valor 
Dad’s valor Reservist found guilty of claiming father’s award; CO under investigation 
(NAVY TIMES 17 SEP 12) ... Mark D. Faram 

Air Force Tech. Sgt. Grady Monroe Nations received the 
Distinguished Flying Cross for heroism during combat air 
rescue operations over Laos in 1967. 

More than four decades later, his son, Grady Wayne 
Nations, would be found guilty of stealing that valor and 
claiming it as his own. 

The younger Nations, now 43 and a first class aviation 
ordnanceman in the Navy Reserve, was convicted Aug. 28 by 
a court martial of seven officers for unlawfully wearing his 
father’s medal. He also was found guilty of making false 
official statements — he somehow managed to work his 
father’s medal citation into his personnel record. 

Nations will receive no jail time for his fakery, which 
included donning the medal during funerals and wearing the 
ribbon daily. He will be reduced in rank to E-1 and 
dishonorably discharged, at which point he will forfeit all pay 
and allowances. 

“We have a responsibility to ensure our Sailors uphold the 
highest standards, and to hold them accountable when they fail 
to do so,” said Cmdr. Alvin “Flex” Plexico, spokesman for 
Navy Recruiting Command. 

Nations declined comment for this article through his 
attorney, who said the Sailor will appeal. Attempts to reach his 
father were unsuccessful. 

Nations might not be the only casualty of his actions: The 
fallout from his conviction has left the future of Cmdr. Sheryl 
Tannahill, commanding officer of Navy Operational Support 
Center Nashville, Tenn., in doubt. 

Her testimony under oath revealed her relationship with 
Nations may have been unduly familiar and violated the 
Navy’s fraternization standards. Nations was working under 

Tannahill’s command while serving as a recruiter assigned to 
Navy Recruiting District Nashville. 

Tannahill is under investigation for her relationship with 
Nations, confirmed Cmdr. Tom Cotton, spokesman for Navy 
Reserve Forces Command. Capt. George Whitbred, head of 
Navy Region Midwest Reserve Component Command, 
initiated the investigation after the Nations trial. 

An O-6 has been assigned to lead the investigation, 
Cotton said. Once complete, Rear Adm. Bryan Cutchen, head 
of the reserve command, will determine whether further action 
is necessary. 

Tannahill, through the spokesman for Navy Reserve 
Forces Command, declined comment for this article. 

A Promising Career 
Nations joined the Navy in 1986 and performed 

admirably. He qualified as a naval aircrewman Sept. 13, 1989 
— allowing him to wear the distinctive gold aircrew wings 
and use the NAC designator after his name. He left Patrol 
Squadron 11 in May 1990 and, after training, reported to Fleet 
Logistics Support Squadron 40. 

He received the Navy Achievement Medal for “superior 
performance” as a schedules petty officer. The citation 
highlighted “exceptional organizational and administrative 
skills.” After eight years, Nations left active duty to pursue a 
career in country music. Shortly thereafter, a lie surfaced in a 
newspaper article featuring the aspiring singer. 

A Mt. Airy (N.C.) News article on Nations published Oct. 
1, 1995, describes him as “a young man with a head full of 
dreams and the desire to make them come true.” He was also 
quoted as saying he’d earned the DFC; the claim went 
unnoticed — or unquestioned. 
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In 1996, Nations joined the Navy Reserve and served four 
months with Fleet Logistics Support Squadron 56 in Norfolk, 
Va., before transferring into the Individual Ready Reserve in 
May. 

His country music career never took off, though some of 
his songs remain available on iTunes. 

Nations stayed in the IRR until shortly after Sept. 11, 
2001, when he returned to a drilling status at NOSC Nashville. 

His performance as a drilling reservist and a member of 
the command’s funeral honors team got him the active duty 
gig as the Navy Operational Support Center Nashville funeral 
honors coordinator. 

Nations would occasionally wear the Distinguished 
Flying Cross medal on his uniform when performing, 
according to court martial testimony, but he didn’t wear the 
ribbon during his day-to-day job. 

By all accounts, Nations was a stellar performer, 
overseeing and performing thousands of active-duty veteran 
burials between October 2006 and September 2010. In 2010, 
he gave up the funeral honors coordinator job to become a 
reserve recruiter, but he continued to work at NOSC and still 
participated in funeral detail. 

His position earned him local notoriety: Nations and his 
command funeral honors team were recognized through 
resolutions by Tennessee’s governor and state legislature. 

“There’s no doubt that AO1 Nations was good at funeral 
honors,” said Lt. Cmdr. Johnny Kelly, a former enlisted who 
oversaw the funeral honors team while a drilling reservist at 
NOSC Nashville. “His practices were tough and he demanded 
perfection, and I’m sure his musical background helped, 
because … he knows how to put on a show.” Kelly is now 
with a Reserve unit in Jacksonville, Fla. 

Tannahill, who took over NOSC Nashville in April 2010, 
testified at the court martial that Nations was so passionate 
about funeral honors he became an expert at it. 

“He had set the bar so high,” Tannahill said. “By the time 
I took command, I was told to keep him on active duty at all 
costs.” 

Fake Flying Cross 
It was in 2011 that Kelly first noticed Nations wearing a 

DFC ribbon. 
“He said he got it on active duty while serving with the 

Air Force, but that it was classified, and he couldn’t talk about 
it,” Kelly told Navy Times. “Seems the classified excuse is 
used a lot by people faking awards. But at the time I let it go 
— but it never sat well with me.” Nations also discussed the 
award with Cmdr. Matthew Grahl, the former NOSC 
Nashville CO, according to the investigation. “I asked 
[Nations] how he earned the award,” Grahl reportedly said. 
“He replied with a cryptic answer of something he did during 
[Operation] Desert Storm as part of VRC-40 with some 
SEALs. Seemed odd to me, as I was in VRC-40 from 1996 to 
1999, and any work we did with the SEALs was purely 
training para-drops and we weren’t trained in any of the 
operational aspects of a SEAL insertion.” Despite his 
reservations, Grahl testified at the trial that he had no reason to 
doubt Nations because of his stellar performance record. 

According to Air Force Personnel Center Public Affairs, 
there are no records that show the Air Force ever awarded a 
DFC to an enlisted member of the Navy, said Michael 
Dickerson, the center’s chief of public affairs. 

“In addition, our research revealed that classified 
information is not authorized on AF decorations and therefore 
conclude that, to our knowledge, no Air Force DFCs have 
been classified,” Dickerson said. 

Even so, Nations managed to dupe the Navy — for a 
while, at least — and add a DFC to his DD 214, the official 
form that summarizes a Sailor’s service to date, training and 
awards. 

In reality, the senior Nations earned the award for heroics 
over central Laos as a rescue crew flight engineer in an HC-
130 Hercules rescue craft. 

His citation reads: “On that date, Sergeant Nations 
contributed immeasurably to the successful execution of a 
rescue mission involving over 100 aircraft. Sergeant Nations 
effectively assisted the pilot and radio operator in maintaining 
communications with the multitude of aircraft involved. His 
outstanding performance during an emergency air-to-air 
refueling of two battle damaged rescue helicopters was a 
direct contribution to their safe recovery.” Nations submitted 
his father’s citation to the Navy, changing the year of the 
action and award date to 1991, according to the Naval 
Inspector General investigation, provided to Navy Times. 

According to the investigation, the NOSC Nashville’s 
personnel support detachment claimed the DFC was verified 
against Nations’ electronic records at Navy Personnel 
Command before the DD 214 was approved and entered into 
his service record. The DFC would remain in his file for more 
than a year before it was discovered and removed. 

Based on testimony during the trial, there were no 
necessary checks and balances in place to flag Nations’ claims 
sooner. 

“In 2010, there was no requirement to cross-check the 
awards against” the Navy Department Awards Web Services, 
testified Jim Giger, records management policy branch head at 
Navy Personnel Command. 

But as of July, officials had changed the policy. All 
incoming award submissions are now validated against 
NDAWS, said Cullin James, spokesman for the Navy 
Personnel Command. 

Nations wore the ribbon daily and occasionally wore the 
medal while doing funeral honors, according to testimony 
from multiple witnesses during the trial. 

It raised suspicion among Sailors at NOSC Nashville. 
Kelly and Lt. j.g. Chris Felts, a supply officer, took it 

upon themselves to seek answers. 
“The story actually changed somewhat every time you 

heard it,” Kelly said. 
On Sept. 22, 2011, Felts called Navy Times to see 

whether the medal could be verified. 
“Many of us doubt he rates this medal, based on his 

stories,” Felts said at the time. “We just want to know if it’s 
real.” Navy Times investigated further, which later informed 
the investigation. 

“[Navy Times’] review of the award certificate raised 
doubts about its authenticity,” the IG report states. 

‘The Admiral’ 
Multiple sources at NOSC Nashville told Navy Times too 

little scrutiny was given to Nations’ tall tales. 
Some attributed it to Nations’ close relationship with 

Tannahill, his CO. 
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While there are no indications of a romantic relationship, 
it was clear during Tannahill’s testimony that she believes 
strongly in Nations and did not doubt his heroism. 

“You will not find another Sailor with more honor,” she 
testified, “He emulates Navy core values.” The prosecution 
countered by asking whether it was honorable to wear a medal 
he didn’t rate while honoring a deceased veteran. “He has 
never honored a veteran wearing that medal,” she testified. 
She was asked later if she’d ever seen Nations wear the award. 
She simply said “no.” “I’ve never seen an enlisted person have 
such pull over an O-5,” Felts said. “We jokingly call him ‘The 
Admiral’ because he can seemingly do anything he wants.” 
During the trial, Tannahill was asked by the prosecution 
whether she ever borrowed Nations’ car for any reason. 

She testified she had been having car problems and 
Nations, along with other petty officers, inspected her car and 
told her she needed new brake pads. She told the court that she 
used his car to get home. She was then asked whether it would 
have been better if she had rented a car or called a family 
member or taxi to take her home. She responded “no” and said 
her use of his car was OK “under the circumstances.” The 
prosecution then asked Tannahill whether she believed her 
actions violated the Navy’s fraternization rules. 

“It depends on the circumstances,” she testified. 
To those attending the trial, this was an indication she 

might have crossed the line with a subordinate. “It was simply 
a known fact in the NOSC that he was special and got 
preferential treatment,” Kelly said. “But if you tried to bring 
up those concerns or discuss anything negative about Petty 
Officer Nations, you were told to shut up.” While on the stand, 
Tannahill told the court that Kelly was “known not to tell the 
truth” and that “he had a reputation for not being truthful.” 
Kelly, when presented with her testimony, submitted to Navy 
Times a positive fitness report he received from Tannahill, 
rating him an early promote. She had also given him a Navy 
Achievement Medal. 

“It was obvious she was trying to protect him and 
discredit me as one of only two witnesses to testify they saw 
Nations wearing the medal,” Kelly said. “All I’ll say is that 
fitness report and [Navy Achievement Medal] aren’t the kind 
of things that a commander normally gives to a liar.” 

Guilty Verdict 

The jury heard three days of testimony and deliberated for 
two hours before returning the guilty verdict on two charges 
— violating Article 134 of the Uniform Code of Military 
Justice for wearing the DFC between Jan. 1, 2010, and Sept. 
23, 2011; and Article 107 for making a false official statement 
by presenting the allegedly forged DFC certificate to his 
command “on or about Sept. 20, 2010,” for inclusion in his 
record. 

Nations’ attorney, Victor Kelly, based in Birmingham, 
Ala., said the sentence of dishonorable discharge was “unduly 
harsh” and that Nations plans to fight it. 

One charge was dropped. Prosecutors tried to argue that 
Nations also failed to rate wearing a Coast Guard Special 
Operations Ribbon. But the judge, Marine Corps Maj. 
Brandon Bolling, ruled Nations had earned that ribbon for 
counterdrug operations in the Caribbean while serving with 
VP-11 in the late 1980s. 

There is missing documentation and discrepancies among 
Nations’ 22 claimed individual and unit awards. But the 
investigators limited themselves to the DFC. 

For example, for Nations to have the combination of 
Southwest Asia Service Medal, Kuwait Liberation Medal 
(Kuwait) and Kuwait Liberation Medal (Saudi Arabia) listed 
in his records, he must have served in theater during the actual 
Desert Storm operation. There is no evidence Nations served 
in the Persian Gulf during Desert Storm and would have 
qualified for these awards, according to information provided 
by Navy Personnel Command. 

Navy legal officials at the Naval Judge Advocate 
General’s office in Washington did say that if more 
misconduct is found, Nations could face further disciplinary 
action. 

The head of Navy Recruiting Command, Rear Adm. Earl 
Gay, must still sign off on the verdict and the sentence. Once 
that occurs, according to Navy legal sources, Nations will 
automatically be reduced to E-1. 

But because of the severity of the discharge he was 
sentenced to, his complete record of trial will be forwarded to 
the Navy and Marine Corps Appellate Review Authority, and 
his case will be reviewed by the Navy-Marine Corps Court of 
Criminal Appeals. 
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15. Amphib’s Spice Crackdown 
16 sailors will get booted for drug use after surprise test 
(NAVY TIMES 17 SEP 12) ... Gidget Fuentes 

NAVAL BASE SAN DIEGO — Improved tests to screen 
for spice netted 16 Sailors aboard the amphibious transport 
dock New Orleans in August, officials said, and all are getting 
kicked out of the Navy under its zero tolerance policy. 

The Sailors had popped positive for use of the illegal 
synthetic drug, said to produce a marijuana-like high, after the 
ship’s skipper, Cmdr. Dennis Jacko, ordered a surprise 
command sweep of urinalysis tests for all crew members in 
late July following their post-deployment leave period. 

The Navy and the Defense Department earlier this year 
began using improved screening tests that better identify 
specific chemicals that spice manufacturers use in products 
they pitch as herbal remedies or fake pot that won’t pop up on 
urinalysis tests. Manufacturers have beaten past testing by 

switching their recipes, and officials had been struggling to 
keep up. 

Jacko said the more accurate testing was pivotal in 
catching the Sailors, including nine of them who were either 
caught using spice or possessing drug paraphernalia — just 
days after that ship-wide urinalysis sweep. 

“They did not think the tests were going to work,” he 
said. 

All nine tested positive for spice, both times. 
“Now that you have a proven test, I think that’s the 

strongest deterrent,” he said. “Detecting it — that is key.” In 
the wake of the bust, Navy touted service officials’ strong 
antispice stance. 
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“The Navy’s policy on substance abuse is pretty clear. It’s 
zero tolerance,” said Vice Adm. Tom Copeman, commander 
of Naval Surface Forces, in a Sept. 6 interview. 

There are no second chances, he said. “You will be 
caught.” The bust on New Orleans is the latest in a string 
involving ship crews this year. The frigate Crommelin saw 13 
crew members busted for spice earlier this year after an 
investigation, and 13 Sailors with the Norfolk, Va.based 
destroyer Mahan were punished and kicked out for using spice 
and other illegal drugs. 

Copeman said the hard stance on illegal drugs shouldn’t 
be news to anyone. 

“It’s pretty clear. We hit them in boot camp and when 
they get to the ship,” he said. “We are getting better at 
deterring them.” Despite the full-court press by the Navy to 
stop spice, Copeman said any drug use “flies in the face of our 
tenets of honor, courage and commitment. It’s very 
disappointing.” 

CO’s Spice-Test Surprise 
Aboard New Orleans, which parked at the BAE Systems 

shipyard on Aug. 13 for a seven-month post-deployment 
overhaul, zero tolerance for drugs has been a message 
hammered among the crew, and it largely has been effective. 
“We are working very hard to get the message across,” Jacko 
said. 

New Orleans returned to San Diego on June 22 following 
a 7½month deployment with the Makin Island Amphibious 
Ready Group and 11th Marine Expeditionary Unit, a trip 
leaders described as very successful and busy. 

Jacko was aware of the problems and dangers of spice, 
and its widespread availability in the community despite the 
federal ban. As far as he knows, he said, no one on the ship 
was using spice during the deployment. The command, just 
like other units, used health and comfort searches and even 
drug-sniffing dogs to ensure Sailors were not bringing 
contraband aboard. 

“We found nothing,” he said, adding that his ship “had no 
performance indicators” that revealed any problems with using 
illicit substances. 

Once the crew settled back from the post-deployment 
leave period in late July, Jacko ordered a surprise command 
sweep, with urinalysis testing for the entire crew. 

While he awaited the results of those screenings — it can 
take 30 days on average — he got a report of suspected spice 
use aboard the ship. New Orleans was at sea in early August, 
returning from participating in Seattle’s “Seafair” Fleet Week, 
when a second class petty officer reported something amiss in 
one of the Marine berthing spaces. 

“It began with … a work center supervisor that realized 
something was wrong,” said Command Master Chief 
(SW/AW) James Honea, New Orleans’ senior enlisted. 
Something in that berthing space “smelled bad to him. He 
didn’t think it was right.” The command quickly got involved. 
Within hours, nine Sailors were identified and found to be 
using or having used spice in violation of Navy and ship rules. 

Later, with positive screenings in hand, several self-
admissions and paraphernalia found in their personal spaces, 
the Navy careers of those Sailors, all still in their first 
enlistments, would soon be over. 

Jacko knew that they faced administrative separation, and 
other-than-honorable discharges were likely. 

“They knew what the Navy policy is,” he said. “I don’t 
have much leeway, nor did I want to have leeway.” He added, 
“It’s disappointing. Some of the Sailors had bright futures.” 
The 16 Sailors, all junior, came from various departments, 
Jacko said, so the hit on a crew of about 380 Sailors is 
minimized somewhat and “there’s no single debilitating loss.” 
“This is where it kicks us — our readiness level,” Honea said. 
“They just completed a deployment,” he said, and they would 
step up into new leadership positions ahead of the next 
deployment. 

The command also was counting on them with helping 
newer Sailors get up to speed, Honea added, so “it does make 
things more difficult.” Jacko said he’s confident the drug cases 
don’t reflect the work and dedication of the Sailors and 
officers aboard. 

“The crew is proud of the ship,” he said. “I don’t think 
that this takes away anything from our crew’s successes. 

“There are 365 other individuals that are working hard.” 
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16. Billed For The GI Bill 
Tens of thousands paying for a benefit that should be free 
(NAVY TIMES 17 SEP 12) ... George Altman and Bethany Crudele 

Did Uncle Sam charge you $1,200 for a benefit you can 
get for free? 

Probably, yes. 
So far this year, 90 percent of recruits across the armed 

services — more than 100,000 people and counting — have 
enrolled in the old Montgomery GI Bill, which requires 
recruits to pay a buy-in fee of $100 a month over their first 12 
months of service. 

More than three years after Congress created the new, free 
Post-9/11 GI Bill, and almost a year after lawmakers enhanced 
it with changes that largely made the old bill irrelevant, 
recruits continue to be automatically enrolled in the old GI 
Bill, because the law still states that all troops must be 
enrolled in the Montgomery GI Bill unless they specifically 
request to opt out. 

The Pentagon and military officials defended the old GI 
Bill, saying there are still cases in which it is the better benefit. 

The Post-9/11 GI Bill requires no contribution from 
troops and provides a far more generous benefits package than 
the Montgomery GI Bill, including full tuition at instate public 
schools or at private schools up to $17,500 a semester; 
housing allowance at married E-5 rates, plus money for books, 
tutors and testing — and even the ability to transfer benefits to 
spouses or children if you serve at least six years and agree to 
serve a total of 10. It also offers vets a longer window in 
which to use their benefits: 15 years versus 10 for the 
Montgomery GI Bill. 

Troops who buy into the Montgomery GI Bill — both 
those who did so before the new bill’s creation and those who 
did so afterward — can switch programs, but there’s only one 
way to get your money back: You have to exhaust every bit of 
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your Post-9/11 GI Bill benefits. Otherwise, consider it a 
donation to the federal treasury. 

Military officials said they believe there are still some 
situations in which the Montgomery GI Bill would be better 
than the Post-9/11 plan. 

Students attending low-cost schools in low-rent areas 
could pocket some money under the old program, and they 
would also have the possibility of qualifying for an extra year 
of benefits. 

“If you want your most options available — that doesn’t 
paint you into a box — Montgomery GI Bill is the best way to 
start,” said Master Sgt. John Haley, an Air Force education 
benefits instructor supervisor. 

The Montgomery GI Bill pays up to $1,473 per month 
directly to the student, unlike the Post-9/11 GI Bill, which is 
tied to actual tuition and fee rates and paid to the school. Rates 
increase each year; on Oct. 1, the maximum monthly MGIB 
payment will increase to $1,564. 

So in some cases, such as students enrolled at low-cost 
community colleges in rural areas where housing costs are 
low, it’s possible to pocket a little cash with the MGIB. But 
the biggest gap between the programs vanished last year when 
Congress expanded the Post-9/11 GI Bill to cover vocational 
and technical training, which previously had been covered 
only by the MGIB. 

With that, veterans advocates say, the Post-9/11 GI Bill is 
the clearly superior benefit in all but the rarest of 
circumstances. 

“There’s no need for [recruits] to have their pay reduced 
$1,200 the first year that they put on the uniform of the United 
States,” said Robert Norton of the Military Officers 
Association of America. “All of them should be encouraged to 
opt out of the old GI Bill.” 

Opt Out Or Pay Up 
Opting out is not so easy. 
The law and Pentagon policy dictate that recruits can opt 

out of the Montgomery GI Bill only within their first two 
weeks of basic training. 

But given the stresses of those first days of training, these 
mostly 18-, 19- and 20-year-olds may be unlikely to say or do 
anything that might bring them undue attention. Nor are they 
likely to understand the nuanced differences between the 
benefits or to make a wise financial decision at a time when 
their heads are spinning from the shock of their sudden 
immersion into military life. 

“It really doesn’t make much sense,” said Michael 
Dakduk, a former Marine who used tuition assistance and the 
GI Bill to get his degree and is now executive director of 
Student Veterans of America. “That’s just mind-boggling.” 
Once a service member is enrolled in the old program, the 
paycheck deductions continue for the entire first year and 
can’t be stopped. 

To complicate the decision just a bit more, troops are also 
informed of their option to pay an additional (nonrefundable) 
$600 into the Montgomery GI Bill — known as a “kicker” — 
to get $5,400 in additional benefits. It sounds like a great deal 
— but even that extra money is unlikely to make the 
Montgomery GI Bill more valuable than the Post-9/11 GI Bill. 

Different Branches, Same Story 

Throughout the services, about nine in 10 recruits have 
been enrolled in the Montgomery GI Bill — except for those 
at Marine Corps Recruit Depot Parris Island, S.C. 

In 2010 and 2011, the number of recruits at Parris Island 
opting out of the Montgomery GI Bill barely hit double digits. 
But this year, more than 6,200 recruits — 60 percent of Parris 
Island’s graduates through August — have declined the old 
program. 

In contrast, only 10 new Marines at Marine Corps Recruit 
Depot San Diego declined the Montgomery GI Bill over the 
same period. 

According to descriptions provided by a Marine Corps 
official, the discrepancy may be a result of different education 
benefit briefings at each depot. 

Parris Island provides a chart comparing the benefits of 
the two GI Bill programs, and recruits have time to consider 
the options and decide on the spot. San Diego provides “brief 
descriptions” of the programs but doesn’t ask recruits to 
choose until days later. 

Every other place that trains recruits is signing them up 
for the Montgomery GI Bill by the thousands. 

Both the Navy and the Air Force enrolled 88 percent of 
2012 recruits in the old program, more than 35,000 in all. And 
the Army was even worse, enrolling 99 percent, or nearly 
61,000 recruits, in the Montgomery GI Bill during this fiscal 
year, according to Army data. 

In fact, the percentage of Army recruits enrolled in the 
Montgomery GI Bill has steadily increased since 2010. Army 
officials would not speculate on the reason. 

‘Following The Money’ 
Navy and Air Force officials who help explain GI Bill 

benefits said they can’t recommend that troops sign up for 
either program and must leave it to individuals to decide on 
their best fit. 

“We’re not allowed to sell one or the other,” said Navy 
Petty Officer 1st Class Carl Latorre, who advises recruits at 
Naval Station Great Lakes, Ill. “We can’t even tell [recruits] 
which one we have.” But an Army master sergeant who briefs 
recruits on GI Bill benefits expressed no such reservations. He 
said signing up for the Montgomery GI Bill is a “no brainer” 
and he “absolutely” recommends that recruits do so. 

But the master sergeant expressed the incorrect belief that 
recruits must pay into the Montgomery GI Bill to become 
eligible later for the Post-9/11 GI Bill. 

In fact, Post-9/11 GI Bill eligibility is based solely on 
cumulative active duty time since Sept. 11, 2001. Anyone who 
completes three years of active duty after that date qualifies 
for full Post-9/11 GI Bill benefits, even if they never paid into 
the Montgomery GI Bill. 

The master sergeant might have been confused by another 
wrinkle in the law, one that allows troops who use up all of 
their Montgomery GI Bill benefits to qualify for an additional 
12 months of Post-9/11 GI Bill benefits. 

But even that extra year won’t make up the difference in 
the programs, notes MOAA’s Norton. 

Norton acknowledged that the Montgomery GI Bill may 
be a slightly better deal in areas with very low living costs, but 
he characterized that as a rare exception. Troops and vets, 
meanwhile, seem to figure that out on their own pretty 
quickly. The number of people actually using Post-9/11 GI 
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Bill benefits has soared since that program began, while the 
number using the Montgomery GI Bill is plummeting. 

“What are veterans doing?” asked Norton. “They’re 
following the money.” 

Capitol Hill Mum 
The services point out that they follow current law in 

continuing to make the Montgomery GI Bill the default choice 
for recruits, and that any changes would have to come from 
Congress. 

Both the MOAA’s Norton and SVA’s Dakduk said 
Congress should simply eliminate the Montgomery GI Bill. 

Norton speculated that Congress may be reluctant to give 
up those $1,200 buy-in fees. 

“For all those troops who don’t opt out, that is a cost-
avoidance for the [government],” he said. “That’s 90,000 [per 
year] times $1,200. That’s a chunk of change.” In fact, 
legislation drafted in late 2010 that led to major improvements 
in the Post-9/11 Bill originally included a proposal to kill the 
Montgomery GI Bill. 

But that proposal was one of only a few to be dropped 
from the final legislation, probably because an overarching 
goal was to ensure that improvements to the new program did 
not further add to the government’s overall costs to provide GI 
Bill benefits. 

A spokesman for Sen. Jim Webb, the Virginia Democrat 
and former Navy secretary who was the driving force behind 
the creation of the Post-9/11 GI Bill, declined repeated 
requests for comment. 

Rep. Jeff Miller, R-Fla., chairman of the House Veterans’ 
Affairs Committee, and his staff also declined to directly 
respond to questions about the matter. 

Instead, Miller emailed a brief statement to Military 
Times lauding the GI Bill and saying that troops “need to be 
informed about their educational benefits” and should have 
“flexibility” in their pursuit of higher education. 

For too many, the necessary understanding comes well 
after they have already ponied up $1,200 for a benefit that is 
widely advertised by recruiters and Congress as free. 

How To Get Your $1,200 Back 

Montgomery GI Bill refunds have escalated annually 
since the first were doled out in 2010, from nearly $60,000 
that year to nearly $500,000 in 2011 and close to $790,000 in 
just the first three months of 2012. 

But getting back that $1,200 enrollment fee is not simple. 
There’s only one way to do it: You must use up all your Post-
9/11 GI Bill benefits, which typically cover 36 months of 
schooling. 

And if you use any of your Montgomery GI Bill benefits 
before applying to the Veterans Affairs Department to switch 
to the Post-9/11 GI Bill, your refund will be less than the full 
$1,200 you paid. 

Such refunds are added to the final monthly housing 
allowance payment under the Post-9/11 GI Bill. 

Ways to get your money back: 
If you have no college credits: 
With no or very few credits under your belt, going to 

college full time and completing a bachelor’s degree under the 
Post-9/11 GI Bill likely will get you close to exhausting your 
benefits and triggering the automatic $1,200 refund. 

If you’ve earned some credits while in uniform: 
If your credits add up to a year or more and you won’t use 

up all of your months of Post-9/11 GI Bill benefits completing 
a fouryear degree, you could plan to finish your bachelor’s and 
then pursue a master’s degree with your remaining months. 
Alternatively, if you’ve served at least six years and plan to 
commit to another four, you can elect to share some or all of 
your Post-9/11 GI Bill benefits with your spouse, or with your 
children if you’ve served at least 10 years. 

If you already have a degree: 
You could pursue an advanced degree — these often 

translate to higher salaries and better civilian job prospects — 
and still transfer a portion of your benefits to a spouse or child 
if you meet the service requirements. 

If you want a vocational or technical degree: 
These degrees, which typically take two years or less to 

complete, could leave you with benefits to spare, meaning you 
wouldn’t trigger the $1,200 refund. In this case, think about 
earning multiple credentials: Pair welding with aircraft 
manufacturing and avionics, for example. 
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SEXUAL ASSAULT: 
17. A Marine's Story 
After her nightmare years ago, LI woman hails Pentagon’s tougher rules 
(LONG ISLAND (NY) NEWSDAY 09 SEP 12) ... Martin C Evans 

For Gladys McCoy, a night of drinking in 1989 with 
fellow Marine Corps recruits went devastatingly awry at a 
NATO facility in Norway. 

McCoy, then a 20-year-old radio operator from Far 
Rockaway, was just months out of boot camp and still 
struggling to fit in with her male colleagues. When some of 
them retreated to a "drinking tent" for a night of beer and 
camaraderie, McCoy said, she went willingly and drank 
heartily. 

At the end of the night, she said, two fellow Marines 
offered to escort her back to her sleeping quarters. Instead, 
they took her to a secluded supply tent. A night of sexual 
abuse followed, she later told Marine investigators. 

The incident was investigated by McCoy's chain of 
command as a sexual assault, according to documents 
compiled by the then U.S. Naval Investigative Service and 
shared with Newsday by McCoy. 

According to the documents, Marine officials closed the 
investigation, saying they could not determine whether the 
sexual activity was "consensual or against her will." 

"My friends, my brothers in arms, I couldn't trust them 
anymore," said McCoy, 43, who now lives in Ronkonkoma. 

Scandal Spurs New Rules 
The incident in Norway occurred two years before the 

1991 Tailhook scandal - in which Navy and Marine aviators 
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were accused of sexually assaulting women at a Las Vegas 
convention. 

Tailhook focused attention on the abuse of women in the 
military, and effectively ended the careers of dozens of Navy 
and Marine Corps officers, including several admirals. Since 
then, the Pentagon has regularly announced new policies 
designed to reduce sexual assaults. 

And earlier this year, the military adopted a new rule that 
makes it far more likely that incidents like the one McCoy 
encountered would result in criminal convictions by a military 
court. 

An amendment to Article 120 of the Uniform Code of 
Criminal Justice, the military's law book, clarified the 
definition of sexual assault to include sex with anyone 
"incapable of consenting" due to "impairment by any drug, 
intoxicant or other similar substance." 

McCoy said she is encouraged by the Pentagon's recent 
actions. 

"Just knowing that the military is recognizing its 
existence as a problem comforts me," she said. "And the fact 
that there are more treatment centers, and that more victims 
are speaking out, tells me we don't have to be afraid." 

Since Tailhook, the number of reported sexual assaults in 
the U.S. military has grown, according to Pentagon officials. 

There were 3,192 cases of sexual assault reported in the 
military in the fiscal year that ended Sept. 30, according to the 
Pentagon, up from 2,688 four years earlier. 

But Pentagon officials say that fewer than one in six 
assault victims contact authorities, and estimate the actual 
number of assaults last fiscal year in the military at 19,000. 

'Lack Of Enforcement' 
"It's not that the letter of the law is deficient, it's really a 

lack of enforcement," said Rachel Natelson, legal director for 
Service Women's Action Network, a New York City-based 
organization that advocates for women in the military. "And 
often for victims, these issues don't end with their service in 
the military. They can be very destabilizing and follow people 
into civilian life." 

A Marine Corps spokesperson said McCoy's allegations 
involved a personnel matter handled administratively more 
than two decades ago. The spokesperson said it was unlikely 
that records of the incident could be found in time for 
publication of this article. 

McCoy said although she was frustrated that the men she 
said assaulted her were never court-martialed, she decided to 
try to put the incident behind her. She left the Marines when 
her first enlistment ended in 1991. 

She had married a fellow Marine in 1990 and had a 
daughter in 1991. When that marriage broke up in 1998, she 
married again and sought the anonymity of life in West 
Virginia. 

"I buried my feelings," she said. 
But McCoy, who has worked as a DJ, said she developed 

extreme anxieties related to the assault about four years ago, 
about the time her daughter turned 18. She said she worried 
that her daughter would be assaulted. 

She said she was fearful of being alone with men. She hid 
weapons around her house, which she rarely left because of 
fears of being attacked. 

"It got to the point where I couldn't function without 
alcohol in my system," McCoy said. 

Long-Term Effect 
She eventually suffered a nervous breakdown, and spent 

10 days in a West Virginia psychiatric ward. It was there that 
therapists persuaded her to talk about what happened in 
Norway. 

McCoy, who lives with her second husband and young 
son, said she applied three times for disability benefits related 
to the 1989 assault before she was approved last year by the 
federal Department of Veterans Affairs. 

McCoy began receiving thrice-weekly psychotherapy 
sessions at the Women's Wellness Center, on the VA's 
Northport medical campus. But fears about being in public 
overwhelmed her, she said, and she no longer attends regular 
therapy sessions. 

Along with the change to the Uniform Code of Criminal 
Justice, Pentagon officials point to other recent steps they say 
are designed to boost prosecutions, and to help victims cope. 

"I can tell you, Secretary of Defense [Leon] Panetta has 
made an absolute commitment that one case of sexual assault 
in the military is too many," Col. Alan R. Metzle, deputy 
director of the Defense Department's Sexual Assault 
Prevention and Response Office, said in an interview. 

Last December, the Pentagon announced a new policy 
intended to shield individuals who file complaints of sexual 
misconduct from intimidation by commanding officers or 
predatory colleagues. Under that change, they can quickly 
transfer from their unit or installation. 

In January, Panetta announced new rules requiring that 
the decision whether to bring charges against a military sex 
crime suspect be handled by higher-ranking officers only - 
colonels or ships' captains. In the past, that decision was made 
by a suspect's immediate commander. 
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AVIATION: 
18. Launching A New Era: Navy Creates 1st Unmanned Helicopter Unit 
New definition of pilot? Enlisted Sailors will operate drones 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 09 SEP 12) ... Jeanette Steele 

Ushering in a new era, the Navy next month in Coronado 
will launch its first unmanned helicopter squadron, which will 
train current pilots and enlisted non-pilots to fly the up to 
6,000-lb. drones that may eventually claim a parking spot on 
every Navy ship. 

The Navy is using helicopters more often -- saying they 
multitask better than an airplane -- and now it is cementing its 
commitment to the unmanned version. 

“It’s an exciting time for naval aviation. It’ll be 
interesting to see where it all goes. It’s definitely the path 
forward,” said Capt. Frank Harrison, a senior helicopter pilot 
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who is leading the fleet integration team for unmanned 
helicopters. 

“I think aviators are pretty good at adapting. So I think 
these guys will ace this. And there will be young enlisted studs 
getting a piece of the action and having a ball doing that.” 

Aircraft won’t hit the tarmac at North Island Naval Air 
Station until 2014. At that point, San Diegans will see the 
MQ-8C Fire Scout, a newer, bigger version of the 6-year-old 
Northrop Grumman Fire Scout designed in Rancho Bernardo. 

The update is being developed to fly longer and carry 
cargo. The Navy is still negotiating the price for those with 
Northrop Grumman, said a spokeswoman at Naval Air 
Systems Command in Patuxent River, Md. 

The squadron will also train people to fly the MQ-8B Fire 
Scout, the earlier $10 million version of the Northrop 
Grumman vehicle that is about the size of a news helicopter. 
Those craft will be stored in Ventura County at Point Mugu. 

Like the other U.S. military services, the Navy is 
embracing drones in a major way after the unmanned aircrafts 
have proven their worth for surveillance and firepower in Iraq 
and Afghanistan. 

The Navy has tested the Fire Scout on frigates deploying 
from Mayport, Fla. The Navy is also developing an unmanned 
jet that will eventually launch from an aircraft carrier. 

Now, the focus is shifting to San Diego. 
The North Island squadron, to be called the HUQ-1 

Hydras, will operate the larger MQ-8C drones off of warships 
such as destroyers and frigates. Nine units from the squadron 
will be available to dispatch with these vessels on regular six 
or seven-month deployments. 

Pilots trained at the squadron also will fly smaller MQ-8B 
drones off of the Navy’s new littoral combat ships. 

That ship class is a new, high-tech addition to the Navy 
that was designed from the keel up to incorporate drones. Up 
to 16 LCS will be dispatched to San Diego. Aviators who 
serve on littorals will be traditional MH-60 helicopter pilots 
who have the added job of flying drones while aboard ship. 

As many as 28 MQ-8C Fire Scouts will belong to the 
North Island squadron, which will be the Navy’s entire 
inventory of that version. Over time, the Navy intends to 
purchase up to 168 MQ-8Bs fleetwide, a Naval Air Systems 
Command spokeswoman said. 

The main task of these small craft will be reconnaissance 
and intelligence gathering, Harrison said. For instance, if a 

Navy ship picks up an unknown vessel on radar, the skipper 
can dispatch a drone to read the boat’s name with its infrared 
camera. 

The lighter drone burns less gas and therefore can stay in 
the air longer than a traditional heavier helicopter, for which 
the fatigue of the crew also limits the length of a mission. 

Harrison said he’s not versed on plans to arm the Fire 
Scouts. 

One of their fixed-wing counterparts, the Predator flown 
by the Air Force, has been carrying out air strikes in 
Afghanistan for several years. But that craft needs an airport 
with a runway to take off and land. 

Naval historian and analyst Norman Friedman said it’s 
possible the Navy could put Hellfire missiles on the Fire 
Scout, or other weapons. Also, the still-developing unmanned 
carrier jet, the X-47B, will be designed to carry arms. 

“Supposing the war on terror continues for a long time, 
and people don’t accept us in their countries for basing,” said 
Friedman, author of the 2010 book “Unmanned Combat Air 
Vehicles: A New Kind of Carrier Aviation.” 

“In that case whatever is going to knock out theater 
operators in that war, is going to have to come from the sea.” 

It’s a new era for the Navy, in regard to what the term 
“pilot” means. For the first time, enlisted people will be flying 
large aerial vehicles – mostly the province of officers 
throughout the 100-year history of naval aviation. 

In contrast, the Air Force only allows officers to pilot its 
drones, according to people familiar with the operation. 

The Navy’s new “pilot” Sailors – probably first-class 
petty officers and above, Harrison said – will receive a five to 
six-month training course. 

The officers who are already helicopter pilots will get a 
shorter version, only five or six weeks. 

In what may be viewed as a relief for some San Diegans – 
or a missed opportunity for others – the Navy will not fly 
these unmanned helicopters off of the North Island tarmac. 
The crafts will be trucked to San Diego Naval based to be 
craned aboard ships before deployment. 

Harrison said it’s a safety precaution. These aircraft 
“aren’t bumper cars,” he said. 

“San Diego is an extremely busy piece of air space,” he 
said. “So just from a risk-management perspective, it probably 
just makes more sense not to fly them here, if you don’t have 
to.” 
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SUBMARINES: 
19. Nuclear Submarine Fire Sparks Two Navy Probes 
Investigators aim to learn why the blaze spread so fast and to find ways to reduce in-dock hazards 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 10 SEP 12) ... David Sharp 

KITTERY, Maine -- Setting sail aboard a nuclear-
powered submarine that can travel deep underwater at speeds 
topping 30 mph with complicated equipment and an arsenal of 
weapons has inherent danger. But there's potential for a bigger 
risk when the sub is in dock for major work. 

Submarines that are being overhauled, like the USS 
Miami, which suffered $450 million in damage in a fire in 
May, are often crowded with shipyard workers and equipment. 
Temporary systems are established and there are cables 

running throughout the sub. Deck plating is sometimes 
removed, creating holes in passageways. 

"Submarines face different dangers, perhaps bigger ones, 
when they're being overhauled or repaired in an industrial 
setting," said Peter Bowman, a retired Navy captain and 
former Portsmouth Naval Shipyard commander. 

On the USS Miami, those who battled the fire that started 
May 23 said it knocked out lighting, and a crew member broke 
ribs when he fell into a hole. 
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It took the efforts of more than 100 firefighters to save the 
USS Miami in dry dock at Portsmouth Naval Shipyard after a 
civilian shipyard worker allegedly set a fire that quickly 
spread through its forward compartments. 

Two Navy panels are continuing wide-ranging 
investigations aimed at identifying factors that contributed to 
the rapid spread of the fire as well as ways to reduce hazards 
and improve firefighting response in the future. 

The Navy hopes to complete the investigations by month's 
end. 

Bowman and Jerry Holland, a retired Navy rear admiral 
and submarine commander, said that an industrial setting 
exposes submarines to hazards that normally wouldn't be 
present at sea, when the ship's entire crew is present and all 
equipment and systems are in shipshape and in full operating 
order. 

Some of the most serious ship and submarine calamities 
in U.S. naval history have happened with a vessel at dock, in 
construction or under repair. 

In 1960, another nuclear-powered submarine, USS Sargo, 
suffered serious damage and the loss of one crew member 
during an oxygen fire at Pearl Harbor in Hawaii. And 50 
shipyard workers died when the aircraft carrier Constellation 
caught fire during construction at Brooklyn Naval Shipyard 
later that year in New York. 

The submarine Guitarro sank during construction in 1969 
at Mare Island Naval Shipyard in California; watertight doors 
and hatches couldn't be closed because of cables and hoses. 

Minor problems can become big problems when a vessel's 
sophisticated damage control systems are offline, said Norman 
Polmar, a naval analyst and author. 

"When the sub is not operational, you can't count on the 
normal tried-and-tested damage control, firefighting and other 
safety systems," Polmar said. 

In the case of the USS Miami, firefighters reported that 
going into the sub was like stepping into a blast furnace, and a 
forensic study concluded that the temperature may have hit 
1,000 degrees in areas, the Navy told the Associated Press. 

The pressure hull was subjected to less heat, with isolated 
areas hitting 700 degrees. "However, for the most part, the 
hull was not exposed to temperatures above 350 degrees," said 
Dale Eng, a Navy spokesman. 

The Navy intends to repair the submarine, which is based 
in Groton, Conn., with a goal of returning it to service in 2015. 

Former shipyard worker Casey James Fury of 
Portsmouth, who's accused of setting the fire, remains held 
without bail while awaiting trial in federal court in Portland. 

Fury told Navy investigators that he set the fire because 
he was feeling anxiety and wanted to go home. 

The criminal case could have bearing on the release of the 
Navy's findings. 

While investigators hope to complete their work by 
month's end, they won't make their findings public if it 
interferes with the criminal case, said Pat Dolan, 
spokeswoman for the Navy Sea Systems Command. 
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CONGRESS / BUDGET: 
20. Administration Misses Deadline On Sequestration Cuts 
(DEFENSE NEWS 10 SEP 12) ... Stephen Losey and Andy Medici 

The administration of President Barack Obama last week 
missed a key deadline to submit a report on how it would 
implement $109 billion in across-the-board budget cuts 
scheduled to take effect Jan. 2. 

The administration was supposed to send to the U.S. 
Congress by Sept. 6 detailed information on every account 
that would be affected under sequestration, including how 
much money would be cut from every program, project and 
activity level. 

But on that day, the administration told Federal Times, a 
sister publication of Defense News, the report will come "late 
next week." The administration said it needed more time to 
address the complex issues involved in planning for 
sequestration. 

Washington is hungry for details on how the government 
plans to absorb these cuts, which are required by last year's 
Budget Control Act unless Congress and the administration 
agree on a path to reducing budget deficits by $1.2 trillion 
through 2021. 

Congress last month passed the Sequestration 
Transparency Act mandating the report. But there have been 
few official details released so far. 

Frank Kendall, undersecretary of defense for acquisition, 
technology and logistics, said at a conference Sept. 5 that the 
Pentagon would have to cut 11 percent of its budget next year. 
And the across-the-board nature of these cuts would be 

"devastating," he said, and leave the Defense Department with 
almost no flexibility. 

Sequestration "doesn't allow us to prioritize," Kendall 
said, according to a Pentagon release. "It doesn't allow us to 
find the things that are least important to us. It doesn't allow us 
to avoid some of the damage that will be done by this kind of 
a mechanism." 

Kendall said any budget-cutting plan the Pentagon could 
prepare would be irrelevant. 

"If we have a budget, there are roughly 2,500 lines in that 
budget, and we have cut each of them [by] about 11 percent," 
Kendall said. 

And since sequestration was designed to hit defense and 
non-defense agencies' budgets equally, other agencies also 
would likely face roughly 11 percent cuts next year. 

The cuts would even hit the Pentagon's war fighting 
operations in Afghanistan, Kendall said. And that would be in 
addition to $487 billion in cuts the department is already 
making over the next decade. 

Obama has said he plans to use what little flexibility 
exists in the sequestration rules to exempt military personnel 
from cuts, which will force the cuts to fall harder on other 
areas. About 108,000 defense civilian employees could lose 
their jobs next year if sequestration takes effect, according to a 
report last month by the Center for Strategic and Budgetary 
Assessments. 
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Job Losses, Furloughs Sequestration could lead to 
270,000 lost federal jobs throughout the government, and the 
furloughs of thousands more. 

"And that's just the first installment," said Doug 
Criscitello, a former chief financial officer at the Housing and 
Urban Development Department and managing director at 
accounting firm Grant Thornton. "There's nine of them [years 
of cuts] Imagine taking cuts of that magnitude for nine years 
[through 2021]. You'd essentially eliminate discretionary 
spending." 

Stan Collender, a former congressional budget staffer who 
now works at the public relations firm Qorvis 
Communications, said procurement, research and 
development, operations and maintenance will also take steep 
hits at defense. 

The Pentagon will likely look for any possible flexibility 
to scale back its contract spending, while avoiding contract 
breaches that could draw financial penalties, Collender said. 
That will likely mean a steep reduction in the number or size 
of new contracts, he said. 

And if the Pentagon has the option of buying fewer units 
for certain contracts or not renewing multiyear contracts, he 
said they will probably take them. 

Criscitello said the delay of the report may be a sign that 
it will be fairly substantive, requiring more work. 

But Collender suspects the unfortunate political timing of 
its due date — the same day as Obama's speech to the 
Democratic National Convention — also may have been a 
factor in the administration's decision to delay it. 

"I don't think we can discount the fact that the 
administration probably would prefer this to not come out over 
this weekend, where it'll compete with reactions to the 
convention and the [Sept. 7] unemployment report," Collender 
said. "They'd prefer to not have people ask, 'What about 
sequestration and the fiscal cliff?'" 

All Agencies Affected 
Sequestration will also have a wide-ranging impact on 

other government agencies and programs. 

Ellen Murray, assistant secretary for financial resources at 
the Health and Human Services (HHS) Department, said in a 
letter to Rep. Ed Markey, D-Mass., the automatic cuts would 
have "profound consequences" on the department's ability to 
provide critical services. Sequestration would hinder HHS 
efforts to reduce health care fraud and recover improperly 
spent money — saving $1.50 for every dollar spent, according 
to Murray. 

The automatic cuts would also force HHS to downsize or 
cut clients from a variety of programs, including cutting 
100,000 children from its early education Head Start program 
and dropping 169,000 people from substance abuse treatment 
programs. 

These cuts, projected by the Congressional Budget Office, 
would limit HHS' ability to fund research programs and 
eliminate 2,300 new and competing research grants, according 
to Murray. 

The Food and Drug Administration could also see its 
budget cut by $200 million, which would mean slower drug 
approval times, Markey said in a statement. 

Jon Adler, national president of the Federal Law 
Enforcement Officers Association, said the automatic cuts will 
lead to furloughs, equipment shortfalls and hobble the ability 
of law enforcement to keep people and property safe. 

"Sequestration will inevitably turn our fortified castle into 
a wavering house of cards," Adler said in an interview. 

Federal law enforcement officers have already been 
affected by hiring freezes and increased attrition due to budget 
cuts. 

"How does a man or woman who risks their lives for their 
country get categorized as wasteful government spending?" 
Adler said. 

Bruce Moyer, government relations counsel for the 
Federal Bar Association, wrote in a blog post that 
sequestration would impede U.S. Marshals Service efforts to 
provide adequate security Tor courthouses across the country. 

Sequestration would result in "a significant reduction in 
court security personnel" and would delay needed upgrades 
and improvements in courthouse security systems, he wrote. 
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CYBER WARFARE: 
21. Citizen 'Hacktivists' Fight Terror 
Cyber-spies get at extremists from home on their own time. 
(LOS ANGELES TIMES 09 SEP 12) ... Brian Bennett 

BARRE, Ma. --Working from a beige house at the end of 
a dirt road, Jeff Bardin switches on a laptop, boots up a 
program that obscures his location, and pecks in a passkey to 
an Internet forum run by an Iraqi branch of Al Qaeda. 

Soon the screen displays battle flags and AK-47 rifles, 
plus palm-lined beaches to conjure up a martyr's paradise. 

"I do believe we are in," says Bardin, a stout, 54-year-old 
computer security consultant. 

Barefoot in his bedroom, Bardin pretends to be a 20-
something Canadian who wants to train in a militant camp in 
Pakistan. With a few keystrokes, he begins uploading an 
Arabic-language manual for hand-to-hand combat to the site. 

"You have to look and smell like them," he explains. 
"You have to contribute to the cause so there's trust built." 

Bardin, a former Air Force linguist who is fluent in 
Arabic, is part of a loose network of citizen "hacktivists" who 
secretly spy on Al Qaeda and its allies. Using two dozen 
aliases, he has penetrated chat rooms, social networking 
accounts and other sites where extremists seek recruits and 
discuss sowing mayhem. 

Over the last seven years, Bardin has given the FBI and 
U.S. military hundreds of phone numbers and other data that 
he found by hacking jihadist websites. A federal law 
enforcement official confirmed that Bardin and a handful of 
other computer-savvy citizens have provided helpful 
information. 

"This is a domain of warfare where an individual can 
make a difference," Maj. T.J. O'Connor, a signal officer with 
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Army Special Forces, told a conference in Washington, D.C., 
earlier this year. "Personalities are acceptable in this domain." 

But other U.S. officials worry that digital vigilantes may 
disrupt existing intelligence operations, spook important 
targets online, or shut down extremist websites that are 
secretly being monitored by Western agencies for fruitful tips 
and contacts. 

"Someone needs to be the quarterback to coordinate these 
things," said Frank Cilluffo, director of the Homeland Security 
Policy Institute at George Washington University. "If it's not 
coordinated in any way, it can cause problems for the good 
guys." 

Cilluffo, who was special assistant for homeland security 
to President George W. Bush, said law enforcement and 
intelligence agencies are proficient at monitoring suspect 
websites, but are limited in their ability to disrupt them. 
Disabling a website hosted on U.S.-based servers is illegal. 

"We need to be doing hand-to-hand combat and collection 
in the cyber environment," he said. 

To be sure, the super-secret National Security Agency, the 
largest U.S. intelligence agency, dominates digital spying and 
cyber-espionage overseas. The Pentagon has U.S. Cyber 
Command to run offensive cyberspace operations and defense 
of U.S. military networks. The Homeland Security 
Department is responsible for defending civilian networks. 

And in May, Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton 
disclosed that an obscure State Department office called the 
Center for Strategic Counterterrorism Communications had 
hacked a Yemen-based website and replaced pro-Al Qaeda 
graphics with banners showing scenes of Yemeni civilians 
who had been killed in Al Qaeda attacks. 

The office works "to preempt, discredit and outmaneuver 
extremist propaganda," Clinton told a panel at the Special 
Operations Forces Industry Conference in Tampa, Fla. 

Hacktivists view themselves as volunteers in that 
undeclared war. Keyboard jockeys using pseudonyms like the 
Jester, Raptor, and Project Vigilant have taken down dozens of 
jihadist forums and websites, experts say. 

"No one can be 100% sure who is responsible for these 
attacks," said Evan Kohlmann, a government consultant who 
monitors extremist websites. "We can only go with who is 
taking credit." 

The Jester, for example, uses a computer program he 
wrote called XerXes that crashes a target website by 

instructing it to launch continual requests for information. And 
his targets are not limited to jihadists. 

He has claimed responsibility for the November 2010 
takedown of the WikiLeaks website, which he said put 
national security at risk by publishing 400,000 classified U.S. 
military reports from Iraq. He also claims to have disabled, in 
February 2011, 20 websites associated with the Westboro 
Baptist Church, an extremist Kansas-based group known for 
protesting homosexuality at military funerals. 

In an instant message interview using a digital encryption 
program, the Jester refused to give his identity. But he said he 
was a combat veteran of Iraq and Afghanistan now working 
for a telecommunications company. He said he wanted to 
disrupt terrorist networks, but didn't want to work for the 
government. 

"I feel I can be more effective overall this way," he wrote. 
"Less red tape, hoops to jump thru." 

That his actions are arguably illegal doesn't trouble him. 
"If a jury of my peers were to send me too [sic] jail one 

day, then I can do nothing about that," he wrote. 
Bardin, the barefoot hacktivist, says he infiltrates sites 

only to collect information, not to sabotage or crash them. He 
teaches an online course at Utica College called Cyber 
Intelligence, and says he instructs his students to stay inside 
the law. 

Bardin said he started entering Al Qaeda bulletin boards 
in 2005. Angered by online videos of beheadings and attacks 
on U.S. soldiers in Iraq, he wanted to strike back. 

"I had to do something," Bardin said. "I started making 
fake personas." 

Working with two laptops and an iPad, he has invested 
years developing some of his online personas. To gain the 
trust of website administrators, and to be granted higher levels 
of access, he has posted extremist material that he copies from 
other sites, careful to remove his own digital fingerprints. 

"I don't create new stuff," he said. But he says "nasty 
things about the West" and assumes he is sometimes tracked 
by U.S. intelligence. 

In March 2010, one of Bardin's computer avatars was 
invited to Europe to help raise money for an Al Qaeda-linked 
group. He handed over his passwords and other details to the 
FBI. He doesn't know what, if anything, was done with the 
information. 

"It's a one-way street," Bardin said. 
Return to Index 
 
 

BOOKS: 
22. Ex-SEAL On "60 Minutes": Bin Laden Posed Danger 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 09 SEP 12) ... Rashod Ollison and Kimberly Dozier 

Matt Bissonnette, the former Virginia Beach-based Navy 
SEAL who wrote a memoir about the raid to kill Osama bin 
Laden, appeared on Sunday night’s episode of “60 Minutes.” 

Make-up artists spent four hours concealing his features, 
which viewers saw from a distance and in dim light. 
Bissonnette’s voice also was altered. 

“The focus should not be on me,” Bissonnette said about 
the natural-looking disguise. “It should be on the book.” 

He was one of the members of Beach-based SEAL Team 
6 that killed bin Laden on May 2, 2011, in a compound in 
Abbottabad, Pakistan. 

Published last week, “No Easy Day” was written under 
the pseudonym Mark Owen. Although Bissonnette was 
previously identified by Fox News, “60 Minutes” producers 
decided not use his real name in Sunday’s interview. 
Interviewer Scott Pelley self-consciously referred to 
Bissonnette by his pseudonym. 

The segment recounted the raid in deliberate detail, 
interspersed with digital re-enactments of the helicopter that 
came perilously close to crashing as the SEALs arrived at the 
compound where bin Laden was hiding. Bissonnette also used 
a model of the compound to flesh out his account, which 
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reportedly differs from the Pentagon’s version of what 
happened. 

The Pentagon has threatened legal action against 
Bissonnette, and a spokesman said the book’s release was “a 
material breach of nondisclosure agreements.” 

“I’m not talking secrets. I’m not talking tactics,” 
Bissonnette said on “60 Minutes.” 

The Pentagon has threatened legal action against 
Bissonnette for possible releases of classified information. 

His manner throughout was detached and matter-of-fact, 
as Pelley asked several times about what was going through 
his mind during the mission. 

“It’s all business,” Bissonnette said. “We’re on the 
clock.” 

Bissonnette emphasized the professionalism of all 
involved and the swift, efficient actions of the team while 
inside the dark compound. 

“It’s not like the movies,” he said. “It was quiet, calm.” 
Bissonnette said he cleaned the blood from bin Laden’s 

face and took photos. After the body was removed, 

Bissonnette said the team “kinda hugged, took a couple of 
photos, and then it was back to work.” 

The interview glossed over how Bissonnette’s life has 
changed since the publication of “No Easy Day.” Bissonnette 
has promised to donate most of his earnings to charity, but at 
least one charity, the Navy SEAL Foundation, has said it will 
not accept any donations generated by the book. 

View Clip (RT: 2:37) 
Broadcast Clip -- SEAL's First-Hand Account Of Bin 

Laden Killing 
(CBS NEWS 09 SEP 12) Scott Pelley 
His voice and face disguised and using the pseudonym 

Mark Owen, one of the Navy SEALs who participated in the 
raid that killed Osama bin Laden gives an exclusive interview 
to Scott Pelley. Owen, now retired, says the SEALs trained for 
the mission using a full-size replica of the bin Laden 
compound, and that a dress rehearsal was held for military top 
brass. And Owen refutes charges that he's trying to make a 
political statement with his book, "No Easy Day." 

View Transcript (13 Pages) 
View Videos (6 Clips) 
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OUTREACH: 
23. U.S. Navy Protecting Our Nation's Interests Every Day 
(THE MISSOULIAN (MT) 07 SEP 12) ... Rear Adm. Douglas J. Asbjornsen 

America’s Navy is our nation’s front line in war and in 
peace, operating on, above and below the sea. Think of the 
Navy as America’s “away team,” deployed around the world, 
defending our nation’s interests every day. 

This year marks the bicentennial of the War of 1812. So 
many of the qualities that shaped and helped the Navy win 200 
years ago still hold true today: the fighting spirit and boldness 
of the Navy’s Sailors, the Navy’s innovation and technological 
supremacy, the direct link between a strong Navy and a 
prosperous America through free world trade, and the Navy’s 
key role in preserving American sovereignty. 

During the War of 1812, America called on the Navy and 
its warfighting Sailors to preserve our country’s security and 
prosperity. Two hundred years later, that tradition continues. 

Today, Navy ships fight on the sea; Navy submarines 
fight under the sea; and Navy aircraft fight over the sea, taking 
off from and landing on Navy aircraft carriers. 

This ability to act from the sea is critical to national 
security. It gives the Navy the power to protect America’s 
interests – anywhere, anytime. The United States is a maritime 
nation, bounded by oceans on both sides. Consider that water 
covers about 70 percent of the earth’s surface. About 80 
percent of the world’s population lives near the sea, and about 
90 percent of all world trade by volume travels by sea. 

In other words, what happens on the sea matters. It 
matters to world peace. It matters to our economy and to the 
preservation of prosperity. It also matters to our national 
defense. A strong Navy is necessary to preserve the American 
way of life. 

The Navy’s job continues to get bigger. The President’s 
national security strategy emphasizes our commitment in the 
Asia-Pacific and Middle East regions, vast, maritime areas of 
the world ideally suited for naval operations and in which the 
Navy maintains a robust presence. Elsewhere in the world, we 

face diverse challenges. We are a nation at war. We face a 
terrorist network that has attacked our country before, and 
vows to do so again. Unstable regimes are developing nuclear 
weapons. Rising powers have begun military buildups to 
match their economic growth. Weak and failed states create 
havens for groups that seek to do us harm, such as Al Qaeda in 
Afghanistan and Somali pirates. Climate change is creating 
new conflicts, as Arctic melting foments disputes over 
shipping lanes and oil supplies previously locked in ice. 

The Navy is ideally suited for this kind of world because 
the Navy is fast, flexible and by its very nature, ready and 
operating forward. Our ships, submarines and aircraft can go 
anywhere on the sea on short notice, and they can do all of 
their work from the sea. 

From the sea, Navy ships and submarines can destroy 
targets located far inland. They don’t need airstrips on the 
ground. From the sea, they take off from aircraft carriers. 

From the sea, Navy SEAL teams can carry out special 
operations worldwide. In a humanitarian crisis like the 
devastating earthquake and tsunami that struck northern Japan 
last year, or the earthquake which ravaged Haiti in 2010, the 
Navy can deliver relief supplies and provide medical care. 

On any given day, the Navy has the ability to attack a 
terrorist camp, capture a pirate vessel, and deliver emergency 
relief, all in different parts of the world. Being able to do all of 
these things from the sea is important, as we may not be able 
to get another country’s permission to come ashore. 

By 2016, the Navy will sail the Great Green Fleet, a 
carrier strike group composed of nuclear-powered ships, 
hybrid electric ships running on biofuel, and aircraft flying on 
biofuel. We have tripled our solar energy use, and we are 
exploring wind, geothermal and hydrothermal power. These 
initiatives will give us a warfighting advantage in the next 
war. They may help avoid the next war altogether. 
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In today’s world, power must be ready, fast, flexible and 
operating forward. This requires warfighter Sailors who are 
highly trained, highly motivated, and courageous, Sailors who 
are capable of meeting any challenge. It requires the best 
Sailors in the world – the men and women of the United States 
Navy. 

Rear Admiral Asbjornsen is Deputy Commander, Navy 
Region Northwest, and has been in Missoula Sept. 5-7 for 
engagements with corporate executives, civic leaders, 
government officials, university faculty and administrators 
and nonprofit executive directors. 
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24. Call Them America’s ‘Away Team’ 
(NORMAN (OK) TRANSCRIPT 08 SEP 12) ... Rear Admiral Sean A. Pybus 

NORMAN — America’s Navy is our Nation’s Global 
Force, operating on, above and in the oceans of the world. 
Think of the Navy as America’s “Away Team,” defending our 
Nation’s interests every day, everywhere. 

This year marks the bicentennial of the War of 1812. 
Many of the qualities that shaped and helped the Navy fight 
200 years ago still hold true today: the fighting spirit and 
boldness of the Navy’s Sailors, the Navy’s innovation and 
technological supremacy, the direct link between a strong 
Navy and a prosperous America through free world trade, and 
the Navy’s key role in preserving American sovereignty. 

During the War of 1812, America called on the Navy and 
its warfighting Sailors to preserve our country’s security and 
prosperity on the Atlantic Coast and the Great Lakes. 200 
years later, that tradition continues as we rely on our Navy to 
protect our global strategic interests around the world. 

Consider a few facts. Water covers 70 percent of the 
earth’s surface. 80 percent of the world’s population lives near 
the sea. 90 percent of all world trade by volume travels by sea. 
In other words, what happens on the sea matters. It matters to 
our national defense. It matters to world peace. It matters to 
our economy and prosperity. The United States is a maritime 
nation, and a strong Navy is necessary to preserve the 
American way of life. 

The demand for U.S. naval forces is extremely high 
today. Our national security strategy emphasizes our 
commitments in the Asia-Pacific and Middle East. Elsewhere 
in the world, we face a terrorist network that has attacked our 
country before, and vows to do so again. Unstable regimes are 
developing nuclear weapons. Rising powers have begun 

military buildups to match their economic growth. Weak and 
failed states create havens for violent extremists. Climate 
change is creating new tension, as Arctic melting foments 
disputes over shipping lanes and oil supplies previously 
locked in ice. 

The United States Navy is fast, flexible and ready. Our 
ships, submarines and aircraft can be anywhere on the sea on 
short notice, and can operate far inland. Navy SEAL teams 
operating from the sea, air and land carry out special 
operations worldwide. In response to humanitarian crises, the 
Navy delivers relief supplies and provides medical care. On 
any given day, the Navy may be called upon to attack a 
terrorist camp, capture a pirate vessel, and deliver emergency 
relief, simultaneously and in different parts of the world. 

We also need to be smart about the way we power our 
ships, aircraft and submarines. The Navy is leading the way in 
applying innovations in energy to our warfighting capability. 
By 2016, the Navy will employ a carrier strike group 
composed of nuclear-powered warships, energy efficient 
hybrid electric ships, and aircraft flying on biofuels. We have 
incorporated energy efficiency in the design of all new ship 
classes. 

In today’s world, U.S. Sea Power must be strong and 
ready. This requires warfighting Sailors who are highly 
trained, highly motivated, and courageous; Sailors who are 
capable of meeting any challenge. It requires the best Sailors 
in the world— the men and women of the United States Navy. 

Rear Admiral Pybus, a native of Oklahoma, is 
Commander, Naval Special Warfare Command. He will visit 
Norman this week. 
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25. How The Navy Protects America 
(TULSA (OK) WORLD 09 SEP 12) ... Margaret DeLuca “Peg” Klein 

America's Navy is our nation's front line in war and in 
peace, operating on, above and below the sea. Think of the 
Navy as America's "away team," deployed around the world, 
defending our nation's interests every day. 

This year marks the bicentennial of the War of 1812. So 
many of the qualities that shaped and helped the Navy win 200 
years ago still hold true today: the fighting spirit and boldness 
of the Navy's Sailors, the Navy's innovation and technological 
supremacy, the direct link between a strong Navy and a 
prosperous America through free world trade, and the Navy's 
key role in preserving American sovereignty. 

During the War of 1812, America called on the Navy and 
its warfighting Sailors to preserve our country's security and 
prosperity. Two hundred years later, that tradition continues. 

Today, Navy ships fight on the sea; Navy submarines 
fight under the sea; and Navy aircraft fight over the sea, taking 
off from and landing on Navy aircraft carriers. 

This ability to act from the sea is critical to national 
security. It gives the Navy the power to protect America's 
interests - anywhere, anytime. The United States is a maritime 
nation, bounded by oceans on both sides. Consider that water 
covers about 70 percent of the earth's surface. About 80 
percent of the world's population lives near the sea, and about 
90 percent of all world trade by volume travels by sea. 

In other words, what happens on the sea matters. It 
matters to world peace. It matters to our economy and to the 
preservation of prosperity. It also matters to our national 
defense. A strong Navy is necessary to preserve the American 
way of life. 

Maine's commerce and its maritime economic lifeline 
have been connected to the Navy from the privateers during 
the Revolutionary War and the War of 1812 to Portland's role 
as a destroyer base and training center during World War II. 
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Our Navy's role in maintaining freedom of the seas and free 
trade is no less important in the 21st century. 

The Navy's job continues to get bigger. The president's 
national security strategy emphasizes our commitment in the 
Asia-Pacific and Middle East regions, vast, maritime areas of 
the world ideally suited for naval operations and in which the 
Navy maintains a robust presence. Elsewhere in the world, we 
face diverse challenges. We are a nation at war. We face a 
terrorist network that has attacked our country before, and 
vows to do so again. Unstable regimes are developing nuclear 
weapons. Rising powers have begun military buildups to 
match their economic growth. Weak and failed states create 
havens for groups that seek to do us harm, such as al- Qaida in 
Afghanistan and Somali pirates. Climate change is creating 
new conflicts, as Arctic melting foments disputes over 
shipping lanes and oil supplies previously locked in ice. 

The Navy is ideally suited for this kind of world because 
the Navy is fast, flexible and by its very nature, ready and 
operating forward. Our ships, submarines and aircraft can go 
anywhere on the sea on short notice, and they can do all of 
their work from the sea. 

From the sea, Navy ships and submarines can destroy 
targets far inland. They don't need airstrips on the ground. 
From the sea, they take off from aircraft carriers. 

From the sea, Navy SEAL teams can carry out special 
operations worldwide. In a humanitarian crisis like the 

devastating earthquake and tsunami that struck northern Japan 
last year, or the earthquake that ravaged Haiti in 2010, the 
Navy can deliver relief supplies and provide medical care. 

On any given day, the Navy has the ability to attack a 
terrorist camp, capture a pirate vessel and deliver emergency 
relief, all in different parts of the world. Being able to do all of 
these things from the sea is important, as we may not be able 
to get another country's permission to come ashore. 

Our ready force also requires us to be smart about how we 
power our ships, aircraft and submarines. That's why the Navy 
is a leader in pursuing our warfighting advantage through 
innovation in energy. By 2016, the Navy will sail the Great 
Green Fleet, a carrier strike group composed of nuclear-
powered ships, hybrid electric ships running on biofuel, and 
aircraft flying on biofuel. We have tripled our solar energy 
use, and we are exploring wind, geothermal and hydrothermal 
power. These initiatives will give us a warfighting advantage 
in the next war. They may help avoid the next war altogether. 

In today's world, power must be ready, fast, flexible and 
operating forward. This requires warfighter Sailors who are 
highly trained, highly motivated, and courageous, Sailors who 
are capable of meeting any challenge. It requires the best 
Sailors in the world - the men and women of the United States 
Navy. 

Rear Adm. Margaret DeLuca "Peg" Klein is Chief of 
Staff, U. S. Cyber Command. 
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COMMENTARY: 
26. Nuclear Mullahs 
(NEW YORK TIMES 10 SEP 12) ... Bill Keller 

Iran has returned to the front pages after a summer hiatus. 
Negotiations aimed at preventing the dreaded Persian Bomb 
have resumed their desultory course. Iran, although suffering 
from the international sanctions choreographed by the Obama 
administration, keeps adding new arrays of centrifuges while 
insisting the program is strictly nonmilitary. Israel is — or 
maybe isn’t — edging closer to a unilateral strike. The U.S., 
we learn from The Times’s reliable David Sanger, is 
considering more and bigger bouts of cybersabotage. 
Meanwhile, the mullahs are shipping arms to their embattled 
fellow despots in Syria. 

This strikes me as a good time to address an unnerving 
question that confronts any concerned student of this subject: 
Can we live with a nuclear Iran? Given a choice of raining 
bunker-busting munitions on Iran’s underground enrichment 
facilities, or, alternatively, containing a nuclear-armed Iran 
with the sobering threat of annihilation, which is the less bad 
option? As the slogan goes in Israel: “Bomb? Or The Bomb?” 

The prevailing view now is that a nuclear Iran cannot be 
safely contained. On this point both President Obama and Mitt 
Romney agree. They can hardly say otherwise; to even hint 
that a nuclear Iran is acceptable would undermine the efforts 
aimed at preventing that outcome. But I tend to think they 
mean it. 

However, there are serious, thoughtful people who are 
willing to contemplate a nuclear Iran, kept in check by the 
time-tested assurance of retaliatory destruction. If the U.S. 
arsenal deterred the Soviet Union for decades of cold war and 
now keeps North Korea’s nukes in their silos, if India and 

Pakistan have kept each other in a nuclear stalemate, why 
would Iran not be similarly deterred by the certainty that using 
nuclear weapons would bring a hellish reprisal? 

Anyone who has a glib answer to this problem isn’t taking 
the subject seriously. Personally, I’ve tended to duck it, taking 
refuge in the hope that the tightening vise of international 
pressure — and a few cyberattacks — would make Iran relent 
and spare us the hard choice. But that could be wishful 
thinking. So I’ve spent some time reading and questioning, 
trying to report my way to an opinion. 

Let’s assume, for starters, that Iran’s theocrats are 
determined to acquire nuclear weapons. Western analysts say 
there is no evidence yet that the supreme leader has made that 
decision. But if you ruled a country surrounded by unfriendly 
neighbors — Persians among the Arabs, Shiites among the 
Sunnis — a country with a grand sense of self-esteem, a 
tendency to paranoia and five nuclear powers nearby, 
wouldn’t you want the security of your own nuclear arsenal? 

Let’s assume further that diplomacy, sanctions and 
computer viruses may not dissuade the regime from its nuclear 
ambitions. So far, these measures seem to have slowed the 
nuclear program and bought some time, but Iran’s stockpiles 
of enriched fuel have grown in size and concentration despite 
everything a disapproving world has thrown at them so far. 
So, then what? 

A pre-emptive bombing campaign against Iran’s uranium 
factories would almost certainly require major U.S. 
participation to be effective, and would not be neat. Beyond 
the immediate casualties, it would carry grave costs: outraged 
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Iranians rallying behind this regime that is now deservedly 
unpopular; Iran or its surrogates lashing out against American 
and Israeli targets in a long-term, low-intensity campaign of 
retaliation; a scorching hatred of America on the newly 
empowered Arab street, generating new recruits for Al Qaeda 
and its ilk; an untimely oil shock to a fragile world economy; 
an unraveling of the united front Obama has assembled to 
isolate Iran. All that, and a redoubled determination by Iran’s 
leaders to do the one thing that would prevent a future attack: 
rebuild the nuclear assembly line, only this time faster and 
deeper underground. There is a pretty broad consensus that, 
short of a full-scale invasion and occupation of Iran, a 
preventive attack would not end the nuclear program, only 
postpone it for a few years. 

Now imagine that Iran succeeds in making its way into 
the nuclear club. 

Despite the incendiary rhetoric, it is hard to believe the 
aim of an Iranian nuclear program is the extermination of 
Israel. The regime in Iran is brutal, mendacious and 
meddlesome, and given to spraying gobbets of Hitleresque 
bile at the Jewish state. But Israel is a nuclear power, backed 
by a bigger nuclear power. Before an Iranian mushroom cloud 
had bloomed to its full height over Tel Aviv, a flock of 
reciprocal nukes would be on the way to incinerate Iran. Iran 
may encourage fanatic chumps to carry out suicide missions, 
but there is not the slightest reason to believe the mullahs 
themselves are suicidal. 

The more common arguments against tolerating a nuclear 
Iran are these: 

First, that possession of a nuclear shield would embolden 
Iran to step up its interference in the region, either directly or 
through surrogates like Hezbollah. This is probably true. But 
as James Dobbins, a former diplomat who heads security 
studies for the RAND Corporation, told me, the subversive 
menace of a nuclear Iran has to be weighed against the lethal 
rage of an Iran that had been the victim of an unprovoked 
attack. 

A second worry is that a Persian Bomb would set off a 
regional nuclear arms race. This is probably an exaggerated 
fear. A nuclear program is not cheap or easy. In other parts of 
the world, the proliferation virus has not been as contagious as 
you might have feared. So the Saudis, who regard Iran as a 
viper state, might be tempted buy a bomb from Pakistan, 

which is not a pleasant thought. But Egypt (broke), Turkey (a 
NATO member) and the others have strong reasons not to join 
the race. 

Most worrisome, I think, is the danger that a crisis 
between Israel and Iran would escalate out of control. Given 
the history of mistrust and the absence of communication, 
some war planner on one side or the other might guess that a 
nuclear attack was imminent, and decide to go first. 

“You would have a very unstable deterrent environment 
between Israel and Iran, simply because these are two states 
that tend to view each other in existential terms,” said Ray 
Takeyh, an Iranian-American Middle East scholar at the 
Council on Foreign Relations, who is not an advocate of 
containment. Against this fear, history suggests that nuclear 
weapons make even aggressive countries more cautious. 
Before their first nuclear tests, India and Pakistan fought three 
serious conventional wars. Since getting their nukes they have 
bristled at each other across a long, heavily armed border, but 
no dispute has risen to an outright war. 

At the end of this theoretical exercise, we have two awful 
choices with unpredictable consequences. After immersing 
myself in the expert thinking on both sides, I think that, forced 
to choose, I would swallow hard and take the risks of a nuclear 
Iran over the gamble of a pre-emptive war. My view may be 
colored by a bit of post-Iraq syndrome. 

What statesmen do when faced with bad options is create 
new ones. The third choice in this case is to negotiate a deal 
that lets Iran enrich uranium for civilian use (as it is entitled to 
do under the Nuclear Nonproliferation Treaty), that applies 
rigorous safeguards (because Iran cheats), that gradually 
relaxes sanctions and brings this wayward country into the 
community of more-or-less civilized nations. 

That, of course, won’t happen before November. Any 
U.S. concession now would be decried by Republicans as an 
abandonment of Israel and a reward to a government that 
recently beat a democracy movement bloody. We can only 
hope that after the election we get some braver, more creative 
diplomacy, either from a liberated Obama or (hope springs 
eternal) a President Romney who has a Nixon-to-China 
moment. 

Because a frank look at the alternatives of (a) pre-emptive 
war and (b) a nuclear Iran should be enough to focus all of our 
intelligence and energy on (c) none of the above. 
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27. Geography Strikes Back 
To understand today's global conflicts, forget economics and technology and take a hard look at a map 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 08 SEP 12) ... Robert D. Kaplan 

If you want to know what Russia, China or Iran will do 
next, don't read their newspapers or ask what our spies have 
dug up--consult a map. Geography can reveal as much about a 
government's aims as its secret councils. More than ideology 
or domestic politics, what fundamentally defines a state is its 
place on the globe. Maps capture the key facts of history, 
culture and natural resources. With upheaval in the Middle 
East and a tumultuous political transition in China, look to 
geography to make sense of it all. 

As a way of explaining world politics, geography has 
supposedly been eclipsed by economics, globalization and 
electronic communications. It has a decidedly musty aura, like 
a one-room schoolhouse. Indeed, those who think of foreign 

policy as an opportunity to transform the world for the better 
tend to equate any consideration of geography with fatalism, a 
failure of imagination. 

But this is nonsense. Elite molders of public opinion may 
be able to dash across oceans and continents in hours, 
allowing them to talk glibly of the "flat" world below. But 
while cyberspace and financial markets know no boundaries, 
the Carpathian Mountains still separate Central Europe from 
the Balkans, helping to create two vastly different patterns of 
development, and the Himalayas still stand between India and 
China, a towering reminder of two vastly different 
civilizations. 



 32

Technology has collapsed distance, but it has hardly 
negated geography. Rather, it has increased the preciousness 
of disputed territory. As the Yale scholar Paul Bracken 
observes, the "finite size of the earth" is now itself a force for 
instability: The Eurasian land mass has become a string of 
overlapping missile ranges, with crowds in megacities 
inflamed by mass media about patches of ground in Palestine 
and Kashmir. Counterintuitive though it may seem, the way to 
grasp what is happening in this world of instantaneous news is 
to rediscover something basic: the spatial representation of 
humanity's divisions, possibilities and—most important—
constraints. The map leads us to the right sorts of questions. 

Why, for example, are headlines screaming about the 
islands of the South China Sea? As the Pacific antechamber to 
the Indian Ocean, this sea connects the energy-rich Middle 
East and the emerging middle-class fleshpots of East Asia. It 
is also thought to contain significant stores of hydrocarbons. 
China thinks of the South China Sea much as the U.S. thinks 
of the Caribbean: as a blue-water extension of its mainland. 
Vietnam and the Philippines also abut this crucial body of 
water, which is why we are seeing maritime brinkmanship on 
all sides. It is a battle not of ideas but of physical space. The 
same can be said of the continuing dispute between Japan and 
Russia over the South Kuril Islands. 

Why does President Vladimir Putin covet buffer zones in 
Eastern Europe and the Caucasus, just as the czars and 
commissars did before him? Because Russia still constitutes a 
vast, continental space that is unprotected by mountains and 
rivers. Putin's neo-imperialism is the expression of a deep 
geographical insecurity. 

Or consider the decade since 9/11, which can't be 
understood apart from the mountains and deserts of 
Afghanistan and Iraq. The mountains of the Hindu Kush 
separate northern Afghanistan, populated by Tajiks and 
Uzbeks, from southern and eastern Afghanistan, populated by 
Pushtuns. The Taliban are Sunni extremists like al Qaeda, to 
whom they gave refuge in the days before 9/11, but more than 
that, they are a Pushtun national movement, a product of 
Afghanistan's harsh geographic divide. 

Moving eastward, we descend from Afghanistan's high 
tableland to Pakistan's steamy Indus River Valley. But the 
change of terrain is so gradual that, rather than being 
effectively separated by an international border, Afghanistan 
and Pakistan comprise the same Indo-Islamic world. From a 
geographical view, it seems naive to think that American 
diplomacy or military activity alone could divide these long-
interconnected lands into two well-functioning states. 

As for Iraq, ever since antiquity, the mountainous north 
and the riverine south and center have usually been in pitched 
battle. It started in the ancient world with conflict among 
Sumerians, Akkadians and Assyrians. Today the antagonists 
are Shiites, Sunnis, and Kurds. The names of the groups have 
changed but not the cartography of war. 

The U.S. itself is no exception to this sort of analysis. 
Why are we the world's pre-eminent power? Americans tend 
to think that it is because of who we are. I would suggest that 
it is also because of where we live: in the last resource-rich 
part of the temperate zone settled by Europeans at the time of 
the Enlightenment, with more miles of navigable, inland 
waterways than the rest of the world combined, and protected 
by oceans and the Canadian Arctic. 

Even so seemingly modern a crisis as Europe's financial 
woes is an expression of timeless geography. It is no accident 
that the capital cities of today's European Union (Brussels, 
Maastricht, Strasbourg, The Hague) helped to form the heart 
of Charlemagne's ninth-century empire. With the end of the 
classical world of Greece and Rome, history moved north. 
There, in the rich soils of protected forest clearings and along 
a shattered coastline open to the Atlantic, medieval Europe 
developed the informal power relations of feudalism and 
learned to take advantage of technologies like movable type. 

Indeed, there are several Europes, each with different 
patterns of economic development that have been influenced 
by geography. In addition to Charlemagne's realm, there is 
also Mitteleuropa, now dominated by a united Germany, 
which boasts few physical barriers to the former communist 
east. The economic legacies of the Prussian, Habsburg and 
Ottoman empires still influence this Europe, and they, too, 
were shaped by a distinctive terrain. 

Nor is it an accident that Greece, in Europe's southeastern 
corner, is the most troubled member of the EU. Greece is 
where the Balkans and the Mediterranean world overlap. It 
was an underprivileged stepchild of Byzantine and then 
Turkish despotism, and the consequences of this unhappy 
geographic fate echo to this day in the form of rampant tax 
evasion, a fundamental lack of competitiveness, and 
paternalistic coffeehouse politics. 

As for the strategic challenge posed to the West by China, 
we would do well not to focus too single-mindedly on 
economics and politics. Geography provides a wider lens. 
China is big in one sense: its population, its commercial and 
energy enterprises and its economy as a whole are creating 
zones of influence in contiguous parts of the Russian Far East, 
Central Asia and Southeast Asia. But Chinese leaders 
themselves often see their country as relatively small and 
fragile: within its borders are sizable minority populations of 
Tibetans in the southwest, Uighur Turks in the west and 
ethnic-Mongolians in the north. 

It is these minority areas—high plateaus virtually 
encircling the ethnic core of Han Chinese—where much of 
China's fresh water, hydrocarbons and other natural resources 
come from. The West blithely tells the Chinese leadership to 
liberalize their political system. But the Chinese leaders know 
their own geography. They know that democratization in even 
the mildest form threatens to unleash ethnic fury. 

Because ethnic minorities in China live in specific 
regions, the prospect of China breaking apart is not out of the 
question. That is why Beijing pours Han immigrants into the 
big cities of Tibet and western Xinjiang province, even as it 
hands out small doses of autonomy to the periphery and 
continues to artificially stimulate the economies there. These 
policies may be unsustainable, but they emanate ultimately 
from a vast and varied continental geography, which extends 
into the Western Pacific, where China finds itself boxed in by 
a chain of U. S. naval allies from Japan to Australia. It is for 
reasons of geographic realpolitik that China is determined to 
incorporate Taiwan into its dominion. 

In no part of the world is it more urgent for geography to 
inform American policy than in the Middle East, where our 
various ideological reflexes have gotten the better of us in 
recent years. 
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As advocates continue to urge intervention in Syria, it is 
useful to recall that the modern state of that name is a 
geographic ghost of its post-Ottoman self, which included 
what are now Lebanon, Jordan and Israel. Even that larger 
entity was less a well-defined place than a vague geographical 
expression. Still, the truncated modern state of Syria contains 
all the communal divides of the old Ottoman region. Its ethno-
religious makeup since independence in 1944--Alawites in the 
northwest, Sunnis in the central corridor, Druze in the south--
make it an Arab Yugoslavia in the making. These divisions are 
what long made Syria the throbbing heart of pan-Arabism and 
the ultimate rejectionist state vis-à-vis Israel. Only by 
appealing to a radical Arab identity beyond the call of sect 
could Syria assuage the forces that have always threatened to 
tear the country apart. 

But this does not mean that Syria must now descend into 
anarchy, for geography has many stories to tell. Syria and Iraq 
both have deep roots in specific agricultural terrains that hark 
back millennia, making them less artificial than is supposed. 
Syria could yet survive as a 21st-century equivalent of early 
20th-century Beirut, Alexandria and Smyrna: a Levantine 
world of multiple identities united by commerce and anchored 
to the Mediterranean. Ethnic divisions based on geography can 
be overcome, but only if we first recognize how formidable 
they are. 

Finally, there is the problem of Iran, which has vexed 
American policy makers since the Islamic Revolution of 1979. 
The U.S. tends to see Iranian power in ideological terms, but a 
good deal can be learned from the country's formidable 
geographic advantages. 

The state of Iran conforms with the Iranian plateau, an 
impregnable natural fortress that straddles both oil-producing 
regions of the Middle East: the Persian Gulf and the Caspian 
Sea. Moreover, from the western side of the Iranian plateau, 
all roads are open to Iraq down below. And from the Iranian 
plateau's eastern and northeastern sides, all roads are open to 
Central Asia, where Iran is building roads and pipelines to 
several former Soviet republics. 

Geography puts Iran in a favored position to dominate 
both Iraq and western Afghanistan, which it does nicely at the 
moment. Iran's coastline in the Persian Gulf's Strait of Hormuz 
is a vast 1,356 nautical miles long, with inlets perfect for 

hiding swarms of small suicide-attack boats. But for the 
presence of the U.S. Navy, this would allow Iran to rule the 
Persian Gulf. Iran also has 300 miles of Arabian Sea frontage, 
making it vital for Central Asia's future access to international 
waters. India has been helping Iran develop the port of Chah 
Bahar in Iranian Baluchistan, which will one day be linked to 
the gas and oil fields of the Caspian basin. 

Iran is the geographic pivot state of the Greater Middle 
East, and it is essential for the United States to reach an 
accommodation with it. The regime of the ayatollahs descends 
from the Medes, Parthians, Achaemenids and Sassanids of 
yore—Iranian peoples all—whose sphere of influence from 
the Syrian desert to the Indian subcontinent was built on a 
clearly defined geography. 

There is one crucial difference, however: Iran's current 
quasi-empire is built on fear and suffocating clerical rule, both 
of which greatly limit its appeal and point to its eventual 
downfall. Under this regime, the Technicolor has disappeared 
from the Iranian landscape, replaced by a grainy black-and-
white. The West should be less concerned with stopping Iran's 
nuclear program than with developing a grand strategy for 
transforming the regime. 

In this very brief survey of the world as seen from the 
standpoint of geography, I don't wish to be misunderstood: 
Geography is common sense, but it is not fate. Individual 
choice operates within a certain geographical and historical 
context, which affects decisions but leaves many possibilities 
open. The French philosopher Raymond Aron captured this 
spirit with his notion of "probabilistic determinism," which 
leaves ample room for human agency. 

But before geography can be overcome, it must be 
respected. Our own foreign-policy elites are too enamored of 
beautiful ideas and too dismissive of physical facts-on-the-
ground and the cultural differences that emanate from them. 
Successfully navigating today's world demands that we focus 
first on constraints, and that means paying attention to maps. 
Only then can noble solutions follow. The art of statesmanship 
is about working just at the edge of what is possible, without 
ever stepping over the brink. 

Mr. Kaplan is chief geopolitical analyst for Stratfor, a 
private global intelligence firm. 
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28. Too Small An Ocean 
A proposal for a middle path for America, between confronting China and giving way to it 
(THE ECONOMIST 08 SEP 12) ... Banyan 

“The Pacific is big enough for all of us,” declared Hillary 
Clinton, America’s secretary of state, on August 31st. Or is it? 
Xinhua, the official Chinese news agency, countered this week 
that the ocean is also “small enough to create conflicts that can 
threaten peace in the region and the world at large.” Certainly, 
America and China have recently been bumping heads in the 
western Pacific. And a visit by Mrs. Clinton to Beijing this 
week served only to underscore the difficulty in managing 
their rivalry. 

The two sides disagree about the cause of the problem. 
For America it is China’s increasingly assertive stance on 
territorial disputes: with South-East Asian countries in the 
South China Sea, and, farther north, with Japan. To China it is 
American meddling, which, as Xinhua put it, “has apparently 

emboldened certain relevant parties to make provocations 
against China.” The competition is more fundamental, 
however, than either of these finger-pointing explanations 
allows. It is the inevitable rivalry between an incumbent 
superpower and a rapidly rising one. 

“The China Choice,” a new book by Hugh White, an 
Australian writer on strategic affairs, elaborates on this rivalry 
without the usual fuzzy coating of diplomatic obfuscation. 
America is the pre-eminent military power in the western 
Pacific and wants to stay that way. That is the message of the 
Obama administration’s “pivot” or “rebalancing” to Asia, and 
its commitment to keep most of its naval forces in the Pacific. 
China, newly confident in its wealth and military muscle, 
wants to challenge this American primacy so close to home. 
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Hence the “choice” for America: to try to resist China’s 
challenge (as it does now) and maintain primacy; to yield to 
Chinese regional dominance, which would be repugnant to 
many Americans and would scare its Asian allies; or, as Mr. 
White favours, to negotiate “a new order in which China’s 
authority and influence grow enough to satisfy the Chinese, 
and America’s role remains large enough to ensure that 
China’s power is not misused.” 

To many Americans, this will seem as unnecessary and 
defeatist as withdrawal itself. American primacy has worked 
well not just for America but for the entire Asia-Pacific, 
creating the peaceful backdrop for economic miracles -- most 
spectacularly in China itself. And America’s economy is still 
the world’s largest, with a defence budget that dwarfs China’s 
and an edge in military technology that China is years away 
from overtaking. 

Mr. White argues these advantages are, if not wholly 
illusory, then at least deceptive. American power is 
constrained by the danger of escalation. Its ability to defend 
Taiwan from a Chinese invasion, say, or even to back up the 
Philippines or Vietnam in a clash with China over a 
contentious rock in the South China Sea relies on its 
willingness to see these conflicts become wars involving the 
superpowers or even nuclear confrontations. A compelling 
passage in the book spells out just how a minor maritime tiff 
could swiftly get out of hand. 

Another argument against an accommodation with China 
is that its rise cannot continue at the pace seen in the past 33 
years, and that, once its economy falters, its political system 
could also look shaky. Mr. White calls this “Micawberesque” -
- hoping something will turn up, or China will turn down. 
Even if it does, barring a cataclysm such as a Soviet-style 
collapse, it will still, in a few years, have a bigger economy 
than America’s. And any new regime in a post-fall China 
would probably be weaker than the present one and perhaps 
more prone to populist nationalism. 

America’s other big strength in the Asia-Pacific region is 
its network of alliances and friendships with other countries 
that welcome its reassuring presence. Indeed, American 
pronouncements in the past couple of years over the 

importance of the South China Sea might have been designed 
to provoke China into fierce responses that alarm its 
neighbours and push them closer to America. But if they 
should ever find themselves asked to take sides in a war 
between America and China, almost every Asian country 
would try to find a seat on the sidelines. 

One reason is that China is now the biggest single trading 
partner of most of them. America’s economy, too, is tightly 
bound up with China’s. Some argue that this economic 
integration -- in sharp contrast to the days of America’s cold 
war with the Soviet Union -- makes the risks of conflict too 
high. Others point out that a similar period in history of 
surging globalisation ended not in universal peace but the first 
world war. 

Still others argue that America and China are in fact 
rather adept at defusing rows. After her talks in Beijing, Mrs. 
Clinton praised the “strength and resilience” of a relationship, 
where it is possible “to talk about anything.” Certainly, the 
showdown in May over the fate of Chen Guangcheng, a blind 
Chinese dissident, soon blew over. Mr. White finds it hardly 
reassuring that one man can still raise such basic questions 
about the world’s most important bilateral relationship. 

No Lead Guitar 
Mr. White’s solution is for a “concert” of Asia’s great 

powers -- America, China, India and Japan -- in which they 
agree not to seek primacy, and to gang up on any member that 
tries. This would involve conceding to China a “sphere of 
influence” (in Indochina, for example). The proposal seems 
far-fetched, if only because of the political obstacles in all four 
countries -- not to mention those denied an instrument in the 
concert. 

Mr. White’s views are controversial but he is not quite 
alone in contemplating Sino-American power-sharing. A 
decade ago Bill Clinton suggested America could use its 
unprecedented power to create a world in which it would be 
comfortable living when it was “no longer top dog on the 
global block.” But it would take a very brave serving president 
to advocate a negotiated end to American leadership in the 
Pacific; and perhaps an even braver Chinese leader to agree to 
limit his country’s rise. 
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29. A New Kind Of Warfare 
(NEW YORK TIMES 10 SEP 12) ... Editorial 

Cybersecurity efforts in the United States have largely 
centered on defending computer networks against attacks by 
hackers, criminals and foreign governments, mainly China. 
Increasingly, however, the focus is on developing offensive 
capabilities, on figuring out how and when the United States 
might unleash its own malware to disrupt an adversary’s 
networks. That is potentially dangerous territory. 

Such malware is believed to have little deterrent value 
against criminals who use computers to steal money from 
banks or spies who pilfer industrial secrets. But faced with 
rising intrusions against computers that run America’s military 
systems and its essential infrastructure — its power grid, for 
instance, and its telecommunications networks — the military 
here (and elsewhere) sees disruptive software as an essential 
new tool of war. According to a study by the Center for 
Strategic and International Studies, the 15 countries with the 

biggest military budgets are all investing in offensive cyber 
capabilities. 

The latest step occurred last month when the United 
States sent out bids for technologies “to destroy, deny, 
degrade, disrupt, corrupt or usurp” an adversary’s attempt to 
use cyberspace for advantage. The Air Force asked for 
proposals to plan for and manage cyberwarfare, including the 
ability to launch superfast computer attacks and withstand 
retaliation. 

The United States, China, Russia, Britain and Israel began 
developing basic cyberattack capabilities at least a decade ago 
and are still figuring out how to integrate them into their 
military operations. Experts say cyberweapons will be used 
before or during conflicts involving conventional weapons to 
infect an adversary’s network and disrupt a target, including 
shutting down military communications. The most prominent 
example is the Stuxnet virus deployed in 2010 by the United 



 35

States and Israel to set back Iran’s nuclear program. Other 
cyberattacks occurred in 2007 against Syria and 1998 against 
Serbia. 

Crucial questions remain unanswered, including what 
laws of war would apply to decisions to launch an attack. The 
United States still hasn’t figured out what impact 
cyberweapons could have on actual battlefield operations or 
when an aggressive cyber response is required. Nor has 
Washington settled on who would authorize an attack; experts 
see roles for both the president and military commanders. 
There is also the unresolved issue of how to minimize 

collateral damage — like making sure malware does not 
cripple a civilian hospital. 

Another big concern is China, which is blamed for 
stealing American military secrets. Washington has not had 
much success persuading Beijing to rein in its hackers. There 
is a serious risk of miscalculation if, for example, there is a 
confrontation in the South China Sea. China could 
misinterpret a move, unleash a cyberattack and trigger a real 
cyberwar. What’s clearly needed are new international 
understandings about what constitutes cyber aggression and 
how governments should respond. Meanwhile, the United 
States must do what it can to protect its own networks. 
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30. The Bitter Failure Of The MOVE Act 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 09 SEP 12) ... Editorial 

The MOVE Act, designed to ensure that American men 
and women serving overseas have every opportunity to vote, 
in 2009 required military services to open a voter assistance 
office on every one of its installations, except for those in a 
war zone. 

The goal was a good one. Voting is a bedrock right in 
America, although it's not always easy to access. Military 
members skew younger. Many have never voted. Remote 
registration can be complicated. So can absentee voting. 

Before the MOVE Act, according to the Military Voter 
Protection Project, the Pentagon gave the job of helping new 
voters to an already busy junior officer or senior enlisted 
member in an individual unit. The result of such half 
measures, according to a report in Stars and Stripes, has been 
historically poor participation among the military. 

"Researchers from the Overseas Vote Foundation found 
that nearly one-third of military and civilian voters living 
outside the country could not successfully cast a ballot in 2010 
because of mismailed paperwork, too-tight deadlines and other 
common frustrations," the newspaper reported. "In 2008, it 
was almost half of those surveyed." 

The new voter-registration offices were supposed to help 
servicemen cut through all the paperwork and exercise one of 
the rights they were sworn to protect. But the offices were 
expensive, and the MOVE Act didn't allocate an additional 
dime. 

That's bad enough, but what happened in the 
implementation of the program was outrageous - starting with 
the fact that officials with the Federal Voting Assistance 
Program apparently can't count. 

They reported to Congress in September 2011 that 224 
U.S. facilities worldwide required "installation voting 
assistance offices," according to a report from the Defense 
Department's Inspector General. 

"However, the list of 224 installations did not include 
major bases in the United States, such as Fort Meade, 
Maryland, or bases in overseas locations, such as Germany 
and Korea," the IG found. "Further, the list of 224 contained 
duplications or bases that were consolidated or closed as a 
result of the Base Closure and Realignment Commission." 

So far, so bad. 
Then the Inspector General tried to contact the offices, 

which are required under the law to provide walk-in, face-to-
face, full-service assistance. 

The IG tried telephone and email. It left messages. It used 
installation websites or directory assistance to find other 
numbers. If, after three days, it hadn't received a response, it 
considered the attempts a failure. 

The IG's efforts failed more than 50 percent of the time. 
Which led to this conclusion, couched in the careful 

language of a federal investigator: 
"[W]e believe the number of [installation voting 

assistance offices] necessary to comply with the spirit of the 
law may significantly exceed the number of IVAOs actually in 
existence today." 

There were other problems, according to the Military 
Voter Protection Project, many of them created by a resistant 
Pentagon. Surveys that were supposed to be done were 
repeatedly delayed by months. Offices that were supposed to 
be opened before the 2010 election didn't open until 2011. 
Though the offices were supposed to be part of in-processing, 
they often were left off checklists and were located far away 
from critical services. 

The result, according to the project, has been abysmal. 
The organization figures that about two-thirds of 
servicemembers and their families will need to vote absentee. 
Nevertheless, "[o]f the 126,251 active-duty military members 
and spouses in Virginia, only 1,746 have requested absentee 
ballots for the November election. Similarly, in North 
Carolina and Ohio, less than 2,000 absentee military ballots 
have been requested by military members and their spouses in 
those states. Overall, in these three states, less than 2 percent 
of eligible military voters (5,411 out of 288,961) have 
requested absentee ballots." 

A primary explanation from the Federal Voting 
Assistance Program is that fully complying with the law could 
cost between $15 million and $20 million every year, and that 
online tools and advertising will work better, even though 
many servicemembers - especially in the lowest grades, or at 
sea - don't have easy access to the Internet. 

The IG agreed with the FVAP and recommended that the 
Pentagon work with Congress to leave implementation of the 
MOVE Act to the discretion of the secretary of defense. 

That's enormously wrong-headed. FVAP already has an 
elaborate voter-registration website, with links to all the social 
media tools. They simply aren't working, as the August report 
from the Military Voter Protection Project makes clear. 

Congress passed a law in 2009 designed to make voter 
registration easier for the nation's service members. The 



 36

Pentagon defied that law, and the results are obvious. So is the 
military's decision to abandon its obligation to protect the 

rights of its soldiers, Sailors, airmen and Marines. 
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31. Survivors Help Families Heal 
Education can teach recognition of danger signs 
(WASHINGTON TIMES 09 SEP 12) ... By Lynda C. Davis 

Today is World Suicide Prevention Day, and this is 
Suicide Prevention Week. Recent reports from the 
Departments of Defense (DOD) and Veterans Affairs (VA) 
show the number of U.S. soldiers who have died by their own 
hand is estimated to be greater than the number (6,460) who 
have died in combat in Afghanistan and Iraq. About 18 
veterans kill themselves each day. The loss of these dedicated 
men and women and the numbers of surviving loved ones they 
leave behind is truly shocking. 

At the DOD/VA Suicide Prevention Conference in June, 
Secretary of Defense Leon E. Panetta acknowledged both the 
challenge of, and the responsibility for, military suicide: 
"There are no easy answers here ... there are no quick fixes ... 
there are no simple solutions to the problem of suicide. But 
that doesn't mean that we can't do more to prevent it from 
happening." 

For the Department of Defense, doing more has included 
addressing the recommendations contained in the 2010 report 
by the DOD Task Force on the Prevention of Suicide by 
Members of the Armed Forces, including establishing a 
professionally staffed Suicide Prevention Office and 
enhancing its Military Crisis Line. 

The military services also are doubling their efforts. Gen. 
Lloyd J. Austin III, the Army's vice chief of staff, 
characterizes suicide as "the toughest enemy I have faced in 
my 37 years in the Army" and has called for an Army-wide 
suicide "stand down" later this month to familiarize all 
members of the Army family with suicide prevention. 

This Army-wide educational effort would have provided 
much-needed information for my dear friend Jennifer, a 
devoted mother who bravely struggles through exhaustion 
each day to raise four girls as an Army widow. The No. 1 
issue that she would ask the Army to address is how to fully 
and respectfully "involve the family in how best to handle the 
fragile soldier." She understands too clearly that any perceived 
"lack of concern can be lethal" and that "support from those 
closest is crucial." 

Jennifer and her girls lived through the initial shock of 
losing a devoted soldier and beloved husband and father 
thanks in large part to their closeness, sheer guts and the 
support of other military family survivors who were there to 

help them heal. The Tragedy Assistance Program for 
Survivors (TAPS) offered them peer-based emotional support, 
casework assistance, connections to community-based care, 
and grief and trauma resources. The Military Suicide Survivor 
Seminars and Good Grief Camps provided a safe place where 
they were not stigmatized as members of a surviving family of 
death from suicide. 

Stigma often marks these surviving families - as it did 
their service member. Those in uniform seek to avoid stigma 
by shunning the preventive services they so desperately need, 
while fear of the stigma of shame keeps their surviving family 
and friends from reaching out to healing "postvention" 
support. 

The TAPS director of suicide education and support was 
all too familiar with the tragic consequences of stigma. Kim 
Ruocco's metamorphosis from a suicide survivor to someone 
helping other survivors heal began tragically with the death of 
her husband five years ago. Like other Marines who do 
"whatever they can do to push those feelings down so they can 
still function as perceived warriors," Kim's husband went to 
lengths to avoid stigma until one day it was too late. "How do 
you tell two young boys that their dad made it back safely 
from Iraq after flying all these missions and then took his own 
life?" 

Today, Kim can identify many factors that contribute to a 
service member taking his or her own life, but stigma 
continues to be a real and primary one. The fear that getting 
help will stigmatize their military career and cause them to 
lose the respect they have worked so hard to earn is real. 
"Service members often wait until their pain is intolerable and 
their worlds are falling apart before they seek help, and then 
they often are so very sick," she said 

According to the American Association of Suicidology, 
every 14 minutes one person in the United States - military, 
veteran and/or civilian - will complete a suicide. During this 
important week of suicide prevention, it's imperative for us to 
continue to remove any and all barriers - especially stigma - 
that limit access to everyone who needs the support that helps 
hurting heal. 

Lynda C. Davis is the former deputy undersecretary of 
defense formilitary community and family policy. 
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32. New Worry For Military Families 
(SAN DIEGO UNION TRIBUNE 08 SEP 12) ... Katherine Willey 

We raised our son in Coronado. He’ll be 21 soon – a kid 
who’d probably be described as “happy” before any other 
quality about him is mentioned. With a parent’s pride, I write 
that he’s athletic, funny, whip-smart and confident. 

In the face of our plans for college and graduate school 
education, dreams spun for him since his birth, our son instead 
enlisted, the first moment he could, in the United States Navy. 
He chose special forces and one of the most challenging 
specialties in the military – explosive ordnance disposal. 

“Because someone needs to do it, Mom,” was his inarguable 
response to the question of “why?” 

One of the longest training regimens in the Navy, in 
which our son has shined, will be done soon, and he’ll likely 
be deployed somewhere his special skills will be tested and 
honed. A strong possibility is that he’ll see action in the war 
that is “winding down” 8,000 miles away. That conflict is 
drawing little attention from most of us as we enjoy our safe 
and comfortable lives. But for other families scattered across 
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the U.S., those with kids serving in that harsh place, the stories 
about helicopter downings or another devastating IED attack 
bring home every day that, for them, the war in Afghanistan 
isn’t winding down, at all. 

Now, there's a growing and confounding threat. At their 
desks on base, in a mess hall, while serving as checkpoint 
sentries, or on patrol, our servicemen's lives are being claimed 
by an enemy that none of their training, none of the U.S. 
military's weaponry, nor any of their leadership has prepared 
them to face – murder by their erstwhile allies. 

One trainer is drowned by a rogue whale at Sea World, 
and a cry goes up across the country to end getting into the 
water with the creatures. A girl is snatched by a child predator 
and protective laws are instituted throughout the U.S. A 
toddler chokes on a toy part and a recall affecting millions is 
issued. In a country that values life to this degree, why is not 
more being done to protect those fighting the war in 
Afghanistan? Is it because they volunteered to serve our 
country? Does donning a military uniform mean that the life 
of the person wearing it is somehow devalued? 

Why does having the courage to enlist in our military 
make one’s life more expendable than those who have not 
chosen to put their lives on the line in the service of this 
country? A willingness to take on the risks of combat does not 
equate to acceptance of being shot in the back. Having taken 
on the dangerous job of defusing IEDs does not demonstrate 
tolerance for being ambushed by an ostensibly allied soldier. 

Being brave doesn’t mean not caring about one’s life. The 
risks facing our son are frightening. The worst however, is 
imagining him losing his life without even the chance that his 
superb training and intelligence would otherwise afford him – 
being shot dead by an “allied” Afghan soldier, as over 75 of 
our service members have been, more than 40 of them in this 
year alone. 

Every reasonable effort should be made to protect those 
already facing terrible risks in Afghanistan. Our military 
leadership should respond with more than orders to keep a 
loaded weapon handy at all times. Partial solutions could 
include strategies such as training fewer and carefully vetted 
Afghan soldiers; bringing their military officers to out-of-
country locations for tactical inculcation; cultural awareness 
instruction for our troops serving among Muslim soldiers; or, 
best, a U.S. policy change that recognizes as ineffectual the 
strategy of drawing down troops and leaving a vulnerable 
training force exposed to an Afghan militia in which far too 
many members harbor murderous hatred for our forces. 

The Afghan conflict has now entered a new and 
horrendous phase. Until and unless our leadership develops 
effective tactics for ending the wholesale murder of our troops 
while not in combat, then I suggest that we call into question 
the policies and strategies that continue to expose some of this 
nation’s best to senseless murder on foreign soil. 

Willey, a longtime San Diego area commercial banker, 
has lived with her family in Coronado for 12 years. 
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33. How Resilient Is Post-9/11 America? 
(NEW YORK TIMES 09 SEP 12) ... Thom Shanker and Eric Schmitt 

WASHINGTON -- Even with the death of Osama bin 
Laden, the Al Qaeda terrorist network is “evolving” and 
“adapting” and spreading to new havens. The Taliban 
weathered an American-led troop surge in Afghanistan and is 
still “resilient.” Hijackings of commercial vessels off the Horn 
of Africa have dropped, but the Somali pirates remain 
“adaptable” and “flexible.” 

Those are the adjectives chosen by senior American 
officials in grudging acknowledgment of continuing threats to 
American security by adversaries described as resilient, 
capable of rebounding from terrible losses and able to recruit 
again to carry out more vicious attacks. 

These same leaders, however, strike a different tone when 
assessing the effects on this nation of the 11-year-old struggle 
against violent extremism. To be sure, American leaders 
praise the heroism and sacrifice of those who defend the 
United States, but they are increasingly pressed to explain, and 
resolve, deeply troubling trends: levels of suicide among the 
troops and of post-traumatic stress that threaten to overwhelm 
the health care system. 

These raise concerns that the United States is losing 
ground in the New Darwinism of security threats, in which an 
agile enemy evolves in new ways to blunt America’s vast 
technological prowess with clever homemade bombs and anti-
American propaganda that helps supply a steady stream of 
fighters. 

Have we become America the brittle? 
“Resiliency” has finally entered the lexicon of American 

political leaders. The military has instituted programs for the 
fighting force. Officials are looking to the experiences of such 

countries as Britain and Israel, examples of individual and 
national resilience earned the hard way. 

Federal law enforcement and homeland security experts 
are advising corporate America to build better security into 
their business practices — to safeguard their goods and 
services, to recover from attack and, from the companies’ 
perspective, to boost their brand. “When you think of El Al, 
it’s not for on-time performance, it’s that you’re safe,” said a 
senior law enforcement official, referring to the Israeli airline 
renowned for its security procedures. 

Officers across the American military now receive 
resilience training before taking command positions, to enable 
them to better spot subordinates showing signs of emotional 
wear and tear and to better deal with it. 

Senior leaders of the Army, which has borne the lion’s 
share of the deployments over more than a decade of grinding 
ground combat, created a program called Comprehensive 
Soldier Fitness “to teach soldiers how to be psychologically 
strong in the face of adversity, such as combat.” Tellingly, 
these classes on resilience are available to family members of 
the troops, as well. 

“This is something we’re going to have forever, similar to 
physical training,” Brig. Gen. James F. Pasquarette, the 
program’s former director, said in an Army news release. 

The Army’s resiliency program was created by the 
University of Pennsylvania and designed around “modules” 
that focus on “post-traumatic growth” as well as personal and 
family emotional fitness. 

Federal homeland security advisers are helping local 
police departments identify risks and teach tactics common to 
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fighting terrorists and violent criminals, like the man accused 
in July of rigging his apartment with explosives and of killing 
12 people in a Colorado movie theater. In the next month, the 
Homeland Security Department is launching a new online 
library for police trainers nationwide that will include case 
studies like the Norwegian man convicted of killing 77 people 
in a horrific bombing and shooting attack in July last year. 

Other countries already exhibit a strong psychological 
resilience. A bomb goes off in a Jerusalem market and the city 
mourns, but the market reopens quickly. A bomb goes off in 
the London subway and the city mourns, but the subway 
reopens quickly. 

After suffering decades of Irish Republican Army 
terrorism and then more recent violence from Islamist 
militants, Britain has elevated responsibilities for national 
resilience to a formal government position. The United States 
has no comparable post. 

A senior British official responsible for “security, 
intelligence and resilience” now sits in the Cabinet Office and 
is responsible for emergency preparedness, emergency 
response and recovery, infrastructure resilience and 
community resilience across Britain. 

Can the United States learn resilience without suffering 
the repeated murderous attacks that have bloodied such 
nations as Israel and Britain? If — when — terrorists again 
strike the United States, will the response be brittle and 
clumsy and counterproductive in ways that only add to the 
militants’ victory? Or will Americans rise with resilience? 

The best weapon against terror is refusing to be terrorized. 
That starts with giving Americans timely, accurate 
information about potential threats. 

The Homeland Security Department is trying to enlist the 
public’s help with a program called “If You See Something, 
Say Something,” which urges citizens to report unusual 
behavior to authorities. Well-meaning, perhaps, but officials 
must offer more practical guidance to avoid creating “a 
climate of spying,” homeland security specialists say. 

Not all security experts are enamored of the “R”-word. 
Richard A. Falkenrath, a senior fellow at the Council on 
Foreign Relations and formerly the New York Police 

Department’s top counterterrorism official, says it makes 
sense to examine resilience in a particular region or business 
sector. For example, as the weather has become increasingly 
volatile and violent, oil and gas companies operating in the 
Gulf of Mexico can now better predict storms and evacuate 
rigs and shut down pumps more efficiently. 

“But resilience as a kind of homeland security equivalent 
of G.N.P., I’ve never bought it,” he said. 

There is a notable national example of what resilience 
looks like. 

The most horrific attack of homegrown terrorism 
occurred in Oklahoma City in April 1995, when Timothy J. 
McVeigh, a right-wing, militia-movement extremist, 
detonated a truck bomb in front of the Alfred P. Murrah 
Federal Building, killing 168 people, including 19 children. 

The city grieved, to be sure, but the city’s leaders adopted 
a posture of resiliency. “We can’t show them we’re afraid,” 
said Ronald J. Norick, who was the Oklahoma City mayor at 
the time of the bombing. “We had to do something for our 
community. It was not going to happen just by happenstance. 
There had to be a purpose. There had to be a reason. And there 
was no better way to improve our city than to do it ourselves.” 

So the capital of one of the reddest red states in the 
nation, hardly a bastion of tax-and-spend ideology, has now 
twice extended a sales-tax increase to raise hundreds of 
millions of dollars to rebuild and improve a sleepy town that 
was brutally scarred by the bombing. The building and 
rebuilding included a performing arts center, a library, a 
baseball park, public schools, a convention center and a river 
walk that is home to the United States Olympic team’s rowing 
training. A championship-caliber N.B.A. franchise was 
brought to town. 

“McVeigh thought that by being a terrorist, he could start 
a revolution,” Mr. Norick said. “But we showed that you are 
not going to destroy this country coming in here and trying to 
blow us up and terrorize us. It’s not going to work. It’s going 
to make us come together.” 

Thom Shanker and Eric Schmitt are national security 
reporters for The New York Times. 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. U.S. Navy Unveils New Shore Energy Policy 
(REUTERS 10 JUL 12) ... David Alexander 

WASHINGTON -- The U.S. Navy unveiled a major update of its energy policies ashore on Tuesday, calling for improved 
efficiency, greater conservation and increased use of renewable power to cut energy consumption in half at bases worldwide by the 
end of the decade. 

 
2. Navy Issues New Shore Energy Policy To Achieve Energy Security Goals 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 10 JUL 12) ... Chief of Naval Operations Shore Readiness Division 

WASHINGTON -- The Navy issued a new energy policy that will drive energy consumption reduction at all Navy installations, 
transform the shore energy culture and seek new or existing technical solutions for reducing energy, officials announced July 10. 

 
3. Contrary To Hyped Reports, The Navy Isn’t Out To Kill Whales And Dolphins 
(SMOKE-FILLED WORLD 10 JUL 12) ... Ethan Bearman 

Did you see all of the posts on Facebook, tweets on Twitter, and blog posts around the Internet screaming that the Navy wants to 
kill or deafen thousands of whales and dolphins? 

 

CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
4. Operation Martillo: Monitoring The Sea 
(UNIVISION 10 JUL 12) ... Ricardo Arambarri 

Fighting narco-trafficking...in the cities, it's the police, at the borders, it's the customs officers, and at sea, it's the Coast Guard and 
DEA. But what very few people know is that the U.S. Navy also carries out this mission. Our Ricardo Arambarri was aboard a frigate 
for 10 days looking for drug traffickers...This is what he saw. 

 
5. Australian Forces Join Multilateral Exercise - RIMPAC 12 
(AUSTRALIAN DEPARTMENT OF DEFENCE 11 JUL 12) 

Australian sailors, soldiers, airmen and women have joined defence forces from 21 other nations, including France, Canada and 
Russia, for Exercise RIM-OF-THE-PACIFIC (RIMPAC 12) in the islands of Hawaii. 

 
6. ONR Sensor And Software Suite Hunts Down More Than 600 Suspect Boats 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 10 JUL 12) ... Office of Naval Research 

ARLINGTON, Va. -- A new sensor and software suite sponsored by the Office of Naval Research (ONR) recently returned from 
West Africa after helping partner nations track and identify target vessels of interest as part of an international maritime security 
operation, officials announced July 10. 

 
7. Petition Against Navy Training Draws 400,000 Signatures 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 10 JUL 12) ... Nathan Max 

An online petition calling on the Navy to stop using high-frequency sound testing that could potentially harm whales and dolphins 
in waters off California, Hawaii, the Atlantic Coast and Gulf of Mexico generated more than 400,000 signatures before being turned in 
Tuesday morning. 

 
8. 6th Fleet Commander Launches Exercise Sea Breeze 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 11 JUL 12) ... Commander, U.S. Naval Forces Europe-Africa/U.S. 6th Fleet Public Affairs 

ODESSA, Ukraine -- The commander of U.S. 6th Fleet commemorated the start of the Ukrainian-led, international maritime 
exercise Sea Breeze 2012 (SB12) at the opening ceremony, July 9. 

 



 2

9. RP-U.S. Naval Exercises In Mindanao End 
(MANILA SUN STAR (PHILIPPINES) 11 JUL 12) ... Bong S. Sarmiento 

GENERAL SANTOS CITY -- Filipino and American navy and coast guard forces ended Tuesday their joint naval exercises in 
Mindanao on a high note, with both camps vowing to continue collaboration in maritime defense and disaster response. 

 
10. USS McFaul Arrives In Victoria, Seychelles 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 11 JUL 12) ... USS McFaul Public Affairs 

VICTORIA, Seychelles -- The guided-missile destroyer USS McFaul (DDG 74) arrived in Victoria, Seychelles, for a scheduled 
port visit, July 10. 

 
11. Lincoln Concludes Operations In Support Of OEF 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 10 JUL 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Tim D. Godbee, USS Abraham Lincoln Public 
Affairs 

USS ABRAHAM LINCOLN, At Sea -- Aircraft assigned to Carrier Air Wing (CVW) 2, embarked aboard the Nimitz-class 
aircraft carrier USS Abraham Lincoln (CVN 72), completed their final combat flight operations in support of Operation Enduring 
Freedom (OEF) this deployment, July 9. 

 
12. USS Laboon To Deploy 
(WAVY NBC NORFOLK 10 JUL 12) 

NORFOLK, Va. -- Guided-missile destroyer USS Laboon will depart Naval Station Norfolk on July 11 for a Ballistic Missile 
Defense operations deployment. 

 
13. USS Fort McHenry Deploys 
(WTKR CBS NORFOLK 10 JUL 12) 

Hundreds of Sailors are leaving for yet another mission. 
 

14. Carl Vinson Enters Planned Incremental Availability Period 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 10 JUL 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Matthew J. Haran, USS Carl Vinson Public Affairs 

SAN DIEGO -- Almost one month after USS Carl Vinson's (CVN 70) return from a Western Pacific deployment supporting 
Operation Enduring Freedom, the crew is putting on hard hats and safety goggles for a planned incremental availability (PIA) period 
July 5-Feb. 1, 2013. 

 

GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
15. ASEAN Code Of Conduct: China Likely To Nix Policy On Sea Claims 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 11 JUL 12) 

PHNOM PENH — The 10 member states of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations have agreed on a code of conduct to 
prevent armed clashes over the South China Sea but have yet to get Beijing to agree to it, a Cambodian official said Monday. 

 
16. China Warns ASEAN On South China Sea Row 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 10 JUL 12) 

BEIJING — China warned Southeast Asian nations on Tuesday against "hyping" a dispute over the South China Sea, as it voiced 
opposition to the row being discussed at a regional security forum. 

 
17. China Seeks Closer Defense Ties With Australia 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 10 JUL 12) ... Rod McGuirk 

CANBERRA, Australia — A Chinese official called Tuesday for closer defense and economic ties with Australia and warned 
against what he said was a growing "Cold War mentality" in the United States. 

 
18. Russia Sending Warships On Maneuvers Near Syria 
(NEW YORK TIMES 10 JUL 12) ... Andrew E. Kramer and Rick Gladstone 

MOSCOW — Russia said on Tuesday that it had dispatched a flotilla of 11 warships to the eastern Mediterranean, some of which 
would dock in Syria. It would be the largest display of Russian military power in the region since the Syrian conflict began almost 17 
months ago. Nearly half of the ships were capable of carrying hundreds of marines. 

 
19. U.S. Currently Unconcerned By Russian Syria Flotilla 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 10 JUL 12) 

WASHINGTON — The United States said Tuesday it is aware of a Russian naval flotilla headed for a Syrian port but does not 
yet see cause for concern. 
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20. Iran's Ballistic Missiles Improving, Pentagon Finds 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 10 JUL 12) ... Tony Capaccio 

Iran’s military continues to improve the accuracy and killing power of its long- and short-range ballistic missiles, including 
designing a weapon to target vessels, according to a Pentagon report to Congress. 

 
21. India Develops Malacca Strait Monitoring Base 
(DEFENSE NEWS 10 JUL 12) ... Vivek Raghuvanshi 

NEW DELHI — India has completed infrastructure development work on one of the Andaman and Nicobar islands in the Indian 
Ocean to improve monitoring of the Malacca strait. The new base will be operated at Campbell Bay by the Indian Navy. 

 
22. Navy's Visibility In Indian Ocean Has Increased: Admiral Nirmal Verma 
(PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 10 JUL 12) 

MUMBAI -- Asserting that the Indian Navy's visibility in the Indian Ocean has increased, Chief of Naval Staff, Admiral Nirmal 
Verma today said navy ships are giving adequate protection to merchant vessels in the ocean. 

 

PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
23. Survey: Troops Would Put Off Retirement Pay For Cash Now 
(NAVY TIMES 16 JUL 12) ... Rick Maze 

Four out of five troops say they would be willing to wait until age 50 to begin drawing military retirement checks in return for a 1 
percent basic pay raise now. 

 
24. Navy Rejects Request For More Early Retirements 
(NAVY TIMES 10 JUL 12) ... Mark D. Faram 

The chief of naval personnel had rejected a request from a key lawmaker to allow 15-year retirements for 172 sailors cut by last 
year’s enlisted retention boards. Under the Navy’s current plan, those sailors will be forced to leave the Navy without retirement 
benefits by Sept. 1. 

 
25. Bill Would Apply Military Training To Some Jobs 
(WASHINGTON POST 11 JUL 12) ... Eric Yoder 

Veterans would be able to apply their military training more readily toward the federally issued licenses needed in certain civilian 
jobs under legislation advancing in Congress. 

 
26. Target Areas Announced For SEAL Diversity Effort 
(NAVY TIMES 16 JUL 12) ... Gidget Fuentes 

SAN DIEGO — The latest marketing campaign to recruit more minorities and diversify the Navy’s special warfare community 
will focus on Southern California and the mid-Atlantic, and it may include metropolitan areas with heavy concentrations of Arabs, 
Persians and Hispanics. 

 
27. Study: Some Schools Popular With Vets Don’t Meet Aid Benchmark 
(NAVY TIMES 16 JUL 12) ... Cid Standifer 

Nearly 60,000 veterans have used their Post-9/11 GI Bill benefits at schools where some programs fail to set graduates up for a 
better life, according to data from the Education Department and Military Times EDGE magazine. 

 

FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
28. Navy Admiral Hints At Jettisoning F-35 Fighter 
Questions value of stealth technology 
(WASHINGTON TIMES 10 JUL 12) ... Rowan Scarborough 

The chief of naval operations has penned an opinion column that has military analysts buzzing over whether it signals the Navy 
may be the first military branch to jettison the costly F-35 stealth fighter jet. 

 
29. F-35 Test Points Reach Monthly High, Lockheed Martin Says 
(DEFENSE DAILY 11 JUL 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

The F-35 Joint Strike Fighter reached the highest monthly total of test points yet during June, Lockheed Martin said yesterday, in 
a positive step for a program that has been plagued by cost overruns and delays. 
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30. Countries Vying To Be First Non-U.S. Buyer Of V-22 Osprey 
(REUTERS 10 JUL 12) ... Andrea Shalal-Esa 

FARNBOROUGH, England -- Several countries are competing to become the first foreign buyer of the U.S. military's V-22 tilt-
rotor aircraft, which flies like a plane but takes off and lands like a helicopter, according to the Marine Corps colonel who runs the 
program. 

 
31. Industry Needs Shift In Approach For Program Management: Analysis 
(DEFENSE DAILY 11 JUL 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

Aerospace and defense industry program managers need to move beyond the traditional fundamentals of delivering a product to 
become more effective at meeting a changing environment with tougher demands, according to an analysis released yesterday by a 
business consulting firm. 

 
32. Clock Ticking On Defense Bills In Congress 
(DEFENSE DAILY 11 JUL 12) ... Emelie Rutherford 

Lawmakers are continuing to work on multiple defense bills this month, though they said yesterday some of them may not be 
resolved until September at the earliest. 

 
33. Levin Remains Hopeful On Moving Defense Bill Despite Time Crunch 
(THE HILL 10 JUL 12) ... Jeremy Herb 

Quickly running out of legislative days before the August recess, Senate Armed Services Chairman Carl Levin (D-Mich.) is 
continuing to take the optimistic view that the Defense authorization bill would come to the Senate floor in July. 

 
34. Republican Senators Eye Loophole Fix To Avert Mandatory Pentagon Cuts 
(THE HILL 10 JUL 12) ... Alexander Bolton 

Six Republicans on the Senate Armed Services Committee have signaled they would consider using revenue from closing tax 
loopholes to avert pending cuts to the military. 

 
35. U.S. Weapons Makers Prepare For Decade-Long Downturn 
(REUTERS 10 JUL 12) ... Andrea Shalal-Esa 

FARNBOROUGH, England -- U.S. defense companies are trying to get creative as they gird for a decade of flat or declining 
military spending in Europe and the United States, eyeing more cooperation across borders, joint ventures, foreign sales and adjacent 
markets. 

 
36. Lockheed Martin Issues Pink Slips In Mission Systems Unit 
More than 30 San Diego jobs affected 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 10 JUL 12) ... Jeanette Steele 

Lockheed Martin will cut 740 jobs nationally – including 32 San Diego positions – to “improve efficiency and affordability amid 
a challenging budget environment,” the company said Tuesday. 

 

BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
37. Navy Opens Fire Scout Training Center At Jacksonville NAS 
(FLORIDA TIMES-UNION 10 JUL 12) ... William Browning 

The newest training facility for the Navy’s Fire Scout unmanned helicopter operators formally opened Tuesday at Jacksonville 
Naval Air Station. 

 
38. Naval Station Newport Commemorates War Of 1812 With Public Concert 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 10 JUL 12) ... Lisa Rama, Naval Station Newport Public Affairs 

NEWPORT, R.I. -- Hundreds of spectators crowded onto Dewey Field onboard Naval Station Newport, July 9, to view the Ocean 
State Tall Ships Festival's Parade of Sail and enjoy music performed by Navy Band Northeast's contemporary pop music group, 
Rhode Island Sound. 

 
39. Island To Host Capture Of Fort Mackinac Event July 17 
War of 1812 Bicentennial 
(SAULT STE. MARIE (MI) EVENING NEWS 10 JUL 12) 

MACKINAC ISLAND, Mich. —A commemorative reenactment honoring the bicentennial of the War of 1812 and the Capture of 
Fort Mackinac will take place Tuesday, July 17 at Fort Mackinac on Mackinac Island. Director of Mackinac State Historic Parks and 
Chairman of the State of Michigan War of 1812 Commission Phil Porter made the announcement. 
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40. Naval Submarine Base New London Sailors Provided Muscle To Move Norwich Soup Kitchen 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 10 JUL 12) ... Lt. Cmdr. Jennifer Cragg, Commander, Submarine Group 2 Public Affairs 

NORWICH, Conn. -- Sailors from Naval Submarine Base New London, Naval Submarine School, Commander, Submarine 
Group 2 and Pre-Commissioning Unit North Dakota (SSN 784) participated in a community service volunteer project in Norwich July 
10. 

 
41. Feds Feed Families Across America 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 10 JUL 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Alexandra Snyder, Defense Media Activity - 
Pentagon Bureau 

WASHINGTON -- Navy and Marine personnel from the national capital region (NCR) and around the fleet are aiming to collect 
nearly 400,000 pounds of food for the fourth annual Feds Feed Families campaign. 

 
42. New Little Creek Day Care Center Helps Waiting List 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 10 JUL 12) ... Debbie Messina 

The children in Jenna Montgomery's preschool classroom were rather wiggly for circle time Monday morning, opening day for 
the $10 million state-of-the-art child development center at Joint Expeditionary Base Little Creek-Fort Story. 

 
43. Navy Searching Records For WWII Bombs In Kodiak 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 10 JUL 12) 

KODIAK, Alaska — The Navy wants to know what lies beneath the waters near Kodiak Island. 
 

NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
44. Visitors Find USS John C. Stennis Virtual Carrier Exhibit To Be Fit For All Ages 
(PENSACOLA NEWS JOURNAL 10 JUL 12) ... Rob Johnson 

The controlled commotion on the flight deck of the aircraft carrier USS John C. Stennis on Monday proved just the right level of 
excitement for 10-year-old Jayden Pitts. 

 
45. Pentagon Will Consider Creating Medals Database 
(NAVY TIMES 10 JUL 12) ... Andrew Tilghman 

After years of rejecting the idea, the Pentagon is now considering the creation of a publicly accessible database of military valor 
awards as a way to deter military fakers. 

 
46. Air Force Jet’s Oxygen Problems Raise Lawmakers’ Ire 
(NEW YORK TIMES 11 JUL 12) ... Elisabeth Bumiller 

WASHINGTON — Two lawmakers demanded an explanation from the Air Force on Tuesday for why two more pilots have 
reportedly experienced oxygen problems in the F-22 Raptor, the world’s most expensive fighter jet. 

 
47. Army Bolting As Sponsor After Season 
(USA TODAY 11 JUL 12) ... Dustin Long 

The U.S. Army will not return to NASCAR next season, and the congresswoman who has sought to end military sports 
sponsorships said she would meet today with National Guard officials to discuss their backing of Dale Earnhardt Jr.'s team. 

 
48. Olympia Warship Rehabilitation Sought By Group 
(SAN FRANCISCO CHRONICLE 11 JUL 12) ... Carl Nolte 

A Mare Island museum group has submitted a bid to acquire the old Navy cruiser Olympia, one of the most historic - and 
endangered - warships afloat. 

 
49. World's First Nuclear Cruiser Up For Auction As Scrap 
(REUTERS 11 JUL 12) ... Laura L. Myers 

SEATTLE -- The world's first nuclear-powered surface warship, the USS Long Beach, was put up for auction as scrap metal on 
Tuesday to be dismantled and recycled, after spending the past 17 years mothballed in a naval shipyard in Washington state. 

 

OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
50. Collateral Damage 
The Pentagon has become a hostage in the war over the deficit 
(THE ECONOMIST 07 JUL 12) ... Editorial 

It seemed a good idea at the time. But sequestration, an ugly word for an ugly thing, now threatens to rip the heart out of 
America’s defence budget. 



 6

 
51. Elected Officials Need To Know About Military’s Economic Impact In Region 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 08 JUL 12) ... Rear Adm. James A. Johnson, Ret. 

In a June 24 editorial, U-T San Diego correctly pointed out that automatic federal budget cuts — set to be triggered on Jan. 2 
unless Congress and the president enact a new deficit-reduction plan — could result in the loss of as many as 30,000 defense-related 
jobs in our region. 

 
52. ‘Great Green Fleet’ Sails Toward Pentagon’s Reduction In Oil Use 
Yet Conservatives Oppose Military Development of Innovative Advanced Biofuels, Ignoring $123 Million in 
Higher Oil Costs in 2012 
(CENTER FOR AMERICAN PROGRESS 10 JUL 12) ... Christina C. DiPasquale and Daniel J. Weiss 

U.S. Navy servicemen and women recently debuted the “Great Green Fleet,” the first aircraft carrier strike group to be powered 
largely by alternative, nonpetroleum-based fuels. Despite this latest success, however, some congressional conservatives on the Senate 
and House Armed Services committees want to slash funding for this and other Defense Department clean energy programs. This 
would short-circuit investments in energy innovation that could have civilian applications and benefits, helping our nation become less 
reliant on oil. In addition, sole reliance on oil-based fuels subjects the defense budget to increased spending for fuel when the price of 
oil spikes. 

 
53. Professional Licensing 
(NAVY TIMES 16 JUL 12) ... Editorial 

For career troops, being shuttled around the nation — and the world — every few years is part of the job. New assignments come 
with such challenges as packing, moving and getting settled. The Navy makes it relatively easy for sailors; each new assignment 
comes with a new workplace, colleagues and other amenities. 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. U.S. Navy Unveils New Shore Energy Policy 
(REUTERS 10 JUL 12) ... David Alexander 

WASHINGTON -- The U.S. Navy unveiled a major 
update of its energy policies ashore on Tuesday, calling for 
improved efficiency, greater conservation and increased use of 
renewable power to cut energy consumption in half at bases 
worldwide by the end of the decade. 

Vice Admiral Phil Cullom, deputy chief of naval 
operations, said the first updated energy policy for shore 
installations in 18 years was aimed primarily at improving 
energy security for the Navy's 70 bases and other facilities 
worldwide. 

"Energy security is a strategic imperative and it applies to 
both ashore and afloat," Cullom said in a telephone briefing on 
the policy. "The instruction that has just been published is ... 
the latest example of how we're driving a Spartan energy 
ethos." 

He did not say how much the Navy planned to invest 
toward reaching the goals of the new policy. 

The Navy has established a goal of cutting its power 
consumption in installations ashore in half by 2020. The Navy 
also wants half of its energy to come from renewable sources 
by the end of the decade, and it wants half of its installations 
to be net-zero consumers of energy by then. 

The goals are part of President Barack Obama's "all-of-
the-above" push to boost green energy production and reduce 
U.S. dependence on foreign oil. The administration set a goal 
in April for the Pentagon to produce three gigawatts of solar, 
wind and geothermal power on U.S. military bases by 2025. 

The green energy drive came under fire in Congress after 
the Navy paid high prices for test batches of biofuel for use in 
jets and ships. It paid $424 a gallon in 2009 for an algae-based 
oil and nearly $27 a gallon for biofuels for next week's first 
test of a Navy strike force powered mostly by alternative fuel. 

Lawmakers angry over the cost are pushing legislation in 
Congress that would block the military from spending more on 
alternative fuels than it would pay for conventional petroleum. 

Navy Secretary Ray Mabus has said the Navy does not 
plan to purchase operational quantities of biofuels until they 
can be bought at competitive prices. 

Measuring, Then Conserving 
Cullom said the Navy is beginning its push to reduce 

energy consumption ashore by installing advanced metering 
systems wherever possible to measure electricity, natural gas 
and steam consumption so officials know how much they are 
using. 

Beyond that, he said, the Navy hopes to train military 
personnel about the importance of adopting the same 
conservative energy practices ashore that they need to use at 
sea. 

"I can't overemphasize how important the culture change 
piece is," Cullom said. "You're trying to change the attitudes 
and the views of hundreds of thousands of people ... so that 
what they do on board ship is what they do at home." 

The new policy calls for integrating "mission compatible 
and cost-effective renewable energy sources" into the power 
supplies at shore installations. The Navy already produces 
alternative power at some facilities -- enough to power about 
143,000 homes -- and is working with partners on additional 
projects. 

Cullom said the Navy used an analytical model to ensure 
that its spending on new energy technologies produced a 
favorable return on investment. 

He said the new shore energy policy was radically 
different from the version published in 1994, with more focus 
on conservation. Back then, he said, the policy's main point 
was energy security and the Navy's need for assured access to 
power. 

"We've undergone profound changes as a country, we've 
undergone profound changes as a Navy," Cullom said. "So 
this represents a fundamentally different view on it." 

Return to Index 
 

2. Navy Issues New Shore Energy Policy To Achieve Energy Security Goals 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 10 JUL 12) ... Chief of Naval Operations Shore Readiness Division 

WASHINGTON -- The Navy issued a new energy policy 
that will drive energy consumption reduction at all Navy 
installations, transform the shore energy culture and seek new 
or existing technical solutions for reducing energy, officials 
announced July 10. 

The Shore Energy Management Instruction signifies a 
complete revision from the previous version published in 
1994. 

The instruction codifies Navy's policy and strategy to 
ensure energy security as a strategic imperative, meet federal 
mandates and executive orders, and achieve Department of the 
Navy (DoN) shore energy goals. 

Since naval forces require constant support from shore 
installations, Navy is mitigating its vulnerabilities related to 
the electrical grid - such as outages from natural disasters and 
man-made events - by lowering consumption, integrating 
renewable energy sources and increasing control of energy 
supply and distribution. Energy reliability, resiliency and 

redundancy are essential components of the Navy's Critical 
Infrastructure Protection program. 

"Energy security is critical because warfighters need 
assured access to reliable supplies of energy to meet 
operational needs afloat or ashore," said Deputy Chief of 
Naval Operations for Fleet Readiness and Logistics, Vice 
Adm. Phil Cullom. "This instruction is just one example of 
how we are driving a spartan energy ethos in our shore 
operations. We are committed to cost-effectively achieving 
our energy goals by pursuing energy efficiency, transforming 
our energy culture, and integrating renewable energy 
technologies, where viable." 

The revised instruction includes specific responsibilities 
and actions that commands and personnel ashore must take in 
implementing the Navy Shore Energy program. For example, 
each Navy installation will have a tailored energy 
consumption reduction goal based on its unique energy 
situation. By increasing energy efficiency, Navy can reduce 
operating costs, multiply the impact of current and future 
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alternative energy sources and achieve DoN renewable energy 
targets. 

Secretary of the Navy Ray Mabus laid out five aggressive 
energy goals in October 2009 to improve energy security and 
efficiency afloat and ashore and increase our energy security. 

View Shore Energy Management Instruction (PDF) 
Return to Index 
 

3. Contrary To Hyped Reports, The Navy Isn’t Out To Kill Whales And Dolphins 
(SMOKE-FILLED WORLD 10 JUL 12) ... Ethan Bearman 

Did you see all of the posts on Facebook, tweets on 
Twitter, and blog posts around the Internet screaming that the 
Navy wants to kill or deafen thousands of whales and 
dolphins? 

The petition reads, “Stop the killing of 1,800 whales and 
dolphins and the deafening of 15,900 more by ceasing the 
operation of the Navy's underwater sound system in the 
Hawaiian Islands, the California and Atlantic Coasts, and the 
Gulf of Mexico.” 

It has already been signed by 458,000 people, but it is 
wrong, wrong, wrong. 

I spent three days reading through the 3,414 pages of 
Environmental Impact Statements (EIS) from the U.S. Navy 
and found that what the well-intentioned environmentalists are 
signing has been so blown out of proportion that it has more in 
common with a Cold War scare tactic than with scientific 
truth. 

The petition creator, Lyndia Storey, and the Natural 
Resources Defense Council (NRDC) are unable or unwilling 
to refer to the specific pages that support those numbers. 

If I told you that Jesus said all redheads will go to heaven, 
for example, shouldn’t I be able to point to the verse in the 
Bible where that was stated? It’s not there. Neither is this. 

The reports say that over a five-year period 13,330 
mammals could have hearing injuries akin to a human going 
to a loud rock concert and 60 beached whales could die from 
Navy sonar. This would only be true if the military takes no 
preventative measures -- something they are already doing. 

Before you start screaming about even those massively 
lower numbers be aware that they have been exaggerated to 
present an absolute worst-case projection. The report 
deliberately states higher than possible numbers in order to 
protect the Navy, which has been sued dozens of times by 
environmentalists. In fact the Navy says that according to its 
studies no animals will be killed from sonar. No whale has 
died, they say, since 2008 when the Navy had to operate under 
a National Marine Fisheries permit, the terms of which the 
Navy will continue. 

The thought of any dolphins or whales dying needlessly 
upsets me. Ships in the sea kill animals. Cargo and passenger 
ships kill as many as nine whales a year, according to the 
Whale Strike Database. Navy ships and sonar defense can also 
cause some deaths, but how do you measure that against 
national security? 

I love nature and consider myself an environmentalist. I 
care about whales and dolphins and have contributed money to 
these causes in the past particularly the NRDC, based in San 
Francisco, which focuses time and money on protecting 
marine life. 

The NRDC successfully and rightfully sued the Navy 
winning or settling in 2003, 2006, and 2008 to stop or limit the 
use of powerful sonar which could have killed sea mammals 
along the whole West Coast. 

The Navy uses sonar, an acronym for SOund NAvigation 
and Ranging, for searching out enemy submarines and mines, 
like in the movies Das Boot, The Hunt For Red October and 
Crimson Tide. Don’t think those hunts are just fictional. They 
are being done today just as they were during the Cold War 
and China has recently upped their military spending to over 
$100 billion while launching new, possibly silent submarines. 
They aren’t building them for pleasure cruises. 

According to the New York Times, “China has a fleet of 
diesel-electric attack submarines, which can operate quietly 
and effectively in waters near China’s shore to threaten 
foreign warships.” 

Early sonar did in fact kill dolphins and whales because it 
was too powerful, cast too wide a net and was used too close 
to shore. Now the Navy only uses certain types of sonar at 
specific times within 12 nautical miles of shore. 

On top of that, in a move that might surprise petition 
signers, the Navy has used ships and planes to scout out larger 
whales and even dolphins to make sure the movable sonar was 
shut off when they were nearby. The Navy’s future plan is to 
cast the submarine-listening sonar net from only four ships 
around the world in shorter blasts that will have less possible 
effect on marine life. 

In the past year there have been no sea mammal deaths 
directly attributable to Naval war exercises and drills. Zero. 

So the numbers are nowhere near what the petition 
claims. And the real numbers never even take into 
consideration the vast methods employed by dedicated lookout 
personnel and other people watching on ships and aircraft. 

What does the NRDC have to say about all of this? 
Jessica Lass, NRDC Senior Press Secretary, upped her figures 
in an email exchange saying that the Navy will cause “...more 
than 15,000 instances of permanent hearing loss, almost 9,000 
lung injuries, and more than 1,800 deaths from the use of 
sonar and explosives.” 

Explosives? Those weren’t mentioned in the petition. 
When pressed for where in the thousands of pages 

specifically these numbers are derived the response was, “You 
can read the Navy’s reports here: http://hstteis.com/ and 
http://aftteis.com/.” Those two websites simply contain the 
thousands of pages of EIS reports without ever pointing to the 
locations in those pages to support the claims. 

Shouldn’t we expect better from non-profit organizations? 
The NRDC is not supposed to be a political organization 

but one, according to its own website, that is “...the nation's 
most effective environmental action group, combining the 
grassroots power of 1.3 million members and online activists 
with the courtroom clout and expertise of more than 350 
lawyers, scientists and other professionals.” 

Unfortunately what is being presented in this fast-
breeding petition is yet another example of politics driven by 
fear. 
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Keep vigilant on protecting the environment. Protect our 
mammals of the sea. Keep watch on the military as Samuel 
Adams advised in 1768. 

“Even when there is a necessity of the military power 
within a land,” he said. “A wise and prudent people will 
always have a watchful and jealous eye over it." 

But don’t let fear-mongering take over and dilute 
legitimate issues. 

Return to Index 
 
 

CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
4. Operation Martillo: Monitoring The Sea 
(UNIVISION 10 JUL 12) ... Ricardo Arambarri 

Fighting narco-trafficking...in the cities, it's the police, at 
the borders, it's the customs officers, and at sea, it's the Coast 
Guard and DEA. But what very few people know is that the 
U.S. Navy also carries out this mission. Our Ricardo 
Arambarri was aboard a frigate for 10 days looking for drug 
traffickers...This is what he saw. 

Ricardo: This is the USS Nicholas, a guided-missile 
frigate of the United States Navy. We are at sea. The mission: 
capturing narco-traffickers and the capture of their 
contraband...This is Operation Martillo. 

Ricardo: Continually training for combat, we are in the 
front lines in the war against drugs. 

Senior Chief Alvarez: We are training the entire crew for 
this mission...working with the rest of the countries working in 
this area. 

Ricardo (On camera): This type of mission, counter-
drug, there is a little more danger for the crew, right? 

Senior Chief Alvarez: Yes, for each one of us, in one 
form or another. In my job as a department head, I am 
responsible to ensure that everything that has to do with 
combat is ready for every part of this mission. 

Ricardo: In the last reporting from SOUTHCOM, since 
January of this year, when Operation Martillo kicked off, they 
have seen a decrease in the flow of contraband, with one 
exception, the Pacific coast of Colombia. This is precisely our 
area of the fight. 

Captain Fuller: One of the key parts of Operation 
Martillo is the cooperation of all the partner nations. 

Ricardo: There are more than a dozen, including 
Colombia, Chile, the Central American nations, the U.S. and 
various European nations. It is the combination of all these 
navies working together to combat the narco-trafficking that is 
destabilizing the region. 

USS Nicholas has a lot of firepower for war...but it's most 
important assets are its two helicopters. 

Airboss: The helicopter is basically an extension of the 
ship. 

Ricardo: This increases the ship's range by hundreds of 
miles. 

Ricardo (On-camera): What direction are we headed? 
XO: We're headed west. 
Ricardo (On-Camera): West? 
XO: We're on bearing 270, doing 20 knots. 
Ricardo (Standup--Engine Room): The noise is 

unnerving, the heat is unbearable. This is the heart of the 
frigate. Two aircraft engines...well, the Navy version. Which 
is to say that these jet engines can push a ship 30 knots, or 35 
miles per hour. 

Ricardo: But...how can there be aircraft engines...on a 
ship? Simply, the ship has specific needs of force and power. 

XO: We need to be able to steam fast, and turn very fast. 
Ricardo (On-Camera): And you can accelerate fast. 
XO: Yes, we can accelerate much faster than with a 

standard combustion engine. 
Ricardo: But like anything mechanical--there can be 

breakdowns... 
PO2 Gonzales: Our technicians are looking for the 

problem...they just found it. 
Ricardo (On-Camera): This is something that happens 

every day? 
PO2 Gonzales: Every day. 
Ricardo (On-Camera): But you have to be prepared for 

any problem, any time. 
Po2 Gonzales: Yes. 24/7. 
Ricardo: With the problem resolved, we continue the 

mission. Aboard the frigate, we receive military intelligence 
that there are possible narco-traffickers in the area. We're 
going to check it out. 

Tomorrow, Ricardo's special report continues. You'll see 
how the Sailors of the frigate train for confrontations with 
drug traffickers..... 

View Clip (RT: 3:46) 
Transcript translated from Spanish. Video Clip is in 

Spanish 
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5. Australian Forces Join Multilateral Exercise - RIMPAC 12 
(AUSTRALIAN DEPARTMENT OF DEFENCE 11 JUL 12) 

Australian sailors, soldiers, airmen and women have 
joined defence forces from 21 other nations, including France, 
Canada and Russia, for Exercise RIM-OF-THE-PACIFIC 
(RIMPAC 12) in the islands of Hawaii. 

Approximately 1100 Australian Defence personnel are 
among 25,000 personnel participating in the US-sponsored 
exercise. 

For the first time in the history of RIMPAC, Australia 
will lead the maritime component. The Commander of the 

Australian contingent, Commodore Stuart Mayer says it’s the 
first time the United States has provided another country with 
the opportunity to plan and execute the maritime aspect of this 
exercise. 

“The opportunity to command the maritime force is a 
tribute to the trust in which the Australian Navy is held. It is 
also a great personal challenge,” Commodore Mayer said. 
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“Australia is coordinating an extraordinary number of 
assets including seven Combined Task Forces consisting of 40 
surface ships and six submarines.” 

Two Royal Australian Navy (RAN) war ships HMAS 
Darwin and HMAS Perth, and the submarine HMAS 
Farncomb will be conducting a range of exercises and live 
firing, while the Australian Clearance Diving Team will be 
working with other nations conducting explosive ordnance 
disposal and mine countermeasure activities. 

Also participating in the exercise are two AP-3C Orions, a 
S-70B-2 Seahawk helicopter and the E7A Wedgetail Airborne 
Early Warning and Control supported by Air Force personnel 
from Number 2 Squadron. 

Additionally 150 Army personnel from the 1st Battalion, 
Royal Australian Regiment (1 RAR) with engineer, artillery 
and support elements are working with US Navy and US 
marine elements in the Hawaii operating area. 

RIMPAC 12 is the world’s largest multilateral live-fire 
maritime training exercise held around the islands of Hawaii. 

The exercise aims to enhance the interoperability of the 
combined forces and involves war-fighting exercises, 
humanitarian assistance/disaster relief and maritime security 
operations. 

RIMPAC 2012 - the 23rd exercise in the series that began 
in 1971 - will conclude on 3 August. 
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6. ONR Sensor And Software Suite Hunts Down More Than 600 Suspect Boats 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 10 JUL 12) ... Office of Naval Research 

ARLINGTON, Va. -- A new sensor and software suite 
sponsored by the Office of Naval Research (ONR) recently 
returned from West Africa after helping partner nations track 
and identify target vessels of interest as part of an international 
maritime security operation, officials announced July 10. 

Researchers deployed the system, called "Rough Rhino," 
aboard U.S. aircraft, ships and partner nation ships operating 
in waters off the coast of Senegal and Cape Verde. Sailors and 
Coast Guardsmen could access and control the sensors both 
afloat and ashore, as well as share information in a real-time 
common operating picture. 

"It provides a comprehensive maritime domain awareness 
picture for dark, gray and light targets-vessels that range from 
no electronic emissions to those that cooperatively report their 
name and positions, said Dr. Michael Pollock, ONR's division 
director for electronics, sensors and networks. 

Rough Rhino was responsible for finding targets during 
the most recent two-week African Maritime Law Enforcement 
Partnership (AMLEP) operation. The primary missions are 
aimed at assisting and building the host nation's capability to 
interdict and counter narcotics, human trafficking and illegal 
fishing. 

On any given day, the distributed intelligence, 
surveillance and reconnaissance (ISR) system tracked more 
than 600 targets, identified vessels of interest and culminated 
in 24 boardings by Gambian, Senegalese and U.S. maritime 
security teams. For future operations, Gambia and Senegal 
will continue to work with African partner nations to build and 
maintain maritime security and safety. 

"Rough Rhino provided them one of the clearest maritime 
operational pictures that they've ever seen," said Pollock. 
"They could detect, locate, quantify and confirm detailed 
activities of all vessels in their respective countries' exclusive 
economic zones." 

AMLEP provided an opportunity to test the prototype 
Rough Rhino system in an operationally and tactically 
relevant environment, allowing designers and developers to 
see firsthand where the system needs improvement. The 
system includes: radar, optics, electronic surveillance and 
integrated software modified and developed by ONR 
contractors and the Naval Research Laboratory. The system 
was installed on the Naval Research Laboratory's VXS-1 P-3, 
USS Simpson and Senegalese ships SNS Poponguine and SNS 
Djiffere. 

"The unique aspect to this project is how the research 
directly supports an ongoing operation and how we can 
immediately ingest operator feedback" said Pollock. He added 
that the software is constantly rewritten annually from the 
ground up to keep up with changing technology, sensor 
improvements, and fleet and operator needs. 

To date, the system has participated in five major 
operations, including AMLEP 2011 and 2012. Participants 
particularly liked the system's ease of use, requiring little 
training, and clarity, as well as its information storage and 
retrieval abilities, which can be used to support after-action 
reviews and legal prosecutions. 
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7. Petition Against Navy Training Draws 400,000 Signatures 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 10 JUL 12) ... Nathan Max 

An online petition calling on the Navy to stop using high-
frequency sound testing that could potentially harm whales 
and dolphins in waters off California, Hawaii, the Atlantic 
Coast and Gulf of Mexico generated more than 400,000 
signatures before being turned in Tuesday morning. 

The signatures were collected at the website SignOn.org, 
an offshoot of the liberal organization MoveOn.org, in 
response to a Navy draft environmental impact statement 
released in May. The study is required to comply with federal 
environmental law, and Tuesday was the deadline for public 
comments. 

A Navy spokesman said the numbers presented in the 
study — which details how the training could adversely affect 
marine life — is a worst-case scenario. 

The protesters fear the Navy’s training activities 
involving sonar and explosives will kill or deafen thousands of 
whales and dolphins. 

“We would like them to find other ways of testing without 
damaging the marine life or at least get out of the pathways of 
the marine life,” said Lyndia Storey, 69, who is leading the 
petition drive. “The Navy has no discrimination as to where 
they do their testing.” 
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Annually, more than 1,600 marine mammals could lose 
their hearing and 200 could die in the waters off the California 
and Hawaii coasts, according to the environmental impact 
statement. However, project manager Alex Stone said Tuesday 
that doesn’t take into account mitigation measures that would 
likely drastically lower the exercises’ impact. 

Stone said the Navy received the SignOn.org petition 
Tuesday, and it will be reviewed with the rest of the public 
comments. He called the petition — which says that 1,800 
whales and dolphins will die and 15,900 will lose their hearing 
in the Pacific, Atlantic and Gulf of Mexico — misleading. 

“It says we’re going to kill or injure thousands of animals, 
and that’s just not true,” Stone said. “The testing and training 
activities have been ongoing for decades with almost no 

incidents involving marine mammals. The Navy worked hard 
to minimize any potential harm that could occur during 
testing.” 

Stone added that the potential casualty numbers in the 
report are high because the Navy hasn’t developed a way to 
quantify the effectiveness of its mitigation measures. 

“We’re aware of and we’re sensitive to peoples’ concerns 
about marine mammals,” Stone said. “We’re also concerned 
about marine mammals.” 

The Navy is seeking a five-year permit, covering 2014 to 
2019, from the National Marine Fisheries Service to allow it to 
proceed with its planned training activities. Two separate 
permits expire in January 2014. 
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8. 6th Fleet Commander Launches Exercise Sea Breeze 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 11 JUL 12) ... Commander, U.S. Naval Forces Europe-Africa/U.S. 6th Fleet Public Affairs 

ODESSA, Ukraine -- The commander of U.S. 6th Fleet 
commemorated the start of the Ukrainian-led, international 
maritime exercise Sea Breeze 2012 (SB12) at the opening 
ceremony, July 9. 

This year marks the 15th anniversary of the largest 
maritime exercise held each year in the Black Sea. 

The exercise, scheduled to conclude July 21, includes 18 
participant and observer nations, and focuses on improving 
maritime safety, security and stability in this vital region of the 
world. 

"Sea Breeze brings together not only nations from the 
Black Sea region, but other nations that have an interest in 
maintaining maritime security in various parts of the world," 
said Vice Adm. Frank C. Pandolfe, commander, U.s. 6th Fleet. 

This year's participants include Azerbaijan, Belgium, 
Bulgaria, Canada, Georgia, Germany, Moldova, Norway, 
Turkey, Ukraine and U.S., along with Algeria, Bangladesh, 
Israel, Portugal, Qatar, Sweden, and UAE, as observers. 

U.S. units participating in the exercise include the guided-
missile destroyer USS Jason Dunham (DDG 109); USNS 
Grasp (T-ARS-51); a Mobile Dive and Salvage Unit 
detachment based in Little Creek, Va.; and a P-3C detachment 
from Patrol Squadron 9 (VP 9) from Honolulu. 

"Sea Breeze is focused on achieving a goal shared by all 
of us to achieve a region free of threats through cooperative 
security," Pandolfe said at the exercise's opening ceremony. 

"As our global and regional security environments 
change, multinational cooperation such as that practiced in Sea 
Breeze will become increasingly important," Pandolfe said. 
"Our continued commitment to working together in 
partnerships by way of regional alliances and friendships will 
allow us to achieve a more secure future together." 

SB12, an annual multinational exercise in the Black Sea, 
is a combined air, land and maritime exercise designed to 
improve maritime safety, security and stability in the Black 
Sea by enhancing the capabilities of Partnership for Peace and 
Black Sea regional maritime security forces. 

American Vice Admiral Thanked Ukrainian Govt For 
Sea Breeze 

(ForUm (UKRAINE) 10 JUL 12) 
Multinational cooperation, practiced during the Sea 

Breeze 2012 Exercises, will be extremely important in the 
future, the U.S. 6th Fleet Commander, Vice Admiral Frank 
Pandolfe told a press conference on the opening of the 
bilateral Sea Breeze 2012 Exercises joined by the other 
countries. 

According to Mr. Pandolfe, the Exercises "are being held 
in difficult sea conditions and unite the countries interested in 
maritime security. The Sea Breeze activities have a clear goal 
that we all share: ensuring safety of the region through 
cooperation.” 

According to the 6th Fleet Commander of the U.S. Navy, 
the co-operation "goes to a deeper understanding and 
interaction, and this in turn leads to an increased security." 

According to the Vice Admiral, "Sea Breeze 2012 will 
help develop stable and fruitful relationships, strengthen 
security and stability in this important region.” 

Mr. Pandolfe said that this year's exercise will be aimed at 
combating piracy, facilitating humanitarian relief and disaster 
management. "All these skills will be of use in future. Thus, 
the Sea Breeze is joined not only by the Black Sea region 
countries, but also many countries interested in enhancing 
maritime security," Mr. Pandolfe said. 

Mr. Pandolfe thanked the Ukrainian authorities for the 
organization of "this great event." 
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9. RP-U.S. Naval Exercises In Mindanao End 
(MANILA SUN STAR (PHILIPPINES) 11 JUL 12) ... Bong S. Sarmiento 

GENERAL SANTOS CITY -- Filipino and American 
navy and coast guard forces ended Tuesday their joint naval 
exercises in Mindanao on a high note, with both camps 
vowing to continue collaboration in maritime defense and 
disaster response. 

Commodore Philip Cacayan, Naval Forces Eastern 
Mindanao commander, officially closed the nine-day 
Cooperation Afloat Readiness and Training 2012 (Carat 2012) 
Tuesday morning. 

Have something to report? Tell us in text, photos or 
videos. 
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Carat 2012 was a huge success, U.S. Navy Captain David 
Welch, commander of Task Group 73.1 and Destroyer 
Squadron 31, said for his part. 

"Our navies and coast guards will be continuing to 
interact in the coming years and I believe that the interaction 
the personnel from both as well as coast guards and marine 
corps will be of great significance for future coordination and 
interactions," Cacayan said in his speech. 

"The development of maritime security capabilities and 
increasing interoperability among participants is achieved 
through the active participation of everyone in the conduct of 
the different activities of the Carat exercise," he added. 

Welch noted the holding of the Carat, now on its 18th 
edition between the U.S. and the Philippines, reinvigorates the 
"strong relationship" between the two countries. 

"The relationship between our two countries is not self-
sustaining and it is not stationary, today we continue to build 
on the rich history of great works by great men and women, 
some of whom paid the ultimate sacrifice," he said. 

Through Carat, Welch stressed that "it sharpens the 
participating troops? skills and developed their proficiencies 
and their ability to operate as a team." 

He described Carat as an important part of the U.S.-
Philippine military to military relationship, having done it in 
the last 18 years. 

Welch said that Carat was an opportunity for both forces 
"to learn from each other and their respective countries and 
militaries." 

It was the first time to be held in Mindanao. During the 
opening ceremonies last July 2, U.S. Ambassador Harry K. 

Thomas, Jr. expressed hopes to repeat the Carat exercise in the 
island, noting that such exercise is a "living proof that U.S. 
and Philippine alliance is relevant and strong." 

"For the first time in memory, Carat takes place in 
Mindanao, and I hope that this is the first of many," the envoy 
said then. 

It was also the first time that the Philippine Coast Guard 
took part in the Carat, according to Cacayan. 

"To train with our friends from America makes this 
exercise more significant because of the expertise that they 
bring," he said. 

Captain Robert Empedrad, Carat 2012 exercise director, 
noted the glaring discrepancy of the Philippine naval 
equipment with their foreign counterparts, but stressed that the 
naval exercise was still very successful. 

"The sophistication and age gap between our ships and 
aircraft were never a hindrance in achieving the desired goals 
of the exercise that is to enhance the interoperability among 
the participating forces," said Empedrad, also the deputy 
commander of the Naval Forces Eastern Mindanao Command. 

"These gaps were offset by the display of professionalism, 
discipline and expertise among participants from both sides," 
he added. 

Cacayan noted the Armed Forces of the Philippines is in 
the process of upgrading its capabilities. 

"Your Philippine Navy is looking and moving forward 
towards a credible and strong navy that the whole Filipino 
people can be proud of," he said. 
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10. USS McFaul Arrives In Victoria, Seychelles 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 11 JUL 12) ... USS McFaul Public Affairs 

VICTORIA, Seychelles -- The guided-missile destroyer 
USS McFaul (DDG 74) arrived in Victoria, Seychelles, for a 
scheduled port visit, July 10. 

During the visit, the crew will host a reception for local 
officials, conduct a community project at the President's 
Village Children's Home and play basketball with students 
from a local high school. 

"This port call offers the crew some much needed rest and 
relaxation before we return to our mission at sea," said Cmdr. 

Dan Gillen, commanding officer of McFaul. "The crew is 
looking forward to interacting with the community and 
experiencing a new culture." 

McFaul is homeported out of Norfolk, Va., and is 
supporting maritime security operations and theater security 
cooperation efforts in the U.S. Naval Forces Africa area of 
responsibility. 
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11. Lincoln Concludes Operations In Support Of OEF 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 10 JUL 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Tim D. Godbee, USS Abraham Lincoln Public 
Affairs 

USS ABRAHAM LINCOLN, At Sea -- Aircraft assigned 
to Carrier Air Wing (CVW) 2, embarked aboard the Nimitz-
class aircraft carrier USS Abraham Lincoln (CVN 72), 
completed their final combat flight operations in support of 
Operation Enduring Freedom (OEF) this deployment, July 9. 

Currently deployed with Carrier Strike Group (CSG) 9 
since December 2011, CVW-2 launched its first flights in 
support of OEF in February. 

Since then, CVW-2 aircraft have flown more than 2,200 
sorties in excess of 13,000 flight hours with a 100 percent 
completion rate. 

"We've been flying missions flawlessly in support of OEF 
for nearly six months now," said Rear Adm. Mike Shoemaker, 

commander, CSG-9. "This is the strike group's second 
deployment in less than two years, and the level of expertise 
our air wing Sailors have demonstrated over that time is 
remarkable. I couldn't be more proud of this team for the 
consistently superb support we've provided our coalition 
troops on the ground in Afghanistan." 

Lt. Cmdr. David Whitmer, a pilot and the operations 
officer for the Vigilantes of Strike Fighter Squadron (VFA) 
151, said the flights CVW-2 squadrons have flown over 
Afghanistan have been tremendously successful. 

"I feel that our mission has significantly contributed to the 
strategic stability of the region," Whitmer said. "Our close air 
support provided vital, prepared protection for coalition 
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forces. While it's our turn to go home to our friends and 
family, our thoughts and prayers go out to those who will 
continue to stand the watch." 

Aviation Boatswain's Mate (Handling) Airman Charlene 
Drake said she enjoyed contributing to the success of the OEF 
mission. 

"It's a great feeling knowing that what I do aboard 
Lincoln could be saving lives in Afghanistan," she said. "I'm 

glad I had the opportunity to help defend our nation. For the 
rest of my life, it will be something I can be proud of." 

Lincoln is the flagship for CSG 9, which is also 
comprised of CVW 2, the guided-missile cruiser USS Cape St. 
George (CG 71) and Destroyer Squadron (DESRON) 9. CSG-
9 is currently operating in the U.S. 5th Fleet area of 
responsibility conducting maritime security operations and 
theater security cooperation efforts. 
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12. USS Laboon To Deploy 
(WAVY NBC NORFOLK 10 JUL 12) 

NORFOLK, Va. -- Guided-missile destroyer USS Laboon 
will depart Naval Station Norfolk on July 11 for a Ballistic 
Missile Defense operations deployment. 

According to the U.S. Navy, the ship has been preparing 
for the deployment since receiving the Ballistic Missile 
Defense upgrade in March 2011. The ship will deploy to the 
U.S. 6th Fleet Area of Responsibility. 

“The crew has done an extraordinary job preparing 
Laboon and themselves for deployment, Cmdr. James L. 
Storm said. “We are ready to undertake a variety of missions 

and eager to be a ‘value-added’ asset to the fleet commander 
in support of theatre and strategic goals.” 

The Navy said this will be the first deployment for many 
of the crew after a year of training. 

Laboon is the 8 th Arleigh Burke-Class Destroyer and is 
the only Navy Ship named after a Navy Chaplain, Father 
“Jake” Laboon. During World War II, Laboon was awarded 
the Silver Star for diving off his submarine to rescue a downed 
aviator while under enemy fire. 
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13. USS Fort McHenry Deploys 
(WTKR CBS NORFOLK 10 JUL 12) 

Hundreds of Sailors are leaving for yet another mission. 
Families share one last hug with teary eyes, as their 

Sailors climb aboard USS Fort McHenry. 
“I feel so sad. My husband is leaving. We have a son. My 

baby is going to school on Monday. I just wish he were here 
so we could take him together.” 

Even after 10 overseas deployments for Commander Ray 
Hartman, it never gets any easier. 

“Me and my wife have a tradition. She usually will drive 
me up to the pier and very quickly we will say our goodbyes, 
it’s a lot less painful.” 

This morning, a couple hundred Sailors left for a five 
month deployment along the way to the eastern Atlantic, 
Mediterranean and Black Seas. They will pick up 170 marines. 

When they get to Europe, they will train with France, 
Ireland, and Romania on their security cooperation. Then, they 
will continue south to Central Africa and train with the 
African Navy. 

“Everything that we’ve done whether it’s learning how to 
do boardings at sea, or combat fires on our own ship, 
protection of our ship for combat. That’s what the crew has 
been training for, and they’re ready, and I’m very confident in 
their abilities.” 

And as the ship sails away, families begin counting down 
the days to their Sailor’s return. 

“I’m still praying that God will bring them back safely.” 
View Gallery (15 Photos) 
View Clip (RT: 1:33) 
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14. Carl Vinson Enters Planned Incremental Availability Period 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 10 JUL 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Matthew J. Haran, USS Carl Vinson Public Affairs 

SAN DIEGO -- Almost one month after USS Carl 
Vinson's (CVN 70) return from a Western Pacific deployment 
supporting Operation Enduring Freedom, the crew is putting 
on hard hats and safety goggles for a planned incremental 
availability (PIA) period July 5-Feb. 1, 2013. 

According to Cmdr. Dan Lannamann, chief engineer and 
PIA availability manager, the primary purpose of PIA is to 
maintain the 50-year projected service life of an aircraft carrier 
by taking the ship off-line for an extended period to 
accomplish deep maintenance and modernization that would 
be impractical during a normal in-port period. 

"Deep maintenance means tearing into equipment or 
taking apart systems that are not going to be restored in a short 
period of time," Lannamann said. "It is a period where the ship 
is temporarily not available for war-time operations." 

During the seven-month timeframe the ship will undergo 
several improvements worth $110 million and will be unable 
to get underway. 

The vast amount of maintenance scheduled during PIA 
will require the effort of all hands, Lannamann said. Many 
Sailors assigned to the ship's force will be temporarily 
reassigned to 20 tiger teams - teams focusing on specific 
maintenance, such as painting, tiling, or watertight doors. 

In addition to varied work assignments, Carl Vinson 
Sailors can anticipate more changes to their everyday lives. Lt. 
Cmdr. Anthony Oxendine, Carl Vinson's maintenance officer 
and PIA assistant availability manager, explained one of more 
significant changes Sailors will experience. 

"We have just recently gained custody of a berthing barge 
that will be implemented for Sailors who live on this ship," 
Oxendine said. Not only will Sailors' living arrangements be 
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altered, but their meals, also, will be eaten on the barge instead 
of on board Carl Vinson. 

"There is a significant amount of work that is going to 
impact habitability of the spaces and availability of some of 
the services. The overall impact of PIA is greater than your 
average in-port period," Oxendine said. 

While Sailors adjust to changes in the ship they called 
home for six months at sea, they will also see a lot of new 
faces. 

"We are going to come close to doubling the ship's 
population with the amount of outside assistance we are 
getting during PIA," said Lannamann. "We will have upwards 
of 1,500 non-ship's force personnel assisting with PIA in some 
way, shape or form." 

But no matter whom Carl Vinson has assisting with PIA, 
the ship's force is ultimately responsible for the upkeep and 
well-being of the ship, Lannamann said. 

"The point we really want to hammer home with everyone 
is that the ship never stops being ours. We never turn over 
with anyone, and we are the ones who are expected to take her 
out come February 1st," Lannamann said. 

No matter what condition the ship appears to be in at any 
time, it is still performing a mission. 

"We must take advantage of this opportunity while in port 
to focus on the mission at hand, which is no longer launching 
aircraft or supporting the boots on the ground, but taking care 
of our ship so we can finish on time, so she can get back out 
and do what she was built to do," Lannamann said. 

Return to Index 
 
 

GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
15. ASEAN Code Of Conduct: China Likely To Nix Policy On Sea Claims 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 11 JUL 12) 

PHNOM PENH — The 10 member states of the 
Association of Southeast Asian Nations have agreed on a code 
of conduct to prevent armed clashes over the South China Sea 
but have yet to get Beijing to agree to it, a Cambodian official 
said Monday. 

The agreement was reached at a meeting of the ASEAN 
foreign ministers in the Cambodian capital of Phnom Penh, 
without the participation of China, which has voiced 
opposition to discussing the issue on the regional level and 
likewise frowned on Manila’s intent to bring the issue before 
the United Convention on the Law of the Seas or UNCLOS. 

China has said it is in favor of holding bilateral talks with 
concerned nations instead. 

The contending maritime claims are at the center of the 
ASEAN talks in large part because the tensions over the sea 
have escalated in recent months. Chinese and Philippine ships 
have been locked in a standoff over the Panatag (Scarborough) 
Shoal since April, while Vietnam last month protested Chinese 
oil exploration offers in waters that both countries claim. 

Sources at the conference said the ASEAN supported 
Manila’s call for the disputes to be settled in accordance with 
the UN Convention of the Law of the Sea, a treaty that 
establishes limits to how much of neighboring seas a nation 
may claim as its territory or exclusive economic zone. 

While China is a signatory to that treaty, it opposes its 
application to the current dispute because this would weaken 
its claims over the South China Sea. 

The official mouthpieces of the Chinese government 
warned the ASEAN to play no more than a mediating role in 
the territorial disputes among China and the Philippines and 
Vietnam. 

“Territorial disputes in the South China Sea are originally 
bilateral conflicts between China and countries including 
Vietnam and the Philippines,” the English language Global 
Times said in its editorial. 

“The bilateral approach advocated by China hasn’t 
prevailed yet, but the multilateral approach will not boost the 
legitimacy of the claims of Vietnam and the Philippines.” 

The newspaper also issued a pointed warning to Manila 
and Hanoi: “Public opinion in China is already on the brink of 
boiling over. Further provocation from Vietnam and the 

Philippines would mean direct confrontation with China’s 
angry public.” 

The official People’s Daily, on the other hand, took the 
Philippines to task for building up its military capabilities and 
for trying to involve the United States in its dispute with 
China. 

Amid the tensions over the Panatag Shoal, the Chinese 
Navy started its live ammunition drill in the East China Sea on 
Tuesday. 

The state-run Chinese newspaper China Daily said the 
annual military exercises were not a reaction to the ongoing 
drills between the Philippines and the United States in the 
Mindanao Sea, which started on July 2. 

In his opening speech at the ASEAN meeting, Cambodian 
Prime Minister Hun Sen urged Southeast Asian countries to do 
more to promote mutual economic growth and security and 
called for a code of conduct in the South China Sea to be 
implemented. 

Cambodian Secretary of State Kao Kim Hourn said at a 
news conference late Monday that the declaration was 
intended to cover China in addition to the ASEAN states. The 
code would spell out the rules governing maritime rights and 
navigation in the South China Sea. 

He said the ASEAN had “agreed on the key elements 
among ASEAN only, and from now on we have to start 
discussing this with China.” Details of the code of conduct 
were not given. 

The ASEAN will have a ministerial level meeting with 
China on Wednesday morning, along with other high-level 
meetings later this week. 

China claims virtually the entire South China Sea and has 
created an entirely new city to administer it, sparking protests 
from rival claimants. The sea is crossed by some of the 
world’s busiest sea lanes, has rich fishing grounds and is 
believed to have vast energy reserves. 

In Hanoi, visiting U.S. Secretary of State Hillary Rodham 
Clinton said she supported Vietnam’s work to help resolve the 
issues in the disputed South China Sea, but believed the 
communist country needed to do more to protect human 
rights. 
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Following a meeting with Vietnamese Foreign Minister 
Phan Binh Minh on Tuesday, Clinton said she remained 
particularly concerned about the lack of online freedom, along 
with the jailing of journalists, bloggers, lawyers and dissidents 
for peaceful expression. Vietnam maintains only lawbreakers 
are imprisoned. 

Clinton also said she hoped progress would be made this 
week at a regional meeting in Cambodia toward establishing a 

code of conduct to help resolve the disputes in the South 
China Sea peacefully. 

Hun Sen in his opening speech also said that the ASEAN 
faced challenges including instability elsewhere in the world, 
natural disasters and high food and energy costs. He said the 
economic gap among the ASEAN’s 10 members had 
narrowed but needed to be reduced further to ensure 
competitiveness and achieve real regional integration. 
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16. China Warns ASEAN On South China Sea Row 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 10 JUL 12) 

BEIJING — China warned Southeast Asian nations on 
Tuesday against "hyping" a dispute over the South China Sea, 
as it voiced opposition to the row being discussed at a regional 
security forum. 

As the 10-nation Association of Southeast Asian Nations 
discussed forming a united position on the sensitive issue 
during a summit in Cambodia, China insisted the dispute 
should only be resolved directly between rival claimants. 

"This South China Sea issue is not an issue between 
China and ASEAN, but between China and some ASEAN 
countries," foreign ministry spokesman Liu Weimin told 
reporters. 

"Hyping the South China Sea issue... is against the 
common aspirations of the people and the main trends of the 
time to seek development and cooperation, and is an attempt 
to take China-ASEAN relations hostage." 

China has expressed a willingness to discuss with the 
ASEAN bloc a potential South China Sea code of conduct 
aimed at reducing tensions. 

But Liu said Beijing did not want the issue raised when 
ASEAN foreign ministers met their colleagues from China, 
the United States, Japan and other countries during the 
ASEAN Regional Forum starting in Phnom Penh on 
Thursday. 

"The foreign minister's meeting at the ASEAN Regional 
Forum is an important platform for building mutual trust and 
enhancing cooperation, it is not the appropriate place to 
discuss the South China Sea issue," Liu said. 

China claims essentially all of the South China Sea, home 
to vital shipping lanes and believed to be rich in oil and gas 
deposits. Taiwan and ASEAN members the Philippines, 
Vietnam, Brunei and Malaysia also have claims to the waters. 

China recently angered Vietnam by inviting bids for 
exploration of oil blocks in contested waters. The Philippines 
has repeatedly accused China of becoming increasingly 
aggressive in staking its claim to the waters. 

As tensions with China have risen, the Philippines and 
Vietnam have sought to shore up ties with the United States. 

Return to Index 
 

17. China Seeks Closer Defense Ties With Australia 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 10 JUL 12) ... Rod McGuirk 

CANBERRA, Australia — A Chinese official called 
Tuesday for closer defense and economic ties with Australia 
and warned against what he said was a growing "Cold War 
mentality" in the United States. 

Chinese Vice Foreign Minister Cui Tiankai made a veiled 
criticism of Australia's deepening military ties with 
Washington after attending annual talks on human rights in the 
Australian capital of Canberra. 

Beijing has condemned a plan announced by President 
Barack Obama in November to send U.S. military aircraft and 
up to 2,500 Marines to the Australian city of Darwin to create 
a training hub to help allies and protect American interests 
across Asia, calling it a throwback to the Cold War. 

"China and Australia need to work together with other 
countries in this region to promote common security, peace 
and stability in this region; in particular, we should guard 
against the resurgence of a Cold War mentality," Cui told 
reporters. 

China is Australia's most important trading partner. Its 
demand for Australian iron ore and coal helped keep Australia 
out of recession during the recent global economic crisis. But 
Australia's 61-year-old defense treaty with the United States is 
a source of tensions between Canberra and Beijing. 

China has accused the U.S. of attempting to contain its 
rise as an economic, political and military power. The U.S. 
says it has no intent to contain China, while affirming its 
determination to remain a Pacific power. Washington has been 
forging closer military ties with other Asian countries and has 
announced that 60 percent of the U.S. Navy's fleet will be 
deployed to the Pacific by 2020, up from about 50 percent 
now. 

Indonesia, a neighbor of Australia, has shared Chinese 
concerns about the new U.S. military configuration in the 
region. 

While not specifically naming China, Indonesian Foreign 
Minister Marty Natalegawa said in March that "the 
management or the containment of a rising country, we 
believe, would see the return of old-style Cold War power 
politics." 

The Australian government has rejected claims that the 
increased U.S. military presence on Australian soil is aimed at 
containing China and says it remains open to Chinese 
participation in joint exercises in Darwin in the future. 
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18. Russia Sending Warships On Maneuvers Near Syria 
(NEW YORK TIMES 10 JUL 12) ... Andrew E. Kramer and Rick Gladstone 

MOSCOW — Russia said on Tuesday that it had 
dispatched a flotilla of 11 warships to the eastern 
Mediterranean, some of which would dock in Syria. It would 
be the largest display of Russian military power in the region 
since the Syrian conflict began almost 17 months ago. Nearly 
half of the ships were capable of carrying hundreds of 
marines. 

The announcement appeared intended to punctuate 
Russia’s effort to position itself as an increasingly decisive 
broker in resolving the antigovernment uprising in Syria, 
Russia’s last ally in the Middle East and home to Tartus, its 
only foreign military base outside the former Soviet Union. 
The announcement also came a day after Russia said it was 
halting new shipments of weapons to the Syrian military until 
the conflict settled down. 

Russia has occasionally sent naval vessels on maneuvers 
in the eastern Mediterranean, and it dispatched an aircraft-
carrying battleship, the Admiral Kuznetsov, there for 
maneuvers with a few other vessels from December 2011 to 
February 2012. There were rumors in recent weeks that the 
Russians planned to deploy another naval force near Syria. 

But the unusually large size of the force announced on 
Tuesday was considered a message, not just to the region but 
also to the United States and other nations supporting the 
rebels now trying to depose Syria’s president, Bashar al-
Assad. 

Tartus consists of little more than a floating refueling 
station and some small barracks. But any strengthened Russian 
presence there could forestall Western military intervention in 
Syria. 

The Russian announcement got a muted response in 
Washington. “Russia maintains a naval supply and 
maintenance base in the Syrian port of Tartus,” said Tommy 
Vietor, a spokesman for the National Security Council. “We 
currently have no reason to believe this move is anything out 
of the ordinary, but we refer you to the Russian government 
for more details.” 

The announcement came as a delegation of Syrian 
opposition figures was visiting Moscow to gauge if Russia 
would accept a political transition in Syria that excludes Mr. 
Assad. It also coincided with a flurry of diplomacy by Kofi 
Annan, the special Syria envoy from the United Nations and 
the Arab League, who said Mr. Assad had suggested a new 
approach for salvaging Mr. Annan’s sidelined peace plan 
during their meeting on Monday in Damascus. 

While the Kremlin has repeatedly opposed foreign 
military intervention in Syria, Russian military officials have 
hinted at a possible role in Syria for their naval power. The 
ships have been presented as a means either to evacuate 
Russian citizens or to secure the fueling station at Tartus. 

A statement by the Defense Ministry said ships had 
embarked from ports of three fleets: those of the Northern, the 

Baltic Sea and the Black Sea, and would meet for training 
exercises in the Mediterranean and Black Seas. Taking part, 
the statement said, would be two Black Sea Fleet landing craft 
that can carry marines: the Nikolai Filchenkov and the Tsezar 
Kunikov. 

Russia’s Interfax news agency cited an unnamed military 
official as saying that an escort ship, the Smetlivy, would stop 
in Tartus for resupplying in three days — though it had 
presumably recently left its home port of Sevastopol, in the 
Black Sea. 

Another contingent, from the Arctic Ocean base of 
Severomorsk, in the Murmansk Fjord, will take longer to 
arrive. That convoy includes three landing craft with marines 
escorted by an antisubmarine ship, the Admiral Chabanenko. 

The voyage to the Mediterranean was unrelated to the 
Syrian conflict, the official said, but the boats laden with 
marines would stop in Tartus to “stock up on fuel, water and 
food.” 

Visits on Tuesday by Mr. Annan to Iran, the Syrian 
government’s most important regional ally, and Iraq, Syria’s 
neighbor to the east, which fears a sectarian spillover from the 
conflict, came as a deadline of July 20 approaches. That is 
when the United Nations Security Council is to decide 
whether to renew the mission of 300 observers in Syria 
charged with monitoring the introduction of Mr. Annan’s 
peace plan. The observers’ work was suspended nearly a 
month ago because it was too dangerous. 

At a news conference in Tehran, Mr. Annan reiterated his 
view that the Iranians had a role to play in resolving the 
conflict, despite objections from the United States. Mr. Annan 
also said Mr. Assad had proposed altering the peace proposal 
so that the most violent areas of the country would be pacified 
first. The current plan calls for an immediate cessation of all 
violence everywhere as a first step. 

“He made a suggestion of building an approach from the 
ground up in some of the districts where we have extreme 
violence — to try and contain the violence in these districts 
and, step by step, build up and end the violence across the 
country,” Mr. Annan told reporters in Tehran. 

There was no immediate word on whether the suggested 
new approach would be accepted by Mr. Assad’s opponents. 
But in Moscow, a delegation from the Syrian National 
Council, the umbrella opposition group in exile, suggested 
they had no interest in engaging with him. 

“What brings together the opposition today is our 
consensus on the need to topple Assad’s regime and build a 
new political system,” Bassma Kodmani, a member of the 
delegation, said at a news conference in Moscow. 

The delegation members, who are to meet on Wednesday 
with Foreign Minister Sergey V. Lavrov, also said they would 
not ask that Russia grant Mr. Assad asylum — something 
Russian officials have said they are not considering anyway. 
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19. U.S. Currently Unconcerned By Russian Syria Flotilla 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 10 JUL 12) 

WASHINGTON — The United States said Tuesday it is 
aware of a Russian naval flotilla headed for a Syrian port but 
does not yet see cause for concern. 

"We currently have no reason to believe this move is 
anything out of the ordinary but we refer you to the Russian 
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government for more details," Erin Pelton, a spokeswoman for 
the National Security Council, told AFP. 

Russia has sent a naval flotilla of seven warships led by 
an anti-submarine destroyer to its naval base at the Syrian port 
of Tartus, the Interfax news agency reported Tuesday. 

Moscow has been bitterly criticized by the West for 
failing to cut military ties with Syria despite the conflict 
between the regime and opposition rebels that has claimed 
thousands of lives. 

At the State Department, spokesman Patrick Ventrell said 
Washington had seen reports citing Russian authorities saying 
the ships will enter the port of Tartus for refueling "and that 
isn't related to the conflict in Syria." 

"We, of course, hope that's true," Ventrell said, adding: 
"Obviously, one thing is refueling and an entire different thing 
is resupply." 

On June 30, the five UN Security Council members -- the 
United States, China, Russia, France and Britain -- as well as 
Turkey and countries belonging to the Arab League agreed in 
Geneva to a plan for a political transition in Syria. 

It did not make an explicit call for President Bashar al-
Assad to quit, but the West and the opposition made clear they 
saw no role for him in a unity government. 

Russia said Tuesday that it wanted to host a new meeting 
of foreign powers on the Syria crisis but stressed that the talks 
should not decide Assad's fate. 

The announcement came after Moscow said Monday it 
would not sign new weapons contracts with Damascus until 
the situation in Syria calms down. 
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20. Iran's Ballistic Missiles Improving, Pentagon Finds 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 10 JUL 12) ... Tony Capaccio 

Iran’s military continues to improve the accuracy and 
killing power of its long- and short-range ballistic missiles, 
including designing a weapon to target vessels, according to a 
Pentagon report to Congress. 

“Iran has boosted the lethality and effectiveness of 
existing systems by improving accuracy and developing new 
submunition payloads” that extend the destructive power over 
a wider area than a solid warhead, according to the June 29 
report signed by U.S. Defense Secretary Leon Panetta. 

The improvements are in tandem with regular ballistic- 
missile training that “continues throughout the country” and 
the addition of “new ships and submarines,” the report found. 

The report obtained by Bloomberg News was provided to 
the four congressional defense committees last week to 
comply with a fiscal 2010 directive to provide an annual 
classified and unclassified assessment of Iran’s military 
power. The unclassified version provides the latest snapshot of 
Iran’s so- called asymmetric capabilities designed to counter 
the strengths of western militaries. 

The report summarizes what’s been said publicly about 
the status of Iran’s nuclear program and its aid to Syria, 
Lebanese Hezbollah, Hamas, and Iraqi Shiite groups. It 
repeats the long- standing U.S. assessment that Iran with 
“sufficient foreign assistance may be technically capable of 
flight-testing” an intercontinental ballistic missile by 2015. 

Two analysts who follow Iranian military developments 
said the report provides new details and emphasis on the 
nation’s conventional ballistic missiles. 

Accuracy Improvements 
“There was a theme that Iran is improving the accuracy 

and lethality of its missiles,” said Congressional Research 
Service Iran analyst Kenneth Katzman. “U.S. government 
reports have previously always downplayed the accuracy and 
effectiveness of Iran’s missile forces.” 

“The report seemed pretty sober and respectful of Iran’s 
capabilities, crediting Iran with improving survivability,” 
Katzman said. 

The Pentagon report was delivered as a European Union 
embargo on buying Iranian crude took effect on July 1, adding 
to a series of trade and financial sanctions the U.S., EU and 
United Nations imposed on the second-biggest producer in the 

Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries in an 
effort to pressure the Persian Gulf nation over its nuclear 
activities. 

‘Formidable Force’ 
Iran “would present a formidable force while defending 

Iranian territory,” the Pentagon said in the report. “We assess 
with high confidence” that over 30 years Iran “has 
methodically cultivated a network of sponsored terrorist 
surrogates capable of targeting U.S. and Israeli interests,” it 
said. “We suspect this activity continues.” 

Iran also continues to develop ballistic missiles with range 
to reach regional adversaries, Israel and Eastern Europe, 
including an extended-range Shahab-3 and a 2,000 kilometer 
(1,240 mile) medium-range ballistic missile, said the report. 

Citing the Iranian threat, the Obama administration 
shifted from the Bush administration’s plans to place missile-
defense sites in Poland and radar in the Czech Republic to an 
approach that would in four phases place closer to Iran some 
Aegis-class Navy missile defense vessels, ground radar and 
eventually land- based Navy Standard Missile-3 interceptors. 

Lockheed Martin Corp. (LMT), and Raytheon Co. (RTN) 
are among beneficiaries of the envisioned systems. 

Missile Emphasis 
The report appears to confirm Iran has actively deployed 

a new solid-fuel intermediate-range ballistic missile and that 
the Shahab-3 has improved accuracy and submunitions, said 
Anthony Cordesman of the Center for Strategic and 
International Studies in Washington. 

The report also disclosed that Iran is seeking to improve 
its missile counter-measures against U.S. and Gulf 
Cooperation Council missile defenses and poses a potential 
new threat to Gulf shipping, said Cordesman, who this week is 
publishing CSIS updates to his reports on Iran and the Gulf 
military balance. 

Iran, like China, is “developing and claims to have 
deployed short-range ballistic missiles with seekers that enable 
the missile to identify and maneuver toward ships during 
flight,” the report found. 

“This technology also may be capable of striking land- 
based targets,” the Pentagon said. 
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Katzman said the language about Iran possessing a 
“formidable force defending Iranian territory” seemed to be a 
“signal to advocates of military action against Iran, suggesting 
any action on Iranian soil will carry risk.” 

The Pentagon highlighted three early 2012 war exercises 
by the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps ground resistance 
forces “meant to show offensive and defensive capabilities.” 

The maneuvers “were the first significant exercises” 
conducted by this branch of the Iranian military since 2008, 
the Pentagon said. 
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21. India Develops Malacca Strait Monitoring Base 
(DEFENSE NEWS 10 JUL 12) ... Vivek Raghuvanshi 

NEW DELHI — India has completed infrastructure 
development work on one of the Andaman and Nicobar 
islands in the Indian Ocean to improve monitoring of the 
Malacca strait. The new base will be operated at Campbell 
Bay by the Indian Navy. 

Named Naval Air Station Baaz, the base has been built 
with a longer air strip able to handle Indian Air Force transport 
aircraft, U.S.-built C-130Js and other smaller Russian 
transport aircraft. 

The base will monitor the Malacca strait, through which 
40 percent of the world’s oil moves on vessels from the 
Arabian Gulf. The Andaman and Nicobar islands also house 
India’s tri-command, which keeps an eye on movements of 
Chinese ships in the region. 

India has operational air bases at Diglipur, Port Blair and 
Carnic in the Indian Ocean, but Campbell Bay will greatly 
improve India’s maritime surveillance abilities, an Indian 

Navy official said. Campbell Bay is likely to be formally 
launched this month, Navy sources said. 

India is concerned about certain developments in the 
Indian Ocean. Addressing the Naval Commanders Conference 
in May in New Delhi, Indian Defence Minister A.K. Antony 
said, “The security situation in our immediate neighborhood 
has become really complex. Considering the challenges in the 
Indian Ocean region, it is essential to maintain high levels of 
operational preparedness at all times. 

“On the one hand, there are some political developments, 
and on the other hand, a number of other factors are a cause 
for worry and need to be factored into our preparations, both 
in the short term and long term.” 

The Navy’s military doctrine of 2004-05 for the first time 
admitted that it would focus on littoral warfare preparedness. 
The Navy began acquiring littoral warfare assets, including the 
landing platform dock INS Jalashwa, formerly the U.S. 
Navy’s USS Trenton. 
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22. Navy's Visibility In Indian Ocean Has Increased: Admiral Nirmal Verma 
(PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 10 JUL 12) 

MUMBAI -- Asserting that the Indian Navy's visibility in 
the Indian Ocean has increased, Chief of Naval Staff, Admiral 
Nirmal Verma today said navy ships are giving adequate 
protection to merchant vessels in the ocean. 

"Our ships also go to the places in the island nations 
where piracy is on rise. We help them out. We are very much 
visible in the Indian Ocean," Admiral Verma told reporters 
after the commissioning of the naval base depot INS Tanaji at 
Mankhurd in eastern suburbs. 

In deepening maritime engagements with countries in the 
Far East, he said the Navy's Eastern fleet task force had held 
joint exercises with their Japanese, Chinese and Philipine 
counterparts. 

"Today, the expectations, demands and educational 
qualifications of our sailors are significantly greater than 
before and consequently there is a need to be completely 
attentive to their aspirations," he said. 

The Navy has established the armament depot in 
Mankhurd, which would be followed by the weapon 
equipment depot, store house of material organisation and 
production centres of naval dockyard. 

"The commissioning of INS Tanaji, named after Maratha 
warrior Tanaji Malusare, at Mankhurd today is therefore 
formal recognition of Navy's presence and continuing 
commitment towards the city of Mumbai," he said. 

He said the Navy's strength has grown more than double 
as compared to the period when the bureau shifted in 1982 to 
Mankhurd. 

"The numbers continue to grow as the Navy's functional 
requirement increases, with nation's geo-strategic 
responsibilities," he added. 

The bureau also holds responsibilities with respect to 
human resource management of the sailors, he said. 

The ceremony was attended by Flag officer, Commanding 
in Chief Western Naval Command, Vice-Admiral D K Joshi. 

Indian Navy To Commission INS Sahyadri On July 21 
NEW DELHI -- To further enhance its stealth and anti-

submarine warfare capabilities, the Indian Navy will be 
commissioning one of its most advance warships INS 
Sahyadri on July 21 at Mumbai-based Western Naval 
Command headquarters. 

The warship, which is last of Project-17 undertaken by 
Indian Navy, will be commissioned into service by Defence 
Minister A K Antony in presence of Admiral Nirmal Verma 
and other senior naval officials. 

"INS Sahyadri is the last ship in the series of stealth 
warships after INS Shivalik and Satpura. It will be 
commissioned into the Indian Navy on July 21," a Navy 
official said today. 

The first two ships in the class -- INS Shivalik and INS 
Satpura -- were commissioned into service in April 2010 and 
August 2011. These ships have been performing various 
operations tasks in the Indian Ocean Region (IOR). 

The 4,900-tonne INS Sahyadri is equipped with some of 
the most advance surface and air-to-air missiles and can carry 
two helicopters - a mix of Dhruv, Sea King or Kamov - 
onboard for various missions. 
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Along with the capability to launch offensive on enemy 
vessels, the warship is also equipped with advance electronic 
warfare capabilities and torpedoes to detect and neutralise 
enemy submarines. 

The warship will also carry BrahMos anti-ship cruise 
missiles. 

Designed and built by Mazagaon Dockyard Limited, the 
keel of INS Sahyadri was laid in March 2003 and it was taken 
out for sea trials earlier this year. 

The warship will sail with a complement of over 250 
officials, including 35 officers and can attain a speed of over 
30 knots. 

It has got an advance sonar and radar system to keep an 
eye over any enemy movement in deep sea and is fitted with a 
electronic warfare suite for the purpose. 
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PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
23. Survey: Troops Would Put Off Retirement Pay For Cash Now 
(NAVY TIMES 16 JUL 12) ... Rick Maze 

Four out of five troops say they would be willing to wait 
until age 50 to begin drawing military retirement checks in 
return for a 1 percent basic pay raise now. 

That finding, from a new report on perceptions of military 
benefits to be released July 12, is proof of a long-held belief 
among military personnel planners that troops prefer cash now 
rather than later, said author Todd Harrison of the Center for 
Strategic and Budgetary Assessments, an independent think 
tank. 

The Pentagon could save money and improve the 
perceived value of its compensation package by making that 
trade-off, said Harrison, whose report looks at the value 
service members and retirees place on benefits. 

Service members up to age 29 said they could accept 
waiting until age 50 for retired pay if they received as little as 
$250 more a year in pay. Those aged 30 to 39 would want 
about $520 more a year, while those 40 and older put the 
figure at $650 or more a year. 

The average age to begin drawing retirement pay is 47 for 
officers and 43 for enlisted members, Harrison said, so waiting 
until age 50 to draw the pay would put a bigger hit on enlisted 
members. 

But for both officers and enlisted troops, the hit would be 
huge. An O-6 who retired today at age 47 with 25 years of 

service would give up almost $190,000 over three lost years of 
retirement pay. An E-8 who retired today at age 43 with 25 
years of service would give up almost $277,000 over seven 
lost years of retirement pay. 

Those figures factor in an average annual cost-of-living 
adjustment of 2.5 percent. 

In contrast, an immediate 1 percent raise would amount to 
annual totals of just $612 for the E-8 and $1,188 for the O-6. 

Harrison said it’s possible that some people might try to 
stay in service longer if retired pay didn’t start immediately at 
retirement, in order to boost their eventual retirement pay. 

Harrison’s survey found service members of all ages 
prefer the current retirement system, which requires at least 20 
years of service for full retirement benefits, over shorter and 
longer alternatives, including a 15-year model that would be 
more generous for troops and costlier to the government. 

But even younger members slightly favored 20-year 
retirement over a 15-year plan, according to the survey of 
more than 2,600 service members and 723 retirees. 

“The data suggest that the years of service required for 
retirement should not be reduced because it would both cost 
more and have a negative impact on the way the majority of 
service members in all age groups value their compensation,” 
Harrison’s report says. 
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24. Navy Rejects Request For More Early Retirements 
(NAVY TIMES 10 JUL 12) ... Mark D. Faram 

The chief of naval personnel had rejected a request from a 
key lawmaker to allow 15-year retirements for 172 sailors cut 
by last year’s enlisted retention boards. Under the Navy’s 
current plan, those sailors will be forced to leave the Navy 
without retirement benefits by Sept. 1. 

Rep. Scott Rigell, R-Va., asked Chief of Naval Personnel 
Vice Adm. Scott Van Buskirk in a June 11 letter to extend 
temporary early retirement authority to sailors selected for 
separation who hit the 15-year mark by Sept. 30, 2013. 

“The congressman isn’t giving up and will continue to 
fight for ERB sailors,” said Kim Moser-Knapp, spokeswoman 
for Rigell, who represents the Navy-heavy Hampton Roads 
area and serves on the House Armed Services Committee. 

In a June 27 reply to Rigell, Van Buskirk declined 
Rigell’s proposal, saying the service had done enough. He also 
reiterated the Navy’s stance that regardless of where they set 
the cutoff, someone would be disadvantaged. 

“We evaluated whether individual exceptions should be 
granted, but determined that permitting sailors to remain 
beyond the cutoff date would adversely impact ongoing efforts 
to properly balance the Navy’s force profile, stabilize enlisted 
advancement opportunity, and improve overall fleet 
readiness,” Van Buskirk wrote in his reply. 

“Additionally, granting exception for those who have not 
yet separated would create an inequity for those who have 
already separated.” 

The Navy already has offered 15-year retirements to 
ERB-selected sailors who hit that service milestone by Sept. 1 
— 303 of the 2,946 cut by the boards qualify for that offer. 

The rest would be forced to accept an average of $55,000 
in separation pay, versus a retirement worth an estimated 
$900,000 over the rest of their lives. 

Sources in Rigell’s office told Navy Times the 
congressman doesn’t consider the issue settled and that the 
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next step would be to bring the issue to the personnel readiness subcommittee. 
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25. Bill Would Apply Military Training To Some Jobs 
(WASHINGTON POST 11 JUL 12) ... Eric Yoder 

Veterans would be able to apply their military training 
more readily toward the federally issued licenses needed in 
certain civilian jobs under legislation advancing in Congress. 

The House on Monday passed the Veterans Skills to Jobs 
Act, which would require that relevant military training 
qualifies for the training or certification requirements for 
occupational licenses issued by the federal government, unless 
the military training is found to be substantially different from 
the requirements for the license. 

"Rather than forcing veterans to go through redundant 
training for jobs they are already qualified for, this legislation 
directs the head of each federal department and agency to treat 
relevant military training as sufficient to satisfy training or 
certification requirements for federal license," sponsoring Rep. 
Jeff Denham (R-Calif.) said during House consideration. 

"Veterans with the relevant training would be eligible to 
receive a federal license and get back to work immediately." 

The Senate passed a similar bill last month but another 
Senate vote will be needed before the plan can be sent to the 
White House, a spokeswoman for Denham said. The federal 
government controls occupational licenses in areas including 
the aerospace, communications, energy and maritime sectors. 
States meanwhile control occupational licensing in many 
fields; on introducing the bill earlier this year, Denham said 
that several states already require their licensing boards to take 
into account relevant military training. 

The U.S. Chamber of Commerce and veterans' 
organizations support the bill and a recent Pentagon report 
cited acceptance of military training for civilian credentialing 
as a strategy for reducing unemployment among veterans. 
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26. Target Areas Announced For SEAL Diversity Effort 
(NAVY TIMES 16 JUL 12) ... Gidget Fuentes 

SAN DIEGO — The latest marketing campaign to recruit 
more minorities and diversify the Navy’s special warfare 
community will focus on Southern California and the mid-
Atlantic, and it may include metropolitan areas with heavy 
concentrations of Arabs, Persians and Hispanics. 

Those minority communities of Detroit, Miami and the 
area from Atlanta to North Carolina’s Research Triangle are 
the Navy’s latest hopes to find and recruit young men with 
diversified backgrounds and the physical stamina and desire to 
undergo the famously rigorous training it takes to become a 
Navy SEAL. 

The force today is about 85 percent white, much higher 
than the Navy overall, so the Coronado, Calif.-based Naval 
Special Warfare Command wants to broaden the look of the 
community and draw in men of different ethnicities and races 
that more reflect U.S. society. Doing so, officials have said, 
would enable its forces to blend into foreign places where they 
may operate and help build relationships with allies. 

The diversity effort, part of a June 22 request for 
proposals issued by NSWC, extends to the community of 
SWCCs, the special warfare combatant-craft crewmen who 
man gunboats and operate with SEALs. Command officials 
want a contractor to help it expand regional awareness and 
education campaigns “with the intent of increasing self-
selection to a career as a Navy SEAL within minority 
communities broadly defined for this purpose as: African 
American, Hispanic, Asian Pacific Islander, Native American, 
Arab American and Persian American,” according to the RFP. 

The marketing campaign will target three key regions: 

 Mid-Atlantic: The Norfolk/Tidewater area and 
Richmond, Va., along with the Baltimore-
Washington, D.C., corridor, will be 40 percent of the 
campaign’s focus. 

 Southern California: San Diego to Los Angeles will 
comprise 20 percent. 

 Another metro area: Detroit, Miami and the area 
from metropolitan Atlanta north to Raleigh, Durham 
and Greensboro, N.C. — one of these three will 
represent 40 percent of the work. 

For that third group, the contractor will study all three 
areas and recommend one, but the final selection will be made 
by the SEAL/SWCC Scout Team, said Scott Williams, a 
spokesman for the team in Coronado. 

The command couldn’t cover all three areas, each of 
which have sizable minority populations, Williams said: “It’s 
a matter of resources, both in manpower and in money.” 
Potential contractors have until July 11 to submit their 
proposals, and it will take two to three weeks for command 
and contracting officials to review them, Williams said, with a 
start date in early to mid-August. 

While efforts in recent years have boosted the number of 
minority candidates vying to become SEALs and SWCCs, 
many minorities failed to complete the Basic Underwater 
Demolition/SEAL Course and SEAL Qualification Training. 
The dropout rates for minorities far exceeded that of white 
males in most categories. 

While it’s not a direct recruiting pitch, the contractor is 
expected to broadly reach out to at least 2,000 young men 
from 16 to 24 and get them to attend awareness events and 
programs. The contractor also must get at least 100 coaches, 
counselors, clergy or other “influencers” in the minority 
communities “who have influence on career decision-making 
of potential SEAL candidates” to assist in recruiting efforts. 

A key goal, the solicitation states, is to get 300 “high 
potential minority candidates” over the contract period, which 
is one year with possible annual renewals for four additional 
years. 

The command also issued a separate contract solicitation 
in June for a contractor to help with finding officers, including 
minorities, to become naval special warfare officers. 
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27. Study: Some Schools Popular With Vets Don’t Meet Aid Benchmark 
(NAVY TIMES 16 JUL 12) ... Cid Standifer 

Nearly 60,000 veterans have used their Post-9/11 GI Bill 
benefits at schools where some programs fail to set graduates 
up for a better life, according to data from the Education 
Department and Military Times EDGE magazine. 

In June, the Education Department released data on 
“gainful employment,” which looks at program participants’ 
average student loans compared with their salaries after 
graduating; the ratio of graduates’ student loans to their 
“discretionary income,” or income above the poverty line; and 
loan default rates. 

Last year, the Education Department announced that 
starting in 2015, for programs to be eligible for federal 
financial aid programs — called Title IV financial aid — at 
least one-third of students had to be successfully repaying 
their student debt, and those repayments had to be under either 
12 percent of their total income or 30 percent of their 
discretionary income. 

Ninety-three schools had at least one program that failed 
the litmus test. 

Among them was the University of Phoenix, the fifth 
most popular school for students receiving military tuition 
assistance funds, and second only to the California 
Community College System for number of students using GI 
Bill funds, according to EDGE. 

In fiscal 2011, the University of Phoenix received more 
than $34 million in Defense Department tuition assistance 
funding, according to another analysis by EDGE. 

ECPI University, which had one program flunk the 
“gainful employment” test, was on both EDGE’s list of most 
popular colleges for GI Bill students, and the magazine’s list 
of “Best for Vets” colleges in 2011. That list is based on a 
survey of services and policies schools have in place to help 
veterans and active-duty military students. 

Bob Larned, executive director of military education at 
ECPI, said the data just released by the Education Department 

is based on the 2006-2007 school year, when the culinary 
program in question was starting out. He also said the first 
graduating class was very small and cautioned against drawing 
broad conclusions from a handful of graduates. 

He added that the school has kept tabs on those graduates 
and found recent improvements in their economic situations 
that are not reflected in the Education Department’s data. 

“We’re confident that the first official release of data will 
show that they’re doing well,” he said. “We see that now these 
students are working at good salaries.” Several for-profit 
schools — 

including ECPI and the Education Management 
Corporation, owner of The Art Institutes — also have cast 
doubt on the gainful employment data’s accuracy. A 
spokesman for American Intercontinental University called 
the numbers outdated. 

The Education Department said the data it released last 
month was unofficial, and schools would not lose financial aid 
eligibility for flunking the gainful employment standard until 
2015. 

But even that’s in question, since a federal court ruled 
June 30 that the department’s cutoff for its loan default 
benchmark is arbitrary. 

If the standard is rewritten, it still won’t have an effect on 
the GI Bill and tuition assistance programs. Veterans Affairs 
Department spokesman Steve Westerfeld said disqualifying a 
school for Title IV funds would not change its GI Bill 
eligibility. 

Pentagon spokeswoman Cynthia Smith said the Defense 
Department is still developing policies protecting military 
students in line with the “Principles of Excellence” announced 
by President Obama in April, though those principles don’t 
explicitly mention any gainful employment standard. 
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FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
28. Navy Admiral Hints At Jettisoning F-35 Fighter 
Questions value of stealth technology 
(WASHINGTON TIMES 10 JUL 12) ... Rowan Scarborough 

The chief of naval operations has penned an opinion 
column that has military analysts buzzing over whether it 
signals the Navy may be the first military branch to jettison 
the costly F-35 stealth fighter jet. 

Adm. Jonathan W. Greenert’s column in the current issue 
of Proceedings magazine questions the value of radar-evading 
technology, or stealth, in flying to a target and bombing it in a 
world of rapidly improving radars. 

At the same time, the Navy’s top officer champions the 
future of unmanned planes and standoff weapons such as ship-
fired cruise missiles. Adm. Greenert also mentions the 
ongoing budget-cutting environment in Washington. 

The Navy has planned to buy about 480 of the aircraft-
carrier version of the F-35, even as the stealth fighter jet’s 

costs have skyrocketed and the Navy prepares to shrink its 
fleet of ships for lack of money. 

To military analysts, all of Adm. Greenert’s points add up 
to a conclusion that the Navy is having second thoughts about 
pouring billions of dollars into the F-35 Joint Strike Fighter. 

Not true, says the admiral’s spokesman. 
“Those reports are wrong,” NavyLt. Nate Curtis said. 

“The CNO [chief of naval operations] has stated he is 
committed to the Joint Strike Fighter. 

“The CNO was not talking about a commitment to the 
Joint Strike Fighter. That isn’t the issue. He was talking about 
stealth in the future and looking at the return on investment. 
That’s what he talks about in that article,” Lt. Curtis said. 
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That has not stopped analysts from conjecturing about the 
Pentagon’s most expensive acquisition program in an era of 
mounting federal debt. 

“Adm. Greenert’s controversial — and, potentially, 
hugely consequential — article raises several interesting 
points, among which is the contention that advances in sensing 
capabilities and electronic and cyberwarfare will increasingly 
degrade America’s stealth arsenal,” wrote Mackenzie Eaglen, 
an analyst at the American Enterprise Institute. “This is not 
news. What is news, however, is the head of the Navy 
signaling a tepid commitment to the military’s largest 
acquisition program.” 

In his column, Adm. Greenert does not mention the 
fighter by name, but he does note the limits of stealth 
technology. And the Navy is buying only one stealth aircraft 
— the F-35. 

“We appear to be reaching the limits of how much a 
platform’s inherent stealth can affordably get it close enough 
to survey or attack adversaries,” Adm. Greenert says in a 
magazine that serves as a sounding board for active and retired 
officers. “And our fiscal situation will continue to require 
difficult trade-offs, requiring us to look for new ways to 
control costs while remaining relevant.” 

The admiral, a former submarine commander now in the 
first year of a four-year term, writes of advances in radars and 
computers that can detect even the best stealth planes as they 
near a target. 

“The Navy has been sending signals for a long time,” said 
Winslow Wheeler, an analyst at the Center for Defense 
Information, a budget reform group. “The most recent 
Greenert comments in Proceedings shows that longstanding 
information, available for decades, about the vulnerability of 
stealth to long-wavelength radars is beginning to sink in as the 

realizations of the gigantic dollar, tactical and reliability costs 
escalate.” 

Designed as a multipurpose fighter to replace the Air 
Force’s F-16 Falcons and the Navy’s F-18 Hornets, the F-35 
now carries a price tag of $395.7 billion for 2,443 planes. 

It has suffered technical failures and huge cost overruns, 
prompting Sen. John McCain, Arizona Republican, in 
December to call it “both a scandal and a tragedy.” 

The Government Accountability Office reported in June 
that total acquisition costs in the past five years ballooned 42 
percent, to $395 billion. Full-rate production now is not 
scheduled to begin until 2019, a six-year delay. 

In the most recent Pentagon budget review, in which $487 
billion was cut from the 10-year spending plan, Defense 
Secretary Leon E. Panetta opted to stretch out procurement but 
not terminate the program. 

The services know, however, that another wave of budget 
cuts is looming — about $500 billion if Congress cannot agree 
on a deficit-reduction plan by January. In that case, analysts 
say, several procurement budget lines will be in jeopardy, 
including the F-35. 

The GAO criticized the Pentagon for its big bet on 
“concurrency” — that is, developing and producing the plane 
at the same time. The Pentagon is buying 365 F-35s before 
developmental flight tests are completed. 

Said the GAO: “Development of critical-mission systems 
providing core combat capabilities remains behind schedule 
and risky. To date, only 4 percent of the mission systems 
required for full capability have been verified. Deficiencies 
with the helmet-mounted display, integral to mission systems 
functionality and concepts of operation, are most 
problematic.” 
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29. F-35 Test Points Reach Monthly High, Lockheed Martin Says 
(DEFENSE DAILY 11 JUL 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

The F-35 Joint Strike Fighter reached the highest monthly 
total of test points yet during June, Lockheed Martin said 
yesterday, in a positive step for a program that has been 
plagued by cost overruns and delays. 

Lockheed Martin said that 1,118 test points were carried 
out last month. 

That included the first flight of the Marine Corps' F-35B 
short-takeoff and vertical-landing (STOVL) version with the 
latest software. 

The Navy's F-35C carrier variants' first night flight was 
completed at Naval Air Station Patuxent River, Md., and the 
Air Force's F-35A carried out weapons pit drop testing at 
Edwards AFB, Calif., Lockheed Martin said. 

Lockheed Martin said June marked the 18 th straight 
month that the F-35 test program remained ahead of schedule, 
and that so far this year, as of June 30, the Joint Strike Fighter 
has conducted 595 test flights, 150 more than planned. 

The largest acquisition program in the Pentagon's history, 
the F-35 program has been subject to widespread criticism for 
massive cost overruns and delays in production and deliveries. 

The Pentagon plans to procure 2,443 F-35s for the Air Force, 
Navy and Marine Corps at an estimated cost of $395 billion--
about $117 billion from the expected cost five years ago. 

Earlier this year, the Defense Department restructured the 
program for the third time, deferring the purchase of 179 
planes over the next five years for an anticipated $15 billion in 
savings. 

The Government Accountability Office (GAO) said in a 
June report that it expected redesign and modification--known 
as concurrency--costs in the F-35's development to remain 
"elevated" into 2019, the first year the fighter jet is scheduled 
to go into full production. 

Meanwhile, Lockheed Martin also said yesterday four F-
35s have been delivered to the Pentagon since June 29, 
marking the first time the Defense Department has more 
operational F-35s than test aircraft. A total of nine have been 
delivered so far this year, giving the department 30 of the 
airplanes. Sixteen of them are operational aircraft, Lockheed 
Martin said. 
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30. Countries Vying To Be First Non-U.S. Buyer Of V-22 Osprey 
(REUTERS 10 JUL 12) ... Andrea Shalal-Esa 

FARNBOROUGH, England -- Several countries are 
competing to become the first foreign buyer of the U.S. 
military's V-22 tilt-rotor aircraft, which flies like a plane but 
takes off and lands like a helicopter, according to the Marine 
Corps colonel who runs the program. 

Colonel Greg Masiello said officials from more than 12 
countries, including eight air chiefs, got demonstration flights 
at the Farnborough International Airshow this week, as well as 
at the Royal International Air Tattoo, a huge military airshow 
in England last weekend. 

"We're ready, and the language that we're hearing from 
several of the customers is that they're ready and they're vying 
to be ... the first. That's not a bad position to be in," Masiello 
told Reuters in an interview as a Marine Corps version of the 
plane flew overhead. He said a first foreign purchase could be 
announced within the next year. 

Israel, the United Arab Emirates and Japan are among 
countries interested in buying the V-22, or Osprey, built by 
Boeing Co and Textron Inc's Bell Helicopter unit, Boeing 
officials told reporters earlier this week. Canada has also been 
mentioned as a possible buyer. 

Scott Donnelly, chief executive of Textron, told Reuters 
on Tuesday that Israel and the United Arab Emirates were the 
countries most often named as early buyers. 

Boeing and Bell have been trying to drum up foreign 
interest in the aircraft for years. But potential buyers have 
been waiting to see how the plane did in combat, as well as 
because of its relatively high purchase and use prices -- both 
of which are dropping. 

Washington is increasingly looking to foreign military 
sales to keep the cost of weapons systems from rising as the 
Pentagon cuts its own orders to strip $487 billion from its 
planned defense budgets over the next decade. 

In the case of the V-22 Osprey, Washington hopes foreign 
orders will keep the production line running past 2018. 

News of heightened interest in the V-22 comes amid 
reports of the plane's use in combat as the fleet approaches 
150,000 flight hours and continued improvement in its 
readiness rate, Masiello said. Recent tests also proved the 
plane could be used on an aircraft carrier and underscored its 
ability to travel over 2,600 miles round-trip to carry out a 
simulated rescue. 

But there are also negatives, including two crashes this 
year and concerns raised by Japanese officials in Okinawa, 
who are concerned about the plane's use off their island. 

Compared with a helicopter, the plane is relatively 
expensive at about $67 million a copy. But it has far greater 
payload capabilities and much longer range. 

Masiello said his office was also pitching the plane for 
use by the Navy when it completes an analysis on how to 
replace its current fleet of C-2 aircraft, which are used to ferry 
supplies to aircraft carriers. 

The V22 attracted a great deal of interest at the Dubai air 
show last November and has turned out to be darling of this 
year's Farnborough air show as well. 

Masiello said Boeing and Bell would produce 39 V-22s 
this year and a peak of about 42 next year before tapering off 
production in subsequent years. That means foreign orders 
could easily be incorporated into the production plan. 

"All our indications are that this isn't chatter. There are 
serious talks and negotiations" with potential foreign buyers, 
Masiello said, adding that the possible orders would be for 
eight to 12 planes. 

Boeing, Bell and the Marines have also begun negotiating 
a second five-year, multibillion dollar deal for 98 copies of the 
plane, down from 174 planes in a first, $11 billion order. 

Masiello said the Pentagon had received the companies' 
offer. But he declined to give any pricing details, except to say 
that it included a pledge to ensure at least 10 percent in 
savings in the multi-year agreement versus a single-year de 
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31. Industry Needs Shift In Approach For Program Management: Analysis 
(DEFENSE DAILY 11 JUL 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

Aerospace and defense industry program managers need 
to move beyond the traditional fundamentals of delivering a 
product to become more effective at meeting a changing 
environment with tougher demands, according to an analysis 
released yesterday by a business consulting firm. 

Pricewaterhouse Coopers (PwC) said its study based on 
interviews with more than two dozen executives from 23 of 
the world's leading companies in the sector showed program 
management is shifting past the norm of creating schedules, 
tracking progress and pressuring suppliers for improved 
performance. 

"The report identifies five key areas for program 
managers to focus on success: getting systems integration 
right; solidifying partnerships and joint ventures; agility and 
speed in business processes; being world citizens in 
relationship management; and applying a collaborative 
approach to supply chain management," PwC said. 

The report said the aerospace and defense sectors are 
facing a convergence of pressure to increasingly innovate 
while bringing costs down, a distinction from the previous 

practice wherein one or the other was acceptable to customer 
needs. The report echoed a similar message from the U.S. 
Department of Defense recently as it faces reduced budgets. 

"In the past, companies would specialize in one area such 
as solutions leadership, operational excellence or customer 
intimacy," PwC said. "But today's environment means that 
they, and their program managers, need to be top of their game 
in all three and deliver innovation and affordability in 
tandem." 

Neil Hampson, PwC's top analyst for global aerospace 
and defense, said companies need to accept a new mindset in 
which "partnership, internationalism, inclusivity and 
innovation rank as highly as 'getting it out the door' 
approach."We are in an era of fierce international 
competition," he added. "The winners will need to 
demonstrate they can use innovation as a key competitive 
advantage as well as anticipate, understand and match 
customers' needs." 

The PwC survey of the 28 executives from companies in 
Brazil, Canada, France, Germany, India, the United Kingdom 
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and the United States showed that 64 percent believed 
innovation would be crucial to gaining a competitive edge, 

along with delivering programs that were more integrated with 
customer needs, markets and supply chains. 
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32. Clock Ticking On Defense Bills In Congress 
(DEFENSE DAILY 11 JUL 12) ... Emelie Rutherford 

Lawmakers are continuing to work on multiple defense 
bills this month, though they said yesterday some of them may 
not be resolved until September at the earliest. 

Of the four Pentagon budget bills between the House and 
Senate--the authorization and appropriations measures in each 
chamber--only the House version of the policy-setting 
authorization legislation has been approved. The bills all guide 
Pentagon spending and activities for fiscal year 2013, which 
starts Oct. 1. 

The Senate Appropriations Defense subcommittee (SAC-
D) will mark up its version of the budget-setting defense 
appropriations bill "in about a week," Chairman Daniel Inouye 
(D-Hawaii) said in a brief interview yesterday at the Capitol. 

The SAC-D will be the last of the four major defense 
panels in Congress to unveil its version of the defense budget. 
After the full SAC, also chaired by Inouye, then passes the 
defense subcommittee's bill, there will be little time for Senate 
floor action this fiscal year. Congress will break for August 
recess in less than four weeks, and then be in session just three 
weeks in September before FY '13 starts. The Pentagon could 
be funded with a continuing resolution, which would 
temporarily maintain funding at FY '12 levels, if the House 
and Senate have not come up with one appropriations bill that 
President Barack Obama signs before Oct. 1. 

The full House is expected to debate its version of the 
defense appropriations bill next week, congressional aides 
said. The House OK'd on June 29 a so-called open rule for the 
budget-setting legislation that allows members to offer any 
amendments they want on the House floor. The House 
Appropriations Committee (HAC) approved on May 17 the 
bill up for debate, which exceeds spending limits dictated by 
the Budget Control Act of 2011 and is $8 billion larger than 
what the SAC-D is expected to propose. 

The HAC bill makes similar proposals regarding weapon 
systems to those in the versions of the policy-setting defense 

authorization bill approved in recent months by the House and 
the Senate Armed Services Committee (SASC). 

Those proposals, in the three bills, include adding funding 
for the Navy to buy a second Virginia -class submarine in FY 
'14, blocking the Pentagon's plan to allow a temporary 
shutdown in production of the M1 Abrams tank, prohibiting 
the administration from spending funding on the Medium 
Extended Air Defense System, and thwarting proposed 
reductions in Air National Guard and Air Force Reserve 
aircraft. 

The policy-setting authorization bill is further along in the 
congressional approval process than the budget-dictating 
appropriations legislation is, though it remains unclear when 
the Senate will debate the authorization measure. 

SASC Chairman Carl Levin (D-Mich.) told reporters 
yesterday he still hopes the chamber will act this month on the 
bill his panel approved on May 24. SASC Ranking Member 
John McCain (R-Ariz.) said Senate Majority Leader Harry 
Reid (D-Nev.) has not made it clear when he will bring the 
authorization bill to the floor for debate before the Senate's 
month-long recess starts Aug. 3. 

"That is a question I have been asking Sen. Reid 
continuously," McCain told reporters at the Capitol. "We're 
hoping that it can be brought up before" August. 

The House passed its version of the authorization bill on 
May 15, calling for adding $4 billion in spending to Obama's 
proposed Pentagon budget. The SASC's version proposes a 
smaller boost of $498 million to the Pentagon plan. 

The White House's Office of Management and Budget 
(OMB) has threatened to veto both the House-passed 
authorization measure and HAC-approved appropriations 
plan, saying they add too much funding to the Pentagon's 
funding request and make unacceptable program changes. 
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33. Levin Remains Hopeful On Moving Defense Bill Despite Time Crunch 
(THE HILL 10 JUL 12) ... Jeremy Herb 

Quickly running out of legislative days before the August 
recess, Senate Armed Services Chairman Carl Levin (D-
Mich.) is continuing to take the optimistic view that the 
Defense authorization bill would come to the Senate floor in 
July. 

“Hopefully in July,” Levin said when asked if he was 
going to be able to bring the bill to the floor before the recess. 

Both Levin and his counterpart in the House, Armed 
Services Chairman Buck McKeon (R-Calif.), want to get the 
Defense bill done as soon as they can. But Levin is running 
into limited floor time in asking Majority Leader Harry Reid 
to take up a bill that would eat up a big chunk of it. 

The Senate has a little over three weeks left before the 
August recess. The Defense authorization bill would require 
several days of floor time, as it typically has dozens — if not 
hundreds — of amendments offered. Like last year, there's 

expected to be a debate over the how terrorist suspects are 
detained. 

The Defense bill also would be a diversion from the 
politicking going on in both chambers over taxes ahead of the 
election, a diversion that is going to be increasingly difficult to 
pull off as November creeps closer. 

If the bill does not get taken up before the August recess, 
there would likely only be a few weeks in September before 
Congress breaks for the election. Some defense analysts and 
lobbyists are starting to account for possibility that the bill will 
get pushed to the lame duck session after the election. 

Both Levin and McKeon have said they want to avoid 
that, as the bill would then get pushed straight into the fiscal 
cliff deliberations. Plus, defense-focused lawmakers have 
another big issue they are trying to solve — sequestration — 
that’s also likely to be a key element of the lame duck session. 
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Once the Senate does pass the bill, there would still need 
to be negotiations with the House in conference committee. 
The House-passed bill sets defense spending at more than $3 
billion above the legislation that passed the Senate Armed 
Services Committee in May. 

Last year, the authorization bill did not pass until 
December. It was held up after Reid delayed it for several 
months over a dispute about terrorist detainees. 
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34. Republican Senators Eye Loophole Fix To Avert Mandatory Pentagon Cuts 
(THE HILL 10 JUL 12) ... Alexander Bolton 

Six Republicans on the Senate Armed Services 
Committee have signaled they would consider using revenue 
from closing tax loopholes to avert pending cuts to the 
military. 

Sen. John McCain (Ariz.), the senior Republican on the 
Armed Services panel, and Sen. Lindsey Graham (R-S.C.) are 
discussing a deal to raise between $40 billion and $50 billion 
in new revenues. 

Four other Republican members of the Armed Services 
Committee say they would consider supporting such a deal, 
even though it would likely violate the Taxpayer Protection 
Pledge championed by anti-tax activist Grover Norquist. 

McCain and Graham are eyeing tax loopholes and fees 
identified by Sen. Pat Toomey (R-Pa.) during the negotiations 
of the so-called supercommittee and other deficit-reduction 
talks last year. 

“If Republicans would put some revenue on the table — 
it’s $110 billion we have to offset in 2013,” Graham said 
Tuesday. “So McCain and I are trying to find some revenue 
from the Toomey-supercommittee-Gang of Six-Biden-Kyl 
talks where we could put revenue [on the table] by closing 
deductions or selling property, increasing fees.” 

Graham proposed a 3-to-1 ratio of spending cuts to 
revenue-raising provisions, similar to the Simpson-Bowles 
deficit-reduction plan. 

The Pentagon is facing $55 billion in cuts, but any 
proposal to avoid them would need to erase a similar amount 
in cuts planned for non-defense programs to win Democratic 
support. 

Graham said if Republicans agree to raise $40 billion or 
$50 billion in new revenues, “it’s going to be easier to get 
Democrats’ help with the $60 billion or $70 billion that we’ll 
have to find throughout the other parts of the government.” 

Sens. Kelly Ayotte (R-N.H.), Susan Collins (R-Maine), 
Rob Portman (R-Ohio) and Roger Wicker (R-Miss.), all 
members of the Armed Services Committee, said they would 
consider such a compromise. 

“I would support looking at some of the revenue sources 
that were looked at on the supercommittee. I think the 
overwhelming majority should be spending reductions, but 
that’s certainly something I would be willing to consider, 
depending on what the loopholes were and what the revenue 
sources were,” Ayotte said. 

Ayotte said she would oppose any proposal that raised tax 
rates. 

Said Collins, “Whether or not I could support it would 
depend very much on the specifics, but I am very eager to 
avoid sequestration, which I think would be an absolute 
disaster for our economy as well as for our national defense 

and for many of the smaller discretionary domestic programs 
that would be hit hard.” 

Portman, a leading candidate to join Mitt Romney on the 
GOP presidential ticket, said, “We’re willing to look at 
anything, we’re concerned enough about it.” 

Portman, a member of the 2011 supercommittee, said 
Republicans in those negotiations were looking more closely 
at measures classified by the Congressional Budget Office as 
fees. 

“There are a number of items that CBO terms revenues, 
which are fees, that were part of the discussion,” he said. “But 
those wouldn’t be as much [tax] loopholes as fees.” 

When asked whether he could support ending some niche 
tax breaks to avert the sequestration, Wicker said, “I wouldn’t 
rule it out.” 

Other Republicans on the Armed Services Committee 
have taken a different stance. 

Sen. John Cornyn (R-Texas) said special tax breaks 
should be reviewed as part of broader tax reform, a position 
shared by House Ways and Means Committee Chairman Dave 
Camp (R-Mich.) and Norquist. 

“This is totally unnecessary to solve the sequester 
problem at least for a year, to start raising taxes on anybody,” 
Cornyn said. 

Sen. Jeff Sessions (Ala.), the third-ranking Republican on 
Armed Services, said closing tax loopholes is tantamount to 
raising taxes. 

“I don’t think we need to be raising taxes for more 
spending,” he said. “I don’t think we have to raise taxes, 
period, to get this country under financial control. 

“I’m not supportive of this. I don’t think the Democrats 
have that much leverage to say they’re prepared to cut all this 
out of defense but Medicaid, food stamps, a lot of other 
programs have no cuts at all,” he said. 

Sen. Saxby Chambliss (R-Ga.) said lawmakers should 
eliminate special tax breaks through comprehensive reform, 
not one at a time. 

When asked about McCain’s efforts to strike a deal on 
defense cuts, Senate Republican Leader Mitch McConnell 
(Ky.) deferred to his second-in-command, Senate Republican 
Whip Jon Kyl (Ariz.). 

“The House of Representatives passed legislation, raised 
over $300-and-some billion to demonstrate it can be done 
without raising taxes,” he said. “Clearly, we believe that the 
best way to avoid the sequestration is to do so with reductions 
in spending, not raising taxes.” 

Kyl noted that he and McCain have also introduced 
legislation that would use spending cuts to offset the cost of 
wiping out the defense sequestration. 
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35. U.S. Weapons Makers Prepare For Decade-Long Downturn 
(REUTERS 10 JUL 12) ... Andrea Shalal-Esa 

FARNBOROUGH, England -- U.S. defense companies 
are trying to get creative as they gird for a decade of flat or 
declining military spending in Europe and the United States, 
eyeing more cooperation across borders, joint ventures, 
foreign sales and adjacent markets. 

Dennis Muilenburg, president and chief executive of 
Boeing Co's defense division, said his company is trying to 
preserve current spending on research and development - and 
possibly increase it - by cutting jobs and closing facilities as it 
seeks to slash overhead costs by $2 billion to $3 billion. 

He said the defense division had already cut 8,000 jobs 
and reduced its facilities by 10 percent. More cuts were likely 
in the future, he added, even if Congress manages to avert 
$500 billion in defense cuts that are due to begin in January, 
on top of $487 billion in cuts already on the books. 

"We're anticipating that the defense budget downturn in 
both the United States and Europe is a longer-term downturn, 
so we expect that to be a relatively flat market for us over the 
next decade," Muilenburg told Reuters Insider in an interview. 

Muilenburg said the defense industry was working more 
closely than ever with the Pentagon to drive down costs and 
ensure that weapons programs stayed on budget and schedule. 

"We all together need to drive affordability," he told 
Reuters in a separate interview at the Farnborough 
International Air Show. "Every action that we can take on 
affordability ... also creates the capacity to grow for the 
future," 

Boeing, Lockheed Martin Corp, and other arms makers 
say uncertainty about the U.S. defense budget outlook is 
clearly dampening investment, hiring, and even merger & 
acquisition activities. 

"There's probably more damage in the uncertainty than in 
the actual cuts happening," Scott Donnelly, chief executive of 
Textron Inc., told Reuters in an interview, adding that he did 
not expect a recovery in the European economy in 2013. 

He said the additional cuts mandated by the Budget 
Control Act of 2011 were ultimately unlikely to occur, adding, 
"At some point, something will happen, a grand bargain on 
deficit reduction. I wish they'd get on with it." 

From Defense To Security 
In the meantime, arms makers are looking to increased 

international sales and growth in areas such as unmanned 
vehicles, cybersecurity and even energy security, in 
Lockheed's case, to offset sustained pressure on U.S. and 
European budgets. 

Cost-cutting will stay on the agenda, even if the next 
round of automatic cuts can be avoided, executives say, noting 
that is clear that the industry is heading into a sustained period 
of slower growth after more than a decade of sharp gains. 

"We definitely see that we're not going to be on the same 
trajectory," Marillyn Hewson, who will take over as president 

and chief operating officer of Lockheed in January, told 
Reuters at the air show, although she added that the world was 
unpredictable and some dramatic event could reshuffle the 
deck. 

Hewson said Lockheed will continue to invest in 
unmanned systems and cybersecurity, as well as technology 
advances aimed at keeping the Pentagon's current warplanes, 
battleships and other weapons running longer and more 
capably. 

At the same time, she said Lockheed would continue to 
review possible workforce reductions on a regular basis, and 
would keep all options on the table, especially if the additional 
budget cuts were not averted. 

Donnelly, echoing similar remarks earlier this week by 
Raytheon Co Chief Executive William Swanson, cautioned 
against overly pessimistic views on the weapons industry. 

"Defense spending is going down ... But this is still a very 
large defense budget, and the needs aren't going away," he 
said. 

Stefan Ohl, an analyst with Alix Partners in Munich, said 
arms makers needed to find new markets such as homeland 
security for products they already made. 

"The trick is to make those systems transferable to other 
areas in order to benefit from effects of scale," he said. 

General Dynamics Corp, which builds warships and tanks 
for the U.S. military, and EADS, Europe's largest defense 
company, did just that on Tuesday. 

The two companies said they were forming a "long-term 
partnership" to compete for a big U.S. border security 
contract, a teaming agreement first reported by Reuters earlier 
this year. 

Selling Time On The C-17 
Partnerships and joint procurement programs will be a 

hallmark of future trans-Atlantic defense ties, said Michael 
Ryan, an official with the Pentagon's European Command, 
who came to the air show to meet with industry executives and 
cultivate more cooperative efforts. 

He said NATO was evaluating its procurement needs 
under a new "smart defense" policy aimed at encouraging 
more cooperative projects, such as one that allowed 12 
countries to buy hours of use on the C-17 transport plane built 
by Boeing, rather than each country buying its own big plane. 

"When you talk about high-end capabilities, it's very 
difficult for any nation to afford on their own," Ryan told 
Reuters in an interview in the cockpit of an Air Force C-17. 

He said NATO members had realized that transport, 
refueling and surveillance were all areas of high demand that 
could benefit from collaborative approaches and joint 
procurements. 
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36. Lockheed Martin Issues Pink Slips In Mission Systems Unit 
More than 30 San Diego jobs affected 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 10 JUL 12) ... Jeanette Steele 

Lockheed Martin will cut 740 jobs nationally – including 
32 San Diego positions – to “improve efficiency and 

affordability amid a challenging budget environment,” the 
company said Tuesday. 
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The jobs are in Lockheed’s mission systems and sensors 
unit, which works on Navy submarine combat and sonar 
systems and the Aegis weapons system. 

The company on Tuesday notified 308 U.S.-based 
employees that their jobs were cut. That action followed a 
voluntary layoff in May that was accepted by 432 employees. 

The San Diego-specific information initially came from 
Rep. Duncan Hunter, R-Alpine, who put out a news release 
linking the pink slips to upcoming defense budget cuts. 

“With the defense budget staring at an additional $500 
billion in cuts, growing budget pressures are already forcing 
tough decisions and workforce reductions within an industry 
that’s critical to American security” said Hunter, a member of 
the House Armed Services Committee. 

Lockheed later clarified that 20 pink slips were issued 
Tuesday in San Diego, on top of 12 positions cut under 
voluntary layoffs. 

All told, these actions reduced Lockheed’s mission 
systems and sensors sector by approximately 5 percent. 

“Given the budget pressures facing our customers, 
Lockheed Martin is examining every aspect of our business to 
ensure we are as efficient and cost effective as possible in 
meeting their needs,” said Dale P. Bennett, president of 
Lockheed Martin Mission Systems & Sensors Business. 

“Reducing our workforce is a difficult but necessary 
decision to position our business for future growth and ensure 
we remain competitive.” 

Headquartered in Bethesda, Md., Lockheed Martin is a 
global security and aerospace company that employs about 
123,000 people worldwide . 
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BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
37. Navy Opens Fire Scout Training Center At Jacksonville NAS 
(FLORIDA TIMES-UNION 10 JUL 12) ... William Browning 

The newest training facility for the Navy’s Fire Scout 
unmanned helicopter operators formally opened Tuesday at 
Jacksonville Naval Air Station. 

The MQ-8B Fire Scout, a helicopter drone developed by 
Northrop Grumman, is made to provide intelligence and 
reconnaissance through sensors that capture action in real time 
while being operated by a pilot on a ship. 

The pilots who operate them are based at Jacksonville 
NAS and Mayport Naval Station. 

“When they do deploy operationally, they are able to go 
right from the training booth in the simulator, right to the 
ship,” said Capt. Doug Ten Hoopen, commander of the 
Helicopter Maritime Strike Wing, U.S. Atlantic Fleet. 

The Navy has done some training for the drones at the 
Navy’s Patuxent River base in Maryland, but it made sense 
with the drones deploying solely aboard ships from Mayport 
to set up a training facility in Jacksonville, said George 
Vardoulakis, vice president of tactical unmanned systems for 
Northrop Grumman. 

“Crews are deploying out of this local area, so if we can 
bring the training to the crews, instead of the crews to the 
training, it’s more cost-effective and, again, since it’s here 

local, the crews are more apt to use it on a more frequent 
basis,” he said. 

The new operation — named the Northrop Grumman 
Corp. Fire Scout Training Center — is inside the Paul L. 
Nelson Helicopter Training Facility and allows pilots to learn 
in a hands-on atmosphere beside instructors. The facility is 
still in the process of incorporating lessons learned during 
recent deployments. 

The drones, which have been operating for about two 
years, are about 32 feet long and 10 feet tall and are capable of 
12 continuous hours of operation. A Fire Scout can cover 110 
nautical miles from the place it launches from, according to 
the Navy. 

“What’s great about the Fire Scout is that it has a longer 
endurance,” Ten Hoopen said. “It also carries less weight, so 
it’s more fuel-efficient and it can do the same thing a manned 
aircraft does.” 

The facility will also be used to train pilots and operators 
through classroom settings and hands-on maintenance. 

The Fire Scouts cost about $10 million apiece, and the 
Navy has previously said it plans on buying about 170 of 
them. 

The first class will begin training at the facility Monday. 
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38. Naval Station Newport Commemorates War Of 1812 With Public Concert 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 10 JUL 12) ... Lisa Rama, Naval Station Newport Public Affairs 

NEWPORT, R.I. -- Hundreds of spectators crowded onto 
Dewey Field onboard Naval Station Newport, July 9, to view 
the Ocean State Tall Ships Festival's Parade of Sail and enjoy 
music performed by Navy Band Northeast's contemporary pop 
music group, Rhode Island Sound. 

The afternoon concert and noon time parade wrapped up a 
four-day Tall Ships festival visit to Newport by 14 class A and 
B full-rigged ships, barques, schooners and brigantines that 
attracted thousands of visitors. 

Naval Station (NAVSTA) Newport personnel were fully 
engaged in the celebration seizing the opportunity to join with 

event organizers and commemorate the bicentennial of the 
War of 1812. 

"We are thankful to the Ocean State Tall Ships organizers 
for bringing these vessels here to Newport and for inviting us 
to join the celebration commemorating the War of 1812," said 
Capt. Douglas Mikatarian, commanding officer, Naval Station 
Newport, to an audience of 200 gathered in front of the 
Colony House in Newport's historic Washington Square, July 
8, to enjoy a free concert by Navy Band Northeast. 

War of 1812 banners and information on the Navy in the 
Ocean State lined the park and afforded the concert-goers and 
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passers-by an excellent opportunity to brush up on their naval 
history. 

In addition to the banners on the War of 1812 that lined 
the routes between tall ships throughout the weekend, staff 
officers and students from the Navy Supply Corps School, 
Surface Warfare Officers School (SWOS), Naval War 
College, and Navy Operational Support Center volunteered as 
ship liaison officers (SLO) between the visiting vessels and 
Newport/event organizers. 

"I had never even seen a Tall Ship so I wanted to get 
involved," said Master-at-Arms 3rd Class Emanuel Kneeland, 
NAVSTA Newport security department, who served as a 
SLO. Kneeland served as a SLO for Unicorn, a ship sailed by 
an all-female crew who are daughters of U.S. military 
personnel. 

Kneeland and other NAVSTA Newport Sailors conducted 
an "Honors to the Ensign" ceremony, July 8, on Bowen's 

Wharf, downtown Newport, demonstrating to an audience of 
100 festival visitors the meaning of the folds and colors of the 
American flag. 

"I liked the fact that I had three different Tall Ships and 
got to meet three different crews and learned about each ship," 
said Lt. Adam Wiseman, a SWOS instructor, who served as a 
SLO during the festival. 

Although not an official OpSail 2012 event, the visit by 
the Tall Ships to Rhode Island was an excellent opportunity 
for the Navy to partner with the community. The Navy 
established its first command in Narragansett Bay in 1869 and 
is the third largest employer in the state of Rhode Island. 

"We're proud of our heritage here in the Ocean State and 
the relationships we have with our community," Mikatarian 
said. 
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39. Island To Host Capture Of Fort Mackinac Event July 17 
War of 1812 Bicentennial 
(SAULT STE. MARIE (MI) EVENING NEWS 10 JUL 12) 

MACKINAC ISLAND, Mich. —A commemorative 
reenactment honoring the bicentennial of the War of 1812 and 
the Capture of Fort Mackinac will take place Tuesday, July 17 
at Fort Mackinac on Mackinac Island. Director of Mackinac 
State Historic Parks and Chairman of the State of Michigan 
War of 1812 Commission Phil Porter made the announcement. 

This commemoration of the capture of the Fort Mackinac 
features a large number of interpreters portraying British, 
Canadian, and Native American forces from the era. The event 
will also feature guest speakers and a compelling narrative, 
retelling the story of the original capture as reenactors portray 
the events. 

The commemoration ceremony will cover the build-up to 
the War of 1812 as well as the events that led to the capture, 

drawing upon many original accounts from both military and 
civilian sources. Just as the British and Native Americans 
would have 200 years ago when the fort was successfully 
recaptured and the Americans surrendered, the finale will 
include a raucous series of more than a dozen celebratory 
cannon and musket firings. 

In addition to the capture of Fort Mackinac, the 
reconstructed War of 1812 sloop Friends Good Will will be 
moored in the harbor to provide a naval element to the 
reenactment. 

There is no charge for this event, which begins at 7:30 
p.m. at Fort Mackinac on Mackinac Island. For more 
information, visit mackinacparks.com. 
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40. Naval Submarine Base New London Sailors Provided Muscle To Move Norwich Soup Kitchen 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 10 JUL 12) ... Lt. Cmdr. Jennifer Cragg, Commander, Submarine Group 2 Public Affairs 

NORWICH, Conn. -- Sailors from Naval Submarine Base 
New London, Naval Submarine School, Commander, 
Submarine Group 2 and Pre-Commissioning Unit North 
Dakota (SSN 784) participated in a community service 
volunteer project in Norwich July 10. 

Approximately 30 Sailors provided the necessary muscle 
to help temporarily relocate a local soup kitchen and food 
pantry. 

The Sailors moved everything from pots and pans to 
canned goods, refrigerators and stoves. 

In just shy of five hours and 12 truck loads, the Sailors 
moved all of the necessary items for the soup kitchen and food 
pantry to return to full operations on Thursday and to continue 
to assist the needy in the Norwich and surrounding 
communities. 

Corinne Kelly, chairman of the board of directors for the 
food pantry and soup kitchen was humbled by the generosity 
of the Sailors who volunteered their time. 

"It meant survival," said Kelly, who added that the 
Sailors' volunteering was instrumental in allowing the food 

pantry and soup kitchen to continue supporting their 
community. 

Kelly reflected on the efficiency and quality of the men 
and women who went to task moving mountains "with a 
smile" to ensure the soup kitchen could continue to support 
those in need. 

"I'm usually proud to be an American on the Fourth of 
July, but on the [tenth] of July, 30 Sailors came and helped us 
feed the homeless, unemployed, 400 children that come to our 
pantry every month and it was a honor to be associated with 
these Sailors," said Kelly, who added that the soup kitchen 
served a quarter of a million meals last year. 

Senior Chief Machinist's Mate (SS) Richard Hicks, one of 
the 30 Sailors who volunteered, is assigned to Pre-
Commissioning Unit North Dakota, and emphasized the 
importance of assisting the local community. 

"We received the call from the community that they 
needed help and came to assist," said Hicks. "It's always good 
to give back." 

Information Technician Seaman Apprentice Amber 
McWhorter, assigned to Base Consolidated 
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Telecommunications aboard Naval Submarine Base New 
London echoed Hicks' sentiment about the importance of 
recognizing a need in the community and assisting when 
possible. 

"It's a good opportunity to help out the Norwich 
community," said McWhorter. 

The Sailors helped move the furniture items used by the 
food pantry and soup kitchen to a temporary location as 
repairs to the former soup kitchen site continue. 

According to their website, the facility provides food 
assistance to needy families in the South Bend community. 
They also work as an advocate for those in need. 
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41. Feds Feed Families Across America 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 10 JUL 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Alexandra Snyder, Defense Media Activity - 
Pentagon Bureau 

WASHINGTON -- Navy and Marine personnel from the 
national capital region (NCR) and around the fleet are aiming 
to collect nearly 400,000 pounds of food for the fourth annual 
Feds Feed Families campaign. 

"Feds Feed Families is a charitable campaign that is led 
by the Office of Personnel Management. Federal agencies 
participate by donating canned goods and non-perishable food 
items to those in need," said Lt. Thea Lopez, Department of 
the Navy component champion for Feds Feed Families. 

"This year's goal for the Department of Defense is 1.5 
million pounds, and within the department of the Navy, it is 
396,000 pounds," Lopez added. 

Although all non-perishable goods are appreciated, there 
are 12 items that appear on the campaign's "most wanted" list, 
indicating that they're in high demand. These items include 
canned fruit in light syrup or its own juices, low sodium 
canned vegetables, multi-grain cereals, grains such as brown 
rice, canned proteins, soups, 100 percent juices, condiments, 
snacks, baking goods and hygiene items. 

"Being in the Armed Forces, we've already dedicated our 
lives to selfless service, so what we're doing with Feds Feed 

Families is doing for America what we do for other countries - 
giving back and providing food and other services of that 
nature," said Staff Sgt. Christopher Brennan, administrative 
chief, Special Staff Marine Corps Installation Command and 
Feds Feed Families volunteer. "To be able to give back is 
mutually beneficial for both us, as service members and the 
families we help. It feels great." 

Separate donation boxes for canned and boxed goods 
have been placed around the Pentagon's corridors as well as at 
all military and federal installations in the area. Outside the 
NCR, on Navy and Marine bases as well as ships, personnel 
can donate to their local chaplain's office whose staff will then 
coordinate with local food banks. 

"The need is not going away," said John Berry, director, 
Office of Personnel Management. "In too many families, one 
or both parents are still searching for work. Children are now 
out of school, and so they aren't benefiting from school 
nutrition programs. The need is even greater throughout our 
country this year." 
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42. New Little Creek Day Care Center Helps Waiting List 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 10 JUL 12) ... Debbie Messina 

The children in Jenna Montgomery's preschool classroom 
were rather wiggly for circle time Monday morning, opening 
day for the $10 million state-of-the-art child development 
center at Joint Expeditionary Base Little Creek-Fort Story. 

Sitting still for stories is torture for 3- to 5-year-olds when 
there's a roomful of spanking new toys, dolls, blocks and 
puzzles to explore. 

Many parents were just as excited, especially those facing 
a six-month to a year-long waiting list for military day care. 

With spots for 306 children, the new center at Little Creek 
will help shrink the waiting list to a quarter of its current size 
so families like the Delgado-Gionets, who are expecting and 
already have a 2-year-old daughter at the facility, may be able 
to keep their kids at the same location and not have to turn to 
more expensive private providers when their baby is born. 

"We've been stressed out because it will be a pain in the 
butt to split and have two day cares," said Michael Gionet, 
adding that it took six months to get their daughter in. 

Kelly Green, director of the child development center, 
said the current wait list will be cut from about 380 to about 
90 with the center's opening and the renovation and reopening 
of two smaller centers at Little Creek and Fort Story. Her own 
10-month-old daughter is on the list. 

"There is a big need," she said. 

Which is why the Navy is putting money into providing 
affordable child care for service members and Department of 
Defense employees, who pay on a sliding scale based on 
income. 

The new, 36,000-square-foot facility replaces an older 
center that had two-thirds the current capacity. Parts of that 
center will now be renovated, and a wing of it will be torn 
down because of its poor condition. It will reopen early next 
year with 88 children. Likewise, another center on Fort Story 
is undergoing renovation and will accept an additional 88 
children early next year. 

Combined with the before- and after-school youth 
programs, the joint base will likely have the Navy's largest 
child development program in the world by then, serving 
about 750 kids, said Debbie Wicks, child and youth program 
director for the joint base. 

The center boasts 26 classrooms on three wings. It has a 
large commercial kitchen for preparing breakfasts and 
lunches, a training room for teachers to prepare lesson plans 
and a parent reception area. And with 89 staff members, the 
center maintains a one-to-four teacher-child ratio in the infant 
rooms and ranges up to a one-to-12 ratio for the preschoolers. 

It's open 6 a.m. to 6 p.m. for children ages 6 weeks to 5 
years. 
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The new center also has video cameras in every room, 
radiant floor heating for crawling-aged children, finger guards 
on doors to avoid pinch hazards, rubberized fall zone surfaces 
on playgrounds, and panic hardware on all exterior classroom 
doors. 

Classroom stations focus on various skills, including 
music, art, language, science, construction and dramatic play. 
Furniture is labeled in English and in Spanish. Outside, there's 
playground equipment and soon a flower and vegetable 
garden. 

"We put every piece of equipment in here to challenge 
and to educate," Wicks said. 

Anabel Delgado-Gionet was impressed with the new 
facility. 

"Everything looks great, well organized," she said. "I like 
the interactivity with the kids; they have so many activities." 

Terri Dixon said her 4-year-old Isaiah's classroom "is 
much bigger than before, very open and has more light." 

Olivia Amanhyia likes that her husband, who is stationed 
at Little Creek, can pop in and visit their 7-month-old daughter 
Eliana any time during the day. 

"I feel much at ease with her here while I'm at work," she 
said. 
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43. Navy Searching Records For WWII Bombs In Kodiak 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 10 JUL 12) 

KODIAK, Alaska — The Navy wants to know what lies 
beneath the waters near Kodiak Island. 

The Kodiak Daily Mirror reports the search will be for 
any World War II era unexploded ammunition that was 
dumped or dropped around Kodiak, Dutch Harbor and Kiska. 
The latter was occupied by the Japanese during the war. 

Don’t expect to see people in the water, though. Right 
now, a contractor will search historical records for dud bombs 
or shells that might have been dropped. 

Kodiak Military History Museum Director Dave Ostlund 
says there were live-fire exercises in Kodiak. 

There was also a live-fire salute for a general in 1944. 
And shells were fired to warn a ship carrying Gov. Ernest 
Gruening away from a minefield. 
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NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
44. Visitors Find USS John C. Stennis Virtual Carrier Exhibit To Be Fit For All Ages 
(PENSACOLA NEWS JOURNAL 10 JUL 12) ... Rob Johnson 

The controlled commotion on the flight deck of the 
aircraft carrier USS John C. Stennis on Monday proved just 
the right level of excitement for 10-year-old Jayden Pitts. 

No air sickness bag required. No need to lean over the 
side. 

He was among the first visitors to the National Naval 
Aviation Museum’s new Virtual Carrier Flight Deck exhibit, 
which simulates the nuclear-powered Stennis in an immersive 
attraction that features $100,000 worth of bells and whistles. 

Jayden’s favorite part: watching helicopters take off and 
land from a simulated distance of just 30 feet away, standing 
near a landing signal officer who directed the aircraft. 

“Awesome. Amazing how the carrier works,” said 
Jayden, who was visiting with his family from Fayetteville, 
Ark. 

The new attraction, which opened Monday, is advertised 
as a show that brings to life the “sight, sounds and sensations” 
of being aboard an aircraft carrier flight deck in action. 

The exhibit deck consists of two rooms, covers 1,000 
square feet and allows seven guests at a time to take a 12-
minute tour. 

Get On Board 
The tour starts with visitors seated inside a mock-up of a 

C-2 Greyhound, a plane that specializes in delivering Naval 
personnel to carriers. 

The exhibit is sort of like a stationary theme park ride: the 
seats vibrate to simulate movement, and there are other 
features to create the impression of flying to the carrier. 

It’s a little louder than tourist class on a commercial 
airliner, but the landing amid open seas is smooth. 

Once aboard, visitors move to a second room, where 
they’re seated again, this time in a setting that mimics the 
rolling deck of the carrier with the help of a big screen that 
offers footage shot especially for the museum. 

Wind gusts help capture the feeling of a flattop’s open-air 
business area. 

Meanwhile, guests are treated to the smell of jet fumes 
and the sight of fiery exhaust blasts as F/A-18 Hornets 
perform catapult launches. They watch as specks in the 
distance loom closer and the returning Hornets screech to trap 
landings. 

Separately, the exhibit features a high-tech interactive 
display in which there’s a life-size setup of landing signal 
lights arranged around a huge mirror of the sort returning 
Naval aviators use to orient themselves on approach. 

More Than Looking 
More immersive exhibits are likely in the future, said Bob 

Rasmussen, a retired Navy captain who’s the institution’s 
director. 

Under consideration, he said, is a Blue Angels-themed 
showcase. 

“Museums need to keep up with that fast pace of 
technology in society. Visitors to museums aren’t content with 
just looking at stuff in a case like they once were,” museum 
historian Hill Goodspeed said. “The most popular museums 
we have are the ones where people feel they’re a part of it.” 

That works for Kerry Pitts, Jayden’s dad, who said his 
family wanted to come to the museum Monday — their third 
visit — after learning about the new exhibit on the Internet. 

“It’s something different.” he said. “We don’t have 
anything like this in Arkansas.” 
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45. Pentagon Will Consider Creating Medals Database 
(NAVY TIMES 10 JUL 12) ... Andrew Tilghman 

After years of rejecting the idea, the Pentagon is now 
considering the creation of a publicly accessible database of 
military valor awards as a way to deter military fakers. 

The change of heart comes as some key lawmakers — 
including Sen. Jim Webb, D-Va., chairman of the Senate 
Armed Services Committee’s personnel panel — are moving 
to restore criminal penalties for people who wear medals that 
are not authorized. 

The Pentagon’s internal review comes after the Supreme 
Court in June struck down the 2006 law that made it a federal 
crime to lie about receiving military medals. The high court 
said the law was violated the First Amendment right to free 
speech. 

However, the justices acknowledged that preserving the 
integrity of military honors is important. They specifically 
suggested that the Defense Department help create an online 
database where the public could check up on politicians, job 
applicants and others who claim to be decorated heroes. 

Now the Defense Department agrees that may be a good 
idea. 

“We are exploring the option of standing up a database of 
valor awards,” Pentagon spokesman George Little told 
reporters Tuesday. “We have not arrived at a conclusion yet, 
but that process is ongoing.” 

The study will be spearheaded by Erin Conaton, the 
Defense Department’s undersecretary for personnel and 
readiness, Little said. 

The decision to consider the database reverses the 
Pentagon’s longstanding dismissal of the idea. As recently as 
July 5, a top Pentagon official said there were no plans to 
revisit the matter based on a 2009 study that concluded such a 
database was not viable because of privacy concerns and 
missing personnel records that burned in a fire in 1973. 

The scope of a potential database remains unclear. “We 
are talking about not just Medals of Honor, but a wide range 
and a very large number of other awards,” Little said. 

Including a broader group of medals, such as service 
crosses and the Silver Star, would make the database more 
effective, but Little said the goal would be to ensure there is 
“integrity to the data.” 

Under current military procedures, most valor awards are 
handled locally by individual commands and their records 
maintained locally. 

The Supreme Court pointed to several nongovernment 
efforts to create a database, such as the Military Times Hall of 
Valor, which includes more than 100,000 citations of post-
Civil War awards including the Medal of Honor and all of the 
second-tier valor awards, the Distinguished Service Cross, 
Navy Cross and Air Force Cross. 

Advocates for a large-scale database say the Pentagon is 
overstating the challenges. 

Doug Sterner, the curator of the Military Times Hall of 
Valor, estimates that compiling the kind of comprehensive 
database the Supreme Court referred to would cost no more 
than $10 million. That would cover the costs of hiring a team 
of data entry workers to type and digitalize existing 
unclassified government records. 

On July 10, Webb, a Marine combat veteran who served 
in Vietnam, introduced the Military Service Integrity Act that 
would create criminal penalties for falsely claiming to have 
served in the military or been awarded a medal. To comply 
with the Supreme Court’s objections to the Stolen Valor Act, 
Webb’s bill could apply the penalties to people who try to 
secure a tangible benefit or personal gain from claiming 
military service or the award of a medal. 

Sen. Scott Brown, R-Mass., and Rep. Joe Heck, R-Va., 
introduced similar legislation last year, the Stolen Valor Act of 
2011, in anticipation of the Supreme Court striking down the 
law. 

“Profiting from the misrepresentation of military service 
or the award of a decoration or medal for personal gain 
undermines the value of service and is offensive to all who 
have stepped forward to serve our country in uniform,” Webb 
said in introducing his bill. 

He said his legislation would be within the scope of the 
First Amendment. 

The penalty for false claims for personal gain would be a 
fine, up to six months in jail, or both, Webb aides said. It 
would apply to falsely claiming to have served in the military 
or to have earned a medal, ribbon, decoration or other military 
device. 

This would apply in several circumstances, such as lying 
about military service on a job resume, falsely running as a 
veteran for political office, filing for undeserved veterans’ 
benefits or any other action that would produce financial 
benefits or attempts to improve personal credibility. 
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46. Air Force Jet’s Oxygen Problems Raise Lawmakers’ Ire 
(NEW YORK TIMES 11 JUL 12) ... Elisabeth Bumiller 

WASHINGTON — Two lawmakers demanded an 
explanation from the Air Force on Tuesday for why two more 
pilots have reportedly experienced oxygen problems in the F-
22 Raptor, the world’s most expensive fighter jet. 

“This seems to be a never-ending saga,” Senator Mark 
Warner, Democrat of Virginia, told reporters in a joint 
conference call with Representative Adam Kinzinger, 
Republican of Illinois. 

The lawmakers were reacting to two recent episodes, the 
latest in a series over the last 18 months calling the plane’s 
safety into question. On July 6 at Joint Base Pearl Harbor-
Hickam in Hawaii, an F-22 pilot declared an in-flight 
emergency because he was experiencing symptoms of 
hypoxia, or oxygen deprivation. 

On June 26 at Joint Base Langley-Eustis in Virginia, 
another F-22 pilot pulled his emergency oxygen handle during 
landing because of what the Air Force characterized as 
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“discomfort” from intermittent air flow into his mask during 
flight. 

In addition, Mr. Warner and Mr. Kinzinger said they were 
concerned about what happened on May 31 at Tyndall Air 
Force Base in Florida, where a pilot hit the runway without his 
landing gear down. They said that it was premature to assume 
that hypoxia was the cause, but that the episode should be 
investigated. 

“I have concerns about the Air Force’s ability to get to the 
bottom of this,” Mr. Warner said. “My patience is running 
thin.” 

In a letter on Tuesday to Michael B. Donley, the Air 
Force secretary, Mr. Warner and Mr. Kinzinger asked for a 
full accounting of all the occurrences of hypoxia-like 
symptoms in Raptor pilots since the plane went into service in 
2005. So far the Air Force has said there have been 36 
episodes, with 21 of those unexplained — over all a far greater 

number per flight hour than in other types of aircraft in its 
fleet. (The two most recent occurrences and the episode at 
Tyndall are not included in the 36.) 

Air Force officials have been struggling to understand for 
more than a year why some pilots become dizzy or disoriented 
during F-22 flights or immediately afterward. Last month they 
appeared to have made a breakthrough: investigators said they 
believed that a pressure vest was restricting pilots’ breathing 
and that narrow oxygen hoses were either leaking or not 
delivering enough air. The Air Force ordered pilots to fly 
without the vest. 

But the two pilots who experienced the recent hypoxia 
symptoms at Langley and Hickam were not wearing vests. Lt. 
Col. Pat Ryder, an Air Force spokesman, said on Tuesday that 
after the Air Force reviews the letter from Mr. Warner and Mr. 
Kinzinger, “an appropriate and timely response will be 
provided.” 
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47. Army Bolting As Sponsor After Season 
(USA TODAY 11 JUL 12) ... Dustin Long 

The U.S. Army will not return to NASCAR next season, 
and the congresswoman who has sought to end military sports 
sponsorships said she would meet today with National Guard 
officials to discuss their backing of Dale Earnhardt Jr.'s team. 

Rep. Betty McCollum, D-Minn., who tried last year to 
end military sports sponsorship programs before her 
amendment was defeated, commended Tuesday's 
announcement that the Army would end a 10-year run of 
sponsoring NASCAR. 

"This program was not effective," McCollum told USA 
TODAY Sports on Tuesday. "By eliminating a wasteful 
program, they're protecting taxpayer dollars and they can 
refocus those dollars on recruiting efforts that bring in well-
qualified recruits to keep our Army strong." 

John Myers of the Army Marketing and Research Group, 
explaining why it was cutting ties with NASCAR, said, "The 
bottom line is the return of investment has got to make enough 
sense." 

Myers said the Army would spend $8.4 million on its 
NASCAR program this season, a total that includes a 12-race 
sponsorship for Ryan Newman's No. 39 Chevrolet. 

Myers couldn't say how many recruits had joined because 
of the Army's involvement in NASCAR. "You can't really 
attribute one visit to a NASCAR race by a prospect-age youth 
as resulting in actually raising his or her right arm and 
swearing on the oath," he said. "It is a conversation that may 
start at the NASCAR track. It may start somewhere else and 
continue at the track." 

Myers said the Army intended to continue sponsoring 
Tony Schumacher's NHRA drag racing team and the All-
American Bowl high school football game because of better 
returns on the cost for those programs. 

McCollum has remained steadfast that, in a time of 
tightening budgets, such sponsorships aren't needed. Her 

amendment to ban military sports sponsorships was revived in 
May with Rep. Jack Kingston, R-Ga., as the sponsor. It was 
attached to a defense appropriations bill that was passed out of 
committee in May. The issue could be debated on the House 
floor this month. 

McCollum said the National Guard Association requested 
today's meeting. 

"We think a lot of the NASCAR effort may be 
misunderstood," said retired Col. Pete Duffy of the lobbyist 
group for the National Guard. "People generally have to hear a 
message 13 times before it sinks in. You want to keep hitting, 
keep hitting and keep hitting. And when you have Dale 
Earnhardt winning a race as he did (June 17 at Michigan 
International Speedway) -- with the National Guard symbol on 
the car -- that's something we're just not going to be able to 
build nationally." 

Even if the amendment is killed, the National Guard will 
likely have less money to work with next year, which means 
Earnhardt's No. 88 team with Hendrick Motorsports could be 
affected. 

Duffy's office reported the National Guard's total sports 
sponsorships cost $54.5 million in fiscal year 2012 and the 
Guard had made a request of $24.5 million for fiscal year 
2013 as all branches of the military plan to cut their marketing 
programs. The Guard budgeted $26.5 million on NASCAR 
alone in fiscal year 2012, down from $32.7 million in fiscal 
year 2011. 

In a statement, NASCAR chief marketing officer Steve 
Phelps said, "NASCAR continues to be a powerful and critical 
part of the marketing mix for other branches of the U.S. 
Armed Forces and more Fortune 500 companies than any 
other sport." 
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48. Olympia Warship Rehabilitation Sought By Group 
(SAN FRANCISCO CHRONICLE 11 JUL 12) ... Carl Nolte 

A Mare Island museum group has submitted a bid to 
acquire the old Navy cruiser Olympia, one of the most historic 
- and endangered - warships afloat. 

The Olympia, which was built in San Francisco and 
launched in 1892, was the flagship of Commodore George 
Dewey's fleet that defeated the Spanish at the battle of Manila 
Bay in 1898. 

"That was the battle that basically made the United States 
a world power," said Dennis Kelly, manager of the Olympia 
project for the Mare Island Museum. The Dewey monument in 
San Francisco's Union Square commemorates that victory. 

Mare Island Historic Park Foundation is one of three 
groups hoping to get the Olympia. The group wants to display 
the ship out of the water at the old Drydock No. 1 at the 
former Navy base near Vallejo. 

However, the group, which operates a museum on Mare 
Island as well as the several historic buildings there, faces 
formidable challenges. Among them is raising enough money 
to repair the badly corroded hull of the 120-year-old ship and 
then moving it from its home in Philadelphia to Vallejo, by 
way of the Panama Canal, a voyage of several thousand miles. 

Built, Outfitted Here 
The ship has many ties to the Bay Area, Kelly said. Not 

only was it built at the old Union Iron Works at the foot of 
Potrero Hill, but the ship was outfitted at Mare Island and dry 
docked there before it sailed out the Golden Gate and into 
history to become flagship of the U.S. Navy's Asiatic 
Squadron, based in Hong Kong. 

The Olympia had a long and distinguished career all over 
the world. Its final mission was bringing the remains of the 

Unknown Soldier back from France in 1921. It was then 
placed in reserve and it has been a museum ship on the 
Delaware River in Philadelphia since 1957. 

However, the nonprofit corporations that operated the 
Olympia allowed the steel hull of the ship to deteriorate so 
badly that it is in danger of sinking. 

"Deferred maintenance has reached a critical stage," 
according to Philadelphia's Independence Seaport Museum, 
which owns the ship and now wants to give it away. 

The ship has not been dry docked in 67 years, and the hull 
is patched in 70 places, said Jesse Lebovics, the museum 
manager. The Seaport Museum says the Olympia needs 
"immediate stabilization" at a cost of between $2 million and 
$5 million. 

If no new owner can be found, the ship will be scrapped 
or scuttled. 

Costly Project 
Saving Olympia will be expensive. Besides the $2 million 

to $5 million needed to keep it from sinking, the Seaport 
Museum estimates it would take an additional $9 million to 
rehabilitate the ship. Some estimates put the total cost up to 
about $20 million. 

Getting the old ship to California would also be a 
problem. Lebovics said the move would be "tricky." Kelly 
thinks it can be done either by placing the Olympia on a large 
heavy-lift ship, or towing it from the East Coast to the West 
Coast. 

A group in Philadelphia and another in South Carolina are 
also in the running for the Olympia. 

View Gallery (14 Photos) 
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49. World's First Nuclear Cruiser Up For Auction As Scrap 
(REUTERS 11 JUL 12) ... Laura L. Myers 

SEATTLE -- The world's first nuclear-powered surface 
warship, the USS Long Beach, was put up for auction as scrap 
metal on Tuesday to be dismantled and recycled, after 
spending the past 17 years mothballed in a naval shipyard in 
Washington state. 

The 720-foot (219-metre) vessel, the first American 
cruiser since the end of World War Two to be built new from 
the keel up, boasted the world's highest bridge and was the last 
such U.S. vessel with teakwood decks, according to Navy 
history. 

Long Beach, commissioned in 1961, is not the first 
warship to be recycled. But the defense contractor that 
exclusively handles such auctions, Government Liquidation, 
said it would be the first time in its 11-year history that a 
nuclear powered guided missile cruiser has been sold for 
scrap. 

Other decommissioned U.S. military vessels have been 
sunk, sold to other countries or more rarely turned into 
museums open to the public, as was the fate of the storied 
battleship USS Iowa, which opened in Los Angeles as a 
museum to much fanfare on Saturday. 

"I'm sure that Long Beach was always designated for 
scrapping. We don't make a lot of ships into museums," said 
Pat Dolan, spokesperson at the U.S. Naval Sea Systems 
Command. 

All U.S. Navy nuclear cruisers were ordered 
decommissioned because of defense budget cuts after the 1991 
Gulf War during the early 1990s. 

Long Beach, which served in Vietnam and provided 
support during the Gulf War, was decommissioned in 1995 
and its two nuclear reactors were deactivated. 

Long Beach had 10,000 tons of steel, 300 miles of 
electrical cable and 450 tons of aluminum, earning it the voice 
radio call sign "Alcoa" after the aluminum maker of the same 
name. 

More than a dozen scrap dealers have expressed interest 
in taking part in sealed online bidding for the hull, with more 
than 7.35 million pounds (3.33 million kg) of steel, aluminum 
and copper wiring, galley equipment, tables, chairs, lockers 
and bunks, Government Liquidation president Tom Burton 
said. 

"It's a two-year process but it could take 18 to 26 
months," Burton said. "What's left is an inert hull." 

Retired engineering officer Doug Harms, 81, served from 
1959 to 1962 on Long Beach, which then conducted 
operational missile testing near Virginia's Norfolk, Germany's 
Bremerhaven, Cuba's Guantanamo Bay and Puerto Rico's San 
Juan. 

It had a crew of 80 officers and 1,100 enlisted Sailors. In 
a two-month mission in 1964 called "Operation Sea Orbit," 
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Long Beach steamed 30,000 miles without refueling. It joined 
the USS Enterprise aircraft carrier and USS Bainbridge cruiser 
in the world's first all-nuclear battle formation, according to 
Government Liquidation. 

"A big ship like that was nice to be on. It was like a big 
city," said Harms, who now lives in Idaho. 

The auction is set to close on Thursday at 5 p.m. 
Minimum bids are $150. 
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OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
50. Collateral Damage 
The Pentagon has become a hostage in the war over the deficit 
(THE ECONOMIST 07 JUL 12) ... Editorial 

It seemed a good idea at the time. But sequestration, an 
ugly word for an ugly thing, now threatens to rip the heart out 
of America’s defence budget. 

Sequestration was part of the deal hammered out last 
August to extend America’s debt-ceiling when it was on the 
verge of default. The deal set up a congressional “super-
committee” charged with cutting the deficit by $1.5 trillion on 
top of the $917 billion already agreed on. Sequestration was 
the gun pointing at the super-committee’s head. If it failed, 
$1.2 trillion-worth of across-the-board cuts would be 
automatically triggered on January 2nd 2013, split evenly 
between discretionary security and non-security programmes 
over the next nine fiscal years. In November, the super-
committee admitted failure. Since then, nothing has happened. 
But the sense of foreboding has grown. 

The Pentagon is now faced with having to slice another 
$55 billion a year from its spending in each of the next nine 
years, on top of the cut of $487 billion over ten years already 
agreed to. Military pay and benefits are exempt from the 
sequester, as are “overseas contingency operations” (the war 
in Afghanistan), so the money will have to come out of a 
remaining defence pot of $375 billion. 

That translates into an immediate 15% cut, according to a 
study carried out by the Bipartisan Policy Centre (BPC). 
Worse still, the law does not allow the Pentagon any discretion 
over how and where the cuts are made. And because defence 
budgets are dynamic and reflect changing priorities (the 
Pentagon is shifting towards a greater emphasis on air, sea and 
cyber weaponry that will be needed for its strategy of 
“rebalancing” towards the Asia-Pacific region) the effects will 
be even more perverse than at first sight. 

For example, the Pentagon wants to spend a mere $74m 
on heavy tanks next year; but the BPC calculates that because 
the sequester is based on “continuing resolution” funding -- 
rather than the request, which reflected the president’s 
strategic priorities -- it will be forced to spend $403m, 442% 
more than it wishes to. On the other hand, the Pentagon is 
planning to put $1.8 billion next year into an urgently needed 
new aerial-tanker programme, but will now be allowed to 
allocate only $781m to it -- a 57% cut. 

The defence secretary, Leon Panetta, has called 
sequestration a “meat-axe” while the chairman of the joint 
chiefs of staff, General Martin Dempsey, says that the cuts 
will be catastrophic, leaving the armed forces “hollowed-out”. 

Mr Panetta is so appalled that he has ordered the Pentagon not 
even to begin planning for sequestration -- defiance that is 
looking increasingly untenable. 

Meanwhile, the defence industry is bracing itself for the 
possibility that almost every significant contract may have to 
be renegotiated. As Todd Harrison of the Centre for Strategic 
and Budgetary Assessments observes, sequestration is a bad 
way to save money. As procurement is cut, the unit costs of 
new aircraft and ships increase until cancellation looms as the 
only sensible option. Nor does it confront the real problem in 
the defence budget -- the ever-expanding share taken by pay 
and benefits. The Hoover Institution’s Kori Schake, a defence 
official in several administrations, says that by 2014 the bill 
for ex-servicemen’s pay and benefits will exceed that of the 
active force while, on current trends, by 2038 pay and benefits 
will absorb the entire defence budget. 

In an effort to concentrate minds, Senators John McCain 
and Patti Murray moved a bipartisan amendment last month to 
force the Department of Defence, the Office of Management 
and Budget and the White House to produce details of 
sequestration’s impact. But Republicans are still arguing for 
the armed forces to be entirely exempt, while leaving non-
defence spending to take the full hit -- a non-starter for 
Democrats. For its part, the Obama administration seems to 
intend to sit tight and wait for its opponents’ nerves to crack. 

That may be happening. The Republican chairman of the 
House Armed Services Committee, Buck McKeon, has called 
for legislation to delay sequestration in the hope of getting a 
broader budget fix later. He says he is now “willing to look at 
anything” Democrats might propose to break the impasse. 
There is also talk of taking some of the poison out of 
sequestration by allowing the Pentagon to decide where the 
cuts should fall and loading them towards the out-years. Mr 
Harrison is sceptical: “The law wasn’t intended to be good 
policy; it’s meant to be a deterrent. Neither side wants to fix 
it.” 

Nothing much is likely to happen until after the election 
in November. This means that, implausibly, the lame-duck 
Congress will have to find a compromise after a bitterly 
fought campaign. The betting is that sequestration will 
happen, but will be so awful that an alternative is eventually 
found. The real battle is not over defence, but over soaring 
entitlement costs and an inadequate revenue base to pay for 
them. The Pentagon is just collateral damage. 
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51. Elected Officials Need To Know About Military’s Economic Impact In Region 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 08 JUL 12) ... Rear Adm. James A. Johnson, Ret. 

In a June 24 editorial, U-T San Diego correctly pointed 
out that automatic federal budget cuts — set to be triggered on 
Jan. 2 unless Congress and the president enact a new deficit-
reduction plan — could result in the loss of as many as 30,000 
defense-related jobs in our region. 

The editorial challenged each member of our 
congressional delegation to solve this so-called sequestration 
problem, and for challengers for those seats to tell voters 
where they stand on these defense budget cuts. 

The San Diego Military Advisory Council believes that 
the U-T’s challenge, while certainly appropriate and 
necessary, does not go far enough. SDMAC contends that the 
challenge should be extended to all elected officials in our 
region, including mayors, city council members and members 
of the state Legislature. 

SDMAC, through its legislative committee, has 
undertaken a program to meet with these elected officials and 
brief them on the impact of the military presence in our 
community. At these briefings, we continue to be surprised by 
the lack of basic knowledge on the part of these officials 
regarding the impact of this presence. 

San Diego is home to the largest concentration of military 
forces in the world, 60 percent of the ships of the U.S. Pacific 
Fleet and over one-third of the combat power of the U.S. 
Marine Corps. This presence contributes more than $32 billion 
to the gross regional product of our region and supports more 
than 300,000 workers, representing one out of every four jobs 
in the San Diego economy. 

This kind of impact requires the attention of not only of 
our congressional delegation in Washington, D.C., but also the 
attention of every one of our elected officials, whether they are 
local, state or federal. They need to understand both the 
current role of the military in our region and the impact of the 
defense-related dollars that enter our economy. They need to 
be aware of the potential implications of the various outcomes 
that could result from the battle over the defense budget, if 
they are going to exercise the leadership we need to set the 
proper course for our region. 

SDMAC recently published its 2012 San Diego Military 
Economic Impact Study. We believe that it should be required 
reading for every elected official in our region, as well as 
those who are running for office. This study, led by Dr. Lynn 
Reaser, chief economist at the Fermanian Business and 

Economic Institute at Point Loma Nazarene University, with 
input from virtually all the military bases in the San Diego 
region, analyzes the military cluster in our community. 

The military cluster far exceeds the footprint of either 
tourism or the biotech industry. All of our elected officials 
need to understand and appreciate the military footprint, and 
the uniformed and civilian personnel that populate our bases. 
They need to understand the financial impact of defense 
contracts and other defense spending that flow to San Diego 
companies and organizations, and the ripple effect that this 
spending has throughout our economy. 

Perhaps equally important as the understanding of the 
economic impact of the military is the qualitative impact of 
the military presence in our region. There are more than 
130,000 uniformed and civilian employees of the Department 
of Defense in San Diego. These people are our friends and 
neighbors, they are our Little League coaches and members of 
our church choirs, our Cub Scout, Boy Scout and Girl Scout 
pack leaders. Their spouses are our teachers, nurses and health 
practitioners, and their children attend our schools and 
universities. When they finish their active duty, many of them 
become permanent citizens of our community. 

The Marine Corps and the Navy have nearly 200,000 
acres of land under their care. It is not an exaggeration to state 
that the military leads the way in environmental stewardship, 
energy conservation and alternative energy development. 

It is not enough for our elected officials to show up at 
change-of-command ceremonies, or have their pictures taken 
with senior military leaders on holidays, such as Veterans Day 
and Memorial Day. With the military presence such a 
significant part of the fiber of our community, our elected 
officials at all levels need to educate themselves regarding the 
breadth and scope of this presence. 

It is only by acquiring the knowledge and understanding 
of the impact of the military in our community that these 
officials can speak out knowledgeably and authoritatively, 
whether it be in city council chambers or the legislative 
chambers in Sacramento or Washington, D.C., when 
challenges such as sequestration and Base Realignment and 
Closure, or BRAC, threaten our community. 

SDMAC stands ready to assist in this education effort. 
James A. Johnson, a retired Navy rear admiral, is the 

2012 president of the San Diego Military Advisory Council. 
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52. ‘Great Green Fleet’ Sails Toward Pentagon’s Reduction In Oil Use 
Yet Conservatives Oppose Military Development of Innovative Advanced Biofuels, Ignoring $123 Million in 
Higher Oil Costs in 2012 
(CENTER FOR AMERICAN PROGRESS 10 JUL 12) ... Christina C. DiPasquale and Daniel J. Weiss 

U.S. Navy servicemen and women recently debuted the 
“Great Green Fleet,” the first aircraft carrier strike group to be 
powered largely by alternative, nonpetroleum-based fuels. 
Despite this latest success, however, some congressional 
conservatives on the Senate and House Armed Services 
committees want to slash funding for this and other Defense 
Department clean energy programs. This would short-circuit 
investments in energy innovation that could have civilian 
applications and benefits, helping our nation become less 
reliant on oil. In addition, sole reliance on oil-based fuels 

subjects the defense budget to increased spending for fuel 
when the price of oil spikes. 

Secretary of the Navy Ray Mabus provided the leadership 
to build the “Great Green Fleet”—an essential milestone in the 
Department of Defense’s efforts to reduce its oil dependence 
by diversifying fuels. The development and use of alternative 
fuels is vital to the safety of our troops because it diversifies 
the fuel mix that powers their vessels, planes, and vehicles. 
That makes them less vulnerable to an oil supply disruption in 
the Middle East or elsewhere. It is also vital to the long-term 
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fiscal health of our nation because any effort to reduce our 
reliance on volatilely priced fossil fuels is good for our 
economy. The Navy’s investment in alternative fuels to power 
the “Great Green Fleet” is an essential effort to reduce its oil 
dependence and exposure to volatile prices. 

The biofuel blends used in the five-ship demonstration 
were 50-50 mixtures of biofuels—made from used cooking oil 
and algae—and petroleum-based marine diesel or aviation 
fuel. About 450,000 gallons of 100 percent “neat” biofuel was 
purchased in 2011 for this purpose. 

Conservative lawmakers have opposed the U.S. military’s 
use of advanced biofuels, however, claiming that they are 
concerned about the cost of these new, nonoil fuels. Sen. John 
McCain (R-AZ), the ranking Republican on the Senate Armed 
Services Committee, said, “I don’t believe we can afford it.” 
Another critic, Rep. Randy Forbes (R-VA), said during a 
hearing earlier this year that, “I understand that alternative 
fuels may help our guys in the field, but wouldn’t you agree 
that the thing they’d be more concerned about is having more 
ships, more planes, more prepositioned stocks?” 

These arguments ignore the drain on America’s defense 
budget from oil price spikes such as those experienced earlier 
this year. The Department of Defense estimates that for every 
$1 increase in the price of a barrel of oil, the military incurs an 
additional $130 million in fuel costs. In fact, a Center for 
American Progress analysis (see table) found that the most 
recent oil price spike cost the Department of Defense $123 
million more for oil purchases from January to May of this 
year compared to purchases one year ago over the same 
months. The 2012 price spike forced $1.1 billion more 
spending for oil compared to the same time in 2010. (View 
Graphic) 

There's no end in sight for the strain of high oil prices on 
the Department of Defense. According to Energy Department 
statistics, world oil prices will average an estimated $145 a 
barrel in 2035 (in 2010 dollars), up from the current $85-to-
$110 range this year. 

This past May, groups including Pew Charitable Trusts, 
the American Farm Bureau Federation, and Airlines for 
America issued a joint statement voicing their opposition to 
the antibiofuel amendments adopted by the Senate Committee 
on Armed Services: 

In fiscal years 2011 and 2012, DoD came up $5.6 
billion short in its budget for military operations and 
maintenance because it spent more on fuel than 
anticipated. Moreover, the United States sends $1 
billion overseas each and every day to pay for foreign 
oil, further draining resources from the U.S. economy. 
Rep. Forbes argues that studies show biofuel will always 

be more expensive than petroleum, but the Defense 
Department’s purchase of small amounts of biofuel for 
research and development has already dramatically reduced its 
price, as manufacturers streamline production processes. In 
fact, the cost of biofuel was cut in half in two years, according 
to Secretary Mabus. 

The conservative lawmakers’ push for measures to bar the 
Navy from spending funds on new alternative fuels that are 
not yet priced competitively with petroleum led Pentagon 
spokeswoman Lt. Col. Melinda Morgan to warn that if their 
amendments are enacted, they could “restrict DOD’s ability to 

increase our resilience against potential supply disruptions and 
future price volatility of petroleum products.” 

Other advanced biofuel critics claim that such an 
investment is not worthwhile because the volume of biofuel 
production might be too small. James Bartis, senior policy 
researcher at the RAND Corporation, guessed that the 
eventual alternative fuels production might peak at 80,000 
barrels per day. Even if he is correct, though, that would 
displace 25 percent of the 320,000 barrels of oil the Pentagon 
purchases every day. 

What’s more, these provisions attacking alternative fuels 
that are currently more expensive than conventional fuels may 
impair the military’s purchase of nuclear-powered vessels, and 
consequently diminish its operational flexibility. The 
Government Accountability Officecompared the cost-
effectiveness of conventionally and nuclear-powered Navy 
aircraft carriers and found that life-cycle costs for nuclear-
powered carriers are 34 percent higher than their conventional 
counterparts. The Government Accountability Office 
estimates include the cost of the nuclear fuel, as well as 
operation, support, and disposal costs. Nuclear carriers also 
require more personnel at higher wages with more labor hours. 

But the use of nuclear-powered carriers offers operational 
flexibility as, according to the Government Accountability 
Office report, these carriers are able to “steam almost 
indefinitely without needing to replenish its propulsion fuel … 
[and have] larger fuel and ordnance storage capacity, thereby 
reducing dependence on logistics support ships.” The report 
also adds that, “Nuclear carriers can also accelerate faster than 
conventional carriers, enabling them to respond faster if 
conditions affecting the recovery of landing aircraft suddenly 
change.” 

The proposal to limit the military’s use of fuels to those 
with a comparable cost to petroleum may also affect the 
readiness of the U.S. Navy. When endorsing the military’s use 
of advanced biofuels, American Veterans—one of America’s 
foremost veteran service organizations—wrote: 

Recent criticisms of the U.S. military’s long-term 
investment in advanced biofuels, which are sourced 
from non-edible plants like grass and algae, fail to take 
into consideration the sacrifices of the men and women 
serving in uniform across the globe. 

Protecting oil supply lines is hazardous duty. The 
current situation in the Strait of Hormuz, where the 
Navy is keeping the sea lanes open for Persian Gulf oil 
tankers, is a stark reminder that our nation’s reliance on 
foreign oil puts our Sailors in harm’s way. At the same 
time, we’ve already seen the U.S. military forced to 
shift its budget to pay for skyrocketing fuel costs. In 
2011, the Pentagon saw a 26 percent increase in fuel 
costs from the previous year. To pay this unplanned 
higher cost, the DoD had to shift $3.6 billion in its 
annual budget, which came at the cost of new, better 
equipment and training for our troops. 

Our military’s readiness ought not to be subject to 
steadily increasing oil prices and the whims of hostile 
nations. We must stay the course with the military’s 
long-term commitment to advanced biofuels. 
There are many opportunities to reduce Pentagon 

spending other than attacking investments in advanced 
biofuels. Lawrence Korb, CAP Senior Fellow and former 
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assistant secretary of defense under President Ronald Reagan, 
outlined responsible defense cuts that could save $600 billion 
over a decade without undermining national security. These 
include cutting spending on the largely unneeded V22 Osprey 
helicopter program ($9.2 billion) and two more Virginia-class 
nuclear attack submarines to be built over the next five years 
($5.6 billion). 

ThinkProgress reported in May that the House Armed 
Services Committee’s proposed budget also includes pet 
projects such as a $5 billion initiative for a House GOP 
provision to build an East Coast missile defense system that 
the military doesn’t even want. 

The recent attacks on the Navy’s efforts to innovate and 
reduce its dependence on oil are counter to the long and 
historically bipartisan support for Defense Department-related 
energy technology innovation. The Navy’s goal of using 
biofuels to supply roughly half of their non-nuclear fuel needs 
by 2020 is part of this tradition. The Pentagon remains the 
world’s single-largest energy consumer (excluding nations). 

Secretary Mabus argues that the Navy is ideally 
positioned to invest in the research, development, and 
deployment of advanced biofuels—something the private 
sector would not undertake absent significantly higher oil 
prices. The military’s demand for biofuels could help create 

the market for advanced biofuels, which will in turn bring 
prices down due to economies of scale. 

In a recent Reuters article, Secretary Mabus points out 
that the “Navy has been at the forefront of energy innovation 
for over a hundred years … transitioning from sail, to coal, to 
oil and then to nuclear from the 1850s to the 1950s.” 
Remaining undeterred despite this recent opposition to 
innovation from some lawmakers, Secretary Mabus remains 
committed to the goals of the advanced biofuels program, 
stating: 

Every single time there were naysayers. And every 
single time, every single time, those naysayers have 
been wrong, and they're going to be wrong again this 
time. 
Taking its name from President Theodore Roosevelt’s 

“Great White Fleet,” which demonstrated the might of 
American sea power at the beginning of the 20th century, the 
“Great Green Fleet” promises to demonstrate that same might 
in this century. 

Christina C. DiPasquale is an Associate Director for 
Press Relations at the Center for American Progress. Daniel 
J. Weiss is a Senior Fellow and Director of Climate Strategy 
at the Center. 
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53. Professional Licensing 
(NAVY TIMES 16 JUL 12) ... Editorial 

For career troops, being shuttled around the nation — and 
the world — every few years is part of the job. New 
assignments come with such challenges as packing, moving 
and getting settled. The Navy makes it relatively easy for 
sailors; each new assignment comes with a new workplace, 
colleagues and other amenities. 

But it’s tougher for the rest of the family. The kids leave 
friends behind and have to settle into a new school, adjust to a 
new neighborhood and join new teams. 

It’s even more difficult for spouses with careers. Not only 
do they have to find a new job, but in many professional 
fields, they have to get licensed in a new state before they can 
do the work they did in the state they left. 

Now, thanks to the prodding of first lady Michelle 
Obama, almost half of the states have officially recognized the 
problem and taken steps to smooth the transitions for 100,000 

military spouses who are teachers, day care workers, nurses, 
speech pathologists, physical therapists and more. 

Twenty-three states have made accommodations for 
military spouses with professional licenses. Some have made 
licenses transferrable; others provide temporary licenses to 
allow spouses to work while seeking permanent licenses. 
Seven more states have introduced legislation to address the 
problem. 

Much is being done to support the troops, and that’s only 
right. 

But it’s every bit as important to support their spouses and 
their professional careers — particularly in today’s world, 
where two incomes are widely needed in order to raise a 
family and keep a roof over one’s head. 

It’s time for the other 27 states — and the District of 
Columbia — to get onboard and expedite professional 
licensing for military spouses 
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This Week in the War of 1812: 
"On June 16, 1812, British statesman Lord Castlereagh announced to Parliament a repeal of Orders in 
Councils that restricted neutral trade and enforced a naval blockade in the Atlantic. The series of decrees 
was a source of tension between the U.S. and Great Britain and was considered a factor that led to the War. 
The repeal was a belated and failed attempt at reconciliation with the U.S., and two days later, as the news 
was still crossing the ocean, the U.S. declared war on the British." For more information on the War of 
1812, visit hhttttpp::////wwwwww..oouurrffllaaggwwaassssttiilllltthheerree..oorrgg// 
 
TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Military's Plan For A "Green" Future Has Congress Seeing Red 
(CNN 08 JUN 12) ... Jennifer Rizzo 

The Defense Department has a grand vision for the U.S. military's energy future, including "green"-powered fleets, jets and 
trucks. But members of Congress are hung up on the dollar signs that come with going green. 

 
2. Higher Standards For Command 
CNO orders tougher screening process, tests 360-degree reviews 
(NAVY TIMES 18 JUN 12) ... Sam Fellman 

Seeking to cut the tally of fired commanders whose behavior has embarrassed the service and raised questions about how they 
were selected for the service’s most prestigious positions, the Navy’s top officer has tightened the standards for command and ordered 
a pilot study of an evaluation that allows sailors to rate their own bosses. 

 
3. VCNO, Navy League Honor Midway Vets 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 10 JUN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Sunday Williams, Navy Public Affairs Support 
Element East Detachment Southeast 

ST. AUGUSTINE, Fla. -- More than 800 guests honored World War II veterans at the 15th Annual Commemoration of the U.S. 
Victory at Midway Memorial Dinner held June 9 at the World Golf Village Renaissance Resort in St. Augustine, Fla. 

 
4. Tall Ships To Mark Start Of War Anniversary 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 10 JUN 12) ... Maria Zilberman 

BALTIMORE -- More than 40 tall ships and naval vessels from 12 countries will fill Baltimore's waters starting Wednesday. 
 

CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
5. Norfolk-Based Frigate Seizes Two Tons Of Cocaine 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 09 JUN 12) ... Kate Wiltrout 

A guided missile frigate from Norfolk recovered more than a hundred bales of cocaine as part of an operation cracking down on 
drug trafficking in coastal waters off Central America, the Navy said Friday. 

 
6. Doubts About The Drug War As Frigates Age And LCS Lags, Fleet Searches For Answers In 
Caribbean Ops 
(NAVY TIMES 18 JUN 12) ... Mark D. Faram 

ABOARD THE FRIGATE ELROD — The Elrod shook, rattled and rolled as it made all haste at 27 knots toward the coast of 
Panama. So constant was the ship’s throb that one crew member was overheard saying that “we’re going so fast the paint is peeling." 
The frigate was moving with a purpose, chasing a “go fast" boat heading north, likely out of Colombia, and suspected of carrying 
cocaine. 
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7. Navy 'Leap Frogs' Team Helps Traffic Accident Victim At Shore 
(BALTIMORE SUN 10 JUN 12) ... Mary Gail Hare 

Members of the U.S. Navy Parachute Demonstration Team, the Leap Frogs, took a break between jumping assignments Saturday 
evening to help an accident victim on U.S. 50 just outside of Ocean City, the team's California-based public relations team reported 
Sunday. 

 
8. USS Mount Whitney Participates In BALTOPS 2012 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 08 JUN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist Seaman Apprentice Erik Luebke, Navy Public Affairs 
Support Element-East Detachment Europe 

USS MOUNT WHITNEY, At Sea -- USS Mount Whitney (LCC 20) is currently participating in Baltic Operations (BALTOPS) 
2012, an invitational joint and combined exercise designed to enhance multinational maritime capabilities and interoperability, and 
improve involvement in the larger Baltic region theater security cooperation strategy. 

 
9. USS Hawaii Visits Yokosuka During Western Pacific Deployment 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 08 JUN 12) ... Lt. Lara Bollinger, Submarine Group 7 Public Affairs 

YOKOSUKA, Japan -- The Virginia-class fast attack submarine USS Hawaii (SSN 776) arrived at Fleet Activities Yokosuka, 
Japan, for a visit as part of its deployment to the Western Pacific, June 9. 

 
10. Guam Welcomes Submarines 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 08 JUN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class David R. Krigbaum, USS Emory S. Land Public 
Affairs 

APRA HARBOR, Guam -- Six submarines and one submarine tender dotted Guam's Apra Harbor for the first time since 2002. 
 

11. HSV 2 Makes APS Port Visit in Maputo 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 08 JUN 12) ... Lt. Cmdr. Suzanna Brugler, Commander, U.S. Naval Forces Europe- U.S. Naval Forces 
Africa/Commander, U.S. 6th Fleet Public Affairs 

MAPUTO, Mozambique -- High Speed Vessel Swift (HSV 2) arrived in Maputo, Mozambique June 8 for a seven-day port visit 
in support of Africa Partnership Station (APS) East 2012. 

 
12. Keeping Marines Ready To Fight 
(CNN 08 JUN 12) ... Wolf Blitzer 

For more than a decade U.S. Marines have been steadily rotating in and out of war zones. Ever wonder what happens to all their 
banged-up, bullet-riddled military hardware when it comes back from the front lines? 

 

GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
13. Firepower Bristles In South China Sea As Rivalries Harden 
(REUTERS 10 JUN 12) ... David Lague 

HONG KONG - In the early years of China's rise to economic and military prowess, the guiding principle for its government was 
Deng Xiaoping's maxim: "Hide Your Strength, Bide Your Time." 

 
14. Chinese Break Arms Embargo On N. Korea 
(LONDON TELEGRAPH (UK) 09 JUN 12) ... Julian Ryall 

Chinese companies are breaking a United Nations embargo by supplying North Korea with key components for ballistic missiles 
including launch vehicles, according to evidence provided by an intelligence agency in the region. 

 
15. North Korea Describes Provocation 
(NEW YORK TIMES 10 JUN 12) ... Choe Sang-Hun 

SEOUL, South Korea — North Korea said Saturday that although it had no current plans to conduct a nuclear test, South Korea 
was trying to provoke it into conducting one and taking other retaliatory actions, like an artillery attack. 

 
16. Turkey To Buy $5.5 Billion In Weapons 
NATO Concerned by Russian, Chinese Interest 
(DEFENSE NEWS 11 JUN 12) ... Umit Enginsoy and Burak Ege Bekdil 

ANKARA — Turkish authorities are preparing to announce in early July their choices on two critical weapon systems totaling 
more than $5.5 billion, said one senior procurement official. 
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17. Cutting Missile System Leaves Warships At Risk 
(LONDON TELEGRAPH (UK) 09 JUN 12) ... Thomas Harding 

The Royal Navy's warships will be vulnerable to enemy attack after a key project that allows ships to fire each other's weapons 
was dropped. 

 
18. Talks Could End UK Rule Over Diego Garcia 
Mauritius to reassure U.S. over bomber base's future; Hope for Chagos islanders as treaty nears expiry 
(THE GUARDIAN (UK) 09 JUN 12) ... Richard Norton-Taylor 

Britain and Mauritius last night set the stage for talks that could end one of the most shameful episodes in recent British history, 
the seizing of the Chagos Islands, including Diego Garcia, used by the U.S. as a long-range bomber base and by the CIA for secret 
rendition flights. 

 
19. 'No Progress' In Iran Nuclear Talks, U.N. Inspectors Report 
(NEW YORK TIMES 09 JUN 12) ... Alan Cowell 

LONDON — After a brief spurt of optimism, impetus toward resolving the nuclear dispute with Iran slowed further on Friday as 
senior inspectors from the United Nations nuclear watchdog said they had made “no progress” toward gaining access to restricted sites 
they suspect of being used to test potential triggers for nuclear warheads. 

 

PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
20. The Right Fit: New System Helps Veterans Translate Their Military Service Into The Civilian 
Workforce 
(BOSTON GLOBE 10 JUN 12) ... Katie Johnston 

Veterans often have a tough time translating their skills to civilian jobs when they leave the military. The title gunnery sergeant 
doesn't mean much to most civilian employers, and it can be difficult to explain how a cavalry scout can contribute to the sales team. 

 
21. Transition Benefits: Life After ERB 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 08 JUN 12) ... Patrick Foughty, commander, Navy Installations Command Public Affairs 

WASHINGTON -- When Chief Aviation Machinist's Mate(SW/AW) Anthony Hughes received news in November 2011, that he 
was on the Enlisted Retention Board (ERB) list he felt like his life was over. 

 
22. GI Bill To Benefit 99,000 Jobless Vets 
New program provides extra year of training for those aged 35 to 60 
(NAVY TIMES 18 JUN 12) ... Rick Maze 

A new veterans education benefit could help 99,000 unemployed veterans learn new skills in career fields forecast to have high 
job growth over the next decade, a senior Veterans Affairs Department official said. 

 
23. DoN Personnel Awarded for Logistics Excellence 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 08 JUN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Alexandra Snyder, Defense Media Activity - Navy 

WASHINGTON -- The Adm. Stanley R. Arthur Awards for Logistics Excellence were presented to Department of the Navy 
logistical employees during a ceremony at the U.S. Navy Memorial in Washington, D.C., June 7. 

 
24. Fleet and Family Support Teaches How to Become a Million Dollar Sailor 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 08 JUN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Kari R. Rodriguez, Navy Public Affairs Support 
Element West 

CORONADO, Calif. -- Fleet and Family Support Center (FFSC) of San Diego offers the Million Dollar Sailor program to help 
manage their finances and prepare for their financial future. 

 
25. Va. Beach Police Celebrate Men Who Rescued Pilot 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 09 JUN 12) ... Stacy Parker 

VIRGINIA BEACH -- Police officers expected to find injured and dead at the scene of the Navy jet crash at an apartment 
complex on April 6. 

 
26. Remains Of Pilot Missing Since ’Nam Come Home 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 09 JUN 12) 

ZIMMERMAN, Minn. — The remains of a U.S. Navy fighter pilot missing in action in the Vietnam War are being returned to his 
family in Minnesota for burial. 
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27. Navy Sailor From Gulfport Dies On USS Enterprise 
(TAMPA TRIBUNE 09 JUN 12) ... Howard Altman 

A Sailor from Gulfport was found dead in his berthing compartment aboard the aircraft carrier USS Enterprise in the Middle East 
on Friday morning, according to a ship spokeswoman. 

 
28. Navy Names Russell Sailor Who Fell Overboard 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 08 JUN 12) 

PEARL HARBOR, Hawaii — The Navy has identified the Sailor who died after going overboard from a Hawaii-based ship. 
 

29. Suicides Outpacing War Deaths For Troops 
(NEW YORK TIMES 09 JUN 12) ... Timothy Williams 

The suicide rate among the nation’s active-duty military personnel has spiked this year, eclipsing the number of troops dying in 
battle and on pace to set a record annual high since the start of the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan more than a decade ago, the Pentagon 
said Friday. 

 

FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
30. Navy Replenishing Tomahawk Stockpile Used In Libya 
(DEFENSE DAILY 11 JUN 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

The Navy recently issued a contract to Raytheon for more than 360 Tomahawk Land Attack Missiles (TLAM) to replenish the 
arsenal of the precision strike weapons used during operations in Libya more than a year ago and as part of its fiscal 2012 plans. 

 
31. Lockheed F-35 Scrap Rate At 16 Percent - Pentagon 
Pentagon working with Lockheed to improve quality; Company said rate to improve as program matures 
(REUTERS 08 JUN 12) ... Andrea Shalal-Esa 

WASHINGTON--The rate of scrap, rework and repair on production of Lockheed Martin Corp's F-35 fighter jet is currently 
around 16 percent, higher than on other military aircraft programs at similar stages of production, the Pentagon said on Friday. 

 
32. 'Green' Fleet Runs Into Fiscal Storm 
Congressional Republicans block Navy from investing in biofuels, citing cost 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 10 JUN 12) ... Jeanette Steele 

Republicans in Congress are blocking the Navy’s march toward a future in which jets and ships run on biofuels, saying the 
“green” most in question is whether the United States has the money, with a shrinking military budget, to invest in a pricey fuel 
experiment. 

 
33. DoD Energy Projects Prompt Interagency Turf Wars 
(FEDERAL TIMES 09 JUN 12) ... Andy Medici 

The Air Force is trying to turn dust into dollars at Edwards Air Force Base by leasing 3,228 acres of unused land to Fotowatio 
Renewable Ventures to build a 450-megawatt solar field. 

 
34. Pentagon Weapon Systems Can Survive Spending Cuts 
(WASHINGTON TIMES 10 JUN 12) ... Rowan Scarborough 

The Pentagon could hold on to its crown-jewel weapon systems even though looming automatic federal spending cuts would 
inflict a $54 billion gash in the 2013 defense budget, military budget analysts say. 

 
35. Littoral Combat Ship Builders Asking Navy for Help With Foreign Sales 
(NATIONAL DEFENSE 08 JUN 12) ... Dan Parsons 

The two companies building Littoral Combat Ships for the U.S. Navy are in the awkward position of having to compete against 
each other for business abroad. Foreign sales are important in this program as they would help lower the LCS price tag. 

 
36. Shipyards Adopt New Practices In Aftermath Of Sub Miami Fire 
(NEW LONDON DAY 08 JUN 12) ... Jennifer McDermott 

In the aftermath of the USS Miami fire, all of the public shipyards have been told to empty industrial style shop vacuum cleaners 
each shift or remove them from the ship. 
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37. Solving Problems On The Cheap 
As budgets shrink, U.S. Navy bets on clever concepts 
(DEFENSE NEWS 11 JUN 12) ... Christopher P. Cavas 

The Pentagon has long invested billions to develop new wonder weapons, and the search for the next big thing to spur a 
technological advance is a never-ending quest. But even in a modern world full of incredibly complex systems, a good idea and old-
fashioned brainpower can still do the trick. 

 
38. USMC Hopes New Method For Tracking Fatigue Life Will Help Extend Harrier To 2030 
(FLIGHT GLOBAL 09 JUN 12) ... Dave Majumdar 

WASHINGTON -- The U.S. Marine Corps is switching to a new way of tracking the fatigue life of its Boeing AV-8B Harrier II 
fleet as it struggles to keep the venerable jump jet in service until 2030, the U.S. Naval Air Systems Command (NAVAIR) says. But 
the USMC is also doing what it can to keep the Harrier's avionics up-to-date as possible, the service says. 

 
39. GAO: Costs Of Europe Force Changes Unknown 
(STARS AND STRIPES 09 JUN 12) ... Jennifer H. Svan 

KAISERSLAUTERN, Germany -- The Department of Defense has yet to fully calculate the cost of significant force posture 
changes in Europe, including the withdrawal of two combat brigades and a plan to permanently station four Aegis-class destroyers in 
Spain, a Government Accountability Office report concludes. 

 

BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
40. Navy Aims PR Campaign At War’s Bicentennial 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 08 JUN 12) ... Brock Vergakis 

NORFOLK, Va. — The Navy is targeting the War of 1812 bicentennial celebrations with a public relations campaign to help 
reconnect Americans with the importance of their naval service after recent surveys have shown other branches of the military are 
seen as more important to national defense. 

 
41. OpSail Gets Off To Dramatic Start As Tall Ship Eagle Leads Parade Of Sail 
(NEWPORT NEWS DAILY PRESS 09 JUN 12) ... Sam McDonald 

ON BOARD THE USCG EAGLE— It was a spectacle Tim Leighton will never forget. 
 

42. Baltimore’s Sailabration Salutes War Of 1812 Bicentennial 
(WASHINGTON POST 08 JUN 12) ... Christina Barron 

Nearly 200 years ago, fear spread through Baltimore when 40 British ships came up the Chesapeake Bay, aiming to sail into the 
city’s harbor. 

 
43. Detroit Museum To Host Navy's War Of 1812 Display 
Dossin Great Lakes Museum in Detroit to display U.S. Navy's War of 1812 travelling mini-exhibit 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 10 JUN 12) 

DETROIT - The National Museum of the United States Navy's travelling mini-exhibit on the War of 1812 is coming to Detroit 
next weekend. 

 
44. A New Berth, And Rebirth, For The Battleship Iowa 
With Sailors, elected officials and regular civilians waving from shore, the fabled vessel docks at its new 
permanent home in San Pedro, where it will become a museum. 
(LOS ANGELES TIMES 10 JUN 12) ... Martha Groves 

As a fireboat shot plumes of water and crowds waved jubilantly from the shore, the battleship Iowa docked at its new permanent 
home at Berth 87 on the San Pedro waterfront Saturday, where the historic war horse will become a floating museum. 

 
45. Thousands Cope With Traffic, Heat To See First Day Of Minnesota Air Spectacular 
(MANKATO (MN) FREE PRESS 09 JUN 12) ... Brian Ojanpa 

MANKATO — Pat Page and Kathy Ritchie, umbrellas shielding them from a searing sun, staked out a spot at near the Mankato 
Regional Airport hangars Saturday morning. 

 
46. Washington Redskins Visit Norfolk 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 08 JUN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class SW Tamekia L. Perdue, Navy Public Affairs 
Support Element, Norfolk 

NORFOLK -- Washington Redskins football players and their cheerleaders, the "Ambassadors," visited Sailors aboard Naval 
Station (NS) Norfolk during their 'Thank You Tour,' June 8. 
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47. NSSF Sailors Volunteer at Therapeutic Horse Riding Center 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 08 JUN 12) ... Commander, Submarine Group 2 Public Affairs 

OLD LYME, Conn. -- Sailors assigned to Naval Submarine Support Facility at Naval Submarine Base New London volunteered 
at High Hopes Therapeutic Riding, Inc., June 8, in preparation for their annual signature event featuring Orchestra New England in 
Old Lyme. 

 
48. Naval Air Station Fort Worth Worried About Wind Turbines 
(FT. WORTH STAR-TELEGRAM 09 JUN 12) ... Chris Vaughn 

FORT WORTH -- Capt. Robert Bennett is worried about a problem he doesn't have. 
 

49. Study Outlines Navy's Impact On Coast Environment 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 09 JUN 12) ... Corinne Reilly 

VIRGINIA BEACH -- The Navy will host an open house Monday at the Virginia Beach Convention Center to discuss a new, 
more comprehensive study that examines how the service's Atlantic Coast operations are likely to affect the environment in the 
coming years. 

 
50. Proposed Navy Training Topic Of Open House Meeting 
(JACKSONVILLE (NC) DAILY NEWS 11 JUN 12) ... Jannette Pippin 

SWANSBORO — An open house meeting will be held this week in Swansboro to give the public an opportunity to comment on 
the Navy’s proposed action for at-sea training and testing activities in the Atlantic and Gulf of Mexico. 

 

NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
51. Ex-Defense Chief Rumsfeld To Face Off With Military Brass Over Law Of The Sea 
(THE HILL 08 JUN 12) ... Julian Pecquet 

Donald Rumsfeld is returning to Capitol Hill next week to testify against the United States joining the United Nations's Law of 
the Sea treaty, pitting him squarely against the military brass that he used to command as former President George W. Bush's secretary 
of Defense. 

 
52. Senators Quietly Laying Groundwork For Looming Defense Sequestration Fight 
(THE HILL 10 JUN 12) ... Carlo Munoz 

While it is all but guaranteed that Congress won't weigh in on how to handle the nearly $500 billion in looming defense cuts until 
after the presidential election, that has not stopped a handful of senators from laying the groundwork for that coming fight. 

 
53. Pentagon To Soon Deploy Pint-Sized But Lethal Drones 
U.S. officials hope they will help reduce civilian casualties and collateral damage. 
(LOS ANGELES TIMES 11 JUN 12) ... W.J. Hennigan 

Seeking to reduce civilian casualties and collateral damage, the Pentagon will soon deploy a new generation of drones the size of 
model planes, packing tiny explosive warheads that can be delivered with pinpoint accuracy. 

 
54. DoD Freezes Conferences, Associated Travel 
(NAVY TIMES 08 JUN 12) ... Andrew Tilghman 

The Defense Department has ordered a freeze on all large-scale conferences and conference-related travel, pending a sweeping 
review that aims to cut travel costs across the department. 

 
55. A National Security Blog From Wired Widens Its Reach 
(NEW YORK TIMES 11 JUN 12) ... Christine Haughney 

Wired, a magazine that celebrates nerdiness with cover pieces like "How to be a Geek Dad," has found a different audience of 
readers who are not coming from the programming circles of Silicon Valley. They are technology enthusiasts spread across military 
bases and mazelike corridors at the Pentagon. 

 
56. George H.W. Bush Visits Namesake Carrier Off Maine 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 10 MAY 12) 

KENNEBUNKPORT, Maine — Former President George H.W. Bush was performing ceremonial duties and posing for photos 
while visiting an aircraft carrier named for him off the Maine coast. 
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57. Week In Review Jun. 02, 2012 – Jun. 08, 2012 
(YOUTUBE 25 MAY 12) ... U.S. Navy 

Welcome to this week's U.S. Navy multimedia production featuring selected images from around the fleet received during the 
week of Jun. 02, 2012 – Jun. 08, 2012. 

 

OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
58. What So Proudly We Know So Little About 
A conflict that defined a young nation never seems to get its due 
(WASHINGTON POST 09 JUN 12) ... Steve Vogel 

You will be forgiven for not noticing that the bicentennial of the War of 1812 is nearing full swing. 
 

59. Coast Guard – A Maritime Investment 
(NEWPORT NEWS DAILY PRESS 10 JUN 12) ... Vice Adm. Robert C. Parker 

Two hundred years ago, the United States, independent for less than 30 years, went to war with Great Britain to preserve its 
economy, its way of life and its independence. This year marks the bicentennial of the War of 1812--a defining event for our nation, 
and for the U.S. Coast Guard. 

 
60. CO Standards A Good Step 
(NAVY TIMES 18 JUN 12) ... Editorial 

The navy has finally recognized the dire need to tighten up its process for selecting commanders. 
 

61. U.S. Pivot To Asia: Strategic Struggle 
Kaneohe Marines are part of a major U.S. refocus on the Asia-Pacific, which is seen as a hedge against 
China. Some say it's setting up a power struggle that could grow into a cold war. 
(HONOLULU STAR-ADVERTISER 10 JU 12) ... Lee Catterall 

When 200 Hawaii-based Marines arrived in April at the frontier port and military outpost of Darwin in northern Australia, the 
argument grew about the Obama administration's vow to increase the U.S. military presence in Asia. 

 
62. An Arms Race America Can't Win 
(FOREIGN POLICY 08 JUN 12) ... Robert Haddick 

In a speech delivered on June 2 to the Shangri-La Security Dialogue conference in Singapore, U.S. Defense Secretary Leon 
Panetta attempted to convince his audience that America's "rebalancing" strategy to the Asia-Pacific region -- previous called a "pivot" 
-- is serious and will be backed by expanded military power. 

 
63. In Praise Of Cyberwar 
It's better than the alternative. How malware could actually help keep the peace. 
(NATIONAL JOURNAL 09 JUN 12) ... Michael Hirsh 

For most of the Cold War, the threat of mutually assured destruction kept the peace between the West and the Soviet bloc, despite 
the occasional proxy war (e.g., Vietnam) on the sidelines. It wasn’t a pretty or pleasant peace -- it depended on the threat of nuclear 
extinction -- but it worked, especially after the 1962 Cuban missile crisis. The Cold War stayed cold. 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Military's Plan For A "Green" Future Has Congress Seeing Red 
(CNN 08 JUN 12) ... Jennifer Rizzo 

The Defense Department has a grand vision for the U.S. 
military's energy future, including "green"-powered fleets, jets 
and trucks. But members of Congress are hung up on the 
dollar signs that come with going green. 

Language in the House and Senate versions of the defense 
budget largely bans the use of alternative energy like biofuels, 
prohibiting the military from purchasing any alternative fuel 
that costs more than traditional fossil fuels like oil. The catch: 
Biofuels are always more expensive than oil, about four times 
more. 

"To have the military, whose sole job is to defend this 
country, spending extra money simply on flying their airplanes 
with fuel that's available at a cheaper price, again on these 
restraints and the resource restraints that we find ourselves in, 
makes no sense to me," said Rep. Mike Conaway, R-Texas, 
who introduced the amendment. 

The Defense Department says it needs to invest in 
diversifying the sources of energy that fuel almost every piece 
of military equipment. The biofuels are considered a "drop-in 
fuel," meaning no changes to equipment engines are 
necessary. 

"As a major consumer, probably the world's single largest 
consumer, of liquid fuels, we have an interest in making sure 
we have fuels for the future as well," said Sharon E. Burke, 
assistant secretary of defense for operational energy plans and 
programs. "So we're opposed to any efforts that restrict our 
options in this area." 

It's been an Obama administration priority to decrease the 
U.S. dependence on foreign oil. The Defense Department sees 
energy independence as a national security objective. Since 
August 2009, the Defense Department has spent $42 million 
to purchase 1.1 million gallons of biofuels for testing 
purposes. 

"Many of those sources of which we are absolutely 
dependent are in volatile or potentially volatile places on 
Earth, and some of those oil suppliers probably don't have our 
best interests at heart," Navy Secretary Ray Mabus said at a 
Senate hearing. "We would never depend on those oil 
suppliers to build our ships, our aircraft, our ground 
equipment, but we give them a say in whether the ships sail, 
the aircraft fly or the ground vehicles operate, because we 
depend on them for fuel." 

Last year, the Navy spent $12 million for 450,000 gallons 
of biofuel, the largest purchase of biofuel ever in the U.S. The 
service, which has been a leading force behind the military's 
green initiatives, plans on using that fuel to power a carrier 
strike group during a two-day demonstration this summer. A 
green fleet will be ready for deployment in 2016. What the 
congressional restriction would do to those plans is unclear. 

Pentagon spokeswoman Lt. Col. Melinda Morgan said the 
Navy will move forward as planned but warned that if the 
provisions are enacted, "they could affect some of the Navy's 
biofuels goals and restrict DoD's ability to increase our 
resilience against potential supply disruptions and future price 
volatility of petroleum products." 

"The Great Green Fleet doesn't have an environmental 
agenda," Mabus said. "It's about maintaining America's 

military and economic leadership across the globe in the 21st 
century." 

Every time the price of a barrel of oil goes up by one 
dollar, it costs the military $130 million, according to the 
Pentagon. 

"When anyone says we can't afford to invest in 
developing alternative sources of energy, my reply is, we can't 
afford not to," he said. "We can't afford to wait until price 
shocks or supply shocks leave us no alternative." 

Mabus is not blind to the large price tag of $26 a gallon 
that comes with the green fuel but says simple economics can 
solve the issue. 

"Alternative fuels can't become competitive with oil 
unless there's demand for them," he said. "But demand at 
commercial scale will never be possible unless there's a supply 
to meet that demand." 

The Defense Department's purchase of small amounts of 
biofuel for research and development has dramatically reduced 
the price of biofuels, cutting the cost in half in two years, 
according to Mabus. And the Navy is investing $170 million 
in the production of advanced "drop-in" aviation and marine 
biofuels to kick-start the U.S. alternative energy sector. 

"It's really about investment today for pay off tomorrow," 
said clean energy advocate Phyllis Cuttino of Pew Charitable 
Trusts. "How much did the first pair of night vision goggles 
cost us? A lot more probably than they cost now." 

But Conaway says it's not the military's job to get an 
industry off the ground. 

"Is it the federal government's responsibility to start that 
industry? And I would argue that no, it is the private sector's 
out there, that's great at doing these kinds of things," Conaway 
said. "It's got to be, Southwest Airlines and American Airlines 
gotta be buying that fuel. And when that happens? Great. The 
Department of the Navy can buy it as well." 

With the amendment passing in both the House and 
Senate Armed Services Committees, Conaway expects the 
restriction to be a part of the final defense budget. 

Questions About Biofuels 
(CNN 08 JUN 12) Wolf Blitzer 
Some members of Congress are having sticker shock and 

may try to force the Defense Department to save money by 
scrapping more expensive bio- fuels. Is it the right move for 
now or is it short-sighted? Here is our Pentagon correspondent 
Chris Lawrence. 

Chris Lawrence: The military can fuel a fighter jet for 
under $4 a gallon. 

So congressional critics were shocked when the Navy 
paid $26 a gallon for biofuel. 

Representative Mike Conaway (R-Tx): It is huge back 
home. It’s huge to the taxpayers who had to fund that. 

Lawrence: Representative Mike Conaway inserted a 
provision into the new defense bill. It says the Pentagon must 
buy the cheapest available fuel, especially while planning to 
cut 100,000 troops from the payroll. 

Conaway: We ought to be saving every single dollar we 
can everywhere else in the budget to protect the people. 
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Lawrence: But every day, the Pentagon burns through 
300,000 barrels of oil. If the price goes up just $1, it costs the 
military well over $100 million. 

Sharon Burke [Assistant Defense Secretary]: We’ve 
got to get out from under the oil markets. 

Lawrence: The military has been testing ships, planes 
and vehicles to accept alternative fuel. The Pentagon wants 
future flexibility especially as it shifts focus to Asia Pacific. 

Burke: It is really important because when you are 
talking about projecting and sustaining troops, forces that far 
from your own country. So we’re opposed to any efforts that 
restrict our options in this area. 

Lawrence: The secretary of the Navy has argued that bio- 
fuels are a young industry. Of course they can’t compete price 
wise with fossil fuels that have been around for centuries. 

Conaway: Well is it the federal government’s 
responsibility to start that industry? If he can find it at $4 a 
gal, terrific, buy it, but he can’t. And it is not the Department 
of Defense’s role to build that fuel market. 

Lawrence: Biofuel advocates say that ignores the billions 
meant to ensure the free flow of oil. 

Phyllis Cuttino [Pew Charitable Trusts]: We keep 
those shipping lanes open for countries that are oftentimes 
hostile to our interests like Iran. 

Lawrence: But Congress is poised to drop an economic 
anchor on the Navy’s great green fleet. Is this the time to pour 
this money into biofuels? 

Cuttino: Absolutely. You know, it is really about 
investment today for payoff tomorrow. How much did the first 
pair of night you know vision goggles cost us, a lot more 
probably than they cost now. 

Lawrence: It is a good point and Pentagon officials say 
this over-reliance on foreign oil is a matter of national 
security. But it looks like these restrictions are going to go into 
effect because enough members of Congress say the 
alternative just isn’t affordable. Wolf? 
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2. Higher Standards For Command 
CNO orders tougher screening process, tests 360-degree reviews 
(NAVY TIMES 18 JUN 12) ... Sam Fellman 

Seeking to cut the tally of fired commanders whose 
behavior has embarrassed the service and raised questions 
about how they were selected for the service’s most 
prestigious positions, the Navy’s top officer has tightened the 
standards for command and ordered a pilot study of an 
evaluation that allows sailors to rate their own bosses. 

The end goal is officers better suited for command. 
Chief of Naval Operations Adm. Jon Greenert spelled out 

his plan in a June 4 instruction that overhauls the command 
screening process and applies it fleet wide. By June 4, 2013, 
every new CO will have to go through all the rigors of this 
new process, according to the instruction. Officers screened 
for or en route to command prior to that date are waived from 
the requirement. 

The Navy wants to put its “best and most qualified 
people" in command, Vice Adm. Scott Van Buskirk, chief of 
naval personnel, told Navy Times in an interview. “This cuts 
across all our communities and puts some great standards in 
play for the whole Navy to utilize." Officers seeking command 
must pass a written test, receive an informal evaluation from 
peers and subordinates, and sit through an oral board. 
Executive officers ascending directly to command must also 
be certified able and ready by their predecessor. 

“Using the guidelines provided in this directive, each 
program will set minimum qualification standards for 
command and establish a process to formally screen, via 
administrative board action, officers to command," the 
instruction states. “Command qualification and screening are 
mandatory." Before this new instruction, command 
qualification programs were left to individual officer 
communities, according to Navy officials. 

“With this command qualification program instruction it 
really codifies a lot of what we’ve been working over the 
years to formalize how we do this," Van Buskirk said. 

The initiative signals Greenert is open to experimenting 
with new techniques, such as peer reviews, and old tactics, 
such as the written test, to see if such measures lower the 

stubbornly high level of commanding officer reliefs, most of 
which arise from misbehavior. But Navy officials insist the 
plan is the product of years of discussion and not a reaction to 
the recent spate of firings. 

Over most of the past decade, about a dozen COs were 
fired per year. But reliefs have seen an upward swing; last 
year, the Navy fired 22 COs, the second-highest number in a 
decade behind 26 firings in 2003. As of June 8, the Navy is on 
pace to match last year’s total, with 10 CO firings. 

The latest directive builds on the “Charge of Command" 
memo issued last year by then-CNO Adm. Gary Roughead. 
The memo implored all prospective commanding officers to 
live up to the highest expectations of conduct. Greenert, then 
vice CNO, ordered the instruction be read and signed by all 
COs and admirals. 

“I believe in the charge of command," Greenert said in an 
October interview, when he first mentioned his push for a 
“consistent screening process" and for the written CO 
certification included in the new instruction. 

Higher Bar 
The new rules also set a consistent and higher standard for 

COs. They require every officer, who has met all the 
command qualification prerequisites; to sit before an oral 
board led by more senior officers. These senior officers will 
have already been screened or are in command. 

“Coming from the submarine community, we’ve used oral 
boards as part of our qualification for command for years," 
Van Buskirk, a former sub commander, said. “Specifically, 
it’s a board of former commanding officers and a squadron 
commander who would interview the prospective 
commanding officer and give the final check that the person 
was ready for command." Officers who meet the cut will go to 
a command screening board. These previously have not been 
required for every CO billet. Specialty career path officers — 
unrestricted line officers who command alternative units, 
rather than ships, squadrons or subs, for example — haven’t 
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had a consistent selection process. Now, these SCP officers 
must go through the same screening process as other COs. 

Those tapped for command must now also attend the 
Command Leadership School in Newport, R.I., and pass a 
written exam that covers “command leadership tenets, 
commanding officer and officer in charge authorities, duties 
and responsibilities under U.S. Navy regulations and the 
Uniform Code of Military Justice," according to the 
instruction. CLS is developing the test and the questions. 

The format the test will take is still under evaluation, Van 
Buskirk said. It could range from a “thought providing essay" 
or questions that reiterate the teachings. It’s likely to be a 
combination of the two, he said. 

Rate Your Boss 
In this latest instruction, Greenert also told fleet and 

personnel officials to further experiment with peer and 
subordinate reviews, known as 360-degree reviews. These are 
designed to measure an individual’s performance and potential 
from different perspectives — bosses, peers and subordinates. 
These “multi-rater assessments" are used by many 
corporations. 

Over the past decade, the Navy has used these surveys to 
inform senior officers about their command style and how 
they are viewed. Last year, after a number of high-profile 
firings, these reviews got a big endorsement from Adm. John 
Harvey, head of Fleet Forces Command, who said the fleet 
needs “to find a way to bring a 360-degree-type of review into 
our administrative screening boards." These reviews are not 
part of the present screening process; Greenert’s overhaul 
doesn’t change that fact. 

The latest instruction directs the surface Navy “to 
administer a leadership 360-degree assessment for officers 
during one of their department head tours," starting over the 
next year. That suggests the surveys will most likely be 
conducted aboard a ship. Navy officials believe the 
department head level could be the best place to implement 
such reviews, Van Buskirk said. It’s early in your career, he 
said, “and you can understate what you need to work on — 
what you exhibit as your strengths and weaknesses." 
Explaining further, Van Buskirk said, “You have fellow 
department heads who can evaluate you, an XO/CO above 
you, using the ship model, and then you have division officers 
and chief petty officers who work for you." As it stands, these 
reviews would be given to the individuals and would not be 
included in fitness reports. How they might be retained in 
records in the future is up for future debate, Van Buskirk said. 

After two years, according to Navy officials, the 360-
degree review process will be evaluated and could expand to 
other officer communities. 

The Navy already uses such reviews in a variety of ways. 
Officers chosen for command go through an informal 

360-degree review at CLS. In these surveys, which CLS has 

administered since 2007, students get to choose their peer and 
subordinate raters. 

Ensigns going through the Surface Warfare Officer 
School in Newport also receive a 360-degree review. The 
comments and ratings they receive are anonymous and 
compiled by a counselor into a report, which is presented to 
the subject in a one-on-one session. The reviews aren’t entered 
into an officer’s record, and they aren’t filed away by the 
school. If the results of a review were troubling, said Capt. 
Bill Nault, the previous head of CLS, he would go over them 
personally with the student. 

The Navy has tried these reviews at operational units 
before. In 2005, the Navy performed these studies on 15 ships 
and three shore commands, where officers, chiefs and petty 
officers participated. 

But practical issues and institutional resistance doomed 
the test, former officials involved in the pilot have said. They 
said it largely came down to a cultural clash: Officers objected 
to being rated by their sailors. 

Fleet Up 
The instruction adds a new caveat to the fleet-up 

command path, where an aviator or surface warfare officer 
already screened for command directly ascends from XO to 
CO at a squadron or ship. Per the new requirements, the XO 
must be certified in writing as ready and qualified by his CO. 

The CO’s review “will discuss the executive officer’s 
demonstrated leadership performance, personal behavior both 
on and off duty and other professional characteristics as 
delineated by the type commander or community leader," the 
instruction said. This must be finalized before the officer takes 
command. 

“This ensures that an executive officer who has taken 
command … has all the professional characteristics required 
for the job," Van Buskirk said. 

These efforts could be a last-minute tripwire that could 
prevent firings. 

Back-to-back firings made news in May when Cmdr. 
Derick Armstrong was fired as CO of the destroyer The 
Sullivans. Armstrong, the former XO, took command last 
year, two months after his CO, Cmdr. Mark Olson, was fired 
because of an August gunnery mishap in which the ship 
mistook an anchored fishing boat for a towed gunnery target. 

Armstrong was relieved May 8, while the ship was 
deployed to 6th Fleet, for an “unprofessional command 
climate," a 6th Fleet spokesman said, becoming the third The 
Sullivans CO canned in two years. 

Under the new rules, the CO and the higher chain of 
command must endorse the XO. If those officers still fail, it 
isn’t clear whether there will be repercussions for those who 
“certified" them for command. 
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3. VCNO, Navy League Honor Midway Vets 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 10 JUN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Sunday Williams, Navy Public Affairs Support 
Element East Detachment Southeast 

ST. AUGUSTINE, Fla. -- More than 800 guests honored 
World War II veterans at the 15th Annual Commemoration of 
the U.S. Victory at Midway Memorial Dinner held June 9 at 

the World Golf Village Renaissance Resort in St. Augustine, 
Fla. 
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The event, sponsored by the U.S. Navy League, was 
intended to pay homage to 16 veterans who fought so valiantly 
at the Battle of Midway. 

The night began with introductions between the Midway 
veterans, Navy League officials and other distinguished 
guests. Among them, Admiral Mark Ferguson, Vice Chief of 
Naval Operations and Rear Adm. Jack Scorby, commander, 
Navy Region Southeast. 

Ferguson served as the special guest speaker and 
discussed how the men of the Battle of Midway have inspired 
service members of today. 

"We gather again to honor these veterans and to remind 
ourselves of our own capacity for greatness. We honor those 
who took the risk to launch the attack, those who fought on 
despite the odds from their ships and the island of Midway, 
those who flew on when their fuel gages were low, those who 
attacked without regard for their own personal safety and 
knowing they would likely not survive, and those who risked 
their lives to save the ones of their shipmates," said Ferguson. 

Chief Boatswains Mate (Retired) Bill Ingram was one of 
the men Ferguson spoke of. He served aboard USS Houston 
(CA-30) when the ship was torpedoed and sank on March 2, 
1942. Ingram was pulled from the shark-infested water after a 
few days by a Japanese patrol boat, interrogated, beaten and 
then thrown back in the water because he was of no 
intelligence value. Ingram was recaptured and taken to Java 
with numerous other POWs. 

They were put to work for three and a half years on a 
railroad project building a bridge over the River Kwai in 
Thailand. 

"That was a terrible time those years, I was thankful to 
come home and it did not keep me from wanting to serve," 
said Ingram. "Retiring from the Navy was one of my happiest 
and greatest accomplishments." 

Ingram and the rest of the 16 Midway survivors were 
honored as they received commemorative plaques presented 
by Admiral Ferguson along with his personal coin. 

Ferguson said he believes the historian Walter Lord said it 
best when he wrote, "They had no right to win. Yet they did, 
and in doing so they changed the course of the war... Even 
against the greatest odds, there is something in the human 
spirit - a magic blend of skill, faith, and valor that can lift men 
from certain defeat to incredible victory." 

"In our Navy today, a new generation has accepted the 
gift of American leadership at sea. Our Navy has never been 
more in demand and never more needed around the globe. On 
any given day, nearly half of our ships are underway and on 
station," said Ferguson. 

The Battle of Midway is widely regarded as the most 
important naval battle of the Pacific in World War II. 
Approximately one month after the Battle of Coral Sea and six 
months after the attack on Pearl Harbor, the U.S. Navy 
decisively defeated the Imperial Japanese Navy and turned the 
war in U.S. favor. 
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4. Tall Ships To Mark Start Of War Anniversary 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 10 JUN 12) ... Maria Zilberman 

BALTIMORE -- More than 40 tall ships and naval 
vessels from 12 countries will fill Baltimore's waters starting 
Wednesday. 

The "Star-Spangled Sailabration" marks the start of 
Maryland's three-year commemoration of the bicentennial of 
the War of 1812. Baltimore's display of ships will be the 
largest of the six stops along the Eastern Seaboard. 

"In a very real way, the start of the United States Navy 
was this crucible of the War of 1812," said Gov. Martin 
O'Malley at a news conference this week in the Inner Harbor. 
"That's what made us realize that as vast as our continent was, 
and is, we still needed to make sure we secured the freedom of 
the shipping lanes, our connection to the rest of the world." 

There will be 18 tall ships, 10 U.S. naval vessels, 10 
foreign naval vessels and four additional U.S. ships 
participating in the extravaganza. The foreign ships come from 
Brazil, Canada, Colombia, Denmark, Ecuador, Germany, 
Indonesia, Japan, Mexico, Norway and the United Kingdom. 

The ships will be docked in the Inner Harbor, Fell's Point 
and North Locust Point and Tide Point, and will be open for 
free public tours from June 14 to June 18. 

"Next week will be an opportunity for many of you to 
meet the young men and women who wear the cloth of our 
nation, who are on watch 24 hours a day, seven days a week, 
365 days a year, keeping our sea lanes open and protecting our 
way of life," said Rear Admiral Gregory Nosal. 

Baltimore will be the fourth stop for the flotilla, which 
was in New Orleans and New York, and will come to 
Baltimore from Norfolk, Va. The ships will depart from 

Baltimore on June 19 and head to Boston, followed by New 
London, Conn. 

Visitors will only be able to access the ships in Locust 
Point via free shuttle buses from M&T Bank Stadium. Those 
ships will have visiting hours from 1 to 5 p.m. Ships in Fell's 
Point and the Inner Harbor will be open from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. 

"I look forward to the Star-Spangled Sailabration 
welcoming scores of people to the Inner Harbor and beyond," 
Mayor Stephanie Rawlings-Blake said at the event. 

That "beyond" includes Martin State Airport in Baltimore 
County, where on June 16 and 17 visitors will be able to see 
aircrafts on display, as well as meet the Blue Angels, the 
Navy's flight demonstration squadron. The Blue Angels will 
be the feature act of an air show on each of those days. 

Inner Harbor festivities will also include a Rash Field 
"Adventure Zone," equipped with a rock wall and volleyball 
court. The "Galleywork Demo Kitchen," to be located beside 
the Light Street Pavilion, will include demonstrations from 
area restaurants such as the Waterfront Kitchen and Fleet 
Street Kitchen and daily demonstrations by a Navy culinary 
specialist. 

The west shore concert stage, between the Light Street 
Pavilion and Maryland Science Center, will feature several 
musical acts every day, while the Inner Harbor's amphitheater 
will be home to various naval and international bands. 

The week-long event is presented by Star-Spangled 200 
Inc., the nonprofit arm of the state's War of 1812 Bicentennial 
Commission, in partnership with the U.S. Navy and Operation 
Sail Inc. 
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Twenty-five corporate sponsors have pledged about $5 
million toward the commemoration, with AT&T serving as the 
presenting sponsor and Constellation Energy and Papa John's 
committing as founding partners. 

The sale of commemorative gold and silver coins, which 
go for $35 and $10, respectively, can bring in about $8.5 

million. About a quarter of the inventory has been sold, adding 
$2 million to the fundraising efforts. The coins will available 
through the end of 2012. 

The state has pledged up to $6 million toward the 
bicentennial events, which are expected to cost $25 million 
over the three years. 
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CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
5. Norfolk-Based Frigate Seizes Two Tons Of Cocaine 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 09 JUN 12) ... Kate Wiltrout 

A guided missile frigate from Norfolk recovered more 
than a hundred bales of cocaine as part of an operation 
cracking down on drug trafficking in coastal waters off 
Central America, the Navy said Friday. 

The frigate Nicholas, operating with a U.S. Coast Guard 
law enforcement detachment aboard, retrieved 4,910 pounds 
of cocaine Monday after a "go-fast" vessel targeted by the 
Colombian navy jettisoned the contraband, according to a U.S. 
Navy news release. The Nicholas was working in conjunction 
with the Coast Guard cutter Sherman and the Colombian navy 
in the Pacific waters off Colombia's west coast. 

The Nicholas is taking part in Operation Martillo (Spanish 
for "hammer"), a multinational effort targeting illicit 
trafficking routes along the Central American isthmus. 

The Navy said the cocaine recovered this week is worth 
more than $60 million, with an estimated street value more 
than six times that much. 

The Nicholas and its Coast Guard detachment have seized 
more than five tons of cocaine since the beginning of its 
deployment in January, with an estimated street value of more 
than $759 million 
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6. Doubts About The Drug War As Frigates Age And LCS Lags, Fleet Searches For Answers In 
Caribbean Ops 

(NAVY TIMES 18 JUN 12) ... Mark D. Faram 
ABOARD THE FRIGATE ELROD — The Elrod shook, 

rattled and rolled as it made all haste at 27 knots toward the 
coast of Panama. So constant was the ship’s throb that one 
crew member was overheard saying that “we’re going so fast 
the paint is peeling." The frigate was moving with a purpose, 
chasing a “go fast" boat heading north, likely out of Colombia, 
and suspected of carrying cocaine. 

That boat, with dual outboard engines, had been located 
by one of the two SH-60B helicopters operated from Elrod by 
the “Jaguars" of Helicopter Anti-Submarine Squadron (Light) 
60. 

On the ship’s boat deck, the crew of the Elrod’s rigid-
hulled inflatable boat was preparing to launch, peeling off 
protective covers and checking everything for the drop to the 
water. The deck crew donned blue-and-white hard hats and 
orange life jackets so they could quickly accomplish that job. 

They were fast, but the drug runners were faster. They 
dumped their cargo overboard and beached the ship on a 
populated island. The Navy pilots could only watch as locals 
converged on the vessel and picked it clean while the boat’s 
drivers ran off. At that point, the pursuit became the domain of 
the Panamanians, who arrived on the scene within the hour 
and quickly apprehended them. 

“It’s not the endgame we would have wanted," Cmdr. 
Jack Killman, Elrod’s commanding officer said to the ship’s 
crew over the vessel’s announcing system. “But the end result 
is the same. We’ve disrupted traffic going north and the bad 
guys are in custody." That’s how it goes sometimes in the 
Caribbean Sea, where the Navy and Coast Guard are tasked to 
protect the U.S. coastline from smugglers trying to bring 
drugs, immigrants and, potentially, terrorists and weapons into 
the country. 

It’s a job that’s already tough because of a lack of 
resources — commanders say only about one-third of the 
smugglers who are tracked can be caught — and it’s about to 
get tougher. 

The Navy’s contribution is mainly from frigates such as 
Elrod, which are scheduled to be decommissioned in the 
coming years — faster than the littoral combat ships designed 
to replace them can come into service. Meanwhile, the service 
is shifting its focus toward the Pacific at the expense of 
missions in the Americas, and budget cuts are likely to keep 
the Coast Guard from taking up the slack. 

At sea, the Navy and Coast Guard seize approximately 
100 tons of cocaine annually — 2 ½ times the amount taken in 
every year by the entire U.S. law enforcement system, from 
local police to the Drug Enforcement Administration — Coast 
Guard Commandant Adm. Bob Papp said April 16. 

“We could take more out of it if we had more ships out 
there," Papp said. 

Finding An Answer 
The Oliver Hazard Perry-class frigates, which date from 

the 1970s and 1980s, have proved to be effective weapons in 
the drug war: Since January, when Elrod deployed with three 
other frigates — Nicholas, Ingraham and McClusky — as part 
of Operation Martillo (Spanish for “hammer"), they’ve 
assisted with partner nations in seizing or disrupting the 
movement of more than 46,000 metric tons of cocaine and 
more than 1,300 pounds of marijuana, according to U.S. 
Southern Command. At least 29 aircraft, vessels and ground 
vehicles have been seized, and 84 suspected traffickers have 
been detained. 

On the U.S. side, Elrod has the top tally among the 
frigates, seizing 9,630 pounds of drugs with an estimated 
street value of $720 million. 
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“I don’t think there’s a more ideal ship for this job than a 
frigate," Killman said. “They’re fast, maneuverable and good 
on gas." But the 21 remaining frigates are set to be 
decommissioned by 2019, including six in the next fiscal year 
and seven more each in 2014 and 2015. 

Meanwhile, LCS construction is lagging — the third ship 
of the type, Fort Worth, was delivered to the Navy on June 6, 
and only eight more are expected to arrive by the end of fiscal 
2015. 

“I think there’s a belief, over the next three years — at 
least on paper — [that] we might lose 50 percent [of necessary 
assets], based on the FFGs going away and the LCS coming 
online," said Vice Adm. Joseph Kernan, military deputy 
commander of U.S. Southern Command in Miami. 

The implications of that could be serious, Kernan’s boss, 
Southern Command chief Air Force Gen. Douglas Fraser, said 
at a March 7 breakfast for defense writers, because a 
smuggling network that allows drugs into the U.S. also could 
be used to bring in terrorists or weapons. 

“The concern in the connection that we’re watching is 
whether or not those routes that are criminal routes from the 
drug trafficking to the trafficking in persons to weapons, all 
those provide an opportunity to come … into the United 
States," he said. “We are watching all those areas for any 
indication." Though some have proposed delaying the frigate’s 
demise for a few years to bridge the gap, Kernan said that 
argument is over. 

“The FFGs need to go away. The Navy made that 
decision, and there’s a lot of resourcing implications as well as 
second and third order effects if we tried to extend the FFGs," 
he said. 

“The loss of the FFG without an immediate replacement, 
one for one, is a loss and we will feel it." The solution, Kernan 
said, most likely will be a creative patchwork of ships and 
different deployments in the region. 

“[There are] a lot of creative things [Navy planners] can 
come up with," he said. “But it depends on the availability of 
assets. I’ve had this discussion with [Fleet Forces commander] 
Adm. [John] Harvey and they’re completely committed to 
creatively sending assets down there based on availability." 

Gators To The Rescue? 
One idea has already been tested. The Navy’s 80-day 

deployment of the dock landing ship Oak Hill to the region 

from September through December, Kernan said, proved you 
don’t have to be a frigate to disrupt drugs and could become a 
new line of work for other amphibious ships in the near future. 

The deployment marked two firsts for a U.S. amphibious 
ship, officials said, as it deployed with two helicopters and 
embarked riverine patrol boats that supported interdictions and 
conducted normal river operations. 

It’s also expected that the Navy’s coastal patrol craft 
gradually will become a fixture in the region, though they’re 
not capable of supporting helicopter operations. 

“The PCs will definitely be value-added," Kernan said. 
“Are they the same as an LCS? No. But in a time where there 
is high demand for a lot of assets and not a lot of assets to go 
around, creative solutions are needed." In fact, he said, the 
PCs do a lot of things LCSs can’t, operating closer to shore 
and with the smaller vessels used by partner nations. The PCs 
also could operate effectively with a larger “mothership" in 
the mix. Such a solution has been brainstormed by Kernan and 
Rear Adm. Mark Buzby, who heads Military Sealift 
Command, and could possibly involve T-AKEs — dry 
cargo/ammunition ships. 

“This completely is just an idea at this point," Kernan 
said. “If we could get funding, that would be a great platform. 
It’s huge, it’s got helicopters, it can loiter easily — a great 
mothership type of platform." More partnerships with other 
nations can also help solve the resource shortfall. 

But Kernan said an LCS could still play a role by 
deploying to the area for a few weeks at a time while on 
shakedown cruises. 

“If they can get us an asset for two weeks, that’s a lot," he 
said. “An empty LCS could drive around and do their sea tests 
and we can operate from them while they’re here. We can 
launch helos and RHIBs; we can tailor it for a lot or a little. 
Even a basic LCS can do a lot." Kernan said he hopes these 
creative solutions will make up for the anticipated 50 percent 
shortfall in operational assets over the next few years. 

“The Navy is sensitive to this gap in assets down here," 
he said. “They’re going to pay attention and will look for 
creative ways to get at this. So in the end, I think we’ll be 
better than paper says because solutions are going to come up 
to mitigate the gap." 
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7. Navy 'Leap Frogs' Team Helps Traffic Accident Victim At Shore 
(BALTIMORE SUN 10 JUN 12) ... Mary Gail Hare 

Members of the U.S. Navy Parachute Demonstration 
Team, the Leap Frogs, took a break between jumping 
assignments Saturday evening to help an accident victim on 
U.S. 50 just outside of Ocean City, the team's California-based 
public relations team reported Sunday. 

The team members, who were in the resort city to perform 
an air show, were on their way to a performance when they 
witnessed a collision between a motor scooter and another 
vehicle, a news release said. 

A corpsman on the Navy team, a certified EMT, was able 
to treat the scooter driver until emergency crews arrived, the 
team's publicity arm reported. 

The Leap Frogs will be in Baltimore this week to 
participate in Sailabration, a maritime festival marking the 
bicentennial of the War of 1812. The team plans to jump into 
Oriole Park at Camden Yards on Tuesday during the game and 
plans to repeat the performance twice Wednesday, at Clifton 
and Patterson parks. 
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8. USS Mount Whitney Participates In BALTOPS 2012 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 08 JUN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist Seaman Apprentice Erik Luebke, Navy Public Affairs 
Support Element-East Detachment Europe 

USS MOUNT WHITNEY, At Sea -- USS Mount 
Whitney (LCC 20) is currently participating in Baltic 
Operations (BALTOPS) 2012, an invitational joint and 
combined exercise designed to enhance multinational 
maritime capabilities and interoperability, and improve 
involvement in the larger Baltic region theater security 
cooperation strategy. 

The object of BALTOPS 2012 is to promote mutual 
understanding, confidence, cooperation and interoperability 
among forces and personnel of participating nations. 

Since 2004, command and control ship, Mount Whitney 
has participated in BALTOPS as the flagship for U.S. 6th 
Fleet. This year the ship hosts personnel from four other 
commands: Expeditionary Strike Group (ESG) 2, Helicopter 
Sea Combat Squadron 28 Det. 1 (HSC-28 a.k.a. Ghostrider), 
Strike Force NATO and U.S. 6th Fleet. 

"The Mount Whitney is in fantastic condition and the 
crew is as well trained as ever," said Capt. Ted Williams, 
commanding officer, Mount Whitney. "It's a pleasure and an 
honor to have all the different staffs aboard the ship 
conducting BALTOPS 2012." 

One of the commands participating in the exercise aboard 
Mount Whitney, ESG 2, is responsible for the conduct of all 
amphibious and expeditionary actions from the east coast of 
the U.S. to the Mediterranean Sea. They perform multiple 
functions for this exercise, including acting as a liaison for 
Rear Adm. Ann C. Phillips, commander, ESG 2, who is 
participating in the exercise from USS Normandy (CG 60), 
which is currently underway in the Baltic Sea. 

"We try to do BALTOPS every other year onboard USS 
Mount Whitney," said Marine Corps Col. Bradley Weisz, 
deputy commander, ESG 2. "This gives the ESG 2 staff an 
opportunity to familiarize ourselves with the ins and outs of a 
ship that we don't normally get to sail on." 

During a speech given on the flight deck of the Mount 
Whitney, Vice Adm. Frank C. Pandolfe said that next year, 
U.S. 6th Fleet would take the lead on the exercise instead of 
Strike Force NATO, and that both commands will trade off 
leading the exercise every other year. 

"Next year won't change any of our responsibilities on 
USS Mount Whitney," said Williams. "The biggest change is 
we will see more personnel from 6th Fleet than from Strike 
Force NATO." 

Mount Whitney is a Blue Ridge-class command ship and 
is the flagship for the U.S. 6th Fleet. Mount Whitney is 

homeported in Gaeta, Italy, and operates with a hybrid crew of 
U.S. Sailors and Military Sealift civil service mariners. 

BALTOPS 2012 Team Finds Historical Ordinance, 
Clears Sea Lanes 

(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 10 JUN 12) Lt. Cmdr. Candice 
Tresch, Expeditionary Strike Group 2 Public Affairs 

The combined mine warfare counter syndicate operating 
during a training exercise in the Baltic Sea discovered 
historical ordnance off the western coast of Poland, June 8. 

The Danish mine counter measures unit, MCM Denmark, 
embarked on board Danish mine counter measures command 
ship, HDMS Thetis (F357), discovered an unexploded aerial 
bomb on the sea bed of the Baltic while surveying for decoy 
mines placed for training in support of exercise Baltic 
Operations (BALTOPS) 2012. 

"Finding real, live historic ordnance usually happens in 
the Baltic Sea. The reason for that is the Baltic Sea was the 
battlefield for two world wars which used heavy mining 
techniques," said German Navy Cmdr. Torsten Wedig, mine 
warfare action officer and liaison officer to the Combined 
Forces Maritime Component Commander, Rear Adm. Ann 
Phillips, commander, Expeditionary Strike Group 2 embarked 
onboard guided missile cruiser USS Normandy (CG 60). 

In addition to mines, torpedoes, depth charges, and 
unexploded aerial bombs populate the bottom of the Baltic due 
to their heavy use in the 1940s. 

"Researchers say there are about 110,000 mines left at the 
bottom of the sea," said Wedig. 

The aerial bomb was located by using mine hunting sonar 
technology which detected the ordnance. A subject matter 
expert then classified it as a potential mine and a drone was 
deployed to confirm and gather additional information about 
the contact. It was then detonated. 

Seven countries comprise the mine warfare contingent 
participating in BALTOPS 2012. Denmark, Estonia, 
Germany, Latvia, Norway and Poland are contributing nine 
mine hunters, four mine sweepers and four support vessels to 
the integrated training. The United States is contributing mine 
warfare experts such as Mineman 1st Class (SW) Sean 
Silman. 

"It is exciting to find live ordnance," said Silman. "Every 
time we find a mine or bomb and neutralize it, we make the 
seas that much safer for merchants, travelers and military 
partners." 
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9. USS Hawaii Visits Yokosuka During Western Pacific Deployment 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 08 JUN 12) ... Lt. Lara Bollinger, Submarine Group 7 Public Affairs 

YOKOSUKA, Japan -- The Virginia-class fast attack 
submarine USS Hawaii (SSN 776) arrived at Fleet Activities 
Yokosuka, Japan, for a visit as part of its deployment to the 
Western Pacific, June 9. 

With a crew of approximately 130, Hawaii will conduct a 
multitude of missions and showcase the latest capabilities of 
the submarine fleet. 

"Our team has trained very hard for this Western Pacific 
deployment," said Cmdr. Steve Mack, USS Hawaii’s 

commanding officer. "We are proud of our connection to the 
Polynesian voyagers of Hawaii's past, and are committed to 
our presence in the Western Pacific and look forward to 
strengthening relationships with our friends and allies in the 
region." 

This is the first port visit for Hawaii's crew on the 
submarine's second deployment to the Western Pacific. 

"Our Sailors are ready to experience the Japanese culture 
and look forward to this liberty as the well-deserved reward 
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for the hard work of preparing themselves and our ship for 
extended operations away from home," added Mack. 

"The crew really looks forward to Western Pacific 
deployments and port visits after all the work they put in to 
prepare during the inter-deployment cycles," said Master 
Chief Electronics Technician (SS) John Perryman, Hawaii's 
chief of the boat. "This is the first time most of our Sailors 
have set foot in a foreign country." 

For many of the crew members, this is their first time 
visiting Japan. 

"I'm excited to get a different cultural experience," said 
Machinist's Mate Fireman Aaron Washington. "I'd love to 
check out a baseball game or see Tokyo's electronics district." 

Measuring more than 370 feet long and weighing more 
than 8000 tons when submerged, USS Hawaii is one of the 
stealthiest submarines in the world. This submarine is capable 
of supporting a multitude of missions, including anti-
submarine warfare, anti-surface ship warfare, strike, naval 
special warfare involving special operations forces, 
intelligence, surveillance and reconnaissance, irregular 
warfare and mine warfare. 

Hawaii is the third in the line of Virginia-class 
submarines. Commissioned in 2007, Hawaii is now home 
ported in its namesake state at Pearl Harbor. 
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10. Guam Welcomes Submarines 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 08 JUN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class David R. Krigbaum, USS Emory S. Land Public 
Affairs 

APRA HARBOR, Guam -- Six submarines and one 
submarine tender dotted Guam's Apra Harbor for the first time 
since 2002. 

Los Angeles-class fast attack submarines USS Topeka 
(SSN 754), USS Tucson (SSN 770), USS Buffalo (SSN 715), 
USS Chicago (SSN 721), USS Columbus (SSN 762) and 
Ohio-class guided missile submarine USS Michigan (SSGN 
727) all simultaneously converged in Guam. 

Buffalo and Chicago are homeported here, and the others 
are on Western Pacific deployments. In port the submarines 
received repairs and maintenance by submarine tender USS 
Emory S. Land (AS 39). Land is currently in Guam on 
extended deployment from her home port of Diego Garcia, 
British Indian Ocean Territory. 

While this volume of submarine traffic is unusual, Guam 
has been a popular destination for fleet maintenance and 
repairs for years. 

"Guam is conveniently and strategically located in the 7th 
Fleet area of responsibility, so the subs are always a short 
transit from Guam no matter where they are in the Western 
Pacific," said Capt. Scott Minium, commodore of Submarine 
Squadron 15 and former commanding officer of past Guam 
homeported submarine USS City of Corpus Christi. He also 
cited the submarine tender's unique afloat maintenance and 
repair capabilities is another reason submarines stop here. 

Guam is also home to the Navy's second submarine tender 
USS Frank Cable (AS 40). Diego Garcia-based Land has been 
in Guam since November while Cable undergoes a scheduled 
dry-docking maintenance period in Portland, Oregon. 

For Land, handling the needs of six submarines 
simultaneously is a task that makes full use of all the tender's 
capabilities and services. Both Land and Cable's repair 
departments handle the influx of work from ship and shore 

facilities. This encompasses the tender's full range of repair 
capabilities, from manufacturing new pipe fittings and special 
tools, rewind motors, and the tender's Navy divers' ability to 
fix underwater equipment. In addition to the maintenance and 
supply mission, the submarine Sailors have been taking 
advantage of the tender's ship services such as the barber shop, 
ship's store, laundry, internet cafe, galley, and berthing. 

"Due to the unique expeditionary manning of Land, we 
could never have accomplished this level of maintenance 
without the repair and supply support from over 500 Sailors 
that are temporarily assigned to us from Cable," said Capt. 
Paul Savage, Land's commanding officer. "As a former 
submarine captain, I've benefited from the services provided 
by our forward deployed submarine tenders on many 
occasions and fully appreciate the capabilities we have to 
offer. Even if the tender was not at the port I was visiting, I 
knew that I could count on the highly skilled tender Sailors to 
meet me with the parts and tools at nearly any port to conduct 
repairs." 

The wide variety of jobs accomplished on both the home 
ported and deployed submarines demonstrates the value of a 
forward deployed submarine tender in maintaining the U.S. 
Submarine Force in a high state of readiness. While Sailors on 
board a tender are capable of performing most repairs, for 
those occasional jobs that require shipyard level maintenance, 
shipyard workers may embark the tender to utilize craftsmen 
and machinery equipment to complete repairs. 

"Keeping submarines in the U.S. 7th Fleet theater and in 
top readiness condition demonstrates our nation's commitment 
to this region of the world and is vitally important to our 
national security," said Savage. "I'm extremely proud of my 
crew's outstanding and dedicated performance in completing 
all repair jobs safely and on schedule." 
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11. HSV 2 Makes APS Port Visit in Maputo 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 08 JUN 12) ... Lt. Cmdr. Suzanna Brugler, Commander, U.S. Naval Forces Europe- U.S. Naval Forces 
Africa/Commander, U.S. 6th Fleet Public Affairs 

MAPUTO, Mozambique -- High Speed Vessel Swift 
(HSV 2) arrived in Maputo, Mozambique June 8 for a seven-
day port visit in support of Africa Partnership Station (APS) 
East 2012. 

This is Swifts second port visit to Mozambique. Swift last 
visited Maputo in February of 2010. 

During the visit Sailors and Marines embarked on board 
Swift, as well as Naval Criminal Investigative Service agents 
from U.S. 6th Fleet, will conduct training and facilitate 
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information exchange in subjects to include leadership, port 
security, martial arts and riot control. Swift Sailors and 
Marines will also participate in community service projects at 
two local orphanages, co-host a blood drive with the U.S. 
Embassy, challenge members of the Armed Forces for the 
Defence of Mozambique to a friendly soccer match, and help 
host a reception for local dignitaries and special guests. 

Navy Detachment Officer-in-Charge Lt. Cmdr. Charles 
Eaton said the mission focus for Swifts visit is to build 

maritime capacity and strengthen partnerships in 
Mozambique. 

"The main mission of this port visit is to build capacity 
for maritime domain awareness in Mozambique as part of 
Africa Partnership Stations goals and objectives," said Eaton. 
"And an important part of how we do that is through building 
upon relationships we have established with Mozambicans, 
strengthening our partnership through goodwill and 
information exchange." 
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12. Keeping Marines Ready To Fight 
(CNN 08 JUN 12) ... Wolf Blitzer 

For more than a decade U.S. Marines have been steadily 
rotating in and out of war zones. Ever wonder what happens to 
all their banged-up, bullet-riddled military hardware when it 
comes back from the front lines? 

CNN’s John Zarrella has an inside look at a massive 
maintenance facility that keeps Marines ready to fight. John, 
show our viewers what you’re seeing. 

John Zarrella: Wolf, most of us probably don’t even 
think about what happens to all these thousands upon 
thousands of pieces of equipment coming back from Iraq and 
Afghanistan now with the drawdown. A lot of it ends up on an 
island. 

Think of it like an auto repair shop. 
Wilbur Scott [Honeywell Senior Mechanic]: One thing 

we found is it has a fuel leak. 
Zarrella: But not any you’ve been to. 
Scott: It’s not like you take your car to the dealership and 

say it’s skipping. They say what this will do if they can go fix 
it. 

Zarrella: What are they fixing? Thousands of pieces of 
beat-up Marine Corps equipment and armor used to fight in 
Iraq and Afghanistan. This cavernous maintenance facility sits 
on Blount Island near Jacksonville, Florida. When Marine 
hardware returns from anywhere in the world, it comes here. 
It’s cleaned and repaired, upgrades are made, the kind that 
save lives. 

This truck had aluminum doors, little protection against 
shrapnel from IEDs. 

Bob Campbell [Honeywell Site Leader]: You would see 
a hole in that door and you would see it embedded in the 
actual seat and you know someone was injured. 

Zarrella: Now the entire cab of the Marines’ seven-ton 
trucks are armor plated. Wow. 

When the maintenance contracted to Honeywell is 
complete, every piece must be combat ready. Why? Because 
it’s headed right back out. 

This is the 900-foot long climate-controlled Fred 
Stockham. Six decks are filled with armored personnel 
carriers, amphibious assault vehicles, Humvees, road building 
equipment, everything the Marines would need to fight or 
handle a humanitarian mission. 

It will take seven days working 24 hours a day to 
completely load this ship and lash everything down for the 
trip. When they’re done, there will be more than 51,000 tons 
on board. 

The Stockham is headed to a rendezvous with four other 
ships in Diego Garcia in the Indian Ocean. It’s one of three 
Marines staging areas around the world. The Marines say that 
in less than a week, they and their equipment can be anywhere 
in the world. 

Lt. Col. Rick Steele [USMC]: Nobody else in the world 
can get there the way we can. People have tried it. We’ve 
proven it. 

Zarrella: The Stockham will stay on station in Diego 
Garcia for up to three years. It might just sit there, never 
needed. 

Steele: If everything worked out perfectly, we would 
bring the gear back, never having touched it. That’s the desire. 

Zarrella: But Steele says it hasn’t worked out quite that 
way in recent years. 

Now one of the things they do, Wolf, is they fumigate all 
of that equipment before it comes home and then they 
fumigate it again before it leaves. On the boat, they fumigate it 
– well, it doesn’t always work. They were telling me that back 
in 2009 on one of the ships they ended up with an infestation 
of spiders. 

They got rid of them all eventually, but it wasn’t a good 
place to be, they say, if perhaps, you had arachnophobia, 
Wolf. 

Blitzer: And I think I have that, so I wouldn’t have been 
happy to be there – (inaudible) – the reasons as well. 
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GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
13. Firepower Bristles In South China Sea As Rivalries Harden 
(REUTERS 10 JUN 12) ... David Lague 

HONG KONG - In the early years of China's rise to 
economic and military prowess, the guiding principle for its 
government was Deng Xiaoping's maxim: "Hide Your 
Strength, Bide Your Time." 

Now, more than three decades after paramount leader 
Deng launched his reforms, that policy has seemingly lapsed 

or simply become unworkable as China's military muscle 
becomes too expansive to conceal and its ambitions too 
pressing to postpone. 

The current row with Southeast Asian nations over 
territorial claims in the energy-rich South China Sea is a prime 



 

17 
 

manifestation of this change, especially the standoff with the 
Philippines over Scarborough Shoal. 

"This is not what we saw 20 years ago," said Ross 
Babbage, a defense analyst and founder of the Canberra-based 
Kokoda Foundation, an independent security policy unit. 

"China is a completely different actor now. Security 
planners are wondering if it is like this now, what is it going to 
be like in 20 years time?" 

As China also continues to modernize its navy at 
breakneck speed, a growing sense of unease over Beijing's 
long-term ambitions has galvanized the exact response Deng 
was anxious to avoid, regional security experts say. 

In what is widely interpreted as a counter to China's 
growing influence, the United States is pushing ahead with a 
muscular realignment of its forces towards the Asia-Pacific 
region, despite Washington's fatigue with wars in Iraq and 
Afghanistan and the Pentagon's steep budget cuts. 

And regional nations, including those with a history of 
adversarial or distant relations with the United States, are 
embracing Washington's so-called strategic pivot to Asia. 

"In recent years, because of the tensions and disputes in 
the South China Sea, most regional states in Southeast Asia 
seem to welcome and support U.S. strategic rebalancing in the 
region," said Li Mingjiang, an assistant professor and China 
security policy expert at Singapore's Nanyang Technological 
University. 

"Very likely, this trend will continue in coming years." 
Last week, U.S. Defense Secretary Leon Panetta laid out 

the details of the firepower the Obama administration plans to 
swing to the Asia-Pacific region. 

As part of the strategic pivot unveiled in January, the 
United States will deploy 60 per cent of its warships in the 
Asia-Pacific, up from 50 per cent now. They will include six 
aircraft carriers and a majority of the U.S. navy's cruisers, 
destroyers, littoral combat ships and submarines. 

Rebalancing 
"Make no mistake, in a steady, deliberate and sustainable 

way, the United States military is rebalancing and bringing an 
enhanced capability development to this vital region," Panetta 
told the Shangri-La Dialogue, an annual security conference in 
Singapore attended by civilian and military leaders from Asia-
Pacific and Western nations. 

For some of China's smaller neighbors like the 
Philippines, there is a pressing urgency to build warmer 
security ties with Washington. 

A two-month standoff between the Philippines and China 
over Scarborough Shoal shows no sign of resolution, with 
both sides deploying paramilitary ships and fishing boats to 
the disputed chain of rocks, reefs and small islands about 220 
km (130 miles) from the Philippines. 

Philippine President Benigno Aquino met President 
Barack Obama on Friday at the White House, where the two 
discussed expanding military and economic ties. 

Obama later told reporters that clear, international rules 
were needed to resolve maritime disputes in the South China 
Sea. 

While the standoff continues, reports last week in China's 
state-controlled media and online military websites suggested 
that the first of a new class of a stealthy littoral combat frigate, 
the type 056, had been launched at Shanghai's Hudong 
shipyard with three others under construction. 

Naval analysts said the new 1,700-tonne ship, armed with 
a 76mm main gun, missiles and anti-submarine torpedoes, 
would be ideal for patrolling the South China Sea. 

These new warships would easily outgun the warships of 
rival claimants, they said. 

The type 056 is the latest example of an accelerated 
military buildup that allows China to dominate its offshore 
waters. 

While these warships were designed for lower-level 
regional conflict, experts say one of the primary goals of 
Beijing's wider deployment of advanced, long-range missiles, 
stealthy submarines, strike aircraft and cyber weapons appears 
to be countering the U.S. military in the region. 

"China is investing in a whole raft of capabilities to 
undermine the U.S. presence in the Western and Central 
Pacific," said Babbage, a former senior Australian defense 
official. 

"It is a fundamental challenge to the U.S. in Asia." 
Panetta and other U.S. officials routinely reject 

suggestions that the pivot is aimed at China but military 
commentators in Beijing appear in no doubt. 

In a report last week on the U.S. military, the China 
Strategic Culture Promotion Association, a non-government 
security analysis group, said Beijing should be on alert in 
response to the U.S. military "return to Asia" and any attempt 
to intervene in disputes in the South China Sea. 

Watching Brief 
In a separate commentary published in the state-

controlled media, the group's executive vice president, 
outspoken retired Major General Luo Yuan, said the U.S. 
pivot was part of "watching brief" on a rising China. 

"The U.S. military has developed four different plans to 
combat the Chinese military," Luo wrote, but gave no details. 

Luo, a government adviser, is one of a number of senior 
Chinese officials and commentators who have called for a 
more determined effort from Beijing to safeguard China's 
maritime interests. This suggests China will become more 
assertive in the South China Sea but it is unlikely to use force, 
according to Nanyang University's Li. 

"Beijing understands very well that any military 
confrontation would have a profound negative impact on 
China's strategic position in the Asia-Pacific and China's 
relations with regional states," Li said. 

The worry however is that a mistake or a miscalculation 
could trigger a confrontation. 

Reaching Out 
As part of his swing through Asia last week, Panetta also 

visited India and Vietnam in a bid to enhance security ties 
with two key regional powers that have not been traditional 
U.S. allies but are increasingly apprehensive about China's 
rise. 

At Vietnam's deep water port of Cam Ranh Bay, a key 
U.S. base during the Vietnam War, Panetta said the use of this 
harbor would be important to the Pentagon as it moved more 
ships to Asia. 

Later, in New Delhi, Panetta said ties between the two 
nations were improving rapidly but expanded defense 
cooperation was needed to boost regional and global security. 

He said the United States planned to increase its military 
presence and defense partnerships in an arc from the Western 
Pacific, through East Asia, South Asia and into the Indian 
Ocean. 
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"Defense cooperation with India is a linchpin in this 
strategy," he said. 

In a development that will be further cause for concern in 
Beijing, the fleshed-out U.S. pivot and renewed commitment 
to regional defense ties won strong endorsement from key 
allies, even those who rely on growing trade with China. 

On a visit to Beijing, Australian Defense Minister 
Stephen Smith said the U.S. presence in Asia had been a force 
for peace, stability and prosperity since the end of World War 
Two. 

"Australia welcomes very much the fact that not only will 
the United States continue that engagement, it will enhance 

it," he said in a speech to the China Institute of International 
Strategic Studies. 

Smith noted that two-way trade between Australia and 
China reached $120 million last year but Canberra would 
continue to deepen its military ties with the U.S., including the 
rotational deployment of up to 2,500 U.S. troops through 
Darwin. 

If the standoff over Scarborough Shoal is a guide to future 
territorial disagreements, Beijing can expect other regional 
nations to feel the same way. 

"The South China Sea disputes are likely to remain as a 
regional security spotlight issue and it will continue to pester 
China's relations with those claimant states," Li said. 
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14. Chinese Break Arms Embargo On N. Korea 
(LONDON TELEGRAPH (UK) 09 JUN 12) ... Julian Ryall 

Chinese companies are breaking a United Nations 
embargo by supplying North Korea with key components for 
ballistic missiles including launch vehicles, according to 
evidence provided by an intelligence agency in the region. 

Classified documents seen by The Daily Telegraph show 
that Beijing has failed to act when confronted with evidence 
that Chinese companies are breaking UN Resolution 1874 and 
helping North Korea to build long-range missiles. 

This measure, passed with China's support on June 12, 
2009, strengthens an arms embargo by urging all UN members 
to inspect North Korean cargoes and destroy any items linked 
to the country's missile or nuclear programmes. 

But a study compiled by the intelligence agency of a 
country in the region shows how North Korean companies are 
continuing to buy banned materials in China. These entities 
"have been smuggling in or out controlled items by either 
setting up and operating a front company in China, or 
colluding with Chinese firms to forge documents and resorting 
to other masking techniques," says the report. 

The companies include the Korea Mining Development 
Trading Corporation, known as KOMID, which deals in 
weapons and military equipment and has been singled out for 
UN sanctions. 

Launch vehicles for long-range missiles are among the 
items illegally purchased inside China. North Korea is trying 
to develop an intercontinental ballistic missile (ICBM) that 
would be able to reach the United States. It has already built a 
handful of nuclear bombs. 

"The North Korean entities subject to UN sanctions are 
known to have been deeply involved in the North Korean 
procurement of Chinese ICBM transporter-erector launcher 
vehicles," says the report. In August 2011, Changgwang 
Trading Corporation, a front company for KOMID, bought 

four lorries in China that were then altered into ICBM 
launchers and displayed in Pyongyang to celebrate the 
centenary of the birth of North Korea's founder, Kim Il-sung. 

In addition, the Korea Ryonbong General Corporation 
bought two tons of vanadium, which is used in the 
manufacture of missiles, from a Chinese company in May 
2011. 

Much of the equipment was shipped to North Korea from 
the Chinese port of Dalian. 

"The UN North Korea sanctions committee has frequently 
asked China for clarification of North Korea's weapons 
transport through the port of Dalian, but China is said to have 
been shifting the responsibility to shipping companies of other 
nations or refusing to answer," says the report. 

Sometimes, a bribe of between £40,000 – £60,000 is paid 
to a customs official to send each 40ft container filled with 
illegal missile components through Dalian, according to the 
report. North Korea also conceals its shipments. "To hide its 
trade, North Korea has been using all available means, 
including falsely describing the contents of the shipments, 
forging the country of origin as China and purchasing the 
materials in the name of Chinese firms," adds the report. 

Personnel from North Korean banks and trading 
companies regularly meet at Beijing International Airport to 
deliver large sums of money earned from weapons deals. This 
happens with the "connivance of Chinese authorities and the 
customs office," says the report. 

China is North Korea's oldest and most committed ally. 
Beijing has propped up the bankrupt state with fuel and food 
supplies, while providing diplomatic support in the Security 
Council. China's aim is to guarantee the presence of a friendly 
state on its north-eastern border instead of a united Korea that 
might fall into America's orbit. 

Return to Index 
 

15. North Korea Describes Provocation 
(NEW YORK TIMES 10 JUN 12) ... Choe Sang-Hun 

SEOUL, South Korea — North Korea said Saturday that 
although it had no current plans to conduct a nuclear test, 
South Korea was trying to provoke it into conducting one and 
taking other retaliatory actions, like an artillery attack. 

North Korea has detonated nuclear devices twice since 
2006, as well as shelling the South Korean island of 
Yeonpyeong in 2010. It blames South Korea and the United 

States for those actions, accusing them of raising tensions and 
forcing the North to retaliate. 

The government of President Lee Myung-bak in South 
Korea “seeks to rattle the nerves” of the North “in a bid to 
cause it to conduct a nuclear test, though such a thing is not 
under plan at present, and take such strong retaliatory 
measures as a Yeonpyeong Island shelling incident, and hype 
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its ‘belligerent nature,’ ” said the Foreign Ministry of North 
Korea in a statement carried by its official Korean Central 
News Agency. “This scenario is aimed to strain the relations 
between the D.P.R.K. and the countries around it and create an 
atmosphere of putting pressure and sanctions on it.” 

D.P.R.K. is the abbreviation for the North’s official name, 
the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea. There was no 
immediate reaction from South Korea. 

It was unclear whether the North’s complaint was an 
attempt to build an excuse for a future nuclear test or an 
overture aimed at drawing the United States back to the 

negotiating table by suggesting that it had no plans to test a 
nuclear weapon but might in the future. 

Recent satellite imagery showed heightened activities in 
the North’s nuclear test site, as well as stepped-up building for 
a new satellite-launching facility. Separately, North Korea has 
also begun building a new nuclear reactor that analysts say is 
part of the country’s efforts to secure fuel for nuclear bombs. 

Analysts have speculated that North Korea will conduct a 
nuclear test in an effort to reassert its leverage over 
Washington and make up for the loss of face it suffered when 
it failed to put a satellite into orbit in April. 
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16. Turkey To Buy $5.5 Billion In Weapons 
NATO Concerned by Russian, Chinese Interest 
(DEFENSE NEWS 11 JUN 12) ... Umit Enginsoy and Burak Ege Bekdil 

ANKARA — Turkish authorities are preparing to 
announce in early July their choices on two critical weapon 
systems totaling more than $5.5 billion, said one senior 
procurement official. 

The long-range air and missile defense system, worth 
more than $4 billion, has attracted companies from China, 
Europe, Russia and the U.S. Meanwhile, two local shipyards 
are competing for the country’s indigenous program for 
building corvettes, totaling $1.5 billion. 

The presence of Russian and Chinese competitors for the 
missile system has drawn security concerns from some NATO 
allies. 

Turkey’s Defense Industry Executive Committee will 
meet in early July, probably July 4, on the selections and is 
expected to announce decisions or at least a shorter list. 

Competitors in the air and missile defense system include 
U.S. partners Raytheon and Lockheed Martin, with their 
Patriot-based system; Eurosam with its SAMP/T Aster 30; 
Russia’s Rosoboronexport, marketing the country’s S-300 and 
S-400 systems; and China’s CPMIEC (China Precision 
Machinery Import and Export Corp.), offering its HQ-9. 

Eurosam’s shareholders include MBDA — jointly owned 
by British BAE Systems, Italian Finmeccanica and pan-
European EADS — and France’s Thales. These companies 
will work with Turkish partners. 

“We definitely expect a decision this time. The program 
was delayed since 2009," said a business official. “We should 
see at least a short list of some of the companies." 

Members of the Defense Industry Executive Committee 
are Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan; Defense Minister 
Ismet Yilmaz; Gen. Necdet Ozel, chief of the Turkish General 
Staff; and Murad Bayar, head of the Undersecretariat for 
Defense Industries. 

Many Western officials and experts said the Russian and 
the Chinese systems are not compatible with NATO systems. 
If a Russian or Chinese company is selected, it might have 
access to classified information that could compromise 
NATO’s procedures. 

But despite this criticism, Turkey has said there is no need 
to exclude the countries from the competition. 

One Western expert countered: “If, say, the Chinese win 
the competition, their systems will be in interaction, directly or 
indirectly, with NATO’s intelligence systems, and this may 
lead to the leak of critical NATO information to the Chinese, 
albeit inadvertently. So this is dangerous." 

“NATO won’t let that happen," said one Western official 
here familiar with NATO matters. “If the Chinese or the 
Russians win the Turkish contest, their systems will have to 
work separately. They won’t be linked to NATO information 
systems." 

This marks the first time NATO has strongly urged 
Turkey against choosing the non-Western systems. 

“One explanation is that Turkey itself doesn’t plan to 
select the Chinese or Russian alternatives eventually, but still 
is retaining them among their options to put pressure on the 
Americans and the Europeans to curb their prices," the 
Western expert said. 

Turkey’s national air and missile defense program is 
independent from NATO’s own plans to design, develop and 
build a collective missile shield. 

Under that NATO plan, the alliance has deployed a 
special X-band radar in Kurecik in eastern Turkey for early 
detection of missiles launched from the region. 

Ideally, in the event of a launch of a ballistic missile from 
a rogue state, it would be detected by the Turkish-based X-
band radar. Then, U.S.-made Standard Missile-3 (SM-3) 
interceptors based initially on U.S. Navy Aegis-equipped 
destroyers to be deployed in the eastern Mediterranean — and 
later possibly in Romania — would be fired to hit the 
incoming missile midflight. 

The Defense Industry Executive Committee also is 
expected to select a national commercial shipyard to 
manufacture the third through the eighth of the Milgem 
national corvettes in the $1.5 billion program. 

The candidates are RMK Marine, owned by the Koc 
conglomerate, and Dearsan A.S. The first two corvettes were 
built at a military shipyard. The first, Heybeliada, has entered 
service in the Navy, and the second, Buyukada, has been put 
to sea for tests. 

The Milgem program is the first national project for 
Turkey to construct warships. Corvettes are the smallest of 
warships; the largest warship in Turkey’s Navy is the frigate, 
and Turkey plans to use experience gained in the Milgem 
project, when it is completed, to design, develop and construct 
its first national frigate, the TF2000, in the 2020s. 

“The Milgem has been very useful from the point of 
design, development and construction of a national ship, and 
we are going to build on this experience to obtain the 
capability to build bigger warships," the procurement official 
said. 
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17. Cutting Missile System Leaves Warships At Risk 
(LONDON TELEGRAPH (UK) 09 JUN 12) ... Thomas Harding 

The Royal Navy's warships will be vulnerable to enemy 
attack after a key project that allows ships to fire each other's 
weapons was dropped. 

The revolutionary Cooperative Engagement Capability 
(CEC), which has taken 12 years to plan and already cost 
£45million, would have allowed ships tracking a low-flying jet 
or missile to pass the data to the targeted vessel, allowing it to 
launch defensive missiles, or for them to be launched by 
remote control. 

The decision was criticised by a Navy commander who 
said it could mean placing the new billion-pound aircraft 
carriers in harm’s way. “The Navy knows savings have to be 
made, but the Forces have been asked to do more with less," 
the commander said. 

“Furthermore, with the coastal environment being the one 
more likely to operate in during future conflicts you need to 
have as much reaction time as possible if you’re putting 
£1billion ships in harm’s way." 

The system is vital because enemy warships and incoming 
missiles can sometimes be masked by hilly coastal areas--such 
as in the Falklands, where the terrain of San Carlos Water 
meant that an incoming Exocet would not have been seen 
before it was too late. 

With CEC, a destroyer further out to sea could follow the 
missile’s track then fire the threatened warship’s defensive 
missiles by remote control. As early as January this year Peter 

Luff, the defence equipment minister, told Parliament that 
CEC would be fitted to the £1billion Type 45 destroyers in 
2018 and then the estimated 13 future Type 26 Global Combat 
Ships. The system would cost just £24million to defend each 
ship. 

CEC defences were also meant to mitigate the loss of 
reducing the Type 45 fleet from eight to just six ships. 

“The effectiveness of such platforms would be 
significantly diminished if the CEC is not provided," a report 
by the National Audit Office said. 

News that the £500million project has been dropped will 
also be a further blow to the ability of the Navy to operate 
alongside U.S. ships. 

“The decision to axe the CEC programme calls into 
question prior assumptions used to justify reductions in the 
Royal Navy’s surface combatant force," said Richard Scott, 
the Navy expert for Jane’s Defence Weekly. 

“CEC would also have provided a significant 
improvement in the Navy’s ability to undertake anti-air 
warfare operations in coalition with the U.S. Navy." 

A MoD spokesman said following a “comprehensive 
assessment of CEC" it was “not necessary to commit to 
purchasing the capability at this stage." 

But he added: “As the Defence Secretary made clear 
earlier this week, the MoD budget has headroom of £8billion 
over the next 10 years for potential new programmes." 
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18. Talks Could End UK Rule Over Diego Garcia 
Mauritius to reassure U.S. over bomber base's future; Hope for Chagos islanders as treaty nears expiry 
(THE GUARDIAN (UK) 09 JUN 12) ... Richard Norton-Taylor 

Britain and Mauritius last night set the stage for talks that 
could end one of the most shameful episodes in recent British 
history, the seizing of the Chagos Islands, including Diego 
Garcia, used by the U.S. as a long-range bomber base and by 
the CIA for secret rendition flights. 

After meeting David Cameron in Downing Street, the 
Mauritian prime minister, Navinchandra Ramgoolam, told the 
Guardian that the aim of talks with the UK and U.S. was to 
reassert Mauritian sovereignty over the islands. 

If Mauritius achieves its longstanding aim - supported, it 
says, in international law - it will mean the end of the British 
Indian Ocean territory. The territory was established in 1965 
when Britain expelled the islanders and allowed the U.S. to set 
up a large base in a deal that included cutting the cost of 
Polaris missiles for the UK's nuclear submarines. 

The agreement signed by the U.S. and UK in 1966 expires 
in 2016. Both parties must agree to extend, modify or end it by 
December 2014. Ramgoolam said Mauritius wanted to be an 
equal partner in talks. "The objective of 2014 is to reassert 
sovereignty," he said. 

Ramgoolam described yesterday's meeting as "very 
cordial," adding: "It augurs well for the future." He said that 
"without question" there was a need for the west to have a 
base on Diego Garcia. 

He is travelling to Washington soon where he is likely to 
reassure the U.S. that its base would remain on the island 

under Mauritian sovereignty. Diego Garcia was used as a base 
for U.S. bombers targeting Iraq and Afghanistan and would 
almost certainly be used in any attack on Iran. 

Britain is under growing pressure in the courts over its 
treatment of the Chagos islanders. Next month the high court 
is due to rule on the UK's decision to impose a 200-mile 
marine protected area around the islands, a case the 
government is expected to lose. And the European court of 
human rights is due to rule soon on whether the islanders 
should have the right to return. 

Ramgoolam is to report on his meeting with Cameron - 
the first between prime ministers of the two countries for 30 
years - to the Mauritian parliament on Tuesday. 

Downing Street and the Foreign Office would not 
comment on the talks. Foreign Office officials have been 
accused of undermining previous British ministerial promises. 

David Snoxell, a former UK high commissioner to 
Mauritius and now the co-ordinator of parliament's all-party 
Chagos Islands group, said: "This was a unique opportunity 
for both sides to agree a way out of the Chagos maelstrom, 
which has for decades dogged UK-Mauritius relations. It is 
heartening that talks have been agreed but they would be 
without substance unless sovereignty, Chagossian return and 
the marine protected area are included." 

Ramgoolam also signed an anti-piracy agreement with the 
UK whereby Mauritius would prosecute and jail convicted 
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pirates seized by the Royal Navy. Cameron was delighted to 
sign the agreement, according to a Downing Street statement, 

which made no reference to the talks on the Chagos Islands. 
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19. 'No Progress' In Iran Nuclear Talks, U.N. Inspectors Report 
(NEW YORK TIMES 09 JUN 12) ... Alan Cowell 

LONDON — After a brief spurt of optimism, impetus 
toward resolving the nuclear dispute with Iran slowed further 
on Friday as senior inspectors from the United Nations nuclear 
watchdog said they had made “no progress” toward gaining 
access to restricted sites they suspect of being used to test 
potential triggers for nuclear warheads. 

The assessment came after a day of talks at the Vienna 
headquarters of the group, the International Atomic Energy 
Agency, that were led by Herman Nackaerts, its chief nuclear 
inspector, and Ali Asghar Soltanieh, the Iranian ambassador to 
the body. 

Coming after inconclusive, broader negotiations between 
Iran and world powers on its disputed nuclear program in 
Baghdad last month, the outcome of Friday’s encounter 
suggested that momentum had been further diminished, even 
as Tehran faces an array of more onerous economic sanctions 
on its oil and banking sectors next month. 

The outcome seemed likely to deepen suspicions among 
Iran’s critics that Tehran is using its contacts with outsiders to 
buy time as it continues nuclear enrichment efforts and 
possibly conceals evidence sought by international inspectors. 

The I.A.E.A. inspectors had been hoping to secure Iran’s 
agreement to what they call a “structured approach” 
permitting scrutiny of sites that they suspect of having military 
uses, I.A.E.A. officials said. After a visit to Tehran in May, 
the I.A.E.A. director general, Yukiya Amano, said he believed 
Iran was close to agreeing to the terms of an inspection of 
contentious sites, including one at Parchin, 20 miles south of 
Tehran. 

In a statement on Friday, Mr. Nackaerts said his 
negotiators had arrived at the meeting with Mr. Soltanieh in a 
“constructive spirit,” hoping to complete an agreement. 

“We presented a revised draft which addressed Iran’s 
earlier stated concerns.,” Mr. Nackaerts said. “However, there 
has been no progress and, indeed, Iran raised issues that we 
have already discussed and added new ones. This is 
disappointing.” 

Mr. Soltanieh, the Iranian representative, sought to 
portray the discussions in a more positive way, saying that 
after eight hours of negotiations, the talks would continue at 
an unspecified date “in order to finalize the particularities of 
the talks and reach a conclusion,” Iran’s official Islamic 
Republic News Agency reported. It quoted him as saying that 
“because the talks concern a very sensitive and complicated 
subject, all dimensions of the talks must be reviewed carefully 
by our team.” 

But Mr. Nackaerts said no date had been fixed for the 
next meeting. Iran says its nuclear program is for peaceful 

purposes, but Western leaders say they suspect it is intended to 
achieve the capability to build nuclear weapons. 

The talks in Vienna had been closely watched by the six 
world powers negotiating on wider issues with Iran to try to 
halt its enrichment of uranium, which Iran has said it will 
never do. Those talks are set to resume in Moscow on June 18, 
after last month’s inconclusive round in Baghdad. But the 
seeming stalemate at the Vienna talks cast a pall over the 
prospects for the discussions in Moscow, diplomats said. 

The I.A.E.A. talks unfolded after a series of signals from 
Iran that a breakthrough was unlikely. 

“I’m not optimistic,” Robert Wood, the acting United 
States envoy to the I.A.E.A., said as the talks were held on 
Friday. “I certainly hope that an agreement will be reached, 
but I’m not certain Iran is ready.” 

In Beijing, President Hu Jintao of China urged the visiting 
Iranian president, Mahmoud Ahmadinejad, on Friday to be 
“flexible and pragmatic” at the talks scheduled for Moscow 
and to cooperate with the I.A.E.A., news reports said. China is 
one of the six powers along with the United States, Russia, 
Britain, France and Germany conducting talks. 

In the run-up to Friday’s talks, Western officials had 
detected signs that seemed to show Iranian attitudes 
hardening. On Monday, Mr. Amano had expressed concern 
about satellite images taken last month that showed the 
Iranians had demolished buildings at the Parchin site that 
inspectors have been pressing to visit, despite repeated Iranian 
refusals to permit access. 

The I.A.E.A. said in November that it believed the 
Iranians might have carried out testing of explosives at 
Parchin that could be used in triggering mechanisms for 
nuclear warheads. Iran has denied that accusation and has 
described reported efforts to cleanse the Parchin site as absurd 
propaganda by its Western adversaries and Israel. 

Iran has also suggested that before allowing any 
inspection at Parchin, it wants to see the documents used by 
the atomic agency as the basis for its suspicions. 

Then, on Wednesday, Iran raised the possibility of 
delaying or canceling the resumption of nuclear talks with the 
big powers because of what it called dithering by the other 
side in holding preliminary meetings aimed at ensuring some 
success. 

The warning came from President Ahmadinejad and the 
office of Saeed Jalili, Iran’s chief negotiator in the talks, even 
as Mr. Soltanieh, Iran’s ambassador to the I.A.E.A., cast 
further doubt over Tehran’s intentions by accusing United 
Nations weapons inspectors of espionage. 
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PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
20. The Right Fit: New System Helps Veterans Translate Their Military Service Into The Civilian 

Workforce 
(BOSTON GLOBE 10 JUN 12) ... Katie Johnston 

Veterans often have a tough time translating their skills to 
civilian jobs when they leave the military. The title gunnery 
sergeant doesn't mean much to most civilian employers, and it 
can be difficult to explain how a cavalry scout can contribute 
to the sales team. 

To help unemployed veterans solve this disconnect, the 
state has rolled out a new software program at its 34 career 
centers that matches work experience with open jobs. The 
system analyzes the knowledge, skills, and abilities of a user's 
previous positions and finds the best crossover occupations 
within a given salary range. Called TORQ, for 
Transformational Occupational Relationship Quotient, the 
online program is available to all job seekers, but state 
officials say it will be especially beneficial for veterans. 
TORQ, which looks at 120 attributes for each job title, broken 
down by knowledge, skill, and ability, includes more than 
9,700 military occupations from all branches of the services. 

With the end of military operations in Iraq and the 
pending drawdown in Afghanistan, coupled with a weak job 
market, more veterans are looking for work. In Massachusetts, 
more than 13,000 veterans visited state career centers in the 
past year, up from about 10,000 a year before the recession. 

"It is a perfect match for what our transitioning service 
members need now," says Beth Costa, who runs the veteran 
employment and training programs for the state. 

Jonathan Esposito is hoping the TORQ system can show 
him what to do with his experience as a military police officer 
and an infantryman in Iraq and Afghanistan. The Haverhill 
resident managed a Subway sandwich shop before he joined 
the Massachusetts National Guard six years ago, but he's 
interested in expanding his horizons. 

"I don't know exactly what else I'm qualified for," he says. 
Esposito, 25, recently attended a TORQ training session 

at the Lawrence ValleyWorks Career Center, with his wife, 
Kaylee, whom he met in Iraq. Esposito entered several of his 

former job titles, including military police officer and food 
service supervisor (TORQ is still missing some titles, 
including combat arms jobs such as infantryman), and the 
system generated a list of alternatives he's best suited for. 
Parking enforcement worker generated a score of 99 out of 
100, meaning he had nearly all the skills necessary to do the 
job. Customer service representative netted a 98. 

Firefighter wasn't as close a match, with a score of 81 and 
a significant gap in the knowledge category. Esposito clicked 
on the Training tab, and found two colleges within 50 miles of 
Haverhill - Quincy College and Massasoit Community 
College - that offer a fire science class that would help 
improve his employment potential in that field. Another click 
revealed the start dates and times of the class. Police officer 
was a perfect match for Esposito's skills, and the site showed 
an open job in Windham, N.H., within his salary range, then 
took him to the job listing on Monster.com. 

At the end of the session, the program produced a page 
listing all the searches Esposito had saved, complete with job 
openings and the websites of training programs. 

Vets and other job seekers who sign up for the TORQ 
program at a career center can continue using it at home; 
soldiers who are serving overseas can start a TORQ search 
while they are still deployed. 

The system can point people in directions they might not 
have considered, says Eric Nelson, the veterans employment 
representative at the Lawrence career center who served 
almost 24 years in the Army. An infantryman who has 
experience planning military operations, for instance, could 
transfer those skills to a job with the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency. "It opens up other avenues where 
people can look at where their skills can cross into an industry 
they never thought they could work in," he says. "We've had 
some people who have been, like, 'Oh wow, I never knew I 
could do that.' " 
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21. Transition Benefits: Life After ERB 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 08 JUN 12) ... Patrick Foughty, commander, Navy Installations Command Public Affairs 

WASHINGTON -- When Chief Aviation Machinist's 
Mate(SW/AW) Anthony Hughes received news in November 
2011, that he was on the Enlisted Retention Board (ERB) list 
he felt like his life was over. 

"I remember my CO (commanding officer) sitting me 
down and saying 'Chief, I've got some bad news,' and I 
immediately knew what was coming," said Hughes. 

His commanding officer informed him of his selection for 
ERB, which angered him. 

"I felt like I had honored my part of the bargain, and the 
Navy had just backed out on the deal," said Hughes. 

Instead of giving up or feeling sorry for himself, Hughes 
said he quickly accepted the news and started looking toward 
the future. 

"I literally knew exactly what I had to do at that very 
moment; from that day on my only mission was to get my 
family back home, so I could get a new job ASAP." 

Hughes is one of 2,946 Sailors chosen for separation by 
the ERB in late 2011, all of whom were from a list of 
approximately 16,000 records the board reviewed to help 
reduce manning and meet quotas in various rates across the 
fleet. With record high retention and low attrition among 
active duty Sailors, the Navy became overmanned by greater 
than 103 percent in 31 of 84 ratings, resulting in increased 
competition and reduced advancement opportunities for 
strong-performing Sailors to reenlist. 

The ERB was introduced to allow the Navy to achieve 
stability and fit across the force while retaining balance based 
on seniority, skills, and experience. 

Chief of Naval Operations Adm. Jonathan Greenert 
explained in his official blog that, "ERB reduces overall 
manpower by reducing the number of Sailors in overmanned 
ratings through conversions and separations." 
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Navy leadership realized; however, that while the ERB 
was fair and necessary for the needs of the Navy, it also left 
Sailors with questions and concerns for their future. 

"The ERB and follow-on transition process have my full 
attention," wrote Greenert, "we are putting great efforts to 
ensure the ERB process is being conducted professionally and 
fairly. More importantly, we look to ensure that the means for 
transition is clear, broadly applied, open and readily 
available." 

For Hughes, that message couldn't have been clearer. 
"I knew I couldn't mess around," he said. "With a wife 

and two small kids, I have mouths to feed and bills to pay. 
There was no way I was going to let this situation mess up my 
family and our way of life, and as it turned out, neither was the 
Navy." 

Soon after Hughes received the news, a representative 
from Challenger, Gray and Christmas (CGC), a firm 
contracted by the Navy to provide extensive transition services 
for ERB Sailors, reached out to him and began working with 
him on his life after active duty. 

"One thing that I really needed to work on was my 
resume, I was taking action on all other areas of my life, from 
my move to my out processing, but my resume needed work, 
and the folks at CGC really helped with it." 

Hughes said he was very impressed with the 
comprehensive resume services offered by CGC. 

"I felt like I was talking with someone that had been 
through the transition process, was in a similar position in the 
service when they were active duty, so they knew literally all 
the aspects of creating a resume for me," he said. "In the end 
my future employer told me my resume was excellent, and a 
key reason I got the job." 

CGC is an employment placement firm that was 
contracted to "continue to build on the job skills, success and 
training acquired during Sailors' careers and succeed in the 
civilian job market," said Rick Trimmer, a contract manager 
for Commander, Navy Installations Command, who manages 
CGC's contract. "We (the Navy) have asked them to reach out 
to each ERB Sailor and offer as much assistance in their 
employment transition as possible, from resume writing to 
help finding employers that need Sailors with their specific 
skill sets." 

Hughes explained that CGC worked in a partnership with 
other firms and assigned him a personal coach to help with his 
transition. 

"The coach I had, Dennis, offered to take my phone calls 
with questions or concerns at any time, he even gave me his 
personal cell phone number. I knew he was doing everything 
he could to help me find a job," he said. 

Hughes reiterated that while CGC was a great help, they 
couldn't do all the work. 

"A lot of this is self motivation," he said. "Sure, they'll 
help you, but you need to take initiative and work with them 
too. For instance they could only give me a draft for the 
resume; I had to fill out my information before their editors 
could make it presentable." 

CGC is also contracted to assist with actual job search 
help by providing employment resources to Sailors and even 
practice interviews and salary negotiation techniques. 

"I was overwhelmed with all they were offering, luckily, 
with my networking efforts I was fortunate enough to meet my 
future employer here on NSA Crane, so I didn't really need the 
full complement of CGC's services," Hughes explained. 

In the end, Hughes' setback turned out to be a road to a 
new a bright future, noted his wife Nikki Hughes. 

"The main 'stressor' with getting out of the Navy is clearly 
the job search," said Nikki Hughes. "But I must say, within the 
blink of an eye Anthony had a job offer...with the ERB 
resources (CGC) plus my husband's natural abilities to take 
charge of the situation, we are ready for the next chapter!" 

Hughes has a job offer with a local contracting company 
in his hometown of Crane, Ind., where he plans to settle his 
family after he leaves active duty in September 2012. 

"I'll tell you this, no one is going to hand you a job, but 
with a little help from the Navy and CGC, plus my willingness 
to lean forward and make a plan, I was able to ensure a future 
and a life after my 14 year plus career in the Navy." 

The Navy's contract with CGC is extensive and tasks 
them to reach out to all ERB Sailors. Sailors are encouraged to 
contact CGC by calling 1-800-971-4288 or by e-mail at 
cgcusnavy@challengergray.com if they desire services and 
have not heard from CGC. Sailors can also contact the Help 
Center at Commander, Navy Personnel Command by calling 
866-827-5672 for more information. 

For more information visit the NPC ERB Web Page at 
www.npc.navy.mil/boards/ERB/, contact the NPC customer 
service center at 1-866-U-ASK-NPC (1-866-827-5672) or 
email cscmailbox@navy.mil. 
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22. GI Bill To Benefit 99,000 Jobless Vets 
New program provides extra year of training for those aged 35 to 60 
(NAVY TIMES 18 JUN 12) ... Rick Maze 

A new veterans education benefit could help 99,000 
unemployed veterans learn new skills in career fields forecast 
to have high job growth over the next decade, a senior 
Veterans Affairs Department official said. 

Curtis Coy, a retired Navy commander who serves as VA 
deputy undersecretary for economic opportunity, said the $1.6 
billion Veterans Retraining Assistance Program is aimed at 
about 400,000 unemployed veterans aged 35 to 60 who are not 
eligible for traditional VA education and training benefits, 
either because they used their GI Bill benefits or their benefits 
expired. 

What they are being offered is one year of Montgomery 
GI Bill benefits to be used for college, vocational or on-the-
job training, or apprenticeships in one of 210 high-demand 
fields. 

In a meeting with Military Times editors and reporters, 
Coy said the program could have a significant impact on 
veterans’ unemployment if VA can just get word out about the 
program. 

There is no mailing list and no database to identify 
veterans who might be eligible, Coy said. 
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“If we identify those 400,000 veterans, and we line them 
all up, we have to convince one in four of them, since we have 
99,000 slots, to embark upon additional schooling or technical 
training for that high demand job," Coy said. “So you can 
certainly see the challenge." More than 14,000 veterans have 
applied for the 45,000 openings this year, Coy said. Another 
54,000 openings will be available beginning on Oct. 1. 

Not everyone who applies is eligible, Coy noted — but 
there is good news behind some of the denials. Of the 2,600 
claims processed as of June 5, about 280 were ineligible, but 
about 80 percent of those had remaining education benefits 
available and didn’t know it, Coy said. 

The rest of the denials resulted from a mix of having no 
verifiable military service and dishonorable discharges, VA 
officials said. 

Those eligible for the program receive one year of 
Montgomery GI Bill benefits, which pay up to $1,473 a month 
for those with three or more years of service. 

Benefits will cover training in fields that the Labor 
Department and VA have identified as high demand — those 
with more than 10,000 job openings forecast in the next 10 
years — that veterans could qualify for after one year of 
training. 

“We took off the top — doctors, lawyers, neurosurgeons, 
CPAs and some of the higher-end occupations that would 
require a lot more than perhaps a refresher of one year," Coy 
said. 

Also excluded were jobs that require no training, or 
training of considerably less than a year. 

“Classic examples might be retail clerks, maids and 
people that you sort of … walk around with and show them 
how to do it," Coy said. 

The unemployment rate for veterans aged 35 to 60 is 7.8 
percent, slightly lower than the national average of 8.2 percent 
and far lower than the 23.5 percent unemployment rate for 
veterans aged 24 and under. 

Of the 800,000 unemployed veterans overall, somewhere 
between half and two-thirds — depending on who is counting 
— could be eligible for VRAP. 

The House Veterans’ Affairs Committee, from which 
VRAP originated, uses the high number, saying two-thirds of 
unemployed veterans are between ages 35 and 64, per the 
Labor Department’s cutoff for age groups. Coy used the lower 
estimate, saying about 400,000, or half, of unemployed 
veterans are in the age category covered by the program. 

Regardless of the actual number, a program that helps 
100,000 find permanent jobs would put a big dent in the 
veteran’s jobless rolls. 

Rep. Jeff Miller, R-Fla., chairman of the House Veterans’ 
Affairs Committee and chief advocate for VRAP, said he 
wanted to help this group of veterans because many of them 
are struggling under oppressive debt, poor credit and rising 
unemployment — without any veteran’s benefits to fall back 
on. 

The goal, Miller said last year when he introduced the 
plan, is to ensure veterans “have the hard skills that will be in 
demand as the economy recovers." 
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23. DoN Personnel Awarded for Logistics Excellence 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 08 JUN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Alexandra Snyder, Defense Media Activity - Navy 

WASHINGTON -- The Adm. Stanley R. Arthur Awards 
for Logistics Excellence were presented to Department of the 
Navy logistical employees during a ceremony at the U.S. 
Navy Memorial in Washington, D.C., June 7. 

The awards were established in 1997, to recognize 
individuals and specially-formed logistics teams each year, 
that best personify logistics professionalism and distinction. 

"The increasingly dynamic operating environment, and 
the very tough fiscal climate we currently face demand we 
optimize logistics - to both enhance our capabilities and 
reduce our operating costs," said Vice Adm. Philip Cullom, 
deputy chief of naval operations for Fleet Readiness and 
Logistics. "Today's award winners have done much to help 
move us toward both of those two objectives." 

Lt. Col. Charles Jones, from Naval Air Systems 
Command, was named as the 2011 Military Logistician of the 
Year at the ceremony. 

Michael Robinson, assigned to Military Sealift Command, 
was named as the 2011 Civilian Logistician of the Year. 

Naval Air Systems Command, Operation Tomodachi 
Technical Team, received the 2011 Operational Logistics 
Team of the Year award. 

The Naval Medical Logistics Command Team out of Fort 
Detrick, Md., was named 2011 Joint Logistics Team of the 
Year. 

"I am pleasantly surprised we're being honored, but this 
team has worked very hard to make sure that we get the job 
done," said Clyde Magas, an electrical engineer with the 
Naval Air Systems Command, Operation Tomodachi 
Technical Team. "The whole team deserves it." 

Individual winners are given $5,000 each, while winning 
teams are given $10,000 to be distributed to the members by 
the parent command. 
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24. Fleet and Family Support Teaches How to Become a Million Dollar Sailor 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 08 JUN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Kari R. Rodriguez, Navy Public Affairs Support 
Element West 

CORONADO, Calif. -- Fleet and Family Support Center 
(FFSC) of San Diego offers the Million Dollar Sailor program 
to help manage their finances and prepare for their financial 
future. 

The Million Dollar Sailor is a two-day course that 
encompasses a variety of topics in budgeting and financial 
planning. 

According to Melinda Thompson, FFSC personal 
financial manager, the course is geared toward the younger 
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Sailors ages 18-24 and is designed to provide the necessary 
tools needed to have a stable financial future. 

"The reality is financial literacy today is low and the 
younger Sailors aren't receiving that training that emphasizes 
the importance of good financial management," said 
Thompson. "This course will teach them the basics to help 
them achieve the goal of having a million dollars saved up by 
the time they hit retirement age." 

The specific subjects that were covered over the two days 
are car and home buying, credit management, wealth building, 
and money management. 

"We discuss these specific topics because these 
discussions will help the junior Sailors better approach a 
budget that will help them make smarter decisions when it 
comes to large purchase in the future such as buying a house 
or car," said Thompson. 

Thompson said the biggest financial mistake she sees 
from Sailors is poor money management. 

"One of the most prevalent, and fortunately the most 
fixable, financial mistakes I see Sailors make today is not 

keeping track of expenses and money," said Thompson. "The 
easiest way to fix this is by developing a spending plan, which 
will allow them to see exactly where their money is being 
spent." 

Thompson pointed out how important financial 
management is and how Sailors' careers could be affected due 
to poor financial planning. 

"If Sailors start acquiring large amounts of debt and show 
an inability or willingness to pay it back, they could 
potentially loose security clearance, and without that most 
Sailors are not longer able to continue their Navy career," said 
Thompson. "The key thing to remember is in order to be a 
Million Dollar Sailor you need to start financially planning at 
an early age." 

Million Dollar Sailor is offered monthly and rotates 
between the FFSCs at Naval Base Point Loma, Naval Base 
San Diego, the chapel in Murphy Canyon, and Naval Air 
Station North Island. 
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25. Va. Beach Police Celebrate Men Who Rescued Pilot 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 09 JUN 12) ... Stacy Parker 

VIRGINIA BEACH -- Police officers expected to find 
injured and dead at the scene of the Navy jet crash at an 
apartment complex on April 6. 

Instead, they found two citizen heroes. 
"So many blessings came out of that horrific day," said 

Jimmy Barnes, a police spokesman. 
The Virginia Beach Police Department recognized Ted 

Laffkas and Coast Guard Petty Officer 2nd Class Nick Beane 
on Friday with the Citizens Life Saving Award at its annual 
police and citizen public service awards ceremony. 

The two, both Beach residents, helped a downed pilot 
after his F/A-18D Hornet slammed into the Mayfair Mews 
apartment complex. The award is for "performing an 
extraordinary physical act or rendering lifesaving techniques 
to add in the preservation of a human life." 

Although the award technically was for 2011 - other 
citizen commendations and awards for actions in 2011 were 
handed out Friday - the committee opted to act now to honor 
Laffkas and Beane, Barnes said. 

"We were not going to wait until next year," Barnes said. 
"It's still on everybody's mind." 

Beane was in the courtyard of Birdneck Village 
Apartments heading to lunch with friends when he heard the 

crash. He ran through a black cloud of smoke. Laffkas was 
leaving his house near the complex when he saw the falling jet 
and two men parachuting to the ground. He jumped over a 
fence and searched for the men. 

One pilot was on the ground only a few dozen feet from 
the flames, his face bloodied. He was still attached to part of 
his ejection seat, and cords from his parachute were caught on 
the roof of the burning building. Laffkas and Beane reached 
the pilot at about the same time. 

"Does anyone have a knife?" Laffkas yelled. "We gotta 
get this guy free." 

Beane pulled out his knife, and they cut the pilot loose. 
Beane checked for broken bones, using first-aid skills he 
learned in the Coast Guard. Then they carried the pilot to 
safety. The other pilot also survived. 

Family members and co-workers of the two rescuers 
attended the ceremony. Chief Anthony Overheim of the Coast 
Guard's Maritime Security Response Team said Beane is in 
line to receive the Coast Guard Medal in the fall. 

"It's not the first time under a high-stress event that his 
training has kicked in," Overheim said. "He's not going to run 
away; he's going to help out where he can." 
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26. Remains Of Pilot Missing Since ’Nam Come Home 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 09 JUN 12) 

ZIMMERMAN, Minn. — The remains of a U.S. Navy 
fighter pilot missing in action in the Vietnam War are being 
returned to his family in Minnesota for burial. 

Lt. William Swanson, of Zimmerman, will be laid to rest 
Monday with military honors at Fort Snelling in Minneapolis, 
according to the Defense Department. 

Swanson was 27 years old when the A-1H Skyraider 
aircraft he was piloting crashed during an armed 
reconnaissance mission over Khammouan province, Laos, on 
April 11, 1965, the Defense Department said. Other 

Americans in the area at the time reported seeing Swanson’s 
plane being hit by enemy fire and crashing and said no 
parachute was deployed. Military officials said recovery 
efforts at the time were impossible due to the presence of 
enemy forces. 

In October 2000, a joint U.S./Lao People’s Democratic 
Republican team was investigating another crash in 
Khammouan province. Local villagers directed them to 
another crash site in the mountains north of Boualapha. The 
team surveyed the site and found small pieces of aircraft 
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wreckage and unexploded bombs and rockets of the same type 
that Swanson’s A-1H had been carrying. 

A joint recovery team excavated the site in 2009 and 
found material evidence and military equipment. In 2010, 

another team completed the excavation and recovered human 
remains and additional evidence. 

The Defense Department said scientists from the Joint 
POW/MIA Accounting Command used circumstantial and 
material evidence to identify Swanson’s remains. 
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27. Navy Sailor From Gulfport Dies On USS Enterprise 
(TAMPA TRIBUNE 09 JUN 12) ... Howard Altman 

A Sailor from Gulfport was found dead in his berthing 
compartment aboard the aircraft carrier USS Enterprise in the 
Middle East on Friday morning, according to a ship 
spokeswoman. 

Master Chief Petty Officer Richard J. Kessler, 47, was 
found dead in his compartment at 7 a.m. local time, according 
to Lt. Com. Sarah Self-Kyler. 

The cause of death is under investigation, said Navy Lt. 
Greg Raelson. 

"The Navy is deeply saddened by the loss of one of our 
shipmates," Raelson said. "Our deepest thoughts and 
condolences go out to his family during this difficult time." 

Kessler was the leading chief petty officer for the supply 
department and oversaw about 500 Sailors, according to Self-
Kyler. 

He was in charge of making sure the Enterprise was fully 
stocked with food and supplies, said Self-Kyler. 

"He was well known on the ship and very well liked by 
the Sailors who reported to him and everyone else," she said. 

Despite the death, morale on the ship is strong, said Self-
Kyler. 

"We are carrying on the way he would have wanted us 
to," she said. 

Kessler joined the Navy in 1984 and has been on the 
Enterprise since April 2011. 

The Enterprise is supporting Operation Enduring 
Freedom. About 4,800 Sailors and Marines are aboard the 
Enterprise. 
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28. Navy Names Russell Sailor Who Fell Overboard 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 08 JUN 12) 

PEARL HARBOR, Hawaii — The Navy has identified 
the Sailor who died after going overboard from a Hawaii-
based ship. 

Culinary Specialist (CS) 2nd Class Troy Hunter, 32, of 
Pembroke Pines, Fla., was pronounced dead Wednesday after 
a search and rescue swimmer pulled his body from the ocean. 

Hunter enlisted in the Navy in August 2008. 
The crew of the guided-missile destroyer Russell had 

responded to a report of a man overboard while conducting 
operations about 50 miles off the coast of Oahu. 

Hunter was assigned to the Russell in January 2009. 
An investigation is underway. 
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29. Suicides Outpacing War Deaths For Troops 
(NEW YORK TIMES 09 JUN 12) ... Timothy Williams 

The suicide rate among the nation’s active-duty military 
personnel has spiked this year, eclipsing the number of troops 
dying in battle and on pace to set a record annual high since 
the start of the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan more than a 
decade ago, the Pentagon said Friday. 

Suicides have increased even as the United States military 
has withdrawn from Iraq and stepped up efforts to provide 
mental health, drug and alcohol, and financial counseling 
services. 

The military said Friday that there had been 154 suicides 
among active-duty troops through Thursday, a rate of nearly 
one each day this year. The figures were first reported this 
week by The Associated Press. 

That number represents an 18 percent increase over the 
130 active-duty military suicides for the same period in 2011. 
There were 123 suicides from January to early June in 2010, 
and 133 during that period in 2009, the Pentagon said. 

By contrast, there were 124 American military fatalities in 
Afghanistan as of June 1 this year, according to the Pentagon. 

Suicide rates of military personnel and combat veterans 
have risen sharply since 2005, as the wars in Iraq and 
Afghanistan intensified. Recently, the Pentagon established a 
Defense Suicide Prevention Office. 

On Friday, Cynthia Smith, a Defense Department 
spokeswoman, said the Pentagon had sought to remind 
commanders that those who seek counseling should not be 
stigmatized. 

“This is a troubling issue, and we are committed to 
getting our service members the help they need,” she said. “I 
want to emphasize that getting help is not a sign of weakness; 
it is a sign of strength.” 

In a letter to military commanders last month, Defense 
Secretary Leon E. Panetta said that “suicide prevention is a 
leadership responsibility,” and added, “Commanders and 
supervisors cannot tolerate any actions that belittle, haze, 
humiliate or ostracize any individual, especially those who 
require or are responsibly seeking professional services.” 

But veterans’ groups said Friday that the Pentagon had 
not done enough to moderate the tremendous stress under 
which combat troops live, including coping with multiple 
deployments. 

“It is clear that the military, at the level of the platoon, the 
company and the battalion, that these things are not being 
addressed on a compassionate and understanding basis,” said 
Bruce Parry, chairman of the Coalition of Veterans 
Organizations, a group based in Illinois. “They need to 
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understand on a much deeper level the trauma the troops are 
facing.” 

Paul Rieckhoff, executive director of Iraq and 
Afghanistan Veterans of America, called suicides among 
active-duty military personnel “the tip of the iceberg.” He 
cited a survey the group conducted this year among its 
160,000 members that found that 37 percent knew someone 
who had committed suicide. 

Mr. Rieckhoff attributed the rise in military suicides to 
too few qualified mental health professionals, aggravated by 
the stigma of receiving counseling and further compounded by 
family stresses and financial problems. The unemployment 
rate among military families is a particular problem, he said. 

“They are thinking about combat, yeah, but they are also 
thinking about their wives and kids back home,” he said. 
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FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
30. Navy Replenishing Tomahawk Stockpile Used In Libya 
(DEFENSE DAILY 11 JUN 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

The Navy recently issued a contract to Raytheon for more 
than 360 Tomahawk Land Attack Missiles (TLAM) to 
replenish the arsenal of the precision strike weapons used 
during operations in Libya more than a year ago and as part of 
its fiscal 2012 plans. 

The $338-million contract is for the Block IV version of 
the missiles launched off destroyers, cruisers and attack 
submarines. The Navy is buying 238 for the surface 
combatants and 123 for subs, according to the announcement 
released by the Pentagon Thursday. The Navy fired more than 
220 Tomahawks during the Libya campaign. 

"The FY 2012 Block IV Tomahawk missile procurement 
includes purchasing sufficient missiles to replenish weapons 
expended during Libyan operations," Chip Guffey, the 
principal deputy program manager for missile program at 
Naval Air Systems Command (NAVAIR), said in an emailed 
statement. 

The United States and United Kingdom launched a flurry 
of Tomahawks in March 2011 against the late Muammer 

Gaddafi's regime to enforce a U.N.-established no-fly zone 
aimed at protecting civilians during the uprising against 
Gaddafi's 42-year rule. 

The early stages of Operation Odyssey Dawn that evolved 
into a NATO-led mission effectively facilitated the ouster of 
Gaddafi by rebel militias. 

Gaddafi, who had gone into hiding, was found and killed 
in October. 

The Libya operations also witnessed the 2,000th combat 
launch of a Tomahawk off the USS Barry (DDG-52). 
Tomahawks have been used in every major U.S. military 
conflict since the first Gulf War in 1991. 

"With more than 2,000 combat uses and 500 successful 
tests, Tomahawk has proven highly reliable and effective," 
Capt. Joseph Mauser, the Navy's Tomahawk program 
manager, said. 

The Block IV TLAM can be preprogrammed on a target 
or loiter and be redirected to an alternative destination. 
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31. Lockheed F-35 Scrap Rate At 16 Percent - Pentagon 
Pentagon working with Lockheed to improve quality; Company said rate to improve as program matures 
(REUTERS 08 JUN 12) ... Andrea Shalal-Esa 

WASHINGTON--The rate of scrap, rework and repair on 
production of Lockheed Martin Corp's F-35 fighter jet is 
currently around 16 percent, higher than on other military 
aircraft programs at similar stages of production, the Pentagon 
said on Friday. 

Both the Pentagon's F-35 program office and Lockheed 
Martin Corp "recognize this is an area that needs 
improvement, and are working together to achieve world-class 
levels of quality," said Navy Commander Kyra Hawn, a 
spokeswoman for the program office. 

Hawn said the other military programs had scrap, rework 
and repair rates in the mid to high single digits when they 
reached a production level of 100 aircraft. The F-35 is nearing 
production of its 100th jet. 

Lockheed spokesman Michael Rein said the company's 
scrap, rework and repair rate was "commensurate with 
historical programs at the same stage of production" and 
should continue to improve as the program continues to 
mature. 

The Senate Armed Services Committee said this week it 
was troubled by the quality of production on the $396 billion 
F-35 Joint Strike Fighter program, but did not provide any 
details. 

The committee questioned the overall quality of 
production on the program and cited a "potentially serious 
issue" with the plane's electronic warfare capability. 

Questions over the quality of production of the F-35 will 
compound the mounting woes of the program, which has 
already been restructured three times to extend the 
development phase and slow production. 

The quality concerns are being raised as a strike by 3,300 
union workers at the company's Fort Worth, Texas, plant over 
pension and healthcare benefits is moving into an eighth week. 

Lockheed has hired about 200 temporary workers to keep 
production of its F-35 and F-16 fighters on track at the plant. 

Lockheed says the new workers are being carefully 
trained, but union officials have questioned whether the 
quality of production - already an issue - would be maintained 
by workers with less experience on the complex weapons 
system. 

Lockheed is building the new radar-evading fighters for 
the U.S. military and eight foreign countries helping to fund 
its development: Britain, Norway, Canada, Denmark, the 
Netherlands, Turkey, Australia and Italy. 
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Japan and Israel have also ordered the fighters for their 
militaries. The U.S. government expects to finalize the sale 
with Japan this month. 

Lockheed also will soon submit a proposal to sell the 
aircraft to South Korea, with Seoul officials due to visit the 
United States this summer for F-35 simulator flight testing and 
visits to various production, flight test and training sites. 

The Senate committee noted in a report accompanying its 
fiscal 2013 budget bill that a potentially serious issue had been 
discovered with an aperture on the aircraft that was critical to 
its electronic warfare capability. 

The committee said the full extent of the problem was not 
known, but it underscored the need for the Pentagon and 
Lockheed to "rigorously manage production quality," it said. 

Sources familiar with the program said the issue centered 
on the placement of a sensor at the tip of the plane's wing and 
was a design matter and nothing to do with production quality. 

They said the previous placement had reduced the 
sensitivity of a small part of the electronic warfare sensor, but 
affected only jets in the first three production batches and had 
already been resolved in jets now under production. 

Retrofits would be done as needed, but only a small 
number of aircraft would be affected, the sources added. 
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32. 'Green' Fleet Runs Into Fiscal Storm 
Congressional Republicans block Navy from investing in biofuels, citing cost 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 10 JUN 12) ... Jeanette Steele 

Republicans in Congress are blocking the Navy’s march 
toward a future in which jets and ships run on biofuels, saying 
the “green” most in question is whether the United States has 
the money, with a shrinking military budget, to invest in a 
pricey fuel experiment. 

The Navy will demonstrate its “great green fleet” concept 
next month, a toe in the water toward easing the country away 
from dependence on unfriendly foreign oil. But opposition in 
Congress could push the effort onto the rocks after that. 

Both houses of Congress last month put language in the 
2013 defense bill that would block the Pentagon from buying 
biofuels if they cost more than traditional petroleum. 

The vote split mostly along party lines, with Republicans, 
including San Diego County Rep. Duncan Hunter, saying that 
proposed massive cuts to defense spending leave no room for 
anything but essentials. 

“We’ll need to learn to do much more with much less. 
Experimenting with biofuels at such a significant cost to 
taxpayers will not put the military on better footing or increase 
effectiveness, next to other investments that are much higher 
on the priority list,” said Joe Kasper, Hunter’s spokesman. 

The Navy, which sees its green initiative as a strategic 
move away from reliance on expensive Persian Gulf oil, spent 
$13.7 million on fuel made from used cooking oil and algae, 
blended with petroleum, for its upcoming green fleet voyage 
on July 18 and 19. 

It was the biggest alternative fuel purchase ever for the 
U.S. government — 200,000 gallons of jet fuel and 700,000 
gallons of ship diesel. 

But it might also be the most expensive, costing nearly 
four times as much as traditional petroleum. 

The cost of the biofuels calculated out at $15.25 a gallon 
in the November 2011 purchase, said Thomas Hicks, the 
Navy’s deputy assistant secretary for energy. 

Regular marine diesel and jet fuel purchased by the 
Pentagon around the same time cost just less than $4 a gallon, 
according to the Defense Logistics Agency’s energy division. 

In the Navy’s eyes, this cost is just like the scary-high 
prices of any brand-new technology, such as the first cell 
phones or laptop computers. 

“As we buy in small, testing quantities, there’s additional 
cost that most people would understand would logically be 
there,” Hicks said. “When we go toward bringing these fuels 

in at operational quantities, we’re only interested in those fuels 
if they are competitive with petroleum. Period.” 

The “green fleet” demonstration is intended to show that 
an aircraft carrier, its fighter jets and attending warships can 
operate for two days on alternative fuels. 

The carrier Nimitz, which is nuclear powered, and several 
other ships, including the San Diego-based cruiser Princeton, 
will participate in the display, which will take place during the 
Navy’s Rim of the Pacific exercise off Hawaii. 

In 2016, the Navy plans to dispatch a similar alt-fueled 
carrier group on a six-month deployment — the bread and 
butter of Navy operations. 

But if the language in the current defense bill sticks and 
remains law until 2016, it could torpedo the Navy’s green 
deployment vision. 

Hicks acknowledged that the existing defense bill still 
allows biofuel purchases for research and testing, but not for 
deployments — unless the cost difference goes away by then. 

It also would block the Navy from making investments in 
alternative-fuels companies trying to build production plants, 
Hicks said. Without that military investment, the budding 
industry will likely grow more slowly, he said. 

A February report by Bloomberg New Energy Finance 
said that some biofuels will be competitively priced with jet 
fuel by 2018. 

People in the business say it might be sooner, even three 
to five years for some more-advanced formulations of 
vegetable oil. 

One of those is Brian Brokowski, vice president for 
communications at SG Biofuels, a San Diego company 
developing jatropha, a subtropical crop that produces oil-
bearing seeds. 

Already, the company can produce batches of its biofuel 
crude at $99 a barrel — not too far above petroleum prices. 
Airlines, including Luftansa and Continental, have flown test 
flights with jatropha-based fuel. 

“In three to five years, with jatropha, that’s the point at 
which we will begin to see large-scale projects beginning to 
produce large volumes of plant oil that can be low-cost and 
competitive with petroleum,” Brokowski said. 

The Navy has spent $10 million to $12 million a year for 
the past few years on its biofuel experiment, Hicks said. An 
F/A-18 Hornet broke the sound barrier in 2010 while flying on 
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a blend of oil from camelina, a version of mustard seed. The 
Navy dubbed it the Green Hornet. 

In November, a retired destroyer sailed from San Diego to 
Ventura County on a mix of traditional diesel and algae oil, at 
the time the largest test of a warship on biofuels. 

Navy Secretary Ray Mabus launched his green initiative 
after being named to the job in 2009 by President Barack 
Obama. 

It’s not just biofuels. Nearly every San Diego Navy base 
has installed solar panels in recent years. Water-guzzling grass 
has been replaced by artificial turf. 

Camp Pendleton Marines have experimented with solar 
power at remote operating bases in Afghanistan. One battalion 
reported in early 2011 that it went from using 20 gallons of 
fuel daily in its electric generators to less than three gallons. 
That meant fewer fuel convoys putting Marines in danger. 

And if you want to tackle American petroleum 
dependence, the military is your biggest single target. The 
United States consumes 22 percent of the world’s petroleum, 
and the Pentagon is the federal government’s biggest customer 
for it. 

But the United States isn’t importing as much oil as it 
used to, down from a peak in 2005. In 2011, the U.S. produced 

just over half of the oil it used, according to the U.S. Energy 
Information Administration. 

About 22 percent of imported petroleum comes from 
Persian Gulf nations, with Saudi Arabia accounting for most 
of it. The leading foreign supplier is Canada, which provides 
29 percent. 

Still, some are calling Congress shortsighted for this cost-
cutting move. Stephen Mayfield, director of the San Diego 
Center for Algae Biotechnology, also called it election-year 
politicking. 

“It’s the Navy that took us from wind power to steam 
power to petroleum to nuclear. So it’s the U.S. Navy that has 
led the switch to every new fuel for the last 200 years,” 
Mayfield said. “And they were clearly the group that was 
going to do this again.” 

The center was established in 2008 as a consortium of 
researchers from the University of California San Diego and 
two Scripps institutions to translate laboratory successes into 
business. 

Mayfield said the algae biofuel industry has already 
created 600 jobs in San Diego County. 

The monthlong RIMPAC exercises begin June 29 and San 
Diego warships will begin departing for it in coming weeks. 
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33. DoD Energy Projects Prompt Interagency Turf Wars 
(FEDERAL TIMES 09 JUN 12) ... Andy Medici 

The Air Force is trying to turn dust into dollars at 
Edwards Air Force Base by leasing 3,228 acres of unused land 
to Fotowatio Renewable Ventures to build a 450-megawatt 
solar field. 

In exchange, the developer will provide the base, deep in 
southern California's Mojave Desert, with up to 30 megawatts 
of electricity annually, and have the ability to sellany excess 
electricity it generates to other customers. In short, the 
developer stands to pull in $34 million annually in energy 
sales to local utilities and other customers based on pricing 
data from the Energy Information Administration. 

But for the deal to go through, the Air Force needs the 
approval of another federal agency: the Interior Department's 
Bureau of Land Management. That is because BLM owns the 
land and has final say over its use. 

And BLM wants a cut of the action and a hand in the deal. 
"We are going to run into problems on this one," said 

Terry Yonkers, the Air Force's assistant secretary for 
installations, environment and logistics, at a May conference. 

BLM manages most federal lands — including more than 
half the lands on domestic military bases — and is responsible 
for ensuring that a portion of the revenues generated from 
exploitation of those lands — such as oil drilling or minerals 
mining — goes back to the U.S. treasury. 

BLM has the ability to revoke the Defense Department's 
rights to use its lands if it is not used for military purposes, 
such as test ranges and exercises. 

But increasingly, military services are looking to parlay 
that property for another use: renewable energy. Government 
mandates that agencies use more renewable energy and shrink 
their carbon footprint, combined with the recent emergence of 
creative public-private financing options — known as 
enhanced use leases — makes such deals easier. 

That flurry of deal-making activity by DoD has gotten 
BLM's attention. 

In the case of the Edwards Air Force Base solar energy 
deal, the Air Force will use only about 7 percent of the total 
energy generated. BLM argues that because only a small 
fraction of the project will serve military purposes, it should 
have a stronger role in forging the deal to ensure the 
government gets its due. 

"Now it looks like the ‘Sopranos' of the government are 
coming down and looking to take the military head on," said 
Paul Bollinger, director of government solutions at Boeing 
Energy and a former deputy assistant secretary of the Army 
for energy and partnerships. 

Speaking at a conference last month, Bollinger said DoD 
and BLM teamed up 25 years ago on a geothermal project at 
the Naval Air Weapons Station at China Lake in the Mojave 
Desert — which he described as a "little shakedown" by BLM. 
Since 1987, China Lake and BLM have run geothermal wells 
producing 270 megawatts of energy annually — enough to 
power 180,000 homes. 

Ray Brady, manager of BLM's national renewable energy 
coordination office, said the fundamental question BLM is 
asking about the lands being used for such deals, Brady said, 
is this: "If it's not specifically needed for DoD mission 
purposes, shouldn't it really be revoked and returned to BLM 
for broader use?" He said the agency would be willing to team 
up on projects, with DoD or BLM sharing the lead on a project 
and dividing the proceeds. 

"Clearly, DoD does have an interest for the electricity that 
would be generated to meet their on-base need. We would like 
to be able to facilitate a process for that," Brady said. 

There is much at stake as the two agencies try to sort out 
such questions. One January report by the Pentagon points out 
that it could generate up to 7 gigawatts of solar power and 
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$100 million in revenue at just 10 Air Force and Army 
installations in the Mojave and Colorado deserts. But BLM 
owns 90 percent of the land at these installations, according to 
the report. 

DoD is under pressure to develop the lands to meet the 
mandates of the 2005 Energy Policy Act, which requires 
agencies to use renewable energy for at least 7.5 percent of 
their facility energy needs by fiscal 2013. 

The Air Force has said 1 gigawatt of its energy will come 
from renewable sources by fiscal 2016. The Navy said it will 
reach the same goal by fiscal 2020, and the Army, by fiscal 
2025. 

The Air Force Real Property Agency is pushing to award 
enhanced use leases for $5 billion in total land and project 
value over the next four years. About half of that would be 
devoted to renewable energy projects. 

The Army aims to turn more than 13,000 acres at Fort 
Irwin, also in the southern California desert, into a 500-
megawatt solar field that will power the entire installation. 
Clark Energy group will front $2 billion in exchange for being 

able to sell the excess energy it generates. BLM owns virtually 
all of the more than 754,000 acres at the installation, which 
means the Army will need to get BLM approval. 

Tom Hicks, deputy assistant secretary of the Navy for 
energy, said at a conference in May that much of the lands that 
BLM owns on military bases are buffer zones in between 
testing ranges or at the borders of military installations. 

"A buffer zone is not really useful for much of anything 
other than things like renewable energy generation," Hicks 
said. 

He said Congress should step in and provide legislative 
relief by setting clear guidelines on how the land could be 
used. 

"We need to see if we can come to some near-term 
resolution on this issue so we can build more renewable power 
on our land," Hicks said. 

Meanwhile, BLM and the Pentagon have formed a new 
working group that is trying to sort out how such deals will 
work and what will happen to any revenues generated on those 
lands. 
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34. Pentagon Weapon Systems Can Survive Spending Cuts 
(WASHINGTON TIMES 10 JUN 12) ... Rowan Scarborough 

The Pentagon could hold on to its crown-jewel weapon 
systems even though looming automatic federal spending cuts 
would inflict a $54 billion gash in the 2013 defense budget, 
military budget analysts say. 

Instead of terminating weapons, the Pentagon could trim 
its projected spending under the Budget Control Act, which 
calls for a nearly $1.2 trillion reduction in federal spending 
over 10 years and mandates a 10 percent across-the-board cut 
in its first year, beginning Jan. 2. 

While painful, the indiscriminate chopping would offer a 
silver lining: If a newly elected Congress next year can reach a 
compromise to scale back cuts in 2014 and beyond, the 
military would be able to save its cherished big-ticket items, 
such as the F-35 Joint Strike Fighter jet, a new Army troop 
carrier and 11 active aircraft carriers, because they would have 
survived the law’s first year. 

“For the most part, they would not terminate programs in 
the first year,” said Todd Harrison, an analyst at the Center for 
Budgetary and Strategic Assessment. “They would just slow 
them down and scale them back. They don’t spend the money 
as quickly.” 

Loren B. Thompson, who heads the Lexington Institute 
defense think tank, has studied the law and worked the 
numbers for sequestration, as the mandatory cuts are called. 

If the Pentagon exempts personnel cuts, as the law allows, 
and spreads top-line cuts to weapons production and readiness, 
the defense spending reduction in 2013 might be only 5 
percent to 6 percent. 

That’s because the law targets money Congress 
authorizes, which can take several years to spend, rather than 
“outlays,” which are government checks that have been 
written. 

A ‘Penalty Sequestration’ 
Mr. Thompson wrote in his Early Warning Blog that this 

may not be all bad for defense contractors. 
“With everyone seeming to focus on the negative right 

now, it’s easy to overlook the fact that cuts to budget authority 

made in 2013 will spread out over several years, reducing the 
near-term impact on contractors,” he wrote. 

“In fact, it’s possible that the cost-cutting companies like 
Lockheed Martin and Northrop Grumman are pursuing in 
anticipation of sequestration will save the companies more 
money than budget cuts take away.” 

The Pentagon has prepared a $525 billion budget for 
2013, a reduction of more than 5 percent from the previous 
fiscal year’s spending plan. Sequestration would cut the 2013 
budget to about $471 billion. 

Mr. Thompson sees a new Congress as a possible savior, 
“sending a signal to investors that sequestration isn’t going to 
last for very long.” 

For proponents of replacement weapons, the second year 
of sequestration is the key. 

Mr. Harrison said the law was written to spur the 
congressional supercommittee last year to reach a budget 
compromise. It failed and was disbanded. 

“In the first year, it’s considered a penalty sequestration 
because the supercommittee failed and you have no ability to 
target the cuts,” Mr. Harrison said. “They don’t have to make 
many decisions at all. The decisions are made for them.” 

The remaining nine years of sequestration allow the 
Pentagon flexibility. It will have to pick winners and losers to 
save its top priorities instead of just slashing everything. 

“I think we would see the Pentagon come in with a budget 
that does actually terminate some weapon systems that are 
lower priority so it can protect weapon systems that are a 
higher priority,” he said. 

Budget Flexibility 
Mr. Harrison predicts that the Pentagon, in sequestration’s 

second year, would shrink the purchase of the F-35s, cut the 
active carrier force to 10 and retire more warplanes. 

The Pentagon’s long-range budget already has absorbed a 
$487 billion decrease in projected spending over 10 years. The 
budget law requires an additional $492 billion reduction if 
Congress does not intervene. 
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Defense Secretary Leon E. Panetta and the military chiefs 
have invoked stark terms, such as “hollow force,” to describe 
what the armed services would look like if nearly $1 trillion is 
taken out of projected spending. 

Gordon Adams, senior national security budget official 
for President Clinton, said that once the Pentagon on Jan. 2 
has to suddenly extract $54 billion in the middle of the fiscal 
year, the jolt will spur action. 

“They are not going to plan for the outyears of the 
sequester, anyway, while the Congress is trying to figure out 
what to do about it,” Mr. Adams said. “The reality, I think, is 
even if there is a sequester, Congress will do what Congress 
has done the last four times there was a sequester. Congress 
fixes it after it happens. 

“What I fully expect the next step is Congress steps in 
with the White House and they figure out a way to fix it.” 

He said the Pentagon may have more flexibility in the 
first year than it appears now because the White House Budget 
Office has not ruled on exactly how to carry out the budget 
act. 

“Anybody who tells you with certainty how this will 
happen should there be a sequester is fooling you because they 
don’t know what options [the Defense Department] is going to 

choose and how [the Office of Management and Budget] is 
going to define it,” Mr. Adams said. 

Rep. Howard P. “Buck” McKeon, California Republican 
and chairman of the House Armed Services Committee, is 
leading the charge to reverse sequestration. 

He issued a fact sheet that declares: “In the midst of the 
most dynamic and complex security environment in recent 
memory, sequestration would severely diminish America’s 
global posture.” 

Mr. McKeon said the military would have to cut 100,000 
additional troops, shrink the Navy to 230 ships instead of its 
goal of more than 300 and fly “the smallest tactical fighter 
force in the history of the Air Force.” 

The committee chairman introduced a bill last year to 
head off the first year of sequestration by trimming the budget 
elsewhere, but Senate Democratic leaders and the White 
House have opposed exempting defense. 

“I don’t think it would lead to a hollow force,” Mr. 
Adams said of sequestration. “I think it would lead to a one-
year difficult atmosphere for management and spending, but it 
will not lead to a hollow force. It is the kind of thing in the 
long term you can plan around.” 
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35. Littoral Combat Ship Builders Asking Navy for Help With Foreign Sales 
(NATIONAL DEFENSE 08 JUN 12) ... Dan Parsons 

The two companies building Littoral Combat Ships for 
the U.S. Navy are in the awkward position of having to 
compete against each other for business abroad. Foreign sales 
are important in this program as they would help lower the 
LCS price tag. 

Both Lockheed Martin Corp. and Austal Inc. are counting 
on foreign sales to meet strict cost targets for LCS. Each 
company is responsible for marketing its own design to 
overseas customers. 

But complicating their marketing efforts is the Navy's 
position as staunchly “neutral," which means that it will not 
endorse an individual design. An Austal official said this will 
make foreign sales far more difficult as the two companies' 
designs are dramatically different. He suggested that it might 
be better to market them as separate classes. 

Both LCS manufacturers are committed to building 10 
ships each over the next decade under fixed-price contracts, 
which puts them at risk of having to absorb cost overruns if 
sales abroad don’t meet expectations. 

“It is a challenge to try and sustain a neutrality with two 
very different classes of ship. We have our own strengths and 
weaknesses,” Craig Hooper, vice president of sales, marketing 
and external affairs for Austal, said June 7 at a National 
Defense Industrial Association forum on international LCS 
sales. “The Navy can be so neutral that they end up dumbing 
down the offering to the lowest common denominator and 
that’s no way to make a sale.” 

William Schoenster, director of international military 
sales for the Navy’s LCS program executive office, said it was 
up to foreign navies to decide which design better suits their 
needs. For its part, the Navy will not advocate one design over 
the other, he said. 

“The Navy, in our presentations to foreign navies … we 
are in fact presenting a neutral approach to both ships,” 

Schoenster said. “We are buying both ships because both ships 
fulfill our requirements. There are obviously differences 
between the ships.” 

The Navy opted for a dual-buy strategy when both 
contractors, under pressure to prevail under the previous 
winner-take-all competition, reduced their prices. The LCS is 
seen as a centerpiece of the Navy's future fleet, designed for 
anti-mine and anti-submarine warfare in the littorals. 

But unlike other dual-buy programs like the Ticonderoga-
class missile cruisers, the differences between LCS-1 and 
LCS-2 are immediately apparent. 

Lockheed’s LCS-1 and LCS-3, delivered June 6, are 377-
foot steel mono-hull vessels that resemble traditional surface 
combatants. Austal’s LCS-2 and LCS-4, scheduled for an 
early 2013 delivery, are hulking 400-plus foot long aluminum-
hulled trimarans. 

The disparity has led to questions over why the Navy 
needs two such radically different ships in a single class, 
though many of the mission modules will be interchangeable 
between the two. The projected buy of 55 LCSs will make up 
one-third of the surface combatant fleet. 

At a May 21 Cato Institute forum in Washington, D.C., 
the issue was raised of whether the Navy was buying a 55-ship 
class of LCS or actually buying two, 27-ship classes under one 
title. 

Undersecretary of the Navy Robert O. Work went so far 
as to suggest that after operational testing, the ship designs 
might be segregated by ocean. With high endurance and a 
larger aviation capacity, “maybe over time, the LCS-2 
becomes the Pacific ship,” Work said. 

“The LCS-1 — small, maneuverable, can get into any 
port you can think of in Latin America or Africa, great swarm 
killer, steel hull so if you want to up-gun you can — having 



 

32 
 

these two ships right now, we believe is a tremendous 
advantage.” 

The Navy has so far “exchanged information” with at 
least 31 foreign militaries regarding the LCS, Rear Adm. 
James A. Murdoch, LCS program executive officer, said at the 
NDIA forum. Both ships have experienced cost overruns and 
developmental difficulties but are on the verge of entering 
serial production, which should also drive down cost for 
follow-on vessels, Schoenster said. Foreign sales are a major 
part of the Navy’s plan to bring down the price, he said. 

“We certainly are looking at foreign sales for affordability 
because it does help … the fact that you have additional ships 
being built on top of your U.S. ships,” said Douglas 
Laurendeau, director of business development for ship and 
aviation systems at Lockheed Martin. “It helps with both 
overhead and production cost.” 

When showcasing both designs to potential customers, 
Hooper said the Navy should highlight their differences and 
strengths, rather than remaining neutral. “Let each ship 
promote and show its strengths and go from there, instead of 
trying to make this weird match where we keep saying they’re 
all the same,” Hooper said. “Let’s let them be different classes 
and enjoy that and take pride in it and exploit their 
differences.” 

The two companies are independently marketing their 
designs to foreign customers, said Laurendeau. Foreign 
militaries, he said, might actually benefit from the 
competition. “Our foreign customers are not obligated to pick 
one ship over the other,” he said. “We are in a position where 
we are partners in the U.S. and competitors internationally. 
But I think there is a competitive drive that creates better and 
more affordable solutions for our international customers.” 
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36. Shipyards Adopt New Practices In Aftermath Of Sub Miami Fire 
(NEW LONDON DAY 08 JUN 12) ... Jennifer McDermott 

In the aftermath of the USS Miami fire, all of the public 
shipyards have been told to empty industrial style shop 
vacuum cleaners each shift or remove them from the ship. 

Fire safety and fire fighting response inspections have 
been conducted on ships, with particular attention paid to 
temporary services and the stowage of combustible materials 
on board, officials at the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard said 
Friday. The Navy is reviewing the models of vacuum cleaners 
used on ships and will say what models are authorized by the 
end of June. 

Preliminary findings show that the fire that caused more 
than $400 million in damages to the submarine started in the 
vacuum cleaner used to clean the work site at the end of a 
shift, the shipyard said earlier this week. 

The shipyard said the vacuum was not plugged in or 
defective. The fire apparently started with a heat source being 
vacuumed up and igniting the debris in the vacuum cleaner, 
the shipyard said. 

Electric Boat could not say whether it has changed its 
practices for how vacuum cleaners are used and stored there, 
due to the ongoing investigation, but did say the company 
“takes all appropriate measures to ensure the safety and 
security of the workplace.” 

The Miami (SSN 755) was in a dry dock at the 
Portsmouth Naval Shipyard for maintenance and upgrades 
when it caught fire at 5:41 p.m. May 23 and burned until 3:30 
a.m. the next day. 

The fire damaged the torpedo room, command and 
control spaces and berthing areas. The reactor had been shut 
down for more than two months at the time of the fire, and the 
nuclear propulsion spaces were not affected, according to the 
Navy. No weapons were on board. 

The Navy has estimated repairs to the sub at about $440 
million, or a base of $400 million plus 10 percent due to the 
disruption of other planned work across all naval shipyards 
and the potential need to contract with the private sector. It 
will be repaired at the naval shipyard, according to the Navy. 
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37. Solving Problems On The Cheap 
As budgets shrink, U.S. Navy bets on clever concepts 
(DEFENSE NEWS 11 JUN 12) ... Christopher P. Cavas 

The Pentagon has long invested billions to develop new 
wonder weapons, and the search for the next big thing to spur 
a technological advance is a never-ending quest. But even in a 
modern world full of incredibly complex systems, a good idea 
and old-fashioned brainpower can still do the trick. 

Problem: Some underwater sensors for U.S. Navy 
exercise and testing ranges need to be tethered at a particular 
depth, not placed on the sea floor. But that makes them 
vulnerable to trawl nets from fishermen, which gather up not 
only fish but anything else in the water. 

Solution: a sensor container shaped such that it can 
wriggle out of a trawl net. 

"I spent 20 years working with and designing sonobuoys," 
Patrick McCammon said. "I knew something about 
underwater shapes, and I knew the Navy needed trawl-
resistant sensors." 

McCammon, president of SkySight Technologies in Fort 
Wayne, Ind., and one of the company's 10 employees, said he 
worked through more than 100 shapes over two years before 
coming up with what he calls a scoop-point buoy. Shaped like 
a cylindrical buoy, the bottom end of the cylinder is cut away 
at a sharp angle, and a section above that is scalloped out. 

The result is a patented object dubbed Safe Sensor that 
manages to slither out of the trawl net with ease, as 
demonstrated in an aquarium McCammon had on display at 
the Navy's Opportunity Forum in Washington on June 4-6. 

McCammon developed the Safe Sensor under a $750,000 
Small Business Innovation Research (SBIR) Phase II grant 
from Naval Air Systems Command. Now, he and his new 
technology are partnered as a subcontractor on a prime 
contractor's bid to develop and build a Navy test range 
complex off Jacksonville, Fla. 
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McCammon declined to name the major corporation he's 
partnered with on the range bid, but he pointed to a different 
technology he's developed under another Phase II SBIR grant, 
this one to help the U.S. Army gather mosquitoes, biting flies 
and other insects for research to counteract diseases such as 
malaria and dengue fever. 

As all readers know, the critters are attracted by a human's 
scent — still the best way to catch them. 

"You have to get a soldier to sit and get bit in order to 
collect mosquitoes," McCanunon explained about current 
methods, which also mean the human bait could become 
infected. "In our system, the soldier doesn't get bit." 

SkySight's Insect Collecting Tent Trap features a small 
pup tent where the soldier lies down and lets his odors 
emanate. The only way in for the skeeters is an air-flow 
system that captures but doesn't smash them. 

"They remain intact so Army entomologists can study 
them," McCammon said. 

The tent trap system is being developed under a $750,000 
grant from the Walter Reed Army Institute of Research. The 
hope, McCammon said, is to include the tent trap as part of the 
standard Army entomology kit carried by deploying units. 

Elsewhere at the forum, a company displayed its ideas 
based of shapes far older than buoys. 

"Nature often has the right idea, said Mike Rufo, the 
principal generators or power outlets. 

According to Steve Mapes, director for soldier power at 
the Army's Project Manager for Soldier Warrior at Program 
Executive Office (PEO) Soldier, this evaluation is about to go 
ogre step further with the July deployment to Afghanistan of 
the 173rd Airborne Brigade Combat Team, which has trained 
on upgraded versions of the equipment. 

"What we're trying to do with soldier power is help them 
maintain their current operational tempo and lethality while 
being able to stay out as forward" as possible, all with limited 
resupply and limited battery weight, he said. 

Even with the fight in Afghanistan still very much 
continuing, the Army is looking to tomorrow's operational 
power requirements as well. Garland said he is starting to see 
requirements come in from other theaters. 

"How we fight in Afghanistan is instructive for how we 
will do other missions," he said, which will likely involve 
small units performing counterterrorism operations or training 
and advising missions in austere environments. 

Col. Paul Roege, division chief of the U.S. Army 
Operational Energy Office, said, "We've been engaging the 
NATO partners more and more to understand collectively 
what it is we're trying to achieve," and also how the allies can 
intemperate in the field. 

"I think we're also beginning to be better able to talk to 
the regional commands to get a better sense of what they 
envision in terms of operations, and then talk about how 
energy supports those," Roege said. 

Looking to the future, Roege said he has been pushing 
development of wireless power transfer. As the force prepares 
to adopt a new communications network, and soldiers acquire 
more and more power needs in austere environments, Roege 
said it makes sense to try to untether them from battery 
chargers through some kind of wireless means such as 
aerostats or satellites, or even by direct line of sight beaming, 
to provide enough energy to run non-vehicle applications. 

"Arguably, you could do that today from a physics 
standpoint," he said, "but we haven't really come up with the 
operational concept of how that would work." 

He said he is excited by a capability that the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) has 
demonstrated to transfer significant amounts of energy 
through the air at a distance of several meters, which would 
mean that "soldiers could be charged up while they're using 
those batteries either in vehicles, or standing in a 'hotspot.'" 

The Army has invested about $6 million in research and 
development to reach that goal. The Institute for Soldier 
Nanotechnology at MIT is working on the issue, along with 
the Army's Natick Soldier Research Development and 
Engineering Center. 

But in the end, everyone agrees that it's not simply a 
technological issue. Soldiers and their leaders need to be 
trained to use energy differently. 

"The thing that's really going to make difference is the 
human factor and how people make decisions," Roege said. 
And the training must be done from leadership on down to the 
enlisted rank West Point has started teach operational energy 
awareness to its cadet and some energy management programs 
has been introduced at bas training courses conducted at Fort 
Jackson, S.C. 

The Army's War College, at Carlisle Barracks, Pa., has 
started to engage the faculty in considering the role energy 
plays in strategic-level decisions. In short, Roege said, in the 
future, "flexibility is going to be critical." 
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38. USMC Hopes New Method For Tracking Fatigue Life Will Help Extend Harrier To 2030 
(FLIGHT GLOBAL 09 JUN 12) ... Dave Majumdar 

WASHINGTON -- The U.S. Marine Corps is switching to 
a new way of tracking the fatigue life of its Boeing AV-8B 
Harrier II fleet as it struggles to keep the venerable jump jet in 
service until 2030, the U.S. Naval Air Systems Command 
(NAVAIR) says. But the USMC is also doing what it can to 
keep the Harrier's avionics up-to-date as possible, the service 
says. 

"The AV-8B is completing transition to a fatigue life 
expended model of structural fatigue tracking vice a total 
flight hour model that was used originally," NAVAIR says. 
"This model more effectively tracks the structural health of the 

aircraft by recording actual flight loads experienced instead of 
applying a worst case per flight hour service life penalty." 

Once the transition to the new tracking methodology is 
completed, the USMC expects the AV-8B to remain 
structurally healthy without major modification until after 
2030. "Structural modifications are a fact of life for any aging 
platform, however, as the predictive models must continuously 
evolve to keep pace with actual aircraft employment, emergent 
structural modifications/repairs will most certainly persist 
through end of service, independent of the actual date," 
NAVAIR says. 
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While the Harrier is structurally sound, securing a supply 
of spare parts has proven to be challenging for NAVAIR. "The 
focus is on development of an effective strategy that provides 
improved near/mid-term availability of high and low demand 
repairable and consumable material requirements to maintain 
readiness goals while providing long-term sustainment," 
NAVAIR says. 

The problem was partially solved by purchasing 72 
surplus BAE Systems GR9 Harriers, spare parts and 
associated support equipment from the UK. The UK aircraft 
and their associated hardware were transferred to the U.S. over 
a period of five months, NAVAIR says. The addition of the 
British hardware to the supply chain will help the USMC 
sustain the Harrier to 2030. Previously, the lack of spares 
posed a real threat to the service's continued operation of the 
type. 

"The sale of these [aircraft] supplies critically needed AV-
8B aircraft parts," NAVAIR says. "Many of these parts are 
obsolete with no source of manufacture. As a result, the 
USMC has realized an immediate improvement in readiness." 

Moreover, NAVAIR says: "Future capability is enhanced 
by the ability to maintain aircraft operability that would be 
otherwise be threatened by a dearth of necessary parts." 

But contrary to media reports, the USMC never had any 
intention of flying the British jets. Nor did the service ever 
consider replacing the Boeing F/A-18D fleet with the GR9. 
"The USMC operation of UK Harriers was not under 
consideration," NAVAIR says. 

Other NAVAIR Harrier sustainment efforts include 
entering into new contracts to improve the overhaul of 
repairable spare parts and long-term agreements for the supply 
of consumables. 

"It is important to note, with the introduction of the 
additional material from the UK GR9 acquisition, the 

programme office is acutely sensitive to the fragility of the 
supplier/industrial base as the UK leaves the Harrier 
community and reduces the worldwide Harrier market to three 
remaining nations (U.S., Spain, and Italy)," NAVAIR says. 
"As a result, the programme office is taking a 'disciplined' 
approach to the infusion of the material into the U.S. supply 
system." 

Meanwhile, the USMC is doing what it can to keep the 
AV-8B's avionics relevant to 2030. 

"Continuing modernization of the AV-8B is a must to 
reach the out of service date, both from a mission systems 
combat relevancy perspective and a survivability perspective," 
says Major William Maples, Harrier requirements officer at 
USMC headquarters. "The aircraft is funded for improvements 
to the Operational Flight Program (OFP), Required Navigation 
Performance/Area Navigation (RNP/RNAV) capability, and 
digital cockpit recorder over the next four years." 

The effort is designed to ensure that the Harrier is 
digitally interoperable with the Marine Air Ground Task Force 
(MAGTF), Maples says. The Harrier is a vital part of a Marine 
Expeditionary Unit (MEU) as its only fixed-wing combat 
aircraft. "The Harrier community will continue to bear a 
proportional load of Marine Expeditionary Unit and overseas 
contingency operations deployments through the end of its 
service life," he says. 

The USMC has not ruled out future upgrades to the jet, 
and the AV-8B Joint Systems Support Activity at China Lake, 
California, continues to look for improvements that could be 
added to the aircraft. But "additional funding will need to be 
identified in future budgetary cycles to continue improvements 
to the avionics and survivability suites currently employed in 
the Harrier," Maples says. 
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39. GAO: Costs Of Europe Force Changes Unknown 
(STARS AND STRIPES 09 JUN 12) ... Jennifer H. Svan 

KAISERSLAUTERN, Germany -- The Department of 
Defense has yet to fully calculate the cost of significant force 
posture changes in Europe, including the withdrawal of two 
combat brigades and a plan to permanently station four Aegis-
class destroyers in Spain, a Government Accountability Office 
report concludes. 

The GAO reviewed the two DOD decisions affecting 
forces in Europe at the request of the Senate Armed Services 
Committee, according to the report, examining the extent to 
which the Defense Department analyzed the associated costs 
and savings. 

In reviewing the Army reductions in Europe, the GAO 
report said the full cost savings from eliminating two combat 
brigades in Germany can’t be determined until the Defense 
Department better defines its plans for rotating forces to the 
region from the United States. 

“The general sense is, if you bring forces home, it saves 
the government money over time,” said John Pendleton, GAO 
Defense Capabilities and Management director and a lead 
author of the report, released this week. But DOD officials 
have told Congress that “there are costs associated with 
bringing troops home,” such as the need for more troop 
rotations overseas, he said. 

“I think it’s fair to say the department made the decision 
to return forces from Europe before they worked out the 
details on how they’re going to do the rotations,” Pendleton 
said. 

GAO staffers aren’t saying those details should have been 
worked out ahead of time, Pendleton said, but it’s important 
“they start to decide now,” for transparency, planning and 
budgeting purposes. “You don’t want to give an installation 
back,” and then not have a place to house rotating troops, for 
example, he said. 

“It’s certainly expensive to have people forward-
stationed. It’s also expensive to pick them up from the United 
States and carry them forward to do training,” he said. 

The review comes as the Pentagon looks to rebalance its 
forces overseas, to reflect new strategic priorities and save 
money in the face of budgetary pressures. Some lawmakers in 
Washington have expressed a desire to see more base closures 
abroad, particularly in Europe. 

In addition to the troop drawdown, the Defense 
Department announced last year that the U.S. will 
permanently station four Aegis-equipped ships at Naval 
Station Rota – two ships in fiscal 2014 and two in fiscal 2015, 
the GAO report notes. The ships are to support President 
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Barack Obama’s phased, adaptive approach for missile 
defense in Europe. 

The Navy considered two other options: deploying ships 
to the region from U.S. bases, or deploying ships to the region 
and rotating crews from U.S. bases, according to the report. 

“The Navy concluded that forward stationing ships was 
the most efficient option, but GAO found that it did not fully 
consider the option to rotate crews from U.S. bases and, in a 
classified analysis, it used different assumptions for forward 
stationing versus deploying from the United States,” the report 
says. 

The review found the Navy’s analysis to be “inconsistent 
and incomplete.” 

Basing ships in Rota may be the “most straightforward, 
expeditious way” to support the Navy’s ballistic missile 
defense mission in the region, Pendleton said, but “they could 
not show us the full costs over the long term.” 

The Navy said keeping forces and ships in Rota requires 
significantly fewer ships overall in the fleet to meet European 
missile defense requirements, Pendleton said. But the Navy’s 
analysis didn’t account for the long-term maintenance costs of 
keeping ships at a forward location, which can be higher than 
for ships stateside, he said. 

The GAO report also said the Navy provided little 
documentation for its analysis of the rotational crews’ option, 
one that avoids permanently relocating ship crews and their 
families. 

“GAO recommends that DOD conduct a comprehensive 
cost analysis associated with the Navy’s decision to station 
ships in Rota, assess options and costs related to rotating 
forces in Europe, and clarify roles and responsibilities” for 
collecting cost data, the agency said in a summary of its 
recommendations. 

In a response, attached to the GAO report, DOD officials 
disagreed with the study’s recommendation “that additional 
analysis is required to evaluate ballistic missile defense 
requirements in the Mediterranean.” 

“The Navy is implementing the most cost effective option 
– forward basing ships in Rota – to provide ballistic missile 
defense and to meet the demand for large surface combatants’ 
presence,” DOD said. 

“There are no plans for any changes or delay with regard 
to our ships to Rota, Spain, as part of the European Phased 
Adaptive Approach,” Pentagon spokeswoman Cmdr. Wendy 
Snyder said in an email Friday. 

Regarding the Army’s planned force reduction in Europe, 
the DOD concurred with the agency’s recommendation that it 
identify and assess options to rotate forces in Europe and their 
associated costs. DOD noted that the Army is currently 
studying costs and options for rotating personnel and 
equipment through Europe for training and exercises with 
allies and partners. 

The GAO report said the planned Army reductions in 
Europe — including the removal of two heavy brigade combat 
teams, a corps headquarters and various combat support and 
service support units — will likely save money, but to what 
extent is uncertain. 

A 2010 Army analysis found $2 billion in savings over 10 
years by returning forces from Germany, but assumed that 
facilities estimated at $800 million would need to be built in 
the United States to house them. 

But in February, it was announced that the 170th Infantry 
Brigade in Baumholder and the 172nd Separate Infantry 
Brigade in Grafenwöhr and Schweinfurt would be eliminated 
from the Army’s force structure as part of larger end-strength 
reductions. 

“Given this force structure reduction, the savings to the 
Army and DOD could be billions more because the costs of 
manning and equipping two brigade combat teams (with 
approximately 4,000 personnel each), among other units, 
would no longer be incurred,” the report says. 

But the same 2010 Army analysis said it could potentially 
cost the Army about $1 billion over 10 years to rotate two 
brigade combat teams to Europe twice a year. Army officials 
told the GAO team, however, that they are considering 
rotating smaller formations, such as companies or battalion-
size elements, the report says. 

Decisions about the size and frequency of those rotations 
“will be a key cost driver,” the GAO report says. “Costs will 
be incurred not only to pay for the rotations, but assumptions 
about these rotations will also be used to decide which Army 
installations in Europe to retain.” 

Return to Index 
 
 

BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
40. Navy Aims PR Campaign At War’s Bicentennial 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 08 JUN 12) ... Brock Vergakis 

NORFOLK, Va. — The Navy is targeting the War of 
1812 bicentennial celebrations with a public relations 
campaign to help reconnect Americans with the importance of 
their naval service after recent surveys have shown other 
branches of the military are seen as more important to national 
defense. 

After a decade of war in landlocked countries, the Navy 
has been frustrated with its inability to effectively convey its 
message that its ships are an active war fighting force that 
have been involved in the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan as well 
as serving as a deterrent in other regions around the globe. 

In June 2011, a national Gallup survey showed that the 
Navy ranked fourth — just ahead of the Coast Guard — in 
terms of prestige and importance to national defense. That 

survey was taken after the high-profile killing of Osama bin 
Laden by Navy SEALs. 

The image problem can affect recruiting as well as the 
Navy’s ability to secure funding when it competes with other 
branches that may have broader support from the public. 

The Navy is choosing the War of 1812 for a major public 
outreach campaign because its victory over the mighty British 
fleet in what is often called the “second war for independence” 
marked the dawn of U.S. naval power. 

Among other things, the war was sparked by British 
attempts to restrict U.S. trade. The Navy likes to remind 
people that today 90 percent of international trade travels via 
the sea and that its ships protect shipping lanes from hostile 
countries as well as modern-day pirates. 
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“The same tenets of 1812 apply to today and we’re using 
this opportunity to get that message out so the people our 
country know when they invest in our Navy that it’s for good 
reason and good cause,” said Rear Adm. Herman Shelanski, 
commander of the Norfolk-based Carrier Strike Group 10. 

In a January message to Sailors around the world, Chief 
of Naval Operations Adm. Jonathan Greenert noted that 
Sailors make up less than 1 percent of the U.S. population and 
that citizens are less likely to have personal connections with 
Sailors than they were in the past. The Navy also has difficulty 
communicating its message in the American heartland away 
from its fleet concentrations on the East and West coasts. 

“While Americans like and appreciate the importance of 
their Navy, they do not truly understand the Navy’s mission 
and its importance,” Greenert wrote. “In 2012, the 
bicentennial of the War of 1812 provides a powerful platform 
from which to launch an informative outreach campaign.” 

The Navy has spent several years preparing for the 
bicentennial celebration, which will last through 2015. Major 
celebrations have already taken place in New Orleans and 
New York. More are to come in Baltimore, Boston and in 
cities along the Great Lakes. The Navy has launched a website 
dedicated to the bicentennial celebration, including a video 
narrated by actor Richard Dreyfuss, and has a bicentennial 
social media campaign as well. 

“We’ve been working on this for a long time,” Adm. John 
Harvey, commander of U.S. Fleet Forces Command in 

Norfolk, said last fall in announcing that the Blue Angels 
would perform in Virginia as part of the commemoration 
ceremonies. “The Navy is all in on this event.” 

On Friday, an international armada of tall ships sailed into 
Norfolk for a bicentennial celebration and a narrator outlined 
the history of the War of 1812 over loudspeakers to thousands 
in attendance. The parade of ships was broadcast live on local 
television stations which pointed out the war’s history and the 
Navy’s importance of it. 

Actors in period costumes mingled with onlookers in 
shorts and sunglasses along the waterfront as tall ships floated 
near modern Navy ships and warplanes roared overhead. Just 
as with its Fleet Week celebrations around the country, the 
Navy ships are being opened up for public tours. In non-
coastal cities, the Navy launched a new program this year to 
match 50 senior officer, civilian and enlisted leaders with 50 
cities across the country for several days of high-level talks 
with leaders in those areas, in part, to generate media 
coverage. 

Even in Norfolk, home to the world’s largest naval base, 
the Navy feels it can make progress in explaining its mission. 

“Even though it’s a hometown game,” Shelanski said, “I 
think we’re still gaining as much ground in educating the 
citizens here about who we are and what we do as much as 
New York, Boston or Baltimore, which don’t have a 
continuous naval presence.” 
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41. OpSail Gets Off To Dramatic Start As Tall Ship Eagle Leads Parade Of Sail 
(NEWPORT NEWS DAILY PRESS 09 JUN 12) ... Sam McDonald 

ON BOARD THE USCG EAGLE— It was a spectacle 
Tim Leighton will never forget. 

As the tall ships of the OpSail 2012 Parade of Sail cruised 
toward him, his eyes feasted on a horizon brimming with boats 
of all descriptions. 

"This is amazing, the most exciting parade we've seen," 
the Hampton resident gushed, speaking over a cell phone. As 
his own sailboat Magic cruised alongside the U.S. Coast 
Guard tall ship Eagle he tried to drink it all in. "It's the most 
magnificent sight I've ever seen on the water here, maybe that 
I'll ever see." 

The escort fleet, a group of private pleasure craft 
authorized to usher the tall ships into harbor, numbered nearly 
200. It was Leighton's job to organize and direct them. Almost 
as many other private boats were motoring nearby allowing a 
close-up view of the parade as it turned the corner past Fort 
Monroe and headed toward downtown Norfolk. After a few 
tense moments, Leighton was able to herd the group in the 
right direction. 

"I would be lying if I said it wasn't stressful," he admitted. 
"A lot of people don't read instructions that well, but it all 
worked out … I'm thrilled to be here." 

Joy riders invited aboard the Eagle were also beaming. 
They said the parade lived up to its billing as a rare treat. Cool 
temperatures and warm sunshine made it the perfect day for a 
spring cruise. The wind didn't co-operate completely, but ships 
were able to set sails for at least part of the course. More than 
20 tall ships from America and around the globe participated 
in the signature element of OpSail's Virginia stop. 

One of the passengers was Williamsburg's Tyler 
Zminkowski, a 16-year-old Warhill High student who earned a 
spot on board by writing an OpSail-award-winning essay titled 
"What the Star-Spangled Banner Means to Me." 

"This is so great," Zminkowski said, peering out over the 
bow of the Eagle. The 295-foot barque had just cruised by the 
much larger USS Wasp, a towering amphibious assault ship. 
The Wasp's crew lined up along its flight deck as the parade 
passed. "I thought it was nice how they lined up and did the 
salute." The young man was unfazed by the fact that the 
Eagle's sails were being used mostly for visual impact. "Eh," 
he said. "We've got motors. Don't tell anybody." 

The Eagle's 220 crew members and cadets managed to 
keep the ship on course, unfurl sails and adjust rigging while 
also answering questions and chatting with guests on board. 

"I didn't know what to expect," said Ron Stephens from 
Fayetteville, N.C. Stephens, a colonel in the Army stationed at 
Fort Bragg, got an invitation to ride on Eagle through his son, 
a cadet serving aboard the famous vessel. "I knew I'd be on a 
big ship and we were going to float into harbor for a big 
celebration, but this is much more than I expected it to be." 

What impressed him? "All the different parts coming 
together to get us where we needed to be. It was an incredible 
display of teamwork." 

Eagle had the honor of leading Friday's parade and 
nobody was more proud of that fact than the ship's captain, 
Eric Jones. When in command of other Coast Guard vessels in 
the 1990s, he lived in the Western Branch neighborhood of 
Chesapeake. In a way, he was coming home. 
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Also, Jones noted that OpSail marks the bicentennial of 
the War of 1812. Several important actions of that conflict 
took place in Hampton Roads. "All that rich history, a lot of it 
happened right here." 

Jones first sailed on Eagle in Virginia as a first-class cadet 
in 1986. Now, 26 years later, he was captain of the ship and 
navigating through those same waters. "It's mind boggling," he 
said. 

He was glad to see so many of Eagle's sister tall ships 
from foreign nations together again. The last time they 
intersected was in 2010 during celebrations of the bicentennial 
of South American independence. "To have all these ships 
together again is fantastic, a real treat." 

A treat, yes. Also, a surprise. An event like the Parade of 
Sail creates unexpected moments for those on board the tall 
ships. 

Before the parade got underway around 7 a.m., the 
distinctive bleat of a bagpipe could be heard. A lone piper was 
playing "She's a Grand Old Flag" from the deck of an orange-
colored Virginia Pilot boat motoring nearby. 

A few moments later, a strange-looking ultra-light aircraft 
attached to a dinghy buzzed the skies above Eagle as it cruised 
along Thimble Shoals channel. Even old salts on board the 

Eagle pointed, laughed and snapped photos. "That's different," 
said Coast Guard officer Carlos Hernandez. "That's 
homemade, I bet. Where do I get one?" 

Arriving at the Norfolk's Town Point Park right on time at 
noon, the Eagle was met with a display of pageantry in the 
water and in the sky. Fighter jets soared past. A helicopter 
with an American flag dangling below it swooped past. The 
schooner Virginia blasted a cannon salute as it flew an 1812 
version of Old Glory as fire boats sent streams of water 
arching high into the air. 

Through a carefully coordinated maritime ballet, giant tall 
ships, includingColombia's249-foot Gloria, executed a soft 
turn around the harbor and landed gracefully in berths at Town 
Point Park. 

All of this and more gave the guests aboard Eagle plenty 
to smile about. 

Although 16-year-old Zminkowski and his dad got up at 1 
a.m. in order to be in position to meet Eagle on time Friday 
morning, the teenager said he had no regrets. 

"Yes, it was worth it, definitely," he said. "I'm a little 
tired. I'm going to crash tonight, but this has been an amazing 
experience." 
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42. Baltimore’s Sailabration Salutes War Of 1812 Bicentennial 
(WASHINGTON POST 08 JUN 12) ... Christina Barron 

Nearly 200 years ago, fear spread through Baltimore 
when 40 British ships came up the Chesapeake Bay, aiming to 
sail into the city’s harbor. 

Another flotilla will arrive Wednesday, but this time no 
cannons will be at the ready. Baltimore is playing host to a 
six-day “Star-Spangled Sailabration,” a maritime fete of the 
bicentennial of the War of 1812 and the writing of “The Star-
Spangled Banner.” 

More than 40 “gray hulls” and tall ships will dock at the 
Inner Harbor and nearby neighborhoods to mark the week that 
a young country declared war on the world’s greatest naval 
power. 

The event, part of a multi-city tour, will feature visits 
onboard U.S. naval ships and those from Ecuador, Indonesia 
and, yes, even Britain. 

Sailabration also is a chance to discover, or rediscover, 
the Inner Harbor, Fells Point and Federal Hill, all within 
walking distance of most of the ships. So after the deck tours, 
take time to explore neighborhood restaurants, shops and 
museums. 

The people of Baltimore kept out the onetime British 
invaders, but their 21st-century counterparts are much more 
inviting. Click the links above to get information on what to 
see in those neighborhoods. 

Sailabration Marks Bicentennial Of The War Of 1812 
And ‘The Star-Spangled Banner’ 

Military maritime vessels have evolved from 19th-century 
wood and sail to the steel ships that are more awesome than 
elegant. If you want to get onboard these massive “gray hulls” 
during Sailabration, you’ll have to get through some military 
red tape. 

Piers at North Locust Point, normally not open to the 
public, will house six ships that offer tours. Visitors must ride 
free shuttles that depart and return to M&T Bank Stadium. 

The USS Fort McHenry, a dock landing ship, will be 
berthed near her namesake. The ship, which was 
commissioned in 1987, has been part of disaster-relief efforts 
around the world, including those after the Exxon Valdez oil 
spill, the 2004 Indian Ocean tsunami and the 2010 earthquake 
in Haiti. At 610 feet — the size of two football fields — the 
Fort McHenry dwarfs its 19th-century counterparts. 

Great Britain, which has gone from enemy to staunch ally 
since the War of 1812, has sent the RFA Argus to the 
Baltimore festivities. The Argus, which was converted from a 
container ship to a military vessel, was equipped with 100 
hospital beds during the first Gulf War and has treated war 
wounded ever since. She also helps in disaster situations and is 
headed to the Caribbean to offer assistance in case of 
hurricanes. 

If you choose to bypass the gray hulls at North Locust 
Point, you can visit the JCG Kojima, a Japanese Coast Guard 
training ship, at Tide Point (tours only June 16). The area, 
which is between the Inner Harbor and Locust Point, is 
accessible by water taxi with minimal street parking. 

Dining and shopping options in this industrial part of 
town are very limited, so after checking out the ships it’s 
better to head to Federal Hill. East Cross Street features 
several lunch and dinner spots, including Ryleigh’s Oyster. 
The restaurant, known for its raw bar, also offers the bivalve 
in a po’boy, taco and stew. Maryland’s beloved blue crabs are 
well represented, and the non-seafood eater has sandwich and 
salad options. Area shopping includes Pandora’s Box, a tiny 
Cross Street gift shop packed with jewelry, accessories and 
home decor. Nearby Charles Street also features several art 
galleries. 

If it’s eclectic art you want, the American Visionary Art 
Museum is one-stop viewing and shopping. The museum’s 
current exhibition, “All Things Round: Galaxies, Eyeballs & 
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Karma,” offers works in toothpick, paper plate, light bulb and 
even a few traditional media. The museum’s gift shop is an 
attraction in and of itself. Sideshow, on the first floor of the 
museum, has artwork, crafts and loads of toys and novelties 
you never knew you needed. If you typically eat at museums 
only in desperate moments, the on-site Mr. Rain’s Fun House 
will be a shock to the system. Think wild boar and pheasant 
sausages. The restaurant’s rooftop terrace, with its views of 
the Inner Harbor, will be a coveted spot during Sailabration. 

Federal Hill Park, which overlooks the museum and 
harbor, also offers an excellent vantage point for watching the 
Parade of Sail on Wednesday at 11:15 a.m. 

Whether you see one ship or dozens, you can’t get the full 
bicentennial experience without visiting Fort McHenry. The 
star-shaped fort was the target of British warships during the 
Battle of Baltimore on Sept. 13-14, 1814. The British aimed to 
sail into Baltimore’s harbor but first had to get by McHenry’s 
guns. So they bombarded the fort for 25 hours. When the guns 
stopped and a young Frances Scott Key saw the huge flag 
flying over the fort, it inspired him to write what would 
become known as “The Star-Spangled Banner.” 

The original flag is on display at the National Museum of 
American History, but the fort remains. Its buildings are set up 
with 19th-century furnishings, and recordings tell the story of 
those militiamen who defended the city. The fort’s visitors 
center, new last year, features a short movie about the battle 
and an exhibition that puts the war in context. The grounds 
also provide a panoramic view of Baltimore’s modern port. 

The fort itself and its visitors center will be closed June 
15-16 for air shows featuring the Blue Angels, so to get the 
full experience you must visit on a different day. 

Consider checking out the fort June 18, 200 years from 
the day the United States declared war on Britain. Instead of 
focusing on war, Fort McHenry is staging a “Declaration of 
Peace” with dignitaries from Britain and Canada, military 
bands and the fort’s fife and drum corps. 

Details On Sailabration Events: 
Ship Tours 
When: Thursday-June 18, hours vary by location. 
Where: Baltimore’s Inner Harbor, Fells Point, Fort 

McHenry and Locust Point/Federal Hill neighborhoods. 
How much: Free 
Air Show 
What: The Navy’s Blue Angels are the highlight of the 

show, which also features four other acts. 
When: June 16-17, 1-4 p.m. 
Where: Best viewing is at Fort McHenry, 2400 E. Fort 

Ave. (concert and fireworks to follow); alternative site is at 
MedStar Harbor Hospital, 3001 S. Hanover St. The public can 
watch the aircraft take off and land at Martin State Airport, 
701 Wilson Point Rd. 

How much: Free 
Sailabration Villages 
What: Music, kids activities, cooking demonstrations, 

food. 
When: Thursday, 11 a.m.-6 p.m.; June 15-16, 11 a.m.-9 

p.m.; June 17-18, 11 a.m.-6 p.m. 
Where: Inner Harbor (with a small village in Fells Point) 
How much: Entertainment, activities and demonstrations 

are free; food is for sale. 
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43. Detroit Museum To Host Navy's War Of 1812 Display 
Dossin Great Lakes Museum in Detroit to display U.S. Navy's War of 1812 travelling mini-exhibit 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 10 JUN 12) 

DETROIT - The National Museum of the United States 
Navy's travelling mini-exhibit on the War of 1812 is coming 
to Detroit next weekend. 

Called "War of 1812: A Nation Forged by War," the 
display commemorates the conflict's 200-year anniversary. 

It will be featured at nearly 200 locations across the U.S. 
and Canada. 

The display opens Saturday at the Dossin Great Lakes 
Museum on Belle Isle. 

"War of 1812: A Nation Forged by War" highlights the 
roles the U.S. Navy, U.S. Marine Corps and the U.S. Revenue 
Cutter Service played in getting Great Britain to the 
negotiating table and tells the stories of U.S. Navy crews in 
battles on the oceans and Great Lakes. 
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44. A New Berth, And Rebirth, For The Battleship Iowa 
With Sailors, elected officials and regular civilians waving from shore, the fabled vessel docks at its new 
permanent home in San Pedro, where it will become a museum. 
(LOS ANGELES TIMES 10 JUN 12) ... Martha Groves 

As a fireboat shot plumes of water and crowds waved 
jubilantly from the shore, the battleship Iowa docked at its 
new permanent home at Berth 87 on the San Pedro waterfront 
Saturday, where the historic war horse will become a floating 
museum. 

Hundreds of elected officials, regular civilians and Sailors 
who served on the ship during World War II were on deck as 
the Iowa, pulled and guided by tugboats because it no longer 
has power of its own, completed its final 3.4-nautical-mile 
journey through Los Angeles Harbor. 

"This is my first time aboard since 1946," said Bob Dedic, 
who served from 1944 to 1946 and sported a cap he had 

bought at the ship's store more than six decades ago. He 
recalled wild storms, including one typhoon in which he 
feared the vessel would capsize. He also remembered calmer 
days, when Sailors would jump into the ocean for a swim, 
while back on deck other Sailors would shoot at sharks to keep 
them away from those frolicking in the water. 

Every day that he was on board, Dedic recalled, "I wrote 
my sweetheart." He married her too, and Eleanor Dedic, his 
wife of 66 years, was with him Saturday, along with their two 
daughters and a granddaughter. 

The biggest U.S. battleship ever built, the 45,000-ton 
Iowa is known as the "battleship of presidents." 
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In November 1943, the Iowa carried President Franklin 
Roosevelt to a crucial meeting with Winston Churchill, Joseph 
Stalin and Chiang Kai-shek in Tehran. The bathtub with rails 
that was installed for FDR's use will be on display when the 
museum is opened.President Ronald Reagan boarded the Iowa 
on July 4, 1986, for Liberty Weekend, the celebration of the 
restoration and centenary of the Statue of Liberty in New York 
City. In 1989, President George H.W. Bush joined the crew 
and families of the Iowa at a memorial service for 47 crew 
members killed in the ship's greatest tragedy, a gun turret 
explosion in the Caribbean. 

Others on board Saturday had their own memories of the 
ship. 

Joseph Aguilar, 85, of East Los Angeles showed off a 
still-crooked finger — the result, he said, of an accident on 
board in 1946. He also remembered how he spent his first 
night on the Iowa: "In the stern, feeding the fish. I was so sick. 
This thing pitches and rolls." 

There were a few pitches and rolls at Saturday's event too. 
There was no ramp to get on board, meaning even 

octogenarian veterans had to climb a steep flight of stairs. 
Dedic, who gets around with a walker, had to be lifted by 
volunteers. 

At the other end of the short journey, as people were 
eager to disembark after hours in the sun, a problem with tying 
the ship to the dock prolonged the short cruise by nearly two 
hours. 

But many in San Pedro said they weren't complaining. 
Bungy Hedley said that the arrival of the Iowa, which had 

been docked temporarily at Berths 51-52 since arriving from 
San Francisco Bay last month, has invigorated the community. 
"The town is like [it has] awakened," she said. 

Rep. Janice Hahn, who represents the area, said she hopes 
the ship's presence will boost San Pedro's waterfront as a 
tourist attraction and improve its economy, goals city officials 
have been working on, with limited success, for decades. 

She said that on her first day in Congress last year, she 
marched into the office of the secretary of the Navy and told 
him: "I expect the Iowa to be in Los Angeles." 

Los Angeles City Councilman Dennis Zine was doing his 
part. He said he spent more than $200 on souvenir T-shirts, 
hats and windbreakers. He also took about 900 photographs, 
he said. 

"This is a historical event," he said. "The port has been a 
silent giant for so long." 

Other dignitaries on board Saturday included L.A. Mayor 
Antonio Villaraigosa, several other members of the City 
Council and actor Bernie Kopell. Best known for his role as 
"Doc" on the television show "The Love Boat," Kopell served 
on the Iowa in the 1950s as the ship's librarian. 

Still, many on board noted that the Iowa needs a lot of 
work to be shipshape. The teak decks alone, now dotted with 
plywood, need "$5 million of effort," said Nate Jones, founder 
and director of the Pacific Battleship Center, which is raising 
funds to restore the ship and operate the museum. 

Norm Stricklin, of Norco, a master-at-arms in the Navy 
Reserve, said he was thrilled to see the crowds. He noted that 
he had served in Afghanistan in 2009 and 2010, and seeing the 
appreciation of the people "made it worth it." 

As the boat was pushed in to the dock, the ship's 
loudspeakers blasted Randy Newman's "I Love L.A." "This is 
a great military event," said Air Force Col. Richard E. Nolan, 
who is stationed at Los Angeles Air Force Base. He was there 
with his three sons, Jacob, 12, Nathan, 11, and Zachary, 10. 
"I'm telling my sons this is part of U.S. history and hoping 
they will someday bring their children to see it." 

The Pacific Battleship Center plans to recommission the 
ship July 4 and hold the first public tours three days later. For 
ticketing information, see the Pacific Battleship Center 
website. 
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45. Thousands Cope With Traffic, Heat To See First Day Of Minnesota Air Spectacular 
(MANKATO (MN) FREE PRESS 09 JUN 12) ... Brian Ojanpa 

MANKATO — Pat Page and Kathy Ritchie, umbrellas 
shielding them from a searing sun, staked out a spot at near the 
Mankato Regional Airport hangars Saturday morning. 

As planes dived and rolled in a cloudless sky the Hastings 
residents were riffing on what they were seeing at the 
Minnesota Air Spectacular. 

“It’s amazing what they can do,” said Ritchie, who was 
attending her first air show and was drawn to Mankato by the 
headline act, the Blue Angels precision flight squad. 

Page, who’s attended air shows before, took a broader 
view of the day. 

“It’s like the Minnesota State Fair,” she said. “It’s a great 
Minnesota get-together.” 

Thousands of spectators — the day’s tally has yet to be 
finalized — began pouring onto the airport grounds a couple 
of hours before the five-hour show began at 11 a.m. 

Among the early arrivals were Harold and Jo Lukanen of 
Lonsdale. Harold Lukanen said they’ve been to dozens of air 
shows, including three in Mankato. 

“It’s kind of a tradition for us to go to these,” said Harold 
Lukanen, a pilot himself. 

“I don’t have a plane, but my buddy lets me fly his 
Cessna 172.” 

That type of aircraft had no place in Saturday’s show, 
which offered a buffet of eye-candy acts culminating with the 
Blue Angels. 

Never mind that one of the pilots had to land due to 
mechanical problems, the other five jets seamlessly closed 
ranks and continued their maneuvers. 

Air show co-organizer Eric Jones said aside from some 
minor glitches the event went off without a hitch. 

Air Spectacular co-chairman Fred Lutz said before the 
show that he and co-chairman Dick Kottom have been 
coordinating air shows since the 1970s and didn’t anticipate 
any surprises. 

“We’ve been through it before. Our biggest worry was the 
weather, but it looks like the weather won’t be a problem.” 

Despite 90-degree temperatures, a stiff breeze and 
relatively low humidity made the day passably comfortable. 

Even so, a line to fill water bottles from a multiple-spigot 
trough stretched more than 100 feet, and medical tent staff 
were kept busy tending to people with heat-related issues. 
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“It was nothing out of the ordinary. It was about what we 
expected,” said medical services coordinator Eric Weller. 

He said two people with heat exhaustion were taken to the 
Mankato hospital, with 30-40 others rehydrated and soothed 
on site with IVs, water and ice packs. 

Traffic to the airport generally flowed smoothly and 
without long delays except for motorists coming from the 
south. 

At 10:30 a.m. the line of cars stretched from the airport to 
the River Hills Mall area in Mankato, a distance of nearly five 
miles. 

“It took us an hour from Menards to here,” Minnesota 
Lake resident Hope Thursdale said as she and her family 
watched the show. 

Her husband Grant said the traffic logjam was vexing but 
there was no way his wife was going to miss seeing the Blue 
Angels. 

He said years ago his wife, from New Orleans, was in the 
Reserve Officers Training Corps there when she talked a Blue 
Angels pilot into taking her for a ride. 

Then her commanding officer caught wind of it and that 
was that, so Saturday’s viewing of the jet squadron was the 
next best thing. 

Air shows are a populist diversion attracting all manner of 
people. That said, seeing a group of traditionally garbed 
Amish enjoying the show Saturday was a head-turner. 

The group of about a dozen men and women came by van 
from their 20-family Amish enclave near Bertha, north of 
Alexandria. 

Group member Ivan Yoder said it was a nice break from 
work and chores. 

“It’s kind of like a family vacation.” 
The Minnesota Air Spectacular reprises its performances 

starting at 11 a.m. today.   
View Gallery 
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46. Washington Redskins Visit Norfolk 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 08 JUN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class SW Tamekia L. Perdue, Navy Public Affairs 
Support Element, Norfolk 

NORFOLK -- Washington Redskins football players and 
their cheerleaders, the "Ambassadors," visited Sailors aboard 
Naval Station (NS) Norfolk during their 'Thank You Tour,' 
June 8. 

Redskins football players DeAngelo Hall, Christopher 
Baker, Douglas Worthington, and Dearrel Young visited 
Norfolk as part of the tour which honors the Washington 
Redskins' 80th Anniversary and to also give fans an 
opportunity to meet the players during an autograph signing 
and photo session. 

"Having the players here shows that the Redskins give 
back to the community," said Intelligence Specialist 3rd Class 
Michael Jarvis from U.S. Fleet Forces. "It shows their 
appreciation for what we do, and that they do care about their 
fans." 

Jarvis said having the players and the Ambassadors 
aboard NS Norfolk was a large morale booster for those who 
aren't able to attend any games. He said Sailors had the 
opportunity to see their favorite players, and he felt very 
excited to be a part of the event. 

"I appreciate them taking time out of their busy practice 
schedule to come out here to say thank you to all of us," said 
Jarvis. 

For Defensive Back DeAngelo Hall, a Chesapeake, Va., 
native, and Virginia Tech student, coming to Norfolk was not 
only important because of the tour, but because he had a 
chance to come back to his roots. 

"I got a chance to see my mom and get out here to show 
support. Anytime that I can get back home, I love the 
opportunity," said Hall. 

Hall also expressed how even though he is an NFL star 
and many people do look up to him, service members hold a 
special place in his heart, and he feels that service members 
are the true heroes. 

"You guys are the real heroes, not us. We look up to you 
and respect you so much, and we wish we could do more," 
said Hall. 

As part of the 80th Anniversary Thank You Tour the 
players, coaches, and cheerleaders provided a fan-friendly pep 
rally for all of those in attendance. The players and the 
Redskins' Ambassadors finished the tour with a shout out to 
all the Sailors and a 'Go Navy, Beat Army'. 
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47. NSSF Sailors Volunteer at Therapeutic Horse Riding Center 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 08 JUN 12) ... Commander, Submarine Group 2 Public Affairs 

OLD LYME, Conn. -- Sailors assigned to Naval 
Submarine Support Facility at Naval Submarine Base New 
London volunteered at High Hopes Therapeutic Riding, Inc., 
June 8, in preparation for their annual signature event 
featuring Orchestra New England in Old Lyme. 

Electronics Technician Second Class Daniel Schwab, who 
is assigned to NSSF, decided he wanted to get involved in the 
community around SUBASE New London several years ago. 

When he was pursuing volunteer projects during his off-
duty hours, he found a pleasant horse riding facility that 
specializes in helping children and adults with an array of 
physical and mental disabilities. 

"As soon as I started volunteering here, I fell in love with 
the work and people immediately," said Schwab. 

The High Hopes will be hosting an event called 
"Symphony" which will feature the renowned Orchestra New 
England along with famous underwater explorer Dr. Robert 
Ballard. 

To assist High Hopes with this endeavor, Schwab realized 
that a lot of physical labor would be required to put together 
such an event and organized volunteers to erect the staging 
and other equipment related to the gala. 

"We are so grateful for the many hours of dedication that 
our volunteers give; we certainly could not do all that we do 
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without their help," said Kitty Stalsburg, executive director, 
High Hopes. 

Stalsburg added that more than 600 volunteers from all 
across the state of Connecticut and beyond assist High Hopes 
in all facets of their program. 

High Hopes is one of the oldest and largest therapeutic 
riding centers in the United States, operating since 1974 and 
accredited by Professional Association of Therapeutic 
Horsemanship International (PATH Intl.), since 1979. High 
Hopes primarily serves the citizens of Southeastern 
Connecticut, delivering over 8,700 horsemanship lessons per 
year to children and adults with disabilities. 

Many of the participants at High Hopes have disabilities 
such as autism, attention deficit disorder, and cerebral palsy, 
amongst others. There are also several veterans who go to 
High Hopes who suffer from post traumatic stress disorder. 

"Developing a relationship with a horse and having 
control over something so large helps empower our 
participants, especially those with trust issues," said Liz 
Adams, the program director. 

"Many children with various hyperactivity disorders settle 
down once they start riding a horse," added Schwab. 
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48. Naval Air Station Fort Worth Worried About Wind Turbines 
(FT. WORTH STAR-TELEGRAM 09 JUN 12) ... Chris Vaughn 

FORT WORTH -- Capt. Robert Bennett is worried about 
a problem he doesn't have. 

Bennett's concern is the construction of a 250-foot-tall 
wind turbine near Naval Air Station Fort Worth without his 
input. Wind turbines and their massive spinning blades can 
play havoc with the radar that military air traffic controllers 
use to guide aircraft in and out of the base. 

For now, it's only a potential problem for Bennett, the 
base commander. 

No turbines big enough to create a headache have been 
built in the area, which is not the case for other commanders in 
West and South Texas, two of the best places in the nation to 
generate electricity from Mother Nature. 

Proposed wind developments in California are similarly 
causing heartburn for the Defense Department. 

"The Navy fully embraces green energy," Bennett said. 
"But it needs to be compatible development so that we can 
maintain our training capabilities. That's where the discussion 
has to start." 

Texas is the nation's leader in wind generation, with 
thousands of turbines generating close to 31 million 
megawatt-hours of energy, 7 percent of the state's overall 
production. The Defense Department also enthusiastically 
backs alternative energy and is seeking ways to cut costs for 
electricity and foreign oil. 

But inevitably, complications arise, and giant wind 
turbines can affect the military in practical ways. 

Radar basically works when an antenna focuses radio 
waves into the air. Some of that energy returns to the antenna, 
where it is read by a receiver as an object moving through the 
air. Thus, an air traffic controller can "see" the airplanes. 

Nonmoving objects, no matter how tall, are ignored by 
the radar. 

When those energy particles hit 100-foot blades 
swooshing through the air, it fragments the radio waves and 
sends them in multiple directions and disrupts the information 
sent back to the receiver. Air traffic controllers sometimes see 
an "aircraft" that does not exist, or they might not see an 
aircraft that does exist. 

Outside of how defense budget cuts will affect their 
personnel and training, no issue seems to be of greater concern 
to Texas base commanders than wind turbines. 

The Texas Commanders Council, founded by Bennett in 
the fall, has met with the Texas Military Preparedness 
Commission in Austin, conferred with civilian aviation 

authorities and spoken to senior state legislators about how 
they can have input before a project begins. 

One proposal is to try once again to pass state legislation 
that would give military commanders more notice of projects. 

"I have never heard an installation commander say 
anything negative about wind turbine development," said Paul 
Paine, a former commander of the naval air station and the 
chairman of the preparedness commission, which advises Gov. 
Rick Perry on defense issues. 

"They just want a voice in coming up with a solution that 
works for everybody, so the developer gets a great green-
energy project and the commander doesn't have any 
degradation of his training capabilities." 

The Industry's View 
Eric Bearse, a consultant with the nonprofit Wind 

Coalition in Austin, which represents the industry point of 
view, said that the current process of military notification 
works and that industry leaders remain wary of dealing with 
state authorities in addition to federal agencies. 

"I want to emphasize that under the current process, the 
wind companies work with the FAA, which then reaches out 
to the military to notify them and determine if there are any 
issues that arise," Bearse said. 

"The industry is willing to spend ample time addressing 
the concerns that military base commanders may have. At the 
same time, we follow the procedures outlined by federal 
aviation officials to make sure any and all safety concerns are 
addressed." 

Three times in the last 18 months or so, developers filed 
applications to build single commercial-size wind turbines 
within a few miles of the naval air station. All three were 
ultimately withdrawn after Bennett talked to the developer 
about his concerns. 

The city likely would not have approved the two 
applications for projects in Fort Worth, said Randle Harwood, 
city planning and development director. Anyone building a 
wind turbine taller than 35 feet would need a variance, he said. 

"As staff, we would be very hesitant to support a variance 
request ... for a wind turbine that large," Harwood said. 

Bennett and other military commanders aren't looking to 
kill projects, they said. They can't do that anyway. He isn't 
even allowed to have an opinion about the merits of a project. 
Only higher-ups in the Defense Department can offer an 
opinion. 
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But he would prefer to have a voice in the process sooner 
than he does now. 

"In unincorporated land, we don't have that review 
process like we would in a city," he said. "How do I find out 
about the project? What conversation do I get to have with the 
developer before money is sunk into a project?" 

Paine said the Texas Military Preparedness Commission 
has "zero interest in trying to pursue the establishment of 
zoning for counties." 

"What we are looking into is trying to establish some 
rules so that installations are notified about development that 
could cause them safety problems," he said. 

"It's not about denying developers the right to build power 
generators or trampling on private land rights. This has to do 
with safety, about putting people's lives in jeopardy." 

Ahead Of The Issue 
The military is in front of the issue in North Texas, said 

Bill Welstead, acting aviation director for Fort Worth. He said 
Bennett has recently met with civilian aviation authorities 
about whether any degradation in radar would affect 
operations at Alliance Airport, Meacham Airport or 
Dallas/Fort Worth Airport. 

"A consortium seems to be developing to stay ahead of 
this issue," Welstead said. 

"There's a lot of interest there. The military is taking the 
lead, but in time, I think we'll find that we will come 
together." 

Wind turbines are a significant concern in South Texas, 
where hundreds dot the landscape and more are planned near 
Naval Air Station Kingsville, a major tactical jet training base 
for Navy and Marine pilots. 

New proposals from three energy developers call for 
turbines even closer to the base, including some 10 miles 
immediately south of the runways and even closer to the east. 

"I've tried to predict how bad it could get and not 
compromise our mission," said Capt. Mark McLaughlin, the 
base commander. "That is the million-dollar question. I've got 
a mission, and that is to provide the environment where the 
Navy can train the jet pilots who end up on our aircraft 
carriers. We have a quota to meet. We can't have something 
that will disrupt the pipeline to provide pilots for the fleet." 

McLaughlin said he has programmed his radar to "ignore" 
information from near turbines, which is not an ideal solution. 

His controllers handle not only military aircraft but also 
civilian aircraft in a large swath of South Texas airspace, he 

said. He tries to find other solutions by working with the 
project developers, whom he described as "nice people." 

The problem, he said, is that he often has to play detective 
to learn about projects. 

"We've never had a wind farm developer knock on our 
door first," he said. "We've always had to find it out on our 
own." 

The Legislative View 
State Sen. Leticia Van de Putte, D-San Antonio, is 

chairwoman of the Veterans Affairs and Military Installations 
Committee and a member of the Business and Commerce 
Committee, and has pushed to diversify the state's energy 
portfolio. 

She said the state must "strike a good balance" on the 
interests of the wind industry and the military. 

"This is not an either-or situation," Van de Putte said. 
"There are many instances around the country where wind 
turbine developers have been able to mitigate some of the 
effects on radar, but that notification piece is a critical 
component." 

Legislation in 2011 would have required developers to 
give several months' notice of an upcoming project to the state 
Public Utility Commission, which would notify commanders. 
But it failed to clear both houses of the Legislature. The bill 
could be revived in 2013, Van de Putte said. 

Bearse, of the Wind Coalition, said his organization 
would wait to see specific legislation before declaring support 
or opposition. But he said the industry prefers to deal with the 
federal government on the issue, not a state agency. 

"Our position is we want to work with our federal 
partners, who have the expertise when it comes to regulating 
the airspace," he said. 

Absent a rule change from the FAA or congressional 
involvement, Van de Putte said, the state must step in and 
make sure it protects its installations' interests. 

"The Wind Coalition in Texas is afraid that the 
notification is just the first step toward a permitting process," 
she said. "We know a permitting process would add time and 
money to a project, and that's not what we're talking here. 
We're talking about notification. 

"I just don't think that these two missions -- maintaining a 
strong defense and alternative-energy development -- are 
mutually exclusive. It just will take a thoughtful, focused 
strategy and a lot of disclosure." 
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49. Study Outlines Navy's Impact On Coast Environment 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 09 JUN 12) ... Corinne Reilly 

VIRGINIA BEACH -- The Navy will host an open house 
Monday at the Virginia Beach Convention Center to discuss a 
new, more comprehensive study that examines how the 
service's Atlantic Coast operations are likely to affect the 
environment in the coming years. 

Like past studies, this one predicts negligible effects. 
The public can read the report and submit comments 

through July 10. It is online at www.aftteis.com. Comments 
may be submitted through the website or at one of five public 
meetings, including Monday's. 

The open house runs from 4 to 8 p.m. Experts will be on 
hand to discuss the report. 

The Navy has long studied its effect on the environment 
to comply with federal law and maintain permits. 

The latest report addresses testing and training activities, 
such as the use of sonar and explosives, that the Navy expects 
to carry out between 2014 and 2019 in waters off the Atlantic 
Coast and in the Gulf of Mexico. Specifically, the study looks 
at impacts on water and air quality and on marine life and 
habitat, including mammals, reptiles, birds, invertebrates, 
vegetation and fish. 

In the past, the Navy has studied potential effects only 
inside its testing and range areas. 
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The new study is comprehensive in that it examines the 
entire coast. It also takes into account new weapons systems, 
the relocation of ships and personnel, and projected changes in 
the Navy's operational tempo. 

The study predicts only minor impacts on marine 
mammals, sea turtles and greenhouse emissions. 

Comments from the public will be included in the final 
version of the document, which is now in draft form. 
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50. Proposed Navy Training Topic Of Open House Meeting 
(JACKSONVILLE (NC) DAILY NEWS 11 JUN 12) ... Jannette Pippin 

SWANSBORO — An open house meeting will be held 
this week in Swansboro to give the public an opportunity to 
comment on the Navy’s proposed action for at-sea training 
and testing activities in the Atlantic and Gulf of Mexico. 

A draft environmental impact statement and overseas 
environmental impact statement (EIS/OEIS) has been 
completed for activities in the Atlantic Fleet Training and 
Testing Study Area. The activities being evaluated within the 
study area include the use of active sonar and explosives. 

As part of the public input process, a series of open house 
meeting have been scheduled to provide information about the 
proposed plans and to gather public input. 

The meeting in North Carolina will be held Tuesday at the 
Hampton Inn and Suites, 215 Old Hammock Road in 
Swansboro. The open house-style meeting will run from 4 to 8 
p.m. and will have displays and experts on hand in various 
subject areas to answer questions. 

The Atlantic Fleet Training and Testing Region covers 
approximately 2.6 million square nautical miles and 
encompasses the at-sea portion of Navy range complexes and 
research, development, testing and evaluation ranges along the 
Atlantic and Gulf coasts of the United States. 

Three alternatives are being considered as the Navy 
evaluates the appropriate level and types of training needed to 
maintain military readiness. 

One alternative is a “no action” option, which continues 
the current baseline training and testing activities. Alternatives 
1 and 2 include changes to accommodate force structure 
changes and accommodate new ships, aircraft and weapons 
systems. 

Alternative 2, which is the preferred alternative, also 
allows for range enhancements and infrastructure 

requirements, according to a summary information on the draft 
EIS. 

Jene Nissen, Atlantic Fleet Training and Testing EIS 
project manager, said the proposed action would primarily 
address the level of training conducted within the study area. 

“It’s the same training, or type of training, and similar 
area, but having the ability for more training is the difference 
between the no-action alternative and alternative 2,” he said. 

Nissen said Alternative 2 includes training level increases 
across all types of training, with mine warfare up a bit more 
than others. 

Nissen said at-sea training is important to provide Sailors 
with real-world training and the Navy is constantly evaluating 
its training activities to ensure it adapts to changing needs. 

“We’re constantly looking at how we train,” he said. 
In some cases, he said, it’s a matter of allowing for 

training with new systems, vessels and aircraft. 
For instance, he said, new LCS combat ships will include 

mine warfare capabilities and training will need to be 
incorporated for that platform. 

Copies of the draft EIS/OEIS are available online at 
AFTTEIS.com or can be viewed locally at Onslow County 
Public Library in Jacksonville, Carteret County Public Library 
in Beaufort, Webb Memorial Library in Morehead City and 
Havelock-Craven County Public Library in Havelock. 

The Navy is receiving public comment through July 10. 
Written comments can be submitted via the project website or 
by mail. Mail to: Naval Facilities Engineering Command 
Atlantic; Attn: Code EV22 (AFTT EIS Project Managers); 
6506 Hampton Blvd.; Norfolk, VA 23508-1278. 
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NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
51. Ex-Defense Chief Rumsfeld To Face Off With Military Brass Over Law Of The Sea 
(THE HILL 08 JUN 12) ... Julian Pecquet 

Donald Rumsfeld is returning to Capitol Hill next week to 
testify against the United States joining the United Nations's 
Law of the Sea treaty, pitting him squarely against the military 
brass that he used to command as former President George W. 
Bush's secretary of Defense. 

Rumsfeld's testimony before the Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee is especially relevant because he was former 
President Reagan's emissary against the treaty back in 1982, 
when international momentum was for it. Proponents of the 
treaty have been trotting out former Reagan officials — 
former Secretary of State George Shultz, former Deputy 
National Security Adviser John Negroponte — to argue that 
changes to the treaty would have met with Reagan's approval, 
but Rumsfeld's appearance throws a wrench in that strategy. 

Critics say it would curtail the U.S. military's freedom of 
navigation while allowing a UN agency to directly tax U.S. 
oil-and-gas companies. 

Rumsfeld wasn't available to comment. 
“The so-called United Nations Convention on the Law of 

the Sea was designed to codify navigation rights in 
international waters,” he writes in his memoir, Known and 
Unknown. “But it had grown into something considerably 
more ambitious, with a proviso that would put all natural 
resources found in the seabeds of international waters … into 
the hands of what was ominously called the International 
Seabed Authority.” 

Reagan's attorney general, Edwin Meese, has also been 
leading the charge against ratification of the treaty. 
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"With the treaty again under consideration by the Senate,” 
Meeks wrote in the Los Angeles Times this week, “it's 
important to note that Reagan's objections to it were anything 
but trivial.” 

Rumsfeld was invited to speak by committee Chairman 
John Kerry (D-Mass.), who has vowed to invite witnesses on 
all sides of the issue despite his personal support for the treaty. 
Rumsfeld will be testifying next Thursday afternoon along 

with Negroponte and John Bellinger, a former legal adviser to 
the State Department under Bush, who supported ratification. 

Kerry's committee is also holding another hearing 
Thursday morning with current military officials, who argue 
for rapid ratification as China expands into the South China 
Sea, where the treaty recognizes the sovereignty of the 
Philippines, a U.S. ally, and other countries. 
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52. Senators Quietly Laying Groundwork For Looming Defense Sequestration Fight 
(THE HILL 10 JUN 12) ... Carlo Munoz 

While it is all but guaranteed that Congress won't weigh 
in on how to handle the nearly $500 billion in looming defense 
cuts until after the presidential election, that has not stopped a 
handful of senators from laying the groundwork for that 
coming fight. 

A bipartisan group of roughly 30 senators have been 
meeting behind closed doors on Capitol Hill, busily discussing 
possible funding alternatives that could be formulated into a 
compromise sequestration plan, according to members of a 
new debt reduction task force sponsored by the Bipartisan 
Policy Center. 

The task force has been consulting with these lawmakers 
during their deliberations, pushing the senators to start 
considering ways to stave off cuts to the Pentagon's budget, 
task force member and former Marine Corps Maj. Gen. 
Arnold Punaro said last Tuesday. 

Led by former Sen. Pete Domenici (R-N.M.), former 
National Security Adviser Gen. James Jones and former 
Secretary of Agriculture Dan Glickman, the task force is 
drafting its own alternative sequestration plan. 

The Pentagon is already staring down a roughly $450 
billion decrease in spending spread across the next 10 years as 
a result of the debt deal lawmakers approved last August. 

But after a bipartisan supercommittee, created as part of 
the White House's debt restructuring deal last year, failed to 
trim $1.2 trillion from federal coffers, DOD was saddled with 
an additional $500 billion in automatic cuts over the next 
decade under the sequestration plan. 

Those automatic reductions would put the department in a 
nearly $1 trillion hole — a situation that top U.S. defense 
officials claim would break the back of the military. 

Implementing those defense cuts, beginning next year, 
would be the equivalent of a government shutdown for the 
Pentagon, Chief of Naval Operations Adm. Jonathan Greenert 
told Congress in March. 

The massive planning and preparation needed to 
implement the cuts would tie up service and department 
personnel for months and could essentially bring U.S. military 
operations to a halt. 

That said, the Defense Department is adamant it will not 
begin planning for the $500 billion reduction until this 
summer. Congress said it will not begin realistically weighing 
sequestration options until after November. 

But that hasn't stopped a handful of Senate Republicans 
from pressing hard on the issue on Capitol Hill. 

Last Wednesday, Sen. John McCain (R-Ariz.) pitched an 
amendment to the farm bill forcing the Pentagon to outline 
sequestration's impact to the military. That legislation was 
backed by every single GOP member on the Senate Armed 
Services Committee. 

The move follows in the footsteps of legislation proposed 
by Sens. Jeff Sessions (R-Ala.) and John Thune (R-S.D.) in 
May, calling for an administration-wide report on the effects 
of sequestration. 

McCain has promised to tack a sequestration amendment 
to every pending piece of legislation until the mandate was 
passed into law. 

The Arizona Senator and South Carolina Republican 
Lindsey Graham have made overtures that they were open to 
revenue increases, in order to avoid defense cuts under 
sequestration, according to recent reports in the National 
Journal. 

Up until now, Senate and House Republicans have been 
adamantly opposed to any tax increases to stave off sequester. 

A House GOP plan pitched in May leaned heavily on cuts 
to social welfare programs to stave off automatic defense 
spending reductions 

For his part, Defense Secretary Leon Panetta panned the 
House Republican plan, saying it was a recipe for 
"confrontation [and] gridlock" that will only make automatic 
defense cuts more likely to happen, according to Panetta. 

The Pentagon chief also slammed congressional leaders 
for putting off any decision on sequestration into the 
congressional lame duck session. 

"I think the greater danger is [Congress will] try to kick 
the can down the road on all of those issues [and] I think that's 
unacceptable, particularly when it comes to the sequester 
issue," he told reporters on May 1. 
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53. Pentagon To Soon Deploy Pint-Sized But Lethal Drones 
U.S. officials hope they will help reduce civilian casualties and collateral damage. 
(LOS ANGELES TIMES 11 JUN 12) ... W.J. Hennigan 

Seeking to reduce civilian casualties and collateral 
damage, the Pentagon will soon deploy a new generation of 
drones the size of model planes, packing tiny explosive 
warheads that can be delivered with pinpoint accuracy. 

Errant drone strikes have been blamed for killing and 
injuring scores of civilians throughout Pakistan and 
Afghanistan, giving the U.S. government a black eye as it 
targets elusive terrorist groups. 
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The Predator and Reaper drones deployed in these regions 
typically carry 100-pound laser-guided Hellfire missiles or 
500-pound GPS-guided smart bombs that can reduce buildings 
to smoldering rubble. 

The new Switchblade drone, by comparison, weighs less 
than 6 pounds and can take out a sniper on a rooftop without 
blasting the building to bits. It also enables soldiers in the field 
to identify and destroy targets much more quickly by 
eliminating the need to call in a strike from large drones that 
may be hundreds of miles away. 

"This is a precision strike weapon that causes as minimal 
collateral damage as possible," said William I. Nichols, who 
led the Army's testing effort of the Switchblades at Redstone 
Arsenal near Huntsville, Ala. 

The 2-foot-long Switchblade is so named because its 
wings fold into the fuselage for transport and spring out after 
launch. It is designed to fit into a soldier's rucksack and is 
fired from a mortar-like tube. Once airborne, it begins sending 
back live video and GPS coordinates to a hand-held control set 
clutched by the soldier who launched it. 

When soldiers identify and lock on a target, they send a 
command for the drone to nose-dive into it and detonate on 
impact. Because of the way it operates, the Switchblade has 
been dubbed the "kamikaze drone." 

The Obama administration, notably the CIA, has long 
been lambasted by critics for its use of combat drones and 
carelessly killing civilians in targeted strikes in Pakistan, 
Afghanistan, Iraq, Yemen and Somalia. 

In 2010, a United Nations official said the CIA in 
Pakistan had made the United States "the most prolific user of 
targeted killings" in the world. 

In recent weeks, White House spokesman Jay Carney was 
asked about the issue at a recent news briefing, and he said the 
Obama administration is committed to reducing civilian 
casualties. 

Although Carney did not mention the Switchblade 
specifically, he said "we have at our disposal tools that make 
avoidance of civilian casualties much easier, and tools that 
make precision targeting possible in ways that have never 
existed in the past." 

The Switchblade drone appears to be a safer alternative to 
traditional drone strikes in terms of minimizing civilian harm, 
but it also raises new concerns, said Naureen Shah, associate 
director of the Counterterrorism and Human Rights Project at 
Columbia Law School. 

She pointed out that when a drone strike is being 
considered there are teams of lawyers, analysts and military 
personnel looking at the data to determine whether lethal force 
is necessary. But the Switchblade could shorten that "kill 
chain." 

"It delegates full responsibility to a lower-level soldier on 
the ground," she said. "That delegation is worrisome. It's a 
situation that could end up in more mistakes being made." 

Arms-control advocates also have concerns. As these 
small robotic weapons proliferate, they worry about what 
could happen if the drones end up in the hands of terrorists or 
other hostile forces. 

The Switchblade "is symptomatic of a larger problem that 
U.S. military and aerospace companies are generating, which 
is producing various, more exotic, designs," said Daryl 
Kimball, executive director of the Arms Control Assn. 

"This technology is not always going to be in the sole 
possession of the U.S. and its allies. We need to think about 
the rules of the road for when and how these should be used so 
we can mitigate against unintended consequences." 

The Switchblade is assembled in Simi Valley by 
AeroVironment Inc., the Pentagon's top supplier of small 
drones, which include the Raven, Wasp and Puma. More than 
50 Switchblades will be sent to the war zone in Afghanistan 
this summer under a $10.1-million contract, which also 
includes the cost of repairs, spare parts, training and other 
expenses. 

Officials would not provide details about where the 
weapons would be used, how many were ordered and 
precisely when they would be deployed. 

AeroVironment, based in Monrovia, developed the 
weapon on its own, thinking the military could use a lethal 
drone that could be made cheaply and deployed quickly by 
soldiers in the field, said company spokesman Steven Gitlin. 

"It's not inexpensive to task an Apache helicopter or F-16 
fighter jet from a base to take out an [improvised explosive 
device] team when you consider fuel, people, logistics 
support, etc.," he said. 

About a dozen Switchblades were tested last year by 
special operations units in Afghanistan, according to Army 
officials, who said the drone proved effective. 

The Army is considering buying $100 million worth of 
the drones in a few years under a program called the Lethal 
Miniature Aerial Munition System, Nichols said. The Air 
Force and the Marine Corps have also expressed interest in the 
technology. 

AeroVironment is not the only company pursuing small, 
lethal drones. 

Textron Defense Systems is also working on a small 
kamikaze-style drone. Named the BattleHawk Squad-Level 
Loitering Munition, the drone is being tested at an Army 
facility in New Mexico. 

Peter W. Singer, a fellow at the Brookings Institution and 
author of "Wired for War," a book about robotic warfare, said 
the Switchblade's entry into the war zone is typical of today's 
weapons procurement path. Defense contractors, he said, are 
on their own developing smaller and cheaper but powerful 
high-tech weapons vital to waging guerrilla-type warfare in 
the 21st century, and they are finding success. 

"This weapon system is the first of its kind," he said. "If it 
works, there's little doubt others will follow." 
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54. DoD Freezes Conferences, Associated Travel 
(NAVY TIMES 08 JUN 12) ... Andrew Tilghman 

The Defense Department has ordered a freeze on all 
large-scale conferences and conference-related travel, pending 
a sweeping review that aims to cut travel costs across the 
department. 

The order, signed on June 3 by Deputy Secretary of 
Defense Ashton Carter, orders the military service chiefs to 
review all upcoming conferences costing more than $100,000 
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to ensure that they “significantly further the Department’s 
mission." 

“Each component or service shall suspend incurring any 
new obligations for conferences to which it is not yet 
committed until it has completed its review," Carter wrote. 

Conferences expected to cost more than $100,000 will 
require approval from top Pentagon officials, according to the 
memo. 

The memo follows a directive from President Obama in 
May calling on all federal agencies to reduce travel costs by 
30 percent for fiscal 2013. 
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55. A National Security Blog From Wired Widens Its Reach 
(NEW YORK TIMES 11 JUN 12) ... Christine Haughney 

Wired, a magazine that celebrates nerdiness with cover 
pieces like "How to be a Geek Dad," has found a different 
audience of readers who are not coming from the 
programming circles of Silicon Valley. They are technology 
enthusiasts spread across military bases and mazelike 
corridors at the Pentagon. 

In the five years since Wired.com started its Danger 
Room blog, it has attracted a steady following in the national 
security community. The blog has 35,094 Twitter followers, 
makes up 10 percent of the traffic on Wired.com, and has 
broken stories as geeky and alarming as the one on a virus 
spreading through drone cockpits and “burn pit” trash disposal 
exposure in Afghanistan. Danger Room appears to be reaching 
readers the military sometimes has trouble connecting with in 
its own ranks. 

“They clearly have an audience in the Pentagon,” said 
Geoff Morrell, who worked closely with a former Defense 
secretary, Robert Gates. He said the blog’s stature helped 
persuade the Pentagon to cooperate with Wired on a 2009 
cover article about Mr. Gates. “It’s a tough group to reach.” 

Noah Shachtman, the blog’s editor and a self-described 
“technology geek,” does not come from a conventional 
journalism or military background. Mr. Shachtman, a 

Georgetown theology major, worked as a bass guitarist and on 
the 1992 Clinton campaign before he started writing freelance 
technology articles. Spencer Ackerman, a Pentagon-based 
writer, also contributes. 

Mr. Shachtman said the blog’s readership was growing 
more diverse. “I’m pleasantly surprised when General So-and-
so shakes my hand and says he’s reading the blog,” he said. 
“I’m surprised when random Brooklyn guy who never worked 
for the military follows it.” 

While even some Danger Room fans concede the blog’s 
coverage can border on sensational, Gen. James E. Cartwright, 
a retired vice chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, said its 
coverage was refreshingly blunt. 

“It’s a little bit above what you would normally expect in 
a tabloid, reporting, and it’s a little freer than what you would 
expect in normal journalism,” he said. 

Doug Wilson, who stepped down early this year as the 
Pentagon’s top public affairs official, said he wished some 
Danger Room pieces were less sensational. But that is not all 
bad. “What they’re doing is making national security and 
defense a topic of interest to a whole new generation of 
readers,” he said. 
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56. George H.W. Bush Visits Namesake Carrier Off Maine 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 10 MAY 12) 

KENNEBUNKPORT, Maine — Former President 
George H.W. Bush was performing ceremonial duties and 
posing for photos while visiting an aircraft carrier named for 
him off the Maine coast. 

Bush and his wife, Barbara, along with their son, former 
President George W. Bush, and other family members flew by 
helicopter Sunday morning to the USS George H.W. Bush 
several miles off Kennebunkport, where the Bushes maintain a 
family compound. 

The 1,092-foot ship is the newest carrier in the Navy fleet 
and is the only one whose namesake is alive. 

Bush was a naval aviator during World War II. 
Bush's visit to the ship comes two days before his 88th 

birthday. 
Bush Sr., Family To Fly To Carrier Named For Him 
Today's visit is part of the former president's close 

connection with the Navy ship and its crew members. 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 10 JUN 12) 
Former President George H.W. Bush attended the 

commissioning of the nation's newest aircraft carrier, which 
bears his name, and communicates regularly with the ship. 
This weekend, he'll fly on a Navy helicopter from his summer 
home to the vessel as it navigates waters close by. 

The USS George H.W. Bush is expected to come within 
several miles of Kennebunkport. The visit is close to 
Tuesday's 88th birthday of the former president, who was a 
naval aviator during World War II. 

Once on the ship, Bush will lead re-enlistment formalities 
for 77 Sailors, in recognition of the carrier being hull No. 77, 
and perform other ceremonial duties, said Capt. Brian Luther, 
the ship's commanding officer. The Bushes will take photos 
with crew members, and other family members who haven't 
been on board before will be given tours. 

The carrier's visit comes just days after the Navy said a 
minor fire broke out on the ship. Officials said Thursday that 
the fire Wednesday night in an unoccupied berthing 
compartment was quickly extinguished and no one was 
injured. 

The $6.2 billion warship is the 10th and final in the 
Nimitz class of nuclear-powered aircraft carriers that were 
first launched in 1972. They are the largest warships in the 
world. The Bush has a crew of 2,800 Sailors and 300 officers, 
Luther said. 

The 41st president and other members of the Bush family 
attended commissioning ceremonies for the 1,092-foot ship in 
January 2009 at Norfolk. 
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Among them was then-President George W. Bush, who 
took his last scheduled flight aboard Air Force One to get to 
the event. 

In December, the Bush and its strike group arrived back 
in the carrier's home port of Norfolk, Va., following a seven-
month deployment, the first for the ship. 

It is the only aircraft carrier in the Navy fleet with a living 
namesake. 

The former president is actively involved in maintaining 
two-way communications with the aircraft carrier, Luther said. 

Bush receives newsletters, photos and emails from the 
ship about its deployments and activities, and who's scheduled 
to visit. In return, Bush sends back notes of his own, 
congratulating Sailors on promotions and awards and asking 
Luther to give his greetings to visitors Bush knows. 

The Sailors are excited to be meeting Bush, especially 
given his experience flying off an aircraft carrier in the Pacific 
-- and being shot down -- during World War II, Luther said. 

"This opportunity for the Sailors to meet the namesake of 
the ship is a signature event in their careers," Luther said. 
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57. Week In Review Jun. 02, 2012 – Jun. 08, 2012 
(YOUTUBE 25 MAY 12) ... U.S. Navy 

Welcome to this week's U.S. Navy multimedia production 
featuring selected images from around the fleet received 
during the week of Jun. 02, 2012 – Jun. 08, 2012. 

The images represent the work of the many naval 
photographers deployed worldwide and submitted to Navy 
Visual News Service. For access to more than 100,000 high 
resolution photos visit: 
    http://www.navy.mil/view_photos_top.asp  and 
http://www.flickr.com/photos/usnavy/    .         

View U.S. Navy YouTube Channel 
View Clip (RT: 1:59) 
Broadcast Clip - 7 in :70 (Jun. 08, 2012) 
(YOUTUBE 08 JUN 12) U.S. Pacific Fleet 
A quick look at events and issues from the past week 

around Pacific Fleet making headlines at 
http://www.cpf.navy.mil. 

View Clip (RT: 1:10) 
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OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
58. What So Proudly We Know So Little About 
A conflict that defined a young nation never seems to get its due 
(WASHINGTON POST 09 JUN 12) ... Steve Vogel 

You will be forgiven for not noticing that the bicentennial 
of the War of 1812 is nearing full swing. 

No such dispensation could be granted for the 150th 
anniversary of the Civil War, of course, as it is impossible to 
miss the armies of reenactors, the newspaper special sections, 
the magazine covers, the Civil War travel packages — all this, 
even though sesquicentennial has none of the zing of 
bicentennial. 

Other anniversaries are much in the news. On Memorial 
Day, President Obama kicked off the 13-year commemoration 
planned for the 50th anniversary of the Vietnam War. The 
100th anniversary of the sinking of a ship (admittedly, the 
Titanic) and the 60th anniversary of a queen (British, no less!) 
have drawn mountains of publicity in comparison to the War 
of 1812. 

It gets no respect, this Rodney Dangerfield of American 
wars. 

Some 36 percent of Americans say there were no 
significant outcomes to the War of 1812, or if there were any, 
they could not name them, according to a recent poll by the 
Canadian research firm Ipsos Reid for the Historica-Dominion 
Institute. 

While 17 percent of Canadians consider the War of 1812 
the most important war in the formation of their nation’s 
identity, only 3 percent of Americans feel the same way. 
(True, Americans have a lot more wars to choose from than 
Canadians.) 

Historians duel over which deserves the title of most 
obscure major American war, Korea or 1812. Clay Blair titled 
his fine 1987 history of Korea “The Forgotten War”; Donald 
Hickey, one of 1812’s foremost scholars, countered two years 

later with “The War of 1812: A Forgotten Conflict.” (J. 
MacKay Hitsman named his book “The Incredible War of 
1812,” but he was Canadian.) 

There are pockets of enthusiasm, to be sure, nowhere 
more so than in Maryland, which kicks off three years of 
commemorations with the “Star-Spangled Sailabration” 
beginning Wednesday in Baltimore, and where the cars sport 
War of 1812 license plates and the governor (Martin 
O’Malley) shows up at 1812 reenactments on horseback, 
dressed as a Maryland militia officer. 

The Maryland Historical Society on Sunday opened “In 
Full Glory Reflected,” a major exhibit on the war, and on June 
17, the Baltimore Symphony Orchestra will premiere 
“Overture for 2012” by Baltimore native Philip Glass, who 
composed it as a companion piece to Tchaikovsky’s “1812 
Overture,” which will also be performed. 

But in New York, site of some of war’s most important 
fighting, funding for a state War of 1812 commission was 
blocked for three years before a token amount of money for 
bicentennial programs was allotted in March. 

Its anonymity is certainly no fault of the war itself, which 
has a gripping plot: Upstart nation with a tiny army and even 
smaller navy declares war on former colonial master, one of 
the most powerful nations on earth, and nearly gets blown off 
the map, but rallies in the end to squeak out a moral victory. 

The war, which was declared on June 18, 1812, featured 
some of the most dramatic episodes in the nation’s history. 
These are familiar to most Americans, but as floating 
moments in time, ones they often can’t quite place in the War 
of 1812: 
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The dastardly British burning of Washington. Quite a few 
folks think that must have been during the Revolutionary War; 
never mind that the White House and the Capitol, not to 
mention Washington, did not exist. 

The USS Constitution’s great victories at sea. Nope, “Old 
Ironsides” did not fight during the Revolutionary War. Yep, 
War of 1812. Oliver Hazard Perry’s message after his signal 
victory on Lake Erie — “We have met the enemy and they are 
ours.” No, that wasn’t from a “Pogo” cartoon strip. 

Most at least know the Battle of New Orleans happened in 
the War of 1812, though almost all knowledge comes from 
Johnny Horton’s 1959 hit “Battle of New Orleans,” a song that 
manages to get almost every fact wrong. (“Colonel Jackson” 
and his men did not make a little trip “down the mighty 
Mississipp’ ” — Major Gen. Andrew Jackson and his army 
were in Alabama. Need we go on?) 

A popular theory as to the war’s anonymity is that no one 
can figure out why it was fought. The Revolutionary War was 
fought for American independence. The Civil War was fought 
to preserve the union and/or end slavery. World War I was 
fought to save Europe. World War II was fought to save the 
world. Vietnam was fought to stop the spread of communism. 

But the War of 1812? Well, it was fought to end the 
British practice of impressment. And to end onerous trade 
restrictions. You know, Free Trade and Sailors’ Rights. Or 
actually, it was about Western expansion — the first major 
war of American imperialism, as a (British) scholar recently 
called it. 

The dilemma was captured perfectly in a War of 1812 
video last year from College Humor, in which an American 
officer struggles to explain to his wife what the war is all 
about. “It might have something to do with taxes,” he muses. 

The hardest point for many Americans to accept — and 
one reason the war is overlooked — is that the United States 
declared war. A lot of Americans assume Britain, still sore 
about losing the Revolutionary War, launched the war to 
reclaim its colonies. 

Consumed with its titanic struggle against Napoleon’s 
France, Britain had no interest in launching a new conflict on 
an enormous continent across the ocean. 

The British had a with-us-or-against-us mentality — not 
unlike that of the United States after Sept. 11, 2001 — and 
regularly trampled on American sovereignty. They seized 
American Sailors of suspected British origin to man Royal 
Navy ships, and they severely restricted American trade. 

Bowing to this British behavior would leave Americans 
“not an independent people, but colonists and vassals,” 
President James Madison believed. The War Hawks — an 
aptly named band of members of Congress from the South and 
West— were eager to see North America cleared of the 
British, allowing unimpeded expansion to the west, and, some 
hoped, to the north. 

On some levels, historian Alan Taylor argues, the conflict 
is best seen as a civil war, completing unfinished business 
from the American Revolution. The Americans and the 
loyalists who had moved across the border had competing 
visions for the future of the North American continent, neither 
involving the other. 

The only thing greater than the confusion over what the 
war was about is the disagreement over who won. 

Canada would have the best claim, except that technically 
it did not yet exist — it was then British North America. But 

multiple American invasions of the colonies of Upper Canada 
(today Ontario) and Lower Canada (today Quebec) ended in 
failure. 

The successful defense set the stage for Canada’s future 
independence and nationhood. Among the calamities 
Canadians believe they thus avoided, named by 6 percent in 
the Ipsos Reid poll: Sharing American citizenship with Snooki 
and the cast of “Jersey Shore.” 

The British preserved their position in North America, but 
the war was hardly an unqualified success. Waging the war 
proved enormously expensive, the Royal Navy suffered 
shocking defeats at the hands of the fledgling U.S. Navy, and 
the British army met with disaster at New Orleans. 

As for Americans, they endured humiliating defeats on 
the Canadian frontier, the disgraceful loss of Washington and 
a government that was bankrupt by the war’s end (having 
refused to raise taxes to pay for it — another precedent!). Yet 
a string of victories at the end of the war — including at 
Baltimore and Plattsburgh — allowed the United States to 
emerge from peace negotiations in Ghent with decent terms. 
The Americans may have lost militarily, Hickey has observed, 
but they won the peace. 

The only point virtually all scholars agree on— as 
required by guild regulations governing the assessment of 
American wars — is that Native Americans were the big 
losers. British efforts to establish an Indian buffer state in the 
Old Northwest were abandoned at Ghent, and America’s 
westward expansion continued inexorably. 

Some argue that Americans want to remember only 
victories, and that therefore they have forgotten the War of 
1812, which ended in failure. Or as a draw. Or with no clear-
cut victory. But it was certainly more of a success than 
Vietnam, and no one has a problem remembering that war. 

A bigger factor may be the name. The War of 1812 is a 
singularly poor name for a war that lasted nearly three years. 
The Spanish-American war, everybody knows the contestants. 
The Barbary Wars are nothing if not atmospheric. 

But the War of 1812? It has a clerical feel, something to 
be filed after the Enabling Act of 1802 but before the Panic of 
1819. 

Despite such challenges, there are signs of hope for the 
War of 1812 in the Ipsos Reid poll: 77 percent of Americans 
believe it had a significant impact on the nation’s identity. 
Certainly, Americans of the day believed that. 

“The war has renewed and reinstated the national feelings 
and character which the Revolution had given, and which 
were daily lessening,” said Albert Gallatin, the former treasury 
secretary who helped negotiate the treaty. The people, Gallatin 
added, “are more American; they feel and act more as a 
nation; and I hope that the permanency of the Union is thereby 
better secured.” 

The war left America with its national anthem, and its 
most enduring icon, the Star-Spangled Banner. It firmly 
established the sovereignty of the United States and cleared 
the path for Canada’s eventual independence. 

For those reasons and many others not involving Snooki, 
the War of 1812 deserves to be better remembered and better 
respected. 

Steve Vogel is the author of “Through The Perilous 
Fight,” an account of the British invasion of the Chesapeake 
in 1814, to be published next spring by Random House. 
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59. Coast Guard – A Maritime Investment 
(NEWPORT NEWS DAILY PRESS 10 JUN 12) ... Vice Adm. Robert C. Parker 

Two hundred years ago, the United States, independent 
for less than 30 years, went to war with Great Britain to 
preserve its economy, its way of life and its independence. 
This year marks the bicentennial of the War of 1812--a 
defining event for our nation, and for the U.S. Coast Guard. 

In 1787, Alexander Hamilton conceptualized the 
operational foundation of the Coast Guard when he wrote in 
Federalist Paper No. 12, "A few armed vessels, judiciously 
stationed at the entrances of our ports, might at a small 
expense be made useful sentinels of the law." 

The Coast Guard has a long and rich military history of 
providing and enabling American prosperity by ensuring the 
free-flow of maritime commerce and we are proud to be the 
nation's oldest continuous sea service. 

At the outset of the War of 1812, our nation's naval fleet 
consisted of six Navy frigates and 14 revenue cutters. During 
the war, our predecessor, the Revenue Cutter Service 
established a tradition of bravery, spirit and resourcefulness 
fighting alongside the Navy; a tradition that has continued 
through every major conflict in our nation's history. 

Revenue cutters and their crews earned a reputation as a 
small but valiant group – the very reputation that the modern-
day Coast Guard embodies. They could lay alongside an 
enemy, fight on the decks in hand-to-hand combat and spill 
blood with the greatest naval force of the time. 

In addition to protecting American commerce and 
fighting alongside our Navy brethren, revenue cutters served 
as law enforcement assets in ports and along our coasts, 
provided valuable maritime intelligence, transported precious 
government cargos, dignitaries and diplomats and delivered 
vital dispatches. 

Operational accounts from the War of 1812 read much 
like today – rich with diverse and heroic actions carried out by 
a skilled and loyal workforce. The Cutter Vigilant gave chase, 
boarded and captured the British privateer Dart off the eastern 
shore of Block Island, R.I. Cutter Active at Sandy Hook, N.J., 
detained the cartel ship Fair American, bound for Liverpool 
with stowaways and documents important to military 
intelligence. Cutter Gallatin captured the British brig General 
Blake, sailing from London to Amelia Island, Fla., carrying 
illegal cargo, including African slaves. The Cutter Diligence 
rescued survivors of the American brig Defiance after 
capsizing in a storm. 

Two-hundred years later we have cutters taking to sea 
under the proud namesakes of our 1812 fleet. The Cutters 
Vigilant, Active, Gallatin and Diligence are patrolling our 
nation's coasts and the high seas, ensuring safety, security and 
the free flow of commerce. 

The War of 1812 firmly established the protection of the 
nation's coasts and littorals as one of the Coast Guard's most 
important and longest-lasting missions – as well as solidifying 
new missions such as intelligence collection and naval 
support. 

Today cutters specialize in and continue to serve in 
littoral combat operations, board and seize illegal cargos and 
save lives at sea. We protect those at sea; protect America 
from threats delivered by the sea; and protect the sea itself. 

The modern-day Coast Guard operates in a demanding, 
dynamic and unforgiving environment that requires modern, 
capable vessels to meet national objectives. Currently, our 
high endurance cutter fleet is obsolete with more than 40-years 
of service and our medium endurance fleet is now reaching 
30-years of sustained service. 

Despite its age, our current cutter fleet continues to 
deliver great value to the American people, but a new and 
more capable cutter fleet will be vital to our ability to continue 
to provide frontline operations as we have throughout our 
nation's history. 

Two hundred years after the War of 1812, we remain 
Semper Paratus – Always Ready. As we celebrate an 
important moment in our nation's history we also celebrate the 
Coast Guard's long and rich military history, the remarkable 
work of our people conducting vital frontline operations, and 
we are reminded of the great value the Coast Guard continues 
to provide to America. 

Indeed, the Coast Guard has been a sound investment in 
homeland security for more than 200 years. 

I am extremely excited as we come together to celebrate 
our rich maritime history . 

These events offer an outstanding opportunity for the 
citizens of this region to visit the Cutter Eagle, America's Tall 
ship, and most importantly, interact with the extraordinary 
men and women of our sea service. Semper Paratus! 

Vice Adm. Parker is Commander, U.S. Coast Guard 
Atlantic Area. 
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60. CO Standards A Good Step 
(NAVY TIMES 18 JUN 12) ... Editorial 

The navy has finally recognized the dire need to tighten 
up its process for selecting commanders. 

Chief of Naval Operations Adm. Jon Greenert, though 
relatively new to the job, made the long-overdue move to raise 
the bar for command. In an instruction released June 4, 
Greenert ordered new fleetwide standards intended to ensure 
officers are better screened for the job. 

Within the next year, officers seeking command must 
pass a written test and an oral board. In the surface fleet, 

department heads will face an informal evaluation from their 
bosses, peers and subordinates. 

The move comes after a spike in firings of commanders: 
Over most of the past decade, roughly a dozen COs were fired 
per year. But last year the Navy fired 22 COs; it’s on pace to 
match that this year, with 10 sackings so far. If things get 
worse this year, the 2003 record of 26 firings could be broken. 

The core issues behind many firings are well known — 
including alcohol abuse, fraternization and other inappropriate 
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behavior — but appeared to have escaped attention during the 
current screening process. 

Greenert’s tighter screening process may better weed out 
those not suited for the ramped-up responsibilities and stresses 
that come with command. 

The Navy simply cannot afford and should not tolerate 
any more of the bullies, drunks and playboys honored with 

command only to embarrass the fleet time and again. They 
have discredited the great majority of commanders who truly 
are worthy of leadership. 

Whether the new standards will be enough remains to be 
seen, but it’s a promising step in the right direction and 
acknowledgement that something’s got to change. 
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61. U.S. Pivot To Asia: Strategic Struggle 
Kaneohe Marines are part of a major U.S. refocus on the Asia-Pacific, which is seen as a hedge against 
China. Some say it's setting up a power struggle that could grow into a cold war. 
(HONOLULU STAR-ADVERTISER 10 JU 12) ... Lee Catterall 

When 200 Hawaii-based Marines arrived in April at the 
frontier port and military outpost of Darwin in northern 
Australia, the argument grew about the Obama 
administration's vow to increase the U.S. military presence in 
Asia. 

China had already expressed anger months earlier about 
what it called President Barack Obamaa's move to "harm 
China," and its risk at getting "caught in the cross-fire" of 
what some predicted would become a new cold war. 

Just last weekend, Defense Secretary Leon E. Panetta said 
in a keynote speech in Singapore that the "pivot" to the 
westem Pacific and East Asia that Obama promised represents 
a significant new undertaking: "Our effort to renew and 
intensify our involvement in Asia is fully compatible -- fully 
compatible -- with the development and growth of China. 
Indeed, increased U.S. involvement in this region will benefit 
China as it advances our security and prosperity for the 
future." 

Charles E. Morrison, president of the East-West Center 
based in Honolulu, takes a decidedly diplomatic tack on the 
situation. 

"I think it depends a lot on (Asian) domestic forces in 
each area, and how they see it," he said, "but the Chinese I 
come in contact with are not complaining vigorously about 
U.S. forces in Darwin, Australia." 

That is not what's been heard by Mark J. Valencia of 
Kaneohe, a senior associate of the Nautilus Institute for 
Security and Sustainability and for 26 years a senior fellow at 
the East-West Center. 

As officials in member states of the Association of 
Southeast Asian Nations see it, Valencia said, the U.S. 
military move "upsets the whole applecart and puts them 
square in the middle of a political struggle between China and 
the U.S., which I think will only intensify and get worse." 

Ralph A. Cossa, president of the Pacific Forum Center for 
Strategic International Studies in Honolulu, added: "The 
Chinese complain that this is part of our encirclement strategy, 
but the reality is Darwin is 2,500 miles from the closest 
landmass. This would be like surrounding San Francisco from 
Honolulu." 

The recently deployed Hawaii Marines are playing an 
opening role in the larger policy equation, which will 
eventually rotate 2,500 U.S. Marines to Australia facilities for 
training. 

"I think Hawaii's role is absolutely central and I think that 
will be increasingly the case," Morrison said. "It seems to me 
that coordination becomes all that more critical and Hawaii in 
some ways I think even more than before, as a central place." 

Obama announced to the Australian Parliament following 
November's Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation conference in 
Honolulu that the U.S. Marines in Australia woold shore up 
alliances in response to wishes of democratic allies in the 
region, from Japan to India. 

"The notion that we fear China is mistaken; the notion 
that we are looking to exclude China is mistaken," Obama 
said, although the U.S. and Pacific Rim nations are also 
negotiating to create a free-trade block, the Trans-Pacific 
Partnership, to the exclusion of China, the world’s largest 
exporter and producer of manufactured goods. 

In January, the White House issued "Priorities for the 21st 
Century Defense," comprising what Obama stated will "focus 
on a broader range of challenges and opportunities, including 
the security and prosperity of the Asia Pacific." 

The assignment of Marines to Darwin was to use 
Australian facilities, rather than creating an American military 
base, for joint training and exercises. While the first unit 
consists of a six-month deployment of Fox Company of the 
2nd Battalion, 3rd Marine Regiment from Hawaii, the full 
deployment of 2,500 Marines "is not going to happen probably 
for another several years," said a Marine Corps Forces Pacific 
spokesman. "It’s going to be a slow and steady buildup to that 
number. They’ll be coming from all around the Marine 
Corps." 

Morrison acknowledged that analysts in both the U.S. and 
China may interpret the policy as a potential cold war, "but I 
don’t think that’s a necessary conclusion from it. It depends on 
what else is going on in U.S.-China relations, and the 
economic relationship is flourishing." 

He added that the recent handling of Chen Guangcheng, 
the blind legal advocate who was given refuge in the 
American Embassy in Beijing and approval to enter New York 
University, "showed maturity in the U.S.-China relationship." 

The U.S. had "a much more military presence" in the 
world during the Cold War period with the Soviet Union, 
especially during the Korean and Vietnam wars, Morrison 
said. "I think it’s shifting back, but that doesn’t necessarily 
equate to an aggressive posturing. It could also equate to 
maintaining a very traditional U.S. stabilizing posture for the 
region as a whole." 

Valencia regards the U.S. move as far more clumsy than 
that, as it caught many Asian countries unprepared. 

"Not only was I surprised — I’m on the sidelines — but 
badly, some countries were surprised. They had not been 
consulted." 
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While the U.S. claimed to have consulted Indonesia, "I’m 
not so sure they did. If they did it certainly wasn't shared 
around, particularly to the head of the military. 

"The U.S. is the only superpower, such a powerful nation 
both militarily and economically, and when it leads, it leads 
with a foot," Valencia said. In this case, "I think it's both. It's 
certainly economic, but the U.S. move has been largely 
military so far. It's understandable for China to be suspicious 
of the move and prepare to defend itself. 

"The 'cold war' is not the right term anymore," he said, 
"but more of a political and economic and in some ways a 
strategic struggle between China and the United States, and 
for getting some of these smaller countries on sides, and it will 
intensify." 

Valencia said he is disappointed with Obama, who he said 
has failed to lead as promised. "We as the lone surviving 
superpower had a great opportunity to truly remake the world 
more in our image, yes, but in the image or democracy, of fair 

treatment, listening to others, cooperation, to the very rhetoric 
that his platform stated, and that just hasn't been the case." 

Instead, he said, under Obama's general foreign policy, 
"We have become aggressive, very assertive and kind of our-
way-or-the-highway type of situation." 

Representatives of the Obama administration, "when I 
hear them speaking in international forums, have never 
accepted Obama and his mindset, or supposed mindset, as 
president," Valencia said. "They continue on as if they were 
representing (George W.) Bush or even (Ronald) Reagan. I 
mean it's quite amazing to listen to." 

The Pacific Forum's Cossa was less harsh, calling 
Obama's new strategic guidance for the Pentagon as "the right 
policy at the right time. The shift in focus toward Asia began 
with George H.W. Bush in 1989 but got sidetracked during the 
W. (Bush) era, given pre-occupation with Iraq and 
Afghanistan. This strategic guidance helps to 'rebalance' U.S. 
forces toward the area that is of long-term importance and 
concern." 
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62. An Arms Race America Can't Win 
(FOREIGN POLICY 08 JUN 12) ... Robert Haddick 

In a speech delivered on June 2 to the Shangri-La Security 
Dialogue conference in Singapore, U.S. Defense Secretary 
Leon Panetta attempted to convince his audience that 
America's "rebalancing" strategy to the Asia-Pacific region -- 
previous called a "pivot" -- is serious and will be backed by 
expanded military power. 

Panetta announced that by 2020, 60 percent of the U.S. 
Navy will be positioned in the Pacific. He also openly 
discussed the controversial Air-Sea Battle concept, while 
denying that the reinforcements and new plans are a challenge 
to China. He also promised to step up the presence of U.S. 
military forces in the region, both through new basing 
arrangements and by an expanded list of training exercises 
with partner military forces. 

Panetta likely hoped his remarks would bolster the 
credibility of the administration's strategy. On closer 
examination, there is less to Panetta's Pacific naval buildup 
than meets the eye. The U.S. Navy's intelligence office, by 
contrast, expects China's naval expansion this decade to be 
more substantial, especially when it comes to its submarine 
force. The reinforcements that Panetta discussed and new 
ideas like the Air-Sea Battle concept are necessary but 
insufficient responses to the worsening military trends in the 
region. The United States should not expect to win an arms 
race in the Western Pacific. Instead, it will have to find other 
more enduring advantages if it hopes to craft a sustainable 
strategy for the region. 

Panetta's promise to base 60 percent of the U.S. fleet in 
the Pacific was not news -- Navy Secretary Ray Mabus 
announced this intention in a speech back in March. Panetta's 
assertion that there is currently a "50/50 percent split between 
the Pacific and the Atlantic" is also not quite right. According 
to the department's website, of the Navy's 186 major 
conventional warships (aircraft carriers, cruisers, destroyers, 
amphibious ships, and attack and cruise missile submarines), 
101, or 54 percent, currently have home ports on the Pacific 
Ocean. The Navy's latest 30-year shipbuilding plan forecasts 
181 of these major combat ships in the fleet in 2020. A 60 

percent allocation implies 109 major combatants in the Pacific 
in 2020, an increase of eight such ships from today. 

On the other hand, the U.S. Office of Naval Intelligence 
(ONI) forecasts that China's navy will own 106 major 
warships in 2020, up from 86 in 2009. Seventy-two of these 
are expected to be attack submarines, compared to 29 for the 
United States in the Pacific in 2020, under the 60 percent 
allocation assumption. For the two decades beyond 2020, the 
U.S. Navy's shipbuilding plan projects no increase in the 
number of major warships. China's long-range shipbuilding 
plans are unknown; however, its defense budget has increased 
at an 11.8 percent compound annual rate, after inflation, 
between 2000 and 2012, with no indications of any changes to 
that trend. 

Of course, counting ships does not tell the whole story. 
Even more critical are the missions assigned to these ships and 
the conditions under which they will fight. In a hypothetical 
conflict between the United States and China for control of the 
South and East China Seas, the continental power would enjoy 
substantial structural advantages over U.S. forces. 

China, for instance, would be able to use its land-based air 
power, located at many dispersed and hardened bases, against 
naval targets. The ONI forecasts China's inventory of 
maritime strike aircraft rising from 145 in 2009 to 348 by 
2020. U.S. land-based air power in the Western Pacific 
operates from just a few bases, which are vulnerable to missile 
attack from China (the Cold War-era Intermediate Nuclear 
Forces Treaty prevents the United States from developing 
theater-based surface-to-surface missiles with ranges sufficient 
to put Chinese bases at risk). A comparison of ship counts 
similarly does not include China's land-based anti-ship cruise 
missiles, fired from mobile truck launchers. Nor does it 
account for China's fleet of coastal patrol boats, also armed 
with anti-ship cruise missiles. 

The Air-Sea Battle concept began as an effort to improve 
staff coordination and planning between the Navy and the Air 
Force in an effort to address the structural disadvantages these 
forces would have when going up against a well-armed 
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continental power like China. The concept is about creating 
operational synergies between the services. An example of this 
synergy occurred in last year's campaign against Libya, when 
U.S. Navy cruise missiles destroyed Libya's air defense 
system, clearing the way for the U.S. Air Force to operate 
freely over the country. 

But Air-Sea Battle still faces enormous challenges in 
overcoming the "home court" advantage a continental power 
enjoys deploying its missile forces from hidden, dispersed, 
and hardened sites. In addition, the United States faces a steep 
"marginal cost" problem with an opponent like China; 
additional defenses for U.S. ships are more expensive than 
additional Chinese missiles. And China can acquire hundreds 
or even thousands of missiles for the cost of one major U.S. 
warship. 

Given these structural weaknesses, Air-Sea Battle's 
success will rely not on endlessly parrying the enemy's 
missiles, but striking deeply at the adversary's command posts, 
communications networks, reconnaissance systems, and 
basing hubs in order to prevent missiles from being launched 
in the first place. Such strikes would mean attacks on space 
systems, computer networks, and infrastructure, with 
implications for the broader civilian economy and society. 
Some critics of Air-Sea Battle reason that raising the stakes in 
this manner would make terminating a conflict much more 
difficult and would escalate the conflict into domains -- such 
as space and cyber -- that are particular vulnerabilities for the 
United States. 

The United States won't be able to win an arms race 
against China and currently has no plans to do so. Nor can the 
Pentagon count on superior military technology; China already 
has impressive scientific and engineering capabilities, which 
are only getting better. Instead, U.S. policymakers need to 
discover enduring strategic advantages that don't require 
keeping a qualitative or quantitative lead in weapons. 
Geography may be one such benefit. In a conflict, the so-
called First Island Chain that runs from Japan to Taiwan and 
then to the Philippines could become a barrier to the Chinese 
navy and provide outposts for U.S. and allied sensors and 
missiles. China would likely view such preparations as a 
provocation, but from the allied perspective, they will 
complicate Chinese military planning. 

Second, the United States and its allies are far more 
experienced at planning and conducting complicated military 

operations that require coordination across countries and 
military services. With a long-established network of alliances 
and partnerships in the region, U.S. commanders and their 
counterparts have accumulated decades of experience 
operating together. One aspect of Air-Sea Battle is to further 
extend this advantage. 

The most powerful U.S. advantage is the alliance network 
itself. Washington's long list of treaty allies and partners 
provides options for U.S. and allied policymakers and 
planners. The alliance network could also help convert the 
threat of escalation to a U.S. advantage. The more U.S. 
military forces are able to disperse across the region, at 
temporary or rotational basing arrangements, the more 
difficult it will be for China to gain an advantage with military 
power. In order to achieve such an advantage, China will have 
to attack a wider number of countries, bringing them into a 
war on the U.S. side. This prospect should deter conflict from 
beginning. 

The more successful U.S. diplomacy is at building up a 
large network in the region, the stronger the deterrent effect 
and the less risk assumed by each member. With its outreach 
to ASEAN countries and others over the past decade, the 
United States seems to be on this path. New rotational basing 
deals with Australia, Singapore, and the Philippines are more 
evidence of this approach. But more diplomatic success will 
be required as the challenge from China increases. 

U.S. military planners face unfavorable trends in the 
Western Pacific. Panetta and his lieutenants have sent 
reinforcements to the region and are rewriting their military 
doctrines. Although these measures are necessary, U.S. 
policymakers will need another way. Good strategy requires 
finding enduring advantages. The alliance network in the 
region provides U.S. commanders with partner military forces, 
basing options, operational experience, and deterrence against 
escalation, advantages China won't match any time soon. In 
this sense, the solution to the challenging military problem 
U.S. forces face in the Western Pacific will be found as much 
with more diplomacy as with more firepower. 

Robert Haddick is Managing Editor of Small Wars 
Journal. Haddick was a U.S. Marine Corps officer, served in 
the 3rd and 23rd Marine Regiments, and deployed to Asia and 
Africa. He has advised the State Department and the National 
Intelligence Council on irregular warfare issues. 
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63. In Praise Of Cyberwar 
It's better than the alternative. How malware could actually help keep the peace. 
(NATIONAL JOURNAL 09 JUN 12) ... Michael Hirsh 

For most of the Cold War, the threat of mutually assured 
destruction kept the peace between the West and the Soviet 
bloc, despite the occasional proxy war (e.g., Vietnam) on the 
sidelines. It wasn’t a pretty or pleasant peace -- it depended on 
the threat of nuclear extinction -- but it worked, especially 
after the 1962 Cuban missile crisis. The Cold War stayed cold. 

Well, what if you could have a new form of MAD without 
the really scary, nuclear-extinction part? And what if, instead 
of an Israeli air attack on Iran’s nuclear facilities that could 
turn an already volatile region into a frightening conflagration, 
you were able to mount a more peaceful, if no less aggressive, 

intrusion into the activities of rogue states such as Iran? 
Introducing American cyberwarfare. 

Since The New York Times reported recently that U.S. 
and Israeli governments were behind the famous Stuxnet virus 
that disabled Iranian centrifuges, many experts have fretted 
publicly about the many hazards of cyberwar. “Cyberweapons 
are the most dangerous innovation of this century,” said 
Eugene Kaspersky, the founder of Europe’s largest antivirus 
company, which benefits from the perception of growing 
cyberthreats. The divulgence of the classified U.S. program is 
so controversial because it seems likely that other countries 
will now work harder to develop their own programs. Left 
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unchecked, the advances could follow a Cold War pattern -- 
an unrestrained arms race accompanied by the risk of faulty, 
hair-trigger decisions in the face of an unknown cyberthreat, 
says James Steinberg, who retired last year as deputy secretary 
of State. “If you got an ambiguous warning, like satellites 
going blind, and didn’t have a lot of time to respond, you 
would be pressured to respond. Use it or lose it.” 

But the prospect is not as grim as it looks. Steinberg 
admits that the use-it-or-lose-it threat is less pressing when the 
outcome is not nuclear Armageddon. And if there were certain 
restraints in place between major powers such as the United 
States, China, and Russia -- for example, a cyber-risks 
reduction center, complete with early-warning systems -- that 
lessened the likelihood of accidental conflict, then growing 
cybercapabilities could actually reduce the overall risk of war 
between major states in the long run. 

The reasoning is an updated version of MAD thinking, 
albeit without the scorched-earth, World War III aspect. In a 
hypothetical moment of tension between Washington and 
Beijing, would China be as likely to attack U.S. carriers in the 
South China Sea if it suspected that the U.S. could disrupt its 
GPS targeting? Conversely, would Washington be as ready to 
attack if it feared that China might shut down its satellites? 
The threshold for pushing the button would be higher. 

It is true that “the U.S. is probably more dependent on 
computer systems for more of its infrastructure than any other 
country,” says Matthew Bunn, a nuclear expert at Harvard 
University. “So it has an especially large amount to lose from 
a world of frequent cyberattacks.” Attribution -- knowing who 
is breaking into your grid and where they are if you wish to 
retaliate -- is also difficult. “Today, hackers, terrorists, and 
crooks can attempt to be cyberpowers -- and it will be hard to 
distinguish among them,” The Washington Post wrote in an 
editorial. “The concept of deterrence rests on the certainty of 
retaliation, but that certainty may not exist against a 
determined and elusive cyberfoe, so deterrence may not work 
at all in cyberspace.” 

Other experts, however, say those fears are exaggerated. 
When it comes to the most sophisticated capabilities, evidence 
generally points to governments, not private hackers. As far as 
we know, rogue actors such as terrorist groups don’t have 
anything close to the technical sophistication to infiltrate the 
U.S. defense or intelligence systems. Even if they did, their 
ability to act as more than an annoyance, temporarily 
disrupting servers, is doubtful. It is also difficult to develop a 
realistic mass-casualty scenario for cyberattacks: The 
nightmare scenarios involve a disruption of the nation’s power 
grid or banking system. 

Above all, cybertactics could supply a new way out of an 
old conundrum -- a kind of halfway house between the only 
two effective options that nations trying to resolve conflicts 
have known: diplomacy and war. “Having a tool that can slow 
certain programs you’re worried about that’s short of war may 
make war less likely,” Bunn says. David Sanger, who reveals 
the U.S. role in Stuxnet in his new book, Confront and 
Conceal: Obama’s Secret Wars and Surprising Use of 
American Power, writes that in designing Stuxnet with Israel, 
American officials were seeking in part “to dissuade the 
Israelis from carrying out their own preemptive strike against 
the Iranian nuclear facilities. To do that, the Israelis would 
have to be convinced that the new line of attack was working.” 

It’s unclear whether Israel would have attacked had 
Stuxnet and other covert programs, such as the targeting of 
Iranian scientists, not been available. But Mark Hibbs, a 
nuclear expert at the Carnegie Endowment for International 
Peace in Germany, says that the intensity of the U.S.-Israeli 
covert war indicates that this is where Israel is putting its 
energy for now. He points out that Israel’s 1981 attack on 
Iraq’s Osirak nuclear reactor was preceded by attempts to 
assassinate Iraqi scientists. In the present case, it’s possible 
that Stuxnet and other cyberweapons may have tipped the 
balance in Israel against taking a similar course. 

Return to Index 
 
 



 1

CHINFO NEWS CLIPS 
Thursday, October 11, 2012 

 
Further reproduction or distribution is subject to original copyright restrictions. 

To subscribe, go to http://www.chinfo.navy.mil/pages/clips.html.  

 
On This Day In The Navy: 
1776: Battle of Valcour Island on Lake Champlain, New York. Although defeated, the American flotilla delayed the British 
advance and caused it to fall back into winter quarters. 

  
TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. U.S. Military In Jordan, Has Eyes On Syria Chemical Weapons 
(REUTERS 10 OCT 12) ... David Alexander 

BRUSSELS – A team of U.S. military planners is in Jordan to help the Amman government grapple with Syrian refugees, bolster 
its military capabilities and prepare for any trouble with Syria’s chemical weapons stockpiles, U.S. Defense Secretary Leon Panetta 
said on Wednesday. 

 
2. Turkey Vows More Force Against Syrian Shelling 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 10 OCT 12) ... Suzan Fraser 

ANKARA, Turkey — Turkey’s military chief vowed Wednesday to respond with more force to any further shelling from Syria, 
keeping up the pressure on its southern neighbor a day after NATO said it stood ready to defend Turkey. 

 
3. Obama Nominates New Commander For U.S., NATO Forces In Afghanistan  
(WASHINGTON POST 10 OCT 12) ... Rajiv Chandrasekaran 

A Marine general with extensive combat experience in Iraq who sped up the ranks upon returning to the Pentagon has been 
nominated by President Obama to lead U.S. and NATO forces in Afghanistan. 

 

MMIIDDEEAASSTT::  
4. U.S.-India Harmony Marred By Iran, Syria Discord 
(WASHINGTON POST 10 OCT 12) ... Simon Denyer 

India's chamber of commerce and industry played a neat balancing act Wednesday, hosting a Iranian ministerial delegation on the 
third floor of its New Delhi offices at the same time as a major conference on U.S.-Indian relations co-sponsored by the Brookings 
Institution took place on the floor below. 

 
5. Iran: U.S. Carrier's Hornets Set To Sting 
The USS Dwight D Eisenhower and its Hornet and Super Hornet jets are on station in the Gulf amid 
ongoing tension with Iran. 
(SKY NEWS 11 OCT 12) ... Stuart Ramsay 

From the deck of one the largest, most powerful warships in the world, the attack jets of the most powerful country in the world 
take to the skies above the Arabian Gulf. 

 
6. Syrian Conflict Grows On Two Fronts 
Turkey Forces Damascus-Bound Jet Suspected of Carrying Arms to Land; U.S. Confirms Military Team on 
Jordan Border 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 11 OCT 12) ... Julian E. Barnes, Stephen Fidler, Joe Parkinson 

Turkey escalated its conflict with Damascus on Wednesday by forcing down a Syrian passenger plane it suspected was delivering 
arms to the regime from Moscow, while the U.S. disclosed that it has stationed a team of military personnel along Jordan's border with 
Syria. 
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AAFFGGHHAANNIISSTTAANN::  
7. Panetta Promises Action Against Afghan Insider Attacks 
(REUTERS 10 OCT 12) ... David Alexander 

U.S. Defense Secretary Leon Panetta sought to reassure NATO allies on Wednesday effective action was being taken to stop 
"insider" attacks on their soldiers that have undermined trust between coalition and Afghan forces. 

 
8. Panetta Urges NATO Allies To Help Train Afghans 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 10 OCT 12) ... Lolita C. Baldor 

BRUSSELS -- Defense Secretary Leon Panetta said Wednesday the NATO coalition has turned an important corner in 
Afghanistan, and has come too far and spilled too much blood to let insider attacks or anything else undermine the mission there. 

 

AASSIIAA  ––  PPAACCIIFFIICC::  
9. North Korea Says A Long-Range Missile Test Is Now More Likely 
(NEW YORK TIMES 11 OCT 12) ... Choe Sang-Hun 

SEOUL, South Korea — North Korea said on Wednesday that it felt freer to test a long-range missile now that Washington has 
agreed to let South Korea nearly triple the reach of its ballistic missiles, putting all of the North within its range. 

 

LLCCSS::  
10. The Navy’s New Class of Warships: Big Bucks, Little Bang 
(TIME 05 OCT 12) ... John Sayen 

The Navy’s new Littoral Combat Ship (LCS) is not only staggeringly overpriced and chronically unreliable but — even if it were 
to work perfectly — cannot match the combat power of similar sized foreign warships costing only a fraction as much. Let’s take a 
deep dive and try to figure out why. 

 
11. LCS: Let’s Talk Facts 
(NAVY LIVE 10 OCT 12) ... Rear Adm. John Kirby, U.S. Navy Chief of Information 

Last week on Time’s Battleland Blog there was a piece by Mr. John Sayen entitled “The Navy’s New Class of Warships: Big 
Bucks, Little Bang.” You can read it here http://nation.time.com/2012/10/05/the-navys-new-class-of-warships-big-bucks-little-bang/ 

 

DDEEMMPPSSEEYY::  
12. Dempsey Says Partners Make U.S. Strategy Work 
(DEFENSE DAILY 11 OCT 12) ... Ann Roosevelt 

Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Army Gen. Martin Dempsey said yesterday relationships are critical to face current and 
future challenges in the global environment. 

 

AARRMMSS  CCOONNTTRROOLL::  
13. Russia Won’t Renew Pact on Weapons With U.S. 
(NEW YORK TIMES 10 OCT 12) ... David M. Herszenhorn 

MOSCOW — The Russian government said Wednesday that it would not renew a hugely successful 20-year partnership with the 
United States to safeguard and dismantle nuclear and chemical weapons in the former Soviet Union when the program expires next 
spring, a potentially grave setback in the already fraying relationship between the former cold war enemies.  

 

EENNEERRGGYY::  
14. U.S. Navy Secretary Says Biofuel Technology Has Arrived 
(AEROSPACE DAILY AND DEFENSE REPORT 10 OCT 12) ... Michael Fabey 

Despite continued opposition from lawmakers like U.S. Sen. John McCain (R-Ariz.), the U.S. Navy will continue its efforts to 
leverage biofuels technology for its ships and aircraft, service Secretary Ray Mabus says. 

 
15. Fuel From The Sea 
Reshuffling water molecules could propel Navy's aircraft, but tech has a long way to go. 
(NAVY TIMES 15 0CT 12) ... Joshua Stewart 

The Navy's next source of renewable fuel is something you know very well: the ocean itself. 
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BBUUSSIINNEESSSS::  
16. Proposed BAE-EADS Merger Called Off 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 10 OCT 12) ... Sylvia Hui and Sarah DiLorenzo 

LONDON - A deal to create a European defense and aerospace giant to rival Boeing Co. collapsed Wednesday when BAE 
Systems and EADS NV called off merger talks in the face of government objections. 

 

AAVVIIAATTIIOONN::  
17. Navy: Carrier Drone's Wave-Off Window Shorter Than Contractor's Claim 
(NAVY TIMES 15 0CT 12) ... Joshua Stewart 

The Navy is disputing claims the unmanned X-47B can't be waved off in less than five seconds before a carrier landing. 
 

TTEECCHHNNOOLLOOGGYY::  
18. Intelligence Community Cloud Coming Online In Early 2013 
(FEDERAL NEWS RADIO 10 OCT 12) ... Jared Serbu 

A single, shared cloud computing environment that intelligence agencies believe will save money and let them better secure their 
data will begin to offer some of its first capabilities within the next several months, the nation's top intelligence official said Tuesday.  

 
19. Navy Lasers’ First Target: Enemy Drones 
(DANGER ROOM 10 OCT 12) ... Spencer Ackerman 

One of the first tasks the Navy expects to assign its forthcoming arsenal of laser guns: shooting down drones that menace its 
ships. 

 

PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
20. Tricare To End Mail-In Premiums For 2 Programs 
(NAVY TIMES 10 OCT 12) ... Patricia Kime  

Tricare will stop taking premium payments by mail for the Tricare Reserve Select and Tricare Retired Reserve programs at the 
end of the year. 

 
21. Pentagon Establishes New Process for Travel Approval 
(DEFENSE NEWS 10 OCT 12) ... Marcus Weisgerber 

The Pentagon has put in place a tiered approval process for Defense Department officials traveling and attending conferences 
hosted by the government or private sector. 

 

CCOONNGGRREESSSS  //  BBUUDDGGEETT::  
22. Former Navy Leader: Cut Defense, But Not With Deficit Ax  
Retired admiral Vern Clark saying deficit-cutting plan hollows force 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 10 OCT 12) ... Jeannette Steele 

The former chief of the U.S. Navy told a San Diego audience that he, and some quiet Republicans in Congress, believe that 
defense spending should shrink, after years of ballooned wartime budgets.  

 

OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
23. Miramar Marines Invite SD To Air Show  
Aircraft noise and road closures in runup to opening day Friday 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 10 OCT 12) 

San Diegans may notice a louder or more persistent scream of fighter jets racing over Marine Corps Air Station Miramar 
Thursday as the Blue Angels rehearse for the air show opening this weekend.  

 
24. Hampton Roads Fleet Week Begins Friday 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 11 OCT 12) 

NORFOLK, Va. - Fleet Week is returning to Hampton Roads. 
 

CCOOMMMMEENNTTAARRYY::  
25. Is The Joint Strike Fighter Too Big To Fail? 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 10 OCT 12) ... Bob Ridder 

Since the recession, American families have taken a hard look at their spending habits. We have less to spend, so there's no room 
for waste. Instead of buying a new coat every season to keep up with the latest fashion, we buy just one coat that will last. 
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26. Analysis: After BAE-EADS – Small Deals, Not Mega-Mergers 
(REUTERS 10 OCT 12) ... Andrea Shalal-Esa 

WASHINGTON/NEW YORK – The collapse of the proposed merger between BAE Systems Plc and EADS will shift the focus 
to smaller deals among global weapons makers as companies strive to keep revenue rising in the face of cuts in military spending by 
the United States and Europe. 

 
27. Never Mind About Those Jobs Cuts 
The defense industry has a Gilda Radner moment 
(FOREIGNPOLICY.COM 10 OCT 12) ... Gordon Adams 

For months now the defense industry has been making an impressive effort, in the midst of a general election campaign, to 
exempt the defense budget from going over the fiscal cliff -- sequestration -- set to take effect on January 2, 2013. At the heart of their 
advocacy has been the argument that a defense sequester would be devastating to employment, forcing the layoff of hundreds of 
thousands, if not millions, of workers. 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. U.S. Military In Jordan, Has Eyes On Syria Chemical Weapons 
(REUTERS 10 OCT 12) ... David Alexander 

BRUSSELS – A team of U.S. military planners is in 
Jordan to help the Amman government grapple with Syrian 
refugees, bolster its military capabilities and prepare for any 
trouble with Syria’s chemical weapons stockpiles, U.S. 
Defense Secretary Leon Panetta said on Wednesday. 

The team, led by special operations forces and comprising 
about 150 troops, mainly from the U.S. Army, is constructing 
a headquarters building in Amman from which to work with 
Jordanian forces on joint operational planning and intelligence 
sharing, a senior defense official said. 

The official, speaking on condition of anonymity, said the 
team had been in Jordan for several months and was there 
when Panetta visited King Abdullah in early August. The 
number of troops in the team has since grown, but there are no 
specific plans to expand it further, the official said. 

“We have been working with Jordan for a period of time 
now … on a number of the issues that have developed as a 
result of what’s happened in Syria,” Panetta told a news 
conference in Brussels. 

Panetta said those issues included monitoring chemical 
weapons sites “to determine how best to respond to any 
concerns in that area.” 

A second U.S. official, speaking on condition of 
anonymity, said the small team of planners was not engaged in 
covert operations and had been housed at the King Abdullah II 

Special Operations Training Center, north of the capital, 
Amman, since the early summer. 

While the United States has not intervened militarily in 
Syria, President Barack Obama has warned Syrian President 
Bashar al-Assad that any attempt to deploy or use chemical or 
biological weapons would cross a “red line” that could 
provoke U.S. action. 

Late last month, Panetta said Syria had moved some of its 
chemical weapons stocks to better secure them, but stressed 
that the country’s main chemical weapons sites remained 
intact and secure under government control. 

The U.S. military planners in Jordan are not focused 
solely on chemical weapons. 

“We’ve also been working with them to develop their 
own military operational capabilities in the event of any 
contingency there,” Panetta said. 

“And that’s the reason we have … a group of our forces 
there,” he added. 

A public website detailing the training center in Jordan 
can been seen here 

About 294,000 refugees fleeing 18 months of conflict in 
Syria have already crossed into Jordan, Iraq, Lebanon and 
Turkey, or await registration there, the U.N. refugee agency 
estimated late last month. Up to 700,000 Syrian refugees may 
flee abroad by the end of the year, it estimated. 

Return to Index 
 

2. Turkey Vows More Force Against Syrian Shelling 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 10 OCT 12) ... Suzan Fraser 

ANKARA, Turkey — Turkey’s military chief vowed 
Wednesday to respond with more force to any further shelling 
from Syria, keeping up the pressure on its southern neighbor a 
day after NATO said it stood ready to defend Turkey. 

Gen. Necdet Ozel was inspecting troops who have been 
put on alert along the 910-kilometer (566-mile) border with 
Syria after a week of cross-border artillery and mortar 
exchanges escalated tensions between the neighbors, sparking 
fears of a wider regional conflict. Turkey has reinforced the 
border with artillery guns and also deployed more fighter jets 
to an air base close to the border region since shelling from 
Syria killed five Turkish civilians last week. 

“We responded and if (the shelling) continues, we will 
respond with more force,” the private Dogan news agency 
quoted Ozel as saying during a visit to the town of Akcakale, 
where he offered condolences to a man who lost his wife and 
three daughters to a Syrian shell. 

On Tuesday, NATO chief Anders Fogh Rasmussen said 
the alliance was ready to defend Turkey, its strongest show of 
support to its ally since the firing began. 

The solidarity, however, is largely symbolic. NATO 
member Turkey has sought backing in case it is attacked, but 
despite publicly supporting Syria’s rebels Ankara isn’t seeking 
direct intervention. And the alliance is thought to be reluctant 
to get involved militarily at a time when its main priority is the 
war in Afghanistan. 

On Wednesday, schools in Akcakale reopened despite the 
tense situation. They had been closed due to security concerns. 

Syrian activists, meanwhile, said the rebel units of the 
Free Syrian Army took control of Maaret al-Numan, a 
strategic city along the main highway in Idlib province that 
connects the central city of Homs with northern city of Aleppo 
and the capital Damascus. 

Rami Abdul-Rahman of the Britain-based Syrian 
Observatory for Human Rights said the rebels took control of 
the city late Tuesday, adding that the rebels control the 
western entry into the city while the military is massing troops 
along the eastern outskirts for a possible counter offensive. 

Fadi Yassin, an activist in Maarat al-Numan told the 
Associated Press on Skype that rebels are in control of the 
town, although fierce fighting continued around the military 
barracks in the eastern part on Wednesday, three days after the 
FSA launched a “liberation battle,” he added. 

“The city has been liberated,” Yassin said of the biggest 
city in Idlib province with a population of 130,000. “All 
liberation battles start with small cities and then moves on to 
the major cities.” 

Holding on to Maaret al-Numan would be a significant 
achievement for the rebels, enabling them to cut the army’s 
main supply route to two battered cities of Aleppo and Homs, 
both of which came under bombardment from the regime’s 
helicopters and artillery on Wednesday, according to activists. 

Turkey’s state-run Anadolu Agency reported fighting 
between Syrian rebels and forces loyal to Syrian President 
Bashar Assad’s regime around the Syrian town of Azmarin, in 
Idlib province, across from the Turkish border. It said Syrians 
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were fleeing homes in the Azmarin region, some crossing into 
Turkey on rowing boats over the river Orontes, that runs along 
the border. 

Footage from Anadolu showed three young children 
scrambling down a river bank on the Syrian side before being 
taken across to Turkey on a makeshift raft strapped to an inner 
tube. The children said they were fleeing fighting in Azmarin. 

Private NTV television reported that explosions and 
automatic weapon fire could be heard in Turkey’s Hatay 
province, coming from Azmarin. It said rebels were clashing 
with some 500 Syrian government soldiers, and that at least 
100 rebels had been injured, some of whom had been brought 
to Turkey for treatment. 

Some 99,000 Syrians, mostly women and children, have 
sought refuge in Turkey since the start of the conflict. 

Also on Wednesday, state-run news agency SANA said 
President Bashar Assad appointed Sattam Jadaan al-Dandah as 
Syria’s new ambassador to Iraq. The report did not say when 
al-Dandah will travel to Baghdad. His predecessor, Nawaf 
Fares, defected in July to become the most senior diplomat to 
abandon Assad’s regime during a bloody 18-month uprising 
that has gradually become a bloody civil war. 

Turkish Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan, who has 
been fiercely critical of Assad, said Wednesday that Syria was 
“the bleeding heart of humanity and the whole Islamic world.” 

Erdogan told a meeting of the Islamic Conference in 
Istanbul that Turkey had refrained from responding to half a 
dozen shells from Syria, but when five people were killed last 
week “we had to retaliate in the strongest way that we could.” 

Return to Index 
 

3. Obama Nominates New Commander For U.S., NATO Forces In Afghanistan  
(WASHINGTON POST 10 OCT 12) ... Rajiv Chandrasekaran 

A Marine general with extensive combat experience in 
Iraq who sped up the ranks upon returning to the Pentagon has 
been nominated by President Obama to lead U.S. and NATO 
forces in Afghanistan. 

Gen. Joseph F. Dunford, who has not served in 
Afghanistan, would replace a fellow Marine four-star general, 
John R. Allen, who has been selected as the next supreme 
allied commander in Europe. Both moves, which are expected 
to occur early next year, require confirmation by the Senate 
and the North Atlantic Council, the principal decision-making 
body within NATO. 

Speaking before a meeting of NATO defense ministers in 
Brussels, Defense Secretary Leon E. Panetta called Dunford 
“an exceptionally gifted strategic leader.” 

If confirmed, Dunford will preside over the war in 
Afghanistan at a challenging juncture. Although allied forces 
have improved security in some parts of the country, the 
Taliban insurgency remains resilient. Efforts by the U.S. 
military and its NATO partners to train the Afghan army and 
police have been hampered by a wave of attacks on allied 
forces by members of the Afghan security forces, many of 
which are the result of Taliban infiltration. 

Dunford, who would be the fifth top allied commander in 
Afghanistan in five years, almost certainly would have to deal 
with a further reduction of U.S. and NATO forces. The 
specific number of U.S. troops to be withdrawn next year will 
depend, in part, on who wins the presidential election next 
month, but military leaders are expecting a substantial 
drawdown to meet U.S. and NATO commitments to end 
conventional combat operations by the close of 2014. The 
United States has about 68,000 combat troops in Afghanistan. 

If confirmed, Obama said in a statement, Dunford “will 
lead our forces through key milestones in our effort that will 
allow us to bring the war to a close responsibly as Afghanistan 
takes full responsibility for its security.” 

Dunford is the assistant commandant of the Marine 
Corps. In 2003, he led a Marine regiment in the invasion of 
Iraq. He later served as a chief of staff and as an assistant 
commander of the 1st Marine Division in Iraq.  

After serving as the Corps’s director of operations, he 
vaulted from a one-star brigadier general to a three-star 
lieutenant general in less than three months — a highly 
unusual move — when he was selected for a senior Marine 
Corps job by then-Defense Secretary Robert M. Gates. A year 
later, in May 2009, he was given command of the 1st Marine 
Expeditionary Force, but in less than 12 months, he was 
promoted again — to the assistant commandant post. 

The change of top commanders in Kabul is not the result 
of any dissatisfaction with Allen at the White House or 
Pentagon. Allen, who arrived in Kabul in July 2011, has had a 
grueling schedule and often sleeps less than four hours a night. 
The move to Europe is seen as a promotion. 

The selection of another Marine general to lead the war 
had led to grumbling among some top Army officers, who 
wanted one of their own, Gen. David M. Rodriguez, to get the 
assignment. But senior White House and Defense Department 
officials concluded that Rodriguez, who has spent more than 
three years in Afghanistan in senior command roles, lacked 
Dunford’s strategic acumen. Rodriguez is expected to be 
nominated to lead the military’s Africa Command next year, 
according to military officials. 
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MMIIDDEEAASSTT::  
4. U.S.-India Harmony Marred By Iran, Syria Discord 
(WASHINGTON POST 10 OCT 12) ... Simon Denyer 

India's chamber of commerce and industry played a neat 
balancing act Wednesday, hosting a Iranian ministerial 
delegation on the third floor of its New Delhi offices at the 
same time as a major conference on U.S.-Indian relations co-

sponsored by the Brookings Institution took place on the floor 
below. 

But if some careful scheduling prevented an 
uncomfortable meeting of Iranian and American officials in 
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the elevators, the discord between New Delhi and Washington 
over policy toward Iran and Syria was not so easy to avoid. 

India's National Security Adviser Shivshankar Menon 
said the last decade had seen a "remarkable transformation" in 
the relationship between his country and the United States, 
buttressed by convergence on several major issues, a shared 
vision and a shared set of values.  

Menon said the two nations shared the same goals of a 
nuclear-weapons-free Iran and a peaceful, moderate and 
democratic Syria, and differed only on how to achieve those 
goals. But he could not resist a dig at the West's approach to 
Syria which he said "seems to empower extremist, 
fundamentalist and even terrorist groups." 

Brookings President Strobe Talbott, sharing the dais with 
Menon for the concluding remarks, echoed the Indian official's 
positive overview but said that on those two issues there was 
"more than a nuance of difference." 

"There is a tendency to think the U.S. and perhaps others 
in the West are straining at the leash to go after these two 
regimes," he said. "Nothing could be further from the truth." 

India's government and businesses are keen to maintain 
cordial relations with Tehran, which remains an important 
source of crude oil for the energy-hungry nation, while the 
United States wants a tougher line to prevent Iran from getting 
a nuclear weapon. On Syria, India has voted in favor of 
sanctions, but abstained from a vote at the United Nations 
General Assembly in August denouncing the crackdown there 
on the grounds that it also advocated regime change. 

"A few of us feel it would be helpful if our Indian 
counterparts were focusing on what the dangerous downside 
would be of Iran achieving having a nuclear weapon," Talbott 
said, adding this would soon lead to many other countries in 
region following suit. "It is your neighborhood." 

On Syria, Talbot said "inaction" also had its own costs. 
"Letting that situation burn itself out or play itself out is not a 
good option either." 
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5. Iran: U.S. Carrier's Hornets Set To Sting 
The USS Dwight D Eisenhower and its Hornet and Super Hornet jets are on station in the Gulf amid 
ongoing tension with Iran. 
(SKY NEWS 11 OCT 12) ... Stuart Ramsay 

From the deck of one the largest, most powerful warships 
in the world, the attack jets of the most powerful country in 
the world take to the skies above the Arabian Gulf. 

The missions from the USS Dwight D Eisenhower, a 
Nimitz class carrier, are an almost bone-shudderingly loud 
constant. 

The jets, 44 in total, scream into the skies across the 
Middle East, Pakistan and Afghanistan day and night. 

But we are just 80 miles south of Iran, and Carrier Strike 
Group 8 knows its next biggest task could involve Iran, 
shipping lanes and keeping the world's oil supplies moving. 

Led by the Eisenhower, the Strike Group spends at least 
half its time in the Arabian Gulf. 

Iran has threatened to respond to attacks from Israel, or 
anyone else for that matter, by closing the Strait of Hormuz, a 
narrow waterway through which 20% of the world's oil is 
shipped. 

The man commanding the Strike Group, Rear Admiral 
Michael Manazir, says he does not plan for the unilateral 
action of any country within his area of operations, but 
concedes that Iran is a problem he may have to deal with. 

He said: "Our presence ensures that economic prosperity 
can be enjoyed by those who want to use the Strait for 
economics, for oil transit, for any imports that are coming in. 

"Our presence actually ensures that stability against any 
country that would want to close the Strait." 

The Group uses helicopters and jets to watch for Iranian 
ships attempting to place mines or threaten oil-related assets. 

The admiral revealed his vessels are in daily contact with 
their Iranian counterparts. "Like you I have read about our 
apparent poor relations," Admiral Manazir told Sky. 

"But we actually have daily professional interactions with 
Iran. This is a stable relationship for now." 

They are hardly leaving anything to chance. Battle drills 
are a regular feature of everyday life. 

Fearing an attack from Iran's Revolutionary Guards' 
much-publicised flotilla of fast speedboats, the crew aboard 
the Eisenhower practise for multiple attacks and casualties. 

Some of the 14 decks of the ship are filled with fake 
smoke to simulate the attack, while the four acres of the flight 
deck practise emergency procedures. 

"What that first attack will be I don't predict," says the 
ship's commanding officer, Captain Marcus Hitchcock. 

"But I do posture myself to be prepared to repulse any 
attack and to continue our mission whatever that may be." 

An Israeli attack on Iran or an Iranian intervention in the 
Gulf would likely escalate instantaneously an already, at 
times, tense situation. 

The Strike Group has been deployed for the longest 
planned mission in a decade. Nine months they will be on 
station, and it could be a very busy posting for all involved. 
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6. Syrian Conflict Grows On Two Fronts 
Turkey Forces Damascus-Bound Jet Suspected of Carrying Arms to Land; U.S. Confirms Military Team on 
Jordan Border 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 11 OCT 12) ... Julian E. Barnes, Stephen Fidler, Joe Parkinson 

Turkey escalated its conflict with Damascus on 
Wednesday by forcing down a Syrian passenger plane it 
suspected was delivering arms to the regime from Moscow, 
while the U.S. disclosed that it has stationed a team of military 
personnel along Jordan's border with Syria. 

Turkish Foreign Minister Ahmet Davutoglu and Turkish 
officials confirmed that the plane, a civilian aircraft, was being 
searched on the runway at the capital's Esenboga Airport and 
said Turkey had banned its own civilian aircraft from Syrian 
airspace effective immediately amid fears of mounting 
insecurity. 

"We are determined to control weapons transfers to a 
regime that carries out such brutal massacres against civilians. 
It is unacceptable that such a transfer is made using our 
airspace," Mr. Davutoglu said on Turkish television, adding, 
"Today, we received information that this plane was carrying 
cargo of a nature that could not possibly be in compliance with 
the rules of civil aviation." 

Hours later, Mr. Davutoglu said the plane would be 
allowed to leave, but its cargo had been confiscated, the 
Associated Press reported. 

Turkish television channels offered mixed reports of what 
the airliner's cargo contained. NTV reported that Turkish 
officials had seized "material deemed to be parts of missiles," 
while CNN Turk reported the detection of "military 
communications devices." Neither report could be 
independently confirmed. 

The news came as Turkey's top military commander 
warned that Ankara would launch a tougher response if Syrian 
shells continued to land on Turkish territory. 

"We responded but if it continues we will respond with 
greater force," state television channel TRT quoted Chief of 
General Staff Necdet Ozel as saying during a visit to the 
southern border town of Akcakale, where Syrian shells killed 
five Turkish civilians a week ago. 

Turkish news channels reported that 35 passengers and 
two crew members were on the plane, an Airbus A320. It 
wasn't immediately clear whether the passengers were Syrian 
nationals and whether they were civilians. Turkish television 
showed images of the plane on the runway and carried 
testimony of witnesses who said they saw two Turkish F-16 
jets accompanying the plane when it landed. 

Neither Damascus nor Moscow had an immediate 
comment. 

U.S. defense officials said about 150 U.S. military 
personnel have been stationed in Jordan to help draft plans to 
secure Syria's weapons of mass destruction in the event of the 
collapse of the Bashar al-Assad regime and to assist Amman 
with refugee flows. 

The team began arriving about six months ago, military 
officials said. The planning effort with Jordan on securing 
Syria's chemical-weapons sites, should the Syrian president 
fall, began even earlier, officials said. 

Despite the U.S. military presence, officials dismissed 
suggestions of a deepening involvement in the 19-month-old 
conflict. 

"These guys are not door-kickers or shooters," a military 
official said. "They are planners." 

Some Republicans, including Mitt Romney, have 
criticized the Obama administration for its handling of the 
Syrian crisis, although the GOP presidential nominee hasn't 
said he would directly provide arms or lethal aid to the rebels. 

At the White House, press secretary Jay Carney said the 
military deployment wasn't a signal of a change in the U.S. 
position, adding the administration would continue to provide 
only nonlethal aid. 

"It's not an escalation," he said. "It's us working with a 
partner as part of our contingency planning to deal with the 
impacts of Assad's brutality." 

Syria, which blames Arab and Western countries for 
financing and arming the antigovernment insurgency, 
characterized reports of the U.S. presence on Jordan's border 
as evidence of "scandalous American involvement in the 
crisis." 

Damascus accused the Obama administration of carrying 
out a "secret agenda…to destroy Syria and destabilize its 
security and stability." 

Rebel fighters, meanwhile, have criticized the U.S. in 
particular for not providing them military aid, and Turkey for 
not taking unilateral action against its neighbor. 

The deployment of the 150 military personnel was 
reported Wednesday by the New York Times. The U.S. work 
with the Jordanians on plans to secure Syria was first reported 
by The Wall Street Journal in March. 

After a meeting of North Atlantic Treaty Organization 
defense ministers in Brussels, Defense Secretary Leon Panetta 
said the troops had been deployed to help Amman manage the 
impact from the Syria conflict. He said the U.S. is helping 
Jordan deal with refugees and working with Jordanian 
authorities to monitor chemical- and biological-weapons sites 
in Syria. 

Mr. Panetta, who said the U.S. is also working with 
Turkey to monitor weapons sites, is seeking to make sure 
security of the locations is maintained. "We want to make sure 
that these [biological] and chemical weapons don't fall into the 
wrong hands," he said, adding that the U.S. was also providing 
nonlethal support to the Syrian opposition and seeking to 
provide humanitarian aid. 

Lt. Col. Wesley Miller, a spokesman for the Department 
of Defense, said the U.S. has provided a variety of 
humanitarian assistance, including medical kits and water 
tanks to help Jordan deal with the flow of refugees. But he 
said the U.S. and Jordan were planning for a range of 
scenarios, including regarding the security of Syria's chemical-
weapons stockpile. 

Jordan has a long history of dealing with refugees from 
the West Bank, Iraq and other areas. Some experts said the 
presence of U.S. military planners shows efforts to step up 
preparations for Mr. Assad's fall. 

"It is a plausible assessment that this is about preparations 
for total-regime-collapse scenarios," said Joseph Holliday, an 
expert on the Syrian conflict at the Institute for the Study of 
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War, a nonpartisan Washington think tank. "It would make 
sense for us to do that in concert with the Jordanians." 

Jordan has been more eager to work with the U.S. on 
planning efforts, said military officials and defense experts—
more so than Turkey, which has been more reticent to conduct 
intensive planning or coordination with Washington. 

Jordanian officials declined to comment. U.S. officials 
have said Amman had requested the U.S. not publicly discuss 
the size of the military deployment. 

U.S. officials said they believe the Jordanian government 
would be unwilling to enter Syria as long as the Assad regime 
remains in power. 

Mr. Holliday said because of Jordan's hesitancy to get 
involved in the Syria conflict, it was unlikely that the 
deployment of U.S. planners would lead to a greater U.S. 
involvement in Syria. "I don't see this deployment dragging us 
into the conflict, for the simple reason that Jordanians aren't 
eager at all," Mr. Holliday said. 
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AAFFGGHHAANNIISSTTAANN::  
7. Panetta Promises Action Against Afghan Insider Attacks 
(REUTERS 10 OCT 12) ... David Alexander 

U.S. Defense Secretary Leon Panetta sought to reassure 
NATO allies on Wednesday effective action was being taken 
to stop "insider" attacks on their soldiers that have undermined 
trust between coalition and Afghan forces. 

Panetta also told a meeting of alliance defense ministers 
the 11-year-old Afghan war had "reached a critical moment" 
after the pullout of 33,000 U.S. "surge" troops brought in two 
years ago to help counter a strengthening Taliban insurgency. 

He said the coalition's response to attacks by Taliban 
insurgents disguised as Afghan policemen or soldiers and its 
efforts to improve its partnership with Afghan security forces 
would be critical to the success of the war with the Taliban. 

Panetta and NATO Secretary-General Anders Fogh 
Rasmussen told the gathering in Brussels there was no move 
to speed up the planned withdrawal of international forces. 

"The handover to Afghan security responsibility is 
unfolding as planned. And as transition takes hold, you will 
see some of our forces redeploying or drawing down as part of 
the strategy we have all agreed. This is not a rush for the exit, 
but the logical result of transition," Rasmussen said. 

At least 52 members of the NATO-led International 
Security Assistance Force have been killed this year by 
Afghans wearing police or army uniforms, eroding confidence 
between the sides. 

"Whatever motivates these attacks, the enemy intends to 
use them to undermine mutual trust and cohesion, driving a 
wedge between us and our Afghan partners," Panetta said. 

"We can only deny the enemy its objective by countering 
these attacks with all of our strength." 

He outlined steps the coalition and Afghan officials are 
taking to counter the attacks. They included enhanced training, 
better cultural awareness, continual review of partnering 
arrangements and expanded vetting of forces. 

Panetta also announced changes in the top military ranks 
in Afghanistan and Europe. 

General Joseph Dunford, assistant commandant of the 
U.S. Marine Corps, has been chosen to lead U.S. and 
international forces in Afghanistan, Panetta said. 

The current head of the International Security Assistance 
Force, Marine Corps General John Allen, will become the 

head of U.S. European Command and NATO Supreme Allied 
Commander Europe, taking over from Admiral James 
Stavridis, Panetta said. 

Both positions require U.S. Senate confirmation and the 
changes are expected to take place early next year. Panetta 
said President Barack Obama had decided to nominate the 
two. 

The defense ministers gave military experts the go-ahead 
on Wednesday to start detailed planning for the NATO-led 
training and advisory mission that will start after NATO ends 
combat operations in Afghanistan at the end of 2014. 

AFGHAN WAR AT "CRITICAL MOMENT" 
Panetta said a decision to send 33,000 extra U.S. troops 

into Afghanistan nearly two years ago had made a "decisive 
difference," sharply reducing casualties and forcing Taliban 
insurgents farther away from population centers. 

The United States completed the withdrawal of the so-
called "surge" forces in September, leaving 68,000 U.S. troops 
plus their coalition partners to carry on the mission. The 
coalition has trained some 350,000 Afghan forces and plans to 
hand over full security control to Kabul by the end of 2014. 

With the pullout of surge forces, "we've reached a critical 
moment for this alliance and for this war," Panetta said. 

To build the skill and capacity of the Afghan army and 
police, the coalition must "ensure they have the embedded 
trainers and mentors needed to assist them as they take 
security lead". 

He said the coalition faced a shortfall of 58 security 
assistance teams to advise the forces and urged the NATO 
allies to help fill the gap. 

Panetta said the size and composition of the NATO force 
that would remain in Afghanistan after 2014 had not been 
decided but its presence should be "steadfast and effective". 

British Defense Secretary Philip Hammond said on 
Tuesday evening he expected Britain would be able to make a 
"significant reduction" in its troop levels in Afghanistan in 
2013. 

Any enduring British presence after 2014 would be 
modest and targeted on "specific niche capabilities", he said. 

 
Return to Index 
 
 
 



 10

8. Panetta Urges NATO Allies To Help Train Afghans 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 10 OCT 12) ... Lolita C. Baldor 

BRUSSELS -- Defense Secretary Leon Panetta said 
Wednesday the NATO coalition has turned an important 
corner in Afghanistan, and has come too far and spilled too 
much blood to let insider attacks or anything else undermine 
the mission there. 

While he and other ministers refused to provide details of 
the expected withdrawal of troops in the coming two years, he 
said that from mid-2013 onward the U.S. and its allies will 
operate from fewer bases and the flow of military supplies and 
material out of Afghanistan will begin to grow. 

Panetta also used his time during the closed session of the 
NATO conference here Wednesday to urge the other defense 
ministers to help fill the shortfall of military training teams in 
Afghanistan. The teams, he said, are critical to building the 
capabilities of the Afghan forces so they can take control of 
their country's security by the end of 2014. 

Panetta asked that NATO allies provide the roughly 60 
teams that are needed — which would bring the total to 465 
— and give those commitments by later next month. It has 
been a persistent plea from the U.S. for the last three years, as 
NATO worked to increase the Afghan security forces to about 
352,000. 

"The U.S. has filled a disproportionate number of these 
teams in recent years, and I ask for your help to fill the gap," 
Panetta said, calling this a "critical moment" in the war. 

He later told reporters that ministers responded positively. 
He said they told him they would try to provide the teams. But 
he also acknowledged that, as in the past, the U.S. would 
continue to provide additional teams as well. 

The overriding theme at the conference, repeated by 
Panetta and others, was that NATO nations went into 
Afghanistan together and will go out together, and violence 
and challenges there have triggered no decline in commitment 
to the fight. 

"Whatever tactics the enemy throws at us ...we will not 
allow those tactics to divide us from our Afghan partners, and 
we will not allow those tactics to divert us from the mission 
we are dedicated to," Panetta told reporters. "We've come too 
far, we've fought too many battles, we have spilled too much 
blood not to finish the job." 

NATO Secretary-General Anders Fogh Rasmussen 
echoed those sentiments, saying that no one will be able to 
drive a wedge between the Afghan and coalition forces. "The 
insider attacks will not change our strategy," he said. 

Already this year insider attacks, in which Afghan forces 
or insurgents dressed like them, have killed or injured 130 
allied forces. 

In Washington, President Barack Obama nominated 
Marine Gen. John Allen, the top U.S. commander in 
Afghanistan, to be the next NATO supreme allied commander. 

Allen is slated to replace Admiral Jim Stavridis in the 
spring, and Marine Gen. Joseph Dunford, the assistant Marine 
commandant, would take the top Afghanistan job. The 
changes must be confirmed by the Senate. 

During the NATO meeting, Allen and Panetta assured the 
ministers that commanders have come up ways to reduce the 
insider attacks. 

The tactics to reduce the attacks have largely been in 
place for some time. They include increased vetting of Afghan 
recruits, enhanced training and cultural awareness, greater use 
of so-called guardian angel troops who stand guard to protect 
their comrades, and a new system that requires partnered 
operations with small units to be approved by top 
commanders. 

Rasmussen seemed to reject any idea that there will be 
any acceleration in the drawdown, despite concerns about the 
insider attacks. 

"This is not about speeding up," said Rasmussen, adding 
that the coalition will execute a careful, deliberate and 
coordinated process for the transfer of security to the Afghans 
by the time the NATO combat mission ends in 2014. "This is 
not a rush for the exit." 

At that time, NATO will change to a training and 
advisory mission. NATO ministers are expected to endorse a 
broad framework for that transition during their meeting here. 

That mission is also likely to include continued 
counterterrorism efforts by the U.S. There have been 
suggestions that a force of as many as 20,000 troops could 
remain in Afghanistan after the end of 2014, but no decisions 
have been made. Allen is expected to provide some 
recommendations before the end of the year on the pace and 
number of U.S. troops leaving Afghanistan beginning in 2013. 

Dunford has been assistant commandant since October 
2010. Allen took over the Afghanistan job in July 2011, after 
serving as the acting commander of U.S. Central Command 
for a short time. 
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AASSIIAA  ––  PPAACCIIFFIICC::  
9. North Korea Says A Long-Range Missile Test Is Now More Likely 
(NEW YORK TIMES 11 OCT 12) ... Choe Sang-Hun 

SEOUL, South Korea — North Korea said on Wednesday 
that it felt freer to test a long-range missile now that 
Washington has agreed to let South Korea nearly triple the 
reach of its ballistic missiles, putting all of the North within its 
range. 

The warning, in a statement from a spokesman for the 
North’s Foreign Ministry, came a day after the North Korean 
government claimed to have missiles capable of striking 
targets on the American mainland. 

The American-South Korean missile agreement, which 
was announced on Sunday, “poured cold water on all efforts to 
stabilize the situation on the Korean Peninsula and in the 
region, including our restraint from launching long-range 
missiles,” the statement said. “Now, the United States will 
have nothing to say even if we launch a long-range missile for 
military purposes.” 

Since 1998, North Korea has launched several rockets, 
saying that it was trying to put scientific satellites into orbit. 
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But Washington and its allies said the North’s true purpose 
was to test intercontinental ballistic missile technology. The 
most recent such launching, of a rocket called the Unha-3 in 
April, led to the unraveling of a February agreement with the 
United States in which North Korea had promised a 
moratorium on nuclear and missile tests in return for food aid. 

All the North Korean rockets have exploded in midair or 
failed to put satellites into orbit, according to American and 
South Korean officials, casting doubt on the North’s ability to 
deliver a warhead on a long-range missile. 

On Wednesday, North Korea said that the South’s new 
agreement with the United States, which allows the South to 

increase the range of its ballistic missiles to 800 kilometers, or 
500 miles, had hardened the North’s conviction that the 
United States plans to invade the North, and said it was “only 
natural for us to do everything we can to strengthen our 
capabilities of striking the base of aggression with missiles.” 

Security analysts, citing satellite images, have reported in 
recent months that North Korea was building a new launching 
pad at the Musudan-ri missile test site on the northeastern 
coast designed for rockets bigger than the Unha-3 tested in 
April. The analysts said the North was also refurbishing the 
site’s existing launching pad. 
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LLCCSS::  
10. The Navy’s New Class of Warships: Big Bucks, Little Bang 
(TIME 05 OCT 12) ... John Sayen 

The Navy’s new Littoral Combat Ship (LCS) is not only 
staggeringly overpriced and chronically unreliable but — even 
if it were to work perfectly — cannot match the combat power 
of similar sized foreign warships costing only a fraction as 
much. Let’s take a deep dive and try to figure out why. 

The story so far: 

 Congress has funded the LCS program since 
February 2002. Its publically stated purpose was to 
create a new generation of surface combatants able to 
operate in dangerous shallow water and near-shore 
environments. 

 By December 2009 the Navy had built two radically 
dissimilar prototypes, the mono-hulled USS Freedom 
(LCS-1) and the trimaran-hulled USS Independence 
(LSC-2). 

 A year later it adopted both designs and decided to 
award block buy construction contracts for five more 
ships of each type. 

 Since neither design had yet proven either its 
usefulness or functionality it seems that the Navy’s 
object was to make the LCS program “too big to fail” 
as soon as possible. 

 It may be working: the 55-ship fleet is slated to cost 
more than $40 billion, giving each vessel a price tag 
north of $700 million, roughly double the original 
estimated cost. 

Both LCS designs were supposed to be small (about 3,000 
tons displacement), shallow-draft coastal warships that relied 
on simplicity, numbers and new technology to stay affordable 
and capable throughout their service lives. 

The new technology was mainly robotics (unmanned air, 
surface and underwater vehicles) and modular weapons and 
sensors. The modular systems were a series of mission 
payload packages or modules; each designed to fit a common 
cargo/weapons bay or slot and focus the ship on a specific 
mission. 

When the ship’s mission changed it could quickly swap 
its current module for one that supported the new mission. 
This was a way to combine the advantages of both single and 
multi-mission platforms. 

Foreign navies had already applied the concept 
successfully. The Danish Navy’s “Standard Flex” series of 

weapon modules had in particular grabbed the U.S. Navy’s 
attention. 

Each LCS also has a flight deck and hangar able to 
accommodate up to two H-60 helicopters or up to four MQ-8B 
helicopter drones (one helicopter and two to three drones 
would be a typical mix). In addition, an LCS can carry and 
operate surface and sub-surface drones. Current modules in 
development are for mine warfare (MIW), anti-submarine 
warfare (ASW) and anti-surface warfare (ASUW). 

The MIW and ASW modules are mostly sensors with 
only drone or helicopter launched weapons. The ASUW 
module is focused mainly on defeating speedboats and offers 
only two 30mm MK-46 guns and some short-ranged low 
payload Griffin missiles. None of these modules will even be 
testable until well into FY13 and none will be operational 
before FY16. 

Outside of the modules an LCS has a permanent 
armament of a 57mm MK-110 automatic gun, some 0.50-
caliber machineguns and a close defense missile system (RIM-
116 SeaRAM). 

Even with its modules the LCS compares poorly with 
similar-sized but much less expensive ships in foreign navies. 

The new Russian Steregushchy-class frigate, for example, 
is (at 2,200 tons) about 30% smaller than an LCS and cost 
only 20-25% as much. Yet, it carries a 100mm automatic gun, 
14.5-mm machineguns, close-in defense “Gatling gun” 
systems (AK-630), medium range surface to air missiles (S400 
series), SS-N-25 anti-ship missiles (sub-sonic and shorter 
ranged than the US Harpoon but far more capable than the 
Griffin), 533-mm (21”) torpedoes, 324mm anti-submarine 
torpedoes and a helicopter. The ship is not only in production 
for the Russian Navy but also for the navies of Algeria and 
Indonesia. A version is also being built for China. 

The Swedish Visby-class corvette was one of the models 
on which LCS was based. It carries the same 57mm gun plus 
antisubmarine rockets and torpedoes, anti-ship missiles, a 
radar-deflecting hull, and a helicopter pad (but no hangar, 
apparently). It can also reach 35 knots but it is only a fifth as 
large. 

The Chinese have more than 80 Houbei-class fast-attack 
boats in service. Each costs only $40 million to build and 
displaces only 220 tons (one-fifteenth as much as an LCS). 
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Yet they carry C-801 series anti-ship missiles that greatly 
outrange any weapon the LCS has. 

About the only threat the LCS might handle is the 
“swarms” of Iranian machinegun and RPG-carrying 
speedboats in the Persian Gulf. Apart from the fact that the 
Iranian crisis will have been resolved for better or worse 
before most of the LCS fleet can be built, these Iranian small 
craft lack weapons big enough to menace any serious warship. 

However the LCS itself may be more vulnerable to these 
speedboats than the ships it is protecting from them. This is 
because the ballooning LCS construction costs caused the 
Navy to try to save money by ordering that future ships be 
built to commercial standards. 

This will reduce their survivability level (protection of 
ship, crew, and vital systems) to (or below) the lowest level 
(of three) the Navy recognizes. Survivability testing has been 
cancelled, as it would cause too much damage to the test ship. 
Instead, the LCS is rated as not survivable in a “hostile combat 
environment.” 

Worse, the Navy has admitted that, unlike the foreign 
systems they were modeled on, LCS modules will not be 
swappable within day or two as originally envisaged. Instead, 
the process can take weeks. Practical and political limitations 
on storing modules and supporting them overseas are likely to 
make module swapping possible only in U.S. shipyards. An 
LCS entering a combat theater will have to be in a single 
“come as you are” configuration that cannot adapt to mission 
changes. 

The LCS does lead its foreign competitors when it comes 
to speed. At the Navy’s insistence, each LCS carries a set of 
diesels for cruising. It also has a suite of gas turbines that can 
at least for short spurts propel it at speeds as high as 50 knots. 

By contrast the LCS’ foreign competitors rarely exceed 
35 knots (the heavily-armed Steregushchy is only good for 
26). However, speed at sea is a terribly expensive capability. 
Except for large nuclear-powered ships, very high speeds are 
only possible for limited times and in good weather. 
Incremental speed increases require geometric horsepower 
increases. Gas turbines generating more than 100,000 
horsepower and their associated fuel tanks must leave the LCS 
little space for armor, weapons, sensors or crew 
accommodations. Though the Navy has not said so, it is likely 
that these gas turbines have been the source of many of the 
LCS’ mechanical problems. 

Why is high speed so important? Even high-speed 
minesweeping does not require more than 25 knots or so. For 
chasing small boats the LCS’s size advantage will let it catch 
nominally faster craft if any kind of sea is running. If this is 
not enough, the LCS has its helicopters and drones. The LCS 
may need speed to deploy quickly over long distances but is 
unlikely to need it for tactical maneuver. Without its gas 

turbines the LCS could be small (and cheaper), like the Visby, 
or powerfully-armed, like the Steregushchy. Instead, it is 
neither. 

When asked why the LCS has sacrificed so much for 
speed, Navy spokesmen tend to become vague. In a recent 
interview, Rear Admiral Thomas Rowden, the Navy’s chief of 
surface warfare, could only explain the LCS’ speed 
requirement with clichés such as “speed is life” (is the LCS 
really an airplane? Does it outrun cruise missiles?) or “more is 
better” (more speed but less of everything else?). He even 
quoted John Paul Jones asking for a fast ship to go “in harm’s 
way.” Such fatuous statements might satisfy a fourth-grade 
civics class but this contemptuous dismissal of legitimate 
taxpayer concerns speaks volumes about what the Navy thinks 
of the people who ultimately pay its bills. 

The surface-warfare chief went on to say that the Navy 
had yet to settle key LCS issues regarding missions, tactics 
and the design features to support them. In a sane world, such 
issues would have been ironed out before any ships were built. 
Once they are settled, the results will have to be applied to 
existing ships (to the extent that is possible) at enormous cost. 
Such are the effects of a “build first, design later” shipbuilding 
policy. 

The level of incompetence the Navy has displayed with 
the LCS is truly breathtaking. 

The LCS was supposed to be small and cheap, able to 
relieve larger more expensive ships of secondary tasks and to 
dominate coastal “brown water” environments. Yet, it is not 
cheap. Construction costs have ballooned to more than triple 
their original estimates. It is incredibly extravagant for some 
of its missions (those than any Coast Guard cutter could do), 
and very inadequate for most of the others. Its MIW and ASW 
capabilities are only those of the aircraft it carries. Even with 
its ASUW module, its firepower falls far short of foreign ships 
one-fifth the size. Its RIM-116 lacks the range to protect other 
ships. Its 57mm gun is short-ranged and cannot support troops 
ashore. 

Taxpayers – and Navy personnel, past and present — may 
better appreciate the scope of the LCS disaster when reminded 
that current plans call for these pseudo-warships to comprise 
more than a third of the Navy’s surface combatants by 2020. 

Nevertheless, the Navy is not worried. Congress will bail 
them out and ensure the LCS program yields some sort of 
product, even if it is a terribly overpriced and only marginally 
meets program requirements. 

Meanwhile, foreign — not necessarily friendly — navies 
are building better and cheaper ships. 

John Sayen retired from the Marine Corps in 2002 as a 
lieutenant colonel. He currently works in the defense industry 
and occasionally writes on current and historical military and 
naval issues. 
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11. LCS: Let’s Talk Facts 
(NAVY LIVE 10 OCT 12) ... Rear Adm. John Kirby, U.S. Navy Chief of Information 

Last week on Time’s Battleland Blog there was a piece by 
Mr. John Sayen entitled “The Navy’s New Class of Warships: 
Big Bucks, Little Bang.” You can read it here 
http://nation.time.com/2012/10/05/the-navys-new-class-of-
warships-big-bucks-little-bang/ 

Obviously, Mr. Sayen is not a fan of the Littoral Combat 
Ship. And that’s OK. We welcome the debate and the 
discussion. We agree with him that it’s important for the Navy 
to be transparent and honest about how we spend taxpayer 
dollars. I just wish he had reached out to me before writing his 
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piece, because so much of his criticism was rooted in old, 
misconstrued or simply bad information. 

Let’s take them one at a time… 
SAYEN: “Since neither design had yet proven either its 

usefulness or functionality it seems that the Navy’s object was 
to make the LCS program “too big to fail” as soon as 
possible.” 

That’s a pretty bold charge…and unfair. He’s basically 
saying we tried to steamroll the system to get what we want, to 
get so deep into a program that no lawmaker or leader would 
dare shut it down.  

Actually, selecting both designs was the consequence of 
trying to encourage competition between the two builders and 
drive costs down. And we succeeded. We saved $2.9 billion in 
projected procurement costs, enough to buy five more LCSs, a 
DDG, and a Mobile Landing Platform. 

By awarding two contracts for 10 ships each, we will be 
able to better analyze the two variants in fleet service, build up 
fleet numbers faster than expected, and save a bundle. And we 
always retain the option to down select to one variant should 
circumstances dictate. 

Never did we have anything but the taxpayers’ — and our 
national — interests foremost in mind. 

SAYEN: “It may be working: the 55-ship fleet is slated to 
cost more than $40 billion, giving each vessel a price tag north 
of $700 million, roughly double the original estimated cost.” 

Yes, there has definitely been cost growth. Can’t deny 
that. The Navy initially established an objective cost of $250 
million per ship and a threshold cost of $400 million per ship 
(seaframe and mission modules included). The first two 
seaframes of the class, which were both research and 
development ships of two different varients, cost $537 million 
(LCS 1) and $653 million (LCS 2), respectively.  

But that was then. This is now. We have 20 LCSs under 
fixed price contracts. The average price for a fully missionized 
LCS (seaframe and modules) will be below the 
congressionally mandated cost cap of $460 million (FY10 
dollars) for the seaframe only. 

And the tenth ship of each production run will beat the 
cost cap my several tens of millions of dollars. That will allow 
us to inject added capabilities, if desired or required, without 
breaking the bank—just as we have done in the Arleigh Burke 
DDG program for the past 20 years. 

On balance, for the LCS’s size and capability, we believe 
the Navy — and the taxpayers –are getting one heck of a 
bargain. 

SAYEN: “The ASUW (anti-surface warfare) module is 
focused mainly on defeating speedboats and offers only two 
30mm MK-46 guns and some short-ranged low payload 
Griffin missiles. None of these modules will even be testable 
until well into FY13 and none will be operational before 
FY16”. 

Well, not really. Two surface warfare packages and two 
mine counter measure packages have already been delivered 
to us for testing. The surface package will be operational well 
before 2016.   

In fact, we’re planning to embark it aboard USS 
FREEDOM when she deploys to Singapore next spring. The 
surface module weapons Mr. Sayen disparages will serve to 
supplement the ship’s organic 57-mm gun and an MH-60R 
armed helicopter, thus providing additional capability. 

SAYEN: “…ballooning LCS construction costs caused 
the Navy to try to save money by ordering that future ships be 
built to commercial standards. 

That’s sort of backwards. Actually, it was our GOING IN 
position to design the ships to commercial standards, hoping 
to produce more of them faster and save money. But all that 
changed when we made the decision to increase survivability 
standards by adhering to Naval Vessel Rules.  

All littoral combat ships are being built to these rules, 
NOT commercial standards.   

As I readily admitted, that decision made the ships cost 
more … but we stand by the reasoning for it. 

SAYEN: “…the LCS is rated as not survivable in a 
“hostile combat environment.” 

Like all warships, LCS is built to fight. It’s built for 
combat.  

Nobody ever said this ship can — and no engineer can 
ever design a ship to — withstand every conceivable threat on 
the sea. But the LCS is significantly more capable than the 
older mine counter measure ships and patrol craft it was 
designed to replaces, and stands up well to the frigates now 
serving in the fleet. 

It is fast, maneuverable, and has low radar, infrared, and 
magnetic signatures. Its core self-defense suite is designed to 
defeat a surprise salvo of one or two anti-ship cruise missiles 
when the ship is operating independently, or leakers that get 
through fleet area and short-range air defenses when operating 
with naval task forces. 

Its 57mm gun is more than capable of taking out small 
boats and craft. Its armed helicopter gives the LCS an over-
the-horizon attack capability and is lethal against submarines. 
LCS will stand outside of minefields and sweep them with 
little danger to its crew—and be able to defend itself while 
doing so. The ship has extensive automated firefighting 
systems and can remain afloat after considerable flooding 
damage.     

We’re more than comfortable that the ship can fight and 
defend itself in a combat environment, especially when acting 
in concert with larger multi-mission cruisers and destroyers, 
exactly as we designed it to do. 

SAYEN: “…the Navy has admitted that, unlike the 
foreign systems they were modeled on, LCS modules will not 
be swappable within day or two as originally envisaged. 
Instead, the process can take weeks.” 

Each LCS will deploy with the Mission Package (MP) 
required to accomplish directed missions. If a commander 
directs a mission package swap, equipment staging and 
personnel movement will be planned and coordinated in 
advance.  

The physical swap of mission package equipment can 
occur, as advertised, in less than 96 hours … just like we 
“originally envisaged.” Getting the ship ready for a new 
mission may take a little longer. But the fact is this ship is 
more flexible than any in the fleet. 

Consider this: with three crews assigned to every two 
LCS hulls, the Navy will keep 50% of the entire LCS fleet 
deployed or ready for tasking. That means up to 27 ships 
might be “out and about” at any given time, with a mix of 
anti-submarine, anti-surface, and counter mine mission 
packages already aboard. With the LCS’s high speed, this 
force will be able to quickly concentrate in any theater with 
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exactly the right packages needed for the job. When coupled 
with the ability to change out modules in theater, you have an 
extremely agile force. 

SAYEN: “Its MIW (mine warfare) and ASW 
(antisubmarine warfare) capabilities are only those of the 
aircraft it carries.” 

Not so.  
The LCS Mine Countermeasures package will be capable 

of conducting the full gambit of mine operations — hunting, 
sweeping, and neutralization — against a wide variety of 
threats. And it’s going to do that using both organic AND 
embarked systems. 

SAYEN: “Its RIM-116 lacks the range to protect other 
ships. Its 57mm gun is short-ranged and cannot support troops 
ashore.” 

OK … but the LCS was never designed to protect other 
ships or to support troops ashore.  That’s not its job. 

Its job is to protect the sea base and high value naval units 
from swarming boats, hunt down and sink diesel submarines, 
and clear mines in littoral waters. And it will do these jobs 
extremely well. It will be the best swarm killer in the surface 
fleet. It will have a better anti-submarine capability than the 
frigate it replaces. And it will be superior to the mine warfare 
vessels it replaces. 

I thank Mr. Sayen for his interest. I really do. And I hope 
we can have a conversation with him moving forward. I don’t 
mind the criticism. I just want the opportunity to help inform 
it. 

Look, we know the ship has hit some rough waters. We 
know it’s controversial in some quarters. And we know that 
there have been both cost and requirement challenges. Some 
of that is just intrinsic to the work of developing and building 
a new class of ship. 

But we also believe that the decisions we’ve made with 
respect to capabilities, while costly and perhaps even time-
consuming, will in the end put to sea a faster, more powerful 
and more agile warship. 

Let’s not forget that we’ve been doing something almost 
unheard of in the shipbuilding business. In relatively short 
order — and far faster than the 12-15 years it takes with a 
destroyer — we designed a new ship class…we commissioned 
three of them, with nine more in various phases of 
construction…and now we’re going to deploy one to the 
Western Pacific. 

I don’t expect the LCS debate to cease anytime soon. As I 
said, I welcome it. It’s healthy for us and for the country. But I 
do expect the criticism to be based on facts — current, 
relevant facts. 

Let’s try to have THAT discussion.  
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DDEEMMPPSSEEYY::  
12. Dempsey Says Partners Make U.S. Strategy Work 
(DEFENSE DAILY 11 OCT 12) ... Ann Roosevelt 

Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Army Gen. Martin 
Dempsey said yesterday relationships are critical to face 
current and future challenges in the global environment. 

“We need them to make our strategy work,” he told a 
National Press Club luncheon. 

Marking his first year in the position, Dempsey said he 
has met with 57 of his counterparts in 22 countries. 

Mutual respect is built on trust, he said, and part of that is 
building direct person-to-person relationships. 

For example, when something plays out in the media, he 
can pick up the phone and directly call his counterpart, and 
have discussions. 

He was very clear that he does “not communicate with 
that person through the media.” 

As chairman, he visited Afghanistan six times in his first 
term, and learned something each time, he said. Discussions 
have ranged from campaign plans to tactical discussions. 

From troops at the leading edge, Dempsey said he gets 
insights into what’s going on--such as the insider threat. 

“We can’t let it dissuade us from our objectives,” he said. 
“I can’t prevent it, but I can continue to work to mitigate the 
risk.” 

Part of that risk mitigation is to establish a level of trust 
with Afghans, he said. “You can’t commute to work.” Or 
work 9 to 5 and then go home. Trainers have to be part of the 
trainee’s lives to build that trust. 

NATO, he pointed out, for more than 60 years “exists on 
a basis of shared values.” The challenge is to keep those bonds 
strong. 

Also yesterday, NATO welcomed the nominations of 
Marine Gen. John Allen to be the new Supreme Allied 
Commander- Europe, and commander of U.S. European 
Command, replacing Navy Adm. James Stavridis, and the 
selection of Marine Gen. Joseph Dunford to succeed Allen as 
ISAF commander. Dunford is assistant Marine commandant. 
Both require Senate confirmation. 

“Both are talented, courageous and thinking officers,” 
Dempsey said. 

Hitting a historical note, Dempsey noted that Oct. 10 was 
the day in 1913 that President Woodrow Wilson opened the 
Panama Canal, an event that redefined geography and power. 

This year, 17 nations participated in the annual Panamax 
exercise, an event with the scenario of defending the canal 
from invasion. 

There are challenges ahead, Dempsey said. 
With partners, “globally integrated operations” can be 

conducted, a concept that would quickly combine joint forces 
postured worldwide with partners to integrate capabilities. 

This is a concept discussed in the September release of 
the Capstone Concept for Joint Operations: Joint Force 2020, 
and is still being fleshed out. 
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AARRMMSS  CCOONNTTRROOLL::  
13. Russia Won’t Renew Pact on Weapons With U.S. 
(NEW YORK TIMES 10 OCT 12) ... David M. Herszenhorn 

MOSCOW — The Russian government said Wednesday 
that it would not renew a hugely successful 20-year 
partnership with the United States to safeguard and dismantle 
nuclear and chemical weapons in the former Soviet Union 
when the program expires next spring, a potentially grave 
setback in the already fraying relationship between the former 
cold war enemies.  

The Kremlin’s refusal to renew the Nunn-Lugar 
Cooperative Threat Reduction Program would put an end to a 
multibillion-dollar effort, financed largely by American 
taxpayers, that is widely credited with removing all nuclear 
weapons from the former Soviet republics of Ukraine, 
Kazakhstan and Belarus; deactivating more than 7,600 
strategic nuclear warheads; and eliminating huge stockpiles of 
nuclear missiles and chemical weapons, as well as launchers 
and other equipment and military sites that supported 
unconventional weapons.  

“The American side knows that we would not want a new 
extension,” a deputy foreign minister, Sergey Ryabkov, told 
the news agency Interfax. “This is not news.”  

In a statement on its Web site, the Russian Foreign 
Ministry said that the Obama administration had proposed 
renewing the arrangement but that Washington was well 
aware of Russia’s opposition. “American partners know that 
their proposal is not consistent with our ideas about what 
forms and on what basis further cooperation should be built,” 
the statement said.  

Russian officials, meanwhile, noted that their country’s 
financial situation is far improved from the days after the 
collapse of the Soviet Union, raising the possibility that Russia 
would be willing to continue initiatives started under the 
Nunn-Lugar agreement, but with its own financing and 
supervision. The Foreign Ministry, in its statement, noted that 
Russia has increased its budget allocation “in the field of 
disarmament.”  

American officials, including one of the original 
architects of the program, Senator Richard G. Lugar, 
Republican of Indiana, have said they still have hope of 
reaching some form of new agreement with Russia.  

But the prospects seem bleak.  
President Vladimir V. Putin, while expressing a 

willingness to cooperate on nonproliferation issues, has said 
that a more pressing priority is to address Russia’s opposition 
to United States plans for a missile defense system based in 

Europe. President Obama has shown little willingness to make 
any concessions, other than to offer repeated reassurance that 
the system is not intended for use against Russia. And the 
Republican presidential nominee, Mitt Romney, seems even 
less likely to compromise on the missile defense issue.  

The plan to end the Nunn-Lugar program appears to be 
the latest step by the Russian government in an expanding 
effort to curtail American-led initiatives, and especially the 
influence of American money, in various spheres of Russian 
public policy.  

Last month, the Kremlin directed the United States 
Agency for International Development to halt all of its 
operations in Russia, which similarly entailed two decades of 
work, but in support of nonprofit groups like human rights 
advocates and civil society and public health programs.  

The Russian government had made no secret of its 
unhappiness with some programs financed by the Agency for 
International Development, like Golos, the country’s only 
independent election-monitoring group, which helped expose 
fraud in disputed parliamentary voting last December.  

Mr. Lugar, who is leaving the Senate at the end of this 
year, visited Moscow in August to begin pressing for renewal 
of the program and found Russian officials resistant. “The 
Russian government indicated a desire to make changes to the 
Nunn-Lugar Umbrella Agreement as opposed to simply 
extending it,” he said Wednesday. “At no time did officials 
indicate that, at this stage of negotiation, they were intent on 
ending it, only amending it.”  

But Mr. Lugar, the senior Republican on the Foreign 
Relations Committee, lost a primary election this year in his 
bid for a seventh term, and he has acknowledged that there are 
few lawmakers who seem willing to carry on his efforts, 
which began in partnership with Senator Sam Nunn, Democrat 
of Georgia.  

During his August visit to Moscow, Mr. Lugar said he 
hoped that the United States and Russia could use their past 
successes as a basis for expanding their efforts to reduce the 
threat of unconventional weapons in other countries. He raised 
the idea of trying to eliminate chemical weapons in Syria.  

Russian officials, however, seem increasingly unwilling 
to let the United States set the agenda in global diplomacy — 
blocking demands, for example, for more aggressive 
intervention in Syria.  

Return to Index 
 
 

EENNEERRGGYY::  
14. U.S. Navy Secretary Says Biofuel Technology Has Arrived 
(AEROSPACE DAILY AND DEFENSE REPORT 10 OCT 12) ... Michael Fabey 

Despite continued opposition from lawmakers like U.S. 
Sen. John McCain (R-Ariz.), the U.S. Navy will continue its 
efforts to leverage biofuels technology for its ships and 
aircraft, service Secretary Ray Mabus says. 

Mabus disputes McCain’s contention that the Navy is 
investing in unproven and costly technology by pursuing a 
course for biofuels. “The technology is there,” he said Oct. 9 

during a luncheon in Arlington, Va., hosted by the National 
Aeronautic Association. 

Research shows that biofuels will be a viable alternative 
for fossil fuel between 2018 and 2024, according to Mabus. 
“What we can do is speed that up to make it more 
competitive,” he says. 
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The Navy has been picking up plenty of steam with its 
biofuels efforts. The service has touted the use of biofuels in 
recent large-scale exercises and it is putting together a so-
called “Green Fleet” of ships that use alternative fuel while 
also developing a “Green Hornet” F-18 with the same concept. 

One of the more interesting alternative fuel concepts 
being pursued by the Navy is the Office of Naval Research’s 
program to hone the chemistry for producing jet fuel from 
renewable resources in theater. 

The most promising process, the Navy says, would 
catalytically convert carbon dioxide hydrogen gas directly to 
liquid hydrocarbon fuel used as JP-5, a process being 
developed and honed by the Naval Research Laboratory 
(NRL). 

NRL has successfully developed and demonstrated 
technologies for the recovery of carbon dioxide and the 
production of hydrogen gas from seawater using an 
electrochemical acidification cell, and the conversion of those 
gases to hydrocarbons that can be used to produce jet fuel, the 
Navy says. 

“We don’t have a favorite technology,” Mabus says. The 
service is simply keen to develop alternatives. 

McCain says Mabus should stick to building and 
operating ships, not developing fuel for them. “You are the 
Secretary of the Navy, not the Secretary of Energy,” McCain 
says in a July 27 letter to Mabus. 

In that same letter, McCain chastised Mabus for his 
“decision to buy 450,000 gallons of biofuels at over $26 per 
gallon for a ‘demonstration’ using operations and maintenance 
funds provided by Congress” as well as the Navy’s 
commitment of $170 million to develop a commercial biofuels 
refinery. Both moves “will result in a real cost to the readiness 
and safety of our sailors and Marines,” McCain said. 

The Navy sees fuel needs as a measure of readiness too. 
The Navy’s Military Sealift Command, the primary supplier of 
fuel and oil to the fleet, delivered nearly 600 million gal. of 
fuel to Navy vessels under way in fiscal 2011, operating 15 
fleet replenishment oilers around the globe. 
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15. Fuel From The Sea 
Reshuffling water molecules could propel Navy's aircraft, but tech has a long way to go. 
(NAVY TIMES 15 0CT 12) ... Joshua Stewart 

The Navy's next source of renewable fuel is something 
you know very well: the ocean itself. 

The Naval Research Laboratory and the Office of Naval 
Research are working on a project that would turn ocean water 
into JP-5 aviation fuel, the lifeblood for all of the Navy's 
aircraft. 

The technology is about a decade away from becoming a 
reality, researchers say. But if it works, it would be a major 
pivot in the way the Navy operates. 

It would allow a carrier air wing to fly longer, without 
having to bring more fuel onto the carrier. It would protect 
ships from risky replenishments at sea. And it would reduce 
reliance on a fluctuating petroleum market. 

In short: It would revolutionize the way carrier air wings 
fly, the way carrier strike groups deploy and how Military 
Sealift Command provides some 600 million gallons of fuel to 
ships around the world. 

As one study in the Journal of Renewable and Sustainable 
energy put it, turning the ocean into fuel is "game changing." 

But by no means will this be an easy task for researchers. 
The process hinges on the ability to isolate molecules in 

ocean water, then rearrange their atoms into JP-5, the fuel that 
not only powers Navy aircraft but is also approved for ship 
engines. 

Alternate Energy Breakdown 
According to the journal article, which was written by 

Navy researchers, here's how 100,000 gallons of JP-5 could be 
made in a day: 

Step 1: A processing plant would extract carbon dioxide 
from 2.35 billion gallons of water — enough to fill the 2012 
Olympic swimming pool 2,400 times. This water would yield 
about 11.9 million gallons worth of carbon dioxide. 

Step 2: Another process will produce hydrogen from 
ocean water. Through reverse osmosis, fresh water will be 
extracted from ocean water. The two hydrogen atoms from the 
freshwater molecules will be separated from the oxygen atom. 

The hydrogen atoms will be collected while the oxygen atoms 
will be vented away. 

Step 3: The hydrogen and carbon dioxide from the first 
two steps will be used in a catalytic conversion process. The 
end result is water, heat, and, most importantly, synthetic 
hydrocarbon, or fuel. Theoretically, the process could be 
tailored to produce any sort of hydrocarbon fuel, not just JP-5, 
according to the report. 

The leftover water and heat generated could be harnessed 
and recycled into the system, making it more efficient. 

This process would require an outside energy source to 
cause the various reactions. Nuclear power systems, such as 
the ones used on aircraft carriers and submarines, could be one 
option. Another could be ocean thermal energy conversion, a 
process where the temperature differences between warm 
water near the ocean's surface and colder water at deeper 
depths are used to turn an engine and create electricity. 

The study doesn't answer some big questions, however. 
For example, how would all the necessary equipment to 

process hundreds of thousands of ocean water per day fit on an 
aircraft carrier? 

To Be Determined 
"The key is funding research to reduce the power needed 

for the process, so more fuel can be made," said Heather 
Willauer, a NRL chemist and one of the writers of the study. 
"In addition, research focus should be directed toward 
reducing the size, weight and footprint of the technologies to 
make it feasible for a sea-based process." 

The analysis estimated fuel from this process would cost 
between $3 and $6 per gallon, including initial start-up costs. 
The report cited the Navy's 2011 average cost for JP-5 at 
$3.51; media reports have put that number closer to $4. These 
prices don't include shipping and storage costs, which would 
be cut drastically or eliminated by making JP-5 at sea. 

"Historical data suggest that in nine years, the price of 
fuel for the Navy could be well over the price of producing a 
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synthetic jet fuel at sea," the journal article says. Navy 
Secretary Ray Mabus has set goals to cut the Navy and Marine 
Corps' use of fossil fuels, calling for using alternative fuels for 
50 percent of the Navy Department's total energy usage by 
2020. His plan has come under attack, largely from 

Republicans; who say the Navy should not pursue alternative 
fuel program until alternative fuels are more cost effective. 
The Navy's work in alternative liquid fuels has used a blend of 
traditional fuels mixed with either an algae- or camelina-based 
based fuel. 
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BBUUSSIINNEESSSS::  
16. Proposed BAE-EADS Merger Called Off 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 10 OCT 12) ... Sylvia Hui and Sarah DiLorenzo 

LONDON - A deal to create a European defense and 
aerospace giant to rival Boeing Co. collapsed Wednesday 
when BAE Systems and EADS NV called off merger talks in 
the face of government objections. 

The companies said they had "decided to terminate their 
discussions" over the proposed $45 billion tie-up because of 
conflicting interests between the British, French and German 
governments. 

"It has become clear that the interests of the parties' 
government stakeholders cannot be adequately reconciled with 
each other or with the objectives that BAE Systems and EADS 
established for the merger," the companies said in a statement. 

The proposed merger between Britain's BAE and Franco-
German EADS, the parent of Airbus, would have created a 
company with a market value just shy of Boeing's. 

But from the start, investors were skeptical about the deal 
because of the political disagreements. All three governments 
had to approve the deal for it to go ahead. 

"It's not up to me to regret or rejoice," French President 
Francois Hollande said. "The French state as shareholder 
made known a certain number of arguments, of conditions. 
Our German friends had a certain number of criteria that were 
important to them. The British did the same. And the 
companies came to their conclusion." 

The companies confirmed the end of their discussions just 
hours before a deadline on whether to go ahead with the 
merger, ask for more time or call it off. 

The chief executives of both companies had emphasized 
that the merger was sought not out of necessity, but in the 
hope of leapfrogging Boeing to the number one spot. 

A number of concerns were instantly raised, including the 
scale and location of any job cuts. Questions were also raised 
about what the deal would do to the delicate balance that 
Germany and France have achieved in EADS after years of 
bickering. 

German officials never appeared keen on the deal, 
preferring EADS to stay the way it was. 

The British government was wary about what the 
prospective deal would do to BAE's big business dealings with 
the U.S., as well as the scale of the involvement of other 
governments in the combined entity's affairs. If the new entity 
was perceived as state-owned, it could affect its ability to vie 
for contracts in the U.S. and Asia. 

BAE's biggest shareholder, Invesco Perpetual, which 
owns more than 13 percent of the group, also relayed its 
concerns that the merger could threaten BAE's U.S. defense 
contracts. BAE is a central lynchpin of the commercial 
relationship between the U.S. and the U.K. 

In the end, these objections proved too difficult to solve, 
derailing a deal that would have created a company with 
annual sales of around (EURO)70 billion ($90 billion) and a 
combined global workforce in excess of 220,000. 

"That government disagreements killed this deal carries a 
lesson for consolidation of the European defence market as a 
whole," said Guy Anderson, a defense industry analyst at IHS 
Jane's. "Meshing the interests of investors and governments 
and bringing together state-owned, privately-owned and quasi-
state owned corporations together will prove to be a Herculean 
task." 

France is the only government that owns a direct stake in 
either of the two companies, but Germany has long held sway 
in EADS via shares held by automaker Daimler and private 
and public banks. Berlin was arguing for a slice of its own in 
the new company in order to maintain that historic role. 

The deal also didn't sit well with French conglomerate 
Lagardere, which owns a 7.5 percent stake in EADS. 
Lagardere's CEO, who is also chairman of EADS itself, said 
this month that the merger did not create value. 

Tom Enders, the chief executive of EADS, and his 
counterpart at BAE, Ian King, both expressed disappointment 
at the outcome. 

"It is, of course, a pity we didn't succeed but I'm glad we 
tried," said Enders. 

Analysts believe that the collapse of the merger would 
leave BAE more vulnerable in the face of major cuts in U.S. 
and U.K. defense spending. That's not the case for EADS, 
which is expected to continue to have a good revenue stream 
from its commercial aircraft businesses. 

BAE will have to "evolve its business model to be 
effective in a different climate in the future, that's a challenge 
for the management team going forward," British Defense 
Secretary Philip Hammond admitted. 

EADS shares rose on the news the merger was off, 
closing 5.3 percent higher in Paris. BAE shares ended 1.4 
percent lower in London. 
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AAVVIIAATTIIOONN::  
17. Navy: Carrier Drone's Wave-Off Window Shorter Than Contractor's Claim 
(NAVY TIMES 15 0CT 12) ... Joshua Stewart 

The Navy is disputing claims the unmanned X-47B can't 
be waved off in less than five seconds before a carrier landing. 

Safety issues were raised at this year's Tailhook 
Symposium in Sparks, Nev., after a Northrop Grumman 
official made the claim. A manned aircraft can be diverted as 
late as three seconds before landing. 

Landing signal officers, whose job it is to ensure there are 
no hazards on the deck, were worried an extra two seconds 
was enough time for a sailor to wander into the plane's path. 

But Capt. Jaime Engdahl, program manager for 
unmanned combat air system demonstration program, said he 
is confident the X-47B can be diverted much closer to 
touchdown. He could not estimate how much closer, however, 
citing the need for additional testing. 

The Northrop-built X-47B is a tailless, unmanned aircraft 
with a 62-foot wingspan. It’s part of the unmanned combat air 
system demonstration, or UCAS-D, program, a project 
designed to determine how an unmanned aircraft can operate 
from a carrier alongside manned aircraft. 

The Northrop Grumman employee's evaluation at 
Tailhook came from old requirements for the program that are 
no longer relevant, Engdahl told Navy Times in September. 

Early in the UCAS-D program, engineers set a "wave-off 
window" that was two seconds further out from its manned 
counterparts. A wave-off window is the last point in an 
aircraft's, approach where it could safely abort a landing, using 
regular procedures. 

It was expected, however, that the distance would change 
as the program's capabilities became clearer, said Engdahl, 
who serves under Naval Air Systems Command. 

"We set it pretty far out and said, ‘Let's learn a little bit 
more about the vehicle,'" Engdahl said. 

The exact wave-off window for the X-47B won't be 
known until carrier testing. An official from Northrop 
Grumman said that it's expected to complete its first trap on 
the aircraft carrier Dwight D. Eisenhower in April. 

But simulation results have been positive, Engdahl said. 
Computer models have used a variety of sea conditions and 96 
percent of the landings caught either the two or the three wire 
— the ideal landing zone, depending on the carrier. 

The X-47B is programmed to fly a precise, GPS-guided 
flight plan, an advancement that shortens the response time 
and makes it more predictable, Engdahl said. 

Adding to the complexity, however, is the plane's tailless 
design. It's uncertain how it will perform while flying through 
the "burble," or the wake in the air created by the carrier's 
superstructure, Engdahl said. 

He also said it takes around a tenth of a second for an 
LSO, who monitors flight paths, to signal a wave-off and abort 
a landing. It takes another tenth of a second for the X-47B to 
respond, Engdahl said. 

At that point, a variety of factors could effect the wave-
off, including the amount of fuel onboard and wind, Engdahl 
said. 
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TTEECCHHNNOOLLOOGGYY::  
18. Intelligence Community Cloud Coming Online In Early 2013 
(FEDERAL NEWS RADIO 10 OCT 12) ... Jared Serbu 

A single, shared cloud computing environment that 
intelligence agencies believe will save money and let them 
better secure their data will begin to offer some of its first 
capabilities within the next several months, the nation's top 
intelligence official said Tuesday.  

James Clapper, the director of National Intelligence first 
announced the Intelligence Community Information 
Technology Enterprise (ICITE) a year ago at the annual 
GEOINT Symposium. Returning to the same conference a 
year later, he told attendees the shared IT infrastructure will 
reach initial operating capability in March 2013.  

"The plan is centered on cloud computing and cloud 
storage and the security enhancements bound up in the bumper 
sticker slogan, 'tag the data, tag the people,'" he told the 2012 
GEOINT symposium in Orlando, Fla., Tuesday. "If we 
execute this right, we'll save a lot of money, but maybe more 
importantly, the IC will be able to take intelligence integration 
to the next level. We'll transition from agency-centric IT in 
what I would charitably call a confederation to an enterprise 
model that shares both resources and data. This is something 
we've talked about for years, but we've never had the incentive 
to actually do it. Now we do have that incentive, and so we 
must do it."  

There are several milestones planned along the way, but 
by 2018, Clapper said, the entire intelligence community will 
have moved to the new architecture.  

"We've progressed from concept to design to 
development, and importantly, we've built our budgets around 
this integrated architecture, so we're putting our programmatic 
money where our mouths are," Clapper said. "As [Central 
Intelligence Agency Director] David Petraeus would say, and 
it's critical that he did, 'We're all in.'"  

Common desktop across the IC  
The CIA and the National Security Agency are building a 

secure cloud computing architecture for the entire IC. 
Meanwhile, the Defense Intelligence Agency and the National 
Geospatial-Intelligence Agency will work together to build an 
IC-wide common desktop. Clapper said it's likely to resemble 
the desktop computing environment NGA built for its 
recently-opened campus in Springfield, Va. Letitia Long, 
NGA's director, also speaking at the GEOINT conference, said 
her agency already has started testing the new desktop 
environment. NGA and DIA plan to have 2,000 users plugged 
in by March 2013. The goal by March 2014 is 60,000 users.  

"This enables all of us to log on from any computer 
anywhere in the community and get to our data and our apps," 
she said. "No more tunneling through networks or trying to 
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find a computer that belongs to your own agency. Key also to 
us is the work that CIA and NSA are doing on the secure 
cloud to give us that common infrastructure. When we have 
that, it will enable us to rapidly scale our exploitation and 
processing capabilities and take advantage of all that is out 
there. We don't have to each build it all ourselves."  

There are challenges involved in sharing IT resources 
between agencies though, Long said. For one, agencies and 
their vendors are accustomed to "point-to-point" contracting 
relationships in which one agency has a contract with one 
vendor to deliver a product or service.  

"As DIA and NGA are working this common desktop 
environment, we have multiple contracts with our vendors, 
and as we try to put them together they have different terms. 
Some are better than others," she said. "It's a challenge, but I 
think it's workable."  

New software licensing model needed  
Another unanswered question is how the agencies will 

handle software licensing agreements in a shared, services-
oriented technology environment that's built around 
interoperable data using open standards and modular apps.  

"What's the compensation model when you talk about 
10,000, 20,000, or 60,000 users? When an app goes viral and 
you have a license for 10,000, do you cut people off? Do I 
have to buy an unlimited license? That's unaffordable in 
today's environment," she said. "We need to work with our 
industry partners to figure out how we come up with a 
compensation model that works for both of us."  

Some of those talks already are happening, Long said. In 
the target IT environment, the agency envisions 75 percent of 
the apps it will use being created by industry. She said NGA 
just held its first industry day for applications, where the 
agency proposed a new compensation model she said is based 
on commercial business practices.  

"We would want developers creating apps speculatively, 
and then they'd be compensated based on the rating and the 
usage," she said. "We have incorporated a rating schema and 
business analytics into our app store, so we are ready to do 
that. We had very good conversations, and we're very helpful 
that we'll be able to implement such a compensation model."  

Long said one of the benefits of the common IT 
architecture is that other agencies will be able to take a self-
service approach to NGA's geospatial data, including raw data 
in some cases. To lay the groundwork for that, the agency 
aggressively is metatagging its new and existing data so that 
it's easy to find. And she said NGA has cleared out duplicate 
versions of imagery and other content so that there's now one 
authoritative source of each piece of data.  

She said once the data is ready to be incorporated into a 
service-oriented architecture and accessible across the entire 
intelligence community, users will be able to serve themselves 
rather than asking NGA for help.  

"You can access our content, you can tailor it, you can do 
what you need to do. What I ask in return is that when you do 
make enhancements or build a product or add to it that you 
share it back with us," she said. "That will enable us to learn, 
that will enable us to provide better service in the future. And 
in return, we will host it and serve it back out to the entire 
community. Exposing our content to tens of thousands of 
users, we don't know what will happen. It will be things that 
are un-thought of by NGA today. We've seen that happen."  

Common geospatial data standards  
Long said NGA also wants to host geospatial data 

generated by other agencies. First though, the data needs to 
conform to a common standard. She said as the functional 
manager for geospatial intelligence, NGA has the legal 
authority to create and publish those standards, and it's done 
so.  

But it hasn't done a good job of enforcing their use by 
other agencies until recently. NGA has just finished helping 
the Air Force assess its compliance with the standards. A 
similar review is underway in the Army, and CIA is next in 
line.  

"The feedback we got from Air Force was, 'Thanks. We 
found programs we didn't know we had, we found folks who 
were working on the same thing and didn't know each other, 
and by the way we found a few things we weren't in 
compliance with,'" she said. "As we've completed the first one, 
the rest of the community is saying they need to be a part of 
that too."  
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19. Navy Lasers’ First Target: Enemy Drones 
(DANGER ROOM 10 OCT 12) ... Spencer Ackerman 

One of the first tasks the Navy expects to assign its 
forthcoming arsenal of laser guns: shooting down drones that 
menace its ships. 

The Navy is confident that laser cannons will move out of 
science fiction and onto the decks of its surface ships by the 
end of the decade. Its futurists at the Office of Naval Research 
still have visions of scalable laser blasts that can fry an 
incoming missile at the rate of 20 feet of steel per second. But 
now that laser guns are approaching reality, Pentagon officials 
are starting to consider the practicalities of what they’ll be 
used for, and they’re not thinking missiles — yet. Among their 
initial missions will be the relatively easier task of tracking 
and destroying unmanned aerial vehicles, or UAVs, that fly 
too close to Navy ships. 

Attacking drones is “a near-term application for the type 
of lasers we’re talking about,” says David Stoudt, a Pentagon 
policy official. “If you’ve got a UAV coming at a ship,” he 

explains, “maybe you use the laser for UAVs and keep your 
missiles for higher-end threats.” 

Stoudt, the Pentagon policy office’s senior director for 
naval capabilities and readiness, chairs a relatively new 
steering group inside the Navy and Marine Corps that’s 
thinking through exactly how they’ll use this new “directed 
energy” technology — i.e., lasers and other ray guns. It’s got 
some bureaucratic heft to it: About 20 to 25 admirals and 
generals sit on it; and below them, another 150 to 175 captains 
and other officers of lower rank, from across the fleet and the 
Corps, comprise a working group that fills in some of the 
detail. 

“What it gets down to is the topic of lethality,” Stoudt 
explains in an interview in his Pentagon office. “What are you 
going to try to shoot with this laser system? Ultimately, what 
kind of power density does it require on the target? What is 
the tactical scenario that you’re going to be in?” Pointing your 
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index finger and going pew-pew-pew, it turns out, is not an 
answer. 

Lasers have been promised — and promised, and 
promised — as a holy-grail weapon for decades, with little to 
show for it outside a laboratory. Congress is skeptical, 
particularly about the most advanced laser systems, and is 
starting to warn the Navy that it needs to design newer 
destroyers with sufficient power generation to fill the focused-
light magazine of its lasers without draining juice from a 
ship’s propulsion systems. Nor do sailors think of lasers as 
combat weapons, Stoudt says, and so his working group pulls 
them together to teach them “you can do this, you can’t do 
that.” The easiest way to snuff out the laser guns right when 
they finally look like realistic weapons is to overpromise on 
what they can do, and under-deliver. 

Which makes shooting down drones seem like a risky 
choice to lead off with — exactly the kind of thing that, should 
it fail, would make the Navy’s laser program look like a very 
expensive, nerdy amateur hour. Stoudt is undeterred. He’s 
convinced that the solid-state lasers that the Navy is looking to 
use in its first wave of laser weaponry can handle the 
challenge, even though testing has yet to generate a beam of 
100 kilowatts of energy, which the Office of Naval Research’s 
futurists estimate is desirable for weaponization. 

Stoudt points to tests the Navy’s conducted at its surface-
warfare proving ground in Dahlgren, Virginia that have pit 
lasers against drones. Neither he nor Dahlgren officials nor the 
Navy’s aviation command would say much about the tests. 
(“We’ve had multiple UAV engagements that were 
successful,” is about as much as Stoudt will elaborate.) But 
some information on them has become public. 

In 2009, an Air Force laser weapon shot down five 
robotic planes with a beam of a mere 2.5 kilowatt intensity 
during a California test. The following year, a Phalanx gun 
tricked out with a laser beam “successfully tracked, engaged, 

and destroyed” a drone in flight over the sea, the Navy’s sea-
systems command boasted. 

And while it’s not a drone test, it’s worth noting that the 
Maritime Laser Demonstrator, a decommissioned destroyer 
used to test laser weapons, last year blasted away the outboard 
motor of a moving boat in California waters from a mile’s 
distance in choppy waters. That solid-state laser used a beam 
of merely 15 kilowatts — which the proud director of the 
Office of Naval Research noted at the time, “can be operated 
in existing power levels and cooling levels on ships today.” 

Blasting drones is just one of the initial tasks Stoudt’s 
group envisions for first-wave lasers. “Early applications will 
focus on supporting forward deployed forces to defeat 
Improvised Explosive Devices (IEDs); artillery, mortars, and 
rockets; intelligence surveillance and reconnaissance systems; 
fast-attack craft; fixed and rotary-wing aviation; and subsonic 
anti-ship cruise missiles,” reads a passage from a document 
his working group finalized and quietly circulated in January, 
called A Directed Energy Vision for U.S. Naval Forces, and 
acquired by Danger Room. 

That’s not going to mean that the first wave of Navy 
lasers will blast insurgent bombs out of the ground. Stoudt and 
his team are talking more about using the laser’s capabilities 
for identifying all this stuff, and then aiding existing, 
conventional weaponry in attacking it. “Ultimately, this laser 
will have an excellent telescope and great sensors associated 
with it,” Stoudt says, “and what you can do with that in terms 
of combat ID is really rather remarkable.” 

In other words, it’s a mistake to think of laser guns as 
taking the place of traditional weapons, Starship Troopers 
style. They’re going to work in tandem, especially in their 
early phases. The old school weapons will still take on the 
bigger adversaries, like enemy ships. But for smaller attackers, 
there may be a new way soon to ward them off — one that 
relies on focused light, not hardened metal. 
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PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
20. Tricare To End Mail-In Premiums For 2 Programs 
(NAVY TIMES 10 OCT 12) ... Patricia Kime  

Tricare will stop taking premium payments by mail for 
the Tricare Reserve Select and Tricare Retired Reserve 
programs at the end of the year. 

Starting Jan. 1, Tricare will accept only electronic funds 
transfers or credit and debit cards for the monthly payments, 
according to a Pentagon release. 

The switch will align the military health system’s 
payment procedures and save processing costs, according to 
Tricare. 

After Jan. 1, nearly all premium payments for Tricare 
programs will be electronic, except in the West Region where 
contract manager TriWest Healthcare Alliance still accepts 
Tricare Prime premiums by mail. 

Tricare is urging beneficiaries to verify that their banks 
make EFT payments or set up a recurring card payment. 

The Defense Manpower Data Center will notify affected 
beneficiaries by email. New beneficiaries will be notified in 
their welcome packages. 

Monthly premiums are due by the last day of the month 
for the following month’s coverage. Failure to pay by that day 
results in termination of coverage, so TRR and TRS 
beneficiaries will want to ensure their payment is made 
electronically on or before Dec. 31, Tricare officials said. 

Failure to pay on time could result in a 12-month lockout. 
Monthly premiums for Tricare Reserve Select in 2013 

will decline for individual coverage but rise slightly for family 
coverage. For individuals, the premium will be $51.62, down 
from $54.35 this year. For a family, it will be $195.81, up 
from $192.89 this year. 

For Tricare Retired Reserve, the premiums are set to 
decline in 2013 for both individual and family coverage. For 
individuals, the premium will be $402.11, down from $419.72 
this year. For a family, it will be $969.10, down from 
$1,024.43 this year. 
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21. Pentagon Establishes New Process for Travel Approval 
(DEFENSE NEWS 10 OCT 12) ... Marcus Weisgerber 

The Pentagon has put in place a tiered approval process 
for Defense Department officials traveling and attending 
conferences hosted by the government or private sector. 

The new policy is the latest in a series of steps being 
taken by the government to scrutinize and monitor spending 
on travel and conferences following a General Services 
Administration conference spending scandal. 

DoD’s new policy affects civilian and military personnel 
across the services and all DoD agencies. 

Deputy Defense Secretary Ashton Carter, who since June 
has been reviewing DoD attendance at all conferences where 
the total cost is more than $100,000, issued guidance late last 
month allowing a select number of senior officials to grant 
waivers for personnel who want to attend these events. 

Service secretaries and undersecretaries can now grant 
waivers to host or attend conferences that cost more than 

$500,000. Assistant secretaries, the heads of major commands 
and some agency directors can approve attending or hosting 
events that cost between $100,000 and $500,000. In the Air 
Force, the vice commanders of its major commands and 
deputy commanders at the combatant commands can grant 
waivers for events in this spending range. 

The service secretaries or undersecretaries, combatant 
commanders, chief of the National Guard Bureau and defense 
undersecretaries can delegate a general or flag officer or 
member of the senior executive service as the approval 
authority for conferences that cost less than $100,000. 

Despite the delegation authority, Elizabeth McGrath, the 
Pentagon’s deputy chief management officer, must still be 
notified about a conference “that is considered to be 
particularly high visibility or exhibits unusual circumstances.” 

Return to Index 
 
 

CCOONNGGRREESSSS  //  BBUUDDGGEETT::  
22. Former Navy Leader: Cut Defense, But Not With Deficit Ax  
Retired admiral Vern Clark saying deficit-cutting plan hollows force 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 10 OCT 12) ... Jeannette Steele 

The former chief of the U.S. Navy told a San Diego 
audience that he, and some quiet Republicans in Congress, 
believe that defense spending should shrink, after years of 
ballooned wartime budgets.  

Retired Adm. Vern Clark said at a panel discussion 
Wednesday evening that reducing the Pentagon’s budget from 
more than $700 billion to around $500 billion is probably “a 
pretty good number,” but he said the draconian deficit-cutting 
plan facing the nation is the wrong way to do it and will leave 
a “hollow force.” 

Clark, chief of naval operations from 2000 to 2005, 
acknowledged that his view may surprise people.  

“It may shock you but I’m somewhat in alignment that 
this number is awfully big,” he said, referring to the 
combination of the Pentagon’s $530 billion baseline budget, 
separate war funding and add-ons that totaled $703 billion in 
the 2012 fiscal year.  

“There are Republicans who very much can’t speak about 
reductions in defense, but who very much believe that there 
have to be, and this may be the only way to do it.” 

His comments, at a San Diego Military Advisory Council 
forum, come as the nation faces a heavy budget ax known as 
“sequestration.” 

Sequestration refers to $600 billion in defense cuts over 
10 years, scheduled to start in January. 

In the first year, the Pentagon budget would reportedly 
take a $55 billion hit, about a 10 percent reduction. The cuts 
were triggered by the failure late last year to reach a 
comprehensive deal on a deficit reduction plan.  

Separately, the Defense Department is already scheduled 
to slash $492 billion over the coming decade under a budget 
agreement passed last summer.  

Military spending has become a political football in the 
presidential campaign, with President Barack Obama saying 

he wants to take the savings from ending wars and invest in 
domestic programs.  

Republican candidate Mitt Romney has accused Obama 
of being willing to weaken the U.S. military and make 
America less safe. Romney proposes to increase baseline 
defense spending to $600 billion, or 4 percent of the recent 
GDP. 

Clark and other speakers on the San Diego panel said the 
sequestration threat is both murky and dangerous. 

That’s because there’s no clarity about how the cuts might 
be doled out. For example, in the Navy’s littoral shipbuilding 
budget, would a 10 percent cut mean three instead of four 
ships are constructed? Or 10 percent would be cut from the 
budget of each ship? 

“Bottom line is nobody knows how this is going to come 
out,” said Bill Cassidy, former deputy assistant secretary of 
the Navy.  

If sequestration is triggered in January, Cassidy estimated 
that the hit to Navy funding will be $12 billion, including $4 
billion in shipbuilding and acquisition funds. 

Both Cassidy and Clark predicted that uniformed leaders 
would be forced to spend their remaining dollars keeping the 
deployed forces up to date, in regard to flying hours and other 
required training. 

That means forces at home would receive less support, 
such as base maintenance and family support funding.  

Military research and development would also likely 
suffer. “That’s you folks,” Cassidy told the defense 
contractors in the audience. 

In recent months, business groups have said that if 
sequestration is not reversed, defense contractors must issue 
layoff notices to workers in early November under a law 
known as the WARN Act. The law requires notice 60 days 
prior to massive layoffs. 
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The thud of those notices would almost certainly hurt the 
president’s re-election prospects on Nov. 6. 

In July, the Department of Labor said employers don’t 
have to issue warnings, and late last month the federal Office 
of Management and Budget issued a memo promising that the 
government would reimburse contractors for any costs if they 
are sued for failing to mail notices. 

Some Republicans have said they will fight efforts to use 
taxpayer dollars that way. 

Despite the legality debate, panel speaker Paul Gebhard, 
an executive with the Cohen Group, said it appears 
corporations are taking the government’s direction and don’t 
plan to issue notices.  
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OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
23. Miramar Marines Invite SD To Air Show  
Aircraft noise and road closures in runup to opening day Friday 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 10 OCT 12) 

San Diegans may notice a louder or more persistent 
scream of fighter jets racing over Marine Corps Air Station 
Miramar Thursday as the Blue Angels rehearse for the air 
show opening this weekend.  

Traffic may also be a problem when Kearny Villa Road 
closes for the flight demonstration team's practice from about 
noon to 5 p.m., the Marine Corps announced. 

Your consolation prize for the temporary increase in 
aircraft noise and gridlock? The largest military air show in 
the country, a three-day event that begins Friday and is 
expected to draw more than 500,000 spectators. 

San Diego is officially invited to attend, said the 
commanding general of the 3rd Marine Aircraft Wing 

headquartered at Miramar, Maj. Gen. (select) Steven Busby, 
and the commanding officer of the air station, Col. J. P. 
Farnam. 

Besides the Blue Angels, notable acts include the Marine 
Air Ground Task Force demonstration and a solo by the tilt-
rotor hybrid MV-22 Osprey, the F-22 Raptor and a Saturday 
twilight show appearance by the fire breathing Robosaurus 
dinosaur robot.  

Special guests include retired Marine Maj. Gen. Charles 
Bolden Jr., a former air wing commander now the head of 
NASA, and Maj. Gen. Gregg Sturdevant, commanding general 
of the Marine air wing serving in Afghanistan. 
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24. Hampton Roads Fleet Week Begins Friday 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 11 OCT 12) 

NORFOLK, Va. - Fleet Week is returning to Hampton 
Roads. 

The weeklong celebration begins Friday, with numerous 
events scheduled to honor those who serve in the U.S. Navy 
and other military branches. Fleet Week activities consist of 
ship visits, sports competitions, family events and military 
demonstrations. 

The week culminates Oct. 20 with Fleet Fest, hosted by 
Naval Station Norfolk. The event includes tours of the 

amphibious assault ship USS Bataan, the guided missile 
destroyer USS Ross, and the guided missile frigate USS 
Nicholas, along with live entertainment, a car show and a 
challenge where different commands compete for the best 
chowder. 

On Friday, the Military Citizen of the Year will be 
presented to the enlisted service member whose personal and 
public contributions have had the most positive effect on the 
Hampton Roads community. 
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CCOOMMMMEENNTTAARRYY::  
25. Is The Joint Strike Fighter Too Big To Fail? 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 10 OCT 12) ... Bob Ridder 

Since the recession, American families have taken a hard 
look at their spending habits. We have less to spend, so there's 
no room for waste. Instead of buying a new coat every season 
to keep up with the latest fashion, we buy just one coat that 
will last. 

Our federal budget faces the same crunch. With growing 
deficits, both parties have decided that we need to cut back 
everywhere - defense spending potentially faces an 
unprecedented $1 trillion cut. More than ever, especially when 
it comes to our national security, we have to make every dollar 
count. 

Yet applying the same common sense to Pentagon 
spending recently stirred up an unexpected controversy inside 
defense circles in Washington. By articulating this kitchen-

table spending standard, a Navy leader found himself caught 
in the crossfire of a debate over the most expensive defense 
program ever: the Joint Strike Fighter, which could become an 
obsolete waste in just a few short years. 

What started the controversy? Adm. Jonathan Greenert, 
the chief of Naval Operations, wrote in a military magazine 
that the Pentagon ought to buy general-purpose aircraft and 
ships that can change with the times, instead of impressive 
one-trick ponies that soon become obsolete. 

Military missions and technologies have changed 
drastically over the last 10 to 20 years from the Cold War 
tactics of overwhelming ground and air bombardment used in 
the first Gulf War to the targeted airstrikes of the Libyan 
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conflict and the Osama Bin Laden raid. They're likely to 
change even more over the next 20 years. 

Yet new aircraft and ships often last 20 to 50 years. They 
need to be able to change with the times. So Greenert 
suggested buying aircraft and ships with excess power and 
space so they can be upgraded with new electronics, missiles 
or other state-of-the-art equipment as technology advances. It's 
like weatherizing your old home instead of building a new 
one. 

This kind of thinking isn't controversial in the private 
sector. It's common practice for companies trying to squeeze 
every penny out of each aircraft. Commercial airlines buy 
well-built airframes whose seats, luggage bins, intercom 
system, TV screens and even the cockpit and avionics can all 
be endlessly upgraded over time to meet the changing needs of 
the airline and its passengers. Companies even convert 
passenger planes to carry cargo by ripping out the seats. 

The Pentagon has to start thinking the same way. In the 
past, it has wasted money on hyperspecialized and limited 
weapons like the B-2 bomber. It's making the same mistakes 
with the Joint Strike Fighter, a gold-plated and highly 
specialized fighter jet that could soon become obsolete. 

The JSF relies heavily on its stealth capability to carry out 
airstrikes deep inside enemy territory - the mission for which 
it was designed. Yet Greenert notes that adversaries like China 
and Iran are already developing new radar technologies that 
would make stealth obsolete. Once its stealth is cracked, the 
JSF will be playing hide-and-go-seek in an open field. 

Without stealth, the aircraft is underpowered and 
outgunned. It's smaller than legacy fighters and has only one 
engine, which means it carries fewer weapons and has a 
shorter range. And the aircraft depends on the most 
complicated electronics system to date, with 24 million lines 
of code operating sensors and gadgets that won't be easy to 
upgrade in the future. 

Greenert's article never mentions the JSF. Yet the plane's 
supporters loudly protested it in columns and demanded that 
the Navy reaffirm its support for the program. The backlash 
against the article suggests that even supporters think the JSF 
fails the test. 

These are tough facts to face, particularly since the Air 
Force, Navy and Marines each plan to buy different JSF 
variants in large numbers. 

Congress overwhelmingly supports the program because 
its manufacturing footprint is spread across the country. Our 
politicians have put too many eggs in the JSF basket, just like 
the banks that crashed and burned at the beginning of the 
recession. 

If the U.S. stops manufacturing current fighters like the 
Super Hornet, the JSF will be the only American jet fighter in 
production. Now some argue the JSF is "too big to fail." 

We've seen what happens when "too big to fail" is left 
alone. That's why the Pentagon has to consider canceling the 
program before it fails. With a tightening federal wallet, we 
can do better for our money. 
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26. Analysis: After BAE-EADS – Small Deals, Not Mega-Mergers 
(REUTERS 10 OCT 12) ... Andrea Shalal-Esa 

WASHINGTON/NEW YORK – The collapse of the 
proposed merger between BAE Systems Plc and EADS will 
shift the focus to smaller deals among global weapons makers 
as companies strive to keep revenue rising in the face of cuts 
in military spending by the United States and Europe. 

Industry executives and bankers do not see other mega-
deals on the horizon for now, after the $45 billion UK-French-
German talks collapsed on Wednesday. The failure showed 
how easily a deal of that scale can be derailed by competing 
interests of different countries, despite commercial logic. 

Instead, major defense companies likely will focus on 
possible combinations with smaller players such as Rockwell 
Collins, L-3 Communications Holdings Inc, SAIC Inc, ITT 
Exelis and Harris Corp, according to interviews with more 
than a dozen industry executives and bankers. 

“None of the big players in the global defense industry 
seem inclined to do mega-mergers similar to the BAE-EADS 
proposal,” said Loren Thompson, a Washington-based defense 
consultant who has advised BAE’s U.S. unit and its 
competitors. 

“The American companies are all at a place where they’re 
not eager to grow in defense and are basically trying to secure 
their base, while the overseas companies have been chastened 
in watching the BAE-EADS transaction falter.” 

It is also unlikely that big U.S. prime defense contractors 
would bid for BAE Systems, even though the company is 
considered potentially “in play” after the failed merger, 
because of the potential complexity, these people said. 

EADS said it would continue its aggressive hunt for 
takeover targets and alliances, especially with U.S. partners, 
though on a smaller scale than the BAE deal. EADS North 
America Chief Executive Sean O’Keefe said on Wednesday 
that EADS remained “undeterred” in its drive to increase its 
share of the U.S. defense market. 

BAE’s U.S. unit said it, too, would keep looking for 
possible mergers in the areas of cyber, intelligence, security, 
electronics and international businesses. 

The scope of consolidation in the defense industry still 
hinges largely on how the U.S. Congress deals with $1.2 
billion in mandatory budget cuts slated to start in 2013. Half 
of those cuts are for defense, and as long as those reductions 
threaten, mergers and acquisitions are expected to remain 
slow. 

Worldwide aerospace and defense deals have totaled $5 
billion so far in 2012, compared with $27.5 billion in all of 
2011, when United Technology’s $16.5 billion takeover of 
Goodrich boosted the total. This year’s total also appears low 
compared with $6.7 billion in deals in 2010. 

The effort by BAE and EADS to create the world’s 
biggest aerospace and defense group underscored the effect of 
shrinking markets on big weapons makers. Many other major 
companies are scrambling to move into adjacent civilian or 
commercial markets, or find smaller takeover targets to keep 
revenues growing, bankers and senior industry executives 
said. 

“Second-tier consolidation is much easier because the 
Defense Department is not against it,” said a banker who 
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requested anonymity, because he is not authorized to speak to 
the media. 

“Had the EADS-BAE deal gone through and created a 
stronger global entity, clearly it would have increased the 
likelihood of U.S. consolidation at the prime level,” said the 
banker. “The chances seem lower in the absence of the deal.” 

The U.S. Department of Defense has discouraged mergers 
among the leading U.S. prime contractors, but has said it is 
fully expecting takeovers, mergers and other actions among 
second- and third-tier suppliers, given the expected decline in 
defense spending in coming years. 

A Pentagon official said last month that the department 
would have to rethink its views on top-tier mergers if 
Congress is unable to avert another $500 billion massive 
military spending cuts on top of the $487 billion in cuts 
already slated for the next decade. 

New BAE Dance Partner? 
Almost all prime U.S. defense contractors considered 

merging with BAE Systems at various points in the past, and 
decided against it, several people familiar with the companies’ 
thinking said. 

Most were interested in BAE’s North American 
operations and they remain wary of adding political risk that 
would come with being the UK government’s prime 
contractor by pursuing the whole company, they said. 

“There had been conversations for decades,” said a senior 
industry adviser on condition of anonymity because he was 
not authorized to speak with the media. “But buying the whole 
BAE, with golden share and other things like dual-listing, 
dual-incorporation structure, U.S. guys say it’s not worth it.” 

For its part, BAE Systems has repeatedly said it has no 
intention of selling the U.S. unit, which contributes more than 
half of the company’s revenue. 

BAE officials made clear in recent weeks that any move 
by the U.S. government to require divestitures as a condition 
for approving a merger with EADS would have been a deal-
breaker. 

Some sources cautioned that a new round of merger 
considerations involving BAE cannot be ruled out, given the 
challenging defense environment. 

But most potential U.S. bidders have their own reasons 
for why the deal would not make sense right now. 

Executives at Lockheed Martin Corp have said privately 
that they have no plans to pursue BAE, which is a key supplier 
on its troubled F-35 Joint Strike Fighter program. They say the 
company is squarely focused on its performance on the F-35, 
the Pentagon’s largest weapons program, and does not need 
the distraction of integrating a major acquisition. 

Boeing Co is more focused on its booming commercial 
business and expanding its position in the cyber and 
unmanned systems areas at the moment, according to 
company executives and analysts. 

Raytheon Co’s Chief Executive William Swanson has 
publicly discussed the immense challenges involved in 
absorbing such a large, complex company. 

Northrop Grumman Corp just sold two units, including its 
lackluster shipbuilding business, to streamline the company, 
making an acquisition highly unlikely, according to company 
insiders. 

Chief Executive Wes Bush is more focused on creating a 
high-performing defense company and maintaining profit 
margins, not acquiring a company whose revenues have been 
hard hit by the downturn in demand for ground combat 
vehicles, according to analysts and company executives. 

Any combination with General Dynamics Corp could 
raise antitrust issues, since the General Dynamics and BAE 
both build the biggest U.S. combat vehicles, and on a global 
scale, submarines. 

General Dynamics also is changing management, with 
Phebe Novakovic slated to take over as chief executive in 
January. The company has highlighted the importance of its 
balanced portfolio of commercial and military businesses, and 
may be reluctant to add more defense activities to its portfolio 
at a time when military spending is declining, analysts said. 

Pentagon officials were open to a possible merger of BAE 
and EADS because it would have created a stronger, sixth 
prime competitor. But the agency could be more wary of a 
deal that involved a combination with one of the existing 
primes, some industry executives said. 
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27. Never Mind About Those Jobs Cuts 
The defense industry has a Gilda Radner moment 
(FOREIGNPOLICY.COM 10 OCT 12) ... Gordon Adams 

For months now the defense industry has been making an 
impressive effort, in the midst of a general election campaign, 
to exempt the defense budget from going over the fiscal cliff -- 
sequestration -- set to take effect on January 2, 2013. At the 
heart of their advocacy has been the argument that a defense 
sequester would be devastating to employment, forcing the 
layoff of hundreds of thousands, if not millions, of workers. 

The Aerospace Industries Association funded an 
impressive series of studies by economist Steven Fuller of 
George Mason University, purporting to show that more than 
a million jobs would be lost as a result of defense sequester. 

And industry leaders lined up behind this message, 
announcing that they would have to let their workers know, 
just before the election, that their jobs were in jeopardy. 
Several, including Lockheed and European giant EADS 
threatened to send their entire workforces notifications, under 

the Worker Adjustment and Retraining Notification (WARN) 
Act, that they were at risk of layoffs. 

Politicians have piled on, starting with Republican 
defense stalwarts like Senate Armed Services Committee 
members Sen. John McCain, Sen. Lindsey Graham, and Sen. 
Kelly Ayotte, and House Armed Services Committee 
Chairman Rep. Buck McKeon, who has been running this 
theme for more than a year. Democrats, perhaps in self-
defense, have joined the call, including Armed Services 
Chairman Sen. Carl Levin, Sen. Jeanne Shaheen, and Sen. 
Sheldon Whitehouse. 

Now they all face the Emily Litella moment. Emily was 
Gilda Radner's character on Saturday Night Live, who would 
run through reams of erroneous commentary until someone 
told her that she had misunderstood the subject she was riffing 
on. Like talking about the "deaf penalty" when the subject was 
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the "death penalty." "Never mind," Emily would say, ending 
the monologue. 

The industry has now totally undercut the AIA and the 
politicians, because the government has explained the subject 
and the industry has said: "Never mind." 

Although industry has said that the WARN Act requires it 
to issue layoff notices 60 days before sequestration takes 
effect -- i.e., on November 2, just days before the election -- in 
reality, no such notification is necessary. As the Department of 
Labor explained in a July 30, 2012 advisory guidance, such 
notices are not required because it is not certain that 
sequestration will actually happen and because there is no 
certainty that existing contracts will be affected if it does. 

That was not enough for the industry; Lockheed President 
Robert Stevens continued to argue that he would send WARN 
Act notices. Then the Department of Defense and the Office of 
Management and Budget weighed in. On September 28, 
Richard Ginman, the Pentagon's director of defense 
procurement and acquisition policy, replied to an earlier letter 
from Lawrence P. Farrell, Jr., the head of the National 
Defense Industrial Association ,saying that sequester was very 
unlikely to have a serious, near-term impact on the industry. 

Ginman's letter was very clear: "The Department does not 
anticipate having to terminate or significantly modify any 
contracts on or about January 2, 2013." He noted that most 
contracts are fully funded by previously appropriated funds, 
which are not affected by sequestration. Moreover, any impact 
of sequestration on "incrementally funded" contracts would 
occur several months after sequestration took effect and 
contract officers at DOD would have latitude to work out how 
that took place, including reprogramming funds to fix 
problems. That letter went to straight to the source of the 
lobbying campaign. 

The same day, OMB weighed in with significant 
reassurance. The heads of the Office of Federal Financial 
Management and the Office of Federal Procurement Policy 
said that any legal costs contractors may incur as a result of 

layoffs caused by a sequester would likely be "allowable 
costs" under their defense contracts. 

Seems like that was enough reassurance to the industry, or 
perhaps defense contractor CEOs realized they were a bit "out 
over their skis" in threatening layoffs before the election. The 
retreat on jobs turned into an instant rout. As the spokesman 
for General Dynamics put it: "We will not issue notices to our 
employees unless we have specific information about what the 
impact of sequestration will be on our programs, and we 
determine that we need to lay off employees as a result of the 
changes to our programs." And the leader of the layoff charge, 
Robert Stevens, announced that Lockheed no longer had any 
plans to distribute such notices to their employees before the 
election. 

Undercut in their "prevent a defense sequester" campaign, 
the politicians went ballistic. In an interview with Charles 
C.W. Cooke of National Review, Sen. Graham attacked the 
administration's interpretation of the law as "exhibit A in the 
march toward an imperial presidency," and attacked Lockheed 
for caving: "Lockheed Martin will give into the administration 
and ignore the law at their peril." 

But the battle is over, even if the jobs war, writ large, 
continues. In reality, this is another indication that, while the 
sequester would be a miserable way to manage the budget, its 
impact may be a lot less significant than the rhetoric from all 
sides suggests. 

As one defense program manager put it to me the other 
day: "You're telling me that if there is a sequester, I have to 
manage my program with 9.4 percent fewer resources than I 
thought I would have when I put in the budget request? I can 
do that; that's what they pay me to do, and I can do it without 
damage to the program." 

Certainly, it can be done without a bundle of layoffs on 
January 2. 

Gordon Adams is professor of international relations at 
the School of International Service at American University 
and Distinguished Fellow at the Stimson Center. 
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On This Day In The Navy: 
2001: American Flight 77 hijacked by terrorists struck the Pentagon. Casualties included 33 Sailors, 6 Department of the Navy 
civilians, and 3 Navy civilian contractors reported missing, Arlington, VA. Two commercial airliners also struck the World Trade 
Center in New York City, NY, destroying both towers. 
 
TOP STORIES: 
1. Israel, U.S. At Odds Over Drawing A ‘Red Line’ For Iran 
Netanyahu says only an ultimatum has a chance of swaying Tehran 
(WASHINGTON POST 11 SEP 12) ... Joel Greenberg 

JERUSALEM — Despite attempts to align their positions on Iran’s nuclear program, Israel and the United States were publicly at 
odds Monday over Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu’s call for Washington to set a “clear red line” beyond which it would launch a 
military attack. 

 
2. Egypt To Host Regional Meeting Over Syria Crisis 
(REUTERS 10 SEP 12) ... Marwa Awad 

Officials from Egypt, Saudi Arabia, Turkey and Iran will meet in Cairo on Monday to discuss the Syrian crisis, but analysts said 
the regional powers were unlikely to agree on any tangible steps. 

 
3. Don't Forget U.S. Troops 'Fighting And Dying': Panetta 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 10 SEP 12) 

U.S. Defense Secretary Leon Panetta warned Americans not to forget the troops who are fighting and dying in Afghanistan, as he 
paid tribute to the victims of the 9/11 attacks on Monday. 

 

ASIA – PACIFIC: 
4. Japan Plans To Buy Islands In Dispute 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 11 SEP 12) ... Takashi Mochizuki 

TOKYO—The Japanese government made a formal decision to buy islands at the center of a dispute with China, a move to 
prevent the islands from ending up in Japanese nationalists' hands but one that provoked an angry response from Chinese Premier Wen 
Jiabao. 

 
5. U.S. Expects No Change In Osprey Deployment Plan: Pentagon 
(KYODO NEWS 11 SEP 12) 

WASHINGTON -- The U.S. Defense Department anticipates no change in its plan to deploy the Osprey military aircraft at a 
Marine base in Japan's Okinawa Prefecture next month despite a massive rally in the island against the deployment on Sunday, a 
Pentagon spokesman said Monday. 

 
6. China's First Aircraft Carrier Could Be Named 'Liaoning' After Province 
Aircraft carrier could be named after province where it was refitted, mainland media reports 
(SOUTH CHINA MORNING POST (HONG KONG) 10 SEP 12) 

China's first aircraft carrier may be named the "Liaoning,” after the province where it was completed, according to mainland 
media. 
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MIDEAST: 
7. From France, An Urge To Intervene In Syria 
(WASHINGTON POST 11 SEP 12) ... Edward Cody 

PARIS — Although pressure is rising in France and other European nations for military intervention to stop the bloodshed in 
Syria, leaders are stymied by an unpleasant reality: Lessons learned from last year’s NATO operation in Libya suggest that taking 
down President Bashar al-Assad would be impossible without large-scale involvement by the United States. 

 
8. Tribes, Militants Battling In Yemen 
Jihadists weakened by U.S.-backed offensive wage shadowy fight 
(WASHINGTON POST 11 SEP 12) ... Sudarsan Raghavan 

JAAR, Yemen — Abdul Latif al-Sayid knows a lot about the al-Qaeda militants lurking in this tense southern town. He knows 
their tribes, knows their tactics. He knows because he used to be one of them. That’s why they are trying to kill him. 

 

AFGHANISTAN: 
9. U.S. Transfers Control Of Military Prison To Afghan Officials 
Security questions persist amid dispute over dozens of captives 
(WASHINGTON POST 11 SEP 12) ... Richard Leiby 

KABUL — The U.S. military prison known as Bagram, a hated symbol of U.S. interference in Afghan affairs, was officially 
transferred to Afghan control Monday. 

 

SEPTEMBER 11TH: 
10. USS New York – A Living, Breathing Symbol 
(NAVY LIVE BLOG 10 SEP 12) ... Capt. Jon Kreitz 

This blog is written by the Commanding Officer of USS New York (LPD 21), Capt. Jon Kreitz. New York is part of the Iwo Jima 
Amphibious Ready Group and is currently deployed in support of maritime security operations and theater security cooperation efforts 
in the U.S. 5th Fleet area of responsibility. 

 
11. Naval Academy Grads Write Book About Service After 9/11 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 11 SEP 12) ... Mike Hixenbaugh 

The U.S. Naval Academy's class of 2002 was just beginning its senior year in Annapolis on Sept. 11, 2001. 
 

PERSONNEL: 
12. Navy Admiral Makes Case For Longer Duties At Sea 
(KITSAP (WA) SUN 10 SEP 12) ... Ed Friedrich 

BANGOR — The Navy shrank from 390,000 Sailors to 320,000 during the past decade while demand for its ships and 
submarines ballooned. More Sailors are needed at sea, requiring a rebalancing, the Navy's chief of personnel said during an all-hands 
call Monday at Naval Base Kitsap-Bangor. 

 
13. U.S. Starts Campaign To Prevent Suicides 
(WASHINGTON POST 11 SEP 12) ... Steve Vogel 

A new national strategy for reducing the number of suicides by better identifying and reaching out to those at risk was released 
Monday morning in Washington. 

 
14. Adm. Harvey Set To Retire From Fleet Forces 
(NEWPORT NEWS DAILY PRESS 10 SEP 12) ... Hugh Lessig 

NAVAL STATION NORFOLK — Adm. John C. Harvey Jr., keeps returning to one word in describing his career as a Navy 
leader and how he views military service. 

 
15. Amphib CMC Fired For ‘Alleged Misconduct’ 
(NAVY TIMES 10 SEP 12) ... Sam Fellman 

The top enlisted man on a Norfolk, Va.-based dock landing ship was fired Saturday for “alleged misconduct” during the ship’s 
deployment to 5th Fleet, Naval Surface Force Atlantic said in a Monday news release. 
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MARINE CORPS: 
16. Budget Cuts Seen Squeezing Marines' Capacity, Programs 
(REUTERS 10 SEP 12) ... Andrea Shalal-Esa 

RENO, Nevada -- Across-the-board budget cuts due to start taking effect in January could set back the U.S. Marine Corps' most 
important procurement programs, including the F-35 Joint Strike Fighter, and may cripple the Marines' ability to respond to multiple 
crises at once, the top Marine Corps general said. 

 
17. 'Tailhook' Cleaned Up, But Top Marine Sees More Work To Stop Sex Assaults 
(REUTERS 10 SEP 12) ... Andrea Shalal-Esa 

RENO, Nevada -- Twenty-one years after it became synonymous with sexual assault and out-of-control fighter pilots, the annual 
Tailhook convention of U.S. Navy and Marine Corps aviators has been cleaned up. 

 

SURFACE FLEET: 
18. INSURV Boss: Fleetwide ‘Turnaround in Progress' 
Inspections show steady recovery from 2009 failures 
(DEFENSE NEWS 10 SEP 12) ... Sam Fellman 

It's a question you're used to hearing in the campaign season: "Are you better off today than you were four years ago?" 
 

19. Navy Recognizes Crew Of The San Antonio 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 10 SEP 12) ... Mike Hixenbaugh 

NORFOLK -- Of all the labels that might have been used to describe the Navy ship San Antonio at this time two years ago, 
"award-winning" wasn't close to making the list. 

 
20. Work Continues On U.S. Navy Mobile Landing Platform 
(DEFENSE NEWS 09 SEP 12) ... Christopher P. Cavas 

The first of the U.S. Navy’s new mobile landing platform (MLP) ships is structurally complete, although interior work is 
continuing at the General Dynamics National Steel and Shipbuilding Co. (NASSCO), San Diego. 

 

MINE WARFARE: 
21. Navy Wrestles With Mine Warfare Modernization 
(AOL DEFENSE 11 SEP 12) ... Sydney J. Freedberg Jr. 

PANAMA CITY, Florida -- Improving the Navy's long-neglected capability to hunt mines is a top priority for the fleet -- but it 
still gets less than one percent of the Navy budget. 

 

TRAINING RANGE: 
22. Judge: Navy Can Train Near Rare Atlantic Whales 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 10 SEP 12) ... Russ Bynum 

SAVANNAH, Ga. -- The Navy can build a $100 million offshore range for submarine warfare training, despite environmentalists' 
fears that war games would threaten endangered right whales, a federal judge ruled. 

 

AVIATION: 
23. More Problems Raised At Pentagon F-35 Fighter Review 
(REUTERS 10 SEP 12) ... Andrea Shalal-Esa 

WASHINGTON -- Senior Pentagon officials voiced frustration about the pace of Lockheed Martin Corp's development of the 
$396 billion F-35 Joint Strike Fighter program at a high-level review on Friday, according to several sources familiar with the 
program. 

 

CONGRESS / BUDGET: 
24. House Panel Unveils 2012 Continuing Resolution With $88b For Afghanistan War 
(DEFENSE NEWS 10 SEP 12) ... John T. Bennett 

The House Appropriations Committee unveiled a stopgap spending measure on Sept. 10 that would continue funding the 
Pentagon at current levels, and nearly $90 billion for the Afghanistan war. 
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25. Defense Firms Largely Noncommittal On Warn Notices 
(DEFENSE DAILY 11 SEP 12) ... Emelie Rutherford 

Some of the nation’s largest military contractors told lawmakers they are struggling to determine if they should issue layoff 
warnings to employees in advance of potential across-the-board Pentagon budget cuts that may or may not start next year. A handful 
of the firms, though, appear poised to send out the notices this fall. 

 

OUTREACH: 
26. Battle Of Lake Erie Anniversary Commemoration Held 
(ERIE TIMES NEWS 11 SEP 12) ... Sean McCracken 

Oliver Hazard Perry made his legacy 199 years ago in the midst of the Battle of Lake Erie on Sept. 10, 1813. 
 

LEGAL: 
27. Federal Judge Considers Terrorism Threats At Navy Project 
Critics say more analysis is needed on Navy Broadway Complex, Navy says no 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 10 SEP 12) ... Roger Showley 

The $1.2 billion redevelopment of the Navy’s waterfront property downtown landed back in federal court Monday, as a judge 
considered critics’ concerns over the threat of terrorism. 

 
28. Court-Martial Opens For Sailor Accused Of Dereliction Of Duty 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 11 SEP 12) ... Bill Sizemore 

NORFOLK -- A military jury got a graphic glimpse of the chaos of war Monday as the court martial of a Virginia Beach-based 
Sailor got under way at Norfolk Naval Station. 

 

DETAINEES: 
29. 9th Prisoner Dies At Guantanamo; Cause Under Study 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 10 SEP 12) ... Ben Fox 

SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico — Another prisoner has died at the U.S. Navy base in Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, the U.S. military said 
Monday, two days after the man was apparently found unconscious in his cell at the isolated, high-security prison. 

 

COMMENTARY: 
30. Syria’s Sectarian Infection 
As the U.S. stands by, Shiite-Sunni violence is beginning to spread across the region 
(WASHINGTON POST 11 SEP 12) ... Editorial 

For months, some Obama administration officials have argued that it would be unwise to supply arms to Syrian rebels because 
doing so could fuel a sectarian war that could lead to the empowerment of extremists and spread beyond Syria’s borders. The United 
States has consequently withheld lethal aid — only to watch a deepening war in which al-Qaeda and other jihadist groups are gaining 
ground, while Shiite-Sunni clashes have steadily escalated in Iraq and Lebanon. 

 
31. Slick Iranian Move Puts U.S. In Precarious Place 
(WASHINGTON POST 11 SEP 12) ... Walter Pincus 

Iran made a sophisticated move in its nuclear program between mid-December 2011 and mid-August. It converted almost half its 
stock of its most dangerous 20 percent enriched uranium into a “peaceful” form that cannot be used for a nuclear weapon. 

 
32. The 'Hard Power' Deficit 
Shrinking defense budgets in the West are a warning sign for the U.S. 
(LOS ANGELES TIMES 11 SEP 12) ... Gary Schmitt 

When it comes to "hard power," the West is in steep decline. Virtually every nation in Europe is cutting its defense budget. Japan 
refuses to spend more than 1% of its gross domestic product on defense. And Australia is slashing its military budget, leaving it at just 
1.5% of GDP, the smallest ratio in more than seven decades. Now add in the cuts of more than $800 billion in current and planned 
spending on U.S. defenses, with the prospect of nearly $500 billion more over the next 10 years. The result is a Western defense 
capability that is rapidly shrinking in size, has too little invested in future technologies and is increasingly wary of any conflict that 
would require sustained operations. 
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33. As China Muscles Into The Pacific, The U.S. Lacks A Strategy 
Beijing's navy and weapons systems are intended to push the U.S. back from the Western Pacific. 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 11 SEP 12) ... John Bolton 

China's assertive territorial claims in the East and South China Seas have flared intermittently over the years into diplomatic and 
even physical confrontations. Until recently, however, these incidents—seizures of islands, reefs or rock outcroppings, or naval 
vessels ramming one another—have subsided after a flurry of tactical responses. 

 
34. Strengthening U.S.-India Ties 
Cooperation Could Include Technology, Co-Production 
(DEFENSE NEWS 09 SEP 12) ... S. Amer Latiff 

U.S. Deputy Defense Secretary Ashton Carter’s visit to India in late July capped a two-month focus for the Pentagon on India that 
began with Defense Secretary Leon Panetta’s own visit in early June. 

 
35. Attacks Still Resonate 
We must remain alert, but when security is for sale, how much can we afford? 
(NEWPORT NEWS DAILY PRESS 11 SEP 12) ... Editorial 

Eleven years ago today, al-Qaida terrorists struck U.S. soil, resulting in more than 3,000 deaths and shaking the foundations of 
our nation's long-held feeling of security on domestic soil. 
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TOP STORIES: 
1. Israel, U.S. At Odds Over Drawing A ‘Red Line’ For Iran 
Netanyahu says only an ultimatum has a chance of swaying Tehran 
(WASHINGTON POST 11 SEP 12) ... Joel Greenberg 

JERUSALEM — Despite attempts to align their positions 
on Iran’s nuclear program, Israel and the United States were 
publicly at odds Monday over Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu’s call for Washington to set a “clear red line” 
beyond which it would launch a military attack. 

A day after Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton 
said the United States is “not setting deadlines” for Iran and 
considers negotiations the best approach, a senior Israeli 
official charged that “these statements won’t serve to deter 
Iran, but could well put it at ease.” 

“Without a clear red line Iran will not cease its race 
toward a nuclear weapon,” said the senior official, who was 
not authorized to identify himself by name. “These statements 
will not stop Iran’s centrifuges from spinning. Unfortunately, 
the opposite could well be true.” 

Netanyahu told an interviewer Sunday that Israel is 
discussing red lines with the United States. He did not say 
whether those discussions include any new offers from the 
Obama administration, but White House press secretary Jay 
Carney waved off that suggestion Monday. 

“The president’s position, unequivocally, is that he is 
committed to preventing Iran from acquiring a nuclear 
weapon,” Carney said. “We share that view with Israel and 
Israel’s leadership in a way that has been made clear again and 
again.” 

Iran has denied that it is seeking nuclear weapons, and 
U.S. intelligence has not detected any evidence that the 
leadership in Tehran has decided to build a nuclear bomb, 
senior Obama administration officials have said. 

Netanyahu, who is traveling to the United States later this 
month, has been pressing the Obama administration to spell 
out the point at which Iran’s nuclear program could face an 
American military strike. 

Netanyahu argues that only an ultimatum to Iran has a 
chance of swaying Tehran and averting a military 
confrontation. He has not specified what that line should be, 
but his demand reflects the sense of urgency projected by the 
Israeli leadership, which has called a nuclear-armed Iran an 
existential threat to Israel. 

The Obama administration is arguing for more time for 
diplomacy and sanctions. 

“We believe that there remains time and space for that 
effort to bear fruit,” Carney said Monday. “We’ve also made 

clear that the window of opportunity for reaching a solution by 
that means will not remain open indefinitely.” 

On Sunday, Clinton appeared to rule out an ultimatum to 
the Iranians. 

“We’re not setting deadlines,” she told Bloomberg Radio 
when asked whether Washington would draw red lines for Iran 
or spell out the consequences of failing to reach agreement 
with world powers by a certain date. 

Israeli Defense Minister Ehud Barak has warned that time 
is running out as Iran’s nuclear facilities approach a “zone of 
immunity,” protected in underground bunkers invulnerable to 
Israeli attack. 

Interviewed Sunday on Canadian television, Netanyahu 
said that Israel was currently in discussions with the United 
States on “a clear delineation of a line which Iran cannot cross 
in its pursuit of the development of nuclear weapons 
capability.” 

The issue sparked a heated exchange last month between 
Netanyahu and Dan Shapiro, the U.S. ambassador to Israel, 
according to Rep. Mike Rogers (R-Mich.), who was present 
and gave his account last week to a Detroit radio station. 

Rogers, the chairman of the House intelligence 
committee, said Netanyahu was frustrated with what he sees 
as a lack of U.S. resolve to draw lines for military action if 
necessary. Shapiro has denied the reports of a sharp exchange. 

Barak said after a meeting last week with Adm. James A. 
Winnefeld, the vice chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, that 
there were “differences” between Washington and Israel and 
that “the clock is ticking at a different pace for each of us.” 

Clinton voiced a similar assessment in the radio 
interview. “They’re more anxious about a quick response 
because they feel that they’re right in the bull’s-eye, so to 
speak,” she said, referring to the Israelis. “But we’re 
convinced that we have more time to focus on these sanctions, 
to do everything we can to bring Iran to a good-faith 
negotiation.” 

Dore Gold, a former U.N. ambassador who has advised 
Netanyahu, told Israel Radio on Monday that Clinton’s 
remarks meant that the United States faced “a serious 
problem” in stopping Iran, because of the lack of a “concrete 
threat” to use force. 

“There are differences in approach here,” he said of the 
views in Jerusalem and Washington, “and they are deep.” 

Return to Index 
 

2. Egypt To Host Regional Meeting Over Syria Crisis 
(REUTERS 10 SEP 12) ... Marwa Awad 

Officials from Egypt, Saudi Arabia, Turkey and Iran will 
meet in Cairo on Monday to discuss the Syrian crisis, but 
analysts said the regional powers were unlikely to agree on 
any tangible steps. 

Iran is a staunch ally of Syrian President Bashar al-Assad, 
who is fighting an uprising against his rule, while the three 
other countries have all called for him to quit power. 

Sunni Saudi Arabia and Shi'ite Iran have tussled for 
influence in recent years in sectarian conflicts across the 

Middle East. Tehran accuses regional states like Saudi Arabia 
and Turkey of assisting Syrian rebels fighting to topple Assad. 

Egyptian Foreign Minister Mohamed Kamel Amr said the 
meeting of the quartet, under an initiative proposed by Egypt, 
would gather senior Foreign Ministry officials from the four 
nations to prepare for higher-ranking talks. 

He told reporters a meeting of foreign ministers would 
take place in Cairo in the "coming days,” but did not give a 
date. 
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Egypt's Foreign Ministry said Cairo would seek 
agreement on several points, including stopping violence, 
ensuring Syria's territorial unity, rejecting any foreign military 
intervention and launching a political process to achieve the 
Syrian people's "aspirations for democracy, freedom and 
dignity." 

Asked why Egypt had not called for Assad's isolation, 
Amr said: "We are still at an early stage. The Foreign Ministry 
statement lays down the principles of action. In the end we 
want the interest of the Syrian people and the quickest end to 
the bloodshed." 

Analysts have said they see little chance of substantive 
agreement between the states. 

Some analysts said Egyptian President Mohamed Mursi's 
main objective in his initiative might have been to put Egypt 
back at the centre of regional politics. Mursi has made several 
impassioned appeals for an end to violence in recent weeks. 

The Official Iranian news agency IRNA reported that 
Foreign Minister Ali Akbar Salehi has suggested adding two 
countries to the Syria quartet. 

"We agree in principle with this proposal (by Mursi) but 
Iran has made additional suggestions (and) has requested that 

two other countries join the meeting," he said, naming Iraq as 
one of the countries. He did not specify the other country. 

"Iraq's presence as...an important and influential country 
in the region, can play an important role in resolving the 
Syrian crisis," IRNA quoted Salehi as saying. 

Officials at Cairo's airport said former Turkish 
ambassador to Syria, Omer Onhon, arrived to represent 
Turkey. 

Egypt's state news agency said Iranian Deputy Foreign 
Minister Hossein Amir-Abdollahian would represent Iran. It 
was quoting the head of the Iranian interests section in Cairo. 

Egypt and Iran do not have full diplomatic ties but do 
have interests sections in each other's countries staffed by 
diplomats. Ties were broken after the 1979 Islamic revolution 
and after Egypt signed a peace treaty with Israel the same 
year. 

In August, Mursi made the first visit to Iran by an 
Egyptian president since the Iranian revolution, taking part in 
the Non-Aligned Movement summit hosted by Tehran. 

In his address in Tehran, while sitting next to Iranian 
President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad, Mursi described Assad's 
government as an "oppressive regime" and said it was an 
"ethical duty" to support those rebelling against his rule. 

Return to Index 
 

3. Don't Forget U.S. Troops 'Fighting And Dying': Panetta 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 10 SEP 12) 

U.S. Defense Secretary Leon Panetta warned Americans 
not to forget the troops who are fighting and dying in 
Afghanistan, as he paid tribute to the victims of the 9/11 
attacks on Monday. 

In a visit to a memorial in southwestern Pennsylvania 
honoring the passengers and crew of United Flight 93 that was 
hijacked on September 11, 2001, Panetta said the fight against 
the Al-Qaeda militants behind the attacks was not over, and 
that U.S. soldiers were still in harm's way. 

"I pray that as we remember 9/11, and the terrible things 
that took place on 9/11, that we will also take the time to 
remind ourselves of the sacrifices that have been made by 
those who have fought and died in order to make sure that it 
not happen again," Panetta told reporters. 

"My concern is that too often we do not express our 
concern and our attention to those who are fighting and dying 
for this country. We're continuing to lose good men and 
women in battle in Afghanistan," he said. 

He drew a connection between the passengers of Flight 
93, who struggled with their hijackers and foiled an apparent 

attempt by Al-Qaeda to strike Washington, and U.S. troops 
waging war against Taliban insurgents eleven years later in 
Afghanistan. 

The U.S. soldiers are "putting their lives on the line every 
day," he said. 

"That kind of sacrifice, that kind of commitment, that 
kind of dedication, that kind of courage is what makes this 
country strong. 

"And we had damn well better remember that every day." 
Panetta's impassioned plea to honor the roughly 77,000 

American troops deployed in Afghanistan came in the middle 
of a presidential campaign that has barely touched on the 
conflict or foreign policy. 

The war in Afghanistan, launched after the 9/11 attacks 
over the Taliban's alliance with Al-Qaeda, has steadily lost 
popular support but has generated no massive street protests or 
bitter debate similar to the one surrounding the Iraq conflict. 

A growing majority of Americans oppose the U.S. 
military presence there and support NATO's plan to withdraw 
most combat forces by the end of 2014. 

Return to Index 
 
 

ASIA – PACIFIC: 
4. Japan Plans To Buy Islands In Dispute 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 11 SEP 12) ... Takashi Mochizuki 

TOKYO—The Japanese government made a formal 
decision to buy islands at the center of a dispute with China, a 
move to prevent the islands from ending up in Japanese 
nationalists' hands but one that provoked an angry response 
from Chinese Premier Wen Jiabao. 

Japan's chief government spokesman said it had agreed 
with the islands' private owners to purchase them, stressing it 

was in line with the government's policy of maintaining 
control of the islands in a "peaceful and stable" manner. 

"The government has been renting the islands since fiscal 
2002 to keep them under peaceful control. But since the 
current private owners intended to put them on the market, 
we've decided to buy them," Chief Cabinet Secretary Osamu 
Fujimura told a regular news conference. 
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On Tuesday, the cabinet approved the funding for the 
purchase, Mr. Fujimura said, adding that the ¥2.05 billion ($26 
million) in funding would come from the government's reserve 
fund. 

He also said that Japan and China have been in contact on 
the issue. 

"Both governments have been communicating closely 
through diplomatic channels to avoid misunderstandings and 
unforeseen incidents" pertaining to the situation, Mr. Fujimura 
said. "We do not wish for this matter to adversely affect the 
bilateral relationship." 

In addition, Japan has sent its most senior diplomat in 
charge of relations with China to Beijing, a government 
official said. The diplomat, Shinsuke Sugiyama, director-
general of the Asian and Oceanian Affairs Bureau, Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs, is scheduled to return tomorrow. 

The move to buy the islands prompted anger from the 
highest levels of the Chinese leadership, with Mr. Wen saying 
late Monday that the islands—controlled by Japan, which calls 
them the Senkaku, but claimed by China and Taiwan; they're 
called Diaoyu in Chinese—are an inalienable part of China's 
territory. He said China would "absolutely make no 
concession" on issues concerning its sovereignty and 
territorial integrity, according to state-run Xinhua news 
agency. 

The Japanese central government decided to buy the 
islands after Tokyo's nationalist governor, Shintaro Ishihara, 
said the city was negotiating such a purchase. Mr. Ishihara had 
proposed building facilities on the islands, including a port, to 
fend off landings by Chinese activists opposing Japanese 
control. 

Japanese officials have said the central government's 
purchase plans are aimed at preventing nationalists such as 
Mr. Ishishara from seizing control of the islands, a move 
which would be certain to further inflame nationalistic 
sentiment in China.A team from the Tokyo metropolitan 
government this month conducted a survey of the islands from 
surrounding waters. 

The central government and the owner had agreed on the 
purchase Friday, Mr. Fujimura said, although he declined to 
comment on the price. 

A government official involved in the negotiations said 
last week the government wouldn't pursue any development 
on the islands. 

Mr. Fujimura also shrugged off views that the decision 
may worsen ties with China, reiterating that no territorial 
dispute exists over the islands. "This is a domestic matter 
which should not trigger any diplomatic issues," he said. 

Earlier Monday, a Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesman 
said the country would take "necessary measures" to protect 
what it believes is its territory following the Japanese 
government's announcement. The spokesman, Hong Lei, 
didn't specify what measures the country would take, and 
reiterated Beijing's stance that any unilateral moves by Japan 
over the islands are "illegal and invalid." 

It is unclear whether China will escalate its response 
beyond the standard rhetoric. The Chinese government is 
trying to maintain a diplomatic status quo ahead of a sensitive, 
once-a-decade leadership transition set to begin later this year. 

But the spat prevented a formal meeting between the two 
nations' leaders at the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation 
forum in Vladivostok, Russia, this weekend. Japanese Prime 
Minister Yoshihiko Noda and Chinese President Hu Jintao 
only held a 15-minute discussion Sunday on the sidelines of 
the forum. 

While the two sides agreed not to disclose the contents of 
the talks, Xinhua said Mr. Hu had told Mr. Noda he was 
against nationalization of the disputed islands, and that he 
believed the move would be invalid. 

China appeared to take a small step Monday to ratchet up 
economic pressure on Japan. At a news conference, Dong 
Yang, secretary-general of the state-backed China Association 
of Automobile Manufacturers, linked slowing sales of 
Japanese cars to the diplomatic tussle. 

"I don't want to comment much, but I guess Japanese 
brands' sales slowed in August mostly due to the Diaoyu 
issue," Mr. Dong said. 

Sales of Nissan Motor Co. vehicles in China slowed 
slightly in August, said Kimiyasu Nakamura, president of 
Dongfeng Nissan, on Saturday. The company sold 95,200 cars 
in China in August, compared with 98,100 in July. 

Despite frequent eruptions of anti-Japanese sentiment in 
China, Japan has tried to keep tensions under control with its 
biggest trading partner. This contrasts with Japan's tough 
stance toward South Korea, an economic rival, with which it 
also has a territorial dispute. 

"It's not in the interest of either Japan or China to let this 
situation adversely affect the overall relationship between the 
two countries," Japanese Foreign Minister Koichiro Gemba 
said in a recent interview. 

In September 2010, China strongly protested after Japan 
filed charges against a Chinese fishing boat captain involved 
in a collision with Japanese coast guard vessels near the 
islands. 

Tensions flared again last month when activists from 
Hong Kong landed on one of the islands. Japanese officials 
didn't press charges and instead deported the members. 

Return to Index 
 

5. U.S. Expects No Change In Osprey Deployment Plan: Pentagon 
(KYODO NEWS 11 SEP 12) 

WASHINGTON -- The U.S. Defense Department 
anticipates no change in its plan to deploy the Osprey military 
aircraft at a Marine base in Japan's Okinawa Prefecture next 
month despite a massive rally in the island against the 
deployment on Sunday, a Pentagon spokesman said Monday. 

"We are aware of the protests that occurred on Okinawa 
over the weekend. We believe that the deployment is going to 

remain on track," Pentagon Press Secretary George Little told 
reporters. 

"We've been in regular dialogue with our Japanese allies 
about the importance we place on this aircraft, which has a 
strong safety record overall," he said. 

Twelve MV-22 Ospreys, which are currently at the 
Marines' Iwakuni Air Station in Yamaguchi Prefecture, are 
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scheduled to be deployed at the Futenma Air Station in 
Okinawa in October. 

Opposition to the deployment of the tilt-rotor aircraft 
remains strong in Okinawa as safety concerns were amplified 
following Osprey crashes earlier this year in Morocco and 
Florida. Pentagon reports suggest human error was a factor in 
both crashes. 

Meanwhile, Seiji Maehara, policy chief of the ruling 
Democratic Party of Japan, indicated Monday that an 
emergency landing of a MV-22 Osprey in North Carolina on 
Thursday may not have been triggered by human error. 

Maehara, who is on a U.S. visit, made the remarks in 
informal talks with reporters in Washington but declined to 
elaborate. 

The military transport aircraft made an emergency 
landing at an open space in Jacksonville, North Carolina, after 
the pilot was alerted by the cockpit-warning system that the 
aircraft should immediately return to its base, according to the 
Marines. 

Asked whether the planned October deployment of the 
Osprey in Okinawa should be postponed, Maehara said, "In 
the first place, it is important for the U.S. military to provide 
information in a firm manner, including the reasons for the 
emergency landing as well as the findings on the Florida 
crash." 

Return to Index 
 

6. China's First Aircraft Carrier Could Be Named 'Liaoning' After Province 
Aircraft carrier could be named after province where it was refitted, mainland media reports 
(SOUTH CHINA MORNING POST (HONG KONG) 10 SEP 12) 

China's first aircraft carrier may be named the "Liaoning,” 
after the province where it was completed, according to 
mainland media. 

Dalian, a port city in northeastern Liaoning province, has 
been home to the ship for more than a decade, since the 
uncompleted Soviet carrier formerly known as the Varyag 
arrived from Ukraine in March 2002. 

Citing an unnamed naval expert with the People's 
Liberation Army (PLA), the Guangzhou-based Southern 
Metropolis News reported that the former Varyag was 
unlikely to be named after a famous person. The paper went 
on to quote unidentified sources as saying that authorities 
decided the ship should be named after the province where the 
ship had been "resurrected.” 

Li Jie , a senior researcher at the Chinese Naval Research 
Institute, said yesterday that "the name of the carrier is likely 
to be chosen from either provinces or words signifying 
magnificence or bravery.” 

Macau-based PLA watcher Antony Wong Dong noted 
yesterday that speculation over the carrier's name has been 
rife, particularly among military enthusiasts at home and 
abroad, but he too could only speculate. "The carrier will 

probably be named Liaoning," he said, adding that he has 
"tried but failed to get confirmation from independent sources" 
of the name. 

Some pundits have guessed that the ship could be named 
after a famous person such as Shi Lang , a 17th-century 
admiral, or after former chairman Mao Zedong . Others have 
suggested place names like Beijing, Hubei or even a 
controversial one like "Diaoyu,” after the disputed island 
chain in the East China Sea. 

Shi Lang served during the Ming (1368-1644) and Qing 
(1644-1911) dynasties and played an instrumental role in 
conquering the breakaway island of Taiwan. 

Some military watchers have suggested that the carrier 
could be in service as soon as October 1, which is National 
Day. 

Last week, the number 16 was painted on the body of the 
aircraft carrier. According to PLA Navy practice, the painting 
of the number on a warship means it has finished all tests and 
is ready for naval service. 

The vessel had undergone 10 sea trials by the end of last 
month. 

Return to Index 
 
 

MIDEAST: 
7. From France, An Urge To Intervene In Syria 
(WASHINGTON POST 11 SEP 12) ... Edward Cody 

PARIS — Although pressure is rising in France and other 
European nations for military intervention to stop the 
bloodshed in Syria, leaders are stymied by an unpleasant 
reality: Lessons learned from last year’s NATO operation in 
Libya suggest that taking down President Bashar al-Assad 
would be impossible without large-scale involvement by the 
United States. 

The urge to do something is particularly strong in France, 
which has historical ties to Syria and whose then-President 
Nicolas Sarkozy rallied the United States and other allies 
around his proposal to bomb government forces in Libya. 
Moreover, France is the country where the idea of a “right to 

intervene” to save lives abroad was born, and where it has 
since expanded in the eyes of many into a “duty to intervene.” 

Frustrated by Russian and Chinese vetoes in the U.N. 
Security Council and President Obama’s reluctance to commit 
U.S. forces, some French opinion leaders have criticized 
President Francois Hollande for failing to organize an 
international intervention even without a Security Council 
mandate. The implication of their challenge is that a resolute 
France could persuade Obama to change his mind or that a 
French-led European coalition could act with neighboring 
Turkey. 

Sarkozy’s one public gesture since his defeat at the polls 
in May, for instance, was to accuse Hollande of vacationing at 
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the beach while Syrian rebels die at the hands of Assad’s 
army. Sarkozy’s followers swiftly joined in, eager to portray 
Hollande as inexperienced in foreign affairs and unable to 
show leadership. 

Bernard Henri-Levy, the philosopher and commentator 
who promoted Libya’s opposition leaders with Sarkozy and 
the public last year, said recently he also is disappointed with 
Hollande for his failure to intervene militarily and suggested 
that he and other European leaders are overestimating the 
obstacles to overthrowing Assad. 

“Everybody knows that not a lot is necessary anymore to 
finish off the government,” Henri-Levy said in a newspaper 
interview, suggesting that the Turkish air force might be 
sufficient. “We just need a pilot in the plane.” 

Eager to demonstrate initiative in the face of such 
criticism, Hollande announced recently that if Syria’s 
disparate rebel groups would come together around a 
government in exile, France would recognize it immediately. 
Similar support from Sarkozy last year helped the Libyan 
rebel movement come together against Moammar Gaddafi. 
But France and a half-dozen other nations have been trying 
without success to prod Syrian rebel groups into a unified 
command for months. 

The French Foreign Ministry revealed last week that 
France is providing humanitarian aid directly to rebel-
controlled towns inside Syria. According to reports in Paris, 
France also has provided training and non-lethal military 
equipment such as night-vision goggles. 

Although dismissed by specialists, Henri-Levy’s 
exhortations fell into a generally receptive audience because 
the Libyan intervention is viewed here as a proud success for 
France and its military. Not only did Sarkozy rally others in 
Paris to start the operation but not a single French pilot was 
lost, even though French aircraft flew about 25 percent of the 
strike missions during seven months of bombing against 7,600 
targets. 

NATO’s “lessons learned” studies after the Libya 
intervention paint a different picture. They show that last 
year’s casualty-free war was possible largely because the 
United States destroyed Libya’s air defense system and 
disrupted its command-and-control network with an opening 
salvo of sea- and air-launched cruise missiles and guided 
bombs that no European country, or combination of countries, 
could have mustered. 

“The French and British simply would not have had the 
means to do that,” said a senior NATO officer who helped 
direct the Libya war. “The U.S. is really the only one with that 
kind of counter-air-defense capability.” 

Despite the public pressure, French military specialists 
recognize how the Libya war was conducted and what it says 
about the possibility of a similar intervention in Syria. 

Suggestions from the refugee-burdened Turkish 
government and others in Europe that a humanitarian no-fly 
zone could be set up near the Turkish border do not make 
military sense, military specialists said. This is because Syria’s 
Russian-supplied integrated air defense network would have to 

be taken out — from the border south to Damascus and 
beyond — to make defending such a zone with allied air 
patrols possible, he said. 

Syria’s shooting down of a Turkish F4 Phantom on a 
border-skirting reconnaissance patrol in June showed that 
Assad’s air defenses are already on alert, the NATO officer 
pointed out, speaking on the condition of anonymity to enable 
a frank discussion. 

If the mission were limited to protecting a narrow 
humanitarian corridor along the border — and not removing 
Assad — this could be done by positioning antiaircraft 
missiles on the Turkish side of the line and warning Syrian 
planes against violating a no-fly zone, said Francois 
Heisbourg, a military expert at the Foundation for Strategic 
Research in Paris. But it would be unwise to try anything like 
that without a U.N. mandate, he added, because it would be an 
act of war with hard-to-control consequences and would set a 
dangerous precedent. 

The pressure for action has been particularly oriented 
toward humanitarian concerns such as a border safe zone 
because the “right to intervene” remains vivid in the French 
public’s mind. The concept was pushed onto the international 
scene in the 1980s by Bernard Kouchner, who had helped start 
Doctors Without Borders a decade earlier and, as “the French 
doctor,” stirred worldwide concern over Vietnamese boat 
people after the fall of Saigon. He was foreign minister in the 
early Sarkozy years. 

In any case, after-action studies show that, even after 
NATO assumed command of the Libya bombing, the United 
States remained the only country with sufficient intelligence-
gathering drones to permit NATO officers at their Naples 
headquarters to get a picture of the battlefield, and the only 
country with enough aerial refueling tankers to keep NATO 
aircraft in the air. The United States flew about 80 percent of 
aerial refueling flights over seven months of bombing, the 
studies found. 

The U.S. Predator drones were particularly important in 
the Libya operation because NATO target planners were 
ordered to avoid civilian casualties. Although several mistaken 
attacks occurred, killing civilians, the officer said, two-thirds 
of the objectives singled out for bombing by targeting 
specialists were turned down because of a danger that civilians 
might be hurt. 

A Syria intervention would be staggeringly more difficult 
because the country is not clearly divided into areas controlled 
by the army and others controlled by the rebels. 

Moreover, Syrian rebels fighting inside the country are 
divided into multiple groups, some geographical and others 
with an Islamist agenda hostile to the West.making it difficult 
to coordinate to avoid friendly-fire incidents. 

The Syrian military also is substantially more formidable 
than Libya’s, the officer said, with a trained officer corps that 
Gaddafi lacked and more than 300,000 regulars, 5,000 tanks 
and 500 warplanes.Finally, he said, in the Libya operation 
NATO forces benefited from the most powerful weapon of all: 
“There was a lot of luck involved.” 
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8. Tribes, Militants Battling In Yemen 
Jihadists weakened by U.S.-backed offensive wage shadowy fight 
(WASHINGTON POST 11 SEP 12) ... Sudarsan Raghavan 

JAAR, Yemen — Abdul Latif al-Sayid knows a lot about 
the al-Qaeda militants lurking in this tense southern town. He 
knows their tribes, knows their tactics. He knows because he 
used to be one of them. That’s why they are trying to kill him. 

So Sayid, the leader of a tribal militia fighting the Islamist 
extremists, moves from house to house every few days to 
throw off their informants. He travels only with trusted 
bodyguards and sleeps with a Kalashnikov rifle by his side. 
“Now, the war against al-Qaeda is more dangerous than 
before,” said Sayid, a thin and bearded 31-year-old who has 
survived six attempts on his life, including an ambush over the 
weekend that killed one of his fighters. 

A U.S.-backed offensive this summer by Yemen’s 
military and tribal forces eviscerated al-Qaeda in the Arabian 
Peninsula, the terrorist network’s branch in Yemen, in swaths 
of the country’s south. But a shadowy conflict has followed, 
punctuated by suicide attacks, car bombings and 
assassinations in this strategic corner of the world near crucial 
oil shipping lanes. 

It is a conflict fueled by tribal rivalries and spies, more 
intense than previous battles, on a landscape that the United 
States and its allies consider as important a front line as 
Pakistan and Afghanistan. 

Nearly every week, violence erupts in Jaar and other parts 
of southern Yemen, including the port city of Aden, targeting 
military and security complexes, high-profile generals and 
government ministers. Sayid’s struggle reflects the jihadists’ 
determination to remain a force in this region and the 
limitations of Yemen’s new government and the Obama 
administration’s counterterrorism strategy. 

A rare visit by a Western journalist to Jaar, once the 
militants’ main base and their laboratory to experiment with 
fundamentalist Islamist rule, revealed how deeply entrenched 
they remain in the city. Militant cells are actively working to 
undermine Yemen’s weak government, even as U.S. and 
Yemeni officials declare progress in the fight against AQAP, 
as the al-Qaeda affiliate is known. 

AQAP operatives killed in U.S. drone attacks are quickly 
replaced. In Jaar, the militants have declared war against the 
United States, generating sympathy and recruits from a 
population that has long opposed U.S. policies in the Middle 
East. 

“They no longer fight face to face,” Sayid said at an 
empty cement factory in the mountains outside Jaar. “They 
attack and they vanish, and it’s difficult to track their 
locations. It’s now a guerrilla conflict, just like what happened 
in Iraq.” 

Meanwhile, the U.S.-backed government of President 
Abed Rabbo Mansour Hadi is largely absent in Jaar, 
consumed by political turmoil and insecurity in the capital, 
Sanaa. No police or security forces patrol Jaar. Instead, the 
government has, in effect, outsourced the fight against AQAP. 
Maintaining law and order is in the hands of the Popular 
Resistance Committees, an assembly of ill-equipped tribesmen 
led by Sayid. They are now the militants’ greatest foes. 

“Al-Qaeda will use any means to kill them,” said Ahmed 
al-Maisari, a former governor of Abyan province, which 
includes Jaar. “And Abdul Latif is their number-one target.” 

More than a year ago, the Islamist militants swept through 
Abyan. They took advantage of the political chaos unfolding 
in the wake of a populist revolt, an extension of the Arab 
Spring uprisings, which eventually ended the 33-year 
autocratic rule of President Ali Abdullah Saleh this year. 

The militants called themselves Ansar al-Sharia, or 
supporters of sharia, or Islamic law, but they operated under 
the umbrella of AQAP. They swiftly took over Zinjibar, the 
provincial capital, as well as Jaar and other towns, as Yemen’s 
security units fled or were transferred to Sanaa to preserve 
Saleh’s power. 

Law, Order Under Al-Qaeda 
A sign at the entrance to the tall, brown-brick courthouse, 

which also served as the police station and jail under the 
militants, still reads: “The Islamic Emirate of Waqar.” 

It’s the name the extremists gave to Jaar. And it was a 
clear indicator of their desire to create a place that foreign 
jihadists would use as a launchpad for attacks against the 
United States and its allies. AQAP has targeted the United 
States several times since 2009, including an attempt to bomb 
a Detroit-bound airliner and a plot to send parcel bombs on 
flights to the United States. 

Saleh’s reign was dominated by northerners, who largely 
ignored Jaar and other towns in the south. Lawlessness ruled 
Jaar, whose population grew to deeply resent the government. 
The militants came to this city of 100,000 in March 2011 and 
quickly restored order. They set up sharia courts and issued 
harsh punishments, including chopping off thieves’ hands, in 
the name of a righteous Islam. Many residents here approved. 

“When al-Qaeda was here, it was good,” said Anwar Ali 
Sallam, 30, an employee in the electricity bureau. “There were 
no robberies. People treated each other in a decent way. No 
one would try to make problems.” 

The militants provided food to the poor, as well as free 
water and electricity. Many al-Qaeda fighters married into 
local families. And they used religion to gain support in this 
conservative Muslim region, where women wear black head-
to-toe abayas. The militants woke up residents at dawn to pray 
and ordered shops closed during mosque prayers. 

“They talked about religion in a friendly way until people 
felt comfortable with them,” said Mohammed Muhsin 
Mohammed, 21, an unemployed laborer and avid soccer 
player. 

But the militants, who included fighters from other Arab 
countries and Somalia, also issued many unpopular decrees, 
banning Arabic music, dance videos and any semblance of 
Western culture. 

They ordered Mohammed and other soccer players to 
wear long pants instead of shorts, which they defined as 
inappropriate for a Muslim. Whenever a player scored a goal, 
his teammates and spectators were not allowed to shout in joy. 
Instead, they had to yell “Allahu Akbar” — God is great. 

To lure recruits, the jihadists would declare through 
loudspeakers that they were fighting the United States and its 
allies, particularly Saudi Arabia. 

“They would yell, ‘America is controlled by the Jews,’ 
and that Saleh’s regime was a puppet of America,” Sallam 
recalled. 
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Disillusioned By Extremists 
Sayid, too, was increasingly fed up with Saleh’s 

government. So the devout father of two who produced honey 
for a living joined the militants. “I thought Ansar al-Sharia 
would improve our lives,” he said. 

But he soon became disillusioned with the group’s 
brutality. Within months of leaving their imprint on Jaar, the 
militants began targeting anyone they suspected of being 
against them — and those who questioned their authority. 

One of Sayid’s cousins was accused of being a spy and 
executed in Jaar’s main soccer field. That’s when Sayid 
defected and started to recruit other tribesmen to turn against 
the militants. 

In August 2011, during the Muslim holy month of 
Ramadan, a group of AQAP fighters attacked Sayid at his 
house. The firefight lasted the entire day, he said, and killed 
three of his lieutenants. But Sayid escaped the scene and fled 
Jaar. 

Outside town, he and his fighters attacked AQAP supply 
lines and set up ambushes. Soon, other tribesmen joined him. 

“Many locals wanted to fight al-Qaeda but were too 
afraid,” said Mahjoub Numqi, one of Sayid’s top lieutenants. 
Sayid “broke that barrier of fear.” 

Yemen’s military and security forces were unable to 
dislodge the militants for months. But after Hadi took office in 
February, he ordered a major offensive, aided by U.S. trainers, 
advisers and intelligence, as well as airstrikes. 

Sayid and his fighters joined the assault. In June, they 
attacked Jaar from the north as Yemeni military forces came 
from the west and south, driving the jihadists out of town. But 
since then, the militants have been striking back, targeting 
police stations and other government and military buildings. 
They killed the top military commander in southern Yemen 
later in June and launched an assault on the headquarters of 
the intelligence services in Aden last month, killing 20 
soldiers and security guards. 

In Jaar, the militants have focused on Sayid and his 
fighters — and they have no shortage of help from 
sympathetic tribes. “Al-Qaeda stayed in Jaar for more than a 
year,” Sayid said. “It planted generations of supporters.” 

‘We Can’t Let Go’ 
Last month, a man carrying a bomb in a thermos entered 

Sayid’s family home in Jaar and detonated it during a funeral 

service for one of his men. The explosion killed two of 
Sayid’s brothers and 46 of his fighters and injured scores. Two 
pieces of shrapnel pierced Sayid’s back and neck. 

Two days later, a suicide bomber tried to kill him again, 
raising concerns within his fold that AQAP had infiltrated the 
Popular Resistance Committees. 

Sayid went into hiding. 
Today, fear pervades the landscape. Graffiti still 

announce the jihadists’ rule. Few women venture outside. And 
lawlessness appears to be seeping back in. The Popular 
Resistance Committees have arrested several car thieves and 
other robbers. But the sense of neglect by the new government 
is causing many to wonder whether life was better under the 
militants. 

“Many people in Jaar want al-Qaeda to come back,” said 
Sallam, the electricity bureau employee. 

Sayid’s fighters patrol the streets atop motorcycles, their 
Kalashnikovs hanging from their shoulders, or stand guard at 
checkpoints. They have no illusions about the risks. “Anyone 
can jump into a crowd and cry ‘Allahu Akbar’ and blow 
himself up,” Numqi said. 

In Zinjibar and other towns, buildings are shattered or 
pocked with holes from gunfire and mortar rounds. Streets are 
empty. Although some of the thousands of residents who fled 
the conflict have returned, many more have not. 

Meanwhile, the fighters with the Popular Resistance 
Committees are facing numerous hurdles. Though they now 
receive a small monthly stipend from the government, Sayid 
said he has only one vehicle, and no medium-size weapons to 
combat AQAP. He has written to Hadi seeking more weapons 
and assistance, Sayid said. But with Hadi locked in a struggle 
for power with Saleh’s family and loyalists in the military and 
government, Sayid said he doesn’t expect much. 

Abdulmajeed al-Salahi, an Abyan government official, 
gave another reason. Even though the government, he said, 
depends on Sayid’s fighters to battle AQAP, it does not want 
to create a well-armed militia that could pose a threat in the 
future. 

But for Sayid, “it’s a life-or-death situation now. Whether 
the government supports us or not, we can’t let go. We will 
fight until we die.” 
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AFGHANISTAN: 
9. U.S. Transfers Control Of Military Prison To Afghan Officials 
Security questions persist amid dispute over dozens of captives 
(WASHINGTON POST 11 SEP 12) ... Richard Leiby 

KABUL — The U.S. military prison known as Bagram, a 
hated symbol of U.S. interference in Afghan affairs, was 
officially transferred to Afghan control Monday. 

The long-demanded handoff of Parwan detention center, 
the facility’s official name, occurred amid tensions between 
Washington and Kabul over the Afghan army’s ability to 
guarantee security at the prison and the court system’s 
preparedness to competently adjudicate detainee cases. 

Pledges of mutual cooperation masked a behind-the-
scenes dispute regarding about three dozen captives whom the 

United States has refused to release. The U.S.-led military 
coalition also held back the transfer of more than 600 more 
recently captured prisoners, but officials said that process 
would begin next week. 

Even some Afghan officials fear that courts will end up 
releasing dangerous captives from the prison, because judges 
here often do not accept evidence gathered from intelligence 
sources. The United States has held some suspected militants 
for years on the basis of classified, undisclosed evidence, 



 13

drawing international criticism. Allegations of abuse of 
detainees at the prison have stoked anti-American feeling here. 

At Monday’s midmorning ceremony, the Afghan army 
formally took custody of hundreds of inmates accused of 
fighting for or supporting the Taliban and other Islamist 
militants battling Afghan and NATO forces during the 11year-
old war. 

The handover marked a victory for President Hamid 
Karzai, fulfilling an agreement he struck six months ago with 
the United States. Karzai did not attend the ceremony at 
Bagram air base, 30 miles from Kabul, but he dispatched top 
generals and ministers to talk glowingly of the transition. 

“It is a matter of great happiness and pride that a major 
step is being taken for the restoration of Afghanistan’s 
national sovereignty, the rule of law and justice,” Justice 
Minister Habibullah Ghalib said. 

Gen. Sher Mohammad Karimi, the country’s top military 
commander, also sat in the reviewing stand, overlooking 
hundreds of assembled troops standing at rigid attention. 
Afterward, he expressed confidence that his army has the 
capacity to operate and secure Parwan. “We may have some 
challenges, but gradually, we will overcome the challenges,” 
Karimi said. 

The prison handover is part of a larger transitioning of 
security responsibilities to Afghan forces — the linchpin of 
the U. S. plan to pull out its combat troops at the end of 2014. 

The ceremony included the hoisting of Afghanistan’s flag 
and exclamations of “God is great” by the Afghan troops. The 
Karzai government provided helicopter transport to more than 
50 local and foreign journalists to chronicle the event. 

No high-ranking U.S. military officers or senior officials 
attended the ceremony. Army Col. Robert M. Taradash, who 
has overseen the prison, represented coalition forces. He said 
the United States had fulfilled its side of the March 9 
agreement with Karzai. 

At one point, Parwan held more than 3,000 inmates, but 
hundreds have been transferred to other facilities or released. 
“There were prisoners released who promptly joined the 
Taliban,” said one Afghan official familiar with the process, 
speaking on the condition of anonymity because his account 
contradicted those of the government. 

The United States also will retain custody of nearly 50 
foreign nationals at Parwan — many of them Pakistanis 
accused of fighting for the Taliban. “We are not interested in 
them,” said Zahir Azimi, an Afghan Defense Ministry 
spokesman. 

The U.S.-led military coalition, in a statement Sunday 
night, alluded to concerns about transferring some of the high-
value detainees to Afghan custody but did not give specifics. 

“Some 99 percent of the detainees captured before 9 
March have already been transferred to Afghan authority, but 
we have paused the transfer of the remaining detainees until 
our concerns are met,” said Jamie Graybeal, a coalition 
spokesman. 

“That’s something that’s being resolved between our two 
governments,” Taradash said after the ceremony. “The 
governments are working together, and we continue to partner 
with the Afghans at this facility.” 

Many observers say the Taliban insurgency has regained 
its strength, despite upbeat assessments by U.S. commanders 
who say the movement has been curtailed. Not long after 
Monday’s ceremony, a suicide bomber targeted police in the 
northern city of Kunduz, killing 15 people, local officials said. 

Taliban propaganda has exploited reports of harsh 
interrogation techniques, indefinite detention and inadequate 
legal process at Parwan to recruit followers and incite terrorist 
attacks. 

An Oscar-winning documentary about Bagram, “Taxi to 
the Dark Side,” also increased the prison’s notoriety. The 
detention facility never became a household name in the 
United States, like the detention camp at Guantanamo Bay, 
Cuba, or Iraq’s Abu Ghraib prison. Among Afghans, however, 
Bagram became synonymous with long-term extrajudicial 
imprisonment and alleged torture. An Army investigation into 
the deaths of two detainees in 2002 uncovered evidence of 
prisoners being severely beaten and chained to the ceiling by 
their wrists. 

“It should be closed altogether, but I think [the transfer] is 
a good step,” said Ghairat Baheer, an Afghan citizen and 
Islamic Party official who was detained as an alleged militant 
for six years, four of them at Bagram. He said the prison, 
when under the control of the United States, only created 
enemies. 

“The Americans used to be very arrogant,” said Baheer, 
whose Hezb-i-Islami faction has been allied with some 
elements of the Taliban but also supports a negotiated peace 
with the Afghan government. “There were religious, cultural 
and language barriers.” 

With the Afghan government in charge, he added, “I think 
the detainees will have a better chance of feeling at home.” 
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SEPTEMBER 11TH: 
10. USS New York – A Living, Breathing Symbol 
(NAVY LIVE BLOG 10 SEP 12) ... Capt. Jon Kreitz 

This blog is written by the Commanding Officer of USS 
New York (LPD 21), Capt. Jon Kreitz. New York is part of the 
Iwo Jima Amphibious Ready Group and is currently deployed 
in support of maritime security operations and theater security 
cooperation efforts in the U.S. 5th Fleet area of responsibility. 

From the very moment I stepped on board New York, I 
sensed that there was something different about this ship. It is 
true that she is fairly new and clean, she is on her maiden 
deployment, and is the namesake for the great state of New 

York, but there is something else entirely different about New 
York that you will not be able to find anywhere else, but on 
the grounds where the Twin Towers once stood. This is 
something in the hearts of those who were forever affected 11 
years ago, a solemn promise that we will “Never Forget.” 

Not only is there seven and a half tons of steel from the 
World Trade Center in our bow stem, but in every corner of 
New York, there are tokens of remembrance; from pictures of 
fallen New York City policemen to a New York Fire 
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Department firefighter’s helmet. When the days get 
monotonous and the crew becomes weary, sometimes all it 
takes is to look up, and instead of seeing only lagging, you see 
a symbol of something bigger than yourself. New York was 
not built to be a vessel of mourning, but rather a living, 
breathing symbol of what our country has come together to 
build in the days after. New York is 26,000 tons of power 
projection. Our presence is now serving halfway across the 
world, and with every nautical mile we travel, we are able to 
share not only the ship’s story, but the stories of the many 
Americans who either gave their lives or shared in the grief. 

Every Sailor and Marine has a purpose, a commitment 
and an obligation to our country. We all serve to never forget, 
and serve in order to maintain a strong legacy of warfighting 
first. 9/11 is not just a memory, but a reason to continue our 
desire to serve—to be ready as we operate forward to defend 
our great country. And that’s what my crew aboard USS New 
York and I are doing. 

Thank you to all who serve and to all who support our 
efforts in making our country’s Navy the most effective global 
force for good in history. 

Visit our Facebook page: USS New York (LPD-21). 
View Clip (RT: 2:37) 
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11. Naval Academy Grads Write Book About Service After 9/11 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 11 SEP 12) ... Mike Hixenbaugh 

The U.S. Naval Academy's class of 2002 was just 
beginning its senior year in Annapolis on Sept. 11, 2001. 

As news of a possible terrorist attack spread across the 
stately campus, many students crammed into classrooms in 
time to see a second plane slam into the World Trade Center 
and change everything. 

In eight months, 965 seniors who entered the Naval 
Academy at a time of peace would graduate into bitter war, 
the first class to do so since Vietnam. 

They have spent a decade fighting at sea, on land - 162 
Marines were in the class of '02 - and in the air. 

Eleven years later, many of those seniors-turned-officers 
are sharing their stories in a new book, "In the Shadow of 
Greatness: Voices of Leadership, Sacrifice, and Service from 
America's Longest War." 

The compilation of stories, which includes a forward by 
journalist David Gergen and an essay by Adm. Mike Mullen, 
hits bookstores across the nation today. 

More than 200 members of the class contributed, but only 
33 accounts could be included. They cover a wide spectrum of 
experiences from the nation's decade at war, in combat and at 
home. 

Among the stories: a Marine officer leads a platoon 
during a bloody month in Fallujah; a Sailor embeds with a 
team of soldiers on a mission to improve relations with Iraqi 
police; a gay naval officer celebrates the end of the military's 
"don't ask, don't tell" policy with a midnight wedding. 

Lt. Cmdr. Josh Welle, the class of 2002 student body 
president and a Virginia Beach resident stationed at Joint 
Expeditionary Base Little Creek, dreamed up the concept and 
was among four classmates who edited the book. 

Welle and other contributors will dedicate the book today 
during a ceremony at the U.S. Navy Memorial in Washington. 

Welle said that after he returned from a 10-month 
deployment in 2009 to improve NATO and Afghan relations, 
he felt as if he had a story to tell. But it wasn't nearly as 
impressive as what his classmates had achieved, he said. 

"I was not a combat arms Marine; I was not a fighter pilot 
who saved the lives of a striker battalion," Welle said. "But 
my best friends were. And I knew I had the capacity to 

connect the dots - to weave together a narrative that would 
help America understand how we served after 9/11." 

The result is a comprehensive account of the wars in Iraq 
and Afghanistan from the people who helped lead the fight - 
some of them from Hampton Roads. 

Fighter pilot Meagan Varley Flannigan writes about 
preparing for combat and overcoming discrimination from a 
few people at Oceana Naval Air Station as the last woman 
certified to fly an F-14 Tomcat before the jets were 
decommissioned. 

Explosive ordnance disposal technician Eric Jewell details 
how his Virginia Beach-based unit overcame shaky 
relationships with Iraqi military police and defused countless 
improvised bombs that could have cost American lives. 

Beach resident Carole A. Anderson pays tribute to her 
son, who fulfilled his dream of becoming a Navy helicopter 
pilot before dying in a training accident. His career included a 
rescue mission to hurricane-ravaged New Orleans in 2005. 

The book's title alludes to a comment by broadcast 
journalist Tom Brokaw, who said the American Sailors and 
soldiers who fought in Iraq and Afghanistan might be "the 
next greatest generation." 

In reviewing the book, Brokaw called it "a must read for 
all Americans," adding, "You'll stand a little straighter when 
you mingle with these remarkable fellow citizens." 

Part of the class of 2002's story is left untold, Welle said. 
Of 16 class members who became Navy SEALs, he said, none 
was willing to write, even under a pseudonym, citing the 
SEAL pledge of secrecy and humility. 

Welle called the book the antithesis of "No Easy Day," 
the much-publicized and controversial SEAL memoir that 
includes a detailed first-person account of the raid to kill 
Osama bin Laden. 

Welle said he's glad both books are being released around 
the same time. 

"This isn't the story of one night or one exciting mission," 
Welle said. "This is the story of a nation at war and the men 
and women who stepped forward. This story wasn't written for 
the military; it was written for America." 
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PERSONNEL: 
12. Navy Admiral Makes Case For Longer Duties At Sea 
(KITSAP (WA) SUN 10 SEP 12) ... Ed Friedrich 

BANGOR — The Navy shrank from 390,000 Sailors to 
320,000 during the past decade while demand for its ships and 
submarines ballooned. More Sailors are needed at sea, 
requiring a rebalancing, the Navy's chief of personnel said 
during an all-hands call Monday at Naval Base Kitsap-Bangor. 

"Adjusting gaps at sea is my primary focus," Vice Adm. 
Scott Van Buskirk told about 500 Sailors at Bangor Theater. 

The USS John C. Stennis is a good — but exaggerated — 
example. The Bremerton-based aircraft carrier returned from a 
seven-month deployment to the Middle East on March 2 and 
wasn't scheduled for another until January. But with tensions 
remaining high in that region, Defense Secretary Leon Panetta 
ordered the ship back out to sea for eight more months. The 
directive came July 16; the Stennis departed Aug. 27; there 
was little time to round out a crew. 

Sea duty incentive programs were already in place, and 
helped, but the turnaround was too quick. The Navy changed 
its policy July 12 to enable it to send Sailors with critical skills 
to sea before their shore duty was completed. They'd receive a 
lump sum based on the number of months of shore duty lost. 
Sailors on land the longest would go first, and they had to 
have been there at least two years. Two hundred seventy-one 
Sailors took this route to the Stennis. 

The policy is meant to be temporary, but that depends on 
world situations. 

"We use a variety of long-term and voluntary initiatives to 
support our seagoing force," Van Buskirk said in announcing 
the policy. "Now, while these actions begin to take traction, 
we've determined that we need to take additional measures to 
reduce these gaps at sea." 

Long-term measures include Sea Duty Incentive Pay and 
the Voluntary Sea Duty Program. The first offers Sailors in 
pay grades E-5 through E-9 in jobs undermanned at sea to get 
a monetary incentive for extending their sea assignment or 
curtailing shore duty to return to sea duty. It began in 2007 
and is adjusted often to meet Navy needs. Sailors get a lump-
sum payment based on the length of the sea-duty extension or 
shore-duty curtailment, ranging from $500 to $1,000 per 
month. 

The Voluntary Sea Duty Program, which was announced 
in January, allows Sailors and their families to stay in their 
same duty location or move to a duty station of their choice if 
they extend at sea or return to sea duty early. They can take 
advantage of both programs at the same time. 

Besides sea vs. shore duty, the Navy's working on 
balancing manpower among jobs, or rates. Some are crowded, 
others thin on numbers. Sailors in overmanned rates might not 
advance and face little potential in the Navy if they don't 
convert to a different rate. There are too many sharp Sailors 
being recruited, and 70 percent re-up. The Navy has never had 
a higher-quality workforce, said Van Buskirk, who set the 
playing field Monday and then fielded questions for 40 
minutes. Sailors asked about rate quotas, retention bonuses, 
retirement, deployment times and advancement cycles. 

"To remain competitive, you have to be assignable, 
distributable and deployable," Van Buskirk told the Sailors. 

The admiral met with senior Sailors later Monday, then 
was off to Naval Air Station Whidbey Island and Naval 
Station Everett. 
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13. U.S. Starts Campaign To Prevent Suicides 
(WASHINGTON POST 11 SEP 12) ... Steve Vogel 

A new national strategy for reducing the number of 
suicides by better identifying and reaching out to those at risk 
was released Monday morning in Washington. 

The 2012 National Strategy for Suicide Prevention report 
includes community-based approaches to curbing the 
incidence of suicide, details new ways to identify people at 
risk for suicide, and outlines national priorities for reducing 
the number of suicides over the next decade. 

In conjunction with the report, Health and Human 
Services Secretary Kathleen Sebelius announced $55.6 million 
in new grants for suicide-prevention programs. 

The report was prepared by the U.S. surgeon general and 
the National Action Alliance for Suicide Prevention, a 
network of 200 public- and private-sector organizations. 

The Department of Veterans Affairs and the Defense 
Department are launching an outreach campaign that includes 
new public service announcements aimed at battling a 
troubling rise in suicides in the military. 

"All of us working together - friends, family, neighbors, 
the public and the private sector - can make a difference for 
service members and veterans transitioning back into their 
communities," the deputy VA secretary, Scott Gould, said in a 

statement. "Recognizing the warning signs of suicide and 
knowing where to turn for help will save lives." 

"Suicide is one of the most challenging issues we face," 
Army Secretary John M. McHugh said in a statement. "In the 
Army, suicide prevention requires soldiers to look out for 
fellow soldiers. We must foster an environment that 
encourages people in need to seek help and be supported." 

President Obama signed an executive order last month to 
bolster mental-health services for veterans and military 
families. The order steps up efforts that were already 
underway . 

Among other initiatives, the executive order requires the 
VA to boost the capacity of its crisis line by 50 percent by the 
end of the year, and to make sure that no veteran in crisis has 
to wait more than 24 hours before being connected to a 
mental-health worker. 

The Senate Committee on Veterans Affairs held a hearing 
in April after an inspector general's report found that the VA 
had overstated how quickly it provided mental-health care for 
veterans. 

Some veteran advocates said they fear that reaching at-
risk veterans will remain a major challenge despite the 
government's stepped-up efforts. 
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Kristina Kaufmann, executive director of the Code of 
Support Foundation, said providing new initiatives without 
explicitly stating to service members that the military is truly 
trying to improve care may still be an issue, Reuters reported. 

Some veterans who had failed to get adequate service 
when previously requested will be harder to reach, she said. 

"There are some people who for different reasons will 
never use anything connected to the VA, so that's why I think 
it's important to provide different options," said Kaufmann, 
whose group advocates for better ties between civilians and 
military life 
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14. Adm. Harvey Set To Retire From Fleet Forces 
(NEWPORT NEWS DAILY PRESS 10 SEP 12) ... Hugh Lessig 

NAVAL STATION NORFOLK — Adm. John C. Harvey 
Jr., keeps returning to one word in describing his career as a 
Navy leader and how he views military service. 

Trust. 
The retiring head of Norfolk-based Fleet Forces 

Command brings up trust when asked about the retired Navy 
SEAL who has penned a controversial book on the raid that 
killed Osama bin Laden. Harvey said the decision to write the 
book was "really unfortunate." 

It helps him define larger issues, such as whether retired 
officers should get visibly involved in politics – Harvey 
prefers they don't – and the importance of holding current 
officers accountable to standards of behavior. 

Finally, he trusts that despite whatever budget battles lie 
ahead, the Navy isn't giving up on Hampton Roads as a base 
of operations. 

"This region," he said, "is going to be critically important 
to the Navy for the rest of the time we've got a Navy." 

The 'Old Salt' 
Harvey, who will turn 61 in December, will turn over 

command of Fleet Forces on Friday to Adm. William Gortney. 
He'll then retire from the Navy and move to Charlottesville 
with his wife, where he will serve as a guest lecturer to 
graduate students at the University of Virginia's Darden 
School of Business. 

A native of Baltimore, Harvey graduated from the U.S. 
Naval Academy in 1973 and trained in the Navy's Nuclear 
Propulsion Program. He served on a number of ships at sea, 
including the reactor officer of the aircraft carrier USS Nimitz. 

In 2009, he assumed command of U.S. Fleet Forces –once 
known as the U.S. Atlantic Fleet -- which staffs, trains and 
equips Navy forces in the Atlantic. 

In December 2011, Harvey became the 15th recipient of 
the Navy's "Old Salt" award, which recognizes the active-duty 
surface warfare officer who has the earliest qualification as an 
officer of the deck – a duty Harvey first assumed as a young 
lieutenant on the USS Bainbridge one night in 1977 when the 
captain issued his night orders, headed off to bed and told 
Harvey, "OK, you got it." 

Accountability 
During his three years at Fleet Forces, Harvey has seen a 

Navy in transition, from the emerging threat of China to a 
greater emphasis on physical fitness, healthy foods and what 
the Navy calls personal readiness. 

At an all-hands briefing Monday, he praised his staff for 
its commitment to the Navy's ongoing mission. 

"It's held up pretty good over time," he said. "That's 
because of you." 

He also lauded the Navy's response to the January 2010 
earthquake in Haiti, which he recalls as one of the fleet's finest 
hours. 

"You knew it was going to be big, and you knew it was 
going to be very, very difficult," he said. "And I knew we 
were going to be in the middle of it." 

Also during his time, the Navy disciplined a number of 
officers for a variety of reasons. The highest-profile case 
involved the USS Enterprise captain, who was relieved of his 
duty after it was revealed that he showed lewd videos to crew 
members while he served as the ship's executive officer. 

Critics accused Harvey of caving in to political 
correctness in disciplining a popular officer, Capt. Owen 
Honors. But while that case made national headlines, "at the 
heart of it, the issues were the same as the ones that didn't get 
the headlines," Harvey said. It involved a leader who didn't 
live up to standards. 

"We're not going to give way on our standards," he said. 
"We're going to hold to them." 

Maintaining those standards, he said, involves educating 
Sailors on those standards. 

"Holding the trust of the people and the trust of the force 
– why should I trust my boss if my boss isn't going to deal 
with the tough things that have to happen?" 

Sending signals 
Harvey was asked about former Virginia Beach-based 

SEAL Matt Bissonnette's book on the raid that killed bin 
Laden. Bissonnette, who appeared Sunday on "60 Minutes," 
said he wrote the book to set the record straight on exactly 
what happened. 

Harvey said he understands the hunger for information, 
but that's not the point. 

"You'd love to be able to tell that story, but you can't," he 
said. "The more that type of information becomes public, the 
more it places us at risk for the future." 

The performance of elite, secretive units is "based on an 
extraordinary level of trust between people of extraordinary 
capabilities. If you start eroding that trust, you erode that 
capability. It's extremely important." 

Harvey also cites trust as the reason he'd prefer retired 
military leaders not get involved in partisan political causes. 
The public may not differentiate between retired and active 
duty, and "it's very easy to send the impression that we have a 
politicized officer corps," he said. 

"If people think they're dealing with a Republican or 
Democrat general or admiral, rather than I'm a flag officer, 
and I play it straight, you can't keep that trust, he said. 

Return to Index 
 



 17

15. Amphib CMC Fired For ‘Alleged Misconduct’ 
(NAVY TIMES 10 SEP 12) ... Sam Fellman 

The top enlisted man on a Norfolk, Va.-based dock 
landing ship was fired Saturday for “alleged misconduct” 
during the ship’s deployment to 5th Fleet, Naval Surface 
Force Atlantic said in a Monday news release. 

Command Master Chief (AW/SW) Kelly Smith, CMC of 
the Gunston Hall, was fired by the ship’s commanding officer, 
Capt. Andrew Loiselle, SURFLANT said. 

“The relief occurred during an on-going command 
investigation into alleged inappropriate behavior,” according 

to the release. “Smith has been reassigned to Naval Surface 
Force Atlantic.” 

A permanent relief hasn’t been named, according to the 
release. 

Smith is the second of the ship’s senior leaders relieved 
since 2010, when the then-CO was fired for assault and 
maltreatment of crew members. 

A permanent relief has not yet been identified. 
The ship is in port in Manama, Bahrain. 
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MARINE CORPS: 
16. Budget Cuts Seen Squeezing Marines' Capacity, Programs 
(REUTERS 10 SEP 12) ... Andrea Shalal-Esa 

RENO, Nevada -- Across-the-board budget cuts due to 
start taking effect in January could set back the U.S. Marine 
Corps' most important procurement programs, including the F-
35 Joint Strike Fighter, and may cripple the Marines' ability to 
respond to multiple crises at once, the top Marine Corps 
general said. 

"Our ability to field a force that's relevant and capable and 
ready is going to be impacted significantly if sequestration 
hits," Marine Corps Commandant James Amos said in an 
interview on Saturday at the annual Tailhook convention of 
naval aviators in Reno, Nevada. 

"If this law actually goes into effect on January 2, I just 
want to make sure that everybody goes into it with their eyes 
open," added the four-star general and pilot who once flew the 
F-4 Phantom and F/A-18 Hornet fighter planes. 

The Marine Corps is the smallest of the U.S. military 
services, but its troops are those often sent out first. 

Amos said the Marines' stock had never been higher after 
a decade of war in Iraq and Afghanistan, and the service 
would remain critically important as the United States shifted 
its focus increasingly to the Asia-Pacific region in coming 
years. 

He insisted that he was committed to fielding "the best, 
most capable, relevant, rapidly deployable Marine Corps that 
our nation can afford" despite plans to shrink the service from 
202,000 to 182,000 active duty troops. 

He said additional budget cuts required under a process 
known as "sequestration" would hit Marine Corps 
procurement particularly hard compared with personnel costs 
such as salaries and recruiting, eventually limiting the number 
of missions that Marines could take on at the same time. 

Procurement Accounts To Take Disproportionate Hit 
The service would also have to be more creative about 

how it equips and trains troops, possibly through pooling 
equipment, instead of each unit having its own, he added. 

"My sense is that I'm not going to be allowed to go below 
182,000, so that means my procurement accounts are going to 
be hit disproportionately and my ability to reset all that 
equipment coming out of Afghanistan," Amos said. 

"The units that go will be the most trained and the most 
ready, but eventually I'll run out of capacity," he said. "The 
force that's left behind will be challenged." 

Unless U.S. lawmakers act quickly, the Pentagon is facing 
an additional $500 billion in budget cuts over the next decade, 
on top of $487 billion in cuts already slated for that time 
period. The Pentagon's chief weapons buyer told a conference 
last week that he may have to kill or cut some arms programs, 
even if Congress delays the automatic cuts. 

One big concern is that as currently written, federal law 
would require the additional budget cuts to be made across-
the-board, stripping military leaders of the ability to set their 
own priorities within budget categories. 

"I need to be able to get inside that and do all that 
internally myself," Amos said. 

The Marine Corps' biggest weapons programs include the 
short-takeoff, vertical lift version of the Lockheed Martin 
Corp F-35, which the Marines urgently need to replace its fleet 
of aging F/A-18 fighters and other aircraft, whose 
maintenance costs are skyrocketing as they get older and 
older. 

"We need the airplane because there isn't a Plan B," said 
Amos, the first Marine Corps pilot to be tapped as its top 
leader. The F-35B will replace seven different aircraft models 
now used by the Marines, saving more than $1 billion in 
operating costs over the next decade, he said. 

The Marine Corps had hoped to begin using the new F-
35B jets this year, but a series of program restructurings 
ordered by Pentagon leaders have pushed that data back by 
several years. 

Five-Year Procurement Deal For V-22s Affected 
The cuts, expected to amount to around 11 percent, could 

also delay the Marines' ability to complete fielding of their 
new tilt-rotor plane, the MV-22 Osprey built by Boeing Co 
and Bell Helicopter, a unit of Textron Inc, Amos said. 

The service is poised to sign a second five-year 
procurement agreement to buy 98 more V-22s, but it will need 
Congress to include a special exception when it passes a 
temporary funding measure later this month. Such temporary 
funding measures or continuing resolutions generally only 
allow continued work on existing programs and ban the start 
of any new programs. 

If lawmakers refuse to grant the exception, the cost per 
aircraft will go up, and the Marines will have to delay fielding 
the last couple of V-22 squadrons, Amos said. That in turn 
would mean continued operations of the CH-46 helicopters, 
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which are 44 years old and costing more to sustain every day, 
he said. 

Another big challenge will be dealing with all the vehicles 
and other equipment worn out after more than a decade of 
war. 

About 40 percent of the Marines' total equipment is now 
in Afghanistan and it all needs to come back to the United 
States for what military officials call "reset," an expensive and 
time-consuming process aimed at repairing, upgrading and in 
some cases replacing equipment. 

Decisions on the ratio of repairs to replacements are being 
closely watched by U.S. defense contractors, who are counting 

on increased orders for equipment upgrades to help offset a 
decline in new programs as budget come under increasing 
pressure. 

The Marines have already decided not to replace all 
23,000 of their workhouse Humvees, instead buying only 
5,000 of the new Joint Light Tactical Vehicles that the 
Pentagon is trying to develop, and making do with repaired 
Humvees instead. 

"A big chunk of what's coming out of Afghanistan is what 
I call good enough," Amos said. 
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17. 'Tailhook' Cleaned Up, But Top Marine Sees More Work To Stop Sex Assaults 
(REUTERS 10 SEP 12) ... Andrea Shalal-Esa 

RENO, Nevada -- Twenty-one years after it became 
synonymous with sexual assault and out-of-control fighter 
pilots, the annual Tailhook convention of U.S. Navy and 
Marine Corps aviators has been cleaned up. 

Spouses and children are welcomed at the convention 
now, and organizers keep careful tabs on bad behavior. Beer 
and liquor still flow freely in hospitality suites after the day's 
panel discussions end, but the atmosphere is a far cry from the 
drunken, raucous parties that characterized the event in the 
late 1980s through 1991, according to naval aviators who have 
been attending for years. 

While Tailhook has been fixed, the U.S. military is still 
grappling with a persistent sexual assault problem that has so 
far proven stubbornly immune to remedy. 

New scandals have broken out, most notably at Lackland 
Air Force Base in Texas, where 39 people have alleged that 
they were raped or sexually harassed by trainers. 

Pentagon figures show sexual assault cases in 2011 
virtually unchanged from the previous year at 3,192, but many 
cases still go unreported. Defense Secretary Leon Panetta has 
estimated there could be 19,000 sexual assaults each year, a 
number he said was "unacceptable." 

In an interview at Tailhook, Marine Corps Commandant 
General James Amos said it was up to military leaders to fix a 
climate in which women have been reluctant to report assaults. 

"We are going after this thing with a vengeance. I'm 
serious about it. This is important to me. This is unit readiness, 
this is combat readiness, this is morale," Amos said. 

In March, eight women, including an active-duty Marine 
and several Marine Corps veterans, filed a lawsuit saying that 
they were raped, assaulted or sexually harassed while in the 
service, and retaliated against when they complained. 

The lawsuit focuses on one of the most prestigious 
military bases in the Marine Corps, the downtown Washington 
barracks that also houses the commandant's home. 

Broad Pentagon Initiative 
The Marine effort that Amos is leading is part of a 

broader Pentagon initiative to boost prosecutions for sexual 
assaults, establish special victims' units at all the military 
services, and train new recruits within their first two weeks. 

In 1991, scandal erupted when dozens of Marine Corps 
and Navy aviators were accused of sexually assaulting 83 
women and 7 men at the Tailhook convention in Las Vegas. 

The incident, investigated by the Pentagon's Inspector 
General, effectively ended the careers of dozens of Navy and 

Marine Corps officers and focused attention on many 
challenges facing women in the military. 

Amos, then the commanding officer of a squadron in 
Beaufort, South Carolina, did not attend Tailhook in 1991, but 
said this year's event - it is now held in Reno, Nevada - is the 
polar opposite of those days, while still allowing participants 
to have fun. 

Prostitutes and strippers were common at Tailhook in that 
earlier era. This year, one local woman hired to tend bar in one 
of the suites or "admins" was asked to leave after she appeared 
to be soliciting some of the guests, according to one mid-level 
military official who asked not to be named. 

Amos faulted the military leaders in charge in 1991 for 
creating a climate that allowed the assaults to occur, and said 
he was trying to ensure a better working environment now. 

In July, Amos brought about 70 of the Marine Corps' 85 
generals to Washington to get them personally engaged in a 
new campaign against sexual assaults, which includes classes, 
interactive videos and frank discussions with military higher-
ups about what behaviors constitute sexual assault. 

"I looked every general officer in the eye ... and I said, 
'You are solely responsible for the command climate,'" Amos 
said, calling it shameful that women were afraid to report 
cases of sexual assault to higher-ups for fear of reprisals. 

"Why do they not come forward? because they don't have 
confidence in the leadership. They don't think we're going to 
do anything about it. Well, shame on us," he said. 

Ethics Training 
Amos is taking a similarly aggressive approach to ethics 

in general. He just completed his 27th speech to troops around 
the world about ethics after a series of incidents that provoked 
outrage in Afghanistan, including a video that showed Marines 
urinating on corpses. 

"It's all about ethics and reminding Marines about what's 
acceptable behavior," the four-star general told Reuters, 
adding that a very small percentage of troops were "not 
aligned with what I call a moral compass to true north." 

Amos said the number of reported sexual assaults will 
likely initially increase as victims become more confident that 
they will not face reprisals. But in the longer run, he said, he 
hoped to see the number of assaults decline. 

Navy Captain Sara Joyner, commander of the air wing 
attached to the USS Truman aircraft carrier and a member of 
the Tailhook board, said the Navy is also undertaking 
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extraordinary efforts to address sexual assaults, which are 
often linked to alcohol use. 

She said officials realized that they needed to overcome 
their discomfort and tackle sexual assault head-on, rather than 
just assuming that Sailors knew such acts were inappropriate. 

"It's up to all of us to prevent something of this nature 
from happening. It's just not good for our units or cohesion ... 
It takes away from our focus on warfighting," said Joyner, 

who described her own early experiences a female fighter pilot 
as "extremely challenging." 

Sergeant Mallory Vanderschans, who joined the Marines 
as a combat engineer at age 19 and now works as the 
commandant's photographer, said she has never encountered 
sexual harassment during her six years in the military. 

She said she had barely heard of the Tailhook scandal of 
1991 before accompanying Amos to the convention this 
weekend. "I was five when that all happened," she said. 
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SURFACE FLEET: 
18. INSURV Boss: Fleetwide ‘Turnaround in Progress' 
Inspections show steady recovery from 2009 failures 
(DEFENSE NEWS 10 SEP 12) ... Sam Fellman 

It's a question you're used to hearing in the campaign 
season: "Are you better off today than you were four years 
ago?" 

In the U.S. Navy's surface fleet's case, when it comes to 
ship maintenance, the answer is yes. Mostly. 

Surface Navy officials said the fleet has turned a corner 
after launching numerous training and readiness programs to 
counter a well documented, decade long slide in material 
standards that has threatened to shorten some ships' life spans. 

Officials said early signs of a turnaround are evidenced by 
an uptick in scores on the Navy's most rigorous ship 
inspection. 

"I would say the material condition is on the rise. It's 
getting better," said Capt. Kurt Kastner, a senior assessor who 
leads teams that assess the hull, spaces, systems and 
equipment on Naval Surface Force Atlantic ships. 

Kastner said the changes could be the result of 
maintenance initiatives or a changing attitude on the part of 
crews, adding, "I know our Sailors are hungry to learn." 

Each year, roughly a fifth of the fleet undergoes the 
Navy's toughest material inspection. The results of these 
Board of Inspection and Survey, or INSURV, visits are 
provided to Congress and function as a report card for the 
fleet's material readiness. 

On the surface, the grades have been mixed. While down 
from a spike of four failures in 2009, the number of failures 
has been fairly steady at two per year for the past two years. 
The fleet is on track to match this again, with one INSURV 
failure during the first six months of this year, according to 
figures provided by the INSURV board. 

But a fuller measure of the fleet's readiness comes from 
the equipment operating capability (EOC) checks — 
hundreds, if not thousands, of individual gear inspections — 
which show an upward swing in mission readiness, the board's 
president said. 

"I believe that there is a turn-around in progress, and I 
believe that we detect it in the EOC scores," Rear Adm. 
Robert Wray said Sept. 4. 

These EOC checks collect hundreds of thousands of data 
points from each ship, as inspectors assess systems ranging 
from main engines to life jackets. 

The main propulsion score, for example, is based on 
hundreds of checks of the ship's main propulsion systems, 
Wray said. The fleet's average main propulsion score has 
risen, year after year, from 0.74 in 2009 to 0.84 in 2012, with 
1.0 being a perfect score. 

Asked about INSURV failures, Wray revealed that one 
ship, which is forward-deployed, recently flunked the 
inspection, but declined to go into any more details. It is the 
fleet's first INSURV failure since the mine counter-measures 
ship Chief scored an unsat in June 2011. 

Asked about the ship's name and why it failed INSURV, 
Wray said, "I can't tell you that because it's classified based on 
the ship's location. As soon as the ship is re-inspected 
satisfactorily, it will become unclassified." 

Inspection Preparation 
As part of the surface fleet's new approach to readiness, 

maintenance inspections are ramping up. Experts with afloat 
training groups are teaching Sailors about gear upkeep and 
checking that the equipment is in good condition. 

Also, inspectors with the type commander will now make 
periodic visits as INSURV nears. If they see the ship isn't 
ready for the inspection — inspectors are known for 
rummaging in every nook and cranny — then they can 
recommend postponing the inspection, an unusual step that 
must be approved by the fleet commander. 

Every ship goes through INSURV once in a five-year 
span, an inspection that typically occurs every other inter-
deployment period. To maintain standards in the meantime, 
the surface fleet is instituting type commander material 
assessments that mimic INSURV, but won't be reported to 
Congress. 

They say one benefit of these inspections will be crews 
more steeped in maintenance standards. 

"It will help to maintain INSURV-like standards all the 
time," Wray said. "We have folks that are [commanding 
officers] of surface ships who have never had an INSURV in 
their whole life." 
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19. Navy Recognizes Crew Of The San Antonio 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 10 SEP 12) ... Mike Hixenbaugh 

NORFOLK -- Of all the labels that might have been used 
to describe the Navy ship San Antonio at this time two years 
ago, "award-winning" wasn't close to making the list. 

The once-troubled amphibious transport dock has come a 
long way since then. 

The ship's crew was presented with a Meritorious Unit 
Commendation at an onboard ceremony Monday at Norfolk 
Naval Station, a bit of vindication after years of setbacks. 

The award is given to any unit of the Navy that performs 
a "valorous or meritorious achievement." Only two other 
individual ships in the Atlantic Fleet have received the award 
over the past five years, said Lt. Cmdr. Bill Urban, a 
spokesman for the Navy's Atlantic Fleet Surface Force. 

The San Antonio, the first in its class, was riddled with 
problems after it was commissioned in 2006. It deployed in 
2009 but required emergency engine repairs midway through 
its cruise and extensive overhauls when it returned home. It 
spent two years in the shipyard while its mechanical and 
engineering problems were diagnosed and fixed. 

Adm. John C. Harvey Jr., head of Fleet Forces Command, 
credited the crew with the turnaround. In his final week before 
retirement, Harvey told the crew he could think of no better 
way to wrap up his tenure than to present them with the award, 
which he said "goes up to the highest levels of the Navy for 
approval." 

"We put an unfair load upon you, to be sure," Harvey 
said. "But you were the ones who had to do this, and you did." 

Harvey said the crew's hard work paved the way for 
future San Antonio-class amphibious transport docks. 

"We are building a far better LPD because of what we 
learned from you," he said, using the ship class's designation. 

There was a time when Sailors from other ships looked 
down upon Sailors on the San Antonio, said Cmdr. Neil 
Koprowski, the ship's commanding officer. 

The ship formally known as LPD 17 that seemed 
perpetually docked at Norfolk Naval Station became 
derisively known as "Building 17." 

If a Sailor told another Sailor he was on the San Antonio, 
"He would literally take a step back and say, 'Ohhh, sorry,' " 
Koprowski said. 

But now, after a series of successes that culminated in 
Monday's recognition, he said, the response has been, " 'Good 
for you. You guys have really turned it around.' " 

Ensign Todd Kniffen, who joined the San Antonio two 
years ago at the shipyard, said the extended maintenance 
period was frustrating but valuable. 

Kniffen said he and his crewmates took pride in 
surprising members of other ships by performing well during a 
large amphibious training exercise off the coast of North 
Carolina earlier this year. 

"We've demonstrated we are fully capable of doing what 
we need to do," he said. 
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20. Work Continues On U.S. Navy Mobile Landing Platform 
(DEFENSE NEWS 09 SEP 12) ... Christopher P. Cavas 

The first of the U.S. Navy’s new mobile landing platform 
(MLP) ships is structurally complete, although interior work is 
continuing at the General Dynamics National Steel and 
Shipbuilding Co. (NASSCO), San Diego. 

The final building block for the Montford Point was 
lowered into place last month, the company said. The block 
included the ship’s twin stacks and sits at the rear of the aft 
superstructure. 

The MLP is a centerpiece of the Sea Base concept, 
intended to carry vehicles, small craft, gear and supplies as 
part of a Maritime Prepositioning Force squadron. The 784-
foot-long MLP is designed to flood down to float vehicles and 
craft on and off its 164-foot-wide cargo deck, forming a “pier 
at sea,” according to NASSCO. 

Unusually for NASSCO, the Montford Point is built in a 
graving dock normally used for repairing other ships or 
building commercial product tankers. 

NASSCO usually builds its Navy ships on inclined ways, 
where they’re launched into the water by sliding downhill. 
The yard is the last major Navy shipbuilder that constructs 
vessels on sliding shipways. 

The shipyard is finishing up the last of 14 Lewis and 
Clark-class dry cargo ammunition ships for the Navy. When 
the Cesar Chavez (T-AKE 14) is delivered in late October, the 
yard’s only new construction ships will be the MLPs. Repair 
work on other ships, however, will continue to be done. 

The Montford Point is scheduled to be launched — or 
“undocked” — on Nov. 13, christened in March and delivered 
to the Navy in May. 

Fabrication of the second MLP, the John Glenn, began in 
April. The ship will be erected in the same graving dock after 
the Montford Point is floated out. 

A third ship, the Lewis B. Puller, will follow the John 
Glenn. 
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MINE WARFARE: 
21. Navy Wrestles With Mine Warfare Modernization 
(AOL DEFENSE 11 SEP 12) ... Sydney J. Freedberg Jr. 

PANAMA CITY, Florida -- Improving the Navy's long-
neglected capability to hunt mines is a top priority for the fleet 
-- but it still gets less than one percent of the Navy budget. 

"We do have a sense of urgency and I think we're 
applying as much resources as we can," said Rear Admiral 
Frank Morneau, the deputy director of the Navy' staff's 
Expeditionary Warfare Division. Starting at the top with Chief 
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of Naval Operations Jonathan Greenert -- who recently 
dispatched more minesweepers to the Gulf -- "senior 
leadership in the Navy and in the Marine Corps are deadly 
serious about focusing on this mission and trying to get it 
right," despite ever-tightening budgets, Morneau said at the 
National Defense Industrial Association's annual 
Expeditionary Warfare conference here. "I wouldn't be 
discouraged just because we're under fiscal pressure." 

The long-term standard bearer for the Navy mine-warfare 
force is the Littoral Combat Ship, but the LCS counter-mine 
"mission package" is still in development, so the existing 
inventory of MH-53E Sea Dragon helicopters and aging 
Avenger-class minesweepers must bear the brunt of rising 
tensions with Iran. "The balance is [that] with a finite amount 
of resources, we have to take care of the legacy force and get 
the LCS mission package into the fleet," said Captain Frank 
Linkous, the Navy staff's mine-warfare director under 
Morneau. Today in the Gulf, said Linkous, "the legacy force 
[is] at the tip of the spear." 

Morneau, Linkous, and the other Navy officials 
assembled for Monday afternoon's panel on mine warfare 
touted multiple new initiatives on both fronts -- but all these 
efforts have their limits: 

 Next week, Bahrain-based 5th Fleet is hosting an 
unprecedentedly large International Mine Counter-
Measures Exercise (IMCMEX) with more than 25 
nations. The Navy is still working, though, to get its 
system for sharing mine-threat data, MEDAL (Mine 
Warfare Environmental Decision Aid Library) to 
communicate fully with allied forces. 

 A type of unmanned submersible called the Mark 18 
Swordfish has been deployed to 5th Fleet to help hunt 
mines. By January, 5th Fleet will also have the 
SeaFox "neutralizer," a kind of smart torpedo that 
destroys mines from a safe distance -- although it will 
have to be launched from small boats called RHIBS 
(Rigid-Hull Inflatable Boats) rather than more robust 
vessels. 

 The existing minesweepers and helicopters are being 
upgraded with new sonar, and three Avengers are 
being outfitted with SeaFox. That said, the Avenger 
is an aging platform, approaching thirty years, and 
even if the hull could last much longer, it lacks the 
speed and helicopter-carrying capacity of the LCS. 

 The LCS mine warfare module is now in testing, with 
an operational evaluation (OPEVAL) expected in 
2014. LCS has had a host of ups and downs, 
however. Recently the Navy decided the MH-60S 
Sea Hawk helicopter that LCS carries simply lacks 
the endurance of the current MH-53s to haul mine-
detecting sonar arrays through the water, so it is 
seeking a new way to "sweep" the water for mines: 
"We have a sweep system," said Linkous, "[but 
currently] it doesn't have anything to tow it. 

 In addition to LCS, the Navy is moving towards a 
new class of small patrol craft, the Mark 6 Patrol 
Boat, whose mine-warfare functions will be tested 
out on an experimental 77-foot "Coastal Command 
Vessel" early next year. But only six of the patrol 
boats are currently planned. 

 The Navy is also experimenting with using a 
converted amphibious warfare ship, the USS Ponce, 
as an "Afloat Forward Staging Base" to support 
mine-clearing operations. Two dedicated AFSB ships 
are planned, based on the Mobile Landing Platform 
(MLP) ship design, but a mine-warfare kit for them is 
still in development. 

All told, Navy minehunters face an uphill battle, while 
would-be minelayers in Iran and elsewhere can use cheap 
technology that's easy to deploy -- or you can not deploy it at 
all: "How many mines does it take to mine a strait?" Morneau 
asked. "None. You've just got to say you did it." But 
determining whether the mines are there or not, let alone 
clearing them, is a tremendous technical challenge. 

"Mine warfare is our most complex and challenging 
mission," said Capt. John Ailes, the program manager 
overseeing development of the LCS mine warfare module and 
other mission packages. Ailes has worked on a range of high-
tech programs, including the Aegis system that detects and 
shoots down attacking planes, he said, "but all those pale in 
comparison to the complexity of distinguishing a mine against 
the [underwater] background when it doesn't put out any 
signal, it just sits there and waits." 

On the upside, "I have never had this degree of interaction 
with senior leadership as I do on a routine basis in mine 
warfare," said Ailes. "I don't think there's a four-star anywhere 
in the chain that I haven't met, usually with some degree of 
emotion" -- there was a burst of laughter from the audience -- 
"and I say that as a good thing." 
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TRAINING RANGE: 
22. Judge: Navy Can Train Near Rare Atlantic Whales 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 10 SEP 12) ... Russ Bynum 

SAVANNAH, Ga. -- The Navy can build a $100 million 
offshore range for submarine warfare training, despite 
environmentalists' fears that war games would threaten 
endangered right whales, a federal judge ruled. 

U.S. District Judge Lisa Godbey Wood ruled the Navy 
took a "hard look" before concluding risks to the rare whales 
would be minimal at the proposed training site 50 miles off the 
coast of south Georgia and north Florida. Environmentalists 
sued to block the project in 2010, saying it's too close to the 
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waters where right whales give birth to their calves each 
winter. 

The groups that sued said Monday they're weighing an 
appeal. Experts say only about 400 right whales remain, and 
each death brings the species a significant step closer to 
extinction. 

"They are critically endangered and I think deserve a 
weight beyond other species," said Sharon Young, marine 
issues director for the Humane Society of the United States, 
one of the groups that sued the Navy. "We certainly would 
never argue to undermine our national defense, but it's also 
reasonable to ask the military not to jeopardize a species that 
is just barely hanging on." 

The proposed training range would consist of 300 sensors 
connected by a web of cables on the ocean floor in an area 
covering about 500 square miles. The Navy, which has bases 
nearby in both states, would use the site to train with a mix of 
submarines, surface ships and aircraft. 

The Navy plans to begin construction as soon as 2014 and 
begin training on the site in 2018, said Jene Nissen, the range's 
program director and a retired Navy commander. He said 
further environmental studies the Navy conducted since the 
lawsuit was filed only reinforced its conclusion that right 
whales won't be at risk. 

"We understand that's the right whale's critical habitat," 
Nissen said. "We looked at the type of affects that training 
could have on right whales, and we are confident it will be 
very minimal." 

The Southern Environmental Law Center, which sued on 
behalf of a dozen conservation groups, argued construction of 
the training site and the war games themselves would put right 
whales at risk of collisions with ships, entanglement in cables 
from parachutes attached to Navy buoys and potential harm 
from sonar. 

The Navy agreed to suspend construction at the site from 
November to April, when right whales migrate to the warm 
southern Atlantic waters to give birth. Before suing, 

conservationists had also asked the Navy to halt training at the 
site during those months and to comply with offshore speed 
limits the government imposes on private and commercial 
ships. The Navy refused, saying the precautions would 
interfere with its ability to train effectively and maintain 
readiness. 

The judge wrote that the Navy considered those measures 
and "rationally rejected them." 

In her ruling Thursday, Wood also cited case law that 
says judges should give "great deference to the professional 
judgment of military authorities" on issues dealing with 
training, readiness and national security. 

Young of the Humane Society said she believes stricter 
precautions would have been imposed for a civilian project, 
such as offshore wind turbines. 

The Navy's lawyers also said ships from nearby Naval 
Station Mayport in Florida and Naval Submarine Base Kings 
Bay in Georgia routinely post lookouts to watch for whales 
during calving season. No collisions between Navy ships and 
whales have been reported since those precautions were 
implemented 15 years ago. 

Environmentalists argue even trained spotters have 
trouble seeing right whales swimming just below the ocean's 
surface. Their fears of whales swimming near the training site 
were bolstered in March 2010, when biologists recorded a 
right whale giving birth about 10 miles from the proposed 
range. 

In its environmental impact study on the project, the Navy 
consulted with the National Marine Fisheries Service and 
concluded the risks of ship strikes would be minimal based on 
computer models showing few right whales venture as far 
offshore as the training site. The Navy said parachutes being 
dropped into the water had weights that would quickly drag 
them to the bottom. And while some environmentalists argue 
that sonar can disrupt whale feeding patterns, and in extreme 
cases cause whales to beach themselves, the Navy noted that 
scientists don't fully understand how sonar affects whales. 
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AVIATION: 
23. More Problems Raised At Pentagon F-35 Fighter Review 
(REUTERS 10 SEP 12) ... Andrea Shalal-Esa 

WASHINGTON -- Senior Pentagon officials voiced 
frustration about the pace of Lockheed Martin Corp's 
development of the $396 billion F-35 Joint Strike Fighter 
program at a high-level review on Friday, according to several 
sources familiar with the program. 

Officials did not approve a comprehensive plan for 
operational testing of the F-35 program as had been expected. 

The Pentagon's Defense Acquisition Board huddled for 
more than four hours on Friday evening in a meeting 
described by one participant as "very painful" given ongoing 
challenges facing the high-tech F-35 helmet that is integral to 
the craft's weapons systems. 

Marine Corps Commandant General James Amos told 
Reuters in an interview on Saturday that he had not been 
briefed on Friday's review meeting, but said he was closely 
following work on the helmet, since its completion was 
needed to allow operational use of the new jets. 

"The helmet is a critical piece that needs to be solved," 
Amos said, noting that the Marines urgently needed the short 
takeoff, vertical landing (STOVL) version of the plane to 
replace their aging fighter jets, which include older model 
F/A-18 Hornets built by Boeing Co.. 

The Marine Corps had hoped to become the first military 
service to start using the new F-35B jets this year, but a series 
of program restructurings has pushed that date back several 
years. 

If the helmet being developed by Vision Systems 
International (VSI), a joint venture between Israel's Elbit 
Imaging and Rockwell Collins succeeds, it will be the most 
advanced ever built. 

It is supposed to let pilots see data from all the plane's 
sensors, effectively allowing the pilot to look right through the 
floor of the plane and all around it. But the project has run into 
problems with night vision, delays in displaying the data and a 
green glow at the visor's edges. 



 23

Lockheed Martin has brought in an alternate contractor, 
BAE Systems to work on a substitute helmet in case the VSI 
helmet does not meet its deadlines. Current F-35 program 
manager Navy Admiral David Venlet is meeting with BAE 
officials during a trip to Europe this week. 

Lockheed has also agreed to provide an F-35 jet for 
dedicated testing of the helmet in coming weeks, the sources 
said. "These kinds of challenges are normal in a 
developmental program," Steve O'Bryan, a Lockheed 
executive, said. 

Lockheed officials, who were not at the meeting, said on 
Monday, technological challenges facing the program were 
being addressed. 

It is not just helmet problems that are afflicting the fighter 
jet. There are also the high costs of maintaining and operating 
the aircraft as well as flaws in its software code. 

And there are problems as well with Lockheed's internal 
system designed to track the cost of the F-35 program, said the 
sources, who were not authorized to speak publicly. 

Flight Testing 
The sources said F-35 flight testing was going well, and 

initial training flights were taking place at Eglin Air Force 
Base, but Pentagon officials are increasingly frustrated that the 
technology issues were taking so long to resolve. 

"More progress is needed on the complex development 
activity," said one of the sources. "There's frustration that it's 
not happening fast enough." 

Lockheed, the Pentagon's No. 1 contractor, is developing 
and building three variants of the new F-35 fighter for the U.S. 
Air Force, Navy and Marine Corps and eight foreign countries 
that are helping to fund its development -- Britain, Australia, 
Canada, Norway, Denmark, Italy, the Netherlands and Turkey. 

Lockheed officials say the program is making progress, 
but lawmakers, like the Pentagon, are unconvinced. 

The Pentagon's director of testing and evaluation has also 
repeatedly underscored the need for more testing before the 
Air Force and Marines start training pilots. 

Pentagon spokeswoman Cheryl Irwin declined comment 
on the closed-door meeting, except to say that it was aimed at 
providing a status update and no major decisions were made. 

The Pentagon's F-35 program office also declined 
comment, but said officials were keeping a close watch on the 
program. 

"All the technical issues are known and engineering 
solutions are either in work or being developed to deliver the 
F-35 to the warfighter," said Joe DellaVedova, program 
spokesman. 

The Marine Corp's Amos said the F-35 program was 
making progress, and he did not expect huge new problems 
like the bulkhead cracks that had cropped up in recent years. 

The Pentagon's Defense Contracts Management Agency 
also gave an update on its work monitoring Lockheed's Earned 
Value Management System after announcing in June that it 
would withhold 5 percent of the price of the fifth lot of 
production planes due to continued shortcomings with the 
system. 

"We're not happy that they're not certified. However, the 
data they provide is still useful for monitoring performance on 
the program," DellaVedova said. 

Major General Christopher Bodgan, who will take over as 
program manager for the F-35 program at the end of the year, 
was slated to speak about the program at an Air Force 
Association conference on Monday. 

It will be his first major public appearance since moving 
to the F-35 program from his previous job managing the Air 
Force's new refueling tanker. 
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CONGRESS / BUDGET: 
24. House Panel Unveils 2012 Continuing Resolution With $88b For Afghanistan War 
(DEFENSE NEWS 10 SEP 12) ... John T. Bennett 

The House Appropriations Committee unveiled a stopgap 
spending measure on Sept. 10 that would continue funding the 
Pentagon at current levels, and nearly $90 billion for the 
Afghanistan war. 

If approved by both chambers, the spending measure 
would fund all federal activities through March 27. It appears 
unlikely Congress will approve most annual spending 
measures either before Election Day or during a November-
December lame duck session. 

The bill adheres to an agreement between congressional 
leaders and the White House for a government-wide $26.6 
billion cut to discretionary accounts from fiscal 2011 levels. 

The House CR would provide the Pentagon $88.5 billion 
for the war in Afghanistan and other ongoing global 
operations, according to an Appropriations Committee 
statement. 

The GOP-controlled panel also included in the measure 
language that would release “additional funding for nuclear 
weapons modernization efforts, to ensure the safety, security, 
and reliability of the nation’s nuclear stockpile.” 

Some congressional Republicans question whether the 
Obama administration is abiding by a deal on nuclear funding 
under which the White House agreed to modernize some 
existing atomic weapons. 

As the political climate in Washington in recent years has 
turned bitterly partisan, lawmakers have used the often-
loathed continuing resolutions to keep the federal government 
operating. 

The panel’s chairman, Rep. Hal Rogers, a Kentucky 
Republican, and its ranking Democrat, Rep. Norm Dicks of 
Washington state, both panned the use of CRs. 

Rogers acknowledged in a statement that “this bill 
essentially punts on the core duty of Congress to complete its 
annual appropriations and budget work.” 

“I can’t stress enough how important it is that Congress 
return to consider regular appropriations bills,” Dicks said in 
his own statement. “A continuing resolution does not provide 
the guidance federal programs need to operate effectively.” 

Pentagon officials and defense industry executives say the 
use of stopgap measures hinders their ability to properly run 
programs and make business decisions. 
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25. Defense Firms Largely Noncommittal On Warn Notices 
(DEFENSE DAILY 11 SEP 12) ... Emelie Rutherford 

Some of the nation’s largest military contractors told 
lawmakers they are struggling to determine if they should 
issue layoff warnings to employees in advance of potential 
across-the-board Pentagon budget cuts that may or may not 
start next year. A handful of the firms, though, appear poised 
to send out the notices this fall. 

Senate Armed Services Committee (SASC) members, 
including ranking Republican John McCain (R-Ariz.), had 
asked major defense firms about how so-called sequestration 
budget cuts would impact them and if they plan to issue so-
called WARN notices. The Worker Adjustment and 
Retraining Notification (WARN) Act requires a 60-day notice 
to employees of pending layoffs, and states including New 
York law require 90-day notification. 

One of the more definitive answers on the likelihood 
WARN notices, from the 13 executives who responded to the 
SASC members’ questions about sequestration, came from 
Lockheed Martin. Its Chairman and Chief Executive Officer 
(CEO) Robert Stevens, like many of his colleagues, vented 
that President Barack Obama’s administration has not issued 
specific guidance on the sequestration cuts that would allow 
his company to precisely forecast the impact on various 
aspects of its business, its locations, and its contracts. 

Still, Stevens said “our best judgment at this point” is that 
beginning in late September for New York employees and late 
October for those elsewhere in the country, “we may have to 
conditionally notify a substantially higher number of our 
employees than would actually be laid off that they may not 
have a job if sequestration takes place as planned.” He adds: 
“The notice to employees will be based on the best 
information available at that time. I do not look forward to 
sending these notifications, but in the absence of more clarity 
and certainty in how sequestration will be implemented, we 
have an obligation to tell them that their jobs are potentially at 
risk.” 

Other companies that appear to be leaning toward issuing 
WARN Act notices, in their carefully worded letters, include 
EADS North America, General Dynamics, and BAE Systems. 

Sean O’Keefe, EADS Chairman and CEO, said: “In the 
absence of definitive guidance from (the Department of 
Defense) DoD, (the Office of Management and Budget) OMB 
and the Defense Contract Management Agency, we feel 
compelled to act in the spirit of this (WARN Act) law and in 
all likelihood will issue WARN notices to those employees 
engaged in ongoing federal contract activities.” 

Jay Johnson, Chairman and CEO of General Dynamics, 
said without any “clarification” in the coming months, his 
company’s management “may conclude that considerations 
would warrant issuing a ‘conditional’ WARN Act notice in 
late October at defense business units likely to be most 
impacted by a sequestration.” 

BAE Systems is “reluctant to issue conditional WARN 
notices to a broad range of potentially affected employees,” 
President and CEO Linda Hudson said. “However, due to the 

complexity of the situation, the act itself, and legal precedent, 
we believe that unless something changes, we may have no 
choice but to eventually do so.” 

Many Democrats and Republicans in Congress oppose the 
sequestration cuts, as do Obama and Republican presidential 
nominee Mitt Romney. Lawmakers, though, have not been 
able to agree on an alternate plan to prevent them. Brought 
about by the Budget Control Act of 2011, the sequestration 
cuts would trim $500 billion from planned defense spending 
over the next decade. 

Some Republicans have encouraged defense contractors 
to issue the WARN notices, to force lawmakers to grapple 
with the potential job losses and agree on an alternate budget-
cutting plan to replace sequestration, which is slated to begin 
next January. However, to the GOP’s chagrin, Obama’s Labor 
Department said in July that contractors are not required under 
the WARN Act to issue the notices. 

McCain’s office released letters yesterday that he and the 
other SASC Republicans received from 13 military contractors 
in response to their queries sent to 15 firms on June 29. All of 
the responses express some level of frustration, or at least 
inability to accurately respond to the lawmakers’ questions, 
because of the uncertainty surrounding sequestration. 

The White House plans to send a report to Congress this 
week required by the Sequestration Transparency Act of 2012 
and is supposed to explain how specific spending accounts 
would be slashed if the sequestration cuts are not stopped. 
While the cuts are designed to be across-the-board--and trim 
same percentage from every defense program, project, and 
activity--some aspects of the Pentagon budget are exempt. 

Companies including Boeing told the SASC members 
they couldn’t give direct answers on whether they would issue 
WARN notices. 

For example, Boeing Chairman, President, and CEO Jim 
McNerney said “while sequestration would undoubtedly 
prompt the issuance of WARN Act notices across the industry, 
we are not yet in a position to accurately predict whether and 
when we would issue such notices absent specific guidance as 
to how sequestration would impact Boeing programs.” 

“Upon the receipt of such guidance from the U.S. 
government,” he said, “we would make plans to issue any 
necessary WARN Act notices.” 

Sequestration continues to be a major issue in political 
circles this week, when Congress is back in Washington after 
its August recess. The GOP-led House plans to vote later this 
week on The National Security and Job Protection Act, a 
Republican bill intended to help stop the sequestration cuts in 
2013. It also would require Obama to submit an anti-
sequestration plan to Congress by Oct. 15. 

The Romney and Obama campaigns have been trading 
barbs over their plans for the military and defense budget. 
Romney is slated to address the National Guard Association 
Convention in Reno today. 
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OUTREACH: 
26. Battle Of Lake Erie Anniversary Commemoration Held 
(ERIE TIMES NEWS 11 SEP 12) ... Sean McCracken 

Oliver Hazard Perry made his legacy 199 years ago in the 
midst of the Battle of Lake Erie on Sept. 10, 1813. 

But Monday, at the foot of his memorial in Presque Isle 
State Park, officials from the Erie Maritime Museum and the 
Flagship Niagara League sought to honor the men who didn't 
make it out of that battle and don't have a monument to show 
for it. 

Mercyhurst University history professor Allan Belovarac 
said 68 American men died in the battle, 62 of whom were 
enlisted. 

"We know their names but little else of their final 
moments," Belovarac said at the ceremony. 

While officers killed in that battle received military 
funerals and are remembered with markers and memorials, 
those men were sent off unceremoniously. 

"Their tomb was the lake itself," Belovarac said, 
describing how bodies were thrown overboard during the 
battle. 

"It's important to take a moment and remember (those 
men)," Belovarac said. 

Belovarac was joined by Greg Nosal, a rear admiral who 
is the commander of the U.S. Navy's Carrier Strike Group 2. 

Nosal said Perry's victory in the Battle of Lake Erie was a 
pivotal strategic win for the United States during the War of 
1812. 

"Because whoever controls the sea controls the land and 
commerce," he said. 

Nosal said the Navy is doing its first tour of the Great 
Lakes in 12 years to commemorate the War of 1812. 

The ceremony -- which included a cannon salute and a 
wreath being placed in the back -- was emceed by Jason 
Owen, a member of the Flagship Niagara League's board and 
Republican candidate for the state House of Representatives' 
3rd District. 

About 100 people attended the ceremony, a number Owen 
called above average. He said the Perry 200 Commemoration 
has increased local interest in the battle. 
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LEGAL: 
27. Federal Judge Considers Terrorism Threats At Navy Project 
Critics say more analysis is needed on Navy Broadway Complex, Navy says no 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 10 SEP 12) ... Roger Showley 

The $1.2 billion redevelopment of the Navy’s waterfront 
property downtown landed back in federal court Monday, as a 
judge considered critics’ concerns over the threat of terrorism. 

The government countered that the assessment has 
already been made that there are no specific threats against the 
proposed development. 

U.S. District Court Judge Jeffrey T. Miller took the matter 
under advisement but did not indicate how soon he would 
issue a ruling. 

In 2008, an earlier federal ruling required the Navy to 
hold three additional public hearings on the development, but 
they led to no changes. 

The project, known as the Manchester Pacific Gateway, is 
by developer Douglas F. Manchester under a long-term lease 
granted by the Navy in 2006 for the 14.7 acres at the foot of 
Broadway at Harbor Drive. 

Manchester, who is also publisher of U-T San Diego, 
proposes to build hotels, offices and retail in exchange for 
providing the Navy a new $165 million headquarters free of 
charge. 

The site is the home of the Navy’s regional headquarters, 
which the Navy has been trying to replace for the past 30 
years. The first buildings were erected in 1922. 

Cory Briggs, representing the Navy Broadway Complex 
Coalition of environmentalists focused on waterfront 
development, argued that a new environment assessment is 
needed because of the heightened threat of terrorism that has 
existed since the 2001 terrorist attacks in New York City and 
Washington, D.C. 

“If this thing goes forward with the new headquarters ... 
and surrounding new retail, hotel and offices, a successful 
attack would be essentially the motherlode for terrorists. They 
couldn’t do it better.” 

But Anna K. Stimmel, the Justice Department’s 
environmental trial attorney, said the Navy had already 
conducted an assessment and concluded there was no specific 
threat to the property. 

“The Navy specifically stated that buildings constructed 
at the site would use current ATFP (anti-terrorism, force 
protection) standards,” she said in her brief. 

Miller picked up on that argument by noting that the site 
is within blocks of new residential and commercial 
development and implied that terrorist threats haven’t 
increased lately as a result. 

Even if the judge rules that no further environmental 
review is required, the project still faces potential delay. The 
California Coastal Commission last year declared the project 
no longer complies with federal and state coastal standards. 

Perry Dealy, Manchester’s development consultant on the 
project, said discussions on resolving the matter are on hold 
pending the outcome of Monday’s hearing. 

“We’re going to start construction as soon as the thing is 
resolved,” he said. “We’re ready to go.” 

Dealy,who met with Manchester Friday for an update, 
said potential hotel operators and financial arrangements hinge 
on the outcome. 

“Our following effort will be intensified based on what 
the judge decides,” Dealy said. 
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28. Court-Martial Opens For Sailor Accused Of Dereliction Of Duty 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 11 SEP 12) ... Bill Sizemore 

NORFOLK -- A military jury got a graphic glimpse of the 
chaos of war Monday as the court martial of a Virginia Beach-
based Sailor got under way at Norfolk Naval Station. 

Senior Chief Petty Officer Harvey Fisher, a bomb-
disposal specialist, is charged with dereliction of duty and 
reckless endangerment in a 2009 incident in the Iraqi desert. 

Prosecutors say Fisher directed that an Iraqi detainee, who 
had surrendered to coalition forces, be used to move the 
bodies of two slain insurgents who were thought to be 
concealing explosive devices. 

While doing so, the detainee picked up an AK-47 rifle 
and began firing at U.S. and Iraqi forces. In the ensuing 
skirmish, the detainee was killed and an Iraqi army major 
wounded. 

Fisher "had a job to do, and he didn't do it," Marine Capt. 
Keaton Harrell, the lead prosecutor, told the 10-member jury 
in his opening statement. "He took a short cut." 

The result, Harrell said, was "a great and tragic irony: 
Instead of eliminating a risk, Senior Chief Fisher created a 
risk." 

Fisher's civilian defense attorney, Greg McCormack, told 
the jury that "this is going to be a difficult case." He portrayed 
his client as a model Sailor who was not in control of the 
battle space and was hampered by inadequate training. 

Fisher, 30, was a petty officer first class assigned to 
Explosive Ordnance Mobile Unit 6, based at Joint 
Expeditionary Base Little Creek, at the time of the incident. 
The Bronze Star recipient was on his third Iraq tour and has 
been promoted twice since then. 

He was the leader of a two-man team called in to disarm 
suspected explosive devices after three Iraqi insurgents took 
cover in a ditch, where they were pinned down by U.S. and 
Iraqi soldiers. 

One of the three was persuaded to come out of the ditch 
and was taken into custody. The other two began firing at 
coalition forces and were killed. 

The insurgents were thought to have been wearing suicide 
vests. 

Instead of using remote, mechanical means to move the 
bodies and disarm the explosive devices as he was trained to 
do, prosecutors say, Fisher decided to use the surviving 
insurgent. 

He yelled out, "Have the stinky remove the two stinkies," 
Fisher is alleged to have acknowledged in an interview with a 
Naval Criminal Investigative Service agent. 

The jury was shown a video clip, shot by an Iraqi soldier 
with his cellphone, in which the detainee - having been freed 
from his handcuffs - jumps into the ditch and begins to move 
the bodies. Laughter can be heard from the troops in the 
background. 

Then the detainee picks up a rifle and begins firing, and 
chaos ensues. The laughter turns to screams and cries of pain 
before the detainee is killed. 

Fisher violated the Geneva Conventions by treating the 
detainee inhumanely and endangered the lives of coalition 
troops, prosecutors say. 

McCormack, Fisher's attorney, argued that the U.S. and 
Iraqi army forces were in control of the battle space, not 
Fisher. Moreover, he said, Fisher's training had not schooled 
him in the proper treatment of detainees. 

Using detainees in such a fashion "is something they're 
trained to do," McCormack said. "It's standard operating 
procedure. It happens day in and day out." 

He called it "a massive failure of training." 
Testimony in the case is scheduled to begin this morning. 

If convicted, Fisher faces up to 2-1/2 years behind bars. 
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DETAINEES: 
29. 9th Prisoner Dies At Guantanamo; Cause Under Study 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 10 SEP 12) ... Ben Fox 

SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico — Another prisoner has died at 
the U.S. Navy base in Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, the U.S. 
military said Monday, two days after the man was apparently 
found unconscious in his cell at the isolated, high-security 
prison. 

Guards administered first aid to the prisoner before he 
was rushed to a base hospital, where he was declared dead 
"after extensive lifesaving measures had been performed," the 
U.S. military's Southern Command said in a brief statement. 

The prisoner's name and nationality were not released. 
But U.S. officials, speaking on condition of anonymity 
because they were not authorized to release his identity, said 
he was from Yemen. 

Experts have yet to determine what caused the early-
afternoon death since there were no obvious signs, said Navy 
Capt. Robert Durand, a spokesman for the prison. 

"We haven't ruled in or out anything," Durand said. 
"There is no apparent cause, natural or self-inflicted." 

The prisoner was the ninth detainee to die at the facility 
since it was opened in January 2002 to hold men suspected of 
terrorism or links to al-Qaida and the Taliban. The military has 
said two of the previous deaths were by natural causes and six 
were declared suicides. 

Former prisoner Moazzam Begg, now director of the 
advocacy group Cageprisoners, said the death underscores the 
bleak outlook for the 167 men held at Guantanamo. 

"Almost 11 years since the camp opened few people are 
concerned whether the men are imprisoned or free, whether 
they live or die," said Begg, a British citizen who was released 
in 2005. 

The latest death occurred in Camp 5, a section of the 
prison used mostly to hold prisoners who have broken 
detention center rules. 

This prisoner had recently splashed a guard with what 
military officials call a "cocktail," typically a mixture of food 
and bodily fluids, which is why he was on disciplinary status, 
Durand said. 
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He was on a hunger strike earlier this year but stopped it 
on June 1 and was at 95 percent of his ideal body weight and 
14 pounds heavier than when he came to Guantanamo, the 
spokesman said. 

Prisoners at Guantanamo include a handful charged with 
war crimes, including five accused of helping carry out the 
Sept. 11 terror attack on the U.S. More than half the 
population has been cleared for release, but the government 
says it is has been unable to find stable countries to transfer 
them to. 

Military officials have significantly improved conditions 
for detainees who don't break prison rules, such as providing 
them with classes and satellite television in a communal 
section known as Camp 6. But conditions are stark in Camp 5 
and a nearby disciplinary annex known as Camp 5 Echo. Both 
are akin to a maximum-security U.S. prison, the men spending 
much of each day enclosed in solid-walled cells. 

Wells Dixon, a lawyer who has represented a number of 
Guantanamo prisoners, said the sense of despair among 
prisoners overall seems to have worsened since the Supreme 
Court announced in June that it would not review the way 
courts were handling the men's individual challenges to their 
confinement. 

"The mood is very dark," Dixon said. "There are a lot of 
guys who are having a really hard time ... Many of them have 
lost any hope that they are ever going to be released regardless 
of their status." 

Durand, the prison spokesman, said the man who died 
Saturday had not been charged and was not designated for 
prosecution. 

A medical examiner was sent to the base to determine the 
exact cause of death, and an investigation will be conducted 
by the Naval Criminal Investigative Service, which is standard 
in the death of detainees at Guantanamo. Southern Command 
will also review the incident to determine how it occurred and 
whether any internal policies need to be addressed. 

Durand said the U.S. government was working to notify 
the man's family and his country before releasing his name 
and nationality. 

"Certainly we don't want the family finding out in the 
media before they have been notified," he said. 

A mortuary team washed and placed the body in a shroud 
in accordance with Islamic burial rites for shipment to the 
prisoner's homeland. 

The most recent death was in April 2011, when a 37-year-
old Afghan prison died in an apparent suicide. His lawyer told 
The Associated Press at the time that the man had a long-term 
mental illness and had tried to kill himself at least once before. 
Two Saudis and a Yemeni prisoner were found hanging in 
their cells in June 2006 in what the military determined was a 
coordinated suicide. 

Associated Press writer Lolita Baldor in Washington 
contributed to this report. 
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COMMENTARY: 
30. Syria’s Sectarian Infection 
As the U.S. stands by, Shiite-Sunni violence is beginning to spread across the region 
(WASHINGTON POST 11 SEP 12) ... Editorial 

For months, some Obama administration officials have 
argued that it would be unwise to supply arms to Syrian rebels 
because doing so could fuel a sectarian war that could lead to 
the empowerment of extremists and spread beyond Syria’s 
borders. The United States has consequently withheld lethal 
aid — only to watch a deepening war in which al-Qaeda and 
other jihadist groups are gaining ground, while Shiite-Sunni 
clashes have steadily escalated in Iraq and Lebanon. 

The latest twist in this downward spiral came Sunday in 
Iraq, where a wave of bombings and attacks by Sunni 
insurgents, aimed mostly at Shiite civilians, killed more than 
100 people in 10 cities. At the same time, a Baghdad court 
convicted the country’s Sunni vice president of murder and 
sentenced him in absentia to death, in what most Iraqi Sunnis 
regarded as an act of sectarian aggression by the country’s 
Shiite-led government. 

Attacks by al-Qaeda and other Sunni extremists against 
Shiites have mounted in Iraq this summer, even as Syria’s 
mostly Sunni rebels battle a regime dominated by the Alawite 
sect, which is an offshoot of Shiism. Waves of attacks on July 
23 and Aug. 16 in Baghdad and other cities killed scores. The 
offensive seems to be pushing Iraqi Prime Minister Nouri al-
Maliki, a Shiite, to join with Iran in backing the Syrian 
regime. 

After preventing Iran, at the request of the United States, 
from flying supplies through Iraqi airspace to Syria this year, 

Mr. Maliki allowed the flights to resume in July. The Obama 
administration, having failed to conclude an agreement last 
year that would have maintained a small U.S. military force in 
Iraq, now lacks the leverage to prevent this sectarian 
polarization or to help combat al-Qaeda’s resurgence. 

In Lebanon, several rounds of fighting have erupted 
between Alawites and Sunnis in the coastal city of Tripoli. 
Lebanese villages near the Syrian border, meanwhile, endure 
nearly nightly artillery barrages by the Syrian army, meant to 
prevent Sunni fighters and arms from crossing the frontier. In 
Turkey, sectarian tensions are rising between Alawites in the 
border province of Hatay and Sunni refugees from Syria — 
prompting the Turkish government to order the evacuation of 
refugees from the border region. Clashes between the Turkish 
army and Kurdish guerrillas also are increasing, encouraged in 
part by the Syrian regime’s ceding of territory to Syrian 
Kurds. 

This complicated and sometimes obscure sectarian 
bloodletting may seem unrelated to American interests — but 
it is not. If the fighting continues to spread, important U.S. 
allies, including Saudi Arabia and Turkey, could be 
destabilized; both are indirectly backing Sunni fighters. The 
fragile political order in Iraq, bought with thousands of 
American lives, could collapse. Al-Qaeda could acquire new 
recruits and sanctuaries across the region. 
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The best means of preventing this, as State Department 
Middle East experts have been pointing out for months, is to 
accelerate the downfall of the Syrian regime. There are several 
ways of doing that, short of direct military intervention: 

materiel aid to the rebels is one. Now that its refusal to take 
that step has led to the very consequences it warned of, the 
administration would be wise to reconsider. 
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31. Slick Iranian Move Puts U.S. In Precarious Place 
(WASHINGTON POST 11 SEP 12) ... Walter Pincus 

Iran made a sophisticated move in its nuclear program 
between mid-December 2011 and mid-August. It converted 
almost half its stock of its most dangerous 20 percent enriched 
uranium into a “peaceful” form that cannot be used for a 
nuclear weapon. 

At the same time, however, it sharply increased its 
manufacturing capability to produce more rapidly the same 20 
percent enriched uranium, or to go even higher to 90 percent 
weapons-grade uranium should Tehran decide to take that 
step. 

In a close reading of the latest International Atomic 
Energy Agency report, it’s clear that what is so sophisticated 
is that Iran — though still in violation of U.N. Security 
Council resolutions — can keep claiming its enrichment 
program is not for weapons. It can claim instead that the 
program is meant to provide fuel for the 45-year-old Tehran 
Research Reactor, future research or energy producing 
reactors. 

Of the 437.4 pounds of 20 percent enriched uranium 
produced through mid-August at Natanz, Iran’s primary 
enrichment facility, and Fordow, the newer plant under a 
mountain near Qom, the IAEA reported 212.3 pounds had 
been sent for conversion to fuel for the Tehran Research 
Reactor. 

Simultaneously, Iran added 1,076 centrifuges to the 
Fordow facility, which already had 1,064. Through Aug. 18, 
however, none of the newly installed centrifuges were 
connected to pipes, which meant that the IAEA had to guess 
whether they eventually will produce 20 percent enriched 
uranium or the lower 3.5 percent. That’s according to the 
Institute for Science and International Security, a nonprofit 
group that has studied the Iran program. 

One major demand of the United States and its allies is 
that Iran halt its uranium enriching program and particularly 
the 20 percent element. They also want Iran to export the 
already produced 20 percent enriched uranium. This is all in 
hopes of preventing Tehran from getting a nuclear weapon. 

Irony alert: It was the United States that in 1967 supplied 
Iran with the Tehran reactor under the Atoms for Peace 
program. At the time, the fuel, also U.S. supplied, was 93 
percent enriched uranium, which could have been used for 
weapons. 

After the 1979 Iranian revolution, when American 
Embassy employees were taken hostage, the United States 
stopped supplying fuel and the reactor was closed. In 1988, 
Argentina agreed to provide fuel for the reactor, but only after 
it was converted for enriched uranium at the 20 percent level. 
The fuel arrived in 1993 and was expected to last through 
2010. 

Beginning in 2003, the possibility that Iran was pursuing 
nuclear weapons capability led to linking Tehran’s acquisition 
of replacement 20 percent enriched uranium to the country 
dropping its own enrichment capability. Negotiations failed; 

economic sanctions were applied; but Iran continues enriching 
uranium. 

In February, Iran said it had placed new fuel rods made 
from its own 20 percent enriched uranium into the Tehran 
reactor, and two months later it claimed the reactor was 
working. 

April was important for another reason. It marked the 
restart of negotiations between Iran and the so-called P5+1 — 
Britain, France, Germany, Russia and China, plus the United 
States. Both sides laid out step-by-step processes that 
eventually would lead to a final agreement. So far, after two 
more meetings, little progress has been reported. 

Meanwhile, though less formal talks are underway 
preparing for the next P5+1 session with Iran, both Tehran and 
Washington have been publicly pressing their views. 

The Iran-hosted Non-Aligned Movement (NAM) meeting 
in August ended with a statement supporting Tehran’s 
uranium enrichment programs for peaceful electric power 
purposes and criticizing sanctions. 

The NAM attendees, however, listened to U.N. Secretary 
General Ban Ki-moon lecture the Iranians, with President 
Mahmoud Ahmedinejad present, about obeying U.N. Security 
Council resolutions. That has had some effect. For example, 
India’s Prime Minister Manmohan Singh, while supporting the 
Iranian right to enrichment, said that Tehran, as a signatory to 
the Non-Proliferation Treaty, should not develop nuclear 
weapons. 

With the U.S. presidential campaign underway, it’s clear 
that the White House could not offer any concession toward 
Iran — short of a full regime change in Tehran, that is — 
before November. A senior Obama official said last week that 
Iran using the 20 percent enriched uranium for fuel fabrication 
“will help justify its claim that it needs to produce even larger 
quantities in the future for its planned construction of four or 
five [new] light-water research reactors. 

“One day, they will make up an excuse to produce 90 
percent for sub[marine propulsion] reactor fuel or isotope 
production,” he said. 

I would not be surprised if congressional Republicans try 
to take advantage of the negotiation pause and, taking a cue 
from Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, introduce a 
resolution authorizing Obama to use force if Iran does not halt 
its uranium enrichment. 

In early October 2002, a month before that year’s 
congressional elections, there was a Republican-drafted 
resolution in the GOP-controlled House that authorized the 
use of U.S. armed forces to enforce “all relevant Security 
Council resolutions regarding Iraq.” 

After it passed the House and before the Democratic-led 
Senate voted, President Bush made supporting the resolution 
an election issue and a modified version passed. That paved 
the way for the March 2003 attack on Iraq. 

Will history repeat itself before Nov. 6? 
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32. The 'Hard Power' Deficit 
Shrinking defense budgets in the West are a warning sign for the U.S. 
(LOS ANGELES TIMES 11 SEP 12) ... Gary Schmitt 

When it comes to "hard power," the West is in steep 
decline. Virtually every nation in Europe is cutting its defense 
budget. Japan refuses to spend more than 1% of its gross 
domestic product on defense. And Australia is slashing its 
military budget, leaving it at just 1.5% of GDP, the smallest 
ratio in more than seven decades. Now add in the cuts of more 
than $800 billion in current and planned spending on U.S. 
defenses, with the prospect of nearly $500 billion more over 
the next 10 years. The result is a Western defense capability 
that is rapidly shrinking in size, has too little invested in future 
technologies and is increasingly wary of any conflict that 
would require sustained operations. 

The situation is especially dire in Europe. In the early 
1990s, NATO allies averaged 2.5% of GDP for defense 
expenditures -- not great but passable. Today, it is closer to 
1.5% -- even though, a decade ago, members had agreed to a 
2% minimum. According to NATO figures, last year only two 
countries were above that line: Britain at 2.6% and Greece at 
2.1%. No doubt Greece no longer belongs in that club. 

As Stephen Hadley, former President George W. Bush's 
national security advisor, has pointedly remarked: "Europe has 
become so enamored with soft power that it has stopped 
investing in hard power. In terms of hard security, it makes 
Europe a free rider." Strong words from someone who has 
been deeply committed to keeping transatlantic ties strong. 

Nor is the picture much better in Asia. While China has 
been increasing its defense budget by double-digit rates 
annually for two decades, Taiwan and Japan have allowed 
their defense budgets to decline or to stay essentially flat. In 
Japan's case, it's the 11th consecutive year the defense budget 
has been cut. With the world's third-largest economy, Japan's 
1% still buys a lot of capabilities, but, arguably, it isn't enough 
to keep up with China's growing military might. And although 
Australia cannot be said to have been a free rider given the 
sustained contribution it has made on the ground in Iraq and 
Afghanistan, the planned cuts to its military will mean a 
sharply reduced capacity to act as a force multiplier as the 
United States pivots to Asia. Even South Korea, which faces a 
nuclear-armed, unpredictable state on its doorstep, has not 
seen its defense burden rise above 3% of GDP for nearly 20 
years. 

Measuring defense spending as a percentage of GDP does 
not, of course, give you a perfect picture of the defense effort 
of a country because it cannot measure the quality of the 
existing force or the willingness of a country to use force. That 
said, the GDP measure does give you a generally accurate 
sense of the burden the government and its citizens are willing 
to sustain when it comes to the military and, as such, the 
priority a country gives to defense relative to other matters. 

And here, "the tale of the tape" is revealing. According to 
the European Union's accountingfrom 1995 to 2010, French 
spending on defense -- broadly defined as including the base 
defense budget, civil defense, R&D and foreign military aid -- 
had risen by 33%. At the same time, spending on the 
environment increased 143%, on housing and community 
amenities by 103%, on health by 80% and on social protection 

(old age, disability, unemployment, etc.) by 81%. In Germany, 
while defense spending declined over the last two decades, 
Berlin's spending on health increased by 81% and on social 
protection by 70%. Germany also saw an approximately 50% 
increase in other areas, such as public services, education, 
recreation and culture. As for Britain, over the same time 
frame, expenditures for the environment, health, public 
services, education and social protection have exploded -- 
each well over 100%, with health increasing by 188% and 
environmental spending almost tripling. In the meantime, 
defense spending was increasing by a little over a third. 

In short, if there is a fiscal crisis among our allies, it has 
not been brought about by an untenable level of spending on 
defense. 

As the figures indicate, spending decisions are political 
choices. The United States faces similar choices as the rise of 
entitlement benefits and healthcare begin to squeeze out other 
items, such as defense. 

Compounding the problem, at least among NATO allies, 
is the perception that they face no significant conventional 
security threat. What's missing in this focus on immediate and 
obvious threats is the role the West's militaries play in 
maintaining a largely stable world order. It is the West, with 
the U.S. in the lead, that has both kept the great power peace 
for 60 years and kept rogue states from disrupting that order in 
critical areas. It is this stability that has allowed globalization 
to flourish and, in turn, help generate unprecedented economic 
growth around the world. 

Of course, military power alone has not produced this 
prosperity. But take away the safety net the West's military 
predominance has established and everyone will be looking at, 
and planning for, a far more Hobbesian global environment. 

The good news is that this predominance does not require 
a return to Cold War-era spending levels. Yet, given the 
uncertain consequences of China's rise, continued instability in 
large parts of the Middle East and Central Asia, and a 
revanchist Putin-led Russia, it does require more than is 
currently being budgeted. As then-Secretary of Defense 
Robert M. Gates said in his farewell address to allies in 
Brussels a year ago, "This imbalance in burden sharing is not 
sustainable in a world where projecting stability is the order of 
the day." 

America's allies like to tell themselves that they can 
always spend their defense monies more efficiently, but that is 
true only up to a point. The fact is that smaller budgets almost 
always mean less capability and, implicitly, more loaded onto 
America's shoulders. Politically, this is getting more and more 
difficult to sustain in the United States. While the U.S. base 
defense budget -- minus funds for the war in Afghanistan -- 
amounts to 3.4% of GDP, current projections see it falling to 
less than 3% in the decade ahead. 

If the Polish government can mandate that its defense 
budget not slip below 1.95% of GDP, it hardly seems 
unreasonable to ask that other allies meet that standard. 
Otherwise, we are headed for a strategic train wreck, with the 
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U.S. looking for more help on the world stage and allies 
providing even less. 

Gary Schmitt is a resident scholar and the director of the 
Marilyn Ware Center for Security Studies at the American 
Enterprise Institute in Washington. 
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33. As China Muscles Into The Pacific, The U.S. Lacks A Strategy 
Beijing's navy and weapons systems are intended to push the U.S. back from the Western Pacific. 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 11 SEP 12) ... John Bolton 

China's assertive territorial claims in the East and South 
China Seas have flared intermittently over the years into 
diplomatic and even physical confrontations. Until recently, 
however, these incidents—seizures of islands, reefs or rock 
outcroppings, or naval vessels ramming one another—have 
subsided after a flurry of tactical responses. 

That pattern is changing permanently. Whoever becomes 
president in January will require a policy of sustained 
American involvement and leadership, not merely the 
watchful attitude we have long maintained. The U.S. is 
already perilously close to the point strategically where China 
will simply run the table with its claims. Potential hostilities 
are no longer hypothetical. 

Last week in Beijing, Secretary of State Hillary Clinton 
repeated the usual U.S. bromides, namely: resolving the 
region's maritime disputes peacefully through negotiation 
consistent with international-law principles regarding freedom 
of navigation. 

Foreign Minister Yang Jeichi replied bluntly that China 
was sovereign over the territories, and government media 
mouthpiece Xinhua warned the U.S. that "strategic 
miscalculations about a rising power could well lead to 
confrontations and even bloody conflicts, like the war between 
ancient Athens and Sparta. To avoid such a catastrophic 
scenario, Washington has to change its obsolete and doubt-
ridden thinking pattern and cooperate with Beijing to settle 
their differences." 

China sees these waters through a prism of increasing 
confidence based on geographical proximity; the weakness of, 
and competition among, the other territorial claimants; 
decreasing U.S. Navy capabilities due to draconian budget 
reductions; President Obama's diffidence in protecting U.S. 
interests abroad; and, for most Americans, the uninspiring 
abstractness of "freedom of the seas." 

In Washington today, these disputes appear distant, 
almost trivial, akin to Neville Chamberlain's 1938 description 
of Czechoslovakia as "a faraway country of which we know 
little." Such lassitude must give way to a strategic approach 
based on three key elements. 

First, the U.S. must decide unequivocally that Beijing's 
expansionism in the East and South China Seas is contrary to 
American national interests. There are high, tangible stakes for 
us and our Asian and Pacific friends, ranging broadly from 
Japan and South Korea to Australia and the Association of 
Southeast Asian Nations (Asean) including Indonesia, 
Malaysia, Vietnam and the Philippines. The stakes include 
undersea mineral resources and sea lanes of communication 
and trade critical to U.S. and global prosperity. 

Sweet-sounding platitudes about international law will not 
prevent Beijing's looming hegemony in these waters. While 
not every Chinese claim is illegitimate, we must prevent the 
country's sheer mass and presence from prevailing. The U.N.-
sponsored Law of the Sea Treaty—which may be passed by 

the lame-duck Congress this fall after going unratified for 
three decades—will be inconsequential, as the regional parties, 
particularly China, fully understand. This is about power and 
resolve. 

Second, we must rapidly rebuild America's Navy, without 
which any shift in strategic thinking is hollow. This is a 
maritime problem at the operational level, demanding 
adequate resources. Today we have about 285 warships at sea, 
a scarcity of vessels not seen since World War I. 

China is building its own blue-water navy for the first 
time in centuries, actively pursuing anti-access, area-denial 
tactics and weapons systems intended to push the U.S. back 
from the Western Pacific. Unless we increase the Navy's 
capabilities, or essentially abandon other ocean spaces, the 
negative direction and ultimate outcome in the waters off 
China are clear. 

America's current approach—watching while initially 
minor incidents risk escalating—puts us at a distinct 
disadvantage. Passivity will allow Beijing to prevail 
repeatedly, incident after incident, until U.S. weakness 
becomes so palpable that there is no doubt of China's across-
the-board success. 

Third, we must work diplomatically, largely behind the 
scenes, to resolve differences among the other claimants. In 
the East China Sea, Japan is the major competitor, while 
Beijing butts heads with Vietnam, the Philippines and other 
Asean members in the South China Sea. These regions are 
distinct geographically and politically, but for China both are 
part of the same strategic picture. So it must be for America. 

China's goal is to split the seams, pitting Vietnam against 
the Philippines; isolating Japan; neutralizing Taiwan, and 
otherwise sowing discord among its competitors. The more 
intra-Asean disputes we can eliminate, the greater the potential 
for a common position. This pragmatic diplomatic strategy of 
resolving non-Chinese competing claims hardly guarantees 
positive results, but it beats repeating academic mantras about 
international law. (Taiwan could also help politically by 
renouncing China's outlandish claims to disputed territories.) 

The Obama administration argues that its "pivot" from the 
Middle East to Asia, combined with Secretary Clinton's 
frequent-flier miles, will resolve these problems. Not so. 
America is a global power, with continuing interests 
everywhere. We don't pivot like a weather vane from one 
region to another, especially since it is folly to believe the 
Middle East is so tranquil that we can pay it less attention. 

America's China policy should be comprehensive, agile 
and persistent, but one fixed element must be that the 
international waters around China will not become Lake 
Beijing. 

Mr. Bolton, a senior fellow at the American Enterprise 
Institute, served as the U.S. ambassador to the United Nations 
from August 2005 until December 2006. 
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34. Strengthening U.S.-India Ties 
Cooperation Could Include Technology, Co-Production 
(DEFENSE NEWS 09 SEP 12) ... S. Amer Latiff 

U.S. Deputy Defense Secretary Ashton Carter’s visit to 
India in late July capped a two-month focus for the Pentagon 
on India that began with Defense Secretary Leon Panetta’s 
own visit in early June. 

During his trip, Carter addressed the Confederation of 
Indian Industry, where he outlined the rationale behind the 
U.S. “rebalancing” toward Asia, as well as an American 
commitment to deepen bilateral defense trade by streamlining 
technology transfers, better align U.S. foreign military sales 
with India’s procurement procedures and search for 
opportunities on co-production and co-development. 

The speech was largely focused on what the U.S. will 
commit to in the coming months to facilitate a deeper defense 
trade relationship. However, nestled toward the end of his 
speech, Carter also mentioned two key items for India to 
consider. 

The first item urged India to raise “its foreign direct 
investment (FDI) ceiling to international standards that would 
increase commercial incentives to invest here.” 

The long-running debate within India over increasing the 
rate of FDI has been rooted in Indian concerns about ceding 
majority ownership over an Indian company to a foreign 
investor. However, a high-level Indian task force on national 
security reform, chaired by a former ambassador to the U.S., 
Naresh Chandra, recently recommended in its report to the 
prime minister, “The limit of FDI in defense industries should 
be raised for partnerships both with defense PSUs (Public 
Sector Undertakings) and with private Indian companies.” 

While India zealously (and rightfully) guards its 
sovereignty, greater foreign investment offers significant 
benefits. More foreign investment would allow private Indian 
companies to gain insights into how American companies 
engage in defense production. And Indian workers building 
defense equipment to American standards and specifications 
would accrue greater knowledge of advanced manufacturing 
techniques, quality assurance and technology transfer. 

Greater Production Control 
American companies would gain from this arrangement 

since they would have greater control over production 
timelines and quality, as well as forge long-term partnerships 
with Indian companies that could eventually contribute to the 
global supply chain. 

There are concerns about whether India could use this 
know-how to become an eventual competitor in overseas 
markets, but such concerns need to be balanced against the 
benefits both sides might accrue from greater FDI limits. 

The second item in Carter’s speech offered gentle advice 
to India on offsets when he said, “offsets can be tremendously 
helpful in growing industry capability if you have the right 
companies and the right absorptive capacity.” 

There are concerns among defense industry officials that 
the Indian public sector does not have the capacity to handle 
billions of dollars in offsets. The problem is compounded by 
the lack of private industrial capacity in the defense arena, 
which makes it exceedingly difficult for foreign companies to 
find effective partners for discharging their offset obligations. 

While many companies have traditionally considered 
offsets a nuisance to their main defense sales, the offset 
requirement is not going away soon. With the coming 
downturn in U.S. and European defense spending, defense 
companies are emphasizing the international market, where 
potential buyers, including India, are increasingly demanding 
offsets as a key part of any deal. 

However, while India desires offset resources to build its 
defense industrial capacity, it would be well-served to 
seriously address the nature of the current system, perhaps by 
setting up a national commission to determine the best way to 
use offsets. With pressing needs in infrastructure (as the recent 
blackouts have shown), education and job training, India 
should consider diversifying its offsets for nondefense 
purposes. 

There are other steps both sides could take to deepen 
defense ties. A recent Center for Strategic and International 
Studies report, “U.S.-India Defense Trade: Opportunities for 
Deepening the Partnership,” offers 41 recommendations. 

In addition to FDI and offsets, both sides should develop 
an understanding of India’s future defense equipment needs. 
Having a common understanding of their defense trade 
partnership will help better channel American equipment sales 
and technology transfers to fulfill India’s defense needs. 

As the U.S. prepares to “rebalance” toward Asia, it is not 
hyperbole to assert that deeper defense trade between the U.S. 
and India could greatly improve Asian stability. Combined 
with greater co-production and co-development, larger 
amounts of American hardware in India’s inventory and 
greater people-to-people contacts could lead to an arms 
relationship beneficial for both sides, deepening yet another 
critical dimension of the U.S.-India strategic partnership. 

S. Amer Latif is a visiting fellow at the Wadhwani Chair 
for U.S.-India Policy Studies at the Center for Strategic and 
International Studies. 
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35. Attacks Still Resonate 
We must remain alert, but when security is for sale, how much can we afford? 
(NEWPORT NEWS DAILY PRESS 11 SEP 12) ... Editorial 

Eleven years ago today, al-Qaida terrorists struck U.S. 
soil, resulting in more than 3,000 deaths and shaking the 
foundations of our nation's long-held feeling of security on 
domestic soil. 

The wounds from those who lost loved ones that tragic 
day may never fully heal. The courage of the police, fire and 
rescue workers who put the safety of others before their own 
will certainly never be forgotten. 
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The events of that morning propelled the U.S. into two 
wars, contributed to an overhaul of our counterterrorism 
policies and strategies, and led to the 10-year pursuit and May 
2011 execution of al-Qaida leader Osama bin Laden. The 
message was clear: if you harm us, there will be 
consequences. 

But there were also consequences for Americans here at 
home, as we essentially signed a blank check for our 
government to invade our privacy. Since 9/11 the government 
has devoted more than $1.5 trillion in taxpayer funds on 
measures intended to keep us safer. Air travelers dress 
differently, pack differently and spend more time at the 
airport. 

In the aftermath of 9/11, many of these measures seemed 
tolerable and even prudent. There was a general feeling that 
Americans were willing to sacrifice some amount of personal 
privacy in pursuit of the larger goal of preventing another 
surprise attack. 

But bin Laden is dead now and al-Qaida has been 
weakened. U.S. counterterrorism strategies are more 
sophisticated than ever. We are in a much better position to 
intercept potential threats. 

It's time to consider dialing back some of the safety 
measures that compromise our liberties. 

The Patriot Act — its complete title is the Uniting and 
Strengthening America by Providing Appropriate Tools 
Required to Intercept and Obstruct Terrorism (USA 
PATRIOT) Act of 2001—gave the government enhanced law 
enforcement investigatory and surveillance authority over 
private individuals, in some cases without suspicion of 
wrongdoing. 

For example, the act allows for "roving John Doe" 
wiretap warrants, which require far less specificity than 
traditional searches and seizures. The government is also 
authorized to seize "any tangible thing" relevant to a terrorism 

investigation, even if there is no connection between the 
"thing" and any suspected terrorists. This is contrary to 
requirements of probable cause as enumerated in the Fourth 
Amendment to the U.S. Constitution. 

The events of 9/11 also led to the creation of the 
Department of Homeland Security, currently the third largest 
cabinet department of the Executive branch. It employs more 
than 200,000 people and its 2013 budget is $55 billion. (The 
department was consolidated to incorporate 22 formerly 
distinct agencies including Immigration and Naturalization, 
Customs, Federal Emergency Management, the Coast Guard 
and the Secret Service.) 

The ramped-up restrictions of the Transportation Security 
Administration, a sub-department of Homeland Security, has 
transformed the way we travel. Along with rules that prohibit 
carrying bottles of water and more than 3 ounces of shampoo 
onto airplanes, travelers must submit to intrusive body scans 
and pat-downs. 

These intrusions into privacy and the bureaucracies 
behind them come with a huge price tag. During the current 
fiscal crisis, it is especially appropriate for Congress to 
consider repealing some of the most overreaching provisions 
of the Patriot Act. At the very least, we should let them expire 
at their next renewal date, June 2015. 

In addition, Congress should take a scalpel to Homeland 
Security's budget; instead of automatically funding every 
program at previous levels, surely some can be scaled back or 
eliminated without compromising our emergency 
preparedness or border protection. 

The tragedy of 9/11 brought our nation together and made 
us stronger against the forces of terrorism that threatened us. 
But now that bin Laden is dead, it is time to reclaim some of 
the precious liberties we surrendered in the name of safety and 
security. 

Return to Index 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Lawmakers Agree On Spending Bill, Avoiding Shutdown 
(NEW YORK TIMES 16 DEC 11) ... Jennifer Steinhauer and Robert Pear 

WASHINGTON — Retreating from their harsh partisan sniping, and perhaps fearing public rebuke, Congressional leaders said 
Thursday that they had agreed on a large-scale spending measure to keep the government running for the next nine months. 

 
2. Congress Passes Defense Policy Bill 
(DEFENSE DAILY 16 DEC 11) ... Emelie Rutherford 

The Senate passed the Pentagon policy bill yesterday by an 86-13 vote, clearing it for President Barack Obama's signature as the 
fate of the actual defense budget legislation remained in question. 

 
3. U.S. Navy May Station Ships In Singapore, Philippines 
(REUTERS 16 DEC 11) ... Andrea Shalal-Esa and Eveline Danubrata 

WASHINGTON/SINGAPORE -- The U.S. Navy said it would station several new coastal combat ships in Singapore and perhaps 
in the Philippines in coming years, moves likely to fuel China's fears of being encircled and pressured in the South China Sea dispute. 

 
4. U.S. Formally Ends Iraq War With Little Fanfare 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 15 DEC 11) ... Lolita C. Baldor 

BAGHDAD— There was no "Mission Accomplished" banner. No victory parade down the center of this capital scarred by nearly 
nine years of war. No crowds of cheering Iraqis grateful for liberation from Saddam Hussein. 

 
5. Marines And Sailors With Combat Concussions Eligible For Purple Heart 
(SAN DIEGO UNION TRIBUNE 15 DEC 11) ... Gretel C. Kovach 

Marines and Sailors wounded in combat with mild traumatic brain injuries may be eligible in some cases for Purple Heart awards, 
the Navy Department announced Thursday. 

 
6. Drive Sober Or Get Pulled Over 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 15 DEC 11) ... April Phillips, Naval Safety Center Public Affairs 

NORFOLK -- A nationwide crackdown on impaired driving led by the Department of Transportation is timed to reduce the 
number of alcohol-related motor vehicle crashes during the holiday season. 

 
7. PPV Housing In Hampton Roads 
(YOUTUBE 15 DEC 11) ... Commander, Navy Region Mid-Atlantic Video Podcast 

Rear Adm. Tim Alexander and Command Master Chief John Fuston, Navy Region Mid-Atlantic, discusses PPV concerns in 
Hampton Roads. 

 

CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
8. USS Miami Returns From Five-Month Deployment 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 15 DEC 11) ... Lt. Cmdr. Jennifer Cragg, Commander, Submarine Group 2 Public Affairs 

GROTON, Conn. -- The families of Sailors assigned to the Los Angeles-class attack submarine USS Miami (SSN 755) received 
an early holiday gift this year when the submarine returned to Naval Submarine Base New London, Dec. 15, following a regularly 
scheduled five-month deployment. 
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9. USS Makin Island Supports 11th MEU Theater Security Cooperation Missions 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 15 DEC 11) ... USS Makin Island Public Affairs 

USS MAKIN ISLAND, At Sea -- The Navy's newest amphibious assault ship, USS Makin Island (LHD 8), played a major role in 
supporting theater security cooperation missions in the Asia-Pacific region by serving as the at-sea launching platform for U.S. Marine 
Corps forces participating in Exercise Kilat Eagle, Dec. 14. 

 
10. USS Carl Vinson Strike Group Arrives In 7th Fleet 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 16 DEC 11) ... USS Carl Vinson Public Affairs Office 

PACIFIC OCEAN – The Carl Vinson Strike Group arrived in the 7th Fleet area of operations Dec. 14 as part of their deployment 
to the Western Pacific and U.S. Central Command area of responsibility. 

 
11. USS Emory S. Land Provides Sub Maintenance 
(KUAM NEWS 16 DEC 11) ... Nick Delgado 

GUAM - The USS Emory S. Land will be on Guam for the next six months. The ship will be covering for the USS Frank Cable, 
which will be headed back to the U.S. mainland for routine maintenance. She's based out of Diego Garcia and currently has 400 
personnel including Sailors, Merchant Marines and the Military Sealift Command. 

 
12. NMCB 3 Completes Pre-Deployment Certification 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 15 DEC 11) ... Chief Mass Communication Specialist Jesse A. Sherwin III, Naval Mobile Construction 
Battalion 3 Public Affairs 

FORT HUNTER LIGGETT, Calif. (NNS) -- Seabees assigned to Naval Mobile Construction Battalion (NMCB) 3 completed 
their annual Field Training Exercise (FTX), at Fort Hunter Liggett, Calif. Dec 13. 

 
13. 'GITMO 8' Trains Sailors To Save Lives 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 15 DEC 11) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Daniel J. Meshel, USS Enterprise Public Affairs 

USS ENTERPRISE, At Sea -- The risk of injury during day-to-day operations while USS Enterprise (CVN 65) is underway in the 
Atlantic Ocean Dec. 5-14, presents a possible threat to the welfare of the crew and the success of the ship's mission. 

 
14. First MH-60S Aircrew Virtual Environmental Trainer Ready For Training 
(SOUTHERN MARYLAND BAYNET 15 DEC 11) 

The first U.S. Navy virtual reality device, the MH-60S Aircrew Virtual Environmental Trainer (AVET), located at Naval Air 
Station North Island, San Diego, Calif., is ready for training. 

 
15. Navy Simulates Jet Crash In Va. Beach 
(WAVY NBC NORFOLK 15 DEC 11) ... Leanna Caplan and Art Kohn 

VIRGINIA BEACH, Va. - On Thursday, the Navy simulated a jet crash near Old Pungo Ferry Road in Virginia Beach. 
 

GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
16. Chinese Carrier Photographed During Sea Trials 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 15 DEC 11) 

WASHINGTON - A satellite image of China's first aircraft carrier has been captured while the vessel was undergoing sea trials in 
the Yellow Sea, a U.S. company said on its website Dec. 15. 

 
17. China Worries About U.S. Military's Next Steps After Iraq Pullout 
(WASHINGTON POST 16 DEC 11) ... Keith B. Richburg 

BEIJING -- As the U.S. military on Thursday formally ended its intervention in Iraq and prepared to withdraw the last of its 
combat troops, China was watching warily and with deep concern about where those troops might go next. 

 
18. Delivery Concerns Cloud F-35 Jet Pick 
Fears U.S. deadline vow could be scuttled by production delays, impact of euro crisis 
(YOMIURI SHIMBUN 15 DEC 11) 

Although the government is set to announce its selection of the F-35 fighter jet as a successor to the Air Self-Defense Force's 
frontline jet, concern remains over whether the next-generation fighter can be delivered to Japan during fiscal 2016 as promised. 

 
19. India To Keep Watch On Chinese Naval Facility In Seychelles 
(INDO ASIAN NEWS SERVICE 15 DEC 11) 

NEW DELHI - With China planning a supply and recuperation facility in the Indian Ocean archipelago nation of Seychelles, 
India Thursday said it will 'watch' the development and how Beijing uses this arrangement in this strategically-important location. 
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20. Russian-Built, BrahMos-Fitted Frigate Set For Indian Navy Induction 
(INDO ASIAN NEWS SERVICE 16 DEC 11) ... N.C. Bipindra 

MOSCOW - Equipped with BrahMos supersonic cruise missiles, INS Teg, a Russian-built frigate for the Indian Navy, will set 
sail once its Indian crew arrives and takes over the warship from the Russian Navy, well-informed sources said here Friday. 

 
21. Nerpa Class Submarine To Reach Indian Shores By The End Of January 
(ECONOMIC TIMES (INDIA) 16 DEC 11) ... C. L. Manoj 

NEW DELHI - A day after Prime Minister Manmohan Singh ruled out the possibility of a war between China and India despite 
new tensions in the border, highly-placed official sources asserted here that the Indian assessment "is based on the posturings of 
China" as well the "possible consequences of a war.” 

 
22. SA-Moz Plan To Tackle Pirates 
(INDEPENDENT ONLINE (SOUTH AFRICA) 15 DEC 11) ... Paul Fauvet 

MAPUTO, Mozambique - The Mozambican and South African governments have signed a memorandum of understanding on 
maritime security which seeks to boost the fight against Somali pirate gangs. 

 
23. Nuclear Subs Could Replace Collins: Experts 
(CANBERRA TIMES (AUSTRALIA) 16 DEC 11) ... David Ellery 

American-built nuclear submarines and Japanese-designed conventional subs should be considered to replace the troubled 
Collins-class submarine fleet, shadow defence minister David Johnston says. 

 
24. Military To Help Out With Olympic 2012 Security 
The largest ship in the Royal Navy, HMS Ocean, is to be stationed in the Thames to provide back up for the 
Olympics, along with 13,500 members of the Armed Forces. 
(THE TELEGRAPH (UK) 15 DEC 11) ... Duncan Gardham 

The Ministry of Defence said there would be 7,500 military personnel helping with security at Olympic venues, despite a pledge 
by Scotland Yard that they would deliver a “blue games” keeping the military presence to a minimum. 

 
25. Bye-Bye Europe 
With NATO surviving on the cheap, Europeans have an elaborate scheme to share defense burdens. Can this 
really work? 
(NATIONAL JOURNAL 17 DEC 11) ... Kevin Baron 

U.S. officials for years have begged European allies to do more, pay more, and fight more for their own defense. After all, 
American troops cannot defend Europe’s ramparts forever or fight the world’s terrorists on Europe’s behalf. But for years, Europeans 
called Washington’s bluff, never fulfilling their commitments to NATO’s budget or furnishing the complement of troops promised for 
Afghanistan. Sleek-suited defense ministers and diplomats watched former Defense Secretary Robert Gates -- and now his successor, 
Leon Panetta -- plod through Brussels, increasingly agitated about the divided “two-tier alliance” of member states that fight and those 
that don’t. 

 

PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
26. BAH Gets Average 2 Percent Bump For 2012 
(NAVY TIMES 15 DEC 11) ... Andrew Tilghman 

Basic Allowance for Housing rates will rise an average 2 percent next year across the nation, but rates will drop slightly in about 
one-third of U.S. locations, according to new Defense Department data released Thursday. 

 
27. DoD Extends Schools’ Signing Deadline For Tuition Assistance 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 15 DEC 11) ... Karen Parrish 

WASHINGTON – The Defense Department today announced a 90-day deadline extension for schools seeking to participate in 
the department’s tuition assistance program. 

 
28. La. Lawmakers May Enhance Veterans’ Benefits 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 15 DEC 11) ... Melinda Deslatte 

BATON ROUGE, La. — Lawmakers are considering whether to broaden a program for permanently disabled veterans and to 
loosen rules on Louisiana’s free college tuition program so more veterans can be eligible, members of the House and Senate veterans 
affairs committees said Thursday. 

 



 4

29. Coronado Holds Safety Stand Down 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 15 DEC 11) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Spencer Mickler, Naval Base Coronado Public 
Affairs 

SAN DIEGO -- Sailors stationed aboard Naval Base Coronado (NBC) attended a holiday safety stand down briefing at the base 
theater, Dec. 14. 

 
30. DoD CIO Honors IT Professionals 
(FEDERAL TIMES 15 DEC 11) ... Nicole Johnson 

Information technology played a vital role in the Defense Department’s immediate response to the Japanese tsunami this spring. 
 

31. Therapy Dogs At Walter Reed 
(YOUTUBE 15 DEC 11) ... U.S. Navy 

Marine Sgt. Archie, a therapy dog at Walter Reed National Military Medical Center, takes us through a "day in the life" of the 
hospital's dogs. 

 
32. The Frontlines of Veteran Suicide 
(CNN 15 DEC 2011) 

Did you realize that 20% of all suicides right here in the United States are veterans? 
 

33. Southern Colorado Sailor Returns From Year Deployment 
Ahead of a homecoming for 200 Ft. Carson soldiers, a local Sailor arrived to a warm welcome at the 
Colorado Springs Airport Thursday night. 
(KKTV CBS COLORADO SPRINGS 15 DEC 11) ... David Nancarrow 

Ahead of a homecoming for 200 Ft. Carson soldiers, a local Sailor arrived to a warm welcome at the Colorado Springs Airport 
Thursday night. 

 
34. PACAF Commander Visits Naval War College 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 15 DEC 11) ... Teresa Sullivan, U.S. Naval War College Public Affairs 

NEWPORT, R.I. -- Commander, Pacific Air Forces, visited the U.S. Naval War College Dec. 15, to address students and faculty 
on leadership and joint cooperation. 

 
35. Ex-Navy Diver Gets 12 Years In Prison For Son's Death 
(HONOLULU STAR-ADVERTISER 15 DEC 11) ... Ken Kobayashi 

A former Navy diver was sentenced Wednesday to 12 years in military prison for involuntary manslaughter and assault in the 
2009 death of his 14-month-old son. 

 

FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
36. Remote Minehunting System For LCS Reaches Milestone 
(DEFENSE DAILY 16 DEC 11) 

A remote minehunting unmanned system designed to quickly find mines for the Littoral Combat Ship (LCS) recently completed a 
key reliability milestone during testing, the Navy said yesterday. 

 
37. RFP Delay Not Expected To Push Back NGEN Transition 
(DEFENSE DAILY 16 DEC 11) ... Mike McCarthy 

The Navy's delay of the release of the final request for proposals (RFP) for the successor to the Navy Marine Corps Intranet 
(NMCI) shouldn't disrupt the timeframe for transitioning to the new system, the service said. 

 
38. Panetta Orders Strategy Planners To Sign Non-Disclosures Forms 
(BLOOMBERG GOVERNMENT 16 DEC 11) ... Tony Capaccio 

U.S. Defense Secretary Leon Panetta has ordered officials preparing the military’s new strategy to sign documents promising not 
to disclose information about it. 

 
39. Marines To Small Biz: Step Up Your Game 
(NATIONAL DEFENSE 15 DEC 11) ... Eric Beidel 

FREDERICKSBURG, Va. – If small businesses want to win Marine Corps contracts in this uncertain budget climate, they will 
have to fight even harder to get noticed. 
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BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
40. Final Piece Of Puzzle Falls In Place At South Weymouth Air Base 
(QUINCY (MA) PATRIOT LEDGER 15 DEC 11) ... Jon Chesto 

BOSTON — The lead developer of the former South Weymouth Naval Air Station completed its $25 million acquisition of an 
830-acre section of the property today. 

 
41. Letter Confirms P-8 Poseidon’s Coming To Whidbey 
(WHIDBEY (WA) NEWS TIMES 15 DEC 11) 

Any doubts that the new P-8 Poseidon surveillance aircraft will be coming to Whidbey Island Naval Air Station were dispelled 
today. 

 
42. U.S. Senate OKs Budget Cut For Okinawa Marines Relocation To Guam 
(KYODO NEWS 16 DEC 11) 

WASHINGTON -- The U.S. Senate on Thursday approved the defense authorization bill for fiscal 2012 through next September 
which includes cutting the entire $150 million funding for the planned transfer of some 8,000 U.S. Marines from Okinawa Prefecture 
in Japan to Guam. 

 
43. Twelve Finalists Share More Than $1 Million In ONR STEM Challenge Funding 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 15 DEC 11) ... Dave Nystrom, Office of Naval Research 

ARLINGTON, Va. -- The Office of Naval Research (ONR) announced Dec. 15 it selected 12 winners from more than 125 entries 
in its Sponsoring Scholars in Science challenge, which was a highlight of the 2011 Naval STEM Forum. 

 
44. USS Pearl Harbor Sailors And Marines Take Part In Community Service Project 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 15 DEC 11) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Dominique Pineiro, Amphibious Squadron 5 
Public Affairs 

SIHANOUKVILLE, Cambodia -- Sailors assigned to the amphibious dock landing ship USS Pearl Harbor (LSD 52) and 
embarked Marines of the 11th Marine Expeditionary Unit (MEU) took time out of their day Dec. 15., to participate in a community 
service project at the Help the Children of Cambodia (HtCC) Goodwill Center. 

 
45. Navy Announces Third Military Housing Forum In Yorktown 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 15 DEC 11) 

YORKTOWN - The Navy has announced a third forum for residents this week to discuss concerns about mold-infested military 
housing. 

 

NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
46. Bill Would Cut Fed Workforce To Delay DoD Cuts 
(DEFENSE DAILY 16 DEC 11) ... Emelie Rutherford 

The head of the House Armed Services Committee (HASC) joined with House Republicans, including the top defense budget 
person, in calling yesterday for reducing the federal workforce to fund a one-year reprieve from planned Pentagon budget cuts. 

 
47. Deference To The Generals Be Damned 
Republicans in Congress are pushing the Pentagon to do things it would rather not do. 
(NATIONAL JOURNAL 17 DEC 11) ... Yochi J. Dreazen 

Republican presidential candidates searching for a way to criticize President Obama’s handling of national security have settled 
on a simple formulation: The commander in chief, they charge, doesn’t listen to his generals. 

 
48. Pfc. Bradley Manning To Appear In Court In WikiLeaks Case 
The Army analyst is accused of releasing classified U.S. military reports and diplomatic cables the critics say 
did harm to U.S. troops and allies. 
(LOS ANGELES TIMES 15 DEC 11) ... Brian Bennett 

WASHINGTON - When U.S. Army Pfc. Bradley Manning walks into a military court Friday in Maryland, his many supporters 
and detractors will get their first glimpse of the soft-spoken Oklahoma native since his arrest in Iraq 19 months ago. 

 
49. White House Sticks By Award To Marine Despite Controversy 
 (WASHINGTON POST 16 DEC 11) ... David Nakamura 

The White House on Thursday stood by the Defense Department's decision to award the Medal of Honor to Sgt. Dakota Meyer 
despite a report that the Marine Corps embellished some of Meyer's actions in presenting his story to the public. 
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50. Somali Pirate Leader Gets Life Sentence 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 15 DEC 11) ... Brock Vergakis 

NORFOLK, Va. — A former Somali police officer and an electrician whose job it was to bless their expedition were sentenced to 
life in prison on Thursday for their roles in the hijacking of a yacht that left all four Americans on board dead. 

 
51. House Members Introduce Cyber Bill To Protect Critical Infrastructure 
(DEFENSE DAILY 16 DEC 11) ... Calvin Biesecker 

Ten House Republicans and one Democrat yesterday introduced a bill to protect critical infrastructure in the United States from 
cyber attacks. 

 
52. Congress Urges Naming Of Warship For SD Marine 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 15 DEC 11) ... Gary Robbins 

Congress has endorsed a move by Rep. Duncan Hunter, R-Alpine, to formally ask the Navy to name a warship after Sgt. Rafael 
Peralta, a Marine who displayed heroic action during the second battle of Fallujah in Iraq. 

 
53. Latest Acceptance Rate Data Not Inflated, U.S. Naval Academy Says 
(U.S. NEWS & WORLD REPORT 15 DEC 11) ... Bob Morse 

A recent article in the Navy Times, titled "Professor says academy overstates applicants," claimed that the U.S. Naval Academy 
"is artificially inflating its number of applicants to boost its status among other colleges, according to an academy professor who based 
his accusations on the school's own documents." 

 
54. Battleship Stars Make Holiday Phone Calls To Deployed Sailors 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 15 DEC 11) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Lori D. Bent, USS Carl Vinson Public Affairs 

PACIFIC OCEAN -- Actors from the upcoming feature film "Battleship" spoke to USS Carl Vinson (CVN 70) and embarked 
Carrier Air Wing (CVW) 17 Sailors during a phone call to the Nimitz-class aircraft carrier Dec. 16. 

 

OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
55. By Choosing Arms Over Diplomacy, America Errs in Asia 
(NEW YORK TIMES 15 DEC 11) ... Stephen Glain 

Hawks on both sides of the Pacific greeted the Obama administration’s decision last month to fortify, rather than throttle back, 
America’s vast influence in East Asia as a defining moment in a looming confrontation between the United States and China. In the 
rush to militarize the world’s most important bilateral relationship, however, two questions have not been answered: Are the disputes 
that roil Asia more effectively resolved through armed might or diplomacy? If the answer is diplomacy, where is American statecraft 
when it is needed? 

 
56. China's Cyberwar 
It's time for the U.S. to confront Beijing. 
(WASHINGTON POST 16 DEC 11) ... Editorial 

China is waging a quiet, mostly invisible but massive cyberwar against the United States, aimed at stealing its most sensitive 
military and economic secrets and obtaining the ability to sabotage vital infrastructure. This is, by now, relatively well known in 
Washington, but relatively little is being done about it, considering the enormous stakes involved. 

 
57. State’s Clean Fuel Leadership Helps National Security 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 16 DEC 11) ... Elizabeth Perez 

My family has a long history of service to this country. My father served in the Army nearly 20 years, many of which were spent 
in hostile areas including Iraq during the first Gulf War. Following in my father’s footsteps and in his honor, I too chose to enlist. For 
more than eight years, I served in the United States Navy. As an aviation logistics specialist, I deployed multiple times, providing 
combat support for the U.S. and NATO forces on land and sea in the Mediterranean and Middle East. 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Lawmakers Agree On Spending Bill, Avoiding Shutdown 
(NEW YORK TIMES 16 DEC 11) ... Jennifer Steinhauer and Robert Pear 

WASHINGTON — Retreating from their harsh partisan 
sniping, and perhaps fearing public rebuke, Congressional 
leaders said Thursday that they had agreed on a large-scale 
spending measure to keep the government running for the next 
nine months. 

But an accord on extending a payroll tax holiday set to 
expire at the end of the month remained elusive, with 
Democrats weighing a possible short-term extension, setting 
the stage for another fight with Republicans over how to pay 
for it. 

On Thursday, lawmakers began to strike a conciliatory 
tone as they came together on an 11th-hour deal to keep the 
government from shutting down after Friday, with weekend 
work probably required to finish their business. 

“We’re making some progress,” said Representative 
Harold Rogers, the Kentucky Republican who leads the House 
Appropriations Committee. “I’m feeling optimistic. Things are 
looking up, and I’m looking up,” he said, opening his hands 
while looking skyward. 

The spending bill appeared to modify some policy 
measures that had drawn sharp criticism from the White 
House, including eliminating one that reinstated tough 
restrictions on travel to Cuba. 

“Congress should not and cannot go on vacation before 
they have made sure that working families aren’t seeing their 
taxes go up by $1,000 and those who are out there looking for 
work don’t see their unemployment insurance expire,” 
President Obama said Thursday as he encouraged Congress to 
reach a compromise. Administration officials said they would 
insist that the payroll tax holiday be extended to prevent 
damage to the struggling economy. 

As the Senate convened Thursday, Senator Mitch 
McConnell of Kentucky, the Republican leader, said he was 
“confident and optimistic” that Congress would be able to pass 
a huge spending measure and continue the payroll tax break 
before adjourning for the holidays. It was a departure from the 
previous day, when he asserted that Democrats “obviously 
want to have the government shut down.” 

Senator Harry Reid of Nevada, the majority leader, also 
sounded more hopeful, saying that he and Mr. McConnell 
intended to “come up with something that will get us out of 
here at a reasonable time in the next few days.” 

For weeks, Republicans and Democrats have been 
fighting over how to pay for an extension of a payroll tax 
holiday for 160 million American workers, one that will 
expire at the end of the year if Congress does not take action. 
That measure has become linked to a large spending bill that 
would keep the government financed through the rest of the 
fiscal year. 

While both sides have spent much of the week trying to 
outmaneuver one another, Thursday seemed to presage the 
second stage of what has become a familiar pattern in the 
112th Congress — the ratcheting back of Stage 1, which is 
recriminations via news conference — on the road to Stage 3: 
a final, grudging compromise. 

At a minimum, the Senate, which has until Dec. 31 to act 
on the payroll tax before it reverts to a higher level, will seek a 

two-month stopgap extension of the payroll tax holiday, 
unemployment insurance and Medicare payment rates for 
doctors, at a cost of an estimated $40 billion. Senate leaders 
were still hoping to reach a deal on a longer-term plan. 

While Democrats have dropped their idea of imposing a 
surtax on income over $1 million, they are now considering a 
plan that would find savings in other ways, including fees on 
the federal housing finance agencies, and could seek to end 
certain deductions and other tax benefits for millionaires. 

Staff members on both sides began poring through the 
800-page spending bill, preparing for a vote as early as Friday, 
though the entire process is expected to bleed into the 
weekend. Republican leaders in the House said there would be 
a meeting Friday morning with their members to discuss the 
plan. 

The White House declined to allow Democrats to sign off 
on the bill until restrictions on travel to Cuba were removed. 
Representative José E. Serrano, Democrat of New York and a 
senior member of the House Appropriations Committee, said 
the proposed restrictions had been “the one last sticking point” 
in negotiations on the omnibus spending bill. Republicans 
wanted to reinstate restrictions on travel to Cuba and 
remittances from the United States. Since President Obama 
relaxed the restrictions in 2009, Cuba has seen a surge in 
visitors and remittances. 

House Republicans, including Representative Mario Diaz-
Balart of Florida, sought the tougher restrictions, saying that 
tourist travel and remittances yielded a windfall to the Cuban 
government. 

But in Miami, many Cuban-Americans rejected that 
argument, saying that in fact, the restrictions would have 
dampened a budding opposition movement on the island. 
Cubans, particularly the young, have been emboldened by the 
visits and the shipment of goods, including laptops, 
cellphones, computer memory devices and other items that 
allow Cubans to run small private businesses. These 
businesses are now permitted by the Cuban government. 

“It would be a tremendous, tremendous setback,” said 
Pepe Hernandez, the president of the Cuban American 
National Foundation, which provides support to the anti-
Castro movement in Cuba. 

Speaker John A. Boehner also appeared to change his 
tone on Thursday, saying that a solution to the deadlock on 
spending was in sight. “There’s no need to shut down the 
government,” Mr. Boehner said at a news conference. 

While Mr. Reid initially refused to allow a vote on the 
spending bill before one on the payroll tax holiday extension, 
the two appeared to become delinked Thursday, as each party 
sought to avoid the government shutdown that would have 
occurred without the spending bill passage, while a payroll tax 
bill could be worked out over the next few days, or even 
weeks. 

Senator Dianne Feinstein, Democrat of California and a 
member of the Senate Appropriations Committee, helped 
write the omnibus spending bill and said she would support it 
even if Congress had not finished work on the payroll tax 
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measure. “Anybody who walks away is very foolish,” Mrs. 
Feinstein said. 

A short-term spending measure could be needed, even for 
a day or two, to keep the government running while 
lawmakers debated the measure. 

 
Return to Index 
 

2. Congress Passes Defense Policy Bill 
(DEFENSE DAILY 16 DEC 11) ... Emelie Rutherford 

The Senate passed the Pentagon policy bill yesterday by 
an 86-13 vote, clearing it for President Barack Obama's 
signature as the fate of the actual defense budget legislation 
remained in question. 

The near-final versions of the defense authorization and 
appropriations bills for fiscal year 2012 contain similar 
funding for many weapon systems. Those include the F-35 
Joint Strike Fighter, with both pieces of legislation calling for 
cutting one aircraft, and the Joint Light Tactical Vehicle 
(JLTV) effort, a once-disputed program the bills will keep 
alive. 

The all-important budget-setting FY '12 appropriations 
bill, though, had not been voted on by either chamber of 
Congress as of the end of the day yesterday. A temporary 
Pentagon budget expires tonight at midnight. 

House Republican leaders introduced around midnight 
Wednesday a massive $1 trillion government-funding package 
that includes a $518 billion defense appropriations bill, which 
is worth $5 billion more than the FY '11 version. 

Details within the defense measure were finalized last 
week, behind closed doors. While the $1 trillion omnibus bill 
is largely supported in Congress, it has been delayed as House 
Republicans and Senate Democrats fight over separate 
payroll-tax legislation. 

House Speaker John Boehner (R-Ohio) said yesterday he 
expects the House to pass the omnibus today and send it to the 
Democrat-led Senate for final approval, which it may not 
grant. 

If it or a similar bill doesn't clear Congress midnight, 
lawmakers could pass another continuing resolution (CR) 
temporary covering the Pentagon and other agencies to avoid a 
government shutdown. Much of the federal budget has been 
covered by CRs since FY '12 began Oct. 1. 

As the appropriations machinations took place yesterday, 
largely in private, the full Senate debated and passed the FY 
'12 defense authorization legislation. 

The White House backed down Wednesday on its threat 
to veto the Pentagon authorization bill, after which the House 
passed the measure via a 283-136 vote. The Obama 
administration was concerned about military-detainee 
language in the bill, but relented after House and Senate 
negotiators modified it (Defense Daily, Dec. 15). 

For Lockheed Martin’s F-35, the defense bill trims the 
authorization for Pentagon's proposal for 32 aircraft to 31, 
cutting the $9.7 billion request by $384 million. That funding 
is the same in the appropriations legislation, according to 
aides. The authorization measure also says contracts for 
forthcoming lots of F-35s, staring with lot 6, must be fixed-
price and require the contractor pay all cost overruns. 

For the Medium Air Extended Defense System 
(MEADS), the policy bill cuts the authorized funding, from 
$407 million requested to $390 million, and fences 75 percent 

of FY '12 funding until the defense secretary reports on plans 
to either terminate or restructure the program. 

The United States had planned to cancel its involvement 
in three-nation program, spurring debate over high contract 
termination fees associated with the system developed by 
MEADS International, which includes Lockheed Martin. 

The final authorization bill tweaks requested funding or 
plans for a number of weapons programs including Littoral 
Combat Ships, Abrams tanks, Stryker vehicles, F/A-18 E/F 
Super Hornets, V-22 tilt-rotor aircraft, UH-1Y/AH-1Z 
helicopters, the Army's future Ground Combat Vehicle, and 
Marine Corps amphibious vehicles. 

For the Army-Marine Corps JLTV development effort, 
the authorization legislation trims the authorization for 
Pentagon's $222 million request by $88 million because of 
delays. 

The corresponding defense appropriations bill funds the 
JLTV, according to aides. The Senate Appropriations 
Committee tried to cancel the JLTV in September, pointing to 
delays and rising costs with the program for which three 
industry teams have built prototypes. Army and Marine Corps 
officials fought to save the vehicle, though, touting new 
requirements and cost-savings they agreed to in recent months. 

The policy-setting legislation also includes multiple 
provisions intended to prevent counterfeit electronic parts, 
which often originate in China, from entering the defense 
supply chain. 

As the Senate prepared to debate the defense 
authorization bill mid-day yesterday, Senate Armed Services 
Committee (SASC) Ranking Member John McCain (R-Ariz.) 
delivered a lengthy floor speech blasting the "military-
industrial-congressional complex." He criticized congressional 
earmarks, the "revolving door" between the Pentagon and 
defense industry, and the manner in which the Pentagon buys 
the largest weapon systems. 

He argued the "military-industrial-congressional 
complex" helps create "programs that are so fundamentally 
unsound that they are doomed to be poorly executed" and 
keeps them alive "long after they should have been ended or 
restructured." 

He cited past and present qualms with a number of 
programs, including the Air Force tanker, the F-35, the now-
canceled Expeditionary Fighting Vehicle, and V-22, Space-
Based Infrared System High efforts. 

The authorization bill calls for a $530 billion base defense 
budget, $23 billion less than the administration's initial 
combined $553 billion request for the Pentagon and military 
construction, which it submitted to Congress in February. The 
authorization measure also reduces the White House's war-
funding request from $117.8 billion to $16.9 billion. 

The appropriations legislation, meanwhile, includes a 
$518 billion base defense budget, not including military-
construction funding, or $21 billion less than the $539 billion 
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in comparable funding the administration proposed in 
February. 

Following the passage of the Budget Control Act in 
August, the White House said it supported a defense budget of 
$513 billion, without factoring in military construction. 
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3. U.S. Navy May Station Ships In Singapore, Philippines 
(REUTERS 16 DEC 11) ... Andrea Shalal-Esa and Eveline Danubrata 

WASHINGTON/SINGAPORE -- The U.S. Navy said it 
would station several new coastal combat ships in Singapore 
and perhaps in the Philippines in coming years, moves likely 
to fuel China's fears of being encircled and pressured in the 
South China Sea dispute. 

Regional defense analysts said the ships were small, but 
agreed the symbolism of the moves, which come after 
Washington announced it was increasing its engagement in 
Asia, would upset Beijing. 

Last month the United States and Australia announced 
plans to deepen the U.S. military presence in the Asia-Pacific 
region, with 2,500 U.S. Marines operating out of a de facto 
base in Darwin in northern Australia. 

In coming years, the U.S. Navy will increasingly focus on 
the strategic "maritime crossroads" of the Asia-Pacific region, 
Chief of Naval Operations Admiral Jonathan Greenert wrote 
in the December issue of Proceedings, published by the U.S. 
Naval Institute. 

He said the navy planned to "station several of our newest 
littoral combat ships at Singapore's naval facility," in addition 
to the plans announced by President Barack Obama for 
marines to be based in Darwin from next year. 

"This will help the navy sustain its global forward posture 
with what may be a smaller number of ships and aircraft than 
today," he wrote. 

Littoral combat ships are shallow draft vessels that 
operate in coastal waters and can counter coastal mines, quiet 
diesel submarines and small, fast, armed boats. 

"If we put this into context, it's a fairly small scale of 
deployment and the combat ships are relatively small vessels," 
said Euan Graham, senior fellow in the Maritime Security 
Program at Singapore's S. Rajaratnam School of International 
Studies. 

"Encirclement is a phrase that does come up in Chinese 
debate about the U.S. strategy. They won't be happy about it, 
but there's nothing much that they can do to stop it." 

Greenert wrote the ships would focus on the South China 
Sea, conducting operations to counter piracy and trafficking, 
both of which are endemic in the area. 

"Similarly, 2025 may see P-8A Poseidon aircraft or 
unmanned broad area maritime surveillance aerial vehicles 
periodically deploy to the Philippines or Thailand to help 
those nations with maritime domain awareness." 

One source briefed on navy plans said there has also been 
discussion about stationing ships in the Philippines. 

The disputed ownership of the oil-rich reefs and islands in 
the South China Sea is one of the biggest security threats in 
Asia. The sea is claimed wholly or in part by China, Taiwan, 
the Philippines, Malaysia, Vietnam and Brunei. 

The shortest route between the Pacific and Indian Oceans, 
it has some of the world's busiest shipping lanes. More than 
half the globe's oil tanker traffic passes through it. 

Obama told Chinese Premier Wen Jiabao at a regional 
summit in November that the United States wanted to ensure 
the sea lanes were kept open and peaceful. Wen was described 
by U.S. officials as being "grouchy" later at the summit, when 
other Asian countries aligned with Washington. 

The Chinese premier said "outside forces" had no excuse 
to get involved in the complex maritime dispute, a veiled 
warning to the United States and other countries to keep out of 
the sensitive issue. 

"A modest marine presence in Australia - 2,500 marines 
is not a large offensive force by any means - and ships in 
Singapore do not mean it's all about China," Paul Dibb, the 
head of the Strategic and Defense Studies Centre at the 
Australian National University, told Reuters. 

"But having said that, China is being increasingly 
assertive on the high seas. So while I don't see the U.S. as 
encircling China, it would be silly to say China wasn't part of 
it." 

These developments on the littoral combat ships (LCS) 
are being closely watched by Lockheed Martin Corp, 
Australia's Austal, General Dynamics Corp and other arms 
makers that are building two models of the new warships for 
the U.S. Navy, and hope to sell them to other countries in 
coming years. 

"Because we will probably not be able to sustain the 
financial and diplomatic cost of new main operating bases 
abroad, the fleet of 2025 will rely more on host-nation ports 
and other facilities where our ships, aircraft, and crews can 
refuel, rest, resupply, and repair while deployed," Greenert 
wrote in the naval magazine. 

Ernie Bower, who is with the Center for Strategic and 
International Studies, said the emerging strategy for Southeast 
Asia would be far different from the big U.S. bases established 
in Japan and South Korea in the past. 

"We're exploring a new arrangement with a smaller 
footprint, that is mission-specific, and culturally and 
politically more palatable to countries," he said, adding it 
would be difficult for Washington to drum up much political 
support for big bases in the region. Forward-stationing versus 
permanent bases would also save the navy money, he said. 

Greenert did not provide a timetable for the LCS 
stationing in Singapore. 

In the Philippines, a U.S. ally that has clashed several 
times with China over the South China Sea dispute, the moves 
were welcomed. 

"We're together in Asia Pacific and we face common 
security challenges," said defense spokesman Peter Paul 
Galvez. 

"We see several security challenges where we actually 
need inter-operability and interplay exercises including 
disasters, threats of terrorism, freedom of navigation, piracy 
and human trafficking. We cannot deny that we need their 
assistance in that aspect." 

Return to Index 
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4. U.S. Formally Ends Iraq War With Little Fanfare 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 15 DEC 11) ... Lolita C. Baldor 

BAGHDAD— There was no "Mission Accomplished" 
banner. No victory parade down the center of this capital 
scarred by nearly nine years of war. No crowds of cheering 
Iraqis grateful for liberation from Saddam Hussein. 

It took the U.S. military just 45 minutes Thursday to 
declare an end to its war in Iraq with a businesslike closing 
ceremony behind concrete blast walls in a fortified compound 
at Baghdad International Airport. The flag used by U.S. forces 
in Iraq was lowered and boxed up. On the chairs — nearly 
empty of Iraqis — were tags that listed not only the name of 
the assigned VIP, but the bunker to rush to in case of an 
attack. 

With that, and brief words from top U.S. officials who 
flew in under tight security, the U.S. drew the curtain on a war 
that killed 4,487 Americans, by the Pentagon's count, and 
more than 100,000 Iraqis. 

The conflict also left another 32,000 Americans and far 
more Iraqis wounded, drained more than $800 billion from the 
U.S. treasury and diverted resources from Afghanistan, where 
the Taliban and al-Qaida rebounded after their defeat in the 
2001 invasion. 

"To be sure the cost was high — in blood and treasure of 
the United States and also the Iraqi people," Defense Secretary 
Leon Panetta told the roughly 200 troops and others in 
attendance. "Those lives have not been lost in vain. They gave 
birth to an independent, free and sovereign Iraq." 

Many Iraqis, who saw their country devastated through 
years of fighting, disputed that. 

"With this withdrawal, the Americans are leaving behind 
a destroyed country," said Mariam Khazim, a member of the 
Shiite Muslim sect that has dominated politics since the end of 
Saddam's Sunni-led regime. 

"The Americans did not leave modern schools or big 
factories behind them," said Khazim, whose father was killed 
when a mortar shell struck his home in Sadr City. "Instead, 
they left thousands of widows and orphans. The Americans 
did not leave a free people and country behind them. In fact, 
they left a ruined country and a divided nation." 

The low-key ceremony stood in sharp contrast to the start 
of the war, which began before dawn on March 20, 2003, with 
a "shock and awe" airstrike in southern Baghdad where 
Saddam was believed to be hiding. U.S. and allied ground 
forces then stormed across the featureless Kuwaiti desert, 
accompanied by reporters, photographers and television crews 
embedded with the troops. 

Now, the final few thousand U.S. troops will head out in 
orderly caravans and tightly scheduled flights, leaving behind 
a nation free of Saddam's tyranny but fractured by violence 
and fearful of the future. Bombings and gun battles still occur 
almost daily. Experts are concerned about the Iraqi security 
forces' ability to defend the nation against foreign threats. 

U.S.-Iraqi ties are no doubt closer than they were during 
much of Saddam's rule but are still short of what Washington 
once envisioned. Iranian influence is on the rise. One of the 
few positive developments from the American viewpoint — a 
democratic toehold — is far from secure. 

"You will leave with great pride — lasting pride," Panetta 
told the troops seated in front of a small domed building in the 

airport complex. "Secure in knowing that your sacrifice has 
helped the Iraqi people to begin a new chapter in history." 

Many Iraqis, however, are uncertain how that chapter will 
unfold. Their relief at the end of Saddam, who was hanged on 
Dec. 30, 2006, was tempered by a long and vicious war that 
was launched to find nonexistent weapons of mass destruction 
and plunged the nation into a bloodbath between rival Muslim 
sects. 

An insurgency that rose up within months of the April 
2003 fall of Baghdad scuttled reconstruction plans and forced 
the Americans to keep up to 170,000 troops in Iraq years after 
Saddam was captured. 

Iraq nowadays is far quieter than at the height of the war, 
but with an uneasy peace achieved through intimidation and 
bloodshed. The number of Iraqi neighborhoods in which 
members of the two Muslim sects live side by side and 
intermarry has dwindled. 

The forced segregation, fueled by extremists from both 
communities, has fundamentally changed the character of the 
country. And it raises questions about whether the Iraqis can 
heal the wounds of the sectarian massacres after the 
Americans leave. 

Some Baghdad neighborhoods, such as Hurriyah, are still 
guarded by thick blast walls and security checkpoints. 
Widespread corruption, bureaucratic hurdles and electricity 
shortages continue to stifle Iraq's economy. 

It was hard to find an Iraqi on Thursday who did not 
celebrate the exit of what they called American occupiers, 
neither invited nor welcome in a proud country whose capital, 
Baghdad, was once among the world's great centers of culture 
and learning. 

Some said that while grateful for U.S. help ousting 
Saddam, the war went on too long. A majority of Americans 
would agree, according to opinion polls, though many initially 
supported the war as a just extension of the fight against 
terrorism after the 9/11 attacks. 

One of the many ironies of the war is that Saddam had not 
tolerated al-Qaida, which planned and carried out the attacks. 
With Saddam gone and the country in chaos, al-Qaida in Iraq 
became the terror movement's largest and most dangerous 
franchise, attracting fighters from North Africa to Asia for a 
war that lingers on through suicide bombings and 
assassinations, albeit at a lower intensity. 

The ceremony at Baghdad's airport also featured remarks 
from Army Gen. Martin Dempsey, the chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff who served two tours in Iraq, and Gen. Lloyd 
Austin, the top U.S. commander in Iraq. 

Austin led the massive logistical challenge of shuttering 
hundreds of bases and combat outposts, and methodically 
moving more than 50,000 U.S. troops and their equipment out 
of Iraq over the last year — while still conducting training, 
security assistance and counterterrorism battles. 

As of Thursday, there were two U.S. bases and about 
4,000 U.S. troops in Iraq — a dramatic drop from the roughly 
500 military installations during the surge ordered by 
President George W. Bush in 2007. All U.S. troops are slated 
to be out by the end of the year. 
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President Barack Obama had no comment on Thursday's 
ceremony but told soldiers at Fort Bragg in North Carolina 
this week that the "war in Iraq will soon belong to history, and 
your service belongs to the ages." 

Despite Obama's earlier contention that all American 
troops would be home for Christmas, at least 4,000 forces will 
remain in Kuwait for some months. The troops could be used 
as a quick reaction force if needed. 

The U.S. will leave behind thousands of diplomats and 
security contractors. 

"We will have to be working closely with the Iraqis to 
ensure the security of our civilians," Secretary of State Hillary 
Clinton said in a statement. 

Still, the disappearance of uniformed troops marked a 
defining moment in Iraq's history. 

"It is a great achievement for the Iraqi people," said 
Hayder al-Abadi, a Shiite lawmaker in Prime Minister Nouri 
al-Maliki's coalition. "Iraqi politicians have made their way 
and have made the independence and sovereignty a reality 
here. The Americans have committed a lot of mistakes in Iraq 
and they failed to protect the country." 
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5. Marines And Sailors With Combat Concussions Eligible For Purple Heart 
(SAN DIEGO UNION TRIBUNE 15 DEC 11) ... Gretel C. Kovach 

Marines and Sailors wounded in combat with mild 
traumatic brain injuries may be eligible in some cases for 
Purple Heart awards, the Navy Department announced 
Thursday. 

Navy Department officials said they updated standards for 
the medal in light of advances in diagnosis and treatment of 
the brain injuries, which are commonly caused by explosions 
from homemade insurgent bombs. 

"In light of recent research, military neurologists have 
discovered the scope of mild traumatic brain injuries is wider 
than previously thought," said Navy Secretary Ray Mabus. 
"Wounds suffered while defending our nation, whether seen or 
unseen, deserve our utmost gratitude and respect." 

The concussion must have been caused by hostile enemy 
action, as required by historical standards of the Purple Heart 
award. 

"If they suffered a loss of consciousness, or had to be 
given the disposition of 'not fit for full duty' by a medical 
officer for a period greater than 48 hours after a concussive 
event, they may qualify for the Purple Heart," said Jim Nierle, 
president of the Navy Department Board of Decorations and 
Medals. 

More about Purple Heart award standards and procedures 
is included in ALNAV 079/11. 
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6. Drive Sober Or Get Pulled Over 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 15 DEC 11) ... April Phillips, Naval Safety Center Public Affairs 

NORFOLK -- A nationwide crackdown on impaired 
driving led by the Department of Transportation is timed to 
reduce the number of alcohol-related motor vehicle crashes 
during the holiday season. 

The campaign, known as "Drive Sober or Get Pulled 
Over," will run through Jan. 2 and will involve thousands of 
law enforcement officers across the country. 

Nationwide there has been a reduction in alcohol-related 
crashes and fatalities. This positive trend is also evident in the 
Navy, where alcohol-related incidents have been declining for 
several years. 

Nonetheless, the National Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration (NHTSA) reports that 10,228 people were 
killed by drunk drivers in 2010, including 415 during the 
second half of December alone. 

The campaign's timing is purposeful. There are many 
opportunities for Sailors to over imbibe during the holiday 
season. 

"It could be the result of family get-togethers or command 
parties," said Dan Dray, a traffic safety specialist at the Naval 
Safety Center. "Either way, it's important to plan for a safe 
ride home." 

He also said that it's important to make that plan before 
taking the first sip of alcohol. The best of intentions can fall 
apart as alcohol impairs judgment. 

"Young service members may be at increased risk for 
driving impaired," Dray said. "Many are away from home for 
the first time and may be unaware of their personal alcohol 
limits." 

"We know that the young Sailors are going to go out and 
have fun, but the biggest asset they have in terms of safety is 
their peers. Everyone carries a cell phone these days, so if 
you've had too much to drink, call a friend to come pick you 
up or take advantage of the safe ride programs that many ships 
offer," Dray said. 

These safe ride programs are usually sponsored by a 
command's Morale, Welfare and Recreation department. They 
involve "no questions asked" rides back to the ship and Dray 
said there is no punishment for using the service. 

"The only thing is you'll be asked to pay the taxi bill 
later," he said. "It's a lot cheaper than the fines, lawyer bills, 
community service, and career ramifications that come with a 
DUI charge." 

Drunk driving doesn't just affect one Sailor and his or her 
career. The ramifications ripple through the unit and the 
surrounding community. 

"When a shipmate is lost, it's not just a military member," 
said Bonnie Revell, also a traffic safety specialist. "That 
person is also a father, mother, brother, sister, son or 
daughter." 

Revell has also talked to members of Mothers Against 
Drunk Driving, and said she's seen the anguish in the faces of 
those who have lost children as a result of an intoxicated 
driver. 

"The heartbreak is intense. Knowing they will never hear 
'I love you' again, or that they will never have grandchildren 
because they lost their only child. It's just devastating," she 
said. 
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She said that Sailors who are pulled over for DUI during 
the "Drive Sober or Get Pulled Over" campaign are actually 
the lucky ones. While they may face severe personal and 
professional ramifications, those are mild in comparison to 

what could have happened - a crash killing themselves or an 
innocent motorist. 

For more information about "Drive Sober or Get Pulled 
Over, visit www.nhtsa.gov, and for resources to combat a 
DUI, visit www.public.navy.mil/NAVSAFECEN. 

Return to Index 
 

7. PPV Housing In Hampton Roads 
(YOUTUBE 15 DEC 11) ... Commander, Navy Region Mid-Atlantic Video Podcast 

Rear Adm. Tim Alexander and Command Master Chief 
John Fuston, Navy Region Mid-Atlantic, discusses PPV 
concerns in Hampton Roads. 

“I want to make it clear the safety and health of our Navy 
families is a top priority,” said Rear Adm. Alexander. “We 
take our responsibilities seriously in that regard.” 

Rear Adm. Alexander recommended two steps: 

 1st Resource: Always Go To Your Community 
Management Teams 

 2nd Resource: Contact Navy Family Housing 
Personnel 

Master Chief Fuston also recommended that at any point 
in the process you feel mistreated, you should contact your 
chain of command or ombudsman. 

The video podcast also includes listings of relevant 
contact information for housing authorities in and around 
Hampton Roads. 

View Clip (RT: 4:16) 
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CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
8. USS Miami Returns From Five-Month Deployment 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 15 DEC 11) ... Lt. Cmdr. Jennifer Cragg, Commander, Submarine Group 2 Public Affairs 

GROTON, Conn. -- The families of Sailors assigned to 
the Los Angeles-class attack submarine USS Miami (SSN 
755) received an early holiday gift this year when the 
submarine returned to Naval Submarine Base New London, 
Dec. 15, following a regularly scheduled five-month 
deployment. 

Miami, which departed for deployment July 14, 
conducted maritime security operations and theater security 
cooperation efforts in the U.S. 6th Fleet area of responsibility. 

Commanded by Cmdr. Roger Meyer, Miami visited ports 
in Haakonsvern, Norway; Faslane, Scotland; Portsmouth, 
England and Rota, Spain. 

"The entire crew of USS Miami fully embraced their role 
as ambassadors for our Navy and country," said Meyer, a 
native of Blue Grass, Iowa, who assumed command of USS 
Miami in September 2010. 

Throughout their deployment, the crew fine-tuned their 
skill sets, becoming true undersea warriors. 

"Our team integrated the talents of multiple commands 
into one cohesive team, developing undersea warriors with the 
skills necessary to be competent and disciplined operators and 
maintainers while executing missions vital to national 
security," said Meyer. 

Recognizing their contributions to the submarine force, 
several crew members aboard Miami were advanced to the 
next rank and earned warfare qualifications during a ceremony 
on Nov. 30 while in port Portsmouth, England. 

During that ceremony, five Sailors received their enlisted 
submarine warfare qualification pins, and eight others were 
advanced to the rank of Petty Officer 3rd Class aboard the 
historic British Royal Navy ship HMS Victory, which is the 
oldest commissioned warship in the world. 

Other Sailors had reasons to celebrate. During their 
deployment seven babies were born. One of the lucky fathers 
was Senior Chief Electrician's Mate Ryan Rolfe, who was able 
to hold his three-month old son, Joseph, for the first time. 

During the Miami's deployment, Rolfe's wife Lillian was 
chosen to participate in a group baby shower with 19 other 
military wives. The event, sponsored by the non-profit 
organization Operation Shower and Birdies for the Brave, 
marked the first time it was held in Connecticut and for wives 
of submariners. 

"As military spouses, we forget how different our lives 
are. We are used to having an empty bed to crawl into and end 
of the day, making big decisions, planning birthday parties, 
attending school events, and finding housing on our own," 
said Rolfe. 

USS Miami Ombudsman April Holtmeyer, a mother of 
two, expressed her excitement for the reunion of Sailors and 
their families, as well as the remaining crew members just in 
time for the holidays. 

"Holiday Homecomings add an extra special sense of 
reunion. Our families exemplified strength during this 
deployment by utilizing the greatest asset - each other. This 
sisterhood was essential in the success of maintaining 
normal," said Holtmeyer. 

As the Sailors departed the submarine and reunited with 
their families, the fathers recognized their children by 
presenting them with medals as a token of their appreciation. 

With nearly 50 percent of the 134-member crew aboard 
Miami being married with children, support for families had 
new meaning for the deployed fathers, said USS Miami 
Family Readiness Group President Christy Thomas, a mother 
of two. 

"The kids are the heroes in their dads' eyes because they 
have thrived in their daily lives while they have been gone," 
said Thomas. 

During the submarine's deployment, Thomas, Holtmeyer 
and other wives coordinated with the non-profit organization 
Operation Gratitude to receive gift boxes. More than 150 
children of the deployed Sailors were recognized during 
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National Military Family Appreciation Month, which occurs 
in November every year. 

Miami's family-focused homecoming included Santa 
riding aboard Miami as the submarine pulled into Naval 
Submarine Base New London. In addition, the Steve Elci & 
Friends band performed, a first for the Connecticut 
performers, best known for writing the song, "Submarine 
Town." 

The submarine, built by Newport News Shipbuilding and 
General Dynamics Electric Boat Division, is the third Navy 
vessel to bear the name of the city of Miami, Florida. The 
submarine's crew compliment includes 133 officers and 
enlisted Sailors. 

Miami's return was preceded by Los Angeles-class attack 
submarine USS Dallas (SSN 700) Dec. 14. 

Gallery – Welcome Home, Miami 
(NEW LONDON DAY 15 DEC 11) Tim Martin 
The USS Miami (SSN 755) a Los Angeles-class attack 

submarine, returns to the Naval Submarine Base in Groton 
Thursday after a five-month deployment. 

View Gallery (9 Photos) 
Broadcast Clip - USS Miami Returns To Groton 
(WVIT NBC NEW BRITAIN (CT) 15 DEC 11) 
The Sailors of the USS Miami return to it's home port of 

Groton today, to a large crowd of family and friends. 
View Clip (RT: 1:16) 
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9. USS Makin Island Supports 11th MEU Theater Security Cooperation Missions 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 15 DEC 11) ... USS Makin Island Public Affairs 

USS MAKIN ISLAND, At Sea -- The Navy's newest 
amphibious assault ship, USS Makin Island (LHD 8), played a 
major role in supporting theater security cooperation missions 
in the Asia-Pacific region by serving as the at-sea launching 
platform for U.S. Marine Corps forces participating in 
Exercise Kilat Eagle, Dec. 14. 

Kilat Eagle is a cooperative exercise taking place in the 
U.S. 7th Fleet area of responsibility (AOR) between the 11th 
Marine Expeditionary Unit (MEU) and the Malaysian army. 
The exercise focuses on jungle training, air assault operations, 
a staff exchange and numerous platoon and company 
movements. 

Sailors assigned to Makin Island's flight deck worked 
long hours to launch 11th MEU aircraft and embarked 
Marines into Kuantan, Malaysia, in order to take part in the 
exercise. 

"The Navy and Marine Corps team plays a critical role in 
helping to establish international maritime security 
cooperation with our partner nations," said Capt. Jim Landers, 
USS Makin Island commanding officer. "Global maritime 
security is best achieved through international and regional 
maritime integration, awareness and response initiatives. 

Landers said theater security cooperation exercises like 
Kilat Eagle enable mutual capabilities and capacity to carry 
out real-world operations. 

"The economic interests of the United States, our allies 
and partner nations depend on unimpeded trade across the 
world's oceans," added Landers. "Open trade throughout the 

Asia-Pacific region is extremely important to the world's 
economy." 

During the exercise, Marines from the 11th MEU worked 
alongside their Malaysian counterparts to learn jungle survival 
skills and improve helicopter-borne assault techniques. 

"Kilat Eagle reinforces our relationship with the 
Malaysian forces and provides a unique training opportunity 
for all parties," said Col. Michael Hudson, 11th MEU 
commanding officer. "We look forward to sharing all that this 
agile, forward-deployed Marine air-ground-logistics team has 
to offer. 

"This is a golden opportunity. The venues and expertise 
offered by our gracious hosts will allow us to train with the 
Malaysians while keeping us sharp for our deployment as 
America's premier fighting force in the littorals," said Hudson. 

Other 11th MEU personnel from Makin Island are 
participating in additional theater security cooperation 
exercises in nearby Singapore. 

Makin Island is the first U.S. Navy ship to deploy using a 
hybrid-electric propulsion system. By using this unique 
propulsion system, the Navy expects over the course of the 
ship's life cycle, to see fuel savings of more than $250 million, 
proving the Navy's commitment to energy awareness and 
conservation. 

The 7th Fleet AOR includes more than 52 million square 
miles of the Pacific and Indian oceans, stretching from the 
international date line to the east coast of Africa, and from the 
Kuril Islands in the north to the Antarctic in the south. 
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10. USS Carl Vinson Strike Group Arrives In 7th Fleet 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 16 DEC 11) ... USS Carl Vinson Public Affairs Office 

PACIFIC OCEAN – The Carl Vinson Strike Group 
arrived in the 7th Fleet area of operations Dec. 14 as part of 
their deployment to the Western Pacific and U.S. Central 
Command area of responsibility. 

While in the 7th Fleet, the Strike Group will conduct 
routine exercises with their allies and partners and visit ports 
around the region. Carrier Strike Group 1 (CSG-1) is led by 
Rear Adm. Thomas Shannon. 

The Nimitz-class aircraft carrier USS Carl Vinson (CVN 
70) is deployed with the guided-missile cruiser USS Bunker 
Hill (CG 52) and the guided-missile destroyer USS Halsey 
(DDG 97). 

Embarked aboard Vinson is Destroyer Squadron 1 and 
Carrier Air Wing (CVW) 17, which include the “Fighting 
Redcocks” of Strike Fighter Squadron (VFA) 22, the 
“Sunliners” of VFA 81, the “Stingers” of VFA 113, the “First 
of the Fleet” of VFA 25, the “Garudas” of Electronic Attack 
Squadron 134, the “Tigertails” of Carrier Airborne Early 
Warning Squadron 125 and the “Red Lions” of Helicopter 
Anti-Submarine Squadron 15. 

The mission of the Vinson Strike Group is to focus on 
maritime security operations and theater security cooperation 
efforts, which help establish conditions for regional stability. 

View USS Carl Vinson Blog 
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Broadcast Clip - USS Carl Vinson (CVN 70) Holiday 
Greeting 

(YOUTUBE 15 DEC 11) U.S. Navy 

Holiday Greetings from Captain Whalen, Commanding 
Officer, USS Carl Vinson and the Vinson and Air Wing 17 
crew. 

View Clip (RT: 0:17) 
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11. USS Emory S. Land Provides Sub Maintenance 
(KUAM NEWS 16 DEC 11) ... Nick Delgado 

GUAM - The USS Emory S. Land will be on Guam for 
the next six months. The ship will be covering for the USS 
Frank Cable, which will be headed back to the U.S. mainland 
for routine maintenance. She's based out of Diego Garcia and 
currently has 400 personnel including Sailors, Merchant 
Marines and the Military Sealift Command. 

Commanding Officer Paul Savage says she's one of the 
Navy's last two submarine tenders they have today. "The 

Emory S. Land is here to seamlessly transition submarine 
maintenance mission here in Guam, so our job is to support 
the submarines home ported here and support, repair, 
maintenance and supply the submarines that deploy to the 
Western Pacific," he explained. 

The ship is named after Navy Vice Adm. Emory Land, 
who designed and 
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12. NMCB 3 Completes Pre-Deployment Certification 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 15 DEC 11) ... Chief Mass Communication Specialist Jesse A. Sherwin III, Naval Mobile Construction 
Battalion 3 Public Affairs 

FORT HUNTER LIGGETT, Calif. (NNS) -- Seabees 
assigned to Naval Mobile Construction Battalion (NMCB) 3 
completed their annual Field Training Exercise (FTX), at Fort 
Hunter Liggett, Calif. Dec 13. 

The FTX, called Operation Bearing Duel, prepared the 
Seabees to deploy to a combat zone. The exercise scenario 
included placing the battalion into a fictitious famine and 
drought-devastated country to provide engineering support to 
the government. 

"All of the scenarios that we faced in Menya were to 
familiarize us with the culture of various deployment sites of 
our African deployment that is coming soon," said Lt. Cmdr. 
William Wohead, NMCB 3's operations officer. 

The battalion is evaluated on several key points including 
their construction capability, mobility, command and control, 
and ability to defend itself in a tactical and hostile 
environment. 

"We moved a lot during this FTX," said Wohead. "We 
had ten detachments that had to go out and conduct 
construction and engineering assessment missions, and in 
order to do that, we had to be smaller, faster, and lighter". 

At the completion of NMCB 3's FTX, Fort Hunter Liggett 
had four new Southwest Asia (SWA)-type huts, a timber 
tower, a timber bridge, a crow's nest, and some concrete pads 
for future construction projects. 

"I really didn't expect to move so much and I didn't think 
that we would be aggressed [simulated attack from an enemy] 
so much during FTX," said Builder Constructionman Brett 

Mehl, a new member of the battalion, from Long Beach, Calif. 
"Being in the fighting positions [fox holes] is sometimes 
boring, but it gets exciting when we get aggressed. It is also 
interesting setting up the fighting positions, especially when 
we have to get it done in less than an hour." 

"Two things made this FTX easy for us," said Wohead. 
"We just came back from Afghanistan six months ago, so our 
construction and tactical skills are still fresh. Another thing 
that helped was that we conducted our RSO&I (receipt, 
staging onward movement and integration) back in Port 
Hueneme which enabled us to have better training facilities 
and support so that when we arrived in the field on D -6 [six 
days before the official start of the exercise] instead of D -8 or 
D -10, as we normally would do, we could focus on operations 
instead of the training". 

The biggest challenges associated with this FTX was the 
lack of light which resulted in shorter work days and long 
hours in security positions in extremely cold weather. The 
temperature frequently dropped to 25 degrees Fahrenheit 
during the exercise. 

Overall, the battalion's FTX was a tremendous success 
and everyone in the command is far more proficient in their 
technical and tactical skills. 

NMCB 3 is an expeditionary element of U.S. naval forces 
providing construction, engineering and security services in 
support of national strategy, naval power projection, 
humanitarian assistance and contingency operations. 
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13. 'GITMO 8' Trains Sailors To Save Lives 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 15 DEC 11) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Daniel J. Meshel, USS Enterprise Public Affairs 

USS ENTERPRISE, At Sea -- The risk of injury during 
day-to-day operations while USS Enterprise (CVN 65) is 
underway in the Atlantic Ocean Dec. 5-14, presents a possible 
threat to the welfare of the crew and the success of the ship's 
mission. 

To better prepare for accidental injury, Sailors aboard 
Enterprise are participating in a training series, known as 

"GITMO 8," which covers the treatment of the most common 
wounds and injuries. 

GITMO 8 provides Sailors with knowledge to recognize 
and treat injuries such as amputations, sucking chest wounds 
and fractures. These guidelines for treatment allow all Sailors 
to be first responders in the event medical personnel are 
unable to reach the victims. 
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"The training was recorded and will be broadcast to the 
crew to help better prepare and train Sailors for mass casualty 
situations," said Lt. Darcy R. Guerricagoitia, Enterprise ship's 
nurse. 

Guerricagoitia said the medical department aboard the 
ship is one of the smallest departments and training Sailors to 
be first-responders during a mass casualty situation increases 
the chances of an injured shipmate receiving life-saving 
treatment. 

"We've tried to make sure that we have disseminated 
[GITMO 8] throughout the entire crew," said Capt. Roderick 
L. Clayton, USS Enterprise physical therapist. "We don't want 
them to have to think too hard, because when the adrenaline 
starts pumping, sometimes you forget exactly what it is you 
are supposed to do for a given type of injury." 

Using theatrical make-up and prosthesis to reproduce 
wounds found within the GITMO 8 training, Sailors recreate 
scenarios and injuries for maximum realism. 

"We want to make it as realistic as possible so that if 
something were to happen, all [Enterprise Sailors] will 
understand how they can support medical by being first 
responders," said Clayton. 

Along with training, Sailors are given itemized cards with 
a detailed template for responding to specific injuries found in 
the GITMO 8 training. Sailors are recommended to always 
keep a copy with them. 

"They can pull the card out and go step-by-step to help 
treat wounds and potentially save their shipmate's life," said 
Guerricagoitia. 

"We hope that everyone takes this training seriously, 
because one day, and it's not a matter of 'if,' but 'when,' you'll 
have to step in and save a Sailor's life," said Clayton. 
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14. First MH-60S Aircrew Virtual Environmental Trainer Ready For Training 
(SOUTHERN MARYLAND BAYNET 15 DEC 11) 

The first U.S. Navy virtual reality device, the MH-60S 
Aircrew Virtual Environmental Trainer (AVET), located at 
Naval Air Station North Island, San Diego, Calif., is ready for 
training. 

The stand-alone, reconfigurable, full-motion simulator 
supports aerial gunnery; search and rescue; cargo 
replenishment training; confined area landings; and 
emergency procedures training for the MH-60S Knighthawk 
and HH-60H SeaHawk aircrew. 

“The AVET’s advanced technologies are an important 
step forward in creating a realistic operational environment for 
H-60 aircrew,” said Capt. John Feeney, Naval Aviation 
Training Systems Program Office (PMA-205) program 
manager. “In the future, our plan is to network this trainer with 
the tactical operational flight trainers for multi-crew mission 
rehearsal training. With this networking, fleet squadrons will 
be able to achieve readiness at a substantial cost savings.” 

Binghamton Simulator Company, Binghamton, N.Y., as a 
small business innovation research program, developed the 
training device. BSC worked with experts from PMA-205 and 
Naval Air Warfare Center, Training Systems Division, 
Orlando, Fla., to design and create the prototype that was sent 

to the fleet for evaluation. Once the assessment was complete, 
BSC incorporated the recommended changes, enhancing the 
overall accuracy and efficiency of the trainer. 

Instead of a large visual screen seen in most H-60 
trainers, the AVET allows each student to have his own 
headset, where he sees the images. Known as the helmet-
mounted display (HMD) visual system, this equipment mounts 
directly to student’s helmet providing a 360-degree visual of 
the aircraft’s exterior and interior. 

“There are three aircrew stations available. The instructor 
can perform as a simulated pilot to assist with multiple student 
performance initiatives. Using the HMD, crews can rehearse 
with six different weapons configurations,” said Rick McKay, 
PMA-205 H-60 in-service integrated product team lead. 

The H-60 platform consists of medium-lift, transport 
helicopters. Each variant has a mission-specific design to 
support combat search and rescue, insertion and recovery of 
special operations personnel, anti-surface and anti-submarine 
warfare, cargo replenishment and/or medical evacuation. 

“With the implementation of the AVET into the H-60 
training continuum, the platform is on the cutting edge of 
modeling and simulation,” said McKay. 
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15. Navy Simulates Jet Crash In Va. Beach 
(WAVY NBC NORFOLK 15 DEC 11) ... Leanna Caplan and Art Kohn 

VIRGINIA BEACH, Va. - On Thursday, the Navy 
simulated a jet crash near Old Pungo Ferry Road in Virginia 
Beach. 

The drill was organized to train Virginia Beach and 
Chesapeake first responders. The scenario: A navy jet is 
unable to make the return trip to Oceana and has crashed near 
Back Bay in Virginia Beach. 

The goal was to develop and exercise coordination efforts 
between the two cities and the Navy's first responders, 
according to a news release from NAS Oceana. 

Capt. James Webb, the CO of NAS Oceana, said, "We're 
totally relying on all the cooperation. The first responders 
have to come from the surrounding community." 

The drill included numerous emergency services 
personnel and vehicles responding to the Navy's fire trainer, 
which was placed in the parking lot of the old Capt. George's 
restaurant. 

"There are specific responder issues in dealing with 
aircraft that they wouldn't normally face," NAS Oceana Dist. 
Fire Chief Kenneth Snyder said. 

Like unexploded ordinance and extremely flammable 
composite materials. 

NAS Oceana personnel practice at least annually for the 
potential of a military aircraft crash, and the drill often 
involves the city's first responders, but this is the first time a 
drill will involve both Chesapeake and Virginia Beach. 

View Clip (RT: 2:15) 
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Broadcast Clip - Jet Crash Drill Tests Va. Beach, 
Chesapeake Emergency Response 

(WVEC ABC NORFOLK 15 DEC 11) Mike Gooding 
First responders trained Thursday morning to deal with a 

miltary jet crash outside Navy property. 
For an hour beginning at 9 a.m., NAS Oceana staged a 

simulated crash near Old Pungo Ferry Road. Personnel from 
Va. Beach dealt with the aircraft while Chesapeake emergency 
officials handled a pilot who "ejected" from the jet. 

The drill also involved several emergency vehicles that 
respond to the Navy's fire trainer, which was in the parking lot 
of the old Capt. George's restaurant. 

This was the first drill that involves both cities as well as 
the Navy. 

"It's really a lot of intercommunications, a lot of 
command level joint communications," said Chief Kenneth 
Snyder. "It's really a great coordination effort." 

The last time there was a real off-base, civilian-involved 
Navy jet crash was in 1986. An A-6 struck a Volkswagen on 
Oceana Boulevard. The pregnant woman who was driving 
died and so did the pilot and bombadier navigator. 

View Clip (RT: 2:13) 
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GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
16. Chinese Carrier Photographed During Sea Trials 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 15 DEC 11) 

WASHINGTON - A satellite image of China's first 
aircraft carrier has been captured while the vessel was 
undergoing sea trials in the Yellow Sea, a U.S. company said 
on its website Dec. 15. 

The 300-meter (990-foot) ship, a refitted former Soviet 
carrier, was photographed on December 8, said Colorado-
based DigitalGlobe Inc., and an analyst from the company 
spotted it when reviewing images five days later. 

The Beijing government said earlier this month that the 
carrier had started its second sea trial after undergoing 
refurbishment and testing. 

The ship underwent five days of trials in August that 
sparked international concern about China's widening naval 
reach amid growing regional tensions over maritime disputes 
and a U.S. campaign to assert itself as a Pacific power. 

The South China Sea, which is believed to be rich in oil 
and gas and is claimed by several countries, has dominated 
such disputes involving China, leading to run-ins with rival 
claimants including Vietnam and the Philippines. 

Chinese President Hu Jintao on December 7 urged the 
navy to "accelerate its transformation and modernization" and 
"make extended preparations for military combat" to 
safeguard national security. 

Beijing only confirmed this year that it was revamping the 
Soviet ship, the Varyag, and has repeatedly insisted that the 
carrier poses no threat to its neighbors and will be used mainly 
for training and research purposes. 

But the August sea trials were met with concern from 
regional powers including Japan and the United States, which 
called on Beijing to explain why it needs an aircraft carrier. 

China only provided the first official acknowledgment of 
the carrier in June when Chen Bingde, the nation's top military 
official, gave an interview to a Hong Kong newspaper. 

The Chinese have yet to announce a name for the ship, 
which is commonly referred to by its old Soviet name. 
Although some media have used the name Shi Lang - a 17th 
century admiral who led a Chinese conquest of Taiwan - 
Chinese media often omit a name reference. 

Coincidentally, the Varyag's sister ship, the Russian 
carrier Admiral Kuznetsov, is also at sea - the first time both 
ships have been under way on their own power at the same 
time. 

The Kuznetsov left its Northern Fleet base in Murmansk 
earlier this month for a three-month cruise to the eastern 
Mediterranean, where it may call at the Syrian port of Tartus. 
The carrier was reported off Scotland earlier this week. 
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17. China Worries About U.S. Military's Next Steps After Iraq Pullout 
(WASHINGTON POST 16 DEC 11) ... Keith B. Richburg 

BEIJING -- As the U.S. military on Thursday formally 
ended its intervention in Iraq and prepared to withdraw the last 
of its combat troops, China was watching warily and with 
deep concern about where those troops might go next. 

The worry here is that an American military free of the 
nearly nine-year-long commitment to Iraq might now be freer 
to focus attention on the Asia-Pacific region, which China 
considers its back yard. In the past month, China has seen the 
Obama administration promise a pivot to Asia, with the 
establishment of a new U.S. military base in Darwin, on 
Australia's northern coast, and Secretary of State Hillary 
Rodham Clinton's visit to Burma, also known as Myanmar, 
which China considers an ally. 

"In the past three or four weeks, the United States has 
launched so many initiatives so quickly," said Shi Yinhong, a 
professor and director at the Center for American Studies at 

Renmin University in Beijing. "The motivation is to deal with 
China. This is a really significant new phase in America's 
policy toward China." 

For the past decade, China has been free to focus on its 
economic development without concern about any major 
confrontation with the United States, as the foreign policy 
under the George W. Bush and Obama administrations 
focused almost exclusively on Iraq and the larger fight against 
terrorism. 

Now, with the U.S. withdrawal from Iraq and the planned 
2014 drawdown of troops from Afghanistan, Chinese officials 
are bracing to see whether President Obama's announced 
refocusing on Asia presages an era of tense relations between 
China and the United States. 

"America is now shifting its focus from the Middle East 
and South Asia to East Asia, from counterterrorism to dealing 
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with emerging powers," said Yuan Peng, director of the 
Institute of American Studies, part of the China Institutes of 
Contemporary International Relations, which is affiliated with 
the Foreign Ministry. "Maybe China will be the new focus. 
This is a very typical Chinese way of thinking." 

Yuan said the Iraq withdrawal "signals that 
counterterrorism as the only focus of your security strategy in 
the last 10 years has changed." Now, he said, "the focus of 
strategic thinking, the center of gravity, is shifting from West 
to East." 

"It's already become a reality that you're here - you're 
back," he said. "The following question is: What's that for? Is 
it for encircling or containing China?" 

China also benefited materially from the war in Iraq. In 
2008, two Chinese oil companies signed contracts worth $3 
billion with the Iraqi government for oil exploration rights. 
PetroChina, China's biggest oil company and an arm of the 
state-owned China National Petroleum Corp., is developing 
the Halfaya and Rumaila oil fields in southern Iraq. 

The Iraq war helped deepen lingering anti-Americanism 
here among some Chinese, who view the United States as a 
"hegemonist" power bent on using its military for global 

domination. Experts said the sentiment was different during 
the U.S. invasion of Afghanistan, because that came after the 
Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist attacks by al-Qaeda plotters based in 
Afghanistan - and people in China believed the United States 
had a right to respond. 

Some here said the 2003 Iraq invasion, based on the false 
premise that dictator Saddam Hussein possessed weapons of 
mass destruction, has made it more difficult for the United 
States to press its case against Iran developing a nuclear 
weapon. 

But what was most unnerving may have been the prospect 
of seeing the United States send combat troops halfway 
around the world to overthrow a government and impose a 
fledgling democracy in the heart of the Middle East. 

"Through the Iraq war, you've planted the seeds of 
democracy," Yuan said. "Then you can see the Jasmine 
Revolution, the Arab Spring. ... It changed the mind-set of the 
young generation." 

"In the long run, it's in your interest because there's a 
trend of democracy," he said. "No one in China thinks it's a 
big failure." 
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18. Delivery Concerns Cloud F-35 Jet Pick 
Fears U.S. deadline vow could be scuttled by production delays, impact of euro crisis 
(YOMIURI SHIMBUN 15 DEC 11) 

Although the government is set to announce its selection 
of the F-35 fighter jet as a successor to the Air Self-Defense 
Force's frontline jet, concern remains over whether the next-
generation fighter can be delivered to Japan during fiscal 2016 
as promised. 

The Defense Ministry has rated highly the F-35, jointly 
developed by Australia, Britain, the United States and six 
other countries, against two other candidates--the F/A-18E/F 
and the Eurofighter--for its radar-eluding stealth capability. In 
the development and testing stage, however, a series of defects 
have been discovered, fueling worries that delivery of the jet 
might be delayed. 

Dubbed the "last manned fighter," the F-35 features 
advanced technologies. In addition to its excellent stealth 
capability, its network capability enabling F-35 pilots to share 
information gathered from Aegis-equipped vessels and ground 
radars outperforms its rivals. 

Some observers said the F/A-18E/F and the Eurofighter, 
which have been put into operation already, had an advantage 
over the F-35 in terms of price and ease for Japanese 
manufacturers to take part in the production process. 

However, Defense Minister Yasuo Ichikawa said the 
government placed heavy emphasis on performance in 
selecting the next-generation ASDF fighter jet. 

"Basically, it all comes down to performance," he said at 
a press conference Tuesday. 

China and Russia have developed their own stealth 
planes, boosting their power in the skies. To counter them, 
procuring advanced fighter jets is essential for the ASDF. 

However, the F-35 is still in the development stage. 
Problems such as cracks on the jet body have been reported. 
The aircraft's price also could rise if its development falls 
behind schedule, according to a source close to the U.S. 
military. 

Furthermore, the chairman of the U.S. military's Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, Gen. Martin Dempsey, warned Friday that 
drastic cuts in U.S. defense spending and the ongoing financial 
crisis in Europe could affect the F-35 development program. 
Four of eight partner nations are European Union members. 

Despite such challenges, U.S. defense contractor and 
project leader Lockheed Marin Corp. has said the F-35 jets 
will be delivered to Japan by the end of fiscal 2016, the 
delivery deadline, with the production of more than 100 jets 
scheduled to be completed by then. The U.S. government has 
guaranteed the delivery date and the price proposed by 
Lockheed. 

"We trust [the proposals], as a country has promised to 
take responsibility," said Gen. Shigeru Iwasaki, ASDF's chief 
of staff. 

The ASDF's aging F-4 fleet is expected to reach its 
operational limit by the end of fiscal 2016. Significant delays 
in deploying the F-35 jets in Japan could force the ASDF to 
review its air defense system. 
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19. India To Keep Watch On Chinese Naval Facility In Seychelles 
(INDO ASIAN NEWS SERVICE 15 DEC 11) 

NEW DELHI - With China planning a supply and 
recuperation facility in the Indian Ocean archipelago nation of 
Seychelles, India Thursday said it will 'watch' the 

development and how Beijing uses this arrangement in this 
strategically-important location. 
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However, it also seem convinced with the Chinese 
explanation that it will not be a military base, but just a 
refueling and supply facility. 

'We will watch. We will see,' highly-placed government 
sources said here. 

After reports suggested that China was setting up a naval 
base, Beijing came out with a clarification that it was only 
establishing a refueling centre at the Seychelles harbour 
needed for its warships that are on anti-piracy patrol duty in 
the Gulf of Aden. 

'Chinese themselves have said it is not a military base. 
Seychelles has offered its harbour for use to refuel and 
stocking of Chinese warships that are in the Gulf of Aden for 
anti-piracy operations, like they have been already doing in 
some ports of Arab nations,' the sources said. 

China had been till recently using Karachi port in 
Pakistan for its warships' and naval personnel recuperation and 
supplies. 

But the terror attack on its Mehran naval air base in 
Karachi in May this year, China has been 'careful' not to risk 
its warships at Pakistani naval bases in view of the terror 
threats, the sources said. 

'The Chinese used to dock at Karachi naval base in 
Pakistan earlier, but after the recent events there, Chinese are 
careful about it,' the sources said. 

The Chinese warships are also now using Salalah in 
Oman and Djibouti for the recuperation purposes, they added. 

The government sources also said the Seychelles offer to 
China to use its harbour for such purposes is only 'reflective' 
of the assessment that small island nations in the Indian Ocean 
region are at high risk of piracy closer to their waters. 

India has, in the recent years, been active in helping 
Seychelles in securing its exclusive economic zone and 
maritime territory from pirates and terrorists groups. It has in 
recent years based a naval patrol aircraft in Seychelles to carry 
out surveillance, apart from gifting a fast attack craft for 
intercepting suspicious boats in its maritime territory. 
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20. Russian-Built, BrahMos-Fitted Frigate Set For Indian Navy Induction 
(INDO ASIAN NEWS SERVICE 16 DEC 11) ... N.C. Bipindra 

MOSCOW - Equipped with BrahMos supersonic cruise 
missiles, INS Teg, a Russian-built frigate for the Indian Navy, 
will set sail once its Indian crew arrives and takes over the 
warship from the Russian Navy, well-informed sources said 
here Friday. 

INS Teg is the first of six Talwar (Krivak) class frigates 
to be equipped with the 290-km BrahMos missiles jointly 
developed by India and Russia. The first three Talwar class 
warships -- INS Talwar, INS Trishul and INS Tabar -- that 
were inducted in the Indian Navy in 2002 and 2003 do not 
have the BrahMos, but are equipped with Klub class missiles. 

Apart from INS Teg, two other frigates, being built by the 
Kaliningrad-based Yantar shipyard -- all three constituting the 
second line of Talwar-class ships -- will also have the 
BrahMos missiles integrated. 

'With the successful test of BrahMos, INS Teg is now 
ready to sail to India. It is awaiting its Indian Navy crew, who 
are expected later this month or early in January 2012,' sources 
here told IANS. 

'The Indian Navy plans to induct the warship by March 
2012,' they added. 

The Russian Navy, which had conducted the sea trials of 
INS Teg in September, test-fired the BrahMos from the ship's 
bow in the first week of December. Telemetric data indicated 
that all of its systems performed optimally, the sources said. 

India and Russia had in July 2007 signed a $1.6 billion 
contract for the three follow-on Talwar class frigates under the 
Indian Navy's Project 11356. 

INS Teg and the other two warships -- INS Tarkash 
(delivery likely in July 2012) and INS Trikand (January 2013) 

are expected to bolster the Indian Navy's growing blue water 
capabilities and ambitions. 

The Indian Navy giving top priority to these guided 
missile frigates to maintain its combat worthiness and 
organizational ability to deploy warships at immediate notice. 

The previous vessels of the Talwar class have been 
deployed by Indian Navy in anti-piracy operations in the Gulf 
of Aden and have proved themselves worthy of being mean 
fighting machines by achieving 'kills' of pirate mother ships. 

Packed with sensors, weapons and missile systems and 
stealth due to highly-reduced radar, infra-red, noise, frequency 
and magnetic signatures to beat enemy detection, each of these 
warships is equipped with a 100-mm gun, a Shtil air defence 
system, two Kashtan air defence gun and missile systems, two 
twin 533-mm torpedo tubes, and an anti-submarine warfare 
helicopter. 

BrahMos Aerospace is an India-Russia joint venture 
established in 1998 for the joint development of the 
eponymously-named supersonic cruise missiles. The missiles, 
said to be the fastest in their class, are now under production 
and have been successfully inducted into the Indian Army and 
Indian Navy. The two countries are also developing the air-
launched version of the missile that can cruise at speed of 
Mach 3, or three times the speed of sound, for the Indian Air 
Force's Sukhoi S-30 MKI air superiority combat planes. 

A hypersonic version of BrahMos with Mach 7 speeds to 
boost aerial strike capability is under development and is 
expected to be ready by 2016. 
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21. Nerpa Class Submarine To Reach Indian Shores By The End Of January 
(ECONOMIC TIMES (INDIA) 16 DEC 11) ... C. L. Manoj 

NEW DELHI - A day after Prime Minister Manmohan 
Singh ruled out the possibility of a war between China and 
India despite new tensions in the border, highly-placed official 
sources asserted here that the Indian assessment "is based on 

the posturings of China" as well the "possible consequences of 
a war.” 

This is said even as the prime minister began his two day 
visit to Russia on Thursday, amid clear indications that the 
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long wait for the induction of a leased Russian nuclear 
submarine into Indian Navy will be over soon. 

Well-informed government sources said a Nerpa class 
submarine, leased for 10 years by the Indian Navy, will begin 
its journey through Russian waters by the end of this month to 
reach Indian shores by the end of January. 

This submarine is meant to strategically reinforce Indian 
vigil in the Indian Ocean and South China sea. India has also 
dismissed as "sensational and unfounded" reports that 
Seychelles has offered its territory to China to set up a military 
base. 

The government sources said the reports about a Chinese 
military base were factually incorrect as what has been 
actually offered to China is only berthing facilities for its ships 
to dock, refuel and replenish supplies. This facilities, the 
sources added, is important for China since it has started 
sending its warships to the Gulf of Aden to combat piracy on 
the high sees against its commercial ships. 

Earlier, Chinese ships used to avail of the facilities at 
Karachi, but have stopped going there for the past two years, 
the official sources pointed out. 

India too uses such facilities in ports in Oman and other 
Gulf counties, sources said while dismissing any fears with 
regard to the Chinese move. On the submarine front, this is the 
second time India is taking a Russian nuclear submarine on 
lease. 

In 1990, Indian Navy acquired the necessary skills to 
operate a nuclear submarine by training on another Russian 
submarine, named INS Chkra. The new Russian submarine is 
expected to help India Navy to acquire special skills to operate 
its own ingeniously built nuclear submarine INS Arihant 
which is expected to be ready three years later. 

Though no major defence deal is expected between India 
and Russia during Manmohan Singh talks with his 
counterparts, the defence maters will be high on the agenda of 
their talks, the official sources said On a different note, India 
sources also said that a lot of concrete work still remains to be 
done in connecting North-South corridor, connecting Central 
Asian Republics to Iran via Afghanistan. 

This route for trade, commerce and energy supply is 
designed to connect India to the Central Asian republics via 
the port of Chabahar in Eastern Iran bordering Afghanistan. 
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22. SA-Moz Plan To Tackle Pirates 
(INDEPENDENT ONLINE (SOUTH AFRICA) 15 DEC 11) ... Paul Fauvet 

MAPUTO, Mozambique - The Mozambican and South 
African governments have signed a memorandum of 
understanding on maritime security which seeks to boost the 
fight against Somali pirate gangs. 

Other agreements signed during a state visit by President 
Jacob Zuma concern the establishment of a Bi-National Co-
operation Commission that will meet at least once a year; co-
ordination in radio frequencies; regular diplomatic 
consultations; a cultural programme covering the 2012-2014 
period; and further memoranda of understanding on 
communications, and on forestry industries. 

Speaking at a joint press conference, Mozambican 
Foreign Minister Oldemiro Baloi said that piracy was 
damaging the Mozambican economy because of the fear it 
caused among shipowners, and because of the reduction in 
maritime traffic along the Mozambique channel. 

He said that the price of goods transported to 
Mozambique by sea was rising, because insurance companies 
were increasing the cost of the premiums shipping companies 
must buy. 

He considered South Africa a major partner in the fight 
against piracy. 

“With South Africa, in addition to patrols, we have 
training activities which connect with our entire co-operation 
in the defence sphere.” 

Addressing the Mozambican Parliament yesterday, Zuma 
said that the Somali pirate raid in the Mozambique channel in 
December 2010 (when a Mozambican fishing vessel, the Vega 
5, was hijacked) “was a wake-up call to the SADC (Southern 
African Development Community) region that we are not 
immune from this phenomenon.” 

“It is clear that our waters, and the Mozambique channel 
in particular, have become an attractive alternative to Somali 
pirates as they try to avoid the clampdown by various 
maritime task forces around the Horn of Africa and the Gulf of 
Aden,” Zuma said. 

Hydrocarbon discoveries and exploration (notably off the 
Mozambican province of Cabo Delgado), and the fact that six 
million tons of oil was shipped around South Africa’s western 
coastline every month made these waters “a prime target for 
pirates.” 

Zuma said he was pleased that Mozambique and South 
Africa were meeting the piracy challenge “head on.” 

An Anti-Piracy and Maritime Security Memorandum had 
been signed between the two countries, providing the 
framework “for our two countries to further co-operate in 
dealing with the scourge of piracy.” 

He thanked Mozambique for its “constructive 
engagement” during last week’s UN climate change 
conference in Durban. 

Zuma believed the conference had produced a “stunning 
outcome” which “has rescued climate change talks and 
provided renewed hope for the world.” 

“We are proud that such a landmark deal was struck on 
African soil,” he declared. “It proves that our methods of 
negotiation, and of doing things generally in Africa, are 
effective and that we have a lot to teach the world.” 

Zuma repeated his promise that South Africa would 
undertake “a full investigation” into the circumstances 
surrounding the death of Mozambique’s first president, 
Samora Machel. 

The South African government’s commitment to this 
investigation was “unwavering,” he said. 

Machel died on October 19, 1986, when his plane crashed 
into a hillside at Mbuzini, just inside South Africa. 

It is widely believed that the crash was engineered by the 
apartheid military, who allegedly diverted the plane from its 
correct flight path by using a pirate radio beacon broadcasting 
on the same frequency as the Maputo airport beacon. 

Zuma told the Parliament he wanted “to pay homage and 
respect to the people of Mozambique for their unstinting 
support for the liberation of the people of South Africa. 
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“They faced hardships while supporting their South 
African brothers and sisters who were fighting the apartheid 
monster. 

“The people of South Africa will never forget what this 
country sacrificed for South Africa to be free.” 
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23. Nuclear Subs Could Replace Collins: Experts 
(CANBERRA TIMES (AUSTRALIA) 16 DEC 11) ... David Ellery 

American-built nuclear submarines and Japanese-
designed conventional subs should be considered to replace 
the troubled Collins-class submarine fleet, shadow defence 
minister David Johnston says. 

Senator Johnston has joined submarine and defence 
materiel experts in saying critical problems highlighted in this 
week's Coles Review of Collins-class sustainment means 
Defence must look beyond a $36 billion ''son of Collins'' to 
take in all the options. 

Rex Patrick, of Acoustic Force, an ex-submariner now 
working in the private sector, agrees - as long as one of the 
options is to stop throwing good money after bad on the 
existing boats. 

He wants two of the six Collins-class submarines to be 
retired immediately to allow crews, resources and 
maintenance to be concentrated on the remaining four. That 
could actually result in more availability - or ''material-ready 
days'' - not fewer. 

The Coles Review argues many of the Collins's problems 
are caused by Australia's need to have a conventionally 
powered submarine to do the job of a nuclear-powered one. 
''Due to geography [Australia's] submarines have a need to be 
able to travel long distances dived across open oceans,'' it 
states. 

''Whilst nuclear submarines would, in general, possess 
such a capability Australia's decision to remain with 
conventional technology means that her national requirements 
are beyond what is available 'off the shelf'.'' 

Senator Johnston said if the Government were to propose 
a nuclear option the Opposition would likely give it bipartisan 
support. 

That was unlikely to occur while the ALP was allied with 
the Greens. 

His views have been echoed by a high-ranking defence 
insider who said the acquisition of U.S. nuclear submarines 
was ''quite plausible''. 

There is a tacit acknowledgment within some parts of the 
defence hierarchy that the best replacements for the Collins 
would be U.S.-designed and built nuclear submarines on a 21-
year lease. 

They could be cheaper to acquire than ''Son of Collins'', 
faster at sea and significantly cheaper to operate than Collins 
or an indigenous successor. 

Mr. Patrick agrees the nuclear option should be 
considered but warns of unintended consequences. 

On the plus side nuclear boats can drop to 200m and 
cruise long distances unobserved at 25 knots - as opposed to 
about 10 knots with frequent ''snorting'' to run the diesels with 
a conventional sub. 

Nuclear boats aren't as quiet as conventional subs and 
come with political baggage such as domestic opposition and 
possible protests during port visits abroad. 

His real concern was that neither a new large 
conventional submarine or a nuclear submarine would fix the 
problems Australia has now. 

As the Collins subs age, it is costing more and more to 
keep them in the water for less and less time - a situation that 
parallels the RAAF's experience in the final years it operated 
the F-111. 

Mr. Patrick said: ''My solution would be to immediately 
pay off two of the six submarines and then concentrate on 
crewing and maintaining the remaining four. 

''Then go for a 'rapid acquisition' of an off-the-shelf 
solution and, as each new boat comes on line, retire another 
Collins.'' 

Over time the acquisition process would become cost 
neutral given Defence is spending $800 million a year on six 
submarines that are rarely ready for sea. 
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24. Military To Help Out With Olympic 2012 Security 
The largest ship in the Royal Navy, HMS Ocean, is to be stationed in the Thames to provide back up for the 
Olympics, along with 13,500 members of the Armed Forces. 
(THE TELEGRAPH (UK) 15 DEC 11) ... Duncan Gardham 

The Ministry of Defence said there would be 7,500 
military personnel helping with security at Olympic venues, 
despite a pledge by Scotland Yard that they would deliver a 
“blue games” keeping the military presence to a minimum. 

The numbers are thought to have been drafted in after 
security chiefs had to massively revise the number of security 
personnel that will be needed. 

HMS Ocean, which has recently returned from providing 
support for the Libyan campaign, will provide logistics 
support, accommodation and a helicopter landing site. 

Helicopters, likely to be Puma and Lynx, will fly from 
HMS Ocean to provide airspace security. 

HMS Bulwark, the Flagship of the Royal Navy, will be 
based in Weymouth Bay in Dorset, where the sailing events 
take place, to provide a maritime command and control base 
along with accommodation, logistics and a helicopter. 

Typhoon jets will be stationed temporarily at RAF 
Northolt in London and ground-based air defence capabilities 
will also be deployed to protect British airspace. 

In total the Ministry of Defence expects to contribute up 
to 13,500 personnel, including 5,000 personnel to support the 
police with capabilities including explosive ordnance disposal 
teams, military working dogs and Royal Navy support to 
maritime policing. 
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There will also be a 1,000-strong unarmed contingency 
force for deployment in the event of an Olympics-related civil 
emergency and another 1,000 personnel to provide logistics 
support. 

The total includes up to 7,500 personnel who will help 
with security at venues. 

Philip Hammond, the Secretary of State for Defence, said: 
"Next year's Olympic and Paralympic Games are once-in-a-
generation events for the UK. We want them to be secure, so 
that all those competing and attending can enjoy the Games 
for the celebration of sporting achievement and cultural 
celebration that it is.” 

He said he had no doubt that the forces personnel would 
do a “fantastic job” and added: “I look forward to their 
professionalism and agility being on show on the world stage 
once again." 

The Ministry of Defence said the games would not divert 
the Armed Forces from protecting Britain and from current 
operations in Afghanistan and elsewhere as well as “the ability 
to respond to the unexpected.” 

They said the defence contribution to London 2012 was 
on a similar scale to military deployed at other recent Olympic 
games. 

A statement added: “The Government is clear that the 
Games should be a peaceful celebration of sporting 
achievement and a cultural celebration – not a security event.” 

Assistant Commissioner Chris Allison of the Metropolitan 
Police, the National Olympic Security Coordinator, said that 
delivering a safe and secure games would only be achieved 
through a range of different agencies working closely together. 

He said the security operation would be the police 
service’s biggest ever peacetime operation. 

“Our relationship with the Armed Forces has developed 
over a number of years and we have huge experience in 
working with them to deliver major events,” he added. “Their 
support to our operation is built on these tried and tested 
practices.” 

HMS Ocean is an amphibious assault ship, designed to 
deliver troops into a war zone by helicopter or by landing 
craft. 

The ship has six helicopter operating spots on the flight 
deck and the hangar can hold many more aircraft. 

The ship has its own Royal Marine assault squadron, 
9ASRM, and also carries four landing craft capable of 
carrying troops and vehicles. 

HMS Bulwark is the Flagship of the Royal Navy. She can 
carry 256 Royal Marines with their vehicles and combat 
supplies, and this can be swollen up to 405 troops. 

View Clip (RT: 1:50) 
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25. Bye-Bye Europe 
With NATO surviving on the cheap, Europeans have an elaborate scheme to share defense burdens. Can this 
really work? 
(NATIONAL JOURNAL 17 DEC 11) ... Kevin Baron 

U.S. officials for years have begged European allies to do 
more, pay more, and fight more for their own defense. After 
all, American troops cannot defend Europe’s ramparts forever 
or fight the world’s terrorists on Europe’s behalf. But for 
years, Europeans called Washington’s bluff, never fulfilling 
their commitments to NATO’s budget or furnishing the 
complement of troops promised for Afghanistan. Sleek-suited 
defense ministers and diplomats watched former Defense 
Secretary Robert Gates -- and now his successor, Leon Panetta 
-- plod through Brussels, increasingly agitated about the 
divided “two-tier alliance” of member states that fight and 
those that don’t. 

But with America’s budget tightening, wars ending, and 
strategic attention pivoting toward Asia -- the Defense 
Department may move thousands of troops and families off 
the Continent -- Europeans have begun to realize that, ready or 
not, their time has come. “If there ever was a time in which the 
United States could always be counted on to fill the gaps that 
may emerge in European defense, that time is rapidly coming 
to an end,” warned U.S. Ambassador to NATO Ivo Daalder, 
meeting defense reporters in Washington this month. 

Europe finally will step up, but not necessarily in the way 
Americans envisioned. NATO members, consumed by their 
own economic crises, have no desire to increase defense 
spending, much less cough up the 2 percent of their gross 
domestic product required by NATO rules. (One European 
diplomat in Washington last month said that this was “a pretty 
crude and unsophisticated way” to do business and that the 
alliance is looking beyond it.) In any case, there is little chance 

that Europe would raise new brigades of troops to fill the 
barracks that the Americans are vacating. 

Instead, Europe’s plan is what NATO Secretary General 
Anders Fogh Rasmussen calls “smart defense.” It means 
getting efficient, but it’s a tall order. Every NATO member 
and partner must take inventory of every ship and soldier, 
willfully eliminate military redundancies across their borders, 
and forge a unified, pan-European capability that will require 
perhaps dozens of sub-alliance defense agreements between 
two, three, or four countries at a time. It will take a while, and 
not every country may go along. “Where the rubber hits the 
road,” the Western diplomat said, “is whether countries wish 
to maintain national capabilities rather than reliance on other 
members of the alliance.” Former Soviet states near Russia 
want to keep more of their own assets for national defense 
than other Western giants think is necessary, while the United 
Kingdom and France last year signed an agreement for joint 
exercises and deployments, looking for ways -- including 
procurement -- to cooperate. 

The balance they strike has billion-dollar implications. 
Each system could rely on several countries to deploy. 
AWACS aircraft, for instance, are based in Germany, are 
crewed by 14 nations, and can use forward bases in Italy, 
Greece, Turkey, and Norway. Operation Unified Protector 
over Libya was a wake-up call, Daalder said, exposing 
NATO’s reliance on the United States for capabilities such as 
logistics, drones, and intelligence analysis. Critics say that the 
alliance also needs a modernized fifth-generation fighter jet 
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like the F-35, aerial refueling tankers, and airlift capacity to 
reach deep into Central Asia. 

The weak economy, however, is pushing some of those 
goals out of reach. Countries are slowing orders for F-35s and 
the Eurofighter Typhoon jet, causing British manufacturer 
BAE Systems, one of the biggest defense companies in the 
world, to announce in September that it will cut 3,000 jobs. “I 
worry about our allies coming to the conclusion that they be 
capable only in niches of conflict,” said Gen. Martin 
Dempsey, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, addressing the 
Atlantic Council, a NATO-focused think tank, in Washington 
last week. 

Another problem with shared defense is that members 
disagree on what threatens their security, how NATO should 
respond, and when to use military force. “These are problems 
that are not ready to be solved, and no amount of reforms that 
we can do can fix this,” said Kurt Volker, a former U.S. 
ambassador to NATO. He argued that, during an economic 
crisis that inhibits real reform, NATO could focus for now on 
a modest homeland-security model that merely protects 
Europe’s borders. “I would wait for better days to try and talk 
about some of the fundamentals.” 

And even if everyone agreed about everything, the 
problem of supply and demand remains. “It’s blindingly 
obvious,” said Marshall Billingslea, a former assistant 
secretary general of NATO, at an Atlantic Council panel last 
week, “there are fewer and fewer allies that are producers of 
security. Vast majorities are rampant consumers of it.” That 
has to change, he argued. 

U.S. officials do not want to reveal exactly how they are 
planning to scale back in Europe, saying only that the 
Pentagon is reassessing its global footprint to include Europe. 
But Daalder noted that two of the four U.S. brigades stationed 
in Europe have been deployed in war zones, and Europe 
survived just fine. Earlier this year, the Pentagon announced 
that it would draw down to three brigades in Europe, but it 
could still easily withdraw another, bringing home up to 5,000 
additional troops, families, and support staff. Defense 
Department officials will decide in January, well ahead of the 
NATO conclave for heads of state in Chicago planned for 
May. Ready or not, the Europeans will have to fend for 
themselves. 
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PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
26. BAH Gets Average 2 Percent Bump For 2012 
(NAVY TIMES 15 DEC 11) ... Andrew Tilghman 

Basic Allowance for Housing rates will rise an average 2 
percent next year across the nation, but rates will drop slightly 
in about one-third of U.S. locations, according to new Defense 
Department data released Thursday. 

Rates increased most in the area surrounding Minot Air 
Force Base, N.D., where the monthly stipend spiked 40 
percent. Rates in the Washington, D.C., metro area, home to 
more than 43,000 service members, also saw a sharp rise, up 
nearly 10 percent from 2011, the new data shows. 

For example, an E-5 with dependents living in the 
Washington metro area will receive $2,106 for a monthly 
housing stipend. An O-3 with dependents in or near 
Washington will receive $2,874 in 2012, the data shows. 

The largest drops came in parts of California, including 
the area around Fort Irwin in Barstow, where rates will dip 8.5 
percent in 2012. Ventura, Calif., and Los Angeles also saw 
significant drops of 7.4 and 5.8 percent, respectively. 

For example, an E-5 living with dependents in Barstow, 
Calif., will receive $987 monthly. An O-3 officer there will 
get $1,392 per month in 2012. 

The lower rates will affect only those troops who move 
into a new area this year. 

When rates go up, all service members in a given location 
get the increase. But when rates dip, the military’s “individual 
rate protection” policy ensures that troops already settled in a 
location will not see their BAH decrease for as long as they 

remain in that location, assuming no change in dependency 
status or a reduction in pay grade. 

That policy assures that troops who have signed long-term 
leases are not penalized if housing costs in their area fall. 

BAH rates remain high by historical standards. Until 
2005, troops were expected to cover some of their housing 
costs out of their own pockets. But Congress changed the law, 
and now the Pentagon gives troops 100 percent of estimated 
housing costs for their area. 

Median rental costs are only one factor in the complex 
formula officials use to determine BAH rates. It also includes 
the average utilities costs and renter’s insurance rates. The 
Pentagon analyzes that data annually for 365 U.S. housing 
markets, including Alaska and Hawaii. 

The Defense Department will pay out a total of about $20 
billion in BAH, a slight uptick from last year’s total of about 
$19 billion. More than 1 million troops receive BAH to cover 
housing off post or rent in privatized housing complexes on 
military installations. 

View Defense Travel Management Office BAH 
Calculator 

See The Charts 

 BAH rates with dependents 

 BAH rates without dependents 
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27. DoD Extends Schools’ Signing Deadline For Tuition Assistance 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 15 DEC 11) ... Karen Parrish 

WASHINGTON – The Defense Department today 
announced a 90-day deadline extension for schools seeking to 
participate in the department’s tuition assistance program. 

The department has instituted a memorandum of 
understanding participating schools must sign to qualify to 
receive funding for courses service members attend under the 
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program. The signing deadline for those schools has been 
shifted from Jan. 1 to March 30, 2012. 

Robert L. Gordon III, deputy assistant secretary for 
military, community and family policy, told the Pentagon 
Channel and American Forces Press Service that “the 
memorandum is designed to help ensure oversight in DOD-
funded education, and ensure service members can make 
informed choices about their education.” 

DOD’s tuition assistance program funds post-secondary 
education for current service members, and is separate from 
the veteran education benefits available through the Post-9/11 
GI Bill. 

About 320,000 service members across the force currently 
use tuition assistance, Gordon said, and tuition assistance costs 
totaled $545 million in fiscal 2011. 

The program helps build a more ready force, he said. 
“A knowledge-based force … that continues to learn and 

grow, is of course more ready to defend this country,” Gordon 
said. “It is also about ensuring that our service members are 
able to acquire the knowledge and the education so that once 
they leave the service, they can be very competitive for jobs in 
a 21st-century economy.” 

The opportunity to pursue a college degree also helps 
service members become self-fulfilled, he added. 

While more than 1,900 schools have signed the 
memorandum, Gordon said, DOD officials hope the deadline 

extension will allow even more schools to participate, 
increasing the choices available to service members. 

Key provisions of the memorandum require that schools 
provide timely course enrollment, withdrawal and cancellation 
information and grades, as well as an evaluated education plan 
outlining the courses needed for a degree. 

The agreement also addresses course credit transfer, limits 
academic residency requirements and requires schools to 
evaluate military training and experience for course credit. 

Military members typically change duty stations at least 
every three years, and may change schools more than once 
while pursuing a degree. 

Gordon said the memorandum “focuses on the kinds of 
rules applied to our military service members … ensuring that 
they have every opportunity to earn a degree, because of the 
uniqueness of the military lifestyle.” 

Gordon noted that service members enrolled in any 
Department of Education-accredited school can currently 
receive tuition assistance, within program guidelines. That 
eligibility will continue through the coming months, whether 
or not a service member’s school has signed the 
memorandum, he added. 

Gordon emphasized tuition assistance remains available 
for service members. 
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28. La. Lawmakers May Enhance Veterans’ Benefits 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 15 DEC 11) ... Melinda Deslatte 

BATON ROUGE, La. — Lawmakers are considering 
whether to broaden a program for permanently disabled 
veterans and to loosen rules on Louisiana’s free college tuition 
program so more veterans can be eligible, members of the 
House and Senate veterans affairs committees said Thursday. 

The more complex matter involves a program for 
Louisiana National Guard soldiers who become permanently 
disabled on active duty. 

They are eligible for $100,000 under current law, but 
disabled soldiers say the criteria are too strict and don’t reflect 
when guardsmen are deemed permanently disabled by federal 
officials. A lawsuit has been filed over the matter. 

“We’re the veterans that served in the beginning couple 
years of the war. We’re the veterans who fell through the 
crack,” said Chad Battles of Gretna, who served in Iraq from 
2004-05 as a member of the Louisiana National Guard. 

Battles, who has suffered spinal cord and knee injuries, is 
one of the soldiers who filed a lawsuit challenging the state 
eligibility criteria for the $100,000 disability payment. He said 
he’s been declared permanently and totally disabled by federal 
officials, but it took four years for the determination so he 
wasn’t deemed eligible for the state payment. 

Louisiana Department of Veterans Affairs Secretary Lane 
Carson said state law makes few disabled veterans able to 
receive the $100,000 payment. Two people have been paid, 
and another dozen have been denied. 

Carson told lawmakers that current statute is tied to a 
federal determination that a guardsman was considered 100 
percent permanently and totally disabled, and that decision 

must be when federal veterans officials make the initial 
assessment of a person’s condition, even if that assessment is 
changed later. 

The state also gives $250,000 to families of Louisiana 
National Guard soldiers who died while on active duty since 
Sept. 11, 2001. Both the death and disability benefits apply 
only to Louisiana National Guard members and their relatives, 
not to members of the Army or other military branches. 

The second situation under review by lawmakers is 
tweaking the standards for the TOPS program, the Taylor 
Opportunity Program for Students, to make soldiers who re-
enlisted eligible for the free tuition aid when they leave the 
military. 

Under current law, students have one year from the time 
they graduate high school to be able to receive the TOPS 
scholarship. Those who enter a branch of military service 
immediately after high school are given five years to continue 
TOPS eligibility. 

But the law doesn’t allow a veteran to re-enlist and 
receive a TOPS award after the completion of service, said 
Melanie Amrhein, executive director of the Louisiana Office 
of Student Financial Assistance. 

Sen. Robert Adley, R-Benton, chairman of the Senate 
veterans affairs committee, said veterans should be eligible for 
TOPS, even if they re-enlist for a longer stint in the military. 

Adley said lawmakers will revisit these provisions to 
decide whether they will file proposals to change both the 
disability payment and TOPS eligibility requirements in the 
2012 legislative session. 
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29. Coronado Holds Safety Stand Down 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 15 DEC 11) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Spencer Mickler, Naval Base Coronado Public 
Affairs 

SAN DIEGO -- Sailors stationed aboard Naval Base 
Coronado (NBC) attended a holiday safety stand down 
briefing at the base theater, Dec. 14. 

The holiday safety stand down is an annual event held by 
the NBC Safety Office to help minimize the risk of potential 
accidents or injuries during the holidays. 

"This event was all about preparing the Sailors and 
civilians aboard NBC to have a safe holiday," said Ryan 
Hilliard, NBC safety specialist. "We wanted to raise 
awareness of holiday hazards like suicide, fires and drunk 
driving." 

The safety stand down marks the beginning of the holiday 
leave period in which many Sailors travel out of state to be 
with family and friends. 

"We provide tips on safe travel, traffic safety, fire 
prevention and suicide prevention," said Gwenevere Ray, 
NBC safety director. "We want everyone to have a safe and 
happy Christmas." 

"The brief was good for everyone, it gives us all an idea 
of what to expect when leaving the base and going on leave," 
said Master-at-Arms 1st Class (EXW/SW/AW) Michael 
Daley. "We hear things like this from our friends and family, 
but it's good to hear it come from the chain of command." 

The Safety Office brought in guest speakers from the 
California Highway Patrol, Fleet and Family Support Center, 
Federal Fire, and special guest retired Marine Corps Gunnery 
Sgt., and actor, R. Lee Ermey. 

Ermey, who has acted in the film "Full Metal Jacket," 
joined as a special guest speaker to encourage Sailors to be 
safe. After the brief, Ermey stayed to sign autographs and take 
photos with Sailors. 

"It's awesome to have someone who's put on a uniform 
and served in the military come back and see us after they've 
become famous," said Daley. 

The holiday stand down will continue until after the New 
Year. 
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30. DoD CIO Honors IT Professionals 
(FEDERAL TIMES 15 DEC 11) ... Nicole Johnson 

Information technology played a vital role in the Defense 
Department’s immediate response to the Japanese tsunami this 
spring. 

DoD military services relied heavily on data, video and 
voice technology to quickly exchange information with the 
Japanese about available fuel, food, water and radiological 
activity at the disaster cite. 

Without the proper IT in place, including a functioning 
network, it would have been impossible for the commander to 
do his job, whether disaster relief or humanitarian efforts, said 
U.S. Navy Capt. Craig Goodman, who is stationed at Yokota 
Air Base in Japan. The technology provided a common 
operational picture of the impacted areas, where U.S.forces 
were located and where the needs were. 

Goodman and his directorate, along with several other 
DoD and contractor personnel stationed at the Pentagon and 
overseas, were recognized Thursday by the DoD chief 
information officer for their achievements in IT and 
information management. 

There were more than 70 nominations for the DoD CIO 
award, and winners were selected for their work in several IT 

areas, including acquisition, information sharing and data 
management and cyber operations. 

“It just demonstrates the breadth of how we have to 
deploy technology but also the talent that we have to have 
everywhere in the world to make it happen,” DoD CIO Teri 
Takai said. 

Takai said DoD is working to deliver IT faster, but the 
process often times is bogged down by DoD’s own internal 
procedures. She highlighted one winning team that was 
recognized for using a method called agile development to 
provide useful technology in smaller increments and faster. 
Considering the push to drive down administrative costs 
within DoD, Takai said the department has to find ways to 
provide IT for less. 

“The individuals that won these awards have 
demonstrated that by being innovative and by looking at the 
way they’re doing things they can deliver..[and be] cost 
effective and efficient,” Takai said. 

View the individual and team winners. 
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31. Therapy Dogs At Walter Reed 
(YOUTUBE 15 DEC 11) ... U.S. Navy 

Marine Sgt. Archie, a therapy dog at Walter Reed 
National Military Medical Center, takes us through a "day in 
the life" of the hospital's dogs. 

View Clip (RT: 1:40) 
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32. The Frontlines of Veteran Suicide 
(CNN 15 DEC 2011) 

Did you realize that 20% of all suicides right here in the 
United States are veterans? 

These are the men and women who bravely fought for our 
country each and every day. Hundreds of suicide calls come 

into the crisis suicide hotline. We went behind the scenes at 
the veterans administration. And the day we happened to be 
there, two suicide calls came in. 

View Clip (RT: 3:22) 
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33. Southern Colorado Sailor Returns From Year Deployment 
Ahead of a homecoming for 200 Ft. Carson soldiers, a local Sailor arrived to a warm welcome at the 
Colorado Springs Airport Thursday night. 
(KKTV CBS COLORADO SPRINGS 15 DEC 11) ... David Nancarrow 

Ahead of a homecoming for 200 Ft. Carson soldiers, a 
local Sailor arrived to a warm welcome at the Colorado 
Springs Airport Thursday night. 

“I’m ecstatic to be home,” said PO3 Kyle Curran. 
This Sailor's welcome was made warm by his mother and 

a small group of friends and co-workers. Two members of the 
Patriot Guard stood by with American flags. 

“Just knowing he’s on American soil and has done his 
part for his country-he is my hero,” said his mother, Clara. 

Curran spent 12 months in the Middle East providing 
physical security in support of operation Iraqi Freedom, which 
officially came to an end Thursday. 

"The morale is skyrocketing, but the mission is still there 
and the mission is still going that's what we need to still 
know,” Curran said. “It's not over until everyone is home." 

Curran serves with the Navy Operational Support Center 
based out of Ft. Carson. Four other Sailors with the command 
also were a part of the year-long mission overseas. 
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34. PACAF Commander Visits Naval War College 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 15 DEC 11) ... Teresa Sullivan, U.S. Naval War College Public Affairs 

NEWPORT, R.I. -- Commander, Pacific Air Forces, 
visited the U.S. Naval War College Dec. 15, to address 
students and faculty on leadership and joint cooperation. 

During his visit, Gen. Gary L. North shared his views of 
leadership developed over two decades in the U.S. Air Force. 

Lectures such as this underscore the core responsibilities 
of the Navy's mission outlined in the chief of naval operations' 
Sailing Directions to assure joint operational access and 
sustain cooperative relationships. 

"My challenge to you is to ask yourself every day how 
you can make a difference and how you can contribute more," 
said North, who is responsible for Air Force activities 
supporting 45,000 personnel serving in Hawaii, Alaska, 
Guam, Korea and Japan. 

Whether serving in a joint or a service command, North 
said there are three things that are key for a leader to succeed: 
understand the purpose for which the organization exists, be 
the expert in the workplace and be a team player. 

"In the military we have Airmen, Soldiers, Sailors and 
Marines who know their mission, but might not know 

everyone else's," said North. "It is easy for thinking to 
stovepipe and for leaders to only see what's in their lane, but 
we all need to understand 'jointness.' You've got to know your 
own service, and know the other services better. That's what's 
great about being here in a joint, educational environment." 

There are currently 54 Air Force officers enrolled in 
NWC's ten-month tour of academic and strategic study as part 
of their professional military development. 

"The Naval War College provides an outstanding 
opportunity for Air Force officers to prepare for the next level 
of leadership by broadening their understanding of strategy, 
policy and war, of national security affairs, and of joint-
military operations," said Col. Phil Haun, NWC senior Air 
Force advisor, and one of 13 Air Force faculty and staff 
members. "Our officers leave here with not only a Masters of 
Art in national security and strategic studies, but more 
importantly having formed lasting professional and personal 
relationships across services and around the globe." 
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35. Ex-Navy Diver Gets 12 Years In Prison For Son's Death 
(HONOLULU STAR-ADVERTISER 15 DEC 11) ... Ken Kobayashi 

A former Navy diver was sentenced Wednesday to 12 
years in military prison for involuntary manslaughter and 
assault in the 2009 death of his 14-month-old son. 

Matthew McVeigh was also sentenced to a dishonorable 
discharge, a reduction in rank to the lowest level of E-1 and 
forfeiture of all pay and allowances. 

McVeigh, 26, was on trial at Joint Base Pearl Harbor-
Hickam on a charge of murdering Brayden McVeigh and 
would have faced a life term in prison if convicted. 

But the miliary jury returned its verdict Tuesday after 
about nine hours of deliberations in finding McVeigh guilty of 
the lesser charge of involuntary manslaughter and assault, 
according to Navy officials. 

The manslaughter charge carried a prison term of up to 15 
years and the assault up to two years. 

The same jury of seven junior officers also heard 
arguments on sentencing Wednesday morning and later started 

deliberating before reaching its 12-year sentence in the 
afternoon. 

McVeigh will temporarily be held at the Ford Island brig 
pending transfer to a military prison on the mainland, Navy 
officials said. 

"The Navy was committed to assuring a fair trial and that 
the interest of justice was paramount," spokeswoman Agnes 
Tauyan of Navy Region Hawaii said in a written statement. 

"The Navy Ohana is saddened by the loss of Brayden 
McVeigh." 

Under military law, McVeigh's convictions are 
automatically appealed to the Navy Marine Corps Court of 
Criminal Appeals in Washington, D.C. 

McVeigh was accused of striking Brayden on the head 
and shaking him at their Ford Island home. 

The boy suffered massive hemorrhaging and a severely 
swollen brain, according to Navy prosecutors. 
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He was found unresponsive at the home on Sept. 18, 
2009, and pronounced brain-dead two days later. 

In the opening of the trial, prosecutor Lt. James Toohey 
told the jury that McVeigh was stressed and overworked on 
the job and at home, and was facing financial problems and 
his wife's drug use. 

McVeigh took out his problems on his young son in a 
pattern of escalating violence that included bruises, a broken 
arm and finally death, Toohey said. 

Navy Cmdr. David Norkin, McVeigh's attorney, 
suggested his client's former wife, April, might have been 
responsible. Norkin told the jury that the prosecution wouldn't 
be able to prove conclusively who killed the boy. 

April McVeigh, who was not charged in the case, testified 
during the trial and denied killing her son or shaking him. 

Matthew McVeigh did not take the witness stand. 
He was a diver assigned to SEAL Delivery Vehicle Team 

1 at Pearl Harbor at the time of his son's death. 
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FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
36. Remote Minehunting System For LCS Reaches Milestone 
(DEFENSE DAILY 16 DEC 11) 

A remote minehunting unmanned system designed to 
quickly find mines for the Littoral Combat Ship (LCS) 
recently completed a key reliability milestone during testing, 
the Navy said yesterday. 

The Remote Minehunting System (RMS) completed the 
testing last month at Lockheed Martin’s facilities off the coast 
of Palm Beach, Fla. 

The system underwent 500 hours of offshore testing that 
included line-of-sight and over-the-horizon communications 
checks and full exercise of vehicle control, mobility, 
maneuvering, and sonar towing capability. 

The tests were completed six weeks early, Naval Sea 
Systems Command (NAVSEA) said. The RMS is part of the 
LCS's mission modular package for mine countermeasures. 

The RMS is to conduct rapid searches of bottom and moored 
mines from the deepwater to shallow water and help identify 
safe routes around potential minefields. 

"Initial analysis of the data indicates that we have met or 
surpassed all testing and program objectives and we obtained 
the required data needed to proceed to the next phase," Steve 
Lose, the RMS program manager, said. 

The RMS is a combination of the Remote Multi Mission 
Vehicle (RMMV), coupled with the towed AN/AQS-20A 
mine-hunting sonar system. 

The RMMV is an unmanned, autonomous, semi-
submersible, high endurance, low-visibility system that will be 
operated and maintained from the LCS, NASVEA said. 
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37. RFP Delay Not Expected To Push Back NGEN Transition 
(DEFENSE DAILY 16 DEC 11) ... Mike McCarthy 

The Navy's delay of the release of the final request for 
proposals (RFP) for the successor to the Navy Marine Corps 
Intranet (NMCI) shouldn't disrupt the timeframe for 
transitioning to the new system, the service said. 

Space and Naval Warfare Command (SPAWAR) said late 
last week it was delaying the Dec. 21 release until at least after 
January to give industry time to review and comment on 
revisions to the RFP for the Next Generational Enterprise 
Network (NGEN). 

"At this time, there is no anticipated change to the overall 
program schedule for contract award and transition of the 
network," SPAWAR spokesman Steven Davis said yesterday. 
"With respect to the release of the NGEN RFP, any changes 
will be made public when they are approved and finalized." 

Two sections of the document were revised to refine 
requirements and the postponement was needed because they 
play a significant role in detailing instructions to potential 
bidders over how to construct their proposals, Davis said. 

As the schedule currently stands, SPAWAR is to 
announce a winner for competition by the end of 2012 and 
complete the transition from NMCI to NGEN no later than 
April 2014. 

Hewlett Packard is competing to hold on to the services it 
provided under NMCI. Harris Corp. and Computer Sciences 
Corp. have assembled a team seeking to unseat the incumbent 
bidder. 

The total value of the contracts over the five-year period 
is expected to be $10 billion if all four options are exercised 
annually. 
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38. Panetta Orders Strategy Planners To Sign Non-Disclosures Forms 
(BLOOMBERG GOVERNMENT 16 DEC 11) ... Tony Capaccio 

U.S. Defense Secretary Leon Panetta has ordered officials 
preparing the military’s new strategy to sign documents 
promising not to disclose information about it. 

Panetta last week required non-disclosure forms because 
of “the complexity and interconnectedness” between the 
strategy review and final budget decisions for fiscal years 
2013 to 2017, Assistant Secretary of Defense for Public 
Affairs Douglas Wilson said in an e-mail. 

The Pentagon for months has been reviewing U.S. 
military strategy, worldwide troop deployments, missions, 
national security risks and force structure as it seeks as much 
as $488 billion in reductions through 2021. 

The overall 2012-2021 defense plan calls for $5.65 
trillion in spending, according to the Office of Management 
and Budget. A $488 billion reduction amounts to an 8.5 
percent cut. 
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Wilson did not characterize the forms as an effort to stop 
unauthorized disclosures to the news media. “This was a 
‘final- stages’ initiative developed by senior leadership and 
approved by the Secretary to ensure the final decision-making 
process remains tracked to strategy and analysis,” he said in 
the e-mail. 

The forms echo a practice instituted by then-Defense 
Secretary Robert Gates in February 2009 -- two months before 
he unveiled reductions to and cancellations of major weapons 
programs as part of the Obama administration’s first budget. 

Panetta is requiring the forms near the end of the strategy 
review. 

Panetta will start disclosing some of the strategic review 
conclusions next month. The formal budget with specific 
program recommendations will be released in February. 

“Secretary Panetta views these agreements as critical to 
ensuring that decisions remain driven by strategy and 
analysis,” Wilson said. 

“That said, the Secretary is quite pleased with the 
openness and collaboration that has been built into the process 
this year, which include regular and detailed consultations 
with the service secretaries and service chiefs, the combatant 
commanders, and many other senior leaders,” he said. 

Still, “it seems heavy-handed and a poor substitute for 
internal discipline but selective disclosures can also skew the 
budget process in unhealthy ways,” Steven Aftergood, an open 
government advocate and editor of the Federation of 
American Scientists “Secrecy News” on-line publication. 

“This is what they feel they have to do. It doesn’t prevent 
the rest of us from trying to get the information we need,” 
Aftergood said. 

There’s an “argument to be made for confidentiality in the 
planning process, but if the Pentagon is going to ratchet up the 
secrecy in the planning stage I hope they will also ratchet up 
openness once the proposed budget is completed and provide 
increased public access to defense budget data,” Aftergood 
said. 
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39. Marines To Small Biz: Step Up Your Game 
(NATIONAL DEFENSE 15 DEC 11) ... Eric Beidel 

FREDERICKSBURG, Va. – If small businesses want to 
win Marine Corps contracts in this uncertain budget climate, 
they will have to fight even harder to get noticed. 

The service isn’t going to bend over backwards for them. 
“Step up,” Brig. Gen. Frank L. Kelley, commander of 

Marine Corps Systems Command, told an industry crowd Dec. 
14 at a National Defense Industrial Association Small 
Business Opportunities conference. 

Kelley and the command’s executive director, John D. 
Burrows, challenged business owners to go beyond current 
efforts to sell their products and services. Despite budget 
concerns, there will be plenty of opportunities for small firms 
to do business with the Marine Corps, officials said. But 
companies need to do their homework first and understand 
how the service is changing as the wars of the last decade end. 

“We’re going back to the Pacific; we’re going back to the 
expeditionary; we’re going back to our Naval heritage — our 
Naval roots,” Kelley said. 

Industry will have to conduct market research and act fast 
given the changing needs, Burrows said. 

“A lot of this will be pop-up targets, and you have to be 
able to engage quickly,” he said. 

A variety of MCSC acquisition leaders were on hand to 
meet with companies and discuss the command’s needs. 
Whether they oversaw the buying of ground vehicles, arms, 
robots or body armor, officials repeated two priorities 
throughout the day: weight and energy. 

These two subjects crept into most of the discussion of 
business opportunities, which ran the gamut from turning all 
vehicles into optionally manned or unmanned platforms to 
upgrading explosive ordnance disposal kits. 

Other areas where officials saw a role for small 
businesses: improved batteries, nonlethal weapons, 
lightweight body armor, constructing urban villages for 
training and installing new targets in all of the service’s 
ranges. 

Smaller companies could even get in on one of the 
Defense Department’s largest acquisition program since 
World War II, officials said. 

Since its inception in 2006, the program office for Mine-
Resistant Ambush-Protected vehicles has grown from 17 
employees to more than 1,500. About 27,000 vehicles have 
been built in that time. The program thus far had essentially 
been closed off to small businesses, but not anymore, said Carl 
Bradshaw, a contracting officer for MRAP. 

“At first our goal was to build the trucks,” he said. “Now 
these vehicles are becoming a program of record and they 
need support for their sustainability. That is where now we are 
transitioning and we’ll be coming out with a lot more 
procurement requirements to support the program for small 
businesses.” 

Of the 11 “buying” commands in the Navy, MCSC is 
probably the most accessible to small companies, officials 
said. But the Navy as a whole has been failing in its efforts to 
give contracts to smaller firms, they said. 

The “sweet spot” for small businesses comes in the form 
of contracts between $3,000 and $150,000, said Rear Adm. 
Sean F. Crean, director of the Navy’s small business 
programs. 

But just 54 percent of contracts within that range last year 
went to small businesses. That is the equivalent of an F-grade 
in school, Crean said. This year, the percentage is up to 65 
percent, a “D.” 

“We’ve got a ways to go before we make honor roll,” he 
said. 

Still, Kelley put the onus on industry, urging business 
owners to go the extra mile. Industry representatives should go 
beyond pitching products to engage officials in actual debate, 
he said. 

Businesses will know they are making progress if they 
can get MCSC officials to start drawing diagrams and 
scenarios on their white boards, Kelley said. 

“You better bring your game and your markers if you 
come into our office,” the general told one business owner. 
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But it isn’t easy for a small company to weave its way 
through the Pentagon’s multiple bureaucracies. One 
representative said that his company has a technology that 
could help detect fertilizer smuggled into Afghanistan to make 
bombs while still allowing the free flow of legal fertilizer that 
the local farming population depends on. But he ran into brick 
walls at the Marine Corps when trying to initiate a 
requirement for such a product. 

“We’re not looking for funding,” the executive said. The 
technology is commercially available and battlefield-proven, 
he said. He has been to Marine Corps bases and labs and has 
talked to Marines all over the country who say they want the 
technology. “Our challenge is getting it to them,” he said. 

Kelley gave the businessman kudos for the steps he had 
taken. 

“But there is something you’re not doing,” the general 
told him. “And that is getting in with our requirements guys to 
make it happen.” 

Kelley added: “You have to press. You have to press, 
press, press.” 

Small businesses may face even greater obstacles with 
defense spending on the chopping block. The Pentagon 
already has planned nearly $500 billion in reductions over the 
next decade. But if lawmakers remain deadlocked on how to 
lower the federal deficit, another $500 billion worth of 
automatic cuts will hit the Defense Department. 

That would be catastrophic, Rep. Rob Wittman, R-Va., a 
member of the House Armed Services Committee, said during 
a keynote address. It would take the United States from a 
superpower down to being a regional power, the congressman 
said. 

“The longer we let this go on, the more likely you are 
going to see budget scenarios coming out of the Pentagon that 
paint some pretty gloomy pictures,” Wittman said. “You will 
not, cannot, balance the budget or get anywhere close to that 
by saying, ‘Hey, listen, we’re just going to go after defense.’” 

Just the perception of a weakened U.S. military results in 
a more dangerous world, he said. 

Return to Index 
 
 

BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
40. Final Piece Of Puzzle Falls In Place At South Weymouth Air Base 
(QUINCY (MA) PATRIOT LEDGER 15 DEC 11) ... Jon Chesto 

BOSTON — The lead developer of the former South 
Weymouth Naval Air Station completed its $25 million 
acquisition of an 830-acre section of the property today. 

The Navy’s sale of the land to LNR Property LLC is a 
crucial step in LNR’s SouthField redevelopment at the former 
base. The Navy will remain responsible for environmental 
cleanup at the site. 

The deal gives LNR and the South Shore Tri-Town 
Development Corp., the agency working with LNR to develop 
the land, control over the entire base property. LNR already 
owned a 570-acre section of the 1,400-acre property, and it 
has already begun to divvy it up to developers. 

Residential construction has begun on the property, and 
people began moving into a relatively small cluster of 
townhouses and single-family homes there over the summer. 
More than 20 housing units have been completed. 

John M. Corcoran & Co. is building 226 apartments 
nearby, and Rogerson Communities plans to start work next 
year on a senior independent-living and nursing complex. 

Finding commercial tenants has been challenging for 
LNR and Tri-Town. Officials at both organizations say they 
hope that the progress on a crucial east-west parkway through 
the base will help spur interest. The first phase of that road 
project, which will connect Route 18 in Weymouth to 
Rockland, is almost finished. 

LNR’s ambitious SouthField project could take as long as 
a decade to complete. The Miami Beach, Fla.-based company 
envisions building nearly 2,900 housing units and up to 2 
million square feet of commercial space there. Planned 
amenities include a golf course, trails, a sports complex and a 
connection to the South Weymouth commuter rail station. 
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41. Letter Confirms P-8 Poseidon’s Coming To Whidbey 
(WHIDBEY (WA) NEWS TIMES 15 DEC 11) 

Any doubts that the new P-8 Poseidon surveillance 
aircraft will be coming to Whidbey Island Naval Air Station 
were dispelled today. 

The U.S. Navy still intends to base P-8As at Naval Air 
Station Whidbey Island by 2017, Rep. Rick Larsen and Sen. 
Patty Murray, announced early Thursday afternoon. 

Larsen and Murray said they received letters this week 
from Chief of Naval Operations Adm. Jonathan Greenert 
confirming the intent as outlined in the 2008 Department of 
Defense Record of Decision. 

Larsen, whose District 2 includes the Whidbey base, met 
with Greenert in October to urge the Navy to base the P-8As 
on Whidbey Island. Larsen and Murray also joined other 
members of the Washington Congressional delegation in 
writing a letter to Greenert with the request in September. 

“The Navy’s renewed statement of intent to base the P-
8As at Naval Air Station Whidbey Island is great news for the 
Whidbey community,” Larsen said in a joint press release with 
Murray. “It is also the right decision for our national security. 
The P-8As will serve a vital role in our pivot to the Asia-
Pacific region as a focus of security and economic interests. 
Whidbey Island is without a doubt the right place for these 
aircraft. I am going to keep the Navy’s feet to the fire to make 
sure they follow through on this plan so vital to Whidbey and 
the United States.” 

“This is good for the Navy, good for our defense, and 
good for the region,” said Senator Murray. “Whidbey will be a 
great home for to the P-8As and I’m pleased the Navy has 
recognized the many advantages of the base.” 
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In his letters to Larsen and Murray, Greenert wrote, 
“NASWI has a long history as a model Department of Defense 
installation, that is essential for Navy operations, and has a 

very positive impact on the local community and Pacific 
Northwest region.” 
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42. U.S. Senate OKs Budget Cut For Okinawa Marines Relocation To Guam 
(KYODO NEWS 16 DEC 11) 

WASHINGTON -- The U.S. Senate on Thursday 
approved the defense authorization bill for fiscal 2012 through 
next September which includes cutting the entire $150 million 
funding for the planned transfer of some 8,000 U.S. Marines 
from Okinawa Prefecture in Japan to Guam. 

The Senate voted 86 to 13 for the key defense spending 
bill, making it almost certain the legislation will become law, 
as President Barack Obama has said he will not veto the bill. 

The U.S. Congress' move will likely deal a further blow to 
a bilateral plan to relocate the Marine Corps' Futenma Air 
Station within the Japanese prefecture, as the package deal 
includes the transfer of Marines to Guam. 

The U.S. House of Representatives approved the $662 
billion defense spending bill on Wednesday night by a 283 to 
136 vote. 

Japan and the United States remain committed to 
relocating the Futenma base within Okinawa. Japanese 
Foreign Minister Koichiro Gemba and U.S. Secretary of State 
Hillary Clinton are expected to reaffirm the policy to stick to 
the current plan when they hold talks in Washington next 
Monday. 

But now the prospects for implementing the relocation 
plan appear grim, as Congress rejected funding requested by 
the U.S. government and fierce opposition remains among 
Okinawa residents. 

Calling the current relocation plan "unfeasible and 
unrealistic," some U.S. lawmakers have proposed integrating 
the Futenma base with the U.S. Air Force's Kadena air base in 
Okinawa, but policymakers of both countries dismissed the 
proposal, which has already been studied. 
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43. Twelve Finalists Share More Than $1 Million In ONR STEM Challenge Funding 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 15 DEC 11) ... Dave Nystrom, Office of Naval Research 

ARLINGTON, Va. -- The Office of Naval Research 
(ONR) announced Dec. 15 it selected 12 winners from more 
than 125 entries in its Sponsoring Scholars in Science 
challenge, which was a highlight of the 2011 Naval STEM 
Forum. 

The program is aimed at generating innovative projects 
that cultivate student interest and participation in science, 
technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM). This 
supports ONR's goal of growing the pipeline of future 
scientists and engineers for the naval workforce. 

Winning proposals were selected from seven topic areas 
supporting K-12, higher education and education research. 

"This was a difficult task with so many good initiatives to 
review and rank," said Dr. Michael Kassner, ONR's director of 
research. "Ideas ranged from hands-on STEM kits to academic 
curricula to various competitions. Ultimately, the selection 
board chose the ideas with the most follow-on potential and 
those most closely aligned to the secretary of the Navy's 
STEM goals." 

The finalists are from across the country and represent the 
education, scientific and business communities. Each will 
receive a research grant worth up to $100,000. Their ideas 
reflect both creativity and the needs posed by different 
geographic regions and education levels. 

Chance Gower is the career technical and education 
instructional specialist for the South Kitsap School District in 
Port Orchard, Wash. He and Sara Hatfield, a teacher at South 
Kitsap High School, collaborated to submit a winning entry 
that will expand the Advanced Placement (AP) environmental 
science curriculum with real, hands-on renewable energy 
projects. 

"Our STEM initiative will challenge students to design 
and install renewable energy systems on the grounds of the 
high school," said Gower. "We are partnering with Puget 
Sound Naval Shipyard and Intermediate Maintenance Facility, 

whose engineers volunteer to work with students to optimize 
designs and help with installation." 

Hatfield added: "The first project is to plan, design and 
install a marine-grade wind turbine that will actually help 
power the school and supply electricity to the grid. This brings 
real math and engineering challenges into the classroom. The 
ONR grant will enable us to have the turbine up and running 
this school year." 

The winners and their STEM initiatives are: 

 Luke Shorty, Maine School of Science and 
Mathematics-"The Polaris Project: Navigating 
Toward Energy Efficiency in Northern Maine" 

 Chance Gower, South Kitsap School District-"South 
Kitsap AP Environment Science Renewable Energy" 

 Tim Turner, American Society for Engineering 
Education-"The Creation of a Prototype STEM 
Advocacy" 

 Dale Lumme, Navy League of the United States 
Navy-"STEM Advocacy Education Kit" 

 Dianna McAtee, The Infinity Project-"Designing a 
STEM Advocacy Education Kit" 

 Judith Stull, Temple University-"Advocacy Kits for 
Professional Development and Beyond" 

 Cori Lathan, AnthroTronix-"A High-Tech Modeling 
and Simulation Platform for STEM Education" 

 Jason Summers, Applied Research in Acoustic LLC-
"WaveQuest: An Interactive 3D Game for Learning" 

 Keegan Cooke, Keego Technologies-"Integrating 
Underwater Energy Harvesting Technologies with 
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[Unmanned Underwater Vehicles (UUVs)]: A 
Student Design Competition" 

 Tadd Truscott, Brigham Young University-"Peer-
Instructive Instrumentation Development for 
SeaPerch: Undergraduates Teaching K-12 Through 
Hands-on Experience" 

 Lewis Hart, Adaptive Methods, Inc.-
"PhysicsFun4K24" 

 Lindsey Groark, Southern Methodist University-
"STEM Advocacy Kit for STEM Web Portals" 
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44. USS Pearl Harbor Sailors And Marines Take Part In Community Service Project 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 15 DEC 11) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Dominique Pineiro, Amphibious Squadron 5 
Public Affairs 

SIHANOUKVILLE, Cambodia -- Sailors assigned to the 
amphibious dock landing ship USS Pearl Harbor (LSD 52) 
and embarked Marines of the 11th Marine Expeditionary Unit 
(MEU) took time out of their day Dec. 15., to participate in a 
community service project at the Help the Children of 
Cambodia (HtCC) Goodwill Center. 

The HtCC center is a refuge for children to participate in 
recreational games such as dancing, gardening, English 
language classes and various other activities, instead of 
possibly roaming the streets or being exposed to human 
trafficking. 

Henrik Olsson, the founder of the HtCC, said the program 
allows the children to develop important and necessary skills 
for the future. 

"Many kids are not allowed to be kids," said Olsson. 
"Some parents tell their kids to go through garbage bin and go 
sell things on the beach. This is a center where they can 
always find some friends, play and take part in all the different 
activities." 

Sailors and Marines took part in the project by playing 
games, coloring and dancing with the kids. 

"I'm having a wonderful time right now," said Lance Cpl. 
Arthur Thomas. "I enjoy helping them be children again; they 
want to be kids and have fun." 

Personnel Specialist 2nd Class Richel Mila echoed 
Thomas' sentiments and said the military's role is not just for 
warfighting, but also to provide humanitarian assistance. 

"They're happy to see us and interact with us even though 
we don't speak the same language," said Mila. "We're helping 
bridge the cultural gap." 

According to the HtCC's official website, in addition to 
being a refuge, the center also serves as medical helpline 
where children who are sick and injured are referred for 
medical treatment funded by the program. 

Pearl Harbor deployed Nov. 14 in support of the Navy's 
Maritime Strategy and is currently conducting theater security 
cooperation missions in the U.S. 7th Fleet area of 
responsibility (AOR). 

Pearl Harbor, along with amphibious assault ship USS 
Makin Island (LHD 8) and amphibious transport dock ship 
USS New Orleans (LPD 18), make up the Makin Island 
Amphibious Ready Group (ARG). 
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45. Navy Announces Third Military Housing Forum In Yorktown 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 15 DEC 11) 

YORKTOWN - The Navy has announced a third forum 
for residents this week to discuss concerns about mold-
infested military housing. 

Forums have already been held in Norfolk and Virginia 
Beach and about 40 families attended the first meeting in 
Virginia Beach. A third will be held on Monday from 6 p.m. 
to 7:30 p.m. at Lincoln Community Center at Yorktown. 

Military families living in Lincoln Military Housing 
complexes in Norfolk and Virginia Beach have complained 
that the company – which operates thousands of housing units 
on land leased from the Navy – has ignored or mishandled 
complaints of water damage and mold inside of some of the 
properties. 

U.S. Rep. Scott Rigell toured some of the affected homes 
last week. Rigell, Rep. Bobby Scott and Sen. Mark Warner 
met with concerned residents Sunday and demanded action. 

The forums are designed to give residents "an opportunity 
to learn about what military resources are available to them to 
locate appropriate rental housing and resolve landlord/tenant 
issues," according to a news release. Navy and Lincoln 
Military Housing officials have been attending the forums 
along with representatives from Navy and Marine Corps 
Public Health and Fleet and Family Readiness. 

Broadcast Clip - Navy Begins Testing Mold In 
Military Housing 

(WVEC ABC NORFOLK 15 DEC 11) Karen Hopkins 
and David Ham 

The Navy says it has begun conducting tests on mold in 
some of its military housing units. 

The Navy and Lincoln Military Housing began testing 
with the contracted Marine Chemist Services out of Newport 
News on Thursday. The tests are being conducted in 12 
Lincoln Military homes. Nine of the 12 homes previously had 
testing completed by LMH contractor Apex. 

The testing began Thursday with two homes. Navy 
Facilities Engineering Command expects to see the results of 
those tests within five business days. 

Testing of the homes will continue in intervals of two per 
day beginning Friday and they will hold further testing on 
Tuesday, Thursday and Friday of next week. The testing 
included mold testing in the form of visual inspections, air 
sampling and tape samplings. 

The Navy has approval for LMH to contract any 
additional inspections with Froehling & Robertson, Inc. in 
Richmond in order to identify homes needing further testing. 

Navy Region Mid-Atlantic is responsible for the 
operation of Navy installations from North Carolina to Maine, 
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and provides support programs and services for the fleet, 
fighter and family. 

The Navy on Wednesday outlined the steps that it is 
taking to help local military families who have expressed 
concerns of mold and maintenance issues in homes managed 
by Lincoln Military Housing. 

Lincoln has owned and managed the former Navy 
housing communities since 2005. 

The Navy indicated in a news release that representatives 
have met individually over the past several weeks with 
families who had come forward to make sure their immediate 
needs and concerns were resolved. 

In some cases this has involved the relocation of families. 
The Navy has hired an independent, third-party mold 

inspector to do re- inspections of the houses that Lincoln had 
previously inspected. Navy said it would approve all mold 
inspection companies used by Lincoln. 

Service members and families have been invited to 
housing forums to be held Wednesday and Thursday nights to 
meet with Navy leaders, ask questions and get information 
about the Navy resources and advocates available to help 
resolve housing concerns or problems. 

The Navy says it is communicating with area commands, 
ombudsmen and family support groups to ensure they are 
aware of the housing resources available to support Sailors 
and their families at both the Fleet and Family Service Centers 
and Navy Housing Welcome Centers. 

In the release, the Navy indicated it is working with 
Lincoln to establish Resident Advisory Boards in each 
community that will include service members and families. 

The Navy is also increasing its oversight of Lincoln's 
maintenance processes to ensure responsive, effective repairs 
are made to the homes largely rented by military members. 

"People do have a big concern about mold, and we need 
to do a better job of responding and a better job of 
communicating with the residents," said Rear Adm. Kevin 
Slates. 

Slates said top Navy officials learned about the 
complaints of mold-infested units at Lincoln Military Housing 
in early November. Lincoln owns and manages the units but 
the Navy owns the land. 

The Navy says at least 30 families have complained about 
the mold, mildew and water issues. 

Representative Scott Rigell recently toured some of the 
mold-infested units and called them "disturbing" and 
"unacceptable." 

"We're working with them day to day right now, trying to 
get through it," said Jarl Bliss, president of Lincoln Military 
Housing. 

Bliss added Lincoln has paid per diem rates to put up 
families in temporary housing who have been displaced 
because of the mold-related issues. 

In reaction to complaints, the Navy says it is also hiring a 
licensed third party contractor to test units for any dangerous 
mold. 

"Both Lincoln and the Navy are taking a hard look at our 
internal practices and processes and say how did it get to this 
point before some of us senior folks were aware of it," said 
Rear Adm. Slates. 

A Navy spokeswoman says there is no evidence that 
black mold, which is toxic, has been found in any unit. 

"We may have lost a little bit of their trust over these few 
weeks and we're going to rebuild their trust one family at a 
time," said Bliss. 

Service members or families members who have 
unresolved housing issues are encouraged to contact the Navy 
Housing Welcome Centers. In the Virginia Beach/Norfolk 
area they can call 1-800-628-7510. On the Peninsula they can 
call 1-800-704-5488. 

View Clip (RT: 1:49) 
Broadcast Clip - Lincoln Military Management 

Working To Test Mold In Hampton Roads Locations 
(WTKR CBS NORFOLK 15 DEC 11) Laurie Simmons 
Lincoln Military Housing is now doing maintenance 

checks in every single home they own in Hampton Roads to 
check for mold problems. They're also providing free mold 
tests to anybody who asks, free of charge. 

So far, 586 inspections have been performed, but for 
some families, the inspections are vastly different depending 
on who does them. 

Now, more and more people are coming forward to talk 
about their mold problems in Lincoln Military Housing. 

Lincoln has since hired a new company, Frohling and 
Robertson out of Richmond that will be handling their entire 
free mold testing for residents from now on. 

View Clip (RT: 3:53) 
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NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
46. Bill Would Cut Fed Workforce To Delay DoD Cuts 
(DEFENSE DAILY 16 DEC 11) ... Emelie Rutherford 

The head of the House Armed Services Committee 
(HASC) joined with House Republicans, including the top 
defense budget person, in calling yesterday for reducing the 
federal workforce to fund a one-year reprieve from planned 
Pentagon budget cuts. 

HASC Chairman Howard "Buck" McKeon (R-Calif.) told 
congressional reporters the Down Payment To Protect 
National Security Act, which he introduced Wednesday, 
would delay the start of $1.2 trillion in longterm 
"sequestration" cuts to defense and domestic spending for a 
year. They are slated to start January 2013, per the Budget 
Control Act of 2011, because a congressional "super 

committee" failed last month to craft a plan to trim the nation's 
spending by at least $1.2 trillion over 10 years. 

"All I'm saying is let's push this back, at least a year," 
McKeon said. 

"We pay for it (with the legislation), and give some 
breathing room, some time to think about this to know what 
we're really doing. We've tried to solve this budget problem 
that's been accumulating for decades in one year....We just 
need a little...breathing room before we decimate our 
military." 

McKeon's legislation calls for reducing the federal 
workforce, including civilians in the Pentagon, by 10 percent 
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through attrition and then applying the savings to pay off the 
first year of sequestration cuts for both defense and non-
defense categories. His office said a 10 percent reduction 
could be achieved over a decade by only hiring one federal 
bureaucrat for every three who retire. The workforce 
reduction, he estimates, would save $127 billion; he wants 
$110 billion to pay for the one-year sequestration delay and 
$17 billion to reduce the deficit. 

"Our workforce, they're going to have to tighten their 
belts and pull back and let people go," he said. 

McKeon said the Down Payment To Protect National 
Security Act had 25 to 30 so-sponsors as of yesterday 
afternoon, including House Appropriations Defense 
subcommittee Chairman C.W. "Bill" Young (R-Fla.). 

Young, an original co-sponsor, joined a group of House 
Republicans at a press conference yesterday, where he 
highlighted the laborious work lawmakers and aides do to 
determine cuts to defense programs in appropriations bills. He 
talked of "hours and hours, days and days, weeks and weeks 
of going contract by contract, line by line, to find ways to 
reduce the funding without affecting readiness, without 
affecting the troops." 

Yet the sequestration cuts--which would slash $600 
billion in defense spending on top of the $450 billion 
reduction already approved--would indiscriminately cut the 
Pentagon's budget, he said. 

"Sequestration works differently," Young said. "You don't 
have that personal touch. You don't have that review that we 
would have as members of the committee. You would have a 
computer model of some kind (that) would go in and punch in 
a number, and...a number would come out, and that would be 
it." 

Young argued "national defense cannot be based on a 
political number, it can't be based on what you think you can 
pass or can't pass." 

"Your investment in national defense should be related 
specifically to what is the threat to our nation," he maintained. 

McKeon said he's worked with Sens. John McCain (R-
Ariz.), Jon Kyl (R-Ariz.), and Lindsey Graham (R-S.C.), who 
said yesterday they will unveil legislation next month intended 
to undo the plans for the sequestration cuts. The senators said 
they will identify $1.2 trillion in non-defense savings (Defense 
Daily, Dec. 15). 

McKeon said he does not have the support now of any 
Democrats. 

President Barack Obama said on Nov. 21, the day the 
super committee announced defeat, that he would "veto any 
effort to get rid of those automatic spending cuts to domestic 
and defense spending." He said he wanted congressional 
Democrats and Republicans to agree on a large-scale deficit-
cutting plan. Observers have different opinions on whether 
that veto threat would apply to McKeon's legislation and the 
plan the GOP senators are crafting. 
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47. Deference To The Generals Be Damned 
Republicans in Congress are pushing the Pentagon to do things it would rather not do. 
(NATIONAL JOURNAL 17 DEC 11) ... Yochi J. Dreazen 

Republican presidential candidates searching for a way to 
criticize President Obama’s handling of national security have 
settled on a simple formulation: The commander in chief, they 
charge, doesn’t listen to his generals. 

During a CBS News/National Journal debate last month, 
Mitt Romney accused Obama of overruling U.S. commanders 
in Afghanistan on how quickly to wind down the decade-long 
war because he was “looking at the calendar of the election.” 
Michele Bachmann has mocked Obama for ignoring the 
advice of Gen. John Allen, the top U.S. commander in Kabul, 
and listening solely to “Gen. Axelrod” -- meaning David 
Axelrod, his campaign strategist. Newt Gingrich says that 
Obama has an “extraordinary antimilitary prejudice” reflected 
in his alleged refusal to listen to his commanders. “This 
president is not a commander in chief in any normal sense,” 
Gingrich said at a September town-hall event. “He is a 
politician in chief.” 

Travel to Capitol Hill, however, and Gingrich’s fellow 
Republicans are regularly ignoring -- and, in some cases, 
deriding -- the nation’s top generals. Heading into an election 
year, GOP lawmakers are dropping their traditional deference 
to the Pentagon and openly questioning the judgment of the 
Defense Department’s senior civilian and military leadership. 

Pentagon officials and high-ranking lawmakers are 
sparring over how quickly U.S. troops should leave 
Afghanistan, the future shape and size of the defense budget, 
and how harsh a line the United States should take with 
Pakistan. Many lawmakers, for instance, want to cut U.S. aid 
to Islamabad in the belief that Pakistan isn’t doing enough to 

combat militants within its borders. Senior U.S. commanders 
such as Gen. Martin Dempsey, the chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, say that such measures would be 
counterproductive, but those arguments increasingly fall on 
deaf ears. 

Many lawmakers are unapologetic about challenging the 
opinions of senior commanders. “It’s very important to listen 
to and give due respect to military commanders when it comes 
to weapons systems, policy questions, or personnel issues, but 
that doesn’t mean that you just leave your brain at the door,” 
Rep. Mac Thornberry, R-Texas, the vice chairman of the 
House Armed Services Committee, said in an interview. “You 
have to make your own judgments.” 

The divisions between Congress and the Pentagon have 
become increasingly public. Earlier this month, the Senate 
passed a controversial amendment to the mammoth defense 
authorization bill giving the military responsibility for 
detaining and interrogating many suspected terrorists. The 
Pentagon lobbied hard against the measure, with senior 
officials warning that it would complicate ongoing terrorism 
probes and force the military to assume a role it wasn’t 
prepared to handle. Congress looked set to pass the measure 
anyway. 

Similar fights are certain to break out next year as the first 
wave of defense cutbacks force Pentagon officials to propose 
closing specific military bases or to eliminate costly weapons 
systems. Lawmakers concerned about job losses back home 
are certain to object, which could mean that Congress orders 
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the Pentagon to buy weapons and other equipment that its 
senior generals don’t want. 

“Most of the things the Pentagon buys are trucks, 
ammunition, and other supplies which don’t attract much 
public attention but are hugely important local issues for many 
lawmakers,” said Gordon Adams, a defense-budget expert at 
American University. He predicted battles in 2012 over 
whether the Pentagon will be allowed to scale back or cancel 
its planned purchases of expensive, next-generation 
armaments such as Virginia-class submarines, Osprey 
helicopter/plane hybrids, and certain models of the F-35 
fighter. Many senior commanders believe that the weapons 
aren’t necessary, given the likely nature of future U.S. 
conflicts and argue that the money could be better spent. But 
components for those systems are manufactured throughout 
the country, giving lawmakers from many states an incentive 
to overrule the Pentagon and preserve the programs. 

Not all of the fights between Congress and the Pentagon 
break down along partisan lines. The detainee provision drew 
support from prominent Democrats, including Senate Armed 
Services Committee Chairman Carl Levin of Michigan. The 
White House forced an array of changes to a measure backed 
by many Democrats before lifting its veto threat on 
Wednesday. 

Still, it’s mostly Republican lawmakers who have 
challenged the Pentagon’s top civilian and military leadership 
with unprecedented frequency and ferocity. During a 
contentious hearing last month about the end of the Iraq war, 
GOP Sen. John McCain of Arizona assailed Dempsey in 
unusually personal terms, charging that he had previously 

opposed the Iraq surge and warned of its failure. The error of 
Dempsey’s earlier assessment, McCain said, “obviously … 
affects the credibility” of his pronouncements today. 

These fights have steadily escalated in recent months, 
reflecting the increasing partisanship in Washington over 
closing the nation’s yawning budget deficit. During 
Congress’s recently futile search for $1.2 trillion in cuts, 
Republicans evidently preferred to cut as much as $600 billion 
in defense spending thr0ugh sequester rather than raise taxes 
on the rich. 

Many GOP lawmakers also accuse Obama of politicizing 
the Pentagon by effectively requiring senior Defense officials 
to espouse positions they don’t really hold. Rep. Tim Griffin 
of Arkansas, a reserve Army officer who serves on the Armed 
Services Committee, said in an interview, “A lot of times you 
have folks at the Pentagon simply mirroring what they sense 
to be the administration’s position.” Another committee 
Republican, Rep. Allen West of Florida, suggested that the 
White House was exercising “central control” instead of 
listening to what Pentagon officials are saying. 

At the White House and the Pentagon, officials reject 
such accusations, arguing that military officials give 
unvarnished recommendations that the administration listens 
to closely before deciding. The Constitution is clear about 
civilian control of the military, but many lawmakers have long 
preferred to essentially allow the military to chart its own 
course in Iraq and Afghanistan. 

Those days, however, have ended. As the wars wind 
down, congressional deference to the Pentagon is going down 
with them. 
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48. Pfc. Bradley Manning To Appear In Court In WikiLeaks Case 
The Army analyst is accused of releasing classified U.S. military reports and diplomatic cables the critics say 
did harm to U.S. troops and allies. 
(LOS ANGELES TIMES 15 DEC 11) ... Brian Bennett 

WASHINGTON - When U.S. Army Pfc. Bradley 
Manning walks into a military court Friday in Maryland, his 
many supporters and detractors will get their first glimpse of 
the soft-spoken Oklahoma native since his arrest in Iraq 19 
months ago. 

Manning is the only person charged with unauthorized 
release of more than half a million classified U.S. military 
reports and diplomatic cables from around the globe, as well 
as a 2007 video of a deadly U.S. helicopter attack in Baghdad, 
to the WikiLeaks website. 

Supporters see Manning as a whistle-blower who helped 
expose U.S. military misdeeds and energize protests against 
corrupt regimes. Critics condemn him as a villain who did 
immeasurable harm to U.S. troops and allies while America 
was at war. 

He has pleaded not guilty to charges of aiding the enemy, 
transmitting national defense information in violation of the 
Espionage Act, and more than 20 other criminal charges. If 
convicted, he could be sentenced to life in a military prison. 

His supporters will call for his release at a protest rally 
outside Fort Meade, Md., where his hearing is scheduled. 
Other demonstrations are planned this weekend in London, 
New York and Washington. 

Called an Article 32 hearing, the military proceedings are 
similar to a grand jury in the civilian justice system and may 

last a week or more. The presiding officer will recommend 
whether reasonable cause exists to proceed with a full court-
martial. 

"The bar is pretty low" for the case to move to trial, said 
Philip Cave, a retired Navy judge advocate who works in 
military courts as a civilian lawyer. 

Manning, who turns 24 on Saturday, was an intelligence 
analyst in Iraq. He had a top-secret security clearance and 
access to the Secret Internet Protocol Router Network, or 
SIPRNet, which is used by the U.S. government to transmit 
classified information. 

Prosecutors say he downloaded a vast haul of material 
from SIPRNet to his private computer, and then passed it to 
WikiLeaks. 

The material included several hundred thousand Army 
reports from Afghanistan and Iraq, some of which revealed 
civilian deaths not previously reported. Some reports 
identified secret intelligence sources, and publication may 
have put their lives in danger, U.S. officials said. 

Also released were more than 250,000 diplomatic cables 
from U.S. embassies around the world. Some included candid 
and embarrassing descriptions of foreign leaders, or revealed 
details of government corruption. Protesters in Tunisia and 
Egypt cited the U.S. cables as proof of regime corruption 
during the "Arab Spring" uprisings earlier this year. 
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WikiLeaks founder Julian Assange, 40, is fighting 
extradition from Britain to Sweden to face allegations of 
sexual assault, which he contends are a pretext to send him to 
the U.S. to be prosecuted for the leaks. Assange is not known 
to have been charged under U.S. law. 

Court documents indicate Manning's lawyers will try to 
show that officials exaggerated damage to U.S. security 
caused by the leaks, that the Army did not follow procedures 
for securing classified information and that the Army ignored 
signs that Manning suffered from mental health problems that 
may have made him a security risk. 

His lawyers told the court they may seek to call 48 
defense witnesses, including several high-profile figures, 
during the hearing. It is unlikely that senior U.S. officials will 
be compelled to testify, however, according to legal experts. 

Manning's lawyer, David E. Coombs, has asked that 
former Defense Secretary Robert M. Gates and Secretary of 
State Hillary Rodham Clinton testify about the effect of the 
disclosures, and he wants President Obama to testify about 
comments he made to a Manning supporter in April. 

"We're a nation of laws. We don't individually make our 
own decisions about how the laws operate…. He [Manning] 
broke the law," Obama said, according to a video of the 
exchange posted on YouTube. Coombs is expected to argue 
that Obama, as commander in chief, prejudiced any potential 
military jury and made a fair trial impossible. 

A soldier who served with Manning's unit in Iraq is 
expected to testify to Manning's "extreme emotional issues" 
and say that in 2009 he found Manning "curled in the fetal 
position in the brigade conference room, rocking himself back 
and forth," according to court documents. The names of 
witnesses are redacted in the public documents. 

Army psychological evaluations of Manning in 2009 and 
2010 concluded he was a risk to himself, according to defense 
documents, but his security clearance was not changed. 

Officials from Marine Corps Base Quantico in Virginia 
also may be called to testify about why Manning was held in 
solitary confinement for part of his pretrial detention. He was 
transferred in April to the Army Midwest Joint Regional 
Correctional Facility at Ft. Leavenworth, Kan. 

Some legal experts say the case shows how far the 
government will go to protect classified information even if its 
release proves more embarrassing or inconvenient than 
dangerous to national security. 

"The number and the nature of the charges against 
[Manning] are overkill," said Elizabeth Goitein, an expert on 
secrecy at the Brennan Center for Justice at New York 
University School of Law. The broader problem, she said, is 
that the government classifies too much information. 

"History shows that as long as government employees 
don't trust the designation of classified [information], leaks are 
going to continue," Goitein said. 
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49. White House Sticks By Award To Marine Despite Controversy 
(WASHINGTON POST 16 DEC 11) ... David Nakamura 

The White House on Thursday stood by the Defense 
Department's decision to award the Medal of Honor to Sgt. 
Dakota Meyer despite a report that the Marine Corps 
embellished some of Meyer's actions in presenting his story to 
the public. 

White House press secretary Jay Carney said the narrative 
of events that Obama read into the public record while 
awarding the military's highest honor to Meyer on Sept. 14 

was based on documents provided by the Marine Corps that 
received "quite extensive" vetting. 

"The president remains very proud of Sergeant Meyer and 
the remarkable acts of bravery he displayed on that day," 
Carney said. 

McClatchy Newspapers reported Thursday that portions 
of the events described by Obama about Meyer's actions while 
serving in Afghanistan were "untrue, unsubstantiated or 
exaggerated." 
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50. Somali Pirate Leader Gets Life Sentence 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 15 DEC 11) ... Brock Vergakis 

NORFOLK, Va. — A former Somali police officer and 
an electrician whose job it was to bless their expedition were 
sentenced to life in prison on Thursday for their roles in the 
hijacking of a yacht that left all four Americans on board dead. 

Mohamud Hirs Issa Ali was the commander of a band of 
19 pirates that hijacked the 58-foot Quest in February several 
hundred miles south of Oman. The pirates intended to bring 
the Americans back to Somalia where a bilingual interpreter 
would negotiate a ransom payment. 

But the owners of Quest, Jean and Scott Adam of Marina 
del Rey, Calif., along with friends Bob Riggle and Phyllis 
Macay of Seattle, were shot to death several days after being 
taken hostage. 

It was the first time U.S. citizens have been killed in the 
pirate attacks that have plagued the Gulf of Aden and the 
Indian Ocean in recent years. The Americans were killed after 
U.S. warships started shadowing the Quest and negotiations 
between the Navy and the pirates broke down. 

At one point, Ali ordered a rocket-propelled grenade to be 
fired at an American ship, although prosecutors don’t believe 
Ali ordered that the hostages be shot. Prosecutors have 
charged three other men with murder in the case. 

“As Somali pirates expand their territory, they place more 
individuals’ lives at risk,” U.S. Attorney Neil MacBride said 
in a written statement following sentencing. “These men 
willingly joined this group of pirates out of greed, knowing 
full well that their actions could — and did — lead to the 
death of their hostages.” 

The Navy had agreed to let the pirates take the yacht back 
to Somalia in exchange for the hostages, but the pirates said 
they wouldn’t get enough money for it. Hostages are typically 
ransomed for millions of dollars. 

“The conspirators’ refusal to release the hostages, even 
when offered the opportunity to proceed to Somalia with the 
Quest, displayed a callous regard for the hostages as merely 
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shields to avoid capture and responsibility for their crimes,” 
prosecutors wrote in a position paper on Ali’s sentencing. 

Jilian Abdiali said he had never been on a pirate 
expedition before he joined Ali and the other men. He was a 
former electrician who said he became a pirate after seeing 
that they had large homes and cars. He said in court 
documents that he never carried a weapon and that it was his 
job to use his psychic abilities to guide their boat. 

He said through an interpreter that he’s human and that he 
made a mistake, asking U.S. District Judge Mark Davis for 
leniency. Davis informed Abdiali that piracy carries a 
mandatory life sentence, but that he would request he be 
imprisoned near Minnesota where an uncle of his lives. 

The judge also ordered Abdiali and the others who have 
been sentenced in the case to pay more than $400,000 in 

restitution, which includes damages to the Quest, legal and 
funeral fees, among other things. 

Ali, who said he was a policeman for about a decade 
before turning to piracy in 2010 after losing his job, said 
through an interpreter he wanted to apologize to the victims’ 
families, although no family members were present. He said 
he hoped that they would forgive him. 

“I’d like to express my deep sorrow for the families and 
the victims for my actions. I am very, very sorry,” he said. 

Ali and Abdiali are among 11 men who have pleaded 
guilty to piracy in the case. They were the eighth and ninth 
persons sentenced to life in prison. Two others will be 
sentenced on Friday. 
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51. House Members Introduce Cyber Bill To Protect Critical Infrastructure 
(DEFENSE DAILY 16 DEC 11) ... Calvin Biesecker 

Ten House Republicans and one Democrat yesterday 
introduced a bill to protect critical infrastructure in the United 
States from cyber attacks. 

The Promoting and Enhancing Cybersecurity and 
Information Sharing Effectiveness Act of 2011 (H.R. 3674) 
authorizes the Department of Homeland Security to conduct 
an evaluation of cyber security risks to critical infrastructure 
and determine the best mitigation methods, the House 
Homeland Security Committee said. 

The bill also creates the National Information Sharing 
Organization, a private-sector controlled, not-for-profit 
organization to develop best practices, provide technical 
assistance, and enable the sharing of cyber threat information 
across critical infrastructure and with the federal government, 
while also protecting privacy and civil liberties. 

The bill was sponsored by Rep. Peter King (R-N.Y.), 
chairman of the House panel, and Rep. Dan Lungren (R-
Calif.), chairman of the Subcommittee on Cybersecurity, as 
well Rep. Jim Langevin (D-R.I.). 

"By providing a trusted information sharing 
infrastructure, we will provide critical infrastructure owners 
and operators the timely access to actionable cyber security 
information necessary to protect their own networks and 
facilities," King said in a statement. "Cyber security is truly a 
team sport and this bill gives DHS needed authorities to play 
its part in the federal government's cyber security mission and 
enables the private sector to play its part by giving them the 
information and access to technical support they need to 
protect critical infrastructure." 
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52. Congress Urges Naming Of Warship For SD Marine 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 15 DEC 11) ... Gary Robbins 

Congress has endorsed a move by Rep. Duncan Hunter, 
R-Alpine, to formally ask the Navy to name a warship after 
Sgt. Rafael Peralta, a Marine who displayed heroic action 
during the second battle of Fallujah in Iraq. 

Peralta, a graduate of San Diego’s Samuel Morse High 
School, used his body to cover a grenade to prevent the blast 
from killing other Marines. He died instantly, and was 
posthumously awarded the Navy Cross. 

An amendment from Hunter, which requests that the 
Navy name a ship in Peralta’s honor, was included in the $662 
billion defense authorization bill that was approved Thursday 
by the Senate. The amendment had earlier passed the House. 

Polls »Should the Navy name a ship for Rafael Peralta, or 
is this just partisan politickng? 

A ship should be named for Sgt. Peralta Hunter's 
amendment is partisan politicking ResultsHunter’s amendment 

doesn’t mean that a ship will named after Peralta. Lawmakers 
regularly make such suggestions, and most of them are 
ignored. Ships are named by the Secretary of the Navy. But 
the matter periodically flares up, and it recently became a 
source of bipartisan friction. 

The conservative Hunter sharply criticized Navy 
Secretary Ray Mabus last spring when he named a Navy dry 
cargo ship after Cesar Chavez, the late labor leader and civil 
rights activist who was an icon among liberal Democrats. U.S. 
Sen. Barbara Boxer, D-Calif., came to Mabus’ defense and 
suggested that Hunter didn’t understand the standards and 
protocol involved in naming a ship. 

That dust-up was followed in November by Sen. Roy 
Blunt, R-Mo., formally requesting that the Navy provide a 
report on how it names ships, and why it sometimes deviates 
from its own standards. 
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53. Latest Acceptance Rate Data Not Inflated, U.S. Naval Academy Says 
(U.S. NEWS & WORLD REPORT 15 DEC 11) ... Bob Morse 

A recent article in the Navy Times, titled "Professor says 
academy overstates applicants," claimed that the U.S. Naval 
Academy "is artificially inflating its number of applicants to 

boost its status among other colleges, according to an academy 
professor who based his accusations on the school's own 
documents." 
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After hearing those allegations, U.S. News & World 
Report and the other Common Data Set (CDS) publishers 
contacted the U.S. Naval Academy directly to find out if, 
when providing its number of applications, the Naval 
Academy was using the Common Data Set definition standard, 
which stipulates that only students who complete fully 
actionable applications (meaning the student has supplied 
enough information so the school can make an admissions 
decision) should be included in the calculation of the total 
number of applications. 

It should be noted that U.S. News uses this Common Data 
Set definition in its data collection and uses the number of 
applicants to compute the acceptance rate, which counts for 
1.5 percent of our Best Colleges rankings. 

The U.S. Naval Academy asserts strongly via e-mail on 
December 9 (see below) that the data submitted to U.S. News 
for fall 2010 applications was accurate and followed the 
prescribed definition: 

The Naval Academy's definition of applicant for purposes 
of reporting to rating agencies is consistent with that of the 
Common Data Set. The Naval Academy considers an 
individual to be an applicant when they submit information 
which allows USNA admissions officials to take any of the 

following actionable steps: offer admission, decline 
admission, place on a waiting list for further consideration, or 
acknowledge withdrawal of application by the individual. This 
is consistent with the Common Data Set definition of an 
applicant. 

All Naval Academy Summer Seminar applicants are 
advised that their application to Summer Seminar is 
additionally considered as an official application for admission 
to the Naval Academy. Summer Seminar applicants can 
request that they not be considered for admission to the Naval 
Academy. 

The Common Data Set does not equate "fulfilling the 
requirements to be considered for admission" with completing 
each and every application step. Like other universities, 
USNA considers an individual to be an applicant when they 
have completed enough of the admissions process for USNA 
to take "actionable steps" as defined by the Common Data 
Set." 

At this point, given the above e-mail response, U.S. News 
believes the U.S. Naval Academy when it says it's reporting 
the data consistent with the CDS definition of what constitutes 
an application. 

Return to Index 
 

54. Battleship Stars Make Holiday Phone Calls To Deployed Sailors 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 15 DEC 11) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Lori D. Bent, USS Carl Vinson Public Affairs 

PACIFIC OCEAN -- Actors from the upcoming feature 
film "Battleship" spoke to USS Carl Vinson (CVN 70) and 
embarked Carrier Air Wing (CVW) 17 Sailors during a phone 
call to the Nimitz-class aircraft carrier Dec. 16. 

Two fans aboard Vinson exchanged greetings and asked 
Brooklyn Decker and Taylor Kitsch a number of questions 
throughout the call. 

Aviation Ordnanceman 3rd Class (AW) Rodel D. 
Mosuela, a Chantilly, Va. native, assigned to Strike Fighter 
Squadron (VFA) 81, asked Decker about her experience 
working with major Hollywood stars and active duty service 
members on the set of "Battleship.” 

Decker said it was like seeing two worlds, military and 
civilian combined. 

"All the things that you do are very admirable," she said 
as she addressed Mosuela's sacrifice of leaving his family 
behind to defend his country. "Thank you for what you do." 

Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class (SW) Megan 
L. Catellier, an Indianapolis native assigned to Vinson's Media 
Department, spoke with Kitsch about her experiences living 
on a ship and being on station after last year's devastating 
earthquake in Haiti. 

"I got the chance to be on the ground and take photos," 
she said explaining her role as a Navy photographer. "I've 
learned to appreciate what I do." 

Both Decker and Kitsch sent their greetings to the crew 
by thanking them for their service and wishing each a happy 
holiday. 

Carl Vinson and Carrier Air Wing 17 are currently 
underway on a Western Pacific deployment. 

Return to Index 
 
 

OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
55. By Choosing Arms Over Diplomacy, America Errs in Asia 
(NEW YORK TIMES 15 DEC 11) ... Stephen Glain 

Hawks on both sides of the Pacific greeted the Obama 
administration’s decision last month to fortify, rather than 
throttle back, America’s vast influence in East Asia as a 
defining moment in a looming confrontation between the 
United States and China. In the rush to militarize the world’s 
most important bilateral relationship, however, two questions 
have not been answered: Are the disputes that roil Asia more 
effectively resolved through armed might or diplomacy? If the 
answer is diplomacy, where is American statecraft when it is 
needed? 

With the economy in disarray, President Obama chose a 
costly instrument in deciding to expand the American military 

commitment in Asia by deploying a Marine contingent to 
Australia; the move will only help insulate the Pentagon from 
meaningful spending cuts and preserve the leading role the 
military has played in foreign policy since the 9/11 attacks. 

In looking to the military, Mr. Obama was embellishing 
an old policy course. For more than a century, the Pacific rim 
of Asia has seen a number of unnecessary American wars and 
interventions, beginning with Washington’s imperial thrust 
through Guam and the Philippines, its role in suppressing the 
Boxer Rebellion in China, and its 40-year-long Open Door 
policy (a demand that trading rights in Chinese coastal cities 
be shared among industrial nations that had sought zones of 
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influence). In 1949, after Communist forces prevailed in 
China’s civil war, President Harry S. Truman chose not to 
engage the new People’s Republic but to contain it alongside 
the Soviet empire — with which Mao Zedong soon aligned, 
earlier entreaties to Washington having been rebuffed. 

Having dismissed a diplomatic opening along with advice 
from some of his own China experts, Truman militarized 
Sino-American relations on China’s borders by extending aid 
to the French in Indochina and then by endeavoring, 
disastrously, to reunite the Korean Peninsula by force, in 
response to North Korea’s effort to do the same by invading 
its southern neighbor. The agonizing stalemate that followed 
foreshadowed America’s doomed intervention in Vietnam. 

Mr. Obama, like his predecessors, seems now to be 
embracing a militarized policy with regard to China, the sinew 
of which is a global network of military bases that has 
changed little since the peak of the cold war. Far from 
reducing its profile in Asia, the Pentagon has been quietly 
enhancing or reconfiguring its capacity there in recent 
decades. For example, it has been building up forces on the 
United States territory of Guam, a far-reaching strategic 
enclave in the Pacific much like the British island of Diego 
Garcia in the Indian Ocean. Pentagon strategists say the aim is 
to “dissuade, deter and defeat” regional aggressors. And in 
recent months, the Defense Department has been developing a 
strategy for Asia called “AirSea Battle,” an instrument with 
which American military power can address “asymmetrical 
threats in the Western Pacific,” an implicit reference to China. 

Washington justifies its Pacific buildup by citing China’s 
increasingly menacing claims on the region’s contested 
waterways. But there has been no serious American-led effort 
to resolve such disputes through bilateral or multilateral 
diplomatic rounds. 

Indeed, America’s top diplomat has become the chief 
civilian advocate for military answers to diplomatic 
challenges. Speaking in Honolulu last month, Secretary of 
State Hillary Rodham Clinton called for “a more broadly 
distributed military presence” in Asia. While in Manila, she 
appeared on an American warship and reaffirmed the nearly 
60-year-old security pact between the United States and the 
Philippines. She also has endorsed the creation of an 
American-led regional trade pact that pointedly excludes 
China for the present, a remarkably petty snub compared to 
the way her legendary predecessor George C. Marshall offered 

(without success, in the face of Stalin’s suspicions) to include 
the Soviet Union in the postwar reconstruction plan that now 
bears Marshall’s name. And this month she visited Myanmar, 
where the Obama administration has assiduously worked to 
neutralize a corrupt and repressive government in favor of 
democratic reform; in the grander strategic game, this, too, 
could be read in Beijing as a tactic to weave the country — 
which has been Beijing’s ally — into an American noose 
around China. 

Since the end of the cold war, senior diplomats and 
general officers have coalesced in support of a central military 
role in the formulation and execution of foreign affairs. This 
role is a consequence of the growing imbalance between 
America’s diplomatic and military resources, and it shaped 
lamentably militarized responses to the Balkan crisis of the 
1990s, the 9/11 attacks, the reconstitution of Iraq and now the 
rise of China. Mrs. Clinton may declare herself, as she did in 
an October article in Foreign Policy and again in Honolulu, to 
be for “a substantially increased investment — diplomatic, 
economic, strategic and otherwise” in the Asia-Pacific region, 
but this ignores the fact that the country’s diplomatic capacity 
has been cruelly cut back over the last two decades, 
particularly in relation to the Pentagon’s. 

In fact, the Pentagon can be expected to keep outspending 
the State Department at an enormous rate — even in the 
unlikely event that Congress musters the courage to impose 
draconian budget cuts, as the law requires, in the wake of the 
deficit-reduction super committee’s collapse. Currently, 
Washington is allocating about a dozen dollars for defense 
outlays for every dollar it spends on diplomacy and 
international assistance. In Honolulu, Mrs. Clinton also 
celebrated the “opportunities and obligations” in Asia that are 
ripe for exploration after the immense expenditure of 
American blood and coin in Iraq and Afghanistan. That recalls 
the way the country’s policy making elite saw fresh dangers as 
well as opportunities in Asia after America’s withdrawal from 
Vietnam — an earlier example of Washington’s cyclical 
preoccupation with perceived threats from one end of the 
Eastern Hemisphere to the other. 

So long as Congress insists on lavishing funds on the 
Pentagon at the State Department’s expense, there will be no 
shortage of perceived monsters to hem in or destroy. Witness 
the new species taking form in Asia. 
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56. China's Cyberwar 
It's time for the U.S. to confront Beijing. 
(WASHINGTON POST 16 DEC 11) ... Editorial 

China is waging a quiet, mostly invisible but massive 
cyberwar against the United States, aimed at stealing its most 
sensitive military and economic secrets and obtaining the 
ability to sabotage vital infrastructure. This is, by now, 
relatively well known in Washington, but relatively little is 
being done about it, considering the enormous stakes 
involved. 

What exactly is happening? Hackers mostly backed by the 
People's Liberation Army are trying daily to penetrate the 
computer systems of U.S. government agencies, defense 
contractors, technology firms, and utilities such as power and 
water companies - not to mention the private e-mail accounts 

of thousands of Americans. To an alarming degree, they are 
succeeding. In recent years hacks have been reported of the 
State, Defense and Commerce departments; Lockheed Martin; 
Google, which said its source code and the e-mail accounts of 
senior government officials were targeted; and the computer 
security company RSA, which protects critical networks 
through the SecureID system. 

"The computer networks of a broad array of U.S. 
government agencies, private companies, universities and 
other institutions - all holding large volumes of sensitive 
economic information - were targeted by cyber espionage," 
said a report issued in October by the Office of the National 
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Counterintellingence Executive. "Much of this activity 
appears to have originated in China." 

As in the case of other novel and slowly developing 
threats - international terrorism in the 1990s comes to mind - 
the U.S. response has been slowed by bureaucratic infighting, 
poor information-sharing and a failure to prioritize the 
problem above more familiar business with Beijing. The 
Pentagon has set up a cyber command, but it has the authority 
to protect only military networks; the Department of 
Homeland Security jealously guards its prerogative to guard 
domestic civilian targets. Government agencies often don't 
share sensitive intelligence with companies, while many 
companies are reluctant to report on penetrations of their 
networks; Google has been a rare exception. 

A further difficulty is identifying exactly where 
cyberattacks originate and connecting them to their 
government sponsors. Predictably enough, the Chinese 
government aggressively denies any involvement in the 

attacks on U.S. agencies and companies - which makes it 
difficult for diplomats to pressure for a cease-fire. But an 
encouraging report in the Wall Street Journal this week said 
that U.S. intelligence agencies had managed to identify many 
of the Chinese groups, and even individuals, involved in the 
cyberoffensive, including a dozen cells connected to the 
People's Liberation Army. 

This should provide an opportunity for the Obama 
administration to more directly confront the problem. It should 
demand that Beijing shut down the military-backed groups; if 
it does not do so, they could be subjected to countermeasures, 
including sanctions against individuals. Congress could also 
consider legislation punishing companies connected to the 
Chinese military if the cyberwar does not cease. Yes, such 
responses have the potential to roil relations between 
Washington and Beijing. But the Chinese offensive - and the 
economic and national security threats it poses - is simply too 
important to ignore. 
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57. State’s Clean Fuel Leadership Helps National Security 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 16 DEC 11) ... Elizabeth Perez 

My family has a long history of service to this country. 
My father served in the Army nearly 20 years, many of which 
were spent in hostile areas including Iraq during the first Gulf 
War. Following in my father’s footsteps and in his honor, I too 
chose to enlist. For more than eight years, I served in the 
United States Navy. As an aviation logistics specialist, I 
deployed multiple times, providing combat support for the 
U.S. and NATO forces on land and sea in the Mediterranean 
and Middle East. 

As a young airman, I was in charge of transporting and 
ordering fuel and supplies. I saw firsthand how our nation’s 
dependence on oil limits our options on the international stage. 
I could not understand why we were purchasing fuel from 
countries that wish us harm. 

I had a gut check when I was deployed to the Middle 
East. I realized our nation’s thirst for oil was making it more 
likely that we would have to deploy troops to unstable regions 
far from home. As any limited and valuable resource 
diminishes, conflict over it tends to increase. Oil is certainly 
no exception. 

Imagine that one out of every 24 trips you made to the gas 
station resulted in someone being hurt or killed. That’s the sort 
of situation an Army study in Afghanistan found: one 
American killed or wounded for every 24 fuel convoys 
deployed. 

The U.S. military is working to conserve fuel and come 
up with alternative energy options. The U.S. Navy just made 
the largest single purchase of American-made biofuels – 
450,000 gallons – in order to reduce its consumption of oil. 
The lives of our men and women in uniform are at stake, and 
we need to make changes in how we power our armed forces. 
But the military cannot do this alone. And California – with its 

long history of leadership in cleaner energy – has a special 
role to play. 

Two years ago, California debuted the world’s first Low 
Carbon Fuel Standard (LCFS), which requires oil companies 
to phase out dirtier fuels and to invest in cleaner alternatives. 
This week, the California Air Resources Board is planning to 
adopt important updates to the LCFS, and forces tied to the 
dirty fuels of the past have been voicing opposition. In the 
interests of our nation’s security, CARB must keep the LCFS 
strong, and help lead our country to a clean energy future. 

Californians spend about $150 million a day on petroleum 
fuel, much of that being sent overseas, and there is evidence 
some of that money ends up in the pockets of terrorists. Those 
dollars could be much better spent at home, growing our 
economy, and developing American-made alternative sources 
of energy that will not run out. 

California’s Low Carbon Fuel Standard encourages those 
energy alternatives by requiring transportation fuels to be 10 
percent lower in greenhouse gas emissions by 2020. The 
LCFS sends a clear signal that cleaner transportation options – 
from electric-powered vehicles to hydrogen fuel cells – 
represent a growing business opportunity. This kind of market 
certainty gives business the confidence it needs to invest and 
innovate. 

When it comes to the Low Carbon Fuel Standard, it is 
important that CARB not rest on its laurels. California must 
lead the way. Support our military’s efforts and listen to the 
national security experts who are warning of the threats we 
face. Keep America great and keep us strong by investing in a 
secure future. 

Perez, a U.S. Navy veteran, is president and founder of 
GC Green, a San Diego-based contracting firm. 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Secretary Expects Cuts In Marines And The Navy 
(NEW YORK TIMES 18 DEC 11) ... Alissa J. Rubin 

KABUL, Afghanistan -- On a trip to Afghanistan to visit Navy and Marine forces, the secretary of the Navy, Ray Mabus, said 
Saturday that he expected both branches to reduce their numbers after the Iraq and Afghan wars, and to return to their seafaring roots -
- although both will have some new areas of focus. 

 
2. U.S. Secretary Of Navy Visits 11th Marine Expeditionary Unit 
(MARINE CORPS NEWS SERVICE 16 DEC 11) ... Capt. Roger Hollenbeck 

KUANTAN, Malaysia – During his time in Malaysia the Honorable Ray Mabus, 75th Secretary of the Navy, paid a visit to 
Marines and Sailors participating in exercise Kilat Eagle here Dec. 16. 

 
3. Wreath Laid For Sailors Killed In 1804 
(LOS ANGELES TIMES 18 DEC 11) ... David S. Cloud 

TRIPOLI, LIBYA -- In a walled cemetery overlooking Tripoli's harbor lie the plain sandstone graves of the crew of the Intrepid, a 
U.S. ship that blew up on a secret mission 200 years ago. 

 
4. Transition Benefits: Many Are Available to All Sailors 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 16 DEC 11) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Monique K. Hilley, Commander, Navy 
Installations Command Public Affairs 

WASHINGTON -- All Sailors transitioning out of the Navy are encouraged to visit their Fleet and Family Support Center (FFSC) 
to receive information on all of the services and benefits available to them. 

 

CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
5. Military Doctors On A Mission For Wounded Marine 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 18 DEC 11) ... Gretel C. Kovach 

The field where they wait for the medevac flight is strewn with dead stalks of opium poppy. Sgt. Collin Raaz, a 24-year-old 
Marine scout sniper, is critically injured from a bomb strike. 

 
6. Submarine Asheville Returns From Deployment 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 16 DEC 11) ... Gary Robbins 

The fast-attack submarine Asheville returned to Point Loma Friday, wrapping up a four month deployment during which the crew 
traveled to the Caribbean, and Central and South America, says the Navy. The boat and its roughly 140 Sailors traversed about 20,000 
nautical miles during the mission. 

 
7. USS Albuquerque Returns From Western Pacific Deployment 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 16 DEC 11) ... Commander, Submarine Squadron 11 Public Affairs 

NAVAL BASE POINT LOMA, Calif -- Friends and families of Sailors aboard the Los Angeles-class, fast-attack submarine USS 
Albuquerque (SSN 706) welcomed home the submarine's crew Dec. 15, following a six-month deployment to the western Pacific. 

 
8. Minesweepers ‘Some Of The Most Versatile’ Sailors 
USS Patriot: En Route to Annual Exercise 2011 
(STARS AND STRIPES 18 DEC 11) ... Matthew M. Burke 

SASEBO NAVAL BASE, Japan — As the USS Patriot steamed down the western coast of Japan under blackout conditions, 
Senior Chief Petty Officer Jesse Kenner and several junior Sailors pored over radar and communications screens in the ship’s combat 
information center. 
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9. USS New Orleans Hosts Royal Cambodian Navy During MAREX 2012 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 17 DEC 11) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Gabriel Owens, USS New Orleans Public Affairs 

USS NEW ORLEANS, At Sea -- Amphibious transport dock USS New Orleans (LPD 18) hosted more than a dozen members of 
the Royal Cambodian Navy (RCN) Dec. 14-15, during Cambodian Marine Exercise (MAREX) 2012. 

 
10. Enterprise Works Up to Deployment 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 16 DEC 11) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Kristin L. Grover, USS Enterprise Public Affairs 

USS ENTERPRISE, At Sea -- Aircraft carrier USS Enterprise (CVN 65) wrapped up a two-week underway in the Atlantic Ocean 
Dec. 16, completing many qualifications needed for its upcoming deployment. 

 
11. USS Olympia Completes Magnetic Silencing Treatment 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 17 DEC 11) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Ronald Gutridge, Commander, Submarine Force, 
U.S. Pacific Fleet Public Affairs 

PEARL HARBOR -- Los Angeles-class submarine USS Olympia (SSN 717) finished undergoing deperming at the new drive-in 
submarine magnetic silencing facility (MSF) at Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam's Beckoning Point, Dec. 15. 

 
12. Last Convoy Of American Troops Leaves Iraq 
(NEW YORK TIMES 19 DEC 11) ... Tim Arango and Michael S. Schmidt 

BAGHDAD — The last convoy of American troops drove into Kuwait on Sunday morning, punctuating the end of the nearly 
nine-year war in Iraq. 

 

GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
13. U.S. Offers Help In Rescue, Relief Efforts 
(BUSINESSWORLD (PHILIPPINES) 18 DEC 11) 

The United States government is ready to assist the Philippines in relief efforts for victims of typhoon Sendong, a top official in 
Washington said. 

 
14. Disquiet Returns To China-India Relations 
Driven by insensitivity and nationalism, conflicting messages from Chinese ministries and India's media 
sensationalism, Sino-Indian friction is on the rise after years of relative stability. 
(LOS ANGELES TIMES 18 DEC 11) ... Mark Magnier 

NEW DELHI - The India-China relationship, relatively well managed for years by the two governments, is under growing 
pressure in the face of insensitivity and nationalism on both sides, India's hyperactive broadcast media and the growing autonomy of 
Chinese ministries, analysts say. 

 
15. Pacific Coexistence ‘Possible’ 
(GLOBAL TIMES (CHINA) 19 DEC 11) ... Xu Tianran 

An official with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs said yesterday that China has neither the appetite nor the strength to keep the U.S. 
out of the Asia Pacific, and the Pacific Ocean is wide enough for both countries to coexist and cooperate, in response to a recent U.S. 
policy shift in the region. 

 
16. Japan's MSDF Vessel Makes First Port Call In China Since 2008 
(KYODO NEWS 19 DEC 11) 

QINGDAO China -- A Japanese Maritime Self-Defense Force destroyer called at a port in Qingdao in China's Shandong Province 
on Monday for friendly exchanges, in the first such visit to the neighboring country since 2008. 

 
17. Phl Navy: Deployment Of Warship To Spratlys Will Not Increase Tensions 
(PHILIPPINE STAR 18 DEC 11) ... Alexis Romero 

MANILA, Philippines - The Department of National Defense (DND) yesterday gave assurance that the deployment of the 
warship BRP Gregorio del Pilar to the West Philippine Sea would not increase tensions in the region. 

 
18. Capability Reviews Bring Changes for Australia's Navy 
(DEFENSE NEWS 16 DEC 11) ... Nigel Pittaway 

MELBOURNE, Australia - The Australian government this week announced its response to two reports that criticize the 
operational capability of the Royal Australian Navy. 
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19. Iran Embarking On Ambitious $1 Billion Cyber-Warfare Program 
(JERUSALEM POST 18 DEC 11) ... Yaakov Katz 

Tehran has embarked on an ambitious plan to boost its offensive and defensive cyber-warfare capabilities and is investing $1 
billion in developing new technology and hiring new computer experts. 

 
20. Navy Submarine Returns Home After Tests 
(VICTORIA TIMES COLONIST 17 (CANADA) DEC 11) ... Sandra McCulloch 

The Royal Canadian Navy's west coast submarine, HMCS Victoria, returned to its base at CFB Esquimalt Friday after nearly two 
weeks at sea, where testing was carried out on the boat's systems and the skills and knowledge of its crew. 

 
21. Canada Locked On To F-35 Jet, No Matter The Cost: Analysis 
(VANCOUVER SUN (CANADA) 16 DEC 11) ... Matthew Fisher 

There is no chance that Canada will cancel its order for about 65 F-35 joint strike fighters. 
 

PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
22. 15 Years & Out 
Congress pushes early retirement, other drawdown incentives 
(NAVY TIMES 26 DEC 11) ... Rick Maze 

Congress has approved 15 year retirements and other voluntary separation tools to help the services manage potential deep cuts to 
troop levels. 

 
23. Finding Better Test For Spice Part Of DoD Wide Crackdown 
(NAVY TIMES 26 DEC 11) ... Gidget Fuentes 

The Defense Department is teaming up with the National Institute on Drug Abuse to develop a department wide method of 
catching service members who use synthetic marijuana, also known as spice. 

 
24. Culinary Specialists Prepare For Holiday Meal 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 16 DEC 11) ... Debra Dortch, Naval Supply Systems Command 

MECHANICSBURG, Pa. -- Culinary specialists (CSs) throughout the Navy, both ashore and afloat, are preparing for this 
season's big meal Dec. 25, Commander Naval Supply Systems Command (NAVSUP) announced Dec. 16. 

 
25. NAVSUP Moves The Mail 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 16 DEC 11) ... Kathy Adams, Naval Supply Systems Command 

MECHANICSBURG, Pa. -- Naval Supply Systems Command (NAVSUP) is making sure this holiday season that the mail 
reaches its destination around the world, Commander, Naval Supply Systems Command, announced Dec. 16. 

 
26. Navy's 'Old Salt' Torch Passes To Fleet Forces Chief 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 17 DEC 11) ... Bill Bartel 

When Adm. John C. Harvey, head of Fleet Forces Command, puts on his uniform every morning, in his mind's eye he sees that 
young officer who graduated from the Naval Academy 38 years ago. 

 
27. Navy Captain Surprises Kids In Front of Santa Claus 
(WREG CBS MEMPHIS 16 DEC 11) ... Natasha Chen 

A Navy captain surprised his children, as they asked Santa Claus to bring him home for Christmas. 
 

28. News Anchor Reginald Roundtree Gets Surprise Call From His Daughter Overseas 
(WTSP CBS TAMPA 16 DEC 11) ... Stefanie Fogel 

10 News Anchor Reginald Roundtree got one big surprise Friday. 
 

29. Feds Nail Former Navy Commander For Overpayment Of Active Duty Salary 
Received overpayment of $159,712 
(SOUTHERN MARYLAND ONLINE 16 DEC 11) 

GREENBELT, Md. -- Carl W. Marquis, age 48, of Burke, Virginia, pleaded guilty today to concealing the fact that he was 
continuing to receive full pay and allowances from the United States Navy after he had finished a three month active duty assignment 
at the Naval Air Station Patuxent River, Maryland. 
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FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
30. U.S. Congress Wraps Up 2012 Bills 
(DEFENSE NEWS 16 DEC 11) ... Kate Brannen 

Pentagon planners and budget-eers can rest a bit easier going into the holidays. 
 

31. Raytheon Missile Delay Causes $198 Million Cut in Defense Bill 
(BLOOMBERG BUSINESSWEEK 16 DEC 11) ... Tony Capaccio 

Delivery delays with Raytheon Co.’s most advanced air-to-air missile for the U.S. Air Force and Navy prompted House and 
Senate budget negotiators to cut $190 million from the program. 

 
32. Navy Mandated To Conduct Shipyard Repairs 
(PORTSMOUTH (NH) HERALD 17 DEC 11) ... Deborah McDermott 

The four U.S. senators from New Hampshire and Maine are hailing a provision in the Defense Authorization Act passed Thursday 
that holds the Navy accountable for funding infrastructure improvements at the nation's shipyards. 

 
33. Defense Bill Seeks New Submarine Cost Assessment 
(GLOBAL SECURITY NEWSWIRE 16 DEC 11) ... Elaine M. Grossman 

A U.S. House-Senate conference bill on fiscal 2012 defense policy matters calls for a new government estimate of the costs to 
develop, build and operate a planned Navy ballistic-missile submarine that some experts warn could prove unaffordable. 

 
34. Defense Policy Bill Keeps MEADS Alive 
(AVIATION WEEK 16 DEC 11) ... Jen DiMascio 

The defense authorization bill, providing $662.4 billion for national defense programs along with plans to continue funding 
Lockheed Martin’s Medium Extended Air Defense System (MEADS), passed in the Senate Dec. 15 by a vote of 86-13. 

 
35. NASSCO Gets $424 Million To Build Navy Ship 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 17 DEC 11) ... Gary Robbins 

Congress has voted to give General Dynamics-NASSCO in San Diego $424 million to build the third and final Mobile Landing 
Platform ship that will be constructed for the Navy. 

 
36. Navy Communications Rise and Shine, Again 
(SIGNAL MAGAZINE 16 DEC 11) ... Beverly T. Schaeffer 

In what has been an extremely successful program on U.S. Navy submarines is now being readied for the surface fleet. The 
Navy’s subs have been operating with the Common Submarine Radio Room (CSRR) concept, and now hope to harness the benefits 
for Navy surface vessels. 

 

BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
37. Advisory Board: Navy, Country Need Pax River 
Federal, state, local officials highlight Pax River’s importance 
(SOUTHERN MARYLAND NEWSPAPERS 16 DEC 11) ... Jessica Goolsby 

An initiative of the Commander, Navy Installations Command aims to reduce the Navy’s footprint by 25 percent, but Pax River’s 
focus on “future readiness” seems to place the installation in the “safe zone,” at least for now, said Chairman Kevin F. Kelly of the 
Federal Facilities Advisory Board, which was appointed by Gov. Martin O’Malley (D). 

 
38. Exemption To U.S. Military Immunity In Japan Expanded 
(KYODO NEWS 19 DEC 11) 

TOKYO -- U.S. military personnel who cause road accidents after drinking alcohol during events deemed as part of their official 
duties will no longer be able to avoid trials in Japan, the two countries agreed Friday. 

 
39. Japan To Forgo Funds For Design Work Of Futenma Relocation Site 
(KYODO NEWS 17 DEC 11) 

TOKYO -- The Japanese government will give up earmarking funds in a budget for fiscal 2012 for designing a facility in 
Okinawa Prefecture that the U.S. Marine Corps' Futenma Air Station will be relocated to, government sources said Friday. 
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40. Navy Looks Into Closure Of Tinian Mortar Range 
New land management deal with U.S. military being pushed 
(SAIPAN TRIBUNE (NORTHERN MARIANAS) 19 DEC 11) ... Haidee V. Eugenio 

The U.S. Navy is now looking into changing Tinian's mortar range status to “inactive,” which would pave the way for a site 
investigation and cleanup of hazardous materials, following safety and tourism concerns that Tinian Mayor Ramon Dela Cruz raised 
as early as September. 

 
41. Seabees Honored In El Salvador During Southern Partnership Station 2012 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 17 DEC 11) ... Spc. Jennifer Grier, U.S. Naval Forces Southern Command & U.S. 4th Fleet Public Affairs 

LA UNION, El Salvador -- A recognition ceremony was held Dec. 15, at Centro Escolar Gregorio Alvarez Nunez in honor of 
U.S. Naval Mobile Construction Battalion (NMCB) 23 Seabees embarked aboard High Speed Vessel (HSV 2) Swift. 

 
42. Makin Island ARG Sailors, Marines Volunteer at Cambodian School 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 17 DEC 11) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Jason Behnke, Amphibious Squadron 5 Public 
Affairs 

SIHANOUKVILLE, Cambodia -- Sailors and Marines from the Makin Island Amphibious Ready Group (ARG) participated in a 
community service project at the Otres Primary School in Sihanoukville, Cambodia, Dec. 16. 

 
43. Navy Simulator Provides Firefighters With Realistic Training 
(KITSAP SUN 16 DEC 11) ... Ed Friedrich 

BANGOR — Firefighters maintain their skills by fighting fires, which normally don't end well. But a Navy simulator enables 
them to stay sharp without tragedy. 

 
44. Navy Advanced Metering Installation Underway In Hawaii 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 17 DEC 11) ... Naval Facilities Engineering Command Hawaii Public Affairs 

PEARL HARBOR -- Naval Facilities Engineering Command (NAVFAC) Hawaii and Weston Solutions Inc., began installing 
"smart meters" to utility service connections at major Navy facilities on Oahu as part of a $10.2 million Advanced Metering 
Infrastructure (AMI) project, Dec. 5. 

 
45. USS Iowa Gives Sneak Preview 
Historic battleship that will be berthed at the Port of L.A. draws hundreds. 
(TORRANCE (CA) DAILY BREEZE 17 DEC 11) ... Donna Littlejohn 

SAN PEDRO - A port in Northern California is getting a sneak preview of what San Pedro hopes will become a homeport tourist 
magnet in 2012. 

 

NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
46. Barack Obama Signs $1 Trillion Dollar Spending Bill, Averts Shutdown 
(ECONOMIC TIMES 18 DEC 11) 

WASHINGTON—U.S. President Barack Obama on Sunday faced a new congressional gridlock over a payroll tax cut after he 
had signed into law a $1 trillion spending bill, averting a government shutdown. 

 
47. Killing Of Bin Laden Voted Top News Story Of 2011 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 17 DEC 11) ... David Crary, 

NEW YORK -- The killing of Osama Bin Laden during a raid by Navy SEALs on his hideout in Pakistan was the top news story 
of 2011, followed by Japan's earthquake/tsunami/meltdown disaster, according to The Associated Press' annual poll of U.S. editors 
and news directors. 

 
48. North Korea: Kim Jong Il Dead, Son Is 'Successor' 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 19 DEC 11) ... Rafael Wober 

PYONGYANG, North Korea -- North Korea announced the death of supreme leader Kim Jong Il and urged its people to rally 
behind his young son and heir-apparent Monday, while the world watched warily for signs of instability in a nation pursuing nuclear 
weapons. 

 
49. Wright Brothers Anniversary Marks Navy Flight 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 17 DEC 11) 

RALEIGH - The annual celebration of the day human beings overpowered gravity with flying machines is marking a century of 
U.S. naval aviation. 
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50. Jewish Hero May Get Top Acclaim 
World War I soldier deserved the Medal of Honor, daughter and colleagues say. 
(ST. LOUIS POST-DISPATCH 18 DEC 11) ... Phillip O'Connor 

Elsie Shemin-Roth fought for years for the Medal of Honor she believes her father was denied in World War I because of his 
Jewish faith. On Thursday, her goal came one step closer to reality when the Senate approved a $662 billion defense bill that includes 
a provision that would allow for a review of cases like those involving Shemin-Roth's father. President Barack Obama is expected to 
sign the measure into law before year's end. 

 
51. Two Somali Pirates' Sentencings In Norfolk Postponed 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 17 DEC 11) ... Tim McGlone 

The sentencings of two Somali pirates set for Friday in federal court were postponed and will be rescheduled. 
 

52. Video Program Helps Military Families Stay In Touch 
(BOSTON GLOBE 18 DEC 11) ... Dan Adams 

HANSCOM AIR FORCE BASE -- Alison Murray's voice swells with obvious pride when she describes her son."He's a beacon 
of hope for me." 

 
53. Logo Unveiled For New Submarine Named For Minnesota 
(KARE NBC MINNEAPOLIS 16 DEC 11) ... Boyd Huppert 

ROSEVILLE, Minn. - Seventeen-year-old Jakob Bartels was already feeling good about his drawing hobby. After all, earlier this 
year he won first place in a logo contest sponsored by a local restaurant. 

 
54. CBS-Showtime Pays Tribute To Navy/Army Football With 'A Game Of Honor' 
Documentary tackles West Point, Annapolis and Army-Navy football game 
(BALTIMORE SUN 16 DEC 11) ... David Zurawik 

Duty, service and honor are big words. They are also ones that are often abused these days by Washington politicians who thank 
each other for their "service" even as they sink deeper into partisan gridlock. 

 
55. U.S. Navy Week In Review Dec. 10-16, 2011 
(YOUTUBE 16 DEC 11) ... U.S. Navy 

Welcome to this week's U.S. Navy multimedia production featuring selected images from around the fleet received during the 
week of Dec. 10 – Dec. 16, 2011. 

 

OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
56. China Base A Threat To India Navy? 
News that China is considering a Seychelles offer of a base for its ships means a new strategic headache for 
India’s military planners. 
(THE DIPLOMAT 16 DEC 11) ... Brig. Mandip Singhin 

There’s been much talk in the media of an apparent offer by the Seychelles of a base for Chinese ships deployed to the Gulf of 
Aden and the West Indian Ocean, to help combat piracy. While it’s not yet clear if the offer has been accepted, Chinese media reports 
suggest that Beijing is actively considering it as a “resupply” base. 

 
57. Congress Ahead Of Curve On Early-Out Options 
(NAVY TIMES 26 DEC 11) ... Editorial 

In an all-too-rare display of prudent planning, Congress jumped in front of potential military personnel cuts, approving a set of 
measures that will help the services reshape the force with-out breaking faith with the troops. 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Secretary Expects Cuts In Marines And The Navy 
(NEW YORK TIMES 18 DEC 11) ... Alissa J. Rubin 

KABUL, Afghanistan -- On a trip to Afghanistan to visit 
Navy and Marine forces, the secretary of the Navy, Ray 
Mabus, said Saturday that he expected both branches to reduce 
their numbers after the Iraq and Afghan wars, and to return to 
their seafaring roots -- although both will have some new 
areas of focus. 

The Marines increased their numbers by about 27,000 in 
2006 and 2007 to meet the demands of fighting the war in Iraq 
and the increase in troops there. 

“The Marines are going to get smaller,” Mr. Mabus said. 
“And, they are going to get lighter because the equipment 
they’ve had for these land wars has been heavier and larger.” 

Mr. Mabus declined to put an exact number on the 
Marines’ reduction in the coming years, but he said that rather 
than being across-the-board personnel cuts, any reductions 
would be tailored to the service’s needs and then would be 
achieved primarily through attrition. 

There are currently 19,395 Marines in Afghanistan, with a 
vast majority in southern province of Helmand, according to 
the military. There is also a substantial Marine presence in 
Nimruz Province, which has a long border with Iran. The 
Navy has 4,892 Sailors spread throughout the country. 

The Navy may reduce somewhat in size, but above all it 
will go back to its “core competencies,” Mr. Mabus said. It 
will retain some new specialties, including explosive ordnance 
disposal, he said. 

Mr. Mabus suggested that with increasing delicacy about 
the presence of American bases in countries from Iraq and 
Saudi Arabia to Afghanistan, the naval services would become 
more important because they offered ways to deploy troops 
that did not rely on land bases. 

“Naval forces can do everything they need to do without 
impinging on anybody else’s sovereignty, without setting foot 
on land,” Mr. Mabus said, “and they bring everything they 
need, whether it’s air power with carrier strike groups, 
whether it’s Marines with all the equipment they need, 
including air and an amphibious strike groups. 

“It will be increasingly important in the years ahead that 
you can use the same platforms, the same people, the same 
equipment to do everything from high-end combat, to irregular 
warfare to humanitarian assistance, disaster relief and 
engagement and do it all in a self-contained unit, whether it’s 
a carrier strike group or an amphibious ready-group,” he said. 

One area that sounds as if it will not face cuts and could 
even be augmented is the Navy Seal teams, which are part of 
both the Naval Command and the Special Operations 
Command. It was an elite Seal group unofficially called Navy 
Seal Team 6 that carried out the mission that killed Osama Bin 
Laden in May. 

“You’ll continue to see an emphasis on special forces 
because of the unique capabilities they bring in combat, in 
engagement, in training, in cultural things,” he said. 

Mr. Mabus is also here looking at some of the efforts to 
move the Navy and Marines toward renewable energy. During 
the war in Libya, oil prices increased $30 a barrel, which 
added $1 billion a year to the fuel bill for the Navy and 
Marines, he said. 

The Marine Corps, in particular, is investing heavily in 
portable solar blankets to generate the energy that it had been 
getting from batteries, and is trying out solar panels as well as 
more efficient generators. 

The reason for the focus is that it has become increasingly 
clear to military planners that the dependence on fossil fuels is 
the Navy and Marines’ biggest vulnerability -- in cost and 
mobility, Mr. Mabus said. 

Ships are most vulnerable when they are refueling -- the 
Navy destroyer Cole was bombed by Al Qaeda while it was 
refueling off the coast of Yemen, for example -- and guarding 
fuel convoys in Afghanistan has been particularly hazardous 
for American Marines: one dies for every 50 fuel convoys that 
come into Afghanistan, he said. “We’re not doing this because 
it’s the flavor of the month or trendy,” he said of the effort to 
use alternative energy sources. 

Return to Index 
 

2. U.S. Secretary Of Navy Visits 11th Marine Expeditionary Unit 
(MARINE CORPS NEWS SERVICE 16 DEC 11) ... Capt. Roger Hollenbeck 

KUANTAN, Malaysia – During his time in Malaysia the 
Honorable Ray Mabus, 75th Secretary of the Navy, paid a 
visit to Marines and Sailors participating in exercise Kilat 
Eagle here Dec. 16. 

Mabus, accompanied by embassy personnel and high 
ranking Malaysian officers, drove from Kuantan Air Base 
where he arrived by plane to the MEU’s forward operating 
base in the Malaysian jungle. Once at the base, he was shown 
the expeditionary solar-powered charging stations, interacted 
with Marine snipers and Malaysian mortarmen and saw an 
assault demonstration put on by Marines of Company I and 
Malaysian 10th Parachute Brigade. 

Marines, Sailors and Malaysian soldiers gathered in the 
rain to hear Mabus speak.“I know you Marines are only happy 
when you are in the field, dirty and wet,” Mabus said. “So you 
all have got to be having a great time out here.” 

The Secretary spoke about the future of the Navy and 
Marine Corps, noting the importance of the Corps’ 
expeditionary heritage, and the Marines ability to be forward 
deployed and conducting these engagement opportunities. He 
answered questions from the Marines about what the future 
holds for the Marine Corps and how he views future threats. 
He also took a moment to record a holiday greeting to all 
service members and their families with the Marines and 
Sailors at the base. 

“The Navy and Marine Corps are the most formidable 
expeditionary fighting force the world has ever known, but 
being America’s away team - doing our jobs, forward 
deployed, globally engaged in the defense of our country 
means that many of you are far from home, and far from loved 
ones. It’s never easy, and it’s particularly hard during the 
holiday season. Whether you are afloat or ashore, whether you 
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are far from home or at home, I want to wish you a happy 
holiday from a very very grateful nation.” 

After saying farewell and wishing the Marines a safe 
deployment, the Secretary and entourage returned to Kuantan 
Air Base to catch their flight. 

“It was a pleasure to showcase the great things the 
Marines and Sailors of the Marine Expeditionary Unit are 
doing,” said Col. Michael Hudson, the 11th MEU’s 
commanding officer who accompanied the Secretary and 
during the tour. “Having the SECNAV interacting with the 
Marines and Sailors from the MEU, forward deployed in 

Malaysia, was a tremendous opportunity for these amazing 
Americans to hear how important their commitment is.” 

Kilat Eagle, a bilateral cooperative exercise currently 
underway between Marines and Sailors of the 11th Marine 
Expeditionary Unit and Malaysian Army personnel, gives the 
forces the opportunity to exchange skills, and a chance to 
experience training in a jungle environment in the Pacific. 

The MEU's major subordinate elements participating in 
the training are Battalion Landing Team 3/1, Marine Medium 
Helicopter Squadron 268 (Reinforced) and Combat Logistics 
Battalion 11. 

Return to Index 
 

3. Wreath Laid For Sailors Killed In 1804 
(LOS ANGELES TIMES 18 DEC 11) ... David S. Cloud 

TRIPOLI, LIBYA -- In a walled cemetery overlooking 
Tripoli's harbor lie the plain sandstone graves of the crew of 
the Intrepid, a U.S. ship that blew up on a secret mission 200 
years ago. 

"Here lies an American Sailor who gave his life in the 
explosion of the United States Ship Intrepid in Tripoli Harbor 
Sept 4, 1804," reads a plaque on one of the graves in this 
tranquil resting place shaded by a gnarled tree and protected 
by 12-foot walls and wooden doors. 

On Saturday, Defense Secretary Leon E. Panetta, on his 
first visit to Libya, placed a wreath at the site and stood 
silently for a moment, his head bowed. 

Under pressure from descendants of the crew, Congress 
this month ordered the Defense Department to study the 
feasibility of repatriating the remains to the United States. 

But the Navy argues that as long as the cemetery is 
properly maintained, the remains should be left in Tripoli, in 
keeping with the service's tradition that Sailors killed in battle 
should lie where they fall. 

Panetta did not mention the debate about whether to dig 
up the graves, but after touring the cemetery on a four-hour 
stop in Libya, he appeared inclined to side with the Navy. 

"The Libyan people have maintained this cemetery with 
the respect and honor it deserves," he said in a statement. 

The 13-man Intrepid crew under the command of Lt. 
Richard Somers was on a secret night mission to attack pirate 

ships, but the explosives-packed Intrepid blew up accidentally 
before reaching the harbor. 

The next morning, 13 bodies washed up onshore, and an 
angry mob dragged them through the city. The remains were 
eventually interred in an unmarked mass grave outside the 
city. 

"Having sailed into harm's way to secure our nation's 
interests, they volunteered for a dangerous mission and paid 
the ultimate price," Panetta said. 

In 1949, under pressure from the crew's descendants, the 
Libyan government arranged to rebury the remains in the so-
called Protestant cemetery that Panetta visited Saturday. 

The Libyan government's care for the cemetery appears to 
have waxed and waned, especially under former Libyan leader 
Moammar Kadafi, who was ousted and killed this year after 
more than four decades in power. 

But after complaints from the Sailors' descendants that the 
graves weren't being cared for, the Libyan government began 
a renovation project that was completed in January, just weeks 
before the start of the rebellion that drove Kadafi from power. 

Statement by Secretary Panetta Following Visit to 
Tripoli Cemetery 

(DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 17 DEC 11) Secretary 
of Defense Leon E. Panetta 

http://www.defense.gov/transcripts/transcript.aspx?transcr
iptid=4947 
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4. Transition Benefits: Many Are Available to All Sailors 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 16 DEC 11) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Monique K. Hilley, Commander, Navy 
Installations Command Public Affairs 

WASHINGTON -- All Sailors transitioning out of the 
Navy are encouraged to visit their Fleet and Family Support 
Center (FFSC) to receive information on all of the services 
and benefits available to them. 

Commander, Navy Installations Command (CNIC) 
FFSC's offer transition assistance services to prepare 
separating and retiring service members and their families 
with the skills, tools and self-confidence needed to ensure 
successful re-entry into the civilian workforce. 

The Transition Assistance Program (TAP) is designed to 
enhance personal readiness, speed the attainment of career 
milestones, and return Sailors to the civilian community. 

Pre-separation counseling, benefits and financial 
considerations during a career change, employment assistance, 
relocation assistance, and the Transition Assistance Program 

(TAP) workshop provided by the Department of Labor are just 
a few of the many services available at FFSC's worldwide. 

The TAP workshop covers many topics including 
employment skills verification, individual skills assessment, 
pre-separation counseling, an understanding of the civilian 
workplace, job search process, federal employment 
opportunities, financial management, interview techniques, 
resume preparation, networking, VA benefits eligibility, salary 
negotiation, job training opportunities, educational 
opportunities, spouse employment and relocation assistance. 

The TAP workshop is mandatory for all Enlisted 
Retention Board (ERB) selected Sailors and highly 
encouraged for all personnel departing the military service. 

Career Options and Navy Skills Evaluations Program 
(CONSEP) is also available to Sailors with 12-24 months 
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remaining on their current contract that are either first-term 
Sailors or mid-career Sailors with 6-12 years of active duty. 

CONSEP is a 32-hour workshop providing enlisted 
Sailors with comprehensive military and civilian career 
information enabling students to make informed decisions 
concerning their career path. During CONSEP, Sailors will be 
offered personalized "career coaching" services free of charge 
for both themselves and their family members. 

Sailors looking for further transition assistance resources 
can access TurboTAP at www.TurboTAP.org for 24/7 access 
to helpful pre-separation and transition guides, employment, 

education, relocation and benefits checklists and more. Other 
information about career options and employment 
opportunities is available at www.careeronestop.org, a 
Department of Labor website. 

Complete information about all of the transition 
assistance resources available through CNIC and FFSC's 
worldwide can be found at www.cnic.navy.mil. 

For any questions or more information about the Enlisted 
Retention Board visit the ERB website at 
http://www.public.navy.mil/bupers-
npc/boards/ERB/Pages/default2.aspx. 
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CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
5. Military Doctors On A Mission For Wounded Marine 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 18 DEC 11) ... Gretel C. Kovach 

The field where they wait for the medevac flight is strewn 
with dead stalks of opium poppy. Sgt. Collin Raaz, a 24-year-
old Marine scout sniper, is critically injured from a bomb 
strike. 

With his lower legs eviscerated, he worries about 
downdraft from the helicopter rotors and a vortex of dirt and 
chaff further contaminating his wounds. 

The pain is fearsome, but he isn’t afraid he’ll die. He has 
seen worse injuries during his two tours in Afghanistan. By 
the time he made it home, those Marines were walking on 
prosthetic legs. 

“The bird’s almost here,” a Marine tells him. 
“You guys better freaking cover me up because I don’t 

want to get dirt all over it,” Raaz says. 
When the Chinook approaches, the Marines shield their 

wounded team leader with their bodies. The helicopter lands, 
and they carry him on a stretcher to the loading bay. 

Raaz was hurt on June 15, serving with the 3rd Battalion, 
4th Marine Regiment in Helmand province. He is a Category 
A patient requiring the quickest evacuation possible. In 
addition to his leg injuries, he has a mild traumatic brain 
injury from the blast, a fracture at the base of his spine, 
ruptured eardrum and shrapnel wounds to his thighs and groin. 

Tourniquets cinched on his legs stopped the blood loss 
and saved him from dying right there beside the canal, where 
he stepped on one of the makeshift insurgent bombs the 
military calls improvised explosive devices. 

What remains of his healthy muscle and soft tissue will 
begin to die in about six hours if the tourniquets aren’t 
removed. The faster he can get to a surgeon, ideally within the 
“golden hour” of trauma care, the better his overall prognosis. 

Medevac Out 
Raaz is airlifted out by the British Medical Emergency 

Response Team. It operates a flying emergency room of sorts, 
where doctors can infuse blood and stabilize breathing en 
route to the battlefield hospital. 

As the massive helicopter thumps through clear blue skies 
over the Helmand River, medical staff place a mask on Raaz’s 
face to administer oxygen and anesthesia. 

Raaz remembers a British crew member yanking one of 
his bare leg bones off and tossing it aside. Medevac personnel 
usually take great care to save every bit of flesh or bone. They 
wrap the most pulverized limbs in dressings and bring 

surgeons body parts on ice, asking if they can be sewn back 
on. 

You son of a bitch, Raaz thinks. I might need that. 
They slam an injection into soft bone in his arm, to 

administer blood and medicine more quickly than hunting for 
a vein. It hurts so bad Raaz swings a punch. He loses 
consciousness before he can connect. 

It will be days later before he fully awakens. 
San Diego Surgeon 
At Bastion hospital, a British-run and internationally 

staffed medical facility at the base in Helmand province 
adjoining Camp Leatherneck — headquarters for Marine 
operations in southwestern Afghanistan — they roll him into 
the emergency department. 

Navy Lt. Cmdr. Kathryn Hanna, a 32-year-old orthopedic 
surgeon who normally works at San Diego Naval Medical 
Center, in Balboa Park, is among a team of some 25 doctors, 
nurses and technicians waiting to assess each patient. 

The summer months had grown very busy for them at 
Bastion. Hanna often operates from morning until midnight. 

This is her first combat deployment. IED blasts 
traumatize the body like nothing a doctor ever encounters 
stateside. Not even in the worst car accidents. It would have 
been difficult to deal with if she hadn’t felt so strongly that she 
was helping save their lives. 

But it did get to her a few times. Once when she pulled an 
ultrasound picture of an unborn baby out of a service man’s 
pocket. Again when she found a photo of the wounded young 
man on the gurney, looking so healthy and happy seated on a 
rug in an Olan Mills-style portrait with his wife and child. 

The wounded who live on, they too are heroes of the war, 
she says. “We remember all the people that have passed away. 
We use the phrase ‘they gave their lives for this.’ Well, these 
guys gave their lives as far I’m concerned to this war. 

“Whatever plan you had originally, you gave it all in that 
moment,” she says. 

Young Marine 
Raaz is one of hundreds of patients Hanna operated on 

that summer. He is a standard case on the spectrum of IED 
blast injuries treated at Bastion — a severely wounded double 
amputee. 

Within 10 minutes of arrival, the team members have 
taken an ultrasound and X-rays and wheeled Raaz down the 
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hall to the CT scanner, to check for internal bleeding and other 
life-threatening injuries they cannot see. 

In the glare of the operating room smelling of fresh blood 
and disinfectants, Hanna and two British surgeons work on 
Raaz simultaneously. Over the low hum of conversation and 
stereo music, they flush his leg wounds clean, cut away dead 
and contaminated tissue and painstakingly hand-tie severed 
blood vessels. 

Often the bombs do most of the amputation for them. 
Then the blast pulls in grass, bolts packed as shrapnel, belt 
buckles, shreds of boot or whatever else, and rams it higher up 
the leg toward the groin, destroying tissue in what may look 
like an intact section of limb. 

Hanna leaves Raaz with one knee, which would make it 
much easier for him to walk on prosthetic legs. But another 
surgeon in the battlefield-care pipeline later has to take the 
amputation higher. 

For the medical and emotional needs of the patient, Hanna 
tries to salvage as much as possible. A flap of skin, for 
instance, can be wrapped around the residual limb instead of a 
graft. 

With IED wounds, “you get these very strange patterns of 
skin and bone remaining, because you’re leaving everything 
that’s viable behind, to allow them the best chance to keep as 
much length as they can,” Hanna says, “as well as to have as 
much healthy tissue for reconstruction later.” 

Anything remotely dirty, necrotic or infected, however, 
must go. “Clean tissue is what’s going to save their life. An 
infection from trying to save a stump is what’s going to kill 
them,” she says. 

After half a day at Bastion, Raaz is strapped into a plane 
and flown to military hospitals at Bagram air field near Kabul, 
then Landstuhl, Germany. Along the way he drifts in and out 
of consciousness. 

Bethesda 
Six days after he is injured, Raaz arrives in the United 

States at the National Naval Medical Center at Bethesda, Md. 
When he emerges from his first surgery, his parents and two 
brothers are there to meet him. 

Doctors drill a metal brace through his skin into his 
pelvis. The external fixator stabilizes his bones while they 

mend. Surgeons operate repeatedly to clean infection and 
dying tissue from his thighs and rework the amputation sites 
with skin grafts. 

Raaz is too frail to venture outside much. Just sitting 
upright in his wheelchair makes him nauseated. Inside the 
hospital ward, the halls echo with the racket of construction 
crews preparing for the consolidation with Walter Reed Army 
Medical Center in Washington. 

Sgt. Travis Beattie, Raaz’s closest friend, visits Raaz at 
Bethesda before deploying to Afghanistan as a combat 
replacement for the wounded. 

Beattie, 23, tries to banter with him as usual, but Raaz is 
in bad shape. 

He is heavily medicated on pain killers and hooked to a 
catheter. Open wounds drain from the stumps of his legs. 

“Seeing him like that was kind of a shock,” Beattie 
recalls. Not his mangled body — “we had seen that before.” 

The Raaz he knows is always confident and strong-willed. 
“Raaz weak and in pain, that was the hardest part. That he 
hadn’t regained his cockiness,” Beattie says. 

The endless surgeries, the pain, one day it all begins to 
overwhelm Raaz. Regret creeps in. 

Why did I go back to Afghanistan? I had already been 
there and done my thing. I would have been out of the Marine 
Corps. I should have just gotten out ... 

One night in the hospital, Raaz unloads on his father. 
“I am tired of going into surgeries. I am tired of coming 

out of them. I am tired of not remembering days or half-days,” 
he tells his father. “I want out of this hospital.” 

The sorrow the father feels seeing his son in that 
condition is unfathomable. Months later, it will still be too 
difficult for him to describe. But Jerry Raaz tells his son not to 
let the injuries define him. 

“Sitting here dwelling on it, that isn’t going to help you,” 
he says. “Focus on your future.” 

At that moment, Raaz’s future seems to him about as big 
as his hospital bed. 

This article is one of an eight part series. For more in the 
series, visit Gretel C. Kovach at the San Diego Union-
Tribune. 
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6. Submarine Asheville Returns From Deployment 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 16 DEC 11) ... Gary Robbins 

The fast-attack submarine Asheville returned to Point 
Loma Friday, wrapping up a four month deployment during 
which the crew traveled to the Caribbean, and Central and 
South America, says the Navy. The boat and its roughly 140 
Sailors traversed about 20,000 nautical miles during the 
mission. 

The Navy said in a statement that 362-foot boat 
"participated in missions to counter the growing connection 
among narcotics groups, illicit trafficking networks, and 
hybrid criminal-terrorist insurgent organizations. The 
submarine also conducted two port visits to Panama, 
furthering relations with U.S. partners in Central America." 

View Clip (RT: 0:40) 
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7. USS Albuquerque Returns From Western Pacific Deployment 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 16 DEC 11) ... Commander, Submarine Squadron 11 Public Affairs 

NAVAL BASE POINT LOMA, Calif -- Friends and 
families of Sailors aboard the Los Angeles-class, fast-attack 
submarine USS Albuquerque (SSN 706) welcomed home the 
submarine's crew Dec. 15, following a six-month deployment 
to the western Pacific. 

The deployment supported the nation's maritime strategy, 
which includes maritime security, forward presence, sea 
control, and power projection. 

During the deployment, which covered more than 40,000 
nautical miles, Albuquerque executed missions vital to 
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national security and participated in major naval exercises. 
The ship's port visits included Brisbane, Australia; Yokosuka, 
Japan; and Guam. 

Albuquerque, in conjunction with other ships from the 
U.S., Australian, and Canadian navies, took part in a 
multinational and multi-service exercise known as Talisman 
Sabre, which displayed the latest capabilities of the U.S 
submarine force and reemphasized the cooperation necessary 
for the success of regional security. Albuquerque also took 
part in a similar exercise with Japan, reinforcing the U.S. 
Navy's credible presence in the region. 

Albuquerque's Commanding Officer, Cmdr. Chris 
Cavanaugh, is particularly proud of how the crew prepared for 

and executed the deployment. "I consider every man on my 
crew a national treasure," he said. "They operated the ship 
superbly in the most challenging environments throughout the 
western Pacific and kept the ship performing at max capability 
to allow Albuquerque to accomplish all missions. They also 
represented the U.S. impeccably during the foreign port 
visits," he said. 

Albuquerque was commissioned May 21, 1983. 
Measuring more than 360 feet long and displacing more than 
6,900 tons, Albuquerque has a crew of nearly 140 Sailors. 
Albuquerque is capable of supporting various missions, 
including anti-submarine warfare, anti-surface ship warfare, 
strike, surveillance. 
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8. Minesweepers ‘Some Of The Most Versatile’ Sailors 
USS Patriot: En Route to Annual Exercise 2011 
(STARS AND STRIPES 18 DEC 11) ... Matthew M. Burke 

SASEBO NAVAL BASE, Japan — As the USS Patriot 
steamed down the western coast of Japan under blackout 
conditions, Senior Chief Petty Officer Jesse Kenner and 
several junior Sailors pored over radar and communications 
screens in the ship’s combat information center. 

Cascaded in dull blue light, and with the sound of 
computer servers whirring around them, the Sailors were on 
the lookout for the roadside bombs of the sea: underwater 
mines. 

Underwater mines are a real threat and have the ability to 
level the playing field in a conflict between two disparate 
naval powers. 

China and North Korea are each reportedly taking steps to 
neutralize the naval supremacy of the U.S. in case of a 
conflict, with the latter allegedly developing nuclear sea mines 
and the former prepared to deploy upward of 80,000, 
according to U.S. military officials. 

"Mines are very dangerous to all sizes of vessels," the 
Patriot’s skipper, Lt. Cmdr. Suzanne Schang, said as her ship 
headed to Kagoshima in late October to meet the Japanese for 
sea exercises. "Much of the threat is also psychological, so if 
vessels know there are mines in an area, even if they don’t 
know much about it, it will affect commerce and impacts the 
sea lanes." 

Mines are quite prevalent and their use has not dropped in 
recent years, even though usage often goes unnoticed. And 
those left over and forgotten from past conflicts sometimes 
break away from their tethers and float onto beaches around 
the world. 

Underwater mines can be purchased for as little as 
$1,500, so even sanction-wary despots like Saddam Hussein 
have traditionally built up stockpiles. The BBC reported that 
as recently as April, NATO warships intercepted forces loyal 
to now deposed Libyan dictator Moammar Gadhafi as they 
tried to mine the harbor of Misrata to keep ships from 
evacuating the wounded. 

To meet this challenge, the Navy plans to replace all 14 
aging Avenger-class minesweepers with new multifunction 
Littoral Combat Ships over the next 15 years, Navy officials 
said. 

The new all-purpose ships can be fitted with different 
packages, from minesweeping to surface warfare depending 
on the mission, according to Lt. Richard Drake, spokesman for 

Commander, Amphibious Force 7th Fleet. Of these ships, 24 
will have the capabilities to find and eliminate surface and 
underwater explosives. 

Until these upgraded ships are ready, keeping the world’s 
shipping lanes open and allowing amphibious insertions falls 
on the small, gray, unassuming, mine countermeasure ships 
and the men and women who helm them. 

Jacks Of All Trades 
The Sailors who search and destroy these mines serve on 

the Navy’s smallest forward-deployed ships, at 224 feet long, 
and are tossed unmercifully in swells as high as 10 to 12 feet. 
There are almost as many officers on board the Wasp-class 
multipurpose amphibious assault ship USS Essex as there are 
total Sailors on the Avenger-class Patriot. 

The comparatively miniscule crews of about 85 are forced 
to work long hours, even longer during combat situations, and 
learn many jobs on board. 

"Administration and maintenance requirements are the 
same [as on a big ship], only we have less people," said Lt. 
Shane Dennis, who oversees work in the engine room. 

The Sailors aboard the Patriot refer to themselves as jacks 
of all trades. 

Petty Officer 2nd Class Tyler King, 25, a mineman from 
Utah, re-enlisted on Oct. 26. That day, he trained with the .50 
caliber guns; he spent the next day working with the ship’s 
mine neutralization gear — his primary job onboard. Later, he 
performed a watch in the engine room and finished his day in 
the ship’s mine-hunting combat information nerve center. 

He is a prime example of a hybrid Sailor, able to perform 
a myriad of duties that make him invaluable on a ship with a 
small crew. 

"Everyone has to do more. They’re more qualified [than 
other Sailors] out of necessity," Schang said. "They are some 
of the hardest working Sailors I have ever met and some of the 
most versatile." 

These traits make minemen sought after by other ships 
and commands, Schang said, but most tend to stay in the mine 
community for their entire Navy careers. 

In addition to cross-training, Schang said, the crew does 
all of the sustainability work. On bigger ships, there are 
Sailors dedicated to specific jobs like maintaining the armory 
or working the lines. 
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As she spoke, Schang turned to Petty Officer 2nd Class 
Derek Smith, 26, the ship’s assistant leading petty officer of 
the deck, whose main duties include minesweeping and small 
boat operations. Smith, from Rohnert Park, Calif., stood a few 
feet away, stoically steering the Patriot. 

"Here’s a perfect example" of the range of duties one 
person might handle, she said. "We have a surfer kid from 
Cali driving a warship." 

Smith’s superior on the deck and close friend, Petty 
Officer 2nd Class Joshua Halbrooks, said that he also feels 
comfortable out of his element. 

"I came to the ship as a sonar technician, which is 
completely different than what I’m doing right now," 
Halbrooks said. "I went from using my brains to using my 
hands." 

View Gallery (12 images) 
USS Patriot: En Route to Annual Exercise 2011 
View Clip - (RT: 4:05) 
Like Another Family: Life Aboard a Forward 

Deployed Mine Countermeasure Ship 
View Clip (RT: 1:44) 
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9. USS New Orleans Hosts Royal Cambodian Navy During MAREX 2012 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 17 DEC 11) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Gabriel Owens, USS New Orleans Public Affairs 

USS NEW ORLEANS, At Sea -- Amphibious transport 
dock USS New Orleans (LPD 18) hosted more than a dozen 
members of the Royal Cambodian Navy (RCN) Dec. 14-15, 
during Cambodian Marine Exercise (MAREX) 2012. 

MAREX is a multi-day theater security cooperation 
exercise between the U.S. and Cambodian military designed to 
share expertise related to humanitarian assistance and disaster 
relief response. 

The Cambodians observed a variety of shipboard 
exercises and evolutions, while also participating in joint 
maritime raiding force boarding drills with the crew and 
embarked Marines of New Orleans. 

"Working with partner nations is one of the core 
competencies of the U.S. Navy," said Cmdr. Dennis Jacko, 
USS New Orleans commanding officer. "Building 
interoperability and familiarity with standard operating 
procedures builds enhanced security and cooperation in these 
country's local regions." 

The crew of New Orleans showed hospitality and 
enthusiasm in not only showing off the capabilities of "Big 
Easy," but ensuring their guests and training partners felt at 
home. 

"It was a little awkward at first, but Sailors are Sailors," 
said Aviation Boatswain's Mate (Fuels) 2nd Class Borith 
Prom, a Cambodian-American who acted as a tour guide and 
translator. "Once they started feeling comfortable being here, 
they got very excited touring all our neat stuff and observing 
our evolutions." 

New Orleans went through several drills with two RCN 
ships, including flashing light drills; ship stationing; and visit, 
board, search and seizure drills. 

"I think we learned just as much from them as they did 
from us," said Electronics Technician 2nd Class Patrick 
Wilkes, USS New Orleans Maritime Raid Force Team. "They 
were so fast going up and down the boarding ladders during 
the drills. I was very impressed." 

The second day capped off the evolution with a man 
overboard drill and a ride in a landing craft, air cushioned 
(LCAC). 

"Although their ships were one-twentieth the size of New 
Orleans, the Cambodians were very professional in their 
execution of formation maneuvers and visual 
communications," said Jacko. "I think they are very 
enthusiastic about future visits and continuing to build upon a 
firm foundation of teamwork that we established." 

New Orleans deployed Nov. 14, in support of the Navy's 
maritime strategy and is currently conducting theater security 
cooperation missions in the U.S. 7th Fleet area of 
responsibility (AOR). 

New Orleans, amphibious dock landing ship USS Pearl 
Harbor (LSD 52) and amphibious assault ship USS Makin 
Island (LHD 8), along with the embarked 11th Marine 
Expeditionary Unit, make up the Makin Island Amphibious 
Ready Group (ARG). 

The mission of the Makin Island ARG is to help provide 
deterrence, promote peace and security, preserve freedom of 
the seas and provide humanitarian/disaster response as well as 
supporting the Navy's Maritime Strategy when forward 
deployed. 

The 7th Fleet AOR includes more than 52 million square 
miles of the Pacific and Indian oceans, stretching from the 
international date line to the east coast of Africa, and from the 
Kuril Islands in the north to the Antarctic in the south. 

More than half of the world's population lives within the 
7th Fleet AOR. In addition, more than 80 percent of that 
population lives within 500 miles of the oceans, which means 
this is an inherently maritime region. 

Navy Medical Team Hosts Cambodian Healthcare 
Providers 

Medical personnel from Fleet Surgical Team (FST) 5 
hosted 25 Royal Cambodian navy and armed forces health 
care providers for a medical facilities tour aboard amphibious 
transport dock USS New Orleans (LPD 18) Dec. 16, as part of 
Cambodian Marine Exercise (MAREX) 2012. 

MAREX is a multi-day theater security cooperation 
exercise between the U.S. and Cambodian military, designed 
to share expertise related to humanitarian assistance and 
disaster relief response. 

During the visit to USS New Orleans, the Cambodian 
guests received a detailed brief of the ship's medical facilities 
ranging from initial triage to recovery areas. Providing 
humanitarian assistance and disaster recovery is a key 
component of the Navy's maritime strategy, especially in the 
U.S. 7th Fleet area of responsibility (AOR). 

"They were very impressed with the level of our 
technology and the immense ability we have to care for 
patients at every stage," said Cmdr. Eric Stedje-Larsen, FST-5 
office-in-charge. "They were genuinely surprised by the robust 
surgical platform and support systems in place aboard New 
Orleans." 
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Stedje-Larsen said the group was also able to see the 
inside of a CH-46 Marine helicopter and how it would be 
configured to support a mass casualty evacuation. The group 
also toured the ship's welldeck, focs'le and other common 
areas before departing. 

"They were very interested in the medical capabilities of 
the ship," said Hospital Corpsman 2nd Class Sopheap Nuon, a 
Cambodian-American from FST-5 who served as a translator 
for the tour group. 

Nuon, an eight-year Navy veteran, said he enjoyed 
coming back to the country where he was born and helping the 
New Orleans' crew learn how the Royal Cambodian Navy 
operates. 

Prior to the visit to New Orleans, the Cambodian health 
care providers were training with 11th Marine Expeditionary 
Unit (MEU) learning tactics, techniques and procedures for 
mass casualty evacuations. 
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10. Enterprise Works Up to Deployment 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 16 DEC 11) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Kristin L. Grover, USS Enterprise Public Affairs 

USS ENTERPRISE, At Sea -- Aircraft carrier USS 
Enterprise (CVN 65) wrapped up a two-week underway in the 
Atlantic Ocean Dec. 16, completing many qualifications 
needed for its upcoming deployment. 

During the underway period, Enterprise tested the crew in 
all areas including engineering, damage control, deck, 
navigation and flight operations. 

"We've truly put the crew to the test," said Cmdr. Ed 
Galvin, USS Enterprise operations officer. "Every training 
evolution, every launch, every trap, every general quarters 
drill was invaluable in preparing Enterprise for our upcoming 
deployment." 

Pilots from Carrier Air Wing (CVW) One refreshed their 
skills and 92 Fleet Replacement Squadron (FRS) pilots 
learned how to land and safely operate aircraft aboard an 
aircraft carrier through 997 arrested landings, 614 during the 
day and 315 during the night. 

In addition to the FRS carrier qualifications, Enterprise 
steamed 2,650 nautical miles and moved 713 passengers and 
31,000 lbs. of cargo via carrier on board delivery. Enterprise 
also conducted two replenishments at sea and ammunition 
loads, tested the close-in-weapons system, conducted 16 
propulsion plant drills and conducted five general quarters 
drills. 

Sailors new to Enterprise completed personal 
qualifications during these drills, ensuring all watch teams are 
fully proficient on their equipment and watchstations. 

"I'm impressed with the crew," said Capt. Greg C. 
Huffman, Enterprise executive officer. "They proved 
themselves during this underway and are well prepared for the 
remainder of workups and deployment." 

For news regarding USS Enterprise, visit 
www.enterprise.navy.mil or the USS Enterprise Facebook 
page at www.facebook.com/USS.Enterprise.CVN.65 and 
follow on Twitter @TheCVN65. 

Return to Index 
 

11. USS Olympia Completes Magnetic Silencing Treatment 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 17 DEC 11) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Ronald Gutridge, Commander, Submarine Force, 
U.S. Pacific Fleet Public Affairs 

PEARL HARBOR -- Los Angeles-class submarine USS 
Olympia (SSN 717) finished undergoing deperming at the new 
drive-in submarine magnetic silencing facility (MSF) at Joint 
Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam's Beckoning Point, Dec. 15. 

Olympia is the first submarine to complete this treatment 
at the facility. 

"After a culmination of 11 years of work by numerous 
Department of the Navy civilian contractors and Navy 
personnel, the completion and success of this treatment marks 
a milestone for future evolutions of this type," said Aaron 
Leong, MSF Pearl Harbor project lead supervisor. "With the 
certification of this facility and the USS Olympia, we now are 
prepared to continue operations for all types of submarines." 

Due to magnetic fields that are constantly being 
encountered during normal ship operations, ships and 
submarines build up a magnetic signature. The earth's natural 
magnetic fields between the North and South poles are being 
crossed routinely while the vessels are underway. 

The traversing of these natural fields and vessels lying 
dormant for extended periods of time during scheduled 
maintenance results in changes to a vessel's magnetic 
signature. Correcting those changes requires a thorough 
treatment process to minimize the level of permanent 
magnetism. 

Deperming is performed at the submarine MSF by 
temporarily surrounding a submarine with coils and supplying 
current to those coils to create high magnetic fields. By 
cycling the coil field, the permanent magnetization of the 
submarine is manipulated. 

The magnitude of the coil-induced magnetic field starts 
high and then is decreased with each cycle. When the process 
is completed, the magnitude of the permanent magnetization is 
equal to the ambient field. The MSF can control the ambient 
field to desired magnitudes. 

A closed-wrap MSF requires the submarine to be 
manually wrapped with heavy copper cables whereas the 
cables at a drive-in MSF are built into the facility; suspended 
above, below and on the sides of the submarine. The Pearl 
Harbor MSF, managed by Commander Navy Region Hawaii 
and operated by personnel from the Naval Undersea Warfare 
Center Detachment Pacific is capable of deperming all classes 
of U.S. submarines including Virginia-class submarines. 

"Our main concern was the safety of the crew and the 
integrity of the components inside the submarine," said Cmdr. 
Michael Boone, USS Olympia commanding officer. 

"The treatment process was a complete success, and I am 
proud of everybody who helped out in making Olympia 
capable of anything required by her to complete future mission 
tasking." 
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Olympia is the United States Navy's 104th nuclear 
powered submarine and the 95th of the attack submarine fleet. 

She is the 29th of the Los Angeles nuclear powered fast attack 
submarine class to be delivered to the Navy. 
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12. Last Convoy Of American Troops Leaves Iraq 
(NEW YORK TIMES 19 DEC 11) ... Tim Arango and Michael S. Schmidt 

BAGHDAD — The last convoy of American troops 
drove into Kuwait on Sunday morning, punctuating the end of 
the nearly nine-year war in Iraq. 

As an indication of the country the United States is 
leaving behind, for security reasons the last soldiers made no 
time for goodbyes to Iraqis with whom they had become 
acquainted. To keep details of the final trip secret from 
insurgents — or Iraqi security officers aligned with militias — 
interpreters for the last unit to leave the base called local tribal 
sheiks and government leaders on Saturday morning and 
conveyed that business would go on as usual, not letting on 
that all the Americans would soon be gone. 

The crossing brought a close to a final troop withdrawal 
drawn out over weeks of ceremonies in Baghdad and around 
Iraq, including a formal if muted flag-folding ceremony on 
Thursday, as well as visits by Vice President Joseph R. Biden 
Jr. and Defense Secretary Leon E. Panetta, and a trip to 
Washington by Prime Minister Nuri Kamal al-Maliki. 

The last troop movement out of Iraq, which included 
about 110 vehicles and 500 soldiers, began in darkness. 
Around 2:30 a.m., the convoy snaked out of Contingency 
Operating Base Adder, near the southern city of Nasiriya, and 
headed toward the border. 

As dawn approached on Sunday, the last trucks began to 
cross the border into Kuwait at an outpost lighted by 
floodlights and secured by barbed wire. 

“I just can’t wait to call my wife and kids and let them 
know I am safe,” said Sgt. First Class Rodolfo Ruiz just before 
his armored vehicle crossed over the border. “I am really 
feeling it now.” 

Shortly after enterng Kuwait, Sergeant Ruiz told the men 
in his vehicle: “Hey, guys, you made it.” 

Then, he ordered the vehicles in his convoy not to flash 
their lights or honk their horns. 

Many troops wondered how the Iraqis, whom they had 
worked closely with and trained over the past year, would 
react when they awakened on Sunday to find that the 
remaining American troops on the base had left without saying 
anything. 

“The Iraqis are going to wake up in the morning, and 
nobody will be there,” said a soldier who identified himself 
only as Specialist Joseph. He said he had emigrated to the 
United States from Iraq in 2009 and enlisted a year later, and 
refused to give his full name because he worried for his 
family’s safety. 

The reaction among Iraqis was muted, as it had been for 
weeks as the Americans packed up. Live images of the last 
convoy arriving in Kuwait were not shown on local television, 
as they were around the world. Some Iraqis were unaware on 
Sunday that the last of the American soldiers — aside from a 
vestigial force at the embassy — had left. 

“I just heard from you that they’ve withdrawn,” Mustafa 
Younis, an auto mechanic in Mosul, said to a reporter. “We’ve 
been waiting for this day since 2003. When they invaded us, 
we carried our machine guns and went out to fight them. We 

decided to do suicide operations against them. They 
committed many crimes, and we lost a lot of things because of 
them.” 

Some celebrated even before the final departure. On 
Saturday evening, Ahmed Haider, a teacher in the Khadimiya 
district of Baghdad, took his family out to a restaurant for a 
meal of pizza and sandwiches to mark the occasion. 

“I feel so happy,” he said. “This is the real happiness for 
all Iraqis, and I do not know why people are not making a big 
deal of it.” 

Of course, many Iraqis fear what comes next, and the 
withdrawal came against the backdrop of political crisis in 
Baghdad. A large group of mostly Sunni lawmakers 
announced a boycott of Parliament on Saturday in protest of a 
wave of arrests by the Shiite-dominated government that 
swept up a number of their aides and security guards. 

Several guards who work for Vice President Tariq al-
Hashimi, a top Sunni leader, have been arrested, and the 
government is said to be preparing a case against Mr. Hashimi 
on terrorism charges. 

Fearing that insurgents would try to attack the last 
Americans leaving the country, the military treated all 
convoys like combat missions. 

As the armored vehicles drove through the desert, Marine, 
Navy and Army helicopters and planes flew overhead, 
scanning the ground for insurgents and preparing to respond if 
the convoys were attacked. 

Col. Douglas Crissman, one of the military’s top 
commanders in southern Iraq, said Friday in an interview that 
he planned to be in a Black Hawk helicopter over the convoy 
with special communication equipment. 

“It is a little bit weird,” he said, referring to how he had 
not told his counterparts in the Iraqi military when the 
Americans were leaving. “But the professionals among them 
understand.” 

Over the past year, Colonel Crissman and his troops 
spearheaded the military’s efforts to ensure the security of 
Tampa, the long highway that passes through southern Iraq, 
which a majority of convoys passed through on the way out of 
the country. 

“Ninety-five percent of what we have done has been for 
everyone else,” Colonel Crissman said. 

Across the highway, the military built relationships with 
20 tribal sheiks, paying them to clear the highway of garbage, 
making it difficult for insurgents to hide roadside bombs in 
blown-out tires and trash. 

Along with keeping the highway clean, the military hoped 
that the sheiks would help police the highway and provide 
intelligence on militants. 

“I can’t possibly be all places at one time,” Colonel 
Crissman said in an interview in May. “There are real 
incentives for them to keep the highway safe. Those sheiks we 
have the best relationships with and have kept their highways 
clear and safe will be the most likely ones to get renewed for 
the remainder of the year.” 
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All American troops were legally obligated to leave by 
the end of the month, but President Obama, in announcing in 
October the end of military operations here, promised that 
everyone would be home for the holidays. 

Still, the United States will continue to play a role in Iraq. 
The largest American Embassy in the world is located here, 
and in the wake of the military departure it is doubling in size 
— to roughly 16,000 people, most of them contractors. Under 
the authority of the ambassador will be fewer than 200 
military personnel, to guard the embassy and oversee the sale 
of weapons to the Iraqi government. 

History’s final judgment on the war, which claimed 
nearly 4,500 American lives and cost almost $1 trillion, may 
not be determined for decades. 

But as the last troop convoy crossed over, it marked 
neither victory, nor defeat, but a kind of stalemate — one in 
which the optimists say violence has been reduced to a level 
that will allow the country to continue on its lurching path 
toward stability and democracy, and in which the pessimists 
say the American presence has been a Band-Aid on a festering 
wound. 

“Things will go worse in Iraq after the U.S. withdrawal, 
on all levels — security, economics and services,” said Hatem 
Imam, a businessman in Basra. “We are not ready for this.” 
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13. U.S. Offers Help In Rescue, Relief Efforts 
(BUSINESSWORLD (PHILIPPINES) 18 DEC 11) 

The United States government is ready to assist the 
Philippines in relief efforts for victims of typhoon Sendong, a 
top official in Washington said. 

“On behalf of President Obama and the people of the 
United States, I want to send my deepest condolences for the 
devastation and loss of life caused by flooding from Tropical 
Storm Washi in Southern Philippines,” remarked U.S. 
Secretary of State Hillary R. Clinton in a statement yesterday. 

“The U.S. government stands ready to assist Philippine 
authorities as they respond to this tragedy. Our thoughts and 
prayers are with all of those affected,” she added. 

Sought for comment, Tina Malone, information officer of 
the U.S. embassy in the Philippines, clarified that while ready 
to assist, the U.S. will await a formal request from the 
government. 

“If asked, we would respond” said Ms. Malone, via text. 
“At this point, no calls for international assistance have 

been made,” she added. 

At the Palace, Deputy Presidential Spokesperson Abigail 
F. Valte said that “any and all donations coming from either 
the public or the private sectors are welcome.” 

“But we will defer to the National Disaster and Risk 
Reduction Management Council as to that particular point. 
They are the ones who estimate the needs and our 
capabilities,” Ms. Valte said, over state-run dzRB. 

Ms. Valte added that President Benigno S. C. Aquino III 
will be visiting the flood-stricken areas, which the Palace later 
confirmed will be tomorrow. 

Meanwhile, the Department of Social Welfare and 
Development has pre-positioned P10.17 million in standby 
funds and P57.69 million worth of relief supplies for the 
storm-hit areas. 

The funds are primarily intended for Regions 7 (Central 
Visayas), 8 (Eastern Visayas), 9 (Zamboanga Peninsula), 10 
(Northern Mindanao), 11 (Davao Region), and the Caraga. 

Typhoon Sendong hit Cagayan de Oro City, Lanao 
provinces and Iligan and nearby provinces at the weekend. 

As of yesterday, the death toll had exceeded 500. 
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14. Disquiet Returns To China-India Relations 
Driven by insensitivity and nationalism, conflicting messages from Chinese ministries and India's media 
sensationalism, Sino-Indian friction is on the rise after years of relative stability. 
(LOS ANGELES TIMES 18 DEC 11) ... Mark Magnier 

NEW DELHI - The India-China relationship, relatively 
well managed for years by the two governments, is under 
growing pressure in the face of insensitivity and nationalism 
on both sides, India's hyperactive broadcast media and the 
growing autonomy of Chinese ministries, analysts say. 

Irritants that have spurred distrust recently between the 
two Asian giants include a series of reported incursions along 
their disputed 2,500-mile border. 

In one case, an Indian warship off Vietnam received an 
apparent Chinese naval radio transmission in July telling it to 
"leave Chinese waters." In another situation that upset India, 
an official Chinese brochure used at a November news 
conference in New Delhi announcing a $400-million 
investment by a Chinese state-owned heavy equipment 
manufacturer featured a map that included as part of China the 

Indian state of Arunachal Pradesh and sections of Kashmir 
claimed by India. 

The two neighbors are among the world's fastest-growing 
economies, but Chinese planning, infrastructure and foreign-
investment flows have seen it outpace India on the global 
business stage. 

"A closer look at the incidents suggests the Indian press 
made more of them than were there," Pramit Pal Chaudhuri, 
strategic affairs editor with the Hindustan Times newspaper, 
said at the Common Agenda Round Table conference in 
Shanghai in early December. "But they've strongly contributed 
to greater suspicion by the Indian public." 

Many people in India were annoyed by Beijing's policy a 
few years ago to issue Chinese visas separate from passports 
for Indians living in Kashmir. Divided Kashmir is claimed by 
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both India and Pakistan, and each side maintains its area of 
control. The visa policy, since reversed, offended many 
Indians, suggesting that Indian-controlled Kashmir was not an 
integral part of their country. 

India, in something of a tit for tat, allowed the Dalai Lama 
in 2009 to travel to a monastery near the Chinese border. 
Beijing deeply distrusts the exiled Tibetan spiritual leader — 
who escaped from China in 1959 and now lives in northern 
India — blaming him for the recent self-immolations by 
protesting monks and other unrest in Tibet and other regions. 
India's not-so-subtle message: If you start questioning our 
Kashmir claims, we'll do the same with your Tibet claims. 

Late last month, China pulled out of joint border talks 
because the Dalai Lama was speaking at a conference in New 
Delhi that week. 

"Differences have to be managed very carefully," said 
Sujit Dutta, professor at Delhi's Jamia Millia Islamia 
University. "We need to find a basic understanding." 

Although few see the two giants going to war, mutual 
mistrust can lead to missteps, analysts said. 

The China-India border may be the second-most 
dangerous frontier in Asia after the demilitarized zone 
separating North and South Korea, John Pomfret, a journalist 
and author of "Chinese Lessons," said at the Shanghai 
conference. In 1962, India and China fought a brief war in 
which India was trounced. 

"India is the only country defeated by Communist China 
in a war; they might be tempted to do it again," Pomfret said. 
"The Indians also might easily be lured by populist anti-China 
fever to do the same." 

Recent India-China misunderstandings have been 
compounded, Pomfret and other analysts said, by the growing 
autonomy of Chinese ministries. Where once they voiced a 
single party line, increasingly they espouse contradictory 
positions, making it more difficult to read Chinese intentions. 

Many of the problems China and India face are similar, 
including corruption, rapid urbanization and the challenge of 
feeding hundreds of millions of poor citizens, but their 
institutions and approach are often very different, said 
Rukmani Gupta, a research fellow at India's Institute of Peace 
and Conflict Studies. 

India's bid to stem corruption, for example, has been 
driven by massive public demonstrations and the legislature, 
Gupta said, while China's involves Communist Party policing 
even as it works hard to prevent protest gatherings. 

Zhu Huanian, deputy editor with the Shanghai Daily 
newspaper, said the rise of social media represents a challenge 
for governments increasingly finding themselves second-
guessed on policy. Nationalist bloggers in China are often 
particularly excitable about border and territorial disputes, 
other analysts said. 

Until a few years ago China ranked near the top of foreign 
nations in Indian public opinion surveys, but that's slipped 
significantly, said the Hindustan Times' Chaudhuri, who is 
part of a grouping of academics, journalists and think tank 
analysts looking at India-China relations. 

This is partially because of India's broadcast media, he 
said, which tends to sensationalize issues. Indian military 
officials suggest privately, for instance, that patrols from both 
countries routinely cross the India-China border given the 
rough, unmarked terrain. 

But China's clunky public relations hasn't helped, 
Chaudhuri said. China's ambassador to India, Zhang Yan, told 
an Indian journalist to "shut up" during the investment news 
conference last month when challenged on why the Chinese 
brochure map mischaracterized the border. 

Sometimes worse, Chaudhuri said, is that Chinese 
officials often won't comment when there are problems, 
providing an opportunity for Indian hawks to paint China in 
the worst light, further fueling public distrust. 
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15. Pacific Coexistence ‘Possible’ 
(GLOBAL TIMES (CHINA) 19 DEC 11) ... Xu Tianran 

An official with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs said 
yesterday that China has neither the appetite nor the strength 
to keep the U.S. out of the Asia Pacific, and the Pacific Ocean 
is wide enough for both countries to coexist and cooperate, in 
response to a recent U.S. policy shift in the region. 

Le Yucheng, an assistant foreign minister, was quoted by 
the China News Service in the 2011 Forum for Review and 
Outlook for China's Foreign Affairs, held by China Foreign 
Affairs University, as saying that with the process of 
globalization, the interests of different countries are becoming 
increasingly connected and countries are becoming more 
interdependent on each other, so Cold War thinking is no 
longer applicable to foreign affairs policies. 

Le said that he has noticed that the U.S. is shifting its 
forces to the Asia Pacific region and is planning to deploy 
more power in the region. 

Reuters reported Friday that the U.S. Navy said it would 
station several new coastal combat ships in Singapore and 
perhaps in the Philippines in the coming years. 

The chief of naval operations, Admiral Jonathan Greenert, 
wrote in the December issue of Proceedings, published by the 

U.S. Naval Institute, that the U.S. Navy will increasingly 
focus on the strategic "maritime crossroads" of the Asia 
Pacific region. The U.S. may also deploy the advanced P-8A 
anti-submarine warfare planes and broad area maritime 
surveillance aerial vehicles in the Philippines or Thailand, 
Greenert wrote. 

"China is being increasingly assertive on the high seas. So 
while I don't see the U.S. as encircling China, it would be silly 
to say China wasn't part of it," Paul Dibb, the head of the 
Strategic and Defence Studies Centre at the Australian 
National University, told Reuters. 

"Some are concerned about this policy shift and doubt if 
China and the U.S. can peacefully coexist in the Asia Pacific, 
or even believe that our security situation is escalating," Le 
said. "Actually, the U.S. has never left the Asia Pacific. China 
has neither the appetite nor the strength to keep the U.S. out of 
the region. We hope the U.S. can play a constructive role in 
the region, including respecting China's core interests and 
major concerns," he said. 

Shen Dingli, director of the Center for American Studies 
at Fudan University, commented that the peaceful coexistence 
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of China and the U.S. in the Asia Pacific region requires a 
precondition for the two countries to respect each other's legal 
interests. 

The U.S. should stop arms sales to Taiwan, and every 
country in the region should respect each other's legal interests 
under the framework of International Law, Shen told the 
Global Times. 

The U.S. has to revive its economy and deal with its 
decline in power, and its military deployment in the region is 
not aggressive, but defensive in nature, aimed at avoiding 
military conflict in the region, said Wang Fan, an expert on 
international security at China Foreign Affairs University. 
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16. Japan's MSDF Vessel Makes First Port Call In China Since 2008 
(KYODO NEWS 19 DEC 11) 

QINGDAO China -- A Japanese Maritime Self-Defense 
Force destroyer called at a port in Qingdao in China's 
Shandong Province on Monday for friendly exchanges, in the 
first such visit to the neighboring country since 2008. 

The 4,550-ton destroyer Kirisame, which left Sasebo base 
in Nagasaki Prefecture on Saturday, will stay in Qingdao Port 
for five days to highlight efforts by Japan and China to build 
confidence ahead of Japanese Prime Minister Yoshihiko 
Noda's first official trip to China slated for next week. 

A welcoming ceremony for the Japanese vessel was held 
at a military wharf, which is off limits to the Chinese general 
public. The ship's commander, Rear Adm. Fumiyuki 
Kitagawa, is scheduled to pay a courtesy call on the Chinese 
Navy's North Sea Fleet Headquarters after the event. 

A Japanese destroyer visited a port in Zhanjiang in 
China's Guangdong Province in June 2008 in the first ever 
visit of its kind. 

After the first port call, visits by MSDF vessels to China 
were called off for two consecutive years due to a visit to 
Japan by an exiled Uyghur ethnic minority leader in July 2009 
and collisions involving a Chinese fishing boat and Japanese 
patrol boats off the disputed Senkaku Islands in the East China 
Sea in September last year. 

About 240 crew members of the Kirisame will take part in 
friendship events such as sporting matches and a joint concert 
of Japanese and Chinese naval bands in the military facility. 

They are also slated to conduct a communication drill 
with the crew of a Chinese navy vessel after leaving Qingdao 
Port on Friday and will return to Sasebo base on Sunday, 
according to the MSDF. 

A Chinese naval vessel visited ports in Tokyo in 
November 2007 and Hiroshima Prefecture in November 2009. 
Mutual port calls were agreed upon by the two countries' 
defense ministers in August 2007. 
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17. Phl Navy: Deployment Of Warship To Spratlys Will Not Increase Tensions 
(PHILIPPINE STAR 18 DEC 11) ... Alexis Romero 

MANILA, Philippines - The Department of National 
Defense (DND) yesterday gave assurance that the deployment 
of the warship BRP Gregorio del Pilar to the West Philippine 
Sea would not increase tensions in the region. 

DND spokesman Peter Paul Galvez said the deployment 
was merely intended to secure the Philippines’ exclusive 
economic zone (EEZ). 

“I don’t think so,” Galvez said when asked if the move 
would be a cause of concern for China and other claimants of 
the Spratly Islands. 

“We were clear that it is simply there for us to really take 
care of our exclusive economic zone and it is but our mandate 
to do so. Or primary initiative is to protect our own territory,” 
he said. 

Galvez maintained that the Philippines would continue to 
comply with existing international laws. 

“We will continue to implement what we need to do – to 
protect our EEZ,” he said. 

The military echoed this, saying that the deployment of 
the ship is part of the efforts to maintain the country’s 
sovereignty. 

“The things being done on the BRP del Pilar is part of our 
mandate of protecting our vast marine and natural resources. It 
is part of our mandate to maintain the territorial integrity (and) 
sovereignty of our Filipino nation,” Armed Forces spokesman 
Col. Arnulfo Burgos Jr. said in a press briefing. 

The BRP Gregorio del Pilar, the Philippines’ largest 
warship, was commissioned last Wednesday and will be 
deployed to the West Philippine Sea this month. 

Navy Capt. Alberto Cruz, commanding officer of the 
ship, said the vessel would reach the West Philippine Sea 
before Christmas. 

Early this year, the Philippine government acquired the 
BRP Gregorio del Pilar from the U.S. Coast Guard to beef up 
its external defense capabilities. 

The ship is the Navy’s first Hamilton-class vessel and was 
acquired under the U.S. Foreign Military Sales program. The 
government spent P450 million for the vessel’s transfer costs. 

The BRP Gregorio del Pilar is 380 feet-long and is now 
the Navy’s largest ship. It will be used to secure energy 
projects in the Malampaya field off Palawan. 

The Philippines will be deploying the warship amid a 
territorial row over the Spratly Islands, an area in the West 
Philippine Sea that is rich in mineral and marine resources. 

The Philippines, China, Brunei, Malaysia, Vietnam and 
Taiwan claim either part or the entire Spratly Islands, which 
has been the subject of a territorial dispute in the region. 

The Philippines is pushing for a multilateral approach to 
resolve the territorial row. 

China, however, said conflicting claims should be 
addressed through direct bilateral negotiations among claimant 
countries. It also discouraged the intervention of external 
forces that are not party to the dispute such as the United 
States. 

Meanwhile, the DND is mum on reports that China has 
deployed its largest patrol ship to the East China Sea to protect 
its territorial claims. 
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“In our case, we are simply here to protect our EEZ. We 
are more concerned with what’s happening with our EEZ. We 
really need to protect our own area first before we consider 
other incidents,” Galvez said. 

The DND has not received reports about the sending of 
the Chinese ship to the East China Sea, Galvez said. 

Reports said the Chinese ship, named Haijian 50, started 
its voyage to the East China Sea last Tuesday. 

Chinese officials were quoted as saying that the ship 
would visit Rixiang Rock, Suyan Rock, the oil and gas fields 
of Chunxiao and Pinghu, and zones being developed by Japan 
and China. 
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18. Capability Reviews Bring Changes for Australia's Navy 
(DEFENSE NEWS 16 DEC 11) ... Nigel Pittaway 

MELBOURNE, Australia - The Australian government 
this week announced its response to two reports that criticize 
the operational capability of the Royal Australian Navy. 

Speaking to media on Dec. 13, Defence Minister Stephen 
Smith and Jason Clare, minister for defense materiel, 
announced the Navy would acquire an additional sealift ship 
to improve its amphibious capability, following withdrawal of 
two amphibious warfare vessels, Kanimbla and Manoora, due 
to poor condition earlier this year. 

The ministers also detailed responses to the recently 
released first phase of a review of maintenance of the Navy's 
six Collins-class submarines by John Coles, an independent 
expert from BMT Defence Services in the U.K. 

The review was commissioned following revelations that 
most, and sometimes all, of Australia's submarines were not 
able to put to sea for a period of time and that sustainment 
costs had increased dramatically. 

Speaking during the commissioning of the RAN's 
amphibious ship Choules in Western Australia, Smith 
responded to Phase 1 of the Coles review, saying that 
implementation of the recommendations will begin 
immediately. 

"The report shows very deep, long-standing difficulties so 
far as maintenance and sustainment of the Collins-class 
submarine is concerned," he said. "It points to very serious 
flaws over a long period of time and draws attention to the 
need for fundamental reform in the way in which maintenance 
and sustainment is effected. The report itself makes very 
salutary reading, and it is a no-holds-barred report into what I 
regard as a long-standing systemic difficulty so far as Collins-
class maintenance is concerned." 

The report identified a range of shortfalls, including poor 
availability, a lack of cohesion in strategic leadership, a lack 
of clarity about accountability and responsibility, unclear 
requirements and unrealistic goals. 

Its recommendations include increasing the provision of 
spare parts, further training and the development of an In-
Service Support Contract between the government's Defence 
Materiel Organisation and the Australian Submarine Corp., 
manufacturers of the Collins boats. 

Phase 2 of the Coles report will be released in April. 
The Rizzo report, commissioned to investigate Australia's 

amphibious capability and conducted by independent external 
reviewer Paul Rizzo, was submitted to government in July and 
has directly resulted in the plans to acquire a third vessel to 
complement Choules and the existing landing ship, Tobruk. 

To cover the shortfall in the interim, the Australian 
Defence Force is leasing the subsea operations vessel 
Windemere from civilian sources. 

"A commercial off-the-shelf vessel will be sought so that 
minimal modifications will be needed, allowing the ship to 
enter service in the course of 2012," Smith said. The new ship 
"will primarily be used to transport troops and supplies in 
support of humanitarian and disaster relief operations 
domestically and in the region. Detailed discussions on the 
purchase will be taken in the near future." 

Responding to the Coles and Rizzo reviews, Chief of 
Navy Vice Adm. Ray Griggs said, "I see these reviews as a 
very important opportunity for Navy, and for me as the 
capability manager, to be able to exercise my responsibilities. 
I don't see them as a threat. I see them - and their candor and 
honesty - as extremely useful to me to exercise my 
responsibilities and to make sure that we work together to get 
the sustainment of our Collins submarines right." 

Australia plans to build 12 conventionally powered 
submarines to replace the Collins boats in the next decade, and 
Smith and Clare also announced Dec. 13 that French 
shipbuilder DCNS, Germany's HDW and Spain's Navantia 
will be issued requests for information. 

Australia has also contracted with Babcock to study the 
establishment of a land-based propulsion systems test facility 
in response to a Rand Corp. study into Australia's submarine 
design capabilities and capacities. 

The government has held high-level discussions with the 
U.S. Navy on the Future Submarine Project, most recently 
during November's AUSMIN ministerial talks. 

"The Future Submarine Project is the biggest and most 
complex defense project we have ever embarked upon," Clare 
said. "It will involve hundreds of companies, thousands of 
workers and a lot of skills that do not currently exist in 
sufficient numbers. 

"Some of those skills are available overseas; others will 
have to be grown here. Now is the time to develop a plan to 
make sure we have the skills we need when we start designing 
and building the submarines." 

Clare said future announcements regarding the program 
will be made in 2012. 

Smith and Clare also announced a study into alternate 
methods of crewing some naval vessels with a mix of civilian 
and military crews in a manner similar to the Military Sealift 
Command in the U.S. or Britain's Royal Fleet Auxiliary. 
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19. Iran Embarking On Ambitious $1 Billion Cyber-Warfare Program 
(JERUSALEM POST 18 DEC 11) ... Yaakov Katz 

Tehran has embarked on an ambitious plan to boost its 
offensive and defensive cyber-warfare capabilities and is 
investing $1 billion in developing new technology and hiring 
new computer experts. 

Iran has been the victim of a number of cyber attacks in 
recent years, some attributed to Israel. The most famous attack 
was by a virus called Stuxnet which is believed, at its prime, 
to have destroyed 1,000 centrifuges at the Natanz fuel 
enrichment facility by sabotaging their motors. 

Iran recently confirmed that a new virus called Duqu had 
been detected in its computer systems, although the extent of 
the damage is unknown. While Stuxnet was aimed at crippling 
industrial control systems and may have destroyed some of the 
centrifuges Iran uses to enrich uranium, experts say Duqu 
appeared designed to gather data to make it easier to launch 
future cyber attacks. 

Last week, the Spanish-language TV network Univision 
aired a documentary which included secret footage of Iranian 
and Venezuelan diplomats being briefed on planned cyber 
attacks against the United States. The documentary claimed 
that the diplomats, based in Mexico, were involved in 
planning cyber attacks against U.S. targets, including nuclear 
power plants. 

Fearing cyber attacks, the Israeli government recently 
established a cyber task force that will be responsible for 
improving Israeli defenses and coordinating the development 
of new software and capabilities between local defense and hi-
tech companies. 

The IDF has also drafted a multi-year plan that is 
supposed to lead to a major boost in military capabilities over 
the coming five years. 

"We are not where we want to be when it comes to our 
defenses," a senior Israeli official said recently. 

The IDF recently organized the units that deal with cyber-
warfare, establishing offensive capabilities and operations 
within Military Intelligence's Unit 8200 and defensive 
operations within a new division within the C4I Directorate. 

The new division within the C4I Directorate is run by a 
colonel who took up his post over the summer. The officer is 
the former commander of Matzov, the unit that is responsible 
for protecting the IDF networks and a Hebrew acronym for 
"Center for Encryption and Information Security." 

Matzov writes the codes that encrypt IDF, Shin Bet (Israel 
Security Agency) and Mossad networks, as well as 
mainframes in national corporations, such as the Israel 
Electrical Corp., Mekorot, the national water company, and 
Bezeq. 

Chairman of the Israel Electric Corporation Maj.-Gen. 
(res.) Yiftach RonTal recently warned that Israel was not 
adequately prepared to defend and confront the threat it faces 
to its military and civilian infrastructure. 

"Israel is under a threat and we could already have 
experienced a silent infiltration that will be activated when the 
enemy wants," RonTal said. "We need to be prepared for the 
possibility that critical infrastructure will be paralyzed." 
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20. Navy Submarine Returns Home After Tests 
(VICTORIA TIMES COLONIST 17 (CANADA) DEC 11) ... Sandra McCulloch 

The Royal Canadian Navy's west coast submarine, HMCS 
Victoria, returned to its base at CFB Esquimalt Friday after 
nearly two weeks at sea, where testing was carried out on the 
boat's systems and the skills and knowledge of its crew. 

"HMCS Victoria's return to sea highlights all the hard 
work that has gone into this boat," Rear-Admiral Nigel 
Greenwood, Commander of Maritime Forces Pacific said in a 
statement. 

"The submarine's return to operations will build on the 
achievements to date of the Victoria-class fleet in previous 
exercises and operations, and marks another significant 
milestone in the Canadian submarine program." 

If all goes well, HMCS Victoria will be fully operational 
in 2012, the first of the four Victoria-class submarines to reach 
this point. Its next scheduled refit is set to take place from 
2016 until 2018. 

HMCS Victoria arrived at CFB Esquimalt on Aug. 25, 
2003 and has been at sea an average of 10 days a year. 

It's been a very long voyage for the Victoria and the three 
other diesel-powered submarines that were bought from 
Britain in 1998. 

HMCS Windsor sailed from June 2005 to December 2006 
and has since been in drydock on the east coast. It is scheduled 

to be operational from 2013 until 2018, when it will undergo a 
three-year refit. 

HMCS Chicoutimi has not been at sea since a fire broke 
out on its delivery voyage across the Atlantic. The boat is also 
in refit and expected to be operational from 2013 until 2020. 

HMCS Corner Brook hit the ocean bottom this year 
during training in Nootka Sound this year. The sub struck the 
southeastern wall of Zuciarte Channel. No one was seriously 
hurt. 

The results of a naval inquiry were released Friday, 
blaming the grounding on human error. 

"The incident was avoidable," Capt. (Navy) Luc Cassivi, 
deputy commander Canadian Fleet Pacific, said in a statement. 

"The grounding was caused by a failure to properly 
account for the positional uncertainty of the submarine in 
accordance with approved . . . submarine navigational 
practices and techniques when operating in confined waters." 

Lieut. Cmdr Paul Sutherland was removed from 
command of the submarine and reassigned to a position 
onshore. A lack of training and experience were also found to 
be factors in the incident. 

HMCS Corner Brook will remain at dock until 2015, and 
is scheduled to be operational by 2016. 
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21. Canada Locked On To F-35 Jet, No Matter The Cost: Analysis 
(VANCOUVER SUN (CANADA) 16 DEC 11) ... Matthew Fisher 

There is no chance that Canada will cancel its order for 
about 65 F-35 joint strike fighters. 

That fact was underlined again this week with reports 
from Japan that before Christmas, Tokyo will announce its 
intention to buy as many as 50 of the state-of-the-art stealth 
warplanes. 

Japan made its choice after having the kind of long, hard 
look at rival aircraft — the Typhoon Eurofighter and Boeing's 
F-18 — that critics in Canada have insisted that the Harper 
government should have undertaken before it decided to order 
a fleet of F-35s from Lockheed Martin without a formal 
bidding process. 

With Japan now having finally decided to opt for the F-
35, 10 of Canada's allies including Australia, Israel and tiny 
Singapore — have reached the same conclusion as the Harper 
government: that the joint strike fighter is the best choice to 
deal with emerging security threats in the 21st century. 

Largely as a result of Japan's decision to buy the F-35, 
South Korea is also expected to purchase as many as 60 F-35s. 
Turkey may confirm the purchase of 100 joint strike fighters 
before the end of the year, too. India is another country 
urgently considering whether to buy the jet, also known as the 
Lightning II. 

Australia has been so keen to acquire the F-35 that when 
its order for about 100 of the new aircraft was delayed, 
Canberra chose to purchase a small number of F-18 Super 
Hornets, which are largely based on 30-year-old technologies, 
as a stop-gap measure until it can receive its joint strike 
fighters. 

Originally designed to cost about $35 million per aircraft, 
because of cost overruns and delays, the F-35 is now the most 
expensive weapon procurement program ever undertaken. 
Orders taken so far are worth about $300 billion and counting. 

Despite its staggering cost, the jets' capabilities have 
appealed to western governments deeply concerned with how 
quickly China is acquiring aircraft carriers and expanding its 
blue water and sub-surface navy to project military power far 
out into the Pacific Ocean. Beijing is also building a fleet of 
icebreakers to operate in the Arctic Ocean. 

Developed with seed money from the U.S., Australia and 
six NATO partners including Canada, the joint strike fighter 
collaboration incorporates state-of-the-art stealth technologies 
that Beijing and Moscow are known to be aggressively 
pursuing. 

Japan is to spend $6 billion on its F-35s, or about $120 
million per aircraft. Britain confirmed last week that it would 
buy 30 F-35s at a cost of about $140 million per aircraft. 
However, some of the aircraft that are part of the British order 
are a more expensive naval variant than the model that the 
Royal Canadian Air Force is buying. 

Canada has estimated that it will pay about $75 million 
for each of its new fighters. This is undoubtedly on the low 
side, but calculating and comparing the actual per unit costs 

for fighter aircraft is notoriously difficult because each 
country buys a jet with somewhat distinct technical 
capabilities and uses different arithmetic to tabulate the 
purchase price and repair and maintenance costs over the 
expected 40-year flying life. The more F-35s that are ordered, 
however, the lower the per unit cost for every country buying 
the aircraft. 

The Liberals, New Democrats, peace groups and some 
commentators in Canada have been sharply critical of the 
Harper government's plans to purchase the F-35. As well as 
demanding a bidding process, they have asserted that there 
should have been a public debate about whether Canada 
needed such an expensive, sophisticated fighter jet. 

But as happened with Canada's involvement in the war in 
Afghanistan and unproven allegations regarding the 
mistreatment of Taliban detainees, the F-35 purchase has 
never become a significant issue for voters. 

This does not excuse or disguise the fact that the Harper 
government, the military and Lockheed have done a dreadful 
job of explaining the fighters escalating costs and the 
economic benefits of the F-35 to Canadian aerospace and 
high-tech companies. Nor have they said much about why 
Canada's closest allies are almost unanimous in wanting the 
same aircraft that Ottawa is acquiring even though it costs so 
much. 

At a time of shrinking defence budgets, Japan has 
apparently decided that the F-35 is its best option, although the 
fighter costs at least 50 per cent more than the Typhoon and 
the Super Hornet. Japan opted to go with the largely untested, 
but far more advanced aircraft joint strike fighter, although the 
Typhoon performed well for Britain's Royal Air Force during 
NATO's Libyan bombing campaign. 

The sale to Japan is seen as vital to the F-35's future. The 
new aircraft has been dogged by steep price increases and 
vexing technical issues mostly related to a Marine Corps 
variant of the aircraft that Canada and Japan are not 
purchasing. 

The controversy over the lack of a formal bidding process 
for the F-35 in Ottawa, which the Liberal government of the 
day first committed to in 1997, has largely ignored the reality 
that Canada also did not have an open competition when it 
recently spent several billion dollars to acquire C-130 J Super 
Hercules and C-17 Globemaster III transports. 

Both of these new aircraft were used extensively to 
support Canada's operations in Afghanistan and against Libya. 
If the C-130-J and C-17 had been put through an official 
tendering process, and the only alternative to those transports 
— the Airbus consortium's A400M — had won, the RCAF 
would still be without any new transport aircraft. This is 
because the A400M's development is years behind schedule. 
Hobbled by technical and financial issues, it has attracted far 
less interest from international buyers than the Super Hercules 
or the Globemaster III. 
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PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
22. 15 Years & Out 
Congress pushes early retirement, other drawdown incentives 
(NAVY TIMES 26 DEC 11) ... Rick Maze 

Congress has approved 15 year retirements and other 
voluntary separation tools to help the services manage 
potential deep cuts to troop levels. 

Concerned that the Defense Department and services are 
ill -prepared for potential force cuts of 10 percent or more over 
the next five years, lawmakers are erecting a four -part safety 
net to protect career troops from getting cut loose without 
benefits. 

The defense authorization bill, passed by Congress on 
Dec. 15 and on its way to President Obama for his signature, 
revives three tools last used in the 1990s post Cold War 
drawdown, when the force was cut by one third, and extends a 
fourth tool that has been authorized since 2006. They are: 

 Early retired pay, known as temporary early 
retirement authority or TERA, for members with as 
few as 15 years of service. 

 Voluntary retirement incentive pay that could equal 
up to one year of basic pay for officers with between 
20 and 29 years of service. 

 Voluntary separation pay for officers and enlisted 
members with six to 20 years of service. 

 Early release from active duty for enlisted members. 

The law would keep these tools on the books through 
2018. 

The $662.4 billion bill also includes some landmark 
provisions that will give the National Guard a seat on the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff; cap annual increases in Tricare Prime health 
coverage for retirees; and strengthen sexual abuse prevention 
programs. 

Preparing For The Worst 
Drawdown tools included in the bill are aimed at a 

situation that has not yet arrived, because the bill calls for very 
modest cuts in personnel end strength next year. The tools are 
designed to address what might happen in 2013 and beyond. 

"When we talk to the services, they don't seem to be 
planning for the possibility of big defense cuts," said a House 
aide who worked on the compromise and spoke on condition 
of anonymity. "They don't believe the cuts are going to 
happen, which we see as very shortsighted because things are 
a lot less rosy than they seem to think." 

The Pentagon already is wrestling with how to reduce 
planned defense spending by $465 billion over the next 10 
years. On top of that, another reduction of $500 billion to $600 
billion is looming because of sequestration – automatic, 
across-the-board cuts that are due to start in 2013 because 
Congress failed to come up with an alternative plan to cut the 
federal deficit by at least $1.6 trillion. But even if 
sequestration is avoided, the defense budget could still face 
deep cuts. 

Several efforts are underway in Congress to exempt the 
Pentagon from budget cuts beyond the initial $465 billion, but 
Obama has vowed to veto such legislation. 

"It seems like people in the Pentagon who ought to be 
figuring out how to live with a much smaller budget believe 
they are not going to be cut," said a Senate aide who also 

spoke on condition of anonymity. "We are not so optimistic. If 
cuts happen and the military isn't ready, it's the service 
members who are going to be hurt." 

Will The Tools Be Used? 
At this early point, there is no indication that any of the 

services plan to offer early retirement to anyone, congressional 
aides said, although the services universally supported 
restoring authority for the program that was heavily used in 
the 1990s and stayed on the books until 2001. 

In late 2000, at the tail end of the drawdown, about 
54,000 people were drawing retirement pay under TERA. 

As approved in the 2012 bill, the formula for early retired 
pay would be the same used in 1993. TERA pay would be 
calculated the same as traditional retired pay 2.5 percent of 
basic pay for each year of service but with a penalty of 1 
percentage point for each year short of 20 years. 

One difference: The 1993 plan allowed early retirees to 
boost their retired pay if they worked in community and public 
service jobs after leaving the military. That extra credit for 
post service work is not part of the 2012 bill. 

Early retirement is a way to quickly cut relatively 
expensive mid-career people while still providing a monthly 
retirement check and retiree health care benefits, which 
cushion the blow of shortened careers. 

The 2012 bill also includes voluntary retirement 
incentives of up to one year of basic pay for officers with 20 to 
29 years of service who have a year or more remaining before 
they could retire at their current pay grade and a year or more 
before reaching mandatory retirement age for their grade. 

Eligibility could be based on years of service, grade, 
military specialty or a combination of these factors. The 
incentive would be available to a maximum of 675 officers. 

The Defense Department specifically requested the 
extension of VSP and the expanded early outs for enlisted 
members. 

Voluntary separation pay, which was due to expire at the 
end of 2012, is extended through 2018 and will remain 
available to all services for both officers and enlisted 
members. VSP is an incentive for people with at least six but 
fewer than 20 years of service to leave voluntarily rather than 
be forced out. 

Payment rates can be up to four times the amount of 
involuntary separation pay, which currently ranges from 
$14,040 for an E 3 with six years of service to $169,075 for an 
O-5 with 18 years of service. 

However, the services can pay VSP at lesser rates. For 
example, the Air Force, which has been using VSP this year, 
has been capping payments at about 1½ times the involuntary 
separation pay rates. 

Early discharges for enlisted members, currently allowed 
within three months of the end of an obligation, would be 
allowed within one year. Anyone getting out early still would 
be eligible for any post service benefits that they would have 
received for full service but would not receive any military 
pay or allowances for the forfeited period of service. 
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23. Finding Better Test For Spice Part Of DoD Wide Crackdown 
(NAVY TIMES 26 DEC 11) ... Gidget Fuentes 

The Defense Department is teaming up with the National 
Institute on Drug Abuse to develop a department wide method 
of catching service members who use synthetic marijuana, 
also known as spice. 

The aim is to develop better urinalysis testing — either 
random or targeted — for all the services, according to an 
official who spoke on the condition of anonymity because the 
individual was not authorized to discuss the study. The 
services now only screen to confirm suspected use and do not 
test randomly. 

The study was initiated earlier this year by the office of 
the undersecretary of defense for personnel and readiness and 
the NIDA, a Pentagon spokeswoman confirmed. 

The goal is "to identify and address gaps in existing 
technology in the screening for marijuana-like products," 
spokeswoman Cynthia Smith said. 

The study would ensure a unified effort and route spice 
screenings through the Armed Forces Medical Examiner 
System. 

Marilyn Huestis, NIDA's chemistry and drug metabolism 
section chief, confirmed that the organization has an 
interagency agreement with DoD. She did not know how soon 
a test could be developed. 

Even as the Navy and Marine Corps have pushed anti-
spice public service messages, Navy Drug Screening 
Laboratories, which routinely handle Navy and Marine Corps 
testing for illicit substances, don't test for synthetic 
cannabinoids, according to the Navy Bureau of Medicine and 
Surgery. Only in cases in which there is an active criminal 
investigation involving a sailor or Marine suspected of 

violating the no drug regulations would a urine test be done to 
screen for spice. 

Right now, with no active testing program in place, 
general drug tests or sweeps of sailors do not detect spice and 
other designer substances, said Capt. Cappy Surette, a 
BUMED spokesman. 

"Navy and Marine Corps commanders can have urine 
samples tested for several of the compounds found in spice 
like products at [AFMES] when the sample has been collected 
in conjunction with an ongoing investigation" by agencies, 
including Naval Criminal Investigative Service and Criminal 
Investigative Division, Surette said. 

A positive urinalysis isn't required to kick out sailors 
found to have used spice; they usually are punished or 
separated from the service for being caught with or confessing 
to using the drug. 

Navy officials this year upped the volume on the service's 
anti-spice campaign with new messages, videos and posters 
touting its dangerous health effects. 

"Use of these products is not good for the health or 
careers of our people and effects unit readiness," Surette said. 
"We have been aggressively communicating the negative 
health effects of spice, because it isn't well known. There are 
misconceptions that the products are freely available and 
nothing is going to happen to you." 

The Drug Enforcement Agency in March banned several 
chemicals used in manufacturing the synthetic pot, making use 
or possession of spice illegal under federal law. But in recent 
months, scores of sailors, including several dozen assigned to 
two carriers in San Diego, have been caught using or selling 
spice and subsequently were being processed out of the Navy. 
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24. Culinary Specialists Prepare For Holiday Meal 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 16 DEC 11) ... Debra Dortch, Naval Supply Systems Command 

MECHANICSBURG, Pa. -- Culinary specialists (CSs) 
throughout the Navy, both ashore and afloat, are preparing for 
this season's big meal Dec. 25, Commander Naval Supply 
Systems Command (NAVSUP) announced Dec. 16. 

"A lot of planning goes into preparing the Christmas 
meal, which is something really special for our Sailors," 
NAVSUP Commander Rear Adm. Mark Heinrich said. "CSs 
work tirelessly with their suppliers and each other to plan how 
the large variety of foods will be presented hot, fresh, and 
attractive." 

"The training our CSs receive provides them the skills to 
professionally orchestrate huge events like holiday meals," 
said Cmdr. Danny King, director, Navy Food Service. "Their 
training in basic cookery, sanitation, records, and more 
ensures their success on a daily basis in providing the very 
highest standards of sanitation, quality and service to the crew. 

"In addition there are several training opportunities 
available to our Sailors that will enhance and hone their 
culinary skills," King said. "A few of those programs include: 
the adopt-a-ship program where professional civilian certified 
chefs work on board Navy ships to train our CSs; hotel 
internships where the CSs are afforded the opportunity to train 

in industry settings at some of the more elite hotels; and 
competing in culinary competitions where Sailors have the 
opportunity to compete individually or as part of a team. Here 
they have the opportunity to represent their command and the 
Navy as a whole to win gold, silver, and bronze cooking 
medals." 

This year, the Navy expects to serve: shrimp cocktail - 
30,000 pounds; roast turkey - 67,000 pounds; baked ham -
19,000 pounds; prime rib - 55,000 pounds; scalloped sweet 
potatoes - 30,000 pounds; mashed potatoes - 61,000 pounds; 
corn bread stuffing - 52,000 pounds; green bean casserole - 
18,000 pounds gravy - 12,000 gallons; cranberry sauce - 8,000 
pounds; egg nog - 1,500 gallons; assorted pies - 14,500 pies 
(pumpkin, cherry crisp, apple and pecan) and crab salad, 7,000 
pounds. 

There are 7,169 CSs in the Navy, providing 92.6 million 
meals a year. 

"CSs are a very unique rating in the Navy," Heinrich said. 
"They directly impact the morale and welfare of every Sailor 
every day. Because of this, it is the Navy's intention to 
increase their training and advance their culinary expertise 
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through more hands-on and over-the-shoulder training 
opportunities." 

"CSs are also the key to our menu development, as well," 
King said. "With this in mind, we rely on them to listen to 
their crew's feedback and recommendations on how we can 
improve future menus options and open up new opportunities 

for learning how to prepare new foods, to include more from-
scratch options." 

"Our CSs are dedicated and hardworking. We want to 
ensure they get the best training we can offer. Not only does it 
benefit our Sailors, but it affords them the opportunity to 
continue their culinary careers when they choose to leave the 
Navy," Heinrich said. 
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25. NAVSUP Moves The Mail 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 16 DEC 11) ... Kathy Adams, Naval Supply Systems Command 

MECHANICSBURG, Pa. -- Naval Supply Systems 
Command (NAVSUP) is making sure this holiday season that 
the mail reaches its destination around the world, Commander, 
Naval Supply Systems Command, announced Dec. 16. 

"There is nothing more rewarding and vital than making 
sure Sailors who are overseas receive letters and packages 
from home," said Rear Adm. Mark Heinrich, Commander, 
NAVSUP. "It is what motivates our postal personnel to be the 
best at what they do every day." 

Before the holiday season begins, NAVSUP announces 
mailing dates to make sure that everyone knows peak mailing 
schedules and deadline dates for mail to overseas units. This 
year's dates were announced Sept. 27. 

Supply community personnel at the Joint Military Postal 
Activity (JMPA) have responsibility for timely and accurate 
24/7 mail routing for more than 500 mobile Navy and Marine 
Corps units. Partnering with the United States Postal Service 
(USPS), JMPA oversees major detachments in Miami, Fla.; 
Jersey City, N.J.; Chicago, Ill.; along with headquarters at 
John F. Kennedy Airport, N.Y. and Los Angeles International 
Airport, Calif. 

During the holiday season, more than 10.2 million pounds 
of mail is moved through two major JMPAs, one in New 
York, N.Y., and one in Los Angeles, Calif. 

Logistic specialist (LS) personnel are integral in helping 
to keep the mail operations running smoothly. For example, 

LS personnel working in the distribution plants oversee USPS 
handling of military mail and ensure that it is routed correctly, 
while other assigned to JMPA's Logistics Division handle 
budgeting, acquisition distribution and maintenance of USPS 
equipment, and supplies for 350 post offices located within the 
Atlantic theater. During the busy holiday season, it's more 
important than ever that the equipment is running and able to 
handle 115,000 pounds of mail daily. 

"The holidays can be exceptionally difficult being away," 
said Lt.j.g. Erin Tortora, who was deployed aboard USS 
Vicksburg (CG 69). "A simple card or letter -anything from 
home can make the toughest times bearable, helping me to 
refocus on completing the mission for a warm welcome 
home." 

NAVSUP's primary mission is to provide U.S. naval 
forces with quality supplies and services. With headquarters in 
Mechanicsburg, Pa., and employing a diverse, worldwide 
workforce of more than 22,500 military and civilian 
personnel, NAVSUP oversees logistics programs in the areas 
of supply operations, conventional ordnance, contracting, 
resale, fuel, transportation, and security assistance. In addition, 
NAVSUP is responsible for quality of life issues for our naval 
forces, including food service, postal services, Navy 
Exchanges, and movement of household goods. 
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26. Navy's 'Old Salt' Torch Passes To Fleet Forces Chief 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 17 DEC 11) ... Bill Bartel 

When Adm. John C. Harvey, head of Fleet Forces 
Command, puts on his uniform every morning, in his mind's 
eye he sees that young officer who graduated from the Naval 
Academy 38 years ago. 

So it was a surprise when Harvey, who turns 60 today, 
learned not long ago that he had become the official "Old Salt" 
of the Navy - the longest-serving active-duty surface warfare 
officer. 

On Friday, aboard the amphibious transport dock San 
Antonio at Norfolk Naval Station, Harvey was formally 
honored by the Surface Navy Association and will have his 
name inscribed alongside 14 former "old salts" on the base of 
a large bronze statue of a World War II deck officer. 

"I know I've been around for a while, but I just had never 
focused that I might be the senior guy in this community," he 
said. "This was always something I only saw in a news release 
- some old guy standing with the statue.... All of a sudden, 
they're saying, 'You're now the old guy.' " 

Harvey inherited the monicker from former Adm. Mike 
Mullen, who retired earlier this year as chairman of the Joint 

Chiefs of Staff. It's held by only one officer at a time and is 
based on the time served since first becoming officer of the 
deck when a ship is under way. 

For Harvey, that moment was in 1977 on board the 
Bainbridge in the Gulf of Thailand when the destroyer's 
commander turned over the night watch to him. 

It's an experience that many Navy officers regard as one 
of the most memorable of their lives. 

"I was just fired up and ready," Harvey said. "It's like 
your kid being born.... You never forget those moments." 

He told the audience of about 50 officers, including 20 
young ensigns, that the award means more than they could 
possibly know. 

But he noted with a smile that his wife would soon get 
some idea of its importance. 

"Mary Ellen will be very surprised when I take this home 
and put it in our bed," he said as the Sailors laughed. "But 
she'll just have to get used to that." 

Harvey, who spoke about Navy traditions of service and 
commitment during the ceremony, also acknowledged 
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afterward that he was sending a message by his decision to 
conduct the ceremony aboard the San Antonio. The ship has 
had a history of engine problems since joining the Navy's fleet 
in 2005. 

Its problems are behind it, Harvey said. 
"The Sailors on this ship, the chiefs on this ship and the 

wardroom on this ship, for me, represent the very best of our 

Navy," he said. "They have taken all kinds of challenges. 
They've overcome them. They've seen themselves on the front 
pages of the paper, on TV, for all kinds of reasons, as you 
know. They never missed a beat. 

"This ship is in the cycle," he said. "This ship is rocking 
and rolling." 
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27. Navy Captain Surprises Kids In Front of Santa Claus 
(WREG CBS MEMPHIS 16 DEC 11) ... Natasha Chen 

A Navy captain surprised his children, as they asked 
Santa Claus to bring him home for Christmas. 

Bryan Brandon deployed to South Korea for the first time 
in April. Brandon flies F16s and has spent the last eight 
months at Kunsan Air Base. 

The Santa Claus visits happening at the Millington 
Telephone Company have been going on for decades. Like in 
years past, many children sat on Santa’s lap Friday night, 
asking for things like bikes and dolls. 

But seven-year-old Gavin Brandon asked for his dad to be 
home for Christmas. 

Santa told him, “Well you know, that’s a hard one to do 
for Santa. It’s really hard to do.” 

Then Santa Claus called up Gavin’s 14-year-old sister 
Kelsye, to take a family photo to send to their father. 

“You know I’m going to be flying over Korea next 
week,” Santa said. “Is there anything special I need to say to 
him?” 

Gavin said to tell his dad “hello.” 
“Just a hello?” Santa said, “Well how about it? How 

about you tell him hello. That be ok? Hey, why don’t you do 
me a favor, you two. Look out there in the crowd.” 

Bryan Brandon walked up through the crowd, and Kelsye 
jumped to hug her father, whom she hadn’t seen in eight 
months. Gavin quickly followed, not letting go. 

“I just couldn’t hold back the emotions. Just so happy to 
hold them in my arms,” Bryan said. 

His wife Jaemye had done all the planning, making sure 
the people from Millington Telephone Company knew what 
would happen. The whole family was there, including cousins 
and grandparents. 

Jaemye Brandon is elated to have her family together, but 
said, “What I think of is, the ones who don’t have their 
families together for Christmas. We’re a very blessed family. 
It’s great for us to be together. But we should remember the 
ones who aren’t with their family members tonight.” 

Her sister’s husband is in Afghanistan and will not be 
home for Christmas. 

The Brandons ask everyone to thank and pray for 
servicemen and women abroad who may not be with their 
families this holiday season. 

View Clip (RT: 2:25) 
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28. News Anchor Reginald Roundtree Gets Surprise Call From His Daughter Overseas 
(WTSP CBS TAMPA 16 DEC 11) ... Stefanie Fogel 

10 News Anchor Reginald Roundtree got one big surprise 
Friday. 

Unbeknownst to him, his co-workers arranged to have his 
daughter, Monique, call in over Skype during the 6 p.m. 
newscast. Monique is a chief petty officer serving in Bahrain. 

Watch the emotional conversation in the video. 
View Clip (RT: 2:31) 
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29. Feds Nail Former Navy Commander For Overpayment Of Active Duty Salary 
Received overpayment of $159,712 
(SOUTHERN MARYLAND ONLINE 16 DEC 11) 

GREENBELT, Md. -- Carl W. Marquis, age 48, of Burke, 
Virginia, pleaded guilty today to concealing the fact that he 
was continuing to receive full pay and allowances from the 
United States Navy after he had finished a three month active 
duty assignment at the Naval Air Station Patuxent River, 
Maryland. 

The guilty plea was announced by United States Attorney 
for the District of Maryland Rod J. Rosenstein; Special Agent 
in Charge Robert Craig of the Defense Criminal Investigative 
Service - Mid-Atlantic Field Office; and Special Agent in 
Charge John Wagner of the Naval Criminal Investigative 
Service, Washington Field Office. 

According to Marquis’ plea agreement, he is a civil 
servant at the Federal Aviation Administration, and until June 

2011, was a Commander in the U.S. Navy Reserve. From June 
through August 2009, Marquis was on leave from his job at 
the FAA to serve a three month active duty tour at Naval Air 
Systems Command at Naval Air Station Patuxent River. When 
Marquis finished his tour of duty, he failed to out-process and 
remained on the Navy’s pay system in active duty status and 
continued to receive full active duty pay and allowances, with 
a net pay of more than $8,000 each month, as well as his pay 
from FAA. Marquis failed to notify anyone with the Defense 
Finance and Accounting Service, the Naval Air Systems 
Command or his reserve unit to correct the overpayment. 

When Marquis returned to his reserve unit for monthly 
drills, he was asked repeatedly by his unit administrator why 
he was failing to appear on the reserve rolls and was directed 
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to take steps to resolve the error. Not only did Marquis fail to 
follow-up as directed, he never mentioned that he continued to 
receive active duty pay. 

On August 26, 2010, his unit administrator uncovered the 
fact that Marquis had never out-processed from his active duty 
tour and directed Marquis, via email, to return to the Naval Air 
Systems Command to out-process correctly. Marquis 
responded to the email indicating that he would do so, but did 
not comply until November 18, 2010, more than 15 months 
after his tour had ended. 

As of June 2011, Marquis had spent all but $25,000 of the 
$159,712 that he was overpaid by the Navy. 

Marquis faces a maximum penalty of five years in prison. 
U.S. District Judge Deborah K. Chasanow, has scheduled 
sentencing for March 5, 2012 at 11:00 a.m. 

United States Attorney Rod J. Rosenstein commended 
DCIS for its work in the investigation and thanked the 
Department of Transportation Office of Inspector General for 
its assistance. Mr. Rosenstein thanked Assistant United States 
Attorney Adam K. Ake, who is prosecuting the case. 
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FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
30. U.S. Congress Wraps Up 2012 Bills 
(DEFENSE NEWS 16 DEC 11) ... Kate Brannen 

Pentagon planners and budget-eers can rest a bit easier 
going into the holidays. 

After a long year that included a handful of self-made 
crises and government-shutdown threats, Congress has 
managed to complete its most fundamental task: It has passed 
a budget for 2012. 

The House passed a $1 trillion-plus 2012 omnibus 
spending measure, including $531 billion for the Pentagon's 
base budget, on Dec. 16. At press time, the Senate was poised 
to pass the bill the next day. 

Congress also completed the 2012 defense authorization 
bill, which, among other measures, will add the head of the 
National Guard Bureau to the Joint Chiefs of Staff - if the 
president signs the bill, as expected. 

Fiscal 2012 actually began Oct. 1, so the omnibus 
appropriations bill is tardy. But it's arriving far earlier than the 
2011 edition, which arrived only in April after a long slog of 
continuing resolutions that threw plans into disarray and 
delayed new starts for months. 

The December arrival of this year's spending bill will 
bring relief to Defense Department and industry planners 
alike. 

One of the reasons the bill was able to pass relatively 
easily was that top-line spending levels were mostly hashed 
out in August as part of the Budget Control Act. To meet that 
law's spending caps, lawmakers shaved money off several 
programs instead of axing big programs. The explanations for 
these small cuts range from cost growth to schedule delays. 

In total, the appropriations bill provides the Defense 
Department with $518 billion for its base budget, plus $13 
billion for military construction, for a total of $531 billion. 

In addition, the bill includes $115 billion for Overseas 
Contingency Operations (OCO), $2.8 billion below the 
president's request and $43 billion below last year. The end of 
U.S. military operations in Iraq contributed to the OCO drop. 

Lawmakers approved $163 billion for operations and 
maintenance, $2.5 billion below current enacted levels. 

For research and development, the bill contains $72 
billion, $2.5 billion below last year's level. 

In procurement, the base budget includes a total of $105 
billion, $2.5 billion above last year and $9.8 billion below the 
Pentagon's request. 

The appropriations bill also includes a 1.6 percent pay 
raise for the military as requested by the president. 

Congress Cuts One F-35A 

In all, lawmakers trimmed $346 million from the 
Pentagon's mammoth $9.4 billion F-35 Joint Strike Fighter 
procurement and research-and-development budget request. 
The Lockheed Martin-built jets in the 2012 budget are part of 
the sixth batch of early production aircraft. 

The bill funds 18 F-35s for the U.S. Air Force, seven for 
the Navy and six for the Marine Corps. 

Conferees cut $151 million for one Air Force F-35; 
however, they added $100 million to fix problems found 
during testing. 

Because the Pentagon is buying and developing the 
aircraft at the same time - a practice called concurrency - it has 
had to go back and fix early production jets as problems 
emerge during testing. 

"The conferees recognize that, for a variety of reasons, the 
Joint Strike Fighter program is burdened with what could be 
the highest level of concurrency ever seen in an acquisition 
program," the report states. "Therefore, the conferees direct 
the secretary of defense to provide a semi-annual report to the 
congressional defense committees that shows the actual 
concurrency costs for the Joint Strike Fighter program." 

Meanwhile, the separate authorization bill requires the 
Pentagon to award fixed-price contracts for the sixth and all 
remaining initial production lots of the F-35. 

Leaders of the Senate Armed Services Committee, Sens. 
John McCain, R-Ariz., and Carl Levin, D-Mich., expressed 
their dismay last week that the Pentagon had not used such a 
contract on its fifth buy of the aircraft, which it awarded 
earlier this month. 

The authorization bill also approves the transfer of the 
British F-35B short-takeoff, vertical landing jets for carrier 
versions. Since purchasing the jump jets, London has decided 
to only operate the carrier version. 

The bill also limits the use of F-35 research and 
development funds until DoD develops a competitive 
sustainment plan. 

Funding Restored for JLTV 
After Senate appropriators recommended canceling the 

Army and Marine Corps' Joint Light Tactical Vehicle (JLTV) 
program, the final appropriations bill includes $244 million for 
it. 

According to the conference report accompanying the 
legislation, the JLTV program has undergone "significant 
changes" since the submission of DoD's fiscal 2012 budget 
request. Since then, the two services decided their approach 
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was unaffordable and are pursuing "a competitively-selected 
single vehicle with a less complex design on a significantly 
accelerated time line. 

"The conferees strongly encourage the Army and Marine 
Corps, in conjunction with the Under Secretary of Defense 
(Acquisition, Technology and Logistics), to examine the 
feasibility of accelerating a competition for production 
through more efficient testing and acquisition practices, and 
by embracing off-the-shelf technology demonstrated by 
industry, so that improved vehicles are delivered to the 
warfighter as soon as possible," the report reads. 

Appropriators also provided an additional $255 million to 
buy 42 more M1 Abrams tanks. This keeps the General 
Dynamics Land Systems' production line open in Ohio, going 
against the Army's plans to temporarily shut it down. 

The final spending bill cuts $435 million from the 
Pentagon's $884 million request for the Army's Ground 
Combat Vehicle, providing a total of $449 million. 

In the conference report, there is $300 million provided 
for "Future Combat Systems (FCS) System of Systems 
Engineering and Program Management," the Army's $159 
billion program canceled by then-Defense Secretary Robert 
Gates. 

The report explains this money is really going toward the 
Army's Network Integration Evaluation, the service's new 
effort to rapidly test electronic network gear before fielding it. 

"The conferees note that the continued use of the former 
'Future Combat Systems' terminology has become a counter-
productive distraction and recommend updating program 
descriptions to improve communications among those who 
review and shape defense appropriations, and to more 
accurately reflect the purpose for which appropriations are 
requested," the report says. 

Lawmakers used the appropriations bill to express their 
concerns about the Army's overall modernization strategy, 
noting that six of the Army's top 10 programs had undergone 
major restructuring since the budget was submitted in 
February. 

"This magnitude of change in funding across a multitude 
of programs, identified after submitting the budget only 10 
months prior, indicates a pervasive instability in Army 
programs," the report says. 

Lawmakers urge the Army secretary to examine the 
requirements process in addition to taking other steps to 
reform acquisition. 

Navy and Marine Corps Programs 
In the appropriations bill, there was little change to Navy 

ship construction programs. 
The separate authorization bill requires the Navy to 

submit budget requests for each of three types of mission 
modules for the Littoral Combat Ship (LCS) - surface warfare, 
mine countermeasures and anti-submarine warfare - as 
separate, dedicated procurement line items. It also requires a 
life-cycle, cost-benefit analysis of the LCS, comparing 
alternative maintenance and sustainability plans. 

Pending a report, the policy bill places a limit on funding 
availability for the Marine Corps amphibious assault vehicle 
(AAV). The report is to include the distance to shore needed 
to begin an amphibious assault, the speed at which the vehicle 
needs to travel, and armor requirements. 

An analysis of alternatives is also ordered for the new 
AAV, including potential upgrades of existing AAV-7A1 
vehicles, the now-canceled Expeditionary Fighting Vehicle or 
a new AAV. 

The policy bill approves the transfer of the high-speed 
ferries Huakai and Alakai from the Maritime Administration 
to the Navy, and allows for the disposal of the 
decommissioned aircraft carrier John F. Kennedy. 

Lawmakers also approved the administration's $15 
million request for road upgrades at Mayport, Fla., the start of 
construction to upgrade the port to take a nuclear-powered 
aircraft carrier beginning in 2019. 

The authorization bill restores the requirement for an 
annual 30-year ship construction plan, along with estimated 
levels of annual funding. 

Return to Index 
 

31. Raytheon Missile Delay Causes $198 Million Cut in Defense Bill 
(BLOOMBERG BUSINESSWEEK 16 DEC 11) ... Tony Capaccio 

Delivery delays with Raytheon Co.’s most advanced air-
to-air missile for the U.S. Air Force and Navy prompted 
House and Senate budget negotiators to cut $190 million from 
the program. 

The House and Senate are scheduled to vote on the 
legislation starting today, a $518 billion spending program for 
the Pentagon that’s contained in a catchall spending bill. 
Lawmakers cited continued contract delays as they cut about 
38 percent from an original $498 million to buy additional 
missiles. 

Raytheon’s Tucson, Arizona-based Missile Systems unit, 
as of May 31, was 136 missiles behind schedule, delivering 
225 of 361 due by that date, according to the most recent data 
available from the Air Force. The backlog grew from 87 in 

December 2010, increasing each month to 129 in April to 136, 
according to service figures. 

The missiles are the newest version of the Advanced 
Medium- Range Air-to-Air Missile. These are operational 
missiles intended for deployment to Air Force fighter wings 
and Navy aircraft carriers once testing is done and it’s 
declared combat- ready in fiscal 2013. 

Raytheon spokesman John Patterson referred all comment 
to the Air Force. Air Force spokeswoman Jennifer Cassidy 
didn’t immediately respond to an e-mail seeking updated 
contract information. 

The Raytheon missile has been bought by more than 33 
allies, including Jordan, Morocco and Kuwait. 
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32. Navy Mandated To Conduct Shipyard Repairs 
(PORTSMOUTH (NH) HERALD 17 DEC 11) ... Deborah McDermott 

The four U.S. senators from New Hampshire and Maine 
are hailing a provision in the Defense Authorization Act 
passed Thursday that holds the Navy accountable for funding 
infrastructure improvements at the nation's shipyards. 

Sens. Jeanne Shaheen and Kelly Ayotte of New 
Hampshire and Sens. Susan Collins and Olympia Snowe of 
Maine jointly filed the amendment, which will require the 
U.S. Navy to submit a plan by September 2012 detailing how 
it intends to pay for the backlog of improvements needed at 
the four public shipyards, including the Portsmouth Naval 
Shipyard. 

Shaheen, Ayotte and Collins are all members of the 
Senate Armed Services Committee. Snowe is senior member 
of the Senate Select Committee on Intelligence. 

In November 2010, the Government Accountability 
Office issued a report stating that the Navy had underfunded 
necessary maintenance work and infrastructure improvements 
at the shipyards by $3 billion —including $513 million at the 
Portsmouth shipyard. 

The GAO report was requested by a number of senators, 
including Collins. 

"I am very concerned with the lack of an investment 
strategy to address the lack of funding to maintain and repair 
our shipyards," she said. The amendment would require the 
Navy to "accelerate construction and facility modernization 
projects." 

Collins said it is important to approve the amendment this 
year to stave off potential budget cuts to shipyards as the Navy 

strives to meet a Department of Defense-wide congressional 
mandate. 

Because the congressional national debt 
"supercommittee" failed to recommend budget cuts before 
Thanksgiving, automatic cuts of $600 billion to the 
Department of Defense could ensue by the end of 2012. 

Ayotte said she opposed the debt ceiling agreement to 
begin with and said that while the cuts "associated with 
defense sequestration would place pressure on the entire 
Pentagon budget, at this time I have no reason to believe there 
will be cuts in funding for PNSY." 

The good news about getting the Navy to take ownership 
of its shipyards is that it reduces the reliance on congressional 
earmarks to get the work done — something that is important 
to Ayotte. 

Shaheen said she has long been concerned about the lack 
of Navy funding for the shipyard and all the public yards. 

"Revitalizing our shipyards will allow the dedicated 
workers of the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard to continue their 
exemplary work," she said. 

Snowe said the GAO report makes clear that money spent 
now will save money in the future. 

"As the GAO report illustrated, properly and promptly 
addressing infrastructure needs is a wise investment that saves 
money, increases yard efficiency and ensures the continued 
high quality service required to keep our national naval fleet in 
top condition," she said. 
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33. Defense Bill Seeks New Submarine Cost Assessment 
(GLOBAL SECURITY NEWSWIRE 16 DEC 11) ... Elaine M. Grossman 

A U.S. House-Senate conference bill on fiscal 2012 
defense policy matters calls for a new government estimate of 
the costs to develop, build and operate a planned Navy 
ballistic-missile submarine that some experts warn could 
prove unaffordable. 

Within six months of the legislation's enactment, the 
Navy secretary and the military head of U.S. Strategic 
Command are to submit a joint report on the so-called 
SSBN(X) submarine, which is to replace today's 14 Ohio-class 
nuclear weapon-carrying boats. Gen. Robert Kehler, who 
commands the Omaha, Neb.-based military organization, 
would have operational control over submarine-loaded nuclear 
weapons if they were ever used in combat. 

The provision adapts an earlier demand in the House-
passed version of 2012 defense authorization legislation; the 
Senate version had included no similar requirement. The new 
conference bill is the result of negotiations between Armed 
Services committee lawmakers from each chamber. 

The bill passed Congress in a 283-136 House vote on 
Wednesday evening and an 86-13 Senate vote on Thursday 
afternoon. Having withdrawn a veto threat over language on 
handling of detainees, the president was expected soon to sign 
the bill into law. 

The legislation omits earlier House language that the 
White House said could have tied its hands in setting the 
nation's nuclear-weapon policies and implementing the U.S.-

Russian New START arms control agreement, which entered 
into force earlier this year. 

The Navy-Strategic Command report is to assess several 
options for the quantity of SSBN(X) submarines to be built 
and how many missiles each vessel should carry. Navy leaders 
have said that 12 planned Ohio-class replacement submarines 
are to initially be capable of carrying 16 of today's Trident D-5 
ballistic missiles, but that a next-generation missile replacing 
the D-5 might later be fielded aboard the same submarines. 

Force structure alternatives to be considered in the 
upcoming report include a fleet of 10 or 12 submarines, with 
each boat containing 16 missile tubes; or a fleet of eight or 10 
submarines, with each boat containing 20 missile tubes, the 
conference report states. The assessment could also include 
"any other options the secretary and the commander consider 
appropriate," according to the text. 

"The report would be required to assess the procurement 
cost and total life-cycle cost of each option, the ability for 
each option to meet Strategic Command's at-sea requirements 
that are in place as of the date of enactment of this act and any 
expected changes to such requirements, and the ability for 
each option to meet nuclear employment and planning 
guidance in place as of the date of enactment of this act and 
any expected changes to such guidance," the legislation reads. 

The Defense Department document "would also be 
required to include a description of the postulated threat and 



 28

strategic environment used to inform selection of a final 
option, as well as how each option provides flexibility for 
responding to changes in the threat and strategic 
environment," according to the bill. 

The congressional mandate for an appraisal of the planned 
submarine's military requirements and specifications, as 
measured against anticipated threats, comes as the Pentagon is 
conducting a behind-closed-doors study on possible changes 
to nuclear targeting and strategy. The "NPR Implementation 
Study," based on a major Nuclear Posture Review that the 
Pentagon issued last year, is due for completion this month but 
not expected to be released publicly. 

The Congressional Budget Office projected in June that 
the cost to develop and build the new submarines would total 
roughly $100 billion. Of that figure, $86 billion would be 
required for submarine procurement alone. The Navy differs 
with this figure, estimating instead that acquisition costs for 
the new fleet would total less than $76 billion, according to an 
Arms Control Association fact sheet. 

A Defense Department decision memorandum on the 
SSBN(X) program, signed in February by then-Pentagon 
acquisition czar Ashton Carter, revealed a total cost estimate 
of $347.2 billion for the 12-submarine plan, the independent 
newsletter Inside the Pentagon reported that month. However, 
the figure cited by Carter -- now the deputy Defense secretary 
-- included anticipated expenditures not only for development 
and procurement but also operation of the new submarine fleet 
over its projected 50-year life span. 

The price tag was the Pentagon's first publicly known 
total cost estimate for the SSBN(X) and substantially 
exceeded earlier independent estimates, the publication 
reported at the time. 

Some critics see potential for lower expenditures if the 
objectives for the program are tailored back. 

"The United States can rightsize the current and future 
ballistic missile submarine fleet" to 10 submarines and "save 
$27 billion over 10 years, or "$120 billion over the life of the 
program," Tom Collina and Daryl Kimball of the Arms 
Control Association said in a recent issue paper. 

Going from 12 to 10 SSBN(X) submarines would still 
"allow the Pentagon to deploy the same number of sea-based 
warheads -- about 1,000 -- as planned under New START," 
the analysts said in the Dec. 2 piece. 

These and other nongovernmental number-crunchers have 
attracted some support in Congress. Led by Representative 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.), a group of 64 lawmakers in 
October wrote to the congressional deficit-reduction "super 
committee" to recommend that $200 billion be cut from the 
U.S. nuclear weapons budget over the next decade. 

"At any one time there are up to 12 Trident submarines 
cruising the world's seas," the letter stated. "Each submarine 
carries an estimated 96 nuclear warheads. Each submarine is 
capable of destroying all of Russia's and China's major cities. 
Why then do we need all of these weapons?" 

"There is no good reason," the correspondence continued. 
"America no longer needs, and cannot afford, this massive 
firepower." 

In a Nov. 14 letter to lawmakers, Defense Secretary Leon 
Panetta warned that if a deal could not be struck to avoid a 
budget sequester, he would be forced to take a number of 
"devastating" reductions to military budgets in coming years. 

Ramifications could include a delay in the SSBN(X) effort and 
a reduction to 10 of the submarines for an estimated savings of 
$7 billion, he said. 

Panetta also said a sequester -- which would force the 
federal government to reduce its budget by $1.2 trillion 
beginning in 2013 -- could result in the elimination of the 
entire U.S. fleet of 450 ICBMs and delay development of a 
next-generation, nuclear-capable bomber aircraft. 

The bipartisan super committee announced in late 
November that its members could not agree how to reduce the 
federal deficit, leaving open the possibility that a sequester 
will materialize. 

Even if sequestration is averted through a future political 
deal on Capitol Hill, the White House has told the Pentagon it 
must assess how it would trim its budget by $450 billion over 
the next 10 years. 

The spending-review process is pitting military services 
against one another for a share of the budget pie, and even 
within each branch bitter fights are emerging to determine 
which programs and line items will survive the cost-cutting 
axe, according to defense sources. The budget drills have led 
some sectors of the Navy to question whether the planned 12 
new ballistic-missile submarines would place an undue burden 
on the service's ability to keep a modern fleet of surface ships 
afloat, some experts and officials said. 

"If they can't figure out how to get the Ohio-class 
submarines funded without destroying the Navy shipbuilding 
plan, then the rest of the Navy's going to kill the [Ohio-class] 
replacement program or dramatically reduce the number of 
boats," said one defense consultant who asked not to be named 
in discussing the ongoing Pentagon deliberations. 

In July, Kehler -- the top strategic military commander -- 
cited the new submarines among several military procurement 
efforts that he and other "fairly senior people" had determined 
might be too costly "to be able to go forward with." 

Under pressure from the Defense secretary's office and 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff, the Navy has been working to reduce 
its anticipated expenditures in the SSBN(X) effort. 

"Our commitment is to bring that cost down," aiming to 
drop the price to between $4 billion and $5 billion per 
submarine, Adm. Gary Roughead, then-chief of naval 
operations, in March told a House Appropriations 
subcommittee. "We have brought the price down from when 
we began that process." 

"Recognizing growing budget constraints, "we have 
already embarked on a program of aggressively challenging 
capability improvements and design and construction practices 
to identify means to deliver this important capability at least 
cost," Navy acquisition officials stated in written testimony to 
a Senate Armed Services subcommittee this past May. 

In the February decision memo, Carter reportedly 
acknowledged that last year's Nuclear Posture Review called 
for a possible reduction from today's 14 Ohio-class 
submarines to a 12-vessel fleet by the end of the decade. 

"I understand, however, that changes to the future security 
environment could create the possibility for a lower or higher 
required number of [Ohio replacement] submarines," stated 
the Carter memo, according to a review of the document by 
Inside the Pentagon. "Analysis of the potential to change the 
number of submarines will be made as the program 
progresses." 



 29

Return to Index 
 

34. Defense Policy Bill Keeps MEADS Alive 
(AVIATION WEEK 16 DEC 11) ... Jen DiMascio 

The defense authorization bill, providing $662.4 billion 
for national defense programs along with plans to continue 
funding Lockheed Martin’s Medium Extended Air Defense 
System (MEADS), passed in the Senate Dec. 15 by a vote of 
86-13. 

The bill also takes Lockheed’s F-35 Joint Strike Fighter to 
task for problems with development while in production. But 
it pushes out by one year an effort by Sen. John McCain 
(Ariz.), the top Republican on the Senate Armed Services 
Committee, to have Lockheed pick up the tab for cost 
overruns exceeding a certain amount. 

“The Pentagon thus far has failed to incentivize the prime 
contractor to control costs. So a tougher measure, as embodied 
in this report, is warranted,” McCain said on the Senate floor 
before the bill’s final passage. “While I would have preferred 
the original Senate position that would have made the fixed-
price requirement apply to the fifth lot currently being 
negotiated, I strongly support this provision.” 

The road to passage was not easy for the defense policy 
bill. Provisions over how to handle detainees drew a veto 
threat from President Barack Obama but were reworked to 
ensure passage by both Democrats and Republicans. 

McCain sought to terminate the tri-national MEADS 
missile defense program, arguing that it has been poorly 
managed and is running behind schedule and way over budget. 
Plus, the government has no firm plans to buy the system at 
the end of its development in 2013. But the final version of the 
defense authorization bill blunted potential cuts, carving out 

25% of this year’s request and asking the Pentagon to limit the 
scope of the program or renegotiate termination costs with the 
program’s international partners. 

While that’s stern language for the program, the bill 
doesn’t contain an outright kill. Defense industry officials 
aren’t even breaking a sweat over the language. They note that 
Deputy Defense Secretary Ashton Carter has justified 
MEADS in the past and is likely to go to bat for the program 
again, “sooner rather than later.” 

The bill was the first under the congressional ban on 
earmarks, but an investigation by Sen. Claire McCaskill (D-
Mo.) into the House version found 115 instances of 
congressionally directed spending worth up to $834 million. 
The amendments that put that spending in place were part of a 
carefully constructed process by the House Armed Services 
Committee. In the end, those 115 amendments were stripped 
from the final version of the bill. 

The bill also capped reimbursements for defense 
contractors at $700,000, a figure that was too high for Sens. 
Barbara Boxer (D-Calif.) and Charles Grassley (R-Iowa), who 
sought to limit the amount to $400,000. “We have more work 
to do to whittle down the cap of the salary subsidy,” Grassley 
says. “The high cap is very disappointing.” 

In approving the bill, Congress also makes a dramatic 
change to the leadership structure of the military, mandating 
that the chief of the National Guard Bureau be a member of 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff. 
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35. NASSCO Gets $424 Million To Build Navy Ship 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 17 DEC 11) ... Gary Robbins 

Congress has voted to give General Dynamics-NASSCO 
in San Diego $424 million to build the third and final Mobile 
Landing Platform ship that will be constructed for the Navy. 

NASSCO had already been funded to build the first two 
MLP vessels, which will be used as staging areas for the Navy 
and Marines. NASSCO has started building the first MLP, a 
765-foot ship that is among the larger vessels the company has 
built over the past 20 years. 

The money for the third ship was included in the defense 
authorization bill recently passed by Congress. The 
appropriation was supported by U.S. Senator Barbara Boxer 

(D-Calif.), who said in a statement that the money "will 
support 2,000 shipyard jobs in San Diego and capitalize on 
long-lead financing provided in previous legislation. This will 
save the Navy as much as $200 million and was one of the 
major victories that came out of this appropriations process.” 

NASSCO has about 3,300 employees, most of whom 
repair and upgrade Navy ships and built military and 
commercial vessels. The new contract is important for the 
company, which is struggling to land contracts to build new 
commercial vessels. 
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36. Navy Communications Rise and Shine, Again 
(SIGNAL MAGAZINE 16 DEC 11) ... Beverly T. Schaeffer 

In what has been an extremely successful program on 
U.S. Navy submarines is now being readied for the surface 
fleet. The Navy’s subs have been operating with the Common 
Submarine Radio Room (CSRR) concept, and now hope to 
harness the benefits for Navy surface vessels. 

In his article, “Underwater Communications Rise to 
Surface Fleet” in this issue of SIGNAL Magazine, Max Cacas 
talks with the Common Radio Room (CRR) program manager 
and others involved in this transition. Upgrades will bring 

older surface vessels into the current “century,” enabling them 
to use Internet-protocol-based tools. 

The CSRR program concluded in 2008 with installation 
of upgraded radio rooms in various submarine classes, 
according to Capt. Ken Ritter, USN, CRR program manager, 
Program Executive Office, Command, Control, 
Communications, Computers and Intelligence (PEO-C4I): 

It’s an effort to try to replicate what the submarine 
community has done with the CSRR, [but] on the surface side. 
Design and engineer once, replicate many times. 
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Capt. Ritter directs CRR development from Space and 
Naval Warfare Systems Center Atlantic. He says that just as 
with the CSRR, the intent is to develop a common architecture 
mainly in the external communications suites aboard various 
ship classes under construction. 

The CRR program is being conducted at the behest of 
Rear Adm. David Lewis, USN, head of the Navy’s PEO 
Ships, to determine if CSRR program success can be captured 
again for both fleet combat ships and vessels being built for 
the Military Sealift Command. 

The CRR project contains three pillars: Provide common, 
scalable communications architecture across a portfolio of 
ships; reduce the variation in hardware and software found in 
different ship classes and make them more common among 
each other; and introduce modernization to meet manpower 

requirements/reduce the crew workload. According to Capt. 
Ritter: 

If we can ensure that our ships are more common, we can 
make sure that their jobs are a little easier. For the most part, 
they are similar, but we can always improve on that. 

Capt. Ritter says that a broad agency announcement 
called for industry to provide its views on how to develop the 
technology primarily from an automation standpoint. A bid for 
contracting followed. The office awarded contracts to a 
number of companies. At this point, PEO-C4I is receiving and 
evaluating that input. 

Comprehensive CRR specifications will be finalized for 
future upgrade programs and ships still on the drawing board. 
Common architecture enables systems to plug and play the 
new gear into a standard configuration—trumping the need to 
custom-install new gear. 
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BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
37. Advisory Board: Navy, Country Need Pax River 
Federal, state, local officials highlight Pax River’s importance 
(SOUTHERN MARYLAND NEWSPAPERS 16 DEC 11) ... Jessica Goolsby 

An initiative of the Commander, Navy Installations 
Command aims to reduce the Navy’s footprint by 25 percent, 
but Pax River’s focus on “future readiness” seems to place the 
installation in the “safe zone,” at least for now, said Chairman 
Kevin F. Kelly of the Federal Facilities Advisory Board, 
which was appointed by Gov. Martin O’Malley (D). 

“The governor has charged the Federal Facilities 
Advisory Board to look at our installations throughout the 
state and not only consider economic development 
opportunities ... but to say, ‘How can the state help those 
installations that do so much for our country further their 
mission?’” Kelly said. “We’ll be drafting some 
recommendations [based on the meeting] for our first quarter 
report to the governor, and that will go out sometime early in 
the new year, but frankly, it’s apparent that the Navy and the 
country need you ... it really looks like you all have your act 
together down here.” 

During a three-hour roundtable discussion last week, state 
and local officials joined Sen. Ben Cardin (D-Md.) and Rep. 
Steny Hoyer (D-Md., 5th) in emphasizing Pax River’s 
economic and technological impact on not only the state but 
the country. Representatives from the base, the Naval Air 
Warfare Center Aircraft Division, the Southern Maryland 
Navy Alliance, The Patuxent Partnership and the St. Mary’s 
and Calvert boards of county commissioners also gave the 
advisory board insight into what the base means to the 
surrounding community. 

Originally Defense Secretary Leon Panetta was scheduled 
to attend to be briefed on Pax River activities, but that visit 
was canceled. 

“Pax River is now the center of naval aviation,” Hoyer 
said last Friday. “This base is by far the premier research, 
development, test and evaluation installation in the world ... 
and is home to more than 22,000 workers. There is not a 
community in America that wouldn’t kill to get the enterprise 
of this scope found here. This facility represents our future and 
it must continue to grow.” 

Cardin said, “This place is a national treasure. ... The 
work done at Pax River is unique to the station ... and we want 
to make sure that this is preserved for the future generations 
because it is important to our national security.” 

Dominick Murray, department secretary for the Maryland 
Department of Business and Economic Development, said 
Maryland’s military installations have had an economic 
impact of nearly $36 billion for the state in the past year — 
7.5 percent of the state’s local economic activity. 

“This year alone we’ve produced over 200 new aircraft. 
We have developed over 30,000 weapons, 500 UAVs 
[unmanned aerial vehicles], 50 training devices and done 700 
aircraft repairs, 1,800 engine repairs, 65,000 component 
repairs” and more is expected for the coming fiscal year, said 
Vice Adm. David Architzel, commander of Naval Air Systems 
Command. 

“The uniqueness of Pax River and the fact that this is the 
largest free-world test and evaluation facility and how people 
around the country would envy the position that we’re in” is a 
testament to the vital role the base plays in St. Mary’s County 
and the state, St. Mary’s County Commissioner Todd Morgan 
(R) said. “For every job we create here on the base, it creates 
two jobs out in town, which boils down to 75 percent of St. 
Mary’s economy being dependent upon this base. 

“This is a center of excellence for naval aviation, but 
simultaneously we acknowledge that there are [military 
budget] cuts coming. If you don’t grow, you go,” and Pax 
River continues to grow, he said. “From a commissioner point 
of view and from a businessman point of view, I am and 
continue to be a big fan of Pax River.” 

Susan Shaw, president of the Calvert County 
commissioners, added, “Being right across the river from the 
base, we have very close eyes to the mission, to the personnel 
who work there and to the technology that spins out and helps 
further U.S. ingenuity. ... And the small business impact [of 
Pax River] is very important to us,” with approximately 13 
percent of the base’s workforce living in Calvert County. 
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“It’s those same people who live in Calvert and work at 
the base at Pax River who also volunteer at our schools, 
contribute to our tax base, shop at our stores, visit our 
museum, eat at our restaurants, donate to our charities, attend 
our churches, participate in our boards, commissions and 
committees and generally make Calvert County a very 

pleasant place to live. ... The bottom line is, we are very 
committed to the base, we partner with the base and we will 
continue to do that to maintain relationships and strengthen 
partnerships, working closely with our partners here in St. 
Mary’s County and in Charles County to ensure the continued 
success for Pax River.” 
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38. Exemption To U.S. Military Immunity In Japan Expanded 
(KYODO NEWS 19 DEC 11) 

TOKYO -- U.S. military personnel who cause road 
accidents after drinking alcohol during events deemed as part 
of their official duties will no longer be able to avoid trials in 
Japan, the two countries agreed Friday. 

The revision to the operation of the Status of Forces 
Agreement, which governs the handling of U.S. service 
personnel in Japan, was reached by the Joint Committee, 
composed of government officials and ranking military 
officers, the Foreign Ministry said. 

The agreement now states that "drinking intoxicating 
beverages shall remove such person from his official duty 
status." 

Under the Status of Forces Agreement, Japan has no 
authority to try U.S. military personnel who allegedly commit 
crimes in Japan while on duty. 

The revision came after a bilateral agreement in 
November to allow Japan to have jurisdiction over accidents 

and crimes involving civilian staff at U.S. bases while they are 
on duty under certain circumstances. 

The changes are seen as efforts by Tokyo and Washington 
to make progress in relocating the U.S. Marine Corps' 
Futenma Air Station within Okinawa Prefecture. 

The relocation plan has met strong opposition in 
Okinawa, which hosts the bulk of U.S. military facilities in 
Japan. The prefecture has also been frustrated with a lack of 
authority to deal with wrongdoing by U.S. military personnel. 

Japanese Foreign Minister Koichiro Gemba informed 
Okinawa Gov. Hirokazu Nakaima of the new arrangement in 
Tokyo. 

"I will make utmost efforts to respond to the feelings of 
people in the prefecture as much as possible," Gemba told the 
governor. 
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39. Japan To Forgo Funds For Design Work Of Futenma Relocation Site 
(KYODO NEWS 17 DEC 11) 

TOKYO -- The Japanese government will give up 
earmarking funds in a budget for fiscal 2012 for designing a 
facility in Okinawa Prefecture that the U.S. Marine Corps' 
Futenma Air Station will be relocated to, government sources 
said Friday. 

The central government has made the decision in 
consideration of calls from local government officials and 
residents who want the base in Ginowan moved out of 
Okinawa, the sources said. 

Defense Minister Yasuo Ichikawa told reporters, 
commenting on the matter, "We should handle a budget 
related to construction of a relocation facility very carefully 
given that we have yet to finish the process of environmental 
impact assessment." 

Ichikawa was referring to an environmental impact 
assessment report that the government plans to file with the 
local government by the year-end, a step needed to build the 
alternative facility in Nago. 

The government plans to earmark costs for environmental 
research work in the budget for the year starting in April 2012, 
the sources said. 

If the Okinawa government agrees to the relocation of the 
Futenma facility within the prefecture, the government will 
likely tap reserve funds for design work on the alternative 
facility, the sources said. 

Japan and the United States have reached an accord that 
the Futenma base will be relocated to Nago. The deal also 
includes the transfer of around 8,000 Marines to Guam from 
Okinawa. 
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40. Navy Looks Into Closure Of Tinian Mortar Range 
New land management deal with U.S. military being pushed 
(SAIPAN TRIBUNE (NORTHERN MARIANAS) 19 DEC 11) ... Haidee V. Eugenio 

The U.S. Navy is now looking into changing Tinian's 
mortar range status to “inactive,” which would pave the way 
for a site investigation and cleanup of hazardous materials, 
following safety and tourism concerns that Tinian Mayor 
Ramon Dela Cruz raised as early as September. 

Two-thirds of Tinian land is leased by the U.S. military. 
Dela Cruz, at the same time, asked Gov. Benigno R. Fitial 

as president of the CNMI Military Integration Management 
Committee to initiate discussions with the U.S. Department of 
Defense on a new land management agreement. 

This proposed new agreement would be for, among other 
things, maintenance of roadways, mowing, and filing potholes 
in military leased land on Tinian. 

Tinian currently absorbs the cost of maintaining some of 
these areas. 

Fitial, in a separate interview, said he is currently 
reviewing the existing agreements with the U.S. military on 
the use of Tinian and see how it can proceed with a new land 
management agreement. He said he has yet to find out how 
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much the CNMI government spends in maintaining these 
military areas. 

Capt. J.V. Heckman, regional engineer for the U.S. 
Navy's Civil Engineer Corps, said in order to facilitate the 
closure of Tinian's mortar range, he has requested that the 
status of the facility be changed to “inactive,” which would 
allow its entry into the Navy's Munitions Remediation 
Program. 

“Once the site is approved in the MRP, funding for site 
investigation and cleanup will be provided by the Navy based 
on a risk assessment model,” Heckman said in a Dec. 7 
response letter to Dela Cruz. 

The one-page Navy letter, a copy of which was obtained 
by Saipan Tribune last week, said that in the interim, funding 
will be available to maintain the access controls until the site 
can be remediated. 

Heckman said his staff will coordinate with the Tinian 
mayor to maintain the fencing and update the signs as 
necessary. The mortar range was used during World War II. 

Dela Cruz said the fence surrounding the old mortar range 
between the Blowhole and Chicket on the northeastern coast 
of Tinian has become an eyesore. 

The signs on the fence, featuring a skull and crossbones 
sign, are very unappealing and “perhaps even offensive,” the 
mayor said. 

The mayor also said that a review of a Sept. 20, 2010, 
Record of Decision show that it does not contain any 
indication related to the Department of Defense using the 
mortar range in the future. 

“Therefore, we would request that the Department of 
Defense contract an explosives ordnance company to clear the 
range of all hazardous materials and remove the fence,” Dela 
Cruz said in a Sept. 6 letter to then outgoing Navy Rear Adm. 
Paul J. Bushong of the Joint Region Marianas. 

If there's going to be talks between the CNMI government 
and Defense on military land management on Tinian, it could 
be the first working dialogue with the U.S. military in years. 

It is expected that an active dialogue between the CNMI 
and Defense would help resolve, for example, the issue of 
liability if an accident happens on military land on Tinian. 

Fitial called for a meeting with the Tinian leadership on 
Dec. 9. Prior to that meeting, the governor requested 
documents that will be used in consideration of the Tinian 
mayor's request to initiate discussions with Defense regarding 
maintenance of some military areas on Tinian. 

“I met with the Tinian leaders because they have concerns 
about the problems they are now faced with concerning the 
roadway access so we still have more meetings [about it]. to 
come up with a definitive decision and plan on what to do 
with the existing Tinian lease agreement,” he said. 

The governor said he has already tasked MIMC 
coordinator Tom Linden and James Stump to get all the facts 
about the lease agreement. 

Senate Vice President Jude Hofschneider (R-Tinian), 
chair of the Tinian Legislative Delegation, said yesterday that 
the meeting between the Tinian leadership and the governor 
was prompted by concerns raised by the Tinian municipality 
on the maintenance of military areas. 

“With budgetary constraints, the Tinian municipality is 
seeking for ways to address the issue. It's costly to maintain 
the roadways and access roads, especially during rainy seasons 
when grass grows taller. We are expecting a progress report by 
mid-January, on how to go about this maintenance agreement, 
if that's what we're aiming for. There could be other things,” 
he said. 

Sen. Frank Cruz (R-Tinian), also at the meeting, said it's 
important that both the CNMI and Defense revisit their lease 
agreement to resolve issues related to maintenance of military 
areas. 

“It's been over 30 years since the lease agreement was 
signed. It's a good meeting with the governor,” he said. 

The lease agreement was signed on Jan. 6, 1983, and was 
made pursuant to the Covenant signed in 1975. 
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41. Seabees Honored In El Salvador During Southern Partnership Station 2012 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 17 DEC 11) ... Spc. Jennifer Grier, U.S. Naval Forces Southern Command & U.S. 4th Fleet Public Affairs 

LA UNION, El Salvador -- A recognition ceremony was 
held Dec. 15, at Centro Escolar Gregorio Alvarez Nunez in 
honor of U.S. Naval Mobile Construction Battalion (NMCB) 
23 Seabees embarked aboard High Speed Vessel (HSV 2) 
Swift. 

The ceremony was held in appreciation for the completion 
of a seven-day construction project as part of HSV-Southern 
Partnership Station 2012 (HSV-SPS 12). 

"This ceremony was a great opportunity to bring everyone 
together and gives a real chance for the communities of El 
Salvador to interact," said Samuel Iglesias, La Union's 
representative to the Minister of Education. "This ceremony 
honors something really wonderful for everyone, especially 
the kids." 

This project was led by project manager Utilities Man 1st 
Class Patrick Koelle. The team of Seabees completed minor 
electrical repairs, renovated the school kitchen and an outdoor 
pavilion, and performed structural and aesthetic maintenance 
at the site. Seabees painted a basketball backboard and built 

steps to the basketball court, making a safer environment for 
the children. 

"To see how grateful the teachers and administrators are 
is really rewarding," said Koelle. "It makes this job all worth 
it, and I'm very proud of how it all turned out in the end. This 
shows the hard work my team put into this and leaves a lasting 
impact with the school that we can all remember." 

The team refurbished the school kitchen by building and 
repairing walls, adding a new roof, and installing a sink, stove 
vent and brick cooking area. Two-hundred feet of piping was 
also placed to service the new kitchen sink. 

Ricardo Jimenez, the school's principal, attended the 
ceremony. 

"My favorite part of this whole thing is to see a positive 
response within my community," said Jimenez. "Giving brand 
new facilities to my school built by U.S. service members, is 
really an amazing thing to be a part of and upon seeing the 
final product, I know this will provide for generations to 
come." 
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This is the first of two Seabee projects in El Salvador, 
where U.S. Seabees have been working closely with 
Salvadoran service members who specialize in construction. 

The construction project is one event during the three-
week HSV-SPS 12 partnership with El Salvador. Service 
members from each of the armed services are working with 
the host nation partners, exchanging information regarding 

medical and veterinary practices, small unit leadership, and 
port security. 

Southern Partnership Station is an annual deployment of 
U.S. ships to the U.S. Southern Command (USSOUTHCOM) 
area of responsibility in the Caribbean, Central and South 
America. The mission's primary goal is information sharing 
with partner nation service members and civilians in the 
region. 

Return to Index 
 

42. Makin Island ARG Sailors, Marines Volunteer at Cambodian School 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 17 DEC 11) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Jason Behnke, Amphibious Squadron 5 Public 
Affairs 

SIHANOUKVILLE, Cambodia -- Sailors and Marines 
from the Makin Island Amphibious Ready Group (ARG) 
participated in a community service project at the Otres 
Primary School in Sihanoukville, Cambodia, Dec. 16. 

Sailors from amphibious dock landing ship USS Pearl 
Harbor (LSD 52) and amphibious transport dock ship USS 
New Orleans (LPD 18), along with Marines from the 11th 
Marine Expeditionary Unit (MEU), cleared the schoolyard of 
brush, handed out books and played with the children during 
the event. 

Lt. John Tarr, a chaplain aboard Pearl Harbor, said one of 
the most important things the service members did was to 
simply play with the children. 

"In Cambodia, they view children differently," said Tarr. 
"If we can help bridge the cultural gap by playing and 
interacting with the kids, we can show them other people care 
too." 

Tarr said that many children in Cambodia are made to 
work starting at a very young age. Sailors and Marines from 

the Makin Island ARG helped the children act like children by 
playing volleyball, frisbee disc and other local games. 

"The reason I wanted to do it was to help the kids," said 
Fire Controlman 3rd Class Nicole Sively, who volunteered for 
the project. "It also really makes me appreciate what I have. 
They have so much less, but they're happy." 

Sively said she learned how the children find ways to 
entertain themselves with simple objects. 

"They turn little things into games," she said. "They 
showed me a game where they just used rubber bands; it was 
really fun." 

Pearl Harbor and New Orleans deployed Nov. 14, in 
support of the Navy's maritime strategy and are currently 
conducting theater security cooperation missions in the U.S. 
7th Fleet area of responsibility (AOR). 

Pearl Harbor, New Orleans and amphibious assault ship 
USS Makin Island (LHD 8), along with the embarked 11th 
MEU, make up the Makin Island Amphibious Ready Group 
(ARG). 
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43. Navy Simulator Provides Firefighters With Realistic Training 
(KITSAP SUN 16 DEC 11) ... Ed Friedrich 

BANGOR — Firefighters maintain their skills by fighting 
fires, which normally don't end well. But a Navy simulator 
enables them to stay sharp without tragedy. 

Navy Region Northwest Fire and Emergency Services 
responders trained in a mobile live-fire simulator Friday. The 
two-story, $400,000 trailer burns propane and uses artificial 
smoke to replicate a real fire. The bright red semi trailer 
rotates among the region's bases and also is offered to non-
Navy fire departments. 

"Having a live-fire trainer gives us an opportunity to 
remain proficient in our firefighting skills — fire stream 
application, feeling the heat, having the smoke reduce 
visibility, creating realistic scenarios," said Brian Dorr, a 
captain with the Navy Region Northwest fire service. 
"Otherwise we've got to wait for a real fire or burn a 
condemned house, which requires a lot of hoops be jumped 
through." 

The trailer presents firefighters with many challenges. 
Although most of it is solid metal, a replaceable plywood-and-
shingle roof lets them practice cutting and venting. There's a 
place to insert sheetrock to practice getting through walls. 
Stairs rise both inside and out. Metal walls can be added to 
create more of maze. "Props" like a metal oven can create a 
kitchen fire scenario, complete with simulated flashover. And 
there's a confined space like a ship's hatch to train on. 

"Think of this as a giant barbecue grille," said training 
officer Brian Pille. "It's relatively safe, benign 
environmentally and a fantastic training tool." 

The trailer is like a huge oven fire. It's black and hot 
inside. Blazing orange flames fill the void when a door is 
opened. Firefighters shine lights and hold on to one another to 
find their way up and down stairs and around walls. 

They must recertify on this type of live-fire training every 
year. 

This year, Naval Base Kitsap firefighters responded to 
2,194 calls for service. Two-thirds of them were on base, the 
other one-third helping local units outside the gates. 

TJ Dargan, Navy Region Northwest's operations director, 
oversees the fire department, among other things. On Friday, 
he came out with Fire Chief Bruce Kramer to experience live-
fire training for himself. He pulled on bunker gear and an air 
tank and went inside. 

"This is cool. It's a really nice capability to show off," 
Dargan said of the 3-year-old trailer. 

The simulator is the only one in the county. Every other 
time it comes to Bangor, outside agencies are invited to train 
on it. 

"It's been a great community asset," Kramer said. 
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44. Navy Advanced Metering Installation Underway In Hawaii 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 17 DEC 11) ... Naval Facilities Engineering Command Hawaii Public Affairs 

PEARL HARBOR -- Naval Facilities Engineering 
Command (NAVFAC) Hawaii and Weston Solutions Inc., 
began installing "smart meters" to utility service connections 
at major Navy facilities on Oahu as part of a $10.2 million 
Advanced Metering Infrastructure (AMI) project, Dec. 5. 

"Increased energy efficiency and identifying operations to 
improve utility consumption management is needed 
throughout the Navy," said Glenn Todd, NAVFAC Hawaii 
Utilities and Energy Management projects manager. "The 
Navy in the State of Hawaii faces an extremely challenging 
energy environment with the cost of electricity on the island of 
Oahu among the highest in the nation." 

AMI is a NAVFAC enterprise network solution that 
incorporates modern "smart meters" and a secure 
communications backbone to provide timely energy data to 
support energy awareness and validate energy reduction 
efforts at Navy facilities throughout the country. With almost 
half of the Navy's shore budget spent on utility bills, 
management of this costly resource requires modern tools and 
analysis. 

"In addition to various federal energy reduction mandates 
that require all federal facilities to install meters were practical 
to meet energy goals by October 2012, there are federal 
requirements for a reduction in water usage as well," said 
Todd. "NAVFAC Hawaii's AMI project on Oahu includes 
approximately 290 water meters, 609 electric meters, and 560 
radios to be installed on 550 facilities. 

NAVFAC Hawaii officially began this effort with a 
contract award on Dec. 21, 2010, to Weston Solutions Inc. 

In March 2011, AMI site survey work got underway 
where photography, and the surveying of existing electrical 
equipment occurred for design purposes. Then in April 2011, 
material ordering and server procurement was initiated. 

The installation of water meters began Dec. 5, with 
electrical meters soon to follow in January 2012. Progression 
of all meters and radios will continue from Jan. 3, 2012, until 
scheduled completion in September 2012. Various locations 
have been mapped out to assist the installation process. 

The first site is aboard Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam 
(JBPHH) main facilities, then Pearl Harbor Naval 
Shipyard/Intermediate Maintenance Facility; JBPHH 
Wahiawa Annex; JBPHH West Loch Annex/Lualualei; Camp 
Smith, and JBPHH waterfront. 

Normal working hours for NAVFAC Hawaii and 
contracted personnel are from 7:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m., daily. 
Electrical outages will be scheduled during non-working hours 
or during working hours if available. 

Once all AMI equipment, meters and communications 
network are in place, then testing, training, and acceptance of 
the system will occur with a project completion date set in 
December 2012. 

NAVFAC Hawaii's utility customers may notice 
contractors working around their facilities; however, this work 
should, in most cases, not interfere with Navy or Air Force 
military or civilian personnel. Any temporary power outages 
during installation will be announced in advance and should 
pose no danger to any customer employees. 

"AMI is a high-end smart metering and network 
communications system that will gather consumption data in 
15-minute intervals and make it available over the Navy 
Marine Corps Internet every four hours at a minimum," said 
Todd. "This data will provide energy managers and customers 
utility usage information essential to their energy reduction 
efforts." 
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45. USS Iowa Gives Sneak Preview 
Historic battleship that will be berthed at the Port of L.A. draws hundreds. 
(TORRANCE (CA) DAILY BREEZE 17 DEC 11) ... Donna Littlejohn 

SAN PEDRO - A port in Northern California is getting a 
sneak preview of what San Pedro hopes will become a 
homeport tourist magnet in 2012. 

The USS Iowa - a historic World War II battleship - is 
drawing hundreds of tourists already in the Port of Richmond, 
where the vessel's exterior is undergoing refurbishment. 

More than 1,000 people showed up Dec. 10-11 when the 
ship was opened for limited weekend tours for the first time, 
said Robert Kent, president of the Pacific Battleship Center, 
the nonprofit organization that received the ship donation from 
the Navy last year. 

Despite some "hiccups" on the leasing negotiations with 
the Port of Los Angeles, Kent said it appears the ship will 
arrive in San Pedro sometime from February to April. 

The timing of the final tow south, however, is 
"completely weather-dependent," Kent said. There also are 
details still to be worked out with the Port of Los Angeles 
regarding the ship's lease. 

If all goes as planned, local tours could begin as early as 
June 20 in a "soft" opening, with the grand opening still slated 
for July 4. 

In Richmond, work is proceeding quickly to paint and 
preserve the ship's exterior, Kent said. 

The idea is to get the ship's exterior, including the mast, 
refurbished before it comes to San Pedro. 

"She's going to come down looking fit and trim," Kent 
told a San Pedro Chamber of Commerce committee last week. 

Work on the interior will be ongoing, with new areas 
opened for tours as they're finished. 

Once it's towed south, the ship will remain anchored six 
miles off the coast near Long Beach while workers clean the 
hull, an operation expected to take about a week. 

A celebration will be scheduled to bring the ship up the 
Main Channel in the Port of Los Angeles, with the vessel 
carrying 1,000 to 1,500 invited guests onboard. 
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The governor of Iowa is among those who plan to be on 
hand for the festivities, which could also include ship escorts 
by the Los Angeles Tall Ships and the SS Lane Victory. 

Iowa residents will receive special courtesies. 
"Anyone with an Iowa driver's license will get a general 

tour for no charge," Kent said. 
It is still unclear where the Iowa will initially be berthed, 

but its permanent home has been designated as Berth 87, just 
north of the Los Angeles Maritime Museum and the fireboat 
station. 

In that spot, the ship will be visible from Harbor 
Boulevard and the Vincent Thomas Bridge. 

Fundraising is ramping up on the project as well, with 
about $1 million already invested in the ship by the Pacific 
Battleship Center. 

A $3 million grant from the state of Iowa is expected to 
be in hand by the end of this year and a $5 million bank loan is 
in the works. 

Tours will feature an interactive experience, with part-
time actors who will demonstrate Navy life. 

The ship, nicknamed "The Big Stick," served from the 
1940s through the 1980s before it was decommissioned. 

Kent said the Port of Richmond "went out of their way to 
work with us" in setting up the preliminary tours, which are 
expected to be offered every Saturday and Sunday (except for 
Christmas weekend) until the ship is towed south. 

The vessel also is getting lights and decorations for the 
holidays, he said. 

The Richmond tours are being promoted as part of a 
Battleship Expo that includes on-board USS Iowa visits, 
exhibits, a short film on the battleship and other displays. 

The Pacific Battleship Center is asking for $10 admission 
for adults ($5 for children 12 or older) and raised $15,000 in 
its first weekend. 

The group also is selling holiday gift certificates that give 
the recipient "plank" ownership status on the Iowa project. 
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NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
46. Barack Obama Signs $1 Trillion Dollar Spending Bill, Averts Shutdown 
(ECONOMIC TIMES 18 DEC 11) 

WASHINGTON—U.S. President Barack Obama on 
Sunday faced a new congressional gridlock over a payroll tax 
cut after he had signed into law a $1 trillion spending bill, 
averting a government shutdown. 

The U.S. Senate passed the spending bill and a two-month 
payroll tax holiday extension on Saturday, punting that 
problem down the road but not for long. 

Obama had initially sought a one-year extension for the 
tax cut and unemployment benefits. 

The compromise tax measure further dented Obama's 
authority by forcing him to revisit a contentious pipeline plan, 
and while the legislation passed easily, its short duration 
highlighted the inability of feuding lawmakers to bridge the 
divide on a more comprehensive deal. 

Obama told reporters he was "pleased" with the deal, but 
made it clear he was expecting more. 

"While this agreement is for two months... it would be 
inexcusable for Congress not to further extend this middle-
class tax cut for the rest of the year" when they revisit the 
issue in early 2012, he said at the White House shortly after 
the Senate vote. But Republican Senate Minority Leader 
Mitch McConnell said that "in order to achieve something 
around here, you have to compromise." 

The deal thrusts the contentious Keystone XL pipeline, to 
carry oil from Canada's tar sands to the U.S. Gulf Coast, back 
onto the political agenda. 

Obama had put off a decision on the project, which pits 
environmentalists against labor unions and business interests 
in his political base, until after the November 2012 elections in 
which he is hoping to secure a second term. The move drew 
Republican howls. 

Instead, the bill gives him just 60 days to review the 
pipeline project, a deadline Obama did not mention during his 
brief remarks. 

"This bill will stop President Obama's delaying tactics," 
said Republican Senator Richard Lugar. 

"It is absolutely incredible that President Obama wants to 
delay a decision until after the 2012 elections apparently in 
fear of offending a part of his political base." 

The White House's apparent concession in agreeing to 
legislative language requiring Obama to ostensibly reconsider 
it within two months will enrage environmentalists who lean 
Democratic and campaigned against the project. 

Republican Senator Kay Bailey Hutchison acknowledged 
"stark" differences between the parties over how to pay for the 
tax cut extension, with some lawmakers on both sides of the 
aisle furious that the bill slashes inputs to the already-creaky 
Social Security system. 

"We don't think that we should defund Social Security," 
Republican Senator Mark Kirk said alongside his Democratic 
colleague Joe Manchin. Both had voted against the measure. 

The House of Representatives, which earlier approved the 
spending bill, could take up the tax cut measure on Monday, 
capping a frenetic period of maneuvering between the White 
House and its Republican foes. 

But approval was far from certain. According to The New 
York Times, a number of rank-and-file Republicans objected 
to the measures in a Saturday conference call with House 
Speaker John Boehner, indicating it would face an uphill 
battle. 

Amid the bitter sniping between the two major parties, 
Representative Debbie Wasserman Schultz said her fellow 
Democrats in the House would back the payroll tax cut bill but 
that the pipeline amendment was a mistake by her rivals. 

"The Republicans have probably killed the Keystone 
pipeline" by forcing the Obama administration into a review 
of two months rather than one year, she said. 

Democratic Senate Majority leader Harry Reid said 
Americans "should know that we fought hard to make sure 
that they get their checks, and their deductions come January 
1." 

But Republicans crowed that they had forced Obama to 
take up the pipeline project, which they say will create 20,000 
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jobs, even after the president said he would reject any attempt to link it to the payroll tax holiday. 
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47. Killing Of Bin Laden Voted Top News Story Of 2011 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 17 DEC 11) ... David Crary, 

NEW YORK -- The killing of Osama Bin Laden during a 
raid by Navy SEALs on his hideout in Pakistan was the top 
news story of 2011, followed by Japan's 
earthquake/tsunami/meltdown disaster, according to The 
Associated Press' annual poll of U.S. editors and news 
directors. 

The death of Bin Laden, the al-Qaida leader who 
masterminded the Sept. 11 terror attacks, received 128 first-
place votes out of 247 ballots cast for the top 10 stories. The 
Japan disaster was next, with 60 first-place votes. Placing third 
were the Arab Spring uprisings that rocked North Africa and 
the Middle East, while the European Union's financial turmoil 
was No. 4. 

The international flavor of these top stories contrasted 
with last year's voting — when the Gulf of Mexico oil spill 
was the top story, President Barack Obama's health care 
overhaul was No. 2, and the U.S. midterm elections were No. 
3. 

Here are 2011's top 10 stories, in order: 
Osama Bin Laden's Death 
He'd been the world's most-wanted terrorist for nearly a 

decade, ever since a team of his al-Qaida followers carried out 
the attacks of Sept. 11, 2001. In May, the long and often-
frustrating manhunt ended with a nighttime assault by a 
helicopter-borne special operations squad on his compound in 
Abbottabad, Pakistan. Bin Laden was shot dead by one of the 
raiders, and within hours his body was buried at sea. 

Japan's Triple Disaster 
A 9.0-magnitude earthquake off Japan's northeast coast in 

March unleashed a tsunami that devastated scores of 
communities, leaving nearly 20,000 people dead or missing 
and wreaking an estimated $218 billion in damage. The 
tsunami triggered the worst nuclear crisis since Chernobyl 
after waves knocked out the cooling system at a nuclear power 
plant, causing it to spew radiation that turned up in local 
produce. About 100,000 people evacuated from the area have 
not returned to their homes. 

Arab Spring 
It began with demonstrations in Tunisia that rapidly 

toppled the longtime strongman. Spreading like a wildfire, the 
Arab Spring protests sparked a revolution in Egypt that ousted 
Hosni Mubarak, fueled a civil war in Libya that climaxed with 
Moammar Gadhafi's death, and fomented a bloody uprising in 
Syria against the Assad regime. Bahrain and Yemen also 
experienced major protests and unrest. 

EU Fiscal Crisis 
The European Union was wracked by relentless fiscal 

turmoil. In Greece, austerity measures triggered strikes, 
protests and riots, while Italy's economic woes toppled 
Premier Silvio Berlusconi. France and Germany led urgent 
efforts to ease the debt crisis; Britain balked at proposed 
changes. 

U.S. Economy 

By some measures, the U.S. economy gained strength as 
the year progressed. Hiring picked up a bit, consumers were 
spending more, and the unemployment rate finally dipped 
below 9 percent. But millions of Americans remained buffeted 
by foreclosures, joblessness and benefit cutbacks, and 
investors were on edge monitoring the chain of fiscal crises in 
Europe. 

Penn State Sex Abuse Scandal 
One of America's most storied college football programs 

was tarnished in a scandal that prompted the firing of Hall of 
Fame football coach Joe Paterno. One of his former assistants, 
Jerry Sandusky, was accused of sexually molesting 10 boys; 
two senior Penn State officials were charged with perjury; and 
the longtime president was ousted. Paterno wasn't charged, but 
expressed regret he didn't do more after being told there was a 
problem. 

Gadhafi Toppled In Libya 
After nearly 42 years of mercurial and often brutal rule, 

Moammar Gadhafi was toppled by his own people. Anti-
government protests escalated into an eight-month rebellion, 
backed by NATO bombing, that shattered his regime, and 
Gadhafi finally was tracked down and killed in the fishing 
village where he was born. 

Fiscal Showdowns In Congress 
Partisan divisions in Congress led to several showdowns 

on fiscal issues. A fight over the debt ceiling prompted 
Standard & Poor's to strip the U.S. of its AAA credit rating. 
Later, the so-called "supercommittee" failed to agree on a 
deficit-reduction package of at least $1.2 trillion — potentially 
triggering automatic spending cuts of that amount starting in 
2013. 

Occupy Wall Street Protests 
It began Sept. 17 with a protest at a New York City park 

near Wall Street, and within weeks spread to scores of 
communities across the U.S. and abroad. The movement 
depicted itself as leaderless and shied away from specific 
demands, but succeeded in airing its complaint that the richest 
1 percent of Americans benefit at the expense of the rest. As 
winter approached, local police dismantled several of the 
protest encampments. 

Gabrielle Giffords Shot 
The popular third-term congresswoman from Arizona 

suffered a severe brain injury when she and 18 other people 
were shot by a gunman as she met with constituents outside a 
Tucson supermarket in January. Six people died, and Giffords' 
painstaking recovery is still in progress. 

Among the news events falling just short of the Top 10 
were the death of Apple Inc. co-founder Steve Jobs, Hurricane 
Irene, the devastating series of tornados across Midwest and 
Southeastern U.S., and the repeal of the "don't ask, don't tell" 
policy that barred gays from serving openly in the U.S. 
military. 
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48. North Korea: Kim Jong Il Dead, Son Is 'Successor' 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 19 DEC 11) ... Rafael Wober 

PYONGYANG, North Korea -- North Korea announced 
the death of supreme leader Kim Jong Il and urged its people 
to rally behind his young son and heir-apparent Monday, 
while the world watched warily for signs of instability in a 
nation pursuing nuclear weapons. 

South Korea, anxious about the untested, 20-something 
Kim Jong Un after his father's 17-year rule, put its military on 
high alert against the North's 1.2 million-strong armed forces. 
President Barack Obama agreed by phone with South Korean 
President Lee Myung-bak to closely monitor developments. 

People on the streets of the North Korean capital, 
Pyongyang, wailed in grief, some kneeling on the ground or 
bowing repeatedly as they learned the news that their "dear 
general" had died of heart failure Saturday at age 69 while 
carrying out official duties on a train trip. 

"How could the heavens be so cruel? Please come back, 
general. We cannot believe you're gone," Hong Son Ok 
shouted in an interview with North Korea's official television, 
her body shaking wildly. 

"He passed away too suddenly to our profound regret," 
said a statement carried by the North's official Korean Central 
News Agency. "The heart of Kim Jong Il stopped beating, but 
his noble and august name and benevolent image will always 
be remembered by our army and people." 

While there was no immediate statement on official 
succession, indications were clear that Kim Jong Un, the third 
son of Kim Jong Il, would be in charge. 

The North said in a dispatch that the people and the 
military "have pledged to uphold the leadership of comrade 
Kim Jong Un" and called him a "great successor" of the 
country's revolutionary philosophy of juche, or self reliance. 

The death could set back efforts by the United States and 
others to get Pyongyang to abandon its nuclear weapons 
ambitions, because the untested successor may seek to avoid 
any perceived weakness as he moves to consolidate control. 

"The situation could become extremely volatile. What the 
North Korean military does in the next 24-48 hours will be 
decisive," said Bill Richardson, a former U.S. ambassador to 
the United Nations who has made several high-profile visits to 
North Korea. 

The death comes at a sensitive time for North Korea as it 
prepares for next year's 100th anniversary of the birth of 
founder Kim Il Sung — Kim Jong Il's father. The preparations 
include massive construction projects throughout the city as 
part of Kim Jong Il's unfulfilled promise to bring prosperity to 
his people. 

Seoul and Washington will worry that Kim Jong Un "may 
feel it necessary in the future to precipitate a crisis to prove his 
mettle to other senior leaders," according to Bruce Klingner, 
an Asia analyst at The Heritage Foundation think tank in 
Washington. 

In Seoul, parliamentary official Lee Kyu-yun said he was 
thinking of stocking up food in case of soaring military 
tensions. 

Lee Byung-joon, 27, feared South Korea might have to 
fight a war against the North if high-ranking officials 
challenge the inexperienced Kim Jong Un and Pyongyang 
becomes unstable. 

"I definitely think the chance of war breaking out between 
the South and the North is higher now than before," Lee said. 

Some analysts, however, said Kim's death was unlikely to 
plunge the country into chaos because it already was preparing 
for a transition. Kim Jong Il indicated a year ago that Kim 
Jong Un would be his successor, putting him in high-ranking 
posts. 

"There won't be any emergencies in the North at least in 
the next few months," said Baek Seung-joo of the state-run 
Korea Institute for Defense Analyses in South Korea. 

Another analyst said an internal power struggle could 
break out between Kim Jong Un and his aunt's husband, Jang 
Song Thaek, who was elevated in the government last year 
and likely will be given a caretaker role in the new 
administration 

"Tension will arise between Jang and Kim Jong Un, 
because Kim will have no choice but to share some power 
with Jang," said Ryoo Kihl-jae, a professor at the University 
of North Korean Studies, which is in South Korea. 

The North said it would place Kim's body in the 
Kumsusan memorial palace in Pyongyang and that his funeral 
would be Dec. 28. No entertainment will be allowed during a 
10-day mourning period, and the country will accept no 
"foreign delegations hoping to express condolences," it said. 

South Korea's President Lee urged his people to remain 
calm while his Cabinet and the parliament convened 
emergency meetings. The Defense Ministry said the South 
Korean military and the 28,500 U.S. troops stationed in South 
Korea bolstered reconnaissance and were sharing intelligence 
on North Korea. Lee also talked with the leaders of Japan and 
Russia. 

The White House said in a statement that it is closely 
monitoring reports of Kim's death. "We remain committed to 
stability on the Korean peninsula, and to the freedom and 
security of our allies," the statement said. 

The Obama administration may postpone decisions on re-
engaging the North in nuclear talks and providing it with food 
aid, U.S. officials said. 

The administration had been expected to decide on both 
issues this week, possibly as early as Monday, but the officials 
said Kim's death would likely delay the process. The officials 
spoke on condition of anonymity due to the sensitivity of the 
situation. They said the U.S. was particularly concerned about 
any changes that Kim's death might spark in the military 
postures of North and South Korea but were hopeful that calm 
would prevail. 

In a "special broadcast" Monday from the North Korean 
capital, state media said Kim died on a train due to a "great 
mental and physical strain" during a "high intensity field 
inspection." It said an autopsy was done on Dec. 18 and "fully 
confirmed" the diagnosis. 

Kim is believed to have suffered a stroke in 2008, but he 
had appeared relatively vigorous in photos and video from 
recent trips to China and Russia and in numerous trips around 
the country carefully documented by state media. 

"It is the biggest loss for the party ... and it is our people 
and nation's biggest sadness," an anchorwoman clad in black 
Korean traditional dress said in a voice choked with tears. 
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Chae Jae-eun, a South Korean company worker, said from 
Seoul that she worried mostly about the economic 
implications of Kim Jong Il's death. 

Asian stock markets moved lower following the news. 
A group of North Koreans waiting at Beijing airport for 

their flight to Pyongyang reacted with shock when asked of 

Kim's death. One woman broke into tears as she pulled out a 
handkerchief. One of her companions led her away when she 
looked as if she would collapse. 
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49. Wright Brothers Anniversary Marks Navy Flight 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 17 DEC 11) 

RALEIGH - The annual celebration of the day human 
beings overpowered gravity with flying machines is marking a 
century of U.S. naval aviation. 

The National Park Service and First Flight Society marks 
the first flight on Saturday at the Wright Brothers National 
Memorial in Kill Devil Hills. Saturday marks 108 years since 
Wilbur and Orville Wright took off from the Outer Banks 
dunes for a 12-second flight that changed the world. 

This year's event marks the 100th anniversary of United 
States naval aviation and includes a fly-over by Navy F/A-18 
Hornets. 

It includes the induction of the United States' only World 
War I Navy Flying Ace into the First Flight Shrine. Lt. David 
Ingalls recorded six victories during the war in a single-seat 
Sopwith Camel fighter plane. 
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50. Jewish Hero May Get Top Acclaim 
World War I soldier deserved the Medal of Honor, daughter and colleagues say. 
(ST. LOUIS POST-DISPATCH 18 DEC 11) ... Phillip O'Connor 

Elsie Shemin-Roth fought for years for the Medal of 
Honor she believes her father was denied in World War I 
because of his Jewish faith. On Thursday, her goal came one 
step closer to reality when the Senate approved a $662 billion 
defense bill that includes a provision that would allow for a 
review of cases like those involving Shemin-Roth's father. 
President Barack Obama is expected to sign the measure into 
law before year's end. 

"A wrong has finally been righted," said Shemin-Roth, 
82, of Labadie. The William Shemin Jewish World War I 
Veterans Act authorizes the secretaries of the Army and Navy 
to review records of other World War I Jewish veterans to 
determine whether they should have received the Medal of 
Honor. 

Retired Army Col. Erwin Burtnick of Baltimore, who will 
present Shemin's case to the Army, thinks Shemin, without 
question, is deserving. 

"The level of heroism exhibited by him far exceeds that of 
other Medal of Honors that were awarded,'' Burtnick said. 

Sgt. Shemin was 19 years old in August 1918 when three 
times he dashed into the no-man's land between the trenches in 
the French countryside. Each time, with rifle and machine gun 
bullets flying around him, he dragged a wounded comrade to 
safety. 

Then, when several leaders of his platoon were killed or 
injured, he took command and "showed great initiative under 
fire" until he, too, was wounded, felled by a machine gun 
bullet that pierced his steel helmet and gashed his head. 

For his extraordinary heroism during those three days, 
Shemin was awarded the Distinguished Service Cross, the 
second-highest military decoration that can be given to a U.S. 
soldier. 

But Shemin, and others who served with him, always felt 
his religious faith had prevented him from receiving what he 
truly deserved - the Medal of Honor, the nation's highest 
military award, his daughter said. 

"He never dwelled on it, but it was very much there,'' 
Shemin-Roth said. "He was very happy with the Distinguished 

Service Cross, but he knew what he did and he knew there was 
a lot of anti-Semitism in that era, especially towards him. He 
just let it go." 

Shemin died in 1973. 
The bill, introduced last year by Rep. Blaine 

Luetkemeyer, R-St. Elizabeth, applies to any Jewish recipient 
of the Distinguished Service Cross or Navy Cross during 
World War I. 

"It is important that Jewish Americans like Sergeant 
Shemin have the opportunity to be recognized for their acts of 
bravery in defense of our nation," Luetkemeyer said, "which is 
why I am very pleased that this legislation is one step closer to 
becoming law. I also want to recognize the families of our 
Jewish American World War I veterans who have worked to 
preserve the memories of their loved ones over the years." 

Shemin-Roth said she took up her father's case shortly 
after learning that in 2001, Congress passed a similar measure 
aimed at Jewish veterans who served during World War II and 
the years that followed. The Leonard Kravitz Jewish War 
Veterans Act (named for the uncle and namesake of rock 
musician Lenny Kravitz) mandated that all cases in which 
Jewish veterans were awarded the Distinguished Service 
Cross, Navy Cross or Air Force Cross be reviewed to 
determine whether the Medal of Honor should have been 
given. 

An estimated half-million Jews served in World War II. 
Of the 464 Medal of Honor winners from that conflict, only 
three were Jews, according to the National Museum of 
American Jewish Military History in Washington. Ninety-
three received the Distinguished Service Cross and 38 
received the Navy Cross, according to the museum's website. 

After passage of the 2001 act, 138 names were submitted 
to the Pentagon. Of those, one, Tibor Lubin, was awarded the 
Medal of Honor. Ironically, Leonard Kravitz was not. 

No figures are available for the number of Jews who 
served in World War I. Jews received three of the 118 Medals 
of Honor awarded. The museum identifies 195 World War I 
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Jewish veterans who received the Distinguished Service Cross 
and 15 who received the Navy Cross. 

Burtnick, who served in the Adjutant General Corps, was 
asked by the Jewish War Veterans of the USA to review 
Shemin's case. Once the bill is signed into law, he expects to 
review all the Jewish Distinguished Service Cross and Navy 
Cross recipients whose files may be available. But he noted 
that the last World War I veteran died earlier this year and 
many of their children have passed on as well. 

"It's only the grandchildren who are probably alive and 
how much documentation do they have anymore?" he said. 

As of right now, Shemin is the only veteran whose case 
will be presented for review, mostly because of the vast 
amount of documentation Shemin-Roth compiled, Burtnick 
said. 

"Realistically, her father could end up being the only 
one," he said. 
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51. Two Somali Pirates' Sentencings In Norfolk Postponed 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 17 DEC 11) ... Tim McGlone 

The sentencings of two Somali pirates set for Friday in 
federal court were postponed and will be rescheduled. 

Said Abdi Fooley and Abdi Jama Aqid are the last of 11 
to plead guilty in the hijacking of the yacht Quest, which left 
four Americans dead. 

A group of pirates hijacked the 58-foot vessel in the 
Arabian Sea, about 840 miles from Somalia, on Feb. 18. 

The hijacking turned deadly four days later when the U.S. 
Navy approached and tried to negotiate the release of the 

hostages. The Somalis refused, and several of them shot and 
killed the Americans: yacht owners Scott Underwood Adam 
and Jean Savage Adam of Los Angeles and their friends and 
crew Phyllis Patricia Macay and Robert Campbell Riggle of 
Seattle. 

The three pirates accused of being the shooters are 
scheduled to stand trial in the spring. Those already sentenced 
have received life prison terms. 
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52. Video Program Helps Military Families Stay In Touch 
(BOSTON GLOBE 18 DEC 11) ... Dan Adams 

HANSCOM AIR FORCE BASE -- Alison Murray's voice 
swells with obvious pride when she describes her son."He's a 
beacon of hope for me." 

Her son, Phillip Kiy, turned 21 last week. But unlike most 
21-year-olds, Kiy didn't celebrate his landmark birthday at a 
bar. Instead, he spent it with his Army artillery unit in 
Afghanistan. 

Murray wasn't about to let the occasion slip by unnoticed, 
however. With the help of Operation Best Wishes, a program 
started by a military credit union employee that lets military 
families send video messages to loved ones stationed overseas, 
Murray threw her son a virtual birthday party. 

She baked four cupcakes, carefully packed up a picture of 
her son in uniform, and marshaled her two teenage daughters 
into the car before heading to Hanscom Air Force Base. There, 
in front of a green screen, the family sang happy birthday to 
the camera and, laughing, fed Kiy's picture a cupcake. 

"We have a whole skit," said Murray, whose family has a 
military tradition that stretches back to World War I. "We're 
kind of silly." 

Walter Laskos started Operation Best Wishes in 2004, 
when he was an employee of a credit union that worked with 
military families in California. For the opening of a new 
webcast video studio, he decided to invite families to use the 
facility to send a video message to their deployed family 
members. 

"It went over big," Laskos said. 
It was the right idea at the right time. In 2004, thousands 

of troops had been deployed to the wars in Afghanistan and 
Iraq, leaving their families separated over the holidays. It was 
also before videotelephony services like Skype came into 
widespread use. 

Soon, Laskos was taking his webcast setup on the road to 
other credit unions on military bases, sometimes as many as 

13 in a year. At each base, he was greeted by a full list of 
waiting families. 

Laskos donates his time and expertise, while the host 
military credit union splits the cost of his travel with the 
Defense Credit Union Council. 

This is the first year Laskos brought his studio to the 
Hanscom Federal Credit Union at Hanscom Air Force Base. 
The base houses families from several branches of the 
military, and has about 80 men and women deployed abroad. 

Those troops will be able to access and replay the 
messages from their families online by entering a password in 
the Operation Best Wishes website. Unlike Skype, the videos 
can be replayed over and over at the convenience of the 
military personnel. 

Air Force Chief Master Sergeant Kevin Call, command 
chief of Hanscom's Electronic Systems Center and a highly 
decorated airman who served in the Persian Gulf War, helped 
oversee the event. He remembers the pre-Internet era of 
military service well. 

"In the Gulf War, it was either writing letters or waiting in 
line for 15 minutes to make a short phone call." 

Now, Call says, there's actually a danger of talking to 
family too often, which can heighten the sense of separation. 
While serving in Operation Iraqi Freedom, he limited his calls 
and Skype sessions. 

"It's great to be able to touch base whenever you want, but 
I didn't want to do it too often. It's tough to be deployed. You 
run out of things to talk about. We'd talk maybe twice a week 
so we could collect things to talk about." 

For some, though, there's no such thing as too much 
contact. That's the case for Tiffany Hagler, whose husband, 
Army Sergeant Sheridan Hagler, is deployed in Afghanistan 
until next summer. 

"I'm so grateful for the technology there is today 
compared to 40 or 50 years ago," Hagler said. 
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"I'm not waiting on that letter; I'm able to talk to him once 
a day." 

Hagler said her husband was overjoyed when he saw her 
webcast, which featured their daughters Madison and Kaylie 
singing Christmas songs. 

"He loved it. He said, ‘I'm so happy you did this; it put me 
in the best mood ever. It's a little piece of home I get to see 
over and over again.' " 

While some deployed members of the military are on 
established bases and have regular access to the Internet, 
others are in remote areas that have little or tenuous 
connectivity. That often means resorting to less personal ways 
of keeping in touch. 

But Laskos said that even for those who can easily keep 
in touch online, his program offers something more tangible 
and helps bridge tricky time zone differences. 

"You can create a message that is there when the service 
member has liberty, and he can watch it then as many times as 
he wants. It doesn't get worn out and it doesn't get torn. They 
don't have to wait in line, they don't have to stay up at 
different times of the day. It gives flexibility." 

Laskos, who has recorded hundreds of messages since 
2004, still remembers a few favorites. 

"One of them that stands out was at Camp Pendleton," a 
Marine facility in Southern California, he said. 

"This lady came in with a baby stroller, and in the stroller 
were two chihuahuas with little lacy outfits. When you think 
of a Marine, you're thinking of someone who could bite steel. 
But these were his two little girls." 

Appropriateness is rarely an issue, but sometimes Laskos 
has to step in. 

"We've had an occasional one where we have to remind 
the spouse that this is a G-rated program." 

Mostly, however, Laskos simply feels honored to be with 
the families. 

"You are in a very privileged place to share that kind of 
sacred time with them." 

Laskos said he was recently contacted by the Walter Reed 
National Military Medical Center, which expressed interest in 
using his technology to help wounded service members keep 
in contact with members of their still-deployed units. 

"Here are guys that are injured, they get plucked from 
battlefield, and wake up stateside. But they still have buddies 
back in Iraq. Sending a message back to their unit, it helps 
them heal, it's part of therapy. . . Those units, they're like a 
brotherhood. They're covering each others' butts, they trust 
one another with their lives. When one gets injured, it's like 
your brother or sister getting hurt." 

Two of Laskos' last takers for the day were Krista 
Madden and her 18-month-old son Trey. 

Madden's husband, Timothy, is on his sixth deployment 
as a detective in the Air Force's Office of Special 
Investigations. He won't return from Kunsan Air Base in 
South Korea until September. 

Madden showed her husband how tall Trey had grown, 
and shared the results of his recent doctor's checkup: all clear. 

Madden said Trey was cooperative for most of the 
filming, but balked when she pointed at the camera and asked 
him to say goodbye. 

"He knew the cameraman wasn't Daddy." 
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53. Logo Unveiled For New Submarine Named For Minnesota 
(KARE NBC MINNEAPOLIS 16 DEC 11) ... Boyd Huppert 

ROSEVILLE, Minn. - Seventeen-year-old Jakob Bartels 
was already feeling good about his drawing hobby. After all, 
earlier this year he won first place in a logo contest sponsored 
by a local restaurant. 

Getting his design on a beer stein was one thing. But a 
nuclear powered submarine is something else altogether. 

On Friday, another of Bartels' designs was unveiled as the 
crest for the USS Minnesota, a Navy submarine now being 
built at a shipyard in Virginia and scheduled for 
commissioning in late 2013. 

Bartels design was chosen from more than 100 submitted 
by Minnesota's students. "One of the most advanced ships in 
the Navy and probably in the world, it's exciting to have a 
small part of that," said Bartels. 

Bartel's design incorporates a seafaring Viking, the North 
Star, a blue background to represent Minnesota's lakes, a band 
of maroon to represent the University of Minnesota and a 
Latin inscription that translates to "From the North, Power." 

Also featured on the crest is a walleye mean enough to 
scare a Mille Lacs fisherman right out of his boat. 

"I think everybody that looks at the crest, it looks 
aggressive," said Navy Commander John Fancher, who will 
become the Minnesota's first Captain. 

Bartels actually submitted eight crest designs. All the 
others incorporated loons, as did many of the submissions 
from other artists. Turns out that wasn't the best choice, 
especially since the ship's crew did the judging. "Because they 
didn't want to be known as the 'Loony Boat," smiled Bartels. 

For his efforts Bartels was awarded a $1,500 scholarship 
and a free trip to the Minnesota's commissioning. 

The USS Minnesota will be the third navy vessel named 
for the state, and the first since 1907. 

View Logo (JPG) 
View Clip (RT: 2:11) 
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54. CBS-Showtime Pays Tribute To Navy/Army Football With 'A Game Of Honor' 
Documentary tackles West Point, Annapolis and Army-Navy football game 
(BALTIMORE SUN 16 DEC 11) ... David Zurawik 

Duty, service and honor are big words. They are also ones 
that are often abused these days by Washington politicians 

who thank each other for their "service" even as they sink 
deeper into partisan gridlock. 
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"Game of Honor," a documentary about West Point and 
Annapolis and the Army-Navy football game played Dec. 10 
in Landover, reminds viewers of the higher meanings of those 
words. The two-hour film premieres at 10 p.m. Wednesday on 
Showtime. 

Producers Pete Radovich and Steve Karasik say they 
didn't set out with any such lofty goal in mind for their 
Showtime-CBS Sports co-production, which was shot during 
the past eight months in the barracks and on the playing fields 
at the U.S. military and naval academies. They say their 
primary objective was simply to "honor" the players and their 
classmates by chronicling their lives. 

"A lot of them could play Division I football at a lot of 
different schools across the country and have typical college-
kid fun and go to parties, et cetera," Karasik says. "But they 
chose a different path that involved a commitment to their 
country by going to West Point or Annapolis and then making 
a five-year military commitment once they graduate to be 
officers in the Army or the Navy." 

In skillfully telling the stories of some of the people who 
walk and have walked the historic campuses on the Hudson 
and Severn rivers, the veteran sports producers not only take 
viewers deeper inside these two institutions than any TV 
documentary has ever done, they also put last week's game 
into a context well beyond winning and losing. 

And I say that based on seeing only online versions of 
some of the major story lines in the documentary, not the final 
two-hour film that will debut Wednesday night. 

One such narrative involves a graduate of the Naval 
Academy rather than plebe athletes. It's the story of Clayton 
Kendrick-Holmes, a former Annapolis footballer now in the 
Navy Reserves. He's also a father of two young boys and 
coach of the State University of New York Maritime College 
football team. 

Maritime's team plays in Division III, the realm of small 
colleges and tiny universities, and when he arrived at the 
school there was no team. There was not even a field with goal 
posts. The program had been disbanded. 

As one faculty colleague says in the film, "They handed 
him a phone, and said, 'Here you go. You're now the football 
coach.'" 

And before long, thanks to the values he learned playing 
football at the Naval Academy from 1988 to 1992, the former 
linebacker constructed a team that had a 10-0 record last year. 
Radovich and Karasik tell the story of him and his family as 
his team tries to go undefeated and he prepares to leave for 
deployment to Afghanistan. 

From teaching his grade-school age son how to tie his 
own tie in a half-Windsor knot for school, to long talks with 
his wife, Johanna, as to how their pain at his leaving connects 
with the word "duty" that they both embrace, the story of the 
Kendrick-Holmes family alone would make "A Game of 
Honor" a standout prime-time production. 

"They are symbolic of countless families across the 
country with parents doing double duty," Radovich says. "One 
is overseas, the other one is home tending to the family and 
children. So they become sort of our face of the military 

family. With Clayton's connection to Navy football, it was an 
obvious choice for us." 

Radovich says the part of their story that has not yet been 
shown online but will be featured in the documentary picks up 
with Kendrick-Holmes in Afghanistan. 

"What viewers will see is Clayton overseas, and Johanna 
with the two boys trying to play the role of dad and mom 
while dad's away," he says. "The characters are great. The 
family's great." 

There are other strong story lines. One of the most 
eloquent involves Alex Teich, fullback and captain of the 
Navy team. Teich, one of the midshipmen who looks big and 
strong enough to have a career in the NFL after his military 
service ends, was suspended for a game during the season 
after questioning a controversial call by a referee. His words 
came after a bitter defeat. 

The documentary explores the pain felt by everyone 
involved in the suspension — from Teich to Navy's coach, 
Ken Niumatalolo, to Chet Gladchuk, the school's athletic 
director. 

Teich probably would not have been suspended at any 
school except one of the service academies, but all parties 
understand that the lesson he is expected to learn from it will 
make him a better leader who is more in control of his 
emotions at times of disappointment and distress. 

Those who watched the Army-Navy game on CBS will 
recall the post-game image of Niumatalolo and Teich 
embracing after Navy's victory over its arch rival. It was one 
of the most powerful moments in a day of fine coverage from 
CBS. 

When Niumatalolo was asked by a sideline reporter about 
the embrace and the words he shared with Teich, the coach 
referenced the suspension and how proud he was of Navy's 
captain and the leadership he offered in the team's biggest 
victory of the year. 

Not as resonant, but still engaging, are story lines 
involving new midshipman Maika Polamalu, cousin of the 
Pittsburgh Steelers star Troy Polamalu, and rookie Army 
running back Terry Baggett. 

In the end, documentaries are only as good as the access 
filmmakers get. 

Radovich and Karasik declined to discuss "final approval" 
of what's in or out of the film, but they say they had "fly-on-
the-wall" access to the lives of the cadets and midshipmen. 

"When we came to them, they looked at it as a great 
opportunity to showcase their schools," says Radovich, who 
also serves as co-coordinating producer of Showtime's 
critically acclaimed series "Inside the NFL." 

"As far as limitations, there were none. From a football 
standpoint, we were given access to locker rooms, sidelines, 
practices, meetings rooms. It was all in." 

The difference, he said, was in access to the athletes' 
"lives away from the football field." 

"Frankly, we were surprised at times how far in they let 
us go," Radovich said. "Some of the moments when we're out 
in the field when they're doing their military training, it feels 
like this isn't even a documentary. At times, I watch it and 
think, 'This feels almost like feature film.'" 
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55. U.S. Navy Week In Review Dec. 10-16, 2011 
(YOUTUBE 16 DEC 11) ... U.S. Navy 

Welcome to this week's U.S. Navy multimedia production 
featuring selected images from around the fleet received 
during the week of Dec. 10 – Dec. 16, 2011. 

The images represent the work of the many naval 
photographers deployed worldwide and submitted to Navy 
Visual News Service. For access to more than 100,000 high 

resolution photos visit: 
    http://www.navy.mil/view_photos_top.asp  and 
http://www.flickr.com/photos/usnavy/     

View U.S. Navy YouTube Channel 
View Clip (RT: 0:27) 
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OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
56. China Base A Threat To India Navy? 
News that China is considering a Seychelles offer of a base for its ships means a new strategic headache for 
India’s military planners. 
(THE DIPLOMAT 16 DEC 11) ... Brig. Mandip Singhin 

There’s been much talk in the media of an apparent offer 
by the Seychelles of a base for Chinese ships deployed to the 
Gulf of Aden and the West Indian Ocean, to help combat 
piracy. While it’s not yet clear if the offer has been accepted, 
Chinese media reports suggest that Beijing is actively 
considering it as a “resupply” base. 

China’s Foreign Ministry was quick to state that Beijing 
isn’t contemplating a military base in for the Seychelles, 
adding that it wouldn’t “violate” its traditional policy of “not 
stationing troops abroad.” Still, China's quest for a foothold in 
the Indian Ocean isn’t a recent development – and it’s one that 
India needs to watch carefully. 

China began pursuing its so-called “String of Pearls” 
strategy in the Indian Ocean in 2001 via the commercial route, 
constructing the Gwadar port. Subsequently, China won 
contracts to construct ports at Hambantota on the southern tip 
of Sri Lanka, Chittagong in Bangladesh and Kyaukpyu on the 
east coast of Burma in the Arabian Sea. 

The Seychelles is a small island country in the Indian 
Ocean comprising a group of 115 small islands covering an 
area about 450 kilometers square. The country has a 
population of just 87,000, but has a huge Exclusive Economic 
Zone (EEZ) of 1.4 million square kilometers. The country’s 
strategic importance can be traced back to the Napoleonic era, 
when Britain gained control over the island. Much more 
recently, the U.S. originally intended to develop a base on the 
Seychelles’ Aldabra Island, but intense pressure from 
conservationists prevailed, and the United States instead went 
with Diego Garcia. 

China, though, despite having diplomatic relations with 
the Seychelles dating back to 1976, showed little interest in 
the country until President Hu Jintao visited in 2007. During 
Hu’s trip, no less than five bilateral agreements were signed 
on economic and technical cooperation, education and 

investment promotion. Hu’s visit for the first time clearly 
signaled China’s strategic interests in the region. 

Last week, Chinese Defense Minister Gen. Liang 
Guanglie led a 40-member military delegation to the 
Seychelles – a big enough group to suggest that Beijing is 
keen to shore up plans for an active presence for the People’s 
Liberation Army in the near future. As part of developing 
military ties, China gifted the Seychelles People's Defense 
Forcestwo Y-12 aircraft for surveillance and anti-piracy 
duties. China is also reportedly training 50 SPDF soldiers in 
China as part of a military cooperation agreement signed in 
2004. 

All of this will be of particular interest to India. India has 
actively supported the Seychelles by helping train the SPDF, 
and has provided a Dornier aircraft, two Chetek helicopters 
(1981 vintage) and a fast attack craft. Indian ships regularly 
visit Victoria, and have been active in combating piracy in the 
waters around the Seychelles. The Indian foreign and defense 
ministers, meanwhile, visited the Seychelles in 2010, 
underlining the importance New Delhi places on having 
friendly relations with the country. 

With this in mind, it’s clear that the Chinese naval 
presence in this part of the Indian Ocean is not in India's 
interest. But what’s China’s interest in establishing a base in 
the Seychelles? 

For a start, it satisfies China’s hunger for a firm foothold 
in the Indian Ocean. The Seychelles provides the PLA Navy 
an ideal platform from which to counter any threat to its sea 
lines of communication from Africa by the U.S. Navy 
operating out of Diego Garcia in the Indian Ocean region. In 
addition, to assist with the resupply, rest and refit of PLAN 
ships undertaking anti-piracy duties in the region, China 
requires a large logistics depot, which can be supplied by air 
and merchant/naval ships. The Seychelles base could therefore 
eventually be developed into a permanent naval base. 
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57. Congress Ahead Of Curve On Early-Out Options 
(NAVY TIMES 26 DEC 11) ... Editorial 

In an all-too-rare display of prudent planning, Congress 
jumped in front of potential military personnel cuts, approving 
a set of measures that will help the services reshape the force 
with-out breaking faith with the troops. 

Lawmakers reauthorized three programs used in the post-
Cold War drawdown of the 1990s, and extended a fourth that 
was set to expire. These measures are now allowable, at the 
discretion of Pentagon leaders, through 2018: 
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 Early retirement. A reduced retirement benefit for 
troops leaving after at least 15 years of service but 
short of the 20 typically required. 

 Two types of voluntary buyouts. 

 Separations up to a year early for enlisted members. 

It is unclear at this stage whether the services will use 
these tools and, if so, who may be eligible. It's also unclear 
whether the services will heed the lessons learned from 
mistakes made in the 1990s, when the force was cut by one-
third — a cut that, in percentage terms, was as much as three 
times what the services may now be facing. 

The Army opened up early separation incentives too 
broadly in the '90s, only to have to boost recruiting in the 
midst of a drawdown to make up for the shortfall. The Air 
Force forced some officers to return to the enlisted ranks to 
finish their careers. The Navy and Marine Corps shrank their 
promotion zones, severely limiting the number of people who 
were considered for advancement. 

The newly approved incentives are generous. One of the 
buyout programs, Voluntary Separation Pay, can total up to 
four times the current rate of involuntary separation pay. For 
an E-7 with 10 years of service, for example, that would yield 
a payment of $170,624. 

The other buyout program, aimed at retirement-eligible 
officers with 20 to 29 years of service, would offer up to a 

year of basic pay for those who agree to leave immediately. 
For an O-6 with 22 years of service, that would be worth 
$113,587. 

Early retirement for members with 15 to 20 years of 
service would offer the same type of annuity as regular 
retirement, at a reduced level. 

Instead of the traditional benchmark of 50 percent of 
basic pay for 20 years, someone with 15 years of service 
would receive about 35.6 percent of basic pay, adjusted each 
year for inflation for the rest of their lives — along with all the 
other standard lifetime benefits such as military health care, 
commissary and exchange privileges, and more. 

These incentives should be generous because they're 
supposed to entice people to want to quit. But that means they 
must also be offered sparingly, lest too many people leave — 
especially in critically needed skills — gutting the force rather 
than helping it slim down. 

Doing that will take time, planning and great care. Service 
leaders must avoid across-the-board cuts that rack up big 
numbers fast but leave a mess for someone else to clean up 
afterward. History shows it can take years to recover from 
such a misguided campaign. 

Some leaders may balk at wanting to use these tools, but 
they should not. Carefully targeted early-out incentives are the 
best and fairest way to scale down the force while keeping 
faith with those who volunteer to serve our country. 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Panetta Issues Message to Troops Following Overseas Trip 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 19 DEC 11) 

WASHINGTON– Returning from a trip that included stops in Afghanistan, Iraq, Djibouti, Lybia and Turkey, Defense Secretary 
Leon E. Panetta today issued a message in which he praised the contribution of U.S. troops and thanked them for their service. 

 
2. Navy Takes Delivery Of San Diego From Ingalls 
(WLOX 13 ABC 19 DEC 11) ... Doug Walker 

PASCAGOULA, Miss. - With the stroke of a pen and a famous chant of "Hoo-Rah," the U.S. Navy now owns the San Diego. 
Sailors and shipbuilders were beaming with satisfaction as the ceremony took place.  

 
3. General Calls For Changing Focus To Training,, Pacific 
(STARS AND STRIPES 19 DEC 11) ... Jennifer H. Svan 

RAMSTEIN AIR BASE, Germany — A day after the last U.S. troops left Iraq, the chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff said the 
U.S. military must redirect its focus of the last 10 years from preparing for continuous deployments to training, with an eye toward the 
growing strategic importance of the Pacific region. 

 

CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
4. Hope Hodge Reporter Notebook – USS Iwo Jima – Day 1 
(JACKSONVILLE (NC) DAILY NEWS 19 DEC 11) ... Hope Hodge 

After three weeks of training exercises that took the U.S.S. Iwo Jima and the two other ships attached to the 24th Marine 
Expeditionary Unit down the east coast to Florida, the ship is now sailing somewhere off the shores of North Carolina. When I try to 
find out just exactly where from a Marine, I’m rebuffed; even on a training mission, operational security is paramount. 

 
5. USS New Orleans Sailors, Marines Visit Starfish Learning Center In Cambodia 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 19 DEC 11) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Gabriel Owens, USS New Orleans Public Affairs 

SIHANOUKVILLE, Cambodia -- Sailors from amphibious transport dock ship USS New Orleans (LPD 18), along with Marines 
from the embarked 11th Marine Expeditionary Unit (MEU), visited the Starfish Learning Center in Sihanoukville, Cambodia for a 
community service project, Dec. 19. 

 
6. Marine Corps Acronyms Spell A Wide Range Of Capabilities   
(THE MARINES 19 DEC 11) ... Sgt. Richard Blumenstein, 24th MEU  

USS IWO JIMA (LHD-7)  — Pick up any random military correspondence, publication, or journal entry and it’s sure to resemble 
an alphabet soup of acronyms and tongue-twisters undecipherable to all but a select few civilians. Indeed, even some of the most hard-
charging Marines would be hard-pressed to decode the acronyms they themselves use every day.  

 
7. Advances In Battlefield Medicine 
In wars gone by, amputation was often the only cure 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 18 DEC 11) ... Gretel C. Kovach 

Doctors used to be nicknamed “sawbones,” because amputation was often the only life-saving treatment possible. 
 

8. USNS Mercy Celebrates 25 Years Of Service 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 19 DEC 11) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Kristopher Regan, Navy Region Southwest Public 
Affairs 

SAN DIEGO  -- Crew members and visitors gathered on the mess decks of USNS Mercy (T-AH 19) Dec. 19 to celebrate its 25 
years of service as a hospital ship. 
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GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
9. No Change In Readiness After Kim’s Death 
(THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 19 DEC 11) ... Matthew Lee and Matthew Pennington 

WASHINGTON — The Obama administration on Monday called for a peaceful and stable leadership transition in North Korea, 
after the death of the reclusive nation’s leader Kim Jong Il. 

 
10. Dictator's Death Stokes Fears 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 20 DEC 11) ... Evan Ramstad and Jay Solomon 

U.S. officials aggressively lobbied China, Russia and Japan and suspended a food-aid plan for North Korea following the death of 
the country's leader, aiming to gain a diplomatic foothold as control over the authoritarian, nuclear-armed country appeared to pass to 
Kim Jong Il's untested young son. 

 
11. Royal Navy Submarines To Be Adapted For Women  
(THE MIRROR (UK) 19 DEC 2011) ... David Hughes 

Adapting Royal Navy submarines to allow women to serve on them will cost £3 million, MPs were told. 
 

12. Navy Must Strengthen Itself To Ensure Regional Peace: Patil 
(CNN-IBN LIVE 20 DEC 11) 

MUMBAI -- President Pratibha Patil on Monday urged the Navy to strengthen itself and ensure regional peace as it is essential 
for India's increasing power and expanding interests.  

 
13. Jamaran Destroyer Returns Home After First Intl. Mission Completed 
(TEHRAN TIMES 18 DEC 11) 

BANDAR ABBAS (Iran) – The Jamaran destroyer returned home on Sunday after the completion of its 70-day mission to 
international waters and moored in the port city of Bandar Abbas, in the southern province of Hormozgan.   

 
14. F-35 Wins Japan Fighter Competition 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 20 DEC 11) 

TOKYO - Japan on Dec. 20 chose the U.S.-built F-35 Joint Strike Fighter stealth jet for its next-generation mainstay fighter, as 
North Korea provided a timely reminder of the region's potential for instability. 

 
15. U.S. Special Forces Now In Central African Republic 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 19 DEC 11) 

BANGUI, Central African Republic - U.S. Special Forces troops have set up a base in the Central African Republic as part of 
their regional hunt for fighters from the Ugandan-born Lord's Resistance Army (LRA) group, military sources said. 

 

PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
16. NPC Provides O-3 Fitness Report Guidance  
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 19 DEC 11) ... Navy Personnel Command Public Affairs 

MILLINGTON, Tenn. -- Navy Personnel Command officials remind the fleet of interim changes to the Navy Performance 
Evaluation and Counseling System instruction as commands prepare annual fitness reports (FITREPs) for more than 18,000 
lieutenants due next month. 

 
17. Disclosing Trouble With The Law 
(NAVY TIMES 26 DEC 11) ... William H. McMichael 

All Navy personnel who are arrested, detained or charged with a crime by civilians must now immediately tell their commanding 
officer. Chief of Naval Operations Adm. Jon Greenert mandated the new rule in a Dec. 8 message. 

 
18. Sailors, Families Petition White House On Cuts 
(NAVY TIMES 19 DEC 11) ... Sam Fellman  

Sailors and their families are petitioning the White House to review the Navy’s enlisted retention boards following news that 
2,947 sailors will be sent home next year. The ERBs chose those sailors, E-4 through E-8, from 31 overmanned ratings. 

 
19. Services Announce November Recruiting Numbers 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 19 DEC 11) 

WASHINGTON – All four active-duty services and four of the six reserve components met or exceeded their recruiting goals in 
November, the second month of fiscal 2012, Pentagon officials announced today. 



 3

 

FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE//PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
20. Interview With Mike Petters, President, CEO Of HII 
(DEFENSE NEWS 18 DEC 11) ... Christopher P. Cavas 

Mike Petters is the president and chief executive officer of Huntington Ingalls Industries (HII), the company formed in March 
from the former shipyards of Northrop Grumman. 

 
21. Naval Air Warfare Center Contract To Train Iraqi Engineers 
(DAILY COMET (LA) 18 DEC 11) ... Cara Bayles 

An international software engineering company has won a contract to train Iraqi naval engineers in Morgan City. The engineers 
will operate Iraqi navy vessels built locally by Gulf Island Fabrication and Swiftships Shipbuilders. VSD, an international software 
engineering company, was recently awarded the $6.8 million contract from the Naval Air Warfare Center to train the engineers. 

 
22. Just A Few (Really Big) Ships Passing In The Night 
(KITSAP (WA) SUN 19 DEC 11) ... Ed Freidrich 

BREMERTON — Aircraft carriers could be playing musical chairs in a couple of months at Puget Sound Naval Shipyard. 
 

BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
23. Portland Author: How Undersized U.S. Navy Won The War Of 1812  
(MAINE PUBLIC BROADCASTING NETWORK 18 DEC 11) ... Irwin Gratz  

Because of Bath Iron Works and the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard, Maine has a direct interest in the ongoing debate over the size 
and role of the U.S. Navy. Portland author George Daughan told MPBN's Irwin Gratz that the debate can trace its history all the way 
back to the first days of the republic. 

 
24. San Diego Sailors, Project Handclasp Work To Get Donations To Haiti 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 19 DEC 11) ... Candice Villarreal, Naval Supply Systems Command Fleet Logistics Center San Diego Public 
Affairs 

CORONADO, Calif.  -- Naval Supply Systems Command (NAVSUP) Fleet Logistics Center (FLC) San Diego teamed up with 
Project Handclasp in Coronado, Calif., to stage pallets of donated food and supplies for transport to Haiti Dec. 15. 

 
25. Navy’s Classroom 
School Principal Visits Famous Aircraft Carrier And Three AHS Grads 
(ASHLAND DAILY TIDINGS 19 DEC 11) ... Sam Wheeler 

Michelle "Rogue" Zundel's C-2 Greyhound touched down on the landing deck of the USS Abraham Lincoln about 100 miles off 
the Southern California coast Tuesday morning. 

 
26. Lakehurst Navy Officers Help to Provide a Very Happy Holiday 
Joint Base McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst continues annual holiday charity program for 36th year 
(MANCHESTER PATCH 19 DEC 11) ... Nick Malfitano 

Naval personnel from the Joint Base McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst recently came together to support their annual Holiday gift giving 
program, “The Navy Lakehurst Giving Tree”, for its 36th consecutive year. 

 
27. Military Divers To Help Clear Undersea Tires In Fort Lauderdale 
(SUN SENTINEL (FL) 19 DEC 11) ... David Fleshler 

Having cleared harbors and assessed dam safety in Iraq, a team of military divers is likely to come to Fort Lauderdale to work on 
an environmental mess inflicted on South Florida in the 1970s. 

 
28. South Kitsap Students To Measure What's Blowing In The Wind  
(KITSAP (WA) SUN 19 DEC 11) ... Angela Dice 

PORT ORCHARD (WASH) — South Kitsap High School students will soon get a chance to see whether wind turbines are a 
feasible source of alternative energy in Kitsap County. 

 

NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
29. American General Returns Military Flag From Iraq To U.S. 
(CNN.COM 20 DEC 11) ... CNN Wire Staff 

The American general who oversaw the withdrawal of tens of thousands of troops from Iraq returns to the United States on 
Tuesday, carrying the military flag that flew over the Iraqi capital. 
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30. White House Expected To Name Frank Kendall As Top Pentagon Weapons Buyer 
(THE HILL 19 DEC 11) ... John T. Bennett  

The Obama administration soon will likely ask the Senate to remove the acting tag from Frank Kendall’s title and make him the 
Pentagon’s top weapons buyer, defense sources say. 

 
31. For USS Monitor Conservators, The Work Gets Personal 
(NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC 19 DEC 11) ... Willie Drye  

In the stormy early morning hours of New Year’s Eve 1862, the USS Monitor slipped beneath huge waves off Cape Hatteras, 
North Carolina. The ironclad ship that changed naval warfare during the American Civil War capsized as it descended into the 
infamous “Graveyard of the Atlantic,” and its famous gun turret separated from the hull of the ship. 

 
32. Congress OKs $10M For Gulf War Illness Research 
(USA TODAY 19 DEC 11) ... Kelly Kennedy  

WASHINGTON — Congress has approved dedicating $10 million to research the mysterious Gulf War illness. The move ends 
concerns from veterans’ groups that the money would disappear because of budget problems. 

 
33. Bill Would Ease Screening Of Troops 
Aim is to 'make their lives a little easier' at airports 
(USA TODAY 20 DEC 11) ... Bart Jansen, USA Today 

Military personnel and possibly even their relatives will get a faster route through airport security under legislation Congress is 
expected to approve decisively this week and send to President Obama. 

 
34. Congress Directs Defense To Use Commercial Data Centers 
(NEXTGOV.COM 19 DEC 11) ... Bob Brewin 

Congress has thrown a roadblock into the Defense Department's plans to consolidate many of its data centers into facilities 
operated by the Defense Information Systems Agency or the military services. 

 

OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
35. Aircraft Carrier Fleet Is In Danger 
(RICHMOND TIMES-DISPATCH 18 DEC 11) ... Rob Wittman 

That's just one of the words used to describe the effects of the additional $600 billion in cuts set to strike our nation's military, 
resulting from the abject failure of the 12-member supercommittee charged with shaping cuts in the federal budget as directed by the 
Budget Control Act. 

 
36. A Two-Ocean Navy No More? 
With U.S. naval leaders more choosy amid fiscal austerity, a two-ocean strategy may be a luxury the U.S. can 
no longer afford. What does it mean for the Pacific? 
(THE DIPLOMAT 19 DEC 11) ... James R. Holmes 

A couple of weeks back, my first ship (briefly, from long, long ago), the aircraft carrier USS Carl Vinson – last seen hosting an 
NCAA basketball game on its flight deck in honor of Veterans’ Day, with the First Family in attendance – deployed overseas for 
seven months. It did so only five months after returning from its last seven-month cruise. Navy officials depicted the quick turnaround 
as part of the service’s “Fleet Response Plan” scheme designed to place more of the fleet at regional commanders’ disposal. Around a 
third of the U.S. Navy is fully combat-ready at any given time. The plan’s goal is to boost that to two-thirds. 

 

BBLLOOGGSS::  
37. EXCERPTS FROM BLOGS AROUND THE WORLD  
(PUBLISHED 16-19 DEC 11) 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Panetta Issues Message to Troops Following Overseas Trip 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 19 DEC 11) 

WASHINGTON– Returning from a trip that included 
stops in Afghanistan, Iraq, Djibouti, Lybia and Turkey, 
Defense Secretary Leon E. Panetta today issued a message in 
which he praised the contribution of U.S. troops and thanked 
them for their service. 

Here is the secretary's message: 
I’ve just returned from an extraordinary week-long trip 

that took me to Djibouti, Afghanistan, Iraq, Turkey and Libya.  
This trip gave me the opportunity to personally meet and 
thank more than 1,000 troops serving in harm’s way for their 
hard work and sacrifices, and to wish them all of the best for a 
Happy Holidays, including a Merry Christmas and a Happy 
New Year.  

I wish I could have had the opportunity during my first 
Holiday Season as Secretary of Defense to personally meet 
and thank each and every one of you who serves in this 
Department for everything you do to keep our country strong 
and safe.  With this message, I want to extend my very best for 
a warm, joyous, and safe Holidays to you and your families on 
behalf of a grateful nation. 

As this year draws to a close, it is an opportunity to reflect 
on the significant progress we have made over the last twelve 
months in our mission to protect America and her interests – 
from the mountains of Afghanistan to the shores of Tripoli.  
During my recent trip, I had the chance to see first-hand how, 
because of your efforts, this year has been a turning point for 
our nation, and our military, after a decade of war.  All of you 
are truly part of the next greatest generation that has bravely 
served this nation in battle. 

We have dealt heavy blows to al Qaeda and its militant 
allies this year – taking down Bin Laden, Awlaki, and other 
top leaders and significantly degrading their ability to launch 
another attack on our homeland.  At Camp Lemonier in 
Djibouti, I had the opportunity to thank those serving in one of 
the central locations in our fight against violent extremism.  
Living in austere conditions far away from home, our men and 
women serving in Djibouti are helping to ensure that al Qaeda 
and its allies have no place to hide in that part of the world.    

The continued progress of our campaign in Afghanistan is 
also helping to ensure that al Qaeda does not regain a foothold 
in the country where they plotted the 9/11 attacks.  During my 
visit to Afghanistan, I had the honor of visiting with the 
soldiers of Task Force Blackhawk at FOB Sharana in Paktika 
Province, an area of growing focus for our campaign against 
the Taliban insurgency.  In tough conditions in the dead of 
winter, these men and women are taking the fight to our 
enemies and building up the Afghan National Security Forces.  
In my conversations with these soldiers, the sense of progress 
was palpable.  I came away inspired by their profound 
commitment to this effort – a commitment matched by the 
dedicated leaders of the civil-military effort, General Allen 
and Ambassador Crocker.  

Thanks to their efforts, we are on track and are making 
progress in the transition to Afghan security lead throughout 
the country.  Indeed, with President Karzai’s recent 
announcement of a second tranche of areas to complete 
transition, more than 50 percent of the Afghan population will 
soon live and work under the blanket of Afghan protection.  I 

truly believe that 2011 will be seen as a critical year, having 
brought us closer to the common goal of an Afghanistan that 
can govern and secure itself. 

From Afghanistan I traveled to Iraq, where the dream of 
an independent and sovereign nation has now been realized.  
In Baghdad, I had the profound honor of presiding over the 
End of Mission ceremony, where we cased the colors of the 
U.S. Forces-Iraq flag and brought the war to an honorable and 
responsible end.  In the company of General Dempsey, 
General Mattis, General Allen and Ambassador Jeffrey, the 
ceremony paid tribute to the nearly 4,500 Americans who 
gave their lives so that Iraq could be free, and to the sacrifices 
of the more than 1 million men and women in uniform who 
have deployed to Iraq.  This was a day to honor them, and to 
celebrate the new chapter in the history of Iraq and the United 
States – a chapter that they wrote oftentimes in their own 
blood.  Iraq will be tested in the days ahead, but they now 
have the opportunity to forge ahead on the path to security and 
prosperity.  For our part, the United States will now focus our 
energies on developing a long-term strategic partnership with 
Iraq, one based on mutual respect, friendship and shared 
interests in the region. 

This has been a year of profound change not only in Iraq, 
but in the entire Middle East and North Africa, where the Arab 
awakening has brought with it the promise of democratic 
change and the prospect of turmoil and uncertainty.  From 
Baghdad, I traveled to Ankara to meet with the leaders of 
Turkey, who have been among our most important partners in 
supporting the change sweeping the region.  Turkey is a key 
NATO ally, and I had very productive conversations about a 
wide range of topics, including our efforts to support change 
in Egypt and Libya, to confront the Assad regime in Syria, and 
to better equip the NATO alliance to meet emerging threats. 

The final stop of my trip, Tripoli, gave me an opportunity 
to visit the very heart of the Arab awakening, and to pay 
tribute to the successful efforts of the U.S. Armed Forces, 
working through NATO, to protect and support the Libyan 
people in their efforts to achieve freedom from a tyrannical 
regime.  It was a deeply moving experience to be the first 
Secretary of Defense to visit Libya, and to do so at such an 
important moment of transition and hope for the Libyan 
people.  I offered them the support of the American people in 
their efforts to achieve representative government, and 
conveyed that message directly to the Prime Minister and 
Minister of Defense.  My experience in Tripoli, coupled with 
my visits to Iraq and Afghanistan, left me encouraged that 
after ten years of war, the United States is making gains 
diplomatically and militarily that strengthen the view that the 
best course is to encourage and entrust nations to determine 
how best to govern and secure themselves. 

While in Tripoli, I also had the opportunity to visit the 
cemetery where the remains of American sailors from the 
Intrepid who served in the Barbary Wars more than 200 years 
ago are interred. The final resting place of these heroes 
overlooks the shores of Tripoli – a location far from home that 
has long been emblazoned in our nation’s conscience.  

Looking over the bustling Tripoli harbor, my thoughts 
turned to the profound change that has occurred in the past 
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year, and the essential role that all of YOU played in helping 
bring these changes about.  Thanks to your efforts, and your 
sacrifices, the American people can gather this holiday season 
knowing that the world is a more hopeful and safer place.  

May God bless all of you, and the nation we serve, and 
may all of you and your families have the happiest of Holidays 
and a Happy New Year. 

View Clip RT 0:59 
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2. Navy Takes Delivery Of San Diego From Ingalls 
(WLOX 13 ABC 19 DEC 11) ... Doug Walker 

PASCAGOULA, Miss. - With the stroke of a pen and a 
famous chant of "Hoo-Rah," the U.S. Navy now owns the San 
Diego. Sailors and shipbuilders were beaming with 
satisfaction as the ceremony took place.  

These ships do the heavy lifting for the Navy, transporting 
troops and military gear across the globe.  The job is easier 
when the vessel is new. Commander Jon Haydel will guide the 
ship.  

"It's like moving into a new house. It's got the new car 
smell," Haydel said. "It's wonderful because I was here for 
LPD-17 and all the bugs have been worked out. The ship is 
perfect."   

Seeing hundreds of sailors getting ready to set sail on a 
ship they built leaves shipyard workers filled with pride and 
patriotism. One of them is Glenn Seymour, a general foreman.   

"We can build something in this large a capacity to suit all 
these young men and women for the Navy," Seymour said. "It 
takes a lot of pride and it's a feeling you can't get anywhere 
else. And I've been doing this for a long time and I couldn't 
think of anything else to do for this country."   

All ship deliveries from Ingalls to the Navy are special, 
but this one is extra special. The reason why? It shows a 
comeback, a resurgence from the worst natural disaster to hit 
the United States in history. Doug Lounsberry, the LPD 
program vice-president remembered.   

"Construction on the 22 was when Katrina hit the Gulf 
Coast, about obliterated our shipyard. We lost half of our 
workforce, so it was a struggle coming back from that. But 
this ship here is kind of indicative of what the whole shipyard 
did relative to Katrina," Lounsberry said. 

The only thing relative Monday was a deep sense of 
accomplishment about a job well done.   

The ship will be commissioned in its homeport of San 
Diego, California in the spring of next year.  It's 684 feet long 
and carries a crew of 380.  The vessel can also carry up to 800 
Marines into battle situations.     

After a yearlong testing process, the San Diego will be 
used on patrol in the Pacific. 

View clip RT 2:10 
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3. General Calls For Changing Focus To Training,, Pacific 
(STARS AND STRIPES 19 DEC 11) ... Jennifer H. Svan 

RAMSTEIN AIR BASE, Germany — A day after the last 
U.S. troops left Iraq, the chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff 
said the U.S. military must redirect its focus of the last 10 
years from preparing for continuous deployments to training, 
with an eye toward the growing strategic importance of the 
Pacific region. 

“We have to restore readiness for all potential forms of 
warfare,” Army Gen. Martin Dempsey told a crowd of more 
than 400 U.S. military members and civilians at a town hall 
meeting Monday in Ramstein’s officers’ club. 

“If you’re a major or a staff sergeant or younger, you have 
known nothing in your professional lives except 
deployments,” Dempsey said. “As we now face the evolution 
of becoming an armed force that is still deploying … but also 
now has to go back to understanding how to train and prepare 
for other kinds of conflicts and other environments, we will 
transition from being an Army that lives to deploy to an Army 
that is still deploying but that is also living to train. …” 

“Train to do what?” asked Air Force Col. Douglas 
Hammer, 86th Civil Engineer Group commander. “Do you see 
any major shifts in our country’s military strategy?” 

In the last 10 to 15 years, Dempsey said, there’s been “a 
pretty prominent shift of strategic risk towards the Pacific,” as 
defined by changing demographics and the region’s rising 
economic and military power. 

That doesn’t mean the U.S. military is “going to pick 
everybody out of Europe and put them in Japan” or South 
Korea, he said, but “you will see some shifts.” 

Dempsey didn’t say what those shifts might be, but 
stressed that “as we shift, we’re going to have to think 
through, how do we maintain the foundation of our traditional 
strategic relationships,” with the country’s current partners 
and allies. 

As a global power, “we cannot afford to pick a point on 
the spectrum of conflict and say ‘that’s what we’re going to be 
best at,’ ” he said. “We have to be capable of providing 
options to our leaders to deal with problems across the entire 
spectrum.” 

One area future training may focus on is the ability of the 
U.S. military to operate in areas without fixed bases, unlike 
the so-called “forward operating bases” in Iraq and 
Afghanistan, complete with working fiber optics and satellite 
dishes, for example. 

“We’ve got to rekindle our skills to be mobile, to 
maneuver and to have the ability … to establish architectures 
that don’t always exist,” Dempsey said. 

The U.S. military also will look at how to integrate new 
capabilities into training, such as cyber expertise and special 
forces, the number of which have quadrupled over the last 
decade or so, according to Dempsey. 

Dempsey stopped at Ramstein as part of his first United 
Service Organizations holiday tour since President Barack 
Obama earlier this year chose the Iraq war veteran to be his 
top military adviser. Dempsey last week joined Defense 
Secretary Leon Panetta at a ceremony in Iraq marking the end 
of the U.S. military mission there. 



 7

Several questions from the audience dealt with the 
pending budget cuts. Air Force Master Sgt. Keith Vernon, 
U.S. Air Forces in Europe command fitness superintendent, 
asked Dempsey whether the sacrifices the current generation 
of military members had made during the wars in Iraq and 
Afghanistan would be considered when military planners look 
at where to save money. 

Dempsey said while a panel will likely be commissioned 
to study the issue, he felt confident “that those who are 
currently serving will be grandfathered” and won’t lose any 
current benefits. 

If, however, “the bottom of our economy falls out,” then 
“we’re going to have to all roll up our sleeves and think 
through this again.” 

Return to Index 
 
 

CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
4. Hope Hodge Reporter Notebook – USS Iwo Jima – Day 1 
(JACKSONVILLE (NC) DAILY NEWS 19 DEC 11) ... Hope Hodge 

After three weeks of training exercises that took the 
U.S.S. Iwo Jima and the two other ships attached to the 24th 
Marine Expeditionary Unit down the east coast to Florida, the 
ship is now sailing somewhere off the shores of North 
Carolina. When I try to find out just exactly where from a 
Marine, I’m rebuffed; even on a training mission, operational 
security is paramount. 

I arrive on the flight deck of the Iwo Jima via V-22 
Osprey from Cherry Point, a quick 20-minute ride with 
enough steep banks and climbs to turn the steeliest stomach. 
Having already embarrassed myself trying to find the right 
way into my helmet and flight gear and nearly gotten knocked 
off my feet in the rotor wash, I close my eyes and pray I don’t 
revisit a past meal. 

Like all Navy ships, the Iwo Jima was named with care. 
The ship’s emblem, which is reproduced even in the bright 
blue vinyl chairs of the mess hall, shows the iconic silhouette 
of Marines raising the American flag during the famous 1945 
battle. And during a tour of the ship, I notice a little cantina 
called the Suribachi Café in honor of the hill the flag was 
raised on. 

A piece of advice from a colleague who served in the 
Navy comes back to me: “Wherever you go, watch your 
head.” I’m short enough to make it through to low-hanging 
doorways without a bump so far, but I’m becoming 

preoccupied with watching my feet instead. Every entryway in 
the narrow corridors requires a step up and over of several 
inches, and I just know I’ll hook my boot on one of them and 
go flying. 

Though this is just a training exercise in preparation for a 
deployment of the 24th MEU around March, the ship is loaded 
with everything it would take for a real combat or 
humanitarian mission anywhere in the world. Along with two 
ships in its Amphibious Ready Group, USS New York and 
USS Gunston Hall, the vessel carries Ospreys, four CH-53E 
Helicopters, six AV-88 Harriers and teems of vehicles, stowed 
in the deepest levels of the ship. 

Not that this mission is played as training. The ARG is 
engaged in realistic combat and humanitarian operations with 
hypothetical countries lining the Carolina coast, all engaged in 
a variety of crises. When a hurricane devastated an ally, 
Pyrope, on what we know as the Florida coast, Marines rushed 
in with humanitarian aid, and military officials arranged a 
shipboard meeting with the nation’s ambassador to coordinate 
assistance. 

I’m told the days ahead will be filled with a number of 
dynamic missions and exercises before the training winds 
down early next week, in time to get troops home to their 
families for Christmas. 

If only real crises could be timed so conveniently. 
Return to Index 
 

5. USS New Orleans Sailors, Marines Visit Starfish Learning Center In Cambodia 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 19 DEC 11) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Gabriel Owens, USS New Orleans Public Affairs 

SIHANOUKVILLE, Cambodia -- Sailors from 
amphibious transport dock ship USS New Orleans (LPD 18), 
along with Marines from the embarked 11th Marine 
Expeditionary Unit (MEU), visited the Starfish Learning 
Center in Sihanoukville, Cambodia for a community service 
project, Dec. 19. 

Service members applied a fresh coat of paint to the 
school and spent time teaching the children American games 
like "duck, duck goose" and "red rover." 

Lt. Paul Armstrong, New Orleans' chaplain, said the event 
was one of five projects the crew of "Big Easy" will 
participate to bolster U.S. relations during theater security 
cooperation exercises with Cambodia.  

"The children were a little awkward with the new games," 
said Armstrong. "But kids are kids; they picked up the games 
quickly and enthusiastically." 

As soon as they arrived, the Sailors and Marines were 
greeted by the children at the school who were anxious to 
practice their English. 

"It was pretty cool," said Operations Specialist 2nd Class 
Joseph Gossey. "The kids were happy to see us and it was 
interesting seeing how they teach school here." 

After two hours, the Sailors and Marines packed up the 
paint, said goodbye to the children and left with smiles on 
their faces. 

"I had a lot of fun," said Staff Sgt. Reynaldo Desenganio 
from the 11th MEU. "It's always great to see happy kids when 
you're away from your own on deployment." 

New Orleans deployed Nov. 14 in support of the nation's 
maritime strategy and is currently conducting theater security 
cooperation missions in the U.S. 7th Fleet area of 
responsibility (AOR). 

New Orleans, amphibious dock landing ship USS Pearl 
Harbor (LSD 52) and amphibious assault ship USS Makin 
Island (LHD 8), along with the embarked 11th MEU, make up 
the Makin Island Amphibious Ready Group (ARG). 

The mission of the Makin Island ARG is to help provide 
deterrence, promote peace and security, preserve freedom of 
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the seas and provide humanitarian/disaster response as well as 
supporting the nation's maritime strategy when forward 
deployed. 

The 7th Fleet AOR includes more than 52 million square 
miles of the Pacific and Indian oceans, stretching from the 
international date line to the east coast of Africa, and from the 
Kuril Islands in the north to the Antarctic in the south.  

More than half of the world's population lives within the 
7th Fleet AOR. In addition, more than 80 percent of that 
population lives within 500 miles of the oceans, which means 
this is an inherently maritime region.  

For more information, visit www.navy.mil, 
www.facebook.com/usnavy, or www.twitter.com/usnavy.  

For more news from USS Makin Island (LHD 8), visit 
www.navy.mil/local/lhd8/. 
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6. Marine Corps Acronyms Spell A Wide Range Of Capabilities   
(THE MARINES 19 DEC 11) ... Sgt. Richard Blumenstein, 24th MEU  

USS IWO JIMA (LHD-7)  — Pick up any random 
military correspondence, publication, or journal entry and it’s 
sure to resemble an alphabet soup of acronyms and tongue-
twisters undecipherable to all but a select few civilians. 
Indeed, even some of the most hard-charging Marines would 
be hard-pressed to decode the acronyms they themselves use 
every day.  

These same mind-bending acronyms are currently being 
put to use by Marines and Sailors of the 24th Marine 
Expeditionary Unit at Composite Training Unit Exercise 
(COMPTUEX). COMPTUEX took place Nov. 28 to Dec. 20, 
to test the 24th MEU and Amphibious Squadron 8’s 
(PHIBRON 8) ability to conduct various missions they could 
face while deployed - NEO, HA/DR, MEDCAP, RRMT, 
EVBSS, TRAP and DAFT to name a few. All these acronyms 
mean something to the Marines.  

Although NEO may immediately conjure up the image of 
a heroic protagonist in the latest action packed science fiction 
movie, the Marine Corps uses it to describe Non-combatant 
Evacuation Operations. A Marine Corps NEO is an important 
mission of the 24th MEU and contains much of the same 
action packed experiences of a major motion picture. When a 
country is thrown into turmoil due to instability or civil unrest, 
the ability to swoop in and provide an escape for U.S. citizens 
and others authorized for evacuation is an job that a MEU is 
perfectly designed for.  

The flexibility of using aircraft and surface craft from 
amphibious shipping gives the embassy a lot of options when 
considering an evacuation.  

“It’s a mission we would execute in the event the security 
situation in a country has deteriorated to the point that the host 
nation cannot provide security for U.S. citizens… or third 
country nationals,” said Capt. Bill Horton, the operations 
officer with Combat Logistics Battalion 24, 24th MEU.  

The 24th MEU conducted a simulated NEO off the shores 
of Camp Lejeune, N.C., last week. An initial liaison team was 
flown nearly 400 miles from the USS Iwo Jima while off the 
coast of Florida all the way to the notional embassy at Camp 
Lejeune using MV-22 Ospreys to begin coordination with the 
ambassador and their staff.  

The scenario lead the Marines to eventually inserting 
security forces and processing role players who needed to be 
evacuated.  

After a devastating earthquake or crushing wave turns life 
upside down, the most important four letter word may not be 
what you think. HA/DR is short for Humanitarian Assistance 
and Disaster Relief, an invaluable tool a MEU can wield to 
bring immediate temporary relief to some of the most remote 
locations on the planet.  

HA/DR missions are special because Marines and Sailors, 
acting as first responders, fill a gap until more permanent aid-
oriented organizations can step in and take reins of the 
situation. Furthermore, a MEU has the unique ability to 
provide security and protection against malicious forces that 
may see an opportunity to exploit victims.  

“If a typhoon or a tsunami hits someplace, we start 
providing food, water, some medical services, and possibly 
transportation to get isolated people to a safer place – this is 
the focus of disaster relief,” Horton said. “If its humanitarian 
assistance, it’s going to focus more on going into a conflict 
region and providing security and temporary shelter until the 
situation calms down. It all depends on the specific actions of 
what’s required in the environment.”  

The 24th MEU conducted a simulated Humanitarian 
Assistance operation while training off the coast of 
Jacksonville, FL, from Dec. 8-10, delivering MREs, water, 
and medicines to a fictitious country reeling from the effects 
of a notional hurricane.  

This time, CLB 24 (Combat Logistics Battalion 24) was 
the main effort, aided by a HAST (Humanitarian Assistance 
Survey Team), an initial liaison element that developed 
necessary courses of action for follow on forces. In recent 
years, MEUs have conducted HA/DR missions in Pakistan, 
Haiti, Thailand, Bangladesh and even here stateside after 
Hurricane Katrina devastated New Orleans.  

A same day visit to the doctor and dentist doesn’t sound 
like an event worth looking forward to, but for some, malaria 
pills and tooth extraction are a necessary and welcome 
addition to quality of life. The Medical Civic Action Program 
(MEDCAP) and Dental Civic Action Program (DENCAP) are 
hallmark MEU operations and an effective way to develop 
relations with countries needing simple medical and dental 
needs.  

“We provide care to populations that don’t have access to 
it,” said Navy LT. Christopher Ketchie, a medical planner 
with the Command Element, 24th MEU.  

An RRMT, on the other hand, is a different type of 
medical mission. Essentially, a Rapid Response Medical Team 
is exactly what it sounds like—roughly a dozen or so medical 
providers including a Navy doctor, numerous hospital 
corpsmen, communication Marines, and a security element. Its 
purpose is to deploy from ship and handle casualties on all 
scales without the aid of typical mass casualty assets.  

“It’s a light, small footprint medical team that can react to 
mass casualties,” said Ketchie. “The team is used in various 
situations where we can’t provide large amounts of gear, 
corpsmen and medical providers.”  
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Pirates and weapons smugglers alike should surrender, 
rather than face the wrath of a Visit, Board, Search, and 
Seizure (VBSS) mission.  

VBSS operations are designed to board and search 
suspicious vessels at sea for weapons smuggling or other 
criminal activity and are distinctive in that both the Marine 
Corps and Navy can have tactical control. The Navy contains 
the task organization to board a compliant vessel while 
Marines specialize in non-compliant boarding. However, 
Marines and Sailors often join forces and conduct VBSS 
missions together. The 24th MEU and PHIBRON 8 recently 
excelled during a simulated Expanded VBSS mission on Dec. 
7 off the coast of Florida during COMPTUEX. It was 
upgraded to an expanded mission (EVBSS) because the target 
vessel was simultaneously boarded from above by fast roping 
Marines out of helicopters and from below using Rigid-Hulled 
Inflatable Boats—a typical VBSS mission encompasses water 
transit only. Marines stalked room to room, meticulously 
clearing each part of the ship until safely handing it over to 
their Navy counterparts.  

Even if Owen Wilson is not the downed pilot needing a 
quick and rapid rescue, a MEU’s Marines and Sailors will 
surely step up to the plate and provide a reaction force for a 
TRAP mission.  

Tactical Recovery of Aircraft and Personnel missions are 
a means to recover downed pilots or sensitive aircraft from the 
clutches of potential enemies. These missions are typically 
performed by a small team of Force Reconnaissance Marines 
and can occur in as little as two hours after a crash.  

“Usually it’s behind enemy lines so we don’t want to 
create a large signature,” said Staff Sgt. Jaime Orozco, a 
reconnaissance Marine with the 24th MEU’s Force 
Reconnaissance Platoon. “We want to just go in there quick 
and get out.”  

The 26th MEU actually conducted a TRAP mission 
earlier this year in Libya, rescuing a downed Air Force pilot 
after his F-15 crashed. Marines launched from amphibious 
assault ship USS Kearsarge and rescued the pilot before 
anyone else could get to him. Despite the steel massiveness 
and awesome firepower of modern naval ships, they are still 
vulnerable when in proximity to land where a diminutive 
enemy can exploit an opportunity to get close.  

To defend against would-be attackers, the Navy conducts 
DATF, or Defense of Amphibious Task Force operations. 
Marines participate by providing air assets and a show of force 
on the ship’s flight deck, armed with an assortment of 
weapons ranging from rifles and machine guns to surface-to-
air missile systems.  

“Its protection for the ship,” said Master Sgt. Chris 
Brueggeman, the operations chief for Weapons Company, 
Battalion Landing Team 1st Battalion, 2nd Marine Regiment, 
24th MEU. “So an unidentified vessel doesn’t commit a 
terrorist attack against it.”  

The 24th MEU rehearsed DATF tactics during 
COMPTUEX integrating into the Navy’s defensive posture 
with heavy and medium machine guns, snipers and Stinger 
missiles. A MEU is capable of conducting such a variety of 
missions because it combines the full capability of a Marine 
Air Ground Task Force. For each mission mentioned, all 
members of the team are involved from each of the elements 
of the MEU – the Command Element, Aviation Combat 
Element, Ground Combat Element, and Logistics Combat 
Element.  

Even though the MEU’s everyday language is a puzzling 
mess of consonants and vowels, the results are quite clear. To 
its friends, MEU means a helping hand to assist in a variety of 
ways - helping to make a bad situation into a better one. To its 
enemies, it translates into difficulty, frustration, spoiled efforts 
and defeat. 
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7. Advances In Battlefield Medicine 
In wars gone by, amputation was often the only cure 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 18 DEC 11) ... Gretel C. Kovach 

Doctors used to be nicknamed “sawbones,” because 
amputation was often the only life-saving treatment possible. 

An estimated 30,000 amputations were performed during 
the Civil War, said Jan Herman, senior historian of the Navy 
Medical Department. 

“Very little could be done for the patient without 
removing the limb. If you couldn’t restore the circulation, the 
limb would die without having blood and oxygen. Then the 
patient would die as a result of the infection or gangrene that 
set in,” Herman said. 

The medical implications of shock — when cells and 
organs in the body are deprived of oxygen, usually because of 
blood loss or sepsis — and the need to keep blood volume up 
to prevent death was not fully understood until World War I. 

Penicillin became the miracle drug of World War II, 
followed by new types of antibiotics. Helicopter evacuation 
did not become widely used until the Korean War. Before that 
patients often bled to death in ambulances on the road to field 
hospitals. 

The science and practice of reconnecting blood vessels 
and restoring circulation in damaged limbs was in the 

experimental stages during the Korean War. It became state of 
the art during the Vietnam conflict. That was also when the 
team approach of having multiple surgeons on one patient 
became widespread, Herman said. 

Double and especially triple amputees, often “in earlier 
wars, they would have hemorrhaged to death. They would not 
have been able to stop the bleeding.” 

Survival Rates 
In World Wars I and II, there were about 1.7 service 

members wounded for every one killed. In Iraq and 
Afghanistan, it is about seven to one. Today the survival rate 
for Marines treated in theater ranges from 95 to 98 percent, 
said Rear Adm. Michael Anderson, a native San Diegan who 
serves as senior medical officer to the Marine Corps. 

Military doctors are striving for even better survival rates 
through better staffing in theater and dissemination of best 
practices and equipment, he said.  

Since 2005, the Pentagon has collected and distributed 
data about battlefield care across the services through the Joint 
Theater Trauma Registry. Doctors had noticed better 
outcomes from blood used within two weeks of withdrawal, 
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but before the trauma registry that knowledge was easily lost 
in the battlefield care system. 

“Now we have written these kinds of things into 
doctrine,” Anderson said. “They collate all that information so 
we can see what are our best practices … and push them out 
quickly to all those providing care.” 

Among life-saving advances institutionalized in the past 
decade are better body armor and vehicle blast protection, 
widespread use of tourniquets, quicker medical evacuations 
from both the point of injury and on to more advanced care in 
the United States, blood-clotting agents embedded in wound 
dressings and the use of fresher, whole blood products 
imported from U.S. military collection sites worldwide, 
instead of saline or plasma. 

Navy combat corpsmen recently switched from morphine 
injections to fentanyl lollipops, which provide better pain 
control and can be removed easily if the patient becomes 
unconscious. In October, Bastion became one of two field 
hospitals in Afghanistan to receive mobile Magnetic 
Resonance Injury machines for more accurate diagnosis of 
wounds. 

Body armor is also continuing to improve, particularly in 
products protecting against groin injuries and genital 
amputations commonly caused by roadside bombs. The Corps 

followed the British lead and began issuing “blast boxers” 
made of tightly woven silk this year to Marines in 
Afghanistan, to reduce small shrapnel wounds. Now an 
external Tier 2 version with Kevlar fabric that some call a 
“blast diaper” or loincloth is being tested by Marines in the 
war zone. 

Homefront Impact 
Because of the high volume of patients, wars give military 

doctors the opportunity to perfect techniques learned in 
civilian medical schools. The knowledge they gain also flows 
into the civilian health care system, through scholarly papers, 
conferences and other means.  

“We learn from them and they learn from us, and all of 
that finds its way to benefit the American people,” said Navy 
Capt. Cappy Surette, a spokesman for the Navy Bureau of 
Medicine and Surgery, which provides most medical care for 
the Marines. 

One example is helicopter medical evacuations. “We take 
those for granted today on our nation’s highways. They had 
their start and were perfected in the military battlefield 
environment.” 

This article is one of an eight part series. For more in the 
series, visit Gretel C. Kovach at the San Diego Union-
Tribune. 
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8. USNS Mercy Celebrates 25 Years Of Service 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 19 DEC 11) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Kristopher Regan, Navy Region Southwest Public 
Affairs 

SAN DIEGO  -- Crew members and visitors gathered on 
the mess decks of USNS Mercy (T-AH 19) Dec. 19 to 
celebrate its 25 years of service as a hospital ship. 

The crew cut a cake after a few words from Commanding 
Officer, Capt. Timothy Hinman, marking the quarter-century 
milestone.  

"It's an honor to be a part of this 25-year anniversary 
celebrating the heritage of this ship," said Hinman. "We are 
part of such a remarkable legacy which has provided tsunami 
relief and humanitarian aid during conflicts and taken part in 
numerous Pacific Partnership events." 

Mercy carries a longstanding tradition of humanitarian aid 
provided by Sailors and civilians who are proud to serve on 
board. 

"I was stationed here 16 years ago as a young Sailor and 
was honored to be able to come back and now serve as the 
ship's senior enlisted leader," said Senior Chief Culinary 
Specialist Guy Gagui. 

Mercy was transformed from the oil tanker SS Worth and 
was commissioned as a USNS hospital ship in 1986.  

Since then, Mercy has continued on the legacy of 
providing humanitarian aid when called upon.  

"Service is our main mission on this ship, whether it's 
dealing with conflicts, natural disasters or call for aid, we help 
others with humanitarian aid," said Hinman. 

Mercy is currently preparing for Pacific Partnership 2012, 
which is an ongoing effort to provide humanitarian support 
and strengthen bonds throughout the Pacific region. 

"The ship is currently getting ready to take part in Pacific 
Partnership 2012 and we couldn't be more excited," said 
Hinman. "Everyone is really eager to work side by side with 
the partner and host nations of this mission."  

For more information, visit www.navy.mil, 
www.facebook.com/usnavy, or www.twitter.com/usnavy.  

For more news from Navy Region Southwest, visit 
www.navy.mil/local/cnrsw/.  

Return to Index 
 
 

GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
9. No Change In Readiness After Kim’s Death 
(THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 19 DEC 11) ... Matthew Lee and Matthew Pennington 

WASHINGTON — The Obama administration on 
Monday called for a peaceful and stable leadership transition 
in North Korea, after the death of the reclusive nation’s leader 
Kim Jong Il. 

Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton said the United 
States is still looking for better relations with the North 
Korean people despite the “evolving situation” there and on 
the rest of the Korean peninsula. She did not mention if or 

how Kim’s death or the “evolving situation” on the peninsula 
would affect the U.S. approach to his country. 

However, U.S. officials have said Kim’s passing and 
assumption of power of his son, Kim Jong Un, will likely 
delay anticipated developments on resuming nuclear 
disarmament talks with the North and supplying the nation 
with food aid. 
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“We both share a common interest in a peaceful and 
stable transition in North Korea as well as ensuring regional 
peace and stability,” Clinton told reporters at the State 
Department after a meeting with Japanese Foreign Minister 
Koichiro Kemba. “We reiterate our hope for improved 
relations with the people of North Korea and remain deeply 
concerned about their well-being.” 

Kemba said the U.S. and Japan “shared the recognition 
that it is important to make sure that the latest events would 
not negatively affect the peace and stability on the Korean 
peninsula.” 

Neither Clinton nor Kemba took questions from reporters. 
The administration had been expected to decide, possibly 

as early as Monday, whether to try to re-engage the reclusive 
country in nuclear negotiations and provide it with food aid, 
U.S. officials said Sunday. The officials, who spoke on 
condition of anonymity due to the sensitivity of the situation, 
said Kim’s death would likely delay the effort. 

The officials said the U.S. was concerned about any 
changes Kim’s death might spark in the military postures of 
North and South Korea, but were hopeful calm would prevail, 
despite the test of a short-range missile by the North just hours 
after the announcement of Kim’s death. 

The top U.S. military officer, Army Gen. Martin 
Dempsey, told reporters in Germany the United States and its 
allies had not seen any change “in North Korean behavior of a 
nature that would alarm us,” according to the American Forces 
Press Service. The Joint Chiefs of Staff chairman said there 
had been no changes to the alert readiness for U.S. forces on 
the peninsula although South Korea has put its military and 
police on alert. 

The White House said it was in constant contact with 
allies South Korea and Japan, but it offered no substantive 
comment on the implications of Kim’s death. President 
Obama spoke with South Korean President Lee Myung-bak at 
midnight and the two leaders agreed to stay in close touch. 

“The president reaffirmed the United States’ strong 
commitment to the stability of the Korean peninsula and the 
security of our close ally, the Republic of Korea,” the White 
House said in a statement early Monday. 

Obama and Clinton were both briefed on Kim’s death, the 
White House and State Department said. 

Kim’s death was announced by state media in a “special 
broadcast” from Pyongyang on Monday. The report said Kim 
died of a heart attack on a train due to a “great mental and 

physical strain” on Dec. 17 during a “high intensity field 
inspection.” North Korea will hold a national mourning period 
until Dec. 29. Kim’s funeral will be held on Dec. 28, it said. 

The U.S. officials stressed that North Korea’s past 
behavior has been notoriously erratic, making predictions 
about its intentions difficult. However, they said they believed 
there would not be significant changes in North Korean 
policies under Kim’s son and heir apparent Kim Jong Un until 
at least after the mourning period ends. 

Kim’s death came as the Obama administration was 
debating whether to go ahead with a new round of nuclear 
disarmament talks with the North and whether to provide food 
aid to the country, which has been struggling with crippling 
food shortages. 

The administration had been poised to announce a 
significant donation of food aid to North Korea this week, the 
first concrete accomplishment after months of behind-the-
scenes diplomatic contacts between the two wartime enemies, 
according to sources close to the negotiations. And an 
agreement by North Korea to suspend its controversial 
uranium enrichment program was expected to follow within 
days, the sources said. 

Suspension of uranium enrichment by North Korea had 
been a key outstanding demand from both the U.S. and South 
Korea of the North, which has tested two atomic devices in the 
past five years. Recent food talks in Beijing yielded a 
breakthrough on uranium enrichment, the sources said. 

The food aid announcement, which could have come as 
early as Monday, would have not only been welcome news for 
North Korea, but also pave the way for a crucial U.S.-North 
Korea meeting in Beijing on Thursday. That meeting in turn 
could lead to the resumption of nuclear disarmament talks that 
would also include China, Japan, Russia and South Korea. 

The six-party talks were last held three years ago, and 
resuming them would amount to a foreign policy coup for the 
Obama administration. 

Two senior U.S. diplomats were in North Korea’s lone 
ally China last week to discuss the issues. They were due to 
meet Obama’s top national security aides on Monday to 
discuss the way forward. Those meetings will go ahead in the 
wake of Kim’s passing but decisions will almost certainly be 
delayed as it is not clear if North Korean officials will be in 
position to handle any engagement with the outside, the U.S. 
officials said. 
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10. Dictator's Death Stokes Fears 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 20 DEC 11) ... Evan Ramstad and Jay Solomon 

U.S. officials aggressively lobbied China, Russia and 
Japan and suspended a food-aid plan for North Korea 
following the death of the country's leader, aiming to gain a 
diplomatic foothold as control over the authoritarian, nuclear-
armed country appeared to pass to Kim Jong Il's untested 
young son. 

North Korea officially returned to its customary silence 
on Monday after announcing the death of its supreme leader 
early in the day, underscoring the world's anxiety over its 
trajectory under Kim Jong Eun, the former ruler's youngest 
son, whom state media says will now lead the isolated 
country. 

The U.S. doesn't have a clear picture of what may happen 
next there, said a senior defense official in Washington. "A 
27-year-old running a repressive regime with nuclear 
weapons: It's kind of hard to say you don't have some 
concerns," the official said. 

The White House's stance on North Korea pointed to a 
brewing policy debate over the proper approach to a ruling 
family that has troubled U.S. administrations for more than 60 
years. 

Giving North Korea breathing room may produce stability 
at the expense of long-term reform. But a greater risk may lie 
in prodding for fundamental reform: Kim Jong Il's surviving 
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family members and the North's ruling elite will likely face 
more difficulty maintaining power than when Mr. Kim himself 
took over after his father's death in 1994, and the prospect for 
the regime's collapse is now higher. 

Underscoring those jitters, South Korea's Yonhap news 
agency reported that North Korea had fired a short-range 
missile into the Sea of Japan early Monday. The agency said 
the action appeared to be a routine test, unrelated to Kim Jong 
Il's death. South Korea's Defense Ministry declined to confirm 
the report. 

Pentagon spokesman George Little said the level of alert 
for U.S. forces in South Korea was unchanged. Mr. Little said 
the U.S. has detected "no unusual North Korean military 
movements" since Mr. Kim's death. 

Despite the intense U.S. effort, a pivotal player in the 
North's future is China, its biggest trading partner by far, and 
Pyongyang's biggest political and economic benefactor. On 
Tuesday morning, China President Hu Jintao visited the North 
Korean embassy in Beijing to express his condolences, 
according to state-run media, the latest in a series of efforts to 
demonstrate unity with the country since Kim Jong Il's death. 
On Monday, the Chinese government sent a telegram 
expressing condolences from a broad array of government 
institutions, while China's foreign minister also visited North 
Korean officials in Beijing. 

The U.S. is closely monitoring events in North Korea and 
coordinating with allies, particularly South Korea, White 
House Press Secretary Jay Carney saidMonday. 

President Barack Obama spoke with South Korean 
President Lee Myung-bak late Sunday and with Japanese 
Prime Minister Yoshihiko Noda on Monday night. Senior U.S. 
officials, including Secretary of State Hillary Clinton, Defense 
Secretary Leon Panetta and National Security Adviser Tom 
Donilon, have spoken with their counterparts in Seoul. 

Administration officials also devoted much of the day to 
closed talks with counterparts in China, Russia and Japan, then 
pledged to back a "peaceful and stable transition" in North 
Korea. Similar calls were issued by the other world leaders. 

In a sign of the potential for the North Korean transition 
to become a subject of political debate in the U.S., Republican 
presidential contender Mitt Romney called on President 
Obama to take advantage of the opening for change. 

"Cancel your Christmas vacation," Mr. Romney said he 
would counsel the president. "This is one of the great 
opportunities of the last 25 years as relates to that part of the 
world. And the president should be actively engaged with 
China, South Korea, Japan and potentially even trying to 
establish dialogue with North Korea," he said in an interview. 

For the past three years, the U.S. and North Korea had 
little contact following the collapse of six-nation aid-for-
disarmament talks. But in recent months, they made progress 
on deals for the U.S. to resume searches in the North next year 
for the remains of missing Americans from the Korean War of 
the 1950s. Talks were also moving quickly to resume U.S. 
provision of food aid to North Korea. 

Mr. Carney said the White House hadn't ruled out food 
aid but that it was putting the plan on hold until safeguards for 
allocation were in place, a demand it had made before Mr. 
Kim died. 

The prospect of pushing or pressuring the North Korean 
regime is unsettling to many. Instability, or even civil war in 

the North, would create economic and other difficulties for 
South Korea, a key U.S. ally, as well for China and Japan.The 
North's ruling regime had little time to prepare to transfer 
power. The succession plan that Kim Jong Il designed for his 
son, Kim Jong Eun, is little more than a year old. By contrast, 
Mr. Kim had more than a decade in the public eye in North 
Korea at the time his father took charge. 

Kim Jong Eun, born in 1983 or 1984, isn't as well known 
among the elite or the people as his father at the same 
juncture, nor as accomplished in the government and military. 

A group of elder North Koreans is believed positioned to 
help. At the time of the younger Mr. Kim's public debut in 
September 2010, his father announced appointments for three 
of his contemporaries—his sister Kim Kyong Hui, her 
husband, Jang Song Thaek, and a trusted general Ri Yong 
Ho—as a kind of protectorate around the son. 

All three received new titles at the same political 
conference where the young Mr. Kim was introduced to North 
Koreans. Kim Kyong Hui has held a series of positions in 
economic ministries and agencies and, before a revaluation of 
the country's currency in 2009, published articles about the 
need for the government to curtail market-oriented activity. 
Her husband rose through a series of economic and security 
posts and, in recent years, has been considered Kim Jong Il's 
closest adviser. Both received military titles at the September 
2010 event. 

At the same time, Gen. Ri Yong Ho was appointed vice 
marshal and vice chairman of the National Defense 
Commission, the body considered the most powerful in North 
Korea. Among his previous assignments, the vice marshal for 
several years was commander of defense for Pyongyang and 
was responsible for the protection of the Kim family. 

One or more of the three appeared with both the older and 
younger Mr. Kim at public events over the past 14 months, 
reinforcing the perception of their closeness to Mr. Kim. But 
it's unclear how popular they are with other important 
members of the North Korean elite or the public at large. 

They will be squaring off against some of the same 
forces, such as freer flow of information, that earlier this year 
drove sweeping changes in places like Egypt, Libya and 
Myanmar. In particular, North Korea's economy has become 
far more complex than it was in 1994, creating incentives in 
certain parts of the population to challenge the regime, though 
with some limits. 

One clear difference from the 1994 transition has emerged 
as crucial for the Kim family: China's larger role with its 
neighbor. It is in Beijing's interests to maintain a functioning 
government in North Korea, to avoid scenarios of refugees 
flooding into China, or of a regime friendly to Seoul and 
Washington taking over along its border. 

"If China were a credit ratings agency, they'll see it as 
their duty to make sure Kim Jong Eun has triple-A status," 
said John Park, a specialist on northeast Asia at the U.S. 
Institute for Peace in Washington. "They're likely to provide 
more political and economic capital to show legitimacy for the 
next North Korean government." 

Early Monday in Asia, North Korea announced that Mr. 
Kim had died Saturday morning of a heart attack while on a 
train away from his home in the capital city of Pyongyang. 
Mr. Kim, who according to varying accounts was 69 or 70 
years old, suffered a stroke-like illness in 2008, recovered and, 



 13

for the past two years, maintained a busy schedule of public 
appearances. His last such outing occurred on Thursday at a 
music information center and at a supermarket in Pyongyang. 
On Monday afternoon, state media issued TV footage of 
citizens weeping at the news of the leader's death. Some 
Seoul-based North Korea-oriented news sites, citing 
anonymous sources reached by cellphone inside the country, 
reported that the military deployed large numbers of soldiers 
along the North's border with China on Sunday, in an apparent 
attempt to thwart a rise of potential defectors. 

The North's official news agency said Mr. Kim's funeral 
will be held on Dec. 28 but that foreign delegations won't be 
invited. That relieves diplomats in the U.S., South Korea and 
Japan—the countries that the North Korea government 
portrays as its mortal enemies— of potentially awkward 
decisions about who to send to Pyongyang. 

"That confirms my suspicion that the regime will be 
inward-looking for some time," said Peter Beck of the Council 
on Foreign Relations in Washington. "They're going to be 
jockeying for position.I'm not expecting a lashing out or a 
reaching out.I'm not expecting a lashing out or a reaching 
out."North Korea waited more than two days to announce Mr. 
Kim's death, a bit longer than the 36 hours it took to announce 
the death of Mr. Kim's father, Kim Il Sung, who started North 
Korea in 1948 and presided over it until his death in 1994. 

The delay, in both instances, was seen as a sign of the 
need for the Kim regime to coordinate and solidify both the 

messages it wanted to send to its citizens and the outside 
world. 

"It's particularly sobering because what the U.S., South 
Korea, China and all of us want to know is how is this guy 
doing. Are people lining up in favor of him? Does the 
government seem to be functioning?" said Jennifer Lind, a 
government professor at Dartmouth College. 

Mr. Kim's funeral next week will likely provide the first 
visible signs of how the younger Mr. Kim is faring, and 
outsiders will watch carefully to see if he speaks and who is 
seated near him. "The funeral will show who's in and who's 
out," Mr. Beck said. 

Much of the younger Mr. Kim's success depends on his 
ability to maintain economic stability. A two-track system 
developed under his father, in which the elite and military took 
over the remnants of the centralized economy, while most 
North Koreans subsisted with what food they could grow and 
what business they could do in informal markets that are 
technically considered illegal. 

Mr. Park said the two-track economy has started to 
reinforce itself because each group has leverage over the 
other. "Lower-rung officials can sell their rations into the 
general markets," he said. "And those getting more wealthy in 
the informal markets have the ability to bribe officials." 

—Adam Entous, Laura Meckler and Alex Frangos 
contributed to this article. 
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11. Royal Navy Submarines To Be Adapted For Women  
(THE MIRROR (UK) 19 DEC 2011) ... David Hughes 

Adapting Royal Navy submarines to allow women to 
serve on them will cost £3 million, MPs were told. 

Defence Secretary Philip Hammond said the money 
would allow women to have separate accommodation on the 
boats. 

The money will also be used for an emergency air supply 
system for any female crewmember found to be pregnant on 
the submarines, whose voyages can last for months. 

Answering questions in the Commons, Mr Hammond said 
the first female officers will begin serving on Vanguard class 
nuclear-powered submarines from late 2013 and then joined 
by women ratings in 2015. 

Women will also be able to serve on the new Astute class 
submarines from about 2016. 

Detailing the changes necessary to allow female crew 
members, Mr Hammond said: "There will be a cost, estimated 
at about £3 million in total, both to provide appropriate 
accommodation and to provide emergency air supplies so that 
should any female submariner be found to be pregnant on 

board that submariner will be able to breath from a discrete air 
supply until such time as she can be medically evacuated." 

Tory Nicholas Soames (Mid Sussex) said a "lengthy trial 
in simulated conditions" should be carried out before women 
are allowed on board. 

But Mr Hammond said the U.S. Navy already allowed 
female submariners and added: "The only reason women were 
not eligible for the submarine service was that, until recently, 
the best medical evidence suggested that there could be a risk 
to foetal health. 

"It is now clear that risk does not exist." 
Tory Caroline Dinenage (Gosport) said the new 

arrangement was "confirmation of what many of us know, that 
women can do everything that men can do ... better". 

Mr Hammond joked: "If my wife is to believed, not only 
can women do everything that men can do but they can do two 
of it at a time while men can only do one of it a time. 

"So I'm hoping that this will contribute to the efficiency 
gains that we need to make in the Royal Navy and elsewhere." 
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12. Navy Must Strengthen Itself To Ensure Regional Peace: Patil 
(CNN-IBN LIVE 20 DEC 11) 

MUMBAI -- President Pratibha Patil on Monday urged 
the Navy to strengthen itself and ensure regional peace as it is 
essential for India's increasing power and expanding interests.  

"India's growing national power and its expanding vital 
interests not only present an opportunity for us to strengthen 
our 'Blue Water' Navy but make it imperative to do so," she 
said during a banquet hosted in her honour by the Navy.  

"India's growing interests are leading to commensurate 
additional responsibilities that will need to be shouldered by 
our Navy to ensure regional peace and stability," Patil, who is 
in the city to review the Naval fleet on Tuesday, said.  

The banquet and a Naval band concert was held in the 
evening as a prelude to the iconic and historic event where the 
Navy displays its prowess.  
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Since early times the national leaders had realised "the 
importance of maritime affairs and the need to be strong at 
sea," she said.  

Patil quoted country's first Prime Minister Jawahar Lal 
Nehru's words -- "to be secure on land, one must be supreme 
at sea" to stress the importance of a strong and powerful Navy.  

"This (Nehru's quote) remains as true today as it was then. 
However, the security environment prevailing at that time and 

our own resource limitations placed severe constraints upon us 
to realise his (Nehru's) vision to the fullest. The present 
scenario is not the same," she said.  

Patil also released a commemorative stamp and a coffee 
table book on the eve of the fleet review.  

During the event, Navy chief Admiral Nirmal Verma said 
his force will be "ever vigilant and combat ready" in guarding 
country's interests. 
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13. Jamaran Destroyer Returns Home After First Intl. Mission Completed 
(TEHRAN TIMES 18 DEC 11) 

BANDAR ABBAS (Iran) – The Jamaran destroyer 
returned home on Sunday after the completion of its 70-day 
mission to international waters and moored in the port city of 
Bandar Abbas, in the southern province of Hormozgan.   

The Iranian Navy’s 16th fleet of warships, comprised of 
the Jamaran destroyer and the Bandar Abbas gunboat, set sail 
for the north of the Indian Ocean and the Gulf of Aden on 
October 9. It was the first mission of the Jamaran in 
international waters.  

The purpose of the mission was announced to be 
providing security for Iranian merchant vessels, commercial 
ships, and tankers in the open seas.  

The Jamaran is the first domestically manufactured 
destroyer. It can carry helicopters and is equipped with 
torpedoes. It is 94 meters long and weighs over 1,500 tons. 
The warship is capable of engaging in surface, air, and 
undersea warfare.  

Iranian Navy Commander Rear Admiral Habibollah 
Sayyari, the governor general of the Hormozgan Province, 

Ebrahim Azizi, and a number of provincial officials attended a 
ceremony, which was held on Sunday in Bandar Abbas to 
welcome the naval officers and seamen who were on the 
mission.  

During the ceremony, Captain Mohammad Hassan Azar-
Paykan, the commander of the Navy’s 16th fleet, described the 
achievements of the mission and said that the warships have 
navigated 9,700 nautical miles in the open seas and tracked 
1,380 military and non-military vessels, submarines, and 
aircraft.  

The warships escorted Iranian vessels and protected the 
security of international shipping routes, he added.  

The Navy commander also said that the presence of 
Iranian warships in the open seas is not just for protecting 
Iranian ships, adding they will also raise the Iranian flag in 
international waters and show industrial and technological 
capabilities of the Iranian Navy to the world.  
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14. F-35 Wins Japan Fighter Competition 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 20 DEC 11) 

TOKYO - Japan on Dec. 20 chose the U.S.-built F-35 
Joint Strike Fighter stealth jet for its next-generation mainstay 
fighter, as North Korea provided a timely reminder of the 
region's potential for instability. 

In a deal estimated to be worth more than $4 billion, 
Japan went for the trouble-plagued jet to replace its aging fleet 
of F-4 fighters. 

"The government shall acquire 42 units of F-35A after 
fiscal 2012 in order to replenish and to modernize the current 
fleet of fighters held by the Air Self-Defense Force," the 
cabinet said in a statement. 

Lockheed Martin's F-35 beat off competition from two 
other jets: the Boeing F/A-18 Super Hornet and the 
Eurofighter Typhoon. 

The government said Japanese companies would take part 
in building the new fighters. 

The formal decision, which had long been expected, came 
the day after news of the death of Kim Jong Il sent jitters 

through the region amid fears a power transition could 
destabilize North Korea's hard=line regime. 

Tokyo was originally expected to announce its pick last 
week. The selection comes as China's massive military 
machine continues to grow and Beijing becomes increasingly 
assertive. 

The F-35 is the most expensive weapons program in 
Pentagon history and has been plagued by cost overruns and 
technical delays. 

Co-developed with British defense giant BAE Systems, 
the F-35 was the costliest of the three models under 
consideration, with a price tag estimated at $113 million per 
aircraft. 

Japan initially aimed to acquire the F-22 Raptor stealth 
fighter to renew its fleet, but U.S. law prohibits exports of the 
jet and the United States has halted production of the model. 

Japan, which places its security alliance with the United 
States at the cornerstone of its foreign policy, has long 
depended on U.S. manufacturers for its military hardware. 
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15. U.S. Special Forces Now In Central African Republic 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 19 DEC 11) 

BANGUI, Central African Republic - U.S. Special Forces 
troops have set up a base in the Central African Republic as 

part of their regional hunt for fighters from the Ugandan-born 
Lord's Resistance Army (LRA) group, military sources said. 
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"The deployment of this contingent, the size of which is 
unknown, was carried out very discreetly with Ugandan 
military aircraft," a Central African military official said Dec. 
19 on condition of anonymity. 

The U.S. troops set up a base in Obo and are expected to 
coordinate their efforts with local government forces and 
Ugandan soldiers. 

U.S. President Barack Obama in October announced he 
was sending 100 Special Forces troops to Kampala, Uganda, 
to help Uganda track down LRA chief and international 
fugitive Joseph Kony, who has wreaked havoc over four 
nations for more than two decades. 

Besides Obo, the U.S. forces also have a forward base in 
South Sudan. They began deploying in Uganda earlier this 
month. 

The rebels currently number several hundred, a fraction of 
their strength at their peak but still include a core of hardened 
fighters infamous for mutilating civilians and abducting 
children for troops and sex-slaves. 

The majority of U.S. troops will be based in Uganda 
while a smaller number will be based in jungle areas in 
neighboring countries to advise regional armies tracking the 
rebels, U.S. officials say. 

Tens of thousands of people have been killed since Kony 
took up arms in the late 1980s, initially against the Ugandan 
government. 

The International Criminal Court has a warrant against 
Kony, one of the continent's most wanted men. 

Driven out of Uganda, the guerrillas have since scattered 
across a vast region of the Central African Republic, 
Democratic Republic of Congo and South Sudan, recruiting 
fighters from those nations over the years. 

The LRA emerged from the frustrations of Uganda's 
marginalized Acholi ethnic group against the government, but 
its leaders have since dropped their national political agenda 
for the narrow objective of pillage and plunder. 
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PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
16. NPC Provides O-3 Fitness Report Guidance  
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 19 DEC 11) ... Navy Personnel Command Public Affairs 

MILLINGTON, Tenn. -- Navy Personnel Command 
officials remind the fleet of interim changes to the Navy 
Performance Evaluation and Counseling System instruction as 
commands prepare annual fitness reports (FITREPs) for more 
than 18,000 lieutenants due next month. 

According to NAVADMIN 219/11, released earlier this 
year, Navy changed summary group totals permitted in O-3 
periodic FITREPs beginning with FITREPs due Jan. 31, 2012. 
Commands must manually calculate summary group 
distribution totals following guidance in the NAVADMIN. 

Using the outdated figures listed in the Navy Performance 
Evaluation and Counseling System instruction will result in 
invalid FITREPs that will be returned for corrections. 

"NPC uses both electronic checks and block-by-block 
checks by a person to validate FITREPS and evaluations 
before entering them to the official record," said Jim Price, 
director, Performance Evaluation Division, Navy Personnel 
Command. 

An invalid report can result in a missing report in the 
officer's official military personnel file if the report is not 
corrected. 

"Commands can avoid this error by following the 
guidance in NAVADMIN 219/11," said Price.  

According to the NAVADMIN, early promote (EP) 
recommendations are limited to 20 percent of the reporting 
senior's summary group and the combined EP and must 
promote (MP) recommendations must not exceed 60 percent.  

The change does allow an increase in one MP 
recommendation for each EP quota not used. 

"As commands start preparing O-3 FITREPs, they will 
need to manually calculate the allowable numbers of MPs and 
EPs," said Price.  

In order to calculate the maximum number of combined 
MPs and EPs a reporting senior can have in a summary group, 

simply multiply the total number of O-3s in the group by 0.6 
and round up.  

For example, if Captain Jones has seven O-3s in a 
summary group, and multiplies that by 0.6, he gets 4.2, which 
rounds up to five combined MPs and EPs.  

In order to calculate the maximum number of EPs a 
reporting senior can have in a summary group, simply 
multiply the number of O-3s in the group by 0.2, and round 
up. Continuing with the previous example, Captain Jones 
would multiply seven times 0.2, which gives him 1.4 or a 
maximum of two EPs.  

The MP maximum is the difference between the rounded 
numbers. So based on the example, Captain Jones can have up 
to two EPs and three MPs in his summary group.  

According to Price, MP recommendations may be 
increased by one for each EP quota not used. All summary 
groups of two can receive one EP and one MP. 

According to Price, the change in policy provides a 
mechanism for controlling performance inflation and 
identifies top performers early for selective detailing and 
selection board purposes.  

The interim change will be followed by an official change 
in the next revision of BUPERSINST 1610.10C and in the 
next update to NAVFIT98A, the performance evaluation 
software used throughout the fleet. 

For more information, read NAVADMIN 219/11, call the 
NPC Customer Service Center at 1-866-U-ASK-NPC (1-866-
827-5672) or email at cscmailbox@navy.mil.  

For more information, visit www.navy.mil, 
www.facebook.com/usnavy, or www.twitter.com/usnavy.  

For more news from Navy Personnel Command, visit 
www.navy.mil/local/npc/.  
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17. Disclosing Trouble With The Law 
(NAVY TIMES 26 DEC 11) ... William H. McMichael 

All Navy personnel who are arrested, detained or charged 
with a crime by civilians must now immediately tell their 
commanding officer. Chief of Naval Operations Adm. Jon 
Greenert mandated the new rule in a Dec. 8 message. 

Disclosure is not an admission of guilt, and officials may 
not use it as such, the rules say. Service members who self 
report can be questioned but not without first being notified of 
their Article 31(h) rights— akin to civilian Miranda rights. 

The new rules broaden the old ones, which were limited 
to alcohol-related offenses. The old rules did not include any 
justification for such a requirement or a mandate that those 
questioned be read their rights. The new rules do. 

What you need to know about the new rules: 
1. ‘Immediately’ disclose.  

Service members must "immediately" disclose the charge 
or charges to their CO, along with the pertinent date and name 
of the arresting authority. The Office of the Judge Advocate 
General's Corps could not further define "immediately." 

2. How can the Navy require that? 

The CNO is allowed to mandate self reporting to "serve a 
regulatory or administrative purpose," as opposed to a punitive 
purpose, a broad category that could include future 
assignments and security clearance reviews. Performance 
evaluations are excluded from this category unless there has 
been a finding of guilt or handing down of punishment. 

3. Just the facts, ma'am. 

Service members do not have to disclose any underlying 
facts in the case, according to OJAG. Service members can 
also be asked about arrests or criminal charges as part of "a 
specific application or screening process." 

4. What happens if you don't report? 

As of Dec. 8, those who fail to self report can be 
disciplined, either for the infraction itself –drunken driving for 
example—or for a military-specific infraction such as failure 
to obey a lawful order or conduct unbecoming, or both, OJAG 
said. It's not double jeopardy because a civilian punishment is 
local or state, and punishment by the military is a federal 
matter.  

COs may impose discipline if they learn of the specifics 
of the charges from another source independent of the self-
report, even if they learn of them after the sailor comes 
forward.  

It gets tricky here. The CO can't actively seek out that 
information in an effort to further punish the sailor, OJAG 
says. But if, for example, the CO regularly receives a police 
blotter and learns of the incident in this independent manner, 
the sailor could still be punished under the UCMJ for the 
infraction itself.  

COs may not punish a sailor for failing to self-report an 
arrest or criminal charges that took place prior to Dec. 8. The 
revision does not affect the existing requirement to report 
criminal convictions, according to OJAG. 

5. What leaders should know. 

COs must advise sailors of their rights if they want to 
question them, and must also ensure their instructions do not 
include additional self-reporting requirements. However, they 
can continue to request information on arrests or criminal 
charges as part of an application or screening process. COs 
should consult a judge advocate before imposing discipline, 
OJAG says. 
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18. Sailors, Families Petition White House On Cuts 
(NAVY TIMES 19 DEC 11) ... Sam Fellman  

Sailors and their families are petitioning the White House 
to review the Navy’s enlisted retention boards following news 
that 2,947 sailors will be sent home next year. The ERBs 
chose those sailors, E-4 through E-8, from 31 overmanned 
ratings. 

“These sailors need the respect they deserve and their 
contracts upheld by the government,” reads the petition on the 
White House website, which was started Sunday. “Before 
involuntarily separating sailors, the Navy should ask for 
volunteers who want to separate with a severance package, 
stop recruiting new sailors and let sailors cross-rate before 
breaching contracts with mid-career sailors.” 

The petition was created on the website’s “We the 
People” section, which enables users to create online petitions. 
The petition had garnered 245 signatures as of Monday 
afternoon. The goal is to hit 25,000 names within 30 days, the 
figure required to prompt a White House review of the subject. 

The petition criticizes the Navy for not taking the 
enlistment time remaining into consideration for the severance 
package. “Worse case,” it reads, “let them complete the 
remainder of their contract.” 

The online petition was started on Sunday by a user 
named Jennifer B., from Middleburg, Fla. No other personal 
information was available on the White House website, which 
displays only the first name, last initial and location of 
petitioners. 

Sailors and family members, upset with the cuts, were 
canvassing on social networking sites to promote the petition. 

“Please give our U.S. Navy sailors their jobs back,” Bobbi 
Taylor, a self-described Navy spouse, wrote Monday on 
Twitter. “Fifteen years is too much to throw away!” 

A spokeswoman for the chief of naval personnel wrote in 
an email on Monday that the Navy “looked carefully at 
opportunities for Sailors in these overmanned ratings to stay 
Navy through conversions/cross rate opportunities. 

“The Navy understands that Sailors separating due to the 
ERB are facing a difficult and unexpected situation, and we 
are committed to doing all we can to help separating Sailors 
build on their skills and training needed for their transition,” 
wrote Cmdr. Kathy Kesler. “Sailors are encouraged to work 
with their chain of command to take advantage of all the 
transition assistance and involuntary separation benefits that 
they are eligible for.” 
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19. Services Announce November Recruiting Numbers 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 19 DEC 11) 

WASHINGTON – All four active-duty services and four 
of the six reserve components met or exceeded their recruiting 
goals in November, the second month of fiscal 2012, Pentagon 
officials announced today. 

Here are the numbers for the active services: 
-- Army: 11,260 accessions, for 101 percent of its goal of 

11,100; 
-- Navy: 4,457 accessions, for 100 percent of its goal of 

4,457; 
-- Marine Corps: 3,959 accessions, for 100 percent of its 

goal of 3,949; 
-- Air Force: 5,030 accessions, for 100 percent of its goal 

of 5,030. 
Four of the six reserve components met or exceeded their 

numerical accession goals: 
-- Army National Guard: 7,214 accessions, for 93 percent 

of its goal of 7,775; 

-- Army Reserve: 5,087 accessions, for 117 percent of its 
goal of 4,335; 

-- Navy Reserve: 1,302 accessions, for 100 percent of its 
goal of 1,302; 

-- Marine Corps Reserve: 1,716 accessions, for 114 
percent of its goal of 1,501; 

-- Air National Guard: 1,120 accessions, for 88 percent of 
its goal of 1,275; 

-- Air Force Reserve: 1,292 accessions, for 100 percent of 
its goal of 1,292. 

The Army, Navy, Marine Corps, and Air Force all 
exhibited strong retention numbers for the first two months of 
fiscal year-to-date 2012.  

All reserve components are on target to achieve their 
fiscal 2012 attrition goals. 
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FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE//PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
20. Interview With Mike Petters, President, CEO Of HII 
(DEFENSE NEWS 18 DEC 11) ... Christopher P. Cavas 

Mike Petters is the president and chief executive officer 
of Huntington Ingalls Industries (HII), the company formed in 
March from the former shipyards of Northrop Grumman. 

He oversees the nuclear-capable shipyard at Newport 
News, Va., which builds nuclear-powered aircraft carriers and 
submarines, and two major shipyards on the Gulf of Mexico 
Coast, Ingalls Shipbuilding in Pascagoula, Miss., and 
Avondale at New Orleans. HII is the U.S. Navy's single 
largest shipbuilder. 

Q. If the shipbuilding budgets drop, what can you do 
over the next 10 years to remain profitable? 

A. There is a range of hypotheticals that can boggle your 
mind, so we try not to get too far out in all these different 
excursions that you could take. 

I look at the Navy's plan today for the 313-ship fleet. 
We're sole-source on the aircraft carriers and amphibious 
ships, we're on the sole-source team for submarines, and we 
have half the destroyers. So, on the complex end of the Navy's 
platforms, we're in a pretty important position. 

I don't believe you can continue with those [shipbuilding] 
capabilities if you stop building those ships. Not building them 
would become a formula for disaster. 

In the United Kingdom [something like that was done] 
where they didn't build submarines for quite some time, and 
they had to come to the U.S. to help with that. We had an 
experience like that. We went 10 years without building a 
submarine. We were challenged when-we went to start up, in 
terms of craftsmanship and in terms of cost. 

The ability to build a complex platform is a true equity for 
the industry and the Navy. I think there should be some 
understanding of how important that is and some real desire to 
protect those equities. 

Q. What happens if the DOG destroyer build-rate 
drops to just one ship per year? 

A. We could probably go through every type of ship and 
make all kinds of guesses if they do the budget this way or 
that. All kinds of options are going to be kicked around. 

Neither shipyard [HII competes with General Dynamics 
Bath Iron Works in Bath, Maine, for destroyer work] would be 
as efficient at one ship per year as it will be at two per year. 

There's great value in the history of the destroyer 
program, in the competition between the folks at Bath and the 
folks at Ingalls. But you've got to have volume to have a 
competition. 

Q. The Coast Guard is planning to begin a new class of 
Offshore Patrol Cutters (OPC). Would you be interested in 
building those ships?  

A. The challenge for us is, because we're in the larger 
complexity end of the business, the National Security Cutter [a 
larger ship now under construction fori the Coast Guard] is 
really toward the bottom end of our range. Let's wait and see 
how the OPC goes. 

Q. Same question should the Coast Guard be able to 
build new Icebreakers. 

A. I'd have to wait and see how serious it gets. I always 
worry a bit about doing a one-of-a-kind ship. Our operation on 
the Gulf Coast is really designed for production runs, like we 
see on the NSC, like we're hoping to establish again on the 
DDGs, like we're in on amphibious ships. Certainly we'd take 
a look at it; that's a different animal for us, though. 

Q. If the shipbuilding business declines, what other 
opportunities might there be for HII? 

A. In those specific areas where we have a unique 
capability and we can find a unique customer, we have 
established some relationships that allow us to support other 
things. We did an arrangement with AREVA, the French 
nuclear power company. 

They were looking to come to the U.S. and build a factory 
to build nuclear components. They opted to build the factory 
in our parking lot to take advantage of our workforce, because 
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we know how to do nuclear quality and we know nuclear 
culture. We don't know the commercial nuclear business — 
that's their expertise, not ours. But we can do the 
manufacturing. That's kind of overtaken by events right now 
[AREVE is re-evaluating its overseas operations], but that's 
the kind of thing we can go do. 

We have a partnership with Gamesa, the Spanish wind 
company [to work on offshore wind technology]. Again, we 
don't know the wind market, but we do know how to do 
marine structures, to do off-shore kinds of things. So we look 
for those adjacencies. None will replace the Navy business, 
but they are things we can build on over a period of time. 
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21. Naval Air Warfare Center Contract To Train Iraqi Engineers 
(DAILY COMET (LA) 18 DEC 11) ... Cara Bayles 

An international software engineering company has won a 
contract to train Iraqi naval engineers in Morgan City. The 
engineers will operate Iraqi navy vessels built locally by Gulf 
Island Fabrication and Swiftships Shipbuilders. VSD, an 
international software engineering company, was recently 
awarded the $6.8 million contract from the Naval Air Warfare 
Center to train the engineers. 

Jessica Bertsch, a VSD spokeswoman, said the training 
systems will be designed and built in Norfolk, Va., and will be 
shipped and assembled at the Swiftships' facility in Morgan 
City in the first quarter of next year.  

The training will begin in the second quarter of 2012. 
Bertsch said the company decided to train the Iraqi engineers 
in its southern Louisiana facility because of the location's 
“proximity to shipbuilding sites.”  

The Iraqi engineers will operate the two offshore support 
vessels built by Gulf Island and as many as 15 armored patrol 
boats being built by Swiftships. 

Gulf Island Marine Fabricators, a Houma subsidiary of 
Gulf Island Fabrication, has already finished one of the 60-
meter-long offshore support vessels, and president Kirk 
Meche anticipates the second vessel will be completed and 
tested by March 2012.  

Gulf Island has done repair work on boats for the Army 
Corps of Engineers before, according to Meche, but the Iraqi 
vessels are the first military ships that Gulf Island has built 
from scratch. 

“It is exciting. Our shipyard division has been a nice 
diversification for us in terms of the slowdown in the oil-and-
gas industry. It's kept our people at work,” said Meche, who 
added he'd heard the Iraqi Navy would be looking to contract 
more vessels. “We're looking forward to doing more military 
work in the not-too-distant future.” 

The two boats were contracted by the federal Naval Sea 
Systems Command. The $70 million project was awarded to 
Tampa, Fla.-based RiverHawk Fast Sea Frames in March 
2010, and RiverHawk in turn contracted the vessel 
construction to Gulf Island for approximately $40 million. 
RiverHawk will add features like weaponry to the boats after 
Gulf Island has completed them, according to Meche. 

The ships will protect Iraq's offshore oil-production 
platforms and support the patrol boats being built by 
Swiftships. According to Naval Sea Systems Command 
spokesman Chris Johnson, $22.5 million of the shipbuilding 
contract comes from the Iraqi government. The remaining 
$47.6 million comes from Iraqi Security Force Fund, federal 
money appropriated in the war supplemental budget for fiscal 
year 2008. Johnson said the ships are considered part of the 
war effort. 

“One of major objectives is to improve Iraqi security 
forces capabilities,” he said. “That will help us facilitate a 
smooth transition to Iraqi military control.” 
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22. Just A Few (Really Big) Ships Passing In The Night 
(KITSAP (WA) SUN 19 DEC 11) ... Ed Freidrich 

BREMERTON — Aircraft carriers could be playing 
musical chairs in a couple of months at Puget Sound Naval 
Shipyard. 

The USS Nimitz is wrapping up a major overhaul at the 
shipyard; the USS Ronald Reagan is scheduled for similar 
work; and the USS John C. Stennis will be returning from the 
Middle East. 

Nimitz's yearlong Docked Planned Incremental 
Availability (DPIA) maintenance was expected to be 
completed by year's end. By the time the other two ships had 
arrived, it would be moored at its new Everett homeport. The 
change of homeport for sailors and their families became 
effective Dec. 15, which isn't directly related to the ship's 
departure. It won't beat the Reagan out of town but should be 
gone before the Stennis gets back. 

"Additional maintenance work was identified, requiring 
the ship to be in dry dock and has delayed her departure," 
spokeswoman Lt. Cmdr. Karin Burzynski said. "We are 
currently planning to arrive in Everett sometime in February, 
once the maintenance work is completed." 

Nimitz, first in its class of 10 nuclear-powered aircraft 
carriers, received upgrades to several ship systems, including 
defense and navigation. The first 10 months of work was 
performed in dry dock. The ship, commanded by Capt. Paul 
Monger, was moved back to Pier D Sept. 29. The total 
overhaul cost $239 million. 

The Reagan's homeport change from San Diego to 
Bremerton takes effect Jan. 10, but, like Nimitz, that's not 
when the ship will be leaving San Diego or arriving in 
Bremerton. Those dates haven't been determined, or at least 
announced. The shipyard is planning for both ships to be here 
for a while. 

"PSNS ... has been aware of the overlap of the two 
carriers and are coordinating to minimize impact on USS 
Ronald Reagan's arrival," shipyard spokeswoman Darcy Jenne 
said. 

The Reagan, commanded by Capt. Thom Burke, will be 
undergoing a DPIA maintenance, estimated at $218 million. 

The Stennis departed Bremerton on July 25 for a seven-
month deployment to the Middle East, where it's providing air 
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support for soldiers on the ground in Afghanistan. A seven-
month deployment would equate to a return date around the 
end of February. 

Stennis, commanded by Capt. Ronald Reis, had a port 
visit to the Philippines canceled by a typhoon, but sailors 
visited Kuala Lumpur, Bahrain and Dubai. 

Naval Base Kitsap spokesman Tom Danaher said it's 
unlikely there will be three aircraft carriers here at once but is 
preparing nonetheless. The operations department is 
conducting a study on the base's ability to support three. 

"The study indicates that we can support three carriers for 
a limited amount of time, with the major drawback being 
parking," he said. 

Return to Index 
 
 

BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
23. Portland Author: How Undersized U.S. Navy Won The War Of 1812  
(MAINE PUBLIC BROADCASTING NETWORK 18 DEC 11) ... Irwin Gratz  

Because of Bath Iron Works and the Portsmouth Naval 
Shipyard, Maine has a direct interest in the ongoing debate 
over the size and role of the U.S. Navy. Portland author 
George Daughan told MPBN's Irwin Gratz that the debate can 
trace its history all the way back to the first days of the 
republic. 

Two of America's founders, George Washington and 
Thomas Jefferson battled, over the size, composition and role 
of the early U.S. Navy. Portland author George Daughan, in 
his new book, "1812, the Navy's War," writes that those 
political battles left the young U.S. poorly prepared for that 
war. 

Daughan says the second part of the war encompasses 
1813 to early 1814, when Napolean raises a new army and 

creates more havoc in Europe. But by the summer of 1814, 
Napolean had abdicated, and Daughan says the British turned 
their military attention back toward the United States. 

Daughan says those twin defeats (the British invasion 
from Canada and the British attack on Baltimore) soured the 
British public on the war and convinced British leaders to 
make peace. The later Battle of New Orleans also led Great 
Britain to start considering the U.S. an ally, rather than an 
enemy, on the world stage.  

And the battle of Baltimore also yielded the poem written 
by Francis Scott Key that became our national anthem, the 
Star Spangled Banner. George Daughan's book, 1812, the 
Navy's War, is published by Basic Books. 

Listen to Audio (RT: 4:43) 
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24. San Diego Sailors, Project Handclasp Work To Get Donations To Haiti 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 19 DEC 11) ... Candice Villarreal, Naval Supply Systems Command Fleet Logistics Center San Diego Public 
Affairs 

CORONADO, Calif.  -- Naval Supply Systems Command 
(NAVSUP) Fleet Logistics Center (FLC) San Diego teamed 
up with Project Handclasp in Coronado, Calif., to stage pallets 
of donated food and supplies for transport to Haiti Dec. 15. 

The supply rating Sailors - all logistics specialists and 
ship's servicemen - loaded and secured 83 pallets containing 
more than 65,000 pounds of donated cargo onto 21 oversized 
U.S. Air Force pallets for transport in a Lockheed C-5 Galaxy 
plane. The donations began the first leg of their journey to the 
impoverished island nation when they departed Naval Air 
Station North Island Dec. 17. 

"Part of being a good Sailor is helping those in need 
whenever and wherever you have the opportunity to do so," 
said Logistics Specialist 2nd Class (AW) John Laughlin.  

Sailors loaded 36 pallets of toys and wagons, 20 pallets of 
school kits and hygiene supplies, 17 pallets - or 121,176 total 
servings - of High Nutrition Meals, nine pallets of school 
books and 15 water filters that will provide homes or facilities 
with safe drinking water for about 10 years apiece. 

"Doing our part to make sure these goods get to the 
Haitian people is a great but humbling feeling," Laughlin said. 
"We're here as part of a bigger picture, just donating a little 
time and effort to something bigger than ourselves, and 
hopefully that will effect some type of positive change for the 
people of Haiti." 

Project Handclasp accepts humanitarian, educational and 
goodwill donations contributed by the American private sector 
and transports them to foreign nations on a space-available 
basis aboard U.S. Navy vessels. The shipment of goods was 

transported to Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, where High Speed 
Vessel Swift (HSV 2) will receive the pallets for delivery to 
schools, orphanages and a feeding center in Haiti.  

The U.S. Navy has continued to deliver humanitarian 
assistance and aid to Haiti since the small island nation was 
rocked by a 7.0-magnitude earthquake in January 2010, 
leaving hundreds of thousands dead and more than one million 
homeless or displaced. By utilizing volunteer or organic labor 
and space-available transportation, Project Handclasp delivers 
the goods at no cost to the military. 

"Project Handclasp is an outstanding program within the 
Department of the Navy that really helps change lives abroad," 
said Capt. Peter Stamatopoulos, NAVSUP FLC San Diego 
commanding officer. "Any time NAVSUP Fleet Logistics 
Center San Diego can lend that program a helping hand in 
achieving their mission to provide for the less fortunate, we're 
going to be there. That's what we do as part of 'A global force 
for good.'" 

NAVSUP Fleet Logistics Center San Diego, one of seven 
fleet logistics centers under NAVSUP Global Logistics 
Support, provides global logistics, business and support 
services to fleet, shore and industrial commands of the Navy, 
Coast Guard, Military Sealift Command, and other joint and 
allied forces. Services include contracting, regional 
transportation, fuel, material management, household goods 
movement support, postal and consolidated mail, 
warehousing, global logistics and husbanding, hazardous 
material management, and integrated logistics support. 
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NAVSUP GLS comprises more than 5,700 military and 
civilian logistics professionals, contractors and foreign 
nationals operating as a single cohesive team providing global 
logistics services from 110 locations worldwide. 

A component of the Naval Supply Systems Command 
headquartered in Mechanicsburg, Pa., NAVSUP GLS is part 
of a worldwide logistics network of more than 22,500 military 

and civilian personnel providing combat capability through 
logistics. 

For more information, visit www.navy.mil, 
www.facebook.com/usnavy, or www.twitter.com/usnavy.  

For more news from Naval Supply Systems Command, 
visit www.navy.mil/local/navsup/.  
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25. Navy’s Classroom 
School Principal Visits Famous Aircraft Carrier And Three AHS Grads 
(ASHLAND DAILY TIDINGS 19 DEC 11) ... Sam Wheeler 

Michelle "Rogue" Zundel's C-2 Greyhound touched down 
on the landing deck of the USS Abraham Lincoln about 100 
miles off the Southern California coast Tuesday morning. 

Zundel, principle of Ashland High School, was invited 
aboard the aircraft supercarrier through the Navy's 
Distinguished Visitors Program, allowing her a rare 
opportunity to tour and stay overnight on the ship. 

Her "ticket in" came from Navy officers: Capt. Kevin 
Meenaghan, Lt. Dan Metz and Petty Officer 2nd Class Greg 
Amorelli, who are sailors aboard the Lincoln and graduates of 
AHS. "It was like visiting a completely different culture or 
new country," said Zundel, who picked up the nickname 
"Rogue" during her stay on the ship. "I consider myself so 
fortunate. "… They don't let many civilians board their 
carriers or any of the vessels, so to be invited into that sort of 
thing was just incredible." 

Sailing from its home port in Everett, Wash., the Lincoln 
stopped in San Diego for a few days to re-certify about 140 
fighter pilots, as it prepared for a six-month deployment to 
support the war in Afghanistan. 

"It was an amazing display," said Zundel. "Into the wee 
hours of the night they were running fighters probably every 
three minutes." 

To land on the 1,092-foot carrier, pilots must drop a tail 
hook from their jets — like landing gear — to snag one of four 
drag lines stretched across the short runway, or they will have 
too much speed to land. 

Once hooked, the hydraulically controlled drag lines 
reduce an aircraft's speed from about 105 mph to zero mph in 
2 seconds. 

"It's so choreographed to watch "… everyone has a job 
and they know how to do it, and that's all they do. It's just 
impressive," Zundel said. "And it's a very dangerous place to 
be. "… I remember them telling me 'If somebody grabs you on 
the flight deck, don't fight them, go with them, because they 
probably just saved your life.' " 

To take off from the ship, a steam-powered shuttle below 
the deck catapults an aircraft from a standstill to about 130 
mph in three seconds. 

"You are lifted out of your seat and your feet come off the 
floor, and the only thing holding you in is the harness," said 
Zundel. "It was better than any Disney Land ride that I have 
ever done." 

The Lincoln has the capacity to carry 90 aircraft, storing 
most below its deck in a massive hanger. Four large elevators 
are used to lower and raise the aircraft to and from the hanger. 

The ship returned from its latest deployment in the U.S. 
Fifth Fleet area of responsibility, which covers the entire 
Persian Gulf, last March. There it supported operations New 

Dawn in Iraq and Enduring Freedom in Afghanistan. 
Operation New Dawn is the operation in Iraq that began the 
U.S. troop withdrawal, which ended Wednesday. 

The Lincoln also is the ship that former U.S. President 
George W. Bush landed a fighter jet on in 2003 to deliver his 
famous "Mission Accomplished" speech, heralding the end of 
major combat operations in Iraq. 

A part of Carrier Strike Group 9, the Lincoln is heading to 
Hawaii, then Guam, with a stop in Thailand, before it drops 
anchor again somewhere in the Persian Gulf. It will return to 
the U.S. in May. 

"The sacrifices they make are extraordinary ... they are 
gone, stuck on a crowded ship for most of the year," Zundel 
said. "We civilians have a pretty cozy life on shore." 

In addition to being a captain, Meenaghan also is a EA-
6B pilot and spent most of his career in the Pacific Northwest, 
at Naval Air Station Whidbey Island, Wash. 

EA-6B Prowlers are used primarily for intelligence 
gathering and disrupting enemy radars. 

A 1982 AHS graduate and 26-year Navy veteran, 
Meenaghan is responsible for all aspects of planning and 
operations for the strike group's eight ships. 

"Life in the Navy," said Meenaghan, in an email he sent 
from the Lincoln. "I do it because this job allows me to make a 
difference for our country and our world. "… It is extremely 
rewarding." 

Ashland native Lt. Dan Metz didn't join the Navy 
immediately after his 1991 AHS graduation. After getting his 
degree from Willamette University, he worked in the Mail 
Tribune advertising department for two years, then in 
advertising and public relations until 2001 in Portland. 

As an aviation supply officer, Metz supports the nine 
aircraft squadrons embarked on Lincoln with the repair parts, 
supplies and logistics they need to maintain mission-capable 
aircraft in support of Operation New Dawn and Enduring 
Freedom. 

Metz has plans to earn a master's degree in business 
administration when the Lincoln returns from deployment. 

Petty Officer 2nd Class Greg Amorelli, a 1996 graduate 
of AHS, is a search and rescue swimmer with one of Lincoln's 
helicopter squadrons. For safety reasons, whenever there are 
aircraft flying from the deck of the Lincoln, rescue helicopters 
always are the first to take off from the ship and last to come 
back. 

Both Metz and Amorelli attended Willamette University; 
Metz graduated in 1995 with a degree in English and political 
science, and Amorelli in 2000 with an art degree. Both were in 
the Kappa Sigma fraternity. 
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Zundel said she had the opportunity to visit with each of 
the AHS alumni and many of the other sailors during her stay. 
"I'll never forget those experiences," she said. 

Zundel said she asked Amorelli about the weirdest thing 
he has ever seen while sailing, and he told her about bio-

luminescent fish in the Persian Gulf that make the entire side 
of the ship glow. "And despite what you may think, they are 
not allowed to fish from the boats in the Navy," Zundel said. 
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26. Lakehurst Navy Officers Help to Provide a Very Happy Holiday 
Joint Base McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst continues annual holiday charity program for 36th year 
(MANCHESTER PATCH 19 DEC 11) ... Nick Malfitano 

Naval personnel from the Joint Base McGuire-Dix-
Lakehurst recently came together to support their annual 
Holiday gift giving program, “The Navy Lakehurst Giving 
Tree”, for its 36th consecutive year. 

When the program started in the 1970s, it originally had 
underprivileged children from local Head-Start programs 
attend a Holiday Party hosted by Santa Claus at the naval 
base’s theater. When the theater was torn down just over two 
decades later, the event continued by instead bringing Santa to 
local schools to deliver gifts. 

“For many of these children, it is the only gift they 
receive during the Holiday Season,” reported Thomas 
Worsdale and Lawrence Lyford, NAVAIR Lakehurst Public 
Affairs Officers at the Joint Base.   

This year, three Head-Start schools in Manchester, Toms 
River and Berkeley were visited by Santa Claus and the sailors 
who helped him load his sleigh. Due to the generosity of the 

Lakehurst civilians, sailors and families, 216 gifts were 
distributed to the children, ranging in age from 3-5. 

“We start collecting gifts shortly after Thanksgiving 
through volunteers who get the word out around Lakehurst,” 
said Worsdale, who acts as program coordinator. “I am 
amazed at the personal generosity displayed each year. The 
quality of the gifts, the care everyone takes in wrapping their 
presents, even the small details like ensuring batteries are 
included for toys clearly demonstrates the commitment and 
pride our employees and sailors take in making this program 
such a long-standing success and tradition.” 

Monique Goncalves, Director of Manchester’s Head-Start 
Program, agreed. “These children and their families really 
appreciate what the people from the base do to make their 
Holidays special and we thank them all for their continued 
care and support,” Goncalves commented. 
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27. Military Divers To Help Clear Undersea Tires In Fort Lauderdale 
(SUN SENTINEL (FL) 19 DEC 11) ... David Fleshler 

Having cleared harbors and assessed dam safety in Iraq, a 
team of military divers is likely to come to Fort Lauderdale to 
work on an environmental mess inflicted on South Florida in 
the 1970s. 

Broward County has requested the return of Army and 
Navy divers to haul up thousands of waste tires that had been 
dumped off Broward County in a failed attempt to create 
artificial reefs. Previous operations brought up about 72,000 
tires before being suspended as divers became busy with the 
war in Iraq, earthquake rescue in Haiti and other missions. 

Army Capt. Tim O'Hara, commander of the 511 Engineer 
Dive Detachment, based at Fort Eustis, Va., said his unit is 
almost certain to return. He has received permission from his 
commanding officer, and now it's just a question of doing the 
paperwork. 

"We have a lot of guys who really want to go back and do 
this," he said. 

An estimated 2 million tires were dropped into the water 
to create artificial reefs, undersea structures that would 
provide habitat for fish, crustaceans, sponges and corals. But 
the plan didn't work. Few marine creatures made their homes 
on the slippery rubber surfaces. Bundled tires broke apart, 
with the tires drifting onto the reefs and killing corals. The 
densest concentration, about 700,000 tires off Hugh Taylor 
Birch State Park, looks like an undersea dump, with an endless 
vista of tires on the ocean floor. 

Army and Navy divers spent two summers retrieving the 
tires as a training operation, at no charge to the county. The 
175-foot Army assault vessel Brandy Station, its .50-caliber 
machine guns safely stowed, served as the base, anchored 

about a mile and a half from the beach, as divers worked in the 
70-foot water. 

Pat Quinn, a biologist with Broward County's Department 
of Environmental Protection and Growth Management, said 
no one expects all 2 million or so tires to be hauled up. The 
most urgent task, he said, is to retrieve the 300,000 tires on the 
western edge of the field, which threaten an adjacent coral 
reef. 

"They're very light in the water, and when storms come 
through they move across the reef and can damage or kill the 
organisms on them," he said. 

He said he has been told odds are excellent the county's 
application would be approved because there are now fewer 
demands on the dive units' time. The divers would arrive in 
the summer of 2013. 

"A lot of their resources are coming back," he said. 
"Things are considerably different now, and that should help 
us out quite a bit." 

The 511 Engineer Dive Detachment consists of 25 
soldiers who underwent strenuous training — including one 
course with an 80 percent attrition rate — in underwater 
construction, underwater welding, search and rescue and other 
activities, O'Hara said. They served previously in Kuwait, 
Qatar and Iraq, securing ports by removing sunken boats and 
other obstacles, checking dam safety and performing what are 
called force protection security swims to ensure safe passage 
for military cargo ships. 

The tire removal work, he said, provides a good 
opportunity to practice salvage techniques and teamwork 
underwater. 
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"We look for real-life work," he said. "There's a lot that 
goes into dive operations. It's a good opportunity to dive in 
deep and train." 

Navy officials could not be reached for comment. 
The tires would be disposed of by the Florida Department 

of Environmental Protection, which would seek bids from tire 

recyclers, power plants and other users, said Jennifer Diaz, 
press secretary for the department. 

Depending on the condition of the tires, they could be 
used to make welcome mats, railroad ties, portable speed 
bumps and other products. Last time the tires went by truck to 
Georgia, where they served as fuel for a paper recycling plant. 
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28. South Kitsap Students To Measure What's Blowing In The Wind  
(KITSAP (WA) SUN 19 DEC 11) ... Angela Dice 

PORT ORCHARD (WASH) — South Kitsap High 
School students will soon get a chance to see whether wind 
turbines are a feasible source of alternative energy in Kitsap 
County. 

Thanks to a recent grant from the Office of Naval 
Research (ONR), the school will construct a turbine 12 feet 
across atop a 45-foot pole. 

The school requested $100,000 over five years, which 
will pay for the turbine and help teachers create a new 
curriculum on alternative energy that they will incorporate 
into advanced placement environmental studies and 
horticulture classes, said Chance Gower with SK's Career and 
Technical Education (CTE) program. The curriculum will be 
shared nationally. 

South Kitsap was the only high school among 12 grant 
recipients, which included universities and corporations. 

ONR awarded grants to programs that boost student 
interest and participation in sciences with the hope of creating 
a bigger pool of scientists and engineers for the Navy's 
workforce. 

The district's CTE director, Thomas Mosby, said the 
district is "ecstatic" about the grant because it will help 
students become more interested in science and engineering as 
well as allow them to explore alternative energy. 

It's a focus area industries are clamoring for. 
"In the near future, we're going to have these wonderful 

green technologies such as wind and solar, but we don't have 
employees to fill those gaps and those needs," Gower said. 

This fall, Capt. Per Provencher of Puget Sound Naval 
Shipyard and Intermediate Maintenance Facility toured the 
school's CTE program. 

As a Navy engineer, he said he's been concerned about 
the nation's comparatively low science and math test scores. 

"We have the right young people ... but for some reason 
those hard sciences have been de-emphasized," he said. 

Navy leaders have been out talking with schools as part of 
a national effort to support the sciences, he said. 

It's a message heard loud by area schools, many of whom 
have program partnerships with PSNS and Keyport's Naval 
Undersea Warfare Center. 

For the past three months, students in SK's AP 
environmental science classes have measured wind speed and 
directions in various spots around the school to determine the 
best site to build the turbine, said teacher Sara Hatfield. 

The wind needs to be strong enough to generate enough 
electricity to power the school's greenhouse, but not so strong 
that it shuts down the turbine. 

The school also has a solar panel on its barn. Once the 
turbine is up, students will measure energy production and 
compare the two. 

"Students have been excited about getting to participate in 
the real-world demonstration," Hatfield said. 

"It's about getting the kids initially excited about the 
science, technology engineering and math and getting them to 
go to that next step," she said. 
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NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
29. American General Returns Military Flag From Iraq To U.S. 
(CNN.COM 20 DEC 11) ... CNN Wire Staff 

The American general who oversaw the withdrawal of 
tens of thousands of troops from Iraq returns to the United 
States on Tuesday, carrying the military flag that flew over the 
Iraqi capital. 

The simple act is a long-standing military tradition that 
signifies the end of a mission. There is little simple, though, 
about this act. 

When Army Gen. Lloyd J. Austin III returns the United 
States Forces-Iraq command flag to U.S. soil, it will mark the 
formal conclusion of the military mission in Iraq. 

Austin, who lowered the command flag in Baghdad last 
week, will be met at Andrews Air Force Base by President 
Barack Obama, according to White House and Pentagon 
officials. 

The return of Austin and the flag will be commemorated 
with a ceremony attended by Obama, Vice President Joe 

Biden and Gen. Martin Dempsey, the Chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, the officials said. 

The U.S. marked the official end of the war last week 
with the "casing of the colors" and a final "tactical road 
march" -- convoy -- out of Iraq to Kuwait. A very small 
number of U.S. troops are still trickling out of the country 
ahead of an end-of-the-year deadline to withdraw. About 150 
soldiers and a large private security force are expected to 
remain behind to protect State Department operations in the 
country. 

"This was one of the most complex logistical 
undertakings in U.S. military history -- 50,000 U.S. troops 
withdrawn seamlessly, dozens of bases closed or handed over, 
millions of pieces of equipment that had to be transferred -- all 
while maintaining security for our forces and the security of 
the Iraqi people," Secretary of Defense Leon Panetta said 
during the ceremony in Baghdad. 



 23

What we're leaving behind in Iraq Leaving Iraq 'a feeling 
of elation' The return of the flag is the formal finale of the 
more than eight year war in Iraq that saw nearly 4,500 U.S. 
military personnel and an untold number of Iraqis killed. 

The departure of U.S. troops from Iraq raise has long 
raised questions about Iraq's stability. 

Just days after the last U.S. convoy made its way out of 
Iraq, political and sectarian tension flared. 

On Monday, Prime Minister Nuri al-Maliki's Shiite-
dominated government accused the country's leading Sunni 
lawmaker of orchestrating bomb attacks against government 
and security officials. 

An investigative committee issued the warrant for al-
Hashimi, saying three of his security guards confessed to 
committing murders on his behalf. 

Al-Hashimi's office did not answer telephone calls from 
CNN late Monday. Government officials told CNN that the 
vice president was believed to be in Iraq's semiautonomous 
Kurdish region for meetings. 

The arrest warrant followed news that Iraqiya, a powerful 
political bloc that draws support largely from Sunni and more 
secular Iraqis, announced it was boycotting Parliament. 

CNN's Dan Merica contributed to this report. 
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30. White House Expected To Name Frank Kendall As Top Pentagon Weapons Buyer 
(THE HILL 19 DEC 11) ... John T. Bennett  

The Obama administration soon will likely ask the Senate 
to remove the acting tag from Frank Kendall’s title and make 
him the Pentagon’s top weapons buyer, defense sources say. 

Kendall has been the acting undersecretary of Defense for 
acquisition, technology and logistics since October, when 
Ashton Carter vacated the post to become the new deputy 
Defense secretary. Kendall had been the top deputy in the 
acquisition shop before Carter's promotion. 

The White House’s coming selection of Kendall is the 
intertwining of a highly qualified candidate and a disinterest in 
a confirmation fight with Senate Republicans, defense insiders 
tell The Hill. 

The list of candidates inside the administration to take 
over the top acquisition, technology and logistics post always 
was a short one. 

Kendall for months has been the front-runner. He has 
been doing the job on an acting basis since taking over for 
Carter, while defense sources say he has impressed his bosses. 

“Kendall is exceptionally well-qualified, with extensive 
service in senior acquisition posts and academic credentials 
spanning business, engineering and the law,” defense insider 
Loren Thompson of the Lexington Institute said. 

“It's hard to imagine a more capable candidate for the 
Pentagon's top weapons purchasing position,” Thompson said. 
“He seems to have spent his whole life preparing for the job.” 

Kendall has held a list of senior Pentagon jobs, and is 
viewed by industry and Congress as a veteran acquisition 
official who has extensive experience working with industry 
on contracts and weapons program management issues. 

He also has been a top vice president for Raytheon, where 
he ran the firm’s engineering division. Kendall also has been a 
consultant for defense manufacturers. 

Those experiences mean he should have clout with 
industry as the Obama administration continues its effort to 
improve the Pentagon’s ties with defense firms. 

Kendall is a West Point graduate and spent a decade in 
the Army. 

Officials also took a close look at Navy Secretary Ray 
Mabus and Sean Stackley, the sea service’s acquisition 
executive, say defense and congressional sources. 

But in recent weeks, all indications are the job is 
Kendall’s to lose, defense sources said. 

“I have not heard any [talk] regarding any other 
candidates for the job,” said one Pentagon and White House 
adviser. 

The next Pentagon buying chief will inherit a number of 
troubled major weapon programs, as well as the defense 
budget cuts on pace to hit $900 billion over a decade. 

One top issue Kendall will inherit on a full-time bases is 
how to remedy new problems with the largest Pentagon 
weapons program ever: the F-35 fighter jet. 

An internal Pentagon report prepared for Kendall’s office 
found new F-35 problems that could spawn further delays and 
cost spikes for the troubled fighter program. 

The internal Defense Department report uncovered 13 
issues that likely will cause new setbacks for the F-35. 

“Five issues were found where major consequence issues 
have been identified, but root cause, corrective action or fix 
effectively are still in development,” states the Pentagon 
report, made public by the Project on Government Oversight 
(POGO). 

Three other issues “were found where potentially major 
consequence discovery is likely pending outcomes of further 
discovery,” the DOD report states. And five more “were found 
where consequence or cost is moderate, but the number of 
moderate issues poses a cumulative concurrency risk.” 

“More problems threaten to exacerbate the already 
spiraling costs of the F-35, which has already been set back by 
years of delays and double-digit cost growth,” said POGO’s 
Nick Schwellenbach, who has reviewed the report. “The F-35 
is the world’s most expensive weapons program, currently 
estimated to cost some $385 billion for development and 
production, and about $1 trillion to maintain and operate F-35 
aircraft over decades. 

“Given that the F-35 is in an early stage of flight testing, 
the QLR team believes it is likely more problems will come to 
light,” Schwellenbach said. 

While models were being purchased from June 2010 to 
November 2011, 725 change requests for the fighter rolled 
into the program office, the DOD report found. 

“Of the 725 change requests that have been at the 
engineering kickoff stage, 577 are still not yet available to 
implement,” the DOD report stated. “These figures are 
indicative of the large volume of change traffic on this 
program and low design maturity.” 

“The QLR team essentially urged the F-35 program to go 
slowly and make production decisions based on how the 
aircraft does in testing," Schwellenbach said. 

Kendall’s predecessor, Carter, pushed F-35 contractor 
Lockheed Martin hard on new contract terms under which the 
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firm would take on more of the burden of additional cost 
breaches. It will be up to Kendall to negotiate future F-35 
contracts. 

And he’ll have to appease some in Congress while doing 
so. 

Senate Armed Services Committee ranking member John 
McCain (R-Ariz.) earlier this month called the program “a 

tragedy.” The Senate’s self-styled maverick also said 
Lockheed has ripped off U.S. taxpayers. 

Two days later, a letter surfaced in which he and panel 
Chairman Carl Levin (D-Mich.) urged Defense Secretary 
Leon Panetta to examine whether the F-35 fighter is safe 
enough for pilots to begin flight training. 

They cited an internal Pentagon report that concluded a 
current version is not safe enough for that testing. 
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31. For USS Monitor Conservators, The Work Gets Personal 
(NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC 19 DEC 11) ... Willie Drye  

In the stormy early morning hours of New Year’s Eve 
1862, the USS Monitor slipped beneath huge waves off Cape 
Hatteras, North Carolina. The ironclad ship that changed naval 
warfare during the American Civil War capsized as it 
descended into the infamous “Graveyard of the Atlantic,” and 
its famous gun turret separated from the hull of the ship. 

The Monitor, which was crammed with innovative 
technology, was being towed from Hampton Roads, Virginia 
to enforce a Union blockade of the Confederate port at 
Beaufort, North Carolina. But a fierce winter storm doomed 
the ship. Most of the Monitor‘s crew escaped and were 
rescued by the USS Rhode Island, which was towing the 
ironclad. 

As the Monitor slipped into the dark depths of the ocean, 
tons of coal from the hull poured into the turret and buried two 
unlucky sailors who hadn’t been able to escape. The turret and 
hull settled upside down on the bottom of the ocean. 

In 2004, Tina Gutshall, a conservator at the Mariners’ 
Museum in Newport News, Virginia, was sifting through coal 
and other debris found in the Monitor‘s turret when portions 
of the iconic ship were raised in 2002. She came across an odd 
chunk of . . . something. 

On a recent afternoon, Gutshall recalled that moment. “I 
thought: I don’t think this is coal,” she said. 

She examined the object more closely, and suddenly a 
realization hit her. She was holding the kneecap of one of the 
sailors who’d been trapped in the turret when the Monitor 
sank on that long-ago stormy night. 

Gutshall froze for a moment as the realization sunk in. “I 
think I feel tied to that person,” she said. “It was a very strong 
moment in my life. I get a little emotional when I think about 
it.” 

The kneecap and other skeletal remains of the sailors 
were sent to the Joint POW/MIA Accounting Command in 
Honolulu, Hawaii. The remains of all unidentified military 
personnel who die in action are sent to JPAC. 

Jeff Johnston, historian for the Monitor National Marine 
Sanctuary, said the fact that the Monitor sailors died almost 
150 years ago doesn’t matter to the pathologists at JPAC. 

“They treat remains like they’re active-day servicemen,” 
Johnston said. “That’s their mandate.” 

Major Ramon Osorio, a spokesman for JPAC, said 
pathologists are working on identifying the Monitor sailors. 

A few tantalizing details about the sailors are known, 
however. From the condition of the remains, pathologists 
determined that one sailor was in his late 30s or early 40s and 

had done hard physical labor. He also was fond of smoking his 
pipe. In fact, he smoked it so often that the pipe stem wore a 
notch between two of his teeth. 

Pathologists couldn’t tell much about the other sailor 
other than he was a young man in his late teens or early 20s. 

Researchers know the names of all 16 sailors who were 
lost when the Monitor sank on December 31, 1862. 
Pathologists have taken DNA samples from the remains found 
in the turret, and that can be used to identify those sailors 
beyond any doubt. But Johnston said the researchers will have 
to match the DNA with descendants of the sailors, and they 
haven’t found any descendants to provide comparison DNA 
samples. 

“Hopefully, people out there will get the word on it,” 
Johnston said. “They need to come forward and provide a 
DNA sample.” 

As Tina Gutshall and other conservators at the Mariners’ 
Museum have sifted through 210 tons of artifacts recovered 
from the Monitor, their interest in their work has gone beyond 
a professional examination of ancient machinery. “What 
touches us, we’re more touched by personal objects,” said 
conservator Elsa Sangouard. 

Buried in the tons of debris, coal and rust, the 
conservators found small personal objects that stirred their 
curiosity and their emotions — buttons, monogrammed 
spoons, small hand tools, a coat. 

Fragments of a silk handkerchief were found next to the 
pelvis of one of the sailors in the turret. Such a dainty item 
isn’t what you’d expect to find in a sailor’s pocket. Sangouard 
and Gutshall think it could have been a present from a wife or 
girlfriend. 

“These are the things that tie you into the project,” 
Gutshall said. 

While there is much that remains unknown about the 
Monitor‘s last moments, at least one old mystery has been 
resolved. Crewman Francis Butts, who escaped the Monitor 
before it sank, wrote a memoir of his experience in 1885. 
Butts claimed that shortly before he left the sinking ship he’d 
stuffed a yowling, annoying cat into the barrel of one of the 
cannons in the turret. 

But a century and a half later, conservators discovered 
that Butts’s story was only colorful fiction. 

“We found no evidence of a cat in either of the gun 
barrels,” said conservator Eric Nordgren. “But we did find 
some fish bones.” 
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32. Congress OKs $10M For Gulf War Illness Research 
(USA TODAY 19 DEC 11) ... Kelly Kennedy  

WASHINGTON — Congress has approved dedicating 
$10 million to research the mysterious Gulf War illness. The 
move ends concerns from veterans’ groups that the money 
would disappear because of budget problems. 

The spending bill passed by the Senate on Saturday and 
signed by President Obama includes the money for specific 
research into the series of ailments suffered by veterans of the 
Persian Gulf War. Originally, money for the research would 
have to come from a larger pot of money that could have been 
spent on other work besides studying Gulf War illness. 

Rep. Dennis Kucinich, D-Ohio, led House efforts to 
restore the money. He told USA Today that sick veterans had 
called from their beds to ask members of Congress to approve 
the funding. 

“When one out of three who served is affected, and when 
some veterans’ maladies are turning into long-term health 
problems like ALS (amyotrophic lateral sclerosis or Lou 
Gehrig’s disease), and when researchers are getting closer 
every single year to finding a treatment with this program, 
there is an urgency,” Kucinich said. “It’s comparatively little 
money that is doing an extraordinary amount of good and is 
the best hope we have for them.” 

About one in four Gulf War veterans have developed 
chronic headaches, widespread pain, memory and 

concentration problems, persistent fatigue, gastrointestinal 
problems, skin abnormalities and mood disturbances, said Sen. 
Bernie Sanders, I-Vt., who also pushed for the funding. 

The possibility of cuts came just as researchers in the 
peer-reviewed Congressionally Directed Medical Research 
Program had begun making progress on possible treatments. 

The research is different because it is not directed by the 
departments of Defense or Veterans Affairs. For years, 
Veterans Affairs focused its research on the mental health 
issues of Gulf War veterans, rather than assuming a physical 
cause, and the Defense Department stopped funding research 
on Gulf War research several years ago. 

Recent research suggests the cause may be the bug sprays, 
anti-nerve-agent pills and sarin gas troops were exposed to, 
and treatments targeting that possibility have shown promise. 
One study funded by the Congressionally Directed Medical 
Research Program showed that coenzyme Q10 appeared to 
relieve some Gulf veterans’ symptoms. 

“It’s reassuring to see that members of Congress of both 
parties remain strongly committed to finding treatments for 
Gulf War illness, as the Institute of Medicine says can still 
likely be done with the right research,” said Jim Binns, 
chairman of the federal Research Advisory Committee on 
Gulf War Veterans’ Illnesses. 
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33. Bill Would Ease Screening Of Troops 
Aim is to 'make their lives a little easier' at airports 
(USA TODAY 20 DEC 11) ... Bart Jansen, USA Today 

Military personnel and possibly even their relatives will 
get a faster route through airport security under legislation 
Congress is expected to approve decisively this week and send 
to President Obama. 

The legislation is the latest government effort to focus 
security screening on the worst threats, under what is called a 
risk-based strategy. Other steps the Transportation Security 
Administration has taken include experiments allowing pilots 
to skirt security lines at some airports and having expedited 
screening for frequent flyers on several airlines. 

Rep. Chip Cravaack, who spent 24 years in the Navy, said 
the idea for the bill came from seeing a veteran "with dust on 
his boots from Afghanistan" at an airport in Minnesota, where 
security officials "basically made him disrobe." 

"Basically, they're treating him like a potential terrorist," 
said Cravaack, R-Minn. "There's got to be a better way." 

The legislation asks the TSA to develop expedited 
screening for members of the military traveling in uniform and 
carrying their orders. The bill specifically seeks to ease the 
screening of combat boots. 

Relatives accompanying a servicemember also would get 
expedited screening "to the extent possible," under the 
legislation. "The least we can do is try to make their lives a 
little easier when they travel around the country they defend," 
said Sen. Kay Bailey Hutchison, R-Texas. 

TSA Administrator John Pistole is striving to ease 
screening for the more trustworthy and focusing on the lesser-
known travelers or those who might pose a security risk. 

TSA policies for the military include not forcing troops to 
remove their boots unless they set off an alarm, giving 
relatives gate passes to accompany troops and expediting 
screening for wounded vets. 

But servicemembers must pack any firearms or other 
weapons in checked luggage, just like other passengers. 

TSA began an experiment Nov. 15 at Monterey Peninsula 
Airport in California to check military identification, as a 
prelude to possible expedited screening. 

"U.S. servicemembers are entrusted to protect citizens 
with their lives and as such, TSA is recognizing that these 
members pose very little risk to security," Pistole told the 
American Association of Airport Executives on Dec. 12. 

Other risk-based experiments include: 
*On Aug. 9, TSA, airlines and a pilots union began a 

program called "Known Crewmember" that now encompasses 
22 airlines at seven airports: Chicago O'Hare, Miami, Seattle, 
Minneapolis, Phoenix, Washington Dulles and Boston. Pilots 
in uniform who present their identification can avoid 
screening machines by entering through special gates. 

*On Oct. 4, TSA created a "Pre-Check" program for 
frequent flyers on Delta and American airlines at airports in 
Atlanta, Detroit, Dallas and Miami. The program expanded 
Dec. 14 to Las Vegas and will begin in early 2012 at Los 
Angeles and Minneapolis. 

Eligible passengers are placed in expedited screening 
lines, where they are allowed to keep their shoes on and their 
laptops in their cases. 
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34. Congress Directs Defense To Use Commercial Data Centers 
(NEXTGOV.COM 19 DEC 11) ... Bob Brewin 

Congress has thrown a roadblock into the Defense 
Department's plans to consolidate many of its data centers into 
facilities operated by the Defense Information Systems 
Agency or the military services. 

In the fiscal 2012 Defense Authorization Act passed last 
week, lawmakers directed Defense Chief Information Officer 
Teri Takai to develop a plan to use commercial cloud 
computing services instead of DISA's. Language tucked into 
the military construction section of the act asked Takai to 
submit a plan by April 1, 2012, for "migration of Defense data 
and government-provided services from department owned 
and operated data centers to cloud computing services 
generally available within the private sector." 

The Pentagon in November announced it had adopted a 
"DISA first" strategy for data center consolidation, which it 
expects to generate $680 million a year in savings starting in 
2015. Defense shuttered 55 data centers at the end of 
September -- three more than planned -- and the Army expects 
to close 185 data centers by 2014. 

In a related development, the authorization act zeroed out 
the Army budget to consolidate its enterprise email with DISA 
until the service examines alternatives. 

The language on use of commercial cloud computing 
services assumes "the private sector provides a better 
capability at a lower cost with the same or greater degree of 
security." 

This April, Takai told a hearing of the House Armed 
Services Subcommittee on Emerging Threats and Capabilities 
that the "paramount" goal of ensuring effective security in a 
cloud computing environment is best achieved through an 
internal, private Defense cloud. Takai added, "there will be 
instances where we [can] use commercial cloud providers... 
[if] they meet our standards." She did not specify what type of 
applications Defense would host on a commercial cloud. 

Bernie Skoch, a retired Air Force brigadier general who 
did a tour at DISA and has extensive security experience, said 
in an email, "once elements of protected information are 
distributed in a cloud, the challenges of protecting that 
information grow... The more places at which you store and 

from which you transmit information the bigger your security 
challenges." 

Skoch added that a switch from Defense to commercial 
data centers carries risks beyond security. Defense will face 
financial and programmatic challenges, he said. In addition, 
migration plans will need to be developed and officials must 
identify vendors with suitable security accreditation. The 
acquisition strategy should include small and women- and 
minority-owned businesses, and funds must be converted so 
they can be spent on services. "Those are not trivial challenges 
in any program, and they are particularly [difficult] when 
secure seamless integration of data is the cornerstone of a 
program," Skoch said. 

Vendors will assure Congress and Defense that they can 
do this as well as DISA, Skoch said. "But few of them 
understand the very real synergy DISA brings in harmonizing 
security, interoperability and best value," he said. "Few people 
truly understand that there remain unique aspects of DISA's 
mission." 

Defense's cloud computing demands could be complex 
for the private sector to grasp, Skoch said. "DISA needs to 
extend its cloud from the Pentagon to the cockpit and the 
foxhole." 

The Army had requested $84.5 million for its DISA 
hosted enterprise email project in 2012, and planned to 
migrate 1.4 million unclassified email accounts and 200,000 
secret email accounts by the end of 2011. 

The authorization act zeroed out that funding, designated 
the Army enterprise email a formal acquisition program under 
the oversight of the Army acquisition executive and directed 
the secretary of the Army to examine other, unspecified 
alternatives. 

The authorization act report said lawmakers were cutting 
funds for the continued migration of Army email users but not 
for the sustainment and maintenance of the accounts of those 
who have already switched over. Lt. Gen. Susan Lawrence, 
the Army CIO, told an AFCEA conference in Washington last 
Thursday that the service already had transferred 300,000 
email users to the new DISA system. 
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OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
35. Aircraft Carrier Fleet Is In Danger 
(RICHMOND TIMES-DISPATCH 18 DEC 11) ... Rob Wittman 

That's just one of the words used to describe the effects of 
the additional $600 billion in cuts set to strike our nation's 
military, resulting from the abject failure of the 12-member 
supercommittee charged with shaping cuts in the federal 
budget as directed by the Budget Control Act. 

The Joint Committee on Deficit Reduction is becoming 
but a memory of another failed initiative in Washington. The 
effects of its failure, however, are enormous and won't soon be 
forgotten. The lack of urgency in Congress is bitterly 
disappointing and, quite frankly, endangers the security of this 
nation. 

Testifying before the House Armed Services Committee 
in November, one of our nation's highest military leaders, 
Chief of Naval Operations Adm. Jonathan W. Greenert, said 

"sequestration" would cause "irreversible damage" to our 
nation's naval forces. 

 The U.S. Navy faces its smallest force since before 
World War I. Sequestration will cause irreparable damage to 
the Navy's manpower and ship force structure. Aging ships in 
the fleet are already on overdue maintenance schedules, 
lacking the appropriate funding levels to conduct life-cycle 
maintenance and modernization work. 

Without changes to sequestration, ships will be taken out 
of service before their scheduled decommissioning. What the 
United States will ultimately sacrifice here is presence and 
power projection. We will not have the assets to effectively 
project power and display a forward-deployed presence in 
regions of the world that demand our attention and oversight. 
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To retain the greatest Navy in the world, we need to 
maintain our fleet capabilities, or we will lose the ability to 
project power in the 21st century and our competitive edge at 
sea and in our industrial base. In order to retain this influence, 
we must increase our investment in shipbuilding, not cut it. 

An iconic symbol of American freedom domestically and 
abroad and a potential item for the sequestration chopping 
block, the aircraft carrier could face detrimental cuts to her 
fleet and capability because of a flawed defense strategy 
driven by looming budget cuts. 

The Navy has 11 nuclear-powered aircraft carriers in her 
fleet. While six remain deployed around the world, supporting 
operations, others are in rotation, utilized for training or 
remain in the shipyard for necessary maintenance. 

In 50 years, the nuclear-powered aircraft carrier has made 
history and shaped the world into what it is today. The USS 
Enterprise (CVN 65), the first of the 11 nuclear-powered 
carriers, has served during Vietnam, the Cold War, the Cuban 
Missile Crisis, Libya, Desert Shield/Storm, Bosnia, Operation 
Iraqi Freedom and Operation Enduring Freedom. 

The aircraft carrier also symbolizes the industrial engine 
within the United States that will sputter if sequestration 
remains in its current form. 

The construction of these great ships is supported through 
business and industry spanning 50 states and built by our 
greatest asset: the American people. They are designed, 
manufactured and engineered by the most skilled American 
tradesmen and craftsmen in our entire industrial work force. 

Some of the most skilled workers in the shipyard train for 
seven years to attain the proficiency necessary to build these 
nuclear-powered carriers. These carriers take five years to 
build, and if we do not move without interruption from 
completing one and beginning construction on the next, the 
American work force cannot be maintained. The shipbuilding 

industrial base — those skilled workers — cannot stop and 
start work. 

The men and women who build our ships will go to the 
back of an already long unemployment line, and those critical 
skills, that knowledge base and experience, will be lost as they 
seek employment elsewhere. That is not simply American job 
loss. It is a loss of critical national security capability. 

Every aircraft carrier represents peace, prosperity, 
leadership and democracy, while standing ready and fully 
capable of being an instrument of warfare. 

Since World War II, each crisis that threatened the 
national security interests of the United States has shown the 
need for an aircraft carrier to transport our men and women 
serving to protect freedom around the globe. 

The American aircraft carrier is the pinnacle of industrial 
engineering, ingenuity and genius; where mechanical, nuclear, 
aerospace and electrical engineering converge with naval 
architecture to form a magnificent 100,000-ton, 1,092-foot-
long piece of America. 

All this hard work by Americans — the years of 
designing, building, manufacturing and training — must not 
become a forgotten trade. 

The super committee chose failure over making tough 
choices for the greater good of this country. Sequestration cuts 
threaten our national security capability to defend our nation 
and respond to conflict in the 21st century. Failure is an 
outcome we must not and cannot accept. 

Rep. Rob Wittman, a Republican who represents 
Virginia's 1st District in the U.S. House, is chairman of the 
Armed Services Subcommittee on Oversight and 
Investigations and co-chairman of the Congressional 
Shipbuilding Caucus.  

Contact the congressman at Wittman.house.gov.  
This column first appeared in Roll Call. 
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36. A Two-Ocean Navy No More? 
With U.S. naval leaders more choosy amid fiscal austerity, a two-ocean strategy may be a luxury the U.S. can 
no longer afford. What does it mean for the Pacific? 
(THE DIPLOMAT 19 DEC 11) ... James R. Holmes 

A couple of weeks back, my first ship (briefly, from long, 
long ago), the aircraft carrier USS Carl Vinson – last seen 
hosting an NCAA basketball game on its flight deck in honor 
of Veterans’ Day, with the First Family in attendance – 
deployed overseas for seven months. It did so only five 
months after returning from its last seven-month cruise. Navy 
officials depicted the quick turnaround as part of the service’s 
“Fleet Response Plan” scheme designed to place more of the 
fleet at regional commanders’ disposal. Around a third of the 
U.S. Navy is fully combat-ready at any given time. The plan’s 
goal is to boost that to two-thirds. 

Uh-oh. That sounds nice, but the devil’s in the details. At 
its inception back in 2004, the Navy portrayed the Fleet 
Response Plan as a temporary expedient, a way to surge 
additional combat power in times of trouble. In atypical times, 
in other words. The Navy flexed the new arrangement that 
year. Seven of the Navy’s 11 carrier strike groups took to the 
world’s oceans during Operation “Summer Pulse.” Summer 
Pulse constituted an impressive display of operational 
readiness. But even the maneuver’s title – referring to a 

“pulse” – indicated that such deployments were never meant 
to become routine. 

This is a distinction with a difference. A hoary yet sound 
maxim holds that the Navy needs three hulls to keep one on 
foreign station. Under the standard rotation, a ship deploys for 
six months, undergoes six months of rest and major overhaul 
afterward, and then launches into six months of work-ups 
culminating in its next cruise. Lather, rinse, repeat. That’s a 
sustainable operating rhythm. It upholds operational readiness 
while keeping wear-and-tear on hardware to manageable 
levels and letting sailors, marines, and their families live 
bearable lives. The third of the fleet working up for 
deployment can absorb occasional short-term surges, as the 
Fleet Response Plan (as originally conceived) envisioned. 

The Carl Vinson’s recent history indicates that this system 
is under stress. Upkeep, training, and crew R&R were 
crammed into less than half the time normally allotted, while 
the forward deployments bracketing that abbreviated down-
time exceeded the usual length. At 284 ships – the fewest in 
raw numerical terms since before the First World War – the 
U.S. Navy fleet may simply be doing too much. The 
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submarine force, for example, already fulfills only 50 to 60 
percent of customers’ – i.e., regional combatant commanders’ 
– demand for its services. The story is largely the same in the 
surface and aviation communities. Ever-increasing demands 
on finite means generate a helter-skelter operating tempo. 
Ultimately, the demand may outpace available ships, aircraft, 
and human capital, wearing out materiel before its time while 
driving down recruitment and reenlistment rates. The quality 
of the fleet – measured not only in equipment readiness but in 
human standards of seamanship and tactical acumen – will 
suffer. 

The chances of boosting the size of the fleet appear slim 
in austere fiscal times. It’s more likely to dwindle further. If it 
does, missions may have to contract with it to restore some 
equilibrium to fleet operations. Indeed, one gets the sense that 
the Navy’s “two-ocean strategy” of the past seven decades is 
being repealed – if not by conscious choice, then by dint of 
heavy demand, soaring shipbuilding costs, and the resultant 
downward pressure on the fleet’s size. Congress and the 
Franklin Roosevelt administration passed the “Two Ocean 
Navy Act” in 1940 in order to confront two hostile sea 
powers, Imperial Japan and Nazi Germany. In effect, the 

United States built a second navy so it could keep one self-
sufficient battle fleet in the Atlantic Ocean and another in the 
Pacific. FDR & co. inaugurated a strategic approach that 
endures to this day yet looks increasingly perishable. 

If the United States can no longer afford two navies, it 
may have to resurrect an older tradition for managing 
commitments, assets, and risk. Naval historian Alfred Thayer 
Mahan was a founding father of this tradition. Writing a 
century ago, before successive world wars and a Cold War 
impelled the United States to construct a “navy second to 
none,” Capt. Mahan urged Washington to base its naval 
strategy on a “one-power standard.” British history was his 
guide. During its imperial heyday, Great Britain sized its 
Royal Navy by a “two-power standard.” That is, it maintained 
a navy equivalent to the next two strongest navies combined. 
It did so lest powerful rivals combine forces, as they had in 
past conflagrations such as the War of American 
Independence and the Napoleonic Wars. British commanders 
trusted to superior seamanship and gunnery to make the 
difference in encounters with the likes of the French and 
Spanish navies. 
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BBLLOOGGSS::  
37. EXCERPTS FROM BLOGS AROUND THE WORLD  
(PUBLISHED 16-19 DEC 11) 

 
Happy Holidays From The Navy Surgeon General by 

Vice Adm. Matthew Nathan, U.S. Navy Surgeon General 
And Chief, Bureau of Medicine and Surgery from DoD 
Live, December 19 

The holiday season is upon us and it is a time to reflect 
and give thanks. I’d personally like to thank each and every 
member of the Navy Medicine family and your loved ones for 
your continued service and sacrifice. 

It is because of you that we are able to meet our missions 
worldwide and continue to provide the very best in patient- 
and family-centered care on land, in the air, and at sea—from 
the deck plate to the battlefield.  However during this joyous 
season, let us not forget our colleagues who are not present 
here with us today as they are currently serving in harm’s way 
around the globe. 

With several challenging and diverse operations in theater 
and around the world, from the Pacific to Africa to South 
America, we need to remember and keep in our thoughts the 
many colleagues of ours who will be spending the holidays 
away from their families and friends.  Separations at this time 
of year are particularly difficult, however the work they are 
doing, and that each of you do daily, is critical to providing 
conditions of stability and security in many parts of the world 
that previously had none. 

As this is a time of hope and reflection, it is also 
important to remember those of our family who have made so 
many sacrifices in these long years of conflict.  Many people 
don’t realize the contribution and impact that our personnel 
make in our ongoing missions and the sacrifices of the brave 
men and women of Navy Medicine.  More than half of Navy 
personnel wounded in action and nearly one-third of those 
killed in action during these conflicts have been Navy 

Medicine, whether our corpsmen with the Marines or other 
medical personnel. 

These are more than statistics.  They are our comrades, 
our friends, and our family.  They stood up when called and 
stepped up when needed. Please, at this holiday time, whether 
with family, friends, or standing the watch at home or 
deployed, I ask we never forget them or their families. 

I want thank you for your tremendous efforts throughout 
this past year. Navy Medicine has accomplished much through 
the year and I’d like to take a moment to remember: 

We supported direct support combat operations in two 
ongoing operations.  

We provided world-class care to our patients and their 
families around the world.  

We were key players in the execution of our nation’s 
Maritime Strategy through our key role in humanitarian 
assistance missions during Operation Tomodachi and other 
places around the world which help bolster global partnerships 
and overall stability  

In essence we have provided “World Class Health 
Care…Anytime, Anywhere”. We should all be proud of what 
we have accomplished as a team throughout 2011, but many 
challenges and opportunities abound.  I look forward to 
tackling each of them with you all in the new year and beyond. 

I wish you all a happy and safe holiday season and I’ll see 
you next year! 

 
Passages and Remembrance by Capt. Bruce Meneley 

from Navy Medicine Live, December 15 
(Capt. Bruce Meneley is commanding officer, NATO 

Role 3 Multinational Medical Unit, Kandahar, Afghanistan.) 
The Role 3 staff members have maintained an amazing 

survival rate for incoming U.S. casualties since we arrived in 
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August. There is a 100% survival rate for those arriving with a 
pulse.  We have also literally brought back several from the 
dead, arriving in full arrest with cardiopulmonary resuscitation 
in progress, through heroic and extraordinary efforts by the 
trauma teams.  However, sometimes troops have sustained 
injuries that are incompatible with survival, often only 
determined after the staff have expended every effort and 
poured their hearts and souls into saving them. It becomes 
very personal. 

If a person doesn’t survive, a guard is posted and they are 
covered with a flag. The deceased is then escorted by the 
chaplain out a back passageway. During this process, the staff 
gathers in this passage to pay their final respects and to 
reconcile their feelings.  

Members of the person’s unit join us, some on gurneys or 
in wheelchairs who have been injured in the same incident. 
Between saluting ranks the chaplain says a few departing 
words. We learn their names and sometimes where they are 
from. We recognize their sacrifices and our efforts to save 
them. 

Then three bells sound. “Ding.  Ding.  Ding.”  “Warrior, 
departing.” 

They are then escorted through the doors. 
Recently we received a gift from a woman who, after 

suddenly losing her brother, painted a picture of an angel that 
brought her peace. 

After reading a series of articles in the Virginia Pilot (A 
Chance in Hell, http://hamptonroads.com/achanceinhell) she 
felt compelled to send the picture to us in the hope it might 
provide some peace for us as well. On unrolling the first thing 
we noticed was the Purple Heart. There was no question where 
this would go. The SeaBees were asked to frame the picture 
and took the project to heart producing a frame inlaid with 
Purple Heart wood along with a framed poem and a banner 
“Fallen Angels” across the top, unveiled on December 7th. 

This angel now gazes upon our departing “fallen angels.”  
During this holiday season we remember and honor our 

national heroes, our fallen angels.  Although separated from 
our families we feel privileged to be taking care of our 
wounded, recognizing their sacrifices, honoring their service 
and sending them back to their families.  We hope you 
remember and honor them too. 

 
Enlisted Leaders Call for Better Financial Education 

by Elaine Sanchez from Family Matters (American Forces 
Press Service), December 15 

I attended a financial fitness forum earlier this week that 
brought together representatives from the military and 
financial institutions to discuss how they can better financially 
empower and educate troops and their families. 

Senior enlisted leaders from each service were invited to 
join a panel to speak about what they see as the greatest 
financial pitfalls for service members and their families and to 
offer input on how the government and private sectors can 
help. 

As the leaders spoke, it became clear to me that while 
each service is separate and distinct, the financial issues are 
not. 

Troops and their families, they said, face the same 
challenges as most Americans: getting by in a tough economy, 

housing market struggles and personal financial management 
issues. 

Frequent moves and deployments can result in troubling 
housing issues for service members, noted Army Sgt. Maj. 
Thomas S. Gills, sergeant major to the Army Deputy Chief of 
Staff, G1. 

If they’re deployed or get orders to move and can’t sell 
their house, they typically rent it out. But that can be a 
nightmare, he said, if a troop is deployed or is living too far 
away to keep an eye on the property. “That’s gnawing away at 
you and at the same time we have very high standards and 
expectations for our soldiers, noncommissioned officers and 
leaders,” he said. 

Navy Command Master Chief Scott Fleming, executive 
assistant to the master chief petty officer of the Navy, noted 
the proliferation of used car lots, payday lenders and pawn 
shops outside the gates of many military installations. People 
assume everyone knows that some of these businesses may be 
shady, he said, “but does that knowledge really exist?” 

Technology now offers questionable lenders a way to also 
reach inside the gate. It’s all-too easy to find financial deals, as 
well as outright scams, on the Internet, said Air Force Chief 
Master Sgt. Robert L. Frank, special assistant to the chief 
master sergeant of the Air Force. 

The leaders all called for better financial education and 
information that’s tailored to a young generation. “Sitting in 
an auditorium and getting death by PowerPoint doesn’t work 
with today’s soldiers, Sailors, airmen and Marines,” Sgt. Maj. 
of the Marine Corps Micheal P. Barrett said. 

And it’s got to be information that makes sense rather 
than a flood of overwhelming information, said Master Chief 
Petty Officer of the Coast Guard Michael P. Leavitt. Finding 
ways to reach troops and their families will require leadership 
at all levels, he added. 

At the same time, the military needs to keep in mind the 
older service member who isn’t confronting issues such as 
purchasing a first car or home, said Air Force Chief Master 
Sgt. Denise Jelinski-Hall, National Guard Bureau’s senior 
enlisted leader. “We also have to take into consideration that 
service member that is perhaps providing for an elderly parent 
or grandparent,” she said. The Guard has instituted programs 
to help, but there’s “always more that we can do.” 

The leaders expressed their gratitude that forums such as 
this one are spotlighting the importance of financial education 
and awareness. 

The military welcomes all the help it can get regarding 
financial issues, Gills said. “Our young men and women ... -- 
deployed, redeployed and deployed again -- shouldn’t have to 
worry about how they’re going to pay their bills and put food 
on the table for their families.” 

If you’re looking to become more financially fit, contact 
Military OneSource or your installation financial advisor. 

 
You Can’t Lead Through Text Messages by Scott 

Eblin in The Next Level (Business Management Daily) 
December 19 

Last Thursday night, I had the opportunity to moderate a 
panel discussion on leadership at a celebratory dinner for 
Eagle Scouts past and present.  The panelists were all 
accomplished people and had a lot of interesting reflections 
and insights to share. 
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One comment from the dinner that I’ve kept thinking 
about came from retired Rear Admiral John Butler who’s now 
an executive with Lockheed Martin. The last question I asked 
the panel was, “What do you think has changed in the practice 
of leadership over the past 10 years? What changes do you 
predict in how leadership will be practiced in the next ten 
years?” 

Looking back at the past ten years, Butler has noticed the 
emergence of what he calls a “kinder, gentler” approach to 
leadership. His recollection of the 1980’s and 90’s was that it 
wasn’t uncommon for leadership to be about how loud you 
could yell and how close you could get to somebody’s face 
while you were doing it. He’s noticed that the practice of 
leadership has become much more collaborative over the past 
ten years and believes that’s a good thing. (See Tom 
Friedman’s recent column in the New York Times for a 
similar point of view.) 

Looking ahead to the next ten years, Butler is concerned 
about a lack of human connection in the practice of leadership. 
While text messaging is the preferred form of communication 
for millennials (replacing the email that Gen X and Baby 
Boomers have preferred), it’s not a great leadership tool. As 
Butler said, you’re not going to convince a young soldier to 
lead a dangerous assault through a text message. Or, for that 
matter, you’re not going to get a team fired up and committed 
to do something challenging at work through a text either. 
Leadership in both situations requires voice if not face. To do 
difficult things, followers need to hear and, preferably, see the 
credibility and commitment that their leader is bringing to the 
table. 

If I were to sum up the Admiral’s points on his look back 
and look ahead about leadership, the common denominator is 
connection.  The practice of leadership is evolving from the 
top down, do it because I tell you to do it model to an 
approach that engages followers (collaborators may be a better 
word) mentally and emotionally. You can’t do that through a 
text message. 

 
In the Future, Drones Will Have to Do More Than Spy 

and Shoot by Eric Beidel from National Defense, 
December 19 

Eventually it may become passé to call drones the “eyes 
in the skies” for ground troops, if only because they will be 
called on to do so much more than the reconnaissance 
missions that so far have been their forte.  

Efforts continue to outfit more unmanned aircraft systems 
with weapons. And the day is coming when UAS will carry 
cargo and people in and out of war zones, officials said Dec. 
16 at an Army Aviation Association of America conference in 
Arlington, Va. 

Experts have questioned how useful remotely piloted 
aircraft will be once the United States leaves Iraq and 
Afghanistan, where the machines have had free rein of the 
skies. Officials acknowledge that they don’t know how 
effective these systems will be against adversaries with 
sophisticated air defenses and drones of their own. 

But concerns about future enemies hasn’t stopped the 
U.S. military from buying more drones. The Army continues 
to purchase small aircraft at the request of soldiers in 
Afghanistan. The demand has the service putting the final 

touches on requirements for an entire family of UAS that can 
be launched by hand. 

The military’s use of unmanned aircraft systems is not 
expected to slow down, despite FAA restrictions that limit 
training at home in the national airspace. 

Expected budget cuts just means that the military will 
have to figure out how to do more with the drones it already 
has. 

“There will be fewer reasons to send a manned [aircraft] 
out there,” said Rusty Weiger, deputy program executive 
officer for Army aviation. 

Unmanned aircraft already perform intelligence, 
surveillance, reconnaissance and communications functions. 
The larger ones also have been used to fire weapons at 
insurgents and terrorists. Now weapons are being made lighter 
so they can be launched from smaller UAS. 

The Marine Corps has made the decision to arm the 
Shadow drone, which can carry munitions that weigh 25 
pounds or less. The Army also must take a harder look at 
doing the same, said Col. Robert Sova, Army Training and 
Doctrine Command capabilities manager for UAS. 

It is not a stretch to say that unmanned aircraft will take 
over many functions now carried out by manned helicopters, 
the colonel said. 

“We may not like it because we don’t understand it, but 
there are things a Shadow can do that an Apache can’t do and 
a Kiowa can’t do,” he said. 

Eventually, UAS will perform both assault and medical 
evacuation missions, albeit after thorough moral and ethical 
discussions, Sova said. 

“If it’s a life or death situation ... what does it matter if 
there’s somebody sitting in the cockpit operating it? Because 
there is somebody operating it. It is manned, it just doesn’t 
happen to be on the same platform,” he said. 

“The next generation … will have the culture that allows 
them to feel comfortable more with the arming and the 
weaponized and firing off of unmanned [aircraft],” Weiger 
said. “It takes a while to grow into some of these things. 
Unmanned cargo hasn’t even started yet. There are things we 
can grow into that haven’t even started.” 

Based on soldier feedback, it is clear that there are more 
ways in which UAS could be used in combat, Weiger said. 

“There are so many good ideas and so many different 
things we could be chasing, you’ve got to keep it scoped as to 
what gets the most bang for the buck,” he said. 

Unmanned aircraft are not changing “the way we fight,” 
Sova said. “They’ve changed it.” 

 
“Battleship” Redux B Joshua Stewart in Scoop Deck, 

December 16 
If you can’t wait six more months to see it in theaters, 

there’s a new trailer for “Battleship.” 
We’ve written about this flick before, but this new 

preview includes near non-stop shoot’em-up action against 
bug-like aliens and their cyborg technology. 

And one more thing, this movie is obviously pushing 
some sort of agenda… just look at all those command ball 
caps with NWUs! 

Anyway, enough with the chatter, just click play. 
View clip RT 2:31 
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Game of Honor by Alexander Martin from US Naval 
Institute December 19 

This year I attended the Army-Navy game for the first 
time since having graduated.  I secured Club Level seating (or 
standing, as it were) to calm my post-traumatic-midshipman-
memory-response; the promise of central heating, leather 
couches and reuniting with old shipmates over a steady flow 
of spirits seemed a more comfortable homecoming than 
braving the elements with the masses.  One day I’ll be married 
with kids, I told myself as I completed my decadent, self-
interested Club Level transaction, and then I’ll return to the 
cold.  To the stands.  To the game the way it was meant to be 
enjoyed…drunk on emotion and pride with my fellow 
Americans. And cold. 

This morning a banner on the Naval Institute’s website 
caught my eye and took me to a preview of the must-watch 
documentary of the season.  It will be airing this Wednesday, 
December 21st on Showtime.  I recommend it to everyone 
who would like to know (or be reminded) why the Army-
Navy game is indeed, a Game of Honor. 

View clip RT 3:05 
 
Gen. Dempsey Announces Study On Military 

Retirement Reforms Forthcoming by John T. Bennett 
from DEFCON Hill: The Hill’s Defense Blog , December 
19 

Senior U.S. military leaders soon will commission a 
sweeping study aimed at paring skyrocketing retirement costs, 
and it might be ordered by the commander in chief. 

Joint Chiefs Chairman Gen. Martin Dempsey told troops 
during a town-hall meeting at Germany's Ramstein Air Force 
Base that military retirement and benefits reform has been 
“pushed to the side of the table” as officials implement a first 
round of budget cuts. 

That means Pentagon officials have been able to 
implement the first tranche of a $350 billion, 10-year budget 
cut without making changes to the military’s retirement and 
benefits system. The Pentagon says that will equal up to a 
$490 billion cut to planned spending. 

But, the chairman said, “it’s still on the table.” 
He announced Pentagon officials soon will launch the 

sweeping study of the retirement system, saying: “The 
president may even be the one who commissions [it].” 

That would give its findings and recommendations more 
strength, which might be needed because military 
compensation programs long have been considered too much 
of a political hot potato. And that means substantial changes 
will be difficult, even with a White House-commissioned 
review. 

But changes are likely. Work done in 2010 by the 
Defense Business Board, which reports directly to the Defense 
secretary, found the Defense Department spends $46 billion 
annually on retirement pay. That figure excludes military 
retiree healthcare costs. 

The military must bring those costs “under control,” 
Dempsey said. 

The chairman said existing personnel and retirees already 
receiving benefits would be “grandfathered in” to any revised 
system. But that came with a caveat, with Dempsey telling the 
troops that if the “bottom falls out” of the U.S. economy, 
officials might have to re-think that provision. 

Budget cuts will force the military to get smaller, but 
those personnel cuts will not be “dramatic.” 

The impact of the first tranche of cuts will not be “as bad” 
as some news accounts make out, Dempsey said. For instance, 
he urged the troops against believing new cost growth in the 
F-35 program would mean officials are considering “lopping it 
off.” 

“We need a fifth-generation fighter,” Dempsey said. 
In the meantime, the chairman made clear he is engaging 

on an issue that had the attention of his predecessor, Adm. 
Michael Mullen: the staggering unemployment rate of military 
veterans, which exceeds the national average. 

Military officials must begin thinking about troops’ 
ability to transition back into civilian life as soon as an 
individual becomes a part of the armed forces, Dempsey said. 
Uniformed officials must identify skills that troops can use to 
“build a resume” that will help them gain employment after 
they have left the military, he said. 

 
OSD: No New Unmanned Aircraft Programs On The 

Horizon  by Stew Magnuson from National Defense 
Magazine, December 16 

For the past decade, unmanned aerial vehicle 
manufacturers have enjoyed boom times. Thousands of UAVs 
— big and small — were rushed into the field to meet the 
insatiable demand for overhead intelligence in Iraq and 
Afghanistan. 

Those days are over, said Dyke Weatherington, deputy 
director of the unmanned warfare directorate at the office of 
the undersecretary of defense for acquisition, technology and 
logistics. 

“I do think the preponderance of what we see in the near 
future is improvements to current capabilities rather than a 
whole lot of new programs,” he said Dec. 15 at an Army 
Aviation Association of America conference in Arlington, Va.  

“Let’s take what we have today and make it as good as it 
can be,” he said. 

The drumbeat out of the office of the secretary of defense 
has been “make it cost-effective.” Weatherington repeated a 
mantra that OSD officials have been telling the services and 
industry for months. New systems must be designed for 
affordability from the ground up. Not only should the upfront 
costs be taken into account, but the price of manpower, 
logistics and maintainability need to be considered as well. 

“We need to make sure that we work hard in getting that 
right upfront because the impacts long term can be very 
large,” he said. 

The problem for UAVs is that they were fielded rapidly 
with little regard for their logistical tail. For example, Air 
Force officials complained at the Milcom conference in 
Baltimore recently that unpiloted aircraft proliferated with 
little regard for how much radio spectrum they use up. The Air 
Force must purchase bandwidth needed to pipe live streaming 
video from war zones back to bases in the United States. That 
comes from the spot commercial satellite communications 
market, and isn’t cheap.  

However, with no big UAV programs on the horizon, the 
“design for affordability” mantra is, for the time being, a moot 
point.  

“The challenge is as we go forward, and the threat 
continues to adapt, is … how do we modify these systems to 
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get the most efficient capability out of them at the least 
investment?” Weatherington asked.  

The operation of ground systems that keep track of the 
aircraft is one of the “low-hanging fruit” where the services 
can look for savings, he said.  

There are also opportunities for industry to help the 
military with one of its biggest problems: integrating its UAVs 
into U.S. airspace. The military must work with the Federal 
Aviation Administration to fly aircraft for training purposes in 
national airspace as units return to the United States. Military 
unmanned aircraft must be able to “sense and avoid” other 
aircraft or obstacles. The FAA wants to be sure that UAVs are 
safe. 

The Army is investing in ground-based technologies that 
can track UAVs as they fly. The Navy and Air Force are 
taking the lead on sense-and-avoid systems that are placed 
aboard aircraft. 

There are other possibilities for manufacturers. Col. 
Robert Sova, Training and Doctrine Command capabilities 
manager for unmanned aerial systems, said his organization is 
completing a study on requirements for micro-UAVs. These 

are generally defined as aircraft that can be carried by an 
infantryman. 

The Army is also looking at the potential use of vertical 
take-off and landing unmanned aerial vehicles. In response to 
urgent requests from battlefield commanders, it is sending 
unmanned helicopters to Afghanistan this summer. 

However, Army aviation officials in the past have 
expressed concerns about large VTOLs for just the reasons 
Weatherington mentioned: rotary-wing aircraft are generally 
more expensive to fly and maintain than fixed-wing aircraft. 

Left unsaid at the conference was the potential market for 
stealthy spy UAVs such as the one that was apparently lost in 
Iranian territory recently. One of the knocks against unpiloted 
aircraft that were rapidly fielded over the last 10 years has 
been survivability. They are easy for any nation with even 
antiquated air-defense systems to shoot down. They were free 
to operate in Iraq and Afghanistan, but that will not always be 
the case. 

Weatherington was asked point blank if he could tell the 
audience what happened to the UAV in Iran and what was 
lost. 

"No, I can’t,” he replied. 
Return to Index 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Navy Secretary Visits Troops Downrange 
(PENTAGON CHANNEL 20 DEC 11) 

Ray Mabus travels around Afghanistan to personally deliver cheer to troops for the holidays. 
 

2. USS John C. Stennis Launches Navy's Final Air Mission Over Iraq  
 (NAVY NEWS SERVICE 20 DEC 11) ... USS John C. Stennis Public Affairs 

USS JOHN C. STENNIS, At Sea -- John C. Stennis Carrier Strike Group (JCS CSG) and embarked Carrier Air Wing (CVW) 9 
launched the Navy's final air sortie over Iraq Dec. 18, effectively ending naval support for Operation New Dawn. 

 

CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
3. USS Oak Hill To Return Tomorrow 
(NEWS CHANNEL 3 WTKR 20 DEC 11) 

Tomorrow, over 300 Sailors, Marines, Soldiers, Airmen and Coast Guardsman aboard the USS Oak Hill will return to the Joint 
Expeditionary Base Little Creek-Fort Story. 

 
4. USS Pearl Harbor, USS New Orleans Underway Following Cambodian MAREX 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 20 DEC 11) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Jason Behnke, Amphibious Squadron 5 Public 
Affairs 

USS PEARL HARBOR, At Sea -- The amphibious dock landing ship USS Pearl Harbor (LSD 52) and the amphibious transport 
dock USS New Orleans (LPD 18), along with embarked Marines from the 11th Marine Expeditionary Unit (MEU), got underway 
Dec. 19 following completion of Marine Exercise 2012 (MAREX 12) in Cambodia. 

 
5. Hope Hodge Reporter Notebook – USS Iwo Jima - Day 2 
(JACKSONVILLE (FL) DAILY NEWS 20 DEC 11) ... Hope Hodge 

Spending the night on a ship is an adventure. My berthing area fits six beds —two triple-bunks — in a tiny, shallow space that 
makes sitting up suddenly a real danger. As it turns out (I should have known) I get a top bunk. 

 
6. Makin Island Sailors And Marines Support 'Women At Sea' Program 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 20 DEC 11) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Sarah Murphy, USS Makin Island Public Affairs 

USS MAKIN ISLAND, At Sea -- Female Sailors and Marines aboard the amphibious assault ship USS Makin Island (LHD 8) 
took part in a quarterly "Women at Sea" meeting Dec. 18, to talk about the unique challenges women face serving aboard a U.S. Navy 
vessel. 

 
7. Healing Hurts For Marine After Return From War 
(SAN DIEGO UNION TRIBUNE 20 DEC 11) ... Gretel C. Kovach 

Sgt. Collin Raaz sits in a dimly lit physical therapy room on a September morning, gripping a six-pound weight in each hand. His 
thighs are scored with scars from the explosion, the many surgeries that followed and skin grafts. 

 

GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
8. South China Sea Disputes Top Regional Security Concerns 
(VOICE OF AMERICA 20 DEC 11) ... Brian Padden 

In the last year, territorial disputes in the oil rich South China Sea topped the list of security concerns in Southeast Asia. Our 
correspondent in Jakarta looks back at how a number of confrontational incidents at sea increased regional tensions, prompted a major 
diplomatic initiative and a renewed commitment by the United States to increase its military presence in Asia. 
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9. China Beefing Up Military Presence In Indian Ocean 
(AGENCE FRANCE PRESSE 20 DEC 11) ... Aude Genet 

Little by little China is forming military links in Africa and in the Indian Ocean in order, experts say, to protect Beijing's 
economic interests in the region. 

 
10. Northrop’s Sale Of Global Hawk Spy Drones To South Korea Stalls 
(BLOOMBERG 20 DEC 11) ... Tony Capaccio 

The sale of as many as four Northrop Grumman Corp. (NOC) Global Hawk drones to help improve South Korea’s reconnaissance 
capability may have stalled.  

 
11. Lockheed Takes Aim At South Korea For JSF 
(AOL DEFENSE 20 DEC 11) ... Carlo Munoz   

WASHINGTON -- A day after locking in Japan as the next the F-35 Joint Strike Fighter partner nation, Defense giant Lockheed 
Martin is setting its sights on South Korea.  

 
12. Boeing, Loser In Japan, Eyes More Fighter Contests 
Company seen benefiting should F-35 stumble. Budget cuts to bring new reality. 
(REUTERS 21 DEC 11) ... Andrea Shalal-Esa and Karen Jacobs 

Losing a big Japanese order to Lockheed Martin Corp. was clearly a disappointment for Boeing Co, but a $29.4 billion order from 
Saudi Arabia for F-15 fighter jets and several other competitions will keep the company in the fighter business for now. 

 
13. Navy’s Grand Show Of Strength, Made In India 
At spectacle, many ships from Calcutta 
(THE TELEGRAPH (INDIA) 21 DEC 11) ... Sujan Dutta 

MUMBAI -- Squadrons of naval aircraft flew over ranks of warships and submarines this morning in waters off this city that 
desperately seeks assurance on its coast  

 
14. Syrian Air Force, Navy On Manoeuvres Against 'Aggression' 
(THE DAILY STAR (LEBANON) 20 DEC 11) 

NICOSIA, Cyprus -- The Syrian navy and air force conducted live-fire manoeuvres on Tuesday to test their preparedness to 
repulse "any aggression against the homeland," the official SANA news agency reported. 

 
15. Israel To Hold Its Largest Missile Defense Exercise Ever With US 
(JERUSALEM POST 21 DEC 11) ... Yaakov Katz 

Israel is moving forward with plans to hold the largest-ever missile defense exercise in its history this spring amid Iranian efforts 
to obtain nuclear weapons. 

 
16. Navy Gets New Arctic Transport Vessel 
The Zvezdochka yard in Severodvinsk starts the construction of a vessel designed for Arctic transportation of 
military hardware. 
(BARENTS OBSERVER (NORWAY) 21 DEC 11) 

The Zvezdochka yard on the 20 December officially started the construction of the ”Akademik Kovalyov”, a military transport 
vessel of the 20180TV-class. The 107 meter long ship will be built to resist the harsh ice conditions of the Arctic, the yard informs in a 
press release. 

 

PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
17. Los Angeles-Based Recruiters Go Wireless 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 20 DEC 11) ... Chief Mass Communication Specialist Anthony Briggs Jr. 

LOS ANGELES -- Navy Recruiting District Los Angeles completed the initial roll out of the Mobile Recruiting Initiative (MRI) 
for its stateside stations Dec. 19. 

 
18. Entering The Navy Following A Different Kind Of Boot Camp 
(BAY NET (MD) 20 DEC 11) 

For six College of Southern Maryland students who completed one of the college’s non-credit programs for the trades, it is 
smooth sailing into an apprenticeship program with the Navy.  
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19. Study Will Test Neck Injections To Combat PTSD 
(NAVY TIMES 26 DEC 11) ... Gidget Fuentes 

SAN DIEGO — After seeing promising results with an innovative treatment for post-traumatic stress disorder, a group of Navy 
doctors in San Diego hopes a new study will show a shot in the neck that quiets nerves could bring quick, lasting relief to suffering 
combat vets. 

 
20. TSP Participation Declining 
(GOVERNMENT EXECUTIVE 19 DEC 11) ... Amanda Palleschi 

The rate of federal employee participation in the 401(k)-like Thrift Savings Plan is "softening," according to new data from the 
Federal Retirement Thrift Investment Board.  

 
21. Sears Pledges To Hire Veterans 
(WLS ABC 7 (CHICAGO) 20 DEC 11) ... Leah Hope 

CHICAGO -- Sears is one of several businesses that say hiring veterans is a priority after the end of the Iraq war, which marks a 
beginning for nearly one million service members.  

 

FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
22. Farther, Faster, Smarter 
Next-generation ship-launched cruise missiles are taking shape 
(SEAPOWER MAGAZINE DECEMBER 2011) ... Richard R. Burgess 

The Navy is progressing toward development of a new anti-ship cruise missile to arm its surface combatants with a replacement 
for the long-serving RGM-84 Harpoon. 

 
23. A Bird? A Plane? A Droid? A UFO? 
(BAY NET (MD) 20 DEC 11) 

The X-47B Unmanned Combat Air System arrived at Pax River early this morning after completing a yearlong test phase at 
Edwards Air Force Base, Calif. 

 
24. Navy Orlando Agency Prepares Industry For $300 Million Bid For Warship Training 
(ORLANDO SENTINEL 20 DEC 11) ... Richard Burnett 

Against the backdrop of tightening defense budgets, the Navy's Orlando-based simulation-training agency is laying the 
groundwork for one of its richest contract bids in recent years for a program potentially worth $300 million. 

 

BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
25. Deployed Service Members Receive a Warm Welcome Home 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 20 DEC 11) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class David Danals, Defense Media Activity - Navy 

BALTIMORE -- Operation Welcome Home Maryland (OWHM) volunteers greeted more than 300 service members arriving at 
Baltimore/Washington International (BWI) Thurgood Marshall airport returning from overseas deployments, Dec. 19. 

 
26. NEXCOM Associates Support Local Food Bank 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 20 DEC 11) ... Kristine M. Sturkie, Navy Exchange Service Command Public Affairs 

VIRGINIA BEACH, Va. -- Navy Exchange Service Command (NEXCOM) announced Dec. 19 that its associates in the Hampton 
Roads region donated 5,981 pounds of canned goods to the Foodbank of Southeastern Virginia. 

 
27. Love For The Baby SEALs 
(NEW YORK POST 21 DEC 11) ... Michael Goodwin 

If the holiday spirit has you looking to do something for others and also support a great cause, look here. A camp for the children 
of Navy SEALs does both.  

 
28. USS New Orleans Sailors, Marines Volunteer At Cambodian Children's Shelter  
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 20 DEC 11) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Dominique Pineiro, USS New Orleans Public 
Affairs 

SIHANOUKVILLE, Cambodia -- Sailors assigned to the amphibious transport dock ship USS New Orleans (LPD 18) and 
embarked Marines of the 11th Marine Expeditionary Unit (MEU) participated in a community service project at the House of Family 
children's shelter Dec. 19.  
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29. Cherokee Navy JROTC Cadets Take Carrier Cruise 
(KINGSPORT (TN) TIMES NEWS 20 DEC 11) 

ROGERSVILLE, Tenn. — A group of Cherokee High School Navy JROTC cadets recently completed a cruise on a Navy aircraft 
carrier on a trip sponsored by the Strike Fighter Squadron VFA-31 “Tomcatters” — a member of which is a Cherokee alumni. 

 
30. 2012 Bethpage Air Show At Jones Beach Lineup Announced  
Variety of aircraft to fly over Jones Beach Memorial Day weekend  
(WANTAGH-SEAFORD (NY) PATCH 20 DEC 11) ... Amanda Fascina 

The U.S. Navy Blue Angels, the Royal Canadian Air Force Snowbirds, the U.S. Army Golden Knights and other performers will 
star in the 2012 Bethpage Air Show at Jones Beach State Park in Wantagh, sponsors announced today. 

 
31. Navy Steps Up Effort To Test Mold In Housing 
(VIRGINIAN-PILOT 21 DEC 11) ... Meredith Kruse 

The Navy expects to receive the first results this week from mold inspections and testing at more than a dozen housing units 
where residents have complained of mold, and 184 more inspections have been requested, the service announced Tuesday. 

 

NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
32. Iraq General Welcomed Home In US 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 21 DEC 11) 

JOINT BASE ANDREWS, Md. - Blending solemn tradition with joyous reunion, the top commander of US forces in Iraq 
returned home yesterday, greeted by his wife and his president in an understated ceremony to mark the end of the nine-year conflict. 

 
33. Obama Signs Into Law A Bill Providing Flags To Relatives Of Fallen Federal Employees 
(GOVERNMENT EXECUTIVE 20 DEC 11) ... Caitlin Fairchild 

The Civilian Service Recognition Act is now officially a law. President Obama signed H.R. 2061 Tuesday, authorizing heads of 
agencies to present a U. S. flag to the next of kin of federal employees who are killed in the line of duty. 

 

OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
34. What's Likely In New Pentagon Strategy: 2 Theaters, Fewer Bases, A2D2 
(AOL DEFENSE 20 DEC 11) ... Mackenzie Eaglen 

The threat of a $500 billion defense sequestration looms as a result of the Super Committee failure - a prospect that Secretary 
Panetta has called "potentially ruinous." Chairman of the House Armed Services Committee Representative Howard "Buck" McKeon 
and some of his Senate colleagues have promised to introduce legislation to reverse the cuts. 

 
35. U.S. Playing A Dangerous Asia-Pacific Game?  
U.S. Defense Policy: Between wind and water 
(ASIA SENTINEL 20 DEC 11) ... Gavin Greenwood 

On Dec. 14, Philippine President Benigno Aquino formally commissioned his country’s latest and most capable warship, a 46-
year old former U.S. Coast Guard cutter.  
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Navy Secretary Visits Troops Downrange 
(PENTAGON CHANNEL 20 DEC 11) 

Ray Mabus travels around Afghanistan to personally 
deliver cheer to troops for the holidays. 

View clip RT 1:19 

Return to Index 
 

2. USS John C. Stennis Launches Navy's Final Air Mission Over Iraq  
 (NAVY NEWS SERVICE 20 DEC 11) ... USS John C. Stennis Public Affairs 

USS JOHN C. STENNIS, At Sea -- John C. Stennis 
Carrier Strike Group (JCS CSG) and embarked Carrier Air 
Wing (CVW) 9 launched the Navy's final air sortie over Iraq 
Dec. 18, effectively ending naval support for Operation New 
Dawn. 

The final command and control mission for U.S. forces 
over Iraq was flown by an E-2C Hawkeye from the "Golden 
Hawks" of Airborne Early Warning Squadron (VAW) 112.  

The crew of five launched from Stennis at 7:32 a.m. and 
returned at 11:04 a.m.  

"I think all of us went up to the flight deck focused on 
executing our assigned mission," said Lt. Cmdr. Jeff 
Reynolds, a pilot aboard the last flight. "We knew that we 
might be the crew to fly the last mission over Iraq. As always, 
we stayed focused on completing the mission we were 
assigned. After confirmation that we were the last, I realized I 
was part of something pretty special." 

According to Rear Adm. Craig Faller, commander, JCS 
CSG, the mission came after two decades of combat missions 
flown in support of operations Desert Storm, Southern Watch, 
Iraqi Freedom and finally, New Dawn. 

"Navy air presence has been absolutely essential to 
Operation New Dawn, and the overall military mission in 
Iraq," said Faller.  

Although the Navy's air support mission in Iraqi airspace 
has drawn to a close, Navy airpower continues supporting 

Operation Enduring Freedom in Afghanistan as well as 
maritime security operations in the region. 

Carrier strike groups will continue to maintain a forward 
presence in the U.S. 5th Fleet area of operations, to foster and 
sustain cooperative relationships with regional partners while 
deterring aggressors, ensuring freedom of the seas and 
regional security and stability. 

"I believe that John C. Stennis and Nimitz class carriers 
are the world's pre-eminent arbitrators of peace and stability," 
said Capt. Ronald Reis, commanding officer of John C. 
Stennis.  

Stennis departed from its homeport of Bremerton, Wash. 
July 25, and has been conducting maritime security operations 
in the 5th and 7th Fleet areas of operation, and directly 
supported operations New Dawn and Enduring Freedom. 

In addition to Stennis and CVW 9, JCS CSG is comprised 
of guided missile cruiser USS Mobile Bay (CG 53), and 
Destroyer Squadron 21 which consists of guided missile 
destroyers USS Kidd (DDG 100), USS Dewey (DDG 105), 
USS Wayne E. Meyer (DDG 108) and USS Pinckney (DDG 
91). 

U.S. 5th Fleet encompasses 2.5 million square miles of 
water and includes the Arabian Gulf, Arabian Sea, Red Sea, 
Gulf of Aden, Gulf of Oman and parts of the Indian Ocean.  

 
    
 

Return to Index 
 
 

CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
3. USS Oak Hill To Return Tomorrow 
(NEWS CHANNEL 3 WTKR 20 DEC 11) 

Tomorrow, over 300 Sailors, Marines, Soldiers, Airmen 
and Coast Guardsman aboard the USS Oak Hill will return to 
the Joint Expeditionary Base Little Creek-Fort Story. 

During the three-month deployment that began on Oct. 3, 
the more than 700 multi-service crew and embarked service 
members participated in numerous evolutions in support of A-
SPS 2012, a naval and amphibious exercise involving Oak 
Hill and the militaries of Honduras, Guatemala, Colombia, and 
Panama. 

The homecoming celebration will include a first kiss/first 
hug event and special recognition of the 6 deployment babies 
and new Dads. 

Dock Landing Ship Oak Hill Due Home Wednesday 
(VIRGINIAN-PILOT 20 DEC 11) Kate Wiltrout 
The Oak Hill is coming home just in time for Christmas. 
The amphibious dock landing ship will pull into Joint 

Expeditionary Base Little Creek on Wednesday after 

deployment to Central America, the Navy announced 
Tuesday. 

The focus of the 80-day deployment was naval and 
amphibious exercises with the militaries of Honduras, 
Guatemala, Colombia and Panama. 

It was the ship’s sixth deployment in seven years and 
included personnel from the Air Force, Coast Guard and Army 
in addition to the normal crew of Sailors and Marines. 

USS Oak Hill Returns To Va. 
(THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 21 DEC 11) 
VIRGINIA BEACH, Va.-- The USS Oak Hill is returning 

to its home port in Virginia following an 80-day deployment 
to Central America. 

The amphibious dock landing ship is scheduled to arrive 
at Joint Expeditionary Base Little Creek-Fort Story on 
Wednesday. 

While deployed, the ship and its multi-service crew 
participated in exercises involving the militaries of Honduras, 
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Guatemala Colombia and Panama as part of Amphibious-
Southern Partnership Station 2012. 

More than 300 Sailors, marines, soldiers, airmen and 
Coast Guardsman are expected to arrive in Virginia Beach 
during the homecoming ceremony. 

Return to Index 
 

4. USS Pearl Harbor, USS New Orleans Underway Following Cambodian MAREX 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 20 DEC 11) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Jason Behnke, Amphibious Squadron 5 Public 
Affairs 

USS PEARL HARBOR, At Sea -- The amphibious dock 
landing ship USS Pearl Harbor (LSD 52) and the amphibious 
transport dock USS New Orleans (LPD 18), along with 
embarked Marines from the 11th Marine Expeditionary Unit 
(MEU), got underway Dec. 19 following completion of 
Marine Exercise 2012 (MAREX 12) in Cambodia. 

MAREX 12 took place Dec. 12-18 and was designed as a 
theater security cooperation mission to enhance professional 
relationships and interoperability between the U.S. Marine 
Corps and the Royal Cambodian Armed Forces (RCAF). 

Pearl Harbor and New Orleans conducted amphibious 
operations for MAREX 12 near Sihanoukville, Cambodia. A 
major element of the exercise also took place at the Peace 
Keeping Operations Training Center located west of Phnom 
Penh. 

"After our advance party reported that our Cambodian 
counterparts were interested in learning about our basic patrol 
techniques as well as our experiences in Afghanistan, we 
developed a schedule of classes, practical applications and 
exercises to share our knowledge," said Capt. Michael J. 
Balich, company commander of Kilo Company, 3rd Battalion 
1st Marine Regiment. 

Balich said a small element from the battalion spent three 
days learning from the RCAF in the jungle at a local army 
training center. 

"Our Marines learned about jungle survival and 
movement techniques from the Cambodian soldiers," said 
Balich. "This was another highly valuable exercise that 
resulted in great reviews from the participants." 

Staff Sgt. Ildifonzo Corral, a platoon sergeant for Kilo 
Company, 1st Platoon, said he helped train members of the 
Cambodian Armed Forces in a variety of skills, including 
basic patrolling skills and fixed-site security. 

Corral said the Cambodian soldiers picked up the lessons 
quickly and were eager to learn. 

"They are an extremely disciplined force," said Corral. 
"When it came to simple things like weapons handling and 
taking notes, they were really attentive to all the fine details." 

Sgt. Mark Encarnacion, 2nd Platoon Squad Leader, said 
the level of perfection the Cambodians strived for was 
impressive. 

"They're really driven," said Encarnacion. "I'd try and tell 
them that they did a good job, but they'd get mad. They 
wanted to hear what they did wrong, not what they did right. 

Pearl Harbor and New Orleans deployed Nov. 14 in 
support of the Navy's Maritime Strategy and are currently 
conducting theater security cooperation missions in the U.S. 
7th Fleet area of responsibility (AOR). 

Pearl Harbor, New Orleans and the amphibious assault 
ship USS Makin Island (LHD 8), along with the embarked 
11th MEU, make up the Makin Island Amphibious Ready 
Group (ARG). 

The mission of the Makin Island ARG is to help provide 
deterrence, promote peace and security, preserve freedom of 
the seas and provide humanitarian/disaster response as well as 
supporting the Navy's Maritime Strategy when forward 
deployed. 

The 7th Fleet AOR includes more than 52 million square 
miles of the Pacific and Indian oceans, stretching from the 
international date line to the east coast of Africa, and from the 
Kuril Islands in the north to the Antarctic in the south.  

More than half of the world's population lives within the 
7th Fleet AOR. In addition, more than 80 percent of that 
population lives within 500 miles of the oceans, which means 
this is an inherently maritime region.  

For more information, visit www.navy.mil, 
www.facebook.com/usnavy, or www.twitter.com/usnavy.  

For more news from USS Makin Island (LHD 8), visit 
www.navy.mil/local/lhd8/. 

Return to Index 
 

5. Hope Hodge Reporter Notebook – USS Iwo Jima - Day 2 
(JACKSONVILLE (FL) DAILY NEWS 20 DEC 11) ... Hope Hodge 

Spending the night on a ship is an adventure. My berthing 
area fits six beds —two triple-bunks — in a tiny, shallow 
space that makes sitting up suddenly a real danger. As it turns 
out (I should have known) I get a top bunk. 

After I somehow slither into my shelf, I settle in for as 
much sleep as I can manage and listen to the sounds of the 
ship. 

There are many. The ship’s engines and mechanics are a 
constant, whirring hum. The clank of doors being opened and 
barred shut is another ubiquitous sound. So far, so pleasant. 

But in the evening, before mealtime, the ship undergoes 
the process of de-ballasting, or emptying a ship’s ballast tanks 
with seawater. This is an endless grind that will drown out 
your thoughts, if you’re not used to it. 

Finally the clang of bells marks any ship-wide 
announcement, and there are many. At 5 a.m., a clang marks 
reveille, the beginning of the day. But when this eye-rubbingly 
early hour comes, my military bunk mates are long gone, 
having hit the gym around 4. 

By the time I roll — and nearly fall — out of my bunk at 
7 a.m., bells have clanged with announcements four or five 
more times, and I feel like a slacker for only just now starting 
the day. Even on a working ship, though, there it time for fun: 
the loudspeaker comes on once a day to congratulate crew 
members on their birthdays, and a couple of times to blast 
rock songs. I wonder who the DJ is. 

Though below decks are endless corridors and artificial 
light, above decks the views are spectacular. 
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At dusk Friday evening, we went out on an observation 
deck to watch a Harrier and CH-53E helicopter land on the 
flight deck below. The horizon was ablaze with pink and 
orange, set against the crisp ocean and some faraway mist 
concealing the distant USS Gunston Hall and USS New York. 

Here came the Harrier, powerful, with engines screaming, 
but controlled as it approached the ship. It settled slowly into 
place on the flight deck with the delicate, hovering 
adjustments of a mosquito. Then the pilot shut the engine 
down and crews ran out to prepare for the next airborne 
arrival. 

Return to Index 
 

6. Makin Island Sailors And Marines Support 'Women At Sea' Program 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 20 DEC 11) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Sarah Murphy, USS Makin Island Public Affairs 

USS MAKIN ISLAND, At Sea -- Female Sailors and 
Marines aboard the amphibious assault ship USS Makin Island 
(LHD 8) took part in a quarterly "Women at Sea" meeting 
Dec. 18, to talk about the unique challenges women face 
serving aboard a U.S. Navy vessel. 

Makin Island's Women at Sea program began shortly after 
the ship was commissioned in October 2009, and serves as an 
informal forum for female Sailors and Marines to share 
experiences and address issues of concern. While meetings are 
held quarterly, the group works year-round to mentor and 
address the needs of female crew members. 

Chief Operations Specialist (SW/AW) Dennisha 
McElveen and Ship's Serviceman 1st Class (SW/AW) 
Chequera Sullivan led the meeting of more than 50 Sailors and 
Marines, providing information on important issues directly 
affecting women on board Makin Island.  

"We're here to get the females together to let them know 
that they are not alone," said Sullivan. "As leaders in positions 
of authority, we are able to address sensitive situations that our 
junior females face, especially those who are experiencing 
their first deployment." 

The meetings cover topics such as personal safety on and 
off the ship, berthing etiquette, inappropriate behavior, proper 
civilian attire on liberty and professional topics such as 
earning warfare qualifications. 

Sullivan said the group also discussed the benefits of how 
what they learn in the meetings can be passed on to future 
generations of females in the military through solid 
mentorship. 

"One of the problems we ran into was how dark it is in the 
passageways outside some of the female berthing areas," said 
McElveen. "We corrected it buy getting permission to leave 

the lights on. It's a small change that helps our female Sailors 
feel comfortable." 

Lance Cpl. Samantha Nedl, attached to the 11th Marine 
Expeditionary Unit, is currently on her first deployment and 
after attending the meeting, said she wants to attend future 
Women at Sea events. 

"This was good, I was able find out what the ship has to 
offer to help me while we are deployed," said Nedl. "My 
mentor is female and I'm glad I have that support. She is 
someone I can go to if I have a problem and I know she will 
help me solve it."  

Makin Island and the 11th MEU departed San Diego Nov. 
14 and are currently deployed to the U.S. 7th Fleet area of 
responsibility (AOR), supporting the nation's maritime 
strategy. 

Makin Island is the first U.S. Navy ship to deploy using a 
hybrid-electric propulsion system. By using this unique 
propulsion system, the Navy expects over the course of the 
ship's lifecycle, to see fuel savings of more than $250 million, 
proving the Navy's commitment to energy awareness and 
conservation. 

The 7th Fleet AOR includes more than 52 million square 
miles of the Pacific and Indian oceans, stretching from the 
international date line to the east coast of Africa, and from the 
Kuril Islands in the north to the Antarctic in the south.  

More than half of the world's population lives within the 
7th Fleet AOR. In addition, more than 80 percent of that 
population lives within 500 miles of the oceans, which means 
this is an inherently maritime region.  

For more information, visit www.navy.mil, 
www.facebook.com/usnavy, or www.twitter.com/usnavy.  

For more news from USS Makin Island (LHD 8), visit 
www.navy.mil/local/lhd8/. 
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7. Healing Hurts For Marine After Return From War 
(SAN DIEGO UNION TRIBUNE 20 DEC 11) ... Gretel C. Kovach 

Sgt. Collin Raaz sits in a dimly lit physical therapy room 
on a September morning, gripping a six-pound weight in each 
hand. His thighs are scored with scars from the explosion, the 
many surgeries that followed and skin grafts. 

It’s been 13 weeks since the bomb in Afghanistan took his 
legs.  

The external fixator screwed into his pelvis bothers him 
the most these days. Because of the “ex fix” stabilizing his 
hips, Raaz can’t lay on his stomach or shower or ride in a car. 

The rods look like a medieval torture device. They are 
nothing more than metal braces to help him heal, but Raaz 
feels trapped inside this scaffolding across his body. He can do 
nothing to escape it. All he can do is wait. 

The young Marine sergeant has been confined to the 
hospital since he checked into San Diego Naval Medical 
Center in Balboa Park on July 30.  

To celebrate his 25th birthday a week earlier, a group of 
friends pushed him in his wheelchair on a rare outing across 
the park to the Prado restaurant. The waiter stuck a candle in a 
flan and sang. 

On this day Raaz lifts the weights in front of him, 
building his core muscles so that one day he can walk on 
prosthetic legs. The exercise reddens his face and makes the 
pins in his pelvis hurt more than usual. He concentrates on his 
breathing, resting between sets. 

“That is so way too easy for you,” the physical therapist 
teases. 
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The ward Raaz is an inpatient in “Five West,” is a new 
trauma ward for the severely wounded that opened at the 
medical center in August.  

Planes land several times a week at San Diego County 
military installations, transporting war wounded from 
hospitals in the United States and Germany. After Five West 
opened, the number of inpatients treated at the Balboa Park 
hospital rose from an average of two or three at a time to 
nearly 10, with room to expand to as many as 24 beds. 

The inpatient program was reorganized and enlarged to 
accommodate a surge of casualties from West Coast units 
fighting in particularly volatile areas of Afghanistan — 
primarily from Camp Pendleton and supporting Marine bases 
in Southern California — and the overflow of patients as the 
old Walter Reed Army Medical Center in Washington shut 
down. 

So far this year the San Diego medical center has cared 
for more than 150 severely wounded inpatients evacuated 
from the war zone, up from 103 in 2010. There are 170 now 
undergoing outpatient care at the medical center, among the 
total of about 500 Marines, Sailors and soldiers in full-time 
treatment at local Navy medical facilities, including Camp 
Pendleton and Twentynine Palms. 

In the early years of the wars in Afghanistan and Iraq, 
most severely wounded Marines and soldiers had to receive 
acute care and rehabilitative treatment at the major East Coast 
military facilities or Brooke Army Medical Center in San 
Antonio, Texas. 

The San Diego medical center brought a prosthetist on 
staff in 2006 and has since cared for more than 180 amputees, 
including those who lost limbs to accidents or disease. The 
next year, after remodeling part of the hospital, it opened 
“C5,” the Comprehensive Combat and Complex Casualty 
Care center. The program gave wounded troops a West Coast 
option for comprehensive outpatient rehabilitative care, in a 
one-stop layout of services.  

Physical therapy, occupational therapy, an in-house 
prosthetics laboratory and psychological care are some of the 
services clustered together, for easier patient access and 
communication among staff. 

At the on-site barracks, patients waiting to be medically 
discharged from the military can take college courses, prepare 
resumes and meet career transition counselors from federal 
and state agencies, including the Defense, Veterans Affairs 
and Labor departments. 

In 2007, when C5 opened, the center cared for 23 combat 
wounded amputees. All but one were injured in Iraq. Patient 
traffic dropped somewhat as the Iraq conflict waned, then 
surged even higher in the past two years as heavy combat 
erupted in Afghanistan. Last year, 39 war-zone amputees were 
treated at the Balboa facility. This year, it is more than 50. 

The C5 program was established in San Diego because at 
the time about 25 percent of casualties from all branches of the 
armed forces came from West Coast installations. “They 
wanted to get those service members closer to their units and 
their families during their recovery,” says Jennifer Town, 
director of the program and, before retiring from the Navy, 
director of nursing at the San Diego facility. 

“The camaraderie they share in this rehab setting is 
unmatched. It’s like their brotherhood has been re-
established,” Town says. “Sometimes just their peer group is 
the most therapeutic group you could have with these guys.” 

Healing hurtsAt Five West, two Camp Pendleton Marines 
wounded in Afghanistan work out beside Raaz. Before long 
another Marine from his Twentynine Palms scout sniper 
platoon stops by. Like Raaz, Cpl. Kevin Dubois, 24, lost both 
legs in a bomb blast. 

Navy Lt. j.g. Tommy Neuens rubs salve on Raaz’s scar 
tissue, then brushes it with a towel. The different textures help 
desensitize the skin and frazzled nerve endings, to prepare for 
prosthetic sockets that will fit over his thighs.  

Raaz holds an arm across his face and grimaces. “All 
right … that hurt,” he says with a gasp, as the occupational 
therapist probes the skin with his fingers. 

It’s “so you can get robot legs!” says Petty Officer 3rd 
Class Christopher Marsh, another former platoon member he 
served with in Afghanistan. The 25-year-old Navy hospital 
corpsman was shot in the arm and is assigned to work light 
duty at the hospital.  

Raaz awoke that morning tired and sore. He has trouble 
falling asleep, which makes it difficult to wake up. Most of his 
days in the hospital have been exhausting and painful.  

But the worst phase of his medical recovery is behind 
him. The last of the half-dozen tubes connected to his body, 
including I.V. drips and wound vacuums, is unplugged. He is 
able to dial back on the pain medications and feel more like 
himself. Sometimes he is still too tired to voice the jokes he 
thinks of, but he laughs to himself. 

Now the biggest obstacle to his progress is the pelvic 
brace. The surgery to extract it is scheduled for a few days 
later. Then he can move downstairs to outpatient care. He can 
push himself harder in physical therapy without worrying 
about inflammation or infection around the pin sites. He can 
shower instead of sponge bathe.  

“That first shower is great,” Marsh says, commiserating. 
“I plan to sit in the warm water until the hot water in the 

whole hospital runs out,” Raaz says, before rolling down the 
hall to his room. “I’ll be a new man.” 

This article is one of an eight part series. For more in the 
series, visit Gretel C. Kovach at the San Diego Union-
Tribune. 
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GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
8. South China Sea Disputes Top Regional Security Concerns 
(VOICE OF AMERICA 20 DEC 11) ... Brian Padden 

In the last year, territorial disputes in the oil rich South 
China Sea topped the list of security concerns in Southeast 
Asia. Our correspondent in Jakarta looks back at how a 
number of confrontational incidents at sea increased regional 

tensions, prompted a major diplomatic initiative and a 
renewed commitment by the United States to increase its 
military presence in Asia. 
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In May, Vietnamese officials held a news conference 
accusing China of damaging an oil exploration vessel as part 
of a campaign of harassment to assert its claim to the entire 
South China Sea. The Philippines have also accused Chinese 
vessels of repeatedly intruding into areas they claim in the 
potentially oil-rich reserves under the sea. 

Symbolic protests against China followed. In Hanoi, a 
small group of demonstrators denounced China. And, 
lawmakers from the Philippines, including Representative 
Walden Bello, traveled to an island in the disputed region to 
protest China's claim. 

“For a just and peaceful solution in the end, we have to 
strongly assert our sovereign rights,” said Bello. 

Six countries hold conflicting claims in the South China 
Sea. But Bonnie Glaser, an analyst with the Center for 
Strategic and International Studies in Washington, says 
China's provocative actions and growing military strength has 
alarmed virtually every country in the region and has pushed 
many to reach out to the United States. 

“As China rises, there is just uncertainty. Every country 
of course wants to have good relations with China, but with 
China's influence becoming so great there is just a desire for 
more of a balance.” 

Disputes in the South China Sea became a top priority 
issue at the Association of Southeast Asian Nations annual 
security summit in Bali in July," said Glaser. "ASEAN 
Chairman and Indonesian Foreign Minister Marty Natalegawa 
focused on developing a code of conduct with China. 

"There has been heightened concern and heightened 
tensions even on the South China Sea, at least in recent 
weeks," said Natalegawa. "But the difference between now 
and, perhaps last year, is that that concern, that attention, is 
being channeled hopefully to a problem-solving outlook." 

After intense talks there was a breakthrough, of sorts. 
China, which insists that these disputes be handled bilaterally, 
agreed to guidelines that would to lead to a code of conduct to 
settle disputes. 

Philippine Foreign Secretary Albert del Rosario 
responded by saying that, although he supported the 
agreement,he doubted that it would resolve anything. 

“So you are signing an agreement with [China]. It's 
supposed to be a code of conduct, but [China] is saying, on the 
other hand, that they own everything," del Rosario said. "So 
how do you exact your code of conduct from a partner to the 
transaction who says he owns everything?" 

Shi Yinhong, a professor of international studies at 
Renmin University in Beijing, says ASEAN did succeed in 
getting all sides to pull back a bit from confrontational stands. 
He says at the Bali meeting with the ASEAN security 

community, the restraint attitude of all the countries that 
participated eased the previous tense attitudes. 

U.S. Secretary of State Hillary Clinton also endorsed the 
agreement, but reiterated the U. S. position that all disputes be 
settled peacefully, in compliance with international law, and 
that freedom of navigation be protected. 

At the same time, the United States increased its military 
presence in the Asia Pacific region. In August, the U.S. Navy 
gave Vietnamese officials a very public tour of the USS 
George Washington nuclear aircraft carrier as it transited the 
South China Sea.  On her way to the ASEAN-sponsored East 
Asia Summit in November, Clinton met with her Philippine 
counterpart aboard the USS Fitzgerald to reiterate America's 
support for its ally. 

"We are making sure that our collective defense 
capabilities and communications infrastructure are 
operationally and materially capable of deterring 
provocation,” said Clinton. 

And. on his way to the East Asia summit, President 
Barack Obama announced an agreement between Australia 
and the United States to station up to 2,500 American forces in 
Australia in the next few years. 

Although the U.S., China, and ASEAN heads of states 
publicly emphasized cooperation and friendship at 
November's East Asia Summit, behind closed doors most 
Southeast Asian leaders opposed China's bilateral position and 
supported multilateral efforts to develop a code of conduct. 

Professor Yinhong in Beijing says he blames increased 
U.S. military engagement in the region for turning ASEAN 
opinions against Beijing. He says, before the U.S. 
involvement, the same countries were on the same level of 
China and agreed to cooperate bilaterally. But now with U.S. 
involvement, he says there are some countries in the area that 
feel like they have received huge foreign assistance, and that 
encourages them to continue on these disputes. 

Although some progress has been made to develop a code 
of conduct in the South China Sea, CSIS analyst Glaser says 
China and ASEAN are still far from a substantial agreement 
that includes consequences for violations. 

"I think the jury is still out as to what content will really 
be in a code of conduct," said Glaser. "If it is not legally 
binding and it is just voluntary, then I think that will be 
extremely unfortunate.” 

Despite ongoing talks, she expects further incidents 
between China and its neighbors in the South China Sea, even 
as the United States increases its military presence in the 
region. 

View clip RT 5:04 
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9. China Beefing Up Military Presence In Indian Ocean 
(AGENCE FRANCE PRESSE 20 DEC 11) ... Aude Genet 

Little by little China is forming military links in Africa 
and in the Indian Ocean in order, experts say, to protect 
Beijing's economic interests in the region. 

In the past three weeks Beijing has committed to 
supporting Ugandan forces operating in Somalia and to 
helping the Seychelles fight piracy. 

"It is very clear that the Chinese leaders recognize that 
military force will play a bigger role to safeguard China's 

overseas interests," Jonathan Holslag, of the Brussels Institute 
of Chinese Contemporary Studies told AFP. "There is a 
willingness, and even a consensus, in China, that this process 
will take place." 

The Indian Ocean is strategic, Holslag said, noting that 85 
percent of China's oil imports and 60 percent of its exports are 
routed via the Gulf of Aden. 



 10

Beijing does not so far have any military base in the 
region: its military presence consists of three vessels in the 
Gulf of Aden to fight Somali pirates. 

But the deployment of those ships in 2009, the first of its 
kind for the Chinese navy, was already highly symbolic. 

For the moment, cooperation between China and the 
islands of the Indian Ocean is still limited to "low profile 
military-to-military exchanges, but it is getting broader and 
more structured," Holslag told AFP. 

"The mere fact that China has a multi-year naval presence 
in the Gulf of Aden has great symbolic and diplomatic 
significance," said Frans-Paul van der Putten, senior research 
fellow at the Netherlands Institute of International Relations 
Clingendael. 

"Symbolic because it shows other countries that China is 
an emerging naval power in the region, and diplomatic 
because China uses its navy ships for occasional visits to ports 
along the Indian Ocean rim, which helps it strengthen its 
diplomatic ties with countries in the region," he added. 

During an unprecedented visit by Chinese Defence 
Minister Liang Guanglie earlier this month, the Seychelles 
asked China to set up a military presence on the archipelago to 
help fight piracy in the Indian Ocean. 

Victoria is ruling out a military base but is looking rather 
at having "reconnaissance planes or patrol ships stationed" 
there, along the lines of what the US and Europe do, Foreign 
Affairs Minister Jean-Paul Adam said. 

"China needs port infrastructure to supply its ships in the 
Indian Ocean, and covering a wider zone could make sense," 
said Mathieu Duchâtel of the Stockholm International Peace 
Research Institute. 

With trade exchanges between China and Africa totalling 
126.9 billion dollars last year, the stakes are sizeable. 

Beijing's efforts to keep its trade safe are not confined to 
the high seas. On the African continent China has set up a raft 

of cooperation ventures in an attempt to secure its investment 
zones. 

Somalia, which has been at war for the past two decades, 
is "of crucial importance for China," Holslag said. 

Beijing has promised Uganda 2.3 million dollars towards 
covering the cost of its troops in the African Union force in 
Somalia (AMISOM). 

"Not only is Beijing well aware that the failed state is a 
sanctuary for pirates that threaten its merchant and fishery 
fleet in the Indian Ocean; it also considers it to be an 
important source of instability and terrorism in other African 
countries where it has large economic interests," Holslag said. 

He noted China "is making eyes at the oil reserves in 
Ethiopia" and private Chinese firms have started linking up 
the Ethiopian hinterland to the port of Berbera in the 
breakaway region of Somaliland. 

"China has ... almost permanent exchanges with officials 
from Ethiopia, Kenya, and Somaliland on security in the 
Horn," he said. 

Both Washington and New Delhi, already concerned 
about China's activities in the Pacific, take a dim view of its 
ambitions in the Indian Ocean. 

"It appears that, for now, the US and India are not very 
much alarmed by the relatively modest Chinese military 
activities in the Indian Ocean region," van der Putten said. 

However "the US seems to welcome a greater Chinese 
involvement in addressing non-traditional security issues such 
as piracy, but is at the same time worried that China's growing 
international influence undermines US interests." 

"In India there are concerns about a possible build-up of 
Chinese military power in the Indian Ocean," he added. 

"This could ultimately affect the geopolitical balance 
between India and China, in particular with regard to the 
disputed parts of the Sino-Indian border and with regard to the 
relationship between India and Pakistan, a country with close 
ties to China." 
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10. Northrop’s Sale Of Global Hawk Spy Drones To South Korea Stalls 
(BLOOMBERG 20 DEC 11) ... Tony Capaccio 

The sale of as many as four Northrop Grumman Corp. 
(NOC) Global Hawk drones to help improve South Korea’s 
reconnaissance capability may have stalled.  

The delay, combined with a potential reduction in U-2 
surveillance flights over and near North Korea, might degrade 
U.S. and South Korea ability to monitor events in the 
communist regime, lawmakers said in a report accompanying 
the $662 billion defense policy bill for fiscal 2012.  

They didn’t elaborate on the reasons behind the delay. 
The report said only that the possible sale “appears to have 
stalled” and that House and Senate defense committee 
lawmakers “intend to assess whether the risk of a gap in 
intelligence collection in Korea is significant and to examine 
alternative capabilities.”  

North Korean’s leadership is undergoing a leadership 
transition after Kim Jong Il died Dec. 17 of a heart attack 
brought on by mental and physical strain, the official Korean 
Central News Agency said. His son, Kim Jong Un, is the 
designated successor.  

South Korea was planning to buy at least one Global 
Hawk “to be able to have intelligence, surveillance and 

reconnaissance type assets to look into North Korea,” General 
Walter Sharp, then-commander of U.S. Forces in Korea, told 
the House Armed Services Committee in April.  

Spy Plane Retirement  
The foreign sale of Global Hawk drones would offset 

program reductions that the Pentagon made this year. Eleven 
of the planned 55 drones in the Pentagon program were cut 
because the estimated cost per aircraft this year has increased 
to $113.9 million from $90.8 million.  

The Global Hawk disclosure came in language 
prohibiting retirement of Lockheed Martin Corp. (LMT)’s 
manned U-2 spy plane, which is less expensive to operate but 
doesn’t have the same endurance or ability to make longer 
flights.  

Lawmakers directed the Air Force to delay the spy 
plane’s retirement until the Pentagon certifies Global Hawk 
operations and support costs.  

The lawmakers said prematurely retiring the U-2 in the 
face of a stalled Global Hawk sale might result in an 
intelligence gap over North Korea.  
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The lawmakers also said they were concerned with a 
pending plan by U.S. Pacific Command that would result in 
fewer U.S.- controlled Global Hawks near Korea and more 
flying in other parts of Asia.  

This move might mean “substantially reducing collection 
on the peninsula,” lawmakers said.  

Global Hawk Commitment  
Pentagon Korea affairs spokesman Lieutenant Colonel 

Todd Breasseale said Defense Department officials “as a 
matter of policy decline to comment on potential arms sales 
until they have been formally notified to Congress.”  

Randy Belote, a spokesman for Falls Church, Virginia-
based Northrop Grumman, said in an e-mail statement that, 
though no formal letter of agreement has been signed with 
South Korea, a potential Global Hawk program for as many as 
four aircraft is progressing.  

“We continue to work with the U.S. Air Force and have 
not been notified of any changes,” he wrote. “We believe the 
Korea and U.S. governments remain committed to the Global 
Hawk program.”  

The unmanned Global Hawk is able to fly as high as 
60,000 feet and is equipped with sensors and cameras that can 
take infrared and electro-optical images as well as detailed 
synthetic aperture radar-based pictures. It is designed for 
flights as long as 35 hours, according to the company.  

Retaining the U-2 aircraft, which flies as high as 70,000 
feet, may be necessary because the Global Hawk’s picture-
taking sensors “have substantially less range” than on the 
older spy plane, lawmakers wrote.  

A South Korean sale would be the second foreign sale of 
the Global Hawk, with Germany the first. 
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11. Lockheed Takes Aim At South Korea For JSF 
(AOL DEFENSE 20 DEC 11) ... Carlo Munoz   

WASHINGTON -- A day after locking in Japan as the 
next the F-35 Joint Strike Fighter partner nation, Defense giant 
Lockheed Martin is setting its sights on South Korea.  

The fifth-generation fighter "can meet [all] the 
requirements" laid out by the South Korean military for its 
FX-III fighter competition, Steve O'Bryan, Lockheed's vice 
president of program integration and Business Development 
for the JSF, said today. "I personally do not see any 
roadblocks" in getting the F-35 into the hands of South Korean 
pilots, he said during a press briefing. But before Lockheed 
can move ahead with any South Korean deal it must first wrap 
up a few details on its recently-inked contract with Japan. 

The Japanese ministry of defense selected the JSF over 
Boeing's F/A-18 and the Eurofighter Typhoon to replace its 
legacy F-4 Phantoms. Lockheed officials announced the deal 
late last night. The Japanese Air Self-Defense Force plans to 
buy between 40 to 50 F-35s over the life of the deal. The 
JASDF will receive the first four jets by 2016, O'Bryan said. 
Those fighters will be built at the company's facility in Ft. 
Worth, TX and be used for training missions. The remaining 
jets will be built in Japan. Tokyo has yet to approve a 
Lockheed proposal to build a final assembly and checkout 
facility in Japan, according to O'Bryan. Company officials 
have also offered to do component and subcomponent work on 
the Japanese jets, he added.  

O'Bryan's bullishness on a possible JSF deal with Seoul 
comes amid fears another key military sale may fall by the 
wayside. Defense lawmakers expressed concern that a deal to 
sell the Air Force's Global Hawk unmanned aircraft to the 

Asian nation has "stalled out", according to a report 
accompanying the fiscal 2012 defense authorization bill. 
Washington and Seoul have been at odds over the deal since 
September. South Korean officials claimed the Pentagon was 
gouging the price for the aerial drones. That month DoD and 
Global Hawk manufacturer Northrop Grumman pitched a new 
price for the planes. That proposal apparently fell on deaf ears. 

But if Lockheed can lock in a deal with South Korea, the 
country would join Australia, Singapore and now Japan as the 
next U.S. ally in the Pacific to field the JSF. Those foreign F-
35s coupled with the American-flagged fighters would create 
"a strategic coalition" of JSFs in an "area of the world that has 
significant security challenges," O'Bryan said. The United 
States is already shifting focus from Southwest Asia to the 
Pacific to counter an increasingly aggressive China and 
unstable North Korea. The recent death of North Korean 
dictator Kim Jong-Il and the ongoing power transition in 
Pyongyang has only added to the growing sense of instability 
in the region. 

As the situation in the Pacific inches closer to a tipping 
point, American forces in the region will have to rely more on 
its allies to keep things from boiling over. And the JSF could 
play a large role in making that happen. The JSF would ensure 
that American and South Korean forces will be able to 
coordinate air operations if tensions flare up. The fighter's 
presence in so many Pacific countries also would demonstrate 
a united front against Chinese or North Korean aggression, 
according to defense analysts. 
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12. Boeing, Loser In Japan, Eyes More Fighter Contests 
Company seen benefiting should F-35 stumble. Budget cuts to bring new reality. 
(REUTERS 21 DEC 11) ... Andrea Shalal-Esa and Karen Jacobs 

Losing a big Japanese order to Lockheed Martin Corp. 
was clearly a disappointment for Boeing Co, but a $29.4 
billion order from Saudi Arabia for F-15 fighter jets and 
several other competitions will keep the company in the 
fighter business for now. 

The U.S. government and Saudi Arabia are finalizing a 
letter of agreement on the sale of 84 Boeing F-15s, and may 

announce that deal soon, according to two U.S. government 
sources, who were not authorized to speak publicly. 

Boeing, which has rung up big orders for its commercial 
planes this year, also remains competitive in several other big-
ticket military competitions in South Korea, Brazil, United 
Arab Emirates, Malaysia and possibly Denmark, company 
officials say. 
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"Japan was one competition. There are lots of others to go 
after," said Boeing spokesman Paul Lewis, saying that both 
Boeing's F/A-18 Super Hornet, and the new Silent Eagle, a 
partly stealthy version of the F-15, had future business 
prospects. 

"We're delivering airplanes today with a known cost and 
known schedule...I think it's a bit presumptuous and bit of a 
stretch to be talking about the demise of our fighter airplanes," 
he said. 

Todd Harrison, a defense analyst with the Center for 
Strategic and Budgetary Assessments, called the Japan 
decision a clear victory for Lockheed and the F-35 program 
office "at a time when they are worried about losing orders 
from other nations." 

He said Boeing's F/A-18 Super Hornet and Lockheed's F-
35 would remain in close competition over the next few years. 

"The Joint Strike Fighter program is by no means in the 
clear," said Harrison, adding that any move by the U.S. Navy 
to scale back its planned purchases of short-takeoff or carrier 
variants of the F-35 could boost orders for the Boeing F/A-18 
in coming years. 

"I don't think this changes the landscape that much for the 
Super Hornet. It's certainly a significant loss but this doesn't 
spell the end of the program by any means," he said. 

Neal Dihora, a Morningstar analyst, said other U.S. allies 
could opt to buy the F-35 since it was due to replace the 
majority of fighter aircraft in the U.S. military, offering supply 
chain and logistics benefits. 

But Boeing lost the initial contract to Lockheed for the F-
35 a decade ago and its F/A-18 was still going, he said. 

"Pilots are very happy with that aircraft, so I continue to 
think that while the prospects are worse than 10 years ago, I 
wouldn't put the nail in the F-18 coffin," he added. 

Still, analysts say Boeing should be bracing for a new 
reality in coming years, given declining U.S. defense budgets 
and a shift to the stealthy F-35 Joint Strike Fighter. 

"The day of reckoning is looming fast," said Richard 
Aboulafia, aerospace analyst with the Virginia-based Teal 
Group. "There's going to be some kind of sixth generation 

fighter requirement emerging, but that's a long way off. 
Boeing is going to have to consider how to keep their design 
teams engaged." 

Looming budget cuts in the United States may also 
constrict funding for a new long-range bomber, the only big 
new U.S. airplane development program still on the horizon, 
which will put pressure on companies to team up, or begin 
shedding design engineers, analysts say. 

Boeing says stable costs, and long-standing relationships 
with countries that already fly the F/A-18 and F-15 could give 
the company an edge in some match-ups, such as South 
Korea's 60-plane competition and a smaller Singapore 
competition. 

Boeing has already delivered 40 F-15s to South Korea 
and expects to complete deliveries of a second batch of 21 
warplanes to Seoul next year. 

Boeing's chief executive, Jim McNerney, told analysts in 
October the company was investing its own money to 
maintain the F-15 supply chain because it expected the Saudi 
Arabia sale to be completed in the "short-term timeframe." 
The proposed sale would include 84 F-15SA aircraft, 
associated radars and other military equipment and upgrades 
to the Gulf state's existing 70 F-15s. 

The larger payload of the F-15 may give Boeing a certain 
edge over the Lockheed F-35 in South Korea, analysts say, 
pointing out that South Korea has different requirements than 
Japan did when it chose the F-35. 

But Loren Thompson, analyst with the Lexington 
Institute, said Japan's choice of the F-35, a single-engine plane 
that is still under development, over Boeing's more mature 
twin-engine Super Hornet, is the latest indication that demand 
for Cold War era fighters is waning. 

"The market is migrating toward stealthy next-generation 
jets and Boeing doesn't have an offering that could enable it to 
remain a leader in that future market," he said. 

Shares of Boeing rose 3.2 percent to $72.44 on the New 
York Stock Exchange on Tuesday, a day of widespread gains 
for stocks, while Lockheed gained 2.2 percent to $78.53. 
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13. Navy’s Grand Show Of Strength, Made In India 
At spectacle, many ships from Calcutta 
(THE TELEGRAPH (INDIA) 21 DEC 11) ... Sujan Dutta 

MUMBAI -- Squadrons of naval aircraft flew over ranks 
of warships and submarines this morning in waters off this 
city that desperately seeks assurance on its coast  

The grand ceremony that is the President’s Fleet Review 
may actually mark a turning point in the Indian Navy’s 
acquisitions: warships made in India’s own shipyards 
outnumbered the foreign acquisitions. A majority of the 
indigenously-built ships have slid out of the defence public 
sector in Calcutta, the Garden Reach Shipbuilders and 
Engineers. 

Reviewing the naval fleet from a warship that steamed 
through the ranks – a formality nearly every President has 
gone through ceremoniously – Pratibha Patil said: “The navy, 
today, is poised to achieve new milestones with the imminent 
induction of the aircraft carrier Vikramaditya, the Kolkata 
Class stealth destroyers, the follow-on frigates of the Talwar 
Class, the indigenous ASW Corvettes and an impressive 

number of submarines and aircraft. Today, the Indian Navy is 
one of the most capable in the region and, with its well 
thought out modernisation plans, is destined to grow even 
further.”  

The “new milestones” that the Indian Navy has reached 
since the 26/11 strikes here when the terrorists came in on a 
dinghy from the sea has included the induction of modern and 
more powerful assets. Some of them were on display here — 
like the indigenously built stealth frigates INS Shivalik and 
Satpura —among the 57 vessels in five ranks. 

The President sailed on an offshore patrol vessel through 
the rows and was saluted by the officers and Sailors who lined 
the decks in the anchorage off Mumbai’s naval dockyards. 

It is somewhat ironical that despite the added might, 
Mumbai this year has driven holes into the claims of 
reinforced coastal security, when rusty old tubs such as the 
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MT Pavit either came into its waters undetected or beached in 
Juhu. 

The President’s Fleet Review is a show of grandeur as 
much as of might. The Navy diverted its ships from the 
eastern and southern fleets as well to the Western Naval 
Command area here. Historically, fleet reviews were carried 
out by a monarch before setting sail for war or to celebrate a 
coronation.  

Probably the most formal of all naval ceremonies — each 
naval officer maintains 24 sets of uniforms — the fleet review 
has now evolved into an opportunity to showcase might. 

In the Indian Ocean region, the U.S. and western powers 
have been acknowledging the “sea legs” that the Indian Navy 
has developed. China has been watching and on occasion has 
questioned the Indian Navy presence in waters that it claims. 
The amphibious assault ship, the INS Airavat, was also here, 
deployed from its home base in the Andamans. 

On Monday evening, at the presidential banquet, the 
Chief of Naval Staff, Admiral Nirmal Verma, promised “safe 
seas and secure coasts” and said the navy’s tasking included 
policing neighbourhood waters just as much as it included 
“strategic (nuclear) deterrence”. 

A total of 81 ships participated in the review. Forty-four 
aircraft of the navy and the Coast Guard – including the MiG 
29K fighters – flew overhead. The MiG 29K are to be based 
on the aircraft carrier, the Admiral Gorshkov, that the 
Russians have delayed. The aircraft now operate from a 
simulated flight deck in the naval aviation base at INS Hansa 
in Goa. 

Accompanying the President were defence minister A.K. 
Antony and four Union ministers — Pallam Raju, G.K. Vasan, 
Sachin Pilot, Milind Deora, Mukul Wasnik and members of 
the parliamentary committee on defence. 
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14. Syrian Air Force, Navy On Manoeuvres Against 'Aggression' 
(THE DAILY STAR (LEBANON) 20 DEC 11) 

NICOSIA, Cyprus -- The Syrian navy and air force 
conducted live-fire manoeuvres on Tuesday to test their 
preparedness to repulse "any aggression against the 
homeland," the official SANA news agency reported. 

"The air force and air defences conducted manoeuvres 
with live ammunition... with a view to testing the combat 
capabilities of the air forces and to test their readiness to 
respond to any aggression" against the country, SANA said. 

The agency added that naval forces had carried out 
similar exercises. 

In early December, rockets and tanks were tested in "as 
part of a 2011 training programme... to deter any enemy 
attack," SANA reported at the time. 

The exercises were "a show of force designed to 
intimidate," according to a Syrian analyst. 

Another analyst said the war games aimed to deter "any 
(Western) impulse to intervene militarily in Syria by showing 
that it is prepared to declare a regional war." 

An opposition figure said it was an act of defiance to 
signal that "the regime is ready to up the stakes if serious 
pressure continues to be exerted on it." 

Foreign ministry spokesman Jihad Makdisi denied that 
the exercises were meant as a message "to anyone" but 
acknowledged that "Syria finds itself in a complicated 
situation." 

Syria has come under U.S., EU and Arab sanctions over 
its suppression of anti-regime protests in which the United 
Nations says more than 5,000 people have been killed since 
mid-March. 
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15. Israel To Hold Its Largest Missile Defense Exercise Ever With US 
(JERUSALEM POST 21 DEC 11) ... Yaakov Katz 

Israel is moving forward with plans to hold the largest-
ever missile defense exercise in its history this spring amid 
Iranian efforts to obtain nuclear weapons. 

Last week, Lt.-Gen. Frank Gorenc, commander of the 
US’s Third Air Force based in Germany, visited Israel to 
finalize plans for the upcoming drill, expected to see the 
deployment of several thousand American soldiers in Israel. 

The drill, which is unprecedented in its size, will include 
the establishment of US command posts in Israel and IDF 
command posts at EUCOM headquarters in Germany – with 
the ultimate goal of establishing joint task forces in the event 
of a large- scale conflict in the Middle East. 

The US will also bring its THAAD (Terminal High 
Altitude Area Defense) and shipbased Aegis ballistic missile 
defense systems to Israel to simulate the interception of 
missile salvos against Israel. The American systems will work 
in conjunction with Israel’s missile defense systems – the 
Arrow, Patriot and Iron Dome. 

Gorenc came to Israel for talks with Brig.-Gen. Doron 
Gavish, commander of the Air Force’s Air Defense Division. 

He toured one of the Iron Dome batteries in the South and the 
Israel Test Bed lab in Holon where the IAF holds its 
interception simulation exercises. 

The IAF is planning to deploy a fourth battery of the Iron 
Dome counter-rocket system in the coming months and is 
mulling the possibility of stationing it in Haifa to protect oil 
refineries located there. 

The Defense Ministry has allocated a budget to 
manufacture an additional three Iron Dome batteries by the 
end of 2012. IAF operational requirements call for the 
deployment of about a dozen batteries along Israel’s northern 
and southern borders. 

The IAF is also moving forward with plans to deploy 
Rafael’s David’s Sling missile defense system, which is 
designed to defend against medium- range rockets and cruise 
missiles. Rafael recently completed a series of successful 
navigation and flight tests of the David’s Sling’s interceptor 
and plans to hold the first interception test by mid-2012. 

Return to Index 
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16. Navy Gets New Arctic Transport Vessel 
The Zvezdochka yard in Severodvinsk starts the construction of a vessel designed for Arctic transportation of 
military hardware. 
(BARENTS OBSERVER (NORWAY) 21 DEC 11) 

The Zvezdochka yard on the 20 December officially 
started the construction of the ”Akademik Kovalyov”, a 
military transport vessel of the 20180TV-class. The 107 meter 
long ship will be built to resist the harsh ice conditions of the 
Arctic, the yard informs in a press release. 

The ship will be able to take on various tasks of military 
transportation, including of the K-29 helicopters. It will enter 
service in the Russian Navy in late 2014, the yard informs. 

A crew of 60 people will run the 6300 ton deadweight 
vessel. 

Speaking to the press, yard Director Vladimir Nikitin says 
that the Zvezdochka company is in the process of expanding 
into new kinds of shipbuilding. –Now we are not only able to 
repair and modernize submarines, but we also launch new 
technologically advanced vessels, he told Rossiiskaya Gazeta. 
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PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
17. Los Angeles-Based Recruiters Go Wireless 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 20 DEC 11) ... Chief Mass Communication Specialist Anthony Briggs Jr. 

LOS ANGELES -- Navy Recruiting District Los Angeles 
completed the initial roll out of the Mobile Recruiting 
Initiative (MRI) for its stateside stations Dec. 19. 

The MRI consists of a common access card (CAC) 
enabled laptop with Wi-Fi, a portable scanner and a compact 
printer. 

The new system replaces the NMCI-based laptops, which 
forced recruiters to link to the internet and their e-mail through 
NMCI-enabled lines, keeping them tethered to their desks for 
connectivity. 

With more than 160 recruiters assigned, the district's 
system administration (SYSAD) department was very busy 
with the rollout, and pleased with the results. 

"The transition was smooth," said SYSAD department 
dead Nicole Thompson. "We put the system through its paces, 
worked through any potential issues our recruiters may face 
and came up with solutions to those problems. The initial 
logon process for each unit took about two hours, but after that 
initial logon at the district they [the recruiters] can work 
anywhere." 

Before the MRI, recruiters would typically meet a 
prospective applicant to discuss Navy opportunities only to set 
up multiple appointments to gather and process the paperwork 
necessary to go to MEPS. Now, a recruiter can meet at an 
applicant's home to scan birth certificates, diplomas and print 
the forms needed to join the Navy. 

"The MRI process streamlines the entire recruiting 
process," said Foothill division leading chief petty officer 
Chief Navy Counselor Josh Tripp. "Recruiters have all the 
tools for processing right there, eliminating the need for 
multiple visits to the applicant's home or the recruiting station 
for processing. This is a time saver for our applicants. Now, 
the recruiters have more time to develop relationships and 
raise awareness in the areas they work in." 

The new system utilizes cloud-based computing on 
secured servers, which eliminates personally identifiable 
information (PII) to be stored on the laptop. The CAC reader 
on the laptops, along with the industry standard encryption 
protocols allows the recruiters to work remotely, knowing 
their information is secured. 

"The move to MRI-based processing constitutes a 
paradigm shift for Navy Recruiting, said Electronics 
Technician 2nd Class James Bame, SYSAD technician, 
"We've embraced the change and we're moving forward, 
smartly. When we say 'The Navy's Hiring' we really are - 
wherever, whenever." 

For more information, visit www.navy.mil, 
www.facebook.com/usnavy, or www.twitter.com/usnavy.  

For more news from Navy Recruiting District Los 
Angeles, visit www.navy.mil/local/nrd-la/. 
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18. Entering The Navy Following A Different Kind Of Boot Camp 
(BAY NET (MD) 20 DEC 11) 

For six College of Southern Maryland students who 
completed one of the college’s non-credit programs for the 
trades, it is smooth sailing into an apprenticeship program 
with the Navy.  

“CSM has been working on developing a formal 
apprenticeship program for the Naval Facilities Command 
(NAVFAC) over the last two years,” said CSM Executive 
Director of Workforce Development Susan Ross. “The 
program has been approved by the Maryland Apprenticeship 
Council and we are ready to provide a steady stream of 

qualified students who have completed HVAC, electrical, 
carpentry, welding and, soon, plumbing programs.”  

The partnership is already showing results as NAVFAC 
has interviewed CSM boot camp completers and has selected 
10 to become paid apprentices, said Ross. “They will work for 
NAVFAC as they move through the apprenticeship program 
toward becoming journeymen,” said Ross, adding that 
NAVFAC will cover all training expenses.  

“Recruitment was great,” said NAVFAC Washington 
Apprentice Coordinator Katy Rittle. “The candidates from 
CSM were very motivated and interested in our program.” 
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Since beginning the trades boot camps as part of the 
college’s Career Starters program, 69 electrical, 97 HVAC and 
69 welding students have received certificates of completion. 
The program includes carpentry and began offering a 
plumbing boot camp in November.  

“Partnering with unions and organizations that are 
seeking qualified workers has helped our students move to the 
front of the hiring line,” said Ross. “CSM has added OSHA 
(Occupational Safety and Health Administration) and first-aid 
training courses as requirements to certification, taking that 

responsibility off the shoulders of union employers and 
making our students more competitive job applicants.”  

Currently, CSM has partnerships with the Washington, 
D.C. Building Trades Council, the Mid-Atlantic Carpenter’s 
Training Centers, Triton Metals, and Duncan and Shapiro.  

A Career Starters Open House for the trades will be held 
from 4 to 6 p.m. on Jan. 19 at CSM’s Center for Trades and 
Energy Training in Waldorf.  

For information on trades programs, visit 
www.csmd.edu/WorkforceDevelopment/Construction. 
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19. Study Will Test Neck Injections To Combat PTSD 
(NAVY TIMES 26 DEC 11) ... Gidget Fuentes 

SAN DIEGO — After seeing promising results with an 
innovative treatment for post-traumatic stress disorder, a 
group of Navy doctors in San Diego hopes a new study will 
show a shot in the neck that quiets nerves could bring quick, 
lasting relief to suffering combat vets. 

In a pilot study at Naval Medical Center San Diego, 42 
active-duty service members will get injections to block or 
turn off nerves from transmitting triggers that can cause 
anxiety, hyperarousal or other symptoms of PTSD. Such nerve 
blocks, much like basic pain management treatments first done 
in 1925, typically bring relief in a few days, if not several 
hours, and in the weeks or months after the procedure. 

The study, funded by the Navy Bureau of Medicine and 
Surgery, uses a stellate ganglion block, or SGB. The treatment 
involves injecting an anesthetic into the stellate ganglion — a 
bundle of nerves in the neck — which blocks pain signals in 
the sympathetic nerve system from reaching the brain. 

So far, more than 20 patients diagnosed with PTSD have 
begun the voluntary three-month program, which involves two 
or three injections of either the real treatment or a placebo, 
said Capt. Anita Hickey, an anesthesiologist and director of 
Pain Research and Integrative Medicine at the medical center. 

The procedure lasts a half-hour for patients, who in most 
cases are sedated or receive a topical anesthetic in the neck. 
An X-ray and, in the case of the San Diego study, an 
ultrasound machine guide the proper placement of the needle 
and direct the anesthetic to the targeted spot, Hickey said. The 
treatment includes checkups at one week, one month and three 
months after the initial shot, with possible subsequent 
injections of either the placebo or the anesthetic. 

‘Rebooting A Computer'  
Research shows an SGB injection "does have an effect on 

the sympathetic nervous system in the brain," said Hickey, 
who has used nerve blocks in pain management. She described 
the treatment as "rebooting a computer," with most patients 
seeing reduced PTSD symptoms.  

The study team hopes to present its findings in May at an 
American Psychiatric Association meeting and ultimately get 
more funding for continuing research and larger clinical 
studies. An article Hickey co-authored about the effects of 
SGB treatment on eight combat vets will be in the February 
issue of Military Medicine, the Journal of the Association of 
Military Surgeons of the United States. 

The Navy's study takes a page from Chicago 
anesthesiologist Dr. Eugene Lipov, who in 2008 first used the 
treatment for PTSD sufferers. Lipov, who so far has used the 
treatment on 30 combat vets, unsuccessfully tried four times to 

get Defense Department funding for a larger clinical trial, but 
he currently provides the $1,000 treatment to patients partly 
funded through donations. 

Lipov, who with Hickey co-authored an earlier paper 
about stellate ganglion block, said the treatment eases 
symptoms and can reduce emotional reactions to trauma 
without erasing the memory. 

The treatment shows promising results, a Navy 
psychiatrist involved in the trial said. 

"We do see some benefits at one week. People are more 
calm, are having fewer nightmares, are able to do more 
things," said Dr. Robert McLay, Naval Medical Center San 
Diego's mental health research director and psychiatrist who 
works with troops with PTSD.  

McLay, an admitted skeptic, is excited about the 
treatment. "I think it potentially could really change the 
thinking in some respects with responding to PTSD," he said. 

Popular treatments range from medication and counseling 
to virtual-reality exposure and even alternative therapies such 
as yoga and art. But as the Iraq and Afghanistan wars wind 
down, with as many as one-quarter to one-third of combat vets 
suffering from PTSD, officials expect to see larger caseloads. 

However, defense health officials told a Bethesda, Md., 
conference this month that fewer than half of PTSD patients 
are helped by medications and psychotherapy. Lipov said he 
has seen 80 percent success among his veteran patients so far, 
but he acknowledged further study will refine the treatment 
and help doctors better learn which patients and symptoms are 
helped the most.  

Medical experts say the complexity of PTSD, how it 
affects different patients and lack of understanding about how 
the brain works all add to the difficulty of treating — if not 
curing — the disorder. Combat veterans can suffer 
nightmares, headaches, depression, anxiety and isolation.  

PTSD patients "by their very nature are very jumpy, very 
hesitant to jump into things," McLay said. "We've actually 
been getting more volunteers for a shot in the neck ... than 
coming in and having to meet me twice a week to talk about 
their trauma." 

Dr. Maryam Navaie, a San Diego research consultant 
who's worked with Hickey and Lipov, said SGB treatment 
requires shorter commitment so it's easier for the vets. 
"Compliance is 100 percent," said Navaie, compared to 30 to 
40 percent for those pre-scribed medications. 

That ease and fast relief appealed to Aviation Structural 
Mechanic 1st Class Christopher Carlson, who retired in 2010 
after multiple deployments in a 20-year career that included 
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at-sea tours. Carlson said he subsequently was diagnosed with 
PTSD after getting worsening bouts of cold sweats, disrupted 
sleep, anxiety and severe nightmares "that seemed almost 
real." 

He was prescribed medications "but really nothing 
seemed to be working," he said, and his struggles sidetracked 
him from getting good employment after he retired in Norfolk, 
Va., and moved to Chicago. He drank more, was depressed 
and got more forgetful; he and his wife, who have four 
children, divorced. 

On a fluke, someone told him - about Lipov's treatment. 
Desperate for relief, he volunteered.  

"It seemed like it was a miracle cure," he said. "It changed 
my life."  

After his initial improvement seemed to wane a few 
months after the first injection, Carlson got a second treatment 
and noticed "night and day" changes.  

"My mind is a lot clearer, and I'm sleeping better," he said 
Dec. 14. "My emotions are a lot better."  
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20. TSP Participation Declining 
(GOVERNMENT EXECUTIVE 19 DEC 11) ... Amanda Palleschi 

The rate of federal employee participation in the 401(k)-
like Thrift Savings Plan is "softening," according to new data 
from the Federal Retirement Thrift Investment Board.  

TSP participation was at 85.4 percent in October, before 
showing a slight dip to 85.2 in November. The decline marked 
a "trend that appears to be continuing," said Renee Wilder, the 
board's director of research and strategic planning.  

Participation by military members remained steady at 
39.3 percent. Military reserves' participation was 15.7 percent 
in November, up from 14.5 percent in October, according to 
the new data.  

Wilder said the board found three factors contributing to 
the "softening" of participation: employees hitting their 
contribution limits toward the calendar year's end; separations 
from service in the federal government, such as reductions as a 

result of troop withdrawals; and an uptick in "hardship 
withdrawals."  

"Expect to see more and more separation -- either retiring 
or leaving -- particularly with the current budget status," said 
Pamela-Jeanne Moran, the board's director of participant 
services. The shrinking population of Civil Service Retirement 
System employees is also a factor, she said.  

She added, however, that many people retire in January, 
and "with the hiring freeze included, if we replaced the people 
who are leaving, they'd be automatically enrolled [in TSP]."  

As previously reported, November was a disappointing 
month for TSP funds. The L Income, G and F funds posted 
positive returns, but the C, S and I funds all posted losses 
between October and November. 
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21. Sears Pledges To Hire Veterans 
(WLS ABC 7 (CHICAGO) 20 DEC 11) ... Leah Hope 

CHICAGO -- Sears is one of several businesses that say 
hiring veterans is a priority after the end of the Iraq war, which 
marks a beginning for nearly one million service members.  

The commitment to hire veterans may be an act of 
patriotism or it may simply be good business to hire men and 
women with a resume from the government. Even with that 
commitment, jobs are hard to find. ABC7 got some advice 
Tuesday for returning veterans entering the civilian work 
force.  

If you're looking for a plasma TV at Sears, Jimmy 
Beamon may have had a hand in making sure it was there. 
Beamon, an inventory analyst for Sears, was hired in October. 
Prior to that, he was a sonar technician for the Navy hunting 
submarines. It took him over a year to land a job after leaving 
the Navy. Beamon said the key was networking and finding 
ways to convert his 10-year military experience to the 
corporate world.  

"I tried to focus more on the leadership aspect and what 
I've learned about managing people and things like that as 
opposed to just the technician skills that were involved," said 
Beamon.  

Christina Dibble helps recruit veterans for Sears. She is a 
veteran herself and tells returning vets not to be discouraged.  

"Consider your resume a living document, revise it over 
and over again. Keep track of your successes, how many times 
you resume has been selected for an interview," said Dibble.  

John Challenger, an outplacement specialist at 
Challenger, Gray and Christmas, says veterans need to be 
prepared to face a tough job market.  

"Each vet ought to take a hard look at their experience 
and distill out what their skills are that they have and be very 
clear about how they are doing to translate that into the 
business world, " said Challenger. "  

Back at Sears on 79th Street, Floyd Maxwell had no 
problem finding work in the 1990s as a Desert Storm veteran. 
A layoff in 2008 didn't deter him either. Maxwell says having 
l military background gave him the tenacity to keep looking. 
Now he manages the stock room and the store's products.  

"Some of the hardest thing you experienced in the 
military..you can utilize those by saying I can overcome this. I 
know it's competitive out there with the job market, but I have 
these unique skills," said Maxwell.  

The most recent returning veterans have higher 
unemployment rates that the national average. Experts and the 
veterans we spoke with suggest connecting with other veterans 
to see which companies may be hiring and for support. 

View clip RT 2:40 
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FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
22. Farther, Faster, Smarter 
Next-generation ship-launched cruise missiles are taking shape 
(SEAPOWER MAGAZINE DECEMBER 2011) ... Richard R. Burgess 

The Navy is progressing toward development of a new 
anti-ship cruise missile to arm its surface combatants with a 
replacement for the long-serving RGM-84 Harpoon. 

It also is working with the Defense Advanced Research 
Projects Agency (DARPA) to develop a “smarter” very-long-
range anti-ship missile that will enable surface combatants to 
engage ships at even longer ranges in a degraded 
communications environment.  

In an era of successful land-attack missions, including 
Tomahawk missile strikes earlier this year in Libya, the Navy 
is turning its attention toward enhancing its ability to attack 
ships at sea.   

“The Navy has always considered maritime dominance a 
core competence,” said Lt. Cmdr. Robert Gelinas, surface 
strike officer in the Office of the Chief of Naval Operations. 
“Due to evolving threats, the Navy does see a require-ment to 
improve its ability to strike moving maritime targets.” 

The Navy has fielded the Boeing-built R/AGM-84 
Harpoon Block I anti-surface warfare (ASUW) cruise missile 
for more than three decades from its surface combatants — 
and, until recently, attack submarines — as well as P-3 and 
F/A-18 aircraft.  

Since the advent of the Harpoon, it has been fired in anger 
only on a few occasions. In 1980, Iranian forces used 
Harpoons to sink two Iraqi missile boats. In 1986, the cruiser 
USS Yorktown and Navy A-6 aircraft fired Harpoons at 
Libyan ships in the Gulf of Sidra. In 1988, U.S. and Iranian 
naval units fired Harpoons at each other. The Iranian frigate 
Sahand was engaged and sunk by Harpoon missiles fired by 
the frigate USS Joseph Strauss and A-6 aircraft.  

The current Harpoon Block IC version has a radar 
capability that provides terminal guidance to a target ship but 
lacks a data link for updates in the target ship’s position. A 
Block II version — with Global Positioning System (GPS) 
equipment for improved midcourse guidance and usable in a 
land-attack role — is in service with 28 foreign navies.  

Boeing proposed a Block III equipped with GPS and a 
data link for target position updates, but in April 2009 the 
Navy canceled plans to deploy it for budget reasons. 

“The Harpoon cruise missile is intended to remain in 
service until at least 2025,” said Capt. Carl Chebi, the Navy’s 
program manager for precision strike weapons. “The Navy is 
maintaining the Harpoon weapon system as the primary anti-
surface weapon for attacking mobile targets at sea.”  

“In November 2010, the Navy completed an Offensive 
ASUW Initial Capabilities Document [ICD], which identified 
the capability gaps across the ASUW kill chain,” Gelinas said. 
“This document summarizes the results of analysis and 
describes why nonmaterial changes alone have been judged 
inadequate in fully providing this capability. The Navy is now 
conducting an Offensive ASUW Analysis of Alternatives 
[AOA] to determine preferred material concepts to mitigate 
the capability gaps.” 

The AOA, scheduled for completion in December, “is 
evaluating more than 40 surface- and air-launched concepts 
that were submitted by industry and academia,” Gelinas said. 
“The purpose of this study is to determine a preferred material 

concept that can defeat a near-peer surface action group. The 
study team is looking at concepts that could [reach] IOC 
[initial operational capability] between 2018 and 2024.” 

“Once the AOA is approved by the Navy, it will be 
submitted to [director of the Office of the Secretary of 
Defense for Cost Assessment and Program Evaluation] for a 
sufficiency review before being considered as part of the 
acquisition process,” said Lt. Courtney Hillson, a Navy 
spokeswoman in the Office of the Chief of Information. 

Gelinas said this concept would be a replacement to the 
current Harpoon Block IC, scheduled for retirement by 2025. 

In addition to a Harpoon replacement, the Navy is looking 
at a next-generation missile with a longer reach. Though the 
Navy has been able to attack fixed land targets with Raytheon-
built BGM-109 Tactical Tomahawk (Block IV) cruise missiles 
at ranges of 900 nautical miles, it lacks a ship-launched cruise 
missile to make precision anti-ship attacks at such ranges.  

To meet that need, DARPA is spearheading with the 
Navy the development of a new missile, the Long-Range Anti-
Ship Missile (LRASM). 

“The LRASM program was initiated in 2009 in 
coordination with the Navy leadership to ensure that the U.S. 
maintained best-in-world operational anti-surface warfare 
capability into the future,” said Rob McHenry, DARPA’s 
LRASM program manager. “The end goal of the program is to 
demonstrate and mature the technologies so they may be 
transferred to the services for the development of a production 
variant.  

“The LRASM program is aimed at developing advanced 
pro-totype capabilities for anti-access/area denial,” he said. 
“This requires technological advancement of ad-vanced 
sensors, dynamic control systems, survivability fea-tures and 
weapon lethality. These technologies are being integrated into 
complete prototypes that should be ca-pable of completing 
challenging long-range strikes against high-end air defense 
targets in hostile environments.   

“LRASM must traverse long ranges, sufficient to allow 
U.S. Navy platforms to engage from outside of direct 
counterfire ranges,” he said. “LRASM must employ organic 
sensors to search out large target areas with many interfering 
ships, and to detect and identify targets of interest to a very 
high certainty. LRASM must then employ a range of 
survivability features to penetrate through the defensive 
systems designed to shoot it down. Finally, LRASM must 
deliver sufficient lethality to sink the target and make it worth 
the trip.” 

DARPA selected two distinctly different designs from 
nine submissions for Phase 1 development of LRASM. 

“Lockheed Martin Missiles and Fire Control-Strike 
Weapons [Orlando, Fla.], received a $9.91 million contract in 
July 2009 for LRASM-A: a ‘low-slow’ weapon that uses 
stealth, trajectory and advanced avionics to achieve high 
survivability against modern air defense systems,” McHenry 
said. “Lockheed Martin Missiles and Fire Control-Tactical 
Missiles [Grand Prairie, Texas] received a $9.99 million 
contract in July 2009 for LRASM-B: a ‘high-fast’ weapon that 
uses speed, stealth and maneuver to achieve its survivability.” 
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LRASM-A is a derivative of the AGM-158B Joint Air-to-
Surface Standoff Missile-Extended Range (JASSM-ER), a 
development of the AGM-158A JASSM in service as an air-
launched cruise missile with the U.S. Air Force and three 
foreign air forces. The Navy originally was a participant in the 
JASSM program but withdrew in favor of the Boeing-built 
AGM-84K Standoff Land-Attack Missile-Extended Range. 
The LRASM-A is a subsonic winged missile powered by a 
turbojet engine, equipped with a multimode seeker and armed 
with a 1,000-pound-class penetrating blast-fragmentation 
warhead. 

“LRASM-A is designed to be the ideal invisible cruise 
missile, with a goal of denying the target any cue that it has 
been fired on until the warhead detonates,” McHenry said. 
“[It] offers an ideal combination of cost effectiveness and low 
technical risk due to commonality with the ongoing JASSM-
ER program, while using new, cutting-edge technologies to 
meet or exceed the challenging LRASM requirements.” 

LRASM-B is a markedly different design: a high-altitude 
supersonic cruise missile with a ramjet engine, a multimode 
seeker and a 500-pound blast fragmentation warhead. 
LRASM-B is based on an Air Force ramjet missile program, 
the Advanced Strategic Air-Launched Missile, which was 
canceled for budget reasons in 1980 after seven successful test 
flights.   

LRASM-B “favors speed over stealthy penetration,” 
McHenry said. “[It] is built on a heritage of flight tested 
ramjet engines that have been adapted to optimize its 
capabilities for the LRASM mission.”  

“LRASM-B features a chin [air] inlet,” said Glenn Kuller, 
director of advanced program for Lockheed Martin Missiles 
and Fire Control. “The beauty of that design [is that it] lets us 
get nice clean air into the ramjet, yet still have an unobstructed 
view with a robust sensor package.” 

In January, Phase 2 began when DARPA awarded the 
Strike Weapons unit a $65.27 million contract for two air-
launched demonstrations of LRASM-A deployment on Navy 
and Air Force tactical aircraft. The Tactical Missiles unit was 
awarded $164.89 million for four demonstrations of LRASM-
B from the MK 41 Vertical Launch System, the standard 
launcher installed on Ticonderoga-class cruisers and Arleigh 
Burke-class destroyers. Of note, both missiles are designed to 
be launched from ships and aircraft. 

A multimode seeker common to both missiles is being 
developed and integrated by BAE Systems Information and 
Electronic Systems in Nashua, N.H., under a $34.07 million 
DARPA Phase 2 contract. Kuller was not at liberty to discuss 
the seeker’s details.  

“BAE [also] is building the composite MK 29 [vertical 
launch] container,” Kuller said. “It will be a first-time event 

when a LRASM-B gets fired with a MK 71 booster coming 
out of a MK 29 can. 

“In order to keep both programs moving, the Navy elected 
to defer ship integration. We had to make several changes to 
LRASM-A so that it would fit inside a can [vertical-launch 
canister],” he said. 

“The completed designs and testing data will undergo a 
second comprehensive independent government assessment as 
part of the critical design reviews, scheduled for the summer 
of 2012,” McHenry said. “If the designs are assessed to be 
ready to continue to flight testing, the program will complete 
system fabrication and prototype integration. The flight test 
program is expected to be completed by the summer of 2013.” 

LRASM, or something similar, may end up on 
submarines as well. The Navy’s director of submarine 
warfare, Rear Adm. Barry L. Bruner, was briefed on LRASM 
and other missiles in October. He told an audience Oct. 19 at 
the Naval Submarine League’s annual symposium in McLean, 
Va., that “the right answer will be dependent on many things. 
If we can leverage with [the directors of surface and air 
warfare] and save money, the perfect missile that meets all of 
those three warfighting requirements is where we’d want to 
go.”    

Raytheon Missile Systems, Tucson Ariz., has 
ap-proach-ed the Navy with a proposal to convert its 
Tomahawk land-attack missile to an anti-ship missile, said 
Harry Schulte, Raytheon’s vice president for air warfare 
systems. 

Schulte said Raytheon was in discussions with the Navy 
about a concept called Tomahawk Block IV Plus to provide a 
near-term, long-range anti-ship capability by adding an 
improved data link, a multimode seeker and an anti-radiation 
homing device to the Block IV. 

“When it got close enough, an anti-radiation homing 
device could pick out the signals from the ship and make sure 
we had the right ship,” Schulte said. “When it got close 
enough, the seeker would find it, target it, classify it and then 
hit it.”  

Schulte said the Block IV Plus is a low-risk, low-cost 
concept that could be fielded in about three years because the 
Tomahawk already is integrated in the fleet and has room for 
additional systems that would not detract from its land-attack 
capabilities, thus giving the user the flexibility of using the 
same weapon for either type of target.  

“The original LRASM solicitation considered a range of 
proposals that spanned technological risk and performance 
potential,” McHenry said. “The inherent missile attributes and 
ability to integrate new development systems necessary to 
satisfy LRASM requirements were not found in any legacy 
weapon system.” 
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23. A Bird? A Plane? A Droid? A UFO? 
(BAY NET (MD) 20 DEC 11) 

The X-47B Unmanned Combat Air System arrived at Pax 
River early this morning after completing a yearlong test 
phase at Edwards Air Force Base, Calif. 

Personnel departed Edwards AFB last month with the X-
47B loaded on a truck for transport cross-country.  

“The transition to Pax River is a highlight for the 
program,” said Capt. Jaimie Engdahl, Navy UCAS program 

manager. “We are working toward demonstrating the aircraft’s 
ability to operate on and around an aircraft carrier.”  

The X-47B is a tailless, autonomous, unmanned aircraft 
that Northrop Grumman is developing and testing for the 
Navy’s UCAS Demonstration program. X-47B is the first 
fixed-wing unmanned system designed to operate from a Navy 
aircraft carrier. 
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The Navy and Northrop Grumman conducted first flight 
of the X-47B in February 2011 at Edwards AFB. Since then, 
the aircraft has undergone a series of flight tests demonstrating 
its performance under a variety of conditions. 

The combined Navy/industry UCAS-D team will conduct 
shore-based carrier suitability tests at Pax River in 2012. Tests 
will verify the X-47B's ability to communicate with the 
aircraft carrier and to operate safely and effectively with the 
ship's catapult and arresting gear. 

Testing at Pax River will be conducted following 
stringent flight safety procedures and will be conducted within 
restricted airspace. The first X-47B flight at Pax River is 
planned for spring 2012. A second X-47B aircraft is also 
scheduled to arrive early next year.  

Mission 
The mission of the Navy Unmanned Combat Air System 

(UCAS) Aircraft Carrier Demonstration (UCAS-D) is to 
mature technologies for a carrier suitable, low observable 
relevant, unmanned air system in support of a potential 
follow-on acquisition milestone for an unmanned air system 
capable of providing persistent, penetrating surveillance, and 
penetrating strike capability in high threat areas. The X-47B 
made a successful first flight on February 4, 2011 at Edwards 
AFB.  

Description 
The Navy UCAS program will evolve technologies 

required to conduct Launch, Recovery, and Carrier Controlled 
Airspace operations and Autonomous Aerial Refueling (AAR) 
of an LO platform. The Navy plans to: 

- Achieve UCAS CV demonstration  
- Achieve probe & drogue (US Navy style) and 

boom/receptacle (US Air Force style) AAR demonstration 
with an unmanned platform  

- Evaluate and identify technologies supporting future 
Naval Intelligence, Surveillance and Reconnaissance and 
strike capability requirements  

In the 2005 Quadrennial Defense Review, the Navy was 
directed to restructure the Joint Unmanned Combat Air 
System (J-UCAS) program and develop an unmanned, longer-
range carrier-based aircraft capable of being air-refueled to 
provide greater aircraft carrier standoff capability, to expand 
payload and launch options, and to increase naval reach and 
persistence. The primary goal is risk reduction for carrier 
integration and maturation of critical technologies, while 
developing the critical data necessary to support a potential 
acquisition milestone decision. 

Specifications 
Overall Length: 38.2 feet 
Wingspan: 62.1 Feet 
Height: 10.4 feet 
Aircraft Carrier Takeoff Gross Weight: approximately 

44,500 pounds 
Speed: High subsonic 
Power Plant: one Pratt & Whitney F100-220U engine 
Payload Provisions: 4500 pounds, plus allowance for 

electro-optical, infrared, radar and electronic support measures 
sensors 

Autonomous Aerial Refueling Provisions: US Navy and 
US Air Force styles  

Contractor: Northrop Grumman Corporation 
Program Status 
ACAT: Pre-Major Defense Acquisition Program (MDAP) 
Production Phase: Demo 
Inventory: 2 
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24. Navy Orlando Agency Prepares Industry For $300 Million Bid For Warship Training 
(ORLANDO SENTINEL 20 DEC 11) ... Richard Burnett 

Against the backdrop of tightening defense budgets, the 
Navy's Orlando-based simulation-training agency is laying the 
groundwork for one of its richest contract bids in recent years 
for a program potentially worth $300 million. 

The agency – one of the Navy's largest training 
organizations – plans to award a trio of major contracts in 
2012 to produce computer-based virtual training for the 
Navy's Littoral Combat Ship, an advanced, though 
controversial, lightweight warship. Each contract will have a 
potential value of $100 million. 

Early details were disclosed last month at an industry 
briefing, setting off a flurry of activity by defense contractors 
in the region, Navy officials said Tuesday. The contracts, 
which they hope will survive the Pentagon's budget-cutting 
mandate, could support hundreds of high-tech jobs in Central 
Florida's simulation industry. 

"Contracts like this are great because they generate a lot 
of competition," said John Freeman, the naval agency's top 
executive on the program. "And that means everyone in 
industry has to work hard to give the Navy the best deal 
possible." 

Landing the training procurement work for the new 
system was a significant accomplishment for the Navy's 
Orlando agency, he said. The Littoral Combat Ship's top 

program manager in Washington tapped the Orlando agency 
to do the job, instead of having it done by the Naval Sea 
Systems Command in D.C. 

The unknown variable with the new warship, however, is 
which version — or how many versions — of the vessel will 
be built. 

After about seven years of technical issues, cost overruns 
and rival bid proposals, the Navy is currently paying for two 
versions of the Littoral Combat Ship — one by Lockheed 
Martin Corp., the other by General Dynamics Corp. 

Costs of the new warship have doubled in that time to 
about $400 million per vessel – not good in an era of budget 
austerity. The Pentagon is already on track to cut $450 billion 
over the next decade and that doesn't include cuts that could 
result from the congressional supercommittee's recent failure 
to reduce the deficit by $1.3 trillion. 

"What the Navy originally said it wanted – and what 
could be delivered on budget and on schedule – have proven 
to be irreconcilable," Sen. John McCain, R-Ariz., said in 
congressional testimony last week. He went on to suggest the 
Navy may have to kill one of the versions to ensure savings. 

Meanwhile, whoever wins the Littoral training contracts 
awarded in Orlando will have to produce two versions of 
training systems. 
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"That's going to be a challenge," said Ken Kelly, an 
industry consultant and former chairman of the National 
Center for Simulation, a trade group at the Central Florida 

Research Park. "It's not unheard of, but it does add significant 
complexity to the work." 
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BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
25. Deployed Service Members Receive a Warm Welcome Home 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 20 DEC 11) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class David Danals, Defense Media Activity - Navy 

BALTIMORE -- Operation Welcome Home Maryland 
(OWHM) volunteers greeted more than 300 service members 
arriving at Baltimore/Washington International (BWI) 
Thurgood Marshall airport returning from overseas 
deployments, Dec. 19. 

OWHM is an all-volunteer force that has greeted more 
than 190,000 military personnel returning from deployments 
since 2007. 

"These are our heroes, and they deserve a really great 
welcome home," said Ken Funk, OWH team leader and 
treasurer. "They are the ones that protect us every single day 
by fighting for our freedom and protecting our rights." 

OWH consists of volunteers from church groups, scouts, 
schools and veteran groups all the way to the Expeditionary 
Combat Readiness Center (ECRC) whose mission is to see 
that these returning service members get all the help they 
need. 

"We meet the service members here at the airport and 
make sure they are greeted and get to where they need to go," 

said Master-at-Arms 2nd Class Reginald Lewis, ECRC. 
"Nobody should be left behind ungreeted and they should feel 
welcomed for their hard work and dedication overseas." 

Volunteers at the event participated by making gift bags 
in an assembly line fashion prior to the flight arriving, as well 
as hanging up posters and helping out with heavy luggage. 

"Whether they are from Kansas or California, they are 
back on American soil, and they are so happy to be back here" 
said Funk. "It is like a big weight off their shoulders, and to 
see these people greeting them puts a big smile on their faces." 

BWI receives the highest number of returning veterans 
per year with an average of 20 flights per month which equals 
to greeting 4,000 to 5,000 each month. 

In 2010, more than 45,000 service members aboard 215 
flights were greeted by OWHM volunteers. For more 
information about Operation welcome Home, visit 
www.operationwelcomehome.org.  
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26. NEXCOM Associates Support Local Food Bank 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 20 DEC 11) ... Kristine M. Sturkie, Navy Exchange Service Command Public Affairs 

VIRGINIA BEACH, Va. -- Navy Exchange Service 
Command (NEXCOM) announced Dec. 19 that its associates 
in the Hampton Roads region donated 5,981 pounds of canned 
goods to the Foodbank of Southeastern Virginia. 

"With the 5,981 pounds, we can provide 4,984 meals," 
said Abby Weber, Food and Fund Drive Coordinator for the 
Foodbank of Southeastern Virginia. "Thank you so much for 
your incredible support."  

As part of the food drive, associates in NEXCOM's 
Information Systems Group declared its second annual "food 
fight," which this year was dubbed Operation Boat Load. 
Overall, more than 4,000 pounds of food was collected from 
the Information Systems Group department alone.  

"Last year our department decided to contribute food to 
the Foodbank during the holidays," said Christine McLaren, 
NEXCOM Information Systems Code IAB. "To make it more 
interesting, we challenged the other departments in our 
Information Systems Group to do the same thing. This year on 
top of food donations, we also competed for the best decorated 
box. We have a really good time. Collecting the food helps 
remind us that we are part of the community."  

NEXCOM's headquarters building collected 424 pounds 
while the Corporate Accounting Center collected 257 pounds. 

For more information, visit www.navy.mil, 
www.facebook.com/usnavy, or www.twitter.com/usnavy.  

For more news from Navy Exchange Service Command, 
visit www.navy.mil/local/nexcom/. 
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27. Love For The Baby SEALs 
(NEW YORK POST 21 DEC 11) ... Michael Goodwin 

If the holiday spirit has you looking to do something for 
others and also support a great cause, look here. A camp for 
the children of Navy SEALs does both.  

The summer camp is a program for kids with a parent in 
the extraordinary commando unit and other parts of the 
Special Warfare operation. Sponsored by the Navy SEAL 
Foundation, the camp is part fun and games and part education 
about military life, and also provides counseling. It is a new 

service that aims to make the dangerous deployments easier 
for the children of these incredible warriors.  

One SEAL team, of course, swooped into Pakistan to get 
Osama bin Laden. Apart from the singular nature of the target, 
the raid is typical of the clandestine assignments given to the 
Sea, Air and Land forces whose training is legendary for its 
grueling difficulty.  
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Some assignments end in tragedy. Eighteen SEALs and 
four other Special Warfare members were killed in 
Afghanistan last August when their helicopter was shot down 
near Kabul.  

In both good and terrible times, their families remain at 
home and the long, frequent separations are especially hard on 
children. Enter the foundation, which, since 2000, has helped 
the families get through tragedies, established scholarships, 
and sought to bolster morale.  

It’s a charity that can have a bearing on national security. 
As a SEAL commander told me, “If the families fail, we end 
up losing the operators.” 

As a SEAL spouse put it during the same phone 
interview, “The dad knows someone back home is helping his 
kids get through the years.” 

The Navy SEAL Foundation is private and separate from 
the Department of Defense, which is not permitted to raise 
money. 

The summer-camp program started last year and was such 
a hit with the 125 kids on the East Coast who participated that 
organizers aim to invite nearly 600 kids next summer in 
Virginia and California, where the eight SEAL teams are 
based.  

“Our kids live in the dark,” said a SEAL wife about the 
secrecy surrounding missions. “And they live with a lot of 
disappointment. The fact that Dad didn’t come home when he 
said he would is part of the life.” 

She said the camp helped her two children “face their 
fears” and better understand their father’s life.  

“SEAL moms are protective,” she said, asking that she 
not be identified. “We’re picky about who our kids are with, 
but in the camp, they realized they are not alone. They came 
home feeling it’s kind of cool what Dad does.”  

Physical activity in the morning was followed by 
explanations of military life and equipment, then evening 
campfire conversations about their lives.  

The weeklong camp also included naval counseling 
professionals looking for signs of stress. About 15 of the 
children lost their fathers in the Afghanistan tragedy alone. 

The commander, who also asked not to be identified, said 
the counselors “know how to spot the kids having trouble.” 
Deployments generally run from four to eight months, but he 
said some SEALs have been deployed a dozen times in Iraq 
and Afghanistan.  

“For my kids, the camp brought a lot of things together,” 
said the mother. “They learned the importance of what their 
father does and to appreciate it. They’re already saying they 
want to go back again.” 

That’s where we come in, dear readers. Visit the Navy 
SEAL Foundation at NSWFoundation.org and make a 
donation. You can earmark it for the summer camp or leave it 
unrestricted. 

It’s the least we can do for those who do so much for 
America.  
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28. USS New Orleans Sailors, Marines Volunteer At Cambodian Children's Shelter  
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 20 DEC 11) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Dominique Pineiro, USS New Orleans Public 
Affairs 

SIHANOUKVILLE, Cambodia -- Sailors assigned to the 
amphibious transport dock ship USS New Orleans (LPD 18) 
and embarked Marines of the 11th Marine Expeditionary Unit 
(MEU) participated in a community service project at the 
House of Family children's shelter Dec. 19.  

The shelter is funded by the School of Public Health and 
Social Work of St. Elizabeth and serves as a refuge for 
HIV/AIDS positive orphans or vulnerable children (OVC).  

Zuzka Vu, a social worker with the House of Family, said 
the shelter's staff helps ensure OVC affected by HIV/AIDS 
have access to clothing, water, sanitation and all the primary 
needs of HIV/AIDS patients. 

Sailors and Marines helped make a stone walkway for the 
shelter. Afterwards they played games, danced and even 
provided basic medical treatment for the kids. 

"Being here makes me feel like I'm giving back 
something very important," said Hospital Corpsman 1st Class 
Joseph Samonte. "It's a big difference between what we have 
(in America) and what they have and it always feels good to 
help out." 

Lt. Paul Armstrong, USS New Orleans' command 
chaplain, said it's important for Sailors and Marines to interact 
with the local population while on liberty.  

"This organization is really making a difference in the 
community," he said. "It's part of our mission and is one of the 
things we really need to do."  

Samonte echoed Armstrong's sentiment saying he was 
grateful to be involved with the organization. 

"Working with them helps paint a better picture of the 
local community," said Samonte. "It helps us get away from 
the beaches and tourist areas." 

Vu said the shelter does not get many volunteers and she 
appreciated the visit from the Sailors and Marines and wished 
they would come by and play with the children more often. 

"I wish they could come by 40 hours a week and play 
with the children," she said. "They're really helping us and 
giving us a break." 

New Orleans deployed Nov. 14 in support of the nation's 
Maritime Strategy and is currently conducting theater security 
cooperation missions in the U.S. 7th Fleet area of 
responsibility (AOR). 

New Orleans, the amphibious dock landing ship USS 
Pearl Harbor (LSD 52) and the amphibious assault ship USS 
Makin Island (LHD 8), along with the embarked 11th MEU, 
make up the Makin Island Amphibious Ready Group (ARG). 

The mission of the Makin Island ARG is to help provide 
deterrence, promote peace and security, preserve freedom of 
the seas and provide humanitarian/disaster response as well as 
supporting the Navy's Maritime Strategy when forward 
deployed. 

The 7th Fleet AOR includes more than 52 million square 
miles of the Pacific and Indian oceans, stretching from the 
international date line to the east coast of Africa, and from the 
Kuril Islands in the north to the Antarctic in the south.  

More than half of the world's population lives within the 
7th Fleet AOR. In addition, more than 80 percent of that 
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population lives within 500 miles of the oceans, which means 
this is an inherently maritime region.  

For more information, visit www.navy.mil, 
www.facebook.com/usnavy, or www.twitter.com/usnavy.  

For more news from USS Makin Island (LHD 8), visit 
www.navy.mil/local/lhd8/.  
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29. Cherokee Navy JROTC Cadets Take Carrier Cruise 
(KINGSPORT (TN) TIMES NEWS 20 DEC 11) 

ROGERSVILLE, Tenn. — A group of Cherokee High 
School Navy JROTC cadets recently completed a cruise on a 
Navy aircraft carrier on a trip sponsored by the Strike Fighter 
Squadron VFA-31 “Tomcatters” — a member of which is a 
Cherokee alumni. 

The CHS Navy JROTC cadets who participated on the 
cruise were David Byrd, Devin Parker, Austin Bryan, Noah 
Goley, Jesse Harrell, William Lovin, Gabriela Gonzalez, 
Maddie McDougal, Ashley Pope and Lauren Kiser. 

They completed a three-day Tiger Cruise on board the 
USS George H.W. Bush (CVN-77). 

The cadets got a chance to meet the Strike Group Two 
commander, Rear Adm. Nora W. Tyson, from Memphis. 

Tyson is the first woman to command a carrier Strike 
Group. 

One of the “Tomcatter” team members who sponsored the 
trip is Mary Lowe, a graduate of Cherokee and a former Navy 

JROTC cadet. Her sister, Harley Lowe, is also a former cadet 
and was aboard for the Tiger Cruise as well. 

“Cherokee NJROTC cadets earned their Tiger Cruise 
Warfare Pin and were indoctrinated of the many facets of 
carrier operations,” said retired Chief Warrant Officer Clyde 
H. Shumate, who is senior naval science instructor for the 
Cherokee Navy JROTC. “They also slept in the enlisted 
berthing compartment and ate their meals on the enlisted mess 
decks.” 

The carrier is under the command of Capt. Brian E. 
Luther, who led the maiden voyage and seven-month combat 
deployment in support of Operations Enduring Freedom and 
New Dawn. 

The super carrier is 1,092 feet long and displaces over 
100,000 tons, making her one of the world’s largest and most 
powerful warships. 

The Cherokee Navy JROTC chaperones were Shumate, 
Donnie Anderson and Karen Shumate. 
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30. 2012 Bethpage Air Show At Jones Beach Lineup Announced  
Variety of aircraft to fly over Jones Beach Memorial Day weekend  
(WANTAGH-SEAFORD (NY) PATCH 20 DEC 11) ... Amanda Fascina 

The U.S. Navy Blue Angels, the Royal Canadian Air 
Force Snowbirds, the U.S. Army Golden Knights and other 
performers will star in the 2012 Bethpage Air Show at Jones 
Beach State Park in Wantagh, sponsors announced today. 

The ninth annual show, which takes off each year at 
Farmingdale's Republic Airport before entertaining spectators 
at Jones Beach, is scheduled for May 26-27, 2012 and the 
confirmed lineup includes military and civilian pilots. 

“Memorial Day Weekend is an important time to honor 
women and men of our country’s military both past and 
present, and with all of the scheduled performers, it looks like 
this year’s show will be spectacular," said Rose Harvey, 
commissioner of the New York State Office of Parks, 
Recreation and Historic Preservation. “We are pleased that the 
United States Navy Blue Angels have committed to perform 
again at this year’s Bethpage Air Show at Jones Beach." 

Other confirmed performers include the U.S. Navy F18 
Super Hornet, 106th New York Air National Guard Rescue 

Demo Wing HC-130/HH-60, the American Airpower Museum 
Warbirds, the GEICO Skytypers, Sean D. Tucker of Team 
Oracle, Lt. Col. John Klatt of the National Guard Reserve and 
Sports Aviator Mike Goulian. 

The air show is free to the public, but parking is $10 at 
Jones Beach State Park. For 2012 NYS Empire Passport 
holders, there is no parking fee. 

“Since sponsoring Long Island’s first major air show nine 
years ago, the Bethpage Air Show at Jones Beach has grown 
to become one of the largest, most anticipated public events in 
New York State where each year, hundreds of thousands of 
fans travel to Jones Beach to witness air performances like 
none other,” said Linda Armyn, senior vice president of 
Corporate Strategy at Bethpage Federal Credit Union. “We are 
thrilled to welcome back the United States Navy Blue Angels 
to our elite lineup and are excited to share confirmed military 
and civilian performers to date.” 
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31. Navy Steps Up Effort To Test Mold In Housing 
(VIRGINIAN-PILOT 21 DEC 11) ... Meredith Kruse 

The Navy expects to receive the first results this week 
from mold inspections and testing at more than a dozen 
housing units where residents have complained of mold, and 
184 more inspections have been requested, the service 
announced Tuesday. 

Lincoln Military Housing, the company that operates the 
homes in a joint venture with the Navy, has said that none of 
its testing found unsafe levels of mold. But after an outcry 

from residents unhappy with the company's response, the 
Navy intervened. 

A new inspection company was hired and a maintenance 
task force with Lincoln and Navy representatives is now 
visiting each of the company's nearly 4,400 military housing 
units in the region. 
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The flareup prompted the Navy to re-examine its business 
arrangement with Lincoln, said Rear Adm. Tim Alexander, the 
commander of Navy Region Mid-Atlantic. 

The Navy Housing Service Center can assist military 
families with housing issues. In Norfolk or Virginia Beach, 
call 445-2832 or (800) 628-7510. On the Peninsula, call 847-
7806 or (800) 704-5488. 
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NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
32. Iraq General Welcomed Home In US 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 21 DEC 11) 

JOINT BASE ANDREWS, Md. - Blending solemn 
tradition with joyous reunion, the top commander of US forces 
in Iraq returned home yesterday, greeted by his wife and his 
president in an understated ceremony to mark the end of the 
nine-year conflict. 

President Obama met General Lloyd Austin and his top 
command staff, who made their homecoming bearing the US 
Forces-Iraq flag, the symbolic conclusion to the war, at this 
military post in suburban Washington. 

Obama was accompanied by Vice President Joe Biden. 
Though neither offered formal remarks, both greeted the 
troops and their families. The families, however, had to await 
the ritual return of the flag before embracing their loved ones. 
Under Army custom the flag will be retired and either stored 
or displayed. 

``Today we bring home the colors to United States soil, at 
the same time we embrace many of our own back into the fold 
just in time for the holidays,'' General Martin Dempsey, the 

chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, told the returning men 
and women. ``Welcome home.'' 

The last US troops withdrew from Iraq on Sunday. In a 
visible reminder of the conflict, Dempsey, Austin, and the 
soldiers who accompanied him wore their combat uniforms. 

With Obama, an early opponent of the war, sitting nearby, 
Austin praised the war's outcome. 

``What our troops achieved in Iraq over the course of 
nearly nine years is truly remarkable,'' he said. ``Together with 
our coalition partners and core of dedicated civilians, they 
removed a brutal dictator and gave the Iraqi people their 
freedom.'' 

As the ceremony concluded, Obama waded into a teary 
and jubilant scene of reunion as troops and their families 
hugged and posed for photographs. 

As of yesterday, at least 4,485 members of the US 
military had died in the Iraq war since it began in March 2003, 
according to an Associated Press count. The figure includes 
nine military civilians killed in action. 
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33. Obama Signs Into Law A Bill Providing Flags To Relatives Of Fallen Federal Employees 
(GOVERNMENT EXECUTIVE 20 DEC 11) ... Caitlin Fairchild 

The Civilian Service Recognition Act is now officially a 
law. President Obama signed H.R. 2061 Tuesday, authorizing 
heads of agencies to present a U. S. flag to the next of kin of 
federal employees who are killed in the line of duty. 

Congress passed the legislation in its final form without 
opposition. 

Colleen Kelley, president of the National Treasury 
Employees Union, attended the signing. NTEU actively 
supported the bill, working with other federal employee 
unions and writing letters to numerous members of Congress. 

"With the president's signature today, we -- as a nation -- 
chose to properly honor dedicated federal employees who 

have made the ultimate sacrifice while serving their country," 
Kelley said in a statement. 

Rep. Darrell Issa, R-Calif., chairman of the House 
Oversight and Government Reform Committee, co-sponsored 
the bill with Rep. Richard Hanna, R-N.Y., in June. 

"Over the years, many civilian federal employees have 
given their lives while serving their country, at home and 
abroad," Issa said in a statement Tuesday. "Presenting the flag 
is a symbol of a grateful nation's appreciation for the sacrifice 
of those who have lost their lives in the line of duty and the 
loved ones they leave behind." 
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OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
34. What's Likely In New Pentagon Strategy: 2 Theaters, Fewer Bases, A2D2 
(AOL DEFENSE 20 DEC 11) ... Mackenzie Eaglen 

The threat of a $500 billion defense sequestration looms 
as a result of the Super Committee failure - a prospect that 
Secretary Panetta has called "potentially ruinous." Chairman 
of the House Armed Services Committee Representative 
Howard "Buck" McKeon and some of his Senate colleagues 
have promised to introduce legislation to reverse the cuts. 

Meanwhile, the Pentagon is in the midst of a 
"comprehensive strategic review" designed to bring missions 
and resources into alignment with dramatically reduced 

budgets relative to what the military had expected to receive 
just two short years ago. 

Principles and Pillars of the Forthcoming Strategy 
The first flaw in this approach is that it ignores the fact 

that the defense budget has already been cut and will be cut 
again before this latest strategic review is completed. This 
means that military and defense officials are chasing budget 
numbers that have been determined in a vacuum and are 
attempting to identify a strategy to match. Much of this is 
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Congress' fault, however, so the blame must be shared across 
the Potomac. 

Military leaders will be asked to undertake yet another 
strategic review once this latest one is done, just over one year 
later at the beginning of the next presidential term regardless 
of who occupies the White House. All this creates a 
debilitating state of seemingly endless strategic review by 
Pentagon leaders that only serve to compound the challenges 
posed when strategy changes faster than force structure. 
Nonetheless, some general assumptions can be made about the 
military initiatives most likely to be sacrificed. 

This latest review process has two noticeable differences: 
• The fact that DoD is operating under strict budget 

constraints when translating stated roles into capabilities, and 
• The drawdown of military personnel in Iraq and 

Afghanistan. 
The 2010 QDR identified four priority objectives: 
• Prevail in today's wars, 
• Prevent and deter conflict, 
• Prepare to defeat adversaries and succeed in a wide 

range of contingencies, and 
• Preserve and enhance the all-volunteer force. 
The new strategy will be published roughly one year after 

the 2010 Quadrennial Defense Review (QDR) and three years 
after the National Defense Strategy and the Quadrennial Roles 
and Missions Review. The short time between the QDR and 
the latest review does not lend itself to major changes, 
especially given that they will still be using the same National 
Security Strategy as overarching guidance. 

Assuming the Secretary Panetta does not decide to 
concede U.S. leadership role in the world, the latter three are 
unlikely to change. The first objective, prevailing in today's 
wars, will most likely undergo the greatest spending 
adjustments. The Army and Marine Corps already face cuts in 
terms of size and force structure, but they will be shrinking 
further even before the threat of sequestration. 

Development of AirSea Battle, a new operational concept, 
will also significantly affect the services' investment 
portfolios. Traditionally, the Navy, Army, and Air Force have 
each received about one-third of the budget. This will 
probably not continue. Secretary Panetta and Secretary of 
State Hillary Clinton have indicated that the Air Force and 
Navy would bear a smaller portion of the cuts. However, these 
services, particularly the Air Force, are starting from a much 
lower baseline. Any change in the "golden ratio" is relative 
because the Air Force and Navy have largely been bill payers 
for the Army over the past decade as the ground forces 
prosecuted land-heavy operations in Iraq and Afghanistan. 

Overseas Presence and Bases Will Be Cut, Especially 
in Europe 

U.S. forces in Europe will be reduced as part of the 
Pentagon's strategic review outcomes. That is because, with 
the budget axe falling so fast and so deeply, the Pentagon will 
be forced to fiercely prioritize the military presence in foreign 
regions. Secretary Panetta betrayed a zero sum approach in 
alluding to force cuts in Europe in part to "free up money so 
the United States could maintain or increase its forces in 
Asia." 

Changes in U.S. priorities abroad will affect U.S. facilities 
and bases there, as well as at home. In a November New York 
Times interview, Secretary Panetta mentioned the possibility 

of another round of base closings. He later identified Air Force 
air wings as specific force structure that is over capacity. This 
is no surprise given that senior Air Force leaders have long 
said there is excess overseas inventory. Former Chairman of 
the Joint Chiefs Admiral Mullen went so far as to say all of 
DoD was "overcapacitized (sic) by about 20 percent. And I'm 
paying the bill for those lights and that energy and those 
people to keep those places open." What Secretary Panetta did 
not mention in is interview was reduction of Army 
installations and presence in Europe, something that has been 
underway for the last decade and will doubtless continue. 

What is not being discussed in all this, however, is the 
critical role our European bases play in U.S. power projection 
and what that loss would mean for the military elsewhere. 
Forward deployment in Europe allowed America to respond 
quickly following 9/11 and to treat injured soldiers in 
Germany returning from the front lines that saved countless 
lives. Our European bases and presence made it possible in 
part to prosecute an air war over the skies of Libya on short 
notice. Preserving America's current overseas posture, 
including bases in Europe, serves our national interests but 
they may well be deemed unaffordable in the latest strategy. 

Ground Forces Will Fall Below Pre-9/11 Levels Quickly 
The Obama Administration's "strategic pivot" from the 

Middle East to the Pacific will feature prominently in the 
upcoming review. This larger change is manifest through 
several interconnected shifts. The first is a large-scale 
reduction in ground forces. The Army currently plans to cut 
50,000 soldiers, reducing its active duty end strength from 
570,000 to 520,000. General Dempsey said that number will 
likely get bigger to meet ever more budget cuts. Similarly, the 
Marine Corps is planning for a reduction of roughly 15,000 
Marines from 202,000 to 186,600. According to Panetta, much 
steeper cuts beyond these are likely. 

Even though the Pentagon is cutting ground forces, DoD 
seems set to somehow revive the long-derided but durable 
two-war standard by another name. This will be a paper 
standard only meant to symbolize the U.S. military is still a 
global force with global reach. Whatever the new force-
planning construct is called, it will surely be couched in 
language similar to the muddled force-planning construct that 
emerged from the 2010 QDR that actually added uncertainty 
to and removed long-standing guidance from the military 
services. 

Active, Guard, Reserve Mix to Change Under Banner 
of "Reversibility" 

As General Dempsey has argued, the United States must 
not find itself in a position where it can do only one thing at 
once. This is obvious. Pentagon leaders plan to skirt the lack 
of capabilities to make this possible through an increased 
reliance on National Guard and Reserve forces. DoD plans to 
assume more risk in the active component and the capabilities 
available immediately in the event of conflict or crisis. 
Examples include heavy armor brigades and tactical fighter 
wings. Readiness will also be resourced differently so the 
Army's Force Generation model appears likely to also be 
deemed unaffordable. 

The problem is that this seems more like wishful thinking 
than strategy. While the "operational Reserve" has preformed 
remarkably well in Iraq and Afghanistan, the last decade of 
war has stressed all of America's forces -- active duty, reserve, 
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and National Guard-to the breaking point. If the military's 
senior leaders still feel that the two-war standard is important 
to maintain, they should mandate the necessary resources. 
Trying to accomplish the same mission set with fewer 
resources is budgetary sleight of hand, not a plan, and 
certainly not a comprehensive strategy. 

Counterinsurgency Wanes While Counterterrorism 
Waxes 

Another tenet of the "pivot" to Asia is the transition from 
a military focused on manpower-intensive counterinsurgency 
(COIN) to the light footprint doctrine of counterterrorism 
(CT). Secretary Panetta has mentioned unmanned or remotely 
piloted aircraft, cyber and Special Forces as key areas that 
must be protected from budget cuts. They may even get more 
money. 

General Dempsey has called for the greater "integration of 
general operating forces and special operating forces." These 
focus areas reflect a strategy that will increasingly seek to 
defeat threats "over-the-horizon" with highly-targeted mobile 
operations. Drone strikes have proven especially useful in 
areas where it is imprudent to send large American forces such 
as northwest Pakistan. Special Forces can continue playing a 
lead role in both covert operations and foreign internal defense 
capacity building with partner nations. 

The challenge is that special operations forces are, by 
definition, not scaleable. It is also unclear that a small group of 
highly-skilled operators can sustain an operational tempo that 
grows every year. While some in Congress have been 
concerned about the readiness of the U.S. military and troops 
on their fifth or sixth combat tour, many special forces 
operators have already served 10 or more overseas combat 
tours. That pace is unsustainable with even marginal growth of 
SOF. 

The Congressional Research Service has summarized 
succinctly in a July 15th report how cuts in the active duty 
ground forces will hurt special forces, not help: "Because 
USSOCOM draws its operators and support troops from the 
services, it will have a smaller force pool from which to draw 
its members. Another implication is that these force reductions 
might also have an impact on the creation and sustainment of 
Army and Marine Corps "enabling" units that USSOCOM is 
seeking to support operations." 

While drones are incredibly useful in remote, undefended 
areas, these systems are not a panacea. Most military's drones 
still need pilots manning stealthy air superiority tactical 
fighters as fifth-generation Joint Strike Fighters to clear the 
skies. But those F-35 jets are a huge bulls eye in the latest 
strategic review. 

While a counterterror-heavy strategy might save money in 
the short-term, it is an open and risky question whether 
counterterror capabilities will be as effective as its advocates 
claim. COIN can take years to reverse insurgent gains and 
provide a blanket of security for the local population. 
However, once local government and security forces reach a 
certain level of competence, insurgent forces tend to fade 
away. CT involves less of a commitment and places fewer 
personnel at risk, but in some cases offers a lower goalpost. 
Nor can counterterror capabilities alone comprehensively 
address the root causes of insurgency or terrorism with its 
focus on killing or capturing bad guys when they emerge. 

The strategy's tilt on COIN versus CT will depend on 
whether it emphasizes threats from radical Islam or the 
challenge of rising near-peer competitors. If the Pentagon's 
primary concern is radical Islam, COIN probably offers the 
better long-term path to a stable Middle East because it 
addresses the root causes of insurgency. However, the 
Pentagon is more likely to emphasize counterterrorism at the 
expense of counterinsurgency as part of the shift in priorities 
from the Middle East to East Asia, theoretically freeing up 
resources to acquire capabilities that may excel in anti-access 
and area-denial environments. 

Bomber Survives, Cyber Grows 
For all the questions about the trade-offs needed for the 

Pacific "pivot" to work, such a shift might be smart planning 
were it not zero-sum. As China's economy and military power 
continue to expand, the Chinese will naturally grow more 
assertive internationally. As China flexes its muscles 
throughout the Asia-Pacific -- a process already well 
underway -- it will likely come into some sort of diplomatic 
standoff with American allies and perhaps even the United 
States itself. 

The United States is poorly equipped for such a 
confrontation, a problem the new strategy will surely not fix. 
China is currently building a complex network of anti-access 
and area-denial platforms designed to inhibit American 
operations along the Chinese littoral. Chinese anti-ship 
ballistic missiles, advanced radars, and precision targeting 
could turn non-stealthy U.S. platforms into multibillion-dollar 
targets. In order to knock out Chinese air defense and missile 
installations - - or at the very least, to hold these kinds of 
targets at risk -- America needs more submarines and a next-
generation long range strike bomber and its associated 
capabilities. While the bomber will receive a prominent 
endorsement in the strategy and the 2013 defense budget, it 
will come at great cost to other programs, priorities and end-
strength for the Air Force. Zero-sum outcomes will apply not 
only to geographic regions but to programs such as aircraft 
and shipbuilding as part of the latest strategy review. 

The irony unlikely to be addressed in the Pentagon's 
comprehensive review is that transforming the American 
military arsenal from one designed to deter and fight wars 
with assured access to one designed to excel when access is 
challenged will not be cheap. Consequently, a key dilemma is 
that it is not enough to simply move more forces to Asia. The 
United States must invest strategically and focus on buying 
platforms and developing cutting-edge capabilities that will be 
important in the future, and not merely those on which we 
have relied in the past. 

Along with a heightened focus on the Pacific, the 
Pentagon will protect funding for both offensive and defensive 
cyber warfare. The Chinese have long viewed intelligence, 
surveillance, and reconnaissance abilities as the linchpin of 
American dominance. While battlefield awareness acts as an 
enormous force multiplier for American soldiers, reliance on 
high-tech satellite imaging, networked communications, and 
systems of systems has made the military increasingly 
vulnerable to cyber attacks. In the future, it is not ridiculous to 
imagine a scenario where an enemy power could take an entire 
American installation such as Guam offline with a single 
cyber attack. Investing in cyber capabilities and technologies 
clearly makes sense for the Pentagon. This should 
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theoretically protect many U.S. military space and satellite 
assets; however, these too will fall victim to budget cuts at a 
time when the U.S. needs to harden and multiply its space and 
satellite systems. 

Decaying Nuclear Arsenal to Take More Hits 
One of the more troubling aspects of the emerging 

comprehensive review is that it will more than likely propose 
further cuts to America's nuclear warhead stockpile. While the 
New START treaty featured unilateral American disarmament 
vis-à-vis Russia -- caps were placed below the level of 
American warheads but above Russian levels -- it ignored the 
growing Chinese nuclear arsenal. Hidden within thousands of 
miles of underground tunnels, the Chinese could conceivably 
have a nuclear arsenal approaching the same scale as the 
United States and Russia. 

While the Russians and the Chinese have built new 
nuclear warheads as new technologies have emerged, the U.S. 
has upgraded its arsenal instead of building new warheads. As 
the scientists who developed and maintained America's 
nuclear arsenal throughout the Cold War retire, the U.S. is left 
with the very real scenario of having an inexperienced 
workforce left to preside over a portfolio of weapons that are 
so heavily modified from their original design that we simply 
do not know how they would hold up if they would be used. 
As former Secretary of Defense Robert Gates observed, "to be 
blunt, there is absolutely no way we can maintain a credible 
deterrent and reduce the number of weapons in our stockpile 
without either resorting to testing or pursuing a modernization 
program." 

The strategy review will be silent about resuming testing 
or modernization, but it will undoubtedly cite the need to 
reduce resources for America's nuclear arsenal. In the 1950s, 
the Eisenhower administration cut ground forces but made up 
for these cuts by expanding America's nuclear arsenal as a 
hedge against foreign aggression. Today, we are threatening to 
cut conventional forces while at the same time cutting the 
strategic forces. Don't expect this schizophrenic solution set to 
be addressed in the new strategy. 

Neither Comprehensive Nor Strategic 
The early details emerging from the Pentagon's strategic 

review are promising but so far lack the sort of strategic 
underpinning that department leaders have promised. Simply 
shifting fewer resources and platforms to Asia will not be 
good enough. If America truly wants to take part in the 
"Pacific Century," the military must change in a way that can 
address given the changing nature of the East Asian balance. 

Unfortunately, the way DoD is preparing for this shift 
seems to be driven more by budgets than by strategy. Defense 
officials should not shoulder all the blame. A truly 
comprehensive review would boil down America's key 
activities into a concrete list of five or six enduring advantages 
and then think about how the U.S. can maintain these core 
competencies into the future. Such a self-aware list might be 
asking too much from the Pentagon, but it would be a good 
start and a more effective path to plotting America's future 
defense strategy than simply by picking off low-hanging but 
vital fruit such as nuclear modernization. 

Return to Index 
 

35. U.S. Playing A Dangerous Asia-Pacific Game?  
U.S. Defense Policy: Between wind and water 
(ASIA SENTINEL 20 DEC 11) ... Gavin Greenwood 

On Dec. 14, Philippine President Benigno Aquino 
formally commissioned his country’s latest and most capable 
warship, a 46-year old former U.S. Coast Guard cutter.  

Renamed the Gregorio del Pilar after a young 
revolutionary general killed fighting American troops in 1899, 
the navy’s new flagship is being readied for its first 
operational patrol in what Manila now chooses to call the 
‘West Philippine Sea.’  

The Gregorio del Pilar, along with many other small 
warships, form what military strategists like to call ‘the tip of 
the spear’ in the contested waters of the South China Sea. The 
significance of this ageing vessel’s deployment, however, is 
not its manifest inability to defend itself – let alone the 
Philippines – from almost any other warship afloat in the 
region but that such an attack could invoke the country’s 60-
year old mutual defence treaty with the U.S.  

On 16 November 2011 U.S. Secretary of State Hillary 
Clinton stood on the deck of a far more capable vessel, the 
destroyer USS Fitzgerald. Named after a naval officer killed in 
Vietnam while serving with local forces, the selection of the 
ship as a platform for Secretary Clinton’s reaffirmation of the 
continuing relevance of the treaty may have reflected some 
military theatre to signal U.S. willingness to support it allies in 
the region.  

In Clinton’s words: “The United States is working with 
our Filipino allies to ensure that we can meet threats like 
proliferation and terrorism, and to support the Philippines 

particularly in the maritime domain as you move to improve 
your territorial defense and interdiction capabilities.”  

However, behind such routine diplomatic boilerplate 
stands Article V of the defense treaty, which states that “an 
armed attack on either of the Parties is deemed to include an 
armed attack on the metropolitan territory of either of the 
Parties, or on the island territories under its jurisdiction in the 
Pacific or on its armed forces, public vessels or aircraft in the 
Pacific.”  

The role of the Gregorio del Pilar may be seen as simply 
to remain at sea long enough to get in the way of a potential 
enemy - invariably seen as China - and introduce a layer of 
uncertainty over the consequences of any direct action against 
the Philippines or its state assets.  

This function evokes the cold calculation of General 
Ferdinand Foch to a question of what the smallest useful 
British Army force should be sent to France in the event of 
German attack. He replied: “A single British soldier - and we 
will see to it that he is killed.”  

By providing the Philippines with even the most limited 
means to confront an opponent at sea, backed by Clinton’s 
explicit signaling her government’s resolve to stand by its 
treaty obligation, Washington may have handed over the 
potential detonator for an armed confrontation with China to 
the crew of an elderly ship that had once borne the name of the 
first U.S. Treasury Secretary Alexander Hamilton. Hamilton’s 
caution that “when the sword is once drawn, the passions of 
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men observe no bounds of moderation” may have missed by 
the symbolists at the State Department.  

From flesh to steel  
Barely a day after the Gregorio del Pilar joined the 

Philippine’s fleet, the U.S. staged a ceremony in Baghdad to 
mark the formal end of its direct combat role in Iraq. Within 
two years a similar ceremony is likely to be held in Kabul, 
marking an end to the confused and militarily unsatisfactory 
U.S.-led conflicts in West Asia. However, the U.S. military 
and the careers and industries it supports is nothing if not 
kinetic, with its restless professional and commercial entities 
constantly searching for advantage, resources and gain.  

The West Asian conflicts were by and large a 
disappointment to the professional military hierarchy and the 
defence sector. Combat operations were largely conducted at 
sub-unit level – what the British in Northern Ireland called ‘a 
corporal’s war’ – with senior officers largely confined to 
managerial rather than command roles.  

The winners were those junior officers and NCOs who 
gained career-enhancing experience, special forces units and 
logistics specialists. Among the losers were defense 
contractors who require a steady stream of weapon programs 
to keep their lines open and their stock prices high. The low-
end equipment demanded by the army and the Marines and 
endless supplies of ammunition and ordnance did not meet this 
criteria.  

Further, the Iraq and Afghan campaigns closely followed 
the traditional model of colonial soldiering, despite the best 
efforts of think tanks and military bureaucrats to spin an 
endless series of ambushes and IEDs into ‘asymmetric 
warfare’ best countered by a ‘revolution in military affairs.’ 
For the combat troops the fighting was nasty, brutish and long 
and utterly devoid of theory.  

With the flag barely folded in Baghdad and with the final 
convoys carrying the last U.S. units to leave Iraq crossing into 
Kuwait, the debate over how to shape the military into the 
coming decades has moved beyond the technical and into the 
mainstream. 

The ‘new’ doctrine focuses on the so-called Air-Sea 
Battle Concept (ASBC). In essence the ASBC is a reworking 
of traditional U.S. preferences for an engineering solution to 
the geopolitical challenges facing its self-declared hegemony 
in those regions it views as within its spheres of interest and 
responsibility.  

To ASBC’s proponents this means the Asia-Pacific, with 
an emphasis on the use of naval and air power to project U.S. 
influence, support allies and raise the military and economic 
costs of any power that seeks to counter this doctrine. To its 

detractors the ASBC offers an opportunity to restock and 
upgrade the Navy and Air Force at the expense of the Army, 
giving the U.S. dominance offshore and overhead but less able 
to influence events on the ground.  

Politically, a reduction in the U.S. military’s 
expeditionary capabilities will also appeal to those in 
Washington who believe reducing the ground forces’ means to 
intervene in bloody, costly, almost certainly inconclusive and 
ultimately unpopular conflicts will therefore limit their 
likelihood.  

Costs and risks  
However, the price of moving away from a defense policy 

based on the ability to fight anywhere to one perceived to be 
focused on a specific geographical region is the potential for 
conflict in that area increases as nations who consider 
themselves as the target – China in the case of ASBC -- seek 
to counter the altered relationship.  

In Beijing, Washington’s renewed interest in the Western 
Pacific and Southeast Asia will almost certainly be used to 
justify further defense expenditure and stepped-up diplomatic 
efforts to erode U.S. influence where possible. This may well 
suit those U.S. policymakers keen to reprise the cold war 
strategy of forcing the Soviet Union to divert scarce resources 
into non-productive armaments rather than consumer goods in 
order to undermine the state’s popularity and legitimacy.  

Such a strategy, if even considered, would produce very 
different results in modern China as it would empower 
resource-hungry military and state interests and no doubt feed 
nationalist sentiments rather than raise widespread opposition 
to such spending priorities.  

Any reversion to a naval and air force-centric ‘Pacific 
First’ strategy will not necessarily lead the U.S. and China to 
square off at myriad points across the region. However, what 
is probable is that the potential for confrontation will increase 
if ASBC moves from theory into practice and results in a 
build-up of U.S. naval and air forces – and perhaps more 
crucially those of its allies equipped with modern arms and 
supported by treaty obligations - on the periphery of what 
China considers its historical boundaries.  

Unless the management of even the most seemingly 
trivial incidents involving any of these forces is built into the 
new doctrine, an otherwise glancing encounter over a remote 
atoll or reef might well serve as the detonator for events that 
could swiftly move beyond the control of local commanders 
and trigger a crisis neither side can easily contain.  

(Gavin Greenwood is an analyst with the Hong Kong-
based Allan & Associates security risk management 
consultancy.) 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Navy Chief Cherishes Foundation That Shaped Success 
(PITTSBURGH TRIBUNE-REVIEW 27 DEC 11) ... Rick Wills 

ARLINGTON, VA. -- Adm. Jonathan Greenert can cite the name and location of pretty much any Navy ship at sea at any given 
time, even from his office in the Pentagon's E-Ring. 

 
2. Navy COOL Offers Opportunities For Transitioning Sailors 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 23 DEC 11) ... Naval Education and Training Command Public Affairs 

PENSACOLA, Fla. -- Naval administration message (NAVADMIN) 396/11 released Dec. 22 provides important information on 
credentialing opportunities available through Navy Credentialing Opportunities Online (COOL) for those selected for separation under 
FY-12 quota-based Enlisted Retention Board (ERB). 

 

CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
3. USS Texas Returns Scores Of Sailors To Pearl Harbor 
(HONOLULU STAR-ADVERTISER 24 DEC 11) 

Santa delivered a 377-foot-long, 7,800-ton, $2.7 billion Christmas present Friday to some Navy families at Pearl Harbor: the 
submarine USS Texas with more than 130 crew members aboard. 

 
4. USNS Laramie Returns After 7 Months   
(WVEC ABC NORFOLK 23 DEC 11) ... Mike Gooding 

NORFOLK -- The crew of the USNS Laramie returned home just in time to spend Christmas with their families. 
 

5. Large-Scale Amphibious Exercise Includes 10 Ships  
Carrier Group, Thousands Of Troops Part Of Bold Alligator 
(NAVY TIMES 02 JAN 12) ... Dan Lamothe  

It started with a foreign invasion, and the Marines have been called to assist. 
 

6. Bataan's Sailors, Marines Celebrate Holiday Season At Sea 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 26 DEC 11) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Erin Lea Boyce, USS Bataan Public Affairs 

USS BATAAN, At Sea -- Sailors and Marines stationed aboard multipurpose amphibious assault ship USS Bataan (LHD 5) found 
different ways to celebrate the holidays while continuing to fulfill their mission Dec. 25. 

 

GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
7. Philippines Widens Post-Storm Search As More Bodies Push Death Toll To Nearly 1,500 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 27 DEC 11) ... Hrvoje Hranjski 

MANILA, Philippines — The death toll from flash floods that swept away entire villages in the southern Philippines climbed to 
nearly 1,500 on Tuesday, as authorities widened their search for bodies. 

 
8. Finland Says Cargo Ship Can Sail Again, But Without Its 69 Missiles, Explosives Or Captain 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 26 DEC 11) 

HELSINKI — A British-registered ship that was held in a Finnish port after authorities discovered 69 surface-to-air missiles and 
160 tons of explosives onboard has permission to travel again, but without those materials or its captain, a port official said Monday. 
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9. Navy Ensures Navigation In A Sea Of Danger 
(CHINA DAILY 26 DEC 11) ... Li Xiaokun 

After spending months escorting vessels in the Gulf of Aden, Wang Hongmin found it no surprise that China plays a leading role 
ensuring ships from around the globe safely navigate pirate-plagued waters. 

 
10. Japan Eases Ban On Weapons Exports 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 27 DEC 11) ... Mari Yamaguchi 

TOKYO--Japan on Tuesday announced a decision to ease its decades-long weapons export ban in a bid to lower purchase and 
production costs and take part in arms-development projects with other countries. 

 
11. Iran Begins Naval Drills In Strait Of Hormuz 
Tehran's latest display of military power will bring it into close proximity of US warships in strategic oil 
route. 
(AL JAZEERA 25 DEC 11) 

Iran plans to practice its use of submarines, surface-to-sea missile systems, torpedoes and drones  
 

12. Russia Test-Fires Two New Nuclear Missiles 
(REUTERS 24 DEC 11) 

Russia successfully tested on Friday its two new Bulava intercontinental missiles, which experienced several failures in the past. 
 

13. Military, Submarine Experts Reject $18bn Estimate For New Fleet 
(THE AUSTRALIAN 27 DEC 11) ... Cameron Stewart 

Submariners and military experts have rejected claims that Australia could build a new fleet of 12 state-of-the-art submarines for 
only $18 billion, saying taxpayers need to be warned that the final costs could be far higher.  

 
14. Navy Seeking Recruits From The Old Country 
(SYDNEY MORNING HERALD 27 DEC 11) ... David Ellery 

The Royal Australian Navy is screening more than 1000 British sailors facing redundancy under Britain's defence cuts for 
possible employment down under. 

 
15. Drone Puts Sting In Whale War 
(AUSTRALIAN ASSOCIATED PRESS 26 DEC 11) 

Anti-whaling activists have successfully unleashed a hi-tech weapon in their war against the Japanese hunting fleet and now the 
chase is on. 

 

PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
16. PTSD Treatment Being Tested At Navy Hospital 
San Diego facility is studying whether anesthetic used in childbirth could help veterans who suffer from the 
disorder. 
(LOS ANGELES TIMES 26 DEC 11) ... Tony Perry 

The Pentagon is spending hundreds of millions of dollars searching for a treatment for post-traumatic stress disorder, the 
overarching term for the nightmares, flashbacks, anxiety and restlessness suffered by many troops returning from Iraq and 
Afghanistan. 

 
17. End Of War Will Affect Benefits 
(AOL MILITARY UPDATE 25 DEC 11) ... Tom Philpott 

The end of the Iraq war also appears to end a golden age of growth in military pay and benefits, which lasted at least a decade and 
corrected many perceived or long-standing faults in military compensation. 

 
18. Amputee Needs Will Continue Long After Wars 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 24 DEC 11) ... Gretel C. Kovach 

The current generation of young war-wounded amputees like Sgt. Collin Raaz, a 25-year-old Marine scout sniper, will likely live 
50 to 60 more years. 



 3

 
19. Military Families Soldier On 
Christmas Homecomings From Iraq Touch a Nerve for Kin of Troops in Afghanistan 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 24 DEC 11) ... Tamara Audi and Ana Campoy 

This Christmas, Donna Jones is doing her best to avoid heartwarming scenes of military homecomings. It's not easy: Thousands 
of troops are reuniting with their families in a blur of on-camera kisses, and she works on a military base. 

 
20. Franklin County's Clerk, A Navy Reservist, Gets Deployed 
(TRI-CTY (WA) HERALD 25 DEC 11) ... Kristin M. Kraemer 

Franklin County Clerk Mike Killian is proud to be a Navy man. When he re-enlisted in the reserves two years ago, Killian was 
eager to return to serving his country while also working toward completing 20 years of military service. 

 
21. Calif. Man To Get Medal For World War II Actions  
Black Navy Veteran To Get Medal For WWII Actions 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 24 DEC 11) ... John S. Marshall 

SAN FRANCISCO - A black Navy veteran credited with saving the lives of some of his shipmates during a World War II battle 
will be getting a long-awaited medal for his heroism, a Northern California congresswoman said. 

 
22. Oceana Chief Flies To 4,000-Hour Milestone 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 24 DEC 11) ... Kate Wiltrout 

For the final few months of his Navy career, Capt. Jim Webb will sport a new patch on the left shoulder of his flight suit. 
 

23. Spouses Vs. Separation Boards  
Navy Families Use White House Petition, Social Media In Fight Against Erbs 
(NAVY TIMES 02 JAN 11) ... Sam Fellman 

Call it #OccupyERB. 
 

24. Repeal Of Military Gay Ban Gets Mixed Review After Three Months 
(WASHINGTON TIMES 23 DEC 11) ... Rowan Scarborough 

Three months after President Obama lifted the ban on homosexuals serving openly in the military, Pentagon officials say 
heterosexual troops are adjusting well to the new policy. 

 

FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
25. Programs On Congressional Cut List Squeak By 
(AVIATION WEEK 23 DEC 11) ... Jen DiMascio 

WASHINGTON - “Congress doesn’t kill programs, the Pentagon does.” The adage that defense contractors live by may hold true 
even in an atypical year.  

 
26. Local Shipyard Employees Help Navy Save $2.4M 
Shipyard workers assist in submarine work 
(PORTSMOUTH (NH) HERALD 24 DEC 11) ... Charles McMahon 

KITTERY, Maine — A contingent of workers from the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard have been recognized for their efforts in 
helping deliver the USS San Francisco on time and under budget. 

 
27. DARPA To Start Checking Troops’ Email For Threats 
(NAVY TIMES 02 JAN 12) ... Andrew Tilghman  

Troops’ emails will be under a new surveillance system as part of a Defense Department project to help detect possible “insider 
threats,” or potential traitors or terrorists inside the military. 

 
28. DOD Still Wrestling With Scalability, Security For Wireless Networks 
(GOVERNMENT COMPUTER NEWS 23 DEC 11) ... Henry Kenyon 

As the Defense Department moves toward adopting mobile devices for its personnel, its services and agencies are grappling with 
issues such as security and the logistics of issuing and managing large numbers of smart phones. A panel of experts from across DOD 
discussed these issues at a Secure Enterprise Mobility conference in Washington, D.C., recently.  
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BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
29. Award From Navy Program Will Build Wind Turbine At High School 
(PORT ORCHARD (WA) INDEPENDENT 23 DEC 11) ... Chris Chancellor 

They stand along Interstate 90 in rural Kittitas County on the east side of the Cascades, the metal propellers spinning on each of 
the 149 towers at the Wild Horse Wind Farm. 

 
30. Sailors Pitch In To Help Expand Home Of Fellow Navy Man 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 27 DEC 11) ... Marjon Rostami 

HAMPTON - The morning after an office Christmas party, James Williams was called into his boss's office. 
 

31. Closer To Healing 
(JACKSONVILLE (NC) DAILY NEWS 27 DEC 11) ... Hope Hodge 

The final structures in a state-of-the-art complex for wounded warriors aboard Camp Lejeune are six months from completion, 
officials with Wounded Warrior Battalion-East said last week. 

 
32. Recordings Help Military Connect With Family 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 24 DEC 11) ... Brock Vergakis 

NORFOLK, Va. — For children of deployed military personnel, missing out on story time with their mom or dad is often one of 
the costs of service. 

 
33. North Chicago Church Makes Day Merry For Navy Recruits 
(CHICAGO DAILY HERALD 26 DEC 11) ... Melissa Silverberg  

On any other Christmas, Donnita Howard would be at home in Pensacola, Fla., where she is the youngest of eight siblings, eating, 
laughing and enjoying the holiday. 

 
34. Makin Island Sailors And Marines Celebrate Christmas In Singapore 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 25 DEC 11) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class David P. McKee, USS Makin Island Public Affairs 

SINGAPORE -- While there certainly wasn't snow in the forecast for the local climate, Sailors and Marines assigned to the 
amphibious assault ship USS Makin Island (LHD 8) still showed signs of holiday spirit by celebrating the Christmas holiday in 
Singapore, Dec. 25.  

 
35. Gov't Sends Environment Report On Futenma Base Relocation By Mail 
(KYODO NEWS 27 DEC 11) 

TOKYO -- The Defense Ministry sent on Monday a key environmental impact assessment report to the Okinawa prefectural 
government by mail, ministry sources said. 

 
36. Frank And McGovern: Save Durfee's Navy JROTC Program 
(FALL RIVER (MA) HERALD 26 DEC 11) ... Will Richmond 

FALL RIVER — The city’s congressional delegation has joined the effort to save B.M.C. Durfee High School’s Navy Junior 
ROTC program. 

 

NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
37. Defense Cuts Hinge On '12 Election 
(THE HILL 24 DEC 11) ... Jeremy Herb 

Republicans in Congress who want to reverse the $500 billion in automatic cuts facing the Pentagon budget early next year are 
unlikely to gain traction with their arguments until after the 2012 election. 

 
38. Pearl Harbor Survivor Ashes Interred At Battleship 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 23 DEC 11) 

A Marine who survived the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor has returned to the USS Arizona for eternity. 
 

39. 10,000 U.S. Troops Leave Afghanistan As Planned 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 23 DEC 11) 

The U.S. military has withdrawn 10,000 troops from Afghanistan before a year-end deadline set by President Barack Obama, 
officers said Friday, the first step in a planned drawdown of combat forces through 2014. 
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40. How Iraq, Afghanistan Have Changed The Military 
(NPR 26 DEC 11) ... Neal Conan, John Nagl and Greg Jaffe 

U.S. forces have left Iraq and a drawdown in Afghanistan is underway, but both wars have left an indelible impact on the U.S. 
military. The armed forces have altered strategy and tactics, and countless lives have been changed — including those of the families 
of service members serving multiple deployments. 

 
41. U.S. Cites Gains In Housing Veterans 
VA's 2015 goal: no homelessness; Challenges grow with new generation of vets 
(WASHINGTON POST 27 DEC 11) ... Steve Vogel 

Halfway into an ambitious five-year campaign to end homelessness among veterans, the Department of Veterans Affairs says it 
has made enough progress that the goal is within reach, even as a new generation of veterans returns from Iraq and Afghanistan. 

 
42. Rise Of The Drone: From Calif. Garage To Multibillion-Dollar Defense Industry 
(WASHINGTON POST 23 DEC 11) ... Peter Finn 

Lake Forest, Calif. — In 1980, Abraham Karem, an engineer who had emigrated from Israel, retreated into his three-car garage in 
Hacienda Heights outside Los Angeles and, to the bemusement of his tolerant wife, began to build an aircraft. 

 
43. U.S. Navy Week In Review Dec. 17-23, 2011 
(YOUTUBE 23 DEC 11) ... U.S. Navy 

Welcome to this week's U.S. Navy multimedia production featuring selected images from around the fleet received during the 
week of Dec. 17 – Dec. 23, 2011. 

 

OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
44. Don’t Go After Military Pensions 
(NEW YORK TIMES 27 DEC 11) ... Darrell Driver, Jin Pak and Kyle Jette 

WASHINGTON - As the nation’s budget pressures prompt officials to scour the Defense Department for cuts, one tantalizing 
target is the military retirement system. The Pentagon has reportedly been considering replacing the guaranteed pension that, for more 
than a century, has been a fundamental compact between the United States and its soldiers, in favor of a market-based 401(k) 
approach. But this would be a grave mistake, a disincentive to future volunteers and a threat to national security.  

 
45. F-35 Production A Troubling Example Of Pentagon Spending 
Production History Of The F-35 Is A Troubling Example Of Pentagon Spending 
(WASHINGTON POST 26 DEC 11) ... Walter Pincus 

There are 56 F-35 Lightning II Joint Strike Fighters being assembled at Lockheed Martin’s facility in Fort Worth. But because 
only 20 percent of the testing for the most advanced fighter-bomber in U.S. history is completed, each will probably have to get 
million-dollar-or-more fixes later. 

 
46. The Colder War: U.S., Russia And Others Are Vying For Control Of Santa’s Back Yard 
(WASHINGTON POST 25 DEC 11) ... Heather A. Conley 

Santa Claus may see you when you’re sleeping, but NORAD makes sure it sees Santa pretty much round-the-clock. The North 
American Aerospace Defense Command not only follows Saint Nick’s sleigh ride with its famous NORAD Tracks Santa site, but it is 
also involved in a struggle over resources, border control and broader military presence right in Santa’s vast and magnificent home: 
the Arctic. 

 
47. Analysis: What's The Plan If North Korea Collapses? 
(REUTERS 23 DEC 11) ... Bill Tarrant and Raju Gopalakrishnan 

SEOUL -- North Korea appears to be making an orderly transition after the death of leader Kim Jong-il last week, but the risk of 
collapse is higher than before and regional powers need to start discussing that contingency with China, diplomats and analysts say. 

 

BBLLOOGGSS::  
48. EXCERPTS FROM BLOGS AROUND THE WORLD 
(PUBLISHED 23 – 26 DEC 11) 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Navy Chief Cherishes Foundation That Shaped Success 
(PITTSBURGH TRIBUNE-REVIEW 27 DEC 11) ... Rick Wills 

ARLINGTON, VA. -- Adm. Jonathan Greenert can cite 
the name and location of pretty much any Navy ship at sea at 
any given time, even from his office in the Pentagon's E-Ring. 

He also can name and describe the teachers at Butler Area 
High School who taught him calculus, chemistry and physics 
before he graduated in 1971. 

"We are as good as our institutions. We had very good 
teachers there. I am proud of my roots. It forms my core 
values," said Greenert, 58, a Butler native who is three months 
into his appointment by President Obama as chief of naval 
operations and member of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, making 
him a top military adviser to the president and secretary of 
Defense. 

Methodical and detail-oriented, Greenert says his job 
demands endless work and planning. He must figure out how 
to build a more effective Navy at a time of likely budget cuts 
and large deficits. The importance of Navy forces will grow 
with the end of the Iraq war and because rogue countries such 
as Iran and North Korea seek nuclear capabilities, he said. 

"We are so interconnected in the world. The two big areas 
will be the Western Pacific and the (Persian) Gulf. We will 
continue to watch over them. We will be offshore," Greenert 
said. 

"The major evolving and emerging economies are in Asia. 
This area has to be safe and secure. We know there are 
tensions over there." 

The four-star admiral said he never stops thinking about 
the well-being of the more than 400,000 active duty service 
members and reservists serving under him. He communicates 
with them through a Facebook page and podcasts. 

His blog recently included video of him singing 
Christmas carols, backed up by eight-member a cappella 
group the Navy Sea Chanters. 

Community Connection 
Assignments have taken him to Japan, Seattle, San Diego, 

Hawaii and Washington; Groton, Conn., and Norfolk, Va.. 
Such travels have not erased his appreciation for Western 

Pennsylvania, where he grew up as the son of the late Henry 
and Aline Forcht Greenert, a steel mill worker and a 
seamstress. 

Greenert sometimes watches Steelers games at the Pour 
House, a Capitol Hill bar decorated with 1970s Super Bowl 
programs, Mister Rogers memorabilia and Terrible Towels. It 
serves Primanti Brothers-style sandwiches, pierogies and Iron 
City beer. 

He credits his teachers in Butler with motivating him to 
win scholarships to West Point, the Naval Academy and the 

University of Pennsylvania. His interest in oceanography drew 
him to Annapolis, Md., where he graduated from the Naval 
Academy in 1975 with a degree in nuclear studies. 

Henrietta Paserba, 65, of Butler, one of Greenert's four 
sisters, recalled her brother swimming and playing baseball in 
high school, and delivering morning and afternoon 
newspapers as a boy. 

"I guess he was super-disciplined as a student. But he 
really enjoyed his close friends. He is still in touch with 
friends from high school," Paserba said. 

He attended his 40th high school reunion last summer. 
"It was a terrific event," he said. "It was very, very 

sharing. At 10 years, high school reunions tend to be more 
competitive." 

Greenert's accomplishments are a point of pride for the 
community where he grew up. 

"What he has learned started here," said Sister John Ann 
Mulhern, principal of Butler Catholic School, the grammar 
school he attended. His great-nieces and -nephews go there. 
"His career and accomplishments reinforce what we are trying 
do at this school. We are very proud to have him as a graduate, 
and we'd love for him to come and talk to us sometime." 

Focused On Mission 
Though landlocked Butler has emotional pull for 

Greenert, the admiral's eyes for decades have gazed toward 
distant trouble spots. 

This year, Navy ships fired Tomahawk missiles at Libya, 
assisted with relief for tsunami victims in Japan and -- as they 
have for decades -- patrolled the waters of the Persian Gulf 
and Indonesia's Strait of Malacca, a shipping lane through 
which 50,000 vessels and one-quarter of the world's goods 
pass every year. 

He is "absolutely proud" of the Navy SEALs who hunted 
down and killed terrorist Osama bin Laden in May. 

"The mission was a long time generating. You had to 
know precisely that it was him (bin Laden). It was the best 
example of cooperation of government departments and 
agencies," Greenert said. 

On a wall of Greenert's Pentagon office is an imposing 
portrait of Fleet Admiral Chester Nimitz, who commanded the 
U.S. Pacific Fleet during World War II. Like Nimitz, Greenert 
is a submarine expert and forward-thinking. He is planning for 
the Navy of 2025. 

"What is the strategy of the future? I believe we can 
sustain our contribution to defense and be stewards of our 
nation's resources," Greenert said. 

Return to Index 
 

2. Navy COOL Offers Opportunities For Transitioning Sailors 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 23 DEC 11) ... Naval Education and Training Command Public Affairs 

PENSACOLA, Fla. -- Naval administration message 
(NAVADMIN) 396/11 released Dec. 22 provides important 
information on credentialing opportunities available through 
Navy Credentialing Opportunities Online (COOL) for those 
selected for separation under FY-12 quota-based Enlisted 
Retention Board (ERB). 

Navy COOL is a centralized, Web-based hub that 
consolidates information from numerous sources at the 
federal, state and local levels on certifications, licenses, 
apprenticeships and growth opportunities that correspond with 
each Navy rating, job and occupation. Navy COOL also 
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provides funding for Navy enlisted personnel to obtain these 
civilian licenses and certifications. 

The message describes how Sailors identified for 
separation may apply for a waiver from the Navy COOL 
requirement to have a minimum one year remaining on their 
enlistment to apply for funding toward commercial 
certification and/or licensure exams found on the Navy COOL 
website, https://www.cool.navy.mil. 

"Though it isn't the purpose of the Navy's credentialing 
program to be used solely as a component of transition, 
earning an industry-recognized certification or license may 
provide a key factor toward a successful transition from Sailor 
to civilian employee," said Keith Boring, program manager, 
U.S. Navy Credentials Program Office. 

To be eligible for credentialing, enlisted Sailors must 
meet one of the following eligibility requirements: they must 
be in the appropriate rating or occupation to which the 
credential is mapped; be currently working in, or have been 
assigned to a position to which the credential is mapped; or 
have prior documented experience in a position to which the 
credential is mapped for credentials outside of their specific 
rating, and the credential has relevance or applicability to the 
current or future needs of the command or the Navy Reserve. 

Eligibility for Sailor credentials must be validated and 
approved by their commanding officer or command-
designated approving official. Additionally, before authorizing 
the request commands must also certify that Sailors have 
passed their most recent advancement exam, and passed or 
been medically waived from their most recent physical fitness 
assessment. The Sailor must not have received any non-
judicial or courts-martial punishment within the past six 
months, and they must be selected for separation under FY-12 
quota-based ERB. 

Sailors must be able to complete all certification 
requirements no less than 60 calendar days prior to separation 

from the Navy. Personnel must also satisfy credentialing 
agency eligibility requirements for the certification/licensure 
being sought prior to requesting exam funding. 

If a service member decides to withdraw the request for 
exam funding or is unable to complete the Navy-funded 
credentialing exam prior to 60 calendar days from separating 
from the Navy, they are required to return any voucher not 
used and provide correspondence from their commanding 
officer confirming withdrawal for military or emergency 
reasons. 

Sailors must also provide pass and fail results to Navy's 
credential program office within 30 calendar days of 
notification of exam results from the credentialing agency. 

Service members affiliating with the Navy Reserve will 
remain eligible for continued Navy-funded credentialing 
exams. 

"Navy COOL operates one of the most valuable ancillary 
programs for Sailors. It is the most organized and painless 
program I've used in my 23 years of naval service. Once 
approved, I wasn't sent a generic list of instructions; rather it 
was specifically tailored to the program I was applying for. It's 
obvious that Navy COOL maintains contact with the programs 
they support," said Senior Chief Explosive Ordnance Disposal 
Technician Brett Wallace who recently became certified in 
Anti-Terrorism and Homeland Security. "Getting my 
certificate in the mail was better than getting a $500 bonus for 
the month, the cost of the certificate program, because I'm 
more competitive for advancement within the Navy and better 
poised for civilian employment when I retire." 

The certification and licensure exam voucher request 
form may be downloaded from Navy COOL website, 
https://www.cool.navy.mil and submitted electronically 
through e-mail to navycool@navy.mil, or faxed (850) 452-
6897. 

View NAVADMIN 396/11 
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CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
3. USS Texas Returns Scores Of Sailors To Pearl Harbor 
(HONOLULU STAR-ADVERTISER 24 DEC 11) 

Santa delivered a 377-foot-long, 7,800-ton, $2.7 billion 
Christmas present Friday to some Navy families at Pearl 
Harbor: the submarine USS Texas with more than 130 crew 
members aboard. 

The Virginia-class submarine returned from its maiden 
western Pacific deployment just after 2 p.m. to more than 200 
cheering family members and fellow Sailors at pier Sierra 1 at 
the submarine base. 

The Texas, with technology that allows it to operate in the 
shallower seas that foreign diesel-electric subs prefer, traveled 
more than 31,000 miles on the six-month deployment, with 
port calls in Guam; Yokosuka, Japan; Busan, South Korea; 
and a first for a Virginia-class sub, a stop at Subic Bay in the 
Philippines. 

Lauren Bresnahan not only got her husband, navigator Lt. 
Scott Bresnahan, 31, home in time for Christmas, but he's also 
back in time for the birth of his first child, due Jan. 1. 

"It's really the best gift I could receive: having him home 
before Christmas and having all the families be able to 
celebrate with loved ones," Lauren Bresnahan said. 

Lt. Bresnahan won't get much downtime after the 
deployment because he'll soon be changing diapers. 

"Hopefully he's been reading the book he left with -- one 
of those 'prepare to be a dad' books, and we'll do a crash 
course next week to get him ready," his wife said. 

Pearl Harbor's three Virginia-class subs have been making 
a name for themselves in the western Pacific since the Navy's 
newest attack submarines began arriving in Hawaii in July 
2009. 

The USS Hawaii returned in February from its first 
western Pacific deployment. 

The USS North Carolina, the third Virginia-class sub at 
Pearl Harbor, left Hawaii Dec. 1 and is now in Yokosuka, 
Japan. 

The Navy's first major combat craft designed for a post-
Cold War environment, the Virginia-class subs have six side-
mounted sonar arrays, plus arrays in the bow, sail and nose, 
improving the ability to operate in the littorals, or coastal 
waters. 
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Submarine captains say the question no longer is how fast 
and deep a submarine can dive, but how slow and shallow it 
can go. The littorals are where a lot of foreign diesel subs 
operate. 

Cmdr. Robert Roncska, commander of the Texas, said the 
boat "exceeded all expectations," but much of that success is 
classified. 

"Unfortunately, I can't talk about the ship's operation, but 
I can guarantee you that the Texas has proven the Virginia-
class can go anywhere in the 7th Fleet," Roncska said. 

The 7th Fleet includes the western Pacific and Indian 
Ocean. Anti-sub and anti-ship warfare exercises were held 
with Japan and South Korea. 

A continuing problem has dogged the Texas, the second 
Virginia sub built, with chunks of a rubberlike coating applied 
to the hull to deaden sound shearing off during deployment, a 
problem noted before on early Virginia subs. 

"With any new class of ship, you find that you have some 
things that you need to work on -- and we have corrected those 
problems with future platforms. We're going into a shipyard 
availability where we'll be able to fix this," Roncska said. 

View Gallery (13 Photos) 
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4. USNS Laramie Returns After 7 Months   
(WVEC ABC NORFOLK 23 DEC 11) ... Mike Gooding 

NORFOLK -- The crew of the USNS Laramie returned 
home just in time to spend Christmas with their families. 

The underway replenishment oiler returned to Naval 
Station Norfolk Friday morning. 

It spent the past seven months in the Mediterranean Sea.  
The crew helped bring fuel, supplies, and even mail to Navy 
ships including USS Bush and USS Bataan strike groups. 

In fact, Laramie delivered 19-million gallons of fuel and 
1,100 pallets of food, cargo, and mail to the American ships 
and coalition partners. 

Laramie has a crew of 108.  82 of them are civilian 
merchant mariners.  

"What they do is an integral part of how we provide 
support to the fleet," said Captain Sam Norton, commodore of 
Military Sealift Command Atlantic. 

View Clip (RT: 2:13) 
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5. Large-Scale Amphibious Exercise Includes 10 Ships  
Carrier Group, Thousands Of Troops Part Of Bold Alligator 
(NAVY TIMES 02 JAN 12) ... Dan Lamothe  

It started with a foreign invasion, and the Marines have 
been called to assist. 

The fictional 1st Mechanized Infantry Division of Garnet 
has invaded imaginary Amber, pushing armored vehicles 
north across its borders to lock down Myrtle Beach, 
Charleston and other cities in the region. Garnet has a long 
history of aggression in the region, and the government of 
Amber needs help pushing them out. 

These fictional nations form the storyline for Bold 
Alligator 2012, the largest amphibious military exercise to be 
conducted by the U.S. in more than a decade. 

Thousands of sailors and Marines will participate as U.S. 
forces push ashore for the conceptual securing of Amber and 
Amberland from Garnet — fictional nations the U.S. uses 
during military exercises on the East Coast. 

The stakes are high. The U.S. has devoted about 10 ships 
and thousands of personnel to the event, focused primarily on 
planning and executing a brigade sized amphibious assault 
from a sea base off the coast of North Carolina. It’s designed 
to revitalize and emphasize capabilities the Navy and Marine 
Corps have in undeveloped theaters of operations after a 
decade of war in Iraq and Afghanistan. 

“This is not a short term thing. It’s a long term thing,” 
said Rear Adm. Kevin Scott, commander of Expeditionary 
Strike Group 2, speaking at a planning conference here in 
November. “Those of you who are here will live this 
throughout the rest of your Navy and Marine Corps careers.” 
The two week exercise will begin at the end of January, and 
include a variety of operations. Commanding officers will 
work from the amphibious assault ship Wasp, with 
amphibious assault ship Kearsarge, amphibious transport dock 

San Antonio and dock landing ship Oak Hill alongside it, 
Marine officials said. The Enterprise Carrier Strike Group also 
will participate. 

Marines will conduct an amphibious assault using most of 
3rd Battalion, 2nd Marines, out of Camp Lejeune, N.C., on 
Onslow and Topsail beaches near the base. Lejeune’s 2nd 
Marine Expeditionary Brigade, commanded by Brig. Gen. 
Chris Owens, will lead the assault, designed to stop the 
fictional forward onslaught of Garnet’s forces. 

Lejeune’s 24th Marine Expeditionary Unit also will 
participate, launching a heliborne assault in MV-22 Ospreys 
from ships with the Iwo Jima Amphibious Ready Group off 
the coast of Lejeune for Fort Pickett, an Army training base in 
southern Virginia. 

Conceptually, they will consider it a raid on a terrorist 
camp in Mica, another hostile area in the exercise. 
Realistically, the movement will be part of the MEU’s 
predeployment training and used to launch company level 
experiments testing “enhanced Marine air ground task force 
operations,” a concept designed to make infantrymen on the 
ground less dependent on logistics units, especially when 
operating hundreds of miles from their commanders.  

The Need To Train Together  
Bold Alligator is in line with a long standing interest in 

both the Navy and the Corps for returning Marines to their 
maritime roots after two protracted land wars, and is being 
watched at the highest levels of both services. 

Adm. John Harvey, head of Fleet Forces Command, has 
written several entries on the subject in his command blog. He 
has touted the importance of the carrier Navy learning to work 
with the amphib Navy. 
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“It is imperative that our Naval forces understand the 
requirements of both sides of the equation,” he wrote in 
September. “Navy Marine Amphibious forces must 
understand how the CSG and other elements of the Fleet 
operate and accomplish their mission. Conversely, our non 
Gator communities must understand how the amphibious task 
force and landing force plan and execute their operations, 

what support they require, and when they require it.” Lt. Gen. 
Dennis Hejlik, commander of Marine Corps Forces 
Command, wrote on his blog that while the famous 
amphibious assaults in the Pacific during World War II are 
iconic, they should not be “the exclusive framework in which 
to discuss the need for amphibious forces capa-ble of forced 
entry.” 

Return to Index 
 

6. Bataan's Sailors, Marines Celebrate Holiday Season At Sea 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 26 DEC 11) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Erin Lea Boyce, USS Bataan Public Affairs 

USS BATAAN, At Sea -- Sailors and Marines stationed 
aboard multipurpose amphibious assault ship USS Bataan 
(LHD 5) found different ways to celebrate the holidays while 
continuing to fulfill their mission Dec. 25. 

Bataan is underway in the ninth month of a deployment 
which began three-and-a-half months early on March 23. The 
ship is currently in the Gulf of Aden. Bataan has been 
deployed for nine months and is on track to complete the 
longest deployment in more than 35 years. Crew members 
decorated office doors, workspaces, and berthings with 
holiday decorations. Bataan's commanding officer will award 
a prize to the division with the most creative decorations. 

"After we hung the stockings, built the tree, and built a 
pretend fireplace, we were able to feel what time of year it is," 
said Electronics Technician 3rd Class (SW) Randall Howe. 
"The last thing we hung was a shop photo that we have come 
to call a family portrait. I guess it's true that Christmas can 
bring people together, even when you're deployed." 

Bataan's Morale, Recreation and Welfare (MWR) 
program held raffles for Sailors and Marines, with prizes 
ranging from iPads to a Play Station 3 every day throughout 
December. 

"It's important to bring the holiday spirit to the crew, 
because it's difficult to be away from home and friends and 
family during the holidays," said Meghan Heine, MWR 
coordinator. "Even though we're at sea, it's still the Christmas 
season. Everyone will be able to say they spent Christmas at 
sea, and in the future they should be able to look back and say 
it still felt like the holidays. And there were some similarities 
and normal holiday things that took place, such as the 
stockings we passed out to every Sailor and Marine -- all 
2,400 of them. We also have Christmas movies playing on the 
mess decks."  

Despite being so far from home and loved ones, MWR 
also gave Sailors and Marines a variety of ways to spread 
holiday cheer throughout the ship. Activities included stuffing 
stockings, making ornaments and Christmas caroling. Some of 
the ship's departments made special contributions to the crews' 
holiday season; Supply department's culinary specialists 
created a huge holiday meal for the crew that included 
traditional food items such as ham, turkey, stuffing, and sweet 
potato pie. 

"A lot of hard work went into the meals that the crew 
enjoyed," said Lt.j.g. Jermaine Seals, Bataan's food service 
officer. "I felt such a sense of accomplishment when I saw the 
crew just smiling, laughing, and truly enjoying the meal and 
each others company."  

Bataan's Religious Ministries Department held special 
holiday services, including a Christmas Eve ecumenical 
service that featured two ship's musicians leading Sailors and 
Marines in hymns and carols. The chaplains covered a variety 
of celebrations from Hanukkah to Christmas. Executive 
department is also featuring Christmas movies and new movie 
releases for Bataan to boost the morale of the crew. 

"Our extended deployment started early, and it's running 
long. But through teamwork, this crew and the embarked 
Marines are finishing strong," said Capt. Erik M. Ross, 
Bataan's commanding officer. "We are supporting national 
tasking, and we will continue to do so during the holidays. But 
it's important to be able to take a few moments to remember 
our loved ones back home, and to remember why we need to 
continue to stand the watch at sea." 

Bataan is the command ship of the Bataan Amphibious 
Ready group, supporting maritime security operations and 
theater security cooperation efforts in the U.S. 5th Fleet area 
of responsibility.  
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GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
7. Philippines Widens Post-Storm Search As More Bodies Push Death Toll To Nearly 1,500 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 27 DEC 11) ... Hrvoje Hranjski 

MANILA, Philippines — The death toll from flash floods 
that swept away entire villages in the southern Philippines 
climbed to nearly 1,500 on Tuesday, as authorities widened 
their search for bodies. 

The Office of Civil Defense’s latest tally listed 891 dead 
in Cagayan de Oro and an additional 451 in nearby Iligan city. 
The rest came from several other provinces. Most of the dead 
are unidentified. 

“The search will continue as long as we are recovering 
bodies,” said Civil Defense head Benito Ramos. 

He said that decomposing remains were retrieved floating 
in the sea as far as 60 miles (100 kilometers) from the two 
cities where a Dec. 16 tropical storm unleashed more than a 
month’s worth of rainfall in 12 hours, sending walls of water 
gushing into homes. 

One of the dead was a headless girl who appeared to have 
been hit by logs that were carried by flash floods, Ramos said. 
She was among 13 bodies retrieved by a team of navy Sailors. 

Navy and coast guard divers were initially sent to find 
more bodies believed to be pinned down by logs scattered in 
the sea and along riverbanks, but Ramos said the operation 
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had to be called off because waters were too murky. “It’s 
useless to dive when you can see nothing,” he said. 

It was not clear how many more are missing. 
More than 60,000 homeless from hundreds of flood-

ravaged villages spent a miserable Christmas in jam-packed 
schools and gymnasiums, while the United Nations launched 
an urgent appeal for $28 million to help the displaced — more 
than half the population of Cagayan de Oro and Iligan, which 
are in the southern Philippines’ Mindanao region. 

More rains Tuesday prompted evacuations of nearly 2,000 
people on the opposite side of Mindanao Island, where a child 
was reported missing in floods in Surigao city, the civil 
defense reported. 

President Benigno Aquino III, who banned logging in 
February following previous flooding deaths that experts say 

were caused partly by deforestation and soil erosion, has 
ordered an investigation. 

Communist guerrillas in the south, meanwhile, threatened 
to punish multinational companies they blame for 
environmental destruction. 

Rebel spokesman Jorge Madlos told The Associated Press 
by telephone that they sought funds for victims from huge 
pineapple and banana plantations and other companies. 

“Some were lukewarm to our call,” Madlos said. “That’ll 
be a factor when we decide which ones to punish first for this 
destruction.” 

Another factor in the staggering death toll was illegal 
settlements along Cagayan rivers. Thousands of people lived 
in shanties on the banks and islands directly along the water’s 
path. 
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8. Finland Says Cargo Ship Can Sail Again, But Without Its 69 Missiles, Explosives Or Captain 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 26 DEC 11) 

HELSINKI — A British-registered ship that was held in a 
Finnish port after authorities discovered 69 surface-to-air 
missiles and 160 tons of explosives onboard has permission to 
travel again, but without those materials or its captain, a port 
official said Monday. 

The M/S Thor Liberty was headed to China and had 
docked in the southern Finnish port of Kotka to pick up anchor 
chains when police last week discovered and seized the 
missiles and explosive piric acid on board. 

The Patriot missiles were an official shipment from 
Germany to South Korea, while Finnish authorities said the 
explosives were a legitimate shipment for China. But the 
missiles lacked proper transit documents, and the explosives 
weren’t safely stored, police said. 

The military has destroyed some of the cargo, while other 
pieces were being repacked in a safer manner, Markku 
Koskinen, the director of traffic operations at the port of 
Kotka, told The Associated Press. He said he did not know 
exactly which pieces had been disposed of. 

The ship’s Ukrainian captain and first mate were taken 
into custody on suspicion of violating weapons export laws, 
and have not been cleared to leave the country. There were 11 
other crew members on the ship. 

Koskinen said the vessel’s travel ban was lifted Monday 
afternoon, but could not say whether the vessel would actually 
leave without its captain or if it still intends to go to China. 

“She can sail, but customs is still holding the cargo and 
the (detained) crew isn’t allowed to leave Finland,” he said. 
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9. Navy Ensures Navigation In A Sea Of Danger 
(CHINA DAILY 26 DEC 11) ... Li Xiaokun 

After spending months escorting vessels in the Gulf of 
Aden, Wang Hongmin found it no surprise that China plays a 
leading role ensuring ships from around the globe safely 
navigate pirate-plagued waters. 

"The Chinese escort fleet is very reliable in terms of 
escort missions," he said. "I mean, since many navies choose 
to patrol certain waters, the Chinese are accompanying the 
vessels exactly from site A to B, and then back from B to A, 
like a nanny who doesn't go a step away." 

Wang spoke to China Daily on the eve of Monday's third 
anniversary of China sending escort fleets to the Gulf of Aden. 

According to the Ministry of Defense, Chinese forces 
have escorted more than 4,300 Chinese and foreign ships in 
the gulf, and all missions were completed successfully. 

A former captain of the missile frigate Xuzhou, one of 
China's most advanced vessels of its type, Wang led his crew 
as part of the third and seventh escort fleets that Beijing sent 
to waters off Somalia in 2009 and 2010-2011. 

In the latter mission, his crew "fortunately" - as Wang put 
it - became the first group of Chinese servicemen to militarily 
engage with confirmed pirates. 

They were also given the honor of being the first ship to 
escort a large number of Chinese citizens forced to leave 

Libya during the recent political turbulence that led to the 
downfall of the Muammar Gadhafi regime. 

Theirs also was the first Chinese navy ship to escort a 
large number of overseas Chinese citizens on the start of their 
journey home from Libya when Muammar Gaddafi's 
government started to collapse. 

A Bold Attack 
Their fight with the pirates "came at noon on Nov 13 last 

year, when we were escorting the 275th group of ships that 
China took charge of," Wang said. Suddenly, they received 
signals for help from a vessel in the convoy, which was 
stretched acrossat least 10 km. 

Soon, a pirate boat was detected advancing at high speed 
toward the vessel team and firing at one ship. Pirates threw a 
rope ladder onto it. 

"We all found it unbelievable at that time," Wang said. 
"The pirates have become so fierce. How dare they rob a ship 
under the eyes of a warship?" 

The Xuzhou and Chinese helicopters fired intensively at 
the pirate vessel until the pirates, unhurt, surrendered. Then 
the Chinese forces returned to the escort mission. 

"But we did not stop at that," Wang said. "Later we had a 
meeting to discuss why the incident happened." 
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They agreed on two reasons: First, the Chinese navy was 
restrained to the pirates and would not attack them as some 
navies do as long as the pirates do not disturb the commercial 
vessels. 

Second, "There are too many foreign ships applying for 
Chinese escort, even when they have to wait for another few 
days or leave the waters suggested by international escort 
forces as a secure area." 

As long as China maintains its policy of not attacking 
pirates if their identities are not confirmed, Wang and his 
colleagues needed another countermeasure. They decided they 
would not allow unaffiliated ships to pass through those under 
their protection, and they moved the naval ships to both wings 
of the vessel team instead of ahead and behind. 

The toughest time, he said, was when they waited for 39 
days for diplomatic efforts to unfold to secure and escort a 
ship that had been hijacked by pirates. "We were just waiting 
there, with no resupply. In the end we almost ran out of food." 
The ship and its crew were released safely. 

Better, But Not Over 
In that manner, the Chinese navy has escorted more than 

4,300 vessels from China and other countries through the 
unpeaceful waters in the past three years, Chinese military 
spokesman Geng Yansheng said recently. They also escorted 
vessels of the United Nations World Food Program four times 
and took care of 50 vessels that had been attacked or released 
by pirates. 

For such a heavy mission, Beijing has sent 10 groups with 
a total of 25 warships, more than 8,000 military men and 
women, and 700 special operators. 

"China will continue to dispatch naval escort squads to 
the Gulf of Aden and Somali waters" in accordance with UN 
Security Council spirit, Geng said. 

After 36 months of joint efforts by international navies, 
Wang Hongmin said, there are few cases of robbery in the 
Gulf ofAden. 

"But the pirates did not disappear. Sea conditions in the 
area will get better soon, so the risk of pirate attacks will be on 
the rise in the near future. International navies have to stay 
there for a long term." 

China's Gains 
The arduous efforts not only helped safeguard a key 

international commercial route, but also helped China. 
"The biggest harvest in escort missions is that we 

guaranteed security of our lifeline at sea effectively," said Yin 
Zhuo, a military expert and retired navy rear admiral. "It costs 
a lot to keep escorting there, but we have to bear in mind that 
more than half of China's energy imports are carried via that 
route, as well as trade deals of about $3 trillion." 

Besides, if the Chinese warships had not been there, the 
Xuzhou could not have escorted more than 2,000 Chinese who 
fled Libya, Wang said. 

Zhang Qi, a People's Liberation Army officer who took 
part in early escort missions, wrote recently that China has 
found a "Chinese way" to be involved and contribute to 
international peacekeeping. In the Gulf of Aden, he said, the 
Chinese navy showed its efficiency - and will - to contribute to 
world peace through all kinds of joint missions, exchanges and 
exercises withforeign troops. 

He made his comments in an article posted on the 
Defense Ministry's website on Dec 16. 

Wang Hongmin feels the same way. "For instance, we 
had very good cooperation in escorts with Japanese 
helicopters. The Japanese pilots often exchanged information 
with us when they were still far away in the air, telling us what 
they found and asking for our situation." 

The captain said he also met many foreign captains during 
the trip. "A foreign commanding officer told me he was 
impressed when he arrived at the Xuzhou frigate on a 
helicopter. The appearance and spirit of the Chinese navy have 
changed. Visitors can feel the confidence deep in minds of our 
soldiers." 
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10. Japan Eases Ban On Weapons Exports 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 27 DEC 11) ... Mari Yamaguchi 

TOKYO--Japan on Tuesday announced a decision to ease 
its decades-long weapons export ban in a bid to lower 
purchase and production costs and take part in arms-
development projects with other countries. 

For a nation with a war-renouncing constitution written 
after World War II, lifting the ban is a sensitive issue, 
especially in Asia, where neighboring countries suffered under 
Japan's wartime aggression. 

Chief Cabinet Secretary Osamu Fujimura said Japan 
maintains its pacifist principles prohibiting export of Japanese-
made weapons for use in global conflicts. 

He said that the new rules, approved by the government's 
security council, will allow Japan to participate in arms-
building projects with other countries. Exports will be limited 
to projects related to peacekeeping and Japan's partners cannot 
sell technology or weapons to a third country without Tokyo's 
consent. 

Japan already has eased the ban in projects with the 
United States, its biggest ally. The latest change extends the 
exception to other defense partners, including European 
nations and Australia. 

Japan and the U.S. have jointly conducted weapons 
research and development to step up their security alliance, 
but that's not enough as Japan is expected to play a greater role 
in international peacekeeping, humanitarian support and take 
steps against piracy and terrorism, Fujimura said. The easing 
of the ban also allows Japanese defense contractors to get 
access to cutting-edge weapons technology and lower costs 
and acquire more competitiveness, he said. 

"As the international society experiences major changes, 
we strengthen the alliance with the U.S. but we need to 
cooperate with other defense partners as well," Fujimura said 
in a statement. "We should acquire the most advanced defense 
technology to upgrade the capability of Japanese defense 
industry and cut production costs by pursuing international 
joint development and production of defense equipment." 

The arms export ban dates back to 1967. But the 
government has long been under pressure from Japanese 
defense contractors who said the strict policy would hamper 
their competitiveness and access to technology. Officials have 
gradually modified rules over time, and Japan has allowed 



 12

supplying of weapons technology to the U.S. and joint 
development of missile shields between the two allies. 

The U.S. military has also urged flexibility as strict use of 
Japan's policy would prevent Washington from selling 
weapons using Japan-made components to other countries. 

Huge defense procurement cost is a big concern. Japan 
earlier this month announced a costly deal by ordering 42 F-35 
fighter jets from Lockheed Martin Corp. The Defense Ministry 
is requesting a budget 55.1 billion yen ($706.9 million) just 
for the first four of them next fiscal year, which starts in April. 

Development and export of weapons parts by Japanese 
contractors would help to hold down costs. 

Defense Minister Yasuo Ichikawa said Japan will stick to 
its principles even though the new rules could address cost and 
technology issues. 

"The idea is to create a new framework while we firmly 
keep the philosophy in place," Ichikawa told reporters 
Saturday before the official announcement. 
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11. Iran Begins Naval Drills In Strait Of Hormuz 
Tehran's latest display of military power will bring it into close proximity of US warships in strategic oil 
route. 
(AL JAZEERA 25 DEC 11) 

Iran plans to practice its use of submarines, surface-to-sea 
missile systems, torpedoes and drones  

Iran's navy has started a 10-day drill in international 
waters near the strategic oil route that passes through the Strait 
of Hormuz. 

The exercises, dubbed "Velayat 90", could bring Iranian 
ships into proximity with United States Navy vessels in the 
area. "Velayat" is a Persian word for "supremacy" and it is 
currently used as a title of deference for the Iran's Supreme 
Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei. 

The war games cover a 2,000km stretch of sea off the 
Strait of Hormuz, northern parts of the Indian Ocean and into 
the Gulf of Aden, near the entrance to the Red Sea, state 
television reported. 

The drill will be Iran's latest show of strength in the face 
of mounting international criticism over its controversial 
nuclear programme, which the West fears is aimed at 
developing atomic weapons. Tehran denies those charges, 
insisting the program is for peaceful purposes only. 

Adm Habibollah Sayyari, the navy chief, said Iran is 
holding the drill to show off its prowess and defense 
capabilities. 

"To show off its might, the navy needs to be present in 
international waters. It's necessary to demonstrate the navy's 
defense capabilities," state TV quoted Sayyari as saying. 

Sayyari said submarines, surface-to-sea missile systems, 
missile-launching vessels, torpedoes and drones will be 
employed in the maneuvers. 

Strategic waterway 
The Strait of Hormuz is of strategic significance as the 

passageway for about a third of the world's oil tanker traffic. 
Beyond it lie vast bodies of water, including the Arabian Sea 
and the Gulf of Aden. 

The US Navy's Bahrain-based Fifth Fleet is also active in 
the area, as are warships of several other countries that patrol 
for pirates there. 

Iran regularly holds war games and has also been active in 
fighting piracy. Both the US and Israel have not ruled out a 
military option against Iran over its nuclear program. 

Iranian hard-liners have come out with occasional threats 
that Tehran would seal off the key waterway if the US or 
Israel moved against the country's nuclear facilities. 

Iranian authorities have given no indication the strait will 
be closed during the exercise, and it has not been shut during 
previous drills. 

The US, Britain and Canada announced new measures 
against Iran's energy and financial sectors last month and the 
European Union is considering a ban, already in place in the 
US, on imports of Iranian oil. 
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12. Russia Test-Fires Two New Nuclear Missiles 
(REUTERS 24 DEC 11) 

Russia successfully tested on Friday its two new Bulava 
intercontinental missiles, which experienced several failures in 
the past. 

The Defence Ministry said the 12-meter-long Bulava, or 
Mace, which Moscow aims to make the cornerstone of its 
nuclear arsenal, was fired from a submarine in the Arctic 
White Sea and hit the target, a designated polygon, on 
Kamchatka peninsula in Russia's far east. 

"The launch was carried out from (the submarine in) 
submerged position in the White Sea," ministry spokesman 
Igor Konashenkov was quoted by state-run RIA news agency 
as saying. "Its warheads reached the polygon (target) on time." 

The missiles carry dummies rather than nuclear warheads 
as Russia is a signatory of the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-
Ban Treaty which bans all nuclear explosions. 

The Bulava had failed half of its previous trials, calling 
into question the expensive missile program. The previous 
launch in June from the same submarine was a success though. 

A Bulava missile weighs 36.8 tonnes and can travel a 
distance of 8,000 km (5,000) miles carrying 6-10 nuclear 
warheads, which would deliver an impact of up to 100 times 
the atomic blast that devastated Hiroshima in 1945. 

Return to Index 
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13. Military, Submarine Experts Reject $18bn Estimate For New Fleet 
(THE AUSTRALIAN 27 DEC 11) ... Cameron Stewart 

Submariners and military experts have rejected claims 
that Australia could build a new fleet of 12 state-of-the-art 
submarines for only $18 billion, saying taxpayers need to be 
warned that the final costs could be far higher.  

A report on Australia's Future Submarine by strategic 
think tank the Kokoda Foundation, revealed in The Australian 
yesterday, slashes in half the expected cost of building a new 
fleet of submarines in Adelaide. 

The Kokoda findings will be embraced by the Gillard 
government because they suggest building a new fleet to 
replace the Collins-class boats from 2025 may be more 
affordable than critics have claimed. 

But former submariner Sean Costello, who co-wrote the 
2009 Australian Strategic Policy Institute report -- which said 
a new fleet would cost up to $36bn -- said he was sceptical of 
the $18bn claim. "I'd be very cautious about accepting this 
number," he said yesterday. "The work (fellow ASPI analyst) 
Andrew Davies and I did still stands. We quantified the rising 
cost of submarines from a very wide sample base looking at 
dozens of classes in recent decades and that showed that the 
future submarine program would cost in the order of $36bn. 

"The public should be aware of the scale of this 
undertaking being proposed by the government. The new 
submarines will be very capable, but they will also be very 
expensive." 

His co-author Dr Davies said that if the Kokoda report's 
estimates were correct, then they assumed the newer, larger 
and more sophisticated submarines envisaged by the 
government could be built for about the same cost in today's 
dollars as the original Collins-class boats. 

"That is contrary to the experience with all sophisticated 
military equipment around the world, which has become more 
complex and more expensive," he said. 

He was also deeply sceptical of the claim in the Kokoda 
report that building submarines in Australia did not add extra 
costs to the project. 

He pointed to current problems with the building of air 
warfare destroyers in Australia -- a project that is already a 
year late and over budget. 

The Kokoda report rejects calls for Australia to opt for 
smaller, cheaper, ready-made submarines from Europe and 
says an evolved, homemade "son of Collins" is the only option 
that suits Australia's strategic needs. The government has said 
it will construct 12 non-nuclear submarines in Adelaide, but 
not whether they will be larger homemade submarines or 
smaller off-the-shelf European designs. 

Opposition defence spokesman David Johnston said 
yesterday a Coalition government would keep its options 
open. 

"The Coalition will ... look at all options to ensure that we 
have the very best capability based on cost and risk," he said. 

"The Coalition will not allow a repeat of the mistakes 
made under the Collins-class program." 

Former submariner Rex Patrick said the Kokoda report 
appeared to be an over-optimistic assessment that did not take 
into account the risks associated with such a massive project, 
as well as the current poor shape of the Collins-class fleet. 

"Any government that ignores the hard, cold facts of 
Collins would be being more than just cavalier with taxpayers' 
money -- it would be failing in their duty of governance," said 
Mr Patrick, who now assists the navy in undersea warfare 
training. 

"Noting the recent Coles review, which was nothing short 
of damning of the Collins program, it is difficult to believe 
any organisation could suggest we should take on such an 
ambitious own-design program." 

The Kokoda estimate of $18bn is based on 12 3800-tonne 
submarines.The 3000-tonne-sub Collins fleet has been plagued 
with technical problems and crew shortages, resulting in only 
one or two of the six boats being available at any one time. 
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14. Navy Seeking Recruits From The Old Country 
(SYDNEY MORNING HERALD 27 DEC 11) ... David Ellery 

The Royal Australian Navy is screening more than 1000 
British sailors facing redundancy under Britain's defence cuts 
for possible employment down under. 

The recruitment program is targeted at critical skill 
shortages in the Australian fleet, particularly of engineers. 

The Chief of Navy, Vice Admiral Ray Griggs, said 
mining industry recruiters wait on the docks in Western 
Australia for engineers and other skilled naval personnel when 
they disembark. It is the 18th century press gang in reverse. 

“Navy has been closely consulting with the Royal Navy 
on options for RN personnel affected by the downsizing,” a 
Defence spokeswoman said. “The RAN is presenting itself to 
personnel identified for redundancy as one of their career 
transition options - if they meet the RAN's requirements.” 

The Herald was told the Royal Navy - which says it is 
providing redundant personnel with “a comprehensive 
resettlement package” - is “very comfortable” with actions 
being taken by the RAN. 

More than 5000 Royal Navy personnel are to be made 
redundant between now and 2015 as part of the downsizing of 
Britain's defence force ordered by the Conservative 
government in response to the global financial crisis. 

About a third of the 1000-strong first round of 
redundancies are involuntary. 

Britain has already decommissioned HMS Ark Royal, the 
flagship of her fleet and the sister ship of the HMS Invincible 
which saw service during the Falklands war. Ark Royal's 
squadron of Harrier jump jets is also being scrapped. The 
carrier and her aircraft saw action during the Balkans crisis 
and the second Gulf war. 

There are strong cultural similarities between the Royal 
Navy and the Royal Australian Navy which operated as one 
until the end of World War II. There is also a long history of 
personnel transferring from one to the other. 

It appears unlikely the British redundancies will help the 
RAN boost the number of its submariners in the near future. 
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The Royal Navy has no plans to reduce the size of its 
submarine fleet until the late 2020s when the first of a new 
class of ballistic missile submarines - or “boomers” - comes 
on line. 

Australia now has three crews for its troubled Collins 
class submarines. This is only sufficient to have two of the six 
boats in the fleet operational at any one time. 

The RAN has already taken advantage of the original 
senior service's funding crisis by snapping up one of the Royal 
Navy's recently constructed Bay class amphibious support 
ships. Renamed HMAS Choules, the former Largs Bay arrived 
in Australia this month. 
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15. Drone Puts Sting In Whale War 
(AUSTRALIAN ASSOCIATED PRESS 26 DEC 11) 

Anti-whaling activists have successfully unleashed a hi-
tech weapon in their war against the Japanese hunting fleet 
and now the chase is on. 

The Sea Shepherd conservation group intercepted the 
Japanese harpoon fleet with the help of a military-style drone 
yesterday. 

Sea Shepherd captain Paul Watson confirmed yesterday 
that the group had caught up with the fleet at 37 degrees south, 
1600km above Antarctic waters in the Southern Ocean Whale 
Sanctuary. 

Quartermaster Eleanor Lister said the Sea Shepherd fleet 
would now pursue the Japanese vessels. 

"The chase is on for the next 1000 miles," she said. 
With the Steve Irwin taking up the resources of three of 

the Japanese ships, the Bob Barker remains clear of anything 
to tail and the Brigitte Bardot is clear to scout out the factory 
ship, having superior speed to the harpoon vessels. 

"This is going to be a long, hard pursuit from here to the 
coast of Antarctica," Captain Watson said. 

"But thanks to these drones, we now have an advantage 
we have never had before eyes in the sky. 

"We can cover hundreds of miles with the drone and it 
has proven to be valuable assets for this campaign. 

"It's a great piece of equipment for all weather conditions 
which can make a massive difference to us. 

"And it minimises the amount of petrol we use too." 
Captain Watson said he had he received reports from 

fishermen when the Japanese ship passed through the Lombok 
Strait. He waited south of the strait at a distance of 500 miles 
off the south-west coast of Western Australia. 

The drone, named Nicole Montecalvo, became part of the 
arsenal against Japanese whalers in September. The long-
range drone, an unmanned aerial vehicle that can fly 
independently or be operated remotely, helps protect the fleet, 
her crew and alert them to potential dangers. 

The drone was donated to Sea Shepherd's Steve Irwin 
ship by Bayshore Recycling of New Jersey, and Moran Office 
of Maritime and Port Security, also of New Jersey. 

Nicole Montecalvo previously helped in operations 
against blue fin tuna poaching off the coast of Libya. 

The Sea Shepherd crew have found the Japanese whaling 
fleet before a single whale has been killed. 

Commercial whaling is banned under an international 
treaty. 

But since 1987 Japan has continued its whaling for what it 
claims is scientific research into the marine mammals. 

Official numbers show 170 protected minke whales and 
two endangered fin whales were killed last year. 
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PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
16. PTSD Treatment Being Tested At Navy Hospital 
San Diego facility is studying whether anesthetic used in childbirth could help veterans who suffer from the 
disorder. 
(LOS ANGELES TIMES 26 DEC 11) ... Tony Perry 

The Pentagon is spending hundreds of millions of dollars 
searching for a treatment for post-traumatic stress disorder, the 
overarching term for the nightmares, flashbacks, anxiety and 
restlessness suffered by many troops returning from Iraq and 
Afghanistan. 

Nearly all of the dozens of research projects involve long-
term counseling and prescription drugs. 

But researchers at the Naval Medical Center San Diego 
believe that something as seemingly simple as injections of an 
anesthetic given to women during childbirth may be effective 
in alleviating the symptoms associated with PTSD. 

Early testing on several dozen veterans of the Iraq and 
Afghanistan conflicts has proved promising, with some, 
although not all, showing signs of relief from stellate ganglion 
block treatment, researchers said. 

"It may be a significant tool in our armory" to fight 
PTSD, said Dr. Robert McLay, a psychiatrist and director of 
mental health research at the medical center. 

McLay, whose book "At War With PTSD" will soon be 
published by Johns Hopkins University Press, says he was 
skeptical when he first heard about the treatment. 

"I thought this was a little wacky when it was mentioned," 
he said. 

But now McLay and Dr. Anita Hickey, a Navy captain 
and pain control specialist, are midway through a two-year 
study of 40-plus active-duty Marines, Sailors and soldiers 
diagnosed with PTSD. One of the early findings is that 
volunteers receiving the injections are doing better than those 
receiving placebos. 
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McLay and Hickey hope to present their findings to the 
American Psychiatric Assn. at its May convention in 
Philadelphia. 

Many questions are yet to be answered: Why does the 
treatment appear to work on some patients but not others? 
How many shots are needed? What about side effects? Are 
combat cases of PTSD different from non-combat cases? 

"There is a lot to be studied," Hickey said. 
Still, if the treatment proves effective, much of the credit 

will go to Dr. Eugene Lipov, a Chicago anesthesiologist who 
has pioneered its use among his patients, many of them former 
military personnel. 

"If we don't get PTSD under control, our crime rate and 
social disability are going to be out of control," said Lipov, 
founder of Chicago's Advanced Pain Centers. 

In hopes of treating recent veterans or active-duty 
personnel, Lipov submitted three applications for federal 
research funding. He was rejected three times by the Pentagon 
despite, in 2007, having support from the junior senator from 
Illinois at the time, Barack Obama. 

Then, a Navy doctor from San Diego heard Lipov's 
impassioned testimony before a congressional committee and 
was intrigued. That led to a $250,000 grant to the Naval 
Medical Center San Diego, a modest amount in the world of 
medical research. 

In fiscal year 2010, the Navy's Bureau of Medicine and 
Surgery allocated $800 million for more than 80 research 
projects on PTSD. 

One of Lipov's patients, Raleigh Showens, 64, of 
McHenry, Ill., had suffered from PTSD since returning from 
service as an Army medic in Vietnam. "All I saw was torment, 
death and destruction," he said in a telephone interview. 

A year ago, frustrated with counseling and medication, 
Showens said, he was on the verge of suicide. He took up 
Lipov's offer of free treatment and received an injection on 
Dec. 20. 

"That was the first night in 40-plus years that I'd slept all 
night," he said. But three days later, the effect seemed to wear 
off, and Showens needed a second injection. 

Showens said he feels so good that he has quit all 
counseling and medication. 

McLay said his theory is that if the injection method 
proves effective, it will be best used in addition to therapy, not 
as a substitute. "I think it will be good to have a variety of 
treatments," he said. 

There are differences between the work of Lipov and the 
Navy researchers involving what drug is best (obstetricians 
use several different ones for epidurals) and what is the best 
method for locating the precise location in the neck for the 
injection (Lipov likes X-ray, Hickey prefers ultrasound). 

The treatment aims to affect the body's sympathetic 
nervous system through the nerves in the neck. The bundle of 
nerves that control the "fight or flight" syndrome in the brain 
are known as the stellate ganglion. 

The injection, Lipov said, "resets" the nerve bundle to 
calm down the agitation and "hypervigilance" that are 
common to PTSD sufferers. Although denied federal funding, 
Lipov has received $81,000 from the Illinois Department of 
Veterans Affairs and has 10 veterans enrolled in his own 
study. 

Lipov and Maryam Navaie, president and chief executive 
of the La Jolla-based Advance Health Solutions, plan a trip to 
Washington early next year to lobby key members of 
Congress. 

And in February, Military Medicine, the monthly 
publication of the Assn. of Military Surgeons of the U.S., will 
publish an article by Lipov, Navaie, Hickey and four other 
researchers discussing Lipov's findings and the early results 
from the Naval Medical Center San Diego study. 

On one point all the researchers agree: PTSD will remain 
a medical challenge long after the end of the wars. McLay said 
PTSD, by different names, can be traced to the days of 
Achilles and the Spartans. 

"I see Marines, SEALs, Green Berets — the toughest men 
on earth — and they still have PTSD," McLay said. 
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17. End Of War Will Affect Benefits 
(AOL MILITARY UPDATE 25 DEC 11) ... Tom Philpott 

The end of the Iraq war also appears to end a golden age 
of growth in military pay and benefits, which lasted at least a 
decade and corrected many perceived or long-standing faults 
in military compensation. 

Disabled retirees, reserve component members, surviving 
spouses and active forces all benefitted from flush wartime 
budgets and a Congress attuned after 9/11 to America's 
deepening appreciation of current and past generations who 
risk life and limb in our nation's wars. 

But amid a deepening debt crisis and return of all U.S. 
forces from Iraq, the 2012 defense authorization bill shows 
priorities shifting, toward controlling defense spending and 
preparing to draw down forces. Restored are some old 
authorities needed to "reduce end strength in a responsible 
manner," explained a House-Senate conference report on the 
bill. These include: 

 •Temporary Early Retirement Authority, TERA, to 
allow select members a reduced annuity if released 
after 15 years but less than 20; 

 •Voluntary Retirement Incentive Pay, payable to up 
to 675 officers with 20 to 29 years of service, can 
encourage them to leave in return for payments of up 
to 12 months of basic pay; 

 •Voluntary Separation Pay and Benefits for select 
enlisted members or officers who have more than six 
years' service but fewer than 20. 

 •Expansion from three months to one year the period 
that an enlisted member can be discharged early 
without losing benefits. No pay or allowances would 
be paid for obligated time not served. 

The Army and Marine Corps saw the steepest force 
increases during the Iraq war and expect to make the deepest 
post-war cuts. The Army will fall by 7,400 soldiers, to 
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562,000, by October. That's still up 77,000 from 2003. Marine 
strength will hold at 202,100 but plans are to cut the Corps to 
186,800 or even fewer as cost-cutting pressure intensifies. 

The Navy is down 54,400 Sailors since its wartime peak 
of 383,000 in 2002. It will lose another 3,000 to reach 325,700 
by fall. 

The Air Force is to gain 600 airmen for total active duty 
strength of 332,800. Though it is down 40,000 airmen since a 
wartime peak in 2004, the Air Force exceeded its authorized 
level by 1,200 last October. 

The new defense bill authorizes the modest TRICARE 
Prime enrollment fee increases that took effect Oct. 1 for 
working-age retirees, the first bump since TRICARE began 16 
years ago. It also directs retiree Prime fees to be raised 
annually by the percentage hike in retired pay through annual 
cost-of-living adjustments or COLAs. Pharmacy co-payments 
will be allowed to rise. 

Retroactive to Oct. 1, 2011, the services must prorate 
imminent danger pay and hostile fire pay of $225 a month 
based on number of days spent in designated danger areas. 
Previously, any part of a day in a war zone qualified a member 
for the full monthly payment. Only if there's exposure to 
hostile fire will a day in theater now trigger full payment. 

The Obama administration, military leaders, prominent 
lawmakers and various debt commissions have signaled 

deeper cost-sharing ahead for military beneficiaries including 
a first-ever enrollment fee for TRICARE for Life and a 
dampened COLA formula for all federal entitlements. So 
beneficiaries have reason to be wary of the defense budget to 
be unveiled in February with all accounts, including 
personnel, facing spending cuts. 

Military associations don't brag of gains over the past 
decade, probably to protect them and to the fight effectively 
for others. But even a partial list is impressive. Older retirees 
today have TRICARE for Life, a prized supplement to 
Medicare that didn't exist before. All beneficiaries have access 
to a mail-order drug program and a vast retail pharmacy 
network. Many thousands of retirees with serious or combat-
related disabilities now draw full retired pay plus VA 
disability compensation because Congress ended for them the 
century-old ban on concurrent receipt. 

The Survivor Benefit Plan is more valuable since 
Congress ended a deep reduction in annuities at age 62 when 
surviving spouses become eligible for social security. The 
gratuity for combat-related deaths was raised six-fold to 
$100,000 and maximum Servicemembers' Group Life 
Insurance coverage rose from $250,000 to $400,000. Congress 
also approved a lump sum Traumatic SGLI payment of up to 
$100,000 to assist the most severely wounded with immediate 
financial challenges. 
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18. Amputee Needs Will Continue Long After Wars 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 24 DEC 11) ... Gretel C. Kovach 

The current generation of young war-wounded amputees 
like Sgt. Collin Raaz, a 25-year-old Marine scout sniper, will 
likely live 50 to 60 more years. 

Vietnam War veterans demonstrated that, absent other 
medical complications, the life expectancy of amputees can be 
as long as their peers if they take care of their health. 

But much remains unknown about the physical recovery 
of troops severely wounded in Iraq and Afghanistan, says 
Jennifer Town, director of C5, the combat casualty care 
program at San Diego Naval Medical Center in Balboa Park. 

“Forward deployed medical assets are giving massive 
transfusions to these kids, and they are surviving. The lance 
corporal is putting tourniquets on his buddy,” Town says. 
Before modern products and measures to control blood loss, 
“the Raazes of the world would not have made it out of theater 
in wars past.”  

Environmental contaminants are another wild card in their 
long-term health. “They’ve had exposures to many things. 
Afghanistan is a very dirty country. Infections and all those 
things that were taken care of initially with their acute care, is 
there a long term in any of that?” she wonders. 

Federal finances are another unknown. There is little 
interest, so far, in slashing military health care funding to 
balance the budget, but “we have to be willing to go to bat and 
say there is an ongoing requirement for this population,” 
Town says. “We’ve got to keep the public aware.”  

Improved Care 
Ryan Pavlu, an executive vice president of Wounded 

Warrior Project, an advocacy and support organization for 
post 9/11 combat veterans, said “early on when we started 
receiving heavy casualties, let’s be honest, we weren’t ready. 
(The Defense Department) wasn’t ready for the amount of 

casualties they were seeing and the seriousness of the 
casualties.”  

Since then military medical care for the war wounded has 
improved significantly, Pavlu said, with increased staffing and 
better treatments. 

Wounded service members continue to report 
shortcomings with care at some smaller regional health care 
facilities, an overreliance on medication instead of 
rehabilitative care, bureaucratic red tape, and the effectiveness 
of cognitive treatments for so-called invisible wounds such as 
traumatic brain injury and post traumatic stress.  

But when it comes to health care for catastrophic physical 
injuries such as amputations, “especially at the major military 
facilities,” Pavlu says, “warriors are really getting top-notch 
care.” 

The drawdown of troops from the war zone, however, is 
going to produce another surge in demand for military health 
services. “They’re going to have physical injuries, mental 
health injuries,” Pavlu says. “We’ve got to have the health 
care system in place to take care of those needs. For a time, 
the health care system is going to be flooded.” 

The stigma in warrior culture about appearing weak is 
diminishing, but remains as another barrier to care. Alice 
Slomko, a retired Marine who works as a Pentagon contracted 
recovery care coordinator, says wounded service members can 
be self-reliant to a fault. 

“Being Marines, we are very independent. We don’t want 
any help,” she says. “I emphasize to them that ‘you’ve taken 
care of us as a country, now it’s time for you to put the 
flashlight on yourself and get the assistance you need.’ 
There’s no need to be ashamed about that at all.” 
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Center Of Excellence 
Rear Adm. C. Forrest Faison III, commander of San 

Diego Naval Medical Center, says, “if the war ended today, 
we’ve got decades to take care of these guys and do it right.” 
That responsibility extends beyond their physical health to 
their education, employment and family needs. 

Young combat veterans have struggled with homelessness 
and joblessness at rates even higher during the recent 
economic downturn than the general population. 

“If they’re in the best health in the world, but they don’t 
have marketable skills or they’re homeless,” Faison says, “if 
he has to go live in Balboa Park because he can’t get a job ... 
that’s not the commitment our nation has made to these guys.” 

Faison and his staff are in talks with a local foundation 
about establishing a center of excellence in San Diego County 
for amputee care. They envision a community facility where 
the war wounded and civilians could receive medical care, 
attend college and job hunt, at a cross-roads for providers and 
researchers in the military, veterans affairs and academic 
realms. 

New Careers 
In 2006, the Marine Corps began offering permanent 

limited duty status to all combat wounded Marines who 
wanted to stay in uniform the full 20 years until retirement, if 
they could perform a job. Before that the disabled were 
usually forced out of the military, into VA care and the 
civilian job market.  

Most Marines in the Wounded Warrior Detachment at 
San Diego Naval Medical Center want to stay in the Corps at 

first, but only about 2 percent ultimately do, says Lt. Col. Tim 
Bleidistel, officer in charge of the unit. 

The change of heart comes when they realize that their 
friends have cycled out of their old unit, and it will be difficult 
or impossible to do the same job they used to. “That, right 
there, is the first shock, that the world has kept turning while 
they’ve been here,” Bleidistel says. “And they start going, 
‘You know, maybe this is my past.’”  

Before long, most of them adjust and “start doing what 
we tell them, which is focus on your abilities, not your 
limitations. America is a service industry country. A lot of the 
jobs are done sitting behind a desk, and a triple amputee can 
do that,” he says. “There’s a whole lot of employment 
opportunities that probably wouldn’t have been there 50 years 
ago when we were mostly industrial.  

“They have a lot of options.” 
San Diego-based businesses are offering wounded 

Marines more jobs than the detachment can fill at the moment. 
The problem is finding jobs in their hometowns in other states.  

Some have no choice because of their injuries than to live 
off their modest disability payments, but most can and should 
go on to new careers after they heal, Bleidistel says. 

“The last thing we want to do is to simply create a class of 
entitlement. They are entitled to what the government rates 
them, but that is simply not the life we envision for them.  

“They are much more than that.” 
This article is one of an eight part series. For more in the 

series, visit Gretel C. Kovach at the San Diego Union-
Tribune. 
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19. Military Families Soldier On 
Christmas Homecomings From Iraq Touch a Nerve for Kin of Troops in Afghanistan 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 24 DEC 11) ... Tamara Audi and Ana Campoy 

This Christmas, Donna Jones is doing her best to avoid 
heartwarming scenes of military homecomings. It's not easy: 
Thousands of troops are reuniting with their families in a blur 
of on-camera kisses, and she works on a military base. 

"There are all these holiday homecomings, and I'm happy 
that people get to see their loved ones. I just can't watch," Mrs. 
Jones said. "It hurts when the situation is: Your Marine isn't 
coming home." 

Mrs. Jones's husband, Marine Maj. William Jones, is still 
deployed in Afghanistan -- along with 91,000 other U.S. 
troops. 

Thousands of service members have come home from 
Iraq, with the last U.S. troops exiting from the country in mid-
December. But tens of thousands are still deployed elsewhere, 
many on the front lines in Afghanistan. 

That means many families are facing a holiday season 
with a loved one still in a combat zone. As the nation 
celebrates the holiday homecomings, some fear these family 
members are being forgotten in the frenzy. 

"It seems like everyone is forgetting there are still troops 
in Afghanistan and other places," said Bianca Strzalkowski, a 
Marine wife who travels the country speaking to military 
spouses. "Just because the Iraq engagement has ended doesn't 
mean the rest of the war has ended." 

Mrs. Strzalkowski's husband, Marine Gunnery Sgt. Ron 
Strzalkowski, is home this Christmas, but he expects to deploy 
sometime next year. 

At its height, the Marine force was up to 22,000 in 
Afghanistan, according to Capt. Greg Wolf, a Marine 
spokesman. Now, there are about 19,000 in Afghanistan, 
largely in Helmand province, where the fighting is intense. 

The U.S. has begun withdrawing troops from 
Afghanistan, but some could remain through 2014. Next year, 
7,000 to 8,000 Marines are expected to leave Afghanistan, 
Capt. Wolf said. 

Even as troops were coming home, Mrs. Jones's husband 
left for Afghanistan on Dec. 8. Maj. Jones leads a team that 
repairs battle damage to vehicles, and he sometimes works in 
the field. 

"He's in danger, I know he's in danger," said Mrs. Jones, 
who is a supervisor for the Marine Corps Association, a 
professional-development association, on the Quantico Marine 
base in Virginia. "He'll tell me everything is OK, but I know." 

That makes it hard to concentrate on small talk at holiday 
parties, or Christmas activities. "It's honestly a little depressing 
to see [the tree] there. I have the lights up. I'm buying all the 
stuff to make Christmas dinner. I try. But this all feels hollow 
without William," she said. 

The couple's 3-year-old son, Jacob, asks her repeatedly, 
"Will daddy be here for Christmas?" She tells him he is 
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working and they will talk to him on Christmas Day. But, she 
said, his questions tear at her. Recently in the car, she said 
Jacob looked out the window and called out, "Daddy, where 
are you?" 

Moments like those, she said, "I have to fight to keep it 
together." 

The holidays can be especially stressful for military 
families. Spouses and children feel the absence of a parent 
more sharply, family counselors say. This year is more 
difficult for families who see so many others welcoming home 
loved ones. 

"The families who are left behind, we bear a heavy 
burden," said Keri Grandalski, wife of Air Force Chief Master 
Sgt. Steven Grandalski, who is on duty in Afghanistan. She 
and their 11- and 14-year-old sons will celebrate a "low-key" 
Christmas at their home near Fort Hood, Texas, where her 
husband is based. 

One of her Christmas wishes: that the public would do 
more to acknowledge the troops still serving in the holiday 
season. 

"There's stress and worry all year, but then you add that 
it's Christmas time, which is all about being with family, and 
everyone is coming home, but your spouse is still out there," 
said Bill Durdin, who heads the family liaison program for the 
First Marine Division at Camp Pendleton, north of San Diego. 

About 7,000 Marines from there are deployed, officials 
said, mostly to Afghanistan. 

Mr. Durdin said his liaison officers have seen spouses 
burning through savings to buy extra toys for their children as 
a way to make up for a missing parent. 

Other families take Christmas photos with "flat daddies" 
or "flat mommies" -- life-size photos of a deployed parent. 

Mrs. Jones said she is planning to make her husband a full 
Christmas dinner from scratch when he comes home -- in 
June. 

Tricia Ross, whose husband, Jeffrey, is a Navy lieutenant 
deployed with a Marine force in the Persian Gulf, said her 
family would open half their Christmas gifts on Christmas 
Day, and the other half in February, when her husband comes 
home. 

Mrs. Ross said welcome banners line the main gate 
outside Marine Corps Base Camp Lejeune, N.C., with 
messages like "I Got the Best Christmas Present Ever." She 
said she cries every time she drives by. "I do feel that a lot of 
the general population thinks everyone is home now, but a lot 
of people are still out there away from their families and 
risking their lives." 

A few days ago, a Marine wife whose husband is on his 
second deployment with a combat unit in Afghanistan came 
into Mr. Durdin's office. The young woman sat down and 
wept. "He's not going to make it home, is he, Mr. Durdin?" he 
said she told him. "It's Christmas time and he's knee-deep in 
battle, and she's home with two young kids," he said. 

Over There 
2.3 million -- Combined total of U.S. service members 

deployed to Iraq and Afghanistan 
164,000 -- Peak number of troops based in Iraq, reached 

in 2007 
91,000 -- Troops remaining in Afghanistan 
15 months -- Longest single deployment stint by an Army 

soldier 
3 months -- Longest single stint by an Air Force airman 
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20. Franklin County's Clerk, A Navy Reservist, Gets Deployed 
(TRI-CTY (WA) HERALD 25 DEC 11) ... Kristin M. Kraemer 

Franklin County Clerk Mike Killian is proud to be a Navy 
man. When he re-enlisted in the reserves two years ago, 
Killian was eager to return to serving his country while also 
working toward completing 20 years of military service. 

But the Pasco father never imagined he would be called to 
duty in Kuwait and ordered to leave his elected post for up to a 
year. 

Killian admits being shocked at first, and spent the next 
several months thinking the orders would be canceled.  

Now, just days from putting on his boots and leaving 
town, Killian is getting in some quality time these holidays 
with his wife, kids and relatives. 

"This Christmas is extra special, counting all my blessings 
and spending as much time as possible with my family," he 
said. 

Petty Officer First Class Killian, 47, will fly out of the 
Tri-Cities Airport in Pasco the morning of Jan. 2. 

He will travel to a Naval processing station in Gulfport, 
Miss., where he will meet the 119 other troops in his 
deployment and get his gear. Then he will spend three to four 
weeks at Fort Dix in New Jersey for training and exercises.  

Killian anticipates arriving in Kuwait sometime in 
February, and said his orders are to be "boots on ground" for 
270 days. He hopes to be back in Pasco by next Christmas. 

Killian might be leaving his office and 13 full-time 
employees for up to 12 months, but he doesn't plan to slack on 
his work duties while serving 7,000 miles away.  

Killian -- who does not know of any other elected official 
in Washington to be called up -- is taking his personal laptop 
and cellphone, and plans to use email and Skype to stay in 
contact and keep updated on business. He has office budgets 
from previous years stored on his computer and said he will be 
prepared to process the 2013 budget for the Franklin County 
commissioners while overseas. 

"In this position I'll still be elected clerk of Franklin 
County. Just because I get deployed, I don't become un-
elected," he said. "There is no additional cost to the county 
with me being deployed." 

Killian first was elected clerk in 2000 and recently re-
elected in 2010. He said he has confidence in his employees, 
who will be led in day-to-day operations by Cherryl Jones, the 
chief deputy clerk. 

"I've got an excellent staff. They work really, really hard," 
he said. "It's going to be difficult being gone, for me, because I 
do like the interaction with the public and the attorneys and 
the judges, so that's going to be hard. And just not being here 
with my staff, and being away from the family." 

His wife, Diana Killian, is Franklin County's elections 
administrator. Daughter Alexandra, 18, is a freshman at 
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Western Washington University, and sons Schuyler and 
Tristan, 15, are sophomores at Pasco High. 

Diana said their children are used to the little sacrifices 
both parents must make for the family because they are public 
servants -- Mike with his occasional clerk's conferences and 
reserve duties, and Diana with election nights. So she doesn't 
expect her husband's absence to really set in until week three. 

"I'll be sad and it will hit me later. I'll just be hanging in 
there because it's not the same without him around," she said. 
"He's just so full of energy and he makes life so fun, so it's 
going to be very different without him." 

Diana said she first thought her husband was pulling her 
leg when he told her about his orders, but she is proud that he 
stepped up to it and knows her family will do just fine. 

"There are lots of families that go through this, so we feel 
honored to be in that group with them. Some suffer more than 
others, so we feel lucky," she said. "He's going to a safer place 
than most. And thank God for technology." 

A Pasco grad himself from 1983, Mike Killian joined the 
Navy right out of high school.  

"I just wanted to. I love to travel, I love to see different 
things and I didn't really want to go into college right away," 
he said. "I wanted to see the world, so I joined the Navy. 
That's why I did it." 

He went into radio-type communications and during his 
six years, nine months of active duty service, he spent almost 
two years in Australia and about 11/2 years on a ship out of 
San Diego, going to destinations such as Mexico and Canada. 

Mike got in more traveling during his six years in the 
reserves, visiting Japan three times and South Korea twice, 
along with Fiji, Scotland and Norway. He said he was not a 
submarine guy, but his unit supported satellite 
communications for subs, making sure all codes were updated 
daily or even hourly so any messages that came out of the 
Pentagon were relayed. 

At the time, there was a Navy Reserve center in Richland, 
where Mike would do his monthly drills, but that eventually 
closed down because of budget cuts. So in May 1996, as his 
contract was to expire, he made the tough decision to get out. 
With newborn twin sons and a 3-year-old daughter at home, 
Mike had to think about his young family instead of traveling 
to Bremerton once a month. 

"It was just the right thing to do at that time, to get out," 
he said. 

But he never forgot about his years of military service or 
his commitment to the U.S. and, with his kids getting older, 
decided to re-enlist in October 2009. A person can't be over 40 
when they go back into the military, but he was eligible 
because his active duty time was subtracted from his current 
age. 

He knew he needed just more than seven more years in 
the reserves to qualify for retirement with the military's 
benefits package. That includes access to Veterans Affairs 
facilities and military bases for shopping. 

Mike acknowledged that the benefits are a part of why he 
returned to service, but said, "It's just always about being 
patriotic, serving my country." And to finish something he 
started. 

While in Washington, Mike is assigned to a detachment 
with Naval Hospital Bremerton's operational health support 
unit as administrative officer for a 42-member medical unit. 
His personal decorations during the years have included the: 
Coast Guard Meritorious Unit Commendation with 
Operational Distinguishing Device; Naval Reserve 
Meritorious Service Medal; two Navy Good Conduct Medals; 
two National Defense Service Medals; and two Navy & 
Marine overseas service ribbons. 

The Navy Reserve Force Motto is: "Ready now. Anytime, 
anywhere." 

Yet Mike admits that when he re-enlisted, he didn't realize 
they were using the reserves quite as much in action as they 
are. Reserves are being pulled about 40 percent of the time to 
augment active personnel, he said. 

"I thought I was safe, yeah," he says. "I had no idea this 
would happen." 

So it came as a shock in March when the reserve center in 
Spokane called with orders.  

Mike Killian's duty in Kuwait will be part of "Operation 
Enduring Freedom" for the war in Afghanistan. He will be 
administratively supporting U.S. Customs and Border 
Protection and working with Army soldiers trained as customs 
inspectors, because "anything that goes in and out of that part 
of the world" goes through Kuwait. His responsibilities also 
will include processing paperwork and helping other Sailors 
with issues. 

Mike said he plans to take the chief's exam next year 
while in Kuwait, which could lead to a promotion to chief 
petty officer, and if he passes he might consider staying in for 
30 years total.  

He said he even would like to make senior chief some 
day, and wear the anchors and stars. 

But for now, he wants to get in as much time as possible 
with his wife and kids before leaving after New Year's.  

He said his sons are proud of him and both want to go 
into the Navy Reserve Officers' Training Corps program 
through the University of Washington. 

The extended family will spend today at the Killians' 
home. 

"I don't think it will hit me until I am really, finally 
packing ...," said Mike, who plans to pack the day before he 
flies out. "Then when at the airport on the 2nd, I will probably 
be freaking out. It will be emotional just leaving everybody 
knowing that I won't be seeing them for several months or 
more." 

If he gets some "R&R" time next year, he hopes to bring 
his family to Hungary, where his brother has lived for two 
years working for Lockheed. Then he won't lose precious time 
traveling back to the states, and can tour Europe. 

The Killians said they are most appreciative for the 
support they have received since announcing his pending 
deployment. Neighbors, friends and even a number of 
attorneys have offered to help Diana and the family with 
anything they may need in his absence. 

"I can feel confident that everything will be OK," he said. 
"It's been so wonderful, all the support that we're getting. 

It makes me feel really good," his wife added. "We live in a 
great community." 
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21. Calif. Man To Get Medal For World War II Actions  
Black Navy Veteran To Get Medal For WWII Actions 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 24 DEC 11) ... John S. Marshall 

SAN FRANCISCO - A black Navy veteran credited with 
saving the lives of some of his shipmates during a World War 
II battle will be getting a long-awaited medal for his heroism, 
a Northern California congresswoman said. 

Carl Clark, 95, will be awarded the Navy and Marine 
Corps Commendation Medal with the Combat Distinguished 
Device on Jan. 17, U.S. Rep. Anna Eshoo announced 
Thursday. 

Clark was serving as an E-6 Steward First Class aboard 
the USS Aaron Ward when Japanese kamikazes attacked the 
destroyer near Okinawa in May 1945. 

"They would guide those planes directly into the ships," 
Clark said of the planes he described as "flying bombs." 

Six kamikazes hit the destroyer, with the blast from one 
plane so powerful that Clark said it blew him "all the way 
across the ship." 

Though he suffered a broken collarbone in the attack, 
Clark was credited with saving the lives of several men by 
dragging them to safety. He also put out a fire in an 
ammunition locker that, according to Eshoo's office, would 
have cracked the destroyer in half. 

Reached at his home in Menlo Park on Christmas Eve, 
Clark told The Associated Press that even though the 

destroyer's captain acknowledged that he had saved the ship, it 
took 66 years to be recognized for his actions, according to 
Clark, because of "bigotry." 

"It wouldn't look good to say one black man saved the 
ship," he said. 

The captain of the destroyer tried to make up for the slight 
by giving him extra leave and making sure that he was not 
sent back to sea, Clark said. 

The work in eventually getting him the medal was made 
more difficult because of the lack of documentation and living 
witnesses to the attack, Eshoo said, adding that the decision to 
award the medal was a "Christmas Miracle." 

"It is a singular privilege to be in a position to correct the 
record for those who have fought to preserve our freedoms," 
she said in a statement. 

"Carl Clark served our nation during a time when the 
Navy was deeply segregated and a culture of racism was 
prevalent. His courage stands as a symbol of the greatness of 
our nation, and this award, also given to Senator John McCain, 
calls out Mr. Clark as a true American hero." 

Clark will receive the medal during a ceremony at Moffett 
Field in Mountain View, Calif. 
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22. Oceana Chief Flies To 4,000-Hour Milestone 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 24 DEC 11) ... Kate Wiltrout 

For the final few months of his Navy career, Capt. Jim 
Webb will sport a new patch on the left shoulder of his flight 
suit. 

It represents an achievement that fewer than two dozen 
military pilots have accomplished: 4,000 hours in the cockpit 
of an F/A-18 fighter jet. 

Webb, commanding officer of Oceana Naval Air Station, 
hit the milestone earlier this month during a routine flight as 
an instructor, serving as a wingman to a student pilot with just 
over a dozen hours in the jet. 

Although most of Webb's days are spent as the de facto 
mayor of the Navy's East Coast master jet base - setting 
policy, managing budgets, meeting with city officials - he has 
continued to fly a few hours most weeks as an instructor with 
Strike Fighter Squadron 106. 

"At this stage of my career, to be able to be flying with 
the newest guys - the fact I get to do that all is pretty 
amazing," he said. "I feel very blessed to be able to do it this 
long." 

Few aviators have reached the 4,000-hour milestone in 
the Hornet and Super Hornet because many transitioned to the 
plane midway through their careers from other jets, such as the 
F-14 Tomcat. Webb started flying the Hornet right out of 
flight school, he said, and he racked up a lot of hours during 
two tours as an instructor. 

According to Philip Carder, a spokesman for Boeing, 
which builds the F/A-18, two pilots have accumulated 5,000 
hours in the plane and 19 have hit the 4,000-hour mark. 

On any other day, the flight that marked Webb's 4,000th 
hour aloft in a Super Hornet would have been unremarkable. 

He was at the controls of one jet; Lt. j.g. Chris Trump, 
who started flying Super Hornets last month, piloted a second. 

They took off in the late afternoon and headed out over 
the ocean on what's called a familiarization flight. They 
practiced some basic maneuvers - flying together in formation, 
splitting apart, then joining back up. They had to be back 
before dark; Trump wasn't yet qualified to fly Super Hornets 
at night. 

After the flight, having just learned of the captain's 
milestone, Trump shook Webb's hand. "Congratulations, sir, 
that's great," he said. 

The junior pilot was both humbled and awed to be at the 
controls of a $55 million plane. 

Webb was humbled and awed, too, and maybe a little 
nostalgic. 

He thought about where he was for previous milestones in 
the cockpit: He hit 3,000 hours while flying a combat mission 
over Afghanistan in 2002. His 2,000th hour came while he 
was working as a test pilot with the Canadian military. He 
reached 1,000 hours as an instructor in Jacksonville, Fla. 

Webb also thought about the men and women who keep 
the planes flying. For every hour in the air, he said, enlisted 
Sailors spend 25 to 30 hours maintaining each plane. 

Webb - his call sign is "Fish" - may get only a few dozen 
more hours in the Super Hornet. He plans to retire in March 
and take a job as a commercial pilot. 

Even after all his time in the cockpit, he said, he still has 
vivid memories of his first few hours at the controls of an F/A-
18. 

He even seemed a little jealous of Trump, whose 
performance he was about to grade. 
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"These guys have their entire career in front of them," 
Webb said. "I would do it again. I would trade places with any 

one of them." 
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23. Spouses Vs. Separation Boards  
Navy Families Use White House Petition, Social Media In Fight Against Erbs 
(NAVY TIMES 02 JAN 11) ... Sam Fellman 

Call it #OccupyERB. 
Sailors and their spouses, infuriated by the service’s 

decision to boot 2,947 sailors via two enlisted retention 
boards, have launched a campaign for a review of the cuts, 
with a larger goal of overturning them altogether. 

A Navy spouse set up a Facebook page — “Sailors 
Against ERB” — where sailors, spouses and their families and 
friends can share information and organize. Some spouses are 
using Twitter to spread the word and to share a YouTube 
video that high-lights the hardships the cuts mean for families, 
titled “U.S. Navy Sailors Need Your Help.” These efforts link 
to their primary tool: an online petition to get the White House 
to review the ERB. 

The ERB chose sailors from E 4 to E 8 in 31 overmanned 
ratings to send home next year. 

“Before involuntarily separating sailors, the Navy should 
ask for volunteers who want to separate with a severance 
package, stop recruiting new sailors and let sailors cross rate 
before breaching contracts with mid career sailors,” reads the 
petition, which was posted on the official White House 
website Dec. 18. 

The petition was created on the website’s “We the 
People” section, which enables users to start or sign online 
petitions. If there are enough signatures, the White House will 
review the subject of the petition. 

“We understand there has to be downsizing in the 
military, we understand where the economy is,” said Jennifer 
Beasley, the Navy spouse from Jacksonville, Fla., who started 
the White House petition. “What we don’t understand is how 
the Navy is going about doing this ERB board.” Three weeks 
before she started the petition, her husband, a first class 
aviation electronics technician, was told by his command that 

he had been selected by the ERB. She declined to provide his 
name, saying his command had asked that it be withheld. 

His selection came unexpectedly. Her husband had just 
hit the 13 year mark in the Navy and had four years left on his 
enlistment contract. Two weeks earlier, she had given birth to 
their third child, Madison. 

Beasley was surprised and angered the Navy would kick 
out her husband, who she said had a spotless record and had 
been the top AT at his command last year. 

“We had heard about the ERB board earlier in the year,” 
Beasley said. “Everybody had told him, ‘Hey, you’re fine. 
Don’t worry about it. They’re trying to get rid of the riffraff, 
the people with the driving under the influence citations and 
everything.’ So we weren’t really concerned about it, because 
it wasn’t supposed to be for people with clean records.” 
Beasley called for the Navy to honor the enlistment contracts 
of the 2,947 sailors or to allow them to stay in long enough to 
be eligible for the early retirement plan, which was recently 
adopted as part of the 2012 defense authorization bill. 

“The Navy understands that sailors separating due to the 
ERB are facing a difficult and unexpected situation, and we 
are committed to doing all we can to help separating sailors 
build on their skills and training needed for their transition,” 
Cmdr. Kathy Kesler, spokeswoman for the chief of naval 
personnel, wrote in an email. “Sailors are encouraged to work 
with their chain of command to take advantage of all the 
transition assistance and involuntary separation benefits that 
they are eligible for.” The Sailors Against ERB campaign 
continues. 

The petition must reach 25,000 signatures by Jan. 17 to 
require the White House to review ERBs. As of Dec. 23, there 
were 1,754 signatures.  
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24. Repeal Of Military Gay Ban Gets Mixed Review After Three Months 
(WASHINGTON TIMES 23 DEC 11) ... Rowan Scarborough 

Three months after President Obama lifted the ban on 
homosexuals serving openly in the military, Pentagon officials 
say heterosexual troops are adjusting well to the new policy. 

However, critics say they are just following orders, and 
many are complaining privately. 

On the Joint Chiefs of Staff, even the most outspoken 
opponent of lifting the ban said he is satisfied with the 
progress so far. 

“I’m very pleased with how it has gone,” Gen. James 
Amos, the commandant of the Marine Corps, told reporters on 
a recent trip to Afghanistan to visit U.S. troops. 

He said he heard little from Marines about serving with 
openly gay colleagues, even though a Defense Department 
survey before the Sept. 20 repeal showed Marines were the 
most opposed to the change, compared with the other three 
branches of the military. 

The policy, known as “don’t ask, don’t tell,” was adopted 
during the Clinton administration to allow gays to serve as 
long as they kept their sexual orientation private. 

“The Marine Corps faithfully and willingly carried out the 
intent of our commander-in-chief and civilian leadership in 
preparing for repeal,” Gen. Amos told The Washington Times. 

“All Marines, Sailors and civilian Marines, regardless of 
sexual orientation, are Marines first. Every Marine is a valued 
member of our war-fighting team.” 

He said Marines are expected to treat each other with 
“dignity and respect” and “faithfully uphold the law.” 

“The Marine Corps has been, and will continue to be, 
America's Expeditionary Force in Readiness — ready to 
respond to today’s crisis, with today’s Marine forces, today,” 
Gen. Amos said. 

However, a recent survey by the Military Times 
newspaper showed a rise in tensions in units with troops who 
declared themselves to be homosexuals. 
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The online poll from Sept. 26 to Oct. 11 found that 26 
percent of the newspaper’s active-duty readers reported higher 
stress levels working with openly gay colleagues. 

Elaine Donnelly of the Center for Military Readiness said 
most troops are just following orders, regardless of how they 
feel personally about serving with homosexuals. 

“Official claims that implementation is going well are 
self-serving and premature. Obeying orders is standard 
procedure. No one expected anything else,” she said. 

“Still, the Department of Defense does not know what it 
is doing. Legally required regulations have not been submitted 
to Congress, and there are no metrics or mechanisms for 
tracking data on sexual orientation. 

“Uniformed personnel are constrained from commenting 
on the new policy due to a very real risk of career penalties, 
but I am hearing about problems in the field that Congress 
should investigate.” 

Another opponent of repealing the ban, Rep. Duncan 
Hunter, California Republican, said three months is too soon 
to draw concrete conclusions on how it will effect combat 
readiness, retention and recruitment in the long term. 

Mr. Hunter, who served in Iraq and Afghanistan as a 
Marine Corps officer, had urged Mr. Obama to delay the 
repeal. 

“I don’t think anyone really expected big problems right 
out of the starting gate, but some issues are bound to develop 
over time,” he said. “The question is whether the issues will 
rise to a level worth addressing. The military follows orders. 
That’s what it does.” 

At the Pentagon, officials are pleased at how well the 
troops have accepted the change. Robert M. Gates, the former 
secretary of defense, set out a methodical timetable that 
included sensitivity training for all 2.2 million active-duty and 
reserve personnel. 

“The implementation of the repeal … is proceeding 
smoothly across the Department of Defense,” said Pentagon 
spokeswoman Eileen Lainez. 

“We attribute this success to our comprehensive pre-
repeal training program, combined with the continued close 
monitoring and enforcement of standards by our military 
leaders at all levels.” 

Yet the gay-rights movement is not satisfied with simply 
removing the ban. 

OutServe, the once-secretive fraternity of gay and lesbian 
troops that held its first convention in October in Las Vegas, is 
urging the Obama administration to provide the same types of 
benefits for gay partners that straight married couples receive. 

The Pentagon said most benefits may not be granted to 
homosexuals because of the federal Defense of Marriage Act, 
which defines marriage as a union between a man and a 
woman. 

The gay-rights movement also wants the military to admit 
cross-dressers and transsexuals. 

OutServe’s magazine set out its goals in an article, 
“Repeal Watch: What’s Next,” for lesbians, gays, bisexuals 
and transgenders (LGBT). 

“As the interviews for this post-repeal issue commenced, 
it became clear that while gays and lesbians can serve openly 
within the military, they have not yet escaped the limelight,” 
the article said. 

“LGBT service members will remain central to two key 
issues to the greater fight for LGBT equality: The quest to 
seek marriage equality and nondiscrimination based on sexual 
orientation.” 

OutServe spokeswoman Sue Fulton, a former Army 
captain, told The Times that the ban has been well-received 
among straight troops. 

“At OutServe, we have been pleased at how well the 
repeal has been implemented. Reports from our network, 
which includes active military from Afghanistan, Iraq and 
Okinawa to the continental U.S., have been overwhelmingly 
positive,” she said. 

Ms. Fulton said some gay troops reported that they were 
urged to come out of the closet by straight colleagues and that 
the military has set up a chain-of-command reporting system 
to track the effects of the repeal on “readiness, unit cohesion, 
effectiveness, recruiting and retention.” 

“It appears that those who believe sexual orientation is 
irrelevant to military performance have finally been able to 
speak their minds and support their fellow soldiers and 
Marines, airmen, Sailors and Coast Guardsmen against a very 
small anti-gay minority,” she said. 

“Meanwhile, it is business as usual for the finest military 
in the world.” 
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FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
25. Programs On Congressional Cut List Squeak By 
(AVIATION WEEK 23 DEC 11) ... Jen DiMascio 

WASHINGTON - “Congress doesn’t kill programs, the 
Pentagon does.” The adage that defense contractors live by 
may hold true even in an atypical year.  

In 2011, more than 80 freshmen lawmakers came to 
Washington to scale back government spending and pledged 
not to care about their reelection prospects. Individual defense 
committees did zero out several programs and one committee 
handed down steep reductions to the Pentagon’s largest 
weapons system, the Joint Strike Fighter (JSF). 

But by the time differences among those bills were 
resolved, it became apparent that tea party freshmen were just 
as resistant to whacking defense programs as colleagues who 

have operated inside the Beltway for decades. As the end of 
the legislative session neared, the time for compromise kicked 
in. Once Congress can reach a deal to finally approve defense 
spending for fiscal 2012, programs including the Medium 
Extended Air Defense System (MEADS) and the Joint Light 
Tactical Vehicle are likely to receive money that will keep 
them alive until 2013. And the Joint Strike Fighter avoids 
major reductions despite calls by the program office to scale 
back production. 

Next year, the Pentagon can decide whether to swing the 
ax.  
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The president asked for slightly more than $800 million 
over the next two years to wrap up development of MEADS, a 
tri-national missile defense program. The Senate Armed 
Services Committee teed up MEADS for a kill, arguing that 
the program has been poorly managed and is far behind 
schedule and way over budget. Sen. John McCain (R-Ariz.) 
led efforts to shoot down the missile defense system and urged 
the Pentagon to renegotiate international agreements for 
developing the program with Germany and Italy. 

But after a full-court press from Lockheed Martin, the 
Pentagon and Italy and Germany, the Senate Appropriations 
Committee provided full funding for the missile system. With 
the powerful spending committee lining up in support of the 
program, the authorization bill language was likely to go 
nowhere. 

So the final version of the defense authorization bill that 
passed last week blunted potential cuts, carving out 25% of 
this year’s request and asking the Pentagon to limit the scope 
of the program or renegotiate termination costs with the 
MEADS’s international partners. 

And while that’s stern language, it’s not an outright kill, 
leaving Lockheed to fight inside the Pentagon and on Capitol 
Hill for its survival next year. Defense industry officials 
calmly note that Deputy Defense Secretary Ashton Carter has 
justified MEADS in the past and is likely to go to bat for the 
program again. 

While the Senate Appropriations Committee was 
MEADS’s congressional savior, the committee recommended 
outright termination of the Joint Light Tactical Vehicle 
(JLTV). 

The appropriators view directly contradicts the Army and 
the Marine Corps, whose top generals argue that the cost of 
recapitalizing a Humvee will be close to the price of a new 
JLTV.  

While the resolution between the House and Senate 
language has yet to be released, industry officials are 
anticipating Congress will support both the JLTV and the 
Humvee for another year, saving that battle for next year as 
well.  

The Senate Appropriations Committee also backed $695 
million in reductions to Lockheed’s JSF, citing problems with 
development while the aircraft is in production. Despite the 
warning from the committee that was echoed recently by the 
program manager and amplified by a “quick look review” 
report (see p. 30) detailing another raft of program woes, 
lawmakers are not likely to slow production or impose harsh 
penalties on the contractors. 

According to a Republican lawmaker, appropriators have 
agreed to provide enough cash to make 31 jets, just one less 
than the House, had recommended. 

And a tough provision in the Senate’s version of the 
defense policy bill sought to hold Lockheed’s feet to the fire 
for cost overruns exceeding a certain amount on the fifth lot of 
aircraft. The new law will only apply to the sixth lot of JSFs, 
which the Pentagon and Lockheed will negotiate one year 
from now. 

At that time, the Pentagon will be facing the potential for 
$600 billion less than it had anticipated over the next 10 years 
unless Congress finds $1.2 trillion in deficit reduction. It will 
be a new year, and time for another test of the conventional 
wisdom.  
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26. Local Shipyard Employees Help Navy Save $2.4M 
Shipyard workers assist in submarine work 
(PORTSMOUTH (NH) HERALD 24 DEC 11) ... Charles McMahon 

KITTERY, Maine — A contingent of workers from the 
Portsmouth Naval Shipyard have been recognized for their 
efforts in helping deliver the USS San Francisco on time and 
under budget. 

Crews working on the San Francisco (SSN-711) not only 
met the chief of naval operations' completion date, but also 
saved the U.S. Navy about $2.45 million, according to Navy 
officials. 

The local shipyard sent about 350 skilled worker to San 
Diego to help complete the work. The San Francisco job 
consisted of more than 63,000 "man-days" of work to be 
completed in less than six months. The Portsmouth Naval 
Shipyard project team completed the work in 56,000 "man-
days," which translated into the $2.45 million in savings. 

The work was conducted at Naval Base Point Loma in 
San Diego. 

"Off-yard availabilities have a unique set of obstacles 
when it comes to project planning and execution — but our 
team understood these obstacles and worked to mitigate these 
challenges and efficiently execute this (assignment)," said 
Ricky Davis, deputy project superintendent. 

"The success of the project can be attributed to everyone 
showing up every day and getting the work done," he said. "I 
am proud to have been part of a project which superbly 
demonstrates the professionalism and pride that is Portsmouth 
Naval Shipyard." 
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27. DARPA To Start Checking Troops’ Email For Threats 
(NAVY TIMES 02 JAN 12) ... Andrew Tilghman  

Troops’ emails will be under a new surveillance system as 
part of a Defense Department project to help detect possible 
“insider threats,” or potential traitors or terrorists inside the 
military. 

An initiative backed by the Defense Advanced Research 
Projects Agency aims to create “a suite of algorithms that can 
detect multiple types of insider threats by analyzing massive 

amounts of data — including email, text messages and file 
transfers — for unusual activity,” according to a statement 
from the Georgia Institute of Technology, which is helping to 
develop the system. 

The aim is to identify threats similar to that posed by 
Army Pfc. Bradley Manning, the intelligence specialist who 
allegedly leaked thousands of classified documents to 



 24

WikiLeaks, or Army Maj. Nidal Hasan, the soldier accused of 
killing 13 people in a shooting spree at Fort Hood, Texas, in 
November 2009. Authorities say Hasan had contacts with 
Islamic extremists overseas before the shooting. 

DARPA describes the project, known as the Anomaly 
Detection at Multiple Scales program, as “insider threat 
detection in which malevolent (or possibly inadvertent) 
actions by a trusted individual are detected against a 
background of everyday network activity,” according to the 
agency’s website. 

A DARPA spokesman could not elaborate on whether the 
tracking will be limited to official government computers; 
when such monitoring could begin; or how many troops might 
be monitored during the development phase, slated to take two 
years. 

By tracking keystrokes and file downloads, the new 
surveillance system will create “a very short, ranked list of 
unexplained events that should be further investigated,” 

Georgia Tech’s statement said. Searching emails is a common 
practice in the private sector. Google analyzes personal email 
to target advertisements more effectively, said Amie 
Stepanovich, an attorney with the Electronic Pri-vacy 
Information Center. 

But she said DARPA should be clear about the scope of 
the surveillance and avoid “mission creep.” “People like to 
think these methods are efficient and they are culling out 
threats and leaving innocent people alone,” Stepanovich said. 
“But more often than not, when you are working with 
algorithms, there is an increased risk for abuse.” Insider 
threats are on the rise, military intelligence experts told 
Congress in December. Authorities have identified at least five 
instances of plots or attacks from troops who had become 
radicalized. “The Fort Hood attack was not an anomaly,” said 
Rep. Peter King, R N.Y. “It was part of al Qaida’s two decade 
success at infiltrating the U.S. military for terrorism, an effort 
that is increasing in scope and threat.” 
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28. DOD Still Wrestling With Scalability, Security For Wireless Networks 
(GOVERNMENT COMPUTER NEWS 23 DEC 11) ... Henry Kenyon 

As the Defense Department moves toward adopting 
mobile devices for its personnel, its services and agencies are 
grappling with issues such as security and the logistics of 
issuing and managing large numbers of smart phones. A panel 
of experts from across DOD discussed these issues at a Secure 
Enterprise Mobility conference in Washington, D.C., recently.  

The goal of DOD’s mobility enterprise is to establish the 
government’s mobility infrastructure, said Bill Edwards, 
integrated project team lead at the Space and Naval Warfare 
(SPAWAR) Systems Center, Atlantic. Federal agencies are 
playing an active part in this work by enabling wireless 
services, creating opportunities to expand unclassified data 
systems to allow warfighters to access information anywhere 
and anytime, he said.  

Mobility-as-a-service is a subset of software-as-a-service, 
Edwards said. He added that President Obama’s BlackBerry is 
proof that secure mobile devices can be successfully issued to 
federal employees. The solution to the security issue is to 
develop a layered approach to accreditation and access, 
Edwards said. But the challenge lies in creating authentication 
tools. Encryption is not a worry; the difficulty is in developing 
hard and soft security certificates for users, he said.  

Mobility is being pushed hard by the services, said Greg 
Youst, mobility lead and interdisciplinary systems engineer at 
the Defense Information Systems Agency’s (DISA’s) Chief 
Technology Office. He noted that within DISA, his group’s 

role is to strategically view the move to mobile. The key goal 
for the services is to save money, he said.  

However, managing the widespread adoption of mobile 
devices is full of risks, Youst said. One challenge is that 
individuals and some DOD organizations want to allow the 
use of personal wireless devices. One aspect of the Army’s 
move to issue handheld devices to its personnel is that it only 
extends to active-duty soldiers. For example, he noted that the 
service can’t afford to issue every Army national guardsman a 
DOD-approved smart phone, but those soldiers also need to 
get onto the network to view their performance appraisals and 
other data. DOD must decide how to balance what it needs to 
get the job done and still protect the network, he said.  

The Army is the lead DOD agency for mobile efforts, but 
not all of the services are up to speed with well-defined use 
cases, said Tao Rocha of SPAWAR’s tactical wireless 
network branch. He cited the example of the Navy, which 
does not have a set of well-defined requirements. “The use 
case is not being sold at the Pentagon,” he said. What is 
needed is industry input to help push a use case, he added.  

Major Navy IT programs such as the Consolidated Afloat 
Network Enterprise Services and the Next Generation 
Enterprise Network do have some enterprise mobility use 
models for mobile devices, Rocha said. At the tactical level, 
the Navy follows the Marine Corps’ lead. However, the 
service still has no firm definition on what type of handheld 
devices it wants to use, he said.  
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BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
29. Award From Navy Program Will Build Wind Turbine At High School 
(PORT ORCHARD (WA) INDEPENDENT 23 DEC 11) ... Chris Chancellor 

They stand along Interstate 90 in rural Kittitas County on 
the east side of the Cascades, the metal propellers spinning on 
each of the 149 towers at the Wild Horse Wind Farm. 

It might be the only image of a wind turbine some South 
Kitsap High School students have seen. 

But that will change next year as Chance Gower, career 
technical and education instructional specialist at South, was 
named Dec. 9 as one of 12 winners of the Office of Naval 
Research Sponsoring Scholars in Science Award. 

In collaboration with Sara Hatfield and Mike Sheppard, 
career technical and education agriculture science teachers at 
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South, Gower submitted a winning entry designed to 
“cultivate student interest and participation in science, 
technology, engineering and mathematics and engineers for 
the naval workforce,” according to a news release from the 
Office of Naval Research. 

The grant money will be used to construct a wind turbine 
next to the greenhouse on campus. Hatfield said it will be 45 
feet tall with 6-foot blades, which is substantially smaller than 
the ones featured in Central Washington. 

She said work on obtaining a permit has started and she 
hopes to have construction finished by June. Hatfield said the 
location was selected based on student research about the most 
effective setting to place the wind turbine and because the site 
is a high-traffic area. 

South principal Jerry Holsten, who praised the trio for 
developing the project, supports the plan to build the wind 
turbine in a central area of campus. 

“It’s an outstanding discussion topic,” he said. “It’s 
something to be able to use to communication avenues to get 
people interested in those programs.” 

It will become the latest renewable energy project on 
South’s campus. A previous grant enabled teachers to install 
three solar panels on top of the barn near the baseball field. 

Hatfield, a 2001 South graduate, said the new project will 
enhance the already significant emphasis her Advanced 
Placement students spend on research about diminishing their 
carbon footprint. They now also will be able to make 
correlations between wind and solar energy and draw 
conclusions on which energy “is more effective.” 

But Gower said the impact of the grant, which will fully 
fund the wind turbine, goes beyond the classroom. 

“The Office of Naval Research is seeing less engineers 
going into the field and less scientists out there,” he said. 
“They kind of want to spark that interest — that era again 
where we go to the moon.” 

Or at least to the top of the tower. 
Hatfield said recent high school graduates have been hired 

to work as electricians at Wild Horse Wind Farm. While 
students will not be allowed to climb the tower and make 
physical adjustments, she said they will develop an 
understanding of how to do it. 

For those not seeking to relocate to Central Washington, 
Gower said studying wind could provide some career 
opportunities locally. 

“We’ve been talking with some engineers that are actually 
studying offshore wind power,” he said. “It really supports 
what we’re doing here within the community because that may 
be an engineer field they’re going to need.” 

Gower said there is a shortage of engineers on the West 
Sound. Because of that, he said many are hired from out of 
state. 

“We have a big attrition rate here,” Gower said. “They 
don’t like the weather here very much.” 

They continue to look for ways to prepare students to step 
into some of those fields. While there are no plans to construct 
additional wind turbines at South, Hatfield said she is open to 
pursuing additional grants toward renewable-energy projects. 

For now, she eagerly anticipates the culmination of the 
project. 

“I have ideas about how it is going to fit into my 
curriculum now,” Hatfield said. “Once it gets started, it’s just 
going to expand into so much more.” 
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30. Sailors Pitch In To Help Expand Home Of Fellow Navy Man 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 27 DEC 11) ... Marjon Rostami 

HAMPTON - The morning after an office Christmas 
party, James Williams was called into his boss's office. 

Capt. Tim Rudderow, commodore of Explosive Ordnance 
Disposal Group 2, told Williams, a petty officer first class, to 
sit down. He had some news. 

For nearly a year, Williams has been trying to finish an 
extension to his three-bedroom, one-bath home. Space was 
getting tight for eight people, and a ninth, his mother-in-law, 
lost her job and moved in, too. 

Since February, all Williams had was an unfinished 
foundation overtaken by weeds. 

"I said, 'Will you accept help? Good. Then get out of the 
way,' " said Rudderow, who leads the group stationed at Joint 
Expeditionary Base Little Creek-Fort Story. The two had met 
only the night before, but Rudderow said he felt a connection 
to Williams, who at 29 was raising six kids ages 3 to 17 with 
his wife, Venesta. Three of them are his younger siblings 
whom he adopted in 2007. 

"Here is this guy trying to do something good for his 
family," Rudderow said. "He wants to give these kids a better 
life and we all have an opportunity to sow into that and help 
them out. We're all blessed for that." 

Earlier this month, Rudderow had rallied a team of about 
25 volunteers from his unit along with friends and family. 
Home Depot got word of the effort and donated nearly all the 
materials, said Steve Smith, a representative from Home 

Depot in Hampton who helped coordinate efforts. Volunteers 
fixed the foundation, built the framework and were replacing 
the entire roof Monday morning, hoping to finish before 
today's anticipated rain. 

Williams said he and his family are blessed, despite what 
others may see as a rough year, including the recent 
unexpected death of his father-in-law this month. 

"I always tell people, 'Count your blessings,' " he said. "I 
never imagined any of this would happen." 

The expansion project started in February. He sought the 
help of cheap contractors who left an unfinished and 
improperly installed foundation. A hard lesson learned, he 
said, adding that he soon gave up. 

Inside, the four girls share a room with two bunk beds, 
and the boys share another room. Williams' mother-in-law 
sleeps in a small room, and the master bedroom is a converted 
garage where the sky is visible through the ceiling. 

A summer storm ripped off part of the roof, and the rest, 
insulation and all, collapsed on the bed. 

"I had just changed the sheets too," Venesta Williams 
joked. 

In October, the family decided it's probably easier to 
move than to spend $71,000 on renovations. Nearly a dozen 
real estate agents later, James Williams said, they all told him 
he was stuck. 
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"I said, 'OK, I can do this, we need this.' I want them to 
grow up in a place that's comfortable, I want them to 
remember a good childhood," he said. "I was determined I 
could do this by myself, paycheck to paycheck." 

Between work and school, he started reading books, 
watching videos and HGTV, and calling friends for advice. 

At the Christmas party and the day after, Rudderow said 
he started pulling the story out of him. 

"I don't even know how it came up," Williams said. 

Standing inside the skeleton addition, Venesta Williams 
gave a tour of what will become two rooms, a laundry room 
and a bathroom. 

"This is going to be the master closet," she said. "It could 
be a whole other room." 

Ashley, 17, and Ruby, 15, are looking forward to a 
cleaner, quieter room without the younger two girls - and more 
closet space. 

"We've got to plan something big," Ashley told Ruby, 
who will turn 16 next month. "I'm going to hang all my 
clothes up in the closet." 
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31. Closer To Healing 
(JACKSONVILLE (NC) DAILY NEWS 27 DEC 11) ... Hope Hodge 

The final structures in a state-of-the-art complex for 
wounded warriors aboard Camp Lejeune are six months from 
completion, officials with Wounded Warrior Battalion-East 
said last week. 

Following the opening of a new barracks with room for 
200 wounded troops and modern features to aid accessibility 
and recovery earlier this year, Lejeune plans to hold a ribbon 
cutting for a $12.8 million Wounded Warrior Hope and Care 
Center and battalion headquarters building in June. 

The Hope and Care Center, designed to be a one-stop 
center for physical reconditioning and access to care 
providers, will include lap pools, athletic equipment, a rock 
climbing wall, a ceremonial area for dedication and memorial 
displays and offices for staff, according to a 2009 contract 
awarded to Virtexco Corporation, of Norfolk, Va. The 
facilities were originally slated to open this October, but 
officials said the project had experienced minor construction 
delays. 

In addition, said WWB-E command advisor Craig 
Stephens, the building will house a call center used by 
battalion staff to maintain a relationship with troops who had 
been wounded in combat. 

“Once (the wounded) get back from deployment, they’ll 
start calling them to find out how they’re doing; it’s a contact 
support team,” he said. “They don’t just talk to wounded 
warriors that are assigned to the battalion, they talk to 
everybody. Currently, they have about 2,100 people that they 
call, and they call everybody monthly.” 

Staff with offices in the 37,000-square-foot center will 
include athletic professionals, recovery coordinators and 
medical rehabilitators, Stephens said. The Warrior Athlete 

Reconditioning program, a mandatory activity for battalion 
members, will also be relocated to the center. 

Though the center is being built by the Marine Corps, the 
idea for it came from Hope for the Warriors CEO and founder 
Robin Kelleher, who envisioned a dedicated place where 
troops could get stronger and meet with recovery specialists, 
all without having to travel far their home at the battalion. 

“(Marine Commandant) Gen. (James) Amos has been a 
tremendous supporter of families and the wounded since day 
one,” Kelleher said. “He’s working very hard to make this a 
reality, and you’ve got to be so thrilled to have a commander 
like that, leading the way. We certainly hope that it 
accomplishes what it was set out to be.” 

As a final dedicating touch, Hope for the Warriors is 
raising funds to install a statue depicting two Marines 
supporting a wounded comrade at the entrance to the Hope 
and Care Center. The sculptor, John Phelps, is the father of 
Lance Cpl. Chance Phelps, a Camp Pendleton Marine killed in 
Iraq on April 9, 2004. The Marine’s story was the subject of 
the HBO movie Taking Chance, starring Kevin Bacon. 

In October, Camp Pendleton officials opened the first 
Hope and Care Center, for troops stationed with Wounded 
Warrior Battalion-West. 

Stephens said he hopes the centers will prove a more 
dynamic and innovative way to meet the needs of wounded 
troops, both internal and external. 

“We have lines of operations. For each individual Marine 
it’s medical, body, mind, spirit and family,” he said. “For the 
medical, we have the hospital. The Hope and Care Center 
really focuses on the other four.” 
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32. Recordings Help Military Connect With Family 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 24 DEC 11) ... Brock Vergakis 

NORFOLK, Va. — For children of deployed military 
personnel, missing out on story time with their mom or dad is 
often one of the costs of service. 

Families can chat over the phone and via video in far 
flung corners of the world, but those opportunities can be few 
and aren’t always convenient. 

Operation Record a Story allows children to hear a parent 
read a bedtime story even if they are separated by thousands of 
miles. 

The San Diego-based United Through Reading program 
helps service members record stories for their children before 

they deploy, and sometimes while they’re at sea or in a hostile 
land. The books, along with a DVDs of the parents reading the 
story, are shipped to kids for the holidays. In some instances, 
the parent’s voice is embedded into the book so their voice is 
heard as the pages turn. 

For military families like Kelitha Harris’ of Puyallup, 
Wash., the book recordings are becoming a new family 
tradition. 

Her husband, Petty Officer 2nd Class Lonnie Harris Jr., is 
a fire controlman stationed aboard the USS Abraham Lincoln 
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in Everett, Wash., and was deployed last Christmas, but 
decided to send a book as a surprise for his three children. 

“He told me what he was doing, but we decided to keep 
the book a secret from the kids. So they were just beyond 
excited when they actually got the book and sat down to open 
it up to hear his voice,” she said. 

She said the book is battered from all of the use it has 
gotten in the past year. Her husband deployed earlier this 
month and won’t be home for the holidays again this year. She 
said she won’t see him again until their family moves to 
Virginia as the Abraham Lincoln changes home ports. 

She knows from experience that she may only get to 
speak with him on the phone once a month, at best. So he 
recorded another book while his ship was in San Diego. She 
said the book will go a long way toward providing a 
connection for her children and their dad as weeks between 
phone calls go by. 

“To hear his voice around bedtime for the kids is such an 
important part of parenting in general,” she said. “For them to 
be able to hear him before they go to bed, it puts a smile on 
my face. It’s always nice to hear his voice.” 

Sally Ann Zoll, CEO of the nonprofit group United 
Through Reading, said her organization helped more than 
300,000 service members around the world record stories in 
the past year and those numbers continue to grow, even with 
technological advances. Funding for the program comes 
through donations. 

United Through Reading recently held recording sessions 
on board the USS Carl Vinson and USS Abraham Lincoln, as 
well as for soldiers at Fort Jackson, near Columbia, S.C. 

Zoll said chatting by video over the Internet is not 
necessarily on a child’s schedule. 

“Skype is on mommy or daddy’s schedule, when they can 
get to it,” she said. “When you’re two years old to three or 
even six, you’re sort of not into that and you’re not getting it. 
... We call what we do mommy and daddy on demand.” 

Cara Kisby, whose husband Maj. Doug Kisby is in the Air 
Force and stationed at Marine Corps Base Quantico, was 
deployed shortly after Thanksgiving last year with little notice. 
Hearing her husband’s voice reading “Twas the Night Before 
Christmas” helped get her and her five children through the 
holidays. 

“He had a week to prepare to leave, so the holidays for 
me just seemed to be kind of a big burden. I really wasn’t 
excited,” she said. “When the book came, it just seemed to 
brighten up my spirits. It was just nice to hear him throughout 
the house.” 

Kisby said her youngest daughter, Brooklynn, who is 4, 
was particularly attached to the book and carried it around at 
home or in the car. 

“I think it’s a wonderful idea for anybody separated from 
anyone, even grandparents,” she said. “Anybody that wants to 
have a connection with somebody that they love, it’s just a 
wonderful addition to anybody’s collection.” 
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33. North Chicago Church Makes Day Merry For Navy Recruits 
(CHICAGO DAILY HERALD 26 DEC 11) ... Melissa Silverberg  

On any other Christmas, Donnita Howard would be at 
home in Pensacola, Fla., where she is the youngest of eight 
siblings, eating, laughing and enjoying the holiday. 

This year, Howard, 20, is a recruit at the Great Lakes 
Naval Base and spending her first holiday away from home. 

However, thanks to a North Chicago church, she got to 
celebrate the day. 

Howard was among 90 recruits who got to leave the base 
for just this day, the only day they leave during their 10 weeks 
of boot camp, to enjoy holiday services, food and activities at 
Mt. Sinai Baptist Church in North Chicago. 

Howard said she teared up during the morning church 
service, thinking of her family, her faith, and how both have 
gotten her through boot camp so far. 

“I expected it to be hard,” Howard said of joining the 
military and being away from her family. “But you never 
really know how much you’ll miss people until you’re far 
away.” 

It’s the 14th year Mt. Sinai Baptist Church has hosted 
recruits on Christmas, the Rev. Gerald Wilcoxon said. They 
never have a shortage of volunteers willing to help serve and 
entertain. 

“It brings some Christmas joy to our Sailors,” Wilcoxon 
said. “But for us, it’s also the joy of knowing you’re giving 
back, and that is partially what Christianity is all about.” 

Sabrina Estrella, 31, of San Francisco said she knew when 
she signed up for the Navy in early November she would have 
to be away from her family during the holidays, but she was 
willing to do whatever it takes to be a part of the military. 

Originally form Brazil, Estrella said she has lived in the 
United States for 10 years and is looking forward to her 
graduation in two weeks. 

“Being in the military is a dream coming true for me,” 
Estrella said. “It’s my way of saying ‘thank you’ for all this 
country has given me.” 

When Estrella called her sister on Sunday to wish her a 
Merry Christmas, her sister got emotional and was happy to 
hear her voice although they could not be together. 

Even just taking the day to relax, sing, play games and eat 
a home-cooked meal with other recruits was a blessing, said 
Nick Quarto, 24 of Walla Walla, Wash. 

“It’s wonderful what they’ve done for us,” Quarto said, 
enjoying the spontaneous sing-a-longs and dishes of candy on 
each table. 

With graduation for this class of recruits coming up on 
Jan. 6, many of them will be seeing their families soon, but 
that doesn’t make being far from home during the holiday 
season easier, though spending the day off-base was a start. 

“It almost felt like home,” Howard said. 
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34. Makin Island Sailors And Marines Celebrate Christmas In Singapore 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 25 DEC 11) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class David P. McKee, USS Makin Island Public Affairs 

SINGAPORE -- While there certainly wasn't snow in the 
forecast for the local climate, Sailors and Marines assigned to 
the amphibious assault ship USS Makin Island (LHD 8) still 
showed signs of holiday spirit by celebrating the Christmas 
holiday in Singapore, Dec. 25.  

Most Sailors and Marines on liberty celebrated their 
holiday in Singapore with shopping, seeing movies, dining at 
local restaurants and sightseeing. 

For Ships Serviceman 3rd Class Jose Plamarrero, getting 
out in town afforded him the opportunity to take advantage of 
technology to keep in touch with his family half a world away 
through Wi-Fi and Skype. 

Those in the ship's duty section had the chance to attend 
religious services, watch football and Christmas movies, and 
eat a special turkey dinner prepared by the ship's food service 
division. 

Sailors and Marines not on duty, but who choose to stay 
on the ship, used the holiday to relax, spend time with 
shipmates, do some laundry, and enjoy decorating the berthing 
where they live, which was the case for Private 1st Class 
Robert Mista assigned to the 11th Marine Expeditionary Unit 
(MEU). 

"A buddy of mine received some Christmas gifts in the 
mail, so we are going to decorate our berthing, hang out and 
watch movies and call home," said Mista. 

Newly reporting Seaman Recruit Tania Blanco learned 
that the Navy's mission does not stop for the holidays when 
she arrived on the ship Christmas morning at 2 a.m. 

There were no decorations to put out. Instead she spent 
her first Christmas aboard Makin Island putting her clothes 
away, meeting her shipmates and learning the ship. 

Sailors and Marines aboard Makin Island said that 
spending holidays away from home are challenging but thanks 
to email, the postal system and international calling cards, 
staying connected is possible. 

Makin Island and the 11th MEU departed San Diego Nov. 
14 and are currently deployed to the U.S. 7th Fleet area of 
responsibility (AOR), supporting the nation's maritime 
strategy. 

Sailors, Marines And Santa Bring Gifts To Singapore 
Children During Port Visit 

(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 24 DEC 11) Mass 
Communication Specialist 2nd Class Alan Gragg, Amphibious 
Squadron 5 Public Affairs 

Sailors and Marines assigned to the amphibious assault 
ship USS Makin Island (LHD 8), along with a surprise visitor 
from the North Pole, brought holiday gifts to children at the 
"Child at Street 11" care center in Singapore, Dec. 22. 

The event was part of a scheduled community service 
project during the ship's port visit, and Chief Warrant Officer 
Marc Lefebvre saw the opportunity to bring smiles to 
children's faces. 

He dressed as Santa Claus and presented gifts to the 
children, along with other Sailors and Marines from Makin 
Island. 

"Even though I don't get to be with my kids, it's nice to 
still be with kids and celebrate this time of year," said 
Lefebvre. "Most of the community service projects I've done 
involve a lot of maintenance and upkeep, but one the unique 
thing about this one was that you got to see the reaction of 
what it meant to the people you were helping, and I think the 
kids really enjoyed it." 

Lulu Suresh, an English teacher at the center, said having 
special visitors is memorable for the children. 

"At Street 11, the children basically come from 
disadvantaged, dysfunctional families," said Suresh. "So when 
they saw Santa Claus coming, you could really see their 
excitement, and hear it too." 

"Once he sat down, they were trying to figure out if he 
was the real Santa, taking his hat off and having lots of fun," 
she added. 

One Makin Island Sailor, who speaks Chinese-Mandarin, 
interacted with a group of girls using two languages during the 
event. 

"In Chinese, we did a simple introduction-'What's your 
name? Where are you from? and how old are you?' but they 
wanted to practice their English too," said Logistics Specialist 
Seaman Danni Li. 

"They also told me they were so surprised to see us, and 
they said they were so happy to get lots of gifts this 
Christmas," Li added. 

After Santa gave each child a present, the children opened 
their gifts with help from the Sailors and Marines and spent 
the rest of the time playing together. 

"We basically made the children a little bit happier, for 
one day at least," said Sgt. Jared Buell, assigned to the 11th 
Marine Expeditionary Unit (MEU). "Coming here and just 
seeing their facial expressions, receiving the gifts, it was a 
good thing." 

Buell shared a photo of his own children with the Street 
11 kids and said he was happy to see some youthful smiles 
this time of year. 

"I wanted to help out and be around children," said Buell. 
"Not being around mine, I felt like this was a good thing to do, 
since I'm missing some big seasons being away from home." 

For their appreciation of the gifts, the children presented 
the most senior military member in attendance, Capt. 
Humberto L. Quintanilla II, commander of Amphibious 
Squadron 5, with a photo plaque. 

Child at Street 11 is a multi-racial, secular, independent, 
non-profit organization dedicated to helping low-income and 
dysfunctional families provide quality early years for their 
children. 
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35. Gov't Sends Environment Report On Futenma Base Relocation By Mail 
(KYODO NEWS 27 DEC 11) 

TOKYO -- The Defense Ministry sent on Monday a key 
environmental impact assessment report to the Okinawa 
prefectural government by mail, ministry sources said. 

The prefectural government is expected to receive the 
document, which marks another step in the controversial plan 
to relocate a major U.S. base within Okinawa, as early as 
Tuesday, the sources said. 

Personnel from the Okinawa Defense Bureau were 
initially supposed to deliver the report to the prefectural 
government in Naha in person, but the method was changed to 
mailing the document, which is permitted by law, to avoid any 
commotion that might be caused by their presence, the sources 
said. 

Many civic groups began protests Monday morning over 
the central government's submission of the report to Okinawa 
and they are expected to last until Wednesday. 

More protests are likely to be sparked over what critics 
may regard as "underhanded" action by the ministry, some 
political analysts say, since the ministry is not personally 
delivering the document and thus failing to explain the report. 

The roughly 7,000-page report marks the final stages of 
assessment procedures in relation to the relocation plan for the 
U.S. Marine Corps' Futenma Air Station, begun in 2007, the 
sources said. 

The document will refer to the impact of the construction 
on the environment and local residents' lives, as well as 
countermeasures to ease the effects, they said. 

The report, the sources said, is expected to conclude that 
there would be no problem with noise caused by a U.S. plan to 
deploy MV22 Osprey vertical takeoff and landing aircraft in 
Okinawa in 2012. 

Prodded by the U.S. government to make progress as 
soon as possible on the long-stalled Futenma relocation, the 
central government was speeding up efforts to submit the 
report to Okinawa within the year. 

The assessment will be completed by around next June 
after the prefecture presents its opinion about the report, the 
sources said. 

The next step would then be asking the permission of the 
Okinawa governor to reclaim the waterfront area of Nago's 
Henoko district so that new U.S. military facilities can be built 
to accommodate flight functions to be moved from the 
Futenma base in a populated area in the city of Ginowan. 

The local community in Okinawa, which has long hosted 
the bulk of the U.S. forces in Japan, has been strongly opposed 
to the relocation plan and calling for Futenma to be moved 
outside of Okinawa. 

They want the prefectural government to reject the report 
but Okinawa Gov. Hirokazu Nakaima said the document 
needs to be received based on law and in line with 
administrative procedures. 

The central government's submission of the report comes 
at a time when local residents are still angry with the central 
government over recent controversial remarks made by a 
senior Defense Ministry official on the relocation issue and the 
upper house has approved a censure motion against Defense 
Minister Yasuo Ichikawa. 

The ministry official has since been dismissed from his 
post as chief of the Okinawa Defense Bureau. 

Under such an environment, some government officials 
have been pushing for the submission to be put off until early 
next year. 

But given the repeated assurances by the Japanese 
government to Washington about its intention to submit the 
report by the end of the year, a senior Defense Ministry 
official said it would be "hard to gain U.S. understanding if 
(the submission) is delayed at the last minute." 

Presenting the report to Okinawa also comes after the 
government approved over the weekend boosting funds for 
developing Okinawa's economy in the country's budget for 
fiscal 2012. 

Although the local government has said the base 
relocation and Okinawa development funds are two separate 
issues, the government is hoping that increased funds for 
Okinawa would make it easier to obtain the local 
government's understanding for submission of the report. 
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36. Frank And McGovern: Save Durfee's Navy JROTC Program 
(FALL RIVER (MA) HERALD 26 DEC 11) ... Will Richmond 

FALL RIVER — The city’s congressional delegation has 
joined the effort to save B.M.C. Durfee High School’s Navy 
Junior ROTC program. 

Reps. Barney Frank and James McGovern issued a joint 
letter to Navy Rear Admiral David Stiendl appealing the 
decision to decommission the program at the end of the 
current school year. 

The duo join Republican Sen. Scott Brown in making 
appeals from Capitol Hill for the program’s rescue. 

Navy officials have notified Durfee leaders that the 
school’s program is set to be decommissioned at the end of the 
academic year due to a drop in enrollment during the 2010-
2011 school year. The Navy requires a Junior ROTC program 
to maintain an enrollment of at least 100 students to remain 
viable. Enrollment numbers have rebounded this year with 125 
students in the program. 

Durfee’s program is one of 29 across the country that was 
been informed it will be defunded. 

In their letter, Frank and McGovern point out that not 
only have the numbers returned to place the program in 
compliance with the Navy requirements, the program has also 
enrolled a number of students who are in the first year of the 
program, which will help to ensure the enrollment 
requirements are met in the future. 

“At this time, there are 92 Naval Science 1 cadets, which 
strongly indicate that there will be a student enrollment 
sufficient to comply with the guideline requirement for the 
next three years,” the letter states. 

Letters such as those issued by the legislative delegation 
and Durfee officials serve as the first part of the appeals 
process, with Navy Junior ROTC officials scheduled to visit 
Durfee in January to conduct a visual inspection of the 
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program. If the school’s appeal is unsuccessful, Durfee can 
apply to be part of the navy National Defense Cadet Corps. 
The corps, according to Durfee’s Navy Junior ROTC 
instructors, is similar to the Navy Junior ROTC program, but 
does not come with Navy funding. 

A physical inspection of Durfee’s program is expected to 
take place in January. 

In addition to noting the enrollment factors associated 
with the program, Frank and McGovern also point out the 
sacrifice that has been made by a number of city residents 

while serving in the military, including the deaths of a number 
of soldiers in recent years of service. 

“The Fall River School Department and community have 
been very supportive of this program within its school 
curriculum and continue to remain supportive even though 
they have suffered many casualties in our current conflicts in 
Iraq and Afghanistan. Therefore, we would appreciate you 
reviewing the School Department’s appeal and reconsidering 
the decision to disestablish this unit — a unit that has 
exemplified honor, courage, and commitment to their 
community and our great nation,” the letter states. 
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NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
37. Defense Cuts Hinge On '12 Election 
(THE HILL 24 DEC 11) ... Jeremy Herb 

Republicans in Congress who want to reverse the $500 
billion in automatic cuts facing the Pentagon budget early next 
year are unlikely to gain traction with their arguments until 
after the 2012 election. 

Budget-watchers say the political environment and the 
track record of the 112th Congress make it almost a sure bet 
that the defense triggers included in last summer’s debt-ceiling 
deal won’t be dealt with before a lame-duck session. 

“Until there’s an actual solution, which requires goring 
somebody’s ox, nobody’s likely going to be the one to step 
up,” said Russell Rumbaugh, co-director of the Budgeting for 
Foreign Affairs and Defense program at the Stimson Center. 
“Nobody has an incentive to go first.” 

This would leave just two months to change the trigger 
before the cuts are implemented on Jan. 1, 2013. 

The potential cuts to defense are likely to be a presidential 
election issue used by both Obama and his Republican 
opponent. 

Former Gov. Mitt Romney (R-Mass.) has already 
attacked Obama for the potential $1 trillion cuts to the 
Pentagon budget — between sequestration and caps from the 
Budget Control Act already agreed to — while Obama is 
looking to campaign against a do-nothing Congress. 

Republican senators have promised to offer legislation 
early next year to prevent the cuts, while House Armed 
Services Chairman Buck McKeon (R-Calif.) introduced his 
bill last week, which would undo the first year of automatic 
cuts. 

Democrats quickly slammed the GOP proposals, 
generating a letter from more than 90 House Democrats that 
urged President Obama to veto attempts to back out of the 
sequester. 

The exchange is likely to be repeated again and again next 
year as the election approaches and partisan positions are 
hardened. 

Most Democrats don’t want to see sequestration’s across-
the-board cuts to happen in either defense or non-defense 
spending. But even hawkish Democrats have said they are 
unwilling to change the sequester without Republicans giving 
ground on revenues. This is the same impasse that has 
bedeviled policymakers repeatedly this year. 

McKeon thinks waiting to deal with the cuts until after the 
election is a mistake. 

His bill would stave off the first year of sequestration cuts 
by saving $127 billion through attrition in the federal 
workforce. McKeon’s proposal, which would hire back only 
one federal worker for every three that leave over the next 
decade, would cover the cost of automatic cuts for both 
defense and non-defense spending in 2013, giving Congress 
“breathing room” for a permanent fiscal solution. 

“I don’t want to wait until November,” McKeon said. 
“Everybody can’t wait forever to make their decisions.” 

McKeon and others have warned that waiting for a year to 
change the sequestration cuts will have negative 
consequences, as it will leave the Pentagon, service members 
and the defense industry in a cloud of uncertainty as the 
Defense budget is hashed out with a $50 billion variable 
looming in the 2013 budget. 

The Pentagon has said it is not planning for sequestration-
level cuts, which Defense Secretary Leon Panetta has labeled 
a “doomsday scenario.” Drafts of the 2013 Defense budget 
have accounted only for the first year reductions agreed to in 
the debt-limit deal, which the Pentagon says will total $489 
billion over the next decade. 

“If the Pentagon was currently preparing a budget that 
reflected the cuts from sequestration, then it would be 
implicitly conceding that it could manage those cuts,” said 
Travis Sharp, a fellow at the Center for a New American 
Security. 

For the Defense industry, a year of uncertainty would stop 
companies from investing in military spending, further 
harming an industry that’s already bracing for contraction, 
said Cord Sterling, vice president for legislative affairs at the 
Aerospace Industries Association. 

“From every reasonable, rational approach, we want to 
get this resolved as soon as possible — we need to know 
what’s going to happen,” Sterling said. “When your 
company’s very survival could depend upon decisions that are 
made or not made, you cannot take that risk. You cannot sit 
there and say DoD hopes it will go away.” 

One key reason most don’t expect sequestration to get 
resolved until the lame-duck is that another big ticket item — 
the Bush-era tax cuts — expire at the end of 2012. 

The combination of the Bush tax cuts expiring and the 
threat of automatic defense cuts will shift the onus on the 
Republicans to act in a reversal of this year’s big budget 
battles in Congress. 
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“The status quo benefits the Democrats’ political 
preferences, which are to let the Bush tax cuts expire — at 
least for the wealthiest Americans — and to use increase in 
revenue to pay off deficit reduction,” Sharp said. 

“Republicans might actually have more of an incentive to 
reach a deal earlier as opposed to later, because the later they 
go, then they’re in a situation where they really don’t want tax 
cuts to expire and so they have to concede more to get the 
Democrats to come on board,” he said. 

Of course, even if both sides want to change the 
automatic cuts to defense spending, this past week’s payroll-
tax debate has shown the two parties often find a way to reach 
an impasse even when they are seeking a similar goal. 

“I would probably expect leaders to undo sequestration,” 
Sharp said, “but I think it’s pretty foolhardy at this point to bet 
on our political leaders reaching a compromise." 
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38. Pearl Harbor Survivor Ashes Interred At Battleship 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 23 DEC 11) 

A Marine who survived the Japanese attack on Pearl 
Harbor has returned to the USS Arizona for eternity. 

Divers took an urn holding the cremated remains of Frank 
Cabiness from the late Marine's family, swam over to the 
sunken battleship, and placed the container inside during a 
solemn ceremony on Friday. 

Hawaii-based Marines from the 3rd Marine Regiment 
performed a rifle salute and taps during the solemn ceremony 
some nine years after Cabiness died in Lewisville, Texas, at 
the age of 86. 

His son, Jerry Cabiness, said his father always wanted to 
return to his ship. 

"He said it was because that's where he belonged. 
Because he lost all of his friends there and he wanted to be 
with them," Jerry Cabiness said after the service. 

The family took some time to fulfill his father's wishes 
because they had some financial problems and it's expensive 
to travel to Hawaii, he said. 

"But we finally got it done. And it was a beautiful 
ceremony. The Marines did him proud," he said. 

Dozens of Arizona crew members who lived through the 
Dec. 7, 1941, attack have chosen to have their ashes interred 
on the battleship after death. Many do it out of a desire to join 
those they left behind. 

Survivors who served on the USS Utah — the only other 
ship sunk in the attack that still sits in the harbor — have done 
the same. 

Servicemen who served on other ships and on land may 
have their ashes scattered in the harbor if they choose. Most of 
the dozen U.S. ships that sank or were beached 70 years ago 
were repaired and returned to service. 

Altogether, 2,390 Americans were killed in the attack that 
brought the United States into World War II. 

The Arizona lost 1,177 Sailors and Marines — more than 
any ship or unit. Most of those who died are still entombed on 
the vessel, which rests next to Ford Island where it sank nine 
minutes after being hit by a Japanese aerial bomb. 

Cabiness, who was a private first class when Japanese 
planes bombed the Arizona on Dec. 7, 1941, was among the 
337 crew members who survived. 

Jerry Cabiness said his father was at his battle station in 
the main mast of the ship when the ship was hit. He narrowly 
avoided getting hit by machine gun fire, and luckily his only 
injury was from friction burns suffered when he slid down a 
ladder while rushing to abandon ship. 

Jerry Cabiness said his father jumped into the water and 
wasn't blown from the deck, which had been reported earlier 
from a Marine news release. 

The family still has the only material possession he 
managed to leave the ship with: a watch that stopped at 8:15, 
the moment that Sunday morning when he hit the water after 
jumping off the Arizona. 

After the war, he worked for an oil pipeline company in 
Texas that later became Amoco Pipeline. He measured and 
documented oil that traveled through a pipeline to a refinery. 
He never missed a day of work in 30 years, Jerry Cabiness 
said. 

He didn't mention the attack much. 
"It was just too hard for him. He just couldn't do it," his 

son said. 
The Cabinesses moved around a lot, but lived the longest 

in Levelland, Texas. 
Today, Jerry Cabiness and his family live in Maumelle, 

Ark., a suburb of Little Rock. 
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39. 10,000 U.S. Troops Leave Afghanistan As Planned 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 23 DEC 11) 

The U.S. military has withdrawn 10,000 troops from 
Afghanistan before a year-end deadline set by President 
Barack Obama, officers said Friday, the first step in a planned 
drawdown of combat forces through 2014. 

The withdrawal left about 91,000 American troops on the 
ground in Afghanistan, spokesman Commander Bill Speaks 
told AFP. 

Obama announced a surge of 33,000 forces in December 
2009 to turn the tide in the war. 

After declaring major progress against the Taliban 
insurgency, Obama has since promised to withdraw the 

reinforcements in two stages: 10,000 by the end of this year 
and another 23,000 by the end of next summer. 

"They have met the first target of recovering 10,000 of the 
surge forces by the end of the year," Speaks said. 

U.S. and coalition partners in Afghanistan plan to hand 
over security for the whole of the country to Afghan forces by 
the end of 2014, allowing the withdrawal of combat forces. 

U.S. administration officials and military commanders are 
debating the pace of further troop withdrawals in 2013 but 
have already suggested the Afghan mission will shift from 
direct combat to an advisory role next year. 
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40. How Iraq, Afghanistan Have Changed The Military 
(NPR 26 DEC 11) ... Neal Conan, John Nagl and Greg Jaffe 

U.S. forces have left Iraq and a drawdown in Afghanistan 
is underway, but both wars have left an indelible impact on the 
U.S. military. The armed forces have altered strategy and 
tactics, and countless lives have been changed — including 
those of the families of service members serving multiple 
deployments. 

This is Talk Of The Nation. I'm Neal Conan in 
Washington. At long last, all U.S. forces are out of Iraq. What 
could be a long drawdown in Afghanistan is underway, and 
the U.S. military that emerges has changed over the past 
decade. Technology evolved, ours and the enemy's; a force 
trained, equipped and structured for high-intensity combat 
learned to adapt to counterinsurgency and counterterrorism; an 
all-volunteer force found itself isolated from much of the rest 
of America. 

We see women, gays and lesbian in different roles, and 
the apparent endlessness of the commitment tested institutions 
and strained families in ways few anticipated. 

We begin here in Studio 3A with John Nagl. He helped 
institute some of those changes as one of the authors of the 
new counterinsurgency manual. He's now president of the 
Center for a New American Security, and nice to have you 
back on the program. Merry Christmas, and appreciate you 
being with us here in Studio 3A. 

Conan: If you had to point to one change over this past 
decade, what would it be? 

Nagl: It would be the one that you highlighted. It was a 
military that was prepared for, focused on conventional high-
intensity conflict against a peer or a near-peer, another state; a 
military prepared to fight fighter planes in the skies, ships on 
the seas, other tank armies on the ground. 

And over the last decade, it has become a military that can 
confront non-state actors, terrorists and insurgents, on the 
ground in Iraq and Afghanistan, and inside a half-a-dozen or a 
dozen other countries around the globe, where terrorists are 
plotting, continuing to work their nefarious deeds. 

And the military and the other agencies of the U.S. 
government, the relationship between Special Forces and the 
Central Intelligence Agency, for instance, has come together 
much more closely. So it's a very, very different military than 
it was a decade ago. 

Conan: How deep does this change go? 
Nagl: We're waiting to find out, I think, as the war in Iraq 

comes to an end, at least for the United States, at least for 
now; as we continue to conduct a counterinsurgency campaign 
in Afghanistan, but one that we're increasingly handing over to 
the Afghans to fight for us, with us in a supporting role that I 
think is going to be the big change over the next several years 
in Afghanistan. 

We are returning our military to preparing for the next 
war, and for, for instance, the Marines are doing a huge 
amphibious exercise off the East Coast of the United States in 
the month of January, the biggest they've done in at least a 
decade, maybe longer. So we are starting to move back toward 
becoming a full-spectrum force that continues to conduct low-
intensity conflict and counterterrorism operations but 
simultaneously is re-honing its edge for conventional warfare. 

Conan: Let's bring Greg Jaffe into the conversation, 
military reporter for the Washington Post. He's the author, 
with David Cloud, "The Fourth Star: Four Generals and the 
Epic Struggle for the Future of the United States Army." He 
joins us by phone from Avon, Colorado. 

And just as John Nagl was describing, an army that began 
this conflict 10 years ago, just about, contemptuous of the idea 
of nation-building as it was described then, has emerged very 
different. 

Jaffe: Yeah, I think that's right. I was - I agreed with just 
about everything John said there. The one thing I would add is 
it's just become a much more, sort of, intellectually nimble 
force. You know, there's a lot more vibrant debate among 
officers about the right way forward, about sort of different 
options, you know, counterinsurgency versus things like 
counterterrorism, which is more focused on hunting bad guys. 

And it's a military that's much likely to reach out to, sort 
of, other parts of government, whether it be USAID, and folks 
kind of like anthropologists, and even reporters, to kind of try 
and understand their environment. It's much more conscious 
of their environment beyond just the maneuvering in battle. 

Conan: Even reporters, John Nagl was shaking his head. 
Nagl: That's a little extreme, Greg. But Greg's point is 

well-taken, and I'm reminded of the counterinsurgency 
conference that David Petraeus hosted out at Fort 
Leavenworth, Kansas, in early 2006 - now more than five 
years ago - where he invited anthropologists and aid workers 
and human rights activists and even reporters like Greg Jaffe, 
as well as some good ones... 

To come together and pull everybody's thinking and 
understand that the military didn't have all the answers, and to 
succeed in the kinds of wars we were fighting then, are 
fighting now, are likely to continue to fight, the military 
mindset and the military tools and technology are part of the 
answer, but they're only part of the answer. 

And so I think Greg is right to highlight the contributions 
that many people not wearing uniforms have made to the 
fights we've had, the successes we've had, and the future 
direction of the force. 

Conan: We want your contributions, as well. If you've 
served in uniform these past 10 years, how has the military 
changed as the result of our wars? This email, 800-989-8255 is 
the phone number, the email address that Dean(ph) used in 
Salem, Oregon is talk@npr.org. 

He writes: I served six years in the U.S. Army Reserves in 
PSYOPS, psychological operations, as an intelligence analyst 
and interrogator, working with the Seventh Infantry Division 
and in prisoner-of-war support. During the period '76 to '82, 
my fellow reservists and I helped improve the ways our 
military interacted with both military and civilian populations 
in war zones. It was a huge alteration in our military culture. 

For me, as a former anti-war activist of the Vietnam era, it 
was very satisfying to play a role in improving the ways we 
did things and avoid the excesses of Vietnam. Then during the 
Bush administration, much of these gains were challenged, 
although they did and do violate our doctrine in the field 
manuals and in the schools in Fort Huachuca and Fort Bragg. 
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We made our military more human, more American and 
provided myself and others with genuine feelings of positive 
accomplishment. I wonder, John Nagl, if you would agree. 

Nagl: Well, Dean's comments, I think, are well-taken. In 
the aftermath of Vietnam, broadly speaking, we moved away 
from many of the lessons that we learned in Vietnam - from 
focusing on the human terrain, on the integration of all 
elements of national power - and we decided that we weren't 
ever going to fight a Vietnam kind of fight again. 

And we forgot, as we were making that decision, that the 
enemy gets a vote in deciding how he or she is going to fight 
us. And we had to relearn a number of those lessons that Dean 
learned and helped us as a military learn – now, I guess, 30 
years ago. 

I'd also like to highlight, though, Dean said he served as a 
reservist, how important the role of the reserve forces have 
been. We literally could not have succeeded to the extent that 
we have in Iraq without the reserve forces. At one point, I 
think they were 40 percent of the forces on the ground in Iraq 
and at one time. 

And we've developed a much more capable, much more 
integrated guard and reserve force into the general military. To 
the extent that General Pete Corelli, the vice chief of staff of 
the U.S. Army whose service through this decade has been 
exceptional, has said publicly we simply cannot fight our next 
war without the Guard and Reserve. So I'd like to thank Dean 
for that service, as well. 

Conan: Greg Jaffe, I wanted to raise that point with you. 
After the war in Vietnam in 1975, a greatly demoralized, all-
draftee or draft force was transitioned to an all-volunteer 
force. It was also determined the United States would never be 
able to fight a war again without the Reserves and the National 
Guard, as it did without the National Guard in Vietnam. 

But the stress that was put on National Guard these past 
10 years, nobody ever anticipated anything like this. 

Jaffe: Yeah, I don't think they expected it at all, in terms 
of the repeat deployments that you'd see from guardsmen who 
were going on a rate of about once every five years - which is 
really disruptive both to your career and, you know, to your 
family life. 

And I think what they found that's even more disturbing, 
you know, suicide has been a problem for the Army. And the 
Army's been able to do a pretty good job in terms of managing 
or at least making a small dent in suicides among active-duty 
troops because you can really control them much more when 
they come back. 

You can make sure that they're kind of among peers who 
have been experiencing the same thing. You know, they're in a 
fairly controlled setting, which is a military base. With 
guardsmen, they often don't have that support. You know, they 
go home to communities that don't really understand where 
they were or what they've done, and I think the mental strain 
on them is much harder. 

And it's much harder to sort of track them and to know 
how they're doing because they're much more dispersed. 

Conan: Communities that don't understand who they are, 
where they've been, what they've done, John Nagl, that could 
be broadly writ about the United States at large. We have a 
tiny fraction of our men and women in uniform, and with an 
all-volunteer force, that will remain the same. It is a very tiny 

subset of the American population, and most of us don't know 
anybody who fought in Iraq and Afghanistan. 

Nagl: It's a tiny percentage of the population. It's likely to 
get even smaller as the military is already starting to downsize 
after the strains of the last decade. And I think it's worth 
highlighting the long-term costs that are going to be borne by 
those who have served repeatedly, over and over again. 

Greg mentioned one year in five for the reserves. For a 
while during the surge, after the surge in Iraq, we had active-
duty U.S. Army soldiers spending less than a year at home in 
between year-long combat tours on the ground in Iraq and 
Afghanistan. And the long-term costs, not just the thousands 
killed, the tens of thousands wounded, but the psychological 
costs and the cost on the families, the burden the families have 
borne for an all-volunteer that was never predicted, was never 
planned to take the kind of strain that the all-volunteer force 
has shown over the last decade. 

And I think it's an extraordinary testament to the 
leadership of the armed services that the force has held 
together under this extraordinary strain, but it is worth 
highlighting the long-term responsibility the American people 
have to join forces with those who have borne the battle for 
them and to take care of them for what is literally going to be 
generations to come. 

Conan: And Greg Jaffe, major rethinks after Vietnam. Do 
you find the appetite to reconsider, fundamentally, the 
structure of the armed forces after Iraq? 

Jaffe: No, I don't think so. I think we'll probably largely 
stick with what we've got. I mean, I do think that there's a 
rethinking of, you know, can we afford to, and should we 
continue to fight these kind of long wars in places like Iraq 
and Afghanistan, where we're really looking to change society. 

I think to the extent that there's a rethink, there'll be a 
rethink about the mission, not about the structure of the force 
fundamentally, although I do think, you know, as we 
downsize, we're likely to see some changes, that John actually 
and his think-tank have written about very compellingly in the 
last couple of months. 

Conan: Let's get a caller in on the conversation. We'll 
start with Rod(ph), and Rod's with us from Daytona Beach. 

Rod: How is everybody today? 
Conan: Good, thanks. 
Rod: One of the things that I saw - I was in Afghanistan 

theater for 2005, 2006, and 26-year retired Army veteran - one 
of the things that I saw that changed most importantly, I think, 
is training within the Army. We finally saw a combining of 
the training systems across active component, reserve 
component, National Guard component. Whereas before - the 
wars before Afghanistan and Iraq - there was a lot of 
difference in how those forces trained. 

Now you see a lot of combined training, more of that 
total-Army concept, one-army concept, where you have your 
reserve forces, your National Guard forces training a lot more 
side-by-side with the active components. And I think that just 
brings along a much better, a lot tighter force, and I think 
that's one of the greatest changes that I've seen since I've been 
in the military. 

Conan: John Nagl? 
Nagl: I agree with that completely, Rod, thanks for your 

service. The integration of the Guard and Reserve into what's 
now called the Operational Reserve, what used to be a 
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strategic reserve, we would only go to the Guard and the 
Reserve if things got really, really, really bad. 

And what we've done is, as Rod mentioned, is we've 
brought the Guard and the Reserve much more into the 
operations of the military in these wars, to the point that we 
literally can't do this without them. 

I think one of the big questions we're going to have to 
decide - as we downsize the force, as defense budgets start to 
come down, as they already have - is how much are we going 
to depend on the Guard and Reserve for backups for what's 
called the second major regional contingency. Are we going to 
keep all of the forces we need for two wars on active duty, 
paying them every day, or are we going to save some of those 
capabilities in Reserve, in the Guard? 

I think that's a decision that still has to be made, and a lot 
of people here in Washington are thinking hard about doing 
that in order to preserve our capabilities around the globe 
while saving some American tax dollars. 

Rod: That's going to be a big decision to be made, as 
well, because from an instructor's standpoint, from a trainer's 
standpoint, that is definitely going to be - that's definitely 
going to be one of the big things taking us into the future. 
Thanks a lot, guys. 

Conan: OK, thanks very much for the phone call. Let's go 
next to - this is Alex(ph), Alex with us from New Haven. 

David: Actually, I am not Alex. 
Conan: Oh, I apologize. 
David: That's all right. That's not a problem. If you want 

to go to Alex, fine. Otherwise, my name is David(ph), and I'm 
here from St. Paul, Minnesota. Yeah, I just wanted to make the 
observation, I am active-duty Air Force, basically for five 
years during the late to the mid-'80s, and then I was a reservist 
both Army Reserve and the Army National Guard, got out in 
2004. 

I want to go back to your comments about the all-
volunteer force because I think that the all-volunteer force, the 
term is a misnomer. It's actually a political construction. There 
was never meant to be an all-volunteer force. The so-called 
all-volunteer force was supposed to be the active-duty cadre 
around which the reserve forces and the Selective Service 
system would be built up in the contingency of a war in 
Europe or - specifically Europe and Korea. 

There was never meant to be an all-volunteer force. That's 
why the selective service system still exists, and that's why, if 
you are an able-bodied, young, college male who decided that 
they want financial aid, you still have to register for Selective 
Service. 

So, I don't like hearing that term all-volunteer force 
because having been to Europe a few times and been to 
Reforger, I know what is supposed to happen, and the problem 
is that our political leadership is, frankly, exacted or exercised 
cowardice around the activation of the Selective Service 
system, especially with regard to Iraq and Afghanistan. And 
that's why we have people doing, you know, half-a-dozen and 
more tours to combat zones, which is something that was 
absolutely unheard of even at the height of the Vietnam War. 

Conan: Greg Jaffe, our caller is factually correct, but he 
is also astutely correct in saying there is no way politicians are 
going to restore the draft at any conceivable point. 

Jaffe: Yeah, I think that's right, and nor does the military 
want it. And while it would have been nice to have lots of - 

potentially to have lots - to be able to draw on a lot of civilian 
expertise in Iraq and Afghanistan, I don't think you would 
have been able to get away from the repeat tours. 

And as big a strain the repeat tours put on soldiers and 
officers, they also paid huge dividends. You know, it was that 
third and fourth tour in Iraq where people really started to 
figure out what the heck was going on there, how these tribes 
worked. And to the extent that you continue to cycle through 
new people every year, everybody's kind of one and done, you 
just never learn anything. 

And I think that's the problem we had to a certain degree 
in Vietnam, and it's something we've been able to correct for 
her. You know, the average soldier or officer or Marine in 
2007 in Iraq, knew so much more than the average soldier or 
Marine in 2003. The average, you know, person in 
Afghanistan today, on his third or fourth tour, understands the 
environment in which he's operating so much better. 

And, you know, there's just no other way to get that 
experience other than to live it repeatedly. And so, you know, 
while a draft is nice and could bring some helpful skills to the 
table, I don't think it helps us in the long run. 

Conan: Speaking of repeated tours, this from 
Jennifer(ph), a captain in the Kentucky Air National Guard: 
Most Air Guardsmen that I know - and being in the Guard 
myself - deploy every 18 months. Our deployment lengths are 
up to four months now. It's very difficult for members and 
families. We do not even get the same benefits as our active-
duty counterparts. 

John Nagl, that's undoubtedly correct and undoubtedly a 
strain and makes life really, really hard. 

Nagl: It does, and it highlights one of the differences, I 
think, between the Air Force and the Army in particular. The 
Air Force has integrated its reserve forces into the operational 
force far more effectively than the Army has. 

Conan: Air tankers, for example, vital to any operation, 
can't fly without the Reserves and the Guard. 

Nagl: Absolutely right, and so folks like Karen(ph) who 
deploy over and over again, on shorter tours admittedly, and 
no one would say that - I mean, it's not easy being in the Air 
Force, it's not as tough as being on the ground, but the Air 
Force can't do what it is able to do, providing absolute air 
superiority for the United States over the entire globe, 
essentially, without the contributions of people like Karen. 

And this point really gets to the same point that David 
raised. I smiled when he mentioned Reforger, the 
reinforcement of Germany, the good old days, back when we 
used to send large forces to prepare for the war against the 
Soviet Union that thankfully never came. 

But we have asked an extraordinary amount of those who 
serve in uniform - active, Guard, Reserve - over the last 
decade. And although the demands are going to go down over 
time, inshallah, we hope, we have relied very, very heavily on 
a very small number of the American people to bear this 
strain. 

And it is incumbent, then, I think, upon us, to take care of 
them to help them get civilian careers when they get out, to 
find better ways to integrate their military service and their 
civilian jobs better than we've figured out so far. 

Conan: Ten years ago, I think, everybody in the military 
would have raised an eyebrow at the word, inshallah, now 
nobody does. But Greg Jaffe, another point about the Air 
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Force, it is undergoing a major transformation at the moment 
as more and more unpiloted aircraft are integrated into the 
system, and that's not going to change. 

Jaffe: Yeah, no, I think you'll continue to see the numbers 
go up, and you'll see different kind of unmanned planes. You 
know, right now the workhorse is this thing called The 
Predator and its slightly larger cousin called The Reaper, but 
you're going to see more sophisticated things, stealthier 
drones, which we've already seen used. 

Recently one went down in Iran - that was a CIA drone. 
You're going to see potentially, you know, drone bombers and 
drone fighter jets that will go long distances and will be used 
more in conventional wars. So I think it will become - it will 
really start to take over the culture in interesting ways. 

It's tough for the Air Force because it really starts to 
redefine a lot of the - just everything about the service's sort of 
culture. I mean, can you be valorous - you know, valor is so 
important to our military in terms of how we reward and 
recognize people - can you be valorous when you're sitting in 
an air-conditioned trailer in Nevada flying a drone over 
Afghanistan? 

And, you know, how do you recognize those people? 
What kinds of awards do you give them? Because the 
traditional military reward built around bravery don't really 
seem to fit that context. 

Conan: And do those people, can those people suffer 
from PTSD? 

Jaffe: I've heard it, but I just don't buy it. Sorry to throw a 
blanket on - a wet blanket on that one. I just - I think they can 
probably suffer from things like guilt, you know, to the extent 
that you make a mistake, you kill friendly forces, or you kill 
civilians. I'm sure that has an emotional impact on them, and 
that that's something they need to deal with. In terms of 
struggling with PTSD, I'm not sure - I don't buy it. I don't 
think so. 

Conan: John? 
Nagl: I'm not as willing as Greg is to say absolutely not, 

but I do think that the psychological problems folks like that 
face who literally are fighting a war during their duty day, 
eight hours, 10 hours, 12 hours, and then they go home to the 
kids' soccer game, the transition that they make on a daily 
basis, I think, is very psychologically jarring. I agree with 
Greg that the nature of combat, at least a part of combat, is 
starting to change. And I think it's worth pointing out that the 
technology advancements that we've talked about so far today 
aren't only happening inside the United States. 

And so one of the big things we need to think about, the 
military needs to think about is how does it responds to the 
challenge of other countries developing drones. One of the 
drivers behind the increased prevalence of drones over the 
next 10 years, I think, is going to be the extraordinary what's 
called anti-access area denial capabilities that China is 
developing, which essentially push out the range at which we 
can launch airplanes from carrier decks and are going to 
necessitate that we move to unmanned systems that have 
greater ranges, and that can operate in contested airspace. 

So that we're seeing big, big changes, I think, in how we 
think about war, the advance of robots, not just in the air but 
on the sea, under the sea and on the ground, is going to be, I 
think, one of the big stories of the next decade. 

Conan: We did manage to find Alex. I think we did, in 
New Haven. Are you there? 

Alex: Yes. Yes, I am. 
Conan: I apologize. Go ahead, please. 
Alex: No problem. I've been a military reservist and 

active duty both for the last 12 years now. And when speaking 
to the changes that I've observed personally, I have to go 
straight to the educational backgrounds of most of our 
soldiers. When I first joined in '99, it was pretty rare for 
enlisted soldiers to have Bachelor's degrees at all, let alone 
advanced degrees. And serving Iraq in 2008 and to this day, I 
served with many privates and sergeants that have Bachelor's 
degrees, Master's degrees, both in area studies, math, physics. 

I think that that shows a lot of the evolution of our force, 
and it shows that it's coming in line too with the American 
populace as a whole. You can see it today, and the opening of 
Yale University at New Haven and Harvard recently signing 
ROTC contracts. The education of our soldiers are changing, 
and it's only going to make for a stronger force in the future. 

Conan: And those standards for recruits, John Nagl, in 
part a result of the economy but in part a result of the greater 
percentage of America's youth who do go on to college. 

Alex: Right. 
Nagl: Absolutely right. And I have to give a shout-out to 

my brother Mark who, like Alex, had a college degree and 
enlisted as a soldier, served in Iraq as an enlisted soldier and 
then came back and commissioned and is now a better officer 
for having served as an enlisted soldier. But the force we have 
composed entirely of people who want to serve, who - many 
of whom have these multiple combat tours, which is an 
extraordinary wealth of knowledge that literally can't be 
gained any other way. 

And one of the things that I worry about as we do start to 
downsize the force is how do we keep that talent somehow 
engaged, if not in full-time military reservists then part time in 
the Guard or reserves or somehow connected with the national 
security of the United States, because we're going to continue 
to need their help and the experience that they've purchased at 
such a high price for many, many years to come. 

Conan: John Nagl, retired lieutenant colonel, now 
president of the Center for a New American Security. Also 
with us, Greg Jaffe, military reporter for The Washington 
Post. You're listening to TALK OF THE NATION from NPR 
News. And let's go to Linda, and Linda is on the line from 
East Brunswick in New Jersey. 

Linda: I am. And thank you for taking my phone call. I'm 
going to be really short. We lost a son to suicide following his 
second tour of duty in Iraq. The first, he served with the 173rd 
Airborne. The second, he served with a unit of the Maryland 
National Guard. We learned following his death that there's a 
tremendous gap in mental health services available to 
members of the Guard and Reserve. And we were really 
heartened earlier this month when Senator Frank Lautenberg 
of New Jersey and Representative Rush Holt announced a new 
peer hotline service available across all 50 states and 
American territories to all members of the Guard and Reserve 
and their families. 

That hotline is accessible at - oh, I'm so sorry. I don't have 
the number right off the top of my head. I'm sorry. I'm on my 
cellphone. But it is Vets4Warriors, and it is staffed by paid 
veterans, all trained through the University of Dentistry and 
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Medicine from New Jersey. All of them are folks who have 
served, and the program is expected to be a huge help to folks 
who can't or won't use DOD or VA mental health services... 

Conan: Linda... 
Linda: ...so if - I'm sorry? 
Conan: Excuse me. I don't mean to cut you off and - so 

sorry for your loss. And I know you're making an important 
point. I just wanted to give John Nagl a chance to respond. 
The awareness of PTSD and mental problems caused by 
service and combat is enormously changed, very far yet to go, 
but big changes have taken place. 

Nagl: Linda, like Neal, my condolences on your loss. My 
thanks for the service of your son. And many soldiers, 
Marines I've known have suffered greatly when they came 
back from their service. They were able while - to hold it 
together while they were fighting, but the fight got to them 
later when they got home. And it's a horrible story, and it 
happens much too often. And there are great steps being taken. 
You've talked about some of them to try to deal with this 
national crisis of those who have served, falling at their own 
hand when they return. But I also want to - hate to say this - 

but family members also are bearing this strain, the strain that 
you're bearing, but we've seen military spouses also fall. 

Linda: Well, you're exactly right. And I'm sorry to 
interrupt... 

Nagl: No, ma'am. 
Linda: ...but I just want to give one more pitch for this 

great service that's now available to all Guardsmen and all 
members of the Reserve. The program is called 
Vets4Warriors. I wish I had the phone number. I don't. I'm so 
sorry. 

Conan: We'll find it and put it up on the website, Linda. 
Linda: Oh, that would be great. 
Conan: OK. 
Linda: But it's available 24 hours a day, seven days a 

week... 
Conan: Got you. 
Linda: ...all trained peer counselors, and it is also... 
Conan: Linda, I'm afraid we are out of time, but we will 

get that number and put it up on the website. Thank you very 
much for your phone call.  

Listen To Audio (RT: 30:19) 
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41. U.S. Cites Gains In Housing Veterans 
VA's 2015 goal: no homelessness; Challenges grow with new generation of vets 
(WASHINGTON POST 27 DEC 11) ... Steve Vogel 

Halfway into an ambitious five-year campaign to end 
homelessness among veterans, the Department of Veterans 
Affairs says it has made enough progress that the goal is 
within reach, even as a new generation of veterans returns 
from Iraq and Afghanistan. 

Making aggressive use of a voucher program, Veterans 
Affairs has housed more than 33,000 veterans in the past 21 / 
2 years. It did so by changing its longtime policy of requiring 
homeless veterans to be successfully treated for substance 
abuse and mental ailments before being given apartments. 

The shift in approach means that there is “a better 
opportunity to end veterans’ homelessness by 2015 than at any 
time in the past,” said Susan Angell, VA’s director of 
homeless initiatives. 

Although many agencies, including the Department of 
Housing and Urban Development, have adopted a housing-
first strategy, Veterans Affairs had resisted. “Folks were 
initially concerned about the safety aspects of it,” Angell said. 
“We wanted to make sure they were clean and sober.” 

VA and HUD want enough funds to issue 60,000 
vouchers at the rate of 10,000 a year through 2014. 

The effort comes as tens of thousands of troops who 
served in Iraq and Afghanistan are leaving military service and 
entering an often bleak job market. 

“For this new generation of veterans, we are very 
concerned,” Angell said. 

Her agency estimates that more than 20,000 Iraq and 
Afghanistan veterans have been homeless at some point 
during the past five years and that their numbers are rising. 

The agency’s goal is to get all chronically homeless 
veterans into permanent supportive housing; prevent at-risk 
veterans from becoming homeless; and get new cases off the 
streets as soon as possible. 

Many Iraq and Afghanistan veterans at risk of 
homelessness keep a low profile. “They’d rather be off in the 

shadows,” said Freddy Cordova, a former Army paratrooper 
who deployed four times to Iraq and now works with a 
National Veterans Foundation “street team” that helps 
homeless veterans in California.  

Matt Barnes, a 28-year-old former Marine corporal, is 
representative of this new generation. On a rainy December 
night, Barnes slipped quietly into St. George’s Episcopal 
Church in Arlington County, gratefully accepting a bowl of 
meat stew offered by volunteers and taking a seat at a table 
with other homeless veterans. 

Barnes, who wore a bushy black beard and a donated red 
sweatshirt, has been homeless for two years since losing his 
job as a waiter and being unable to afford his apartment in 
Fairfax County. Barnes served five years in the Marine Corps, 
including a tour in Fallujah, Iraq, in 2004 during the height of 
the insurgency, when he regularly risked roadside bombings as 
a convoy driver. 

“It was easier over there,” Barnes mused. He wonders 
whether he has post-traumatic stress disorder, but he is not 
interested in going to Veterans Affairs for testing. Instead, 
Barnes stays on the streets of Northern Virginia, moving 
between favored locations where he feels safe and grabbing 
occasional meals and showers in shelters. “I like to be a 
ghost,” he said. 

Barnes finds it nearly impossible to look for a job while 
homeless. “You can’t get good sleep on the street,” he said. 
He lacks a phone or even money to get a haircut. 

The poverty rate for veterans ages 18 to 34 reached 12.5 
percent in 2010, more than double that of 10 years earlier, 
according to a report last month from Congress’s Joint 
Economic Committee. 

The key to dealing with the Iraq-Afghanistan generation 
will be keeping veterans off the street in the first place. 
“People don’t become homeless immediately,” said Dennis 
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Culhane, a University of Pennsylvania professor and authority 
in the field. “It takes a few years. So we have time to prepare.” 

A VA prevention program begun in 2011 is awarding 
$160 million in grants to nonprofit community agencies, with 
the goals of preventing low-income families from falling into 
homelessness or rapidly returning them to stable housing. 
“We’ve learned we can’t end homelessness by street rescues 
alone,” said VA Secretary Eric K. Shinseki. 

The most effective remedy, advocates say, is the joint 
voucher program, HUD-VASH, which provides permanent 
supportive housing to needy homeless veterans. 

Veterans pay 30 percent of their income to rent, and the 
voucher covers any rent above that amount. Each voucher 
costs the government on average $6,500 a year, plus $4,148 in 
case management services — much less than the costs of 
staying in jails, hospitals or emergency shelters, advocates say. 

Recipients face regular reviews to make sure they 
continue to qualify based on income and health-care needs; at 
some point they may transition to regular low-income housing 
vouchers. 

“It literally saved me,” said Mickiela Montoya, who 
served with the Army National Guard in Iraq and received a 
voucher last year for an Orange County, Calif., apartment 
where she lives with her 4-year-old daughter. 

The vouchers are distributed to public housing authorities 
across the country based on need. “The problem is there are 
always new people coming into the system, and there aren’t 
that many vouchers to give out,” said Kathy Sibert, executive 
director of Arlington Street People’s Assistance Network, or 
A-SPAN.  

Veterans are waiting for vouchers in virtually all 
jurisdictions across the country, according to Veterans Affairs 
officials. 

Gary Bush, a homeless 54-year-old Navy veteran in 
Arlington whose hollow cheeks and sunken eyes tell of long 
nights on the streets, has asked for a voucher, but he was 
discouraged by the response. “They tell me the waiting list is 
500 deep,” Bush said while eating stew at St. George’s 
provided by A-SPAN. 

“In some cases, [vouchers] are going to people that are 
easiest to house, and not to the person who’s been on the street 
the longest and has the most issues,” said Jake McGuire, a 
spokesman for Community Solutions, an advocacy group for 
the homeless. 

VA officials acknowledge the concern and have reminded 
field offices that the vouchers are meant primarily for 
chronically homeless veterans with mental health or 
substance-abuse problems. But the vouchers are generally 
given to any qualifying homeless veteran on a first-come, 
first-served basis.  

Those selected often must wait four months to a year for 
housing, depending on the amount of paperwork required by 

the jurisdiction, said Becky Kanis, who directs a homeless 
project run by Community Solutions. 

In addition, it has been difficult to gauge the problem and 
measure progress. For years, the VA used what one researcher 
called “wacky counting” of homeless veterans. Addressing the 
National Coalition for Homeless Veterans in June, Shinseki 
asserted that the number of homeless veterans had been 
reduced in two years from 131,000 to 76,500. VA officials 
now acknowledge the numbers were not comparable. 

Culhane, who also is director of research for VA’s 
National Center on Homelessness Among Veterans, said the 
numbers are now much more accurate, with a 2011 count of 
homeless veterans on a given night conducted by teams in 432 
communities nationwide. 

VA and HUD officials hailed the new figures this month, 
a 12 percent drop in the one-night count of homeless veterans, 
from 76,329 on a single night in January 2010 to 67,495 in 
January 2011.  

But even if all homeless veterans could be counted, there 
are doubts that all could be housed. “I don’t know if we’ll ever 
get all of them,” said David Treadwell, a retired Army officer 
who fought in Vietnam and now directs Central Union 
Mission, an organization that cares for the homeless in the 
District. “You meet guys who are dedicated to being on the 
street.” 

“Field experience shows everyone can be housed,” said 
Culhane. “Not without relapse, but it can be done.” 

The VA’s 2012 budget includes $939 million to prevent 
and reduce homelessness, an increase of 17.5 percent from 
2011. 

And the demand for services continues to rise. At the VA 
Medical Center in Washington, the number of homeless 
veterans seeking treatment annually has grown from 900 to 
2,000 during the past three years. The hallways bustle with 
veterans visiting doctors or attending substance-abuse 
programs and other classes. 

Ending veteran homelessness seemed far-fetched to 
staffers at the center when it was announced in 2009. “It felt 
overwhelming at the time,” said Maria Llorente, chief of 
mental health services. But the housing vouchers and better 
coordination between Veterans Affairs and other agencies 
have made the goal attainable, she added. “We are genuinely 
optimistic.” 

Eddie Baker, a 56-year-old Army veteran, works at the 
VA hospital providing peer support for homeless veterans, 
including more from Iraq and Afghanistan. “I can relate 
intimately,” said Baker, who has been homeless since 2004. 
“They understand that we’ve been through this.” 

Baker, who lives at a homeless shelter in Capitol Heights, 
has tried to get a housing voucher, so far without luck. 
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42. Rise Of The Drone: From Calif. Garage To Multibillion-Dollar Defense Industry 
(WASHINGTON POST 23 DEC 11) ... Peter Finn 

Lake Forest, Calif. — In 1980, Abraham Karem, an 
engineer who had emigrated from Israel, retreated into his 
three-car garage in Hacienda Heights outside Los Angeles 
and, to the bemusement of his tolerant wife, began to build an 
aircraft. 

The work eventually spilled into the guest room, and 
when Karem finished more than a year later, he wheeled into 
his driveway an odd, cigar-shaped craft that was destined to 
change the way the United States wages war. 
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The Albatross, as it was called, was transported to the 
Dugway Proving Ground in Utah, where it demonstrated the 
ability to stay aloft safely for up to 56 hours — a very, very 
long time in what was then the crash-prone world of drones. 

Three iterations and more than a decade of development 
later, Karem’s modest-looking drone became the Predator, the 
lethal, remotely piloted machine that can circle above the 
enemy for nearly a day before controllers thousands of miles 
away in the southwestern United States launch Hellfire 
missiles toward targets they are watching on video screens. 

The emergence of hunter-killer and surveillance drones as 
revolutionary new weapons in the wars in Iraq and 
Afghanistan, and in counterterrorism operations in places such 
as Pakistan and Yemen, has spawned a multibillion-dollar 
industry, much of it centered in Southern California, once the 
engine of Cold War military aviation. 

Over the next 10 years, the Pentagon plans to purchase 
more than 700 medium- and large-size drones at a cost of 
nearly $40 billion, according to a Congressional Budget Office 
study. Thousands more mini-drones will be fitted in the 
backpacks of soldiers so they can hand-launch them in 
minutes to look over the next hill or dive-bomb opposing 
forces. 

This booming sector has its roots in the often unsung 
persistence of engineering dreamers who worked on the 
technology of unmanned aviation when the military 
establishment and most major defense contractors had little or 
no interest in it. Innovators such as Karem were often 
sustained by grants from the Defense Advanced Research 
Projects Agency (DARPA) and a handful of early believers, 
including the CIA. 

Karem said he imagined his drones involved in a “tactical 
conflict with the Warsaw Pact, be it on the plains of Germany 
or as part of our Navy and Marines.” He had to sell his 
company, and with it the prototype of the Predator, long 
before it became the icon of a new kind of warfare. 

“I did not envision the collapse of the Soviet Union and 
the rise of warfare with non-state adversaries,” said Karem, an 
aeronautical engineer who served for nine years in the Israeli 
air force before settling in the United States in 1977. 

In the past decade, drones have become an integral part of 
U.S. military doctrine — so much so that it is difficult to recall 
how marginal they once seemed. The military had less than 
200 drones the day before the attacks of Sept. 11, 2001; today 
it has more than 7,000, including mini-drones. 

Before Sept. 11, drones weren’t “on the road map,” said 
Tim Conver, chairman and chief executive of AeroVironment, 
which builds close-in surveillance drones for the military. “It 
wasn’t something that [the Defense Department] had said: 
‘We need this. Let’s build a program around this.’ ” 

Before 2001, AeroVironment, through various small 
contracts, sold a drone called the Pointer in small numbers to 
the military. “Nobody ever really used them,” Conver said. 
Since the invasion of Afghanistan, the company has sold the 
military thousands of small drones. 

The companies that design and manufacture drones have 
experienced massive growth that shows no sign of slowing, 
even with the end of the war in Iraq and the planned 
drawdown in Afghanistan. The technology is significantly 
cheaper than traditional aircraft, and its potential uses increase 
as the craft become faster and stealthier. 

Teal Group, a Fairfax market analysis firm, estimates that 
nearly $100 billion will be spent globally on drones between 
now and 2019. 

“The needs for [unmanned aerial vehicles] are 
unsatisfied,” said Phil Finnegan, Teal Group’s director of 
corporate analysis. “The military wants a lot more. Worldwide 
you have very limited adoption of UAVs, but foreign 
militaries have seen the success in Iraq and Afghanistan, and 
they want them.” 

The rise of drones has been a small boon for Southern 
California, where the aerospace industry has contracted 
painfully in the past two decades. About 10,000 state residents 
are directly employed in the drone sector. And for national 
security reasons, much of the supply chain is kept onshore, 
generating jobs among contractors and subcontractors. 

General Atomics Aeronautical Systems, which makes the 
Predator and the next-generation Reaper drone, is in Poway, 
north of San Diego. AeroVironment, which makes an array of 
backpackable mini-drones, such as the Raven and the Wasp, is 
in Simi Valley. 

Northrop Grumman is testing the X-47B, a carrier-based 
fighter drone, for the Navy in Palmdale. The RQ-170, the 
stealth drone manufactured by Lockheed Martin and used by 
the military and the CIA, is believed to have emerged from the 
company’s classified facility, the Skunk Works, also in 
Palmdale, near Edwards Air Force Base. 

The Gossamer Condor 
In the mid-1970s, Paul MacCready, an aeronautical 

engineer and the first American to become a world gliding 
champion, needed cash fast to cover a bad loan he had 
guaranteed. MacCready, the founder of AeroVironment, and a 
team of engineers at the company decided to chase the Kremer 
Prize, the reward for besting a challenge that had gone unmet 
for 20 years: a human-powered aircraft capable of flying a 
figure eight around two markers half a mile apart. In 1977, 
MacCready’s Gossamer Condor, piloted by Bryan Allen, took 
the prize, then worth about $100,000. Two years, later Allen 
flew another version of the bird across the English Channel. 

AeroVironment, which consulted on air quality, began a 
sideline in aviation firsts. 

“You had these incredibly talented people attracted to 
something this cool,” Conver said. “All the airplanes were 
extraordinarily light. All were focused on things that hadn’t 
been done before.” 

The group eventually flew a solar-powered craft from 
Paris to England, built a working model of Leonardo da 
Vinci’s flying machine and created a flying model of a 
pterodactyl. 

In 1987, AeroVironment flew the first backpack-portable 
unmanned military aircraft, a nine-pound plane with a camera 
in its nose. It was called the Pointer. 

“They were bought for evaluation,” Conver said. “They 
were prototypes.” 

When the first Special Operations teams went into 
Afghanistan in October 2001, they brought with them two 
Pointer systems that they used for low-altitude surveillance. 
Soon, word was going up the chain that the troops wanted 
more Pointers for Afghanistan’s difficult terrain. High above 
them, the Predator and Global Hawk were also proving 
themselves. 
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“The Predator is my most capable sensor in hunting down 
and killing al-Qaeda and Taliban leadership and is proving 
absolutely critical to our fight,” Gen. Tommy Franks wrote in 
a 2003 Air Force background paper. 

The drive for drones was on, and the effect on companies 
such as AeroVironment was profound. In 2001, the company 
had annual revenue of $29.4 million. In the decade that 
followed, that number swelled to nearly $300 million, nearly 
85 percent of it from the sale of drones. The company, which 
employs 768 people, up from 163 in 2001, went public in 
2007. 

Since 2003, AeroVironment has won four bidding 
contests for drone contracts. It now dominates the mini-drone 
industry with its Raven, Wasp and Puma systems. All are 
controlled by a common console that looks like a handheld 
video game. With it, soldiers maneuver the craft and view a 
stabilized picture of what the drone is circling. 

AeroVironment continues to create new models. It 
recently received a $5 million contract for the Switchblade, a 
miniature killer drone laden with explosives that pinned-down 
troops could activate instead of calling in airstrikes. This 
flying bomb could be guided to a target from the console and 
then detonated. 

The Aerial Torpedo 
The concept behind the very first drones has a lot in 

common with that of the Switchblade. Toward the end of 
World War I, Charles Kettering, an American engineer and 
inventor, developed what was called an aerial torpedo. It was 
guided by a gyroscope and could be flown at a target 40 miles 
away. It never saw action. 

During World War II, the Germans deployed drone 
bombs that were launched from planes and steered to the 
target by a pilot using a radio-controlled stick. The United 
States manufactured 15,000 drones for anti-aircraft practice at 
a plant in Southern California during the war, and the career of 
a woman then known as Norma Jean Dougherty, later Marilyn 
Monroe, was launched when an Army magazine published a 
photograph of her working in a drone factory. During the 
Vietnam War, unmanned craft were programmed to fly a 
particular route and take still photographs. 

All this activity took place on the margins of warfare. The 
great problem afflicting drones was a lack of endurance in the 
air. The things kept crashing. That was the defect Karem set 
out to fix. 

Karem wanted to increase the endurance of drones, some 
of which were crashing every 20 hours, by a factor of 100. 

Karem was born in Baghdad, the son of a Jewish 
merchant who moved the family to Israel in 1951. He 
developed an early fascination with building aircraft and 
gravitated toward drones in the early 1970s when Israeli 
aviation engineers tried to satisfy an operational need for real-
time, front-line intelligence. 

“My preoccupation with UAVs continued for 30 years,” 
Karem said. 

After leaving the Israeli air force and working for a 
defense contractor, Karem grew frustrated at his efforts to start 
his own business building drones in Israel and thought he 
would have more success in California. 

The flight of the Albatross led Karem, with the support of 
DARPA, to develop the Amber drone, which was stocked with 
custom-built components, including a powerful flight control 
computer, and could be configured for surveillance or attack 
missions. He also developed a lower-technology, export 
version called the Gnat 750. 

Karem’s drones were met with some skepticism. The 
military, he said, thought “they were skinny in shape” and 
unlikely to be robust enough for operations. 

“Luckily for me, industry didn’t take my efforts all that 
seriously until Amber” proved successful, Karem said. 

Karem began to scale up to full production but found 
himself overextended financially when the military decided 
not to pursue large-scale development of the Amber. Karem 
sold his company to Hughes Aircraft, which, in turn, sold it to 
General Atomics, a privately held firm that earns an estimated 
$600 million per year from defense contracts. Karem remained 
on as a consultant. 

In 1993, James Woolsey, then the new director of the 
CIA, found himself frustrated by the intelligence from 
satellites flying over Bosnia. He had known Karem for several 
years and turned to General Atomics and Karem for a vehicle 
that could provide what drone builders call a “persistent 
stare.” Pentagon experts had said it would take years and 
many millions to develop a prototype. 

The Gnat 750, operated from an abandoned airfield in 
Albania, first flew over Bosnia in February 1994. 

“I could sit in my office, call up a classified channel and 
in an early version of e-mail type messages to a guy in 
Albania asking him to zoom in on things,” Woolsey said. 

The data had a long way to go to reach Woolsey. It was 
relayed from the Gnat to a manned aircraft and then to the 
ground station and then to a satellite and from there to CIA 
headquarters in Langley. 

To streamline the process, and fit in a satellite 
communications system, General Atomics enlarged the 
airframe and added a bulbous nose to the Gnat’s fuselage. 

The Predator A was born. It first flew in July 1994. 
By then, Karem had moved on. He later helped develop a 

drone helicopter, the A160 Hummingbird, a venture that was 
acquired by Boeing in 2004. 

He has abandoned drones to pursue a new dream at his 
offices in Lake Forest: A Boeing 737-size passenger plane 
capable of taking off vertically and landing like a helicopter. 
Such an advance, Karem said, would scupper the need for 
high-speed rail and allow planes to commute between the 
downtowns of different cities. 

Karem calls it an “aerotrain,” and the 74-year-old wants it 
built before he retires. 

“I never fail,” he said. 
View Gallery (17 Photos)  
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43. U.S. Navy Week In Review Dec. 17-23, 2011 
(YOUTUBE 23 DEC 11) ... U.S. Navy 

Welcome to this week's U.S. Navy multimedia production 
featuring selected images from around the fleet received 
during the week of Dec. 17 – Dec. 23, 2011. 

The images represent the work of the many naval 
photographers deployed worldwide and submitted to Navy 
Visual News Service. For access to more than 100,000 high 

resolution photos visit: 
    http://www.navy.mil/view_photos_top.asp  and 
http://www.flickr.com/photos/usnavy/      

View U.S. Navy YouTube Channel  
View Clip (RT: 2:04) 
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OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
44. Don’t Go After Military Pensions 
(NEW YORK TIMES 27 DEC 11) ... Darrell Driver, Jin Pak and Kyle Jette 

WASHINGTON - As the nation’s budget pressures 
prompt officials to scour the Defense Department for cuts, one 
tantalizing target is the military retirement system. The 
Pentagon has reportedly been considering replacing the 
guaranteed pension that, for more than a century, has been a 
fundamental compact between the United States and its 
soldiers, in favor of a market-based 401(k) approach. But this 
would be a grave mistake, a disincentive to future volunteers 
and a threat to national security.  

Needless to say, there are critical differences between the 
civilian and military work forces. Soldiers who have risked 
their lives for our nation should not also have to risk their 
retirement savings in stocks. But there are many more 
mundane sacrifices required of career service members that 
also make it hard for them to build up the kind of wealth — 
whether in their houses, their careers or the careers of their 
spouses — that cushions civilian retirees from the whims of 
the market.  

Service members are often required to move, for example, 
which hinders their ability to build home equity. Many have to 
put off purchasing homes, and those who do buy do not have 
the option of choosing not to move if their mortgages become 
underwater. For this reason, the housing crash of recent years 
has hit service families especially hard.  

Frequent moves also make it hard for service members’ 
spouses to find work and progress in their own careers. This is 
most likely a primary reason that median household incomes 
for military families are lower than those of their civilian 
counterparts.  

Most important, the unique skills people learn on the 
battlefield do not easily translate into private sector 
employment, and many military retirees struggle to find new 
work. While the officer who managed a military transportation 
hub might anticipate an equivalent job from a civilian firm, 
and while a young private who served one deployment could 
relatively easily return to school or an entry-level job, an 

infantry sergeant first class who has spent a decade or more on 
multiple deployments to the world’s most dangerous places 
would not find the same ready options.  

For these individuals, there can be a significant financial 
cost to agreeing to remain in military service beyond the years 
when it would be easiest to make the transition to more 
marketable civilian jobs. But these are the people the military 
needs, and needs to retain.  

The military pension helps compensate for their 
sacrifices. Soldiers and their families are more willing to put 
off other careers, and to accept frequent displacement, lower 
earnings and even the risk of being ordered back to active duty 
after beginning new careers, because of the promise of future 
compensation. The guaranteed pension is one of the biggest 
incentives keeping talented people in the military.  

No one knows for sure how a shift to a 401(k) model 
would affect these families and their decisions to remain in 
military service. But we do know that there is a spike in 
retirements once soldiers complete the 20-year minimum to 
qualify for full pensions, and we can only assume that these 
people would retire far sooner without them. And it’s likely 
that many would not join up at all.  

As policy makers continue their deliberations on military 
spending cuts — which are scheduled to begin again next 
month — they must keep the unique nature of military service 
in mind when they look to the costs and benefits of the 
retirement plan. And they should remember that no one 
imagined, back in the 1970s, that our all-volunteer force 
would last this long. Most believed that conscription would 
again be needed if the nation ever engaged in a significant 
conflict. The United States military has proved them wrong so 
far, but we should not underestimate the role the guaranteed 
pension has played in its resilience.  

Darrell Driver, Jin Pak and Kyle Jette are lieutenant 
colonels in the United States Army.  
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45. F-35 Production A Troubling Example Of Pentagon Spending 
Production History Of The F-35 Is A Troubling Example Of Pentagon Spending 
(WASHINGTON POST 26 DEC 11) ... Walter Pincus 

There are 56 F-35 Lightning II Joint Strike Fighters being 
assembled at Lockheed Martin’s facility in Fort Worth. But 
because only 20 percent of the testing for the most advanced 

fighter-bomber in U.S. history is completed, each will 
probably have to get million-dollar-or-more fixes later. 

The F-35 is already the most costly U.S. weapons 
program underway at about $385 billion. But that figure may 
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go higher with overrun of the per-plane contract price for the 
56 craft being assembled — along with the future 
multimillion-dollar fixes likely to be required for them — and 
the 15 F-35s completed but not yet delivered to the military 
services. 

The plane is being built with the most sophisticated 
stealth technology, but initial flight tests have turned up hot 
spots and cracks associated with metal and composites used on 
most new aircraft. The development of the software 
controlling the F-35’s major warfighting functions, the most 
complex ever planned for an airplane, has been delayed so that 
the last block will not be introduced to the aircraft until at least 
June 2015. 

Earlier this month, Vice Adm. David J. Venlet, executive 
officer for the F-35 program, said in an interview with the 
online service AOL that he recommended slowing down 
current production lines to reduce the replacement costs that 
will be necessary in aircraft produced before testing is 
completed. 

Production had already been slowed twice. Then-Defense 
Secretary Robert M. Gates pushed back the building of 122 
aircraft in February 2010 as problems became apparent, and 
again in January as he lowered near-term production for 
another 124 planes, boosting future production needs.  

Sen. John McCain (R-Ariz.) took the Senate floor on Dec. 
15 and described the F-35 fighter program as “a mess.” 

What upset the senator was not just that the cost of each 
plane had risen nearly 100 percent from its original estimate of 
$69 million to $133 million today, or the fact that testing was 
only 20 percent complete while more than 90 planes had 
already been bought, or the fact that software — key to 80 
percent of the stealth plane’s warfighting capability — 
wouldn’t be ready for another four years. 

It was, he said, that the Pentagon had “sold this program 
as a fifth-generation strike fighter that would — more so than 
any other major defense procurement program — be cost-
effectively developed, procured, operated and supported.”  

McCain faulted the Pentagon for using what he called “a 
concurrent development strategy to procure a high-risk 
weapon system.” Production of the first airplanes began as 
testing was in its infancy.  

McCain said the Pentagon was attempting “generational 
leaps in capability” but at the same time moving before the 
underlying design was stable. Developing needed technologies 
and being able to integrate them remain risky and 
manufacturing processes are still “immature,” he said.  

A Government Accountability Office report from April 
said the forecast was for “about 10,000 more [engineering 
design] changes through January 2016.” The GAO added, 
“We expect this number to go up given new forecasts for 
additional testing and extension of system development until 
2018.” 

Making this initially a cost-plus contract was “a recipe for 
disaster,” according to McCain, who noted that development 
costs alone have topped $56 billion. 

At a time when government discretionary budgets — 
including defense — face sharp reductions over the coming 
decade, the F-35 story is a troubling example of Pentagon 
spending.  

By January, when the new Defense Department budget 
will go up to Capitol Hill, it is expected that the current cost 
estimate per F-35 will again increase, while production will be 
slowed to limit future fixes.  

At the beginning of the program, there were to be 3,000 
F-35s built, since it would replace the fighter-bombers in each 
of the three services and also be sold to foreign allies. 

For the Air Force, the conventional takeoff and landing F-
35A would replace the F-16 and the A-10 and add to the 
stealth F-22A. The Navy’s version, the F-35C, was to be 
carrier-suitable and complement the F-18E/F Super Hornet. 
The Marines wanted the F-35B, a short takeoff and vertical 
landing version, to replace the F/A-18C/D and AV-8B Harrier 
aircraft. 

In March 2004, when development problems caused the 
Defense Department to extend time and increase projected 
costs, the Navy and Marine Corps cut their number of the 
planes by 400, reducing the total U.S. purchase to 2,457.  

The Simpson-Bowles deficit-reduction commission in 
December called for eliminating the Marine Corps vertical-lift 
version, which has had serious development issues, and 
canceling 600 planes planned for the Air Force and Navy, 
using instead new F-18s or F-16s. The panel’s reasoning: The 
Pentagon “does not need an entire fleet with the stealthy 
capabilities” provided by the F-35. 

In his new book, “The Wounded Giant,” Brookings 
Institution senior fellow Michael O’Hanlon calls for cutting 
the overall purchase to 1,250, canceling the more costly Navy 
version, reducing the Marine Corps F-35Bs by 10 percent or 
more, and limiting the Air Force to 800 F-35As. The 
difference would be made up by buying more F-16s and 
recognizing the role of unmanned aircraft. 

There is a cautionary tale to be found in what happened to 
the F-22. When concept development of that stealth fighter 
began in 1986, the Soviet Union was the enemy and the Air 
Force needed 750 of the planes for the air-to-air superiority 
mission. By 1991, when the first development contract was 
signed, the Soviet Union had collapsed . By 2006, the Air 
Force cut its needs to 381 F-22s and added air-to-ground 
attack and intelligence-gathering capabilities. 

In 2009, faced with several crashes and other problems, 
plus the oncoming F-35, Gates limited the purchase to 187 F-
22s. Reasons given for ending the F-22 program were cost 
overruns and budget restraints.  

Ironically, the last F-22 came off the Lockheed assembly 
line just two weeks ago and is to be delivered to the Air Force 
next year. Considered a more capable air-to-air combat fighter 
than the F-35, F-22s have been sent to the Pacific, where their 
intelligence-gathering is considered useful. Air Force 
testimony on Capitol Hill in May put the cost of the last F-22s 
at $153.2 million per aircraft and noted that upgrades were 
still being made to the plane’s software.  

Changes in the 20 years between 1986 and 2006 caused a 
reduction of almost half the original F-22s sought. We should 
expect no less to happen between now and 2021. Prepare for 
that by limiting the F-35 purchases and looking into new 
technologies to plan what the future mix of manned and 
unmanned aircraft could be to meet the threats of 2031. 

Return to Index 
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46. The Colder War: U.S., Russia And Others Are Vying For Control Of Santa’s Back Yard 
(WASHINGTON POST 25 DEC 11) ... Heather A. Conley 

Santa Claus may see you when you’re sleeping, but 
NORAD makes sure it sees Santa pretty much round-the-
clock. The North American Aerospace Defense Command not 
only follows Saint Nick’s sleigh ride with its famous NORAD 
Tracks Santa site, but it is also involved in a struggle over 
resources, border control and broader military presence right 
in Santa’s vast and magnificent home: the Arctic. 

In April, President Obama signed a new command plan 
that gives NORAD and the U.S. Northern Command greater 
responsibility in protecting the North Pole and U.S. Arctic 
territory. 

The Arctic region — covering more than 30 million 
square kilometers and stretching around the territorial borders 
of Canada, Denmark (via Greenland), Norway, Russia and the 
United States by way of the Alaskan coastline — is 
transforming before our eyes. And not just because the ice is 
melting. It’s increasingly the site of military posturing, and the 
United States isn’t keeping up with the rest of the world. 

In 2009, Norway moved its operational command to its 
northern territories above the Arctic Circle. Russia has plans 
to establish a brigade that is specially equipped and prepared 
for military warfare in Arctic conditions. Denmark has made it 
a strategic priority to form an Arctic Command. Canada is set 
to revitalize its Arctic fleet, including spending $33 billion to 
build 28 vessels over the next 30 years. Even China has 
entered the Arctic race; it constructed the world’s largest non-
nuclear icebreaker to conduct scientific research in the Arctic. 

September marked the lowest recorded levels of sea ice in 
the Northern Polar Region. The polar ice cap today is 40 
percent smaller than it was in 1979, and in the summer of 
2007 alone, 1 million more square miles of ice beyond the 
average melted, uncovering an area of open water six times 
the size of California. As quickly as the polar ice cap recedes, 
commercial opportunities in the resource-rich Arctic advance. 
The Arctic is governed by the U.N. convention on the Law of 
the Sea. That framework allows a coastal state to have 
exclusive economic control 200 miles off its coast — and 
possibly to extend authority 600 miles beyond, depending on 
certain scientific claims. 

In the 21st-century Arctic, large corporations and 
countries are racing to reach and capture the abundance of 
offshore oil and gas as well as iron ore, nickel, cooper, 
palladium and rare-earth minerals. The U.S. Energy 
Information Administration estimates that the Arctic contains 
13 percent of the world’s undiscovered oil resources and 
30 percent of its gas resources. And as the ice melts, cargo 
transport could increase from the 111,000 tons in 2010 to 
more than 1 million tons in 2012, according to some Russian 
estimates. 

It’s not just a natural-resources race. Cruise ships take 
eco-tourists to see the North Pole, stunning Arctic coastline 
vistas and endangered species such as beluga whales and polar 
bears — for $24,000 to $35,000 a head. In addition, 
international scientists search for climate-change clues in 
Arctic permafrost conditions, ice dynamics and glaciers. 
Fishing trawlers hunt for lucrative fish stocks. 

The Arctic has always been a grounds for competition, 
both over and under the ice. In the early 20th century, it was a 
race of great explorers and visionaries. The Canadian 

American Arctic explorer Vilhjalmur Stefansson, known as 
the “prophet of the North,” had the foresight to understand the 
Arctic’s strategic importance and economic potential despite a 
disastrous expedition. During World War II, the United States 
rushed to develop supply routes by air and by sea. The country 
needed to reach the Soviet front and fight off any possible 
Japanese invasion of Alaska. The Cold War Arctic meant 
racing to defend against and deter Soviet ballistic nuclear 
submarines, stealthily patrolling under the Arctic ice, and 
Soviet strategic bombers flying over it. 

U.S. security interests in the Arctic today are a dim 
reflection of that bipolar Cold War era. Yet much of the 
security infrastructure remaining in Alaska, rusted and largely 
abandoned, was constructed in the 1950s and 1960s. In the 
Arctic, the United States has had trouble updating its strategy. 
The most definitive declaration of U.S. policy toward the 
Arctic is a presidential directive, signed by President George 
W. Bush in January 2009. Following an extensive interagency 
effort, the directive outlines some of the most pressing U.S. 
security interests in the region: missile defense and early-
warning systems; strategic deterrence and maritime security 
operations; maintaining freedom of navigation; and preventing 
terrorist attacks. It also addresses governance of the 
internationally controlled region, scientific cooperation, 
environmental issues and economic developments. 

But the U.S. strategies and policy statements about the 
Arctic are poor substitutes for action in the Arctic. And that’s 
where the United States falls flat. The Coast Guard has no 
operating bases or stations above the Arctic Circle in Alaska. 
That means that any search-and-rescue or maritime 
deployment in the U.S. Arctic Sea is delayed by at least eight 
hours by air and days by sea. Today, the United States has 
only one medium-duty operational icebreaker in commission, 
the Coast Guard Cutter Healy. The Coast Guard’s entire 
inventory of such vessels includes two heavy icebreakers, 
Polar Sea and Polar Star, both of which are not operational. 
The future of this fleet is in Congress’s hands, where the 
House and Senate are wrangling over funding decisions. 

The security cost of the limited capability of the United 
States in the Arctic became clear this month. Officials in 
Nome, Alaska, needed a Russian tanker to deliver an 
emergency shipment of fuel when the city was blocked by sea 
ice, shifted by a strong winter storm. To escort the tanker, the 
Coast Guard ship Healy had to be diverted from a scientific 
mission. It is scheduled to break an ice channel for the tanker 
once the Russian vessel is cleared to enter the Alaskan port 
and will facilitate the tanker’s return to open water. 

This past summer, Sweden decided to recall its 
icebreaker, which was leased to the U.S. government, leaving 
the United States unable to reach and resupply its scientific 
station in the other polar region, the Antarctic. Alaskan Lt. 
Gov. Mead Treadwell (R) recently told Congress that “without 
action, America is putting its national security on the line, and 
we are going to miss the opportunities of the Arctic while 
watching other nations advance.” 

Treadwell isn’t just being alarmist. Five years ago, Russia 
fired cruise missiles over the Arctic in a summer military 
exercise, resumed surface naval patrols in Arctic waters in 
2008, reinforced its strategic nuclear forces in the North, and 
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is currently building eight ballistic missile submarines planned 
to be completed by 2015. Last year, two Russian strategic 
bombers carried out a routine patrol mission over the Arctic 
and Atlantic oceans and were shadowed by a large number of 
NATO jet fighters, the first time in recent memory that such a 
large NATO response occurred. 

The 21st-century Arctic will require strong coordination 
among the Arctic coastal states, other nations in close 
proximity to the Arctic such as Sweden, Iceland and Finland, 
and Arctic indigenous populations. That is why those 
countries created the Arctic Council in 1996 to support 
international cooperation on environmental protection and 
sustainable development. However, the council’s mandate 
forbids it to discuss military or security matters. Although four 
out of the five coastal states are members of NATO, that is the 
last organization that Russia would like to see enhance its 
presence in the Arctic. Yet the longer there is an ad-hoc 
approach to Arctic security, the greater the risk of 

misunderstandings, miscommunications and accidents in this 
dark, ice-covered and hostile region. 

An Inuit proverb suggests that “only when the ice breaks 
will you truly know who is your friend and who is your 
enemy.” The United States will find out who its allies and 
rivals will be in the Arctic sooner rather than later. Fifty years 
ago, securing and controlling the Arctic was a national 
imperative. In the 21st-century Arctic, the challenges are just 
as relevant and real, although quite different from preventing a 
Japanese invasion or stopping a Soviet missile. And the 
United States needs to act before the opportunity, like the ice, 
melts away. 

Heather A. Conley is the director of the Europe program 
at the Center for Strategic and International Studies and a 
former deputy assistant secretary of state. She is the author of 
“A New Security Architecture for the Arctic: An American 
Perspective,” forthcoming from CSIS. 
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47. Analysis: What's The Plan If North Korea Collapses? 
(REUTERS 23 DEC 11) ... Bill Tarrant and Raju Gopalakrishnan 

SEOUL -- North Korea appears to be making an orderly 
transition after the death of leader Kim Jong-il last week, but 
the risk of collapse is higher than before and regional powers 
need to start discussing that contingency with China, 
diplomats and analysts say. 

The problem is China refuses to contemplate any 
unraveling of North Korea which has nuclear ambitions and is 
its long-term ally. Beijing has rebuffed such overtures from 
the United States, Japan and South Korea. 

"Secret talks with China to plan for contingencies have 
long been overdue," said Douglas Paal, vice president for 
studies at the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace in 
a paper this week. 

"Beijing has been reluctant to engage in this kind of 
dialogue, although Chinese thinkers have increasingly 
acknowledged privately the need for such an authoritative 
conversation." 

Yet little evidence has emerged that such talks have taken 
place or are being planned, despite a flurry of discussions 
between the four countries in the aftermath of Kim's death last 
Saturday. 

Japanese Prime Minister Yoshihiko Noda travels to 
Beijing at the weekend, but it is unlikely that China would 
entertain anything more than platitudes. No contingency plan 
can be coordinated without China's agreement, since it borders 
North Korea and supplies much of its food and fuel. 

Christopher Hill, a former envoy to the six-party talks on 
North Korea nuclear disarmament, said it was difficult to raise 
North Korean instability scenarios with China. 

"The Chinese are always skittish about these things," he 
said, adding that the disclosure of secret U.S. diplomatic 
cables by WikiLeaks have made them especially wary of 
contingency planning. 

Still, the transition of power in North Korea from the 
departed "Dear Leader," Kim Jong-il, to his son, the "Great 
Successor" Kim Jong-un, is going smoothly so far. 

"We hope it stays that well," said Pentagon spokesman 
George Little. "We have not seen any unusual North Korean 

troop movements since the death of Kim Jong-il. That would 
be one indicator of a less than smooth transition." 

The real worry is further down the road if a contest for 
power develops and piles stresses on a state that is already 
perilously close to economic collapse. 

China, the United States and other regional powers 
around the peninsula may face a number of daunting scenarios 
if the transition goes badly over the medium term. These could 
include civil conflict, a mass exodus of refugees, military 
mutiny, lost control of the North's small nuclear arsenal or 
military attack. 

A Change In China? 
China is however undergoing its own leadership transition 

in 2012 and down the line it's not impossible that there may be 
some changes in its steadfast refusal to work with the United 
States and its allies on contingency planning for North Korea. 

In one Feb 22, 2010 cable by then U.S. ambassador to 
Seoul Kathleen Stephens, a top South Korean diplomat cited 
private conversations with two high-level Chinese officials 
who said China could live with a reunified Korea under the 
control of South Korea. 

The then South Korean vice foreign minister, Chun Yung-
woo, who was also a delegate at the six-party talks, said the 
two Chinese officials told him privately that China "would 
clearly not welcome any U.S. military presence north of the 
Demilitarized Zone in the event of a collapse." 

But the Chinese officials told him Beijing "would be 
comfortable with a reunified Korea controlled by Seoul and 
anchored to the United States in a 'benign alliance' - as long as 
Korea was not hostile towards China." 

The United States maintains 28,500 troops in South Korea 
and remains the Supreme Commander of unified American 
and South Korean troops in the event of a crisis with the 
North. 

Chun, now the South Korean president's national security 
adviser, did not respond to a request for comment. 

Chun also told the U.S. ambassador in that cable that 
China would not militarily intervene in the event of a North 
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Korea collapse, and he expected that to happen within two to 
three years after the death of Kim Jong-il. 

The alleged remarks from the two Chinese diplomats do 
not represent China's official position on North Korea. But 
China's ability to influence North Korea is sometimes over-
estimated. In April 2009, He Yafei, then China's vice foreign 
minister, told a U.S. diplomat in Beijing that North Korea 
acted like a "spoiled child" to attract U.S. attention through 
steps such as firing a three-stage rocket over Japan. 

The official line from Beijing, repeated during a visit by 
Kim Jong-il to China in May, is that the relationship remains 
"sealed in blood" of the allies that fought together in the 
Korean War. 

"For China, the core imperative remains the avoidance of 
anything that might compromise North Korea's stability," said 
Sarah McDowall, an analyst at IHS Jane's. 

"Occasionally, however, when North Korea commits 
particularly blatant provocations, this priority comes into 
conflict with another of China's over-riding diplomatic 
objectives - its desire to be seen as a responsible global player. 
China's behavior with regards to North Korea in recent years 
has been a struggle to balance these two objectives." 

Peaceful Reunification 
In another Wikileaks cable from Astana, Kazakhstan on 

June 8, 2009, Chinese ambassador Cheng Guoping told his 
U.S. counterpart Richard Hoagland that China opposes North 
Korea's nuclear tests and hopes for peaceful reunification of 
the peninsula over the long term. 

Cheng said China's objectives in North Korea were to 
ensure their commitments on non-proliferation, maintain 
stability, and 'don't drive (Kim Jong-il) mad,'" Hoagland said 
in the cable. 

John Park, at the United States Institute of Peace in 
Washington, used a medical analogy to describe the difference 
in the U.S. and Chinese approaches. 

"The way contingency planning is framed by the U.S. is, 
'Let us coordinate so that if the North Korean state does 
collapse we can harvest the organs, and we think they should 
be implanted in a unified Korea, and the more the U.S. and 
China coordinate on this, the more smooth and stable it will 
be.' 

"Whereas China's view is, 'Why would you wait for until 
the patient dies? Why wouldn't you prevent the death of the 

regime.' So there the Chinese are adopting almost this 
preventive medicine approach." 

Jia Qingguo, professor of international relations at Peking 
University, said prospects for political stability in North Korea 
were bleak and interested powers needed "to step up 
communications, especially now the risks of a crisis are quite 
high." 

The loyalty of those around the "Great Successor" is 
difficult to ascertain, Jia said. 

"Add to that all the many problems, domestic and 
external, confronting North Korea. In these circumstances, I 
think it's very difficult to say whether Kim Jong-un will be 
able to master the political apparatus." 

Kim Jong-un, who is in his late 20s, has little experience. 
His father Kim Jong-il had 20 years to prepare for rule under 
the tutelage of his father, Kim Il-sung, the charismatic 
founding father of the North Korean state. 

Analysts have said senior officers were replaced after 
young Kim was made a four-star general last year, though he 
had never served in the military. 

Issues that need to be urgently addressed in contingency 
planning include how to provide aid in the face of a collapse 
or crisis, and how to ensure the safety of the North's nuclear 
materials, Jia said. 

"I think from the viewpoint of China and the United 
States, it may be up to one of them to assume control of the 
nuclear weapons and avoid proliferation." 

A former Japanese diplomat who dealt with North Korean 
issues, Hitoshi Tanaka, questioned whether any measures 
would be effective in the event of "internal domestic turmoil" 
in North Korea. 

South Korea, China, Japan and the United States "are very 
busy collecting and exchanging information and comparing 
notes" about North Korea's future, but that information is 
"very, very limited." 

"It is extremely important...to let China work in the most 
constructive way, because clearly, China is the last resort in 
the context of helping North Korea," he said. 

Additional reporting by Chris Buckley in Beijing, Paul 
Eckert and Warren Strobel in Washington, Linda Sieg in 
Tokyo and Jack Kim in Seoul. 
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48. EXCERPTS FROM BLOGS AROUND THE WORLD 
(PUBLISHED 23 – 26 DEC 11) 

 
War of 1812 Bicentennial Commemoration Update by 

ADM J.C. Harvey, Jr. from U.S. Fleet Forces Command 
Blog, December 22 

With the War of 1812 Bicentennial quickly approaching, I 
want to give you a brief update on our Navy’s 
commemoration program and then share a document with you 
I recently received from a member of my staff. 

The War of 1812 Commemoration program is on track 
and we’re making good progress. The Naval History & 
Heritage Command (NHHC) did an excellent job building the 
commemoration program and putting all the pieces in place 

over the past two years to get us where we are today. Fleet 
Forces now has the lead (with NHHC support) and we’ll be 
executing a very robust program of events. 

Our Navy has partnered with many cities and 
communities across the nation as well as national and 
international non-profit organizations such as Operation Sail 
(OpSail), the Navy League, the Naval Historical Foundation, 
and the International Council of Air Shows (ICAS), to 
commemorate our nation’s “second war of independence.” 
There will be celebrations in many cities across our nation 
with “Signature Events” in New York, Baltimore, Norfolk, 
New Orleans, Boston, Chicago, and Cleveland. The Signature 
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Events are the largest of the planned events and will include 
aviation displays, aerial demonstration by our Navy’s Blue 
Angels and Leap Frogs (our Navy’s parachute team), 
participation from U.S. Navy, U.S. Coast Guard and foreign 
Naval ships, as well as some of the world’s largest and most 
impressive Tall Ships. 

For those of you in the Hampton Roads area, our Norfolk 
commemoration will take place next June and there will be 
plenty to see and do. Virginia Beach will host the event’s air 
show with our Blue Angels on 2-3 June, and Norfolk and the 
Port of Hampton Roads will host our Navy and foreign 
military ships as well as the OpSail flotilla of Tall Ships from 
6-12 June 2012 in conjunction with Norfolk’s annual 
Harborfest celebration. Our Navy has been working very 
closely with the region to coordinate these events and I’m 
certain you will not be disappointed. 

You can stay up to date with all the War of 1812 events 
by checking the commemoration website at 
www.ourflagwasstillthere.org. 

Finally, attached is a transcript of correspondence 
between Secretary of the Navy Paul Hamilton and 
Commodore John Rodgers (the first of many Naval officers 
from the famed Rodgers dynasty) shortly before the Congress 
declared war on Great Britain. The dialogue, particularly from 
Rodgers, gives a good sense of what they were thinking 
(strategically and tactically) at the onset of the war. Rodgers, 
the battle-hardened veteran of the First Barbary War, was of 
course supremely confident in our small Navy’s ability to 
outthink and defeat the much larger British Navy. In fact, 
despite the overwhelming odds against our Navy, our Sailors 
and Officers remained confident and determined to win 
throughout the entire war (and I truly believe that made the 
difference!). As I read the document, I realized not much has 
changed over the years; our Sailors today are just as confident, 
skilled, and have the same fighting spirit as the many who 
have served before us. 

 
Sailors Will See Improved Opportunities As Force 

Balance Improves by Vice. Adm Scott Van Buskirk from 
Navy Live, December 24 

The following blog was written by Chief of Naval 
Personnel, Vice Adm. Scott Van Buskirk 

The Sailors in our Navy today are truly the “cream of the 
crop.” Sailors are increasingly looking at the Navy as a great 
long-term career choice, and the Navy is committed to 
retaining the best trained, most capable, and most highly 
motivated force for the future. Programs like Perform-to-Serve 
(PTS) and the Enlisted Retention Board (ERB) have enabled 
those mutual objectives. 

While increased retention over the past decade can be 
partially attributed to the current economy, many additional 
factors such as work-life balance initiatives and improved 
compensation have made the Navy a very attractive career 
choice. However, this unusually high retention has been 
uneven across all Navy ratings. Some ratings are overmanned 
due to force structure reductions and the national 
unemployment posture, resulting in higher retention. At the 
same time, there is persistent undermanning in some technical 
ratings where employment demand in the civilian market 
remains high. Some hardworking, experienced Sailors are not 
able to advance due to overmanning in their ratings, and 

Sailors in some undermanned ratings are experiencing 
unusually high operational demands to meet Navy 
requirements. 

To help in balancing uneven retention, Navy is utilizing a 
range of force management measures to retain Sailors in the 
right mix of ratings and experience. In addition to our 
voluntary early separation programs, PTS is our primary 
system used to manage the force to ensure our highest-
performing Sailors have the opportunity to convert, reenlist 
and advance. Overmanning in some ratings was so high that 
PTS was becoming overburdened and was not as effective as 
it needs to be. The ERB was held to retain our highest quality 
Sailors across each of our 31 most overmanned ratings. 

We have made significant progress in rebalancing the 
Force this year. Through PTS, 1,052 Sailors were converted 
from overmanned to undermanned ratings in the past year. 
The ERB will further reduce overmanning in 31 specific 
ratings resulting in additional PTS and advancement 
opportunity. Top performers in every rating and year group 
will now have an opportunity for reenlistment approval, even 
when a rating is overmanned. The improved rating balance has 
also stabilized advancement opportunity Fleet-wide; we will 
see increased E4/5/6 advancement opportunities in the coming 
advancement cycles. Advancements in these ratings are 
projected to be above the Navy-wide average for the next two 
to three cycles, after which they will fall more in line with 
historical advancement rates. As a result of our force 
management actions, Navy opportunities for top performing 
Sailors are actually increasing and manning in ratings 
chronically undermanned is improving. These steps to 
maintain a balanced force are benefiting the entire Fleet. 

 
U.S. Navy Seabees Building Bridges from Navy Live, 

December 22 
At any given time, nearly 2,500 Navy Seabees are 

deployed to about 25 different locations around the globe, 
providing support to combatant commanders. 

Seabees provide a wide range of construction in support 
of operating forces, including roads, bridges, bunkers, airfields 
and logistics bases. Their military skills enable them to protect 
themselves and their construction projects wherever they go. 
In addition to their wartime mission, Seabees are the Navy’s 
goodwill ambassadors, building friendships as well as 
construction projects as part of U.S. efforts to promote peace 
and prevent war through humanitarian and disaster recovery 
missions. These missions support the Navy’s goals of 
preventing conflict, promoting regional stability and 
protecting coalition interests. 

“Seabees are playing a critical role in building 
positive relationships with communities and local 
governments all over the world. Their engagement with 
local populations often opens doors for future 
collaborations as we look to gain trust and establish 
mutual respect among these nations.” 

— RADM Mark A. Handley, Commander, FIRST 
Naval Construction Division. 
The Seabees of Naval Mobile Construction Battalion 133 

recently completed a deployment to the island of Pohnpei, 
where they repaired a school, a library and a mental health 
facility. In the process, they operated an apprentice program to 
teach construction skills to local residents. These efforts will 
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help improve the education and employment opportunities for 
Pohnpei’s youth. Helping make the world a better place is part 
of what Seabees do every day. 

View Clip (RT: 12:12) 
Reserve Seabees of Navy Mobile Construction Battalion 

(NMCB) 23 currently embarked aboard High Speed Vessel 
(HSV 2) Swift, recently made repairs to the schools and 
clinics in El Salvador, Dominican Republic and Guatemala 
during Southern Partnership Station 2012. Southern 
Partnership Station is an annual deployment of U.S. ships to 
the U.S. Southern Command area of responsibility in the 
Caribbean, Central and South America. 

View Gallery (6 Photos) 
 
Asia Security Watch: The Enigma of AirSea Battle by 

Adam Elkus from Japan Security Watch (The New Pacific 
Insititute), December 22 

Air Sea Battle is taking center stage in the emerging 
American Pacific regional military strategy. Now that the 
concept has acquired new-found fame, it has also similarly 
acquired enemies. Marine Corps War College Professor James 
Lacey is the latest to attack AirSea Battle as a operational 
concept elevated to strategy. Bryan McGrath of Information 
Dissemination has counterattacked in a recent blog post. But 
there’s the thing: what is AirSea Battle? 

Unlike AirLand Battle, its Cold War namesake, AirSea 
Battle is not clearly defined in a doctrinal publication. There is 
no equivalent of FM 100-5: Blueprint for the AirLand Battle. 
AirSea Battle is a nebulous joint concept promoted in military 
journals, a paper by the Center for Strategic Budgetary 
Assessments looking at an operational solution for access 
problems in the Pacific, and a multi-service office. There’s 
also a Joint Operational Access Concept, which is not 
necessarily the same thing as an AirSea Battle concept. 

So what is AirSea Battle? In the absence of any further 
information it is probably what its proponents say it is: a 
military operational concept for dealing with the ability of 
certain states and groups to prevent the United States from 
entering conflict areas. These groups use a variety of forms of 
standoff weaponry in both land, sea, and air. While it is 
strongly suggestive that this concept does, in fact, refer to 
China, it should be observed that there are other maritime 
areas in which anti-access and area denial threats exist. AirSea 
Battle is not a strategy, and it is hard to find anyone who has 
referred to it as such. 

There is, somewhat of a similarity to AirLand Battle in 
that putting both into operation puts some incongruities of 
policy into sharp relief. AirLand Battle leveraged emerging 
military capabilities for deep attack, such as the Assault 
Breaker and Follow-On Forces Attack, just as AirSea Battle 
would presumably benefit from increased investment in long-
range strike across longer operational distances. But lost in 
AirLand Battle nostalgia is the fact that it was necessitated by 
two unpleasant facts: overwhelming Soviet conventional 
superiority and the political (not necessarily military) 
desirability of a forward defense. And there was also the dicey 
matter of engaging in a massive conventional war with a 
nuclear power, a power that knew that we had previously 
refused to rule out first use of nuclear weapons to offset 
conventional weakness. AirLand Battle was the lynchpin of a 
potential military strategy of conventional defense in 

Northeast Europe and a policy that Western Europe would be 
maintained free of Soviet expansion. But that military strategy 
was always precarious. 

Similarly, AirSea Battle, at least in the Pacific, is part of 
an overall military strategy that supports the US policy goals 
of maintaining its own access to the maritime commons of 
East Asia and maintaining the balance that has allows the 
structured ambiguity of American, Chinese, and Taiwanese 
understandings of the One China Policy to continue. Of 
course, given that the anti-ship missiles are themselves located 
deep inland and supported by C4ISR battle networks, the crux 
of AirSea Battle could hinge on striking both. It remains 
uncertain whether the US would be realistically commit to 
such an escalation, or whether it would be wise. 

Either way, much of the current debate about AirSea 
Battle is at this point either speculation or a proxy for a more 
existential battle in Washington: the Pentagon budget wars. 
The parameters of the concept will continue to evolve, 
unfortunately dating most writing on it (including this post, 
perhaps). 

 
Your Move, Beijing: Big Year Ahead for Chinese 

Navy by David Axe from AOL Defense, December 23 
At a meeting in Beijing in December, Chinese president 

Hu Jintao had a powerful message for officials from the 
People's Liberation Army Navy. "Prepare for war," Hu said, 
using a Mandarin term -- junshi douzheng -- that means 
"conflict in general." 

Amplified and misrepresented by the foreign media, Hu's 
words echoed across Asia and the Pacific Ocean, alarming 
observers in Japan, India and other nations and eliciting a cool 
response from the U.S. Navy. "Nobody's looking for a scrap 
here," Capt. John Kirby, a Pentagon spokesman, told AFP. 
"Certainly we wouldn't begrudge any other nation the 
opportunity to develop naval forces." 

"Hu was highlighting the importance of continued naval 
modernization," pointed out M. Taylor Fravel, a professor of 
security studies at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology. 
The Chinese president's statement "does not refer to a desire to 
go war, much less preparations for specific combat 
operations," Fravel said. 

But the tizzy over Mandarin semantics belies a more 
serious issue. In a little less than a decade -- about as long as it 
takes the U.S. to fund, build and commission a single aircraft 
carrier -- the PLAN has evolved from a coastal defense force 
to the early stages of a blue-water navy worthy of concern. 

As part of its 11th five-year military plan beginning in 
2006, China has: commissioned dozens of new frigates, 
destroyers, submarines and amphibious ships; begun sea trials 
of the country's first aircraft carrier, the former Soviet Varyag; 
deployed ships overseas for the first time in modern Chinese 
history; and developed a "carrier-killer" system that combines 
ocean-surveillance satellites, drones and maneuverable Anti-
Ship Ballistic Missiles. 

The past few years have represented a "coming-out party 
for China as a great power on the rise," according to Andrew 
Erickson, a Naval War College analyst and author of an 
influential book series on the PLAN. 

While China has been flexing its newly-developed 
muscles, the Pentagon has been preoccupied with the wars in 
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Iraq and Afghanistan and, more recently, planning for as much 
as $1 trillion in budget cuts over the coming decade. 

Washington's reaction to Beijing's naval rearmament was 
belated, but forceful. In the last two years, the Pentagon has: 
increased its shipbuilding rate, including doubling submarine 
production; launched development of new naval robots, 
missiles and spacecraft; forged new basing agreements with 
several Western Pacific allies; and begun work on a new, 
combined naval and air strategy -- AirSea Battle -- aimed at 
restoring the U.S. military's proficiency in high-end warfare. 

Beijing's next moves in this escalating Pacific arms race 
could make previous developments seem minor in 
comparison. In 2012, the second year in a new five-year 
planning cycle, the Chinese navy is set to make potentially 
huge gains below, on and above the sea. New weapons, new 
operational doctrines and expanded support infrastructure for 
the PLAN could fulfill Hu's directive to "prepare for war." ---- 

AOL Defense spoke to several U.S.-based experts, asking 
them to anticipate developments for the coming year. 

Undersea 
According to the Congressional Research Service, China 

will probably commission two new submarines in 2012: a 
Type 094 nuclear-powered ballistic-missile submarine and a 
Type 041 diesel-electric attack submarine. 

That's consistent with the recent trend for PLAN sub 
production. Leaving aside a spike in submarine acquisition 
--caused by the purchase of Russian-built Kilo-class diesel 
attack boats in 2005 and 2006, Beijing has consistently bought 
two submarines per year, on average -- a rate equal to U.S. 
submarine production and one sufficient to sustain a long-term 
force of around 60 subs of all types. 

Short-range diesel boats account for the majority of 
Chinese acquisitions, underscoring the PLAN's continued 
focus on coastal defense plus offensive operations against 
regional competitors in and around the China Seas, including 
Japan, South Korea, The Philippines and, of course, Taiwan. 

China is not building a submarine force capable of global, 
blue-water operations -- and probably won't in 2012. "I don't 
think they know whether they want to make the full-up 
commitment it would take to do this [submarine] thing right," 
Owen Cote, Jr., an analyst at MIT, tells AOL Defense. 

That is not to say China won't make big improvements in 
undersea warfare in the coming year. But instead of expanding 
its sub fleet, the PLAN is increasingly focused on making 
better use of the submarines it already has. 

In the past, Chinese subs have spent very little time at sea. 
In 2005, no Chinese submarines spent more than a few days 
away from port, according to U.S. Navy documents obtained 
by the Federation of American Scientists. 

The number of sustained patrols increased to two in 2006 
and six in 2007. While still idle compared to the U.S. Navy's 
71 submarines and their roughly 100 annual patrols, the PLAN 
undersea force is now patrolling the China Seas in a 
meaningful way, and should continue doing so in 2012. "The 
main thing is they're going out more," Cote says. 

Surface 
The PLAN's rapidly-modernizing surface fleet has also 

been spending more time at sea. And in contrast to the 
regionally-focused submarine force, the surface navy also 
undertakes limited long-range deployments to the Indian 
Ocean for counter-piracy operations. 

CRS reports that China will probably launch at least six 
large vessels in 2012, including one Type 052C destroyers, 
three Type 054A frigates, a Type 071 amphibious transport 
and an underway replenishment ship similar to the U.S. 
Navy's T-AKE class. The PLAN possesses around 140 large 
warships, compared to the U.S. Navy's roughly 280. 

More strikingly, China could finally establish the foreign 
shore infrastructure to make blue-water operations routine in 
2012, as they are for the U.S. Navy. At the same time, the 
PLAN surface fleet will probably get involved in more large-
scale exercises meant to improve its ability to fight and win 
against a determined, high-tech opponent. 

In mid-December, Jean-Paul Adam, foreign minister of 
the Seychelles, an Indian Ocean island nation, said his 
government had invited China "to set up a military presence." 
That could get interesting since the U.S. Air Force operates 
Reaper drones from a Seychelles airfield. Beijing confirmed it 
would begin using the Seychelles for naval resupply but 
declined to characterize it as a "base." 

Even so, that development points to a surface fleet 
moving beyond merely churning our hardware and focusing 
on equally important, and arguably more difficult, operational 
and logistical challenges. 

Along those same lines, the coming year could also see at 
least one major naval exercise involving all three of the 
PLAN's geographic fleets: the North, East and South China 
Sea fleets. "It's not something done very often," notes Bud 
Cole, a professor at the National War College. (Cole stresses 
that his views are his alone and do not reflect the official 
position of the U.S. military.) 

The Chinese navy, Cole adds, "is continuing to work very 
hard on joint and integrated operations -- a tough development 
to master." 

From the PLAN's perspective, the major risk is that 
deployments and exercises in 2012 could result in diplomatic 
blowback. 

"The PLAN's desire to train in surrounding areas is 
perfectly reasonable and logical for an aspiring navy," says an 
independent analyst who uses the Internet handle "Feng." 
(Born in China but now living in the U.S., Feng relies on the 
pseudonym to preserve his ability to interact with Chinese 
sources on-line.) Japan in particular "seems to get nervous 
every time China sends fleet past the first island chain [on the 
eastern edge of the East and South China Seas] to do an 
exercise," Feng tells AOL Defense. 

Air 
Easily the biggest Chinese naval news of 2011 was the 

July maiden test voyage, right outside the port of Dalian in 
northern China, of the PLAN's reconditioned Soviet-built 
aircraft carrier Varyag. At the same time, the PLAN was hard 
at work on the J-11 carrier-capable jet fighter, a reverse-
engineered Soviet Su-33 Flanker. 

Beijing insists the carrier and her planes are meant only 
for testing and training purposes. But photos from Dalian 
show the ex-Varyag with the latest sensors and point-defense 
weapons. "Its hardware does not need to be upgraded radically 
for operational service," Erickson, the Naval War College 
analyst, wrote in a recent article. 

Feng says the PLAN could build a U.S.-style carrier 
battlegroup using the latest Type 052Cs and Type 054As and 
new replenishment ships. A carrier battlegroup would be an 
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obvious candidate for the kinds of long-distance deployments 
that Chinese destroyers and frigates currently perform on their 
own. 

In any event, the PLAN has not yet mated up the ex-
Varyag and the J-11s, and it's not clear when that might 
happen. "Obviously, people will keep their eyes on Varyag, 
but I don't expect to see naval Flankers taking off and landing 
on it next year," Feng says. Instead, he says, "there will be 
more sea trials and more testing and take-offs and landings of 
helicopters." 

But naval experts have always viewed ex-Varyag as a 
first step towards a home-built Chinese carrier. "We may see, 
by the end of next year, the revelation that they're building an 
indigenous carrier," Cole says. 

"The first domestic aircraft carrier hull ... will closely 
resemble the Russian Kuznetsov class (of which Varyag was 
originally a member), albeit with largely internal 
improvements that are invisible to casual observers," Erickson 
wrote. 

Space 
Carriers are dramatic, but potentially the most far-

reaching PLAN developments of 2012 could occur in space. 
Specifically, China could complete an ambitious anti-ship 
system that combines targeting satellites and ballistic missiles 
-- and seems specifically tailored for attacking U.S. Navy 
aircraft carriers on the open sea. 

For several years now Western analysts, naval officers 
and elected officials have worried aloud about the DF-21D 
anti-ship ballistic missile. In December 2010 Adm. Robert 
Willard, the head of U.S. Pacific Command, said the missiles 
was probably ready for combat. "I think China would perceive 
that it has an operational capability now," Willard said. 

Cole disagrees. "I haven't seen anything indicating they've 
test-fired it successfully," he says of the DF-21D. Moreover, 
the missile requires "cueing." That is, some other system must 
give the missile fairly precise targets coordinates, ensuring the 
missile gets close enough for its own on-board guidance 
system to take over. That's generally understood to mean 
satellite-based surveillance. 

Indeed, China has been laboring for years to assemble a 
constellation of ocean-surveillance satellites codenamed 
Yaogan. "The driver for China's focus on ocean surveillance ... 
is as part of a larger system to counter U.S. Navy power, 
specifically carrier battlegroups," says Brian Weeden, an 
analyst with the Secure World Foundation. 

Despite several launches of Yaogan satellites since 2006, 
"they're still working on getting a complete satellite 
constellation up," Cole says. 2012 could be the year it finally 
happens. The next 12 months are likely to see a record number 
of Chinese rocket launches, perhaps even exceeding U.S. 
launches, Weeden predicts. 

It's also possible that the Yaogan constellation is 
complete, but the Chinese haven't yet tested it with the DF-
21D. In that case, a test could occur as early as Jan. 11, Cote 
says. 

That date, which falls near the Chinese New Year, is a 
traditional favorite of the People's Liberation Army, for 
reasons deeply rooted in the Chinese language and popular 
numerology. The PLA Air Force flew its J-20 stealth-fighter 
prototype for the first time on Jan. 11, 2011. The PLA tested 
anti-satellite weapons on that date in 2010 and 2007. 

Even if Jan. 11 passes without a missile test, 2012 will be 
big year for the Chinese navy as it continues a decade of 
sustained development, pursues a new five-year procurement 
cycle and responds to U.S. moves in the western Pacific. 

Chinese President Hu did not refer to any specific attack 
plan when he advised navy officials to "prepare for war." But 
preparation for warfare in general is the driving force behind 
the People's Liberation Army Navy. 

 
The Power of Acupuncture: Part 1 of 3 by Capt. 

Elwood W. Hopkins from Navy Medicine Live, December 
22 

Capt. Elwood W. Hopkins is a Neurologist at Naval 
Hospital Bremerton, Wash. 

After 40 years of practicing neurology it was only natural 
to begin thinking about something else and when the e-mail 
arrived from our Specialty Leader announcing the opportunity 
to learn how to do acupuncture, I submitted my application to 
the Navy Bureau of Medicine and Surgery that same day. 

Having been trained both as a biochemist and a 
neurologist my requirement was to establish a fundamental 
scientific understanding of acupuncture. I needed to see the 
supporting research and data, if any existed, if I was going to 
embrace this mysterious tool. 

Happily, my intellect was actively engaged by the 
charismatic master acupuncturist, Dr. Alejandro Claraco, call 
sign “The Matador”. His lectures laid a neurophysiologic 
foundation for our class, emphasizing the contemporary 
understanding of how acupuncture works at distinct loci 
within the nervous system. 

Traditionally identified, clinically effective acupuncture 
points exist at neurovascular bundles where a number of 
neurochemical changes are elicited by acupuncture. Local 
physiologic changes such as vasodilatation, suppression of 
prostaglandins and cytokines, inhibition of substance P 
secretion, and reversal of tissue acidosis are just a few of the 
measurable effects along the needle tract. 

Further, at the level of the dorsal horn in the spinal cord, 
where convergence of sensory inputs are sorted, the 
acupuncture signals being carried by non-nociceptive fibers 
activate the “gate control” system for suppressing painful 
stimuli entering via the slow, unmyelinated c-fiber pathways. 

At the segmental level of the spinal cord, chronification of 
pain signals is executed by “winding up” of second order 
neurons (also seen in post-tetanic potentiation occurring at 
peripheral neuromuscular junctions to effect stronger muscle 
contractions, and as may occur in the cerebral cortex in some 
forms of epilepsy). This “wind-up” can be blocked by 
acupuncture, facilitating local relaxation of muscles that may 
be in spasm as well as suppressing recurring peripheral pain 
signals that have been augmented by the “wind up” process. 

Perhaps even more compelling evidence for how 
acupuncture works comes from functional MRI observations 
and central samplings of neurosecretory events that reveal 
activation of the hypothalamus, suppression of the amygdala 
and increased secretions of beta-endorphins; all beneficial in 
not only pain control, but resetting normal controls within the 
autonomic nervous system and maintaining CNS homeostasis. 

Accelerated bone healing of fractures and inhibition of 
bone demineralization in a zero gravity environment are just 
some of the other convincing effects of acupuncture 
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demonstrated in animal models. The extensive reference 
library provided by the course included many excellent 
research papers covering a vast array of topics dealing with 
acupuncture. 

Was my intellect whetted? You can probably sense by 
now that it was indeed. But, although a sound foundation for 
any endeavor is scientifically satisfying, actually seeing and 
experiencing the clinical application of this ancient art was yet 
to occur. 

 
An Armstrong Festivus by CDR Salamander, 

December 26 
I don't know about the rest of you - but my stomach is full 

and my disposable income squirrel money has been, ahem, re-
baselined. 

... but even when the well is dry - that doesn't mean you 
can't water your brain. 

From good friend of the blog - and an even better helo 
pilot - LCDR B.J. Armstrong, USN takes a break from 
keeping us in the way of life we have become accustomed to 
send along a Festivus Reading list. 

Now that you have plowed through your airing of 
grievances ... enjoy. 

Is being frugal a proper aspect of a Naval Officer? Maybe 
it is an O-4 thing. 

--------------------------------------------------------- 
It’s the day after Christmas and you’re wondering where 

to begin with that e-reader you discovered under the Tree. One 
of the few places e-readers have an advantage over the 
physical book is with out of print books that are beyond their 
copyright (the other is the ability to bring a large library on 
deployment). These books are available for free in epub or pdf 
formats that are readable on most e-readers and tablets, 
whether from Google Books or websites like the Internet 
Archive or Project Gutenberg (PG is one of the better sources 
because of the hard working volunteers who edit the 
formatting of the books). So, if you’re looking to start building 
the foundation of your navalist e-library with a few no-cost 
choices, here are five to begin with. 

The Influence of Seapower Upon History; 1660 to 1782 
by Alfred Thayer Mahan. 

Do I need to say anything more? ATM is admittedly a 
difficult author to read. His pseudo-late-Victorian writing style 
doesn’t help, and he himself wrote in his autobiography that in 
his book length works he tended to think of every caveat and 
explanation possible and throw them in. The result is 
sentenances that would take an English PhD like Dr. Fleming 
to diagram and paragraphs that extend over entire pages of the 
book. You know there’s a situation when the good Captain’s 
own son was reputed to say he couldn’t read his father’s 
books. 

But here’s the thing…with a copy of “The Influence” on 
your e-reader, you can read the book in small sections. The 
ideas in this book set the bedrock for naval strategy for the 
entire 20th century. If you read Dr.’s Holmes and Yoshihara 
and their analysis of today’s Indian and Chinese navies you’ll 
begin to think that it may be the foundation for the 21st 
century as well. Mahan is the inventor of such ideas as the 
global commons, national grand strategy, and was one of the 
first to define what it meant to be a maritime nation. Since the 
book is free, there’s no excuse for not having it in your e-

library, and even starting to add some notes and bookmarks to 
the text. 

Mahan on Naval Warfare: Selections from the 
Writings of Admiral Alfred Thayer Mahan Edited by 
Allen Westcott 

This book was edited by a professor at the Naval 
Academy who was attempting to make the writing of the great 
Navalist more approachable for Midshipmen. Less than a 
decade after the Captain’s death he worked through many of 
Mahan’s books and essays and pulled important ideas and 
passages out, editing them into this textbook. In search of 
ideas or quotes that help you define what Mahan thought? 
This book is an excellent place to begin. 

There is a risk with this book though; because Professor 
Westcott’s approach tends to pull shorter passages, or pull a 
series of quotes out of a book together and link them, so there 
is a tendency to lose the context in which Mahan was writing. 
Big ideas, like naval strategy, require context. Despite the loss 
of context, the book is a good one for your e-library because it 
can inspire you to find other Mahanian texts and expand your 
knowledge of his thinking and writing. Naval Historian 
Geoffrey Till put it well when he wrote “Mahan frequently 
suffers from writing more than most people are willing to 
read.” Westcott’s book can help get you started. 

Some Principles of Maritime Strategy by Julian 
Corbett 

Corbett is often taught as something akin to the anti-
Mahan. The comparison is frequently made that while Mahan 
is the Antoine-Henri Jomini of naval warfare, Corbett is the 
Karl von Clausewitz. That comparison is inaccurate and has 
created a perception that enhances the differences between the 
two naval thinkers. Mahan wrote that he considered his own 
writing and thinking a foundation which Corbett’s ideas then 
built upon. 

Corbett’s writing often appears more relevant to today’s 
naval professionals, and it discusses expeditionary operations 
and operations beyond fleet on fleet engagements. His section 
on naval “Limited Wars” is particularly relevant to American 
naval policy at the start of our new century. There’s also a 
hidden gem in “Some Principles,” and that is Corbett’s early 
summary of the thinking of von Clausewitz. The Briton did 
study the Prussian extensively, and his chapter on the former 
head of the General Staff is a great starting point for those 
who are unfamiliar with him. 

The Naval War of 1812, Volume 1 & 2 by Theodore 
Roosevelt 

This coming year is the bicentennial of the start of the 
War of 1812, a conflict very few people are genuinely familiar 
with. The War of 1812 was a defining conflict for the United 
States Navy. Until the Declaration of War in June of 1812 
Congress had been inconsistent with its funding and support 
for the service. The very existence of the service was debated 
on the floors of the House and Senate repeatedly in the first 
decades of our nation’s independence. After the War of 1812, 
however, nobody doubted the need for a United States Navy. 

Roosevelt’s book, though over a century old, is still a 
standard text of the War. The future President wrote it while a 
student at Yale as his senior thesis, at 23 years old, and 
published it. The work, rather than a vain attempt at 
publishing by a well off young man, has stood the academic 
test of time. This is what many military historians would call 
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“drum and trumpets” history, with a focus on detailed 
accounts of the individual battles rather than larger strategic or 
geopolitical implications. However, Roosevelt did work from 
primary source documents and produced a two volume history 
that NHHC’s Dr. Michael Crawford has written is “More than 
a classic, it remains, after 120 years, a standard study of the 
war.” 

The Mirror of the Sea by Joseph Conrad 
Most of us have read Joseph Conrad because we were 

assigned “The Heart of Darkness” in our high school or 
college years. We remember the novella briefly, if at all, and 
probably only in reference to our repeated viewing of 
Coppala’s adaptation in the movie “Apocalypse Now.” Before 
becoming a man of letters, Joseph Conrad was a man of the 
sea. Most of his novels and stories involve ships or Sailors, 
however not everyone realizes he spent decades as an officer 

in the British merchant marine. The Mirror of the Sea is a 
memoir, of sorts, of Conrad’s service afloat. Written in the 
form of a series of essays, the book offers frequent reminders 
of the challenges that await those who elect to earn their living 
at sea. Conrad’s memories of his time on the world’s oceans 
are earily recognizable for today’s Sailors and at times poetic. 

There’s a bit of a romantic hidden away in most of us who 
put on a naval uniform and head for open water in defense of 
our nation. Reading Conrad will help you realize that the 
thoughts, emotions, and challenges we face at sea haven’t 
changed much in centuries. Sometimes, when you’re deep into 
a long deployment at sea and feeling like you are on your own, 
that can be comforting. Conrad will surprise you with how 
much he knows, and how much you share. 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Kazakh Defence Minister Meets U.S. Secretary Of Navy 
(TREND NEWS AGENCY (AZERBAIJAN) 10 JUL 12) ... D. Mukhtarov 

ASTANA, Kazakhstan -- On Tuesday, Defense Minister of the Republic of Kazakhstan Adilbek Dzhaksybekov met with United 
States Secretary of the Navy Ray Mabus. 

 
2. Floating Base Gives U.S. New Footing In The Persian Gulf 
(NEW YORK TIMES 12 JUL 12) ... Thom Shanker 

WASHINGTON — One of the Navy’s oldest transport ships, now converted into one of its newest platforms for warfare, arrived 
in waters off Bahrain late last week, a major addition to the enlarged presence of American forces in the Persian Gulf designed as a 
counter to Iran. 

 
3. RIMPAC Vessels Head Out To Sea For War Games 
(HONOLULU STAR-ADVERTISER 11 JUL 12) ... William Cole 

HONOLULU — Pearl Harbor is being drained of nearly 40 ships as the at-sea portion of the big June 29-to-Aug. 3 Rim of the 
Pacific exercise gets under way around the Hawaiian Islands. 

 
4. White House Official: Congress 'Short-Sighted' On Biofuels 
(THE HILL 11 JUL 12) ... Zack Colman 

Congress “needs to get beyond short-sightism” that is stunting investment in and handcuffing Defense Department use of 
biofuels, a senior White House energy official said Wednesday at a conference in Washington, D.C. 

 
5. SECNAV Announces 2012 Safety Award Winners 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 11 JUL 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist Alexandra Snyder, Defense Media Activity - Pentagon 
Bureau 

WASHINGTON -- Nineteen commands and installations received the 2012 Department of the Navy (DoN) Safety Excellence 
Award for their safety programs at the U.S. Navy Memorial, July 11 in Washington. 

 

CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
6. U.S. Deploys Sea Drones To Persian Gulf To Clear Iranian Mines 
The U.S. Navy is sending the drones, known as the SeaFox, to destroy sea mines as part of an operation 
aimed at preventing any closure of the Strait of Hormuz. 
(LOS ANGELES TIMES 11 JUL 12) ... David S. Cloud 

WASHINGTON — The Navy is rushing tiny underwater drones to the Persian Gulf to help find and destroy sea mines as part of 
an American military buildup aimed at stopping Iran from closing the strategic Strait of Hormuz in the event of a crisis, U.S. officials 
said. 

 
7. Operation Martillo: Monitoring The Sea 
Part 3 in a Series 
(UNIVISION 11 JUL 12) ... Ricardo Arambarri 

More than 80 percent of the cocaine destined for market in the United States will be transported at sea by the traffickers, in the 
Isthmus Zone of Panama, both in the Caribbean and the Pacific. Ricardo Arambarri continues his report from the USS Nicholas in 
Operation Martillo, hunting for narcotraffickers. 
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8. Farragut, Hue City Conducts Exercise With Italian Navy 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 11 JUL 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class A.J. Jones, USS Farragut Public Affairs 

USS FARRAGUT, At Sea -- Guided-missile destroyer USS Farragut (DDG 99) and guided-missile cruiser USS Hue City (CG 
66) conducted a series of maneuvers and interoperability drills in a passing exercise with an Italian frigate and submarine July 9-10. 

 
9. Churchill VBSS Team Trains With Montenegrin Forces 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 11 JUL 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Aaron Chase, USS Winston S. Churchill Public 
Affairs 

BAR, Montenegro -- Visit, board, search and seizure (VBSS) team members of guided-missile destroyer USS Winston S. 
Churchill (DDG 81) displayed maritime interdiction tactics with the Montenegrin military during a coalition training exercise July 9. 

 
10. USS Jason Dunham Sailors Conduct Community Outreach In Ukraine 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 11 JUL 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class William Jamieson, USS Jason Dunham Public 
Affairs 

ODESSA, Ukraine -- Sailors from guided-missile destroyer USS Jason Dunham (DDG 109) painted and removed weeds to help 
restore a play area at Lastochka Recuperative Home in Odessa, Ukraine, July 11. 

 
11. F/A-18 Super Hornets Stinging The Skies In Pensacola 
Area echoing with jets' practices 
(PENSACOLA NEWS JOURNAL 11 JUL 12) ... Rob Johnson 

Lt. Bryan Geiger is flying his dream jet several times a day — or night — over Pensacola lately. And yes, he’s aware of creating a 
noise level that’s loud, even for an area that loves the sound of freedom. 

 
12. U.S. Navy Divers To Search WWII Plane For Bodies 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 11 JUL 12) 

OTTAWA — U.S. Navy divers plan to search Wednesday the wreck of a U.S. Air Force airplane that sank in the Gulf of Saint 
Lawrence in 1942 for the remains of five American crewmen, an official said. 

 

GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
13. Locklear: China Visit Represents Positive Step 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 11 JUL 12) ... Donna Miles 

ABOARD A MILITARY AIRCRAFT – Recognizing that the United States and China have more areas of convergence than 
differences, the top U.S. officer in the Pacific said he’s more convinced after his recent visit there that the two countries can build on 
common ground as they strive to get their military-to-military relationship back on track. 

 
14. China Urges ASEAN To Avoid Sea Spat 
Beijing Defends Sea Claims As Clinton Visits Region 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 12 JUL 12) ... Patrick Barta 

China asserted its territorial claims in the Western Pacific on two fronts Wednesday, warning diplomats gathered in Cambodia's 
capital to respect its claims in the South China Sea and engaging in a standoff with Japanese vessels in the East China Sea. 

 
15. China Becoming 'More Aggressive': Philippines 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 11 JUL 12) ... Martin Abbugao 

PHNOM PENH, Cambodia -- China is growing "more aggressive" in dealing with rival territorial claims, the Philippines said 
Wednesday, after a fresh spat erupted between Tokyo and Beijing over a remote chain of islands. 

 
16. Australia And Japan To Collaborate On Developing Military Technologies 
(JANE'S DEFENCE WEEKLY 11 JUL 12) ... Jon Grevatt 

BANGKOK -- Australia and Japan are engaged in talks about the potential joint development of military technologies, the 
Australian Department of Defence (DoD) confirmed to IHS Jane's on 10 July. 

 
17. Indian Navy Visits Port Klang 
(NEW STRAITS TIMES (MALAYSIA) 11 JUL 12) ... R. Anbu 

PORT KLANG -- The Eastern Fleet of the Indian Navy made a brief stopover at the Glenmarie Port Klang Cruise Centre 
recently. 
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18. Moscow Sends Warships To Syria: War Games Or Evacuation? 
Almost half the ships in a Russian flotilla headed to Syria are well suited for transporting large numbers of 
people. As many as 100,000 Russians may live in Syria. 
(CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR 11 JUL 12) ... Fred Weir 

MOSCOW -- A Russian flotilla of a dozen warships, drawn from three naval fleets, is headed for the eastern Mediterranean to 
hold maneuvers, and will put into the Syrian port of Tartus, where Russia operates a naval supply base. 

 
19. Government Buys Three British Ships To Strengthen Navy And Defend The Pre-Salt 
Brazilian Navy Purchase of British Ships To Aid in Defense of Offshore Resources 
(RIO DE JANEIRO O GLOBO (BRAZIL) 09 JUL 12) ... Danilo Fariello 

PORTSMOUTH, England -- The Brazilian Government is expanding its Navy fleet to protect the country's natural resources, 
including pre-salt deposits, in the Atlantic Ocean. This year, three oceangoing patrol boats were purchased from the United Kingdom 
for a total of 400 million reals [R]. An R8-billion program to purchase sundry vessels intended for increasing Brazilian Navy presence 
and combat capability in the sea will be launched by December this year. 

 
20. Lockheed's F-35 Fighter Attracts Foreign Interest 
(REUTERS 11 JUL 12) ... Andrea Shalal-Esa 

FARNBOROUGH, England -- More than 25 countries have expressed interest in Lockheed Martin Corp's F-35 Joint Strike 
Fighter, including Singapore, which is still evaluating its options, and South Korea, which is due to pick a winner in its fighter 
competition by year's end, top Lockheed officials said on Wednesday. 

 

PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
21. Engineering Magazine Names ONR A 'Best Diversity Company' 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 11 JUL 12) ... Grace Jean, Office of Naval Research 

ARLINGTON, Va. -- The Office of Naval Research (ONR) was named a "best diversity company" for a fifth consecutive year by 
a prominent engineering and information technology professional careers publication, officials announced July 11. 

 
22. Budget-Cutters Eye DOD Civilian Workers 
(POLITICO 11 JUL 12) ... Austin Wright 

Overshadowed by all the political posturing over the prospect of automatic cuts in defense spending, one thing seems certain: The 
Defense Department’s huge civilian workforce will shrink. 

 
23. Faster Airport Screening For Troops Hits Snag 
(NAVY TIMES 11 JUL 12) ... Rick Maze 

Expedited airport screening for service members and their families was ordered by Congress last year, but it won’t happen at 
every airport until the end of 2013 because of problems verifying that travelers are really military members. 

 
24. Mental Disorders Among Troops Up 65% Since 2000 
(NAVY TIMES 11 JUL 12) ... Patricia Kime 

Diagnoses for mental disorders among active-duty troops have risen 65 percent in the past 12 years, with adjustment disorders the 
most common condition, according to a new Defense Department report. 

 
25. Helping Troops Take A Giant Step 
(WASHINGTON POST 12 JUL 12) ... Steve Vogel 

In the tumultuous days after the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist attacks, Army Surgeon General James Peake came to Col. Chuck 
Scoville, his chief physical therapy consultant, with urgent questions. 

 

FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
26. Navy Closer To Landing UAV On Aircraft Carrier 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 11 JUL 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Leona Mynes, USS Harry S. Truman Public Affairs 

USS HARRY S. TRUMAN, At Sea -- A team from the Navy Unmanned Combat Air System program office tested 
communication software for the Unmanned Combat Air System Carrier Demonstration (UCAS-D) program aboard the aircraft carrier 
USS Harry S. Truman (CVN 75) during its sea trials, July 7-10. 

 
27. Navy's New Gender-Neutral Carriers Won't Have Urinals 
(CNN 11 JUL 12) ... Jason Hanna 

The U.S. Navy's new class of carriers will be the first to go without urinals, a decision made in part to give the service flexibility 
in accommodating female sailors, the Navy says. 
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28. Navy Tests Communication Software For UCAS Demonstrator 
(DEFENSE DAILY 12 JUL 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

The Navy this week completed a second round of sea-based testing of the communications software that will be used to guide its 
envisioned aircraft carrier-based unmanned aerial vehicle on take-offs and landings, the service said yesterday. 

 
29. Navy Engineers Test Hybrid Hydraulic Technologies With Heavy Construction Equipment 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 11 JUL 12) ... Darrell F. Waller, Naval Facilities Engineering Command Public Affairs 

PORT HUENEME, Calif. -- Hybrid hydraulic technologies are being tested July 9-13 by Navy and Army engineers seeking to 
achieve greater energy efficiencies and reduce costs among the Department of Defense's heavy construction fleet. 

 
30. ONR Opens A Gateway To Improved Network Data Sharing On Navy Ships 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 11 JUL 12) ... Katherine H. Crawford, Office of Naval Research 

ARLINGTON, Va. -- An Office of Naval Research (ONR) universal gateway that gives Sailors access to more accurate, secure, 
real-time information will be delivered to the fleet in just three years from the project's inception at ONR, officials announced July 11. 

 
31. DoD Issues Cloud Computing Strategy 
(DEFENSE DAILY 12 JUL 12) ... Calvin Biesecker 

The Defense Department yesterday released its cloud computing strategy that aims to implement a cloud computing environment 
to efficiently and more affordably deliver information technology (IT) services anywhere and anytime throughout the department. 

 
32. Pentagon Spending Plans Will Exceed Projected Budget - CBO 
(REUTERS 11 JUL 12) ... David Alexander 

WASHINGTON -- The five-year spending plan outlined by the Pentagon earlier this year would cost $123 billion more than the 
U.S. Defense Department projected and would violate budget limits set by Congress, the Congressional Budget Office said on 
Wednesday. 

 
33. U.S. Arms Makers See Some Hope For Pentagon Budget Fix 
(REUTERS 11 JUL 12) ... Andrea Shalal-Esa 

FARNBOROUGH, England -- Weapons industry executives say they are growing slightly more hopeful that U.S. lawmakers may 
yet avert another $500 billion in budget cuts facing the Pentagon come January, on top of $487 billion in cuts already on the books. 

 

BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
34. Operation Sail 2012 Concludes 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 11 JUL 12) ... Navy New London Public Affairs 

NEW LONDON, Conn. -- Operation Sail (OpSail) 2012 Connecticut, the final port of call for the numerous signature events 
around the country commemorating the U.S. sea services, OpSail 2012, and the Star-Spangled Banner, concluded July 9. 

 
35. USS Constitution Sailors Help Veterans With Horse Therapy 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 11 JUL 12) ... Seaman Michael Achterling, USS Constitution Public Affairs 

CHARLESTOWN, Mass. -- Sailors assigned to USS Constitution helped veterans from Bedford Department of Veteran's Affairs 
Medical Center groom and handle horses at Windrush Farm Therapeutic Equitation in Boxford, Mass., July 10. 

 
36. Navy Medicine Participates In First DoD Reconstructive Transplant Symposium 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 11 JUL 12) ... Joshua L. Wick, U.S. Navy Bureau of Medicine and Surgery Public Affairs 

BETHESDA, Md. -- The top military and civilian experts in the field of reconstructive transplantation gathered for the first 
Department of Defense Reconstructive Transplantation Symposium July 10, at the Uniformed Services University of the Health 
Sciences, in Bethesda, Md. 

 
37. DOE Awards Grant For Military Energy Savings Program 
(SMART METERS 11 JUL 12) 

The United States Department of Energy has selected Balfour Beatty Communities for a Smart Grid Data Access Award to help 
fund a new Switch 4 Good initiative, designed to help residents in military family housing better manage their energy use by providing 
them with high tech smart meter information and three personalized sets of conservation tools. 

 
38. Outgoing Gov. Lynch Shares Love Of Shipyard 
(PORTSMOUTH (NH) HERALD 11 JUL 12) ... Deborah McDermott 

KITTERY, Maine — N.H. Gov. John Lynch said Tuesday he came to the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard to renew his connection 
with workers and also wanted to see first-hand the damage aboard the USS Miami. 
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39. Navy Project To Replace Aging Pier In Works 
Project Aims To Replace Refueling Pier At Naval Base Point Loma 
(KGTV ABC SAN DIEGO 11 JUL 12) ... Bob Lawrence 

SAN DIEGO -- A planned U.S. Navy project to replace an aging pier is set to begin and will virtually impact all of San Diego 
Bay. 

 
40. Okinawa Gov. Urges Defense Chief To Drop Osprey Deployment Plan 
(KYODO NEWS 12 JUL 12) 

TOKYO -- Okinawa Gov. Hirokazu Nakaima urged Defense Minister Satoshi Morimoto on Thursday to reject a U.S. plan to 
deploy the Marine Corps' MV-22 Osprey transport aircraft at a U.S. military base in the southwestern Japan prefecture. 

 

NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
41. Troops Sought For Job Certification Project 
(NAVY TIMES 11 JUL 12) ... Cid Standifer 

President Obama’s plan to grant troops for their military experience when they seek post-service civilian job licensing and 
certification is off to a bumpy start, with few service members volunteering for an upcoming pilot program and civilian-oriented skills 
tripping up some certification candidates. 

 
42. Pentagon’s No. 2 Joining Budget Director At Sequester Hearing 
(THE HILL 11 JUL 12) ... Jeremy Herb 

Deputy Defense Secretary Ashton Carter will be testifying alongside the acting director of the Office of Management and Budget 
at a congressional hearing on the impact of defense cuts through sequestration set to hit Jan. 2, according to congressional and 
Pentagon sources. 

 
43. McKeon Irked About Shorter Pentagon Report 
(DEFENSE NEWS 11 JUL 12) ... Kate Brannen 

Every year, the Pentagon is required by law to submit a report to Congress on Chinese military power. 
 

44. Navy Crew Describes Rescue Of Missing NAS Whidbey Sailor 
(KING NBC SEATTLE 11 JUL 12) ... Meg Coyle 

A Whidbey Island Sailor was rescued by his Navy colleagues when he crashed his motorcycle and lay trapped for two days. 
 

OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
45. Gunboat Diplomacy On A Rebound? 
Russia deploys warships off Syria. China sends threatening vessels to its neighbors over island disputes. The 
world can't afford a return to 19th-century naval intimidation. 
(CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR 11 JUL 12) ... Editorial 

Just when the world had begun to view aerial drones as the weapon of the 21st century, the 19th-century practice of “gunboat 
diplomacy” seems on a rebound. 

 
46. Going To The Brink In The Mideast 
(WASHINGTON POST 12 JUL 12) ... David Ignatius 

Hopefully we won’t see a Middle East replay of “The Guns of August,” as Barbara Tuchman titled her account of the slide toward 
World War I. But the region is edgy this summer as negotiators struggle to resolve confrontations with Syria and Iran. 

 
47. India Plans Strategic Encirclement Of China 
(ASIA TIMES ONLINE 12 JUL 12) ... Daniel Thorp 

The conclusion of the Rio+20 Summit in Brazil in June saw only a disappointing outcome, despite it being labeled a "once-in-a-
generation chance" to direct the global economy in a sustainable direction and the much positive talk from various world leaders. 
However, while discussions concerning the global economy took place, Chinese Premier Wen Jiabao and his Indian counterpart, 
Manmohan Singh, held talks on the sidelines concerning their bilateral relationship, with both urging strengthened cooperation 
between the Asian giants. 

 

BBLLOOGGSS::  
48. EXCERPTS FROM BLOGS AROUND THE WORLD 
(PUBLISHED 09– 12 JUL 12) 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Kazakh Defence Minister Meets U.S. Secretary Of Navy 
(TREND NEWS AGENCY (AZERBAIJAN) 10 JUL 12) ... D. Mukhtarov 

ASTANA, Kazakhstan -- On Tuesday, Defense Minister 
of the Republic of Kazakhstan Adilbek Dzhaksybekov met 
with United States Secretary of the Navy Ray Mabus. 

At the beginning of the meeting the defence minister 
congratulated the military delegation on the 236th day of 
American independence, and noted that a strategic partnership 
has been established between Kazakhstan and the United 
States, characterized by a wide range of cooperation in various 
fields, including military. 

Speaking about cooperation in the sphere of defence and 
security, the parties stressed the importance of the five-year 
plan of cooperation, as part of which work is successfully 
underway in areas such as peacekeeping, training personnel, 
technical assistance and development of military education. 
Defence Minister Dzhaksybekov said participation of the 
American side in the annual peacekeeping exercise "Steppe 
Eagle" is highly appreciated. 

This year implementation of the current Five-Year Plan of 
Military Cooperation ends. Representatives of the military 
departments actively cooperate in the development of the new 
- the third draft of the Plan for the forthcoming five-year 

period, whose signing is planned before the end of August this 
year. 

"Kazakhstan considers ensuring its security through the 
prism of good-neighborly and peaceful policy pursued by the 
leadership of our country," Dzhaksybekov said. "President 
Nursultan Nazarbayev, paying particular attention to the 
development and modernization of the Armed Forces, set the 
task to build a small, highly mobile and technically equipped 
army. We therefore attach great importance to the study of the 
U.S. advance experience in defence activities and the scope of 
the armed forces." 

Following the meeting the parties expressed confidence in 
further fruitful work. 

U.S. Navy Secretary In Turkmenistan For Talks 
(ASGABAT (TURKMENISTAN) 11 JUL 12) 
ASHKABAT -- Today, United States Secretary of the 

Navy Ray Mabus arrived in Ashgabat of Turkmenistan as part 
of a long-planned visit to Central and South Asia. 

He will be meet top government officials of Turkmenistan 
to discuss issues of mutual interest to maintain peace and 
security in the Central Asia region. 

Return to Index 
 

2. Floating Base Gives U.S. New Footing In The Persian Gulf 
(NEW YORK TIMES 12 JUL 12) ... Thom Shanker 

WASHINGTON — One of the Navy’s oldest transport 
ships, now converted into one of its newest platforms for 
warfare, arrived in waters off Bahrain late last week, a major 
addition to the enlarged presence of American forces in the 
Persian Gulf designed as a counter to Iran. 

The keel for the ship, the Ponce, was cast in 1966, and the 
vessel, nearing the end of its service, was to have been 
scrapped. But the Ponce was reborn as a floating forward base 
for staging important military operations across the region — 
the latest example of the new American way of war. 

The first mission of the reborn Ponce was designed to be 
low profile and defensive, as an operations hub for mine 
clearing in the Strait of Hormuz, a counter to threats from 
Tehran to close the vital commercial waterway. In that role, 
the Ponce will be a launching pad for helicopters, a home to 
underwater diver teams and a seaborne service station 
providing fuel and maintenance for minesweeping ships. 

But with the relatively simple addition of a modular 
barracks on the deck, the Ponce can also be a mobile base for 
several hundred Special Operations forces to carry out 
missions like hostage rescue, counterterrorism, 
reconnaissance, sabotage and direct strikes. Even with the 
addition of the barracks, there is ample room for helicopters 
and the small, fast boats favored by commandos. 

Allies and friends are important, but they can veto 
American missions initiated from bases on their territory. The 
Ponce operates from international waters. Surprise and speed 
are critical to military success; the Ponce can sail close to 
areas of conflict. And having the ability to carry out different 
missions for different branches of the armed services is more 
valuable than having a weapons platform that does just one 
thing for one branch of the military. 

Iranian leaders see the Ponce differently, of course, and 
they have lashed out at the American deployments, accusing 
Washington of mounting a provocative military buildup. (The 
American reinforcements also include a doubling of 
minesweepers to eight and the addition of Air Force fighter 
and attack jets.) An Iranian Revolutionary Guards commander 
even threatened that his nation would counter the moves by 
ordering a buildup of missiles that could endanger American 
warships and allied bases in the region. 

The Navy is convinced that the capability provided by the 
Ponce is essential to future military operations, and it has 
proposed that Congress continue a four-year, $1.2 billion 
program to build two new vessels dedicated solely to be what 
the service terms “afloat forward staging bases.” Allison F. 
Stiller, the Navy’s deputy assistant secretary for ship 
programs, said the two ships, now under construction, were 
the first vessels built specifically for the job, as opposed to 
warships temporarily assigned the mission. 

The first of the new ships should be available by 2015, 
and the second a year later, if Congress approves the budget 
requests. 

“The afloat forward staging base gives us the ability to 
deliver this mine countermeasure capability directly to the 
scene of operations,” said Rear Adm. Kenneth M. Perry, vice 
commander of the Navy’s mine and antisubmarine warfare 
command. 

Admiral Perry is based in San Diego, but he described the 
Ponce’s role in a telephone interview from the Navy’s Fifth 
Fleet headquarters in Bahrain, where he has moved to oversee 
mine-clearing exercises and, potentially, mine-clearing 
missions. 

For decades, the military has used various warships and 
service vessels as platforms for staging operations, whether 
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the Pacific island-hopping campaign of World War II or the 
river campaigns of the Vietnam War. In a more recent and 
creative example, the Navy emptied the aircraft carrier Kitty 
Hawk of attack jets before the invasion of Afghanistan in 2001 
and turned it over to Special Operations forces for raids 
against Taliban targets. 

The idea of creating a dedicated fleet of floating bases 
gained traction in the 1990s, as the military retrenched after 
the collapse of communism and looked for ways to operate 
independently near contested areas. One idea was to tow giant 
offshore oil platforms to a conflict zone and lash them 
together to form an airport large enough for helicopters and 
even transport planes. It was ultimately dismissed because the 
platforms would have been too vulnerable to attack and 
insufficiently mobile. 

The design of the floating bases expands on what is called 
the mobile landing platform, which is used to get Marines and 
their war-fighting equipment from ship to shore. Those 
landing platforms are built by General Dynamics Nassco, 
which is also constructing the new basing ships. To the 
untrained eye, the vessels look very much like an oil tanker. 

To accommodate the many missions of different military 
branches aboard the floating base, the vessels will be outfitted 
with a helicopter hangar on the deck and with access portals 
for small, fast boats. A hospital suite and a water purification 
facility also are on board. 

“It will be a ship that is ‘purpose built’ to have that 
capability, whereas we have taken Ponce and converted her to 
provide that capability, or we have taken another ship offline 
to do the mission,” said Ms. Stiller, the Navy official. 

Pentagon and Navy officials note that the decades-old 
quest for an afloat forward staging base was accelerated, and 
finally became a reality, owing to pressure from the global 
combatant commanders — especially from senior officers at 
Central Command and Special Operations Command. 

“Mine countermeasures operations are critical to 
protecting sea lines of communication by mapping out and 
neutralizing sea mines,” said Lt. Col. T. G. Taylor, a Central 
Command spokesman. “Sea mines are indiscriminate to their 
victims and require a robust countermeasures program to 
ensure the safety of all maritime vessels.” 

Return to Index 
 

3. RIMPAC Vessels Head Out To Sea For War Games 
(HONOLULU STAR-ADVERTISER 11 JUL 12) ... William Cole 

HONOLULU — Pearl Harbor is being drained of nearly 
40 ships as the at-sea portion of the big June 29-to-Aug. 3 Rim 
of the Pacific exercise gets under way around the Hawaiian 
Islands. 

"Some ships have already departed, and over the next 
couple of days, we'll shift from the harbor phase to the 
‘Schedule of Events' phase, which is essentially the beginning 
of the period where we will be working at sea," U.S. Navy 
Cmdr. Charlie Brown, a RIMPAC spokes-man, said Monday. 

The aircraft carrier USS Nimitz pulled out of Pearl 
Harbor on Friday, and will be the focal point of submarines 
probing for weaknesses in surface-ship defenses. 

During RIMPAC 2010, according to a U.S. Army War 
College report, Japanese and South Korean submarines were 
able to penetrate defenses and directly engage the U.S. aircraft 
carrier Ronald Reagan. 

Some 25,000 personnel, 40 surface ships, six submarines 
and more than 200 aircraft from 22 nations are participating in 
or observing RIMPAC, the world's largest international 
maritime exercise. 

This year's RIMPAC marks "an important step in the 
projection of power and interoperability between participating 
nations as the United States begins its strategic shift toward 
the Pacific region, particularly with regard to China, the 
region's rising power," said the organization Stratfor, which 
provides geopolitical analysis. 

China, which was not invited, will likely be interested in 
the U.S. submarine capability on display during the war 
games, Stratfor said in a report. Submarines from Australia, 

Canada and South Korea will be in the exercise along with the 
Pearl Harbor subs Charlotte, Cheyenne and North Caro-lina. 

Russia is participating for the first time, and the Admiral 
Panteleyev, a destroyer, and Fotiy Krylov, a salvage tug, will 
be taking part "in a wide range of challenging training events 
during the next phase of RIMPAC," Brown said. 

The Russian ships will work alongside the cruiser USS 
Port Royal and frigate USS Gary as well as Coast Guard cutter 
Bertholf. The French frigate FNS Prairial will also exercise 
alongside the Russian vessels. 

"The training events (with Russia) will include a 
replenishment at sea, a gunnery exercise, communications 
exercises, as well as tactical maneuvers and helicopter 
operations," Brown said. 

Among the aircraft participating in the exercise, B-52 
bombers supported shallow-water mine-laying training events 
Tuesday at the Pacific Missile Range Facility on Kauai and 
are expected to do so again Thursday, Brown said. 

For the first time, a humanitarian assistance disaster relief 
component is part of RIMPAC. The scenario, culminating July 
19-20, involves a major earthquake causing a tsunami that hits 
a fictional island in the Pacific. 

"The scenario provides a realistic, relevant challenge that 
will facilitate training and certification for expeditionary 
forces to respond to foreign disasters," Brown said. The event 
also will aid Hawaii-based medical facilities in their statewide 
mass casualty drills and certifications, Brown said. 

View U.S. Navy RIMPAC 2012 YouTube Channel 

Return to Index 
 

4. White House Official: Congress 'Short-Sighted' On Biofuels 
(THE HILL 11 JUL 12) ... Zack Colman 

Congress “needs to get beyond short-sightism” that is 
stunting investment in and handcuffing Defense Department 

use of biofuels, a senior White House energy official said 
Wednesday at a conference in Washington, D.C. 
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Heather Zichal, the White House deputy assistant for 
energy and climate change, told attendees at an Energy 
Department conference on biomass that lawmakers have hurt 
the Defense Department’s efforts to diversify its fuel supply. 

“The Defense Department isn’t making these investments 
in renewable energy and renewable fuels because it sounds 
good. They’re doing it because it makes sense from an 
operational and national security perspective,” Zichal said. 
“Unfortunately, that hasn’t stopped some in Congress from 
putting forward short-sighted legislation that would undermine 
military’s ability to invest in alternative fuels.” 

Zichal likely was referring to amendments to the defense 
authorization bill by Republican Sens. James Inhofe (Okla.) 
and John McCain (Ariz.) that got bipartisan approval in May. 
Inhofe’s measure relieved the DOD from buying biofuels if 
they cost more than traditional sources, while McCain’s 
provision barred the department from building biofuel 
refineries unless authorized by law. Both passed with a 13-12 
vote in the Armed Services Committee. 

Those measures were in response to reports that the 
Navy’s “Great Green Fleet” aircraft carrier strike group was 
testing a $26-per-gallon biofuel and petroleum mixture during 
its six-week naval exercise in the Pacific Rim. 

Noting that a $1 dollar rise in gas prices would cost the 
Defense Department $30 million, Zichal said Defense 
Secretary Leon Panetta has championed biofuels as an 
important part of the department’s energy mix. Preventing the 
department from accessing biofuels would exacerbate supply 
chain disruptions and exposure to petroleum market volatility, 
she said, citing Panetta. 

“Some folks, especially here in Washington, are resistant 
to change even when it is so clearly needed,” Zichal said. 

Zichal also touched on the role biofuels play in rural 
communities, calling that industry a job creator. Those 
programs have helped boost U.S. biofuels production more 
than 40 percent through the past three years, enabling the 
nation to produce more domestic biofuels than ever before, 
she said. 

But some programs that support rural biofuels 
development are slated for cuts in the House farm bill. The bill 
contains only discretionary funding for rural energy programs 
and sheds $500 million from those programs compared with 
2008 authorized levels. 

“It’s not the right time to sit back as clean energy tax 
credits expire and workers get laid off,” Zichal said. 

Return to Index 
 

5. SECNAV Announces 2012 Safety Award Winners 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 11 JUL 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist Alexandra Snyder, Defense Media Activity - Pentagon 
Bureau 

WASHINGTON -- Nineteen commands and installations 
received the 2012 Department of the Navy (DoN) Safety 
Excellence Award for their safety programs at the U.S. Navy 
Memorial, July 11 in Washington. 

The Under Secretary of the Navy Robert Work, Deputy 
Chief of Naval Operations for Fleet Readiness and Logistics 
Vice Adm. Philip Cullom, Deputy Commandant, Installations 
and Logistics Lt. Gen. Frank Panter 

and Deputy Assistant Secretary of the Navy for Safety 
Paul Hanley were on hand to congratulate the winners. 

Recipients were awarded a citation, plaque and the 
Secretary of the Navy's (SECNAV) safety flag, which they are 
entitled to fly for a year. 

"We must change the way we approach safety because it 
makes us better warfighters. We must be able to safely operate 
on ships, aircraft, and ashore, because doing so will make us a 
more effective fighting force," said Work. 

"Our people are our priority. Keeping our Sailors, 
Marines and civilians safe is of utmost importance because it 
ensures we are able to keep doing what the Navy and the 
Marine Corps have always done, which is to innovate and 
adapt," said Work. 

The awards were accepted by representatives from the 
commands, including command leadership, safety officers and 
safety petty officers who held the title or collateral duty during 
the period cited. 

USS Ronald Reagan (CVN 76) received the Large Deck 
Combatant Safety Excellence award for having no 'Class A, B 
or C' mishaps, zero 'Class A or B' operational injuries to 
personnel, zero 'Class A or B off-duty mishaps, including 
automobile and motorcycle mishaps and zero significant 
discrepancies in the annual Commander Naval Air Force 
Safety and Occupational Health Management Evaluation. 

"Just about every aspect of the carrier is an inherently 
dangerous place to work," said Cmdr. Scott Springer, safety 
officer aboard the Reagan. "Without the proper policies and 
procedures in place, there would be no way to combat those 
dangers, and with so many evolutions going on at the same 
time, it's important to have full crew buy-in to those 
precautionary policies." 

"You saved lives and property and prevented accidents. 
On behalf of the Secretary of the Navy, I thank you and offer 
congratulations for your accomplishments," Work said. 

Established in 2002 by former SECNAV Gordon R. 
England, the Safety Excellence Awards are designed to 
promote safe practices throughout the Department of the Navy 
and personally recognize those commands that have integrated 
an awareness of safety in everyday operations, reducing loss 
in man-hours, material damage, among other factors that may 
decrease Navy assets. 

Return to Index 
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CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
6. U.S. Deploys Sea Drones To Persian Gulf To Clear Iranian Mines 
The U.S. Navy is sending the drones, known as the SeaFox, to destroy sea mines as part of an operation 
aimed at preventing any closure of the Strait of Hormuz. 
(LOS ANGELES TIMES 11 JUL 12) ... David S. Cloud 

WASHINGTON — The Navy is rushing tiny underwater 
drones to the Persian Gulf to help find and destroy sea mines 
as part of an American military buildup aimed at stopping Iran 
from closing the strategic Strait of Hormuz in the event of a 
crisis, U.S. officials said. 

Only 88 pounds and 4 feet long, the unmanned, remotely 
guided submersibles carry a TV camera, homing sonar and an 
explosive charge for what amounts to a kamikaze mission: 
When it detects a mine, the undersea craft obliterates itself as 
well as the mine. 

The Navy bought dozens of the little-known German-
made devices, known as the SeaFox, in February after an 
urgent request by Marine Gen. James Mattis, the top U.S. 
commander in the Middle East, for more minesweeping 
capabilities in the region, officials said. 

The first drones began arriving in recent weeks as the 
latest round of negotiations with Iran over its disputed nuclear 
development program appears to have stalled. Renewed 
diplomatic talks between Iran and the five permanent 
members of the United Nations Security Council plus 
Germany have failed to achieve a breakthrough or lessen 
tensions. 

Some U.S. officials worry that Iran may respond to the 
West's tightening sanctions on its banking and energy sectors, 
including a European Union oil embargo, by launching or 
sponsoring attacks on vulnerable oil tankers or platforms in or 
near the crucial strait. 

Some officials in Tehran have threatened to close the 
narrow waterway between Iran and Oman, a choke point for a 
fifth of the oil traded worldwide, using sea mines, speedboats 
and coastal missile batteries against military or commercial 
targets. Pentagon planners take the threat seriously, although 
analysts doubt Iran would risk provoking a direct conflict with 
the United States. 

Reopening the strait could take the Navy and its allies five 
to 10 days, officials said. But experts say even a temporary 
disruption of tanker traffic could cause global oil prices to soar 
and spark widespread economic turmoil. 

Along with the new submersibles, the Pentagon recently 
added four minesweeping ships, bringing the total in the area 
to eight, and four MH-53 minesweeping helicopters. They 
reinforce a growing U.S. naval, air and ground force aimed at 
countering Iran, and reassuring Israel, in an uncertain 
environment. 

The Obama administration previously sent two aircraft 
carriers and a squadron of F-22 fighter jets to the region and is 
keeping two Army brigades in Kuwait. The Pentagon has 
acknowledged those deployments, but has not publicly 

disclosed sending underwater drones, apparently to avoid 
alerting Iran. 

The technology for the drones, which cost $100,000 each, 
is hardly new. Andy Culbreath, vice president of business 
operations at Atlas North America, a subsidiary of the German 
company that manufactures the SeaFox, said the torpedo-like 
submersibles have been available for a decade and are used by 
about 10 other countries, including Britain. 

The device is controlled by a 3,000-foot fiber-optic cable 
and sends live video back to a camera operator at a console. It 
operates up to 984 feet deep and travels at a speed of up to 6 
knots. 

Christopher Harmer, a retired Navy commander who 
served as director of future operations at U.S. 5th Fleet 
headquarters in Bahrain, said the system can be deployed from 
minesweepers or other ships, as well as from helicopters and 
small boats, augmenting the Navy's anti-mine capabilities. 

"In the Cold War, minesweeping warfare was a large part 
of what the Navy did, but we have lost a lot of our 
minesweeping capability," said Harmer, a senior analyst at the 
Institute for the Study of War, a Washington think tank. "The 
SeaFox is a relatively simple, off-the-shelf system that we can 
put off our minesweepers but also any surface ship." 

Iran's ability to block the strait has grown in recent years 
because it has built mini-submarines that are difficult to track 
and that can be used to place underwater mines, Harmer said. 
Iran also can drop mines from ships or from bases onshore, 
using gulf currents to position them near the strait, he said. 

During its 1980-88 war with Iraq, Iran mined shipping 
routes and threatened to close the strait. When the Samuel 
Roberts, a guided-missile frigate, was severely damaged by an 
Iranian mine in 1988, the Reagan administration ordered the 
destruction of two Iranian oil platforms, an Iranian frigate and 
a number of missile boats. 

Iran probably would face a similar or even more 
devastating response if it tried to mine the strait today, Harmer 
said. "If they wanted to close the Strait of Hormuz, they could 
do it, but they would only be able to do it one time," he said. 

In a recent unclassified report to Congress, the Defense 
Department said Iran's "conventional military capabilities 
continue to improve," citing its "new ships and submarines." 

It noted that Tehran has threatened to close the strait "in 
response to increasing sanctions and in the event Iran is 
attacked." 

But the report focused largely on advances in the 
accuracy and range of Iran's ballistic missiles and on its 
support to terrorist groups in the region. It warned that Tehran 
"has methodically cultivated a network of sponsored terrorist 
surrogates capable of targeting U.S. and Israeli interests." 

Return to Index 
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7. Operation Martillo: Monitoring The Sea 
Part 3 in a Series 
(UNIVISION 11 JUL 12) ... Ricardo Arambarri 

More than 80 percent of the cocaine destined for market 
in the United States will be transported at sea by the 
traffickers, in the Isthmus Zone of Panama, both in the 
Caribbean and the Pacific. Ricardo Arambarri continues his 
report from the USS Nicholas in Operation Martillo, hunting 
for narcotraffickers. 

Ricardo: We are close to the shores of Panama and 
Colombia, in the Pacific. 

A P-3 patrol aircraft from the Coast Guard flies over the 
area looking for drug traffickers. 

Natsound...Flight Deck 
Ricardo: On board the frigate, pilots, firemen and 

mechanics look over the flight deck thoroughly for debris 
which could hinder flight operations. 

They lower the side containment barrier, and the SH-60B 
Seahawk lifts majestically off the USS Nicholas. 

STANDUP - Ricardo: The helicopters take off and land 
continually, with the frigate in motion, a very complicated 
maneuver. Now, imagine doing this, in total darkness, without 
using any lights. The Navy of the United States is one of the 
very few that can perform this type of maneuver at night. 

Ricardo: This Hispanic pilot is one of the guys that 
operates the helicopter. Flying at night is a challenge. 

Lt "Buga Buga": Yeah, lack of perception and the 
ability to see anything if you can't see the moon or the stars, 
but in reality, we have sensors, we have a lot of technology 
that helps us complete the mission. 

Ricardo (On-Camera): And you have to come and land 
on this tiny space? 

Lt "Buga Buga": Yes. Yeah, it's very hard, but in reality, 
we have a lot of training. 

Natsound: Helicopter Taking Off 
Ricardo: These are movie-like images...like they say in 

the Navy, "sexy." 

But for the frigate to function, somebody has to do 
maintenance continually, like greasing the cables, sanding 
down rusted areas, so they can be painted later. 

Captain Fuller: All of that stuff that happens behind the 
scenes, is as essential to mission accomplishment as the 
weaponry. 

Ricardo: In fact, several decks below, we found another 
area with a fundamental piece of this ship--the desalinization 
plant. Without it, we wouldn't have fresh water aboard, or any 
means to make ice or drinking water. 

Petty Officer Gonzalez: We get ocean water, salt water, 
and it goes through this machine here. 

Ricardo (On-Camera): How many gallons a day? 
Petty Officer Gonzalez: More than 10,000 gallons a day. 
Natsound: Sailors Dives Into Water 
Ricardo: Surrounded by water, today, it's time to get wet. 

They have a rescue drill. "Coss" is the one who jumps out of 
the helicopter to the ocean. Training to be a lifeguard, he says, 
wasn't easy. 

COSS: Almost two years. There were many schools we 
had to attend. And there was a part of the school that was only 
rescues. Swimming in a pool every day, hours and hours. 

Ricardo: This preparation is vital when a swimmer has to 
fight against the waves created by the rotor blades of the 
helicopter. When he gets to the rescuee, the helicopter lowers 
a cable with a harness, which is red, making it easier to locate. 
The captain and his deputy carefully observe the exercise. The 
lifeguard gives a signal, and the helicopter lifts him and his 
rescuee up, something that perhaps they might have to do, 
even for the drug traffickers themselves. 

View Clip – Part 2 – (RT: 3:28) 
View Clip – Part 3 – (RT: 3:49) 
Transcript translated from Spanish. Video Clip is in 

Spanish 
Return to Index 
 

8. Farragut, Hue City Conducts Exercise With Italian Navy 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 11 JUL 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class A.J. Jones, USS Farragut Public Affairs 

USS FARRAGUT, At Sea -- Guided-missile destroyer 
USS Farragut (DDG 99) and guided-missile cruiser USS Hue 
City (CG 66) conducted a series of maneuvers and 
interoperability drills in a passing exercise with an Italian 
frigate and submarine July 9-10. 

The U.S. ships joined ITS Scire (S527) and ITS Luigi 
Durand de la Penne (D560) for two days of coalition training 
events to promote interoperability and partnership for the 
shared goal of maintaining safety and security of the region's 
sea lanes. 

"I have been highly impressed with the professional 
interactions we've had with [ITS Luigi Durand de la Penne] as 
fellow mariners and comrades in arms," said Cmdr. Glen 
Quast, Farragut commanding officer. "Operations such as 
these are critical, because Italy and the United States often 
work together as part of a multinational force whose purpose 
is to maintain freedom of the seas and increase peace and 
prosperity. We proved that during these two days that we can 
seamlessly work together on a number of levels." 

Many of the events stationed the Italian and American 
warships in close proximity of each other and required 
precision execution. 

By keeping strong ship-to-ship communications and 
leveraging expert seamanship, the ships completed all training 
events safely and successfully. 

On both days, all of the ships participating executed a 
number of navigational maneuvers, complemented by 
maritime warfare-specific events such as an anti-submarine 
warfare exercise and a maritime interdiction operations 
exercise. 

On day two, Farragut's visit, board, search and seizure 
(VBSS) team boarded Luigi Durand de la Penne in an exercise 
where the latter presented itself as a merchant vessel 
potentially smuggling illicit cargo. 

"The boarding of ITS Luigi Durand de la Penne was an 
excellent way to conclude our training with the Italian navy," 
said Lt. James Gensheimer, one of Farragut's boarding 
officers. "We share common goals and common values, and 
we will continue to operate with coalition and partner nations 
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in support of ever greater maritime safety and security. One of 
the many missions we will accomplish during Farragut's 
deployment is promoting the free flow of commerce across the 
world's oceans, and today's training assisted us with meeting 
this objective." 

Farragut is deployed as part of the Eisenhower Carrier 
Strike Group (CSG), supporting maritime security operations 
and theater security cooperation efforts in the U.S. 6th Fleet 

area of responsibility. The Eisenhower CSG includes aircraft 
carrier USS Dwight D. Eisenhower (CVN 69), CSG 8, guided-
missile cruiser USS Hue City (CG 66), guided-missile 
destroyers USS Farragut (DDG 99), USS Winston S. 
Churchill (DDG 81) and USS Jason Dunham (DDG 109), as 
well as the seven squadrons of Carrier Air Wing 7 and 
Destroyer Squadron 28. 
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9. Churchill VBSS Team Trains With Montenegrin Forces 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 11 JUL 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Aaron Chase, USS Winston S. Churchill Public 
Affairs 

BAR, Montenegro -- Visit, board, search and seizure 
(VBSS) team members of guided-missile destroyer USS 
Winston S. Churchill (DDG 81) displayed maritime 
interdiction tactics with the Montenegrin military during a 
coalition training exercise July 9. 

The VBSS team and the maritime squadron of 
Montenegro's special forces each performed a simulated 
maritime interdiction operation (MIO) in order to compare 
strategies and further cooperation between the two allied 
militaries. 

"Every military has different ways of solving problems. 
To observe a diversity of well-trained boarding teams 
interjects new ideas and keeps what you're doing fresh," said 
Lt. j.g. Edward R. Kellum, lead boarding officer of the 
Churchill team. "To see what the Montenegrin Navy is 
capable of and analyze the differences only adds another layer 
of competency to my team's ability to perform their mission." 

In each event, VBSS teams boarded vessels belonging to 
their respective countries, the Churchill for the U.S. Sailors 
and a salvage tug for the Montenegrin special forces. Both 
teams executed boarding techniques to include crew members 
and sweeping the ship for contraband. Military leaders from 
Montenegro observed both sets of boardings. 

"This was an excellent opportunity for us to see and 
compare our levels of tactics and equipment," said 

Montenegro navy Cmdr. Darko Vukovic, deputy chief of 
naval operations for Montenegro. 

While the Montenegrin navy does not have VBSS teams, 
they utilize the maritime squadron special forces personnel to 
perform anti-piracy operations and combat smuggling and 
terrorism. 

"It's a good feeling to get a direct comparison with a 
special forces squadron," said Gunner's Mate 3rd Class (SW) 
Devon Dusseault, a Churchill VBSS team member. "It's great 
to see what they're capable of and integrate those tactics into 
our own." 

The Montenegrin navy consists of 341 personnel, 
according Vukovic. He said he believes close training like this 
will pay even great dividends for Montenegro in the future. 

Winston S. Churchill is on a regularly scheduled 
deployment in support of Maritime Security Operations 
(MSO) and theater Security Cooperation (TSC) efforts in the 
U.S. 5th and 6th Fleet areas of responsibility. Hue City is 
deployed as part of Eisenhower Carrier Strike Group (CSG), 
which includes CSG 8, USS Dwight D. Eisenhower (CVN 
69), guided- missile destroyers USS Farragut (DDG 99), USS 
Winston S. Churchill (DDG 81), and USS Jason Dunham 
(DDG 109), the seven squadrons of Carrier Air Wing (CVW) 
7, and Destroyer Squadron 28. 
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10. USS Jason Dunham Sailors Conduct Community Outreach In Ukraine 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 11 JUL 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class William Jamieson, USS Jason Dunham Public 
Affairs 

ODESSA, Ukraine -- Sailors from guided-missile 
destroyer USS Jason Dunham (DDG 109) painted and 
removed weeds to help restore a play area at Lastochka 
Recuperative Home in Odessa, Ukraine, July 11. 

Jason Dunham is in Ukraine to participate in Sea Breeze 
2012, the largest naval exercise in the Black Sea this year. 

Lastochka's chief engineer, Alexsandr Chumachenko, said 
the effort by the U.S. Navy Sailors was greatly appreciated. 

"It is very difficult to keep up our grounds because our 
facility is so large," said Chumachenko. "We are thrilled to see 
Sailors come, because they ask for nothing in return. They just 
help." 

Lastochka serves more than 140 children, with some who 
stay in the dormitories on the grounds. 

Ship Serviceman 1st Class Sherwin Shepherd, said it was 
an easy decision to participate in the project. 

"I feel I have been so blessed in my life, it's my duty to 
give back," said Shepherd. "It's great to come out here to do 
some good and brighten up a place for these." 

The project was organized by the ship and Ukraine's 
Office of Defense Cooperation. 

"We have to do what we can to help people in need, no 
matter where we find them," said Boatswain's Mate 2nd Class 
Brittany Hargrove. "Any small thing we can do for these 
children and is a worthwhile way to spend a morning." 

USS Jason Dunham Hosts Reception For Sea Breeze 
2012 

(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 11 JUL 12) Mass 
Communication Specialist 2nd Class William Jamieson, USS 
Jason Dunham Public Affairs 

Guided-missile destroyer USS Jason Dunham (DDG 109) 
hosted a reception in Odessa, Ukraine, during Exercise Sea 
Breeze 2012, July 9. 
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The reception was an opportunity for the ship to host 
military and civilian guests and celebrate the start of Exercise 
Sea Breeze 2012, the largest multinational maritime exercise 
in the Black Sea. 

While speaking to assembled guests during the reception, 
Vice Adm. Frank C. Pandolfe, commander, U.S. 6th Fleet, and 
commander, Striking and Support Forces NATO, said Sea 
Breeze was an exciting opportunity for all participating 
nations. 

"Sea Breeze brings our great nations together to build 
upon our maritime capabilities and enhance our 
interoperability," said Pandolfe. "We'll do that by working 
side-by-side, on land, in the air, and at sea, becoming familiar 
with each other's military operating procedures and practices. 
We'll build common understanding and common tactics for 
tackling the most difficult security challenges. We'll build 
upon partnerships that lead to increased understanding and 
interoperability...and all that leads to enhanced security in this 
vital region of the world." 

Head of the Ukrainian navy, Vice Adm. Yuri Ilyin said 
Ukraine considered Sea Breeze to be very important. 

"The challenges that face the world are the same in all 
countries," said Ilyin. "For regional maritime safety, we can't 
underestimate the importance of these exercises." 

The event was held on the flight deck and the ship's 
supply department set up, served and catered the entire event. 

"We have a lot of young guys working in our department, 
but they have a lot of talent and desire to always do their best," 
said Culinary Specialist 2nd Class Paul Brown. "Every time 
we host a reception, it's different, but our guys are extremely 
flexible and always step up to do what has to be done. I'm very 
proud of what they accomplished tonight." 

During Jason Dunham's visit to Odessa, crew members 
will have opportunities to participate in tours coordinated 
through the ship's Morale, Welfare and Recreation committee 
and community relations project. 

Sea Breeze 2012, co-hosted by the Ukrainian and U.S. 
navies, aims to improve maritime safety, security and stability 
engagements in the Black Sea by enhancing the capabilities of 
Partnership for Peace and Black Sea regional maritime 
security forces. 

Jason Dunham is on a regularly scheduled deployment in 
support of maritime security operations and theater security 
cooperation efforts in the U.S. 6th Fleet area of responsibility. 
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11. F/A-18 Super Hornets Stinging The Skies In Pensacola 
Area echoing with jets' practices 
(PENSACOLA NEWS JOURNAL 11 JUL 12) ... Rob Johnson 

Lt. Bryan Geiger is flying his dream jet several times a 
day — or night — over Pensacola lately. And yes, he’s aware 
of creating a noise level that’s loud, even for an area that loves 
the sound of freedom. 

“Sorry about that,” said Geiger, 28, noting that he’s trying 
to keep it quiet — limiting his speed over populated areas to 
about 300 miles per hour, less than 25 percent of his aircraft’s 
top speed. 

“This is a Super Hornet. This is what I wanted, and here I 
am,” said Geiger, 28, standing by his top-of-the-line F/A-18, 
whose Carrier Air Wing 3 is among several groups, totaling 
about 100 aviators, training here temporarily for three weeks 
through much of July. 

Geiger and his colleagues are visiting for practice while 
their ship, the USS Harry S. Truman, is docked for repairs in 
Norfolk, Va. Their usual landlocked air strip that mimics a 
carrier’s flattop, or seagoing runway, is in Oceana, Va., and is 
being refurbished. 

You may have been seeing and hearing the planes during 
their sorties, which start about 4:30 p.m. and end about 2:30 

a.m. Their jets are parked and maintained at Pensacola Naval 
Air Station. 

Practically anonymous compared with the elite Blue 
Angels, Geiger and the other fleet pilots aren’t used to the 
audiences who are witnessing their daily exercises. 

They take various routes over Pensacola, Gulf Breeze and 
Pensacola Beach on the way to and from the Navy’s Outlying 
Field Choctaw near Whiting Field Naval Air Station, which is 
also constructed to simulate a flattop. 

“We need to practice a lot at night because when we’re at 
sea, we need to be able to do that,” said Geiger. 

Choctaw, while landlocked, can be made to resemble the 
relatively small runway of a carrier by the use of lights that 
limit the jet’s landing and takeoff space to 1,000 feet. By 
comparison, runways at Pensacola Naval Air Station measure 
no less than 7,000 feet. 

“It’s kind of scary there at night,” Geiger said. 
But he’s used to flying his Super Hornet in tight spaces, 

and tough ones too, having flown combat missions in both 
Iraq and Afghanistan. 

View Gallery (13 Photos) 
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12. U.S. Navy Divers To Search WWII Plane For Bodies 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 11 JUL 12) 

OTTAWA — U.S. Navy divers plan to search 
Wednesday the wreck of a U.S. Air Force airplane that sank in 
the Gulf of Saint Lawrence in 1942 for the remains of five 
American crewmen, an official said. 

Canadian underwater archeologists accidentally 
discovered the wreck of the amphibious aircraft in 2009 
during routine work, about two kilometers (1.2 miles) off the 
coast of the village of Longue-Pointe-de-Mingan, Quebec. 

A 50-person U.S. military recovery team "will conduct 
underwater excavations to search for the remains of the 
victims as well as any of their personal belongings," Parks 
Canada said in a statement. 

The Catalina seaplane had foundered in rough weather on 
November 2, 1942, in the waters surrounding what is now the 
Mingan Archipelago National Park Reserve in the eastern part 
of the gulf. 
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It was based at Presque Isle, Maine, in the United States, 
and serviced an airfield in Longue-Pointe-de-Mingan, about 
1,000 kilometers (620 miles) northeast of Montreal. 

Nine people were on board when the aircraft went down. 
Four of the crew escaped the flooding plane and were rescued 
by local fishermen rowing out from shore in open boats in 
rough seas. 

The five others perished, trapped inside. 
The recovery mission "is significant because it is a 

witness of the collaboration between Canada and the United 
States during World War II, particularly in respect to the aerial 
bridge developed between North America and Europe," said 
Canadian Senator Michel Rivard. 

"The government of Canada will do all it can to assist 
JPAC (U.S. Joint Prisoners of War, Missing in Action 
Accounting Command) in their solemn mission." 

In 1941 and 1942, the United States constructed a series 
of airfields in eastern Canada to ferry aircraft to Allied air 
forces in northern Europe, as part of the so-called "Crimson 
Route." 

The construction of the airfield in Longue-Pointe-de-
Mingan was meant to serve as an emergency landing strip 
along the ferry route between Presque Isle and Goose Bay, 
Labrador. 
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13. Locklear: China Visit Represents Positive Step 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 11 JUL 12) ... Donna Miles 

ABOARD A MILITARY AIRCRAFT – Recognizing that 
the United States and China have more areas of convergence 
than differences, the top U.S. officer in the Pacific said he’s 
more convinced after his recent visit there that the two 
countries can build on common ground as they strive to get 
their military-to-military relationship back on track. 

Navy Adm. Samuel J. Locklear III spent four days in 
China in late June, meeting with Chinese Defense Minister 
Gen. Lian Guanglie of the Central Military Commission, Gen. 
Ma Ziaotian, deputy chief of the general staff, and other senior 
military leaders. 

The visit was the first for a U.S. Pacific Command chief 
in four years, representing what Locklear said he hopes will be 
a new start in what he conceded has been an “on-again, off-
again” relationship between the two militaries. 

China abruptly severed ties in early 2010 over U.S. arms 
sales to Taiwan, and the military-to-military relationship has 
slowly resumed since 2011. 

As he took the helm at Pacom in April, Locklear said he 
would make restoring the relationship a top priority. 

“Both nations realize that it’s not in the best interests of 
anyone in the world for the U.S. and China not to have a 
favorable relationship with each other, and that good military-
to-military relations [are] critical to that,” he said. 

Speaking to American Forces Press Service during a 
flight to Australia, Locklear called the visit to China an initial 
step in the right direction. “You can’t have a relationship with 
somebody you don’t talk to,” he said. “So you have to start 
with that. And then you have to have a frank dialogue. And I 
think the Chinese, like Americans, appreciate frank dialogue. 
So when you tell them how you see it, and they tell you how 
they see it, then at least you know where you are starting 
from.” 

Locklear said he explained the renewed U.S. focus on 
Asia and the Pacific, a cornerstone of the new U.S. strategic 
guidance, and emphasized that it in no way intends to 
“contain” China. 

“I outlined the Asia-Pacific rebalance so they could 
understand what we are doing and why we are doing it,” he 
said of his address to students and cadre at the China Academy 
of Military Science. “And I pointed out to them that this is 
about trying to provide a security environment with our allies 

and … our strategic partners and our emerging partners that is 
good for everyone.” 

Locklear said he told the Chinese that they should have 
not only a role in that security environment, but “a productive 
role in it.” 

China faces decisions about how it will enter into that 
security environment, he said. Meanwhile, the United States, 
along with its allies and partners, will have to determine how 
they engage with China in that environment. 

“So there is a responsibility on both sides,” the admiral 
said. “And we have a couple of options – not just us, but our 
allies and partners. We can encourage China to make good 
decisions. Or we can make it difficult for them to make good 
decisions, and then we have to live with the outcome.” 

While underscoring the importance of positive relations 
between the two countries, Locklear said he made clear during 
his visit that the lack of transparency about China’s military 
buildup and the motivation behind it troubles the United States 
and many other regional nations. 

“What we are all concerned about is miscalculation,” the 
admiral said, calling military-to-military engagements a way 
to help in clarifying intentions and preventing conflict. 

“Neither government, nor do I think any of our allies or 
our partners, want to have a conflict between China and the 
United States,” he said. “It just doesn’t make any sense.” 

Working through areas of disagreement will take time, he 
acknowledged, expressing hope that it can be done in a way 
that “prevents miscalculation and prevents unnecessary 
confrontation that is not good for anybody.” 

Locklear said he and his Chinese hosts addressed several 
areas of contention, including China’s claims over the South 
China Sea. “That whole area is a small backyard, and it is 
owned by a lot of people, and they don’t all agree where the 
fence lines are,” he said. The United States has not taken sides 
in the territorial dispute there, but firmly believes that 
“whatever happens in that part of the world has to be resolved 
peacefully and without coercion,” he added. 

What the United States takes issue with, he said, are 
China’s maritime claims that would hinder freedom of trade 
and movement through international waters. 

“This is a place where we diverge, and [that] has caused 
difficulties,” Locklear said. “So we have to keep working with 
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[China] on that and we have to keep working to ensure that as 
we disagree on that, it doesn’t lead to miscalculation that 
drives us in a direction we don’t want to go.” 

His talks in China also extended to another area of 
contention: arms sales to Taiwan. The United States supports 
the “one-China policy,” he said, but also is committed to 
ensuring that Taiwan has a “minimum credible deterrence.” 

Locklear expressed hope that the United States and China 
can look beyond these issues and focus on common interests 
as they forge a more positive path in their relationship. 

“It is in all our best interests to figure out how to do this 
together,” he said. “As China emerges as a regional power and 
maybe eventually a global economic power, the question is 
how do we … help them do so in a positive way that promotes 
regional security and prosperity?” 
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14. China Urges ASEAN To Avoid Sea Spat 
Beijing Defends Sea Claims As Clinton Visits Region 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 12 JUL 12) ... Patrick Barta 

China asserted its territorial claims in the Western Pacific 
on two fronts Wednesday, warning diplomats gathered in 
Cambodia's capital to respect its claims in the South China Sea 
and engaging in a standoff with Japanese vessels in the East 
China Sea. 

Beijing sought to block efforts to resolve long-running 
tensions over claims in the South China Sea, warning 
participants in a regional summit attended by U.S. Secretary of 
State Hillary Clinton in Phnom Penh that it is "crucial" they 
leave the issue out of their discussions. 

Mrs. Clinton arrived in the Cambodian capital late 
Wednesday after making a brief but historic trip to the Laotian 
capital of Vientiane. She is the first U.S. secretary of state to 
visit Laos since John Foster Dulles in 1955. She met with the 
communist nation's prime minister, Thongsing Thammavong, 
and discussed ways of unlocking more investment there as 
part of Washington's effort to build allies in Southeast Asia to 
match China's growing influence in the region. 

But Mrs. Clinton's Asia tour, which has included stops in 
Japan, Mongolia and Vietnam, has been clouded by tensions 
over the waters off China's coast. 

In the East China Sea, Chinese patrol vessels on 
Wednesday entered waters claimed by Japan near islands 
controlled by Japan and claimed by China and Taiwan, setting 
off a confrontation with the Japanese coast guard. 

The face-off, following days of hostile rhetoric since 
Japanese Prime Minister Yoshihiko Noda said his government 
was considering purchasing the privately owned islands, 
fueled concerns that the island fight will strain burgeoning 
economic ties between the two Asian powers. 

Wednesday's East China Sea drama started around 4 a.m. 
Tokyo time. A Chinese patrol vessel came within 22 
kilometers (14 miles) of the islands known as Senkaku in 
Japan and Diaoyu in China, entering what Japan considers its 
territorial waters. Two other Chinese vessels also appeared, 
with one entering the territorial waters, according to the 
Japanese Coast Guard. 

The three left within about four hours, after repeated 
warnings from Coast Guard officials. 

"Our vessel is conducting official duties within China's 
territorial waters," one vessel said in response to Japanese 
warnings, according to the Coast Guard. "Do not obstruct. 
Leave the Chinese waters immediately." 

Afterwards, spokesmen for both governments faced off. 
"It is very clear that the Senkaku Islands are Japan's inherent 
territory both from historical and legal perspectives," said 
Japan's chief cabinet secretary, Osamu Fujimura. "And in 
reality, Japan effectively controls them."China spokesman Liu 

Weimin said in Beijing, "The Diaoyu island and its affiliated 
islets have been China's inherent territory since ancient times 
... China does not accept Japanese representations over it." 

Meanwhile, China is increasingly asserting its territorial 
claims in the South China Sea, setting off disputes with other 
neighbors, notably the Philippines and Vietnam. 

The resource-rich South China Sea —which carries 
around half of the world's total trade—is claimed in whole or 
part by China, the Philippines, Vietnam, Malaysia, Taiwan 
and Brunei, and frictions have intensified lately. In one of the 
latest dust-ups, Chinese and Philippine ships were locked in a 
two-month standoff at a disputed area known as the 
Scarborough Shoal after Philippine authorities tried to arrest 
Chinese fishermen accused by Manila of illegally harvesting 
coral in the waters. The ships finally began to withdraw last 
month after heavy storms made it difficult for them to remain. 

The Philippines and other Southeast Asian claimants are 
hoping to make headway on defusing the sea disputes 
Thursday, when foreign ministers from Southeast Asia, China 
and other countries meet at a series of annual summit 
gatherings sponsored by the 10-member Association of 
Southeast Asian Nations in Phnom Penh. 

Mrs. Clinton on Tuesday told reporters in Hanoi she 
hoped Asian leaders would work on a code of conduct for 
activities in the sea to ensure disagreements are resolved 
amicably. 

In a commentary published Wednesday by the state-run 
Xinhua news agency, China said ministers gathering in Phnom 
Penh should "be wary" of letting the South China Sea 
"distract" them, because ASEAN meetings are "not a proper 
platform" for discussing the issue. 

Rather, they should focus on building mutual trust and 
cooperation, it said. 

"Thus, it is preferable and crucial that the Phnom Penh 
meetings keep to their agenda and leave South China Sea 
issues to China and the specific ASEAN countries concerned," 
it said. 

The statements came a day after similar warnings from a 
Chinese foreign-ministry spokesman, who at a briefing 
described the discussions on the South China Sea as 
"deliberate hype" designed "to interfere with the relationship 
between China and ASEAN." 

"Certainly, disagreements exist, but we have constantly 
shown that a common understanding can be reached through 
peaceful negotiations," said Surin Pitsuwan, ASEAN's 
secretary-general. "I am confident that our collective wisdom 
and shared experiences will help us steer through these 
difficulties." 
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Central to the latest debate is an on-again, off-again effort 
to complete the so-called code of conduct, which ASEAN 
leaders envision as a legally binding document that would 
guide behavior in the sea and establish protocols for resolving 
future disputes peacefully. 

Asian leaders agreed to draft a code a decade ago. But it 
was never completed, in part because of China's position that 
disagreements should be settled on a bilateral rather than 
multilateral basis. Critics of China's policy say the country 
fears it would be harder to negotiate South China Sea rules 
with a united ASEAN—a region of some 600 million 
people—and wants to isolate the individual nations that have 
the strongest claims. 

Efforts to salvage the code were revived at a series of 
ASEAN meetings in Bali last year. Since then, ASEAN 
leaders have been working to develop a more comprehensive 
code and a timeline for finishing it, perhaps as early as later 
this year, according to people familiar with the matter. But 
hopes for any progress in Phnom Penh are running low. 

"I think this is going to be really bloody, this one," said 
Ian Storey, a senior fellow at the Institute of Southeast Asian 
Studies in Singapore, referring to thePhnom Penh summits. 

Complicating the situation in the East China Sea, tensions 
within Japan over the ownership of the private islands may 
take months to sort out. Japanese officials say Prime Minister 
Noda was forced into announcing his plan to purchase the 
islands—even knowing it would raise Beijing's ire—by 
Shintaro Ishihara, Tokyo's combative governor. 

Known for his incendiary attitude toward China, Mr. 
Ishihara had made a surprise proposal in May that his city buy 
the uninhabited islands, though they lie thousands of miles 
from the capital. Mr. Ishihara's highly publicized campaign 
has raised over ¥1.3 billion ($17 million) in donations. 

After Mr. Noda's announcement, Mr. Ishihara said Tokyo 
would first purchase the islands and then sell them to the 
government, citing the private owners' desire. Thie islands are 
owned by a Japanese family but the government maintains a 
lease on them that is renewed annually. 

In China's account of the encounter, as reported by the 
state-run Xinhua news agency, three boats on "routine patrol" 
approached the islands. Xinhua characterized them as "law-
enforcement vessels," citing a seasonal fishing ban China has 
declared in the East China Sea, and said such patrols have 
been conducted since 2010. Boats of the same type sailed into 
the areas Japan considers its territorial waters this past March 
and in August of last year. 

During a major confrontation over the islands in the fall 
of 2010, China sent in a bigger patrol vessel, able to carry 
helicopters. 

With no resolution of the ownership transfer in sight, 
some in Japan fear a repeat of that bitter 2010 confrontation, 
which put a damper on bilateral trade, investment and tourism 
for many months. Others fear even worse: a landing on one of 
the islands by Chinese representatives, triggering a violent 
conflict. 

Koji Murata, professor of political science at Doshisha 
University in Kyoto, said that Mr. Noda, energized by his 
recent success on a contentious tax increase, now hopes to 
boost his national-security image by inserting himself into the 
island issue—but that it's a perilous decision. 

"It's easy to nationalize the islands, but how would he 
provide naval defense?" Mr. Murata said. "It's nationalization 
with no follow-up plans. I think this is a very precarious 
situation." 
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15. China Becoming 'More Aggressive': Philippines 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 11 JUL 12) ... Martin Abbugao 

PHNOM PENH, Cambodia -- China is growing "more 
aggressive" in dealing with rival territorial claims, the 
Philippines said Wednesday, after a fresh spat erupted 
between Tokyo and Beijing over a remote chain of islands. 

"It looks like they are becoming more aggressive every 
day," said Philippine Foreign Secretary Albert del Rosario, 
whose own country is locked in a months-long dispute with 
China over a shoal in the South China Sea. 

Beijing on Wednesday asserted its "indisputable 
sovereignty" over the uninhabited territory in the East China 
Sea after three Chinese patrol boats approached the islands, 
prompting Japan to summon the Chinese ambassador. 

The dispute, which centres around islands in the East 
China Sea known as Senkaku in Japanese and Diaoyu in 
Chinese, is the latest territorial row involving China and its 
neighbours. 

It comes as China and Southeast Asian countries struggle 
to make progress on a code of conduct to ease tension in the 
resource-rich South China Sea. 

Tensions have flared recently in the area with both 
Vietnam and the Philippines accusing Beijing of aggression. 

China claims essentially all of the South China Sea, home 
to vital shipping lanes and believed to be rich in oil and gas 
deposits. Taiwan and ASEAN members the Philippines, 
Vietnam, Brunei and Malaysia also have claims in the waters. 

Foreign ministers from across the region are currently 
meeting in the Cambodian capital Phnom Penh for a week-
long security forum which has been dominated by efforts to 
ease friction over the competing claims. 

A joint statement by the 10-member Association of 
Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) has been held up as 
countries wrangle over whether to include a reference to 
recent incidents in the South China Sea. 

Del Rosario told reporters in Phnom Penh it had been a 
"difficult" day, adding that he was still pushing for a mention 
of the tense situation in the Scarborough Shoal, a group of 
rocky outcrops also claimed by China. 
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16. Australia And Japan To Collaborate On Developing Military Technologies 
(JANE'S DEFENCE WEEKLY 11 JUL 12) ... Jon Grevatt 

BANGKOK -- Australia and Japan are engaged in talks 
about the potential joint development of military technologies, 
the Australian Department of Defence (DoD) confirmed to 
IHS Jane's on 10 July. 

The bilateral discussions will be advanced later this 
month when Rear Admiral Rowan Moffitt, head of the Royal 
Australian Navy's (RAN's) Project SEA 1000 Future 
Submarine programme, and Dr Alexander Zelinsky, chief 
defence scientist and head of the Defence Science and 
Technology Organisation, travel to Japan. 

A DoD spokesperson said: "Australia and Japan are 
engaging in broad-ranging discussions on possible defence 
science and technology co-operation, but there has been no 
decision on specific areas of co-operation." 

While Rear Admiral Moffitt's visit to Japan indicates the 
possible exploration of co-operation in submarine 
technologies, the DoD denied media reports in Australia that 
his trip will be focused on reviewing the Japan Maritime Self-
Defence Force's 2,900-tonne Souryu-class diesel electric 
submarine as part of preparation for the Future Submarine 
programme. 

In May 2012 the Australian government allocated 
AUD214 million (USD218.3 million) to undertake additional 
detailed studies and analysis to support the RAN's Future 
Submarine programme, which is expected to enter a 
construction phase towards the end of this decade. 

IHS Jane's reported earlier this year that Australia and 
Japan had held discreet talks about the capabilities of the 
Souryu-class submarine. However, the DoD spokesperson said 
of Rear Admiral Moffitt and Zelinsky's trip to Japan that 

"there are no plans to visit a Souryu-class submarine during 
the visit, and no such request has been made". 

The move to expand Australian-Japanese relations into 
defence science and technologies was outlined in June 2012 at 
the Shangri-La Dialogue in Singapore. The development is in 
alignment with bilateral defence agreements and activities that 
the two countries have undertaken in recent years. 

In 2010 Australia and Japan inked an Acquisition and 
Cross Servicing Agreement under which the two countries 
will provide fuel, transport and logistical support to each 
other; in 2011 the Royal Australian Air Force and the Japan 
Air Self-Defence Force conducted their first bilateral flying 
operations during exercises in the U.S.; and in 2012 Japan and 
Australia signed an accord aimed at protecting classified 
information shared by the two nations. 

Any pending Australian-Japanese agreement to 
collaborate on military technologies could be similar in nature 
to one signed earlier this year between Japan and the UK. A 
memorandum signed by the two countries in June - also at the 
Shangri-La Dialogue - calls for Japan and the UK to 
collaborate on the development and production of defence 
equipment and co-operate in defence science and 
technologies. 

Japan's move to collaborate with both countries is a 
consequence of Japan's decision in late 2011 to relax its 
regulations on defence exports and its industry's involvement 
in international development programmes. This, in turn, is 
intended to give Japan's defence industry an opportunity to 
gain access to modern technologies through involvement in 
collaboration programmes and therefore lower the cost of 
developing military equipment. 
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17. Indian Navy Visits Port Klang 
(NEW STRAITS TIMES (MALAYSIA) 11 JUL 12) ... R. Anbu 

PORT KLANG -- The Eastern Fleet of the Indian Navy 
made a brief stopover at the Glenmarie Port Klang Cruise 
Centre recently. 

The fleet which consists of INS Rana, INS Shivalik, INS 
Shakti, INS Karmuk, and was led by Flag Officer 
Commanding-in-Chief of Eastern Naval Command Vice-
Admiral Anil Chopra. 

It was on a goodwill visit to Malaysia, China, Japan, 
Philippines, Republic of Korea, Singapore and Vietnam. 

Jessica Theviya, 10, and her parents were  at the public 
viewing. 

"I want to thank my parents for taking me to visit the 
ships," said the Year Four pupil of SRK Taman SEA, Petaling 
Jaya. 

"I'm very excited to board the warships. This is the first 
time I'm stepping onto a ship. The modern weapons in the 
warships are quite scary," added Jessica. 

H. Selvaarjoo, the managing director of a logistics 
services company in Port Klang, was at the viewing with his 
children, 7-year-old S. Mahendra Varma and 5-year-old S. 
Sakthi Velan. 

"I brought my children to expose them to warships," he 
said. 

"It's amazing to see real warships. My younger brother 
and I  are very excited. We were given biscuits and 
refreshments by the sailors," said Mahendra. 

Mahendra and Sakthi are studying at the Global Indian 
International School in Kuala Lumpur. 

Lt-Commander R. S. Saharan of INS Shivalik briefed the 
visitors on the ship's capabilities and answered their questions. 

Saharan, who is from West Bengal, said: "I have been 
with the Indian Navy for five years. 

"It is a tough but fulfilling job. It gives me a sense of 
achievement because I am serving my country." 

INS Shivalik has features which reduce the probability of 
her detection by the enemy. The ship's Indian-Russian-Israeli 
weapon sensor fit is controlled through a combat management 
system called CMS-17. 

She is equipped with modern LM 2500 gas turbines 
which propel her to speeds in excess of 30 knots. She has two 
multi-role helicopters and is one of the first ships in the Indian 
Navy with proven defence against nuclear, biological and 
chemical attack. 

She has a state-of-the-art total atmospheric control system 
which ensures complete removal of radioactive, chemical or 
biological impurities, and protects the crew and ship systems. 
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Her power requirements are met by four diesel alternators 
which together produce four mega watts of power controlled 
through an automated power management system. 

She has a crew of 290, including 35 officers, and is 
commanded by Capt Rajesh Pendharkar. 

INS Rana, a frontline warship, is designed for multi-
dimensional combat operations. The guided missile destroyer 
has an array of weapons and sensors, and  carries a 
multiengine helicopter. 

She is a compact and comprehensive modern fighting 
machine built for speed and devastating firepower. She is 
fitted with four gas turbines and has a top speed in excess of 
30 knots. 

The ship is commanded by Capt K.A. Bopanna and  has a 
crew of 35 officers and 350 sailors. 

INS Karmuk is equipped with an impressive arsenal 
which includes 16 surface-to-surface missiles, anti-aircraft 
shoulder launched missile, a medium range gun, close-in 
weapon system, advanced surveillance sensors, fire control 
radars and electronic warfare systems. 

INS Karmuk was designed by Indian naval architects and 
built by Garden Reach Shipbuilders and Engineers, Kolkata. 

She can operate in environments ranging from low 
intensity maritime operations to full-scale war. 

Her weapons and modern surveillance capability make 
her a front-line combatant capable of operating in a dense 
multi-threat environment. 

INS Karmuk is headed by Commander Vivek Dahiya and 
has a crew of 10 officers and 90 sailors. 

INS Shakti was inducted into the Eastern Fleet in 
October, last year, to enhance the operational capabilities of 
the Indian Navy. She was built at Fincantieri Shipyard in 
Genoa, Italy. 

Powering the Punch is the motto of the ship for its 
abilities to conduct operational logistics. 

The ship has state-of-the-art sensors and an electronic 
warfare suite and is fitted with four AK-630 guns with the 
advanced indigenous optronic gun fire control system. 

She carries Seaking, Kamov and indigenous helicopters. 
INS Shakti has a full load displacement of 2,7500 tons 

and is capable of generating 9.9 mega watts of power and can 
travel at speeds greater than 20 knots. 

She is designed to operate as a command platform by 
virtue of her flag bridge, flag operations room, 
communication, networking and video conferencing facilities. 

She has an eight-bedded hospital with a state-of-the-art 
operation theatre, analysis laboratory, radiology and dental 
facilities. 

She can carry solid cargo and containers on the upper 
deck with workshop facilities for the fleet. 

INS Shakti has a crew of 26 officers and 203 sailors, and 
is commanded by Capt Ravi Malhotra. 

One of the ship's crew members, Subrata Mondal 22, 
from Kolkata, said: "I have gained knowledge after visiting 
many countries and meeting people from diverse cultures.” 

View Gallery (8 Photos) 
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18. Moscow Sends Warships To Syria: War Games Or Evacuation? 
Almost half the ships in a Russian flotilla headed to Syria are well suited for transporting large numbers of 
people. As many as 100,000 Russians may live in Syria. 
(CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR 11 JUL 12) ... Fred Weir 

MOSCOW -- A Russian flotilla of a dozen warships, 
drawn from three naval fleets, is headed for the eastern 
Mediterranean to hold maneuvers, and will put into the Syrian 
port of Tartus, where Russia operates a naval supply base. 

Russian officials insist these war games were scheduled 
long ago, and that they are designed for all the usual purposes 
of such exercises, primarily showing the flag in far-flung 
regions of the globe. But one striking detail tells a very 
different story: almost half the ships headed for the 
Mediterranean from Russia's Arctic, Baltic, and Black Sea 
fleets are giant amphibious assault craft. 

That's a type of vessel that's good for transporting large 
numbers of people (and tanks), and getting them in and out of 
tight places. Experts say this is pretty conclusive evidence that 
the Kremlin is actively preparing for the grim but probably 
imminent necessity to evacuate tens of thousands of Russian 
citizens and their dependents from Syria as the regime of 
strongman Bashar al-Assad collapses. 

"I am quite sure that Russia is thinking about how to 
handle the possibility that tens of thousands of our own 
citizens, and perhaps others, may have to be extracted from a 
dangerous and volatile situation in Syria," says Sergei 
Markov, vice president of the Plekhanov Economic University 
in Moscow and a frequent adviser to Russian President 
Vladimir Putin. 

"This was a scheduled exercise, and it has the purpose of 
demonstrating Russia's support for Assad and its important 
role in the region, but probably the mix of ships in the flotilla 
has been changed to reflect a potentially more practical 
purpose," he adds. 

Syria has been a political and military partner of Moscow 
since 1971, and Russia has stubbornly refused to acquiesce to 
any international action that would license military 
intervention or tough sanctions against the regime of Mr. 
Assad. 

Shift In Tone? 
But in recent weeks, Moscow, perhaps sensing the 

inevitable demise of Assad, has begun to shift its ground. This 
week, Russia announced that it will cancel new arms contracts 
with Syria. 

On Tuesday, Russia hosted a delegation from the Syrian 
National Council, the main exiled Syrian opposition group, as 
part of its efforts to look more flexible. 

"There is a certain transformation in the Russian position, 
which you can see from the more active diplomatic stance 
that's being taken," says Fyodor Lukyanov, editor of Russia in 
Global Affairs, a leading Moscow foreign policy journal. 
"Russia is eager to diversify its options." 

Russian media report that the antisubmarine frigate 
Admiral Chabanenko, plus three huge assault craft -- the 
Alexander Otrakovsky, Georgy Pobedonosets, and Kondopoga 
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-- are on their way with a supply ship and a tug from the 
Navy's northern fleet base near Murmansk. They are set to 
rendezvous with a corvette and a tanker of the Baltic fleet, 
based in Kaliningrad. They will be joined in the eastern 
Mediterranean by five ships from the Black Sea fleet, 
including the destroyer Smetlivy, two amphibious assault 
ships – named in some reports as the Caesar Kunikov and the 
Nikolai Filchenkov – and two smaller vessels. 

Estimates of the number of Russians in Syria range up to 
100,000, though no one seems to have a clear figure. Part of 
the reason for that is that thousands of Russian women have 
married Syrians over the past 40 years – since Syria became a 
key client state of the USSR, and huge numbers of (mostly 
male) Syrian students started flowing into Soviet universities. 

"Nobody knows for sure, but 30,000 to 40,000 is a good 
guess, mostly Russian women, wives of Syrian students, who 
moved there over past decades," says Georgi Mirsky, an 
expert with the official Institute of World Economy and 

International Relations in Moscow. "Then there are children, 
other dependents. There are smaller numbers of Russian 
officials and their families," plus employees of Russian 
companies that are active in Syria. 

Mr. Markov says Russia may have to take responsibility 
for citizens of other members of the Commonwealth of 
Independent States, and also up to 30,000 Circassians  -- 
Caucasian people who fled Russia in the 19th century but 
some of whom have reportedly petitioned the Russian 
government for repatriation. 

Experts say that Russia took careful note when China 
successfully evacuated more than 30,000 of its own citizens 
from war-torn Libya last year, using landing craft of the 
Chinese Navy to accomplish part of the task. 

"Everyone was very impressed by the Chinese operation; 
it set down a kind of a marker," says Mr. Lukyanov. "It means 
that we can't do less than that, should the need arise." 
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19. Government Buys Three British Ships To Strengthen Navy And Defend The Pre-Salt 
Brazilian Navy Purchase of British Ships To Aid in Defense of Offshore Resources 
(RIO DE JANEIRO O GLOBO (BRAZIL) 09 JUL 12) ... Danilo Fariello 

PORTSMOUTH, England -- The Brazilian Government 
is expanding its Navy fleet to protect the country's natural 
resources, including pre-salt deposits, in the Atlantic Ocean. 
This year, three oceangoing patrol boats were purchased from 
the United Kingdom for a total of 400 million reals [R]. An 
R8-billion program to purchase sundry vessels intended for 
increasing Brazilian Navy presence and combat capability in 
the sea will be launched by December this year. 

The British company BAE Systems last month delivered 
the first of these patrol boats: the 2,000-metric tons 
"Amazonas." 

These high-speed vessels have an autonomy of 35 days at 
sea. Once all three ships are delivered, at least one of them 
will be in operation all the time. 

Equipped with one cannon and two machineguns, the 
patrol boats will be used to fight illegal activities ranging from 
conventional piracy and unlicensed fishing to oil spills. 

The ships -- which can accommodate six containers, two 
speedboats, and have a helipad -- also may be used for 
humanitarian missions and search-and-rescue operations. The 
government has also purchased ship technology, which 
implies the ability to build similar vessels. The government 
says at least two more ships of this class are needed. 

According to Fleet Admiral Fernando Eduardo Wiemer, 
the Navy chief of staff, "the prevailing national approach is to 
promote the development of a national defense industry." 

The Brazilian Defense Ministry has labeled as "top 
strategic priority" the pre-salt prospecting area next to the 
mouth of the Amazonas River. The mouth of the Amazonas 
River is home to the greatest biodiversity along the entire 
Brazilian sea coast. 

"Portsmouth, England -- The three patrol boats purchased 
by Brazil will help protect not only the Brazilian coast, but 
also the country's activities and economic interests in foreign 
seas. This year, for example, Brazil participated in a UN 
peacekeeping mission in Lebanon. 

"According to the Navy Chief of Staff, Adm Fernando 
Eduardo Wiemer, 90% or foreign trade is transported by sea, 

but monitoring is restricted to the 4.5 million square 
kilometers that belong to the country. Hence, he believes a 
Navy overhaul is warranted. 

"'The sea border is established through the presence of 
Navy ships. With ships patrolling the border those who sail 
through realize that the region belongs to Brazil and this 
prevents other countries from coming here to exploit our 
resources,' 'Amazonas' patrol boat Commander Giovani 
Correa says. 

Navy Says Ships Were a 'Purchase of Opportunity 
"According to Correa, major piracy enforcement efforts 

along the African coast may compel pirates to migrate from 
the eastern coast to the western coast of the continent. 

"'If we are not prepared, they could come to our coast,' he 
said. 

"The Brazilian Navy says the three ships were a 'purchase 
of opportunity,' which presented itself after the deal between 
BAE Systems and the Government of Trinidad and Tobago 
fell through. 

"The Program for the Acquisition of Surface Vessels 
(Prosuper) also stipulates the purchase of five 6,000 metric 
tons frigates or escort ships, five 1,800 metric tons oceangoing 
patrol boats, and one 12,000 metric tons logistic support ship. 

"The British company BAE Systems also builds ships for 
the Royal Navy, the official name of the British naval force, 
which is regarded as one of the world's most advanced naval 
forces and has an exchange program with the Brazilian Navy. 

"Six other countries have submitted bids that meet 
Prosuper technical and operational requirements: Germany 
(Thyssenkru pp), South Korea (DSME [Daewoo Shipbuilding 
& Marine Engineering Co. Ltd.]), Spain (Navantia), France 
(DGN), The Netherlands (Damen), and Italy, (Fincantieri). 

"As far as the Brazilian Government is concerned, the 
presence of its Navy in the seas helps protect not only borders, 
but Brazilian interests in general. Patrol boats may be used for 
operations in foreign seas. For example, en route to Brazil 
from Portsmouth, England, the 'Amazonas' will sail along the 
coast of various African countries to promote relations. 
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"'Africa's western coast is very important for us, hence, 
upon receiving a new ship we cannot miss the opportunity to 
visit ports of countries with which Brazil is seeking closer 
relations,' Wiemer stated." 

This is an English language translation. Article originally 
appears in Portuguese. 
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20. Lockheed's F-35 Fighter Attracts Foreign Interest 
(REUTERS 11 JUL 12) ... Andrea Shalal-Esa 

FARNBOROUGH, England -- More than 25 countries 
have expressed interest in Lockheed Martin Corp's F-35 Joint 
Strike Fighter, including Singapore, which is still evaluating 
its options, and South Korea, which is due to pick a winner in 
its fighter competition by year's end, top Lockheed officials 
said on Wednesday. 

South Korean officials are due to visit Lockheed's Fort 
Worth, Texas, production facility and other sites later this year 
for weeks of data-gathering, including classified simulator 
tests, as they weigh the F-35 bid, according to sources familiar 
with what will be handled as a government-to-government 
sale. 

Lockheed's F-35 Joint Strike Fighter is vying with Boeing 
Co's F-15 fighter and the four-nation European Typhoon for 
the multibillion-dollar 60-jet South Korean order. 

Lockheed beat Boeing to win the lucrative Joint Strike 
Fighter contract in 2001. After years of cost overruns and 
technical challenges, as well as a 10-week strike earlier this 
year, Lockheed's $396 billion F-35 program is now focused on 
what officials describe as normal goals for any new military 
aircraft: completing development and testing, starting pilot 
training and drumming up more foreign orders. 

"We're executing to plan, and executing to plan means 
that we're becoming predictable," Larry Lawson, executive 
vice president for aeronautics at Lockheed, told Reuters during 
an interview at the Farnborough International Airshow. 

"And predictable is a very good thing ... with the amount 
of oversight that we have on the F-35 program," he said. 

Japan's decision to buy the F-35 last December gave the 
program a big boost, but U.S. officials are keen to lock in 
more customers to help increase the number of jets being built, 
which in turn will reduce the price of all planes that are 
eventually built. 

Lockheed had hoped to drive down the price per plane by 
quickly ramping up production to around 18 to 20 planes a 
month. Instead, production will stagnate at around 30 planes a 
year for the next few years. 

Lockheed officials and F-35 test pilots touted the 
program's progress during a media briefing at the air show, 
where a mock-up of the radar-evading, single-seat aircraft 
drew a steady stream of interest from industry executives and 
foreign delegations. 

The program has conducted 595 test flights thus far in 
2012, versus the 445 test flights planned, and four more jets 
were delivered to the U.S. government this week, bringing the 
total number of deliveries to 30. 

Lawson said Lockheed should be able to complete 
production of all 30 planes planned for this year, despite a 10-
week strike by 3,650 workers at the Fort Worth plant and two 
military bases in California and Maryland. 

Soul-Searching 
Lockheed is building the new warplane for three U.S. 

military services and eight international partners -- Britain, 

Italy, Turkey, Canada, Australia, Denmark, Norway and the 
Netherlands. Israel and Japan have also ordered the plane. 

The Pentagon restructured the $396 billion weapons 
program for a third time this year, postponing production of 
179 fighter jets until after 2017, to allow more time for 
development and testing, and to reduce the number of needed 
retrofits. 

The move added $1 billion to $6 billion in cost to the 
program, according to various estimates, because it eliminated 
anticipated economies of scale that were meant to start sharply 
reducing the cost as production quantities increased. 

It also spurred some soul-searching among foreign 
partners on the program, including Italy, whose own budget 
pressures have prompted it to cut back its planned orders by 
one-third. 

However, since then, the U.S. government and six of the 
eight partner countries have put jets under contract. Israel and 
Japan have also signed agreements locking in their 
procurements. 

"That's the ultimate measure of normalcy," Stephen 
O'Bryan, vice president of F-35 business development at 
Lockheed, told Reuters in a separate interview at the air show. 
"It's the ultimate measure of confidence in the program." 

Italian Air Force Lieutenant General Paolo Civalleri told 
Reuters at the air show that his country was satisfied with 
progress on the plane. "Everybody is comfortable; the only 
problem is the budget," Civalleri said. 

Lockheed officials declined to identify any of the other 
countries exploring possible F-35 purchases, which are 
handled on a government-to-government basis, but said they 
had been engaged in nonstop meetings at the air show. 

Lawson said the cooperative nature of the F-35 program, 
in which eight countries are chipping in to fund development 
of the new plane, would be increasingly important in coming 
years as budgets in the United States and Europe come under 
increased pressure. 

Lockheed remains in protracted negotiations with the 
Pentagon about a contract for 30 more production jets, talks 
that have been under way since early December 2011. 

The two sides remain at odds over overhead costs, with 
U.S. military officials asking for thousands of pages of 
additional documentation, on top of the 6,000 pages in 
Lockheed's initial proposal submitted in April 2011. U.S. 
officials submitted their first counter-offer in April 2012. 

Lockheed officials declined comment on the state of the 
negotiations. Navy Vice Admiral David Venlet, who heads the 
F-35 program for the Pentagon, did not attend the air show. 

The four jets delivered this week will fly to Eglin Air 
Force Base in Florida, where Air Force and Marine Corps 
officials are getting ready to start training pilots later this year. 

"We will be in full swing by the end of the year," said 
Marine Corps Colonel Arthur Tomassetti, vice commander of 
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the 33rd Fighter Wing at the Air Education and Training Command. 
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PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
21. Engineering Magazine Names ONR A 'Best Diversity Company' 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 11 JUL 12) ... Grace Jean, Office of Naval Research 

ARLINGTON, Va. -- The Office of Naval Research 
(ONR) was named a "best diversity company" for a fifth 
consecutive year by a prominent engineering and information 
technology professional careers publication, officials 
announced July 11. 

Diversity/Careers in Engineering & Information 
Technology magazine recognized ONR for its continued 
commitment to promoting workplace diversity, honoring the 
organization in its sixth annual readers' choice survey, Best 
Companies for Diversity. 

"We're always looking for the best and brightest to fill our 
talent pool here at ONR," said Margaret Mitchell, director of 

civilian personnel programs. "The continuing recognition from 
Diversity/Careers is key because the magazine reaches out and 
touches a broad audience for every type of expertise we're 
looking for." 

The bimonthly publication sponsors an annual survey that 
asks its readers to identify the nation's top organizations and 
government agencies that support minorities and women, 
promote supplier diversity and focus attention upon employee 
work-life balance. ONR has been a top diversity leader in the 
government and military category for five years running. 
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22. Budget-Cutters Eye DOD Civilian Workers 
(POLITICO 11 JUL 12) ... Austin Wright 

Overshadowed by all the political posturing over the 
prospect of automatic cuts in defense spending, one thing 
seems certain: The Defense Department’s huge civilian 
workforce will shrink. 

The question is by how much — and whether the cuts will 
be achieved through a slowdown in hiring, prolonged 
furloughs or even mass layoffs. 

The looming reduction follows a five-year growth spurt in 
which the number of civilian defense employees jumped 15 
percent, from about 700,000 in 2007 to roughly 800,000 now. 
In recent years, the Defense Department’s nonuniformed 
workforce has become a target for those seeking to trim the fat 
from the Pentagon budget — including former Defense 
Secretary Robert Gates, who led a failed push in 2010 to stop 
the expansion. 

“Gates said he was going to cut them, and when he left 
they actually grew,” said Rep. Duncan Hunter (R-Calif.), a 
member of the House Armed Services Committee. “So, I don’t 
know how you stop the behemoth that is the DOD and is the 
Pentagon. I don’t know how you do it.” 

Unless the growth is curbed, Hunter said, civilians could 
soon outnumber service members, who also face reductions in 
force. “You could almost have like a one-to-one,” he added. 
“Each military person could have literally their own DOD 
civilian counterpart. That’s pretty crazy.” 

But with the Pentagon projecting a slight reduction this 
fiscal year and next — and congressional Republicans and 
Democrats alike pushing competing plans that would cut the 
workforce by 5 percent to 10 percent — continued growth is 
threatened on all fronts. 

“It is almost certain the number of DOD civilians will be 
cut significantly, whether sequestration happens or not,” said 
Todd Harrison, a defense analyst at the Center for Strategic 
and Budgetary Assessments. “Even if Congress finds a way to 
avoid sequestration, the way they avoid it will probably 
include cuts to the entire federal workforce.” 

And if Congress isn’t able to reach a deal to stave off the 
cuts that are set to take effect Jan. 2, Harrison said, the 

Defense Department’s civilian workforce is likely to shrink 
rapidly. 

“We could see 10, 15 or a higher percentage being laid off 
or furloughed shortly after sequestration goes into effect,” 
Harrison predicted. 

Military planners are already grappling with several 
potential scenarios. 

The different plans circulating on Capitol Hill are “being 
reviewed at the highest levels within the Department of 
Defense,” said Pentagon spokeswoman Cynthia Smith. “Right 
now, we are looking at all of our options, but no decision has 
been made in terms of civilian cuts.” 

In the House, Armed Services Committee Chairman Buck 
McKeon (R-Calif.) is pushing a bill that would cut the entire 
federal workforce through attrition by 10 percent over 10 
years. Under the plan, which would delay sequestration by a 
year, the federal government would hire just one new worker 
for every three who leave. 

And in the Senate, Armed Services Committee Chairman 
Carl Levin (D-Mich.) and ranking member John McCain (R-
Ariz.) have unveiled a proposal that would cut the number of 
civilians and service contractors employed by the Defense 
Department by 5 percent over five years. The plan is part of 
the Senate defense authorization bill, which has been approved 
by the Armed Services Committee and could be considered on 
the Senate floor as early as this month. 

In March, McCain called the provision “one of the most 
important things we did.” 

Levin, meanwhile, has said he’d be open to cutting an 
additional $100 billion in Pentagon spending over the next 
decade in order to stave off sequestration — a plan that almost 
certainly would include even steeper reductions in the civilian 
workforce. 

Defense Secretary Leon Panetta, on the other hand, has 
urged lawmakers not to use the civilian workforce as a 
bargaining chip in their negotiations. 

“Frankly, I don’t think you should de-trigger sequester on 
the backs of our civilian workforce,” Panetta said at a House 
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Appropriations Committee hearing, when pressed about the 
impact of further reductions. “I realize that savings could be 
achieved there, but [the] civilian workforce does perform a 
very important role for us in terms of support.” 

Not all lawmakers, however, are on board with the 
reductions. 

For instance, Rep. Maurice Hinchey (D-N.Y.), a member 
of the Defense Appropriations Subcommittee, contends the 
cuts could serve only to increase the Pentagon’s reliance on 
contractors. 

“These gimmicks are causing mass layoffs of civilian 
employees, but they aren’t actually saving any money,” 
Hinchey said in a statement. “Because of the arbitrary 
standards set by the Pentagon, civilian employees are being 

fired, and private contractors that charge more for the exact 
same service and are less accountable to the public are being 
hired.” 

On the other side of the aisle, Rep. Mike Turner (R-Ohio) 
told POLITICO the Senate’s plan to cut the civilian workforce 
by 5 percent was the result of laziness. “The Senate is shirking 
its responsibility,” he said after Levin and McCain unveiled 
their plan. 

The proposed across-the-board reduction, Turner said, has 
allowed senators to boast about cutting the Pentagon’s budget 
without making any tough decisions. 

“The House took a dutiful look to identify areas that we 
could responsibly cut,” he said. 
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23. Faster Airport Screening For Troops Hits Snag 
(NAVY TIMES 11 JUL 12) ... Rick Maze 

Expedited airport screening for service members and their 
families was ordered by Congress last year, but it won’t 
happen at every airport until the end of 2013 because of 
problems verifying that travelers are really military members. 

Testifying July 11 before the House Homeland Security 
Committee, the assistant administrator for security operations 
for the Transportation Security Administration said there are 
relaxed procedures at every airport in the U.S. “to reduce 
exposure to pat downs” and other invasive procedures that 
apply to other travelers. 

These relaxed procedures include waiving the 
requirement for service members to remove their shoes, 
jackets or belts and to remove laptops from carry-on bags, said 
the TSA official, Chris McLaughlin. 

The long-range plan is to allow expedited screening 
procedures for travelers with military identification, but 
getting to that point requires the ability to instantly verify that 
the person holding the ID card is a military member in good 
standing. 

McLaughlin said the handling of spouses and 
accompanying dependents has yet to be fully worked out. 

The plans are not what Congress expected. Rep. Chip 
Cravaack, R-Minn., said the Risk-based Security Screening 
for Members of the Armed Forces Act, signed into law by 
President Obama on Jan. 3, made no mention of the military’s 
Common Access Card and required, within 180 days of 

enactment, expedited screening for service members traveling 
in uniform on orders — which has not yet happened. 

“The intent of the law has not been implemented, and we 
took Iraq in less time,” Cravaack said. “Our service members 
deserve better.” 

Only Ronald Reagan National Airport near Washington, 
D.C., and the Seattle-Tacoma International Airport have 
expedited screening for service members, where active and 
reserve military members are allowed to use lines reserved for 
people who have been pre-screened by TSA. 

“You are already in violation of the law,” said Cravaack, 
a retired Navy Reserve captain. “This law is not optional. Just 
last week, I spoke to a service member who was asked to strip 
down to go through security, to remove boots and his service 
blouse, and another service members a few weeks before 
that.” 

Rep. Mike Rogers, R-Ala., the homeland security 
committee chairman, said he thinks TSA could do better. For 
example, he said anyone who holds a top-secret clearance 
should receive expedited screening, along with admirals and 
generals. 

McLaughlin noted that TSA screeners are military-
friendly, in part because veterans make up 23 percent of the 
agency’s workforce. “TSA employees regularly go above and 
beyond their required duties to honor and support the 
military,” he said. 
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24. Mental Disorders Among Troops Up 65% Since 2000 
(NAVY TIMES 11 JUL 12) ... Patricia Kime 

Diagnoses for mental disorders among active-duty troops 
have risen 65 percent in the past 12 years, with adjustment 
disorders the most common condition, according to a new 
Defense Department report. 

Since 2000, adjustment disorders — a short-term 
emotional or physical response to an external stressor, such as 
sadness, acute anxiety, worry or trouble sleeping — have been 
the top mental health diagnoses among troops seen at military 
treatment facilities. 

Since 2005, “other mental health disorders,” a catch-all 
category covering diagnoses that didn’t fall into the nine 
defined categories examined by DoD analysts, has ranked 
second, with depression third, according to the report. 

While cases of post-traumatic stress disorder have 
increased steadily, rising six-fold between 2003 and 2008, 
incident rates of this widely publicized disorder placed sixth 
among the 10 major diagnostic categories examined in 2011, 
say epidemiologists with the Armed Forces Health 
Surveillance Center. 

The categories were adjustment disorders, alcohol abuse 
and dependence disorders, substance abuse and dependence 
disorders, anxiety disorders, PTSD, depressive disorders, 
personality disorders, schizophrenia, other psychoses and 
other mental health disorders. 

From 2000 to 2011, a total of 936,283 service members 
received at least one mental disorder diagnosis at a military 
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treatment facility, and nearly half had more than one, 
according to the study, “Mental Disorders and Mental Health 
Problems, Active Component, U.S Armed Forces, 2000-
2011,” published in the June 2012 Medical Surveillance 
Monthly Report. 

For the individual services, the rates of mental health 
diagnoses were highest in the Army throughout the 12-year 
surveillance period: In 2011, the Army’s rates were nearly 
twice the second-highest service, the Marine Corps. The Army 
had 12,000 incident diagnoses per 100,000 “person years,” the 
Marine Corps roughly 6,000. The Navy and Air Force had 
incident diagnoses of 5,000 per 100,000 person years and the 
Coast Guard, 4,000. 

A person year is a statistical measure of of the number of 
years that members of a population have been affected by a 
particular condition multiplied by the number of members in 
that population 

The authors also found that some military jobs had higher 
rates of certain mental illnesses than others. For example, 
health care workers were diagnosed with personality or 
adjustment disorders and anxiety at higher rates than other 
occupations, while troops in the combat arms fields had higher 
rates of substance abuse and depression. 

However, the two groups had similar rates of PTSD 
diagnoses. 

“The findings likely reflect, at least in part, the increased 
access to and utilization of health care services by medical 
personnel … but it also likely reflects the effects of the 
psychological stresses inherent to many health care roles, 
particularly in wartime,” the authors wrote. 

In terms of gender, women fared poorer than men: They 
were more than twice as likely to be diagnosed with an 
adjustment disorder, personality disorder, anxiety or 
schizophrenia, and more likely to be diagnosed with 
depression than men. 

Men had higher rates of substance abuse and PTSD than 
women. 

For the study, analysts reviewed the military health 
records of all service members contained in the Defense 
Medical Surveillance System. The results do not include 
service members who may have sought private care or were 

seen at a forward-deployed clinic. The data also don’t account 
for incorrect medical codes in records or incorrectly 
transcribed diagnoses. 

“There are significant limitations to this report that should 
be considered when interpreting the results,” the authors 
warned. 

Still, the review presents a retrospective of issues facing 
the armed forces regarding health care costs associated with 
mental conditions. 

The authors noted that the increase in mental health 
diagnoses in the military coincides with a similar rise in the 
general population. Researchers said it also might reflect a 
growing willingness in the military to seek treatment for 
emotional or behavioral problems. 

“DoD has made significant efforts to reduce stigmas 
associated with care seeking for and treatment of mental 
illnesses and to remove barriers to receiving timely and 
appropriate diagnostic and treatment services. Undoubtedly, 
such changes have resulted in increases in the detection and 
treatment of previously undiagnosed mental disorders,” the 
study states. 

The report corroborates a finding in April by a group of 
Yale Law students and the Vietnam Veterans of America that 
adjustment disorder diagnoses in the military are on the rise. 

In a report on wrongful discharges for personality and 
adjustment disorder, the groups expressed concern that the 
military was assigning those who have PTSD or mild 
traumatic brain injury with personality or adjustment disorder 
diagnoses because the latter two are considered to be pre-
existing conditions and carry no disability benefits. 

Defense officials have said that since a 2008 GAO report 
that found personality disorder-based military separations 
were used inappropriately, the department has used a rigorous 
discharge process to ensure personnel are protected. 

From 2008 to 2010, the Army discharged 6,492 members 
for adjustment disorder; the Air Force, 1,821 personnel 
between fiscal 2007 and fiscal 2010; and the Coast Guard, 166 
from fiscal 2009 to 2010, according to the Yale students. 

DoD did not release numbers for the other services and 
years. 
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25. Helping Troops Take A Giant Step 
(WASHINGTON POST 12 JUL 12) ... Steve Vogel 

In the tumultuous days after the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist 
attacks, Army Surgeon General James Peake came to Col. 
Chuck Scoville, his chief physical therapy consultant, with 
urgent questions. 

If U.S. troops went into Afghanistan, what should the 
Army expect in terms of limb-loss casualties? Was the 
military prepared to care for them? If not, what would it take 
to be ready? 

Based on the Soviet Union’s bloody experience in 
Afghanistan, it did not take Scoville long to realize that U.S. 
troops could expect significant losses of limbs from rocket-
propelled grenades, mines and other explosives. Moreover, a 
quarter-century after the United States left Vietnam, the 
nation’s peacetime military medical care was set up to treat 
older amputees who had lost limbs to disease, not trauma. 

“We were not ready,” Scoville recalled concluding. 

It would fall on Scoville and his colleagues to change 
that. 

More than a decade later, as the wars in Iraq and 
Afghanistan wind down, Scoville serves as chief of the 
Amputee Patient Care Service at the Walter Reed National 
Military Medical Center in Bethesda. 

As of this month, more than 1,500 U.S. service members 
suffering major losses of limbs have come through the 
amputee clinic, both at the Bethesda location and its former 
home at the old Walter Reed Army Medical Center in 
Washington. That facility closed last summer and was 
consolidated with the former Bethesda naval hospital to form a 
joint services medical center. 

Scoville, 60, has been nominated for a prestigious federal 
worker award for his development of a sports-based 
rehabilitation program that has changed the blueprint for 
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amputee medical care and is credited with helping hundreds of 
combat amputees lead active lives. In some cases, amputees 
have even returned to duty. In the process, Scoville has 
collaborated with the developers of prosthetics to create a new 
generation of advanced artificial limbs. 

“Chuck’s had a very significant impact on military 
medicine, and civilian as well,” said Paul Pasquina, chief of 
orthopedics and rehabilitation at Walter Reed. 

Scoville, a nominee for the National Security and 
International Affairs Medal, is one of 33 finalists in nine 
categories for the 2012 Samuel J. Heyman Service to America 
Medals, which are awarded to outstanding civil servants by 
the nonprofit group Partnership for Public Service. The medals 
will be awarded in September. 

A native of Ohio and physical education major at Ohio 
University, Scoville began his Army career as a Pershing 
missile crewman at Fort Sill, Okla., but took advantage of an 
Army program to earn a master’s degree and a doctorate in 
sports medicine, his true passion. 

He served as an Army physical therapist in Berlin, at the 
Pentagon and in Hawaii. Assigned to the U.S. Military 
Academy at West Point in the 1990s, Scoville proposed and 
established a first-of-its-kind sports-based physical therapy 
program. 

After his assignment in the Army surgeon general’s 
office, Scoville retired from the service in 2003, intending to 
go into sports medicine. But the Army asked him to take a 
civilian job heading the amputee care program at Walter Reed, 
just as the number of casualties rose with the U.S. invasion of 
Iraq. 

Help From The Sports World 
The regimen Scoville developed, building on his 

experience at West Point, mixed traditional medical care and 
counseling with sports medicine. Patients participate in 
intensive workouts and training with state-of-the-art 
equipment and rehabilitation specialists. Combined with the 
new generation of prosthetics, this regimen encourages them 
to take on physical challenges beyond what they could do 
before their injuries. 

“Our guys are professional athletes,” Scoville said. “The 
only difference is they’re not paid as much, they don’t have an 
offseason, and they don’t know when the next game is.” 

The notion of treating combat amputees as athletes rather 
than patients has profoundly affected their treatment. 

“Our goal has not been just to get out of bed and walk, but 
to get out of bed and thrive, and not to be limited in 
expectations,” Pasquina said. 

Initially, it was rare for amputees to return to active duty. 
But during a visit to Walter Reed by President George W. 
Bush in 2004, an Army staff sergeant who had lost his right 
leg to a land mine in Afghanistan told the president he wanted 
to go back to active duty. Bush promised to do what he could 
to help. 

Scoville seized the opportunity presented by Bush’s 
words. “We took that as an executive order to push them back 
to active duty,” he said. 

More than 300 amputees from Walter Reed have since 
returned to active duty, including 53 who have gone back to 

serve in Iraq or Afghanistan. Many others have competed in 
triathlons, gymnastics, skiing and other sports. 

Scoville plays down his role in their success. “A lot of my 
job is to make sure everyone has what they need, and then stay 
out of the way,” he said. 

A New Kind Of Knee 
Getting the patients what they need has included 

developing an advanced prosthetic knee suitable for military 
use. “Chuck saw that the state of the art was not enough,” said 
Hans Dietl, managing director of Otto Bock, a prosthetic 
manufacturer that collaborated with the Army to develop a 
new knee. 

Scoville wanted a knee that could run, walk backward, 
avoid obstacles and climb stairs. It also needed to have a long 
battery life, be watertight and be resistant to salt water — a 
knee that could move seamlessly from swimming in the ocean 
to hiking in the desert. 

The engineers “were pushed well out of their comfort 
zone by these extreme demands,” Dietl recalled. But with 
constant prodding and feedback from Scoville, the company 
developed a sophisticated, microprocessor-controlled knee 
with more capabilities. 

They also developed it more quickly than the engineers 
had thought possible. 

“From the very beginning, he pushed us to the limit,” 
Dietl said. 

Scoville waved off the notion that he is driving the 
development of prosthetics. “It’s coming out of these guys,” 
said Scoville, gesturing to a dozen or more combat amputees 
working out in the center’s gym. 

Among those working out was Army Cpl. Cody Stanton, 
a 20-year-old from Raleigh, N.C., who lost both legs while on 
foot patrol in a village near Kandahar on Feb. 26. Stanton was 
surprised to find himself being fitted for prosthetic legs soon 
after his arrival at Walter Reed. “I thought it would be years 
before I’d be walking,” he said. 

Inspiration For Arrivees 
Scoville likes to make sure new arrivals can see what 

others in the same situation have been able to accomplish. 
“They got there, so I know one day I’ll be there,” said 

Petty Officer 1st Class Todd Hammond, 40, a Navy explosive 
ordnance disposal team member who lost his right leg below 
the knee to an explosive device in Afghanistan. “It gives you a 
good outlook.” 

In his office, Scoville clicked on a Web site to check the 
progress of a former patient. “One of my guys is just back 
from Afghanistan, and now he’s climbing Denali,” he said. 

Marine Capt. David Borden, who lost a leg above the 
knee to a suicide bomb in Iraq in 2008, returned to combat in 
Afghanistan in 2011. He had joined with five other wounded 
warriors, two of them double-leg amputees, to attempt to 
climb Denali (Mount McKinley) in Alaska. The group 
climbed to more than 15,000 feet before being forced to 
suspend the climb June 29 because of severe weather. 

Scoville would never have discouraged the attempt. 
“If you tell them they’re never going to climb Denali, 

they won’t,” he said. 

Return to Index 
 
 



 24

FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
26. Navy Closer To Landing UAV On Aircraft Carrier 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 11 JUL 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Leona Mynes, USS Harry S. Truman Public Affairs 

USS HARRY S. TRUMAN, At Sea -- A team from the 
Navy Unmanned Combat Air System program office tested 
communication software for the Unmanned Combat Air 
System Carrier Demonstration (UCAS-D) program aboard the 
aircraft carrier USS Harry S. Truman (CVN 75) during its sea 
trials, July 7-10. 

The UCAS-D program, based at the Naval Air Systems 
Command (NAVAIR) on Naval Air Station (NAS) Paxutent 
River, Md., is designed to demonstrate the ability for the 
unmanned, autonomous X47-B unmanned air vehicle (UAV) 
to launch from and land safely on an aircraft carrier. 

Thirty-seven NAVAIR engineers and contract personnel 
were embarked on Truman to test UCAS-D unmanned aircraft 
and shipboard UCAS-D software. 

"We are one of the first aircraft carriers in the fleet to 
have Navy UCAS-D equipment installed on board," said Lt. 
Cmdr. Chad Young, Truman's assistant air operations officer. 
"Its purpose is to communicate with the UCAS-D flight 
software on their unmanned aircraft." 

The tests aboard Truman ensured shipboard UCAS-D 
software was interfacing properly with the unmanned aircraft's 
software using a surrogate aircraft, which was a contracted 
King Air. 

"They are looking for confirmation that our systems are 
properly monitoring the unmanned surrogate aircraft," said 
Young. "This testing will eventually lead to unmanned aircraft 
landing on and launching from U.S. Navy aircraft carriers." 

The software on board the King Air, an aircraft that is 
comparable to the Navy's C-12 Huron, was modified to 
include an accurate representation of X-47B on-board 
systems. 

In June 2011, UCAS-D was tested aboard the aircraft 
carrier USS Dwight D. Eisenhower (CVN 69) (Ike) using an 
F/A-18D Hornet. 

"We're refining the system," said Lt. James Reynolds, 
UCAS-D surrogate project officer with Air Test and 
Evaluation Squadron 23 of NAS Patuxent River. "During last 
year's tests on Ike, we found minor interfacing issues with the 
in-flight software aboard the Hornet, and have modified that 
software to be more similar to the software in the X-47B. The 
King Air has more room on board compared to the Hornet, so 
we were able to include a better model of UAV software and 
more accurately test the software." 

The NAVAIR team also tested shipboard UCAS-D 
software integration with Truman's Carrier Air-Traffic Control 
Center and primary flight control, said Reynolds. 

"The testing went well," said Reynolds. "We 
accomplished all of our objectives and it was a very successful 
detachment. [The UAV] is certainly much closer to ready for 
prime time than it has been in the past." 

Testing a new aircraft, especially one which is unmanned, 
is a slow process, said Reynolds. Initial UAV testing was 
completed in 2002, followed by more testing aboard USS 
Abraham Lincoln (CVN 72) in 2005. 

"This is what developmental flight testing is all about," 
said Reynolds. "It's the small steps that make the big 
evolutions happen." 

The UCAS-D program is scheduled to return to Truman 
for upcoming underway periods to conduct further tests. 

"I think our effort makes the evolutionary steps necessary 
to arrive at a capability the Navy needs," said Reynolds. 
"There are challenges, but we are doing what it takes to 
achieve our goal." 
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27. Navy's New Gender-Neutral Carriers Won't Have Urinals 
(CNN 11 JUL 12) ... Jason Hanna 

The U.S. Navy's new class of carriers will be the first to 
go without urinals, a decision made in part to give the service 
flexibility in accommodating female sailors, the Navy says. 

The change heralded by the Gerald R. Ford class of 
carriers – starting with the namesake carrier due in late 2015 – 
is one of a number of new features meant to improve sailors' 
quality of life and reduce maintenance costs, Capt. Chris 
Meyer said Wednesday. 

Omitting urinals lets the Navy easily switch the 
designation of any restroom – or head, in naval parlance – 
from male to female, or vice versa, helping the ship adapt to 
changing crew compositions over time, Meyer said. 

The Navy could designate a urinal-fitted area to women, 
of course, but the urinals would be a waste of space. Making 
the areas gender-neutral is a relatively new consideration for 
the service, with most of its current carriers commissioned 
before it began deploying women on ships in 1994. 

But it wasn't the only reason for the move. 
Urinals clog more than toilets and therefore can be 

smellier and costlier to maintain, Meyer said. 
"There's a lot more at play in the design objectives than 

(making the toilet areas) gender-neutral. We're saving money 

in maintenance costs, and we’re improving quality of life," 
said Meyer, manager of the Future Aircraft Carriers Program 
for the Naval Sea Systems Command. 

Other quality-of-life updates, according to Meyer: 

 Sleeping areas, or berthings, generally will be 
smaller, designed for fewer people per room. On 
current carriers, some berthings have more than 100 
sailors each. On the Ford carriers, the number will be 
closer to 30 to 50 each. 

 Heads will be attached to berthing compartments. 
Currently, many sailors have to traverse a 
passageway between a berthing and a head, meaning 
sailors who’ve just woken up have to dress up more 
for a trip to the head than they would if it were 
adjacent. 

The new Ford-class features were first reported by the 
Navy Times. 

Some sailors said that they're happy to lose the urinals 
because they're hard to clean and maintain, the Navy Times 
reported this week. 
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The Ford class is the future replacement for the Nimitz 
class. The Ford carriers are designed to allow more aircraft 
sorties, but with about 660 fewer crew members, according to 
the Navy. 

The first three Ford carriers are scheduled to debut 
between 2015 and 2027, at a total projected cost of $37 
billion. That cost includes non-recurring engineering expenses 
and research and development costs for the first carrier, the 
Navy says. 
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28. Navy Tests Communication Software For UCAS Demonstrator 
(DEFENSE DAILY 12 JUL 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

The Navy this week completed a second round of sea-
based testing of the communications software that will be used 
to guide its envisioned aircraft carrier-based unmanned aerial 
vehicle on take-offs and landings, the service said yesterday. 

The four days of testing aboard the USS Harry S. Truman 
(CVN-75) concluded on Tuesday under the Unmanned 
Combat Air System Demonstration (UCAS-D) program, 
which is precursor to the follow-on program known as 
Unmanned Carrier Launched Surveillance and Strike 
(UCLASS). 

Northrop Grumman has built two X-47Bs for UCAS-D 
program that have undergone flights but have not been used 
for the sea-based testing. 

Instead the Navy has used surrogate aircraft equipped 
with the software to represent the systems on the X-47B. 

The testing is "looking for confirmation that our systems 
are properly monitoring the unmanned surrogate aircraft," said 
Lt. Cmdr. Chad Young, the Truman's assistant air operations 
officer. "This testing will eventually lead to unmanned aircraft 
landing on and launching from U.S. Navy aircraft carriers." 

The first UCAS-D test took place in June 2011 aboard the 
USS Dwight D. Eisenhower (CVN-69). Lt. James Reynolds, 
the UCAS-D surrogate project officer, said the testing aboard 

the Truman better represented the X-47B's software following 
some modifications needed after last year's test. 

"We're refining the system," he said. 
The UCAS-D program, based at Naval Air Systems 

Command (NAVAIR), is designed to produce an unmanned, 
carrier-based intelligence, surveillance and reconnaissance 
(ISR) aircraft with the ability to carry out precision strike 
operations. 

Navy officials had hoped to have either a UCLASS 
system deployed with the fleet's carrier groups by 2018 under 
initial operational capability, but that has been delayed until at 
least 2020, Navy Secretary Ray Mabus said Feb. 16. 

The Navy last summer issued four separate UCLASS 
research and development contracts to Boeing, General 
Atomics Aeronautical Systems, Lockheed Martin and 
Northrop Grumman. 

Rear Adm. Joseph Mulloy, deputy assistance secretary of 
the Navy for the budget, said Feb. 13 that the UCLASS 
program was pushed back because an analysis of alternatives 
has not been completed and the "program was already sliding 
some." The service also needed to better define the 
requirements, he said. 
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29. Navy Engineers Test Hybrid Hydraulic Technologies With Heavy Construction Equipment 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 11 JUL 12) ... Darrell F. Waller, Naval Facilities Engineering Command Public Affairs 

PORT HUENEME, Calif. -- Hybrid hydraulic 
technologies are being tested July 9-13 by Navy and Army 
engineers seeking to achieve greater energy efficiencies and 
reduce costs among the Department of Defense's heavy 
construction fleet. 

The Army's Tank Automotive Research, Development 
and Engineering Center, is working with engineers from the 
Naval Facilities Engineering Service Center; the 1st Naval 
Construction Division; the 31st Seabee Readiness Group and 
its Naval Construction Battalions; and private industry. 

"The testing conducted this week by Navy and Army 
engineers is vital to achieving the Secretary of the Navy's 
energy goals and setting our Armed Forces on the path of 
energy independence" said Naval Facilities Engineering 
Command Engineering Service Center Commanding Officer, 
Capt. Brant D. Pickrell. "Heavy construction equipment is in 
use by our warfighters worldwide in virtually every theater of 
operations. Saving energy costs makes our fighting forces 
more self-sufficient, helping to free them from reliance on 
foreign oil sources while saving money for American 
taxpayers." 

The Navy is seeking to determine how emerging 
technologies might be used to reduce fuel consumption of 
expeditionary construction equipment used by Seabees during 
deployment. Such fuel savings will support the Secretary of 

the Navy's goal for tactical energy fuel reduction by 15 
percent for 2020. 

Testing will include the installation of a newly developed 
high efficiency hydraulic system on existing heavy 
construction equipment and measuring the energy savings 
compared to an earlier test. The new system, which includes 
digital valves, enables the backhoe to perform the same 
amount of work using less hydraulic power. Power 
requirements will be measured and compared to readings from 
the Phase I baseline testing to determine overall hydraulic 
power reduction, fuel consumption reduction and cost savings. 

In addition, two hydraulic excavators will be tested to 
establish fuel consumption performance. A hybrid energy 
recovery system that is expected to significantly reduce 
hydraulic losses will subsequently be installed on the 
excavators. The system will recover and store energy from 
both the boom and swing drive. Future testing will be 
conducted to determine improved engine efficiency, fuel 
consumption reduction, and predicted cost savings. 

The testing is being conducted at Naval Base Ventura 
County, which was selected for its favorable year-round 
climate conditions. 

The outcome of Phase II testing will determine the 
suitability of this concept and technology for use by the 
Navy's Seabees. 
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30. ONR Opens A Gateway To Improved Network Data Sharing On Navy Ships 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 11 JUL 12) ... Katherine H. Crawford, Office of Naval Research 

ARLINGTON, Va. -- An Office of Naval Research 
(ONR) universal gateway that gives Sailors access to more 
accurate, secure, real-time information will be delivered to the 
fleet in just three years from the project's inception at ONR, 
officials announced July 11. 

On any Navy destroyer, cruiser or carrier today, there are 
two networks: one for combat systems (weapons and sensors) 
and one for command and control, or C2, which also 
encompasses intelligence, surveillance and reconnaissance. 

There are some 30 interconnections between the two 
networks, making it difficult to integrate data into a real-time 
common operating picture, as well as expensive to maintain. 

In response, ONR developed the Universal Gateway, 
which collapses the 30 connections into a single portal, rapidly 
automating data integration, enhancing information assurance 
and reducing manpower workloads and costs. 

The gateway can be put between any different networks, 
despite their classification levels, so information is available in 
a timely and effective way for warfighters. A recently released 
video illustrates how this works. 

One example of how this will help Sailors is by 
automating air tasking orders. Currently, an air tasking order 
comes to a ship on the C2 side. The only way to link the 
information into a combat system-such as Aegis-is for a Sailor 
to download the information from the C2 network CD and 
then manually upload it into the combat system. 

"Now, with the Universal Gateway, the data is uploaded 
automatically, and it's secure-no more moving data between 
networks," said Wayne Perras, director of experimentation for 
ONR's Command, Control Communications, Computers, 
Intelligence, Surveillance, and Reconnaissance (C4ISR) 
Department. "This vastly improves accuracy, eliminating 
mistakes almost entirely." 

The objective for the gateway is to produce a shared 
situation display for ships that goes beyond showing just force 

and unit locations-who and where-to showing a full common 
operating picture-who, what, when, where, why and how. 

"This is important not just for today's Navy, but for how 
we will fight in the future with autonomous systems," said 
Bobby Junker, department head for ONR's C4ISR 
Department. "Autonomy is nothing more than decision 
making, and this is easier and faster when all the data is 
packaged together in a common C2 environment. It is also a 
significant move toward achieving the goals of a truly 
network-centric naval force." 

Between 2010 and 2011, ONR completed a series of 
limited technical evaluations that proved the gateway could 
integrate the various technologies that run on it. ONR also has 
been working on connecting data from unmanned aerial 
systems, which involves combat systems and surveillance 
information, into the gateway. This would help achieve a 
networked force, which is key to the Department of the Navy's 
goals for information dominance. The next phase is to move 
the data into a cloud environment and add analytical capability 
to save time and manpower. 

For another future initiative, ONR has established 
partnerships with the Army and Air Force to advance the 
Universal Gateway as means of developing a common C2 
system for tracking and accessing unmanned vehicles in a 
joint environment. 

The Universal Gateway is the product of a unique rapid 
prototyping collaboration between ONR; Program Executive 
Office Integrated Warfare Systems; and Program Executive 
Office Command, Control, Communications, Computers and 
Intelligence. The partnership has been extremely successful, 
primarily due to increased communication, which has resulted 
in more rapid transitioning-quickly getting items into 
prototyping, experimentation and, ultimately, Sailors and 
Marines. 

"We now have lots of partners and opportunities for 
moving forward," Perras said. 
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31. DoD Issues Cloud Computing Strategy 
(DEFENSE DAILY 12 JUL 12) ... Calvin Biesecker 

The Defense Department yesterday released its cloud 
computing strategy that aims to implement a cloud computing 
environment to efficiently and more affordably deliver 
information technology (IT) services anywhere and anytime 
throughout the department. 

Moving to a cloud computing environment is designed to 
help DoD steer away from "duplicative" and "costly" 
application silos so that IT is more responsive and agile to 
mission needs. 

"We are moving to an enterprise cloud environment that 
provides tangible benefits across the department by supporting 
the delivery of the joint information environment, from the 
continental United States to the warfighter at the tactical 
edge," Teri Takai, chief information officer at DoD, said in a 
statement. "This strategy lays the groundwork, as part of the 
Joint Information Environment (JIE) framework, for achieving 
cloud adoption within the department. It focuses on the 

creation of department core data centers, enterprise cloud 
infrastructure and sustainment of cloud services." 

The strategy defines the JIE as a "robust and resilient 
enterprise that delivers faster, better informed collaboration 
and decisions enabled by secure, seamless access to 
information regardless of computing device or location." 

The strategy also addresses the use of commercial cloud 
services. 

DoD, like other federal departments and agencies, is 
moving IT services to the cloud environment to improve 
efficiencies and respond to budget austerity. 

The strategy also highlights challenges associated with 
the move to cloud computing, including cyber security, 
information assurance, continuity of operations, and resilience. 

"Additional challenges include service acquisition and 
funding sustainment, data migration and management, and 
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overcoming network dependence at the tactical edge 
(disconnected, intermittent and low-bandwidth users)." 

DoD yesterday also designated the Defense Information 
Systems Agency (DISA) as its enterprise cloud service broker. 

DISA will work to achieve IT efficiencies and improved 
reliability through cloud service offerings by managing the 
use, performance, and delivery of cloud services. The agency 

will also negotiate relationships between cloud providers and 
cloud consumers. 

In a statement yesterday, DISA said that its "intent is to 
promote the use of cloud computing services available within 
the government and private (commercial) sector that provide 
the best capability at lowest cost with the appropriate level of 
performance and security protections." 
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32. Pentagon Spending Plans Will Exceed Projected Budget - CBO 
(REUTERS 11 JUL 12) ... David Alexander 

WASHINGTON -- The five-year spending plan outlined 
by the Pentagon earlier this year would cost $123 billion more 
than the U.S. Defense Department projected and would violate 
budget limits set by Congress, the Congressional Budget 
Office said on Wednesday. 

The CBO, in a 49-page analysis, said the main driver of 
growth in defense spending was the cost of operations and 
support, which accounted for 64 percent of the Pentagon's 
base budget in 2012. Pentagon plans would lead to significant 
rises in the cost of healthcare, salaries and operations and 
maintenance, it said. 

Pentagon officials declined to discuss the report. A 
spokeswoman said officials had not yet seen the document so 
it would be "premature for us to comment." 

The analysis is likely to complicate efforts to resolve the 
divisive debate over the Pentagon's budget. 

Critics say the Defense Department has not yet cut back 
enough after a decade of budget increases during the wars in 
Iraq and Afghanistan. They note that previous defense 
drawdowns have seen spending fall by 20 percent or more, 
while current Pentagon projections only call for a decline of 
about 8 percent. 

Supporters warn that the United States is still fighting 
abroad and faces growing challenges elsewhere around the 
world, making further cuts in defense spending disastrous. 
They also warn that cuts could jeopardize critical defense 
industries. 

The Pentagon in February proposed a $525 billion budget 
for the 2013 fiscal year and projected it would need $2.7 
trillion to carry out national security activities over the next 
five years, a planning period known as the Future Years 
Defense Program. 

The five-year spending plan was $259 billion lower than a 
2012 estimate, as the Pentagon cut personnel and programs in 
an effort to reduce its projected budgets by $487 billion over a 
decade as required by the Budget Control Act passed by 
Congress last year. 

But the CBO estimated the cost of Pentagon programs 
over the next five years would be $123 billion higher than 
projected, wiping out nearly half of the savings the Defense 
Department sought to achieve to reach the spending limits set 
by Congress. 

The budget reductions proposed by the Pentagon would 
not enable it to achieve the 10-year spending limits set by the 
Budget Control Act, the CBO said. 

"The cost of (the Defense Department's) base budget 
plans for 2013 through 2021 is $508 billion higher in nominal 
terms than the funding that would be available to (it) under the 
Budget Control Act's limits on discretionary appropriations for 
national defense," the CBO report said. 

The report did not address additional across-the-board 
spending cuts due to go into effect in January. Those 
reductions would cut another $500 billion in Pentagon 
spending over the decade, a move Defense Secretary Leon 
Panetta has said would be disastrous for the military. 
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33. U.S. Arms Makers See Some Hope For Pentagon Budget Fix 
(REUTERS 11 JUL 12) ... Andrea Shalal-Esa 

FARNBOROUGH, England -- Weapons industry 
executives say they are growing slightly more hopeful that 
U.S. lawmakers may yet avert another $500 billion in budget 
cuts facing the Pentagon come January, on top of $487 billion 
in cuts already on the books. 

Marion Blakey, president of the Aerospace Industries 
Association, said a growing number of U.S. decision-makers 
appeared to understand the damaging effect that the 
uncertainty surrounding the reductions was having on 
investment and hiring. 

Blakey and AIA, the largest aerospace industry trade 
group, have brought together companies, unions and elected 
officials to speak out against the possible budget reductions in 
recent months, but she said the group still had "more work to 
do." 

AIA also commissioned a study that showed the cuts 
would result in the loss of 1 million direct and indirect jobs. 

Blakey said she discussed the issue with a variety of 
industry executives, U.S. governors and government officials 
during the Farnborough International Airshow. 

She said eight governors attended the air show and 
planned to raise concerns about the pending budget cuts at the 
National Governors Association meeting this weekend. 

The U.S. Conference of Mayors also urged Congress and 
the Obama administration at its annual meeting in June to 
avert the mandatory, across-the-board cuts required under a 
process known as "sequestration." 

"There is a path forward," Blakey told Reuters at the 
Farnborough event, where many U.S. companies are seeking 
to drum up international sales. She said political leaders were 
clearly on "red alert" about the issue. 

Throughout the show, executives have emphasized what 
they see as the paralyzing effect that nagging uncertainty 
about the budget cuts is having on hiring, investment and 
acquisitions. 
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Marillyn Hewson, who will take over as president and 
chief operating officer of Lockheed Martin Corp in January, 
told Reuters she hoped that U.S. lawmakers will address the 
sequestration issue. 

"I can see signs that ... there's a strong potential that it will 
be addressed," Hewson said in an interview at the air show. 

Lockheed has said it may have to warn all 123,000 
employees that they may be facing layoffs, under a federal law 
requiring 60 to 90 days' advance notice of job cuts. 

Deadline Looms 
Sean O'Keefe, a former Pentagon comptroller who is now 

chief executive of EADS North America, an arm of Europe's 
largest aerospace firm, EADS, said lawmakers were starting to 
get the message, but still had not settled on a solution. 

Many were afraid of how financial markets would react, 
he said, noting that simply delaying the defense spending cuts 
without identifying alternative ways to cut U.S. deficits could 
have a similar effect on markets as Congress' failure to 
increase the federal debt ceiling last year. 

"It will be seen as one more example of Congress being 
totally irresponsible," he said, adding that such a move would 
call into question "whether or not there is a commitment to 
fiscal discipline." O'Keefe heads another large defense 
industry trade group, the National Defense Industrial 
Association. 

Blakey said industry executives did not favor a short-term 
solution because it would only prolong the uncertainty facing 
the sector. 

But she said any solution needed to tackle entitlement 
programs like Social Security and U.S. tax policies. 

It was in lawmakers' self-interest to do so, she said, 
arguing that incumbent lawmakers could lose elections in 
November if they did not fix a situation that they themselves 
had created and if hundreds of thousands of jobs were lost. 

The cuts are required by the Budget Control Act passed 
by Congress last year. They were included in the law to 
encourage Republican and Democratic lawmakers to find 
alternate ways to cut spending by more than $1 trillion. But 
they failed to achieve a compromise and now the cuts are due 
to go into force on January 2, 2013. 

Some analysts say the cuts are far smaller proportionally 
than during previous military drawdowns. They predict 
defense spending eventually will be reduced by several 
hundred billion dollars more, with or without sequestration. 

"This ... is sort of an equal opportunity disaster. It doesn't 
matter what party you are -- if you're an incumbent and you 
can't step in and deal with what is such an obviously flawed 
public policy ... I don't think that's going to bode well in 
November," Blakey said. 
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BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
34. Operation Sail 2012 Concludes 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 11 JUL 12) ... Navy New London Public Affairs 

NEW LONDON, Conn. -- Operation Sail (OpSail) 2012 
Connecticut, the final port of call for the numerous signature 
events around the country commemorating the U.S. sea 
services, OpSail 2012, and the Star-Spangled Banner, 
concluded July 9. 

Dock landing ship, USS Carter Hall (LSD 50), slipped its 
moorings at New London's State Pier and headed south down 
the Thames River, leaving tens of thousands of impressed 
citizens of Connecticut and New England. 

Spectators met Sailors, Marines and Coast Guardsmen 
and observed firsthand, the latest capabilities of today's 
maritime services. 

"OpSail Connecticut provided our Sailors, Marines and 
units of our Navy's surface fleet like Carter Hall, a wonderful 
opportunity to enjoy an area of our great nation that loves the 
Navy and that they may not have otherwise experienced," said 
Capt. Marc W. Denno, Naval Submarine Base New London 
(SUBASE) commanding officer and Navy lead for OpSail 
Connecticut. 

The multi-day OpSail Connecticut celebration began July 
6, with many of the 24 ships that would be involved in the 
next day's Parade of Sail up the Thames River to New 
London, anchoring in Niantic Bay. 

As dock landing ships support amphibious operations 
including landings of U.S. Marines and other forces onto 
hostile shores, Carter Hall and its crew of more than 500 
Marines and Sailors kicked-off OpSail Connecticut with an 
awe-inspiring demonstration of a Navy amphibious landing 
craft. 

A landing craft air cushion (LCAC) from Carter Hall, 
made an amphibious landing on Niantic's Hole in the Wall 
Beach at 4:15 p.m., to thunderous applause from onlookers. 

After landing, the LCAC embarked a small number of 
OpSail officials and Navy guests to include OpSail 
Connecticut Chairman John Johnson, for a brief ride. 

The LCAC then "stormed" the beach, landing and rolling-
off a number of U.S. Marine Corps vehicles and personnel 
including a few high mobility multipurpose wheeled vehicles 
(HMMWV) known as Humvees. 

"Being on the LCAC as it stormed the beach was 
awesome," said Jeanette Vatter, wife of SUBASE Command 
Master Chief Tommy Vatter. "This was definitely a once-in-a-
lifetime experience." 

Other Carter Hall Sailors and Marines came ashore to the 
adjacent McCook Park to join a welcome celebration and 
cook-out for Navy, Coast Guard and OpSail crews coordinated 
by East Lyme First Selectman Paul Formica and many local 
businesses and restaurants. 

"The Niantic affair set the tone for the rest of the 
weekend. A fabulous event," said Johnson. 

The Parade of Sail into New London included nine U.S. 
Navy and U.S Coast Guard ships, July 7. 

Representing the U.S Coast Guard were the 87-foot 
coastal patrol boats Sailfish and Ridley, buoy tender Juniper 
(WLB 201), icebreaker Morro Bay (WTGB 106), and Parade 
of Sail leader, America's tall ship, the Coast Guard Barque 
Eagle (WIX 327). In addition to Carter Hall, four yard patrol 
craft from the United States Naval Academy represented the 
Navy. 
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Visitors had a chance to visit Carter Hall, Eagle, and other 
OpSail ships when they were open for tours July 7-8. The 
public was also able to observe a U.S. Coast Guard fly-over 
with both fixed wing and rotary aircraft during the Parade of 
Sail on the Thames River July 7; and, a Coast Guard Search 
and Rescue demonstration with a helicopter just off the Fort 
Trumbull State Park pier in the Thames River July 8. 

"To see a side of the Navy those of us at SUBASE and 
Naval Submarine School (SUBSCOL) rarely see was really 
special," said Electronics Technician Seaman Stephen 
Cordova from the Silver Dolphins. "Being a Silver Dolphin 
has given me the opportunity to see vessels like the Carter 
Hall, I can only imagine how exciting an experience it was for 
members of the public who've only seen such ships and 
equipment in movies." 

Carter Hall hosted a sunset parade and fireworks 
observation reception July 7 that included performances by 
Navy Band Northeast and the Naval Submarine School Silver 
Dolphin Precision Drill Team. 

"To be aboard the USS Carter Hall for the reception and 
fireworks on Saturday night... was a rare opportunity, indeed," 
said Groton Mayor Marian Galbraith. "The ship was awesome 
in the true sense of the word. The crew members we met could 
not have been more gracious." 

On Sunday, July 8, A contingent of 60 Carter Hall Sailors 
ran in New London's Sailfest 5K Road Race, 35 midshipmen 
from the U.S. Naval Academy Yard Patrol Craft participating 
in OpSail Connecticut participated in a community service 
project with the New London Homeless Hospitality Center. 
Midshipmen had also donated dozens of boxes of extra food to 

the Gemma E. Moran United Way - Labor Food Center upon 
their arrival to New London. 

"The Mids[hipmen] were so incredibly positive and 
pleased to be supporting the community and making a 
difference," said Lt. Paul Blodgett SUBASE OpSail planning 
officer. "And the volunteer coordinators at the Homeless 
Hospitality Center were astounded that these young people 
would give up their Sunday liberty so freely to help others." 

For all their hard work planning and participating in the 
three day OpSail Connecticut event, Navy and Coast Guard 
crews were treated to an OpSail wrap-up cook-out, luncheon, 
and barbeque at Groton's Shennecossett Yacht Club (SYC). 

"Kudos ... for the great barbeque they had at SYC," said 
former U.S. Rep. Rob Simmons and OpSail 2012 Connecticut 
treasurer. "I was there for two hours talking to Coasties and 
Sailors, and what a treat that was. They were very appreciative 
of the low key relaxing environment and wonderful 
hospitality." 

For Blodgett, OpSail 2012 Connecticut event went 
beyond the impact the Navy made during the celebration to 
the impact that OpSail and New London made on the Navy. 

"All the hard work and effort came into sharp focus when 
I felt rewarded to hear a Carter Hall Sailor tell me, that in his 
ten years of going to sea with Navy, this was the best and 
friendliest port visit he experienced," said Blodgett. 

OpSail 2012 and its commemoration of the 200th 
anniversary of the War of 1812 was a salute to all Sailors, 
Marines, and Coast Guardsmen, who fought gallantly in that 
conflict, those who have served in all the nation's conflicts 
since then, and those who are defending freedom around the 
world today. 
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35. USS Constitution Sailors Help Veterans With Horse Therapy 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 11 JUL 12) ... Seaman Michael Achterling, USS Constitution Public Affairs 

CHARLESTOWN, Mass. -- Sailors assigned to USS 
Constitution helped veterans from Bedford Department of 
Veteran's Affairs Medical Center groom and handle horses at 
Windrush Farm Therapeutic Equitation in Boxford, Mass., 
July 10. 

Windrush Farm is a non-profit organization that 
specializes in serving veterans and guests that have physical, 
emotional, mental, and behavioral disabilities. 

Windrush Farm encourages interaction with horses 
through grooming and handling exercises, and the 
environment on which the 195-acre plot, including farm, is 
located. 

"Interaction and social situations is the most important 
thing for these veterans," said Amanda Hogan, executive 
director of Windrush Farm Therapeutic Equitation. "To have 
the Constitution Sailors here, teaching and talking to these 
veterans about themselves, about the horses, about the current 
military, gives the veterans a link to the present day armed 
forces. It also gives these younger Sailors a chance to here 
stories from these veterans of World War II, Korea, and 
Vietnam. It's really wonderful to see." 

Windrush Farm hosts the veterans from Bedford VA 
Medical Center and members of the Wounded Warrior Project 
two times a month for interaction with the horses. 

"Volunteering at Windrush Farm is just one example of 
the many volunteer efforts our Sailors display each and every 

day," said Lt. Cmdr. Stephen Shirley, Constitution's executive 
officer. "Our outreach to the public over the years is 
extraordinary, and I am proud of each and every one of them." 

Constitution Sailors routinely help other Boston area 
organizations, such as New England Center for Homeless 
Veterans, the Boys and Girls Club, Boy Scouts of America, 
Meals on Wheels and the Stone and Franklin Park Zoos. 

In 2012, Constitution Sailors volunteered more than 1,000 
hours, earning the gold level President's Volunteer Service 
Award for the ship. 

"Giving back to the community, especially veterans, is 
very important to me," said Quartermaster Seaman William 
Gillaspie. "Seeing the faces of the veterans while we were 
grooming these magnificent animals was heartwarming and 
special." 

Constitution is the world's oldest commissioned warship 
afloat and welcomes more than 500,000 visitors per year. She 
defended the sea lanes against threat from 1797 to 1855, much 
like the mission of today's Navy. America's Navy: Keeping the 
sea free for more than 200 years. 

Constitution's mission today is to offer community 
outreach and education about the ship's history. Currently, her 
crew is planning to commemorate bicentennial of the War of 
1812 through public demonstrations and educational activities 
at eight Navy weeks across the U.S. in 2012. 
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36. Navy Medicine Participates In First DoD Reconstructive Transplant Symposium 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 11 JUL 12) ... Joshua L. Wick, U.S. Navy Bureau of Medicine and Surgery Public Affairs 

BETHESDA, Md. -- The top military and civilian experts 
in the field of reconstructive transplantation gathered for the 
first Department of Defense Reconstructive Transplantation 
Symposium July 10, at the Uniformed Services University of 
the Health Sciences, in Bethesda, Md. 

Participants presented on the military's expanding clinical 
partnership and inter-institutional collaboration in support of 
service members injured in Operations Iraq Freedom and 
Operations Enduring Freedom. 

The goal of the symposium was to showcase findings 
from the American Society for Reconstructive Transplantation 
(ASRT) partners in what is known in the medical community 
as vascularized composite allotransplantation (VCA). 

"VCA refers to the transplantation of multiple tissues 
such as muscle, bone, nerve and skin, as a functional unit (e.g. 
a hand, or face) from a deceased donor to a recipient with a 
severe injury," according to the ASRT website. "These grafts 
serve as potential replacements for traumatic tissue losses such 
as limb loss from explosive devices." 

The objective was to share provider experiences and 
promote scientific dialogue amongst all programs attendees. It 
also was the first meeting of the Tri-Service Transplant Board, 
tasked with overseeing ethical and responsible care of 
wounded servicemen who may be candidates for VCA. 

The conference included representatives from the U.S. 
Navy, Army, Air Force, Marine Corps, Veterans Affairs, 
Health Affairs, and TRICARE Management Activity as well 
as leadership from leading public and private medical and 
educational institutions involved in VCA. 

Rear Adm. Michael H. Mittelman, U.S. Navy deputy 
surgeon general, joined national VCA leaders as one of the 
keynote speakers emphasizing Navy Medicine advancements 
in the field. 

"Navy Medicine has established strong partnerships with 
academia involved in regenerative medicine programs," said 
Mittelman. "Navy surgeons and researchers are doing fantastic 
work at our medical treatment facilities (MTF) here at Walter 
Reed - Bethesda, out in San Diego, Calf., down in Portsmouth, 
Va. and various other places." 

Because of the blast injuries suffered by many service 
members during OIF, OEF future partnership and 
collaborations efforts are critical to the advancements in hand 
and face transplantation, added Mittelman. 

These efforts are not new to Navy Medicine, but they are 
becoming more and more routine, Mittelman said. 

Navy Medicine successfully performed its first VCA hand 
transplant in March 2011 in collaboration with Emory 
University Medical Center teams and future opportunities are 
on the horizon with Johns Hopkins University Medical Center 
and Walter Reed National Military Medical Center in the later 
part of 2012. 

"[Navy and Marine Corps Medicine] is leveraging this 
work, not only to help our wounded, ill and injured warriors," 
said Mittelman, "But to create opportunities and advancements 
that will translate and benefit all medical sciences and care of 
those suffering in society." 

This aspect is a key pillar for Navy Medicine's efforts in 
global humanitarian outreach and disaster relief. 

"Through partnership like this, we all will have 
opportunity to benefit directly from such developments," said 
Mittleman. 

In addition to Mittelman, several other top Navy 
Medicine leaders were in attendance and participated in the 
symposium. 
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37. DOE Awards Grant For Military Energy Savings Program 
(SMART METERS 11 JUL 12) 

The United States Department of Energy has selected 
Balfour Beatty Communities for a Smart Grid Data Access 
Award to help fund a new Switch 4 Good initiative, designed 
to help residents in military family housing better manage 
their energy use by providing them with high tech smart meter 
information and three personalized sets of conservation tools. 

Traditionally, military families living on-base were not 
responsible for utility costs, which resulted in higher overall 
energy consumption compared to civilian consumers. In recent 
years, the branches of the United States military have worked 
with their housing privatization partners to enact programs 
that transfer some responsibility for utility costs to residents 
while encouraging them to reduce energy consumption. Those 
utility cost savings will be reinvested back into the military 
housing projects for additional renovations, amenities, and 
improvements. 

The Switch 4 Good program will capitalize on the 
upcoming transition on 11 Department of Navy installations 
where military families living on-base will become 
responsible for a portion of their energy consumption. The 

program will leverage this transition as a pilot to determine 
which of three resident engagement strategies best maximizes 
the Navy families’ energy savings. The three solutions are: 
baseline management by house type, digital outreach 
campaigns, and personal energy use coaching. The most 
successful program will be considered for expansion 
throughout Balfour Beatty Communities’ privatized military 
housing locations across the United States. 

Tabitha Crawford, Balfour Beatty Capital Group senior 
vice president of Sustainability and Innovation explains, “The 
Switch 4 Good program is the first and largest program of its 
kind that leverages real-time data and several behavior change 
initiatives simultaneously. It’s an exciting opportunity to 
investigate energy consumption changes resulting from 
increased access to personalized energy information. We are 
looking forward to piloting this program with our Navy 
residents and using the results to reduce energy consumption 
at all of our installations. The results from our study will also 
be important for utilities and municipalities across North 
America to help meet carbon reduction strategies.” 
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Balfour Beatty Communities’ President Chris Williams 
adds: “We believe truly sustainable communities must 
consistently find ways to reduce risks and improve resident 
satisfaction. While we are so pleased to have the DOE’s 

matching financial contribution for this project, we feel it is 
important to invest our own time and resources in developing 
innovative ways to conserve energy. What we learn today can 
be used to improve other communities tomorrow.” 
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38. Outgoing Gov. Lynch Shares Love Of Shipyard 
(PORTSMOUTH (NH) HERALD 11 JUL 12) ... Deborah McDermott 

KITTERY, Maine — N.H. Gov. John Lynch said 
Tuesday he came to the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard to renew 
his connection with workers and also wanted to see first-hand 
the damage aboard the USS Miami. 

Lynch said, "I have a special bond with the shipyard," and 
quickly dismissed any speculation that he was laying 
groundwork for a future run at higher office. 

"No, I'm not going to run for the U.S. Senate," he said, 
stressing he simply wanted to reconnect with the yard he 
worked so hard to keep open during the Base Realignment and 
Closure Commission's 2005 round. 

The governor said he wanted to see the USS Miami 
firsthand, because he had not been to the shipyard since the 
Miami's forward compartment was ravaged by fire on May 23. 

While there, he spoke with members of the PNS Fire 
Department, who "couldn't be more appreciative" of the 
efforts of other fire departments, "particularly Seacoast area 
departments." 

The twinkle in his eye, however, came when he was 
talking about the shipyard's facilities. 

"I'm a manufacturing guy," he said, "and the shipyard is at 
the leading edge of manufacturing in the work they do." 

He said he was most impressed with the lean 
manufacturing principles employed at the shipyard, the 
labor/management cooperation and the apprenticeship 
program, in which "they hire high school graduates and train 
them. 

"What I've seen here is as sophisticated as it gets" for a 
manufacturing operation, he said. 

In addition, the Hopkinton Democrat said he believes the 
yard contributes about $1 billion to the local economy, 
including workers from area construction companies. 

"The Navy has invested a lot of capital here," he said. 
Lynch said he doesn't believe the yard is in any danger of 

closure, as it has eight to 10 years of work lined up. 
"There's almost 5,000 people working here, and they're 

still hiring," he said. 
"It's quite a remarkable place and, to me, a very special 

place." 
The "gold standard" in place at the shipyard and touted by 

BRAC Chairman Anthony Principi in 2005 "is still reflected 
today," Lynch said. 
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39. Navy Project To Replace Aging Pier In Works 
Project Aims To Replace Refueling Pier At Naval Base Point Loma 
(KGTV ABC SAN DIEGO 11 JUL 12) ... Bob Lawrence 

SAN DIEGO -- A planned U.S. Navy project to replace 
an aging pier is set to begin and will virtually impact all of San 
Diego Bay. 

The Navy needs to replace its 108-year-old refueling pier 
in Point Loma, and because of seismic concerns, the state 
requires that steel pilings be used. 

"Getting them into place will create a rather large 
underwater noise profile, so we have to make sure we take the 
necessary environmental steps to ensure no harm comes of it," 
said Capt. Scott Adams, the commanding officer at Naval 
Base Point Loma, where the fuel pier is located. 

The marine mammals used by the Navy will be relocated, 
as will the marine mammals used by other institutions nearby. 

It also means moving the Everingham bait barge, which is 
right in the impact zone. 

"We've renewed the lease with the bait barge and are 
working with them to find a temporary location," Adams said. 

Construction and driving the steel pilings can only be 
done in phases because of concerns for the environmentally 
protected least tern. When construction has to stop for months 
at a time, the bait barge can be moved back to its current 
location. 

The Navy is hoping to start the four-year, $100 million 
effort next year. 

View Clip (RT: 2:15) 
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40. Okinawa Gov. Urges Defense Chief To Drop Osprey Deployment Plan 
(KYODO NEWS 12 JUL 12) 

TOKYO -- Okinawa Gov. Hirokazu Nakaima urged 
Defense Minister Satoshi Morimoto on Thursday to reject a 
U.S. plan to deploy the Marine Corps' MV-22 Osprey 
transport aircraft at a U.S. military base in the southwestern 
Japan prefecture. 

Nakaima's request came after a series of accidents abroad 
involving the tilt-rotor aircraft. Further stoking concerns in 
Okinawa about the plane's safety was an emergency landing 

by an MV-22 Osprey at a civilian airport in North Carolina on 
Monday due to mechanical trouble. 

"We would like to ask for cancellation or review of the 
plan to bring in the Osprey," the governor told Morimoto at 
the outset of their meeting, which was open to the press, at the 
Defense Ministry in Tokyo. 

The United States plans to deploy the Osprey vertical 
takeoff and landing aircraft at the Marine Corps' Futenma Air 
Station in Okinawa in August to replace the aging CH-46 
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helicopters there. For safety checks and trial flights, the 
Ospreys will first be deployed at the Marines' Iwakuni Air 
Station in Yamaguchi Prefecture in late July. 

Referring to the crashes of Osprey aircraft in Morocco in 
April and in Florida last month, Nakaima urged the central 
government to thoroughly "probe the causes, ensure the safety 
(of the Osprey) and dispel the concerns of Okinawa residents." 
Accompanying Nakaima were leaders of municipalities in 
Okinawa, including Ginowan Mayor Atsushi Sakima and 
Nago Mayor Susumu Inamine. 

The governor told reporters afterward that they were "not 
able to get good feedback" from Morimoto. 

Inamine quoted Morimoto as saying that the defense 
minister wants to "respect the will of Okinawa Prefecture 
residents." But the mayor said Morimoto did not go further 
than that in his comments. 

When Nakaima met with Morimoto on July 1 during the 
minister's visit to Okinawa, the governor also rejected the 
Osprey plan, citing safety concerns after the fatal accident in 
Morocco and the crash of a CV-22 Osprey, a variant used by 
the U.S. Air Force. 

Facing local opposition, Tokyo and Washington have 
agreed not to conduct Osprey test flights at the Iwakuni base 
until more information about these crashes is provided to 
Japan. The results of the U.S. probe into the accidents are 
expected to be presented to Japan in August. 

On Wednesday, Pentagon Press Secretary George Little 
suggested that the Osprey deployment plan will not be 
affected by the emergency landing of the aircraft. 

The Futenma Air Station is located in a crowded 
residential district in Ginowan, and Japan and the United 

States are planning to relocate the base to a less populated area 
in Nago. But the Okinawa community is vehemently opposed 
to relocation within Okinawa and wants the base to be moved 
out of the prefecture. 

Nakaima is planning to attend a mass rally to be held by 
the Okinawa prefectural assembly on Aug. 5 to oppose the 
controversial Osprey deployment. 

Pentagon Implies No Change In Osprey Deployment 
Despite Emergency Landing 

(KYODO NEWS 11 JUL 12) 
WASHINGTON -- Pentagon Press Secretary George 

Little suggested Wednesday that a U.S. plan to deploy the 
MV-22 Osprey transport aircraft at a U.S. Marine Corps base 
in Okinawa Prefecture will not be affected by a recent 
emergency landing by the aircraft in North Carolina. 

"As always, we'll work closely with our Japanese allies to 
provide information on the MV-22, which has a very strong 
safety record overall," Little told reporters when asked about 
contact with the Japanese government over the incident. 

Regarding reports that a U.S. Marine Corps MV-22 tilt-
rotor Osprey aircraft made an emergency landing at a civilian 
airport in North Carolina on Monday due to mechanical 
trouble, Little said that the landing was a "precautionary" step 
during a routine training flight with no one injured. 

Asked about the cause, Little only said the Marine Corps 
is "looking into it." The United States plans to deploy the 
Osprey aircraft at the U.S. Marine Corps' Futenma Air Station 
in Okinawa in August after first deploying it at the Marines' 
Iwakuni Air Station in Yamaguchi Prefecture in late July for 
safety checks and trial flights. 
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NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
41. Troops Sought For Job Certification Project 
(NAVY TIMES 11 JUL 12) ... Cid Standifer 

President Obama’s plan to grant troops for their military 
experience when they seek post-service civilian job licensing 
and certification is off to a bumpy start, with few service 
members volunteering for an upcoming pilot program and 
civilian-oriented skills tripping up some certification 
candidates. 

The Manufacturing Skills Standards Council — one of the 
government’s primary partners for Obama’s push to expand 
technical certifications for veterans — is looking for 200 
active-duty volunteers who plan to separate from the military 
by the end of the year to participate in a pilot program for 
logistics certification. 

The council, which is trying to get the pilot off the ground 
by the end of the month, will pay the $100 per-person cost for 
the volunteers’ certification exams, which could give them a 
leg up for more than 5 million jobs, including ship loader, 
truck driver or aircraft cargo handling supervisor. According 
to the Bureau of Labor Statistics, the average pay for logistics 
jobs is about $14 per hour to $16 per hour. 

But so far, only 10 people have signed up, according to 
council spokeswoman Tina Driessen. 

She said many veterans have expressed interest in the 
certification, but the program is taking only people who are 
currently on active duty, because the military wants to find the 

gaps between current service members’ training and post-
service civilian requirements before expanding the pilot 
program. 

She noted that even if more volunteers don’t step forward, 
those who have already registered will still be able to take the 
test. 

The Army is wrapping up its own pilot program for 
soldiers finishing logistics training. The most common 
mistakes soldiers make on the civilian certification exam 
involved gaps between civilian and military culture, including 
communication styles and the way teams operate, Driessen 
said. 

“Military logistics and civilian logistics are spoken in two 
different languages,” she said. “The daily tasks are remarkably 
identical, but the language used to communicate the tasks is 
not.” 

She added that soldiers tended to do well on the sections 
of the exams that covered equipment, and higher-ranking 
soldiers tended to do better, possibly because of their work 
experience prior to the training course. 

The other branches are planning their own pilot programs, 
with the Navy preparing for logistics certification exams in 
Florida next week. 
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The Manufacturing Skills Standards Council volunteer 
pilot program will focus on assessing service members’ 
experience rather than training. There are no prerequisites for 
the exam, other than that registrants must be planning to leave 
the military by the end of the year, though Driessen said the 

program is geared toward people currently working in the 
logistics field. 

The council will offer the testing at 12 sites, each within 
50 miles of a military base, the week of July 23. 
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42. Pentagon’s No. 2 Joining Budget Director At Sequester Hearing 
(THE HILL 11 JUL 12) ... Jeremy Herb 

Deputy Defense Secretary Ashton Carter will be 
testifying alongside the acting director of the Office of 
Management and Budget at a congressional hearing on the 
impact of defense cuts through sequestration set to hit Jan. 2, 
according to congressional and Pentagon sources. 

Acting OMB Director Jeffrey Zients agreed Monday to 
testify at the hearing in the House Armed Services Committee 
slated for Aug. 1, said committee spokesman Claude Chafin. 

Committee Chairman Buck McKeon (R-Calif.) had 
pressed for Zients to testify as he and Republicans have 
pushed the Obama administration to explain how the $500 
billion in sequestration cuts to defense spending would be 
implemented. 

The addition of the Pentagon’s No. 2 officials will make 
the hearing the most high-profile yet on the sequestration cuts, 
which have been getting increasing attention in Washington. 
The cuts, roughly $500 billion to both defense and non-

defense spending, were set in motion after the supercommittee 
failed to find more than $1 trillion in deficit reduction last 
year. 

The Obama administration has said it’s not yet planning 
for the cuts, instead arguing they were never intended to be 
implemented and urging Congress to find a fix. But with the 
two parties unable to gain much traction on a deal, there have 
measures in Congress moving to force the administration to 
explain the cuts’ impact. 

The Pentagon has said it’s not done any planning for the 
across-the-board cuts under guidance from OMB, but the 
budget agency has started softening its position, saying that 
some planning is occurring. 

“While OMB has not yet engaged agencies in planning, 
our staff is conducting the analysis needed to move forward if 
necessary,” spokeswoman Moira Mack said in a statement 
Monday. 
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43. McKeon Irked About Shorter Pentagon Report 
(DEFENSE NEWS 11 JUL 12) ... Kate Brannen 

Every year, the Pentagon is required by law to submit a 
report to Congress on Chinese military power. 

During a July 11 briefing, Rep. Buck McKeon, R-Calif., 
chairman of the House Armed Services Committee, noticed 
this year’s report was shorter than usual. 

When he asked why, the Pentagon official briefing him 
said a new DoD policy requires that all reports to Congress be 
limited to 15 pages. Angered by the new policy, McKeon 
immediately fired off a letter to Defense Secretary Leon 
Panetta and held a last-minute press briefing to express his 
frustrations to reporters. 

“I consider the report to be wholly inadequate and believe 
it minimizes the uncertainty and the challenges posed by 
China’s military build-up,” McKeon wrote to Panetta. 

The letter says the China report is 19 pages and cost the 
Pentagon $85,000 to prepare. The copy available online 
contains four chapters that run 19 pages, but stretches to 52 
pages if you include the four appendixes and maps in the back. 

Last year’s report cost $73,000 to prepare and ran 84 
pages, with two appendixes. 

Some of the items McKeon says are missing from the 
report appear to be included in the report’s appendixes. 

For example, McKeon says the report contains little 
discussion of significant Chinese military technology 
developments, but there is an appendix titled “Size, Location 
and Capabilities of Chinese Military Forces” that includes a 
fairly detailed discussion of China’s military capabilities. 

When asked whether the classified version of the report 
contained the information claimed to be missing, McKeon 
spokesman Claude Chafin said, “We don’t consider either the 
classified or unclassified versions to have met all the statutory 

requirements. Further, there is no reason some of these items 
would need to be in a classified annex.” 

In a statement, Pentagon spokesman George Little said 
DoD prepares and sends more than 500 reports to Congress 
annually. 

“Last summer, one component within [DoD] issued 
written guidance on report length,” he said. “That guidance 
indicated reports should not exceed 10 pages in length, except 
when the statutory requirements or specific circumstances 
dictate. The guidance did not in any way seek to restrict 
information provided to Congress.” 

At a May 18 Pentagon press briefing, Pentagon policy 
official David Helvey acknowledged the China report was 
shorter than last year’s. 

“We’ve streamlined and consolidated the report, in 
keeping with DOD-wide guidance for how we’re handling 
reports to Congress,” he said. “However, we continue to 
address the same range of questions and issues that’s 
requested by the Congress in the legislation.” 

Because this year’s shorter report is more expensive than 
last year’s, McKeon believes the Pentagon’s new report policy 
has more to do with limiting the amount of information 
provided than it does cost-savings. 

“Taken in context with the issuance of gag orders, the 
requirement for senior officials to sign non-disclosure 
agreements, and the tardiness of responses to requests for 
information, this policy reeks of obstructionism, a lack of 
transparency and is harmful to constitutionally mandated 
congressional oversight and national security,” McKeon 
writes. 
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Former Defense Secretary Robert Gates required 
Pentagon and military officials to sign non-disclosure 
agreements when participating in high-level budget and 
strategy discussions in an effort to reduce leaks. 

In his letter, McKeon asks Panetta to rescind the policy 
immediately and requests a response to his concerns within 24 
hours. 

He also wants assurances from Panetta that he will issue 
new policy guidance that does not place an arbitrary page-
limit on congressional reports. 

“Secretary Panetta has made clear that a close partnership 
between the Department of Defense and Congress is essential 
for our national security,” Little said in his statement. “For 
that reason, the Department takes very seriously its 
responsibility to provide Congress with thorough, accurate and 
timely briefings and reports on the full range of matters.” 
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44. Navy Crew Describes Rescue Of Missing NAS Whidbey Sailor 
(KING NBC SEATTLE 11 JUL 12) ... Meg Coyle 

A Whidbey Island Sailor was rescued by his Navy 
colleagues when he crashed his motorcycle and lay trapped for 
two days. 

Colleagues say Sr. Chief William Wolf loves his 
motorcycle. 

"He loved to hit the mountain. We had a shared interest 
and I had a feeling he'd be out riding," said fellow rider and 
his executive commander, Scott Hardy. 

So when Wolf didn't show up for work last Friday his 
Navy buddies knew he was in trouble. 

"He was out, he was hurt, and he needed our help," said 
Navy Commander Michael O'Leary. 

Navy Senior Chief Wolf is responsible for every 
maintenance action on the new EA-18 Growler, a position that 
kept him grounded. Riding his bike is what got him going. 
And last Thursday, it got him into trouble. 

It was along National Forest Road 17 and 18, in rural 
Skagit County - the middle of nowhere. For two days, Wolf 
lay broken, unable to move, unable to reach his cell phone. 

A NAS Whidbey-based Navy search and rescue crew was 
tasked with trying to find the needle in a haystack. 

"Given it was a Sailor and someone from our base, 
absolutely it was something we wanted to do," said Lt. Leah 
Tunnell. 

Then last Saturday morning - a break. Remember the 
military's strong motorcycle connection? 

"It got the attention of his riding partner, who is currently 
deployed, and he said, 'Bill and I rode on NF 17 and 18 
several weeks ago and he had mentioned he wanted to go back 
at some point.'" 

With the help of Skagit County Search and Rescue, Wolf 
was located then airlifted by his fellow Navy crew to 
Harborview Medical Center. 

Wolf suffered a spinal injury and other internal injuries. 
He also had to have a leg amputated. He is in serious condition 
in the intensive care unit at Harborview. 

View Clip (RT: 2:26) 
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OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
45. Gunboat Diplomacy On A Rebound? 
Russia deploys warships off Syria. China sends threatening vessels to its neighbors over island disputes. The 
world can't afford a return to 19th-century naval intimidation. 
(CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR 11 JUL 12) ... Editorial 

Just when the world had begun to view aerial drones as 
the weapon of the 21st century, the 19th-century practice of 
“gunboat diplomacy” seems on a rebound. 

Here are recent examples: 
On Monday, Russia began to deploy warships off Syria 

“for exercises” – or perhaps to influence events there. 
For more than a year, China has sent paramilitary vessels 

or its naval ships to intimidate Japan, Vietnam, and the 
Philippines over island disputes and undersea resources. 

Last year, President Obama deployed an aircraft carrier 
for joint exercises with South Korea to send a message to both 
North Korea (and its ally China) after a North Korean attack 
on the South. 

Iran has threatened to disrupt oil-tanker traffic through the 
Strait of Hormuz in retaliation for sanctions against its nuclear 
program. Even Turkey has flexed its naval muscle over 
disputes with Cyprus and Israel. 

Then there’s the Arctic. The melting of the icecap has 
touched off a tense display of naval ships from several nations 

trying to claim maritime rights to newly opened ocean 
passages. 

Meanwhile, in Britain – the country that defined gunboat 
diplomacy in the 19th century to maintain its empire – the 
head of the Royal Navy offered a defense of the practice last 
February: 

“Even a cursory glance at the numerous ‘gunboat 
diplomacy’ publications penned by diplomats, historians and 
academics over the years tells us that the supreme advantage 
of maritime power is that it can leverage ‘effect without 
regret,’ ” said First Sea Lord Adm. Sir Mark Stanhope. 

Is this any way to run the world, especially with so many 
rules and methods these days that can resolve conflicts? 

Not according to Leon Panetta, the U.S. Defense secretary 
who oversees the world’s most powerful navy. 

“If we’re going to engage in gunboat diplomacy 
everywhere we go in order to assert our rights, then the end 
result of that is going to be conflict,” he told Congress in May. 
He was trying to persuade the Senate to pass the Law of the 
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Sea Treaty, one of many diplomatic tools that can help restrain 
the use of naval threats. 

Naval intimidation comes in many forms. The United 
States has carrier fleets around the world that are usually seen 
as benign keepers of the peace for the world’s shipping lanes 
or as forward deployment in case of all-out war. China, on the 
other hand, has lately used its vessels in threatening ways, 
scaring many of its neighbors. 

The better approach, said Mr. Panetta, is to “make very 
clear the power we have, but then sit down and engage these 
other countries in a rules-based format.” 

“We are strong because we play by the rules, not because 
we go against those rules,” he added. 

That is in sharp contrast to the approach advocated by 
China. Last year, the state-run Global Times newspaper stated 
in an editorial about the maritime disputes with other Asian 
nations: “If these countries don’t want to change their ways 
with China, they will need to prepare for the sounds of 
cannons.” 

Before gunboat diplomacy really catches on again, the 
world needs to affirm that nongun diplomacy is the preferred 
method of resolving disputes. Today’s cannons are just too big 
to do otherwise. 
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46. Going To The Brink In The Mideast 
(WASHINGTON POST 12 JUL 12) ... David Ignatius 

Hopefully we won’t see a Middle East replay of “The 
Guns of August,” as Barbara Tuchman titled her account of 
the slide toward World War I. But the region is edgy this 
summer as negotiators struggle to resolve confrontations with 
Syria and Iran. 

One small sign of the rising tension is that Saudi Arabia is 
said to have alerted some of its military and security officials 
to cancel their summer leaves. Saudi and U.S. sources say this 
limited mobilization reflects worries about possible military 
conflict with Iran, the war of succession in Syria, and Sunni-
Shiite tensions in neighboring Bahrain. 

Diplomats are working overtime to defuse these regional 
crises, but so far without success. Kofi Annan, the former 
U.N. secretary general, has led an international effort to broker 
a political transition in Syria, but it hasn’t budged President 
Bashar al-Assad. Annan said Monday that he’d had 
“constructive” talks with Assad and would soon present 
proposals to the Syrian opposition. But it’s depressing how 
little headway Annan has made, despite broad international 
agreement that Assad should go to Damascus. 

On the Iranian front, talks are continuing over controls on 
Tehran’s nuclear program. This effort is backed by the five 
permanent members of the U.N. Security Council and 
Germany, but meetings in Istanbul, Baghdad and Moscow 
have produced little beyond an exchange of paper. Talks are 
continuing among technical “experts” who perhaps can 
explore a deal outside the parameters of the canned 
negotiating scripts. 

Certainly, this will be a summer for diplomatic 
brinkmanship. Assad’s leverage is his threat to take Syria 
down with him in a sectarian civil war. The optimal solution 
would have been a Russian-brokered transition of power, but 
the window for such a deal is closing. At some point, a 
“peaceful transition” will be impossible with so much blood 
spilled. Russia appears, finally, to be backing away slightly 
from Assad, refusing to sell him more weapons, but is it too 
late? 

The Iran negotiations are also driven by the prospect of 
war, if diplomacy should fail. U.S. analysts believe that the 
past three months of talks should at least have convinced the 
Iranians that their bargaining position is weak. Tehran’s hard 

line hasn’t prevented the imposition of new sanctions, it hasn’t 
amplified Europe’s economic jitters and it hasn’t fractured the 
P5+1 coalition. Now the real bargaining begins, in the view of 
some U.S. and European officials, with economic sanctions 
adding more pressure on Tehran every day. 

Going to the brink is part of many negotiations, and 
usually the parties reach agreement and avoid disaster. But not 
always: Henry Kissinger, the former U.S. secretary of state, 
said at a gathering of Harvard students a few months ago that 
if the statesmen of 1914 had known what the world of 1919 
would look like, they surely would have made different 
decisions. But statesmen never have such foreknowledge. 

The diplomat’s faith that compromise emerges in the heat 
of crisis unfortunately isn’t supported by recent evidence. The 
European Union has held 19 summits since the euro-zone 
crisis began three years ago, and there’s still no resolution. In 
the United States last year, even the specter of financial 
default wasn’t enough to get politicians to reach more than a 
temporary agreement. 

Strategists for decades have studied the factors that drive 
nations toward conflict. One lesson of 1914, for example, is 
that it’s important to avoid an automatic process of escalation, 
in which one side’s mobilization compels a counter 
mobilization by the other side. That makes me worry about the 
Saudi alert. Another precept for crisis managers is the need for 
quick communications links — like the famous “hotline” that 
was installed between the White House and the Kremlin after 
the 1962 Cuban missile crisis. 

Once an escalation begins, it may be hard to stop. In 
Syria, many analysts think the level of sectarian killing is 
already past the tipping point; there are too many scores to 
settle. In Iran, the definition of the crisis is the lack of trust 
between Tehran and the West. There’s too little mutual 
confidence even for a hotline. 

The Obama administration has opted to work with 
international coalitions to confront Syria and Iran. This still 
seems like the most sensible policy. But if these multilateral 
efforts are failing, it will fall to the United States to devise an 
alternative strategy. If the United States wants to get to “yes” 
in these negotiations, it will have to bargain more 
independently and aggressively. 
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47. India Plans Strategic Encirclement Of China 
(ASIA TIMES ONLINE 12 JUL 12) ... Daniel Thorp 

The conclusion of the Rio+20 Summit in Brazil in June 
saw only a disappointing outcome, despite it being labeled a 
"once-in-a-generation chance" to direct the global economy in 
a sustainable direction and the much positive talk from various 
world leaders. However, while discussions concerning the 
global economy took place, Chinese Premier Wen Jiabao and 
his Indian counterpart, Manmohan Singh, held talks on the 
sidelines concerning their bilateral relationship, with both 
urging strengthened cooperation between the Asian giants. 

Singh emphasized that India had no intention to contain 
China, and he would not tolerate any anti-China activities on 
Indian soil. We have seen numerous examples of Chinese and 
Indian politicians meeting to discuss relations strewn with 
optimistic language. However, despite sustained reassurances 
from both sides that their respective governments are not 
pursuing any containment and encirclement strategies of their 
neighbor, actions over recent years paint a very different 
picture. 

There has been a particular growing fear of a "China 
Threat" within Indian government and strategist circles over 
the past decade, with many feeling Beijing is engaging in 
encirclement and containment strategies in a persistent attempt 
to tie India down to the Indian subcontinent. Responding to 
this perceived threat, New Delhi has gradually been 
undertaking a combination of internal balancing, by means of 
increasing its military capabilities on both land and at sea, and 
external balancing, via military cooperation with states in East 
and Southeast Asia. 

Indian internal balancing has taken various forms and has 
been reflected in the increasing defense budget which was 
announced as U.S.$41 billion for 2012-13, a 17% increase on 
the previous year. 

Firstly, this has helped to fund an ongoing military 
modernization program with the recent deal for 126 French 
Rafale fighters to be supplied by Dassault over the coming 
decade in conjunction with over 200 fifth-generation fighter 
aircraft to be developed in cooperation with Russia by 2017. 

Secondly, India has been strengthening its defenses along 
its disputed border regions with China; 100,000 additional 
troops were stationed along the Line of Actual Control in 
2011, along with the deployment of the 300-kilometer range 
BrahMos cruise missile along the eastern border region. These 
deployments have been complemented by increasing 
infrastructural developments including new roads and the 
construction and upgrading of assorted air bases across the 
regions. 

Finally, and most significantly, India has been bolstering 
its nuclear capabilities with its "flawless" test of the Agni-V 
missile, which is able to carry a nuclear warhead and with a 
5,000-kilometer range can strike a majority of major Chinese 
cities along its eastern seaboard. 

In addition to military modernization on land, New Delhi 
has been developing its naval capabilities with naval 
commanders taking a visible turn in the direction of the 
teachings of Alfred T Mahan and his sea-based geopolitical 
philosophy, with ambitious future plans for a fully fledged and 
highly capable blue water navy able to protect coastal waters, 
vital sea lanes of communication and project power deep into 
the Indian and surrounding oceans. 

Naval modernization has included the establishment of 
two new deep-sea naval port facilities at Kawar on the 
southwest coast and near Viskhapatnam as part of the Eastern 
Naval Command. In tandem with the establishment of the Far 
Eastern Naval Command (FENC) at Port Blair in the 
Andaman Islands, the Indian Navy is able to project power 
across the Bay of Bengal and into the Strait of Malacca, 
intensifying China's "Malacca Dilemma.” 

These developments have been complemented by the 
increasing purchases and indigenous development of naval 
hardware, including the nuclear submarine INS Chakra on a 
10-year lease form Russia and the locally developed INS 
Airhant. Additionally, the former Russian aircraft carrier 
Gorshkov, renamed INS Vikramaditya, is to be commissioned 
into service of the Indian Navy by December 2012. These 
recent enlargements will make up part of a planned 160-vessel 
fleet including three aircraft carrier groups by the mid 2020s, 
outlined by Indian Naval Chief Admiral Sureesh Mehta. 

Internal balancing is taking considerable shape with 
increasing hardware purchases and consistent upgrading of 
military capabilities along the border with China and also in 
the naval realm, where China is undergoing rapid expansion, 
increasing competition in and around the Indian Ocean. This 
balancing has also taken considerable shape in terms of 
external balancing and cooperation with other states in the 
region. 

Military cooperation with other states extends across the 
realms of both land and sea. On land, New Delhi has become 
increasingly invested in its relations with Afghanistan, 
establishing a Strategic Partnership in October 2011, eyeing a 
greater role following the planned 2014 withdrawal of 
coalition forces. 

With Tajikistan, India has increased its interaction with 
Tajik security forces and has provided funding for the 
upgrading of the Farkhor and Ayni air bases succeeding 
construction of a military hospital and logistics depot. Ayni air 
base is of particular significance with reports that Tajikistan, 
India and Russia are in talks over the joint use of the base and 
that an Indian air force currently has Mi-17 helicopters and 
has leased Russian fighter jets stationed at the base. 

New Delhi has also increased cooperation with Mongolia, 
signing an agreement on Defense Cooperation in 2001, 
positioning radar systems able to monitor Chinese missile 
tests, holding bilateral military exercises since 2004 and 
having a quiet discussion over basing rights. 

Indian relations with Tajikistan and Afghanistan in 
particular also have the potential to undermine China's use of 
Pakistan as a proxy state against India in an attempt to split its 
focus along two fronts. With greater influence in Afghanistan, 
New Delhi can potentially undercut Pakistani influence in a 
country which Islamabad has traditionally considered as 
within its strategic sphere of influence. 

Extending into the maritime realm, further cooperation 
and encirclement can be observed as India has developed ties 
with some historically contentious neighbors of the Chinese. 
First of all, Indo-Singapore relations have flourished in recent 
years with their Defense Cooperation agreement of 2003 
upgrading ties and extending bilateral military exercises into 
all three wings of the armed forces, and most significantly the 
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SIMBEX naval exercises in the Bay of Bengal and South 
China Sea. 

Relations with Singapore have particular geopolitical 
importance as Singapore is at the western approaches to the 
South China Sea and eastern approaches to the Strait of 
Malacca, both vital sea lanes of communication for India and 
China. Close security relations between New Delhi and 
Singapore allow for strong power projection by the Indian 
navy into the South China Sea, an area of particular sensitivity 
to China with its claims of sovereignty over the sea; they also 
allow for India to threaten the closure of the Strait of Malacca, 
exacerbating Beijing's "Malacca Dilemma.” 

Next stop along India's maritime encirclement of China is 
Vietnam, with New Delhi and Hanoi sharing a history of 
conflict with China. Strong ties exist dating back to their 1994 
defense agreement and include military training and bilateral 
naval exercises carried out in the South China Sea which have 
drawn much criticism from Beijing, not helped by the talk of 
India providing BrahMos missiles to Vietnam, presenting an 
undeniable deterrent to Chinese aggression in the South China 
Sea. 

Hanoi has also recently granted the Indian Navy basing 
rights at the Nha Trang port, providing a foothold in the South 
China Sea and intensifying Chinese fears, demonstrated by the 
July 22, 2011, confrontation of INS Airavat when operating 
off the Vietnamese coast. 

Indo-Japanese security relations provide a real security 
dilemma for China, as close ties between these two 
historically contentious neighbors pose the possibility of a 

pincer movement by two great powers and complete the 
encirclement of China by land and sea. 

Ties between India and Japan are continuously growing 
and expanding further into the security field with the 
MALABAR naval exercises. These relations and encirclement 
of China is further complemented by expanding ties with 
Japan's old ally and China's greatest threat, the United States. 
While ties between New Delhi and Washington remain fairly 
low key, partially due to India's non-alignment strategy, they 
hold the greatest potential for containment of China. Both 
sides hold their relations in high esteem, with President 
Barack Obama proclaiming that their relationship "will be one 
of the defining relationships of the 21st century.” 

Despite the constant rhetoric emanating from India 
proclaiming it has no intention of encirclement or containment 
of its communist neighbor, its actions, as so often found in 
international relations, speak much louder volumes about its 
intentions and reveal a great concern over China's rise to Great 
Power status. 

However, these concerns may be well placed as China has 
been undertaking many actions which can easily be interpreted 
as an effort to encircle India and contain its rise, tying it down 
to the Indian subcontinent. So depending on which angle one 
observes the situation from, either side can be construed to be 
the aggressor or just acting in a defensive manner. 

Daniel Thorp is an International Politics graduate of 
Brunel University, UK, specializing in Asia-Pacific security 
and international relations. 
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BBLLOOGGSS::  
48. EXCERPTS FROM BLOGS AROUND THE WORLD 
(PUBLISHED 09– 12 JUL 12) 

 
CNO Hints Towards the (New?) Future of Carrier 

Launched Naval Aviation by Galrahn from Information 
Dissemination, July 11 

Contrary to a recent suggestion regarding the decline of 
influence by the U.S. Naval Institute and the organizations 
flagship product Proceedings magainze, Chief of Naval 
Operations Jonathan Greenert has penned an article in 
Proceedings magazine this month that is already getting a lot 
of attention. Payloads over Platforms: Charting a New Course 
is a really important article, indeed there are several aspects of 
the article that jumped off the page the first, second, and every 
other time I've read the article. 

In general I have been less than impressed with the 
analysis of the Proceedings article to date, indeed I think most 
people who have publicly commented either missed the point, 
or failed to connect the dots. The whole article is important, 
not just the pieces that made headlines, and I believe it really 
informs us on modern ideas being circulated inside the Navy - 
many of which are very smart. 

Please, if you have not done so, go read the entire article 
before reading any further. Once you have read the article, 
come back and read what I'm saying, then go back and read 
the article to see if I have this right. I'm not certain I am 
reading it correctly, but I think I am. 

Ready? OK... 

First, I have to address something. This kind of industry 
shrilling by think tank people who I thought were credible 
analysts needs to stop. The suggestion through fear by 
Mackenzie Eaglen that the end of manned military aviation 
will occur if any aspect of the Joint Strike Fighter program is 
changed by the Navy is either the definition of jumping the 
shark, or perhaps more appropriately the act of 'credibility 
hara-kiri.' If the defense analyst community continues to 
promote political fear in lockstep support of industry and 
policy failures instead of legitimate ideas for the DoD to deal 
with programs and policies that have gotten way out of control 
(too big to fail, a meme that applies to both the JSF and 
Afghanistan), then the defense analyst community is 
damaging their credentials beyond the ability of those folks to 
ever effectively lead the defense establishment in the future, 
and a new source of expertise needs to be sought after. 

The fine line between think tank analyst and defense 
industry lobbyist is being blurred today by a lot of folks who 
were once thought of as highly credible, and I absolutely 
include folks at CNAS in the same category as Heritage 
Foundation and AEI. There is a lot of self-licking Ice Cream 
cone BS coming out of DC today, and that article in AOL 
Defense pissed me off with it's new extreme in hyperbole. 

Second, Phil Ewing got it right, TWICE, but failed to 
connect the dots. Did the CNO just take a big swipe at the F-
35? You bet the CNO did. The CNO absolutely made clear 
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that the cost of stealth and exactly what the capability 
advantage of stealth is has forced the Navy to evaluate with 
clear eyes how to use stealth in naval aviation in the future, 
but the stealth issue is bigger than just the F-35C - it also must 
be applied to unmanned carrier aviation as well. 

The CNO starts out by stating clearly that the Navy needs 
"to move from ‘luxury-car’ platforms—with their built-in 
capabilities—toward dependable ‘trucks’ that can handle a 
changing payload selection." Because the use of the word 
"truck" has historically only been applied to ships in the 
context of modularity or swapping out equipment on ships, it 
is assumed he is speaking only about ships when he mentions 
trucks. That would be a bad assumption, because I think he is 
talking about naval aviation as well. 

If you recall, Bob Work sent out a memo on July 7, 2011 
to Navy acquisition chief Sean Stackley, Vice Chief Of Naval 
Operations Adm. Jonathan Greenert and assistant Marine 
Commandant Gen. Joseph Dunford to form a team to develop 
three alternative tactical aviation force structures, respectively 
representing cost savings of $5 billion, $7.5 billion and $10 
billion across the future years defense plan. Ultimately, Work 
expects to determine “the best-value alternative, factoring in 
both cost and capability. The purpose of the study was to 
determine whether the Navy and Marines could operate fewer 
than the 40 squadrons of JSFs currently planned and to look at 
the possibility of accelerating development of unmanned 
alternative systems." 

Everybody knows the costs of the Joint Strike Fighter has 
grown too high for the Navy to afford the future carrier air 
wing, indeed there is no future for unmanned carrier aviation 
unless the Navy reorganizes current plans of the Joint Strike 
Fighter, the F/A-18E/F Super Hornet, and existing Unmanned 
Carrier Launched Systems programs in an effort to find more 
money. That memo last year was the study of plans to 
determine what the options are. We have never seen the results 
of that memo, although my impression is the CNO just hinted 
what they might be. 

What I believe the CNO is basically saying is that the F-
18E/F works effectively as a manned truck, if new weapons 
are brought online to support the aircraft's ability to strike at 
long range - which is the cover story that Captain Hernandez 
ran out to Phil Ewing after his original post. Like I said, Phil 
Ewing got it right, twice! 

What the CNO is also saying is that the stealthy UCAS-D 
is too expensive, and that unmanned carrier launched aviation 
doesn't need to be stealthy, rather it needs to be capable of 
endurance/range and high payloads. This has been coming 
awhile, because one of the worst kept secrets is how many 
problems there are with UCAS-D. UCAS-D weighs way too 
much, costs too much, has less than desired endurance, and 
has a limited payload capacity in favor of its stealth profile. 
My bet is the Navy isn't going down that road long term, 
although the Navy will use UCAS-D as a technology 
demonstrator. 

But the CNO emphasized stealth was important? You bet 
he did, and how he discusses the importance of stealth in that 
Proceedings article reminded me of a concept I heard 
discussed with regards to the future of unmanned naval 
aviation at a recent USNI conference where the Joint Strike 
Fighter will still play an important role in future naval aviation 
that includes unmanned systems. 

Basically, the Navy would field carrier launched aviation 
platform "trucks" that carried a variety of long range missiles 
forward, and escorting these large flying trucks - trucks which 
would include F-18E/F manned fighters and unmanned carrier 
launched medium payload delivery vehicles - would be 
stealthy F-35Cs that basically functioned as forward observers 
that helped targeting for the payload trucks that could operate 
at stand off distances. By taking that approach, fewer F-35Cs 
would be needed, because the internal strike payload of the F-
35C is no longer as important relative to the payload capacity 
of the overall strike package - which would be offloaded to 
manned F-18E/Fs and medium capacity carrier launched 
UAVs. 

So that is basically where I think this is going. The Navy 
is going to address the very real concerns about the future 
carrier air wing in FY14, and they will restructure the various 
programs. The F-35C program will likely be restructured in 
the same way it was last time, by reducing the number of 
squadrons fielded per carrier. Last time the F-35C was 
reduced to 2 squadrons per carrier, this time it will likely be 
reduced to 1 squadron per carrier. With F-35C IOC currently 
scheduled for FY14, but expected to be delayed, the purchase 
of fewer F-35Cs and the delayed IOC will mean more F-
18E/Fs will need to be purchased. This comes just in time too, 
because the production line for F-18E/F only goes through 
FY14, so more F-18E/Fs will keep that production line open 
longer. 

The rest of the savings, which will be either $5 billion, 
$7.5 billion and $10 billion across the FYDP will decide the 
details of the F-35C and F-18E/F program changes, and also 
determine to what degree unmanned carrier aviation will play 
in the future Carrier Air Wing by 2020 and beyond. I believe it 
is a very good bet that unmanned carrier launched aviation 
will find funding, that the F-35C purchase will be reduced, 
and that the F-18E/F production line will stay open beyond 
FY14 - but the details of what unmanned carrier launched 
aviation will look like by 2020 is still very much unclear. 

It is also important to recognize that under the CNO's 
emerging vision of payloads instead of platforms, platforms 
like the F-35C still have a primary role, but that role is 
changing. In part, the F-35C is still a very necessary stealth 
capability that will perform the always important intercept 
function - although the payloads for intercept will be carried at 
stand-off range. F-35C will also function in the forward 
observer role - again in support of weapons held at safer, 
stand-off distances. These roles for the F-35C would be vital 
to the tactical and operational level execution of air superiority 
and combat air support by carrier aviation well into future 
decades, which means that while the total number of F-35Cs 
might be fewer in the future Carrier Air Wing, it's existence in 
the future Carrier Air Wing becomes even more vital than it is 
today - particularly if the unmanned "truck" options 
materialize as legitimate. In many ways, I could see these 
changes seen as a mixed result for Lockheed Martin, on one 
side the F-35C is purchased in lower quantity but on the other 
side the platform becomes the most critical piece of the 
puzzle, something the platform is not under current plans. 

In the end, all I believe can be said with any certainty is 
that based on the CNO's Proceedings article and the fiscal 
reality of naval aviation heading into the next two very, very 
tight budget years, the UCAS-D is the least likely full 
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production approach for the future of unmanned carrier 
aviation. 

 
Bold Alligator Update by Adm. J.C. Harvey, Jr. from 

Fleet Forces Command Blog, July 10 
Last month I received the final out-brief of the Bold 

Alligator 2012 exercise we conducted with MARFORCOM 
this past February. Overall the exercise was a significant 
success for our Navy and Marine Corps - we now have a great 
deal of trends and relevant information to study and learn from 
before we conduct next year’s exercise. 

As I reviewed the findings from the exercise, I was not at 
all surprised to see that many of our challenges center on 
command and control (C2) issues. Anyone who read the 
selections from my BA12 reading list learned about the C2 
challenges that were prevalent throughout amphibious 
operations in WWII, the Korean War and the Falklands. In 
fact, effective C2 has been the dominant issue in just about 
every amphibious operation throughout history. 

Accordingly, as we’ve now closed the doors on BA12 and 
have begun preparing for BA13, I want to share two articles 
with you that I believe capture some of the same issues we 
experienced during BA12 and thus will help significantly as 
you think through the planning for BA13. 

The first paper, CWC Departing: Return of the Task 
Force Commander was written in 2009 by LCDR Shane 
Tanner, USN. In his paper, LCDR Tanner examines the Cold 
War origins of the Composite Warfare Commander (CWC) 
structure and discusses how this structure does not fit well in a 
littoral mindset, or for the call for flexible, tailorable, and 
scalable naval forces. LCDR Tanner provides an in-depth look 
at the CWC structure and very clearly articulates the issues as 
well as his recommendations. I’m classifying this paper as a 
“must-read” by anyone who is participating in Bold Alligator 
2013, particularly at the strategic level. 

The second paper, The Littoral Arena was written in 1995 
by Rear Admiral Tedidia “Didi” Ya’ari, Israel Navy. In his 
article, Rear Admiral Ya’ari provides an excellent summary of 
the factors (such as shore threats, maneuverability, and 
signature management) that make operating in the littoral 
environment a challenge for naval forces. I also consider this 
paper a “must-read” for our BA13 Sailors and Marines. 

I strongly encourage everyone to read these articles, share 
them with your shipmates, discuss them and think about in 
context of BA12 lessons learned and how we can apply these 
important lessons to the BA13 campaign plan. 

 
The Roiling South China Sea Dispute by Ted Galen 

Carpenter from The Skeptics (Center for the National 
Interest), July 10 

Ted Galen Carpenter is a senior fellow for defense and 
foreign policy studies at the Cato Institute. 

The always troublesome South China Sea territorial 
dispute between China and its neighbors is heating up again. 
Vietnam and the Philippines currently present the principal 
challenges to China’s expansive claims in those waters. 
Unfortunately, Washington seems inclined to back those 
challenges, which creates the danger of entangling the United 
States in this emotional dispute. 

Tensions flared this spring when the Philippines deployed 
several ships around Scarborough Shoal (which China calls 

Huangyan Island) to strengthen its claim. Beijing reacted 
harshly to that move, gradually sending numerous fishing 
vessels and naval-patrol boats to the area. It appeared that the 
bilateral quarrel was easing in June when the government of 
Benigno S. Aquino ordered his country’s ships to leave the 
area. The Chinese foreign ministry promptly praised that move 
as a welcome, conciliatory gesture. 

But the cordial atmosphere between the two countries 
soon faded. Reports circulated that the Aquino government 
intended not only to have the Philippine ships return to the 
disputed waters but also that Manila would ask the United 
States to initiate patrols by aerial drones to monitor Chinese 
moves in the area. Although Aquino later denied that his 
government is seeking such patrols, Beijing’s reaction to the 
reports was just short of furious. An editorial in China Daily 
accused Manila of being “obsessed with playing the role of 
troublemaker in the South China Sea.” The latest episode, the 
editorial went on, “shows Manila is determined to drag 
Washington into its maritime dispute with China. By seeking 
backup from the U.S. in its quarrel with Beijing, Manila has 
ignored the goodwill shown by Beijing and is trying hard to 
complicate the issue.” 

Unfortunately, Washington’s behavior over the past year 
gives some credibility to China’s accusations. While attending 
an economic summit in Bali in November 2011, President 
Obama went out of his way to highlight the importance of the 
U.S. defense alliance with the Philippines and pledged to 
strengthen the relationship. Chinese officials considered his 
comment worrisome because it immediately followed 
Secretary of State Clinton’s strongly pro-Philippines 
statements regarding the rival claims in the South China Sea. 
“Any nation with a claim has a right to exert it,” Clinton said 
during a visit to Manila on November 16, “but they do not 
have a right to pursue it through intimidation or coercion.” She 
added that “the United States will always be in the corner of 
the Philippines and we will stand and fight with you.” The 
Obama administration backed up such rhetoric in early 2012 
with a decision to deploy additional troops to that country—
ostensibly to assist the Manila government in combating 
terrorism. 

Such rhetorical meddling is especially troubling because 
the United States has a defense treaty with the Philippines. If 
Chinese and Philippine forces ever come to blows in the South 
China Sea, Washington is going to be in an awkward and 
dangerous position. There certainly will be pressure, both 
from domestic hawks and other U.S. allies in East Asia, not to 
appease China. But the potential damage to the crucial 
bilateral relationship with China if the United States chose to 
back the Philippines militarily—even if outright war could be 
averted—is enormous. 

As the world’s leading maritime power, the United States 
is understandably concerned about the South China Sea 
territorial dispute—especially China’s breathtaking claims to 
well over half of the waters. Beijing’s position has important 
economic and strategic implications. Many of the crucial 
oceanic routes leading to Japan, South Korea and other 
countries in East Asia run through the South China Sea. 
Chinese control of that body of water would give Beijing a 
grip on the economic jugulars of all of those nations and might 
cause Washington’s East Asian allies to reassess their close 
ties to the United States. 
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Nevertheless, the Obama administration should be wary 
of embroiling the United States in the South China Sea dispute 
by reflexively backing Manila’s position. It would not be the 
first time that a small client state, emboldened by the 
perceived backing of a large, powerful patron, managed to 
entangle that patron in a dangerous quarrel. Washington needs 
to back off. 

 
Combined Joint Task Force – Horn of Africa by Lt. 

Cmdr Mary Graves from Navy Medicine Live, July 10 
Lt. Cmdr. Mary C. Graves, MSC, is director, Naval 

Operational Medical Lessons Learned Center 
Part of the vision of the Combined Joint Task Force – 

Horn of Africa (CJTF-HOA) is to strengthen partnerships to 
contribute to the security and stability in East Africa. One way 
they do this is through humanitarian projects that benefit the 
local population, and build diplomacy with the host nation. 
While deployed as the Force Health Protection Officer to 
CJTF-HOA, I had the honor of working on a mission to 
determine the best location for several wells in northern 
Ethiopia. 

It is hard for any of us to imagine not having water at the 
turn of a faucet, but villagers in Northern Ethiopia sometimes 
have to walk miles to get water for their families and 
livestock. When they arrive at a well, they then may have to 
wait hours before it is their turn to draw water. CJTF-HOA, in 
partnership with the Ethiopian government, selected four areas 
in northern Ethiopia that were in desperate need of a water 
source. 

A small team was put together to work with the Ethiopian 
locals to find locations that were suitable for serving as much 
of the population as possible. When we arrived at the villages, 
we were always warmly welcomed, and through our 
translator, we heard multiple stories of how a closer, more 
dependable water source could improve the lives of these 
people. One man explained how he could expand his flock of 
goats and sell more milk. One man had the money for a camel 
but was afraid he couldn’t keep it alive if he bought one. A 
mother spoke of having to send her children miles away to 
collect water and then carry it home. 

Our team asked the locals to show us where they currently 
get water. We walked about 20 minutes to a site where an 
NGO delivers water to a 1000-liter plastic tank and two 
shallow hand-dug pits about 4-feet wide, 6-feet long and 2-
feet deep. The livestock drink from the shallow pits. The truck 
shows up about twice a week, and if it skips a delivery (which 
has happened), some of the livestock die. If it misses two 
deliveries in a row, the villagers are afraid people will die. 

We asked them where they get water when the truck does 
not come. A village leader offered to show us if we would 
drive him there. A 20-minute drive later, we arrived at a 12- to 
15-foot-deep hand-dug well. It was located in the middle of a 
dry riverbed. A few women were lowering plastic buckets into 
the hole and coming up with about half a gallon of water each 
time. Upon closer inspection, we discovered that there was 
only about 4 inches of water in the bottom of the well and the 
women were very adept at getting the bucket to land on its 
side and fill up without scraping sand and gravel into it. 

I watched a woman draw water for 45 minutes straight. 
She kept filling a trough until her donkeys were satisfied, and 
then she filled several goats skins with water that the donkeys 

carried home for her. The woman had trouble describing how 
far she came to get water, but she did explain that it was too 
far to come everyday. 

The villagers walk us to their closest water point. A NGO 
sends a truck to this water point twice a week to fill the tank 
and two pits. The live stock drink from the pits. If the truck 
has to skip a delivery (which has happened) some of the 
livestock will die. If it misses two deliveries in a row, the 
villagers are afraid people will die. The boy is drinking from a 
can that says “provided by the USA” and it is used to retrieve 
water from the tank. 

We returned to the village and discovered more people 
had arrived. They were excited but cautious. One young man 
finally worked up the courage to ask our translator why we did 
not have shovels if we were going to dig a well. It took a lot of 
creativity to explain the well-drilling rig and how it would 
punch a skinny hole down 150 feet into the earth. There was a 
little disappointment among the people when we explained 
that it would take three weeks for the well-drilling rig to 
arrive, but we reassured them that once it arrived, the work 
will happen quickly. 

A lot more discussion occurred between our team and the 
village leaders, but, with a handshake, the agreement was 
finally made. The well will be located about 100 yards from 
the village school hut. The leaders celebrated by picking up 
stones and stacking them at the agreed-upon site. A little 
mound symbolized that the mission was complete. 

 
Faces of the Fleet from Navy Live, July 11 
“Faces of the Fleet” takes a look at YOUR Navy 

operating forward. These images represent the greatest 
Sailors in the greatest Navy in the world leading from the deck 
plates, and completing missions around the globe. This is your 
fleet and these are your Sailors! Hooyah, Navy!! 

 Quartermaster 3rd Class Joshua Rozier hauls up a 
"Day Shape" as the amphibious dock-landing ship 
USS Gunston Hall (LSD 44) prepares to anchor. 

 Musician 3rd Class Steve Lamonica, assigned to the 
U.S. Pacific Fleet Band, performs at Catbalogan City 
Park during the wrap up of Pacific Partnership 2012 
in the region. 

 Chief Machinist's Mate James Oden, left, a facilitator 
in the USS Chief fire fighting trainer at Recruit 
Training Command, instructs recruits to state their 
names and division before leaving the confidence 
chamber in the trainer. 

 U.S. Navy Lt. j.g. Catherine Adler, assigned to the 
guided-missile cruiser USS Chosin (CG 65), swims 
the 50-meter freestyle during a Rim of the Pacific 
Exercise (RIMPAC) international swim meet. 
(Department of Defense photo by U.S. Air Force 
Tech. Sgt. Michael R. Holzworth/Released) 

 Gunner's Mate 2nd Class William McClane fires an 
M240G light machine gun during a crew served 
weapons shoot aboard the Ticonderoga-class guided-
missile cruiser USS Cowpens (CG 63). 

 Airman Yang Minyu, assigned to the Patriots of 
Electronic Attack Squadron (VAQ) 140, services the 
nitrogen for an EA-6B Prowler aboard the Nimitz-
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class aircraft carrier USS Dwight D. Eisenhower 
(CVN 69). 

 Aviation Ordnanceman 3rd Class Scott Segel sets up 
dual .50-caliber machine guns prior to a live-fire 
exercise on the fantail of the Nimitz-class aircraft 
carrier USS John C. Stennis (CVN 74). 

View Gallery (6 Photos) 
YOUR Navy Operating Forward – Bahrain, South 

China Sea, Arabian Sea, Mediterranean Sea from Navy 
Live, July 9 

Right now your Navy is 100% on watch around the globe 
helping to preserve the American way of life. Whether it be 
operating and training in the waters off the coast of Virginia 
or forward deployed to the South China Sea, the flexibility and 
presence provided by our U.S. naval forces provides national 
leaders with great options for protecting and maintaining our 
national security and interests around the world. The imagery 
below highlights the Navy’s ability to provide those options by 
operating forward. 

 An MH-60S Sea Hawk helicopter assigned to the 
Island Knights of Helicopter Sea Combat Squadron 
(HSC) 25 flies over USS McCampbell (DDG 85). 

 Tugboats assist the Afloat Forward Staging Base 
(Interim) USS Ponce (AFSB-I) as the ship pulls into 
the Kingdom of Bahrain. 

 The Arleigh Burke-class guided-missile destroyer 
USS McCampbell (DDG 85) breaks away from the 
Military Sealift Command Henry J. Kaiser-class fleet 
replenishment oiler USNS Walter S. Diehl (T-AO 
193) after completing a replenishment at sea. 

 The Ticonderoga-class guided-missile cruiser USS 
Cape St. George (CG 71) performs a firepower 
demonstration alongside the Nimitz-class aircraft 
carrier USS Abraham Lincoln (CVN 72). Lincoln is 

deployed to the U.S. 5th Fleet area of responsibility 
conducting maritime security operations, theater 
security cooperation efforts and combat flight 
operations in support of Operation Enduring 
Freedom. 

 Sailors prepare to perform in flight refueling with an 
MH-60R Sea hawk helicopter aboard the guided-
missile destroyer USS Porter (DDG 78). Porter is 
deployed as part of the Enterprise Carrier Strike 
Group, supporting maritime security operations and 
theater security cooperation efforts in the U.S. 5th 
Fleet area of responsibility. 

 Sailors aboard the guided-missile destroyer USS 
James E. Williams (DDG 95) man their positions 
before conducting a replenishment at sea with the 
Military Sealift Command fleet replenishment oiler 
USNS Kanawha (T-AO 196). James E. Williams is 
deployed to the U.S. 5th Fleet area of responsibility 
conducting maritime security operations, theater 
security cooperation efforts and support missions as 
part of Operation Enduring Freedom. 

View Gasllery (6 Photos) 
Your Navy TODAY – Republic of Palau, Atlantic 

Ocean, Souda Bay 
On any given day, in your Navy, our team of more than 

600,000 professional Sailors and Civilians are working 
together around the globe to perform our mission: deter 
aggression and, if deterrence fails, win our Nation’s wars. It is 
not possible to share every aspect of this global team but, 
through this blog, we offer you a glimpse of what these men 
and women do. 

View July 10 Gallery (6 Photos) 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Navy BAMS Demonstrator Crashes In Maryland 
(DEFENSE DAILY 12 JUN 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

A Navy unmanned aerial vehicle demonstrator based on the Air Force's Global Hawk crashed yesterday during a test in 
Maryland, just days ahead of manufacturer Northrop Grumman's plans to roll out the first aircraft under the Navy's Broad Area 
Maritime Surveillance (BAMS) program. 

 
2. Croatian President Receives U.S. Navy Secretary 
(HINA NEWS AGENCY (CROATIA) 11 JUN 12) 

ZAGREB -- Croatian President Ivo Josipovic received Ray Mabus, the Secretary of the United States Navy, during his official 
visit to Croatia on Monday (11 Jun), the President's Office said in a statement. 

 
3. Former Presidents George H.W. Bush And George W. Bush Visit CVN 77 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 11 JUN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist Seaman Benjamin Kelly, USS George H.W. Bush Public 
Affairs 

USS GEORGE H.W. BUSH, At Sea -- USS George H.W. Bush (CVN 77) hosted the ship's namesake, former President George 
H.W. Bush, and his son, former President George W. Bush, for a promotion and reenlistment ceremony off the coast of 
Kennebunkport, Maine, June 10. 

 

CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
4. Navy's Most Advanced To The Pacific 
The commander of the U.S. Pacific Fleet said Monday the Navy will be sending its most advanced vessels 
and aircraft to the Asia-Pacific region as it builds up its presence by assigning most of its fleet there. 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 11 JUN 12) ... Audrey McAvoy 

PEARL HARBOR, Hawaii — The commander of the U.S. Pacific Fleet said Monday the Navy will be sending its most advanced 
vessels and aircraft to the Asia-Pacific region as it builds up its presence by assigning most of its fleet there. 

 
5. Another First For USS New York During Maiden Deployment 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 11 JUN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Zane P. Ecklund, USS New York Public Affairs 

USS NEW YORK, At Sea -- Amphibious transport dock ship USS New York (LPD 21) transited the Strait of Hormuz and 
entered the Arabian Gulf for the first time June 10,during her maiden deployment. 

 
6. HSV 2 Swift Leaders Meet Head Of Mozambique Navy During APS Visit 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 11 JUN 12) ... Ensign Joe Keiley, High Speed Vessel 2 Swift Public Affairs 

MAPUTO, Mozambique -- The civilian master of High Speed Vessel Swift (HSV 2) and officer-in-charge of the military 
detachment on board, visited Mozambique's chief of the navy June 11. 

 
7. Lithuania Hosts Multinational Military Exercise BALTOPS 2012 
(ELTA NEWS AGENCY (LITHUANIA) 11 JUN 12) 

VILNIUS -- June 11 has become a historical day for Lithuania and the Lithuanian Armed Forces, a part of the most efficient 
military Alliance in the world, NATO, the Lithuanian Ministry of Defense reports. 

 
8. NMCB 7 Returning From Its Final Deployment 
(BILOXI (MS) SUN HERALD 11 JUN 12) 

About 250 members of Naval Mobile Construction Battalion 7 returned Sunday from supporting combat operations in 
Afghanistan -- the first wave to come back from the unit's last deployment before it will be decommissioned to cut costs. A Navy 
news release says the 600-member group known as "The Magnificent Seven" had left for its final deployment in January. 
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GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
9. MSDF Conducts Joint Exercise With Indian Navy 
(SANKEI SHIMBUN (JAPAN) 10 JUN 12) ... Masataka Mine 

The Maritime Self-Defense Force (MSDF) and the Indian Navy conducted their first joint bilateral exercises in Sagami Bay on 
June 9. A total of six vessels, the escort ships Onami and Hatakaze of the MSDF’s First Escort Flotilla (commander, Rear Admiral 
Hiroyuki Kasui) and four ships from the Indian Navy’s Eastern Fleet (commander, Rear Admiral Ajit Kumar), including the destroyer 
Rana and the supply ship Shakti, participated in the exercises. 

 
10. Indian Warships To Dock At Chinese Port After 6 Years Gap 
(PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 12 JUN 12) ... K J M Varma 

BEIJING -- After a gap of six years, an armada of Indian warships would dock at the Chinese port city of Shanghai tomorrow to 
begin a five-day goodwill tour in a show of camaraderie in spite of misgivings about each other's rise. 

 
11. Fast-Attack Boat Efficacy Questioned 
(TAIPEI TIMES 12 JUN 12) ... J. Michael Cole 

The effectiveness of Taiwan's fast-attack missile boats to counter the Chinese military will largely depend on the vessels' ability 
to acquire targeting information, which might not be guaranteed in a full-scale war scenario, a defense expert said recently. 

 
12. Taiwan Probes 'Stealth' Boat's Missing Computer 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 11 JUN 12) 

TAIPEI - Taiwan's military said Monday it is looking into how a top-secret computer from a "stealth" warship went missing, amid 
concerns it might have fallen into Chinese hands. 

 
13. Navy, Coast Guard Team Up To Patrol Pacific Fishing 
Carrier group’s mission to oceania marks largest fleet participation to date 
(NAVY TIMES 18 JUN 12) ... Gidget Fuentes 

SAN DIEGO — Before its final leg home from deployment, the Carl Vinson Carrier Strike Group got a new mission: patrol and 
secure protected fishing areas in the southern Pacific. 

 

PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
14. Navy Leaders Target Red Tape Between Active, Reserve Duty 
(NAVY TIMES 18 JUN 12) ... Mark D. Faram 

More opportunities and less bureaucracy are coming for reservists looking to go active-duty in key billets. Under an emerging 
plan, it could be done as fast as 72 hours — the amount of time it now takes an active-duty sailor to go reserve. 

 
15. Naval Academy On Track For Record Female Class 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 11 JUN 12) ... Brian Witte 

ANNAPOLIS, Md. — A U.S. Naval Academy official says the class of 2016 is on track to have the largest female class in the 
academy’s history. 

 
16. Bremerton Operational Symposium Shares Deployment Experiences 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 11 JUN 12) ... Douglas H. Stutz, Naval Hospital Bremerton Public Affairs 

BREMERTON, Wash. -- Naval Hospital Bremerton held an Operational Symposium to share personal shipboard and shore-based 
deployment information, experiences and lessons, June 8. 

 
17. Naval Hospital Pushes Residents To Pursue Research 
(JACKSONVILLE (NC) DAILY NEWS 10 JUN 12) ... Amanda Wilcox 

The Family Medicine Residents at Naval Hospital Camp Lejeune participated in the second annual research symposium Friday. 
 

18. Navy Creates Fitness App For iPhone 
Sailors can access workouts, diet tips 
(NAVY TIMES 11 JUN 12) ... Jacqueline Klimas 

Onshore or underway — if you want to get in shape, there’s an app for that. 
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19. Navy Rejects Electronic Medication Dispenser 
(JACKSONVILLE (NC) DAILY NEWS 11 JUN 12) ... Amanda Wilcox 

The Navy Bureau of Medicine has chosen not to implement an electronic device that the Pentagon inspector general says can 
potentially help wounded service members with drug abuse problems. 

 
20. NHB Chiefs Welcome Home Wounded Warrior 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 11 JUN 12) ... Douglas H. Stutz, Naval Hospital Bremerton Public Affairs 

BREMERTON, Wash. -- Naval Hospital Bremerton's Chief Mess gave a heartfelt reception to welcome back one of their own at 
Seattle Tacoma (SEATAC) International Airport, June 10. 

 
21. Sailor Serves Country, Saves Lives 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 11 JUN 12) ... Marine Corps Lance Cpl. Mark Garcia, Regimental Combat Team 6 

FORWARD OPERATING BASE JACKSON, Afghanistan – To serve his country, Navy Petty Officer 3rd Class Lamar Jackson 
decided to follow in his father’s footsteps. 

 
22. Navy Doctor Helps Athletes Here, Too 
(CHICAGO DAILY HERALD 11 JUN 12) ... Anna Marie Kukec 

Gregory E. Crovetti may be a new doctor at MidAmerica Orthopaedic Clinic in Libertyville, but he’s served more than patients in 
the Lake County area. As a commander in the U.S. Navy, he has worked as a physician in an emergency room and set up the first 
sports clinic at Camp Beuring in Kuwait to help soldiers with medical issues. 

 

FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
23. Huntington Ingalls Joins Lockheed Girding For Defense Cuts 
(BLOOMBERG GOVERNMENT 11 JUN 12) ... James Rowley 

For Matthew Mulherin, who manages Navy aircraft carrier construction for Huntington Ingalls Industries Inc., automatic defense 
spending cuts set to take effect in January are an "end-of-earth scenario." 

 
24. All Eyes To SAC On Embattled Global Hawk Drone 
(DEFENSE DAILY 12 JUN 12) ... Emelie Rutherford 

Defense budget watchers are waiting to see how Senate appropriators weigh in on the Pentagon's controversial move to cancel a 
variant of the Global Hawk drone aircraft. 

 
25. Boeing Is “Very Close” To Competitive UCLASS Design 
(FLIGHT GLOBAL 11 JUN 12) ... Dave Majumdar 

WASHINGTON, D.C. -- Boeing is "very close" to having what it considers to be a competitive design for the U.S. Navy's 
unmanned carrier launched surveillance and strike (UCLASS) aircraft programme, a top company official says. 

 

BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
26. Portland Fleet Week Concludes 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 11 JUN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Scott A. McCall, Navy Public Affairs Support 
Element West, Det. Northwest 

PORTLAND, Ore. -- Portland Rose Festival Fleet Week concluded as three Navy ships departed Tom McCall Waterfront Park in 
Portland, Ore., June 11. 

 
27. Navy Week Brings Attention To Reserve Center 
(KELO CBS SIOUX FALLS (SD) 11 JUN 12) ... Lindsey Branwall 

SIOUX FALLS, SD - You may have seen a U.S. Navy member on Memorial Day or at a recent Sioux Falls Pheasants game, but 
many don't realize there's a Navy Reserve Support Center in Sioux Falls. 

 
28. Navy Surgeon General Hosts Workshop To Explore Future Of Military Healthcare 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 11 JUN 12) ... Navy Bureau of Medicine and Surgery Public Affairs 

ALEXANDRIA, Va. -- The top military and civilian healthcare executives in the Navy met June 7-8 to chart the course in the 
future of military healthcare for the U.S. Navy, Marine Corps and their families. 

 
29. Military Leaders In Energy Programs To Speak At Enviromental Summit 
(FAYETTEVILLE (NC) OBSERVER 12 JUN 12) ... Matt Leclercq 

Military leaders in environment and energy programs will speak in Fayetteville on Wednesday during the third-annual North 
Carolina Federal Environmental Symposium at the Holiday Inn Bordeaux & Conference Center. 
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30. Navy’s STARBASE-Atlantis Offers Free Summer Academies 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 11 JUN 12) ... Ed Barker, Naval Education and Training Command Public Affairs 

PENSACOLA, Fla. -- The STARBASE-Atlantis programs at Navy bases around the country offer free summer Science, 
Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM) academies to elementary school-age children in areas near most major naval 
installations. 

 
31. Japanese City Balks At U.S. Aircraft Deployment 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 12 JUN 12) ... Eric Talmadge 

TOKYO -- Safety concerns after a recent crash have put plans to briefly deploy the U.S. Osprey aircraft to a Japanese city on 
hold, officials said Tuesday. 

 

NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
32. Companies Wrestle With Hiring Veterans 
Hiring Veterans Is Good Business, Study Reports 
(USA TODAY 11 JUN 12) ... Gregg Zoroya 

Most companies canvassed in a study published Monday say it's good business to hire veterans because of their leadership and 
teamwork skills, but some negative perceptions about veterans persist among business leaders. 

 
33. Employers: Hiring Vets Has Advantages, Risks 
(NAVY TIMES 11 JUN 12) ... Andrew Tilghman 

Many private-sector employers are eager to hire today’s veterans, citing attributes like leadership skills, character and good 
discipline, according to a recent study. 

 
34. Israeli President's Medal Of Freedom May Revive Pollard Spy Case 
(LOS ANGELES TIMES 11 JUN 12) ... Batsheva Sobelman 

JERUSALEM — President Obama's decision to award Israeli President Shimon Peres the Presidential Medal of Freedom is being 
viewed here as the latest opportunity to ask Washington for the release of convicted spy Jonathan Pollard from prison in the U.S. 

 
35. HMS Bounty Invades Annapolis 
(ANNAPOLIS CAPITAL GAZETTE 11 JUN 12) ... Elisha Sauers 

The HMS Bounty, a replica of the British Royal Navy ship involved in the 1789 mutiny in Tahiti, will take anchor in Annapolis’ 
harbor this week. 

 
36. Sailor In Iconic Photo Identified As Middletown Man 
(RHODE ISLAND PUBLIC RADIO 11 JUN 12) ... Flo Jonic 

PROVIDENCE, RI -- It's been a mystery for decades. But now two Rhode Island authors say they have unlocked the identity of 
the Sailor who kissed a woman dressed in white in Times Square on August 14, 1945 - the day the surrender of Japan was announced. 
They've identified the Sailor in the iconic photo as a Middletown man. 

 

OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
37. Weaker Defense Dollars 
Personnel, Ops Edging Out Weapons, Development 
(DEFENSE NEWS 10 JUN 12) ... Clark Murdock, Ryan Crotty and Kelley Sayler 

The White House and Capitol Hill have spent months publicly battling over the size of defense cuts, while the Defense 
Department faces a far greater threat from within: the prospect of not only fewer defense dollars but also weaker defense dollars. 

 
38. A Cold Shoulder From India 
The U.S. should consider adding some sticks to the carrot buffet. 
(LOS ANGELES TIMES 12 JUN 12) ... Jonathan E. Hillman 

There's a party in the Asia Pacific, and the United States wants India to be its date. As U.S. foreign policy "pivots" away from the 
Middle East and Europe and toward Asia, U.S. officials are doing everything they can to cozy up to the nation that Mark Twain once 
called "the cradle of the human race." 

 
39. Hazards of Sea-Land Alliances 
(THE DIPLOMAT 11 JUN 12) ... James R. Holmes 

It's tempting for the U.S. to rely on maritime assets and land alliances. But there are advantages to boots on shore. 
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40. Women 
Letter to the Editor 
(ANNAPOLIS CAPITAL GAZETTE 11 JUN 12) ... Macushla McCormick Wiedorn, Capt., USNR Ret. 

In a recent letter (The Capital, June 5), LCDR Thomas Strother, USN (Ret) asserts that because the first women naval officers to 
be assigned to submarine duty may attend a “Submariner’s Welcome” at the White House that “Henceforth, and sadly, everything 
these women do — good or bad — will be viewed through jaundiced and or jealous eyes…” by their fellow Sailors. 

 

BBLLOOGGSS::  
41. EXCERPTS FROM BLOGS AROUND THE WORLD 
(PUBLISHED 08 – 11 JUN 12) 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Navy BAMS Demonstrator Crashes In Maryland 
(DEFENSE DAILY 12 JUN 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

A Navy unmanned aerial vehicle demonstrator based on 
the Air Force's Global Hawk crashed yesterday during a test in 
Maryland, just days ahead of manufacturer Northrop 
Grumman's plans to roll out the first aircraft under the Navy's 
Broad Area Maritime Surveillance (BAMS) program. 

The BAMS-Demonstrator, or BAMS-D, crashed shortly 
after noon in an unpopulated and swampy area near 
Bloodsworth Island in Dorchester County, Md., the Navy said. 
The crash site was identified by a pilot in an F/A-18 aircraft, 
Naval Air Systems Command (NAVAIR) said. No one was 
hurt and there was no property damage but the cause of the 
crash is under investigation, NAVAIR said. 

The demonstrator is one of five acquired by the Navy 
from the Air Force's Global Hawk program. They have been 
used by the Navy since 2006 to develop tactics and doctrine 
for using the high-flying aircraft for intelligence, 
reconnaissance and surveillance (ISR) missions. 

The Navy's program of record calls for buying 68 BAMS 
aircraft. Northrop Grumman plans to unveil the first MQ-4C at 
its Palmdale, Calif., manufacturing facility on Thursday. The 
Navy awarded Northrop Grumman a $1.16-billion contract for 
the first two planes in 2008. 

The unarmed aircraft have a wingspan of 130.9 feet, can 
fly for up to 30 hours and reach an altitude of 60,000 feet. It 
can fly nearly 10,000 nautical miles without being refueled 
and is operated by four crew members, including a pilot. 

The Navy said the BAMS-D program has flown more 
than 5,500 combat hours since 2008 and provides more than 
50 per cent of maritime ISR. 

The main feature of the new BAMS is a Northrop 
Grumman-built AN/ZPY-3 active electronically steered array 
(AESA) radar containing maritime and air-to-ground modes. 

Return to Index 
 

2. Croatian President Receives U.S. Navy Secretary 
(HINA NEWS AGENCY (CROATIA) 11 JUN 12) 

ZAGREB -- Croatian President Ivo Josipovic received 
Ray Mabus, the Secretary of the United States Navy, during 
his official visit to Croatia on Monday (11 Jun), the President's 
Office said in a statement. 

The talks underlined the strategic partnership between 
Croatia and the United States, and highlighted Croatia's 

contribution to global peace and security, notably its support 
to NATO-led operations, such as the ISAF mission in 
Afghanistan. 

Mabus thanked Croatia for its mentoring and for 
promoting cooperation, trust, security and stability in 
Southeast Europe, according to the statement. 

Return to Index 
 

3. Former Presidents George H.W. Bush And George W. Bush Visit CVN 77 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 11 JUN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist Seaman Benjamin Kelly, USS George H.W. Bush Public 
Affairs 

USS GEORGE H.W. BUSH, At Sea -- USS George H.W. 
Bush (CVN 77) hosted the ship's namesake, former President 
George H.W. Bush, and his son, former President George W. 
Bush, for a promotion and reenlistment ceremony off the coast 
of Kennebunkport, Maine, June 10. 

"It's a great honor to be out here," said George H.W. 
Bush. "I'm thrilled to be on this vessel that bears my name, 
and I'm very proud of all of those that re-up'd for service to 
our great country." 

The ship's sponsor, Doro Bush Koch, former Florida Gov. 
Jeb Bush, and other members of the Bush family accompanied 
the Navy's newest aircraft carrier during a regularly scheduled 
training evolution to encourage the crew and raise morale. 

While onboard CVN 77, the former presidents presided 
over a mass reenlistment, enlisted advancements, and officer 
promotions. This ceremony was the highlight of the visit and 
the crew to expressed their gratitude towards the ship's 
namesake. 

"Today we are honored to have our namesake available to 
reenlist 77 George H.W. Bush Sailors, promote seven officers 
to the next rank, and advance Sailors through our Command 

Advancement Program (CAP)," said Capt. Brian E. Luther, 
the ship's commanding officer. "They are the true spirit of this 
great ship, and as with their namesake, represent the past, the 
present and the future of our Navy." 

Following the ceremony, both former presidents took time 
for photographs with the crew before George W. Bush and 
family members toured the ship. Throughout the tour, the 43rd 
president took time to meet Sailors and thank them for their 
service. 

For many crewmembers, this was not only their first 
opportunity to meet the ship's namesake, but also two former 
U.S. presidents. 

"I have been in the Navy for five years and this is 
something that will go down as one of the top moments of my 
life," said Gunner's Mate 2nd Class Zachery McKenzie. "It's 
an honor to be reenlisted by our ship's namesake. Not many 
people can say they've been reenlisted by a president. It's 
rare." 

The ship is currently in the Atlantic Ocean training for 
upcoming inspections and certifications. 

Return to Index 
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CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
4. Navy's Most Advanced To The Pacific 
The commander of the U.S. Pacific Fleet said Monday the Navy will be sending its most advanced vessels 
and aircraft to the Asia-Pacific region as it builds up its presence by assigning most of its fleet there. 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 11 JUN 12) ... Audrey McAvoy 

PEARL HARBOR, Hawaii — The commander of the 
U.S. Pacific Fleet said Monday the Navy will be sending its 
most advanced vessels and aircraft to the Asia-Pacific region 
as it builds up its presence by assigning most of its fleet there. 

Adm. Cecil Haney said a policy recently outlined by 
Defense Secretary Leon Panetta to deploy 60 percent of the 
Navy's ships fleet to the Pacific by 2020 is about capabilities 
as well as quantity. 

"It's not just numbers - it's also what those platforms, 
what those units, bring to the table," Haney told The 
Associated Press in an interview at his headquarters in Pearl 
Harbor. 

Haney cited as an example the Littoral Combat Ship 
which can operate in shallower waters than other vessels. The 
U.S. plans to begin deploying one of the ships to Singapore 
next year. 

The EA-18G plane - which can jam enemy air defenses 
and fly faster than the speed of sound - is another. Haney said 
squadrons of these aircraft would be coming through the 
region. 

There's also the Navy's most advanced submarine - the 
Virginia-class. Several of these subs are based at Pearl Harbor. 

"Yes, it's about having numbers in that 60-40 split, but 
also about having the right capability," he said. 

The policy offers further detail to the Obama 
Administration's announcement earlier this year of a new 
defense strategy that places greater emphasis on a U.S. 
military presence in the region in response to Asia's growing 
economic importance and China's rise as a military power. 

The Navy now has about 285 ships about evenly divided 
among the Atlantic and Pacific oceans. The total number of 
ships will decline in coming years as some vessels are retired 
and not replaced. 

It has 11 aircraft carriers. A majority - six - are already 
assigned to the Pacific. 

The policy is an extension of a 2006 Bush 
Administration-era policy that had the Navy base 60 percent 
of its submarines in the Pacific. 

The service had for years split its submarines evenly 
between the Atlantic and Pacific. During the Cold War, the 
Navy kept 60 percent of its subs in the Atlantic as a deterrent 
to the Soviet Union. 

Return to Index 
 

5. Another First For USS New York During Maiden Deployment 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 11 JUN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Zane P. Ecklund, USS New York Public Affairs 

USS NEW YORK, At Sea -- Amphibious transport dock 
ship USS New York (LPD 21) transited the Strait of Hormuz 
and entered the Arabian Gulf for the first time June 10,during 
her maiden deployment. 

The ship, built with seven and a half tons of World Trade 
Center steel as part of its hull was accompanied by the Nimitz-
class aircraft carrier, USS Abraham Lincoln (CVN 72); the 
Ticonderoga-class guided missile cruiser, USS Cape St. 
George (CGG 71); and the Arleigh Burke-class guided missile 
destroyer USS Porter (DDG 78) during the transit. 

New York's commanding officer, Cmdr. Will Herrmann 
said transits, such as this one, require teamwork and 
coordination between the Navy and Marine Corps team 
onboard. 

"The successful transit of the New York was due to the 
professional conduct of the crew. Transits are an all-hands 
evolution and the team did a superb job," said Herrmann. 

The Strait of Hormuz is a vital waterway in the region. At 
its widest, the strait spans 21 miles, and offers the only sea 

passage into the Arabian Gulf. Approximately 20 percent of 
the world's petroleum exports transit through the strait. 

New York is operating in the region to support maritime 
security operations and theater security cooperation efforts. 

New York is part of the Iwo Jima Amphibious Ready 
Group with the embarked 24th Marine Expeditionary Unit. 
The USS New York is the sixth ship named for the state of 
New York, and the fifth amphibious transport dock ship in the 
San Antonio-class. Her motto is "Strength forged through 
sacrifice. Never forget." 

New York recently participated in Exercise Eager Lion 12 
which was held in Jordan. It is a recurring multinational 
exercise involving 19 nations from five different continents 
and more than 11,000 participants. The exercise is designed to 
strengthen military-to-military relationships through a joint, 
whole-of-government approach to meet current and future 
complex national security challenges. 

Return to Index 
 

6. HSV 2 Swift Leaders Meet Head Of Mozambique Navy During APS Visit 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 11 JUN 12) ... Ensign Joe Keiley, High Speed Vessel 2 Swift Public Affairs 

MAPUTO, Mozambique -- The civilian master of High 
Speed Vessel Swift (HSV 2) and officer-in-charge of the 
military detachment on board, visited Mozambique's chief of 
the navy June 11. 

The meeting was held in conjunction with Swift's seven-
day port visit to Maputo in support of Africa Partnership 
Station (APS). 

Swift's Civilian Master, Capt. Rhett Mann and Military 
Detachment Officer-in-Charger, Lt. Cmdr. Charles Eaton met 
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with Rear Adm. Lazaro Menete, Mozambique's chief of the 
navy. 

The meeting focused on Mozambique's participation in 
the multinational security cooperation initiative known as APS 
and the continued efforts it makes in building lasting 
friendships and promoting cultural exchange among 
servicemembers. 

"On behalf of the Navy and Sixth Fleet, we greatly 
appreciate the opportunity to visit and continue our 
partnership with Mozambique," said Eaton. "Leaving the ship 
today we already saw some of the students coming on board 
for classroom engagements, and that was great to see." 

Trainers from Special Purpose Marine Corps Air Ground 
Task Force (SPMAGTF) 12.2, Team 6 are holding training 
engagements on board Swift during its Maputo visit, with 
almost two-dozen Mozambique enlisted and junior officers 
participating. 

The military-to-military exchange of knowledge is just 
one aspect of the issues that APS seeks to develop among 
partner nations. 

At the meeting held at Mozambique's Navy Headquarters, 
both parties discussed the common issues shaping the 

maritime environment in the region like piracy and illegal 
smuggling. 

Prior to the meeting coming to a close, both sides 
exchanged gifts and took one last moment to learn something 
about each other's culture. Menete explained the significance 
of the decorative plate he presented to Swift's leaders. 

"This features the lion, the symbol of all of armed forces 
is that of the lion in the forest," said Menete. 

Mann presented a ship's compass and said, "May this 
compass point the way toward future cooperation between us." 

APS is an international security cooperation initiative, 
facilitated by Commander, U.S. Naval Forces Europe-Africa, 
aimed at strengthening global maritime partnerships through 
training and collaborative activities to improve maritime 
safety and security in Africa. 

Swift, a Military Sealift Command chartered High Speed 
Vessel is making port calls throughout Africa in support of 
APS and theater security cooperation visits. Swift will make 
on other stop in Mozambique before continuing on to 
Tanzania. 

Return to Index 
 

7. Lithuania Hosts Multinational Military Exercise BALTOPS 2012 
(ELTA NEWS AGENCY (LITHUANIA) 11 JUN 12) 

VILNIUS -- June 11 has become a historical day for 
Lithuania and the Lithuanian Armed Forces, a part of the most 
efficient military Alliance in the world, NATO, the Lithuanian 
Ministry of Defense reports. 

For the first time in Lithuania a landing operation will 
take place on the Baltic coast as part of the multinational 
exercise BALTOPS 2012. 

Which troops throughout the world can rise to this 
important multinational exercise alongside the Lithuanian 
military, opposing the alleged adversaries consolidated on the 
coast? 

The military authority of the United States of America has 
entrusted that task to the U.S. Marine Corps Black Sea 
Rotational Force as a Special Purpose Marine Air-Ground 
Task Force based in Constanta, Romania. Its key task in 
BALTOPS 2012 will be sea landing maneuver conducted 
collectively with the units of the Lithuanian Armed Forces. 
Expeditionary forces will be transported to the Lithuanian 
shore by our strategic partner, Poland, via their Lublin-class 
ships. 

Task Force 62, formed by the Special Purpose U.S. 
Marine Expeditionary Unit (MEU), from 6th Fleet of the U.S. 
Navy, commands the American troops landing on the coast 
here. The Force comprises approximately 1,900 members and 
is supported by tanks, artillery, and transport helicopters, just 
like any of the U.S. Marine Expeditionary Units. 

It can be task tailored for maritime and ground operations, 
amphibious landings, and humanitarian efforts such as the 
rescue or evacuation of civilians from international areas in 
crisis. 

Throughout America, it is understood both by the Marine 
Corps and citizens that Marines stand ready to respond to any 
call from their nation, America's "Force-in-Readiness." During 
the past decade confidence in the U.S. Marine Corps was 
deepened by their performance in Iraq and Afghanistan, and a 

variety of humanitarian and rescue operations in the regions of 
Asia and Africa. U.S. Marines also rendered support to 
NATO-led operations in Kosovo. 

Marines are capable of performing a full spectrum of 
tasks, and two of these are essential. The first one is to ensure 
access to the coastal area through integration of maritime and 
land actions by employing all the military or tour-de-force 
means available. 

At strategic level, they assist authorities in facing 
diplomatic, geographic and military challenges when solving 
strategic tasks in the areas of conflict pre-emption, defending 
national interests or assistance to partners, including 
Lithuania. Therefore in cases of such need the U.S. Marine 
Corps is the first to encounter the adversary in any region of 
combat action. 

The second key task is responding to crises situations that 
could escalate into combat action or a small-scale war. 
Responding to a crisis promptly, rendering humanitarian 
assistance or waging short-term combat actions requires such 
characteristics as versatility, flexibility and all-purpose skills. 

There are many unknowns such as what mission will be 
next to prepare and train for, when the next operation will be 
launched or where. This is the daily routine of this unique 
force capable of deploying in any part of the world, 
conducting any type of operation and in possession of a huge 
arsenal and experience of tactical actions. 

During the past two decades the U.S. Marines proved 
their scope and determination in more than 100 military and 
rescue operations. Through the BALTOPS 2012 scenario of 
the amphibious landing operation, including preparation and 
follow-on action, both Marines and Lithuanian forces will 
collaborate, enhancing teamwork and both militaries' skills 
and abilities. 

The operation, supported by the Marines, will involve 
military personnel from the Lithuanian Special Operations 
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Forces, Reconnaissance Company of the Mechanized Infantry 
Brigade "Iron Wolf," and Lithuanian Grand Duke Algirdas 
Mechanized Infantry Battalion, as well as USS Normandy, 
two U.S. B-52 strategic bombers, two PA-200 "Tornado" 
fighter-jets of the German Air Force, two Mi-8 helicopters of 
the Lithuanian Air Force, joint Estonian, Latvian and 

Lithuanian mine clearance squadron BALRON, and the 
Explosive Ordnance Disposal and Diving Group of the Royal 
Netherlands Navy, and Polish naval assets. 

Bearing in mind the resolve and the wish of all the 
partners to equal the best, the training solution has been found: 
the U.S. Marines and allies training together. 

Return to Index 
 

8. NMCB 7 Returning From Its Final Deployment 
(BILOXI (MS) SUN HERALD 11 JUN 12) 

About 250 members of Naval Mobile Construction 
Battalion 7 returned Sunday from supporting combat 
operations in Afghanistan -- the first wave to come back from 
the unit's last deployment before it will be decommissioned to 
cut costs. A Navy news release says the 600-member group 
known as "The Magnificent Seven" had left for its final 
deployment in January. 

The unit will be decommissioned in September, a move 
the Navy announced last year. 

The group was one of two Seabee battalions deployed to 
U.S. Central Command's area operations as part of Task Force 
Forager, the other was NMCB 11, which is also from 
Gulfport. The task force is made up of Seabees and U.S. Army 

Engineering Forces, which handled convoy security work, 
"tactical" infrastructure development, work with Afghan 
Security Forces and Afghan National Army engineers, and 
construction projects to support combat operations, among 
other duties. 

The battalion's main component was at Kandahar Airfield, 
while several detachments operated in other parts of 
Afghanistan, Kuwait and Bahrain. 

The Navy says members of NMCB 7 will either move to 
other units or leave the Navy. 

The commanding officer, Cmdr. J.G. Meyer, will become 
the executive officer of CBC Gulfport after his battalion is 
decommissioned this fall. 

Return to Index 
 
 

GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
9. MSDF Conducts Joint Exercise With Indian Navy 
(SANKEI SHIMBUN (JAPAN) 10 JUN 12) ... Masataka Mine 

The Maritime Self-Defense Force (MSDF) and the Indian 
Navy conducted their first joint bilateral exercises in Sagami 
Bay on June 9. A total of six vessels, the escort ships Onami 
and Hatakaze of the MSDF’s First Escort Flotilla 
(commander, Rear Admiral Hiroyuki Kasui) and four ships 
from the Indian Navy’s Eastern Fleet (commander, Rear 
Admiral Ajit Kumar), including the destroyer Rana and the 
supply ship Shakti, participated in the exercises. 

Amid strong winds, heavy rain, and rough seas in Sagami 
Bay, the ships of the two countries engaged in tactical 
movement exercises, such as straight formation and 
simultaneous turns, and search and rescue training with the 
MSDF’s amphibious rescue flying boat U.S.-2. After the joint 
drill, Kasui held a news conference on board the Onami, 
where he stated with satisfaction: "The Indian Navy is reliable 
and highly capable. These exercises were important for mutual 
understanding of each other’s capability and intent (in the 
operation of fleets and ships)." 

It can be said that the first joint training between the 
MSDF and the Indian Navy is a move taken in light of the 
China’s continuous buildup of its Navy, which is increasing 
pressure on its neighbors in the Senkaku Islands, the South 
China Sea, and so forth. 

MSDF Chief of Staff Admiral Masahiko Sugimoto 
explained the significance of the Japan-India joint exercises at 
a news conference on June 5. He said: "Through joint 
exercises with India, we will be able to create a stable 
situation in Asia and the Pacific." While he did not name 
China, it is evident that China is regarded as a factor of 
instability in this statement. 

India and China are in conflict over the Tibet issue and 
their disputed national borders. China is also adopting a "pearl 
necklace" strategy of establishing for its blue-water fleet 
military bases in Pakistan and other countries on the Indian 
Ocean coast and intends to make inroads into the Indian 
Ocean. 

Reacting strongly to this, India has been conducting joint 
exercises with Indonesia, Thailand, Singapore, South Africa, 
and other countries to strengthen cooperation to counter 
China’s moves. 

Preventing China’s maritime hegemony is in the national 
interest of both Japan and India. For Japan, this is an 
opportunity to deepen relations with a powerful Navy in the 
Indian Ocean, an important sea lane for Japan. For India, 
cooperation with the MSDF, which boasts world class Naval 
technology and fleet operations, will contribute to enhancing 
the capability of its Navy. 

The bilateral joint exercises were rudimentary compared 
with the anti-submarine, minesweeping, ballistic missile 
defense (BMD), and other exercises conducted by Japan and 
the U.S. Furthermore, since the Japanese government bans the 
exercise of the right of collective self-defense, military 
cooperation between Japan and India will be limited. 

However, a senior MSDF officer points out that 
"deepening cooperation between the MSDF and the Indian 
Navy through joint exercises in itself is significant." This is 
because it serves to demonstrate that Japan and India are 
determined not to allow China’s maritime hegemony. 

Return to Index 
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10. Indian Warships To Dock At Chinese Port After 6 Years Gap 
(PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 12 JUN 12) ... K J M Varma 

BEIJING -- After a gap of six years, an armada of Indian 
warships would dock at the Chinese port city of Shanghai 
tomorrow to begin a five-day goodwill tour in a show of 
camaraderie in spite of misgivings about each other's rise. 

The frontline warships include Rana, a Rajput class 
guided missile destroyer, Shivalik, a stealth frigate, Karmuk, a 
Kora class Corvettes and INS Shakti, a fleet tanker, and 
comprise about 1400 sailors would berth at Shanghai's 
picturesque "Bund" to make a big splash. 

The fleet is led by Vice Admiral Anil Chopra, Chief of 
the Eastern Command which will interact with top officials of 
the Chinese Peoples' Liberation Army, who would be making 
calls on the warships. 

This was the first visit by Indian naval ships to China 
after a gap of six years and both countries have made hectic 

efforts to demonstrate the emerging rapprochement despite 
border dispute and misgivings about each other's rise. 

"The ships visit is a high point of defence exchanges this 
year as it is designated by both the countries as an year of 
friendship and cooperation," Indian Ambassador to China S 
Jaishnakar, who is already in Shanghai, told PTI. 

Their visit is being handled to make maximum public 
impact, with variety of programmes involving public 
participation, which include visits on board the ships by 
Chinese school children and naval band performances, he said. 

Foreign Minister Yang Jiechi, who hails from Shanghai, 
has informed External Affairs Minister S M Krishna during 
their June 7 talks here that Chinese side looks to provide a 
great reception to the ships. 

A similar reception was accorded to a Chinese naval ship 
when it visited Kochi recently. 

Return to Index 
 

11. Fast-Attack Boat Efficacy Questioned 
(TAIPEI TIMES 12 JUN 12) ... J. Michael Cole 

The effectiveness of Taiwan's fast-attack missile boats to 
counter the Chinese military will largely depend on the 
vessels' ability to acquire targeting information, which might 
not be guaranteed in a full-scale war scenario, a defense expert 
said recently. 

Unable to compete with the People's Liberation Army 
Navy on a tonne-for-tonne basis, the Taiwanese Navy has in 
recent years embarked on an "asymmetrical" program, 
developing and fielding fast-attack boats equipped with a 
variety of surface-to-surface and anti-ship missiles. 

Since 2010, three squadrons, or a total of 31 170-tonne 
Kuang Hua VI fast-attack missile boats, have entered service 
in the navy. Each boat is equipped with four Hsiung Feng II 
(HF-2) anti-ship missiles, which have a range of 
approximately 150km. 

Since last year, the military has also begun modifications 
on some of its 500 tonne Ching Chiang-class patrol boats to 
outfit them with four Hsiung Feng III (HF-3) ramjet--powered 
supersonic anti-ship missile launchers. Five Cheng Kung-class 
frigates have also been outfitted with HF-3s as part of a 
NT$12 billion (US$406 million) program to arm the navy with 
120 HF-3s, a 300km-range missile that since last year has 
been known as Taiwan's "carrier killer." 

A new 450-tonne radar-evading fast attack corvette 
currently under development under a program known as 
"Hsun Hai," or "Swift Sea," is expected to be outfitted with 
eight HF-2 and HF-3 launchers. 

Late last month, Chinese Nationalist Party (KMT) 
Legislator Lin Yu-fang told a meeting of the legislature's 
Foreign and National Defense Committee that Hsun Hai 
vessels equipped with 650km-range HF-2Es would give 
Taiwan the ability to launch retaliatory attacks on Chinese 
military targets well beyond coastal areas. 

The Hsiung Feng missile is produced by the Chung Shan 
Institute of Science and Technology. Taiwan's development of 
cruise missile technology has proceeded despite opposition 
from the U.S., especially over the HF-2E, which Washington 
considers an offensive weapon. 

Despite the missile boats being hailed as an effective way 
to counter China, some defense experts have said that the 
vessels' reliance on off-board sensors for over-the-horizon 
(OTH) targeting to fully exploit the reach of their missiles 
could be their Achilles' heel. 

Those off-board sensors include AN-TPS-59 radars, 
which have a range of 740km and a variety of phased-array 
radars installed near missile bases. 

AN-TPS-59 and 445km-range AN/TPS-75V radars are 
installed on Dongyin Island of the Matsu island chain, just 
45km off the coast of China's Fujian Province. Defense News 
reported in 2010 that the radars bring Fuzhou Air Base and 
Longtian Air Base within their coverage, as well as the 
Nanping Missile Base and Xianyou Missile Base, where Dong 
Feng-15 ballistic missiles are deployed. The recently 
completed Shuimen Air Base is also within range. 

Dongyin, as well as other shore-based radar sites on 
Taiwan's offshore islands and Taiwan proper, would likely be 
among the primary targets of an attack by China. 

"The true measure of effectiveness of the asymmetrical 
capabilities [of the fast-attack missile boats] rests with the 
robustness and survivability of the principally shore-based 
long-range radar network and the tactical datalink system," a 
U.S.-based defense expert told the Taipei Times recently, 
adding that it was far from certain whether such systems 
would remain viable in a full-scale war scenario. 

Unlike China, the Taiwanese military does not have a -
constellation of surveillance and tracking satellites, such as the 
Beidou navigation system, to provide homing coordinates for 
its cruise missiles. As such, by disabling the long-range radars 
or datalink systems used by the Taiwanese Navy to provide 
targeting information to the vessels, China could make it 
impossible for Taiwanese attack boats to effectively use their 
cruise missiles for OTH attacks on targets in China or at sea, 
thus negating the asymmetrical advantage. 

Although unmanned aerial vehicles (UAV) can provide 
an alternative guidance and datalink platform, Taiwan is not 
known to have developed survivable mobile command-and-
control centers that could receive information from UAV 
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sensors or from a ground station and then assign target data to 
missile-carrying platforms at sea, the source said. 

Another source told the Times yesterday that mobile radar 
systems, which the Taiwanese military possesses, would have 
better chances of evading or surviving at attack. 

Taiwan has also reportedly shown interest in acquiring 
low-probability-of-intercept radars (LPIR), which are 
designed to be difficult to detect while tracking a target, the 
source said. 
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12. Taiwan Probes 'Stealth' Boat's Missing Computer 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 11 JUN 12) 

TAIPEI - Taiwan's military said Monday it is looking into 
how a top-secret computer from a "stealth" warship went 
missing, amid concerns it might have fallen into Chinese 
hands. 

The laptop, installed on board a "Kuang Hua No. 6" class 
guided-missile vessel, disappeared late last month while the 
vessel was anchored at the southern port of Tsoying, Taiwan's 
largest naval base, the military said. 

After an initial investigation, the navy was still unable to 
account for how the computer had gone missing. 

"We admit that the navy exhibited some flaws in the 
control of personnel at the base," a naval spokesman told AFP, 
adding that military prosecutors have taken over the 
investigation of the case. 

The laptop is owned by a private contractor, but had been 
installed aboard the vessel for a six-month period during 
which the ship's crew carried out a test of confidential 
communications equipment and procedures. 

"If China obtained the laptop, it would get the navy's 
highly sensitive communications code as well as related 

missile data," said Erich Shih, an editor at Taipei-based 
Defence International magazine. 

Taiwan's navy in 2010 put into service the Kuang Hua 
No. 6 squadron of 10 missile boats seen by top brass as a 
major improvement on Seagull vessels which have been in 
service for the past 20 years. 

The boats are all equipped with "stealth technologies," 
enabling them to reduce the risk of radar detection, the navy 
said. 

The missile boats are each armed with four locally 
developed Hsiungfeng II ship-to-ship missiles, which have a 
range of 150 kilometres (90 miles). 

Taiwan and China have been governed separately since 
the end of a civil war in 1949, but Beijing still considers the 
island part of its territory awaiting reunification. 

Tensions have eased markedly since President Ma Ying-
jeou came to power in 2008 on a platform of beefing up trade 
and tourism with China, but the mainland has still not 
disavowed the use of force should the island declare 
independence. 
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13. Navy, Coast Guard Team Up To Patrol Pacific Fishing 
Carrier group’s mission to oceania marks largest fleet participation to date 
(NAVY TIMES 18 JUN 12) ... Gidget Fuentes 

SAN DIEGO — Before its final leg home from 
deployment, the Carl Vinson Carrier Strike Group got a new 
mission: patrol and secure protected fishing areas in the 
southern Pacific. 

While that mission is routine to the Coast Guard, it was 
the first time an aircraft carrier was involved in fighting illegal 
fishing in Oceania, a vast region northeast of Australia. 

The efforts of the Carl Vinson, which returned home last 
month, is the latest example of a Navy mission expected to 
grow in the Pacific. Officials say Oceania is important not 
only to U.S. economic prosperity, but also 22 Pacific island 
nations financially dependent on their local fisheries. A key 
area is what’s known as the “Tuna Belt," which runs along the 
equator and supplies 57 percent of the world’s tuna. 

Many livelihoods are threatened by illegal fishing, said 
Coast Guard Cmdr. Mark Morin, incident management branch 
chief with the Coast Guard’s 14th District in Honolulu. 

“There’s about $1.7 billion annually that is lost to illegal 
fishing [in Oceania]," said Morin. 

The Coast Guard’s limited assets make it tough for 
constant air and sea patrols to enforce maritime laws in 
Oceania. 

In 2009, the Navy first began assisting the Coast Guard in 
the Oceania Maritime Security Initiative, or OMSI, as the 
Hawaii-based frigate Crommelin joined the Coast Guard for 
fisheries patrols as it traveled to the western Pacific. Nearly a 
dozen ships have joined in the mission since. 

Carl Vinson and its embarked carrier air wing, along with 
the cruiser Bunker Hill and destroyer Halsey, participated May 
7-15 in OMSI. It marked the Navy’s biggest support of the 
mission yet. The Vinson’s jets, turboprops and helicopters 
flew more than five dozen sorties patrolling the region. 

“Our job was to assist the Coast Guard by increasing 
maritime domain awareness in support of the maritime law 
enforcement operations," said Capt. John Steinberger, 
commodore and commander of San Diego-based Destroyer 
Squadron 1 aboard the Vinson. 

The Coast Guard conducted all law enforcement 
operations, which included vessel boarding, and the Navy 
provided the intelligence, said Lt. Cmdr. Sylvaine Wong, 
Carrier Strike Group 1’s judge advocate general. 

Much fishing occurs in exclusive economic zones, or 
EEZs, belonging to specific countries. Zones extend 200 
nautical miles from the coastline and cover all natural 
resources, such as fishing, exploration, mining and 
conservation. Fishing vessels require a license and permit. 
Oceania has 43 percent of the U.S.’s EEZs, covering 1.3 
million square miles — more than twice the size of Alaska. 

Demand Expected To Grow 
There’s growing suspicion that depleted tuna stocks in 

other parts of the Pacific have lured illegal boats to Oceania. 
The island nations and other territories imposed stricter rules 
in 2009, but enforcing such laws across the vast area is 
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difficult because countries have few aircraft and boats that can 
patrol long and far. 

“I believe this is an enduring mission for both 7th Fleet 
and 3rd Fleet," Steinberger said. The larger U.S. focus on the 
Asia-Pacific region “is probably going to allow more effort to 
be placed with OMSI as more vessels come into play here." 
Morin said Coast Guard officials are planning to deploy the 
first Coast Guard law enforcement teams aboard a destroyer or 
cruiser to Oceania as early as November. 

The idea is to tap existing assets such as Coast Guard 
cutters, Navy ships and the local fleet of Australia-led Pacific 
patrol boats to broaden patrols of Oceania’s fisheries. 

It also improves national security, Morin said, adding that 
“it’s not just about the fish. There are some bad players that 
don’t play by the rules and don’t pay for permits." Unlike 
previous missions involving single ships, Vinson and its escort 
ships were heading to Hawaii on separate tracks, which 
increased the breadth of surveillance and patrols over areas 
stretching 300 miles. The Coast Guard also got extra legs with 
a P-3 Orion turboprop, which traveled 1,000 miles to join in 
the mission. 

In nine days, the strike group provided almost 35 percent 
of all contacts and vessel data OMSI missions have collected 
since it began in 2009, Steinberger said. 

“It goes to show you just the power the strike group 
brings to bear," he said. “It’s not just an offensive weapon." 

During the mission, the strike group staff aboard Vinson got 
daily taskings from the OMSI team, which included Morin, 
who boarded the carrier in Australia. 

From there, they would build a surveillance plan and 
collect as much information from the contacts made, said Lt. 
Cmdr. Edward McLellan, CSG-1’s assistant intelligence 
officer. 

Cmdr. Edward Padinske, CSG-1’s intelligence officer, 
said the hardest part of the mission was trying to identify legal 
ships versus illegal ones. 

Control over fishing and other resources has pitted one 
country against others in some places, most notably the South 
China Sea, where China, the Philippines, Taiwan, Malaysia 
and Vietnam all lay claims. 

Officials say such confrontations in Oceania are rare, 
however. 

“These are well established economic zones," Padinske 
said. Countries, including the U.S., “are essentially trying to 
protect their livelihood." Vessels that skirt the law “are 
essentially stealing ... the long-term economic viability of 
these smaller Oceania region countries," he said. “I suspect as 
this mission becomes more widely known, we’ll be able to do 
some more creative things, like plan our tracks through some 
areas where intelligence would indicate there’d be more illegal 
fishing vessels." Steinberger said the help the Navy has 
provided “is going to energize this function." 
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PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
14. Navy Leaders Target Red Tape Between Active, Reserve Duty 
(NAVY TIMES 18 JUN 12) ... Mark D. Faram 

More opportunities and less bureaucracy are coming for 
reservists looking to go active-duty in key billets. Under an 
emerging plan, it could be done as fast as 72 hours — the 
amount of time it now takes an active-duty sailor to go 
reserve. 

This is the culmination of six years of work — part of an 
ongoing effort that Vice Adm. Dirk Debbink took over from 
his predecessor, now-retired Vice Adm. John Cotton. 

Cotton liked to call the effort “Sailor for Life," though the 
Navy now calls it “Continuum of Service." It’s part of the 
broader 21st Century Sailor and Marine program, which 
combines old and new readiness efforts to better address the 
service’s needs after a decade of war and growing 
responsibilities in the Asia-Pacific region. 

“What it is really about is creatively removing barriers 
and fundamentally changing the way we not only do business, 
but the way we think of a career in the U.S. Navy," Debbink 
said. “The day is here where a sailor can go from active duty 
to the Reserve and back again without ever really having a 
break in service." For decades following World War II, the 
Navy Reserve was made up of units drilled and trained for a 
massive mobilization if needed for another world war. But in 
the conflicts since then, most Navy reservists are mobilizing 
for active duty on an individual basis. 

Debbink said 67,000 reservists have mobilized and served 
as individual augmentees over the past 10 years. The 
Continuum of Service initiative is designed to smooth the 
transitions for these sailors, Debbink said. 

A mechanism will soon be in place that will allow 
reservists to compete for active-duty jobs. Though it’s not 
quite finished, the reserve also plans to institute its own 
reenlistment system similar to the active-duty Perform to 
Serve program. Under Perform to Serve, all sailors with up to 
14 years of service must compete to stay Navy. 

Not only will sailors compete to stay in the Reserve at the 
end of their enlistments, they’ll also be able to use the system 
to apply to return to active duty. Debbink hopes to have that in 
place next fiscal year, but it’s dependent on funding. 

Under a test of concept last year, two Reserve 
submariners and two hospital corpsmen were brought back to 
active duty and are now filling billets in the fleet. 

“This is really a way to use the reserve for what it’s 
intended, and that’s fill needs in the active force," he said. “If 
you think about it, that’s why we have a reserve." Debbink 
said he’s worked with the current and past chiefs of naval 
personnel to rework rules easing the movement between the 
active and reserve components. When this was started several 
years ago, a working group looked at the barriers that 
prevented this free movement and whether they were based in 
law or Navy policy. 

“We found it was more based in policy than law," 
Debbink said. “That was a bit of a surprise, but it made it 
easier for us to change things." The Navy has asked Congress 
to renew the authority for the Career Intermission Sabbatical 
program that allows active duty sailors to transfer to the 
Reserve for up to three years — to attend school or take care 
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of a sick relative, for example — and return to active duty, 
picking up where they left off. 

Other measures are being taken by the Navy and 
lawmakers to ease transitioning between active duty and the 
reserve. 

Congress has acted and has approved a new Defense 
Department policy that allows reservists who accrue annual 

leave on active duty to “bank" that leave when they go back to 
the reserve. 

The Navy also relaxed physical rules. An active-duty 
sailor no longer has to get a discharge physical followed by a 
second physical to go reserve. 

Instead of a full physical, they’ll just get a look-over by a 
doctor to ensure nothing has changed. A discharge physical 
can count for a sailor up to two years after getting out. 
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15. Naval Academy On Track For Record Female Class 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 11 JUN 12) ... Brian Witte 

ANNAPOLIS, Md. — A U.S. Naval Academy official 
says the class of 2016 is on track to have the largest female 
class in the academy’s history. 

Stephen Latta, the academy’s dean of admissions, said 
Monday that 295 young women have accepted appointments. 

Latta told the Naval Academy’s Board of Visitors that the 
last time the academy had a record number of female students 
was for the class of 2010, which had about 272 women. 

Latta also said the class of 2016 will be smaller, so the 
percentage of the class that will be female will be higher. In 
the class of 2010, women comprised about 22.5 percent of the 
class. Latta said he believes the class of 2016 will be more 
than 24 percent female. 

The academy first admitted women in 1976. 
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16. Bremerton Operational Symposium Shares Deployment Experiences 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 11 JUN 12) ... Douglas H. Stutz, Naval Hospital Bremerton Public Affairs 

BREMERTON, Wash. -- Naval Hospital Bremerton held 
an Operational Symposium to share personal shipboard and 
shore-based deployment information, experiences and lessons, 
June 8. 

The Operational forum has become a quarterly event 
originally created and coordinated by NHB Navy Nurse Corps 
staff to give recent returnees from deployment the opportunity 
to share their experience in word and picture. Under the 
guidance and arrangement of Cmdr. Christine Ward, pediatric 
nurse practitioner and clinic manager, and Operational 
Symposium coordinator, the program has expanded over the 
last 12 months to allow all staff members the ability to share 
their ship and shore experience. 

"I wanted to give all staff members of our deploying 
platforms a chance to celebrate with others upon their return. I 
believe in the spirit of morale building, of esprit de corps, and 
inspiring enthusiasm for the duty that is before us," said Ward. 

The symposium is open to all staff members. According 
to Ward, every staff member can attend the event. Civilians 
can learn and support active duty staff, as well as add their 
insight or even share their own experience(s). But the real 
hope is attracting busy active duty staff members to the event 
to pick up specific details and descriptive particulars from 
first-hand experiences from those returned on deployment. 

"They will be better prepared when the baton is passed to 
them by learning about what works and what doesn't, and all 
the good, bad and the ugly of deployments. These will be the 
main themes with each speaker giving it their own twist. 
Those attending will also find a ready personal reference and a 
point-of-contact to ask more questions," said Ward. 

The symposium presented two polar-opposite examples of 
a ship and a shore deployment. Hospital Corpsman Chief 
Shawn Kenney spoke on his individual augmentee assignment 
to Afghanistan and Lt. Cmdr. Kevin Gue, former NHB Multi-
Service Ward and Intensive Care Unit head nurse and now 
senior nurse officer assigned to USS John C. Stennis (CVN 

74) shared his recent deployment to the Western Pacific, 
Indian Ocean and Arabian Gulf. 

Gue focused his deployment talk as part of the Stennis 
Medical Department from July 25, 2011 to March 2, 2012. 
"We were gone for 221 days and the entire deployment was 
one of the best I've ever been on. We were really a small 
hospital on a small floating city," said Gue, a 26-year Navy 
veteran. 

Gue was part of a team of seven providers, one 
psychologist, one physical therapist, one radiological health 
officer, one anesthesiologist, and approximately 35-40 
hospital corpsmen. Compiled statistics helped to tell a portion 
of Gue's story - the Stennis Medical department, augmented 
by medical personnel from Carrier Air Wing 9, treated 3,600 
sick call patients and 2,745 acute care cases; handled 2,855 
physical exams; conducted 410 surgeries, and coordinated 
2,515 physical therapy appointments. 

"Being a medical officer on a ship is career enhancing, 
not only because there are few billets. But also due to the 
amount of training we did, which was a lot with many 
different departments. I also worked with our preventive 
medicine team, medical readiness team, and our battle 
dressing stations and repair lockers for general quarters," Gue 
said, noting that the long days on station supporting Operation 
Enduring Freedom also took them to great port calls like 
Singapore. 

Kenney's deployment was well beyond the horizon from 
Gue's in landlocked Afghanistan in 2011-12 with 3rd 
Battalion, 7th Marines, Kilo Company. Assigned to Forward 
Operating Base Inkerman in the volatile southern part of the 
country, Kenney provided medical support as the sole provider 
for approximately several hundred Marines, 50-100 Afghan 
National Army personnel and the local populace. 

"Being an independent duty corpsman, I got orders to go 
as soon as I checked in to NHB," Kenney related. "There was 
three months of training out of (Marine Air Ground Task 
Force Training Command) 29 Palms, including a month in the 
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desert under actual conditions to simulate where we were 
going down range." 

Kenney ran Kilo Company's Battalion Aid Station. He 
tailored the site to fit his ability and those of two additional 
corpsmen assigned. Besides the daily norm of sick calls and 
preventive medicine duties, he went along with vehicle and 
foot patrols outside the wire and dealt with a lot of trauma 
cases mostly for the locals and ANA (Afghan National Army). 
"There were such injuries as open fractures and chest wounds 
that I took care of. We did what we could and stabilized them 
to the best of our ability," he said. 

Kenney attests that the forward operating base was really 
just like camping out for seven straight months. But in a 
hostile environment. "Our Marines could go without water and 
food, but by God, we had a gym," he noted, stressing that the 
weight lifting helped deal with the needs for carrying, at 
minimum, 40 pounds of gear when on foot patrols. 

Kenney's recollections of his time there include proud and 
sad memories. There was pride in seeing his corpsmen, 

Hospital Corpsman 3rd Class Vincent Arreola and 
Hospitalman Garrett McDonald, attain their Fleet Marine 
Force qualifications, and there is solemn remembrance for two 
Marines that were killed in action, Cpl. Chris Singer, and Sgt. 
Joe D'Augustine. 

The best day? When his relief, HMC (Chief Hospital 
Corpsman) Gil Garcia, also from NHB, showed up to relieve 
him. "When Gil arrived and I did the turn-over with him, that 
was the happiest day of my life," Kenney said. 

From the extremes associated with haze-gray underway to 
IA boots-on-the-ground, the symposium was deemed a 
success and continued on a NHB educational tradition. 

"I attended last year and it was very good. It's nice having 
a continuous educational event that brings together staff. 
During any deployment, there are always lessons learned. This 
symposium gave us a real opportunity to share the experiences 
of our current and former staff," said Capt. Mark Turner, NHB 
executive officer. 
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17. Naval Hospital Pushes Residents To Pursue Research 
(JACKSONVILLE (NC) DAILY NEWS 10 JUN 12) ... Amanda Wilcox 

The Family Medicine Residents at Naval Hospital Camp 
Lejeune participated in the second annual research symposium 
Friday. 

The research symposium is a relatively new idea by 
resident program leaders to help encourage the residents to 
take their research beyond the walls of Naval Hospital Camp 
Lejeune, said Assistant Resident Program Director Cmdr. 
Kelly Latimer, a family medicine doctor at the hospital. 

“As doctors we consume a lot of research because 
medicine is always changing,” Latimer said. “But it’s 
important that we in primary care also contribute to the 
research.” 

Every resident at the hospital was required to participate 
in the symposium, in which their projects were judged by 
active-duty and retired doctors from NHCL. 

Dr. Stephanie Cole, Director for Research at the Naval 
Hospital who oversaw the residents’ projects, said the 
symposium was important because it helps them “learn how to 
contribute to their field ... and how to approach problems in a 
different way.” 

The projects ranged from studies on specific patients’ 
cases, to diseases, to changes that the residents thought would 
be beneficial to the hospital. 

Chief Resident Lt. Tony Dambro’s research project 
centered around the implementation of a 100-day course for 
resident interns to help them adjust from medical school 
students to actual doctors who deal with patients on an 
everyday basis. 

“The ACGME (Accreditation Council for Graduate 
Medical Education) puts limits on how many hours our interns 
can be in the hospital, so we have to figure out a way to train 
these interns in less time now,” Dambro said. “My program is 
all about developing a curriculum to try and apply the 
knowledge we get in medical school to working in a hospital 
now.” 

Dambro said he wants his program to help mitigate the 
“sink or swim” philosophy accompanied with an intern’s leap 
into the medical world. He added that he hopes to continue his 
research past the symposium. 

“There’s always been a scholarly activity requirement for 
the residency, but it’s always been kind of an afterthought,” 
Latimer said. “We never made it fun and interesting, which is 
what we’re trying to do with this symposium.” 

Dambro was quick to point out that the word “doctor” 
means “teacher” in Latin; therefore, he said, “we have to teach 
our patients, and we have to teach each other.” 

Return to Index 
 

18. Navy Creates Fitness App For iPhone 
Sailors can access workouts, diet tips 
(NAVY TIMES 11 JUN 12) ... Jacqueline Klimas 

Onshore or underway — if you want to get in shape, 
there’s an app for that. 

The Navy Operational Fitness and Fueling Series released 
an iPhone app in April to let sailors access their library of 
exercises, workout routines and meal planning while at sea, 
according to a fleetwide message, NAVADMIN 169/12, 
released May 30. 

As of the end of May, the app had been downloaded 
nearly 5,500 times. 

 

Where To Get It 
The Navy Operational Fitness and Fueling Series app can 

be downloaded from the iTunes App Store for free. Because it 
is such a large file, it needs to be downloaded over a Wi-Fi 
connection or on iTunes, and then synced to the phone. Lisa 
Sexauer, program manager for fitness, sports and deployed 
forces support at Navy Installations Command, said an iPad 
version of the app, which is better formatted to the larger 
screen, is expected to be released in the next few months. 
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Versions of the app for Android and Windows phones are 
being developed, though there is no set release date. 

Though it hasn’t been out long, feedback from sailors has 
been overwhelmingly positive, said Lisa Sexauer, program 
manager for fitness, sports and deployed forces support at 
Navy Installations Command. It is rated 4.5 out of 5 stars by 
users in the iTunes App Store. 

“They like the food choice features and the fact that there 
are videos so they can refine their own movement 
efficiencies,” she said. 

The videos, like the entire app, can be accessed without 
cellphone service or an active Internet connection once the app 
is downloaded to the iPhone. That means that a sailor’s entire 
workout is available anytime, anywhere, even aboard a ship. 
This is important because most ships have limited Internet 
access and no cellphone service while at sea. 

“The app is actually housed on the device. When you 
head to the gym, by selecting your parameters, your entire 
workout is available to you,” Sexauer said. 

Parameters include fitness level, duration of exercise, 
equipment that is available and stage. The fitness levels relate 
to both overall health and familiarity with NOFFS exercises; 
Sexauer suggested that everyone begin with Level 1. Within 
each level are four stages, labeled A through D. Sailors just 
beginning the exercise would begin with Level 1, Stage A and 
move up to Level 1, Stage B. Each level has an increased 
number of sets and repetitions. 

The exercises, which take into account how much room is 
available for fitness on different kinds of vessels from subs to 
aircraft carriers, are in line with the Navy’s 21st Century 
Sailor and Marine wellness initiative, Sexauer said. 

One key to the app is ensuring that sailors don’t injure 
themselves doing the exercises. While videos, detailed 
descriptions and still photos show sailors how to correctly 
perform each exercise, “some of the exercises in NOFFS are 
things that folks may not have been exposed to before,” 
Sexauer said. CNIC trained 140 instructors stationed at fitness 
centers across the Navy. If sailors are interested, they can 
receive this training prior to deploying on any ship from their 
shore command. 

The fueling portion of the app explains how to eat a 
healthy diet, with tips like eating foods of different colors for 
the most nutritional value, telling how many calories each 
meal should be depending on a sailor’s size and weight goals, 
and the 80/20 rule: Eat things that are good for you 80 percent 
of the time, and favorite foods that aren’t as healthy 20 percent 
of the time. 

Without the app, the NOFFS program can be accessed at 
www.navyfitness.org, where sailors can download and print 
the program elements. Ships also have laminated cards 
demonstrating the exercises that can be checked out at fitness 
centers. 
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19. Navy Rejects Electronic Medication Dispenser 
(JACKSONVILLE (NC) DAILY NEWS 11 JUN 12) ... Amanda Wilcox 

The Navy Bureau of Medicine has chosen not to 
implement an electronic device that the Pentagon inspector 
general says can potentially help wounded service members 
with drug abuse problems. 

The Electronic Medication Management Assistant 
(EMMA) is the only FDA class II approved computerized 
medication dispenser that is programmed by the patient’s 
healthcare provider and can dispense individual doses of 10 
different drugs for up to a month’s supply, according to a 
recent Pentagon inspector general’s report on the Wounded 
Warrior Battalion East at Camp Lejeune. 

The inspector general’s report noted the using EMMA 
was supported by both the Wounded Warrior Battalion East 
and Naval Hospital Camp Lejeune staff. “Although the 
advantage of, the Battalion expressed their frustration that they 
had been unable to get approval from Navy Medicine to use 
EMMA,” the report said. 

Naval Hospital Camp Lejeune spokeswoman Anna 
Hancock said the hospital receives guidance from the Bureau 
of Medicine and Surgery (BUMED) about the use of 
electronic devices. 

“EMMA has not received Defense Information Assurance 
Certification and Accreditation (DIACAP) within the Navy 
and is, therefore, not an approved device,” she said. 

In order for an electronic device like EMMA to receive 
DIACAP certification, it must first meet a long list of 
requirements proving it is not a threat to system security, 
according to the DIACAP Handbook. 

The EMMA has been criticized as non-compliant with the 
Navy’s information security and HIPPA protocols because the 

client information is accessed through a wireless server by the 
patient’s care provider. 

Although the Army issued an “urgent” contract three 
years ago for EMMAs to be sent to multiple Army hospitals, 
including Womack Army Medical Center in Fort Bragg, the 
Navy has not yet issued such requests. 

“Navy had intended to pilot the system” said BUMED 
spokeswoman Shoshona Pilip-Florea in an email to The Daily 
News, “but during the lengthy delay awaiting action on the 
Defense Information Assurance certification decision, 
information on the Army experiences and a better 
understanding of the system resulted in one region and two 
test sites pulling out of the pilot.” 

Pilip-Florea did not respond to questions about the 
Army’s experiences with EMMA. However, she did explain 
that Navy subject matter experts who reviewed EMMA and 
consulted with Army Pharmacy users of the product decided 
that EMMA does not address the root causes of medication 
prescription abuse. 

“Navy Medicine believes claims that the EMMA machine 
will control abuse and drug seeking behavior are overstated,” 
Pilip-Florea said in the email. “EMMA ensures dispensing of 
doses on schedule but does not ensure administration or 
potential for hoarding or diversion of medication.” 

She said that Navy medical treatment facilities have 
employed strategies like random pill counts, urine testing, 
computer aided profile reviews and limiting the number of 
pills distributed at one time, to help combat potential drug 
abuse instances. 
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Both Pilip-Florea and the inspector general’s report noted 
that many abuse the availability of multiple pharmacies by 
making duplicate prescriptions and having them filled at 
numerous pharmacies in order to receive more medication. 

“The Army basically found that (EMMA) wasn’t solving 
the polypharmacy problem,” Pilip-Florea said via telephone. 

Womack Army Medical Center declined to comment and 
the Walter Reed Army Medical Center in Washington, D.C. 
did not respond to questions. 

“Although Navy Pharmacy is open to the use of electronic 
devices for hospitalized patients,” said Pilip-Florea in the 
email, “few instances exist where these systems can 
significantly enhance the care provided in a reliable cost 
effective manner.” 
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20. NHB Chiefs Welcome Home Wounded Warrior 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 11 JUN 12) ... Douglas H. Stutz, Naval Hospital Bremerton Public Affairs 

BREMERTON, Wash. -- Naval Hospital Bremerton's 
Chief Mess gave a heartfelt reception to welcome back one of 
their own at Seattle Tacoma (SEATAC) International Airport, 
June 10. 

Chief Hospital Corpsman Holly Crabtree, rehabilitating 
after being severely wounded by an enemy sniper while 
supporting operations in Iraq in April 2010, was greeted with a 
hero's welcome. 

The event was arranged by Naval Hospital Bremerton 
(NHB) Command Master Chief Frank Dominguez and Master 
Chief Hospital Corpsman Tom Countryman, and closely 
coordinated with Port of Seattle Aviation Security, Port of 
Seattle Police Department and the Transportation Security 
Administration. 

"We've been looking forward for her arrival all week. It is 
just an honor to assist to welcome Chief Crabtree. We're 
blessed to have her home. It's hard not to be emotional about 
this, because usually when we render honors, it's for those 
who have fallen," said Port of Seattle Sgt. Doug Newman, 
Office of Professional Accountability, and the 2011 Navy 
Reserve Sailor of the Year of Navy Reserve National Security 
Forces, Naval Base Kitsap, Wash. 

As the flight was taxiing into place after landing, Port of 
Seattle Fire Department gave ceremonial twin water cannon 
shots across the plane brow. Once the plane door opened, 
Master Chiefs Dominguez and Countryman accompanied 
family of Crabtree onto the plane to greet her and escort her 
into the terminal. Once inside SEATAC, the NHB chief petty 
officers stood in formation and rendered salutes, followed by 
shared smiles and warm applause by Port of Seattle staff 
members and fellow passengers. 

"This is completely unexpected and so awesome. What's 
up my brothers and sisters!" Crabtree exclaimed as she 
acknowledged the Chief's Mess. 

"Holly will remember this event for the rest of her life and 
know that you all have her back here in the Pacific Northwest. 

It was truly an honor welcoming one of our own home from 
the battlefield. I continue to be awed with the character of the 
Mess and you all show its true strength everyday. I will 
cherish today's moment for the rest of my life," said 
Dominguez. 

"We are so pleased and happy to be able to do this," 
added Deborah Miller, Port of Seattle Aviation Security 
Supervisor. 

Crabtree, a Port Angeles, Wash., native, was accompanied 
on the inbound flight from Florida by her daughter, Leah. She 
is transferring to NHB. Crabtree sustained injuries on patrol 
with Army Civil Affairs attached to Special Operations task 
Force West near Ar Ramadi in Iraq's Anbar Province. Despite 
a lengthy rehabilitation process, Crabtree has not been held 
back; she participated in the 2011 Wounded Warrior Games 
2011, threw out the first pitch at a University of South Florida 
baseball game, and met with members of the New Orleans 
Saints. 

There were also several of Crabtree's former shipmates in 
attendance from her time aboard USS Abraham Lincoln (CVN 
72), which is homeported at Naval Station Everett. Along with 
Countryman were retired Master Chief Hospital Corpsman 
Bee Rose, and Lt. Jeremy Howell, acting Department of 
Administration head. 

"We were on a first name basis as young corpsmen from 
2001 to 2004. Holly was an operating room technician and I 
was a general service corpsman. We also were at Independent 
Duty Corpsman school together, and I last saw her when I was 
commissioned in 2008," Howell explained. "I'm very happy to 
be able to take part in welcoming her here." 

"This has been without a doubt one of the coolest events 
I've ever been part of in all my time serving in the Navy," said 
Chief Hospital Corspman Michael Musset, leading chief petty 
officer of Nursing Services. "Like all of us, I'm glad and 
honored to be here to welcome one of our own home." 

Return to Index 
 

21. Sailor Serves Country, Saves Lives 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 11 JUN 12) ... Marine Corps Lance Cpl. Mark Garcia, Regimental Combat Team 6 

FORWARD OPERATING BASE JACKSON, 
Afghanistan – To serve his country, Navy Petty Officer 3rd 
Class Lamar Jackson decided to follow in his father’s 
footsteps. 

Growing up, Jackson said, he saw the camaraderie his 
father shared with his fellow Marines, and he wanted to be a 
part of that experience. 

“Seeing that brotherhood that they had was something I 
always admired,” said Jackson, a corpsman at the battalion aid 

station for 1st Battalion, 7th Marines, Regimental Combat 
Team 6. 

Jackson said he enlisted as a Navy corpsman because of 
his admiration for Marines and the desire to do something 
with his life. 

“I also wanted to start getting into the medical field,” the 
Atlanta native added. “It was the one job that allowed me to 
do both. I just didn’t want to be in the same place my whole 
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life. I wanted to get out and see different things and 
experience different things in the world.” 

Jackson has been a corpsman for three and a half years. 
Before enlisting in October 2008, he played college football 
and worked full-time at a retirement home kitchen. 

“When I was in college and I played sports, my 
teammates and I had close relationships, but it was nothing 
like the bonds I have with people in Afghanistan,” he said. 
“You have to trust them with your life, so you grow close to 
people.” 

Jackson has been stationed at Camp Pendleton and 
Twentynine Palms, both in California, and said he enjoys the 
high-pressure situations he often faces. 

“You’re the guy once everything starts to go south,” 
Jackson said. “You’re the person everyone’s looking for. I like 
being in the situation where everyone is counting on you. 
There was one time some Afghan locals were injured by an 
improvised explosive device, so we had to provide them with 
aid and ensure they were stabilized before they were moved 
anywhere.” 

Jackson is on his first deployment, and said it has been a 
life-changing experience. He recalled experiencing significant 
culture shock when he arrived in Afghanistan. 

“It’s jarring just to see how a piece of candy changes 
kids’ whole day,” he said. “In America, that’s something we 
take for granted.” 

Jackson said he plans to continue his education once he 
completes his enlistment. “I plan on going to the University of 
Southern California once I’m out and [taking] their physician 
assistant program,” he said. “After that, I’ll get a job in a 
hospital. Eventually though, I would like to move into the 
health care administration side of things. It won’t be as much 
hands-on work. Instead, I’ll be more focused on looking after 
the doctors and what they’re doing.” 

While he misses his friends and family, Jackson said he 
misses his wife the most, and he focuses on his job to cope 
with being away. 

His daily tasks include ensuring Marines and Sailors are 
physically and mentally healthy, and he also helps Afghans, 
some of whom have been injured by IED blasts. 

“He’s one of the most motivated and dedicated 
corpsmen,” said Navy Petty Officer 2nd Class Alexander 
Burkhart, the assistant leading petty officer at the battalion aid 
station. “He loves the Navy. He gets the job done. His Marines 
like him a lot. He’s able to figure out what needs to be done 
and gets it done without any supervision. I have a lot of trust 
in him and his abilities.” 
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22. Navy Doctor Helps Athletes Here, Too 
(CHICAGO DAILY HERALD 11 JUN 12) ... Anna Marie Kukec 

Gregory E. Crovetti may be a new doctor at MidAmerica 
Orthopaedic Clinic in Libertyville, but he’s served more than 
patients in the Lake County area. As a commander in the U.S. 
Navy, he has worked as a physician in an emergency room 
and set up the first sports clinic at Camp Beuring in Kuwait to 
help soldiers with medical issues. 

Crovetti remained at the base in Kuwait from January to 
October 2005, and wasn’t put in harm’s way, so he could 
apply his medical expertise to keeping the soldiers fit. He 
worked closely with those who had injuries or pain related to 
training or riding combat vehicles. He made evaluations, 
diagnosed problems and did treatment or surgery, he said. 

Crovetti on Facebook “We operated like a normal hospital 
triage,” Crovetti said. “We would treat them or do surgery.” 

He’s also participated in humanitarian missions, such as 
one in South America. After Kuwait, Crovetti returned to the 
states. He’s now a Navy reservist and the officer in charge of a 
medical unit at Great Lakes Naval Station. 

He’s currently moving with his wife and two children 
from Elmwood Park to Green Oaks for his job at MidAmerica 
Orthopaedic Clinic, he said. 

Crovetti, who treats musculoskeletal problems and other 
medical conditions, said he’s athletic himself and enjoyed 

wrestling while in school. That’s why he steered his medical 
career toward sports injuries, low back, neck, work-related 
injuries, overuse injuries and pain syndromes. He attended 
Loyola University School of Medicine in Maywood, 
completed an internship in surgery at Loyola University of 
Chicago Stritch School of Medicine, and completed his 
residency in internal medicine at West Suburban/Loyola 
University Hospital. His fellowship was in sports medicine at 
the University of Kentucky. He is board-certified in internal 
medicine and has specialty board-certification in sports 
medicine. 

Also, Crovetti is the team doctor for Lake Forest High 
School. And he’s been a physician for many athletic events, 
such as state wrestling and basketball tournaments, collegiate 
sporting events, national boxing tournaments, world karate 
championships, pro hockey teams and a professional ballet 
company in Lexington, Ken. He has been part of the medical 
teams for the Eco Challenge Race and the Iron Man Triathlon 
in Hawaii. 

Doing such work is important, he said. 
“I felt like I wanted to do more for our country,” he said. 
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FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
23. Huntington Ingalls Joins Lockheed Girding For Defense Cuts 
(BLOOMBERG GOVERNMENT 11 JUN 12) ... James Rowley 

For Matthew Mulherin, who manages Navy aircraft 
carrier construction for Huntington Ingalls Industries Inc., 
automatic defense spending cuts set to take effect in January 
are an "end-of-earth scenario." 

That's why Huntington Ingalls and such companies as 
Lockheed Martin Corp. and Boeing Co. are fanning out to 
stave off defense reductions that would amount to $55 billion 
a year through 2021. The cuts, through a process called 
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sequestration, will be triggered if lawmakers don’t agree by 
year’s end on ways to reduce government debt by $1.2 trillion 
over a decade. 

For defense contractors such as Huntington Ingalls that 
depend on government funding, the prospect of automatic 
spending cuts has prompted a “lobbying effort not like 
anything I’ve seen” to give lawmakers a “constant education,” 
said Matthew Paxton, president and chief executive officer of 
the Shipbuilders Council of America. 

The automatic cuts would compound an already difficult 
market for contractors who face a projected 22 percent drop in 
defense procurement outlays by 2015, said Deutsche Bank AG 
defense analyst Myles Walton. Sequestration would occur on 
top of the $487 billion in cuts that President Barack Obama 
has proposed over the next 10 years. 

To emphasize the ripple effect of defense cuts on U.S. 
jobs, the builder of a version of the Navy’s Littoral Combat 
Ship in Mobile, Alabama, said it led representatives of 50 
suppliers from 25 states to Capitol Hill last month to meet 
with more than 100 lawmakers. The company, Austal Ltd., 
reminded lawmakers of the defense and economic value of the 
shallow-water ships that hunt submarines and sweep for 
mines. 

Worker Rally 
The trade group for the aerospace industry has organized 

luncheons with lawmakers and worker rallies outside defense 
plants. Florida Republican Ander Crenshaw, a member of the 
House defense appropriations subcommittee, addressed a May 
21 rally of 400 workers the group organized outside a Kaman 
Corp. aerospace plant in Jacksonville. 

Employees at Bethesda, Maryland-based Lockheed, the 
world’s largest defense company, increased political donations 
9 percent for the 2012 election from their 2010 election 
giving, according to the Federal Election Commission. So far 
this election season, Lockheed’s political action committee 
has contributed $2.26 million, including to members of 
defense committees in Congress. 

General Dynamics Corp., which teams with Huntington 
Ingalls to build Virginia-class nuclear submarines, boosted its 
political donations almost 10 percent in this election cycle, to 
$1.2 million, according to its campaign-finance filings. Led by 
Boeing’s $4.2 million, defense companies spent $33 million 
on lobbying in the first quarter of 2012. 

The defense lobby spent almost $132 million in 2011 as a 
new Republican House majority pushed spending cuts and 
Democrats demanded that reductions include defense as well 
as social programs. This year the industry is on track to spend 
about that amount, according to the Center for Responsive 
Politics, a non-partisan Washington group that monitors 
political spending. 

Huntington Ingalls’s team of lobbyists includes former 
U.S. Senators Trent Lott, a Mississippi Republican, and John 
Breaux, a Louisiana Democrat. The business partners 
developed expertise in Congress looking out for the two Gulf 
Coast shipyards in their states that Huntington Ingalls now 
owns after it was spun off last year by Northrop Grumman 
Corp. Neither Lott nor Breaux returned telephone calls 
seeking comment. 

Defense contractors are “most fearful” of “indiscriminate 
arbitrary reductions across the board,” that could spur as many 
as 350,000 job losses if the automatic cuts take effect, said 

Cord Sterling, vice president of the Aerospace Industries 
Association of America. 

In the absence of guidance from President Barack 
Obama’s administration about how the cuts would be carried 
out, bigger companies “have to assume those go into place” so 
“they will be taking actions late summer or fall” to restructure 
or downsize, he said. 

The prospect of cuts already is having a “chilling effect” 
on the industry and Lockheed and other companies may stop 
hiring and training, Lockheed chief executive officer Robert 
Stevens said in March on Capitol Hill. Last week he said that 
laws requiring advance notice of firings may prompt grim 
warnings in September and October. 

Notifying Suppliers 
“We may have to notify every one of our employees and 

all of our suppliers and subcontractors that they may or may 
not have a subcontract,” Stevens said May 31 at a conference 
for investors. 

The supply chain of parts and components of complex 
weapon systems and ships is at risk if smaller companies can’t 
plan, Paxton of the shipbuilders’ council said. 

“Smaller companies are not hiring now and come this 
summer will start laying people off,” Paxton said. Some 
suppliers and “smaller shipyards will be closing their doors” 
unless Congress acts, he said. 

Preparing for the cuts is like “planning for the end of the 
world,” said Mulherin, president of Huntington Ingalls’s 
Newport News, Virginia, shipbuilding division. “I am almost 
afraid to provide a notion” of what may happen under 
sequestration “because I don’t want it to become real,” he 
said. 

Virtually all of Huntington Ingalls’s $6.6 billion 2011 
revenue came from the Defense Department or the Coast 
Guard. 

Huntington Ingalls’s USS Gerald Ford aircraft carrier, the 
first in a new class of three such ships, has been under 
construction since 2009 and is set for delivery in 2015. 
Huntington’s contract to construct the Ford probably will 
exceed its target cost of $5.2 billion by $884 million, the Navy 
reported to Congress on March 29. The ship’s total projected 
cost, including equipment from other companies, is about 
$12.3 billion. That’s roughly an 18 percent increase over the 
past four years, according to the Congressional Research 
Service. 

The complexity of Navy shipbuilding, which requires 
Mulherin’s management team to plan and choreograph each 
step of construction, illustrates the difficulty posed by budget 
cuts. 

Any slowdown in carrier production caused by spending 
cuts would affect subcontractors, said Michael Clute, president 
of the 180-employee Ward Leonard Electric Co. The company 
builds controllers for electric motors on the Ford that power 
winches, fans, pumps or other electric-powered devices. 

“Once you turn the faucet off, everything unwinds,” he 
said. “We wouldn’t have the business to hold these skilled 
employees.” 

Besides the logistical difficulties that shipbuilding delays 
would mean for Huntington Ingalls’s subcontractors and 
suppliers, sequestration could cut into the company’s future 
revenue during a time of flat or declining sales. 
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Huntington reported on May 9 that it had first-quarter 
sales of $1.57 billion, down 6.9 percent from a year earlier. 
Net income fell 27 percent to $33 million, or 67 cents per 
share, from $45 million, or 92 cents. 

The company’s revenue, projected to be $6.4 billion in 
2014, would be cut 10 percent by sequestration to $5.8 billion, 
Deutsche Bank’s Walton said. The company posted revenue of 
$6.5 billion last year. 

The spending “direction is definitely down” and “as the 
defense budget goes down, it accounts for the vast majority of 
revenues in these companies,” he said. 

The austerity in defense spending comes a year after 
Huntington Ingalls’s spinoff from Northrop Grumman, which 
sought to focus its business on aerospace and information 
systems. 

Profit Margins 
In 2002, Huntington bought Newport News Shipbuilding 

for $2.6 billion after winning a takeover battle against General 
Dynamics Corp. Northrop had acquired the Ingalls shipyard in 
Mississippi and the Avondale yard in Louisiana when it 
bought Litton Industries in 2001 for $5.1 billion. 

The shipbuilding industry’s slim profit margins prompted 
Northrop to decide to spin off the company, now the largest 
builder of U.S. Navy surface ships, Walton said. 

Historically, “the return on assets isn’t good” in 
shipbuilding and “that was a focus for Northrop to improve” 
Walton said. Over the past decade “the shipbuilding business 
at Northrop has had two fits of euphoria and collapse.” 

Still, Huntington Ingalls shares are up 16 percent this 
year, compared with a gain of 1 percent in the S&P 500 
Aerospace and Defense Index. 

Investors view the shipbuilder as less susceptible to 
“spending volatility” than defense companies with shorter-
term contracts, Walton said. 

Huntington Ingalls executives say multi-year contracts 
insulate the company for as long as five years. 

“Whether you are in a sequestered environment or not, the 
nation needs the Navy,” and “the Navy needs aircraft 
carriers,” CEO Mike Petters said in an interview in his office 
overlooking the 550-acre shipyard on the James River. 

While Petters expresses confidence, Howard “Buck” 
McKeon, the California Republican who is chairman of the 
House Armed Services Committee, says sequestration would 
require the Pentagon to “go down every line item and cut 8 or 
10 percent.” The higher percentage would apply if Obama 
exempts military pay from the reductions. 

Virginia Representative Rob Wittman said Huntington 
Ingalls representatives have told him that an across-the-board 
cut of 8 percent to 10 percent would be problematic for the 
shipbuilding industry. 

A Republican whose district near Newport News is home 
to many other defense contractors, Wittman says he hears 
from companies “on a daily basis.” 

The House-passed defense authorization measure would 
stretch out funding of the next carrier, the USS John F. 

Kennedy, to six years from five. Obama’s proposed 2013 
budget includes money for planning and advanced 
procurement of materials for the Kennedy. It also seeks to 
lengthen the construction period by two years. 

Any delay in the start of the Kennedy’s construction 
imposed by sequestration would be damaging, Mulherin said. 

“When I finish Ford I don’t want to let those people go,” 
he said. “You have thousands and thousands of fully capable 
shipbuilders ready to go build the Kennedy” so “if I don’t 
have work for them it’s just wrong.” 

Theodore Roosevelt 
At Newport News, more than 3,000 welders, pipe fitters, 

electricians and other specialists in shipbuilding trades work 
shifts around the clock five days a week to construct the USS 
Gerald Ford. Another 3,000 shipbuilders are completing the 
overhaul of the USS Theodore Roosevelt, in port for nuclear 
refueling halfway through its 50-year service life. It was 
outfitted with a new mast, complete with the Navy’s state-of-
the-art electronic communications and radar gear. 

Newport News also is preparing for the February arrival 
of the USS Abraham Lincoln, the next carrier due for nuclear 
refueling. The company is under contract to plan the Lincoln’s 
overhaul and hasn’t signed the execution agreement. 

Mulherin said he’s confident the Pentagon will go ahead 
with the Lincoln’s overhaul even if sequestration happens 
because “the Navy just won’t let one of these things sit pier 
side with two reactors on board without an intended function.” 
The Lincoln “can’t keep operating, it’s out of gas, so 
something has to be done.” 

Democratic Representative Bennie Thompson of 
Mississippi said he hears frequently from Huntington Ingalls, 
which employs 11,000 people at its Pascagoula yard. 
Company representatives want to talk about what would 
happen if funds “anticipated for certain programs are no 
longer available,” he said. 

Republicans and Democrats in Congress are split over 
how to handle the automatic cuts. Obama and Democrats 
insist on keeping the sequestration trigger to require Congress 
to agree on spending cuts and tax increases to reduce the long-
term debt. 

To spare defense, the Republican-run House passed 
legislation to cut $310 billion from domestic spending, 
including food stamps and benefits for federal workers. The 
measure probably won’t advance in the Democratic-controlled 
Senate. 

Like most lawmakers, McKeon said he doesn’t expect the 
tax and spending issues to be addressed until after the 
November election, setting the stage for the defense lobbying 
effort to reach full force in the so-called lame-duck session 
late this year. 

Virginia Democrat Bobby Scott, whose district includes 
Newport News, said he wouldn’t cut other spending to avoid 
defense cutbacks so Republicans can preserve the income tax 
cuts. “Let the tax cuts expire,” he said. 
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24. All Eyes To SAC On Embattled Global Hawk Drone 
(DEFENSE DAILY 12 JUN 12) ... Emelie Rutherford 

Defense budget watchers are waiting to see how Senate 
appropriators weigh in on the Pentagon's controversial move 
to cancel a variant of the Global Hawk drone aircraft. 

The Senate Appropriations Defense subcommittee (SAC-
D), the last of the four congressional defense panels to weigh 
in on the fiscal year 2013 Pentagon budget, will hold the final 
FY '13 posture hearing with Defense Secretary Leon Panetta 
and Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Army Gen. Martin 
Dempsey tomorrow. The Pentagon's proposal to cancel the 
Northrop Grumman Global Hawk Block 30 unmanned aircraft 
has been a point of contention in other budget hearings on 
Capitol Hill this year. 

The Pentagon wants to end the Global Hawk Block 30 
unmanned reconnaissance aircraft program and also mothball 
18 copies of the drones already built or being produced. 
Pentagon officials maintain the Block 30 variant of the multi-
version aircraft will rise in the coming years and they can save 
money by extending their use of the somewhat-comparable 
but aging manned U-2 spy plane. 

Observers expect the SAC-D, which is chaired by full 
Senate Appropriations Committee (SAC) Chairman Sen. 
Daniel Inouye (D-Hawaii), to support the aircraft program 
above the Pentagon's request. Even if the Senate appropriators 
do not come to the aid of Northrop Grumman, though, they 
will likely have to negotiate with their counterparts in the 
House on the aircraft effort's existence. 

The version of the FY '13 defense appropriations bill the 
House Appropriations Committee (HAC) approved May 17 
calls for adding $278 million in funding for the Global Hawk 
Block 30, and directs the Air Force to buy the aircraft not only 

in FY '13 but also to follow-through with the purchased of 
three funded yet not procured in FY '12. The committee's 
report on the bill says it "does not concur with the Air Force's 
proposal to retire the Global Hawk Block 30." The HAC says 
it wants more examination of the Pentagon's "abrupt reversal" 
on the relative merits of the Global Hawk Block 30 and the U-
2, questions the Air Force's stance that the U-2 is more cost-
effective than the Global Hawk, and says it wants more 
information on divesting the drone fleet. 

The panel directs the Air Force to submit a detailed report 
to lawmakers on canceling the Global Hawk variant that 
includes an examination of converting the Block 30 drones to 
be used by the Navy for its Broad Area Maritime Surveillance 
(BAMS) program. 

The Pentagon policy-setting committees, meanwhile, 
have both weighed in on the embattled Global Hawk program. 
The version of the FY '13 defense authorization bill the House 
passed May 18, crafted by the House Armed Services 
Committee (HASC), adds $263 million to the Pentagon's 
budget to continue the drone program. The HASC's report on 
the bill requires the Air Force secretary "to take all actions 
necessary to maintain RQ-4 Block 30 Global Hawk 
operational capability through December 31, 2014." 

The Senate Armed Services Committee (SASC), 
meanwhile, calls in its report on the FY '13 defense 
authorization bill for the Pentagon to brief lawmakers before 
August on the impact of Global Hawk Block 30 termination. 
The Senate has not yet debated that legislation, which the 
SASC approved May 24. 
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25. Boeing Is “Very Close” To Competitive UCLASS Design 
(FLIGHT GLOBAL 11 JUN 12) ... Dave Majumdar 

WASHINGTON, D.C. -- Boeing is "very close" to having 
what it considers to be a competitive design for the U.S. 
Navy's unmanned carrier launched surveillance and strike 
(UCLASS) aircraft programme, a top company official says. 

The USN has not yet issued a request for proposal, but 
Chris Chadwick, president of Boeing's military aircraft 
division, says the company has a good idea of what the 
service's requirements might be. He says Boeing expects a 
solicitation later this summer. 

Chadwick says that Boeing has learned from its X-
45C/Phantom Ray design and from F/A-18 unmanned 
demonstration efforts. 

"It's not a warmed-over X-45, but it has really learned 
from the X-45 and X-47 and the other unmanned products that 
we have," he says. 

Chadwick says Boeing has learned a lot from observing 
the Northrop Grumman X-47B Unmanned Combat Aircraft 
System-Demonstrator. 

"All of that is flowing into what our design is," Chadwick 
says. 

Earlier in March, Charlie Nava, the USN's UCLASS 
programme manager, said that the technology from the X-
47B--which includes government-owned hardware, software 
and aircraft-ship interfaces--will be harvested for the UCLASS 
effort. Nava said that the service would allow all potential 
contractors access to that information. 

According to Nava, the USN aims to have the UCLASS 
in limited service or at least in operational assessment by 
2020. 

Chadwick says Boeing's greatest advantage in designing 
is an unmanned carrier aircraft actually comes from the 
company's decades of experience in developing shipboard 
platforms. 

"It's got to be able to land. It would be nice if the hook 
caught the cable," he says. "We've been living off the deck for 
30 years, so that is a big piece of this." 

Boeing is also working to reduce the number of the 
people it takes to operate an unmanned aircraft. 
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BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
26. Portland Fleet Week Concludes 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 11 JUN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Scott A. McCall, Navy Public Affairs Support 
Element West, Det. Northwest 

PORTLAND, Ore. -- Portland Rose Festival Fleet Week 
concluded as three Navy ships departed Tom McCall 
Waterfront Park in Portland, Ore., June 11. 

Guided-missile destroyers USS Dewey (DDG 105) and 
USS William P. Lawrence (DDG 110), along with guided-
missile frigate USS Ingraham (FFG 61) participated in Fleet 
Week activities June 7-10. 

"I have never been to any city in any state that has been 
more patriotic than this place," said Hospital Corpsman 1st 
Class (SW/FMF) Jodie Coffin. "I'm from the Southeast, and I 
come from a very patriotic family, but here it seems like one 
huge family. I can go out in town, have a nice dinner and 
people will pay for my dinner, or they'll hug me, or they'll kiss 
me and say thank you for you're service," said Coffin. "It 
chokes me up to know that this place is so patriotic that I'm 
proud to serve in the Navy because of people like this." 

During the week, the three ships held public tours hosting 
more than 5,000 visitors during the fleet week celebration. The 

guests had the opportunity to meet Sailors, learn about the 
ship's capabilities and role in the Navy's mission. 

Coffin said more people have participated in tours of 
destroyers and frigates during Rose Festival's Fleet Week than 
she has ever seen. 

Lorie Brunney, from Battleground, Wash., participated in 
a tour aboard the William P. Lawrence and said it is great that 
the Navy allows the public to tour the ships. 

"I think it was very informational," said Brunney. "To me, 
it's important to educate the public about what the military 
really does." 

Throughout the week Sailors participated in Rose Festival 
activities such as the Grand Floral Parade, which showcased 
various groups and organizations from the surrounding area. 
Sailors were also treated to a free barbecue at Portland 
American Legion Post 1, participated in a softball tournament, 
and experienced Portland, the City of Roses. 

Four U.S. Coast Guard vessels and a ship from the Royal 
Canadian navy also participated in the festival's activities. 
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27. Navy Week Brings Attention To Reserve Center 
(KELO CBS SIOUX FALLS (SD) 11 JUN 12) ... Lindsey Branwall 

SIOUX FALLS, SD - You may have seen a U.S. Navy 
member on Memorial Day or at a recent Sioux Falls Pheasants 
game, but many don't realize there's a Navy Reserve Support 
Center in Sioux Falls. 

On Northview Avenue at the edge of Sioux Falls, you'll 
find South Dakota's Navy Reserve training on the gravel and 
grass of the Navy Operational Support Center. 

"A lot of people are familiar with the Army because 
there's Army Guard everywhere, and they kind of go, 'there's a 
Navy Reserve center?'” Hospital Corpsman Petty Officer 1st 
Class Jerry Axcom said. 

But they're here. The Navy hosts full-time staff and you'll 
see the reserves once a month. 

"The more that we practice in places like this, when we do 
get overseas and your life depends on it, it's just muscle 
memory,” Axcom said. 

"They are citizen Sailors. They do have a full-time life 
here in the community,” Commanding Officer Tom Simpson 
said. 

The Reserve men and women at the Sioux Falls center 
hope you'll recognize them as civilians too. 

“Having a family here and they don't really understand 
that when it's time to go, it's time to go. We're reserve, so it's 
not everyday life,” Axcom said. 

They’re just happy they can serve their country at home. 
"I grew up around this area and I think being around 

family and friends, people you grew up with, same values as 
you, that’s really nice,” Petty Officer 2nd Class Orin Johnson 
said. 

One way those in blue camouflage plan to make 
themselves more familiar with the public is through Navy 
Week this July. 

"This year the Navy wanted to figure out a way to 
commemorate the War of 1812. So they decided that 
anywhere the Navy Blue Angels were scheduled to perform, 
they would tie in a Navy Week. 

The Blue Angels are making an appearance at the Sioux 
Falls Airshow July 21 and 22, bringing Navy Week to the 
town for the first time. 

Navy Week is being held from July 19 through July 28. 
Final details and events are still being ironed out, but once 
they are, you'll be able to find the itinerary on our 
KELOLAND Events Page. 

View Clip (RT: 1:45) 
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28. Navy Surgeon General Hosts Workshop To Explore Future Of Military Healthcare 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 11 JUN 12) ... Navy Bureau of Medicine and Surgery Public Affairs 

ALEXANDRIA, Va. -- The top military and civilian 
healthcare executives in the Navy met June 7-8 to chart the 
course in the future of military healthcare for the U.S. Navy, 
Marine Corps and their families. 

The two-day workshop was led by Navy Surgeon General 
Vice Adm. Matthew L. Nathan at the Center of Naval 

Analyses at the Mark Center here with the goal of setting a 
course for the future of healthcare for the naval forces beyond 
the current conflicts. 

"We live in dynamic times," said Nathan. "We must 
concentrate on bringing more value and jointness while 
maintaining the high state of medical readiness for our naval 
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forces that our nation demands. When the world dials 9-1-1, it 
is not to make an appointment." 

In an effort to meet that call today and into the future, the 
military and civilian executive leadership of Navy Medicine 
explored the challenges and opportunities facing military 
healthcare in an era of greater fiscal constraints and strategic 
change. 

The goal of the meeting was to set strategic priorities and 
goals for Navy Medicine to meet in the next 5-10 years. The 
vision of the Naval medical community is to bring value-based 
healthcare to all aspects of the nation's maritime forces, 
ensuring first-rate medical readiness for globally dispersed 
naval forces and creating an enterprise-wide emphasis on 
jointness. 

"It is often difficult to define what "jointness" really 
means," said Rear Adm. Bob Kiser, commander, Military 
Education and Training Campus. "This is the perfect time to 
have this discussion and show that using the term "jointness" 
is not just lip service from Navy Medicine. Our leaders are 
ready to make our mark on this issue, open the doors and 
commit to rethinking and really engaging on how to achieve 
this." 

Nathan emphasized the need for Navy Medicine leaders 
to come together and create a common vision. 

"We need to harvest your expertise and I expect you all to 
work together as we work on the central themes of value, 
jointness and readiness," said Nathan. "But as you do this, 
always remember Navy Medicine is about so much more than 

just that. We need to be constantly asking ourselves the tough 
questions. How are we going to position ourselves to continue 
to meet the needs of our warfighters? The only way we're 
going to do that is by focusing on synergy, alignment and 
keeping our eyes on the environment we're operating in." 

In an effort to meet these goals, senior leaders were 
divided into individual goal teams with specific timelines and 
clear objectives to developing strategies to achieve success in 
the key focus areas identified. 

"So often you leave these senior level meetings having 
had great discussions and a true meeting of the minds, but not 
much else," said Rear Adm. Valentin, commander, Navy 
Medicine Support Command. "What is so different about this 
meeting and what I believe will act as a critical change 
catalyst for Navy Medicine is that the Surgeon General has 
assigned us homework with clear guidelines and together we 
will be engaging in our goal teams and will have aligned, 
measurable proposals in place by the next time we come 
together." 

The leadership will reconvene this fall to brief the plans 
and solidify the way forward. 

"This meeting has been a tremendous leap forward in 
positioning ourselves to meet emerging challenges that may 
await us over the horizon," said Joe Marshall, deputy chief of 
the Bureau of Medicine and Surgery for resource 
management. "This plan will be far-reaching but includes 
engagement down to the deck plate level. We are definitely on 
the high road with this strategy-to-task approach." 
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29. Military Leaders In Energy Programs To Speak At Enviromental Summit 
(FAYETTEVILLE (NC) OBSERVER 12 JUN 12) ... Matt Leclercq 

Military leaders in environment and energy programs will 
speak in Fayetteville on Wednesday during the third-annual 
North Carolina Federal Environmental Symposium at the 
Holiday Inn Bordeaux & Conference Center. 

The deputy assistant secretary of the Army for energy and 
sustainability, Richard G. Kidd IV, is scheduled to speak, 
along with officials from other branches who oversee energy 
issues. 

The statewide symposium, co-hosted by Sens. Richard 
Burr and Kay Hagan and the N.C. Military Business Center, 
focuses on helping installations and federal agencies meet 
required sustainability benchmarks while creating business 
opportunities in North Carolina. 

Up to 350 industry and government representatives will 
participate in discussions of Defense Department and 
installation initiatives, future requirements and industry 
recommendations. 

The event includes an expo of North Carolina businesses 
in the environmental and energy marketplace. 

"I believe that this symposium will engage the largest 
number of senior federal energy and environmental officials 
ever in direct discussions with North Carolina businesses," 

said Scott Dorney, executive director of the Military Business 
Center, in a statement. "Businesses in the energy and 
environmental sector should not miss this unique opportunity 
to develop their military and federal business and to grow jobs 
here in North Carolina." 

Interactive forums will delve into the Pentagon's Strategic 
Sustainability Performance Plan; the net zero initiatives for 
energy, water and waste; and business opportunities. 

Other speakers include Tad Davis, chief executive officer 
of the Army Reserve Command; William F. Tayler, director of 
shore energy with the office of the deputy assistant secretary 
of the Navy (Energy); Megan McCluer of the office of the 
deputy assistant secretary of the Air Force (Energy); Shyam 
Reddy, regional administrator, Southeast Sunbelt Region, 
General Services Administration; and representatives from 
Fort Bragg, Camp Lejeune, Cherry Point, New River, 
Seymour Johnson Air Force Base, N.C. National Guard, Shaw 
Air Force Base, Fort Jackson, S.C., U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers and the Naval Facilities Engineering Command. 

Registration includes a full program, breakfast, buffet 
lunch and access to the expo and event materials. 
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30. Navy’s STARBASE-Atlantis Offers Free Summer Academies 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 11 JUN 12) ... Ed Barker, Naval Education and Training Command Public Affairs 

PENSACOLA, Fla. -- The STARBASE-Atlantis 
programs at Navy bases around the country offer free summer 
Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM) 

academies to elementary school-age children in areas near 
most major naval installations. 
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Classes begin in early June and continue through August 
in most locations. 

Many of the summer programs offer two levels of 
STARBASE-Atlantis. Level one is open to elementary-age 
students who have not already attended the academy. Level 
two is a more advanced program for those who have 
previously participated in the level one program through their 
school or during the summer program. Both levels include 
several days of fun educational activities. Students that are 
new to the program, as well as veterans of STARBASE-
Atlantis are encouraged to apply. 

"This is an outstanding opportunity for kids to experience 
a hands-on STEM experience and broaden their science 
knowledge during the summer," said Henry Giles, the Navy's 
STARBASE-Atlantis and community outreach program 
manager at the Naval Education and Training Command 
(NETC). "Priority is given to children of military members 
and employees of area military installations, but the academies 
are open to all elementary-age (grades 4-6) children. We have 
lots of home-schooled kids join us for the summer programs." 

STARBASE-Atlantis is a Navy community outreach 
program managed by NETC and operates 15 academies at 
naval installations around the United States. A part of the 

Department of Defense Starbase youth program, STARBASE-
Atlantis offers students an opportunity to participate in a 
variety of learning experiences designed to increase 
knowledge and interest in STEM subjects. 

"The STARBASE curriculum has been strengthened with 
STEM lesson plans that now include chemistry," said Donna 
Eichling, director of the STARBASE-Atlantis academies on 
board Naval Air Station (NAS) Pensacola and NAS Whiting 
Field, Fla. "The programs deliver dynamic, participation-
based activities including advanced engineering activities that 
culminate with the launch of model rockets built by the 
students. The STARBASE experiences really resonate with 
kids." 

Bases that offer the STARBASE-Atlantis summer 
programs are: NAS Pensacola and NAS Whiting Field, Fla.; 
NAS Meridian and Naval Construction Training Center, 
Gulfport, Miss.; NAS Corpus Christi, Texas, Naval Training 
Center Great Lakes, Ill.; NAS Patuxent River, Md.; NAS 
Naval Station Norfolk, Va.; Naval Station Pearl Harbor, 
Hawaii; Naval Operational Support Center Pittsburgh, Penn.; 
Naval Station San Diego, Calif.; and the Washington Navy 
Yard, D.C. 
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31. Japanese City Balks At U.S. Aircraft Deployment 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 12 JUN 12) ... Eric Talmadge 

TOKYO -- Safety concerns after a recent crash have put 
plans to briefly deploy the U.S. Osprey aircraft to a Japanese 
city on hold, officials said Tuesday. 

Opposition to the plan to temporarily base the helicopter-
like planes in the city of Iwakuni has been rising since the 
fatal crash in April left two Marines dead in Morocco. 

Japan's defense minister said Tuesday he may go to the 
city of Iwakuni to persuade local officials to accept the 
temporary deployment. But after meeting with ministry 
officials on Monday Iwakuni's mayor said he needs more 
assurances that the aircraft is safe. 

The U.S. military wants to replace aging helicopters on 
the island of Okinawa with the Osprey after bringing them to 
Iwakuni for about two weeks later this year for assembly and 
testing. Local approval is not essential for the project to go 
ahead, but Japan's central government prefers to have the 
support of local officials. 

The $70 million Osprey is the U.S. military's latest-
generation transport aircraft. 

It combines airplane-like wings with rotors that allow it to 
take off and land like a helicopter. Its engines roll forward in 
flight, allowing it to fly faster than a standard helicopter. 

The Osprey program was nearly scrapped after a history 
of mechanical failures and two test crashes that killed 23 
Marines in 2000. But development continued, and the aircraft 
have been deployed to Iraq. 

While the General Accounting Office questioned the 
Osprey's performance in a report last year, the Marine Corps 
has called it effective. 

An Air Force version of the aircraft crashed in 
Afghanistan in April 2010, killing three service members and 
one civilian contractor. 

The United States has about 50,000 troops based 
throughout Japan, with most of them on Okinawa. 

Opponents of the bases often complain of the danger of 
accidents involving local residents, and some have complained 
about the impending arrival of the Osprey. 
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NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
32. Companies Wrestle With Hiring Veterans 
Hiring Veterans Is Good Business, Study Reports 
(USA TODAY 11 JUN 12) ... Gregg Zoroya 

Most companies canvassed in a study published Monday 
say it's good business to hire veterans because of their 
leadership and teamwork skills, but some negative perceptions 
about veterans persist among business leaders. 

Company executives say they sometimes struggle to 
understand the skills an infantryman could bring to a civilian 
job, for example. And some cite a fear that many veterans 

might suffer from post-traumatic stress, according to the study 
released by the Center for a New American Security, a non-
partisan group that studies defense policies. 

The study involved in-depth interviews with 87 business 
leaders representing 69 companies. 
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It offered both good and bad news for Iraq and 
Afghanistan veterans, of whom an estimated 263,000 were 
jobless in May, according to the Bureau of Labor Statistics. 

Their unemployment rate was 12.7%, slightly higher than 
for the same month of 2011. Among 18- to 24-year-old 
veterans, nearly one in four were out of work in May, a higher 
rate than for their civilian peers. 

Persistent high unemployment among these new combat 
veterans has led to a raft of federal initiatives — tax incentives 
for employers and retraining programs and job preparation 
courses for veterans — to help integrate them into the 
workforce. 

The Center for a New American Security study found that 
nearly 30% of companies hire veterans because it's the "right 
thing to do." But the majority are driven by what is best for 
their bottom line, the study says. 

Fully 70% said veterans had leadership skills, purpose, 
direction and motivation that made them attractive job-

seekers. About half the executives said they were impressed 
with veterans' character — trustworthiness, dependability, 
integrity and maturity. 

On the downside, company executives say they have a 
hard time translating what they see in someone's military 
résumé into skills a company can use. 

The study recommends that the Pentagon and Labor 
Department do a better job helping new veterans explain the 
skills they acquired in the military. Those include abilities to 
plan and execute tasks under stress and respond to unforeseen 
problems, and being safety-minded. 

John Garcia, a deputy assistant secretary for the 
Department of Veterans Affairs, says the VA launched a 
program in January to help veterans recast their résumés to 
highlight acquired skills. 

Between 50% and 60% of employers say there are 
negative stereotypes about veterans, including concerns about 
post-traumatic stress. 
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33. Employers: Hiring Vets Has Advantages, Risks 
(NAVY TIMES 11 JUN 12) ... Andrew Tilghman 

Many private-sector employers are eager to hire today’s 
veterans, citing attributes like leadership skills, character and 
good discipline, according to a recent study. 

But businesses are also reluctant to hire veterans for 
several reasons, including a fear of mental health problems or 
the risk that the veteran could be called up for future 
deployments, according to an extensive survey of businesses 
conducted by the Center for a New American Security. 

The study highlights the complex challenges that young 
veterans face when making the transition into the civilian 
workplace. 

Government data shows that young veterans ages 22 to 24 
have, on average, an unemployment rate 3 percentage points 
higher than their civilian counterparts; in 2009, the rate for 
that group soared above 20 percent, the study said. 

The CNAS research team interviewed people from 69 
companies about their perceptions of veteran job applicants. 
More than 70 percent said they wanted to hire veterans 
because they have good leadership and teamwork skills. About 
50 percent cited character as a good reason to hire a veteran. 

Nearly 30 percent said hiring veterans is the “right thing” 
to do, and more than 10 percent said hiring veterans garners 
good publicity for their firm. 

However, the majority of those employers also cited a 
range of reason for not hiring veterans. The problem that 
employers cited most often was “skill translation,” where 
employers who do not know much about the military — its 
force structure, career fields and acronyms — have trouble 
understanding exactly what kinds of experience veterans have. 

More than 50 percent of employers said former troops 
may struggle against a “negative stereotype” that includes 
potential post-traumatic stress disorder, the study said. 

More than 30 percent of employers cited potential future 
deployments, especially among troops who continue to serve 
in the reserve components, as a reason for potentially rejecting 
veteran job applicants. 

Employer’s perceptions can vary depending on the type of 
company. For example, structure and discipline can be a 
valued attribute for some companies, but not for others. 

“If you look at a company that emphasizes compliance of 
process, or has issues of physical safety in their workplace, 
they love veterans because veterans follow step-by-step 
procedures very precisely,” said Margaret Harrell, a senior 
fellow at CNAS and one of the authors of the report. “The flip 
side of that is the perception that veterans are too rigid and 
might lack creativity.” 
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34. Israeli President's Medal Of Freedom May Revive Pollard Spy Case 
(LOS ANGELES TIMES 11 JUN 12) ... Batsheva Sobelman 

JERUSALEM — President Obama's decision to award 
Israeli President Shimon Peres the Presidential Medal of 
Freedom is being viewed here as the latest opportunity to ask 
Washington for the release of convicted spy Jonathan Pollard 
from prison in the U.S. 

Pollard was a civilian intelligence analyst with the U.S. 
Navy found guilty in the 1980s of passing classified 
information to Israel and sentenced to life in prison. For 
several years, Israel did not acknowledge that Pollard had 
spied, but in 1995, he was granted Israeli citizenship during 
Benjamin Netanyahu's first stint as prime minister. 

Peres, receiving the medal this week, is expected to renew 
the request for Pollard's release. Israel has asked several times 
before, most recently in a personal letter from Peres. The 
White House rejected the request. 

Netanyahu — whose request two years ago was also 
rejected — had almost secured Pollard's release from 
President Clinton in 1998. But Clinton reportedly changed his 
mind after CIA director George Tenet threatened to resign. 

Last year, Vice President Joe Biden told a group of 
American rabbis that Pollard would be released "over his dead 
body." 
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Some in Israel have questioned why objections to 
Pollard's release remain so fierce after nearly three decades, 
particularly because he spied for a friendly government. In a 
radio interview Monday, former Israeli Ambassador to the 
U.S.Itamar Rabinowitz said that Israeli pressure has always 
met with a "tremendous counter-pressure" coming from senior 
legal and intelligence circles in America, who say that Pollard 
caused extensive intelligence damage. 

The Americans also hold a "suspicion that Pollard was not 
alone, and there were others and that despite its promise, Israel 
did not reveal all its cards to the U.S. on this and similar 
issues," Rabinowitz said. 

According to Rabinowitz, who served as ambassador to 
the U.S. in the 1990s, Israeli officials were made to understand 
this remained a suspicion, although it was never formally 
alleged. 

Rabinowitz said releasing Pollard would take strength on 
the part of an American president to overcome the pressure of 
the two lobbies. 

In April, Deputy Foreign Minister Danny Ayalon publicly 
claimed that high-level CIA officials believe Pollard had an 
accomplice. But Ayalon, himself a former ambassador to the 
U.S., called the suspicions "baseless" and said there was "not a 
shred of evidence" to support them. 
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35. HMS Bounty Invades Annapolis 
(ANNAPOLIS CAPITAL GAZETTE 11 JUN 12) ... Elisha Sauers 

The HMS Bounty, a replica of the British Royal Navy 
ship involved in the 1789 mutiny in Tahiti, will take anchor in 
Annapolis’ harbor this week. 

The ship, complete with two 20-foot gangplanks and four 
carriage cannons, will sail into City Dock at high tide 
Thursday. 

The visit will coincide with the city’s War of 1812 
bicentennial commemoration. It will be open to the public for 
self-guided tours from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Friday through 
Sunday. Admission is $10 for adults, and $5 for seniors, 
military in uniform and children under 7 years old. 

MGM Studios built the Bounty in 1960, solely for the 
filming of “Mutiny on the Bounty” starring Marlon Brando. 

Tracie Simonin of The HMS Bounty Organization LLC 
said Brando takes credit for saving the replica from becoming 
kindling. As part of the mutiny’s story, filmmakers wanted to 
set the ship on fire during a scene. Brando, who was 
mesmerized by the ship, threatened to walk off set if they 
destroyed the seaworthy vessel, Simonin said. 

“They spent $750,000 on a prop they intended to burn,” 
she said. 

Obviously, no one wanted to disappoint Brando. 
Since then the Bounty has continued to star in movies, 

including “Treasure Island” with Charlton Heston, 
“Yellowbeard,” “Pirates of the Caribbean: Dead Man’s 
Chest,” “Oceans” and “The SpongeBob SquarePants Movie.” 

Annapolis Harbormaster Flip Walters speaks of the 
Bounty, a 180-foot ship with a 30-foot beam, as if a celebrity 
were coming to town. Its voyage to Annapolis is a coup for 
local maritime history lovers, Walters said. 

“She’s a movie star,” he said. “This one’s got some 
magnetic appeal.” 

But it won’t be easy reeling the ship with a 13-foot draft 
into Annapolis’ relatively shallow basin. 

“She’s gonna be kissing the bottom on the way in,” 
Walters said. 
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36. Sailor In Iconic Photo Identified As Middletown Man 
(RHODE ISLAND PUBLIC RADIO 11 JUN 12) ... Flo Jonic 

PROVIDENCE, RI -- It's been a mystery for decades. But 
now two Rhode Island authors say they have unlocked the 
identity of the Sailor who kissed a woman dressed in white in 
Times Square on August 14, 1945 - the day the surrender of 
Japan was announced. They've identified the Sailor in the 
iconic photo as a Middletown man. 

When LIFE magazine launched a search for the kissing 
Sailor back in 1980, dozens of men stepped forward, including 
George Mendonsa of Middletown. He was in Times Square 
the day World War II ended. He remembers grabbing a nurse 
for a kiss because he was so grateful for what they had done 
for his wounded buddies. 

"The nurses on the hospital ship went right to work on 
these guys," Mendosa says. "I believe that I have a soft spot 
for nurses." 

Now a book affirms what Mendonsa has always claimed. 
"The Kissing Sailor," by North Kingstown high school teacher 

Lawrence Verria and retired Navy captain George Galdorisi, 
says Mendonsa was the man caught in a moment of passion by 
LIFE photographer Alfred Eisenstaedt. Verria says experts 
examined faces, hairlines, knuckles, noses, arm hair and a 
tattoo before coming to this conclusion. 

"There are markings all over the body which can be 
determined in the photo that also can be determined on George 
Mendonsa," Verria says. "There's also the skull structure of 
the face, the hairline, the size of the hands: numerous things 
that come together that keep piling on that leaves you with no 
alternative but it has to be George Mendonsa." 

The experts consulted for the book also say the woman in 
the picture has long been misidentified as Edith Shain but was, 
in fact, Greta Zimmer who was not a nurse but a dental 
assistant. 

Listen To Audio (RT: 1:23) 

Return to Index 
 
 



 26

OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
37. Weaker Defense Dollars 
Personnel, Ops Edging Out Weapons, Development 
(DEFENSE NEWS 10 JUN 12) ... Clark Murdock, Ryan Crotty and Kelley Sayler 

The White House and Capitol Hill have spent months 
publicly battling over the size of defense cuts, while the 
Defense Department faces a far greater threat from within: the 
prospect of not only fewer defense dollars but also weaker 
defense dollars. 

Most of the current commentary inside the Capital 
Beltway is focused on the $500 billion in sequestration cuts 
that could emerge in January, but it is the escalating cost of 
continuing to do business that has sapped the defense dollar’s 
purchasing power. 

The deepest level of cuts being envisioned, the dreaded 
sequester, only goes half as far as has been seen in every 
previous drawdown this century, including a drop of 43 
percent after the Korean War, 33 percent after the Vietnam 
War and 36 percent following the Cold War. Nonetheless, 
senior Pentagon officials have stridently opposed these cuts, 
invoking epithets ranging from “mindless” and “devastating” 
to “catastrophic.” 

This reaction is likely due to the fact that the defense 
budget is being hollowed out by internal cost inflation. The 
defense budget is $300 billion larger than it was in 2001, and 
yet there are fewer dollars available today for buying weapons 
and fielding new capabilities. Indeed, increasing personnel, 
operations and acquisition costs have combined to form a 
three-headed monster that is eating away at the foundation of 
U.S. military superiority. 

Personnel and operating costs have always made up the 
largest portion of the budget, but they have recently ballooned 
to 70 percent of the total budget and are squeezing out the 
accounts that pay for new hardware and the development of 
the next generation of systems. If personnel costs are allowed 
to continue to grow at their current rate, they will, as Todd 
Harrison of the Center for Strategic and Budgetary 
Assessments has observed, “consume the entire defense 
budget by FY2039.” 

Similarly, the Congressional Budget Office reports that 
operating costs per active-duty soldier have nearly quadrupled 
since 1980, and doubled since 2001 alone. The cost inflation 
within these two accounts has a cumulative effect that 
significantly weakens the defense dollar by reducing the 
amount of military capability that can be acquired per dollar. 

The Government Accountability Office has tracked the 
escalating costs of major weapon programs for years and 
concluded in its most recent estimate in 2012 that these costs 

are increasing by as much as 5 percent per year. Total costs for 
the Pentagon’s new Joint Strike Fighter, the most expensive 
weapon system in history, are projected to surpass $1.5 
trillion, a 9 percent increase in just one year. 

Not only are our nation’s defense dollars now buying 
fewer capabilities, but those capabilities are arriving over cost 
and behind schedule. 

The Defense Department is clearly aware that it has a 
problem. As its own 2012 budget white paper notes, “military 
personnel costs have doubled since 2001 … while the number 
of full-time military personnel, including activated reserves, 
increased by only eight percent during the same period.” 

But while the Pentagon has attempted to address this 
problem in its recent budget proposal by increasing health care 
fees and limiting future pay raises, it has not gone nearly far 
enough. Even so, Congress is likely to attempt to undo such 
reforms. 

The Defense Department also is aware of the issues 
confronting its operations and acquisitions accounts, as earlier 
this year the Pentagon’s acting head of acquisitions, Frank 
Kendall, denounced the strategy for production of the Joint 
Strike Fighter as “acquisition malpractice.” 

Ultimately, it is impossible to predict precisely how deep 
the long-term defense cuts will be. The looming threat of 
sequester cuts failed to produce a supercommittee deal in late 
2011, and is likely to similarly fail to produce a grand bargain 
in 2012, as a lame-duck Congress, paralyzed by the prospect 
of more than $6 trillion in sequestration and expiring tax cuts, 
kicks the can to the next Congress. 

And while the total reduction to the defense budget top 
line might only be the 17 percent enacted by the budget caps 
and the sequester, it will feel much deeper to the Pentagon 
because of the reduced purchasing power of the defense 
dollar. 

As the Defense Department, the White House and 
Congress snipe back and forth, playing toward a political 
endgame, the deeper issues affecting the strength of the 
defense dollar get lost in the wash. The time for playing games 
has long passed. 

Clark Murdock is senior adviser and director, Project on 
Nuclear Issues; Kelley Sayler, research associate for the 
Defense and National Security Group; and Ryan Crotty, 
research associate for the Defense Industrial Initiatives Group 
of the Center for Strategic and International Studies. 
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38. A Cold Shoulder From India 
The U.S. should consider adding some sticks to the carrot buffet. 
(LOS ANGELES TIMES 12 JUN 12) ... Jonathan E. Hillman 

There's a party in the Asia Pacific, and the United States 
wants India to be its date. As U.S. foreign policy "pivots" 
away from the Middle East and Europe and toward Asia, U.S. 
officials are doing everything they can to cozy up to the nation 
that Mark Twain once called "the cradle of the human race." 

America's courtship -- a bipartisan effort -- has included 
the great-power equivalent of sending flowers (civil nuclear 

technology under George W. Bush), chocolates (more than $8 
billion in U.S. arms during the last decade) and love letters 
(India is the only state deemed a "strategic partner" in the 
Pentagon's most recent strategy review). 

The flirting has lasted so long that U.S. officials are 
starting to recycle old pickup lines. Quoting former President 
Clinton, Defense Secretary Leon E. Panetta said while visiting 
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New Delhi last week: "India and America are natural allies, 
two nations conceived in liberty, each finding strength in its 
diversity, each seeing in the other a reflection of its own 
aspiration for a more humane and just world." 

The attraction is undeniable. India is the world's largest 
democracy, a rising economic power and a potential 
counterweight to Chinese influence in Asia. There's only one 
problem with America's entreaties: India is nowhere near 
saying yes. 

Before Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton sits 
down with Indian External Affairs Minister S.M. Krishna on 
Wednesday in Washington for the third meeting of the U.S.-
India Strategic Dialogue, U.S. officials would be wise to take 
a hard look at the outcome of past overtures. 

In our zeal to improve relations with India, we've 
undermined our own nuclear nonproliferation efforts. Giving 
India nuclear technology without making it a party to the 
nonproliferation treaty created a double standard that 
encourages a dangerous, alternative path for aspiring nuclear 
powers. In April, for example, as U.S. officials were warning 
North Korea against its planned missile launch and criticizing 
Iran for its lack of transparency, India launched its own long-
range, nuclear-capable missile. 

As India's nuclear capabilities grow, so does Pakistan's 
paranoia. In response to India's April test, Pakistan launched 
its own nuclear-capable missile six days later and has since 
conducted four more tests. Worried about falling behind India 
in nuclear arms, Pakistan is racing toward the completion of 
its fourth nuclear reactor and has doubled the size of its 
nuclear arsenal since 2006, according to estimates by the 
Federation of American Scientists and the Institute for Science 
and International Security. 

India has also made a habit of abandoning the United 
States at the international altar. In 2011, the year after 
President Obama announced support for giving India a 
permanent seat on the U.N. Security Council, India voted with 
the U.S. only about 33% of the time in the United Nations 
General Assembly. In its temporary seat on the U.N. Security 
Council, India often sides with Russia and China, who dismiss 

international efforts to protect human rights as meddling in 
other nations' domestic affairs. 

To be sure, the United States and India have made 
progress on a number of strategic fronts, expanding joint 
military exercises and exchanges, for example. But overall, 
relations consistently fall short of the warm-and-fuzzy rhetoric 
that U.S. leaders of all political stripes have grown accustom 
to voicing. 

Rather than continue their charm offensive, U.S. officials 
should push India to articulate its view of the U.S.-India 
partnership and India's larger role in the international 
community. The South Asian power has expressed its intent to 
become a leading global power, but it has shied from 
assuming responsibilities that come with the territory. 

Getting a clearer picture of India's intentions will allow 
U.S. officials to recalibrate expectations about where the 
relationship stands and where it is heading. Like the 
overhyped "reset" in relations with Russia, unrealistic 
expectations about U.S. relations with India only make it 
harder to manage tensions when they arise. India is not Russia, 
of course, but neither is it a traditional ally like Britain, and 
when it comes to the Asia Pacific, it's also not Australia, Japan 
or South Korea. 

If necessary, U.S. officials should also consider 
introducing some sticks into what has largely been a carrot 
buffet of diplomacy. The United States has significant 
leverage on a number of issues important to India, such as 
sharing aerospace and defense technology. Further U.S. 
assistance in these areas should be contingent upon India's 
support for top U.S. foreign policy priorities such as tightening 
sanctions against Iran and funding and training Afghanistan's 
security forces. 

Approached correctly, India can still become a key ally in 
advancing U.S. strategy in the Asia Pacific. But forging a 
stronger partnership requires first admitting that America's 
love for India remains largely unrequited. 

Jonathan E. Hillman is a research associate at the 
Council on Foreign Relations. 
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39. Hazards of Sea-Land Alliances 
(THE DIPLOMAT 11 JUN 12) ... James R. Holmes 

It's tempting for the U.S. to rely on maritime assets and 
land alliances. But there are advantages to boots on shore. 

Our senior students took the Strategy and Policy final 
examination late last week and acquitted themselves well, as 
usual. One quixotic thing about the U.S. Naval War College is 
that few students or faculty – even mariners who go down to 
the sea in ships – take much interest in the history of the sea, 
let alone in sea-power theory. For a variety of reasons, 
students look at the writings of Alfred Thayer Mahan, the U.S. 
Navy’s intellectual father, much like Superman looked at 
kryptonite. Questions about martial enterprises like 
counterinsurgent warfare are far more popular, probably 
because that’s what the respondents have done for most of 
their careers. Such material has immediate use, especially for 
practical-minded U.S. Army and Marine students. It 
concentrates minds, and understandably so. 

The maritime questions we offer on our exams attract few 
takers. True to form, one question was very lonely this term. It 

asked what strategic difficulties beset sea powers that ally 
themselves with land powers in wartime, and how these 
difficulties might be overcome. While we look to history to 
get some purchase on vexing matters, this question commands 
more than antiquarian interest. Distinguished pundits 
increasingly enjoin the United States to retire to a more 
"offshore" posture, shedding overseas entanglements while 
sparing itself the burdens and hazards such entanglements 
entail. As a corollary, Washington should loosen or terminate 
longstanding alliance commitments. Forced to it, an offshore 
United States would exert power by forming temporary 
coalitions with land powers in embattled theaters. The 
Eurasian rimlands would remain the most likely candidates for 
U.S. military action. Washington should get involved as late in 
the day as possible, letting prospective allies bear most of the 
costs of fighting a would-be "hegemon," or tyrannical power. 

Having shamefully failed to convert a single student to 
the true religion of sea power, let me venture a few thoughts of 
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my own about one of the chief pitfalls of land-sea coalitions – 
that continental states regard maritime states as undependable 
allies. Now, Mahan imbues sea power with romanticism. In 
the Napoleonic Wars, he writes in one of his best turns of a 
phrase, the "far distant, storm-beaten ships" of the Royal 
Navy, "upon which [Napoleon’s] Grand Army never looked, 
stood between it and the dominion of the world." By shielding 
the British Isles from a cross-channel invasion, interdicting 
French shipping, and protecting British merchantmen who 
conveyed raw materials and finished goods hither and yon, the 
Royal Navy kept Great Britain in the fight and prosperous 
enough to fund a series of coalitions with the likes of Prussia, 
Russia, and Austria. Eventually, one coalition held together 
long enough to overcome Napoleon, until then a master 
alliance-breaker. Sea power was the enabler for victory on 
land. 

And Mahan’s right about this. There’s no gainsaying the 
worth of maritime command. Ruling the waves opens up a 
host of possibilities for shaping events on shore, where great 
disputes are ultimately decided. But seafarers perform their 
duties out of sight of land. Their efforts feel abstract to 
soldiers on the ground who fight and bleed. Continental rulers 
tire of seagoing allies’ appearing to free-ride on the labors of 
armies. And there’s something to this perception. In the 18th 
century, for instance, Prussia’s King Frederick the Great 
accepted British subsidies to finance wars against Russia and 
Austria. But, over time, Frederick wearied of acting as the 
"continental sword" of British sea power. In the wars against 
Republican and Napoleonic France, writes University of 
Reading professor Colin Gray, "London was prepared to 
subsidize continental allies; make a modest gesture of support 
on land, command at sea, and secure enemy colonies and 
overseas trading networks; and arrive at the peace conference 
as the organizer and paymaster of victory, economically 
probably strengthened by the conflict." 

In short, Britain wanted to help others in the course of 
helping itself – and reap rewards that would long outlast the 
war. It’s unsurprising that a continental power would take a 
jaundiced view of an ally that joined the cause reluctantly and 
belatedly, and having telegraphed its goal of escaping the 
commitment at the earliest possible moment. If the United 
States withdraws from commitments of decades’ standing and 
makes it known that it will return only to decide the outcome 
of a system-shattering war, its leadership will find it hard to 
rally durable coalitions. Contributing as little as possible to the 
cause, moreover, flouts an iron law of alliance management – 
namely that the power that contributes the most manpower and 
resources earns the dominant say in important decisions. 

Appearing flighty and self-serving, then, is no way to lead 
a coalition. Great Britain ultimately bowed to this logic. It 
ended up sending major expeditionary forces to help 
overthrow Napoleon, the Kaiser, and Hitler. In short, sea 
powers have to go ashore, and be prepared to stay there, and 
convince continental powers of their stalwartness, if they want 
to be considered trustworthy. 

Sure, the United States can revert to exploiting what 
founding father George Washington called its "detached and 
distant situation," which "invites and enables us to pursue a 
different course." It can heed John Quincy Adams’s injunction 
against going abroad in search of monsters to slay. This is 
counsel from wise men. Still, there are opportunity costs to 
pursuing a separate destiny from Asian and European nations 
after decades of exercising world leadership. Leaving may be 
easy; going back will be hard. U.S. leaders and the electorate 
must not make a decision of such moment without careful 
forethought. 

James Holmes is an associate professor of strategy at the 
U.S. Naval War College. 
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40. Women 
Letter to the Editor 
(ANNAPOLIS CAPITAL GAZETTE 11 JUN 12) ... Macushla McCormick Wiedorn, Capt., USNR Ret. 

In a recent letter (The Capital, June 5), LCDR Thomas 
Strother, USN (Ret) asserts that because the first women naval 
officers to be assigned to submarine duty may attend a 
“Submariner’s Welcome” at the White House that 
“Henceforth, and sadly, everything these women do — good 
or bad — will be viewed through jaundiced and or jealous 
eyes…” by their fellow Sailors. 

His statement does a grave injustice to the intelligence 
and the character of “their fellow Sailors.” 

Overwhelmingly, the men and women of the Navy are 
intelligent enough to know that any member of the armed 

forces, regardless of rank or sex, would not refuse the 
invitation of their commander in chief. Moreover, they have 
the character not to judge their shipmates based on some 
incident they did not ask for or precipitate. I can assure 
Strother that these young women, like their male counterparts, 
will ultimately be judged on their competence, their skills, and 
their treatment of their shipmates. 

And how would I know? Because 34 years ago, I was one 
of the first 10 women to be assigned to a ship as regular crew 
— and a couple of years later, the second female officer to 
earn Surface Warfare Qualification. 
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BBLLOOGGSS::  
41. EXCERPTS FROM BLOGS AROUND THE WORLD 
(PUBLISHED 08 – 11 JUN 12) 

 
What is the Littoral Combat Ship in your words, and 

what should LCS be looking to the future? by Christopher 
P. Cavas from Information Dissemination, June 7 

Christopher Cavas is a Journalist at Defense News and 
Navy Times. 

Question: "You have covered the Littoral Combat Ship 
program from inception to present, and know the history of 
the program as well as anyone. You have written a story on 
virtually every newsworthy event related to the Littoral 
Combat Ship from the beginning. You are one of a handful 
of people outside the Navy and Industry who has both a deep 
history and familiarity with the program. Some suggest the 
LCS program should be canceled. Others say the LCS 
program has merit. What is the Littoral Combat Ship in your 
words, and what should LCS be looking to the future?" 

The Littoral Combat Ship is, in a word, a challenge. A 
challenge to understand, a challenge to develop, a challenge to 
build. The program is a challenge to manage, to defend, to get 
to sea. To train for and crew, to support, to maintain. To 
develop mission modules for, to perfect and operate dozens of 
new technologies in those modules, to control those 
technologies in an operational environment. A challenge to 
develop a concept of operations for, to convey to the fleet 
what it should be used for, to keep from being misused. 

For a decade now, the program has struggled to explain 
its purpose. It remains an incomplete story, constantly 
threatened, continually under attack, and desperately anxious 
to prove itself. The challenge to validate the program is 
repeated with every annual budget cycle, inside the Pentagon 
and to Congress. 

The political challenge is constantly repeated as 
lawmakers come and go. Recently, several politicians 
relatively new to the program or to Capitol Hill have called for 
stronger oversight and more government reports. 

But LCS has never suffered from a lack of oversight. 
Questions about the program’s progress were a regular feature 
of every Navy posture hearing beginning in 2004. The House 
Armed Services Committee, particularly Seapower 
subcommittee Rep. Roscoe Bartlett (R-Md.) and his successor 
Rep. Gene Taylor (D-Miss.), routinely held LCS hearings 
featuring not only Navy and industry reps, but all the strongest 
LCS critics, including government oversight experts from the 
Congressional Budget Office, Congressional Research 
Service, and the Government Accountability Office, along 
with a host of think tank witnesses (including Bob Work, then 
a Washington analyst, now, as Navy under secretary, the 
ship’s cheerleader-in-chief). A series of Pentagon oversight 
entities constantly reviewed the program’s purpose and 
performance, usually with strong criticisms and guidance. For 
years, every budget bill report from the House and Senate 
appropriations and armed services committees has contained 
strong language expressing concerns about the program’s 
performance, even while continuing to support the LCS 
concept. 

Most of this discussion centered on the two LCS ship 
designs. Yet the mission modules -- the key to the LCS 
concept of a platform able to change missions with a swap of 

equipment -- continue to be a problem area, often poorly 
articulated by presenters and misunderstood by listeners. LCS 
discussions still focus on the ships, something perhaps not 
hard to understand given that the makeup of the mine module 
has changed, the equipment and the very concept of the anti-
submarine module has been fundamentally altered, and the 
surface module lost its surface-to-surface missile -- the most 
powerful element it had going. All of this compounded by the 
fact that none of the modules is in service, or even been 
operationally demonstrated. 

With two ships in commission, another about to be 
delivered, and more on the way, the LCS is now moving into 
an entirely new phase, transitioning from a development, 
acquisition and shipbuilding program into an operational 
mode. The center of LCS discussion is moving outside 
Washington to Norfolk and San Diego. Next year it will jump 
across the world’s largest ocean and drop squarely in 
Singapore, where the western Pacific press, from a variety of 
viewpoints, will be taking great notice. 

The fleet is only tentatively picking up the LCS drumbeat. 
Inside the beltway, Work is today the type’s primary 
champion, staunchly and often emotionally defending and 
explaining the ship to any and all comers. The Navy’s top 
leadership and the flags at NAVSEA continue to talk up the 
program and the Pentagon’s surface directorate is joining in. 
U.S. Fleet Forces commander Adm. John Harvey in Norfolk 
has been a key advocate, particularly in his admonitions last 
year to fleet commanders not to use the ship in roles for which 
it isn’t intended. Vice Adm. Richard Hunt, commander of 
naval surface forces in San Diego, now is speaking about the 
Freedom’s potential to be an effective fleet unit. 

But years of over-reaching promises followed by long 
production delays have eroded confidence among mid-level 
officers and experienced Sailors in the program’s future. O-4s 
and O-5s, E-7s and E-8s seem to be routinely advising their 
juniors to bypass LCS and aim for more established programs. 
O-6s who five years ago were enthusiastic LCS supporters 
have turned away. 

Even the voice of industry has become somewhat muted. 
Lockheed Martin remains out in front in many LCS promotion 
efforts, joined now by the Italian firm Fincantieri, which 
purchased the Marinette Marine shipyard that builds 
LockMart’s ships. But General Dynamics has gone virtually 
silent, a consequence of a 2010 decision to split from its 
Austal USA shipbuilding partner to position itself for future 
LCS ships, only to see that possibility slip away with yet 
another Navy change-of-concept for the program’s 
construction. Austal USA, a small-time operation compared 
with the GD behemoth, has not come close to matching its 
former partner’s PR efforts. 

Adding to a lack of cohesiveness, both LCS primes still 
convey a sense of competition, even though the Navy is 
committed -- for the moment -- to building equal numbers of 
each type. The "ours is better than theirs” attitude might be 
good for one or other of the designs, but it is not helping the 
overall LCS effort. 

This is a frustrating time in the program’s development. 
The two prototype ships have yet to take effective mission 
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modules into action. The adolescent concept is starting to look 
real -- both LCS ships finally joined together at the beginning 
of May in San Diego -- but it will still be some time before an 
LCS is doing something the Navy really needs it to do. 

From the mid-2000s when the LCS construction schedule 
started to slide and zoom up in cost, the program acquired a 
widely-acknowledged reputation as a troubled (that’s a nice 
word for it) effort. Navy mismanagement, changing priorities, 
overzealous and unrealistic expectations, shipyard and 
contractor inexperience all piled on to give the program an 
aura of unrelenting chaos. People might not understand what it 
was, but lots of folks -- particularly on Capitol Hill -- knew it 
was a mess. It took years for the service to work its way 
through numerous issues. Many problems remain, but it seems 
now the worst has been overcome, at least from a 
programmatic standpoint. In fact, from many aspects -- steady 
schedule, fixed pricing, stable design, increasing shipbuilding 
experience -- the LCS program is entering into a new era of 
maturity. 

But widespread negative perceptions remain, and 
everyone involved in the effort remains challenged to 
demonstrate it can do what it is supposed to do. Still without 
any concrete missions accomplished, the LCS continues to be 
the target of often withering criticisms. The past few months 
in particular have seen a dramatic rise in the number of 
negative media stories, followed by attention-craving 
Congressmen calling for more oversight and more hearings 
and more reviews. 

Problem is, none of these recent negative reports has 
offered anything new. More information about old problems, 
in some cases, but no new issues. Eternal hand-wringing about 
old problems is fun for some, but is it productive? Who is 
questioning the questioners? Or is it just a familiar tune that 
everyone’s used to? 

Junior lawmakers new to the game or those who never sat 
on the relevant committees calling for new hearings about 
things they missed is nothing new. But that they do so is not 
always related to good oversight -- sometimes it’s just good 
old-fashioned grandstanding. (Imagine, politicians trying to 
call attention to themselves!) 

Reporters writing shallow or repetitive stories, and editors 
calling for similar stories because everyone else is doing them, 
is not good journalism, even when it comes from leading 
publications. Sometimes it’s an honestly elusive story, 
sometimes it’s just plain lazy. 

Leakers who offer deeper information about situations 
already reported don’t always have great new stuff, sometimes 
they just have more stuff. 

Think tanks who jump on these reports as indicators of 
true developments, rather than media and political frenzies, 
don’t help by granting an aura of learned pretentiousness to 
the discussions. 

Critics who simply don’t like the LCS concept – and 
aren’t going to change their minds -- aren’t always describing 
real problems. Sometimes they’re just talking about their 
personal preferences. Sometimes they just don’t want to take 
the time to really find out what’s happening, repetitively 
recycling great rants from yesteryear. 

On the other side of the argumentative aisle, Navy leaders 
describing the LCS as a mature, well-thought out and 
operationally proven system do the entire effort a disservice 

by getting ahead of the game. Talking about four ships in 
Singapore, eight ships in Bahrain, or meaningful contributions 
to the art of mine sweeping and anti-submarine warfare and 
surface actions and drug hunting isn’t very helpful when you 
try and make it sound like you’re out there right now doing 
that sort of thing. 

With the primary acquisition challenges now dealt with, 
with the Navy beginning to focus on the effort to get these 
ships into service, here’s the crux of LCS from here on out: 
change. 

To be sure, there are plans in place for everything the 
Navy’s planners can think of. But chances are exceptionally 
high that everything will change as the ships and their crews 
take them to sea. 

LCS is not a done deal. It is not a mature, final design. It 
does not have a fully proven concept of operations. It is not 
clear how many Sailors should crew the ship, or if a group of 
manned and unmanned off-board vehicles can be 
simultaneously and effectively operated, or if those systems 
will work, or what effect having an LCS with any particular 
module will truly have on an operation. It is not known 
whether either of the combat systems will be completely 
effective (probably not), what specific changes should be 
made, or how they can be made to both ships. It is not clear 
which module handling system work efficiently and not break 
down when you need it. It is not known if the networked 
communications, computer and control systems will work 
effectively. It is not known what the final costs will be to buy 
the modules and operate the ships on a forward-deployed 
basis. It is not known if the supply, maintenance and parts 
support systems will be effective. Heck, it is not known if they 
should begin painting the aluminum superstructures and hulls. 
It is not known -- well, you get the idea. 

Anyone calling for a halt in the program while definitive 
answers are found to any of these questions is demonstrating a 
deep absence of understanding what the program is about. 
That is not the point, sir. Yes, there is a plan, there is a 
concept, there is a certain direction, but the end result in many 
cases may well not be what is currently envisioned. 

The ships were designed with a main battery unlike 
anything ever carried by a combatant ship: empty space. Big, 
empty mission bays ready to accept large containers of 
equipment and systems, along with flight decks much larger in 
proportion to other surface fighting ships. 

Will some of the mission equipment not work well? 
Probably. Have something better? No problem. Change it. 
Bring stuff in and install it, ship stuff out, bring in different 
stuff. 

You can’t do that on other warships. Can’t do it on 
Arleigh Burke or Zumwalt destroyers, or new British or 
French or Italian or Chinese or Russian destroyers and 
frigates. Forget about other 3,200-ton frigates or corvettes, 
they’re already packed with gear. When those systems age or 
become obsolescent, the ships will age with them. But an LCS 
is designed to grow, change and morph over time, adapting to 
changing requirements and priorities in -- it is hoped -- an 
efficient and effective manner. 

No navy has ever had a ship like this. The Danes tried the 
modular concept on a much lower level, but the LCS takes the 
idea significantly further. If it works, it will mean the Navy 
has gotten a new minesweeper, a new inshore ASW ship, a 
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new brown water surface combatant, a new special operations 
platform, a new maritime interdiction ship, all in one platform. 
If it doesn’t work -- well, it won’t be the first time a type of 
ship entered service and then faded away after a few years. 
That’s not good, but it certainly happens. 

A little history. In 1927, two of the biggest ships in the 
world were commissioned into the U.S. Navy. The huge 
aircraft carriers Lexington and Saratoga dwarfed the fleet’s 
battleships and represented an enormous investment, 
particularly in a peacetime Navy that faced no urgent threat. 
One might have presumed the Navy had really thought out this 
aircraft-carrier thing, knew how to design the ships, operate 
the systems and planes, fit them into fleet battle concepts and 
tactics. But that might be presumptuous. 

Many people know that the Navy designation for an 
aircraft carrier is CV. What many people don’t know is what 
that originally stood for -- cruiser, heavier-than-air. Those 
enormous aircraft carriers were cruisers, or scouts. They had 
eight-inch guns to fight off the other guy’s scouts, and their 
aircraft were largely intended to scout the enemy so the big 
battlewagons could move into position. 

It was another 16 years or so before the modern concept 
of an aircraft carrier matured. Years of experimentation, trial-
and-error work, technological development, a huge tactical 
leap demonstrated by a skilled enemy, and the loss in five 
months of four of the fleet’s seven fleet carriers produced 
lessons learned that resulted in a combat system far removed 
from 1927. But many of those matured concepts of 1943, 
through many technical evolutions, are still at the core of 
today’s carrier strike group concepts. 

Hopefully it won’t take that long, or cost that much in 
blood and bucks, to mature the LCS concept into an effective 
naval unit. But the challenge facing today’s Navy is to make 
the system work, to find its weak points and come up with 
changes, to find out what it can really do and stay away from 
what it won’t. To adapt what you’ve got to what you need. 

And yes, government testers, oversight committee 
members, critics and reporters, there won’t be final answers to 
many of these questions for some time. Get used to it. Roll 
with it. That’s the idea. 

 
With so few U.S.-Flagged ships and carriers, is 

America still a maritime power? by Stephen Carmel from 
Information Dissemination, June 11 

Stephen Carmel is Sr. Vice President Maritime Services 
at Maersk Line, Limited. 

A.T. Mahan is perhaps the most widely quoted and 
authoritative strategic thinker on the relationship between 
commercial shipping and maritime power. That is probably 
because today any discussions of maritime power outside of 
those promoted by parochial industry interests rarely touch on 
any dimension of maritime power other than naval. Thinkers 
today just don’t ponder that relationship in any serious way. 
Consequently there is no discussion of the actual condition of 
the foreign going U.S. flag merchant marine or whether or not 
that has any bearing on our maritime power or meaning to the 
overall welfare of the country. This is a discussion that needs 
to be refreshed based on the world we are faced with today, 
not the world Mahan lived in. While the opening question is 
one way to explore the issue, perhaps a more relevant phrasing 
of the question would be "Is it necessary for the U.S. to have a 

U.S. flag merchant fleet to be considered a maritime power?" 
To the first question I answer yes, and to the second I answer 
no. 

In The Influence of Seapower Upon History, Mahan is 
emphatic that the basis of a strong Navy is a vibrant 
commercial fleet since "…in a representative government any 
military expenditure must have a strong represented interest 
behind it, convinced of its necessity." A few today might echo 
that general sentiment, although without the conviction of 
Mahan, such as the recent article by Ron O’Rourke in 
Proceedings wherein he stated that "Maritime power is a broad 
term that includes not just the Navy and Marine Corps, but 
also the Coast Guard, the Merchant Marine, the supporting 
technological and industrial base, and other elements.” But his 
article then deals exclusively with naval matters. The 
USN/USMC/USGC Cooperative Strategy for a 21st Century 
SeaPower, which emphasizes the vital role the global maritime 
commons plays in world economic activity, describes the six 
capabilities that are core to U.S. maritime power. All six are 
naval capabilities, none, contrary to Mahan, are related in any 
way to the carriage of the nation’s foreign commerce . It 
would seem then that Mahan is due for serious reconsideration 
and revision, on how, or if, the merchant marine fits into the 
concept of maritime power in this country. If Mahan remains 
relevant, then the U.S. is no longer a maritime power and, 
according to Mahan’s analysis, the level of expenditure on a 
foreign going Navy is not sustainable in the long run in peace 
time. If, on the other hand, Mahan’s analysis is applicable to 
the version of globalization that he experienced, but not the 
one we are experiencing today, then the U.S. remains the 
world’s dominate maritime power. What is then needed is a 
revision to Mahan and a redefinition of what it is to be a 
maritime power. A new, overarching strategy, on the order of 
Mahan in authority, explicitly tying our Naval power to the 
country’s economic interests across the maritime commons 
that is more reflective of the world as it is today and likely to 
be in the next hundred fifty years rather than the world 150 
years ago is in order. 

Trade is of course central to the overall economic well 
being of the U.S. The U.S. is one of the worlds dominate 
trading nations, and trade makes up a significant portion of our 
total economic output. The U.S. Business Roundtable 
estimates that over 30 million U.S. jobs are attached to trade, 
about 18.2 percent of total employment. The U.S. is the 
world’s third largest exporter, behind Germany and China, but 
the U.S. domestic market is so large that only a very small 
portion – somewhere around 1 percent - of U.S. businesses 
view exports as a potential market. That percentage is likely to 
grow under the current administration’s National Export 
Initiative which seeks to double this country’s exports over the 
next few years. Further, the U.S. actually runs a trade surplus 
with the group of countries with which it has free trade 
agreements. Contrary to what appears to be a commonly held 
misperception and erroneous studies reported in the 
mainstream press, the U.S. has not completely outsourced its 
manufacturing base to China and remains the world’s largest 
manufacturer. In fact the U.S. manufacturing sector is 
expanding and the combination of high productivity and 
comparatively low energy costs will ensure the U.S. 
manufacturing sector remains the world’s most vibrant for 
many years to come. The U.S. has certainly moved up the 
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value chain in terms of what is manufactured here so much 
low value manufacturing has indeed moved offshore but in its 
place we manufacture, and export, complex high value goods. 
Manufacturing employment therefore is steadily shifting from 
low skill assembly line type work to high skill, high tech, and 
high paying work requiring significant experience, education, 
and training. 

Ocean shipping is a central link in our complex global 
supply chains. About 1.5 billion tons of import and export 
cargo moves through U.S. ports each year, an amount that is 
roughly 20 percent of total world merchandise trade and after 
a dip due to the global recession, that number is again 
growing. The U.S. is a world leader in the export of 
agricultural products which move primarily by bulker 
(although containerized bulk agriculture products are 
becoming more common). China is one of our largest 
customers in this area. Our oil imports move by tanker, and as 
U.S. domestic production of natural gas ramps up through 
development of shale gas it is entirely probable, absent 
untoward political interference, the U.S. will become a major 
exporter of LNG on par with Russia and Qatar. This is a 
development no-one would have bet on only 10 years ago. 
Those exports, which will aid significantly in reducing our 
merchandise trade deficit, will move by ship, and license 
applications are already pending to put liquefaction plants in at 
what were originally designed to be import terminals in the 
U.S. But even though nearly three quarters of U.S. trade is in 
bulk commodities, perhaps the most visible reminder to the 
average citizen of the role maritime commerce plays in their 
daily life is the container. Containerization and parallel 
developments in information technology have led directly to 
the form of globalization we see today. Disaggregation of 
supply chains, trade in intermediate goods, and leveraging of 
comparative advantage at ever more granular levels to the 
point where the distinction between goods and services is 
blurred, or trade in tasks as the WTO calls it, has afforded the 
average consumer a range of goods almost unimaginable not 
long ago. Prices are lower than could otherwise be the case 
making those goods accessible to more people and 
contributing directly to an increasing standard of living in the 
U.S. In addition, the cost of many types of goods declines 
rapidly from initial introduction to the marketplace as 
manufacturing matures and the product is adapted to and 
exploits a global supply chain. The range of types of goods we 
trade, and the geographical range of countries we trade with, is 
far greater than ever before. The U.S. Maritime 
Administration has 173 countries in its data base with which 
the U.S. has containerized trade. In 2010 roughly 45,000 
containers entered the U.S. by water every day, 365 days per 
year. China was the source of 48 percent of them. China 
(including Hong Kong), on the other hand, is also the single 
largest destination of U.S. containerized exports, taking over 
2.3 million TEU of goods from the U.S. each year, an amount 
nearly triple the next largest, which is Japan and six times 
larger than the largest single importer in Europe. 

There can be little doubt that balanced and vigorous trade 
is indispensible to our economic security. While one can 
quibble with the version of globalization outlined in the 
Cooperative Strategy and some of the supporting statistics, the 
centrality of the role the global maritime commons plays in 
our economic well being is not in doubt. The role of ocean 

shipping in our foreign commerce is also without question. 
Trade across the surface of the ocean requires ships, and the 
U.S. has been very successful over many years exploiting the 
maritime commons for our economic benefit. What is in 
question then is the role of the U.S. flag merchant marine in 
our foreign commerce, economic security, and status as a 
maritime power. In order to answer that question a summary 
of the state of the U.S. flag merchant marine is in order. At the 
outset we will exclude from consideration hybrid 
organizations such as Military Sealift Command (MSC) and 
the Ready Reserve Force (RRF) of the Maritime 
Administration. There is no question that those organizations 
play a significant role in our nation’s military power, national 
security and, not inconsequentially from a political 
perspective, employment in the heavily unionized maritime 
industry. Strategic Sealift to support the nation’s military is 
not in question. But Mahan was clear that he interpreted 
maritime power in the broad sense to be about the movement 
of the nation’s foreign commerce. While MSC and RRF ships 
are crewed by merchant seamen, they do not engage in the 
foreign commerce of the U.S. and therefore are excluded from 
this discussion. As an aside, there is a significant side issue 
here in that many propose a direct link between surge strategic 
sealift and the commercial merchant marine, particularly as a 
source of labor. There are arguments on all sides of that 
debate, not least of which is whether or not this model is the 
most efficient for supplying surge strategic sealift at all. Since 
that is a debate in itself, this article will note that it is there and 
leave discussion of it for future work. And, since the notion of 
a maritime power is focused on the nation’s foreign 
commerce, the Jones Act fleet employed in purely domestic 
transportation is also not under discussion. Since many of the 
issues related to a foreign going commercial fleet cross the 
boundaries between the two however, reference will be made 
to the Jones Act fleet where appropriate. 

The blunt answer to the question of the role of the foreign 
going U.S. flag merchant marine in our economic security is 
that it is insignificant. While much visibility is given to our 
dependence on foreign oil wells in nasty parts of the world for 
a significant part of our oil needs, much less visibility is given 
to the fact that we depend 100 percent on foreign tankers to 
deliver it. There are no U.S. flag crude tankers in international 
trade, and have not been for many years. Crude oil deliveries 
to the Strategic Petroleum Reserve during the last fill program 
which ended in Dec of 2009, technically subject to cargo 
preference, were all done via foreign flag tankers. Likewise 
agricultural exports, a crucial component of our overall 
exports, also all go via foreign flag bulkers. While there are a 
few U.S. flag bulkers in the fleet, they are engaged in food aid, 
an extension of U.S. foreign policy, not the foreign commerce 
of the U.S. Overall U.S. flag ships carry less than two percent 
of the foreign commerce of the U.S. according to the U.S. 
Maritime Administrator in testimony to Congress. But even 
that number is artificially high and a spillover from military 
programs. In truth there are no U.S. flag ships purely in the 
foreign commerce of the U.S. 

There are currently just fewer than 100 U.S. flag ships in 
non-domestic service. There are over 20,000 ships of over 
10,000 tonnes in the international merchant fleet, so the U.S. 
has less than one half of one percent of the global fleet. Sixty 
of the U.S. flag ships are in the Maritime Security Program, 
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which provides an operating stipend to partially offset the 
higher cost of operating under the U.S. flag in exchange for 
making the ship available to the U.S. military in times of need. 
That stipend is not enough to fully offset the higher U.S. flag 
costs so access to U.S. Government (largely military) cargo 
preference volumes, a separate U.S. government funding 
stream, is also required. In short, these ships exist to service 
the U.S. military, not the foreign commerce of the U.S., and to 
the extent they carry commercial foreign trade it is not enough 
to make a living. From the perspective of Mahan, those ships, 
like MSC and RRF, should arguably be excluded from the 
analysis. The balance of most remaining U.S. flag ships in 
non-domestic service also are dependent on U.S. cargo 
preference programs such as food aid, and spot military work. 
Even the now famous Maersk Alabama was not, and is not, in 
the foreign commerce of the U.S. That ship is fully employed 
in food aid programs. Being completely dependent on 
government funds these ships are not genuinely in the foreign 
commerce of the U.S., they are extensions of U.S. government 
programs. The only ships that could arguable be considered in 
the foreign commerce of the U.S. would be the handful of 
ships focused on cargo subject to cargo preference through 
Ex-Im bank financing which are pure commercial cargos. But 
even those are still dependent on government money to 
survive. None of these programs, either individually or 
collectively, have been successful in sustaining a 
commercially viable U.S. flag merchant marine. 

In addition these programs have led to a U.S. merchant 
marine that is increasingly behind the international community 
in technology. The median age of the U.S. Jones Act fleet is 
27.5 years old; the median age of U.S. flag ships in foreign 
trade is 14 years, while the median age of ships in the 
international container fleet is about 5 to 6 years. The age of 
ships in the international fleet is likely to decline further as the 
international community invests in state of the art, fuel 
efficient or alternative fuel (e.g. LNG fueled) ships to survive 
the twin threat of high fuel costs and strict emissions 
standards; investments the U.S. fleet, Jones Act or foreign 
going, are not making. In fact the response of some segments 
in the U.S. Jones Act fleet to emissions control requirements 
was to petition for waivers and exemptions. U.S. mariners are 
working with technology that is at least a generation behind 
that of their foreign counterparts, and for the Jones Act folks 
several generations, casting doubt on claims that the U.S. flag 
fleet is either modern or efficient (a possible exception is the 
Jones Act tanker fleet, which has seen significant 
recapitalization). A sad related fact is that about 29% of U.S. 
flag foreign going deep sea billets are on ships that don’t 
actually go anywhere such as RRF and MSC prepositioning 
ships. Merchant mariners who spent their tours swinging on 
the hook or welded to the dock are not exercising and honing 
their skills, and probably just the opposite. 

When we combine the two major parts of the foregoing 
discussion what emerges is a United States, a U.S. economy, 
and U.S. globalized production processes that are deeply 
interconnected with the rest of the world, and the maritime 
commons is a primary pathway for those interconnections. 
The U.S. is a dominant global manufacturer and trader. We 
have one of the world’s highest standards of living, built on an 
international system of trade that the U.S. itself is the primary 
architect and defender of. The U.S. has been as successful as 

any country in the world, including China, at leveraging and 
exploiting the global maritime commons, and we have done so 
with no U.S. flag merchant fleet of any significance. The U.S. 
economy has never suffered supply chain disruptions as a 
result of foreign registered shipping being unavailable to carry 
foreign commerce. In short, the U.S. has no overarching 
Maritime Strategy which addresses the U.S. flag merchant 
marine’s role in our Nations maritime power, nor does one 
appear to be necessary given the obvious and overwhelming 
success we have experienced across the years between the end 
of WWII – the beginning of this age of globalization – and 
today. Therefore, returning to the original questions, The U.S. 
remains the world’s dominate maritime power despite having 
no U.S. flag merchant marine of any significance. And in 
answer to the second, a flag state merchant fleet is no longer 
necessary to be classed as a maritime power. A maritime 
power must be a globally significant naval power supporting 
the ability to first consistently and reliably exploit an 
international trading system across the surface of the ocean in 
furtherance of national economic well being, and second be a 
force in shaping the rule set and international institutions 
within which maritime trade is conducted. The U.S. clearly 
meets that definition. In short, Mahan is in need of revision. 

 
Getting the Conversation Started: Innovation for 

Junior Leaders in the Naval Service by LCDR Jon Paris 
from Information Dissemeniation, June 9 

LT Jon Paris is a Surface Warfare Officer who did tours 
aboard CHUNG-HOON and CHOSIN in Pearl Harbor, 
taught Seamanship and Navigation at the Naval Academy, and 
is currently serving as a Flag Aide in Norfolk. 

On Wednesday June 6, 2012 the Naval Warfare 
Development Command hosted a Junior Leader Innovation 
Symposium as part of the 2012 Innovation Series held by 
NWDC. The Symposium objectives were listed as: 

 Boost awareness and educate junior leaders on the 
importance of innovation 

 Empower junior leaders to contribute new ideas to 
Navy missions 

 Explore new ways to organize, connect, and 
proliferate open discussion venues 

 Harvest recommendations from junior leaders on key 
issues confronting the Navy 

 Employ the creative energy of junior leaders to tackle 
emerging challenges 

LT Jon Paris, U.S. Navy attended the event and has 
contributed the following thoughts on the symposium. 

"Some things will never change.” "If it makes sense, we’ll 
do it the opposite way.” "Just press the ‘I Believe Button’.” 
These are pretty common phrases – the clean ones – on the 
deck plates, in berthing, and in the JO Jungle. Why does 
nothing (seem to) change? Our junior ranks are intelligent and 
full of experience and innovative potential. They just do not 
feel that anyone is listening. To paraphrase one flag officer 
who "get’s it” – today’s staffs are anti-bodies for good ideas. 
Another senior leader commented to me that, when he was a 
Junior Officer, bottom-up ideas rarely got past the Air Wing. I 
quipped back – "In my community, they don’t get past the 
Department Head.” Why, is this true? Culture, for one. My 
community is probably the worst – and I say that as a 
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SWOtivated Surface Warfare Officer who cannot wait to lead 
a Department and hopefully someday, command a ship. Why 
else? Our young leaders – officers and enlisted alike – feel 
stifled. Their perception may be misplaced, but it is reality 
nonetheless. The Navy does not have a track record of 
accessing the intellect contained amongst the Young Voice in 
our service. Young people have good ideas, too. Junior 
Leaders have been, can be, and are, innovators. And, even if 
our ideas are not always "top notch,” we are the operators. We 
are the ones that think through, carry out, and analyze our 
Navy’s programs, tactics, doctrine, and operations. Our brains 
matter! What we think, how we think, where our interests lay, 
how we learn, what keeps our attention, what bores us, and 
what we retain are all extremely important factors that must be 
taken into consideration – not only when planning the future 
of our service, but when plotting our current course. 

The Naval Services – the Navy and Marine Corps team – 
is waking up! DONALD COOK and others have taken 
innovative approaches to the work-week. SAN JACINTO took 
on Surface Warrior fatigue head on with out-of-the-box watch 
rotations. A Marine Captain and Cobra pilot took a constant 
cockpit limitation and turned it into a game-changer. Some 
good ideas are making it past the "anti-bodies.” Our Senior 
Leadership is taking notice. They are actively looking to 
streamline the today’s cumbersome concept generation-
concept development process. The pipeline from innovator to 
decision maker will soon be more direct. More importantly, 
though, Senior Leaders are reaching out to Junior Leaders and 
empowering them. They are reminding us that it is okay to 
think big thoughts – that it is, in fact, our responsibility to do 
so – and that when we have good ideas, we should speak up. A 
perfect example was this week’s Junior Leaders Innovation 
Symposium, hosted by Navy Warfare Development 
Command, and strongly endorsed and supported by 
Commander, U.S. Fleet Forces Command. 

I was skeptical. Would junior leaders show up to this 
event? Having spent my sea tours in an environment nearly 
void of innovation, would I have shown up if I had not already 
worked here? Junior Officers and enlisted leaders "know” that 
nobody listens to them – why would they bother? Well, they 
did come. They came in droves. Over two-hundred showed up 
in-person, with at least that many participating on Defense 
Connect Online. Junior Leaders made a statement – we do 
have ideas - ranging from process improvement to new 
systems – and we don’t want to continue to sit back; we want 
to be part of the solution. I was pleasantly surprised at the 
turnout. We had representatives from every imaginable 
community and rate. Most showed up with a spark in their eye 
and all left with a sense of purpose. 

LCDR B.J. Armstrong’s presentation was fantastic. He 
used a masterful innovation in Naval Gunnery as a medium 
for showing Junior Leaders that their ideas can make a 
difference and that they must remain the squeaky wheel. I 
already considered myself an innovator and a leader in my 
community, and it totally fired me up. "I could make that kind 
of difference!” I saw it around the room, and within the chat 
session, as well. LT’s Kohlmann and McFall were living 
examples of how to get "the conversation” started. Blogs and 
boards such as ID, SailorBob, and Small Wars Journal were 
discussed, as well as the use of sites such as YouTube and 
Facebook. The U.S. Naval Institute’s presence was extremely 

important. As a one-time "hater” of USNI (they were 
BORING!), I was fascinated by the changes they have 
implemented in just the past year, and was motivated by their 
new approach to tackle "my” demographic – junior leaders! 
One of my comments the next day was, "USNI bought me 
beer and all I had to do was talk about the Navy, which I do 
anyways.” 

That’s it in a nutshell - Getting our powerful brain-trust of 
Junior Leaders talking. We don’t need to be the proverbial 
"Good Idea Fairy” every day, or even every year. We just 
need to be a part of the conversation – both written and verbal, 
wherever that conversation is happening. The senior folks 
have done their part – they have started to reach out and listen. 
Now the ball is in our court – we need to give them something 
meaningful to listen to (or read!). The Junior Leaders 
Innovation Symposium was a great start. Young people like 
pictures, real-life (and current!) examples, and people they can 
relate to. "Old people” briefing complex techniques are not as 
effective. This observation is not meant as disrespect.. When 
you talk to an audience – especially if you are trying to 
motivate them – you have to consider who you are speaking 
to. Today’s Junior Leaders play xBox, use iPhones for 
everything, and generally do not appreciate an argument if it 
cannot be made in a page or two. We are not dumb, we are 
just a different generation with different ideas. We are today’s 
Junior Leaders and tomorrow’s decision makers. The event 
got people thinking – and talking – which absolutely met its 
objectives. Hopefully the continuing conversation will draw 
more participants. Future events will help reinforce the 
process, and we will start breeding a new culture of 
innovation, where Junior Leaders feel comfortable looking at 
the tasks they do every day, and working for the collective 
good to make them better. Please check out the event’s archive 
next week, and be a part of the conversation. 

 
Gladiator vs. Ninja, or, The Innovation Discourse by 

Kurt Albaugh from the Center for International Maritime 
Security, June 7 

LT Kurt Albaugh is a Surface Warfare Officer and 
Instructor in the Naval Academy’s English Department. 

Navy Warfare Development Command’s Junior Leader 
Innovation Symposium was a great success. Thanks to LT 
Rob McFall and LCDR BJ Armstrong for their presentations – 
they were truly a highlight of the day and both presenters 
graciously plugged the NextWar blog. Also, the Naval 
Institute’s Sam LaGrone was on hand to talk about USNI’s 
new "News and Analysis” platform. This is a daily must-read, 
especially today’s piece by Dr. John Nagl on the submarine 
force. As a proud USNI member since 1997, I find the speed 
at which USNI is adapting to the new media landscape is truly 
impressive. Finally, the staff at NWDC is consistently 
welcoming and encouraging to junior naval professionals. 
Rear Admiral Kraft even took time out of a busy day to chat 
with this humble blogger. If you have an idea to make the 
navy a more combat-effective organization, NWDC is the 
most fertile place I’ve seen to grow that idea into something 
tangible. Get in touch with them! 

But the title says this is about gladiators versus ninjas, 
you say. Where’s Russell Crowe? Allow me to digress… 

Another of yesterday’s speakers gave me some food for 
thought – the Office of Naval Research’s Dr. Chris Fall. 
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During his talk, he discussed using social platforms to vote for 
innovative concepts. Similar to the "like” function on 
facebook, these web applications promote innovative 
proposals based on the votes of other users. Dr. Fall 
specifically cited the Transportation Security Administration’s 
IdeaFactory as an example of this type of system. One aspect 
of the platform Dr. Fall mentioned raises several questions 
about innovation: all IdeaFactory proposals must be submitted 
publicly, using the employee’s real name. 

To what extent does innovation have to occur in public? 
Does anonymity promote or inhibit innovation? What is the 
career consequence for those who make more radical 
proposals in this system? As these questions came to my mind, 
I likened the public option to being a gladiator: your work is 
intensely scrutinized in full view of an audience. Anonymous 
writers are like the ninjas of feudal Japan, striking from the 
shadows. 

We always seem to start discussions of professional 
writing and innovation with a discussion of career risk. As a 
writer working in both web and print, I want to throw out the 
disclaimer that the decision to speak, write, or blog publicly or 
anonymously is deeply personal and depends on circumstance. 
I don’t begrudge anyone who writes under a pseudonym, 
which has a venerable lineage extending far before "Publius” 
and The Federalist Papers. That being said, I think that writing 
publicly carries some advantages: 

 Attaching one’s name and reputation to a piece of 
writing creates a drive for excellence difficult to 
replicate when writing anonymously. None of us 
wants to be criticized, so public writers have more 
incentive to hone their arguments; ultimately, the 
better arguments will stand the best chance of 
adoption and implementation. 

 Writing anonymously allows people to speak truth to 
power, but it also diminishes responsibility. As a 
result, anonymous writings can often devolve into 
mere complaint and invective. Public writing, while 
less able to challenge authority, also produces more 
measured, balanced prose and often proposes 
solutions instead of merely lamenting a problem. 

 Being creatures of ego, we want credit for a winning 
concept. Public writing best enables that credit to be 
given fairly in the marketplace of ideas. 

In other words, public writing may be a means to mitigate 
career risk rather than the source of that risk. There is certainly 
a time and place for writing anonymously, but if you have 
something to say about the Navy, consider your subject and 
your objectives. The smart move might involve attaching your 
real name to a point paper or blog post. We romanticize both 
the gladiator and the ninja in art and cinema. But each only 
makes sense when rooted in their particular historical and 
social circumstance. So it is with professional writing. If you 
have an innovative idea, the smart bet might indeed be to step 
into the gladitorial ring. 

 
A Junior Officer and a Discovery by LCDR Benjamin 

"BJ” Armstrong from U.S. Naval Institute Blog, June 8-10 
On 6 June, I was invited to speak at Navy Warfare 

Development Command’s Junior Leaders Innovation 
Symposium. NWDC put on a great event and a lot of good 

material was presented. You can visit the website and find the 
slides that went with the presentations, as well as a lot of great 
reading material like LT Ben Kohlmann’s article on 
Disruptive Thinkers from Small Wars Journal (Ben also 
presented) and LT Rob McFall’s call for tactical innovation 
here at USNI Blog (Rob also spoke immediately following my 
presentation). 

The following is the first section of the remarks that I 
prepared to deliver to a standing room only crowd of 230+ 
Junior Officers and Junior Enlisted which gathered at 
NWDC’s headquarters in Norfolk, and the 200+ that joined us 
online via DCO. As I said, these are my prepared remarks, so 
if NWDC posts the video online you’ll surely find differences 
since I worked from notes rather than reading directly from 
the page as well as some mistakes. I’ve broken the material 
into three blog posts. This is the first section which tells about 
Lieutenant William Sowden Sims’ discovery of continuous 
aim fire and how he developed his discovery, a new gunnery 
technique which revolutionized naval warfare. The next post 
we’ll look at what he did after developing his idea in order to 
get the Navy to adopt it. Finally we’ll look at what Sims 
learned during his career about innovation and what we can 
observe from the history. 

Good afternoon everyone. I’d like to start this afternoon 
by thanking Admiral Kraft and the team here at NWDC for 
inviting me to be a part of today’s event. We’ve had a lot of 
interesting speakers this morning, full of experience and 
expertise in innovation. I’m not going to be one of them. I’m 
just here to tell you a story. I’m a Sailor just like you, maybe 
not as young as some of you anymore, but with the same 
desire to make my Service better and more effective. The only 
reason I’m up here is that I’ve done a little research and I’ve 
got a story to tell you about a Junior Leader who changed the 
USN from his stateroom on a ship while deployed in the 
Pacific. 

This is a picture of Vice Admiral William Sowden Sims. 
William Sims wasn’t always a Vice Admiral though. In 1900 
he was a Lieutenant, fresh off staff duty in Europe as an 
intelligence officer. He had orders to China Station to join the 
U.S. Navy’s newest and most powerful battleship, the USS 
KENTUCKY. He arrived aboard the battleship having studied 
the early Dreadnaught battleships of Europe and the gunnery 
practices of both potential allies and potential adversaries 
alike. 

Sims checked onboard and discovered that the Navy’s 
"newest and most powerful” may have been new, but it 
certainly wasn’t powerful. There were a number of problems 
with the ship. The hull was armored under the waterline, but 
the sides and gun turrets were open and un-protected. The 
gundecks were so low to the waterline that when the ship was 
fully loaded and took heavy seas water would pour into the 
turrets. And there was no separation of the magazines and the 
weatherdecks and gundecks, so a hit from an enemy shell 
could directly access the magazines. 

Sims was incensed. He set about recording the 
deficiencies. In a letter to a friend he wrote: "The Kentucky is 
not a battleship at all. She is the worst crime in naval 
construction ever perpetrated by the white race.” 

Sims was a man who had strong opinions. However, he 
was part of KENTUCKY’S crew, and he couldn’t really 
change the design of the ship while they were on China 
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Station. So, as he earned his qualifications and began standing 
his bridge watches, he looked for a way to make the ship 
better through what today we call tactics, techniques, and 
procedures or TTP. It was while steaming through the South 
China Sea and along the coastal cities of China that he met a 
man from the British Royal Navy who would serve as an 
inspiration. 

Percy Scott was a Captain in 1900, and the CO of the 
HMS TERRIBLE. Scott was a bit of a pariah, and part of the 
reason he was on China Station was because of a longstanding 
feud that he had with an Admiral who was on shore duty back 
in the home islands. China was as far away from England as 
they could send him. Scott had developed something that he 
called "continuous aim fire” and it was a TTP that would 
revolutionize naval warfare, but he couldn’t get anyone to 
catch on that it was important. 

Gunnery hadn’t changed much since the days of USS 
Constitution battling it out with the British frigates in the War 
of 1812. The gun director would estimate the distance to the 
enemy ship, set the elevation of the gun, and then each time 
the ship rolled he tried to time the firing so that the shell 
would hit the enemy. The technique was the reason why most 
sea battles in the age of sail took place at very close range. 
This was neither a very accurate way to shoot, nor a very rapid 
way to engage the enemy. 

Scott re-geared the elevation gear on his heavy guns and 
added new telescopic sights. The new gearing allowed the gun 
directors to move the gun continually as the ship rolled, and 
the new sights allowed them to keep the weapon aimed 
directly at the enemy ship. This meant that gun crews could 
fire as fast as they could reload. 

Aboard KENTUCKY, LT Sims watched the TERRIBLE 
conduct gunnery practice and he realized this new technique 
would change naval warfare. A battleship using continuous 
aim fire could take on an entire squadron of enemy that 
wasn’t. Accuracy increased dramatically and the rate of fire 
could quadruple, which resulted in hit rates that increased over 
1000% on some ships. Sims immediately sent a report back to 
the Bureau of Ordnance in Washington, D.C. 

Sims befriended Scott, and learned exactly how the Brits 
were accomplishing their dramatic results. He set about 
modifying the gear on KENTUCKY and teaching his gunners 
the new techniques. Soon, KENTUCKY was performing 
nearly at the same level as TERRIBLE. Sims wrote another 
report, detailing KENTUCKY’s experience with continuous 
aim fire, outlining how to modify American guns, and laying 
out the procedures to be used. Sims waited. And he waited. 
And he waited. He heard nothing. 

His reports arrived at the Bureau of Ordnance at the 
Washington Navy Yard. They were read, but the claims of the 
young Lieutenant out on China Station were outlandish and 
unbelievable. The reports were filed away in a basement file 
cabinet and were forgotten. The Bureau of Ordnance had 
developed the procedures that were in use throughout the Fleet 
and had designed the guns that were mounted on American 
Battleships. American hardware and American Sailors were 
the best in the world, they told themselves. Nobody even 
considered "what if” the reports were true…they simply 
couldn’t be. Silly Lieutenant. 

 
 

The Gritty Truth of Junior Leader Innovation 
Recently Jonah Lehrer, a writer for Wired and other 

magazines, wrote a book about the developing field of science 
that studies creativity and innovation titled Imagine: How 
Creativity Works. In his book, Lehrer tells us that researchers 
have "discovered that the ability to stick with it – the technical 
name for this trait is grit – is one of the most important 
predictors of success.” Whether talking about Bob Dylan 
taking years to get a song just right in order for it to become a 
classic, or J.K. Rowling sending her kids book about a wizard 
school to 12 publishers before it was accepted and we all got 
to read Harry Potter, that tenacity, never-give-up, never-say-
die attitude is necessary for true creative or innovative 
success. 

Lieutenant William Sims had plenty of grit. Even though 
he had heard nothing from Washington he continued to write 
reports to the Bureau, updating his findings, refining the 
techniques, and suggesting new tactics that could be 
developed. He still heard no response. Sims knew what was 
happening…he knew that the Bureau was ignoring him 
because he was simply a Lieutenant, and one that was 
deployed at that. He wasn’t even an expert on the Bureau’s 
staff. Sims wrote to a friend and fellow officer: 

"With every fibre of my being I loathe indirection and 
shiftiness, and where it occurs in high place, and is used to 
save face at the expense of the vital interests of our great 
service (in which silly people place such a child-like trust), I 
want that man’s blood and I will have it no matter what it 
costs me personally.” 

While Sims respected those who were senior to him, rank 
alone didn’t seem to impress him. Navy Staffs that stood on 
bureaucracy and focused on building bullets for their own 
fitness reports over the combat effectiveness of operating 
forces were his enemy. He apparently felt pretty strongly 
about it. 

I’d say that Sims certainly had true grit in this case. He 
continued writing reports. However, his language became 
more dramatic as he pointed out the risks involved in ignoring 
the TTP’s he was developing. Besides sending his reports to 
the Bureau he began to send them to battleship Captains 
across the Fleet, on his own initiative. He got his 
Commanding Officer to endorse the reports, and the Admiral 
who headed the Asiatic Squadron on China Station. They had 
seen TERRIBLE and KENTUCKY in action and couldn’t 
deny the success. 

As word spread in the Fleet the Bureau realized that they 
needed to do something. Captains were writing messages back 
to headquarters and asking questions. They developed a test to 
prove that continuous-aim-fire didn’t work. After the test, they 
wrote a report that said Sims’ claims were a mathematical 
impossibility. However, they conducted the test without 
making the modifications Sims suggested to the guns, and 
they completed the test on land…for a gunnery practice 
designed for a rolling ship. The Bureau of Ordnance submitted 
their report that continuous-aim-fire was impossible. Belief in 
Sims’ claims evaporated overnight. 

Sims had submitted 13 reports in all, over the span of two 
years, each one continually improving his method and 
technique. When he heard that the Bureau of Ordnance had 
completed a test and proved that what he claimed was 
impossible, he finally had enough. He knew that if the United 
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States Navy went up against a force that was using continuous 
aim fire it would be decimated. Destruction of the fleet would 
open up the U.S. coast to invasion, as the Brits had done in the 
War of 1812 (a war that was roughly as distant to him as 
World War I is to us). He believed that the nation’s security 
depended on his success. 

Lieutenant William Sims did something that he later 
characterized as "the rankest kind of insubordination.” He 
wrote a letter to the President. 

President Roosevelt had been Assistant Secretary of the 
Navy Roosevelt. He was a navalist in the truest sense of the 
word. He was the author of the seminal work "The Naval War 
of 1812” and friends with Alfred Thayer Mahan. He would 
become the inventor and deployer of The Great White Fleet. 
As Presidents sometimes did a century ago, he actually read 
the letter that the young Lieutenant on China Station sent him, 
and he was shocked. If Sims was right and continuous-aim-
fire worked, then he was also right that it was an issue of the 
highest importance. 

Roosevelt had ordered a gunnery exercise in order to 
demonstrate the existing state of naval skill. The results were 
worse than anyone predicted. Five ships from the Atlantic 
Fleet each fired for five minutes at a former light-ship, at a 
range of about a mile. After 25 minutes of firing, two shells 
had gone through the light-ship’s sails and none had struck the 
ship itself. Roosevelt ordered the Navy to bring Sims back 
from China Station, saying: "Give him entire charge of target 
practice for eighteen months; do exactly as he says. If he does 
not accomplish anything in that time, cut off his head and try 
someone else.” 

Lieutenant Sims returned to the United States and 
assumed the responsibilities of the U.S. Navy’s "Inspector of 
Target Practice.” He held the position for six and a half years. 
He was given a small staff of two junior Lieutenants and was 
tasked with revolutionizing naval gunnery. Three Lieutenants, 
change the world…no sweat. 

Sims re-circulated his reports to the Fleet and instituted 
annual practice requirements for gunnery. He didn’t make his 
method of continuous aim fire mandatory, he simply sent out 
the reports for gunnery officers to read. He established a 
yearly fleet wide gunnery competition. Every ship in the Navy 
would compete, and could use any system or technique that 
they wanted. They were all welcome to start with continuous 
aim fire. The winning ship would be identified to the Navy 
and the country, and the winning gunnery officer was 
responsible for writing a report on his TTPs. Each year, the 
gunnery officers across the Fleet would pour over that report, 
and the reports that came before, and make constant 
refinements and adjustments to gunnery TTP’s. They sent out 
their own reports out and wrote articles for the Naval 
Institute’s place for disruptive thinking, the journal 
Proceedings. The winning ship each year received a pennant 
that they could fly on their yardarm, a pennant with an E on it 
for gunnery excellence. This was the birth of "The Battle E.” 

Sims was promoted to Lieutenant Commander, and he 
and his assistants Lieutenants Ridley McLean and Powers 
Symington were in constant demand to visit the ships of the 
Fleet. Here you can see an invitation to "The Gun Doctor” and 
his assistant’s "Ping” and "Pong” to visit the wardroom of the 
USS Missouri for a "silent dinner,” which was like a Dining-
In, with rules like Vegas: what happened at a silent dinner 

stayed at a silent dinner.Toward the end of Sims’ years leading 
the gunnery revolution, one gunner on the winning ship made 
fifteen hits in one minute at a target 75 by 25 feet at the same 
range as the test ordered by President Roosevelt years before; 
half of the hits were in a bull’s eye 50 inches square. 

The U.S. Navy rapidly overtook the Royal Navy as the 
greatest gunners in the world…and it wasn’t until the U.S. 
adopted continuous-aim-fire that the Brits realized that their 
own Gritty revolutionary Percy Scott had been onto something 
all that time, and they followed the American TTPs that had 
been developed from watching Scott. Even Admiral Newton 
Mason, the Chief of the Bureau of Ordnance, admitted "The 
renaissance in gunnery which came about chiefly through the 
instrumentality of Commander Sims, has … led to great 
improvements in ordnance.” In the Fleet Lieutenant 
Commander Sims became known as "the man who taught us 
how to shoot.” 

 
YOUR Navy Operating Forward – Arabian Sea; 

Pacific Ocean from Navy Live, June 11 
Right now your Navy is 100% on watch around the globe 

helping to preserve the American way of life. Whether it be 
operating and training in the waters off the coast of Virginia 
or forward deployed to the South China Sea, the flexibility and 
presence provided by our U.S. naval forces provides national 
leaders with great options for protecting and maintaining our 
national security and interests around the world. The imagery 
below highlights the Navy’s ability to provide those options by 
operating forward. 

 Waves break over the bow of the amphibious 
transport dock ship USS New York (LPD 21) as it 
approaches the Military Sealift Command dry cargo 
and ammunition ship USNS Carl Brashear (T-AKE 
7) for a vertical replenishment. 

 An F/A-18C Hornet assigned to the Vigilantes of 
Strike Fighter Squadron (VFA) 151 launches from 
the flight deck of the Nimitz-class aircraft carrier 
USS Abraham Lincoln (CVN 72). 

 Aviation ordnancemen assigned to the Eagles of 
Strike Fighter Squadron (VFA) 115 arm a GBU-16 
Paveway II on an F/A-18E during flight operations 
aboard the aircraft carrier USS George Washington 
(CVN 73). 

 The amphibious transport dock ship USS New York 
(LPD 21), left, transits alongside the aircraft carrier 
USS Enterprise (CVN 65). 

 The Military Sealift Command hospital ship USNS 
Mercy (T-AH 19) sits off the coast of Manado to 
support Pacific Partnership 2012. 

 nformation Systems Technician Seaman Daniel 
Morrow fires a .50-caliber machine gun during a 
small caliber action training exercise aboard the 
amphibious dock-landing ship USS Gunston Hall 
(LSD 44). 

 The Nimitz-class aircraft carrier USS Abraham 
Lincoln (CVN 72), left, and the Military Sealift 
Command replenishment oiler USNS Guadalupe (T-
AO 200), conduct a replenishment-at-sea. 

View Gallery (7 Photos) 
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Your Navy TODAY- Java Sea, Baltic Sea, Olympics-
bound Sailor 

On any given day, in your Navy, our team of more than 
600,000 professional Sailors and Civilians are working 
together around the globe to perform our mission: deter 

aggression and, if deterrence fails, win our Nation’s wars. It is 
not possible to share every aspect of this global team but, 
through this blog, we offer you a glimpse of what these men 
and women do. 

View June 7 Gallery (6 Photos) 
Return to Index 
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This Week in the War of 1812: 
"On March 14, 1813, Capt. David Porter Jr. sailed USS Essex into the Chilean port of Valparaiso. Porter's 
crew received a warm welcome since Chile recently declared its independence from Spain and sympathized 
with the Americans. After preying on the British whaling fleet in the region, and becoming the first 
American warship to transit Cape Horn, Essex sailed to the Galapagos Islands and moved as far into the 
Pacific as the Marquesas Islands to pursue a Royal Navy squadron." For more information on the War of 
1812, visit hhttttpp::////wwwwww..oouurrffllaaggwwaassssttiilllltthheerree..oorrgg// 
  
TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Military Aims For Energy Efficiency 
Pentagon Pushes Alternative Fuels as Way to Improve Forces' Capability; Critics Say Plan is Wasteful 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 10 MAR 12) ... Keith Johnson 

The Pentagon unveiled a plan Friday to change the way the military uses energy, saying it wants to bring more-efficient 
technology to the battlefield in order to save lives and money. 

 
2. Senate Subcommittee Holding Hearing In Va. On Navy Energy And Water Policies 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 12 MAR 12) 

NORFOLK, Va. — A U.S. Senate Energy subcommittee on water and power is set to hold a hearing in Norfolk. 
 

3. Breaking Down The Booze Test 
Mabus details random alcohol screenings, other parts of readiness initiative 
(NAVY TIMES 19 MAR 12) ... William H. McMichael 

Navy Secretary Ray Mabus knew the Breathalyzer plan would raise eyebrows. That’s why, he said, he talked about it first while 
unveiling the 21st Century Sailor and Marine initiative March 5 for a worldwide satellite TV audience and a hangar deck full of 
troops. 

 
4. The Calm After The Cuts 
Top personnel officials pledge stable force, better advancement chances in wake of ERBs 
(NAVY TIMES 19 MAR 12) ... Mark D. Faram 

Navy leaders are making the rounds of the fleet with a promise of a better, more stable future for sailors after a round of painful 
and contentious cuts. 

 
5. Locklear Takes Over At U.S. Pacific Command 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 10 MAR 12) ... Audrey McAvoy 

CAMP SMITH, Hawaii — The commander of NATO-led operations that helped Libyan rebels overthrow Moammar Gadhafi 
took over Friday as the top U.S. military commander in Asia and the Pacific. 

 
6. Big E's Final Journey 
USS Enterprise, the nation’s oldest aircraft carrier, heads out for a mission for the final time on Sunday 
(NEWPORT NEWS DAILY PRESS 12 MAR 12) ... Hugh Lessig 

ABOARD THE USS ENTERPRISE— Ray Godfrey was a 21-year-old Sailor on the aircraft carrier USS Enterprise when it first 
deployed 50 years ago. 

CHINFO NEWS CLIPS 
Monday, March 12, 2012 

 
Further reproduction or distribution is subject to original copyright restrictions. 

To subscribe, go to http://www.chinfo.navy.mil/pages/clips.html. 



 

2 
 

 
7. Safety Tips For Sailors With Spring Fever 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 09 MAR 12) ... April Phillips, Naval Safety Center Public Affairs 

NORFOLK, Va. -- The Naval Safety Center (NAVSAFECEN) offers tips for Sailors in advance of spring vacations. 
 

CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
8. U.S. Leaders Recall Japan Disasters, Relief Efforts 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 09 MAR 12) ... Karen Parrish 

WASHINGTON – President Barack Obama, Vice President Joe Biden and Defense Secretary Leon E. Panetta issued statements 
today marking the upcoming one-year anniversary of the “3/11” earthquake, tsunami and nuclear disasters that devastated Japan. 

 
9. USS Nimitz Brings 2,800 Sailors To Everett 
(EVERETT (WA) HERALD 09 MAR 12) ... Gale Fiege 

EVERETT -- The aircraft carrier USS Nimitz sailed into its new homeport Friday morning with hundreds of its 2,800 Sailors in 
dress wool uniforms lining the rails along the flight deck. 

 
10. False Alarm Prompts A Drill As USS Missouri And Crew Are Put Through The Paces 
(NEW LONDON DAY 11 MAR 12) ... Jennifer McDermott 

Underway on the USS Missouri - Deep below the surface, the Sailors on the USS Missouri were working quietly at their stations 
when suddenly an emergency alarm sounded Friday afternoon. 

 
11. Rear Adm. Scorby's Message On Solid Curtain-Citadel Shield 2012 
(YOUTUBE 09 MAR 12) ... U.S. Navy 

Rear Adm. Jack Scorby, Commander, Navy Region Southeast discusses the upcoming security exercise "Solid Curtain-Citadel 
Shield 2012," which will be conducted on Navy installations in the United States March 19-23, 2012. 

 
12. Peleliu Hosts Former President, Secretary Of The Navy 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 12 MAR 12) ... USS Peleliu Public Affairs 

SAN DIEGO – Former President Jimmy Carter, and the 70th Secretary of the Navy, John Dalton, visited amphibious assault ship 
USS Peleliu (LHA 5) in port Saturday, March 10. 

 
13. U.S. Command Fights Terrorists On African Soil 
(NPR 09 MAR 12) ... Steve Inskeep and Renee Montagne 

The recent spectacular rescue of an American aid worker from Somali pirates put a spotlight on the U.S. military's newest 
regional command, Africom. The Africa Command was created in 2007. Morning Edition's Renee Montagne talks to General Carter 
Ham about U.S. military involvement in Africa and fighting terrorist groups on African soil. 

 
14. U.S. Sergeant Is Said To Kill 16 Civilians In Afghanistan 
(NEW YORK TIMES 12 MAR 12) ... Taimoor Shah and Graham Bowley 

PANJWAI, Afghanistan — Stalking from home to home, a United States Army sergeant methodically killed at least 16 civilians, 
9 of them children, in a rural stretch of southern Afghanistan early on Sunday, igniting fears of a new wave of anti-American hostility, 
Afghan and American officials said. 

 

GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
15. Syrian Brass Defect, Buoying Rebels 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 10 MAR 12) ... Nour Malas and Siobhan Gorman 

Several high-ranking Syrian military officials joined the opposition to President Bashar al-Assad on Thursday and Friday, in the 
Syrian conflict's biggest wave of military defections to date. 

 
16. Military Points To Risks Of A Syrian Intervention 
(NEW YORK TIMES 12 MAR 12) ... Elisabeth Bumiller 

WASHINGTON — Despite growing calls for the United States to help stop the bloodshed in Syria, senior Pentagon officials are 
stepping up their warnings that military intervention would be a daunting and protracted operation, requiring at least weeks of 
exclusively American airstrikes, with the potential for killing vast numbers of civilians and plunging the country closer to civil war. 
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17. Missile Vs. Missile 
Israel accelerates missile defenses as insurgent weapons multiply 
(AVIATION WEEK 12 MAR 12) ... David Fulghum and Jen DiMascio 

Israel usually does not telegraph its punches or hype new technology, but now its leaders have done so. They say they are 
upgrading the long-range, high-altitude Arrow and other anti-missile systems and intend to test them soon. 

 
18. U.S. Senator Says Naval Blockade Of Iran Should Be Considered 
(REUTERS 09 MAR 12) ... Jim Wolf 

WASHINGTON - An international naval blockade of Iranian oil exports should be considered before any resort to air strikes 
against the country's disputed nuclear program, the chairman of the U.S. Senate Armed Services Committee said on Friday. 

 
19. Give Sanctions Time, Panetta Says 
The defense secretary cites 'international' efforts regarding Iran 
(HONOLULU STAR-ADVERTISER 09 MAR 12) ... William Cole 

On his first trip to Hawaii as defense secretary, Leon Panetta stressed the need to give international sanctions enough time to work 
on Iran and Syria as talk grows of military intervention. 

 
20. Bahrain Protesters Boost Pressure With Huge Rally 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 09 MAR 12) ... Reem Khalifa 

MANAMA, Bahrain — Tens of thousands of anti-government protesters flooded a major highway in Bahrain on Friday in one of 
the largest opposition rallies in months against the Gulf nation's rulers. Security forces fired tear gas at smaller groups attempting to 
reach a heavily guarded square that was once the hub of the uprising. 

 
21. S. Korea Military Vows Tough Response To N. Korea Attack 
(KOREA HERALD 12 MAR 12) 

South Korea‘s military chief urged the navy Monday to hit back hard against any new North Korean attack, as Seoul strengthens 
security before a major forum. 

 
22. Construction On Jeju Naval Base Continues 
(KOREA HERALD 11 MAR 12) ... Robert Lee 

Construction on the Jeju Island naval base continued through its first weekend alongside protests from activists and local 
residents. 

 
23. U.S. Tilt Toward Asia Could Strain Relations With Britain 
(DEFENSE NEWS 10 MAR 12) ... Andrew Chuter 

LONDON — When President Barack Obama announced the focus of the U.S. diplomatic and security effort was swinging 
toward the Asia-Pacific region, it sent a shiver through many U.S. allies in Europe. Now a committee of senior British 
parliamentarians says the move is so fundamental that it raises questions for the U.K. about its future relationship with its No. 1 ally. 

 

PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
24. Kitsap Submariners Get Jump On Breathalyzer Campaign 
(KITSAP (WA) SUN 09 MAR 12) ... Ed Friedrich 

BANGOR — Kitsap submariners are fronting a Navy initiative to curb drinking and smoking among Sailors. 
 

25. Up-To Date Emergency Data Vital For Family Readiness 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 10 MAR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class LaTunya Howard, Navy Personnel Command 
Public Affairs 

MILLINGTON, Tenn. -- Off-duty accidents and illnesses were among the leading causes of death for Sailors in calendar year 
2011, said a Navy official March 9. 

 
26. Truman Sailors Attend Women's Personal, Professional Growth Symposium 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 09 MAR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Leona Mynes, USS Harry S. Truman Public 
Affairs 

PORTSMOUTH, Va. -- Female Sailors aboard the aircraft carrier USS Harry S. Truman (CVN 75) attended a women's personal 
and professional growth symposium aboard the ship's auxiliary barge March 7. 
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27. Navy Information Warfare/Cryptology Community Celebrates 77th Anniversary 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 09 MAR 12) ... From Fleet Cyber Command / U.S. 10th Fleet Public Affairs 

NORFOLK, Va. -- The Navy information warfare (IW) and cryptologic technicians (CT) community will celebrate its 77th 
anniversary March 11. 

 
28. A Brightening Mood 
Morale and job satisfaction are up, but pessimism grows on Iraq, Afghanistan 
(MILITARY TIMES 19 MAR 12) ... Cid Standifer 

With the economy still in a funk and politicians and defense officials panicking about Pentagon cutbacks, the morale of the force 
is hardly sky-high — but it is better than last year, according to the 2012 Military Times Poll. 

 
29. Jobless Rate Among Vets At Lowest Since 2008 
(STARS AND STRIPES 10 MAR 12) ... Leo Shane III 

WASHINGTON — The unemployment rate for recent veterans dropped to 7.6 percent in February, the lowest it has been since 
September 2008 and a possible sign of success for high-profile efforts to find veterans jobs. 

 
30. Navy’s New ‘Mayor’ Takes Office 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 11 MAR 12) ... Jeanette Steele 

Before dawn, if you see a lone bicyclist heading from Point Loma toward the downtown waterfront, it might be the Navy’s new 
“mayor” for San Diego. 

 
31. Navy Mom Surprises Son At Fairfield School 
(WKRC CBS CINCINNATI 09 MAR 12) ... Larry Davis 

10 year old Andrew Wyckoff was expecting to chow down on pizza, fish and mac and cheese at school in Fairfield today. What 
he wasn't expecting .....was a special lunch date lunch date with his mother, whom he thought was still serving a tour of duty of 
Afghanistan. 

 
32. Revised Rules Help Veteran Wake From 27-Year Nightmare 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 10 MAR 12) ... Kate Wiltrout 

CHESAPEAKE - One rainy night in 1985, Navy Seaman Katherine Glover was raped while on duty at a NATO base in Italy. 
 

33. Wife Sentenced In Killing Of Navy Doctor 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 09 MAR 12) ... Dana Littlefield 

SAN DIEGO — Calling the crime an “irrevocable tragedy,” a judge sentenced a woman Friday to 16 years to life in prison for 
fatally stabbing her Navy doctor husband more than a year ago. 

 

FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
34. F-35 Development Costs To Come Down In 2015, Pentagon Says 
(DEFENSE DAILY 10 MAR 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

Redesign and modification in the development of F-35 Joint Strike Fighter (JSF) will continue to drive the cost of the program for 
the next few years, but it will likely start dropping in 2015, Vice Adm. David Venlet, the Pentagon's program executive officer for the 
JSF, said recently. 

 
35. U.K. Reviewing Lockheed’s F-35B Model, U.S. Official Says 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 09 MAR 12) ... Tony Capaccio and Gopal Ratnam 

The U.K. is reconsidering its 2010 decision not to buy Lockheed Martin Corp.’s F-35B jet, said U.S. Navy Vice Admiral David 
Venlet, program manager for the Joint Strike Fighter. 

 
36. Navy, Ingalls Agreement Seen As Progress Toward Building Second LHA 
(PASCAGOULA (MS) PRESS 10 MAR 12) ... Harlan Kirgan 

PASCAGOULA, Mississippi -- An agreement signed by the Navy and Huntington Ingalls for LHA 7, the second ship of the 
America-class amphibious assault ships, was applauded Thursday by three members of the Mississippi congressional delegation. 

 
37. Naval Ship To Be Commissioned On Isle 
(GALVESTON DAILY NEWS 10 MAR 12) 

The USS Fort Worth will be commissioned Sept. 22 at Pier 21 in Galveston. 
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38. U.S. Military Unveils Ray Beam As Latest Non-Lethal Weapon 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 11 MAR 12) ... Mathieu Rabechault 

QUANTICO U.S. MARINE CORPS BASE, Virginia — A sensation of unbearable, sudden heat seems to come out of nowhere 
— this wave, a strong electromagnetic beam, is the latest non-lethal weapon unveiled by the U.S. military this week. 

 
39. Always Victorious, Always Ready, Mayport Frigate Hall Decommissioned 
(FLORIDA TIMES-UNION 09 MAR 12) ... Jeff Brumley 

The motto of the USS John L. Hall was “Always Victorious.” It could also have been “Always Ready,” members of its crew said 
Friday when the frigate was decommissioned at Mayport Naval Station. 

 

BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
40. Thousands Trek To Navy Base For Air Display 
(IMPERIAL VALLEY (CA) PRESS 11 MAR 12) ... Elizabeth Varin 

NAVAL AIR FACILITY EL CENTRO — With Air Force dog tags around his neck, Arturo Lopez Jr. ran circles around his 
parents, holding a bright blue toy jet in each hand. 

 
41. Everett Puts Out Big Welcome Mat For The USS Nimitz 
(EVERETT (WA) HERALD 11 MAR 12) ... Julie Muhlstein 

Jenifer Lambert stood in the wind and looked across the water. 
 

42. U.S. Ambassador To Spain And Andorra Visits Rota 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 09 MAR 12) ... By Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Travis Alston, Naval Station Rota, Spain 
Public Affairs 

ROTA, Spain -- The U.S. ambassador to Spain and Andorra toured Naval Station Rota, Spain, March 8, as part of a regional tour. 
 

43. New Round Of Closures Could Doom Portsmouth Naval Shipyard 
(FOSTER (NH) DEMOCRAT 11 MAR 12) ... Scott E. Kinney 

DOVER, N.H. — Local experts say Portsmouth Naval Shipyard could again be threatened by closure, despite best efforts by 
legislators from New Hampshire and Maine to avoid two more rounds of Base Realignment and Closure in Washington. 

 
44. Navy Cancels Two Guam Military Realignment Solicitations 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 11 MAR 12) ... Krista K. Catian, Naval Facilities Engineering Command Pacific Public Affairs 

PEARL HARBOR, Hawaii -- Naval Facilities Engineering Command Pacific announced today the cancellation of the Mamizu 
Multiple Award Construction Contract (MACC) and the Apra Harbor Medical Clinic solicitations funded by the government of Japan 
(GoJ) in support of the Guam Military Realignment. 

 
45. Navy Seeks Comments On Training Program 
The Navy’s training and testing activities would take place in parts of Puget Sound. 
(WHIDBEY (WA) EXAMINER 08 MAR 12) ... Elisabeth Murray 

One challenge facing the Navy is how to ensure effective training while also protecting marine wildlife. And input from the 
public can influence how the Navy balances these conflicting responsibilities. 

 
46. Navy Spouses Continue Outreach Project For Fukushima Residents 
(STARS AND STRIPES 09 MAR 12) ... Erik Slavin 

YOKOSUKA NAVAL BASE, Japan — The Fukushima disaster victims were gathered at the Kawasaki community center, 
eagerly awaiting a blanket or a pair of sandals, when Masako Sullivan first walked in the door. It had been about a month since the 
102 people living in the community center’s gym fled their homes with little more than the clothes on their backs, shortly after the 
Dai-ichi nuclear plant’s reactors began spewing radioactive fallout. 

 
47. SPAWAR Hosts Federal IT Shadow Day For High Tech High School Students 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 09 MAR 12) ... Tina C. Stillions, SPAWAR Headquarters Public Affairs 

SAN DIEGO -- Space and Naval Warfare Systems Command (SPAWAR) hosted a federal Information Technology (IT) Shadow 
Day for local area High Tech High School students at SPAWAR Systems Center Pacific campus March 8. 

 
48. East County Boy, 9, Wins National Award 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 09 MAR 12) ... Nathan Max 

JAMUL — A 9-year-old Jamul boy has won one of five prizes given by a national nonprofit to children of military members who 
stand out among their peers in the community. 
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49. Field Carrier Landings Planned In Virginia Beach 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 11 MAR 12) ... Kate Wiltrout 

The skies around Oceana Naval Air Station in Virginia Beach will be busy the first part of the week. 
 

NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
50. Panetta Makes It Official: Military Must Become Greener 
(NATIONAL DEFENSE 09 MAR 12) ... Sandra Erwin 

Defense Secretary Leon Panetta has given the green light to an ambitious plan to reduce fuel consumption across all branches of 
the military and to promote energy efficiency as a standard way of doing business. 

 
51. Rising Gas Prices Add More Volatility To DoD Budget 
(FEDERAL NEWS RADIO 09 MAR 12) ... Jason Miller 

The spike in gas prices is wreaking havoc, once again, on the Defense Department's budget. 
 

52. Government Can't Keep Up With Information Requests 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 11 MAR 12) ... Richard Lardner 

WASHINGTON — The Obama administration couldn't keep pace with the increasing number of people asking for copies of 
government documents, emails, photographs and more under the U.S. Freedom of Information Act, according to a new analysis of the 
latest federal data by The Associated Press. 

 
53. Afghan Officials Visit Guantanamo In Peace Bid 
(REUTERS 10 MAR 12) ... Missy Ryan 

WASHINGTON -- An Afghan government delegation visited the Guantanamo Bay military prison this week to secure approval 
from five Taliban detainees who may soon be moved to Qatar, a sign that the Obama administration is inching closer to establishing 
peace talks to end the war in Afghanistan. 

 
54. Webb: Limit GI Bill At For-Profit Schools 
(NAVY TIMES 09 MAR 12) ... Rick Maze 

The father of the Post-9/11 GI Bill has launched a battle to preserve the benefit by proposing new restrictions on tuition payments 
to for-profit schools. 

 
55. NATO Breached By Facebook Friend 
(LONDON TELEGRAPH 11 MAR 12) ... Jason Lewis 

When the "friend request" appeared on their Facebook accounts, the military officers and government officials in Britain, 
America and their allies must have been flattered. 

 
56. Week In Review Mar. 03, 2012 – Mar. 09, 2012 
(YOUTUBE 09 MAR 12) ... U.S. Navy 

Welcome to this week's U.S. Navy multimedia production featuring selected images from around the fleet received during the 
week of Mar. 03, 2012 – Mar. 09, 2012. 

 

OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
57. Securing The Future Of Naval Station Everett 
(EVERETT (WA) HERALD 09 MAR 12) ... U.S. Rep. Rick Larsen 

When the USS Nimitz sails into the Puget Sound and takes up its new home at Naval Station Everett today, Snohomish County 
will be welcoming 3,000 Sailors and their families into our community. It will be a proud moment in a long history of working to 
secure the future of Naval Station Everett in our community. 

 
58. One Year After Quake: Japan-U.S. Ties Strong 
(PHEONIX ARIZONA REPUBLIC 10 MAR 12) ... Jun Niimi 

One year ago, an earthquake with a seismic magnitude of 9.0 suddenly struck northeastern Japan. The resulting tsunami, with 
waves as high as 60 feet, brought about devastating damage in the region. 
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59. Why Is Washington So Bad At Strategy? 
Generals and politicians never seem to be on the same page. Is there any way to fix it? 
(FOREIGN POLICY 09 MAR 12) ... Robert Haddick 

At his White House press conference on March 6, President Barack Obama admitted that the recent murders of U.S. trainers in 
Afghanistan was "an indication that now is the time for us to transition" out of Afghanistan. It was a confession that the intractable 
nature of the conflict and a collapse in U.S. patience could trump his plans for a steady and orderly shift to Afghan control. Even 
ardent war advocate Sen. Lindsey Graham, angered by Afghan President Hamid Karzai's apparent intransigence during negotiations 
with the United States, may be ready to "pull the plug." 

 
60. Restoring Faith After ERBs 
(NAVY TIMES 19 MAR 12) ... Editorial 

Navy personnel officials promise a better, more stable future for sailors who’ve survived the painful and contentious cuts 
mandated by last year’s enlisted retention boards. 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Military Aims For Energy Efficiency 
Pentagon Pushes Alternative Fuels as Way to Improve Forces' Capability; Critics Say Plan is Wasteful 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 10 MAR 12) ... Keith Johnson 

The Pentagon unveiled a plan Friday to change the way 
the military uses energy, saying it wants to bring more-
efficient technology to the battlefield in order to save lives and 
money. 

Defense officials depicted the plan as a way to protect 
soldiers, amid criticism from Republicans on Capitol Hill that 
the alternative-energy push is wasteful. 

"The No. 1 justification is improved military capability," 
said Sharon Burke, who was named the Defense Department's 
first assistant secretary for operational energy in 2010. "If you 
get that, it will lower your risks, so it will save lives, and it 
should lower your costs." 

Though some services have begun experimenting in 
recent years with their own energy-saving efforts—the Navy's 
Blue Angels aerobatics team recently made its first flight 
using biofuels—the new plan is the first effort to revamp 
energy use across the Department of Defense. 

The Pentagon accounts for most of the government's 
energy use and more than 1% of U.S. energy consumption. It 
spent more than $17 billion on fuel last year, a sharp increase 
from the year before and one reason why it is looking more 
seriously at alternatives like biofuels at a time of budget 
austerity. 

The measure calls for projects to start in more than a 
dozen areas over the next year. It includes the creation of a 
Defense Operational Energy Board, made up of senior civilian 
and uniformed military officials, that will oversee the new 
strategy. It will also create an alternative-fuels investment 
portfolio to help develop new sources of fuel. Finally, the plan 
will include energy use and energy costs in military 
procurement—important because the operating cost of big 
items such as warships far outweighs the purchase price. 

But the alternative-energy push has its critics, and 
lawmakers recently grilled Navy Secretary Ray Mabus about a 
$12 million biofuel purchase. 

"You're not the secretary of energy, you're the secretary of 
the Navy," said Virginia Republican Randy Forbes, a member 
of the House Armed Services Committee, at a committee 
hearing. 

Supporters say the Pentagon should move faster. 
Congress ordered the Pentagon to publish the plan by 
September. 

"People are dying today. Where is the sense of urgency?" 
said Steve Anderson, a retired U.S. Army general who ran 
logistics in Iraq during the 2007 surge of U.S. troops there. 

He said the U.S. military has been aware for years of the 
dangers of extended supply lines and energy-hungry troops 
and equipment, but top leaders have tended to focus on other 
priorities. 

Ms. Burke, the Pentagon energy chief, says gripes about 
the speed at which the new department is moving are 
misplaced. Energy use had always been taken for granted in 
the military and lasting change requires careful planning, she 
said. 

"If you want it bad, you'll get it bad. We don't want to put 
any science projects in combat right now," Ms. Burke said. 

Fuel use per soldier has risen twentyfold since World War 
II, and the difficulty of supplying fuel to Iraq and Afghanistan 
has put conservation in the spotlight. Military figures show 
about one Marine is killed or wounded for every 50 convoys, 
and every $1 increase in a barrel of oil costs the Navy more 
than $30 million. 

In response, Marines have created forward operating 
bases that use solar power to reduce fuel demand. and the need 
for diesel to be trucked long distances. The Navy has 
experimented with new engines for warships and plans to 
deploy an oil-free carrier strike force. 

"It's not to be green. It's because we believe that's how 
you can be more effective when you fight," said Vice Adm. 
William Burke, the deputy chief of naval operations for 
warfare systems. 

Military planners hope that by embracing energy 
efficiency and alternative fuels, they can spur investment to 
make new technologies cheaper. The alternative fuel the 
military buys now is costly, but the Navy and Air Force are a 
big customer with deep pockets and long-term needs—
something the biofuels industry needs. 

"If the Navy comes, they will build it. We are the 
market," said Mr. Mabus, Navy secretary. 

View Graphic (JPG) 
View Operational Energy Strategy: Implementation Plan 

(PDF) 

Return to Index 
 

2. Senate Subcommittee Holding Hearing In Va. On Navy Energy And Water Policies 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 12 MAR 12) 

NORFOLK, Va. — A U.S. Senate Energy subcommittee 
on water and power is set to hold a hearing in Norfolk. 

The subcommittee is scheduled to hold a field hearing 
aboard the USS Kearsarge at Naval Station Norfolk on 
Monday. 

The purpose of the hearing is to learn more about energy 
and water policies that the Department of the Navy is 
implementing. 

Navy Secretary Ray Mabus will be among those testifying 
on board the amphibious assault ship, which has won 
numerous Navy awards for its energy programs. 

Others scheduled to testify include former U.S. Sen. John 
Warner and leaders from the Navy and Marine Corps. 

Return to Index 
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3. Breaking Down The Booze Test 
Mabus details random alcohol screenings, other parts of readiness initiative 
(NAVY TIMES 19 MAR 12) ... William H. McMichael 

Navy Secretary Ray Mabus knew the Breathalyzer plan 
would raise eyebrows. That’s why, he said, he talked about it 
first while unveiling the 21st Century Sailor and Marine 
initiative March 5 for a worldwide satellite TV audience and a 
hangar deck full of troops. 

Beginning sometime this year — the timelines for all 
programs in the initiative were squishy — duty-section sailors 
reporting for work will take a breath test for alcohol. Other 
sailors will be subject to random testing. 

The program expands a Navy pilot program; the Marine 
Corps will implement a similar program in select units before 
doing so forcewide. Starting April 1, random breath tests will 
be administered to Marines in four units, an official with 
knowledge of the program, but unauthorized to talk with 
media about it, told Navy Times. 

The testing is part of a package of programs, old and new, 
that the Navy hopes will maximize sailor and Marine personal 
readiness and resiliency for a force driven hard by a decade of 
high operational tempo. Alcohol abuse, Mabus said, 
contributes to a wide range of negative social and personnel 
issues: suicide, sexual assault and domestic violence, as well 
as lapses in fitness and safety. 

The breath-test results will not be used to punish sailors 
unless they’re over the local legal limit; they’ll be used “only 
as a training and prevention tool,” Mabus said — a way to 
direct “appropriate counseling or treatment before any of those 
career or life altering instances happen.” “If this tool points 
out that somebody’s doing that not once but more times than 
that, then it gives the command a tool to [perform] what the 
Navy terms ‘intrusive leadership’ — to take some action, 
whether it’s counseling, treatment of one kind or another, 
before you get to something that would cause punishment,” 
Mabus said. 

“We’re not telling you not to drink, if you’re old enough,” 
Mabus continued. “We are telling you that it’s important to 
keep legal, responsible use of alcohol from turning into a 
problem... 

Sailors who drink excessively or too late the night before 
and report to duty can place themselves, their shipmates and 
equipment at risk.” That spells moderation — particularly the 
night before a duty day. 

“If you’ve got work at 7 o’clock the next morning and the 
Super Bowl’s on the night before, [you can] still go to the 
Super Bowl party, still have a drink — but don’t have too 
much to drink, and don’t drink too late if you have to go to 
work the next day,” Mabus explained at a post-speech news 
conference. 

The program, however, is not a free pass. Mabus said that 
someone reporting drunk for duty will get in trouble. Under 
military law, being drunk on duty is punishable by 
court-martial. 

“If you come on board and you’re over the limit — the 
legal limit, and you’ve just driven up on the pier — 
something’s gonna happen to you,” Mabus said. “Something’s 
gonna happen to you today if you do that.” Mabus did not say 
when the program will begin, nor did he offer a specific start 
date for any of the other initiatives he announced. The Navy 
later said “some” of the start dates will be forthcoming. 

“Program time lines are still developed and finalized,” 
said Navy spokesman Lt. Matt Allen. “Some of these should 
become available when the website [for the initiative] 
launches at the end of the month.” 

A 3-Year Break 
Although Mabus noted early in his remarks that the 21st 

Century initiative is a combination of “new and existing” 
objectives and policies, his sweeping introduction of the career 
intermission program and the positive impact it would have on 
women in the Navy certainly gave it the sound of something 
that would be applied on a wide scale. 

Under the program, both male and female sailors can shed 
their uniforms for up to three years and return to the ranks 
without penalty for personal or professional reasons. Those 
taking time off will be able to keep their military health care, 
exchange and commissary privileges and restart their careers 
at “exactly the point that you left off,” Mabus said. 

The Navy confirmed March 9 that the program is still in 
the pilot stage and will remain so through 2015. It has 40 
participants a year — 20 officers, 20 enlisted. And top 
performers only, please. 

A related initiative touted by Mabus, a 12-month 
operational deferment for uniformed mothers following the 
birth of a child, has been Navy policy since June 2007. It 
states that pregnant servicewomen cannot be assigned to units 
that are deploying as of their 20th week of pregnancy. 
Servicewomen can ask that the deferment be waived at any 
point. 

Additional elements of the 21st Century Sailor and 
Marine initiative include: 

 Beefed-up sexual assault prevention training, 
including three 90-minute sessions for every sailor 
during their “A” school training. “A sexual assault is 
an attack on a sailor or Marine, and none of their 
shipmates should tolerate such an attack,” Mabus 
said. “All allegations will be thoroughly investigated 
and, where appropriate, prosecuted.” 

 More mandatory training for motorcycle riders, and a 
zero-tolerance stance on drinking and driving. To 
ensure that officers “set the example of zero tolerance 
for drinking and driving,” Mabus said the Navy is 
establishing a formal policy that requires “any 
alcohol-related incident to be properly reviewed prior 
to an officer’s promotion.” 

 Moving from a culture of testing to a culture of 
physical fitness in an effort to promote year-round 
fitness, even on smaller ships at sea, and avoiding 
“cramming” for semiannual fitness tests. “Fuel to 
Fight” will introduce more healthy food options to 
sailors’ diets. And the Navy will take additional steps 
toward being smoke-free with a new educational 
campaign, free smoking cessation products or 
services afloat and ashore to anyone who wants to 
quit, and, on or before Sept. 30, the end of discounts 
on smoking products in Navy exchanges and ship’s 
stores. 



 

10 
 

 Establishment of a new Navy Department diversity 
officer. “We are better war fighters when we have a 
diversity of ideas, experiences, expertise and 
backgrounds to fulfill our variety of missions,” 
Mabus said. In particular, he said he wants to 

improve the Navy and Marine Corps as places 
“where more women want to stay and make a career 
and move on to the top ranks of our officers and our 
[noncommissioned officers].” 

Return to Index 
 

4. The Calm After The Cuts 
Top personnel officials pledge stable force, better advancement chances in wake of ERBs 
(NAVY TIMES 19 MAR 12) ... Mark D. Faram 

Navy leaders are making the rounds of the fleet with a 
promise of a better, more stable future for sailors after a round 
of painful and contentious cuts. 

The Navy’s top uniformed personnel officer, Vice Adm. 
Scott Van Buskirk, and Juan Garcia, the assistant secretary of 
the Navy for manpower and reserve affairs, say advancements, 
which reached a recent low in fiscal 2011, will begin to rise 
and re-enlistment approvals will increase. Opportunities to 
change ratings will also get better as the Navy beefs up 
strength in new skills. 

The visits come amid widespread concerns raised by last 
year’s enlisted retention boards, which involuntarily cut 2,946 
sailors from the ranks. While the figure amounts to less than 1 
percent of the total active force, many feared the worst and 
wondered whether their jobs were safe. 

In interviews with Navy Times, Van Buskirk and Garcia 
said that in fiscal 2012, they will focus on stabilizing end 
strength and fighting against future cuts. In fiscal 2013, they 
said, the service will trim officer ranks and make minor 
increases in enlisted strength. 

“Hopefully, we’ve used that for the first and last time. We 
have said that we’re not going to do it again this year or next 
year, nor are we planning for the year after,” Van Buskirk told 
Navy Times. 

“If things go as planned, hopefully we’ll never have to do 
an ERB [again], and if we did have to do one, use it strictly as 
a conversion mechanism,” rather than as a tool to separate 
sailors, he said. 

“We would like to have never had to conduct the ERB,” 
he added. “But we saw that it was necessary to rebalance and 
reshape the force, and the key thing here is it is having the 
effect we hoped it would have.” The ERB process worked as 
planned to take pressure off the Navy’s Perform to Serve re-
enlistment approval program, “our primary tool that we use” 
for maintaining balance within the Navy’s ratings, he said. 

“We knew we needed to balance overmanned ratings and 
really look toward fixing the undermanned ratings,” Van 
Buskirk said. “And as a result, what we achieved so far in the 
balancing of 31 overmanned ratings: By the end of this year, 
we’ll be down to six.” Garcia said doing the board was “an 
agonizing decision, and an agonizing process, especially for 
those sailors most impacted — those who’ve done one, two 
and even three combat deployments.” 

Re-Enlistment And Advancement 
Both leaders said the bright side of last year’s painful cuts 

is that surviving sailors will have a better chance to win PTS 
approval this year and re-enlist, or advance to a higher 
paygrade. 

“We are already seeing the massive, massive changes 
with PTS,” Garcia said, noting that approvals for re-enlistment 
have risen “from three out of 10 to eight out of 10 successful, 

and in some rates higher than that.” He didn’t give specific 
examples. 

In written testimony to Congress on March 6, Van 
Buskirk told lawmakers that in fiscal 2011, 6,765 sailors were 
told by PTS they couldn’t re-enlist and were sent home. 

“We plan to separate another 6,650 sailors through PTS in 
FY 12, and fewer in FY 13,” he wrote. “PTS has significantly 
improved enlisted manning balance permitting us to offer in-
rate re-enlistment to more sailors.” Both leaders also predicted 
more advancement opportunity, with Garcia saying, “For the 
next advancement cycle, advancement is going to be well 
above the norms we’ve had in the last couple of years. It’s 
going to provide real opportunity.” Van Buskirk wasn’t so 
bold, saying the jump would put advancement rates back 
“closer to historic norms.” When asked to define what the 
historic norms were and how this spring’s advancement might 
look, officials said it’s too early to tell. 

Each cycle’s quotas are developed once all the exams are 
graded. 

“For the March 2012 exam cycle, advancement quota 
development will occur in May,” said Lt. Laura Stegherr, 
spokeswoman for the chief of naval personnel. “Specific 
estimates provided before May would be speculative.” 
However, sources say the Navy will continue the upward trend 
seen in last fall’s petty officer advancement cycle. Those same 
sources say officials most likely will err on the conservative 
side when developing this year’s spring and fall advancement 
quotas. 

The idea is to temper the increase in opportunity enough 
to make a difference, but not make drastic changes that could 
put a rating in trouble again if the manpower picture changes. 

End Strength 
The Navy’s personnel moves are aimed at fitting the 

service’s end strength into a budget request designed to reduce 
Defense Department spending by $259 billion over the next 
five years. 

The service had 323,773 active duty enlisted members 
and officers as of March 8 — about 1,000 more than it expects 
to have at the end of the fiscal year. The authorized end 
strength for fiscal 2012 is 325,700, but the Navy has 
announced it intends to be at 322,700 by Sept. 30. 

“We expect to finish fiscal year ’12 below end strength 
controls, largely due to effective force management policies 
within the enlisted force,” Van Buskirk told lawmakers in his 
written testimony. “At the same time, we are overexecuting 
our officer strength. To remedy this imbalance, we plan to 
stabilize enlisted strength while gradually reducing officer 
strength.” The current budget request has the Navy staying at 
322,700 for fiscal 2013 before dipping down to 319,000 in 
fiscal 2014 and then to 318,300 in 2015. End strength climbs 
back up to 319,300 in fiscal 2016 and 319,500 in 2017. 
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Van Buskirk said Navy officials are working to make that 
figure more stable and avoid the dip in strength over the next 
five years. 

“That just puts a stress on our recruiting force, stress on 
our training infrastructure by creating more people awaiting 
training and transfers,” he said. 

His end goal, he said, is to make that line as “flat as 
possible across the [next five years].” In recent years, officials 
have lamented they have had to adjust their enlisted recruiting 
levels down each year because of high retention. 

“Our strategy focuses on rebalancing the force to achieve 
the right mix of officers and enlisted personnel by increasing 
enlisted accessions over time, reducing officer accessions in a 
controlled manner through judicious application of force 
management tools to address officer overages in specific 
skills,” he told the House Armed Services personnel 
subcommittee March 6. 

Trimming officers is part of that strategy, he told 
lawmakers. Since the drawdowns of the 1990s, the enlisted 
force has been cut by nearly 50 percent, while the officer 
community has been cut by 28 percent. 

Van Buskirk told Navy Times that there’s really no “one 
size fits all” officer-to-enlisted ratio. Different communities 
have different requirements, he said, and it’s not fair to 
compare across the board when the mix should be different — 
for example, measuring the medical community against the 
surface warfare or aviation communities. 

“My point is, there’s been a lot of other dynamics there 
and you go back in history and look at the decisions we made 

and where we ended up because of them, it gives a healthy 
perspective on the whole picture,” he said. 

Still, it’s clear that officer ranks will see some trimming 
in fiscal 2013; the Navy’s budget calls for 2,181 fewer officers 
while boosting enlisted ranks by 2,013. 

15-Year Retirements 
One of the tools the Navy has looked at using for 

reducing officer ranks is the Temporary Early Retirement 
Authority, known as TERA. 

However, approximately 300 enlisted sailors selected for 
separation by ERBs will be allowed to retire under the 
authority. Only those who’ll reach the 15-year mark by Sept. 1 
will qualify — leaving hundreds of others within minutes, 
days or months of qualifying for that retirement. 

An E-6 cut by an ERB will get approximately $50,000 in 
involuntary separation pay. But an E-6 allowed to retire under 
the 15-year plan will get nearly $900,000 in pension 
payments. 

Despite complaints about the Sept. 1 cutoff, Van Buskirk 
says there’s no plan to move that date. 

Future use of early retirements in the enlisted force is 
unlikely, Garcia said. The Navy, he said, was surprised when 
Congress granted the authority and scrambled to get approval 
for the 300 ERB sailors. 

But as for offering it to others in the enlisted ranks, he 
told Navy Times that “it’s not contemplated right now.” “It’s a 
tool we’ve got, it’s available,” he said, “but it’s not in the 
game plan.” 
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5. Locklear Takes Over At U.S. Pacific Command 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 10 MAR 12) ... Audrey McAvoy 

CAMP SMITH, Hawaii — The commander of NATO-led 
operations that helped Libyan rebels overthrow Moammar 
Gadhafi took over Friday as the top U.S. military commander 
in Asia and the Pacific. 

Adm. Samuel Locklear moved into the job leading the 
Pacific Command as the United States places greater emphasis 
on its military presence in the region in response to Asia’s 
growing economic importance and China’s rise as a military 
power. 

“In a world where the economy, population and military 
power are all shifting toward the Pacific, the job you fill today 
has never been more important,” Army Gen. Martin Dempsey, 
chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, said at a change-of-
command ceremony. 

America's future depends on the peace and prosperity of 
Asia and the Pacific, Defense Secretary Leon Panetta told the 
crowd of several hundred people gathered at command 
headquarters on a hill overlooking Pearl Harbor. 

“When I look across the world to the threats and 
challenges that we face as a nation — from terrorism, natural 
disasters, proliferation of weapons of nuclear destruction, to 
rogue nations and the rising powers of the Pacific — this 
region has most of those threats here,” Panetta said. 

Panetta said the position required not just a great warrior 
but also “a great diplomat.” 

Locklear last month told the Senate Armed Services 
Committee at his confirmation hearing that China’s military 

buildup is a source of strategic uncertainty. He described the 
current military relationship as “cooperative but competitive.” 

“It would be my plan to, in every way possible, improve 
our military-to-military relationship, with the recognition that 
there are things we won’t agree on, that greater transparency is 
for the good of all of us to avoid miscalculation,” Locklear 
told the committee. 

Willard, the outgoing commander, has said that U.S.-
China military ties have been maintained at a senior level but 
China is reluctant to have tactical and operational ties with the 
U.S. 

In the past, Beijing has stymied bilateral military 
exchanges in response to U.S. arms sales to the self-governing 
island of Taiwan, which China considers a renegade province. 

Panetta said Locklear brings “great talents” to his new 
job, and praised the admiral’s performance during the 
campaign against Gadhafi’s forces. He noted some questioned 
the success of that operation. 

“Bringing that many nations together to go after targets in 
Libya and be able to coordinate that, to develop targets and 
then distribute those targets to various countries — that’s a 
huge responsibility,” Panetta said Thursday. “And yet, Sam 
Locklear was able to put that operation together.” 

Locklear graduated from the U.S. Naval Academy in 
1977. He has commanded the U.S. 3rd Fleet and the Nimitz 
aircraft carrier strike group. Most recently he commanded U.S. 
Navy in Europe and Africa. 
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The Pacific Command is responsible for an area 
stretching from the U.S. West Coast to India. It oversees some 

325,000 military and civilian personnel — about one-fifth of 
the military’s payroll. 
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6. Big E's Final Journey 
USS Enterprise, the nation’s oldest aircraft carrier, heads out for a mission for the final time on Sunday 
(NEWPORT NEWS DAILY PRESS 12 MAR 12) ... Hugh Lessig 

ABOARD THE USS ENTERPRISE— Ray Godfrey was 
a 21-year-old Sailor on the aircraft carrier USS Enterprise 
when it first deployed 50 years ago. 

"It was about duty, truthfully, how to serve my country," 
he said. "I liked it – 16-hour days." 

As he spoke pier side on Sunday at Naval Station 
Norfolk, the Enterprise prepared to leave for its final 
deployment, ending a remarkable run that began in 1962 and 
saw it serve in major conflicts from the Cuban Missile Crisis 
to the Middle East wars. 

On the flight deck Sunday, another 21-year-old Sailor 
manned the rails with his shipmates and readied himself for 
his first time at sea. 

Airman Myles Thompson of Colombia, Tenn., didn't 
know Ray Godfrey, but he knew what the older man 
represented. 

"They laid the groundwork for us," he said. "We're just 
following in their footsteps." 

This is being billed a "business-as-usual" deployment for 
the nation's oldest aircraft carrier, which will lead a strike 
group into the perilous waters of the Middle East. The crew 
will worry about the usual things: pirates, mariners in distress, 
humanitarian crises and the ever-present threat of hostilities in 
hot spots like Iran and Syria. 

The Enterprise will handle another task that has also 
become routine. It will take another generation of Sailors to 
sea. And across the years, those Sailors have more in common 
than might be apparent at first glance. 

Unconventional Paths 
Godfrey, now 72 years old, joined the Navy after 

dropping out of high school. 
"I made it all the way through the ninth grade," he joked. 
That didn't stop him from taking on a big challenge: 

entering the Navy's nuclear program. After being selected, he 
began a rigorous period of academic study and trained on 
prototype nuclear equipment. The Enterprise was being 
constructed as the nation's first nuclear-powered flattop. There 
was no other ship on which he could practice. 

Shortly after his maiden voyage, the ship was reloaded 
and sent south. It was the fall of 1962. 

"All of a sudden, we were off the coast of Florida and the 
water was warm and President Kennedy got on and told us 
what was going on," Godfrey recalled. 

The young Sailor found himself in the midst of the Cuban 
Missile Crisis, a dangerous standoff that brought the U.S. and 
the Soviet Union to the brink of war. 

"We just went down there and did our job," Godfrey said. 
Thompson, the young airman, followed a different path to 

the Enterprise, but it also might be considered unconventional. 
He didn't plan on entering the military at all. He spent time 
applying to colleges, but that didn't work out. 

"I needed something to get my life started, and I decided 
the military was at least a way to get it started," he said. 

Thompson's friend had joined the Navy the previous year, 
so Thompson chose that path as well. Getting his start on the 
Enterprise was icing on the cake. 

"I got switched here and got orders to the Enterprise," he 
said. "I actually got told it was the some of the best orders I 
could have gotten." 

Like Godfrey, Thompson has no illusions about the 
dangers of life at sea. In his case, it has tragically hit home. 
The friend who convinced Thompson to join the Navy was 
Petty Officer 2nd Class Matthew Bergman, who was lost at 
sea while serving on the USS Boxer last year in the Gulf of 
Aden. 

On Sunday, Thompson wore a wristband inscribed with 
his friend's name as the Enterprise headed out. 

The Pioneers 
Thompson has an entire career ahead of him, and if he 

needs inspiration, he can look to Godfrey, who did pretty well 
for a high school dropout. 

Godfrey not only received his high-school equivalency 
diploma while in the Navy, but his military training catapulted 
him to career with Westinghouse. He worked in research and 
development on spent nuclear fuel and moved into senior 
management – all without a college education. 

Capt. William Hamilton Jr., the Enterprise commander, 
said that first crew represented something special. 

"These are the guys who invented this stuff," he said. 
"They were the pioneers in this eight-reactor nuclear warship 
that was the largest ship in the world at the time it was built. 
We appreciate them a lot and we owe them a lot." 

Broadcast Clip – Enterprise Carrier Strike Group 
Departs 

(NEWPORT NEWS DAILY PRESS 11 MAR 12) 
The Enterprise Carrier Strike Group departed for their 

final deployment just after noon today from pier #12 at Naval 
Station Norfolk for about 7 months to the middle east to 
support operation with the Navy’s 5th and 6th Fleets. 

View Clip (RT: 1:34) 
Broadcast Clip - A Look Back At The USS Enterprise 
Carrier readies for final mission 
(WAVY NBC NORFOLK 09 MAR 12) Art Kohn 
On March 11, the USS Enterprise will embark on its final 

mission. Many members of the current crew weren't even born 
when the nuclear aircraft carrier was launched in 1960. 

But believe it or not, some of the shipbuilders who built 
the "Big E" are still working at Newport News Shipbuilding. 
Construction of the USS Enterprise began in the late 1950s, 
and at that time, it was the largest warship ever built. 

View Clip (RT: 3:59) 
Photo Gallery – ‘The Big E’ Makes Final Voyage 
(WAVY NBC NORFOLK 11 MAR 12) 
View Gallery (8 Photos) 
Photo Gallery - Aircraft Carrier Enterprise Deploys 
(NORFOLK VIGINIAN-PILOT 11 MAR 12) Bill Tiernan 
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The aircraft carrier Enterprise deployed for the 
Mediterranean Sea today. It is The Big "E"'s final deployment. 
The aircraft carrier will be retired from active service when it 
returns later this fall. The Enterprise is the longest aircraft 

carrier in the U.S. fleet, and is also the oldest. It has been 
involved in several wars as well as the Cuban missile crisis 
over the past 50 years. 

View Gallery (13 Photos) 
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7. Safety Tips For Sailors With Spring Fever 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 09 MAR 12) ... April Phillips, Naval Safety Center Public Affairs 

NORFOLK, Va. -- The Naval Safety Center 
(NAVSAFECEN) offers tips for Sailors in advance of spring 
vacations. 

The biggest stereotypes about spring break revolve 
around alcohol abuse. While movies and television may 
glamorize binge drinking, the Centers for Disease Control 
(CDC) report that this behavior can be deadly. They define 
binge drinking as a male consuming five or more alcoholic 
beverages or a woman consuming four or more alcoholic 
beverages within a two-hour period. They report findings that 
have alarming implications for Sailors: 

 The prevalence of drinking among men is higher than 
the prevalence among women. 

 About 90 percent of the alcohol consumed by those 
under the age of 21 is in the form of binge drinks. 

 Binge drinkers are 14 times more likely to report 
alcohol-impaired driving than non-binge drinkers. 

Given that there are a large number of males and younger 
adults in the Navy, these statistics show there is reason for 
concern. Nonetheless, Sailors have plenty of smart options, 
according to Dan Dray, a traffic and recreation safety 
specialist at NAVSAFECEN. 

"We know that the young Sailors and Marines are going 
to go out and have fun, but the biggest asset they have in terms 
of safety is their peers. Everyone carries a cell phone these 
days, so if you've had too much to drink, call a friend to come 
pick you up or take advantage of the safe ride programs that 
many ships offer," Dray said. 

Training and awareness appear to be paying off. The 
Naval Safety Center tracks whether alcohol was a factor in 
fatal mishaps. The recently completed winter safety campaign 
ran from Dec. 1, 2011, through Feb. 29, 2012. This season 
there were two fatalities where alcohol was a contributing 
factor. Both were motor vehicle mishaps. While those are two 
too many, when compared to winter 2010-2011 when there 
were six alcohol-related fatalities and winter 2009-2010 when 
there were nine, it's an obvious improvement and a trend 
consistently moving in the right direction. 

While impaired driving is an obvious danger associated 
with over-consumption of alcohol, there are other problems as 
well. Aside from health risks such as high blood pressure, 
stroke, neurological damage and liver disease, the CDC 
reports that alcohol abuse is a major factor in sexual assaults. 
Eliminating this criminal behavior is a major goal in the Navy 
and Marine Corps according to a recent blog post detailing 
Secretary of the Navy Ray Mabus' 21st Century Sailor and 
Marine initiative. 

The safety portion of this initiative states in part that the 
naval services will "aggressively prevent sexual assaults from 
occurring, support sexual assault victims, and hold offenders 
accountable." 

Using alcohol responsibly and maintaining situational 
awareness are important steps toward achieving this goal, 
Dray said. 

Safety is one of the five areas of the 21st Century Sailor 
and Marine initiative which consolidates a set of objectives 
and policies, new and existing, to maximize Sailor and Marine 
personal readiness, build resiliency and hone the most combat-
effective force in the history of the Department of the Navy. 

Return to Index 
 
 

CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
8. U.S. Leaders Recall Japan Disasters, Relief Efforts 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 09 MAR 12) ... Karen Parrish 

WASHINGTON – President Barack Obama, Vice 
President Joe Biden and Defense Secretary Leon E. Panetta 
issued statements today marking the upcoming one-year 
anniversary of the “3/11” earthquake, tsunami and nuclear 
disasters that devastated Japan. 

Obama said he and First Lady Michelle Obama join all 
Americans in honoring the memory of the 19,000 victims lost 
or missing. “We continue to be inspired by the Japanese 
people, who faced unimaginable loss with extraordinary 
fortitude,” he said. 

The 8.9 magnitude earthquake struck northeastern Japan 
in the afternoon of March 11, triggering a tsunami. The 
disasters killed an estimated 16,000 people and destroyed 
coastal villages, towns and cities in the Tohoku region. The 
earthquake damaged the Fukushima Dai-Ichi nuclear plant, 

which suffered cooling system failures, fires and explosions 
continued through March 15. 

Japanese Prime Minister Naoto Kan said the disasters 
were the worst crisis his nation had faced since World War II. 
Some 3,000 Japanese people remain missing. 

In today’s statement, the president said the United States 
mobilized immediately to aid Japan in a relief effort named for 
the Japanese word for “friend.” 

“At the peak of Operation Tomodachi -- our single, 
largest bilateral military operation with Japan ever -- the 
Department of Defense had 24,000 personnel, 190 aircraft, 
and 24 Navy ships supporting humanitarian assistance and 
disaster relief efforts,” Obama noted. 

Japan’s government has led rebuilding efforts over the 
past year, Obama said, while U.S. experts “continue to support 
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Japan’s ongoing efforts to deal with the challenges associated 
with Fukushima.” 

Obama said he and the first lady are grateful for the 
contributions American civilians and service members have 
made to Japan’s recovery. 

“On this day when our thoughts and prayers are with the 
Japanese people in remembrance of the hardship faced one 
year ago, let us also celebrate the recovery under way in Japan 
and pay tribute to Japan’s unflagging dedication to bettering 
the lives of others throughout the world,” the president said. 

Biden, in his statement, recalled his visit to Japan five 
months after the disasters. 

“The survivors I met in Natori and Sendai made clear to 
me that the disaster met its match in the resilience and 
fortitude of the Japanese people,” the vice president said. 
“While struck by the scale of the devastation, I also witnessed 
remarkable and inspiring progress in rebuilding homes, 
schools, and workplaces.” 

In Sendai, Biden said, he visited an airport that had been 
flooded and later became a refugee center. 

“A week after the tsunami, Japanese and American forces 
reopened a runway, allowing the arrival of hundreds of relief 
workers and more than two million tons of humanitarian 
supplies,” he said. As Japan rebuilds, America will stand with 
its allies as long as it takes, Biden added. 

“We join the Japanese people today in honoring the 
memories of those lost as they continue to work for a better 
future,” he said. 

Panetta also expressed admiration “for the strength and 
resilience of the Japanese people,” adding that he too, in a visit 
last year, had seen their determination to rebuild their country 
even stronger than before. 

"The U.S. military was proud to support the government 
of Japan in responding to this disaster, and the success of these 
efforts is a testament to the strength of our alliance,” the 
secretary said. 

The United States remains committed to helping Japan 
rebuild, Panetta said, and the U.S. military will continue to 
deepen its partnership with Japanese forces. 

“Japan is more than just an ally,” the secretary said. “It is 
also a great friend of America. Together we will continue to 
forge ahead to achieve peace, prosperity, and a better future 
for both of our countries.” 

Panetta thanked the thousands of Defense Department 
men and women who responded to Japan’s disasters. 

“Within moments of disaster striking, the United States 
armed forces, under the leadership of [Navy] Adm. Robert 
Willard, were fully mobilized to support the Japanese 
government in its response and recovery efforts,” he said. 

Willard commands U.S. Pacific Command, the nation’s 
largest combatant command, and led U.S. relief efforts after 
the earthquake struck. Willard, who is retiring after a 39-year 
career, will hand that position over to Navy Adm. Samuel J. 
Locklear III in a ceremony later today. 

Panetta said the greatest service anyone can perform is to 
help fellow human beings in need. 

“Together, Japanese and American forces helped those in 
need, and solidified the friendship between our two great 
nations for generations to come," the secretary said. 

 
 

3/11 First Responders In Japan’s Triple Disaster 
Overcome Fears, Shock 

(BLOOMBERG NEWS 11 MAR 12) Jacob Adelman, 
Chisaki Watanabe and Yuji Okada 

Flight engineer Tsutomu Kimura had his first look into 
the smoking ruins of the No. 3 reactor building when his 
helicopter buzzed over the Fukushima Dai-Ichi (9501) atomic 
plant three days after it exploded. 

It was March 17, 2011, and Kimura’s job was to push the 
button to dump 7,500 liters (1,979 gallons) of seawater onto 
the yellow steel dome of the overheating nuclear containment 
vessel. The blown-out five-story structure bore little 
resemblance to pre-March 11 pictures he saw before take-off. 

“What if another explosion occurs? What will happen to 
my family?” Kimura thought at the time, he said in an 
interview last month at the Ground Self-Defense Force’s 
Camp Kisarazu in Chiba prefecture, near Tokyo. 

One year after the March 11 earthquake and tsunami left 
more than 19,000 people dead or missing and caused the 
meltdown of three nuclear reactor cores, soldiers and firemen 
recalled in interviews of saving lives and burying bodies. 
More than 100,000 members of Japan’s Self-Defense Forces 
poured into northeast Japan in the country’s biggest military 
mobilization since the forces were set up in 1954. 

The troops marched into a natural disaster along 400 
kilometers (248 miles) of the coast caused by the biggest 
recorded earthquake to hit Japan. It threw up a tsunami as high 
as 39 meters that wiped out towns, tossed 400-ton trawlers 
kilometers inland and drowned thousands. 

The Japanese forces were joined by more than 24,500 
U.S. troops in what was named Operation Tomodachi, the 
Japanese word for friend. Firefighters from all 47 prefectures 
in Japan joined search and rescue efforts. 

Deploying Troops 
The SDF’s Colonel Minoru Tomii at Camp Sendai was 

responsible to deploy soldiers in the Tohoku region at the 
center of the disaster, including Fukushima. 

While the army had contingency plans for natural 
disasters, they weren’t adequate for the scale of devastation. 
“We didn’t have enough troops,” the 54-year-old officer said 
in an interview at Camp Ogori in Fukuoka prefecture, where 
he is now a major general. 

The physical strain and psychological pressure to find 
survivors were compounded by communication delays. The 
SDF set up its first combined army, navy and air-force task 
force, which then had communication glitches because their 
customized radios used different frequencies. 

Saving Lives 
“SDF troops came from all over Japan to save people,” 

said Tomii’s superior officer Eiji Kimizuka. “As time passed, 
that changed to recovering dead bodies,” said Kimizuka, who 
is now the GSDF’s Chief of Staff, at a press conference on 
March 8. 

Japan’s Self-Defense Forces rescued 19,286 people or 70 
percent of the total number of survivors, and recovered 9,505 
bodies, according to the Ministry of Defense. 

Tomoharu Watanabe, a firefighter in Futaba county where 
the Fukushima atomic plant is located, said his first tasks were 
search and rescue. The nuclear disaster exposed him to more 
dangerous work. 

As the Fukushima reactors began failing, Futaba Fire 
Chief Kazuo Abe told his men that they needed to deliver 
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water to the plant on March 13 to cool nuclear reactors. The 
firefighters were to enter the atomic station a day after the first 
hydrogen explosion blew up a reactor building. 

“Some of them thought they might die,” Abe, 57, said in 
an interview at the fire department’s temporary headquarters 
in Kawauchi. “It was tough on the men.” 

‘Suicide Missions’ 
Watanabe was one of 21 men who went into the 

Fukushima plant on March 16. 
“I heard about Chernobyl, where some firefighters had to 

go on suicide missions,” the 36-year-old said in an interview 
at the fire station. “I thought I may get a dose of radiation, but 
I knew I wouldn’t die if I used my equipment and knowledge 
correctly.” 

About 1,740 kilometers southwest of Fukushima at the 
Kadena Air Base in Okinawa, Major Parkin Bryson, a 
helicopter pilot with the U.S. Air Force’s 33rd Rescue 
Squadron, was working in his office on March 11 when a 
colleague burst in to tell him of the unfolding disaster. 

Before dawn the following morning, Bryson was at 
Yokota Air Base in western Tokyo. Over the next month, he 
and the HH-60G helicopter’s three crew members would fly 
almost daily missions up the coast. 

During one stop in freezing temperatures about 14 
kilometers north of the city of Ishinomaki, he found about 50 
people sheltering in a community center with no heating. His 
helicopter and two others carried the group to a heated shelter 
40 kilometers away. 

“The best part is just that you’re able to get them where 
they need to go,” Bryson, 33, said in an interview at Kadena. 

Cigarettes And Whiskey 
Another search and rescue team member, Senior Airman 

Nicholas Robillard, said his crewmates spotted a few people in 
a wrecked town and landed to see if they needed anything. 

“The only thing they asked for was cigarettes and 
whiskey and gasoline,” Robillard, 24, said in an interview. 
The crew was able to scrounge together a pack and a half of 
smokes, but “no whiskey,” he said. 

The relief effort was joined by the Air Force’s Okinawa- 
based 353rd Special Operations Group, which is trained to 

deliver supplies and humanitarian aid to no-go zones, such as 
bombed-out airstrips. 

For Lieutenant Colonel Eric Zimmerman, the challenge 
was to get supplies into the city of Sendai, where the airport’s 
runways were littered with wrecked cars and trucks. 

Zimmerman wanted to fly a crew to a military airfield in 
Matsushima, about 30 kilometers north of Sendai. They would 
then travel overland to the commercial airport. 

Shorter Runway 
“We were like, ‘Well, if we get a couple guys on the 

ground, they can look at that runway and mark off a piece 
that’s usable and we can start flying airplanes into there,” 
Zimmerman said in an interview at Kadena. 

His team used MC-130 aircraft that can land on 3,000 feet 
of runway, compared with 12,000 feet for a Boeing Co. (BA) 
747. 

Before that mission could be undertaken, U.S. military 
commanders had to convince Japanese authorities, 
Zimmerman said. 

“They considered Sendai to be a complete loss, and they 
weren’t going to have airplanes landing there for six months to 
a year,” Zimmerman said. “We were anxious to demonstrate 
what we could do. We were anxious to help.” 

Five days after the quake, Zimmerman got the go-ahead 
for the mission. Concerns on the U.S. side about radiation 
fallout may have contributed to the delay, he said. 

Son Of Sendai 
A team of 19 special operations airmen landed in 

Matsushima on March 16 at 5:50 a.m. About half of the team 
carried on to Sendai airport in a Humvee and a van. Japanese 
construction workers helped them clear the airstrips. 

By 2:30 p.m. the same day, Major Brian Helton landed 
the first plane at Sendai airport since the quake. 

“It looked like a parking lot of destroyed cars,” said 
Helton, who also flew the first Air Force MC-130 into Port-
au- Prince’s airport after Haiti’s magnitude 7 quake in January 
2010. For that landing, Helton got the nickname “Hero of 
Haiti,” said Major Jeremy Bergin, who commanded some of 
the flights to northeast Japan. 

Now Helton has another nickname: “Son of Sendai.” 
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9. USS Nimitz Brings 2,800 Sailors To Everett 
(EVERETT (WA) HERALD 09 MAR 12) ... Gale Fiege 

EVERETT -- The aircraft carrier USS Nimitz sailed into 
its new homeport Friday morning with hundreds of its 2,800 
Sailors in dress wool uniforms lining the rails along the flight 
deck. 

The ship arrived at Naval Station Everett about 9:30 a.m. 
with the help of several tug boats. 

Petty Officer 3rd Class Lauren Howes, 25, ushered 
newspaper photographers and TV cameramen to the end of the 
pier where she took a few pictures with her camera phone. 

Her fiance, Petty Office 3rd Class Shane Johnson, is 
stationed aboard the Nimitz, which had been undergoing 
repairs for more than a year in Bremerton. They're excited 
because the arrival means they won't need to commute to see 
each other. 

"I am so happy," said Howes, a native Tennessean. "I am 
happy that he's here and we'll both be in Everett and we'll be 
able to spend more time together." 

A helicopter from Whidbey Island Naval Air Station, with 
a Navy photographer on board to document the occasion, 
circled the ship several times in a welcome gesture. The crew 
of the USS Shoup, the only other ship in port, blew the 
destroyer's horn to welcome the carrier and the crews of two 
Coast Guard boats stood watch. 

"The Nimitz Sailors are going to like it here. There is so 
much wonderful outdoors stuff to do," Howes said. "And 
Everett has good restaurants, a good transportation system 
and, on base, we have good programs for the single Sailors." 

The Nimitz replaces the USS Abraham Lincoln, which 
departed Dec. 7 to circumnavigate the globe before heading to 
Virginia to get its nuclear reactors replenished. 
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A crowd of people at Grand Avenue Park in Everett 
watched the warship arrive. 

Among them was Greg Halstead, 55, who made the trip 
from his home in Marysville to view the arrival. A veteran 
who in December lost his job at Kimberly-Clark, Halstead 
said the Nimitz's arrival means jobs for the community. 

"I'm glad to see they replaced the Lincoln," Halstead said. 
The ship took more than an hour to dock. In the 

meantime, wives, husbands, parents, girlfriends, boyfriends 
and bundled-up children of the Sailors crowded together in a 
windswept waiting area. Many carried hand-made welcome 
signs. 

Amanda Niegowski Odell, 21, of Lynnwood, waited for 
her husband, Petty Officer 3rd Class Jacob Odell, one of the 
Sailors who tends to the ship's nuclear reactors. High school 
sweethearts in Sedro-Woolley, the Odells are pleased to be 
back on home turf after assignments in South Carolina and 
New York. 

"It's a blessing to be back and have the support of our 
families," Amanda Odell said. 

After he got off the ship, the Odells were headed right 
home, despite the draw of the welcome event at the base 
commons. There, Sailors and their families could eat lunch, 
listen to music and watch their children be entertained as well 
as meet with vendors, real estate agents and members of 
community organizations. 

Brenda Townes also planned to get her husband home 
right away. Lt. Cmdr. Richard Townes is a chaplain on the 
Nimitz. The couple, originally from Michigan, moved to 

Marysville in October and have been enjoying the view from 
their new home. 

However, the nearly three-hour commute her husband had 
to make to Bremerton while the ship was being repaired was 
brutal, Brenda Townes said. 

"Anybody who is still living in Bremerton needs to move 
over here," she said. "The commute is too costly and the 
community here is too good." 

Linnea, 10, and Emilia, 5, waited in the wind with their 
mother, Jill, for their father, Chief Petty Officer Joel Lolkema, 
a radar specialist on his final tour of duty. 

"It's more laid-back here and I think people here don't 
mind the military because it isn't such a huge presence," Jill 
Lolkema said. "Life in the military isn't all that fun, but you 
just make the best of it. I think we will like it here." 

The families were welcomed on pier by a crowd of 
dignitaries that included base commander Capt. Mike Coury; 
the governor's husband, Mike Gregoire; Mayors Ray 
Stephanson of Everett, Jon Nehring of Marysville and Barbara 
Tolbert of Arlington; Tulalip Tribes chairman Mel Sheldon; 
and Nimitz commander Capt. Paul Monger. 

The crowd cheered when Rear Adm. Peter Gumataotao 
said he would talk fast so the Sailors could head home. 

"It's a pleasure and an honor to see how the community 
welcomes the Navy here, and the editorial in today's Herald 
said it all," Gumataotao said. "The Lincoln is gone, but guess 
what? The Nimitz is here, baby!" 

Then Mayor Stephanson announced the liberty call and 
the Sailors filed off the Nimitz. 

Another day of work done in a new homeport. 
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10. False Alarm Prompts A Drill As USS Missouri And Crew Are Put Through The Paces 
(NEW LONDON DAY 11 MAR 12) ... Jennifer McDermott 

Underway on the USS Missouri - Deep below the surface, 
the Sailors on the USS Missouri were working quietly at their 
stations when suddenly an emergency alarm sounded Friday 
afternoon. 

Sailors quickly put on black breathing masks and gloves 
up to their elbows. They took the stairs two at a time and ran 
to their assigned damage control stations. 

It turned out to be a false alarm. Atmospheric readings 
showed the conditions were normal throughout the submarine. 

Any change to the environment is closely monitored 
because the inside of a submarine is such a confined space. 

Cmdr. Timothy Rexrode, the commanding officer, 
decided to use the report of an abnormal atmosphere as a 
training opportunity and prepared to rise to periscope depth to 
ventilate the ship. 

The Missouri (SSN 780) had just completed its latest 
certifications at the Atlantic Undersea Test and Evaluation 
Center in the Bahamas. Overseen by the Naval Undersea 
Warfare Center in Newport, R.I., AUTEC is considered a 
unique, natural deepwater range ideal for underwater testing. 

The Missouri had been deemed ready. 
The pilot and the co-pilot use joysticks to maneuver the 

submarine up and down. Early Friday it had descended to 500 
feet. Later that afternoon, it was totally silent in the control 
room as the pilots brought the Missouri slowly up to near the 
surface as part of the drill, until the officer of the deck scanned 
the horizon and announced, "No close contacts." 

The crew ventilated the ship and finished the drill. The 
officers and Sailors returned to their posts, red marks on their 
faces from the breathing masks they had just removed. 

Mark Painter, a sonar technician seaman, said earlier in 
the day that he doesn't think about his job as dangerous. He 
had just finished sitting in front of his sonar screen over a six-
hour watch. 

"They do a lot to make this ship as safe as they can," said 
Painter, 20, of Colorado. 

A Special Breed 
The rest of the drills Friday did involve simulating 

dangerous situations - firing on a hostile submarine and 
evading a torpedo "launched in retaliation." 

"Sonar ready." 
"Weapons ready." 
Rexrode gave the order to "shoot on generated bearing." 
"Shoot Tube 1." 
Water shot through the torpedo tube. The air pushing the 

water out jolted the submarine. 
The men in the control room rapidly called out commands 

and information as they tracked the simulated torpedo and the 
simulated enemy sub. 

"Active homing, terminal homing," shouted the chief 
manning the fire control station. 

"Torpedo evasion!" was called out in the control room in 
response to the simulated counterfire. 
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The pilots drove the submarine down 400 feet, ending the 
exercise. Rexrode said he enters training scenarios into the 
system to test their procedures. 

Lt. Cmdr. Rusty Jones, the engineer, said it takes a special 
breed of warrior to serve on submarines. They get used to an 
18-hour day instead of 24. They tell the time of day by the 
type of meal being served. But several said the camaraderie 
and the excitement of the job can't be matched anywhere else. 

Standing in the middle of the control room, Jones 
coordinated the information from the photonics mast operator 
and the sonar technicians about nearby vessels while the 
Missouri was near the surface. 

"Not everybody can do it," said Jones, 31, of California. 
"But our nation counts on our submarine force to do what 
others can't. So we on Missouri are here to do it." 

Justin Tavis, an information technician, echoed that 
sentiment while he was waiting for his laundry to dry. He sat 
on the floor playing a handheld PlayStation to pass the time. 

He has a picture of his wife on their wedding day taped to 
the wall by his bed. 

"A lot of people don't want to be submerged. Most people 
think that when their ship sinks, it's a bad day. For us, it's our 
everyday routine," said Tavis, 23, of Georgia. "The Navy 
needs to project our power and maintain safety at sea." 

"Many respond to the call to serve," he said. "We're just 
the ones that do it from the deep." 
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11. Rear Adm. Scorby's Message On Solid Curtain-Citadel Shield 2012 
(YOUTUBE 09 MAR 12) ... U.S. Navy 

Rear Adm. Jack Scorby, Commander, Navy Region 
Southeast discusses the upcoming security exercise "Solid 

Curtain-Citadel Shield 2012," which will be conducted on 
Navy installations in the United States March 19-23, 2012. 

View Clip (RT: 3:55) 
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12. Peleliu Hosts Former President, Secretary Of The Navy 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 12 MAR 12) ... USS Peleliu Public Affairs 

SAN DIEGO – Former President Jimmy Carter, and the 
70th Secretary of the Navy, John Dalton, visited amphibious 
assault ship USS Peleliu (LHA 5) in port Saturday, March 10. 

President and Mrs. Carter were in San Diego for the 
Carter Center annual Winter Weekend, this year held at the 
Hotel Del Coronado. The five-day event helps support the 
worldwide peace and health work of the not-for-profit Carter 
Center, founded in 1982 in partnership with Emory 
University. 

"To have President Carter on board was an incredible 
opportunity for the crew," said Capt. James T. Cox, 
commanding officer of Peleliu. "He is a distinguished veteran 
of the Navy and a part of our American history." 

President Carter graduated from the United States Naval 
Academy in 1946. Although his seven years of service was 
spent as a submarine officer, he connected with Sailors and 
Marines aboard the amphibious assault ship. 

The group, which also included approximately 250 guests 
of the Carter Center, toured the ship and interacted with the 
crew. Tour stops featured Navy and Marine Corps aircraft on 

the flight deck, landing craft and vehicle displays in the well 
deck, as well as the ship's medical and dental units. 

"As our 70th Secretary of the Navy, John Dalton helped 
to ensure our Navy and Marine Corps were positioned for 
success as we transitioned from a Cold War-oriented force to 
one that needed to be flexible and responsive to a much less 
predictable world," said Vice Adm. Gerald Beaman, 
Commander, U.S. Third Fleet. 

Crewmembers highlighted the unique capabilities of the 
amphibious ship in both combat and humanitarian operations 
around the world. 

Dalton addressed the group from the Carter Center during 
lunch. At the beginning of the speech, more than half of the 
guests raised their hands when Dalton asked if any had not 
previously been aboard a U.S. Navy vessel. 

"The Navy and Marine Corps, working together as a 
team, form the Department of the Navy," said Dalton. "They 
represent the most formidable expeditionary fighting force the 
world has ever known." 
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13. U.S. Command Fights Terrorists On African Soil 
(NPR 09 MAR 12) ... Steve Inskeep and Renee Montagne 

The recent spectacular rescue of an American aid worker 
from Somali pirates put a spotlight on the U.S. military's 
newest regional command, Africom. The Africa Command 
was created in 2007. Morning Edition's Renee Montagne talks 
to General Carter Ham about U.S. military involvement in 
Africa and fighting terrorist groups on African soil. 

Back in January, Navy Seals rescued an American aid 
worker who was held for months by Somali pirates. That 
moment shone a spotlight on the U.S. military's newest 
regional command - Africom, the U.S. Africa Command, 
which was created in 2007. One of its biggest concerns is 
dealing with terrorist groups such as al-Qaida and its regional 

affiliates. Renee spoke with the head of Africom, General 
Carter Ham. 

Montagne: One of the biggest terrorist attacks in the '90s 
was in Africa, a very deadly coordinated assault on two 
American embassies. Are you still concerned with the threat to 
American interests on the continent or do you see Africa as a 
potential staging ground for terrorist attacks in the U.S.? 

Ham: It is both, Renee. We're charged with insuring the 
security of Americans and American interests from threats that 
might emanate from the continent of Africa. We have seen, 
certainly, the two embassy attacks, but also kidnappings of 
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American citizens, other indications that they are expressing 
the intent to export their attacks. 

Montagne: Well, the U.S. does have a small base in 
Djibouti, which is east Africa. Describe that base for us. 

Ham: The geographic location of Djibouti places it right 
at the horn of Africa, so at the intersection of the Gulf of Aden 
and the Red Sea, directly across the Gulf of Aden from 
Yemen. It's a major shipping line for commerce. And it also is 
a great platform from which we can extend our reach into 
other parts of east Africa. 

Montagne: Where else on the continent would you see 
American forces and what would they be doing? 

Ham: In most of the rest of the continent of Africa, our 
presence is very small and specifically tailored to the mission 
sets that are required. For example, many listeners, I think, 
will recall a few months ago when President Obama 
announced the deployment of about a hundred special forces 
advisors to help the militaries of Uganda, Central African 
Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo and the Republic of 
South Sudan to counter the threat posed by a violent 
organization known as the Lord's Resistance Army. 

Montagne: Let's talk for a moment about the Lord's 
Resistance Army and that particular mission in Uganda 
alongside soldiers there. What American interest is served by 
getting American forces involved in a fight that does seem to 
be basically local? 

Ham: Well, first, our personnel are there in an advise and 
assist role, not in a role to conduct operations to counter the 
Lord's Resistance Army. That's the responsibility, and 
rightfully so, of the four African nations which are involved. 

It's a fair question to say why should the U.S. care about 
this. The Lord's Resistance Army, though very small, is a very 
vicious organization. It's pretty horrific what they do. But 
from a larger standpoint, they have caused the displacement of 
many tens of thousands of people. They've disrupted 
economies. They've disrupted good governance. They 
undermine regional stability. And that's why we're concerned. 

Montagne: Which gets us to the Arab Spring. Libya, for 
instance, did not have a military to military relationship with 
the U.S. before the Arab spring, but it now does. And Africom 
was the first to send missiles into Libya in that time before 
NATO got involved. How much effect has the Arab Spring 
had on your mission? 

Ham: It's had a very significant effect. The conduct of 
military operations in Libya did afford now the opportunity to 
establish a military to military relationship with Libya, which 
did not previously exist. And we found the Libyans very 
understanding of the need to establish security across the 
country and also to contribute to regional stability. And we're 
seeking to establish what I would call a normal military to 
military relationship with Libya. 

We see much the same thing, though less violently, in 
Tunisia. In fact, Tunisia's probably a little ahead of Libya and 
are moving on a very positive trend, and we're in contact with 
the Tunisians and have a very good relationship with their 
minister of defense to find ways in which we can cooperate on 
mutual concerns in the security arena. 

Montagne: General Carter Ham is the head of the U.S. 
Africa Command, speaking to us from the Pentagon. 

Listen To Audio (RT: 4:49) 
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14. U.S. Sergeant Is Said To Kill 16 Civilians In Afghanistan 
(NEW YORK TIMES 12 MAR 12) ... Taimoor Shah and Graham Bowley 

PANJWAI, Afghanistan — Stalking from home to home, 
a United States Army sergeant methodically killed at least 16 
civilians, 9 of them children, in a rural stretch of southern 
Afghanistan early on Sunday, igniting fears of a new wave of 
anti-American hostility, Afghan and American officials said. 

Residents of three villages in the Panjwai district of 
Kandahar Province described a terrifying string of attacks in 
which the soldier, who had walked more than a mile from his 
base, tried door after door, eventually breaking in to kill 
within three separate houses. The man gathered 11 bodies, 
including those of 4 girls younger than 6, and set fire to them, 
villagers said. 

Coming after a period of deepening public outrage, 
spurred by the Koran burning by American personnel last 
month and an earlier video showing American Marines 
urinating on dead militants, the possibility of a violent reaction 
to the killings added to a feeling of siege here among Western 
personnel. Officials described growing concern over a cascade 
of missteps and offenses that has cast doubt on the ability of 
NATO personnel to carry out their mission and has left troops 
and trainers increasingly vulnerable to violence by Afghans 
seeking revenge. 

President Hamid Karzai condemned the attacks, calling 
them in a statement an “inhuman and intentional act” and 
demanding justice. Both President Obama and Defense 
Secretary Leon E. Panetta called Mr. Karzai, expressing 
condolences and promising thorough investigations. “This 

incident is tragic and shocking, and does not represent the 
exceptional character of our military and the respect that the 
United States has for the people of Afghanistan,” Mr. Obama 
said in a statement. 

American officials in Kabul were scrambling to 
understand what had happened, and appealed for calm, at a 
moment when the United States and Afghanistan are in tense 
negotiations on the terms of the long-term American presence 
in the country. 

The officials said the suspect was an Army staff sergeant 
who acted alone and then surrendered. “The initial reporting 
that we have at this time indicates there was one shooter, and 
we have one man in custody,” said Lt. Col. Jimmie 
Cummings, a NATO spokesman. 

A senior American military official said Sunday evening 
that the sergeant was attached to a unit based at Joint Base 
Lewis-McChord, a major Army and Air Force installation near 
Tacoma, Wash., and that he had been part of what is called a 
village stabilization operation in Afghanistan. In those 
operations, teams of Green Berets, supported by other soldiers, 
try to develop close ties with village elders, organize local 
police units and track down Taliban leaders. The official said 
the sergeant was not a Green Beret himself. 

Another senior military official said the sergeant was 38 
and married with two children. He had served three tours of 
duty in Iraq, this official said, and had been deployed to 
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Afghanistan for the first time in December. Yet another 
military official said he has served in the Army for 11 years. 

In Panjwai, a reporter for The New York Times who 
inspected bodies that had been taken to the nearby American 
military base counted 16 dead, including five children with 
single gunshot wounds to the head, and saw burns on some of 
the children’s legs and heads. “All the family members were 
killed, the dead put in a room, and blankets were put over the 
corpses and they were burned,” said Anar Gula, an elderly 
neighbor who rushed to the house after the soldier had left. 
“We put out the fire.” 

The villagers also brought some of the burned blankets on 
motorbikes to display at the base, Camp Belambay, in 
Kandahar, and show that the bodies had been set alight. Soon, 
more than 300 people had gathered outside to protest. 

At least five Afghans were wounded in the attacks, 
officials said, some of them seriously, indicating the death toll 
could rise. NATO said several casualties were being treated at 
a military hospital. 

One of the survivors from the attacks, Abdul Hadi, 40, 
said he was at home when a soldier broke down the door. 

“My father went out to find out what was happening, and 
he was killed,” he said. “I was trying to go out and find out 
about the shooting, but someone told me not to move, and I 
was covered by the women in my family in my room, so that 
is why I survived.” 

Mr. Hadi said there was more than one soldier involved in 
the attacks, and at least five other villagers described seeing a 
number of soldiers, and also a helicopter and flares at the 
scene. But that claim was unconfirmed — other Afghan 
residents described seeing only one gunman — and it was 
unclear whether extra troops had been sent out to the village 
after the attack to catch the gunman. 

In a measure of the mounting mistrust between Afghans 
and the coalition, however, many Afghans, including 
lawmakers and other officials, said they believed the attacks 
had been planned, and were incredulous that one American 
soldier could have carried out such attacks without help. In his 
statement, Mr. Karzai said “American forces” had entered the 
houses in Panjwai, but at another point he said the killings 
were the act of an individual soldier. 

Others called for calm. Abdul Hadi Arghandihwal, the 
minister of economy and the leader of Hezb-e-Islami, a major 
Afghan political party with Islamist leanings, said there would 
probably be new protests. But he said the killings should be 
seen as the act of an individual and not of the United States. 

“It is not the decision of the Army officer to order 
somebody to do something like this,” he said. “Probably there 
are going to be many demonstrations, but it will not change 
the decisions of our government about our relationship with 
the United States.” 

Elsewhere, news of the killings was spreading only 
slowly. Other than the protest at the base in Kandahar, there 
were no immediate signs of the fury that fueled rioting across 

the country after the burning of Korans by American military 
personnel in February. 

Both the United States Embassy in Kabul, which 
immediately urged caution among Americans traveling or 
living in Afghanistan, and the military coalition rushed to head 
off any further outrage, deploring the attacks, offering 
condolences for the families and promising the soldier would 
be brought to justice. Brig. Gen. Carsten Jacobson, the NATO 
spokesman, expressed his “deep sadness” and said that while 
the motive was not yet clear, it looked like an isolated episode. 

“I am not linking this to the recent incidents over the 
recent days and weeks,” he said. “It looks very much like an 
individual act. We have to look into the background behind 
it.” 

Adding to the sense of concern, the killings occurred two 
days after an episode in Kapisa Province, in eastern 
Afghanistan, in which NATO helicopters apparently hunting 
Taliban insurgents instead fired on civilians, killing four and 
wounding three others, Afghan officials said. About 1,200 
demonstrators marched in protest in Kapisa on Saturday. 

The rapid arrest on Sunday could help prevent a repeat of 
last month’s unrest. The reaction to the Koran-burning case 
revealed a huge cultural gap between the Americans, who saw 
it as an unfortunate mistake, and the Afghans, who viewed it 
as a crime and wanted to see those responsible tried as 
criminals. 

The Afghans and Americans agreed on the severity of the 
killings on Sunday, though, and General Jacobson said the 
case would be aggressively pursued by American legal 
authorities. 

It was less clear how the attacks would affect the talks 
between Kabul and Washington, known as strategic 
partnership talks, which will define the American presence 
and role in the country after the withdrawal of combat troops. 
The upheaval prompted by the Koran burnings led to a near-
breakdown in those talks, but they appeared tentatively back 
on track after a deal struck Friday for the Afghans to assume 
control of the main coalition prison in six months. 

The strategic partnership talks must still address 
differences over the American campaign of night raids on 
Afghan houses. The attack on Sunday may complicate that 
issue, because it bore some similarities to the night raids 
carried out by coalition forces in Afghanistan. 

The shootings also carried some echoes of an attack in 
March 2007 in eastern Afghanistan, when several Marines 
opened fire with automatic weapons, killing as many as 19 
civilians after a suicide car bomb struck the Marines’ convoy, 
wounding one Marine. 

Panjwai, a rural district near the city of Kandahar, was 
traditionally a Taliban stronghold. It was a focus of the United 
States military offensive in 2010 and was the scene of heavy 
fighting. 

Two American soldiers were killed by small-arms fire in 
Panjwai on March 1, and three died in a roadside bomb attack 
in February. 
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GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
15. Syrian Brass Defect, Buoying Rebels 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 10 MAR 12) ... Nour Malas and Siobhan Gorman 

Several high-ranking Syrian military officials joined the 
opposition to President Bashar al-Assad on Thursday and 
Friday, in the Syrian conflict's biggest wave of military 
defections to date. 

The defections appeared to boost Syria's armed 
opposition, and exposed corrosive sectarian splits in Syria's 
army, between a largely Sunni core of soldiers and the highest 
officials, many of whom are from the same minority Alawite 
sect as President Assad. 

The defections also appeared to lay the ground for new 
struggles within Syria's already-fractured opposition. The 
rebel Free Syrian Army, led by a former Syrian army colonel 
since its founding last year, has since been joined by higher-
ranking officers. A brigadier-general who defected in January 
is preparing to split into his own armed group, rebels familiar 
with his plans said Friday. 

U.S. intelligence officials said that while the opposition 
movement is fractured—they cited 32 constituent groups from 
around Syria, including Islamist, Kurdish and secular 
groups—the armed rebels appear to be gaining momentum 
against the regime. The rebels are likely to win out eventually, 
these officials said, but are up against a more powerful 
military than insurgents faced in Libya. 

"The odds are against [the regime], but they're going to 
fight very hard," said one senior U.S. intelligence official. 

On Friday, Syria's military widened an offensive on 
Syria's restive north, sending hundreds of people fleeing into 
Turkey, according to the Syrian Observatory for Human 
Rights. Syrian forces also resumed artillery attacks on the city 
of Homs, killing at least 68 people across the country, the 
London-based activist group said. 

At least 50 officers have defected from the army over the 
past week, including 15 who crossed into Turkey on Thursday 
and Friday, senior rebel leaders said. The latest wave, these 
people said, included six brigadier-generals, four colonels and 
a female first lieutenant. 

Turkey's state-run Anadolu news agency said 234 Syrian 
refugees crossed into Turkey since Thursday, including four 
defected generals, two colonels and a field officer. The agency 
hasn't typically catalogued defections. 

The Free Syrian Army, a patchwork group of defectors 
and local militias fighting the regime's forces, has become the 
focus of international attention, despite a joint United Nations-
Arab League effort to pursue a diplomatic track on Syria. 

On Saturday, the joint U.N.-Arab League envoy, Kofi 
Annan, is scheduled to meet with Syria's president in 
Damascus. Mr. Annan is expected to urge Mr. Assad to step 
aside in an orchestrated power hand-over aimed at stanching 
violence that has killed well over 7,500 people, based on U.N. 
estimates. 

Syria's president has already rejected such calls. Syria's 
leading opposition group, the Syrian National Council, on 
Friday slammed the international call for dialogue with a 
regime it accused of waging "a genocide war against the 
Syrian people." 

"The world cannot distract us with the matter of 
dialogue," council President Burhan Ghalioun told the pan-
Arab Al Arabiya television. He also said the opposition group 

had received funding from Arab states to help equip the Free 
Syrian Army. 

Syria's mounting economic crisis now likely stands as the 
regime's greatest point of vulnerability, the U.S. intelligence 
officials said Friday. International sanctions against Mr. 
Assad's regime have sharply curtailed oil exports. 

Unemployment has shot up to 15%, factories are closing, 
food prices are rising and fuel prices have doubled, they said. 

The high-ranking defections announced Friday are 
significant, analysts say, because they could give credence to a 
rebel group so far dominated by young conscripts and led by 
colonels who appear to have little command over a growing 
ground insurgency. 

The FSA is led by Col. Riad al-As'ad, who held on to the 
top spot even after the January defection of Brigadier General 
Moustafa al-Shaikh, who now heads a military council meant 
to absorb higher-ranking defectors. 

Rebels say the council works within the rebel army. The 
two officers appear to maintain contact, separately, with 
different groups on the ground in different regions of Syria. 

Brig. Gen. Shaikh now plans to split off and form his own 
group in coming days amid disagreements over the rebel 
army's relationship to the Syrian National Council, if rebel and 
opposition leaders can't come to a power-sharing compromise, 
rebels familiar with his plans said Friday. The move could 
make it vastly more difficult for the opposition council to 
coordinate, fund and equip the rebels. 

Defections haven't yet penetrated the core of Mr. Assad's 
support base in the military and security services, where the 
top cadre of officials largely hail, like the president, from the 
Alawite sect. The rank and file of the army is dominated by 
officers from Syria's majority Sunni Muslim sect. 

Senior rebels said Friday that recent defections were 
partly due to Sunni officers coming under increasing threat 
from higher-ranking Alawites. 

"The situation has changed very quickly in Syria," said 
Col. Aref Hammoud, who was among dissident soldiers who 
greeted the incoming defectors in the southern Turkey camp 
that houses the Free Syrian Army. "Everyone, including top 
generals, now fear for their lives." 

Mr. Hammoud described recent high-ranking defectors 
relaying stories of Sunni officers in Syria being detained, and 
their families being pursued. 

"Just being Sunni is suspect," he said. A higher-ranking 
defector said some 2,000 Sunni officers have been detained 
since the start of the uprising last year. 

Syrian government forces also appear to have started to 
pursue rebel leaders seeking refuge in neighboring Turkey, as 
they simultaneously crush rebel strongholds inside Syria. 

Senior defectors confirmed that Turkish authorities last 
week thwarted a planned kidnapping of Col. As'ad, the FSA's 
founder. 

And on Wednesday, Syrian security forces detained the 
family of Brig. Gen. Fayez Amro, the deptuty of the rebels' 
Higher Revolutionary Military Council. 

Mr. Amro's wife and six children were kidnapped by 
members of Syria's powerful air-force intelligence, said Fahd 
Almasri, a Paris-based spokesperson for the council. 
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The Syrian regime also benefits from growing support 
from Iran, the U.S. intelligence officials said. Initially, Tehran 
provided non-lethal aid, like crowd suppression materials and 
Internet surveillance capabilities. Recently, the aid has become 
more lethal to include small arms. "In the last couple months, 
the Iranians really have gone all-in," one of the intelligence 
officials said. 

The regime's tactics have become increasingly brutal, 
with apparent disregard for civilian casualties, the intelligence 
official said, citing satellite photos that showed mosques, 

schools and medical facilities in the Bab Amr neighborhood 
being hit by artillery. 

Al Qaeda in recent months has turned against the Syrian 
regime, and the Assad regime has blamed it for carrying out 
spectacular attacks in the Damascus and Aleppo. U.S. 
intelligence officials believe al Qaeda is attempting to 
infiltrate the Syrian opposition forces without their 
knowledge. That dynamic could bolster the regime's argument 
that they are fighting an extremist insurgency, officials said. 
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16. Military Points To Risks Of A Syrian Intervention 
(NEW YORK TIMES 12 MAR 12) ... Elisabeth Bumiller 

WASHINGTON — Despite growing calls for the United 
States to help stop the bloodshed in Syria, senior Pentagon 
officials are stepping up their warnings that military 
intervention would be a daunting and protracted operation, 
requiring at least weeks of exclusively American airstrikes, 
with the potential for killing vast numbers of civilians and 
plunging the country closer to civil war. 

The officials say that Syria presents a far larger problem 
than did Libya, which required a seven-month NATO air 
campaign last year in which hundreds of aircraft dropped and 
fired 7,700 bombs and missiles. 

Although the United States has the military capability to 
launch sustained airstrikes in Syria — “We can do anything,” 
the chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, Gen. Martin E. 
Dempsey, told the Senate last week — defense officials say 
they are concerned about four tough challenges: the risks in 
attacking Syria’s plentiful and sophisticated Russian-made air 
defenses, which are located close to major population centers; 
arming a deeply splintered Syrian opposition; the potential for 
starting a proxy war with Iran or Russia, two crucial allies of 
Syria; and the lack, at least so far, of an international coalition 
willing to take action against the government of President 
Bashar al-Assad. 

One senior defense official said over the weekend that 
even creating “safe havens,” or protected areas inside Syria for 
civilians, would be such a complex operation that military 
planners were “looking at a serious contingent of U.S. ground 
troops” to help establish and maintain them, should the United 
States take such a course of action. 

The planning is in response to a request by President 
Obama for preliminary military options from the Pentagon, 
even though the administration still believes that diplomatic 
and economic pressure is the best way to stop the violent 
repression of Mr. Assad’s government. The options under 
review include humanitarian airlifts, naval monitoring of Syria 
and the establishment of a no-fly zone, among other 
possibilities. 

Last week General Dempsey and Defense Secretary Leon 
E. Panetta said the military was only in the earliest stages of 
considering the possibilities. Modern commanders in chief 
have routinely asked for military contingency plans during 
crises overseas. 

Senator John McCain of Arizona and some of his fellow 
Republicans continue to argue that the United States has a 
responsibility to involve itself in the Syrian rebellion. “How 
many more have to die?” Mr. McCain demanded in a Senate 

hearing last week, referring to what the United Nations 
estimates are 7,500 people killed in less than a year in Syria. 

Senator Lindsey Graham, Republican of South Carolina, 
said in an interview that the United States had far more 
strategic interest in Syria than it did in Libya and that the risks 
of military action could be worth it. “We can’t do every war 
where you never lose an aircraft,” he said. 

Mr. McCain, a retired Navy pilot who was shot down and 
captured during the Vietnam War and who ran against Mr. 
Obama for president in 2008, has particularly angered military 
planners for what they see as his emotional and cavalier 
comments about getting into another war. The planners say 
they also need more direction from senior officials in 
Washington on the administration’s goals and desired end-
state in Syria. 

“We’ve been sucked into this open-ended arrangement 
before, and we’re not going there again,” a senior military 
official said, speaking of Libya, which required extensive 
American air power — as well as hundreds of cruise missiles 
fired from American ships and submarines — to take out 
Libya’s air defenses so that European warplanes could operate 
freely. Even then, the United States continued to supply 
ammunition and refueling planes and fly combat missions. 

Defense and intelligence officials say that Syria’s 
integrated air defenses — a combination of thousands of 
surface-to-air missiles, radars and antiaircraft guns — are not 
only more advanced than those in Libya, they are also arrayed 
in densely populated areas on the country’s western border, 
meaning that even with precision bombing, civilians nearby 
would probably be killed. 

“There would be some severe collateral damage going 
after those areas,” Mr. Panetta said last week. 

As in Libya, the early stages of an air campaign over 
Syria would be almost entirely American because of the 
United States’ arsenal and electronic warfare capabilities and 
would probably take, General Dempsey said, “an extended 
period of time and a great number of aircraft.” 

Once the United States had air dominance, it would be 
possible to create either safe havens or a “humanitarian 
corridor” — a secure exit route for refugees to, say, Turkey — 
but military officials say the corridor and havens would be 
vulnerable to attack by what American intelligence officials 
say is a formidable, 330,000-troop Syrian Army. 

“I don’t know how long they would tolerate those safe 
havens,” Senator Jack Reed, Democrat of Rhode Island and a 
former Army Ranger, said in a Senate hearing last week. “But 
second, given safe havens, it would also I think imply that 



 

22 
 

someone would have to go in and organize training and 
organize, literally, an army. That could take months if not 
years.” 

Military officials say that the opposition does not have 
control of any one area in Syria, unlike in Libya, where, 
General Dempsey said, “we had tribal forces in the east and 
west collapsing on the center.” In Syria, he said, “there’s no 
geographic density of population to collapse anywhere; 
they’re all intermingled.” 

Military and intelligence officials say that the opposition 
to Mr. Assad remains splintered, made up of as many as 100 
groups, and that so far no clear leaders have emerged. 
American officials are considering providing the opposition 
with an array of technical assistance, potentially including 
communications equipment, but have yet to be successful in 
bringing the disparate groups together into a cohesive council. 

A major concern of the Pentagon is Iran, Syria’s most 
important ally. Military and intelligence officials say that Iran 
has recently flown into Syria small arms, chiefly rocket-
propelled grenades, as well as technological equipment and 
high-ranking experts to assist the Assad government in 
interrupting social media communications and the internet. 

“They’re providing listening capability, eavesdropping 
capability to try and pick up where the opposition networks 
are at, and they’re providing experts who I can only say are 
experts in oppressing,” Gen. James N. Mattis, the head of the 
American military’s Central Command, said in a Senate 
hearing last week. 

At the same time, Russia is a leading arms supplier to 
Syria and maintains a naval station at the Syrian port city of 

Tartus, on the Mediterranean coast, its only military 
installation outside the former Soviet territories. Moscow has 
pushed hard in recent weeks to preserve its relationship with 
Mr. Assad, most notably vetoing, along with China, a United 
Nations Security Council resolution calling on Mr. Assad to 
resign. 

“If we jump in with purely military instruments as the 
U.S., absent a broader strategy, we could very quickly hasten 
reactions from others, namely Iran and Russia, to bolster the 
regime and start us down a road towards greater 
confrontation,” Michèle A. Flournoy, a former top Pentagon 
official, said in Washington last week. 

Administration officials say that they remain concerned 
about Syria’s chemical and biological weapons, believed to be 
among the largest stockpiles in the world, and that they are in 
discussions with allies in the region about how to secure them. 

“I’m not saying it’s a fait accompli that if they’re left 
unsecured, automatically someone can grab them and use 
them,” General Mattis said. “They may end up frying 
themselves. But I think that it’s going to take an international 
effort when Assad falls, and he will fall, in order to secure 
these weapons.” 

In the meantime, the Obama administration continues to 
review all military options in Syria. “Could it be done?” said 
Lt. Gen. David A. Deptula, who retired last year as the Air 
Force’s top intelligence official, speaking of a potential 
American air campaign in Syria. “The answer is yes. But it 
would not be a cakewalk.” 
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17. Missile Vs. Missile 
Israel accelerates missile defenses as insurgent weapons multiply 
(AVIATION WEEK 12 MAR 12) ... David Fulghum and Jen DiMascio 

Israel usually does not telegraph its punches or hype new 
technology, but now its leaders have done so. They say they 
are upgrading the long-range, high-altitude Arrow and other 
anti-missile systems and intend to test them soon. 

“We are introducing Block 4,” says a senior Israeli 
official. “That involves the new Green Pine radar [with more 
and better transmitter/receiver modules], new software for 
command and control, and enhanced performance of the 
Arrow 2 interceptor missiles against a variety of threats, 
including a much-expanded battlespace.” 

Two other systems are in full-scale development -- Arrow 
3 (Israel Aerospace Industries and Boeing) and David’s Sling 
(Rafael and Raytheon). The latter handles threats below the 
Arrow’s high-altitude purview but above the low-altitude Iron 
Dome air defense system. 

“The logic behind Arrow 3 is that to cope with weapons 
of mass destruction or nuclear warheads, there have to be two, 
three or four consecutive interception opportunities,” the 
official says. “One is not enough. Each will catch 80% of the 
targets.” 

That means in a 100-missile attack, 20 will leak through 
the first intercept point, but the survival rate drops to only 0.16 
missiles at the fourth. 

“That’s why we need long-range interception,” he says. 
“The second half of this year, we will conduct the first flyout 

of this missile. There will be no attempt at intercept, but next 
year there will be an interception.” 

It also will be a seminal year for David’s Sling, the 
official asserts. “It’s a very capable interceptor with the 
advanced command-and-control system needed to handle the 
heavy rockets and short-range ballistic missiles,” he adds. “It’s 
being developed by Rafael, and we plan to conduct its first 
interception test in the third quarter of this year, depending on 
the availability of the test range.” 

Rumors that Israel’s Patriot air defense system suffered a 
reduction in funding are not true, according to Israeli officials. 
While the nation’s overall military budget was reduced, 
missile defense was spared. Nonetheless, the increase was far 
smaller than officials had expected. 

“The U.S. is involved in a 10-year, $300 billion program 
to support Israel’s security,” Defense Secretary Leon Panetta 
told the American-Israel Public Affairs Committee policy 
conference in Washington. “Over and above [that], President 
[Barack Obama] has committed more than $850 million in 
Defense Department funding for Israeli missile defense.” 

Joint development projects and exercises with the U.S. 
will continue. However, an exercise scheduled for May has 
been postponed until November or December. 

“Even in our flight test three weeks ago, Israeli and U.S. 
radars tracked it and we shared and exchanged data in real 
time,” the Israeli official says. “Also being added to this 
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[interactive air defense] is the U.S. commitment to deploy the 
TPY2 radar in the Negev Desert and other places in the 
Middle East.” The advanced, X-band TPY-2 was designed as 
a Patriot PAC-3 improvement. 

Carl Levin (D-Mich.), chairman of the Senate Armed 
Services Committee, describes the mutual support program as 
an under-recognized factor that could help pressure Iran to 
abandon its nuclear ambitions, and he cites Iran’s missile 
arsenal as the primary threat to Israel. When combined with 
nuclear weapons, “it must be thwarted,” Levin declares. 
“Israeli missile defense systems provide a formidable, layered 
defense against a full range of missile threats.” 

Do Israel’s future defenses include directed-energy, lasers 
and high-power microwave (HPM) weapons? Perhaps, but 
those devices will have to be cheaper, less manpower-
intensive and more efficient than the kinetic weapons they 
replace. 

“The introduction of directed energy to missile defense is 
always an option,” the Israeli official says. “We are flexible 
and open to evaluating all types of directed energy, including 
HPM systems. It is a question of price. If we see the prospect 
of additional capabilities, within reasonable time and cost, 
why not? We are doing such tests, and we are evaluating these 
technologies all the time.” 

Because of the short times of engagement involved in 
protecting commercial jet aircraft, lasers will remain the best 

approach. However, weather limits range. When range is 
reduced by 50%, the defended area drops to 25%, the official 
says. And while the cost of a single shot is low, the life-cycle 
cost is high. What planners want is fewer missiles with larger 
footprints, he adds. 

Israel’s small population is also a problem for manning an 
extensive air defense network. 

“The nation is limited by funds and manpower,” the 
official says. “It has only 7.5 million people. So the number 
available to man an around-the-clock defense is small. 
Therefore, some of the batteries -- such as Iron Dome -- will 
be populated by [military] reserves.” 

This situation is problematic because rockets and missiles 
in the hands of Israel’s neighbors are increasing in numbers 
and sophistication. 

“There is an arms race in the Middle East,” the official 
declares. “That means there are offensive improvements not 
only in quantity but quality. In 2004, the first Qassam rockets 
were fired from Gaza to Israel. Now they have almost 10,000 
rockets and some of them [such as the Fajr 5 and a locally 
developed 8-in.-caliber weapon] have a range of about 50 
miles, which threatens the center of Tel Aviv.” 

On the Israeli side of the equation, the Iron Dome has 
three fielded batteries of at least three launchers each. A fourth 
will be deployed this year, followed by two more in 2013. 
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18. U.S. Senator Says Naval Blockade Of Iran Should Be Considered 
(REUTERS 09 MAR 12) ... Jim Wolf 

WASHINGTON - An international naval blockade of 
Iranian oil exports should be considered before any resort to 
air strikes against the country's disputed nuclear program, the 
chairman of the U.S. Senate Armed Services Committee said 
on Friday. 

"That's, I think, one option that needs to be considered" to 
boost pressure on Iran to curb its nuclear program in line with 
U.N. Security Council resolutions, Democratic Senator Carl 
Levin said in an interview taped for C-SPAN's "Newsmakers" 
program. 

He said any such blockade should be preceded by lining 
up alternative oil supplies to avoid a price spike on world 
crude markets. Iran is OPEC's second-largest oil producer and 
the world's third-largest petroleum exporter. 

Levin was responding to a question about possible ways 
of increasing pressure short of combat, including imposition of 
a "no-fly zone" over Iran. 

Such moves "could be very effective," he said. "I think 
(these are) options that whoever is willing to participate 
should explore, including Israel and including the United 
States." 

Iran is widely suspected of enriching uranium, and other 
activities, as a prelude to building nuclear weapons. Tehran 
says the program is aimed at producing civilian nuclear power. 

The international response to Iran's nuclear program has 
evolved into a widespread consensus for substantial sanctions 
and other pressure, paired with incentives and diplomacy, to 
head off the possible development of nuclear arms. 

Israeli leaders have said, however, that time is running out 
before they could feel compelled to launch military strikes to 
stop or delay the program. 

Levin voiced optimism that increasingly strict sanctions, 
including an oil purchase embargo by the European Union to 
take full effect by July 1, might force Iran to relent. 

"Not because it doesn't want a nuke - I think it does - but 
because the price that it's going to have to pay" in terms of 
isolation would be too high, said Levin, whose committee has 
an oversight role for the U.S. Defense Department. 

Levin said President Barack Obama should seek 
congressional authorization before any U.S. resort to military 
action against Iran. But he noted that presidents from both 
parties had maintained they were not bound to do so as 
commander in chief of U.S. armed forces. 

A senior Obama administration official, asked about 
Levin's remarks, said, "Our focus remains on a diplomatic 
solution, as we believe diplomacy coupled with strong 
pressure can achieve the long-term solution we seek." 

Wouldn't Be Surprised If Israel Acts 
Levin said he would not be surprised if the Jewish state, 

which regards a nuclear-armed Iran as a threat to its existence, 
took military action within "months." 

"I would say that a strike is likely" if Iran continues to 
refuse to curb its nuclear program, he added. He said U.S.-
supported Israeli missile defense programs had undercut Iran's 
ability to retaliate against Israel for any strike. 

Asked why Israel alone should be allowed to have nuclear 
arms in the region, Levin cited the Holocaust, the genocide of 
about 6 million European Jews during World War Two by 
Nazi Germany, and what he called similar threats throughout 
history. 
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In addition, he said, Israel still faced a threat of being 
wiped out by some of its neighbors, "so it's a deterrent against 

that kind of a threat." 
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19. Give Sanctions Time, Panetta Says 
The defense secretary cites 'international' efforts regarding Iran 
(HONOLULU STAR-ADVERTISER 09 MAR 12) ... William Cole 

On his first trip to Hawaii as defense secretary, Leon 
Panetta stressed the need to give international sanctions 
enough time to work on Iran and Syria as talk grows of 
military intervention. 

“We’ve made very clear we’re going to prevent (Iran) 
from obtaining a nuclear weapon, and we are also going to 
ensure that they do not close the Strait of Hormuz,” Panetta 
said Thursday in a briefing with reporters at the Waikiki 
Beach Marriott Resort & Spa. 

“(But) we think the sanctions are working. We think that 
diplomacy and holding the international community together 
in applying that pressure needs to continue — and that’s the 
right way to go right now,” he said. “We hope that Israel will 
continue to be part of that international effort.” 

Panetta said another goal is "to approach the issue of 
Syria on an international basis." 

The United States is working with the international 
community, including the Arab League, to try to develop 
strategies that will continue to put pressure on Syria, he said. 

Panetta added that “we looked at military options, we plan 
for military options, but at this point in time the president feels 
very strongly that we should continue the international 
pressure against Syria because we think it is having a 
significant impact on (President Bashar Assad) and is 
weakening his regime — and that’s the way to go.” 

Panetta, who has been defense secretary since July 1, will 
preside over the change of command at U.S. Pacific Command 
at 10 a.m. today at Camp Smith with Army Gen. Martin 
Dempsey, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. 

Adm. Samuel Locklear III is assuming command of U.S. 
forces in the Pacific from Adm. Robert Willard, who is 
retiring. 

Panetta spoke to reporters about issues ranging from Iran 
and Syria to the growing importance of Asia and the Pacific. 

As Israel grows increasingly nervous about progress made 
on Iran’s nuclear program, Panetta said, “we obviously respect 
their (Israel’s) sovereignty.” 

“We understand that they have to make decisions that are 
in their interest. The United States also has to make decisions 
that are in our interest, and we will, obviously we will do 
whatever we can to defend Israel,” he said. 

Panetta also talked about maintaining U.S. force levels in 
the Pacific but did not discuss increasing them, with budget 
cuts of $487 billion mandated over 10 years as a backdrop. 

“We are a Pacific power. We’re going to remain a Pacific 
power — and in order to do that we need to have force 
projection in the Pacific,” he said. 

The Navy has a “strong presence” in the region, and the 
U.S. will maintain its fleet, aircraft carrier presence and Air 
Force and bomber capabilities, Panetta said. 

Oahu is home to “one of our largest and most important 
combatant commands,” Panetta added. 

“As we emphasize and focus on the Pacific region, this 
will remain a very important command, a very important base, 
and we will continue to stress its importance in the future,” he 
said. 

U.S. Sen. Daniel Inouye recently told the Star-Advertiser 
he expects Hawaii to receive about 1,000 Marines from 
Okinawa. 

The Pentagon planned to shift 8,000 Marines from 
Okinawa to Guam, but with continuing problems with Japan 
over a 2006 relocation agreement, the plan has changed. 

About half the previously planned total, or 4,000 Marines, 
will now go to Guam, Inouye said. The remainder is expected 
to be split between Australia and Hawaii. 

Panetta said the U.S. is in discussions with Japan to 
reduce the Marines’ presence on Okinawa, but “as far as 
Hawaii is concerned, I’m not going to get into discussions that 
obviously the Marines are going to make as we go through this 
process — but there’s no question that as I said, the Pacific is 
going to be very important to us in terms of our military 
presence.” 

Panetta praised the job Willard did as head of U.S. Pacific 
Command, saying “he really led that command with great 
distinction.” 

But Panetta added that “one of the great things about the 
United States military is that we have a great bench,” and that 
Locklear had great success leading NATO forces in Libya. 

“That was a tough job — 18 nations that were involved 
with that, and he did a tremendous job being able to put that 
together,” Panetta said. “He will be a great commander here as 
well.” 
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20. Bahrain Protesters Boost Pressure With Huge Rally 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 09 MAR 12) ... Reem Khalifa 

MANAMA, Bahrain — Tens of thousands of anti-
government protesters flooded a major highway in Bahrain on 
Friday in one of the largest opposition rallies in months 
against the Gulf nation's rulers. Security forces fired tear gas at 
smaller groups attempting to reach a heavily guarded square 
that was once the hub of the uprising. 

The march was called as a show of resolve by a Shiite-led 
rebellion against Bahrain's Sunni monarchy more than a year 
after the Arab Spring-inspired protests began. The main 

procession was mostly peaceful, but breakaway groups were 
driven back by tear gas as they headed toward Pearl Square, 
which was the center of the uprising for weeks last year until it 
was stormed by security forces. 

The demonstration is also a reply to Bahrain's Sunni 
leadership, which has portrayed the uprising as losing steam 
ahead of next month's lucrative Formula One Grand Prix car 
race. It was canceled last year because of violence on the tiny 
island. 
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The march stretched for miles. Some opposition leaders 
estimated the crowd at nearly 100,000, which would make it 
one of the largest protest gatherings since the street rallies 
erupted in February 2011. 

Bahrain's majority Shiites seek to end the Sunni dynasty's 
control of all main posts and policies in the strategic Gulf 
nation, which is home to the U.S. Navy's 5th Fleet. Shiites 
make up about 70 percent of Bahrain's 525,000 citizens, but 
they complain of widespread discrimination and say they are 
blocked from high-level political and security positions. 

Bahrain's rulers have offered some concessions, including 
granting more decision-making powers to parliament, but 
reject demands that include giving up the right to appoint 
holders of top positions, such as prime minister. 

At least 45 people have been killed in the unrest, and 
hundreds have been arrested. 

"Down, down Hamad," protesters chanted in a reference 
to Bahrain's King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa. Others carried 
signs in English and French denouncing the monarchy in an 
appeal to international media and websites. 

Organizers said the march would end at a site called 
Freedom Square outside Bahrain's capital, Manama. Police 
reinforcements were sent to keep protesters from any attempts 

to shift toward Pearl Square, which is now ringed by razor 
wire and under 24-hour watch. 

The unrest in Bahrain has put the U.S. in a difficult 
position. Washington has called for dialogue to try to ease the 
tensions, but it fears that pressing too hard on Bahrain's 
leaders might jeopardize its important military relationships. 
The 5th Fleet is one of the Pentagon's main Gulf forces on 
Iran's doorstep. 

Bahrain and its Gulf Arab allies have accused Shiite Iran 
of maintaining links to the Bahrain opposition groups, but no 
direct evidence has been produced. 

In Baghdad, about 2,000 Iraqi Shiites called for Bahrain's 
king to be banned from the Arab League summit set for the 
Iraqi capital later this month. 

Iraq's support for Bahrain's Shiites has angered Sunni 
Gulf states. That was one of the reasons the League canceled 
plans to hold its summit in Baghdad last year. 

The protesters, followers of hard-line cleric Muqtada al-
Sadr, also complained that Syrian President Bashar Assad was 
not invited. His Alawite religion is an offshoot of Shiite Islam. 

Syria has been suspended from the Arab League because 
of Assad's brutal crackdown on protesters. 
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21. S. Korea Military Vows Tough Response To N. Korea Attack 
(KOREA HERALD 12 MAR 12) 

South Korea‘s military chief urged the navy Monday to 
hit back hard against any new North Korean attack, as Seoul 
strengthens security before a major forum. 

General Jung Seung-jo, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff, called on sailors to stay alert, saying the North’s navy 
would increase activities as its frozen ports begin to thaw. 

“The North can provoke us at any moment... you should 
seize the opportunity to launch immediate and strong 
retaliation with all available weapons,” he said during a visit 
to a naval base at the western port of Pyeongtaek. 

“If the enemy provokes us, we will help you launch quick 
and precise retaliation with combined forces, so that the 
enemy will regret it bitterly,” he said. 

Jung watched a 3,200-ton destroyer handle a mock attack 
by the North‘s Styx missiles and discussed with navy 
commanders its recent military movements. 

He urged the navy to stay alert before the March 26-27 
Nuclear Security Summit in Seoul involving dozens of world 

leaders. U.S. President Barack Obama is among those 
expected to attend. 

The North has blasted the event as an “unsavory 
burlesque” intended to justify an atomic attack by South Korea 
and its ally the United States. 

Pyongyang has intensified hostile rhetoric against Seoul 
since new leader Kim Jong-un took over from his father Kim 
Jong-il, who died last December. 

Last week the South’s Defense Minister Kim Kwan-jin 
urged soldiers to mount strong counter-attacks if provoked by 
the North. 

Military tensions have been high since Seoul accused its 
neighbor of torpedoing a warship in March 2010 with the loss 
of 46 lives. 

The North denied responsibility but shelled a South 
Korean border island in November 2010, killing four people. 
(AFP) 
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22. Construction On Jeju Naval Base Continues 
(KOREA HERALD 11 MAR 12) ... Robert Lee 

Construction on the Jeju Island naval base continued 
through its first weekend alongside protests from activists and 
local residents. 

Contractors blasted more natural rock until Saturday, 
following through on demolition to clear the way for the 
construction. 

Officials ceased blasting on Sunday, citing poor weather 
conditions, but continued other construction. 

“We will start again next week,” said a Navy public 
affairs official. 

Saturday’s blasting was met by some 300 protestors from 
Gangjeong Village, where the base is being built, and 
environmental activists who are seeking to preserve the area. 

The protestors marched toward the harbor Saturday 
calling for construction to cease and clashing with police. A 
small group of protestors broke off with diving suits and life 
vests and attempted to swim into the construction site, but 
were blocked by Coast Guard officers. 

Construction saw other setbacks Sunday when a pontoon 
was swept away in strong winds and crashed into three docked 
boats, sinking two of them. 
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The 3.29-ton and 5.24-ton vessels were completely sunk 
by the collision, while another 4.69-ton ship took damage to 
the side when the pontoon drifted off course. 

Construction companies have been clearing away 
“Gureombi Rocks” four to five times a day in order to place 
the water-retaining structures to allow foundation 
construction. 

On Saturday and Sunday, demonstrators in Seoul also 
held protests against both Korea’s free trade agreement with 
the U.S. and the construction of the Jeju naval base. 

The Navy is taking a politician to court over a tweet that 
offended it. The Navy filed a complaint with the prosecutors’ 
office, prompting reactions from both sides of the political 
spectrum. 

Unified Progressive Party’s proportional representative 
candidate Kim Ji-yoon, 28, posted a photograph of herself 
holding up a slogan reading “oppose Jeju pirate base.” 

The Navy said that Kim’s tweet grievously damaged the 
honor of all Navy troops,” and that the post was “written with 
the malicious intent to slander the plaintiff (Chief of Naval 
Operations) and the entire Navy.” 

This prompted more protest from netizens for both sides, 
with some showing support for Kim by posting similar photos 
using the word “pirate.” 

The plan for the naval base, which was first designed as a 
military facility, were changed in 2008 to accommodate both 
military and civilian needs, and will be able to harbor 
150,000-ton cruise ships. 

But opponents argue that the planned installation could 
lead to the militarization of the island, which the government 
designated an “Island of World Peace” in 2005. They also 
claim that the base would cause environmental degradation to 
the island famous for its tourist attractions. 
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23. U.S. Tilt Toward Asia Could Strain Relations With Britain 
(DEFENSE NEWS 10 MAR 12) ... Andrew Chuter 

LONDON — When President Barack Obama announced 
the focus of the U.S. diplomatic and security effort was 
swinging toward the Asia-Pacific region, it sent a shiver 
through many U.S. allies in Europe. Now a committee of 
senior British parliamentarians says the move is so 
fundamental that it raises questions for the U.K. about its 
future relationship with its No. 1 ally. 

A joint committee of the House of Commons and House 
of Lords on March 8 called on the British government to 
“reflect deeply on the long-term implications of the 
geographical and functional shifts in U.S. policy now taking 
place.” The comments were contained in a report on Britain’s 
national security strategy. 

With British Prime Minister David Cameron due in 
Washington March 13-14 for talks with Obama on the 
upcoming NATO summit, developments in Afghanistan and 
other issues, the question of the future shape of the 
relationship will not be far from the surface. 

The committee’s remarks follow the January publication 
by the U.S. government of a foreign policy shift that 
envisioned its economic and security focus moving away from 
Europe toward the Asia-Pacific region. 

The British report said the U.S. policy shift raises 
“fundamental questions if our pre-eminent defense and 
security relationship is with an ally who has interests which 
are increasingly divergent from our own.” 

The committee said Britain needs to decide whether it 
will continue to be involved in U.S. military action if 
Washington’s attention increasingly moves east. 

Britain has been heavily involved with the U.S. in recent 
conflicts in Iraq, Afghanistan, Libya and elsewhere. 

The mission in Libya, though, marked a shift, since 
Britain and France took the lead in NATO operations. The 
U.S. provided extensive intelligence, reconnaissance, aerial 
tanking and other support. 

In recent years, the British have largely based their 
defense policy on being involved in conflicts as part of a 
coalition, principally with the U.S. The two sides have deep 
industrial, intelligence, nuclear and military cooperation going 
back decades. The committee said there is a need for a clear 

strategy as to how the U.K., possibly along with other 
European states, can act without the U.S. 

“If the U.S. is moving towards viewing Europe as a 
producer rather than a consumer of security, and reducing its 
capability to mount long-term stabilisation missions, it raises 
more questions as to what we can expect from the U.S. and 
what the U.S. expects from the U.K.,” the report said. 

Lisa Aronsson, the Royal United Services Institute’s 
trans-Atlantic relations research fellow, said for the longer 
term, the U.K. needs to think deeply about investing in 
European capabilities and aiding development of European 
strategic thinking with regard to leadership in NATO. 

But, she said, the U.K.’s shorter-term aims should focus 
on keeping the U.S. involved in the alliance. 

“For the shorter term, there is a real strategic interest in 
the U.K. in keeping Washington firmly committed to 
European defense,” Aronsson said. “The NATO framework is 
something that has worked, and for the short term, at least, the 
issue is how to keep the U.S. involved and interested. 

“Part of that was pushing for a European command 
structure for Libya, for example,” she said. “But over the long-
er term, some deeper thinking is required over how a 
European defense base can take a bigger role in NATO.” 

The U.S. has warned Europe on several occasions that its 
interest in the region is waning. In part, that’s been triggered 
by its increasing focus on the Asia-Pacific region and the 
growing military and diplomatic influence of China. But it 
also signals Washington’s annoyance at Europe’s failure to 
fund sufficient military capabilities. 

Howard Wheeldon, an analyst based here, reckons that 
the pivot to the Asia-Pacific should not be interpreted as the 
U.S. turning its back on Europe. 

“However, it is a timely reminder to Europe that in future, 
it will need to play a larger role defending itself and to take 
greater responsibility within NATO. Europe must then work 
closer together in terms of defense,” he said. “But that does 
not mean that Britain should think in terms of moving away 
from its closest natural ally.” 

The parliamentary committee suggests that the U.S. may 
be increasingly unwilling to meet the costs of conflicts that 
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primarily affect Europe. But, Aronsson said, there also is the 
question of whether the policy divergence over the Asia-
Pacific between the U.K., Europe and the U.S. will be as great 
in the future as some think. 

“There is a real effort at the Foreign and Commonwealth 
Office in particular, but the Ministry of Defence as well, to 
think more strategically in terms of Asia and where the U.K. 
can support the wider U.S. strategic vision globally,” she said. 

Notwithstanding recent setbacks with the likely loss of 
big fighter contracts in Japan and India, some of the British 
government’s thinking on Asia is manifesting itself on the 
defense industrial front. 

The British government recently signed a research and 
technology accord with India, and Cameron’s visit to Japan 
next month could move along a deal to cooperate on the 
development of a number of weapons programs, now that 
Tokyo has lifted a long-time ban on defense exports. 

Aronsson said the U.S. wants Europe to increase its focus 
on Asia as well. 

“I know the U.S. is interested in seeing Europe take a 
more strategic view of Asia as a region,” she said. “They have 
spent a lot of time in Europe in an effort to try and generate 
strategic engagement, particularly at a European Union level.” 
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PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
24. Kitsap Submariners Get Jump On Breathalyzer Campaign 
(KITSAP (WA) SUN 09 MAR 12) ... Ed Friedrich 

BANGOR — Kitsap submariners are fronting a Navy 
initiative to curb drinking and smoking among Sailors. 

They participated in a breathalyzer pilot program that's 
expanding to the entire fleet, and will soon tout their 
experiences kicking tobacco to their peers. Sailors were 
banned from smoking on submarines on Jan. 1, 2011, and the 
Navy wants others to follow. 

As part of the anti-smoking campaign, Navy exchanges 
will no longer offer a discount on tobacco products. 

The changes are part of an initiative announced last week 
by Secretary of the Navy Ray Mabus. 

"The new defense strategy will put increased 
responsibilities on the Navy and Marine Corps in the years to 
come," Mabus said during a worldwide all-hands call Monday. 
"You are the department's most essential asset, and it is the 
duty of the department's leadership to do all we can to provide 
each individual Sailor and Marine with the resources to 
maintain that resiliency." 

Pacific Fleet submarines, including those assigned to 
Naval Base Kitsap-Bangor, took part in a pilot breathalyzer 
program that started in June 2010, said Lt. Ed Early, 
Submarine Group Nine spokesman. Hand-held alcohol 
detectors were used for random tests and unit sweeps. 

The tests were administered in a variety of ways. 
Sometimes an entire oncoming duty section was tested, while 
other times every third or fourth person crossing the brow 
during a designated time was tested. At other times, only 
Sailors who were late for muster were tested, Early said. 

Sailors found with alcohol in their blood weren't 
punished, but they couldn't stand duty. Testing was used to get 
Sailors into counseling or treatment before something bad 

happened. The Sailor's commanding officer was responsible 
for follow-up. 

The Pacific Fleet passed feedback up the chain of 
command. 

"The submarine force has found breathalyzer testing to be 
a useful component in a multifaceted approach to promoting 
the responsible use of alcohol," Early said. 

Mabus said the pilot program resulted in a 45 percent 
decrease in DUIs and other alcohol-related incidences at the 
commands doing the testing. Beginning in December, every 
command will be issued breath-testing kits and be expected to 
use them, he said. 

Local submariners will also help other Sailors try to stop 
smoking, said Lt. Matt Allen, a Navy spokesman at the 
Pentagon. They'll appear in an "unprecedented social media 
campaign" to explain the health and financial benefits, he said. 

"It'll be Sailor telling Sailor, 'I'm a submariner and when 
they turned the smoking light out on the submarine, I did 
better on my PRT (physical readiness testing) or I saved $50 
on (not buying) a carton of Marlboros,'" Allen said. 

Mabus is moving the Navy to be smoke-free by choice 
with continued education on the hazards of smoking, and easy 
access to free cessation tools. He said its illogical to make 
such and effort while offering Sailors cut-rate cigarettes. Navy 
exchanges and ships can sell tobacco products 5 percent 
cheaper than the best off-base retail price. That practice will 
end, he said. 

Also this month, the Navy will begin random testing of 
urine samples for synthetic chemical compounds like Spice, 
Mabus said. Those who test positive or are caught with 
synthetic chemical compounds will be punished under the 
Uniform Code of Military Justice. 
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25. Up-To Date Emergency Data Vital For Family Readiness 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 10 MAR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class LaTunya Howard, Navy Personnel Command 
Public Affairs 

MILLINGTON, Tenn. -- Off-duty accidents and illnesses 
were among the leading causes of death for Sailors in calendar 
year 2011, said a Navy official March 9. 

"As service members, we usually remember to update our 
emergency data prior to a deployment or individual augmentee 
assignment," said Hospital Corpsman 1st Class Dana Swope, 

leading petty officer and licensed mortician, Navy and Marine 
Corps Mortuary Affairs. "Non-combat related incidents such 
as car accidents, happen daily so we should get in the practice 
of verifying our records at a minimum of twice a year." 

Sailors must keep their Record of Emergency Data (DD 
form 93) and Dependency Application Record of Emergency 
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Data (NAVPERS 1070/602 also known as your Page 2) 
updated with their primary and secondary next-of-kin upon 
marriage, divorce, the birth of a child or any other significant 
life changing event. 

During a Page 2 update, Sailors should identify a person 
authorized to direct disposition (PADD) of the deceased. 

"The PADD is the individual the Sailor appoints to 
oversee arrangements after their death and whom we will take 
our direction from in fulfilling the Sailor's final wishes," said 
Swope. 

According to Swope, the Page 2 and Servicemembers' 
Group Life Insurance (SGLI) forms are among the first 
documents the Navy will turn to in the event a Sailor is very 
seriously injured or dies. 

"Unfortunately, we sometimes find out when we need to 
notify family members of injury or the death of a service 
member, that the information [in the Page 2 and SGLI] is 
outdated or incomplete which hampers the notification 
process," said Swope. "Not maintaining up-to-date Page 2 
information could delay notification to next-of-kin and the 
distribution of death benefits." 

Also, during a Page 2 update, Sailors should identify three 
people that they would desire to be bedside should they be 
injured and incapacitated. The Navy has a Bedside program 
that allows up to three family members to be present at an 
injured service member's bedside should the injury be 
sufficient enough to warrant it. 

While illness and death are not the most popular topics to 
discuss, Swope suggests Sailors address the subject with their 
loved ones. 

"Sailors can take a great deal of stress off their family by 
making sure someone knows their final wishes," said Swope. 
"When a Sailor or Marine dies, a uniformed casualty 
assistance calls officer (CACO) is assigned to contact their 
family. CACO notifies the family of the death of their service 
member and they assist the family through the entire process." 

The CACO is assigned by a regional office under 
Commander, Naval Installations Command. 

A Sailor's designated beneficiary may receive multiple 
death benefits, i.e. death gratuity, SGLI, unpaid pay and 
allowances and possible survivor benefit entitlements of the 
service member. 

Death gratuity is a benefit paid to beneficiary/s designated 
by the Sailor at no cost to the Sailor. The total amount payable 
is $100,000, and Sailors may designate up to 10 people to 
receive it. The amount paid to a beneficiary is specified on the 
Sailor's Page 2. 

SGLI is a life insurance benefit that Sailors elect to 
purchase through payroll deduction. The coverage is available 
in $50,000 increments up to $400, 000. The designated 
beneficiary/s are identified on the Sailor's SGLV 8286, SGLI 
Election and Certificate. Sailors should access their electronic 
service record in Navy Standard Integrated Personnel System 
and their Official Military Personnel Files to verify Page 2 
data information regularly. 

"We have seen firsthand how out dated emergency data 
can delay notification of next-of-kin and even result in 
benefits being distributed to former spouses," said Swope. "I 
encourage Sailors to review their records and keep them up-to-
date." 

Contact the Personnel Support Detachment or personnel 
office if changes to beneficiary data are needed. 

Maintaining personnel and service records is a key 
element of readiness, one of the five areas of the 21st Century 
Sailor and Marine initiative which consolidates a set of 
objectives and policies, new and existing, to maximize Sailor 
and Marine personal readiness, build resiliency and hone the 
most combat-effective force in the history of the Department 
of the Navy. 

For more information on death benefits, Sailors should 
contact the Navy Casualty Assistance office at 1-800-368-
3202/901-874-2501/DSN 882-2501 orcall the Navy Personnel 
Command (NPC) customer service center (CSC) at 1-866-U-
ASK-NPC, email CSCMailbox@navy.mil or visit NPC's 
website at www.npc.navy.mil. 
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26. Truman Sailors Attend Women's Personal, Professional Growth Symposium 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 09 MAR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Leona Mynes, USS Harry S. Truman Public 
Affairs 

PORTSMOUTH, Va. -- Female Sailors aboard the 
aircraft carrier USS Harry S. Truman (CVN 75) attended a 
women's personal and professional growth symposium aboard 
the ship's auxiliary barge March 7. 

The symposium, hosted by senior female leadership, 
addressed career obstacles female Sailors may face and 
introduced available resources. 

"We want female Sailors to know they can accomplish 
anything," said Senior Chief Hospital Corpsman (SW/AW) 
Maria Fernandez, the leading chief petty officer of Truman's 
medical department. "A successful Navy career and having a 
family is possible, and it has been done throughout the Navy's 
history." 

Fernandez and other female leadership spoke about 
experiences with families, pregnancies, marriages, barriers 
they faced when they entered the Navy, and how female 
Sailors can care for families and foster a strong career with 
planning. 

"When I entered the Navy, it was a different environment 
for females," said Fernandez. "We want the female Sailors to 
be aware of things that have changed since then and all of the 
career opportunities for junior Sailors." 

Fernandez said female Sailors can take advantage of 
several programs that were not established when she was a 
junior Sailor, including the Sexual Assault Prevention and 
Response (SAPR) program, family care plans, and education 
and special duty assignments. 

Navy resources and a base of experienced female senior 
leadership aboard Truman give female junior Sailors several 
opportunities to receive assistance when making life decisions, 
said Fernandez. 

"What affects one Sailor affects us across the board," said 
Fernandez. "We want to give each female the tools they need 
to overcome obstacles we have dealt with in our past." 
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For Logistics Specialist 2nd Class (SW) Bilikiss 
Blambert, a supply liaison for the aircraft intermediate 
maintenance department, the symposium was eye-opening. 

"I think that in a comfortable, less formal setting like this, 
people can absorb and use the information well," said 
Blambert, who has been in the Navy for 13 years. "In my 
experience, junior and senior personnel are more apt to be 
productive if they can trust the people they work with or for." 

Senior leadership is accepting of junior Sailors talking 
about and seeking assistance for personal issues, which helps 
Sailors with morale and readiness, said Blambert. 

"When we're at work we are all about the mission, but at 
the end of the day, family is what ties it all together," said 
Blambert. "Knowing we can come to our chain of command 

with family matters reinforces that Sailors are a family away 
from home." 

Blambert appreciated how positive intrusive leadership 
considers all facets of a Sailor's life. 

"They're able to open their arms to us," said Blambert. 
"Knowing that senior leadership aboard Truman is open to 
giving junior female Sailors support speaks highly of the 
strong women who serve in the Navy." 

Truman is undergoing a docking planned incremental 
availability at Norfolk Naval Shipyard in Portsmouth, Va. 

The 21st Century Sailor and Marine initiative 
consolidates a set of objectives and policies, new and existing, 
to maximize Sailor and Marine personal readiness, build 
resiliency and hone the most combat-effective force in the 
history of the Department of the Navy. 
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27. Navy Information Warfare/Cryptology Community Celebrates 77th Anniversary 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 09 MAR 12) ... From Fleet Cyber Command / U.S. 10th Fleet Public Affairs 

NORFOLK, Va. -- The Navy information warfare (IW) 
and cryptologic technicians (CT) community will celebrate its 
77th anniversary March 11. 

From the Navy's concern with protecting its signals 
against unauthorized use during the Civil War, cryptologic 
personnel have been in place to intercept and decipher enemy 
signals while creating ways to ensure the security of our own 
communications. 

The first wireless transmission from a Navy ship in 1899 
created newly assigned responsibilities in radio intelligence 
and communications security to Sailors and Marines. They 
conducted numerous experiments in this new field of warfare 
during World War I and dedicated themselves to drawing 
appropriate lessons from this experience in the years 
following. 

Advances in the art and science of cryptology became 
increasingly vital to the success of allied forces during World 
War II when nearly 250,000 information warfare personnel 
were deployed globally to support every major campaign in 
the war. 

Today, the growing military dependency on cyberspace, 
alongside an array of cyber threats and vulnerabilities require 
Navy IW officers and CTs to aggressively support every U.S. 
mission during peace and war. 

As the senior IW officer, Vice Adm. Michael S. Rogers, 
commander, U.S. Fleet Cyber Command/10th Fleet, 
acknowledged the community's integration and innovation 
across the full spectrum of military operations in the maritime, 
cyberspace and information domains supporting the chief of 
naval operations vision for naval and joint warfighter 
superiority. 

"I am proud to lead our community as we execute the full 
spectrum of cyber, cryptology, signals intelligence, 
information operations and electronic warfare," said Rogers. 
"Information Warriors continue to not only perform in their 
linguistic/interpretive skill set, but assist the fleet in Special 
Warfare operation, detection of improvised explosive devices 
(IEDs) and intrusions on the Navy's networks." 

Significant challenges in the area of Information 
Dominance have also played an integral part of special 
warfare operations. 

"Cryptologists have been an integral part of SEAL teams 
in both the Iraq and Afghanistan wars and several have paid 
the ultimate sacrifice in the performance of their duties," said 
Rogers. "Still others have been instrumental in the creation of 
lifesaving measures in the field and recognized with the award 
of the Bronze Star and other military awards for their 
ingenuity and bravery." 

Navy's information warriors have gone by different names 
throughout history, but their dedication to the mission and the 
sense of duty have remained unequaled. 

Over the last decade the IW/CT communities have 
celebrated milestones creating a new era of warfare: 

Sept. 15, 2005 - The Navy renamed cryptologic officers 
"information warfare officers" to reflect the expanded 
competencies of information operations and cyber warfare. 

Sept. 30, 2005 - The Naval Security Group was 
disestablished, and all missions were assumed by Naval 
Network Warfare Command. 

Oct. 1, 2009 - The Information Dominance Corps was 
established, which consists of four separate communities: 
IW/CT; intelligence/intelligence specialists; information 
professionals and technicians; and 
oceanographers/aerographers. 

Jan. 29, 2010 - U.S. 10th Fleet was re-commissioned, and 
Fleet Cyber Command was established, which assumed the 
Navy's cryptologic, information operations, cyber, electronic 
warfare and space missions. 

Today's IW/CT force performs both national missions 
with the National Security Agency and fleet missions in 
support of combatant commanders. Thirty-six percent of the 
force is forward deployed aboard ships, submarines, aircraft 
and in other tactical engagements globally. Navy cryptologic 
technicians are trained in a total of 114 languages and dialects. 

"Navy information warriors will continue to excel on the 
leading edge as technology advances and they will continue to 
adapt, improvise and overcome any obstacle that seeks to 
diminish decision superiority for our nation's warfighter," 
added Rogers. 

Navy Information Operations Command, Norfolk, and 
Navy Cyber Defense Operations Command will host a IW and 
CT community anniversary ball in celebration of 77 years of 
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cryptologic service to the nation. The gala will be held March 16, in Norfolk. 
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28. A Brightening Mood 
Morale and job satisfaction are up, but pessimism grows on Iraq, Afghanistan 
(MILITARY TIMES 19 MAR 12) ... Cid Standifer 

With the economy still in a funk and politicians and 
defense officials panicking about Pentagon cutbacks, the 
morale of the force is hardly sky-high — but it is better than 
last year, according to the 2012 Military Times Poll. 

Forty-two percent of the 792 active-duty respondents to 
this year’s poll, for example, said they are very or somewhat 
worried about their personal finances; just last year, that 
number peaked at 51 percent. The percentage of those 
reporting no worries rose from 17 percent in 2011 to 21 
percent in 2012. Before the recession, in 2006, 37 percent 
were very or somewhat worried about their finances, and one-
fourth said they had no concerns. 

The Wileys were among the military families hit by the 
recent economic hurricane, which devastated the value of two 
homes they had to sell when Army Sgt. 1st Class Anthony 
Wiley was transferred, first to Pennsylvania, then Texas, then 
Oklahoma and finally Hawaii over the past four years. 

As he and his wife, Cynthia, try to rebuild their savings, 
they’ve taken to burning candles at night to save on electricity. 
Their son, who heads to college next year, will rely on 
Anthony Wiley’s GI Bill education benefits, since there’s little 
left for a college fund. 

Wiley, who has served more than 20 years and now 
specializes in maintaining Patriot missiles, said he’ll probably 
stay in the military until he and his wife can afford to weather 
several months of potential unemployment in the civilian 
world while he searches for a new job as a government 
contractor. 

“Given the cost of living in Hawaii, it could take until the 
second coming of Christ,” he said. 

Still, it could be — and recently has been — worse for the 
couple. 

The Wileys couldn’t find a renter after Anthony Wiley 
was transferred to Texas, and spent two years paying the 
mortgage on their unoccupied Pittsburgh home, which cost 
them $70,000. The bank finally accepted a short sale, but only 
if the Wileys paid a $5,000 fee. The military’s Housing 
Assistance Program allowed them to recoup $18,000, but by 
then their credit scores had dropped by about 100 points each. 

Their savings were wiped out. In a way, they said, being 
broke but stable is an improvement. 

Air Force Lt. Col. (Dr.) Robert Craig-Gray said he also 
was hit hard by the housing crisis, losing $200,000 on the 
short sale of his home in the Washington, D.C., suburbs after 
being transferred to Texas, though the military’s mortgage 
assistance program helped offset some of the cost. 

At the same time, his wife had to leave her job as a human 
resources manager at Georgetown University in Washington. 
The only work she could find in Texas was as a part-time 
cashier at Home Depot. 

For now, Craig-Gray said, he plans to stay in the Air 
Force, largely because the military offers stability and a 
certain future. But he’s worried that the next move, or the ones 
after that, could be too much for his family, including his two 
kids. 

“I don’t want to have it such that my wife has to sacrifice 
her career and sacrifice her home on an ongoing basis because 
of my job,” he said. “That’s not fair.” 

Ups And Downs In Morale 
The Obama administration has placed great emphasis on 

support for military families, particularly in job training for 
spouses. That effort may be reflected in a slight decline in the 
percentage of poll respondents this year who said that frequent 
military-related moves hurt their spouse’s career or kept them 
from getting job training. 

Roughly the same percentage this year as last year said 
their spouse is currently employed either part time or full time. 

Other measures of morale are a mixed bag. For example, 
the percentage of respondents who said they were satisfied 
with their marriage was a seemingly robust 85 percent this 
year — but that’s down 9 points from last year’s 94 percent. 

But in most other areas, respondents this year said they 
were happier with their quality of life, though only slightly. 

Service members who called military housing “good” or 
“excellent” rose 6 percentage points, and those who described 
overall military quality of life as better than average increased 
3 points. 

The percentage of respondents who said they are 
dissatisfied with military pay, health care, officers and enlisted 
leaders dropped 2 percentage points across the board. The 
same percentage of respondents as last year said they’re 
satisfied with their jobs, but slightly more of those people said 
they are “completely satisfied” rather than just “somewhat 
satisfied.” 

Iraq, Afghanistan Pessimism 
Even as troops’ personal morale and financial security 

creeps upward at home, poll respondents are becoming 
increasingly pessimistic about the futures of Iraq and 
Afghanistan. 

Last summer, several months before the last U.S. combat 
troops pulled out of Iraq, more than 70 percent of active-duty 
troops who responded to the poll said they approved of the 
plan to pull out. About 70 percent also said they believed the 
mission had been successful. 

With sectarian violence on the upswing in Iraq, less than 
60 percent of respondents to the 2012 poll said they thought 
pulling out U.S. troops was the right move. Similarly, the 
percentage of respondents who said the war was a success 
dropped more than 10 points. 

At the same time, optimism about Afghanistan, low to 
begin with in previous polls, ebbed further in this year’s poll. 

The percentage of respondents who felt the Afghan 
military would be ready to stand on its own in 10 years or less 
shrank from 62 percent last year to 57 percent this year. 
Nearly three-fourths of respondents said al-Qaida leader 
Osama bin Laden’s death last May was significant, but had no 
tangible impact on the situation in the region. 

Lt. Frances Keller, a Navy nurse who has deployed to 
Afghanistan, fears that the sacrifices made by U.S. troops in 
that nation may come to naught. 
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“When we leave … [the Afghans] will go back to the 
Taliban because ‘Inshalla, it’s God’s will’ — so we’re dying 
for nothing,” she said. “Some of the guys that come back are 

furious because they’re the medics that are out there and 
they’ve lost their Marines... That’s a big issue for a lot of these 
young kids.” 
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29. Jobless Rate Among Vets At Lowest Since 2008 
(STARS AND STRIPES 10 MAR 12) ... Leo Shane III 

WASHINGTON — The unemployment rate for recent 
veterans dropped to 7.6 percent in February, the lowest it has 
been since September 2008 and a possible sign of success for 
high-profile efforts to find veterans jobs. 

Statistics from the Bureau of Labor Statistics show that 
more veterans of the Iraq and Afghanistan era than ever before 
are working in the civilian sector, up nearly 220,000 since the 
end of 2011. Today, nearly 1.9 million of those veterans hold 
private sector jobs, a number expected to rise as more troops 
leave the military in coming years. 

For all veterans, the unemployment rate dropped to 7 
percent in February, the lowest that mark has been since 
December 2008. Almost all of the increase in veteran 
employment came from the new jobs for post-9/11 veterans. 

Both figures put veterans in a better employment situation 
than the rest of the country. The national unemployment rate 
remained at 8.3 percent for February, and that the number of 

new private sector jobs grew by 223,000 from the month 
before. 

Lawmakers have made post-military employment a focus 
in recent months, adopting legislation to train veterans in new 
skills and to ease their transition into the civilian workforce. 

The White House has also unveiled a slew of initiatives 
aimed at putting younger veterans to work, including job 
search tools and career counseling efforts. Last month, 
President Barack Obama also announced plans for a veterans 
job corps initiative to employ thousands of former 
servicemembers as police officers, firefighters and park 
rangers. 

The good employment news comes as the Defense 
Department prepares to shed more than 100,000 troops over 
the next few years as part of cost-saving plans tied to the end 
of the war in Iraq and the anticipated drawdown of forces from 
Afghanistan. 
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30. Navy’s New ‘Mayor’ Takes Office 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 11 MAR 12) ... Jeanette Steele 

Before dawn, if you see a lone bicyclist heading from 
Point Loma toward the downtown waterfront, it might be the 
Navy’s new “mayor” for San Diego. 

Rear Adm. Dixon Smith, who assumed command of the 
service’s Southwest region in December, will be the face of 
the Navy around San Diego for the next two to three years. 

The 51-year-old U.S. Naval Academy graduate brings 
considerable energy to the job: He bikes to work every day 
from Point Loma, works out mornings in the weight room at 
the Navy Broadway Complex and races sailboats on the 
weekend. 

Smith describes himself as a bureaucracy cutter and 
someone who knows the value of forming ties in the greater 
community. He did that in Hawaii, his previous command. 
Over three years there, he and his wife, Kiki, personally 
hosted more than 130 public outreach events. 

People who have worked with him in the past give high 
marks. 

They include Shad Kane, a member of Hawaiian groups 
in Honolulu that interact with the Navy on preserving historic 
resources. Both sides have not always seen eye to eye. 

To encourage mingling between military families and 
local residents, the Navy began hosting a Hawaiian native 
games festival in 2001. But military attendance was lackluster, 
Kane said. 

When Smith took over as regional Navy commander in 
2005, he set a new tone. 

“He was the first admiral that I know of who has really 
participated at this function with us — side by side, with his 
dress whites on, getting to know everyone on a personal 
level,” Kane said, adding that Smith wasn’t bad in the spear-
throwing contest. 

Honolulu Mayor Peter Carlisle said Smith made a point of 
being easily accessible, handing out his cell phone number. 

“I can tell you in terms of community relationships, he 
was one of the most effective leaders that we have ever had at 
Pearl Harbor,” Carlisle said. “I would say that we considered 
it a real, real difficulty when he left just because he was such a 
good friend to everybody.” 

Smith is already making the rounds of San Diego City 
Council offices and Navy League meetings to introduce 
himself and establish fresh contacts. He is a familiar face to 
some because he served as commander of San Diego Naval 
Base from 2005 to 2008. 

In Southern California, he presides over a growing Navy 
presence at a time when military budgets are shrinking. 

“I have to figure out how to still deliver the product that is 
required,” Smith said, referring to the services that the Navy 
provides at its bases. “That means I’ve got to figure out how to 
do it more efficiently and more innovatively. That’s where our 
focus is.” 

If another round of base closures comes, as proposed in 
Washington, D.C., Smith’s role will be to produce data 
showing the pace of military activity in the region. It will be 
up to civic leaders to make the political case to Congress. 

“When you look around at what happens out of this port, 
it’s a pretty good relationship. The Navy is able to do what it 
needs to do,” Smith said. “I don’t know of any specific risks. 
But when folks start putting this stuff together and sifting 
through, cracks may develop.” 

The Navy “mayor” job in San Diego has always been an 
especially public one, though other admirals in the region hold 
higher rank. 

The “mayor” name isn’t used officially by the Navy itself, 
but the moniker has stuck to the command since at least the 
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1980s. It might even be unique to San Diego, possibly because 
the headquarters of other regional commands are located 
behind the gates of naval bases. Here, they sit at the busy 
corner of Broadway and Harbor Drive, not far from City Hall. 
Smith’s office looks out on the waterfront and working 
commercial piers. 

Past holders of his post have gone on to become civilian 
leaders around the county. 

Retired Rear Adm. Ronne Froman led the San Diego 
American Red Cross chapter and served as San Diego’s chief 
operating officer after retiring from the Navy job. Len Hering 
became a University of San Diego vice president. Jose Luis 
Betancourt worked as chief administrative officer for the San 
Diego Unified School District, though he resigned because of 
a conflict-of-interest violation after taking a corporate defense 
job following his Navy service. 

Smith presides over a six-state region with more than 
75,000 active-duty Sailors and 11 installations. 

He’s something of an unlikely Navy leader. His grades 
didn’t get him into college, so he spent an extra year at a 
Naval Academy prep school, then made it into the academy in 
the class of 1983. 

The Connecticut native sailed for the school’s team all 
four years, although his grades still weren’t good enough to 
travel to out-of-town meets. 

But he went on to command the destroyer The Sullivans 
from 2001 to 2003. And now, he’s the face of the Navy in the 
biggest naval region in the world. 

Smith is candid about what got him this far: His love of 
sailing, the structure of the Navy and his wife, whom he met 
during college. 

“I’m a Type-A personality,” he said. “I ask questions and 
push hard and try to move forward.” 
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31. Navy Mom Surprises Son At Fairfield School 
(WKRC CBS CINCINNATI 09 MAR 12) ... Larry Davis 

10 year old Andrew Wyckoff was expecting to chow 
down on pizza, fish and mac and cheese at school in Fairfield 
today. What he wasn't expecting .....was a special lunch date 
lunch date with his mother, whom he thought was still serving 
a tour of duty of Afghanistan. 

"A little nervous, anxious of course since I haven't seen 
Andrew in nine months but I'm ready." Navy Lt. Commander 
Heather Wyckoff just returned from Afghanistan but the 
reunion with her son was a big secret. As Andrew made his 
way through the cafeteria line, his mother waited in a back 
room. 

Once Andrew took his seat, mom gave him the surprise of 
his life. "Hi buddy..can I have a kiss?" 

Andrew was speechless. His mother told him it was okay 
to cry---she didn't have to tell others who cried enough for 

Andrew. "I think hes just in a complete state of shock right 
now..he had no idea I was coming." 

Andrew's father Scott was in on the surprise--he says the 
past nine months have been tough on his son. "He's not really 
whined or cried. He's been strong about it, better than I could 
have been so yeah its been tough.' 

Andrew says he was excited to see his mother and said he 
never had a surprise like this. He was looking forward to some 
quality time with mom. 

While in Afghanistan, Heather Wyckoff was able to 
communicate with her son through Skype until 
communications became intermittent in recent weeks. 

View Clip (RT: 2:11) 
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32. Revised Rules Help Veteran Wake From 27-Year Nightmare 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 10 MAR 12) ... Kate Wiltrout 

CHESAPEAKE - One rainy night in 1985, Navy Seaman 
Katherine Glover was raped while on duty at a NATO base in 
Italy. 

Ashamed, fearful of losing her security clearance, and 
distrustful of her male superiors, Glover didn't report the 
attack. 

She says didn't breathe a word of the trauma until 2002, 
when she finally told a representative from the Department of 
Veterans Affairs. 

The woman helped get Glover into treatment for post-
traumatic stress disorder. But with nothing in her record to 
corroborate what happened that long-ago night in Naples, 
Glover's quest for disability benefits from the VA always 
ended the same way: denied. Without proof that she'd been 
raped - or a link between her Navy service and her medical 
condition - the agency's benefits division had long refused to 
grant Glover status as a service-disabled veteran. 

Last week, more than five years after filing her latest 
claim, Glover, 59, finally got good news. 

Working with a revised set of guidelines for handling 
claims involving sexual trauma, the VA concluded that 

Glover's anxiety, panic attacks and depression render her 
unable to work. She will receive a monthly stipend of almost 
$2,800, as well as $150,000 in retroactive benefits, dating to 
her 2006 application for disability compensation. 

"Now, maybe, I can get on with my life," Glover said. 
"And now maybe, just maybe, some of the other women going 
through this will be able to get on with their lives, too." 

The Virginian-Pilot does not normally identify victims of 
sexual assault, but Glover agreed to share her story in hopes it 
might inspire other veterans dealing with sexual trauma to 
come forward. 

"Don't wait as long as I waited," Glover said. "Get it out 
in the open. Find someone that will understand.... Don't hold it 
in as long as I did." 

Glover never envisioned becoming an advocate for 
female veterans. A cat-loving homebody who's happiest 
tending plants on her balcony, Glover is an unlikely warrior. 
Fibromyalgia, a painful disorder characterized by muscle and 
joint pain, sometimes forces her to use a wheelchair. She is 
extremely uncomfortable around men and is fearful of going 
out after dark. Because it was raining the night she was raped, 



 

33 
 

stormy weather often sends her into the closet of her 
apartment. 

Despite those challenges, or maybe because of them, 
Glover refused to be cowed. 

"If more of us don't open up our mouths," she said, "then 
nothing's going to get done." 

The VA's benefits administration recently revamped its 
handling of disability claims for PTSD related to military 
sexual trauma - a term covering in-service sexual harassment, 
assault and rape. 

In June, within weeks of starting work as the VA's 
undersecretary for benefits, Allison Hickey sent out an 
agencywide memo instructing claims representatives to apply 
"proper flexibility and sensitivity" when evaluating disability 
claims related to military sexual trauma. 

Employees should not expect to see evidence in most 
sexual trauma cases, wrote Hickey, a retired Air Force 
brigadier general. She noted that statistics show only 20 
percent of military women and 7 percent of military men who 
have been sexually assaulted actually report the crimes. 

Hickey told examiners handling sexual trauma claims to 
"err on the side of the veteran," accepting an individual's 
statement and secondary evidence of behavioral changes as 
credible evidence of trauma. 

But it's taken some time for those precepts to be applied. 
Last summer, Glover's advocate in her quest for benefits - 

Judy McClary, a registered nurse and certified legal nurse 
consultant - turned to U.S. Sen. Jim Webb's office for help 
with the case. 

Webb's office sent a letter on Glover's behalf to the VA's 
office in Roanoke. The reply, from the acting director of the 
regional office, appeared to contradict Hickey's guidance on 
sexual trauma cases. 

"She contends in 1985 she was sexually assaulted," Leigh 
Skeens-Wilson wrote to Webb in September. "Review of her 
service treatment records and military personnel records failed 
to show credible evidence or markers to substantiate this 
claim." 

In explaining why Glover's benefits were denied, Skeens-
Wilson wrote, "there was no credible evidence to show the 
claimed stressor occurred, nor did we have a confirmed 
diagnosis. We cannot accept a diagnosis of PTSD from a 
nurse." 

Glover was in her late 20s when she decided to join the 
Navy. She looked forward to starting a new life and traveling 
the world. In 1985, she was assigned to a NATO base in 
Naples for a three-year tour. Albums full of yellowing 
photographs depict a pretty, long-haired woman posing in 
front of churches, visiting Mount Vesuvius, and joking around 
at birthday parties in the enlisted barracks. 

On the cool, rainy night that Glover revisits so often in 
her mind, she was working the midnight-to-6 a.m. shift at the 
international motor pool. She was one of four American 
dispatchers; most of the drivers were Italian soldiers. 

Each hour of the overnight shift, the dispatcher had to 
scan the parked vehicles with a flashlight, looking for bombs. 
Glover said she was in the midst of her rounds in a deserted lot 
when her attacker struck from behind. 

She blacked out after multiple blows to her head. Coming 
to moments later, she found her uniform blouse open and her 
pants around her ankles. The man held a knife across her 
throat and told her, in Italian, "Keep your mouth shut." 

She never got a good look at his face. 
"Look, I didn't know who it was, and I didn't want 

anybody to know, because I blamed myself," Glover said. "I 
blamed myself for being in the position that allowed it to 
happen to me. Sometimes I still blame myself." 

Glover hastily arranged to take leave. She flew to Hawaii, 
where she said she spent a month at a military hotel, healing 
physically and emotionally. 

"I had a lot of time on the books. I chose to just go," she 
said. "I didn't want to expose myself to anybody." 

Gradually, her battered nose healed. So did her spirit - to 
a point. 

She willed herself to move on. "I knew it was still there," 
she said, "but I shoved the door closed on it." 

She returned to duty in Italy and switched to the day shift. 
She stopped going out after dark. She armed herself with 
Mace and a knife. 

A former soldier who served at the motor pool then noted 
in a letter supporting Glover's disability claim that the once-
smiling, happy Sailor had changed. 

"Her eyes were sad," the soldier wrote in 2008. "She 
didn't smile like she did before." 

That letter turned out to be a crucial piece of evidence in 
Glover's case. 

Edna MacDonald, deputy director of the VA's 
compensation service in Washington, said that since 
December, the agency has assigned all claims related to 
military sexual trauma to a small pool of workers in each 
regional VA office. 

The same month, MacDonald said, those newly dedicated 
claims employees got hands-on training on how to comb 
through benefits claims for "markers" that may indicate a 
service member suffered a sexual trauma in the military - 
things such as behavioral changes, requests for transfers, 
information for family members and buddy statements. 

If a military sexual trauma claim lacks medical evidence, 
employees are quicker to order what's known as a 
"compensation and pension" exam. 

Kathy Sullivan, director of the VA's Roanoke office, said 
the changes played a part in Glover's outcome. 

In 2008, the soldier's statement about Glover's changed 
behavior - from smiling and happy to quiet and sad - didn't 
qualify as "credible evidence" of her claim. A recent review 
gave it more weight. 

"The buddy statement was very important to her claim," 
Sullivan said. "It helped provide corroboration to her 
statement." 

The buddy statement alone was not enough to change the 
VA's earlier ruling, Sullivan said. But Glover's account of the 
attack, paired with the letter, provided enough evidence for the 
VA to order a psychiatric exam from a third-party physician. 

The doctor who did Glover's exam on Jan. 10 found her to 
suffer from PTSD with symptoms including anxiety, 
hypervigilance, depression, memory impairment and difficulty 
concentrating. Once the VA had that diagnosis, the outcome 
was clear. 

"We don't have specific evidence," Sullivan said. "We 
can't prove this rape occurred, but we have corroborating 
evidence. And we know that it is generally not reported and 
can be very hard to establish." 
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After decades of keeping a dark secret, then sharing it 
only to spend years feeling as if the VA didn't believe her, 
Glover is happy that her voice has finally been heard. 

The benefits will allow her to live much more 
comfortably. Since 2007, her only income has been $800 a 
month in Social Security disability for her fibromyalgia. She 
lives in a subsidized apartment and was relying on food 
stamps to make ends meet. Now, as a service-disabled veteran, 
she'll get to shop at military commissaries. 

She plans to continue therapy for PTSD at a VA medical 
center in Richmond. She recently was asked to talk to a 
military group about her ordeal, and she's considering it. 

"I don't know if I'm ever going to be back to the same 
way I was," she said this week. 

"I probably won't go out at night, or during a rainstorm, 
but I want to come to a peace of mind that a rainstorm is just 
what it is - God's way of cleansing the Earth - and I'm home 
safe. 

"It's over," she said of the night she was raped. "It's over, 
and I'm going in a new direction now." 

View Gallery (7 Photos) 
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33. Wife Sentenced In Killing Of Navy Doctor 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 09 MAR 12) ... Dana Littlefield 

SAN DIEGO — Calling the crime an “irrevocable 
tragedy,” a judge sentenced a woman Friday to 16 years to life 
in prison for fatally stabbing her Navy doctor husband more 
than a year ago. 

Jennifer Trayers, 43, was convicted of second-degree 
murder last month in connection with the death of Lt. Cmdr. 
Frederick Trayers III, who was killed in their North Park 
home. He was stabbed more than 10 times, including twice in 
his chest and eight times in his back. 

During the sentencing hearing, San Diego Superior Court 
Judge Joan Weber noted that the couple had problems in their 
18-year marriage but had found a way to work through them 
in the past and move on. 

But on Dec. 4, 2010, Jennifer Trayers made a decision 
that changed everything when she picked up a knife and ended 
her 41-year-old husband's life, Weber said. 

The killing illustrates “the irrevocable tragedy of 
domestic violence,” the judge said. 

Violence, she added, can never be a solution to marital 
disputes. 

“You lost the man that you loved more than life itself,” 
Weber told the defendant, who sat quietly in the courtroom 
with her lawyers. 

The judge said a letter submitted to the court by the 
victim’s mother was particularly moving. In it, the mother 
described how she had not only lost her son, but a daughter-in-
law who had been part of her life for nearly two decades. 

“How can I just turn off the feelings that I’ve had all these 
years?” Carol Trayers said in the letter, which the judge read 
aloud. “I will grieve for both of them all of my life.” 

Jennifer Trayers did not make a statement during the 
hearing. Her lawyer, Kerry Armstrong, said Trayers was 
“extremely remorseful” for what she had done, a sentiment 
she wanted to be expressed to her husband’s family in 
particular. 

Armstrong said it was heartbreaking to see Trayers be 
sentenced to prison for such a long time, possibly the rest of 
her life. He said he wished California’s sentencing guidelines 
for second-degree murder were more flexible as they are in 
other states. 

“I just think that people should be treated a little 
differently for their background and the reason that they kill,” 
he said. 

Armstrong argued in trial that Trayers should be 
convicted of manslaughter instead of murder, because she lost 
control during a heated confrontation with her husband while 
trying to talk to him about his affair with another woman. 

Deputy District Attorney Fiona Khalil argued that Trayers 
committed first-degree murder. The prosecutor said Trayers 
had collected evidence of the affair — emails and other 
electronic communications — for months, and waited to stab 
her husband when he was in bed and groggy from taking a 
sleeping pill. 

The jury decided on second-degree murder, meaning they 
believed the killing was intentional but not premeditated. 

The victim’s sister, Cathie Trayers Mislan, wrote in a 
letter read in court by a friend that her brother had dedicated 
his life to his country and to saving others. She said she would 
miss his laugh and his positive outlook on life. 

“I cannot forgive Jennifer for taking the life of my 
brother,” she said. 
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FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
34. F-35 Development Costs To Come Down In 2015, Pentagon Says 
(DEFENSE DAILY 10 MAR 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

Redesign and modification in the development of F-35 
Joint Strike Fighter (JSF) will continue to drive the cost of the 
program for the next few years, but it will likely start dropping 
in 2015, Vice Adm. David Venlet, the Pentagon's program 
executive officer for the JSF, said recently. 

Venlet said the redesign and modification costs--known 
as "concurrency"--have been affecting all aspects of the 
program, including hardware, software, schedules and 

technical performance, but he was confident that Pentagon and 
manufacturer Lockheed Martin were making progress in 
tackling the problem. 

"Concurrency is very real in the program at this time...," 
he said. "It will persist probably to the beginning of 2015 and 
then it will recede rapidly." By 2015, the Pentagon should 
have a good handle through fatigue testing to make any 



 

35 
 

additional changes, Venlet said at a forum hosted by Credit 
Suisse and Jim McAleese and Associates on Thursday. 

Concurrency costs have been a key reason behind the 
budget overruns on the program, and, along with technical 
problems that prompted delays, have contributed to the 
Pentagon decision announced last month to remove 
construction of 179 of the aircraft from the five-year defense 
plan. 

The Pentagon said it was slowing down procurement to 
allow more time for testing and to make developmental 
changes to minimize concurrency costs before moving into 
large-scale production. 

The Pentagon plans to buy 2,443 F-35s in three variants 
for the Air Force, Navy and Marine Corps for a $282 billion 
price tag--the largest acquisition program in the building's 
history. 

Lowering the number of F-35 buys over the next five 
years has prompted concerns it could increase the cost of each 
warplane, including from some other countries committed to 

buying the F-35. Venlet said he has assured Japan, which 
announced plans in December to buy 42 JSFs, the budget 
change won't impact its deal. 

"We have given them assurances that out 2013 adjustment 
did not make their deal invalid," Venlet said. 

Venlet said the partner nations in the program--the United 
Kingdom Italy, Netherlands, Turkey, Canada, Australia, 
Denmark, Norway--are keeping a close eye on whether the 
Pentagon can bring down concurrency, but he was confident 
they will remain in the program following a March 2 meeting 
at the Canadian embassy in Washington. 

"I have no indication that anybody is thinking about 
leaving the program," he said. 

The Pentagon and Lockheed Martin are negotiating the 
procurement of the fifth batch of the planes in low-rate 
production. Despite fewer buys than planned, Venlet said he 
was confident the two sides can reach a "fair and reasonable" 
agreement to keep the planes affordable. 
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35. U.K. Reviewing Lockheed’s F-35B Model, U.S. Official Says 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 09 MAR 12) ... Tony Capaccio and Gopal Ratnam 

The U.K. is reconsidering its 2010 decision not to buy 
Lockheed Martin Corp.’s F-35B jet, said U.S. Navy Vice 
Admiral David Venlet, program manager for the Joint Strike 
Fighter. 

Asked in an interview if the U.K. is again interested in the 
F-35’s short-takeoff and vertical landing model, Venlet 
replied: “That is under consideration.” 

If the U.K. decides to buy the F-35B, it would be a boost 
to Bethesda, Maryland-based Lockheed, as well as the U.S. 
Marine Corps, which is the major customer for the airplane. In 
January, Defense Secretary Leon Panetta lifted a yearlong 
probation on the B model, which is the most complex of the 
three F-35 variants. At an estimated $382 billion to produce 
different models for the Air Force, Navy and Marine Corps, 
the F-35 is the Pentagon’s most expensive weapons program. 

In October 2010, U.K. Prime Minister David Cameron, 
who is scheduled to visit the U.S. and meet with President 
Barack Obama March 13-14, announced that Britain wouldn’t 
buy the F-35B model. Instead, the U.K. expressed interest in 
the Navy’s aircraft carrier version, which is projected to be 
cheaper than the short-takeoff and vertical landing model. 

The U.K.’s reconsideration of the F-35B model is a 
“relatively new development” driven by “national U.K. 
financial constraints and what it costs” to modify its two 

future Queen Elizabeth-class aircraft carriers so they could 
carry the U.S. Navy’s F-35C, Venlet said after a presentation 
to a Credit Suisse conference on defense programs yesterday 
in Arlington, Virginia. 

U.K. Review 
The U.K. Ministry of Defense said it is currently 

completing its budget for 2012 to 2013. 
“As part of this process we are reviewing all programs, 

including elements of the carrier strike program, to validate 
costs and ensure risks are properly managed,” the ministry 
said today in an e-mailed statement. “The defense secretary 
expects to announce the outcome of this process to Parliament 
before Easter.” 

Those modifications to the carriers may include adding 
catapults, arresting gear and other equipment needed to 
operate the F-35C, he said. “There is a cost” to making those 
changes “and I think they are re-analyzing” if they should buy 
the short-takeoff model instead, Venlet said. 

“I have told them at various levels of the government, we 
are with you whatever you need,” Venlet said. 

The U.K. is one of eight partners to the U.S. in the Joint 
Strike Fighter program. The others are Australia, Turkey, 
Italy, the Netherlands, Canada, Denmark and Norway. 
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36. Navy, Ingalls Agreement Seen As Progress Toward Building Second LHA 
(PASCAGOULA (MS) PRESS 10 MAR 12) ... Harlan Kirgan 

PASCAGOULA, Mississippi -- An agreement signed by 
the Navy and Huntington Ingalls for LHA 7, the second ship 
of the America-class amphibious assault ships, was applauded 
Thursday by three members of the Mississippi congressional 
delegation. 

The memorandum of agreement signed Tuesday is a 
preliminary step toward the eventual award of a contract later 
this year, stated a news release from Sens. Thad Cochran and 
Roger Wicker, and Rep. Steven Palazzo. 

In a separate news release, Cochran, R-Jackson, stated he 
wants an explanation why the budget request for the U.S. 
Coast Guard no longer includes funding for a seventh and 
eighth National Security Cutter. 

Cochran questioned Homeland Security Secretary Janet 
Napolitano about the Coast Guard's shipbuilding budget 
during a Senate Homeland Security Appropriations 
Subcommittee hearing to review the administration's 2013 
fiscal year budget for the Department of Homeland Security. 

The cutters are built at Pascagoula. 
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And, amphibious assault ships are built solely at Ingalls 
Shipbuilding in Pascagoula. 

Ingalls is currently building LHA 6, the first America-
class amphibious assault ship. The 844-foot-long, 45,000-ton 
ship is scheduled to launch and be christened this year. 

A $2.4 billion contract to build LHA 6 was announced in 
June 2007. 

Cochran said the agreement to build LHA 7 has been a 
long time in the making. 

"I look forward to the Navy and industry coming to 
contract agreements on other shipbuilding programs already 
appropriated for by Congress" said Cochran, who as vice 
chairman of the Senate Defense Subcommittee on Tuesday 
discussed shipbuilding production rates at a hearing with Navy 
Secretary Ray Mabus and Navy commanders. 

Wicker, R-Tupelo, ranking member of the Senate Armed 
Services Subcommittee on Seapower, said, "As we draw down 
our forces in Europe and the Middle East, and focus on the 
Asia-Pacific region, the Navy and Marine Corps will serve as 
the lynchpin of American force projection abroad." 

Palazzo, R-Biloxi, said, "Big deck amphibs like the LHA 
7 are performing a wide variety of missions around the world 
today." 

Palazzo added, "They are a key multi-mission asset for 
our Navy and Marine Corps that allow our forces to respond to 
threats and humanitarian missions at a moment's notice. When 
finished, this ship will serve as further proof that we still build 
the greatest warships the world has ever seen, right here in 
South Mississippi." 

The America-class amphibious assault ships, which can 
reach speeds greater than 22 knots, are designed to handle the 
MV-22 Osprey tilt-rotor aircraft, cargo and attack helicopters, 
and the short take-off vertical landing variant F-35B Lightning 
II Strike Fighter. 

The ships have crews of about 1,200 each and can 
accommodate nearly 1,900 troops. 

On the national security cutters, Cochran said, "The 
administration will have to fully explain whether there has 
been change in the threat environment faced by the Coast 
Guard since last year to warrant not moving forward with 
building National Security Cutters 7 and 8." 

The Coast Guard in 2005 first outlined its minimum 
baseline need for eight NSCs to meet mission requirements, 
Cochran stated. 
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37. Naval Ship To Be Commissioned On Isle 
(GALVESTON DAILY NEWS 10 MAR 12) 

The USS Fort Worth will be commissioned Sept. 22 at 
Pier 21 in Galveston. 

The littoral combat ship, which is being built by Marinette 
Marine near Green Bay, Wis., is virtually complete, and the 
U.S. Navy will accept it in May. The ship will undergo 
acceptance trials before setting sail for Galveston. 

The ship is expected to arrive Sept. 14 in Galveston, and 
the crew will have 10 days to see the island and the 
surrounding area. 

After commissioning, the ship will join the Pacific Fleet 
and will be based in San Diego. 

Ernest Conner, director of the Galveston Naval 
Foundation, host of the commissioning ceremony, said he 
expects at least 2,500 to attend the ceremonies. 

The ship is the first named after the city of Fort Worth, 
and a delegation of city officials and community leaders was 
on the island Friday meeting the ship’s two captains and 
making plans for the celebration in September. 

Some Navy ships have two crews that alternate between 
duty at sea and training on shore. Cmdr. Warren Cupps, a 
native of Fort Worth who grew up in Northwest Arkansas, 
commands the gold crew. Cmdr. James R. “Randy” 
Blankenship, who grew up in Southern Ohio, commands the 
blue. 

Littoral combat ships are designed to support combat 
operations in coastal waters. They have modules for mine 
counter measures, anti-submarine warfare and surface defense. 
The modules can be designed and customized for specific 
missions. 
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38. U.S. Military Unveils Ray Beam As Latest Non-Lethal Weapon 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 11 MAR 12) ... Mathieu Rabechault 

QUANTICO U.S. MARINE CORPS BASE, Virginia — 
A sensation of unbearable, sudden heat seems to come out of 
nowhere — this wave, a strong electromagnetic beam, is the 
latest non-lethal weapon unveiled by the U.S. military this 
week. 

“You’re not gonna see it, you’re not gonna hear it, you’re 
not gonna smell it: you’re gonna feel it,” explained U.S. 
Marine Col. Tracy Taffola, director the Joint Non-Lethal 
Weapons Directorate, Marine Corps Base Quantico, at a 
demonstration for members of the media. 

The effect is so repellant, the immediate instinct is to flee 
— and quickly, as experienced by AFP at the presentation. 

Taffola is quick also to point out the “Active Denial 
System” beam, while powerful and long-range, some 1,000 
meters (0.6 miles), is the military’s “safest non-lethal 

capability” that has been developed over 15 years but never 
used in the field. 

It was deployed briefly in Afghanistan in 2010, but never 
employed in an operation. 

The technology has attracted safety concerns possibly 
because the beam is often confused with the microwaves 
commonly used by consumers to rapidly heat food. 

“There are a lot of misperceptions out there,” lamented 
Taffola, saying the Pentagon was keen to make clear what the 
weapon is, and what it is not. 

The frequency of the blast makes all the difference for 
actual injury as opposed to extreme discomfort, stressed 
Stephanie Miller, who measured the system’s radio frequency 
bio-effects at the Air Force Research Laboratory. 
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The system ray is 95 gigahertz, a frequency “absorbed 
very superficially,” said Miller. 

The beam only goes 1/64th of an inch (0.4 millimeter), 
which “gives a lot more safety.” 

“We have done over 11,000 exposures on people. In that 
time we’ve only had two injuries that required medical 
attention and in both cases injuries were fully recovered 
without complications,” she said. 

In contrast, microwave frequency is around one gigahertz, 
which moves faster and penetrates deeper — which is how it 
can cook meat in an oven, said top researcher Diana Loree. 

With the transmitter, a wave 100 times the power of a 
regular microwave oven cannot pop a bag of popcorn 

“because the radio frequency is not penetrating enough to heat 
enough to internally heat the material,” she stressed. 

To be used in mob dispersal, checkpoint security, 
perimeter security, area denial, infrastructure protection, the 
U.S. military envisions a wide array of uses. 

And in a bid to avert accidents, Taffola said the operator’s 
trigger, in a truck far from the action, has an automatic shut-
off after 3 seconds for safety. 

“This provides the safest means and also provides the 
greatest range,” he said. 

The Pentagon has not yet decided to order any of the ADS 
system, but Taffola said they would be ready if asked. 
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39. Always Victorious, Always Ready, Mayport Frigate Hall Decommissioned 
(FLORIDA TIMES-UNION 09 MAR 12) ... Jeff Brumley 

The motto of the USS John L. Hall was “Always 
Victorious.” It could also have been “Always Ready,” 
members of its crew said Friday when the frigate was 
decommissioned at Mayport Naval Station. 

Cmdr. Mike Meyer recalled a day in 2011 when some of 
the ship’s compartments started flooding. The ship sprinted 
back to Jacksonville for repairs. 

“Twelve hours later we were back underway,” Meyer, the 
commanding officer, said after the retirement ceremony 
attended by about 200 civilians and Sailors. 

The ship’s retirement shortly before 11 a.m. was just the 
latest in the continuing decommissioning of the Navy’s entire 
frigate fleet, which is homeported in Jacksonville. 

Two others, the USS Stephen W. Groves and USS Boone, 
were retired in February, leaving Mayport with just eight of its 
original 13 frigates. 

The base is also home to four destroyers and four cruisers, 
and the Navy recently announced it will move an amphibious 
readiness group and an assortment of other ships to 
Jacksonville in phases beginning next year. 

But Meyer and other officers at Mayport Friday noted the 
historic significance of the frigates — because the Navy’s very 
first ships were frigates. 

“It will be a sad day when the last frigate leaves the 
Navy,” he said. 

That won’t be until 2015, if the military’s current 
decommissioning schedule holds true. The next one to go is 
the USS Underwood in March 2013. 

But all Petty Officer 1st Class Tony Gray cared about was 
the Hall, on which he’s served as an electrician for four years. 

“It’s not just the ship, it’s the people,” Gray said. “It’s sad 
because many of us may never see each other again.” 

Rear Adm. Jonathan White, who served on the ship as an 
ensign in 1983, said he learned lessons aboard the frigate that 
helped him attain flag rank. 

One was seeing a crewmate rescued seven hours after 
falling overboard. 

“That taught me to never, ever give up hope,” White said. 
The ship made 19 deployments since its commissioning in 

1982, participating in anti-mining operations, wars in the 
Middle East and anti-piracy and drug-interdiction patrols, 
Meyer said during his remarks. It stopped $300 million in 
illegal drugs from reaching U.S. shores. 

The ship and its crews over the years consistently lived up 
to the reputation of its namesake, Adm. John L. Hall, Jr., said 
Capt. Paul Flood, commander of Destroyer Squadron 14. 

During World War II, the Hall developed gunnery 
techniques and amphibious tactics that helped win numerous 
battles. 

Flood said he will miss the ship because it was always 
ready to accomplish last-minute assignments. 

“This is not a sad day, just a transition,” Flood said. “We 
are going to move on from frigates to a newer class of ships, 
and that’s just how it should be.” 
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BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
40. Thousands Trek To Navy Base For Air Display 
(IMPERIAL VALLEY (CA) PRESS 11 MAR 12) ... Elizabeth Varin 

NAVAL AIR FACILITY EL CENTRO — With Air 
Force dog tags around his neck, Arturo Lopez Jr. ran circles 
around his parents, holding a bright blue toy jet in each hand. 

The 6-year-old El Centro resident was excited to see the 
Blue Angels perform Saturday after the team spent the last 10 
weeks practicing in the area. He, along with his 2-year-old 
brother Samuel, want to be Blue Angels when they grow up. 

“It’s basically like a family thing,” their father, Arturo 
Lopez, said of coming out to the air show. “I started coming 

with my father and now I’m bringing my kids. And they enjoy 
it.” 

The Lopez family was among the tens of thousands who 
came out Saturday for the annual air show. Naval Air Facility 
El Centro hosted both military and civilian performers in a 
day-long event. 

The show went great this year, said base commanding 
officer Capt. Devon Jones. There were no issues, and he saw a 
lot of people in the crowd smiling. 
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“We’ve been putting the pieces together for a good eight 
months, so to see it all come to fruition was very pleasing and 
satisfying and exciting as well,” he said. 

It was great to kick off the show with the Leap Frogs, the 
U.S. Navy parachute team, and the U.S. flag flying below the 
jumper, Thompson said. All the performers show that there a 
lot of exciting capabilities out there both in the military and 
civilian worlds. 

The event also offered a peek to locals into what the Navy 
base does, he said. 

“We’re very excited to open the doors to the public and 
put our best on display,” he said. 

While the event invited out locals to check out the base, 
people from outside the Valley also trekked down to watch the 
show. 

Bonnie Wisel from Oklahoma decided to stay in Yuma 
for an extra day instead of heading to Havasu City in order to 
watch the pilots take to the sky. She was most excited to see 
the Blue Angels fly, since it has been quite a while since she 
had seen them perform. 

“I’ve seen them before, and they’re awesome,” she said. 

The whole event — the static display planes and the other 
performers — was all great, she said. 

“We’ve been to several air shows before, whenever they 
had them in Oklahoma City,” she said. “Those were good, but 
this was good, too.” 

While the show was new for Wisel, locals have been 
getting a view of it for the last few months. 

Grace Martell of El Centro has been watching the Blue 
Angels fly overhead since they arrived in January. She and 
Brittany and Brandy Bravo, ages 14 and 10 respectively, were 
out to see the official performance, but it was also fun to get to 
see the other groups like aerobatic performers, the F/A-18 E/F 
Super Hornet and static displays. The attention grabber, 
though, was Navy’s flight demonstration team. 

Martell has seen the Blue Angels practicing every day as 
she works at a school and can see them from there, she said. 

“The kids enjoy it very much,” she said. “It’s like having 
our own show in the backyard.” 

They’ve lived here for years, but have never gone to the 
air show, Martell said. On Saturday afternoon, all three agreed 
they were excited to see it up close. 
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41. Everett Puts Out Big Welcome Mat For The USS Nimitz 
(EVERETT (WA) HERALD 11 MAR 12) ... Julie Muhlstein 

Jenifer Lambert stood in the wind and looked across the 
water. 

"I saw it from home in Mukilteo this morning. It brought 
tears to my eyes," she said. 

The 40-year-old was in Everett's Grand Avenue Parkon 
Friday morning, part of an informal welcome group awaiting 
the USS Nimitz. She had driven from home to get a better 
look as the aircraft carrier arrived at its new home, Naval 
Station Everett. 

Lambert has a distinction not shared by others I talked 
with Friday. She hasn't served in the Navy, but she has been 
aboard the Nimitz. 

"I grew up here, in Lake Stevens. I remember the battle 
over the Navy coming to Everett," she said. A 1989 graduate 
of Lake Stevens High School, Lambert was a writer for her 
school newspaper, The Valhalla. 

She recalled writing an article for the paper -- her byline 
was then Jenifer Neighbors -- in support of an aircraft carrier 
being based on the Everett waterfront. "I won an award for it," 
she said. She said the school paper's adviser at the time wrote 
a piece countering her position. 

"I just remember some people thought it would ruin the 
community. They were fearful of the unknown," she said. "I 
come from a military family. I was very much for it." 

Lambert said her father served in the Air Force in 
Vietnam. She has an 18-year-old nephew, Steven Neighbors, 
who has just completed basic training in the Navy. 

After her high school paper's Navy base articles were 
published, Lambert said she was part of a group of Lake 
Stevens High students invited to tour the USS Nimitz. It was 
docked at the time in Bremerton, she recalled. 

She remembers being amazed that the ship carries a crew 
of thousands. She was struck by the austerity of living 
conditions for men and women who spend months at a time at 
sea. "I had a real sense of their sacrifice," she said. 

Lambert is co-owner of an employment business, Terra 
Staffing Group. "We've helped Navy spouses get jobs. Those 
families are making their own sacrifices," she said. 

The Mukilteo woman was joined by people of all ages at 
the park to see Everett's new ship, and to do their part to make 
its crew feel welcome. 

Several young women held a 12-foot hand-drawn sign, 
which read: "Mars Hill Welcomes USS Nimitz to Everett." 

"We're here just because it's supporting the troops. It 
shows a kind heart," said Sydney Fischer, 22. On the windy 
morning, she held up one end of the sign as 21-year-old 
Kaitlin Hettinger held the other. They were attending a class 
Thursday night at Mars Hill Church, which meets at Everett 
Community College. 

At the end of the class, Pastor Scott Mitchell suggested 
making a welcome Nimitz sign. "We stayed up till 3 a.m. 
making it," Hettinger said. 

Navy veteran Paul Nelson, 62, wore a USS Enterprise cap 
as he watched the Nimitz dock. He didn't serve on a ship 
during his Navy service from 1968 to 1974, but has toured the 
Enterprise, the first nuclear-powered carrier. He worked in an 
underground facility in Hawaii during his Navy service. "It 
was under a pineapple field on Oahu," he said. 

"It's exciting," Nelson said of the Nimitz arrival. "It 
means more people, and more disposable income." 

Greg Halstead, a 55-year-old Air Force veteran, came 
from Marysville on Friday morning to see the carrier at its 
new pier. 

"I'm glad to see they replaced the Lincoln," said Halstead, 
who recently lost his job at Everett's Kimberly-Clark mill. "It's 
good to see somebody with jobs," said Halstead, who also was 
pleased by recent news that several destroyers will be based at 
Naval Station Everett. 

I remember what Lambert remembers, a time when some 
people in the Everett area were wary of changes the Navy 
might bring. 
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It was 1983 when John Lehman, secretary of the Navy at 
the time, proposed a new Puget Sound area base as part of the 
Navy's Strategic Homeport concept. The following year, 
Everett was chosen as the right spot. 

An article that former Everett Public Library historian 
Margaret Riddle wrote in 2011 for the HistoryLink website 
chronicles the battle to bring the Navy to Everett. Public 
opposition is part of that story. A group called the Port 
Gardner Information League publicized possible negative 
effects if the Navy came to town. 

According to Riddle's article, an initiative was put on the 
November 1984 ballot after people in Everett had voiced 
strong opinions for and against the Navy. That October, 
Weyerhaeuser had laid off more than 200 workers in Everett, 

the HistoryLink article said. At the polls, voters ended up 
saying yes to Naval Station Everett by a nearly 2-1 margin, 
Riddle wrote. 

It was Sept. 3, 1994, when the USS Ingraham and USS 
Ford arrived, the first ships assigned here. The USS Abraham 
Lincoln made its move from Bremerton to Naval Station 
Everett on Jan. 8, 1997. The Lincoln officially left its Everett 
home Dec. 7, 2011. 

As we got to know a very good neighbor, whatever 
doubts this community had about the U.S. Navy in Everett 
were quickly torpedoed. 

"The Navy is an asset to this community," Lambert said. 
"It makes me sad that all those years ago, some people 
assumed the worst. The Navy has proved them so wrong. 
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42. U.S. Ambassador To Spain And Andorra Visits Rota 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 09 MAR 12) ... By Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Travis Alston, Naval Station Rota, Spain 
Public Affairs 

ROTA, Spain -- The U.S. ambassador to Spain and 
Andorra toured Naval Station Rota, Spain, March 8, as part of 
a regional tour. 

Alan Solomont received updates from base leadership 
concerning key issues that are impacting personnel and 
families stationed at the Naval Station Rota. He also spoke 
with several service members to reiterate his appreciation for 
their service and sacrifice and that of their families. 

"I deeply appreciate the efforts that members assigned to 
the base give in order to project a positive image of the United 
States," said Solomont. "As the U.S. presence expands in 
Spain, so does your responsibilities as neighbors." 

To show his gratitude to Spain, Solomont met with the 
Mayor of Cadiz Teofila Martinez and presented a ceremonial 
copy of the U.S. Constitution, recognizing Cadiz's 
bicentennial celebration of the Spanish Constitution of 1812. 

Solomont also discussed the potential impact forward 
deployed naval forces will have on Rota with the Mayor of 
Rota Eva Maria Corrales. 

"To their Spanish neighbors, the service members and 
their families at Naval Station Rota are the face of America," 
said Solomont. "Everyone here is an ambassador." 

Solomont added that the highlight of his tour was a 
session at David G. Farragut High School where he was given 
the opportunity to speak with students concerning their future 
goals. He was also presented a signed photo by senior Trevon 
Owens. The photo was from an earlier visit to the base in 
which Solomont crowned the homecoming king and queen 
during a homecoming football game. 

Solomont said that he feels privileged to be able to 
participant in events held at the school. He is scheduled to 
return to the base later this summer to serve as the guest 
speaker for the high school's graduation. 

"The U.S. is grateful for Spain's strong partnership on our 
common security issues," said Solomont. "Rota is one of the 
most important bases in NATO and the fact that the U.S. is 
investing in Rota at a time of limited resources tells you how 
important this base is to the security of Europe and the United 
States." 

Return to Index 
 

43. New Round Of Closures Could Doom Portsmouth Naval Shipyard 
(FOSTER (NH) DEMOCRAT 11 MAR 12) ... Scott E. Kinney 

DOVER, N.H. — Local experts say Portsmouth Naval 
Shipyard could again be threatened by closure, despite best 
efforts by legislators from New Hampshire and Maine to avoid 
two more rounds of Base Realignment and Closure in 
Washington. 

On Feb. 15, Defense Secretary Leon E. Panetta urged 
Congress to undo an automatic $500 billion cut to defense 
spending scheduled to take effect next year, and also made his 
case for two new rounds of military base realignments and 
closures. 

In order to close or consolidate military bases in the 
United States legislation from Congress is required to create a 
bipartisan Base Closure and Realignment Commission, which 
then studies the problem and makes recommendations to the 
president and the defense secretary. 

The new requests would seek authorization for the first 
BRAC in 2013, to be followed by another in 2015. The two 

new rounds of closures are predicted to reap savings in five to 
eight years, but would cost money up front. 

The most recent round of BRAC took place in 2005. 
Portsmouth Naval Shipyard was among numerous bases 
considered for closure but was ultimately removed from the 
list. The 2005 BRAC was the largest ever with 190 closures 
and realignments. Those changes were just completed this past 
fall. 

Also in 2005, the BRAC commission recommended the 
Pentagon begin its next round of base closures in 2015. 

Panetta’s proposal is a $525.4 billion base budget plus 
$88.5 billion for overseas contingency operations. The budget 
includes reductions upward of $487 billion in defense 
spending cuts over 10 years mandated by the Budget Control 
Act, which Congress passed last year. 

The number is based on a cap on security spending, which 
is set at $686 billion for 2013. That money has to cover 
funding for the Defense Department as well as the State 
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Department, the Department of Homeland Security, and the 
Department of Veterans Affairs. 

But the budget doesn’t account for more than $500 billion 
in additional cuts that will take effect early next year if 
Congress doesn’t act to stop it. 

The additional cuts, called “sequestration,” were written 
into the Budget Control Act as automatic, across-the-board 
cuts to the federal budget if members of the congressional 
supercommittee did not agree on spending cuts by a 
November deadline of last year, which they didn’t. 

Lawmakers have pushed back against the proposal of 
another BRAC, citing a U.S. Government Accountability 
Office report stating the most recent BRAC has reaped far less 
savings than initially predicted while the cost to close and 
consolidate bases has been greater. 

“To date, the 2005 BRAC process has not delivered the 
savings it promised,” said Sen. Susan Collins, R-Maine, in a 
email statement on Friday. “A 2010 GAO report found the 
costs associated with the previous round were 50 percent 
greater than DOD’s original estimate and it will not begin to 
reap savings until 2018. In addition, I am hesitant to accept the 
Department’s proposition that additional savings can be 
achieved through another round when DOD remains the only 
federal department that cannot provide audit-ready financial 
statements — much less financial statements that achieve a 
clean audit review. Until it is clear that the savings from the 
2005 BRAC have fully materialized, DOD provides Congress 
its overdue clean financial audit, and DOD completes a review 
of overseas bases, it would be premature to consider a BRAC 
Round.” 

Sen. Jeanne Shaheen, D-N.H., echoed Collins’ sentiment. 
“The Portsmouth Naval Shipyard is a critical component 

of our nation’s security and its workers are the best in the 
nation at what they do. Right now we are in the middle of 
reviewing our entire military structure. Any decision on a new 
round of BRAC is premature until we’ve gone through that 
process. Going through the process right now doesn’t make 
sense.” 

But options may be limited when it comes to finding 
savings within the Department of Defense’s budget. 

And at a meeting with the House Armed Services 
Committee on Thursday, Dorothy Robyn, deputy 
undersecretary of defense for installations and environment, 
stated the Department of Defense could use existing powers to 
close some installations, without the requirement of the BRAC 
process, which forces the Defense Department to assist 
communities affected by closings. 

Dante Scala, professor of political science with the 
University of New Hampshire, said Congress could be faced 
with some difficult decisions in the not too distant future. 

“Once the economy gets back on track, deficit reduction 
is a big issue that Congress will need to address,” he said. 
“Something’s got to give. One option is to let the Bush tax 
cuts expire or entitlement reform. So you have higher taxes, at 
least for some, entitlement reform, and if you’re not going to 
take that on defense is a big thing.” 

And when it comes to defense spending, there are limits 
there as well. 

Sen. Jeb Bradley, R-Wolfeboro, was part of the New 
Hampshire-Maine delegation during the 2005 BRAC. He said 
when it comes to defense spending cuts, the options are few. 

“With the budget deal that was put together to authorize 
the debt extension and the automatic sequestration, that’s 
about $1.2 trillion and half of that, as I recall, is defense 
spending. Unless Congress comes in and changes that what 
you have with a military budget is payroll reduction, 
reductions in benefits, to say nothing of weapons systems and 
then a BRAC round.” 

Bradley said the current group of representatives from 
New Hampshire and Maine may have a more difficult time 
keeping a BRAC from happening after the number of closures 
that took place following 2005. Fewer bases potentially means 
fewer Congress members with skin in the game. 

“Looking at it, there were a lot of bases that were closed 
in the last BRAC round,” he said “For members of Congress 
that still have a base in their district there’s some trepidation. 
But every time you lose a base you potentially lose a supporter 
for preventing another BRAC. If I’m not representing one of 
those districts I’d only be looking at the overall picture. I think 
Portsmouth better be ready for another round of having to 
fight this.” 

Bradley said the shipyard remains viable for closure 
because the Navy has continued to argue it can continue its 
level of service with three submarine yards rather than four. 

Portsmouth is no stranger to the BRAC process. 
It was the 1988 BRAC that brought Pease Air Force Base 

to its end. What followed was a deep economic recession for 
the region. 

N.H. Department of Revenue and Economic Development 
Commissioner George Bald said comparing the closing of 
Pease to a potential loss of the shipyard is comparing apples to 
oranges. 

When Pease closed the thousand of Air Force personnel 
continued to have jobs. They packed their bags and moved on 
to other assignments, in the process flooding an already 
weakened housing market with a glut of empty domiciles. 

“For the city of Portsmouth, it decimated their school 
system,” said Bald. “There were a number of teachers that 
were laid off. They certainly had great difficulties. We look at 
Pease now and think, ‘this is great,’ but there was 10 years of 
pain before that.” 

Bald said the closing of the shipyard would be even more 
devastating to the region, as those who work there also live 
throughout the region. 

“If you close the Navy yard those people are all going to 
lose their jobs,” he said. “It would certainly put the pressure 
on the community to have that much revenue evaporate. Those 
people would still be in the community and still have great 
needs. It would be far more destructive [than Pease].” 

When asked if the recent investment of $38 million in 
infrastructure improvements to the shipyard by the Navy takes 
Portsmouth Naval Shipyard out of the gunsights of a potential 
BRAC Bradley was matter of fact: 

“Not at all,” he said. 
A recent report by the Aurora Sentinel in Aurora, Colo., 

confirms Bradley’s statement. 
The Aurora paper cited the Fitzsimons Army Medical 

Center had received millions of dollars in infrastructure 
improvements leading up to 1995, the year the hospital was 
closed by a BRAC. 

When it comes to the BRAC process, Bradley said the 
responsibility lies squarely on the shoulders of the New 
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Hampshire-Maine delegation to prove the value of Portsmouth 
Naval Shipyard to the committee. 

“All the support, the people lining Route 1 when BRAC 
came here and the yellow T-shirt brigade that went to Boston, 
what it’s going to come down to is a hard analysis of the 
numbers,” he said. “Public support is nice, but it did not sway 

a single BRAC commissioner. The federal delegation has got 
to deliver. It’s not going to be public support. It’s not going to 
be about 5,000 jobs lost in Maine and New Hampshire. 
They’re looking at this on a national level. You’re going to 
have to show that you’re the most cost effective and that it’s 
vital to have four [submarine yards]. 
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44. Navy Cancels Two Guam Military Realignment Solicitations 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 11 MAR 12) ... Krista K. Catian, Naval Facilities Engineering Command Pacific Public Affairs 

PEARL HARBOR, Hawaii -- Naval Facilities 
Engineering Command Pacific announced today the 
cancellation of the Mamizu Multiple Award Construction 
Contract (MACC) and the Apra Harbor Medical Clinic 
solicitations funded by the government of Japan (GoJ) in 
support of the Guam Military Realignment. 

The Mamizu MACC for GoJ-funded projects for sites in 
Guam was set to expire March 20. The MACC included two 
seed projects: waterfront headquarters operations building and 
Finegayan utilities and site improvements -Phase 2. A stand 
alone solicitation Apra Harbor Medical Clinic, Naval Base 
Guam was set to expire July 3. 

The Department of Navy cancelled these solicitations in 
response to restrictions included in the Fiscal Year 2012 
National Defense Authorization Act, which prohibits the Navy 
from obligating funds provided by the government of Japan 
until certain conditions are met. Further, the U.S. and Japan 
have begun to discuss potential adjustments to the 
Realignment Roadmap agreement. 

"The Navy values its partnership with Guam, Japan, and 
industry and appreciates their continued support of the Guam 
military realignment," said Joseph Ludovici, director of the 
Joint Guam Program Office. "We will continue to evaluate the 
requirements for and timing of these projects so that we 
responsibly spend Japanese funds." 
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45. Navy Seeks Comments On Training Program 
The Navy’s training and testing activities would take place in parts of Puget Sound. 
(WHIDBEY (WA) EXAMINER 08 MAR 12) ... Elisabeth Murray 

One challenge facing the Navy is how to ensure effective 
training while also protecting marine wildlife. And input from 
the public can influence how the Navy balances these 
conflicting responsibilities. 

The Navy is drafting a new environmental impact 
statement that will describe how training and testing activities 
may affect the environment, and how they can mitigate any 
potential damage to the natural world. This new document will 
evaluate proposed changes in underwater training and testing 
activities in the Pacific Northwest. 

The training includes sonar, which is used to detect 
extremely quiet diesel-electric submarines that could pose a 
threat to global commerce, national security and military 
personnel safety, a Navy website said. 

Howard Garrett, co-founder of the Orca Network, said he 
is concerned about how marine mammals such as whales and 
sea lions could be affected by sounds emitted during Navy 
training. 

“It is impossible to completely detect the presence of 
marine mammals to avoid harming them,” he said. 

Garrett believes that proposed changes to Navy testing 
and training could result in “essentially open-ended use of 
whale habitat for live-fire exercises.” 

High-frequency sonar use in Puget Sound and pier-side 
sonar testing are to be included in the environmental impact 
statement, which is still being drafted. 

Sheila Murray, Navy region external relations manager, 
said that while this would be the first time that pier-side sonar 
testing would be included in the documents, the testing itself 
has been going on for decades, even before environmental 
regulations such as the National Environmental Policy Act 
became law in 1970. 

Murray said that the pier-side testing helps ensure that 
sonar systems are functioning properly before Navy ships 
head out to sea. 

“The Navy follows all precautions to ensure that whales 
are not in the area and receives permission from Command 
Pacific Fleet before the testing occurs,” Murray said. 

The precautions include using passive sonar, which does 
not put any sound energy into the water, and visual scans of 
the area, she said. 

The testing would happen at existing locations at the 
Naval Shipyard in Bremerton, Naval Base Kitsap at Bangor 
and Naval Station Everett. 

Even though it’s been going on for decades, pier-side 
testing is not without controversy. Garrett said he is concerned 
that the testing could affect the gray whales that visit Saratoga 
Passage. 

“This testing could drive the whales away from this 
spring foraging habitat,” he said. 

Active sonar can also cause traumatic injury to internal 
organs such as the brain, lungs and ears, Garrett said. 

The Navy says sonar training in real-world conditions is 
necessary, as it “cannot be duplicated with simulators or other 
artificial means.” 

“Readiness training and testing activities must be as 
realistic as possible to provide the preparation necessary for 
the success and survival of U.S. service men and women,” 
according to the Navy program’s website. 

An open house on the proposed environmental impact 
statement is set for 5 to 8 p.m. Tuesday, March 13 at the Oak 
Harbor School District Administration Building, 350 S. Oak 
Harbor St. 

For information and to comment online, visit nwtteis.com. 
The deadline to comment on the proposed statement is April 
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27. Once the draft environmental impact statements are prepared, public hearings will be held starting in fall 2013. 
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46. Navy Spouses Continue Outreach Project For Fukushima Residents 
(STARS AND STRIPES 09 MAR 12) ... Erik Slavin 

YOKOSUKA NAVAL BASE, Japan — The Fukushima 
disaster victims were gathered at the Kawasaki community 
center, eagerly awaiting a blanket or a pair of sandals, when 
Masako Sullivan first walked in the door. It had been about a 
month since the 102 people living in the community center’s 
gym fled their homes with little more than the clothes on their 
backs, shortly after the Dai-ichi nuclear plant’s reactors began 
spewing radioactive fallout. 

Sullivan dropped off eight pairs of sandals, which were 
immediately grabbed. One girl hugged the $5 sandals as if 
they were precious treasures, Sullivan recalls. 

Later, an elderly woman approached Sullivan beside one 
of the donation tables and thanked her. Sullivan asked whether 
she needed anything. 

“Just your thoughts are more than appreciated,” the 
elderly woman said. 

Sullivan persisted. 
“If I could maybe ask for one pair of socks,” Sullivan 

recalls her saying. “I don’t want to ask for more, because there 
are other people suffering, too.” 

Sullivan looked down at the woman’s threadbare socks. 
She had been washing that same pair every day since 
evacuating Fukushima. 

When Sullivan returned home to Yokosuka Naval Base, 
where her husband is an officer aboard the USS Mustin, she 
posted the woman’s story on Facebook. About 20 of her 
friends agreed: We need to do more to help these people, both 
materially and emotionally. 

They created Helping Hands for Tohoku, a charity run 
primarily by Navy spouses that has blossomed to more than 
200 members in Japan, the United States and Europe. The 
group is not officially affiliated with the U.S. military because 
of the legal issues, Sullivan said. 

Its efforts have far surpassed Sullivan’s first simple acts 
of kindness. Members are sponsoring 40 families in temporary 
homes in Minamisoma, a city in Fukushima prefecture. 
Monthly care packages include whatever those families need 
at that moment. 

The group also does what it can to provide emotional 
support. It holds mixers in the Yokosuka area, where displaced 
families socialize with military families. 

Helping Hands’ efforts — along with those of the U.S. 
military during Operation Tomodachi — have earned praise in 
hundreds of hand-written notes from survivors. The spouses 

and the Japanese also made origami cranes that now reside 
aboard U.S. Navy ships. 

Reiko Suzuki, whose Helping Hands-sponsored family 
lives in one of the temporary homes in Minamisoma, knew 
nothing about the U.S. military in Japan before the disaster. 
Suzuki said she was impressed by the military’s larger efforts, 
such as its helicopter supply lifts, but also impressed by the 
commitment of its families. 

“To continue to give support for such a long time is not an 
easy thing to do,” she said. 

On March 11, 2011, Suzuki was on her way to pick up her 
mother-in-law. She was driving on Route 6, a major road that 
runs through Fukushima, when the earthquake hit. 

“The road started to crack right in front of me and I 
couldn’t go any further,” Suzuki said. “I turned back and went 
home and climbed the small mountain behind my house 
barefoot to escape the tsunami.” 

Although the earthquake, tsunami and nuclear fallout 
combined to create something unique, the crisis that Suzuki 
and so many others survived has served to create a special 
bond among spouses who have survived other disasters. 

Jennifer Jeffrey, a Navy spouse and native of Pensacola, 
Fla., lived in a hotel for a month with her children and 
husband after Hurricane Katrina struck their on-base residence 
in Mississippi in 2005. 

Her experiences motivated her to do more than just 
donate money to Japanese victims. 

“So much was done for us after Katrina, I felt like it was 
important for me to give back on a personal level,” Jeffrey 
said. 

Mari Shinkai said the personal interactions meant the 
most to her. Shinkai is living in Yokosuka with two of her 
children. Her husband remains in Fukushima, where he works 
at the Dai-ni nuclear plant. 

“There were times when I was broken, but they helped me 
get through,” Shinkai said of the group. 

“At first I thought, ‘Why me? Why do I have to go 
through this?’ But those hard times are giving me so much 
energy now. Because I hit the bottom, I was able to come back 
up to meet these wonderful people. 

“I remember the stars that I saw the night of the 
earthquake and can’t help but think they represent the people 
who died in the tsunami,” Shinkai said. “I might have died that 
day. I’m going to live each day to the fullest. I’m going to live 
for those who lost their lives.” 
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47. SPAWAR Hosts Federal IT Shadow Day For High Tech High School Students 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 09 MAR 12) ... Tina C. Stillions, SPAWAR Headquarters Public Affairs 

SAN DIEGO -- Space and Naval Warfare Systems 
Command (SPAWAR) hosted a federal Information 
Technology (IT) Shadow Day for local area High Tech High 
School students at SPAWAR Systems Center Pacific campus 
March 8. 

IT Shadow Day is a Department of Defense (DoD) 
initiative designed to provide high school students with a 

unique opportunity to observe the federal work environment, 
shadow professionals in their respective fields and learn what 
it takes to pursue a career in science, technology, engineering 
and mathematics (STEM) with the government. 

SPAWAR Commander Rear Adm. Patrick Brady spoke to 
the students and encouraged them to pursue STEM careers. He 
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stressed the importance and value to the United States in 
remaining competitive and innovative in the IT field. 

"Hopefully today you'll make that connection that it's 
important for our nation that you get a technical degree. Those 
cool things you saw today require those technical degrees," 
said Brady. "There are programs available that can help pay 
for your college educations. So set yourself up for success." 

Students from Point Loma and Chula Vista High Tech 
High School campuses participated in the Shadow Day event, 
which also coincided with International Women's Day during 
Women's History Month. Students, including three young 
women from local area campuses, toured SPAWAR's 
photonics laboratory, high performance computing 
visualization center, stopped by the unmanned systems branch 
and had the opportunity to get hands on experience operating 
some of SPAWAR's robotics systems. The students learned 
about the education and skills required to succeed in STEM 
careers from the vantage point of the scientists and engineers 
they interacted with throughout the day's event. 

During a stop at the Navigation Systems Research and 
Development Branch, students learned about superconducting-
based radio frequency technologies under development in the 
Center for Exploitation for Radio Frequency (CERF) lab from 
Anna Leese de Escobar who leads the CERF efforts for 
SPAWAR. Escobar stressed the importance of encouraging 
young woman to pursue STEM careers. 

"I think it's really important to do everything we can to 
encourage as many young people as possible, especially young 
women," said de Escobar. "That usually happens at the junior 
high school level. If we hook them at an early age, we can 
hopefully influence their decision to pursue STEM careers." 

The number of American students pursuing careers in 
math and science has steadily declined in recent years. Those 

numbers are even smaller for women pursuing advanced 
science degrees. Students who do go into STEM career fields 
are in higher demand from industry, academia and 
government. Events like the IT Shadow Day expose a diverse 
cross section of students to government opportunities to 
pursue after college. 

Darlene Montesano, a student from the High Tech High 
Point Loma campus, said the IT Shadow Day was a great 
opportunity, especially for females. 

"I have a better understanding of what technology can do 
for society. I think it can solve a lot of the world's problems," 
said Montesano. "IT Shadow Days has given me a broader 
idea of what I can do outside high school, because I've been 
able to see some real world applications today." 

During a lunch discussion, SPAWAR Systems Center 
Pacific Commanding Officer Capt. Joe Beel had all SPAWAR 
employees present during his talk stand up and give a brief 
description of their background and education to make a point 
about the value and importance of higher education, especially 
in science and technology. 

"We're going to show you the opportunities today that are 
available with the government, either as a civilian or in 
uniform," said Beel. "I want to hear you say that you attended 
an IT Shadow Day, and liked it so much, that you want to 
come back and work for SPAWAR." 

IT Shadow Day at SPAWAR is part of a DoD-wide 
initiative designed to inspire students to pursue careers in 
STEM. As the Navy's Information Dominance Systems 
Command, SPAWAR participates regularly in events and 
programs such as IT Shadow Day with a goal of inspiring and 
preparing young men and women for STEM careers with the 
federal government. 
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48. East County Boy, 9, Wins National Award 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 09 MAR 12) ... Nathan Max 

JAMUL — A 9-year-old Jamul boy has won one of five 
prizes given by a national nonprofit to children of military 
members who stand out among their peers in the community. 

James Nathaniel Richards has been named as the Navy’s 
representative for the 2012 Military Child of the Year Award. 
Honors also went to children of service members from the 
Army, Marine Corps, Air Force and Coast Guard. 

James, by far this year’s youngest recipient, has won a 
$5,000 prize and will be flown with a parent or guardian to 
Washington, D.C. for a special recognition gala, to be held 
April 5. James is the only non-high-school-aged winner. 

Other honorees include Amelia McConnell, 17, of 
Carlisle Barracks, Pa. (Army); Erika Booth, 16, of 
Jacksonville, N.C. (Marine Corps); Chelsea Rutherford, 17, of 
Panama City, Fla. (Air Force); and Alena Deveau, 17, of 
Fairfax, Va. (Coast Guard). 

James, the youngest of six kids, is extremely active in 
extracurricular and charitable activities. He has started a blog 
to chronicle his experience of having a father and three 
siblings being deployed at once; he spent more than 200 hours 
last year collecting toys for needy children for Christmas -- 
and wrapped hundreds of stockings to send to troops in 
Afghanistan -- and he heads his school’s anti-bullying 
committee. 

“I like being a military kid, because I get to help other 
military kids anywhere I go,” James said in a prepared 
statement. 

Operation Homefront provides emergency financial and 
other assistance to the families of service members and 
wounded veterans. 
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49. Field Carrier Landings Planned In Virginia Beach 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 11 MAR 12) ... Kate Wiltrout 

The skies around Oceana Naval Air Station in Virginia 
Beach will be busy the first part of the week. 

Fighter jets are scheduled to do field carrier landing 
practice at Oceana from 8 a.m. through 10 p.m. Monday and 

Tuesday, base spokeswoman Kelley Stirling said. Practice is 
scheduled to run from 8 a.m. until 8:30 p.m. on Wednesday. 
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No carrier landing practice is planned for Thursday or 
Friday, but there will be normal flight operations at the base, 
Stirling said. 

Carrier landing practice usually takes place at Fentress 
Auxiliary Landing Field in Chesapeake, but it is closed for 
repairs through September. 
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NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
50. Panetta Makes It Official: Military Must Become Greener 
(NATIONAL DEFENSE 09 MAR 12) ... Sandra Erwin 

Defense Secretary Leon Panetta has given the green light 
to an ambitious plan to reduce fuel consumption across all 
branches of the military and to promote energy efficiency as a 
standard way of doing business. 

The newly released “Operational Energy Strategy: 
Implementation Plan” sets seven specific targets for 
“transforming the way U.S. armed forces consume energy in 
military operations,” says the document. 

Sharon Burke, assistant secretary of defense for 
operational energy plans and programs, said the broad theme 
of the strategy is “energy security for the war fighter, to ensure 
that U.S. forces have a reliable supply of energy.” 

The seven objectives are: 

 Improve the way energy consumption is measured: 
Every organization within the Defense Department 
will produce data on actual energy use in military 
operations from 2011 to 2017. 

 Boost energy efficiency in combat operations and 
training. The Defense Operational Energy Board will 
set “performance metrics” to promote the energy 
efficiency of military operations by the end of fiscal 
year 2012. 

 Promote innovation. The Pentagon will identify 
“investment gaps” in science and technology efforts 
to reduce demand, improve efficiency and expand 
supply alternatives. Recommendations are due by the 
end of fiscal year 2012. 

 Improve energy efficiency at military installations. 

 Stimulate the development of alternative fuels via 
funds that would be requested under the Defense 
Production Act. The law allows the Pentagon to boost 
production of equipment and supplies that are 
considered essential to national security. 

 Include energy-security considerations into weapon-
system acquisitions. This rule requires the military 
services to factor the so-called “fully burdened cost 
of energy” in the design of a new weapon system. 
FBCE is the actual cost of fuel plus other expenses 
that are driven by the use of fuel, such as 
transportation and protection of supply lines. 

 Adapt military policy, doctrine and education so that 
energy efficiency becomes part of the culture of 
Defense Department activities. 

The new Defense Department rulebook for energy use 
arrives as the military continues to struggle to protect fuel 
supply lines into Afghanistan. Although U.S. forces are 
expected to begin withdrawing next year, there are still more 
than 400 U.S. forward-operating bases in Afghanistan that 
consume from 250 to 7,500 gallons of fuel per day depending 
on their size, according to Army data. Large bases go through 

up to 50,000 gallons of fuel per day. Overall, the U.S. military 
consumes 50 million of gallons per month in Afghanistan. 

The operational energy strategy is the product of a 
congressionally mandated effort that began in 2009 as an 
attempt to avert casualties in war zones, where thousands of 
troops and contractors have been killed and wounded moving 
and guarding fuel supplies. 

The troop drawdown should not be a reason to slow down 
fuel-saving efforts, Burke said. She does not foresee the 
Pentagon returning to “business as usual” when it comes to 
energy, even after the current conflicts end. “If we do that, 
we’ll have the same revelation [that we had when the current 
wars started] next time we have to fight a war,” she said. “Yes, 
sometimes we forget when we come home… But we’ll pay a 
price” if energy priorities are not addressed during peacetime, 
before the next conflict erupts, she said in an October 
interview. “If we are going to be a global force, it’s going to 
take a lot of energy to sustain a global force,” Burke said. “We 
should not wait until the problem is manifested.” 

The most challenging piece of the Pentagon’s energy 
strategy might be securing congressional support for hundreds 
of millions of dollars in future investments in alternative fuels. 
Republicans in Congress have called for more domestic oil 
drilling as a means to lower fuel prices and reduce dependence 
on imports. 

The Navy and Air Force have spent considerable funds so 
far procuring biofuels for tests and modifying aircraft so they 
can fly on a mix of alternative and conventional fuel. The 
Defense Logistics Agency has purchased 450,000 gallons of 
biofuels for future trials. It was billed as the largest ever U.S. 
government biofuel buy. 

Retired Air Force Gen. Charles F. Wald, a supporter of 
biofuels, said it would be shortsighted to think that the 
nation’s energy problems can be resolved by relatively small 
increases in domestic oil production. The United States 
remains highly dependent on foreign oil that has to be 
transported through volatile areas, he said. “If the Straits of 
Hormuz is shut down, that is one-fifth of the world’s oil,” he 
said. “The global economy would go into a tailspin.” 

One sector of the military’s green-energy business that is 
expected to see rampant growth is upgrades to Army bases. 
Army Secretary John McHugh formed an “Energy Initiatives 
Task Force as a one-stop shop for the development of cost-
effective large-scale renewable energy projects. Army officials 
are betting that the private sector will jump at the opportunity 
to spend billions of dollars to build utility-scale solar plants 
and wind turbines, or produce geothermal energy on federal 
lands. The large upfront investment would be offset by future 
government contracts to supply electricity to military bases 
and surrounding communities. 

Panetta’s endorsement of “operational energy” as a 
guiding principle in planning wars and building weapon 
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systems has been welcome by supporters of renewables and by 
energy-security hawks who worry that the United States is far 
too vulnerable to oil supply shocks. 

Some experts have cautioned that the Pentagon’s strategy 
is laudable but not likely to result in any significant reductions 
in oil imports as the military consumes less than 2 percent of 
the nation’s supply. Sarah O. Ladislaw, a senior fellow at 
CSIS who works on energy issues, said the Pentagon finds 

itself in a “never-never land” on this issue, having to defend 
renewable energy against a backlash from Capitol Hill. 

Kevin Geiss, deputy assistant secretary of the Air Force 
for energy, has warned that green efforts require patience as 
investments can take years to pay off. Pentagon program 
managers typically resist committing today’s dollars to 
something that would produce savings beyond the current 
five-year spending plan. 
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51. Rising Gas Prices Add More Volatility To DoD Budget 
(FEDERAL NEWS RADIO 09 MAR 12) ... Jason Miller 

The spike in gas prices is wreaking havoc, once again, on 
the Defense Department's budget. 

DoD planned on spending about $88 for a barrel of oil in 
2012, but as of Wednesday, the commodity traded at $107 a 
barrel. 

For every dollar above $88, it costs the Pentagon $31 
million. 

Robert Hale, the DoD comptroller, said if the price of oil 
stays this high, DoD will have to dig even deeper to find the 
money. 

"We do what's called a mid-year review. We'll look first 
at any operating accounts that are under executing. But 
frequently the sources come from the investment accounts," 
Hale said Thursday during the 2012 Pentagon Conference 
sponsored by Credit Suisse in Arlington, Va. "We look at 
unobligated balances, hopefully at systems where we don't do 
too much damage to the plan. But you don't want to do this if 
you can avoid it." 

Hale said DoD spends about $17 billion a year on gas, 
and if gas continues to be 25 percent higher than it budgeted, 
the military will have a serious budget problem. 

Moving To Alternative Fuels Among Highest 
Priorities 

The Pentagon placed moving to alternative fuels among 
its highest priorities. Last June, DoD sent its first operational 
energy strategy to Congress detailing how it will use more 
non-petroleum-based fuels. DoD accounts for 70 percent of all 
the energy purchased and used by the government. Among the 
goals DoD has laid out for the services is to cut fuel 
consumption by 50 percent at bases by 2013. 

Each of the services is taking on the challenge to figure 
out how to reduce their fuel consumption. 

The Navy is among the leaders. Secretary Ray Mabus said 
the service is doing several things, including expanding its test 
of a hybrid engine for ships. 

Mabus said the USS Makin Island already has shown an 
electric/gas engine could work on an amphibious ship-the 
electric engine for speeds 12 knots per hour or below and gas 
for speeds above 12 knots per hour. Now the service wants to 
test the engine more on a Destroyer. 

Mabus said the Navy also will conduct an exercise in July 
where the fleet and planes will be run only on alternative 
energy, nuclear or biofuels. 

The Marines Corps also has found success by using solar 
energy to cut fuel consumption at forward operating bases by 
25 percent in Afghanistan. 

Units are also experimenting at Quantico in Virginia and 
29 Palms in California with alternative fuels so the warfighter 
doesn't have to depend on convoys for re-supply as often. 

These convoys are among the most dangerous missions the 
military undergoes. 

"When the uprising in Libya happened, the price of a 
barrel of oil went way up and I had only one place to go to pay 
for it, operational accounts which meant less training, less 
time patrolling and less time meeting our mission," Mabus 
said. 

The Navy is experimenting with solar, wind, geothermal, 
hydrothermal and even developing a microgrid for electricity 
just in case there is ever a problem with the commercial grid. 

Additionally, the Navy is partnering with the Energy and 
Agriculture departments to spend $500 million on research 
and development of alternative fuels. 

Budget 9 Percent Less Than Planned 
The move to alternative fuels still is years away so in the 

short term Hale and other senior leaders said DoD would 
double down to find savings not only to pay for the increased 
costs for energy, but because they have to. 

Ashton Carter, the Defense deputy secretary, said the 
military's budget is 9 percent less than they had planned for it 
to be. 

Carter said services have been looking and would 
continue to look in "every nook and cranny" for savings. DoD 
has committed to saving or avoiding spending $259 billion 
over the next five years and $489 billion over the next 10 
years. 

The military said a part of that $259 billion — about $60 
billion — would come from efficiency savings around 
technology, acquisition and other back office administrative 
services. 

Hale said each of the services have goals to reduce 
spending. Hale and Beth McGrath, the deputy chief 
management officer, oversee the process and are doing 
periodic reviews of military service and agency progress. 

"Last year we had some things that were just plans or 
commitments, same thing this year," Hale said. "We've taken 
last year and made them specific, and we will do the same 
thing again. We recognize we've got to do it and I think the 
services are fully on board." 

But he said DoD would have a harder time finding areas 
to cut spending as the services addressed many of the "low-
hanging fruit" in the first round. 

"The civilian personnel cap has been a difficult one, 
especially a year ago because we weren't coming down very 
much in end strength," Hale said describing the challenges of 
further efficiencies. "Maybe it will be a little easier now that 
we are taking units out. We've tried to make some reductions 
in our contractor workforce without demonizing contractors; 



 

46 
 

we have to have them. It's hard to measure them. We don't 
have very good data systems." 

One area where he doesn't foresee further reductions 
beyond what was proposed in the fiscal 2013 budget request 
for DoD civilian or military personnel. 

Squeezing More Out Of Acquisition 
Carter said acquisition continues to be one of the most 

obvious places to find savings, but not necessarily by cutting 
contracts. Carter said DoD and industry need to change their 
processes. 

"We are looking for better value in services. There is no 
question about that," Carter said. "That has a lot of different 
dimensions, and contract type is just one. That has to do with 
how we do requirements, how disciplined we are, how good 
our people are in conceiving requirements. It has to do with 
recompetes and frequency thereof and quality thereof and lots 
of other things. We need to improve our tradecraft in the 
acquisition of services. We are doing better. You can see that 
in some of our statistics that we track. We are counting on 
doing better in the future. When I say we have some of that 
taken into account in our budget plans, we really do." 

He added DoD will look for savings by using more small 
and medium sized businesses, trying to get rid of cumbersome 
bureaucracy, emphasizing exports and trying to benefit from 
globalization. 

"Poorly performing programs will not survive in this 
environment," Carter said. "That makes our Better Buying 
initiative more important and we are continuing to press 
forward. We understand in a broadest kind of analogy our 
industry will need to make structure adjustments in view of 
the circumstances we jointly find ourselves. Our philosophy is 
this, in the main we will rely on normal market forces to make 
the most efficient adjustments in the defense industrial base." 

Also, DoD wants agencies and vendors to sharpen their 
pencils when it comes to figuring out cost. 

"We've got this standardized budgeting process now 
called 'will cost,' and we need to look at what could be the cost 
and what will it be based on past history," said David Van 
Buren, the Air Force's service acquisition executive. "But the 
charge Dr. Carter gave us is to do better than that and give the 
money back to either the taxpayer or to the service chiefs and 
secretaries for use in more high priority programs. The whole 
cost activity is working quite well in the building." 

He said five of the service's major programs have or are 
undergoing this, including the KCX-Tanker program. In fact, 
Van Buren said the tanker is meeting cost, schedule and 
performance goals and has not required one change order in 
the first year. 

View Operational Energy Strategy: Implementation Plan 
(PDF) 

Listen To Audio (RT: 9:43) 
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52. Government Can't Keep Up With Information Requests 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 11 MAR 12) ... Richard Lardner 

WASHINGTON — The Obama administration couldn't 
keep pace with the increasing number of people asking for 
copies of government documents, emails, photographs and 
more under the U.S. Freedom of Information Act, according to 
a new analysis of the latest federal data by The Associated 
Press. 

Federal agencies did better last year trying to fulfill 
requests, but still fell further behind with backlogs, due mostly 
to surges in immigration records requested from the Homeland 
Security Department. It released all or portions of the 
information that citizens, journalists, businesses and others 
sought — and outright rejected other requests — at about the 
same rate as the previous two years. The AP analyzed figures 
over the last three years from 37 of the largest federal 
departments and agencies. 

There was progress: The government responded to more 
requests than ever in 2011 — more than 576,000 — a 5 
percent increase from the year before. Offices less frequently 
cited legal provisions that allow them to keep records secret, 
especially emails and documents describing how federal 
officials make important decisions. Agencies took less time, 
on average, to turn over records: about one month for requests 
it considered "simple" and about three months for more 
complicated requests. And 23 of 37 agencies reduced their 
individual backlogs of requests or kept buildups from 
increasing. 

The government's responsiveness under the Freedom of 
Information Act is widely viewed as a barometer of how 
transparent federal offices are. Under the law, citizens and 
foreigners can compel the government to turn over copies of 
federal records for zero or little cost. Anyone who seeks 

information through the law is generally supposed to get it 
unless disclosure would hurt national security, violate personal 
privacy or expose business secrets or confidential decision-
making in certain areas. Sunday was the start of Sunshine 
Week, when news organizations promote open government 
and freedom of information. 

Across the 37 agencies, the government turned over all or 
parts of the records people sought in about 65 percent of 
requests that it considered, a minor improvement over last 
year. It fully rejected more than one-third of requests, also a 
minor improvement over last year, including cases when it 
couldn't find records, a person refused to pay for copies or the 
request was determined to be improper under the law. 

The White House touted its success under its own 
analysis of how it performed. It said more employees worked 
to turn over files that people asked for, and it increased the 
budget for such efforts by $19 million last year. It said 
cabinet-level agencies that are directly under the White 
House's control showed particular improvement. The White 
House routinely excludes from its assessment instances when 
it couldn't find records, a person refused to pay for copies or 
the request was determined to be improper under the law, and 
says under this calculation that it released all or parts of 
records sought in 93 percent of requests. 

"It is not surprising to see more FOIA requests sent in to 
an administration that has emphasized transparency," White 
House Spokesman Eric Schultz said. "We're making a strong 
effort to keep up with that demand by devoting more resources 
to it." 

Even as the Obama administration increased its efforts, 
people submitted 587,815 requests for information in fiscal 
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2011 at the 37 agencies reviewed by the AP — about an 8 
percent increase over the previous year's figure of 546,445. 
The administration also agreed more often — in about 25 
percent of requests last year — to quickly consider 
information sought about subjects described as urgent or 
especially newsworthy. It was the second time in three years 
that people asked more than half-a-million times for records. 

The biggest increases were at offices within the 
Department of Homeland Security that deal with immigration 
files. Overall, DHS received more than twice as many requests 
for records — 175,656 new requests last year — as any other 
agency. The Defense Department was second with 74,117 new 
requests. Smaller government offices, such as the White 
House drug policy office and the Council on Environmental 
Quality, received only a few dozen requests each. 

The surge for immigration records at the Homeland 
Security Department meant the government ended the year 
with 98,183 backlogged requests, an increase of nearly 14 
percent over the backlog of 86,370 at the start of the year, 
according to AP's review. DHS itself accounted for 48,493 of 
those backlogged requests at year's end. 

In another improvement, the government less frequently 
cited any of the nine exemptions in the law that allow it to 
keep records secret, especially one that shields materials about 
an agency's internal personnel rules and practices. The 
Supreme Court in March 2011 issued a ruling that overturned 
30 years of precedent and restricted when the government can 
use the exemption. 

The administration also less frequently invoked the 
"deliberative process" exemption to withhold records 
describing decision-making behind the scenes. President 
Barack Obama had directed agencies to use it less often, but 
the number of such cases had surged after his first year in 
office to more than 71,000. It fell last year to 43,731. 

At the Justice Department, however — which is 
responsible for ensuring that agencies comply with Obama's 
orders to be more transparent — officials invoked the 
exemption 1,500 times last year, an increase from 1,231 times 
the previous year. 

The Justice Department riled open government advocates 
last year when it proposed formalizing the practice, in some 

situations, of federal law enforcement agencies telling people 
who request records that the government doesn't have the 
records when it actually does. Sen. Charles Grassley, the top 
Republican on the Senate Judiciary Committee, threatened to 
block the proposal from ever taking effect. The department 
eventually abandoned the idea. 

Wars, terrorists and spies bucked the trend. During the 
year when American troops were involved in two wars and a 
bombing campaign in Libya, Navy SEALs killed Osama bin 
Laden in a daring raid, and U.S. drones killed scores of terror 
suspects and insurgents, the administration more aggressively 
protected federal files that it said should be shielded due to 
national security reasons. The government invoked that 
explanation 4,244 times last year — a significant increase over 
the 3,615 times it did so in 2010. The CIA, Director of 
National Intelligence and departments of defense, justice, state 
and homeland security were responsible for nearly all those 
cases. 

The 37 agencies that AP examined were: Agency for 
International Development, CIA, Consumer Product Safety 
Commission, Council on Environmental Quality, Agriculture 
Department, Commerce Department, Defense Department, 
Education Department, Energy Department, Department of 
Health and Human Services, Department of Homeland 
Security, Department of Housing and Urban Development, 
Interior Department, Justice Department, Labor Department, 
State Department, Transportation Department, Treasury 
Department, Department of Veterans Affairs, Environmental 
Protection Agency, Federal Communications Commission, 
Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation, Federal Election 
Commission, Federal Trade Commission, NASA, National 
Science Foundation, National Transportation Safety Board, 
Nuclear Regulatory Commission, Office of Management and 
Budget, Office of National Drug Control Policy, Office of 
Personnel Management, Office of Science and Technology 
Policy, Office of the Director of National Intelligence, 
Securities and Exchange Commission, Small Business 
Administration, the Social Security Administration and the 
U.S. Postal Service. 
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53. Afghan Officials Visit Guantanamo In Peace Bid 
(REUTERS 10 MAR 12) ... Missy Ryan 

WASHINGTON -- An Afghan government delegation 
visited the Guantanamo Bay military prison this week to 
secure approval from five Taliban detainees who may soon be 
moved to Qatar, a sign that the Obama administration is 
inching closer to establishing peace talks to end the war in 
Afghanistan. 

The delegation, which visited the top-security detention 
center in Cuba on Monday, included Ibrahim Spinzada, a 
senior foreign policy aide to Afghan President Hamid Karzai, 
sources familiar with the subject said. 

Government sources in Kabul said Spinzada and Shahida 
Abdali, a senior Afghan security official, visited the United 
States this week. The White House said the two officials were 
in Washington briefly but both the White House and the 
Pentagon declined comment on the Guantanamo visit. 

Karzai's government has demanded the five former senior 
members of the Taliban government, held at Guantanamo Bay 
for a decade, give their consent before they are transferred to , 
the small Gulf state where they would under Qatar's custody. 

The transfer would be one of a series of good-faith 
measures that, if U.S. diplomats can surmount remaining 
hurdles, would set in motion the first substantial political 
negotiations on the bloody conflict in Afghanistan since the 
Taliban government was toppled in 2001 in a U.S.-led 
invasion. 

A year after it was unveiled, the Obama administration's 
peace initiative may soon offer the United States a historic 
opportunity to broker an end to a conflict that began as the 
response to the September 11, 2001, al Qaeda attacks on the 
United States. The war has dragged on for a decade at great 
financial and human cost. 



 

48 
 

But the peace gambit also presents extraordinary risks for 
Obama, facing the potential for political fallout months before 
presidential elections, as his government considers backing an 
arrangement that would give some degree of power to the 
Taliban, a movement known for its brutality and extreme 
interpretation of Islam. 

Despite months of covert diplomacy, it remains unclear 
whether the prisoner transfer will go ahead. Doubts are 
growing about whether the Taliban leadership is willing to 
weather possible blowback from junior and more hard-core 
members who appear to oppose negotiations. 

U.S. officials have been hoping the behind-the-scenes 
peace initiative will gain enough momentum to permit Obama 
to announce the establishment of full-fledged political talks 
between the Karzai government and the Taliban at a NATO 
summit in May. 

Such an announcement would mark a major victory for 
the White House and might dispel some of the anxiety created 
by NATO nations' plans to gradually pull most of their troops 
by the end of 2014, leaving an inexperienced Afghan military 
and wobbly Afghan government to fend off a still-potent 
insurgency. 

The confidence-building measures the administration has 
proposed also include the opening of the Taliban office in 
Qatar and a Taliban statement distancing itself from terrorism. 

The Taliban detainees are seen by some U.S. officials as 
among the most threatening inmates remaining at 
Guantanamo. Their possible transfer has become a lightning 
rod for attack - or at least anxiety - from U.S. politicians from 
both parties even before the administration formally begins a 
required congressional notification process. 

Among the prisoners that may be sent to Qatar is 
Mohammed Fazl, a "high-risk" detainee alleged to be 
responsible for the killing of thousands of minority Shi'ite 
Muslims between 1998 and 2001. 

They also include Noorullah Noori, a former senior 
military commander; Abdul Haq Wasiq, a former deputy 
intelligence minister; and Khairullah Khairkhwa, a former 
interior minister. 

Republicans particularly have voiced concerns that 
transferred Taliban officials might regain positions of power 
or rekindle an insurgency that Western forces are working to 
extinguish. 

"My assumption is that my client would welcome an 
opportunity to be released from Guantanamo," said Frank 
Goldsmith, an attorney for Khairkhwa, who arrived at 
Guantanamo in May 2002. 

This week's visit to Guantanamo may reflect the narrow 
course that Karzai, who had gone from Western darling to 
frequent antagonist, must tread as he seeks to build support for 
peace talks among Afghans who fear a Taliban return - all 
while shoring up his own fragile political backing. 

It was unclear who else may have accompanied Spinzada 
to Guantanamo. 

The reconciliation initiative has proceeded in fits and 
starts in part because of what U.S. officials describe as an 
unpredictable partner in Kabul. U.S. officials have held eight 
meetings with Afghan militant interlocutors since the peace 
initiative began, Reuters learned. 

Karzai, meanwhile, has complained the United States has 
repeatedly sidelined in a process that is supposed to be 
"Afghan-led." 

While those disagreements may have been put to rest, the 
latest diplomatic maneuvers come at a particularly sensitive 
time for the U.S.-Afghan relationship following the burning of 
copies of the Koran on a NATO military base, an incident that 
sparked protests and attacks on Western forces. 

On Friday, the two governments announced a 
breakthrough in efforts to strike a bilateral deal that would 
outline their long-term presence and authorize a U.S. military 
presence in Afghanistan beyond 2014. 
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54. Webb: Limit GI Bill At For-Profit Schools 
(NAVY TIMES 09 MAR 12) ... Rick Maze 

The father of the Post-9/11 GI Bill has launched a battle 
to preserve the benefit by proposing new restrictions on tuition 
payments to for-profit schools. 

The modern-day GI Bill has cost more than $17.2 billion 
in an era of belt-tightening, and about 37 percent of the money 
has gone to for-profit institutions. Some of these schools have 
been under fire because of a series of investigations that 
revealed high-pressure and deceptive recruiting practices, and 
questions about the value of the courses they teach. 

Sen. Jim Webb, D-Va., the lawmaker behind the 
landmark veterans’ benefit, worries that the GI Bill could be 
ruined by some schools that use questionable recruiting 
practices and offer a lower-quality education. 

In a move he says could save the 3-year-old program, 
Webb introduced a bill Thursday that would set strict, specific 
standards for schools to receive both the Post-9/11 GI Bill and 
military tuition assistance. 

Service members deserve to know their GI Bill benefits 
“will not be lost or squandered on an education that fails to 
equip them with the skills and knowledge they need to be 
successful,” Webb said as he introduced the bill. 

The Military and Veterans Educational Reform Act of 
2012, S 2179, would impose new requirements on schools. 
Among other things, schools seeking to receive GI Bill or 
tuition assistance money would have to: 

 Meet the same federal requirements that apply to 
receiving Pell Grants and other federal aid. These 
standards include having an undergraduate dropout 
rate of no more than 33 percent. 

 Disclose graduation rates and default rates on loans. 

 Provide support services to students using GI Bill or 
tuition assistance funds, and one-on-one counseling 
before enrolling to plan a course of education, if the 
school has more than 20 such students. 

In addition, state agencies responsible for screening 
schools would have to conduct audits, and the Veterans 
Affairs and Defense departments would have to develop a 
centralized complaint process to report fraud or 
misrepresentation. 
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These requirements are similar to regulations proposed by 
the Defense Department for schools receiving tuition 
assistance. 

Webb is a Naval Academy graduate, former Marine 
Corps officer, decorated Vietnam War combat veteran and 
former Navy secretary who made passage of the Post-9/11 GI 
Bill his top priority when he became a senator in 2007. He 
modeled the benefit after the World War II GI Bill of Rights, 
with veterans eligible for full tuition, a monthly living stipend, 
a book allowance and money for tutors and tests. 

About 700,000 people have used the Post-9/11 GI Bill. 
Webb is proud, calling it “the greatest GI Bill our veterans and 
military members have ever seen.” 

Webb is chairman of the Senate Armed Services 
Committee’s personnel panel and a member of the Senate 
Veterans’ Affairs Committee, positions that give him an inside 
position to push the restrictions. But his power could be 
waning because he is not running for a second term. By 
November, he will be a so-called “lame duck” member of 
Congress with limited powers beyond his personal 
persuasiveness. 

His cosponsors are Democratic Sens. Tom Harkin of 
Iowa, chairman of the Senate Health, Education, Labor and 
Pensions Committee; Tom Carper of Delaware; and Claire 
McCaskill of Missouri; and Republican Sen. Scott Brown of 
Massachusetts, an Army National Guard officer who serves 
with Webb on the Veterans’ Affairs Committee. 

Harkin and Carper have been involved in a prolonged 
attack on for-profit schools over deceptive sales tactics and 
enrollment practices that in many cases have targeted service 
members and veterans. A Feb. 23 report prepared by Harkin’s 
staff found almost 50 percent of the $563 million spent last 
year by the Defense Department on tuition assistance for 
active-duty troops went to for-profit schools. 

The for-profit school industry had no immediate comment 
on the bill. But the president of the Association of Private 
Sector Colleges and Universities, who testified before the 
House Veterans’ Affairs Committee the same day Webb 
introduced the bill, has defended the industry. 

“Every sector of higher education has dealt with 
individual episodes of abuse or misbehavior,” said Steve 
Gunderson, as he testified about pending veterans’ education 
and employment legislation. “It is incumbent upon Congress 
to ensure that the actions of the few are not held against the 
many.” 

Veterans attend for-profit schools “because we have 
consistently offered flexible administrative and academic 
policies, career-focused curricula, credit for past training and 
experience, and support services that strive to meet their 
unique academic and personal needs,” Gunderson said. 

Delayed GI Bill Funds Leave Students Scrambling 
The Veterans Affairs Department says it has hit a “bump 

in the road” in processing GI Bill benefits claims. Affected 
student veterans are calling it missing rent money. 

VA’s Buffalo, N.Y., regional office that processes claims 
for East Coast colleges and universities is up to seven weeks 
behind, meaning that schools are late receiving tuition and fee 
payments and students are left empty-handed if they are 
expecting a monthly living stipend. 

VA did not respond to questions about the Buffalo 
problem submitted by Military Times. Instead, days after 
inquiries were made about GI Bill claims problems reported 
by readers, a statement from the VA’s education service chief 
director was posted on VA’s official blog, VAntage Point. 

It is unclear how many payments are delayed, but VA 
records show that more than 21,800 Post-9/11 GI Bill claims 
were pending nationwide as of Monday. 

In the statement, Keith Wilson, who is about to leave his 
post as director of VA’s education service to become director 
of VA’s Roanoke, Va., regional office, acknowledged delays 
but said they were isolated. VA has applied extra “resources 
and manpower to work overtime and address the issue 
immediately” and the oldest claims, dating back as far as 
January, will receive “special processing,” he wrote. 

“We are increasing the use of overtime and adding 
additional resources to provide payments to these veterans 
within the next 7 to 10 business days,” Wilson said. 

“This is not a nationwide issue, but we have received 
more enrollments than we had anticipated at one of our 
regional processing offices,” Wilson says in the statement. He 
does not identify which office, but student veterans said the 
problem is at the Buffalo site. 

“VA apologizes for any delay or hardship for student 
veterans, and we are taking immediate corrective actions,” 
Wilson’s statement says. “Veterans who have an urgent and 
immediate financial need because they are due education 
benefits that have not yet been paid should contact us.” 

Help is available from a GI Bill website. 
Joshua Ray, a Navy veteran attending Yale University on 

GI Bill benefits, said, “Several people I know, including yours 
truly, are struggling to know what to do, what to tell the 
landlord when we don’t have all the rent, how to keep the 
lights on.” 

Ray said he last receiving a living stipend in December, 
and that was a partial payment. “A thousand dollars is not 
much to live on from December to mid-March, and the 
absolute lack of any information keeps vets paralyzed, unsure 
how to proceed,” he said. 
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55. NATO Breached By Facebook Friend 
(LONDON TELEGRAPH 11 MAR 12) ... Jason Lewis 

When the "friend request" appeared on their Facebook 
accounts, the military officers and government officials in 
Britain, America and their allies must have been flattered. 

Who would not want to be considered a personal friend of 
NATO's most senior officer, the Supreme Allied Commander, 
Adm. James Stavridis? 

There was nothing to arouse their suspicion but when they 
accepted the request, they had in reality become "friends" of a 
fake admiral whose electronic profile was painstakingly 
constructed by foreign spies. 

Classified briefings suggest they were working for the 
Chinese state. 
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Last night neither Facebook nor NATO would disclose 
just how many people had fallen for the scam but it was clear 
the number was significant — and so are the implications. 

The spies who ran the fake profile gained access to a 
treasure trove of personal details: email addresses, the names 
of family members, personal pictures, and possibly even 
phone numbers and the details of the victims' movements. 

The information could lead to attempts at blackmail, 
while the personal information could be used for hackers to try 
to crack the passwords used on encrypted systems. Many 
people use the names of their children or their wives in 
passwords —precisely the kind of details that Facebook 
accounts are full of. 

While no NATO officer would put genuine secrets on 
Facebook, the security implications were clear. 

For NATO it was a major embarrassment which 
emphasises just how the nature of spycraft has changed from 
the days before the internet. As a result they have told military 
officers and diplomats who work for NATO that they should 
establish their own social networking profiles — in case the 
sting is repeated. 

Adm. Stavridis, who was in charge of operations in Libya 
to bring about the end of Muammar Gaddafi's regime, now has 
an official Facebook site while the bogus one has been 
deleted. 

Senior NATO staff were warned about the fake account 
late last year and made representations to Facebook. 

It is understood that Facebook uses sophisticated 
techniques to identify bogus accounts which, it says, have very 
different footprints from genuine Facebook users. A 
spokesman said: "After the profile was reported to us, it was 
taken down as soon as we were notified and investigated the 
issue." 

Last night, officials at the Supreme Headquarters Allied 
Powers Europe (Shape), confirmed Adm. Stavridis had been 
targeted. 

They refused to be drawn on the origin of the security 
breach, although other senior security sources confirmed that 
it had been traced to China. 

A spokesman for Shape said: "This type of compromising 
attempt is called 'social engineering' and has nothing to do 
with 'hacking' or 'espionage'. 

"Discussions/chats/ postings on Facebook are, of course, 
only about unclassified topics." 

A NATO official added: "There have been several fake 
Supreme Allied Commander pages. Facebook has co-operated 
in taking them down. We are not aware that they are Chinese. 

"The most important thing is for Facebook to get rid of 
them. First and foremost we want to make sure that the public 
is not being misinformed. Social media played a crucial role in 
the Libya campaign last year. 

"It reflected the groundswell of public opposition, but also 
we received a huge amount of information from social media 
in terms of locating Libyan regime forces. It was a real eye-
opener. That is why it is important the public has trust in our 
social media." 

The "spear fishing" exercise is the latest tactic in spying 
on Western figures using the internet. Among the items stolen 

are said to be the secrets of stealth aircraft, submarine 
technology, the space programme and solar energy. 

British institutions are equally vulnerable and Chinese 
hackers have accessed the House of Commons secure 
computer network. 

Shawn Henry, the FBI's executive assistant director in 
charge of targeting cyber crime, said: "We see thousands of 
breaches every month across all industry and retail, 
infrastructure and across all sectors. 

"We know that the capabilities of foreign states are 
substantial and we know the type of information that they are 
targeting." 

Some hawkish figures in the U.S. fear that a hostile 
country or terror group might launch a "cyber war" against 
them, attempting to attack and destroy military and civil 
infrastructure using computer viruses or other electronic 
weapons. 

However, most experts think this is unlikely. 
It is similar to the "Night Dragon" attacks which targeted 

executives of some of the world biggest oil and gas 
companies. 

The names of the firms involved have not been disclosed. 
Their reluctance is widespread as companies fear disclosure 
will damage customer confidence and their share price. The 
attackers targeted the Western firms' public websites as well as 
specific individuals using Facebook and other social 
networking sites. The hackers tried to dupe victims into 
revealing login names and passwords. 

The hackers were traced to China and investigators found 
the attacks only took place on weekdays between 9am and 
5pm, suggesting they were working at an office or a 
government facility. 

Dmitri Alperovich, a security expert who helped uncover 
the "Night Dragon" breach, says Western businesses and 
governments are routinely being targeted. 

He said: "They will know your strategy, your price list, 
everything to undercut and beat you. The Chinese are using 
every trick in the book. 

"They stole emails between executives about high level 
negotiations... If they know your strategy they can't lose." 

Last year an executive at RSA, a U.S. defence firm, 
opened a personal email with the subject line "2011 
Recruitment Plan" and clicked on the attached Excel 
spreadsheet. 

The attachment contained a virus, apparently engineered 
by the Chinese, which opened up RSA's system and allowed 
access to all its secrets, including its work for the White House 
and the Central Intelligence Agency. 

Bruce McConnell, the U.S. Department for Homeland 
Security's director of cyber security, said: "The internet is 
civilian space. It is a marketplace. Like the market in Beirut in 
the 70s, it will sometimes be a battleground." 

He likened his department's job to attempts to coordinate 
the civilian response to a hurricane. 

But "unlike in a hurricane, we are responding to incidents 
every day," he added. 
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56. Week In Review Mar. 03, 2012 – Mar. 09, 2012 
(YOUTUBE 09 MAR 12) ... U.S. Navy 

Welcome to this week's U.S. Navy multimedia production 
featuring selected images from around the fleet received 
during the week of Mar. 03, 2012 – Mar. 09, 2012. 

The images represent the work of the many naval 
photographers deployed worldwide and submitted to Navy 
Visual News Service. For access to more than 100,000 high 
resolution photos visit: 
    http://www.navy.mil/view_photos_top.asp  and 
http://www.flickr.com/photos/usnavy/    . 

View U.S. Navy YouTube Channel 
View Clip (RT: 2:06) 
Broadcast Clip - 7 in :70 (Mar. 09, 2012) 
(YOUTUBE 09 MAR 12) U.S. Pacific Fleet 
A quick look at events and issues from the past week 

around Pacific Fleet making headlines at 
http://www.cpf.navy.mil. 

View Clip (RT: 1:10) 
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OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
57. Securing The Future Of Naval Station Everett 
(EVERETT (WA) HERALD 09 MAR 12) ... U.S. Rep. Rick Larsen 

When the USS Nimitz sails into the Puget Sound and 
takes up its new home at Naval Station Everett today, 
Snohomish County will be welcoming 3,000 Sailors and their 
families into our community. It will be a proud moment in a 
long history of working to secure the future of Naval Station 
Everett in our community. 

We have good cause to be proud of Naval Station Everett. 
Everett has some of the most modern facilities in the Navy, 
and is known as the "Sailor's Choice" of bases. The 
community's steadfast support of the base and its Sailors is a 
major reason why. 

The Navy's decision to bring the Nimitz to Everett, 
replacing the USS Abraham Lincoln, reaffirms Everett's vital 
role in the Navy. That was made even clearer last month when 
I and Everett Mayor Ray Stephanson were able to announce 
that the Navy has further expanded its commitment to the base 
by replacing the three aging frigates with new or modernized 
destroyers. 

There is a lot of talk in Washington, D.C., about scaling 
back some defense programs as part of the effort to tackle our 
growing debt. Military communities across the country are 
concerned about what that might mean for them. I am a strong 
supporter of taking bold action to tackle the debt. Part of that 
must be finding ways to make the Department of Defense 
more efficient, and cutting programs we don't need. But even 
given this debate, I believe the future of Naval Station Everett 
is secure. 

The base is a critically important strategic location for our 
national security. Last year President Obama announced a 
strategic pivot to the Asia-Pacific region. This region, with its 

fast-growing economies and as a source for a huge amount of 
U.S. trade, will only grow in importance in the 21st century. 
The Department of Defense's strategic review details how the 
United States Navy is going to invest more in the Pacific 
region. While big bases at San Diego and Pearl Harbor are 
important, the Navy also wants to spread out its ships across 
the region to bases like Everett. The decision to bring the 
Nimitz and the new destroyers is a clear sign that they are 
committed to Everett. 

Not only is Naval Station Everett important in our 
national strategy, but it is a critical component of our local 
economy. The new ships will bring thousands of new Sailors 
and their families into Everett, meaning thousands of new 
residents in our communities and customers in our businesses. 
Our ship repair industry and the many businesses that serve 
the needs of Naval Station Everett will all be boosted. 

I am looking at even more ways we can continue 
strengthening our base. Naval Station Everett boasts a 
deepwater port that never needs to be dredged and has 
unimpeded access to the Pacific. Everett is ready, willing and 
able to support more and larger ships. I look forward to 
continuing to work with local leaders making that case to the 
Navy. 

But for now, I join the entire Everett community in 
welcoming the Sailors and families of the USS Nimitz. I know 
you will enjoy all that we have to offer. 

U.S. Rep. Rick Larsen (D-Everett) represents the 2nd 
Congressional District and serves on the House Armed 
Services Committee. 
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58. One Year After Quake: Japan-U.S. Ties Strong 
(PHEONIX ARIZONA REPUBLIC 10 MAR 12) ... Jun Niimi 

One year ago, an earthquake with a seismic magnitude of 
9.0 suddenly struck northeastern Japan. The resulting tsunami, 
with waves as high as 60 feet, brought about devastating 
damage in the region. 

Fifteen-thousand-eight-hundred-fifty-four precious lives 
were lost and 3,274 remain missing. Sunday, March 11, marks 
the one-year commemoration of the Great East Japan 
Earthquake. 

In response to the disaster, Japan received a great deal of 
generous support from around the world. Especially from the 

United States, the outpouring of sympathy and assistance 
came immediately. 

Our consulate was flooded with phone calls offering help 
and expressing their condolences. A large amount of relief 
funds were raised by many organizations and individuals in 
Arizona. 

In Japan, the U.S. military mobilized over 20,000 
personnel and some 20 vessels, including the USS Ronald 
Reagan, in a large-scale relief effort called "Operation: 
Tomodachi" immediately after the earthquake. What an 
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encouragement this must have been to those who had been 
isolated and unable to vacate the disaster areas due to the 
severed lines of transportation. 

Even today, we continue to receive generous support from 
the U.S. through projects such as the Tomodachi Initiative, a 
public-private partnership led by the U.S. government and the 
U.S.-Japan Council. We wish to express our deepest gratitude 
for the warmth you have shown us. 

Although Japan and the United States have for many 
years enjoyed a great friendship, the signs of solidarity and 
support from the U.S. since the earthquake and tsunami have 
been deeply engraved in our hearts. In the annual Japanese 
national poll released in October, the percentage of Japanese 
people who felt affinity with the U.S. was recorded at 82 
percent -- an all-time high since the poll was initiated in 1978. 
This strengthened Japan-U.S. relationship is one of the silver 
linings brought about by this tragic disaster, and it is my 
sincere hope that our two countries will continue to grow 
closer. 

A year after the disaster, Japan has made steady progress. 
The Japanese government is exerting maximum efforts 
fiscally, legislatively and politically. For example, we passed 
four supplementary budgets (totaling over $240 billion) and 
established the Reconstruction Agency, headed by the prime 
minister, himself. 

It is truly regrettable that the accident at the Fukushima 
Dai-ichi Nuclear Power Station caused a leakage of 
radioactivity and forced the evacuation of many residents. 
Every effort has been made to settle the accident; we reached a 
condition equivalent to cold shutdown (core reactor 
temperature under 212-degrees Fahrenheit), bringing it to a 
conclusion last December. Additionally, the operation of all of 
54 nuclear reactors in Japan will be suspended until they are 
cleared by careful reviews, including strict inspections 
endorsed by the International Atomic Energy Agency. 

To preserve health and safety, we continue the 
decontamination of areas polluted by radiation. Having 
established a system of strict measurement and regulations 
regarding radiation levels, we are reassessing restricted areas 
and ascertaining the safety of our food products for sale and 
consumption. By promptly providing accurate information on 
safety to the public, we hope that foreign visitors will continue 
to enjoy Japan and see for themselves the beautiful scenery 
and rich culture that remains unchanged. 

Last August, my family and I traveled to Tochigi 
Prefecture, which borders Fukushima. The trip was quite 
comfortable and wonderful. Japan is indeed open for business, 
study and tourism. 

Drawing on the valuable lessons learned from the 
earthquake and its aftermath, Japan aims to reinvent as even 
more resistant against natural disasters, as we have always 
endeavored. We find it our duty to work hand in hand with the 
rest of the world to develop effective preventive measures and 
share Japan's experience and advanced technologies. We 
believe that such technology will be beneficial to other 
earthquake-prone regions. For example, when the Great East 
Japan Earthquake struck, all 27 bullet trains under operation in 
the area automatically and safely stopped, thanks to Japan's 
leading earthquake safety systems. Not a single person was 
injured. This is the result of our tireless efforts to develop anti-
seismic technology. 

"A friend in need is a friend indeed." After the 
earthquake, we truly felt strong bonds, or kizuna, with the rest 
of the world. To return the overflow of kindness and support 
we have received from the international community, Japan is 
determined to assist and collaborate with those facing similar 
challenges. Arigato! 

Jun Niimi is consul general of Japan in Los Angeles. 

Return to Index 
 

59. Why Is Washington So Bad At Strategy? 
Generals and politicians never seem to be on the same page. Is there any way to fix it? 
(FOREIGN POLICY 09 MAR 12) ... Robert Haddick 

At his White House press conference on March 6, 
President Barack Obama admitted that the recent murders of 
U.S. trainers in Afghanistan was "an indication that now is the 
time for us to transition" out of Afghanistan. It was a 
confession that the intractable nature of the conflict and a 
collapse in U.S. patience could trump his plans for a steady 
and orderly shift to Afghan control. Even ardent war advocate 
Sen. Lindsey Graham, angered by Afghan President Hamid 
Karzai's apparent intransigence during negotiations with the 
United States, may be ready to "pull the plug." 

In 2009, Obama took personal control over Afghan 
strategy, led a detailed strategy review process, and ultimately 
tripled the number of U.S. troops fighting the war. In spite of 
what seemed at the time to be careful analysis by the president 
and his advisers, the prospects for the U.S. mission in 
Afghanistan seem as troubled as America's two-decade 
struggle with Iraq, its disaster in Vietnam, and numerous other 
lesser strategic mishaps Washington has fumbled over the past 
six decades. 

Why have U.S. policymakers, in spite of the wealth of 
tools and power at their disposal, fared so poorly at strategy? 

My FP colleague Peter Feaver has made the case that over the 
long haul, U.S. strategists have gotten the big picture mostly 
right. But few would deny that over the past half-century there 
have been many costly, and avoidable, screw-ups. 

Writing in the U.S. Naval War College Review, 
Mackubin Owens, a professor at the Naval War College and a 
retired Marine Corps colonel, places much of the blame on a 
dysfunctional relationship between civilian policymakers and 
the generals. 

The first cause of strategy dysfunction, according to 
Owens, is an excessive fondness for the "normal" theory of 
civil-military relations inside the U.S. civil-military culture. 
First coined by Johns Hopkins strategy professor Eliot Cohen, 
the "normal" theory calls for a clear demarcation between 
civilians, who determine war policy, and the uniformed 
military, which is then left in charge of the battlefield. The 
theory has become the archetype for the United States and 
other countries because it is thought essential to maintaining 
firm civilian control over the military. 

Recent history has shown that the normal theory, however 
appealing on the surface, is an impractical way to actually run 



 

53 
 

a war. Strategy is an iterative process with battlefield events, 
adversary decisions, and myriad other surprises constantly 
altering both the original goals of a military campaign and the 
resources and methods needed to achieve them. Without the 
civilians and generals sharing the responsibility and duties of 
policy and strategy formulation, success will be elusive. U.S. 
strategic performance over past decades might have been 
better had both the civilians and the generals been more 
involved in each others' core duties at an earlier stage. 

Second, Owens blames the culture of the military services 
for resisting military participation in the top "political" level of 
strategy formulation. The officer corps would prefer to focus 
on the technical, engineering, and managerial aspects of their 
profession, not least because mastery of these skills is the 
surest path to promotion. The military's (understandable) focus 
on operational tasks increases the knowledge gap between 
civilians attempting to achieve a policy goal and military 
officers focused intently on achieving specific military results 
on a battlefield. The result is a failure to link what the military 
instrument can deliver and what the policymakers want to 
achieve. 

Third, Owens blames the 1986 Goldwater-Nichols 
defense reform, which ironically was designed to improve 
U.S. strategic planning. Goldwater-Nichols sharply 
downgraded the strategic authority of the Pentagon service 
chiefs while boosting the power of theater commanders in the 
field. The hope was that by downgrading the chiefs, service 
parochialism would be suppressed and joint service 
cooperation enhanced. And with theater commanders being 
held responsible for winning wars, it seemed logical to 
increase their authority at the expense of the service chiefs. 

According to Owens, this change further separated the 
formulation of military strategy -- done by theater 
commanders in the field -- from top-level policy goals decided 
in Washington. Before Goldwater-Nichols, when the 
Washington-based service chiefs had more input, there was a 
greater chance (obviously, judging by the war in Vietnam, not 
always achieved) of integrating policy goals and military 
strategy. Since Goldwater-Nichols, according to Owens, the 
odds of successful integration have gone down. 

Does Owens's diagnosis explain the strategic errors 
suffered by the United States over the past decade? Owens 
describes how Gen. Tommy Franks, the theater commander at 
the beginning of the Afghanistan and Iraq wars, aggressively 
used his Goldwater-Nichols powers to smother the service 
chiefs and their planning staff. Likewise, if Gen. Eric 
Shinseki, the Army Chief of Staff at the beginning of the war, 
had misgivings about the initial war plan, he would have had 
more authority to do something about it in the pre-Goldwater-
Nichols era. The initial invasion of Iraq in 2003 also revealed 
how much Franks was focused on the technical task of 
destroying Iraqi military forces, without much integration with 

overall policy goals -- an error for which both Franks and 
Washington policymakers must share the blame. 

As for Obama's 2009 policy for Afghanistan, Bob 
Woodward's book Obama's Wars makes clear the 
overwhelming influence Central Command leaders Gens. 
David Petraeus and Stanley McChrystal had over Obama 
compared to the president's Washington-based service chiefs 
and military advisers. And in another nod to Owens's thesis, 
Woodward discusses the Central Command generals' focus on 
specific military tasks such as security patrolling, raids against 
Taliban leaders, and training Afghan forces while these 
generals largely averted their eyes from top-level "political" 
problems such as cross-border sanctuaries and Pakistan's 
destabilizing influence, problems beyond the range of their 
military tools but that remain, nonetheless, crucial to success. 

Preparations for future hypothetical conflicts are no less 
immune to the problems Owens describes. The Pentagon 
recently released its Joint Operational Access Concept 
(JOAC), a framework for preparing for sophisticated 
adversaries whose precision missiles could threaten the ability 
of U.S. military ships and aircraft to transit critical air space 
and sea lanes. 

JOAC's authors do a good job explaining how adversaries 
might be able to inhibit U.S. access to critical areas in the 
Asia-Pacific region and the Middle East and propose 30 
specific capabilities U.S. forces will have to possess in order 
to overcome these access barriers. The publication also 
supplies ten risks that come with attempting to implement the 
concept. 

JOAC is an example of good staff work on an emerging 
problem for Pentagon planners. But, as Owens described in his 
essay, its authors are narrowly focused on the operational and 
technical aspects of military preparation, without much 
discussion of how the Pentagon's thinking regarding regional 
access might relate to policy goals. 

JOAC is merely a conceptual framework and not a war 
plan. It was written to achieve synergies among the services 
regarding the regional access problem, not solve any specific 
geostrategic challenge. But to the extent it again shows the 
divide between the military's focus on technical matters 
without much linkage to resolving potential top-level policy 
issues, military planners will need to venture beyond concepts 
like JOAC if they are to fill in the gaps Owens has identified. 

After a decade of war, civilian policymakers and the 
generals are integrating their efforts much better than they did 
in 2002. But as the Obama administration's very recent 
stumbles in Afghanistan show, there is still much room for 
improvement. 

Robert Haddick is Managing Editor of Small Wars 
Journal. Haddick was a U.S. Marine Corps officer, served in 
the 3rd and 23rd Marine Regiments, and deployed to Asia and 
Africa. He has advised the State Department and the National 
Intelligence Council on irregular warfare issues. 
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60. Restoring Faith After ERBs 
(NAVY TIMES 19 MAR 12) ... Editorial 

Navy personnel officials promise a better, more stable 
future for sailors who’ve survived the painful and contentious 
cuts mandated by last year’s enlisted retention boards. 

The possibilities include more opportunity to advance, 
increased re-enlistment approvals and easier rating 
conversions. 
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Those would be good steps toward easing worries ignited 
by an ERB process many sailors feel was used unfairly to kick 
out 3,000 sailors, some arbitrarily axed by quota. Many sailors 
believe Big Navy broke faith with the fleet, so there’s more to 
be done to restore trust. 

What sailors are looking for is a promise that their jobs 
will be safe if they perform well. Navy leaders need to work to 
maintain a stable manning structure to prevent the need for 
more cutting boards, especially if further budget cuts are 
required. 

Navy personnel chief Vice Adm. Scott Van Buskirk has 
already moved to ease one problem built into the service’s 
budget — a dip in requested end strength that would take the 
Navy from its current 323,773 sailors down to 318,300 in 

fiscal year 2015, then back up to 319,500 in fiscal 2017. He 
has asked Pentagon officials and lawmakers for a drawdown 
that does not require such a yo-yo effect: If the target is 
319,500 in five years, why can’t that be managed without 
taking a dip to 318,300 and then adding back 1,200 positions? 

Navy officials should also make maximum use of early-
out programs as a way to trim end strength. They also should 
ask Congress for additional authority to expand eligibility for 
15-year retirements to include sailors caught in the ERB 
process who are within 12 months of the 15-year mark. 

These steps, along with any moves to substantially help 
sailors transition to civilian life, would go a long way toward 
restoring faith with those who are staying in uniform but 
nervous of their futures. 
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On This Day In The Navy: 
1916: First demonstration of automatic stabilization and direction gear in aircraft. 
 

TOP STORIES: 
1. U.S. Diplomat Killed As Islamists Burn Consulate In Libya; Protesters Storm Embassy In Egypt 
(MCCLATCHY NEWSPAPERS 12 SEP 12) ... Nancy A. Youssef 

CAIRO -- A State Department officer was killed Tuesday when armed Islamist militants overran the U.S. consulate in Libya’s 
second largest city in a day of rage that also struck the U.S. Embassy in Cairo, where demonstrators hauled down the American flag, 
tore it to pieces and burned it. 

 
2. Israeli Sharpens Call For United States To Set Iran Trigger 
(NEW YORK TIMES 12 SEP 12) ... David E. Sanger and Isabel Kershner 

WASHINGTON — Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu of Israel inserted himself into the most contentious foreign policy issue 
of the American presidential campaign on Tuesday, criticizing the Obama administration for refusing to set clear “red lines” on Iran’s 
nuclear progress that would prompt the United States to undertake a military strike. As a result, he said, the administration has no 
“moral right” to restrain Israel from taking military action of its own. 

 
3. Relief Crisis Grows As Refugees Stream Out Of Syria 
(NEW YORK TIMES 12 SEP 12) ... Nick Cumming-Bruce and Neil MacFarquhar 

GENEVA — International relief officials reported an increasingly grim aid crisis stemming from the Syria conflict on Tuesday, 
with two million people there not getting desperately needed help, and a sudden acceleration of refugees overwhelming the ability of 
neighboring countries to absorb them. 

 

MIDEAST: 
4. Nations Try To Increase Pressure On Iran 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 12 SEP 12) ... David Crawford 

The U.S. and other countries are pushing the United Nations nuclear watchdog to step up pressure on Tehran amid what they said 
were new indications that it has continued to work on developing capabilities to build a nuclear weapon. 

 
5. "Secret" Syria Strike Helps Israel Signal Resolve On Iran 
(REUTERS 11 SEP 12) ... Dan Williams 

JERUSALEM -- An Israeli cabinet minister on Tuesday invoked his country's ostensibly secret 2007 air raid on an alleged Syrian 
nuclear reactor to suggest Israel could successfully strike Iran without U.S. support. 

 

ASIA – PACIFIC: 
6. U.S. Navy Medical Care Boosts Ties, Image In Asia 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 12 SEP 12) ... Audrey McAvoy 

PEARL HARBOR, Hawaii -- The U.S. Navy is spending more than $20 million each year sending ships to poorer nations in the 
Asian-Pacific region to provide cataract surgery, dental fillings and other medical care. 

 
7. China Sends Patrol Ships To Islands Held By Japan 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 11 SEP 12) ... Louise Watt and Malcolm Foster 

BEIJING -- A territorial flare-up between China and Japan intensified as two Beijing-sent patrol ships arrived near disputed East 
China Sea islands in a show of anger over Tokyo's purchase of the largely barren outcroppings from their private owners. 
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8. S'pore Explains ASEAN's Role Over South China Sea Dispute 
(CHANNEL NEWS ASIA (SINGAPORE) 11 SEP 12) ... Imelda Saad 

SINGAPORE: Singapore has reiterated its stand on the role ASEAN can play in the South China Sea dispute. 
 

9. Allies Offer U.S. Strong Advantages, And Some Risk, In China Rivalry 
(AOL DEFENSE 11 SEP 12) ... David Axe 

America counts heavily on a cordon of allies stretching from Japan to the north down to Thailand, and across to India, in the 
highly unlikely event of war with China. But these same allies could draw the U.S. into strictly local disputes in which America does 
not always have a clear security interest and which could destabilize the region. 

 
10. Japanese Defense Minister Says Osprey Operations In Okinawa To Be Delayed 
(KYODO NEWS 12 SEP 12) 

YAMAGUCHI, Japan --- Japan's Defense Minister Satoshi Morimoto on Wednesday indicated operational flights of the U.S. 
Osprey military transport aircraft in Okinawa will start later than Oct. 10, as originally planned. 

 

SEPTEMBER 11TH: 
11. Eleven Years On, A Somber Remembrance 
Americans and their leaders pause to honor the victims of the 2001 terrorist attacks – and to reflect 
(WASHINGTON POST 12 SEP 12) ... Nia-Malika Henderson 

Across the country, Americans marked the 11th anniversary of the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist attacks, tolling church bells, pausing in 
silence to reflect and mourning the loss of the nearly 3,000 people who died. 

 
12. USS New York Holds 9/11 Remembrance Ceremony 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 11 SEP 12) ... Brock Vergakis 

NORFOLK, Va. — Sailors and Marines aboard a warship forged with 7.5 tons of steel salvaged from the World Trade Center 
held a remembrance ceremony Tuesday for the victims of the Sept. 11 attacks, pledging to do all in their power to prevent another 
tragedy from happening. 

 

DEFENSE DEPARTMENT: 
13. Mapping Military Needs, Aided By A Big Projection 
(NEW YORK TIMES 12 SEP 12) ... Thom Shanker 

WASHINGTON — Three times so far this year, the Joint Chiefs of Staff and the regional war-fighting commanders have 
assembled at a military base south of the capital, where a giant map of the world, larger than a basketball court, was laid out on the 
ground, giving the sessions an appearance of a lethally earnest game of Risk. 

 

ENERGY: 
14. New “Frankenstein” Switchgrass Is Good News For The Navy, Too 
(CLEAN TECHNICA BLOG 11 SEP 12) ... Tina Casey 

Despite aggressive pushback from anti-biofuel leadership in Congress, it looks like the U.S. Navy is well on the way to getting its 
biofuel after all. A new biofuel research project pairing the U.S. Department of Agriculture with the University of California, Berkeley 
has yielded a new cobbled-together variety of switchgrass that contains up to 250 percent more starch than other varieties. That could 
effectively slam the door on the Navy’s critics, by leading to a biofuel production process that is cost-competitive with petroleum. 

 
15. Navy Secretary Announces Energy And Water Management Awards 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 11 SEP 12) ... Secretary of the Navy Public Affairs 

WASHINGTON -- Secretary of the Navy Ray Mabus announced the winners of the 2012 Secretary of the Navy (SECNAV) 
Energy and Water Management Awards Aug. 29. 

 

PERSONNEL: 
16. House OKs Limits On Schools Recruiting Vets 
(NAVY TIMES 11 SEP 12) ... Rick Maze 

The House voted Tuesday to prevent schools that accept GI Bill benefits from paying bounties for recruiting students. 
 

17. GAO Calls For Better Screening Of Military Special-Needs Children 
(STARS AND STRIPES 11 SEP 12) ... Erik Slavin 

YOKOSUKA NAVAL BASE, Japan — Ineffective screening of military families with special-needs children is straining 
resources at overseas U.S. base schools, according to a General Accountability Office report. 
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18. Assistant Secretary Of The Navy Speaks In Hawaii On 9/11 
(KHON FOX HONOLULU 11 SEP 12) 

The Assistant Secretary of the Navy met with sailors and marines at Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam Tuesday morning. 
 

AFRICA: 
19. Nigerian Navy Embraces ICT And Radar Surveillance To Boost Maritime Security, Increase Sea 
Patrols 
(BEEG EAGLE BLOG 09 SEP 12) 

The threat posed by piracy to the economy is increasingly assuming new heights. In this report, Eniola Akinkuotu reports the 
latest effort by the Nigerian Navy to tackle the onslaught, through improved Information and Communication Technology devices, 
among other initiatives 

 

AMPHIBIOUS OPERATIONS: 
20. U.S. War Game Finds Gaps In Navy, Marine Amphibious Ops 
(DEFENSE NEWS 10 SEP 12) ... Christopher P. Cavas 

Conducting an amphibious assault on an enemy-controlled beach has always been one of the most complex forms of warfare. The 
U.S. Navy and Marine Corps together have successfully stormed more beaches than any team in history. 

 

SHIPBUILDING: 
21. Navy Arms Buyer Sees Funding Challenges For Shipbuilding 
(REUTERS 11 SEP 12) ... Andrea Shalal-Esa 

WASHINGTON -- The U.S. Navy will run out of money in January or February for the refueling of the USS Theodore Roosevelt 
aircraft carrier, unless Congress enacts a special measure to allow the work to continue, the Navy's top arms buyer told lawmakers on 
Tuesday. 

 
22. Work Begins On Next Aegis Guided Missile Destroyer 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 11 SEP 12) 

PASCAGOULA, Miss. -- Ingalls Shipbuilding has started fabrication on the Navy's next Aegis guided missile destroyer, the John 
Finn (DDG 113), at its Pascagoula shipyard. 

 

MISSILE DEFENSE: 
23. U.S. Missile-Defense System Needs Upgrade, Council Says 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 11 SEP 12) ... Tony Capaccio 

A $34 billion system of ground- based interceptors in Alaska and California to defend the U.S. against a potential missile attack 
by North Korea or Iran needs to be upgraded, the National Research Council said. 

 

CONGRESS / BUDGET: 
24. Bill To Avoid Government Shutdown Would Keep Federal Pay Freeze Intact 
(WASHINGTON POST 12 SEP 12) ... Eric Yoder 

A temporary spending measure before the House would lift the threat of a partial government shutdown while keeping federal 
employee salaries frozen at least until April. 

 
25. Marines, Navy March Into 'Fiscal Valley Forge' 
(AOL DEFENSE 12 SEP 12) ... Sydney J. Freedberg Jr. 

PANAMA CITY, FLORIDA -- As budgets tighten, the Navy and Marine Corps are looking at a host of ways to save, from 
installing LED lights on ships to slowing vehicle purchases to centralizing power on the Chief of Naval Operations' staff. 

 

OUTREACH: 
26. Setting Sail For Buffalo 
First time since '99 it has cruised the lakes 
(BUFFALO NEWS 11 SEP 12) ... Charity Vogel 

ABOARD THE USS DE WERT - The Navy has arrived. 
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27. As In 1812, Sailors Are Crucial To Nation's Defense 
(BUFFALO NEWS 10 SEP 12) ... Rear Adm. Gregory Nosal 

America's Navy is our nation's front line in war and in peace, operating on, above and below the sea. Its members are deployed 
around the world, protecting our freedom and defending our nation's interests every day. 

 
28. Austin's Ties To The Navy 
(AUSTIN (TX) AMERICAN STATESMAN 11 SEP 12) ... Rear Adm. James J. Shannon 

The United States is a maritime nation, bounded by oceans on both sides. Consider that water covers about 70 percent of the 
Earth's surface. About 80 percent of the world's population lives near the sea, and about 90 percent of all world trade by volume 
travels by sea. In other words, what happens on the sea matters to our nation. 

 

NAVAL ACADEMY: 
29. Naval Academy Ranked No. 1 Public Liberal Arts College For Second Year 
Up-and-coming Maryland colleges still score well in U.S. News ratings 
(BALTIMORE SUN 12 SEP 12) ... Ian Duncan 

The U.S. Naval Academy in Annapolis ranked as the top public liberal arts college in the country, pushing its traditional rival, the 
U.S. Military Academy, with which it shared the top honors last year, into the No. 2 spot, according to the annual U.S. News & World 
Report rankings. 

 

BOOKS: 
30. Former SEAL's Prosecution Unlikely 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 12 SEP 12) ... Julian E. Barnes and Evan Perez 

The Pentagon is likely to recommend against criminal prosecution of the former Navy SEAL who wrote a book about the Osama 
bin Laden raid, but is still debating whether to pursue civil action against the author, officials said. 

 
31. Navy Exchange Joins AAFES, Won't Sell Book 
(STARS AND STRIPES 12 SEP 12) ... Chris Carroll 

WASHINGTON – “No Easy Day,” the memoir by a former SEAL that the Pentagon says reveals classified information, won’t be 
sold in exchanges on Navy or Marine Corps bases either, representatives from both services said Monday. 

 

COMMENTARY: 
32. Why It Matters: Afghanistan 
One in a series examining issues at stake in the election and their impact on people 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 11 SEP 12) ... Robert Burns 

The issue: U.S. troops are still in Afghanistan, nearly 11 years after they invaded. Why? The answer boils down to one word: al-
Qaida. The goal is to damage the terrorist group enough to prevent a repeat of the 9/11 attacks. 

 
33. New Ships Give China's Navy A Stronger Punch 
(JAPAN TIMES 12 SEP 12) ... Michael Richardson 

SINGAPORE — In the latest step in its naval modernization and expansion, China recently announced that it is accelerating 
serial production of an advanced destroyer. This will tilt the regional balance of power at sea in its favor and put it in a stronger 
position to enforce its sovereignty claims over Taiwan and in the South and East China Seas. 

 
34. Dying For Nothing In Afghanistan? 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 11 SEP 12) ... Roger Hedgecock 

Recently Katherine Willey wrote movingly in these pages about her 21-year-old son, trained by the U.S. Navy in explosive 
ordnance disposal and ready to be deployed. 

 
35. The Quiet End Of Don't Ask, Don't Tell 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 12 SEP 12) ... Editorial 

When the "don't ask, don't tell" policy was adopted 20 years ago to ease a long-standing ban on gays in the military, there were 
predictions that the armed services - and, in turn, American civilization - would collapse. The doomsayers returned a year ago when 
the policy was repealed and gays were allowed to serve openly. 
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TOP STORIES: 
1. U.S. Diplomat Killed As Islamists Burn Consulate In Libya; Protesters Storm Embassy In Egypt 
(MCCLATCHY NEWSPAPERS 12 SEP 12) ... Nancy A. Youssef 

CAIRO -- A State Department officer was killed Tuesday 
when armed Islamist militants overran the U.S. consulate in 
Libya’s second largest city in a day of rage that also struck the 
U.S. Embassy in Cairo, where demonstrators hauled down the 
American flag, tore it to pieces and burned it. 

Secretary of State Hillary Clinton condemned the attack 
in Benghazi and confirmed the death of the American in a 
statement, but she did not identify the deceased, say what 
position he played at the consulate or provide any details of 
what took place. 

“We are heartbroken by this terrible loss,” Clinton said. 
“Our thoughts and prayers are with his family and those who 
have suffered in this attack.” 

Clinton said she had asked Libya’s government to provide 
additional protection to Americans in Libya and said she 
would ask other governments to beef up their security 
precautions. 

The storming of U.S. diplomatic compounds in Benghazi 
and Cairo, where no one was injured, took place on the 11th 
anniversary of the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks but appeared to be 
sparked by outrage over the release of a movie trailer that 
conservative Muslims in both countries said denigrated Islam 
and its holiest figure, Mohammed. Clinton acknowledged that 
as the likely cause in her statement. 

“Some have sought to justify this vicious behavior as a 
response to inflammatory material posted on the Internet. The 
United States deplores any intentional effort to denigrate the 
religious beliefs of others,” she said. “But let me be clear: 
There is never any justification for violent acts of this kind.” 

Backers of the movie, who included Terry Jones, the 
Florida pastor whose burning of Qurans last year led to days 
of rioting in Afghanistan, were unapologetic about the role 
their film may have had in triggering the violence. 

“The fact that angry protesters climbed the wall at the 
U.S. embassy in Cairo today, ripped down the American flag 
and tore it apart further indicates the lack of respect that Islam 
has for any other religion, any other flag, any freedom of 
speech, freedom of expression and freedom of religion,” Jones 
said in a statement released before the death in Benghazi was 
confirmed. “It further illustrates that they have no tolerance 
for anything outside of Mohammad.” 

Even without the provocation provided by the film, the 
violence fit a pattern of growing fundamentalist ferment that 
has touched many of the countries where governments have 
fallen in the past 18 months. 

That trend has been especially pronounced in Libya, 
where in recent weeks conservative Islamists have leveled 
mosques and cemeteries associated with the moderate Sufi 
strain of Islam, and car bombs have become increasingly 
frequent in Tripoli, the capital, and Benghazi. In what can only 
be considered ironic, the United States, which had backed the 
NATO bombing campaign that helped rebels defeat the 
government of Moammar Gadhafi last year, has warned its 
citizens to defer all but essential travel to Libya because of the 
country’s deteriorating security situation. 

The protest in Cairo also came at an ironic moment: The 
U.S. Embassy has been urging companies to invest in Egypt, 
saying it is now stable. 

Egyptian police did little to discourage thousands of 
protesters who descended on the U.S. Embassy and they stood 
by as the protesters first sprayed paint on the 12-foot wall that 
surrounds the compound, then stormed over the wall, where 
hundreds converged on the flagpole, pulling down the 
standard, shredding it and burning the remnants. 

As the flag was torn and then set on fire, a man climbed a 
ladder alongside the flagpole and replaced the flag with one 
that read, "There is no God but Allah and Mohammed is his 
messenger.” 

Among the chants yelled toward the embassy was, “Take 
a picture, Obama, we are all Osama,” a reference to Osama 
bin Laden, who planned and financed the 9/11 attacks and 
whom U.S. commandoes killed on May 2, 2011. 

"Say it, don’t fear: Their ambassador must leave," was 
another. 

Organizers of the embassy protest said they’d begun 
planning the event last week when a controversial Egyptian 
Christian activist who lives in the United States, Morris Sadek, 
released a trailer for a movie called “Muhammad,” which 
repeatedly mocks the prophet and the religion. The 14-minute 
clip, which Sadek first posted on his Facebook page Sept 5, 
attacked basic tenets of Islam and suggested that the religion 
had spread only because the prophet told those he encountered 
to “pay extortion or die” if they didn’t convert. 

Christians make up roughly 10 percent of Egypt’s 
population, and officials from Egypt’s Coptic churches have 
condemned the film. 

The film controversy came as Jones announced Tuesday 
that he planned to put the prophet on trial in what he called 
International Judge Muhammad Day. 

In a video announcing the “trial,” Jones, wearing a black 
shirt with the word “Infidel” printed on it in Arabic, said that 
he planned to charge the prophet “with being a false prophet, 
thus leading 1.6 billion people astray.” 

The embassy had tried to pre-empt the attack, issuing a 
statement hours earlier that condemned “the actions by those 
who abuse the universal right of free speech to hurt the 
religious beliefs of others.” Embassy officials also called 
Nader Bakkar, a spokesman for the conservative Islamist Nour 
party, in which they apologized for the film and Jones’ call, 
but Bakkar said he was unwilling to call off the protest, and 
embassy employees were sent home early. 

“The American people must know we do not accept any 
kind of insult of the prophet, peace be upon him,” Bakkar said, 
adding that he nevertheless opposed pulling down the 
American flag. 

In Benghazi, which had been the seat of the anti-Gadhafi 
rebel forces, armed Islamists apparently led the charge on the 
U.S. consulate. Witnesses said that they heard loud explosions 
nearby and that armed men had surrounded the area around 
the consulate, blocking the road and making it impossible for 
reporters to film the scene. The gunmen then set the building 
on fire. 

One man, who asked not to be identified for security 
reasons, said the attackers were conservative Islamists, who 
generally do not shave. “I was stopped by a guy whose beard 
extended to his knees," the man said, in an exaggeration. "And 
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he told me very proudly not to pass because we have burned 
the American consulate." 

Looters carried off office furniture and appliances from 
the consulate compound and passers-by entered the compound 
to take photos with their cell phones. 

The Reuters news agency quoted a spokesman for Libya’s 
Supreme Security Committee, Abdel-Monem al Hurr, as 
saying that Libyan security forces at the scene had been 
overwhelmed by the attackers. 

Islam forbids any depiction of Mohammed because he’s 
seen as someone whose greatness can’t be replicated. In 
documentaries about his life, he’s often portrayed as a ray of 

light. That someone would mock the prophet is considered 
blasphemous. 

Sharif Abdel Meniem, 29, who helped organize the Cairo 
protest, said he planned the demonstrations “because the 
Americans did not take a real stand against” Jones’ call. 

“The prophet does not have a hand in the 9/11 attacks,” he 
said as chanters yelled, “The prophet’s army has arrived.” 

That the protest fell on Sept. 11 wasn’t lost on those 
participating. 

“This anniversary provokes the United States,” said Islam 
Mustafa, 23, a student. “But (Americans) are the ones 
provoking us.” 

Return to Index 
 

2. Israeli Sharpens Call For United States To Set Iran Trigger 
(NEW YORK TIMES 12 SEP 12) ... David E. Sanger and Isabel Kershner 

WASHINGTON — Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
of Israel inserted himself into the most contentious foreign 
policy issue of the American presidential campaign on 
Tuesday, criticizing the Obama administration for refusing to 
set clear “red lines” on Iran’s nuclear progress that would 
prompt the United States to undertake a military strike. As a 
result, he said, the administration has no “moral right” to 
restrain Israel from taking military action of its own. 

Mr. Netanyahu’s unusually harsh public comments about 
Israel’s most important ally, which closely track what he has 
reportedly said in vivid terms to American officials visiting 
Jerusalem, laid bare the tension between him and President 
Obama over how to handle Iran. They also suggested that he is 
willing to use the pressure of the presidential election to try to 
force Mr. Obama to commit to attack Iran under certain 
conditions. 

He appeared to be responding to a weekend statement by 
Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton that the United 
States was “not setting deadlines” beyond which it would turn 
to a military solution. 

Mr. Netanyahu, speaking at a news conference in 
Jerusalem, said, “Those in the international community who 
refuse to put red lines before Iran don’t have a moral right to 
place a red light before Israel.” 

In another sign of tensions, the Israeli Embassy in 
Washington said late Tuesday that the Obama administration 
had declined a request from Mr. Netanyahu’s office for a 
meeting with Mr. Obama when the Israeli leader attends the 
United Nations General Assembly this month. The Obama 
administration said the decision was due to a scheduling 
problem and had been conveyed to Israel long ago. 

On Tuesday night, Mr. Obama called Mr. Netanyahu to 
try to calm the situation. The two talked for a full hour, 
hashing through the Iran confrontation and their 
misunderstandings. 

“President Obama and Prime Minister Netanyahu 
reaffirmed that they are united in their determination to 
prevent Iran from obtaining a nuclear weapon, and agreed to 
continue their close consultations going forward,” the White 
House said in a statement after the phone call. 

The White House also tried to tamp down controversy 
over the request for a meeting, saying that after a possible 
New York encounter was ruled out, Mr. Netanyahu did not 
request a meeting in Washington. “Contrary to reports in the 
press, there was never a request for Prime Minister Netanyahu 

to meet with President Obama in Washington, nor was a 
request for a meeting ever denied,” the statement said. 

The United States says it has no evidence that Iranian 
leaders have made a final decision to build a bomb. However, 
the International Atomic Energy Agency’s latest report says 
the country has amassed a stockpile of low- and medium-
enriched uranium that, with further enrichment, could fuel as 
many as six nuclear weapons. 

The United States concluded several years ago that Iran 
had suspended its nuclear weapons development program at 
the end of 2003, though there has been evidence of sporadic 
work since. The Israelis say Iran is quietly reconstituting a 
much larger effort. 

In demanding that Mr. Obama effectively issue an 
ultimatum to Iran, Mr. Netanyahu appeared to be making 
maximum use of his political leverage at a time when Mr. 
Obama’s Republican opponent, Mitt Romney, has sought to 
make an issue of what Mr. Romney says is the 
administration’s lack of support for Israel. 

It is not clear what level of development in Iran’s nuclear 
program would constitute a “red line” in Israeli eyes. Dore 
Gold, president of the Jerusalem Center for Public Affairs, a 
research institute, and a former Israeli ambassador to the 
United Nations, said in an interview last week, “It is very 
important to draw a line about the quantities of enriched 
uranium and the levels of enrichment.” 

One option that has been widely discussed among experts 
advising the United States government is capping Iran’s 
uranium enrichment at a reactor-grade level. Also, Iran would 
be permitted to stockpile no more than 1,764 pounds of that 
uranium, less than is required, if further enriched, to make a 
single bomb. 

Mr. Netanyahu, who is highly attuned to American 
politics, seemed to be using his comments to pressure Mr. 
Obama to specify at which point the United States would be 
prepared to take military action against Iran, perhaps at the 
United Nations General Assembly opening this month. 

The Israeli ambassador to the United States, Michael B. 
Oren, echoed Mr. Netanyahu in an interview in Washington 
on Monday night and said the Israeli leadership wanted Mr. 
Obama and the leaders of other nations to agree on clear limits 
for Iran. 

“We know that the Iranians see red,” Mr. Oren said. “We 
know they can discern the color red. We know that the redder 
the line, the lesser the chance that they will pass it.” 
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Mrs. Clinton publicly rejected that approach over the 
weekend. In an interview with Bloomberg Radio, she avoided 
discussion of Iran’s stockpile and said, “We’re not setting 
deadlines” for military action. It was that statement that 
appeared to have set off Mr. Netanyahu. 

Mr. Obama has repeatedly argued — with the support of 
some leading Israeli officials — that the United States and 
Israel have closer security cooperation now than at any other 
point in history. The United States provided much of the Iron 
Dome missile defense system for Israel, and for the past five 
years the two countries worked closely on a major covert 
operation against Iran called “Olympic Games,” an effort to 
sabotage Iran’s enrichment capability with cyberattacks. 

But Mr. Obama has stopped well short of saying he would 
prevent Iran from developing the capability to produce a 
bomb. He has said only that he would not allow Iran to obtain 
a weapon; Mr. Netanyahu has said that is not enough. 

Depending on how one defines the term, Mr. Obama’s 
aides and former aides acknowledge that Iran may already 
have that capability. It possesses the fuel and the knowledge to 
make a weapon, but that would take months or years, and Mr. 
Obama has argued that allows “time and space” for a 
negotiated solution. 

Mr. Romney had no immediate comment about Mr. 
Netanyahu’s challenge to Mr. Obama, and one of his informal 
advisers on the Middle East said, “It’s probably better at this 
point to let Netanyahu make the point because it’s more 
powerful that way.” The adviser said he was not authorized to 
speak on the record. 

But the Netanyahu comments play right to the Republican 
nominee’s critique of Mr. Obama. On “Meet the Press” on 
Sunday, Mr. Romney declared that the progress of Iran’s 
nuclear program was Mr. Obama’s “greatest failure” in 
foreign policy. 

“The president hasn’t drawn us any further away from a 
nuclear Iran,” he said. 

There is little doubt that the Iranian effort has progressed. 
When Mr. Obama took office, Iran had produced enough fuel 
to make, if enriched further, about one bomb, compared with 

five or six in the International Atomic Energy Agency’s 
current calculation. 

But Mr. Romney’s proposals have also steered clear of 
describing with any precision how far Iran could go before he 
would use force to stop its program. Like Mr. Obama, he has 
not said how much progress he would allow Iran to make 
toward a weapons capability before he authorized a strike. 

Instead, he has insisted that Mr. Obama was late to the 
task of placing “crippling sanctions” on Iran. Yet those 
sanctions have begun to strike at the heart of Iran’s greatest 
source of national revenue — oil sales — something that the 
Bush administration shied away from. 

Mr. Netanyahu has been dismissive of sanctions. They are 
an indirect form of pressure, he has argued, and have not 
forced Iran’s supreme leader, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, to 
scale back the country’s nuclear program. 

In recent days, the Israelis had appeared to be dialing 
down the pressure on Washington, with the Israeli news media 
reporting that Ehud Barak, the defense minister, was 
rethinking the wisdom of an attack in the coming months. 
There was speculation that Israeli officials feared that the 
long-term jeopardy to Israel’s relationship with Washington 
was not worth the short-term gain of setting back, but 
probably not destroying, Iran’s capability. 

A number of American officials, in trips to Israel, have 
argued that an Israeli attack would only drive the nuclear 
program underground and most likely result in the expulsion 
of international inspectors, who are the best gauge of the 
program’s progress. 

But Mr. Netanyahu revived the tough talk of the past few 
months and the message that time is running out for Israel. 

“So far, we can say with certainty that diplomacy and 
sanctions haven’t worked. The sanctions have hurt the Iranian 
economy, but they haven’t stopped the Iranian nuclear 
program,” Mr. Netanyahu said, adding, “The fact is that every 
day that passes, Iran gets closer and closer to nuclear bombs.” 

David E. Sanger reported from Washington, and Isabel 
Kershner from Jerusalem. Elisabeth Bumiller and Peter Baker 
contributed reporting from Washington, and Rick Gladstone 
from New York. 
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3. Relief Crisis Grows As Refugees Stream Out Of Syria 
(NEW YORK TIMES 12 SEP 12) ... Nick Cumming-Bruce and Neil MacFarquhar 

GENEVA — International relief officials reported an 
increasingly grim aid crisis stemming from the Syria conflict 
on Tuesday, with two million people there not getting 
desperately needed help, and a sudden acceleration of refugees 
overwhelming the ability of neighboring countries to absorb 
them. 

With less than a week before the start of the Syrian school 
year, classes have been scrapped indefinitely for tens of 
thousands of children, because their schools have either been 
destroyed or been sequestered as squatters’ quarters for 
displaced families, the officials said. In the province of Homs, 
so many doctors have fled that only three surgeons remained 
to serve a population of two million, the officials said, and 
laws to protect civilians during wartime were being ignored by 
both government soldiers and insurgents. 

The United Nations refugee agency in Geneva said the 
number of people fleeing Syria had increased almost 

exponentially, from 18,500 in June to 35,000 in July to 
102,000 in August. Roughly 2,000 Syrians were crossing daily 
into Jordan alone, trying to evade air and artillery attacks on 
towns near the southern border, said Adrian Edwards, a 
spokesman for the refugee agency. 

The exodus has pushed the number of Syrian refugees to 
more than a quarter of a million, Mr. Edwards said. Of the 
total, Jordan now has more than 85,000 refugees and Turkey 
has more than 78,000, including those who have registered or 
are awaiting registration. Many more refugees have not 
registered, and both countries count far greater numbers. 

The agency said that more than 10,000 were waiting to 
cross into Turkey. 

The latest estimates came as activists reported the deaths 
of at least 72 people in fighting around Syria. The London-
based Syrian Observatory for Human Rights said that 20 
people were killed or wounded when a government warplane 



 8

bombed a residential building in the Haydariya neighborhood 
in the northern city of Aleppo. 

In Damascus, several people were killed as government 
security forces attacked the Hajar al-Aswad neighborhood, 
where thousands of residents were said to have fled after days 
of intense shelling. An activist speaking from the Yarmouk 
refugee camp inhabited by Palestinians said it was filled with 
people fleeing the shelling in the Hajar al-Aswad and nearby 
Tadamon neighborhoods. “No one can live in these 
neighborhoods anymore,” said the activist, who spoke on the 
condition of anonymity. 

The activist also said that mass displacement had set off 
war profiteering by local homeowners who rent out their 
houses in the area for $500 a month, several times the going 
rate. “Some people are opening up their houses to refugees 
from neighboring areas, but others who own their houses are 
trying to make money out of this,” the activist said. 

To publicize the refugee crisis, António Guterres, the 
United Nations high commissioner for refugees, toured the 
Za’atri camp in Jordan with the actress Angelina Jolie, a 
special envoy for the agency. The camp, which opened on a 
wind-swept patch of desert close to the Syrian border at the 
end of July, already has 28,000 refugees, Mr. Edwards said, 
and relief officials are urging Jordanian authorities to open 
camps in more hospitable locations. 

The World Health Organization said that a United Nations 
mission to Homs last week had found that more than half a 
million people needed aid, including health care, food and 
water. The mission found that the biggest hospital in Homs 
had been destroyed, and that only 6 of the 12 public hospitals 
and 8 of the 32 private hospitals were still functional. 

At the United Nations, the head of Unicef and the 
European Union’s top relief official said that only about one-
third of the three million people in Syria who needed help 
were getting any, and that combatants on both sides would be 
held responsible for respecting international law protecting 
civilians during war. 

“This is an asymmetrical war, and there is a degree of 
expansion of violations of international law on both sides that 
seems to be escalating,” the European Union official, 
Kristalina Georgieva, the commissioner for international 
cooperation, humanitarian aid and crisis response, said at a 
news conference. 

Anthony Lake, the head of Unicef, told reporters, “There 
must be no impunity for anyone on any side.” 

Nick Cumming-Bruce reported from Geneva, and Neil 
MacFarquhar from the United Nations. Reporting was 
contributed by Hala Droubi from Dubai, United Arab 
Emirates; Hwaida Saad and Kareem Fahim from Beirut, 
Lebanon; and Rick Gladstone from New York. 
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MIDEAST: 
4. Nations Try To Increase Pressure On Iran 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 12 SEP 12) ... David Crawford 

The U.S. and other countries are pushing the United 
Nations nuclear watchdog to step up pressure on Tehran amid 
what they said were new indications that it has continued to 
work on developing capabilities to build a nuclear weapon. 

Diplomats from the U.S., Russia, China, France, the U.K. 
and Germany are negotiating a joint statement or resolution 
aimed at pushing Iran to answer questions about its nuclear 
program. The statement would be issued by the International 
Atomic Energy Agency, which is meeting this week in Vienna 
and is expected to turn its attention to Iran on Wednesday. 

While the six countries differ on how to press Iran to 
comply with the agency's investigation into its nuclear 
program, diplomats from two of the nations said they were 
eager to present a united front amid growing tensions in the 
Middle East. 

The civil war in Syria, a close ally of Iran, and Israel's 
threats to attack Iran's nuclear program have increased the 
urgency, the countries said. 

Further spurring the efforts, according to Western 
diplomats, is new intelligence that suggests Iran's nuclear 
research is tied to attempts to develop weapons. IAEA 
Director General Yukiya Amano alluded to the intelligence in 
a report presented last month, saying the agency "has become 
increasingly concerned about the possible existence in Iran of 
undisclosed nuclear-related activities involving military-
related organizations, including activities related to the 
development of a nuclear payload for a missile." Mr. Amano 
said new information corroborated agency suspicions the 
activity might be continuing. 

Diplomats said the intelligence was supplied to the 
agency by several member states. An IAEA spokesman 
declined to comment on the evidence. 

The six countries—the five permanent members of the 
U.N. Security Council plus Germany, or P5+1, which 
represents the international community in nuclear negotiations 
with Iran—have supported a series of resolutions over the past 
five years calling on Tehran to cooperate with IAEA 
investigators. But the investigation has been stalled since 
February, when the talks with Iran faltered. 

Mr. Amano told the IAEA Board of Governors on 
Monday that Iran's failure to cooperate with his agency's 
investigation "is frustrating because, without Iran's full 
engagement, we will not be able to start the process to resolve 
all outstanding issues, including those concerning possible 
military dimensions to its nuclear program." 

U.S. officials have long argued that Iran is secretly 
developing technology needed to build a nuclear weapon. Iran 
says its nuclear program is solely for peaceful purposes and 
has argued that claims to the contrary are based on fabricated 
U.S. and Israeli intelligence. 

Diplomats from the U.K., France and Germany are 
pressing for language that would mention the need for Iran to 
give the IAEA access to its Parchin military installation, 
Western diplomats said. Russia opposes mention of any 
specific nuclear sites and instead is pushing for a broader 
statement that Iran should cooperate with the IAEA, a Western 
diplomat said. The U.S., meanwhile, has been lobbying for an 
agreement that would receive broad support in an IAEA Board 
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of Governors resolution, while others have advocated simply 
for a joint statement. 

"The important message is that the P5+1 is unified," said 
a diplomat, who played down the importance of a resolution. 

The IAEA Board of Governors could vote on a resolution on 
Wednesday or Thursday, diplomats said. 

Return to Index 
 

5. "Secret" Syria Strike Helps Israel Signal Resolve On Iran 
(REUTERS 11 SEP 12) ... Dan Williams 

JERUSALEM -- An Israeli cabinet minister on Tuesday 
invoked his country's ostensibly secret 2007 air raid on an 
alleged Syrian nuclear reactor to suggest Israel could 
successfully strike Iran without U.S. support. 

Israel has never formally acknowledged the bombing of 
the desert site at Deir al-Zor nor said what was destroyed - a 
precaution against drawing Syria into a retaliatory war, 
according to then-U.S. President George W. Bush, who in his 
memoir described the target as a nascent, North Korean-
supplied reactor. 

That Bush, by his own account, declined to carry out a 
U.S. strike as initially requested by Israel resurfaced this week 
in an expose by the New Yorker magazine. It touched a 
topical nerve given current tensions between the allies over 
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's hints he could 
defy Washington by taking similar action against Iran's 
disputed nuclear program. 

"According to what was reported, then, too, President 
Bush was not enthused by an attack, did not agree to the 
United States taking part, and in any event the right step was 
taken," Environment Minister Gilad Erdan told Israel Radio. 

Erdan, a influential member of the ruling, rightist Likud 
party, was answering a question about whether Israel could 
afford to deepen its rift with the United States, which has 
resisted Netanyahu's demand for a "clear red line" beyond 
which it would be willing to resort to force on Iran. 

The Netanyahu government has made clear Israel is 
prepared to attack unilaterally if necessary, despite divided 
domestic opinion and Western calls to give diplomacy with 
Tehran more time. Iran denies seeking nuclear weapons, as did 
Syria in 2007. 

As noted by the New Yorker, differences abound between 
the single, exposed structure hit by Israel in neighboring Syria 
and the numerous, distant and defended Iranian facilities. 

Limits Of Secrecy 
The unprecedented public debate in Israel about prospects 

for a war with Iran further limits comparison with Syria in 
2007 and the sneak Israeli bombing of Iraq's atomic reactor in 
1981. 

Israeli officials insist they have the technical means to 
surprise Iran, and that their reticence about Deir al-Zor exists, 
in part, to preserve such secrets. 

But they have also bristled at statements from within the 
Obama administration questioning whether Israel has the 
capabilities to cause significant damage to Iran, and countered 
by invoking the previous missions in Iraq and Syria. 

"The mistake then, as now, was to underestimate Israel's 
military ingenuity," Amos Yadlin, one of the fighter-bomber 
pilots who took part in the 1981 operation and went on to 
command Israeli military intelligence during the Deir al-Zor 
attack, wrote in a New York Times opinion piece in February. 

He referred to "the destruction of the Syrian reactor in 
2007" - straying from Israel's no-comment policy. 

Asked by Reuters when Israel might give an on-record 
account of what happened at Deir al-Zor, dropping its 
censorship order, a defense official said there was no such 
decision pending. 

But the official also indicated Israel no longer feels the 
same reluctance to offend Damascus, having written off 
President Bashar al-Assad as a 17-month-old Syrian 
insurgency deepens. 

"Can you imagine what the mess in Syria would look like 
today if Assad had nukes?" the official said. 

Syria does acknowledge having chemical weapons, 
developed partly to counter Israel's reputed atomic arsenal. 
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ASIA – PACIFIC: 
6. U.S. Navy Medical Care Boosts Ties, Image In Asia 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 12 SEP 12) ... Audrey McAvoy 

PEARL HARBOR, Hawaii -- The U.S. Navy is spending 
more than $20 million each year sending ships to poorer 
nations in the Asian-Pacific region to provide cataract surgery, 
dental fillings and other medical care. 

The Navy and its sailors are more often recognized for 
sending aircraft carriers to help troops in Afghanistan, fighting 
pirates off the Somali coast or intercepting ballistic missiles in 
missile defense tests off Hawaii. But the U.S. Pacific Fleet and 
analysts say the humanitarian missions are key to promoting 
U.S. national security, with relatively low costs even during a 
time of shrinking budgets. 

Adm. Cecil Haney, commander of the U.S. Pacific Fleet, 
said the missions strengthen relationships with other countries. 

"You're building trust, bonds, and how to communicate," 
Haney said in an interview at his Pearl Harbor headquarters. 
"We give it a fancy term, interoperability - it's more than just 
technology. It's cultural. It's this business of building trust with 
like-minded nations." 

Haney spoke shortly after the hospital ship USNS Mercy 
and its 1,200-member crew stopped in Pearl Harbor on its way 
back to San Diego following a five-month long tour of 
Cambodia, Indonesia, the Philippines and Vietnam. 
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The ship spent two weeks in each country. During its 
most recent tour, medical personnel from 13 other countries - 
from Japan to Malaysia, came aboard to help out, along with 
28 non-governmental organizations from the United States and 
other countries. 

Capt. William Cogar, the Mercy's executive officer, said 
the ship faced particularly high demand for cataract surgery, 
even from patients in their 30s and 40s. Many people in the 
countries visited don't wear sunglasses, he said. 

"Now they can see again," Cogar said. 
Animals - including livestock like water buffalo and pigs 

- also got treated by veterinarians on board. 
Abe Denmark, senior director of the National Bureau of 

Asian Research, an independent, non-partisan think tank, said 
the missions help people develop a better opinion of the 
United States. 

"The image of American power going abroad and 
bringing benefits to people all around the world who otherwise 
wouldn't have access to this kind of care - to this kind 
technology - it builds the image of American power, of 
American soft power, in a way that's almost unquantifiable," 
Denmark said. 

The U.S. learned the public relations value of such 
deployments when the U.S. Pacific Command sent ships and 
planes to deliver food, tents, and medical care for victims of 
the 2004 Indian Ocean earthquake and tsunami. 

U.S. approval ratings in Indonesia, which is 
predominantly Muslim, climbed to 38 percent in 2005 from 15 
percent two years earlier because of the help, according to a 
poll by the Pew Global Attitudes Project. 

The Navy started sending hospital ships and other Navy 
vessels on annual humanitarian tours shortly afterward. The 
program - called Pacific Partnership - is now in its eighth year. 

Unlike several decades ago, the Navy isn't focused on 
defeating the Soviet threat. It can make something like 
humanitarian aid an important part of its overall strategy. 
Population growth and other demographic change in the Asia-
Pacific have also created more demand for humanitarian 
assistance, he said. 

Seth Cropsey, a senior fellow at the Hudson Institute, said 
the aid will likely continue even as budgets tighten. The cost is 
low, Cropsey said, compared with the $16 billion a year the 
Navy spends building ships. 

"It's a good deed, and people are grateful for it as well 
they should be," Cropsey said. "No one loses." 
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7. China Sends Patrol Ships To Islands Held By Japan 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 11 SEP 12) ... Louise Watt and Malcolm Foster 

BEIJING -- A territorial flare-up between China and 
Japan intensified as two Beijing-sent patrol ships arrived near 
disputed East China Sea islands in a show of anger over 
Tokyo's purchase of the largely barren outcroppings from their 
private owners. 

The China Marine Surveillance has drawn up a plan to 
safeguard China's sovereignty of the islands and the ships 
were sent to assert those claims, China's official Xinhua News 
Agency said Tuesday. The marine agency is a paramilitary 
force whose ships are often lightly armed. 

The rocky islands, known as Senkaku to Japanese and 
Diaoyu to Chinese, have been the focus of recurring spats 
between the countries and also are claimed by Taiwan. The 
China-Japan dispute has been heating up in recent months, in 
part because the nationalist governor of Tokyo proposed 
buying the islands and developing them. 

Japan's central government announced its own deal this 
week with the Japanese family it recognizes as the owner. 
Chief Cabinet Secretary Osamu Fujimura told reporters the 
government budgeted 2.05 billion yen ($26 million) for the 
purchase "to maintain the Senkakus peacefully and stably." 

Public broadcaster NHK said the government and the 
family signed a deal Tuesday. 

Beijing responded to the move with fury. 
"The determination and the will of the Chinese 

government and military to safeguard their territorial integrity 
are firm," Chinese Defense Ministry spokesman Geng 
Yansheng said in a statement. "We are closely monitoring the 
development of the situation and reserve the right to take 
necessary measures." 

Japan has claimed the islands since 1895. The U.S. took 
jurisdiction after World War II and turned them over to Japan 
in 1972. But Beijing sees the purchase as an affront to its 
claims and its past calls for negotiations. 

Japan does not plan to develop the islands, in contrast 
with the proposal made by Tokyo Gov. Shintaro Ishihara. 

"Ishihara put the national government in a very difficult 
spot. He pushed them into doing this now," said Sheila Smith, 
a senior fellow at the Council on Foreign Relations in 
Washington. But she said this was a "good outcome" that 
should be seen as an attempt by Tokyo to sideline Ishihara. 

Japan cannot afford to let the dispute hinder its vital ties 
with China, its top trading partner, Smith said. 

The United States urged Japan and China to solve the 
dispute through dialogue. Japan is a staunch U.S. ally, but 
Washington says it does not take a position on the conflicting 
territorial claims. It also does not want to further strain its own 
relations with China. 

"In the current environment we want cooler heads to 
prevail," Kurt Campbell, the top U.S. diplomat for East Asia, 
said in Washington. "This (the Asia-Pacific) is the cockpit of 
the global economy and the stakes could not be bigger. The 
desire is for all leaders to keep that in mind." 

Carlyle Thayer, an expert on regional security at the 
University of New South Wales in Australia, said the sending 
of the Chinese patrol boats "ups the stakes." 

"It's a tit-for-tat response because China is extremely 
sensitive about sovereignty matters," he said. 

Japan's coast guard said it has not taken any special 
measures in response to the Chinese patrol boats although it 
continues to monitor the situation. 

Thayer said the Chinese boats would likely stop short of 
entering the 12 nautical miles around the islands that are 
considered territorial waters and administered by Japan. 

"Japan has a pretty robust navy, a very strong and active 
professional coast guard. What is possible are the kinds of 
confrontations like occurred at Scarborough Shoal," a disputed 
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reef where Chinese and Philippine boats faced off earlier this 
year. 

"It's all posturing. It's a game of who blinks first," Thayer 
said. 

Beijing's anger has been accompanied by heated reporting 
in China's state media. Reactions to Japanese actions are 
sometimes overstated in China, and a commentator in the 
People's Liberation Army Daily, the main newspaper of 
China's military, called Japan's move "the most blatant 
challenge to China's sovereignty since the end of World War 
II." 

About a dozen protesters gathered outside the Japanese 
Embassy in Beijing chanting, "Japan, get out of China." 
Xinhua reported that people had also taken to the streets to 
protest in two cities in the south and east. 

Taiwan's Foreign Ministry also lodged a strong protest to 
Japan. It called the island purchase an "extremely unfriendly 
move" that "not only harms the longtime cooperation between 
Taiwan and Japan but will also aggravate regional tensions in 
East Asia." 

Top Japanese government officials maintain that the flare-
up hasn't affected official ties with China. Deputy Prime 
Minister Katsuya Okada said activists on both sides were 
fanning emotions. 

Prime Minister Yoshihiko Noda met only briefly with 
Chinese President Hu Jintao on the sidelines of this past 

weekend's Asia Pacific Economic Cooperation summit in 
Vladivostok, Russia. Japanese news reports said Noda 
emphasized the importance of dealing with the island dispute 
from a broad perspective. 

China also has announced coordinates marking out the 
waters off the Diaoyu Islands that it considers its territory, 
apparently for the first time after doing so earlier for the 
mainland and other islands. 

The coordinates are another step, along with recent 
announcements of China's intention to use law enforcement 
vessels, to defend its sovereignty claim, said Stephanie 
Kleine-Ahlbrandt, northeast Asia project director for the 
International Crisis Group. 

In Tokyo, Gov. Ishihara said he would release 1.4 billion 
yen ($18 million) donated toward his islands purchase plan to 
the central government, but only once it was clear whether it 
would heed his calls to build a port or other facilities. 

He also suggested that Japan cooperate with the 
Philippines and Vietnam, which have their own territorial 
disputes with China in the South China Sea. 

"We shouldn't see this as an issue that only concerns 
Japan," he said. 

Foster reported from Tokyo. Associated Press writers 
Eric Talmadge in Tokyo, Matthew Pennington in Washington 
and Annie Huang in Taipei, Taiwan, contributed to this 
report. 
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8. S'pore Explains ASEAN's Role Over South China Sea Dispute 
(CHANNEL NEWS ASIA (SINGAPORE) 11 SEP 12) ... Imelda Saad 

SINGAPORE: Singapore has reiterated its stand on the 
role ASEAN can play in the South China Sea dispute. 

Foreign Affairs Minister K Shanmugam said ASEAN will 
not deal with the specific delineation and settlement among 
claimant states. 

Instead, what ASEAN can do is to set up a framework 
that provides the necessary conditions and stability that would 
allow claimant states to negotiate a peaceful resolution of the 
claims. 

The latest remarks from Singapore come amid reports 
quoting China's Vice Foreign Affairs Minister Fu Ying as 
saying that ASEAN should not negotiate on behalf of member 
economies. 

Ms. Fu was quoted as saying that if ASEAN takes side, it 
will be very difficult. 

Mr. Shanmugam on Tuesday said the reports painted a 
different picture than is actually the case. 

In fact, bilateral meetings between leaders held recently 
allowed both sides to better understand each other's positions. 

Mr. Shanmugam said: "We had several long and frank 
discussions in China during Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong's 
visit. That was followed by bilateral consultations where the 
Vice-Minister had discussions with me as well as both my 
Permanent Secretaries. 

"I think that the visit as well as the bilateral consultations 
has allowed us to get a better perspective on China's position 
and for China to get a better perspective on our position. 

He added: "Mdm Fu Ying made the same point. In fact, 
she made two points. One, that Prime Minister Lee had very 
deep and frank discussions with the Chinese leaders and 
likewise, during the bilateral, she had very deep and frank 

discussions with me as well as my Permanent Secretaries. 
Those are her words, and I echo them completely. 

"She also said, and I think this is very important, that this 
has given China a better perspective on Singapore's position. 
Likewise, it has also given us a better perspective on China's 
position. 

Mr. Shanmugam also reiterates ASEAN's responsibilities 
in this dispute. 

He said: "We don't take the position that the non-claimant 
states will have a direct role in settling of the disputes between 
the parties. We have always been clear that ASEAN's role -- 
ASEAN as a whole, 10 states' role -- is in dealing with a 
framework and that's a principle that has been accepted 
because ASEAN came up with the Declaration of Conduct 
(DOC) and the implementation guidelines. So that's really a 
non-contentious position." 

Talks on a Code of Conduct (COC) have not started but 
Mr. Shanmugam said ASEAN's position is that it would be in 
the best interest of all parties, including China, to start talks on 
it soon. 

Mr. Shanmugam said: "China has agreed to the idea of the 
COC but in July, they took the position that the timing was not 
right. We have asked them to reconsider that because it is 
important. 

"The actual claims will take a very long time to be 
resolved. Sovereignty issues are not easy to resolve. 
Meanwhile, how people behave towards each other, how 
countries behave towards each other, on the ground, that is 
what the Code of Conduct can try to deal with. The sooner we 
start, the better it is for everyone and it helps reduce the 
possibilities of events on the ground getting out of hand." 
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Mr. Shanmugam also stressed on ASEAN and Singapore's 
neutral stance on the issue. 

This comes amid media reports claiming that Singapore 
agrees with the position of the Philippines. 

He said: "Singapore has taken a position of strict 
neutrality. That's been our consistent position right through. 
We've always said claims are for the claimant states to settle, 
ASEAN should be neutral and certainly Singapore has always 
been and continue to be neutral on the claims. 

"So I think it is, maybe overactive imagination at play in 
some of the commentaries. Our position is that the claims 
should be resolved in accordance with international law, 
including UNCLOS (The United Nations Convention on the 
Law of the Sea) and the Filipino Foreign Ministry knows that 
and I think they've been careful in the way they've put out 
their statements. Media commentaries have taken it to a 
different level. There is absolutely no truth to that." 

The Philippines Department of Foreign Affairs on 
Tuesday clarified that it understands Singapore's position on 
the South China Sea issue and that the Republic is not siding 
with any claimant country. 

Philippines Department of Foreign Affairs' spokesman 
Raul Hernandez said: "We would like to convey not only to 
Singapore but also to our people and also to the people in the 
region that Singapore is correct to say that they are not taking 
sides in the territorial dispute in the West Philippine Sea but 
they are supportive of our position, of our principle position 
that this dispute should be resolved peacefully in accordance 
with international law." 

The mineral and fish-rich region of the South China Sea is 
one of the world's busiest sea passages. 

And that is why a peaceful resolution to the issue is 
important for all parties involved including Singapore. 

Mr. Shanmugam said: "The South China Sea is one of our 
two vital trade flow waterways, and this entire Asia Pacific 
region as one of the few bright spots in the world economy 
today, has risen and prospered in the last 40, 50 years because 
of peace and stability. 

"Anything that impacts on the peace and stability 
seriously impacts on everyone of us, whether we are claimant 
or a non claimant. When investors, business people think of 
this region, and when the South China Sea dispute looms large 
and is seen as an area of instability, that has a deep impact on 
Singapore. 

"We are not a claimant state, we have no territorial claims 
but we have every interest in wanting the disputes to be 
resolved in as a peaceful a way as possible. And that is not just 
our perspective, I shared this perspective with Australia, 
which is in a similar position to us and that is the position of 
the other ASEAN states, the non claimant states as well as the 
claimant states and that's indeed China's position as well. 

"China recognises that peace and stability are essential for 
it to develop. So China wants it as much as anyone else. And 
China and Singapore have agreed to work closely on these 
matters." 

China and Taiwan as well as four ASEAN states, the 
Philippines, Vietnam, Malaysia and Brunei all have 
overlapping claims over the South China Sea. 

This came to a head earlier this year when both the 
Philippines and Vietnam accused China of using intimidation 
to exert its claims over the disputed islands. This led to a 
standoff between the Philippines and China. 
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9. Allies Offer U.S. Strong Advantages, And Some Risk, In China Rivalry 
(AOL DEFENSE 11 SEP 12) ... David Axe 

America counts heavily on a cordon of allies stretching 
from Japan to the north down to Thailand, and across to India, 
in the highly unlikely event of war with China. But these same 
allies could draw the U.S. into strictly local disputes in which 
America does not always have a clear security interest and 
which could destabilize the region.Asian powers including 
India and Japan possess large, sophisticated navies and air 
arms which, combined with U.S. Pacific forces, could outgun 
the rapidly-modernizing People's Liberation Army in wartime. 
And in peacetime, these same regional powers can help as 
counters to Beijing's growing influence. 

In most conflicts short of war in Indo-Pacific Asia, 
however, Washington must be careful not to take sides, for 
backing allies in even minor spats could come at the cost of 
regional stability, experts say. 

The challenge for U.S. policymakers, therefore, is to build 
ties with Asian powers that balance China's growing strength 
without antagonizing Beijing or sucking Washington into a 
war. China is not, after all, America's enemy, the experts point 
out. And armed conflict between the U.S. and China is not 
preordained. 

To assume war is inevitable risks "letting the tail of 
conflict wag the dog of cooperation," warns Bernard Finel, 
from the National War College in Washington, D.C. In the 
interest of encouraging Beijing's peaceful rise, the U.S. should 
"vigorously" engage China -- particularly in areas where the 

two countries agree, Finel says. (He adds that this view is his 
alone and does not represent the official position of the 
National War College.) 

That doesn't mean the Washington shouldn't also engage 
its closest and most powerful allies in China's backyard. But it 
does mean America should be mindful of its friends and their 
agendas, and resist the temptation to automatically back allies 
in their bilateral disputes. 

The Unsinkable Aircraft Carrier 
Nearly 50 modern frigates and destroyers; two helicopter 

carriers; 18 large, quiet diesel-electric submarine with more 
under construction; sea-based ballistic-missile defenses; the 
largest F-15 fleet outside of the U.S. Air Force; F-35 stealth 
fighters in the acquisitions pipeline and a homegrown stealth 
fighter demonstrator in development. This is the Japanese 
Self-Defense Forces. The maritime branch, in particular, "is 
the most capable navy in East Asia," say Bernard Cole, also 
from the National War College. (Cole, too, says his words 
reflect his personal opinion.) 

Moreover, Japan's air bases represent an "unsinkable 
aircraft carrier" for the U.S., as then-Prime Minister Yasuhiro 
Nakasone put it in 1983. 

The U.S. Air Force Base at Kadena in Japan's southern 
prefecture of Okinawa is particularly important. Home to a 
USAF F-15 wing, E-3 radar planes and aerial tankers, Kadena 
is within unrefueled range of China for tactical jets and boasts 
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extra ramp space, hardened hangars and fuel and ammunition 
supplies for potentially hundreds of reinforcing aircraft. 

Since World War II Japan has been careful not to show 
off its military power, and to this day constitutional 
restrictions limit how much Tokyo can invest in its armed 
forces -- one percent of GDP, or roughly $60 billion -- how far 
from home it can deploy them and just what it can build and 
buy. In wartime, the SDF can legally accept mission-tasking 
from U.S. commanders for operations up to 1,000 miles from 
Japanese shores, Cole explains. 

In practice, however, Japanese ships and aircraft will 
probably rarely stray beyond national waters and airspace, 
says Owen Cote, an analyst at the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology. "When you start see bullets flying, they [will] 
really focus on the home game," he says of the Japanese. 

But Japan's claimed territorial waters border, and in some 
cases overlap, with some waters China claims. Japanese forces 
do not have to travel far to weigh heavily on the regional 
balance of power. 

Even so, the Japanese navy and army are quietly 
assembling an expeditionary force capable of projecting power 
into more distant, contested waters, a major shift from the 
past. In 2010 Tokyo announced the establishment of a naval 
infantry force. A year later in California, Japanese army troops 
trained alongside the U.S. Marine Corps in beach landings and 
air assault operations. 

This year, against the background of a loosening 
interpretation of its anti-war constitution, Toyko purchased 
surplus U.S. Marines amphibious tractors to complement an 
existing force of landing craft, transport hovercraft and 
amphibious landing ships. 

So, unnoticed by much of the world, Japan now possesses 
a de facto Marine Corps of its own -- and a growing political 
rationale for using it. At the Shangri-La defense summit in 
Singapore in June, parliamentary senior vice-minister of 
defense Shu Watanabe called China's $106-billion military 
budget for 2012, an 11-percent jump over 2011, a "threat." 

Japan's rearmament has caught Beijing unaware. "My 
own view is that China has for at least a decade 
underestimated Japan's naval capabilities," Cole says. 

The same cannot be said of Washington. Stronger military 
ties to Japan are on the agenda of Mark Lippert, newly 
confirmed assistant Secretary of Defense for Asian and Pacific 
security affairs. "The United States needs a more capable 
alliance with Japan," Lippert wrote in response to questions 
from Congress. 

For good reason. In key categories -- modern submarines, 
for instance -- the Chinese People's Liberation Army's eastern 
forces outnumber the forces of U.S. Pacific Command. But 
add in Japanese ships, planes and Marines and the balance 
shifts in America's favor. And, of course, most analysts 
believe U.S. ships boast capabilities superior to those of the 
Chinese fleet. 

And that's without even factoring in India. 
The Indian Ocean Spoiler 
Left out of many discussions of U.S. Pacific strategy is a 

key, adjacent body of water. The Indian Ocean connects to the 
Western Pacific via the narrow Strait of Malacca between 
Indonesia and Malaysia. The majority of China's (and much of 
Japan's) energy imports must pass through the strait, making it 
a strategic chokepoint for the world's second-largest economy. 

Control the strait and you control China, to a large degree. 
So important is the Indian Ocean to the regional balance of 
power that Rory Medcalf, an analyst with Australia's Lowy 
Institute, prefers to use the term "Indo-Pacific Asia" instead of 
the more common "Asia-Pacific." 

In that context, Beijing has big problems. India, Medcalf 
says, is "strategically placed astride the vital Indian Ocean sea 
lanes." 

On the strength of an approximately $40-billion-a-year 
military budget, India's air and naval power are fast 
expanding. New Delhi possesses a potent air force, including 
some 150 Russian-made Su-30 fighters. In January the 
government selected Dassault's Rafale fighter to fill a 126-
plane requirement. Looking ahead, India is co-developing the 
Sukhoi T-50 stealth fighter alongside Russia. And India has 
not ruled out buying the Joint Strike Fighter. 

New Delhi also operates 14 diesel submarines, with 
another six on order, plus a single, Russian-made, nuclear-
powered Akula-class sub. Domestically-designed nuclear subs 
are under development. 

This summer the Indian navy began sea trials of its new 
aircraft carrier Vikramaditya, a refurbished and modernized 
former Russian flattop displacing 44,000 tons. Vikramaditya is 
scheduled to join the existing 28,000-ton former British carrier 
Viraat in frontline service in December. Along with a 
combined force of Sea Harrier and MiG-29K naval fighters, 
India will soon have the biggest flattop fleet in Asia. 

China, by contrast, "remains a long way from being a 
militarily powerful player in the Indian Ocean," Medcalf says. 

This imbalance helps explain why Beijing is willing to 
invest decades and potentially billions of dollars in activating 
a single carrier, the ex-Russian Varyag. The 65,000-ton vessel 
began sea trials in July 2011 but has yet to launch a fixed-
wing plane. And China is believed to be as many as 10 years 
distant from fielding an operational carrier with a full 
complement of fixed wing aircraft. 

Against the U.S. Pacific fleet, the ex-Varyag is 
"irrelevant," Cote says. "But it is not irrelevant for traditional 
naval fighting between medium-size powers," he adds. With 
one aged, medium-size carrier Beijing can't hope to match 
America's five Pacific-based supercarriers. But it stands a 
chance at balancing India's flattops in some situations. 

That would not be true during a full-scale war, during 
which India's carriers would likely have serious backup. The 
nations of Indo-Pacific Asia are woven together in a 
thickening web of crisscrossing relationships meant to blunt 
China's growing power and assertiveness. Cote calls India and 
Japan "virtual allies." 

"Japan-India relations are highly cooperative and this is 
partly because of China," Medcalf adds. "This is not an 
alliance, and will not become one, but both nations are 
uncertain about what China's growing power means for them." 

"Since China has increased their military capabilities and 
spending more on defense, in our own way, to protect our 
national interest, we are also strengthening our capabilities in 
our borders," AK Antony, India's defense minister, said at the 
Shangri-La summit. 

As China looms, America's stature in Indo-Pacific Asia 
grows in proportion. "What is important to understand about 
regional perceptions is that many countries seem positive 
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about continued U.S. engagement, even anxious to retain it," 
Medcalf says. 

Existing military relations with Japan and India aside, in 
recent years the Pentagon has also made overtures to Vietnam 
and revived basing agreements with The Philippines. 

Then there's the tiny city-state of Singapore, which lies 
astride the Malacca Strait and is "procuring a formidable 
force" mostly of U.S. made-weapons, and is expanding its 
joint training with American troops, Cote says. "And it's not 
because they're worried about Malaysia." The Littoral Combat 
Ship will, for example, spend a great deal of time operating 
from Singapore. 

Island Spats 
The downside for America in this arrangement is ... 

anything short of major war. The Western Pacific roils with 
minor territorial disputes, particularly over small islands in the 
China Seas that could sit atop huge mineral reserves and are 
often claimed by two or more countries. 

The same weaponry that makes a country such as Japan a 
key asset for the U.S. in wartime can represent a liability 
during peacetime conflicts, as it introduces the potential for 
violence into what should be diplomatic exchanges. 

This summer Tokyo announced plans to buy from a 
private Japanese citizen a cluster of uninhabited islands in the 
East China Sea that the Japanese call the Senkakus. Beijing 
also claims what it dubs the Diaoyu Islands, the waters around 
which are believed to contain extensive natural gas deposits. 

Tokyo's plan sparked a serious international row. Chinese 
protesters occupied the islands and were arrested by Japanese 
authorities, sparking angry demonstrations in China. In July, 
Japan recalled its ambassador in Beijing. Japanese Prime 
Minister Yoshihiko Noda warned that his nation's military 
could get involved and, as tensions rose, both Chinese and 
Japanese warships sortied for training exercises. 

Japan's mobilization should not be seen as a call to action 
for the U.S. Equally, Chinese moves in this context should not 
necessarily be mistaken as affronts to U.S. national security or 
America's status in Indo-Pacific Asia. In firmly, but so far 
peacefully, confronting Tokyo over the islands, Beijing is not 
threatening the U.S. -- and Washington's policy should 
acknowledge that, the experts contend. 

Instead, the U.S. should aim to selectively engage, deter 
and stabilize as China, Japan, India and other regional nations 

compete with each other for influence, land and resources. 
"Any American strategy has to be highly attuned to the shifts 
within China on any of these issues, rather than a blanket 
policy of either engagement or deterrence," Medcalf advises. 
"There is no one-size-fits-all approach." 

That means more diplomatic and military exchanges and 
more cooperation with China. And it means taking care not to 
blindly bolster existing allies with arms sales, exclusive 
military alliances and diplomatic backing in regional conflicts. 

That "offshore balancing" approach to international 
relations "almost encourages or cultivates regional disputes," 
Finel warns. "It's not healthy." Certainly, throwing America's 
weight behind an ally's beef with China over some minor 
Pacific island is not a wise application of U.S. power. 

"We may get to the point where we have to balance them 
or contain them, but it's really premature," Finel says of the 
U.S. approach to China. "I prefer a much more vigorous 
engagement policy where we focus mostly on areas of 
agreement ... as opposed to focusing on the relatively small 
areas of disagreement." 

Finel cites counter-piracy and freedom of navigation as 
areas where the U.S. and China could cooperate more closely, 
even as China wrestles with its neighbors. Cooperation could 
even have the effect of easing regional tensions if it helps 
Beijing align with international norms. 

Defense Department assistant secretary Lippert agrees. "I 
would look for ways to deepen and enhance our military-to-
military relationship with China, and to encourage China to 
act responsibly both regionally and globally," he said. 

America's heavily-armed friends in Indo-Pacific Asia 
mean the U.S. doesn't have to worry too much about losing in 
a thankfully unlikely shooting war with a rapidly-arming 
China. The naval and air arms of Japan and India, in 
particular, make up for any local numerical advantage in ships 
and plane that China might hold over U.S. Pacific forces. It 
also means the U.S. and its allies possess a wide variety of 
powers and tools with which to help manage their relations 
with China. 

But the same friends, empowered and wary of Beijing, are 
increasingly involved in conflicts with China in which the 
U.S. sometimes has no national interest. America should not 
mistake regional disputes for a war it must fight. 
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10. Japanese Defense Minister Says Osprey Operations In Okinawa To Be Delayed 
(KYODO NEWS 12 SEP 12) 

YAMAGUCHI, Japan --- Japan's Defense Minister 
Satoshi Morimoto on Wednesday indicated operational flights 
of the U.S. Osprey military transport aircraft in Okinawa will 
start later than Oct. 10, as originally planned. 

However, he did not rule out the operations starting later 
in the month in a meeting with Mayor Yoshihiko Fukuda of 
Iwakuni, Yamaguchi Prefecture, where 12 MV-22 Ospreys are 
on standby for test flights before their proposed deployment to 
Okinawa. 

The delay in the start of operations of the transporter 
comes as Japanese and U.S. officials are discussing measures 
to secure the safety of Osprey operations following two 
crashes earlier this year. 

Officials at the Japan-U.S. Joint Committee will wrap up 
discussions on the matter next week, Morimoto told Fukuda. 

If Prime Minister Yoshihiko Noda approves the safe 
operation measures, the U.S. Marines Corps will conduct test 
flights of the 12 Ospreys at its Iwakuni Air Station, the 
defense chief said. 

"Doubts about the safety have been eliminated to some 
extent," Fukuda said after the crashes were attributed to 
human error rather than structural defects of the aircraft. But 
he immediately added, "Unless citizens' worries are 
eliminated, any kind of flights should not be conducted." The 
mayor indicated he would decide whether to accept the test 
flights based on the safe operation measures coming out from 
the committee. 
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Morimoto said test flights of the tilt-rotor aircraft would 
last for around two weeks before the aircraft fly to the Marine 
Corp's Futenma Air Station in Okinawa. 

At a meeting with Morimoto in Yamaguchi later in the 
day, Yamaguchi Prefecture Gov. Shigetaro Yamamoto said, "I 
understand that the central government is dealing responsibly 

with the matter (of the Osprey safety problem)." "After 
checking the central government's final decision, I will make 
my decision (on the test flights)," Yamamoto said. 

The governor told reporters later there are still some 
doubts about the safety of the aircraft. 
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SEPTEMBER 11TH: 
11. Eleven Years On, A Somber Remembrance 
Americans and their leaders pause to honor the victims of the 2001 terrorist attacks – and to reflect 
(WASHINGTON POST 12 SEP 12) ... Nia-Malika Henderson 

Across the country, Americans marked the 11th 
anniversary of the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist attacks, tolling 
church bells, pausing in silence to reflect and mourning the 
loss of the nearly 3,000 people who died. 

On the White House South Lawn, President Obama and 
first lady Michelle Obama bowed their heads at 8:46 a.m., the 
moment the first plane struck the North Tower of the World 
Trade Center. They later laid a wreath at the Pentagon, where 
the third plane struck. A flag was draped over the building to 
mark the day. 

“Eleven times we have marked another September 11th 
come and gone. Eleven times, we have paused in 
remembrance, in reflection, in unity and in purpose,” Obama 
said to families and military brass who gathered at the 
Pentagon, where 184 were killed. “This is never an easy day.” 

At Arlington National Cemetery, the Obamas visited the 
graves in Section 60, one of the sections where those killed in 
Afghanistan and Iraq are buried under white marble markers. 

They placed a “challenge coin” on a collective memorial 
to the victims of an Oct. 29, 2009, helicopter crash in 
Afghanistan. 

At a ceremony in Manhattan, where One World Trade 
Center is under construction, the families of victims read the 
names of loved ones killed in the attacks, and traders on the 
floor of the New York Stock Exchange stood silent. 

In Shanksville, Pa., where United Airlines Flight 93 
crashed in an open field after being hijacked by four terrorists, 
Vice President Biden spoke of the sacred, hallowed ground, 
weaving in his own experience of loss to comfort the families 
of the 40 passengers and crew members who died there. 

“For no matter how many anniversaries you experience, 
for at least an instant, the terror of that moment returns; the 
lingering echo of that phone call; that sense of total disbelief 
that envelops you, where you feel like you’re being sucked 
into a black hole in the middle of your chest,” said Biden, 
whose first wife and baby daughter were killed in a car 
accident 40 years ago. “My hope for you all is that as every 
year passes, the depth of your pain recedes and you find 
comfort, as I have, genuine comfort in recalling his smile, her 
laugh, their touch.” 

Thousands of miles away, in Kabul, troops prayed and 
reflected on the event that triggered America’s longest war. 

In Reno, Nev., where he delivered a speech on foreign 
policy, Republican presidential hopeful Mitt Romney shared 
his own memories from Sept. 11, 2001, when he was in 
Washington as the head of the Winter Olympic Games, 

meeting with members of Congress about security 
preparations for the Salt Lake City Games. 

He said he watched the second plane hit the World Trade 
Center on a small television on his desk. Later, he recalled, he 
left Washington and passed by the Pentagon just after he 
crossed the Potomac River. 

“Cars had stopped where they were and people had gotten 
out, watching in horror,” Romney said. “I could smell burning 
fuel and concrete and steel. It was the smell of war, something 
I never imagined I would smell in America.” 

Romney, who was criticized for his failure to mention 
U.S. troops or the war in Afghanistan in his nomination 
acceptance speech at the recent Republican National 
Convention in Tampa, said that he would help steer a century 
that began with terror, war and economic calamity onto the 
path of freedom, peace and prosperity. 

“America must lead the free world, and the free world 
must lead the entire world,” Romney said. “In our dealings 
with other nations, we must demonstrate confidence in our 
cause, clarity in our purpose and resolve in the application of 
our military might.” 

Although national security and foreign policy have taken 
a back seat to economic issues this election season, some 
conservatives were urging Romney to take a strong stance in 
the speech. 

According to a Washington Post/ABC News poll, Obama 
has a clear advantage over Romney on foreign policy and 
national security. Four in 10 voters say the country is safer 
since Obama took office; only one in eight sees the country as 
less secure. And 51 percent of all voters polled said they trust 
Obama to handle terrorism; 40 percent said they trust Romney 
to do so. 

On the steps of the U.S. Capitol, lawmakers put aside 
partisan bickering and gathered in prayer, remembering the 
day that changed the country and took so many lives. 

“Every generation has endured hard sacrifice to preserve 
the blessings of freedom. If we ever falter, it will be because 
we forget what we learned in hardship,” said House Speaker 
John A. Boehner (R-Ohio), fighting back tears. “Today we 
listen, and vow to never forget. To celebrate the greater good 
that comes from serving one another and standing shoulder-to-
shoulder. And to carry on, come what may, to meet the unmet 
challenges and complete the unfinished work.” 

At Prince George’s Community College, faculty and 
students, of different countries and faiths, heeded the call to 
service. 
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As she placed index cards written by students on the wall 
of remembrance, Paulette McIntosh, a native of Jamaica, 
reflected. 

“For me, seeing people of all different faiths and 
backgrounds coming together for a day of service is 
encouraging.” 

Both presidential campaigns pulled their negative ads 
from television and radio out of respect for the day. Obama is 
expected to visit patients at Walter Reed National Military 
Medical Center later Tuesday. 

“So as painful as this day is and always will be, it leaves 
us with a lesson that no single event can ever destroy who we 
are,” Obama said. “No act of terrorism can ever change what 
we stand for. Instead, we recommit ourselves to the values that 
we believe in, holding firmly, without wavering, to the hope 
that we confess.” 

Philip Rucker in Reno, Peyton Craighill in Washington 
and Hamil R. Harris in Maryland contributed to this report. 
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12. USS New York Holds 9/11 Remembrance Ceremony 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 11 SEP 12) ... Brock Vergakis 

NORFOLK, Va. — Sailors and Marines aboard a warship 
forged with 7.5 tons of steel salvaged from the World Trade 
Center held a remembrance ceremony Tuesday for the victims 
of the Sept. 11 attacks, pledging to do all in their power to 
prevent another tragedy from happening. 

The USS New York is an amphibious transport dock 
steeped in symbolism from the 9/11 attacks, with many New 
Yorkers specifically requesting duty aboard the vessel now on 
its maiden deployment. When the New York was 
commissioned in 2009 it was broadcast live in Times Square. 
Its motto is "Strength forged through sacrifice. Never forget." 

The New York is currently operating in the Navy's 5th 
Fleet area of responsibility, which includes the Arabian Sea, 
Persian Gulf and Indian Ocean. In June, the ship transited 
through the strategically important Strait of Hormuz, the route 
for one-fifth of the world's oil that Iran has threatened to close. 

The roughly 1,100 Sailors and Marines onboard began 
their day listening to Lee Greenwood's "Proud to be an 
American" and heard a bell toll at the exact times each of four 
commercial airliners hit the twin towers in New York, the 
Pentagon in Virginia, and crashed to the ground in 
Pennsylvania, respectively. The death tolls were read out loud. 

Every crew member who wasn't on watch also gathered 
on the ship's flight deck for a ceremony in which they paid 
tributes to the victims of the attack and were reminded that 
they were serving as the "tip of the spear" in the fight to 
prevent future attacks. 

"We often tell people, it's not just about that one day. The 
spirit here is really about what happened the next day and the 
next day and every day since," Capt. John Kreitz, the USS 

New York's commanding officer, said in a telephone 
interview. "That spirit pervades this ship." 

The ceremony also included a choral rendition of the 
national anthem, a rifle salute and a re-enlistment ceremony 
while operating in the Gulf of Aden. 

Although the ship is on a regularly scheduled deployment, 
the symbolism of being on patrol during the anniversary of the 
attacks isn't lost on those aboard. They relish the opportunity 
to show the nation's ability to bounce back. 

"It represents a moving target that terrorists want to 
destroy," said Lance Cpl. Michael Smith, a 21-year-old 
Marine from Brooklyn, N.Y. serving aboard the ship. "They 
can't stop us at all." 

The New York is the first of three ships named to honor 
the victims of the Sept. 11 attacks. The USS Arlington was 
christened last year and the USS Somerset was christened in 
July. Each of those ships' crests was featured in the Navy's 
official Facebook cover photo Tuesday and the Navy put a 
video highlighting what the USS New York means to its crew 
on its home page. 

Steel from the Pentagon will be displayed in a small 
tribute room in the USS Arlington. The USS Somerset 
includes steel melted down from the bucket of a huge coal-
mining crane that stood near the crash site. It was there that 
miners hung a large American flag to serve as a landmark and 
to honor the dead. 

The New York's home port is Norfolk, Va., although it 
will move to Mayport, Fla. in 2013. Marines on the ship are 
from the 24th Marine Expeditionary Unit, which is based at 
Camp Lejeune, N.C. 
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DEFENSE DEPARTMENT: 
13. Mapping Military Needs, Aided By A Big Projection 
(NEW YORK TIMES 12 SEP 12) ... Thom Shanker 

WASHINGTON — Three times so far this year, the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff and the regional war-fighting commanders 
have assembled at a military base south of the capital, where a 
giant map of the world, larger than a basketball court, was laid 
out on the ground, giving the sessions an appearance of a 
lethally earnest game of Risk. 

The generals and admirals walked the world and worked 
their way through a series of potential national security crises, 

locked in debate over what kind of military — its size, its 
capability — the nation will require in the next five years. 

“Strategic seminar” is the name Gen. Martin E. Dempsey, 
chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, has chosen for these 
daylong sessions, which were not exactly a war game more 
than a tabletop military exercise, and unlike anything the 
Pentagon has done to plan its future. 

Shortly after being sworn in as chairman last October, a 
decade after the terrorist attacks of Sept. 11, 2001, General 



 17

Dempsey said the military was confronting “a strategic 
inflection point, where the institution fundamentally re-
examines itself.” The seminar project he started fits his goal: 
to try to build the right military force for five years from now 
— and not be driven by the budget cycle into a series of year-
by-year decisions. 

The overarching question is whether the Pentagon’s war 
plans need to be rewritten to take into account how the 
military has been affected by a decade of fighting in Iraq and 
Afghanistan, and now by orders to shrink to fit mandated 
budget cuts. While the list of potential adversaries and the 
rising threats remain classified, the assessments from the 
sessions already are reshaping military planning. Initial 
findings have been presented to President Obama by General 
Dempsey, officials said. 

One realization is that under any situation in which the 
United States is in an armed conflict within five years, 
American territory most likely would be attacked as part of an 
adversary’s actions, regardless of where the major fighting 
was focused overseas. That attack might be direct, by missile, 
or more asymmetrical, as in terrorism or via a computer-
network cyberattack. 

“In the future, our homeland will not be the sanctuary it 
has been,” General Dempsey told a recent military conference, 
during which he pulled back the curtain — a bit — on the 
strategic seminar project. 

As a result of that seminar, General Dempsey said, the 
military’s Northern Command, responsible for defending 
United States territory, has begun work with the Department 
of Homeland Security, the F.B.I. and other domestic agencies 
to assess how potential demands for military forces overseas 
might affect security at home, and how any shortfalls could be 
resolved. 

Another lesson from the seminars is that the Pentagon 
might have to organize and deploy forces in a different way 
than war plans now dictate if there is another major conflict 
overseas and simultaneously a significant attack at home, or 
the need to manage a catastrophic, domestic natural disaster. 

“We assumed a conflict someplace, and we flowed the 
forces required to that conflict,” General Dempsey said. “We 
created a scenario where the homeland was attacked — or 
even if it wasn’t attacked, where there might have been some 
natural disaster. And it was remarkable.” 

General Dempsey acknowledged that the Pentagon had 
long believed “there’s always enough at home to deal with 
whatever happens, even while we’re fighting conflict 
elsewhere,” especially if the National Guard or reserves were 

used. After the seminar, he noted, “We might have to 
challenge that assumption.” 

Gen. Ray Odierno, the Army chief of staff, told a public 
forum sponsored by the magazine Foreign Affairs that the 
seminars reshaped his thinking on the number of troops 
needed over the coming years. 

“We are, as the Joint Chiefs and the combatant 
commanders, going through a series of strategic exercises now 
run by the chairman that helps us continue to sort through this 
and to make sure we are identifying all the issues that are out 
there,” General Odierno said. At each of the sessions, the 
civilian leadership is represented by Ashton B. Carter, the 
deputy defense secretary. 

Officials said the seminars, held at Marine Corps Base 
Quantico, in Virginia, are built around realistic scenarios for 
2017. Like a traditional war game, they are chock-full of 
specifics about available troops and weapons, and with 
specific challenges to account for the tyranny of time, 
distance, weather and unexpected actions by the adversary. 

But they also have aspects of a more academic seminar, in 
that the daylong events, the fourth of which is set for this 
month, invite differences of opinion — even disruptive 
thinking, participants say — while forcing the armed service 
chiefs who provide the personnel and weapons to work 
alongside the commanders who will use them in war. 

The seminars, according to one senior participant, are 
“designed for us to ask uncomfortable questions about 
potential U.S. national military vulnerabilities in future 
conflicts” over the next five years. 

“Given what we think potential adversaries can do, given 
what we think potential allies can do and given what we think 
we can do — do we need to make some changes?” said the 
senior official, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to 
give a sense of the intellectual and practical themes under 
discussion. “Let’s try to anticipate the future, to answer 
questions like, ‘How can we fight better? How could we fight 
differently? What new partners should we be seeking? How 
serious are the threats that we’re facing?’ ” 

General Dempsey described the new era through a 
medium that seemed to also define it — his Facebook page. 

Discussing the first seminar, he wrote that it would 
“challenge our assumptions about the future security 
environment in 2017 and assess both the capability and the 
capacity of the Joint Force: that is, what can it do, how 
quickly, and for how long. I expect this seminar will produce a 
broad set of questions that will inform future seminars and 
eventually assist us in revising operational plans in execution 
of our strategy.” 
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ENERGY: 
14. New “Frankenstein” Switchgrass Is Good News For The Navy, Too 
(CLEAN TECHNICA BLOG 11 SEP 12) ... Tina Casey 

Despite aggressive pushback from anti-biofuel leadership 
in Congress, it looks like the U.S. Navy is well on the way to 
getting its biofuel after all. A new biofuel research project 
pairing the U.S. Department of Agriculture with the 
University of California, Berkeley has yielded a new cobbled-
together variety of switchgrass that contains up to 250 percent 
more starch than other varieties. That could effectively slam 

the door on the Navy’s critics, by leading to a biofuel 
production process that is cost-competitive with petroleum. 

U.S. Navy Vs Congress On Biofuels 
CleanTechnica has been following the U.S. Navy’s 

transition to biofuels and other forms of alternative energy, 
including solar power and wave energy. Last spring, 
Republican leaders in Congress attempted to monkey wrench 
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the Navy’s biofuel initiatives by passing legislation that would 
prohibit the Navy from buying any alternative fuel that is 
more expensive than conventional fuels. 

The Obama Administration swiftly responded with a one-
two punch, one being $62 million in Navy–supported funding 
for new research projects to help bring down the cost of 
biofuel. The initiative is authorized under the 1950′s-era 
Defense Production Act, so it is not affected by Congress’s 
recent actions. 

The other is a new $210 million public-private partnership 
to build three new biorefineries. That skirts other recent 
legislation that had been intended to prevent the Navy from 
building its own biorefineries. 

Better Switchgrass For Cheaper Biofuel 
The new research from USDA and UC–Berkeley predates 

all of this maneuvering, but it could provide the knockout 
punch. The project involves patching a gene from corn called 
corngrass into switchgrass, to create a kind of Frankenstein’s 
monster of a grass that is incapable of aging. 

As described by writer Ann Perry at USDA, the new 
switchgrass stays in an early stage of life in which it never 
goes dormant, and it never produces seeds or flowers. 

Without the need to expend energy on flowers and seeds, 
the grass keeps up to 250 percent more starch in its stem than 
other varieties, yielding more sugar for fermentation into 
biofuels. 

Another Path To Biofuel From Non-Food Crops 

As an extra bonus, the leaves of the new switchgrass 
contain clues that might lead to more efficient methods for 
breaking down grasses and other woody non-food plants into 
biofuels. 

The leaves are much softer than those in unmodified 
switchgrass, and they contain a different kind of lignin (lignin 
is the substance that stiffens cell walls in woody plants). 
According to Perry, an analysis of the new lignin could 
provide new information on how to release the sugars from 
plant cells. 

A National Focus On Non-Food Biofuel Crops 
The focus on non-food crops is a priority under the 

Obama Administration’s national biofuel initiative, which 
joined the departments of Energy, Agriculture, and the Navy 
in a memorandum of understanding to support the 
development of a national biofuel industry. 

National security and biofuel refining are just two sectors 
that win out from the new initiative. Farmers across the U.S. 
also stand to gain, through the development of hardy, drought-
resistant crops that can be grown with less need for irrigation, 
fertilizers, pesticides or herbicides. 

As for leaders in Congress who are against federal 
policies that pick “energy winners and losers,” they may be 
getting the stinkeye from the U.S. Navy, but they are getting 
plenty of support from the Republican Party Platform (see 
page 15) as well as from presidential candidate Mitt Romney 
and his running mate Paul Ryan. 
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15. Navy Secretary Announces Energy And Water Management Awards 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 11 SEP 12) ... Secretary of the Navy Public Affairs 

WASHINGTON -- Secretary of the Navy Ray Mabus 
announced the winners of the 2012 Secretary of the Navy 
(SECNAV) Energy and Water Management Awards Aug. 29. 

Every year, the Secretary of the Navy recognizes Navy 
and Marine Corps installations, ships and squadrons for 
outstanding commitment to energy and water management. 

The awards are presented to those commands that have 
made notable progress toward the Department of the Navy 
(DON) goals to reduce energy and water consumption, 
increase use of renewable energy sources, and construct 
sustainable facilities. The DON Energy Program evaluates and 
classifies the overall energy and water management 
performance of each installation. Awardees are categorized 
according to SECNAV winners, platinum, gold and blue level 
achievement. 

"I'm extremely proud of the accomplishments these 
commands have made toward energy and water management," 
said Secretary of the Navy Ray Mabus. "Their efforts 
contributed in a significant way to the betterment of the 
Department of the Navy and achieving our overall energy 
goals." 

This year's SECNAV Energy and Water Management 
Award winners are: 

 Joint Base Pearl Harbor Hickam, Hawaii: Navy 
Large Shore Category 

 Naval Air Station Signonella, Italy: Navy Small 
Shore Category 

 Marine Corps Base Camp Pendelton, Calif.: Marine 
Corps Large Shore 

 Marine Corps Logistics Base Albany, Ga.: Marine 
Corps Small Shore 

 Naval Undersea Warfare Center Keyport, Wash.: 
Other Shore 

 USS Makin Island (LHD 8): Large Ship 

 USS Philippine Sea (CG 58): Medium Ship 

 USS Klakring (FFG 42): Small Ship 
Secretary Mabus will present the awards in a ceremony at 

the U.S. Navy Memorial & Naval Heritage Center Oct. 3. 
Secretary Mabus announced the winners in an ALL Naval 

Message (ALNAV 054/12). The accomplishments of these 
awardees supports the SECNAV's 2009 Energy Goals to 
improve combat capabilities and energy security, which can 
help bring economic growth to the nation through the 
development of alternative and renewable energy. 
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PERSONNEL: 
16. House OKs Limits On Schools Recruiting Vets 
(NAVY TIMES 11 SEP 12) ... Rick Maze 

The House voted Tuesday to prevent schools that accept 
GI Bill benefits from paying bounties for recruiting students. 

In a move aimed at aggressive recruiting in the for-profit 
school industry that could spill over to other schools, the 
House passed HR 4057, a comprehensive veterans bill that 
includes a section that would prohibit payment of a 
commission, bonus or any other tangible benefit for either 
recruiting a student or providing financial aid to a student. 

Schools that provide bonuses or compensation would be 
barred from receiving GI Bill tuition and fee payments, 
meaning that veterans attending the schools would have to pay 
the costs themselves. Most veterans would not enroll in the 
schools, House aides said. 

The bill includes a lengthy section aimed at trying to 
make veterans education benefits more consumer-friendly, 

mostly by collecting more information to make it easier for 
students to compare schools and by creating a formal process 
for students to file complaints. 

Among the information students would get: tuition and 
fees for each school, median student-loan debt, loan default 
rate, enrollment and graduation rates, rates of students who 
pass license or certification tests after training for the tests, 
career counseling and job placement help, availability of 
academic and technical support, and whether a school accepts 
academic credits awarded from a proprietary for-profit 
institution. Most of this information could be available on the 
internet, either at the Veterans Affairs Department website or 
via links on VA’s website. 

The Senate Veterans’ Affairs Committee is scheduled to 
pass similar legislation Wednesday morning. 
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17. GAO Calls For Better Screening Of Military Special-Needs Children 
(STARS AND STRIPES 11 SEP 12) ... Erik Slavin 

YOKOSUKA NAVAL BASE, Japan — Ineffective 
screening of military families with special-needs children is 
straining resources at overseas U.S. base schools, according to 
a General Accountability Office report. 

The GAO report also concluded that a lack of uniform 
benchmarks across the services made it difficult to gauge the 
performance of exceptional family member programs, which 
started with the Army in 1978 and spread to the other services. 

Servicemembers and civilians who have children with 
special needs are required to get an educational and medical 
screening before relocating. However, senior officials with the 
Defense Department’s recently established Office of Special 
Needs say only half of qualifying military families enroll their 
children in the assessment program. 

Of DODEA’s approximately 85,000 students worldwide, 
10,212 children are receiving special education. 

“Each year, some military families with children with 
special educational needs are sent to locations that are not 
prepared to serve their children’s needs upon arrival,” the 
GAO study noted. 

It cited three primary reasons: the military overrides the 
school system’s screening recommendation, the 
servicemember gets approved for one station and is reassigned 
elsewhere, or the screening procedure fails to measure the 
severity of the child’s needs. 

School officials in Naples, Italy, said that of 44 students 
with special needs who showed up in recent years, only four 
had been screened. 

While reasons for not enrolling in the program vary, one 
likely culprit is the disparity in medical and educational 
services available at different bases. A screening decision — 
whether a parent agrees with it or not — could prevent a 
servicemember from moving on to an assignment that might 
be key to promotion prospects. 

Office of Special Needs officials “believe that a fair 
number of families intentionally opt not to enroll in the 
[exceptional family member] program because some are 

concerned that enrollment may adversely affect 
servicemembers’ careers,” the report said. 

The most prevalent special education services include 
speech and language therapy, developmental delays and 
learning disabilities. More severe disabilities may require 
unprepared schools to overload therapists with new cases or 
shift funding from other departments, according to the report. 

A Navy special needs program official told the GAO that 
improperly screened children could cost the military up to 
$100,000 per incident. 

GAO investigators met with officials from 15 schools and 
conducted 22 focus group meetings with parents. 

Overseas site visits included Ramstein and Spangdahlem 
air bases, and Army garrisons Baumholder and Kaiserslautern 
in Germany. Investigators also visited a Navy installation in 
Naples and conducted a video teleconference with a school at 
Yokosuka Naval Base in Japan. 

Parents told investigators that the quality of services they 
received in DOD schools was generally superior to those 
found in U.S. public schools. However, parents in the majority 
of focus groups said they had difficulty obtaining services, 
especially at overseas schools. 

DOD officials partially agreed with the GAO’s 
recommendations on setting servicewide benchmarks and 
tightening oversight. The Office of Special Needs is in the first 
year of an analysis that would eventually set those 
benchmarks, according to the response. 

While the Office of Special Needs won’t gain enhanced 
enforcement authority — as the GAO recommended — the 
office can report non-compliance to the appropriate assistant 
secretary of defense. 

Charles Milam, director of DOD military community and 
family policy, wrote that the study’s small sample size of 
parents “indicated the need for caution in drawing conclusions 
about accessibility of services,” according to an August 
memo. 
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18. Assistant Secretary Of The Navy Speaks In Hawaii On 9/11 
(KHON FOX HONOLULU 11 SEP 12) 

The Assistant Secretary of the Navy met with sailors and 
marines at Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam Tuesday morning. 

In an all hands address Juan Garcia spoke about the 
objectives and policies of the 21st century Sailor and Marine 
Initiative. 

The nation has never realized this quality of recruit ever 
before," shared Juan Garcia, Assistant Secretary of Navy. "It's 

a year long wait to get in we get the best of the best never been 
tougher to stay in the navy or marine corp as well. This is a 
generation that was defined by the events of 9-11 they want to 
be a part of it they want to be a part of this chapter in history." 

There are five key areas to the initiative, including 
readiness, safety and service. 
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AFRICA: 
19. Nigerian Navy Embraces ICT And Radar Surveillance To Boost Maritime Security, Increase Sea 

Patrols 
(BEEG EAGLE BLOG 09 SEP 12) 

The threat posed by piracy to the economy is increasingly 
assuming new heights. In this report, Eniola Akinkuotu reports 
the latest effort by the Nigerian Navy to tackle the onslaught, 
through improved Information and Communication 
Technology devices, among other initiatives 

As terrorism and crime take new dimensions in the 
country, the Nigerian Navy is working to leave no stone 
unturned in carrying out its statutory responsibilities of 
defending the nation against all forms of maritime threats. 

This is just as piracy in Nigerian waters and the Gulf of 
Guinea as a whole is on the increase and incidents are 
covering over a wider area, according to the International 
Maritime Bureau. 

On Tuesday, MT Abu Dhabi Star, a ship containing 
50,000 metric tonnes of Natural Gas was hijacked by pirates 
off the coast of Nigeria for over eight hours before the navy 
was able to rescue its Indian crew along with the product. 

Similarly, on August 31, 2012, a supertanker MT Energy 
Centurion was attacked by pirates offshore Lome, Togo and 
3,000 metric tonnes of crude oil was stolen and siphoned into 
a vessel before the NN authorities were able to rescue the 
crew. 

According to the IMB report, there were 10 piracy attacks 
off the 780km (485 miles) of Nigeria’s coastline during the 
first quarter this year – the same number reported for the 
whole of 2011.Nigerian naval authorities have, however, said 
there is no cause for alarm as they have increased efforts to 
make sure that crimes along the sea remain at a bare 
minimum. 

One of such efforts is the installation of a new surface 
surveillance system, under its Regional Maritime Awareness 
Capability initiative. The surveillance system, which is a 
United States Navy-inspired coastal surveillance programme, 
uses an automatic identification system and ground-based 
radar and sensors to enhance awareness of maritime activities. 
The project is coordinated by the Africa Partnership Station 
brought together by the United States Government. 

According to NN authorities, such technology has become 
necessary due to the need for timely and accurate 
dissemination of information during operations. 

The NN says such application of information and 
communications technology will definitely enhance command 

and control and ICT will play a very important role in tackling 
some contemporary challenges. 

The system also assists NN authorities in enforcing 
maritime surveillance and preventing illegal activities within 
the country’s maritime domain, diminishing the potential for 
lost national revenue through sea robbery and piracy. 

The Command Information Officer, Western Naval 
command, Lt. Cmdr Jerry Omodara, on a patrol on board West 
Africa’s first locally built seaward defence boat, NNS Andoni, 
says the era of embarking on blind sea patrols was over 

Omodara says the establishment of the RegionalMaritime 
Awareness Centre and coupled with the capability of other 
naval warships; piracy along the nation’s waterways will soon 
be a thing of the past. 

He says, “Routine sea patrols will continue from time to 
time but we no longer embark on blind patrols like before. 
Now we have the RMAC which we could monitor activities at 
sea. This is in conjunction with other maritime stakeholders 
and other navies in West Africa and assistance from United 
States of America. 

“I can assure you that it is working perfectly for us. For 
instance, we can easily see two ships side by side and then go 
and see if any illegal operation or activities are going on 
between them and then make arrests. This is more effective 
than just patrolling the waters without any lead.” 

This year, NN has acquired two vessels; Nigerian Naval 
Ship Thunder and Nigerian Naval Ship Andoni, which he 
says, have contributed to the patrol efforts of the Nigerian 
Navy. The Service is also expecting the delivery of two 
offshore Patrol Vessels and some patrol boats soon. 

The Commanding Officer, NNS Andoni, Commander 
Semiu Adepegba, says the ship could be the key in the fight 
against militants operating near Nigeria’s oil fields as well as 
the growing threat of piracy in the Gulf of Guinea. 

Adepegba notes that with a speed of up to 25 knots 
(46km/h), NNS Andoni could quickly go to intercept the 
pirates. He says, “Andoni was inaugurated on June 1, 2012. 
Initially we started with trials and when we were satisfied with 
its performance, we extended it to 24 hours and then 48 hours 
sometimes. 

“Our main duty is to curb crimes on our waterways and as 
you can see, we arrested one vessel today already. In three 
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months (June to August), we have been to sea about 10 times 
and sometimes, we spend over 24 hours a round. 

“That Andoni was locally built does not make it inferior 
in anyway. In fact, if it is filled with enough fuel, it can patrol 
for as long as four days continuously at sea.” 

Omodara adds that Andoni embarked on sea patrols with 
other warships simultaneously so that no stone would be left 
unturned. “We have other ships patrolling our waterways at 
the same time so that when for instance Andoni is going out to 
sea, another ship will be coming in and vice versa” he says. 

Omodara says President Goodluck Jonathan, laid the keel 
of the second 31-metre defence boat, which is under 
construction at the Nigerian Naval Dockyard, “This is good 
for our Navy as we shall continue to improve on our 
technological development, may be in the near future we shall 
be ripe enough to build an offshore patrol vessel,” he says. 

Aside the sea patrols, he says the U.S. Navy also 
promised to continue to train NN and assist in curbing crimes 
along Nigeria’s waterways. 

It will be recalled that earlier in the year, the American 
Coast Guard; USS Simpson, French Navy; Siroco and British 
Warship HMS Dauntless, berthed in Nigeria for a three-day 
training of the officers of the NN on strategies to secure the 
nation’s numerous waterways. 

While addressing journalists recently, Commander Task 
Force 63 U.S. Navy, Commodore Richard Soucie, said the 
lessons learnt from Somalia and other hot beds in Africa on 
piracy and sea robbery had necessitated the assistance of the 
American government. 

While lauding the efforts of the Nigerian Navy at 
combating sea miscreants, he said that the coming of the 
American warship was a fallout of the need to protect the 
maritime domain. 

“We are here to train Nigerian Navy on port security 
measures, counter piracy and capacity building. It is a fact that 
about 90 per cent of economic activities are carried out 
through the sea. So, it is the interest of the global community 
to ensure that the West African coast if free of pirates and 
other sea criminals” he said. 

When he took over in March this year, the Flag Officer 
Commanding, Rear Admiral Ameen Ikioda , had said that 
there was need for total coverage of Nigeria’s maritime 

domain so that the nation could have total control of the areas 
and make it impregnable to sea robbers and other maritime 
criminals. He also said at that time that the NN was ready to 
provide the needed safety of the maritime environment despite 
several challenges and inadequate platforms. 

Speaking on behalf of Ikioda recently, the Operations 
Officer, Western Naval Command, Commodore Henry 
Babalola, maintained that piracy along the Gulf of Guinea was 
not a Nigerian affair but regional as other navies in West 
Africa were working towards tackling the menace. 

He said the NN was involved in a joint maritime 
operation with the Benin Republic Navy known as ‘Operation 
Prosperity’. He said the operation had drastically reduced the 
menace of piracy and other criminal activities in the waters of 
the two countries, adding that many of the pirates were from 
neighbouring countries. 

He said NN was also partnering with sister agencies, such 
as Nigerian Airforce, Nigerian Army and the Nigerian 
Security and Civil Defence Corpsto reduce sea crimes. 

He said, “We have intensified patrol towards sanitizing 
the nation’s waterways of various forms of illegalities such as 
crude oil theft, illegal oil bunkering, pipeline vandalism and 
outright vandalisation of multi-million dollar government 
facilities located offshore. In the last six months, we’ve been 
able to make progress in addressing the issue of illegal 
refineries. 

“We have also arrested a number of vessels in recent 
times, some of which include, MT Kua and MT Hope which 
were arrested in Escravos River and Chanomi Creek for crude 
oil theft. Both vessels have been forfeited to the Federal 
Government and all seven accused persons on board hope 
were sentenced to eight years in prison. 

“Also, 19 vessels have been arrested for various acts of 
illegality and some have been handed over to the Economic 
and Financial Crimes Commission for prosecution. Some 
include MT Onne, MT B Cupid among others.” 

Babalola assured the international community that despite 
these challenges, investing in Nigeria was worthwhile, just as 
its waterways were safe for the conveyance of goods. 

He added that NN would soon add two more vessels to its 
fleet in order to deter pirates and sea robbers from carrying out 
more attacks. 
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AMPHIBIOUS OPERATIONS: 
20. U.S. War Game Finds Gaps In Navy, Marine Amphibious Ops 
(DEFENSE NEWS 10 SEP 12) ... Christopher P. Cavas 

Conducting an amphibious assault on an enemy-
controlled beach has always been one of the most complex 
forms of warfare. The U.S. Navy and Marine Corps together 
have successfully stormed more beaches than any team in 
history. 

Yet, by its own admission, the team is rusty. 
Not only that, the game is changing. More effective 

weapons fielded by potential adversaries, including long-range 
surface-to-surface missiles in the hands of nongovernment 
actors such as Hezbollah, and new developments in cyber and 
information war fighting are creating a more complex 
environment. The Navy/Marine Corps team, therefore, needs 

to be more flexible to successfully counter increasingly 
sophisticated enemies. 

Many of the gaps were exposed when sea service officials 
held a synthetic war game dubbed Expeditionary Warrior this 
year. The war game was geared to threats and situations that 
might be expected in 2024. Set among several fictional nations 
in West Africa, the game highlighted a number of problems, 
particularly in the command-and-control area, that need to be 
addressed. 

Gamers used several advanced concepts still under 
development, including Air-Sea Battle and the Joint 
Operational Access Concept from the Pentagon, and analysis 
from the Corps’ Amphibious Capabilities Working Group. 
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The application of at least a dozen other concepts also was 
studied, all under the umbrella of the anti-access/area-denial 
(A2/AD) strategy — the effort to penetrate a defended area 
and deny its use to an enemy. 

However, an unclassified assessment of the war game by 
Marine Corps Combat Development Command (MCCDC) 
noted that “Expeditionary Warrior exposed numerous gaps 
and opportunities in doctrine, concepts, capabilities and 
capacity for joint force operations in an A2/AD environment.” 

But while “potential solutions are as complex as the 
problems themselves,” according to the assessment, game 
results also reflect “a golden opportunity” for the Corps and its 
Navy partner to shape themselves into a “responsive, agile and 
lethal force.” 

Better Command Setup 
The war game was part of a larger series of exercises and 

events meant to reintroduce the Navy and Marine Corps after 
more than a decade of wars. 

Exercise Bold Alligator, a large-scale series of maneuvers 
held last winter off the mid-Atlantic coast, was the first major 
effort by the services to simulate a major amphibious assault 
since the post-9/11 wars began. The effort focused on 
rebuilding expertise in today’s forces, which include 
thousands of Marines who have never been on board a ship. 

Expeditionary Warrior followed. With 200 participants, 
the game’s “main event” took place in a Washington hotel in 
March and was preceded by 10 months of conferences, 
workshops and planning events, as well as a “classified 
excursion.” Gamers included members of all five U.S. armed 
service branches, the Joint Staff, the Office of the Secretary of 
Defense, U.S. Central Command, U.S. Special Operations 
Command and 14 partner nations. 

The game exposed a need to reconcile Marine Corps and 
Navy operational doctrines, and the assessment noted 
“interoperability challenges” among Navy, Marine and special 

operations forces, including the need to clarify command 
relationships. 

“The level where this really is working out is at Marine 
expeditionary brigade (MEB)-level operations,” Lt. Gen. 
Richard Mills, MCCDC commander, said in a Sept. 6 
interview. 

An MEB generally consists of more than 10,000 Marines 
and includes aircraft and vehicles. 

“We are very comfortable with our command 
relationships and how you do Marine expeditionary unit 
(MEU)-size operations,” Mills said, referring to the standard 
2,500-Marine unit that regularly deploys aboard amphibious 
ships. 

“Now ... as you begin to make the distances much 
[farther] than they have been because of distributed operations 
— because of increasing threats — command-and-control 
relationships become very clear. Those are issues we have to 
work on with the Navy,” Mills said. 

He noted that future operations could be much larger than 
the humanitarian relief or evacuation operations of recent 
years. “They’re going to be larger-scale operations in which 
we have to be sure that we integrate carrier strike groups and 
larger amphibious formations into one single naval fight.” 

More large-scale exercises are planned to continue the 
evolution of war-fighting concepts, Mills said. A synthetic 
Bold Alligator will be held in 2013 — the exercise alternates 
every year between full-scale, live operations and simulated 
maneuvers — and Exercise Dawn Blitz in June along the 
southern California coast will execute many of the concepts 
outlined in Expeditionary Warrior. 

And the large Rim of the Pacific exercise in summer 2014 
will include a deployable MEB command unit. 

“What we need to do now,” Mills said, “is use large 
exercises like that and work with the Navy to test out the 
changes and experiments and keep pushing forward.” 
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SHIPBUILDING: 
21. Navy Arms Buyer Sees Funding Challenges For Shipbuilding 
(REUTERS 11 SEP 12) ... Andrea Shalal-Esa 

WASHINGTON -- The U.S. Navy will run out of money 
in January or February for the refueling of the USS Theodore 
Roosevelt aircraft carrier, unless Congress enacts a special 
measure to allow the work to continue, the Navy's top arms 
buyer told lawmakers on Tuesday. 

Sean Stackley, assistant secretary of the Navy, outlined a 
series of funding problems facing Navy shipbuilding, 
including Congress' failure to pass a budget for fiscal 2013, 
which begins October 1, and automatic additional spending 
cuts to start taking effect in January. 

The budget crisis threatened to delay shipbuilding 
programs and raise the cost of several shipbuilding programs, 
but could also undermine ongoing efforts to stabilize orders 
for U.S. shipbuilders and their suppliers, Stackley told a 
House Armed Services subcommittee hearing. 

President Barack Obama and lawmakers have until the 
end of the year to resolve a number of fiscal issues, including 
whether to renew expiring income tax cuts for tens of millions 
of Americans, and how to avert $109 billion in automatic 

budget cuts under "sequestration," of which half would hit 
defense. 

Stackley said sequestration would result in an estimated 
10 percent cut to shipbuilding accounts, jeopardizing the 
Navy's ability to put all the ships planned under contract in 
fiscal 2013, barring approval of additional funds. 

"There's an operational impact, there's a cost impact, 
there's disruption at the shipyard impact," he said, adding, 
"The shipyards are going to have to make some adjustments in 
terms of their capacity, their level of efficiency, given the 
near- and longer-term projections," Stackley said. 

He said his greatest concern focused on aircraft carriers, 
which are built and refueled by Huntington Ingalls Industries. 
He said the Navy was working closely with Congress to 
ensure continued funding to complete the Roosevelt refueling 
and complex overhaul (RCOH), which is due to be done by 
next June. 

U.S. lawmakers are expected to pass a continuing 
resolution, or six-month temporary funding measure that will 
extend fiscal 2012 spending levels through March 2013. 
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Since fiscal 2012 already did not include funding for the 
Roosevelt refueling, lawmakers would need to enact a special 
measure that allowed the Navy to spend the additional $135 
million needed to complete that work, Stackley said. 

Another specific measure would be needed to allow work 
to start on a new project, the refueling of CVN 72, the USS 
Abraham Lincoln, Stackley said, noting that temporary 
funding measures typically ban funding for any new projects. 

The House Appropriations Committee on Monday 
unveiled a continuing resolution that did not include either 
measure for the carriers. Lawmakers are reluctant to include 
individual program fixes for fear of opening the floodgates for 
a whole series of such measures, according to congressional 
aides. 

A similar situation occurred in 2005, requiring Congress 
to pass stand-alone legislation, Stackley noted. 

The former congressional aide also aired concerns about 
the long-term outlook for amphibious ships built by 
Huntington Ingalls, and auxilliary ships, built by NASSCO, a 
unit of General Dynamics Corp, given possible gaps in 
shipbuilding orders in future years. 

"We have to start planning for it today so that we don't go 
down some irreversible path in the meantime that would harm 
our industrial base," he said. 

Stackley said the Navy also faced possible shortfalls in 
paying for maintenance of existing ships, given that some of 
that work has been funded in recent years by a special wartime 
supplemental budget. The Pentagon now plans to wind down 
the wartime budgets and wrap those costs into the base budget. 
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22. Work Begins On Next Aegis Guided Missile Destroyer 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 11 SEP 12) 

PASCAGOULA, Miss. -- Ingalls Shipbuilding has started 
fabrication on the Navy's next Aegis guided missile destroyer, 
the John Finn (DDG 113), at its Pascagoula shipyard. 

Huntington Ingalls Industries officials said Tuesday that 
the ship is the 29th Arleigh Burke-class destroyer built at 
Ingalls. 

The start of fabrication means 100 tons of steel have been 
cut for DDG 113. Ingalls uses robotic cutting machines to 
ensure the steel is cut and fabricated to exact Navy 
specifications. 

John Finn is expected to be delivered to the Navy in the 
third quarter of 2016. 

Ingalls also has a contract to build a 30th destroyer, Ralph 
Johnson (DDG 114), with start of fabrication scheduled for 
2013. 

DDG 113 is named to honor John Finn, a Medal of Honor 
recipient. During the attack on Pearl Harbor in 1941, Finn, a 
chief aviation ordnance man, used a machine gun at the former 
Kanoehe Bay Naval Air Station to fire at Japanese aircraft for 
two hours during the attack. He remained on duty for 18 hours 
despite receiving as many as 21 wounds. He retired as a 
lieutenant in 1956. He died in 2010. 

Ingalls has delivered 28 DDG 51 ships to the U.S. Navy. 
The company's 28th ship, William P. Lawrence (DDG 

110), was commissioned on June 4, 2011, in Mobile, Ala. 
The Arleigh Burke-class Aegis guided missile destroyer 

features offensive and defensive weaponry including 
Tomahawk cruise missiles and a 5-inch gun, as well as sonar 
and two helicopters. It is capable of speeds in excess of 30 
knots and can fight simultaneous air, surface and subsurface 
battles. 
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MISSILE DEFENSE: 
23. U.S. Missile-Defense System Needs Upgrade, Council Says 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 11 SEP 12) ... Tony Capaccio 

A $34 billion system of ground- based interceptors in 
Alaska and California to defend the U.S. against a potential 
missile attack by North Korea or Iran needs to be upgraded, 
the National Research Council said. 

In a report requested by Congress, the research 
organization called today for adding faster, smaller weapons 
and building a third site in a northeastern state, an expansion 
that has been sought by Republican lawmakers. 

Boeing Co. manages the system of 26 Orbital Science 
Corp. interceptors at Fort Greely, Alaska, and four at 
Vandenberg Air Force Base in California armed with 
Raytheon Co. hit-to-kill warheads. The system hasn’t had a 
successful test intercept since December 2008. 

Improvements in the costly system “‘will take time, 
money and careful testing, but unless this is done,” it “will not 
be able to work against any but the most primitive attacks,” 
according to the Washington-based council, part of the 
National Academies. The system “can, if it works as designed, 
deal successfully with the initial threats from North Korea,” 

according to the report, which examined many phases of 
missile defense. These included now-defunct Pentagon 
programs to hit a missile shortly after launch, in its so-called 
boost phase. 

The council also examined the Obama administration’s 
“European Phased Adaptive Approach” that revised a Bush 
administration plan to place missile interceptors in Poland and 
radar in the Czech Republic as a hedge against Iranian 
intercontinental ballistic missiles. 

‘Right Track’ 
The group praised the Pentagon’s Missile Defense 

Agency, as well as the Army and Navy, for appearing to be 
“on the right track” developing mobile ground and sea-based 
programs such as the Lockheed Martin Corp. and Raytheon 
Aegis, Thaad and advanced Patriot systems to protect 
deployed U.S. troops and allies overseas or in combat zones. 

Developed and deployed with limited objectives such as 
“dealing with an early generation North Korean threat of very 
limited numbers and capability,” the U.S.-based system has 
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shortcomings that limit its effectiveness against “even 
modestly improved” North Korean missiles and potential 
Iranian weapons, the council said. 

The U.S.-based system could be modified at an 
“affordable cost” and in time to blunt potential North Korean 
and Iranian missile improvements, the report found, citing the 
Missile Defense Agency’s prior development programs as 
laying the groundwork. 

‘More Capable’ 
The council recommended replacing the current Raytheon 

warheads with a “heavier, more capable” version that has 
improved on-board sensors. The most advanced Raytheon 
warheads cost about $39 million apiece, according to the 
report. 

Richard Lehner, spokesman for the Missile Defense 
Agency, said in an e-mailed statement that the deployed 
system “provides an effective defense of the homeland against 
the type of limited long-range threat we could face from North 
Korea and Iran.” The agency hasn’t been directed by the 
Pentagon to replace the existing interceptor, he said. 

An additional missile defense site equipped with new 
interceptors would improve the U.S.’s capability to protect the 
continent, including Canada, “against the sort of threat that 
can prudently be expected to emerge from North Korea or Iran 
over the coming decade or so,” the council said. 

The report boosts efforts by House and Senate 
Republicans to establish a northeastern U.S. interceptor site. 
The House- passed defense authorization bill includes the 
provision; the version awaiting a Senate floor vote doesn’t. 
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CONGRESS / BUDGET: 
24. Bill To Avoid Government Shutdown Would Keep Federal Pay Freeze Intact 
(WASHINGTON POST 12 SEP 12) ... Eric Yoder 

A temporary spending measure before the House would 
lift the threat of a partial government shutdown while keeping 
federal employee salaries frozen at least until April. 

The "continuing resolution" would fund government 
programs, generally at about current levels, from the start of 
the new fiscal year, Oct. 1, through March 27. It's set for 
consideration Wednesday in the House Rules Committee, and 
a full House vote is planned by week's end. The Senate would 
most likely take up the issue next week. 

Continuing the federal employee salary rate freeze - 
which also would apply to members of Congress - was 
expected, given that President Obama recently recommended 
paying no raises for the duration of the stopgap measure. 

The administration favors granting a 0.5 percent across-
the-board raise once the measure expires. Unions have called 
for making the increase retroactive to the start of 2013, while 
the House has voted several times against any raise in 2013. 
That issue would be decided later. 

Salary rates have not been increased since January 2010, 
though employees have remained eligible for raises for 
performance, on promotion, or on successfully completing 
waiting periods. 

"It is absolutely unfair to federal employees to delay the 
pay raise until the expiration of the CR," American Federation 
of Government Employees president J. David Cox said in a 
statement. "Federal employees bear no responsibility for the 
inability of the House and Senate to reconcile their 
appropriations bills prior to the expiration of the fiscal year. 
Moreover, this delay would have virtually no fiscal budgetary 
savings, but it will extend the hardship, particularly of lower-
graded employees, that they have already borne for two 
years." 

Though the measure mostly would continue current 
funding, it provides flexibility for Customs and Border 
Protection to maintain staffing levels, and adds money for 

processing veterans disability claims, nuclear weapons 
modernization, weather satellite launches and other priorities. 

"While it appears that the CR will be passed and a 
government shutdown threat will be averted, the funding 
levels set for federal agencies are inadequate in the long term, 
particularly for the Internal Revenue Service, which has seen 
deep budget cuts, and should be addressed during the lame 
duck session of Congress," Colleen M. Kelley, National 
Treasury Employees Union president, said in a statement. 

The bill also adds funds to develop a central database to 
hold the publicly available financial disclosure forms filed by 
some 28,000 federal officials, many of them senior career 
employees. That was one of the requirements in the Stock Act 
enacted this year, along with an interim step of requiring 
agencies to post those disclosures online. 

The online disclosure requirement was delayed by a 
month and now is to take effect at the end of this month, 
unless delayed again or blocked by a court. A pending lawsuit 
alleges that widespread disclosure would expose affected 
employees to identity theft and other crimes; currently, while 
those forms are publicly available they generally must be 
requested individually. A central database, which is to be 
publicly searchable, is not expected to be operative for at least 
a year. 

The continuing resolution is needed because none of the 
regular appropriations bills for the coming fiscal year have 
been enacted. Many government operations would have to 
shut down until a new spending authority was enacted, a threat 
that arose several times last year in budgetary showdowns. 

House Appropriations Committee Chairman Harold 
Rogers (R-Ky.) called the measure "a good-faith effort to 
provide limited, yet fair and adequate funding for government 
programs and services until March 27 … however, while 
important, this bill essentially punts on the core duty of 
Congress to complete its annual appropriations and budget 
work." 
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25. Marines, Navy March Into 'Fiscal Valley Forge' 
(AOL DEFENSE 12 SEP 12) ... Sydney J. Freedberg Jr. 

PANAMA CITY, FLORIDA -- As budgets tighten, the 
Navy and Marine Corps are looking at a host of ways to save, 
from installing LED lights on ships to slowing vehicle 
purchases to centralizing power on the Chief of Naval 
Operations' staff. 

"We are entering a fiscal Valley Forge, a time of 
austerity," said Ariane Whittemore, the Marine Corps's 
assistant deputy commandant for resources. Her analogy 
invoked George Washington's brutal winter of 1777-1778, 
when the starving Continental Army lost a quarter of its men 
but emerged a leaner, harder force. 

Back in the Revolution, the military was so under-
resourced it couldn't even issue proper boots to all its troops, 
and "their uncovered feet left bloody footprints in the snow," 
Whittemore said Tuesday. Today's resource crunch won't 
literally leave the force bleeding (one hopes), but it will be 
plenty painful all the same. Over a decade of wartime urgency 
and abundant budgets, the military has gotten used to 
abundant, costly gear: The price to equip a single Marine has 
increased sixfold since 2000, Whittemore said. "We expect 
defense spending to continue to decline over the next few 
years," she warned, "yet everything we buy gets more 
expensive." 

Whittemore, a Senior Executive Service official -- the 
civil service equivalent of a general -- spoke Tuesday morning 
at the National Defense Industrial Association's annual 
conference on expeditionary warfare. Her remarks were 
followed, and her message echoed, by two of her uniformed 
peers: Lt. Gen. Richard Mills, the marine's deputy 
commandant, and Vice Adm. William Burke, deputy chief of 
naval operations for warfare systems. 

Burke's powerful position is new. It was created in March 
as part of a major reorganization of the Navy staff whose 
primary purpose was to centralize the authority to make 
painful trade-offs. "It sets up the opportunity in a downward-
trending environment to make trades," Burke said. 

The full list of staff directorates and sub-directorates that 
swapped places is bewildering. The bottom line, though, is 
that Burke's new "Warfare Systems" office, codenamed "N9," 
centralizes authority over buying, manning, and supporting 
Navy weapons, which were previously three separate 
functions: "Instead of trifurcating the process as we've done in 
the past, we've pulled it all together," Burke said. In the past, 
he said, "the only thing that mattered was the cost to buy that 
ship" up front, because the directorate N8 staff that decided 
what ships, planes, and other systems to acquire did not have 
to account for the cost to man and maintain them over their 
years in service -- costs frequently far greater than the initial 
procurement price but which were fobbed off on less powerful 
staff offices. Burke's new organization has the authority, in 
theory, to get its hands around the entire life cycle cost of 
weapons. 

Often, Burke argued, a small investment up front when a 
new ship or other system is built can return big savings down 
the line. He's pressing for new submarines and amphibious 
warfare ships to use energy-efficient fixtures such as LED 
lights instead of conventional lightbulbs. 

Whittemore, too, lauded initiatives to save energy and 
money, like the Marine Corps's move to rechargeable 

batteries: A single battalion in combat goes through 182 
disposable batteries in 24 hours, she said, so switching to 
rechargeables saves $15,000 dollars a day --- and reduces the 
suppy load troops have to haul. 

Whittemore also touted other Marine initiatives in getting 
more combat power for less money, like the Harvest Hawk 
project that straps sensors and missiles on KC-130 cargo 
planes. She also praised the Joint Light Tactical Vehicle 
program to replace the Humvee as "a great example" of 
reining in overly ambitious and unaffordable requirements. 

It was Deputy Commandant Mills who briefed the 
conference on the many compromises in the Marine Corps's 
ground vehicle programs. To make JLTV affordable, the 
Marines and the Army -- which are developing the vehicle 
together -- made tradeoffs on "protection and weight and 
capability," he said. The Marines also cut the number of 
JLTVs they plan to buy, planning to replace only some of their 
Humvees with the new vehicle and overhauling the rest. "The 
Humvee's not going to go away," Mills said. 

Similarly, the corps will have to overhaul hundreds of 
aging Amphibious Assault Vehicles -- armored transports that 
swim from ship to shore and then move inland on tracks, a 
central piece of amphibious operations -- and hang onto them 
until 2030. The original AAV replacement, the Expeditionary 
Fighting Vehicle, was cancelled by then-Secretary of Defense 
Robert Gates in 2011. Now the Marines are working on a 
much more modest system, called the Amphibious Combat 
Vehicle, which is slated to enter production only after the 
Marines have finished buying its JLTVs. Even then, they don't 
expect they will ever be able to afford replacing all their 
existing AAVs with new amphibious armored vehicles, so 
they will mount many troops instead in a less expensive 
Marine Personnel Carrier that will have to be carried ashore 
by landing craft. MPCs won’t be bought until the ACV bill is 
paid. 

"Cost is important," Mills said simply. "You have to buy 
what you can afford." 

The careful sequencing and restrained ambitions of the 
Marine Corps' ground-vehicle programs reflects a grim 
presumption that the budget won't get better for many years to 
come. That's a notable change from the traditional tendency to 
forecast that budgets would conveniently balloon at some 
point in the future."We fool[ed] ourselves into believing we're 
going to buy all that stuff, [but] we're never going to grow that 
much," said Whittemore. "We've got to be realistic in our 
long-term planning." 

Of course, to get to the long term, you have to survive the 
short term, and the automatic cuts called sequestration are still 
on track to start January 2nd. "We are not planning for 
sequestration," Whittemore insisted, echoing the Pentagon 
party line that the law is so rigid that there is no room to 
exercise discretion. 

Added Burke, "I don't know what's going to happen with 
sequestration, but it is the law of the land." Even if Congress 
manages to repeal it, he added, "I can't believe we will not 
have some funding cut" -- beyond, that is, the cuts already 
planned. 
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OUTREACH: 
26. Setting Sail For Buffalo 
First time since '99 it has cruised the lakes 
(BUFFALO NEWS 11 SEP 12) ... Charity Vogel 

ABOARD THE USS DE WERT - The Navy has arrived. 
The moment came shortly after 4 p.m. Tuesday, when the 

USS De Wert, a veteran Navy frigate that has seen duty 
fighting piracy and terrorism around the world, pulled up to a 
dock in Lackawanna. 

Framed by cheery sprays of water from the welcoming 
Buffalo fireboat Edward M. Cotter, and the sparkle of sunlight 
on the city's skyline, the sight was striking. 

It was also historic. 
The USS De Wert's passage across Lake Erie on Tuesday, 

from Ashtabula, Ohio to Buffalo, was the first time a Navy 
frigate has cruised the lakes since 1999 - and the start of the 
war on terrorism around the globe. 

"This is the first time since 1999 that a ship of this class 
has been here," said Rear Adm. Gregory M. Nosal, 
commander of the U.S. Navy's Carrier Strike Group Two. 

"It's phenomenal to be here. It's fantastic. Buffalo is the 
best city." 

The De Wert came to Buffalo to be a major part of Navy 
Week - a celebration that will run from today through Monday 
morning, to mark the bicentennial of the War of 1812. 

That milestone, the return of a Navy warship of the De 
Wert's stature to a Great Lakes city port, seemed especially 
fitting because it came on the 11th anniversary of the 9/11 
attacks. 

Throughout the day, as the De Wert passed along the lake 
shore from Ohio to New York at speeds ranging up to 27 
knots, the ship's crew made periodic announcements to remind 
listeners of the timing of events on the morning of Sept. 11, 
2001. 

In the afternoon, an 11-gun salute, marking the 11th 
anniversary of the attacks, was fired from the decks of the 
ship, which was commissioned in 1983. 

"This is Sept. 11," said Nosal. "So we want to make sure 
that we remember those that didn't make it out." 

As a sign of the new post-9/11 world that the De Wert 
inhabits, armed Navy security personnel in blue-and-gray 
camouflage uniforms occupied positions around the ship 
during the 6½-hour cruise, and patrolled the docks and 
waterways around the craft at various points during the day. 

Security at the Navy Week ship tours is expected to be 
tight, with the Navy conducting a security checkpoint at the 
Buffalo and Erie County Naval & Military Park for all those 
wishing to tour the four ships that are scheduled to be in town 
for the week of events. 

The De Wert will remain tied up at the Lackawanna 
terminal for Navy Week, and tours are only available by 
passing through the security review at the Naval Park and then 
traveling to the frigate on shuttle buses. 

The other ships slated for Navy Week are the Canadian 
naval vessel Ville de Quebec, the U.S. Coast Guard Cutter 
Katmai Bay, and the USS Hurricane. 

Already by shortly after 5 p.m. Tuesday, the De Wert had 
been joined at the pier at Lackawanna's Gateway Terminal by 
the Ville de Quebec, which was adorned with a large red 
maple leaf on its port side and flying an enormous Canadian 
flag. 

The two ships had briefly come abreast in mid-Lake Erie, 
before the American vessel steamed ahead and made port first. 

The Katmai Bay, which also will be open for tours during 
Navy Week, will be located in the Naval Park area. 

The USS Hurricane did not accompany the De Wert to 
Buffalo as planned on Tuesday because of some problems 
with a generator that kept the smaller vessel in Detroit, where 
the two ships had just concluded a Navy Week visit, according 
to Nosal, the admiral. 

"She may be a little late," Nosal said, of the Hurricane. 
"But overall the impact will be minimal." 

Special guests on board the De Wert on Tuesday - ship 
motto: "Daring, Dauntless, Defiant" - as it traveled from 
Ashtabula to Buffalo included the mayor of Lackawanna, City 
of Buffalo officials, and a party from the Naval Park. 

Marina Woolcock, chair of the committee at the Naval 
Park that worked with the Navy to coordinate the historic 
week of ship visits, called Tuesday the culmination of a year 
and a half of planning and preparation by many people in 
Buffalo. 

"This has been a great experience," Woolcock said. "I've 
been very pleased with all the volunteers, all the people who 
have stepped forward." 

"And now the Navy's here!" Woolcock marveled. "This is 
going to go really well. It's just pulling together. The Navy's 
been great at working with us." 

Nearby, Lackawanna Mayor Geoffrey Szymanski 
concurred. 

"It's a once in a lifetime opportunity," he said. "As far as I 
know, a U.S. Navy ship has never pulled into Lackawanna's 
port - and I'm on it." Szymanski joked that he had spent "four 
years in the Navy - and this is my first time on a ship!" 

Also riding along were 14 students from the Western New 
York Maritime Charter School. The students were working on 
earning a "sea cruise ribbon," as well as gaining valuable 
insights into military careers and the capabilities of a modern 
warship, said Lt. Col. Larry Astyk, head of the school. 

"This is their chance to actually see it," Astyk said. 
One student who seemed impressed with the events of the 

day - enough to contemplate a future Navy or military career - 
was Andrea Frey of Lockport. 

The 17-year-old senior at Maritime said that she had been 
considering a military career - perhaps in the Air Force - but 
that the day on board the De Wert had led her to also think 
about the Navy. 

"Now I'm thinking of the Navy more," Frey said. "It's all 
the traveling - I really like the idea of seeing the world." 
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Frey said that she had never been on a ship or boat before 
Tuesday, but now had a new appreciation for the experience. 

"I didn't get sick, even though I thought I would," she 
said. "Seeing so many people on the ship has really opened my 
eyes to so many things. I've learned so much." 

Buffalo marks the last stop of the De Wert in the United 
States on its 1812 tour, which has spanned 15 ports of call. 

Tony Diina of the Buffalo Naval Park party called the 
city's prominent position on the Navy's 1812 schedule of 
events a coup for Western New York - and a "spectacular" 
moment for the city to enjoy. 

"I compare this to the Pan-Am celebrations in 1901," 
Diina said. "We're looking forward to hosting the Navy in 
Buffalo. The community has been so supportive - it's been 
great." 

One officer onboard the ship, Josh Paulaitis, a 
Jacksonville, Fla. resident, said that he was looking forward to 
spending a week in Buffalo. 

"The Great Lakes cruise is awesome for us," said 
Paulaitis, a 27-year-old communications officer on the De 
Wert. "Here people are like, 'Thank you for your service.' 
Buying us meals, buying us drinks. 

"At first we didn't know what to expect, pulling in. But in 
all of the ports we've pulled into, there's usually huge 
response. It's fun for us to watch." 

In recent years, the De Wert has seen service around the 
Horn of Africa, including counter-piracy efforts. The ship 
participated in the 2011 rescue of the Montecristo, an Italian 
cargo ship, from Somali pirates. 

Within the past two years, crew members said, the De 
Wert also has visited Crete, Africa, the Seychelles, Tanzania 
and Mauritius. 

And although Nosal began the day's events with a joke 
about the De Wert's newest port of call - "We've all seen the 
advertisements," he said at one point, "Join the Navy, see 
Buffalo!" - he was quick to lavish praise on the city. 

"The thing about Buffalo is, the people involved in the 
planning have been excellent," the admiral said. "People have 
been warm and gracious, in allowing us to come here. 

"It's a goal of Buffalo, to learn about the Navy - and it's 
also a goal of the Navy, to learn about Buffalo." 

Broadcast Clip - Ships Coming Into Port For Navy 
Week 

(WIVB CBS BUFFALO 11 SEP 12) Diana Fairbanks 
A fleet is converging on Buffalo to help mark the 

bicentennial of the War of 1812. 
For the first time, Navy Week is coming into port in 

Buffalo. Six hundred visiting Sailors will take part in the six 
days of events that will include demonstrations, concerts and 
tours. 

Jessica Klein said, "I think it's really cool and really big." 
Lt. Victor Aponte of the U.S. Navy said, "I've seen ships 

come in for New York Fleet Week and they came in this way 
in Boston, but not this wet before though." 

It's clear something special is sailing into Buffalo. 
Eileen Klein added, "It really is an emotional thing to see 

the ship come in. You see everyone here, they're in their 
uniforms. It's a really moving experience." 

USS De Wert Cdr. Charles Thomas said, "You'll have the 
opportunity to come see where we land our helicopters, where 
we eat lunch at, which we call "chow," the terminology in the 
Navy. You'll go up to the bridge, to the combat to see how we 
fight our wars, where we draw our ships, and give you a 
unique example of what we do on an everyday basis." 

The Queen City is the final stop on the Navy's 12 city tour 
commemorating the bicentennial of the War of 1812. Despite 
the 200 years since then, one of the Navy's main missions 
remains the same. 

"As the navy did 200 years ago in the War of 1812, we 
were fighting the pirates. We declared war against the mighty 
empire of the British in the War of 1812 to keep the sea lanes 
free. We're doing the same thing to counter piracy today off 
the coast of Africa, off the coast of Somalia you know, 
fighting the pirates and keeping the sea lanes free today 200 
years later," Cdr. Thomas said. 

Navy Week may inspire new generations to do the same 
for years to come. 

Mark Klein said, "I asked the captain to talk to my 
youngest son to see if he'll consider going into the Navy." 

View Clip (RT: 1:38) 
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27. As In 1812, Sailors Are Crucial To Nation's Defense 
(BUFFALO NEWS 10 SEP 12) ... Rear Adm. Gregory Nosal 

America's Navy is our nation's front line in war and in 
peace, operating on, above and below the sea. Its members are 
deployed around the world, protecting our freedom and 
defending our nation's interests every day. 

This year marks the bicentennial of the War of 1812, and 
many of the qualities that shaped and helped the Navy win 200 
years ago still hold true today: the fighting spirit and boldness 
of the Navy's Sailors, the Navy's innovation and technological 
supremacy, the Navy's key role in preserving American 
sovereignty and the direct link between a strong Navy and a 
prosperous America through free world trade. 

The commemoration of the bicentennial of the War of 
1812 is a salute to the Sailors and Marines who fought 
gallantly in that conflict, who served in all of our nation's 
conflicts since and who are defending freedom around the 

world today. And on Sept. 11, we will pay tribute to those who 
lost their lives in one of the darkest days of U.S. history. 

The Navy has honored those who lost their lives in that 
tragedy with the USS New York, which is one of the three 
amphibious assault ships named after places attacked on Sept. 
11, 2001. The steel in their bows is salvaged and reformed 
steel from the World Trade Center's twin towers. 

The Navy's tradition continues today, with the USS 
Buffalo, which is forward deployed conducting training and 
readiness exercises with our international partners. 

The Navy has never been more in demand. We face a 
terrorist network that has attacked our country before, and 
vows to do so again. Unstable regimes are developing nuclear 
weapons. Rising powers have begun military buildups to 
match their economic growth. Weak and failed states create 
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havens for groups that seek to do us harm, such as al-Qaida in 
Afghanistan and pirates in Somalia. 

Climate change is creating new conflicts, as melting in the 
Arctic generates disputes over shipping lanes and oil supplies 
previously locked in ice. 

The Navy is fast, flexible and, by its very nature, ready 
and operating forward. Our ships, submarines and aircraft can 
go anywhere on the sea on short notice. We can fight or 
provide aid for a humanitarian crisis like the devastating 
earthquake and tsunami that struck northern Japan last year, or 
the earthquake that ravaged Haiti in 2010. 

This week is Navy Week in Buffalo, your opportunity to 
visit Navy ships and meet the Sailors who are on watch every 
minute of every day. In today's world, our Navy must operate 
forward and always be ready. This requires war fighters who 
are highly trained, highly motivated and courageous. In 1812, 
the Navy was crucial; in 2012, it is vital. 

Rear Admiral Gregory Nosal, Commander Carrier Strike 
Group Two, is responsible for the Commemoration 
Bicentennial of the War of 1812 in Buffalo this week. 
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28. Austin's Ties To The Navy 
(AUSTIN (TX) AMERICAN STATESMAN 11 SEP 12) ... Rear Adm. James J. Shannon 

The United States is a maritime nation, bounded by 
oceans on both sides. Consider that water covers about 70 
percent of the Earth's surface. About 80 percent of the world's 
population lives near the sea, and about 90 percent of all world 
trade by volume travels by sea. In other words, what happens 
on the sea matters to our nation. 

Even when our nation was small and only lined the East 
Coast, our Founding Fathers recognized the importance of a 
well-equipped Navy, going so far as to codify it in the first 
article of the U.S. Constitution. Today, U.S. Navy ships, 
submarines and aircraft patrol the seas; ready to take the fight 
to any adversary when called upon. But even when not 
defending against enemies, the U.S. Navy plays a critical role 
in support of the American way of life – guaranteeing free and 
unfettered access to the world's waterways. 

The United States as a whole, and Texas specifically, are 
increasing exports with aggressive goals, which will be critical 
to spurring economic growth. By ensuring the world's oceans 
are safe and open for U.S. commerce, the U.S. Navy plays a 
crucial role. 

With export revenues of $251 billion in 2011, few states 
are as reliant on access to the global marketplace as Texas, 
and more than a quarter of all manufacturing workers in the 
state depend on exports for employment. Eleven metropolitan 
areas in Texas exported more than $1 billion in merchandise 
in 2010 — the Austin metro area alone was responsible for 
$8.9 billion in exports. Though 51 of the Fortune 500 ranked 
companies are based in cities in Texas, 93 percent of Texas 
companies that export merchandise were small and medium-
sized. 

The importance the Navy plays through making the 
waterways safe for exports is critical to the state and national 
economy. Our Navy's job has always been big. The President's 
national security strategy emphasizes our commitment in the 
Asia-Pacific and Middle East regions, vast, maritime areas of 

the world ideally suited for naval operations and in which the 
Navy maintains a robust presence. 

Our nation will always face diverse challenges. Rising 
powers have begun military buildups to match their economic 
growth. Weak and failed states create havens for groups that 
seek to do us harm, such as Somali pirates. Climate change is 
creating new conflicts as Arctic melting foments disputes over 
shipping lanes and oil supplies previously locked in ice. 

The Navy is ideally suited for this kind of world because 
the Navy is fast, flexible and by its very nature, ready to 
operate forward. Unlike land forces, the high seas are open to 
all nations and maritime forces to ensure we have unfettered 
access to most any point on the globe where we have interest 
to take action. It was aircraft carrier-launched aircraft that first 
attacked al-Qaida in Afghanistan (a land locked country) 
shortly after the Sept. 11 attacks. 

Our Navy's forward presence underpins the security and 
stability we desire in our world, and today will allow us to 
refocus American foreign policy on the Asia Pacific, the 
world's fastest growing region. 

More than 70 years ago our nation was at odds with Japan 
in that region, and our security as a nation was threatened. 
Today, the National Museum of the Pacific War is dedicated 
to perpetuating the memory of the battles fought there under 
the leadership of a Texan, Adm. Chester Nimitz. This museum 
in Fredericksburg commemorates those who contributed to our 
victory so that they may never be forgotten. 

Like the many Americans who fought in the Pacific in 
World War II, the caliber of today's Sailor remains high, 
including the nearly 42,000 active duty Sailors and 9,100 
reserve Sailors who hail from Texas. It is with today's talent 
on the high seas that America's interests are protected. 

Shannon is commander, Naval Surface Warfare Center, 
and deputy commander for Surface Warfare (SEA 21), which 
is responsible for equipping non-nuclear surface ships with 
the latest technologies. 
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NAVAL ACADEMY: 
29. Naval Academy Ranked No. 1 Public Liberal Arts College For Second Year 
Up-and-coming Maryland colleges still score well in U.S. News ratings 
(BALTIMORE SUN 12 SEP 12) ... Ian Duncan 

The U.S. Naval Academy in Annapolis ranked as the top 
public liberal arts college in the country, pushing its traditional 
rival, the U.S. Military Academy, with which it shared the top 
honors last year, into the No. 2 spot, according to the annual 
U.S. News & World Report rankings. 

"We always compete against West Point and Air Force, 
but first and foremost we're partners," said Cmdr. William 
Marks, a spokesman for the academy. "It's always nice to be 
recognized as being on the top." 

The Naval Academy remained anchored at No. 14 among 
all liberal arts colleges in the annual U.S. News rankings, 
released Wednesday, mirroring the steady performance of 
other Maryland schools. It was also the first pick of high 
school guidance counselors in the liberal arts category. 

The Johns Hopkins University was Maryland's top overall 
performer in the rankings, coming in 13th among national 
universities. It also shared the top spot of guidance counselors' 
picks with a number of Ivy League schools, up from ninth last 
year. 

The University of Maryland Baltimore County and 
Stevenson University carried on long runs high on the up-and-
coming charts for colleges praised by their peers for 
innovation and growth. 

The much-cited and often-criticized U.S. News rankings 
break schools into different groups and are based on a range of 
indicators, including a school's academic reputation, the 
performance of its students, its financial resources and alumni 
giving. For the past three years, a sample of high school 
counselors has been surveyed for the main rankings, and their 
picks are also published separately. 

While the Naval Academy is categorized as a liberal arts 
college, the experience it offers is not like the stereotypical 
liberal arts school in the New England woods. Its 4,400 
students, or midshipmen, pursue an academic degree alongside 
their military education and after graduation typically spend 
five years in the Navy. 

But Marks said that being ranked highly lets prospective 
students know that they should be considering the academy 
alongside the country's top colleges. While the academy has a 
reputation as an engineering school, the combination of 
engineering, liberal arts, language and leadership courses 
means midshipmen receive something akin to a "classical 
renaissance education," Marks said. 

UMBC held on to the top position on the up-and-coming 
university list, although it tied this year with George Mason 
University in Virginia. 

While UMBC is ranked 160th overall, its president, 
Freeman A. Hrabowski III, said the up-and-coming list is a 
measure of which colleges are leading the way for the future. 

"It gets us beyond the traditional notion of prestige," he 
said. 

Asked whether it is time after four years to relinquish the 
top spot to another institution, Hrabowski laughed. 

"We never arrive," he said. "If we are really innovative, 
we are always asking new questions and looking in the mirror 
to ask how we can do better." 

Stevenson was ranked as the third up-and-comer in the 
northern region among regional universities, a designation for 
schools that offer few or no doctoral programs. 

Glenda LeGendre, vice president for public relations and 
marketing at Stevenson, was excited that the school made the 
list for another year. 

"This is an important category," she said. "The other 
schools that are in it are good company. We're proud to be 
amongst them." 

Stevenson has grown aggressively in recent years and is 
focused on developing innovative academic programs, 
LeGendre said. It offers the first fashion design course in 
Maryland and a combined business and technology master's 
program. 

The school fielded a football team for the first time in 
2011 and plans to start a women's ice hockey team next year. 

Dennis O'Shea, a spokesman for Johns Hopkins, said it 
was too early to work out what might have caused the leap in 
the guidance counselor picks, but cautioned against reading 
too much into rankings. 

"Any time that you're counted among the top universities 
in the country, that's a good thing," he said. "It certainly is a 
positive sign that high school guidance counselors think well 
of us, but we always remind everyone who asks that these 
rankings are very blunt instruments. They should not be used 
by students to say, 'I want to go to this college or that 
college.'" 

Elsewhere, the University of Maryland, College Park 
weighed in at 58th among national universities and 19th on the 
list of public universities, but dropped off the up-and-coming 
list. Loyola University Maryland held on to the No. 3 spot 
among regional colleges in the north. 

St. Mary's College of Maryland joined the Naval 
Academy on the list of top public liberal arts schools at No. 5, 
sharing the top non-military school spot with New College of 
Florida. 
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BOOKS: 
30. Former SEAL's Prosecution Unlikely 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 12 SEP 12) ... Julian E. Barnes and Evan Perez 

The Pentagon is likely to recommend against criminal 
prosecution of the former Navy SEAL who wrote a book 
about the Osama bin Laden raid, but is still debating whether 
to pursue civil action against the author, officials said. 

Defense officials appear divided whether to try to punish 
the former SEAL, Matt Bissonnette, short of prosecution. 
Some believe any direct punishment would be 
counterproductive, and the Pentagon should instead focus on 
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emphasizing to other military personnel that unauthorized 
disclosures are unacceptable. 

But other officials believe the best deterrence would be to 
try and punish Mr. Bissonnette by taking the profits from the 
book "No Easy Day" in a civil lawsuit. 

Such a suit could be filed under a federal law that allows 
the government to seek profits or money earned by 
unauthorized disclosure of classified information by people 
who have signed nondisclosure agreements. Mr. Bissonnette 
signed a nondisclosure agreement, Pentagon officials said. 

Jeh Johnson, the Pentagon's general counsel, publicly 
warned Mr. Bissonnette that his book—published Sept. 4—
divulged classified information. However officials have 
differing views of the seriousness of the breach. More 
important, government officials have privately expressed 
skepticism that a prosecution of one of the men who shot bin 
Laden could succeed. 

The case presents a challenge for President Barack 
Obama, especially in light of countervailing political forces: a 
push to crack down on national security leaks, but also a re-
election campaign that cites the killing of bin Laden as one of 
the president's national-security accomplishments. 

The Justice Department has been under pressure from 
Republican lawmakers to prosecute sources of information for 
news stories on important U.S. security initiative, such as the 
use of drones and efforts to counter Iran's nuclear program. 

Some Republicans have accused the White House of 
strategically using leaks to burnish Mr. Obama's image, a 
charge the president and his aides have rejected. Mr. Obama 
has said he wants the Justice Department to vigorously pursue 
leakers. 

In the aftermath of the bin Laden killing, news accounts 
cited anonymous administration officials and officials from 
the agencies involved in the operation to describe many of the 
details that Mr. Bissonnette has written about in his book. 

Mr. Bissonnette, in disguise, appeared on "60 Minutes" on 
Sunday, and some U.S. officials said he acquitted himself 
well, coming off as a hero and avoiding overt political 
comments. Preliminary Defense assessments were that the 
author didn't say anything on television that he hadn't written 
in his book. 

In his own interview with CBS News on Tuesday, 
Defense Secretary Leon Panetta sharply criticized Mr. 
Bissonnette for writing the book, and warned other members 
of the special-operations community not to follow suit with 
newspaper interviews or books. 

"How the hell can we run sensitive operations here that go 
after enemies if people are allowed to do that?" Mr. Panetta 
said. 

Defense officials said that Mr. Panetta hasn't decided 
what recommendations to make to the Justice Department. 

"The Department has made no decision on what it may or 
may not recommend with respect to the material breach of the 
author's nondisclosure agreements with the United States 
Government," said George Little, the Pentagon press 
secretary. "We continue to review our options." 

Nevertheless, Defense officials have all but ruled out a 
criminal prosecution for Mr. Bissonnette. The Justice 
Department would make a final decision, but can't formally 
consider a criminal case without a referral from the Pentagon, 
which outlines the possible breaches of classified secrets. 

Justice Department officials said they don't expect a 
criminal referral from the Pentagon. Still, some officials said 
privately Mr. Bissonnette should face consequences for 
violation of a nondisclosure agreement with the Pentagon and 
his failure to let the department review his manuscript. 

Because he has left the Navy, Mr. Bissonnette cannot be 
called back to service or be given administrative punishment, 
according to military officials. But the Justice Department 
could file a the suit to claim some or all of the book's profits. 

"There is a general sense he should be accountable in 
some form," said a defense official. 

Broadcast Clip - Did Navy SEAL Author Truly 
Breach Confidentiality? 

(NPR 11 SEP 12) Audie Cornish 
The book No Easy Day gives a Navy SEAL's account of 

Osama bin Laden's death, an operation he participated in. It 
can be found on bookstore shelves now — just over a year 
after the raid. One major reason the book came out so quickly 
is that it was not submitted for Pentagon review. Audie 
Cornish talks with attorney Mark Zaid about what that SEAL 
may be up against for skipping the official vetting process. 

Listen To Audio (RT: 4:17) 
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31. Navy Exchange Joins AAFES, Won't Sell Book 
(STARS AND STRIPES 12 SEP 12) ... Chris Carroll 

WASHINGTON – “No Easy Day,” the memoir by a 
former SEAL that the Pentagon says reveals classified 
information, won’t be sold in exchanges on Navy or Marine 
Corps bases either, representatives from both services said 
Monday. 

On Friday, the Army & Air Force Exchange Service, or 
AAFES, had announced a similar decision. 

"The Navy Exchange does not intend to sell the book "No 
Easy Day" since it is believed the book contains potentially 
classified or sensitive information," Navy Exchange 
spokeswoman Kathleen Martin wrote in an email Monday. 

Bryan Driver, a Semper Fit and Exchange Services 
Division spokesman, said the decision was based on the same 
reasoning AAFES used. A spokesman for that agency said the 
Pentagon assertion that the book, which detailed the raid that 
killed Osama bin Laden, had revealed official secrets was 
enough reason not to stock it. 

“We consider the determinations and statements made 
thus far by DOD to be authoritative,” AAFES spokesman Judd 
Anstey said Friday. “The Exchange cannot risk taking part in a 
future dissemination of potentially classified information.” 

Return to Index 
 
 



 31

COMMENTARY: 
32. Why It Matters: Afghanistan 
One in a series examining issues at stake in the election and their impact on people 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 11 SEP 12) ... Robert Burns 

The issue: U.S. troops are still in Afghanistan, nearly 11 
years after they invaded. Why? The answer boils down to one 
word: al-Qaida. The goal is to damage the terrorist group 
enough to prevent a repeat of the 9/11 attacks. 

Where they stand: After nearly tripling the number of 
U.S. troops in Afghanistan in 2009-10, President Barack 
Obama is now pulling them out, aiming to end all U.S. combat 
there by December 2014. Mitt Romney has outlined a broad 
goal for the war — without specifics about troop numbers — 
that is similar to Obama's: Hand over security responsibility to 
the Afghans at a pace that does not risk the country's collapse 
and al-Qaida's return. 

Why it matters: Only small numbers of al-Qaida fighters 
are still in Afghanistan, and their iconic leader, Osama bin 
Laden, is long dead. But the threat they represent is still the 
main reason Americans are still fighting and dying there. 

The logic goes like this: If U.S. and allied forces were to 
leave before the Afghans can defend themselves, the Taliban 
would regain power. And if they were in charge, then al-Qaida 
would not be far behind. 

In that view of what's at stake, al-Qaida would once again 
have a launching pad for attacks on American soil. 

What's often overlooked in that scenario is an answer to 
this question: Why, after so many years of foreign help, are 
the Afghans still not capable of self-defense? And who can 
say when they will get to that point? 

The official answer is 2014. By the end of that year, the 
U.S. and its allies are scheduled to end their combat role. The 

Afghans will be fully in charge, or so it is hoped, and the war 
will be over — at least for Americans. 

So, from an American point of view, what is at stake in 
Afghanistan is avoiding a repeat of 9/11. But it is also true that 
the United States faces threats on other fronts. Some of those 
threats have arisen as a consequence of the U.S. invasion of 
Afghanistan in October 2001, just weeks after the traumatizing 
9/11 attacks. 

Al-Qaida has migrated to other countries such as 
Pakistan, Yemen, Somalia and various spots in North Africa. 

Thus, al-Qaida remains a worry, but its presence in 
Afghanistan does not seem to trouble many Americans. 
Although nearly 2,000 U.S. troops have died in Afghanistan, 
the war is hardly an issue in the presidential campaign. 

It's perhaps a measure of the public's inattention to 
Afghanistan that Defense Secretary Leon Panetta felt it 
necessary to say at a Pentagon news conference that it was 
important to "remind the American people that there is a war 
going on." 

He added, with an allusion to the al-Qaida threat: "Young 
men and women are dying in order to try to protect this 
country." 

The outcome in Afghanistan also is important because of 
the enormous investment in human lives over the past decade. 
To let it unravel and revert to a pre-9/11 Taliban rule would be 
seen by many as dishonoring those sacrifices. 
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33. New Ships Give China's Navy A Stronger Punch 
(JAPAN TIMES 12 SEP 12) ... Michael Richardson 

SINGAPORE — In the latest step in its naval 
modernization and expansion, China recently announced that 
it is accelerating serial production of an advanced destroyer. 
This will tilt the regional balance of power at sea in its favor 
and put it in a stronger position to enforce its sovereignty 
claims over Taiwan and in the South and East China Seas. 

Yet the significance of this development and earlier 
moves to re-shape the Chinese Navy has tended to be 
overshadowed by seemingly more dramatic news about 
China's refurbished Soviet-era aircraft carrier, which has just 
completed its 10th sea trial. The carrier has also had the hull 
number "16" painted near its bow, suggesting that it may be 
closer to being named and commissioned. 

In fact, if the 60,000-ton carrier becomes the nominal 
flagship of the Chinese Navy, it is still quite a way from 
operational readiness. Even in service, it will have a limited 
role, mainly for training and evaluation before the expected 
launch of China's first home-built carriers after 2015. 

Meanwhile, several decades of double-digit growth in 
military spending and improvements in Chinese naval 
engineering are producing a fleet that is primarily focused on 
regional maritime dominance and deterring intervention by the 
United States in any potential conflict over Taiwan or in the 
South and East China seas, where Beijing contests control of 

disputed islands and maritime resources with several 
Southeast Asian countries and Japan. 

The Chinese Navy is "acquiring the hardware it needs to 
prosecute a major regional naval showdown," according to 
Andrew Erickson and Gabe Collins, two leading U.S. analysts 
of Chinese military developments. 

The latest reports in the Chinese media say that the sixth 
destroyer in the Type 052C Luyang II-class has been launched 
and that the shipyard that builds them in Shanghai is laying 
down an average of two hulls per year. 

The Global Times newspaper, controlled by the ruling 
Chinese Communist Party, reported on Sept. 5 that a new 
destroyer under construction in the shipyard in a nearby 
hangar "appears to be the Type 052D, the 052C's successor." 

It said that mass production of the destroyer is "the 
highlight in the second wave of massive (naval) shipbuilding 
after 2000," and that the six Type 052Cs were launched at 
very short intervals since the end of 2010, with at least one of 
them already commissioned this year. 

"As the most sophisticated combat ships, Aegis destroyers 
are commonly referred to as air-defense destroyers equipped 
with phased array radars and modern ship-to-air missiles, 
which enable the ships to provide regional air defence shields 
for the entire fleet," the newspaper reported. 
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The Type 052D is described by Japanese and U.S. 
specialists as a stealthy, 6,000-ton destroyer with 64 vertical 
launch canisters embedded in the hull to enable quick firing of 
anti-air, anti-ship, or land-attack missiles. 

This makes the new Chinese warship somewhat smaller in 
size and firepower than the U.S. Navy's Arleigh Burke-class 
destroyers and Ticonderoga-class guided-missile cruisers. But 
U.S. Naval War College professors Toshi Yoshihara and 
James Holmes, who wrote a book on the growth of China's 
navy, "Red Star over the Pacific: China's Rise and the 
Challenge to U.S. Maritime Strategy," say that the latest 
Chinese destroyer still "packs a punch for localized conflicts 
in Asian waters." 

Taiwan is concerned that Chinese Type 052Ds deployed 
to Pacific waters east of Taiwan in a crisis could work in 
tandem with mainland forces and in effect surround the 
island's air defenses, mounting a threat from all sides to 
Taiwanese planes and missiles. Taiwanese analysts expect 
China to build at least 10 of the Type 052Ds to add to the six 
Type 052Cs, creating a fleet of 16 Aegis-equivalent warships. 

By contrast, Japan and South Korea, the only other Asian 
military powers with such destroyers, have six and three 
Aegis-equipped warships respectively. This would enable the 
Chinese Navy to face any Asian fleet with good prospects of 
success, though not the U.S. Navy. 

In its latest annual report to Congress on the Chinese 
military in May, the U.S. Defense Department said that China 
has the largest force of warships, submarines and amphibious 
vessels in Asia, with almost 80 major surface combatants, 
more than 50 submarines, about 50 amphibious and landing 
ships, and some 85 smaller, missile-armed fast attack craft. 

China has been building and putting into service an 
increasing number of ships that would enable it to achieve its 
objectives in Taiwan and the South and East China seas, by 
force if necessary. 

They are expected to include up to eight 20,000-ton 
amphibious landing ships that can carry as many as 800 
troops, as well as hovercraft, armored vehicles and helicopters. 
At least two of these ships are in service. 

Last month, China commissioned its first Type 056 
corvette, a 1,800-ton warship armed with anti-ship missiles 
and able to operate in relatively shallow waters. Nine more are 
under construction and at least 16 are planned. 

Since 2004, China has also deployed a fleet of about 60 
Houbei-class fast attack missile boats. With catamaran hulls 
made of aluminium and a shallow draft, these vessels appear 
tailor-made to operate in the atoll and reef-strewn disputed 
waters of the South China Sea. 

Yoshihara and Holmes say that the Chinese destroyers, 
frigates, amphibious landing ships, corvettes and Houbei 
missile boats could be used to form expeditionary strike 
groups that would easily outmatch those deployed by 
Southeast Asian navies. Such fleets "would be particularly 
well-suited to seize islands in the South China Sea," they add. 

China's regionally focused military may still be no match 
for U.S. might. But it could clearly overwhelm individual 
Asian rivals and raise the cost of U.S. intervention — perhaps 
to unacceptably high levels. 

Michael Richardson is a visiting senior research fellow at 
the Institute of South East Asian Studies in Singapore. 
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34. Dying For Nothing In Afghanistan? 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 11 SEP 12) ... Roger Hedgecock 

Recently Katherine Willey wrote movingly in these pages 
about her 21-year-old son, trained by the U.S. Navy in 
explosive ordnance disposal and ready to be deployed. 

Her son has been trained to the highest degree of 
proficiency in his challenging specialty but faces in 
Afghanistan an enemy for which no training has been 
provided: murder by our “allies” in the Afghan police and 
military forces. 

To date, 75 American military service members have 
been killed by Afghan soldiers or policemen of the Karzai 
regime – 40 Americans dead at the hands of our “allies” this 
year alone. 

Katherine has reason to worry for the safety of her son 
and we should all worry for our brave military personnel in the 
never-ending war in Afghanistan where American dead 
average one per day. 

For what purpose have these Americans died? At first, 
war aims seemed clear, the sacrifice necessary. 

After the attacks of 9/11/2001, the Afghan Taliban 
government refused to hand over Osama Bin Laden, the 
mastermind of the attack, who was sheltered there. President 
George W. Bush, with the consent of Congress, ordered the 
American military to invade Afghanistan, destroy al-Qaeda, 
and topple the Taliban regime. 

Within a short time, Bin Laden escaped into Pakistan, al-
Qaeda was damaged and scattered but not destroyed, and the 

Taliban regime was toppled but began a long guerrilla war 
against the Western alliance led by the U.S. 

Today, nearly 11 years later, the aims of America’s 
longest war ever are missing in action. Hundreds of billions of 
dollars we did not have are gone. Worst of all, Americans are 
still dying in Afghanistan. 

Last week, in a terse statement like so many these days, 
the Pentagon announced that Pfc. Shane W. Cantu of Corunna, 
Mich., died of shrapnel wounds on Aug. 28 in eastern 
Afghanistan. He was 10 years old when 9/11 happened. 

Afghanistan is the “good war” President Obama 
supported in 2008. The war goes on, but to what end? To build 
a western-style democracy in a primitive, fundamentalist, 
illiterate tribal society? To train an Afghan military capable of 
protecting the opium profits of “President” Hamid Karzai’s 
family and the precious metal mines run by the Chinese? 

President Obama has pledged to withdraw American 
troops at the end of 2014. What will be accomplished to 
justify American deaths between now and then? It turns out 
that Obama has promised Karzai that thousands of American 
troops will stay beyond 2014. 

In retrospect, Bush should have followed his “mission 
accomplished” ceremony by bringing the troops home and left 
the Afghan population to decide its own future, promising that 
if that future included terrorism directed at us, we would be 
back to stop it. 
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Except for the grieving families and friends of our war 
dead, Americans today have largely turned away from this 
war. Puzzled by the drawn-out conflict and the lack of clear 
goals to justify the sacrifice of blood and treasure, feeling 
powerless in the face of bipartisan indifference to this ongoing 
tragedy, Americans have given up thinking about Afghanistan. 

Today, Afghanistan has become, in the words of military 
historian Max Boot, the “Who Cares” war. For the majority of 
Americans not touched by the dying, the war seems hardly to 
be happening at all. 

Marine Lt. Gen. John Kelly is senior military assistant to 
Defense Secretary Leon Panetta. His son, Lt. Robert M. Kelly, 
died in a roadside bomb blast in Afghanistan in 2010. 

In a recent speech, Gen. Kelly lamented that “America as 
a whole today is certainly not at war, not as a country, not as a 
people. Only a tiny fraction of American families fear all day 
and every day a knock at the door that will shatter their lives. 

That knock came last week for the family of Jeremie S. 
Border, a 28-year-old Army Special Forces staff sergeant from 
Mesquite, Texas. 

And it came for the family of Army Staff Sgt. Jonathan P. 
Schmidt, 28, of Petersburg, Va., And for Marine Lance Cpl. 
Alec R. Terwiske, 21, of Dubois, Ind. 

At the political conventions, Gov. Mitt Romney accepted 
his party’s presidential nomination with a speech that did not 
mention Afghanistan. 

One week later, President Obama, the commander in 
chief, accepted his party’s nomination for another term with a 
speech that mentioned Afghanistan once in passing, promising 
again to end the war at the end of 2014 and again neglecting to 
mention his pledge to Karzai to keep American troops in that 
country indefinitely beyond 2014. 

Prolonged war will destroy our republic. In the meantime 
it will needlessly kill the best of this generation. 
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35. The Quiet End Of Don't Ask, Don't Tell 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 12 SEP 12) ... Editorial 

When the "don't ask, don't tell" policy was adopted 20 
years ago to ease a long-standing ban on gays in the military, 
there were predictions that the armed services - and, in turn, 
American civilization - would collapse. The doomsayers 
returned a year ago when the policy was repealed and gays 
were allowed to serve openly. 

What's actually happened in the year since DADT was 
abandoned? 

Nothing remotely disastrous, according to a new study by 
the Palm Center, a research group affiliated with the School of 
Law at the University of California in Los Angeles. The center 
focuses on sexual minorities in the military. 

The research team - which included representatives from 
the U.S. Military Academy, the Naval Academy, the Air Force 
Academy and the Marine Corps War College - found there 
was "no overall negative impact on military readiness or its 
component dimensions, including cohesion, recruitment, 
retention, assaults, harassment or morale." 

Contrary to some predictions, retention and recruitment 
were "unaffected," according to the study, which surveyed 
military leaders and service members, including opponents of 
the repeal. 

Morale was not damaged in units where openly gay 
personnel serve. "In fact," the researchers reported, "greater 
openness and honesty resulting from repeal seem to have 
promoted increased understanding, respect and acceptance." 

And there was no mass exodus from the armed services 
because of the change. There were only two verifiable 
resignations - by chaplains -over the repeal, the researchers 
said. 

The change was greeted in such a matter-of-fact manner 
that there was "no wave of mass disclosures of sexual 
orientation after the repeal." 

There are, undoubtedly, men and women in uniform who 
don't like the repeal, just as there are politicians who would 
like to reinstate a full-scale ban. 

But the change acknowledged a basic fact: Gay people 
have served honorably - and heroically - in the military for 
generations. 

They can now do so without fear of reprisal and, as this 
study indicates, without generating concern among their 
colleagues. 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Panetta To Offer Strategy For Cutting Military Budget 
Panetta's Plan For Budget Cuts Will Detail Shrinking Military 
(NEW YORK TIMES 03 JAN 12) ... Elisabeth Bumiller and Thom Shanker 

WASHINGTON — Defense Secretary Leon E. Panetta is set this week to reveal his strategy that will guide the Pentagon in 
cutting hundreds of billions of dollars from its budget, and with it the Obama administration’s vision of the military that the United 
States needs to meet 21st-century threats, according to senior officials. 

 
2. Obama Signs Defense Bill Despite 'Reservations' 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 31 DEC 11) ... Julie Pace 

HONOLULU -- President Barack Obama signed a wide-ranging defense bill into law Saturday despite having "serious 
reservations" about provisions that regulate the detention, interrogation and prosecution of suspected terrorists. 

 
3. Head Of Navy To Present Overdue WWII Combat Medal 
Carl Clark, 95, of Menlo Park plans to wear his old uniform 
(SAN FRANCISCO BAY CITIZEN 30 DEC 11) ... Scott James 

As they say in the military, they’re bringing out the top brass for this one. 
 

4. 17 Things You Should Know For 2012 
Deployment Length. Job Stability. Uniforms. Your Bosses. All Of These, And More, May Change This Year 
(NAVY TIMES 09 JAN 12) 

1. Uniform Updates 
 

CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
5. CTF Iraqi Maritime Completes Mission And Disestablishes 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 01 JAN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Lewis Hunsaker, Commander, U.S. Naval Forces 
Central Command/Commander, U.S. Fifth Fleet Public Affairs 

MANAMA, Bahrain -- Combined Task Force Iraqi Maritime (CTF IM) declared mission complete and was officially 
disestablished Dec. 31. 

 
6. Republic of Korea Consulate General Visits USS Essex 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 30 DEC 11) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Linda S. Swearingen, USS Essex Public Affairs 

SASEBO, Japan -- The Republic of Korea consulate general and the principal officer U.S. Consulate Fukuoka visited forward-
deployed amphibious assault ship USS Essex (LHD 2), Dec. 29. 

 
7. Cruiser Vella Gulf Deployment Rescheduled 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 03 JAN 12) 

NORFOLK - The deployment of the cruiser Vella Gulf to the Mediterranean Sea has been rescheduled for today. 
 

8. USS Carl Vinson Departs Hong Kong 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 30 DEC 11) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Byron C. Linder, USS Carl Vinson Public Affairs 

HONG KONG -- Sailors assigned to Nimitz-class aircraft carrier USS Carl Vinson (CVN 70) and embarked Carrier Air Wing 
(CVW) 17 departed Hong Kong's Victoria Harbor Dec. 30 after a three-day port visit. 
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9. Carrier Truman's Port Anchor Chain Is Back In Service 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 03 JAN 12) 

The aircraft carrier Harry S. Truman recently reached another milestone in its maintenance cycle: the re-installation of the ship's 
massive port anchor chain. 

 

GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
10. Iran Threatens Action If U.S. Carrier Returns: IRNA 
(REUTERS 03 JAN 12) ... Parisa Hafezi 

TEHRAN -- Iran will take action if a U.S. aircraft carrier which left the area because of Iranian naval exercises returns to the 
Gulf, the state news agency quoted army chief Ataollah Salehi as saying on Tuesday. 

 
11. Iran Tests Cruise Missile During Navy War Games 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 02 JAN 12) ... Siavosh Ghazi 

Iran on Monday successfully tested a Ghader ground-to-ship cruise missile on the last day of navy war games near the Strait of 
Hormuz, the official news agency IRNA quoted a navy spokesman as saying. 

 
12. U.S. Bolsters UAE's Missile Defense In Arms Deal 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 31 DEC 11) ... Dan De Luce 

WASHINGTON - The United States has announced a $3.48 billion arms deal with the United Arab Emirates as part of a wider 
American effort to build up missile defenses among Gulf allies to counter Iran. 

 
13. Daylong Fire On Russian Submarine Took Hundreds Of Workers To Extinguish 
(NEW YORK TIMES 30 DEC 11) ... Ellen Barry 

MOSCOW — The authorities in Russia marshaled more than 400 firefighters and 170 emergency workers to extinguish a fire on 
Friday that had raged for almost a day on the hull of a nuclear submarine in dry dock near the northern port of Murmansk. Seven 
sailors and two emergency workers were treated for smoke inhalation. 

 
14. Russia Hands Over Nuke Sub Nerpa To India: Report 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 30 DEC 11) 

MOSCOW - Russia has handed over the nuclear-powered attack submarine Nerpa to India following more than two years of 
delays, a senior naval official was quoted as saying Dec. 30. 

 

PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
15. Earn Credentials To Help Get Civilian Job 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 03 JAN 12) 

Sailors who are being forced to leave the service this year as a result of Enlisted Retention Board decisions are eligible to earn 
professional credentials that can help them land civilian jobs. 

 
16. Aviation Bonuses Won’t Rebound In 2012 
Latest Cuts Cost Some Pilots $20K a Year 
(NAVY TIMES 09 JAN 12) ... Joshua Stewart 

An update to aviator retention bonuses that cut pay as much as $20,000 for some pilots and $10,000 for some naval flight officers 
last year will continue this year, officials say. 

 
17. Bataan's Service Members Reach New Year's Goals 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 31 DEC 11) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Tamekia Perdue, USS Bataan Public Affairs 

USS BATAAN, At Sea (NNS) -- Sailors and Marines attached to the Bataan Amphibious Ready Group (BATARG) and 22nd 
Marine Expeditionary Unit (MEU) closed out the year by reflecting on the personal and professional goals they have achieved, and 
they set their sights on fresh goals for 2012. 

 
18. Norfolk-Based Seaman Standing Tall With Warfare Pins 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 31 DEC 11) ... Corinne Reilly 

When the Navy ship Vella Gulf leaves Norfolk next week for a months-long deployment to the Mediterranean Sea, at least one 
Sailor on board will be walking especially tall through the cruiser's narrow, winding passageways. 
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19. Sailor Gets Big Welcome Home 
(GALVESTON DAILY NEWS 01 JAN 12) ... Christopher Smith Gonzalez 

GALVESTON — Flags waved in the wind as more than 40 family members, friends and members of the South East Patriot 
Guard Riders waited in a parking lot in Galveston. They gathered to welcome Kevin Gillane, 24, home from a seven-month 
deployment with the Navy. 

 
20. Details Emerging About 4 Dead In Coronado 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 02 JAN 12) ... Jeanette Steele 

CORONADO — A day after four people died in a New Year’s Day shooting in Coronado, it became clear that the toll falls 
heaviest on a Bakersfield family that lost a son and daughter, and on the Navy, which lost two young pilots. 

 

FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
21. Futenma Push, F-35s Deepen Japan-U.S. Ties 
(KYODO NEWS 31 DEC 11) 

Japan's recent efforts to move ahead with a controversial plan to relocate a key U.S. Marine base and its choice of the U.S.-led F-
35 stealth fighter as its new mainstay fighter highlight its continuing priority of deepening security ties with the United States. 

 
22. Northrop Grumman To Lay Off 210 In Fort Worth 
(FORT WORTH STAR-TELEGRAM 03 JAN 12) 

Northrop Grumman, one of the main subcontractors on Lockheed Martin's F-35 joint strike fighter program, has notified the state 
that about 210 people working in Fort Worth will be laid off in February. 

 

BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
23. COMSUBPAC And USS Pasadena CO's Attend Annual New Year's Day Rose Bowl Game 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 31 DEC 11) ... Lt. Cmdr. Jennifer Cragg, Commander, Submarine Group Two Public Affairs 

PASADENA, Calif. -- Keeping with tradition and to celebrate the New Year, Commander, Submarine Force Pacific and the 
commanding officer of USS Pasadena (SSN 752) are attending the 98th New Year's Day Rose Bowl Game in Pasadena, Jan. 2. 

 
24. U.S. Navy Blue Angels To Visit St. George Today 
(KCSG UHF ST GEORGE (UT) 02 JAN 12) ... Morgan Skinner 

ST. GEORGE, Utah - Southern Utah will get a preview of the Thunder Over Utah Air Show featured performers in a winter visit 
by U.S. Navy Blue Angels today at the St. George Airport. 

 
25. 3rd Firm Contracted To Help Navy Find Mold 
(NAVY TIMES 09 JAN 12) 

The Navy has approved a third contractor to help conduct mold inspections of 235 military rental homes in the Norfolk, Va., area. 
 

26. Navy Rebuilds Practice Target Off N.C. Coast 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 30 DEC 11) ... Corinne Reilly 

DARE, N.C. Eight years after Hurricane Isabel destroyed the last one, the Navy has rebuilt a waterborne training target off the 
coast of North Carolina and plans to begin using it next week. 

 
27. Navy To Hire Local Workers For Second Explosives Handling Wharf 
(KITSAP (WA) SUN 01 JAN 12) ... Ed Friedrich 

BANGOR — In a first for the Defense Department, the Navy will require a project labor agreement (PLA) in building a second 
explosives handling wharf at Naval Base Kitsap-Bangor. The deal will keep jobs local and contain costs, according to the Navy and 
regional trade councils. 

 
28. Quantico Brig Closes As Prisoners Moved To Chesapeake 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 01 JAN 12) 

The Marine Corps is closing the brig at Quantico. 
 

NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
29. Recorded Books Help Deployed Connect With Kids 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 02 JAN 12) ... Brock Vergakis 

For children of deployed military personnel, missing out on story time with their mom or dad is often one of the costs of service. 
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30. A Paucity Of Priests 
Military's shortage of Catholic chaplains leaves troops downrange struggling for access 
(STARS AND STRIPES 02 JAN 12) ... Chris Carroll 

WASHINGTON — Spc. Joe Murphy’s job in Afghanistan was to hunt down the things his fellow soldiers hoped they’d never 
have to encounter. 

 
31. Dispute Over Cross Casts Light On Four Fallen Marines 
The controversial hilltop memorial at Camp Pendleton honors two enlisted men and two officers, three of 
whom helped erect a cross there in 2003 before going to Iraq. 
(LOS ANGELES TIMES 03 JAN 12) ... Tony Perry 

SAN DIEGO - In the early days of the U.S. battle with the Sunni insurgency in Iraq, the four Marines from Camp Pendleton were 
among those troops on the front lines in Anbar province. 

 
32. Coronado Navy Lodge Has Luxury Views 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 01 JAN 12) ... Jeanette Steele 

The view from the roof of the Coronado Navy Lodge — a sweeping vista from Point Loma south to Mexico — would be a 
bargain at double the price. 

 
33. Hidden Bag Found On USS Cobia Submarine 
Seaman likely stashed bag above bunk during World War II 
(MANITOWOC (WI) HERALD TIMES REPORTER 02 JAN 12) ... Suzanne Weiss 

MANITOWOC — Imagine Paul Rutherford's surprise when he was working aboard the USS Cobia and came across a bag that 
likely hadn't been touched by human hands since World War II. 

 
34. Military, Public Safety Top Stressful Professions 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 03 JAN 12) ... Melissa Korn 

Firefighters and soldiers have stressful jobs. Hairstylists? Not so much, says a report on the most and least anxiety-inducing 
professions from job-search site CareerCast.com. 

 
35. Redskins Meet For A Final Time 
Servicemen share stories with players as Shanahan takes a back seat 
(WASHINGTON POST 03 JAN 12) ... Rick Maese 

When players filed into the auditorium at Redskins Park for a final time Monday, they spotted a man at the front of the room who 
was about to share quite a story - one that had nothing to do with the disappointing season, an offseason that promises plenty of 
change or what the next year might hold for a beleaguered franchise. 

 
36. Submarine Force 2011 Year In Review 
(YOUTUBE 30 DEC 11) ... Commander, Submarine Forces 

The official video of the 2011 year in review in U.S. submarines. 
 

OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
37. Defense Secretary Panetta Faces Tough Choices On National Security In 2012 
Defense Secretary Leon Panetta Has Some Hard Choices Ahead -- And The 2012 Campaign Will Only Turn 
Up The Heat 
(WASHINGTON POST 03 JAN 12) ... Walter Pincus 

When it comes to national security issues in 2012, the person who faces the toughest choices is Defense Secretary Leon E. 
Panetta. Look at what’s on his plate: the Pentagon’s budget crunch, the war in Afghanistan, the postwar period in Iraq, Iran’s nuclear 
ambitions, Israeli issues, U.S.-Pakistan relations, China’s growing military and the biggest challenge of all -- Congress. 

 
38. The Arctic Is Vital To National Security 
Letter to the Editor 
(WASHINGTON POST 01 JAN 12) ... Kenneth C. Brill 

In her very good Dec. 25 Outlook article, “The Colder War,” Heather Conley left out a key fact for U.S. policy interests in the 
Arctic. She mentioned the importance of the Convention on the Law of the Sea for Arctic issues but did not note that the United States 
has not ratified the convention, despite broad support in industry, the armed forces and the Senate. 

 



 5

39. Chinese Military Bases Are About More Than Just Naval Supplies And Protecting Trade Routes 
(JAPAN TIMES 03 JAN 12) ... Harsh V. Pant 

LONDON — So finally it is out in the open. China will be setting up its first military base abroad in Seychelles to "seek supplies 
and recuperate" facilities for its navy. 

 
40. A New Lease On Life For The Old Naval Observatory 
(WASHINGTON POST 01 JAN 12) ... Thomas L. Snyder 

Sometime this year, the Navy will turn over the Old Naval Observatory at 23rd and E streets NW in Foggy Bottom to the State 
Department. The turnover is part of the 2005 base realignment and closure legislation that has led to so much dramatic change in the 
region. 

 

BBLLOOGGSS::  
41. EXCERPTS FROM BLOGS AROUND THE WORLD 
(PUBLISHED 30 DEC 11 – 01 JAN 12) 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Panetta To Offer Strategy For Cutting Military Budget 
Panetta's Plan For Budget Cuts Will Detail Shrinking Military 
(NEW YORK TIMES 03 JAN 12) ... Elisabeth Bumiller and Thom Shanker 

WASHINGTON — Defense Secretary Leon E. Panetta is 
set this week to reveal his strategy that will guide the Pentagon 
in cutting hundreds of billions of dollars from its budget, and 
with it the Obama administration’s vision of the military that 
the United States needs to meet 21st-century threats, according 
to senior officials. 

In a shift of doctrine driven by fiscal reality and a deal last 
summer that kept the United States from defaulting on its 
debts, Mr. Panetta is expected to outline plans for carefully 
shrinking the military — and in so doing make it clear that the 
Pentagon will not maintain the ability to fight two sustained 
ground wars at once. 

Instead, he will say that the military will be large enough 
to fight and win one major conflict, while also being able to 
“spoil” a second adversary’s ambitions in another part of the 
world while conducting a number of other smaller operations, 
like providing disaster relief or enforcing a no-flight zone. 

Pentagon officials, in the meantime, are in final 
deliberations about potential cuts to virtually every important 
area of military spending: the nuclear arsenal, warships, 
combat aircraft, salaries, and retirement and health benefits. 
With the war in Iraq over and the one in Afghanistan winding 
down, Mr. Panetta is weighing how significantly to shrink 
America’s ground forces. 

There is broad agreement on the left, right and center that 
$450 billion in cuts over a decade — the amount that the 
White House and Pentagon agreed to last summer — is 
acceptable. That is about 8 percent of the Pentagon’s base 
budget. But there is intense debate about an additional $500 
billion in cuts that may have to be made if Congress follows 
through with deeper reductions. 

Mr. Panetta and defense hawks say a reduction of $1 
trillion, about 17 percent of the Pentagon’s base budget, would 
be ruinous to national security. Democrats and a few 
Republicans say that it would be painful but manageable; they 
add that there were steeper military cuts after the Cold War 
and the wars in Korea and Vietnam. 

“Even at a trillion dollars, this is a shallower build-down 
than any of the last three we’ve done,” said Gordon Adams, 
who oversaw military budgets in the Clinton White House and 
is now a fellow at the Stimson Center, a nonprofit research 
group in Washington. “It would still be the world’s most 
dominant military. We would be in an arms race with 
ourselves.” 

Many who are more worried about cuts, including Mr. 
Panetta, acknowledge that Pentagon personnel costs are 
unsustainable and that generous retirement benefits may have 
to be scaled back to save crucial weapons programs. 

“If we allow the current trend to continue,” said Arnold L. 
Punaro, a consultant on a Pentagon advisory group, the 
Defense Business Board, who has pushed for changes in the 
military retirement system, “we’re going to turn the 
Department of Defense into a benefits company that 
occasionally kills a terrorist.” 

Mr. Panetta will outline the strategy guiding his spending 
plans at a news conference this week, and the specific cuts — 

for now, the Pentagon has prepared about $260 billion in cuts 
for the next five years — will be detailed in the president’s 
annual budget submission to Congress, where they will be 
debated and almost certainly amended before approval. 
Although the proposals look to budget cuts over a decade, any 
future president can decide to propose an alternative spending 
plan to Congress. 

The looming cuts inevitably force decisions on the scope 
and future of the American military. If, say, the Pentagon 
saves $7 billion over a decade by reducing the number of 
aircraft carriers to 10 from 11, would there be sufficient forces 
in the Pacific to counter an increasingly bold China? If the 
Pentagon saves nearly $150 billion in the next 10 years by 
shrinking the Army to, say, 483,000 troops from 570,000, 
would America be prepared for a grinding, lengthy ground 
war in Asia? 

What about saving more than $100 billion in health care 
cutbacks for working-age military retirees? Would that break a 
promise to those who risked their lives for the country? 

The calculations exclude the costs of the wars in Iraq and 
Afghanistan, which will go down over the next decade. Even 
after the winding down of the wars and the potential $1 trillion 
in cuts over the next decade, the Pentagon’s annual budget, 
now $530 billion, would shrink to $472 billion in 2013, or 
about the size of the budget in 2007. 

It is also important to remember that Mr. Panetta, a 
former White House budget chief, understands budget politics 
like few other defense secretaries. When he sent a dire letter to 
Capitol Hill late last year that held out the prospect of huge 
reductions in some of Congress’s favorite weapons programs, 
analysts saw it as a classic tactic to rouse the Hill to his side. 

They noted that Mr. Panetta did not cite the $100 billion 
that the previous defense secretary, Robert M. Gates, said 
could be saved by reducing the number of contractors, cutting 
overhead, consolidating technology and limiting spending in 
the executive offices of the Pentagon. 

“Talking about business practices doesn’t sound the alarm 
bells,” said Travis Sharp, a defense budget specialist at the 
Center for a New American Security, a defense policy 
research institution. 

Here is a look at other areas for reductions: 
Military benefits and salaries, although politically 

difficult to cut, are first in the line of sight of many defense 
budget analysts. Scaling back the Pentagon’s health care and 
retirement systems and capping raises would yield hundreds of 
billions of dollars in projected savings over the next decade. 

As it stands now, the Pentagon spends $181 billion each 
year, nearly a third of its base budget, on military personnel 
costs: $107 billion for salaries and allowances, $50 billion for 
health care and $24 billion in retirement pay. 

One independent analyst, Todd Harrison of the Center for 
Strategic and Budgetary Assessments, a nonpartisan policy 
and research group in Washington, has calculated that if 
military personnel costs continue rising at the rate they have 
over the past decade, and overall Pentagon spending does not 
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increase, by 2039 the entire defense budget would be 
consumed by personnel costs. 

Most of Washington’s “cut lists” recommend increases in 
fees for beneficiaries in the Pentagon’s health insurance, 
Tricare. But the higher fees would affect only working-age 
retirees and not active-duty personnel, who do not pay for 
health care. 

Other proposals call for capping increases in military 
salaries, which have had double-digit increases since the Sept. 
11 attacks, often because Congress gave the troops raises 
beyond those requested by the Pentagon. 

The chief target for weapons cuts is the F-35 Joint Strike 
Fighter, one of the most expensive weapons program in 
history. The Pentagon has plans to spend nearly $400 billion 
to buy 2,500 of the stealth jets through 2035, but reductions 
are expected. 

The debate centers on how necessary the advanced stealth 
fighter really is and whether missions could be carried out 
with the less expensive F-16s. The main advantage of the F-35 
is its ability to evade radar systems, making it difficult to 
shoot down — an attribute that is important only if the United 
States anticipates a war with another technologically advanced 
military. 

“It would matter some with Iran, it would matter a lot 
with China,” said Michael E. O’Hanlon, a defense analyst at 
the Brookings Institution and the author of a recent book, “The 
Wounded Giant: America’s Armed Forces in an Age of 
Austerity.” 

Nowhere is balancing budget and strategy more 
challenging than in deciding how large a ground combat force 
the nation needs and can afford. The Army chief of staff, Gen. 
Ray Odierno, the former commander in Iraq, points out that 
the Army had 480,000 people in uniform before the Sept. 11 
attacks, and at that number was supposed to be able to fight 
two wars at once. 

But the Army proved to be too small to sustain the wars in 
Afghanistan and Iraq and was increased to its current size of 
570,000. The Army is now set to drop to 520,000 soldiers, 
beginning in 2015, although few expect that to be the floor. 
The reality is that the United States may not be able to afford 
waging two wars at once. 

“That said, there are certain risks with falling off the two-
war posture,” said Andrew F. Krepinevich Jr., a military 
expert at the Center for Strategic and Budgetary Assessments. 

“You may risk losing the confidence of some allies, and you 
may risk emboldening your adversaries. But at the end of the 
day, a strategy of bluffing, or asserting that you have a 
capability that you don’t, is probably the worst posture of all.” 

Studies by the Center for a New American Security, the 
Sustainable Defense Task Force and the Cato Institute, which 
represent a spectrum of views on defense spending, estimate 
that the savings from cutting the ground force could range 
from $41 billion by reducing the Army to 482,400 and the 
Marine Corps to 175,000 (from its present size of 202,000) all 
the way up to $387 billion if the Army drops to 360,000 and 
the Marines to 145,000. The final numbers will make it clear 
that the United States could not carry out lengthy stability and 
nation-building efforts, like those ordered for Afghanistan and 
Iraq, without a huge mobilization of the National Guard and 
the Reserves. 

The size of the military is determined not only to win 
wars, but also to deter adversaries from starting hostilities. 
That underpins the American rationale for maintaining a 
combat presence at overseas bases and for conducting regular 
air and sea patrols around the globe. With austerity looming, 
those, too, might be curtailed to save money. 

Senator Tom Coburn, Republican of Oklahoma, 
advocates saving $69.5 billion over 10 years by reducing by 
one-third the number of American military personnel stationed 
in Europe and Asia. 

“This option would leave plenty of military capability by 
maintaining strategic air bases and naval ports to provide 
logistics links,” Mr. Coburn wrote in a report on his budget 
proposals. Many Congressional budget experts also see ways 
to save billions of dollars by consolidating Defense 
Department facilities, schools and installations. 

One of the largest expenses the Pentagon faces is to 
replace its aging strategic nuclear forces. While America’s 
nuclear warheads are relatively inexpensive to maintain on a 
day-to-day basis, all three legs of the nuclear triad that deliver 
the punch — submarines, bombers and ground-based missiles 
— are reaching the end of their service life at just about the 
same time. 

“The world has changed,” said Stephen W. Young, a 
senior analyst with the Union of Concerned Scientists, a 
nuclear watchdog group. “The United States can be more than 
secure with a far smaller arsenal than what we currently have.” 

Return to Index 
 

2. Obama Signs Defense Bill Despite 'Reservations' 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 31 DEC 11) ... Julie Pace 

HONOLULU -- President Barack Obama signed a wide-
ranging defense bill into law Saturday despite having "serious 
reservations" about provisions that regulate the detention, 
interrogation and prosecution of suspected terrorists. 

The bill also applies penalties against Iran's central bank 
in an effort to hamper Tehran's ability to fund its nuclear 
enrichment program. The Obama administration is looking to 
soften the impact of those penalties because of concerns that 
they could lead to a spike in global oil prices or cause 
economic hardship on U.S. allies that import petroleum from 
Iran. 

In a statement accompanying his signature, the president 
chastised some lawmakers for what he contended was their 

attempts to use the bill to restrict the ability of 
counterterrorism officials to protect the country. 

Administration officials said Obama was only signing the 
measure because Congress made minimally acceptable 
changes that no longer challenged the president's terrorism-
fighting ability. 

"Moving forward, my administration will interpret and 
implement the provisions described below in a manner that 
best preserves the flexibility on which our safety depends and 
upholds the values on which this country was founded," 
Obama said in the signing statement. 

Signing statements allow presidents to raise constitutional 
objections to circumvent Congress' intent. During his 
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campaign for the White House, Obama criticized President 
George W. Bush's use of signing statements and promised to 
make his application of the tool more transparent. 

Obama's signature caps months of wrangling over how to 
handle captured terrorist suspects without violating 
Americans' constitutional rights. The White House initially 
threatened to veto the legislation but dropped the warning after 
Congress made last-minute changes. 

Among the changes the administration secured was 
striking a provision that would have eliminated executive 
branch authority to use civilian courts for trying terrorism 
cases against foreign nationals. 

The new law now requires military custody for any 
suspect who is a member of al-Qaida or "associated forces" 
and involved in planning or attempting to carry out an attack 
on the United States or its coalition partners. The president or 
a designated subordinate may waive the military custody 
requirement by certifying to Congress that such a move is in 
the interest of national security. 

The administration also pushed Congress to change a 
provision that would have denied U.S. citizens suspected of 
terrorism the right to trial and could have subjected them to 
indefinite detention. Lawmakers eventually dropped the 
military custody requirement for U.S. citizens or lawful U.S. 
residents. 

"My administration will not authorize the indefinite 
military detention without trial of American citizens," Obama 
said in the signing statement. "Indeed, I believe that doing so 
would break with our most important traditions and values as 
a nation." 

Despite the changes, officials cited serious concerns that 
the law will complicate and could harm the investigation of 
terrorism cases. 

For example, FBI Director Robert Mueller has said the 
measure would inhibit his bureau's ability to persuade 
suspected terrorists to cooperate immediately and provide 
critical intelligence. He told Congress it wasn't clear how 
agents should operate if they arrest someone covered by the 
military custody requirement but the nearest military facility is 
hundreds of miles away. 

Other officials have said agents and prosecutors should 
not have to spend their time worrying about citizenship status 
and whether get a waiver while trying to thwart a terror attack. 

The administration also raised concerns about an 
amendment in the bill that goes after foreign financial 
institutions that do business with Iran's central bank, barring 
them from opening or maintaining correspondent operations in 
the United States. It would apply to foreign central banks only 
for transactions that involve the sale or purchase of petroleum 
or petroleum products. 

Officials worry that the penalties could lead to higher oil 
prices, damaging the U.S. economic recovery and hurting 
allies in Europe and Asia that purchase petroleum from Iran. 

The penalties do not go into effect for six months. The 
president can waive them for national security reasons or if the 
country with jurisdiction over the foreign financial institution 
has significantly reduced its purchases of Iran oil. 

The State Department has said the U.S. was looking at 
how to put them in place in a way that maximized the pressure 
on Iran, but meant minimal disruption to the U.S. and its 
allies. 

This week, Iran warned that it may disrupt traffic in the 
Strait of Hormuz - a vital Persian Gulf waterway. But on 
Saturday, Tehran seemed to back off that threat when a 
commander of its Revolutionary Guard said such discussion is 
a thing of the past and "belongs to five years ago." 

Iran also said Saturday that it had proposed a new round 
of talks on its nuclear program with the U.S. and other world 
powers. The invitation would come after the U.N. has imposed 
four rounds of sanctions. Separately, the U.S. and the 
European Union have imposed their own tough economic and 
financial penalties. 

The $662 billion bill authorizes money for military 
personnel, weapons systems, the wars in Afghanistan and Iraq 
and national security programs in the Energy Department for 
the fiscal year beginning Oct. 1. 

The measure also freezes some $700 million in assistance 
until Pakistan comes up with a strategy to deal with 
improvised explosive devices. 

Obama signed the bill in Hawaii, where he is vacationing 
with his family. 

Return to Index 
 

3. Head Of Navy To Present Overdue WWII Combat Medal 
Carl Clark, 95, of Menlo Park plans to wear his old uniform 
(SAN FRANCISCO BAY CITIZEN 30 DEC 11) ... Scott James 

As they say in the military, they’re bringing out the top 
brass for this one. 

Secretary of the Navy Ray Mabus is scheduled to present 
a long-overdue medal to World War II veteran Carl Clark, 95, 
of Menlo Park next month. 

Mabus’ appearance was confirmed this week by the office 
of Rep. Anna Eshoo (D-Palo Alto). It is one of several new 
details emerging about the planned ceremony, which has 
gained national attention. Clark could be the last living WWII 
veteran to receive a combat medal — an honor he was denied 
for more than 66 years because he is black. 

The time and place are set: Jan. 17 at 1 p.m. at Moffett 
Federal Airfield in Mountain View. Clark will receive the 
Navy and Marine Corps Commendation Medal with the 

Combat Distinguishing Device. (It's the same medal Sen. John 
McCain received for his military heroics). 

Clark plans to wear his old uniform for the ceremony. 
“I’m getting it altered now,” he said. “It’s a little bit too 

small.” 
Clark saved his ship, the USS Aaron Ward, and hundreds 

of Sailors’ lives during a kamikaze attack near Okinawa, 
Japan, on May 3, 1945. Wounded, he risked his life in the heat 
of battle to douse a raging fire before it reached the ship’s 
ammunition locker, which would have destroyed the vessel. 
But because Clark is African-American and was only a ship's 
steward, and the Navy was deeply segregated at the time, his 
heroics were never noted — not even mentioned in the battle 
report. 
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Over the past decade, Clark’s story became public, 
spurring an effort by Eshoo and others to fix what many 
believed was an injustice. After the only known surviving 
ship’s officer last year confirmed Clark’s brave deeds, the 
Navy launched an investigation and last week announced the 
medal. 

Since then, Clark’s story has received widespread media 
coverage, and national television networks have sought 
interviews. 

When asked about all the attention, Clark said his case 
exemplified the stories of the 1 million African-Americans 
who served in WWII, many never receiving proper 
recognition for their actions, and that the medal would finally 
shine some light on that. 

“I’m satisfied,” he said. 

Return to Index 
 

4. 17 Things You Should Know For 2012 
Deployment Length. Job Stability. Uniforms. Your Bosses. All Of These, And More, May Change This Year 
(NAVY TIMES 09 JAN 12) 

1. Uniform Updates 
In late 2011, the Navy conducted another round of wear 

tests for the long awaited update to the iconic white and blue 
crackerjacks. New fabrics, officials hope, will make blues 
more comfortable and whites less see through. Yet after four 
years of development, fielding may still be a ways off. 

New fabric is not the only change. The blues will feature 
extra pockets and zippers, making the buttons decorative. And 
the whites will have piping on the sleeves and back flap, 
similar to the blues, and will fit the same way. 

The wear tests, conducted by 125 male and female 
enlisted members, focused on the zippers and the new fabrics. 
Uniform officials are now collecting and analyzing data, to be 
reported to the uniform board. 

Capt. Bill Park, who oversees the Uniform Matters office 
for the chief of naval personnel, was unable to estimate 
whether a final design would be recommended in 2012, or 
when fielding might start. 

“It’s still in deliberation,” Park said. “We’ll still be 
providing here an update as soon as practicable to leadership 
as soon as it starts to come to fruition.” 

Also on the table: 
New running suit: Uniform officials are still developing 

a design for the new running suit, made for exercising in cold 
weather, more than a year after wear testing it. 

Officials had promised that the running suit would hit the 
fleet in 2011. Now, with a new chief of naval operations, 
officials are reticent to estimate its arrival. 

Asked about the new uniform’s progress, Park replied: “I 
can’t say right now. We have to take a look at it and then see 
where CNO wants to go with it. So I don’t know if we’ll be 
ready to go to him with a recommendation or not until we’ve 
had a chance to take a look at it a lot further.” 

Throwback khakis: The World War II-era service dress 
khakis are making a comeback. Beginning in September, 
chiefs and officers will most likely be able to purchase this 
optional uniform, which features an unbelted waist and peaked 
lapels. 

Officials are compiling data from the wear test for a final 
report to the uniform board and CNO. 

Ball caps and flight suits: Weeks after becoming CNO, 
Adm. Jon Greenert ordered a review of uniform policies that 
focused on rules for ball caps and flight suits. The review 
would be headed by Vice CNO Adm. Mark Ferguson. 

It wasn’t clear when the results of this review would 
emerge. Another Greenert directed review concluded Dec. 2 

when the CNO issued a fleet wide message that loosened wear 
rules for all three types of the Navy working uniform. 

Sources have told Navy Times that a message loosening 
some wear rules for flight suits is in the works. Current policy 
mandates that fliers wear flight suits only on short stops off-
base while commuting. 

Similarly, ball caps are off limits with NWUs, but sailors 
have been clamoring for them, partly as a way to increase unit 
pride. 

2. End-strength Cuts 
The Navy’s fiscal 2012 budget calls for an active-duty 

force of 322,500 by fiscal 2013 that drops to 319,000 by the 
end of fiscal 2015. 

But that bottom could drop further, to as low as 314,000, 
sources told Navy Times in 2011. 

Navy personnel officials won’t say whether more cuts are 
in the offing; that won’t come out until the fiscal 2013 budget 
request is released early next year. But the Navy could be 
positioning itself to cut even more sailors. 

The service finished fiscal 2011 with 326,820 active-duty 
members on the books — 1,880 fewer than the 328,700 
authorized by Congress. 

As of Dec. 28, that number had dropped to 324,209, 
already below the 325,700 force level set for Sept. 30, 2012. 
Since Aug. 1, when the service had 329,221, 5,012 sailors 
have left — the largest drop at the beginning of a fiscal year 
since 2004. 

Sources familiar with ongoing budget negotiations say the 
Navy’s projected end-strength could be revised to take the 
service as low as 314,000 by the end of 2015 or 2016 — 5,000 
lower than previously discussed. 

“Navy examined the end-strength reductions and took 
action to reduce inventory to meet the future end-strength 
targets,” personnel officials told Navy Times when asked 
about the drop. “Navy is currently evaluating where it projects 
to finish [fiscal year 2012].” 

And as end-strength shrinks, more officer cuts are likely. 
In October, the Navy forced 124 captains and commanders 
into retirement, using a force-shaping tool the fleet hadn’t 
employed since 1996. 

A spokeswoman for the chief of naval personnel said it 
was “pre-decisional” whether the Navy will hold another 
selective early retirement board in fiscal 2012. 

3. Longer Deployments 
Deployments have been consistently trending beyond 

seven months over the past five years. That’s not expected to 
change. 
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Just ask sailors and Marines assigned to the Bataan 
Amphibious Ready Group, which left the East Coast in late 
March and isn’t expected home until February, after 10½ 
months at sea. 

Or the Nimitz Carrier Strike Group, which totaled 239 
days at sea during a 2009-10 cruise. Or the Carl Vinson carrier 
group, which left Naval Station North Island, Calif., on Nov. 
30, a mere 5½ months after completing a 6½month 
deployment. The latter violated the Navy’s goal of spending at 
least as much time at home as spent at sea during the previous 
deployment. 

The Navy won’t acknowledge that longer deployments 
have become the norm, saying it “flexes” to meet operational 
demand. But according to one Washington-based senior naval 
analyst, it is putting on a brave public face while scrambling to 
come up with a way to explain why it’s pushing ships and 
personnel so hard. 

Greenert told Navy Times in November that the overseas 
combatant command demand for naval forces is “unlikely” to 
go away. A significant portion of that demand is taken up by 
U.S. Central Command’s requirement that two carrier strike 
groups be on station in the region 70 percent of the time. 

Any gaps in overseas presence are being filled by the 
Navy’s versatile amphibious fleet, which reminded skeptics of 
its worth while taking part in the NATO strikes on Libyan 
forces last year and humanitarian assistance missions such as 
the response to the March earthquake and tsunami in Japan. 
But the pace of operations is high — about 30 percent of the 
force is deployed overseas at any given time, according to the 
Congressional Budget Office. So high, in fact, that it comes up 
well short of meeting the Marine Corps’ shipboard training 
needs. 

The bottom line: The fleet is going to stay busy. Said the 
senior naval analyst: “I think the new normal is a much higher 
personnel tempo than we’ve seen since the Vietnam War.” 

4. Budget Uncertainty 
The $600 billion question to be answered in 2012 is 

whether lawmakers will let across-the-board cuts in federal 
programs go forward because of their failure to approve a $1.2 
trillion, 10-year deficit reduction plan in 2011. 

Defense and service officials have used the words 
“catastrophic,” “devastating” and “dangerous” to describe 
what will happen if automatic cuts, known as sequestration, 
take effect Jan. 2, 2013, as required by the Budget Control 
Act. 

So the Navy is looking for savings. According to retired 
admirals, outside analysts and sources involved in budget 
negotiations, here are some moves the Navy could make: 

 Skip the midlife refueling of the carrier George 
Washington five years from now and retire it not long 
after. 

 Retire the oldest non-upgraded Ticonderoga-class 
cruisers. 

 Extend the construction gap between aircraft carriers 
from the usual every five years to six or even seven. 

 Cut the ballistic-missile submarine fleet and extend 
the remaining subs’ lives as long as possible. 

5. Fleet Forces Commander 
Fleet Forces Command V once known as Atlantic Fleet 

— has become an increasingly important slice of the Navy. 

It’s responsible for manning, training and equipping all Navy 
forces east of the Mississippi and providing same to overseas 
combatant commanders. 

It advises the CNO on integrated warfighter capability 
requirements. It also handles the Navy’s anti-terrorism/force 
protection, individual augmentee and sea basing programs for 
the CNO. 

Needless to say, commanding Fleet Forces is a huge job. 
Although it hasn’t been announced, Adm. John Harvey will 
likely hand the reins to a new commander this summer, when 
he will have completed three years on the job. His replacement 
hasn’t been named. 

The flag officer selected for the four star job will have a 
special set of skills. It’ll be someone with experience in fleet 
operations who knows what is involved with ensuring ships 
are ready to deploy. This senior officer will understand how 
requirements for readiness dollars are generated in “the 
building” — as the Pentagon is called. It’ll be someone who’s 
“excellent in standards and execution ... and sustaining what 
you’ve got,” one retired flag officer said. 

Early in 2012, Greenert will make a recommendation to 
Navy Secretary Ray Mabus and Defense Secretary Leon 
Panetta. If all agree, the chosen one’s name will go to 
President Obama, who will make the final call. 

Who could it be? Knowledgeable insiders who declined to 
be quoted by name tossed several possibilities into the ring: 

 Vice Adm. Richard Hunt, a surface warfare officer, 
has commanded 5th Fleet, has worked in resources, 
requirements and assessments, and currently leads 
Naval Surface Forces. 

 Vice Adm. Bruce Clingan, a flier, has commanded a 
carrier strike group and 6th Fleet and is the deputy 
CNO for operations, plans and strategy. 

 Vice Adm. John Bird has commanded a submarine 
squadron and 7th Fleet and now directs the Navy 
Staff. 

 Only one name came up consistently in talks with 
naval observers and industry insiders: Vice Adm. Bill 
Gortney, director of the Joint Staff at the Pentagon. 
He’s a highly experienced operator, having 
commanded a carrier air wing, a strike group and 5th 
Fleet. He understands the requirements, having 
served as deputy chief of staff for global force 
management and joint operations at the former U.S. 
Joint Forces Command. His current job is his second 
go-round on the Joint Staff. 

“There are certain three-star jobs with an inside track to a 
four-star job,” a retired flag said. “And the director of the Joint 
Staff is one of those jobs.” 

6. New Bosses In The Pacific 
The Navy in 2012 is getting two new bosses in Asia-

Pacific, a hotbed of natural disasters, piracy and civil conflict 
in an area that includes key international trading routes, 
contested islands in South Asia and continued instability in 
North Korea. 

Adm. Robert Willard is expected to hand over command 
of Hawaii-based U.S. Pacific Command to Adm. Samuel 
Locklear. The president Dec. 28 nominated Locklear for the 
post, which requires Senate confirmation. PACOM is the 
military’s largest regional unified combatant command, which 
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includes more than 310,000 soldiers, sailors, airmen, Marines 
and Coast Guardsmen, along with some 2,000 aircraft and 180 
ships, including six aircraft carrier strike groups. 

Willard, a veteran pilot and 1973 Naval Academy 
graduate, arrived at PACOM headquarters at Camp H.M. 
Smith on Oct. 19, 2009, after more than two years 
commanding the Pacific Fleet at Pearl Harbor. 

Locklear, a 1977 Naval Academy graduate, has 
commanded U.S. Naval Forces Europe, Naval Forces Africa 
and Allied Joint Forces Command in Naples, Italy, since 
October 2010. Previous command tours include San Diego 
based 3rd Fleet, the Nimitz Carrier Strike Group, Destroyer 
Squadron 2 and the destroyer Leftwich. 

Also, Adm. Patrick Walsh will turn over command of 
Pacific Fleet in Hawaii to Vice Adm. Cecil Haney. As of Dec. 
29, no date had been announced for the change of command 
ceremony. Walsh, who has led Pacific Fleet since September 
2009, was awaiting reassignment. 

Haney, who will get a fourth star, is a 1978 Naval 
Academy graduate. He most recently served as the U.S. 
Strategic Command deputy commander at Offutt Air Force 
Base, Neb. His command tours have included Submarine 
Group 2, Submarine Squadron 1 and the attack submarine 
Honolulu. His assignments included a stint as Pacific Fleet 
deputy chief of staff for plans, policies and requirements. 

7. A New MCPON? 
Dec. 12 marked the end of Master Chief Petty Officer of 

the Navy (SS/SW) Rick West’s third year as the Navy’s top 
enlisted man. 

The MCPON normally is appointed by the chief of naval 
operations for a four year tour. West’s predecessor, Joe 
Campa, spent just 2½ years in the job, and Terry Scott, before 
him, served a few months longer than four years. 

So the rumor mill started to churn Dec. 2 after West 
posted a message on his Facebook page: “You may have 
noticed it has been a little while since I last posted. It certainly 
hasn’t been intentional. My wife and I have been attending the 
Transition Assistance Program (TAP) this week.” 

But when asked directly if this meant the beginning of the 
end for West’s time as MCPON, he responded by saying only 
that “we all have to go, sometime.” “I still plan on serving for 
some time,” he said, noting he wanted to share with the fleet 
the benefits of attending TAP. 

8. Changes To CO Screening/Training 
More commanding officers were fired in 2011 than in any 

year over the past decade save for 2003, when 26 COs were 
canned. The reasons ranged from professional to personal 
shortcomings. 

It can be argued that the spike was no more than a normal 
peak in a cyclical process - although firings are on the rise 
over the past four years. Since 2003’s peak, annual firings 
have totaled 12, 12, 12, 13, 12, 15, 17 and in 2011, 22. As the 
numbers have mounted, observers have begun to question the 
adequacy of the Navy’s screening process. 

The Navy’s top officer wants to see a “consistent” 
screening process. To that end, Greenert wants those who sit 
on screening boards to take heed of his charge of command 
and choose officers with “professional competence, intelligent 
good sense, the ‘nicest sense of personal honor’ and meet our 
high standards of personal conduct and leadership.” Greenert 
also wants COs to specify on the fitness reports of their 

executive officers whether the XO is “ready to proceed to 
command,” as he told Navy Times during a November 
editorial board meeting. 

Greenert also wants all COs to have a “sea buddy” — a 
peer CO outside the chain of command who can serve as 
“somebody to talk to” about command issues. 

9. Carrier Snapshot 
Enterprise, fresh off celebrating its 50th anniversary, will 

make its 22nd and final deployment in early 2012. “Big E” is 
scheduled for deactivation after its deployment. 

What to expect from the other carriers: 

 Dwight D. Eisenhower, which completed a nine-
month maintenance availability in June and wasted 
no time getting back out to sea, will continue 
workups with a scheduled deployment later in the 
year. 

 Harry S. Truman remains in a maintenance 
availability at Virginia’s Norfolk Naval Shipyard and 
will begin workups later in the year. 

 George H.W. Bush, the Navy’s newest carrier, 
returned from its first-ever deployment in December. 
The carrier will conduct local operations before 
entering a maintenance period that will run through 
2012. 

 Theodore Roosevelt remains at Virginia’s Newport 
News Shipbuilding for the entire year, continuing its 
midlife refueling and complex overhaul that officials 
say will extend its lifespan another 25 years. 

 Abraham Lincoln left Naval Station Everett, Wash., a 
final time in December for an around-the-world 
cruise and deployment to 5th Fleet. The ship is 
making a home-port change to Norfolk, Va., where it 
will enter the yards at Newport News Shipbuilding 
for a midlife refueling and complex overhaul that will 
take about four years to complete. 

 Nimitz is wrapping up a year-long docking planned 
incremental availability at Bremerton, Wash. The 
ship will cross Puget Sound and make a home-port 
change this year to Everett, where it will slip into the 
berth of the now-departed Lincoln. 

 Ronald Reagan is prepping for a home-port change 
from its North Island berth at Naval Base Coronado, 
Calif., to Bremerton for a DPIA. As of Dec. 28, the 
Navy had not announced whether the carrier would 
return to San Diego when all maintenance and repairs 
are completed. 

 John C. Stennis left its berth at Naval Base Kitsap in 
Bremerton on July 25 for a scheduled deployment to 
5th Fleet that is set to wrap up early this year. 

 Carl Vinson spent New Year’s on liberty in Hong 
Kong during a nearly six-month deployment to 5th 
and 7th Fleet areas. It’s expected to return to North 
Island in May. 

 The forward-deployed George Washington, based in 
Yokosuka, Japan, will be close to the action as China 
continues testing its first aircraft carrier. 

10. Gator Rundown 
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The ambitious amphibious exercise Bold Alligator — the 
largest Navy Marine Corps exercise in 10 years — will 
occupy three of the four East Coast amphibious assault ships 
from late January to mid-February off the Atlantic coast. 

 After Iwo Jima takes part, it’ll prepare to deploy in 
the spring and is scheduled for a late fall return. 

 Kearsarge will start the year in its basic phase of 
training, join Bold Alligator and then continue the 
basic phase. Once done, the ship and its ready group 
will enter into intermediate phase training and, in late 
fall, begin a certification exercise, or CERTEX, 
which tests Navy and Marine Corps maritime and 
sea-to-shore operations. 

 Wasp will take part in Bold Alligator, provide 
support for East Coast Navy Week events and 
continue supporting the testing of the Marine Corps’ 
short-takeoff-and-vertical-landing variant of the F35 
joint strike fighter. 

 Bataan will return from deployment in February and 
begin an extended maintenance period that runs from 
mid-spring to late summer. 

Pacific-based ships also have a busy year ahead: 

 The hybrid-electric amphibious assault ship Makin 
Island is on its maiden deployment. 

 Bonhomme Richard, fresh from an overhaul in San 
Diego, will leave in February for Japan, where it will 
swap hulls with the crew of Essex and join the 
forward-deployed naval force in 7th Fleet. Essex will 
return to California for a planned maintenance 
availability, then remain with the West Coast fleet. 

 Boxer will spend part of 2012 in San Diego getting 
upgrades and repairs in a $14.9 million phased 
maintenance availability. The ship will move on with 
sea trials once work is expected to be done by May. 

 Peleliu wrapped up an $18 million availability at 
Naval Base San Diego, an overhaul expected to 
support its next, and perhaps final, deployment. The 
Navy plans to Peleliu, the last of the Tarawa-class 
ships when America is delivered in 2014. 

11. Hail And Farewell 
Four ships are scheduled to be decommissioned in 2012, 

according to a July naval message. They are 

 The frigates Boone, Stephen W. Groves and John L. 
Hall, scheduled to be decommissioned in February 
and March and sold to foreign navies. 

 The Austin-class amphibious transport dock Ponce, 
which will be deactivated in late March and retained 
in the out-of-commission/in-reserve fleet. 

The Navy also plans to commission six ships and one 
submarine in 2012, according to a list provided by Navy 
spokeswoman Lt. Courtney Hillson: 

 The Virginia-class attack submarine Mississippi is 
scheduled to be commissioned in May. 

 The San Antonio-class amphibious transport docks 
San Diego, Anchorage and Arlington are set to enter 
the service in May, September and October. 

 The Freedom-class littoral combat ship Fort Worth is 
set to be commissioned in September, while the 
Independence-class LCS Coronado is set to join the 
fleet in October. 

 The destroyer Michael Murphy, named for a SEAL 
posthumously awarded the Medal of Honor for 
actions in Afghanistan, is to be commissioned around 
October. 

12. Aviation Update 
The Navy variant of the Lightning II, the F-35C, will 

continue carrier suitability testing in 2012, as well as high-
angle-of-attack and weapons tests, in preparation for carrier-
based testing in 2013. All the while, defense officials and 
Congress will monitor the plane’s development and cost, 
weighing whether to scale back the program or cancel it 
altogether. As the plane moves closer to entering the fleet, the 
Navy is helping to set up a training facility at Eglin Air Force 
Base, Fla. 

Other aircraft to watch this year: 

 The MQ-8B Fire Scout straightened itself out in 2011 
as engineers figured out how to keep a finicky data 
link from hindering operators on the ground in 
controlling the drone helicopter during flights. After 
deploying on the frigate Halyburton and supporting 
ground troops in Afghanistan — earning some trust 
from senior leaders — the Fire Scout will deploy on 
the frigate Simpson. The Navy is working to arm the 
Fire Scout with missiles, making it more than just an 
intelligence, surveillance and reconnaissance aircraft. 

 Testing on the P-8A Poseidon is expected to continue 
through the year as it works toward initial operation 
capability in 2013. It will eventually replace the P-3 
Orion. 

 A test version of the Broad Area Maritime 
Surveillance unmanned aircraft is expected to arrive, 
putting the platform on track for initial operational 
capability in 2015. 

 The X47B unmanned combat aircraft is scheduled for 
carrier suitability testing, including tests on the 
software that will allow it to land autonomously on a 
carrier and land-based catapult launches and arrested 
landings. 

13. Women On Subs 
The gender integration of the Silent Service has begun, 

with the arrival of 15 women in the past two months. A second 
group of 11 is expected to arrive around March. Crews of the 
ballistic-missile submarines Maine and Wyoming and guided-
missile subs Ohio and Georgia are the first to be integrated. 
Two female officers, straight out of the sub training pipeline, 
will report to each crew and will be joined by a female supply 
officer, there to act as a mentor. 

So far, feedback from the fleet has been positive, said 
Cmdr. Monica Rousselow, spokeswoman for Naval 
Submarine Forces. “Women are checking in, getting to work 
and integrating nicely,” she said. 

Seventeen more female officers are coming through the 
training pipeline, Rousselow said, but the subs they’ll report to 
have not been chosen. In addition, 17 more women — 
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including 14 from the Naval Academy — are set to enter the 
sub force after graduating from college in 2012. 

Integrating attack subs with female officers and enlisted 
“is still being looked at,” Rousselow said, with the sub force 
gathering lessons from the first phase of integration to “inform 
future decisions regarding the expansion of female integration 
aboard submarines to the enlisted ranks.” 

14. PRT Changes 
The Physical Readiness Office is scrutinizing seven 

exercises, including a standing long jump, two different 
shuttle runs and a wall squat, for potential inclusion in the 
physical readiness test. 

Results of a beta test in July are expected to arrive early 
this year. Depending on the results, a new exercise might be 
added to the current PRT or replace an existing exercise: sit-
ups, push-ups and a cardio portion that can be a run, bike, 
swim or time on an elliptical. 

As part of a push to make physical fitness something that 
sailors voluntarily do every day, there has been talk of creating 
a medal for top performers. Also, Greenert said, he’s 
interested in exploring whether sailors who regularly score 
well on the PRT could skip some of the tests. 

15. Spice Testing 
Navy officials, prompted by the increasing popularity of 

synthetic marijuana, are looking for better ways to test for the 
marijuana like drug, which the U.S. Drug Enforcement 
Administration made illegal in 2011. 

Several large-scale investigations in 2011 led to scores of 
sailors getting kicked out after they were caught using or 
dealing spice. But while urine testing for other drugs is 
routine, the Navy does not conduct random screening for the 
cannabinoid found in spice. Urinalysis is now done in cases 
where there is an active criminal investigation. 

But that could change if the Navy succeeds with efforts to 
better detect and screen for the chemicals in synthetic 
marijuana so it can actively test for spice use. 

The Navy and Marine Corps Public Health Center is 
working on research to enhance urinalysis testing, according 
to the Navy Bureau of Medicine and Surgery. 

The Navy also is working with the Armed Forces Medical 
Examiner Service and with the Air Force to develop 
screenings. 

16. Education Benefits 
Troops seeking to go to school on the government’s dime 

should do so now, because the military’s tuition assistance 
benefit could change dramatically soon. 

Many top military officials want to scale back the TA 
program, cutting the benefit offered and adding new 
restrictions. TA costs have more than tripled since 2001 to 
well over half a billion dollars a year. 

Adding to the uncertainty is the fact that students may be 
unable to use TA money as freely as in the past because of a 
dispute over the Pentagon’s proposed new rules. Many schools 
are balking at signing the new agreement because they say it 
comes with too many bureaucratic strings attached. 

The Pentagon recently delayed the planned Jan. 1 
effective date of its new rules for 90 days to allow for more 
discussion, so for now, Navy members can still tap up to 
$4,000 a year in benefits at nearly any school they choose. But 
that could easily change. 

17. Retirement Overhaul 
Active-duty and retired service members will be watching 

to see whether retirement reform rises on the radar again this 
year. 

Last year, the frenzy to cut federal spending led to fairly 
serious discussions of changing - or even scrapping - the 
traditional 20 year retirement model that has been in effect for 
almost two generations. 

The talk died down a bit after troops and retirees 
expressed widespread outrage and top Pentagon officials tried 
to lessen the furor. Congress considered, but eventually 
dropped, a proposal to create a new commission to review 
military compensation, but Pentagon officials said they are 
working internally on possible changes. Defense Secretary 
Leon Panetta said spiraling military personnel costs must be 
addressed somehow. 
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CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
5. CTF Iraqi Maritime Completes Mission And Disestablishes 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 01 JAN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Lewis Hunsaker, Commander, U.S. Naval Forces 
Central Command/Commander, U.S. Fifth Fleet Public Affairs 

MANAMA, Bahrain -- Combined Task Force Iraqi 
Maritime (CTF IM) declared mission complete and was 
officially disestablished Dec. 31. 

CTF IM was established in 2003 as a result of Operation 
Iraqi Freedom to support the government of Iraq in 
maintaining the integrity of Iraqi territorial waters and the 
defense of the Al Basrah and Khawr Al Amaya oil terminals. 
It consisted of naval assets from the U.S. Navy and Coast 
Guard, the Royal Australian Navy and the British Royal Navy 
working alongside elements of the Iraqi Navy and the Iraqi 
Marines. 

The coalition maritime component synchronized training 
and capacity building efforts between U.S. Forces-Iraq and 
U.S. Naval Forces Central Command. 

"This is a significant milestone and demonstrates that the 
Iraqi Navy has the capacity to protect its coastline and 
offshore assets," said Rear Adm. Charles M. Gaouette, deputy 
commander, U.S. Naval Forces Central Command 
(NAVCENT). 

CTF IM oversaw the training between U.S. Navy surface 
combatants, patrol boats, air assets and Iraqi Maritime forces 
while exercising tactical control of Iraqi patrol boats to 
conduct maritime patrol operations. 

The U.S. Navy will continue to conduct training, 
exercises, and further our relations with Iraqi Maritime Forces. 

"Our continued partnership with the Iraq Maritime Forces 
is important to us, and we remain deeply committed to 
security and stability of the region," said Gaouette. 



 14

Naval personnel from various countries, backgrounds and 
expertise provided hands-on training that prepared the Iraqi 
Navy and Marines for success. 

NAVCENT is responsible for approximately 2.5 million 
square miles of area including the Arabian Gulf, Red Sea, 

Gulf of Oman, parts of the Indian Ocean and 20 countries. 
U.S. Fifth Fleet's mission is to conduct maritime security 
operations, defeat violent extremism and strengthen partner 
nations' maritime capabilities in order to promote security and 
stability in the U.S. Central Command area of responsibility. 
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6. Republic of Korea Consulate General Visits USS Essex 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 30 DEC 11) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Linda S. Swearingen, USS Essex Public Affairs 

SASEBO, Japan -- The Republic of Korea consulate 
general and the principal officer U.S. Consulate Fukuoka 
visited forward-deployed amphibious assault ship USS Essex 
(LHD 2), Dec. 29. 

ROK Consulate General Cho Jung-Won and Principle 
Officer U.S. Consulate Fukuoka Jason R. Cubas toured 
Command Fleet Activities Sasebo (CFAS) and later toured 
Essex after expressing an interest in seeing the Navy's only 
forward-deployed amphibious assault ship. 

Cho and Cubas visited Sasebo to meet with CFAS 
Commanding Officer Capt. Charles W. Rock and Essex' 
Commanding Officer Capt. David Fluker to learn more about 
the capabilities and assets of Sasebo and the Essex 
Amphibious Ready Group (ARG). 

"It is an honor and a privilege to be able to host a tour of 
Essex for the Republic of Korea consulate general and 
principal officer, U.S. Consulate Fukuoka," said Fluker. "It is 
important for our allies in the region to understand the U.S. 

Navy's capability to provide humanitarian assistance and 
disaster relief, maritime security and crisis intervention." 

Fluker also spoke about Essex' role in the Essex 
Amphibious Ready Group as well as the ship's numerous 
recent patrols and exercises. Essex recently participated in 
patrols of the South China Sea, Philippine Sea and the Celebes 
Sea. 

"The versatility of Essex is remarkable," said Cubas. "I 
think that it is important for America to educate our allies 
about the impressive and diverse functions of our Navy. I will 
personally do anything I can to showcase our nation's great 
fleet." 

Fluker escorted Cho, Cubas and guests through the ship, 
and described the success of the Navy and Marine Corps team 
in recent exercises such as Amphibious Landing Exercise and 
Operation Tomodachi. 

Essex is part of the Essex Amphibious Ready Group and 
reports to Commander, Amphibious Force 7th Fleet Rear 
Adm. J. Scott Jones, who is headquartered in Okinawa, Japan. 
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7. Cruiser Vella Gulf Deployment Rescheduled 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 03 JAN 12) 

NORFOLK - The deployment of the cruiser Vella Gulf to 
the Mediterranean Sea has been rescheduled for today. 

More than 300 sailors and officers aboard the cruiser were 
originally scheduled to depart Norfolk Naval Station on 
Monday. 

The ship will relieve the destroyer Ramage, currently on 
patrol in the region. 

The Vella Gulf is commanded by Capt. Mark W. Harris. 
The ship will support the ballistic missile defense of Europe 
during deployment. 

Return to Index 
 

8. USS Carl Vinson Departs Hong Kong 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 30 DEC 11) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Byron C. Linder, USS Carl Vinson Public Affairs 

HONG KONG -- Sailors assigned to Nimitz-class aircraft 
carrier USS Carl Vinson (CVN 70) and embarked Carrier Air 
Wing (CVW) 17 departed Hong Kong's Victoria Harbor Dec. 
30 after a three-day port visit. 

The Vinson crew welcomed aboard more than 400 
visitors to the ship's hangar bay Dec. 27 for a reception. U.S. 
service members mingled with their guests and counterparts 
from the People's Liberation Army (PLA). 

Attendees also took an aircraft elevator ride to tour the 
carrier's flight deck. Vinson's S-2 Division, of Supply 
Department, provided 800 pounds of food, including meat, 
seafood, cakes, fruits and vegetables. More than 24 hours were 
devoted to cook, chop, fry and bake the various items, with a 
separate team assigned to transform the hangar bay into a 
reception area with tables and carpet. 

"The Food Service personnel did an outstanding job in 
preparing and executing this event," said S-2 Division's 
Leading Chief Petty Officer, Master Chief Culinary Specialist 
(SW/AW) Wilfred Cheong. "They took pride in their work 
regardless of their task, and it showed every step of the way." 

Sailors volunteered their liberty time to interact with their 
host country through six community service (COMSERV) 
projects Dec. 28-29. Three hundred Sailors completed myriad 
of tasks - from fixing up and painting a home for the elderly to 
working at a homeless shelter. The COMSERVs, spearheaded 
by Vinson's Religious Ministries Department, were a popular 
liberty choice among Sailors. 

"We probably filled up about 75 percent of the available 
slots within the first hour-and-a-half of the information 
coming out," said Religious Ministries Department's assistant 
leading petty officer Religious Programs Specialist 2nd Class 
Matthew Johnson. "Within three days, it was full. Usually 
about three weeks before a port visit, people start coming in 
asking about COMSERVs non-stop before we have any 
information. Once the information comes out, the phone just 
keeps ringing and the door's always opening." 

Sailors also took advantage of opportunities to see Hong 
Kong's cultural offerings with Morale, Welfare and Recreation 
(MWR)-sponsored tours. From Disneyland and shopping to 
mountain biking and golf, MWR's goal was to offer something 
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for everyone with 19 tours to choose from. Vinson's rugby and 
soccer teams also played against local Hong Kong nationals, 
building camaraderie over a common interest. 

"It is important to have a variety of activities because 
everyone's interests differ. Everyone has limited liberty time 
and they want to make the most of it," said Therese Guinane, 
Vinson's ‘Fun Boss’. "Since we visited Hong Kong in May, 
this was also an opportunity for Sailors to try something new 
they didn't get to do then." 

Vinson and CVW 17, along with guided-missile destroyer 
USS Halsey (DDG 97) and guided-missile cruiser USS 
Bunker Hill (CG 52), comprise Carrier Strike Group 1 and are 
conducting a western Pacific deployment. 

Vinson Sailors Make Clean Sweep 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 31 DEC 11) Mass 

Communication Specialist Seaman Dean M. Cates, USS Carl 
Vinson Public Affairs 

Sailors aboard Nimitz-class aircraft carrier USS Carl 
Vinson (CVN 70) and embarked Carrier Air Wing (CVW) 17 
visited Saint Barnabus' Society and Home as part of a 
community service (COMSERV) project Dec. 29, during the 
ship's port visit to Hong Kong. 

Saint Barnabus' Society and Home is a homeless shelter 
in Western District, Hong Kong. For some Vinson Sailors this 
was the first time they participated in a community outreach 
event. Other Vinson Sailors had visited the shelter during the 
ship's last visit to Hong Kong in May. 

"I wanted to help someone else so I decided to try a 
COMSERV for the first time. We went there and cleaned for 

them and gave a helping hand," said Aviation Ordnanceman 
1st Class Alfredo J. Razo, assigned to Supply Department's S-
2 Division. 

"My dad has given so much to his community, and he has 
inspired me to help out in the community as well," said 
Aviation Boatswain's Mate (Handling) Airman Apprentice 
William Arms, assigned to Air Department's V-3 Division. 

Vinson Sailors rolled up their sleeves to help and were 
thankful to participate, even if the work wasn't what they had 
come to expect from a COMSERV. 

"We didn't build or destroy anything, we actually went 
and cleaned up. That little bit helped the people who work at 
the shelter," Razo said. 

That "little bit" had Sailors sweeping floors, washing 
windows and cleaning restrooms. As dirt and dust hit the dust 
pans, the residents of the shelter peeked out to see what all the 
commotion was about. 

"The shelter residents were ecstatic with all the dirt and 
leaves we took out. They were happy we were there and took 
time out of our day to help out," Razo said. 

"Assisting a foreign community, realizing service isn't 
limited to just the United States but also to countries around 
the world brought me a good feeling," Arms said. 

Arms was not the only volunteer to express positive 
feelings about being a world citizen and looking out for those 
in need. 

"I can't wait for the next COMSERV. I'll definitely take 
more people with me next time," Razo added. 
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9. Carrier Truman's Port Anchor Chain Is Back In Service 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 03 JAN 12) 

The aircraft carrier Harry S. Truman recently reached 
another milestone in its maintenance cycle: the re-installation 
of the ship's massive port anchor chain. 

More than 30 Sailors and 10 Norfolk Naval Shipyard 
workers assisted in lifting the 249,000-pound chain 80 feet 
from the dry dock into the ship's forecastle, according to a 
news release. The carrier's two chains and anchors were 
removed in April for sandblasting and painting. 

With them out of the way, the deck department and 
rehabilitation teams worked in the forecastle, sandblasting and 
painting the hawse pipe, the hole for the anchor chain on the 

bow of the ship. The chains were also sandblasted and painted 
so the markers on them, which are used when dropping 
anchor, could be read clearly. 

Once the chains and anchors had been refurbished, Sailors 
attached a line to the port anchor chain and pulled it up using 
the ship's port side capstan. 

When the bitter end - the attaching link of the chain - 
reached the forecastle, Sailors wrapped it around the wildcat, 
guided it into the chain locker, and attached it to the bulkhead. 

The carrier is expected to return to the fleet this summer. 
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GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
10. Iran Threatens Action If U.S. Carrier Returns: IRNA 
(REUTERS 03 JAN 12) ... Parisa Hafezi 

TEHRAN -- Iran will take action if a U.S. aircraft carrier 
which left the area because of Iranian naval exercises returns 
to the Gulf, the state news agency quoted army chief Ataollah 
Salehi as saying on Tuesday. 

"Iran will not repeat its warning ... the enemy's carrier has 
been moved to the Sea of Oman because of our drill. I 
recommend and emphasize to the American carrier not to 
return to the Persian Gulf," Salehi told IRNA. 

"I advise, recommend and warn them (the Americans) 
over the return of this carrier to the Persian Gulf because we 

are not in the habit of warning more than once," the semi-
official Fars news agency quoted Salehi as saying. 

Salehi did not name the aircraft carrier or give details of 
the action Iran might take if it returned. 

Iran completed 10 days of naval exercises in the Gulf on 
Monday, and said during the drills that if foreign powers 
imposed sanctions on its crude exports it could shut the Strait 
of Hormuz, through which 40 percent of the world's traded oil 
is shipped. 

The U.S. Fifth Fleet, which is based in Bahrain, said it 
would not allow shipping to be disrupted in the strait. 
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Iran said on Monday it had successfully test-fired two 
long-range missiles during its naval drill, flexing its military 
muscle in the face of mounting Western pressure over its 
controversial nuclear program. 

Iran also said it had no intention of closing the Strait of 
Hormuz but had carried out "mock" exercises on shutting the 
strategic waterway. 

Tehran denies Western accusations that it is secretly 
trying to build atomic bombs, saying it needs nuclear 
technology to generate electricity. 

The United States and Israel have not ruled out military 
action against Iran if diplomacy fails to resolve the Islamic 
state's nuclear row with the West. 

The European Union is considering following the United 
States in banning imports of Iranian crude oil. U.S. President 
Barack Obama signed new sanctions against Iran into law on 
Saturday, stepping up the pressure by adding sanctions on 
financial institutions that deal with Iran's central bank. 
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11. Iran Tests Cruise Missile During Navy War Games 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 02 JAN 12) ... Siavosh Ghazi 

Iran on Monday successfully tested a Ghader ground-to-
ship cruise missile on the last day of navy war games near the 
Strait of Hormuz, the official news agency IRNA quoted a 
navy spokesman as saying. 

"This missile built by Iranian experts successfully hit its 
target and destroyed it," Commodore Mahmoud Mousavi was 
quoted as saying. 

He said it was "the first time" a Ghader missile had been 
tested. 

The Ghader missile, also known as the Qader, is said to 
have a range of 200 kilometers (120 miles), which is generally 
considered medium-range or even short-range for a cruise 
missile, even though IRNA described it as "long-range." 

Mousavi earlier told the ISNA news agency that "the 
Ghader is an ultra-modern missile with an integrated, ultra-
precise radar whose range and intelligent anti-detection system 
have been improved over previous generations." 

Mousavi said the navy was to test two other types of 
missiles later Monday, a surface-to-surface Nour missile also 
with a range of 200 kilometres, and a Nasr anti-ship missile 
with a shorter range. 

The Ghader is said to be entirely built by Iran. The Nour 
and Nasr missiles are based on Chinese designs. 

The Nour, also known as the Noor, is based on China's C-
802 missile. Mousavi said the Nour missile to be fired "has 
been improved with its anti-radar and targeting system," 
according to ISNA. 

An Iranian Nour missile was reportedly used by the Iran-
linked Hezbollah militia in Lebanon to disable an Israeli 
warship during a 2006 conflict. 

The Nasr anti-ship missile is based on China's C-704 
missile and has a range of 35 kilometres (22 miles). Iran has 
them mounted aboard patrol boats. 

Mousavi was quoted as saying that Syrian military 
observers would watch the tests. 

Iran's navy started its 10 days of war games near the Strait 
of Hormuz on December 24. They are due to finish Monday 
after the missile tests and an exercise practising "a new tactical 
formation" to be used to close the strait if so ordered, Mousavi 
was quoted as saying Sunday by the ISNA news agency. 

On Sunday, the Iranian navy successfully tested "an anti-
radar medium-range missile," Mousavi said. 

Iranian leaders and military officials have warned that 
additional Western sanctions could push them to close the 
Strait of Hormuz, through which 20 percent of the world's oil 
flows. 

Those warnings became more strident in recent days, with 
Vice President Mohammad Reza Rahimi vowing last Tuesday 
that "not a drop of oil will pass through the Strait of Hormuz" 
if more sanctions were imposed. 

The United States, which bases its Fifth Fleet in the Gulf, 
has said it will not tolerate a closure of the strait. 

Concern over the situation increased Saturday when U.S. 
President Barack Obama signed into law new measures 
targeting Iran's central bank and financial sector. 

The extra U.S. sanctions aim to squeeze Iran's crucial oil 
sales, most of which are processed by the central bank. They 
will make foreign firms choose between doing business with 
the Islamic republic or the economically mighty United States. 

Iran's currency, the rial, slipped to a record low Sunday on 
that news. 

The state news agency IRNA and an Iranian website 
tracking the currency said it slid to around 16,000 to the 
dollar. 

The European Union is also mulling an embargo on 
Iranian oil purchases, and a decision could be announced at an 
EU foreign ministers' meeting at the end of the month. 

Iran, the second-biggest producer in OPEC after Saudi 
Arabia, depends on oil sales for 80 percent of its foreign 
currency earnings. 
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12. U.S. Bolsters UAE's Missile Defense In Arms Deal 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 31 DEC 11) ... Dan De Luce 

WASHINGTON - The United States has announced a 
$3.48 billion arms deal with the United Arab Emirates as part 
of a wider American effort to build up missile defenses among 
Gulf allies to counter Iran. 

The announcement late Dec. 30 came amid threats from 
Iran to close the vital Strait of Hormuz if Western countries 
press ahead with punitive sanctions and a day after the United 

States sealed a $30 billion arms deal to provide another Gulf 
ally - Saudi Arabia - with 84 new F-15 fighter jets. 

The agreement with UAE includes two sophisticated 
missile defense batteries, 96 missiles, two radars, spare parts 
and training, Pentagon press secretary George Little said in a 
statement. 
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"This sale is an important step in improving the region's 
security through a regional missile defense architecture," Little 
said. 

Amid rising tensions with Iran, the U.S. arms deal is the 
latest in a series designed by Washington to bolster missile 
defense weaponry in Gulf states that are increasingly anxious 
over Tehran's missile arsenal and nuclear program. 

The United States and Saudi Arabia unveiled a $1.7 
billion deal earlier in 2011 to boost the country's Patriot 
missile batteries and Kuwait has purchased 209 GEM-T 
missiles worth $900 million. 

The regional missile defense plan pursued by President 
Barack Obama's administration calls for land-based 
interceptors to knock out incoming missiles backed up by a 
detection network on U.S. Navy Aegis-class warships. 

U.S. officials say the arms sales in the Gulf send a signal 
to Iran that its missile build-up and nuclear program are 
undermining its security and leaving the country isolated. 

Iran meanwhile kept tensions simmering on Saturday, 
saying it was preparing a series of missile tests near the 
strategic Strait of Hormuz. 

The U.S. military has warned a closure of the strait "will 
not be tolerated" after Iranian Vice President Reza Rahimi's 
threat this week that "not a drop of oil" will pass through the 
channel if more Western sanctions are imposed over Tehran's 
nuclear project. 

U.S. officials said the United Arab Emirates is the first 
country to purchase the advanced anti-missile network known 
as Thaad, or Terminal High Altitude Area Defense System. 

"Acquisition of this critical defense system will bolster 
the UAE's air and missile defense capability and enhance the 
already robust ballistic missile defense cooperation between 
the United States and the UAE," Little said. 

Both the United States and the UAE want to see "a secure 
and stable" Gulf region, he said. 

The Pentagon also said it had awarded U.S. defense giant 
Lockheed Martin Corp. with a contract worth $1.96 billion to 
supply the United Arab Emirates with the two Thaad anti-
missile batteries. 
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13. Daylong Fire On Russian Submarine Took Hundreds Of Workers To Extinguish 
(NEW YORK TIMES 30 DEC 11) ... Ellen Barry 

MOSCOW — The authorities in Russia marshaled more 
than 400 firefighters and 170 emergency workers to extinguish 
a fire on Friday that had raged for almost a day on the hull of a 
nuclear submarine in dry dock near the northern port of 
Murmansk. Seven sailors and two emergency workers were 
treated for smoke inhalation. 

On Thursday, enormous plumes of smoke and flame 
lighted the sky above the submarine, the 550-foot 
Yekaterinburg, a Delta IV-class vessel commissioned in 1985. 
Officials claimed to have brought the fire under control within 
hours. But on Friday they made clear that the effort had been 
enormous. Only by partly submerging the vessel were they 
able to douse the flames on the hull’s rubber coating, which 
minimizes noise and makes the submarine more difficult for 
enemies to detect. 

The chief of the General Staff of the Russian armed 
forces, Nikolai Makarov, flew to the snowy port with a team 
of military investigators, and the story topped the Friday news 
on Russian television. 

President Dmitri A. Medvedev ordered investigators to 
uncover the cause of the fire and told military officials to 
ensure that the vessel could return to service. Vice Premier 
Dmitri O. Rogozin told the Interfax news agency that the fire 
had not affected the vessel’s seaworthiness, though other 
officials said the extent of the damage was not yet clear. 

Russia has been shaken by a grim series of submarine 
disasters in the past. In 2000, an onboard explosion sank the 
Kursk submarine in the Barents Sea, killing all 118 sailors and 

officers aboard. In that case, information was slow to emerge, 
and the authorities initially refused offers of rescue help from 
foreign navies while insisting that a collision with a foreign 
submarine had caused the crash. The slow government 
response provoked public fury and stained the new president 
at the time, Vladimir V. Putin. 

This time, new information emerged at a rapid clip. The 
fire seemed to have originated on wooden scaffolding that 
surrounded the vessel while it was in dry dock, possibly in the 
course of welding work, and spread to an area of 1,600 square 
feet. There were also questions about smoking. 

“A disaster is caused by people,” Capt. Igor Kurdin, the 
vessel’s former commander, told television crews. “Somebody 
smoked, and I am absolutely sure that it wasn’t a submariner 
but the factory crew that works there. A submariner would 
never do that.” 

The Yekaterinburg is normally armed with 16 nuclear-
tipped intercontinental ballistic missiles, but they had been 
offloaded during the repairs, and its nuclear reactor was 
switched off, officials have said. Igor Konashenkov, a 
spokesman for the Ministry of Defense, said no abnormal 
radiation levels had been detected on the vessel or in the 
surrounding area. 

A statement Friday morning by the Defense Ministry said 
that part of the submarine’s crew had remained aboard to 
measure temperature and gas concentrations throughout the 
firefighting effort. All those measurements were in normal 
range, it said. 
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14. Russia Hands Over Nuke Sub Nerpa To India: Report 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 30 DEC 11) 

MOSCOW - Russia has handed over the nuclear-powered 
attack submarine Nerpa to India following more than two 
years of delays, a senior naval official was quoted as saying 
Dec. 30. 

"The signing ceremony happened yesterday at the Bolshoi 
Kamen ship building facility in the (Far East) Primorye region 
where the Nerpa is now based," the official in the naval chief 
of staff told ITAR-TASS. 
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Russian reports said an Indian crew would sail the Akula 
II class craft to its home base at the end of January after 
receiving it on a 10-year lease that has angered India's arch-
rival Pakistan and resulted in retaliation threats. 

The craft is due to reach its Bay of Bengal base of 
Visakhapatnam under the Indian flag in February and be 
commissioned by the navy in March. 

"All of the naval tests and performance checks have been 
completed," the Russian official said. "The crew will begin 
making themselves feel at home on board the craft after New 
Year and start sailing it to India in the latter half of January." 

An unnamed Russian official at the Amur district facility 
where the Nerpa was built added that the "Indian side is fully 
satisfied by the volume and quality of the tests" completed on 
the Nerpa at sea. 

The Nerpa will be the first nuclear-powered submarine to 
be operated by India in nearly two decades after it 
decommissioned its last such Soviet-built vessel in 1991. 

India is completing the development of its own Arihant-
classnuclear-powered ballistic submarines and the Nerpa's 
delivery is expected to help crews train for the domestic boat's 
introduction into service next year. 

The Russian Pacific port ceremony was held on the same 
day that a shipyard fire engulfed the Northern Fleet's 
Yekaterinburg nuclear-powered strategic submarine in the 
Murmansk region on the opposite side of the country. 

The Nerpa had initially been due to be handed over to 
India in 2009 but experienced various problems during testing. 

It suffered a mishap during trials in the Sea of Japan in 
November 2008 that killed 20 sailors when a fire extinguisher 
released a deadly chemical that was accidentally loaded into 
the system. 

Media reports said that some of the ship's equipment 
malfunctioned during testing and that the weapons navigation 
system did not work to India's specifications. 

The 8,140-ton vessel can fire a range of torpedoes as well 
as Granat cruise missiles that can be nuclear-tipped. India has 
promised not to arm the submarine with nuclear-tipped cruise 
missiles under its obligations to international treaties it 
adopted after conducting a series of atomic tests in the 1990s. 

But the craft's delivery has still upset Pakistan. 
"Rest assured, there will be no compromise in terms of 

maintaining the credibility of our deterrence," Pakistan foreign 
office spokesman Abdul Basit was quoted as saying by The 
Asian Age newspaper this week. 

The submarine is due to be commissioned as the INS 
Chakra in India under a2004 agreement that has seen the 
South Asian giant pay $650 million in construction costs. 

Newspaper reports in India said New Delhi may end up 
paying as much as $900 million under the terms of the deal. 
Russia's RIA Novosti news agencies valued the contract at 
$920 million. 

Russia supplies 70 percent of India's military hardware 
but New Delhi has been unhappy about delays to arms orders 
from Moscow and has looked to other suppliers including 
Israel and the United States in recent years. 
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PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
15. Earn Credentials To Help Get Civilian Job 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 03 JAN 12) 

Sailors who are being forced to leave the service this year 
as a result of Enlisted Retention Board decisions are eligible to 
earn professional credentials that can help them land civilian 
jobs. 

Navy Credentialing Opportunities Online, or COOL, is a 
Web-based hub for certifications, licenses, apprenticeships 
and other opportunities that correspond with each Navy rating, 
job and occupation. It also provides funding for enlisted 
personnel to obtain civilian licenses and certifications, 
according to a news release. 

Sailors who are separating may seek a waiver from the 
requirement to have at least one year remaining on their 
enlistment to apply for funding for certification and licensure 
exams. To be eligible, enlisted Sailors must meet one of the 
following requirements: They must be in the appropriate 
rating or occupation for the credential; be currently working in 
or have been assigned to such a position; have prior 
documented experience in such a position; or the credential 
must be relevant to the Sailor's command or the Navy 
Reserve. 
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16. Aviation Bonuses Won’t Rebound In 2012 
Latest Cuts Cost Some Pilots $20K a Year 
(NAVY TIMES 09 JAN 12) ... Joshua Stewart 

An update to aviator retention bonuses that cut pay as 
much as $20,000 for some pilots and $10,000 for some naval 
flight officers last year will continue this year, officials say. 

Most aviators headed into their department-head tours 
will see Aviation Career Continuation Pay bonuses at levels 
much smaller than the ones offered two years ago. The bonus 
levels for each airframe have not been set, but they are 
expected to be announced within the next few months. 

The bonuses are meant to entice enough pilots and naval 
flight officers to be department-heads and to reach other career 
milestones, including command. Only aviators who have 

fulfilled their active-duty service obligations and are 
approaching department-head tours are eligible. 

The current pay structure replaced a policy under which 
pilots received $25,000 each year and NFOs received $15,000 
annually, regardless of type of aircraft. 

Bonuses were trimmed for most communities last year. 
The Orion community saw the biggest cuts, with pilots going 
from $25,000 to $5,000, while NFOs went from $15,000 to 
$5,000. Hornet and Super Hornet pilots continued to receive 
the maximum $25,000 per year, and naval flight officers for 



 19

electronic attack squadrons saw an increase, to $20,000 per 
year. 

Cmdr. Wayne Baze, deputy director for aviation 
distribution, said that several factors are considered when 
creating the pay system and setting bonus levels, such as 
trying to predict whether aviators plan to continue their Navy 
careers. 

They look at past “first year take rates,” the percentage of 
aviators who take a bonus to become a department-head as 
soon as it’s offered. Typically, 90 percent of aviators take the 
bonus as soon as they’re eligible, and a high acceptance rate 
indicates that a significant percentage of aviators from a 
community probably plan to stay in the service, leaving it 
well-staffed. 

“If the community didn’t take [the bonus] at the rates we 
expected, that would be a reason, perhaps, for us to offer a 
little more in the subsequent year,” Baze said. 

All aircraft communities are on target to meet their 
personnel goals, he said. Baze would not say how the Navy’s 
success meeting retention targets could affect future bonus 
levels. 

Fleet needs, private sector policy 
Planners consider the Navy’s future needs and make sure 

they are shaping the force to keep aviators where they are 
needed, Baze said. 

They also look at the national economy and follow 
research from airline consulting firms. They’re particularly 
mindful of pilot personnel policies for commercial airlines, 

said Cmdr. Shannon Parker, the aviation career continuation 
pay program manager. Something as small as moving back the 
retirement age for airline pilots may mean fewer commercial 
job openings and fewer opportunities for naval aviators to 
jump into the private sector. That factors into continuation pay 
levels, Parker said. 

The current pay setup is similar to one that was in place 
from fiscal 1989 until the early 2000s. 

“It’s not entirely back to what it was 10 years ago, but it’s 
the same structure,” Baze said. 

According to a 1999 report by the Center for Naval 
Analysis, the old, tiered retention-pay system created “castes 
of ‘haves’ and ‘have-nots’” that hurt morale and retention. 

“Whether equality does affect retention is controversial,” 
according to the report. “Most economic analysts and 
compensation specialists believe that it does not. On the other 
hand, most of the aviators we spoke to insisted that inequality 
does harm retention.” 

The system was redesigned in part because of a shortage 
of about 1,000 officers in aviation communities, Parker said. 
From 2006 to 2009, all eligible pilots and NFOs received 
$25,000 per year. In fiscal 2010, that was adjusted to $25,000 
annually for pilots and $15,000 annually for NFOs. 

The current pay structure hasn’t been in place long 
enough to determine whether it’s creating the sort of retention 
or morale problems found under the old policy, Baze said, but 
it does not appear so. 
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17. Bataan's Service Members Reach New Year's Goals 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 31 DEC 11) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Tamekia Perdue, USS Bataan Public Affairs 

USS BATAAN, At Sea (NNS) -- Sailors and Marines 
attached to the Bataan Amphibious Ready Group (BATARG) 
and 22nd Marine Expeditionary Unit (MEU) closed out the 
year by reflecting on the personal and professional goals they 
have achieved, and they set their sights on fresh goals for 
2012. 

The BATARG deployed more than nine months ago and 
has since conducted exercises and operations in the U.S. Fifth 
and Sixth areas of responsibility. 

For many Sailors, earning their Enlisted Surface Warfare 
Specialist (ESWS) or Enlisted Air Warfare Specialist (EAWS) 
qualification was a top priority. 

"When I first found out I was coming to the ship I was 
nervous like anyone else would be, but I had a great group of 
people in my shop that took a lot of time and prepared me for 
what I needed to get done as soon as possible," said 
Electronics Technician 3rd Class (SW) Philip Strube. "I think 
that if my friends in my shop were not so hard on me that life 
would have been easier, but I would have done nothing to 
better myself. I am glad that they put pressure on me to get 
qualifications because looking back now, I am further ahead 
than I was expecting." 

Having successfully achieved his ESWS goal, Strube 
plans on earning his EAWS qualification in 2012. 

Professional development was an important goal for many 
service members, with many Sailors and Marines using the 
long deployment to become well-versed in their rate. 

"I not only earned my EAWS qualification, but I made the 
next rank, allowing me to stay in the Navy and open up even 

more opportunities down the line," said Aviation 
Aerographer's Mate 2nd Class (AW) Jason Quinn, attached to 
Fleet Weather Center Strike Group Oceanographic Team 
based out of Norfolk, Va. "I have pushed myself, and I have 
accomplished more than I thought imaginable." 

"I earned my ESWS on this deployment and I also was 
able to show my team that I can be a leader by stepping up as 
a Seaman Apprentice," said Cryptologic Technician 
Collection (SW) Seaman Veronica Holston, attached to Navy 
Information Operations Command. "I made it a priority to 
learn everything I could about all the equipment that I work 
around, and that has helped me to become a better 
cryptologist. I am positive that I will be ready to put on third 
class when that time comes." 

Holston says one of her professional goals for 2012 is to 
work towards the Information Dominance Warfare Pin 
(EIDWS). 

For Quinn, the deployment gave him a chance to explore 
his strengths and test his character and has opened the door to 
new opportunities. 

"I owe the Navy a lot," said Quinn. "I have found out 
more about myself and who I am as a person, and I am proud 
of myself and proud to be in the Navy." 

Marines attached to the embarked 22nd MEU have also 
gained valuable career development skills during the 
deployment through the Marine Corps Martial Arts Program 
(MCMAP). 

"I started this deployment as a gray belt in MCMAP, and 
my goal was to earn my black belt, which is the highest level 
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you can go in MCMAP," said Lance Cpl. Chad Springer. "I 
am currently a brown belt, and next week I will be doing my 
final test to get my black belt." 

Springer credits the program for teaching him discipline 
and says that the experience has helped him mature both 
personally and professionally. 

"Earning my black belt is a milestone that I have taken 
head on, and it will open up a lot of career opportunities for 

me in the future," said Springer. "I am hoping that since I 
received my black belt as a lance corporal, that I will be able 
to pick up rank as a corporal next year. I joined partially for 
the college aspect and now that I have some of my 
qualifications out of the way I can focus on getting my degree. 
I am definitely proud to say that this was the best thing I could 
have done for myself." 
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18. Norfolk-Based Seaman Standing Tall With Warfare Pins 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 31 DEC 11) ... Corinne Reilly 

When the Navy ship Vella Gulf leaves Norfolk next week 
for a months-long deployment to the Mediterranean Sea, at 
least one Sailor on board will be walking especially tall 
through the cruiser's narrow, winding passageways. 

Twenty-year-old Jasmine Lee enlisted 14 months ago. As 
a seaman apprentice, one rank above the service's newest 
recruits, she's about as junior as a Sailor gets, and her uniform 
says so. She’ll need a couple more promotions to begin 
wearing rank insignia. 

Unlike most Sailors in her paygrade, though, her chest 
bears more than her last name. Stitched into the fabric on the 
left side of her shirt are two symbols. The top one depicts a 
pair of cutlasses crossing over ocean waves. The bottom one is 
a ship’s anchor with wings. They’re called warfare 
qualification pins, and many Sailors with twice her seniority 
haven’t yet earned them. 

“The first thing I heard about the pins is that if you have 
them, no one on the ship will bother you,” says Lee, a Florida 
native who is petite, soft-spoken and unassuming. “It means 
you’re squared away – you’re a hard worker.” 

More formally, the pins signify that Lee is both surface 
warfare qualified and aviation warfare qualified. That means 
she’s mastered all aspects of surface ship operations, from the 
engineering and reactor plants to administration and logistics, 
as well as operations on the flight deck. 

While it’s unusual for Sailors of her rank to have the 
qualifications, it is becoming less so – a trend that highlights a 
significant change for the Navy in recent years: If you want to 
stay in, you have to prove yourself, regardless of your rank 
and job. 

“The Navy isn’t a guaranteed career anymore,” says Chief 
Petty Officer Tricia Ghunney, who was an important mentor 
to Lee during her quest for the pins. “If you’re not going 
above and beyond to show that you’re interested in your job 
and you want to advance, there’s a good chance that’s going to 
be noticed.” 

Indeed, the Navy plans to discharge roughly 3,000 Sailors 
next year in an effort to thin its ranks in overmanned job 
classes, or ratings, as the Navy calls them. Among the things 

the service considered in deciding who to let go was whether a 
Sailor had earned warfare qualifications. 

For Lee, the decision to start working for her pins early 
was driven more by her own motivation than by fear of losing 
her job. 

“What I wanted was to really learn my rating,” she says, 
“and in my mind the best way to do that was to deploy.” 

She started working for her first pin, in surface warfare, 
early this year. By then she’d been designated an operations 
specialist and had reported aboard her first ship, the Norfolk-
based aircraft carrier Theodore Roosevelt, which was 
undergoing an extensive maintenance overhaul in Newport 
News. Ghunney worked in the same department as Lee, and 
when she learned that Lee wanted to deploy, she made her a 
deal: Get your pins, and I’ll get you on a ship that’s going to 
sea. 

So Lee redoubled her efforts. She attended a week-long 
academy for Sailors trying to earn their pins, which gave her 
the basics. Then she studied on her own. 

How many hours did she put in? “How many hours are in 
10 months?” she answers. “I put all my spare time into it.” 

Her work culminated with written tests for each pin, as 
well as oral exams before a board of experts – an experience 
she describes as “totally nerve-wracking.” 

She finally received her second pin earlier this month. She 
credits Ghunney as a major factor in her success. 

“She invested a lot of time in helping me studying and 
giving me those pushes I needed.” 

She also credits her dad, Deorick Lee, who is a 20-year 
Navy veteran and a senior chief petty officer with Submarine 
Force Atlantic in Norfolk. 

“I told her that knowledge is power,” he says. “I’m really 
proud of her.” 

Lee says she’s fairly sure she’ll follow in his footsteps 
and make the Navy her career, too. 

And as for the pins, she says what she heard about them 
has turned out to be true. 

“Yeah,” she grins. “When people see them on your chest 
when you pass them on the ship, it definitely gets you a little 
extra respect.” 
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19. Sailor Gets Big Welcome Home 
(GALVESTON DAILY NEWS 01 JAN 12) ... Christopher Smith Gonzalez 

GALVESTON — Flags waved in the wind as more than 
40 family members, friends and members of the South East 
Patriot Guard Riders waited in a parking lot in Galveston. 
They gathered to welcome Kevin Gillane, 24, home from a 
seven-month deployment with the Navy. 

When Gillane finally drove down the two long lines of 
waving flags and cheering well wishers, he stepped out of his 
car with a look of surprise. 

“What’s all this?” he asked as he went to hug his crying 
mom. 
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“My world is complete again,” Jennie Meyer, Gillane’s 
mother, said. 

Gillane joined the Navy in June of 2010, Meyer said. His 
first deployment was to the landlocked country of Afghanistan 
as part of the Seabees, the Navy’s construction battalions. 

Gillane, a construction electrician, said he’d been through 
a lot in his time on deployment. After the rigors of 
Afghanistan, he said he didn’t think anything could surprise 
him. 

“I’ve seen a lot and I didn’t think stuff could still surprise 
me, but that definitely caught me off guard,” Gillane said of 
the welcome his mom planned for him. 

The Galveston police and fire departments, along with the 
bikers with the Patriot Guard Riders and Gillane’s family and 
friends, escorted Gillane back to his home with lights flashing 
and horns honking. Neighbors stood on their lawns with 
welcome signs and waved as the procession rode by. 

“I want everyone to shake his hand — I want his arm 
sore,” said Corky Hamilton, senior ride captain with the South 
East Patriot Guard Riders. 

Hamilton said he had participated in more welcome home 
events than he could remember and he said he hoped to keep 
doing them. 

“He’s just one of America’s heroes,” Hamilton said. “We 
hope to bring all of them home. We hope we get to do a 
welcome home for every last one of them.” 

It was a festive scene at the house, with family members 
handing out cake and coffee, neighbors and friends milling 
about and signs hanging from the house. 

“He had a really hard time over there,” Meyer said. 
Because of what he had seen and done, her son has come 

back more subdued and mellowed, Meyer said. 
“He definitely came back a man,” she said. “I think he 

saw and had to deal with a lot of things that I don’t quite think 
they prepare you for in boot camp.” 

Meyer’s said her heart sunk when she first heard her son 
was going to Afghanistan. And while he was away, three of 
his grandparents died, she said. So, to welcome him home, she 
wanted to do something special, Meyer said. 

“This is going to be something that he will remember 
forever,” she said. “This is the welcome home I wanted him to 
have.” 
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20. Details Emerging About 4 Dead In Coronado 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 02 JAN 12) ... Jeanette Steele 

CORONADO — A day after four people died in a New 
Year’s Day shooting in Coronado, it became clear that the toll 
falls heaviest on a Bakersfield family that lost a son and 
daughter, and on the Navy, which lost two young pilots. 

The Sheriff’s Department released no new details 
Monday about the deaths at a rented condominium just off 
Orange Avenue in the usually idyllic tourist town, but family 
and others began to talk about the three men and one woman 
who died. 

David Reis, 25, and his 24-year-old sister, Karen, were 
two of the dead. David Reis was a Navy F/A-18 pilot stationed 
at a Miramar Marine Corps Air Station training squadron, and 
his sister was a former University of California San Diego 
volleyball player who had been coaching high school and club 
teams, said their father, Tom Reis of Bakersfield. 

People familiar with the three men who rented the Park 
Place condo said one of the deceased was roommate Bob 
Reeves, another Navy jet pilot training at Miramar. A third 
Navy pilot who roomed with the pair was out of town when 
the early morning shooting occurred. 

The other dead man is a 31-year-old civilian who lives in 
Chula Vista, according to the county Medical Examiner’s 
Office. 

The shooting occurred just off the city’s main 
thoroughfare, Orange Avenue. At 2:20 a.m., Coronado police 
responded to a call of shots fired at the Park Place unit and 
found a man lying dead in the doorway of the residence. 

Searching inside, they found two other men and a woman, 
all dead. There’s no word who was found where, or if this was 
a murder-suicide — though sheriff’s officials have said there 
are no outstanding suspects. 

The Reis siblings and Reeves were in downtown San 
Diego for New Year’s Eve and then returned to the condo with 

the Chula Vista man, according to 10News, a media partner of 
U-T San Diego. 

David and Karen Reis’ family was in shock over the 
shooting and didn’t know anything about the circumstances, 
Tom Reis said. They are focused on bringing their son and 
daughter to Bakersfield for burial and planning a memorial 
service, he said. 

Karen Reis, who worked at Trader Joe’s while pursuing 
her volleyball interests, lived near Balboa Park and often saw 
her brother, as they were close, their father said. 

April Harter, who lived near Reis in the dorms at UCSD, 
recalled her as “a joy to be around.” 

“She always had a smile on her face and a great attitude. 
This is such a tragic situation,” Harter said in an email. 

David Reis graduated from the University of New Mexico 
with a mechanical engineering degree and was commissioned 
as a naval officer in 2008, his father said in a telephone 
interview. 

He was training at Miramar to fly fighter jets — what 
some call the heart of Navy aviation. 

Don Hubbard, a former Navy pilot and next-door 
neighbor to the Park Place condo, said that the young Navy 
men who roomed there were known to have parties — they 
were “Type A,” like all fighter pilots, he added — but nothing 
too crazy. 

“These were two really good eggs. The cream of the 
Navy,” he said of Reis and Reeves. 

“They were tickled to death to be in the (jet training) 
program,” said Hubbard, who flew PB4Y-2 Privateers in his 
day. 

He said he can make no sense of the killings, but wonders 
about the other man who died. “The only unknown is, ‘Who 
was the third man?’” 
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FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
21. Futenma Push, F-35s Deepen Japan-U.S. Ties 
(KYODO NEWS 31 DEC 11) 

Japan's recent efforts to move ahead with a controversial 
plan to relocate a key U.S. Marine base and its choice of the 
U.S.-led F-35 stealth fighter as its new mainstay fighter 
highlight its continuing priority of deepening security ties with 
the United States. 

Tokyo's new policy of easing restrictions on a 
longstanding arms export ban has also created new rules that 
allow it to take part in joint arms development and production 
with close ally Washington and other friendly nations. 

But with these decisions reached toward the end of 2011 
despite strong opposition and not much debate, critics argue 
that the government's moves were ill-timed and hasty. 

Creating a ruckus before the Okinawa Prefectural 
Government closed its office for the year on Thursday was the 
Defense Ministry's submission of an environmental impact 
assessment report, which marks a step forward in the long-
stalled relocation of U.S. Marine Corps Air Station Futenma 
within Okinawa Prefecture. 

The central government and local community have long 
been at loggerheads over the relocation issue, and this was 
exacerbated by a recent spate of offensive remarks made by 
top ministry officials. 

To avoid confrontation, the ministry's Okinawa bureau 
tried twice to send the documents by courier service instead of 
delivering them in person on Tuesday, but the delivery van 
was blocked during the day by throngs of protesters gathering 
at the prefectural office. 

Bureau officials then carried the report into the guards' 
room at the office themselves during predawn hours the next 
day, prompting the Okinawa government to decide to receive 
it. 

Defense Minister Yasuo Ichikawa defended the unusual 
move as "unavoidable," but local residents have cried foul. 

Susumu Inamine, mayor of Nago, where the base is 
planned to be relocated, told reporters afterward, "I was 
simply dumbfounded when the documents were delivered to 
the guards' room (in the early hours)." 

"What the government of (Prime Minister Yoshihiko) 
Noda wanted to do was to demonstrate to the administration of 
(U.S. President Barack) Obama that it is making good on its 
promise," military journalist Tetsuo Maeda said, referring to 
Noda's pledge to Obama during their summit talks in 
November in Honolulu to submit the report by the yearend. 

While Chief Cabinet Secretary Osamu Fujimura said 
publicly that delivering the document was a matter to be 
handled between the bureau and prefectural government, a 

government official said anonymously that the prime 
minister's office had instructed the Defense Ministry to submit 
the report anytime between Dec. 26 and 28 while leaving it up 
to the ministry how to do so. 

Tokyo's decision on Dec. 20 on the F-35, which is being 
developed by a global consortium led by the United States, as 
the Air Self-Defense Force's next-generation mainstay fighter 
also reflects Tokyo's emphasis on the Japan-U.S. security 
alliance. 

The prevailing view within the government is that the "F-
35 is the natural choice from the standpoint of the Japan-U.S. 
security alliance," one official said. 

The decision was made despite persistent concerns about 
whether the F-35, which is still under development, can be 
delivered in time. 

Maeda pointed out that although the ruling Democratic 
Party of Japan offered an alternative to the public when it 
swept to power in 2009, ending decades of rule by the Liberal 
Democratic Party, it is now no different from the LDP in 
terms of security policies, including the Futenma relocation. 
"Over the past two years, the DPJ has created a framework 
which is even more subservient to the United States than the 
LDP," he said. 

In another move seen to favor the United States, the 
government on Tuesday relaxed its arms export ban drastically 
for the first time since 1967, when it adopted the so-called 
three principles to limit weapons exports, which were 
tightened into a blanket ban in 1976 but relaxed afterward 
with some exceptions for the United States. 

With the latest step, Japan can now take part in joint arms 
development and production at a time when the United States 
and Europe are engaged in such joint programs for high-tech 
weapons such as fighters in an effort to cut costs and improve 
quality. 

Although Maeda said Japan is unlikely to begin arms 
export next year, he voiced concern that "making one 
exception after the other will make the country's three 
principles lose their meaning." 

The three principles originally prohibited weapons sales 
to communist states, countries subject to embargoes under 
U.N. resolutions and nations involved in international 
conflicts, and the government in Tuesday's decision 
maintained them in order not to promote international conflict. 

Notwithstanding the significance of the arms export ban 
to Japan's national defense policy, in-depth discussions have 
not been observed among Cabinet ministers and lawmakers. 
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22. Northrop Grumman To Lay Off 210 In Fort Worth 
(FORT WORTH STAR-TELEGRAM 03 JAN 12) 

Northrop Grumman, one of the main subcontractors on 
Lockheed Martin's F-35 joint strike fighter program, has 
notified the state that about 210 people working in Fort Worth 
will be laid off in February. 

Herndon, Va.-based Northrop Grumman Technical 
Services says in a letter to the Texas Workforce Commission 
that the employees will lose their jobs around Feb. 29. The 

company was required to inform the commission of the layoffs 
under the Worker Adjustment Retraining and Notification Act. 

It was not clear how many people work for the company 
in Fort Worth. 

Northrop is involved in development and production of 
the F-35's weapons system. According to the company, its role 
includes design and production of the center fuselage; 
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production of key avionics and communications subsystems; 
and development of mission systems and training courseware. 

Also in Fort Worth, Northrop has partnered with Bell 
Helicopter to build an unmanned helicopter. 
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BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
23. COMSUBPAC And USS Pasadena CO's Attend Annual New Year's Day Rose Bowl Game 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 31 DEC 11) ... Lt. Cmdr. Jennifer Cragg, Commander, Submarine Group Two Public Affairs 

PASADENA, Calif. -- Keeping with tradition and to 
celebrate the New Year, Commander, Submarine Force 
Pacific and the commanding officer of USS Pasadena (SSN 
752) are attending the 98th New Year's Day Rose Bowl Game 
in Pasadena, Jan. 2. 

"The submarine force has a longstanding relationship with 
the people of Pasadena through their ties to USS Pasadena. 
Pasadena has supported its submarine through numerous 
deployments as the submarine represented the city across the 
globe," said Rear Adm. Frank Caldwell, Commander 
Submarine Force, U.S. Pacific Fleet. "It's an honor to celebrate 
our continued relationship as we ring in the New Year." 

During the namesake visit, Caldwell and Molina will also 
visit with the Pasadena Police Department and Pasadena Navy 
League; attend the Tournament of Roses Parade, and watch 
the Rose Bowl with the Pasadena Foundation and civic 
community leaders. 

USS Pasadena is currently undergoing an extended 
maintenance overhaul at Portsmouth Naval Shipyard in 
Kittery, Maine. Cmdr. Luis Molina, USS Pasadena's 
commanding officer, reflected on the strong ties the submarine 
has with its name-sake city. 

"We maintain one of the strongest relationships with a 
namesake city in the submarine force, and we look forward to 

continuing to forge this mutual relationship when the ship 
relocates to San Diego after our modernization period. I am 
honored to have been invited to represent the ship and the 
Navy as we ring in the New Year with our extended Pasadena 
family," said Molina. 

Earlier this year, during the transit to the shipyard, the 
boat and its crew visited San Diego where they were able to 
conduct a one-day cruise to showcase the professionalism of 
the crew and demonstrate the boat's capabilities to a group of 
civic leaders and members of the Pasadena Foundation. 

"The city of Pasadena has supported the ship and its crew 
throughout its history dating back to before the 
commissioning. They have generously contributed to the 
welfare of the crew and continue to cultivate strong ties with 
the ship and the Navy," said Molina. 

The Rose Bowl was constructed in 1922 and currently 
seats 100,184 people. The size of the football field, about 880 
feet, could fit two Los Angeles class submarines. 

According to the City of Pasadena's website, the 
Tournament of Roses annual parade of flower-covered floats 
has been held in Pasadena since January 1, 1890. Today, the 
average float contains up to 100,000 blossoms. About 
1,000,000 people come to Pasadena to watch the Tournament 
of Roses. 
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24. U.S. Navy Blue Angels To Visit St. George Today 
(KCSG UHF ST GEORGE (UT) 02 JAN 12) ... Morgan Skinner 

ST. GEORGE, Utah - Southern Utah will get a preview of 
the Thunder Over Utah Air Show featured performers in a 
winter visit by U.S. Navy Blue Angels today at the St. George 
Airport. 

Blue Angel #7 LT Mark Tedrow of Willow Grove, PA 
and Blue Angel #8 LT Todd Royles of Charleroi, PA, 
members of the world famous jet high-performance team will 
fly over the airport in their F/A-18 Hornet aircraft and land 
about 12:45 p.m.. The Blue Angels are visting southern Utah 
meeting with air show officials preparing for the 2012 
Thunder Over Utah airshow at the St. George airport March 
17 & 18, a joint production of the Yankee Air Museum in 
Ypsilanti, Michigan. 

The Blue Angels will headline the 2012 Thunder over 
Utah Air Show. This will be the Blue Angels first time 
performing in southern Utah. Kevin Walsh, executive director 
of Thunder over Utah said, “We are delighted to host the U.S. 
Navy Blue Angels for their winter visit. This is an outstanding 
way to introduce what will be a wonderful 2012 Air Show this 
coming spring." 

The Blue Angels are known for their precision formation 
flying and are a crowd favorite throughout the world. During 
their air show performance, spectatators will see the Blue 
Angels flying their six distinctive blue and gold F-18 Hornets 
accompanied by their C-130 support aircraft “Fat Albert” 
which will also be performing at the show. 

View Clip (RT: 3:45) 
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25. 3rd Firm Contracted To Help Navy Find Mold 
(NAVY TIMES 09 JAN 12) 

The Navy has approved a third contractor to help conduct 
mold inspections of 235 military rental homes in the Norfolk, 
Va., area. 

The Navy said it approved Lincoln Military Housing’s 
request to hire WSP Environmental & Energy of Reston to 
complete the inspections sooner. Lincoln received approval 

earlier this month to contract with Froehling & Robertson Inc. 
of Richmond. 

A contractor hired by the Navy, Marine Chemist Services 
of Newport News, began inspecting about a dozen homes in 
mid-December. The Navy hired the company after receiving 
complaints from residents. 
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The problems came to light by way of a series of news 
reports on Norfolk’s WTKR-TV that came to the attention of 
Rep. Scott Rigell, R-Va. 

The Navy said 50 inspections have been completed as of 
Dec. 29. 

After the inspection results are received, Navy 
representatives will meet with families to discuss any further 
action and to answer questions. 

Lincoln manages more than 31,000 military housing units 
across the country for all of the armed services. 
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26. Navy Rebuilds Practice Target Off N.C. Coast 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 30 DEC 11) ... Corinne Reilly 

DARE, N.C. Eight years after Hurricane Isabel destroyed 
the last one, the Navy has rebuilt a waterborne training target 
off the coast of North Carolina and plans to begin using it next 
week. 

The target is anchored in Pamlico Sound, roughly nine 
nautical miles from the town of Stumpy Point, in a training 
area known as Long Shoal Naval Ordnance Area – or, more 
commonly, Stumpy Point Bombing Range. It’s the military’s 
only training site that resembles an enemy ship and is located 
in the water. 

The Navy said it will be used for target practice as soon as 
Tuesday by personnel aboard helicopters and fighter jets from 
several nearby bases, including Oceana Naval Air Station, 
Norfolk Naval Station’s Chambers Field, Langley Air Force 
Base, and, in North Carolina, Seymour Johnson Air Force 
Base, Cherry Point Marine Corps Air Station and New River 
Marine Corps Air Station. 

Besides dropping light practice bombs, they’ll fire 
machine guns. 

While the ordnance will be inert, officials are warning 
boaters to stay out of the “surface danger zone” – waters 
within a 1½-nautical-mile radius of the target. 

“While the target may look interesting,” the service said 
in a news release, “the entire surface danger zone is to be 
avoided as it may contain safety and navigation hazards 
ranging from sharp metal to unexploded spotting charges.” 

The Navy estimated it will use the area about 255 days a 
year, primarily during the week between 8 a.m. and 11 p.m. 

Officials said it’s unlikely that people who live in the area 
will hear noise from the range or that any ordnance will make 
its way to shore. Any that does should be reported to police 
and shouldn’t be touched. 

The military first opened the range in 1959. It stopped 
operations there in 1997 after the original target began to 
deteriorate. Trainings briefly resumed after the target was 
refurbished in 2003 but ceased again when it was destroyed 
during the hurricane. 
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27. Navy To Hire Local Workers For Second Explosives Handling Wharf 
(KITSAP (WA) SUN 01 JAN 12) ... Ed Friedrich 

BANGOR — In a first for the Defense Department, the 
Navy will require a project labor agreement (PLA) in building 
a second explosives handling wharf at Naval Base Kitsap-
Bangor. The deal will keep jobs local and contain costs, 
according to the Navy and regional trade councils. 

A PLA is a pre-hire collective bargaining agreement 
negotiated between a project's owner and a labor organization. 
It sets the basic terms and work conditions for the project and 
ensures its efficient, timely and cost-effective completion. 

The Navy has agreed to use workers from Olympic 
Peninsula Building and Construction Trades Council and 
Northwest Regional Council of the National Construction 
Alliance II on the $715 million, four-year project. 

The Navy's bid documents include a PLA in the 
specifications, but a completed deal hasn't been signed, said 
Lee Whetham, president of Olympic Peninsula Building and 
Construction Trades Council, which comprises Kitsap, Mason, 
Jefferson and Clallam counties. 

"I applaud the decision to use an available, highly skilled 
local workforce," said Whetham, of Port Angeles. 

The trades council contacted the area's federal delegation 
— Sens. Patty Murray and Maria Cantwell and Reps. Norm 
Dicks and Jay Inslee — who wrote to the Navy supporting a 
PLA, Whetham said. Four trade council officials and seven 
from the Navy met in November to explore the benefits and 
arrived at cost savings and skilled labor. 

PLAs typically require that employees hired for the 
project be referred through union halls, that nonunion workers 
pay union dues while on the project and that the contractor 

follow union rules on pensions, work conditions and resolving 
disputes. In 2009, President Barack Obama signed executive 
order 13502, which encourages federal agencies to require 
PLAs on federal projects costing $25 million or more. 

PLAs can be tailored to a specific project, such as 
preventing work stoppages on time-sensitive jobs. On Hood 
Canal, work can't proceed when endangered salmon are 
running. 

"The whole idea is to ensure this project gets done in the 
fish windows," Whetham said. "There's a no-strike guarantee 
that will ensure the windows are met and the construction 
project will proceed." 

"Timely completion is critical for the Navy," added Capt. 
Glenn Shephard, executive officer of Naval Facilities 
Engineering Command Northwest, which handles Navy 
contracts. PLAs promote economy and efficiency, he said. 

Some groups don't like PLAs, claiming they can lead to 
increased costs because nonunion contractors have to pay into 
union benefit plans and obey union work rules, so they bid 
higher. 

The Navy says it needs to build the new explosives 
handling wharf beside the existing one to support the Trident 
ballistic missile submarine fleet. A draft environmental impact 
statement for the project is nearing completion. A final 
environmental impact statement and record of decision will 
follow. The Navy would like to begin construction in the 
summer, said Navy Region Northwest spokeswoman Sheila 
Murray. 
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28. Quantico Brig Closes As Prisoners Moved To Chesapeake 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 01 JAN 12) 

The Marine Corps is closing the brig at Quantico. 
The pretrial confinement facility is being permanently 

closed Saturday as part of the cost-cutting measures 
recommended by the 2005 Base Realignment and Closure 
Commission. 

Prisoners awaiting trial will be held instead at a regional 
military correctional facility in Chesapeake. The 209,000-
square-foot facility, which opened earlier this year, is 
surrounded by security fences and topped with spirals of 
barbed and razor wire. It can hold as many as 400 prisoners in 
its vault-like 8-by-10 rooms. 

The Marine Corps announced the move in October. 
The brig was built in 1972. It had space for 30 detainees. 
The Quantico brig was home for nine months to Army 

Pfc. Bradley Manning, the soldier suspected of passing 
classified documents to the anti-secrecy website WikiLeaks. 
Manning was moved to Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, in April 
and is still awaiting trial. 

Past prisoners include John Hinckley Jr., who wounded 
President Ronald Reagan in a 1981 assassination attempt. 
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NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
29. Recorded Books Help Deployed Connect With Kids 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 02 JAN 12) ... Brock Vergakis 

For children of deployed military personnel, missing out 
on story time with their mom or dad is often one of the costs 
of service. 

Families can chat over the phone and via video in far 
flung corners of the world, but those opportunities can be few 
and aren't always convenient. 

Operation Record a Story allows children to hear a parent 
read a bedtime story even if they are separated by thousands of 
miles. 

The San Diego-based United Through Reading program 
helps service members record stories for their children before 
they deploy, and sometimes while they're at sea or in a hostile 
land. The books, along with DVDs of the parents reading the 
stories, were shipped to kids for the holidays. In some 
instances, the parent's voice is embedded into the book so the 
voice is heard as the pages turn. 

For military families like that of Kelitha Harris of 
Puyallup, Wash., the book recordings are becoming a new 
family tradition. 

Her husband, Petty Officer 2nd Class Lonnie Harris Jr., is 
a fire controlman stationed aboard the aircraft carrier Abraham 
Lincoln in Everett, Wash., and was deployed at Christmas 
2010 but decided to send a book as a surprise for his three 
children. 

"He told me what he was doing, but we decided to keep 
the book a secret from the kids. So they were just beyond 
excited when they actually got the book and sat down to open 
it up to hear his voice," she said. 

She said the book is battered from all of the use it has 
gotten in the past year. Her husband deployed again in 
December. She said she won't see him again until their family 
moves to Virginia as the Abraham Lincoln changes 
homeports. 

She knows from experience that she may get to speak 
with him on the phone only once a month, at best. So he 
recorded another book while his ship was in San Diego. She 
said the book will go a long way toward providing a 

connection for her children and their dad as weeks between 
phone calls go by. 

"To hear his voice around bedtime for the kids is such an 
important part of parenting in general," she said. "For them to 
be able to hear him before they go to bed, it puts a smile on 
my face. It's always nice to hear his voice." 

Sally Ann Zoll, CEO of the nonprofit group United 
Through Reading, said her organization helped more than 
300,000 service members around the world record stories in 
the past year and those numbers continue to grow, even with 
technological advances. Funding for the program comes 
through donations. 

United Through Reading recently held recording sessions 
on board the carriers Carl Vinson and Abraham Lincoln, as 
well as for soldiers at Fort Jackson, near Columbia, S.C. 

Zoll said chatting by video over the Internet is not 
necessarily on a child's schedule. 

"Skype is on mommy or daddy's schedule, when they can 
get to it," she said. "When you're 2 years old to 3 or even 6, 
you're sort of not into that and you're not getting it. ... We call 
what we do 'mommy and daddy on demand.' " 

Cara Kisby's husband, Maj. Doug Kisby, is in the Air 
Force and stationed at Quantico Marine Corps Base. He was 
deployed shortly after Thanksgiving last year with little notice. 
Hearing her husband's voice reading "Twas the Night Before 
Christmas" helped get her and her five children through the 
holidays. 

"He had a week to prepare to leave, so the holidays for me 
just seemed to be kind of a big burden. I really wasn't excited," 
she said. "When the book came, it just seemed to brighten up 
my spirits. It was just nice to hear him throughout the house." 

Kisby said her youngest daughter, Brooklynn, 4, was 
particularly attached to the book and carried it around at home 
or in the car. 

"I think it's a wonderful idea for anybody separated from 
anyone, even grandparents," she said. "Anybody that wants to 
have a connection with somebody that they love, it's just a 
wonderful addition to anybody's collection." 
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30. A Paucity Of Priests 
Military's shortage of Catholic chaplains leaves troops downrange struggling for access 
(STARS AND STRIPES 02 JAN 12) ... Chris Carroll 

WASHINGTON — Spc. Joe Murphy’s job in 
Afghanistan was to hunt down the things his fellow soldiers 
hoped they’d never have to encounter. 

As part of a route-clearance team that combed the roads 
connecting Bagram Airfield to outposts in the region, the 23-
year-old Iowa National Guardsman gained a close-up 
familiarity with roadside bombs. Understanding the devices 
that insurgents have used to kill thousands of U.S. and allied 
troops in the last decade didn’t make them any less terrifying. 

Heading out on dusty patrol, Murphy said, “You wonder 
if you might die today.” 

The threat didn’t inspire Murphy to fatalism. Instead, it 
intensified his longing for the familiar rituals of the Catholic 
faith he’d practiced in weekly Masses since childhood — 
confession to a priest, the sacrament of communion and the 
quiet time spent in prayer and meditation in front of an altar 
holding the consecrated Eucharistic wafer. 

“When you are able to go to Mass, it relaxes you,” he 
said. “It lifts your spirits no matter what the situation is.” 

Searching for bombs day in and day out, Murphy needed 
the reassuring hand of his faith more than ever, but because of 
a worsening shortage of Catholic chaplains in Afghanistan and 
throughout the military, it had never been more difficult to 
practice it. 

“The only time in Afghanistan I ever saw a priest was on 
large bases, and I wasn’t on large bases very often,” Murphy 
said. He estimated he attended Mass three times during his 
nine-month deployment in 2010 and 2011. 

Catholics, the largest avowed faith group among U.S. 
servicemembers, have among the lowest availability of 
chaplains of any religious group in the military. The ratio of 
practitioners to Catholic chaplains lags far behind other major 
Christian denominations, as well as Judaism and Islam. 

Servicemembers from smaller religious communities — 
even those proportionally well-represented — can have similar 
difficulty meeting up with their own chaplains because of low 
numbers dispersed through a vast network of military bases. 
Nowhere is the problem of access more wide-reaching than 
among Catholics. 

Catholic chaplain numbers have dropped by 46 percent 
since 2001, likely the result of an overall societal decline of 
the priesthood. Today, just more than 200 active-duty Catholic 
chaplains remain, while more than 275,000 active-duty troops 
identify themselves as Catholic. That number is exceeded only 
by those who list no religious preference, according to recent 
Pentagon data. 

Defense Department and church officials say a turnaround 
may be in store in coming years because of a surge of Catholic 
seminarians committing to chaplaincy. But producing a 
Catholic chaplain takes nearly a decade of seminary and 
training, and the numbers are likely to continue to fall in the 
interim as experienced chaplains reach the mandatory military 
retirement age of 62. 

With the ratio of Catholic servicemembers to Catholic 
chaplains at nearly 1,300-to-1, the priests in uniform say they 
are stretched thin and often unable to meet the demands of the 
troops who need them most. 

Lt. Col. Stephen Brosk, 54, a priest and an Air Force 
Reserve chaplain who served on an air base in Afghanistan at 
roughly the same time Murphy was in the country, said calls 
for his priestly help came from all over the region, and not 
only from Air Force troops. 

“The Army, the Marines and the airmen — they all 
wanted me to come where they were so they could go to 
Mass,” said Brosk, 54. He is now stationed at a U.S. base in 
the Persian Gulf where he is on his eighth deployment in 10 
years. 

He made time for them all when he could, but his first 
responsibility was to airmen, Catholic or not. 

“There were many, many Army and Marine units that 
hadn’t seen a priest for months at a time,” he said. “I’m part of 
a faith that places great importance in the sacramental life, and 
it’s hard to be a good Catholic and not practice your faith the 
way you’re taught.” 

The military shortage reflects broader trends in the 
Catholic Church, the Pentagon’s highest-ranking Catholic 
priest told Stars and Stripes. Since 1965, the number of priests 
has declined by 31 percent, according to Georgetown 
University researchers. That makes local Catholic bishops 
hesitant to release trained priests who want to become military 
chaplains, several chaplains told Stars and Stripes. 

“This shortage is not anything unique to the Army, the 
Navy or the Air Force,” said Maj. Gen. Donald Rutherford, 
who was appointed Army chief of chaplains in 2010 by former 
Defense Secretary Robert Gates. “It is in society and 
throughout the world that we have experienced a shortage of 
Catholic priests.” 

The Pentagon had more than 400 active-duty Catholic 
chaplains in 2001, according to the Catholic Military 
Archdiocese. There were only 216 on active duty at the end of 
September, according to Pentagon statistics, and the number 
falls by several priests at every recount. 

“When I came on active duty years ago, we had 11 priests 
at Fort Bragg, and we’ve got three there now,” Rutherford 
said. 

The shortage means Catholics are forced to make do as 
best they can. 

When troops are stationed in the United States, Europe 
and in democratic countries in East Asia, local priests can 
often step in. In war zones, the more abundant Protestant 
chaplains often shoulder the load, said Army Capt. Joel 
Panzer, 43, a Catholic battalion chaplain recently stationed in 
southern Iraq. He spoke to Stars and Stripes in December 
shortly before the last U.S. troops left the country. 

Panzer said he doesn’t worry about proselytization of his 
Catholic troops; chaplains take seriously their obligation to 
help troops practice their own religions, regardless of creed. 

“I’ve heard that a few years ago there were some Bible 
fundamentalists who were working a little too aggressively to 
pull people into their fold,” he said. “I have not witnessed that 
myself. They really amaze me with the concern they show ... 
that Catholic soldiers have support in practicing their faith.” 

Panzer wants to make sure deployed troops also have 
regular access to the Catholic rites that many hold dear. So 
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throughout his two 13-month deployments, he relentlessly 
traveled. 

“On my first deployment here, we would take four 
armored Humvees and I’d go out and say Mass,” he said. “As 
IED incidents became more common, we switched to MRAPs. 
But, basically, for the past month or so, I have gone strictly by 
air, because the bases are becoming very few and the distances 
between them are too great.” 

He’s not complaining. In fact, Panzer suspects a partial 
solution to the Catholic chaplain shortage is selling the 
sometimes dangerous, sometimes lonely and often tiring work 
of military chaplaincy to civilian priests as a kind of clerical 
boot camp. 

“A priest who serves as a chaplain for even just a few 
years will find himself stronger, both physically and 
spiritually, for having accepted the call,” he said. 

The real hope of turning the shortage around lies in a 
rising number of seminarians who want to enter military 
ranks, Rutherford said. 

The number of Catholic seminarians committed to 
chaplaincy has exploded, with 31 enrolled in the current 
academic year, he said. In the 2008-09 academic year, there 
were three candidates nationwide, according to the Military 
Archdiocese. 

Much of the credit goes to a scholarship program 
overseen by the Rev. Kerry Abbott, vocations director for the 
archdiocese and a former Air Force chaplain. 

The program is essentially a 50-50 deal between local 
bishops and the Military Archdiocese, with each side covering 
half the cost of seminary tuition. After ordination, the newly 
minted priest works for several years at a local diocese before 
joining the military and serving as a chaplain until retirement. 
The local bishop then gets a highly experienced priest back, 
presumably at the height of his pastoral abilities. 

Although the number of potential chaplains has 
skyrocketed since he took over the job, Abbott attributed it to 
a revival among the Catholic faithful rather than his own 
work. 

“I see the trend changing for the military,” he said. “It is a 
reflection of what I see within our society as a whole, of more 
men saying, ‘Lord, send me.’ ” 

Murphy, who says he could redeploy to Afghanistan with 
the Iowa Guard within a year, hopes one day Catholic 
chaplains are abundant enough that, like Protestants, some are 
stationed in hot spots where troops are fighting and dying. 

“Spiritually, it’s a big help to see them,” he said. “It 
makes me a better soldier.” 
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31. Dispute Over Cross Casts Light On Four Fallen Marines 
The controversial hilltop memorial at Camp Pendleton honors two enlisted men and two officers, three of 
whom helped erect a cross there in 2003 before going to Iraq. 
(LOS ANGELES TIMES 03 JAN 12) ... Tony Perry 

SAN DIEGO - In the early days of the U.S. battle with the 
Sunni insurgency in Iraq, the four Marines from Camp 
Pendleton were among those troops on the front lines in Anbar 
province. 

The two enlisted Marines would not survive those violent 
days in the spring of 2004: one was killed by "friendly fire" 
when a mortar round went awry and one was mortally 
wounded while hurling a grenade to repel an enemy assault, 
bravery for which he was posthumously awarded the Silver 
Star. 

The two officers survived, only later to be killed in other 
battles in other parts of the country: one by gunfire while 
leading a raid in Baghdad to kill or capture a "high-value" 
target in 2007 and one by stepping on a buried bomb while 
scouting an attack position near the Syrian border in 2005. 

Now the four — Lance Cpls. Robert Zurheide and Aaron 
Austin, and Majs. Douglas Zembiec and Ray Mendoza — are 
the focal point of a legal dispute about how best to honor their 
service and sacrifice, and that of other U.S. military personnel 
killed in Iraq and Afghanistan. 

On Veterans Day, a retired Navy chaplain — who served 
with Zurheide, Austin, Zembiec and Mendoza with the 2nd 
Battalion, 1st Marine Regiment — led a small group of 
Marines and family members up a steep, rugged hill at Camp 
Pendleton to plant a 13-foot tall cross in their memory. No one 
informed the chain of command or asked for permission. 

Zurheide, Zembiec and Mendoza had been among those 
Marines who planted a cross in the same spot in 2003 before 
the battalion deployed to Iraq. 

In the years after the deaths, Marine "grunts” adopted the 
hill as a place to leave messages in remembrance of those 

killed in action, including coins, medals, dog tags, and bits of 
sand and dirt brought back from distant battlefields. 

The cross was destroyed by a brush fire in 2007. A 
replacement was raised in 2008, without news coverage. 
When a second cross was erected on Veterans Day, a story in 
The Times told of the cross and its meaning to Marines. 

Within days, two groups petitioned the Marine Corps to 
take down the crosses as a violation of the constitutional 
separation of church and state. Two other groups took the 
opposite stance. 

Rep. Duncan Hunter (R-Alpine), who served with the 
battalion in Fallouja, urged the Marines to leave the cross 
alone. The American Civil Liberties Union, although not 
directly involved in the dispute, said it hopes the Marines will 
"follow the law." 

"The legal test is whether from the perspective of a 
reasonable observer this would be perceived as government 
endorsement of religion,” said Erwin Chemerinsky, founding 
dean of the law school at UC Irvine and a constitutional 
scholar. 

The cross, Chemerinsky noted, is an inherently Christian 
symbol. But an argument could be made that because the cross 
is not visible to the public and that the only people who see it 
are Marines, it does not serve a religious purpose but rather a 
reminder to Marines of those who have fallen in combat, he 
said. 

"My own sense is that a cross by itself on a military base 
violates" the Constitution, Chemerinsky said. "But whether a 
court will see it that way is uncertain." 

The colonel in charge of Camp Pendleton has sent an 
undisclosed recommendation about the cross to Marine Corps 
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headquarters, where the issue is being studied by lawyers and 
generals. A decision is expected within weeks. 

So who were these four Marines and why, years after 
their deaths, do Marines feel it important that they be 
remembered? 

Austin, 21, had joined the Marine Corps after graduating 
from high school in rural Texas. He loved parties and football 
but quit the team in solidarity when his cousin had a run-in 
with the coach. 

Two days before he was killed in a firefight, Austin told 
The Times: "There's no place I'd rather be than here with my 
Marines. I'll always remember this time." 

When Marines from the battalion were attacked from 
three sides, Austin helped rescue the wounded and led the 
Marines to place a heavy machine gun on a rooftop. 

Wounded several times by AK-47 fire, he refused to be 
evacuated and instead moved into the open to throw a grenade 
as the enemy surged within 20 meters. 

"Of all the Marines in Two-One, it's Austin who brings 
tears to my eyes when I think of him," said Lt. Col. Brandon 
McGowan, who was the executive officer. "He wasn't even a 
squad leader but his incredible bravery in getting that machine 
gun up there and rallying the other troops, I'm sure saved the 
entire platoon." 

Zembiec, a company commander, received the Bronze 
Star for bravery during the same fight in Fallouja. At one point 
he jumped on top of a tank, braving enemy fire to direct his 
Marines. 

After Fallouja, the Naval Academy graduate deployed to 
Afghanistan and, after a restive tour at the Pentagon, returned 
to Iraq. He was 34 when he was killed. 

"He radiated that fearlessness; that 'I can accomplish 
anything, anytime, you don't have to ask twice,' " said Master 
Sgt. Kenneth Cadena, who served with Zembiec in Kosovo. 
"That hill represents more than a cross, it represents the guts to 
accomplish something, like Zembiec did." 

Then-Defense Secretary Robert Gates, normally a stoic 
presence, was near tears when he remembered Zembiec during 
a speech as "an unabashed and unashamed warrior." 

Zurheide, 20, of Tucson, had served in the 2003 assault 
on Baghdad. When he redeployed in 2004, he had a 
premonition that he would not survive, although he never 
shared that fear with other Marines. 

As insurgents sought one night to encircle the Marine 
position, Zurheide was killed by a Marine mortar that had 
been "dialed-in" to the wrong position. 

After his death, other Marines "fought even harder and 
with the heavy heart of the memory of Zurheide in our 
thoughts," said Sgt. Major William Skiles, who was a 
company first sergeant with the battalion. "He had carried 
pride and honor with him as he went into battle." 

Two weeks after his death, his widow, Elena, gave birth 
to their only child, Robbie Jr. Elena Zurheide and Mendoza's 
widow, Karen, were among the group that pulled the cross up 
the hill on Veterans Day. 

Mendoza, 37, had just taken over command of a battalion 
rifle company when he was killed. He was leading his Marines 
in looking for a spot to attack the enemy near Al Qaim when 
he stepped on a buried bomb. 

At 6-foot-2 and 220 pounds, Mendoza had been a 
champion wrestler at Ohio State. In his last conversation with 
his wife from Iraq, he asked her to visit the injured Marines in 
the hospital at Camp Pendleton. 

"He was a big, tough guy who was not going to let 
anything happen to anyone if he had anything to do about it," 
said Lt. Col. Joseph Clearfield, who was operations officer for 
the battalion in Fallouja. "The world was a better place with 
him in it." 

After Mendoza's funeral in Oceanside, Marines at Camp 
Pendleton organized a three-mile "motivational hump" in his 
honor up a steep, rugged hill with a cross at the top. 
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32. Coronado Navy Lodge Has Luxury Views 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 01 JAN 12) ... Jeanette Steele 

The view from the roof of the Coronado Navy Lodge — a 
sweeping vista from Point Loma south to Mexico — would be 
a bargain at double the price. 

The Navy has refurbished the 42-year-old beachfront 
lodge and expanded it to 305 rooms, making it the largest 
Navy Lodge property in the world. 

For $40 million, the Navy demolished 90 rooms built in 
1969 and added 205 nautical-themed rooms. It transforms the 
North Island Naval Air Station property from a middle-of-the-
road Holiday Inn experience into a destination hotel. 

The views offered there are probably rivaled by only a 
few properties up the California coast, said Alan Reay, 
president of Atlas Hospitality Group, an Irvine hotel brokerage 
and consulting firm. 

He mentioned the Montage resort in Laguna Beach and 
the Ritz-Carlton in Half Moon Bay — which are, of course, 
more luxurious. But they also cost at least $375 a night. 

“Properties right on the beach are tough to find,” Reay 
said. 

Staying at the newly renovated Navy hotel will cost 
troops and military retirees just $85 to $125 nightly. 

The North Island hotel is scheduled to open quietly in the 
first week of January. The grand opening is Jan. 25. 

The Navy Lodge program is part of the Navy Exchange 
Service Command, the umbrella group best known for its on-
base retail stores, called exchanges, that sell everything from 
socks to computers at discounted prices. The Virginia-based 
command is run by a Navy captain. 

Both the lodges and the stores are considered a benefit 
provided to active duty troops, military retirees and their 
families. The room rates at Navy Lodges are 45 percent less 
than civilian hotels, and Sailors save an average 20 percent by 
shopping at a base exchange. 

The 40 Navy Lodges around the world are financed by 
their own room revenue, according to the command’s 2010 
annual report. In 2010, the Navy Lodge chain had a profit of 
$9.3 million on $66.7 million in sales. 

About 5 percent to 7 percent of sales is poured back into 
hotel renovations, like the North Island site, said hotel 
executive Shelly Schutzman. 
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No direct taxpayer money was used for the upgrade, 
which was performed by RQ Construction in Carlsbad, she 
said. 

This project is the rare large-scale hotel to be opening 
now in the region, Reay said. In the private sector, hospitality 
funding dried up during the deep economic recession. 

“The desire is there, but you can’t get financing,” he said. 
The Navy chose North Island for expansion because it 

had the highest turn-away rate among all lodges between 2000 
and 2008. Before the demolition, the property was saying no 
to 97,000 potential guests a year. The last time the Navy 
expanded the lodge was in 1995, when it added 100 rooms. 

Military families transferring to or from a San Diego-area 
base have first rights, Schutzman said. These families can stay 
several weeks while waiting to move into new housing. 

With large rooms that sleep six, plus full-sized kitchens 
and living areas, the new Navy Lodge will make these people 
comfortable — instead of having to sit on their beds while 
eating meals, Schutzman said. 

If not booked two weeks in advance, available rooms are 
released to active duty troops, military retirees and Defense 
Department employees looking for leisure travel. 

Service members on travel orders get a daily stipend that 
covers their room fee. Everyone else pays out of pocket. 

Amid the necessities, designers included whimsical 
touches. 

Some bedroom furniture pieces are curved to resemble 
waves, and the insides of drawers are painted ocean blue. The 
color palette is lime green and Caribbean blue, making one 
think of a nice day in tropical waters. 

By the pool — which is new — there’s a combination 
water fountain-art piece that uses beach pails. When the pails 
fill with water, they tip over, splashing anyone beneath. 

However, the real wow factor at the four-story hotel 
comes from the rooftop patio — a first for the Navy Lodge 
chain, Schutzman said. 

On a clear day, the Coronado Islands in the distance look 
close enough to hit with a rock. 

The property will offer grills and lounging furniture so 
Navy and Marine Corps families can enjoy a moment of bliss 
during the headache of moving. 

“They are deployed and leave their families. Then, they 
come back and have to uproot their families, pack up their 
furniture and everything goes in crates,” Schutzman said. 

“To be able to come and stay at this Navy Lodge, I think, 
is more than well-deserved.” 
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33. Hidden Bag Found On USS Cobia Submarine 
Seaman likely stashed bag above bunk during World War II 
(MANITOWOC (WI) HERALD TIMES REPORTER 02 JAN 12) ... Suzanne Weiss 

MANITOWOC — Imagine Paul Rutherford's surprise 
when he was working aboard the USS Cobia and came across 
a bag that likely hadn't been touched by human hands since 
World War II. 

Rutherford is maintenance supervisor for the Wisconsin 
Maritime Museum, where the submarine draws thousands of 
visitors each year. 

The Cobia yielded its surprise to Rutherford on Dec. 21. 
He was on his back, squeezed into a tight space installing a 
protective cage around a light fixture above upper sleeping 
bunks in the after torpedo room. 

"I had to take off the cover around the light fixture so I 
could use that to attach the cage to it," he said. "I realized I 
didn't bring the cages with me. I couldn't reach them and I 
didn't want to crawl down because it's a struggle, so I called 
for some help." 

During the five minutes or so that he waited, his 
imagination went to work. He put himself in the mindset of a 
World War II submariner and wondered if one of them might 
have stashed something in a nearby nook. 

"Wouldn't that be cool if I found something," he thought 
to himself. 

Rutherford reached his hand above an electrical utility 
box behind the escape hatch. 

And there it was. A brown leather zippered toiletry bag, 
flattened from being shoved into a 2- to 3-inch-high space 
more than 60 years ago. 

"So I pulled it out," he said. "There was actually a lot of 
dust on it and one edge was spray-painted white," likely from 
remodeling during the '60s or '70s before the museum 
acquired the submarine, he said. 

Rutherford waited until he finished his work and 
shimmied out of the tight space to see what was inside. 

The bag yielded up a small empty red corduroy pouch, a 
rubber stamp with a seaman's name, a "100 Cocktails" 
booklet, and two poems, "Give Us a Drink" and "Navy Wife." 

"That thing had definitely been up there longer than I've 
been alive," said Rutherford, 47. "If I wouldn't have forgotten 
to bring the cages with me, I would have never have found 
these items." 

Using the rubber stamp as her guide, Karen Duvalle, 
submarine curator, consulted crew records and identified the 
objects as being from Seaman First Class Hersey J. Williams, 
who served aboard the USS Cobia on the submarine's fourth 
war patrol, which departed from Perth, Australia, on Dec. 12, 
1945. 

Chances are that one of the two bunks near the area where 
the bag was found belonged to him, Duvalle said. 

"The submarine has been here for 41 years, and to find 
something that has been there for 66 years … that's exciting," 
Duvalle said. "It was a tricky area to get to — that's why it has 
been up there for so long." 

While the bag was flattened, everything inside was in 
good condition, she said. 

"It's kind of odd," Rutherford said. "It's not stuff you 
would usually find in the bag. We thought maybe he left it 
there as some sort of Navy tradition or something. It was in a 
place that you wouldn't have put something like that normally. 
That's why it was cool finding it." 

It was typical for submariners to keep personal items in 
small personal lockers, bunk bags and small lockers in the 
crew's washroom of the submarine, Duvalle said. 
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The drink booklet contains recipes for martinis and rum 
drinks, she said. 

The "Navy Wife" poem warned women not to become a 
Sailor's wife unless they could answer yes to the questions it 
asked, including, "Can you sit home nights just waiting/Until 
the war is won?" 

The other poem was a little salty, peppered with what 
Duvalle called "Sailor talk." 

The little red bag might have once held the seaman's 
razor, she said. 

Duvalle plans to scour the museum's archives, talk to 
veterans and do Internet research to find out more about the 
submariner who, possibly on a whim, tucked the bag into the 
bowels of the submarine and maybe even chuckled as he 
thought of the day that it might be found. 
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34. Military, Public Safety Top Stressful Professions 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 03 JAN 12) ... Melissa Korn 

Firefighters and soldiers have stressful jobs. Hairstylists? 
Not so much, says a report on the most and least anxiety-
inducing professions from job-search site CareerCast.com. 

The measure is based on deadline pressure, 
competitiveness, physical danger and eight other factors. 

According to the annual survey, enlisted soldiers are in 
the most stressful positions, followed by firefighters, airline 
pilots, military generals and police officers. Event 
coordinators, taxi drivers and public relations executives also 
make the list. 

On the flip side, medical-records technicians have the 
least stressful positions, with jewelers, hairstylists, 
dressmakers and laboratory technicians following close 
behind. 

Military positions have always induced anxiety, says 
Tony Lee, publisher of CareerCast.com, but they've become 
more stressful as the country engages in multiple conflicts and 
weapons technology advances. 

High stress doesn't mean a high salary. According to the 
report, soldiers earn $35,580 on average, just $3,230 more 
than medical-records technicians. That's partly because 
enough people are willing to take the stressful jobs out of pure 

passion for the service, so employers don't need to lure them 
with large paychecks, Mr. Lee says. 

Pay Check 
Five most stressful jobs, with average income 
1. Enlisted military soldier -- $35,580 

2. Firefighter -- $45,250 

3. Airline pilot -- $103,210 

4. Military general -- $196,300 

5. Police officer -- $53,540 

Five least stressful jobs, with average income 
1. Medical-records technician -- $32,350 

2. Jeweler -- $35,170 

3. Hairstylist -- $22,760 

4. Dressmaker/tailor -- $26,560 

5. Medical-laboratory technician -- $36,280 

Source: 2012 CareerCast.com Job Stress Report 
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35. Redskins Meet For A Final Time 
Servicemen share stories with players as Shanahan takes a back seat 
(WASHINGTON POST 03 JAN 12) ... Rick Maese 

When players filed into the auditorium at Redskins Park 
for a final time Monday, they spotted a man at the front of the 
room who was about to share quite a story - one that had 
nothing to do with the disappointing season, an offseason that 
promises plenty of change or what the next year might hold 
for a beleaguered franchise. 

Each NFL organization handles its final team meeting of 
the year differently. In St. Louis, Steve Spagnuolo said 
goodbye to his Rams players and was fired Monday. In New 
York, the Jets' Rex Ryan broke into tears addressing his squad. 
In Washington, Coach Mike Shanahan wasn't even in the 
room, choosing to watch the meeting on a screen in his office. 

Rather than address his team one final time, Shanahan 
instead allowed a small group of Navy SEALs and a Marine to 
lead the meeting. That meant that rather than recap how a 3-1 
start imploded into a 2-10 finish, players learned how Marine 
Cpl. Todd Love, at the front of the room, had lost his legs. 

"I thought it was amazing," said tight end Chris Cooley. 
"They did a fantastic job. It was very inspiring. It really puts 
into perspective what we do." 

Not everyone was impressed with the way the Redskins 
handled the players' final day at the team facility. Tackle Sean 

Locklear was not available for an interview in the team's 
locker room, but he took to Twitter on Monday afternoon to 
say: "Worst exit meeting ever! No coaches, no front office, 
just physical's and goodbye to teammates! We did just spend 5 
mos together, WOW!" (Locklear later deleted his tweet and 
apologized.) 

By design, Shanahan said, there was a lot left unsaid 
Monday, as players packed up their lockers and went their 
separate ways. No one talked about how a team with 
aspirations for a division title instead sputtered to a 5-11 
finish. They didn't talk about how the Redskins turned the ball 
over 35 times in 16 games or how they struggled to run the 
ball for much of the year or the special teams gaffes that 
plagued the team down the stretch. 

They certainly didn't talk about the uncertainty at 
quarterback, the myriad holes the team must address this 
offseason or what Washington might do with key free agents, 
such as linebacker London Fletcher, tight end Fred Davis, 
safety LaRon Landry, running back Tim Hightower and 
defensive end Adam Carriker. 
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"I never address the team on the final day," Shanahan 
explained later. "As we talked about before, I talked to the 
team after the game." 

So the troops instead talked about the themes that thread 
through both a military unit and an NFL locker room. When 
the players walked into the team's auditorium at 10 a.m., they 
were by the unfamiliar sight at the front of the room of Love, 
21 years old and three feet tall. 

On the morning of Oct. 25, 2010, in Sangin, Afghanistan, 
Love was a point man on foot patrol for the First 
Reconnaissance Battalion, Bravo Company. He was about six 
weeks away from the end of a seven-month tour when he 
stepped on an improvised explosive device. He lost both legs 
and half his left arm. 

"We talked about how similar NFL players are with 
warriors in our military," Love said later. "So we went into 
detail about that and how we prepare for things and how they 
prepare for things. They're coming towards the end of their 
season, and how they're coming to their vacation. We talked a 
lot about how important it is to train, to keep it up and 
remember what your mission is." 

The meeting was arranged through the NFL by Bobby 
Crumpler, the Redskins' director of player programs, and was 
similar to ones held at most team facilities earlier in the year. 

"Bobby knew it would be very motivational, very 
informative," Shanahan said, "and we thought they did a great 
job." 

While Shanahan didn't share his feelings with the team as 
a whole, he did hold a series of private meetings with some 
players Monday and addressed the media for a final time later 

in the afternoon. He stressed that he believes the Redskins are 
pointed in the right direction, despite just 11 wins in two 
seasons. 

"It's not going to happen all in one year or two years," he 
told reporters. "You know, I'm still disappointed we didn't win 
10 or 11 games. I really believe if we would have stayed 
healthy - that's not using it as an excuse because we didn't 
have a lot of depth - I think we could have gotten there." 

Shanahan said it's difficult to struggle through a second 
straight losing season - "It's like somebody sticks a knife in 
you," he said - but his players learned Monday about a 
different type of adversity. Love shared his story, fielded 
questions and met with many Redskins after the team meeting 
concluded. 

Carriker said one of the SEALs compared football and the 
military, re-framing the sense of loss many players felt 
following Sunday's season finale in Philadelphia. "He said, 
'We're both really competitive in what we do, but the 
difference is, we mess up, we lose a game. They mess up, 
somebody gets hurt.' So to me, I have the ultimate respect for 
them," Carriker said. 

Added defensive end Stephen Bowen: "His message 
wasn't about the playoffs. It was just about being accountable 
for your teammates and putting it on the line, and you always 
have somebody depending on you to do your job, so you don't 
want to let anybody down." 

It wasn't delivered by the head coach, but that's the final 
message many players say they will carry with them into the 
offseason. 
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36. Submarine Force 2011 Year In Review 
(YOUTUBE 30 DEC 11) ... Commander, Submarine Forces 

The official video of the 2011 year in review in U.S. 
submarines. 

View Clip (RT: 7:00) 
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OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
37. Defense Secretary Panetta Faces Tough Choices On National Security In 2012 
Defense Secretary Leon Panetta Has Some Hard Choices Ahead -- And The 2012 Campaign Will Only Turn 
Up The Heat 
(WASHINGTON POST 03 JAN 12) ... Walter Pincus 

When it comes to national security issues in 2012, the 
person who faces the toughest choices is Defense Secretary 
Leon E. Panetta. Look at what’s on his plate: the Pentagon’s 
budget crunch, the war in Afghanistan, the postwar period in 
Iraq, Iran’s nuclear ambitions, Israeli issues, U.S.-Pakistan 
relations, China’s growing military and the biggest challenge 
of all -- Congress. 

Hovering over him like a cloud is the presidential 
campaign. A chorus of Republican candidates, as Mitt 
Romney already has done, will almost certainly take issue 
with the Obama administration’s defense policies and 
spending levels. While the economy will be central to the 
campaign debate, defense will be a close second. 

The budget crunch goes far beyond numbers. This week, 
the Pentagon will produce a revised defense strategy that will 
provide the basis for the fiscal 2013 Defense Department 

budget. The numbers themselves will come later this month as 
part of President Obama’s budget and will reflect the second 
year of a 10-year plan to cut $489 billion in defense spending, 
made in response to August’s Budget Control Act. 

It remains to be seen what further defense reductions will 
be made as Congress wrestles with the “sequestration” 
requirement in the August statute -- across-the-board budget 
cuts of more than $1 trillion over 10 years, half of which are to 
come from national security spending. These cuts were 
triggered by the failure last fall of the congressional 
“supercommittee” to come up with a deficit-reduction plan. 

In a Nov. 14 letter to Sens. John McCain (R-Ariz.) and 
Lindsey O. Graham (R-S.C.), Panetta wrote that the Budget 
Control Act cuts “are difficult and will require us to take some 
risks, but they are manageable.” Further cuts under 
sequestration, he said, “would tie [the Defense Department’s] 
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hands.” For instance, he said that across-the-board reductions 
would have to be applied equally to major construction 
programs, rendering “most of our ship and construction 
projects ‘unexecutable’ -- you cannot buy three quarters of a 
ship or a building -- and seriously damage our modernization 
efforts.” 

Panetta has proposed that, if additional cuts are required, 
the Pentagon be allowed to pick and choose where they are 
made and not have to apply them across the board. 

To reach the initial $489 billion in cuts, Panetta will have 
to defend before Congress the expected reductions in 
personnel for fiscal 2013, as well as the scaling back or ending 
of some weapons programs. All of these have their 
constituents inside and outside government -- and especially 
on Capitol Hill. 

How many F-35s do you buy; should you choose manned 
or unmanned weapons systems; how many nuclear 
supercarriers do you need; do you modernize all three legs of 
the nuclear triad -- strategic bombers, land-based 
intercontinental ballistic missiles and strategic submarines? 
While dealing with these questions, Panetta must also protect 
money for operations, maintenance, and research and 
development, the favorite areas for congressional budget 
cutters. 

He must also determine the size of reductions in military 
personnel, which smaller weapons programs will be cut or 
ended, and how much should be spent on the future through 
research and development. 

Sometime this year, there must be decisions on how to 
downsize in Afghanistan and what arrangements can be made 
to keep U.S. forces there after 2014, whether to send military 
trainers back to Iraq, and how to respond if Congress 
authorizes dispatching Special Forces to Nigeria to assist in 
fighting a terrorist group, as it did when U.S. troops were sent 
to help battle the Lord’s Resistance Army in central Africa. 

Then there are the military issues that have election 
implications. Are personnel coming home from Iraq and 
Afghanistan getting enough help; what’s being done to reduce 
military suicides; are boards needed to determine which 

officers and senior enlisted troops should be retired as overall 
numbers go down; how do you monitor the end of “don’t ask, 
don’t tell” and the new legislation dealing with sexual abuse 
and rape in the military? Who will be on the promised 
commission to look into changes in the military retirement 
system and perhaps the Pentagon’s health system? 

These are all complicated issues, more often handled 
through small steps and compromise than through simplistic, 
black-and-white pronouncements -- like campaign rhetoric. 

Speaking on Oct. 6, Romney said that he wanted 
Pentagon core spending to rise to 4 percent of gross domestic 
product and that he would increase active-duty personnel by 
about 100,000. In a speech the next day at the Citadel, he said 
he would “reverse the hollowing of our Navy and... increase 
the shipbuilding rate from nine per year to 15.” He also 
repeated a pledge that has Republican roots going back to the 
Nixon administration: “I will begin reversing Obama-era cuts 
to national missile defense and prioritize the full deployment 
of a multilayered national ballistic missile defense system.” 

During the Nov. 22 Republican presidential debate, 
Romney said the Obama administration, in response to the 
Budget Control Act, halted production of the F-22 stealth 
fighter, delayed aircraft carriers and said new long-range Air 
Force bombers would not be built. These steps and others, 
Romney said, are “cutting the capacity of America to defend 
itself.” 

Panetta did not step forward to challenge these remarks, 
though others have noted, for example, that the decisions to 
limit F-22 production and slow carrier production were made 
by then-Secretary Robert M. Gates before the Budget Control 
Act passed, while plans for the strategic bomber are still going 
ahead. 

When the presidential campaign becomes a two-person 
race in the fall, and the GOP candidate, his supporters or 
political action committees make similar charges against the 
Obama defense program, the feisty, outspoken politician 
inside Panetta may not be so controlled. “I am not sure Panetta 
will stay totally out of the fray,” said a person who knows the 
defense secretary well. 
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38. The Arctic Is Vital To National Security 
Letter to the Editor 
(WASHINGTON POST 01 JAN 12) ... Kenneth C. Brill 

In her very good Dec. 25 Outlook article, “The Colder 
War,” Heather Conley left out a key fact for U.S. policy 
interests in the Arctic. She mentioned the importance of the 
Convention on the Law of the Sea for Arctic issues but did not 
note that the United States has not ratified the convention, 
despite broad support in industry, the armed forces and the 
Senate. 

A handful of senators has opposed ratification for reasons 
inexplicable to anyone who looks rationally at U.S. national 
security interests in the Arctic region and elsewhere. 

As a result, the United States is on the outside looking in 
as the rules of the road for the warmer Arctic are made by 
those who are a party to the convention. The Senate needs to 
ratify the Law of the Sea Convention as early as possible to 
ensure the United States has a leading voice on issues covered 
by the convention that relate to our national security, of which 
the Arctic is perhaps the most urgent. 

The writer was acting assistant secretary of state for 
oceans and environmental affairs for two stints, in 1999 and in 
2001. 
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39. Chinese Military Bases Are About More Than Just Naval Supplies And Protecting Trade Routes 
(JAPAN TIMES 03 JAN 12) ... Harsh V. Pant 

LONDON — So finally it is out in the open. China will 
be setting up its first military base abroad in Seychelles to 
"seek supplies and recuperate" facilities for its navy. 

The Indian Ocean island nation has defended its decision 
by suggesting that it has invited China to set up a military base 
to tackle piracy off its coast and Beijing has played it down by 
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underlining that it is standard global practice for naval fleets to 
re-supply at the closest port of a nearby state during long-
distance missions. 

But there should be no ambiguity for the rest of the world: 
Chinese footprint in the Indian Ocean has gotten bigger and 
will continue to get bigger in the coming years. 

China's foreign policy thinkers and political establishment 
have long been trying to convince the world that Beijing's rise 
is meant to be a peaceful one, that China has no expansionist 
intentions, that it will be a different kind of great power. 

Of course, the very nature of power makes this largely a 
charade, but more surprising is that Western and Indian 
liberals have tended to take these assertions at face value. 
There is an entire industry in the West that would have us 
believe that China is actually a different kind of a great power 
and that if the West could simply give China a stake in the 
established order, Beijing's rise would not create any 
complications. 

Many in China have been advocating the creation of 
overseas bases for some time now. Shen Dingli, an influential 
professor at Fudan University in Shanghai, asserted two years 
ago that "it is wrong for us [China] to believe that we have no 
right to set up bases abroad." He argues that it is not terrorism 
or piracy that's the real threat to China; it's the ability of other 
states to block China's trade routes that poses the greatest 
threat. 

To prevent this from happening, China, according to 
Dingli, needs not only a blue-water navy but also "overseas 
military bases to cut the supply costs." Shen also wraps this up 
in the widely accepted world peace diplomacy, asserting that 
the establishment of such military bases overseas would 
promote regional and global stability. It is a familiar 
diplomatic wrapping that other superpowers should easily 
recognize. 

As China emerges as a major global power, it will expand 
its military footprint across the globe, much like that other 
great power, the United States, that has bases surrounding 
China. The rapid expansion of China's naval capabilities and 
broader military profile is a classic manifestation of its great 
power status. 

China's new naval strategy of "far sea defense" is aimed at 
giving Beijing the ability to project its power in key oceanic 
areas, including — and most significantly -the Indian Ocean. 

China's expansionist behavior has, in fact, long been 
evident. China has been acquiring naval facilities along crucial 

chokepoints in the Indian Ocean not only to serve its 
economic interests but also to enhance its strategic presence in 
the region. 

China realizes that its maritime strength will give it the 
strategic leverage it needs to emerge as the regional hegemon 
and a potential superpower. China's growing dependence on 
maritime space and resources is reflected in the Chinese 
aspiration to expand its influence and to ultimately dominate 
the strategic environment of the Indian Ocean region. 

Its growing reliance on bases across the Indian Ocean 
region is a response to its perceived vulnerability, given the 
logistical constraints that it faces due to the distance of the 
Indian Ocean waters from its own area of operation. 

Given that almost 80 percent of China's oil passes through 
the Strait of Malacca, it is reluctant to rely on U.S. naval 
power for unhindered access to energy and so has decided to 
build up its naval power at choke points along the sea routes 
from the Persian Gulf to the South China Sea. Yet, China is 
also consolidating power over the South China Sea and the 
Indian Ocean with an eye on India. 

China's growing naval presence in and around the Indian 
Ocean region, beginning in areas such as China's Hainan 
island in the South China Sea, has been troubling Indian 
strategists for some time now. 

Of particular note is what has been termed as China's 
"string of pearls" strategy — some elements of which are no 
doubt hyped — that has significantly expanded its strategic 
depth in India's backyard. 

It is possible to explain the construction of these ports and 
facilities by China along India's periphery on purely economic 
and commercial grounds, but regional and global powers like 
the U.S., Japan and India inevitably view the sum total of 
China's diplomatic and military efforts in the Indian Ocean as 
projecting power vis-à-vis competing rivals. 

Moreover, most Chinese naval facilities in the Indian 
Ocean are dual use in nature, and no serious strategy can 
discount their future military use. 

China is merely following in the footsteps of other major 
global powers who have established military bases abroad to 
secure their interests. There is only one kind of great power, 
and one kind of great power tradition. China is not going to be 
any different. The sooner the world acknowledges this, the 
better it will be able to manage China's rise. 

Harsh V. Pant is a professor of defense studies at King's 
College, London. 
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40. A New Lease On Life For The Old Naval Observatory 
(WASHINGTON POST 01 JAN 12) ... Thomas L. Snyder 

Sometime this year, the Navy will turn over the Old 
Naval Observatory at 23rd and E streets NW in Foggy Bottom 
to the State Department. The turnover is part of the 2005 base 
realignment and closure legislation that has led to so much 
dramatic change in the region. 

This diminutive, yellow-brick building with the white 
dome, just a few blocks north of the Lincoln Memorial, is 
virtually unknown to most Americans. Few Washington-area 
residents are aware of its prestigious heritage, and 
undoubtedly many have never even seen it. This should be 
changed. The 167-year-old structure once hummed with 
scientific activity. During its heyday in the mid-19th century, 

astronomers and oceanographers working there helped to set 
this nation on the path to becoming a scientific powerhouse. 

Between 1844 and 1893 - a time in American history of 
dramatic growth and expansion - the U.S. Naval Observatory 
was known as one of the nation's foremost scientific 
institutions. At its headquarters on a hilltop above the 
Potomac, its first superintendent, Matthew Fontaine Maury, 
developed the modern science of oceanography. Young 
officers, recently graduated from the Naval Academy, learned 
celestial navigation at the site. Indeed, many of them would go 
on to staff two navies during the Civil War, Union and 
Confederate. Two lieutenants who worked there as colleagues 
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- John Brooke of Florida and John Worden of New York - 
would play a key role as enemies in the legendary clash 
between the ironclad USS Monitor and the CSS Virginia (the 
ex-Merrimack). 

In the years after the Civil War, the institution became 
one of the world's leading astronomical laboratories, 
highlighted by astronomer Asaph Hall's discovery there in 
1877 of the two moons of Mars. The observatory's scientists 
traveled to the far corners of the globe, recording solar and 
lunar eclipses and transits of Venus across the sun. At home, 
its timepieces, calibrated from astronomical observations, 
marked standard time for America's railroads and many of its 
cities. 

When the institution that John Quincy Adams called the 
"Lighthouse of the Sky" opened in 1844, the United States 
was struggling to establish its scientific independence. Almost 
50 years later, in no small measure because of the observatory, 
that dream had been fully achieved. 

But now the tired old building has fallen on hard times. 
The building's occupant - the Bureau of Medicine and Surgery 
- is leaving, and the State Department will take over the site. 
The building has been designated a National Historic 
Landmark by the National Park Service, but that honor does 
not guarantee survival. Many a National Historic Landmark 
has disappeared not by the wrecker's ball but through sheer 
indifference. 

One glance at the building's peeling paint and shabby 
demeanor might give the impression that the Navy has not 
been the best caretaker - and the deteriorating physical 
structure validates this observation. To be sure, one of the 
reasons for the Navy's abandonment of the property is the cost 

of maintaining "old" buildings, and cost-cutting logic leads to 
this conclusion. After more than 25 years of neglect, it should 
not be surprising that the structure appears threadbare. With 
shrinking federal budgets, what kind of landlords will the 
diplomats turn out to be? 

In the end, though, the building is not really a Navy 
property or a State Department property. It is a national 
treasure worthy of preservation. Regardless of what agency 
has jurisdiction over the site, the Old Observatory belongs to 
the people and should be open to the public as a museum that 
could showcase the noble scientific work that occurred within 
its walls. Should tight budgets make us oblivious to our 
heritage? Do we not owe posterity the legacy of this iconic 
institution? 

During the sesquicentennial of the Civil War, the Old 
Naval Observatory's connection to that conflict should also be 
recognized. On Aug. 22, 1863, barely a month and a half after 
the Battle of Gettysburg, Abraham Lincoln sought relief from 
the cares of his office by peering at the night sky through one 
of its telescopes. If any structure visited by the Great 
Emancipator could be considered hallowed ground, then the 
Old Naval Observatory clearly is one of those sacred places. 

The Old Naval Hospital on Capitol Hill, approved for 
construction by President Lincoln, has been saved by 
community dedication and corporate interests. Their generous 
contributions have paid off in a commendable result, a proud 
historic building open for public use. Should not the Old 
Naval Observatory be equally worthy of our attention? 

The writer is executive director of the Society for the 
History of Navy Medicine. 

Return to Index 
 
 

BBLLOOGGSS::  
41. EXCERPTS FROM BLOGS AROUND THE WORLD 
(PUBLISHED 30 DEC 11 – 01 JAN 12) 

 
Ringing In The New Year Navy Style from Navy Live, 

December 31 
At the time this blog is posted, most people in Europe and 

the United States are busy readying themselves for a well-
deserved evening of revelry ringing in the New Year. They are 
free do so, in large part, because at the same time more than 
100 U.S. Navy ships and more than 47,000 U.S. Navy Sailors 
are forward deployed around the world. 

Your Navy wishes you a fun and safe evening! 
We’re proud to operate forward to deter aggression, 

protect the nation, reassure our partners, and maintain the 
freedom of the sea — the basis for global prosperity. The 
Navy has the watch! By “the Navy” we mean people like Lt. 
j.g. Jason E. Crile, USN, who at this moment is the officer of 
the deck of the aircraft carrier USS Abraham Lincoln (CVN 
72), responsible to the ship’s commanding officer for its safe 
navigation and proper operation. Crile and the rest of the crew 
of Lincoln are currently on deployment in the Western Pacific 
Ocean where it is already 2012. Just moments ago, in keeping 
with Navy tradition, Crile posted the ship’s New Year’s log 
entry. 

 
 

Lieutenant Junior Grade Crile and his midnight Bridge crew 
patiently navigate CVN Seven Two, 
 
Slicing through eight foot waves at 18 knots 
course is 250 with N12.30 E13 on the plots 
 
We travelled 460 nautical miles in the day 
taking us further and ever so further away 
 
A New Years Eve Party rages in Hangar Bay Two 
toasting 2012 with non-alcohol brew 
 
Reflecting back fondly the past year with this pen 
the ship will never see Everett again 
 
Propulsion four engines, not much OOC 
the jets are all resting, and I’m sipping tea 
 
With MOMSEN, STERETT, and CAPE ST GEORGE at our 
side 
a nuclear powered split steam plant is fueling our ride 
 
SSTGs, CTGs, Steering 2 and 3 are online 
with diesels and alternate steering stand-bied 
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Yoke is set with mod-zebra third deck and below 
postures and conditions as per TAO. 
 
Captain J.D. Alexander is not on the Bridge 
he and the RDML Shoe toast root beer from the fridge 
 
Defending our freedom, sovereign steel without borders 
4400 Sailors await battle orders 
 
For the love of our country our lives did we lease 
but how sweetly we savor this moment of peace. 
 
In the morning Straits beckon 
but first pillows we will wreck on 
 
When this long watch is through 
the next will come on to sail mighty Seven Two. 
 
From the captain and crew of USS Abraham Lincoln, and all 
the men and women of the United States Navy, Happy New 
Year!!! 

 
‘Amazing Grace’ Hopper, Thanks For The iPad! By 

Bill Doughty from Navy Live, December 30 
This year-ender post comes from Bill Doughty, a public 

affairs specialist at Navy Region Hawaii who writes the Navy 
Reads blog on weekends to promote the Navy Professional 
Reading Program. Here he reviews “Grace Hopper, Admiral 
of the Cyber Sea,” by Kathleen Broome Williams. Williams 
writes, “Surrounded by books in their home… Grace was 
raised in a family where intellectual curiosity was encouraged 
and acumen rewarded.” Read on! Navy Rear Adm. “Amazing 
Grace” Hopper gave voice to the computer age. In his review 
and commentary, Bill shows how our computers, iPads and 
smart phones would not be possible, were it not for pioneers 
like Hopper. 

If she didn’t invent the computer revolution in the United 
States, Rear Adm. Grace Murray Hopper gave it a voice – and 
a language in which to communicate. 

“Amazing Grace” Hopper (1906-1992) played a pivotal 
role in developing COBOL (COmmon Business-Oriented 
Language) and creating FLOW-MATIC (the first data 
processing language to use English). 

She promoted computer standardization for the Navy and 
the Air Force and eventually throughout DoD. A lifelong 
inventor who preached common sense, she considered herself 
a discoverer rather than an inventor, according to Kathleen 
Broome Williams, author of Grace Hopper – Admiral of the 
Cyber Sea, recommended by the Navy Professional Reading 
Program. 

Always unconventional in her thinking, Hopper scorned 
the customary and traditional, was impatient with the status 
quo, and approached problem solving with instinctive 
innovation. 

Throughout the past year, there were some significant 
Grace Hopper milestones to remember: Eighty years ago, 
1931, Hopper began teaching at Vassar College. 

Seventy years ago, 1941, she earned a faculty fellowship 
at Vassar. On Dec. 7, 1941, there were no women serving as 
commissioned officers in the Navy, but Hopper wanted to join 

the war effort. She became one of the early WAVES – 
Women Appointed for Voluntary Emergency Service – during 
WWII and began working at Harvard on the Mark I computer 
(which was formally dedicated Aug. 7, 1944). 

At the time, the few computers that existed in the world 
were the size of a room and were known as “computing 
machines.” The term “computer” was used for the women 
who operated the machines, entering data to generate 
calculations, according to Williams. 

Sixty-five years ago, 1946, Hopper was promoted to 
lieutenant, recognized for her computer programming skills. 

Sixty years ago, 1951, she began working on the world’s 
first compiler, completing it the following year. A compiler is 
a program or set of programs that transforms complex source 
code into a simpler code. Hopper’s invention or “discovery” 
was a fundamental contribution to the evolution of computing. 

In Grace Hopper – Admiral of the Cyber Sea, Williams 
takes us through “Amazing Grace’s” career. The author shows 
us that the biggest challenge Hopper faced was an established 
bureaucracy’s resistance to change, but many leaders in the 
Navy began to fully embrace the potential of computing 
between 1950 and 1960. In the 50s Hopper and her team 
developed some of the world’s first compiler-based languages 
for programming: ARITH-MATIC, MATH-MATIC and 
FLOW-MATIC; by the end of the decade she was playing a 
key leadership role in developing COBOL. 

Fifty years ago, in August 1961, Hopper was promoted 
and appointed director of research in systems and 
programming for the Remington Road division of Sperry 
Rand. 

Forty-five years ago, 1966, as Hopper was about to turn 
60, then-Cmdr. Hopper received a letter from the Chief of 
Naval Personnel, asking her to apply for a resignation from the 
Navy due to her age and length of service. When she then 
retired, Hopper called it, “the saddest day of my life.” 

But, on August 1, 1967, the Navy recalled her from the 
Reserves to active duty. The computer age was accelerating. 

Hopper, who wrote curriculum for the Navy’s “A” and 
“C” schools (basic and advanced training) and set up an 
operational analysis division for the Bureau of Naval 
Personnel, was now a recognized leader in computer science 
and the information technology revolution. 

Forty years ago, in August 1971, 12,000 copies of 
Hopper’s manual, Fundamentals of COBOL, had been sold – 
25 years after she’d worked on the Mark I. 

Williams describes Hopper’s principal role working with 
the Air Force, Secretary of Defense and Government Services 
Administration to standardize computer language throughout 
federal agencies. 

On August 2, 1973 Hopper was promoted to Captain. 
She continued to be a teacher, mentor and recruiter for the 

Navy in the 70s and early-mid 80s. Then, 25 years ago, on 
Aug. 14, 1986, Grace Hopper retired a second time, at the rank 
of Rear Admiral. Her retirement was held aboard USS 
Constitution in Boston Harbor. She was awarded the Defense 
Distinguished Service Medal. 

Twenty years ago, on Sept. 16, 1991, Grace Hopper was 
awarded the National Medal of Technology, the highest honor 
of its type in the United States. (Steve Jobs and Bill Gates are 
other recipients of the medal, now known as the National 
Medal of Technology and Innovation.) Williams reports what 
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President George H. W. Bush said at the time, that it was 
Hopper who “pioneered the revolution that put personal 
computers on the desks of millions of Americans – and 
dragged even this president into the computer age.” 

The voice of Navy’s computer revolution was silenced 
when Hopper passed away on New Year’s Day in 1992. 

Fifteen years ago, during the summer of 1996, Sailors – 
men and women – began reporting aboard a new guided 
missile destroyer bearing Hopper’s name. USS Hopper (DDG 
70), “Amazing Grace,” was commissioned Sept. 6, 1997. The 
Arleigh Burke class destroyer, homeported at Joint Base Pearl 
Harbor-Hickam, Hawaii, is equipped with state-of-the-art 
computerized systems. 

Author Williams achieves both a history of the 
development of computing in the Navy and a look at the 
professional milestones of this dynamic woman whose voice 
continues to echo decades later. 

 
The Navy Unveils "Cicada": Now Even the Drones 

Have Drones by Jason Mick from DailyTech, January 2 
Tiny drones are marvelously versatile, much like their 

insect namesakes 
The U.S. Navy Research Lab's Tempest Unmanned Aerial 

Vehicle (UAV) may not be the mother of all drones, but it is 
the mother of two drones, at least. Hoisted up to 53,000 feet 
onto a high-flying trajectory via releasable balloon, the 
Tempest UAV "gives birth" in flight, launching a pair of mini 
"Cicada" drones. 

The tiny Cicadas are an exercise in efficiency, with their 
logic boards doubling as wings. The Cicada UAVs are gliders, 
complete with smartphone-like two-axis gyroscopes and GPS 
circuits for navigation. 

Several variants have been produced. The Cicada Mark I 
can be launched by firing it from a gun into the air. The 
Cicada Mark III is designed with special wings for improved 
range and stability, and is the model used by Tempest 
"mothership." Cicada stands for Close-In Covert Autonomous 
Disposable Aircraft. 

The drone reportedly has a custom algorithm that 
accurately estimates wind speed and magnitude without any 
purpose driven sensors (presumably the algorithm is based on 
drift from the expected navigation path. A Cicada launched 
from an altitude of 18,000 feet was able to travel 11 miles, 
landing within 15 feet of its desired target, a remarkable feat. 
The drone has been hardened to endure winds up to 40 knots. 

Lithium ion batteries -- the same kind you could find in 
your smart phone -- power the drone. The high-altitude 
versions have heaters to prevent the frigid temperatures of the 
upper atmosphere from harming the circuit board. 

Comments Chris Bovais, NRL aeronautical engineer; "It 
gets quite cold at 30,000 feet—in the minus 57 degree Celsius 
range. So, we have to keep the batteries and electronics 
healthy and working." 

The tiny drone will eventually be equipped with tiny 
imaging sensors and networking sensors as they near combat 
readiness. 

For conspiracy fans out there, the petite declassified 
Cicada is bird-sized -- just a bit larger that the infamous 
"dragonfly drone" that protesters in Washington D.C. claimed 
was "spying" on their activities. The government of course 

denied all knowledge of cooking up secret robotic dragonfly 
minions. 

 
The Power of Acupuncture: Part 2 of 3 by Capt. 

Elwood W. Hopkins from Navy Live, December 29 
Capt. Elwood W. Hopkins is a Neurologist at Naval 

Hospital Bremerton, Wash. This blog is part two of a three 
part series. Part one was posted on Dec. 22. 

Most of us in the class were respectful of the information 
but remained skeptical. Could the clinical effects just be 
another placebo effect? Certainly if subjective measures are 
the outcome to be expected, then a placebo effect could not be 
discounted. There is no honest way to perform a placebo-
controlled double blind randomized study of acupuncture, 
especially if pain is the primary endpoint being measured. In 
fact, it was emphasized that functional outcome measures are 
what we should be striving for when treating patients with 
acupuncture. Dr. Claraco repeatedly wanted to know what a 
patient could not do because of the condition to be treated, and 
did not care what number they chose on the pain scale. His 
measure of success was an objective improvement of function. 

Becoming a believer. There is nothing like personal 
experience to convince one of an effect. It is a bit like not 
requiring a double blind placebo controlled cross-over study to 
establish that an open parachute is more effective than a 
closed one. After the introductory lectures and our first 
practical session of learning the proper technique of painless 
needle insertions (the first needles are always placed by the 
student in their own leg – a great motivator for learning the 
difference between painless and not-so needle insertions), Dr. 
Claraco asked if any members of the class had conditions that 
might be treated with acupuncture. 

Not believing that anything could be done to change my 
30-plus year of Raynaud’s disease, I volunteered this 
information and was surprised when “The Matador” raised 
one eyebrow, smiled and beckoned me to sit facing the class 
while he examined my neck, and not my peripheral pulses. 
Finding what he was looking for, he inquired about my past 
history of trauma (motor vehicle, motorcycle, football, etc), 
consistent with what his exam had revealed and believing that 
my Raynaud’s was due to prior cervical injury (especially to 
posterior rami) as the pathophysiologic basis for the 
dysfunctional sympathetic tone in the hands and fingers 
(which in retrospect make sense as the Raynaud’s did not 
affect my feet or toes). 

I was then placed prone on the treatment table (standard 
portable chiropractic/massage type) while four needles were 
inserted in the paraspinous regions of T2-T6 (where the 
sympathetics exit from the intermediolateral column of the 
spinal cord) to which electrical stimuli were applied for about 
10 minutes. I felt no immediate changes in my hands or 
fingers (which were asymptomatic in the warm classroom), 
but my neck certainly was more supple and had a greater 
range of motion than I had experienced in the past few 
decades. The next morning (this was in December) I went for 
my usual run, during which my Raynaud’s characteristically 
announces its presence at about 10 minutes into the run and 
persists throughout the run (another 30-40 minutes) and 
remains for an hour or so after, even after showering and 
otherwise feeling warm. But this morning nothing happened to 
my fingers. They did not become pale, lifeless, nor did they 
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sting or make it difficult for me to unlace my shoes or insert 
the key card and turn the door knob of the room to the Navy 
Lodge. The benefits of this one treatment persisted for the next 
two months, then gradually the Raynaud’s returned, but only 
to the tips of a few fingers. I received a second acupuncture 
treatment five months after the first and now, nearly a year 
later, have continued to be almost totally free of symptoms, 
except in the coldest of conditions and then only after a long 
exposure. 

Many other of my classmates were treated for various 
conditions (radiculopathies, interstitial cystitis, arthritic joints, 
etc.) and virtually all benefitted from the treatments, making 
even the few cynics and skeptics believers in the value of this 
simple, safe and inexpensive tool that has been time-tested for 
several thousand years. 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Pentagon Vows Carriers Will Remain In Gulf 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 03 JAN 12) ... Bradley Klapper and Robert Burns 

WASHINGTON — The Obama administration on Tuesday brushed aside Iran’s warning to keep U.S. aircraft carriers out of the 
Persian Gulf, dismissing its threats as a consequence of hard-hitting American sanctions on the Iranian economy. 

 
2. U.S. Defense Strategy Review Focuses On Thwarting China, Iran 
(BLOMBERG NEWS 04 JAN 12) ... Roxana Tiron 

The U.S. Army, Navy, Air Force and Marines must combine resources to thwart any efforts by countries such as China and Iran 
to block America’s access to the South China Sea, the Persian Gulf and other strategic regions, according to a draft of a Pentagon 
review. 

 
3. Panetta’s ‘Balanced’ Defense Strategy Questioned Before It’s Out 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 04 JAN 12) ... Tony Capaccio 

The Defense Department promises to deliver tomorrow on pledges to create a “balanced” new U.S. military strategy that puts 
more emphasis on Asia even as defense budgets are cut. Critics say it can’t all be done. 

 

CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
4. SUBLANT Announces Battle 'E' Winners 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 03 JAN 12) ... Kevin Copeland, Commander, Submarine Force Atlantic Public Affairs 

NORFOLK, Va. -- Commander, Submarine Force Atlantic (COMSUBLANT), announced the winners of the 2011 Battle 
Efficiency (Battle "E") competition Jan. 1. 

 
5. USS McClusky Deploying In Support Of Counter Illicit-Trafficking 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 03 JAN 12) ... Commander, U.S. Third Fleet Public Affairs 

SAN DIEGO – The guided-missile frigate USS McClusky (FFG 41) is scheduled to depart San Diego Jan. 4 for an independent 
deployment to the Eastern Pacific Ocean. 

 
6. Reagan Leaves Friday For Repairs In Puget Sound 
(NAVY TIMES 03 JAN 12) ... Gidget Fuentes 

SAN DIEGO — The crew of aircraft carrier Ronald Reagan is changing homeports — but just for one year — as the Nimitz-class 
ship will go into drydock for a major overhaul, the Navy announced Tuesday. 

 
7. Vella Gulf Deploys To Mediterranean Sea 
(WAVY NBC NORFOLK 03 JAN 12) ... Jessica O. Swink 

NORFOLK, Va. - More than 300 Sailors and officers departed from Naval Station Norfolk Tuesday aboard the USS Vella Gulf 
for a regularly scheduled deployment to the Mediterranean Sea. 

 

GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
8. The New Arms Race: China Takes Aim At U.S. Naval Might 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 04 JAN 12) ... Julian E. Barnes, Nathan Hodge and Jeremy Page 

The USS Gerald R. Ford was supposed to help secure another half century of American naval supremacy. The hulking aircraft 
carrier taking shape in a dry dock in Newport News, Va., is designed to carry a crew of 4,660 and a formidable arsenal of aircraft and 
weapons. 
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9. China Plans Military Base In Northern Pakistan, Says Report 
(INDIA TODAY 04 JAN 12) ... Saurabh Shukla 

NEW DELHI - A secret report prepared by the government's joint intelligence committee has confirmed India's worst fears - 
China is planning a military base in Pakistan. 

 
10. Beijing Protests To Japan Over Diaoyus Visit 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 03 JAN 12) 

The government in Beijing said on Tuesday it has lodged an official protest after a group of Japanese citizens, including 
municipal politicians, landed on disputed islands in the East China Sea. 

 
11. Japan's JSF Buy Balances Economics, Industry 
(AVIATION WEEK 03 JAN 12) ... Bradley Perrett, Amy Butler 

BEIJING, WASHINGTON - As a Japanese weapon, the Mitsubishi Heavy Industries F-2 fighter was built in Japan—and only for 
Japan. In 2011 the government, taking delivery of the last of 94 F-2s, looked at how much it would cost to build more. The answer: 
¥15 billion ($193 million) apiece, more than the marginal price that any country has paid for any fighter from a mature production 
line. 

 
12. EU Proposes to Expand Anti-Piracy Operation 
Pirates Threaten to Kill European Hostages if Prospective Plans go Ahead 
(SOMALIA REPORT 03 JAN 12) 

Officials in Somalia’s semi-autonomous region of Puntland have welcomed EU plans to expand their anti-piracy operation to 
include the coast of Somalia. German Foreign Ministry spokesman, Andreas Paschke, has said that there are EU plans to destroy 
pirate infrastructure or bases on the coast. He was quick to assure that the proposed plans did not include deploying any troops onto 
Somalian soil. He added that a proposal will be submitted to the EU this month. 

 
13. Tamil Nadu Fishermen Rescued By Sri Lanka Navy Awaiting Repatriation 
(COLOMBO PAGE (SRI LANKA) 03 JAN 12) 

JAFFNA - The 35 Tamil Nadu fishermen who were distressed in rough seas and rescued by the Sri Lanka Navy are awaiting 
repatriation in Jaffna. 

 
14. BAE Sells 3 Offshore Patrol Vessels to Brazilian Navy 
(DEFENSE NEWS 02 JAN 12) ... Andrew Chuter 

BAE Systems has sold three already built offshore patrol vessels (OPV) to Brazil as the first part of a deal that also involves a 
manufacturing license for at least five more warships built locally. 

 

PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
15. Military Pay Raise Takes Effect 
(GOVERNMENT EXECUTIVE 03 JAN 12) ... Kellie Lunney 

Legislation funding the Defense Department in 2012 contains a pay raise for service members and a premium hike for some 
enrollees in the military's health care program. 

 
16. Budget Cuts Could Slash $1B From Vets Health Care 
Lawmakers May Reverse On Promises Not To Cut VA 
(NAVY TIMES 09 JAN 12) ... Rick Maze 

As veterans groups face the possible automatic, across-the-board cuts in federal spending that could begin in 2013, fear of the 
unknown is strong. 

 
17. Anderson Sailor Killed In Afghanistan Bomb Blast 
(REDDING (CA) RECORD SEARCHLIGHT 03 JAN 12) 

A 24-year-old Navy petty officer from Anderson has died in a bomb explosion in Afghanistan. 
 

18. Navy Man Charged With Manufacturing, Possession Of Explosive Device In James City County 
(WTKR CBS NORFOLK 03 JAN 12) 

On Saturday, police responded to a call about a domestic assault at 845 Vail Ridge in the Seasons Trace subdivision in James City 
County and an investigation revealed the possible presence of a military hand grenade. 
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19. Two Navy Pilots Among Slaying Victims 
Sister of one of the men was also found dead in Coronado, but little information has been released about the 
fourth victim. 
(LOS ANGELES TIMES 04 JAN 12) ... Tony Perry 

SAN DIEGO -- Homicide investigators Tuesday continued to piece together evidence from interviews and forensic tests in an 
attempt to determine what led to the shooting deaths of four people in Coronado on New Year's Day. 

 

FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
20. Navy Chalks Up Big Win For Fire Scout Program 
(AOL DEFENSE 03 JAN 11) ... Carlo Munoz 

WASHINGTON - The Navy chalked up a big financial win for the MQ-8 Fire Scout program last month, setting the stage for a 
multimillion-dollar deal to buy a slew of new unmanned aircraft in the coming years. 

 
21. Navy Testing Long-Range Drone That Tracks Suspicious Vessels 
(STARS AND STRIPES 04 JAN 12) ... Seth Robson 

YOKOTA AIR BASE, Japan – The Navy is testing a long-range drone that hovers 70,000 feet above aircraft carriers and allows 
fleet commanders to track suspicious vessels across vast expanses of sea. 

 
22. Hopes Dim For Bold Fiscal Leadership 
(AVIATION WEEK 03 JAN 12) ... Paul McLeary, Bill Sweetman 

WASHINGTON - In many respects, the election-year debate over U.S. defense budgets has yet to start, for two reasons: The 
defense topline over the next decade is unknown, within a very wide range, and Congress, lobbyists and the rest of the Washington 
defense machine have yet to grasp that unprecedented changes, compromises and even sacrifices may be needed to balance the books 
without ending up with a “hollow force.” 

 
23. Pratt & Whitney Wins New JSF Contract Worth Up To $1.1 Billion 
(HARTFORD COURANT 04 JAN 12) ... Mara Lee 

Pratt & Whtiney could receive $1.1 billion to build, support and provide spare parts for 30 Joint Strike Fighter engines, the 
company announced Tuesday. 

 

BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
24. USS New Mexico Helps Celebrate State's 100th Birthday 
(KOAT ABC ALBUQUERQUE 03 JAN 12) 

ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. -- New Mexico celebrates 100 years of statehood this Friday. And just in time for the big event, the USS 
New Mexico sent a special birthday wish. 

 
25. As Budget Cuts Loom, Questions Arise About U.S. Forces In Europe 
(STARS AND STRIPES 03 JAN 12) ... John Vandiver 

STUTTGART, Germany — When a task force of Marines deployed to eastern Europe on a five-month mission to train partner 
militaries, it did not come from U.S. bases in nearby Germany. The 185 reservists flew over from a base in the States. 

 
26. Judge Dismisses Guam Firing Range Lawsuit 
(PACIFIC DAILY NEWS (GUAM) 03 JAN 12) ... Arvin Temkar 

HAGATNA, Guam — A federal judge in Hawaii has dismissed a lawsuit to halt the military’s plan to build a firing range close to 
the historic Pågat site, calling the lawsuit moot, according to a District Court of Hawaii document. 

 

NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
27. Spec-Ops Troops Learn To Be Gumshoes 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 03 JAN 12) ... Kimberly Dozier 

A scene of stomach-clenching gore confronted the special operations troops: the shredded remains of a suicide bomber, scattered 
around the checkpoint. 

 
28. Quayle, Kissinger Among Hacker Victims 
(LOS ANGELES TIMES 04 JAN 12) ... Ken Dilanian 

WASHINGTON -- A computer hacking group has revealed email addresses and other personal data from former Vice President 
Dan Quayle, former Secretary of State Henry A. Kissinger, and hundreds of U.S. intelligence, law enforcement and military officials 
in a high-profile case of cyber-theft. 
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29. Law Signed To Speed Troops Through TSA Security 
(NAVY TIMES 03 JAN 12) ... Rick Maze 

President Obama has signed a law that within six months could make it easier for service members and their families to get 
through security checkpoints at major airports. 

 
30. Chairman Of Guard Bureau Joins Joint Chiefs 
(STARS AND STRIPES 03 JAN 12) ... Derek Turner 

The Joint Chiefs of Staff has grown by one, with existing members, however reluctantly, welcoming the chairman of the National 
Guard Bureau as a full member. 

 
31. Military's Gold Star Families Often Feel Disconnected 
(USA TODAY 03 JAN 12) ... Gregg Zoroya 

COLLINSVILLE, Okla. – Jane Horton wears a small Gold Star pin honoring her husband, Christopher, who was killed by 
Taliban gunfire four months ago. 

 
32. Union Warship's Profile Rising 
(TAMPA TRIBUNE 04 JAN 12) ... Keith Morelli 

One hundred forty-six years ago today, a violent storm lashed the Tampa Bay area, imperiling two U.S. Navy warships — 
tugboats with cannons — that had seen Civil War action in the Gulf of Mexico and were headed for peacetime duty after the war 
ended. 

 

OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
33. Iran Won't Close The Strait Of Hormuz 
Direct hostilities would risk retaliation against Tehran's nuclear-weapons program. 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 04 JAN 12) ... Bradley S. Russell and Max Boot 

Iran threatened to close the Strait of Hormuz last week, in response to U.S. and European Union moves to apply sanctions on its 
oil industry. 

 
34. Stolen Valor Act Should Stand 
(NAVY TIMES 09 JAN 12) ... Editorial 

A growing army of veterans advocates and legal experts is urging the Supreme Court to affirm that lying about receiving military 
medals is a crime. 

 
35. Ignore Iranian Bluster And Keep World Shipping Lanes Open 
(WASHINGTON EXAMINER 03 JAN 12) ... Editorial 

Iran's mullahs must be getting increasingly worried that somebody is about to launch a military strike on their nuclear bomb 
development facilities or to impose genuinely tough sanctions that will bring their oil exports to a standstill. 

 
36. Defense Boost Ends Tokyo Drift 
Japan rethinks the value of a "peace constitution" in an increasingly unstable region. 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 04 JAN 12) ... Michael Auslin 

Has Japan finally been mugged by reality? 
 

37. Crosses And The Constitution 
(LOS ANGELES TIMES 04 JAN 12) ... Editorial 

The military, like any other government agency, cannot allow people to install large religious symbols wherever they want on 
public property. Once in place for any length of time, those symbols (and usually that means a cross) tend to be seen as established 
markers, and proposals to remove them are wrongly viewed as anti-religion and, specifically, anti-Christian. 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Pentagon Vows Carriers Will Remain In Gulf 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 03 JAN 12) ... Bradley Klapper and Robert Burns 

WASHINGTON — The Obama administration on 
Tuesday brushed aside Iran’s warning to keep U.S. aircraft 
carriers out of the Persian Gulf, dismissing its threats as a 
consequence of hard-hitting American sanctions on the Iranian 
economy. 

Provoking a hostile start to what could prove a pivotal 
year for Iran, the country’s army chief said American vessels 
were unwelcome in the Gulf, the strategic waterway that 
carries to market much of the oil pumped in the Middle East. 

The Islamic republic also has warned of blocking one of 
the world’s key tanker lanes, the Strait of Hormuz, in response 
to new, stronger U.S. economic penalties on Iran over its 
disputed nuclear enrichment program. Iranian Gen. Ataollah 
Salehi’s warning about the Gulf came just three days after 
President Obama signed into law new sanctions targeting 
Iran’s Central Bank and its ability to sell petroleum abroad. 

Just Iranian saber-rattling, with no effect on U.S. plans or 
military movements, spokesmen in Washington said. 

“It’s the latest round of Iranian threats and is confirmation 
that Tehran is under increasing pressure for its continued 
failure to live up to its international obligations,” White House 
press secretary Jay Carney said. 

“Iran is isolated and is seeking to divert attention from its 
behavior and domestic problems,” Carney added. 

Salehi didn’t cite a specific vessel, but the Navy’s 5th 
Fleet has said the aircraft carrier John C. Stennis and another 
vessel headed out from the Gulf and through the Strait of 
Hormuz last week after a visit to Dubai’s Jebel Ali port. 

Iran closed 10 days of naval maneuvers on Tuesday, 
continuing a tone of military defiance but seeing the bite of 
international sanctions pull its currency, the rial, down to lows 
against the dollar earlier this week. 

Pentagon spokesman George Little said the Navy operates 
in the Gulf in accordance with international law, maintaining 
“a constant state of high vigilance” to ensure the flow of sea 
commerce. 

“The deployment of U.S. military assets in the Persian 
Gulf region will continue as it has for decades,” Little said in a 
written statement. “These are regularly scheduled movements 
in accordance with our longstanding commitments to the 
security and stability of the region and in support of ongoing 
operations.” 

Fifth Fleet has long been headquartered in the Gulf state 
of Bahrain, serving as a key counterbalance to Iran’s 
expanding military presence in the Gulf. American allies 
France and Britain also have warships stationed in the region, 
while key Arab partners Saudi Arabia and the United Arab 
Emirates closed deals last week with the U.S. for major arms 
purchases. 

The threat of a military confrontation appears to be rising. 
If Iran advances closer to the production of an atomic bomb, it 

would increase the chances of Israel launching a pre-emptive 
strike on facilities to prevent what it sees as a mortal threat to 
its existence. 

The United States and some European countries may 
cooperate, or choose to intervene militarily themselves. The 
West fears an atomic Iran would not only destabilize Israel — 
Tehran’s biggest enemy — but much of the Arab world. Iran 
denies it is seeking a weapon but insists on the right to enrich 
uranium for what it claims to be an energy program. 

For now, the Obama administration says all options are on 
the table. And it is unclear how far away Tehran would be 
from nuclear weapons potential, despite a recent report by the 
U.N.’s International Atomic Energy Agency detailing Iranian 
experiments whose sole purpose is the development of nuclear 
arms. It was the strongest sign yet that it seeks to build a 
nuclear arsenal, despite Iran’s claims that its enrichment 
activity is entirely for peaceful purposes. 

Asked whether the U.S. intends to send naval 
reinforcements to the Gulf in response to Iranian talk of 
closing its entry point at Hormuz, Little did not answer 
directly. 

“No one in this government seeks confrontation over the 
Strait of Hormuz,” he said. “It’s important to lower the 
temperature.” 

On Monday, Iran test-fired a surface-to-surface cruise 
missile as part of its naval maneuvers in the Gulf, prompting 
Iran’s navy chief to boast that the strait is “completely under 
our control.” 

Little said any closure of the strait would not be tolerated, 
but declined to elaborate, while State Department 
spokeswoman Victoria Nuland said the U.S. would defend the 
right of American vessels to freedom of navigation. 

Asked about Iran’s statements suggesting it is ready to 
restart nuclear negotiations, Nuland said the U.S. and its 
partners in Europe and elsewhere have made clear that Iran 
has an opportunity to return to talks, based on conditions 
outlined by the international community in September. But 
they’ve yet to respond, she said. 

“The Iranians know what will be expected of them,” 
Nuland said. “They have to meet their commitments to the 
international community and they have to be prepared to 
engage constructively and seriously on a comprehensive 
solution that restores the international community’s 
confidence in the peaceful nature of their program.” 

In the meantime, U.S. sanctions on Iran will continue. 
Nuland said they already were the “toughest” in the world. 

“We continue to look at what more we can do,” she 
added. “It’s less a matter of having more sanctions on the 
books and more a matter of ensuring that those sanctions that 
we already have are fully implemented by all countries.” 

Return to Index 
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2. U.S. Defense Strategy Review Focuses On Thwarting China, Iran 
(BLOMBERG NEWS 04 JAN 12) ... Roxana Tiron 

The U.S. Army, Navy, Air Force and Marines must 
combine resources to thwart any efforts by countries such as 
China and Iran to block America’s access to the South China 
Sea, the Persian Gulf and other strategic regions, according to 
a draft of a Pentagon review. 

The military services must work more cooperatively to 
pool their intelligence, surveillance and reconnaissance 
capabilities and cyber-security tools, as well as operational 
concepts, the review is expected to say, according to an 
administration official familiar with the review who asked not 
to be identified. 

The U.S. should be able to deter any emerging anti-access 
capabilities such as the diesel attack submarines being 
developed by China and the anti-ship ballistic missiles 
deployed by China and Iran, and if necessary, defeat them, 
said the administration official. 

Defense Secretary Leon Panetta is due to unveil the 
review tomorrow, setting policy priorities in addressing about 
$490 billion in budget cuts over the next decade. 

The review is expected to conclude that the U.S. no 
longer will engage in protracted large-scale stabilization 
operations, as it has in Iraq and Afghanistan, and it won’t have 
sufficient forces to fight two major conflicts at the same time, 
according to the official. 

Rather, the U.S. will be able to fight in one major conflict 
and have the ability to deploy forces to deter another potential 
adversary from pursuing another major conflict, said the 
official. 

With an expected reduction in active duty personnel, the 
strategy will seek to emphasize more rapid availability of 
National Guard and reserve forces for major conflicts. The 
current plan calls for reducing the force in 2015 and 2016 by 
27,000 GIs and by as many as 20,000 Marines. The 
projections were based on the U.S. military leaving Iraq, 

which occurred at the end of last year, and significantly 
reducing U.S. forces in Afghanistan by 2014. Panetta may 
announce deeper reductions. 

The strategy is expected to maintain a commitment to 
ballistic missile defense and nuclear deterrence, according to 
the official. 

The review also will include language that emphasizes the 
role of political and diplomatic efforts in deterring conflicts. 

President Barack Obama in November announced steps to 
expand trade and military cooperation with Asia-Pacific 
nations that share U.S. concerns over China’s currency and 
intellectual property policies and territorial claims, such as 
potential oil- rich areas and trade routes in the South China 
Sea. 

The administration’s foreign policy strategy is being 
refocused on Asia as Obama wraps up wars in Iraq and 
Afghanistan. Obama’s national security adviser, Tom Donilon, 
said in November that the U.S. strategy in Asia “has nothing 
to do with isolating or containing anybody.” Discussions 
during a meeting between Obama and Chinese Premier Wen 
Jiabao in November “briefly” touched on the South China Sea, 
where territorial disputes have raised tensions between China 
and its neighbors. 

While Chinese officials generally downplay offensive 
intentions, Iranians have threatened to use military force to 
block oil shipments through the Strait of Hormuz in the event 
of an oil embargo or full conflict with the U.S. over its nuclear 
program. 

The state-run Fars news agency yesterday cited the head 
of Iran’s army, Ataollah Salehi, as “warning” the U.S. not to 
return an aircraft carrier to the Persian Gulf. Pentagon 
spokesman George Little said the deployment of ships in the 
region “will continue as it has for decades.” 

Return to Index 
 

3. Panetta’s ‘Balanced’ Defense Strategy Questioned Before It’s Out 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 04 JAN 12) ... Tony Capaccio 

The Defense Department promises to deliver tomorrow 
on pledges to create a “balanced” new U.S. military strategy 
that puts more emphasis on Asia even as defense budgets are 
cut. Critics say it can’t all be done. 

A “balanced approach essentially means they are not 
doing anything bold at all,” Dov Zakheim, who was the 
Pentagon’s controller under President George W. Bush, said in 
an interview. “Everything gets cut.” 

Defense Secretary Leon Panetta and Army General 
Martin Dempsey, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, will 
present at a news conference the Pentagon’s strategic review 
of U.S. roles and missions worldwide. The results will be 
parsed by allies and adversaries to assess where the U.S. may 
be pulling back, by military personnel wary of benefit cuts and 
by defense investors attempting to predict which contractors 
may benefit or lose out from the new priorities. 

“We need to take a hard look” at all defense spending 
while maintaining U.S. military superiority, White House 
press secretary Jay Carney told reporters in Washington 
yesterday. President Barack Obama has met with Panetta on 

the issue seven times since September, including a session 
yesterday, Carney said. 

When Panetta’s predecessor as defense secretary, Robert 
Gates, announced the review last year, he said it was 
important for the public and Congress to get a full 
understanding of strategic choices for the U.S. military as it 
faced $450 billion in additional reductions through 2021, 
including about $261 billion through 2017. 

Taking on Personnel 
Zakheim, who is an adviser to Mitt Romney, the former 

Massachusetts governor and Republican presidential 
candidate, said he is skeptical the administration is willing “to 
go after personnel accounts.” 

“What they really need to do is look much more carefully 
at trimming operations and maintenance accounts, taking on 
personnel accounts in a serious way, taking on military 
retirement in a serious way,” he said. “The question is how far 
are they going to go?” 
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The Defense Department won’t rely on cuts in weapons 
programs as the main way to meet its spending-reduction 
goals, Deputy Comptroller Mike McCord said Nov. 30. 

The number of uniformed personnel, compensation, 
retirement benefits and continued savings from efficiencies are 
getting more attention than major cuts in acquisition, 
according to McCord. The review is taking a “balanced” 
approach, he said. 

Army, Marine Cuts 
Panetta may outline troop reductions beyond those 

announced in February 2011. 
The fiscal 2012 budget request called for 547,400 Army 

personnel and 202,100 in the Marine Corps. The current plan 
calls for reducing the force in 2015 and 2016 by 27,000 GIs 
and as many as 20,000 Marines. 

Panetta is expected to outline how the U.S. military will 
increase its Pacific presence, a shift in emphasis that began 
with the Quadrennial Defense Review in February 2010, 
which called for the Air Force and the Navy to craft an air-sea 
battle concept. 

The plan is intended to combine the strengths of the Navy 
and the Air Force for long-range strikes. It may employ a new 
generation of bombers, a new cruise missile and drones 
launched from aircraft carriers. The Navy also is increasing 
funding to develop unmanned submarines. 

Obama Asia Pledge 
Obama said in November, during a visit to Australia, that 

“reductions in U.S. defense spending will not -- I repeat, will 
not -- come at the expense of the Asia-Pacific” region. 

Panetta said in a November speech that “even as we 
enhance our presence in the Pacific, we will not surrender our 
status as a global power and a global leader.” 

Any Pentagon trade-offs “in one area” to beef up the 
Pacific “will bear consequences in another,” said MacKenzie 
Eaglen, a defense analyst with the Heritage Foundation in 
Washington, which opposes major cuts in defense spending. 

“As DoD squeezes U.S. force posture in Europe, 
including bases, it will have a direct impact on the military’s 
ability to respond to future conflicts like the no-fly zone in 
Libya, rapid response in Afghanistan post-9/11, and treating 
the wounded out of Iraq the past decade,” she said in an e-
mail. “There are no consequence-free decisions.” 

Air Force, Navy 
The commitment to Asia “is probably going to put more 

emphasis on the ‘AirSea battle’ versus land forces,” Robert 
Stallard, managing director of aerospace research for RBC 
Capital Markets in New York, said in an e-mail. 

“This should mean that Air Force and Navy strategic 
assets come out relatively well, though we still expect to see 
budget pressure being felt in pretty much all areas,” he said. 

“I’m not sure Congress will be comfortable with the Army and 
Marine Corps being bill-payers for this.” 

The strategy review also may revive debate about the 
Pentagon’s doctrine calling for the capability to fight two 
major conflicts almost simultaneously. 

The Quadrennial Defense Review in 2010 deemphasized 
that commitment without abandoning it. It said planning 
should focus more closely on scenarios such as irregular 
warfare including conflicts involving insurgents or drug 
traffickers and even humanitarian disasters. 

“However you modify that strategy, you won’t get into a 
position where, if you get engaged in a conflict, you won’t be 
able to do anything else,” William Lynn, who was then deputy 
defense secretary, said in an October interview. “You’ll never 
say, ‘Once I’m in a conflict, everything else I can’t handle.’” 

Iran, North Korea 
Zakheim said the Pentagon needs to explain clearly any 

modification in strategy to avoid sending the wrong message 
to Iran or North Korea. 

“Suppose there is a threat from Iran and threat from 
Korea,” he said. “ What are we going to do? Ignore Iran or 
ignore North Korea?” 

With budget cuts, the best the military can do is prepare to 
fight one major war while maintaining the capability to make 
life difficult enough to deter any second adversary tempted to 
make a move, John Nagl, a member of the Defense Policy 
Board, an advisory panel, said in an interview. 

“It looks like we’re moving away from a two-war 
strategy,” said Nagl, who is president of the Center for a New 
American Security, a policy group in Washington. “Some 
capabilities are going to have to go.” 

Budget Proposal 
The Obama administration’s annual budget proposal will 

be released in February. Some details were contained in a 
Nov. 29 Office of Management and Budget document sent to 
the Pentagon that provided broad outlines for a fiscal 2013-
2017 plan. 

Defense spending in 2013 would be reduced about 1 
percent from this year’s $518 billion spending plan before 
growing 1.8 percent in 2014 and 2.3 percent in 2015, dropping 
1.9 percent in 2016 and rising 2.2 percent in 2017, according 
to the 23-page document. 

The defense plan for 2012 to 2021 calls for $5.652 trillion 
in spending, according to the budget office. It calculated that 
the total defense cut mandated by budget-reduction legislation 
over those years is $488 billion, or about an 8.5 percent 
decrease. 

That doesn’t include an additional $500 billion from 
automatic cuts that would take effect in January 2013 unless 
Congress stops the action. 

Return to Index 
 
 

CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
4. SUBLANT Announces Battle 'E' Winners 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 03 JAN 12) ... Kevin Copeland, Commander, Submarine Force Atlantic Public Affairs 

NORFOLK, Va. -- Commander, Submarine Force 
Atlantic (COMSUBLANT), announced the winners of the 
2011 Battle Efficiency (Battle "E") competition Jan. 1. 

"The Battle E competition measures our crews against the 
three tenets laid out for us by the CNO: 'Warfighting first, 

operate forward, be ready,' as well as the call to action 
embodied in the design for undersea warfare," said 
COMSUBLANT Vice Adm. John M. Richardson. "This year's 
competition showed that across the board, our submarine force 
is manned by teams that are keenly focused on achieving these 
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goals and are providing our nation's leaders with capability 
they can use today and into the future. The results were very 
close and these awards should be a source of great pride for 
the whole force. Congratulations." 

The Battle "E" competition is conducted to strengthen 
individual command performance, overall force readiness, and 
to recognize outstanding performance. The criterion for the 
award is the overall readiness of the command to carry out its 
assigned wartime tasks as a unit of the Atlantic Submarine 
Force, and is based on a yearlong evaluation. 

One submarine from each submarine squadron in the 
Atlantic Fleet is recognized. The awards are presented by the 
commodore of each squadron to the submarine under their 
command which has demonstrated the highest level of battle 
readiness during the evaluation year. 

The 2011 COMSUBLANT Battle "E" winners, 
homeports, and commanding officers are: 

Commander, Submarine Squadron (SUBRON) 2 (Groton, 
Conn.) - USS Providence (SSN 719), commanded during the 
competition by Cmdr. Michael Quan and Cmdr. Ray Gabriel. 

SUBRON FOUR (Groton, Conn.) - USS New Hampshire 
(SSN 778), commanded by Cmdr. John McGunnigle. 

SUBRON 6 (Norfolk, Va.) - USS Newport News (SSN 
750), commanded by Cmdr. Carl Hartsfield 

Commander, Submarine Development Squadron 12 
(Groton, Conn.) - USS Annapolis (SSN 760), commanded by 
Cmdr. John Gearhart. 

SUBRON 16 (Kings Bay, Ga.) - USS Florida (SSGN 
728) (Blue) commanded during the competition by Capt. 
Gregory Ott and Capt. Randy Crites, and USS Florida (SSGN 
728) (Gold), commanded during the competition by Capt. 
David Kirk and Capt. Thomas Calabrese 

SUBRON 20 (Kings Bay, Ga.) - USS Alaska (SSBN 732) 
(Blue), commanded by Cmdr. Kevin Byrne, and USS Alaska 
(SSBN 732) (Gold) commanded during the competition by 
Cmdr. Robert Wirth and Cmdr. Cory Jackson. 

Return to Index 
 

5. USS McClusky Deploying In Support Of Counter Illicit-Trafficking 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 03 JAN 12) ... Commander, U.S. Third Fleet Public Affairs 

SAN DIEGO – The guided-missile frigate USS 
McClusky (FFG 41) is scheduled to depart San Diego Jan. 4 
for an independent deployment to the Eastern Pacific Ocean. 

McClusky will deploy in support of Combating 
Transnational Organized Crime (C-TOC) operations. A crew 
of 30 officers and 210 enlisted Sailors will conduct integrated 
operations with Joint Interagency Task Force South, based in 
Key West, Fla. and Coast Guard District 11, based in 
Alameda, Calif. 

Commanded by Cmdr. Darren W. Glaser, McClusky will 
embark two SH-60B helicopters from Helicopter 
Antisubmarine Squadron Light (HSL) 49 Detachment 4 that 
will provide aerial support. Additionally, a U.S. Coast Guard 
Law Enforcement Detachment will be assigned to the ship to 
conduct boardings and law enforcement operations. 

“I am impressed with how hard the crew has worked over 
the past few months. We have been able to seamlessly 
integrate both our Coast Guard and HSL-49 detachments, 

focused as one team, on one goal,” said Cmdr. Glaser. “We 
are all well trained and ready to take on C-TOC operations as 
well as support the Fourth Fleet commander’s theater security 
cooperation strategy.” 

USS McClusky is assigned to Destroyer Squadron 
(DESRON) 1, led by Commodore John Steinberger, and is one 
of two guided-missile frigates in DESRON 1. McClusky has 
completed more than 20 drug seizures since the ship began 
deploying to the Eastern Pacific in 2000. During the most 
recent C-TOC deployment in 2009, McClusky disrupted more 
than 11 metric tons of cocaine bound for the United States. 

McClusky helps provide deterrence, promote peace and 
security, preserve freedom of the sea and 
humanitarian/disaster response within 3rd Fleet’s 50-million 
square mile area of responsibility in the Eastern Pacific, as 
well as supporting the Navy’s Maritime Strategy when 
forward deployed. 
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6. Reagan Leaves Friday For Repairs In Puget Sound 
(NAVY TIMES 03 JAN 12) ... Gidget Fuentes 

SAN DIEGO — The crew of aircraft carrier Ronald 
Reagan is changing homeports — but just for one year — as 
the Nimitz-class ship will go into drydock for a major 
overhaul, the Navy announced Tuesday. 

Reagan will depart Naval Air Station North Island for a 
docking planned incremental availability that will begin Jan. 
10 at Puget Sound Naval Shipyard and Intermediate 
Maintenance Facility in Bremerton, Wash., Naval Air Force 
officials in Coronado, Calif., said in a statement. 

The Navy expects the maintenance will wrap up Jan. 10, 
2013, but officials have not officially said whether Reagan 
will return to Coronado, the ship’s homeport since 2004, after 
what the Navy calls a “temporary, administrative homeport 
change.” 

“While we expect the ship to return to San Diego, no 
official decision has been announced yet,” a spokesman, 

Senior Chief Mass Communication Specialist (SW/AW) Dave 
Nagle, said Tuesday. 

While some carrier repairs can be done at their home 
berths, Reagan’s overhaul will require a drydock to support 
more intensive repairs and maintenance that cannot be done in 
the San Diego area, which lacks drydock facilities to support 
the large carriers. Puget Sound has the only government 
drydock on the West Coast that is capable of supporting 
Nimitz-class carriers, according to the Navy. 

Reagan, commissioned in 2003, returned to San Diego on 
Sept. 9 after its fifth deployment in six years. “This ship has 
been worked very hard over the last several years, and we 
need to go up north for a good overhaul,” Capt. Thom Burke, 
Reagan’s commanding officer, said in a statement. 

“The next year will help us remain a fully-capable war 
fighting vessel,” Burke added. 
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Reagan will find itself at Puget Sound, where the carrier 
Nimitz continues upgrades and repairs during a docking 

planned incremental availability of roughly a year that began 
in December 2010. 
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7. Vella Gulf Deploys To Mediterranean Sea 
(WAVY NBC NORFOLK 03 JAN 12) ... Jessica O. Swink 

NORFOLK, Va. - More than 300 Sailors and officers 
departed from Naval Station Norfolk Tuesday aboard the USS 
Vella Gulf for a regularly scheduled deployment to the 
Mediterranean Sea. 

The deployment was originally scheduled for Monday, 
but was pushed back. 

The Navy is calling this a scheduled deployment, but the 
ship's equipped with a weaponry system that could be a 

critical asset to the Navy's mission of protecting international 
shipping against the threats from Iran. 

10 On Your Side Art Kohn was there as the Vella Gulf 
departed Naval Station Norfolk Tuesday. 

The Aegis guided-missile cruiser will relieve the USS 
Ramage which is currently on patrol in the region. 

View Clip (RT: 2:12) 
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GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
8. The New Arms Race: China Takes Aim At U.S. Naval Might 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 04 JAN 12) ... Julian E. Barnes, Nathan Hodge and Jeremy Page 

The USS Gerald R. Ford was supposed to help secure 
another half century of American naval supremacy. The 
hulking aircraft carrier taking shape in a dry dock in Newport 
News, Va., is designed to carry a crew of 4,660 and a 
formidable arsenal of aircraft and weapons. 

But an unforeseen problem cropped up between blueprint 
and expected delivery in 2015: China is building a new class 
of ballistic missiles designed to arc through the stratosphere 
and explode onto the deck of a U.S. carrier, killing sailors and 
crippling its flight deck. 

Since 1945, the U.S. has ruled the waters of the western 
Pacific, thanks in large part to a fleet of 97,000-ton carriers—
each one "4.5 acres of mobile, sovereign U.S. territory," as the 
Navy puts it. For nearly all of those years, China had little 
choice but to watch American vessels ply the waters off its 
coast with impunity. 

Now China is engaged in a major military buildup. Part of 
its plan is to force U.S. carriers to stay farther away from its 
shores, Chinese military analysts say. So the U.S. is adjusting 
its own game plan. Without either nation saying so, both are 
quietly engaged in a tit-for-tat military-technology race. At 
stake is the balance of power in a corner of the seas that its 
growing rapidly in importance. 

Pentagon officials are reluctant to talk publicly about 
potential conflict with China. Unlike the Soviet Union during 
the Cold War, Beijing isn't an explicit enemy. During a visit to 
China last month, Michele Flournoy, the U.S. undersecretary 
of defense for policy, told a top general in the People's 
Liberation Army that "the U.S. does not seek to contain 
China," and that "we do not view China as an adversary," she 
recalled in a later briefing. 

Nevertheless, U.S. military officials often talk about 
preparing for a conflict in the Pacific—without mentioning 
who they might be fighting. The situation resembles a Harry 
Potter novel in which the characters refuse to utter the name of 
their adversary, says Andrew Krepinevich, president of the 
Center for Strategic and Budgetary Assessments, a think tank 
with close ties to the Pentagon. "You can't say China's a 
threat," he says. "You can't say China's a competitor." 

China's state media has said its new missile, called the 
DF-21D, was built to strike a moving ship up to about 1,700 

miles away. U.S. defense analysts say the missile is designed 
to come in at an angle too high for U.S. defenses against sea-
skimming cruise missiles and too low for defenses against 
other ballistic missiles. 

Even if U.S. systems were able to shoot down one or two, 
some experts say, China could overwhelm the defenses by 
targeting a carrier with several missiles at the same time. 

As such, the new missile—China says it isn't currently 
deployed—could push U.S. carriers farther from Chinese 
shores, making it more difficult for American fighter jets to 
penetrate its airspace or to establish air superiority in a conflict 
near China's borders. 

In response, the Navy is developing pilotless, long-range 
drone aircraft that could take off from aircraft carriers far out 
at sea and remain aloft longer than a human pilot could do 
safely. In addition, the Air Force wants a fleet of pilotless 
bombers capable of cruising over vast stretches of the Pacific. 

The gamesmanship extends into cyberspace. U.S. officials 
worry that, in the event of a conflict, China would try to attack 
the satellite networks that control drones, as well as military 
networks within the U.S. The outcome of any conflict, they 
believe, could turn in part on who can jam the other's 
electronics or hack their computer networks more quickly and 
effectively. 

Throughout history, control of the seas has been a 
prerequisite for any country that wants to be considered a 
world power. China's military buildup has included a 
significant naval expansion. China now has 29 submarines 
armed with antiship cruise missiles, compared with just eight 
in 2002, according to Rand Corp., another think tank with ties 
to the military. In August, China conducted a sea trial of its 
first aircraft carrier—a vessel that isn't yet fully operational. 

At one time, military planners saw Taiwan as the main 
point of potential friction between China and the U.S. Today, 
there are more possible flash points. Tensions have grown 
between Japan and China over islands each nation claims in 
the East China Sea. Large quantities of oil and gas are 
believed to lie under the South China Sea, and China, 
Vietnam, the Philippines and other nations have been asserting 
conflicting territorial claims on it. Last year, Vietnam claimed 
China had harassed one of its research vessels, and China 
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demanded that Vietnam halt oil-exploration activities in 
disputed waters. 

A few years ago, the U.S. military might have responded 
to any flare-up by sending one or more of its 11 aircraft 
carriers to calm allies and deter Beijing. Now, the People's 
Liberation Army, in additional to the missiles it has under 
development, has submarines capable of attacking the most 
visible instrument of U.S. military power. 

"This is a rapidly emerging development," says Eric 
Heginbotham, who specializes in East Asian security at Rand. 
"As late as 1995 or 2000, the threat to carriers was really 
minimal. Now, it is fairly significant. There is a whole 
complex of new threats emerging." 

Beijing's interest in developing anticarrier missiles is 
believed to date to the Taiwan Strait crisis of 1996. The 
Chinese government, hoping to dissuade voters in Taiwan 
from re-electing a president considered pro-independence, 
conducted a series of missile tests, firing weapons into the 
waters off the island. President Bill Clinton sent two carrier 
battle groups, signaling that Washington was ready to defend 
Taiwan—a strategic setback for China. 

The Chinese military embarked on a military 
modernization effort designed to blunt U.S. power in the 
Pacific by developing what U.S. military strategists dubbed 
"anti-access, area denial" technologies. 

"Warfare is about anti-access," said Adm. Gary 
Roughead, the recently retired U.S. chief of naval operations, 
last year. "You could go back and look at the Pacific 
campaigns in World War II, [when] the Japanese were trying 
to deny us access into the western Pacific." 

In 2004, Chinese President Hu Jintao unveiled a new 
military doctrine calling for the armed forces to undertake 
"new historic missions" to safeguard China's "national 
interests." Chinese military officers and experts said those 
interests included securing international shipping lanes and 
access to foreign oil and safeguarding Chinese citizens 
working overseas. 

At first, China's buildup was slow. Then some headline-
grabbing advances set off alarms in Washington. In a 2007 
test, China shot down one of its older weather satellites, 
demonstrating its ability to potentially destroy U.S. military 
satellites that enable warships and aircraft to communicate and 
to target bases on the Chinese mainland. 

The Pentagon responded with a largely classified effort to 
protect U.S. satellites from weapons such as missiles or lasers. 
A year after China's antisatellite test, the U.S. demonstrated its 
own capabilities by blowing up a dead spy satellite with a 
modified ballistic-missile interceptor. 

Last year, the arms race accelerated. In January, just hours 
before then U.S. Defense Secretary Robert Gates sat down 
with Chinese President Hu to mend frayed relations, China 
conducted the first test flight of a new, radar-evading fighter 
jet. The plane, called the J-20, might allow China to launch air 
attacks much farther afield—possibly as far as U.S. military 
bases in Japan and Guam. 

The aircraft carrier China launched in August was built 
from a hull bought from Ukraine. The Pentagon expects China 
to begin working on its own version, which could become 
operational after 2015—not long after the USS Gerald R. Ford 
enters service. 

American military planners are even more worried about 
the modernization of China's submarine fleet. The newer 
vessels can stay submerged longer and operate more quietly 
than China's earlier versions. In 2006, a Chinese sub appeared 
in the midst of a group of American ships, undetected until it 
rose to the surface. 

Sizing up China's electronic-warfare capabilities is more 
difficult. China has invested heavily in cybertechnologies, and 
U.S. defense officials have said Chinese hackers, potentially 
working with some state support, have attacked American 
defense networks. China has repeatedly denied any state 
involvement. 

China's technological advances have been accompanied 
by a shift in rhetoric by parts of its military. Hawkish Chinese 
military officers and analysts have long accused the U.S. of 
trying to contain China within the "first island chain" that 
includes Japan and the Philippines, both of which have mutual 
defense treaties with the U.S., and Taiwan, which the U.S. is 
bound by law to help defend. They now talk about pushing the 
U.S. back as far as Hawaii and enabling China's navy to 
operate freely in the western Pacific, the Indian Ocean and 
beyond. 

"The U.S. has four major allies within the first island 
chain, and is trying to starve the Chinese dragon into a 
Chinese worm," Maj. Gen. Luo Yuan, one of China's most 
outspoken military commentators, told a conference in 
September. 

China's beefed up military still is a long way from having 
the muscle to defeat the U.S. Navy head-to-head. For now, 
U.S. officials say, the Chinese strategy is to delay the arrival 
of U.S. military forces long enough to take control of 
contested islands or waters. 

Publicly, Pentagon leaders such as Mr. Gates and Adm. 
Mike Mullen, former chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, 
have said the U.S. would like to cultivate closer military-to-
military ties with China. 

Privately, China has been the focus of planning. In 2008, 
the U.S. military held a series of war games, called Pacific 
Vision, which tested its ability to counter a "near-peer 
competitor" in the Pacific. That phrase is widely understood 
within the military to be shorthand for China. 

"My whole impetus was to look at the whole western 
Pacific," says retired Air Force Gen. Carrol "Howie" 
Chandler, who helped conduct the war games. "And it was no 
secret that the Chinese were making investments to overcome 
our advantages in the Pacific." 

Those games tested the ability of the U.S. to exercise air 
power in the region, both from land bases and from aircraft 
carriers. People familiar with the exercises say they informed 
strategic thinking about potential conflict with China. A 
formal game plan, called AirSea Battle, now is in the works to 
develop better ways to fight in the Pacific and to counter 
China's new weapons, Pentagon officials say. 

The Navy is developing new weapons for its aircraft 
carriers and new aircraft to fly off them. On the new Ford 
carrier, the catapult that launches jets off the deck will be 
electromagnetic, not steam-powered, allowing for quicker 
takeoffs. 

The carrier-capable drones under development, which 
will allow U.S. carriers to be effective when farther offshore, 
are considered a breakthrough. Rear Adm. William Shannon, 
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who heads the Navy's office for unmanned aircraft and strike 
weapons, compared the drone's debut flight last year to a 
pioneering flight by Eugene Ely, who made the first successful 
landing on a naval vessel in 1911. "I look at this 
demonstration flight…as ushering us into the second 100 
years of naval aviation," he said. 

The Air Force wants a longer-range bomber for use over 
the Pacific. Navy and Air Force fighter jets have relatively 
short ranges. Without midair refueling, today's carrier planes 
have an effective range of about 575 miles. 

China's subs, fighter planes and guided missiles will 
likely force carriers to stay farther than that from its coast, 
U.S. military strategists say. 

"The ability to operate from long distances will be 
fundamental to our future strategy in the Pacific," says 
Andrew Hoehn, a vice president at Rand. "You have to have a 
long-range bomber. In terms of Air Force priorities, I cannot 
think of a larger one." 

The U.S. also is considering new land bases to disperse its 
forces throughout the region. President Barack Obama 
recently announced the U.S. would use new bases in Australia, 
including a major port in Darwin. Many of the bases aren't 
expected to have a permanent American presence, but in the 
event of a conflict, the U.S. would be able to base aircraft 
there. 

In light of China's military advances and shrinking U.S. 
defense budgets, some U.S. military officers have begun 
wondering whether the time has come to rethink the nation's 
strategic reliance on aircraft carriers like the USS Ford. A 
successful attack on a carrier could jeopardize the lives of as 
many as 5,000 sailors—more than all the troops killed in 
action in Iraq. 

"The Gerald R. Ford is just the first of her class," wrote 
Navy Captain Henry Hendrix and retired Marine Corps Lt. 
Col. Noel Williams in an article in the naval journal 
Proceedings last year. "She should also be the last." 
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9. China Plans Military Base In Northern Pakistan, Says Report 
(INDIA TODAY 04 JAN 12) ... Saurabh Shukla 

NEW DELHI - A secret report prepared by the 
government's joint intelligence committee has confirmed 
India's worst fears - China is planning a military base in 
Pakistan. 

The report, based on inputs from the Research and 
Analysis Wing, is meant for the PM, members of the cabinet 
committee on security and the national security adviser. 

The report says China is keen to build military bases in 
FATA or the Northern areas while Pakistan wants to 
counterbalance Indian naval forces by having a naval base in 
Gwadar. But it does not spell out the exact location of these 
bases. 

"China's deepening strategic penetration of Pakistan and 
joint plans to set up oil pipelines/ rail/ roads and naval and 
military bases are a matter of concern," the report says. 

It notes that the issue was discussed during the visits of 
Pakistani President Asif Ali Zardari to China and during a 

visit late last year of the ISI chief, Shuja Pasha, to Beijing. The 
Chinese Vice- Premier and public security minister 
reciprocated the visits. 

"China's desire for a military presence in Pakistan has 
been discussed by the political and military leadership of that 
country in recent months," the report says. 

China appears more concerned about Pakistani tribal 
areas harbouring radicals. 

According to the assessment, Chinese presence in these 
areas might enable the People's Liberation Army to counter 
the Muslim separatists operating from such areas for terrorist 
activities in Xinjiang. 

What has rung alarm bells in the South Block is that it 
may not be politically feasible for Pakistan to openly allow 
China to set up military bases on its soil. But it might allow 
China to use its military facilities without any public 
announcement. 
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10. Beijing Protests To Japan Over Diaoyus Visit 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 03 JAN 12) 

The government in Beijing said on Tuesday it has lodged 
an official protest after a group of Japanese citizens, including 
municipal politicians, landed on disputed islands in the East 
China Sea. 

The group sailed to the uninhabited islands, known as 
Senkaku in Japan and Diaoyu in China, aboard a fishing boat 
and stayed there for more than two hours on Tuesday, 
according to the Japan Coast Guard. 

China’s foreign ministry spokesman Hong Lei said 
Beijing had “raised its solemn representations and protest” 
with Tokyo and reiterated its “indisputable sovereignty” over 
the chain of islands. 

“China’s determination to safeguard its sovereignty of the 
Diaoyu islands is unswerving,” Hong said in a statement. 

The foreign ministry also confirmed it had summoned a 
“diplomatic envoy” from the Japanese embassy in Beijing, 
without specifying who. 

The visit comes as Japan and China commemorate the 
40th anniversary of normalisation of diplomatic ties this year 
and attempt to improve their sour relationship. 

The tiny islands, which are believed to be surrounded by 
oil and gas reserves, have been a source of friction between 
the Asian neighbours for decades. 

When Japanese Prime Minister Yoshihiko Noda visited 
Beijing late last month, he agreed to set up a high-level 
meeting on maritime affairs in an effort to reduce tensions. 

Return to Index 
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11. Japan's JSF Buy Balances Economics, Industry 
(AVIATION WEEK 03 JAN 12) ... Bradley Perrett, Amy Butler 

BEIJING, WASHINGTON - As a Japanese weapon, the 
Mitsubishi Heavy Industries F-2 fighter was built in Japan—
and only for Japan. In 2011 the government, taking delivery of 
the last of 94 F-2s, looked at how much it would cost to build 
more. The answer: ¥15 billion ($193 million) apiece, more 
than the marginal price that any country has paid for any 
fighter from a mature production line. 

Meanwhile, Japan’s budget deficit in 2011 was about 9% 
of gross domestic product; government debt is near 230% of 
annual GDP, far higher than that of any European country. 
Across the East China Sea, the economy of simmeringly 
unfriendly and increasingly assertive China has grown at 
about 10% a year for more than three decades and can 
probably count on 6-7% annually for years to come, with 
military spending growing at least in proportion. Over the past 
two decades, the Japanese economy, now overtaken by 
China’s, has grown at an anemic 0.8% a year. 

Something had to give, and something did. From now on, 
“Made in Japan” will be stamped on fighter parts, which 
potentially will be built in large and economical volumes, but 
not on whole fighters. 

Tokyo’s decision to order the Lockheed Martin F-35 Joint 
Strike Fighter, declared on Dec. 20, was followed swiftly by 
an announcement that the country’s 35-year-old ban on arms 
exports would be loosened to allow cooperative development 
and production with the U.S., European countries and, 
presumably, democratic allies such as Australia. 

The change is not limited to combat aircraft, and may 
gradually have far-reaching effects on the Western arms 
industry. Freed to cooperate, the Japanese defense ministry 
must see strong incentives in, for example, building tens or 
hundreds of sets of parts a year for a U.S. helicopter, instead 
of building the same helicopter complete at a rate of one a 
year—as it is doing with the AH-64D Apache. 

Announcing the new arms-export rules, Chief Cabinet 
Secretary Osamu Fujimura says the government loosened the 
policy because of “changes to the environment surrounding 
international defense equipment.” It is not clear what those 
changes are, except perhaps the relentless rise in development 
costs. Changes to Japan’s strategic environment, on the other 
hand, are perfectly clear. 

Japan’s future as an increasingly normal member of the 
Western arms club will probably begin with the F-35, the 
choice of which was evidently the catalyst for the policy 
change. It is uncertain, however, exactly which parts of the 
aircraft, including export parts, will be built by hitherto 
domestically focused manufacturers such as Mitsubishi Heavy 
Industries and Mitsubishi Electric. Keen to preserve skills, 
Japan is unlikely to entirely drop the habit of setting up tooling 
and training workers to build at least some parts at tiny 
production rates for its own use alone. 

And since defense officials and industry managers will 
also want to keep hard-won integration skills, each proposal to 
cooperate will surely encounter objections. On the other hand, 
the need for Japanese industry to specialize has been a key 
concern in reviews of the export ban. In commercial aircraft 
manufacturing, for example, the three main Japanese airframe 
companies specialize in building wings and center fuselages. 

Japan will buy 42 F-35s to replace its last two squadrons 
of F-4 Phantoms, having rejected competing offers by the 
Eurofighter consortium to supply the Typhoon and by Boeing 
to sell the F/A-18E/F Super Hornet. The rejected fighters 
could have been built in Japan, like the F-86s, F-104s, F-4s 
and F-15s that Japan built from the 1950s to the 1990s, when 
it took the logical but, in retrospect, apparently dead-end step 
of domestically developing the F-2 with U.S. help. Japan 
knew it could not fully build the F-35, if only because the U.S. 
government was not expected to allow full technology 
transfer. 

The defense ministry says it gave each contender a score 
in four areas. A maximum of 50 points was available for 
aircraft performance, 22.5 for cost, 22.5 for domestic 
industrial participation and 5 for after-sales support. The F-35 
scored first in performance, after-sales support and even cost, 
which seems surprising for an aircraft that is still in 
development and for the next few years will be available only 
at low and costly production rates that Japan is all too familiar 
with. 

The ministry says the F-35A was the cheapest because the 
Typhoon and Super Hornet would have needed modification 
for flying-boom inflight refueling. This extraordinary 
argument assumes either that Japan must use flying booms, 
not the probe-and-drogue system generally preferred for 
fighters, or that probe-and-drogue equipment could not be 
cheaply added to the country’s four boom-equipped KC-767 
tankers, as it has to so many tankers elsewhere. The 
assessment of the F-35 as the cheapest option must have suited 
the ministry’s need to sell the decision to generally pacifist 
voters who are worried about the budget deficit. 

The ministry does not explain why the F-35 led in the 
assessment of performance, except that the result was based 
on operations research. The stealth fighter appears to have 
lagged on domestic industrial participation—as expected, 
because of limits on technology transfer. Eurofighter agreed to 
95% “information sharing” and Boeing to 70-80%, says the 
Sankei newspaper, without explanation. The information-
sharing offer for the F-35 was extremely low by comparison, 
the paper says. 

Eurofighter officials had previously said that Japan could 
build as much of the Typhoon as it wanted. The European 
consortium’s offer particularly appealed to some members of 
parliament, according to a newspaper from the Nagoya area, 
where Mitsubishi Heavy Industries has its aerospace center. 
Several of them argued in a meeting of parliament’s defense 
committee that Japan should choose the Typhoon for the F-X 
requirement, to replace Phantoms, and then switch to the F-35. 

The ministry makes no mention of assigning a value to 
the risk of buying each aircraft; but its counterparts in other 
countries often do, especially when considering an order for 
weapons that are still under development. After repeated 
delays, the F-35 is now due to achieve initial operational 
capability with the U.S. Air Force in 2018, with its F-35A 
version. The effectiveness of Japan’s Phantoms against 
modern Chinese fighters is increasingly doubtful. As recently 
as last year, one of the two Phantom squadrons was supposed 
to leave service in 2014 and the other in 2015. 
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Japan’s F-35s will be part of low-rate initial production 
batch 8 (LRIP 8). Israel is also getting its first aircraft from 
this lot. The LRIP 8 aircraft will have Block 3 software, which 
will be the version required by the U.S. Air Force to declare 
initial operational capability. 

The first four F-35As for Japan are to be ordered in the 
fiscal year that begins on April 1, 2012, for delivery in 2016. 
The ministry expects them to cost ¥9.9 billion each, not 
including the cost of operating them. That leaves a lot of room 
for savings when compared with the ¥15 billion unit cost that 
Defense Minister Yasuo Ichikawa cited in November for 
further production of the F-2. 

The ministry expects that Japan will spend ¥1.6 trillion in 
buying all 42 F-35As and operating them for 20 years. The 
life-cycle cost for the F-2 fleet is estimated at ¥3.4 trillion for 
94 aircraft over 45 years. 

If Japan were to buy F-35s straight from the Lockheed 
Martin production line, it could expect the price to fall 
progressively, but local manufacturing will surely drive up 
costs. Lockheed Martin offered a final assembly and checkout 
facility as part of the deal. More important for preserving 
Japan’s fighter industrial base will be the chance to make 
major assemblies, which Lockheed Martin says could include 
wings and center fuselages. Japanese media say the U.S. 
government suggested that Japan build wings and tails. For 
other countries, Lockheed Martin builds the wing, Northrop 
Grumman the center fuselage and BAE Systems the aft 
fuselage and tail. Japanese industry will be able to make 40% 
of the aircraft’s “300 components,” according to a Sankei 
report, which does not say how the parts have been counted. 

Steve O’Bryan, vice president of F-35 business 
development, declined to outline any unique modifications 
that -Tokyo requested, but he hints at the sort of 
manufacturing technology that will be used. “If they wanted to 
purchase more fourth-generation technology of aluminum and 
other older technologies, they already had that in the F-15 
line,” he says. “With the F-35 they get composite work, 
automated milling and advanced machining [and] they also get 
advanced avionics.” 

Until 2010, a development of the Boeing F-15 was a 
candidate for F-X, offering the advantage of using the plant 
with which Japan built F-15Js. 

Despite concern from Pentagon testers that the F-35 
program will not be able to deliver aircraft in 2016 owing to 

an expectation of further developmental problems arising in 
flight testing (flight tests are only 18% complete), a senior 
Lockheed executive says that the date “is not something we 
are very concerned about” achieving. U.S. Air Force and Navy 
testers expressed skepticism over several developmental 
problems in October, followed quickly by a wrap-up of issues 
in a Quick Look Report sent privately to new acting Pentagon 
procurement chief Frank Kendall and later obtained by the 
press. 

Lockheed Martin can accommodate additional sales in 
LRIP 8 to South Korea should the country follow Tokyo’s 
lead and select the F-35 for its requirement of 60 aircraft, says 
O’Bryan. “There is capacity available,” he told reporters. “We 
have tooling available” for more jets in that lot. 

With Israel, Japan and possibly South Korea signing on 
for LRIP 8 buys, it is possible the Pentagon could further slow 
its early LRIP to minimize the challenge known as 
concurrency—buying aircraft before they are fully developed. 

Both losing contestants remain in other competitions 
around the globe. The F-35 win, though not a surprise, is more 
of an upset to Boeing, which has tried to persuade foreign 
customers to continue investing in older aircraft on the 
promise of lower procurement and sustainment costs. A win in 
Japan would have bolstered the company’s argument that the 
Super Hornet is better value for money as nations struggle 
with the global economic crisis. Boeing issued a statement 
saying it “respects” Japan’s decision. 

Boeing has orders to continue its F/A-18E/F work in St. 
Louis until 2015, to supply the U.S. Navy and Australia, 
which will decide this year whether it needs more Super 
Hornets. The Super Hornet is also vying against the Dassault 
Rafale and Saab Gripen in Brazil’s long-running competition 
for 36 fighters. Paul Lewis, a Boeing spokesman, notes that 
the Super Hornet is also a potential for forthcoming contests in 
Malaysia, Denmark the United Arab Emirates and “other 
Middle Eastern nations.” 

Typhoon remains alive in India’s competition to build 126 
Medium Multi-Role Combat Aircraft. BAE announced this 
fall it was cutting the annual production rate of Typhoons to 
43 from 53; the company and its partners in Eurofighter have a 
backlog of more than 260 aircraft, with more than 280 
delivered. 
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12. EU Proposes to Expand Anti-Piracy Operation 
Pirates Threaten to Kill European Hostages if Prospective Plans go Ahead 
(SOMALIA REPORT 03 JAN 12) 

Officials in Somalia’s semi-autonomous region of 
Puntland have welcomed EU plans to expand their anti-piracy 
operation to include the coast of Somalia. German Foreign 
Ministry spokesman, Andreas Paschke, has said that there are 
EU plans to destroy pirate infrastructure or bases on the coast. 
He was quick to assure that the proposed plans did not include 
deploying any troops onto Somalian soil. He added that a 
proposal will be submitted to the EU this month. 

“We welcome this plan. I hope it will help destroy pirate 
operations off our coast,” said Puntland’s Interior Minister, 
Gen. Abdulaahi Ahmed Jama (known as Ilkajiir). 

“This is what we have needed for years. We have always 
said that the best solution to fight pirates is to launch an 
assault on the beaches. Now, if the EU is planning to fight 
pirates on the beaches, and we are accelerating the fight on 
land, serious gains will be made,” Gen Ilka jiir added. 

Last month, Puntland officials detained dozens of pirates 
during their own anti-piracy operations in the region. 

Garacad area in the Mudug region is a significant pirate 
base. Approximately 200 pirates operate out of Garacad, 
Dhinooda and Buq. Puntland officials in Garacad area told 
Somalia Report that they welcome the suggestion, but 
requested notice before any such operation were launched. 
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“Pirates are a major scourge on the world economy, and 
we welcome any steps taken by the international community 
to fight the pirates and destroy their power bases,” said 
Abdikarim Kaytoun, Chairman of Jariban District (which 
governs Garacad). 

“We need to be informed before any such operation is 
underway, because we would need to inform residents, local 
fishermen and elders. Actions like these can be 
misunderstood, and we would want to ensure that locals 
understood that the operation was launched with the sole aim 
of fighting pirates," said Abdkiram Kayton. 

Although Puntland officials told Somalia Report that the 
local fishermen would be understanding, many of them who 
spoke to Somalia Report were less positive about the EU 
proposal. 

Mahad Yare, a local fisherman in Bari offered his opinion 
to Somalia Report. 

"While I do welcome the operation, they need to be 
careful that they do not disrupt the local fishing trade. We 
depend on being able to go out and fish, and then sell them. 
That said, pirates have disrupted our lives already, which is 
why we support the plan." 

However, Mahad's view is not shared by all local 
fisherman. Somalia Report also spoke with Cali Warabe, a 
fisherman in Mudug. 

“I am completely against the plan. This will damage our 
lives even more. Pirates are responsible for the deaths of huge 
numbers of fisherman, they have stolen our boats, and they 
have destroyed our equipment. International navies prevent us 
from fishing freely, and they have even detained my innocent 
friends, accusing them of piracy. Now we live in fear of both 
pirates and foreign navies. If the EU expands its anti-piracy 
operation to Somalia's beaches, we wont be able to go out and 

fish freely. First we were prevented from fishing far off the 
coast, and now we will be unable to fish near our beaches. The 
only way we will support the move is if Puntland officials can 
guarantee that our jobs will be safe." 

Pirates have naturally been critical of the EU proposal. 
Somalia Report spoke with pirates based in Mudug, Nugal and 
Bari. 

“We heard this in the media and we think its ridiculous,” 
Faysal, a pirate in Garacad told Somalia Report. 

“We don’t think that international navies can arrive on 
Somalia's beaches. We are powerful enough on land and on 
the beaches to fight them off,” said Tur, a pirate based in 
Harardhere. 

“While pirate gangs have experienced some infighting 
and conflict over the division of ransoms, we will all unite and 
fight against the EU if they try to come on land,” Tuur added. 

Another pirate in Bari region sent an even stronger 
warning. 

“International navies have been operating off the coast for 
a long time, and still we are hijacking vessels. Even if they 
come onto our beaches, we will continue to hijack vessels. If 
they try to strike cities near the beach, we will kill hostages 
one by one. Every European hostage will be in danger, so EU 
ministers should think very carefully about this," Faysal, a 
pirate in Bari told Somalia Report. 

While this EU plan has by no means been decided upon, 
and EU officials have been firm in establishing that they are 
unwilling to launch any operations in Somali cities, the pirate 
response is concerning. 

Puntland president, Abdurahman Farole recently stated at 
an anti-piracy meeting in London that the solution to piracy is 
to bolster the fight onland, “Pirates are from the land, and not 
from the sea, and so the best solution is to fight them on land.” 
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13. Tamil Nadu Fishermen Rescued By Sri Lanka Navy Awaiting Repatriation 
(COLOMBO PAGE (SRI LANKA) 03 JAN 12) 

JAFFNA - The 35 Tamil Nadu fishermen who were 
distressed in rough seas and rescued by the Sri Lanka Navy 
are awaiting repatriation in Jaffna. 

The fishermen are presently in Jaffna in an 
accommodation leased for this purpose by the Indian 
Consulate in Jaffna, which has also arranged food, clothing, 
medical attention and other basic amenities for them. 

Their departure to Tamil Nadu has been delayed due to 
rough seas following the recent cyclonic conditions in the 
northern seas. 

The Sri Lankan Navy rescued 29 Indian fishermen whose 
fishing trawlers either run aground or damaged due to the 
cyclonic weather conditions prevailed in the Palk Straits and 

the Gulf of Mannar last week. Another six fishermen were 
rescued on December 31. 

An Indian official said the most of the formalities have 
been completed and authorities are waiting for clearance to 
send the fishermen home. 

The Navy is searching for three Indian fishing boats that 
are still missing with 15 fishermen onboard. 

Responding to request made by the Indian High 
Commission in Colombo the Navy has launched an extensive 
search to rescue 05 missing Indian fishing boats and 21 
fishermen who had left from Mallipatinam in Tamil Nadu. As 
of now, two boats have been rescued along with 6 fishermen 
onboard. 
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14. BAE Sells 3 Offshore Patrol Vessels to Brazilian Navy 
(DEFENSE NEWS 02 JAN 12) ... Andrew Chuter 

BAE Systems has sold three already built offshore patrol 
vessels (OPV) to Brazil as the first part of a deal that also 
involves a manufacturing license for at least five more 
warships built locally. 

The vessels were originally built for the Trinidad & 
Tobago government, but that deal was terminated in 2010 
when the Caribbean nation refused to take possession of the 

OPVs due to late delivery. The two sides are currently in 
arbitration. 

The three vessels will cost the Brazilian Navy 120 million 
pounds ($186 million U.S.) with a further 13 million pounds 
being allocated for training and support by BAE. 
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The first two 90-meter vessels are scheduled to be 
reactivated and handed over in June and December of this 
year, with the final warship being delivered in 2013. 

The deal also has BAE handing over a manufacturing 
license to the Brazilian Navy for the local construction of at 
least five more OPVs. 

A BAE spokeswoman said the local shipyard will be 
nominated by the Brazilian Navy. 

The warships weigh 2,200 tons fully loaded, are armed 
with 30mm and 25mm cannons, and have a helicopter flight 
deck. 

The OPVs are part of a major program, known as 
Prosuper, aimed at expanding Brazilian naval capabilities. 
Competitions to supply frigates and a logistics ship are 
ongoing. 

A British offer to sell redundant Royal Navy Type 22 
frigates as a short-term measure was rejected by Brazil last 
year. 

A submarine fleet is already being built with French 
assistance. 
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PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
15. Military Pay Raise Takes Effect 
(GOVERNMENT EXECUTIVE 03 JAN 12) ... Kellie Lunney 

Legislation funding the Defense Department in 2012 
contains a pay raise for service members and a premium hike 
for some enrollees in the military's health care program. 

The 2012 National Defense Authorization Act, which 
President Obama signed into law on Dec. 31, 2011, includes a 
1.6 percent pay bump for service members, effective Jan. 1. 
Obama recommended that figure in his fiscal 2012 budget 
proposal. Civilian federal employees still are subject to a two-
year pay freeze that began in January 2011. 

Defense Secretary Leon Panetta plans to unveil this week 
a strategy to downsize the Pentagon's budget over the next 
decade, and reductions in military salaries, retirement and 
health benefits could be included in the proposal. According to 
a report in The New York Times, Defense spends nearly one-
third of its base budget on personnel costs: $107 billion for 
salaries and allowances, $50 billion for health care, and $24 
billion in retirement benefits. The nonpartisan Congressional 
Budget Office estimates that the 1.6 percent pay raise will cost 
$1.2 billion this year. 

The 2012 Defense authorization act also includes changes 
in TRICARE fees for some enrollees. The law raises the 
TRICARE Prime enrollment fees for military retirees and 
includes an indexed increase tied to the cost-of-living 
adjustment beginning in fiscal 2013. The higher fees amount 
to a $30 annual increase for those with individual plans (from 

$230 to $260) and a $60 hike (from $460 to $520) for those 
enrolled in family plans. 

Enrollees who were in the program before Oct. 1, 2011, 
will begin paying the higher fees in October 2012, which is 
the beginning of fiscal 2013; new TRICARE Prime enrollees 
must pay the higher rates immediately. An earlier provision in 
the bill to prohibit the existing fee increases for one year was 
stripped from the final measure. Such provisions typically are 
included in the annual Defense authorization bills. 

Active-duty service members, also covered under 
TRICARE, do not pay any out-of-pocket costs. 

Defense had proposed a 13 percent increase in 2012, 
indexed thereafter to slightly more than 6 percent. CBO, 
however, estimates that over the next decade the annual 
indexed increase will amount to about 2 percent. 

Participant fees under TRICARE were set in 1995 and 
until this year have remained at $460 per year for the basic 
family plan. The cost for comparable coverage for federal 
workers is between $5,000 and $6,000 annually. 

The Obama administration proposed the TRICARE fee 
hike and in a White House statement, the president 
specifically mentioned those initiatives contained in the law 
that "control the spiraling health care costs of the Department 
of Defense. 
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16. Budget Cuts Could Slash $1B From Vets Health Care 
Lawmakers May Reverse On Promises Not To Cut VA 
(NAVY TIMES 09 JAN 12) ... Rick Maze 

As veterans groups face the possible automatic, across-
the-board cuts in federal spending that could begin in 2013, 
fear of the unknown is strong. 

The Budget Control Act of 2011 is “imprecise,” says a 
House staff member who has been trying to advise lawmakers 
on how the Veterans Affairs Department would fare if $1.2 
trillion in automatic budget cuts are ordered Jan. 2, 2013. 

Veterans disability, survivor, education and training 
benefits, and low-income pensions are exempt from the 
automatic cuts, a process known as sequestration. But it is 
unclear whether veterans health care funds are protected. 

A 2 percent cut in veterans health care funding appears 
possible under some readings of the law — and its references 

back to the 1985 Balanced Budget and Emergency Deficit 
Control Act, more commonly known as the Gramm-Rudman 
Act. 

“We have not heard any specifics, only vague references 
that earlier pledges not to cut VA health care or benefits may 
not be honored by Congress,” said David Autry of Disabled 
American Veterans. “That is worrisome.” 

With a health care budget of about $51 billion to serve 6.2 
million patients, a sequester could result in a $1 billion cut at a 
time when the population of Iraq and Afghanistan combat 
veterans seeking treatment for the physical and mental wounds 
of war is on the rise. 



 16

Some patients, particularly veterans who do not have 
service connected disabilities, could be turned away, say 
representatives of veterans groups who have studied the 
potential impact. 

Fear of devastating cuts from sequestration is partly why 
leaders of the House and Senate Veterans’ Affairs committees 
were willing in October to propose cuts in veterans benefits. 

A joint letter signed by Sens. Patty Murray, D-Wash., and 
Richard Burr, R-N.C., and Reps. Jeff Miller, R-Fla., and Bob 
Filner, D-Calif., the leaders of the committees, acknowledged 
that a “plausible legal interpretation” of the budget law puts 
veterans medical funds at risk for cuts. 

“We would rather make the difficult decisions now so that 
we may never reach that possibility down the road,” the four 
lawmakers said in a letter to the Joint Select Committee on 
Deficit Reduction that tried but failed to come up with an 
overall $1.2 trillion deficit reduction package that would have 
avoided sequestration. 

The four were so concerned about harm to the VA health 
care budget that they were willing to take some controversial 
actions, including capping annual increases in GI Bill benefits 
at a level below increases in tuition. 

Miller, the House Veterans’ Affairs Committee chairman, 
said any automatic cuts “would have a negative impact on 
VA’s health care system and its ability to properly care for our 
veterans.” 

He expressed frustration that the White House and VA 
have not clarified the situation. “I have raised this concern 

numerous times in the past few months, but I am still waiting 
to hear,” he said. “It is now incumbent on the administration to 
clarify this issue immediately for veterans once and for all.” 

Ryan Gallucci of Veterans of Foreign Wars said there is 
still time to fight to protect veterans programs. “Since no one 
seems to know for sure, we have a year to make our case to 
preserve our earned veterans benefits,” said Gallucci, VFW’s 
deputy national legislative director. 

“It’s important for our members to call and write 
Congress to explain why these programs are important and 
why our veterans need them to remain intact.” 

In a Nov. 22 statement to its members, the VFW warns 
that sequestration could lead to increases in co-payments for 
medical visits and prescription drugs for veterans, and an 
increase in the enrollment fee for veterans who sign up for VA 
treatment but do not have service-connected health issues. 

Signed by Robert Wallace, executive director of VFW’s 
Washington office, the statement encourages members to 
contact lawmakers to press for a full VA exemption to 
sequestration. 

“Over the next year, many in Congress as well as 
thousands of registered lobbyists will be working hard to 
protect their special interests and programs,” the VFW 
statement says. 

“We must all work hard to protect the Department of 
Veterans Affairs health, benefits and cemetery 
administrations, as well as all military quality of life programs 
for the troops, their families and military retirees.” 

Return to Index 
 

17. Anderson Sailor Killed In Afghanistan Bomb Blast 
(REDDING (CA) RECORD SEARCHLIGHT 03 JAN 12) 

A 24-year-old Navy petty officer from Anderson has died 
in a bomb explosion in Afghanistan. 

Chad R. Regelin was killed Monday, just an hour after 
he’d spoken to his family by telephone. His parents, Shirene 
and Scott Regelin of Anderson, were notified of his death 
shortly after 2 p.m. 

“He called us while he was on watch,” Regelin’s 31-year-
old brother, Justin, said today. “He was really upbeat because 
he had just gotten his orders to come back stateside on Feb. 
15. He told us that he had about a week to go (in Kandahar) 
before they could helicopter in the replacement team.” 

After speaking to his family, Chad Regelin and his squad 
were sifting through a crater and debris from a recent 
explosion when the second roadside blast occurred, said his 
brother, who also lives in Anderson. 

“He suffered some broken bones, but they believe he died 
from head injuries. They were able to airlift him out of there 

and he was conscious for about a half-hour before he died in a 
military hospital,” Justin Regelin said. 

His body is expected to arrive home in the next five days. 
Arrangements are pending for a memorial service and burial at 
the Northern California Veterans Cemetery in Igo. 

“Yesterday was pretty tough for the family,” Justin 
Regelin said today. “I’ve been through a time of sadness. It’s 
tough to lose your littlest brother. But he said he was at peace 
with what he was doing. That is what he loved to do.” 

USO Sailor of the Year for 2011, Chad Regelin was an 
explosive ordnance disposal technician with Mobile Unit 
Three in southern Afghanistan. He was on his second tour of 
duty there when he died. 

A 2005 graduate of Anderson Union High School, he 
enlisted in the Navy in 2006. While in high school, he helped 
launch the school’s Surf Club and was named outstanding 
senior for the Anderson Cubs varsity football squad. 
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18. Navy Man Charged With Manufacturing, Possession Of Explosive Device In James City County 
(WTKR CBS NORFOLK 03 JAN 12) 

On Saturday, police responded to a call about a domestic 
assault at 845 Vail Ridge in the Seasons Trace subdivision in 
James City County and an investigation revealed the possible 
presence of a military hand grenade. 

The James City County Fire Marshal’s Office obtained a 
felony warrant for Joseph Robert Yengel, a 36-year-old male 
who is on active duty in the U.S. Navy. 

He has been charged with manufacturing and possession 
of an explosive device. 

With the assistance of Navy EOD, the James City County 
Fire Marshal’s Office discovered bomb making material and 
one partially completed Improvised Explosive Device (IED). 

All hazardous materials and devices were removed from 
the residence by EOD personnel. Two adjoining residences 
were evacuated by JCCPD before removal of the materials. 
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The bomb making material consisted of smokeless gun 
powder, military heat tablets, and multiple pieces of 
approximately 6-inch long by ½ inch in diameter iron pipe 
with end caps and copper wire. 

The partially completed IED consisted of an approximate 
6 inch long by ½ inch in diameter iron pipe with end caps. A 
timing device and wiring was connected to the partially 

completed IED. There was no explosive filler in the partially 
completed IED. 

The partially completed IED also lacked a power source. 
The addition of a battery and explosive filler, both of which 
were recovered, would have completed the IED. 

Yengel is currently being held at VPRJ. 
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19. Two Navy Pilots Among Slaying Victims 
Sister of one of the men was also found dead in Coronado, but little information has been released about the 
fourth victim. 
(LOS ANGELES TIMES 04 JAN 12) ... Tony Perry 

SAN DIEGO -- Homicide investigators Tuesday 
continued to piece together evidence from interviews and 
forensic tests in an attempt to determine what led to the 
shooting deaths of four people in Coronado on New Year's 
Day. 

The victims were two Navy pilots, the sister of one of the 
pilots, and an unidentified man from Chula Vista. 

The bodies were found early Sunday in an apartment not 
far from the famed Hotel del Coronado. One body -- of one of 
the men -- was found in the doorway, and the three others 
were discovered inside the apartment, authorities said. 

No official announcement has been made about identities, 
but family members and others have identified three of the 
dead as Navy pilots David Reis, 25, and Bob Reeves, 25, and 
Reis' sister, Karen, 24. 

Reis and Reeves were assigned to an F/A-18 Hornet 
squadron at Miramar Marine Corps Air Station in San Diego, 

authorities said. Karen Reis, a graduate of UC San Diego, was 
working at a local grocery store and as a volleyball coach. 

Lt. Larry Nesbit of the San Diego County Sheriff's 
Department said there are no suspects considered at large but 
declined to label the killings as murder-suicide. 

The department appealed for help from the public, 
apparently to determine the relationship between the Chula 
Vista man and the other three. 

The shootings occurred about 2:30 a.m. Sunday. 
Neighbors called the Coronado Police Department, which 
responded within four minutes. The Sheriff's Department 
SWAT squad was also called. 

After authorities found the body in the doorway, a robotic 
device was used to search the apartment, where the other three 
were found, Nesbit said. 

The case is also being investigated by the Naval Criminal 
Investigative Service. 
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FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
20. Navy Chalks Up Big Win For Fire Scout Program 
(AOL DEFENSE 03 JAN 11) ... Carlo Munoz 

WASHINGTON - The Navy chalked up a big financial 
win for the MQ-8 Fire Scout program last month, setting the 
stage for a multimillion-dollar deal to buy a slew of new 
unmanned aircraft in the coming years. 

Congressional appropriators set aside $191 million for the 
Navy to buy 12 new, long-range variants of the helicopter-like 
drone. The money was included in the defense portion of the 
$1 trillion omnibus spending legislation passed by the Hill in 
December. President Obama signed the bill, which will keep 
the Pentagon and other government agencies running for the 
rest of fiscal 2012, into law later that month. The Navy and 
Fire Scout prime contractor Northrop Grumman are 
hammering out the details on a deal to build the new C model 
Fire Scouts, according to a company official. That deal could 
be locked in as soon as March, the official added. 

The new Fire Scouts will be 85 percent common with the 
legacy B models already in the Navy's fleet, the official said. 
But the C models will be able to fly further and carry more 
advanced sensor payloads than the current aircraft. Those are 
the only upgrades program officials plan on building into the 
new Fire Scouts. For now. 

Northrop engineers could also arm the new Fire Scouts 
with BAE Systems' Advanced Precision Kill Weapon system. 
The system is essentially a Hydra 70 rocket tied to a laser 

seeker that can take out targets on land and, now, at sea. Plans 
are already in place to outfit the B models with the weapon 
system. The new MQ-8C would likely be able to carry the 
same rocket since the B and C models sport the same weapon 
control system, according to the official. 

Other future capabilities include tying Fire Scouts to other 
manned aircraft in the Navy fleet. Program officials have 
already flown joint operations with the Navy's new MH-60R 
Sea Hawk combat helicopter. Program engineers are also 
looking at developing a handheld, Remotely Operated Video 
Enhanced Receiver -- known as ROVER --to let aircrews view 
live video feeds collected by Fire Scout drones. Ground forces 
already use ROVERs to view feeds from Air Force Predator 
and Army Sky Warrior drones. The Army was working on a 
ROVER system for Fire Scout before service leaders canceled 
its portion of the program in 2010. That said, the Navy has not 
expressed any interest in adding these capabilities to the new 
C models, according to the official. 

That deal comes as the Navy tries to move past the MQ-
8s checkered testing history that had some inside the Pentagon 
questioning the aircraft's ability. Last June, the director of the 
Defense Operational Test and Evaluation office lambasted the 
drone's performance during sea trials. Reports stated all of the 
drone's flights during training took off late and more than half 



 18

of those missions and flights during its operations from a 
Navy warship were incomplete, largely due to problems with 
the communications link used to control the air vehicle and to 
relay its full-motion video. At the time, Northrop officials 

attributed the failures to faulty communication systems aboard 
the ship where the tests were staged. Those problems were not 
a result of systemic flaws in the Fire Scout or its control 
systems, officials said. 
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21. Navy Testing Long-Range Drone That Tracks Suspicious Vessels 
(STARS AND STRIPES 04 JAN 12) ... Seth Robson 

YOKOTA AIR BASE, Japan – The Navy is testing a 
long-range drone that hovers 70,000 feet above aircraft 
carriers and allows fleet commanders to track suspicious 
vessels across vast expanses of sea. 

A prototype of the as-yet-unnamed drone, referred to as 
the Broad Area Maritime Surveillance (BAMS) system, is in 
action with the Navy’s 5th Fleet and, according to one naval 
expert, could help keep tabs on any Iranian threats to shipping 
in the Persian Gulf. 

Iran’s army chief, Gen. Ataollah Salehi, on Tuesday 
warned American aircraft carriers not to return to the Gulf – 
the latest in a series of provocations responding to new 
sanctions imposed by the U.S. over Iran’s efforts to acquire 
nuclear weapons. 

Navy officials won’t talk specifics about the missions the 
unmanned maritime aircraft is taking part in around the 
region, saying only that the drone flies a 24-hour long mission 
every three days and is providing more than half of 5th Fleet’s 
aerial intelligence, surveillance and reconnaissance 
information. 

But the Navy could use the BAMS Demonstrator – an 
RQ-4 Global Hawk equipped with modified Air Force radar, a 
high resolution camera and infra-red sensors – to track 
hundreds of suspicious vessels in the Gulf, according to Jan 
Van Tol, a retired U.S. Navy captain who is a senior fellow at 
the Center for Strategic and Budgetary Assessments in 
Washington, D.C. 

“This is obviously an important mission, especially in 
view of current tensions,” he said. 

Potential Iranian threats include submarines, torpedoes, 
missiles, mines and small boats that might be packed with 
explosives to attempt swarming attacks on U.S. ships. The 
BAMS and other intelligence, surveillance and reconnaissance 
assets would have plenty of time to spot suspicious vessels 
because the entrance to the Persian Gulf is about 20 miles 
wide at its narrowest point, Van Tol said. 

The first BAMS aircraft off the production line will make 
a maiden flight in June, with a target date on entering the 
service in 2015, according to its manufacturer, Northrop 
Grumman. 

The drone, in combination with new manned P-8A 
Poseidon jets, will replace the Navy’s aging fleet of 250 P-3 
Orion surveillance aircraft, representing a sea change in the 
service, according to Capt. James Hoke, program manager for 
the Navy’s Persistent Maritime Unmanned Aircraft Systems 
Program Office in Patuxent River, Md. 

“It’s the first time we are really going forward with… 
unmanned replacement for a manned aircraft,” Hoke said. 

The P-3, which began service in the 1960s, is one of only 
a few aircraft that have been operated by the U.S. military for 
more than 50 years. 

The Navy will purchase 117 Poseidons from Boeing, with 
the first of the modified 737 commercial jets operational from 
2013. Twenty of the new long-range maritime surveillance 
drones will be fielded from 2015 with all of the aircraft 
operational by 2019, Hoke said. 

The new planes will join a patrol and reconnaissance 
group at Jacksonville Naval Air Station, Fla., Hoke said, with 
personnel spending part of their time flying drones and part of 
it piloting the P-8s. 

While being piloted from afar, the unmanned aircraft will 
be assigned to the 6th Fleet in the Mediterranean, 5th Fleet in 
the Middle East, and 7th Fleet in the Pacific. 

Four of the new drones will be based on the Pacific island 
of Guam, where the Air Force already flies its unmanned 
Global Hawk. Four will be at Sigonella, in Sicily, four will be 
at a secret location in the Middle East, Hoke said. And Walt 
Kreitler, Northrop’s director of business development for the 
new drone, said he expects four of the Navy drones to fly out 
of Beale Air Force Base, Calif. and four to fly out of 
Jacksonville Naval Air Station. 

The Navy’s new drones look like the Global Hawk, but 
the resemblance is skin deep. 

The front edges of the aircraft’s wings have been 
toughened to withstand bird-strikes while its electronics are 
designed to withstand power surges from lightning, Kreitler 
said 

The Navy drones have stiffer wings that allow them to 
dive below 10,000 feet to get a closer look at targets floating 
on the water. At that altitude there are strong wind gusts that 
could tear a Global Hawk to pieces. To survive in rough 
weather the Navy drones will also add de-icing equipment, 
Hoke said. 

The system that will be fielded in 2015 also will include 
state-of-the-art maritime radar and sensors that can rotate 360 
degrees and capture full-motion video, according to Cmdr. 
Craig Dorrans, who is helping lead the drone project. 

“BAMS will have an automatic identification system that 
picks up transponders on commercial shipping that gives us 
position, course and flag,” he said, adding that air-to-air radar 
will help the drone avoid mid-air collisions. 

The ability of the drone to pick up ships’ transponders 
will help commanders focus on vessels that are not sending 
the signals or which appear to be sending bogus signals, Hoke 
said. 

The Navy’s demand for intelligence, surveillance and 
reconnaissance information about what’s going on in the 
world’s oceans is almost unlimited, Kreitler said. 

Northrop’s initial contact, to develop and build the first 
two drones for the Navy, is worth $1.6 billion. The company 
expects to manufacture 68 aircraft but it is still negotiating the 
price, Kreitler said. 

Return to Index 
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22. Hopes Dim For Bold Fiscal Leadership 
(AVIATION WEEK 03 JAN 12) ... Paul McLeary, Bill Sweetman 

WASHINGTON - In many respects, the election-year 
debate over U.S. defense budgets has yet to start, for two 
reasons: The defense topline over the next decade is unknown, 
within a very wide range, and Congress, lobbyists and the rest 
of the Washington defense machine have yet to grasp that 
unprecedented changes, compromises and even sacrifices may 
be needed to balance the books without ending up with a 
“hollow force.” 

Most people have forgotten what a “hollow force” is, 
because it dates back to the 1970s. In any event, a late-2010s 
hollow force won’t look quite like the previous version, where 
large forces were fielded at poor levels of training and 
readiness. The next hollow force will be the same in that it is 
oversized and underprepared, but also likely to be wrongly 
balanced to meet whatever the threats of the 2020s may be, 
and encumbered with aging equipment that it can neither 
afford to replace nor modernize. 

Todd Harrison, an analyst at the Center for Strategic and 
Budgetary Assessments, pointed out in a series of 2011 
briefings that budget cuts start with the elimination of the next 
decade of planned increases. Moreover, even the nightmare of 
sequester only brings the budget down to 2007 levels, which 
was in real money terms an all-time record. So why the panic? 

Harrison’s numbers yield three answers. First, sequester 
involves a steeply front-loaded cut in costs, whereas other 
proposals defer the pain into the future. Second, the cuts will 
bite deeply into procurement, probably at double the defense-
wide rate of cuts. Third, poor execution on many R&D 
programs and wartime expediency mean that the relatively fat 
procurement budgets of the 2000s failed to recapitalize 
important elements of the force. 

Procurement will be hit hard because military pay and 
benefits increased well above the rate of inflation in the 2000s. 
Congress repeatedly passed greater pay increases than the 
Pentagon proposed, while health care costs surpassed 
inflation. The Pentagon has been doubly hit by the latter. As 
private-sector health insurance plans have become less 
generous, more military retirees elected to take advantage of 
the Tricare program, which covers them and their dependents 
for a premium that has not changed since 1995. Tricare for 
Life, a supplement to the Medicare plan for older retirees, was 
enacted in 2001. 

Another obstacle to trimming budgets includes the 
“golden ratio”—the conventional wisdom that cuts should be 
equally borne by the three services. But given the rise in unit 
personnel costs, the 2000s’ increases in ground-force strength, 
and the fact that future U.S. leaders will avoid any Iraq-
Afghanistan land wars at all costs—that ratio can be 
challenged. 

Also making cuts difficult is the poor performance of 
some recapitalization programs. The impact here is spread 
unevenly. For example, the Army’s helicopter force, apart 
from its light scout fleet, is being reequipped with renovated 
and new aircraft: Block 3 Apaches, UH-60Ms and CH-47Fs. 
Navy surface warship procurement is in disarray, with the 
Zumwalt destroyer class cut back, the Littoral Combat Ship 
failing to deliver on low-cost promises, and the Burke Flight 
III ill-defined. The submarine fleet, on the other hand, has 
done well. 

When the Joint Strike Fighter (JSF) program was 
launched in the mid-1990s, the Navy continued to develop and 
improve the Super Hornet, planning to use it alongside JSF 
until 2030 and beyond. The Air Force decided that the F-22 
and JSF would replace its fighter fleet, and not only 
terminated F-15 and F-16 production but in most cases halted 
upgrade programs. As a result, the Navy has a fall-back in 
case of JSF problems, while USAF is increasingly out of 
options. 

So what action is Congress—under pressure because of 
upcoming elections—going to take to disentangle the mess? 
It’s difficult to tell, because seldom has the body seemed in 
such disarray. 

In CBS News and Fox News polls taken in early 
December, Congress sported 82% and 83% disapproval 
ratings, respectively. This makes the legislative body slightly 
less popular than polygamy and about one-third as popular as 
pornography. 

Richard Nixon’s popularity during Watergate, in contrast, 
was 24%. 

Congressional disapproval stems from many reasons, but 
surprisingly, none revolves around a decade of wars that have 
cost more than 6,300 American lives, tens of thousands of 
wounded and drained national coffers by well over $1 trillion 
(some estimates put it at over $4 trillion by the time the 
shooting stops), all without much pushback from the 
legislative branch. 

The big news to come out of Congress in 2011 was the 
unsurprising failure of the “Super Committee” to find $1.2 
trillion in deficit reductions across the federal government by 
Thanksgiving. Failure means sequester—automatic cuts of 
about $1.2 trillion across the government, which would 
include about $600 billion in defense spending over the next 
decade, all of which would begin in fiscal 2013. 

The failure of the committee led to some scrambling on 
Capitol Hill to take back the draconian deal. Sen. John 
McCain (R-Ariz.), Sen. Lindsey Graham (R-S.C.) and Rep. 
Buck McKeon (R-Calif.) rushed to pledge a rollback of the 
defense budget penalty, and were joined in their efforts by 
four senators: Jon Kyl (R-Ariz.,) Marco Rubio (R-Fla.), Kelly 
Ayotte (R‑N.H.) and Joe Lieberman (I-Conn.). 

Out in front on the issue of budget cuts has been McKeon, 
chairman of the House Armed Services Committee, who is up 
for reelection this year and, given his heavily military San 
Diego constituency, counts Lockheed Martin, Northrop 
Grumman, Boeing, General Atomics, Textron, General 
Dynamics and SAIC among his top donors. 

In September, McKeon and ranking Democrat Rep. Adam 
Smith of Washington created the Defense Business Panel, to 
keep the committee up to date on the “impact of the current 
fiscal environment on the defense industry.” Believing that the 
$450 billion in defense cuts that have already been identified 
are too much, McKeon is taking the group seriously. And 
since all members of the board face reelection come 
November, any leverage or success they find would be a nice 
data point when they’re on the stump. The Defense Business 
Panel includes Rep. Bill Shuster (R-Pa.) and Rep. Rick Larsen 
(D-Wash.), both of whom will lead the panel. Other members 
are Rep. Allen West (R-Fla.), Rep. Betty Sutton (D-Ohio), 
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Rep. Jon Runyan (R-N.J.), Rep. Colleen Hanabusa (D-Hawaii) 
and Rep. Bobby Schilling (R-Ill.). 

But amid all this posturing, some concrete things are 
being accomplished in Congress. In a rare moment of partisan 
unity, in December the Senate and House passed a $662 
billion defense bill that includes $115 billion for the wars in 
Iraq and Afghanistan. The numbers produced little more than 
a yawn from the public, which is more concerned with jobs 
and the economy. Overall, the bill is $27 billion less than the 
Obama administration requested and $43 billion less than 
Congress gave the Pentagon the year before. 

The bill includes $8.5 billion to purchase the F-35 JSF for 
the Navy, Marine Corps and Air Force, which ran against the 
efforts made by Senate Armed Services ranking member 
McCain to cut money in the bill for the fighter. As the most 
expensive weapon system in history, the F-35 has been facing 
serious congressional heat—though not enough to affect 
funding or the schedule of the program so far. 

Other highlights include resurrecting the Army and 
Marine Corps Joint Light Tactical Vehicle program. The 

House and Senate Armed Services Committees had defunded 
the program in earlier markups, but after promises from the 
Army’s program office that the vehicle would come in at 
about $250,000 per unit, as opposed to $400,000 as estimated, 
the Humvee replacement is back in business. 

As for the ever-escalating cost of retiree benefits, the 
political cost of attempting to prevent further growth here is 
raised by a simple fact: Most of the public is unaware of the 
distinction between a retiree and a veteran, which is as basic 
as breathing to people within the forces. Retirement and its 
benefits are available to those who serve at least 20 years, of 
whom most are officers at the rank of lieutenant colonel, 
commander or above. 

Enlisted personnel are mostly discharged as veterans and 
enjoy fewer benefits. They account for just under 85% of the 
force and 90% or more of those killed or wounded in action. 
Nevertheless, benefits that could be seen as a middle-class 
welfare program are untouchable. 
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23. Pratt & Whitney Wins New JSF Contract Worth Up To $1.1 Billion 
(HARTFORD COURANT 04 JAN 12) ... Mara Lee 

Pratt & Whtiney could receive $1.1 billion to build, 
support and provide spare parts for 30 Joint Strike Fighter 
engines, the company announced Tuesday. 

The contract signed with the Pentagon does not mean the 
company will be paid that much, which would be an average 
of more than $36 million for each of the F135 engines. The 
engine prices vary between the U.S. Air Force version, the 
Navy version and the U.S. Marine Corps version. 

The Marine Corps version has had the most engineering 
challenges, as it must be able to take off and land almost like a 
helicopter -- short take off and vertical landing, or STOVL. 
The contract includes 21 engines for Air Force jets, six for the 
Navy and three STOVLs. 

Pratt began delivering F135 engines in early 2010. 

So far, the Department of Defense has planned to send 
$497 million to Pratt for buying materials for the engines and 
for assembly, support and spare parts. There are incentive 
payments that could follow. 

"This is a vital step to allow Pratt & Whitney and our 
STOVL lift system partner, Rolls-Royce, to continue meeting 
key milestones toward production deliveries," said Bennett 
Croswell, president of Military Engines, Pratt & Whitney. 
"We anticipate contract negotiations with the F-35 Joint 
Program Office that will reflect the great progress being made 
on F135 affordability." 

The main engine deliveries are scheduled to begin late 
this year. They are assembled in Middletown. 
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BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
24. USS New Mexico Helps Celebrate State's 100th Birthday 
(KOAT ABC ALBUQUERQUE 03 JAN 12) 

ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. -- New Mexico celebrates 100 
years of statehood this Friday. And just in time for the big 
event, the USS New Mexico sent a special birthday wish. 

The USS New Mexico is based in Connecticut, and since 
it can't sail down to the Land of Enchantment, they thought a 
video greeting would be the next best thing. 

"From the officers and crew of the most powerful warship 
in the Navy, happy 100th birthday, New Mexico," said the 
crew. 

The Navy says they've even made the ship New Mexican-
themed, complete with pictures of the New Mexico landscape, 
hot air balloons and hundreds of red and green chili-shaped 
lights. 

View Clip (RT: 0:40) 
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25. As Budget Cuts Loom, Questions Arise About U.S. Forces In Europe 
(STARS AND STRIPES 03 JAN 12) ... John Vandiver 

STUTTGART, Germany — When a task force of 
Marines deployed to eastern Europe on a five-month mission 
to train partner militaries, it did not come from U.S. bases in 

nearby Germany. The 185 reservists flew over from a base in 
the States. 

Parterships with nations from the Baltics to the Balkans 
have been a cornerstone of the mission of U.S. forces in 
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Europe since the end of the Cold War, but such training 
increasingly is conducted by troops who fly in from the U.S. 
for short, targeted missions. As questions arise about the need 
to maintain a large U.S. presence in Europe, some in the 
military are suggesting this U.S.-based model could be a more 
cost-effective way to maintain ties with allies who rely on 
U.S. leadership. 

The U.S. has been restructuring its Europe-based force 
since the end of the Cold War, when there were about 300,000 
U.S. troops in Europe. There are about 80,000 today, and the 
drawdown continues with at least one brigade scheduled to 
return to the States by 2015, though military leaders hint it 
could leave much sooner. 

With massive budget cuts looming, the withdrawal of the 
last U.S. troops from Iraq and a drawdown of U.S. combat 
troops from Afghanistan slated to be completed by 2014, 
military leaders are re-evaluating the scope and focus of the 
military, and that is raising questions about how large a force 
is needed in Europe and where it should be located. 

Moves are under way to relocate and re-allocate Europe-
based troops and resources to address pressing security 
concerns, particularly preparing for the threat of terrorists in 
Africa and bolstering NATO’s missile defense system to 
counter a potentially nuclear-armed Iran. Pending changes 
also are influenced by concerns about the rise of military 
might in the Pacific, particularly China. 

One option for cutting costs, some argue, is to use U.S.-
based forces to help build partnerships with militaries in 
eastern Europe and Africa. Recently, Marine Forces Europe 
showed how that could be done when it launched its Black Sea 
Rotational Force, which consisted of U.S.-based Marines on a 
five-month mission to conduct training exercises across 
eastern Europe. 

According to data provided by EUCOM, the National 
Guard led 207 “military-to-military” engagements with armed 
forces across Europe in fiscal 2011, one example of the large 
role played by U.S.-based servicemembers. 

“As budgets get tight, it’ll be a very hard sell that training 
other militaries should remain a priority, and that we need 
forces permanently stationed in Europe at current levels in 
order to conduct that training,” said Kori Schake, a National 
Security Council director of defense strategy and requirements 
during the Bush administration. 

There are arguments to be made for maintaining some 
force presence in Europe. 

Officials at EUCOM headquarters in Stuttgart and 
analysts of U.S.-European relations say working closely with 
European allies ensures that U.S. troops have credible, well-
trained partners and bolsters NATO, which relies on U.S. 
leadership. 

“While tough fiscal decisions are in the process of being 
made, and as we balance capability and capacity, U.S. force 
presence in Europe remains the bridge between the U.S. and 
the world’s largest economy,” said Maj. Ryan Donald, a 
EUCOM spokesman, referring to the collective GDP of 
Europe. “We know any adjustments to defense spending, 
missions and force structure in this theater will be 
implemented carefully and thoughtfully.” 

How Many And Where? 
While it remains to be seen whether the current budget 

crisis will result in major adjustments to the force structure, 

some changes will be coming for the troops and the 130,000 
family members who accompany them at bases from Germany 
and the United Kingdom to Italy and Spain. 

While all service branches are represented in Europe, the 
Army and its 42,000 soldiers is the largest, followed by the 
Air Force with about 25,000 airmen. Marine Forces Europe 
maintains about 150 troops in Germany, relying on rotating 
forces to carry out its missions. The Navy also maintains a 
relatively light footprint, with about 8,000 Sailors in Europe, 
though its strategic importance may be increased, given plans 
to permanently assign four missile defense-equipped 
destroyers to the 6th Fleet in Naples, Italy. 

According to Schake, military leaders in Europe are in a 
tough position. 

“I don’t think it’s an inevitable outcome, and EUCOM 
components have some very persuasive folks in their 
leadership now, but it’ll be a hard sell,” she said. “USAREUR 
has a good case to make that forces assigned to them are busy. 
They’re deploying and doing great work. Whether they need 
to be in Europe to do that work will be the crucial argument.” 

Opinions are divided on the ramifications of large-scale 
redistribution of forces. 

While some military insiders argue that a significant 
drawdown in Europe would foretell the end of NATO, others 
say the alliance is no longer dependent on a large U.S. 
presence overseas. 

Michael Cox, an expert on U.S. and European relations at 
the Chatham House think tank in London, said the U.S. 
presence is more about being close to hot spots. 

“The fact is the U.S. forces aren’t in Europe to defend 
Europe from anything,” he said. “They’re more symbolic in 
that sense.” 

A substantial drawdown could prompt concerns among 
Europeans about the U.S. losing interest in the region, but the 
U.S. role in NATO would probably remain intact, Cox said. 

Officials at EUCOM, meanwhile, say whatever changes 
come, the U.S. will remain engaged in Europe. 

Former Commanders Weigh In 
When retired Gen. James Jones was running EUCOM 

between 2003 and 2006, the military was in the midst of its 
biggest transformation since the collapse of the Soviet Union. 
Jones, who would go on to serve as President Barack Obama’s 
first national security adviser, was the main architect of a 
downsizing in Europe that continues today. In recent years, 
dozens of bases have closed as part of that plan. In 2003, there 
was a push to cut much deeper. 

“I used to argue with Secretary [Donald] Rumsfeld over 
this,” said Jones, recalling his battles at the Pentagon with the 
former defense secretary. “His idea was to bring everybody 
home.” 

Jones cautions against a wholesale reduction, which he 
says would jeopardize U.S. standing in NATO and strain 
EUCOM’s training mission. 

“It’s a question of how much is enough and how much do 
you need to do what you want to do,” Jones said. “Whatever 
forces we leave on the continent, they are not going to be 
European forces, they’re going to be Euro-African forces. This 
is a platform for Africa as well. Being closer to Africa in 
Europe is a lot better than being in Fort Carson.” 
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Without offering specific numbers, Jones said the mission 
in EUCOM should be executed by a mix of rotational and 
permanently stationed units. 

Regarding a large-scale drawdown, he said, “I would be 
very careful. Where is Russia going to go in the next 10 years 
under [Prime Minister Vladimir] Putin?” 

Retired Gen. Charles Wald, who served under Jones as 
EUCOM’s deputy commander and was part of the 
transformation team in Europe, said if the force level were 
reduced to 30,000 or 50,000 troops, the U.S. would still 
demonstrate its commitment to Europe and retain influence. 

“If we consider ourselves a global player, then we need to 
maintain our presence globally,” Wald said. “We’re not in 

Europe to protect Germany anymore. We’re there to protect 
our interests.” 

Without U.S. leadership in Europe, NATO never would 
have taken the lead in Libya, Wald argues. 

For Jones, wholesale cuts to the military’s presence in 
Europe and across the globe would come with big risks. 
Without it, “you create vacuums around the world,” Jones 
said. “If all you want to do is fight, then bring them home.” 

Retired Adm. Steve Abbot, former deputy commander of 
EUCOM and the U.S.’s 6th Fleet, agreed. 

“I’m a Navy guy, so I believe that it’s important for us to 
be involved globally and be forward present off our shores,” 
Abbot said. “We can’t just garrison ourselves in the United 
States.” 
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26. Judge Dismisses Guam Firing Range Lawsuit 
(PACIFIC DAILY NEWS (GUAM) 03 JAN 12) ... Arvin Temkar 

HAGATNA, Guam — A federal judge in Hawaii has 
dismissed a lawsuit to halt the military’s plan to build a firing 
range close to the historic Pågat site, calling the lawsuit moot, 
according to a District Court of Hawaii document. 

The lawsuit was filed by firing range opposition group 
We Are Guåhan, the Guam Preservation Trust, and the 
National Trust for Historic Preservation in November 2010. 

The proposed firing range has been one of the most 
controversial aspects of the proposed Guam military buildup 
because the range is very close to the ancient village site of 
Pågat. The military has said the range is essential to sharpen 
the skills of thousands of Marines who are expected to move 
from Okinawa to Guam, but protesters and local politicians 
have said the firing range should be built on existing military 
property, not on land leased from Guam’s government. 

The Defense Department filed a motion to dismiss the 
complaint in July, claiming the Record of Decision filed by 

the Navy and Army in late 2010 wasn’t a final decision as to 
the location of the live-ammunition firing-range complex, 
court documents state. 

Although District Court of Hawaii Judge Leslie 
Kobayashi denied that argument, she nonetheless granted the 
motion to dismiss, court documents state. 

Joint Guam Program Office Executive Director Joe 
Ludovici said in a statement filed in federal court in 
November that the Navy will conduct a supplemental study of 
the firing range safety zones. He said the Navy is committed 
to “public involvement” in the supplemental study process, 
which most likely means more public hearings on the range 
plans. 

The studies will stretch to 2014. It was the lawsuit that 
prompted the military to agree to the supplemental studies, 
said Nick Yost, an attorney for the buildup objectors. 
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NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
27. Spec-Ops Troops Learn To Be Gumshoes 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 03 JAN 12) ... Kimberly Dozier 

A scene of stomach-clenching gore confronted the special 
operations troops: the shredded remains of a suicide bomber, 
scattered around the checkpoint. 

But the blood and body are fake, like the Hollywood-style 
explosion that began a classroom exercise designed to teach 
these students to look past the grisly mess for the evidence that 
could lead to those who built the bomb. 

Fort Bragg's Special Warfare Center shows how the U.S. 
has turned hunting terror networks into half-science, half-art-
form since the al-Qaida attacks of Sept. 11, 2001. Forging 
lessons painfully learned in the decade since into a formal 
curriculum, the training is intended to help elite military units 
track militants across international boundaries and work 
alongside sometimes competing U.S. agencies. 

The coursework is similar to the CIA's legendary spycraft 
training center called The Farm, and is at the brainchild of 
Green Beret Maj. Gen. Bennet Sacolick, a veteran of elite 
special operations units, and a long stint on loan to the CIA. 

Among the students at the CIA-approved Fort Bragg 
course are U.S. Army Green Berets, Navy SEALs and Marine 

Corps special operators. As in the Navy SEAL raid that killed 
Osama bin Laden, everything from computers to fingerprints 
can be retrieved from a raid site and quickly analyzed. In some 
cases the analysis is so fast it can lead to several new targets in 
a single night. 

The school is also an illustration of how special 
operations and intelligence forces have reached an easier 
coexistence, after early clashes where CIA officers accused 
the military operators of ineptly trying to run their own spy 
rings overseas without State Department or CIA knowledge. 

"As my guys go to Afghanistan, and interface with CIA 
base and station chiefs, they can do it with more credibility 
than in the past," Sacolick told The Associated Press in a rare 
interview. 

While many in the public may not be aware that the 
military is allowed to gather information, and even run its own 
spy networks, special operations forces have been authorized 
to do just that since the disastrous Desert One raid meant to 
rescue the U.S. hostages held in Iran in 1979. The raid went 
awry because of a helicopter crash, not an intelligence foul-up. 
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But before the raid, military planners had been frustrated that 
CIA employees working inside the country were unable to 
provide them the tactical intelligence needed to insert a covert 
force - even basic information like which way the streets ran 
outside the embassy. 

That's why almost a third of every class at the CIA's Farm 
has been military, said a former senior intelligence official. 

The Fort Bragg school means special operators can now 
get much of that CIA-style training at their home facility. 

Sacolick said he was shocked at how piecemeal 
intelligence gathering and sharing was up until a couple years 
ago. Special operations units would know their area, but had 
no established way to pass it on, he said, nor any means for 
reaching out to the CIA to fill in information gaps. 

"The CIA will satisfy any information requirement we 
have," the agency veteran said. "All we have to do is ask the 
right person. So that's what we are creating," among the 
special operations teams training at Fort Bragg, Sacolick said, 
pointing out troops who "have the vocabulary, have the 
contacts, know the questions to ask, and who to ask." 

The CIA also helped Sacolick design the course to teach 
special operators the spy-related tradecraft they need for the 
counterterror fight outside known war zones, such as in 
Somalia or Southeast Asia. They learn skills like how to evade 
surveillance by terrorists, or a target country's intelligence 
service. 

The elite teams' piecemeal training in those areas, often 
done previously by contractors rather than at the agency's 
Farm, was part of what caused the near-revolt of CIA station 
chiefs just after Sept. 11, when the Pentagon sent scores of 
such troops overseas. With their short haircuts, obvious 
military bearing, and uneven training in tradecraft, they caused 
more than a few uncomfortable incidents for U.S. 
ambassadors and CIA chiefs, who were sometimes not even 
told they were there. 

That led to congressional alarm and a clash among the 
Pentagon, the spies and the diplomats over who should be able 
to operate where. 

The White House eventually created an information 
exchange to allow elite military troops to gather intelligence, 
while keeping State and the CIA in the loop. 

To make sure spy did not stumble over spy, the 
Pentagon's top intelligence official, Stephen Cambone, and the 
CIA's then-top clandestine representative, Jose Rodriguez, 
created a mechanism that exists to this day, to let each 
network know who was working for whom. 

The next step was to find some common ground among 
those competing tribes of intelligence and military operators - 
a step embraced by now-retired Gen. Stanley McChrystal. 
Then heading the military's Joint Special Operations 
Command, McChrystal embraced the "hostage swap" of JSOC 
troops and CIA officers, deploying them to each other's 
command centers and forcing collaboration through proximity. 

But he upgraded the practice, sending his best people, 
instead of following the unwritten custom of sending one's 
least-valuable employee to get them out of the home office. 

McChrystal used to lecture his people, Sacolick among 
them, to forge their own networks of one-on-one relationships 
in other agencies to counter the enemy network. 

That's how Sacolick ended up at the CIA, and why he 
patterned his school on lessons the agency helped teach him. 

The idea is to pass on the skills learned in the war zones 
of Iraq and Afghanistan, where special operators have had 
more intelligence back-up and logistical support from the 
regular military than they will in the remote places where they 
usually operate, Sacolick said. 

"I need to prepare a 12-man team to go anywhere on this 
planet," he said. "They need to be every bit as good as they are 
in Afghanistan, in the middle of Africa somewhere," or 
wherever the next conflict takes them. 
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28. Quayle, Kissinger Among Hacker Victims 
(LOS ANGELES TIMES 04 JAN 12) ... Ken Dilanian 

WASHINGTON -- A computer hacking group has 
revealed email addresses and other personal data from former 
Vice President Dan Quayle, former Secretary of State Henry 
A. Kissinger, and hundreds of U.S. intelligence, law 
enforcement and military officials in a high-profile case of 
cyber-theft. 

The unauthorized release of account information for 
860,000 subscribers to Stratfor, a Texas-based company that 
provides analysis of national and international affairs, makes it 
possible to identify some subscribers and, in theory, 
impersonate them in cyberspace, analysts warned. 

The data were released in two batches last month by the 
AntiSec faction of Anonymous, a self-described hacker 
collective. AntiSec also disclosed about 75,000 names, 
addresses and credit card numbers associated with Stratfor 
customers, including Kissinger and Quayle. The two did not 
respond to requests for comment Tuesday. 

"The exposure is huge," said John Bumgarner, who 
analyzed the release for the U.S. Cyber Consequences Unit, an 
independent, nonprofit research institute. "We can assume that 
a foreign intelligence service has already taken advantage of 
this information." 

Anonymous engages in what it calls civil disobedience to 
expose secrets, but others have called it Internet terrorism. 
Group members have hacked into corporate and government 
databases globally since 2008, and authorities have arrested 
alleged members in the Netherlands, Britain, Spain, Turkey 
and elsewhere. 

Bumgarner said the Stratfor data included 19,000 email 
addresses from the ".mil" domain, meaning members of the 
military. He also found 212 email addresses from the FBI; 71 
from the Defense Intelligence Agency, the Pentagon's spying 
arm; 29 from the National Security Agency, which conducts 
global eavesdropping and cyber espionage; and 24 from the 
CIA. 

Bumgarner said he used off-the-shelf software to crack 
many of the Stratfor passwords. 

One intelligence officer used "intel" as a password, and a 
Navy SEAL officer used "frogman1," he said. 

After the attack, Stratfor took its website off line and 
wrote on its Facebook page that it was cooperating with law 
enforcement. AntiSec said it targeted the company in part 
because it had poor network security. 
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29. Law Signed To Speed Troops Through TSA Security 
(NAVY TIMES 03 JAN 12) ... Rick Maze 

President Obama has signed a law that within six months 
could make it easier for service members and their families to 
get through security checkpoints at major airports. 

The Risk-Based Security Screening for Members of the 
Armed Forces Act, signed by Obama on Tuesday, orders the 
Transportation Security Administration to come up with a plan 
to expedite security screening for service members traveling in 
uniform on official orders so they don’t have to remove their 
jackets, shoes, belts and medals. 

Additionally, service members in uniform and their 
families could receive expedited screening at major airports 
that have special screening lanes for frequent travelers who 
have been prescreened by TSA. Expedited screening would be 
available only when a service member is traveling on orders 
and is in uniform, so it would not help on family vacations or 
other travel. 

Any special relaxed screening procedures could be halted 
if there is a specific security threat regarding people in 
uniform. 

Even before the law was signed, TSA has been trying to 
ease the rules for service members to travel through security 
checkpoints. TSA guidance has recommended, however, that 
service members remove their uniform jackets, metal belt 
buckles and any metal items in their pockets. 

Military members in uniform and with valid military 
identification are not required, like other passengers, to 
automatically remove their shoes before passing through X-
ray screening, but they must remove the shoes if the alarm 
sounds as they walk through, making the relaxed rule of 
limited use to anyone with metal in a shoe. 

TSA policy also relaxes rules for military family members 
without tickets to accompany a service member all the way to 
a boarding gate or to meet them on arrival. Under rules that 
vary from airport to airport, families are allowed gate passes 
for arrivals and departures from overseas deployments. 
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30. Chairman Of Guard Bureau Joins Joint Chiefs 
(STARS AND STRIPES 03 JAN 12) ... Derek Turner 

The Joint Chiefs of Staff has grown by one, with existing 
members, however reluctantly, welcoming the chairman of the 
National Guard Bureau as a full member. 

Air Force Gen. Craig McKinley took his place among the 
president’s top military advisers on Saturday when President 
Barack Obama signed the 2012 National Defense 
Authorization Act. 

McKinley joins the chairman and vice chairman of the 
Joint Chiefs, as well as the chiefs of staff from the Army, 
Navy, Air Force and Marines. His presence is controversial, 
drawing significant support from Congress but unanimous 
opposition from within the Joint Chiefs. Each member 
expressed that opposition during a hearing on Capitol Hill in 
November, arguing that the chiefs of staff for the Army and 
Air Force represent the full spectrum of their services, 
including National Guard elements. 

“There is no compelling military need to support this 
historic change,” Joint Chiefs chairman Gen. Martin Dempsey 
said at the hearing. 

But those backing the change point to the increased 
responsibilities given to National Guardsmen during the last 
decade, one that saw Guard troops deploy often to Iraq and 
Afghanistan as well as tend to various disasters in the United 
States. 

“We are grateful for the efforts the executive and 
legislative bodies have gone to in placing the chief of the 
National Guard Bureau on the Joint Chiefs of Staff,” 
McKinley said in a statement. “We look forward to working 
alongside the other Joint Chiefs to provide our nation’s senior 
leaders with a fuller picture of the nonfederalized National 
Guard as it serves in support of homeland defense and civil 
support missions.” 
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31. Military's Gold Star Families Often Feel Disconnected 
(USA TODAY 03 JAN 12) ... Gregg Zoroya 

COLLINSVILLE, Okla. – Jane Horton wears a small 
Gold Star pin honoring her husband, Christopher, who was 
killed by Taliban gunfire four months ago. 

"It's like an outward expression of a burden carried deep 
inside," Jane says about an emblem Congress created after 
World War II for those who lost loved ones to war. 

Except that no one today seems to know what it means. 
"I've never been asked about it. Ever," she says. 
As the 26-year-old widow of an Oklahoma National 

Guard soldier killed in combat, it is another reason Jane says 
she feels a world apart from other Americans. 

She sensed it standing on an airport tarmac as her 
husband's body was unloaded from the belly of an aircraft. 

She could see the faces staring down from the jetway windows 
above, parents holding children and pointing. 

"I definitely feel there's a disconnect," she says. 
National leaders and advocacy groups say they see a 

widening rift between a military at war and a public at peace, 
distracted by a sputtering economy and weary of hearing about 
Iraq and Afghanistan. 

"Not every American knows what a … Gold Star family 
is," first lady Michelle Obama said recently when she unveiled 
a Gold Star Christmas tree at the White House. 

"Americans … often don't realize that these people are 
right here among us," says Ami Neiberger-Miller, a 
spokeswoman for Tragedy Assistance Program for Survivors 
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(TAPS), a non-profit that helps military families who lose 
loved ones. 

Public displays of gratitude and generosity can be seen 
throughout the country: the lines that greet deploying troops at 
an airport in Bangor, Maine; initiatives to build specially 
adapted homes for the severely wounded; campaigns to 
encourage hiring veterans. Non-profit groups, such as the 
Wounded Warrior Project and Semper Fi Fund, that assist 
injured troops have sprung up. 

But much of what the military endures is lost on the 
public, then-chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff and now-
retired admiral Michael Mullen told a West Point graduating 
class this year. 

"I fear they do not know us," he said. 
Fewer than 1% of Americans are in the military today, 

compared with 10% during World War II. "Things were so 
different then," says Marie Speer, 90, whose husband, Pvt. 
Edward "Eddie" Jordan, was killed fighting in Germany in 
1944, when she was 23. 

Gold Star banners hung from countless homes and 
Americans were keenly sensitive to the meaning, says Speer, 
who founded Gold Star Wives of America in April 1945. 
"Everybody was involved in the war and it was something 
uppermost in everyone's mind." 

War syncopated the rhythm of life back then: victory 
gardens growing in backyards, scrap drives, gasoline rationing 
and celebrities selling war bonds. 

Today, 83% of Americans say veterans and military 
families "have made a lot of sacrifices since 9/11" while 43% 
of Americans say the same of the public's sacrifices since the 
attacks, according to a recent Pew Research Survey. 

However, the survey shows that fewer than half (47%) of 
Americans say the military has sacrificed more than the 
public, and of those 71% say the sacrifice of servicemembers 
is part of being in the military. 

And while a majority of Americans say they have 
expressed their admiration for veterans directly, 84% of 
veterans say the public does not understand the problems 
faced by servicemembers or their families — and the public 
(71%) agrees. 

To have a family member serve in the military, much less 
be wounded or killed in combat, is a growing rarity in 
American society. Pew Research found that among Americans 
ages 18 to 29, a third say they have an immediate family 
member in the military. Researchers attribute the trend to the 
nation's shrinking forces, as a smaller share of Americans 
currently serve in uniform than an any time since the peace-
era between World Wars I and II. 

Last month, when an intercollegiate legislature met at the 
Oklahoma state Capitol to honor Christopher Horton, delegate 
Philip Jackson noticed Jane's pin after it was pointed out to 
him. 

"That's the Gold Star," he said. "I had no idea." 
A Shocking Death With Few Details 
From the moment there was a hard, double-rap on the 

door of Jane Horton's home in this Tulsa suburb the night of 
Sept. 9, her life roiled in ways that her civilian friends could 
not possibly comprehend. One instant she was churning 
brownie batter in a mixer and the next she was plunged into 
shock and bewilderment. 

Christopher, Jane was told, died from a bullet wound to 
the head. But she wondered how this could be. He was the 
skilled sniper — how could he have been the target? 

Christopher was so certain he would survive the war, and 
now he was gone. 

When Jane entered a room at the Floral Haven Funeral 
Home in nearby Broken Arrow and caught sight of her 
husband's profile in a casket, she first recognized the 
eyelashes, and wept. 

"He had the longest eyelashes I've ever seen and he had 
the most beautiful eyes." 

He looked so tranquil it was unsettling, Jane recalls. She 
wanted very much to know how he could have been killed. 

When average Americans experience a death in the 
family, answers about what happened are commonly quick. 
The Army told Jane it would take up to 60 days before she 
received an investigative report on her husband's death. She 
has yet to receive an official report. 

Yet stories swirled within the Guard community about 
how he died. 

"Everyone's calling home telling their wives," Jane 
recalls. "I just wanted to know what the heck happened to 
him." 

She did what war widows do — piece together rumor, 
media reports, a mortician's observations and what soldiers 
who served with Christopher would confide, some by phone 
from Afghanistan. 

A story emerged: Christopher, 26, was part of a nine-
member squad that set up for hours in a mud-walled outpost 
near the Pakistan border. A small number of Taliban managed 
to sneak up, round a corner and open fire with automatic 
weapons. Christopher was shot through the left eye. He was 
not on watch and may have been dozing when it happened. 
Two other soldiers also died. Attackers were killed trying to 
flee. 

After prodding the Army for more information, Jane 
received a copy last month of the autopsy report. She learned 
he had been shot four times in the attack, including a wound to 
the head. 

The information was strangely comforting. "He was 
instantly gone and didn't have a chance to respond," Jane says. 
"I'm very thankful he had no chance to think about what 
happened to him." 

Artifacts Of An Army Life 
The body of Jane's husband arrived in the United States 

within 72 hours at Dover Air Force Base in Delaware on Sept. 
12. But the full arc of Christopher coming home — the 
sacrament of laying him to rest, the ritual of receiving all the 
artifacts of his life at war from the Army — felt like forever to 
his young widow. 

It would be four weeks before Arlington National 
Cemetery had a time slot open for the funeral. As months 
passed, Christopher's belongings kept trickling home, sent by 
the Army — mementos left by other soldiers at a memorial in 
Afghanistan, a black bag containing what Christopher had 
with him when he died and foot lockers filled with clothing, 
souvenirs, snacks and myriad other items. 

"It's kind of like a mystery," she says. 
They met at King's College in New York City, two 

conservative kids with a passion for politics in a liberal 
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Manhattan. They worked together on Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg's 2005 re-election campaign. 

She was from Cleveland, the youngest of three. He was 
from Tulsa, the oldest of three born to an evangelist and his 
wife, and spent his adolescence in a military academy in 
Missouri, honing his sharpshooting skills. 

Christopher joined the National Guard in 2008 and was 
surprised that his growing affections for Jane were stronger 
than his long-held devotion to country and service. 

"This is a little scary for me," he wrote in a letter home 
from basic training. "Although my love, dedication and 
commitment to my country is unchanged. You are my life's 
number one dedication." 

They married in 2009. They both dreamed that after the 
Army he would run for public office, perhaps even Congress. 

Instead, she now sifts though his belongings as if they are 
part of some kind of archaeological dig: a tiny Stalin figurine 
he bought at a flea market in Kyrgyzstan on the way to war; a 
log he kept of missions he could not discuss on Facebook 
instant-messaging; and a Sony camera he carried with him. 

There were nine pictures dated Sept. 9, the day he died. 
Most show young GIs lounging or dozing in the enclosure 
where the attack occurred. Jane believes they were taken by 
her husband hours — if not minutes — before he died. 

The Army will return a dead soldier's clothing washed or 
unwashed. The widow decides. Jane wanted them unwashed. 
She wanted everything as it had been with Christopher, even 
to smell him one last time. "But it doesn't smell like that," she 
says now. "It just smells like dirt." 

She wanted to study her husband's hands. At the casket, 
she had his white gloves removed and recognized the torn skin 
around his thumbs — a nervous habit she knew quite well. 

Jane utterly threw herself into memorializing Christopher. 
She chose the seven-story, vaulted interior of the majestic 

First United Methodist Church in Tulsa, with its limestone and 
oak, for the funeral service. For the burial, she arranged 
commercial flights back East with her husband's body in 
baggage. The casket traveled in a white packing crate 
stenciled with his name and the words "head" and "foot." 

She asked Oklahoma Sen. James Inhofe, a Republican for 
whom she had worked as an intern, to deliver a eulogy at an 
Arlington Cemetery chapel. She got Mullen and Army Gen. 
James Dempsey, the new chairman of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff, to attend cemetery services. 

"God made me strong for a reason," Jane says. 

On the flight home, she toiled over phrasing for 
Christopher's headstone, searching for the perfect epigrams 
that could fit on two lines of 15 spaces each. 

She settled on "Valiant Warrior/Fearless Sniper." 
Through it all, there were as many kindnesses as there 

were setbacks. 
A neighbor Jane didn't know solicited the city to rename 

their street in honor of Christopher. Inhofe's legislative 
assistant, Anthony Lazarski, stayed at her side during the early 
hours of Sept. 12 at Dover waiting for Christopher's body to 
arrive. Bloomberg called to express condolences. Cleveland 
friends sent her specialty ice cream by mail — salted caramel 
and poached pear. 

Southwest pilots on the flights carrying her and 
Christopher to the burial paid homage over intercoms, and one 
gave her the wings off his uniform. 

But she had to ask for a new Army casualty officer after 
she found the first one "not a good fit." The cemetery put the 
wrong death date on a temporary grave marker. Southwest lost 
her luggage. 

These annoyances Jane can weather. What's difficult is 
the way people outside the military react, or fail to react on a 
personal level, to the sacrifice her husband has made. 

Whether it's awkwardness or indifference, the mention of 
his name at social gatherings or political events elicits silence 
or a change of subject. 

"People don't know what to say, or they don't say 
anything at all," she says. 

She could not be prouder of how Christopher gave his life 
for his country, but she feels many people are uncomfortable 
with the topic. 

TAPS spokeswoman Neiberger-Miller says Jane's 
reaction is very common among families whose loved ones 
died in Iraq or Afghanistan. The Gold Star is a precious 
commodity among them, says Neiberger-Miller, whose 
brother, Christopher, was killed in Iraq in 2007. 

They don't wear the pin "for people to go, 'Oh, look at 
them they're the sad people,' " she says. "We do it because 
we're proud of our loved ones and what they gave this country 
and we want people to know it." 

Jane thought the Gold Star pin would be a conversation 
starter. But it isn't. 

"This is like code: 'My husband was killed in the war.' But 
nobody knows what it means." 

View Clip (RT: 4:23) 
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32. Union Warship's Profile Rising 
(TAMPA TRIBUNE 04 JAN 12) ... Keith Morelli 

One hundred forty-six years ago today, a violent storm 
lashed the Tampa Bay area, imperiling two U.S. Navy 
warships — tugboats with cannons — that had seen Civil War 
action in the Gulf of Mexico and were headed for peacetime 
duty after the war ended. 

One survived the storm. The other, the USS Narcissus, 
which had participated in the Battle of Mobile Bay, been sunk 
and refloated, did not. It ran aground on a shoal northwest of 
Egmont Key and sank in 15 feet of water after its boiler 
exploded. No one survived. 

A plan to designate the wreck site an archaeological 
preserve is nearing the end of a six-year process. The preserve 

will be marked, and divers will be allowed to view the 
wreckage. Visible are the steam engine, propeller shaft and 
propeller, the scattered remnants of the wood-hulled tugboat 
and the exploded boiler. 

The site is poised to become the 12th such underwater 
preserve in Florida and the first in the Tampa Bay area, which 
has two wrecks of Confederate blockade runners in the 
Hillsborough River. 

The USS Narcissus was built in Albany, N.Y., during the 
Civil War. It was commissioned as a Navy fighting vessel, 
armed with a 20-pound Parrott gun and a single smoothbore 
12-pounder. 
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During the Battle of Mobile Bay, the Narcissus was 
present when Union Adm. David G. Farragut uttered the 
famous words, "Damn the torpedoes, full speed ahead." 

In 1866, the Narcissus was taken out of combat service 
and ordered to cruise out of the Gulf and up the East Coast to 
be decommissioned and sold. She was destined to become a 
regular tugboat, ushering large vessels in and out of port, but 
the Narcissus never made it. 

Taking part in the process to designate the preserve are 
the Florida Department of State, The Florida Aquarium and 
the Navy. It is the first time the Navy, which continues to 
claim ownership of the vessel, has granted permission to allow 
one of its ships to be recognized in this manner. 

"Technically," said Mike Terrell, dive training 
coordinator at The Florida Aquarium, who along with two 
other archaeologists nominated the site for designation, "it's 
still a war grave because all of the men were on it when it 
sank. 

"That the U.S. Navy was willing to give its approval was 
really, really cool," he said. 

In return, the Navy has asked that the site be monitored 
and any change in the site condition be reported to the Naval 
History & Heritage Command and that a mooring system be 
installed to prevent anchor damage to the wreck. 

Terrell said the designation may come this year. The 
Florida Department of State is taking public comments about 
the proposal; if there is no swell of complaints, the formal 
dedication of the Narcissus site could come within a few 
months. 

A plaque will be made by the state, which also will pay 
the initial costs of printing educational materials, but after that, 
everything will be paid for by donations collected by the yet-

to-be formed nonprofit group Friends of the Narcissus, Terrell 
said. 

The state first noted the wreck in the 1990s, when most of 
the vessel was under sand. Terrell said he first dove at the site 
in 2006. 

"A lot of scouring of sand occurred," he said. "And a lot 
was uncovered. In near-shore waters, a lot of sand moves 
around. A lot of sand. It's in the process of uncovering right 
now. When that happens, it exposes different elements of the 
wreck every couple of years." 

The only complaints so far are from people who say the 
designation will bring thieves to the site who will steal parts of 
the vessel. 

Terrell said that is unlikely. 
"The world of archaeology has operated for many years 

under the misunderstanding that if we keep all archaeological 
sites secret, they will be protected," he said. "But in reality, 
people who are going to do damage to a site or steal from it 
already know where the site is." 

He said giving the site to the public tends to result in self-
policing by the divers and tourists. 

Designation of the site also will boost the local tourist 
economy, particularly diving businesses, according to the 
state's proposal for the designation. 

The state recently surveyed dive shop owners and 
customers and found that the preserves in Florida "are far 
more than archaeological curiosities." 

"They are the focus of regular dive excursions, generating 
significant revenues for local dive shops," the proposal states. 
"Of the 11 preserves, most are being visited regularly. Dive 
shops take charters to some sites as often as twice a week or 
even more frequently at the height of the dive season." 
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OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
33. Iran Won't Close The Strait Of Hormuz 
Direct hostilities would risk retaliation against Tehran's nuclear-weapons program. 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 04 JAN 12) ... Bradley S. Russell and Max Boot 

Iran threatened to close the Strait of Hormuz last week, in 
response to U.S. and European Union moves to apply 
sanctions on its oil industry. 

Only 21 miles wide at its narrowest point, the strait sees 
the passage of roughly 28 tanker ships a day, half loaded, half 
empty. Some 17 million barrels of oil—20% of oil traded in 
the world—go through this chokepoint. If Iran really could 
close the strait, it would do great damage to the world 
economy. But it would also damage its own already shaky 
economy because Iran relies on the strait to deliver oil exports 
to China and other customers. 

In any case, closing the strait is not nearly as easy as 
Adm. Habibollah Sayari, commander of the Iranian Navy, 
would have it. He said that closing the strait is "as easy as 
drinking a glass of water." Actually it would be about as easy 
as drinking an entire bucket of water in one gulp. 

Iran tried this trick before and failed miserably. In 1984, 
during the Iran-Iraq War, Saddam Hussein attacked Iranian oil 
tankers and the Iranian oil-processing facility at Kharq Island. 
Iran struck back by attacking Kuwaiti tankers carrying Iraqi 
crude and then other tankers in the Persian Gulf. In 1987, after 
years of growing disruptions in this vital waterway, President 

Ronald Reagan responded by offering to reflag Kuwaiti 
tankers with the U.S. flag and provide U.S. naval escort. Iran 
shied away from direct attacks on U.S. warships but continued 
sowing mines, staging attacks with small patrol boats, and 
firing a variety of missiles at tankers. 

On April 14, 1988, the guided-missile frigate USS Samuel 
B. Roberts struck an Iranian mine; no Sailors were killed but 
several were injured and the ship nearly sank. The U.S. Navy 
responded by launching Operation Praying Mantis, its biggest 
surface combat action since World War II. 

Half a dozen U.S. warships in two separate Surface 
Action Groups moved in to destroy two Iranian oil platforms. 
The Iranians responded by sending armed speedboats, frigates 
and F-4 aircraft to fire at the U.S. warships. 

In defending themselves, the American vessels sank at 
least three Iranian speedboats, one gunboat and one frigate; 
other Iranian ships and aircraft were damaged. The only major 
U.S. loss occurred when a Marine Corps Sea Cobra helicopter 
crashed, apparently by accident, killing two crewmen. 

The war all but ended less than three months later when 
the guided missile cruiser USS Vincennes mistakenly fired a 
surface-to-air missile at an Iranian passenger airliner that it 
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had mistaken for a fighter jet. The plane was destroyed and 
290 people killed. Although this was an accident, the Iranian 
regime was convinced that Washington was escalating the 
conflict and decided to reach a truce with Iraq. 

The greatest loss suffered by U.S. forces during this 
whole conflict occurred in 1987 when an Iraqi aircraft fired an 
Exocet missile that hit the frigate USS Stark, killing 37 Sailors 
and injuring 21. (Saddam Hussein claimed this was an 
accident.) 

The Iranians had little to show for their efforts: Lloyd's of 
London estimated that the Tanker War resulted in damage to 
546 commercial vessels and the deaths of 430 civilian 
mariners but many of those losses were caused by Iraq, not 
Iran. While these attacks temporarily disrupted the free 
passage of oil, they did not come close to closing the strait. 

Despite the unveiling of a new antiship cruise missile 
called the Qader, Iran's conventional naval and air forces—on 
display during the Veleyat 90 naval exercises in the Persian 
Gulf which ended Monday— are still no match for the U.S. 
and its allies in the region. The U.S. alone has in the area two 
carrier strike groups, an expeditionary strike force (centered 
around an amphibious assault ship that is in essence a small 
aircraft carrier), and numerous land-based aircraft at bases 
such as Al Udied in Qatar, Al Dafra in the United Arab 
Emirates, and Isa Air Base in Bahrain. The U.S. and our Arab 
allies (which are equipped with a growing array of modern 
American-made equipment such as F-15s and F-16s) could 
use overwhelming force to destroy Iran's conventional naval 
forces in very short order. 

Iran's real ability to disrupt the flow of oil lies in its 
asymmetric war-fighting capacity. Iran has thousands of 

mines(and any ship that can carry a mine is by definition a 
mine-layer), a small number of midget submarines, thousands 
of small watercraft that could be used in swarm attacks, and 
antiship cruise missiles. If the Iranians lay mines, it will take a 
significant amount of time to clear them. It took several 
months to clear all mines after the Tanker War, but a much 
shorter period to clear safe passages through the Persian Gulf 
to and from oil shipping terminals. 

Antiship cruise missiles are mobile, yet those can also be 
found and destroyed. Yono submarines are short-duration 
threats—they eventually have to come to port for resupply, 
and when they do they will be sitting ducks. U.S. forces may 
take losses, as they did with the hits on the USS Stark and 
Samuel B. Roberts, but they will prevail and in fairly short 
order. 

The Iranians must realize that the balance of forces does 
not lie in their favor. By initiating hostilities they risk 
American retaliation against their most prized assets—their 
covert nuclear-weapons program. The odds are good, then, 
that the Iranians will not follow through on their saber-rattling 
threats. 

But this heated rhetoric does suggest how worried the 
Iranians are about the potential impact of fresh sanctions on 
their oil industry. All the more reason for the Europeans to 
proceed with those sanctions. 

Mr. Russell, a Navy captain, is a visiting fellow at the 
Council on Foreign Relations. In 2010-2011 he was chief of 
staff to U.S. Navy Central Command/Fifth Fleet in Bahrain. 
Mr. Boot is a senior fellow in national security studies at the 
council. 
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34. Stolen Valor Act Should Stand 
(NAVY TIMES 09 JAN 12) ... Editorial 

A growing army of veterans advocates and legal experts 
is urging the Supreme Court to affirm that lying about 
receiving military medals is a crime. 

The high court in early 2012 will hear an appeal from 
Xavier Alvarez, a California man who, while seeking a seat on 
a local board, falsely claimed he had served in the Marines 
and been awarded the Medal of Honor. 

Alvarez was convicted of violating the 2005 Stolen Valor 
Act and given three years’ probation. Now he wants his 
conviction overturned because, he claims, the law denies free-
speech rights and is unconstitutional. 

In other words, he claims a First Amendment right to lie 
about being a war hero. 

That is as baseless as his claim to military valor. Falsely 
portraying oneself as a war hero to gain an edge in an election 
is a fraud on unsuspecting voters. 

“This case is about theft,” 25 military associations wrote 
in a “friend of the court” brief. “Alvarez and others like him 
have misappropriated for their own benefit an unearned share 
of the two centuries’ worth of goodwill and prestige associated 
with American military awards.” That goodwill and prestige 
have roots in the earliest days of the republic. In fact, they 
were succinctly defined by no less a military hero than Gen. 
George Washington. 

In an order issued in the waning days of the 
Revolutionary War establishing the “Honorary Badge of 
Military Merit,” Washington prominently included this 
passage: “Should any who are not entitled to these honors 
have the insolence to assume the badges of them, they shall be 
severely punished.” When the Supreme Court hears this case 
Feb. 22, Washington’s 280th birthday, it should heed the 
words of the original commander in chief and uphold the 
constitutionality of the Stolen Valor Act. 
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35. Ignore Iranian Bluster And Keep World Shipping Lanes Open 
(WASHINGTON EXAMINER 03 JAN 12) ... Editorial 

Iran's mullahs must be getting increasingly worried that 
somebody is about to launch a military strike on their nuclear 
bomb development facilities or to impose genuinely tough 
sanctions that will bring their oil exports to a standstill. 

Such sanctions, if actually enforced, would cripple Iran's 
economy and possibly bring on an intolerable level of civil 
unrest. How else to explain the statement from Gen. Ataollah 
Salehi, head of Iran's military forces, in which he warned the 
United States not to send the USS John C. Stennis and its 
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support vessels back into the Persian Gulf for any reason. "We 
warn this ship, which is considered a threat to us, not to come 
back, and we do not repeat our words twice," Salehi was 
quoted as saying by the Iranian Students News. 

We think former U.S. Ambassador to the U.N. John 
Bolton was right when he told The Washington Examiner 
yesterday that "Iran is still trying to intimidate the White 
House and Europe because of concern over a possible Israeli 
attack on its nuclear weapons program. The U.S. should 
disregard the Iranian bluster, and conduct operations in the 
Gulf region as it deems appropriate." There is also this fact, 
noted by former deputy undersecretary of defense Jed Babbin: 
"It would be an act of war for Iran to interfere with our 
exercise of freedom of the seas. American ships can, and 
should, go anywhere international waters are deep enough for 
them to sail." 

So, Salehi's bluster likely is just that because he and 
everybody else in the Middle East knows Iran's naval forces 
would quickly cease to exist as a result of an engagement with 
the Stennis task force. For decades, America has maintained 
sufficient military strength in the waters of the region in order 
to keep international shipping lanes open to all countries. That 
includes the strategically critical Strait of Hormuz, the narrow 

channel at the southern terminus of the gulf through which a 
fifth of the world's ocean-going commerce passes. Iran 
periodically threatens to close the strait in response to real and 
imagined threats. 

The key fact is that all of these calculations depend upon 
the maintenance of a U.S. military capable of projecting 
whatever force is required to protect international commerce, 
including the power to neutralize hostile forces from Iran or 
elsewhere. And there are grave doubts about how much longer 
such forces will be available to U.S. officials. Secretary of 
Defense Leon Panetta is expected later this week to make 
public his proposal for implementing nearly $500 billion in 
defense spending cuts over the next decade. 

Experts agree that those reductions will significantly 
reduce U.S. military capabilities, but there is disagreement 
about the consequences, especially if further cuts are 
mandated following the 2012 election. It should not be 
forgotten that whenever there is a crisis anywhere in the 
world, the first question often asked by an American president 
is "where are the carriers." Iran's latest saber-rattling should 
remind Americans that we dare not risk a world in which the 
answer to that question is "in the scrap yard, Mr. President." 
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36. Defense Boost Ends Tokyo Drift 
Japan rethinks the value of a "peace constitution" in an increasingly unstable region. 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 04 JAN 12) ... Michael Auslin 

Has Japan finally been mugged by reality? 
Several policy moves in the past month suggest Tokyo 

has been rudely awakened to the dangers of an increasingly 
volatile region and is actually doing something about it. By 
pledging to buy advanced stealth aircrafts and starting to fight 
back against cyberwarfare, Japan is telling the world that it has 
figured out good intentions are no insurance against the 
destabilizing actions of aggressive regimes. It is an apt lesson 
for a troubled time in Asia and a lesson America's leaders 
should learn. 

The new year opened with the news that Tokyo is 
developing a virus to disable computers used by cyber 
attackers. This comes after an unidentified hacker broke into 
the systems of defense contractor Mitsubishi Heavy Industries 
earlier this year, stealing sensitive information on military 
programs and nuclear power plants. In December, the upper 
house of Parliament was hacked by addresses originating in 
China. Ironically, the company entrusted by the government 
with developing the cyber counterattack, Fujitsu, was itself 
penetrated this past fall, leading to a crash in service at more 
than 200 local government websites. 

Secondly, the Noda administration announced in 
December a long-awaited relaxation of the ban on arms 
exports, which also served to choke off joint development of 
weapons systems. While a number of restrictions will remain, 
Japan will be able to move ahead with foreign cooperative 
development of some defensive systems, as it has been doing 
with the U.S. on the SM-3 missile interceptor. 

Finally, in a widely noticed decision, the government said 
it would purchase the stealthy fifth-generation F-35 as its next 
frontline fighter. Many observers doubted Japan would agree 
to the hefty cost of buying and maintaining an unproven 
fighter, but it may provide a useful technological edge for the 

Air Self-Defense Forces for decades to come. If the F-35 lives 
up to its billing, Japan will become part of an informal allied 
air corps in Asia—flying the same plane and able to cooperate 
more closely with the U.S., Australia and South Korea. 

These actions, taken together, are a notable swerve away 
from a decades-long adherence to the country's postwar "peace 
constitution." Over the years, successive governments tied 
themselves up in knots trying to present as nonprovocative a 
military posture as possible. Few laws restricting overseas 
activities were passed, but poor interpretations of general 
principles left policy makers isolated on the world stage. 

Most notoriously, a cabinet interpretation denying the 
right of collective self-defense, even while upholding the 
principle, prevented the natural evolution of an alliance with 
the U.S. and resulted in tortuous Diet deliberations every time 
Self-Defense Forces were to be sent abroad. Similarly, the 
1967 ban on arms exports was meant to prevent military items 
from being sent to belligerents, but wound up as a 
comprehensive ban blocking aid to smaller nations or other 
democracies. That same year, the Cabinet adopted an informal 
rule to limit defense spending to 1% of GDP. 

Nonaggression as the nation's highest principle was most 
starkly shown in Japan's refusal to contribute forces to the 
1991 war against Iraq after it invaded oil-rich Kuwait, despite 
the fact that Japan depended on the Middle East for over 90% 
of its oil. 

Such an Alice-in-Wonderland position could exist only 
under the firm umbrella of the U.S. alliance. Washington's 
promise to use all means at its disposal, including nuclear 
weapons, to protect Japan's sovereignty relieved Tokyo of the 
need for serious defense planning. It forewent an effective 
national defense and the type of regional partnerships that 
would have allowed it to play a larger role in the strategic 
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environment in Asia as China grew and North Korea 
developed nuclear weapons. 

Despite this attitude, the island nation maintained a fairly 
large and advanced military, as a $40 billion annual defense 
budget was no problem for what was long the world's second 
largest economy. A strong Maritime Self-Defense Force was 
matched by an air force with leading fighters. But the military 
spent decades without any foreign deployments. It was left 
without experience and without the real power projection 
capabilities expected of a liberal nation dependent on freedom 
of navigation and regional stability for its prosperity. 

By the late-1990s, geostrategic reality was crashing down 
on Japan's weak security posture. China was emerging as a 
contentious regional power, buying dozens of submarines and 
advanced fighters. And in 1998, North Korea launched a 
multi-stage ballistic missile over Japanese territory. This 
galvanized national fears and led to the country spending 
upwards of a billion dollars annually on ballistic missile 
defenses by the mid-2000s. Yet overall defense spending since 
1999 has stayed flat or declined slightly, meaning that fewer 

new weapons systems are being bought due to missile defense 
eating up the budget. 

Now, however, Tokyo seems to be connecting the dots. 
Leaders worry the U.S. military will not remain a credible 
force in coming decades in light of planned budget cuts, and 
have seen Washington's repeated outreach to China, North 
Korea and even Iran rebuffed. More countries have more 
powerful weapons and there is less confidence in diplomatic 
mechanisms to keep peace. In response, last year's National 
Defense Program Guidelines codified a strategic change to 
"active defense" and closer integration with the U.S. But only 
by putting meat on the bones will Japan prove its seriousness 
about defending itself and playing a bigger role in the 
community of liberal nations promoting stability in Asia. 
Looking forward, policies like the ban on collective self-
defense will have to be reassessed. 

Dealing with unfriendly neighbors is never fun. But if the 
result is a more realistic approach to threats on the horizon, 
then the ordeal will lead to a safer Japan and a safer Asia. 

Mr. Auslin is the director of Japan Studies at the 
American Enterprise Institute. 
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37. Crosses And The Constitution 
(LOS ANGELES TIMES 04 JAN 12) ... Editorial 

The military, like any other government agency, cannot 
allow people to install large religious symbols wherever they 
want on public property. Once in place for any length of time, 
those symbols (and usually that means a cross) tend to be seen 
as established markers, and proposals to remove them are 
wrongly viewed as anti-religion and, specifically, anti-
Christian. 

That's what has happened yet again after two large crosses 
were set on a hill at Camp Pendleton. One was erected in 2003 
by Marines who would later be killed in the Iraq war. That 
cross burned down in 2007 but was replaced a year later. 
Pendleton higher-ups should have foreseen that allowing the 
crosses to stay would have led to another one, placed there 
two months ago on Veterans Day without permission. Now 
groups that advocate for the separation of church and state are 
complaining that the crosses should come down, while others 
are arguing for them to remain as a memorial to Marines who 
have died. 

The cross is widely used in this country to commemorate 
the dead; in Camp Pendleton, the hill adorned with crosses has 
become a cherished spot for men and women in uniform to 
honor their fallen comrades, bringing notes, dog tags and other 
memorabilia. But the fact remains that the cross is an 

inherently religious symbol. Those who claim it is merely a 
sign of mourning, not one that evokes one religion over others, 
should imagine how they would feel if a symbol of Islam or 
Judaism were placed on the hillside instead. 

Ironically, there's another large cross on the Camp 
Pendleton base -- one that many of the Marines there don't 
even know about -- that does have legitimate reason to exist 
on its own. At the northern end of the camp, a white cross was 
planted on a bluff to mark the site of the spring below it where 
the first baptism in California is believed to have taken place 
in 1769. In that case, the public interest is historic, and the 
history is inextricably interwoven with Christianity. 

That's not the situation with the two newer crosses at the 
Marine base, which shouldn't have been allowed without a 
plan for a more universal memorial site. One course of action 
that would allow the new crosses to remain would be to invite 
Marines of other religious beliefs to add their own symbols to 
the hill. That would ensure the separation of church and state 
while also being sensitive to the sense of loss suffered by 
those in the armed services. It would create a place where all 
people in uniform can remember the sacrifices made by so 
many. 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Obama Puts His Stamp On Strategy For A Leaner Military 
(NEW YORK TIMES 05 JAN 12) ... Elisabeth Bumiller, Thom Shanker 

WASHINGTON — President Obama has for the first time put his own stamp on an all-encompassing American military policy 
by turning from the grinding ground wars that he inherited from the Bush administration and refocusing on what he described as a 
smaller, more agile force across Asia, the Pacific and the Middle East. 

 
2. Pentagon Braces For A Future Of Shrinking Forces 
Obama Announces New, Leaner Military Approach 
(WASHINGTON POST 06 JAN 12) ... Craig Whitlock and Greg Jaffe 

The U.S. military will steadily shrink the Army and Marine Corps, reduce forces in Europe and probably make further cuts to the 
nation’s nuclear arsenal, the Obama administration said Thursday in a preview of how it intends to reshape the armed forces after a 
decade of war. 

 
3. 31st Annual Stockdale Leadership Awards Presented By CNO 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 05 JAN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Shannon Burns, Defense Media Activity - Navy 

WASHINGTON -- The chief of naval operations presented the Vice Adm. James B. Stockdale Leadership Award to two 
commanders at the Pentagon in the Hall of Heroes Jan. 5. 

 

CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
4. Rear Admiral Faller Aboard USS John C. Stennis 
(YOUTUBE 05 JAN 12) ... U.S. Navy 

The latest video from USS John C. Stennis (CVN 74). Rear Adm. Faller delivers a message to family and friends in response to 
recent news from the region. 

 
5. Israel and U.S. to Stage Major Defense Drill 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 05 JAN 12) ... Ian Deitch 

JERUSALEM — The Israeli military is gearing up together with U.S. forces for a major missile defense exercise, the Israeli 
military announced Thursday, as tension between Iran and the international community escalates. 

 
6. Lincoln Carrier Strike Group Arrives in Thailand for Port Visit 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 06 JAN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist Seaman K. Ashley Lawrence, Carrier Strike Group 9 Public 
Affairs 

LEAM CHEBANG, Thailand -- The aircraft carrier USS Abraham Lincoln (CVN 72), accompanied by the guided-missile cruiser 
Cape St. George (CG 71), arrived in Leam Chebang, Thailand, for a port visit, Jan. 6. 

 
7. Reagan Departure Now At Sunset Friday 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 05 JAN 12) ... Jeanette Steele 

The Navy aircraft carrier Ronald Reagan will depart North Island Naval Air Station early Friday evening, not in the morning as 
earlier expected. 

 

GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
8. U.K. Defense Chief Urges U.S. To Maintain Tight NATO Ties 
(DEFENSE NEWS 05 JAN 12) ... Andrew Chuter and Kate Brannen 

LONDON and WASHINGTON - Just before the Pentagon unveiled a new military strategy that emphasizes a shift in focus 
toward the Asia-Pacific region, Britain's Defense Secretary Phillip Hammond urged the U.S. government to maintain the strength of 
its commitment to the NATO alliance. 
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9. Preparation For Vigilance Against China 
U.S. warships visit Sakishima Islands, Okinawa one after another. Officially, purpose of port visits is for 
“goodwill” but… 
(MAINICHI SHIMBUN 05 JAN 12) 

Many U.S. warships are recently visiting not only the U.S. Navy’s six important civilian ports but also the Sakijima Islands, 
Okinawa Prefecture. The U.S. Navy’s official explanation of the purpose of their port visits is for “goodwill,” but Japanese 
government officials are saying, “In response to China’s advance into the sea, the U.S. Navy is trying to confirm if these ports can be 
used if needed.” The U.S. Forces preparation for emergency is being conducted while local governing bodies and residents are not 
aware. Even from the viewpoint of protecting citizens, the way of the information disclosure is called into question. 

 
10. Chinese Aircraft Carrier To Be Commissioned 'Soon' 
(CHOSUN ILBO (S. KOREA) 05 JAN 12) 

China's first aircraft carrier is likely to be commissioned officially early this year, according to press reports. Phoenix Satellite TV 
in Hong Kong on Wednesday quoted Jingbao Yuekan magazine as reporting the 67,000-ton retrofitted Soviet carrier "qualified to be 
officially commissioned as it solved technical problems concerning takeoff and landing of aircraft on the ship through three test 
voyages." 

 
11. Iran To Hold New Naval Exercises 
Iran To Hold New Naval Drill In The Strait Of Hormuz In February 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 06 JAN 12) ... Nasser Karimi 

TEHRAN, Iran — Iran's Revolutionary Guards will hold new naval exercises in the strategic Strait of Hormuz in February, the 
semiofficial Fars news agency reported. 

 
12. U.K. Signals Ready To Use Force To Keep Strait Open 
(REUTERS 05 JAN 12) ... Adrian Croft 

LONDON - Britain on Thursday signaled its readiness to use military force if necessary to keep the Strait of Hormuz open, 
warning Iran not to miscalculate over the West's determination to prevent disruption to the key shipping route. 

 
13. U.K. 'Must Clarify Shipping Guard Rules' 
(DEFENCE MANAGEMENT (UK) 05 JAN 12) 

The government must clarify the rules of engagement for armed guards operating on British-flagged merchant ships transiting the 
Gulf of Aden and Indian Ocean, a group of MPs has said. 

 
14. Turkey Authorizes Initial Purchase Of 2 F-35s 
(DEFENSE NEWS 05 JAN 12) ... Umit Enginsoy and Burak Ege Bekdil 

ANKARA - Turkey's top decision-making body Jan. 5 paved the way for the country's formal participation in a U.S.-led program 
for the production of next-generation F-35 Lightning II fighter aircraft. 

 

PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
15. Pentagon Plan Will Affect Personnel; Details To Come In Budget Request 
(GOVERNMENT EXECUTIVE 05 JAN 12) ... Amanda Palleschi 

A strategy to downsize the Pentagon's budget over the next decade unveiled by Obama administration officials Thursday deferred 
details about possible reductions in military salaries and benefits, but the Defense Department made clear the new approach would 
include reductions affecting personnel. 

 
16. New Campaign Asks "Who Will Stand Your Watch?" 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 05 JAN 12) ... Navy Personnel Command Public Affairs 

MILLINGTON, Tenn. -- Navy Alcohol and Drug Abuse Prevention (NADAP) office has launched a new substance abuse 
prevention campaign designed to educate Sailors of the negative impact substance abuse can have on a Sailor's family, shipmates, and 
career, officials said Jan. 4. 

 
17. Holly Petraeus: 'Under Water' Home Loans Force Families Apart 
(STARS AND STRIPES 05 JAN 12) ... Tom Philpott 

Many military homeowners who saw their homes plummet in value in the financial crisis still can’t get relief from “under water” 
mortgages that leave families owing more to loan servicers than their homes are worth. 
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18. Rules Restrict Political Activity By DOD Personnel 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 05 JAN 12) ... Donna Miles 

WASHINGTON, Jan. 5, 2012 – With election activity steadily picking up, defense officials are in the process of issuing regular 
election-year guidance to remind military and Defense Department civilians that they're subject to rules regulating their involvement 
in political activities. 

 
19. In San Diego, PTSD Relief May Be In An Injection 
(KPCC PUBLIC RADIO PASADENA 05 JAN 12) 

Insomnia. Nightmares. Flashbacks. Thoughts of suicide. These all can be symptoms of post traumatic stress disorder, the term 
used to describe how some people react after they've been exposed to severe trauma. 

 
20. Chief of Navy's Chaplain Corps Visits USS Essex 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 06 JAN 12) ... Ensign Alexander Petit 

SASEBO, Japan -- The Chief of Navy Chaplains, Rear Adm. Mark L. Tidd visited the forward-deployed amphibious assault ship 
USS Essex (LHD 2), Jan. 6. 

 
21. Navy Man Shoots Self Accidentally 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 05 JAN 12) ... Pauline Repard 

PACIFIC BEACH — A Navy SEAL accidentally shot himself in the head early Thursday morning in Pacific Beach, and was on 
life support at a hospital, San Diego police said. 

 

FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
22. U.S. Strategy Boosts Navy Subs, Programs 
(AVIATION WEEK 05 JAN 12) ... Michael Fabey 

The new set of Pentagon priorities discussed Jan. 5 by President Barack Obama and Defense Secretary Leon Panetta includes 
provisions that will likely bolster U.S. naval forces — but possibly dampen service plans for some proposed fleet upgrades. 

 
23. New Pentagon Blueprint Smaller, Asia-Focused 
Leak: Navy's 11 carriers protected, F-35 to be delayed 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 05 JAN 12) ... Jeanette Steele 

The blueprint for the new U.S. military released by the Pentagon Thursday offered themes but little detail on troop reductions – 
information that officials said will come when the White House releases its proposed budget in coming weeks. 

 
24. New Pentagon Strategy Calls For Smaller Nuclear Forces 
(DEFENSE DAILY 06 JAN 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

The Pentagon's strategic review unveiled yesterday calls for a smaller nuclear force but one that will not compromise an effective 
deterrence against potential adversaries, according to a top DoD official. 

 
25. Budget Cuts Won't Hit Unmanned Systems, Panetta Says 
(DEFENSE DAILY 06 JAN 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

Defense Secretary Leon Panetta said yesterday that funding for unmanned systems will be unchanged and in some cases 
increased, even as the Pentagon braces for some of its sharpest reductions in spending since the end of the Cold War. 

 

BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
26. Good News Now. Bad News Later? 
Early plan makes it appear the Army, not the Navy, will bear the brunt of coming budget cuts. A long-term 
focus on the Asia-Pacific region may not bode well for the Atlantic-based fleet. 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 06 JAN 12) ... Bill Bartel 

A new national defense strategy outlined Thursday by the Obama administration - which puts a greater emphasis on mobile 
platforms such as Navy ships, smaller elite units such as SEALs, and more high-tech defense systems - appears to bode well for 
Hampton Roads. 

 
27. Shielded From Worst Of Pentagon Cuts? 
Defense Department unveils vision for smaller military 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 05 JAN 12) ... Jeanette Steele 

President Barack Obama and Defense Secretary Leon Panetta on Thursday unveiled their vision for a smaller military — one with 
fewer ground troops and capable of no more than one major conventional war at a time. 
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28. Military To Be Pared, But Not Necessarily In Kitsap 
(KITSAP (WA) 05 JAN 12) ... Ed Friedrich 

BREMERTON — President Obama and top military brass published their guidelines Thursday to strategically cut billions of 
dollars from the defense budget over the next decade. It looks like the Northwest Navy could avoid most of the lopping. 

 
29. Okinawa Accepts Additional Documents For Gov't Report On U.S. Base 
(KYODO NEWS 06 JAN 12) 

NAHA -- Okinawa Prefecture accepted additional documents from the Defense Ministry on Friday, completing requirements for a 
key environmental impact assessment report submitted earlier on the long-stalled relocation of the U.S. Marine Corps' Futenma Air 
Station within the prefecture. 

 
30. USS Narcissus, Civil War Shipwreck Off Egmont Key, Could Become Florida's 12th Underwater 
Preserve 
(TAMPA BAY TIMES 05 JAN 12) ... Jodie Tillman 

TAMPA — The Civil War tugboat was named for a mythological Greek youth mesmerized by his own reflection in a pool. But 
for 146 years, the USS Narcissus has lingered out of view, an underwater graveyard for the nearly two dozen Navy men who died 
when the ship sank during a storm. 

 

NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
31. Panetta: Cyber Warfare Could Paralyze U.S. 
(CBS NEWS 05 JAN 12) ... Scott Pelley 

Back in 2010, the Pentagon established cyber command to wage war and defend America's computer systems. It's a top priority 
for Secretary of Defense Leon Panetta. In an interview for "60 Minutes," CBS Evening News anchor Scott Pelley spoke with Panetta 
while he was touring the Middle East last month, flying in a command post that's rigged to conduct nuclear war if need be. The 
Secretary told CBS News cyber war is one of his biggest worries. 

 
32. Defense Technology To Grow Despite Pentagon Budget Cuts 
(NEXTGOV 05 JAN 12) ... Bob Brewin 

As the Defense Department slashes its budget by at least $487 billion in 10 years, technology investment is one of the few areas 
that will continue to grow, according to a new military strategy that President Obama and Pentagon officials released Thursday. 

 
33. Coast Guard Acquisition Chief: Deepwater Dead 
(FEDERAL TIMES 05 JAN 12) ... Sarah Chacko 

The Coast Guard’s acquisition chief has officially declared the multibillion-dollar Deepwater acquisition plan as dead. 
 

34. Tricare Soon May Cover Substance Treatments 
(NAVY TIMES 05 JAN 12) ... Patricia Kime 

The Defense Department is proposing to allow Tricare to pay for medical treatment and therapy programs using drug substitution 
therapy. 

 
35. U.S. Proposes Regulating Face, Hand Transplants 
'It's a huge step forward in the right direction' 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 05 JAN 12) ... Marilynn Marchione 

The government wants to start regulating face and hand transplants just as kidneys, hearts and other organs are now, with waiting 
lists, a nationwide system to match and distribute body parts and donor testing to prevent deadly infections. 

 
36. Bin Laden Film Spurs Inquiry 
The Pentagon wonders if director and writer received classified information. 
(LOS ANGELES TIMES 06 JAN 12) ... Ken Dilanian 

WASHINGTON -- Did the Obama administration release classified information to Hollywood notables for a film about the 
operation that killed Osama bin Laden, a Sony Pictures movie slated for release late this year? 
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OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
37. Why A One-War Posture For The U.S. Military Will Work 
(WASHINGTON POST 06 JAN 12) ... Michael O’Hanlon 

For six decades the United States has planned for the capacity to conduct two nearly simultaneous major ground-combat 
operations. During the Cold War, one of those campaigns was assumed to be an all-out struggle against the Warsaw Pact in Europe, 
the other a conflict in Asia. Since the Cold War, defense secretaries Dick Cheney, Les Aspin, William Perry, William Cohen, Donald 
Rumsfeld and Robert Gates have adopted some variant of this framework as well. It is time for a change. 

 
38. A Leaner Pentagon 
(NEW YORK TIMES 06 JAN 12) ... Editorial 

With his new defense strategy, President Obama has put forward a generally pragmatic vision of how this country will organize 
and deploy its military in the 21st century, while also addressing its deep fiscal problems. 

 
39. America's New Lean Fighting Machine 
Facing tighter budgets, the Defense Department outlines a new strategy for America's military. 
(LOS ANGELES TIMES 06 JAN 12) ... Editorial 

Budgetary necessity may have been the mother of President Obama's reinvention of military strategy, but that doesn't mean the 
change is reckless or even imprudent. After the U.S. withdrawal from Iraq and with the winding down of the American presence in 
Afghanistan, it's time for new thinking. 

 
40. Obama's Defense Drawdown 
Entitlements begin to crowd out the American military. 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 06 JAN 12) ... Editorial 

President Obama yesterday put in a rare appearance at the Pentagon, flanked by the four service chiefs and his Secretary of 
Defense. Saying that now is the time to cash in a peace dividend, he unveiled plans for a significantly slimmed-down military. This 
dance was choreographed to convey strength. Everything else about it showed how domestic entitlements are beginning to squeeze the 
U.S. military. 

 
41. Pentagon Plan Changes Game In Asia 
(GLOBAL TIMES (CHINA) 06 JAN 12) ... Editorial 

The Pentagon issued a new defense plan on Thursday. The new strategy reduces defense spending in the next 10 years, ends the 
policy of maintaining constant strength to fight two wars at once and prepares the US to fight one war while waging a holding 
operation elsewhere against a second threat. 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Obama Puts His Stamp On Strategy For A Leaner Military 
(NEW YORK TIMES 05 JAN 12) ... Elisabeth Bumiller, Thom Shanker 

WASHINGTON — President Obama has for the first 
time put his own stamp on an all-encompassing American 
military policy by turning from the grinding ground wars that 
he inherited from the Bush administration and refocusing on 
what he described as a smaller, more agile force across Asia, 
the Pacific and the Middle East. 

In an unusual appearance at the Pentagon briefing room 
on Thursday, Mr. Obama outlined a new national defense 
strategy driven by three realities: the winding down of a 
decade of war in Iraq and Afghanistan, a fiscal crisis 
demanding hundreds of billions of dollars in Pentagon budget 
cuts and a rising threat from China and Iran. 

A fourth reality, not mentioned in the briefing room, was 
Mr. Obama’s re-election campaign and the chorus of 
Republican presidential candidates who have sought to portray 
him as decimating the Pentagon budget and being weak in his 
response to Iran. 

Mr. Obama, who spoke surrounded by a tableau of the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff in dress uniforms and with chests full of 
medals, underscored the national security successes of his 
administration — the ending of the Iraq war, the killing of 
Osama bin Laden and the ouster of Col. Muammar el-Qaddafi 
of Libya — before declaring that the United States would 
downsize to a smaller ground force, get rid of “outdated cold 
war-era systems” and step up investments in intelligence-
gathering and cyberwarfare. 

He also said, in what seemed aimed at the Republicans as 
well as the Defense Department officials in the room, that “our 
military will be leaner, but the world must know the United 
States is going to maintain our military superiority.” 

Despite the pageantry, many elements of the new strategy 
had a “back to the future” quality and echoed the goals of a 
smaller but more technically proficient military advanced by 
Defense Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld before the Sept. 11 
attacks. Those plans were soon overtaken by the need to build 
up ground forces for the kind of conventional wars that the 
Pentagon had not envisioned a decade ago. 

“Conventionally it makes perfect sense to avoid fighting 
worst-case wars,” said Anthony H. Cordesman, a military 
analyst at the Center for Strategic and International Studies. 
“But the 20th century, and even the 21st century, is a warning 
about how well anybody can do long-term forecasting. I have 
listened for decades to, ‘This time we’re going to be more 
efficient, this time we’re going to use technology.’“ 

Pentagon officials acknowledged the risks in a strategy 
that declares that American ground forces will no longer be 
large enough to conduct prolonged, large-scale 
counterinsurgency campaigns like those in Iraq and 
Afghanistan — Defense Secretary Leon E. Panetta has said 
the Army must shrink to 490,000 soldiers over the next 
decade, from 570,000 — and so said they were prepared to 
change course if required. 

In a briefing after Mr. Obama’s remarks, Adm. James A. 
Winnefeld Jr., the vice chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, 
said the new strategy embraced “reversibility” that would 
allow the Pentagon to avoid “departmental hubris.” In other 
words, the Defense Department would begin a slow build-

down of the Army that could be reversed and, in a national 
security emergency, it could order up a massive mobilization 
of the National Guard and Reserves. 

Other analysts said the strategy appeared good but that 
without the details — specifically, what kind of budget cuts it 
would result in — it was hard to judge. The specific cuts are to 
be made public in coming weeks. 

“It’s kind of an incomplete,” said Andrew F. Krepinevich 
Jr., a military expert at the Center for Strategic and Budgetary 
Assessments. “It’s like when you jump out of an aircraft with 
a parachute, the first five seconds are ‘so far, so good.’ But 
you’re still waiting for the chute to open.” 

White House and Pentagon officials said that Mr. Obama 
spent a substantial amount of time with military officials on 
the new strategy, which they defined as six meetings he had 
on the strategy with military leaders and regional commanders 
between September and late December. Although other 
presidents have been deeply immersed in military policy, for 
Mr. Obama the time commitment appears to signal an interest 
in a policy that turns the page from President George W. 
Bush’s wars. 

“Certainly it indicates a level of interest on the president’s 
part, over and above what we’ve seen from him before,” Mr. 
Krepinevich said. 

The new strategy document finally defines away the 
Defense Department’s historic requirement to have the ability 
to fight and win two wars at once — a measure that one 
official said “has been on life-support for years.” 

The strategy released under Mr. Obama in 2010 said the 
military was responsible for “maintaining the ability to prevail 
against two capable nation-state aggressors.” 

In contrast, the strategy released Thursday said the 
military must be able to fight one war, but is responsible only 
for “denying the objectives of — or imposing unacceptable 
costs on — an opportunistic aggressor in a second region.” 

Senior Pentagon officials said that viewing military 
requirements through something as static as the two-war 
model had become outdated, and that the true measurement 
was whether the Pentagon could field a force capable of 
carrying out a wide range of military actions to protect the 
nation’s interests. 

Pentagon officials made it clear that the department’s 
priorities in coming years would be financing for defense and 
offense in cyberspace, for Special Operations forces and for 
the broad area of intelligence, surveillance and 
reconnaissance. 

Broadcast Clip - U.S. Military Plan Casts Wary Eye 
At China 

(CBS NEWS 05 JAN 12) David Martin 
The Cold War is long over. The hot war in Iraq just 

ended. And America's future in Afghanistan is uncertain. 
Now the commander-in-chief has decided it's time for a 

major overhaul of the U.S. military. 
At the Pentagon on Thursday, President Obama 

announced plans for a "leaner" fighting force, while 
maintaining America's military superiority. 

View Clip (RT: 21:28) 
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View Document: “Sustaining U.S. Global Leadership: 
Priorities for 21st Century Defense" (PDF) 

View Clip (RT: 10:35) 
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2. Pentagon Braces For A Future Of Shrinking Forces 
Obama Announces New, Leaner Military Approach 
(WASHINGTON POST 06 JAN 12) ... Craig Whitlock and Greg Jaffe 

The U.S. military will steadily shrink the Army and 
Marine Corps, reduce forces in Europe and probably make 
further cuts to the nation’s nuclear arsenal, the Obama 
administration said Thursday in a preview of how it intends to 
reshape the armed forces after a decade of war. 

The downsizing of the Pentagon, prompted by the 
country’s dire fiscal problems, means that the military will 
depend more on coalitions with allies and avoid the large-scale 
counterinsurgency and nation-building operations that have 
marked the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan. 

Instead, the Pentagon will invest more heavily in Special 
Operations forces, which have a smaller footprint and require 
less money than conventional units, as well as drone aircraft 
and cybersecurity, defense officials said. The military will also 
shift its focus to Asia to counter China’s rising influence and 
North Korea’s unpredictability. Despite the end of the Iraq 
war, administration officials said they would keep a large 
presence in the Middle East, where tensions with Iran are 
worsening. 

The strategy review was unveiled by President Obama in 
a rare visit to the Pentagon, where he was flanked by Defense 
Secretary Leon E. Panetta, the Joint Chiefs and other officials 
who sought to project an image of undiminished military 
power even as they gird for an era of austerity that will 
necessitate a more restrained use of military force and more 
modest foreign policy goals. 

“Yes, our military will be leaner, but the world must 
know the United States is going to maintain our military 
superiority with armed forces that are agile, flexible and ready 
for the full range of contingencies and threats,” Obama said. 

Obama and Pentagon leaders said their new military 
strategy, contained in an eight-page document, will guide 
wrenching decisions on defense cutbacks. Details will be 
made public in the next few weeks as the White House 
finalizes its proposed federal budget for the next fiscal year. 

In a deficit-reduction deal reached with Congress in 
August, the White House agreed to cut projected defense 
spending over the next 10 years by about $480 billion, or 
about 8 percent of what the Pentagon had planned on. 

Although Pentagon officials have portrayed those cuts as 
painful, Obama said the defense budget is still expected to 
increase slightly — at about the rate of inflation — each year 
for the next decade. 

“I firmly believe, and I think the American people 
understand, that we can keep our military strong and our 
nation secure with a defense budget that continues to be larger 
than roughly the next 10 countries combined,” he said. 

What really worries Pentagon leaders, however, is that 
their fiscal problems might well be about to get worse. Under 
a separate deal with Congress, an additional $500 billion in 
defense cutbacks will be triggered unless lawmakers can agree 
on an alternative plan to trim the deficit by the end of the year. 

Gordon Adams, a former national security budget official 
in the Clinton administration, predicted that lawmakers would 

find a way to avoid that trigger, which Panetta has called a 
“doomsday” scenario for the Defense Department. 

But Adams said other defense cutbacks are likely as 
Congress tries to find ways to improve the national balance 
sheet. “That’s inevitable,” he said. “Only one shoe has fallen 
here. There’s another shoe to fall.” 

Some Republican lawmakers ripped Obama’s military 
strategy, saying it would weaken America’s standing in the 
world. “This is a lead-from-behind strategy for a left-behind 
America,” said Rep. Howard P. “Buck” McKeon (Calif.), 
chairman of the House Armed Services Committee. 

Republican contenders to run against Obama in 
November have also heightened their criticism of his national 
security record. But with the GOP reluctant to endorse higher 
taxes, some Republican candidates and legislators have said 
the defense budget should not be exempt from further cuts. 

In contrast to past Pentagon reviews, the new strategy 
offers some clear guidance to the military services about 
which missions to eliminate and which areas of the sprawling 
defense establishment to scale back. 

The approach recognizes that military and intelligence 
agencies will have to continue the battle against al-Qaeda and 
other global terrorist groups. But instead of using conventional 
Army and Marine Corps forces in long counterinsurgency 
wars, the Obama administration wants to focus more heavily 
on “tailored capabilities appropriate for counter-terrorism and 
irregular warfare.” 

The strategy does not formally reject the idea that U.S. 
military forces will be called on in the future to bring order to 
fractured societies in the developing world. But it suggests 
that any stability operations similar to those conducted during 
the past decade in Iraq and Afghanistan will be of short 
duration and have far more limited goals. 

“Nowhere in the document does it say we’re not going to 
fight land wars. It doesn’t say we’re never going to do stability 
operations,” said Army Gen. Martin E. Dempsey, chairman of 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff. “It’s a matter of scope and scale, 
time, risk, reversibility.” 

Obama insisted that any cuts to the military will not come 
at the expense of an expanding U.S. presence in Asia, which 
he dubbed a “critical region.” To pay for those increases, the 
strategy suggests a need for significant cuts to the size of U.S. 
military ground forces in Europe, which has been a major 
Army operation for decades. 

European allies, many confronting even more austere 
times than the United States, have been bracing for a reduction 
in the 80,000 U.S. military personnel stationed in Europe. 

British Defense Secretary Philip Hammond, who visited 
Washington on Thursday to meet with Panetta and other U.S. 
officials, said NATO countries will have to do more to pool 
their diminishing resources. 

“We Europeans need to reassure the U.S. that we are 
serious about defense,” Hammond said in a speech to the 
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Atlantic Council, a transatlantic think tank. “The U.S. need to 
reassure Europe that you are not going away.” 

Top Obama administration officials revealed few details 
about which weapons programs will be cut and how many 
troops will be pared. 

In the past decade, the Army has grown to about 570,000 
troops, up from 482,000 before the wars in Iraq and 
Afghanistan. Current plans call for the Army to shrink to 
about 520,000 troops, although senior Army leaders said they 
expect their forces to be cut further. 

The strategy document also foreshadows cutbacks in the 
size of the U.S. nuclear arsenal, stating: “It is possible that our 
deterrence goals can be achieved with a smaller nuclear 
force.” 

Defense officials declined to elaborate, but they said they 
would offer more information when they release next year’s 
proposed Pentagon budget. 

The United States has about 5,000 nuclear warheads in its 
arsenal. The New START nuclear pact with Russia, ratified by 
the Senate in December 2010, mandates that each country 

reduce the number of nuclear weapons deployed on long-
range missiles and bombers to 1,550. 

The Obama administration also signaled the scaling back 
of another Cold War strategic construct. For decades, the 
military has adhered to a policy of maintaining enough forces 
to fight two regional wars at once. The new strategy commits 
the Pentagon to being able to fight a single large-scale war 
while retaining enough forces to deter or impose 
“unacceptable costs on an opportunistic aggressor in a second 
region.” 

The strategy also cites the need for the Pentagon to trim 
personnel costs by reducing the amount of money the 
department spends on pay, health care and other benefits. 
Cutting those costs has been a major goal of the Pentagon for 
most of the past decade. But the effort has consistently run 
into a buzz saw on Capitol Hill, where lawmakers have 
resisted even small reductions to military pay and benefits. 

View Document: “Sustaining U.S. Global Leadership: 
Priorities for 21st Century Defense" (PDF) 
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3. 31st Annual Stockdale Leadership Awards Presented By CNO 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 05 JAN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Shannon Burns, Defense Media Activity - Navy 

WASHINGTON -- The chief of naval operations 
presented the Vice Adm. James B. Stockdale Leadership 
Award to two commanders at the Pentagon in the Hall of 
Heroes Jan. 5. 

Adm. Jonathan Greenert presented the annual award, 
which is presented to two active duty commanding officers 
below the rank of captain, to Cmdr. Gerald N. Miranda, 
representing the Pacific Fleet, and Cmdr. Robert B. Chadwick, 
representing the Atlantic Fleet. 

Miranda and Chadwick were presented the award due to 
their leadership, personal initiative and exemplary 
performance and contribution to the overall success of the 
operational units they command. 

"These men excelled in all areas in command," said 
Greenert. "They both said it was about getting a crew of good 
people that worked with them and inspired them." 

Greenert went on to describe the power behind the two 
successful commanding officers. He credited their spouses 
who, like all military husbands and wives, bear much of the 
burden of military service each day and keep their loved ones 
"in the channel and off the rocks." Beside every successful 
person, there is the support of a family, said Greenert. 

Miranda took command of the San Diego, Calif.-based 
USS Asheville (SSN 758) in August 2009. He has earned the 
Defense Meritorious Service Medal, the Meritorious Service 
Medal (two awards), the Joint Commendation Medal, the 
Navy Commendation Medal, the Navy Achievement Medal 
(two awards), and the Combat Action Ribbon. 

"How it came to be that I was chosen among a field of so 
many fine commanding officers is truly unbelievable," said 
Miranda. "Although my name is on the plaque, it's really a 
crew award. Without my courageous and dedicated crew this 
recognition would not be possible. Each and every Sailor 
onboard shares in this award's prestige; they are a group of 
ordinary men doing extraordinary things." 

Chadwick, who is currently serving as Deputy Executive 
Assistant to the Vice Chief of Naval Operations, reported 

aboard the Mayport, Fla.-based Roosevelt in November 2009. 
During his tour as the CO, Roosevelt deployed in support of 
operations off the east coast of Africa and was awarded the 
Battle "E" for 2010. He has earned the Defense Meritorious 
Service Medal, the Meritorious Medal (four awards), the Navy 
and Marine Corp Commendation Medal (four awards), the 
Joint Service Achievement Medal, and the Navy and Marine 
Corps Achievement medal. 

"Although this award is being presented to me I honestly 
feel as though it is a unit award," said Chadwick. "This award 
is for inspirational leadership and if that is true inspiration 
flowed both ways because I was inspired everyday by the 
Sailors of Roosevelt. I won't presume that I fully earned it the 
highest compliment I could receive would be that I was a 
commanding officer that Roosevelt's remarkable crew 
deserved and I accept this award on their behalf." 

Both awardees were nominated by their peers and were 
recommended by their fleet commanders for consideration by 
a panel of senior officers. The Stockdale Leadership is an 
annual award and is presented to two commissioned officers, 
one each from the Atlantic and Pacific Fleets who are on 
active duty below the grade of Captain who are in command 
of a single ship, submarine, aviation squadron, or operational 
warfare unit. It was established in honor of Vice Admiral 
James Bond Stockdale. His distinguished naval career 
symbolizes the highest standards of excellence in both 
personal example and leadership. Candidates must be 
nominated by their peers who themselves must be eligible for 
the award. 

Stockdale was a U.S. Naval Academy graduate and a 
pilot. In September 1965, he ejected out of his A-4E Skyhawk 
over North Vietnam and for eight years was held prisoner and 
was frequently tortured. In 1976, he received the Medal of 
Honor. He served as president of the Naval War College in 
Newport, R.I., from Oct. 1977 until August 1979. In 2005, 
Stockdale died and is buried at the Naval Academy in 
Annapolis, Md. 
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CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
4. Rear Admiral Faller Aboard USS John C. Stennis 
(YOUTUBE 05 JAN 12) ... U.S. Navy 

The latest video from USS John C. Stennis (CVN 74). 
Rear Adm. Faller delivers a message to family and friends in 
response to recent news from the region. 

View Clip (RT: 0:54) 
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5. Israel and U.S. to Stage Major Defense Drill 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 05 JAN 12) ... Ian Deitch 

JERUSALEM — The Israeli military is gearing up 
together with U.S. forces for a major missile defense exercise, 
the Israeli military announced Thursday, as tension between 
Iran and the international community escalates. 

The drill is called "Austere Challenge 12" and is designed 
to improve defense systems and cooperation between the U.S. 
and Israeli forces. It follows a 10-day Iranian naval exercise 
near the strategic Strait of Hormuz. 

Israel's military said the drill with the U.S. was planned 
long ago and is not tied to recent events. 

Both Israeli and U.S. officials said the exercise would be 
the largest-ever joint drill by the two countries. 

The Iranian war games came as the West was adopting 
new sanctions against Tehran over its nuclear program, 
charging it is making weapons. Iran insists its program is 
peaceful. 

Israel considers Iran a strategic threat because of its 
nuclear and missile programs and support of violent groups in 
Lebanon and Gaza, as well as frequent references by Iranian 
President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad to Israel's destruction. 

The Israeli military spokesman did not give a date for the 
drill Thursday, but a senior military official said it would be in 
the next few weeks. He said it would be the biggest missile 
defense drill ever held. He was speaking on condition of 
anonymity due to the sensitivity of the issue. 

The Israeli official said thousands of American and Israeli 
soldiers from different units would take part. He said the drill 
would test multiple Israeli and U.S. air defense systems 
against incoming missiles and rockets. Israel has deployed the 
"Arrow" system, jointly developed and funded with the U.S., 
designed to intercept Iranian missiles in the stratosphere, far 
from Israel. 

"The U.S. European Command and the Israel Defense 
Forces periodically conduct routine exercises in Israel," the 
Israeli military said in a statement. "U.S. European Command 
routinely works with partner nations to ensure their capacity to 
provide for their own security and, in the case of Israel, their 
qualitative military edge," it said. 

Thousands of U.S. and Israeli troops held a similar 
exercise in 2009, code-named Juniper Cobra 10, designed to 
test missile defense technology. 

Martin Van Creveld, a military historian at the Hebrew 
University of Jerusalem, said Thursday that the drill was 
intended not only to practice military maneuvers but also to 
pressure Iran. 

"Defending against an attack is not something that you 
improvise from today to tomorrow. it's something you have to 
prepare, you have to rehearse, you have to prepare for," Van 
Creveld said. "This, among other things, is an exercise to 
show Iran, the people in Tehran, that Israel and the United 
States are ready to counterattack," he said. 

U.S. Defense Secretary Leon Panetta previewed the 
exercise in a speech last month, saying it would be an example 
of unprecedented levels of defense cooperation that the 
Obama administration has achieved "to back up our 
unshakable commitment to Israel's security." 

Panetta said the drills will enhance the ability of the two 
military forces to operate together and test new ballistic 
missile and rocket defenses. "Those new capabilities are 
themselves a product of this unprecedented defense 
cooperation." 

Andrew J. Shapiro, assistant secretary of state for 
political-military affairs, said in a November speech that the 
upcoming exercise will be "by far the largest and the most 
significant exercise" involving the two nations. 
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6. Lincoln Carrier Strike Group Arrives in Thailand for Port Visit 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 06 JAN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist Seaman K. Ashley Lawrence, Carrier Strike Group 9 Public 
Affairs 

LEAM CHEBANG, Thailand -- The aircraft carrier USS 
Abraham Lincoln (CVN 72), accompanied by the guided-
missile cruiser Cape St. George (CG 71), arrived in Leam 
Chebang, Thailand, for a port visit, Jan. 6. 

While in Thailand, strike group Sailors will visit with the 
people of Thailand, experience the local culture and conduct a 
series of community service projects (COMSERVs) to further 
strengthen the relationship between the two countries. 

Cmdr. Denis Cox, Lincoln's chaplain, said the 
COMSERVs will be a great opportunity for CSG9 Sailors to 
get to know the people of Thailand. 

"Our Sailors will get to interact with the great institutions 
of Thailand and meet Thai people in their community," Cox 
said. "They'll get to know our Sailors for what they really are: 
servants, leaders and genuinely good people. And nothing will 
expose our Sailors to what it means to be Thai more than 
working on these projects." 
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For the COMSERVs, Sailors will paint schools, clean 
local temples and visit with children at an orphanage in 
Pattaya. 

Air Traffic Controller 1st Class Caleb R. Thomas, 
assigned to Lincoln, said he can't wait to go on one of the 
many Morale, Welfare and Recreation-sponsored tours that 
will be available to strike group Sailors in Thailand. In 
addition to historical sites such as Bangkok's Grand Palace 
and the ruins of Ayudhaya, Sailors will also have the 
opportunity to visit the Sriracha Tiger Zoo, ride elephants and 
have fun in Thailand's tropical rain forest. 

"I plan on having a great time in Thailand," Thomas said. 
"I can't wait to enjoy a few days relaxing on the beach and 
cable riding through the jungle." 

Ensign Deborah I. Frazier, assigned to Lincoln's combat 
systems department, said she is also looking forward to 
relaxing, and she wants to develop a firsthand appreciation for 
the rich heritage of Thailand. 

"Now that I have the chance to see their culture, I'd really 
love to see their temples," Frazier said. "We're incredibly 
lucky that we get to spend time here." 

Lincoln is in the 7th Fleet area of operations (AOO) as 
part of a deployment to the western Pacific and Indian Oceans 
en route to support coalition efforts in the 5th Fleet AOO. 
Thailand is the first port call of Lincoln's 2011-2012 
deployment. 

CSG 9 is comprised of the Nimitz-class aircraft carrier 
USS Abraham Lincoln (CVN 72), Carrier Air Wing (CVW) 2, 
the guided-missile cruiser USS Cape St. George (CG 71) and 
Destroyer Squadron (DESRON) 9, which includes the guided-
missile destroyers USS Momsen (DDG 92) and USS Sterett 
(DDG 104). 

Following deployment, Lincoln will change homeports 
from Everett, Wash., to Norfolk, Va., for a periodic refueling 
complex overhaul. 
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7. Reagan Departure Now At Sunset Friday 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 05 JAN 12) ... Jeanette Steele 

The Navy aircraft carrier Ronald Reagan will depart 
North Island Naval Air Station early Friday evening, not in the 
morning as earlier expected. 

A problem with a valve in the ship's seawater system will 
delay the departure, a spokeswoman said. 

Now, the flattop will sail out of the bay at about 5 p.m. -- 
just at sunset, making for possibly gorgeous photographs. 
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GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
8. U.K. Defense Chief Urges U.S. To Maintain Tight NATO Ties 
(DEFENSE NEWS 05 JAN 12) ... Andrew Chuter and Kate Brannen 

LONDON and WASHINGTON - Just before the 
Pentagon unveiled a new military strategy that emphasizes a 
shift in focus toward the Asia-Pacific region, Britain's Defense 
Secretary Phillip Hammond urged the U.S. government to 
maintain the strength of its commitment to the NATO alliance. 

Speaking Jan. 5 in Washington on his first visit to the 
United States since taking over for Liam Fox in October, 
Hammond said that "however pressing the growing 
importance of the Asia-Pacific region is to the United States, 
the alliance between the U.S. and the countries of Europe is, 
and will remain, of vital interest to both continents." 

Hammond said the growth in power and influence of 
other regions is a reason to strengthen the NATO alliance 
rather than weaken it. 

The speech to an audience at the Atlantic Council, an 
organization formed to promote trans-Atlantic cooperation, 
was delivered right before U.S. President Barack Obama took 
the stage in the Pentagon briefing room to announce a new 
strategy that envisions a smaller military with resources 
increasingly devoted to the Pacific. 

The eight-page strategy document says the United States 
remains committed to "bolstering the strength and vitality of 
NATO," but it also acknowledges that the strategic landscape 
in Europe has changed since NATO was first created and 
therefore the U.S. military posture must also evolve. 

"Most European countries are now producers of security 
rather than consumers of it," the document says. "Combined 
with the drawdown in Iraq and Afghanistan, this has created a 
strategic opportunity to rebalance the U.S. military investment 

in Europe, moving from a focus on current conflicts toward a 
focus on future capabilities." 

Hammond said he planned to meet with his U.S. 
counterpart, Leon Panetta, later that afternoon to discuss the 
new defense posture and the impact of the U.S. military 
spending cuts on trans-Atlantic relations. 

The strategy did not say how many U.S. troops could 
leave Europe, but some reports indicate 4,000 more may 
withdraw. 

"Of course reductions in U.S. troop numbers are not going 
to be welcomed by European allies, but I think we all 
understand the budget pressure the United States, like all of 
us, is under," Hammond said. 

NATO members also recognize the world is changing and 
that the United States may have to shift its strategic focus, he 
said. 

"I think Europe needs to respond in a mature way, not in a 
histrionic way," he said. 

The release of the strategy document did not include new 
programmatic details, including any information on potential 
changes to the F-35 Joint Strike Fighter, the Pentagon's largest 
and most expensive weapon program. The United Kingdom 
plans to buy the naval variant of the aircraft. 

Hammond said he is particularly concerned with what a 
delay to the program's schedule or a reduction to the U.S. buy 
could do to the aircraft's unit cost and availability. 

"We're already under some pressure from public opinion 
in the United Kingdom that we're going to have built and 
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launched [aircraft] carriers some years before we have the 
aircraft to fly off them," he said. 

His speech served to remind the United States of the 
importance of NATO as it makes its strategic transition toward 
Asia. 

At the same time, Hammond wanted to address comments 
made by Panetta and former U.S. Defense Secretary Robert 
Gates, who have both been critical of the unbalanced 
resources some European countries provide NATO and its 
operations. 

Although Afghanistan and Libya had shown what the 
alliance was capable of, the contributions of many alliance 
members fell short "in terms of capability, the balance of 
contributions and in terms of the will to deploy." 

In June, Gates said NATO had become a two-tiered 
alliance with some members shouldering the costs and 
participating in combat missions, while others enjoy the 
benefits of NATO membership without footing the bill or 
participating in difficult operations. 

Despite these shortcomings, Hammond said people need 
to be realistic. 

"Without strong economies and stable public finances, it 
is impossible to build and sustain in the long term the military 
capability required to project power and maintain defense," he 
said. "That is why today the debt crisis should probably be 
regarded as the greatest strategic threat to our nations." 

With defense budgets continuing to be cut by NATO 
members, he warned the situation would get worse before it 
got better. 

"Across the alliance, aggregate defense expenditure is 
certain to fall in the short term and, at best, recover slowly in 
the medium term," Hammond said. 

Part of the answer to NATO's capability woes in a time of 
austerity lies in a series of capacity enhancing measures. He 
recommended a thorough assessment of NATO's capabilities 
and then stacking these against its current ambitions. 

Such an analysis would provide the basis for choices 
regarding "greater pooling and sharing of capabilities; 
mission, role and geographic specialization; greater sharing of 
technology; cooperation on logistics; alignment of research-
and-development programs, and more collaborative training." 

The strategy document released by the Pentagon hinted at 
a similar approach. 

"In this resource-constrained era, we will also work with 
NATO allies to develop a 'Smart Defense' approach to pool, 
share, and specialize capabilities as needed to meet 21st 
century challenges," it says. 

Without more money, Hammond said the challenge was 
to maximize existing NATO capability. 

"Prioritizing ruthlessly, specializing aggressively and 
collaborating unsentimentally. ... With budgets so tight, allies 
need to revisit approaches and ideas that might previously 
have seemed politically unacceptable," said Hammond. 

Hammond also argued for greater cooperation with allies 
outside of NATO, naming Sweden, Australia, Qatar, the 
United Arab Emirates, Japan and South Korea. 

However, he said he is opposed to growing the alliance 
and rejected the idea that the European Union should be a 
member. 
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9. Preparation For Vigilance Against China 
U.S. warships visit Sakishima Islands, Okinawa one after another. Officially, purpose of port visits is for 
“goodwill” but… 
(MAINICHI SHIMBUN 05 JAN 12) 

Many U.S. warships are recently visiting not only the 
U.S. Navy’s six important civilian ports but also the Sakijima 
Islands, Okinawa Prefecture. The U.S. Navy’s official 
explanation of the purpose of their port visits is for 
“goodwill,” but Japanese government officials are saying, “In 
response to China’s advance into the sea, the U.S. Navy is 
trying to confirm if these ports can be used if needed.” The 
U.S. Forces preparation for emergency is being conducted 
while local governing bodies and residents are not aware. 
Even from the viewpoint of protecting citizens, the way of the 
information disclosure is called into question. 

Information Should Be Disclosed To Local Citizens 
“U.S. warships should leave Yonaguni Island.” The voice 

was raised at Sonai Port, Yonaguni-cho, Okinawa Prefecture 
in June, 2007. Two U.S. Navy mine countermeasures ships 
with Mr. Kevin Maher, then Consulate General of the U.S. 
Consulate in Okinawa, pulled into the port, and about 100 
protestors voiced their discontent against their port visit. 
Okinawa Prefecture requested the U.S. Navy not to visit the 
port, and Yonaguni Town also expressed its opposition against 
the port visit. 

Since Okinawa was returned to Japan in 1972, this was 
the first time for a U.S. warship to visit Sakishima Islands. 
The purpose of their port visit was for “rest and goodwill.” 
Due to local residents’ protest activities, the two ships could 

not take a berth at the port for about four hours, and they had 
to say, “The ships have to disembark a sick crewmember 
(according to Japanese and U.S. foreign officials).” 

Some Japanese government officials explained the 
situation at that time and said, “Due to China’s advance into 
the sea, the importance of the Sakishima Islands is increasing 
from the strategic standpoint. Thus, the Government of Japan 
was supporting their port visits.” 

According to Japanese and U.S. military sources, one of 
the reasons why vigilance against the Chinese navy, whose 
capability appeared to be low, increased was a Chinese 
submarine coming close to the aircraft carrier USS Kitty 
Hawk in the East China Sea near Okinawa in 2006. “Until the 
submarine surfaced nearby, the aircraft carrier did not notice 
it. This was shocking to the U.S. Navy.”    

Since then, Chinese navy warships are going through 
Sakishima Islands to the Pacific Ocean and increasing its 
capabilities. In response, the U.S. Navy sent two ships to 
Ishigaki Port (Ishigaki City, Okinawa Prefecture) in April 
2009 and one ship to Hirara Port (Miyako City, Okinawa 
Prefecture) in September 2010. The purpose of their port visits 
was also for “rest and goodwill,” but a former JMSDF Vice 
Admiral revealed the U.S. intention, saying, “The location is 
strategically important but there is strong opposition in the 
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local communities. The U.S. side dares to send ships to these 
difficult ports to get them used to their port visits.” 

“The reason why the U.S. side does not provide the real 
purpose of port visits is because they want to avoid local 
opposition movements. However, local governing bodies and 
residents need to be ready in case of emergency,” Professor 
Hiromori Maedomari of the Okinawa International University 
points out the importance of the disclosure of information. 
“Local governing bodies should not stay indifferent to the 
national security matter because it is the central government’s 
exclusive business. They should play the role of inspection to 
ensure the safety.” 

High Expectation For Positive Economic Effect 
While local business faces weakened economy, some 

local communities hold up a hope for “positive economic 
effect.” Sasebo Harbor (Sasebo City, Nagasaki Prefecture) 
hosts a U.S. Navy base and is visited by about 200 U.S. 
warships every year. U.S. nuclear-powered aircraft carriers 
visited the harbor almost every year for the last 10 years. An 
aircraft carrier is embarked by about 5,000 crewmembers. Its 

port visit brings a similar effect as a town temporarily moves 
into Sasebo. Mr. Kazuhiko Maeda, president of the Sasebo 
Chamber of Commerce, welcomes their port visits to Sasebo. 

According to the U.S. data, the positive economic effect 
from the U.S. military presence in Sasebo City fluctuated 
between to 100 to 200 million dollars per year for the last five 
years. Over 40 years ago, the port visit by the nuclear-powered 
aircraft carrier USS Enterprise, the first port visit by a nuclear-
powered aircraft carrier to Japan, received severe opposition 
activities. However, when the nuclear-powered aircraft carrier 
USS George Washington visited Sasebo in April 2011, 
American flags flew and banners expressing appreciation to 
U.S. disaster-relief and reconstruction assistance were posted 
in the Sasebo’s central shopping area. 

Mr. Keizo Takemoto, owner of a luggage store in the 
shopping area and chairman of Sasebo City Shopping Arcade 
Association, said, “The positive economic effect is reduced 
due to the high yen rate, but Sasebo has been developed with 
the U.S. military base. It is a sort of resources.” 
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10. Chinese Aircraft Carrier To Be Commissioned 'Soon' 
(CHOSUN ILBO (S. KOREA) 05 JAN 12) 

China's first aircraft carrier is likely to be commissioned 
officially early this year, according to press reports. Phoenix 
Satellite TV in Hong Kong on Wednesday quoted Jingbao 
Yuekan magazine as reporting the 67,000-ton retrofitted 
Soviet carrier "qualified to be officially commissioned as it 
solved technical problems concerning takeoff and landing of 
aircraft on the ship through three test voyages." 

It added the exact timing remains to be decided but is 
likely to be this year. 

It went on test voyages in August, November and late 
December last year. During the second test voyage, which 
lasted two weeks, several Jian-15 jets successfully took off 
and landed on the ship, the monthly reported. 

Overseas military magazines reported in November that 
China had difficulties trying to solve a landing problem 
because Russia had not sold it the arresting gear necessary for 
the aircraft to land safely. Asked by reporters to confirm this, 
Chinese Defense Ministry spokesman Yang Yujun, however, 
implied in a monthly press briefing on Dec. 28 that the 
problem had been solved. 

He said China "secured all major equipment of the aircraft 
carrier," including arresting gear, through its own research and 
development. The magazine said a Ukrainian engineering 
team took part in developing the arresting gear. 

It also reported that the Chinese military plans to build 
three aircraft carrier bases, with two -- in the South China Sea 
and the East China Sea -- already under construction. 
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11. Iran To Hold New Naval Exercises 
Iran To Hold New Naval Drill In The Strait Of Hormuz In February 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 06 JAN 12) ... Nasser Karimi 

TEHRAN, Iran — Iran's Revolutionary Guards will hold 
new naval exercises in the strategic Strait of Hormuz in 
February, the semiofficial Fars news agency reported. 

The late Thursday announcement comes only two days 
after Iran's navy wrapped up another set of war games near the 
strait, the passageway for about a third of the world's oil 
tanker traffic. 

Tehran's periodic naval maneuvers come under close 
international scrutiny, as some Iranian officials have 
threatened to close the Strait of Hormuz should the West strike 
the country's nuclear facilities or embargo oil exports. 

The report quoted the Guard's naval commander Admiral 
Ali Fadavi as saying that the latest exercise would be the 
seventh staging of an annual drill dubbed "The Great Prophet." 

However, Adm. Fadavi said that this year's war games 
would be "different" from their predecessors. He did not 
elaborate. 

He said the drill would be held in the Iranian month of 
Bahman, which mainly corresponds to February. 

The Guards, Iran's most powerful military force, have the 
same air, naval and ground branches as the regular armed 
forces. They are also in charge of Iran's missile program. 

Iran's regular navy on Tuesday ended a 10-day drill in the 
waters off the Strait, dubbed "Velayat 90." 

Military officers said that Iran held the drill to show off 
its prowess and defense capabilities. The country regularly 
holds war games and has also been active in fighting piracy in 
the Gulf of Aden. 

The drill however was also the latest in a series of Iranian 
shows of strength as international criticism mounts over 
Tehran's controversial nuclear program. The West fears the 
program is aimed at developing atomic weapons, while Iran 
denies those charges, insisting that it is for peaceful purposes 
only. 
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The U.S. has recently tightened sanctions on Iran, and has not ruled out a military strike against nuclear facilities. 
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12. U.K. Signals Ready To Use Force To Keep Strait Open 
(REUTERS 05 JAN 12) ... Adrian Croft 

LONDON - Britain on Thursday signaled its readiness to 
use military force if necessary to keep the Strait of Hormuz 
open, warning Iran not to miscalculate over the West's 
determination to prevent disruption to the key shipping route. 

Iran threatened last week to stop the flow of oil through 
the Strait of Hormuz if foreign sanctions were imposed on its 
crude exports over its nuclear ambitions, a move that could 
trigger military conflict with economies dependent on Gulf oil. 

"Alongside the U.S. 5th Fleet in the Gulf, we have naval 
assets, we have mine counter-measures capability, we have a 
frigate present there, and we are an integrated part of the allied 
naval task force in the Gulf and one of the missions of that 
task force is to ensure that those shipping lanes remain open," 
British Defence Secretary Philip Hammond told Sky News. 

Iran had made similar threats before, but "there should be 
no miscalculation by the Iranians about the importance that the 
international community attaches to keeping the Straits of 
Hormuz open," Hammond said, speaking from Washington 
where he has gone for talks with his U.S. counterpart Leon 
Panetta. 

Fears of supply disruptions due to rising tensions between 
the West and Iran have sent oil prices higher. 

"Any attempt to close the Straits of Hormuz would be 
illegal and we need to send a very clear message to Iran that 
we are determined that the straits should remain open," 
Hammond said. 

Britain's Royal Navy participates in the Combined 
Maritime Forces, a U.S.-led, Bahrain-based naval flotilla 
drawn from 25 nations whose missions include counter-piracy, 
counter-terrorism and security in the Gulf. 

The Strait of Hormuz was one of the world's great 
commercial arteries and its closure would have very 

significant consequences for the economies of the world, 
Hammond said. 

He said in a speech in Washington earlier that any attempt 
by Iran to close the strait would fail. 

Olive Branch 
At the same time, Hammond held out an olive branch to 

Iran by urging it to return to negotiations to find a peaceful 
solution to its nuclear dispute with the West. 

The West suspects Iran of seeking to develop a nuclear 
bomb although Tehran insists its nuclear program is peaceful. 

The last round of talks between Iran and six major 
powers, including Britain, in Istanbul a year ago, got nowhere. 
Turkey delivered a Western offer for a resumption to Tehran 
on Thursday and expressed hope they could restart soon. 

Britain shut Iran's embassy in London and expelled all its 
staff after the British Embassy in Tehran was attacked last 
November by a crowd angry at British sanctions. Britain also 
closed its Tehran embassy and evacuated its staff. 

Hammond, appointed to the job last October, made his 
first trip to Washington as defence secretary as President 
Barack Obama unveiled a new defence strategy in line with 
Pentagon plans to cut spending after a decade of war. 

British troops fought alongside Americans in Iraq and still 
do so in Afghanistan. 

Hammond said there was a "clear view both in the U.K. 
and the U.S. and indeed in many other allied countries that we 
will be seeking to avoid prolonged boots-on-the-ground 
engagements ... of the type that we had in Iraq and that we 
currently have in Afghanistan (and) that we should invest 
more in prevention." 

"At the same time, of course, the U.S. has to have an eye 
on the emerging strength of China as a new major military 
power," he said. 

Return to Index 
 

13. U.K. 'Must Clarify Shipping Guard Rules' 
(DEFENCE MANAGEMENT (UK) 05 JAN 12) 

The government must clarify the rules of engagement for 
armed guards operating on British-flagged merchant ships 
transiting the Gulf of Aden and Indian Ocean, a group of MPs 
has said. 

The region has been beset by piracy in recent years, and 
around $300m has been paid in ransom to pirate gangs since 
2007. 

In an attempt to tackle the problem, Prime Minister David 
Cameron announced last year that private armed guards would 
be allowed to operate on British-flagged merchant vessels. 

In a new report, the Foreign Affairs Select Committee 
welcomed the announcement, but said that the specific 
guidance on the use of force by private security firms was 
"very limited.” 

Committee chair Richard Ottaway MP said: "The 
government was right to permit private armed guards to 
defend British flagged shipping against Somali pirates, but its 
guidance on the legal use of force lacks critical detail. 

"The question anyone would ask is that if a private armed 
guard on board a U.K. flagged vessel sees an armed skiff 
approaching at high speed, can the guard open fire? The 
government must provide clearer direction on what is 
permissible and what is not." 

Currently, naval forces patrolling the region can detain 
suspected pirates, but the committee's report said that more 
than 90 per cent of those suspects were released without 
charge due to a lack of evidence. 

The committee also said it was surprised the government 
knew so little about what happened to the millions of dollars 
in ransoms paid by private companies for the release of their 
ships. More than $135m was said to have been paid in ransom 
in 2011 alone, and the committee said the government had 
been "disappointingly slow to take action on financial flows 
relating to ransom payments.” 

The committee said the U.K. should play a leading role in 
the international response to piracy, and that February's 
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international conference on Somalia, to be held in the U.K., "must produce decisive results.” 
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14. Turkey Authorizes Initial Purchase Of 2 F-35s 
(DEFENSE NEWS 05 JAN 12) ... Umit Enginsoy and Burak Ege Bekdil 

ANKARA - Turkey's top decision-making body Jan. 5 
paved the way for the country's formal participation in a U.S.-
led program for the production of next-generation F-35 
Lightning II fighter aircraft. 

"The Defense Industry Executive Committee has 
authorized the Undersecretariat for Defense Industries [SSM] 
to conduct talks for the aircraft's purchase order," the 
committee said in a statement after its meeting. The 
committee's members include Prime Minister Recep Tayyip 
Erdoğan, Defense Minister İsmet Yilmaz, Chief of the General 
Staff Gen. Necdet Ozel and procurement chief Murad Bayar. 

SSM and Lockheed Martin, the plane's main 
manufacturer, now are expected to sign a formal document for 
Turkey's purchase order for a first batch of two F-35s. This 
decision enables Turkey to begin the reception of the aircraft 
in 2015. 

Turkey is a member of the F-35 consortium, but until Jan. 
5 had not been committed officially to buy the aircraft. Turkey 
plans eventually to operate about 100 aircraft. Other members 
of the consortium include the United States, Britain, Italy, the 
Netherlands, Australia, Canada, Norway and Denmark. 

Other countries have interest in the aircraft but are not 
part of the consortium, including Israel. A recent decision by 
Japan to buy the F-35 has been a major boost for the program. 
Japan and Israel are expected to receive deliveries as of 2016. 

The committee also has chosen the U.S. Bell Helicopter 
Textron as the main producer of the Turkish police's next light 
helicopter type. 

The committee's decision came at a time when the 
Turkish police are preparing to assume a larger role in the 
fight against the outlawed separatist Kurdistan Workers Party. 
The Security Directorate will buy up to 15 light helicopters, 
worth up to $100 million, in a first batch to bolster the force's 
capabilities. 

Bell was competing against Italy's AgustaWestland and 
Eurocopter Deutschland, the Eurocopter's German arm. 

Bell later is expected to lead the manufacture for the 
Turkish police of more light helicopters in planned follow-up 
batches. The company also is expected to cooperate in the 
production with Turkish Aerospace Industries (TAI), Turkey's 
state-owned aerospace company. 

The Turkish Security Directorate's helicopter fleet is 
primarily composed of U.S.-made MD600 light helicopters, 
which are getting older and more difficult to operate. The new 
light helicopters should be more effective at police tasks such 
as tracking suspected criminals and intervening in incidents 
that could erupt during mass demonstrations, industry sources 
said. 

The committee also decided that SSM would buy 10 
Anka UAVs from TAI. After the first three tests ended with 
crash landings, the final three flight tests were successful. TAI 
would have delivered three Ankas to the military this year, but 
the committee's decision paves the way for serial production 
of 10 platforms. 
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PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
15. Pentagon Plan Will Affect Personnel; Details To Come In Budget Request 
(GOVERNMENT EXECUTIVE 05 JAN 12) ... Amanda Palleschi 

A strategy to downsize the Pentagon's budget over the 
next decade unveiled by Obama administration officials 
Thursday deferred details about possible reductions in military 
salaries and benefits, but the Defense Department made clear 
the new approach would include reductions affecting 
personnel. 

The review, released weeks before the Pentagon unveils 
its fiscal 2013 budget proposal, emphasizes smaller 
conventional ground forces as troops return home from Iraq 
and Afghanistan. Many details were deferred until the release 
of that budget proposal. 

"I want to make clear we are going to protect the quality 
of the benefits that are provided to our troops and to their 
families," Defense Secretary Leon Panetta said. "At the same 
time, as I said, we have some responsibility to try to control 
costs in this area. I think the troops understand that we've got 
to control those costs." 

But, he pledged that "when it comes to their basic 
benefits, we are going to continue to provide that and not 
break faith." 

Panetta was joined at the press briefing Thursday by 
President Obama, an appearance Panetta called 
"unprecedented." 

"This strategy answers the question of what kind of 
military we will need long after the wars of the last decade are 
over," Obama said. "This reflects the guidance that I, 
personally, gave throughout this process." 

According to a report in The New York Times, Defense 
spends nearly one-third of its base budget on personnel costs: 
$107 billion for salaries and allowances, $50 billion for health 
care, and $24 billion in retirement benefits. 

The 2012 Defense Authorization Act contains a pay raise 
for service members and a premium hike for some enrollees in 
the military's health care program. 

The review was meant to outline the Pentagon's overall 
strategy over the next 10 years, as the department tries to find 
$487 billion in cuts to its budget over the next 10 years. The 
department faces an additional $500 billion in cuts, a prospect 
Panetta had harsh words for on Thursday. 

"Arbitrary cuts across-the-board currently scheduled to 
take effect in January 2013 through sequester ... force us to 
shed missions and capabilities we believe are necessary to 
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protect core U.S. national security interests," he said. "It 
would result in what we think would be a demoralized and 

hollow force." 
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16. New Campaign Asks "Who Will Stand Your Watch?" 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 05 JAN 12) ... Navy Personnel Command Public Affairs 

MILLINGTON, Tenn. -- Navy Alcohol and Drug Abuse 
Prevention (NADAP) office has launched a new substance 
abuse prevention campaign designed to educate Sailors of the 
negative impact substance abuse can have on a Sailor's family, 
shipmates, and career, officials said Jan. 4. 

"Substance abuse puts lives and missions at risk, 
undercuts unit readiness and morale, it is inconsistent with 
Navy ethos and its core values of honor, courage, and 
commitment," said Dorice Favorite, Navy Alcohol and Drug 
Abuse Prevention director. 

The campaign titled "Who Will Stand Your Watch?" 
focuses on Sailors' personal responsibility and the impact of 
their absence, as a result of a substance abuse incident. The 
campaign uses various communication tactics to include print 
media and public service announcements. 

"Preventing substance abuse from occurring rather than 
dealing with the consequences benefits everyone. Prevention 
requires responsibility and accountability at all levels. Good 

leadership and teamwork are the best defense against 
substance abuse," said Favorite. 

The campaign features "real" Sailors in the public service 
announcements, which were filmed in their workplace to 
portray the importance of their job and their presence. The 
PSAs are currently being aired on Direct to Sailor TV and can 
be found on the Navy Personnel Command web site at 
http://www.public.navy.mil/bupers-
npc/organization/npc/publicaffairs/videos/Pages/default.aspx. 

Posters and trifolds are available at no cost to all Navy 
commands for ordering through the Navy Logistics Library. 
Supply personnel may order them via 
https://nll1.ahf.nmci.navy.mil/ (for NMCI computers) or 
http://www.navsup.navy.mil/navsup (if NMCI is not 
available). 

NADAP supports the Fleet, Family and Personal 
Readiness Division through aggressive alcohol abuse and drug 
use prevention programs. 
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17. Holly Petraeus: 'Under Water' Home Loans Force Families Apart 
(STARS AND STRIPES 05 JAN 12) ... Tom Philpott 

Many military homeowners who saw their homes 
plummet in value in the financial crisis still can’t get relief 
from “under water” mortgages that leave families owing more 
to loan servicers than their homes are worth. 

The situation is especially difficult for the military where 
families must move every two to four years. Some affected 
members, on receiving orders to new assignments, are leaving 
families behind in these homes to avoid a hard hit to family 
finances or loan defaults, which would harm credit ratings. 

Holly Petraeus, head of the Office of Servicemember 
Affairs in the new Consumer Financial Protection Bureau 
(CFPB), explained in a phone interview that the burden of 
under water mortgages remains a major issue for families as 
she discovered this past year during visits to 15 military 
communities. 

Petraeus, wife of retired Army Gen. David Petraeus, 
former commander of allied forces in Iraq and Afghanistan, 
and current director of the Central Intelligence Agency, has 
spent her entire life in the military. Her father, William A. 
Knowlton, was also a four-star Army general. Her son too is a 
soldier so Holly Petraeus also is a military mom. 

She noted that many military bases are in states hardest 
hit by collapse of the housing market, including California, 
Nevada and Florida, so many members bought homes at prices 
current markets won’t support. 

“I was in Florida recently and had about 300 people at the 
town halls I did,” Mrs. Petraeus said. “I asked informally how 
many were homeowners and about half of them raised their 
hands. I asked, ‘How many of you now owe more than the 
home is worth?’ And two thirds of the hands stayed in the air.” 

Their biggest fear, she said, are permanent change-of-
station orders. 

“What then? There are no easy answers. They can’t sell 
their house for enough money to pay off their mortgage. They 
have had trouble getting access to some assistance programs,” 
she said. Unless they are delinquent in paying mortgages, 
“they can’t do a short sale or a loan modification.” 

Military folks who don’t pay their mortgages and lose 
their homes to foreclosure put at risk their security clearances 
and possibly their careers. 

“A number of them, we’ve heard anecdotally, have made 
the tough decision to just leave their family in the house and 
go alone to the new duty station,” Petraeus said. “That is 
pretty tough when you think a permanent change-of-station 
move is usually three years and there is no guarantee they’ll 
get orders back to where their family is living when that’s 
over.” 

Some military families were helped when Congress voted 
to modify the Housing Assistance Program (HAP) which was 
created the 1960s to protect military and federal civilian 
families who see home value a drop because base closures. In 
2009, HAP was expanded help new categories of military 
homeowners including personnel seriously wounded during 
Post-9/11 deployments; surviving spouses of members killed 
during deployments, and military members who bought homes 
before July 1, 2006, and have been reassigned between Feb. 1, 
2006, and Sept. 30, 2010. 

But the extra $550 million Congress appropriated to 
expand HAP has been used and no more military families are 
getting that special help. 

Urging Congress or the Department of Defense to support 
more funding for HAP is “not my decision to make,” Petraeus 
explained. “But I can certainly raise awareness about the issue 
and of what I hear from military families about the impact of 
the situation on them.” 
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The CFPB and its service members’ affairs office were 
created under the Dodd-Frank Wall Street Reform and 
Consumer Protection Act, which attempts to address abuses 
behind the financial crisis. 

Petraeus is tasked with educating and empowering 
military people to make better decisions on financial products 
and services. Her office also monitors military consumer 
complaints and the responses they get from CFPB and 
government agencies. It also coordinates all federal and state 
consumer protection efforts on behalf of military personnel 
and their families. 

Advice to military consumers can be found on the CFPB's 
website: www.consumerfinance.gov. They can file complaints 
about credit cards or mortgages online or by calling: (855) 
411-CFPB (2372). 

Petraeus said she has seen “some movement” to help 
families with under water mortgages, apart from HAP effort 
now out of money. 

“Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac have now changed their 
guidance to servicers to say that a military move is a 
qualifying hardship that should allow people to access some of 
the assistance programs,” she explained. 

Treasury officials also changed criteria so some military 
people can qualify for incentives to conduct short sales or 
other alternatives to foreclosure under the Home Affordable 

Foreclosure Alternatives (HAFA) program. Military no longer 
need to show a drop in income to qualify. 

Her office and the CFPB are still in start-up mode. But 
spurred on by military people seeking greater consumer 
protection, Petraeus has spoken out on their biggest consumer 
concerns including aggressive marketing by for-profit 
colleges, abuses by payday lenders and internet-based loan 
sharks and product scammers including those with bogus cars 
for sale. 

“General indebtedness is a problem for the military,” she 
said. “There will always be people looking for loans. One big 
concern is now they may be looking on the internet where it’s 
very hard to know who you’re dealing with.” Many web sites 
promising easy loans actually exist only to create leads for 
unidentified persons with money to lend. 

“In one case I heard about, a service couple was having 
issues with a loan they thought they had paid off…Eventually 
they figured out the lender was in Croatia. On the internet you 
just never know who you are dealing with,” Petraeus said. 
Young people see it as “their hometown, in a way.” But 
confidence navigating the internet “doesn’t mean you’ll 
recognize a scam. And there are plenty of them out there,” she 
said. 
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18. Rules Restrict Political Activity By DOD Personnel 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 05 JAN 12) ... Donna Miles 

WASHINGTON, Jan. 5, 2012 – With election activity 
steadily picking up, defense officials are in the process of 
issuing regular election-year guidance to remind military and 
Defense Department civilians that they're subject to rules 
regulating their involvement in political activities. 

This issue -- one the department regularly addresses 
during election periods -- came to light earlier this week after 
an Army Reserve soldier in uniform appeared endorsing a 
political candidate. 

Several sets of rules help to protect the integrity of the 
political process, DOD officials said. DOD Directive 1344.10 
applies to members of the armed forces, whether they serve on 
active duty, as members of the reserve components not on 
active duty, as National Guard members in a nonfederal status, 
and military retirees. 

In addition, the Hatch Act applies to federal civilian 
employees, and employees also are subject to widely 
published DOD guidance that discusses participation in 
political campaigns and elections. 

These rules are designed to prevent military members’ or 
federal civilian employees’ participation in political activities 
that imply -- or even appear to imply -- official sponsorship, 
approval or endorsement, officials said. The concern, they 
explained, is that actual or perceived partisanship could 
undermine the legitimacy of the military profession and 
department. 

That's not to imply, however, that military members and 
civilian employees can't participate in politics. In fact, DOD 
has a longstanding policy of encouraging members to carry 
out the obligations of citizenship, officials said. DOD 
encourages its military and civilian members to register to 
vote and vote as they choose, they said. Both groups can sign 

nominating petitions for candidates and express their personal 
opinions about candidates and issues. 

However, officials emphasized, they can do so only if 
they don’t act as -- or aren’t perceived as -- representatives of 
the armed forces in carrying out these activities. 

Beyond that, the list of dos and don'ts differs depending 
on whether the employee is a member of the armed forces, a 
career civil service employee, a political appointee or a 
member of the career Senior Executive Service, officials said. 

Military members, for example, may attend political 
meetings or rallies only as spectators and not in uniform. 
They're not permitted to make public political speeches, serve 
in any official capacity in partisan groups or participate in 
partisan political campaigns or conventions. 

They also are barred from engaging in any political 
activities while in uniform. 

A combat engineer assigned to the 416th Theater 
Engineer Company potentially violated these rules Jan. 3 
when he stepped onto a stage at Ron Paul’s headquarters in 
Ankeny, Iowa, during the Iowa Caucus to offer a personal 
endorsement. Although he was wearing his uniform, the 
soldier was not in an active status at the time, Army Maj. 
Angela Wallace, an Army Reserve spokeswoman, confirmed. 

Wallace emphasized that the soldier “stands alone in his 
opinions regarding his political affiliation and beliefs, and his 
statements and beliefs in no way reflect that of the Army 
Reserve.” 

His chain of command is aware of the issue and is 
considering appropriate disciplinary action to take, she said. 

Most civilian DOD employees, whose political activities 
are governed by the Hatch Act, are permitted to be active in 
and speak before political gatherings and serve as officers of 
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political parties or partisan groups, officials said. These 
activities, however, cannot involve fundraising. 

Civilian employees also are permitted to manage 
campaigns, distribute literature, write political articles or serve 
as a spokesperson for a party or candidate. 

There are, however, exceptions to this, including but not 
limited to Senior Executive Service. 

While the dos and don'ts concerning political activity may 
vary, the basic tenets hold true for all DOD employees. 

The bottom line, officials said, is that they should steer 
clear of any activity that may be reasonably viewed as directly 
or indirectly associating DOD or the military with a partisan 
political activity, or that “is otherwise contrary to the spirit or 
intent” of the rules described. 
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19. In San Diego, PTSD Relief May Be In An Injection 
(KPCC PUBLIC RADIO PASADENA 05 JAN 12) 

Insomnia. Nightmares. Flashbacks. Thoughts of suicide. 
These all can be symptoms of post traumatic stress disorder, 
the term used to describe how some people react after they've 
been exposed to severe trauma. 

And for many service members returning from 
Afghanistan and Iraq, dealing with the disorder that follows 
them home — commonly known as PTSD — is a major, 
debilitating problem. 

But a new study is giving researchers hope that relief for 
traumatized soldiers might be available much faster than ever 
before. 

"It's a radically different approach to treating the disorder 
than we've seen before," psychiatrist Robert McLay told The 
Madeleine Brand Show. "It may offer us a whole new avenue 
for how to address the problem." 

Dr. Anita Hickey is leading a study at Naval Medical 
Center San Diego that is testing how an injection of anesthesia 
into the neck can calm down the brain's "fight or flight" 
syndrome, which causes PTSD symptoms. Hickey works 
alongside McLay in San Diego. 

The Pentagon has already spent hundreds of millions of 
dollars to combat PTSD, but so far most treatments require an 
extensive time commitment and offer no guaranteed cure. 

Hickey's early results show that this new treatment works 
quickly - almost immediately - and lasts for up to six weeks. 
The injection works by numbing up a little ball of nerves in 
the neck called the stellate ganglion. As a result, some patients 
find many of their PTSD symptoms relieved. 

The treatment needs more research, but shows promising 
results. One man in the study had PTSD so severe he was 
chronically suicidal for two years straight and unable to leave 
his home. Just two days after receiving the injection in his 
neck, he was almost free of symptoms and went out to dinner 
with his wife. 

The treatment was first discovered by Dr. Eugene Lipov 
in Chicago. While treating combat veterans for pain, Lipov 
noticed that the local anesthesia he was using also seemed to 
calm the patients down emotionally. Lipov's findings and 
initial research led Hickey to begin the first placebo controlled 
study of the treatment. 

Hickey is about half way through a study of 42 people - 
most of which are active duty military men. Preliminary 
results from the study are scheduled to be presented at a 
psychiatric association meeting in May. If all goes well, the 
treatment could be widely available as early as 2013. 

Listen To Audio (RT: 5:56) 
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20. Chief of Navy's Chaplain Corps Visits USS Essex 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 06 JAN 12) ... Ensign Alexander Petit 

SASEBO, Japan -- The Chief of Navy Chaplains, Rear 
Adm. Mark L. Tidd visited the forward-deployed amphibious 
assault ship USS Essex (LHD 2), Jan. 6. 

Tidd met with Essex' Commanding Officer, Capt. David 
Fluker, and Essex' Chaplain, Cmdr. James Johnson to discuss 
the chaplain corps' role in helping Sailors and Marines live 
healthy spiritual, physical, and mental lives. 

"These visits are crucial, as they deliver the 'eyes on' 
perspective necessary for the Chief of Chaplains to accurately 
advise the Secretary of the Navy on religious matters and 
other issues involving the spiritual, moral, and ethical well 
being of each Sailor, Marine and their families," said Johnson. 
"Although Sasebo is a long way from Washington D.C., a visit 
like this is a personal reminder that Essex is right in the 
middle of the discussion, and that each and every Sailor and 
Marine is critical to the safety and security of our country." 

Along the tour, Fluker and Johnson spoke about the role 
that Essex chaplains play as counselors for crew members. 
The chaplains aboard Essex advise and help Sailors and 
Marines with relationship issues, homesickness, suicide 
prevention and with any other concerns they might have. 

"It is an honor and a privilege to host Rear Adm. Tidd 
today," said Fluker. "I strongly believe that every Sailor and 
Marine aboard Essex, no matter their religious beliefs, can 
always benefit from the help or advice of a member of the 
chaplain corps. Rear Adm. Tidd's visit is just one more way to 
show that from the newest chaplain to the senior chaplain in 
the Navy, every member of the chaplain corps is dedicated to 
the welfare of our Sailors and Marines." 

During the tour Rear Adm. Tidd was asked what he 
thought was the most important part of a chaplain's job was. 

"It's the opportunity to serve our people in so many 
different ways," he responded. "The opportunity to provide for 
our people's religious needs as well as to help them discover 
ways to draw on the resources of their faith in order to be 
ready and resilient and be able to do anything that they are 
called on to do." 

Rear Adm. Tidd also visited Commander, Fleet Activities 
Sasebo and several other ships on the waterfront during his 
visit to Sasebo. 

Essex is part of the Essex Amphibious Ready Group and 
reports to Commander, Amphibious Force 7th Fleet Rear 
Adm. J. Scott Jones, who is headquartered in Okinawa, Japan. 

Return to Index 
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21. Navy Man Shoots Self Accidentally 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 05 JAN 12) ... Pauline Repard 

PACIFIC BEACH — A Navy SEAL accidentally shot 
himself in the head early Thursday morning in Pacific Beach, 
and was on life support at a hospital, San Diego police said. 

The name of the 22-year-old man was not released. 
Police initially said he died about 3 a.m. at Scripps 

Memorial Hospital, La Jolla. They later got word from the 
Navy that the Sailor had not died, but was on life support, 
police Lt. Andra Brown said. 

A Navy spokesman confirmed that the Sailor had 
completed SEAL training last week and was assigned to a 
West Coast-based team this week. 

Someone at a residence on Grand Avenue near Lamont 
Street called 911 about 2 a.m. to report that a man had been 
playing with a gun and shot himself in the head by accident, 
police Officer Frank Cali said. 

Cali said the victim had gone to a bar, met a woman and 
brought her back to his residence, where his roommate was 
sleeping. Cali said the man and woman had been drinking. 

The man got out several guns to show the woman, but she 
asked him to put them away, Cali said. The man insisted that it 
was safe and put a pistol that he believed was unloaded to his 
head. He pulled the trigger and fired a round into his head. 

Paramedics took the victim to the hospital. 
The Naval Criminal Investigative Service was 

investigating the shooting, a Navy spokesman said. 
Commodore Collin P. Green, commander of Naval 

Special Warfare Group One, released a statement saying, “On 
behalf of the entire Naval Special Warfare community, we are 
deeply saddened by this unfortunate incident and extend both 
our hearts and prayers to our teammate’s family during this 
very difficult time.” 
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FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
22. U.S. Strategy Boosts Navy Subs, Programs 
(AVIATION WEEK 05 JAN 12) ... Michael Fabey 

The new set of Pentagon priorities discussed Jan. 5 by 
President Barack Obama and Defense Secretary Leon Panetta 
includes provisions that will likely bolster U.S. naval forces — 
but possibly dampen service plans for some proposed fleet 
upgrades. 

The new strategy includes a refocus on the Asia-Pacific 
region — with several allusions to China — which, many 
defense analysts say, will surely make certain Navy programs 
more desirable given the greater need to access the region by 
sea. 

The strategy also focuses on intelligence, surveillance, 
and reconnaissance, anti-access capability and undersea 
investments, which bodes well for submarine programs. 

But the Pentagon’s renewed focus on readiness could 
cause the Navy to shift funds from procurement to repair 
needs. 

In releasing the strategy, Obama says that, in particular, 
the nation will continue to invest in the capabilities critical to 
future success, including “intelligence, surveillance, and 
reconnaissance; counterterrorism; countering weapons of mass 
destruction” and operating in areas “where adversaries deny us 
access.” 

Panetta says of the future force, “It will have global 
presence, emphasizing the Asia-Pacific and the Middle East.” 
He says, “of necessity” the Pentagon will have to “rebalance 
toward the Asia-Pacific.” 

Of particular concern, the Pentagon says, is China. “Over 
the long term, China’s emergence as a regional power will 
have the potential to affect the U.S. economy and our security 
in a variety of ways. The growth of China’s military power 
must be accompanied by greater clarity of its strategic 

intentions in order to avoid causing friction in the region,” the 
Defense Department says in its summary of the new strategy. 

One of the primary missions of U.S. armed forces, the 
Pentagon says, is to “project power despite anti-access/area 
denial challenges.” 

In these areas, “Sophisticated adversaries will use 
asymmetric capabilities to include ... ballistic and cruise 
missiles, advanced air defenses, mining and other methods,” 
the summary says. “States such as China and Iran will 
continue to pursue asymmetric means to counter our power 
projection.” 

Accordingly, “The U.S. military will invest as required to 
ensure its ability to operate effectively in anti-access and area 
denial environments. This will include implementing the Joint 
Operational Access Concept, sustaining our undersea 
capabilities ... improving missile defense and continuing 
efforts to enhance the resiliency and effectiveness of critical 
space-based capabilities.” 

While making such investments, the Pentagon says it 
must make sure it maintains its current assets, which has 
proved problematic for the U.S. Navy when it comes to taking 
care of its surface ships and equipment, especially its Aegis-
equipped destroyers, cruisers and radar components. 

Recent Navy reports underscore years of maintenance 
neglect and now, analysts say, the service faces a huge repair 
bill to fix and maintain those ships and systems — costs that 
could upend the Navy’s plans for a redesigned destroyer fleet 
and new radar system desired for missile defense. 

“We will resist the temptation to sacrifice readiness in 
order to retain force structure,” the Pentagon says, “and will in 
fact rebuild readiness in areas that, by necessity, were de-
emphasized over the past decade.” 

Return to Index 
 



 19

23. New Pentagon Blueprint Smaller, Asia-Focused 
Leak: Navy's 11 carriers protected, F-35 to be delayed 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 05 JAN 12) ... Jeanette Steele 

The blueprint for the new U.S. military released by the 
Pentagon Thursday offered themes but little detail on troop 
reductions – information that officials said will come when the 
White House releases its proposed budget in coming weeks. 

For San Diego, some of the themes seem positive: A 
“rebalance” of U.S. forces toward the Asia-Pacific region 
means Sailors and ships in San Diego Bay, the principal home 
of the U.S. Pacific Fleet, may be safe. The San Diego region is 
home to 114,000 active-duty troops, about half of which are 
Navy and half Marines. 

Here's what the Pentagon's guidance document said about 
the Pacific focus: 

“While the U.S. military will continue to contribute to 
security globally, we will of necessity rebalance toward the 
Asia-Pacific region. Our relationships with Asian allies and 
key partners are critical to the future stability and growth of 
the region." 

Details leaked to the New York Times show that the 
Pentagon plans to keep the Navy's 11 aircraft carriers, which 
are a key way to show U.S. presence in the Pacific without 
basing more troops there. Two of those flattops are assigned to 
San Diego Bay, and a third may be on its way by 2016. 

But the Joint Strike Fighter, which is slated to be based at 
Miramar Marine Corps Air Station and replace aging F/A-18 
on Navy carriers, will be delayed, according to the New York 
Times report. That program, by Lockheed Martin, is said to be 
one of the most expensive weapons systems in history. 

The focus on the Pacific might also help the 202,000-
strong Marines dodge deeper cuts than the 15,000 to 20,000 
already announced, according to the NYT. The Army, on the 
other hand, will drop from 570,000 to 490,000 troops – not the 
520,000 earlier predicted. 

But at Thursday's press conference, Defense Secretary 
Leon Panetta included the Marines when he said, “The Army 
and Marine Corps will no longer need to be sized to support 
the kind of large-scale, long-term stability operations” of the 
past decade. 

Rep. Duncan Hunter, who sits on the House Armed 
Services Committee, quickly sounded a warning note about 
the Pentagon's plan. 

"We really need to ask ourselves whether this is the right 
time for such a significant change in U.S. defense strategy, 
brought on by such severe and disproportionate budget cuts," 
the Alpine Republican said in a press statement. "For me, the 
answer is a resounding no.” 

Other Topics Of Interest In Thursday's 
Announcement: 

On unmanned drones, designed by San Diego defense 
contractors, and special operations forces, such as Navy 
SEALs, in Coronado, and Marine special operations, at Camp 
Pendleton: 

"As we reduce the overall defense budget, we will protect 
our investments in special operations forces, new technologies 
like ISR and unmanned systems, space and cyberspace 
capabilities and our capacity to quickly mobilize." 

On the Middle East: “To support these objectives, the 
United States will continue to place a premium on U.S. and 
allied military presence in -- and support of -- partner nations 
in and around this region.” 

Speaking Thursday, Panetta put the Middle East, with 
Asia, on the short list of regions where the United States will 
focus its energies. 

On the ability to wage two wars at one time: “Even when 
U.S. forces are committed to a large-scale operation in one 
region, they will be capable of denying the objectives of -- or 
imposing unacceptable costs on -- an opportunistic aggressor 
in a second region. U.S. forces will plan to operate whenever 
possible with allied and coalition forces.” 

On nuclear weapons: “It is possible that our deterrence 
goals can be achieved with a smaller nuclear force, which 
would reduce the number of nuclear weapons in our inventory 
as well as their role in U.S. national security strategy.” 

On rotational deployments and multi-national training 
exercises, which San Diego Sailors and Marines commonly 
take part in: “With reduced resources, thoughtful choices will 
need to be made regarding the location and frequency of these 
operations.” 

On benefits and pay: “The (Defense) Department must 
continue to reduce the cost of doing business. This entails 
reducing the rate of growth of manpower costs, finding further 
efficiencies in overhead and headquarters, business practices, 
and other support activities before taking further risk in 
meeting the demands of the strategy. As DoD takes steps to 
reduce its manpower costs, to include reductions in the growth 
of compensation and health care costs, we will keep faith with 
those who serve.” 

Answering questions at the Pentagon, Panetta restated 
what he has said in the past about not cutting benefits for 
retirees. 
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24. New Pentagon Strategy Calls For Smaller Nuclear Forces 
(DEFENSE DAILY 06 JAN 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

The Pentagon's strategic review unveiled yesterday calls 
for a smaller nuclear force but one that will not compromise 
an effective deterrence against potential adversaries, according 
to a top DoD official. 

Michele Flourney, the undersecretary for defense policy, 
told reporters the Department of Defense will continue to 
upgrade the strategic nuclear fleet "as necessary" but 
maintained that deterrence will be possible with reduced 
forces. 

"The strategy is very clear that we will continue to field a 
safe and secure and effective deterrent in that we will continue 
to modernize and recapitalize as necessary," Flourney said. 

Flourney did not detail the size of the reduction, saying 
that information will be available when the Pentagon goes 
public with its fiscal 2013 budget proposal later this month. 

"It's our judgment that we can maintain deterrence at 
lower levels of forces but I will defer any discussion as to 
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specific programmatic details to the budget when it rolls out," 
she said. 

The strategic review, titled Sustaining U.S. Global 
Leadership: Priorities for 21st Century Defense, seeks to 
outline the Pentagon's priorities for global operations in a 
reduced budget environment, as the department will have to 
absorb at least $480 billion in spending reductions over the 
next decade. 

Rep. Mike Turner (R-Ohio), the chairman of the House 
Armed Services Committee's strategic forces subpanel, 
promptly criticized the plan, saying the United States cannot 
reduce its nuclear deterrent at a time when China and Russia 
are modernizing their arsenals and with the looming threat of 
Iran's and North Korea's nuclear ambitions. 

"The U.S. cannot be alone in disarming itself of nuclear 
weapons," he said in a statement. "Reductions to our nuclear 
deterrent should only come as a result of proportionate cuts 
from our adversaries as well.” 

"This review leaves both our nation and our allies unsure 
of the future of our nuclear deterrent, and our ability to 
counteract attacks from those who seek to do us harm," he 
added. 

It remained unclear whether the envisioned nuclear 
reductions will go beyond what is required in the New 
Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty (New START) with Russia. 
New START entered into force in February and calls on both 
countries to cut their deployed number of nuclear warheads to 
1,550 by 2018. 

It also remained unclear how smaller numbers would 
impact the "triad" of sea-, land- and air based systems for 
delivering nuclear weapons. 

There has been some talk in Washington of possibly 
eliminating one element of the triad, an option strongly 
objected to by senior military officers and numerous members 
of Congress. 

Maj. Gen. William Chambers, assistant chief of staff for 
strategic deterrence and nuclear integration, said late last year 
that smaller numbers of warheads in the active arsenal makes 
it even more critical to keep all three delivery systems. 

"As numbers decline, it becomes increasingly important 
to maintain a force structure and a force posture with diverse 
and complementary attributes," Chambers said (Defense 
Daily, Nov. 1, 2011). Getting rid of one part of the triad would 
negatively affect the other two, he added. 

Previous Pentagon budget documents outline spending 
$100 billion over the next 10 years on nuclear modernization. 
But that could be affected by the current fiscal situation. 

The austerity measures come at a time when the Air Force 
weighs the development of its next generation of long-range, 
deep-strike bomber and the Navy is in the early stages of 
developing its next ballistic submarine to replace the current 
fleet of Ohio-class SSBNs. The Navy anticipates starting to 
retire the Ohio-class subs toward the end of the 2020s. Senior 
Air Force and Navy officials have identified the long-range 
strike program and Ohio-class replacement as top priorities. 
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25. Budget Cuts Won't Hit Unmanned Systems, Panetta Says 
(DEFENSE DAILY 06 JAN 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

Defense Secretary Leon Panetta said yesterday that 
funding for unmanned systems will be unchanged and in some 
cases increased, even as the Pentagon braces for some of its 
sharpest reductions in spending since the end of the Cold War. 

Protecting unmanned systems is critical for building a 
military for the next century and moving beyond the force 
structure of the 1990s and of the last decade, which was 
largely determined by fighting two ground wars in Iraq and 
Afghanistan, Panetta said. 

Panetta spoke as he and President Barack Obama unveiled 
a broad new strategy for reshaping the military and identifying 
global priorities in a reduced budget environment. Like 
unmanned systems, special operation forces, intelligence, 
reconnaissance and surveillance (ISR), and cyberspace 
capabilities will be protected or also see hikes in spending, the 
defense secretary said. 

"These investments will help the military retain and 
continue to refine and institutionalize the expertise and 
capabilities that have been gained at such great cost over the 
last decade," Panetta said. 

The Pentagon expects to roll out its fiscal 2013 budget 
proposal later this month. 

Defense officials have long made clear that unmanned 
systems will play a crucial role in the future and can come at a 
lower cost than their manned counterparts. Unmanned aerial 
systems (UAS) have played a significant role in identifying 

potential threats in Afghanistan and Iraq, while armed versions 
such as Predator and Reaper have been instrumental in taking 
out al-Qaeda and Taliban operatives along the Afghan-
Pakistani border. 

The Association for Unmanned Vehicle Systems 
International (AUVSI) welcomed Panetta's pledge of 
continued support for UASs. 

"In light of the budget cuts the Department of Defense 
must make, we are heartened to see that Secretary of Defense 
Panetta will continue to invest in utilizing unmanned systems 
to protect and work with troops in theater," the association's 
president and CEO, Michael Toscano, said. 

Retired admiral and former Chief of Naval Operations, 
Gary Roughead, identified UAVs as having a critical role in 
the future of the Navy under constrained budgets during a 
speech last summer. 

"Warfighting and fiscal realities I believe are going to 
drive us more rapidly and in a much more focused way 
beyond our traditional platforms to the inclusion of unmanned 
systems," Roughead said in August, weeks before he retired 
(Defense Daily, Aug. 22, 2011). 

He touted the Navy's Broad Area Maritime Surveillance-
Demonstrator (BAMS) aircraft and the MQ-8 Fire Scout 
helicopter. BAMS is a variant of the Air Force's RQ-4 Global 
Hawk. 
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BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
26. Good News Now. Bad News Later? 
Early plan makes it appear the Army, not the Navy, will bear the brunt of coming budget cuts. A long-term 
focus on the Asia-Pacific region may not bode well for the Atlantic-based fleet. 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 06 JAN 12) ... Bill Bartel 

A new national defense strategy outlined Thursday by the 
Obama administration - which puts a greater emphasis on 
mobile platforms such as Navy ships, smaller elite units such 
as SEALs, and more high-tech defense systems - appears to 
bode well for Hampton Roads. 

But the strategy, a precursor to the defense budget 
proposal due out in early February, also raises some red flags. 

The plan requires a stronger military presence - most 
likely the Navy and Air Force - in the Asia-Pacific region to 
protect shipping lanes and commerce as China expands its 
navy. Such an approach raises a question that defense officials 
are not yet willing to answer: Will any of the Atlantic-based 
fleet of five carriers - all homeported in Hampton Roads - be 
sent to the Pacific? 

The defense strategy, introduced by President Barack 
Obama and Defense Secretary Leon Panetta at the Pentagon, 
comes as the wars in the Middle East are winding down and 
the Defense Department is poised to cut spending by $489 
billion over 10 years. 

"Yes, our military will be leaner," Obama said. "But the 
world must know the United States is going to maintain our 
military superiority with armed forces that are agile, flexible 
and ready for the full range of contingencies and threats." 

The new strategy would shrink the Army and the Marine 
Corps and reduce the U.S. military presence in Europe. Larger 
units of ground troops would be downsized in favor of smaller 
forces, but the military would develop contingency plans to 
activate reservists when needed. The Pentagon would keep 
intact a "healthy cadre" of experienced noncommissioned and 
midgrade officers who would be ready to lead newly 
mobilized reserve or National Guard troops, Panetta said. 

The plan suggests that some military operations will have 
to be scrapped, but it does not offer specifics. More 
information is expected to emerge later this month and in early 
February. 

Craig Quigley, executive director of the Hampton Roads 
Military and Federal Facilities Alliance, said he needs to hear 
more details but the report indicates that Navy towns might 
fare better than Army towns. 

"As sure as we're sitting here, there's going to be 
something that will have an adverse effect on Hampton 
Roads," he said. "But we're not going to have the dramatic 
reductions that you will see around a community that hosts a 
large Army garrison." 

Defense officials said the new strategy will guide budget 
choices that require deep cuts in some areas while spending 
considerably more money in other areas, such as cyber 
warfare and computer network defense. 

U.S. Rep. Randy Forbes, who heads the readiness panel 
of the House Armed Services Committee, said he supports a 
stronger military presence in the Asia-Pacific region but takes 
issue with defense budget cuts. 

"Unfortunately, this review dangerously fails to identify 
risks assumed by drastic budget cuts," the Chesapeake 
Republican said in a prepared statement. 

The strategic plan offers some hints of possible effects in 
southeastern Virginia, where much of the economy is tied to 
defense spending through military operations, defense 
contractors, and one of the nation's largest communities of 
military pensioners. 

Without mentioning by name the Navy SEALs, some of 
whom are based in Virginia Beach, Pentagon officials said 
special operations units will rise in prominence because of the 
need for smaller counterterrorism forces that can work with 
counterparts in allied countries. 

"We've invested an awful lot in our special operations 
forces over the last decade," said Adm. James Winnefeld Jr., 
vice chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. "We're going to 
retain those forces and leverage them into other missions." 

Another element of the new strategy calls for a strong 
ballistic missile defense system. Several Norfolk-based ships 
have been upgraded to have that capability. 

Among the "primary missions" of the military, according 
to the report, will be to quickly respond with humanitarian or 
disaster aid. The mission is not unlike what was done two 
years ago when the Navy's Norfolk-based Fleet Forces 
Command mobilized ships to send supplies, medical care and 
rescue teams to Haiti after a devastating earthquake. 

And the report stresses the need for the military to protect 
access to the "global commons" - the sea and air routes that 
are crucial to world commerce. That protection is already a 
key part of the Navy's maritime strategy. 

Deputy Secretary of Defense Ashton Carter said the new 
strategy also recognizes the need to maintain a robust defense 
industry. 

"As we make program changes, we want to make sure 
that 10 years, 15 years from now, we still have an industrial 
base that supports our key weapon systems even if we're not 
able to buy in those areas at the rates or in the volume that we 
had planned," Carter said. 

Defense officials said this week that even with budget 
cuts, they want to continue to maintain 11 aircraft carriers in 
the Navy fleet, according to The New York Times. 

The Pentagon's desire to keep a strong carrier force means 
steady work for Newport News Shipbuilding, its sole 
manufacturer, Quigley said. 

Panetta reiterated Thursday his concern that the rising 
cost of health and other benefits for military families and 
retirees has to be addressed. 

The secretary vowed to "protect the quality" of benefits 
but did not answer specific questions about whether service 
members or retirees will pay more. 

"We're going to protect the benefits that are provided to 
our troops and to their families. At the same time, as I've said, 
we have some responsibility to try to control costs in this area. 
I think the troops understand that we've got to control those 
costs," Panetta said. 

"But when it comes to their basic benefits, when it comes 
to the retirement benefits of those who have served, when it 
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comes to the benefits that we provide their families, we are going to continue to provide that and not break faith." 
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27. Shielded From Worst Of Pentagon Cuts? 
Defense Department unveils vision for smaller military 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 05 JAN 12) ... Jeanette Steele 

President Barack Obama and Defense Secretary Leon 
Panetta on Thursday unveiled their vision for a smaller 
military — one with fewer ground troops and capable of no 
more than one major conventional war at a time. 

With Asia, special operations troops and technology 
taking starring roles in the Pentagon’s outline of the future 
U.S. military, the San Diego region may not suffer deep pain 
during the coming decade of cutbacks. 

“Now we’re turning the page on a decade of war,” said 
Obama, in a rare appearance at the Pentagon briefing room, 
possibly to put his personal stamp on the new blueprint. 

“The question that this strategy answers is, what kind of 
military will we need long after the wars of the last decade are 
over.” 

The briefing made it clear that the Asia-Pacific region 
will be the Pentagon’s future focus, as China’s military and 
economic might grows. 

This “rebalance” of U.S. forces toward the Asia means 
Sailors and ships in San Diego Bay, the principal home of the 
U.S. Pacific Fleet, may be safe. The San Diego region is home 
to 114,000 active-duty troops, about half of whom are Navy 
and half Marines. 

“The U.S. military will increase its institutional weight 
and focus on enhanced presence, power projection, and 
deterrence in Asia-Pacific,” said Panetta, who stressed that the 
Pacific and the Middle East are “the areas where we see the 
greatest challenges for the future.” 

Details reported by The New York Times suggest that the 
Pentagon plans to keep the Navy’s 11 aircraft carriers, which 
are a key way to show U.S. presence in the Pacific without 
basing more troops there. Two of those flattops are assigned to 
San Diego Bay, and a third may be on its way by 2016. 

But the F-35 Joint Strike Fighter, which is slated to be 
based at Miramar Marine Corps Air Station and replace aging 
F/A-18 jets on Navy carriers, will be delayed, according to the 
Times report. That Lockheed Martin program is said to be one 
of the most expensive weapons systems in history. 

Pentagon officials declined to put numbers on troop cuts 
described Thursday, saying they will be unveiled in the 
president’s budget proposal in coming weeks. But the Times, 
quoting unnamed officials, reported that the Army will be cut 
more than expected, dropping from 570,000 to 490,000 troops 
— instead of the 520,000 earlier predicted. 

There was no word, official or unofficial, about more 
troop reductions for the Marine Corps, about one quarter of 
which resides in San Diego County. A cut of up to 20,000, or 
10 percent of today’s 202,000 Marines, is already scheduled. 

But the Pacific mission of the Marines, with bases in 
Hawaii and Japan, could cushion that service from further 
slimming. 

Defense analyst Lawrence Korb, senior fellow at the 
Center for American Progress in Washington, D.C., sees San 
Diego faring well, aside from losing Marine personnel. 

“I think you guys will be in pretty good shape there,” said 
Korb, a retired naval officer and assistant secretary of defense 
in the Reagan administration. 

But Michael O’Hanlon of Washington, D.C.’s Brookings 
Institution said he thinks the outline presented Thursday, the 
thrust of which he generally supports, downplayed how 
serious defense cuts will have to be. The Pentagon is 
committed to slicing at least $487 billion from its budget over 
the next 10 years. 

O’Hanlon predicts the pain will be felt across all military 
services. He expects significant reductions in weapons 
program, which would hit the Navy and Air Force hardest. 

“The F-35 is going to have to change a lot, the littoral 
combat ships will have change a lot,” he said. “Some of these 
will have to be killed or dramatically changed.” 

As for the Marines, the Brookings senior fellow said the 
cuts may well be 15 percent — or 30,000 troops — which 
would take the Marine Corps to pre-Sept. 11, 2001, levels. 

Rep. Duncan Hunter, who sits on the House Armed 
Services Committee, quickly sounded a warning note about 
the Pentagon’s plan. 

“We really need to ask ourselves whether this is the right 
time for such a significant change in U.S. defense strategy, 
brought on by such severe and disproportionate budget cuts,” 
the Alpine Republican said in a press statement. “For me, the 
answer is a resounding no.” 

Panetta indicated that technology and flexibility will be 
cherished in the military of the future. 

The new outline particularly mentions protecting 
investments in unmanned systems, some of which are 
designed in San Diego County. General Atomics makes the 
Predator drone, and Northrop Grumman creates the Global 
Hawk and Fire Scout. 

Also protected will be special operations forces, a group 
that includes the Navy SEALs in Coronado and a Marine 
special operations battalion at Camp Pendleton. 

“The U.S. joint force will be smaller, and it will be 
leaner,” Panetta said. “But its great strength will be that it will 
be more agile, more flexible, ready to deploy quickly, 
innovative, and technologically advanced. That is the force for 
the future.” 

Other topics of interest in Thursday’s Defense Strategic 
Guidance document: 

 The ability to wage two wars at one time. “Even 
when U.S. forces are committed to a large-scale 
operation in one region, they will be capable of 
denying the objectives of — or imposing 
unacceptable costs on — an opportunistic aggressor 
in a second region. U.S. forces will plan to operate 
whenever possible with allied and coalition forces.” 

 Nuclear weapons. “It is possible that our deterrence 
goals to be achieved with a smaller nuclear force, 
which would reduce the number of nuclear weapons 
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in our inventory as well as their role in U.S. national 
security strategy.” 

 Rotational deployments and multinational training 
exercises, which San Diego Sailors and Marines 
commonly take part in. “With reduced resources, 
thoughtful choices will need to be made regarding the 
location and frequency of these operations.” 

 Benefits and pay: “The (Defense) Department must 
continue to reduce the cost of doing business. This 
entails reducing the rate of growth of manpower 

costs, finding further efficiencies in overhead and 
headquarters, business practices, and other support 
activities before taking further risk in meeting the 
demands of the strategy. As DoD takes steps to 
reduce its manpower costs, to include reductions in 
the growth of compensation and health care costs, we 
will keep faith with those who serve.” 

Responding to questions, Panetta restated what he has 
said in the past about not cutting benefits for retirees. 
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28. Military To Be Pared, But Not Necessarily In Kitsap 
(KITSAP (WA) 05 JAN 12) ... Ed Friedrich 

BREMERTON — President Obama and top military 
brass published their guidelines Thursday to strategically cut 
billions of dollars from the defense budget over the next 
decade. It looks like the Northwest Navy could avoid most of 
the lopping. 

After a decade of war and large increases in military 
spending, Congress ordered a $487 billion reduction over 10 
years. And if a deficit deal isn't struck, $600 billion more 
would begin to be cut in January 2013. 

But Secretary of Defense Leon Panetta, who presented the 
eight-page Defense Strategic Guidance along with Obama and 
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Gen. Martin Dempsey, 
said the military would have been remade even if there were 
no financial problems. 

With the end of military commitments in Iraq and the 
drawdown under way in Afghanistan, the Army and Marine 
Corps will no longer need to be sized to support long, drawn-
out wars, Panetta said. Ground forces will be smaller, but 
more agile, flexible, ready to deploy, innovative and 
technologically advanced. 

Panetta added the United States will "rebalance" its global 
presence, emphasizing the Pacific and Middle East. 

"These are the areas where we see the greatest challenges 
for the future," he said. 

Sixty percent of Navy assets are already in the Pacific, 
and that number can be expected to grow. 

"I think we're going to be fine," U.S. Rep. Norm Dicks 
said of Puget Sound Navy bases. "The emphasis is on the 
Pacific. With the problems in North Korea and China's 
growing military capability and our major trade commitments 
in that area, it's going to be a positive for our area." 

Guy Stitt, longtime Puget Sound Naval Bases Association 
board member, thought the same thing when he read the 
document. It's good for the Navy overall and even better for 
the Pacific Navy. 

"Focusing our energy in the Pacific suggests to me that 
maybe we will see a shift over the next few years that will be 
positive for the West Coast," said Stitt, who travels annually to 
Washington, D.C., to support Puget Sound naval bases. 

Tom Stroup, PSNBA president, said Northwest aircraft 
carriers have been in the middle of Iraq and Afghanistan wars. 
But they can do more. 

"The carriers are also equipped to support global strife 
and state and non-state threats," he said. 

When Stroup was in Washington, D.C., last year in 
support of area bases, he was told the Navy will remain in the 
Northwest but with a smaller presence. 

Thursday's pronouncement might change the outlook. 
"It certainly bodes well for us," he said. 
One of the Armed Forces' 10 primary missions outlined in 

the document is maintaining a safe, secure and effective 
nuclear deterrent. It says it's possible deterrence can be 
achieved with a smaller nuclear force. That could affect Naval 
Base Kitsap-Bangor because it is home to eight of the nation's 
14 ballistic missile submarines. 

"In my view the most secure part of the (triad nuclear) 
deterrent is our Trident submarines," said Dicks, D-Belfair. "If 
we have to replace the older Tridents, how many are we going 
to have in the future? With the circumstances in the world, I 
believe we can come down in numbers." 

Stitt said Puget Sound Naval Shipyard is a huge asset not 
only to the Navy but to the area because of its unique 
capabilities. Among other attributes, it's the only shipyard on 
the West Coast that can accommodate Nimitz-class aircraft 
carriers. 

"I think we're in great shape," he said. "I really do, when 
you look at the assets and capabilities we bring to bear in the 
(Northwest) Region." 
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29. Okinawa Accepts Additional Documents For Gov't Report On U.S. Base 
(KYODO NEWS 06 JAN 12) 

NAHA -- Okinawa Prefecture accepted additional 
documents from the Defense Ministry on Friday, completing 
requirements for a key environmental impact assessment 
report submitted earlier on the long-stalled relocation of the 
U.S. Marine Corps' Futenma Air Station within the prefecture. 

It remains uncertain, however, whether the government 
will be able to win local permission for land reclamation as 

Gov. Hirokazu Nakaima hinted once again Friday he will not 
give the green light. 

Okinawa officials acknowledged the receipt of the report 
on Thursday but requested the additional documents after 
finding that about 80 pages on the opinions of the Okinawa 
governor and residents as well as the bureau's response were 
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missing from all 24 copies of the 7,000-page report submitted 
on Dec. 28, they said. 

Nakaima will have 45 days to present his opinion to the 
central government on the part of the report regarding the 
construction of a replacement airfield in the Henoko coastal 
area in Nago where the U.S. facilities are to be moved, and 
until late March to do so on the reclamation project for that 
purpose. 

The governor told a news conference Friday he will seek 
to "minimize the impact on the natural environment" and 
adhere to his stance of demanding the base be moved outside 
of Okinawa when conveying his opinion to the government. 

While the government plans to apply for land reclamation 
permission once the assessment process is completed, 
Nakaima said, "(Relocation) within the prefecture is 
effectively impossible as it will take much too much time. The 
principle of (moving it) outside of Okinawa remains 
unchanged and I plan to handle the issue keeping that in 
mind." 

Residents of Okinawa, which has long shouldered the 
bulk of U.S. forces in Japan, remain opposed to the Japan-U.S. 
agreement to relocate the base within the prefecture. 
Washington, meanwhile, has been pressuring Tokyo to make 
progress soon on the matter. 
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30. USS Narcissus, Civil War Shipwreck Off Egmont Key, Could Become Florida's 12th Underwater 
Preserve 

(TAMPA BAY TIMES 05 JAN 12) ... Jodie Tillman 
TAMPA — The Civil War tugboat was named for a 

mythological Greek youth mesmerized by his own reflection 
in a pool. But for 146 years, the USS Narcissus has lingered 
out of view, an underwater graveyard for the nearly two dozen 
Navy men who died when the ship sank during a storm. 

This year, though, the 82-foot Narcissus could begin 
attracting more admirers. 

State officials have proposed making the shipwreck site, 2 
miles off the northern end of Egmont Key, Florida's 12th 
underwater archaeological preserve. 

That designation would put the site, literally, on the 
underwater map. Divers and anglers could visit the wreckage, 
which sits in 15 feet of water. The state would promote the 
ship as a historic site, distributing brochures and putting up a 
bronze plaque. 

"Think of it like a state park," said Mike Terrell of the 
Florida Aquarium, who is also heading up the Friends of the 
USS Narcissus group, which would be responsible for 
monitoring activity at the site. 

The ship is owned by the U.S. Navy, which has signed off 
in support of the designation. 

The Narcissus, which saw action at the Battle of Mobile 
Bay, was nominated for the preserve designation last year by 
the Florida Aquarium and South Eastern Archaeological 
Services. The wreckage has been mapped and photographed as 
part of the Tampa Bay Historical Shipwreck Survey. 

Major features of the vessel are exposed, including the 
steam engine, drive shaft, propeller and a portion of the 
wooden hull. 

The wreck site has become a refuge for marine life, 
including hard and soft coral, cobia and goliath grouper. 

Terrell, who has dived at the site, said he gets the chills 
when he's so close to a piece of history altered only by Mother 
Nature, not by man. 

"If I've got my hand on the propeller and engine, it's like, 
'Wow, the last time this thing was a boat was almost 150 years 

ago,’“ he said. "I feel very privileged to be part of it. One of 
the things that drives me up the wall about archaeology at 
times is that there's a lot of papers published, a lot of 
information gathered, but it never gets out to the public." 

The Narcissus, a wooden-hulled steam tugboat, was built 
in 1863 in East Albany, N.Y. The Navy bought the ship, then 
called the Mary Cook, and commissioned it as USS Narcissus 
in 1864. 

The ship was present during the Battle of Mobile Bay, 
when Union Adm. David G. Farragut uttered the famous 
words, "Damn the torpedos! Full speed ahead!" 

After the war, the Narcissus had outlived its purpose 
helping blockade Southern ports. 

On Jan. 1, 1866, the tugboat left Pensacola, bound for 
New York to be decommissioned and sold. 

Three days later, the vessel ran into a storm off the 
Pinellas coast. Traveling at full speed, it hit a sandbar about 2 
miles north of Egmont Key. The boiler exploded. The ship 
sank. 

The wreckage had been mostly forgotten until the late 
1990s when divers notified the state about it, said Terrell. But 
little investigation of the site occurred until about four years 
ago when the Florida Aquarium began getting state grants 
totaling $200,000 to do underwater exploration in the Tampa 
Bay area. 

At the Narcissus site, divers started by measuring remains 
with folding rulers and pencils. Then the investigation got 
more sophisticated, including sonar sensing technology that 
created three-dimensional images of the wreckage. 

"We've thrown everything at this," said Terrell. 
Florida's underwater preserve program, which includes 

the Urca de Lima, a Spanish galleon off Fort Pierce, started in 
1987. According to a state report, the 11 preserves are visited 
at least 424 times a year by dive charters. 
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NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
31. Panetta: Cyber Warfare Could Paralyze U.S. 
(CBS NEWS 05 JAN 12) ... Scott Pelley 

Back in 2010, the Pentagon established cyber command 
to wage war and defend America's computer systems. It's a top 
priority for Secretary of Defense Leon Panetta. In an interview 
for "60 Minutes," CBS Evening News anchor Scott Pelley 
spoke with Panetta while he was touring the Middle East last 
month, flying in a command post that's rigged to conduct 
nuclear war if need be. The Secretary told CBS News cyber 
war is one of his biggest worries. 

Panetta: The reality is that there is the cyber capability to 
basically bring down our power grid to create ... to paralyze 
our financial system in this country to virtually paralyze our 
country. And I think we have to be prepared not only to 
defend against that kind of attack but if necessary we are 
going to have to be prepared to be able to be aggressive when 

it comes to cyber efforts as well. We've got to develop the 
technology, the capability, we've got to be able to defend this 
country. 

Pelley: Is it fair to characterize your cyber command as 
currently engaged in battle every day? 

Panetta: That's one of the interesting questions. What 
constitutes an act of war when it comes to cyber warfare? 
Countries use cyber as a way to exploit information. I think 
the Chinese use it as a way to gain information in the business 
arena. But if a cyber effort were made that, in fact, crippled 
this country or paralyzed this country or hit a major grid 
system then you have to ask the question does this constitute 
an act of war? 

View Clip (RT: 2:06) 
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32. Defense Technology To Grow Despite Pentagon Budget Cuts 
(NEXTGOV 05 JAN 12) ... Bob Brewin 

As the Defense Department slashes its budget by at least 
$487 billion in 10 years, technology investment is one of the 
few areas that will continue to grow, according to a new 
military strategy that President Obama and Pentagon officials 
released Thursday. 

The increased spending will focus on cyberspace, 
intelligence systems, space and science research, according to 
the review. 

President Obama told a Pentagon press briefing that 
Defense has to develop "smart, strategic priorities." 
Specifically, he called for enhanced intelligence, surveillance 
and reconnaissance systems. 

In his written introduction to the review, Obama said the 
new strategy will "ensure that our military is agile, flexible 
and ready for the full range of contingencies." He added this 
includes investments to ensure that the United States can 
prevail in all domains of military operations, including 
cyberspace. 

Defense Secretary Leon Panetta said broad cuts in the 
new Defense budget, due for release in late January, do not 
apply to investments in technology, including unmanned 
systems, space capabilities and "particularly cyberspace 
capabilities." 

Defense budgeted $3.2 billion for cybersecurity in 2012. 
The Pentagon, Panetta said, must continue to invest "in new 
capabilities to maintain a decisive edge." 

He declined to provide specific funding figures for any 
military programs, deferring that action until release of the 
2013 Defense budget. But, Panetta said, the strategy will drive 
the structure of the budget. 

Deputy Secretary of Defense Ashton B. Carter said the 
new strategy envisions budget increases in "all aspects of 
cyber," along with science and technology research. Defense 

cannot abandon that research, Carter said, as it would be akin 
to "eating our seed corn." 

Highlighting the importance of networks and space 
systems in the future, the strategy document said: "Modern 
armed forces cannot conduct high-temp, effective operations 
without reliable information and communication networks and 
assured access to cyberspace and space. Today space systems 
and their supporting infrastructure face a range of threats that 
may degrade, disrupt or destroy assets. Accordingly, DoD will 
continue to work with domestic and international allies and 
partners and invest in advanced capabilities to defend its 
networks, operational capability and resiliency in cyberspace 
and space." 

Trey Hodgkins, vice president of national security and 
procurement policy at TechAmerica, an industry trade group, 
said the new military strategy reflects an increasing awareness 
within Defense that technology, including information 
technology, sits at the core of multiple missions, and the 
Pentagon has to continue to beef up investments in this area. 

Obama pointed out that the new military strategy shifts 
the Pentagon focus from Europe and the Mideast to the Asia-
Pacifc region, including a beefed-up U.S. force presence in 
Australia that he announced in November 2011. 

"As we end today's wars, we will focus on a broader 
range of challenges and opportunities, including the security 
and prosperity of the Asia-Pacific [region]," Obama wrote in 
his introduction to the review. This shift includes dealing with 
the growth of the military power of China, which should be 
balanced by greater U.S. military presence in the region, the 
document said. 

Hodgkins said this increased focus on the Asia-Pacific 
region will boost the importance of the U.S. Pacific Command 
headquartered in Honolulu and will require greater Defense 
network capacity in the region. 
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33. Coast Guard Acquisition Chief: Deepwater Dead 
(FEDERAL TIMES 05 JAN 12) ... Sarah Chacko 

The Coast Guard’s acquisition chief has officially 
declared the multibillion-dollar Deepwater acquisition plan as 
dead. 

“The time has come for the U.S. Coast Guard to officially 
drop the Deepwater name from any reference to our 
acquisition portfolio,” Rear Adm. Jake Korn, assistant 
commandant for acquisition, said in an article published last 
month in the agency’s Service Lines magazine. 

Performance on the last line item under the Integrated 
Coast Guard Systems contract — a joint venture between 
Lockheed Martin and Northrop Grumman — ends this month, 
Korn said. 

Deepwater, which includes cutters, aircraft and unmanned 
aerial systems, was priced at $24.2 billion when the Coast 
Guard took control of the program from its lead contractor in 
2007. The Government Accountability Office reported in July 
that the total could be as high as $29.3 billion, and the 
service’s most recent five-year budget plan indicates it could 
cost even more and face further delays. 

Some individual programs also showed sharp cost 
increases. The estimated price of the National Security Cutter 
program — considered the flagship of the Coast Guard’s 

reacquisition plan — grew nearly 40 percent over the past four 
years, from $3.45 billion to $4.75 billion. The cost for fast 
response cutters grew 32 percent, from $3.21 billion to $4.24 
billion. 

“In the end, the general consensus is that we ceded too 
much responsibility to the contractor, including some 
functions that should have been reserved for government 
employees,” Korn wrote. “However, there is a great deal of 
good that has emerged from this endeavor. We have learned 
many hard lessons, fostered systems thinking, built our 
acquisition expertise and are collectively smarter as a service.” 

The Coast Guard still has recapitalization needs, Korn 
said. The service’s current acquisition projects are no more 
than halfway complete, but those projects are moving forward 
with less risk than before, he said. 

But one significant risk still lingers: getting the money to 
finish needed projects, Korn said. 

“Failure to finish out these investments will create 
capability gaps in the future as other recapitalization needs 
become inexorably more urgent,” he said. “Deepwater is 
officially dead — long live Coast Guard recapitalization.” 
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34. Tricare Soon May Cover Substance Treatments 
(NAVY TIMES 05 JAN 12) ... Patricia Kime 

The Defense Department is proposing to allow Tricare to 
pay for medical treatment and therapy programs using drug 
substitution therapy. 

“For many, pain related to injuries must be treated for 
many months and such long-term use of pain medications has 
put our service members using those medicines at risk for 
dependence,” according to a DoD notice published in the Dec. 
29 Federal Register. 

Methadone and Suboxone are proven medications for 
treating opiate addicts, serving as lesser-of-evils substitutes for 
heroin and prescription painkillers like Vicodin and 
OxyContin. But medical substitution therapy, while covered 
by most private insurers, isn’t available to Tricare 
beneficiaries. 

DoD’s proposed change comes after a decade of war in 
which painkillers have been prescribed to service members at 
record levels. 

The change would allow Tricare to support medical 
treatment that combines prescribing therapeutic but known 
addictive substances for a known addictive drug with 
counseling. 

Like methadone, Suboxone, a combination of 
buprenorphine and naloxone, helps eliminate the physical 

symptoms, like nausea and tremors, as well as the cravings of 
narcotics withdrawal. 

It has been studied by DoD and is viewed by many 
addiction experts as a safer, more effective substitute than 
alternatives. 

Under current policy, Tricare covers Suboxone only for 
intense detoxification. The new rule would allow the military 
health activity to support it for long-term maintenance 
treatment. 

In their proposal, DoD officials said the current rule is 
outdated. “It fails to recognize the accumulated medical 
evidence supporting certain maintenance programs as one 
component of the continuum of care necessary for the 
effective treatment of substance dependence.” 

A 2010 Army report estimated one in seven soldiers has 
received a prescription for an opiate. 

“This really makes it ever more important to ensure that 
all safe and effective treatments for substance dependence are 
available to our service members,” the proposal says. 

The comment period on the proposed change ends Feb. 
27. 

Typically, the change would go into effect about 90 days 
after the final rule is published, Tricare spokesman Austin 
Camacho said. 
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35. U.S. Proposes Regulating Face, Hand Transplants 
'It's a huge step forward in the right direction' 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 05 JAN 12) ... Marilynn Marchione 

The government wants to start regulating face and hand 
transplants just as kidneys, hearts and other organs are now, 

with waiting lists, a nationwide system to match and distribute 
body parts and donor testing to prevent deadly infections. 
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It's a big step toward expanding access to these radical 
operations, especially for wounded troops returning home. A 
dozen U.S. hospitals already do face or hand transplants and 
more are preparing to offer the operations. More than 1,000 
troops have lost an arm or leg in Afghanistan or Iraq, and the 
government estimates that 200 troops might be eligible for 
face transplants. 

"These body parts are starting to become more 
mainstream, if you will, than they were five or 10 years ago 
when they were first pioneered in this country," said Dr. James 
Bowman, medical director of the Health Resources Services 
Administration, the government agency that regulates organ 
transplants. 

The agency has proposed new rules that expand the 
regulation of transplants to include faces, hands and other 
body parts. Waiting lists for these body parts are informal and 
local now. The new rule would make such transplants part of 
the nationwide matching system run by the United Network 
for Organ Sharing, or UNOS. 

The rules would regulate transplants of feet, ankles, legs, 
fingers, windpipes, voice boxes, the abdominal wall and 
possibly even a uterus or a penis — operations tried at least 
once in other countries. 

"When you think about the human body, there is really 
nothing that could not be replaced by transplantation. Almost 
nothing," said Dr. Bohdan Pomahac, who has done four face 
transplants at Brigham and Women's Hospital in Boston. 

At least 18 face transplants have been done around the 
world, starting in 2005 with a French woman mauled by her 
dog. The Cleveland Clinic did the first face transplant in the 
U.S. in 2008. 

The U.S. Department of Defense is providing money for 
more of these surgeries in Cleveland and Boston in hopes of 
helping soldiers disfigured in battle. The University of 
Pittsburgh, the University of California, Los Angeles, and 
other medical centers plan to offer face or hand transplants 
soon. 

The first successful hand transplant in the United States 
was performed in 1999, and more than three dozen have been 
done worldwide. 

The proposal to treat these like organ transplants "is 
terrific" and is supported by leading transplant surgery groups, 
Pomahac said. 

"It's a huge step forward in the right direction. It will 
make it easier for programs to get started," Pomahac said. 

The federal agency will accept public comments on the 
rules until Feb. 14 before making a final decision. The rules 
are expected to take effect later this year or early next year. 

The change would not affect regulation of heart valves, 
bone and other tissue implants or transplants, which are 
overseen by the Food and Drug Administration. Instead, it 
would cover transplants of complex tissues such as a 
combination of bone and muscle involving blood vessels — 
like a hand or face. 

Many doctors and bioethicists long objected to face and 
hand transplants because patients must take drugs for the rest 
of their lives to prevent rejection, which can raise their risk of 
cancer and other problems. The risk wasn't considered worth 
the benefit for operations that are not life-saving as heart or 
liver transplants are. 

But the objections have softened as face transplants have 
been so successful and greatly improved quality of life. 

The most recent recipient is Charla Nash, a Connecticut 
woman mauled by a chimpanzee. She had a face transplant 
last May. 

Now, "she's feeling a lot of the face. She can start to move 
on one side. She's able to talk better. Her spirits are great," 
said Pomahac, her surgeon. 

Other face transplant recipients go out in public, enjoy 
eating normal food for the first time in years, and some have 
even become advocates for the procedure. 

So far, only two face transplant-related deaths have been 
reported. One was a Chinese man who reportedly was not 
given or did not take medicines to prevent his body from 
rejecting his new face. The other was in Paris, a man who 
received a face and a double hand transplant. He suffered a 
heart attack during surgery for a complication. 
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36. Bin Laden Film Spurs Inquiry 
The Pentagon wonders if director and writer received classified information. 
(LOS ANGELES TIMES 06 JAN 12) ... Ken Dilanian 

WASHINGTON -- Did the Obama administration release 
classified information to Hollywood notables for a film about 
the operation that killed Osama bin Laden, a Sony Pictures 
movie slated for release late this year? 

That's a question Rep. Pete King (R.-N.Y.) wants 
answered. And in response, the Pentagon's inspector general 
has launched an investigation, King disclosed Thursday. 

"We plan to begin subject investigation immediately," 
Patricia A. Brannin, deputy inspector general for intelligence 
and special program assessments, wrote in a memo that King 
emailed to reporters. 

At issue is whether the filmmakers -- director Kathryn 
Bigelow and screenwriter Mark Boal, who won Oscars for 
their 2009 Iraq war movie, "The Hurt Locker" -- were given 
access to classified information about a mission that remains 
shrouded in secrecy. While newspapers and magazines have 

published detailed accounts about the raid, much remains 
unknown to all but a few. 

The film is scheduled to arrive in theaters Dec. 19. 
The Bin Laden raid is widely viewed as a political plus 

for President Obama, who sent U.S. Navy SEALs to kill the 
Al Qaeda leader at a compound in Pakistan even though the 
CIA could not say with certainty he was there. 

King's interest was aroused Aug. 6 when New York 
Times columnist Maureen Dowd wrote that "the moviemakers 
are getting top-level access to the most classified mission in 
history from an administration that has tried to throw more 
people in jail for leaking classified information than the Bush 
administration." 

"The leaks that followed the successful Bin Laden 
mission led to the arrests of Pakistanis and put in danger the 
mission's heroes and their families," King said in a statement. 
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"Privately, individuals in the intelligence and special 
operations communities expressed support for my request for 
a probe. I look forward to an update on the investigation and 
actions taken thus far." 

U.S. officials refused to discuss what cooperation the 
filmmakers have received. CIA spokesman Jennifer 
Youngblood said, "CIA has been open that as part of our 
public outreach, the agency has over the years engaged with 
writers, documentary filmmakers, movie and TV producers, 
and others in the entertainment industry. Our goal is an 
accurate portrayal of the men and women of the CIA, their 
vital mission, and the commitment to public service that 
defines them. And it is an absolute that the protection of 
national security equities is an integral part of our mission." 

When King first raised the issue in August, White House 
spokesman Jay Carney called King's claims that Bigelow and 
Boal had gotten access to confidential information 
"ridiculous." 

"When people, including you, in this room, are working 
on articles, books, documentaries or movies that involve the 
president, ask to speak to administration officials, we do our 
best to accommodate them to make sure the facts are correct," 
Carney said. "That is hardly a novel approach to the media. 
We do not discuss classified information." 

In addition to the Pentagon investigation, the CIA has 
decided to craft a written policy about how its public affairs 
division works with authors and filmmakers, the agency said. 

A spokesperson for Sony declined to comment. 
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OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
37. Why A One-War Posture For The U.S. Military Will Work 
(WASHINGTON POST 06 JAN 12) ... Michael O’Hanlon 

For six decades the United States has planned for the 
capacity to conduct two nearly simultaneous major ground-
combat operations. During the Cold War, one of those 
campaigns was assumed to be an all-out struggle against the 
Warsaw Pact in Europe, the other a conflict in Asia. Since the 
Cold War, defense secretaries Dick Cheney, Les Aspin, 
William Perry, William Cohen, Donald Rumsfeld and Robert 
Gates have adopted some variant of this framework as well. It 
is time for a change. 

Defense Secretary Leon Panetta’s new strategic guidance, 
unveiled Thursday, moves in this direction, stating that the 
future U.S. military “will be capable of defeating a major act 
of aggression in one theater while denying the objectives of — 
or imposing unacceptable costs on — an opportunistic 
aggressor in a second theater.” Panetta and President Obama 
are right to reduce the requirements for a second possible war, 
which in this era would probably not be a ground war in any 
case. 

The case for scaling back is strong. Let’s consider the 
major concerns: Saddam Hussein is gone, and whatever threat 
Iraqis may one day pose to themselves and the region, they are 
unlikely to invade anyone. Farther from home, North Korea 
has acquired nuclear capabilities, but its conventional forces 
have weakened, and South Korea’s army is greatly 
strengthened. Russia remains problematic on multiple issues 
but not because of its military menace to NATO territory. 
Threats from Iran or China, at least in the short term, are much 
more likely to involve U.S. naval, air and special forces 
(which should retain a capacity for handling more than one 
major operation at a time). The uncertainty and instability 
from Syria to Yemen to South Asia, however potentially 
worrisome for American interests, are unlikely to again 
require large-scale U.S.-led action. 

All that said, budget hawks should beware of pushing this 
argument too far. The one-war paradigm is not a prescription 
for cutting the Army and Marine Corps by a third or more. 
Cuts in force structure and personnel should not exceed 15 to 
20 percent, relative to current levels, and could be made only 
gradually, after the Afghanistan campaign winds down. Ten-
year savings would reach perhaps $150 billion. That is much 
of the roughly $400 billion mandated by the August provisions 

of the Budget Control Act but hardly a dent in the (ill-advised) 
nearly trillion-dollar target required by sequestration. 

To carry out this approach responsibly, the United States 
would still need an active-duty Army and Marine Corps 
almost as large as those of the Clinton years. Then, we thought 
we had a two-war capability, a fallacy underscored by events 
in Iraq and Afghanistan. Within a one-war paradigm, we could 
no longer rely on the force package intended for a second war 
to compensate for any underestimations made in planning for 
a first war. Nor could we rely primarily on the National Guard, 
as rapid response would be even more critical to addressing 
problems before they could metastasize. 

The United States would still need capabilities for 
possibly simultaneous additional missions, which would 
probably be smaller in scale than full-fledged war but could be 
long in duration. Rather than a two-war paradigm, we would 
want a “1+2” framework for sizing ground forces — the “1” 
referring to a substantial regional war; the “2” being smaller, 
multinational but potentially long-lasting contingencies such 
as a stabilization effort in Afghanistan (or Syria or Yemen). 

Some critics will argue that capacity for even one war is 
too much, that the nation is tired and broke, that 
counterinsurgency is passe and ground combat obsolete. We 
convinced ourselves of a similar argument about 
counterinsurgency after Vietnam, only to be unready for Iraq 
and Afghanistan a quarter-century later. No new ground wars 
may be likely, but we must be ready for the unlikely. If, say, 
tensions between North and South Korea escalate or the North 
collapses, leading to large-scale mayhem, U.S. forces would 
have to move fast, along with South Korean units, to stem any 
bombardment of Seoul and to prevent nuclear materials from 
leaving the peninsula. 

U.S. forces should also retain a capability to remove 
Iran’s regime. We would consider such an operation only 
under the most grave circumstances — say, after a direct 
Iranian attack against the American homeland rivaling Sept. 
11 in scale. We would not have enough ground forces to 
occupy Iran after a march on Tehran, but we should 
nonetheless have a conventional military counter to possible 
large-scale terrorism supported by the Iranian state. A robust 
one-war potential within the nation’s ground forces, plus some 
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capabilities for lesser concurrent missions, is therefore 
necessary — but also enough for this moment in history. 

Critics will also argue that a one-war paradigm could 
weaken deterrence. We do not want to trigger aggression from 
those who believe that America is powerless to deal with more 
than one ground conflict at a time. Part of the answer to this 
valid concern, shared by Obama and Panetta, is to plan, should 
we become engaged in a major land war, to promptly activate 
part of the National Guard and start enlarging the active-duty 
Army and Marine Corps. The George W. Bush administration 

took such action belatedly a few years ago, resisting it even 
after wars in Iraq and Afghanistan were underway; we need 
not repeat that mistake. 

Ultimately, strategy is about minimizing, not eliminating, 
risk. The threats from maritime contingencies in the Western 
Pacific and Persian Gulf, and from fiscal weakness, exceed 
those from simultaneous ground wars. The U.S. defense 
budget should be adjusted accordingly. 

Michael O’Hanlon is a senior fellow at the Brookings 
Institution. 
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38. A Leaner Pentagon 
(NEW YORK TIMES 06 JAN 12) ... Editorial 

With his new defense strategy, President Obama has put 
forward a generally pragmatic vision of how this country will 
organize and deploy its military in the 21st century, while also 
addressing its deep fiscal problems. 

It is based on the idea that the country must be smarter 
and more restrained in its use of force — a relief after 
President George W. Bush’s disastrous war in Iraq. It will 
mean a significant reduction in the size of the Army and 
Marine Corps. But it doesn’t minimize the fact that the world 
is a very dangerous place and says the country must still be 
ready to fight a major land war — although one lasting for 
years would require another buildup. 

It argues, persuasively, that many of the challenges out 
there can be dealt with by air power, intelligence, special 
operations or innovative technologies like drones. 

Mr. Obama wants to spend less on nuclear weapons — 
the most unnecessary part of the arsenal — although how 
much less is unclear. He plans to focus more resources on 
naval and air power in the Strait of Hormuz, to contain an 
increasingly assertive Iran, and in Asia, to moderate and 
counterbalance China’s ambitions. We agree that the United 
States needs to be more engaged in both areas, but the new 
Asia focus, in particular, must not be an excuse to avoid other 
needed budget cuts. 

With all American troops out of Iraq and Mr. Obama’s 
pledge to draw down in Afghanistan, it is time for a serious 
evaluation of the strategic environment and this country’s role 
and responsibilities. The fiscal crisis has made that more 
urgent. 

Congress has already mandated nearly $500 billion in cuts 
in Pentagon spending over the next decade, and this strategy 
takes those into consideration. The failure of the 
Congressional supercommittee to reach a deficit deal means 
almost $500 billion more are supposed to kick in next January, 
but it is unclear how that would affect the new strategy. Both 
sets of cuts can be absorbed, if made prudently. No one should 
feel sorry for the Pentagon: It has had a blank check for a 

decade, and even with these cuts, the budget will continue to 
grow. 

Republicans are predictably in high dudgeon over the 
decision to jettison the cold-war concept of being able to fight 
and win two conventional land wars simultaneously. It was 
always an artificial construct intended mainly to ensure the 
Pentagon got all it wanted. 

Still, the United States must be ready to face multiple 
contingencies. Our own chilling list includes a collapsing 
Pakistan, another state hijacked by Al Qaeda, Iran blocking oil 
shipping as it pursues its nuclear ambitions or a weak or 
unbalanced North Korean leader making a suicidal run across 
the South Korean border. 

At a Pentagon briefing where Mr. Obama put his personal 
stamp on the strategy, Gen. Martin Dempsey, the chairman of 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff, insisted that the country “will always 
be able to do more than one thing at a time. More importantly, 
wherever we are confronted and in whatever sequence, we 
will win.” 

They gave few details on what the new strategy will mean 
in practice. According to reports in The Times, the Pentagon 
plans to shrink the Army even below current targets, dropping 
to 490,000 soldiers over the next decade. That sounds 
reasonable, but there must be a clear plan on how to build up 
again quickly if needed. 

We understand the importance of sending a clear message 
that this country is not ceding anything in the Pacific to China. 
But that cannot become the Pentagon’s newest argument for 
unrestrained spending. The Times reported that Defense 
Secretary Leon Panetta has already made the mistaken 
decision not to eliminate any of the Navy’s 11 aircraft carriers; 
even scaling back to 10 could save at least $4 billion over the 
next decade. 

It came at the barrel of a budget-cutting gun, but President 
Obama has begun to bring more rationality to military 
planning. The real impact of the strategy will be seen in the 
budget he unveils later this month. 
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39. America's New Lean Fighting Machine 
Facing tighter budgets, the Defense Department outlines a new strategy for America's military. 
(LOS ANGELES TIMES 06 JAN 12) ... Editorial 

Budgetary necessity may have been the mother of 
President Obama's reinvention of military strategy, but that 
doesn't mean the change is reckless or even imprudent. After 
the U.S. withdrawal from Iraq and with the winding down of 

the American presence in Afghanistan, it's time for new 
thinking. 

In an appearance Thursday at the Pentagon, Obama 
unveiled the recommendations of a Defense Department study 
group that he said would produce a military that is "agile, 
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flexible and ready for the full range of contingencies and 
threats." That would be accomplished by smaller increases in 
defense spending, a policy telegraphed by Obama's 10-year 
budget projections for fiscal 2012, which were $105 billion 
less than his 2011 blueprint. 

Although the need for greater austerity forms the 
background for the new directions proposed in the report, they 
are convincingly justified by its analysis of geopolitical trends. 
It proposes a reorientation of defense planning to China and 
the Middle East, noting that most European countries "are now 
producers of security rather than consumers of it." It also 
foresees greater attention to security threats in Africa and 
Latin America, though there as elsewhere the United States 
will develop "innovative, low-cost and small-footprint 
approaches to achieve our security objectives, relying on 
exercises, rotational presence and advisory capabilities." 
Finally, the report contemplates, in cautious terms, a reduction 
in spending on nuclear weapons, saying it's possible that "our 
deterrence goals can be achieved with a smaller nuclear force, 
which would reduce the number of nuclear weapons in our 

inventory as well as their role in U.S. national security 
strategy." 

The critical response to the report has focused on whether 
it effectively renounces the strategy that requires the United 
States to be sufficiently prepared to wage two ground wars 
simultaneously. It does not endorse such a change of policy. In 
fact, it declares: "Even when U.S. forces are committed to a 
large-scale operation in one region, they will be capable of 
denying the objectives of — or imposing unacceptable costs 
on — an opportunistic aggressor in a second region." 

Nevertheless, there is a discernible change in emphasis. 
The report grounds preparedness to fight two wars in the 
concept of "reversibility" — defined as the ability to "make a 
course change that could be driven by many factors, including 
shocks or evolutions in the strategic, operational, economic 
and technological spheres." The concept needs fleshing out, 
but if nimbleness in mobilization can be substituted for 
standing numbers of troops, that would be a military as well as 
a budgetary advantage, and both would help make the nation 
more secure. 
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40. Obama's Defense Drawdown 
Entitlements begin to crowd out the American military. 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 06 JAN 12) ... Editorial 

President Obama yesterday put in a rare appearance at the 
Pentagon, flanked by the four service chiefs and his Secretary 
of Defense. Saying that now is the time to cash in a peace 
dividend, he unveiled plans for a significantly slimmed-down 
military. This dance was choreographed to convey strength. 
Everything else about it showed how domestic entitlements 
are beginning to squeeze the U.S. military. 

This self-inflicted attack on defense comes at a strange 
time. True, the U.S. cut deeply after World War II, Korea, 
Vietnam and the Cold War—and in each case came to regret it 
soon enough when new threats emerged. But peace doesn't 
characterize our time. Mr. Obama yesterday wielded his 
familiar line that "the tide of war is receding," which will 
please his antiwar base but will come as news to the Marines 
in Afghanistan or the Navy ships patrolling the tense Strait of 
Hormuz. 

The Pentagon shouldn't be immune to fiscal scrutiny, yet 
this Administration has targeted defense from its earliest days 
and has kept on squeezing. The White House last year settled 
with Congress on $450 billion in military budget cuts through 
2021, on top of the $350 billion in weapons programs killed 
earlier. Defense spending next year will fall 1% in nominal 
terms. The Pentagon also faces another $500 billion in 
possible cuts starting next January under "sequestration," 
unless Congress steps in first. 

Taken altogether, the budget could shrink by over 30% in 
the next decade. The Administration projects outlays at 2.7% 
of GDP in 2021, down from 4.5% last year (which included 
the cost of Iraq and Afghanistan). That would put U.S. outlays 
at 1940 levels—a bad year. As recently as 1986, a better year, 
the U.S. spent 6.2% of GDP on defense with no detrimental 
economic impact. 

What's different now? The growing entitlement state. The 
Administration is making a political choice and sparing Social 
Security, Medicare and Medicaid, which are set to hit nearly 

11% of GDP by 2020. And that's before $2.6 trillion for 
ObamaCare, which will surely cost more. 

These entitlements are already crowding out spending on 
defense and thus reducing America's global standing, 
following the tragic path that Europe has taken. The difference 
is that Europe had the U.S. military in reserve. Who will 
backstop America? 

We're told that Defense Secretary Leon Panetta, who 
came into office last summer, says he doesn't want to go down 
in history as the man who "hollowed out" America's military. 
But the security trade-offs foisted on him by the White House 
will leave the military a less formidable, ready and dominant 
force in a still very dangerous world. 

Part of the problem is that military personnel costs are 
exploding on pace to exceed the entire defense budget by 
2030, according to Andrew Krepinevich of the Center for 
Strategic and Budgetary Assessments. It's hard to make the 
political and moral case to reduce benefits for veterans and 
soldiers, but here's where Mr. Panetta could show mettle on 
Capitol Hill, especially by reforming military health care. The 
bulk of any defense budget is better spent on equipment, 
training and research. 

Specific cuts will be spelled out in detail in the next 
Pentagon budget. The Navy, Air Force and Marines are flying 
old planes and waiting on the next generation F-35 Joint Strike 
Fighter jet, which comes with stealth technology. Previous 
Pentagon chief Bob Gates justified ending F-22 purchases by 
pointing to the F-35. But now the F-35 will likely be further 
trimmed and delayed. 

After a decade of war, all the services need to replace 
worn-down equipment. U.S. nuclear submarines, missiles and 
bombers purchased during the Reagan buildup are reaching 
the end of their service lives. They need to be replaced, but 
they probably won't be soon. 

Mr. Panetta and the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs, General 
Martin Dempsey, tried gamely yesterday to dress up these cuts 
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not as a drawdown but as a "strategic shift." The Pentagon will 
spend less on the infantry to nation-build—now so 
unpopular—and will switch instead to defend the Pacific and 
new threats from cyberwarfare and in space. 

But where are the resources to match the ambitions, such 
as new ships to patrol the Pacific? The planned reduction in 
troop strength is an "acceptable risk" (in General Dempsey's 
words) since this Administration doesn't plan to fight ground 
wars or pursue any Afghan-style "stabilization" missions. Too 
bad Commanders-in-Chief don't get to choose history's next 
surprise. 

The real message to the world is that the Administration 
wants to scale back U.S. leadership. This was part of the 
rationale behind the White House's reluctance to take the 

initiative in the Middle East last year, as well as the attempts 
to mollify Iran's mullahs and Russia's Vladimir Putin. Now the 
Administration plans to draw down troops and America's 
profile in Africa, Latin America and Europe. The Navy can 
easily match Iran's threats in the Persian Gulf now, but what 
about in 10 years? 

President Obama ended his remarks yesterday by quoting 
Dwight Eisenhower on "the need to maintain balance in and 
among national programs." The line comes from his 1961 
Farewell Address, better known as the "military-industrial 
complex" speech. Mr. Obama's new defense posture brings to 
mind another Eisenhower line, offered two years earlier: 
"Weakness in arms often invites aggression." 
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41. Pentagon Plan Changes Game In Asia 
(GLOBAL TIMES (CHINA) 06 JAN 12) ... Editorial 

The Pentagon issued a new defense plan on Thursday. 
The new strategy reduces defense spending in the next 10 
years, ends the policy of maintaining constant strength to fight 
two wars at once and prepares the US to fight one war while 
waging a holding operation elsewhere against a second threat. 

This is a contractive strategy in general, but gives 
prominence to the Asia-Pacific region. According to the 
officials of Pentagon, the changes in strategy are mainly aimed 
at Iran and China. 

In front of such a US strategic adjustment, China should 
remain sober. Since it has become a firm strategic target of the 
US, its efforts to improve Sino-US relations have proved 
incapable of offsetting US worries over its rise. China can 
only use its strength to gain friendship from the US from now 
on. 

The US and China are carrying out competition 
unprecedented in history. Under the aegis of globalization, the 
two are closely linked economically, which makes it 
impossible for the US to fully contain China. Dealing with the 
US containment attempts should be one of China’s diplomatic 
strategic goals. China should unite with all possible forces and 
keep certain strategic initiatives against the US. 

The US strategic adjustment highlights Iran’s importance 
to China. Iran’s existence and its stance form a strong check 
against the US. China should not treat Iran following US 
cultural, social and political values. 

The US takes China’s anti-access capabilities as another 
target. China should come up with countermeasures. It should 
strengthen its longrange strike abilities and put more 
deterrence on the US. The US must realize that it cannot stop 
the rise of China and that being friendly to China is in its 
utmost interests. 

Fast economic development has become the biggest 
advantage that China has when dealing with the US. The US 
can hardly provoke China in the economic field, unlike its 
developing military strength which gives excuses for the West 
to suppress China. The more the two focus on economic 
competition, the more the situation will tilt China’s way. 

The growth and decline in economic strength is the 
starting point for national competition as well as its 
destination. It reflects national tendencies. But military and 
politics are often powerful tools to disturb or twist the trend. 
China should try to avoid a new cold war with the US, but by 
no means should it give up its peripheral security in exchange 
for US’ ease in Asia. 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Happy New Year Shipmates 
(CHIEF OF NAVAL OPERATIONS BLOG 07 JAN 12) ... Admiral Jonathan W. Greenert 

As we start off 2012, I wanted to thank each and every one of you for your tireless dedication to the Navy and for the sacrifices 
that you and your family make each and every day. I also would like to share some thoughts as we start the new year — below you 
will find several video clips from my message to the fleet, each dealing with what is important to many of you. 

 
2. For Iranians Waylaid By Pirates, U.S. To The Rescue 
(NEW YORK TIMES 07 JAN 12) ... C. J. Chivers 

ABOARD THE FISHING VESSEL AL MULAHI, in the Gulf of Oman — Senior Iranian military officials this week bluntly 
warned an American aircraft carrier that it would confront the “full force” of the Iranian military if it tried to re-enter the Persian Gulf. 

 
3. Bold Lie Turns Run-In At Sea Into Dramatic Rescue 
Iranians tell of six days of fear with Somali pirates 
(NEW YORK TIMES 08 JAN 12) ... C. J. Chivers 

ABOARD THE FISHING VESSEL AL MULAHI, in the Gulf of Oman — Late on Thursday afternoon, as the American 
destroyer Kidd loomed alongside this hijacked Iranian dhow, the warship’s loudspeaker issued a command in Urdu to the dhow’s 
frightened Urdu-speaking crew. American Sailors stood ready, weapons in hand. 

 
4. U.S. Warns Iran Against Blocking Oil Passageway 
The American military will quickly respond, the Defense secretary says. 
(LOS ANGELES TIMES 09 JAN 12) ... Jim Puzzanghera 

WASHINGTON -- Defense Secretary Leon E. Panetta issued a clear warning Sunday that the U.S. military will quickly respond 
if Iran attempts to carry out its threat to choke off world energy supplies by closing the strategic Strait of Hormuz. 

 
5. NPC Leaders To Discuss Post-ERB, Transition Matters In Western Pacific 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 06 JAN 12) ... Navy Personnel Command Public Affairs 

MILLINGTON, Tenn. – Representatives from Navy Personnel Command's fleet engagement team will meet with Sailors, 
families and leadership in Japan and Hawaii this month to discuss personnel policies and force management measures impacting the 
fleet, officials said Jan. 6. 

 

CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
6. Bataan And Makin Island Amphibious Ready Groups Turnover Duties 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 07 JAN 12) ... From Bataan and Makin Island ARG Public Affairs 

USS BATAAN, Gulf of Aden -- Bataan Amphibious Ready Group (ARG) and the 22nd Marine Expeditionary Group (MEU) 
were relieved of their duties in the U.S. 5th Fleet area of responsibility (AOR) by the Makin Island ARG and the 11th MEU, Jan. 6. 

 
7. Aircraft Carrier Reagan Off For Overhaul 
Skipper said ship likely to return to San Diego 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 06 JAN 12) ... Jeanette Steele 

The Navy aircraft carrier Ronald Reagan sailed off into the sunset Friday, literally. But most Sailors aboard are banking that it’s 
not the last time a San Diego sun sets on this flattop. 
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8. USS Missouri Completes PSA And Extended Modernization Ahead Of Schedule 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 06 JAN 12) ... Lt. Cmdr. Jennifer Cragg, Commander, Submarine Group 2 Public Affairs 

GROTON, Conn. -- The crew of USS Missouri (SSN 780) and General Dynamics Electric Boat accomplished two major 
milestones, a first for the Virginia-class submarine program, by completing the submarine's post-shakedown availability (PSA) sea 
trials and extended modernization Jan. 6, a month ahead of schedule. 

 
9. USFF, MARFORCOM Host Final Planning Conference For Bold Alligator 2012 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 07 JAN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Rafael Martie 

VIRGINIA BEACH, Va. -- Commander, U.S. Fleet Forces (USFF) along with Commander, U.S. Marine Corps Forces Command 
(MARFORCOM) hosted the Final Planning Conference for Exercise Bold Alligator 2012 (BA 12) at Expeditionary Warfare Training 
Group Atlantic headquarters, Joint Expeditionary Base Little Creek-Fort Story, Virginia Beach, Jan. 4-6. 

 
10. Service Members Build Wheelchairs For Guatemalan Children 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 06 JAN 12) ... Lt. Matthew Comer, High Speed Vessel-Southern Partnership Station Public Affairs 

ANTIGUA, Guatemala -- Service members from High Speed Vessel (HSV) 2 Swift assembled customized wheelchairs with 
students from California State University at Northridge for Guatemalan children at Hope Haven in Antigua, Guatemala during HSV-
Southern Partnership Station 2012 (HSV-SPS 12), Jan. 5. 

 

GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
11. U.S. And U.K. To Work Together On Carrier Design, Deployments 
(AOL DEFENSE 06 JAN 12) ... Colin Clark 

Sometimes politico-diplomatic announcements are just plain hard to decipher, even when you know they convey significant news. 
 

12. Royal Navy Sends Its Mightiest Ship To Take On The Iranian Show Of Force In The Gulf 
The Royal Navy's most formidable warship is being sent to the Gulf for its first mission as tensions rise in the 
strategically vital region, it can be disclosed. 
(LONDON TELEGRAPH (UK) 06 JAN 12) ... Thomas Harding 

Iran has threatened to block the Strait of Hormuz, which served as the conduit for 17 millions barrels of oil every day last year. 
 

13. Iran Welcomes U.S. Navy’s Rescue Of Iranian Fishermen Held By Pirates 
Iran Hails U.S. Rescue As 'Humanitarian Gesture' 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 07 JAN 12) ... Ali Akbar Dareini 

TEHRAN, Iran — Iran’s government on Saturday welcomed the U.S. Navy’s rescue of 13 Iranian fishermen held by pirates, 
calling it a positive humanitarian gesture. 

 
14. China Slams U.S. Defense Strategy With Asian Slant 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 09 JAN 12) 

BEIJING -- China has slammed as "groundless and untrustworthy" the United States' new defense strategy that says China's 
strategic intentions are unclear. 

 
15. Philippines Protests New Chinese Intrusions In The S. China Sea 
(KYODO NEWS 09 JAN 12) 

MANILA -- The Philippines said Sunday it has protested the sighting of two Chinese vessels and a Chinese Navy ship near a 
Philippine-claimed shoal in the South China Sea. 

 
16. Ties With India, Pakistan Not A Zero Sum Game 
(PAKISTAN TODAY 06 JAN 12) 

WASHINGTON - Observing that its relationship with India and Pakistan is not a zero-sum game and that it values ties with both, 
the Pentagon on Friday said safe havens that existed in Pakistan were still an obstacle to ultimate success in Afghanistan. 

 
17. Danish Navy Captures Pirate Vessel, Frees Hostages 
(REUTERS 08 JAN 12) ... John Acher 

COPENHAGEN - A Danish navy ship seized a suspected pirate vessel off the coast of Somalia and freed 14 hostages on board, 
the navy said on Sunday. 
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18. Russian Naval Flotilla Docks In Syria 
(SKY NEWS (AUSTRALIA) 09 JAN 12) 

A large Russian naval flotilla led by an aircraft carrier has docked in the Syrian port of Tartus in what Damascus state media 
hailed as a show of solidarity by close ally Moscow. 

 
19. Israel Navy To Devote Majority Of Missile Boats To Secure Offshore Drilling Rafts 
Navy officers confirm security mission will amount to thousands of hours of missile boats' operational hours 
each year. 
(HA’ARETZ (ISRAEL) 09 JAN 12) ... Gili Cohen 

The Israel Navy will be in charge of protecting Israeli offshore drilling rigs, even though this will take up a huge portion of the 
battleships' operational hours, Haaretz has learned. 

 
20. Brazil Seeks Industry Input On New Aircraft Carrier 
(DEFENSE NEWS 09 JAN 12) ... Andrew Chuter 

LONDON — Brazil has taken a significant step toward building a new aircraft carrier as European shipyards have recently 
provided information to the Brazilians on a potential design-and-build strategy, said maritime industry executives. 

 

PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
21. 1.6% Pay Raise Takes Effect; Allowances Rebound In 2012 
Retirees See First Increase In 2 Years 
(NAVY TIMES 16 JAN 12) ... Chuck Vinch 

The 2012 Pay Book is your guide to the complex world of military compensation. 
 

22. DoD Cuts Could Hit Civilians Hard 
Reduced Pay, Benefits Among The Possibilities 
(DEFENSE NEWS 09 JAN 12) ... Stephen Losey 

The Pentagon’s renewed focus on reining in personnel costs could ripple throughout the U.S. government, resulting in reduced 
pay and benefits for all federal civilian employees. 

 
23. Federal Workers' Pay Could Bump Up 0.5% 
Obama's plan may land squarely in debate over government spending 
(WASHINGTON POST 07 JAN 12) ... Ed O’Keefe 

After a two-year freeze in federal workers' salaries, President Obama will propose a 0.5 percent pay increase for civilian 
employees as part of his 2013 budget, senior administration officials said Friday. 

 
24. Sailors Speak Candidly About Job Cuts 
(WAVY NBC NORFOLK 06 JAN 12) ... Anne McNamara 

CHESAPEAKE, Va. - National defense cuts are costing local Sailors their jobs. 
 

25. NMCP's Warrior Transition Unit Officially Opens 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 06 JAN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Anna Arndt, Naval Medical Center Portsmouth 
Public Affairs 

PORTSMOUTH, Va. -- A ribbon-cutting ceremony was held to officially open the Warrior Transition Unit at Naval Medical 
Center Portsmouth (NMCP) Jan. 6. 

 
26. Young Vets' Jobless Rate Rises To 13.3 Percent 
(ARMY TIMES 06 JAN 12) ... Rick Maze 

Young veterans continue to have problems finding jobs even as the overall economy is improving, according to Friday's 
employment situation report from the Bureau of Labor Statistics. 

 
27. Carl Vinson Provides Guidance With Advancement Team 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 07 JAN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Byron C. Linder, USS Carl Vinson Public Affairs 

INDIAN OCEAN -- The Carl Vinson Advancement Team (CVAT) commenced group study sessions Jan. 4 to assist Sailors 
assigned to Nimitz-class aircraft carrier USS Carl Vinson (CVN 70) and embarked Carrier Air Wing (CVW) 17 with their 
professional military knowledge (PMK) in preparation for the March exam. 
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28. 4th Fleet Deputy Commander Visits 18th Annual Hispanic Games In NYC 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 08 JAN 12) ... U.S. 4th Fleet – U.S. Naval Forces Southern Command Public Affairs 

MANHATTAN, New York -- Rear Adm. Anatilio B. Cruz, Deputy Commander, U.S. Naval Forces Southern Command and U.S. 
4th Fleet (COMUSNAVSO/C4F) attended the 18th Annual Hispanic Games at the Armory New Balance Track and Field Center in 
New York City, Jan. 7-8. 

 
29. Fired Cowpens CO To Get ‘Honorable’ Retirement 
(NAVY TIMES 06 JAN 12) ... Sam Fellman 

Capt. Holly Graf, relieved as commanding officer of the cruiser Cowpens in January 2010 for cruelty, will retire with an 
honorable characterization of her service this year, overturning the recommendation of her board of inquiry, the Navy said in a 
statement released late on Friday. 

 
30. SEAL Dies After Accidental Gunshot 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 07 JAN 12) ... Pauline Repard 

PACIFIC BEACH — A Navy SEAL who accidentally shot himself in the head early Thursday morning in Pacific Beach died 
Saturday at a hospital, Navy officials said. 

 
31. The Sailor Who Is Accused Of Making An IED At His Home May Face Federal Charges 
Bond denied for Sailor accused of making an IED at his home 
(NEWPORT NEWS DAILY PRESS 06 JAN 12) ... Amanda Kerr 

JAMES CITY — The Sailor accused of making improvised explosive devices at his home in Seasons Trace could face federal 
charges. 

 

FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
32. Interview With Rear Adm. James Murdoch 
PEO, Littoral Combat Ships 
(DEFENSE NEWS 09 JAN 12 ) ... Christopher Cavas 

The U.S. Navy's 14 mine countermeasures (MCM) ships are challenged by their age, which ranges from to 17 to 24 years' service, 
and declining support for their systems. Chief among those is the SLQ-48 Mine Neutralization System and the SQQ-32 minehunting 
sonar system, both developed in the 1980s and scheduled for replacement. 

 
33. USS Anchorage Could Be Commissioned In Anchorage 
(KTTU NBC ANCHORAGE (AK) 06 JAN 12) ... Chris Klint 

ANCHORAGE, Alaska— The USS Anchorage, a new Navy ship currently undergoing sea trials, is under consideration for 
commissioning in Anchorage, according to a letter from Navy Secretary Ray Mabus’s office to Sen. Lisa Murkowski. 

 
34. Official: F-35B Will Make The Cut 
(NEW BERN (NC) SUN JOURNAL 08 JAN 12) ... Sue Book 

The country's move toward a leaner, meaner, more tech-savvy military appears to include the Marine Corps version of the Joint 
Strike Fighter. 

 
35. Pratt & Whitney Wins Contract For F-35 Engines 
(DEFENSE NEWS 06 JAN 12) ... Dave Majumdar 

Pratt & Whitney has won a $194 million fixed-price contract for long lead parts for 37 F-35 engines, the Pentagon announced Jan. 
6. The engines are for the sixth production lot of the Joint Strike Fighter aircraft. 

 
36. Contractors Brace For Coming Defense Cuts 
(GOVERNMENT EXECUTIVE 06 JAN 12) ... Charles S. Clark 

As the Pentagon readies a fiscal 2013 budget expected to map out $487 billion in cuts over the next 10 years, many contractors 
already are bracing for a new climate of austerity, but they are heartened by the Obama administration's pledge to preserve America's 
industrial base. 

 
37. HP May Face More Competition For Navy’s Network Contract 
(BLOOMBERG GOVERNMENT 08 JAN 12) ... Nick Taborek 

Hewlett-Packard may have to fend off more bidders to keep its largest U.S. government contract, a $1.5 billion-a-year deal to 
operate the Navy’s communications network. 

 



 5

38. Getting The Gray Right 
New Paint May End Color Mismatch of Some U.S. Navy Ships 
(DEFENSE NEWS 08 JAN 12) ... Christopher P. Cavas 

"Haze gray and underway" has been a mantra of U.S. Navy warships for decades, and the sight of a sleek warship sliding across 
the ocean has stirred many a Sailor's heart. 

 
39. U.S. Marines Testing Drone Cargo Helicopter For Hazardous Missions In Afghanistan 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 07 JAN 12) ... Slobodan Lekic 

KABUL, Afghanistan — The U.S. military is testing a revolutionary new drone for its arsenal, a pilotless helicopter intended to 
fly cargo missions to remote outposts where frequent roadside bombs threaten access by road convoys. 

 
40. Plan For New Navy Wharf At Bangor Fires Up Nuke Debate 
Is the nuclear-sub fleet a "Cold War relic" or a modern deterrent? The Pentagon nears a decision on 
building a $715 million munitions wharf on Hood Canal. 
(SEATTLE TIMES 08 JAN 12) ... Kyung M. Song 

WASHINGTON —The Cold War ended in 1991. But you might not know it to look at Naval Base Kitsap Bangor. 
 

41. Japanese Shipyard Worker Dies In Accident At Yokosuka Drydock 
(STARS AND STRIPES 09 JAN 12) 

YOKOSUKA NAVAL BASE, Japan — A Japanese shipyard worker died Monday afternoon following an accident involving an 
anchor at Yokosuka Naval Base, U.S. Navy officials said. 

 

BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
42. Pentagon Cuts Already Felt In Isles 
(HONOLULU STAR-ADVERTISER 06 JAN 12) ... William Cole 

The confluence of China's military rise, a shift in global trade to the region, a budget crunch and the end of the Iraq war 
underscore the importance of a U.S. military presence in Asia and the Pacific--but have not made the future any clearer for Hawaii-
based military commands and the state's sizable defense industry. 

 
43. A Shrinking Military Budget May Take Neighbors With It 
 (NEW YORK TIMES 07 JAN 12) ... Binyamin Appelbaum 

WASHINGTON — Military spending has transformed the faded farmlands of northern Virginia into a land of glass-block office 
parks, oversize homes and sleek cars. Average household incomes there are among the highest in the United States. 

 
44. Industry Objects To Green-Gov Standards 
(FEDERAL TIMES 07 JAN 12) ... Andy Medici 

The Obama administration's effort to make government buildings more eco-friendly is drawing fire from Congress. 
 

45. USAF Commander Dismisses Idea Of Integrating Futenma, Kadena Bases 
(KYODO NEWS 09 JAN 12) 

NAHA -- The top U.S. Air Force officer in the Pacific region on Sunday dismissed the idea of integrating the U.S. Marine Corps' 
Futenma Air Station with the U.S. Kadena Air Base, both in Okinawa Prefecture, in implementing an U.S. military realignment there. 

 
46. New Code-Cracking Facility Dedicated At Pearl 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 08 JAN 12) 

HONOLULU — Military personnel who specialize in deciphering foreign intelligence have a new home at Pearl Harbor. 
 

47. Somerset Wind Turbines Find Backing 
(SOMERSET COUNTY (MD) NEWS 07 JAN 12) ... Deborah Gates 

PRINCESS ANNE -- Somerset County farmers hoping wind turbines sprout across fields alongside crops are closer to a gusty 
harvest. Key support came this week from the county's Planning Commission that recommended proposed provisions to allow onshore 
industrial wind turbines by special exception. 

 
48. Q&A: Increased Jet Noise At Oceana In Virginia Beach 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 08 JAN 12) ... Kate Wiltrout 

This month marks the start of more intense jet practice at Oceana Naval Air Station. If you're wondering what's going on, here are 
some answers. And watch for weekly updates in Tuesday's military roundup in The Pilot. 
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49. Naval Academy Gate Gets New Name 
(ANNAPOLIS CAPITAL 07 JAN 12) ... Tina Reed 

With its bright Navy blue and its golden letters glinting in the sunlight, visitors to the Naval Academy might not realize a new 
archway over one of the most highly traversed entrances to the academy hasn't always been there. 

 
50. More Than 120 Swim Tampa Bay To Support Navy SEALs 
Annual Frogman swim raises $100,000 
(TAMPA TRIBUNE 08 JAN 12) ... Keith Morelli 

TAMPA - As the last swimmer approached the beach at Picnic Island late Sunday morning, a swelling of applause and cheers 
greeted him. Jim Cunningham, triathlon athlete who had just made the 3.1-mile swim from Gandy beach, heard the cheers. He rose in 
thigh-deep water and ran the rest of the way to dry land. 

 

NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
51. Navy's New Disaster Response Van Runs On Solar, Wind Power 
(GOVERNMENT COMPUTER NEWS 06 JAN 12) ... Henry Kenyon 

The Navy's salvage service has developed a command vehicle that uses solar and other renewable energy sources to power its 
computers and communications equipment while in the field. 

 
52. Navy Explosives Turn Up On Southern Maryland Shore 
(WASHINGTON POST 07 JAN 12) ... Martin Weil 

Navy ammunition from the World War II era has been turning up near the Potomac River shore in southern Maryland, and 
authorities have closed a state park where the shells have been found. 

 
53. Sexual Assaults Are Up At Naval Academy – Or Are They? 
Experts say it's hard to know if incidents actually are on the rise or decline 
(BALTIMORE SUN 08 JAN 12) ... Matthew Hay Brown 

Reports of sexual assaults at the Naval Academy doubled last year, the fourth straight year the number has increased, according to 
the Defense Department. 

 
54. U.S. Navy Week In Review Dec. 31 - Jan. 6 
(YOUTUBE 06 JAN 12) ... U.S. Navy 

Welcome to this week's U.S. Navy multimedia production featuring selected images from around the fleet received during the 
week of Dec. 31, 2011 – Jan. 06, 2012. 

 

OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
55. Don't Punish Beneficiaries For Leaders' Failures 
Letter to the Editor 
(BOSTON GLOBE 07 JAN 12) ... Norb Ryan 

Your Jan. 2 editorial "Pentagon should do more cutting, less complaining about budget" recommends raising health premiums in 
order to manage cost increases. Besides the fact that military TRICARE premiums and pharmacy copayments increased Oct. 1 for 
certain enrollees, too many observers overlook that military people pay huge up-front premiums for their health care through decades 
of ardous service and sacrifice. 

 
56. More Uncertainty In Defense Cuts 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 07 JAN 12) ... Editorials 

President Barack Obama's plan to pare the Department of Defense, announced Thursday, is not the draconian disaster some claim. 
At least not yet. 

 
57. The President's Risky Defense Strategy 
Reducing ground forces and focusing on the Asia-Pacific region leaves us exposed to unanticipated threats. 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 07 JAN 12) ... Mackubin Thomas Owens 

The president has now outlined a strategy to guide the substantial cuts to the defense budget that will occur over the next decade. 
Those cuts are significant: at least $487 billion over the next decade, and twice that amount if the automatic spending reduction 
triggered by the failure of the deficit reduction super committee to reach an agreement goes into effect. 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Happy New Year Shipmates 
(CHIEF OF NAVAL OPERATIONS BLOG 07 JAN 12) ... Admiral Jonathan W. Greenert 

As we start off 2012, I wanted to thank each and every 
one of you for your tireless dedication to the Navy and for the 
sacrifices that you and your family make each and every day. I 
also would like to share some thoughts as we start the new 
year — below you will find several video clips from my 
message to the fleet, each dealing with what is important to 
many of you. 

Safety 
When I was asked what I wanted for Christmas, I 

responded, a banner year for safety. I truly mean that and hope 
that you will help me make sure that we are successful. 

View Clip (RT: 0:22) 
War of 1812 
This is a great year to celebrate our heritage and the 

bicentennial of the War of 1812, it is a good time for us to 
reflect on where we came from. A lot of lessons that we 
learned in 1812 are still pertinent today, such as the 
importance of innovation and being ready. 

View Clip (RT: 0:31) 
Defense Strategy 
This week the President rolled out our new defense 

strategy that will be the foundation upon which our 2013 
budget will be built. It was a transparent process and our Navy 
equities were taken into account. 

View Clip (RT: 0:31) 
ERB 
This was an unfortunate but necessary process that needed 

to be done. Ratings that were once overmanned are now back 
in balance and advancement rates are going back up. I will 
continue to keep you posted in this area. 

View Clip (RT: 0:57) 
As you can see, we have a lot to look forward to in 2012 

and I want to thank you again for your service. Let’s keep 
moving forward with the Sailing Directions and get out there 
and get it done. Thank you. 

Return to Index 
 

2. For Iranians Waylaid By Pirates, U.S. To The Rescue 
(NEW YORK TIMES 07 JAN 12) ... C. J. Chivers 

ABOARD THE FISHING VESSEL AL MULAHI, in the 
Gulf of Oman — Senior Iranian military officials this week 
bluntly warned an American aircraft carrier that it would 
confront the “full force” of the Iranian military if it tried to re-
enter the Persian Gulf. 

On Friday, Fazel Ur Rehman, a 28-year-old Iranian 
fisherman, had a warmer greeting for the carrier task force. 

“It is like you were sent by God,” said Mr. Rehman, 
huddled under a blanket in this vessel’s stern. “Every night we 
prayed for God to rescue us. And now you are here.” 

In a naval action that mixed diplomacy, drama and 
Middle Eastern politics, the aircraft carrier John C. Stennis 
broke up a high-seas pirate attack on a cargo ship in the Gulf 
of Oman, then Sailors from an American destroyer boarded 
the pirates’ mother ship and freed 13 Iranian hostages who had 
been held captive there for more than a month. 

The rapidly unfolding events began Thursday morning 
when the pirates attacked a Bahamian-flagged ship, the motor 
vessel Sunshine, unaware that the Stennis was steaming less 
than eight miles away. 

It ended Friday with the tables fully turned. The captured 
Somali pirates, 15 in all, were brought aboard the U.S.S. Kidd, 
an American destroyer traveling with the Stennis. They were 
then shuttled by helicopter to the aircraft carrier and locked up 
in its brig. 

This fishing vessel and its crew, provided fuel and food 
by the Navy, then set sail for its home port of Chah Bahar, 
Iran. 

The rescue, 210 miles off the coast of Iran, occurred 
against a tense political backdrop. On Tuesday the Iranian 
defense minister and a brigadier general threatened the Stennis 
with attack if it sought to return to the Persian Gulf, which it 
had left roughly a week before. The warning set up fears of a 
confrontation over the vital oil shipping lanes of the Strait of 
Hormuz. 

None of that tension was evident at sea. The Sunshine, a 
583-foot cargo ship carrying bulk cargo from Calais, France, 
to Bandar Abbas, Iran, continued its journey. The freed 
hostages, Iranian citizens, greeted the American Sailors with 
wide-eyed relief. 

Mahmed Younes, 28, the fishing vessel’s captain, said he 
and his crew had been captured roughly 45 days ago by pirates 
in a skiff, who boarded their 82-foot dhow and forced it to an 
anchorage in the northern Somali port of Xaafuun. There, the 
pirates took on provisions and more gunmen. 

In late December the pirates, using their hostages to run 
the dhow, set back out to sea, hunting for a tanker or large 
cargo ship to capture and hold for ransom. 

For several days, Al Mulahi roamed the Gulf of Oman, 
unmolested under its Iranian flag, the pirates and former 
hostages said. They saw several ships. But the pirates’ leader, 
Bashir Bhotan, 32, did not think any of them would command 
a high ransom. They let them pass. 

“The pirates told us, ‘If you get us a good ship, we will let 
you go free,’” Captain Younes said. “We told them, ‘How can 
we get you a ship? We are fishermen, not hunters.’” 

On Thursday morning, six of the pirates set out in a 
fiberglass skiff and found their quarry — the Sunshine, 100 
miles from the shore of Oman. One of the pirates, Mohammed 
Mahmoud, 33, later said this was the type of vessel they would 
hope might fetch a ransom of several million dollars. 

Brandishing a rocket-propelled grenade and several 
Kalashnikov rifles, they rushed alongside, threw a grappling 
hook and tried to lash a ladder to the Sunshine’s side. They 
hoped to scale the gunwales and seize the bridge. 

Their plans unraveled immediately. As the Sunshine 
radioed for help, and tried to deter the boarding by spraying 
the pirates with fire hoses, the pirates were unable to board. 

“Our ladder broke,” Mr. Mahmoud said. 
Then an American helicopter appeared. 
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Neither the pirates nor the crew of the Sunshine had 
known it, but three Navy ships — the Stennis; the U.S.N.S. 
Rainier, a supply ship; and the U.S.S. Mobile Bay, a guided-
missile cruiser — were steaming in formation a few miles 
away. The carrier was taking on provisions from the Rainier 
and had several helicopters in the air when the Sunshine 
radioed its distress call. 

Aboard the carrier, Rear Adm. Craig S. Faller, who 
commands the carrier strike group, looked at the chart and 
radar images of the Sunshine’s location with something like 
disbelief. The Sunshine and the Stennis were only a few miles 
apart. “These might be the dumbest pirates ever,” he said. 

He ordered a helicopter and the cruiser toward the 
Sunshine and other helicopters to investigate the radar images 
of other ships in the area, to search for the skiff’s possible 
mother ship. 

Seeing the approaching aircraft, the pirates let the 
Sunshine pull away and tossed their weapons over the side, 
they said. 

Aboard the carrier, the officers watched a video feed from 
the helicopter, showing the six men in T-shirts and tank tops 
in a small white boat, bobbing on the waves. For a few 
minutes the Somalis seemed unsure what to do. Then they put 
their hands atop their heads. 

“They are surrendering, they are surrendering,” said Capt. 
Todd W. Malloy, the carrier strike group’s chief of staff. A 
boarding team from the Mobile Bay soon approached in an 
inflatable boat. 

The pirates told them they were at sea “for fun,” the 
Sailors said. There were no weapons on board and the 
Sunshine had steamed away. The Mobile Bay’s Sailors began 
to take the pirates’ fingerprints and photographs for a 
biometric database. 

Meanwhile, two other Navy helicopters had made four 
passes by Al Mulahi. The fishing vessel was about 30 miles 
away and carried a skiff identical to the pirate’s skiff on the 
dhow’s deck. But Al Mulahi was flying an Iranian flag, which 
made boarding the vessel politically delicate. There were no 
pirates visible on board. 

The Navy quickly made a plan. The Sailors on the 
boarding team gave the pirates oranges and water and set them 
free. But a helicopter from the Mobile Bay lingered outside of 
eyesight and followed the skiff’s movements with long-range 
optics. 

The skiff headed toward the Iranian dhow. 
The Kidd, a guided-missile destroyer serving as the 

command ship for Combined Task Force 151, an international 
counterpiracy team off the coast of Africa, steamed toward the 
dhow from 120 miles away. Several hours later, after the 
pirates boarded the dhow, the Kidd approached and called Al 
Mulahi on a bridge-to-bridge radio. 

The ship asked if the dhow had any foreigners aboard. 
The dhow answered that it did not. 

“While doing surveillance aerially, we had seen that there 
were Middle Easterners aboard and Somalis, and that socially 
they were not intermingling,” said Cmdr. Jennifer Ellinger, the 
top officer on the Kidd. “We could also see that some of the 
clothing hanging on board was Somali.” 

A brief standoff ensued, as the ship and dhow bobbed 
alongside each other at sea. The Somalis were hiding and 

forcing the Iranian captain, a hostage, to speak to the 
American ship. 

The ship had brought many of its crew who spoke 
different languages onto the bridge. One of the Sailors, Chief 
Petty Officer Jagdeep Sidhu, speaks English, Punjabi, Urdu 
and Hindi. 

Al Mulahi is from eastern Iran, near Pakistan, where 
many residents speak Urdu. He heard Captain Younes use an 
Urdu phrase, and was given the radio to hail him. 

“At first he was hesitant to answer because he was 
afraid,” Chief Sidhu said. “But the Somalis could not 
understand Urdu, and he was able finally to muster enough 
courage and say: ‘We need help. Please help.’” 

With the dhow’s request, the political uncertainties of 
boarding an Iranian-flagged vessel were lifted, because the 
ship’s master had asked for help. Rear Adm. Kaleem Shaukat, 
the Pakistani commanding Combined Task Force 151, gave 
permission, and late in the afternoon two inflatable boats from 
the Kidd ferried armed Sailors to Al Mulahi. 

They climbed aboard and discovered six Somalis hiding 
near the bow and nine more inside a cargo space. The Somalis 
did not resist, and were searched and moved to the bow, where 
they were held overnight. 

A search of the dhow found four assault rifles and 
ammunition. Several of the Somalis, slumped with 
resignation, discussed their lives as pirates with a reporter and 
photographer traveling with the boarding team. 

They said they knew the risks of being caught, but had 
been willing to try nonetheless. Mr. Mahmoud said he had 
three wives and seven children to feed. “In Somalia we have 
no jobs,” he said. “That’s the reason to go to sea. Our country 
has a civil war, and I don’t have skills.” 

He said this had been his maiden voyage, a claim that 
could not be independently verified. 

He said they had set sail with a rifle for every man and a 
single rocket-propelled grenade with 10 rockets, but, when the 
Navy approached from multiple directions, “we put them in 
the sea.” 

As he sat smoking a cigarette a large liquid natural gas 
tanker steamed by on the horizon. “Ahhh,” he said. “L.N.G.” 

He looked at it longingly. “Before we would have liked to 
catch that ship,” he said. Then he looked at the armed Sailors 
standing about five yards away. He exhaled smoke and shook 
his head. “Not now,” he said. 

On Friday morning, Mr. Bhotan, the leader of the pirate 
crew, looked dejectedly as his former charges were ferried 
away on inflatable boats to the Kidd, where they were 
showered, dressed in white suits and flex-cuffed before being 
flown to the carrier. 

Al Mulahi, soon to be given fresh fuel from the Kidd for 
the journey home, was about to sail back to Iran. Mr. Bhotan 
said he did not know what would happen to him. “I am a 
prisoner,” he said. 

Broadcast Clip - USS Kidd (DDG 100) Board The 
Iranian-Flagged Fishing Dhow Al Molai 

(YOUTUBE 06 JAN 12) U.S. Navy 
ARABIAN SEA - A visit, board, search and seizure team, 

assigned to the guided-missile destroyer USS Kidd (DDG 
100), board the Iranian-flagged fishing dhow Al Molai. 

Kidd's visit, board, search and seizure team detained 15 
suspected pirates, who were holding a 13-member Iranian 
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crew hostage for the last two months, according to the 
members of the crew. Kidd is conducting counter-piracy and 
maritime security operations while deployed to the U.S. 5th 
Fleet area of responsibility. 

View Clip (RT: 0:17) 
View Clip (RT: 0:26) 

Return to Index 
 

3. Bold Lie Turns Run-In At Sea Into Dramatic Rescue 
Iranians tell of six days of fear with Somali pirates 
(NEW YORK TIMES 08 JAN 12) ... C. J. Chivers 

ABOARD THE FISHING VESSEL AL MULAHI, in the 
Gulf of Oman — Late on Thursday afternoon, as the 
American destroyer Kidd loomed alongside this hijacked 
Iranian dhow, the warship’s loudspeaker issued a command in 
Urdu to the dhow’s frightened Urdu-speaking crew. American 
Sailors stood ready, weapons in hand. 

If you have weapons aboard, the voice boomed, put them 
where we can see them, on the roof of your wheelhouse. 

Fifteen Somali pirates were also on board Al Mulahi, 
crouched and cornered on the very vessel they had seized in 
November to use as their mother ship. They had knives, a 
pistol and four assault rifles. But they did not speak Urdu. For 
a moment, the captors depended on their captives. They asked 
their Iranian hostages what the American Sailors had just said. 

One of the hostages, Khaled Abdulkhaled, answered 
without pause: “They said they are about to blow this ship 
up.” 

The pirates panicked. Their unity broke down. Each man 
hoped, variously, to surrender, find cover or hide. Discarding 
their weapons, nine of them crammed into a small hold 
beneath the wheelhouse. Six more huddled near the open bow. 

Soon, armed American Sailors climbed aboard. They 
spotted the six Somalis on the bow, who did not resist. As 
more of the boarding team swarmed over the side, the Iranian 
hostages pointed to where the remaining pirates were hiding. 
The Sailors pulled those men out, one by one, into the light 
and forced them face down onto the deck. 

Al Mulahi was secured. The Iranian hostages had been 
saved without a shot being fired. 

In interviews by two journalists from The New York 
Times who spent Thursday night on the rescued vessel, the 
former hostages, the captured pirates and the American Sailors 
guarding them told of a drama on the open ocean: Naval 
vessels, helicopters and inflatable boats first thwarted a pirate 
attack and then converged on the pirates' roving base, freeing 
13 hostages who had expected to die. 

The operation was a geopolitical thriller, as the aircraft 
carrier John C. Stennis, which had been warned not to return 
to the region by senior Iranian defense officials on Tuesday, 
answered on Thursday by swiftly organizing the rescue of 
Iranian hostages not far from Iran’s coast. 

But the rescue was also the dramatic finale to a slow-
moving ordeal for the hostages. To survive more than six 
weeks after their 82-foot gillnetter was captured at gunpoint 
and converted to a platform for attacks against international 
shipping, the fishermen relied on calm nerves, prayer, 
camaraderie and, in the end, duplicity. 

Their troubles began in November, shortly after Al 
Mulahi left its home port of Chabahar, Iran, on a voyage 
intended to last several weeks. Its captain, Mahmed Younes, 
was seeking marlin, which he said could fetch about $1.50 a 

pound. He hoped to fill the vessel’s freezers with five or six 
tons of fish before returning home. 

But pirates were at sea, too, and hoping for a far larger 
score. 

Not long after leaving port, while transiting the Omani 
coast, Al Mulahi was approached by a smaller Iranian dhow, 
the fishing vessel Bayan. Unbeknownst to Al Mulahi’s crew, 
the Bayan had been hijacked by Somali pirates. When it came 
alongside, the pirates appeared on its deck, and fired rifles into 
the air. Now they had Al Mulahi, too. 

The pirates’ intentions became clear immediately. The 
Bayan was almost out of fuel, rendering it useless as a mother 
ship from which the pirates could mount attacks in skiffs 
against passing ships they hoped to hold for multimillion-
dollar ransoms. 

The Somalis transferred their equipment onto Al Mulahi. 
Captain Younes said two of the Bayan’s crew members had 
been killed by the pirates, and the rest were exhausted and 
terrified. But before Al Mulahi pulled away, the Bayan’s 
fishermen apologized for carrying the pirates to another boat, 
and for the fact that they were going free even as Al Mulahi’s 
crew was being taken hostage. 

Captain Younes, who had been captured by Somali 
pirates while on a different fishing vessel three years ago, 
understood. He knew something of a fishing crew’s 
helplessness when faced by gunmen at sea. He had survived 
25 days that time, he said, and escaped when the fishermen 
overpowered three pirates on the vessel when the five others 
left on a skiff to hunt for ships. 

As his new period of captivity began, his mind was 
working. He gave his crew an order: “Just comply,” he said. 
With time, they might get a chance. 

The pirates, perhaps sensing an obedient crew, did not 
beat them, the hostages said. They ordered Al Mulahi to set a 
course to Xaafuun, a port on the northern Somali coast. 

After they arrived and anchored the dhow, many of the 
pirates went ashore, leaving guards and bringing on food, 
water and, with time, more gunmen to prepare for a high-seas 
hunt. 

Only one of the hostages, Fazel ur Rehman, was allowed 
onto land. He was ill. The pirates gave him medicine, he said. 

As they waited, the hostages, led by their captain, made a 
plan. They understood that the Bayan had been released 
because it ran low on fuel. Captain Younes told the crew 
members that when they finally set off again, they would 
surreptitiously dump their diesel in hopes of hastening their 
release. 

About a week ago, with 15 pirates and two small skiffs 
and outboard engines aboard, the fishing vessel left Xaafuun 
and turned north toward the Omani coast. 

This time of year the sea conditions there are calmer than 
off the Somali shore, making it easier for pirates in skiffs to 
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chase large vessels and board them, according to Rear Adm. 
Kaleem Shaukat, the Pakistani officer commanding Combined 
Task Force 151, an international counterpiracy team working 
along the African coast. 

As they moved north, the fishermen said, they followed 
their captain’s plan. “We slowly emptied our fuel, dumping it 
over the side when they were not watching,” Mr. Abdulkhaled 
said. 

For a moment, the plan seemed unnecessary. Soon after 
leaving Xaafuun, one of the ships in the international naval 
task force, which the hostages described as a French Navy 
vessel, pulled alongside. 

The hostages thought they might be saved. But the French 
did not have an Urdu speaker on their crew, said the 
fishermen, who are from eastern Iran, near Pakistan, where 
many residents speak the language. When the Sailors asked in 
Arabic and English whether Al Mulahi had pirates aboard, the 
pirates hiding at the hostages’ feet understood the questions. 

The hostages, afraid for their lives, had to answer that 
they did not. The vessel steamed away. The pirates re-emerged 
on deck and resumed their hunt. 

On Thursday, six of the pirates rode off in one of the 
skiffs with rifles and their sole rocket-propelled grenade 
launcher to look for a ship to seize. Finding the motor vessel 
Sunshine, a 583-foot bulk cargo carrier, they rushed the ship 
but failed to board when United States Navy helicopters 
arrived in response to the crew’s distress signal. 

One MH-60 helicopter approached the skiff. A short 
while later other helicopters began circling Al Mulahi. But the 
pirates had herded most of the crew members into the forward 
hold and were themselves hiding below decks. The fishermen 
could not signal their plight. 

The six pirates in the skiff returned later, without 
weapons, saying they had been briefly detained and had tossed 
their weapons into the ocean, disposing of evidence and 
thereby eluding arrest. 

They thought they had escaped again, fooling the ship that 
had stopped them — the U.S.S. Mobile Bay, a guided-missile 
cruiser that is part of the Stennis’s strike group — just as they 
had fooled the French. 

One of the pirates, Mahmoud Mohammed, said they had a 
cover story ready if they were approached again. They would 
tell the Navy that while it might seem suspicious that they 
were roaming the high seas in a tiny skiff, they had a reason: 
they were looking for lost nets. 

Unknown to the hostages and the pirates, a helicopter 
from the Mobile Bay was tailing them from afar, out of 
earshot, keeping watch with long-range optics. By returning 
and boarding the Iranian-flagged dhow, the six pirates had 
confirmed the Navy’s suspicion and given away their floating 
base. 

The Kidd, the flagship of the international counterpiracy 
task force in the area, was already steaming toward them, to 
interdict. 

But on Al Mulahi, Captain Younes and his fishermen 
were crestfallen. 

Mr. Abdulkhaled worried that the Bayan’s crew had 
returned to Iran in November and had told the fishermen of 

Chabahar that Al Mulahi had been captured by the same pirate 
band that had killed two of the Bayan’s fishermen. All these 
weeks later, he said, everyone probably expected the worst. 

“Our families probably think we are dead,” he said, 
thinking of his wife and only child. 

Then the Kidd appeared. First it was a gray dot on the 
horizon. But it was moving fast, directly toward them. 

Now it was the pirates’ turn to feel fear. They quickly 
threw over more rifles and their remaining rockets for the 
launcher they had ditched, but had to keep a few rifles to 
maintain control over the fishermen. 

Then the Kidd pulled alongside. The Sailors called 
Captain Younes on the radio, but at first spoke to him only in 
English and Arabic. Just as with the French, the captain could 
give no information away. 

Then the Kidd switched to Urdu. Captain Younes, without 
his captors’ realizing what he was saying, asked for help and 
gave permission for the Americans to board — a critical point 
of protocol given the tensions between the United States’ and 
the Iranian governments. 

When the loudspeaker ordered that any weapons be put 
on the wheelhouse roof, Mr. Abdulkhaled told the pirates his 
lie: the Americans had said they were about to attack. The 
pirates’ resistance suddenly ended. “That is when they started 
shaking,” he said. 

By the next morning, after the Navy had decided to take 
the pirates aboard the Kidd and transfer them by helicopter to 
the Stennis, it was the pirates who were compliant and 
deflated. 

Special Agent Joshua M. Schminky, 39, a Naval Criminal 
Investigative Service law enforcement liaison for the 
international counterpiracy task force, stood before the pirates 
and addressed them. The Americans were going to confiscate 
the pirates’ equipment. 

“This skiff?” he said, nodding toward its hull. “Now we 
own it. Thank you very much.” 

He added: “What you’re going to do now is put it in the 
water. Just like you are going to hijack a ship.” 

The Iranians watched as the pirates stood up, attached an 
outboard engine to the skiff’s stern and began to shove it 
toward the gunwale, where it would be lowered onto the 
waves. 

Mariners all, the former hostages could not simply watch. 
They stood and joined in, with Captain Younes calling out 
orders. 

For the pirates, this was the last act aboard Al Mulahi. 
Already some of them had been ferried by inflatable boat to 
the Kidd, where Chief Petty Officer Werner C. Mammen — 6-
foot-5 and 320 pounds, perhaps the largest man they had ever 
seen — stood on the fantail to greet them and take them into 
shipboard custody. 

For Captain Younes, his crew members following orders 
without gunmen to interfere, the splashing of the skiff onto the 
surface of the Gulf of Oman signified a moment he had not 
known would come. 

After more than six weeks as a hostage, the captain of the 
fishing vessel was back in command. 

Return to Index 
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4. U.S. Warns Iran Against Blocking Oil Passageway 
The American military will quickly respond, the Defense secretary says. 
(LOS ANGELES TIMES 09 JAN 12) ... Jim Puzzanghera 

WASHINGTON -- Defense Secretary Leon E. Panetta 
issued a clear warning Sunday that the U.S. military will 
quickly respond if Iran attempts to carry out its threat to choke 
off world energy supplies by closing the strategic Strait of 
Hormuz. 

"We made very clear that the United States will not 
tolerate the blocking of the Strait of Hormuz, that's another red 
line for us and that we will respond to them," Panetta said. 

Gen. Martin Dempsey, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff, acknowledged that the Iranians could block tanker 
traffic "for a period of time" in the narrow strait, a crucial 
artery for oil and gas supplies from the Middle East. 

"We've invested in capabilities to ensure that if that 
happens, we can defeat that," Dempsey said. "But we would 
take action and reopen the strait." 

Their blunt restatement of U.S. policy in a joint interview 
on CBS' "Face the Nation" marks the latest volley in the 
escalating war of words between Western governments and 
Iran in recent weeks. 

In a mounting effort to pressure Iran to stop its disputed 
nuclear program, the Obama administration and the European 
Union have both threatened to impose new sanctions intended 
to sharply restrict Iran's ability to sell oil, which underpins its 
economy, on global markets. 

In response, Iranian leaders have threatened to block the 
waterway that links the Persian Gulf and the Gulf of Oman off 
Iran's southern border. Tankers carry about 20% of the world's 
oil and gas through the strait, and disruption of the supply 
would cause economic turmoil around the globe. 

In the latest version, a senior commander of the 
Revolutionary Guard was quoted in a Tehran newspaper as 
saying government leaders had decided not to "allow a drop of 
oil" to pass through the Strait of Hormuz if "our enemies block 
the export of our oil." 

Iran has shown no sign of slowing its nuclear program, 
which it insists is enriching uranium only for civilian power 
plants and research. The U.S. and its allies fear the effort 
could be used to develop high-grade nuclear fuel for 
warheads. 

On Sunday, a leading Iranian newspaper reported that the 
Islamic Republic had begun enriching uranium at Fordo, a 
new underground site thought to be better protected from 
possible Western airstrikes than Iran's major facility in Natanz. 

"The transfer of uranium enrichment to Fordo means that 
the option of a military threat against the nuclear program of 
Iran is taken off the table for good," the Kayhan daily said in a 
front-page report Sunday. "The West will have to gradually 
accept the immunity of the program against any interference 
by foreigners." 

The head of Iran's Atomic Energy Organization, 
Fereydoun Abbasi, told the semiofficial Mehr news agency on 
Saturday that the Fordo facility would start up "in the near 
future," according to a report on the agency's English-
language site. But Kayhan, which is close to Iran's ruling 
clerics, said Iran has begun feeding uranium gas into upgraded 
centrifuges at Fordo, a step toward creating enriched fuel. The 
seemingly conflicting accounts could not immediately be 
reconciled. 

Several Republican presidential candidates have sharply 
criticized President Obama on Iran, arguing he had not acted 
forcefully enough to counter the threat its nuclear ambitions 
pose to stability in the Middle East and the world. 

Panetta indicated that the U.S. would react quickly if Iran 
began to develop a nuclear weapon. 

"Are they trying to develop a nuclear weapon? No," 
Panetta said. "But we know that they're trying to develop a 
nuclear capability. And that's what concerns us. And our red 
line to Iran is, 'Do not develop a nuclear weapon.' That's a red 
line for us." 

Panetta and Dempsey suggested that the U.S. had the 
military capability to stop any attempt by Iran to develop a 
nuclear weapon, although neither would offer details. 

"I think they need to know that ... if they take that step, 
that they're going to get stopped," Panetta said, adding that he 
was not taking any options off the table. He would not say 
whether the U.S. would oppose a military strike by Israel, 
which has launched preemptive air attacks in the past against 
nuclear facilities in Iraq and Syria. 

The U.S. prefers to have Israel and the rest of the 
international community work together to halt Iran's nuclear 
ambitions through diplomatic and economic pressure, Panetta 
said. He added that an Israeli military strike could lead to 
Iranian attacks on U.S. forces in the Middle East. 

"If the Israelis made that decision, we would have to be 
prepared to protect our forces in that situation. And that's what 
we'd be concerned about," Panetta said. 
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5. NPC Leaders To Discuss Post-ERB, Transition Matters In Western Pacific 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 06 JAN 12) ... Navy Personnel Command Public Affairs 

MILLINGTON, Tenn. – Representatives from Navy 
Personnel Command's fleet engagement team will meet with 
Sailors, families and leadership in Japan and Hawaii this 
month to discuss personnel policies and force management 
measures impacting the fleet, officials said Jan. 6. 

"We'll be discussing post-Enlisted Retention Board (ERB) 
matters, with an emphasis on transition benefits," said Capt. 
Steven Holmes, director, community management branch, 
Bureau of Naval Personnel. "These visits are also an excellent 
opportunity to get feedback directly from the fleet and share 
personnel policy information directly from the source." 

Representatives from the enlisted distribution division, 
enlisted community managers and the Navy's ERB transition 
assistance coordinator will conduct all-hands briefs geared for 
transitioning Sailors, including specific information for Sailors 
not retained by the ERB, as well as guidance specific to 
Sailors transitioning from overseas. 

ERB affected Sailors and their spouses are encouraged to 
attend the all-hands sessions. 

The team will be in Japan at Yokosuka Naval Base Jan. 
17, Naval Air Facility Atsugi Jan. 18, and in Hawaii Jan. 20 at 
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Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam and Marine Corps Air Station 
Kaneohe Bay. 

The fleet engagement team will also conduct a leadership 
roundtable for commanding officers and their command teams 
at each site for commands that have ERB affected Sailors. 

"It is imperative that every leader in the chain of 
command take an active role in the transition process to ensure 

each Sailor is optimally prepared whether they leave the Navy 
after four years of service or 30," said Holmes. 

Sailors should contact their command career counselor for 
local briefing times and locations. 

Navy will conduct additional fleet engagement visits to 
San Diego, Pacific Northwest, Norfolk, and 
Mayport/Jacksonville in the coming months. Dates will be 
released as they become available. 
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CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
6. Bataan And Makin Island Amphibious Ready Groups Turnover Duties 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 07 JAN 12) ... From Bataan and Makin Island ARG Public Affairs 

USS BATAAN, Gulf of Aden -- Bataan Amphibious 
Ready Group (ARG) and the 22nd Marine Expeditionary 
Group (MEU) were relieved of their duties in the U.S. 5th 
Fleet area of responsibility (AOR) by the Makin Island ARG 
and the 11th MEU, Jan. 6. 

The Bataan ARG deployed March 23, 2011 and since 
then has conducted maritime security operations, theater 
security cooperation actions, and joint military exercises with 
regional partners in both 5th and 6th fleet AORs. 

"I am extremely proud of these outstanding Sailors and 
Marines and their dedication to mission and sustained support 
during these past several months," said Capt. Steve Yoder, 
commander, COMPHIBRON Six. "Regardless of the task 
assigned, they performed all duties with great professionalism, 
pride, and integrity." 

Following the turnover, Bataan ARG will depart the U.S. 
5th Fleet AOR and return to their respective homeports of 
Norfolk and Joint Expeditionary Base Little Creek - Fort 
Story, Va. 

"This has been an epic deployment," said U.S. Marine 
Corps Col. Eric Steidl, commanding officer, 22nd MEU. "Not 
just in terms of duration, but for flexibility and adaptability the 
amphibious forces provide the combatant commander." 

"The Sailors and embarked Marines of USS Bataan have 
worked hard during this deployment, which will be ten-and-a-
half months long by the time we get home," said Capt. Erik M. 
Ross, commanding officer, USS Bataan. "After such a long 
and challenging at-sea period, it's good to know we're getting 
relieved by the exceptional Sailors, Marines and ships of the 
Makin Island ARG and 11th MEU." 

This is the maiden deployment for USS Makin Island 
(LHD 8), the Navy's newest amphibious assault ship and the 
only U.S. Navy ship with a hybrid electric propulsion system. 

"Since departing San Diego, our Navy and Marine Corps 
team in the Makin Island ARG has been executing a critical 
role in facilitating international maritime security 
cooperation," said Capt. Humberto L. Quintanilla II, 
PHIBRON 5 commander. "We have completed multiple 
ground centric theater security cooperation exercises from the 
sea with our regional partners in Cambodia, Malaysia and 
Singapore prior to arriving in the 5th Fleet." 

Embarked on the Makin Island ARG, the 11th Marine 
Expeditionary Units major subordinate elements consist of 
Battalion Landing Team 3/1, Marine Medium Helicopter 
Squadron 268 (Reinforced) and Combat Logistics Battalion 
11. 

"We take the guideon from the Bataan ARG and 22nd 
MEU, ready to assume the watch as a forward deployed 
Marine air-ground task force," said Col. Michael Hudson, 11th 
MEU's commanding officer. "We wish our friends fair winds 
and following seas as they head home after a very successful 
deployment. 

The Bataan ARG includes PHIBRON 6, with 
detachments from Naval Beach Group Two (CNBG) 2, 
Tactical Air Control Squadron (TACRON) 21, Fleet Surgical 
Team Six (FST) 8, Helicopter Sea Combat Squadron (HSC) 
28 det 2, Beach Master Unit (BMU) 2, Assault Craft Unit 
(ACU) 2 and ACU 4. ARG ships include the Norfolk-based 
Bataan, amphibious transport dock ship USS Mesa Verde 
(LPD 19), and dock landing ship USS Whidbey Island (LSD 
41), homeported at Joint Expeditionary Base Little Creek - 
Fort Story, Va. 

The 22nd MEU is a Marine Air Ground Task Force 
comprised of the Command Element, Ground Combat 
Element, Battalion Landing Team, 2nd Battalion, 2nd Marine 
Regiment; Aviation Combat Element, Marine Medium 
Tiltrotor Squadron 263 (Reinforced); Logistics Combat 
Element, and Combat Logistics Battalion 22. 

The Makin Island ARG includes PHIBRON 5, with 
detachments from TACRON 11, FST 5, HSC 23, BMU 1, 
ACU 1 and ACU 5. ARG ships include San Diego-based 
amphibious assault ship USS Makin Island (LHD 8), 
amphibious transport dock ship USS New Orleans (LPD 18) 
and amphibious dock landing ship USS Pearl Harbor (LSD 
52). 

The 11th MEU is a Marine Air Ground Task Force 
comprised of the Command Element, Ground Combat 
Element, Battalion Landing Team, 3rd Battalion, 1st Marine 
Regiment; Aviation Combat Element, Marine Medium 
Helicopter Squadron 268 (Reinforced); Logistics Combat 
Element, Combat Logistics Battalion 11. 

Return to Index 
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7. Aircraft Carrier Reagan Off For Overhaul 
Skipper said ship likely to return to San Diego 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 06 JAN 12) ... Jeanette Steele 

The Navy aircraft carrier Ronald Reagan sailed off into 
the sunset Friday, literally. But most Sailors aboard are 
banking that it’s not the last time a San Diego sun sets on this 
flattop. 

More than two-thirds of Reagan families are staying put 
while the ship goes to a Puget Sound dry dock for yearlong 
maintenance. 

“We’re a bit sad, I must say, to be leaving a port that we 
have called home for many years. We’re hoping to come 
back,” said Capt. Thom Burke, speaking pierside at North 
Island Naval Air Station. 

“But we have some serious work to do on this ship.” 
The Navy will spend $210 million to overhaul the $4.5 

billion warship, which was commissioned in 2003 and arrived 
in its first home port, San Diego, in 2004. 

The Reagan has completed five deployments in the past 
six years, returning from the most recent one in September. 

Burke called the maintenance a “deep dive” into the parts 
of the ship that are unreachable when in the water. The list: 
propeller, shafts and fuel and water tanks. 

“It’s a complete overhaul of your car, in a lot of ways,” 
Burke said. “A lot of body work, but also just a lot of deeper 
stuff. Going into those tanks that have been holding jet fuel or 
potable water for eight years now, making sure they are 
properly sealed and preserved.” 

Civilian contractors at Puget Sound Naval Shipyard in 
Bremerton, Wash., will do the technical pieces. But the 2,500 
Sailors heading north with the ship will also work. 

Burke said he plans to have his Sailors strip and repaint 
the “island,” the iconic central tower that houses the ship’s 
bridge. 

The systems that run the ship – radar and nuclear power, 
for example – will be upgraded. “It’s like putting more RAM 

into your computer,” said Senior Chief Petty Officer Dean 
Lohmeyer, the Reagan’s assistant public affairs officer. 

The Navy has not officially said that the Reagan will 
return to North Island, which has room for three aircraft 
carriers. At one point in mid 2010, the Reagan, the Nimitz and 
the Carl Vinson were all parked at their home dock at the 
same time. 

Since then, the Nimitz left for an overhaul period and was 
permanently reassigned to the Puget Sound region. 

With the Reagan departing, the Carl Vinson – which left 
on a regular six-month deployment in November – is the only 
aircraft carrier assigned to San Diego Bay. 

Doing “the math,” on Navy flattop assignments, Burke 
said he believes the Reagan is destined to return here. 

Of the nation’s 11 aircraft carriers, the Pentagon wants to 
have them fairly split between the coasts, with an additional 
one in Japan. Washington state is the only other West Coast 
location for carriers. 

Defense officials have hinted that a third carrier will call 
San Diego home by 2015 or 2016. 

Burke said he doesn’t know when the Navy will announce 
where the Reagan will go after the overhaul. But, he said, “I 
expect it will be fairly soon.” 

The skipper said the enormous upkeep required for these 
warships is another reason that the United States needs nearly 
a dozen. 

“We know that we’re going to have to do these deep dives 
on ships on an eight to 10-year period” basis, Burke said. 

“In order to have three out there all the time, three on 
ready standby, to go on a moment’s notice, you’ve got to have 
three or four more to be able to do this deep maintenance.” 

The ship departed without fanfare on a warm, sunny San 
Diego winter day. Weather forecast for Bremerton: Rain 
tonight. Tomorrow cloudy, high of 45 degrees. 
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8. USS Missouri Completes PSA And Extended Modernization Ahead Of Schedule 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 06 JAN 12) ... Lt. Cmdr. Jennifer Cragg, Commander, Submarine Group 2 Public Affairs 

GROTON, Conn. -- The crew of USS Missouri (SSN 
780) and General Dynamics Electric Boat accomplished two 
major milestones, a first for the Virginia-class submarine 
program, by completing the submarine's post-shakedown 
availability (PSA) sea trials and extended modernization Jan. 
6, a month ahead of schedule. 

"I'm proud of the crew for their hard work to accomplish 
these milestones," said Cmdr. Tim Rexrode, Missouri's 
commanding officer. "Because of this teamwork and 
camaraderie, USS Missouri will be delivered from post-
shakedown availability and extended modernization about a 
one month ahead of schedule." 

Capt. Michael Bernacchi, commodore, Commander, 
Submarine Squadron 4 said that the boat and her crew's 
completion ahead of schedule is in direct line with the Design 
for Undersea Warfare, which was published in 2011. 

"This is a notable example of how the design is being 
implemented on the waterfront," said Bernacchi, who added 
that the entire Missouri, Electric Boat, and Squadron 4 teams 

worked together to apply the design to complete the 
modernization ahead of schedule. 

He said the design was the catalyst which drove him and 
the commanding officer to challenge all aspects of the 
modernization and warfighting readiness to see how they 
could think outside the box. 

"Missouri is not just coming out; she is coming out ready 
to fight. We have already scheduled her for operations when 
she would have previously still been in the PSA. Because of 
this effort she is taking over operations for a sister ship, which 
will allow the Submarine Force to give almost 10 additional 
months of Surge ready and Ready for Tasking time back to the 
fleet. This is a huge achievement for everyone," said 
Bernacchi. 

Bernacchi's scheduled change of command is Jan. 13; his 
next assignment will be chief of staff, Commander, Submarine 
Group 2. 

In addition to the completion of the PSA and 
modernization ahead of schedule, Dec. 19, USS Missouri and 
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her crew returned to General Dynamics Electric Boat after 
successfully completing their sea trials also a month ahead of 
schedule. 

Rexrode reflected on the significance of USS Missouri 
being the first Virginia-class submarine commissioned to 
complete their sea trails, PSA and modernization this far 
ahead of schedule. 

"We worked hard to challenge previous assumptions and 
deliver effective first time results that should carry forward to 

future projects. As a result of these efforts the fleet has one 
more submarine for tasking earlier than planned," said 
Rexrode. 

Missouri is the seventh submarine of the Virginia class. 
General Dynamics Electric Boat delivered the submarine to 
the U.S. Navy in July 2010. The submarine's crew consists of 
about 134 officers and enlisted personnel. Missouri is the fifth 
Navy ship to be named in honor of the people of the "Show 
Me State." 
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9. USFF, MARFORCOM Host Final Planning Conference For Bold Alligator 2012 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 07 JAN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Rafael Martie 

VIRGINIA BEACH, Va. -- Commander, U.S. Fleet 
Forces (USFF) along with Commander, U.S. Marine Corps 
Forces Command (MARFORCOM) hosted the Final Planning 
Conference for Exercise Bold Alligator 2012 (BA 12) at 
Expeditionary Warfare Training Group Atlantic headquarters, 
Joint Expeditionary Base Little Creek-Fort Story, Virginia 
Beach, Jan. 4-6. 

The conference served as a platform for Navy and Marine 
Corps leaders to fine-tune the details for BA 12, the nation's 
largest joint, multi-national amphibious exercise in the past 10 
years, scheduled to begin in late January. 

BA 12 is designed to revitalize, refine and strengthen the 
fundamental roles of the Navy-Marine Corps team as "fighters 
from the sea," by conducting large-scale, integrated 
amphibious operations. 

Navy and Marine Corps leaders say landlocked wars in 
Iraq and Afghanistan have resulted in fewer opportunities for 
Marines and Sailors to gain experience in an integrated 
amphibious environment and that regaining that expertise is 
vital. 

"Mark Twain said 'history does not repeat itself, but 
sometimes it sure does rhyme,' and you will find extraordinary 
examples of every kind of operation from the sea where we 
are projecting power ashore into the teeth of all kinds of 
opposition or non-opposition," said Adm. J.C. Harvey Jr., 
commander, USFF. 

BA 12 planners developed and implemented both 
historical and unique 21st Century challenges into the 
exercise. 

"In some cases during these exercises we are looking to 
inject new technologies and looking for opportunities to 
develop new techniques, tactics and procedures based on new 
equipment we received or new adversaries that come up," said 
Vice Adm. David H. Buss, commander, Task Force 20, who 
oversees fleet and joint operations for USFF. 

The exercise's underlying scenario emphasizes the Navy-
Marine Corps capabilities in undeveloped and immature 
theaters of operations and will flex the six core capabilities of 
the U.S. Maritime Strategy - forward presence, deterrence, sea 
control, power projection, maritime security and humanitarian 
assistance/disaster response. 

"What is critical about this exercise is setting the example 
for our younger Marines and Sailors in our coalition forces, 
and that means conscientious naval integration between blue 
and green," said Lt. Gen. Dennis J. Hejlik, commander, 
MARFORCOM. "As we go forward into 2012 and beyond 
and we draw down in Afghanistan, the naval force is going to 
be the force of choice for access." 

Expected to participate in the exercise are an amphibious 
task force, led by Expeditionary Strike Group 2, consisting of 
10 amphibious ships and four to six surface combatants, a 
Marine expeditionary brigade-sized landing force (2d MEB), a 
carrier strike group (aircraft carrier, embarked air wing and 
four combatant ships), mine counter measure forces, Navy 
expeditionary combat command forces, Military Sealift 
Command ships, coalition force elements from several 
nations, and other commands in support of amphibious 
operations. 
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10. Service Members Build Wheelchairs For Guatemalan Children 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 06 JAN 12) ... Lt. Matthew Comer, High Speed Vessel-Southern Partnership Station Public Affairs 

ANTIGUA, Guatemala -- Service members from High 
Speed Vessel (HSV) 2 Swift assembled customized 
wheelchairs with students from California State University at 
Northridge for Guatemalan children at Hope Haven in 
Antigua, Guatemala during HSV-Southern Partnership Station 
2012 (HSV-SPS 12), Jan. 5. 

Nine Army, Navy and Air Force service members assisted 
the Northridge physical therapy graduate students and Hope 
Haven employees assemble and customize 17 wheelchairs. 

Hope Haven Guatemala is a three year-old facility that 
builds and customizes wheelchairs to be distributed 
throughout Central America. The facility receives donated 
supplies and builds and distributes approximately 100 
wheelchairs every month. Twenty-eight pallets of donated 

wheelchair supplies were delivered by Swift as part of Project 
Handclasp, upon arrival in Guatemala, Jan. 3. 

"You can't put children in adult foldable wheelchairs," 
said Dr. Sheryl Low, professor of physical therapy at 
Northridge. "Seating patients correctly is especially important 
in children because they can develop scoliosis and spinal 
deformities." 

The Northridge physical therapy students measured the 
children and discussed possible diagnoses before deciding on 
the correct wheelchair for the patient. The patients were fitted 
to their new wheelchairs and service members helped make 
the appropriate adjustments to ensure comfort, posture and 
mobility. 

"You could see an immediate difference in the posture 
and demeanor of the children when they were correctly fitted 
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in the wheelchair," said Cmdr. Garry Wright, HSV-SPS 12 
mission commander. "When you see a child's life change this 
much, you realize the impact of the partnerships we are 
making." 

After the children had been fitted to their chairs, workers 
at Hope Haven spent time working with the families 
discussing home-therapy techniques and proper wheelchair 
care. 

"Receiving a wheelchair will change the lives of the entire 
family," said Ilsy Caballeros, physical and occupational 
therapist at Hope Haven. "Last week, I met a family that said 
they went to the rodeo with their children. They wouldn't have 
been able to do that before the wheelchairs." 

During the lunch-break Hope Haven staff invited service 
members to play a game of wheelchair basketball. The service 
members were provided wheelchairs and taught how to 
maneuver. 

"It was a lot more difficult to play than it looks," said Sgt. 
1st Class Alan Owens, U.S. Army Combat Cameramen 
assigned to HSV-SPS 12. "It really put everything into 

perspective and it shows you the difference mobility can make 
in your life." 

Project Handclasp is a U.S. Navy program that accepts 
and transports educational, humanitarian and goodwill 
material donated by America's private sector on a space-
available basis aboard U.S. Navy ships for distribution to 
foreign nation recipients. 

Swift Arrived in Guatemala Jan. 3 for an 11-day 
partnership-building visit. More than 100 service members 
and civilians aboard Swift are working with host-nation 
counterparts in a series of subject-matter-expert-exchanges 
focusing on medical, veterinary, security, construction, and 
small-unit leadership techniques and procedures. 

Southern Partnership Station is an annual deployment of 
U.S. ships to the U.S. Southern Command (USSOUTHCOM) 
area of responsibility in the Caribbean, Central and South 
America. The mission's primary goal is information sharing 
with partner nation service members and civilians in the 
region. 
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GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
11. U.S. And U.K. To Work Together On Carrier Design, Deployments 
(AOL DEFENSE 06 JAN 12) ... Colin Clark 

Sometimes politico-diplomatic announcements are just 
plain hard to decipher, even when you know they convey 
significant news. 

That may be the case with this nugget sent out yesterday 
evening by Pentagon spokesman George Little: 

Finally, Secretaries Panetta and Hammond signed 
a Statement of Intent on Carrier Cooperation and 
Maritime Power Projection that will serve as the 
framework for increased cooperation and 
interoperability on the use of aircraft carriers, as well 
as provide the basis for the U.S. to assist the U.K. 
Royal Navy in developing its next generation of 
aircraft carriers. This cooperation is a cutting-edge 
example of close allies working together in a time of 
fiscal austerity to deliver a capability needed to 
maintain our global military edge. 
Clearly, this marks a significant commitment by both 

countries. Carriers are the stuff of dreams for those wishing to 
deploy their presence in force far from home and are almost as 
important as space flight to national prestige. The fact that the 
U.S. would agree to help Britain develop its next two carriers 
is worthy of note. Add to that the language about "Increased 
cooperation and interoperability" and you may have a major 
event. 

We talked to some of the experts to see how much 
perspective we could offer you, dear readers. Andrew 
Krepinevich, a member of the Defense Policy Board who 
advises Defense Secretary Leon Panetta on strategic issues, 
offered a bit, but not much. 

"Not sure on this one. Based on what you've given me this 
may be a case of where the British are looking for help from 
our industrial base. This wouldn't be the first time. In the late 
90s when they were trying to build a new class of submarines 
(the Astute Class), they realized they lacked the ability to do 
so, and came to us for help," Krepinevich wrote in an email. 

"They may have lost some key sectors of their shipbuilding 
base when it comes to carriers as well." 

Frank Cevasco, one of the leading experts on international 
defense cooperation, offered more detail. 

"The U.K. MoD is struggling big time under a 
substantially reduced defense budget with no relief in sight. 
The MoD was forced by budget considerations to mothball 
many of its ships and change direction with regard to its 
program to build two aircraft carriers. Under the current plan, 
the U.K. will not have an operating carrier for several years (I 
don't remember the details). I understand the second carrier 
will be the only one that is fully operational with the first more 
in a trial configuration," he wrote. 

The new agreement "came as a surprise to me, especially 
in light of the relatively long-standing U.K.-France carrier 
cooperation. But I can see the new cooperation as a vehicle for 
the U.S. to share some of its carrier design and operation know 
how with the U.K. And assistance in any form can only be 
helpful to the U.K.," he noted. 

The British carrier dilemma is acute. With their decision 
to drop the VSTOL capable F-35B (being bought by our 
Marines) in favor of the catapult-launched F-35C (being 
bought by our Navy) the British incurred significant new costs 
to redesign their carriers. Just how significant was made clear 
recently when the U.K. Procurement Minister, Peter Luff said 
this: 

Our latest cost estimate for the Queen Elizabeth 
Class Aircraft carrier program is £5.2 billion. This 
figure is based on the current configuration of the 
carriers and does not include the additional costs of 
installing catapults and arrestor gear to enable it to 
operate the more capable carrier variant of the Joint 
Strike Fighter decision which will be taken next year. 
The costs of conversion are under investigation, but are 
currently estimated to be in the order of £1 billion. As 
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part of a package of measures taken in the strategic 
defense and security review, we have reduced overall 
spending on the Carrier Strike Program by £4.4 billion 
over the next 10 years. 
For a shrinking British military, so hungry for savings it is 

slicing significantly into the number of people who serve in its 
Army, the prospects of coming up with an additional £1 
billion is remote, to say the least. 

Meanwhile, it bears remembering that the U.K. and 
France cooperate to some degree on their own carrier forces. 
Does this mean we have the beginnings of a min-NATO 
carrier group? It's awfully hard to tell. The challenges of 
working out who would have priority to decide whose carrier 
goes where and when and why might be too great to 
overcome. 

Cevasco says that the U.K. "understands the challenge 
associated with working cooperation in parallel with both the 

U.S. and France. Some of what the U.S. provides can certainly 
be shared with the U.K. and France, but I suspect some of 
what the U.S. shares with the U.K. will be shared subject to 
the understanding it not be transferred further. The U.K. has 
operated in that dual mode for decades--separating its 
transatlantic cooperation and its intra-Europe cooperation." 

In terms of industrial cooperation, Cevasco thinks that 
U.K.-French cooperation and U.S.-U.K. cooperation "will 
simply make it easier for the U.K. and France to support their 
domestic carrier programs. The U.S. might also learn 
something from British and French shipbuilders -- I recall a 
multi-nation ship design cooperation during the 1980s; the 
U.S. Navy and the others exchanged information about their 
national design practices and all benefited." 

This story will surely grow as we learn more. 
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12. Royal Navy Sends Its Mightiest Ship To Take On The Iranian Show Of Force In The Gulf 
The Royal Navy's most formidable warship is being sent to the Gulf for its first mission as tensions rise in the 
strategically vital region, it can be disclosed. 
(LONDON TELEGRAPH (UK) 06 JAN 12) ... Thomas Harding 

Iran has threatened to block the Strait of Hormuz, which 
served as the conduit for 17 millions barrels of oil every day 
last year. 

Naval commanders believe the deployment of HMS 
Daring, a Type 45 destroyer, will send a significant message 
to the Iranians because of the firepower and world-beating 
technology carried by the warship. 

Philip Hammond, the Defence Secretary, has publicly 
warned Iran that any blockade of the Strait of Hormuz would 
be "illegal and unsuccessful." 

The Daily Telegraph understands that HMS Daring has 
been fitted with new technology that will give it the ability to 
shoot down any missile in Iran's armoury. The £1 billion 
destroyer, which will leave Portsmouth next Wednesday, also 
carries the world's most sophisticated naval radar, capable of 
tracking multiple incoming threats from missiles to fighter 
jets. 

Daring, with its crew of 190, will transit through the Suez 
Canal and enter the Gulf later this month to replace the Type 
23 frigate currently on station. 

Iran completed a 10-day naval exercise in the sensitive 
waters near the Strait of Hormuz on Tuesday, staging 
manouevres which included firing three anti-ship missiles 
understood to be the Chinese-made C-802. 

Yesterday, Tehran said that another exercise would be 
held in the same area next month. Admiral Ali Fadavi, 
commander of the naval branch of the Revolutionary Guard, 
warned that this would be "different" from the most recent 
one. 

Speaking earlier, Mr Hammond said that "our joint naval 
presence in the Arabian Gulf" was "key to keeping the Strait 
of Hormuz open for international trade.” 

A Navy source has indicated that more British ships could 
be sent to the Gulf if required. The second Type 45, HMS 
Dauntless, will also be available to sail at short notice. 

Daring's special software upgrades will significantly 
increase the ability of its Sampson radar and Sea Viper 
missiles to destroy incoming missiles. 

During an intensive "swarm attack," the vessel could 
simultaneously track, engage and destroy more targets than 
five of it predecessor Type 42 destroyers. 

The Sea Viper is also one of the world's most agile 
missiles equipped with its own radar that can allow it to hit a 
target a hundred miles away. 

Lord West, the former First Sea Lord, described Daring as 
a "world beater," adding: "This warship has an unbelievably 
capable ability to track targets, spot the most dangerous and 
identify them for its missiles to take out. It's highly, highly 
capable. I would like to see the Type 45s show their potential 
in the region." 

The 8,000 ton destroyer will carry 48 Sea Vipers that can 
also be used to shoot down fighters as well as sea skimming 
missiles. It will also carry a Lynx helicopter capable of 
carrying Sea Skua anti-ship missiles and is capable of 
embarking 60 special forces troops. 

An MoD spokesman said: "While the newly operational 
Type 45 destroyer HMS Daring is more capable than earlier 
ships, her deployment East of Suez has been long planned, is 
entirely routine and replaces a frigate on station." 

Return to Index 
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13. Iran Welcomes U.S. Navy’s Rescue Of Iranian Fishermen Held By Pirates 
Iran Hails U.S. Rescue As 'Humanitarian Gesture' 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 07 JAN 12) ... Ali Akbar Dareini 

TEHRAN, Iran — Iran’s government on Saturday 
welcomed the U.S. Navy’s rescue of 13 Iranian fishermen held 
by pirates, calling it a positive humanitarian gesture. 

U.S. officials announced Friday that the fishermen had 
been rescued by a U.S. Navy destroyer on Thursday, more 
than 40 days after their boat was commandeered by suspected 
Somali pirates in the northern Arabian Sea. The rescue came 
just days after Tehran warned the U.S. to keep the same group 
of warships out of the Persian Gulf in a reflection of Iran’s 
fear that American warships could try to enforce an embargo 
against Iranian oil exports. 

“The rescue of Iranian sailors by American forces is 
considered a humanitarian gesture and we welcome this 
behavior,” Foreign Ministry spokesman Ramin Mehmanparast 
was quoted as saying by state TV’s Al-Alam Arabic channel. 

Iran’s hard-line Fars news agency had a different take, 
calling the rescue operation a Hollywood dramatization of a 
routine event. 

The Fars report noted that attacks by Somali pirates in the 
region are common and said that Iran’s navy has itself freed 
many mariners held by pirates in recent years without seeking 
to highly publicize it. 

Amid escalating tension with Iran over its nuclear 
program, the Obama administration reveled in delivering 
Friday’s announcement and highlighted the fact that the 
rescuing ships were the same ones Iran’s army chief had just 
said were no longer welcome in the Persian Gulf. 

“Basically, rescuing trading and fishing boats from the 
hands of pirates in the Arabian Sea and the Gulf of Aden is 
considered a completely normal issue,” Fars said. “A U.S. 
helicopter filming the rescue operation from the first minute 
makes it look like a Hollywood drama with specific locations 
and actors. It shows the Americans tried to publicize it through 
the media and present the American warship as a savior.” 

The semiofficial Fars news agency is considered close to 
Iran’s powerful Revolutionary Guard military force. 

Fars reported in April that Iranian naval commandos had 
driven off pirates attempting to hijack a supertanker off 
Pakistan’s southwestern coast. 

“Iran’s navy has rescued various foreign ships from the 
hands of pirates ... but never publicized that,” it said. 

Naval forces from several countries patrol shipping lanes 
in the region in pursuit of Somali pirates. The pirates, who are 
after huge ransoms, have dramatically expanded their range in 
recent years and targeted some of the largest vessels to take to 
the seas, including oil supertankers. 

The episode occurred after a week of tough talk from 
Iranian leaders, including the statement that American vessels 
were no longer welcome in the Gulf. Iran also warned it could 
block the Strait of Hormuz, the strategic waterway through 
which a sixth of the world’s oil flows to market. 

The Iranian threats, which were brushed aside by the 
Obama administration, were in response to strong economic 
sanctions against Iran over its disputed nuclear enrichment 
program. A week ago, President Barack Obama signed into 
law new sanctions targeting Iran’s central bank and its ability 
to sell petroleum abroad. 

At the same time, Iran has sought to project its naval 
power, carrying out 10 days of military drills at sea near the 
strategic Strait of Hormuz. 

On Saturday, Iran’s Revolutionary Guard began new war 
games near the Afghan border, according to the Guard’s 
website, sepahnews.com. 

Mohammad Pakpoor, commander of the Guard’s ground 
force, said the maneuvers began outside Khaf, an eastern town 
near the border. He said the war games were aimed at 
strengthening Iran’s borders and increasing the combat 
readiness of the Guard’s ground force. 

Iran is also planning new military exercises near the 
Hormuz Strait next month. 

Return to Index 
 

14. China Slams U.S. Defense Strategy With Asian Slant 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 09 JAN 12) 

BEIJING -- China has slammed as "groundless and 
untrustworthy" the United States' new defense strategy that 
says China's strategic intentions are unclear. 

The strategy unveiled Thursday intends to assert 
America's position in the Asia-Pacific region. 

The document says the growth of China's military power 
must be accompanied by greater clarity of its strategic 
intentions to avoid causing friction in the region. 

Foreign Ministry spokesman Liu Weimin said Monday: 
"China's strategic intent is clear, open and transparent." 

He says China is committed to peaceful development and 
a "defensive" policy. 

Liu says China's defense modernization plays an active 
role in maintaining regional peace and security and "will not 
pose any threat to any country." 
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15. Philippines Protests New Chinese Intrusions In The S. China Sea 
(KYODO NEWS 09 JAN 12) 

MANILA -- The Philippines said Sunday it has protested 
the sighting of two Chinese vessels and a Chinese Navy ship 
near a Philippine-claimed shoal in the South China Sea. 

The Philippine Department of Foreign Affairs said in a 
statement it has "conveyed to the Chinese Embassy's charge 

d'affaires its serious concerns over recent actions of (China) in 
the West Philippine Sea on 5 January 2012." 

The Philippines refers to the South China Sea as the West 
Philippine Sea to stress that it has sovereignty over some of 
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the islands, reefs, shoals and cays also claimed in whole or in 
part by China, Brunei, Malaysia, Vietnam and Taiwan. 

Citing reports from the Philippine Department of National 
Defense and the Armed Forces of the Philippines, Philippine 
Foreign Secretary Albert Del Rosario said Manila has 
"protested the recent sightings of two Chinese vessels and a 
People's Liberation Army Navy, or PLAN, ship at the vicinity 
of Escoda Shoal in the West Philippine Sea on December 11 
and 12 respectively." 

The Escoda Shoal is 123.6 nautical miles from Palawan 
and within Philippine sovereignty and maritime jurisdiction, 
the statement said. 

"These intrusions of the Chinese are clear violations of 
the 2002 ASEAN-China Declaration on the Conduct of Parties 

in the South China Sea as well as the provision of the United 
Nations Convention of the Law of the Sea," Del Rosario said. 

Early last year, the Philippines protested Chinese 
intrusions into Philippine areas in the South China Sea and it 
recorded seven "aggressive intrusions" since last February. 

"These intrusions happened within 85 nautical miles from 
the nearest Philippine island of Palawan and nearly 600 
nautical miles from the nearest coast of China," Del Rosario 
said. 

China essentially claims the whole of the South China 
Sea, which the Philippines says is "illegal and not valid under 
international law. 
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16. Ties With India, Pakistan Not A Zero Sum Game 
(PAKISTAN TODAY 06 JAN 12) 

WASHINGTON - Observing that its relationship with 
India and Pakistan is not a zero-sum game and that it values 
ties with both, the Pentagon on Friday said safe havens that 
existed in Pakistan were still an obstacle to ultimate success in 
Afghanistan. 

“I would tell you that with respect to both countries, it’s 
not a zero-sum game for us,” the Pentagon spokesman, Navy 
Captain John Kirby, told a bloggers’ round table on Thursday, 
in response to a question. 

“We value and very much want deep strategic 
partnerships with both countries, because both of them are 
vital to the Central and South Asia regions. There’s no 
question about that,” he said. 

Kirby said Pentagon had long said and believed that its 
success in Afghanistan was very much dependent on a strong 
constructive relationship with Pakistan. 

“That relationship is troubled. There’s no question about 
that right now. But that doesn’t mean that we don’t, both 
sides, recognise the importance of working our way through 

this and getting to better cooperation and coordination across 
that border,” Kirby said. 

“The safe havens that exist in Pakistan are still an obstacle 
to our ultimate success in Afghanistan, and we’re continuing 
to work at that,” he said. 

India also has a very, very strong role to play, he added. 
“This is a country which is a growing economic power not just 
in the region but globally. It’s a nation with whom we’ve had 
a very strong military partnership going back decades. 

“And they as well, the Indians, desire to play, and have 
been playing, a constructive role inside Afghanistan, 
conducting some training for Afghan troops and also showing 
a willingness to help out economically in Afghanistan,” Kirby 
said. “So we don’t look at this, in any nation in that part of the 
world – and this includes Afghanistan – we don’t look at this 
as one up, one down or one against the other. “We want good, 
strong relationships with all the nations there. And more 
importantly, we want them to have strong relationships with 
each other,” Kirby said. 
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17. Danish Navy Captures Pirate Vessel, Frees Hostages 
(REUTERS 08 JAN 12) ... John Acher 

COPENHAGEN - A Danish navy ship seized a suspected 
pirate vessel off the coast of Somalia and freed 14 hostages on 
board, the navy said on Sunday. 

The Absalon warship, serving in NATO's counter-piracy 
mission Ocean Shield, captured the fishing vessel and 25 
suspected pirates on Saturday, a navy spokesman said. 

The suspected pirates, believed to be Somali, were being 
questioned on Sunday, spokesman Mikael Bill said. 

"The operation went as planned, without casualties to the 
crew, hostages or pirates," the Absalon's commanding officer, 
Carsten Fjord Larsen, said in a statement released on Saturday. 

The hostages were from Pakistan and Iran, the statement 
added. 

Piracy is rife off the Horn of Africa, disrupting shipping 
lanes between Europe and Asia, putting seamen, vessels and 
cargoes at risk, and costing shippers huge sums to protect 
themselves. 

The fishing vessel was carrying small skiffs with large 
outboard motors. Pirates often use those lighter skiffs to board 
the vessels they hijack, Bill said. 

Larger support vessels enable pirates to operate farther 
from shore. 
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18. Russian Naval Flotilla Docks In Syria 
(SKY NEWS (AUSTRALIA) 09 JAN 12) 

A large Russian naval flotilla led by an aircraft carrier has 
docked in the Syrian port of Tartus in what Damascus state 
media hailed as a show of solidarity by close ally Moscow. 

The six-day call to the Mediterranean port, where Russia 
has a recently expanded naval base, is intended to boost ties at 

a time when President Bashar al-Assad's government is under 
mounting Western and Arab pressure over its bloody 
crackdown on dissent, the Syrian press said. 

But Russian defence officials said the stop was simply to 
replenish supplies. 
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'The port call is aimed at bringing the two countries closer 
together and strengthening their ties of friendship,' Syria's 
official SANA news agency quoted a Russian naval officer it 
identified as Vladimir Yakushin as saying. 

'The commanders of the Russian naval vessels docked in 
Tartus took turns to express their solidarity with the Syrian 
people,' the news agency added. 

The governor of Tartus province, Atef al-Nadaf, paid 
tribute to the 'honourable position adopted by Russia which 
has stood by the Syrian people.' 

But Russian defence officials stressed the ships were 
conducting regular Mediterranean Sea exercises unrelated to 

the Syrian crisis and had only entered port to replenish 
supplies. 

'After replenishing their supplies, the ships will leave 
Syrian waters on January 9 and continue on their long-distance 
mission,' the Russian defence ministry said in a statement. 

Despite strong Western criticism, Russia has stood by its 
Cold War ally in the face of a mounting international outcry 
over the death toll from security force efforts to crush nearly 
10 months of anti-government protests. 

In October, Moscow joined Beijing in vetoing a Western-
drafted UN Security Council resolution that would have 
threatened Damascus with 'targeted measures' if it failed to 
rein in its security forces. 
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19. Israel Navy To Devote Majority Of Missile Boats To Secure Offshore Drilling Rafts 
Navy officers confirm security mission will amount to thousands of hours of missile boats' operational hours 
each year. 
(HA’ARETZ (ISRAEL) 09 JAN 12) ... Gili Cohen 

The Israel Navy will be in charge of protecting Israeli 
offshore drilling rigs, even though this will take up a huge 
portion of the battleships' operational hours, Haaretz has 
learned. 

The IDF General Staff decided several months ago that 
the flotilla in charge of the navy's missile boats will be 
responsible for naval patrols between the natural gas fields 
Tamar, Leviathan and Yam Tethys, including any drilling rigs 
that might be erected in the future. 

Navy officers confirmed that the mission will amount to 
thousands of hours of missile boats' operational hours each 
year. 

They also said the navy won't be the only force protecting 
the rigs, which are drilling for oil and natural gas, since the 
Israel Air Force will have aircraft on alert in case of an attack. 

The rigs are located beyond Israel's territorial waters - 12 
nautical miles from land - but within Israel's "economic 
waters," which stretch up to 70 nautical miles offshore. This 
means that legally, the navy may act to prevent the rigs from 
being attacked. 

"The whole issue of 'economic waters' actually triples the 
size of Israel, but also creates strategic threats not only 
concerning the rigs and those working there, but also a threat 
to Israel's energy supply," said a senior naval officer. "A 
possible strike against the rigs is a nightmare scenario." 

The navy has therefore decided to add two missile boats 
in the next few years, at the cost of several million shekels 
each. 

Still, according to the IDF analysis, even more sea crafts 
will be needed to secure the rigs, and the navy is well aware 
that these operations will come at a cost. 

"We'll get more boats for the mission, but that isn't 
enough," the officer said. "We need even more. It will come at 
the expense of other things. One can't strengthen the navy in 
the long term like this. It means changing the operations of 
missile boats." 

The IDF considers the drilling rigs to be potential targets. 
A senior navy officer in the reserves told Haaretz that the rigs 
could be "easy prey" for terrorists, or during an armed conflict. 

The main method of a possible attack on the rigs include 
massive rounds of missiles (probably meaning the Syrian 
Yahount missiles, recently defined by the navy as "game-
changing" weapons ), the intentional crashing of manned or 
unmanned aircrafts, a collision with an approaching water 
craft, or a maritime explosion. 

The navy does not intend to create a separate unit that 
would function as a coast guard of sorts, but rather split the 
responsibility among all missile boats. The IDF has recently 
held maneuvers and exercises in areas surrounding the rigs, 
but that was done without a direct order stating that their 
security is part of the navy or IDF's responsibilities. 

The drilling companies are responsible for security within 
the rigs, and they hire private security companies, mostly 
staffed by former navy and IDF officers. Private security 
guards might be able to prevent rigs from being taken over, 
but are unlikely to help them withstand an outright attack. 

"I consider securing the rigs an operational mission like 
any other," said an officer in the missile boat flotilla. "We're 
talking about an issue of national security with wide 
repercussions." 
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20. Brazil Seeks Industry Input On New Aircraft Carrier 
(DEFENSE NEWS 09 JAN 12) ... Andrew Chuter 

LONDON — Brazil has taken a significant step toward 
building a new aircraft carrier as European shipyards have 
recently provided information to the Brazilians on a potential 
design-and-build strategy, said maritime industry executives. 

Brazil last year issued what is effectively a request for 
information (RFI) covering issues such as design, procurement 

support and construction of a carrier capable of carrying 
between 40 and 50 aircraft, the executives said. 

Details on the request are sketchy. The executives said it 
was possible the early phases of a feasibility study to replace 
the current Brazilian Navy aircraft carrier Sao Paulo were now 
gathering momentum. Brazil has voiced its ambitions to build 
a new aircraft carrier for several years without publicly putting 
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a firm date on the program. A French industry source said, 
although that has not changed, early work to prepare the 
ground is underway. 

"There is political will to build a new aircraft carrier 
although no timetable. DCNS [the French shipyard 
responsible for building the Charles de Gaulle nuclear carrier 
and the Mistral helicopter carrier] is preparing its response for 
an initial phase of feasibility studies," he said. 

Brazil's current carrier was built by France and called the 
Foch before being acquired by Brazil in 2000. A key question 
for the new carrier was what aircraft it would carry, the French 
source said. Little has been heard about the aircraft selection, 
which is fundamental to the carrier design, he said. Sao Paulo, 
which operates upgraded A-4 Skyhawk jets and helicopters, 
has recently emerged from an extensive refit. 

An Italian industrial source said Fincantieri responded to 
a Brazilian RfI in 2011 but made no comment about any 
newer requests. 

Fincantieri is already providing India with similar 
services to those requested by Brazil as New Delhi constructs 
its own carrier program, the Italian source said. 

A decision among Boeing's F/A-18, the Dassault Rafale 
and Saab's Gripen for the Air Force was expected last year but 
has been put back. The F/A-18 and Rafale are carrier-capable, 
and Saab has been working to develop a naval version of its 
contender. 

A European industry source said BAE Systems had also 
received the RfI and recently had returned the proposal. 

The then-Brazilian defense minister, Nelson Jobim, was 
briefed on the BAE-led program to build two 65,000-ton 
carriers for the Royal Navy during a visit to the U.K last year. 

Nobody at the defense attache's office in the Brazilian 
Embassy in London was available for comment on the carrier 
RfI before the story went to press. 

While Brazil has ambitions to field a modem aircraft 
carrier, the more immediate requirement to protect its offshore 
oil fields and fishing re-sources saw Latin America's economic 
powerhouse ink a deal with BAE to buy three already 
completed offshore patrol vessels (OPVs). 

The 133 million-pound ($205 million) deal, which 
includes 13 million pounds of support and training, will see 
Brazil take the OPVs originally ordered by Trinidad and 
Tobago but canceled in a spat with BAE over late deliveries. 

Two of the 90-meter vessels will be handed over this year 
with a third, which still requires work, scheduled to be 
delivered next year. 

Industry executives here said the sale of the vessels was 
an interim solution to acquire large OPVs ahead of a decision 

on a much wider package of new warships known as the 
Prosuper program. 

As it currently stands, the program includes five new 
medium-size OPVs, five frigates and one logistics support 
ship. 

Rear Adm. Francisco Deiana, the Brazilian Navy's 
director of naval engineering, said in a statement the purchase 
of the BAE warships did "not change the scope of our 
Prosuper program .... including a further five OPVs in the 
1,800 tonne class." 

The deal with Britain's main warship builder includes a 
manufacturing license enabling further OPVs to be built 
locally if the Brazilians opt to take the BAE design as part of 
its Prosuper requirement. 

A BAE spokeswoman confirmed the deal did not 
guarantee the Britain-based company a role as the supplier of 
a fleet of OPVs but said the deal "positions us well even 
though the competition continues." Although progress on the 
Prosuper program has been delayed, Felipe Salles, the editor 
of the Brazilian on-line publication Base Militar, said the 
winners are expected to be announced by the end of the year. 

DCNS and Fincantieri lead a host of companies vying for 
the business including BAE, Daewoo, Damen, Navantia and 
ThyssenKrupp. 

BAE is offering the Brazilians a partnership on the yet-to-
be-built Global Combat Ship, or Type 26 as it will be known 
when it enters Royal_ Navy service around the end of the 
decade. 

The British Ministry of Defence confirmed last week that 
it had settled on a baseline design for the frigate last month as 
part of its deliberations known here as a capability decision 
point. High-level approval of the design is expected by the 
MoD in the next few weeks. 

Officials here said Brazil, or other nations looking to join 
the program, was still able to influence the detailed design of 
the Global Combat Ship. 

Improving naval shipbuilding capabilities is a key 
element of the Brazilian government's naval investment plan. 
Local industry is already part way through building a likely 
12-strong class of 54-meter-long medium-sized patrol vessels. 

More challenging is the deal with DCNS to build four 
Scorpene S-BR-class submarines. 

DCNS is building the front section of the diesel-powered 
boat with Brazil to build the rear Integration of the first boat in 
Brazil is planned to start in 2013. 

The French company is also building the non-nuclear part 
of an atomic powered submarine scheduled to be 
manufactured in Brazil. 
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PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
21. 1.6% Pay Raise Takes Effect; Allowances Rebound In 2012 
Retirees See First Increase In 2 Years 
(NAVY TIMES 16 JAN 12) ... Chuck Vinch 

The 2012 Pay Book is your guide to the complex world of 
military compensation. 

The new year brings a welcome rebound from 2011, when 
increases in the three pillars of military compensation were the 
lowest in many years. 

The Jan. 1 basic pay raise for all active-duty members and 
drilling reservists is 1.6 percent. That is one of the smallest 
military raises since the early 1960s — second only to last 
year's 1.4 percent — but because the national employment 
picture remains bleak, 1.6 percent is still enough to keep 
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average military pay on pace with average private-sector wage 
increases. 

As such, the so-called "gap" between average civilian and 
military pay remains unchanged at 2.4 percent for 2012. 

The gap — which the Pentagon argues no longer exists — 
is measured by comparing annual increases since 1982, when 
rough parity was last thought to have existed. The gap peaked 
at 13.5 percent in the late 1990s. 

The Pentagon perspective is supported by a 2009 report 
by the nonpartisan Congressional Budget Office that 
concluded any gap between military and private-sector pay 
vanished some time ago. The pay gap compares only military 
basic pay and private-sector wages; CBO noted that when tax-
free military housing and food allowances are added to the 
equation, average military compensation probably' surpassed 
average private-sector wages at least eight years ago. 

While the national employment picture may still be 
suppressing wages, there is more welcome news in 2012 
regarding those housing and food allowances. 

Last year, for the first time in the history of the Basic 
Allowance for Housing program, the nationwide average 

allowance declined, by 0.6 percent — although plenty of 
individual locations still saw rate hikes. For 2012, BAH 
increases by a nationwide, average of about 2 percent. 

The news is even better for the Basic Allowance for 
Subsistence, linked to the Agriculture Department's food-cost 
index. BAS rises by a robust 7.2 percent, much better than last 
year's increase of less than 0.4 percent. 

Finally, military retirees no doubt are relieved that after 
two unprecedented years of no annual cost-of-living increases 
in their retired pay, they receive a COLA this year. With the 
cost of goods and services having edged back up through the 
past year, retirees will see a 3.6 percent increase in their 
monthly retired pay starting with their January paychecks. 

The only other major change in military pay can be seen 
in the Continental Cost-of-Living Allowance, or CONUS 
COLA, which compensates service members stationed in 
areas of the lower 48 states where 

the cost of living exceeds the national average by more 
than 8 percent. 

More than a dozen counties in California that did not 
qualify for CONUS COLA last year are now on the list. 
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22. DoD Cuts Could Hit Civilians Hard 
Reduced Pay, Benefits Among The Possibilities 
(DEFENSE NEWS 09 JAN 12) ... Stephen Losey 

The Pentagon’s renewed focus on reining in personnel 
costs could ripple throughout the U.S. government, resulting 
in reduced pay and benefits for all federal civilian employees. 

DoD’s new strategy, which President Obama and Defense 
Secretary Leon Panetta unveiled Jan. 5, calls for “reducing the 
rate of growth of manpower costs” and cutting overhead, 
headquarters and other support spending, though it does not 
propose specific cuts. The eight-page strategy, titled 
“Sustaining U.S. Global Leadership: Priorities for 21st 
Century Defense,” is meant to help guide more than $450 
billion in cuts to planned defense spending over the next 
decade. 

Obama and Panetta said DoD will drop its ability to fight 
long, drawn-out wars, such as the Iraq and Afghanistan wars, 
and will reduce the size of the military. Consultant Mike 
Hager, former head of the Office of Personnel Management, 
said that will surely mean a smaller civilian workforce. 

“There’s no reasonable way you could expect the civilian 
workforce to continue to grow, while boots in the field take it 
on the chin,” Hager said. 

The American Federation of Government Employees said 
in a news release that it fears DoD has not taken a hard enough 
look at contractor costs and will force the civilian workforce 
to absorb an outsized share of the cuts. Some segments of the 
workforce have already faced hiring freezes, buyouts and early 
outs. 

And AFGE is concerned that the Pentagon’s focus on 
“manpower costs” will hit federal compensation, health care 
and other benefits. 

“These are obviously coming,” AFGE spokesman Tim 
Kauffman said. 

Henry Romero, a consultant and former OPM executive, 
said that once the Pentagon starts looking at pay and benefits, 
even non-DoD civilians are likely to be snared. 

“There’s no way DoD civilians are going to be treated 
differently than the rest of the civilian workforce,” Romero 
said. “If the DoD comes up with a proposal to reduce the 
compensation package — whether through a high-five [a 
reduced method of calculating pension benefits that uses the 
average of a retiree’s five highest salaries, instead of the 
current three highest salaries], or reduced contributions to 
health benefits — that could signal something for the federal 
workforce as a whole.” Hager agreed. 

“To pick out Defense would be a major mistake,” Hager 
said. “It would be highly unfair. Why should areas like 
Energy, Education and Agriculture be given a break beyond 
the men and women who help defend the country?” 

Ron Sanders, former chief human capital officer for the 
intelligence community and an executive adviser at Booz 
Allen Hamilton, said Defense’s renewed zeal to cut spending 
should prompt the government to take a hard look at how it 
pays federal employees. “Are we spending that part of the 
budget in the most effective manner?” Sanders said. “Is it 
going to the people with the most critical skills, and who 
contribute the most? Given the limited payroll dollars that will 
be available — just as the president has to set national security 
priorities — the president is going to have to set human capital 
priorities.” 

Romero said the Pentagon should consider cutting pay 
and benefits only if its workforce cuts don’t yield enough 
savings. 

Bill Bransford, general counsel for the Senior Executives 
Association and a columnist for Defense News’ sister 
publication Federal Times on federal workplace matters, said 
further buyouts and early outs are likely. But if those aren’t 
enough, DoD could also turn to furloughs and reductions in 
force, he said. Hager said Defense, as it shrinks, must work 
closely with unions to find new, more efficient ways of getting 
the job done. 
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“We need real partnerships,” Hager said. “There’s so much opportunity out there.” 
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23. Federal Workers' Pay Could Bump Up 0.5% 
Obama's plan may land squarely in debate over government spending 
(WASHINGTON POST 07 JAN 12) ... Ed O’Keefe 

After a two-year freeze in federal workers' salaries, 
President Obama will propose a 0.5 percent pay increase for 
civilian employees as part of his 2013 budget, senior 
administration officials said Friday. 

The plan is likely to become part of an election-year 
confrontation between the White House and Congress over 
government spending. Republican lawmakers and presidential 
candidates have called for freezing basic pay rates for at least 
one more year, with some pitching it as a way to pay for 
extending the payroll tax cut. 

Obama called for the pay freeze shortly after the 
November 2010 midterm elections, saying federal workers 
needed to share the burden of getting the deficit under control. 
The proposal disclosed Friday, which requires congressional 
approval, means that federal civilian employees would get a 
modest across-the-board pay jump next January. 

Despite the freeze, raises have continued for workers who 
graduate into higher steps of the General Schedule pay system 
or who are promoted — a practice some GOP lawmakers say 
should be halted to help trim the federal debt. 

Rep. Dennis A. Ross (R-Fla.), who chairs a House 
subcommittee overseeing the federal workforce, called the pay 
plan “pure politics” and labeled Obama “a public sector union 
puppet” for making the proposal. 

“Federal employees are paid better, receive better benefits 
and enjoy unparalleled job security, compared to their private 
sector counterparts,” Ross said in a statement. 

But administration officials, who were not authorized to 
speak publicly, said the White House would no longer support 
using pay freezes as a way to cut the federal deficit. And in a 
tight budget year, they said, the small increase was all they 
could afford. 

The jump would be well below the 3.6 percent cost-of-
living adjustment that took effect this week for Social Security 
recipients and most federal retirees to keep pace with inflation. 
It is also far below private-sector earnings, which climbed an 
average of roughly 2 percent in 2011, according to the Bureau 
of Labor Statistics. 

The White House informed federal agencies of the 
decision Friday in order to put the finishing touches on its 
2013 budget proposal, which is expected to be unveiled in 
early February. 

Virtually nobody with a federal paycheck has had a 
significant raise in recent years. Obama froze the salaries of 
top West Wing staffers and political officials after taking 
office in 2009. On Capitol Hill, lawmakers have not had a 
raise in four of the past six years. 

No decision has been made on a raise for uniformed 
military personnel, the officials said, although troops received 
a 1.6 percent pay bump this month. Lawmakers and federal 
worker unions traditionally push to ensure pay parity between 
civilian and military personnel, the standard practice for many 
years before 2009. 

Some rank-and-file federal workers said Friday that the 
proposed raise is nominal at best and that they think they’ve 
sacrificed enough. 

“My rent went up 10 percent in the last two years,” said 
Jared Hautamaki, an Environmental Protection Agency 
employee, adding that the proposed 0.5 percent increase “is an 
insult to federal workers.” 

John Sakowski, a Food and Drug Administration 
employee from Bowie, said the raise would mean an 
additional $500 annually — less than $20 per paycheck, 
before taxes. “For that much, why bother?” 

Nancy Bryant, a Department of Veterans Affairs 
employee from Waco, Tex., agreed. “I’m not a wealthy 
bureaucrat. I’m a low-level administrative worker who lives 
paycheck to paycheck,” she said. “I’ve been sacrificing a great 
deal by having my pay frozen.” 

Bruce Rodman, with the U.S. Railroad Retirement Board 
in Naperville, Ill., said that he felt fortunate to potentially earn 
a raise but that considering the small percentage, “why not just 
freeze salaries for another year?” 

The federal government has about 2 million civilian 
federal employees, with about 85 percent of them living and 
working outside the Washington area. The federal sector 
added about 2,000 jobs in December, according to statistics 
released Friday. 

Federal law calls for raises based on the rate of private-
sector wage growth as determined by the Bureau of Labor 
Statistics, although in practice, increases are negotiated in the 
budget process. By increasing salaries by just 0.5 percent, 
administration officials said the government would save $2 
billion in fiscal 2013. 

Federal worker union leaders said that Friday’s news 
wouldn’t help workers much — nor shield them from 
potentially devastating GOP cost-cutting proposals. 

“It’s obviously not going to have a real impact on their 
ability to spend money or help the economy or stay even with 
the private sector,” said Colleen M. Kelley, president of the 
National Treasury Employees Union. “It’s a move in the right 
direction, just not as substantive as it could have been.” 

John Gage, president of the American Federation of 
Government Employees, said that GOP cost-cutting proposals 
remain “a real threat” as lawmakers begin meeting to hammer 
out a long-term deal on the payroll tax cut. But any cost-
cutting plan that targets federal jobs and pay is “shortsighted,” 
he said. 

Rep. James P. Moran (D-Va.), whose district is home to 
about 65,000 federal employees, said Friday that small pay 
increases and a sustained effort to cut federal pay and benefits 
could compel federal workers to retire early or quit. 

Sakowski, the FDA worker from Bowie, said he may do 
just that. 

“When the economy eventually rebounds, I’ll take my 
education and experience and flee government service for the 
private sector,” he said. 
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24. Sailors Speak Candidly About Job Cuts 
(WAVY NBC NORFOLK 06 JAN 12) ... Anne McNamara 

CHESAPEAKE, Va. - National defense cuts are costing 
local Sailors their jobs. 

The Enlistment Retention Board, commonly known as the 
"ERB," decides who will stay and who will go. 

10 On Your Side spoke to some affected Sailors. 
Air controller Rashaun Ketter doesn't know what he will 

do come Feb. After six deployments and 12 years in the Navy, 
the ERB decided Ketter will not be retained because of a 
reckless driving offense from 2001. 

"If I was going to be put out over something 10 years ago, 
then I should have been put out back then for what I did," 
Ketter said. "Don't wait until 10, 11 years later when you've 
got to meet some quota, then I'm getting the boot." 

Ketter told WAVY.com his recent performance and 
evaluations were all satisfactory. 

"I've been through a lot in the Navy and sacrificing," 
Ketter said. "I wasn't there for my mother when she passed, I 
wasn't there for my daughter when she was born. It's crazy for 
them to just tell us, 'Thank you for your time, now you've got 
to go'." 

Ketter is currently applying for civilian jobs. His resume 
advertises skills he learned in the Navy, including security 
management and handling classified materials. 

Ketter's friend, Miranda Queen, faces the same fate. An 
operations specialist, she is having a harder time translating 
her skills to civilian jobs. 

Queen also served 12 years in the Navy. The ERB 
determined she would not be retained because she failed two 
physical tests in her career. 

"It costs more to keep me in the Navy than a Sailor who 
just joined two or three years ago," Queen said. "I don't think 
it's fair, but I see where they're going with it." 

Queen created the " Navy ERB Sailors " group on 
Facebook to spread information and provide support for ERB 
Sailors and their spouses. 

"I look at it as I'm still contributing to my country," 
Queen said. "This is being done for the future." 

Navy families have started a petition against the cuts on 
the White House's website. The petition must reach 25,000 
signatures by Jan. 17 to require the White House to review the 
ERB's decision. 

View Clip (RT: 2:40) 
 
 

Navy Families Ready To Fight Cuts - 3,000 Sailors Are 
Losing Jobs 

(WVY NBC NORFOLK 06 JAN 12) Jason Marks 
NORFOLK, Va. (WAVY) - Many of our local military 

men and women have gone through rounds of cuts before. If 
past cuts are any indication of what could happen with this 
impending round of cuts, a lot of families could be in for a 
rough ride. 

WAVY.com spoke with two Navy wives who know what 
it's like to go through downsizing. In late November, they 
found out their husbands were being forced out by the Enlisted 
Retention Board (ERB). 

The ERB is charged with deciding how to slim down. 
Navy wife Bobbi Taylor asked, "Why do that to someone 

who's sacrificed for 15 years?" 
"I love my country, but I don't like how they're putting 

our men down like," Navy wife Sarah Cobble added. 
Their husbands have been in the service for an almost 30 

years combined. 
"We've been through seven deployments in 14 years," 

Taylor said. 
Both husbands were career Navy men; at least that's what 

they thought. The men are among 3,000 Sailors who are losing 
their jobs. 

"It's like drawing a circle on the floor, throwing names up 
and who ever lands in the circle will stay in," Cobble 
explained. 

How the Navy decided who goes involves Sailors with 
the ranks E4-E8. 

"I understand that they have to downsize," Taylor added. 
"I understand that they have to cut budgets, but this was not 
the right thing to do." 

"This downsizing, I don't support it," Congressman Scott 
Rigell added. 

Rigell isn't sure if jobs can be saved, but he plans to do all 
he can. 

"One thing we can do in Congress is to bring attention to 
a matter and express our disapproval representing the will of 
the people," Rigell said. 

And the people have taken to Facebook, creating a page 
to show their unhappiness over the cuts. In the meantime, 
families have started to prepare for the worst. 

"We're trying to save up money now, because we didn't 
know," Cobble said. "We didn't have a back up plan." 

View Clip (RT: 3:21) 
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25. NMCP's Warrior Transition Unit Officially Opens 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 06 JAN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Anna Arndt, Naval Medical Center Portsmouth 
Public Affairs 

PORTSMOUTH, Va. -- A ribbon-cutting ceremony was 
held to officially open the Warrior Transition Unit at Naval 
Medical Center Portsmouth (NMCP) Jan. 6. 

Rear Adm. Elaine Wagner, NMCP commander and Capt. 
Daniel Unger, Wounded Warrior Program manager cut the 
ribbon. 

The unit takes advantage of an "overflow" inpatient area 
in the medical center that is used only when other wards are 

full. Now, when a Wounded Warrior is medevaced from 
overseas - often from the Landstuhl Regional Medical Center 
in Germany - the unit is activated and becomes the service 
member's first stop instead of the emergency room (ER). 

The unit is a more subdued and less chaotic environment 
than the ER, and provides privacy for family members to 
reunite with their injured service member. 
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"In many instances, Naval Medical Center Portsmouth is 
the first place where family members are able to see their 
loved ones after an injury or illness suffered during a 
deployment or other overseas duty," said Wagner. "This area 
is far more conducive to those private emotionally charged 
reunions than an open bay in the Emergency Department." 

Many of the patients in the unit have been wounded by 
improvised explosive devices. The most common injuries are 
orthopedic, thoracic, mental health and vascular. Medevac 
patients who need pain medication typically receive low dose 
during the flight. Their pain is addressed immediately upon 
arrival to the unit. 

"This is a full-service Warrior Transition Unit," said Capt. 
Thomas Craig, Operational Forces medical liaison, who came 
up with the idea for the unit. "The whole idea is that whatever 
needs the warriors have are met when they come here. The 
beauty of it is that [the unit] is completely flexible. 

"We know four to five days out from when the patient 
arrives what they need. We have at least three days to prepare 
so we can custom tailor it to their needs," Craig said. 

Before the creation of the Warrior Transition Unit, 
Wounded Warriors who were being evaluated could spend 
several hours waiting in the Emergency Department. 

"When they were being treated in the ER their stays 
usually lasted about six hours; now the longest stay we have 
had was one hour and 44 minutes," said Craig. "Now they 
come straight up here where it is calm and quiet and they each 
have their own individual room." 

After patients are evaluated in the transition unit, they will 
either be admitted to one of the inpatient units, or, depending 
on their individual medical needs, transition to the Patriots' 
Inn, the Medical Hold Barracks or even their own homes for 
outpatient services. 

"This unit is very much focused on the Wounded Warrior 
to meet all their needs and their families' needs," said Unger, 
the program manager. "I think it's awesome. I think it's the 
first step in developing a world-class wounded warrior care 
program here." 

The unit has served 23 Wounded Warriors since it opened 
Oct. 15, 2011. 
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26. Young Vets' Jobless Rate Rises To 13.3 Percent 
(ARMY TIMES 06 JAN 12) ... Rick Maze 

Young veterans continue to have problems finding jobs 
even as the overall economy is improving, according to 
Friday's employment situation report from the Bureau of 
Labor Statistics. 

The national unemployment rate fell to 8.5 percent in 
December and 200,000 jobs were created, continuing a trend 
of slow but steady improvement since August. 

However, for Iraq- and Afghanistan-era veterans — those 
separated from active duty since Sept. 11, 2001 — the jobless 
rate for December was 13.3 percent. That is greater than the 
11.7 percent unemployment rate for this generation of veterans 
recorded in December 2010 and also greater than the 11.1 
percent reported for November 2011. 

Month-to-month differences in the unemployment rate for 
veterans could result from the fact that veterans make up a 
small part of the overall employment survey, but the trend still 
shows that young veterans are having a much harder time than 
non-veterans and older veterans in finding work. 

For veterans of all generations, the unemployment rate for 
December was 7.7 percent, slightly up from the 7.4 percent 
jobless rate reported for November but down from the 8.3 
percent reported in December 2010. 

There are many programs underway or in planning stages 
to try to help veterans find jobs. Three federal agencies — the 
Defense Department, Labor Department and Veterans Affairs 
Department — are in the process of implementing a 
comprehensive veterans’ employment package that became 
law in 2011. 

New programs are supposed to tackle some of the biggest 
hurdles facing unemployed veterans. These challenges include 
getting employers to recognize the value of military-learned 
skills and responsibilities, teaching vets new skills in 
industries where a military occupational specialty isn’t a good 
match for post-service work, and helping vets learn skills for 
jobs that typically don’t interest a recently separated service 
member. 

The House and Senate veterans’ affairs committees, 
which wrote the employment package called the Vow to Hire 
Heroes Act, are closely watching how new transition 
assistance and job training programs are created to make 
certain there is help in the short term. 

Rep. Jeff Miller, R-Fla., the House Committee on 
Veterans’ Affairs chairman, said his goal is for the 
employment rate for all veterans to be cut to less than 5 
percent within two years. 
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27. Carl Vinson Provides Guidance With Advancement Team 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 07 JAN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Byron C. Linder, USS Carl Vinson Public Affairs 

INDIAN OCEAN -- The Carl Vinson Advancement 
Team (CVAT) commenced group study sessions Jan. 4 to 
assist Sailors assigned to Nimitz-class aircraft carrier USS 
Carl Vinson (CVN 70) and embarked Carrier Air Wing 
(CVW) 17 with their professional military knowledge (PMK) 
in preparation for the March exam. 

The classes, led by Information Systems Technician 1st 
Class (SW/AW) Nina Brewington, Carrier Strike Group 
(CSG) 1's N6 Division assistant leading petty officer, are 
scheduled for 8:30 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. Mondays and Saturdays 

for E-6 candidates, Wednesdays for E-5 candidates and 
Fridays for E-4 candidates. 

Brewington noted the common factor in the advancement 
exam across the rates is PMK, and chose to focus the group's 
attention there. The classes vary in presentation styles, ranging 
from PowerPoint lectures to "Jeopardy!"-style quizzes. 

"I asked myself if there was anything offered for 
advancement. I've gone to different advancement boot camps 
in my career, and I wanted to start a team focused on the 
March exam," she said. 
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Information Systems Technician 2nd Class (SW/AW) 
Jonathan Dowz, an El Paso, Texas native, is CSG 1's N6 
Division assistant information assurance manager. He 
advanced to the rank of petty officer second class off the Sept. 
2010 exam, and credited Brewington's mentorship for his 
achievement. 

"She made advancing a priority in N6. She printed the 
bibliographies, shared her way of how to memorize the 
material, and showed me how to manage my time to study 
everything I needed," Dowz said. "My second time up was a 
great improvement over the first, and I was a lot more 
confident." 

Brewington praised the quick response from the E-6 ranks 
and select outstanding E-5s who provide their time and 
knowledge to their shipmates. 

"I put together the schedule, and within the first day, I had 
people e-mailing me. Everyone has been really proactive and 
very interested. It's awesome to get this support," she said. 

Brewington emphasized how important it is for the 
volunteer instructors to share their experience. "As a leader, 
it's not so much what you can do. It's what you can do for 
others. That's leadership in a nutshell," she said. "It's part of 
giving back. If you don't give back to the people who work 
under you, what are you really doing? You have to show your 
junior Sailors what they should do as leaders." 

Logistics Specialist 1st Class (SW/AW) Nadine Gue, 
Morale, Welfare and Recreation's (MWR) leading petty 
officer, was happy to lend her expertise. "I started a study 
group with some of the first classes, and it didn't really hit like 
it was supposed to. So I took this opportunity and ran with it," 
she said following the conclusion of instructing her topic, 
military conduct and justice. "I think today went really well," 
she said after the first session. "People learned things they 

didn't know. A lot of people won't study unless you help them. 
It's not fair if you make it and you don't help others get to that 
level." 

Following the class, Vinson's 2011 Blue Jacket of the 
Year, Ship's Serviceman 3rd Class (SW) Teca Sneed, 
explained her singular goal - advance to the rank of petty 
officer second class on her first time up for the E-5 exam. "My 
rate is pretty closed, so any information helps. My chain of 
command has set me up with all the tools I need to make 
second, but I still have to make time for this so I can advance 
and do more things they expect of me," she said. "It's good to 
see other people trying to learn as much as I am. The 
instructors are so enthused to be teaching us, and that hour-
and-a-half went by quickly. I'm going to drag some people 
here with me next time." 

Although the classes are tailored for March exam cycle 
candidates, Brewington invited all interested personnel to 
attend. "I'm never going to say 'no' to knowledge. If you want 
to come in and join and you're not eligible for the test, that's 
no problem," she emphasized. 

Brewington encouraged attendees to provide feedback for 
the classes, acknowledging the ultimate success of the 
program will be measurable only after the exams and the PMK 
scores for attendees are available. Suggestions now, she said, 
will assist in the program's evolution. "This is for the Sailor. 
It's overwhelming as a young Sailor to look at the 
bibliographies, see all those topics, and wonder where to start. 
This is a start. Some of the material just makes people want to 
go to sleep, but come test time, you may remember going over 
that dry material," Brewington said. 

Carl Vinson and CVW 17 are conducting underway 
operations in support of a Western Pacific deployment. 
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28. 4th Fleet Deputy Commander Visits 18th Annual Hispanic Games In NYC 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 08 JAN 12) ... U.S. 4th Fleet – U.S. Naval Forces Southern Command Public Affairs 

MANHATTAN, New York -- Rear Adm. Anatilio B. 
Cruz, Deputy Commander, U.S. Naval Forces Southern 
Command and U.S. 4th Fleet (COMUSNAVSO/C4F) 
attended the 18th Annual Hispanic Games at the Armory New 
Balance Track and Field Center in New York City, Jan. 7-8. 

The meet was sponsored by the U.S. Navy, and is 
sanctioned by the National Federation of State High School 
Associations (NFHS), the Public Schools Athletic League 
(PSAL) and the Catholic High School Athletic Association 
(CHSAA). 

"The Hispanic Games are an extraordinary track & field 
competition with more adrenaline-fed energy than one could 
ever hope for in a live sporting event. These young student-
athletes are absolutely amazing. They come from high schools 
from across the region and reflect the very same richness in 
diversity that makes this country great," Cruz said. 

"The Hispanic Games were started to celebrate the rich 
Hispanic heritage in the Harlem and northern Manhattan area, 
and every year it has become bigger and bigger," said Cmdr. 
Dennis Espiritu, Navy City Outreach, Navy Recruiting 

Command. "This weekend's event is the largest event at the 
New Balance Track and Field Center, and has spilled over to 
two days." 

Twenty-three teams from all over the country competed 
during the two-day event. The meet, open to all high school 
age athletes competing with their high school teams, took 
place on a state-of-art six lane, 200 meter, banked track with a 
"Mondo" surface. Mondo surfaces consist of a rubberized 
artificial running surface for the sport of track and field. 

"The athletes exude many of the same qualities and 
attributes we typically see in our service men and 
women...specifically: discipline, courage, dedication, 
commitment to excellence, tenacity, perseverance, and 
sacrifice," Cruz said. "The Navy is fortunate to be here as a 
sponsor and active supporter of The Hispanic Games." 

The Navy Diversity Directorate's mission is to provide 
Navy leadership with the tools and resources to help create 
and sustain a cultural awareness that values diversity and an 
environment where every individual prospers and contributes 
to the mission. 
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29. Fired Cowpens CO To Get ‘Honorable’ Retirement 
(NAVY TIMES 06 JAN 12) ... Sam Fellman 

Capt. Holly Graf, relieved as commanding officer of the 
cruiser Cowpens in January 2010 for cruelty, will retire with 
an honorable characterization of her service this year, 
overturning the recommendation of her board of inquiry, the 
Navy said in a statement released late on Friday. 

The determination was made by Juan Garcia, assistant 
Navy secretary for manpower and reserve affairs, after he took 
into account her 26 years of service. 

“Ultimately, Capt. Graf’s conduct fell short of that 
expected of our commanding officers,” Garcia said in the 
statement. “As a result, her non-judicial punishment, early 
transfer from command and early retirement are warranted. 
However, I have also determined that her conduct did not rise 
to a level sufficient to warrant the characterization of her 

service as less than honorable, especially when weighed 
against the totality of her service to the Navy.” 

The three-member board of inquiry recommended in 
December 2010 that Graf retire with general conduct, the 
category below honorable. 

Graf is expected to retire in March as an O-6, said Navy 
spokeswoman Lt. Cmdr. Alana Garas. 

As commander of the Cowpens and as CO of the 
destroyer Winston S. Churchill before that, Graf verbally 
abused and belittled her subordinates, the Navy’s investigation 
said. She threw items, grabbed and poked crew members, 
refused to speak with some on the ship and reduced junior 
officers to tears, according to both the investigation and sailors 
who worked for Graf. 
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30. SEAL Dies After Accidental Gunshot 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 07 JAN 12) ... Pauline Repard 

PACIFIC BEACH — A Navy SEAL who accidentally 
shot himself in the head early Thursday morning in Pacific 
Beach died Saturday at a hospital, Navy officials said. 

The Navy identified him as Petty Officer 3rd Class Gene 
“Geno” Clayton, Jr., 22, from Ohio. He is survived by his 
parents, Gene and Kimberly Clayton, of Ohio, and three 
sisters. 

Clayton, born in Poland, Ohio, joined the Navy in March 
2010 and was a special warfare operator. He completed pre-
basic SEAL training at Great Lakes, Ill., in August and 
completed his SEAL training in Coronado in December, Navy 
sources said. 

He was assigned to a West Coast-based special warfare 
unit at the beginning of January. 

San Diego police got a 911 call about 2 a.m. Thursday 
from someone at an apartment on Grand Avenue in Pacific 

Beach, saying a man had been playing with a gun and 
accidentally shot himself in the head. 

Police said Clayton had gone to a bar and brought a 
woman back to his apartment, where at least one roommate 
was sleeping. He was showing several guns to the woman, and 
when she asked him to put them away, he told her it was safe. 

He put a pistol to his head, believing it was unloaded, and 
pulled the trigger, firing a round into his head, police said. 
Paramedics took Clayton to Scripps Memorial Hospital, La 
Jolla, where he was placed on life support. 

He was taken off life support and died about 7:45 a.m. 
Saturday, said Navy spokesman Lt. Cmdr. Frank Magallon. 

The Naval Criminal Investigative Service continues to 
investigate, Magallon said. 
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31. The Sailor Who Is Accused Of Making An IED At His Home May Face Federal Charges 
Bond denied for Sailor accused of making an IED at his home 
(NEWPORT NEWS DAILY PRESS 06 JAN 12) ... Amanda Kerr 

JAMES CITY — The Sailor accused of making 
improvised explosive devices at his home in Seasons Trace 
could face federal charges. 

During a bond hearing Friday in Circuit Court, Joseph 
Yengel's attorney, Polly Chong, said she had been informed 
by a James City fire marshal that a federal detainer was being 
sought against Yengel. 

Chong said her client was denied bond in General District 
Court and had appealed that ruling. She said due to the 
pending federal detainer, she was withdrawing that appeal. 

Chong did not elaborate on which federal agency was 
seeking to take custody of Yengel, or if he would then face 
federal charges. 

Yengel, a Navy petty officer 2nd class, is a hospital 
corpsman and worked as part of a branch medical clinic at 
Naval Weapons Station Yorktown. It is unclear if Yengel's 
affiliation with the Navy is related to the federal detainer. 

Phone calls to the James City Fire Marshal's Office and 
Naval Weapons Station Yorktown seeking additional 
information were not returned. 

Yengel was arrested Dec. 31 and charged with 
manufacturing and possession of an explosive device. 

Fire marshals found bomb-making materials and a 
partially complete IED at Yengel's home on Vail Ridge. The 
materials were found after police initially responded to the 
residence for a call about a domestic assault. 
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FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
32. Interview With Rear Adm. James Murdoch 
PEO, Littoral Combat Ships 
(DEFENSE NEWS 09 JAN 12 ) ... Christopher Cavas 

The U.S. Navy's 14 mine countermeasures (MCM) ships 
are challenged by their age, which ranges from to 17 to 24 
years' service, and declining support for their systems. Chief 
among those is the SLQ-48 Mine Neutralization System and 
the SQQ-32 minehunting sonar system, both developed in the 
1980s and scheduled for replacement. 

As Program Executive Officer (PEO) LCS, Rear Adm. 
Murdoch oversees acquisition, development and maintenance 
work on the U.S. Navy's Littoral Combat Ships, their mission 
modules, and a host of littoral warfare efforts, including mine 
warfare. Upon assuming command last summer, Murdoch 
delved deeply into mine warfare, where work is split between 
developing new systems for the LCS and maintaining the 
existing force. With introduction of new mission modules far 
behind schedule, the need to keep the MCMs running is of 
increasing importance. 

To supplant or replace the SLQ-48, the U.S. Fifth Fleet in 
Bahrain last year submitted an urgent request for the European 
Seafox mine disposal system from Atlas Elektronik and Ultra 
Electronics — a contract Murdoch is now negotiating. 

Q. What can you say about recent reports that many 
of the fleet's SLQ-48 systems are inoperative or difficult to 
maintain? 

A. I'm completely familiar with the concerns that you 
outlined. The ships were commissioned starting in 1987, so at 
2017, they reach 30 years of service life and they start to phase 
out of the fleet. There are maintenance challenges with these 
systems, and performance challenges, so we are in fact 
committing a substantial amount of effort 

Let me talk about the neutralizer first. Once you find the 
mine, the SLQ-48 is what you use to go over and kill it 
System reliability is not what I would like. The fleet's very 
unhappy with it. The first trip I made as PEO LCS was not to 
either shipyard, but to Fifth Fleet [in the Arabian Gulf]. And I 
sat down with the staff at Vice Adm. Mark Fox's mine warfare 
symposium to look firsthand at these concerns. 

These ships are nearing the end of their service life. It's 
hard to find a lot of the parts for the ship's hull, mechanical 
and electrical equipment, as well as the sweep gear, the SLQ-
48, the SQQ-32. And frankly, the performance of the SLQ-48 
was not where we wanted it to be. The Fifth Fleet has 
requested that we field, as an urgent operational need, what 
the United Kingdom uses, called the Seafox. I'm involved in 
getting that contract negotiated. I expect to sign it very soon, 
now that I have funding in hand. 

We're going to buy six Seafox systems to upgrade what's 
already on the MH-53E helicopters in theater. One set will go 
to one of the ships in San Diego to train with, and at least a 
couple for the ships in theater to actually replace the SLQ-48. 

Q. What about the sonars? 
A. I will order and deliver in 2012 two new SQQ-32 

sonars. It's deployed underneath the MCM 1-class ship to find 
and identify mine-like objects. 

What we really needed to do was get high-frequency 
wideband sonar get the V4 variant. We've tested one, we're in 
production now at Raytheon. We get two this year, and those 
will go out to forward-deployed ships. Couple that with some 

navigational improvements [and] that will really enhance the 
ship's ability to find the mines. These are tough budget times, 
but we still have a priority of getting that done. 

Q. The Seafox uses a small neutralizer with a shaped 
charge to destroy mines. Are you ordering those? 

A. We want to buy quite a substantial number of 
neutralizers, but the actual number is classified. And in the 
upcoming [fiscal 2013] budget, we're going to address that 
requirement, absolutely. 

Q. Is your goal to eventually fit all 14 MCM ships with 
Seafox? 

A. Our goal is to field against the fleet requirement. And 
it'll either be Seafox or, if I get a better bidder in there, I'll do 
that too. 

Q. With this initial buy, you're going sole-source 
under the urgent needs requirement. Some in the fleet 
have said there should be a competition. 

A. I stand behind the need, and I think it's completely 
appropriate to use the Urgent Operational Needs here, and I 
support that. I understand fleet concerns. I understand their 
impatience with the acquisition community. I also understand 
I'm not at all interested in getting into the long-term, sole-
source relationships. That just doesn't give you the price and 
the performance that the fleet expects. 

Q. So you envision a competition with similar systems? 
A. Could well be. I know there are other offerers out 

there. 
Q. When do you see the first Seafox systems showing 

up on Fifth Fleet ships? 
A. I'm obligated to get them there by the end of this year. 

That's part of the urgent operational needs statement. So part 
of my contract negotiations are, we've got to meet that time 
line. 

Q. New systems often take some time to achieve 
operational status. Will the Seafox need a long 
development period? 

A. Since we have a lot of good data information-sharing 
with the U.K., which currently uses the system, I’m on a fast 
track to get through all the safety certifications that we have to 
have to put these things aboard the ship. That's why we're 
buying one of the systems for a ship in San Diego. They're 
responsible for the training and certification. 

I think the fleet will be pleased with this. It's long 
overdue, and I'm committed to getting this out there. 

Q. Plans call for the mine warfare mission module 
package on the LCS to replace the MCMs and many of 
their systems. Those new systems have been promised for 
some years now, but none have entered service. 

A. I have absolutely no intention of having LCS get close 
enough to the mine so that it will deploy something like 
Seafox from the ship. I do not believe that is the appropriate 
future path to take in mine hunting. It's very important to note 
that when we deploy LCS with a mine warfare mission 
module, we're going to find the mine with a remote sensor. 
We need to be out of the business of putting 80 Sailors on a 
wooden [or plastic] ship in a minefield with a sonar hanging 
under it, steaming through there at two to three knots. Sounds 
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like a pretty high-risk evolution to me — if you run a wooden 
or glass,-reinforced fiber ship over a bottom influence mine 
and you're unlucky enough to set it off, you're not in a good 
place. There are those who disagree with the focus on putting 
unmanned vehicles in the minefield, but with the mine warfare 
mission package, we want to find the mines and kill them, 
[using the new Raytheon ASQ-235 Airborne Mine 
Neutralization System (AMNS)]. We just got into live-fire 
testing with the AMNS, and we've had at least two successful 
live-fire tests on mine objects off Panama City, Fla. 

Q. So you don't envision Seafox as a long-term 
solution? 

A. People tell me that other navies are using Seafox, why 
don't we just use that? We are, for the urgent need that exists 
today. For the future, I have a program in AMNS where the 
helicopter can carry four neutralizers instead of one, as we do 
with the Seafox. So when I've identified a number of mines, I 
can fly a single mission from LCS and neutralize up to four. 

In the live-fire missions we conducted over the last 
month, it took the helo and the operator about 15 minutes to 
get into hover, put the sled in the water, swim the neutralizer 
from it, neutralize the minelike object. So even with the 
mission time available in the MH-60S helicopter today, I'm 
getting increasingly confident that the Airborne Mine 
Neutralization System is going to work very well. And 
frankly, it gives me competition. 

So what do I owe the fleet? In the near term, I owe them 
Seafox. In the long term, I owe them an affordable, effective 
system that may do even better. And if I do my job right, it 
will, with the AMNS. 

Q. For now, is there any progress in fixing and 
improving the MCM ships? 

A. I know some of those improvements and fixes have 
been funded, others were not. I can't speculate on what's in the 
2013 budget, of course. But there is commitment from 
NAVSEA, and they are working to make those ships better. 

I'm encouraged somebody's interested in talking about it. 
Mine warfare doesn't get a lot of attention, and we know 

there's a challenge there. And we're working with limited 
resources to address both ends of that 

Q. Are you making progress in developing the other 
new mine warfare systems? 

A. On the future systems, there's understandable fleet 
disappointment in how long it's taken to get many of these 
systems tested. And frankly, that's one of the reasons why I’m 
here. We have to get in to test, and in most cases we are. 

I've flown 200 hours with the AES-1 Airborne Laser 
Mine Detection System over the last three months, day and 
night missions. I've flown an operational assessment with the 
AQS-20 [mine detecting sonar]. And we're about to go live-
on-live with the Airborne Mine Neutralization System, where 
I don't just blow up a dummy mine, I put a real mine out there 
and make sure the thing works. That'll take place over 
[January]. 

I still have challenges. The Airborne Influence Sweep, the 
Oasis system that's towed behind the MH-60S helicopter, I got 
in to basic testing on that in the last month and I've had some 
challenges there. 

Q. What challenges? 
A. So the helo has to fly out there, deploy it into the 

water, get up to tow speed. We had a problem with the tow 
cable. It has to have a fairing on it so it doesn't kink as you're 
recovering the unit. The air crew has had to work through 
challenges in deploying and recovering. 

I've had reliability problems with the unit itself — but this 
is kind of early testing. I only have a couple of units to test 
now, so that's been a challenge. And I will have to look very 
closely at how I make that program better. But of the spectrum 
of systems I have today, that appears to me to be the hardest 
one. 

The sonar sets, the mine neutralization system, for where 
they are in developmental and operational testing, we're finally 
making good test progress. 

I've got to get these things through an operational test off 
the ship, so that I can start fielding them, can reach initial 
operational capability to my baseline before the MCM class 
starts to retire. 
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33. USS Anchorage Could Be Commissioned In Anchorage 
(KTTU NBC ANCHORAGE (AK) 06 JAN 12) ... Chris Klint 

ANCHORAGE, Alaska— The USS Anchorage, a new 
Navy ship currently undergoing sea trials, is under 
consideration for commissioning in Anchorage, according to a 
letter from Navy Secretary Ray Mabus’s office to Sen. Lisa 
Murkowski. 

The state’s congressional delegation has expressed 
interest in the idea, and Murkowski wrote Mabus in November 
to request that the San Antonio-class amphibious dock ship be 
commissioned at the Port of Anchorage following its trials. 

The brief response from the secretary's office raises one 
objection, noting that “further research is required to ensure 
that the ship’s production schedule can support the execution 
of a commissioning in advance of adverse seasonal weather 

conditions.” It goes on to state that “the Secretary will give 
every consideration to having LPD 23 commissioned in 
Anchorage.” 

“The Port of Anchorage would be an ideal location to 
commission the USS Anchorage,” Murkowski said in a 
statement Friday. “I am encouraged that (the) Secretary of the 
Navy agrees, and is going to give an Alaskan ceremony 
serious consideration.” 

The Anchorage is the second Navy ship to be named after 
the city. It is designed to transport troops for amphibious 
operations, deploying them either by helicopters launched off 
its flight deck or landing craft launched from a well deck that 
opens to the sea. 
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34. Official: F-35B Will Make The Cut 
(NEW BERN (NC) SUN JOURNAL 08 JAN 12) ... Sue Book 

The country's move toward a leaner, meaner, more tech-
savvy military appears to include the Marine Corps version of 
the Joint Strike Fighter. 

“At the present $489 million reduction, the Marine Corps 
still looks like it will be able to do all its mission, keep all the 
equipment, just be smaller,” said Harry Blot, a retired Marine 
aviation lieutenant general and former deputy project director 
for the F-35B. 

“If it stays at that, the Marine Corps will get the F-35B — 
that’s looking good now — then Cherry Point is in good 
shape,” Blot said Friday on his return from Washington talks 
with Marine Corps leaders. Military leaders gathered for 
Thursday’s presentation by President Barack Obama and 
Defense Sec. Leon Panetta on a new strategic military plan. 

“The depot, that’s still to be decided,” Blot said of how 
cost-cutting moves might affect Fleet Readiness Center East. 
“The Air Force depots are operating at about 50 percent, so 
we’re probably well positioned to protect the depot now.” 

Both eight F-35B squadrons destined for Cherry Point and 
FRC East work connected to the high-tech aircraft, and the 
people and jobs they bring with them, hang in the balance. 

“But if sequestration comes in and our political leaders 
don’t stop it, all bets are off,” Blot said about across-the-board 
cuts that could come to all federal agencies if specific cuts 
aren’t identified that reduce spending by $1.2 trillion over the 
next decade. 

“Just in my conversations, it isn’t clear what will happen 
if the Marine Corps has to make the Draconian cuts to reach 
that sequestration level,” he said. “That would cut $600 

million plus the $489 million they have already been asked to 
cut. 

“The trouble is — and this is me talking — I see this 
administration doing the same thing they’ve done in the past: 
Try to buy votes by funding entitlement programs,” Blot said. 
“Most logical people would not let sequestration go through 
but in an election year it could happen.” 

The cuts must be identified by January 2013 under the 
law passed by Congress. 

Blot said: “I didn’t hear much specific about the specific 
Marine Corps cuts. There is no real new information. 
Everything is still being decided inside the Pentagon. The 
Marine Corps will be a little bit smaller and the Marine Corps 
is satisfied with that. They’ll reduce by their fair share. 

“Their biggest concern, without a doubt, is sequestration 
and other than that it’s the gradual increase in the amount of 
cuts — $350 million was the first number, then $400 million, 
then $435 million, now $489 million,” he said. 

“I see the system saying I want more and more out of 
defense as it attempts to take some money out of the budget 
like they did after World War II, Korea, Vietnam,” said Blot. 
“They haven’t learned from history. 

“The politicians don’t have the guts to say we have to 
keep a force in place to stay ready,” he said. “They cut back 
on military at same time we’re in very dangerous territory. 
Then, if they have to ramp up it comes at a much greater cost.” 

It appears a Base Realignment and Closure review is 
coming in 2015 or 2017 and regional civilian lobbying group 
Allies for Cherry Point Tomorrow is beginning to restructure 
to address it. 
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35. Pratt & Whitney Wins Contract For F-35 Engines 
(DEFENSE NEWS 06 JAN 12) ... Dave Majumdar 

Pratt & Whitney has won a $194 million fixed-price 
contract for long lead parts for 37 F-35 engines, the Pentagon 
announced Jan. 6. The engines are for the sixth production lot 
of the Joint Strike Fighter aircraft. 

The U.S. Air Force, which flies the conventional F-35A 
version of the tri-service jet, will receive 18 of the engines. 
The U.S. Navy will receive seven engines for its carrier-based 
variant - the F-35C model - while the U.S. Marine Corps is 
buying six engines for its short take-off vertical landing F-35B 
model planes. 

There are also six foreign engine orders, four for the 
Italians and two for Australia. 

The Navy is paying $37 million for the engines; the Air 
Force is paying $54 million; and the Marines are paying $84.6 
million. The engines for the Marine Corps are more expensive 
because they include the lift-fan propulsion system needed for 
its variant. 

As for the foreign engine orders, the Italians are on the 
hook $11.5 million while the Australians will pay $5.6 
million. 

The work should be completed by this September. The 
contract is being administered by the Naval Air Systems 
Command at Patuxent River, Md. 
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36. Contractors Brace For Coming Defense Cuts 
(GOVERNMENT EXECUTIVE 06 JAN 12) ... Charles S. Clark 

As the Pentagon readies a fiscal 2013 budget expected to 
map out $487 billion in cuts over the next 10 years, many 
contractors already are bracing for a new climate of austerity, 
but they are heartened by the Obama administration's pledge 
to preserve America's industrial base. 

At the Pentagon on Thursday with President Obama, 
Defense Secretary Leon Panetta and Deputy Secretary Ashton 
B. Carter stressed the need for innovation and scientific 

progress. Both touched on the importance of innovation, 
maintaining the industrial base, and fostering science and 
technology. 

"As we reduce the overall defense budget, we will protect 
our investments in special operations forces, new technologies 
like [intelligence, surveillance and reconnaissance] and 
unmanned systems, space and cyberspace capabilities, and our 
capacity to quickly mobilize," Panetta said. 
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Carter said, "this guidance tells us to preserve investment, 
and even in some cases to increase our capabilities in key 
areas that are clearly important to the future -- special forces in 
counterterrorism, countering weapons of mass destruction, 
building partner capacity, cyber, and aspects of our science 
and technology investments -- making sure that we don't 
simply revert to yesterday's pre-9/11 force structure under the 
pressure of budget cuts." 

He offered assurance that the Defense Department does 
not "eat the seed corn" by making cuts that are irreversible. 
"As we make program changes, we want to make sure that 10 
years, 15 years from now, we still have an industrial base that 
supports our key weapon systems even if we're not able to buy 
in those areas at the rates or in the volume that we had planned 
before we were handed this $487 billion cut." 

The Professional Services Council, a contractors trade 
group, issued a statement applauding the administration for 
recognizing that a "strong, flexible and resilient industrial base 
is integral to ensuring future readiness and mission success." 
But the council warned against "arbitrary cuts" to contracts, 
programs and personnel. 

"Clearly, the planned reductions will have an impact on 
both the military and the industry. Those impacts could be 
exacerbated if the department does not pay close attention to 
how it can best capitalize on the capabilities of the private 
sector," said PSC President and Chief Executive Officer Stan 
Soloway. "It is therefore more important than ever that the 
department buy smart and ensure it genuinely incentivizes and 
rewards performance and innovation rather than simply 
buying at the lowest price." 

The Aerospace Industries Association also was 
encouraged by the Pentagon's approach, saying in a statement 
that officials "recognized the importance of a strong industrial 
base" and for planning reductions based on "a new national 
defense strategy ... rather than simply lower numbers across-
the-board." 

Richard Rector, a partner with DLA Piper who runs the 
law firm's contracting practice, told Government Executive he 
expects "contractors' work and the legal work to track the 
decline in spending, and that companies will be less willing to 
accept a loss on a key programs as the pie shrinks and there 
are fewer large programs." 

During the previous defense spending downturn, in the 
mid-1990s, the number of bid protests went down 
commensurately, he said, but companies today are apt to be 
"less sanguine about accepting a loss when profitability and 
margins are thin, and more likely to fight over things that at 

other times they would let slide." That might mean more bid 
protests and more claims against agency contract officers for 
changing the scope of contract work, he added. 

The American Federation of Government Employees 
urged the Pentagon "to take a balanced approach to spending 
reductions that subjects private contractors to the same cost-
cutting scrutiny that has already been placed upon the civilian 
workforce," AFGE President John Gage said in a statement. 

"Tens of thousands of civilian jobs are slated for 
elimination, despite strong evidence that having civilians 
perform these jobs is the most cost-effective strategy," he said. 
"Meanwhile, the department continues to increase spending on 
contractors, even though they are more costly and less 
accountable." 

The nonprofit Project on Government Oversight criticized 
both Defense officials and an advance story about the 
Pentagon review in The New York Times for failing to 
address possible savings through decreased reliance on 
contractors. "Beyond the secretary's failure to provide 
specifics on how he's going to achieve his budget savings, it 
was what he didn't say that left us flabbergasted," POGO 
Executive Director Danielle Brian said in a statement. "Not 
once did he mention the need to take a serious look at the 
more than $200 billion the Pentagon spends each year on 
outside service contractors." 

Brian said her group's research shows the Pentagon 
spends more on service contractors than on its uniformed 
military and civilian employees combined, and that 
contractors, on average, bill the government "nearly twice as 
much as it would have cost federal employees to do the same 
jobs." 

Defense budget analysts Barry Watts and Todd Harrison 
of the Center for Strategic and Budgetary Assessments wrote a 
December 2011 op-ed in Politico underlining the importance 
of contractors in maintaining the industrial base and the need 
for a long-term Pentagon strategy that sets priorities for 
critical capabilities. 

"For-profit companies, defense firms cannot afford to 
maintain a broad range of weapon design and production 
capabilities if there is no funding," they warned. "In 1997, for 
example, the British navy wanted to develop a new class of 
nuclear attack submarine, only to find that the British defense 
industrial base no longer had the necessary design or 
production skills. Fortunately, the Royal Navy could turn to a 
U.S. firm for the lost expertise. But if the Pentagon finds itself 
in a similar situation, to whom would it turn?" 
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37. HP May Face More Competition For Navy’s Network Contract 
(BLOOMBERG GOVERNMENT 08 JAN 12) ... Nick Taborek 

Hewlett-Packard may have to fend off more bidders to 
keep its largest U.S. government contract, a $1.5 billion-a-year 
deal to operate the Navy’s communications network. 

The Navy is widening the competition by reducing a key 
requirement on the Next Generation Enterprise Network, 
known as NGEN. Companies with experience operating a 
network with at least 40,000 computers will be allowed to bid, 
down from the initial minimum of 100,000, Steven A. Davis, a 
Navy spokesman, said in a Dec. 27 e-mail. 

The original threshold of the contract, valued at as much 
as $7.5 billion over five years, might have limited the field to 
no more than four eligible companies, the Navy said in 
October. Those companies may have included large network 
operators such as Lockheed Martin and Northrop Grumman. 
By lowering its demands, the Navy may be able to attract 
more bidders, including smaller government contractors. 

“When you cut the threshold for bidding by 60 percent, it 
potentially changes the whole complexion of the competition,” 
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said Loren Thompson, a defense analyst at the Lexington 
Institute, an Arlington-based research organization. 

While the decision by Navy officials will give the 
government more options, it will “also increase the risk that 
they will pick a company that doesn’t have the requisite 
knowledge,” Thompson said in a Dec. 19 phone interview. 

Low Marks 
The Navy is holding its first competition since 2000 to 

choose one or two contractors to run its intranet, which 
connects about 400,000 computers and other devices used by 
about 750,000 Navy and Marine Corps personnel. 

In 2000, Electronic Data Systems, a Plano, Tex., company 
founded by Ross Perot, became the network integrator for the 
Navy and Marine Corps. HP, the world’s largest maker of 
personal computers, acquired EDS in 2008. 

The Navy and Marine Corps network got low marks from 
users and met just three of 20 performance targets in a 2006 
review by the Government Accountability Office, Congress’s 
investigative arm. 

“Those early years were painful, for both the Navy and 
EDS,” said Ray Bjorklund, chief knowledge officer at Deltek, 
a federal market analysis company based in Herndon. 

The contract has brought EDS and HP $9.5 billion in 
revenue in the past 11 years, according to data compiled by 
Bloomberg. HP received a $3.4 billion award last year to 
supply the services until the transition to NGEN is completed 
in 2014. 

HP, based in Palo Alto, Calif., declined to comment for 
this article, spokesman George Thompson said. As recently as 
October, though, it opposed relaxing the requirement on the 
bidder’s experience with large networks. 

“HP would agree that the bar should be set at the highest 
levels to ensure that whichever vendor is selected for NGEN, 
they have managed a network of similar size and complexity,” 

Bill Toti, HP’s vice president of Navy and Marine Corps 
accounts, said in an Oct. 28 e-mail to Bloomberg News. 

More Competitors 
In addition to HP, two companies have said they plan to 

submit NGEN bids: Computer Sciences Corp., a consultant 
and technology services provider based in Falls Church, and 
Harris Corp. of Melbourne, Fla. 

The Navy’s decision to make the NGEN requirements 
less restrictive is “entirely appropriate,” Cynthia Gagnon, who 
leads Harris’s NGEN effort, wrote in a Dec. 27 e-mail 
statement. 

Harris, a communications equipment and services 
company that is a subcontractor to HP on the Navy contract, 
has experience managing networks of at least 100,000 devices, 
she said. 

CSC was unable to provide an immediate comment, 
spokeswoman Heather Williams said in an e-mail. 

Dell, Vion Corp. and Apptis, a unit of San Francisco-
based URS Corp., are also among companies that may benefit 
from the Navy’s decision, said Robert Guerra, a partner at 
Guerra Kiviat, a federal sales consulting firm based in 
Potomac. He cautioned that the Navy isn’t “going to risk this 
thing” by selecting a company without network experience 
that’s comparable to the leading contractors. 

The Navy postponed releasing its request for proposals 
this month and now plans to begin the competition no earlier 
than the end of January. The delay in the network contract 
allows the Navy to “further solidify the requirements,” the 
Navy’s Davis said in a Dec. 15 e-mail. 

The Navy expects the network contract to reduce its 
current intranet costs of about $1.5 billion a year, most of 
which is spending on contractors. That estimate would bring 
the contract’s maximum value to $7.5 billion for five years, 
lower than the Navy’s October estimate of as much as $10 
billion during five years. 
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38. Getting The Gray Right 
New Paint May End Color Mismatch of Some U.S. Navy Ships 
(DEFENSE NEWS 08 JAN 12) ... Christopher P. Cavas 

"Haze gray and underway" has been a mantra of U.S. 
Navy warships for decades, and the sight of a sleek warship 
sliding across the ocean has stirred many a Sailor's heart. 

But a lot of those greyhounds of the sea start looking a bit 
poorly up close. Various shades of haze gray appear as patches 
of dark gray, light gray, tannish gray. Here and there might be 
patches of green-gray. Sometimes, if a ship has received a lot 
of touch-up work, there might be a dozen or so different grays. 

Worst of all, some parts of a ship might not appear gray at 
all but look downright pink. 

"What you are noticing is indeed true," admitted Mark 
Ingle, the Naval Sea System Command (NAVSEA) technical 
authority for paint. 

"The way the pink happens is a function of time, weather 
and ultraviolet radiation," Ingle said. "There are an infinite 
number of variations on the pink theme, depending on the 
conditions." 

The phenomenon has existed since the mid-1990s, when 
heat-reducing paints, called low solar absorbance (LSA) 
paints, were introduced. The pinking problem arrived with the 

LSAs and, ever since, ships' crews have struggled to keep their 
floating homes looking spiffy. 

But help is on the way. A new type of paint is being 
introduced fleetwide, and before too long, the Navy hopes, its 
ships will regain their luster, Sailors will find it easier to keep 
their ships looking smart and some money can be saved. 

The new paint - "Type 5" in Navy-speak - is called 
polysiloxane. 

"It's basically an epoxy-functionality paint with siloxane 
groups grafted on that make it extraordinarily resistant to 
chalking, weathering degradation," Ingle said. 

In English, please? a reporter asked. 
"It's an extremely hard, wear-resistant coating," Ingle 

explained. 
The new stuff eliminates the pinking problem, he said. 

And if it gets scuffed or banged up, it's designed to be cleaned, 
not repainted. 

The new paint, Ameron PSX-700 from PPG Industries, 
Pittsburgh, was developed as an anti-graffiti coating and, 
rather than painting over rough spots, the Navy hopes that 
eventually most stains will come off with a power-wash. 
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Several ships have tested the new paint, including the 
amphibious ships Ponce, Kearsarge, Boxer and Bonhomme 
Richard, cruiser Antietam, aircraft carrier Nimitz, and even the 
museum battleship Missouri at Pearl Harbor, Hawaii. 

The new paint, Ingle said, "supports the fact that the Navy 
has moved toward less repainting, longer service life, longer 
docking intervals." 

The polysiloxane is "very good for the environment, with 
very low volatile organic compound levels. And they are very 
popular. Ships want to use them all the time. 

"We are in the process of these being the required paint 
for use in the Navy to avoid the pinking problem and save the 
money of having to repaint because of cosmetic color shifting 
of paints," he added. 

But unlike the old silicone alkyd paint that comes in a can 
and is stirred, the Type 5 paint comes in two cylinders that are 
squeezed together to mix polysiloxane and epoxy glue. 

"We have these two cartridges, like a double-barreled 
caulking gun," Ingle said. "The cartridges are fitted together 
and squeeze out into baffles, which mix the paint so that it 
comes out as a properly-mixed product ready to be applied. It 
uses a gun similar to a caulking gun." 

Ships in overhaul availabilities already are getting the 
new paint, he said, and fleet technical manuals are being 
updated to include procedures and policies for using the 
cartridges. 

"Sailors have never had a two-pack topside paint before," 
he noted, but "eventually everyone will have the two-pack 
systems." 

The paint is available from three manufacturers: PXLE-80 
from Sherwin Williams, PSX-700 from PPG and Interfine 979 
from International Paint. 

The new Type 5 paint costs roughly twice as much as 
older paints, Ingle said, "about $70 to $100 a gallon for the 
new paint, versus about $30 to $60 a gallon for the Type 2 or 3 
LSA." 

But since ships will not need to be painted as often, the 
paint should save money. The Office of Naval Research, 
working on the Future Naval Capabilities' Topside Coating 
program, estimates the polysiloxane will save about $153 
million over 30 years. 

The paint already has been in widespread use in the Coast 
Guard. 

"The Coast Guard has been using polysiloxane for years 
and has had tremendous success," Ingle said. "How often do 
you see different shades on a Coast Guard cutter? Running 
rust?" 

To assist Sailors in using the new paint, Corrosion 
Control Assist Teams come pierside and provide the 
equipment to do a paint job. 

Ingle likened it to a lending library. "The crew comes 
down and takes out what they need - five needle guns, two 
grinders, etc," he said. 

A major goal is to minimize the amount of paint carried 
on a ship, said Stephen Melsom, NAVSEA's program manager 
for fleet corrosion control. 

"There are hazards associated" with paint stowage, 
Melsom said. "I'd like to go from them having this paint locker 
and just having touchup kits if you will. So when you need the 
touch-up, they can inject it from the twin-tube system. Get 
away from all that stowage on the ship." 

NAVSEA is working with the Naval Research Laboratory 
to develop a new, low-pressure, electrically driven power 
washer to clean polysiloxane surfaces. 

"We're not talking about washing the entire ship at one 
time but a portion of the ship," Melsom explained. "Take a 
power washer with a brush scrubber, not that different than 
what you'd use at home on a deck, to get the salts off." 

A corrosion control manager is also being designated 
aboard each ship. 

"It's typically a senior enlisted Sailor," Melsom said. 
"They're getting trained, and they'll be taught on polysiloxane 
and other things they need to do to make corrosion control a 
way of life." 

The new paint is proving extremely popular, Melsom 
reported. 

"Ships are asking where they can get it. They understand 
there is a difference," he said. "And when you see the 
difference between the new paint and the old paint, it's pretty 
evident." 
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39. U.S. Marines Testing Drone Cargo Helicopter For Hazardous Missions In Afghanistan 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 07 JAN 12) ... Slobodan Lekic 

KABUL, Afghanistan — The U.S. military is testing a 
revolutionary new drone for its arsenal, a pilotless helicopter 
intended to fly cargo missions to remote outposts where 
frequent roadside bombs threaten access by road convoys. 

Surveillance drones for monitoring enemy activity and 
armed versions for launching airstrikes have become a 
trademark of America’s wars in Afghanistan, Iraq and 
elsewhere in the Middle East. But this is the first time a 
chopper version designed for transport has ben used 
operationally. 

Two unmanned models of the Kaman K-MAX helicopters 
and a team of 16 company technicians and 8 Marines are 
conducting a 6-month evaluation program for the new craft at 
Camp Dwyer, a Marine Corps airfield in the Garmsir district 
of southern Helmand Province. 

The craft have flown 20 transport missions since the 
inaugural flight on Dec. 17, said Maj. Kyle O’Connor, the 
officer in charge of the detachment. They have delivered 
nearly 18 tons of cargo, mainly thousands of Meals Ready to 
Eat and spare parts needed at the forward operating bases. 

“Afghanistan is a highly mined country and the possibility 
of improvised explosive devices is always a problem moving 
cargo overland in a convoy,” O’Connor said. 

“Every load that we can take off of a ground convoy 
reduces the danger and risk that our Marines, soldiers, and 
Sailors are faced with,” he said. “With an unmanned 
helicopter, even the aircrew is taken out of harm’s way.” 

The Marines from Unmanned Aerial Vehicle Squadron 1 
lead the missions and deliver the cargo into combat drop 
zones, while contractors operate and maintain the two aircraft. 
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The craft’s onboard computer uploads the mission plans, 
enabling them to fly on autopilot. But an operator at base 
control monitors progress and can step in and override the 
autopilot for manual operation if any problems occur, or if the 
drone must be redirected in mid-flight. 

The K-MAX is the latest in a series of Kaman 
synchronized twin-rotor helicopters dating from the 1950s. 
The unusual arrangement, with two side-by-side pylons on the 
helicopter’s roof supporting counter-rotating blades, results in 
exceptional stability while hovering and allows pinpoint cargo 
delivery. 

During the Vietnam War, a previous Kaman model, the 
two-pilot HH-43 Huskie, flew more rescue missions than all 
other aircraft combined because of this unique hovering 
capability. 

The manned version of the K-MAX helicopter first 
appeared in the 1990s, and the pilotless prototype was 
unveiled in 2008. It can carry a maximum payload of 6,855 
pounds (3,100 kilograms) and costs about $1,100 an hour to 
operate, several times less than any manned helicopter. 

After a six-month test period, the military will determine 
whether to put the craft into regular operational use. 

Throughout the 10-year war, NATO troops have wrestled 
with serious logistics problems in the high-threat areas of 
southern and eastern Afghanistan. Resupplying the isolated 
forward operating bases has meant facing the dangers of 
frequent ambushes and roadside bombs. 

This has meant that specialized escort units, known as 
route clearance packages, must escort all supply convoys. 

“This is very time-consuming because you have to clear 
the routes for every single mission,” said Theo Farrell, 
Professor of War at King’s College London. “Also, there is a 
shortage of route clearance packages due to the high demand 
for them.” 

But the use of large manned helicopters to deliver 
supplies has also proved problematic as they present easy 
targets for Taliban machine-gunners while hovering over the 
delivery point, he said. 

“The use of drone choppers could resolve both problems,” 
Farrell said. “It reduces the need for armed escorts and 
presents a much smaller target to the enemy.” 
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40. Plan For New Navy Wharf At Bangor Fires Up Nuke Debate 
Is the nuclear-sub fleet a "Cold War relic" or a modern deterrent? The Pentagon nears a decision on 
building a $715 million munitions wharf on Hood Canal. 
(SEATTLE TIMES 08 JAN 12) ... Kyung M. Song 

WASHINGTON —The Cold War ended in 1991. But you 
might not know it to look at Naval Base Kitsap Bangor. 

The base's eight nuclear submarines typically sail on 
patrol three times a year for up to 100 days at a stretch, much 
as they did before the Soviet Union disintegrated. 

Three of those submarines might be on alert at any given 
time, and the entire fleet carries enough nuclear warheads on 
its Trident missiles to obliterate every major city in Russia and 
China. 

Now the Navy wants a $715 million second munitions 
wharf to accommodate upgrade work on the missiles. The 
Pentagon is scheduled to issue its final environmental-impact 
statement early this year, one of the last major hurdles before 
the four-year construction can begin in July. 

The Navy says expanding wharf capacity to load and 
unload weapons at Bangor is critical to defense readiness. But 
critics are trying to block it, calling it a costly, unneeded 
project for a bygone era. 

The United States and Russia last year began a new round 
of whittling down their nuclear arsenals. Last week, the 
Obama administration released a much-awaited strategic shift 
in defense priorities, calling for, among other things, both 
fewer nuclear weapons as well as less reliance on them for 
national security. 

And diminished federal budgets have even top Pentagon 
officials mulling the possibility that the U.S. eventually may 
drop one leg of its sea-land-air nuclear stance. 

For Tom Rogers, of Poulsbo, those are more than enough 
reasons to scrap plans for the second weapons-handling wharf. 

Rogers, a retired Navy captain turned anti-nuclear 
activist, was one of five dozen people who showed up at a 
public hearing in April at North Kitsap High School. The 
meeting was to discuss environmental consequences of 
building the 152,000-square-foot wharf on Hood Canal. But 

most of the attendees who spoke instead questioned why one 
needed to be built at all. 

"Why are we doing this? We're spending a whole lot of 
taxpayer money on a Cold War relic," Rogers said in an 
interview. "All we are doing is making defense contractors 
rich." 

Rogers, 65, served three decades on attack submarines at 
Naval Base San Diego. He believes the massive American 
nuclear stockpile makes little difference to such unstable 
nuclear states as North Korea or possible would-be player 
Iran. And it encourages potential enemies such as Russia or 
China to keep up their own inventory. 

"We're not deterring anyone with those weapons right 
now," Rogers said. "This is ridiculous spending." 

Navy: Wharf "Critical" 
The Navy, however, argues the existing 1970s-era 

munitions wharf is simply inadequate. Over many years, the 
military will be upgrading the Trident II D5 missiles to extend 
their service through 2042. 

The Navy estimates it would need 400 days of wharf 
access a year to remove and reinstall electronics components 
and perform other work. That's twice the number of days the 
existing wharf is currently available due to maintenance work 
and pile replacements. 

Six other Trident submarines are based in the Atlantic in 
Kings Bay, Ga. Of the total fleet of 14 submarines, 12 are 
operational at a time. 

In March, Adm. Gary Roughead, chief of naval 
operations, testified in Congress that a second munitions wharf 
in the Pacific is "critical to nuclear weapons surety and our 
national security." 

Roughead said the Navy has budgeted $715 million for 
the wharf. The fiscal 2012 military construction spending bill 
includes $78 million as the first installment. 
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Rep. Norm Dicks, D-Bremerton, the top Democrat on the 
House Appropriations Committee, said the Navy made "a very 
strong case" to justify the project. 

Dicks said that compared with their predecessor Trident I 
C4 missiles, the newer missiles are more complex and 
handling them takes longer. 

"I looked at this [wharf] very carefully. And I'm aware 
about the concerns about the necessity," he said. "I think this 
is a worthy project." 

Dicks added the project will create sorely needed jobs. 
Kitsap County officials, who generally favor the project, also 
cited the new paychecks from the construction and related 
mitigation work. 

According to the Navy's estimates, the wharf is expected 
to create 4,370 direct jobs and 1,970 indirect jobs. The Navy 
plans to use workers hired through local union halls. 

Dicks contends the second wharf is warranted even 
though the number of submarines at Bangor likely will shrink 
in the future. The Navy is looking to replace the current fleet 
starting in 2029 with a new class of submarines. The Navy 
wants a dozen, at an estimated total cost of $100 billion. Some 
defense experts expect only 10 may get built, split between 
Pacific and Atlantic homeports. 

Still, Dicks believes submarine-launched ballistic missiles 
have the "most secure" role in the nation's nuclear armament. 
He said it would make sense for the Pentagon to cut nuclear 
spending by reducing the number of land-based 
intercontinental ballistic missiles first. 

Future Unclear For Subs 
Michael Krepon, a security expert who blogs at 

armscontrolwonk.com, questioned how the second wharf 
would fit into a downsized nuclear — and fiscal — world. 

"In times of great budgetary stringency, this 
appropriations ought to raise eyebrows," said Krepon, who 
was an aide to both Dicks and to his predecessor in the 6th 
Congressional District, Rep. Floyd Hicks. 

The Navy has talked about the need for a second and even 
a third wharf at Bangor for more than 30 years. 

Hans Kristensen, a nuclear expert at the Federation of 
American Scientists, said the Trident missiles are the "crown 
jewels" of the U.S. nuclear arsenal. Yet Kristensen said it's 
possible that in 15 years, Bangor may have only five or six 
submarines. 

"The real driver is, 'How many subs are going to be 
operating at the base in the future?' " Kristensen said. "This 
has to be taken into consideration." 

According to inspection numbers under the New START 
Treaty with Russia, the United States as of Sept. 1 had 1,790 
nuclear warheads deployed. The Russian Federation had 
1,566. The treaty limits deployed warheads to 1,550 by 2018. 

Each Trident submarine typically carries 20 missiles, each 
with four or five warheads. The new-generation subs would 
have 16 missile launchers. 

But the size and purpose of future American nuclear 
forces is very much under debate. Kristensen believes the 
results of the strategic review announced by President Obama, 
who has pledged to end "Cold War thinking," could 
fundamentally reshape the role of nuclear weapons in the 
nation's defense. 

Meanwhile, the federal budget deficit has given new 
impetus to re-examine the nation's nuclear spending. The 
Pentagon is facing a possible budget cut of $1 trillion over the 
next decade, or roughly 15 percent. 

In October, 65 House Democrats, including Rep. Jim 
McDermott, of Seattle, sent a letter to the now-defunct 
congressional "supercommittee" on deficit reduction calling 
for cuts to an "outdated radioactive relic." 

"Cut Minuteman missiles. Do not cut Medicare and 
Medicaid," they wrote. "Cut nuclear-armed B-52 and B-2 
bombers. Do not cut Social Security." 

Rogers, the retired submarine officer, contends that fears 
of a dangerous world and ignorance keep many citizens from 
asking hard questions about the Trident submarines. But if 
they did, Rogers said, there would be no second wharf. 

"The American people could certainly stop it," he said. 
"Because it's stupid." 
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41. Japanese Shipyard Worker Dies In Accident At Yokosuka Drydock 
(STARS AND STRIPES 09 JAN 12) 

YOKOSUKA NAVAL BASE, Japan — A Japanese 
shipyard worker died Monday afternoon following an accident 
involving an anchor at Yokosuka Naval Base, U.S. Navy 
officials said. 

The contracted worker was pronounced dead about 3 
p.m., said Cmdr. K.C. Marshall, spokesman for Commander 
Naval Forces Japan. 

The incident occurred at one of the drydocks belonging to 
the base’s shipyard repair facility, Marshall said. 

The victim’s name and additional details regarding the 
accident were not immediately available as of 5 p.m. on 
Monday. 
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BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
42. Pentagon Cuts Already Felt In Isles 
(HONOLULU STAR-ADVERTISER 06 JAN 12) ... William Cole 

The confluence of China's military rise, a shift in global 
trade to the region, a budget crunch and the end of the Iraq 
war underscore the importance of a U.S. military presence in 
Asia and the Pacific--but have not made the future any clearer 
for Hawaii-based military commands and the state's sizable 
defense industry. 

That was the message delivered Thursday by the Chamber 
of Commerce of Hawaii, business leaders and military 
commanders at the 11th annual Hawaii Military Partnership 
Conference at the Hilton Hawaiian Village. 
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The chamber each year hosts Hawaii’s top military 
commanders, who provide an update on the largest driver of 
the state’s economy after tourism. 

“It will be an interesting time with some of the changes in 
(the wars) in Southwest Asia and the withdrawal of troops as 
to how that plays out in Hawaii and other places,” David 
Carey, chairman of the chamber’s military affairs council, told 
more than 500 attendees. 

Carey added that the “budget situation in Washington is 
clearly going to have an effect — I don’t think anybody really 
knows what it’s going to be. However, we (remain) hopeful 
that with the nation’s new focus on the Asia-pacific region, 
that it will minimize the impacts on Hawaii and our businesses 
here and our forward-deployed military.” 

In announcing a strategic and budgetary reorganization of 
the U.S. military Thursday, President Barack Obama said, 
“We will be strengthening our presence in the Asia-pacific 
(region), and budget reductions will not come at the expense 
of that critical region.” 

But cuts are already being felt in Hawaii. 
The Navy decided to take away some of the work at Pearl 

Harbor Naval Shipyard associated with a 10-year, billion-
dollar cruiser modification program and shift it to the West 
Coast, Carey said. 

“The program was originally targeted for Hawaii,” Carey 
said. Rising fuel costs and federal budget pressures “may have 

resulted in the Navy choosing to move some of its work to a 
location where costs are lower,” he said. 

Patrick Sullivan, founder of Honolulu-based Oceanit 
Laboratories Inc., which does business with the military, said 
the defense cuts are “a big worry.” 

“Starting at Pacific Command, they are going to make 
adjustments in their budget, and that is going to reverberate 
through the entire (defense) community. They (the military) 
are going to be saving money on every single thing that they 
can,” Sullivan said. 

The high costs of a planned move of 8,000 Marines from 
Okinawa to Guam are bogged down and being re-examined by 
Congress. A lot of Hawaii companies invested heavily in the 
Guam move, Sullivan said. 

“So a lot of those companies that mobilized to do that 
suffered,” he said. 

A shift in world trade away from Europe to Asia and the 
Pacific, coupled with what the U.S. military calls alarmingly 
“assertive” actions by China in the South China Sea, are 
fueling America’s renewed military drive in the region. 

More than half of the world’s gross domestic product is 
produced in the Asia-pacific region. 

“We cannot afford to have excessive instability in the 
South China Sea area, and right now there are some excessive 
territorial claims that China is making in that area which are 
concerning to us,” said Air Force Lt. Gen. Daniel Darnell, 
deputy commander of U.S. Pacific Command at Camp Smith. 
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43. A Shrinking Military Budget May Take Neighbors With It 
(NEW YORK TIMES 07 JAN 12) ... Binyamin Appelbaum 

WASHINGTON — Military spending has transformed 
the faded farmlands of northern Virginia into a land of glass-
block office parks, oversize homes and sleek cars. Average 
household incomes there are among the highest in the United 
States. 

The wellspring of this prosperity is not just the Defense 
Department’s vast payroll, nor just the fat profit margins of its 
contractors. It is also the Pentagon’s unmatched record in 
developing technologies with broad public benefits — like the 
Internet, jet engines and satellite navigation — and then 
encouraging private companies to reap the rewards. 

And as the Pentagon confronts the prospect of cutting its 
budget by about 10 percent over the next decade, even some 
people who do not count themselves among its traditional 
allies warn that the potential impact on scientific innovation is 
being overlooked. Spending less on military research, they 
say, could reduce the economy’s long-term growth. 

“If catalyzing innovation is going to be an important part 
of our economic strategy, then we better be careful how we 
handle” the military budget, said Daniel Sarewitz, director of 
the Consortium for Science, Policy and Outcomes at Arizona 
State University. “I’d like to see a lot less weapons and a lot 
less focus on them, but it’s not all about that.” 

In the political debate over Pentagon cuts, the potential 
effect on innovation has been largely ignored. Pentagon 
officials and their allies have instead warned that a sharply 
smaller military budget would expose the nation to harm, and 
that such cuts would result in a large and immediate rise in 
unemployment. 

Independent economists and analysts say that concern 
about the short-term economic impact is largely misplaced. 
While reducing the Pentagon’s budget would cause 
considerable economic pain — some workers would lose their 
jobs; some contractors would lose their most important 
customer — research suggests it would be less painful than 
cutting other kinds of government spending, like education or 
transportation. 

A significant portion of the military budget, including the 
wages of armed forces personnel, is spent abroad. And 
military spending in this country, like building a new runway 
at a domestic Air Force base, tends to bring fewer spillover 
benefits than many other forms of government spending, like a 
new runway at a commercial airport. 

“As a source of job creation, military spending is not 
particularly good,” said Robert Pollin, an economist at the 
University of Massachusetts, Amherst. “You can argue for the 
benefits in geopolitical terms, but if we’re talking about jobs 
and the economy, it doesn’t make sense.” 

The one exception may be Pentagon spending on research 
and development. 

The Pentagon spends about 12 percent of its budget in 
that area, about $81.4 billion during the most recent fiscal 
year. That is roughly 55 percent of all federal spending on 
research and development. 

Administration officials, members of Congress and 
Pentagon planners could choose to spare the research budget 
when making cuts. Historically, however, significant 
reductions to the Pentagon’s budget have led to reductions in 
research spending, too. Through both flush and lean times for 
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the Pentagon, research spending has accounted for a roughly 
similar share — between 9 and 13 percent — of the overall 
budget. 

It is a pot of money with a remarkable record of success. 
The Navy, which started budgeting for research in 1946, 
counts 59 eventual Nobel laureates among the recipients of its 
financing, including Charles H. Townes, whose pioneering 
work in the development of lasers laid the groundwork for 
compact discs and laser eye surgery. The other armed forces 
claim similar numbers of laureates, albeit with considerable 
overlap. 

The results of this research played a key role in the 
blossoming of high technology as a driver of the nation’s 
economic growth. In northern Virginia, many of the largest 
companies continued to work for the Pentagon while also 
pursuing private contracts. 

Companies with names like the Science Applications 
International Corporation, Computer Sciences Corporation 
and CACI International built large campuses employing 
thousands of workers, mostly around the growing Tysons 
Corner crossroads. Other local technology companies with 
roots in military research focused on the broader market and 
became household names, including famous flameouts like 
AOL and MCI. 

Other clusters of technology companies grew up around 
universities that have been large recipients of military research 
money, creating Silicon Valley in California, the Route 128 
corridor around Boston and the Research Triangle in North 
Carolina, where the Army opened its Research Office in 1958. 

Professor Sarewitz, who studies the government’s role in 
promoting innovation, said that the Defense Department had 
been more successful than other federal agencies because it is 
the main user of the innovations that it finances. The 
Department of Energy and the National Institutes of Health, 
which also finance large volumes of research, are not major 
consumers of energy or healthcare. The Pentagon, which 
spends billions each year on weapons, equipment and 
technology, has an unusually direct stake in the outcome of its 
research and development projects. “The central thing that 
distinguishes them from other agencies is that they are the 
customer,” Professor Sarewitz said. “You can’t pull the wool 
over their eyes.” 

Another factor is the Pentagon’s relative insulation from 
politics, which has allowed it to sustain a long-term research 
agenda in controversial areas. No matter which party is in 
power, the Pentagon has continued to invest in clean-energy 
technology, for example, in an effort to find ways to reduce 
one of its largest budget items, energy costs. 

The looming Defense Department cuts come from two 
sources. The Obama administration, as part of its deficit-
reduction plan, has committed to cut military spending by 
$450 billion over the next decade. And the failure of Congress 
to agree on a plan for deficit reduction by a November 
deadline triggered a law requiring another $500 billion in 
Pentagon cuts over the next decade, starting in 2013. The 
combined effect would cut the Pentagon’s planned 2013 
budget by 17 percent.President Obama outlined his vision 
Thursday for the first round of cuts, saying that military needs 
to become leaner and more technologically sophisticated. And 
military leaders say that they have embraced the necessity of a 
smaller budget. But they continue to warn that the second 

round of cuts would go too far. The defense secretary, Leon E. 
Panetta, in increasingly strident public remarks, has warned 
that the cuts would leave behind a “hollow military.” And he 
and others have warned of grave consequences for the 
economy. 

Military spending does not compare well economically 
with many other forms of government spending, some experts 
say. Professor Pollin calculated in a recent analysis that $1 
billion in spending on health care produced an economic 
benefit about 14 percent larger than spending on defense. The 
impact of spending on transportation, education and energy 
were even larger. 

A recent study of federal spending since World War II by 
Alan Auerbach and Yuriy Gorodnichenko, both economists at 
the University of California, Berkeley, found that the 
economic benefits from nonmilitary spending were at least 50 
percent larger than those from defense spending during 
periods of normal growth. 

Some economists, however, argue that such studies fail to 
account for the economic value of security and stability. The 
crucial benefit is not what defense spending provides but what 
it prevents, Joshua Aizenman, a professor of economics at the 
University of California, Santa Cruz, and Reuven Glick, a 
researcher at the Federal Reserve Bank of San Francisco, 
wrote in a 2006 paper. 

Other analysts see reasons that Defense Department cuts 
might cause disproportionate pain. Military contractors may 
struggle to find new customers for highly specialized products 
and services. And rank-and-file military personnel may 
struggle to find jobs. The unemployment rate for recent 
veterans was 13.1 percent in December, while the overall rate 
dropped to 8.5 percent, according to the Bureau of Labor 
Statistics. 

On the flip side, some scientists say the military’s record 
of research success is unlikely to continue. 

The government is no longer the dominant source of 
spending on research and development. The Bureau of 
Economic Analysis estimates that private spending on 
research and development began to exceed government 
spending in 1990; other studies put the crossing point a few 
years earlier. By 2007, the private sector was spending about 
$2 on research for every federal dollar. 

In response, the military has increasingly focused on 
cherry-picking promising ideas. A 2009 report by an advisory 
panel of independent scientists concluded that the shift was 
reducing the chances for the transformative discoveries that 
once emerged with remarkable regularity. 

“In the present program, evolutionary advances are the 
norm, and revolutions are less likely to be fostered than they 
should be,” the report said. The Pentagon “is getting what it 
asks for in tightly managed and focused research programs, 
but is reducing the potential for true breakthroughs.” 

Others are more optimistic. John Alic, a consultant who 
was a longtime staff member in the Office of Technology 
Assessment, a defunct arm of Congress that evaluated 
technological issues, said that he had come to believe that the 
Pentagon had an inherent advantage in funding research and 
development. 

“War matters more,” he said. “People take it more 
seriously.” 
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44. Industry Objects To Green-Gov Standards 
(FEDERAL TIMES 07 JAN 12) ... Andy Medici 

The Obama administration's effort to make government 
buildings more eco-friendly is drawing fire from Congress. 

The recently passed 2012 Defense Authorization Act bars 
the Defense Department from certifying new buildings as 
meeting LEED Gold or Platinum status. Leadership in Energy 
and Environmental Design (LEED) Gold and Platinum are the 
two highest ratings given by the U.S. Green Building Council 
to recognize environmentally sustainable construction. The 
Defense Department and other agencies typically strive to 
attain LEED status for all new facilities as part of the 
administration's green government initiative. 

The 2012 Defense Authorization Act — which President 
Obama signed into law Dec. 31 — also requires DoD to 
submit a report to Congress analyzing the cost-effectiveness of 
LEED certifications. 

At issue: wood. Sen. Roger Wicker, R-Miss., argues the 
Defense Department's allegiance to LEED standards 
discourages the use of domestic lumber. 

"After completing this study, the Department of Defense 
should use credible standards that more accurately assess U.S. 
wood products," Wicker said in an email. 

Critics of LEED say it favors the use of steel and concrete 
over sustainable wood in construction and renovation projects. 
LEED ratings award up to 100 points for locally sourced 
materials, energy use, indoor air quality and other categories. 
Use of sustainable wood earns only two points — and only for 
furniture. Any wood used must also be certified by the Forest 
Stewardship Council, which certifies wood from more than 50 
countries. 

In 2010, 79 lawmakers sent a letter to the Green Building 
Council objecting to what they said was the exclusion of 
domestic sources of wood from the LEED rating system. 

There are other eco-friendly construction standards 
besides LEED. One is called Green Globes — created by the 
Green Buildings Initiative (GBI) in 2005 — that appears more 
favorable to the use of wood products. 

But many agencies have already locked themselves into 
using the LEED rating system, said Erin Schaffer, vice 
president for federal outreach at GBI. 

Bryan Howard, legislative director for the Green Building 
Council, said the LEED funding prohibition in the Defense 
Authorization Act is "irrational and misguided at best" 
because it puts up needless obstacles to pursuing energy-
efficient buildings. 

The federal government has 641 LEED-certified buildings 
and 3,954 in the certification process, according to the Green 
Building Council. Government buildings make up 27 percent 
of all LEED projects. 

That's compared to about 200 federal buildings that have 
been rated using Green Globes. 

Despite the funding prohibition, the Navy is moving 
ahead with its plan to certify all of its buildings as LEED Gold 
by the end of fiscal 2013. The Navy said it can do that because 
the law does not prevent it from certifying buildings as 

meeting basic LEED standards, and there would be no 
additional cost to certify them at the Gold or Platinum level. 
The Navy also argues it gets a positive return on its investment 
in energy-efficient buildings. "These buildings are no more 
expensive to the government and are far more efficient," 
according to a Navy statement. 

The Green Building Council's Howard said he expects 
there to be further challenges to the LEED rating system as 
outside groups try to influence the process. 

Marco Giamberardino, senior director of the federal and 
heavy construction division of the Associated General 
Contractors of America, agreed. As the popularity of green 
construction continues to grow, outside groups will lobby 
Congress for more favorable treatment under various rating 
systems, he said. 

"Part of this is preserving one's industry. And those folks 
are going to exercise their right to try to do what you can," 
Giamberardino said. 

Nadine Block, senior director of government outreach at 
the Sustainable Forestry Initiative, a non-profit voluntary 
certification program primarily focused on domestic wood 
producers, which also has a voluntary sustainability rating 
system for wood, said agencies should rely on more than 
LEED. 

"Having agencies take a critical look at their green 
building rating systems is a positive thing," Block said. She 
said SFI will continue to lobby Congress for a more inclusive 
approach to green ratings. 

Corey Brinkema, president of the Forest Stewardship 
Council in the United States, a non-profit certification 
organization promoting sustainable wood across 50 countries, 
said the new law won't harm the LEED rating system because 
it has achieved wide adoption in the public and private sectors. 

He said organizations will try to influence how products 
such as wood are certified as "sustainable." 

"What we are finding is that some in the conventional 
wood industry feel threatened by that and are leaning on their 
political friends to try to fix the problem," Brinkema said. 

This isn't the first time Congress has taken a swipe at 
environmental standards. House lawmakers voted in July to 
block the phase-out of the traditional incandescent light bulb 
under the 2007 Energy Independence and Security Act, which 
set new standards for energy-efficient light bulbs. The Senate, 
however, failed to follow suit. 

Federal agencies are working to meet a 2009 executive 
order to make 15 percent of their buildings "green" by the end 
of fiscal 2015. To be considered green, a newly constructed 
building must use 30 percent less energy than a typical 
building of the same size. Renovated buildings must use 20 
percent less energy. 

Also, they must meet specific standards for water 
efficiency, recycling, indoor air quality and low-emission 
paints and sealants, among other things. 
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45. USAF Commander Dismisses Idea Of Integrating Futenma, Kadena Bases 
(KYODO NEWS 09 JAN 12) 

NAHA -- The top U.S. Air Force officer in the Pacific 
region on Sunday dismissed the idea of integrating the U.S. 
Marine Corps' Futenma Air Station with the U.S. Kadena Air 
Base, both in Okinawa Prefecture, in implementing an U.S. 
military realignment there. 

"I'm very comfortable with the lay down that we have at 
Kadena right now." Gary North, Commander of U.S. Pacific 
Air Forces, U.S. Air Force General, said in an interview with 
Kyodo News at Kadena base. 

In the face of the stalemate over the relocation of Marine 
Corps Air Station Futenma from densely populated Ginowan 
to a coastal area of Nago in Okinawa, amid local opposition, 
some U.S. lawmakers have floated the idea of integrating the 
base's functions with the Kadena base as a possible alternative 
plan. 

Last year Carl Levin, the chairman of the U.S. Senate 
Armed Services Committee, and other key members of that 
panel called on Washington to relocate some air force assets at 
Kadena base to other bases and move Marine Corps aviation 
assets currently at Futenma to Kadena, rather than build an 
expensive replacement facility at Camp Schwab in Nago. 

But Tokyo and Washington have said they intend to stick 
to the relocation plan they agreed in 2006. 

North's remark indicates the U.S. Air Force's reluctance to 
reduce its assets in Kadena. 

"I think when those proposals (Kadena integration plan) 
came up, our two governments analyzed and reviewed 
everyone's proposals," but the 2006 proposals remains as a 
"very solid proposal," North said. 

"Our governments are continuing to work through (the 
2006 proposal) so I think we should let our governments 
continue to do the work that they have agreed upon," he 
added. 

Regarding whether the newest U.S. F-22A Raptor 
fighters, which have been deployed on a temporary basis at 
Kadena base on five occasions since 2007, would be deployed 
again this year at the base, North said, "Routine deployments 
of those squadrons either into Japan or Guam or Hawaii is on 
our schedule." 

"We will continue to deploy that airplane and others 
throughout the region to meet our training requirements and 
operation requirements." 

In the changing security situation in East Asia in the wake 
of the death of North Korean leader Kim Jong Il and the 
military modernization in China, North said the Kadena base 
remains a "very, very important installation for the day-to-day 
operations in the Pacific and contingency operations as well." 
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46. New Code-Cracking Facility Dedicated At Pearl 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 08 JAN 12) 

HONOLULU — Military personnel who specialize in 
deciphering foreign intelligence have a new home at Pearl 
Harbor. 

Federal officials held a dedication ceremony Friday for a 
building for service members who work in breaking codes of 
foreign adversaries. 

Army Gen. Keith Alexander, director of the National 
Security Agency, told the Honolulu Star-Advertiser military 

cryptography work has continued today to help the U.S. in 
countries such as Afghanistan and Iraq. 

The facility will be named for Joseph J. Rochefort, a 
Navy captain who led a team that deciphered Japanese 
military messages during World War II. 

Sen. Daniel Akaka, Rep. Mazie Hirono and Rep. Colleen 
Hanabusa were among the dignitaries present. 

Officials say it will help extend the work that was done in 
the original center at Schofield Barracks. 
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47. Somerset Wind Turbines Find Backing 
(SOMERSET COUNTY (MD) NEWS 07 JAN 12) ... Deborah Gates 

PRINCESS ANNE -- Somerset County farmers hoping 
wind turbines sprout across fields alongside crops are closer to 
a gusty harvest. Key support came this week from the county's 
Planning Commission that recommended proposed provisions 
to allow onshore industrial wind turbines by special exception. 

"Our goal is to help farmers diversify and keep farming," 
said Adam Cohen, a principal at Pioneer Green Energy that 
wants to build turbines in the county. "They can farm on land 
that has turbines." 

Planning Commission members were prepared to hear the 
pros and cons of provisions drafted to make way for wind 
energy conversion systems at various county locations. All 
comments at a public hearing Thursday supported proposed 
provisions that now must be approved by Somerset County 
Commissioners and state regulatory agencies. 

"It's not over, but we've come a long way since we had 
the first meeting," said Gary Pusey, planning director for 
Somerset County. "It took a while, a good year, to get here." 

Industrial Wind Energy Conversion Systems would 
convert wind into electricity with turbines as high as 500 feet 
in some places, generating renewable energy for the PJM 
power grid that powers the Delmarva Peninsula. By 
comparison, the wind turbine on eastbound Route 50 at 
Chesapeake Community College near Easton is 250 feet tall. 

A major goal for Somerset County is to contribute toward 
Maryland's Renewable Portfolio Standard that requires 20 
percent of the state's electricity to be generated from 
renewable energy sources by 2022. 

Andrew Gohn, a manager at the Maryland Energy 
Administration, said the county's proposed ordinance applies 
exclusively to onshore wind, unlike a proposed offshore 
project in Delaware that went belly up last month when the 
parent company could not find a buyer for the venture, 
Bluewater Wind. 
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"Offshore is a different technology and so is the financing 
associated with it," Gohn said. "This is land-based technology 
and it shouldn't be impacted." 

The sparse audience Thursday was that of mostly Navy 
and state environmental officials and developers that hope to 
install turbines. Christopher Jarboe of the NAVAIR Ranges 
Sustainability Office at the Patuxent River Naval Air Station 
said he was satisfied with what he called a compromise 
measure that encourages applicants to notify Patuxent when 
planning to install a wind energy system greater than 200 feet 
in height. The compromise measure means the county would 
not be obligated to submit applicant plans to the air station for 
screening. The air station's primary concern is that the height 
of turbines in some locations does not interfere with Patuxent 
radar signals. 

"It's a compromise; we wanted to be a little more involved 
in the review process," Jarboe said after the hearing. "It 
informs developers, encourages them, to contact Patuxent to 
work through a potential conflict." 

The Planning Commission's draft ordinance also 
stipulates that proposed wind turbines taller than 200 feet 
undergo a military compatibility review by the Department of 
Defense's Siting Clearinghouse. Applicant plans by law also 
would be subject to review by a Federal Aviation 
Administration clearinghouse. 

Pioneer has leased 8,000-9,000 acres of land from 40 
landowners, mostly located between Marion Station and 
Westover on the southern end of Somerset. During the last two 
years, the company conducted wind feasibility and other 
studies at the properties, and Cohen said leases would 
continue for land that generates the desired amount of wind. 

Windmills would not be clustered, but rather, spaced 
some 1,100 feet to 1,200 feet apart. 

Pioneer proposes an output of 150 megawatts of energy -- 
enough to supply 45,000 homes -- for the electric grid. 

Some power would be purchased by retail utility 
providers as Old Dominion, Baltimore Gas and Electric and 
Pepco, the parent company of Delmarva Power, Cohen said. 
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48. Q&A: Increased Jet Noise At Oceana In Virginia Beach 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 08 JAN 12) ... Kate Wiltrout 

This month marks the start of more intense jet practice at 
Oceana Naval Air Station. If you're wondering what's going 
on, here are some answers. And watch for weekly updates in 
Tuesday's military roundup in The Pilot. 

Are we hearing more jets in Virginia Beach? 
Yes. The airstrip where Oceana-based jets usually do field 

carrier landing practice - Fentress Auxiliary Landing Field in 
Chesapeake - closed for maintenance last month and won't be 
available until August or September. In the interim, Oceana's 
fighter jet squadrons are doing a lot of landing practice at 
home. During especially busy periods, squadrons may travel 
to South Carolina or Florida for training. 

OK, so there are more jets - but why does it also sound 
noisier than usual? 

Because they're doing a different type of maneuver: field 
carrier landing practice. This typically involves five jets taking 
off in quick succession. Pilots fly in a left-handed oval pattern, 
touching the runway and then taking back off again, eight 
times in a row. The 40 touch-and-go maneuvers that make up 
one "set" of practice typically last between 45 minutes and an 
hour. 

That's a lot different from the take-offs and landings 
that usually occur at Oceana as jets come and go from 
training over the Atlantic and at North Carolina's Dare 
County Bombing Range. 

Capt. Jim Webb, the base's commanding officer, said he 
hopes that the concentrated periods of landing practice will 
end by 10 p.m. most nights this winter - but that doesn't mean 
you won't hear or see jets flying later in the evening. 

Jets also will continue to leave from and return to Oceana 
on those other training missions. As the Navy's East Coast 
master jet base, Oceana has no restrictions on its airspace, 
which covers a 4.3-mile radius, or its operating hours. 

What's on tap for this week at Oceana? 
Base officials say some of Oceana's 17 squadrons will be 

conducting landing practice this week, so expect concentrated 
noise until 10 p.m. Although intense activity should cease 
after that, jets may be flying 24 hours a day. 

Where do we make complaints about the noise? 
Oceana has a community concerns hotline, (757) 433-

2162, where you can leave specific complaints about 
operations, including time and location and your contact 
information. Or you can send an email to 
OceanaComments@navy.mil. But the base's website notes 
that complaints won't alter flight patterns or change the hours 
of operation. 

According to Oceana spokeswoman Kelley Stirling, the 
Navy investigates only anomalies - such as claims that a plane 
dumped fuel in a residential area or broke windows by flying 
too low. 

You could also complain to Virginia Beach officials or 
federal legislators: U.S. Sens. Jim Webb and Mark Warner 
and U.S. Rep. Scott Rigell. 

Whatever happened to the Navy's plan for an outlying 
landing field, where Beach-based jets could practice in a 
less-populated environment? 

That's on hold until at least 2014. After trying for more 
than a decade to find a site in northeastern North Carolina or 
southeast Virginia where jets would practice carrier landing 
skills, the Navy halted its efforts to find a local outlying 
landing field last January. That's because it hasn't yet decided 
whether to base any of the next generation fighter jets, the F-
35, on the East Coast. Until study of that issue begins in 
earnest - in 2014, at the earliest - the Navy won't resume its 
search for an outlying landing field for fighter jets. 
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49. Naval Academy Gate Gets New Name 
(ANNAPOLIS CAPITAL 07 JAN 12) ... Tina Reed 

With its bright Navy blue and its golden letters glinting in 
the sunlight, visitors to the Naval Academy might not realize a 
new archway over one of the most highly traversed entrances 
to the academy hasn't always been there. 

Displaying the name "BARRY," visitors certainly 
wouldn't realize the work that went into getting it there. 

Put in place near downtown Annapolis yesterday, that 
archway is the start of a permanent memorial at the academy 
to the first commissioned officer of the Navy, Commodore 
John Barry. 

"We had numerous people told us this was never going to 
happen," said Jack O'Brien, who spearheaded the project with 
John E. McInerney and other members of the Ancient Order of 
the Hibernians. 

It was the fruit of several years work trying to recognize 
Barry for the impact he had on the Navy. Barry's original 
commission from George Washington, Commission No. 1, is 
displayed in the Naval Academy Museum. But he otherwise 
had little memorializing him there, O'Brien said. 

The group began a massive letter-writing campaign 
pushing to allow the Hibernians, a Catholic Irish American 
fraternal organization, to create the memorial. "We started a 
conversation in the Navy: 'Isn't it time to honor Barry?' " he 
said. 

Within the year, the Revolutionary War hero - and, 
according to some, the "Father of the U.S. Navy" - should 
have a permanent monument created inside the "Barry" gate 
on what will be called the "Barry Plaza." The gate faces Craig 
Street, around the corner from Gate 1. 

The Naval Academy's Memorial Oversight Committee 
approved the Barry Memorial last spring. Academy officials 
originally rejected the plan for a Barry monument because of 
the original location it was being proposed in, officials said. 

As the arch was put into place yesterday morning, a small 
group of people stayed to watch. 

"I can't believe it's finally happening. Someone pinch 
me," one woman said. 

The arch even attracted out-of-town visitors who came to 
see it yesterday, including Russell Wylie, a past president of 
the Philadelphia chapter of the Society of the Friendly Sons of 
St. Patrick. The Philadelphia chapter helped to raise funds and 
to lobby for the project. 

As midshipman are just beginning the first few years of 
training, heroes of the past like Barry serve as an important 
reminder, Wylie said. 

"Barry became captain of a ship at 19 years old and that 
was what he was doing when the Revolution broke out," 
Wylie said. "What we hope they will pick up from this is the 
courage, the fortitude, the things you need inside of you to 
deal with adversity." 

Barry was born in Ireland in 1745, and died in 
Philadelphia in 1803. He commanded three ships during the 
American Revolution - Lexington, Raleigh and Alliance. In 
April 1776, Lexington captured the British ship Edward, plus 
some privateers. 

The British once offered Barry a fortune in British 
pounds, and command of any frigate in the British Navy, if he 
would defect. Barry refused. 

In 1783, Barry commanded Alliance during the last naval 
battle of the Revolutionary War. 

He was commissioned a captain in 1797, the highest rank 
that existed in the new United States Navy. Because he was 
the first commissioned officer in the Navy, he was generally 
referred to as "commodore," or commander, and he is 
recognized as the Navy's first flag officer. 

The memorial also is a reminder of the contributions Irish 
Americans have had on the history of the nation despite a time 
in history when Irish Catholics were largely discriminated 
against, said Annapolis resident and Hibernian resident Dave 
Aland. 

"This is also a celebration of overcoming prejudice," 
Aland said. "We've got to do more of that in this country." 
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50. More Than 120 Swim Tampa Bay To Support Navy SEALs 
Annual Frogman swim raises $100,000 
(TAMPA TRIBUNE 08 JAN 12) ... Keith Morelli 

TAMPA - As the last swimmer approached the beach at 
Picnic Island late Sunday morning, a swelling of applause and 
cheers greeted him. Jim Cunningham, triathlon athlete who 
had just made the 3.1-mile swim from Gandy beach, heard the 
cheers. He rose in thigh-deep water and ran the rest of the way 
to dry land. 

More than 120 swimmers sliced through Tampa Bay on 
Sunday morning, braving cool water temperatures, shipping 
traffic and whatever creatures lurk beneath the dark waves. 

Cunningham said he and a team of fellow St. Petersburg 
Fire and Rescue dive team members got together for the swim. 
The bay was calm, almost like glass, he said, but the cold was 
the biggest problem. 

The whole time, he concentrated on his technique, he 
said. There were some distractions. 

"Some places, you can see the bottom," he said. "But 
then, you get into the shipping channels and you can't. You 
lose your point of reference. And sometimes the mind plays 
tricks." 

The third annual Tampa Bay Frogman Swim, a 5K open 
water trudge is growing each year; from a handful of 
swimmers who took part in 2010 to about 60 swimmers last 
year. 

"The sport of open water swimming is really taking off," 
said Kurt Ott, swim organizer. "It's really, really becoming 
big. Swimmers now are jumping out of the pool and into open 
water swimming." 

He said this year, open water swimming will debut as an 
Olympic sport. 

The swim from Gandy beach in St. Petersburg to Picnic 
Island in Tampa benefits the Navy SEAL Foundation, which 
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supports families of Navy SEALs. Last year, $64,000 was 
netted by the swim. 

The Frogman Swim started as an impromptu event to 
raise money for Lt. Dan Cnossen, a SEAL who lost both his 
legs in Afghanistan to an IED explosion in 2009. 

That first swim attracted 38 swimmers who braved frigid 
waters of Tampa Bay to raise $33,000 for Cnossen and his 
family. 

The cold snap last week warmed for the swim and the 
water temperature was in the low 60s. 

"The water temperature actually is the warmest of the last 
three years," he said. 

Swimmers from across the nation participated, he said, 
including former Olympic champion Brooke Bennett from 
Plant City, who swam with the first wave. She emerged from 
the chilly water shivering as spectators tossed towels and 
blankets on her to warm her up. 

Registration was cut off in November to 100 swimmers, 
but it has grown to about 125, Ott said. Most of the added 25 
are military service members out to help their siblings in arms 
and their families. The goal was to raise $75,000, and all 
indications are that that amount will be surpassed. 

Sixty-five-year old Mike Craig took the plunge. He began 
training four months ago, the lifelong Tampa man said, and 
finished the swim in an hour and a half, right on schedule. 

"I'll do it next year," he said. "I hope to improve my 
time." He said he raised more than $2,000 from sponsors. 

"I asked people I know, I asked friends," he said. "I didn't 
have a single person say no." 

U.S. Navy Chief Petty Officer Will Russell, 40, nodded at 
the calm water and said, "It was an easy swim today. 

"The water was great. The currents were great. It was just 
a great swim." 

View Clip (RT: 2:03) 
Return to Index 
 
 

NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
51. Navy's New Disaster Response Van Runs On Solar, Wind Power 
(GOVERNMENT COMPUTER NEWS 06 JAN 12) ... Henry Kenyon 

The Navy's salvage service has developed a command 
vehicle that uses solar and other renewable energy sources to 
power its computers and communications equipment while in 
the field. 

Developed by the Naval Sea Systems Command’s 
Supervisor of Salvage and Diving (SUPSALV), the van is 
similar to other command vehicles in that it is equipped with a 
wideband, very high-frequency radio; a satellite phone; digital 
high-definition TVs that can interface with computers; and a 
network interface device that allows the van to receive 
telephone calls from any nearby cell tower. 

What makes the van different is that is uses a photovoltaic 
solar array and two 1 kilowatt wind generators in conjunction 
with 16 lithium battery modules to power its systems. 

The solar panel array automatically tracks the sun, and 
power is carefully managed via an advanced battery 
monitoring and electrical distribution system. These 
capabilities allow the van to operate independently for long 
periods of time supporting disaster relief or other recovery 

operations without relying on its diesel generator to run its 
equipment. 

“If you’ve got good wind and good light, it can easily 
maintain itself,” said Mike Herb, head of salvage operations 
for SUPSALV. 

The van was built as the result of experiences in the wake 
of Hurricane Katrina. SUPSALV was conducting disaster 
response operations on the Gulf Coast, but the devastation was 
so extensive that there was no easily available fuel for the 
Navy’s command vans. Instead of focusing on recovery efforts 
as their primary mission, SUSALV personnel had to make 
100- to 150-mile round trips north of the disaster area to 
purchase fuel for their vans’ generators, Herb said. 

Work on the van began in mid-2011. SUPSALV’s 
existing command vans dated back to the 1980s and 1990s and 
were in need of replacement. Because there was a need to 
replace the current inventory, this provided an opportunity to 
develop the green van, Herb said. The new van had not yet 
been deployed operationally. 
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52. Navy Explosives Turn Up On Southern Maryland Shore 
(WASHINGTON POST 07 JAN 12) ... Martin Weil 

Navy ammunition from the World War II era has been 
turning up near the Potomac River shore in southern 
Maryland, and authorities have closed a state park where the 
shells have been found. 

The Maryland State Fire Marshal’s office said 10 more 
pieces of ordnance were found Saturday in an isolated area of 
Newtowne Neck State Park in St. Mary’s County. The 
Maryland Park Service said the park, near Leonardtown, has 
been closed until further notice. 

A St. Mary’s County spokesman said it was “believed the 
explosives are being unearthed by the tides in the river or 
washed ashore.” 

It was not immediately clear where they came from. They 
are being disposed of by detonation, the county spokesman 
said. 

A spokeswoman for the fire marshal’s office said they 
were first spotted around Jan. 1. 

A photograph accompanying a park service statement 
showed what appeared to be a cannon shell about 11 inches 
long and about 2 1/2 inches in diameter. The casing appeared 
heavily rusted, but the conical projectile seemed intact. 

Authorities warned against touching the shells or similar 
objects. 
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53. Sexual Assaults Are Up At Naval Academy – Or Are They? 
Experts say it's hard to know if incidents actually are on the rise or decline 
(BALTIMORE SUN 08 JAN 12) ... Matthew Hay Brown 

Reports of sexual assaults at the Naval Academy doubled 
last year, the fourth straight year the number has increased, 
according to the Defense Department. 

But do the findings of the Pentagon report on sexual 
harassment and assaults mean that such incidents are on the 
rise in Annapolis? Or do they show that midshipmen have 
grown more aware of sexual assault and are more likely to 
report it to authorities? 

Academy officials and critics alike hope it's the latter — 
but say it is impossible to know for certain. 

The report released recently by the Defense Department's 
Sexual Assault Prevention and Response Office underscores a 
key difficulty confronting officials as they tackle a problem 
that has long vexed the service academies and the military as a 
whole. 

While studies and surveys on sexual violence within the 
ranks have contributed to a growing body of information, 
neither critics nor officials believe they capture all of the 
incidents taking place. 

Twenty-two assaults were reported at the Naval Academy 
during the 2010-2011 academic year, double the 11 reported 
the year before. 

But the number of midshipmen subjected to unwanted 
sexual contact — defined as ranging from unwelcome 
touching of "sexually related areas of the body" to attempted 
or completed intercourse — is believed to be much higher. 

The Defense Manpower Data Center estimated last year 
that 271 midshipmen had experienced such contact in 2009-
2010, the last year for which data were available. 

While the new Pentagon report does not give details of 
the 22 assaults, the time period it covers would include the 
case of Patrick Edmond, the second-year midshipman who 
was found guilty in September of raping a female midshipman 
in her dorm room in October 2010 and lying to military 
officials. 

Edmond was dismissed from the Navy and sentenced to 
six months in a military prison. His was the first court-martial 
for sexual assault at the academy since 2008. 

Cmdr. Lynn Acheson took over sexual assault education 
and response efforts at the academy last year as the number of 
assaults reported there was doubling. She cannot say whether 
the actual number of attacks there is increasing or declining. 

"I have no way of knowing, because if somebody doesn't 
come forward and tell me, for whatever reason — and there 
are probably lots of them — I don't know, because they're not 
saying anything." 

Acheson sees a couple of factors leading to increased 
reports. First, she says, the midshipmen "understand much 
better now what constitutes unwanted sexual contact and 
sexual harassment." 

"Two," she adds, "I think they've seen the system work. 
And they feel comfortable coming into my office knowing that 
we're going to, to the absolute extent possible, maintain their 
privacy and the confidentiality and get them the help they 
need to work through this." 

The number of sexual assaults reported within the 4,600-
member Brigade of Midshipmen has climbed in each of the 
past four years. After a recent low of five reports in 2006-

2007, there were six in 2007-2008, eight in 2008-2009, 11 in 
2009-2010 and 22 in 2010-2011. 

The number of midshipmen estimated to have 
experienced unwanted sexual contact also is growing. The 271 
estimated in the Defense Manpower Data Center's 2010 
Service Academy Gender Relations Survey was up from 155 
in 2007-08, which was up from 113 in 2005-2006. 

More than 16 percent of female midshipmen said they had 
experienced such contact in 2009-2010. Of those, 99 percent 
said the offender was male, and 90 percent said the offender 
was a fellow midshipman. 

Only 8 percent of the women said they had reported the 
incident to a military authority or organization. 

The report says they gave several reasons for keeping the 
incident to themselves: feelings of discomfort, shame and 
embarrassment; doubts that their report would be kept 
confidential; fears of gossip and damage to their reputations; 
and concerns about the impact a report would have on their 
careers. 

At least one critic suggests another reason. Greg Jacobs, 
policy director for the New York-based Service Women's 
Action Network, says punishments for sexual assault at the 
academy are insufficient. 

Of the seven cases described in the Pentagon report, four 
ended with some sort of sanction. 

The case of a fourth-year midshipman accused of raping a 
female classmate on academy grounds ended with his 
dismissal from the academy. A first-year midshipman accused 
of aggravated sexual assault of a second-year female 
midshipman was allowed to withdraw from the academy 
voluntarily. 

A prospective applicant who was accused of aggravated 
sexual assault of a first-year female midshipman on academy 
grounds was not considered for admission. An ensign accused 
of aggravated sexual assault of a third-year female 
midshipman was found guilty of conduct unbecoming an 
officer and a gentleman and issued a letter of reprimand. 

"So here you have people that have perpetrated crimes, 
they've been arrested, they've gone through a judicial process 
and they come out the other end just simply either being 
kicked out of the school or giving them bad paper," Jacobs 
said. 

Academy spokeswoman Deborah Goode said in a 
statement that the academy is "very aggressive" in prosecuting 
sexual assaults — "even more so than civilian authorities," she 
said, "because of the impact of this crime on unit cohesion, 
discipline and mission effectiveness. 

"In the civilian court system," Goode said, "most of those 
cases would never have gone to trial and would have been 
dismissed with no punishment whatsoever, so the sheer 
number of cases is evidence of our serious commitment to 
deterring criminal activity." 

The academy established the Sexual Harassment and 
Assault Prevention Education program, or SHAPE, amid a 
rash of high-profile cases in the mid-2000s. Starting with 
Plebe Summer, midshipmen receive briefings, guest speakers 
and peer-led sessions tied to the academy's leadership, ethics 



 43

and law curriculum, which continues throughout their four 
years in Annapolis. 

"We teach them to be on the lookout, what are the danger 
signals you might see from somebody that might be a sexual 
predator," said Acheson, who heads a five-person office as the 
academy's sexual assault response coordinator. "Help them 
identify risky behavior and how to go out in a group with 
friends, keep an eye on, be an active bystander, if you see 
somebody you know, or even don't know, that looks like they 
might be getting in trouble." 

Acheson, who came to the academy straight from 
commanding the guided missile destroyer USS Gonzalez, said 
the effort is aimed not only at reducing incidents at Annapolis, 
but at preparing midshipmen for their careers as Navy and 
Marine Corps officers. 

"When they get out in the fleet, they may have to deal 
with something like this right away," she said. "They report on 
board that ship or that squadron and a young seaman or 
somebody who works for them comes up and says, 'Ma'am or 
sir, I need to talk to you,' they have some idea of what's going 
on and are able to deal with this correctly." 

The Pentagon report found the academy to be in 
compliance with three Defense Department priorities — 
institutionalizing prevention strategies, increasing victim 
confidence in reporting and improving accountability — and 
in partial compliance with a fourth: improving response to 
sexual assault. 

On the last priority, the report's authors described the 
academy's sexual assault prevention and response staff as 
"dynamic" and "well-organized," and said the academy had 
developed a "careful, considerate approach to victim support." 

But they said staff with the Midshipman Development 
Center, which provides clinical services to the brigade, needed 
to be made aware of their duty to report sexual assaults 
disclosed during treatment. And they said the academy should 

improve the "challenging and time-consuming process" for 
obtaining sexual assault forensic examinations. 

They described the experience of a midshipman who was 
made to wait at a local hospital for four hours before being 
told that no one was available to conduct the examination. 
Earlier reports documented waits of nine hours and visits to 
multiple locations to obtain an examination. 

"Given recent budget cuts in the civilian community," 
they write, the academy "must identify a solution for reliable, 
expedient" examinations. 

Lisae Jordan read the passage with interest. 
"That's an important issue that we need to address, but I 

don't think it's exclusive to the Naval Academy — I think 
that's in Maryland generally," said Jordan, general counsel of 
the Maryland Coalition Against Sexual Assault. 

The coalition is the umbrella organization of the state's 
rape crisis centers, which offer services to midshipmen and 
other military members as well as civilians. Jordan says the 
organization gets occasional referrals and questions from the 
Naval Academy — "and we can also reach out to them when 
we have questions." 

Jordan said her reaction to the report was mixed. 
"On the one hand they have started some interesting 

programs, they're involving peers, they're doing prevention 
training, and they certainly have some expert staff and expert 
consultants," she said. "At the same time, it's an enormous 
increase … in the number of reported sexual assaults." 

Acheson said she is reviewing the report. She said much 
of it meshes with her own review of the program as she found 
it when she arrived, and that her office has been working on 
the challenges the authors identified. 

"I'm always looking for new ways to get the message 
across to the midshipmen," she said. "Try out new ideas and 
just make the program better than it already is. ... I don't want 
to get stale here." 
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54. U.S. Navy Week In Review Dec. 31 - Jan. 6 
(YOUTUBE 06 JAN 12) ... U.S. Navy 

Welcome to this week's U.S. Navy multimedia production 
featuring selected images from around the fleet received 
during the week of Dec. 31, 2011 – Jan. 06, 2012. 

The images represent the work of the many naval 
photographers deployed worldwide and submitted to Navy 
Visual News Service. For access to more than 100,000 high 

resolution photos visit: 
    http://www.navy.mil/view_photos_top.asp  and 
http://www.flickr.com/photos/usnavy/     

View U.S. Navy YouTube Channel 
View Clip (RT: 2:36) 

Return to Index 
 
 

OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
55. Don't Punish Beneficiaries For Leaders' Failures 
Letter to the Editor 
(BOSTON GLOBE 07 JAN 12) ... Norb Ryan 

Your Jan. 2 editorial "Pentagon should do more cutting, 
less complaining about budget" recommends raising health 
premiums in order to manage cost increases. Besides the fact 
that military TRICARE premiums and pharmacy copayments 
increased Oct. 1 for certain enrollees, too many observers 
overlook that military people pay huge up-front premiums for 
their health care through decades of ardous service and 
sacrifice. 

In addition, military health costs (unlike those for civilian 
employers) are driven by readiness needs. When military 
doctors deploy, patients are sent to more expensive civilian 
care. 

Moreover, military health systems are extraordinarily 
inefficient, with redundant Army, Navy, and Air Force 
programs and four major contractors vying for the same 
budget. The military mail-order pharmacy system saves the 
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Pentagon $125 for every prescription, but defense leaders have 
done little to encourage its use. 

No civilian company would tolerate such waste. The 
Globe should take defense leaders to task for their 

management lapses instead of seeking to make military 
beneficiaries pay for their leaders' failure to do their jobs. 

Norb Ryan, retired vice admiral, U.S. Navy. Is president 
of Military Officers Association of America. 
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56. More Uncertainty In Defense Cuts 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 07 JAN 12) ... Editorials 

President Barack Obama's plan to pare the Department of 
Defense, announced Thursday, is not the draconian disaster 
some claim. At least not yet. 

The Pentagon still would have five times the defense 
budget of China, for example. The U.S. would keep 11 aircraft 
carriers in the Navy fleet. 

But even with a few promising signals for special forces 
and the Navy in general, the strategy leaves too much unsaid 
for military-rich Hampton Roads to breathe easy. 

The proposal, a precursor to Obama's budget request next 
month, takes into account the $500 billion in cuts to Pentagon 
spending ordered by Congress last year. But it does not 
include the nearly $500 billion in additional reductions that are 
supposed to be made starting next year. 

It does not address the $53 billion annual cost of health 
care for active duty and retired military members and their 
families. It does not say how much the Pentagon must reduce 
its nuclear weapons arsenal. 

It does not mention a Base Realignment and Closure 
Commission to consolidate military facilities in the U.S., even 
though another $500 billion in cuts will likely necessitate one. 

As The Pilot's Bill Bartel reported, the plan, introduced by 
Obama and Defense Secretary Leon Panetta, puts greater 
emphasis on high-tech defense systems and small elite special 
forces units such as the SEALs and would give greater 
protection to commerce in the Asia Pacific region as China 
expands its navy. 

The shift comes as the wars in the Middle East are 
winding down but at a time the U.S. is watching al-Qaida 
infiltrate Pakistan, Iran threaten to block oil shipping and 
North Korea off balance under new, uncertain leadership. 

Obama hasn't proposed national security on the cheap; he 
has said America must reassess this country's role and 
responsibilities, particularly in this fiscal crisis. Military 
spending has gone mostly unchecked over the past decade, 
rising 81 percent since 2001, the year of the 9/11 terrorist 
attacks. 

As former U.S. Sen. Alan Simpson, a Republican who co-
chaired the National Commission on Fiscal Responsibility and 
Reform, said, "Our defense budget is larger than (the 
combined totals of the next) 14 major countries of the world - 
and if you think all of it is there for national security purposes, 
you're terribly wrong." 

America's defense forces have tried to be all things to all 
people, fighting terrorism, rebuilding war-ravaged areas, 
sending humanitarian aid to countries decimated by disaster. 
Obama began the announcement of his strategy with this: 
"Our nation is at a moment of transition." 

It must change; the spending cannot continue. The 
question is how politics will shape defense priorities - 
veterans' benefits, the successor to the F/A-18, the placement 
of carriers on the East Coast - as Congress looks this year to 
eliminate hundreds of billions more dollars. 
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57. The President's Risky Defense Strategy 
Reducing ground forces and focusing on the Asia-Pacific region leaves us exposed to unanticipated threats. 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 07 JAN 12) ... Mackubin Thomas Owens 

The president has now outlined a strategy to guide the 
substantial cuts to the defense budget that will occur over the 
next decade. Those cuts are significant: at least $487 billion 
over the next decade, and twice that amount if the automatic 
spending reduction triggered by the failure of the deficit 
reduction super committee to reach an agreement goes into 
effect. 

The new strategy envisions a regional focus on the Asia-
Pacific and a shift from a two-war capability to a "win-spoil" 
plan that maintains the capability to fight and win one regional 
war while spoiling the military aspirations of another 
adversary in a different theater. The Army will be reduced to 
490,000 troops from 570,000 and the Marines to 175,000 from 
202,000 over the next few years while air and naval assets will 
be maintained in order to optimize operations in Asia-Pacific, 
primarily a maritime theater. 

Critics argue that the budget cuts undermine the ability of 
the United States to defend itself. That's not altogether true. 
The cuts are necessary for economic reasons and the U.S. will 
still spend a great deal of money on defense. The real danger 
is that the administration's new strategy to guide the cuts 

undermines strategic flexibility, leading the country down a 
dangerous path it has traversed before: a primary reliance on a 
single military capability or a focus on a single region. 

The administration's focus on Asia-Pacific and reduction 
of ground forces in favor of air and naval forces are both 
manifestations of what the late political scientist Samuel P. 
Huntington called "strategic monism," the domination of 
defense policy by a single strategic concept or regional focus. 
This approach presupposes an ability to predict and control the 
actions of possible enemies, discounting the commonsense 
view that the world is dynamic and characterized by 
uncertainty. Instead it seeks to impose a single vision on the 
U.S. defense establishment. If this vision is correct, things will 
be fine. If not, the U.S. may lack the ability to respond 
adequately to an unexpected event. 

There is an old saying that "any war plan that depends on 
the cooperation of the enemy is likely to fail." This is the fatal 
flaw of strategic monism. The record reveals that defense 
planners have not been particularly successful in predicting 
the future. The U.S. has suffered a significant strategic 
surprise once a decade since 1940: Pearl Harbor, the North 
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Korean invasion of South Korea, the Soviet H-bomb test, the 
Soviet reaction to the Arab-Israeli War of 1973, the fall of the 
Shah of Iran, the collapse of the Soviet Union and, most 
recently, 9/11. 

The risks of the administration's new strategy are 
illustrated by the "New Look" strategy pursued by the 
Eisenhower administration of the 1950s. Its focus on long-
range strategic air power resulted in strategic inflexibility: The 
U.S. largely lacked the ability to respond to threats at the 
lower end of the spectrum of conflict. Realizing this, our 
adversaries responded by moving away from conventional 
confrontation toward insurgencies and "peoples' wars." This 
deficiency led to the replacement of the New Look by the 
strategy of Flexible Response in the 1960s. 

Ironically, after the Gulf War of 1991, some defense 
analysts resurrected the idea that a nearly exclusive reliance on 
air power could solve the defense dilemmas the U.S. faced. 
The wars in Iraq and Afghanistan disabused us of this notion. 

The administration's new strategy stands in contrast to 
"strategic pluralism," an approach that calls for a wide variety 
of military forces and weapons to meet a diversity of potential 
threats. Given the geopolitical position of the U.S. requiring 
that it plan to respond to threats around the globe, strategic 
pluralism seems more appropriate. 

This more balanced approach presupposes an uncertain 
security environment. Despite our desires, there is much in 
this world that we do not and cannot know in advance, and 
threats to our interests are not necessarily predictable. 

For instance, an assumption underlying the reduction of 
ground forces is the expectation that the U.S. will not be 
undertaking expensive, troop-intensive counterinsurgency 
campaigns such as those waged in Afghanistan and Iraq. Force 
planners made a similar assumption after Vietnam. The 
assumption was wrong then and most likely is wrong now. 

A more balanced approach would hedge against 
uncertainty by maintaining a force capable of responding 
across the entire spectrum of conflict, building on the existing 
capabilities of a variety of forces—air, space, naval, land and 
cyber—to meet challenges to U.S. interests that may arise 
across the globe. 

At the same time, retaining multiple capabilities 
complicates planning by potential adversaries. The smaller the 
number of options a force structure can generate, the easier it 
is for an enemy to develop a low-cost counter. That is what 
our enemies have done in the past, and it is what they will do 
in the future, especially if we make it easy for them. 

Mr. Owens is professor of national security affairs at the 
Naval War College and editor of Orbis, the quarterly journal 
of the Foreign Policy Research Institute. 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. U.S. Navy: Pivot To Asia Won't Hurt Mideast Presence 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 10 JAN 12) ... Matthew Pennington 

WASHINGTON — The United States will not be "taking its eye off the ball" in the Middle East as it looks to strengthen its 
military presence in the Asia-Pacific, the head of the Navy said Tuesday. 

 
2. No Big U.S. Naval Buildup In Asia, Top Officer Says 
(REUTERS 10 JAN 12) ... Phil Stewart and Paul Eckert 

WASHINGTON - President Barack Obama's decision to reorient the U.S. military's focus to the Asia-Pacific region will not lead 
to a major naval buildup there, the top U.S. Navy officer said on Tuesday, adding that the United States already has a robust presence 
in the area. 

 
3. Navy Review Of Ship Needs Seen Done In Spring 
(REUTERS 10 JAN 12) ... Andrea Shalal-Esa 

WASHINGTON -- The U.S. Navy will complete a new force structure assessment this spring that will shed light on how many 
ships and other weapons the service needs, Chief of Naval Operations Admiral Jonathan Greenert said at an industry trade show on 
Tuesday. 

 
4. U.S. Coast Guard Rescues 6 Iranians In Persian Gulf 
(CNN 10 JAN 11) ... Barbara Starr 

The U.S. Coast Guard rescued six Iranian mariners at the northern end of the Persian Gulf early Tuesday, the Pentagon said. 
 

5. Navy Warships Brace For Cyber Attacks 
(AOL DEFENSE 10 JAN 12) ... Carlo Munoz 

WASHINGTON - As the Navy prepares to push further into the Western Pacific, service leaders are doing all they can to prepare 
their warships for potential cyberattacks, the head of the Navy's surface warfare fleet said today. 

 
6. Surface Navy Association Hosts National Symposium To Discuss Future 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 10 JAN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Dustin Q. Diaz, Defense Media Activity - Navy 

CRYSTAL CITY, Va. -- Naval leaders, government officials and members of private industry gathered to discuss the surface 
navy's future at the 24th Annual Surface Navy Association Symposium in Crystal City, Va., Jan. 10. 

 

CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
7. Navy Using Northrop High-Altitude Drone To Monitor Persian Gulf 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 11 JAN 12) ... Tony Capaccio 

The U.S. Navy is using its first high-altitude drone, part of a potential $11 billion program, to monitor Iranian military activity 
and vessel transit in and around the Strait of Hormuz, according to service officials. 

 
8. USS Wasp Prepares For Bold Alligator 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 09 JAN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist Seaman Andrew Rivard, USS Wasp Public Affairs 

USS WASP, At sea -- USS Wasp (LHD 1) returned to sea Jan. 9 to conduct qualifications in preparation for Bold Alligator 2012 
the nation's largest joint/multinational amphibious assault exercise in the past 10 years. 

 
9. Lincoln Concludes Thailand Port Visit 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 10 JAN 12) ... USS Abraham Lincoln Public Affairs 

LAEM CHABANG, Thailand -- Aircraft carrier USS Abraham Lincoln (CVN 72), accompanied by guided-missile cruiser Cape 
St. George (CG 71), departed Laem Chabang, Thailand, Jan. 10, following a four-day port visit. 
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10. USS Reagan Commander Wants Sailors To Work Hard, Play Hard 
(KITSAP (WA) SUN 10 JAN 12) ... Ed Friedrich 

BREMERTON — Twenty-nine hundred Sailors piled off the USS Ronald Reagan into the Northwest chill Tuesday, days 
removed from their sunny, sandy San Diego home. 

 

GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
11. U.S. Rescues Iranians At Sea; Assails Nuke Activity 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 11 JAN 12) ... Robert Burns 

WASHINGTON - A U.S. Coast Guard cutter rescued six Iranian mariners from a vessel in distress in the Persian Gulf, the second 
such incident in a week of tension punctuated by the Islamic republic's death sentence to a young Iranian-American man and sharp 
U.S. criticism of Tehran's uranium enrichment activity. 

 
12. Iran's Roar Shows Widening Sway Of Military 
Iran’s Taunts To West Amid Nuclear Tensions Show State-Of-Siege Direction By Military 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 10 JAN 12) ... Brian Murphy 

DUBAI, United Arab Emirates — In the high desert along Iran's Afghan border this week, soldiers from the powerful 
Revolutionary Guard practiced ambush tactics in subzero temperatures. Next month, the Guard's warships are expected to resume 
battle drills near Gulf shipping lanes that carry much of the world's oil. 

 
13. Going Large 
Asian Navies Shift To Bigger Vessels, Downplay Littoral Ops 
(DEFENSE NEWS 09 JAN 12) ... Wendell Minnick 

TAIPEI - As Western navies build fewer aircraft carriers, destroyers and submarines, Asian navies are moving in the opposite 
direction, ignoring the littorals with construction and procurement of larger warships and submarines. 

 
14. Vietnam Prepares To Better Protect Its S. China Sea Claims 
(THE CHINA POST (TAIWAN) 10 JAN 12) 

SINGAPORE -- Vietnam is taking a page from China's strategic playbook to better protect its territorial claims in the disputed 
South China Sea. Observers have long understood that the cross-Taiwan Strait military balance would begin tipping in China's favor 
around now, and that Beijing is pursuing broader security interests beyond this longstanding contest with Taiwan. 

 
15. U.S. 7th Fleet Chief Comes To VN 
(VIET NAM NEWS 11 JAN 12) 

HANOI — Commander of the U.S. 7th Fleet, Vice Admiral Scott H. Swift, is making a working visit to Viet Nam. 
 

16. Philippines Ready To Validate Claim To Spratlys In U.N. Forum 
(PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 11 JAN 12) ... Jerry E. Esplanada 

The Philippines is prepared to validate its claim to the Spratlys and other territories in the West Philippine Sea under the United 
Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) and is inviting China to do the same with its own claims, according to Foreign 
Secretary Albert del Rosario. 

 
17. Russian Warships Leave Syrian Port Of Tartus 
(RIA NOVOSTI 10 JAN 12) 

MOSCOW - A Russian naval task force, led by the Admiral Kuznetsov aircraft carrier, has left the Syrian port of Tartus after a 
three-day visit, Russia’s Northern Fleet said in a statement on Tuesday. 

 
18. Russia’s Fire-Damaged Nuclear Sub To Be Repaired On Time - Rogozin 
(RIA NOVOSTI 10 JAN 12) 

MURMANSK - Russia’s nuclear submarine damaged by fire in a dry dock in late December will be repaired and put back into 
combat duty according to schedule, Russian Deputy Prime Minister Dmitry Rogozin said on Tuesday. 

 
19. Greece, Israel Pledge To Boost Defense Ties 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 10 JAN 12) 

ATHENS - Greece and Israel pledged to boost defense cooperation with a view to improving regional stability, their defense 
ministers told reporters Jan. 10. 
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PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
20. Officials Tweak Training Programs To Reflect Policy Changes 
Navy Developing 2-Tiered Setup For Junior, Senior Sailors 
(NAVY TIMES 16 JAN 12) ... Mark D. Faram 

Commanders need to get more involved in their command's general military training programs, Navy officials stressed as they 
released the 2012 GMT course lineup. 

 
21. People Form Defense Strategy’s Centerpiece, Official Says 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 10 JAN 12) ... Jim Garamone 

WASHINGTON – People are the centerpiece of the new defense strategy guidance that President Barack Obama released last 
week, the deputy undersecretary of defense for strategy, plans and forces said here yesterday. 

 
22. Face Of Defense: Sailor Lives His Military Dream 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 10 JAN 12) ... Marine Corps Cpl. Ed Galo, Regimental Combat Team 6 

FORWARD OPERATING BASE DELARAM II, Afghanistan, Jan. 10, 2012 – As a religious program specialist, Navy Petty 
Officer 2nd Class James Vanzella protects chaplains and helps them with their daily duties and coordinates religious services. 

 

FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
23. Navy Sees LCS As Key To Partner Nation Building 
(AOL DEFENSE 10 JAN 12) ... Carlo Munoz 

WASHINGTON - The Navy has long touted the Littoral Combat Ship's multimission abilities to support U.S. forces. But the 
next-generation warship will also be key role in supporting America's allies across the globe. 

 
24. Destroyer Set To Fuse Air And Ballistic Missile Defense, Admiral Says 
(DEFENSE DAILY 11 JAN 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

The Navy is on track to upgrade an Aegis-equipped destroyer this year that will for the first time integrate air-and ballistic missile 
defense on a surface vessel, the service's program executive officer for integrated warfare systems said yesterday. 

 
25. Water Drones 
U.S. Industry, University Take Up Challenge of Robotic Subs 
(DEFENSE NEWS 09 JAN 12) ... Jim Hodges 

The announcement called for technology so new it might exist only in the minds of inventors. Prospective contractors and 
analysts routinely compare the endeavor to the search for the Holy Grail. 

 
26. Depot Changes In DoD Bill Questioned 
(DEFENSE DAILY 11 JAN 12) ... Emelie Rutherford 

The defense industry and some lawmakers are sounding alarms about recent changes to the law dictating how depot-level work on 
military equipment is shared between government and private facilities. 

 

BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
27. Southwest Gas Presents Energy Audit Rebate Check 
Naval Air Station Fallon Improves energy efficiency 
(LAHONTAN VALLEY (CA) NEWS 10 JAN 12) 

Southwest Gas presented a $50,000 check to the Naval Air Station Fallon Public Works Department for its participation in the 
company's commercial energy audit program. 

 
28. Great Lakes Moving Ahead With Steam Plant Energy Efficiency Project 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 10 JAN 12) ... Bill Couch, Naval Facilities Engineering Command Midwest Public Affairs 

GREAT LAKES, Ill. -- Naval Station (NAVSTA) Great Lakes and Naval Facilities Engineering Command (NAVFAC) Midwest 
are taking the next step toward decentralizing the base's steam heat delivery system, one of the largest energy efficiency initiatives in 
the 100-year history of the base. 
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29. Growing Landowner Group Develops To Council For Use Of Land To Be Restored From U.S. Navy 
Negishi Housing 
(KANAGAWA SHIMBUN 09 JAN 12) 

The number of group members, consisting of volunteers from landowners and city officials, “for restoration of land from U.S. 
Navy Negishi Housing Detachment and town promotion, exceeded half of some 180 landowners. Therefore, the group will aim to 
work as a council to promote their town, based on the municipal ordinance in 2012. The group intends to urge more landowners to 
participate in the group to readjust government-owned land and private land, in order to prevent the land from developing disorderly, 
and to develop a plan for use of land to be restored smoothly. 

 
30. EPA: Lead In Shipyard Housing Jeopardized Military Families 
(PORTSMOUTH (NH) HERALD 11 JAN 12) ... Elizabeth Dinan 

KITTERY, Maine — Two companies that own and rent housing at the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard face “significant penalties” for 
failing to notify tenants, including families with children, about lead paint hazards in the homes, according to the U. S. Environmental 
Protection Agency. 

 

NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
31. More Hill Heft Needed On UAS Exports, CRS Says 
(AOL DEFENSE 09 JAN 12) ... Carlo Munoz 

WASHINGTON - Congress needs to take a larger role in deciding how to get unmanned technologies into the hands of American 
allies while keeping them out of hands of U.S. adversaries, according to a new congressional study. 

 
32. Budget Doublespeak: Analysts Cast Doubt On Notion Of ‘Reversible’ Cuts 
(NATIONAL DEFENSE 10 JAN 12) ... Sandra Erwin 

The Defense Department will be slicing $487 billion from its $6 trillion budget over the next decade. Specifics on where the ax 
might fall within the budget are still unknown, but all funding decisions are being made on the assumption that cuts are "reversible." 

 
33. First Lady To Unveil Effort To Improve Treatment For Troops 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 11 JAN 12) ... Kathy Adams 

RICHMOND - In a visit to Virginia Commonwealth University scheduled for this afternoon, first lady Michelle Obama is to 
announce an initiative aimed at training more doctors - civilian and military - to diagnose and treat post-traumatic stress disorder and 
traumatic brain injuries, two of the signature wounds of the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan. 

 
34. Air Shows Are Safe Enough, Transport Safety Panel Is Told 
(NEW YORK TIMES 10 JAN 11) ... Christine Negroni 

More than three months after the crash in Nevada that killed 10 spectators and a pilot competing at the National Championship 
Air Races and Air Show in Reno, some of the biggest names in performance aviation gathered in Washington on Tuesday to tell 
members of the National Transportation Safety Board that the industry was safe and not in need of further regulation. 

 
35. Naval Officer Embarks On PGA Tour Career 
(NEW YORK TIMES 11 JAN 12) ... Karen Crouse 

HONOLULU — Over lunch Monday in the wardroom of the USS Chung-Hoon, Lt. j.g. Lauren Griebel acknowledged that she 
met President Obama over the holidays while playing a round of golf with her father on a local course. Smiling broadly, Griebel said, 
“It wasn’t Billy Hurley, but yeah.” 

 

OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
36. Pentagon Fires At Budget Targets That Can’t Be Hit 
(BLOOMBERG VIEW 10 JAN 12) ... Peter Orszag 

At some point in every negotiation over fiscal policy, once the high-minded speeches and other pleasantries have been delivered, 
the disagreeable details poison the atmosphere. Everyone is in favor of tax and entitlement reform, after all, until they see the 
specifics. 

 
37. Pentagon Spending Gets Overdue Scrutiny 
(SEATTLE TIMES 11 JAN 12) 

PRESIDENT Obama's comprehensive defense review sets the stage for deep, long-overdue cuts in the Pentagon budget. 
Predictably, the debate will be as grounded in domestic politics as it is in global military strategy. 
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38. Asia's New Tripartite Entente 
(SINGAPORE STRAITES TIMES 11 JAN 12) ... Brahma Chellaney 

NEW DELHI - The launch of trilateral strategic consultations among the United States, India, and Japan, and their decision to 
hold joint naval exercises this year, signals efforts to form an entente among the Asia-Pacific region's three leading democracies. 

 
 



 6

 

TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. U.S. Navy: Pivot To Asia Won't Hurt Mideast Presence 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 10 JAN 12) ... Matthew Pennington 

WASHINGTON — The United States will not be "taking 
its eye off the ball" in the Middle East as it looks to strengthen 
its military presence in the Asia-Pacific, the head of the Navy 
said Tuesday. 

Chief of Naval Operations Adm. Jonathan Greenert said 
that he does not foresee a shift in naval forces from the Middle 
East. He said the vast majority of the United States' 100 
deployed ships currently operate in the West Pacific and the 
Persian Gulf. 

"If you ask me what keeps me awake at night, it's the 
Strait of Hormuz and business going on in the Arabian Gulf," 
Greenert told a seminar organized by the Center for a New 
American Security, a Washington think tank. 

He added: "The Navy won't be taking their eye off the 
ball." 

Iran last week warned American vessels against entering 
the strait after the U.S. tightened sanctions over Iran's disputed 
nuclear program. The strait carries to market much of the oil 
pumped in the Middle East. 

The Obama administration last week unveiled a strategic 
defense review that seeks to enhance the U.S. presence in Asia 

because of the region's economic importance and China's rise 
as a military power. It aims to retain American military pre-
eminence worldwide despite stiff budget cuts to reduce the 
nation's deficit. 

A new report by the center contends that the cuts could 
leave the U.S. Navy weakened when it needs to build a 
stronger fleet to preserve American interests, particularly in 
the South China Sea, a potential regional flashpoint. 

"The South China Sea is quite simply the throat of 
international commerce," said author Robert Kaplan, who 
contributed to the report. He said about half of the tonnage of 
international trade passes through these resource-rich waters. 

China claims the sea almost entirely as its own, but 
Taiwan, Vietnam, Malaysia, Singapore, Brunei and the 
Philippines also have territorial claims there. 

The Navy currently has 285 ships worldwide, compared 
with almost 600 during the Cold War presidency of Ronald 
Reagan in the 1980s. However, it remains a far stronger force 
than China's, which is rapidly growing but has only recently 
launched its first aircraft carrier. The U.S. has five aircraft 
carrier strike groups based in the Asia-Pacific alone. 
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2. No Big U.S. Naval Buildup In Asia, Top Officer Says 
(REUTERS 10 JAN 12) ... Phil Stewart and Paul Eckert 

WASHINGTON - President Barack Obama's decision to 
reorient the U.S. military's focus to the Asia-Pacific region 
will not lead to a major naval buildup there, the top U.S. Navy 
officer said on Tuesday, adding that the United States already 
has a robust presence in the area. 

Obama last week unveiled a new military strategy shifting 
attention to Asia over the next decade while downsizing the 
overall force, moves that will accommodate significant cuts in 
projected U.S. defense spending. 

But the Pentagon has not yet revealed what that plan will 
mean concretely for the deployment of U.S. military forces 
and equipment to different regions of the world. More details 
are due in the coming weeks during the rollout of the annual 
U.S. federal budget proposal. 

China's military did not wait for details before issuing 
statements accusing the United States of trying to contain 
China. 

Addressing a forum in Washington, Admiral Jonathan 
Greenert, the chief of naval operations, put forward a chart 
showing that the U.S. Navy has about 50 ships and submarines 
deployed today in the western Pacific, compared with about 
30 in the Middle East. 

Greenert said the Navy would review Obama's strategy 
and "adjust accordingly." 

"But my first assessment is that we're in good shape in the 
Navy where we stand in the western Pacific," he told a forum 
hosted by the Center for a New American Security think tank 
in Washington. 

Asked about a possible buildup in naval forces and 
equipment in Asia, Greenert appeared to play down 
speculation about a major change in the deployment of forces 
there and in the Middle East. 

"My point is, it's not a big naval buildup in the Far East. 
We're there, we have been there, we will continue to be there," 
he said. 

"And that I see the same proportion in the (Middle East), I 
don't see a naval movement" from there, he said. 

Greenert spoke at a panel launching a report by the Center 
for a New American Security on dealing with potential 
conflict in the South China Sea, where maritime territorial 
disputes pit China against Vietnam and others. 

'A Declining Power'? 
The report urges the United States to build a worldwide 

naval force of up to 346 ships - far more than the fleet of 250 
vessels envisioned after budget cuts and the retirement of 
older ships. 

The center's Patrick Cronin said that if the United States 
did not use this decade to expand its fleet, "whatever we say, 
we're going to be seen as a declining power" in Asia. 

"What I'm worried about is the idea that we may be 
shrinking rather than growing our Navy," said Cronin. 

The shift in focus to Asia comes amid increasing concern 
at the Pentagon over China's strategic goals as it begins to 
field a new generation of weapons that U.S. officials fear are 
designed to try to prevent U.S. naval and air forces from 
projecting power into the region. 

The People's Liberation Army's newspaper said on 
Tuesday the United States was "laying out forces across the 
Asia-Pacific region in advance to contain the rise of China." 

Part of the U.S. strategy includes shoring up U.S. 
alliances across the region, and Greenert acknowledged 
deepening ties with countries including longtime allies such as 
Japan and Australia and emerging relationships with others, 
like Vietnam. 
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He also stressed the need to deepen dialogue with the 
People's Liberation Army Navy. 

China's Ministry of Defense on Monday warned the 
United States to be "careful in its words and actions" after 
announcing the new strategy. 

Asked about the comments, Greenert responded: "I 
appreciate the advice." 

Return to Index 
 

3. Navy Review Of Ship Needs Seen Done In Spring 
(REUTERS 10 JAN 12) ... Andrea Shalal-Esa 

WASHINGTON -- The U.S. Navy will complete a new 
force structure assessment this spring that will shed light on 
how many ships and other weapons the service needs, Chief of 
Naval Operations Admiral Jonathan Greenert said at an 
industry trade show on Tuesday. 

Greenert told the annual Surface Navy Association 
conference the Navy had about 285 ships in service at the 
moment and he was "very comfortable" with the Navy's near-
term outlook. 

He said the assessment would show "what do we need for 
a ship inventory in the future" in light of a new military 
strategy released by the Pentagon last week that calls for a 
smaller U.S. military with a greater focus on Asia. 

General Dynamics Corp, Huntington Ingalls Industries , 
Lockheed Martin Corp and other big Navy suppliers are 
keeping anxious watch on any clues about the Navy's budget 
proposal for fiscal year 2013, which begins Oct. 1, and 
whether any key programs will be axed. 

Greenert gave no specific programmatic details, but said 
the new military strategy put the Navy "on a good course, 
initially," and the 2013 budget would show that "the value of 
the Navy is well recognized in the department." 

The Pentagon is expected to release some budget details 
in late January before the Obama administration delivers the 
fiscal 2013 budget proposal to Congress on Feb. 6. 

The four-star admiral mapped out some areas of 
continued investment, including unmanned aerial and 
undersea vehicles, cyber warfare, and submarines, and said the 
Navy was keeping a close eye on its industrial base for ships, 
sensors and weapons. 

He said he was comfortable with the current state of the 
industrial base, but said some makers of components for 
nuclear-powered ships were sole suppliers and needed large 
enough purchases to stay in business. 

Greenert, who took over as the Navy's top uniformed 
officer in September, told a packed audience that he made 
some changes to the Navy's budget plan after visiting the 
Strait of Hormuz, the world's most important shipping lane, 
which Iran last month threatened to shut off if new U.S. and 
EU sanctions over its nuclear program halted Iranian oil 
exports. 

He said funds were added for more mine warfare 
equipment, counter-swarm, and anti-submarine warfare. 

Other priorities for the Navy in coming years included 
work on a next-generation destroyer to replace the Arleigh-
Burke DDG-51 destroyers, a ship that he said would need a 
common hull and modular systems. 

He said the Navy continued to support the radar-evading 
Lockheed F-35 Joint Strike Fighter, but said that anti-access, 
area-denial environments, "stealth and platforms have a limit." 

He challenged industry to do a better job in delivering 
new ships to the Navy on time, and maintaining older ships to 
ensure they were ready for deployment when needed. 

The Navy had made some progress in speeding new 
capabilities like the Northrop Grumman Corp unmanned 
helicopter to troops to use, but would be looking for other 
opportunities to get engineering design modules out the 
battlefield for testing. 

He also underscored the Navy's interest in development of 
an anti-torpedo torpedo and new electronic warfare 
capabilities. 
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4. U.S. Coast Guard Rescues 6 Iranians In Persian Gulf 
(CNN 10 JAN 11) ... Barbara Starr 

The U.S. Coast Guard rescued six Iranian mariners at the 
northern end of the Persian Gulf early Tuesday, the Pentagon 
said. 

The rescue is the second time in a week that Americans 
rescued Iranians at sea, intervals of goodwill during a wave of 
tension between Iran and the United States, which have been 
adversaries for decades. 

The latest incident took place around 50 miles southeast 
of the Iraqi port of Um Qasr. 

The Pentagon said the Coast Guard cutter Monomoy 
reported the rescue took place after the Iranians' small 
merchant vessel, a cargo dhow called Ya-Hussan, apparently 
flooded. 

The cutter responded to flares and flashlights from the 
vessels in distress. The six Iranians were taken on board and 
one was treated for non-serious injuries. 

They were given water, blankets and halal meals. The 
meals are prepared in accordance with Muslim law and kept 
on ships in case there are Muslim mariners in distress. 

Also, an interpreter helped in the rescue. 
"Saving lives is the last thing you expect to do at 0300 

while patrolling in the Northern Arabian Gulf, but being in the 
Coast Guard, that's what we are trained to do," said Boatswain 
Mate 2nd Class Emily Poole, Monomoy's medic. 

The Pentagon quoted Hakim Hamid-Awi, the owner of 
the Ya-Hassan, as saying, "Without your help, we were dead. 
Thank you for all that you did for us." 

The six were transferred by rigid hull inflatable boats 
from the Monomoy to the Iranian Coast Guard vessel Naji 7. 

The Naji 7 captain via translator sent his regards and 
thanks to the captain and crew "for assisting, and taking care 
of the Iranian sailors." The captain thanked the crew for its 
"cooperation." 
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There wasn't an immediate reaction from the Iranian 
government. 

Last week, U.S. Sailors from a carrier strike group whose 
recent presence in the Persian Gulf drew the ire of Iranian 
military officials rescued 13 Iranian sailors from a hijacked 
fishing boat. 

The destroyer USS Kidd came to the aid of the ship 
Thursday in the North Arabian Sea, near the crucial Strait of 
Hormuz, according to the Navy. 

A helicopter from the Kidd spotted a suspected pirate boat 
alongside the Iranian vessel, the Navy said, and about the 
same time, the Kidd received a distress call from the fishing 
boat's captain, saying pirates were holding him and his crew 
captive. 

A team from the Kidd boarded the vessel, took 15 
suspected pirates into custody, and freed the 13 Iranian 
hostages, the Navy said. 

A spokesman for Iran's Foreign Ministry, Ramin 
Mehmanparast, had positive words about the rescue when he 
spoke Saturday to the Arabic news network Al-Alam. 

"Rescuing Iranian sailors by the U.S. was a humanitarian 
act and we welcome such acts," he said. "The Iranian Navy 
also engages in such rescue operations. It is the responsibility 
of all nations to rescue nationals from other countries from 
pirates." 

That came during a war of words between Iran and the 
United States. 

Iran threatened to close the strategically important Strait 
of Hormuz if Western nations carried through with sanctions 
on its oil industry. The strait connects the Persian Gulf with 
the Gulf of Oman and is a major corridor for oil tankers. 

Western powers have been intensifying pressure on Iran 
with sanctions over its nuclear aspirations. World powers 
believe Iran is trying to develop nuclear weapons but Iran says 
it is harnessing nuclear power for peaceful purposes. 

The destroyer is part of the USS John Stennis Strike 
Group, which moved into the Arabian Sea from the Persian 
Gulf recently. The group's presence in the Persian Gulf had 
drawn the ire of Iranian military officials, who said the United 
States should not send any more warships into the Gulf. 

Iranian Brig. Gen. Ahmad Vahidi last week said "there is 
no need" for countries outside of the region to have a presence 
there. 

"Their presence does nothing but create mayhem," Vahidi 
said, according to the semi-official Fars News Agency. 

The suspected pirates, mostly Somalis, were taken to the 
Stennis to be held until a decision is made about prosecution, 
Pentagon spokesman Capt. John Kirby said Friday. 

Pirates hijacked the fishing vessel, the Al Molai, 40 to 45 
days ago, U.S. Naval Forces Central Command said in a 
statement. The crew was "held hostage, with limited rations 
and we believe were forced against their will to assist the 
pirates with other piracy operations," according to the 
statement. 

The Navy team provided food, water and medical care to 
both the suspected pirates and the Al Molai's crew after 
securing the ship and ensuring everyone was safe, said Josh 
Schminky, a Navy Criminal Investigative Service agent 
aboard the Kidd. 

The crew had "been through a lot," he said, adding, "We 
went out of our way to treat the fishing crew with kindness 
and respect." 
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5. Navy Warships Brace For Cyber Attacks 
(AOL DEFENSE 10 JAN 12) ... Carlo Munoz 

WASHINGTON - As the Navy prepares to push further 
into the Western Pacific, service leaders are doing all they can 
to prepare their warships for potential cyberattacks, the head 
of the Navy's surface warfare fleet said today. 

Cyberwarfare remains the preeminent threat to U.S. naval 
forces around the world, Vice Adm. Richard Hunt, 
commander of naval surface forces, said today. The Navy, 
along with the rest of the Pentagon and U.S. government, are 
constantly pursuing ways to fortify government networks from 
cyberattacks. Many of these attacks are alledgedly launched 
by China or their allies across the globe. Aside from protecting 
its key networks, Navy leaders are also looking at ways to 
keep the fleet combat ready in the wake of a cyberattack. 

Hunt stressed maintaining the readiness and resiliance of 
Navy warships, even if critical communication networks are 
clipped due to a cyberattack. One strategy Hunt and other 
Navy leaders are exploring is extending how long a ship can 
sustain itself at sea without resupply. If a cyberattack cripples 
a ship's navigation and communications systems, it is 
essentialy on its own. A ship's crew can survive and fight 
without resupply or support for only a finite amount of time. 
Since there is no guarantee when that isolated ship will be able 

to reestablish comms with the rest of the fleet, service leaders 
want to stretch how long that vessel can fend for itself in 
contested waters, Hunt explained. "We need to find a way to 
work around that," he added. 

Navy leaders are also looking to implement a more 
rigorous ship inspection process to "minimize discovery" of 
sometimes fatal flaws in some of the fleet's older vessels. 
Spearheaded by Hunt's office, the Navy is "actively moving 
forward" with those plans, the three-star admiral said. Service 
leaders are in the midst of putting the final touches on a Navy-
wide guidance outlining the aggressive new plan, he added. 
This plan, if successful, will help the Navy take on the 
massive role envisioned for the service in the White House's 
new national security strategy. President Obama personally 
unveiled the plan last week at the Pentagon. 

With a limited number of new ships expected to come 
into the fleet over the next decade, Navy leaders will need 
every functional hull in the water to make the administration's 
plan work. For his part, Hunt is not worried. "If there is a 
[maritime] chokepoint out there, we are going to be there," he 
said. 

Return to Index 
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6. Surface Navy Association Hosts National Symposium To Discuss Future 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 10 JAN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Dustin Q. Diaz, Defense Media Activity - Navy 

CRYSTAL CITY, Va. -- Naval leaders, government 
officials and members of private industry gathered to discuss 
the surface navy's future at the 24th Annual Surface Navy 
Association Symposium in Crystal City, Va., Jan. 10. 

"My top priorities are the same as those who came before 
me to remain ready to meet our current challenges today," said 
Admiral Jonathan Greenert, Chief of Naval Operations, the 
symposium's keynote speaker. 

"We also need to build a relevant and capable future fleet, 
and we need to do all we can to take care of our Sailors, their 
families as well as our civilians," he continued. 

Greenert pointed to the recent rescue of 13 Iranian 
fisherman held captive by pirates in the North Arabian Sea as 
an example of the motivated, relevant, and diverse pool of 
talent that makes up today's surface force. He said the actions 
of crewmembers involved illustrate the symposium's theme 
"Surface Navy: A Credible Force in Uncertain Times." 

Vice Adm. Richard A. Hunt, commander, Naval Surface 
Forces, agreed. 

"Uncertainty surrounds everything we do today," said 
Hunt. "That is the biggest challenge of all, and that's the 
essence of what we must deal with as we train and prepare our 
surface force." 

Surface Navy Association president retired Vice Adm. 
Ronald Route then showed a video displaying the diverse 
mission and capabilities of the surface navy and its Marine 
Corps and Coast Guard partners, including operations in Libya 
and humanitarian assistance in Japan. 

"Providing credible combat power with properly manned 
and equipped personnel ready to prevail - you just saw some 
of that. And that's where our focus needs to be," said Hunt. 
"The surface navy brings the ability to have contact with other 
nations and people and shape the situation, perhaps 
minimizing or avoiding conflict when we can. We are the only 
community in the Navy who can do that." 

Hunt said the operational environment and the Navy's 
priorities are changing. He said one goal of the symposium 
was to share information about the future of the Navy's 
technology and people. Service members at all levels did so at 
roundtable luncheons for enlisted Sailors, junior officers and 
Midshipmen. 

Private companies like Maersk, Lockheed Martin and 
Boeing also had booths showing off present and future 
technologies, like the electromagnetic railgun, littoral combat 
ship (LCS) and green energy. 

Master Chief Petty Officer of the Navy (SS/SW) Rick D. 
West said the SNA is a great way to bring technology and 
people together. 

"It's exciting to be a Sailor in today's Navy," said West. 
"When you talk about things like LCS, high speed vessels, our 
new amphibious vessels...it's pretty special." 

West added, though, that while new technology helps 
Sailors meet new challenges every day, the equipment is 
useless on its own. 

"At the end of our day, it's our Sailors who make the 
Navy go 'Zoom!'" West said. "As I speak right now, 50,000 of 
our Sailors are underway or deployed. The surface force is a 

huge part of that. They're worldwide, they're ready and they're 
out there making a huge difference for us. 

"That's how we operate. From the beginning of the Navy 
to now, we've been out there forward deployed doing the j-o-b 
and we're doing it well." 

Other first-day speakers included Marine Maj. Gen. 
Timothy C. Hanifen, Expeditionary Warfare Division director, 
Rear Adm. Thomas S. Rowden, Surface Warfare Division 
director and Master Chief Petty Officer of the Coast Guard 
Michael P. Leavitt. The symposium continues through Jan. 12. 

The Surface Navy Association (SNA) was incorporated in 
1985 to promote greater coordination and communication 
among those in the military, business and academic 
communities who share a common interest in Naval Surface 
Warfare and to support the activities of Surface Naval Forces. 

Surface Warriors Unite 
(NAVY LIVE 10 JAN 12) 
Beginning January 10th military, government and 

industry personnel are in Arlington, Va. for the 24th annual 
National Surface Navy Association Symposium. The 3-day 
event brings together Sailors from around the fleet who are 
part of the Naval Surface Warfare community. 

54,712 Surface Warriors make up this dedicated group of 
professionals who focus on developing one of the critical areas 
of the Navy’s ability to provide national security, through 
partnerships with other military, government and industry 
professionals. One of those Surface Navy Warriors, LT Scott 
Cheney-Peters, was on scene for the day’s events and gives us 
some of the highlights. 

View Clip (RT: 0:36) 
The highlight of Day 1 was the keynote remarks by Chief 

of Naval Operations Admiral Jonathan Greenert. In his 
remarks CNO discussed the current strategic landscape, his 
sailing directions, upcoming challenges (10-15 years out), and 
areas where the Navy and Industry can work better together. 

“As we work through the budget deliberation — 
work through that large number — we need to consider 
the industrial base. As I look at the industrial base I am 
comfortable with the situation we have, but we have to 
look beyond just shipbuilding. We need to consider 
weapons, sensors — key areas like nuclear 
components. If we lose some of those key areas — it 
will be very hard to reconstitute.” – Admiral Jonathan 
Greenert, Chief of Naval Operations 
Vice Adm. Hunt linked the majority of his remarks to the 

3 tenants of the CNO’s Sailing Directions – commenting that 
they provided great direction and aligned exactly with the 
Surface Warfare Community. 

Warfighting First 

 Providing credible combat power with properly 
manned, trained, and equipped Surface forces. 

 Fully capable of prevailing in every situation – now 
and in the future 

 Focused on ensuring surface platform wholeness 
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Operate Forward 

 The Surface Force is reaching out in the Asia-Pacific, 
Middle East, and strategic cross roads across the 
globe. 

 Engagement with others, the Surface Force brings 
direct “Contact” with others. Contact directly equates 
to influence and we are the best community in DOD 
to provide this, alongside our Marine partners, 
operating from our Amphibious ships. 

 We provide the full spectrum of capability from 
HA/DR (Theater Security Cooperation) through 
major combat operations we assure our allies; deter 
our adversaries; and we encourage those, yet 
undecided, to join our camp. 

Be Ready 

 The enabler for all we do in the Surface Navy. 

 Focus on professionalism . taking ownership of our 
ships 

 Developing resilience – the ability to self sustain for 
periods of time while being opposed by a skilled 
adversary . satellite denial, communications 
jamming, cyber attack. 

 Properly resource our Sailors to be the professionals 
they strive to be every day. 
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CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
7. Navy Using Northrop High-Altitude Drone To Monitor Persian Gulf 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 11 JAN 12) ... Tony Capaccio 

The U.S. Navy is using its first high-altitude drone, part 
of a potential $11 billion program, to monitor Iranian military 
activity and vessel transit in and around the Strait of Hormuz, 
according to service officials. 

The unmanned aerial vehicle built by Northrop Grumman 
Corp. is providing broad coverage of the strategic waterway 
from 60,000 feet, Chief of Naval Operations Admiral Jonathan 
Greenert said yesterday in an interview. 

Black-and-white still images from the drone, known as 
the Broad Area Maritime Surveillance UAV, are beamed to a 
ground station in Maryland and re-transmitted to 5th Fleet 
naval vessels in the region within minutes on average, 
Program Manager Captain Jim Hoke said. 

The drone operation, a 24-hour mission every three days, 
complements the 12-hour sorties flown by manned P-3 
aircraft, with the potential to alert the P-3 to focus on specific 
targets, according to the officials. The drone been used in the 
region since 2009. 

“You get a look at the entire Hormuz swath,” Greenert 
said. While the BAMS drone currently provides still images, 
the Navy’s goal is “to get full mission video,” Greenert said in 
Washington. When airborne, it can survey about half the Gulf, 
officials said. 

The drone’s use demonstrates the importance of 
unmanned aircraft in the Pentagon’s strategy unveiled last 
week. The Navy by 2019 wants to base a BAMS drone in five 
locations, including in the Pacific region, for worldwide 
coverage. 

“It’s got persistence, it’s got nice resolution and clarity,” 
Greenert said. “It’s durable and operating very reliably.” 

The head of Iran’s army warned the U.S. against sending 
an aircraft carrier back through the Strait into the Persian Gulf, 
the state-run Fars news agency said Jan. 3. A week earlier, 
Iranian Vice President Mohammad Reza Rahimi was quoted 
by the Islamic Republic News Agency as saying that his 
nation would block oil shipments through the Strait if 
economic sanctions are imposed to pressure Iran to abandon it 
nuclear program. 

Iran has the ability to block the Strait “for a period of 
time” and the U.S. would take action to reopen it, U.S. Joint 

Chiefs of Staff Chairman General Martin Dempsey said in an 
interview broadcast January 8 on the CBS “Face the Nation” 
program. 

The BAMS UAV is the leading edge of what Falls 
Church, Virginia-based Northrop Grumman anticipates will be 
an $11 billion program to produce 70 aircraft. Five 
demonstration models, such as the one in the Gulf, are on 
contract. 

The Navy plane is part of an international task force that 
includes aircraft of the U.S. 5th Fleet, which is based in 
Bahrain. 

The drone was first deployed to the Gulf in 2009 on a six- 
month stint to demonstrate the technology. Navy officials in 
2010 extended the deployment a year at the request of the 5th 
Fleet in Bahrain. The Navy late last year “indefinitely” 
extended the drone’s Gulf region deployment, said service 
spokeswoman Jamie Cosgrove. 

Defense Secretaries Donald Rumsfeld and Robert Gates 
pressed the military to make greater use of drones. The 
Pentagon’s current aviation plan calls for increasing by 2020 
the number of high-altitude drones to more than 800 from the 
220 today, most operated by the Air Force. 

The Strait, which connects the Persian Gulf with the Gulf 
of Oman and the Arabian Sea, is a chokepoint for seaborne oil 
trade, according to the U.S. Energy Department. Almost 17 
million barrels a day, or about a fifth of oil traded globally, 
crossed the waterway last year, the department said in a report 
Dec. 30. 

Northrop Grumman in 2008 beat Chicago-based Boeing 
Co. and Lockheed Martin Corp. of Bethesda, Maryland, for a 
$1.8 billion contract to develop and build the first two 
demonstration aircraft in the Navy program. Northrop will 
also build three more advanced models under contract. 

The Navy will seek Pentagon permission in 2013 to begin 
building the remaining 65 aircraft, Hoke said. 

“The current plan is that Northrop Grumman would be the 
prime” contractor throughout the program, Hoke said in a 
telephone interview. 

Northrop Grumman spokesman Randy Belote referred all 
questions to the Navy. 
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BAMS imagery is beamed via satellite to a ground 
processing station at the Naval Air Systems Command, 
Patuxent River Naval Station, Maryland. The black and white 
images are re-transmitted within minutes to the Gulf and can 
be accessed with computers by 5th Fleet vessels equipped with 
the Pentagon’s secure SIPRNET Internet, said Hoke. 

“They’ve got it down to minutes from the time something 
is imaged and customers are ready to look at it -- anybody 
with a SIPRNET terminal would be able to look at product,” 
he said. The 5th Fleet watch office is also sending out the 
BAMS images to Navy vessels, he said. 
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8. USS Wasp Prepares For Bold Alligator 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 09 JAN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist Seaman Andrew Rivard, USS Wasp Public Affairs 

USS WASP, At sea -- USS Wasp (LHD 1) returned to sea 
Jan. 9 to conduct qualifications in preparation for Bold 
Alligator 2012 the nation's largest joint/multinational 
amphibious assault exercise in the past 10 years. 

To properly prepare for Bold Alligator, Wasp will spend 
the next week conducting flight and well deck operations to 
allow the ship and various Marine Corps elements to become 
certified for amphibious operations at sea. 

During this at-sea period, Wasp's crew will work jointly 
with U.S. Marines to land and launch AV-8B Harrier aircraft 
and amphibious hovercraft known at landing craft air cushion 
(LCAC) 

"We are treating this training as sort of a dress rehearsal," 
said Ensign Anthony Despota, Wasp's Combat Information 
Center officer. "Not only will we conduct a multitude of flight 
and well deck operations but the Combat Systems department 
will conduct operations with various units while underway to 
test and ensure that all of our equipment will be working 
properly in time for Bold Alligator." 

Exercise Bold Alligator 2012 will focus on the 
fundamental aspects and roles of amphibious operations to 
improve amphibious force readiness and proficiency for 
executing the six core capabilities of the Maritime Strategy - 
forward presence, deterrence, sea control, power projection, 
maritime security and humanitarian assistance/disaster 
response. 

"Wasp's crew will be working 24-7 conducting a variety 
of operations during the day and well into the night so that we 

can ensure that no matter what we have thrown at us we can 
handle the situation with a calm head and successfully 
complete our tasking," said Despota. 

Despota said these evolutions are critical to the success of 
Bold Alligator and all future Navy-Marine Corps missions. 

"This underway period will help us work out any kinks 
we may come across," said Despota. "Successfully completing 
Bold Alligator will help to ensure that we as a naval force will 
be able to complete mission tasking when directed." 

The successful completion of exercise preparations is 
dually critical for Wasp as it is slated to serve as the Bold 
Alligator flagship, placing Wasp in a high visibility position 
during the entire course of the exercise. 

"Wasp will host numerous distinguished visitors 
including high-ranking government officials and foreign 
military personnel," said Despota. "Bold Alligator is an all-
hands evolution requiring all personnel onboard to play their 
parts in helping ensure the exercise is successful." 

Bold Alligator participants include elements of 
Expeditionary Strike Group (ESG) 2, Enterprise Carrier Strike 
Group, Navy Expeditionary Combat Command and 2d Marine 
Expeditionary Brigade. 

Bold Alligator 2012 will allow U.S. service members and 
coalition partners the opportunity to exercise amphibious 
operations in a real-world environment and revitalize the Navy 
Marine Corps' vital core competencies. 

The exercise will run from Jan. 30 through Feb. 12. 
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9. Lincoln Concludes Thailand Port Visit 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 10 JAN 12) ... USS Abraham Lincoln Public Affairs 

LAEM CHABANG, Thailand -- Aircraft carrier USS 
Abraham Lincoln (CVN 72), accompanied by guided-missile 
cruiser Cape St. George (CG 71), departed Laem Chabang, 
Thailand, Jan. 10, following a four-day port visit. 

While in Thailand, Sailors from the two ships visited with 
the people of Thailand, experienced the local culture and 
participated in a series of community service projects 
(COMSERVs) to further strengthen the relationship between 
the two countries. 

Sailors painted schools, cleaned local temples and visited 
with children at schools and medical facilities as part of the 
COMSERVs. 

The Lincoln Chiefs Mess visited with HIV/AIDS-stricken 
children and adults at the Camillian Relief Center in Rayong. 
Chief Religious Program Specialist Elliot Warley said 
spending time with the children was the most worthwhile part 
of his time in Thailand. 

"Even though these kids are sick, they're still kids," 
Warley said. "We interacted with them, we played with them, 
and we gave them toys. It was a really good experience." 

Other highlights from the port visit included tours of 
temples and historic sites, elephant rides, jungle adventure 
tours and visits to the Sriracha Tiger Zoo. 

The visit also included military-to-military talks and ship 
tours for several local groups including Royal Thai navy 
personnel, local businesses and school children. Additionally, 
Lincoln Sailors delivered Project Handclasp supplies to local 
organizations. Project Handclasp, the Navy's worldwide 
outreach program, donates humanitarian, educational and 
goodwill materials to people in need overseas. 

Lincoln, the flagship of Carrier Strike Group (CSG) 9, is 
in the 7th Fleet area of responsibility (AOR) as part of a 
deployment to the western Pacific and Indian Oceans en route 
to support coalition efforts in the 5th Fleet AOR. The visit to 
Thailand was the first port call of Lincoln's 2011-2012 
deployment. 
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CSG 9 is comprised of Lincoln, Cape St. George, Carrier 
Air Wing (CVW) 2 and Destroyer Squadron (DESRON) 9, 
which includes guided-missile destroyers USS Momsen (DDG 
92) and USS Sterett (DDG 104). 

Following deployment, Lincoln will change homeports 
from Everett, Wash., to Norfolk, Va., for a periodic refueling 
complex overhaul. 
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10. USS Reagan Commander Wants Sailors To Work Hard, Play Hard 
(KITSAP (WA) SUN 10 JAN 12) ... Ed Friedrich 

BREMERTON — Twenty-nine hundred Sailors piled off 
the USS Ronald Reagan into the Northwest chill Tuesday, 
days removed from their sunny, sandy San Diego home. 

Lying ahead is a year of ship maintenance at Puget Sound 
Naval Shipyard and Intermediate Maintenance Facility. 

It's not the sexiest part of an aircraft carrier's cycle, but it's 
necessary if the Reagan is to reach its 50-year life expectancy. 
Capt. Thom Burke, the ship's commanding officer, said the 
crew is looking forward to it. 

"I think everybody's excited to be here," he said. "It's kind 
of ironic. We left San Diego a couple days ago with some 
sadness, but every Sailor I talked to the last four days (they 
departed late Friday night) is excited. There's a lot of positive 
energy around the ship right now despite leaving family 
behind." 

Reagan temporarily changed its home port to Bremerton 
so families could move here with their Sailors, but most didn't 
come, not even Burke's. 

"Moving at Christmas two years in a row (including next 
year, when they will return to Southern California) and pulling 
kids out of school twice is even more than I can suffer them to 
do," he said. 

Reagan Sailors and shipyard workers will split 490,000 
man-days during the $218 million renovation. Some crew 
members will work in their own departments. Others, whose 
specialties don't relate to maintenance will learn new tasks, 
and some will travel to other carriers for training. 

"All the Sailors are trained to do a job at sea, but we're 
going to train them to do a lot of things they're not accustomed 

to and get this ship done," said Burke, a Michigan native who 
spent much of his career flying helicopters. 

Naval Base Kitsap provided information about fun things 
to do in the area, Burke said, and he wants his Sailors to take 
advantage of what the Northwest offers. 

"That's been my mantra the past three to four months," he 
said. "We need to get this aircraft carrier in on time and out on 
time, and that's going to require a lot of work. But we're going 
to give them time to hit the ski slopes and enjoy the 
recreational experiences here. Work hard and play hard. They 
understand." 

Reagan has been based in San Diego since 2004 and "if 
you do the math," will probably return there after the 
maintenance period, but that hasn't been announced, Burke 
said. It had a nice trip up the coast. A full moon lit its way in 
the Strait of Juan de Fuca, Rich Passage was "picturesque" on 
Burke's first time through commanding the ship, the voyage 
was relatively quiet because the air wing wasn't along, and the 
Sailors even got to watch some of NFL playoffs. 

It was a couple hours after originally planned when CVN-
76 entered Rich Passage around 12:30 p.m., its deck covered 
with the Sailors' cars, one jet and a large white crane on 
wheels. It was tied up by about 2:30 p.m. 

The ship has been deployed five times in the past six 
years, including being the first U.S. ship to respond off the 
coast of Japan after the March 11 earthquake and tsunami. It 
and Air Wing 14 flew more than 300 sorties and delivered 
more than 350,000 pounds of supplies to isolated areas on the 
damaged coast. 

View Gallery (19 Photos) 
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GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
11. U.S. Rescues Iranians At Sea; Assails Nuke Activity 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 11 JAN 12) ... Robert Burns 

WASHINGTON - A U.S. Coast Guard cutter rescued six 
Iranian mariners from a vessel in distress in the Persian Gulf, 
the second such incident in a week of tension punctuated by 
the Islamic republic's death sentence to a young Iranian-
American man and sharp U.S. criticism of Tehran's uranium 
enrichment activity. 

The latest U.S. complaints about Iran's nuclear activities 
came Tuesday from Secretary of State Hillary Rodham 
Clinton 

The rescue was another reminder of U.S. efforts to 
demonstrate the humanitarian value of its naval presence in 
the Gulf, a strategic waterway that the Iranian government has 
threatened to close in retaliation for international sanctions 
over its nuclear program. The dispute shows only signs of 
escalation. 

Clinton condemned Iran on Tuesday for enriching 
uranium at an underground bunker to a level that can be 

upgraded more quickly than Iran's main stockpile for use in a 
nuclear weapon. Clinton said, however, that Tehran was 
breaking its international obligations and demonstrating a 
"blatant disregard for its responsibilities." 

Iran insists that its program is designed for energy and 
research purposes. Clinton said "there is no plausible 
justification" for its decision to increase enrichment to 20 
percent, which "brings Iran a significant step closer to having 
the capability to produce weapons-grade highly enriched 
uranium." 

She urged Iran to halt its enrichment and return to 
negotiations. Several other countries condemned Iran's move, 
which was confirmed by the U.N. nuclear agency on Monday. 
The enrichment level is higher than the 3.5 percent being 
made at Iran's main plant and can be turned into fissile 
warhead material faster and with less work. 
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Washington and Tehran also are at odds over an Iranian 
court's death sentence Monday for Amir Hekmati, a 28-year-
old former military translator who was born in Arizona and 
graduated from high school in Michigan. Iran says he is a CIA 
spy who tried to incriminate Iran in terrorist activity; the 
Obama administration flatly rejects the accusations. 

Iran on Tuesday confirmed the death penalty decision to 
America's Swiss representatives in Tehran, State Department 
spokeswoman Victoria Nuland said. Switzerland acts as a go-
between in such situations, representing American interests in 
Iran because the U.S. and Iran have no diplomatic relations. 

It is the first time Iran has handed down a sentence of 
capital punishment to a U.S. citizen since the Islamic 
Revolution 33 years ago. Hekmati's family says he was in Iran 
visiting his grandmothers. 

"We strongly condemn the death sentence verdict given to 
Mr. Hekmati," Nuland told reporters. "We maintain, as we 
have from the beginning, that these charges against him are a 
fabrication. We call on the Iranian authorities to release him 
immediately." 

Last Thursday, the U.S. Navy rescued 13 Iranian 
fishermen who had been held captive for more than 40 days by 
pirates in the northern Arabian Sea, just outside the Persian 
Gulf. That happened just days after Tehran warned the United 
States to keep its warships out of the Gulf. The fishermen 
were sent on their way and the 15 pirates were taken aboard 
the aircraft carrier USS John C. Stennis. 

Tuesday's rescue was the fifth time in 14 months that 
American naval forces have aided Iranians at sea, according to 

U.S. Naval Forces Central Command. The biggest was on Feb. 
3, 2011, when the guided-missile cruiser USS Cape St. George 
provided assistance to 16 Iranian mariners on a fishing vessel 
in the Gulf of Oman. 

In the latest incident, Pentagon press secretary George 
Little said the Iranians aboard a cargo boat known as a dhow 
about 50 miles (80 kilometers) southeast of the Iraqi port of 
Umm Qasr used flares and flashlights to hail the cutter 
Monomoy at 3 a.m. local time. The vessel's master indicated 
that his engine room was flooding and "deemed not 
seaworthy," Little said. 

In a more detailed account, U.S. Naval Forces Central 
Command, based in Bahrain, said two of the Iranians were 
rescued from the dhow and four from a life raft tied to the 
vessel's stern. After being fed and provided blankets and 
water, the Iranians were transferred to an Iranian coast guard 
vessel, the Naji 7. 

In its written account, Naval Forces Central Command 
quoted the dhow's owner, identified as Hakim Hamid-Awi, as 
telling the Americans, "Without your help, we were dead. 
Thank you for all that you did for us." 

In that account, a civilian interpreter aboard the 
Monomoy quoted the captain of the Iranian coast guard vessel 
as saying he "sends his regards and thanks to our captain and 
all crewmen for assisting and taking care of the Iranian sailors. 
Wishes us the best and thanks us for our cooperation." 

The Monomoy is assigned to a naval task force of the 
U.S. Naval Forces Central Command. 
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12. Iran's Roar Shows Widening Sway Of Military 
Iran’s Taunts To West Amid Nuclear Tensions Show State-Of-Siege Direction By Military 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 10 JAN 12) ... Brian Murphy 

DUBAI, United Arab Emirates — In the high desert along 
Iran's Afghan border this week, soldiers from the powerful 
Revolutionary Guard practiced ambush tactics in subzero 
temperatures. Next month, the Guard's warships are expected 
to resume battle drills near Gulf shipping lanes that carry 
much of the world's oil. 

Iran looks like a country preparing for war. But Tehran's 
leaders are already using whatever leverage they can muster 
— including military displays and threats to choke off Gulf oil 
tanker traffic — to counter international pressure against the 
Iranian nuclear program. 

A month after Iran embarrassed Washington with the 
capture of a CIA spy drone, the messages from the Islamic 
Republic couldn't be clearer or more taunting: Tehran could 
turn the hook-shaped Strait of Hormuz into a dead end for 
tankers and hold the world economy hostage as payback for 
tighter U.S.-led sanctions. 

Despite Iran's escalating tough talk, there are 
contradictions and complications that cast doubt on the 
likelihood of drastic military action by Tehran that could 
trigger a Gulf conflict. It also shows how much Iran's foreign 
policies are now shaped by its military commanders as the 
country views itself in a virtual state of war with Western 
powers and their allies. 

It appears to be part of the kind of seesaw brinksmanship 
that has become an Iranian hallmark: Pushing to the edge with 
the West and then retreating after weighing the reactions. 

"Iran sees pressures coming from all sides and sanctions 
seem to be taking a major bite," said Salman Shaikh, director 
of The Brookings Doha Center in Qatar. "Iran's military is 
stepping up as the outside threats increase. This could well be 
the year that defines the direction of the Iran showdown." 

Iran has rolled out its troops and arsenals in an 
unprecedented display of military readiness. It wrapped up 
naval maneuvers earlier this month that included the first 
threats to block Gulf oil tankers. Ground forces also were sent 
on winter war games — against what a Tehran military 
spokesman called a "hypothetical enemy" — with U.S. forces 
just over the border in Afghanistan. 

And the Revolutionary Guard — by far the strongest 
military force in Iran — said it will send its ships for more 
exercises in February near the Strait of Hormuz, which funnels 
down to a waterway no wider than 30 miles (50 kilometers) at 
the mouth of the Gulf. The U.S. and allies have told Iran that 
any attempts to blockade the strait would invite retaliation. 

In response, Iran's defense minister, Gen. Ahmad Vahidi, 
tried to shift the blame to the presence of Western forces in the 
region. 

"The point is if anybody wants to jeopardize security of 
the Persian Gulf, then it will be jeopardized for all," the 
website of state TV quoted Vahidi as saying Sunday. 

For many Iranians, sanctions that could target Iran's oil 
exports are disturbingly reminiscent of the U.N.-imposed 
limits on Iraq's oil industry in the 1990s. 
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Mahmoud Shekari, the owner of a bookshop in the 
wealthy Tehran neighborhood of Vanak, sniffed: "If we 
cannot sell our oil, why should others be able to export?" 

Ninia Eskandari, a 20-year-old music student, boasted 
that the "Strait of Hormuz is ours. ... We can block it if others 
want to damage us." 

For the moment, it's unlikely to reach that potentially 
explosive point, analysts said. 

Iran naval forces are significantly outgunned by Western 
flotillas, including the U.S. 5th Fleet based in Bahrain that can 
draw on aircraft carriers and other warships in the Indian 
Ocean and taking part in anti-piracy patrols off the Horn of 
Africa. Britain is also deploying one of its biggest destroyers, 
HMS Daring, to the Gulf. 

"Iran knows it cannot realistically close off the strait," 
said Paul Rogers, who follows international defense affairs at 
Bradford University in Britain. "It can, however, try to keep 
Western forces guessing and on edge. They are good at doing 
that." 

Iran also knows that blocking oil flow in the Gulf would 
bring serious self-inflicted wounds. Iran counts on oil for 
about 80 percent of its foreign currency earnings. Any 
disruptions would immediately start draining Iran's treasury 
and leave its main oil customers, including China, India and 
South Korea, scrambling for new suppliers. As Iranian affairs 
analyst Afshin Molavi quipped: Closing the strait for Iran 
would be "akin to a man purposely blocking a coronary 
artery." 

Iran's increased military focus is also, in some ways, a 
reply to threats of possible pre-emptive strikes against its 
nuclear sites. 

In November, Israeli Defense Minister Ehud Barak said 
his country will not "take any option off the table," a clear 
reference to military action. Last week, U.S. Defense 
Secretary Leon Panetta called for Israel to "work together" 
with Washington on emphasizing diplomatic and economic 
pressures on Iran. 

The goal of the current showdown seems aimed at making 
the U.S. and Europe think twice about implementing tough 
new sanctions that take aim at Iran's Central Bank and ability 
to make oil sales. Iran's economy minister called it "economic 
war." 

Iran already portrays itself as locked in a battle of wits 
against alleged Western agents and plots. 

On Monday, state television said a former U.S. Marine 
interpreter, Amir Mirzaei Hekmati, has been sentenced to 
death after being convicted of being a CIA spy. The Obama 
administration rejected the claims against Hekmati, an Iranian-
American born in Arizona, and called the prosecution a 
political ploy. 

Last month, Iran managed to capture a sophisticated CIA 
drone, known as RQ-170 Sentinel, and displayed the 
apparently intact aircraft on state TV alongside a banner that 
read "The U.S. cannot do a damn thing" — a quotation from 
Iran's late supreme leader, Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini. 
Another banner depicted the American flag with skulls instead 
of stars. 

Iran also has accused the U.S., Israel and their allies of 
waging cyberwarfare campaigns targeting nuclear facilities 
and being behind the killings of at least two Iranian scientists 
since 2010. Iran insists, however, that a Nov. 12 explosion at 
an ammunition depot that killed the top Revolutionary Guard 
missile commander and at least 20 others was an accident 
despite persistent speculation that it was sabotage. 

"In this climate of feeling under siege, the Revolutionary 
Guard has found fertile ground to take control of policies and 
strategies," said Theodore Karasik, a security expert at the 
Dubai-based Institute for Near East and Gulf Military 
Analysis. "How Iran deals with the sanctions and the West is 
now all dictated, in one way or another, by the military." 

It's been taking shape for years. The Revolutionary Guard 
— whose network stretches from Iran's missile programs to 
neighborhood militias — has always held a privileged role in 
policy-making as guardians of the cleric-led establishment. 
But the Guard's sway was sharply expanded after it took 
charge of the crackdown on the opposition after President 
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad's disputed re-election in June 2009. 

The Guard's planned naval exercises next month near the 
Strait of Hormuz — following similar war games by the 
regular navy that began in December — are certain to 
reinforce the perception that Iran's theocracy is increasingly 
comfortable with letting the military set the tone, said security 
analyst Karasik. 

"The bigger questions now are: How far will the 
Revolutionary Guard go with the upcoming naval drills and 
other actions to challenge the U.S. and the West?" he said. 
"How far are they willing to go to push back against the 
Western pressures?" 

Ehsan Ahrari, a political analyst and commentator based 
in northern Virginia, said Iran's military is seen as the best 
option to "unite the country" as sanctions bite deeper and 
Washington seeks to turn up the heat on Tehran's leadership. 

"Iran and the United States are playing their games," he 
said. "One is full of hubris and the other is full of pride and 
awful resentment." 

A cartoon in the Abu Dhabi-based newspaper The 
National shows Iran and the U.S. gesturing at each from 
respective lecterns. The microphones were drawn to represent 
matches. 
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13. Going Large 
Asian Navies Shift To Bigger Vessels, Downplay Littoral Ops 
(DEFENSE NEWS 09 JAN 12) ... Wendell Minnick 

TAIPEI - As Western navies build fewer aircraft carriers, 
destroyers and submarines, Asian navies are moving in the 
opposite direction, ignoring the littorals with construction and 
procurement of larger warships and submarines. 

The U.S. and Europe have stepped back from larger 
platforms designed for the Cold War and invested in smaller 

platforms such as the U.S. Navy’s Freedom Class Littoral 
Combat Ship (LCS). 

But this is not the case in East Asia and the Pacific, where 
there have been increases in spending on destroyers and 
submarines in Australia, China, India, Japan, South Korea and 
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Taiwan, said Bob Nugent, vice president of naval advisory 
services at AMI International based in Seattle. 

One of the most notable cases involves Taiwan's 
procurement of four Kidd-class guided missile destroyers and 
plans to procure eight submarines. Japan and South Korea 
have also invested heavily in guided missile destroyers 
equipped with advanced phased array radars. 

Even in budget-challenged Southeast Asian countries, the 
trend has been a shift from smaller to larger platforms, such as 
frigates and large corvettes. Examples include Singapore's 
Formidable-class frigates, Indonesia's SIGMA-class corvettes, 
Malaysia's recent decision on the SGPV/LCS frigates, and 
Vietnam's plan to buy SIGMAS and the pending delivery of 
Russian-built Kilo-class submarines. 

The main reason regional navies are ignoring littoral 
capabilities has to do with geography. In the region, "the home 
team enjoys an enormous advantage of range and proximity 
and the attacker would have to be prepared to conduct pre-
emptive strikes against the coast state's bases before 
conducting operations in the littoral," said Sam Bateman a 
regional naval specialist at the S. Rajaratnam School of 
International Studies, Nanyang Technological University, in 
Singapore. 

The U.S. Navy should "think twice" about deploying 
classic sea control/power projection capabilities, such as 
carrier battle groups, within range of subs and land-based 
strike aircraft, Bateman said. The U.S. Navy's new LCS will 
be "hugely vulnerable without close-air support and that 
cannot be guaranteed." 

The U.S. and Singapore have recently agreed to allow the 
U.S. Navy to station the LCS in Singapore. 

Air support is the "elephant in the room" with littoral 
warfare, Bateman said. Littoral warfare is dependent on fire 
support directed against targets on land, either from aircraft 
close-air support or naval gunfire. Despite all the advances 
with missiles, "the big caliber naval gun remains an attractive 
and effective way of putting down fire in coastal areas." 

Another problem in the Asia-Pacific has been increased 
tension over exclusive economic zone (EEZ) claims, 

particularly in the South China Sea. Many countries, including 
China, claim restrictions over naval operations in their EEZs. 

Some within the region have invested in stealthy vessels 
to avoid detection in the littoral environment. Singapore's 
Formidable-class frigates are based on the stealthy French-
built La Fayette-class frigates and Singapore's ST Engineering 
is conducting research to develop the 27-meter Stealth 
Interceptor and 57-meter Stealth Patrol Vessel. 

Taiwan wants to build a stealthy 900-ton catamaran 
corvette and is manufacturing a stealthy 180-ton fast-attack 
missile patrol boat, armed with Hsiung Feng-2 anti-ship 
missiles. The stealthy SIGMA-class corvettes procured by 
Indonesia and now being considered by Vietnam are other 
examples. For Asian countries dealing with the littoral issue, 
the challenge is finding the right investment balance among 
intelligence, surveillance and reconnaissance (ISR) and 
defensive and offensive technologies, Nugent said. 
"Unmanned systems are critical to ISR and defense in the 
littoral now and will become more so for offensive littoral 
warfare as unmanned maritime systems are more widely 
armed for all domains in the future," he said. Investments in 
better sensors and C4ISR are the other areas where the "gaps 
that create vulnerabilities in ship's self-defense against 
missiles and torpedoes in the littoral are getting a lot of 
attention." 

Another area of growing interest is the use of unmanned 
surface vehicles (USV) and unmanned underwater vehicles 
(UUV). ST Engineering is developing the 9-meter Venus USV 
ostensibly for harbor patrol, but the vessel has potential for 
littoral warfare. 

USVs and UUVs will be "particularly useful for littoral 
warfare as they can be launched outside the EEZ or 
convenient surveillance range of the coastal state, which is 
unlikely to have the capabilities of detecting them," Bateman 
said. "They can be used for surveillance/intelligence collection 
and as an offensive weapon — to lay mines or fire torpedoes," 
he said. There is also potential for anti-submarine warfare, but 
that capability is as yet "unrealized." 
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14. Vietnam Prepares To Better Protect Its S. China Sea Claims 
(THE CHINA POST (TAIWAN) 10 JAN 12) 

SINGAPORE -- Vietnam is taking a page from China's 
strategic playbook to better protect its territorial claims in the 
disputed South China Sea. Observers have long understood 
that the cross-Taiwan Strait military balance would begin 
tipping in China's favor around now, and that Beijing is 
pursuing broader security interests beyond this longstanding 
contest with Taiwan. 

But its strategic ambitions require China to have military 
capabilities that could counter any challenge by the United 
States. 

Together with a broad-based modernization of the 
People's Liberation Army (PLA) and a strengthening of its 
nuclear deterrent, China initially addressed this problem 
through its asymmetric “assassin's mace” strategy. 

Rather than seeking to match Washington's extensive 
arsenal, Beijing looked to undermine its effectiveness — for 
example, through the development of anti-satellite weapons. 

This approach has now been refined through a concept 
known as anti-access/area denial (A2/AD), which involves 
establishing maritime exclusion zones that considerably 
complicate offensive operations. With this, China is clearly 
targeting the potential involvement of American aircraft 
carrier battle groups in any conflict over Taiwan. 

The clearest illustration of this strategy involves ongoing 
efforts by the PLA to develop the DF-21D anti-ship ballistic 
missile, whose promised range exceeds 1,500 km. This could 
significantly affect U.S. naval operations in the Asia-Pacific 
region — and any naval ambitions of China's Asian neighbors. 

But A2/AD involves more than any single weapon, as a 
recent article in American Interest magazine explained: 

“China's military is acquiring extended-range, precision-
guided ballistic and supersonic cruise missiles to target U.S. 
and allied ports, airbases and aircraft carriers, making it much 
more difficult to deploy forces and conduct air strikes,” wrote 
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Jim Thomas of the Center for Strategic and Budgetary 
Assessments. 

“It is building up its integrated air defense network to 
locate and attack all but the stealthiest approaching aircraft. Its 
burgeoning fleet of submarines is intended to hunt down U.S. 
and allied surface ships. 

“China's anti-ship cruise missile batteries can fend off an 
approaching amphibious force. China has also demonstrated 
the ability to hold U.S. low-earth orbit satellites at risk (and) it 
has also established a Fourth Department of the PLA 
dedicated to conducting offensive cyber network attacks. 

“Together, these capabilities enable China to backstop its 
growing diplomatic assertiveness with an increasingly 
expansive and credible “keep-out zone,” within which it will 
be far more difficult for U.S. forces to operate.” 

Thomas argues that Washington's response must include 
support allowing its friends and allies in the region to develop 
their own A2/AD capabilities. 

But, irrespective of U.S. policy, this is something Hanoi 
has already figured out. 

Like China, Vietnam faces the same dilemma in seeking 
to counter a potential adversary of superior military capability. 

Hanoi's acquisitions of the Su-30MK multi-role fighter 
and the Gepard-class frigate are indicative of its A2/AD effort. 
Rather than looking at the numbers involved, consider the 
armament. 

The fighter's weapons fit is thought to include the Kh-
59MK anti-ship cruise missile which has a 115-km range, 
while the frigate carries the Kh-35E anti-ship missile. The 
latter has an operational range of 130 km and can attack 
vessels of up to 5,000 tons. 

Hanoi's outstanding order for six Kilo- class submarines 
fits significantly into this mix as well. The weapons fit is 
expected to include the sea-skimming 3M-54 Klub anti-ship 
missile, ranging up to 300 km. 

Meanwhile, land-based coastal defense has recently been 
strengthened through the Extended Range Artillery Munition 
obtained from Israel, a short-range ballistic missile effective 
beyond 150km, while air defense capabilities were bolstered 
by three sophisticated Vera passive radio locators from Czech 
Republic. Washington initially blocked the Vera sale but later 
reversed its decision. 

These and similar initiatives show that Vietnam would be 
no pushover were the PLA to try seizing the South China Sea. 
Mirroring Beijing's A2/AD strategy, Hanoi is introducing 
capabilities that threaten to make any Chinese adventurism 
there more complex and more costly than a simple comparison 
of air and naval assets suggests. 

Vietnamese military planners, with decades of combat 
experience behind them, have reached this solution 
themselves. But Thomas, in his article for American Interest, 
comes to a similar conclusion. 

“The most important shift the United States needs to 
make is to become a systemic enabler of a more distributed 
network of allied defenses,” he wrote. “Rather than designing 
military systems principally to arm U.S. forces, America must 
help allies build their own anti-access capabilities.” 

Japan is among those already considering how it might 
proceed. But beyond that, one analyst told The Straits Times: 
“There is a clear trend emerging.” 
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15. U.S. 7th Fleet Chief Comes To VN 
(VIET NAM NEWS 11 JAN 12) 

HANOI — Commander of the U.S. 7th Fleet, Vice 
Admiral Scott H. Swift, is making a working visit to Viet 
Nam. 

He was received by Lieutenant General Vo Van Tuan, 
Deputy Chief of the General Staff of the Viet Nam People's 
Army yesterday, who congratulated the Commander on his 
appointment as head of the U.S. 7th Fleet. 

Defence ties between Viet Nam and the U.S. were being 
promoted in such areas as delegation exchange, training, 

military medicine, search and rescue and overcoming the 
aftermath of the war in Viet Nam, Tuan said. 

Vice Admiral Swift said Viet Nam and the U.S. had seen 
progress in co-operation, especially since the two countries 
signed a memorandum of understanding on bilateral defence 
co-operation at the deputy minister level. 

He said he would do his utmost to develop co-operation 
between the two countries. 
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16. Philippines Ready To Validate Claim To Spratlys In U.N. Forum 
(PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 11 JAN 12) ... Jerry E. Esplanada 

The Philippines is prepared to validate its claim to the 
Spratlys and other territories in the West Philippine Sea under 
the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea 
(UNCLOS) and is inviting China to do the same with its own 
claims, according to Foreign Secretary Albert del Rosario. 

All conflicting claims should be resolved based on the 
rules-based regime of the UNCLOS if the disputes in the West 
Philippine Sea (South China Sea) are to be peacefully and 
finally settled, Del Rosario said in a press statement Tuesday. 

The foreign secretary was reacting to a Chinese foreign 
ministry statement which dismissed as “groundless” the 
Philippines’ claims that the Chinese Navy had entered 
Philippine waters. 

‘Groundless’ 
China “will not accept the groundless accusations from 

the Philippines side,” said Chinese foreign ministry 
spokesperson Liu Weinin, who added that he “[hoped] the 
Philippines will not create something from nothing and cause 
disturbances.” 

In his statement, Del Rosario said the Philippines 
considered “our valuable and long-standing friendship with 
China to be one that is based on mutual respect and equality.” 

“The Philippines prepared to validate our claims under 
UNCLOS and we cordially invite China to join us in 
endeavoring to validate its claims,” he said. 
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China, the Philippines and four other claimant Asian 
countries have been locked in a tense dispute over potentially 
oil- and gas-rich areas in the Spratly island chain. 

Escoda Shoal 
The Philippines and Vietnam have separately accused 

Chinese vessels of repeatedly intruding into Spratlys areas 
under their control and sabotaging oil explorations in their 
regular territorial waters in the first six months of last year. 

In the latest flaring of tensions, the Philippines last 
weekend protested to Beijing the alleged intrusion of three 
Chinese Navy ships near the Sabina (Escoda) Shoal on 
December 11 and 12. 

Escoda Shoal lies within the Philippines’ internationally 
recognized 200-mile exclusive economic zone (EEZ) and is 
“within Philippine sovereignty and maritime jurisdiction,” Del 
Rosario said. 

However, China claims all of the South China Sea, 
including the entire Spratlys island chain. 

Insisting that the Escoda Shoal lay within its territory, 
China said it saw nothing wrong with the passage of three 
Chinese vessels near the sandbar in the West Philippine Sea, 
said the Department of Foreign Affairs (DFA). 

According to DFA spokesperson Raul Hernandez, the 
Chinese charge d’affaires in Manila had “verbally said that 
Sabina Shoal has a Chinese name and is within their territorial 
jurisdiction.” 

Hernandez did not say what the foreign office planned to 
do next after it filed a diplomatic protest against the latest 
intrusion by Chinese ships into the country’s EEZ. 

Del Rosario called the Chinese intrusions “clear 
violations of the 2002 Association of Southeast Asian 
Nations-China Declaration on the Conduct of Parties in the 
South China Sea, as well as the United Nations Convention on 
the law of the Sea.” 
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17. Russian Warships Leave Syrian Port Of Tartus 
(RIA NOVOSTI 10 JAN 12) 

MOSCOW - A Russian naval task force, led by the 
Admiral Kuznetsov aircraft carrier, has left the Syrian port of 
Tartus after a three-day visit, Russia’s Northern Fleet said in a 
statement on Tuesday. 

The task force called on the Syrian port on Sunday amid 
ongoing bloody protests in Syria against the rule of President 
Bashar al-Assad. Some media reports said the visit of the 
Russian warships was a signal of Russia’s support for Assad’s 
regime but the Russian military denied any connections of the 
visit with the political situation in the country. 

“The naval task force has completed its visit to the Syrian 
port of Tartus with the aim of replenishing [food and water] 
provisions. The warships left the Syrian territorial waters on 
Tuesday afternoon and continued on their route in accordance 
with their schedule,” the statement said. 

Syria’s SANA news agency reported earlier that it viewed 
the visit of the Russian warships as a sign of solidarity with 
Syria saying that the country “highly respects Russia’s 
honorable stance in support of the Syrian people.” 

The Russian Defense Ministry repeatedly stated that the 
purpose of the visit at the Syrian port was to replenish water 
and food supplies during the naval task force’s long-term 
training mission in the Atlantic and the Mediterranean. 

Russia maintains a Soviet-era naval maintenance site near 
Tartus and it is the country’s only military foothold in the 
Mediterranean. Moscow is planning to modernize the facility 
to accommodate large warships, including missile cruisers and 
even aircraft carriers after 2012. 
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18. Russia’s Fire-Damaged Nuclear Sub To Be Repaired On Time - Rogozin 
(RIA NOVOSTI 10 JAN 12) 

MURMANSK - Russia’s nuclear submarine damaged by 
fire in a dry dock in late December will be repaired and put 
back into combat duty according to schedule, Russian Deputy 
Prime Minister Dmitry Rogozin said on Tuesday. 

On December 29, the outer hull of the Yekaterinburg 
Delta-class nuclear submarine caught fire during repairs at a 
shipyard in the northwest Russian Murmansk Region. Seven 
crewmembers and two rescuers were injured as they battled 
the fire, which was put out the following day. 

Rogozin inspected the damaged submarine on Tuesday 
and later told journalists that he is “now more optimistic than 
late last year.” 

“We have inspected the submarine, all of its 
compartments, and the forward compartment was damaged. 
We have also come to technical solutions, which would allow 
the submarine to be repaired and returned to the fleet in due 
time,” Rogozin said but did not specify the date. 

The official added that all those guilty in the incident 
would be named after an investigative commission completes 
its work. 

Military investigators already opened a criminal case 
under the statute “destruction or damage of military property 
due to negligence.” 

Fire safety violations during routine maintenance works 
are seen as the most likely cause of the blaze at the floating 
repair dock. 

The K-84 Yekaterinburg nuclear submarine is one of 
seven Delta-IV class submarines in service, all deployed in the 
Northern Fleet. It carries 16 Sineva (NATO classification 
"Skiff") submarine-launched ballistic missiles. 

The Delta-IV class submarines are the core of the naval 
component of the Russian nuclear triad at present and may 
remain in service for another 10 years. 
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19. Greece, Israel Pledge To Boost Defense Ties 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 10 JAN 12) 

ATHENS - Greece and Israel pledged to boost defense 
cooperation with a view to improving regional stability, their 
defense ministers told reporters Jan. 10. 

"We are committed to work together to deepen our 
relations in defense and security," said Israel's Ehud Barak. 
"We have to be prepared for many kinds of developments... 
We must think ahead of time and work together." 

Traditionally pro-Arab Greece, which did not officially 
recognize Israel until 1991, has stepped up efforts to attract 
investment and expertise to shore up its debt-struck economy. 

The two countries are trying to "make up for lost time,” 
Greek Defence Minister Dimitris Avramopoulos said, 
asserting Greece's "commitment to deepening the alliance with 
Israel ... in the name of friendship, peace and stability for all 
the peoples of the region.” 

Barak's two-day visit is the fourth by a senior Israeli 
official in 17 months. Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu visited in August 2010, followed by Foreign 
Minister Avigdor Lieberman in January 2011 and Deputy 
Foreign Minister Danny Ayalon in November, when Israel 
hosted a joint exercise with the Greek air force. 

He said their cooperation was "honest and sincere (and) 
not directed against anyone,” in a reference to Turkey, 
formerly a staunch ally of Israel but now on deteriorating 
terms with the Jewish state. 

"To the contrary, this cooperation can create new sources 
of wealth for the entire region," Avramopoulos said at a time 
when Greece, lumbered with a severe debt crisis, hopes for 
economic benefits from closer ties with Israel. 

Athens is keenly interested in Israel's economic 
rapprochement with traditional Greek ally Cyprus to develop 
undersea gas deposits in the eastern Mediterranean. 

Pro-Palestinian Greek activists meanwhile have 
denounced Barak's visit, with a rights group calling him a 
"war criminal,” and were set to stage a protest in central 
Athens later in the day. 

Last July, Greece banned a flotilla of ships headed for 
Gaza from leaving its ports on a mission to break the Israeli 
blockade of the Palestinian territory. 

An Israeli raid last year on another Gaza-bound aid 
flotilla left nine pro-Palestinian activists dead, all of them 
Turks or of Turkish origin, and precipitated a diplomatic crisis 
with Greece's regional rival Turkey. 
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PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
20. Officials Tweak Training Programs To Reflect Policy Changes 
Navy Developing 2-Tiered Setup For Junior, Senior Sailors 
(NAVY TIMES 16 JAN 12) ... Mark D. Faram 

Commanders need to get more involved in their 
command's general military training programs, Navy officials 
stressed as they released the 2012 GMT course lineup. 

This year's five mandatory training topics are the same as 
those required the past two years. Officials say the courses 
have been updated and reworked to reflect changes to Navy 
policy. 

In addition, officials recommend six topics they want 
commanders to teach. The topics were announced Dec. 19 in 
NAVADMIN 396/11. 

Policy changes reflected in the new course material 
include the recent repeal of the "don't ask, don't tell" policy on 
gay service members serving openly. 

Also, two versions of many courses will be offered — one 
directed at sailors E-5 and below, the other for E-6s and 
above. 

"We are constantly tweaking these courses to keep them 
fresh," said Jean Kirchner, training director at the Center for 
Personal and Professional Development, which writes and 
distributes the course material for topics chosen by senior 
Navy leadership. 

Mandatory topics, including training on alcohol abuse, 
sexual harassment and suicide prevention, must be presented 
in person by commands. 

"We recommend that commands use their subject-matter 
experts as well as their command training teams in all these 
areas to do the actual training — that gets them recognized by 
the command as experts and ensures the best possible 
training," Kirchner said. 

For example, the course on responsible alcohol use should 
be taught by the command's drug and alcohol counselor. 
Those experts use a course's basic outlines but can customize 
their presentations with their experiences and knowledge. 

"That really makes these topics live for those in the 
course — when the instructor puts themselves into it," 
Kirchner said. 

Officials want command leadership to be involved in 
giving the mandatory classroom training, she said, though not 
necessarily by teaching the courses themselves. 

"Think of it as a chance to have a conversation with your 
sailors, those under your command," Kirchner said. "We 
recommend that the commander kick off the training and 
introduce the SMEs. We also recommend they stick around, 
be involved in the training and any discussion that ensues — it 
really helps set the tone." 

Recognizing sailors may need different information in 
some areas as they move up the ranks, Kirchner said CPPD is 
developing two versions of some courses. 

The updated operational stress control and sexual 
harassment training units have a version targeting those E-5 
and below, as well as one for E-6 and above. 

Kirchner said that paygrade cutoff isn't hard and fast, 
noting that some junior sailors may have more of a 
supervisory role and need the more senior version of the 
course. 

"We will, of course, let commands decide that," she said. 
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21. People Form Defense Strategy’s Centerpiece, Official Says 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 10 JAN 12) ... Jim Garamone 

WASHINGTON – People are the centerpiece of the new 
defense strategy guidance that President Barack Obama 
released last week, the deputy undersecretary of defense for 
strategy, plans and forces said here yesterday. 

Kathleen Hicks told the Pentagon Channel that the new 
guidance calls for a military force sized to handle the 
operational environment in the world today, and that the force 
will not be like that of the past 10 years. 

Rather, she said, the strategy guidance says the country is 
best served through having forward-deployed military forces 
present abroad. 

While technology is an incredible enabler, “what we 
understand today is that nothing substitutes for the quality of 
our trained, equipped and ready force, and that’s our focus for 
the future,” she said. 

The strategy guidance uses information gleaned from the 
2010 Quadrennial Defense Review, Hicks said, but the 
situation in two short years has changed. “Now we have a 
changed fiscal environment, the Arab Awakening, the end of 
U.S. operations in Iraq, and [we are] looking forward 
transition in Afghanistan,” she said. Changes in Iranian 
behavior and other factors also were considered in the new 
guidance, she added. 

The Budget Control Act signed last year calls for the 
Defense Department to cut $487 billion over 10 years. But 
even without this impetus, DOD would be incorporating the 
lessons learned from 10 years of war, she said. 

The strategy guidance has some concrete changes to past 
strategy, Hicks said. “We have been looking toward Asia more 
and maintaining our presence in the Middle East, but now we 
have to bring new focus to those primary emphases to 
ensuring we have the right mix of capabilities for our special 
operators all the way up to the high ends of warfare,” she 
explained. The emphasis, she added, is particularly in the air, 
naval, cyber and space domains. 

But people remain the bedrock capability, Hicks said. The 
message from DOD to service members is “we are looking out 
for you, we are making sure that any drawdown that does 
occur comes with appropriate transition incentives and 
capabilities that we can help people transition to civilian life,” 
she added. 

For service members who opt to stay in the military, 
department leaders will make sure they have the pay and 
benefits they deserve, and that family programs will remain in 
place, she said. 

The country will continue to need a strong and capable 
National Guard and reserve components, Hicks said. But there 
are constraints there as well. 

“We will have to draw down somewhat, but those who 
remain will be well taken care of,” she said. “What we can 
really offer now that we haven’t been able to do for some time 
is a more sustainable tempo.” This means employers of 
reserve-component service members will be able to plan for 
military absences. 

The president worked very closely with DOD leaders, 
including the combatant commanders, to understand all the 
nuances of a new defense strategy, Hicks said. She called it a 
very collaborative and inclusive process. 

In the field, there will be a growing focus on building 
partnership capacity in Asia, as well as more exercises and 
more opportunity to get high-end training. “We will still 
maintain [counterinsurgency] skill sets that are so vital, but we 
will begin to have time and opportunity to train on a much 
broader range of potential threats,” she said. 

The biggest risk of any strategy is uncertainty of the 
future, she said. “We don’t know exactly where threats will 
emerge,” she acknowledged. “We don’t know where 
opportunities will emerge and whether we will be able to see 
them in time to take advantage of them. We really have tried 
to develop a balanced force that can take account of that 
uncertainty and be ready to flex to different types of crises that 
may emerge. 

“We think we have brought down risk that we had at the 
highest levels of conflict,” she continued, “by investing in our 
power-projection capabilities.” 

The strategy guidance does pose a risk in the case of 
large-scale, enduring operations like the military has been 
doing in Iraq and Afghanistan, Hicks said. “We believe we’ve 
addressed that risk by building in reversibility to the strategy,” 
she added. 

Defense Department officials are concerned about several 
trends, including a continuing concern that terrorism still is a 
problem, Hicks said. Officials also worry about Iran’s path 
and the country’s push for a nuclear capability. “There is 
opportunity in the Arab Awakening, but there is also 
tremendous uncertainty,” she said. “North Korea remains a 
challenge for the United States and its allies in Asia.” 

The strategy guidance makes sense if the cuts outlined in 
the Budget Control Act remain in force, Hicks said. But all 
bets are off, she added, if a “sequestration” mechanism in the 
law comes into play, doubling the projected defense budget 
cuts. The law calls for sequestration to kick in unless Congress 
acts before January 2013 to override that provision. 
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22. Face Of Defense: Sailor Lives His Military Dream 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 10 JAN 12) ... Marine Corps Cpl. Ed Galo, Regimental Combat Team 6 

FORWARD OPERATING BASE DELARAM II, 
Afghanistan, Jan. 10, 2012 – As a religious program specialist, 
Navy Petty Officer 2nd Class James Vanzella protects 
chaplains and helps them with their daily duties and 
coordinates religious services. 

But Vanzella, a native of Lodi, N.J., had no idea what he 
was about to do when he joined the Navy eight years ago. 
Currently serving in Afghanistan with the Marines of 
Regimental Combat Team 6, he said the biggest reason he 
joined was because almost every male in his family served. 
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“I came into the Navy as an undesignated seaman at 
first,” he said. His first assignment was aboard the USS 
Detroit. 

“I loved it,” he said. “I got to do a little bit of everything 
at first. I loved being stationed on a ship. I miss it sometimes.” 

After becoming a religious program specialist, Vanzella 
spent the next four years in Gaeta, Italy. He then left shore 
duty two years early at Naval Air Station Lakehurst, N.J., to 
deploy here with the Marines. 

“When I was sitting on shore duty, I was going home 
every day, so I felt like I needed to work for something bigger 
than myself,” he explained. “I really enjoy working with 
Marines. I love their pride. You can see they definitely walk a 
little taller than most services.” 

After receiving his orders to a Marine unit, Vanzella had 
to attend a course at Field Medical Training Battalion in Camp 
Lejeune, N.C. to train on the skills, knowledge and abilities to 
serve with the Marine Corps. 

“When I went through field med, I learned a lot about 
Marines and how to live in the field,” he said. “The knowledge 
I gained there will help me if things get rough and I have to 
become a bodyguard for the chaplain.” 

The job also can be spiritually demanding, Vanzella 
noted. 

“I have to be sensitive to all religions,” he said. “I love 
everyone – no matter if you’re Jewish, Baptist or a Jedi – but I 
have to make sure I’m catering to everyone’s needs.” 

Vanzella has impressed the chaplain he supports here. 
“He’s my right-hand man,” said Navy Chaplain (Lt. 

Cmdr.) Mark Tews. “He’s my bodyguard, he’s my admin 
assistant, and he’s well versed with many religious programs 
and how they’re supposed to run. 

“He’s a great guy and I’m very impressed,” continued 
Tews, a native of Alvin, Texas. “After 15 years in the service, 
this is the first time I need a bodyguard. He’s definitely got the 
skills needed. I can trust him and feel safe and confident with 
him next to me.” 

Vanzella said he comes from a big, Italian family in New 
Jersey and jokingly calls himself “a classy Italian” when 
around his peers. 

“I’m very close to my family and had a great childhood 
growing up,” he said. “One of my best memories growing up 
is playing round-robin or baseball at Hilltop [Elementary 
School]. My summers were just like that movie ‘The Sandlot.’ 
There was nothing more fun than running around getting into 
trouble with my friends when I was younger. 

“Right now,” he added, “I’m just enjoying serving my 
country, making my family proud and earning the Vanzella 
name.” 
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FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
23. Navy Sees LCS As Key To Partner Nation Building 
(AOL DEFENSE 10 JAN 12) ... Carlo Munoz 

WASHINGTON - The Navy has long touted the Littoral 
Combat Ship's multimission abilities to support U.S. forces. 
But the next-generation warship will also be key role in 
supporting America's allies across the globe. 

The Navy is pursuing an "aggressive fielding" strategy to 
get the LCS into the fleet, Rear Adm. Thomas Rowden, 
director of the service's surface warfare division, said today. 
Getting the LCS to sea faster gives Navy planners the ability 
to push U.S. warships further forward into regions like the 
Western Pacific, Rowden said during a speech at the Surface 
Navy Association-sponsored symposium in Arlington today. 
Extending American naval presence in places like the South 
China Sea and the Persian Gulf falls in line with the White 
House's new national security strategy. It also puts the Navy in 
a perfect position to make important friends in some very 
dangerous places, Rowden pointed out. 

The adaptability and multimission capability of the LCS 
makes it the perfect ally-building ship for U.S. forces, the 
surface warfare chief said. The LCS, is "less overwhelming to 

our friends and potential friends" than other U.S. warships in 
the fleet, Rowden added. Keeping that type of profile is 
critical to many potential U.S. allies. Many countries who 
want to with with U.S. forces may also be wary of the signal 
an American destroyer or aircraft carrier would sent to 
regional allies and adversaries alike. 

The ship makes just enough of an impression of an 
American presence within a host country, but not so much as 
to cause a backlash against that country, Rowden explained. It 
lets international allies forge stronger ties with the U.S. 
military, but lets them do it "on their terms" he added. So far 
the strategy seems to be working. Last July, Singapore agreed 
to let the Navy permanently station a number of LCSs in their 
territorial waters. Saudi Arabia is looking at acquiring a 
number of LCSs as part of a massive plan to bolster its eastern 
naval fleet. LCS manufacturers Lockheed Martin and Austal 
USA have also been actively pursuing foreign sales of the ship 
to several U.S. allies. 
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24. Destroyer Set To Fuse Air And Ballistic Missile Defense, Admiral Says 
(DEFENSE DAILY 11 JAN 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

The Navy is on track to upgrade an Aegis-equipped 
destroyer this year that will for the first time integrate air-and 
ballistic missile defense on a surface vessel, the service's 
program executive officer for integrated warfare systems said 
yesterday. 

Rear Adm. Jim Syring said at the Surface Navy 
Association symposium that the USS John Paul Jones (DDG-

53), the third of the class of Arleigh Burke destroyers, will 
receive the Multi-Mission Signal Processor (MMSP) in 
September under the fiscal 2012 budget. 

Budget plans call for upgrading two or three of Aegis 
destroyers in subsequent years, he said. 

The Navy's entire fleet of Arleigh Burke destroyers and 
Ticonderoga class cruisers are equipped with the Aegis 
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Combat System for air defense. Only about a combined two 
dozen carry the Aegis Ballistic Missile Defense System. The 
MMSP is designed to enhance data processing to effectively 
fuse the two systems for both missions under the Advanced 
Capability Build 12 (ACB 12). 

Lockheed Martin builds both systems. 

The Navy also is looking to design more commonality 
between the Aegis Combat System on destroyers and cruisers 
with the Raytheon-built Ship Self-Defense System (SSDS), 
which is deployed on aircraft carriers and the Marine Corps' 
fleet of amphibious ships. 

"Having components across Aegis and SSDS is exactly 
where we want to be," Syring said. 
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25. Water Drones 
U.S. Industry, University Take Up Challenge of Robotic Subs 
(DEFENSE NEWS 09 JAN 12) ... Jim Hodges 

The announcement called for technology so new it might 
exist only in the minds of inventors. Prospective contractors 
and analysts routinely compare the endeavor to the search for 
the Holy Grail. 

In this case, the grail is an unmanned submarine smart 
enough to sense and avoid obstructions, powerful enough to 
stay out on months-long missions without detection, and cool 
enough to keep computers from overheating. 

Those are among the challenges facing the companies and 
universities vying to provide ideas to the U.S. Navy about how 
to power and autonomously navigate a Large Displacement 
Unmanned Undersea Vehicle (LDUUV), a development 
project led by the U.S. Office of Naval Research (ONR). 

Proposals were submitted to the office in late September, 
with winners informed Dec. 19, although they won't 
necessarily be publicly identified, ONR said. The Navy wants 
to gather up ideas and technologies from organizations that 
might not be equipped to build an entire vessel. A major 
company then could be hired to integrate the parts. 

At the top of the list of challenges would be power and 
heat. Development of futuristic sensors and processing 
software will be moot if those issues cannot be managed. 
Complicating matters, the Navy has ruled out nuclear power 
because no human would be aboard to address an emergency. 

"People might say, 'I've got the Holy Grail. I've got the 
engine and I've got the fuel,'" said Robert Nowak, an 
independent energy consultant who has run programs for ONR 
and the Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency. But 
that's only true if the heat that engine puts out from that fuel 
doesn't play havoc with the other systems onboard. 

Once those issues are solved, "sensing and avoiding a 
fishing net are going to be the Holy Grail," said Jeff Smith, 
projects manager of Bluefin Robotics, which is working on 
autonomous control for unmanned submarines. "The number 
of dolphins and seals that get caught in nets is not 
insignificant. Let's face it: As smart as we are with unmanned 
vehicles, we're never going to come close to a dolphin or a 
seal when it comes to their situational awareness." 

Power Quest 
ONR's July announcement seeks ideas for enough energy 

for the craft to remain at sea for 70 days or longer in open-
ocean transit with operations as deep as 800 feet. The craft 
will need the autonomy to conduct missions in littoral waters, 
amid local merchant shipping, fishing boats and nets. As a 
steppingstone, ONR has set a goal of power and autonomy for 
a 30-day mission, including operations at depths down to 400 
feet. 

These quests, particularly power generation and storage, 
have become the signature problems in building a prototype of 

what is envisioned as a 48-inch-diameter vehicle with a 
fiberglass hull to defeat sonar. 

The Navy's Intelligence, Surveillance and Reconnaissance 
Roadmap calls for building an LDUUV by 2014 and having it 
on missions by 2017. It envisions a fleet of LDUUVs by the 
end of the decade. 

Job No. 1 will be proving the energy technologies 
required for such a vehicle. 

"The higher-ups in the Navy are emphasizing this and 
saying, If you can't develop the energy we need, we can't do 
the mission, "said Nowak, who is not affiliated with the 
program. 

The ISR Roadmap directs funding "UUV power and 
Endurance first," then "sensors, C3, networks and autonomy." 

Chief among those higher-ups was now-retired Adm. 
Gary Roughead, who was chief of naval operations until 
September. Roughead laid out a vision of LDUUVs as 
submarine-force multipliers providing persistent ISR, a 
capability the Navy can't get from smaller unmanned subs that 
measure their mission capability in hours. 

"I cast the net widely in the continued pursuit of high-
density underwater power," Roughead said at 

August's Association for Unmanned Vehicle Systems 
International conference in Washington. "That clearly is 
something that will be a game-changer for us." 

As bait, he committed 50 percent of the Navy's research 
and development budget over the next five years to solving the 
energy problem for underwater vehicles, including LDUUV. 
The Navy is seeking $47 million for LDUUV work in the 
2012 budget request. 

The Navy is envisioning a different concept of operations 
for LDUUV compared with other robotic vehicles it has 
conceived of in the past, including the Long-term Mine 
Reconnaissance System and the Mission Reconfigurable 
UUV. The blueprint for those vehicles called for launching 
them from torpedo tubes and recovering them. The concept 
proved to be unworkable because, for example, the launch 
vehicles would have over-crowded torpedo rooms. 

The Navy envisions the LDUUV leaving from a pier, 
doing its ISR work and returning, or perhaps being recovered 
by a surface ship away from the littorals. It sees a UUV that. 
can loiter undetected long enough to map the sea bottom; track 
local sub-marine, merchant ship and fishing boat traffic; and 
detect mines, though a formal concept of operations has not 
yet been drafted. 

With all of that in mind, the LDUUV will have an open 
software and hardware architecture to make it receptive to 
varying sensor suites to be replaced as missions change. 
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Smaller UUVs have done those missions for more than a 
decade, and the results have been subject to their range and 
payload capacity limitations. But the kind of endurance the 
Navy wants from the LDUUV requires the kind of energy that 
has remained elusive, and with cause, Nowak said. 

Conventional power systems, which in the case of other 
unmanned vehicles means batteries, need not apply. 

"You will find that there aren't any batteries that are 
capable of meeting the requirements the Navy is looking for," 
Nowak said. 

But fuel-only probably isn't the answer either. The Navy 
has a contract with AlumiF'uel Power to experiment with 
smaller undersea vehicles driven by hydrogen cylinders. But 
while hydrogen's energy potential is widely known, its storage 
under compression in thick-skinned cells would present 
weight and volume is-sues in the LDUUV. 

Other fuels are possible — much of industry and ONR 
were mum about their ideas while proposals were being 

evaluated — but Nowak posits that some combination of 
power is more likely. 

The longevity issue can become complicated by problems 
accumulated along the way on a voyage. 

"Endurance is more than just putting out power," said 
Antoine Martin, president of Unmanned Vehicle Systems-
Consulting, who recently completed a comprehensive study of 
power for robotic vehicles. "It's being able to manage the 
power you have, being able to play with the materials in the 
hull of the UUV so that it doesn't develop drag by 
accumulating particles at sea." 

Barnacles or algae growing on a slow-moving UUV could 
hamper its performance, as could saltwater corrosion, storm 
damage, ice and myriad other potential problems. 

"All of this is a long step from where we are today," 
Martin said. 
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26. Depot Changes In DoD Bill Questioned 
(DEFENSE DAILY 11 JAN 12) ... Emelie Rutherford 

The defense industry and some lawmakers are sounding 
alarms about recent changes to the law dictating how depot-
level work on military equipment is shared between 
government and private facilities. 

An Aerospace Industries Association (AIA) official said 
the rewrite of the depot provisions, in the recently passed 
fiscal year 2012 defense authorization act, potentially could 
deprive small business of work and lead to job losses. Yet he 
and concerned lawmakers said they are still examining the 
changes, which senators were surprised to find in the final 
version of the authorization legislation that House-Senate 
negotiators crafted last month. 

"Most of the concerns (with the rewritten depot 
provisions) rest with the fact that nobody can tell you what the 
impact is," said Cord Sterling, vice president for legislative 
affairs at AIA, a defense industry trade group. "Depot 
legislation is very complex. A couple of words here and a 
couple of words there and you can have very significant 
impact on the industrial base, both within the Department of 
Defense at the depots as well as in the private sector." 

The authorization act broadens the definition of what type 
of work on military equipment falls under the definition of 
depot maintenance, he said. Such maintenance is divided 
evenly between government and private-sector depots. 
Sterling said if more-complex work is factored in as depot 
maintenance, he fears smaller companies will lose out. That's 
because if the government has to assume more work, it likely 
will take on less-skilled duties perhaps done now by smaller 
firms--such as basic maintenance--while leaving the more-
complex matters--like the nuclear refueling of aircraft carriers-
-to the highly skilled private sector workers in larger firms. 

"So it could have a very, very significant impact upon 
small business,"Vhe said. 

Still, Sterling maintained the defense industry, Congress, 
and the Pentagon don't fully understand the impact of the 
depot-language changes. 

Senate Armed Services Committee (SASC) staff met 
yesterday with industry representatives about the depot 
changes, and the House Armed Services Committee (HASC) 
is planning a similar meeting. 

Congress could change the depot language in the 
authorization act, which also could be tweaked in the process 
of implementing regulations. 

The depot changes were added to the authorization 
measure by the House during a House-Senate conference 
committee that crafted the final bill Dec. 12. 

Multiple senators, including SASC Chairman Carl Levin 
(D-Mich.) and Ranking Member John McCain (R-Ariz.) 
voiced concerns about the depot-definition changes on the 
Senate floor Dec. 15, before the chamber passed the defense 
authorization bill. Sen. James Inhofe (R-Okla.) and six other 
senators had sent the SASC leaders a letter on Dec. 9 charging 
the depot changes were improperly made by the House during 
the conference committee negotiations. 

Sen. Susan Collins (R-Maine) said the two disputed depot 
provisions in the final conference report, sections 321 and 327, 
"constitute a major rewrite of depot policies and laws." 

"These sections have not been sufficiently vetted," she 
said. "They could potentially hurt competition in acquisition 
programs, harm our public depots, and cause unintended 
consequences that could significantly affect not only depots, 
but also the private sector industrial base and the thousands of 
employees in both sectors." 

Levin said he agrees "there are a number of unanswered 
questions" about the depot-related changes "that could have 
significant effects." 

"I am aware that the depot maintenance issue has long 
been a sensitive one to our Nation and to many of our 
members, and that the precise words in these provisions 
matter," he said. "The existing statutes, regulations, and 
practices have served to sustain both core logistics capabilities 
and the defense industrial base over the last decade, so any 
changes need to be fully understood." 
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BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
27. Southwest Gas Presents Energy Audit Rebate Check 
Naval Air Station Fallon Improves energy efficiency 
(LAHONTAN VALLEY (CA) NEWS 10 JAN 12) 

Southwest Gas presented a $50,000 check to the Naval 
Air Station Fallon Public Works Department for its 
participation in the company's commercial energy audit 
program. 

Commanding Officer Capt. Rinehart Wilke and Public 
Works Officer Cmdr. Jeff Dryden accepted the check on 
behalf of the base from Julie Williams, vice president, North-
ern Nevada Division, Southwest Gas. 

“We commend the NAS Fallon for their commitment to 
energy efficiency and are extremely pleased to present this 
rebate check,” said Williams. “The energy audit program of-
fered by Southwest Gas helps to ensure that the facilities and 
equipment on the base are operating efficiently, and this helps 
to save money and energy.” 

Wilke was pleased to learn of the rebate. 

“NAS Fallon continues to implement conservation 
measures to reduce our overall energy consumption and the 
recognition from Southwest Gas shows that these efforts are 
paying off,” said Wilke. 

The energy audit program offered by Southwest Gas 
targets commercial and industrial customers in Nevada. The 
NAS Fallon benefited from this program when a third-party 
contractor conducted an energy audit to determine where 
conservation measures could be implemented to reduce energy 
and water usage. As a result, gas savings were realized in 
radiant heating and boiler improvements, retro-commissioning 
of existing buildings to ensure that systems were operating 
effectively, water heating and HVAC improvements. 

Southwest Gas provides natural gas service to more than 
1.8 million customers in parts of Arizona, California and 
Nevada . 

Return to Index 
 

28. Great Lakes Moving Ahead With Steam Plant Energy Efficiency Project 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 10 JAN 12) ... Bill Couch, Naval Facilities Engineering Command Midwest Public Affairs 

GREAT LAKES, Ill. -- Naval Station (NAVSTA) Great 
Lakes and Naval Facilities Engineering Command 
(NAVFAC) Midwest are taking the next step toward 
decentralizing the base's steam heat delivery system, one of 
the largest energy efficiency initiatives in the 100-year history 
of the base. 

Teams of prospective project contractors and NAVFAC 
representatives will conduct site visits in mid-January at many 
of the buildings on base to be affected. As part of the bidding 
process, this will give the companies a better sense of what 
will be involved in the project, to be awarded by summer 
2012. 

"This is one of the most significant projects undertaken 
within the region," said NAVFAC Midwest Commanding 
Officer Capt. Scott Bernotas. "Not only is the project large in 
scope, but also in future benefit. This project is really about 
preparing the base and Navy Region Midwest for a future 
where resources are more scarce." 

Over approximately the next five years, more than 100 of 
the base's buildings will be disconnected from the steam plant 
and its aging steam distribution lines. Instead, each building 
will have its own more efficient heating system. 

While building occupants may not notice a difference in 
their work areas (Navywide directives set heating points at 68 
degrees and cooling points at 78 degrees), each building will 
be heated more efficiently, saving the Navy money, according 
to Public Works Department Great Lakes Energy Manager 
Peter Behrens. 

"Having heating systems for each building will eliminate 
the energy loss inherent in having what is essentially a 20-
mile-long radiator carrying steam around the base," said 
Behrens. 

NAVFAC anticipates this project will save the base 
around $9 million per year and reduce the base's overall 

energy intensity--the amount of energy used per square foot of 
occupied space--by 21 percent. 

Local projects like this will help the Navy achieve energy 
efficiency goals required by presidential executive orders, the 
Energy Policy Act of 2005 and the Energy Independence and 
Security Act of 2007. These require federal agencies to, 
among other things, reduce energy intensity by three percent 
annually and reduce water consumption by two percent 
annually. 

Replacing utilities infrastructure, engaging tenants and 
staying on top of developments in technology and service 
agreements are keeping NAVSTA Great Lakes ahead of the 
Department of Defense's (DoD) energy reduction goals and 
currently saving $16 million per year, with plans to increase 
annual savings by an additional $12 million over the next few 
years. 

"Great Lakes has actually been on the energy efficiency 
bandwagon for many years," said Behrens. "We've been 
working to improve the base's energy efficiency because 
reduced utility costs help not only the base and its tenants, but 
they also have a significant impact on the Navy. Savings in 
utilities frees resources for mission requirements." 

Since 1997, NAVSTA has invested more than $120 
million in energy-related projects, including Utility Energy 
Service Contracts (UESC) and Energy Savings Performance 
Contracts (ESPC), which install more efficient energy systems 
at minimal cost to the Navy and with a contractor-guaranteed 
savings over time. 

Future energy efficiency efforts on base will include 
improving people's awareness of the energy they use every 
day through the installation of advanced meters and reporting 
systems. Tenant commands and occupants of individual 
buildings will receive regular updates on how their behavior 
actually affects their building's energy performance, 
represented by a "Building Energy Number." 
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This initiative is one of many throughout the Navy and 
Marine Corps which will enable the Department of the Navy 
to achieve Secretary Ray Mabus' energy goals to improve 

energy security and efficiency afloat and ashore, increase the 
military's energy independence, and help lead the nation 
toward a clean-energy economy. 
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29. Growing Landowner Group Develops To Council For Use Of Land To Be Restored From U.S. Navy 
Negishi Housing 

(KANAGAWA SHIMBUN 09 JAN 12) 
The number of group members, consisting of volunteers 

from landowners and city officials, “for restoration of land 
from U.S. Navy Negishi Housing Detachment and town 
promotion, exceeded half of some 180 landowners. Therefore, 
the group will aim to work as a council to promote their town, 
based on the municipal ordinance in 2012. The group intends 
to urge more landowners to participate in the group to readjust 
government-owned land and private land, in order to prevent 
the land from developing disorderly, and to develop a plan for 
use of land to be restored smoothly. 

The group originally started with some 10 landowners in 
2010, and now has grown to nearly 100 members, and will 
aim to be certified as an organization based on the ordinance 
to promote the regional town. Once it is certified, the group 
will be able to act as a main organization to consider the use of 
land to be restored from the U.S. Negishi housing area. It aims 
to develop a basic plan for town-revitalization for 2012. 

“Without land readjustment between government-owned 
and private land, it would be difficult to use the land [to be 
restored]. However, for that, two thirds of the landowners, 
which means more than two thirds of 15.6 hectares of the total 
private land, are required to agree to readjust the land,” said 
Yoshiya Oizuru, the president of the group. 

It is not simple to use the land without land readjustment. 
Since the United States is not responsible for restoring to the 

original state based on the U.S.-Japan Status Forces 
Agreement, the land [in Negishi] will be returned to Japan, 
after changed its form without property lines and roads built 
by building standards. For using the returned land, there is a 
possibility that people need to find the land estate first based 
on a public figure from more than 60 years ago. 

There are landowners who received questions about 
buying and selling the land from real estate agencies. “This 
place has a good environment with rich green in the center of 
the Yokohama city. We would like to prevent from 
overdevelopment following the landowners’ wishes,” said 
Yokohama City Military Affairs official. 

The group members exchanged their opinions about the 
land such as, “Make the most of nature and create the 
environment where elderly can easily live,” and “Build a safe, 
barrier-free town.” 

The group will make a plan based on the survey 
conducted by the members at a stage prior to the plan of use of 
the restored land. 

“If we compare this to climbing Mt. Fuji, we are still at 
the foot of the mountain. We would like to make efforts to 
create a plan which could obtain broad support from others,” 
said Oizuru. 
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30. EPA: Lead In Shipyard Housing Jeopardized Military Families 
(PORTSMOUTH (NH) HERALD 11 JAN 12) ... Elizabeth Dinan 

KITTERY, Maine — Two companies that own and rent 
housing at the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard face “significant 
penalties” for failing to notify tenants, including families with 
children, about lead paint hazards in the homes, according to 
the U. S. Environmental Protection Agency. 

In a news release issued Tuesday, the EPA said the 
Kittery shipyard and another at the Naval Submarine Base in 
Groton, Conn., violated federal lead paint disclosure laws. The 
EPA alleges Northeast Housing LLC and Balfour Beatty 
Military Housing Management LLC failed “on multiple 
occasions over several years” to notify their tenants about lead 
paint. 

“Notifying prospective tenants and purchasers of housing 
units helps parents protect young children from exposure to 
lead-based paint hazards,” according to the EPA’s 
announcement. 

Both companies face a possible fine of $153,070 for 
failing to comply with federal law when they entered into 13 
contracts to lease housing to military personnel during the 
years 2007, 2008, 2009 and 2010 at both shipyards, according 
to the EPA. 

The housing at both bases is owned by Northeast, a joint 
venture limited liability company between the Department of 
the Navy and a wholly-owned subsidiary of Balfour Beatty 

Communities, LLC, of which the BBC affiliate is the 
managing member, alleges the EPA. There are 25 “target 
housing units” at the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard, where 
housing was built in the 1800s and early 1900s, the 
announcement states. 

“Exposure to lead paint is a serious public health concern 
here in New England because of how much older housing we 
have. Further, military families make significant sacrifices to 
protect our nation and the health of those families, as well as 
all families, should not be jeopardized by not being notified of 
potential lead hazards in the housing where they reside,” said 
Curt Spalding, regional administrator of EPA’s New England 
office. “Property managers and owners play an important part 
in helping to prevent lead poisoning by following lead paint 
disclosure requirements and making sure families are aware of 
potential lead hazards in homes.” 

The EPA complaint alleges the companies failed to 
provide available records and reports regarding lead-based 
paint and/or lead-based paint hazards to ten tenants at the 
Kittery base and three tenants at the Conn. base. Nine of the 
tenants were families with children, including seven families 
with children under the age of six, the EPA alleges. 

Infants and young children are especially vulnerable to 
lead paint exposure, which can cause intelligence quotient 
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deficiencies, reading and learning disabilities, impaired 
hearing, reduced attention span, hyperactivity and behavior 
problems, according to the EPA. Adults with high lead levels 
can suffer difficulties during pregnancy, high blood pressure, 
nerve disorders, memory problems and muscle and joint pain, 
the fedeal agency announced. 

The purpose of the Lead Disclosure Rule, said the EPA, is 
to provide residential renters and purchasers of pre-1978 
housing with enough information about lead-based paint and 
known lead-based paint hazards in specific housing, so they 
can make informed decisions about whether to lease or 
purchase the housing. 

Federal law requires sellers and landlords selling or 
renting housing built before 1978 to: 

 Provide a lead hazard information pamphlet to inform 
renters and buyers about the dangers associated with 
lead paint. 

 Include lead notification language in sales and rental 
forms. 

 Disclose any known lead-based paint and lead-based 
paint hazards in the living unit and property and 
provide copies of all available reports to buyers or 
renters. 

 Allow a lead inspection or risk assessment by home 
buyers. 

 Maintain records certifying compliance with federal 
laws for a period of three years. 

Return to Index 
 
 

NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
31. More Hill Heft Needed On UAS Exports, CRS Says 
(AOL DEFENSE 09 JAN 12) ... Carlo Munoz 

WASHINGTON - Congress needs to take a larger role in 
deciding how to get unmanned technologies into the hands of 
American allies while keeping them out of hands of U.S. 
adversaries, according to a new congressional study. 

The use of unmanned systems on the modern-day 
battlefield has increased significantly over the past decade. 
Unmanned aircraft have become the weapon of choice for 
U.S. military and intelligence agencies in counterterrorism 
missions across the globe. So far, American defense firms 
have been the biggest beneficiaries of this boom in the drone 
market. But as the rest of the industrialized world begins to 
catch up in unmanned technology, there are concerns the U.S. 
could fall to second place -- or further -- to a number of near-
peer countries. "Much new business is likely to be generated 
in the [unmanned systems] market, and if U.S. companies fail 
to capture this market share, European, Russian, Israeli, 
Chinese, or South African companies will," analysts from the 
Congressional Research Service claim in a Jan. 3 report. 
Competition for unmanned technologies will only get more 
intense as U.S. firms begin to look to overseas markets to 
bolster their bottom lines. 

To that end, Congress must take steps to ensure U.S. 
industries keep their spot as top dog in the unmanned 
technology field, the report claims. One way to do that is to 
exert more control over the ongoing export reform effort being 
spearheaded by the White House. "As part of its defense and 
foreign policy oversight, Congress may examine whether a 

balance must be struck between supporting legitimate U.S. 
exports and curbing the spread of [unmanned aerial] 
technologies to dangerous groups or countries," CRS analysts 
write. The report does not go into detail as to what kinds of 
efforts lawmakers should take to assist in export policy 
oversight. 

U.S defense firms have blamed the Pentagon and State 
Department's stringent rules over international sales of 
unmanned systems for America's potential decline in the drone 
market. Those rules have severely limited industry's ability to 
pass on key unmanned technology to America's closest allies. 
Denying these weapons to partner nations guarantees 
American forces will shoulder the brunt of the next global 
conflict, since our allies simply won't have the weapons to 
carry out the fight, defense analyst and former Pentagon 
international programs official Frank Cevasco told AOL 
Defense last month. The Obama administration is already 
taking action to make sure that does not happen. 

In August, the White House unveiled a new export reform 
strategy that is designed to double military and commercial 
exports over the next five years. The strategy includes 
reducing the list of what sensitive military hardware cannot be 
sent overseas. The plan will also outline new parameters for 
information technology systems. Finally, all military and 
commercial exports will be overseen by a single licensing 
agency and export enforcement coordination center, according 
to the White House. 
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32. Budget Doublespeak: Analysts Cast Doubt On Notion Of ‘Reversible’ Cuts 
(NATIONAL DEFENSE 10 JAN 12) ... Sandra Erwin 

The Defense Department will be slicing $487 billion from 
its $6 trillion budget over the next decade. Specifics on where 
the ax might fall within the budget are still unknown, but all 
funding decisions are being made on the assumption that cuts 
are "reversible." 

Reductions to the military’s budget, whether it’s people or 
equipment, can be commutated if circumstances warrant, 
according to the strategic guidance that President Obama 
unveiled last week. 

The concept has been dubbed "reversibility" and it plays 
prominently in budget decisions, officials say. Reversibility is 
"not a small point" in the new defense strategy, says Pentagon 
spokesman Capt. John Kirby. 

"It is inherent in this strategic guidance," Kirby tells 
bloggers during a conference call. "We want the organization, 
the institution, itself, to be flexible enough that if we have to 
reverse any of these decisions … we need the ability to surge 
or regenerate" forces or equipment. 
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It sounds simple in theory. "Reversibility just means that 
as we make these momentous changes, these $487 billion 
worth of changes, they are causing us, of necessity, to have to 
stop certain things, pause certain things, slow down certain 
things. And in each case, we want to, to the extent we can do 
so, preserve the ability to change course," says Deputy 
Defense Secretary Ashton Carter. 

Cutbacks to ground forces, for instance, would be done in 
such a way that "We keep the midgrade officers that would be 
necessary to support a larger force in the future if we decided 
to reverse course," Carter says. "We can't afford to do that 
comprehensively, but we can afford to do some of that." With 
the industrial base, he said, the same principle would apply. 

"As we make program changes, we want to make sure 
that 10 years, 15 years from now, we still have an industrial 
base that supports our key weapon systems even if we're not 
able to buy in those areas at the rates or in the volume that we 
had planned before we were handed this $487 billion cut," 
Carter says. In science and technology programs, "we want to 
preserve options for the future." 

But experts point out that the notion that cutbacks can be 
reversed in a timely fashion to respond to a crisis is rather 
impractical in an institution like the Defense Department, 
where budget plans and weapon programs take years to 
develop and negotiate through the bureaucratic maze of 
defense agencies and congressional committees. 

Reversibility strikes some defense industry analysts as a 
handy buzzword that provides political cover for what are 
expected to be controversial budget cuts to weapons systems. 
Anyone familiar with how military equipment is designed and 
built can easily conclude that once a major program is 
terminated, depending on the technology involved, 
regenerating it would involve significant time and expense. 

"The concept of reversibility in the industrial base is well 
intended but it’s a bit of a myth," says Rebecca Grant, 
president of IRIS Independent Research and director of the 
General William Mitchell Institute for Airpower Studies. 

Clever sounding theories such as reversibility tend to 
accompany big strategy changes, but they don’t necessarily 
work in the real world, Grant says. "Twenty years ago, after 
the Cold War, we were talking about ‘reconstitution,’" she 
says. "That was mothballing and putting things in cold 
storage. None of that ever happened." 

Reversibility might work, but Pentagon officials are going 
to have to provide more details on how it would be 
implemented, she says. Manufacturing lines, for instance, 
could be put on pause, but the government still would have to 
commit funds for prototyping and equipment upgrades in 
order to sustain the engineering and technical work force, she 
says. 

"I wonder what the real details are, and what investment 
profiles they expect for potential reversibility," Grant says. 
"What is the timeframe until something is perishable? Does 
that mean opening up the C-17 line in five years if we find we 
need it?" 

Reversing cuts is much more complex than most people 
realize, she says. "It takes a lot of money to develop systems. 
You want the research to be steady and ongoing. If you put 
advanced programs on the shelf, you can’t expect to take them 
down five years later, give them some fresh funding and 
expect them to go forward." 

The concept of reversibility only would work in sectors of 
the industry that have commercial customers to fall back on, 
says defense industry analyst Byron Callan, of Capital Alpha 
Partners LLC. 

"It has to be done on a case by case basis," he says. "In 
areas where you don't have a viable commercial business in 
the United States — such as shipbuilding — the concept of 
reversibility won't hold any water." 

Companies that supply military trucks such as Oshkosh 
and Navistar have commercial customers and potentially could 
temporarily shut down their military assembly lines and restart 
them at the Pentagon’s request, says Callan. Still, the Defense 
Department and suppliers all would be incurring significant 
risk as it is not easy for companies to move in and out of the 
market, he says. The Pentagon’s onerous procurement 
regulations also would make the reversibility strategy more 
difficult to execute. "If the goal is to bring companies in and 
out of the defense market, there has to be a concurrent look at 
acquisition regulations and oversight would make the 
transition a little easier in areas where DoD and industry think 
it's appropriate," says Callan. 

The planned budgets cuts, reversible or otherwise, already 
have industry on edge, according to a recent survey of senior 
executives at manufacturing and service companies that 
support the U.S. military. A report released by a group of 
industry associations warns that funding cuts will "cripple 
certain defense sectors, resulting in an industrial base that is 
smaller, less innovative, and less responsive to urgent wartime 
needs." Executives anticipate closing production lines and 
laying off skilled workers, "specialized manufacturing 
capacity and human capital that cannot be regenerated without 
great cost and significant time," the survey says. 

Callan says the Defense Department, notwithstanding 
Secretary Leon Panetta’s vow to protect the industrial base, 
has to be mindful of the potential risks. "If you’re building a 
strategy that rests on technical superiority, you’d better make 
sure that you have those building blocks in place," he says. 
Ultimately, industry will go along with whatever strategy the 
government adopts. "Industry will support it if the alternative 
is nothing," says Callan. 

Pentagon officials who might expect the same industrial 
resilience that was seen after previous military spending 
downturns should realize that the environment is vastly 
different this time, he says. In the post Cold War drawdown, 
the defense industry had multiple suppliers for each product 
category. "That cushion that may have existed before and the 
manufacturing base of the United States doesn’t exist 
anymore," he says. "We’re still the second largest 
manufacturing country but it’s integrated with the global 
economy." 

In the last downturn, there were many multi-sector 
companies that were both in defense and commercial markets, 
such as Texas Instruments, General Electric, IBM and 
Chrysler. "The resources DoD could tap were broader," says 
Callan. In the 1990s, most of those companies that were in 
both the military and commercial sectors exited defense. A 
handful remains, including United Technologies, Honeywell 
and Textron, but that hardly makes for a resilient industrial 
base, says Callan. 

A few clues are provided in the new strategy on where 
industry can expect to see the money flow: counterterrorism, 
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special operations forces, irregular warfare, unmanned 
systems and cybersecurity. 

It also calls for the United States to develop a new stealth 
long-range bomber. "That’s a huge plus for the industrial base 
in the combat aircraft sector," says Grant. "That commitment 
is a positive sign … partly an outcome of wanting to keep that 
key American ability to design top of the line aircraft." 

Callan cautions that it might be too soon for companies to 
panic based on last week’s strategic guidance. He notes that 
the Pentagon’s strategies and investment plans tend to be 
overtaken by events. 

In the mid-1950s, the United States elected to rely on 
nuclear weapons, strategic bombers and continental air 
defense to deter the Soviet Union but by the end of the decade 
the nation had found that this focus had left it ill equipped to 
deal with "wars of national liberation," he says. 

The 2001 Quadrennial Defense Review, which included 
notions of skipping a generation of weapons, making deep 

cuts to ground forces and investing in advanced research and 
development, was almost complete when the attacks of 9/11 
upended these presumptions. 

The United Kingdom’s strategic review that was 
completed in late 2010 favored ground forces and did not 
foresee the demand for naval vessels and aircraft that would 
be needed in NATO operations in Libya in spring of 2011, 
Callan says. 

"Adversaries can and will find ways to challenge U.S. 
strategic plans. So, for example, if the U.S. intends to focus on 
Asia to thwart challenges from China, why wouldn't China 
pursue a long range strategy to pose new challenges for the 
U.S. in areas that the U.S. implies are not that important?" 
Callan asks. "Just as in investing, analysts and investors 
should not shelve their contrarian instincts when thinking 
about defense over 2013-2017." 
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33. First Lady To Unveil Effort To Improve Treatment For Troops 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 11 JAN 12) ... Kathy Adams 

RICHMOND - In a visit to Virginia Commonwealth 
University scheduled for this afternoon, first lady Michelle 
Obama is to announce an initiative aimed at training more 
doctors - civilian and military - to diagnose and treat post-
traumatic stress disorder and traumatic brain injuries, two of 
the signature wounds of the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan. 

The effort will bring together 130 colleges, such as VCU 
in Richmond and Eastern Virginia Medical School in Norfolk, 
in the United States and Puerto Rico to survey what they know 
on those topics, conduct research and share information and 
curricula, said Brad Cooper, executive director of Joining 
Forces, in a conference call Tuesday previewing the 
announcement. Joining Forces is the White House's initiative 

for supporting military service members, veterans and their 
families. 

One in five veterans returns from war today with a brain 
injury, post-traumatic stress disorder or both, Cooper said. 
And doctors, especially in non-military areas, need to know 
how to help them, he said. 

The new collaboration hopes to achieve that goal, said 
Matt Flavin, director of veterans and wounded warrior policy 
for the White House. 

"This is a absolutely vital piece of making sure that 
services members get the help they need when they need it," 
he said. 
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34. Air Shows Are Safe Enough, Transport Safety Panel Is Told 
(NEW YORK TIMES 10 JAN 11) ... Christine Negroni 

More than three months after the crash in Nevada that 
killed 10 spectators and a pilot competing at the National 
Championship Air Races and Air Show in Reno, some of the 
biggest names in performance aviation gathered in 
Washington on Tuesday to tell members of the National 
Transportation Safety Board that the industry was safe and not 
in need of further regulation. 

“We preach safety, safety, safety,” John Cudahy, 
president of the International Council of Air Shows, told the 
board. “That’s our main concern.” 

The hearing was billed as a informational session while 
the board investigates other air-show related accidents from 
the last few years. Deborah Hersman, chairwoman of the 
N.T.S.B., directed some of her first questions at organizers of 
the Reno event and representatives of the Federal Aviation 
Administration, which oversees such shows and races, asking 
if regulations were stringent enough. 

John McGraw, F.A.A’s deputy director of flight standards 
service, told the board there were currently no plans to change 
the regulations. 

“If we become aware of a risk that exceeds the boundary 
of what we think is acceptable, we will make those changes,” 
he said. “But not currently.” 

But under further questioning, he added, “After any 
incident we go back and look at regulatory structure, what 
we’ve approved and try to find if there is something we 
missed, some risk we didn’t account for or didn’t expect.” 

The hearing comes less than a week after producers of the 
Reno air race and show announced that this year’s event 
would go on as scheduled. The race features airplanes, 
modified to increase performance, that fly at low altitudes at 
speeds upward of 500 miles per hour while keeping audiences 
up to 1,500 feet away. 

Ms. Hersman wondered if the distances, established in the 
1950s, were sufficient considering that in 2007 an air race 
competitor crashed on the course. 

But Mike Houghton, president and chief executive of the 
Reno Air Racing Association, who defended the 2011 air race 
on Tuesday, said the group examined how widespread the 
wreckage was from that earlier crash and found that it was 
confined to the calculated area. 
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The more recent accident, on Sept. 16 at Reno-Stead 
Airport, occurred when Jimmy Leeward, 74 years old and an 
experienced pilot, lost control of his plane, a World War II era 
P-51 Mustang. The preliminary report from the investigation 
says the plane made several abrupt maneuvers before nosing 
down and smashing into a box seat area close to a packed 
grandstand. The N.T.S.B. investigation is continuing. 

In the meantime, Mr. Houghton said he had hired a 
former N.T.S.B. chairman, Jim Hall, and a retired F.A.A. 

safety executive, Nicholas Sabatini, to participate in a review 
of the air race safety practices. 

Organizers and participants of some of the best-known air 
shows in America — including SeaFair in Seattle and the 
Marine Corps Air Station Miramar Air Show in San Diego — 
said on Tuesday that the industry was always working for 
safety. 

“We’re doing a great job, but we can do better,” said Sean 
Tucker, a well-known air-show pilot. “This is not basket 
weaving 101. It is a very serious environment.” 
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35. Naval Officer Embarks On PGA Tour Career 
(NEW YORK TIMES 11 JAN 12) ... Karen Crouse 

HONOLULU — Over lunch Monday in the wardroom of 
the USS Chung-Hoon, Lt. j.g. Lauren Griebel acknowledged 
that she met President Obama over the holidays while playing 
a round of golf with her father on a local course. Smiling 
broadly, Griebel said, “It wasn’t Billy Hurley, but yeah.” 

As her voice trailed off, laughter filled the silence. 
Leading the revelry was Billy Hurley III, a Naval Academy 
graduate who spent two years on the Chung-Hoon as part of 
his mandatory five-year military commitment and returned to 
town this week to fulfill his golfing dream. 

With a No. 25 finish last year in the Nationwide Tour 
standings, Hurley, 29, became the first Naval Academy 
graduate to earn a PGA Tour card. To the casual golf fan, 
Hurley is just another face in the sea of newcomers competing 
at the Sony Open, the first full-field event of the season. But to 
the Sailors aboard the Chung-Hoon, he is a luminary along the 
lines of Roger Staubach or Yogi Berra, two others who 
delayed professional athletic careers for naval wartime 
service. 

“It’s really inspirational for our Sailors to think about all 
the golf he gave up to serve his country,” said the ship’s 
commander, Justin Orlich, who added, “It’s nice for them to 
see that someone who served five years in the military 
honorably can step out into the civilian world and so quickly 
reach a high level of success.” 

Wearing eggshell-colored slacks, a tomato red short-
sleeve polo shirt and sneakers, Hurley visited the Chung-Hoon 
after a morning spent fine-tuning his golf game at Waialae 
Country Club, the tournament site. As Hurley walked across 
the plank to board, pausing only to address the United States 
flag, a Sailor on deck whispered, “He has golfer’s hair.” 

Hurley has blond tufts that curl out from his ears. On tour, 
his hairstyle would be considered on the conservative side. 
But to the male Sailors whose heads were golf-ball smooth, 
his locks looked as long and unruly as United States Open 
rough. 

The Chung-Hoon is a 509-foot guided-missile destroyer 
named after the first Hawaii-born admiral in the United States 
Navy. In the wardroom, where officers above the rank of 
midshipman dine, there is a distinct but indefinable odor, and 
with his first whiff Hurley said, “It took me right back.” 

Hurley served on the ship from 2007 to 2009. He was a 
lieutenant when it was deployed to the northern Persian Gulf 
to defend Iraqi oil platforms. His skillful piloting of the ship 
earned him a ship-driving award, which he did not mention 
when the 11 uniformed men and women whom he joined for 
lunch asked him questions about his background. 

Over salad, soup, stir-fry and dessert, Hurley spoke about 
how he grew serious about golf as a teenager in Virginia, but 
aspired to see the world as a naval officer, not a touring 
professional. When he enrolled at the Naval Academy and 
earned all-American status as a golfer, his choices became 
more difficult. 

In the fall after his 2004 graduation, Hurley was assigned 
to the USS Gettysburg, a guided-missile cruiser based in 
Mayport, Fla. He also juggled golf, representing the United 
States in the 2005 Walker Cup. For two years, Hurley taught 
an economics course at Annapolis and, with the Navy’s 
blessing, polished his game to make a run at qualifying for the 
PGA Tour. Soon after he fell short at 2006 Q-school, he was 
shipped out to Hawaii to serve the rest of his military 
commitment. 

“There was a war going on,” Hurley said. “They wanted 
people to serve. I’m sure there were people thinking, I have 
classmates getting shot in Iraq and you’re going to let this guy 
play golf? So I understood.” 

Hurley spent time in the waters off China and South 
Korea in addition to the Persian Gulf. He planted his golf 
clubs in the corner of his stateroom, where they served as a 
daily reminder of his dormant career. In the two years he spent 
on the ship, he estimated that he played five competitive 
rounds. 

Lt. Cmdr. Matt Krauz, who worked alongside Hurley on 
the Chung-Hoon in 2009 and sat next to him at lunch, said he 
remembered Hurley’s hitting an occasional golf ball off the 
deck. 

“I knew he was an esteemed golfer, but his intelligence, 
his charisma, is what really stood out,” Krauz said. “His 
Sailors really loved him. That was immediately evident to 
me.” 

At the table, Hurley easily slipped into the jargon of his 
old life. He asked if pizza was still a weekend staple and said 
pizza Saturdays remained a ritual of his civilian life with his 
wife and their two young sons. He said that one of his golfing 
friends, upon finding out he was having lunch on the ship, 
quipped, “Are you going to take it out for a little spin?” 

Although most of the faces were new to Hurley, the jokes 
were the same, and so were the frustrations, voiced softly and 
always with a thin smile, about political maneuverings and 
bureaucratic red tape. 

“Oh, you don’t have a Boats?” Hurley said, referring to a 
boatswain’s mate. “I went without one for a while, too.” 
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Hurley was asked about his playing schedule, and when 
he mentioned tournaments in San Diego and in Pebble Beach, 
Calif., Orlich smiled and said, “Port cities.” 

The travel, he said, is trying. “You’re gone all the time,” 
Hurley said. “You guys know how that is.” 

The crew returned to Hawaii on Dec. 1 from a six-month 
deployment in the western Pacific. After a short hiatus, they 
were back at work this week. So was Hurley, who has not 
played competitively since PGA Tour Qualifying school 
ended Dec. 5. 

“There’s never really a break,” Hurley said, and he could 
have been talking about the military or golf. 

As he spoke after lunch on the aft missile deck, a topside 
rover was on patrol, cradling an M-16. Hurley said he was not 
sure what to expect when he stepped on the ship for the first 
time in two years. 

“I didn’t know if they’d be excited to have me or if they’d 
want this knucklehead to get off the ship so they can get back 
to work,” he said. 

Hurley was buoyed by the crew’s enthusiastic reception. 
“It was supercool to see how behind me they are,” he 

said. “It’s really neat to be that figure that they look up to. I 
don’t have the words to describe it.” 

Starting Thursday, he hopes he can make a statement with 
his game. 

“I’ve got my tour card,” he told the crew members 
gathered around him. “Now we’ll see how good I really am.” 

On the Nationwide Tour, Hurley used a headcover of the 
Naval Academy mascot, Bill the Goat, to protect his 3-wood. 
At the end of lunch Monday, Orlich presented him with a 
headcover with the Chung-Hoon insignia on his driver. As if 
Hurley could ever forget whom he is now making proud. 
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OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
36. Pentagon Fires At Budget Targets That Can’t Be Hit 
(BLOOMBERG VIEW 10 JAN 12) ... Peter Orszag 

At some point in every negotiation over fiscal policy, 
once the high-minded speeches and other pleasantries have 
been delivered, the disagreeable details poison the atmosphere. 
Everyone is in favor of tax and entitlement reform, after all, 
until they see the specifics. 

The reaction to the cost-cutting strategy that Defense 
Secretary Leon Panetta revealed last week suggests this is 
about to happen with regard to Pentagon spending. 

Let me be very clear: Substantial efficiencies can and 
should be wrung from the defense budget, and Panetta’s 
approach has many attractive features. But the strategy he 
sketched out -- most of the details have yet to be provided -- 
reveals the underlying tensions that arise whenever significant 
defense cuts are promised. 

Officially, we have committed to about $1 trillion in 
defense savings over the next decade, split roughly evenly 
between the reductions called for by the debt-limit deal in 
August and the additional ones triggered by the failure of the 
supercommittee in November. The Panetta strategy is aimed at 
delivering only the first half of this $1 trillion. 

In the abstract, reducing defense costs seems pretty 
simple: Just cut back on some of the really expensive 
equipment. The cost of building the F-35 fighter, for example, 
has been estimated at more than $100 million per plane. The 
new littoral combat ship, designed to operate in coastal 
regions, is projected to cost about $600 million per ship. 

Weapons And Soldiers 
The fancy weapons systems that seem like low-hanging 

fruit, however, don’t add up to anything close to enough to hit 
the budget targets Panetta is aiming for -- even if there were 
enough votes in Congress to cancel the new jets and ships. To 
save that much money, you need to reduce the number of U.S. 
troops. 

To see why, look at the defense budget for 2016. Before 
the most recent reductions were enacted, the Congressional 
Budget Office had estimated that the Defense Department’s 
plans would lead to $594 billion in defense spending in 2016. 
Acquisitions, including the cost of developing and buying 
expensive weapons systems, were estimated at $210 billion, or 

just over a third of the total. To save $50 billion to $100 
billion a year -- which is what’s needed to reach the promised 
10-year targets -- from this part of the budget alone is not 
plausible. 

Most defense spending goes to personnel and operations 
costs, which are based on the number of troops we have. For 
2016, the CBO projected these to cost more than $350 billion, 
or about $170,000 per active-duty military person. When it 
comes to cutting the defense budget, this is where the rubber 
hits the road. 

The Panetta plan, according to reports, would reduce the 
number of troops in the Army from 570,000 to 490,000, and in 
the Marines from a bit over 200,000 to 175,000. Personnel 
levels for the Air Force and Navy would be held roughly 
steady. Michael O’Hanlon, a Brookings Institution scholar 
who is a leading expert on the U.S. defense budget, says such 
reductions are prudent, and would save about $150 billion 
over 10 years. 

That’s only about a third to a sixth of the needed spending 
cuts, which raises questions about where the rest of the money 
will come from. But even these proposed force reductions are 
generating a furious backlash. Retired Major General Robert 
H. Scales wrote in the Washington Post that they show “a 
degree of a-historicism that exceeds that of any post-World 
War II administration.” 

Unrealistic Budget Cuts 
Clearly, troop reductions are a harder sell even than 

weapons cuts -- which is saying something. And that’s true 
even assuming that, over the next decade, we don’t face any 
new national-security risk, which would undermine any 
nascent support for fiscal constraint. So no wise person should 
bet that the promised defense-spending reductions will in the 
end be fully implemented. 

What’s also interesting is that the budget cuts needed in 
areas outside defense are, if anything, even steeper and thus 
even less realistic. As Richard Kogan of the Center on Budget 
and Policy Priorities has noted, if the cuts are actually made, 
by the end of this decade, non-defense discretionary spending 
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would wind up at its lowest share of gross domestic product 
since 1930. I wouldn’t bet on that, either. 

All of which suggests that both political parties have 
locked into inadequate revenue levels for the next decade. As 
a result, they are forced to count on spending cuts much larger 
than what, in the end, they are likely to implement -- in some 
cases, much larger than what they should implement. 

So the game is to feign concern about medium-term 
deficits by promising big discretionary spending cuts in the 

future, without saying exactly which programs would be 
reduced. Once the specifics are revealed, though, it’s 
extremely unlikely the promises will become reality. 

Secretary Panetta knows all this. I wish him well in 
overcoming the odds. 

Peter Orszag is vice chairman of global banking at 
Citigroup Inc. and a former director of the Office of 
Management and Budget in the Obama administration. 
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37. Pentagon Spending Gets Overdue Scrutiny 
(SEATTLE TIMES 11 JAN 12) 

PRESIDENT Obama's comprehensive defense review 
sets the stage for deep, long-overdue cuts in the Pentagon 
budget. Predictably, the debate will be as grounded in 
domestic politics as it is in global military strategy. 

Expect anxious discussions very close to home in the 
nation's 365 congressional districts, with virtually every one of 
them artfully connected to that federal spending. 

Those districts, and their politicians, jobs and voters, have 
always been the Defense Department's bulwark against budget 
cuts. Now the Great Recession's financial realities and the 
winding down of two wars has created both necessities and 
opportunities. 

The Navy's hot pursuit of a second munitions wharf at 
Naval Base Kitsap Bangor at the very least invites the 
question heard at every other level of government, "where is 
the Navy willing to cut to find the $715 million?" 

Times reporter Kyung M. Song described the doubt 
among local critics about the need to expand and enhance 
facilities to maintain the nation's nuclear submarine fleet, seen 
as a Cold War relic. 

The future of America's nuclear triad — bombers, 
missiles and submarines — goes to the heart of the president's 
statement about "asking tough questions, challenging our own 
assumptions and making hard choices." 

The U.S. is obligated by treaty to slim down its nuclear 
arsenal, and lean finances might reduce one leg of the delivery 
system, but it is not likely to be in the submarine fleet. 
Especially with a new sensitivity to Asia Pacific 
commitments. 

Obama pledges a stronger presence, but he is also pushing 
$450 billion of defense cuts. Even bigger cuts are mandated by 
the failure of Congress to agree on an overall spending plan. 

The Pentagon avoided scrutiny for decades. Two off-
budget wars, and weapons programs without any connection 
to projected threats. Senior military ranks bloated along with 
spending on defense contractors. 

As a pure investment of scarce resources, economists 
argue tax dollars consumed by the Pentagon have a greater 
impact when spent on health care, transportation, education 
and energy. In a lean economy, those words resonate. 

U.S. military spending will be ample. The Navy's Pacific 
Command can still effectively argue it defends an area with 36 
nations, enormous trade impact, half the world's population 
and the world's largest armed forces. 

The defense budget is coming down, and the case for 
spending must be made, not assumed. 
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38. Asia's New Tripartite Entente 
(SINGAPORE STRAITES TIMES 11 JAN 12) ... Brahma Chellaney 

NEW DELHI - The launch of trilateral strategic 
consultations among the United States, India, and Japan, and 
their decision to hold joint naval exercises this year, signals 
efforts to form an entente among the Asia-Pacific region's 
three leading democracies. 

These efforts - in the world's most economically dynamic 
region, where the specter of a power imbalance looms large - 
also have been underscored by the Obama administration's 
new strategic guidance for the Pentagon. The new strategy 
calls for 'rebalancing toward the Asia-Pacific' and support of 
India as a 'regional economic anchor and provider of security 
in the broader Indian Ocean region'. 

At a time when Asia is in transition and troubled by 
growing security challenges, the U.S., India, and Japan are 
seeking to build a broader strategic understanding to advance 
their shared interests. Their effort calls to mind the pre-World 
War I Franco-British-Russian 'Triple Entente' to meet the 
threat posed by the rapid rise of an increasingly assertive 
Germany. 

This time, the impetus has been provided by China's 
increasingly muscular foreign policy. But unlike the anti-
German entente a century ago, the aim is not to contain China. 
Rather, U.S. policy is to use economic interdependence and 
China's full integration into international institutions to 
dissuade its leaders from aggressively seeking Asian 
hegemony. 

Indeed, the intention of the three democratic powers is to 
create an entente cordiale without transforming it into a formal 
military alliance, which they recognise would be 
counterproductive. Yet this entente could serve as an 
important strategic instrument to deter China's rising power 
from sliding into arrogance. The three partners also seek to 
contribute to the construction of a stable, liberal, rules-based 
regional order. 

After their recent first round of strategic dialogue in 
Washington, the U.S., Japan, and India will hold more 
structured discussions in Tokyo, aimed at strengthening 
trilateral coordination. Over time, the trilateral initiative could 
become quadrilateral with Australia's inclusion. A parallel 
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Australia-India-U.S. axis, however, is likely to precede the 
formation of any quadrilateral partnership, especially in view 
of the earlier failure to launch such a four-party coalition. 

Important shifts in American, Japanese, and Indian 
strategic preferences and policies, however, are needed to 
build meaningful trilateral collaboration. Japan, America's 
treaty ally, has established military interoperability only with 
U.S. forces. Following its 2008 security-cooperation 
declaration with India, Japan must also build interoperability 
with Indian naval forces, so that, as former Japanese Prime 
Minister Shinzo Abe has said, 'Japan's navy and the Indian 
navy are seamlessly interconnected.' 

American and Indian forces have conducted dozens of 
joint exercises in recent years, but some U.S. analysts 
complain that India still hews to 'nonalignment' in power 
politics by guarding its strategic autonomy. In reality, India is 
just being more cautious, because it is more vulnerable to 
direct Chinese pressure from across a long, disputed 
Himalayan border. Whereas Japan is separated from China by 
an ocean and the U.S. is geographically distant, China has 
sharply escalated border violations and other incidents in 
recent years to increase pressure on India, even as the U.S. has 
maintained tacit neutrality on Sino-Indian disputes. 

But, in view of America's dire fiscal challenges, the 
Obama administration has just announced plans for a leaner 
military and greater reliance on regional allies and partners. 
This demands that the U.S. transcend its Cold War-era hub-
and-spoke system, whose patron-client framework is hardly 
conducive to building new alliances (or 'spokes'). India for 
example, cannot be a Japan to the U.S.. Indeed, the U.S. has 
worked to co-opt India in a 'soft alliance' devoid of treaty 
obligations. 

The hub-and-spoke system, in fact, is more suited to 
maintain Japan as an American protectorate than to allow 

Japan to contribute effectively to achieving the central U.S. 
policy objective in Asia: a stable balance of power. A subtle 
U.S. policy shift that encourages Tokyo to cut its 
overdependence on America and do more for its own defense 
can more effectively contribute to that equilibrium. 

Such a shift is likely to be dictated by the U.S. imperative 
to cut defense expenditure further, in order to focus on the 
comprehensive domestic renewal needed to arrest the erosion 
in its relative power. If the U.S. is to rely less on prepositioned 
forward deployments and more on acting as an offshore 
balancer, it will need to make fundamental changes in its post-
1945 security system. 

The three entente parties must also understand the limits 
of their partnership. The broad convergence of their strategic 
objectives in the Asia-Pacific region does not mean that they 
will see eye-to-eye on all issues. Consider, for example, their 
earlier contrasting approaches toward Burma, or their current 
differences over the new U.S. energy sanctions against Iran. 

Building true military interoperability within the entente 
will not be easy, owing to the absence of a treaty relationship 
between the U.S. and India, and to their forces' different 
weapon systems and training. But, given that no formal 
tripartite alliance is sought, limited interoperability may mesh 
well with this entente cordiale's political objectives. Indeed, 
the entente's political utility is likely to surpass its military 
value. 

Even so, the deepening cooperation between the U.S., 
India, and Japan can help to strengthen maritime security in 
the Indo-Pacific region - the world's leading trade and energy 
seaway - and shape a healthy and stable Asian power 
equilibrium. 

Brahma Chellaney is a professor of strategic studies at 
the independent Center for Policy Research in New Delhi. 
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Lawmakers: Navy drops plan to move carrier to Florida 

(THE VIRGINIAN-PILOT, 13 FEB 12) By Bill Bartel 
 
The Navy has canceled plans to move a Norfolk-based carrier to Florida, members of the 
Hampton Roads congressional delegation said today. 

The Obama administration’s proposed 2013 defense budget does not include money for the 
carrier relocation to Mayport Naval Station near Jacksonville, according to a joint statement by 
U.S. Reps. Randy Forbes, Scott Rigell and Rob Wittman. 

The Navy had been aiming to shift the carrier there in 2019, but the absence of funding signals 
that the project is going nowhere, said Rigell, R-Virginia Beach. 

“The prospects of getting funding for Mayport has diminished to the point to where it is an 
improbablility,” said Rigell, whose district includes Norfolk Naval Station. “It’s not going to 
happen in my view.” 

Forbes, R-Chesapeake, said the prospect of large defense cuts outweighed the Navy’s desire to 
have a second East Coast homeport for nuclear carriers. The service has argued that a second 
port is necessary to disperse the carrier fleet due to the risks of terrorist attacks and hurricane-
related damage. 

“Historic fiscal challenges and the devastating prospect of a trillion dollars in defense cuts have 
only bolstered our argument that such a move would not just be strategically unnecessary, but 
also fiscally irresponsible,” Forbes said in a prepared statement. “Today's announcement to call 
off these plans is a tremendous victory for the citizens of Hampton Roads, who proudly provide 
vital industrial services to our nation's armed forces.” 

Forbes, Rigell and Wittman all serve on the House Armed Services Committee. 

The congressmen and Virginina’s senators, Mark Warner and Jim Webb, have been pressuring 
the Navy and defense officials to drop the relocation plan, arguing that it is not necessary and too 
costly at a time when the military has more pressing needs. Estimates for moving a carrier have 
ranged from $500 million to $1 billion, including cost of preparing the Florida base to handle a 
nuclear-powered craft. 

Hampton Roads leaders worry about the economic downside of the relocation. Losing a carrier 
would cost the region about 6,000 jobs and $425 million in annual revenue, according to 
economists. 

Members of Congress from Florida have been pushing hard for the carrier move, arguing that 
two East Coast bases are needed but also acknowledging the economic benefit to their state. 

 

****************************************** 



Reaction in Mayport: Resignation, anger 

(FLORIDA TIMES-UNION 13 FEB 12) By Drew  

The apparent end or at least delay of a nuclear aircraft carrier coming to Mayport brought 
outrage along with resignation near the naval base Monday. 

“People were really depending on that coming,” said Caroline Bartoletti, who, along with other 
volunteers, was preparing the monthly “no-dough dinner” at the Mayport USO hall. The dinner 
feeds up to about 400 people who are relatives of active-duty U.S. Navy personnel at the base. 

“All the businesses would need that help” from a new carrier at Mayport, Bartoletti said. 

Near the USO hall, Isi Alvarez is the shipyard coordinator for Tradesmen International job 
placement service at 2675 Mayport Road just south of the naval station. He was not happy about 
the news Monday. 

“It’s definitely going to impact us,” Alvarez said. “It’s been years in the making but it’s been 
going back and forth. 

“It’s unbelievable. I don’t think that they know the negative impact it’s going to have,” Alvarez 
said. 

Alvarez’s office is in a small shopping center that is blighted with empty storefronts and most of 
the suites are for lease. Alvarez said with no carrier and its 6,000 sailors coming to Mayport, or 
even a multi-year delay, things will only get worse. 

“Even if you have that delay, everything here is going to be decimated,” Alvarez said. 

Betty Burnham, who was helping prepare the dinner at the USO hall, said denying Mayport a 
carrier makes little sense because the base is at the mouth to the St. Johns River. 

“It’s ridiculous,” Burnham said while preparing salads in the USO kitchen. “Mayport is right on 
the ocean. 

“It’s a political thing. Senators are keeping it up there [in Virginia] because of the economy,” 
Burnham said. 

With no major naval base porting a carrier south of Norfolk, Va., Alvarez said the eastern 
seaboard will be left with a major security risk. 

“That’s huge and I don’t understand that ” Alvarez said. “Do we need another Pearl Harbor?” 

****************************************** 

 



Lawmaker calls Pentagon budget irresponsible 

(REUTERS 13 FEB 12) By Andrea Shalal-Esa 

Representative Buck McKeon, who heads the House Armed Services Committee, on Monday 
blasted the Pentagon's proposed defense budget for fiscal 2013, saying it "irresponsibly ignores" 
additional mandatory cuts that are due to take effect in January 2013. 

"This budget reflects a true reduction, in real terms, of military spending while we have troops in 
combat," McKeon said in a statement responding to a Pentagon request for a base budget of $525 
billion in 2013, about $5.1 billion less than approved in 2012. 

"It irresponsibly ignores the looming threat of sequestration, while failing to adequately address 
threats posed by our adversaries around the world," McKeon said. Sequestration refers to 
automatic spending cuts. 

 

****************************************** 

 

Navy, Marines to lose personnel, but budget hit is minimal 

(STARS AND STRIPES 13 FEB 12) By Leo Shane III 

WASHINGTON — The Marine Corps will lose about 5,000 troops, and the Navy will cut 2,500 
civilian personnel under the Pentagon’s fiscal 2013 budget plan. 

The Navy will also significantly slow down major equipment purchases in coming years, getting 
only 10 new ships and fewer than 200 aircraft next year, as part of an effort to save more than 
$13 billion by 2018. 

Officials also announced Monday that, due to cost concerns, they’ll drop plans to relocate an 
aircraft carrier from Naval Station Norfolk in Virginia to Naval Station Mayport in Florida. 

Navy officials said they expect end strength to drop to 322,700 by the end of fiscal 2012, down 
about 3,000 from the previous year, but it will remain steady through 2013. Another 3,000 are 
expected to be cut in subsequent years. 

The two services will see a $1.4 billion base budget cut in fiscal 2013 — down less than 1 
percent, to $155.9 billion — and an overall cut of about $3 billion when overseas contingency 
funds are factored in. 

The new ships on order for fiscal 2013 include two Virginia-class submarines, two DDG-51 
class Aegis Destroyers, and four Littoral Combat Ships. Eleven others will be retired, leaving the 



service with a fleet of 284 ships, far below what many defense advocates on Capitol Hill have 
pushed for in recent years. 

Military officials also announced plans to kill off the Medium-Range Maritime Unmanned Aerial 
System program, saving about $1.5 billion in the next five years, and reduce purchases of the 
MV-22 Osprey aircraft, the Joint High Speed Vessels program and the P-8A Maritime Aircraft 
program. 

Officials said the Marine end-strength cuts, the first step in plans to trim that force by 20,000 
over the next five years, will still allow the Corps to be a “versatile middleweight force” and 
remain engaged in Afghanistan in coming years. Plans calls for most of those cuts to come 
among Marines with fewer than six years’ service. 

Those personnel reductions account for most of the Marine Corps’ budget hit next year, but the 
force will also see reductions in new construction projects by more than $450 million and 
reductions in ground vehicle purchases by roughly $100 million. 

Navy officials said the short-term cuts will help create about $58 billion in savings for the 
department over the next five years. Nearly $18 billion of that comes from the planned personnel 
cuts. 



Military leaders insist Obama budget is right plan  
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 14 FEB 12) By Donna Cassata 
 
WASHINGTON -  Brushing aside congressional opposition, Defense Secretary Leon Panetta 
and the nation's top military leader insisted on Tuesday that President Barack Obama's trimmer, 
$614 billion defense budget will ensure the U.S. advantage worldwide with acceptable risks to 
the force and missions. 
 
Panetta and Army Gen. Martin Dempsey, the chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, defended the 
blueprint that would slash the size of the Army and Marine Corps, cut back on shipbuilding and 
delay the purchase of some fighter jets and weapons systems. Overall, the budget for 2013 would 
provide $525.4 billion in base spending and another $88.5 billion for the wars in Afghanistan 
and Iraq. 
 
The total is nearly $32 billion less than this year's budget, a reflection of the drawdown in the 
two conflicts, a decade since the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks and the clamor to reduce the nation's 
deficit. 
 
Dempsey acknowledged the inherent risks of a smaller budget, but told the Senate Armed 
Services Committee, "we're very confident, because we've worked this collaboratively, that we 
can mitigate risks by adapting lessons from the last 10 years of war, new emerging capabilities." 
 
In the first of three days of congressional testimony for the Pentagon leaders, Panetta said the 
leadership of the Defense Department — military and civilian — was unified behind a revised 
strategy to shift the focus from the long wars to future challenges in Asia, the Mideast and 
cyberspace and the proposed budget for the fiscal year beginning Oct. 1. 
 
The show of unity from the political appointee and the senior officer was meant to deflect 
criticism from some in Congress, especially Republicans, that a Democratic commander in chief 
was hollowing out the force. 
 
Still, Republicans and Democrats on the panel challenged the administration's call for another 
round of domestic base closures and raised parochial concerns about the fate of labs, ships and 
submarines that mean thousands of jobs back home. 
 
Sen. Carl Levin, D-Mich., chairman of the panel, said the Pentagon should look at shutting bases 
in Europe and overseas before targeting installations in the United States. 
 
The panel's top Republican, Sen. John McCain of Arizona, said the proposed budget "continues 
the administration's habit of putting short-term political considerations over our long-term 
national security interests." 
 
The overall spending was dictated by the budget agreement that Obama and congressional 
Republicans reached last August that calls for defense cuts of $487 billion over a decade. More 
troubling to Panetta and lawmakers is the likelihood that automatic, across-the-board cuts will 
kick in in January unless Congress can come up with at least $1.2 trillion in savings. 



 
The Pentagon would face an additional $492 billion in cuts. Panetta called the so-called 
sequestration a "mindless formula." 
 
"This is why Congress must do everything possible to make sure that we avoid sequestration," he 
said. "We are more than prepared to work with the Congress to try to develop an approach that 
will de-trigger sequestration. This approach would subject the department to another $500 billion 
in additional cuts that would be required to take place in a meat-ax approach." 
 
The proposed budget would cut war spending. Money for Iraq and Afghanistan will drop from 
$115 billion this year to $88.5 billion, with less than $3 billion spent for security in Iraq. It also 
cuts in half the amount spent on training and equipping Afghanistan's security forces — a key 
element to the U.S. effort to gradually withdraw forces and transfer security responsibility to the 
Afghans. 
 
While military personnel still would get a 1.7 percent pay raise, retirees would get hit with a 
series of increases in health care fees, co-pays and deductibles. The impact would be greater on 
those who are under 65 and are likely to have another job, as well as on those who make more 
money. 
 
The cuts, Dempsey said, "will not lead to a military in decline. Rather, this budget will maintain 
our military's decisive edge and help sustain America's global leadership." 
 
During four hours-plus of testimony, Panetta and Dempsey addressed questions about the world's 
hotspots — Iran, Egypt, Syria, Iraq and Afghanistan. 
 
—On Syria, Dempsey said the Pentagon does not have a clear picture of the opposition 
challenging President Bashar Assad. He said the United States is working in the intelligence 
community to develop a better understanding. 
 
"The Free Syrian Army, which is, generally speaking, the centerpiece of the opposition, is for the 
most part domestic, although we also know that other regional actors are providing support. That 
complicates the situation," Dempsey said. 
 
McCain and a few other senators have called for arming the Syrian rebels. 
 
—Panetta said he will not approve the release of any Taliban from the Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, 
military prison as part of Afghan peace talks unless he's sure they won't return to the battlefield. 
He said no decisions have been made on such a release. 
 
—Dempsey said he pleaded with Egypt's ruling generals to resolve the crisis with Washington 
over the crackdown on American nonprofit groups that promote democracy in the Middle East, 
warning that the simmering dispute threatens billions in U.S. aid and the relationship between the 
two nations. He stopped short of saying whether his appeals during a recent trip to Egypt swayed 
the generals to drop charges against pro-democracy workers. 
 



—Panetta said he does not think Israel has made a decision to launch a military strike on Iran to 
thwart its nuclear ambitions. 
 
*********************************** 
Why Pentagon, facing 'doomsday' spending cuts, refuses to plan for them  
(CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR 14 FEB 12) By Anna Mulrine 
 
The Pentagon is making no plans to prepare for half-a-trillion dollars in mandatory budget cuts 
scheduled to take effect in less than a year, Defense Secretary Leon Panetta said in testimony 
Tuesday before the Senate Armed Services Committee. 
 
Such mandatory cuts – triggered after the so-called congressional “super committee” failed in 
November to reach consensus on deficit-cutting – represent a “doomsday scenario” for the 
American military that would “virtually devastate” national defense, senior defense officials 
have repeatedly warned.  
 
Mr. Panetta emphasized the point Tuesday, warning lawmakers that the cuts amount to a "meat 
ax" that "we are convinced would hollow out the force and inflict severe damage on our national 
defense." 
 
For that reason, top Pentagon brass say they refuse to even humor the possibility. “As the 
president has pointed out and I’ve emphasized, we are not paying attention to sequester,” Mr. 
Panetta told reporters this month, using Washington-speak for the mandated cuts. "Sequester is 
crazy." 
 
“We are not planning,” Robert Hale, the Defense Department’s chief financial officer, confirmed 
Monday. “I know nobody believes this, but it’s true.” 
 
The Pentagon's position on the mandatory cuts is ill-advised, some defense analysts warn. 
Refusing to prepare any sort of blueprint for cuts of that magnitude – particularly given their 
supposedly dire consequences – is not only counterintuitive, but also dangerous, they say.  
 
“If they fail to do that, they run the risk of being unprepared for what is a perfectly foreseeable 
contingency,” says Todd Harrison, an analyst at the Center for Strategic and Budgetary 
Assessments. “There are other options here other than saying, ‘Doomsday,’ folding your cards, 
and going home.” 
 
There has in fact been some movement on Capitol Hill to exempt the Pentagon from the $487 
billion in required cuts, but the appetite for an exemption varies sharply along party lines.  
 
Sen. John McCain of Arizona, the top-ranking Republican on the Senate Armed Services 
Committee, was the lead sponsor a plan unveiled earlier this month to stave off defense cuts 
under sequester by making up the dollar through a freeze on pay for federal workers. “I believe 
the cuts are a threat to national security,” he said.  
 



The McCain plan does not have much support among congressional Democrats, however, who 
may use the sequester threats as leverage to encourage Republicans to drop their resistance to tax 
hikes on the wealthy. “The purpose of the sequester is to force us to act, to avoid it,” Sen. Carl 
Levin (D) of Michigan, chairman of the Senate Armed Services Committee, said in January. The 
sequester rule "will only succeed if it’s kept intact. It cannot be splintered.” 
 
Such political games of chicken have affected the Pentagon before, which is, perhaps, all the 
more reason to plan for cuts under the sequester scenario, analysts say.  
 
In 1986, automatic budget cuts in the 1985 Gramm-Rudman-Hollings Balanced Budget Act 
triggered sequestration for the Pentagon, amounting to 5 percent across-the-board cuts. 
 
“If I were Secretary Panetta, I’d probably have a small group sworn to secrecy ... [preparing] 
something,” says Andrew Krepinevich, who served during the 1980s in the Office of Net 
Assessment, the Defense Department's internal think tank. 
 
Politically, such planning is difficult, Dr. Krepinevich acknowledges. Panetta has “already gone 
out on a limb,” warning of raining "cats and dogs and all this stuff," so it’s tough to walk back 
from the ledge and say, "No I didn’t really mean that." 
 
Other analysts concede this point. “It’s part of the political game, right? It’s part of the political 
calculation,” Mr. Harrison says. “The thinking is, ‘If we go ahead and get out in front of this and 
we say here are the real things we’ll cut that get us down to [the target budget], and you know 
what, I’m going to do it in a targeted, strategic way that makes the best of what you’re giving 
me,’ then that’s going to start to look attractive to people in Congress and may actually make it 
more likely to occur.” 
 
Gamesmanship aside, not planning for such a contingency isn’t wise, he says. “Where I would 
tweak them is, at least be doing [planning] in the background. At least have that secret team 
down in the basement of the Pentagon who’s really working on this plan. 
 
“Maybe they have that, or maybe they’re going to get that team going soon,” he adds, hopefully.  
 
Pentagon officials, however, insist that they do not have a covert planning team. “I’ll raise my 
right hand – we are not planning,” Mr. Hale, the Pentagon’s comptroller, says. “I think I’d know 
it if we were.” 
 
********************************* 
 
Panetta on Ignatius: 'We talked' 
(POLITICO 14 FEB 12) By Austin Wright 
  
Leon Panetta said on Tuesday that he had a prior conversation with an opinion columnist who 
wrote that the defense secretary “believes there is a strong likelihood that Israel will strike Iran in 
April, May or June.” 
 



Panetta emphasized, though, that his discussion with the writer was not intended to send any type 
of signal. 
 
“I don’t usually comment on columnists’ ideas of what I’m thinking,” he said at a Senate Armed 
Services Committee hearing. “That’s a dangerous game to get into.” 
 
But after being pressed, Panetta relented. “We talked,” he said. “But we talked about a lot of 
things, frankly.” 
 
The columnist, David Ignatius of The Washington Post, drew attention earlier this month when 
he wrote that Panetta’s “biggest worry” is that Israel will attack Iran. “President [Barack] Obama 
and Panetta are said to have cautioned the Israelis that the United States opposes an attack,” said 
Ignatius, who did not quote the defense secretary directly. 
 
Panetta initially had declined to discuss the article, telling The Associated Press that “what I 
think and what I view, I consider that to be an area that belongs to me and nobody else.” But his 
comments only stoked further speculation about the veracity of Ignatius’s claims. 
 
Sen. Roger Wicker (R-Miss.), who questioned Panetta at the Senate hearing Tuesday, said he 
wanted to know whether Ignatius had accurately characterized the defense secretary’s view and 
whether Panetta was using the writer to send a message. 
 
“There were no quotation marks in that article,” Wicker said. “But it sounded a whole lot like a 
quote.” 
 
In his response, Panetta reiterated his stance that the international community should act as one 
to deter Iran from developing a nuclear weapon. 
 
**************************************** 
 
Obama presses next China leader on 'rules' 
(AGENCE FRANCE PRESSE 14 FEB 12) By Stephen Collinson and Shaun Tandon 
 
US President Barack Obama on Tuesday urged China to play by the "same rules" in the global 
economy but voiced hope for cooperation in a key introductory meeting with leader-in-waiting 
Xi Jinping. 
 
China's vice president, who is expected to take the helm next year, largely focused on the 
positive on his closely watched US visit. He pledged in general terms that China would improve 
its widely criticized record on human rights. 
 
Xi made the rounds in Washington as Tibetans and others staged noisy protests outside most 
venues. At the Pentagon, he was given a rare honor ceremony with a 19-gun salute and booming 
cannons. 
 



Obama, welcoming Xi to the Oval Office, said that Washington welcomed a "prosperous" China 
and praised its "extraordinary development over the last two decades," but stressed that power 
came with "increased responsibilities." 
 
"We want to work with China to make sure that everybody is working by the same rules of the 
road when it comes to the world economic system," Obama said alongside a relaxed-looking Xi, 
as senior aides and translators stood by. 
 
"That includes ensuring that there is a balanced trading flow not only between the United States 
and China but around the world," Obama said. 
 
The US leader also brought up concerns about human rights, saying Washington would 
"continue to emphasize what we believe is the importance of realizing the aspirations and rights 
of all people." 
 
Speaking later at a luncheon for Xi at the State Department, Vice President Joe Biden sharply 
criticized China's decision to join Russia in vetoing a UN resolution condemning violence in 
Syria, as well as Beijing's rights record. 
 
"We have been clear about our concern over the areas in which, from our perspective, conditions 
in China have deteriorated and about the plight of several very prominent individuals. We 
appreciate your response," Biden said. 
 
Xi responded that China has made "tremendous and well-recognized achievements" in human 
rights but added: "There is always room for improvement." 
 
"We will, in light of China's national conditions, continue to take concrete and effective policies 
and measures to promote social fairness, justice and harmony and push forward China's course of 
human rights," Xi said. 
 
Chinese President Hu Jintao made similar remarks in Washington last year, and acknowledged 
China does not share Western ideas about human rights, believing its "national" characteristics 
must be taken into account. 
 
The Obama administration has spent months planning the visit by Xi, who is expected to succeed 
Hu next year and could serve as president for a full decade in which many experts believe that 
China will grow at breakneck speed. 
 
But China is already in the firing line ahead of US elections in November, particularly on 
economic issues. US lawmakers accuse Beijing of keeping the value of its currency unfairly low 
to fuel inexpensive exports that have turned China into a manufacturing superpower. 
 
At the luncheon, Xi said the United States and China should "should address each other's 
economic and trade concerns through dialogue and consultation, not protectionism, and uphold 
the mutually beneficial pattern of China-US economic relations and trade." 
 



China has let its yuan appreciate since mid-2010 in response to concerns over inflation. But the 
United States wants China to do more and to take action in other areas including protection of 
US intellectual property. 
 
As he held talks at the White House, dozens of impassioned pro-Tibet activists outside waved 
flags and chanted "China lies, Tibetans die" and "Xi, Tibet will be free!" 
 
China has stepped up detentions of government critics since last month and has recently imposed 
what residents say is virtual martial law in Tibetan areas after a wave of self-immolation protests 
against Beijing's rule. 
 
The wife of Gao Zhisheng, a lawyer who has defended some of China's most vulnerable people 
including coal miners and underground Christians, voiced fear that her husband may be dead. He 
was arrested in February 2009 and little has been heard from him since. 
 
"The government has lied to the family so many times in the past few years. They laugh at and 
play games with the family," Geng He told AFP before testifying Tuesday at the US 
government's Congressional-Executive Commission on China. 
 
Author Yu Jie, who fled to the United States last month after what he said was torture by 
Chinese police, pressed for Obama to take a firmer approach on human rights. 
 
"The Chinese Communist Party remains a tiger that will bite," Yu wrote in an opinion piece in 
The Washington Post. 
 
Xi heads Wednesday to Iowa, where he will meet Midwesterners from his first trip to the United 
States in 1985, before heading to California where he is likely to watch a Los Angeles Lakers 
basketball game. 
 
************************** 
 
Virginia base to lose ships in Navy move 
(UPI 14 FEB 12)  
 
WASHINGTON -- An aircraft carrier will remain, but three amphibious ships based in Hampton 
Roads, Va., will be moving to Florida, the U.S. Navy announced. 
 
The movement plans were included in a proposed 2013 defense budget, released Monday, that 
included information about the Navy's "strategic dispersal of ships." While the aircraft carrier 
will stay in Virginia, home of the only East Coast carrier base, an amphibious ready group will 
move operations to Mayport, Fla., in 2015, Navy spokeswoman Lt. Courtney Hillson said. 
 
A ready group is comprised of an amphibious assault ship and two smaller ships. 
 
Rep. Ander Crenshaw, R-Fla., whose district includes the base in Florida, said the ready group 
could relocate as early as this fall, The Norfolk (Va.) Virginian-Pilot reported. 



 
"That means 2,000 sailors and their families will call Mayport home", Crenshaw said in a 
statement. 
 
Although retaining the aircraft carrier in Hampton Roads is regarded as a triumph for the region, 
the base will lose a cruiser, a submarine and a dock landing ship to decommissioning, Hillson 
said. 
 
The Virginian-Pilot reported Tuesday the proposal includes millions of dollars in construction 
projects in southeastern Virginia. 
 
********************************* 
Navy Whacks 'Gator Navy'; Caps Amphib Fleet At 30 Ships 
(AOL DEFENSE 14 FEB 12) By Carlo Munoz 
 
THE PENTAGON: If there was one big takeaway from the Defense Department's fiscal 2013 
budget rollout yesterday, it was this: being forced to do more with less means having to take 
some risks. And the Navy has decided to is risk its future amphibious capabilities to cope with 
the fiscal realities inside the Pentagon. 
 
Navy leaders opted to cap its fleet of amphibious warships at 30 as part of the $13.7 billion set 
aside for new ships in the service's fiscal '13 budget blueprint. That figure is over $1.6 billion 
less than what the sea service spent on shipbuilding in fiscal '12. The shrinking shipbuilding 
account falls in line with the across-the-board cuts built into the Navy's overall $155.9 billion 
request for fiscal '13. In terms of actual hulls cut, the Navy slashed 16 ships from its fiscal '13 
proposal, Rear Adm. Joseph Mulloy, deputy assistant secretary for budget, told reporters here. 
The majority of those cuts consisted of the Joint High Speed Vessel along with a number of 
support ships, he said. Over the long-term, the Navy plans to hit a total force of 285 ships by 
2017, going up to 300 by 2020. But those figures fall short of the service's long-standing goal of 
a 313-ship fleet. Part of that drop will include a much smaller amphibious force. 
 
"We need 32, 33 ships, but our goal is 30 right now. That's what we're going to have. . . you're 
asking where am I taking risk? This is one area," Mulloy said. "You can't [cut] $58 billion and 
not take some risk," he added, noting the Navy's $58 billion cost-cutting goal set by the White 
House earlier this year. Marine Corps and Navy leaders have wrangled over what the right level 
of amphib ships should be to help the Corps return to the sea. The amphibious fleet, or "Gator 
Navy" as its known inside the service, is key to the Marine Corps' overarching strategy to bring 
their forces back to the shoreline. To do that, the Navy and Marines' have said they need 38 
amphibious ships. But budget pressures forced the services to drop that number down to 33 
ships. That number was a tough pill to swallow for the Corps, but they took their medicine. Even 
then, top Marine Corps leaders were already eyeing drastic measures to compensate for dropping 
below the 38-ship mark. But yesterday's plan to cap the fleet at 30 ships will give the Marines 
what they need, when they need it, Mulloy said. 
 
The 30 amphibs will be enough to fill the 10 amphibious readiness groups and "we'll be able to 
maintain the presence to move the [Marine Expeditionary Units] we have," Mulloy said. Even 



though the fleet is capped, the sea service will focus on maintaining its large-deck amphibs -- 
like the Gator Navy's mini-carriers like the USS Wasp and USS Kearsarge -- Mulloy said. That 
said, the Navy is planning on buying one more Tarawa-class large-deck amphib in fiscal '17, 
according to Mulloy. "We maintain the large-deck amphib at the end of the [five-year defense 
plan] really for a Marine Corps need and a Navy need," Mulloy said. "Those ships are 
tremendously valued to the Navy, around whether it's at other bases or other events going on 
around the world." 
 
On the other hand, the one-star admiral made clear where service priorities lie. "The real driver 
here was: What do we have to have? We are still buying [destroyers]. We are still buying 
submarines. We're still buying the other combatants we need here." 
 
****************************** 
 
Iranian boats shadow US aircraft carrier in Gulf 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 14 FEB 12) By Adam Schreck 
 
ABOARD THE USS ABRAHAM LINCOLN— Iranian patrol boats and aircraft shadowed a 
U.S. aircraft carrier strike group as it transited the Strait of Hormuz on Tuesday. 
 
The passage ended a Gulf mission that displayed Western naval power amid heightened tensions 
with Tehran, which has threatened to choke off vital oil shipping lanes. 
 
But officers onboard the USS Abraham Lincoln said there were no incidents with Iranian forces 
and described the surveillance as routine measures by Tehran near the strategic strait, which is 
jointly controlled by Iran and Oman. 
 
Although U.S. warships have passed through the strait for decades, the trip comes during an 
escalating showdown between Iran and the West over the Islamic Republic's nuclear program. 
The last time an American carrier left the Gulf — the USS John C. Stennis in late December — 
Iran's army chief warned the U.S. it should never return. 
 
The Lincoln was the centerpiece of a flotilla that entered the Gulf last month along with British 
and French warships in a display of Western unity against Iranian threats. There was no 
immediate comment by Iran about the Lincoln's departure. 
 
Iran's Revolutionary Guard has said it plans its own naval exercises near the strait, the route for a 
fifth of the world's oil supply. But Iran's military has made no attempts to disrupt oil tanker 
traffic — which the U.S. and allies have said would bring a swift response. 
 
Two American warships, one in front and one in the rear, escorted the Abraham Lincoln on its 
midday journey through the strait and into the Arabian Sea after nearly three weeks in the Gulf, 
which is frequently visited by U.S. warships and includes the headquarters of the U.S. 5th Fleet 
in Bahrain. The strait is only about 30 miles (50 kilometers) across at its narrowest point. 
 



On one side, the barren, fjord-like mountains of Oman were visible through the haze. Iran's coast 
was just beyond the horizon on the other side of the ship, but too far away to be seen. 
 
Gunners in red jerseys manned the 50-caliber machine guns as the ships moved out of the Gulf. 
An Iranian patrol boat pulled nearby. 
 
Later, just after the Lincoln rounded the "knuckle" — the nub of Oman jutting out at the southern 
end of the strait — an Iranian patrol plane buzzed overhead. Another patrol boat was waiting 
further down the coast, said Rear Adm. Troy Shoemaker, commander of the Abraham Lincoln 
Carrier Strike Force. 
 
Besides Iran's regular patrol boats, the Revolutionary Guard operates a large number of small, 
fast-attack boats. Some are armed with only a machine gun, while others also carry anti-ship 
missiles. They can be difficult to spot because they resemble the swift-moving smuggling boats 
that ply the strait. 
 
Shoemaker said none of those fast boats appeared Tuesday, likely deterred by the rough seas. 
 
He predicted before the transit that the Iranians would likely keep a close eye on the Lincoln 
throughout its passage, including with ground-based radars. He wasn't surprised by the attention 
from Iranian forces. 
 
"We would do the same things off the coast of the United States ... It's more than reasonable. 
We're operating in their backyard," he said. "We've been doing it for years." 
 
Several U.S. choppers flanked the carrier group throughout the transit, watching out for 
potentially hostile vessels and relaying real-time pictures back to the Lincoln's crew. 
 
Dozens of F/A-18 strike fighters and other planes in Lincoln's embarked air wing sat parked 
silently on deck throughout the trip. Today was a no-fly day for their crews, though some 
fighters were prepped and armed, ready to launch in as little as 15 minutes should things go 
wrong. 
 
Officers on board were eager to describe the transit, in which the Lincoln was accompanied by 
the cruiser USS Cape St. George and destroyer USS Sterett, as a routine maneuver despite the 
growing speculation that Israel could launch a military strike against Iran's nuclear program. 
 
The U.S. and allies fear Iran's uranium enrichment program could eventually lead to the 
production of weapons-grade nuclear material. Iran claims it only seeks reactors for energy and 
medical research. 
 
"I wouldn't characterize ... us going through the strait as: 'Hey, this is a huge show of force, we're 
coming through.' It's an international strait to transit. We're going from one body of water to the 
other," said Capt. John Alexander, the Lincoln's commanding officer, as preparations for the trip 
got under way late Monday. 
 



The Lincoln is expected to provide air support for the NATO mission in Afghanistan starting 
Thursday. Navy brass in the Gulf say another American carrier is due back through the strait 
soon, but gave no firm timetables. 
 
*************************************** 
 
USS Abraham Lincoln in Strait of Hormuz voyage 
(BBC 14 FEB 12) By Jonathan Beale 
 
The US aircraft carrier Abraham Lincoln has sailed through the Strait of Hormuz, close to the 
coast of Iran, for the second time in recent weeks.  
 
A BBC reporter on board said an Iranian patrol boat at one point passed by two miles (3.2km) 
from the carrier. 
 
The carrier was accompanied by a US cruiser and destroyer. 
 
Iranian officials recently threatened to close the channel, through which 20% of the world's oil 
exports pass, in a row over oil trade embargoes. 
 
The BBC's Jonathan Beale on board the Abraham Lincoln says the US has insisted it will keep 
the busy shipping lane open.  
 
At its narrowest point, the Strait of Hormuz is only 21 nautical miles (40km) wide. Earlier, the 
US navy said the Iranian patrol boat passed within about half a mile of the carrier, but they later 
corrected this to two miles. 
 
While travelling through the narrowest part of the strait, all fighter jets on the carrier were 
grounded, our correspondent says, but US Navy helicopters flew above the carrier.  
 
He says it was clearly a carefully planned operation and the crew were pleased to have come 
through the most difficult stage of the voyage without incident. 
 
A French warship and UK naval vessels accompanied the aircraft carrier in a journey through the 
strait last month. 
 
As well as ensuring the shipping channel remains open, the aircraft carrier will also eventually 
have the task of assisting operations in Afghanistan. 
 
The EU last month banned all oil imports from Iran amid growing concern over Tehran's nuclear 
programme. 
 
Both the US and EU have since lobbied countries around the world to block Iranian oil imports.  
 
Iran says its nuclear programme is solely for power generation, but Western nations fear Tehran 
is trying to develop a weapons capability. 



 
************************************* 
 
U.S. carrier crosses Hormuz amid rising Gulf tensions 
(REUTERS 14 FEB 12) By Warda Al-Jawahiry 
 
STRAIT OF HORMUZ, ON BOARD USS ABRAHAM LINCOLN – A U.S. aircraft carrier 
strike group sailed through the Strait of Hormuz Tuesday more than a month after Iran warned a 
different carrier -- USS John C. Stennis -- not to return to the Gulf as Iranian navy boats sailed 
by. 
 
Iran has threatened to close the Strait of Hormuz, used for a third of the world's seaborne oil 
trade, if Western moves to ban Iranian crude exports cripple its energy sector. 
 
Tuesday aircraft carrier USS Abraham Lincoln -- part of the Bahrain-based U.S. Fifth Fleet -- 
sailed through the strait of Hormuz with the Cape St George destroyer cruising behind. 
 
"If you listen to the (Iranian) rhetoric ... you might think that there are some tensions," Admiral 
Troy Shoemaker, commander of the carrier strike group nine, told Reuters. 
 
"We obviously pay attention to that as we go through but I think we are conducting the transit as 
part of our normal business ... Our intention is to keep it professional and routine." 
 
Iran is at loggerheads with the West over its disputed uranium enrichment program. It says its 
nuclear program is for generating electricity. 
 
The United States, like other Western countries, says it is prepared to talk to Iran but only if 
Tehran agrees to discuss halting its enrichment of uranium. Western officials say Iran has been 
asking for talks "without conditions" as a stalling tactic while refusing to put its nuclear program 
on the table. 
 
The commander of U.S. naval forces in the Gulf region said Sunday Iran had built up its naval 
forces in the Gulf and prepared boats that could be used in suicide attacks, but the U.S. Navy 
could prevent it from blocking the Strait of Hormuz. 
 
Military experts say the U.S. Navy's Fifth Fleet patrolling the Gulf - which always has at least 
one giant supercarrier accompanied by scores of jets and a fleet of frigates and destroyers - is 
overwhelmingly more powerful than Iran's navy. 
 
***************************** 
CNN Clip on USS Abraham Lincoln Strait of Hormuz Transit 
(CNN 14 FEB 12) By Frederik Pleitgen 
 
Anchor: Iran is warning the U.S., do not send your ship to the Strait of Hormuz, but we're doing 
just that. CNN is on board.  
 



Frederik Pleitgen: The USS Abraham Lincoln. It’s vital to keep one of the world's most 
important shipping lanes open for traffic, the Strait of Hormuz. Now the carrier itself had to 
transit through this strait only a few miles from Iranian territory.  
 
USS Abraham Lincoln has more than 70 aircraft on board, many of them jet fighters like the 
ones you see behind me. Nevertheless, the U.S. Navy still says a carrier of this size could be 
vulnerable to an attack from the Iranian navy. 
 
About 20% of global oil exports go through the Strait of Hormuz. In a standoff of Iran’s nuclear 
program, they have threatened to close the strait, a move that could cause major damage to the 
world's economy. They even warned the U.S. not to transit carriers through here. That’s why 
Rear Admiral Troy Shoemaker, in charge of this carrier strike group, has prepared his crew for 
the trip through the strait.  
 
Shoemaker [from clip]: You hear in the newspaper about potentially closing the strait. We just 
remain vigilant as we're coming through.  
 
Frederik Pleitgen:  Part of that vigilance, machine guns. Many were stored under deck to prevent 
them from getting hit and helicopters hovering overhead to detect approaching ships. It doesn't 
take the choppers long to find one. An Iranian patrol boat shadowing the Abraham Lincoln, at 
times no more than half a mile away. While a vessel like this couldn't sink a carrier, a sudden 
attack could do a lot of damage.  
 
What are the statistics threats that an Iranian navy could pose for something like this?  
 
Shoemaker [from clip]: Specific threats? They have small boats, they have bigger boats, they 
have submarines, and they have aircraft. They have the gamut of things.  
 
Frederik Pleitgen: But the Iranian vessels leave the carrier alone. After several hours, the passage 
through the Strait of Hormuz is complete without incident. And the Abraham Lincoln is off to a 
new task supporting operations in Afghanistan. CNN aboard the USS Abraham Lincoln in the 
Strait of Hormuz. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



Dempsey Says Status Quo Still Possible on Nukes 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 15 FEB 12) 
 
The nation's top military leader says discussions about sharp new cuts in the U.S. nuclear force 
are preliminary and maintaining the status quo is still an option. 
 
Army Gen. Martin Dempsey, in testimony before the House Armed Services Committee, was 
pressed Wednesday about The Associated Press report that the administration is weighing a 
reduction of up to 80 percent in the number of deployed weapons. 
 
Dempsey declined to comment on that figure. He said talks are ongoing in anticipation of 
negotiations with Russia. 
 
The AP reported that the administration is considering at least three options for lower numbers. 
The potential cuts would be from the current treaty limit of 1,550 deployed strategic warheads. 
 
Republican Rep. Mac Thornberry of Texas complained that any cuts would encourage U.S. 
enemies and discourage allies. 
 
************************************ 
 
McKeon blasts Defense budget 
(THE HILL 15 FEB 12) By Jeremy Herb 
 
House Armed Services Chairman Buck McKeon (R-Calif.) blasted President Obama’s new 
Defense budget for putting the U.S. military at risks of losing its superiority. 
 
“The President must understand that the world has always had, and will always have a leader,” 
McKeon said at Wednesday’s hearing on the 2013 budget. “As America steps back, someone 
else will step forward.” 
 
Defense Secretary Leon Panetta and Joint Chiefs Chairman Gen. Martin Dempsey defended the 
budget Wednesday before McKeon’s committee, echoing the same themes they outlined before 
the Senate on Tuesday. 
 
“This is a responsible investment in our nation’s security,” Dempsey said. 
 
McKeon accused Obama’s new military strategy of being driven by budget cuts, not the other 
way around. The Pentagon’s budget will be cut $487 billion over the next decade. 
 
“An honest and valid strategy for national defense can't be founded on the premise that we must 
do more with less, or even less with less,” he said. “The Administration appears committed to 
ensuring the military is the only sector of the federal government to meaningfully contribute to 
deficit reduction.” 
 



Democrats, however, praised the Defense budget, which they said was in line with the Budget 
Control Act that Congress passed mandating the cuts. 
 
“We can rationally evaluate our national security strategy, our defense expenditures, and the 
current set of missions we ask the military to undertake and come up with a strategy that 
enhances national security by spending taxpayer dollars more wisely and effectively,” said 
House Armed Serivces [sic] ranking member Adam Smith (D-Wash.). 
 
Rep. Randy Forbes (R-Va.) pushed Panetta on how much of the new strategy was based on 
budget cutting and how much was based on the strategic military shift. 
 
Panetta said that a new strategy would have been needed with the drawdowns in Afghanistan and 
Iraq. 
 
“This is not just deficit reduction,” Panetta said. 
 
McKeon asked Panetta to support his bill to avoid the first year of sequestration — which would 
hit the defense budget with an additional $500 billion cut starting in January 2013. McKeon’s 
bill, which Democrats have panned, would cut the federal workforce 10 percent over the next 
decade through attrition. 
 
Panetta said that he did want to work with McKeon to avoid sequestration, though he did not 
explicitly support his legislation. 
 
He said he wanted to do “whatever we can do on both sides to try to develop an approach that 
would de-trigger sequestration and avoid that kind of horrific result.” 
 
************************************* 
 
Pentagon eyeing future cuts to nuclear arsenal 
(CNN 15 FEB 12) By Larry Shaughnessy 
 
Washington (CNN) -- Republicans on the House Armed Services Committee Wednesday 
expressed dismay at the Obama administration's consideration of a major reduction in America's 
nuclear arsenal. 
 
Gen. Martin Dempsey, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, told the committee there are 
internal discussions under way about the number of nuclear weapons America will have in the 
future. The talks, Dempsey said in his testimony before the committee, were in preparation for 
upcoming meetings with Russia on the matter. 
 
Rep. Trent Franks, R-Arizona, called the idea "reckless lunacy." Rep. William "Mac" 
Thornberry, R-Texas, said the concept has him "very concerned." 
 
But their worries may be premature, Dempsey said. He told the committee that one result of the 
discussions could be that there would be no reductions. 



 
"The status quo, by the way, is always an option and one that is in play," he said. 
 
Dempsey wouldn't comment on media reports suggesting that the United States might reduce its 
number of warheads, which now stands at fewer than 1,600, by 80%. 
 
But he did say Congress shouldn't worry about the news stories. 
 
"I'd encourage you not to become too concerned with the media reports of what is a very 
comprehensive process," Dempsey said. 
 
************************************************ 
 
 
McKeon Calls Obama Defense Cuts a ‘Strategy Founded on Hope’ 
(BLOOMBERG 15 FEB 12) By David Lerman 
 
President Barack Obama’s defense budget would cut the military too deeply and leave the U.S. 
with a “strategy founded on hope,” the Republican chairman of the House Armed Services 
Committee said.  
 
“Although this strategy is framed as making the military more nimble and flexible, it is not clear 
how slashing the armed forces by over 100,000 during a time of war, shedding force structure, 
and postponing modernization makes that so,” Representative Howard “Buck” McKeon of 
California told Defense Secretary Leon Panetta at a hearing of the panel today.  
 
Obama’s $525.4 billion defense request for fiscal 2013 would be $5 billion less than Congress 
enacted for the current fiscal year and $46 billion less than previously planned. The Republican 
criticism opened an election-year fight over what the Pentagon has called a new strategy built on 
a leaner, more agile military.  
 
“One does not mask insufficient resources with a strategy founded on hope,” McKeon said.  
 
Panetta said cuts in troop strength and weapons programs were required as part of a deficit-
reduction law passed by Congress last year.  
 
‘Handed a Number’  
“We were handed a number for defense reductions,” Panetta said. “We stepped up to the plate. 
But you can’t balance the budget on the backs of defense, either.”  
 
He said he would do “everything possible” working with Congress to avoid further, automatic 
cuts of $500 billion over 10 years that the budget law would require unless alternative savings 
are found.  
 
Republicans portrayed the Obama administration as cutting the military to fund domestic 
programs.  



 
“We want to reduce the deficit,” said Representative J. Randy Forbes, a Virginia Republican. 
“We just don’t want to do it on the backs of our men and women who are fighting for this 
country every day.”  
 
Representative Adam Smith of Washington, the panel’s top Democrat, said defense spending has 
doubled over the past 10 years. Even with the proposed cuts, the defense budget will continue to 
increase each year, though at a slower pace than previously planned, he said.  
 
Citing events such as the killing of Osama bin Laden by U.S. commandos, Smith said in a 
written statement, “The budget lays out a strategy that will enable the United States to build on 
those successes and confront the threats of today as well as in the future.”  
 
Base Closings Opposed  
Panetta’s call for two new rounds of military base closings in 2013 and 2015 produced the most 
complaints from lawmakers in today’s hearing and yesterday’s before the Senate Armed Services 
Committee.  
 
“There’s obviously no wild enthusiasm in the Congress for additional BRAC rounds,” said 
Representative Roscoe Bartlett, a Maryland Republican, referring to the Base Realignment and 
Closure process, which was last conducted in 2005.  
 
Panetta said the closings would save money in the long term as the size of the military gets 
smaller. The budget would trim the force by 123,900 troops by 2017.  
 
The defense secretary said he is considering closing 23 military bases in Europe as part of plans 
to cut troop levels there. The U.S. has closed about 100 bases in Europe in the past six or seven 
years, he said.  
 
Lockheed, General Dynamics  
In response to other questions on the Pentagon budget:  
 
-- Panetta reaffirmed support for all three versions of Lockheed Martin Corp. (LMT)’s F-35 Joint 
Strike Fighter, the Pentagon’s most expensive weapons program. Panetta lifted probation last 
month of the Marine’s version.  
 
“We’re talking about spectacular technology that would be part of this plane,” Panetta said. 
“Countries are all lined up waiting for this plane because they know how good it’s going to be.”  
 
-- Panetta said he was “prepared to look at” funding an additional Virginia-class attack 
submarine in fiscal 2014 if savings could be found elsewhere in the defense budget.  
 
The new budget plan calls for buying only one submarine in 2014. The budget calls for buying 
two submarines in 2013 for $3.2 billion. The subs are built jointly by General Dynamics Corp. 
(GD)’s Electric Boat shipyard in Groton, Connecticut and Huntington Ingalls Industries Inc. of 
Newport News, Virginia.  



 
Northrop Grumman  
-- General Martin Dempsey, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, defended the Pentagon’s 
decision to cancel the Block 30 version of Northrop Grumman Corp. (NOC)’s Global Hawk 
unmanned aircraft. He has said U-2 spy planes are more cost-effective.  
 
“The Block 30 Global Hawk has fundamentally priced itself out of our ability to afford it,” 
Dempsey told the House panel.  
 
-- Panetta said the transition to Afghan-led security in Afghanistan is on track to be completed by 
2014 as planned.  
 
“So far it is working,” he told the committee. “The Afghan authority is doing a great job.”  
 
Panetta set another marker this month, saying the U.S. would end its primary combat role and 
shift mostly to advising Afghan forces by the end of 2013.  
 
“I was a bit shocked with your comments,” Representative K. Michael Conaway, a Texas 
Republican.  
 
Panetta said his comments about 2013 “were perfectly in line with commitments under Lisbon,” 
referring to the 2010 NATO summit that called for a transition to Afghan-led security by 2014.  
 
Referring to U.S. allies, Panetta said, “We’re in together and out together in 2014.”  
 
***************************************** 
 
Pentagon chiefs grilled over possible nuclear cuts  
(REUTERS 15 FEB 12) By Phil Stewart and David Alexander 

Defense Secretary Leon Panetta tried to defuse concerns in Congress on Wednesday about 
potential cuts to America's nuclear arsenal, as details emerged about options under consideration 
that include an 80 percent reduction in the number of warheads. 
 
Panetta, without confirming any figures, said no decisions had been made. He added that 
although a range of options were under review, the "status quo" - a ceiling of 1,550 long-range, 
deployed warheads agreed upon under the current U.S. treaty with Russia - was one of the 
options being weighed. 
 
"This has been something that has been part of a process for discussion within the national 
security team and remains there at this point," Panetta told a hearing of the House Armed 
Services Committee. 
 
A U.S. official, speaking to Reuters on condition of anonymity, confirmed leaked details about 
the options under consideration first reported by the Associated Press. These include cutting the 



total numbers of strategic, deployed nuclear weapons to around 1,000-1,100, 700-800 or 300-
400. 
 
Mac Thornberry, a Republican lawmaker, said the biggest cuts would backfire, leading to 
nuclear proliferation. 
 
"It seems to me if we end up with 500 nuclear weapons and 'Country A' has a couple hundred ... 
all the incentive in the world is for them to catch us, because it's not that far and not that hard for 
them to do," he said. 
 
President Barack Obama - a proponent of eventually ridding the world of nuclear weapons - 
secured a landmark arms control treaty with Russia in 2010, agreeing to slash each country's 
nuclear arsenals by a third from the previous ceiling of 2,200. 
 
But with the United States and Russia in presidential election years, neither side is in a position 
to move ahead with a new round of nuclear arms talks right away. 
 
For now, the sides are carrying out what Ted Warner, a senior adviser to the undersecretary of 
defense for arms control, last week called "homework" as they attempt to set the stage for a 
renewal of arms control discussions once the elections are over. 
 
General Martin Dempsey, chairman of the U.S. military's Joint Chiefs of Staff, told the same 
congressional hearing on Wednesday the discussions on the nuclear arsenal were an attempt to 
develop "our next negotiating strategy, notably with Russia." 
 
Although the current treaty slashed the number of deployed, strategic warheads, it did not 
address tactical, or short-range, deployed weapons, or even stockpiles of strategic warheads held 
at storage facilities apart from their delivery vehicles. 
 
The United States said in 2010 that its total nuclear stockpile, including deployed and non-
deployed, tactical and strategic nuclear weapons was 5,113. 
 
U.S. officials have made no secret of their ambition to broaden the discussions next time with 
Russia to include the full range of atomic weapons. 
 
The Pentagon declined comment on the details of internal discussions, but a spokesman 
acknowledged that Obama had asked the defense department to develop several "alternative 
approaches to deterrence and stability." 
 
A White House official said the Pentagon was still formulating its nuclear options study and had 
not yet presented it to the president. 
 
Rose Gottemoeller, acting undersecretary of state for arms control and international security, said 
it would contribute to "presidential guidance that will be used to develop force structure, force 
posture and stockpile requirements." 
 



"This study has not yet been reported to the president, so I don't have anything further to say on 
it," she said. 
 
********************************* 
MILITARY: Navy naming ships after trio of local military heroes 
(NORTH COUNTY TIMES 15 FEB 12) 
 
Three American heroes with ties to Camp Pendleton and San Diego are having new U.S. Navy 
destroyers named after them. 
 
Navy Secretary Ray Mabus announced Wednesday the trio of its latest guided-missile destroyers 
will be named the USS Rafael Peralta, the USS John Finn and the USS Ralph Johnson. 
 
Peralta was a San Diego native who died a hero in Iraq in 2004. 
 
Finn, a longtime county resident who died in 2010, was awarded a Medal of Honor for bravery 
during the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor in 1941. 
 
Johnson was a Camp Pendleton Marine posthumously awarded the Medal of Honor for heroism 
during the Vietnam War in 1968. 
 
Mabus said that while the actions of each occurred during different conflicts, they "were united 
in their uncommon valor." 
 
Peralta was posthumously awarded the Navy Cross after using his body to shield fellow Marines 
from an insurgent grenade during house-to-house fighting in Fallujah on Nov. 15, 2004. 
Supporters argued his actions warranted the Medal of Honor and continue to press the Pentagon 
for the upgrade. 
 
Finn was at Naval Air Station Kaneohe Bay when he manned a machine gun during the Japanese 
attack on Pearl Harbor despite having been wounded multiple times. 
 
When he died in 2010 in San Diego, Finn was the oldest living Medal of Honor recipient and the 
last living recipient from the attack on Pearl Harbor. 
 
Johnson was with a Camp Pendleton unit in Vietnam in March 1968 when his 15-man 
reconnaissance patrol was attacked and he used his body to cover an enemy grenade. 
 
Mabus said he wanted to ensure that sacrifice "will be known by today's sailors and Marines and 
honored for several decades to come by a new generation of Americans and people from around 
the world who will come in contact with these ships." 
 
Known as an Arleigh Burke class destroyer, the ships will conduct a variety of operations and 
are capable of fighting air, surface and subsurface battles. 
 



The Marine Corps had sought a Medal of Honor for Peralta, but a panel appointed to investigate 
his death ruled that it could not definitively say his actions in covering the grenade were 
voluntary. 
 
Peralta had been severely wounded before that act. Despite the panel's conclusion, the 
Department of the Navy did give him the its second highest award for valor on the battlefield. 
 
Peralta's sister, Icela Donald, said her family was thrilled. 
 
"It's just wonderful," she said. "We are overwhelmed and we feel like he (Rafael) is jumping up 
and down in heaven right now." 
 
The family was taken aback when Mabus called on Monday to inform them of the ship naming, 
she said. 
 
Their first thoughts were that something may have happened to Rafael's younger brother, 21-
year-old Ricardo, who followed his older sibling into the Marine Corps and is on assignment in 
Afghanistan. 
 
"We're really, really proud," Donald said. "We're happy for my brother, and we're happy for the 
whole Hispanic community. He was a big man with a tough heart, and with this he will be alive 
forever." 
 
Rep. Duncan Hunter, R-El Cajon, has pressed the Pentagon to name a ship after Peralta and to 
upgrade his award to the Medal of Honor. 
 
The two-term lawmaker also petitioned the Navy to name a ship after Finn. 
 
"For Sergeant Peralta and John Finn, this is recognition that’s well-deserved," Hunter said in a 
statement issued by his office. 
 
"This is very special day for Sergeant Peralta’s family, in particular," he added. "They have 
waited patiently for the Navy and the Department of Defense to recognize the actions of 
Sergeant Peralta, which are consistent with the Medal of Honor ---- an award he was nominated 
for but was wrongly denied. This is a fitting tribute to Sergeant Peralta ---- and other Marines of 
his generation ---- and will carry his legacy around the world." 
 
 
**************************************** 
 
Navy Names Ship U.S.S. Sioux City To Honor Local Military Tradition 
(KCAU (IA) 15 FEB 12)  
 
Senator Tom Harkin (D-IA) Wednesday commended the U.S. Navy and Secretary of the Navy 
Ray Mabus for naming a Littoral Combat Ship (LCS) the U.S.S. Sioux City.   The naming is part 
of a national announcement by the Navy today regarding five Navy ships; three Arleigh Burke 



class guided-missile destroyers, the USS John Finn, the U.S.S. Ralph Johnson, and the USS 
Rafael Peralta, and two LCS ships, the U.S.S. Sioux City and the U.S.S. Omaha.   
 
"This is an honor for Iowa and for the hardworking men and women of Sioux City," said Harkin.  
"The Littoral Combat Ship represents the next generation of ships – it is reliable, yet still agile 
and can operate in various waters.  The people of Sioux City should be honored, as I am as an 
Iowan, for the Navy's recognition.  I commend the Navy and Secretary Mabus for honoring our 
state in this way." 
 
The LCS is a lighter weight navy vessel specialized for close to shore (littoral) operations.  There 
have so far been 10 LCS ships publicly announced, with seven named after cities, one named 
after Gabrielle Giffords and one each with the names Freedom and Independence. 
 
Current Navy Ships named in honor of Iowa include: 
• U.S.S. The Sullivans – An  Arleigh Burke-class guided missile destroyer named for a family of 
soldiers from Waterloo that died aboard the U.S.S. Juneau during World War II.   
• U.S.S. Howard – An Arleigh Burke-class guided missile destroyer named for Gunnery Sgt. 
Jimmie E. Howard, a native of Burlington, and a Vietnam War era Medal of Honor recipient. 
• U.S.S. Curtis Wilbur – An Arleigh Burke-class guided missile destroyer named for the 43rd 
Navy Secretary and Iowa native Curtis Wilbur. 
• U.S.S. Hampton – A Los Angeles-class Submarine named for Hampton. 
• U.S.S. Keokuk – A Natick class large district harbor tug named for Keokuk. 
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TThhiiss  WWeeeekk  iinn  tthhee  WWaarr  ooff  11881122::    
OOnn  JJaann..  1177,,  11881122,,  ddeebbaattee  iinn  tthhee  HHoouussee  ooff  RReepprreesseennttaattiivveess  bbeeggaann  oonn  aa  bbiillll  ttoo  iinnccrreeaassee  tthhee  ssiizzee  aanndd  ssccooppee  ooff  tthhee  
nnaavvaall  sseerrvviiccee..    AAss  wwaarr  wwiitthh  GGrreeaatt  BBrriittaaiinn  aappppeeaarreedd  iimmmmiinneenntt,,  ppooppuullaarr  ddeemmaanndd  ddiiccttaatteedd  tthhee  nneeeedd  ttoo  iinnvveesstt  iinn  
oouurr  nnaattiioonn’’ss  NNaavvyy..  FFoorr  mmoorree  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn  oonn  tthhee  WWaarr  ooff  11881122,,  vviissiitt  hhttttpp::////wwwwww..oouurrffllaaggwwaassssttiilllltthheerree..oorrgg//    
  
TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. U.S. Secretary Of The Navy To Punta Arenas 
(RADIO POLAR (CHILE) 16 JAN 12) 

The Secretary of the U.S. Navy, Ray Mabus, who is visiting the country in order to know how to operate the Armada de Chile at 
the southern end, in addition to strengthening ties between the two naval institutions, arrived in Punta Arenas last Wednesday. 

 
2. Navy Secretary Likes Town's Park Semper Fi 
Secretary of the Navy Ray Mabus visited San Clemente’s Marine Monument 
(ORANGE COUNTY (CA) REGISTER 16 JAN 12) ... Fred Swegles 

Navy Secretary Ray Mabus paid a visit to San Clemente's Park Semper Fi on Monday, calling the monument "a wonderful tribute 
to the Marines by the city of San Clemente." 

 
3. Adm. Greenert Fields Questions From Enterprise Crew 
Navy's top officer fields questions from rank and file aboard Enterprise 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 14 JAN 12) ... Kate Wiltrout 

There was no question too small - and no topic too big - for Adm. Jonathan Greenert during a whirlwind visit to the aircraft 
carrier Enterprise. 

 
4. A Changed Way Of War In Afghanistan's Skies 
(NEW YORK TIMES 16 JAN 12) ... C. J. Chivers 

INSIDE STRIKE FIGHTER VENGEANCE 13, over Kandahar Province, Afghanistan — Cmdr. Layne McDowell glanced over 
his left shoulder, through the canopy of a Navy F/A-18, to an Afghan canyon 9,000 feet below. An American infantry company was 
down there. 

 
5. Navy's SEAL Program Turns 50 
Coronado, there from the start, remains the elite community's base 
(SAN DIEGO UNION TRIBUNE 13 JAN 12) ... Jeanette Steele 

The Navy’s SEALs turn 50 this month. President John F. Kennedy, a Navy man himself, would probably be proud. 
 

6. Christening Coronado 
Ceremony caps good week for LCS program, Austal 
(MOBILE PRESS-REGISTER 15 JAN 12) ... Dan Murtaugh 

MOBILE, Alabama -- High-ranking U.S. Navy officials lauded the work of Austal USA shipbuilders today during the christening 
of the future U.S.S. Coronado at the Arthur R. Outlaw Mobile Convention Center. 

 
7. Transition Benefits, Norfolk FFSC Hosts ERB Transition Forum 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 13 JAN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist Seaman Scott Youngblood, Navy Public Affairs Support 
Element, Norfolk 

NORFOLK, Va. -- An Enlisted Retention Board (ERB) Transition Forum was held at Naval Station Norfolk, Jan. 13, for Sailors 
transitioning out of the Navy. 
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CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
8. Navy Crew Helps Out In Amazing Ravine Rescue 
Rescue workers saved mother and two kids trapped in car hanging off a bridge. 
(ABC NEWS 14 JAN 12) ... Dan Kloeffer 

A Navy construction crew passing by the scene of a horrific wreck joined forces with emergency rescue workers to keep a 
mangled BMW carrying a California mother, her 10-year-old daughter and 10-week baby from slipping off a bridge and plunging into 
a 100-foot deep ravine. 

 
9. Navy Aircrew Assists In At-Sea Rescue 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 15 JAN 12) ... Commander, U.S. Naval Forces Europe-Africa/U.S. 6th Fleet Public Affairs 

NAPLES, Italy -- An aircrew assigned to Patrol Squadron 47, operating from Naval Air Station Sigonella, Sicily, sprang into 
action to help rescue 68 people adrift on a powerless raft in the Mediterranean Sea, Jan. 15, more than 80 miles from the southwest 
coast of Malta. 

 
10. U.S.: Encounter With Iran Ship Not Hostile 
(NBC NEWS 13 JAN 12) ... Jim Miklaszewski and Courtney Kube 

Last week's close encounter between U.S. ships and Iranian speed boats in the Strait of Hormuz was considered "routine" and a 
"very common occurence" especially for ships transiting the strait, a senior defense official and a U.S. military official tell NBC 
News. 

 
11. U.S. Navy Finds Dolphins A Key Ally In Strait Of Hormuz Showdown With Iran 
(FOX NEWS 15 JAN 12) 

With Iran threatening to close the Strait of Hormuz, which would effectively shut down one-fifth of the world’s daily oil trade, the 
U.S. Navy has a secret weapon: dolphins. 

 
12. Two Norfolk-Based Ships To Deploy Tuesday 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 15 JAN 12) ... Jennifer Jiggetts 

NORFOLK - The guided-missile frigates Elrod and Nicholas will deploy from Norfolk Naval Station on Tuesday, the Navy 
announced. 

 
13. U.S. Forces Stay Vigilant On N. Korea: U.S. Commander 
(KYODO NEWS 13 JAN 12) 

HONOLULU -- The U.S. military continues to be ''vigilant'' on North Korea with the possibility of ''the worst case'' in mind, 
although so far no unusual movements by North Korean forces have been observed since the death of Kim Jong Il last month, the top 
U.S. military officer in the Pacific region said Thursday. 

 
14. Commodore Of Submarine Squadron 2 Presents USS Providence Battle “E” 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 14 JAN 12) ... Lt. Cmdr. Jennifer Cragg, Commander, Submarine Group 2 Public Affairs 

GROTON, Conn. -- The commodore of Submarine Squadron 2 presented USS Providence (SSN 719) leadership and her crew 
with the Battle Efficiency "E" during an awards ceremony at Naval Submarine Base New London Jan. 13. 

 
15. Submarine Squadron 2 Disestablishes, Consolidates Four Attack Submarines 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 14 JAN 12) ... Lt. Cmdr. Jennifer Cragg, Commander, Submarine Group 2 Public Affairs 

GROTON, Conn. -- Groton-based submarine unit, Commander, Submarine Squadron (COMSUBRON) 2 disestablished and 
consolidated their attack submarines during an official ceremony at Naval Submarine Base New London's Shepherd of the Sea chapel 
in Groton Jan. 13. 

 
16. Director Of Task Force Energy Addresses USS Bonhomme Richard Sailors, Families 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 13 JAN 12) ... Tracey Moriarty, Chief of Naval Operations Energy and Environmental Readiness Division 
Public Affairs 

SAN DIEGO -- The director of Navy Task Force Energy (TFE) addressed Sailors and families aboard USS Bonhomme Richard 
(LHD 6) during the ship's Family Day Cruise Jan. 12. 

 
17. Japanese Forces And Marines Train In Iron Fist 
Iron Fist amphibious exercise expands during shift toward Asia Pacific 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 16 JAN 12) ... Gretel C. Kovach 

Camp Pendleton troops will be storming the beaches with Japanese defense forces over the next month, building on long-standing 
military ties with an important strategic ally in the Asia Pacific amid rising tensions in the region. 
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GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
18. U.S. Warns Israel On Strike 
Officials lobby against attack on Iran as military leaders bolster defenses 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 14 JAN 12) ... Adam Entous, Julian E. Barnes and Jay Solomon 

WASHINGTON—U.S. defense leaders are increasingly concerned that Israel is preparing to take military action against Iran, 
over U.S. objections, and have stepped up contingency planning to safeguard U.S. facilities in the region in case of a conflict. 

 
19. Tensions Rise Between Gulf Nations, Iran 
Tensions Rise Between Iran, Arab States Over Possible Oil Embargo 
... Iran warns Persian Gulf states against joining a possible Western-backed oil embargo, but they appear less afraid of Tehran's threats 
than in the past. 

(LOS ANGELES TIMES 16 JAN 12) Jeffrey Fleishman and Ramin Mostaghim 
 

20. Dempsey To Make First Visit To Israel 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 15 JAN 12) ... Aron Heller 

JERUSALEM — The top U.S. military commander is scheduled for talks in Israel this week, Israel said Sunday, at a time when 
the U.S. is concerned that Israel might be preparing to attack Iran over its nuclear program. 

 
21. Regional 'Tensions' Delay U.S.-Israel Drill 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 16 JAN 12) ... Jean-Luc Renaudie 

JERUSALEM - Israel and the United States opted to delay a major joint military exercise because of regional tensions and 
instability, Israeli Foreign Minister Avigdor Lieberman said on Jan. 16. 

 
22. Report: Chinese Sub Test-Launches ICBMs 
(DEFENSE NEWS 16 JAN 12) ... Wendell Minnick 

TAIPEI — China test-launched six Julang-2 (JL-2) submarine-launched ballistic missiles (SLBMs) sometime before the new year 
from a submarine in the Bohai Sea, according to reports by a local daily newspaper. 

 
23. Royal Navy Captures 13 Somali Pirates 
The Royal Navy has captured a pirate ship off the coast of Somalia. 
(LONDON TELEGRAPH (UK) 14 JAN 12) ... Holly Watt 

ON BOARD RFA FORT VICTORIA -- A team of elite Royal Marines stormed the ship to seize thirteen suspected pirates, who 
were equipped with rocket-propelled grenades and assault rifles. 

 
24. Piracy Attacks Persist Amid Navy Crackdown 
Armed Somali Pirates Devise New Tactics To Hijack Vessels 
(SOMALIA REPORT 16 JAN 12) 

Somali pirates have accelerated their operations off the coast of war torn Somalia even as the international community continue 
with a massive crackdown on the high seas banditry, Somalia Report has reliably learned. 

 
25. Navy's £5bn Harrier Jet Replacement 'Unable To Land On Aircraft Carriers' 
The Royal Navy's multi-billion pound fighter plane programme is under threat amid claims that its new all-
purpose jets cannot land on aircraft carriers, it has emerged. 
(LONDON TELEGRAPH (UK) 16 JAN 12) ... Andrew Hough, and Thomas Harding 

Leaked Pentagon documents claim a design flaw in the Joint Strike Fighter (JSF) has caused eight simulated landings to fail. 
 

26. U.S. Reassures Norway About F-35 Deliveries 
(DEFENSE NEWS 16 JAN 2012) ... Gerard O'Dwyer 

HELSINKI — Last week's meeting between Norwegian and U.S. defense chiefs has boosted Norway's confidence' that the U.S. 
can deliver most of its planned buy of 56 F-35 fighters within the agreed timetable starting in 2018, Norwegian officials said. 

 

PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
27. Navy Unlikely To Convene Another Enlisted Retention Board 
(STARS AND STRIPES 17 JAN 12) ... Erik Slavin 

YOKOSUKA NAVAL BASE, Japan — The Navy does not expect to target Sailors in overmanned job ratings for separation in 
2013, officials from the Navy Personnel Command’s fleet engagement team told Sailors Tuesday. 
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28. Hunting Pirates 
Stockton man part of team that helped save Iranian fishermen 
(STOCKTON (CA) RECORD 14 JAN 12) ... Keith Reid 

STOCKTON - A 23-year-old Stockton man was at the center of an international incident last week when the U.S. Navy rescued 
Iranian fishermen held captive by Somali pirates. 

 
29. NAVSEA Announces Sailors Of The Year 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 14 JAN 12) ... Naval Sea Systems Command 

WASHINGTON -- Naval Sea Systems Command (NAVSEA) 2011 Sailors of the Year (SOY) were annuonced at a Washington 
Navy Yard luncheon Jan. 13. 

 
30. Fallen Sailor Laid To Rest 
(KHSL CBS CHICO (CA) 14 JAN 12) ... Colin Lygren 

A final farewell to a Northern California hero. Chad Regelin is now in his final resting place. 
 

31. Body Found In Va. Beach Believed To Be Missing Sailor 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 13 JAN 12) ... Cindy Clayton 

VIRGINIA BEACH - A body believed to be that of a Sailor reported missing on Jan. 1 was found Thursday night inside his home 
in the 3100 block of Aloma Court. 

 

FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
32. Navy Eyes 'Golden Age' In Seapower, Cuts Or Not 
(AOL DEFENSE 13 JAN 12) ... Carlo Munoz 

WASHINGTON - The Navy sails on the cusp a new "golden age" of seapower despite the fact that it will have one of the smallest 
fleets in recent history, a top service leader believes. 

 
33. New Navy Budgets May Sink Plans For Carriers 
Fight is on to save flattop fleet 
(WASHINGTON TIMES 16 JAN 12) ... Rowan Scarborough 

On the surface, the Navy’s cherished fleet of 11 active aircraft carriers seems safe from President Obama’s budget slashers. 
 

34. U.S. Navy Shipbuilding Given Budget Priority 
(DEFENSE NEWS 16 JAN 2012) ... Christopher P. Cavas 

The general state of the U.S. Navy's shipbuilding programs is good, two senior service officials claimed, and construction 
programs apparently will not be slashed to meet an expected Pentagon-wide $263 billion reduction in spending. 

 
35. Navy Sees Slight Increase In Shipbuilding Work 
(DEFENSE DAILY 13 JAN 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

Despite budget cuts, the Navy projects there will be a slight increase in workload at the nation's shipyards over the next five years, 
according to a service official. 

 
36. V-22 Osprey Aircraft's Reliability Improves In Pentagon Testing 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 13 JAN 12) ... Tony Capaccio 

The Marine Corps V-22 Osprey’s safety, combat effectiveness and reliability have improved in the past year, according to the 
Pentagon’s test office. 

 

BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
37. Navy, Managers Say Tests Show No Extensive Mold 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 16 JAN 12) ... Corinne Reilly 

Inspections of privately managed military housing have confirmed residents' complaints about mold and moisture problems, 
although both the Navy and the management company contend the issue is a maintenance problem, not a public health concern. 

 
38. CNO Announces 2011 Service Award Winners 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 13 JAN 12) ... Ed Barker, Naval Education and Training Command Public Affairs 

PENSACOLA, Fla. -- Twelve commands were recognized for community service excellence as the Chief of Naval Operations 
(CNO) announced the Health, Safety, and Fitness Flagship awards for calendar year 2011 by Naval Administrative Message 
(NAVADMIN) 016/12 Jan. 12. 
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39. Navy To Participate In Mardi Gras 2012 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 15 JAN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Robert Keilman, Navy Recruiting District New 
Orleans Public Affairs 

NEW ORLEANS -- Navy Recruiting District (NRD) New Orleans announced Jan. 13, it will participate in upcoming parades as 
part of Mardi Gras 2012. 

 
40. U.S. Navy Ship Adopted By Indian Wells, School Moving On To Japan 
(PALM SPRINGS (CA) DESERT SUN 13 JAN 12) 

SAN DIEGO — A U.S. Navy ship adopted by the city of Indian Wells and Gerald R. Ford Elementary School will move from its 
longtime home port in San Diego to Sasebo, Japan. 

 
41. Machida Troop Visits George Washington 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 15 JAN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Marcus D. Mince, USS George Washington Public 
Affairs 

YOKOSUKA, Japan -- Members of the Scouting Association of Japan from Machida Prefecture Troop 1 based in Tokyo, toured 
the Navy's only full-time forward-deployed aircraft carrier USS George Washington (CVN 73), Jan. 14. 

 
42. Tanaka Clarifies Remark On Timeline For Futenma-Linked Construction 
(KYODO NEWS 17 JAN 12) 

TOKYO -- Japan's new Defense Minister Naoki Tanaka on Monday clarified his earlier comment touching on a specific timeline 
for the commencement of construction work related to the relocation of a key U.S. base in Okinawa Prefecture. 

 
43. Tokyo Looking To Buy Okinawa's Support For Relocated Marine Base 
(STARS AND STRIPES 16 JAN 12) ... Travis J. Tritten and Chiyomi Sumida 

CAMP FOSTER, Okinawa — Japan is planning to shovel billions of dollars in unrestricted funding on Okinawa this year in 
hopes of buying public support for keeping a U.S. Marine Corps base on the island, experts say. 

 
44. Twentynine Palms Marine Base Good Fit For Solar Projects 
Report: Twentynine Palms military facility has enough open land for development 
(PALM SPRINGS (CA) DESERT SUN 13 JAN 12) ... K Kaufmann 

The Marine Corps Air Ground Combat Center in Twentynine Palms has been singled out as one of four California desert military 
bases with the potential for large-scale solar development. 

 

NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
45. Auditors To Track DoD Effort To Save $100 Billion 
(NAVY TIMES 23 JAN 12) ... Rick Maze 

Congressional auditors have been enlisted to track whether the Pentagon really achieves $100 billion in savings promised over 
five years from efficiencies, cuts in overhead costs and other initiatives. 

 
46. U.S. Faces New Challenge Of Fewer Troops In Europe 
(NEW YORK TIMES 14 JAN 12) ... Thom Shanker and Steven Erlanger 

WASHINGTON — With word that the Pentagon will bring two combat brigades home from Germany, the Obama administration 
faces a challenge to convince Atlantic allies that the military's new orders to refocus on the Asia-Pacific region, while sustaining its 
role in the Middle East, will not mean abandoning Europe to fit shrinking budgets. 

 
47. Medical Experts Warn Of Synthetic Drug Dangers 
(NAVY TIMES 13 JAN 12) ... Patricia Kime 

The American College of Emergency Physicians is publicizing the dangers of synthetic drugs, running two reports in the online 
journal Annals of Emergency Medicine describing intensive care unit and emergency room incidents involving patients using 
mephedrone, nicknamed “bath salts,” and methoxetamine, also known as “Kmax” and “Mexxy.” 

 
48. New System For USS Cole Case At Guantanamo 
(NPR 15 JAN 12) ... Rachel Martin 

This week at Guantanamo Bay prison, there will be a hearing in the military trial of the man alleged to be behind the 2000 attack 
on the USS Cole in Yemen. Guantanamo just marked the 10-year anniversary of its use as a detention center for suspected terrorists, 
and the trial marks a new phase for the prison. 
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49. New Training Ordered After Urination Scandal 
(ARMY TIMES 13 JAN 12) ... Dan Lamothe and Andrew deGrandpre 

The three-star commander of all NATO combat troops in Afghanistan has ordered mandatory training outlining how to handle 
war casualties in the wake of a video surfacing online showing four Marines urinating on the corpses of suspected Taliban fighters. 

 
50. U.S. Navy Week In Review Jan. 7, 2012-Jan 13, 2012 
(YOUTUBE 13 JAN 12) ... U.S. Navy 

Welcome to this week's U.S. Navy multimedia production featuring selected images from around the fleet received during the 
week of Jan. 7, 2012-Jan 13, 2012. 

 

OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
51. Meeting China's Military Challenge 
(AVIATION WEEK 16 JAN 12) ... J. Randy Forbes 

For six decades, America’s military strength has helped preserve a relatively stable Asia-Pacific environment. However, in recent 
years Beijing has rapidly modernized its military with aspirations of supplanting the U.S.’s position. If present trends continue, 
China’s growing capabilities may help it win a bloodless victory so the regional balance of power tilts in Beijing’s favor as it is 
increasingly able to deter U.S. forces from entering the region, coerce neighboring states, or -- should conflict ensue -- win a rapid 
victory. 

 
52. Obama’s Shrinking Navy 
Carrier cuts undermine U.S. power in the Pacific 
(WASHINGTON TIMES 17 JAN 12) ... Editorial 

President Obama declared earlier this month that national-security strategy should drive the defense budget and not vice versa. 
Talk is cheap. An emerging debate over the Navy’s future reveals the price America will pay for slashing defense. 

 
53. This Week At War: Playing Risk 
The Pentagon's risky new assumptions 
(FOREIGN POLICY 13 JAN 12) ... Robert Haddick 

Last week, I discussed the release of the Pentagon's new strategic guidance, the document that attempts to explain how the U.S. 
military services and field commanders plan to cope with a $487 billion cut from their previous 10-year budget plan. Defense analysts 
now await the White House's detailed defense budget request, a document that is bound to contain a lot of unhappy news for Congress 
members and defense contractors. 

 
54. U.S.' Asia-Pacific Focus Not A Radical Change 
(SINGAPORE STRAITS TIMES 16 JAN 12) ... Robert Karniol 

The American navy chief, Admiral Jonathan Greenert, recently addressed Washington's new focus on the Asia-Pacific region 
during his remarks to a forum at the Centre for a New American Security. And some may have been startled by what he said. 

 
55. The Downgrading Of Europe 
Barack Obama's new defence plans neglect Europe at their peril 
(THE ECONOMIST 14 JAN 12) ... Editorial 

The new “strategic guidance” announced by Barack Obama on January 5th, has triggered a wide-ranging debate about the future 
of American military power. On the right, critics have lambasted it as “declinist,” principally because, quite sensibly, it seeks to 
reconcile America’s strategic priorities with the need to find around $500 billion of defence savings over the next decade. 

 

BBLLOOGGSS::  
56. EXCERPTS FROM BLOGS AROUND THE WORLD 
(PUBLISHED 13 – 16 JAN 12) 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. U.S. Secretary Of The Navy To Punta Arenas 
(RADIO POLAR (CHILE) 16 JAN 12) 

The Secretary of the U.S. Navy, Ray Mabus, who is 
visiting the country in order to know how to operate the 
Armada de Chile at the southern end, in addition to 
strengthening ties between the two naval institutions, arrived 
in Punta Arenas last Wednesday. 

During his stay in Santiago, Chile he met with the 
Commander in Chief of the Navy, Admiral Edmundo 
González and later with the Defense Minister, Andres 
Allamand, then concluded the program with a visit to the 
Region of Magallanes and Chilean Antarctica. 

The Secretary of the Navy of the United States is 
accompanied by the Director General of the Services of the 
Navy, Admiral Cristian de la Maza, who notes that this 
activity is part of an invitation to the U.S. authority to visit the 

facilities of the Third Zone naval and Beagle naval District, 
which operates in Puerto Williams. 

In the city of Punta Arenas, the delegation was received 
by the Chief of Staff of the Third Naval Zone Acting, 
Commander Gaston Ramirez, who took them to navigate the 
bay on the Missile Boat "Casma," where they had the 
opportunity to know the art equipment that operates with the 
combat unit. 

Notably, the Secretary Ray Mabus is the 75th Secretary of 
the United States Navy and is responsible for the Navy and 
Marine Corps of that country, he is responsible for an annual 
budget of over 150,000 million dollars and almost 900,000 
people. 

This is an English-language translation. The article 
originally appeared in Spanish. 

Return to Index 
 

2. Navy Secretary Likes Town's Park Semper Fi 
Secretary of the Navy Ray Mabus visited San Clemente’s Marine Monument 
(ORANGE COUNTY (CA) REGISTER 16 JAN 12) ... Fred Swegles 

Navy Secretary Ray Mabus paid a visit to San Clemente's 
Park Semper Fi on Monday, calling the monument "a 
wonderful tribute to the Marines by the city of San Clemente." 

Mabus is scheduled to attend dedication ceremonies 
Tuesday at Camp Pendleton for a new barracks named for 
Lance Cpl. Donald Hogan, a San Clemente Marine killed by a 
roadside bomb in 2009 in Afghanistan. The secretary will 
present the Navy Cross to Jim and Carla Hogan, the fallen 
Marine's parents, saluting Donald Hogan's act of selflessness 
in alerting his squad of a bomb and was able to push a member 
of his unit out of the blast zone. 

On Monday, Mabus visited with local dignitaries while 
inspecting Park Semper Fi's bronze Marine Monument, built 
with community donations in 2005 on a knoll overlooking the 
San Clemente Pier. He remarked that San Clemente has long 
been a good neighbor to Camp Pendleton. 

"The fact that the citizens of San Clemente raised the 
money, established this park honoring the Marines and 
particularly the fallen Marines means a whole lot to the Navy 

and Marine Corps family. It speaks volumes about the people 
of San Clemente," Mabus said. 

He had an impromptu meeting with Jo Seitsinger, mother 
of Sgt. Danton Kyle Seitsinger, killed in Afghanistan in 2004. 
A bench in Park Semper Fi is dedicated to the Marine 
veteran's memory, and his mother pays a visit yearly. When 
former mayor Wayne Eggleston, founder of the Park Semper 
Fi campaign, informed her that the Navy secretary would be 
there, she was too. 

She and Mabus spoke to one another and embraced. 
"Very nice man," Jo Seitsinger said afterward. "I was honored 
to have been asked and honored to meet him. I think that 
works both ways. I don't know how many face-to-face people 
he comes in contact with that have suffered a casualty." 

Mabus, contacted later via email to ask how he felt about 
the meeting, replied, "I am humbled by and grateful for the 
sacrifices made by our service members and the families who 
serve with them. It was a great honor meeting Sgt. Seitsinger's 
mother." 

Return to Index 
 

3. Adm. Greenert Fields Questions From Enterprise Crew 
Navy's top officer fields questions from rank and file aboard Enterprise 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 14 JAN 12) ... Kate Wiltrout 

There was no question too small - and no topic too big - 
for Adm. Jonathan Greenert during a whirlwind visit to the 
aircraft carrier Enterprise. 

Almost four months into his job as chief of naval 
operations, weeks before the release of a pared-down defense 
budget, the Navy's top-ranking officer flew aboard Thursday 
specifically to talk shop with Sailors. 

Greenert was happy to take questions during an all-hands 
meeting in the carrier's cavernous hangar bay as it steamed 
about 100 miles off the coast. (Will deployments get longer? 
Will the Navy scale back funding for college classes? How 

will tensions with Iran affect the ship's coming deployment to 
the Persian Gulf?) 

But the four-star admiral, a submariner by training, 
seemed to most enjoy turning the tables and peppering 
everyone he met with questions. 

After dining alongside a group of junior enlisted Sailors, 
Greenert made a beeline for the galley. Donning a paper cap, 
he plunged into the steamy kitchen where a team of cooks 
(culinary specialists, in Navy parlance) had just finished 
preparing batches of blackened catfish, macaroni and cheese, 
steamed broccoli, and rice pilaf. 
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As he shook hands and passed out commemorative coins, 
the admiral talked to each Sailor on duty. 

Where are you from? How long have you been in? What 
do you want to do in the Navy? he asked. Some Sailors got 
additional queries: Why did you want to be a culinary 
specialist? What was the hardest item on tonight's menu to 
make? What time do you start preparing dinner? (Answer: 
right after lunch is finished.) 

Before leaving the galley, Greenert spent a few minutes 
with the ship's assistant food service officer, Master Chief 
Petty Officer Thaddeus Wright. The two talked about 
balancing heat-and-serve offerings with dishes made from 
scratch, and making sure culinary specialists are taught to 
cook, not just warm up food. 

The payoff is twofold, Greenert said. "I don't want the 
food to be bad, and people not to learn," he told Wright. 

Wright said he was thrilled that the admiral spent half an 
hour in the galley, an often-overlooked spot in a ship with 
eight nuclear reactors and its own airport. 

"I would never expect to really see that," he said. "He 
wants to make it right." 

In separate sessions with aviators in a squadron ready 
room, and with chief petty officers in their mess, or private 
eating quarters, Greenert dug deeper: Do Sailors have 
adequate training? Is equipment holding up under the stress of 
back-to-back deployments? Do spouses have the support they 
need? 

He asked the chief petty officers about hazards to young 
Sailors, including predatory lenders and "Spice," a synthetic 
form of marijuana that's banned by the Navy and illegal in 
Virginia. 

Amidst the serious discussions, Greenert and Rick West, 
the master chief petty officer of the Navy, or MCPON, had 
some fun with the crew. 

In front of a thousand Sailors, they sang "Happy 
Birthday" to the ship, which celebrated its 50th in November. 

Both handed out hundreds of shiny metal command coins, 
which have no monetary value but carry their own cachet. 

During the all-hands meeting, Greenert shared his vision 
of the Navy, boiled down to a half-dozen words. 

"Warfighting first. Operate forward. Be ready. Those are 
the six simple words I tell my staff day in, day out. That's the 
way we look at things up there, and that's the way we'll 
operate during my tenure," he said. 

"Operating forward" is nothing new, but some of the 
specifics Greenert described may have been news to 
Enterprise Sailors, who returned from deployment in July and 
are headed back to the Middle East in March. 

In coming years, U.S. ships won't just make port visits in 
Spain and Singapore - they'll be stationed in those nations, at 
the invitation of their governments. 

Four guided-missile destroyers, equipped with ballistic 
missile defense capabilities, will operate out of Rota, Spain, 

Greenert said. He estimated that the first of those ships would 
relocate in two years, with all of them in place by 2016. 

It's too early to say whether any Norfolk-based destroyers 
would shift to Spain, he said. 

Similarly, there are plans for a number of U.S. littoral 
combat ships to operate out of Singapore, on the Strait of 
Malacca, one of the world's busiest shipping lanes. 

Having ships already on station saves both money, in the 
form of fuel, and time - it takes about three weeks for a ship to 
travel from the West Coast to the Strait of Malacca, and about 
a week to get from the East Coast to the Mediterranean. 

In response to questions about not having enough crew 
members on ships, Greenert said, the Navy has begun to shift 
more billets from shore duty to sea duty. And top brass are 
considering offering incentives to Sailors on shore duty who 
want to go back to sea. 

In an interview, Greenert said the Navy is studying the 
feasibility of rotating crews on more classes of ships. The 
service already assigns dual crews to coastal patrol ships, 
mine-hunters and ballistic missile submarines. A while back, 
the Navy considered expanding the practice to destroyers but 
decided not to after a pilot program. 

Now, Greenert said, it is re-examining that option. 
The Enterprise Sailors, who will be at sea for work-ups 

for a few more weeks before heading east on deployment, 
have more immediate concerns - such as Iran's threat to close 
off the Strait of Hormuz in response to sanctions over its 
nuclear program. 

"Things are warm" with Iran, Greenert said, but he 
cautioned Sailors not to get too caught up in the international 
political rhetoric. 

The majority of recent actions between the Iranian navy 
and the U.S. Navy in the Strait of Hormuz have been 
professional and in accordance with international standards, 
the admiral said. 

"You guys are pretty good at what you do, and Iran has a 
pretty good sense for that." 

CNN reported Friday afternoon that two U.S. ships - the 
amphibious transport dock New Orleans and the Coast Guard 
cutter Adak - were harassed by Iranian speedboats on Jan. 6. 
No shots were fired, and in the Coast Guard incident, the small 
boats backed off after the Americans established 
communications with a larger Iranian naval vessel. 

While that issue and others will keep the new CNO busy, 
Greenert clearly enjoyed taking a break from the Pentagon and 
spending time with Sailors. 

"Doing this is more exciting than any damn thing I do," 
he told the crew. "I got to go the White House and have a chat 
with the president - that was pretty cool. But this tells me 
more, and I get more out of this, than anything else. My job is 
to enable you all to go out and do your jobs... to see you all 
able to do it is very satisfying." 

View Gallery (12 Photos) 
Return to Index 
 

4. A Changed Way Of War In Afghanistan's Skies 
(NEW YORK TIMES 16 JAN 12) ... C. J. Chivers 

INSIDE STRIKE FIGHTER VENGEANCE 13, over 
Kandahar Province, Afghanistan — Cmdr. Layne McDowell 
glanced over his left shoulder, through the canopy of a Navy 

F/A-18, to an Afghan canyon 9,000 feet below. An American 
infantry company was down there. 

The soldiers had been inserted by helicopter. Now a 
ground controller wanted the three strike fighters circling 
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overhead to send a sign — both to the grunts and to any 
Taliban fighters shadowing them as they walked. 

Commander McDowell banked and aligned his jet’s nose 
with the canyon’s northeastern end. Then he followed his 
wingmen’s lead. He dived, pulled level at 5,000 feet and 
accelerated down the canyon’s axis at 620 miles per hour, 
broadcasting his proximity with an extended engine roar. 

In the lexicon of close air support, his maneuver was a 
“show of presence” — a mid-altitude, nonlethal display 
intended to reassure ground troops and signal to the Taliban 
that the soldiers were not alone. It reflected a sharp shift in the 
application of American air power, de-emphasizing 
overpowering violence in favor of sorties that often end 
without munitions being dropped. 

The use of air power has changed markedly during the 
long Afghan conflict, reflecting the political costs and 
sensitivities of civilian casualties caused by errant or 
indiscriminate strikes and the increasing use of aerial drones, 
which can watch over potential targets for extended periods 
with no risk to pilots or more expensive aircraft. 

Fighter jets with pilots, however, remain an essential 
component of the war, in part because little else in the allied 
arsenal is considered as versatile or imposing, and because of 
improvements in the aircraft’s sensors. 

Commander McDowell’s career has followed the arc of 
this changing role. At the outset of the war in 2001, American 
aircraft often attacked in ways that maximized violence, 
including carpet bombing, dropping cluster munitions and 
conducting weeks of strikes with precision-guided munitions. 

Flying in an F-14 squadron from the aircraft carrier 
Enterprise, then-Lieutenant McDowell dropped 6,000 pounds 
of munitions in the war’s first week, destroying Taliban 
aircraft and vehicles at Herat airfield and striking training 
camps and barracks in Kandahar Province. 

He had already flown the past two years in Kosovo and 
Iraq, where in 32 combat sorties he dropped 35,000 pounds of 
guided munitions, including on Serbian barracks that were 
struck when the largest number of soldiers were believed to be 
inside. 

“Our culture is a fangs-out, kill-kill-kill culture,” he said. 
“That’s how we train. And back then, the mind-set was: 
maximum number of enemy killed, maximum number of 
bombs on deck, to achieve a maximum psychological effect.” 

That was then. A little more than a decade on, his most 
common mission is what is called an “overwatch,” scanning 
the ground via infrared sensors and radioing what he sees to 
troops below. 

In 953 close-air support sorties by the 44 F/A-18 Super 
Hornets aboard the aircraft carrier John C. Stennis, from 
where Commander McDowell flies now, aircraft struck only 
17 times. They flew low- or mid-elevation passes 115 times. 

The shifts in missions and tactics partly reflect 
adaptations by the Taliban. But guided by complex rules of 
engagement and by doctrine emphasizing proportionality and 
restraint, they also reflect what Commander McDowell calls 
“a different mentality.” 

These days, striving for certitude in target selection and 
minimizing civilian casualties have become standard practice. 
Projecting power nonlethally is routine. Dropping bombs is 
not. 

“So much has changed from when I was here the first 
time,” he said, looking down at Afghanistan on a six-hour 

flight early last week. “Now I prefer not dropping — if I can 
accomplish the mission other ways.” 

A Day’s Work 
Commander McDowell’s workday began at 4:30 a.m., 

when he woke in a small stateroom and readied for a long 
sortie. At 5:30 a.m., he gathered for his preflight briefing. 

Lt. Cmdr. Fran Catalina, a pilot who would be one of his 
wingmen, offered a reminder that the Afghan war, in its 11th 
winter, was grinding on, and that the reach of the Navy’s 
carrier aircraft was welcome — even far inland. “There were 
43 enemy-initiated attacks in the last reporting period,” he 
said, showing a map. “Lots of kinetics yesterday.” 

Each pilot and weapons-systems officer, who flies in the 
rear seat of an F/A-18F, was assigned a mission supporting a 
different ground unit. 

At 7:15 a.m., after donning ejection-seat torso harnesses 
and survival vests and collecting their pistols, they climbed 
into their aircraft, which waited, armed and fueled, on the 
flight deck. The carrier was steaming into the wind in the 
North Arabian Sea. 

The aircraft carried a mix of laser- and G.P.S.-guided 
bombs, heat-seeking air-to-air missiles and ammunition for 
20-millimeter cannon. 

Shortly before 8 a.m., after preflight checks, Commander 
McDowell taxied to one of the ship’s four catapults, where 
Sailors attached a hold-back bar to the jet’s nose wheel. He 
pushed Vengeance 13’s dual engines to full power. The 
engines roared. The aircraft shook. 

He saluted a Sailor on the flight deck. The Sailor saluted 
back. “Five seconds,” Commander McDowell said. 

He raised his chin, pressed the back of his helmet against 
the seat and flexed his muscles as he braced for the rush. 

The bar released. The steam-driven catapult slammed 
forward. Vengeance 13 accelerated to 180 miles an hour in 
about 200 feet. It vaulted off the carrier’s bow. Perhaps two 
seconds had passed. He had just experienced 3.5 Gs, and he 
was flying, just above the waves. 

“And we’re airborne,” he said. 
Commander McDowell is scheduled to assume command 

of an F/A-18 squadron in May. He is 38, a graduate of the 
Naval Academy and a former test pilot. His call-sign — 
Keebler — reflects what he calls his elfin stature (he is 5 feet 7 
inches tall) and insatiable sweet tooth. 

The nickname also suggests a compliment. Shorter pilots 
can typically withstand greater gravitational forces when in 
fast minimum-radius turns or the dives, rolls and climbs 
involved in dogfighting and strafing. Commander McDowell, 
who has withstood seven Gs without losing consciousness, is 
known, in his trade, as “a G-monster.” 

On a previous flight from the carrier he had demonstrated 
for a reporter in the back seat some of what an F/A-18F can 
do, making the reporter disoriented — and airsick — at 6.5 
Gs, chatting calmly as he put the aircraft into a supersonic 
dive and a series of maneuvers over the Gulf of Oman. 

For a combat flight into Afghanistan, however, he would 
conserve energy and fuel. He flew level at 500 feet for seven 
miles, banked left and climbed to 25,000 feet, where he was 
joined by two other Super Hornets. 

The trio headed north for their first mission, to support the 
company freshly landed in the valley in Kandahar. 

To get there, they flew toward a designated slot of 
airspace in western Pakistan. Known as “the Boulevard,” the 
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corridor is a busy air bridge — the route through which 
Pakistan allows NATO aircraft access to Afghanistan. For 
planes from air bases in the Persian Gulf, this is the way 
around Iran. 

Commander McDowell’s flight, commanded by Capt. 
Dell Bull in Vengeance 11, overtook slower aircraft heading 
to the war. Around 9:15 a.m., the flight crossed over the 
Afghan border. 

An Air Force KC-10 tanker waited ahead, flying a wide 
circle over a Central Asian desert. It dragged a hose ending in 
a basket surrounding a small valve. It was time to refuel. 

Vengeance 13 went first. After Vengeance 11 had 
refueled, too, the two aircraft broke off and headed to their 
mission; Vengeance 12 would join them later. Captain Dell 
checked in with the ground controller, who said the company 
had taken fire earlier in the morning. 

For about an hour, the aircraft used infrared sensors to 
watch buildings and the canyon, covering the soldiers’ 
movement. The Taliban did not show themselves. 

A New Mind-Set 
After refueling a second time, the jets checked in with a 

ground controller near the Arghandab River, the area that in 
late 2010 was a high-profile part of the offensive to displace 
the Taliban. 

Before that offensive, the American presence along the 
river had been light. Now, from the air, the military footprint 
was clear. The river was a network of outposts and bases with 
high walls, many watched over by cameras mounted on 
tethered blimp-like balloons. 

If one place might suggest the way Commander 
McDowell’s role on the battlefield had changed over his 
career, this was it. He flew a slow left turn, pointing to an area 
where several days before an infantry patrol had skirmished 
with Afghan gunmen. 

The gunmen had fired from a field not far from Forward 
Operating Base Wilson and then dashed into a cluster of mud-
walled buildings, he said. Commander McDowell had arrived 
overhead within minutes. 

What happened next framed the contrast between the old 
practices and the new. 

The infantrymen talked him toward the building. Then 
they marked it by firing a smoke grenade at its walls. Above 
the river, Commander McDowell fixed his infrared sensor on 

the compound, sharing the video feed with a ground 
controller, who confirmed he was looking at the right place. 

What to do? 
In 1999, late in the war in Kosovo, Commander 

McDowell said pilots routinely killed. On one sortie, in the 
rush to stop Serbs from killing ethnic Albanians, Commander 
McDowell dropped a 1,000-pound, laser-guided bomb at the 
mouth of a tunnel that five trucks carrying Serbian soldiers 
had just entered. The shrapnel and pressure wave from the 
blast probably killed every man. 

Back then, the rules of engagement allowed pilots to track 
suspected military vehicles. 

“And if a military vehicle stopped at a house, we would 
get a reading of where the driver went,” he said. “If we were 
able to identify that the truck was Serbian military, and it 
stopped for a long period of time at the house, we made the 
assumption that they were stopping for resupply and within a 
couple days that house was taken out.” 

A little more than a dozen years later, he was above a 
home in which at least two Taliban fighters had taken shelter 
after firing on an American patrol. But he did not know who 
else might be inside. Neither he nor the soldiers requested 
clearance for an airstrike. 

“What if we hit that house and two guys inside had guns 
and we get eight kids, too?” he said. 

High over the Arghandab River, he banked over the home 
that he and the rules had spared. 

Referring to the targeting display in the cockpit, he 
pointed out its proximity to other homes, and described the 
limits of what he knew about so-called “patterns of life” — the 
rhythm of the human activity at the compound where Taliban 
fighters hid. 

“I didn’t think about these things at all in Kosovo,” he 
said. 

The reach of a nuclear carrier, augmented with aerial 
tankers, made it possible for strike aircraft to penetrate 800 
miles from the ship. But what was the point of projecting 
power if it was not projected responsibly? The changes, he 
said, have been good. “I would say that in my younger days I 
would have been frustrated, because we have ordnance and we 
know where the enemy is, and I would have wanted 
permission to strike that building,” he said. “Did I feel 
frustrated this time? Not in the slightest. It is a different 
mission. It calls for a different mentality.” 
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5. Navy's SEAL Program Turns 50 
Coronado, there from the start, remains the elite community's base 
(SAN DIEGO UNION TRIBUNE 13 JAN 12) ... Jeanette Steele 

The Navy’s SEALs turn 50 this month. President John F. 
Kennedy, a Navy man himself, would probably be proud. 

Created at Kennedy’s behest in 1962 to counter 
Communist guerrillas in Vietnam, the former World War II 
frogmen have transformed into one of the U.S. military’s elite 
forces, doing everything from traditional fighting to stealth 
missions to taking out pirates. 

And while famously tight-lipped, these sea-air-land 
fighters created a story too big to keep quiet last year: The 
May night raid that killed Osama bin Laden. 

Active and retired SEALs are looking back on their 
history this week. 

“From the Mekong Delta to the Hindu Kush, deep at sea 
or far into the desert, Navy SEALs have proven themselves to 
be tough, versatile, and successful,” said Rear Adm. Sean 
Pybus, Naval Special Warfare commanding officer, at a 
closed-to-the-public ceremony in Coronado Friday. 

The force, created out of Navy underwater demolition 
units, started with two teams, 20 officers and 100 enlisted 
Sailors on Jan. 1, 1962. Coronado was the location of SEAL 
Team One; Little Creek, Va., was home to Team Two. 

Early training photos show men in swim trunks crawling 
under barbed wire on the beaches of the Silver Strand. 
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Today, the SEALs run 10 teams from a headquarters at 
Coronado Naval Amphibious Base and include 600 officers 
and 1,900 enlisted. They are still in Virginia but also at Pearl 
Harbor, Hawaii. 

All SEALs do their make-or-break training at the 
Coronado amphibious base. It's 21 weeks of physical and 
mental pain called BUD/S, for basic underwater 
demolition/SEAL. 

In 50 years, the small force has included five Medal of 
Honor recipients. 

The last two came posthumously from actions in 2005 
and 2006 in the Afghanistan and Iraq wars. The Navy has 
since named warships after those two SEALs, Lt. Michael 
Murphy and Petty Officer 2nd Class Michael Monsoor. 

Is the Osama bin Laden mission the SEALs’ highest 
achievement to date? Debatable, say some retired SEAL 
officers in San Diego. 

“It was one target, one op,” said retired Rear Adm. 
George Worthington, a SEAL who did two Vietnam combat 
tours and led Naval Special Warfare Command before retiring 
in 1992. 

“They are running 12 such operations a night,” agreed his 
friend, retired Rear Adm. Cathal “Irish” Flynn, who led SEAL 
detachments in Vietnam and was the first active-duty SEAL 
flag officer. 

But, Flynn added, while SEAL missions in Vietnam took 
a heavy toll on the Viet Cong, the strategic impact of bin 
Laden’s death may be more permanent. 

“I don’t think that al-Qaeda is the same organization 
without Osama bin Laden,” Flynn said. “Taking him out, even 
if his ability to communicate had been diminished, I think al-
Qaeda is considerably less of a threat today that it was a year 
ago.” 

It has been a decade of frequent wartime deployments, 
with special operations forces especially in demand. 

That kind of absence exacts a price on families and 
personal lives. 

The U.S. Special Operations Command has created a task 
force to address the pressure on its fighters and their loved 
ones. 

“I’ve been harping about that to whomever will listen,” 
said Worthington, a Chula Vista resident who is working on a 
U.S. Naval Institute photo book on the SEALs. 

“Sons, teenagers, growing up without a father. Guys are 
on an almost infinite deployment cycle. It’s a concern.” 

SEALs, and other special operations forces, will likely be 
protected in the coming defense budget cutbacks. The 
Pentagon hinted as much when it unveiled its strategic outline 
last week. 

Not just in Afghanistan, SEALs are working in 30 
countries right now, according the Coronado headquarters. 

U.S. special operations forces have been under orders 
since 2006 to grow by 15 percent, which has kept the 
Coronado BUD/S compound busy. 

The SEALs even opened a recruiting arm in late 2005. 
Historically, more than two-thirds of SEAL hopefuls don’t 
make it. 

Aside from adding personnel, the other solution to 
deployment wear-and-tear could be fewer missions. 

“Lowering the operations tempo, there are trade-offs,” 
Flynn said. “We can maintain this tempo and have no force in 
five years. We will have worn people out.” 

But, he said, if the Navy cuts back on deployments, what 
opportunities might that give America’s enemies? 

“It requires some exquisite judgment,” the former SEAL 
said. 
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6. Christening Coronado 
Ceremony caps good week for LCS program, Austal 
(MOBILE PRESS-REGISTER 15 JAN 12) ... Dan Murtaugh 

MOBILE, Alabama -- High-ranking U.S. Navy officials 
lauded the work of Austal USA shipbuilders today during the 
christening of the future U.S.S. Coronado at the Arthur R. 
Outlaw Mobile Convention Center. 

"These people, they are the people that matter," said Rear 
Adm. James Murdoch. "The ones that bend it, weld it, pull it, 
connect it and test it -- they build America." 

Hundreds of employees of the Mobile River shipbuilder 
were on hand at the convention center along with Navy Sailors 
and officers as Susan Ring Keith christened the littoral combat 
ship by smashing a bottle of Hotel Del Coronado champagne 
against its hull. 

The christening marked the end of a good week for the 
littoral combat ship program and, by association, for Austal. 
The company is Mobile's largest industrial employer, with a 
workforce of 2,600 that is expected to grow to 4,000 by the 
end of next year. 

The company's Mobile River shipyard builds both littoral 
combat ships and high-speed transport vessels for the Navy. 

In Washington last week, Navy officials made several 
positive comments about the LCS program. Murdoch, who is 
the program executive officer for LCS, told industry officials 
that the ship's scope was being expanded to include 

humanitarian aid and maritime security missions, according to 
an AOL Defense report. 

Unlike traditional vessels, LCS don't have all the 
capabilities built into the ship. Instead, the boat acts as an 
empty canvas that can carry a variety of different equipment 
packages to suit different mission needs. In addition to the two 
new missions, the LCS also has packages for surface warfare, 
mine-hunting and submarine-fighting. 

Navy officials also said the LCS gives the Navy the 
opportunity to have a presence in places like the South China 
Sea and the Persian Gulf without the backlash that a destroyer 
or aircraft carrier might have, according to an AOL Defense 
report. 

The Navy has plans to build 55 LCS, purchasing boats 
both from Austal and from a Lockheed Martin Corp. team 
based in Wisconsin. 

LCS are relatively small and expensive compared to 
destroyers and carriers, but Austal USA President Joe Rella 
said that can be an advantage in global peacekeeping. 

He told a story about the U.S.S. Manley, a frigate that, 
like the LCS, was just a shade over 400 feet long. In 1964, the 
ship and its officers sailed into Zanzibar, where nearly 100 
American citizens were being held captive by armed rebel 
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forces. The crew was able to negotiate their release and sailed 
away with them. 

"There are many potential Zanzibars out there," Rella 
said. "All it takes is a small spark to turn one of these remote 
islands into an international crisis. 

"In the case of Zanzibar, only the timely presence of a 
flexible, right-sized U.S. naval force tipped the balance 
between the need for a larger U.S. intervention and a 
potentially far-larger crisis," he said. 

View Gallery (26 Photos) 
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7. Transition Benefits, Norfolk FFSC Hosts ERB Transition Forum 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 13 JAN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist Seaman Scott Youngblood, Navy Public Affairs Support 
Element, Norfolk 

NORFOLK, Va. -- An Enlisted Retention Board (ERB) 
Transition Forum was held at Naval Station Norfolk, Jan. 13, 
for Sailors transitioning out of the Navy. 

Fleet and Family Support Center (FFSC) hosted the forum 
to provide personalized career coaching and job research 
assistance to Sailors being released from active duty under 
ERB. 

Challenger, Gray and Christmas (CGC), an outplacement 
consulting organization participated in the forum, providing 
Sailors additional information such as resume building, job 
search coaching, and daily job leads customized to each 
Sailor's goals. 

Ted Cremer, FFSC educational services facilitator, 
provided in-depth information on dealing with stress during 
the transition process and equipped Sailors with effective tools 
for combating stress levels. 

"If my head is not in the game I can't do the job," said 
Cremer. "The key to mitigating stress is having the 
information you need to combat it." 

The forum also provided ERB Sailors the opportunity to 
participate in a question and answer session with previously 
released Sailors to help make the transition process less 
foreign to them. 

"Everyone has been very genuine during the ERB 
process," said Operations Specialist 2nd Class Miranda 
Queen, a Sailor being transitioned out due to ERB. "There is 
no way I would have been able to make the transition without 
FFSC." 

Additional Forums will be held Friday Feb. 17, and 
Friday March 23 in Building U-93 from 0800-1100. 

Sailors separated due to the ERB can contact CGC at 800-
971-4288 or email CGCUSNavy@challengergray.com. 

For more information about the ERB transition support, 
visit the NPC ERB transition support page at 
www.npc.navy.mil/boards/ERB/, contact the NPC customer 
service center at 1-866-U-ASK-NPC (1-866-827-5672), or 
email cscmailbox@navy.mil. 
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CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
8. Navy Crew Helps Out In Amazing Ravine Rescue 
Rescue workers saved mother and two kids trapped in car hanging off a bridge. 
(ABC NEWS 14 JAN 12) ... Dan Kloeffer 

A Navy construction crew passing by the scene of a 
horrific wreck joined forces with emergency rescue workers to 
keep a mangled BMW carrying a California mother, her 10-
year-old daughter and 10-week baby from slipping off a 
bridge and plunging into a 100-foot deep ravine. 

The vehicle dangled off the bridge Thursday after being 
rear-ended by a tractor-trailer, which broke through the 
concrete barriers and fell into the creek bed. The truck driver 
was killed. 

Santa Barbara County, Calif., Fire Department rescue 
workers had been trying to pry Kelli Lynne Groves and her 
children out the car when the Navy Seabees were driving by 
with their equipment. 

“They all got out and wanted to know if they could help 
maybe with traffic or something else,” California Highway 
Patrol Officer Danny Maher said. “They had a large forklift 
with them. … It was actually just good luck on our part.” 

The forklift held the car steady until the county workers 
were finally able to free the family. The three were airlifted to 
Santa Barbara’s Cottage Hospital where the baby girl, who 
had been in a car seat, was treated for minor injuries. 

“I think that car seat saved her life,” Maher said. 
Sage Grove, 10, was upgraded from critical to serious 

today and the girl’s mother was listed in fair condition today, a 
hospital nursing supervisor told ABC News. 

View Clip (RT: 2:31) 
Return to Index 
 

9. Navy Aircrew Assists In At-Sea Rescue 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 15 JAN 12) ... Commander, U.S. Naval Forces Europe-Africa/U.S. 6th Fleet Public Affairs 

NAPLES, Italy -- An aircrew assigned to Patrol Squadron 
47, operating from Naval Air Station Sigonella, Sicily, sprang 
into action to help rescue 68 people adrift on a powerless raft 
in the Mediterranean Sea, Jan. 15, more than 80 miles from 
the southwest coast of Malta. 

Responding to a request for assistance from Malta's 
Rescue Coordination Center to search for a reported vessel in 

distress, crews made initial preparations and boarded their P-3 
Orion maritime patrol aircraft for the mission, at 
approximately an hour before sunset, Jan. 14. 

Within an hour the Orion's crew of eight was already on 
station, searching a 30 x 60 nautical mile area southwest of the 
island nation. Minutes after arriving, the crew spotted a 
drifting raft and contacted a civilian merchant vessel, the M/V 
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Sunfish, to render assistance. M/V Sunfish found the raft was 
empty, while the U.S. Navy aircrew continued their search. 

Now, flying in the dark skies over the Mediterranean, the 
crew found another raft drifting in the open water. The rubber 
raft had 68 men, women, children of Somali origin, packed 
aboard the vessel with no shelter from the wind, water, or 
chilling temperatures. 

The VP-47 aircrew immediately deployed relief supplies 
of water, food, and flashlights to the stricken raft, and 
searched for other vessels in the area that could immediately 
render assistance. The Panamanian-flagged M/V Verona, over 
60 miles away, responded and made its way toward the raft. 
Meanwhile, the P-3 crew remained in the area above the raft, 
reassuring its passengers that help was on the way. 

Finally, just before 1 a.m. today, the M/V Verona 
rendezvoused with the raft, taking all 68 passengers on board. 
Once all 68 passengers were safely on board the merchant 
vessel, and arrangements made to transfer the migrants to dry 
land, P-3 aircrew returned to their Sigonella air field, after an 
11-hour mission. 

The U.S. Navy has a long history of rendering assistance 
at sea. The quick response and assistance provided by the 
Navy aircrew is in keeping with the traditions of our Naval 
service. 

U.S. 6th Fleet headquarters is located in Naples, Italy, and 
conducts a full range or maritime security operations and 
theater security cooperation missions in concert with coalition, 
joint, interagency and other parties in order to advance 
security and stability in Europe and Africa. 
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10. U.S.: Encounter With Iran Ship Not Hostile 
(NBC NEWS 13 JAN 12) ... Jim Miklaszewski and Courtney Kube 

Last week's close encounter between U.S. ships and 
Iranian speed boats in the Strait of Hormuz was considered 
"routine" and a "very common occurence" especially for ships 
transiting the strait, a senior defense official and a U.S. 
military official tell NBC News. 

According to the officials, the U.S. Navy amphibious ship 
New Orleans was heading through the Strait of Hormuz 
nearing the Persian Gulf on Jan. 6 when three Iranian boats 
approached at high speed. The New Orleans radioed the usual 
warning to the fast boats to keep their distance. The Iranians 
did not respond by radio, but simply turned and sped away. 
The fast boats never got closer than 700 yards. 

On the same day, the U.S. Coast Guard cutter Adack was 
also approached by Iranian fast boats, one which had a 
machine-gun mounted on the bow. As in the case of the New 
Orleans, the Iranian boats turned away when warned off. 

The officials told NBC News on Friday that the 
encounters occurred just as the Iranians were wrapping up 
their "naval exercises" in the Gulf and the strait. 

The officials called the encounters "predictable behavior 
that has been going on for years." 

U.S. Navy officials said the communications were 
"professional," and the U.S. ships were not forced to increase 
their security or threat levels. 

U.S. officials denied a report that Iranian boats "harassed" 
the U.S. ships or displayed hostile intent. 

Tensions over Iran's nuclear program have escalated in 
recent weeks to their highest level in years. Tehran has 
threatened to block the Strait of Hormuz, raising global fears 
of a possible military clash. 
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11. U.S. Navy Finds Dolphins A Key Ally In Strait Of Hormuz Showdown With Iran 
(FOX NEWS 15 JAN 12) 

With Iran threatening to close the Strait of Hormuz, which 
would effectively shut down one-fifth of the world’s daily oil 
trade, the U.S. Navy has a secret weapon: dolphins. 

News reports say Iran’s threats to choke off the vital strait 
has reached fever pitch. Iran’s supreme leader has been 
warned by the U.S. that such a move would provoke a 
response, with the United States already imposing sanctions 
targeting Iran's central bank and, by extension, refiners' ability 
to buy and pay for crude. 

Experts say Iran could block the strait using mines, armed 
speed boats or anti-ship cruise missiles, but, according to 
Michael Connell at the Center for Naval Analysis, “the 
immediate issue [for the U.S. military] is to get the mines.” 

Cue the dolphins. 
“We’ve got dolphins,” retired Adm. Tim Keating said in 

an interview last week with NPR. Keating, who commanded 
the U.S. 5th Fleet in Bahrain during the run-up to the Iraq war, 

said in a situation like the standoff in Hormuz, Navy-trained 
dolphins would come in handy. 

“They are astounding in their ability to detect underwater 
objects,” Keating told the station. 

The invasion of Iraq was the last time the mine-sweeping 
capability of dolphins was widely-touted. "Dolphins -- which 
possess sonar so keen they can discern a quarter from a dime 
when blindfolded and spot a 3-inch metal sphere from 370 feet 
away -- are invaluable mine sweepers," reported The San 
Francisco Chronicle. In 2010, the Seattle Times reported that 
the Navy has 80 bottlenose dolphins in the San Diego Bay. 
They are taught to hunt for mines and drop acoustic 
transponders nearby. 

According to a report in 2003, the dolphins only detect 
the mines. Destroying them is left up to the Navy's human 
divers. 

Return to Index 



14 
 

 
12. Two Norfolk-Based Ships To Deploy Tuesday 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 15 JAN 12) ... Jennifer Jiggetts 

NORFOLK - The guided-missile frigates Elrod and 
Nicholas will deploy from Norfolk Naval Station on Tuesday, 
the Navy announced. 

The Nicholas will be going to South America to join other 
U.S. and allied ships in support of anti-drug and maritime 
security operations. 

The Nicholas has a crew of 223 enlisted Sailors and 
officers, and is led by Cmdr. Steve F. Fuller. 

The Elrod is led by Cmdr. John R. Callaway. Its 
destination was not announced. 

Login or register to post comments 
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13. U.S. Forces Stay Vigilant On N. Korea: U.S. Commander 
(KYODO NEWS 13 JAN 12) 

HONOLULU -- The U.S. military continues to be 
''vigilant'' on North Korea with the possibility of ''the worst 
case'' in mind, although so far no unusual movements by 
North Korean forces have been observed since the death of 
Kim Jong Il last month, the top U.S. military officer in the 
Pacific region said Thursday. 

Describing North Korea's ''coercive activities'' as ''a most 
urgent threat in the region,'' Adm. Robert Willard, commander 
of the U.S. Pacific Command, did not elaborate on the 
presumed worst case scenario but cautioned about the 
possibility of a ballistic missile test pending as it ''has been a 
while'' since the last one was conducted. 

''I think the entire international community, including the 
United States and the Pacific Command, continues to observe 
the unfolding events in North Korea very carefully,'' he told 
reporters of a Japan National Press Club delegation in 
Honolulu. 

''We would be hopeful in the best case North Korea would 
change its trajectory and attempt to operate more regularly 
within the international order in Northeast Asia,'' Willard said, 

apparently referring to North Korea's new leadership under 
Kim's son, Kim Jong Un. 

The U.S. forces continue to monitor the commencement 
of the North Korean military's normal winter training cycle, he 
said. 

On the long-stalled issue of relocating the U.S. Marine 
Corps' Futenma Air Station within Okinawa Prefecture, 
Willard said Japan and the United States would need to 
discuss new investments for the base's infrastructure to keep it 
viable should the move be delayed further. 

While Tokyo remains unsuccessful in persuading 
Okinawa to accept the Japan-U.S. relocation agreement, 
Willard said, ''The current plan is operationally feasible from 
our standpoint.'' 

Washington has been pressing Japan to make progress in 
realizing the 2006 deal to move Futenma functions from the 
populated downtown Ginowan to a coastal area in Nago. The 
issue has been in a stalemate largely due to opposition from 
Okinawa, which wants the base relocated outside the 
prefecture. 
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14. Commodore Of Submarine Squadron 2 Presents USS Providence Battle “E” 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 14 JAN 12) ... Lt. Cmdr. Jennifer Cragg, Commander, Submarine Group 2 Public Affairs 

GROTON, Conn. -- The commodore of Submarine 
Squadron 2 presented USS Providence (SSN 719) leadership 
and her crew with the Battle Efficiency "E" during an awards 
ceremony at Naval Submarine Base New London Jan. 13. 

Capt. Michael Holland's participation marked the last time 
he will present an award to a Submarine Squadron 2 assigned 
submarine. An official disestablishment is scheduled for the 
same day at the Shepherd of the Sea Chapel in Groton. 

"Very well done, thank you for your hard effort in 
achieving this milestone," said Holland. "I've been proud to be 
your commodore." 

Holland also reflected on Providence's support of Joint 
Task Force Odyssey Dawn in 2011. "One word to describe 
your support - remarkable," said Holland. 

The Battle "E" competition is conducted to strengthen 
individual command performance, overall force readiness, and 
to recognize outstanding performance. The criteria for the 

award is the overall readiness of the command to carry out its 
assigned wartime tasks as a unit of the Atlantic Submarine 
Force, and is based on a year-long evaluation. 

One submarine from each submarine squadron in the 
Atlantic Fleet is recognized. The awards are presented by the 
commodore of each squadron to the submarine under their 
command which has demonstrated the highest level of battle 
readiness during the evaluation year. 

The disestablishment consolidates all Submarine 
Squadron 2 assigned attack submarines under Submarine 
Squadron 4 and Commander, Submarine Development 
Squadron 12. Under the consolidation USS Springfield (SSN 
761) is assigned to Submarine Squadron 4; USS Dallas (SSN 
700), USS Providence, and USS Pittsburgh (SSN 720) are 
assigned to Submarine Development Squadron 12. 

Providence is named for the capital city of Rhode Island, 
and is the fifth ship to bear the name. 
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15. Submarine Squadron 2 Disestablishes, Consolidates Four Attack Submarines 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 14 JAN 12) ... Lt. Cmdr. Jennifer Cragg, Commander, Submarine Group 2 Public Affairs 

GROTON, Conn. -- Groton-based submarine unit, 
Commander, Submarine Squadron (COMSUBRON) 2 
disestablished and consolidated their attack submarines during 

an official ceremony at Naval Submarine Base New London's 
Shepherd of the Sea chapel in Groton Jan. 13. 
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The disestablishment consolidates all COMSUBRON 2 
assigned attack submarines under COMSUBRON 4 and 
Commander, Submarine Development Squadron 
(COMSUBDEVRON) 12. Under the consolidation USS 
Springfield (SSN 761) is assigned to COMSUBRON 4; USS 
Dallas (SSN 700), USS Providence (SSN 719), and USS 
Pittsburgh (SSN 720) are assigned to COMSUBDEVRON 12. 

"Our submarine force has a rich history of adaptability 
and today's ceremony is indicative of the major turning point 
we are witnessing in our nation's history," said Rear Adm. 
Rick Breckenridge, commander, Submarine Group 2. 

"This moment in our history is bigger than all of us 
combined who are gathered here today," said Breckenridge. 
"Today serves as a major influx point for our undersea forces 
as we reflect on one of the greatest squadrons that spanned 
seven decades is disestablished." 

The rich history of Submarine Squadron 2 began in 
October 1945 when the squadron was established at Naval 
Submarine Base, New London, under the command of Capt. 
L. S. Parks. The squadron has overseen some of the first and 
last built in the Los Angeles class as well as the Navy's only 
nuclear powered deep submersible research vessel, NR-1. The 
first nuclear powered submarine, USS Nautilus (SSN 571) was 
one of nearly 100 submarines assigned to the squadron in the 
47 years since the squadron was established. 

"The squadron has been referred to 'The Armada' since 
not too long after it was formed," said Capt. Mike Holland, 
former commodore of COMSUBRON 2. "It seems this 
'nickname' was used due to the wide variety of submarines and 
support ships that have made up the squadron throughout the 
decades," said Holland. 

The submarines first assigned to the squadron at the time 
of establishment comprised of the "Fleet Boats" Grouper (SS 

214), Flying Fish (SS 229), Finback (SS 230), and Raton (SS 
270), and diesel submarines Atule (SS 403), Quillback (SS 
424), Sarda (SS 488) along with the support ship Chewink 
(ASR 3). 

As a tribute to the squadron's history, local artist Dan 
Price produced a painting depicting a submarine representing 
each decade of the squadron's existence. Holland presented the 
painting to the Naval Submarine Library and Museum/Historic 
Ship Nautilus following the disestablishment. 

"I have been painting for about 20 years and I have 
produced a few commissioning paintings for several boats," 
said Price, a resident of East Lyme. "I'm very interested in 
naval history and a painting like this that spans 60 years was 
interesting to create." 

According to command history for COMSUBRON 2, the 
mission of the squadron was to provide operation, logistical, 
and maintenance support to ships and units assigned. The 
squadron's goals included assisting assigned ships to develop 
and maintain warfighting readiness, thus providing the nation 
with assets to surge forward when necessary to defend the 
nation's interests. 

"This ceremony is a great opportunity to recognize the 
contribution the ships of Squadron 2 have made to the 
submarine force and our nation. In addition, we celebrate all 
the efforts made by the supporting commands and 
organizations in and around Subase New London. 
Submarining is truly a team effort, and we couldn't have 
deployed all those submarines without their help," said 
Holland. 

During the disestablishment, Holland also assumed duties 
as COMSUBRON 4 relieving Capt. Mike Bernacchi. 
Bernacchi will assume the duties as chief of staff, 
Commander, Submarine Group 2. 
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16. Director Of Task Force Energy Addresses USS Bonhomme Richard Sailors, Families 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 13 JAN 12) ... Tracey Moriarty, Chief of Naval Operations Energy and Environmental Readiness Division 
Public Affairs 

SAN DIEGO -- The director of Navy Task Force Energy 
(TFE) addressed Sailors and families aboard USS Bonhomme 
Richard (LHD 6) during the ship's Family Day Cruise Jan. 12. 

Rear Adm. Philip Cullom praised the crew for their 
leadership and sacrifice in serving the nation. The ship will 
depart San Diego in February to join forward deployed naval 
forces in Sasebo, Japan, replacing USS Essex (LHD 2). 

"I am honored to be a part of today's celebration. I have 
been tracking the successes of this ship and its crew from 
across this country and have been repeatedly impressed by 
your legacy of accomplishments. That's why I'm here," said 
Cullom. 

"As the crew for the 'Revolutionary Gator,' you have been 
on the cutting edge for doing your mission using innovation 
and efficiency for a long time. It is no wonder you've been 
recognized by numerous energy award programs, year after 
year, for your judicious use of energy. You are leading the 
way for the rest of the Navy and a spartan use of resources is 
clearly in the 'DNA and blood' of this command." 

Among the award programs recognizing Bonhomme 
Richard's past accomplishments are the SECNAV Energy and 
Water Management Awards, Incentivized Energy 

Conservation (I-ENCON) program, and the coveted Battle 
"E." 

"It is no surprise that this ship and crew have chased and 
achieved excellence in all of these endeavors, including the 
ultimate measure of battle effectiveness and preparedness, the 
Battle 'E'. You 'get it' that energy frugality is about combat 
capability. Your Spartan warfighting ethos will continue to 
give this command its competitive edge, particularly as we 
send you, some of our premier energy warriors, to the forward 
deployed naval forces in the western Pacific. 

"But we understand you can't do it alone. We need the 
commitment of every individual in the Navy. That is why 
MCPON (Master Chief Petty Officer of the Navy (SS/SW) 
Rick D. West) is establishing an Executive Steering 
Committee made up of key senior enlisted leadership from all 
warfighting communities to advise Navy's Task Force Energy. 
It is also why the secretary of the Navy announced at the 2011 
Naval Energy Forum that "starting now, energy is going to be 
one of the elements of getting the Battle 'E'." These are 
landmark decisions that enhance warfighting capability by 
linking energy to mission effectiveness, while also listening to 
those closest to the challenge," Cullom said. 



16 
 

Cullom said West formed the Executive Steering 
Committee in early 2012. The goal is to bring game changing 
ideas and best management practices from the deck plate to 
inform TFE on how to foster a Navy-wide culture of Spartan 
energy warriors. 

"As director of Task Force Energy, I want to bottle the 
'Revolutionary Gator' culture and give it to the rest of our 
Sailors and Marines," said Cullom. 

The ESC will be led by Force Master Chief (AW/SW) 
Christopher Engles, commander, Navy Installations Command 
and include five Force master chiefs from across the Navy. 

"Force Engles is the right leader for this job. Like you, he 
understands that energy efficiency is about having that 
competitive edge as a warfighter," said Cullom." 

"I am impressed by the dedication of the Bonhomme 
Richard crew and their families," said Cullom. Thanks to their 
innovation, leadership and commitment, we will continue to 
be the most formidable fighting force for good the world has 
ever known," said Cullom. 

Secretary of the Navy Ray Mabus laid out five aggressive 
energy goals in October 2009 to improve energy security and 
efficiency afloat and ashore, increase our energy 
independence, and help lead the nation toward a clean energy 
economy. 

For more information about the Navy's Energy Program, 
visit www.greenfleet.dodlive.mil or 
www.facebook.com/navalenergy. 
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17. Japanese Forces And Marines Train In Iron Fist 
Iron Fist amphibious exercise expands during shift toward Asia Pacific 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 16 JAN 12) ... Gretel C. Kovach 

Camp Pendleton troops will be storming the beaches with 
Japanese defense forces over the next month, building on 
long-standing military ties with an important strategic ally in 
the Asia Pacific amid rising tensions in the region. 

About 200 Japanese troops, most of them from the 
Western Army Infantry Regiment based in Sasebo, are 
participating this year in Iron Fist, an annual amphibious 
exercise for U.S. and Japanese forces that began in San Diego 
County in 2006. More than 400 Marines and Sailors assigned 
to the 15th Marine Expeditionary Unit also are involved this 
year. 

The first flight of Japanese troops arrived in Southern 
California Monday afternoon in advance of initial boat 
training Sunday in Coronado and opening ceremonies the 
following day at Camp Pendleton. 

Commanders expanded the exercise this year to include 
ground combat maneuvers on San Clemente Island, where 
Japanese and American forces will fight a simulated enemy in 
a low-intensity conflict using artillery, mortars and other live 
ammunition. Next year they hope to make Iron Fist even 
larger and more elaborate, to help troops from both countries 
practice the complex synchronization needed to conduct 
simultaneous operations by land, air and sea. 

The buildup of Iron Fist follows in the wake of the recent 
Pentagon announcement of plans to shift resources toward 
Asia after a decade of ground combat and the wars in 
Afghanistan and Iraq. Those conflicts prevented U.S. forces 
from training as often as they wanted with strategic allies in 
the region. 

Now the death of North Korean leader Kim Jong Il in 
December has added to international anxiety over a country 
armed with nuclear weapons and mired in devastating poverty. 
Another concern is the rising economic and military might of 
China and its aggressive stance in the South China Sea — 
which China claims as its territorial waters but the U.S. Navy 
wants to remain open to international maritime trade. 

West Coast Marines deploying aboard Navy ships with 
Marine Expeditionary Units have been making brief stops of a 
few days every nine months or so in Asia-Pacific ports, 
usually on their way to Afghanistan or Iraq. In November, the 
Defense Department announced an expansion of U.S. 
operations in the region with the basing of as many as 2,500 

Marines ashore in Darwin, Australia, rotating through on six-
month tours beginning later this year. 

With the 3rd Marine Expeditionary Force headquartered 
in Okinawa, Japan, tied down with existing commitments in 
the region, San Diego-based Marines and East Coast troops 
from Camp Lejeune, N.C., will likely be needed in Australia, 
which christened its first amphibious assault ship last year. 

Meanwhile, Iron Fist is a way for Marines to “bust some 
rust” on their own amphibious capabilities as they help Japan 
field military forces at sea. 

Although Camp Pendleton troops have spent much of the 
last decade fighting in Iraq and Afghanistan, they fall under 
U.S. and Marine Pacific commands, noted Maj. Gen. Melvin 
Spiese, deputy commanding general of the 1st Marine 
Expeditionary Force headquartered at Camp Pendleton. 

“Even in the midst of our heavy focus on the fighting and, 
if you go back a year, the heavy bleeding that we have been 
doing, we have always had our Marines on the ships, at sea 
ready to respond anywhere that they need to be,” Spiese said. 
“As we come out of the war, we gain some breathing space 
and we can pay more attention to the Pacific.” 

Marines deployed at sea train with international security 
forces, provide humanitarian assistance during natural 
disasters such as the Japanese tsunami and serve as the United 
States’ 911 force during a crisis. “If war breaks out in the 
Korean peninsula, every available Marine is headed to Korea,” 
Spiese said. 

Col. Scott Campbell, commanding officer of the 15th 
Marine Expeditionary Unit, said most of the Marines who will 
deploy under his command later this year will be getting their 
boots wet for the first time on a “float,” a Marine deployment 
on an amphibious assault ship. Iron Fist is a chance for these 
San Diego-based Marines to practice amphibious operations 
— a defining feature of the Corps that separates it from being 
a second land army. 

“Whether we’re in the Pacific or the Middle East, the 
MEU plays the away game. We don’t even know what sport 
we’re going to play, whether it will be humanitarian assistance 
or flying airstrikes into Afghanistan,” Campbell said. 

“The beauty of the MEU is you don’t have to buy the real 
estate. You can park the ships off the coast,” Campbell added. 
“The flexibility of that sea-based operation, when you don’t 
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have to pay people to use their airstrip and you don’t have to 
ask their permission, it gives our leadership options.” 

The U.S. Marine Corps hasn’t had to fight its way onto a 
beach since the Korean War, but amphibious operations are 
becoming increasingly attractive to nations around the world. 

A landing team deployed on a ship, “is flexible in a way 
that a lot of our other military capabilities are not,” said John 
Pike, a defense analyst and director of Global Security.org. An 

aircraft carrier fighter wing, for example, is not much use in a 
humanitarian crisis or an embassy rescue, he said. 

But “amphibious assault is no place for amateurs. It’s 
extraordinarily complicated. It’s got a lot of moving parts. 
You’ve got to get onto the ship and you’ve got to get off the 
ship and across the shore and engage with the enemy. ... 
That’s what the Japanese and Australians are coming to the 
mother church for,” he said, and why in his view, “having a 
Marine Corps is probably more important than ever.” 
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GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
18. U.S. Warns Israel On Strike 
Officials lobby against attack on Iran as military leaders bolster defenses 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 14 JAN 12) ... Adam Entous, Julian E. Barnes and Jay Solomon 

WASHINGTON—U.S. defense leaders are increasingly 
concerned that Israel is preparing to take military action 
against Iran, over U.S. objections, and have stepped up 
contingency planning to safeguard U.S. facilities in the region 
in case of a conflict. 

President Barack Obama, Defense Secretary Leon Panetta 
and other top officials have delivered a string of private 
messages to Israeli leaders warning about the dire 
consequences of a strike. The U.S. wants Israel to give more 
time for the effects of sanctions and other measures intended 
to force Iran to abandon its perceived efforts to build nuclear 
weapons. 

Stepping up the pressure, Mr. Obama spoke by telephone 
on Thursday with Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, 
and U.S. Gen. Martin Dempsey, chairman of the Joint Chiefs 
of Staff, will meet with Israeli military officials in Tel Aviv 
next week. 

The high-stakes planning and diplomacy comes as U.S. 
officials warn Tehran, including through what administration 
officials described Friday as direct messages to Iran's leaders, 
against provocative actions. 

Tehran has warned that it could retaliate to tightened 
sanctions by blocking oil trade through the Strait of Hormuz. 
On Thursday, Iran's Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei 
vowed to punish the perpetrators of the assassination—blamed 
by Iran on the U.S. and Israel—of an Iranian scientist involved 
in the nuclear program. 

The U.S. denied the charge and condemned the attack. 
Israel hasn't commented. 

The U.S. and Iran, however, have taken steps in recent 
days apparently designed to ease tensions. Iran has agreed to 
host a delegation of United Nations nuclear inspectors this 
month. The U.S., meanwhile, has twice this month rescued 
Iranian Sailors in the region's seas. 

Covert efforts by Israel's intelligence service to prevent 
Tehran from developing nuclear weapons have been credited 
with slowing the program without the high risk of military 
conflict that could be sparked by an airstrike. Iran says its 
nuclear program is for peaceful uses. 

But Israel has declined to rule out a strike, as has the U.S. 
"It is the policy of the Israeli government, and the Obama 

administration, that all options remain on the table. And it is 
crucial that the ayatollahs in Tehran take this policy 
seriously," said Michael Oren, Israel's ambassador to the U.S. 

Mr. Netanyahu said in a recent interview that Iran has 
begun to "wobble," a signal some U.S. officials believe 
suggests he is willing to follow the current U.S. strategy, 
which seeks to avoid a military confrontation with Iran. 

"Recent comments by the Israelis show they understand 
how tough the sanctions we've put in place are and are giving 
them time to work," said a senior Obama administration 
official. 

The U.S. military is preparing for a number of possible 
responses to an Israeli strike, including assaults by pro-Iranian 
Shiite militias in Iraq against the U.S. Embassy in Baghdad, 
according to U.S. officials. 

The U.S. believes its embassy and other diplomatic 
outposts in Iraq are more vulnerable following the withdrawal 
of U.S. forces last month. Up to 15,000 U.S. diplomats, 
federal employees and contractors are expected to remain in 
Iraq. 

In large measure to deter Iran, the U.S. has 15,000 troops 
in Kuwait, and has moved a second aircraft carrier strike 
group to the Persian Gulf area. 

It has also been pre-positioning aircraft and other military 
equipment, officials say. Arms transfers to key allies in the 
Gulf, including the United Arab Emirates and Saudi Arabia, 
have been fast-tracked as a further deterrent, officials say. 

Israeli officials said Mr. Netanyahu's government 
continues to closely coordinate with the U.S. in responding to 
the Iranian threat. "Israel believes that heightened sanctions 
combined with a credible military threat may dissuade the 
Iranian regime from developing nuclear capabilities," Mr. 
Oren said. 

Mr. Panetta and other top officials have privately sought 
assurances from Israeli leaders in recent weeks that they won't 
take military action against Iran. But the Israeli response has 
been noncommittal, U.S. officials said. 

U.S. officials briefed on the military's planning said 
concern has mounted over the past two years that Israel may 
strike Iran. But rising tensions with Iran and recent changes at 
Iranian nuclear sites have ratcheted up the level of U.S. alarm. 

"Our concern is heightened," a senior U.S. military 
official said of the probability of an Israeli strike over U.S. 
objections. 

Tehran crossed at least one of Israel's "red lines" earlier 
this month when it announced it had begun enriching uranium 
at the Fordow underground nuclear facility near the holy city 
of Qom. 
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The planned closing of Israel's nuclear plant near Dimona 
this month, which was reported in Israeli media, sounded 
alarms in Washington, where officials feared it meant Israel 
was repositioning its own nuclear assets to safeguard them 
against a potential Iranian counterstrike. 

Despite the close relationship between the U.S. and Israel, 
U.S. officials have consistently puzzled over Israeli intentions. 
"It's hard to know what's bluster and what's not with the 
Israelis," said a former U.S. official. 

Inside the Israeli security establishment, a sort of good 
cop, bad cop routine, in which Israeli officials rattle sabers 
amid a U.S. scramble to restrain them, has assumed its own 
name: "Hold Me Back." 

Some American intelligence officials complain that Israel 
represents a blind spot in U.S. intelligence, which devotes 
little resources to Israel. Some officials have long argued that, 
given the potential for Israel to drag the U.S. into potentially 
explosive situations, the U.S. should devote more resources to 
divining Israel's true intentions. 
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19. Tensions Rise Between Gulf Nations, Iran 
Tensions Rise Between Iran, Arab States Over Possible Oil Embargo 
... Iran warns Persian Gulf states against joining a possible Western-backed oil embargo, but they appear less afraid of Tehran's threats 
than in the past. 

(LOS ANGELES TIMES 16 JAN 12) Jeffrey Fleishman 
and Ramin Mostaghim 

The deepening economic and diplomatic pressure against 
Iran is sharpening tensions between Tehran and oil-producing 
Arab states that have long relied on the West to counter Iran's 
nuclear program and its regional ambitions. 

Iran's growing isolation has agitated sectarian mistrust in 
the Persian Gulf between Tehran's Shiite Muslim-run 
government and Sunni-controlled states including Saudi 
Arabia and Bahrain. In a provocative move over the weekend, 
Iran warned Arab regimes not to join a possible Western-
backed oil embargo to further weaken its economy. 

"If our southern neighbors collaborate with the 
adventurous states [the U.S. and Europe] by substituting their 
oil for Iran's oil, these countries will be considered as 
accomplices in future events," Mohammad Ali Khatibi, Iran's 
OPEC governor, said Sunday. Such a move would be regarded 
as an "unfriendly gesture," he said. 

The comments came as Chinese Premier Wen Jiabao 
visited oil giant Saudi Arabia. Beijing and other Asian capitals 
have energy ties to Tehran but are being urged by Western 
nations to reduce their imports of Iranian oil amid 
international sanctions targeting Iran's nuclear program. The 
West says Iran is intent on developing a nuclear bomb; Tehran 
says its aim is to produce energy for civilian purposes. 

Iran is also facing pressure from the European Union, 
whose members are expected to meet this month to decide 
whether to embargo Iranian oil products. French Foreign 
Minister Alain Juppe said recently that the EU has made 
"discreet contacts" with unnamed states to increase oil 
production if Iranian exports were further squeezed. 

Tehran has countered by threatening to close the shipping 
lanes in the Strait of Hormuz, through which 20% of the 
world's oil passes. Such a blockade, which could lead to 
military conflict with the U.S., would hurt Iran but also disrupt 
Arab oil exporters and rattle financial markets. 

"Khatibi's statement was rhetoric, but if Iran can't sell its 
oil, then no other country in the Persian Gulf should be able to 
either," said Forouz Rajaeifar, a conservative political analyst 
in Tehran. "Our stability is their stability. We can't allow other 
gulf states to threaten us. We need to come to an agreement 
with them to do what is good for all of us." 

Stepped-up sanctions and a protracted crisis in the gulf 
would almost certainly exacerbate Iran's economic turmoil 
ahead of parliamentary elections in March. Iran's supreme 

leader, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, has attempted to rally the 
nation against foreign sanctions, but that may fade amid harsh 
economic realities. 

"This is a very serious implication for the Iranian 
economy and the legitimacy of the Iranian regime," said 
Mustafa Alani, senior advisor and program director for 
security and terrorism studies at the Gulf Research Center in 
Geneva. "If there are no petrodollars, they can't sustain the 
economy. 

"They're panicking and they're trying to find a way to 
deter the international community, the regional states, from 
participating in this new step," the oil embargo, Alani said. 

Iran's pointed words at its neighbors, many of which are 
U.S. allies, are the latest wrinkle in the region's sectarian 
power plays. Saudi Arabia and Bahrain have accused Iran of 
instigating uprisings by Shiite minorities in their countries. 
Arab states are also concerned about Iran's widening influence 
in Shiite-dominated Iraq after the withdrawal of U.S. forces in 
December. 

Gulf countries led by Qatar have condemned Iranian ally 
Syria for that government's violent crackdown on protesters 
that has killed thousands in the last 10 months. Qatar 
orchestrated Syria's suspension from the Arab League and has 
pushed for sanctions against it. If Syrian President Bashar 
Assad steps down or is overthrown, Iran could lose the conduit 
for its military and financial ties to the militant groups 
Hezbollah in Lebanon and Hamas in the Gaza Strip. 

Tehran appears more adamant, and preoccupied, these 
days with flexing its power closer to home. 

"Small countries in the Persian Gulf do not dare to join 
the West's sanctions," said Mojtaba Bigdeli, an analyst in 
Tehran with close ties to the government. "Iran has no 
important rival in the region." 

But gulf states may be less susceptible to Iranian threats 
than in the past because of their bolstered counterintelligence 
services and cover from a sizable U.S. military presence, 
including the Navy's 5th Fleet in Bahrain. 

"They've been reacting to all of Iran's moves in a very 
bold and aggressive manner," said Riad Kahwaji, head of the 
Institute for Near East and Gulf Military Analysis in Dubai, 
United Arab Emirates. "They are not hesitating to threaten 
back and push back." 

Gulf countries have been building "their own defenses, 
their own strategic links with Western powers," he said. "They 
can now see the serious international pressure on Iran, which 
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is something they always hoped to see in order to reduce Iran's moves over the region." 
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20. Dempsey To Make First Visit To Israel 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 15 JAN 12) ... Aron Heller 

JERUSALEM — The top U.S. military commander is 
scheduled for talks in Israel this week, Israel said Sunday, at a 
time when the U.S. is concerned that Israel might be preparing 
to attack Iran over its nuclear program. 

The Israeli Defense Ministry confirmed the planned visit 
Thursday by Army Gen. Martin Dempsey, the chairman of the 
U.S. Joint Chiefs of Staff. It did not give his agenda for talks 
with Israelis — but Iran is expected to be at the top. 

Israel considers a nuclear-armed Iran to be an existential 
threat because of its nuclear program, missile capabilities, 
support for anti-Israel militants in Lebanon and Gaza and 
frequent references by its president to the destruction of Israel. 

Israel has repeatedly hinted it might take military action if 
international sanctions fail to stop Iran’s nuclear development. 

The U.S., Israel and other Western nations believe Iran is 
developing atomic weapons. Tehran insists its nuclear 
program is for peaceful purposes. 

Dempsey’s visit will be his first official trip to Israel since 
he assumed command of the joint chiefs on Sept. 30. His 
predecessor, Adm. Mike Mullen, made several visits to Israel 
during his four-year term. 

On Thursday, President Obama and Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu discussed the Iran situation in a 
telephone conversation. 

The Obama administration is concerned that Iran’s recent 
claim that it is expanding nuclear operations with more 
advanced equipment may push Israel closer to a strike. 

The U.S. still hopes that international pressure will 
persuade Iran to back down, but the Islamic regime shows no 

sign it would willingly give up a project that has become a 
point of national pride. 

The U.S. has led a series of economic sanctions against 
the regime. On Sunday, Israeli Cabinet Minister Moshe 
Yaalon said he was disappointed that the U.S. has not 
expanded the measures to further damage Iran’s central bank 
and its energy industry. 

Last week, an Iranian nuclear scientist was killed in a car 
bombing in Tehran. There has been no claim of responsibility, 
but Iran has accused the U.S., Israel and Britain of being 
behind the killing. Several leading Iranian nuclear scientists 
have been killed in recent years. 

Israel has not commented publicly on the scientist’s 
death. 

The killing in Tehran came a day after Israeli military 
chief Lt. Gen. Benny Gantz was quoted as telling a 
parliamentary panel that 2012 would be a “critical year” for 
Iran — in part because of “things that happen to it 
unnaturally.” 

Gantz is also headed this week to Brussels for talks with 
NATO officials that are expected to focus on Iran. 

The U.S. and its allies are pressuring Iran to halt uranium 
enrichment, but Iran appears to be attempting to expand 
operations. 

The U.S. is also angered by an Iranian court’s death 
sentence of a U.S. citizen and its threats to block the strategic 
Strait of Hormuz, the passage for one-sixth of the world’s oil. 
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21. Regional 'Tensions' Delay U.S.-Israel Drill 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 16 JAN 12) ... Jean-Luc Renaudie 

JERUSALEM - Israel and the United States opted to 
delay a major joint military exercise because of regional 
tensions and instability, Israeli Foreign Minister Avigdor 
Lieberman said on Jan. 16. 

"The entire world understands that we had to postpone 
this exercise because of political and regional uncertainties, as 
well as the tensions and instability prevailing in the region," 
Lieberman told public radio. 

"It's only a delay, the exercise will take place by the end 
of the year," he added, speaking from Warsaw where he was 
on an official visit. 

Speaking in Jerusalem at an Independence faction 
meeting, Defence Minister Ehud Barak noted later that talks 
with the U.S. on postponing the exercise had began a month 
ago. 

"In recent days, we reached the conclusion that it would 
be right to postpone it, this will enable us to better prepare for 
it," he said in comments relayed by his office. 

He added that the drill will probably take place in the 
second half of2012, and constitutes "another layer of our deep 
and important security ties with the U.S." 

On Jan. 15, a senior Israeli security official confirmed that 
the exercise, codenamed "Austere Challenge 12," which had 

been scheduled for spring, was now being put back to late 
2012. 

The joint maneuver was to have been the biggest yet 
between the two allies and was seen as an opportunity to 
display their joint military strength at a time of growing 
concern about Tehran's nuclear ambitions. But it was to come 
at a time of rising tensions over Iran's nuclear program, which 
Israel, Washington and much of the international community 
believe masks a weapons drive. 

The United States is seeking tough new sanctions against 
Tehran, including its oil exports and financial institutions, and 
Iran has responded by threatening to close the strategic Strait 
of Hormuz. 

On Jan. 15, two Israeli officials questioned whether the 
international community, and the United States in particular, 
were pushing hard enough for new sanctions. 

Lieberman on Jan. 16 also called for speedier action, 
saying now "is the time for the international community to 
move from words to actions." 

And Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu warned that the 
current regime of EU and U.S. sanctions are not enough to 
force Tehran to halt its nuclear program. 
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"As long as there won't be real and effective sanctions 
against Iran's petroleum industry and central bank, there will 
be no real effect on Iran's nuclear program," Netanyahu told 
MPs at a parliamentary committee on Jan. 16, with his 
remarks transmitted by a spokesman. 

But Barak warned against publicly criticizing the U.S. on 
its course of action against Iran. 

"On sanctions and the preparations for other options that 
could become relevant, this administration is definitely acting 
much more than in the past," he told his faction members. 

"Alongside the mutual respect in the (U.S.-Israel) 
discourse, and alongside respecting each other's freedom of 
decision, I think we need to speak clearly in closed chambers, 
and publicly be careful about respecting the other, and refrain 
from public criticism of a government that at the end of the 
day sees things similarly to us, and is acting to stop Iran from 
becoming nuclear," he said. 

Asked about the possibility of an Israeli attack on Iranian 
nuclear facilities, Lieberman said it was not for Israel "to take 

on a mission that is one for the international community, but it 
must keep all options on the table." 

"Iran is not a threat to Israel alone. For the Gulf countries, 
Iran is also problem number one," he said. "Iran has taken 
control of Iraq and wants to do the same in Saudi Arabia to be 
able to dictate energy policy in the whole world." 

Lieberman also accused Tehran of aiding Syrian President 
Bashar al-Assad's crackdown on pro-democracy activists, 
saying his regime "wouldn't last a week without Tehran's 
help." 

Israel has made no secret of its desire to see crippling 
sanctions imposed on Iran in a bid to halt its nuclear program, 
which Tehran insists is for civilian energy and medical 
purposes alone. But it has also kept open the possibility of 
military action to prevent Iran obtaining a nuclear weapon. 

Israel has been linked in media reports to both a computer 
worm that setback the nuclear program and a string of 
assassinations of Iranian nuclear scientists. 
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22. Report: Chinese Sub Test-Launches ICBMs 
(DEFENSE NEWS 16 JAN 12) ... Wendell Minnick 

TAIPEI — China test-launched six Julang-2 (JL-2) 
submarine-launched ballistic missiles (SLBMs) sometime 
before the new year from a submarine in the Bohai Sea, 
according to reports by a local daily newspaper. 

Chinese fishermen near the test found one of the missile's 
booster rockets, said the reports in Qilu Wanbao, a newspaper 
based in Jinan, Shandong. 

Such a capability could eventually allow China to launch 
a surprise attack on U.S. cities with nuclear-tipped ballistic 
missiles. The tests came as U.S. President Barack Obama 
announced plans to pivot U.S. defense strategy toward the 
Asia-Pacific region. 

If the reports are true, the JL-2 test launch "shows that 
China is well advanced toward the development of a sea-based 
nuclear deterrent capability," said Sam Bateman, a submarine 
specialist at the S. Rajaratnam School of International Studies 
at Nanyang Technology University in Singapore. "A fully 
operational capability, however, is still some years away, but 
the Chinese are catching up rapidly." 

The JL-2 is an intercontinental ballistic missile (ICBM) 
based on the land-based Dong Feng 31 (DF-31) ICBM. The 
test is believed to have been conducted from a new Jin-class 
(Type 094) nuclear-powered, ballistic nuclear missile-carrying 
submarine (SSBN). 

"It is the first time China has apparently developed a 
working sea-based nuclear-armed ICBM," said Bud Cole, a 
specialist in Chinese naval capabilities at the National 

War College in Washington, D.C. "They have at least 
three [or] four Jin-class submarines capable of launching the 
JL-2, which has the range to reach a good portion of the U.S." 

U.S. analysts report that the JL-2 has a range of 8,000 
kilometers. One Jin submarine can carry 12 JL-2 missiles. 

Gary Li, an analyst at U.K.-based Executive Analysis, 
said if the tests were successful, "this would mean that China 
now possesses a proper strategic sea-based nuclear deterrence 
force." 

Three or four Jin-class submarines are the minimum 
needed for nonstop strategic patrols. 

Bateman said the deployment of a sea-based nuclear 
deterrent would also help spur India to develop a similar 
capability. 

Sometime in early January, Chinese fisherman off the 
coast of Shandong province in northeast China found a spent 
first-stage solid-rocket booster for the JL-2, according to the 
Qilu Wanbao. Local media reports indicate the booster was 
brought to shore at Changdao County, a chain of islands in 
the. Bohai Sea, where it was retrieved, by the military. 

The spent booster matched photos and specifications of 
the JL-2 booster, right down to its light blue coloring and 
guidance rails, Li said. 

The Chinese language reports indicate the booster was 4 
meters long and 2 meters in diameter. 

"Printed inside the casing were the words 'support part' 
and'-2,'" Li said. 

There is little publicly known about the Jin-class SSBNs, 
including how silent they are, Li said. 

"Chinese subs are notoriously noisy, and more 
importantly, how many improvements had been made since 
the first generation of nuclear submarines, which suffered 
from terrible radiation leakages." 

This is one reason the Chinese navy began relying on 
diesel-electric submarines for hunter/killer flotillas, he said. 

Command-and-control issues are still question marks, 
said Mark Stokes, a China military analyst at the Project 2049 
Institute in Washington. 

"Once the system is operationally available, what. 
People's Liberation Army organization would store and handle 
the JL-2 missiles and nuclear warheads that would be 
deployed on and launched by Navy submarines?" 

One possible answer is that the Second Artillery Corps 
would store, transport and load mated missiles and warheads 
onto submarines, while the navy would operate and maintain 
the vessels themselves. 

Future capabilities also interest Stokes. The defining 
characteristic of a modem military power is the capability to 
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neutralize, paralyze or kill with precision and minimal 
collateral damage, he said. 

"Just imagine the implications of a future submarine 
launched DF-21D anti-ship ballistic missile, also dubbed the 
aircraft carrier killer, or a maritime variant of the DH-10 land-
attack cruise missile," he said. 

China's improved nuclear deterrence capabilities will 
force the U.S. to increase military oceanographic research in 
and around bastions in the East Asian seas, such as the Bohai 
Sea and the South China Sea, where China's SSBNs might be 
deployed, Bateman said. 

"Submarine-launched nuclear ballistic missiles have the 
inherent advantage over land-based systems in that, due to the 

difficulties of tracking and detecting the launching platform, 
they provide an assured second strike capability to respond to 
a nuclear attack," Bateman said. 

The U.S. traditionally has had a "triad" approach to 
launching nuclear-tipped missiles composed of silo-launched, 
B-52-launched, and fleet ballistic-launched missiles (FBM), 
Cole said. China is adding FBMs to its ICBM land-based 
component creating a "dyad" composed of land-launched DF-
31s and sea-based JL-2s, he said. 

However, land-based ICBMs, such as the DF-31, "are a 
lot less expensive and easier to control than sea-based 
versions," Cole said. 'But apparently Beijing believes having a 
dyad is worth the cost." 

Return to Index 
 

23. Royal Navy Captures 13 Somali Pirates 
The Royal Navy has captured a pirate ship off the coast of Somalia. 
(LONDON TELEGRAPH (UK) 14 JAN 12) ... Holly Watt 

ON BOARD RFA FORT VICTORIA -- A team of elite 
Royal Marines stormed the ship to seize thirteen suspected 
pirates, who were equipped with rocket-propelled grenades 
and assault rifles. 

The attack on the pirates at dawn on Friday morning was 
launched from RFA Fort Victoria, which is on patrol near 
Somalia and is part of the Royal Fleet Auxiliary, a civilian-
manned fleet which provides support for the Navy. 

During a search of the fishing vessel, the marines 
discovered lifejackets allegedly from another recently hijacked 
merchant vessel. Grenades and other explosives were also 
found on board. 

The capture of the pirate fishing vessel was part of Nato’s 
Operation Ocean Shield in the Indian Ocean, set up to combat 
the rising levels of piracy in the area. Ocean banditry around 
the Horn of Africa is costing the world economy billions of 
pounds a year, as cargo vessels and tankers are forced to pay 
out massive ransoms and take wide detours around dangerous 
areas. 

The attack was launched after the American ship USS 
Carney tracked down the pirate ship late on Thursday evening. 

Broadcast Clip - Royal Navy Captures 13 Somali 
Pirates 

(BBC NEWS 14 JAN 12) 
View Clip (RT: 1:16) 
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24. Piracy Attacks Persist Amid Navy Crackdown 
Armed Somali Pirates Devise New Tactics To Hijack Vessels 
(SOMALIA REPORT 16 JAN 12) 

Somali pirates have accelerated their operations off the 
coast of war torn Somalia even as the international community 
continue with a massive crackdown on the high seas banditry, 
Somalia Report has reliably learned. 

According to sources close to the pirates, a group of 
armed Somali attackers are commanding 12 speed boats as 
they plan to attack and hijack commercial vessels in the Indian 
Ocean. 

In recent weeks, Somali pirates have met strong resistance 
from international anti-piracy naval forces, including the U.S., 
French and the UK Royal Navy, which helped rescue more 
than three vessels and the crew members on board. 

But sources told Somalia Report that despite the increased 
navy efforts, the pirates have devised new ways to accelerate 
their attacks. 

"They are now sending a higher number of pirate groups 
to the sea," the source close to the pirates said. 

Somalia Report has established that that pirates have 
employed new tactics and that a larger group of pirates were 
involved in one operation unlike before. 

“We know that a lot of operations have failed and the 
international navies rescued more vessels last week, so we are 
now trying to use new tactics to hijack vessels," a pirate man 
based in Harardhere told Somalia Report. 

He admitted that the pirates are faced with growing 
pressure from the anti-piracy forces, including thwarting their 
recent hijacking attempts off the Somali coast. 

“It has affected us to learn that the international navies 
have accelerated their operations to fight with us," said the 
pirate man. 

Groups 
According to some pirate sources, at least four groups of 

pirates were sent to sea this week. All the groups hail from the 
pirate’s main base in Harardhere and they have reportedly 
gone to the Indian Ocean in search of vessels to hijack. 

The four groups are operating two by two – with each 
group using three speed boats. Each sailboat is carrying 13 
armed pirates. 

“The four groups are helping to each other; they are 
working two by two and they went to the Indian Ocean with 
three speed boats each,” the pirate man in Harardhere told 
Somalia Report. 

The first two groups to go to the sea this week is led by 
Suxufi, a well-known pirate commander from Cayr – sub-clan 
of Hawiye. This group is thought to be the one holding Indian 
hostages, the crew of MV Asphalt Veneture. 

The other two groups are led by Warsame Hash Gurey 
another well-known pirate commander from Saleeban clan – 
sub clan of Hawiye. 
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25. Navy's £5bn Harrier Jet Replacement 'Unable To Land On Aircraft Carriers' 
The Royal Navy's multi-billion pound fighter plane programme is under threat amid claims that its new all-
purpose jets cannot land on aircraft carriers, it has emerged. 
(LONDON TELEGRAPH (UK) 16 JAN 12) ... Andrew Hough, and Thomas Harding 

Leaked Pentagon documents claim a design flaw in the 
Joint Strike Fighter (JSF) has caused eight simulated landings 
to fail. 

The “F-35 Joint Strike Fighter Concurrency Quick Look 
Review” claimed the flaw meant that the “arrestor” hook, used 
to stop the plane during landing, was too close to the plane’s 
wheels. 

When a fighter lands on an aircraft carrier an arrestor 
cable catches the hook on the back of the aircraft, preventing it 
from overshooting and ditching into the sea. 

The documents warn of "major consequences" to the 
aircraft’s structure and cast doubt on the readiness of the JSF 
to provide close-air support, which is seen as critical to a 
carrier’s role in providing amphibious landings. 

The review further suggests the planes will be unable to 
fire the British Asraam air-to-air missile. 

It adds that the F-35C remains untested in several areas, 
concluding that "there is a high likelihood of future failures 
that are not yet identified.” 

The report, seen by the Sunday Times newspaper, 
concludes that unless a "significant redesign" of the aircraft is 
urgently completed the future of the aircraft is at risk. 

If such a redesign is proven to be too costly or difficult to 
implement, it warns that the entire F-35C programme may 
have to be scrapped. 

Britain is due to buy around 50 aircraft at a total cost of 
about £5 billion but senior Navy sources admitted last night 

that on current budget, the MoD will have just six available by 
2020. 

They also told The Daily Telegraph that the flaws could 
place the entire JSF programme in jeopardy amid fears it 
could be axed all together despite billions of pounds spent by 
the British and American governments and other “partner 
nations.” 

They further suggested that the flaws could also have 
major implications for the Royal Air Force and its manned 
fighter programmes. Labour called on the government to 
“come clean on the full impact of the defence review.” 

Jim Murphy, the shadow defence secretary, said: "An 
island nation like ours should be able to operate aeroplanes 
from an aircraft carrier. 

"The government must come clean on the full impact of 
the defence review. It's essential we know how long we will 
be without carrier strike capability." 

On Sunday night a Ministry of Defence spokesman 
declined to comment on the leaked report. 

But he added that Philip Hammond, the Defence 
Secretary, met his American counterpart, Leon Panetta, during 
a visit to Washington last month to “discuss a number of 
issues including the joint Strike Fighter.” 

"We are taking delivery of our first Joint Strike Fighters 
for test and evaluation purposes this year and are committed to 
purchasing the carrier variant of the JSF,” he said. 

“Our plans remain on track to have a new carrier strike 
capability from around 2020.” 
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26. U.S. Reassures Norway About F-35 Deliveries 
(DEFENSE NEWS 16 JAN 2012) ... Gerard O'Dwyer 

HELSINKI — Last week's meeting between Norwegian 
and U.S. defense chiefs has boosted Norway's confidence' that 
the U.S. can deliver most of its planned buy of 56 F-35 
fighters within the agreed timetable starting in 2018, 
Norwegian officials said. 

Norway has also secured assurances from the U.S. 
government that it will be possible to use the Kongsberg 
Group-designed Joint Strike Missile (JSM) on the F-35s, 
although the U.S. did not commit to purchasing the Norwegian 
missile system for U.S. F-35s. 

"I'm more optimistic now than before the meeting in 
Washington that Norway will get its U.S. fighters as planned 
in 2018," Norwegian Defense Minister Espen Barth Eide said 
in a statement following his Jan. 11 meeting with U.S. 
Defense Secretary Leon Panetta. "Our timetable for the large 
volume delivery in 2018 appears to hold, and we believe that 
it fits in with U.S. plans. However, naturally, not everything is 
entirely certain. Not all plans are yet in place." 

Norway also raised the issues of the subcontract value and 
international partnering opportunities for its domestic 
industries that it wants to emerge from the 100 percent 
industrial offset package linked to the fighter procurement 
deal. 

The defense minister said he identified the JSM as one 
Norwegian weapon with a strong export capacity that could be 
integrated into the F-35, potentially with U.S. financial 
support. Panetta indicated the U.S. would work with Norway 
to fund that integration, Barth Eide said. 

"Although the U.S. has not contracted to buy the Joint 
Strike Missile, it supports making it possible to use the NSM 
[Naval Strike Missile] on the F-35, so that all buyers of the 
aircraft can obtain this weapon system, and I think many will, 
not least because the main focus is on air and sea targets," 
Barth Eide said. 

Norway's defense industry will wait with interest to see if 
the talks in Washington will deliver on the original promise of 
high-end systems and component contracts from the U.S., said 
Ire Marie Eriksen Soreide, chairwoman of Norway's Standing 
Committee on Foreign Affairs and Defence (D&FAC). 

"The prospect for a steady flow of high value contracts 
and partnering opportunities going to our homegrown defense 
and other industries was understood when the Norwegian 
parliament voted to select the F-35 in December 2008," she 
said. "So far, at least, the results do appear disappointing." 

The government informed parliament that core defense 
companies, such as Kongsberg, NAMMO and Natech, would 
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be generating more opportunities and revenue from the offset 
side of the Fighter Replacement Program (FRP) by this time in 
the process than they currently are, Eriksen Soreide said. 

Yet Barth Eide told the D&FAC in December that the 
flow of contracts from the FRP is running as expected, with 
the actual number of orders to Norway's defense and 
engineering sectors higher than predicted. 

Norway's immediate concern has less to do with industrial 
offset than with ensuring the Air Force will have new fighter 
aircraft in 2018 when it plans to begin phasing out aging F-
16s, said Marc Cuelemans, a Brussels-based political analyst. 

"Barth Eide arrived in Washington wanting to know if 
[Norway] could depend on the U.S. to deliver to the agreed 
timetable. He also wanted to know that the U.S. would support 
the Joint Strike Missile's integration on the F-35," Cuelemans 
said. "All said, the meeting proved fruitful. Norway obtained 
the key assurances it sought." 

Panetta's pledge that the U.S. government has 100 percent 
confidence in the F-35 program, despite defense cutbacks, will 
provide comfort to Norway's government and military, as will 
the MoD's belief that FRP-related costs will not seriously 
escalate for Norway, Barth Eide said. 

"Norway is a small buyer compared to the United States, 
which is also the toughest buyer in tenns of wanting value," 
Barth Eide said. "There is, therefore, a clear pressure to keep 
prices at acceptable levels." 

Regarding cost, the Defense Ministry still believes that 
the flyaway purchase price, excluding weapon systems, for the 
56 F-35s will not be much above the $7 billion calculated in 
November 2008. The ministry also believes the fighter's 
estimated 30-year lifetime cost will he close to its 2008 
estimate of $26 billion. 

Norway has already agreed to pay $800 million for four 
F-35 trainer aircraft scheduled for delivery in 2016. The main 
body of the delivery is scheduled to follow in 2018. 
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PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
27. Navy Unlikely To Convene Another Enlisted Retention Board 
(STARS AND STRIPES 17 JAN 12) ... Erik Slavin 

YOKOSUKA NAVAL BASE, Japan — The Navy does 
not expect to target Sailors in overmanned job ratings for 
separation in 2013, officials from the Navy Personnel 
Command’s fleet engagement team told Sailors Tuesday. 

Officers speaking with a few dozen Sailors who are being 
involuntarily separated from the Navy by Sept. 1 said they 
were not anticipating a repeat of the enlisted retention board, 
though other force-cutting programs, such as Perform to 
Serve, are expected to remain. 

“That’s the outlook right now, we’re not planning for 
another [enlisted retention board],” said Capt. Steve Holmes, 
enlisted community manager for the Bureau of Naval 
Personnel. 

The Navy instituted the retention board and other force-
cutting measures in the face of mounting budgetary pressures, 
while simultaneously experiencing an ongoing decline in 
voluntary retirements and separations since 2005. The board, 
which convened last year, separated 2,947 Sailors with seven 
to 15 years of service between the ranks of E-4 and E-8, in 31 
different job ratings. 

Of the 15,386 Sailors whose records were reviewed by the 
board last year, about 19 percent were involuntarily separated, 
according to Tuesday’s presentation. 

Another 130 Sailors who would have been separated were 
able to change jobs, while another 206 Sailors tried to change 
jobs but had their applications denied. 

Sailors were considered by the board under the following 
criteria: declining job performance, substandard work, 
detachment for cause, non-judicial or more severe punishment, 

loss of security clearance and misconduct. If a Sailor’s record 
included one of those factors, but the Sailor was outstanding in 
some other way, an 80 percent affirmative vote by the board 
was required for retention. 

The board has come under criticism by some in the Navy 
for using misconduct that may have occurred early in a 
Sailor’s otherwise credible career as grounds for separation 
from the service. 

On Tuesday, Navy officials tried to encourage the Sailors 
about to lose their jobs by discussing separation benefits and 
job placement services they are entitled to use. 

Overseas Sailors separated by the board will be able to 
return to the United States for job and house hunting for a 
minimum of 60 days before separation, said Capt. Kate Janac, 
enlisted retention board coordinator for the chief of naval 
operations. 

Sailors will also have commissary and exchange 
privileges for two years after leaving the Navy, as well as 
access to counseling, child care and other services for a 
limited time after separation. 

Before leaving the Navy, they will receive job placement 
and preparation services from the international firm 
Challenger, Gray and Christmas. 

“This is what we think is going to be the key to your 
success,” Janac said. 

The fleet engagement team will speak with Sailors at 
Naval Air Facility Atsugi on Wednesday, before heading to 
bases in Hawaii and the continental United States. 
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28. Hunting Pirates 
Stockton man part of team that helped save Iranian fishermen 
(STOCKTON (CA) RECORD 14 JAN 12) ... Keith Reid 

STOCKTON - A 23-year-old Stockton man was at the 
center of an international incident last week when the U.S. 

Navy rescued Iranian fishermen held captive by Somali 
pirates. 
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Ensign Kendall Bolt, assigned to the destroyer USS Kidd, 
was a member of the boarding party that saved 13 fishermen 
in the northern Arabian Sea. 

In a phone interview from Bahrain on Friday, Bolt said 
his primary mission aboard the Kidd is to combat piracy on 
the open sea. 

Bolt said he helps design the tactical plans for Navy 
personnel to go aboard ships where mariners are in distress. 
Most missions, he said, involve sending two inflatable boats to 
approach and make a half circle around the vessel before U.S. 
Sailors climb aboard using ladders. 

When his team reached a hijacked Iranian dhow last 
week, Bolt was the fourth Sailor to go on board. 

"It's kind of an awkward scenario. There's controlled 
chaos because you're at sea on an inflatable boat. You're 
rocking, and you pull onside a ship that's rocking," Bolt said, 
adding that the Navy will order the pirates to show their hands 
and reveal their weapons. 

However, he said, "you're going onto a ship that you are 
not familiar with. You don't know if somebody's hiding on 
board or if they have weapons. We have standard procedures 
that we run through, but it's pretty much tight quarters and 
close-quarters combat if it comes down to it. 

"Luckily, we haven't had to (engage) at this point." 
Bolt's Stockton family has been beaming with pride as 

wire service photographs of their son's most recent exploits 
have circulated the globe. 

In one picture, Bolt, a 2006 Lincoln High School 
graduate, is seen embracing one of the rescued fishermen from 
a dhow named Al Mulahi. 

"I can't imagine the adrenaline rush," said Paul Bolt, his 
father. The proud Stockton resident added that his son contacts 
him regularly but not with any details on location or mission. 

For Kendall Bolt, the rescue just outside the Persian Gulf 
was filled with drama. The hostages had been held for more 
than 40 days. Fifteen Somali pirates were onboard. 

According to the New York Times: 
The USS Kidd loomed alongside the hijacked dhow, the 

warship's loudspeaker issuing commands in Urdu. U.S. 
Sailors, including Bolt, stood ready, weapons in hand. 

If you have weapons aboard, the voice boomed, put them 
where we can see them. 

The Somali pirates were crouched and cornered on the 
vessel they had seized in November to use as their mother 
ship. They had knives, a pistol and four assault rifles. But they 
did not speak Urdu. For a moment, the captors depended on 
their captives. 

They asked their Iranian hostages what the U.S. Sailors 
had just said. 

One of the hostages, Khaled Abdulkhaled, answered 
without pause: "They said they are about to blow this ship up." 

The pirates panicked. Their unity broke. Each man looked 
for cover or a place to hide. Discarding their weapons, nine of 
them crammed into a hold beneath the wheelhouse. Six 
huddled near the open bow. Soon Bolt and armed U.S. Sailors 
climbed aboard. 

The rescue was a dramatic finale to a slow-moving ordeal 
for the hostages. To survive more than six weeks after their 
82-foot gillnetter was captured at gunpoint and converted to a 

platform for attacks against international shipping, the 
fishermen relied on calm nerves, prayer, camaraderie and, in 
the end, duplicity. 

The U.S. government declared the rescue as both a job 
well done and a public relations boost. Just two days earlier, 
Tehran told the United States to keep its warships out of the 
Gulf. 

After the intervention, the fishermen were sent on their 
way, and the 15 pirates were transferred from the USS Kidd to 
the aircraft carrier USS John C. Stennis. 

"We had no idea it was going to be this big of a story. It's 
pretty regular for us to do this kind of mission," Kendall Bolt 
told The Record. "It's great for our guys and they deserve all 
the respect they are getting. They are true pros on boarding. 
And it doesn't matter if (the fisherman) are Iranian or Somalis 
or wherever they are from; we did the morally correct thing. 
They were in distress and our duty is to keep the sea free of 
piracy." 

Bolt's parents, Paul and Becky Bolt of Stockton, couldn't 
have been more stunned to see their son at work. 

Kendall Bolt, a star athlete at Lincoln High, earned a 
baseball scholarship to the Naval Academy in Annapolis, Md., 
where he played three years and became a career leader in 
hitting for the Midshipmen. 

After two years, he was given the option to sign "two-for-
seven" or transfer. The term "two-for-seven" refers to a 
contract that requires the cadet to finish his academic studies 
and then serve five years in active duty. 

On June 12, 2010, Kendall Bolt received his diploma 
from Vice President Joseph Biden during commencement 
ceremonies. With a degree in economics, he was assigned to 
the Kidd as a gunnery officer. 

His brother, Karl Bolt, 26, also a Lincoln High baseball 
star, enrolled in the Air Force Academy. Karl Bolt was drafted 
by the Philadelphia Phillies and played two years of Minor 
League Baseball in Florida. 

"Then the service told him, 'You have to come back. 
We're a country at war,' " Paul Bolt said. 

Kendall Bolt said leaving baseball to be a military officer 
was not a tough decision. He knew a professional sports career 
was a long shot, and serving his country became a passion 
once he enrolled in the Naval Academy. He also was inspired 
by his brother's success in the Air Force. 

"The service academies offer great leadership and a great 
education. My brother's career in the Air Force sparked my 
interest. I thought it was a great opportunity to play baseball 
(at the college level) and I get the best of both worlds," he 
said, adding that he couldn't do it without all the support from 
his family, friends and Lincoln High teachers and mentors 
who helped shape him as a leader. 

"I've learned a lot of life lessons out here, and I've gotten 
to travel the world," he said. 

Paul Bolt said he thinks both his boys could have made a 
career in professional baseball, but the family couldn't be more 
proud of both sons. 

"I think they both could have made it, but that's a dad 
talking," he said. "But none of us have any qualms. Not many 
people get to be a pirate hunter." 
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29. NAVSEA Announces Sailors Of The Year 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 14 JAN 12) ... Naval Sea Systems Command 

WASHINGTON -- Naval Sea Systems Command 
(NAVSEA) 2011 Sailors of the Year (SOY) were annuonced 
at a Washington Navy Yard luncheon Jan. 13. 

Navy Machinist's Mate 1st Class (SS) Cody W. Davis and 
Logistics Support 1st Class Scott Melvin, Navy Reserve, were 
selected. 

Selection as NAVSEA Sailor of the Year reflects 
demonstrated ability to lead and inspire a group of people and 
to improve and expand the capabilities of their respective field 
activities while supporting the command's mission of 
developing, delivering, and maintaining ships systems on 
time, on cost for the U.S. Navy. 

"As NAVSEA continues to build, deliver, and maintain 
the world's most cutting-edge and highly-capable ships, we 
look to dedicated individuals like you to get things done," said 
NAVSEA Command Master Chief (AW/SW) Evelyn Banks. 
"All of NAVSEA's Sailor of the year candidates exemplify the 
Navy core values and embody the institutional and technical 

expertise, professionalism, and character that make this 
command successful." 

Davis, NAVSEA's active duty SOY, is currently stationed 
at Pearl Harbor Naval Shipyard and Intermediate Maintenance 
Facility. Davis enlisted in the Navy in December 2003. 

Melvin has served the Navy for 16 years, and is currently 
assigned as the career counselor and budget estimator for 
NAVSEA's Albuquerque SurgeMain unit. SurgeMain, short 
for surge maintenance, is made up of a part-time, flexible, 
fully qualified maintenance work force. These teams of 
Reserve component Sailors become a mobilization force when 
the Navy needs to "surge" its maintenance infrastructure to 
support fleet readiness and the Fleet Response Plan. 

Davis will represent NAVSEA at the Vice Chief of Naval 
Operations' Shore Sailor of the Year competition. Melvin will 
continue on to represent NAVSEA Reserve Component at the 
Office of the Chief of Navy Reserve SOY competition. 
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30. Fallen Sailor Laid To Rest 
(KHSL CBS CHICO (CA) 14 JAN 12) ... Colin Lygren 

A final farewell to a Northern California hero. Chad 
Regelin is now in his final resting place. 

The funeral for the fallen U.S. Navy Sailor was followed 
with full military honors at the Northern California Veterans 
Cemetery in Igo. 

As hundreds of family, friends, and military personnel 
streamed into the funeral on Saturday, thousands gathered 
outside to show their patriotism. 

“The idea of one of our soldiers giving his life for his 
country, fighting for the rights that we all hope to enjoy and 
that we are fighting for, as a tribute to the family, to all of our 
troops,” said Terry Rapoza of Redding. 

Also present to honor Regelin, over 120 Sailors from 
Explosive Ordnance Disposal Mobile Unit 3, Chad Regelin's 
unit. 

“To me that shows you what this means, this is a special 
unit, a special guy and we should give him special attention,” 
said Fred Salanti of the Missing in America Project. 

And special attention was given, approximately 1,500 
people showed their appreciation for Regelin’s ultimate 
sacrifice. 

Master Chief Kevin Lundgren worked with Chad. “The 
support from the community, means a lot to us. We have 
questions in our head from time to time, what to expect, when 
you see the outpour, the flags, the families, the children,” said 
Lundgren.   

Leaders from the USO were also present, they honored 
Chad as Sailor of the Year in October. 

“It is an extremely high honor, it means that petty officer 
Regelin was chosen above all other enlisted personnel in the 
navy to be recognized as the outstanding Sailor of the year,” 
said Elizabeth Lee, Interim Center Director for USO Bay 
Area. 

Regelin's accomplishments reinforce how great of a loss 
this was for the Nation. 

“We came up here to honor his sacrifice and to express 
our deepest sympathy to that family on behalf of the USO and 
the American people that we represent,” said Lee. 

After the funeral, the procession made its way to the 
Veterans Cemetery in Igo. 

A 21 Gun Salute paid tribute to Regelin, and Taps 
sounded before before the ceremony ended. 

As dying for your country is the highest honor in the 
military, Regelin was buried in full military honors. 

Regelin was killed January 2nd in Helmund province 
Afghanistan, while on a routine presence patrol. 

He was a 2005 graduate of Anderson Union High School. 
Regelin enlisted in the Navy in 2006 and was a Bronze 

Star recipient and was on his second tour of duty in 
Afghanistan when he was killed. 

View Clip 
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31. Body Found In Va. Beach Believed To Be Missing Sailor 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 13 JAN 12) ... Cindy Clayton 

VIRGINIA BEACH - A body believed to be that of a 
Sailor reported missing on Jan. 1 was found Thursday night 
inside his home in the 3100 block of Aloma Court. 

The body, believed to be that of Sean Hatfield, was found 
shortly before 7 p.m., said police Sgt. Margie Hobbs. An 
autopsy today will reveal Hatfield’s cause of death. The case 

is being handled as a death investigation and did not appear to 
be suspicious. 

Police had searched for Hatfield, using personnel, dogs 
and the department’s helicopter, said Grazia Moyers, a police 
spokeswoman. His friends and members of his family also 
conducted their own search. 
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Hatfield’s wife, Nikki, told WAVY-TV that her husband 
disappeared shortly after learning that he would be laid off this 
year from his Navy job, according to the station’s website. 
The site says her husband had “a former gambling problem” 

and that she checked his accounts and found that he had been 
gambling before his disappearance. 

The couple had been married for five years, according to 
the site. 
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FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
32. Navy Eyes 'Golden Age' In Seapower, Cuts Or Not 
(AOL DEFENSE 13 JAN 12) ... Carlo Munoz 

WASHINGTON - The Navy sails on the cusp a new 
"golden age" of seapower despite the fact that it will have one 
of the smallest fleets in recent history, a top service leader 
believes. 

While actual ship numbers have dropped, the Navy has 
roughly the same number of large warships -- cruisers, 
destroyers and aircraft carriers -- as it did in the "600-ship" 
fleet of the 1970s, Navy Undersecretary Navy Bob Work told 
the Surface Navy Association's annual conference. Over the 
past decades, the Navy slowly nixed out its smaller vessels 
from the fleet. But increased multimission capabilities of 
newer ships like the Littoral Combat Ship and the LPD-17 
have allowed service officials to do this. 

What is left may be a smaller fleet, but it is one that is 
light years ahead of older fleets in terms of capability and 
flexibility, Work said."This is a different fleet," Work said. 
"We have the 600-ship Navy [now]" capability-wise." 

Work's comments came one day after Vice Chief of Naval 
Operations Adm. Mark Ferguson said a new force structure 
plan will bring the service in line with the White House's new 
national security strategy, unveiled last week. The new Navy 
plan could also change the Navy's long-standing goal of a 313-
ship fleet. The Navy "will have to re-look" the feasibility of 

fielding a 313-ship fleet, according to Ferguson. "I think all of 
us recognize that under those [2006] assumptions and that 
financial picture that was a great force structure to do what 
was needed," he said of the 313-ship goal. "We are going to go 
back and take a look and see what direction that is [now]." 

Ferguson did not say when that new plan would be 
released. Work noted the Navy was putting together a "fleet 
response plan" that would look out over the future of the force 
for the next five years. The assessments made in that response 
plan would be based on a "ten-year trajectory" drafted by 
service leaders on where the fleet is headed, according to 
Work. 

The Pentagon is already building in plans to cut $450 
billion in spending over the next decade beginning in fiscal 
2013. The department could be hit with an additional $600 
billion in cuts due to the Super Committee's failure to come up 
with a deficit reduction plan. In total, those cuts could result in 
the smallest Navy since World War I. That said, the U.S. will 
still be able to project naval power around the world, 
regardless of how many hulls it has in the water, Work thinks. 
"The numbers don't [matter]," he said. "We [will] span the 
globe." 
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33. New Navy Budgets May Sink Plans For Carriers 
Fight is on to save flattop fleet 
(WASHINGTON TIMES 16 JAN 12) ... Rowan Scarborough 

On the surface, the Navy’s cherished fleet of 11 active 
aircraft carriers seems safe from President Obama’s budget 
slashers. 

Conventional wisdom says the requirement to cut $488 
billion from the Pentagon within 10 years will not necessitate 
banishing a single carrier because the president’s military 
strategy focuses on two carrier-dependent regions: Asia, 
where China is building a robust navy, and the Persian Gulf, 
where Iran threatens to block international oil shipping. 

As Defense Secretary Leon E. Panetta prepares to 
introduce the strategy’s first budget next month, the Navy has 
been in a furious fight behind the scenes to protect only 10 
carriers, sources familiar with the issue told The Washington 
Times. 

The sources say that, while the fiscal 2013 budget may 
well continue 11 carriers, the Navy will be down to 10 or even 
nine carriers within in the next five years. 

A carrier typically transports about 80 aircraft and leads a 
battle group comprising 7,500 Sailors, a guided missile 
cruiser, two guided-missile destroyers, an attack submarine 
and a supply ship. Eliminating one carrier battle group would 
save billions of dollars. 

In addition, the Navy complements its carriers with 
amphibious-ready groups of warships, helicopters, fighter jets 
and Marines for sea-land operations. Some of those groups 
also might be scrapped. 

A scenario discussed inside the Navy: Reduce the carrier 
fleet by retiring the flattops short of their 50-year life spans, 
and continue to build more advanced carriers at the Newport 
News, Va., shipyard at seven-year intervals instead of 
launching one every five years. 

Reducing one carrier would set off a fight in Congress, 
which under law has required the Navy to maintain 11 active 
flattops. A source familiar with the discussions said the 
Obama administration would not want to take up that fight 
until after November’s presidential election, given the 
importance of Virginia and its 13 electoral votes. 

In general, the Navy has three carriers at sea, three 
returning from six-month deployments, three preparing to be 
deployed and two in some type of overhaul. For example, the 
USS Ronald Reagan, commissioned less than 10 years ago, is 
going into dry dock this month for a year of extensive repairs. 

Under Mr. Panetta, the Pentagon has clamped down on 
the release of any details about the budget — following the 
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model of predecessor Robert M. Gates, who forced senior 
officials to sign nondisclosure forms. 

But sources say a $488 billion in mandated savings will 
come from two principal sources: cutting the Army and 
Marine Corps ground forces by more than 100,000 troops 
combined and reducing the purchase and delaying the 
procurement of big weapons systems, such as the F-35 fighter. 

Cutting back to 10 carriers would save the Pentagon 
additional billions of dollars. A carrier’s payroll for a crew of 
officers and Sailors, not counting its air wing, is about $225 
million annually. 

“I think the United States will continue to operate at least 
10 carriers over the next five years,” said Loren Thompson, 
who heads the Lexington Institute defense think tank. “But 
over the long run, it’s likely the cost and operating concept 
will gradually shift the Navy away from carriers.” 

In fact, the Navy will soon undergo a 10-carrier trial. 
When the USS Enterprise is retired in November, 10 carriers 
will be active until the USS Gerald R. Ford becomes 
operational in 2015. Congress granted the Navy a waiver for 
the 33-month breach of the law. 

“They’re going down to 10 for programming reasons,” 
Mr. Thompson said. “It is supposed to be temporary, but I 
think during the period the Enterprise is gone and the Ford 
class has not arrived, the Navy may grow accustomed to 
operating with only 10 carriers.” 

Mr. Thompson said carriers face three basic challenges. 
“First of all, they have become extremely expensive to 

build and operate,” he said. “Secondly, some countries, such 
as China, are developing the capacity to target and disable 
them from long distances. 

“And, thirdly, the advent of the F-35 Joint Strike Fighter 
and unmanned aircraft will make it easier to accomplish air 
missions from other sea-based platforms.” 

Mr. Obama’s strategy echoes that of his first defense 
chief, Mr. Gates. At the U.S. Military Academy in February, 
Mr. Gates said: “Any future defense secretary who advises the 
president to again send a big American land army into Asia or 
into the Middle East or Africa should ‘have his head 
examined,’ as Gen. [Douglas] MacArthur so delicately put it.” 

Indeed, the strategy announced this month downplays the 
chances of a big land war, saying that active forces will be 
shaped to fight a limited ground conflict of a short duration. 

The Gates imprint may well show itself when it comes to 
carriers. 

“Do we really need 11 carrier strike groups for another 30 
years when no other country has more than one?” Mr. Gates 
asked during a 2010 speech to the Navy League, a naval 
support association. 

“In my view, Gates was right the first time,” said 
Winslow Wheeler, an analyst at the Center for Defense 
Information, a military reform group. “We have too many for 
show-the-flag exercises and strikes against incompetents like 
Iraq. 

“If ever we encounter a competent military with an air 
force, a navy with ultrasilent diesel electric submarines — and 
both with superfast, superlow antiship missiles — I suspect 
carriers will quickly be extinct if they go into unsafe waters. 
At $13 billion plus each, more are an unwise investment for 
the future.” 

Advocates of aircraft carriers note that the White House 
often asks in crisis, “Where are the carriers?” 

“China is going great guns to develop a maritime 
superiority,” said Jon Ault, a retired Navy pilot who served on 
eight carrier deployments. “Imagine 20, 30, 40 years from 
now, when the U.S. is down to its last two or three battle 
groups. A fatigued 40-, 50-year-old carrier gasping for breath 
and a nuke shipbuilding industry that no longer exists. Works 
for China, perhaps not so well for us.” 
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34. U.S. Navy Shipbuilding Given Budget Priority 
(DEFENSE NEWS 16 JAN 2012) ... Christopher P. Cavas 

The general state of the U.S. Navy's shipbuilding 
programs is good, two senior service officials claimed, and 
construction programs apparently will not be slashed to meet 
an expected Pentagon-wide $263 billion reduction in 
spending. 

"We've placed a priority on shipbuilding," Sean Stackley, 
the Navy's top acquisition official, told reporters Jan. 12. "You 
can see a lot of alignment between the defense strategy and 
what the Navy does." 

The Obama administration's fiscal 2013 budget request, 
scheduled to be sent Feb. 6 to Congress, will show "various 
impacts," Stackley said, "but we've been careful to hold to the 
core capabilities we need in our shipbuilding program. It's not 
just platforms, it's the capability we need in terms of weapon 
systems to be able to meet the defense strategy." 

Speaking at the Surface Navy Association's symposium in 
Washington, Stackley commented on the progress of the Air 
Missile Defense Radar (AMDR), a program to develop a 
primary sensor to go with the Aegis weapon system. 
Raytheon, Lockheed Martin and Northrop Grumman are 
competing underdevelopment contracts for the radar, which 

will be used on Arleigh Burke-class destroyers beginning with 
those bought in 2016. 

A downselect is expected later this year. 
"The AMDR program is going great and I’m not blowing 

smoke," Stackley adamantly declared. 
"I spent a very concerted couple-week period this past 

fall, because I've got to see for myself. So I went up to 
Raytheon, I went to Lockheed Martin, I went to Northrop 
Grumman. 

"I spent a day at each going through not just the data, but 
looking at the hardware, sitting down and talking with the 
engineers individually. Getting as much information as I could 
to corroborate what I'm seeing inside the Navy. 

"That program is going very well." 
He noted that the AMDR effort is building on existing 

technology. 
"The maturity of the technology is far beyond where folks 

in the building believed it could be. And the costs that we are 
seeing are much better than we had estimated just a couple of 
years ago," he said. "And the performance — we're at the 
upper end of the estimated performance range. I'm bullish on 
AMDR." 
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With the AMDR installed, the new destroyers will 
become Flight III of the Arleigh Burke class, supplanting 
current Flight IIA ships. 

Stackley reminded a lunch audience that the Navy would 
seek a multiyear procurement (MYP) in the new budget for 
destroyers from 2013 through 2017. Congressional MYP 
authorization, however, is normally based on design maturity 
and consistency. 

Navy Undersecretary Bob Work, speaking with reporters 
at the symposium, explained that, for a brief time, the service 
plans to order both Flight IIAs and IIIs. 

"There's an overlap date between the IIAs and the Flight 
Ills," he said, with another block buy planned separately for 
the AMDR ships. 

Details will arrive on Jan. 26, when DoD officials 
preview the 2013 budget request. 

Earlier, Work, speaking to a symposium audience, laid 
out the capabilities of the fleet being built through 2022 — 
and might have inadvertently let slip one of the secret numbers 
about future ship cuts. 

"We're going to wind up with 72 Burkes, and 15 — uh 
excuse me, I'm not going to tell you any numbers. Rewind the 
tape," he said, to sympathetic laughter from the professional 
audience. 

The Burke number would reflect the total number of 
Flight I, II and IIA ships, but the Navy currently operates 22 
Ticonderoga-class Aegis cruisers. Speculation has been 
rampant that some of the cruisers, which range in age from 25 
years old to 17, might be decommissioned in line with budget 
reductions. No officials have commented for the record, but 
most guesses range between six and nine ships. 

Work may have let slip that seven Ticos will be put down 
early. But he also exuberantly extolled the virtues of the 
Navy's future forces. 

"Everyone focuses in on: it's going to be 313 ships, 310," 
he said. "What the hell do we care? I have BAMS," the Broad 
Area Maritime Surveillance aircraft based on the Global Hawk 
unmanned aircraft. "How many ships would it take to provide 
the same maritime domain awareness as those BAMS? It's a 
lot bigger than a [Reagan-era] 600-ship Navy, I guarantee you 
that." 
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35. Navy Sees Slight Increase In Shipbuilding Work 
(DEFENSE DAILY 13 JAN 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

Despite budget cuts, the Navy projects there will be a 
slight increase in workload at the nation's shipyards over the 
next five years, according to a service official. 

Wilmot Summerall, the executive director for combatants 
and program executive officer for ships, said there are about 
40 ships currently under contract, and as long as cost 
requirements are met and more contracts are awarded, the 
shipbuilding industry should be able to sustain its workload. 

"Assuming we can award those ships at our should cost, 
the projected workload in the next four or five years will 
actually be increasing slightly," Summerall said at the Surface 
Navy Association symposium in Arlington, Va., last week. 

The Navy has strived to stabilize budgets, optimize 
production schedules, reward cost discipline and align fees 
with risk, Summerall said. In return, the service expects 
industry to increase productivity and innovation, reduce costs 
and take more risk, he said. 
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36. V-22 Osprey Aircraft's Reliability Improves In Pentagon Testing 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 13 JAN 12) ... Tony Capaccio 

The Marine Corps V-22 Osprey’s safety, combat 
effectiveness and reliability have improved in the past year, 
according to the Pentagon’s test office. 

New aircraft software evaluated in tests from August 
through early November “performed largely as expected,” the 
test office found. The improvement gives Osprey pilots greater 
capability to track, monitor and communicate from their 
cockpit with U.S. ground forces and to avoid bad weather. 

“Software enhancements were modest but provided new 
piloting options and power margins” during flying operations, 
“increasing safety and reducing pilot workload,” Michael 
Gilmore, the Pentagon’s director of operational test and 
evaluation said in a report released today. 

The report is good news for makers of the $53 billion V-
22 Osprey, the Pentagon’s sixth-largest acquisition program. 
The Navy plans to spend $8 billion this year to buy an 
additional 122 V-22s, made by Providence, Rhode Island-
based Textron Inc.’s Bell Helicopter unit and Chicago-based 
Boeing Co. 

The V-22 is a fixed-wing plane with rotors that tilt so it 
can take off and land like a helicopter. 

The $8 billion in proposed V-22 spending, in the early 
discussion stages, would supply aircraft to the Marine Corps 

and Air Force through 2017, renewing for five more years a 
current deal calling for 174 aircraft. 

Signing a multi-year contract would almost guarantee 
those aircraft couldn’t be canceled because the military would 
face steep termination costs. 

The additional purchases would complete the Marine 
Corps and Air Force plans to field 410 V-22s. The Navy has 
said it might purchase 48 separately after 2018. 

“Across the fleet, the V-22 generally meets reliability and 
maintainability requirements,” Gilmore wrote. Still, the V-22 
in its most recent testing was available only 53 percent of the 
time it was required, rather than the specification of 82 
percent, according to Gilmore. 

The Navy should continue “development and testing to 
improve overall reliability and availability,” he wrote. 

Republican presidential candidate Mitt Romney said in a 
Jan. 6 interview with Bloomberg Television that the Osprey is 
a defense program “that’s going to take a very careful 
inspection.” 

Each Osprey costs about $65 million in basic “flyaway” 
assembly costs. A more complete measure is a current-year 
program unit cost of about $116.2 million apiece that includes 
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past expenditures for research and development, according to program office data. 
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BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
37. Navy, Managers Say Tests Show No Extensive Mold 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 16 JAN 12) ... Corinne Reilly 

Inspections of privately managed military housing have 
confirmed residents' complaints about mold and moisture 
problems, although both the Navy and the management 
company contend the issue is a maintenance problem, not a 
public health concern. 

Nonetheless, last week, a Richmond-based attorney who 
has signed on to represent half a dozen families who lived in 
homes managed by Lincoln Military Housing filed what he 
said will be the first of several lawsuits against the company 
over the mold. 

Lincoln manages roughly 4,400 rental units in the region, 
in neighborhoods near Joint Expeditionary Base Little Creek, 
Norfolk Naval Station, Oceana Naval Air Station and other 
military bases. Concerns about mold inside the houses were 
first reported in November by local TV station WTKR. 
Several families said their units had moisture problems and 
water leaks, including around windows and in their 
bathrooms, roofs and walls. The families alleged that Lincoln 
repeatedly failed to make adequate repairs, allowing mold to 
grow. They shared stories about collapsed ceilings and spongy 
walls filled with visible mold, and some said they'd become 
sick. 

Two local congressmen and a senator became involved in 
December, after families complained the Navy also was 
ignoring the problems. Lincoln eventually announced a series 
of remedies, including new inspections, a change in 
maintenance contractors and the creation of two new positions 
for a customer service officer and a resident advocate. Two 
dozen families were moved out of their homes and into hotels, 
in some cases before inspections were done. 

After some residents said they didn't trust Lincoln's 
inspectors, the company agreed to use only firms approved by 
the Navy, and the Navy said it would test 14 homes 
independently. 

So far, about half of those families have received results. 
The Navy provided four of the reports to The Virginian-Pilot 
at the newspaper's request. Each notes evidence of water 
intrusion and mold. 

- At a home on Cherbourg Road in Virginia Beach, the 
residents told inspectors that condensation came through their 
kitchen light fixtures, that exhaust vents in two bathrooms 
leaked water, and that when they pushed gently on the ceiling 
in a closet, their fingers went through. 

"Repairs had been done on a 'dark' area in the space under 
the stairwell," the report says. "Maintenance told them that it 
was not mold but a picture showed what looked like mold.... 
Wall materials have been partially removed and patched in the 
closet under the stairs. It also appears that a white substance, 
most likely a chemical used to prevent mold growth, has been 
applied to the structure. However, visible mold growth was 
present in the back corner of the closet on drywall and 
fiberglass insulation." 

The residents told inspectors that their allergies had 
worsened since moving in six months earlier. 

- At a home on Ingram Loop in Norfolk, inspectors 
reported a moldy smell coming from living room walls and 
visible mold on drywall and on wood framing around an attic 
door in a bedroom. 

"In the second-floor bathroom the floor is soft at the tub," 
the report says. "The PVC pipe and gutters used to redirect 
water at the front exterior of the property are ill fitting and 
leaky. The downspout that carries water from the upper roof 
does not appear to line up in a way that would direct water 
into the gutters." 

- At a home on Glen Falls Court in Virginia Beach, the 
residents reported no health problems, but inspectors found 
mold and water damage. 

The report also notes instances of inadequate repair work: 
"Mold grows on the drywall between the tub and toilet. 

The drywall has been repaired and painted three times and the 
mold keeps coming back." 

"The second-floor bathroom tub overflow valve leaks 
water into the kitchen light fixture. The kitchen light shorted 
out due to water damage and was replaced approximately six 
months prior to the inspection. Instead of repairing the 
problem, maintenance told the (residents) not to fill the 
bathtub up so high." 

In some instances, inspectors called for follow-up 
assessments, such as breaking into walls or using infrared 
technology. 

Still, in recent interviews, Lincoln and Navy officials said 
they don't think the problems are as serious or widespread as 
they've been made out to be. Speaking about the results of the 
Navy inspections, Capt. Don Hagen, director of industrial 
hygiene at the Navy and Marine Corps Public Health Center, 
said, "It's not extensive mold." 

"If you listen to WTKR, it's like a science fiction movie - 
there's mold monsters growing everywhere," Hagen said. 
"And that's just not the case." 

Lincoln's president, Jarl Bliss, said the reports he's seen 
indicate the same thing. "There are spots here or there," he 
said. "It's not extensive." 

Bliss noted that while Lincoln manages more than 4,000 
units in Hampton Roads, and tenants in all of them have been 
offered free mold inspections, only about 200 families have 
requested the tests. 

As for the two dozen families who were moved out of 
their homes, he said the fact that Lincoln agreed to pay for 
their hotel stays and food per diems doesn't necessarily mean 
their units weren't safe. In some cases, decisions to move 
families were made before inspections were done, based 
simply on tenants' concerns. Others were moved because 
repairs at their homes would have been disruptive, Navy 
officials said. 

Some will be moved back into their homes after 
inspections and repairs are finished, while others have agreed 
to move into other Lincoln homes, the Navy said. A few have 
chosen not to return to Lincoln communities. 
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Bliss said he believes that Lincoln's homes and any 
problems they have are typical of any in the region of 
comparable age. Some of the company's properties are more 
than 50 years old. 

Asked whether he thinks Lincoln fell short in its 
maintenance, Bliss said, "I think you're always going to find a 
couple of issues here or there with a portfolio this large." 

The Navy has gone further in acknowledging the 
problems. 

"We could have done better," said Rear Adm. Tim 
Alexander, who heads the service's mid-Atlantic region. 
"There is no doubt about it." 

But he rejected the notion that turning over off-base 
military housing to private companies was a mistake. In 2005, 
the properties now overseen by Lincoln were transferred to 
Mid-Atlantic Military Family Communities LLC, a public-
private arrangement in which Lincoln is responsible for 
managing and maintaining the homes, in the short term and 
the long term. The Navy owns the land and is a minority 
member of the LLC. 

In Hampton Roads, Alexander said, the arrangement has 
raised more than $600 million for new construction and 
renovations, at no cost to taxpayers. He said he has worked 
with Lincoln in the past on the West Coast and with other 
companies in Hawaii and the South, and on the whole, he sees 
the public-private ventures as "a huge win." 

But he said that doesn't mean there isn't room for 
improvement. In addition to increasing spot checks of tenant 
service calls to Lincoln, he said the Navy is re-examining its 
agreements for changes that might better protect families. 

Some tenants said the steps that Lincoln and the Navy 
have taken are helping, including Navy Petty Officer 1st Class 
Adam Quintela, whose home was among those inspected by 
the Navy. Quintela said his roof leaked for four years before 
Lincoln fixed it. When the company finally did, crews 
uncovered "quite a bit of mold," he said. 

While he has yet to see the results of the Navy inspection, 
he said the fact that one was done is a start. 

"We're looking for reassurance that we're safe and the 
roof is really fixed," he said. "I'm hopeful we'll get that 
reassurance." 

At least a handful of tenants are less satisfied, including 
Shelley Federico, who left her Lincoln home with her 
daughter and her husband, a Marine, in October, a year after 
they moved in. She said Lincoln repeatedly failed to fix the 
Norfolk home's leaking windows and water-intrusion 
problems in the foundation. Her family finally moved after 
Lincoln cut open one of their walls, revealing what Federico 
called a "shocking" amount of mold. 

She said she experienced an immediate, severe allergic 
reaction, and she believes her entire family was made sick by 
mold. Besides respiratory problems and sinus infections, 
Federico said she suffered gastrointestinal symptoms, fatigue 
and memory loss. 

"At first Lincoln and the Navy wouldn't admit there's 
mold," she said recently. "Now they're finally admitting there's 
mold, but they still won't say it made people sick." 

According to the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention, links between mold and lethargy and memory loss 
have not been proven. 

Federico has hired David S. Bailey, a Richmond-based 
lawyer who said he is also representing half a dozen other 
families who lived in Lincoln homes. 

On Wednesday, Bailey filed the first of what he said will 
be several lawsuits against the company. It seeks punitive 
damages and alleges that Lincoln broke state law in its 
handling of Federico's home. It says Lincoln "adopted policies 
to hide and obscure mold contamination," including policies 
that instructed workers never to use the word mold with 
tenants and instead call it dirt; to perform repairs as cheaply as 
possible; and to test for mold only after it had been removed 
so that tenants "would never know what molds or what mold 
levels to which they were exposed." 

In an interview, Bailey said, "There are a number of 
families who suffered exposure before Lincoln decided to take 
this seriously." 

Lincoln and Navy officials said they couldn't comment on 
the lawsuit or on individual tenants' cases, but Hagen and 
another official at the Navy and Marine Corps Public Health 
Center, Capt. Mark Hammett, a doctor who specializes in 
occupational and environmental medicine, said they're 
concerned that amid all the attention that's been paid to the 
issue, some residents might be unnecessarily panicked, and 
some might be wrongly attributing health problems to mold 
exposure. 

While Hagen and Hammett were careful to say that all 
tenants with mold exposure concerns should see their doctors, 
especially those with weakened immune systems, they noted 
that research shows only about 10 percent of people are 
susceptible to mold-related medical conditions, primarily 
allergies and respiratory problems. They warned that myths 
about so-called "black mold" and "toxic mold" are all over the 
Internet, a result of bad, decades-old research that has never 
been replicated. 

They also cautioned against doctors who use unproven 
treatment protocols. Hagen said he's become aware that some 
tenants are seeing a doctor for mold exposure who claims to 
have "new research that no one else in the world knows 
about." 

"There's a lot of money to be had in remediating mold," 
he said. 

Kim Mosser, a spokeswoman for U.S. Rep. Scott Rigell, 
who was the first federal legislator to meet with Lincoln 
tenants about their mold concerns, said it's still too early to say 
whether the remedies Lincoln has announced will be enough. 

"I can tell you that we've been getting fewer calls from 
constituents," Mosser said. "We hope that's a sign that things 
are getting done." 

Navy Wife Sues Over Mold In Norfolk Housing 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 16 JAN 12) 
NORFOLK, Va. — A company that manages rental 

housing for military families in Hampton Roads is being sued 
by a woman who claims she was sickened by mold in her 
home. 

The Virginian-Pilot reports that Richmond-based lawyer 
David S. Bailey filed the lawsuit on behalf of Shelley Federico 
against Lincoln Military Housing last week. Bailey said he 
represents another half dozen families and he plans to file 
more lawsuits. 

“There are a number of families who suffered exposure 
before Lincoln decided to take this seriously,” he told the 
newspaper. 
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Federico said she suffered respiratory problems, 
gastrointestinal symptoms, fatigue and memory loss. 

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention has said 
links between mold and memory loss and lethargy have not 
been proven. 

Problems with mold and moisture in Lincoln’s housing 
were first reported by WTKR-TV. A contractor hired by the 
Navy began inspecting 14 housing units in December. The 
Navy also approved Lincoln’s request to hire two other 
companies to conduct inspections. 

Lincoln and Navy officials said they cannot comment on 
the lawsuit or on tenants’ cases. But they said the problems 
aren’t widespread and aren’t a public health concern. 

“There are spots here and there,” said Lincoln President 
Jarl Bliss. “It’s not extensive.” 

Free mold inspections were offered to tenants in all of the 
more than 4,000 units managed by Lincoln in Hampton Roads, 
but only about 200 families requested the tests, Bliss said. 

“I think you’re always going to find a couple of issues 
here or there with a portfolio this large,” he said. 

Lincoln manages the properties under a public-private 
arrangement that has saved taxpayers millions of dollars in 
new construction and renovation costs. Overall, such public-
private ventures, have been “a huge win,” said Rear Adm. Tim 
Alexander, who heads the service’s mid-Atlantic region. 

But he said there is room for improvement. The Navy’s 
agreements are being re-examined to see if any changes can be 
made to better protect families. Spot checks of tenant service 
calls to Lincoln also have been increased. 

Kim Mosser, a spokeswoman for Republican Rep. Scott 
Rigell, said the congressman’s office has received fewer calls 
from constituents about mold concerns. 

“We hope that’s a sign that things are getting done,” 
Mosser said. 
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38. CNO Announces 2011 Service Award Winners 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 13 JAN 12) ... Ed Barker, Naval Education and Training Command Public Affairs 

PENSACOLA, Fla. -- Twelve commands were 
recognized for community service excellence as the Chief of 
Naval Operations (CNO) announced the Health, Safety, and 
Fitness Flagship awards for calendar year 2011 by Naval 
Administrative Message (NAVADMIN) 016/12 Jan. 12. 

The award is sponsored by the Naval Education and 
Training Command (NETC), and recognizes commands with 
the best overall community service programs teaching and 
encouraging individuals, especially youth, to lead healthy and 
active lives. 

"The Navy's Health, Safety and Fitness Flagship promotes 
healthy and fit lifestyles with schools and communities 
through command partnerships," said Henry Giles, NETC 
director of Community Service and Outreach. "Sailors from 
shore-based and afloat commands are out in the community, 
around the world, not only being good neighbors, but also 
helping to educate and set a good example for kids and their 
families." 

Health, safety and fitness project initiatives are part of the 
Navy's Community Service Program. The Health, Safety and 
Fitness program features Navy volunteers who visit schools 
and neighborhoods to share information and give practical 
training that focuses on nutrition, hygiene, mental health, 
disease prevention, leisure skills development, personal safety, 
drug demand reduction, sports and recreation. 

Examples of command-sponsored health, safety and 
fitness events are Special Olympics, the Great American 
Smokeout, safety and health fairs, and the President's Award 
on Physical Fitness and Sports. 

The Navy Community Service Program (NCSP) was 
launched in 1992 by then CNO Admiral Frank B. Kelso. The 
program's goal is to foster and nurture community ties with the 
Navy and promote volunteerism while developing better Navy 
leaders through experience in the program. 

NCSP consists of five flagships, including the Health, 
Safety, and Fitness Flagship. 

The other four flagships are the Personal Excellence 
Partnership Flagship, Project Good Neighbor Flagship, 
Campaign Drug Free Flagship, and Environmental 

Stewardship Flagship. A separate Navy command sponsors 
and administers each flagship. 

As the Health, Safety, and Fitness Flagship sponsor, 
NETC is responsible for coordinating policy that encourages 
volunteer participation. NETC also provides flagship project 
information and technical support to Navy commands and 
holds an annual awards board to select and publicize Navy-
wide flagship award winners. 

According to NETC's Chief Operating Officer Rear Adm. 
Clifford Sharpe, taking the time to devote to improving health, 
safety and fitness can have lasting effects. 

"The commands that participated in the Health Safety and 
Fitness Flagship are leading by example and have 
demonstrated the importance of a healthy lifestyle by 
partnering with their neighbors," said Sharpe. "Good habits 
resulting from positive influences and their resulting changes 
can last a lifetime. These commands have my sincere 
appreciation for their personal commitment and support of our 
Navy's Community Service Program." 

The winners for 2011 are: 
Shore command category, large command (500 personnel 

or more) 
Naval Submarine Base, Kings Bay, Ga. 
Medium command (200-499 personnel) 
Center for Naval Aviation Technical Training Unit, 

Keesler Air Force Base, Miss. 
Small command (200 command personnel or less) 
Helicopter Maritime Strike Weapons School, Mayport, 

Fla. 
Sea command category winners include: 
Large command 
Assault Craft Unit Four, Little Creek, Va. 
Small command 
Pre-Commissioning Unit (PCU) Mississippi (SSN 782). 
Commands receiving honorable mentions include: 
Large shore command 
Navy Information Operations Command Maryland, Fort 

Meade, Md. and Naval Air Station Pensacola, Fla. 
Medium shore command 
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Naval Support Activity 
Washington, Washington, D.C.; and Naval Computer and 

Telecommunications Station, San Diego. 
Small shore command 
Surface Warfare Officers School, Newport, R.I. 
Large Sea Honorable mention 

USS Carl Vinson (CVN 70) 
Small sea honorable mention 
USS Maryland (SSBN 738) Blue 
Award winners will receive commemorative plaques and 

units that merited honorable mention will receive certificates 
from NETC. 
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39. Navy To Participate In Mardi Gras 2012 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 15 JAN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Robert Keilman, Navy Recruiting District New 
Orleans Public Affairs 

NEW ORLEANS -- Navy Recruiting District (NRD) New 
Orleans announced Jan. 13, it will participate in upcoming 
parades as part of Mardi Gras 2012. 

Each year during the carnival season, the city of New 
Orleans and its surrounding areas coordinates more than 60 
themed parades, attracting hundreds of thousands of locals and 
tourists from all over the United States. 

This year, NRD New Orleans will be participating in the 
following parades: 

 Cleopatra, Feb. 10, at 6:30 p.m. 

 Pontchartrain, Feb. 11, at 2 p.m. 

 Alla, Feb. 12, at 12 p.m. 

 Ancient Druids, Feb. 15, at 6:30 p.m. 

 Babylon, Feb. 16, at 5:45 p.m. 

 Krewe d'Etat, Feb. 17, at 6 p.m. 

 Endymion, Feb. 18, at 4:15 p.m. 

 Bacchus, Feb. 19, at 5:15 p.m. 

 Orpheus, Feb. 20, at 6 p.m. 

 Rex, Feb. 21, at 10 a.m. 

"With so many people attending parades during the 
carnival season, there is no other venue in our district that 
could provide as much Navy exposure as this," said Cmdr. 
David Weller, NRD New Orleans commanding officer. 
"Mardi Gras is at the core of this city's culture, and with the 
Navy's participation each year, we are very much a part of that 
culture." 

NRD New Orleans Sailors participate in parades with the 
command's own float, a design inspired by USS Constitution, 
the Navy's oldest commissioned ship. Embarked on board the 
aft section of the float are members of Navy Band New 

Orleans, who provide live musical performances throughout 
each parade. 

"The parades of Mardi Gras are something Navy Band 
New Orleans looks forward to each year," said Lt. Jane 
Hoffman, director of Navy Band New Orleans. "During the 
parades, the band plays an assortment of music - everything 
from traditional New Orleans brass band to rock-and-roll. The 
crowds love the performances, and we are happy to be able to 
provide them with musical entertainment again this year." 

Also riding the float are local Navy recruiters, NRD New 
Orleans support personnel, and special guests who are often 
centers of influences (COI) in the community. These COI's 
consist of educators, coaches, or non-politically affiliated 
community leaders. 

When the float is not in use, Sailors act as the float's 
curators, ensuring upkeep and maintenance is performed on a 
regular basis so that it is ready for the carnival season. 

"Whether it is doing maintenance on the generator, 
electrical wiring, providing carpentry and artistic repairs, 
everybody from the skipper [commanding officer] to the most 
junior Sailor, pitches in where they can to get the float ready 
for the parade season; it is truly a team effort," said Chief 
Machinist Mate Gilbert Daigle, NRD New Orleans marketing 
and advertising officer. 

With the year 2012 marking the 200-year anniversary of 
the War of 1812, it is a time for the Navy to celebrate its at-sea 
battles that contributed to the U.S. victory over Great Britain. 

"We're looking forward to another great year during 
Mardi Gras," said Weller. "It's a tremendous opportunity for 
us to get out into the community and show hundreds of 
thousands of people that America's Navy is truly a global 
force for good." 
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40. U.S. Navy Ship Adopted By Indian Wells, School Moving On To Japan 
(PALM SPRINGS (CA) DESERT SUN 13 JAN 12) 

SAN DIEGO — A U.S. Navy ship adopted by the city of 
Indian Wells and Gerald R. Ford Elementary School will 
move from its longtime home port in San Diego to Sasebo, 
Japan. 

The USS Bonhomme Richard, whose crew receives 
letters and emails from the students and in return makes 
annual visits to the elementary school, will trade places with 
the USS Essex — currently based in Japan — in the spring. 

But that doesn't mean the bonds forged with the 
amphibious assault ship — orchestrated by former Indian 
Wells Mayor Walter McIntyre in 2000 — will diminish. 

The students will now adopt the USS Essex. 
“The legacy of the relationship of the ship will continue,” 

McIntyre said. “It will be the same crew. They'll just exchange 
ignition keys.” 

Every year since 2000, Sailors from the USS Bonhomme 
Richard have traveled to Indian Wells to visit the elementary 
school, talking to classes about the U.S. Navy, the ship, and 
her current missions. 

Fifth-grade classes also get to tour the ship and eat lunch 
with the crew. It's become a highlight of the school year, 
McIntyre said. 
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41. Machida Troop Visits George Washington 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 15 JAN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Marcus D. Mince, USS George Washington Public 
Affairs 

YOKOSUKA, Japan -- Members of the Scouting 
Association of Japan from Machida Prefecture Troop 1 based 
in Tokyo, toured the Navy's only full-time forward-deployed 
aircraft carrier USS George Washington (CVN 73), Jan. 14. 

"The most fascinating part of the tour was the flight 
deck," said Yasuyuki Yagi, assistant scout master of Machida 
Troop 1. "The ship is much more massive than we ever 
expected." 

Machida Troop 1 is the sister troop to Boy Scouts of 
America Troop 35 located aboard Yokosuka Naval Base. 

"It's a really great opportunity for our sister troop to be 
able to visit not only the base, but the George Washington as 
well," said Chief Musician Scott Lotz, committee chair for 
Troop 35. "We are all very grateful for the hospitality and the 
chance to tour the ship." 

George Washington's First Class Petty Officer 
Association (FCPOA) hosted the tour by escorting the group 
and answering questions about the ship and life as a Sailor. 

"Opportunities like this help to show that we're here to 
interact with the young adults and build a bond that ultimately 
starts with the youth," said Aviation Ordnanceman 1st Class 
(AW/SW) Marlon Bell, the FCPOA President. 

Machida Troop 1 consist of both male and female 
members with the average age being 15. The troop participates 
in local volunteer opportunities, outdoor activities, and 
frequent joint camp-outs with Troop 35. 

This was the troop's first time visiting Yokosuka Naval 
Base. 

USS George Washington is currently in port in Yokosuka, 
Japan. In 2011, George Washington navigated more than 
50,000 nautical miles across the western Pacific to operate 
with more than a dozen different nations. In port or at sea, the 
"Spirit of freedom" is always ready to execute her next set of 
orders. 
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42. Tanaka Clarifies Remark On Timeline For Futenma-Linked Construction 
(KYODO NEWS 17 JAN 12) 

TOKYO -- Japan's new Defense Minister Naoki Tanaka 
on Monday clarified his earlier comment touching on a 
specific timeline for the commencement of construction work 
related to the relocation of a key U.S. base in Okinawa 
Prefecture. 

"It's not about setting an exact time frame, goal or 
deadline," Tanaka said in a news conference after his remark 
on TV Sunday triggered protests from some opposition 
lawmakers. 

During a program aired by public broadcaster NHK, 
Tanaka voiced hope that the government will be able to 
commence construction work by the end of this year related to 
the relocation of the U.S. Marine Corps' Futenma Air Station 
within Okinawa, after gaining consent from the local 
community. 

"Whether we can begin the construction within this year 
has been the focus of procedures up to now, but we cannot 
move the project forward without acceptance by the people of 
Okinawa," Tanaka said in the TV program, becoming the first 
senior government official to touch on a time frame for the 
start of construction work. 

After formally assuming his duties from predecessor 
Yasuo Ichikawa, Tanaka clarified in his press conference 
Monday that he was referring to the sequence of procedures. 

Late last year, the Defense Ministry delivered an 
environmental impact assessment report, a key step in moving 
forward the relocation plan. Attention is now focused on 
whether the government will secure permission for land 
reclamation from Okinawa Gov. Hirokazu Nakaima. 

In a separate news conference, top government 
spokesman Osamu Fujimura defended Tanaka, saying the 
defense minister had not explicitly said construction will begin 
within the year or that the government will aim for that 
timeline. 

Opposition lawmakers, however, were quick to criticize 
the new defense minister as they gear up to grill Tanaka 
during the ordinary parliamentary session beginning Jan. 24. 

Tadamori Oshima, vice president of the main opposition 
Liberal Democratic Party, told reporters, "I wonder if it is 
right for the defense minister to casually talk about the 
planned (airfield) construction within the year without first 
studying the matter." 

LDP Secretary General Nobuteru Ishihara told reporters 
separately that Tanaka's remark was "far off the mark" and 
called on him to prepare thoroughly in time for the 
parliamentary session. 

Tanaka assumed his post in a Cabinet reshuffle Friday, 
with Prime Minister Yoshihiko Noda saying he chose Tanaka 
because of his experience in dealing with defense affairs. 

The appointment of Tanaka as defense chief came as the 
central government needs to rebuild trust with the Okinawa 
government after Ichikawa, Tanaka's predecessor, was 
censured by the opposition-controlled upper house last month 
over gaffes he and a defense ministry official made in 
connection with the U.S. military in Okinawa Prefecture. 

Nakaima stopped short of criticizing Tanaka, telling 
journalists at the Okinawa prefectural office in Naha that the 
defense minister "needs a little more time" to understand the 
whole picture regarding the relocation issue. 

Nago Mayor Susumu Inamine was more scathing in his 
remarks, saying at a press conference that Tanaka's comments 
were "incomprehensible." 

Inamine pointed to the inconsistency of the government's 
words and actions, noting that the prime minister has said he 
would not force the relocation plan on local people. 

Despite strong opposition in Okinawa, Japan and the 
United States are sticking to the plan to relocate the Futenma 
base from a densely populated area in the city of Ginowan to a 
coastal area of Nago. 
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The local government and community are deeply opposed 
to relocating the Futenma base within Okinawa, which has 
long hosted the bulk of U.S. forces in Japan, and want the 
Futenma base outside of the prefecture. 

Defense Minister Tanaka eyes 2-day trip to Okinawa 
from Sun. 

Defense Minister Naoki Tanaka is making arrangements 
to pay a two-day trip to Okinawa Prefecture from Sunday and 
hold talks with Gov. Hirokazu Nakaima, government sources 
said Tuesday. 

The newly appointed minister aims to assure Okinawa 
that he will not specify a timeline for the commencement of 
construction work for the stalled relocation of a key U.S. base 
in Okinawa after an earlier remark sparked protests from the 
local community, the sources said. 

At issue was a comment he made during a talk show 
Sunday at public broadcaster NHK -- "Whether we can begin 
construction within this year has been the focus of procedures 
up to now, but we cannot move the project forward without 
acceptance by the people of Okinawa." 

He became the first senior government official to touch 
on a time frame for the start of construction work for the 
relocation of the U.S. Marine Corps' Futenma Air Station 
within Okinawa, but revised the comment in effect Monday, 
saying, "It's not about setting an exact time frame, goal or 
deadline." 

Tanaka's upcoming trip is the first to the southern island 
prefecture in his capacity as defense minister, which he 
assumed in a Cabinet reshuffle Friday. 

Prior to that, Nakaima is scheduled to visit Tokyo on 
Thursday and Friday and will likely hold talks with Tanaka, 
the sources said. 

Tanaka told reporters after Tuesday's Cabinet meeting 
that he wants to visit Okinawa before the ordinary parliament 
session begins next Tuesday, hoping to work as one with the 
local government and community. 

Tanaka said that when he meets Nakaima he will seek 
ways to ease Okinawa's burden in hosting the U.S. base, 
noting that Futenma is the "world's most dangerous airfield." 

He said that while he sticks to the Japan-U.S. accord to 
relocate the base within Okinawa, he will try to restore the 
trust of the people of Okinawa in the central government and 
secure local consent for the relocation plan. 

The local government and community in Okinawa remain 
opposed to relocating the Futenma base within Okinawa, 
which has long hosted the bulk of U.S. forces in Japan, and 
want Futenma to be moved outside Okinawa. 

A series of blunders, including a gaffe from Tanaka's 
predecessor Yasuo Ichikawa, late last year fueled anger in 
Okinawa. Even before that, the central government was 
struggling to move the Futenma relocation issue forward. 

Nago Mayor To Visit U.S. To Ask For Moving 
Futenma Out Of Okinawa 

The mayor of Nago, Okinawa Prefecture, to which the 
Japanese government is seeking to relocate the U.S. Marine 
Corps' Futenma Air Station, said Monday he will visit the 
United States from Feb. 6 to 11 to urge Washington to move 
the base outside the prefecture. 

"We cannot overlook the forcible relocation of the base to 
Henoko in Nago. Speaking to the Japanese government takes 
us nowhere so I want to tell the United States about the current 
situation," Mayor Susumu Inamine told reporters. 

Okinawa residents, who have been calling for easing the 
concentration of U.S. military facilities in the prefecture, have 
strongly opposed the plan to relocate the Futenma Air Station 
from the prefecture's Ginowan to a less populated area in 
Nago's Henoko district. 

The people of Okinawa have been urging relocation of the 
key U.S. base outside the prefecture, but the central 
government intends to implement a Japan-U.S. agreement to 
move the base within the prefecture. 
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43. Tokyo Looking To Buy Okinawa's Support For Relocated Marine Base 
(STARS AND STRIPES 16 JAN 12) ... Travis J. Tritten and Chiyomi Sumida 

CAMP FOSTER, Okinawa — Japan is planning to shovel 
billions of dollars in unrestricted funding on Okinawa this year 
in hopes of buying public support for keeping a U.S. Marine 
Corps base on the island, experts say. 

Under a budget plan hammered out this winter, Tokyo 
will give the small island prefecture $2.05 billion to spend as 
the local government sees fit and also increase its total annual 
funding by $826 million. 

Gov. Hirokazu Nakaima negotiated the generous 
subsidies as part of the upcoming national budget and received 
nearly everything the island requested. The island will receive 
$3.8 billion of the $3.9 billion in total funding it requested 
from Tokyo, even as the country reels from disaster and a 
currency crisis. 

The governor and the central government claim that the 
funding plan is not related to Futenma, but Moritake 
Tomikawa, president of Okinawa International University, 
said the intentions behind the subsidies are clear. 

“It is obviously an appeasement policy by the 
government,” Tomikawa said. “It was as if they are slapping 

your face with a thick bundle of green notes and people here 
are weary of such policy from the central government.” 

The controversial funding plan comes as Prime Minister 
Yoshihiko Noda’s administration prepares to ask Okinawa for 
permission to build an offshore airfield — the next step in 
relocating U.S. Marine forces from the Futenma air station in 
urban Ginowan. But not even the cash infusion is likely to 
overcome growing public resentment toward Tokyo and 
convince the island to sign off on the troubled project, 
according to U.S. and Japanese observers. 

“The central government is trying to grease the wheels … 
to convince the Okinawa government that it is in their best 
interest to grin and bear it,” said Jeff Kingston, director of 
Asian Studies at Temple University Japan. “Okinawa can sure 
use the money, but I don’t think this is going to get the job 
done.” 

The prefecture was outraged this winter by a series of 
embarrassing gaffes by the Noda administration, which 
promised the United States earlier in the year that it will 
finally make progress on a project, including the nation’s 
defense minister comparing the relocation effort to committing 
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rape, calling up memories of the 1995 gang rape of a local 
elementary school student by U.S. servicemembers. 

Defense Minister Yasuo Ishikawa later admitted he was 
not familiar with the details of the infamous rape case, which 
further inflamed public outrage. Ishikawa was removed from 
office Friday by Noda after being censured by the opposition 
party. 

Kingston said such incidents have helped crystallize 
Okinawans’ resentment toward the U.S.-Japan plan, and 
Tokyo’s old tactic of showering local governments with 
funding to ease through unpopular initiatives is unlikely to 
work this time around. 

“I think it is different this time. I think the Okinawan 
public’s back is up,” he said. “They feel betrayed.” 

The prefecture’s support — mainly that of the governor 
— will be key to moving on to the next phase of the project. 

Nakaima has authority over any offshore reclamation 
projects in Okinawa and must give permission for the central 
government to fill in sea bottom for construction of a new V-
shaped airfield planned for the Marine Corps near the city of 
Nago. 

The Department of Defense has said it is now looking 
forward to getting the construction permits after the Noda 
administration delivered an environmental assessment of the 
offshore runways to the Okinawa government by evading a 
blockade by protestors. Nakaima has until March 27 to review 
the assessment and report back to Tokyo before making a 
decision on whether to allow the work. 

It is still unclear when his decision may come. 
At one time, Tokyo might have once had a chance to ply 

Nakaima with funding, but the governor has recently come out 
against hosting the U.S. air station and the public outrage over 
the rape comments has eliminated any chance of turning back, 
said Jeffrey Hornung, an associate professor specializing in 
Japan and foreign policy and security at the Asia-Pacific 
Center for Security Studies. 

“A year or two ago, it would have probably worked. I 
don’t see it working anymore,” said Hornung, who is an 
employee of the DOD but was not speaking on its behalf. “If 
he accepts the money then the [Futenma] agreement, he will 
look like a complete sellout.” 
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44. Twentynine Palms Marine Base Good Fit For Solar Projects 
Report: Twentynine Palms military facility has enough open land for development 
(PALM SPRINGS (CA) DESERT SUN 13 JAN 12) ... K Kaufmann 

The Marine Corps Air Ground Combat Center in 
Twentynine Palms has been singled out as one of four 
California desert military bases with the potential for large-
scale solar development. 

The report, released Friday by the Department of Defense, 
estimated that privately funded solar development at Edwards 
Air Force Base, the Army's Fort Irwin and the Naval Air 
Weapons Station at China Lake, along with Twentynine 
Palms, could generate 7,000 megawatts of power. 

That much electricity could provide 30 times the energy 
needed at the four bases or one-quarter of the electricity 
California needs to meet its goal of producing 33 percent of its 
energy from renewable sources by 2016, according to a 
department news release. 

Assuming all projects on the bases would be privately 
funded, the report said the solar plants could also pump $100 
million a year into federal government coffers, without costing 
it a cent, the report said. 

The study looked at open land at nine bases in the 
California and Nevada deserts, gauging the amount of land 
suitable for solar development and potential conflicts between 
any renewable projects and the facilities' military missions. 

Only four bases were found to have land suitable for 
solar. 

Twentynine Palms has the smallest area of suitable land, 
only 553 acres of the high desert base's 595,578-acre total. 

That's pretty small, compared to the other three bases, 
which ranged from 6,777 acres at China Lake to 24,327 acres 
at Edwards, said Jim Ricker, a civilian assistant chief of staff 
at the base. 

“We are looking to do a private-party venture for a 
photovoltaic solar field in the near future,” said Ricker, who 
could not provide further details. 

“Whatever we do, it helps us lower our consumption,” he 
said. 

The Twentynine Palms base has received several awards 
from the federal government for its energy- efficiency 
programs — most recently, a Secretary of the Navy 
Environmental Award for its sustainability programs. 

The U.S. military has become a major investor in 
renewable energy and green technology. A report from the 
Pew Environmental Group released in September noted that 
the Department of Defense spent more than $1 billion on 
energy efficiency and sustainability in 2010 and is on track to 
invest $10 billion by 2030. 

Return to Index 
 
 

NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
45. Auditors To Track DoD Effort To Save $100 Billion 
(NAVY TIMES 23 JAN 12) ... Rick Maze 

Congressional auditors have been enlisted to track 
whether the Pentagon really achieves $100 billion in savings 
promised over five years from efficiencies, cuts in overhead 
costs and other initiatives. 

The savings, promised in early 2011 by former Defense 
Secretary Robert Gates, are supposed to come through 

reducing flag and general officers and the size of headquarters 
and administrative staffs; consolidating operations centers; 
delaying or deferring construction projects; and trimming 
contractors. The Government Accountability Office, the 
auditing and investigative arm of Congress, is ordered under 
the 2012 Defense Authorization Act to annually assess 
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whether DoD saves what Gates promised and what happens to 
the money. 

Gates’ plan called for the savings to be redistributed 
within the Pentagon to pay for weapons modernization, 
refurbishing military combat equipment and, for the Army, 
improvements in suicide prevention and substance-abuse 
counseling. Officials said some of the savings also would 
cover personnel, base operations and training costs. Congress 
routinely cuts money from one defense program to pay for 
another, so the DoD effort is not unusual. For example, Rep. 
Buck McKeon, R-Calif., the House Armed Services 
Committee chairman, earlier this year cut $1 billion from 
defense programs in order to create what he called a Mission 

Enhancement Transfer Fund to pay for items added to the 
2012 defense budget by committee members. 

But McKeon’s efforts are relatively easy to track because 
the savings and spending are in one place. A multiyear effort 
such as DoD’s $100 billion in efficiencies is tougher to follow. 
Congress often is skeptical about claims that better ways of 
doing business will yield lower costs, committee aides said. 

A prime example for the committee is base closings and 
realignments, which may save money over time but in the 
short term produce higher costs related to construction of new 
facilities, closure of old ones and transfers of units and 
equipment. 
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46. U.S. Faces New Challenge Of Fewer Troops In Europe 
(NEW YORK TIMES 14 JAN 12) ... Thom Shanker and Steven Erlanger 

WASHINGTON — With word that the Pentagon will 
bring two combat brigades home from Germany, the Obama 
administration faces a challenge to convince Atlantic allies 
that the military's new orders to refocus on the Asia-Pacific 
region, while sustaining its role in the Middle East, will not 
mean abandoning Europe to fit shrinking budgets. 

But numbers tell a story. During the height of the cold 
war, when America’s heavily armored and nuclear-tipped 
force in Europe comforted allies and deterred the Soviet 
Union, the Army reached a peak of 277,342 troops on the 
Continent. 

Now, under plans unveiled by Defense Secretary Leon E. 
Panetta on Thursday, the withdrawal of two heavy armor 
brigades will reduce the Army presence by 10,000 to just 
30,000 troops, with a cavalry brigade still based in Germany 
and an airborne brigade in Italy. 

The reductions come as some European leaders and 
analysts make their case for a sustained American presence on 
the Continent to deal with uncertainties, including a 
rambunctious Russia — even as these same NATO allies are 
unable or unwilling to increase spending for their own 
defense. (And Germany will have to absorb the pain of lost 
local revenue as some American bases close there). 

American officials acknowledge that the global economic 
crisis, pushing down defense budgets across the alliance, 
presents a test. 

“I think the budget cuts that we’re seeing on the other side 
of the Atlantic and the budget cuts that we will be facing here 
when it comes to defense will put added pressure on all of us,” 
said Julianne Smith, the Pentagon’s deputy assistant secretary 
for European and NATO policy. She said the task now facing 
the United States and NATO was “to come up with some 
innovative ideas under the rubric of ‘smart defense,’ where 
we’ll have to look at pooling, sharing, multinational 
procurement, and come up with some innovative approaches 
on doing more with less in some ways.” 

Mr. Panetta and military officials met at the Pentagon 
over recent days with counterparts from Britain, the 
Netherlands, Norway and Lithuania to walk those allies 
through the changes. Gen. Martin E. Dempsey, chairman of 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff, will be in Europe next week for 
private discussions with a range of NATO commanders on the 
reshaped force posture. 

Philip H. Gordon, the State Department’s assistant 
secretary for European affairs, already was visiting capitals on 
the Continent, reassuring an audience in Berlin this week that 
“the United States remains committed to a strong Europe, the 
collective defense of our NATO allies, and to building and 
maintaining the capacity and partnerships that allow us to 
work together on a global scale.” 

The Bush administration had also once planned to 
withdraw the two brigades, but the Obama administration 
delayed the move as forces based in Europe were needed for 
the NATO mission in Afghanistan and in Iraq. 

Senior officials say the smaller Army presence will focus 
on sustaining ties with allies through an enhanced series of 
training rotations and war-game exercises, mostly based in the 
region of Grafenwöhr, Germany. 

“We are optimistic about increasing those opportunities 
for forces to train and exercise with our allies,” said Lt. Gen. 
Mark P. Hertling, commander of United States Army forces in 
Europe. “Preparing for global employment in unified land 
operations, strengthening alliances and building partner 
capacity are consistent with our mission.” 

Even senior European officials acknowledge that it is in 
the best interests of both the United States and the European 
allies for Washington to reshape its approach to their territory 
and adapt NATO to the new realities of the 21st century. 

The Obama decision on reducing ground forces in Europe 
“was not a surprise,” said one senior French official. “If some 
American troops leave Europe, it won’t create any political 
problems,” he added. “We don’t need a massive presence of 
U.S. troops. After all, we don’t see Russia anymore as an 
enemy or an adversary, but even as a partner, if a difficult 
one.” 

A second senior French official expressed skepticism that 
European nations would be prompted to spend more in their 
own defense, as they should do, he said, because “no one feels 
a threat from inside Europe.” But he also cautioned that only 
two other NATO nations — France and Britain — had the 
ability to project substantial military power in defense of 
alliance interests. “Together we are 70 percent of the 
projection capacity of Europe,” the official said, “and we’re 
both cutting back.” 

The Obama administration will make the case that the 
American military can position itself in ways that enhance 
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security across the Continent, where threats may come as 
much from terrorism and cyberwarfare as from military attack. 

Thus, while the Army withdraws two brigades from 
Germany, the Navy will add four Aegis-class warships to 
Rota, Spain, as part of a Europewide system to defend against 
potential missile attack from Iran. In other new deployments 
for that European missile-defense system, which is a part of 
NATO’s strategic planning, the United States will build a 
radar system in Turkey and plant missile interceptors in 
Romania and Poland. 

The two combat brigades remaining in Europe are on 
standby for security challenges on the Continent, which is 

viewed as a low risk, but are closer to the Middle East and 
Africa and could be deployed there. The logistical and support 
troops remaining also could help Special Operations forces 
passing through Europe en route to secret missions on that 
side of the globe. 

Members of Congress already are doing their own 
lobbying, hoping that the brigades returning from Germany 
will be garrisoned at bases in their home districts in the United 
States. But it is most likely that as shrinking budgets force the 
Army to drop from 570,000 to 490,000 personnel over the 
next decade, that the brigades from Germany will vanish off 
the roster. 
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47. Medical Experts Warn Of Synthetic Drug Dangers 
(NAVY TIMES 13 JAN 12) ... Patricia Kime 

The American College of Emergency Physicians is 
publicizing the dangers of synthetic drugs, running two reports 
in the online journal Annals of Emergency Medicine 
describing intensive care unit and emergency room incidents 
involving patients using mephedrone, nicknamed “bath salts,” 
and methoxetamine, also known as “Kmax” and “Mexxy.” 

Until the Drug Enforcement Administration announced a 
one-year ban on mephedrone and two related synthetic 
cathinones on Oct. 21, bath salts were available at many 
tobacco shops and gas stations, and still can be bought on the 
Internet. 

Kmax or Mexxy is sold as a “research chemical” on the 
Internet. 

The Defense Department has launched a major effort to 
alert service members to the dangers of designer drugs, 
including the synthetic cannabinoid known as spice. DoD 
released a video in 2011 on the dangers of inhaling bath salts 
and has launched an aggressive marketing campaign against 
spice. 

“Taking spice is comparable to playing Russian roulette 
with both your mental and physical health as well as your 
career,” Navy Surgeon General Vice Adm. Matthew Nathan 
wrote Monday in a blog post. 

Mephedrone has not been a huge concern to the military 
because, unlike spice, it can be detected during a routine drug 
screening. 

But at least one Marine who died had the substance in his 
system, according to the Armed Forces Medical Examiner’s 
office. 

Emergency rooms are seeing an upswing in cases 
involving designer drugs. 

One journal article catalogues the case of a 41-year-old 
patient who developed a potentially deadly reaction to bath 
salts and was in an intensive care unit for 12 days. 

Another details the first published emergency-room case 
of a patient who injected methoxetamine, a recreational drug 
similar to the tranquilizer ketamine. 

“The frightening thing is that [the bath salts patient] was 
able to buy these drugs, marketed as a novelty item called 
Blue Magic bath salts, from behind the counter at a gas 
station,” said lead study author Dr. Josh Mugele of the Indiana 
University School of Medicine. 

Designer drugs have been a concern for DoD since they 
first emerged in Europe in 2008. 

Last year, 497 airmen were punished for spice use, 700 
Marines and sailors were investigated for it and 119 soldiers 
received medical treatment after smoking it, according to 
Pentagon figures provided to The Associated Press. 

The Pentagon is working to develop drug tests to detect 
these currently untraceable substances. 

Meanwhile, commanders do not need a positive urinalysis 
result to begin administrative separation for sellers and users. 

Links to the journal article abstracts are online. 
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48. New System For USS Cole Case At Guantanamo 
(NPR 15 JAN 12) ... Rachel Martin 

This week at Guantanamo Bay prison, there will be a 
hearing in the military trial of the man alleged to be behind the 
2000 attack on the USS Cole in Yemen. Guantanamo just 
marked the 10-year anniversary of its use as a detention center 
for suspected terrorists, and the trial marks a new phase for the 
prison. 

Transcript 
Rachel Martin: This week, the alleged mastermind of the 

attack on the USS Cole in Yemen will be back in a military 
courtroom at Guantanamo. Guantanamo just marked a 
controversial milestone - the 10-year anniversary of its use as 
a detention center for suspected terrorists. NPR's Dina 
Temple-Raston is here with us now to talk about this week's 
hearing, 10 years at Guantanamo and what lies ahead for the 

prison. Dina, let's start out - tell us a little bit about the hearing 
that's happening this week. 

Dina Temple-Raston: Well, the man at the center of it all 
is a Saudi named Abd al-Rahim al-Nashiri. Prosecutors say 
that he was in charge of an al-Qaida cell in Yemen and helped 
plan the attack on the USS Cole in 2000. You remember that 
the Cole was a USS destroyer that had stopped in Yemen to 
refuel, and there were some suicide bombers in a rubber boat 
that was filled with explosives. And they floated up alongside 
and blew this huge hole in the ship. And 17 service men and 
women died in that attack. Well, his military trial started back 
in November, and this week there's going to be another 
hearing scheduled and he's expected to attend. 
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Martin: So, is this the first actual trial at Guantanamo 
since President Obama took office? 

Temple-Raston: Yes, exactly. Al-Nashiri is the first trial 
that's going to use the Obama administration's so-called 
reformed military commission. I mean, the early commission 
system was seen as unfair to defendants. There was hearsay 
evidence allowed, for example, and evidence gathered from 
torture was allowed in court as well, and that was a huge issue. 
So, what the Obama administration did is it rewrote the rules 
of the commission a couple of years ago, and the al-Nashiri 
trial is the first one to test the commission under these new 
rules, these new reforms. So, everybody's watching it pretty 
carefully. 

Martin: OK. So, let's talk about these reforms. Have they 
actually fixed these problems that you just mentioned? 

Temple-Raston: Well, some of the rules of evidence 
conform much more now with the rules that we're used to 
seeing in federal courts. And the chief prosecutor there at 
Guantanamo - he's a man named General Mark Martins - he 
said that his team isn't going to offer any evidence in court that 
has even the slightest whiff of having been obtained through 
torture. Now, we'll see if that turns out to be the case, but that's 
the line that they've taken. I think the other thing that's really 
important to note here is that the Department of Justice is 

really involved in these military tribunals. A lot of the lawyers 
on the prosecution team, for example, they're from the 
Department of Justice. A lot of the way the evidence has been 
gathered and the casework that's already been done on some of 
these detainee cases, that's also coming out of the Department 
of Justice. And I think there's been the sense, as these military 
commissions have sort of evolved, that all these terrorisms 
cases are going to be just passed off to the military and tried in 
these cobbled-together commission systems. And what 
military prosecutors seem to be trying to do is to sort of build 
something that looks a lot like the federal court system. 

Martin: And that's important right now because there is 
this big debate in Congress about where suspected terrorists 
should be tried - military commissions or civilian courts? 

Temple-Raston: Exactly. I mean, members of Congress 
have made it difficult for the Obama administration to try 
suspected terrorists in criminal courts in the U.S. I mean, there 
are lawmakers like Senator Lindsay Graham, a Republican 
from South Carolina, who said that terrorism isn't a crime, it's 
an act of war, so military trials are the appropriate way to deal 
with them. So, one reason the trial of the alleged Cole bomber 
is so important is because it's going to be a test for this new 
system. 

Listen To Audio (RT: 3: 26) 
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49. New Training Ordered After Urination Scandal 
(ARMY TIMES 13 JAN 12) ... Dan Lamothe and Andrew deGrandpre 

The three-star commander of all NATO combat troops in 
Afghanistan has ordered mandatory training outlining how to 
handle war casualties in the wake of a video surfacing online 
showing four Marines urinating on the corpses of suspected 
Taliban fighters. 

Army Lt. Gen. Curtis Scaparrotti announced the decision 
Thursday in a letter to personnel with NATO’s International 
Security Assistance Force Joint Command, based in Kabul. 
IJC, commanded by Scaparrotti, oversees military operations 
across the country, and falls under ISAF, headed by Gen. John 
Allen. 

“I require all IJC Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen, Marines and 
Civilians to comply with the law of armed conflict (LOAC) at 
all times,” Scaparrotti said. “Specifically, I require all IJC 
personnel treat all coalition, Afghan National Security Forces, 
civilians and insurgent dead with the appropriate dignity and 
respect.” 

The order comes after a video was posted on the website 
YouTube on Tuesday showing four Marines with 3rd 
Battalion, 2nd Marines, out of Camp Lejeune, N.C. urinating 
on suspected dead Taliban insurgents last year in Afghanistan. 
Military investigators have identified all four Marines, a 
Defense Department official told Marine Corps Times on 
Friday. 

Their names have not been released, but the official said 
they were interviewed by agents with the Naval Criminal 
Investigate Service and released to their command. No 
criminal charges have been filed against them, as the 
investigation is not complete, the official said. Once the facts 
are clear, Marine leadership will review applicable law and 
determine appropriate action, the official said. 

The 39-second video has drawn widespread 
condemnation from senior U.S. and Afghan leaders, who have 

called for its participants to be held accountable and 
appropriately punished. There is widespread fear among U.S. 
officials that the video will undermine emerging diplomatic 
efforts to broker a peace deal with the Taliban, although the 
Taliban has indicated it will not. 

In the clip, the four Marines are seen standing over three 
dead bodies, quietly talking and joking as the camera rolls. 
They are equipped with chest rigs, grenades, body armor and 
some specialized gear. One is holding an M40 bolt-action 
sniper rifle. Toward the end, one of the men looks down at a 
corpse and says “Have a great day, buddy.” Another buttons 
his trousers and remarks “Golden, like a shower.” 

Scaparrotti said in his letter that all commanders should 
ensure their subordinates understand what the law of armed 
conflict includes, “especially regarding the appropriate 
treatment of the dead.” He added that “defiling, desecrating, 
mocking, photographing or filming for personal use” bodies of 
dead insurgents is a “grave breach” of that law, and should be 
reported by those who see it. 

“Such actions bring dishonor to those who commit them, 
and violate the core values of all military services, regardless 
of service or nation,” the general said. “Such actions break our 
faith with the Afghan people, who trust us to uphold standards 
of law and decency, and to treat the living and the dead with 
dignity and respect.” 

The Corps’ investigation of the video will be led by Lt. 
Gen. Thomas Waldhauser, the commanding general of Marine 
Corps Forces Central Command. He’ll serve as the 
“consolidated disposition authority” in the case, Marine 
officials said, meaning he’ll decide what kind of 
administrative or disciplinary action is necessary. 

Additionally, the Corps has named Lt. Gen. Steven 
Hummer, head of Marine Corps Forces Reserve, to lead a 
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command investigation into the incident, said Lt. Col. Joseph 
Kloppel, a MARCENT spokesman. Hummer will investigate 
the actions depicted in the video separately from NCIS and 
determine what may have caused the Marines’ behavior and 
whether the Corps’ training and education properly instilled 
them with respect for the laws of armed conflict, Marine 
officials said. 

Waldhauser’s decision on what action the Marines may 
face will be informed by the investigations conducted by both 
NCIS and Hummer, Kloppel said. 

Third Battalion, 2nd Marines, spent seven months last 
year in the northern part of Afghanistan’s Helmand province, 
operating in and around Musa Qala and Now Zad districts. 

The unit returned to Camp Lejeune in September and October, 
having lost six Marines and a Sailor to fighting in those areas. 

During that deployment, the battalion was commanded by 
Lt. Col. Christopher G. Dixon. Reached Thursday by email, he 
declined to discuss the video. Dixon said only that the 
battalion held a change of command ceremony, as planned, on 
Dec. 1 and that, as such, he is not involved with the unit or the 
investigation into the video. Dixon has been selected to 
participate in an academic program at the Justice Department 
in Washington, according to a Marine administrative message 
published Dec. 22. 

The battalion’s new commander is Lt. Col. Charles 
Cassidy. Attempts to contact him were not successful. 
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50. U.S. Navy Week In Review Jan. 7, 2012-Jan 13, 2012 
(YOUTUBE 13 JAN 12) ... U.S. Navy 

Welcome to this week's U.S. Navy multimedia production 
featuring selected images from around the fleet received 
during the week of Jan. 7, 2012-Jan 13, 2012. 

The images represent the work of the many naval 
photographers deployed worldwide and submitted to Navy 
Visual News Service. For access to more than 100,000 high 

resolution photos visit: 
    http://www.navy.mil/view_photos_top.asp  and 
http://www.flickr.com/photos/usnavy/     

View U.S. Navy YouTube Channel 
View Clip (RT: 2:06) 
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OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
51. Meeting China's Military Challenge 
(AVIATION WEEK 16 JAN 12) ... J. Randy Forbes 

For six decades, America’s military strength has helped 
preserve a relatively stable Asia-Pacific environment. 
However, in recent years Beijing has rapidly modernized its 
military with aspirations of supplanting the U.S.’s position. If 
present trends continue, China’s growing capabilities may 
help it win a bloodless victory so the regional balance of 
power tilts in Beijing’s favor as it is increasingly able to deter 
U.S. forces from entering the region, coerce neighboring 
states, or -- should conflict ensue -- win a rapid victory. 

In response, the U.S. needs a long-term military and 
diplomatic effort that helps develop new methods and 
capabilities for operating in the Western Pacific while 
simultaneously strengthening alliances and enhancing new 
relationships in the region. For its part, Congress must reject 
an “instant-pudding” mindset that looks only at current 
problems while failing to adequately plan and then provide 
resources for our strategy. Endless continuing resolutions, the 
defense cuts in last summer’s Budget Control Act and the 
“sequestration” process that essentially gambled away our 
defense budget for political purposes are signs of a budgeting 
process that is ill-prepared for use in managing the challenges 
China will pose in the decades ahead. 

Numerous American analysts closely observing China’s 
navy have concluded that Beijing aims to develop its own 
“Monroe Doctrine” in the Western Pacific, the ultimate goal 
being America’s expulsion from the region. Capabilities to 
achieve this objective include precision-guided land-attack 
and anti-ship ballistic and cruise missiles, anti-satellite 
weapons, diesel submarines and cyberwarfare initiatives. If 
China is successful, strategists worry that smaller states such 
as Singapore or the Philippines could have their freedom of 
action neutralized by China’s growing control, suffering a fate 

similar to Finland during the Cold War. If this develops, 
Beijing could more easily draw America’s allies and partners 
into its orbit, preventing the U.S. from protecting its regional 
interests. 

While China’s desire to assert its role as a rising power is 
consistent with its national aspirations, many states question 
Beijing’s assertions that it will only act defensively when it 
develops offensive strike platforms like those described here. 
And question they should. 

In response, the U.S. must adopt a two-pronged approach 
that does not just look ahead to the next year or two, but 
carefully plans for the next several decades. First, we must 
recognize that the best way to avoid great-power conflict is to 
remain vigilantly prepared. The Pentagon has rightfully 
developed an AirSea Battle concept that attempts to address 
this challenge institutionally, conceptually and materially. To 
be successful, Congress must forge a partnership with the 
Pentagon to properly support AirSea Battle requirements. At 
its highest level, we will need to maintain a fleet with an 
adequate number of aircraft carriers, attack submarines and 
surface combatants. We will also require new technologies to 
project power from our aircraft carriers, extend our anti-ship 
missiles’ ranges and distribute capabilities across a range of 
unmanned platforms. 

If we intend to sustain an American-led, liberal-
international order in the region, the second thing we must do 
is commit to a robust diplomatic effort. Maintaining 
relationships in the region has never been more important. Our 
allies are situated at critical strategic locations, offering their 
own capabilities to protect vital shipping lanes or working 
alongside our forces to deter disruptions. 
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In Japan, South Korea, Singapore and now Australia, we 
also maintain a military presence that allows us to sustain a 
regional posture and avoid the tyranny of distance we face 
when projecting power from our own shores. Congress must 
carefully review the proper balance of our forward-deployed 
military assets and recognize the critical role they play in 
reassuring our allies and friends. Going forward, we must 
further deepen existing alliances while developing new 
relationships with emerging regional players like Indonesia, 
India, Malaysia and Vietnam. 

While the news is often focused on Beijing’s aggression 
toward American surveillance ships or efforts to bully our 

allies in the East or South China seas, we must not lose our 
focus on the trends that will define the decades ahead. The 
Obama administration is right to shift our national security 
focus toward the Asia-Pacific region, but I fear the president’s 
new budget will fail to properly provide for this effort. 
Congress has a responsibility to underpin our Asia-Pacific 
diplomatic long-game with an American military that remains 
the preeminent force in the region. 

U.S. Rep. J. Randy Forbes, R-Va., is chairman of the 
House Armed Services readiness subcommittee and founder 
and co-chairman of the Congressional China Caucus. 
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52. Obama’s Shrinking Navy 
Carrier cuts undermine U.S. power in the Pacific 
(WASHINGTON TIMES 17 JAN 12) ... Editorial 

President Obama declared earlier this month that national-
security strategy should drive the defense budget and not vice 
versa. Talk is cheap. An emerging debate over the Navy’s 
future reveals the price America will pay for slashing defense. 

The Washington Times reported Monday that the Defense 
Department is considering cutting the aircraft-carrier fleet to 
as few as nine vessels. That would be down from the 
congressionally mandated force of 11 ships. Diminishing sea 
power runs counter to Mr. Obama’s stated strategic priorities. 
The defense strategic guidance issued Jan. 5, which Mr. 
Obama claimed reflected his personal vision, noted that “U.S. 
economic and security interests are inextricably linked to 
developments in the arc extending from the Western Pacific 
and East Asia into the Indian Ocean region and South Asia, 
creating a mix of evolving challenges and opportunities.” The 
document announced a strategic pivot in which U.S. forces 
“will of necessity rebalance toward the Asia-Pacific region.” 
In case the administration was unaware, that part of the world 
is mostly ocean. 

Defense strategy should be internally consistent even in a 
time of austerity. Announcing that the United States is making 
a strategic shift to the Pacific and then cutting the blue-water 
fleet makes about as much sense as setting a hard deadline for 
withdrawing from Afghanistan and then rushing to pull out 
whether the mission has been completed or not. At best, the 
twisted actions demonstrate a lack of clarity in connecting 
means and ends. At worst, this communicates a troubling level 
of disorganization and insufficient focus. 

Carriers have often been declared obsolete. In 1942, two 
months after the classic carrier engagement at Midway, air-
power advocate Alexander P. de Seversky said the ships 
would be useless by 1944. Submarines, nuclear weapons and 
successive generations of anti-ship missiles have all been cited 
as spelling doom for the flattops. Current proponents of 
cutting carriers cite a supposed contradictory status for the 
capital ships: They represent a force overmatch for second-
rate powers in limited conflicts but are sitting ducks in a major 
war, ripe for targeting by enemy subs and missiles. 

Despite these claims, aircraft carriers have continually 
proved their worth as indispensable tools for deterrence and 
U.S. power projection. Paradoxically, the carriers’ decline in 
reputation has been due largely to American naval dominance. 
With no peer threat to contend with, the ships look like a 
wasteful extravagance. But this is changing. The decline of 
American power in the age of Obama is sparking new 
ambition in the Pacific Rim. Last month, the People’s 
Liberation Army commenced sea trials for China’s new 
carrier, and Gen. Luo Yuan of China’s Academy of Military 
Science said in July that Beijing needs at least three such ships 
“so we can defend our rights and our maritime interests 
effectively.” India and Japan also are beefing up their naval air 
arms. 

Given the impending shrinkage of the U.S. fleet and the 
rise of China, it’s a smart move for Asian democracies to build 
up their defenses to check the red dragon. The Pacific may not 
be an American lake for much longer. 
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53. This Week At War: Playing Risk 
The Pentagon's risky new assumptions 
(FOREIGN POLICY 13 JAN 12) ... Robert Haddick 

Last week, I discussed the release of the Pentagon's new 
strategic guidance, the document that attempts to explain how 
the U.S. military services and field commanders plan to cope 
with a $487 billion cut from their previous 10-year budget 
plan. Defense analysts now await the White House's detailed 
defense budget request, a document that is bound to contain a 
lot of unhappy news for Congress members and defense 
contractors. 

I noted last week that the strategic guidance implied 
substantial cuts to the Army and Marine Corps, implicitly 
accepting that the United States will no longer be able to send 

major deployments to two simultaneous crises. But that is just 
one of many risks the new guidance will force Pentagon 
planners to cope with. 

The cuts to U.S. ground forces will necessarily increase 
the responsibilities borne by U.S. allies. The strategic 
guidance discusses the Pentagon's "plan to operate whenever 
possible with allied and coalition forces." In addition, the 
document emphasizes the importance of providing security 
force assistance to build the capacity of partner forces. The 
authors of the new strategy are counting on this assistance to 
help fill in for reduced U.S. forces in the future. In reality, 
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however, traditional allies in Europe and elsewhere continue 
to cut rather than increase their military capacities. Recent 
U.S. "coalitions of the willing" did produce contributions from 
many countries, but the majority of these contributions were 
militarily insignificant. Future U.S. security crises might 
matter even less to U.S. allies, which will be reluctant to 
provide significant troop contributions. Planning for allies to 
do the work previously done by now-furloughed U.S. soldiers 
is a risk. 

In his rollout of the new strategy, Defense Secretary Leon 
Panetta called for U.S. forces to be "more agile, flexible, [and] 
innovative" as a way of compensating for reduced numbers. 
But what does it mean precisely to be more agile, flexible, and 
innovative? Can Panetta and his staff point to specific 
indicators of agility or flexibility that his forces cannot achieve 
now but could under different conditions? What training, 
leadership, or equipment is required to achieve these 
undefined higher levels of agility and flexibility? Without a 
more detailed description, it sounds more like sloganeering 
than a strategy. Panetta and others may express a desire to 
more rapidly shift forces around the globe in response to 
crises, but U.S. forces face an increasing challenge of denied 
access from adversary missiles, a fundamental threat the new 
strategy is supposed to address. Until the Pentagon resolves 
the anti-access challenge, improved strategic mobility is itself 
another problem, rather than a solution to a problem of 
reduced troop numbers. 

The strategic guidance discusses the idea of 
"reversibility," or retaining the military's ability to reconstitute 
forces in response to crises. The report describes plans to 
retain larger numbers of field-grade officers and sergeants in 
the Army and Marine Corps to accommodate rapid 
reconstitution of previously shuttered formations. The strategy 
also discusses an updated role for reserve forces to reconstitute 
needed combat units. Although these are sensible preparations, 
in the past it has usually taken two years or more for the U.S. 
military to fully adapt to major strategic shocks. This is the 
typical amount of time a large bureaucracy like the Pentagon 
needs to comprehend a new adversary and its tactics, accept 
that the new challenge differs significantly from those forecast 
in prewar plans, and then overcome the bureaucratic hurdles 
needed to design and implement effective responses. The new 
strategic guidance may hope to speed up this timeline, but 
simply assuming it will go faster next time is a risk. The 
impending defense cuts increase stress for Pentagon planners 
because they reduce the margin of error they will have to work 
with. Possessing redundancy and safety margins of troops, 
equipment, and bases seems wasteful, even more so during a 
budget crisis. Getting the new strategic guidance to work 
during a future crisis will mean hoping that the new planning 
assumptions come true and that Murphy's Law doesn't strike 
too often. U.S. military history shows that "planning for 
perfection" rarely turns out well. 

When it comes to Iran, the United States could use a 
little more help from its Arab friends. 

In a Jan. 8 interview, Gen. Martin Dempsey, the Joint 
Chiefs chairman, admitted that Iran did have the military 
capacity to block the Strait of Hormuz "for a period of time." 
Dempsey went on to reassure his questioner that U.S. military 
forces around the Persian Gulf region could eventually reopen 
the strait to maritime traffic. After just completing one round 
of naval maneuvers, Iran promised an even bigger naval 

exercise in February. Over at least the medium term, the 
United States will have to bear the primary responsibility for 
guaranteeing access to this critical portion of the global 
commons. Over the long run, the United States would like its 
Arab allies to pick up a bigger share of the burden. 
Unfortunately, a recent conference sponsored by U.S. Central 
Command and the Rand Corp. seemed to throw a barrel of 
cold water on this prospect. 

A new publication from Rand discusses the results of this 
July 2011 conference, which was keynoted by Marine Gen. 
James Mattis, the head of Centcom, as well as Puneet Talwar, 
senior director for the Persian Gulf region for the National 
Security Council. Around 100 regional experts participated in 
various panel discussions under Chatham House rules, 
meaning their remarks were recorded but not attributed by 
name. 

The United States has an interest in promoting a NATO-
like political and military alliance among its Sunni Arab allies 
in the region as a balancing force to Iran. The Gulf 
Cooperation Council (GCC), composed of Saudi Arabia and 
the other smaller Sunni countries on the western side of the 
Persian Gulf, would ideally be the basis of this balancing 
force. Regrettably, the conference participants concluded that 
the GCC remains bogged down by mistrust and a lack of 
coordination. Even worse, just when rising tensions with Iran 
should be increasing cooperation with the United States, 
Washington's relations with most GCC countries, most 
notably Saudi Arabia, are worsening. 

Events in 2011 afforded several GCC countries a chance 
to flex their military muscles and to do so in cooperation with 
other GCC members and the United States. For example, GCC 
member Qatar was a major player in the Libyan rebellion, 
supplying both fighter aircraft and a large contingent of 
special-forces advisors to the rebels, an action that was 
supported by other GCC members. Yet the conference 
concluded that GCC support for the Libyan rebels was 
motivated by animus toward Muammar al-Qaddafi and was 
therefore not a precursor for better military cooperation among 
members in the future. Similarly, the Saudi-led GCC 
intervention to prop up Bahrain's royal family is expected to 
do little to improve GCC military coordination against the 
Iranian threat. In fact, the conference suggested that the 
internal crackdown in Bahrain may have damaged the Bahrain 
royal family's credibility and may eventually place U.S. 
military bases in the country in jeopardy. 

According to the conference participants, the Arab Spring 
has created collateral damage to U.S. relations with key Gulf 
countries. Leaders in Saudi Arabia and elsewhere were not 
pleased with the Obama administration's abandonment of 
Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak. U.S. policymakers seem 
to make a clear distinction between external threats to the 
Sunni Arab countries, to which the United States has pledged 
to respond, and internal threats, which the United States sees 
as each country's responsibility. The Sunni monarchies, 
fearing Iran's covert and irregular-warfare capabilities, do not 
so neatly see the distinction between Iranian-sponsored 
external and internal threats. The conference reported that 
some GCC leaders, having lost some confidence in U.S. 
reliability, are now looking east to India and China to diversify 
their security relationships. 

U.S. diplomats and regional commanders such as Mattis 
are caught in several dilemmas. Over the long run, U.S. 
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officials want to encourage more self-reliance and cooperation 
among GCC states. Yet they also want these countries to have 
enough confidence in U.S. guarantees that they won't wander 
off to establish alliances with the likes of China. Similarly, the 
Arab Spring seemed to bring about the possibility of greater 
self-government in the Arab world. But U.S. officials have 
also discovered that pushing this fundamental value might put 
at risk U.S. security relationships in the region and thus 
increase the burden on U.S. forces responsible for global 

commons like the Strait of Hormuz. Mattis's conference 
showed that solutions to these dilemmas are as far away as 
ever. 

Robert Haddick is Managing Editor of Small Wars 
Journal. Haddick was a U.S. Marine Corps officer, served in 
the 3rd and 23rd Marine Regiments, and deployed to Asia and 
Africa. He has advised the State Department and the National 
Intelligence Council on irregular warfare issues. 
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54. U.S.' Asia-Pacific Focus Not A Radical Change 
(SINGAPORE STRAITS TIMES 16 JAN 12) ... Robert Karniol 

The American navy chief, Admiral Jonathan Greenert, 
recently addressed Washington's new focus on the Asia-
Pacific region during his remarks to a forum at the Centre for 
a New American Security. And some may have been startled 
by what he said. 

Visiting Australia last November, United States President 
Barack Obama announced an expanded military relationship 
with a long-time ally that includes the eventual deployment 
there of 2,500 Marines forming a full air-ground task force. 
This will significantly supplement rapid-reaction Marines 
currently based in Japan, and an 8,000-strong contingent still 
due to relocate from there to Guam. 

Mr. Obama noted in Canberra that his administration is 
“stepping up its commitment to the entire Asia-Pacific.” This 
was further reinforced in Washington on Jan 5 when 
announcing a broad new defence strategy reconfiguring the 
American military, during a period of sharp budget cutbacks 
along with drawdowns in Iraq and Afghanistan. 

Much of the region welcomed Mr Obama’s Asia-Pacific 
initiative, with China appearing to be ruffled. But there is little 
new military substance in this strategic shift, as Adm. 
Greenert’s presentation made clear. 

The naval operations chief said the navy will, naturally, 
need to review its global position in the light of the new 
strategic guidance. “But my first assessment,” he added, “is 
we’re in good shape in the navy where we stand in the 
Western Pacific.” 

The American Forces Press Service further reported him 
as saying that “we (already) put our best in the Western 
Pacific,” including “the most advanced air wing we have, the 
most advanced cruisers and destroyers, ordnance (and) 
antisubmarine warfare.” Rather than any major shift to the 
Asia-Pacific of assets or personnel, Adm. Greenert explained, 
implementing Washington’s new defence strategy will require 
the navy to better bolster existing partnerships and forge new 
ones. 

This is hardly a radical change. Mr. Obama’s policy shift, 
it turns out, simply tweaks an earlier trend. 

There is in some circles a prevailing myth that the U.S. 
has just recently begun re-engaging with this region. This may 
have some validity with respect to the State Department and 
the White House, but not the Department of Defence (DoD) 
and its Pacific Command. 

While then Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice twice 
skipped the Asean Regional Forum during the Bush 
administration, the DoD was shifting assets from the Atlantic 
theatre to the Pacific. Glimmers of this trend became apparent 
in the 1990s, but the central push came a few years later under 
the direction of then Defence Secretary Donald Rumsfeld. 

Mr Rumsfeld’s thinking on the Asia-Pacific’s growing 
importance to the U.S. was reflected in the 2006 Quadrennial 
Defence Review (QDR), which outlines American military 
doctrine every four years. This stated, for example, that the 
U.S. Navy will “adjust its force posture and basing to provide 
at least six operationally available and sustainable carriers and 
60 percent of its submarines in the Pacific to support 
engagement, presence and deterrence.” The submarine fleet 
was until then split 50:50 between the Atlantic and the Pacific, 
and such moves explain Adm. Greenert’s complacency. 

Presaging the QDR, the U.S. Army Pacific grew in 
strength by 38 per cent over just two years from 2005, while 
the U.S. Air Force began building up its strength in Guam 
while upgrading platforms in Japan and South Korea. U.S. 
Marine Corps Forces Pacific, meanwhile, was preparing to 
move the III Marine Expeditionary Force from Okinawa to 
Guam under a process that remains delayed. 

The ambitious build-up on Guam is intended to provide 
U.S. forces forward deployed in the region with a third leg to 
form a security tripod with the established presence in Japan 
and South Korea. 

The U.S. has been realigning its forces in these two 
countries to make them more expeditionary in posture and 
more flexible in their responsiveness. The agreement with 
Seoul dating from 2003, and with Tokyo from 2006, and the 
recent Obama initiative should see this reach extended to 
include Australia. 

At the same time, reflecting a post-cold War strategic 
assessment, the DoD has, from the early 1990s, looked to 
strengthen existing alliances and develop new ones. Notable 
among the latter are India from around 2001 and, more 
recently, Indonesia and Vietnam. 

Mr Rumsfeld’s term as defence secretary during the Bush 
administration is open to wide criticism, not least because of 
the Iraq war and his cavalier attitude towards the Geneva 
Conventions. But he leaves a strong and important legacy in 
his push to reposition U.S. forces in the Asia-Pacific region, a 
legacy Mr Obama is now seeking to make his own. 

Return to Index 
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55. The Downgrading Of Europe 
Barack Obama's new defence plans neglect Europe at their peril 
(THE ECONOMIST 14 JAN 12) ... Editorial 

The new “strategic guidance” announced by Barack 
Obama on January 5th, has triggered a wide-ranging debate 
about the future of American military power. On the right, 
critics have lambasted it as “declinist,” principally because, 
quite sensibly, it seeks to reconcile America’s strategic 
priorities with the need to find around $500 billion of defence 
savings over the next decade. 

In particular, the retreat from the 60-year long assumption 
that America should be able to prevail in two different major 
ground wars at once has caused some angst. This is odd given 
that even with the huge defence budget increases that came 
after September 11th 2001, America struggled to provide the 
resources to win in both Iraq and Afghanistan, the latter 
campaign suffering nearly terminal neglect because of the 
needs of the former. 

Mostly there is agreement that a more focused response 
(in the form of a new doctrine known as AirSea Battle) is 
needed to counter China’s fast-growing military capabilities 
and address the concerns of allies in the region about how the 
emerging superpower will behave. But there are worries over 
the administration’s assumption that America will not have to 
fight a big counter-insurgency operation once the bulk of 
combat troops have left Afghanistan in 2015, and that it is 
betting too heavily that counter-terrorism can be left to special 
forces and armed drones. 

Perhaps the least remarked upon part of the new strategy 
is the seemingly bleak future for American forces in Europe. It 
glibly refers to “most European countries” now being 
“producers of security rather than consumers of it” and talks 
about a “strategic opportunity to rebalance the U.S. military 
investment in Europe” following the drawdown in Iraq and 
Afghanistan. The American military presence in Europe, it 
hints, is an expensive relic of the cold war and it suggests 
there are no significant threats to Europe’s security other than 
Iran developing a nuclear-capable ballistic missile, which 
supposedly will be countered by the new missile defence 
system America is starting to deploy. 

The number of European-based American soldiers has 
already fallen from 213,000 in 1989 to only about 41,000 
today. It has already been agreed that one of the U.S. Army 
Europe’s four combat brigades will return to America by 
2015. Its commander, Lieut. General Mark Hertling, has 
recommended a unit and a schedule. However, the Pentagon 
may now want more, running the risk of downgrading the 
United States European Command (EUCOM) into little more 
than a hollowed out headquarters. General Hertling says “there 
is a tension between the budget and national security and my 
worry would be that forces will be eliminated that ensure 
American interests are protected. Once eliminated, they are 
hard to regenerate.” 

The thinking behind the “rebalancing” looks flawed for 
several reasons. The first is that far from being on oasis of 

stability, EUCOM’s 51-country region covers some pretty 
flammable trouble spots, among them Georgia’s border with 
Russia, Kosovo’s border with Serbia and Turkey’s border with 
Iraq and Syria. Israel is also within EUCOM. There are less 
conventional security threats too, from terrorists moving 
between safe havens to cyber attacks. 

The second is that -- quite apart from possible flashpoints 
in its own region -- Europe is closer to many of the fights that 
American forces may be committed to in the future than bases 
in the United States. U.S. Army Europe currently has two of 
its four brigades in Afghanistan -- the 170th Infantry Brigade 
in Mazar-i-Sharif and the 172nd Infantry Brigade in Paktika, 
one of the most violent provinces in the country. 

As well as generating forces for missions out of theatre, 
EUCOM is a service provider for two other important 
combatant commands, AFRICOM and CENTCOM. On a 
swing through Turkey and Afghanistan last month, your 
correspondent attended several meetings between General 
Hertling and senior officers in the field in which the 
commander never failed to ask what he could provide to make 
their jobs easier. 

The third is that the new strategy places great emphasis on 
military-to-military cooperation with other countries. The best 
way of enhancing that is for American soldiers to train with 
their counterparts from other nations. General Hertling says 
that after training, the command’s second priority is to enter 
into effective partnerships with the many different countries in 
its region. “By sharing ideas, tactics and procedures,” he says, 
“you build trust with partners.” During the final readiness 
exercise before deployment to Afghanistan, the 172nd trained 
with troops from nine other countries, the same ones, notes the 
general, whom they would later find themselves fighting 
alongside. 

Nearly 80% of the countries contributing troops to the 
NATO-led coalition in Afghanistan have come from the 
European region. Many have trained at the U.S. Army 
Europe’s Joint Multinational Readiness Centre at Hohenfels in 
Germany. After a big training event in October involving the 
173rd Airborne Brigade and soldiers from Slovakia, Britain 
and Germany, General Hertling’s deputy, Maj-General James 
Boozer, said: “You’ll hear about theatre security cooperation 
and partnership capacity building. That is what we do. No 
units back in the United States do partnership capacity 
building.” 

While the feeble defence effort of too many NATO 
members riles Americans, the organisation remains the only 
vehicle that reliably provides partners when America wants to 
do something and does not want to do it on its own. Mr 
Obama’s strategic guidance risks talking up the importance of 
partners while undermining the effectiveness of the command 
that does more than any other to make those partnerships work 
in America’s interest. 

Return to Index 
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BBLLOOGGSS::  
56. EXCERPTS FROM BLOGS AROUND THE WORLD 
(PUBLISHED 13 – 16 JAN 12) 

 
Coronado, Combining History and Innovation by 

Casey Tanaka from Navy Live, January 13 
Casey Tanaka is the Mayor of the city of Coronado. 
I grew up in Coronado and as a kid, I can remember 

memorizing the names of our home-ported aircraft carriers 
like the Kitty Hawk, the Constellation, and the Ranger. 
Everything about growing up in Coronado would eventually 
intertwine you back to the U.S. Navy. Having another proud 
vessel carry the name USS Coronado means the world to those 
of us who call Coronado home because it validates our shared 
history together and it allows for that legacy to touch all ports 
of the world. We are a Navy town with a Mayor and a 
citizenry who couldn’t be prouder to have a new fighting ship 
on her way bearing the name USS Coronado! 

 
Coronado, Combining History and Innovation by 

CDR John Kochendorfer from Navy Live, January 13 
Commander John Kochendorfer, prospective 

commanding officer of Littoral Combat Ship (LCS) Coronado 
shares the following as the ship prepares for her christening, 
Saturday, Jan. 14, during a 10 a.m. CST ceremony in Mobile, 
Ala: 

This weekend I travel to the Austal Shipyard in Mobile 
with a few Coronado Sailors to proudly take part in an age old 
Stepping of the Mast and the Christening ceremony. Littoral 
Combat Ship 4, the second ship of the Independence Class, 
will be named USS Coronado. While LCS is a new platform 
for the Navy, the “Coronado” name is deeply rooted in Naval 
History. LCS 4 will be the third ship to carry the Coronado 
name, which we represent with three stars in our ship’s crest. 
Our ship’s sponsor, Susan Keith, is a bulwark of the Coronado 
community and from a long-lined Navy family. We will also 
be homeported in San Diego, right across the water from 
Naval Air Station North Island, Coronado’s home of Naval 
Aviation. 

Susan Keith served as the Matron of Honor for USS 
Coronado (AGF-11) in 1966 and watched her mother proudly 
christen that ship as its sponsor. Today, Susan will carry on 
that tradition when she breaks the ceremonial champagne 
bottle as her daughter, Isabelle Drouin, looks on — our 
Matron of Honor. The city of Coronado and Mayor Tanaka 
has all but adopted my crew, inviting us to their Big Band in 
the park, Fourth of July Parade, and serving on our 
Commissioning Committee. For me, a second-generation, 
born and bred California boy, I am utterly honored to be a part 
of this historic namesake. 

 
Christening the USS Coronado by Susan Ring Keith 

from I Drive Warships, January 12 
Christmas is over; I’ve put away all the decorations and 

now the suitcase is out as I prepare to leave for Mobile, Ala. 
Austal Shipyard in Mobile is building the U.S. Navy’s newest 
Littoral Combat Ship, USS Coronado (LCS 4). I have been 
given the honor and privilege of being the ship’s sponsor. I am 
the one who will be breaking that bottle of champagne over 
the bow and officially giving the ship her name. I was 
nominated for this special designation by the Mayor of 

Coronado, Casey Tanaka, as well as dear friends, Admirals 
Jimmy Hogg, Bud Edney and Ed Martin, who all “put in a 
good word” for me. Ultimately it’s the Secretary of the Navy, 
though, who makes the final decision. 

My connections to the Navy go back a few years. Both of 
my grandfathers were in the Navy’s Supply Corp. My father 
and step-father were classmates at the Naval Academy and 
both early naval aviators. My two brothers (one died on active 
duty) were both surface officers. Both my husband and son 
were also surface Sailors. In addition, I have two uncles and a 
father-in-law who were naval officers. My fingers are crossed 
that with nine grandchildren, one might choose to serve in the 
Navy, but I’ll have to wait and see about that. 

I also have a longstanding association with my hometown 
of Coronado, Calif. My grandmother, Belle Stewart, led the 
grand march at the 1888 opening of the Hotel del Coronado. 
Her family had been in San Diego since 1869, but my 
grandmother bought the family’s first home on the island. 
Members of the family still refer to that special little cottage 
on Loma Avenue as “home.” 

My two brothers and I were all born in Coronado, and 
although we were a Navy family and moved around a lot, 
Coronado was always home. We spent many years of our 
youth in Coronado, and since 1980 I’ve been a permanent 
resident. 

In 1966 while my mother, Eleanor Ring, was on the 
Coronado City Council, she was selected to serve as the 
sponsor for the USS Coronado (LPD 11), the previous ship to 
bear the name. We all traveled to Seattle for that special 
occasion, and then as the years went by we watched with pride 
as we saw all that the ship was able to accomplish. While I 
served on the Coronado City Council I had the opportunity to 
fly by Navy helicopter out to sea and land on the Coronado. 
The Mayor and all the city council members proudly rode the 
ship into her new homeport. It was a sad day when she was 
ultimately decommissioned. 

So now we’re all getting ready to fly down to Mobile. I 
have family and friends going with me and a bottle of 
champagne from the Hotel del Coronado that I will use to 
name this splendid new ship. I know that bottle will be 
carrying the love and good wishes of all Coronado residents, 
and it will remind me of my mother and grandmother as we 
embark on this new journey. 

May this ship and her crew have “fair winds and 
following seas” (like its namesake city’s weather) as they 
continue to build and later join the fleet. We will all be 
looking forward to her commissioning in about a year and a 
half. 

 
Assessing China’s Approach to the South China Sea 

by Wilson Chau from Asia Security Watch (New Pacific 
Institute), January 13 

Staring out to the horizon: is China pondering a new 
approach to the South China Sea disputes? (Source: China-
defense-mashup.com) 

The South China Sea is set to be one of the hottest 
flashpoints in 2012. Finding a way out may depend on how we 
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interpret China’s approach to maritime disputes. But what 
precisely is China’s approach? 

As the primary conduit of trade between Northeast Asia 
and the Indian Ocean, China has strong geostrategic interests 
in the area. The reported oil deposits and rich fishing grounds 
of the South China Sea also makes it an integral component to 
China’s energy and food security. 

Beijing believes it is entitled to the South China Sea due 
to historical assertions of sovereignty. Chinese mariners have 
traversed the region for centuries and both the Qing Dynasty 
and Republic of China have asserted some degree of 
administrative control over several islands in the past. 

China has proceeded to consolidate its blanket claim. It 
has unilaterally passed legislation specifying the Paracel and 
Spratley Islands as Chinese territory. It has persistently 
pursued oil exploration and drilling in disputed waters while 
firmly denying the right for other countries to do the same; the 
latest example being Beijing’s sharp criticism of the Indo-
Vietnamese joint oil exploration initiative. Chinese maritime 
surveillance vessels frequently clash with the coastguards of 
other disputants. China has used force to secure or defend its 
claims on at least two occasions, the 1974 and 1988 naval 
skirmishes with Vietnam. Furthermore, it has constructed 
military facilities, erected artificial structures on reefs, 
launched naval exercises in the area, and aggressively opposed 
American maritime surveillance. 

Most observers believe China’s approach is of a zero sum 
nature, characterised by its uncompromising attitudes and 
belligerent behaviour. China’s grand strategy has been 
regarded as a reflection of neorealist thinking. Its security 
environment as well as its objective of attaining regional 
hegemony in East Asia determines its South China Sea 
strategy. On the other hand, others have paid attention to the 
Communist Party’s sacred mission to bring the South China 
Sea back into China’s fold, an effort that is energised by 
strong nationalistic sentiments. Observers subscribing to these 
schools of thought reckon that Beijing has little incentive to 
negotiate, compromise or cooperate. 

But analysis of China’s approach must transcend the 
assumption that it is still and always will be a zero sum game. 
For instance, Chinese policy-makers have slowly become 
more aware that aggressive and uncompromising behaviour 
will only attract condemnation and vigorous resistance from 
the region’s community. A better way for Beijing to seek 
prestige and earn leadership status is by projecting itself as a 
responsible and stabilising force. Moreover, since ratifying the 
UN Convention on the Law of the Sea in 1996, China has 
relied increasingly on legal principles and objective criteria, 
rather than the use of force, as a means of approaching 
disputes. 

Multilateral processes like ASEAN and the ASEAN 
Regional Forum have played a pivotal role in transforming 
Beijing’s attitudes through the transmission of norms. Regular 
participation in multilateral processes has conditioned Beijing 
to accommodate regional expectations of confidence building. 
Multilateral processes also provide opportunities for norms to 
converge. The 2002 Declaration on the Conduct of Parties in 
the South China Sea, signed by China and ASEAN, reflects 
some consensus on how parties to the dispute should behave. 
While criticised as an ambiguous document falling short of a 
binding treaty, the Declaration nonetheless serves as a crucial 
confidence building platform for the easing of tensions. 

While realpolitik continues to underpin Beijing’s 
policymaking process, the transmission of external norms has 
increasingly fuelled internal political and intellectual debate 
on whether to adopt win-win approaches. There are indeed 
signs of hope. At the ASEAN Regional Forum meeting in Bali 
last year, China and other disputants proposed a set of draft 
guidelines that would commit all parties towards 
implementing the principles agreed to in the 2002 Declaration. 
But the task of conditioning China’s attitudes and behaviour is 
a long-term and arduous project. It will take time for external 
norms to be processed, localised and accepted. 

 
Budget Woes Could Sink Future Navy Plan by David 

Axe from Danger Room (WIRED), January 13 
Flattening budgets could scuttle the Navy’s plan to boost 

its combat fleet from today’s 285 warships to 313. But don’t 
panic. Far from resulting in a “hollowing” of the Navy, as 
GOP presidential frontrunner Mitt Romney has claimed, the 
funding cuts will most likely produce a future Navy that’s 
about the same size as today’s. 

In other words, the U.S. Navy will still be the biggest and 
most powerful maritime force in the world. 

Multi-year ship buys already in place should bring around 
10 new ships annually into the fleet for years to come. Even 
after some cuts, that’s enough to maintain the size of the force 
for decades. 

There is a downside to the steady-state fleet, however. 
After a very busy decade that has taken its toll on the Navy’s 
frigates, destroyers, cruisers and other vessels, it’s possible the 
Navy could scale back its operations in the less volatile parts 
of the world such as Europe and Latin America. Deployments 
to the Indian Ocean and the Pacific will probably remain at 
their current level. 

To be fair, the Navy has only telegraphed changes to the 
future fleet plan; nothing’s official yet. The service will “will 
have to re-look” the 313-ship plan that was originally released 
in 2006, Adm. Mark Ferguson, the Vice Chief of Naval 
Operations, said at a recent conference. “I think all of us 
recognize that under those [2006] assumptions and that 
financial picture that was a great force structure to do what 
was needed,” he said, according to Carlo Munoz of AOL 
Defense. “We are going to go back and take a look and see 
what direction that is [now].” 

Funding cuts aside, a shifting strategy alone could justify 
a fleet smaller than 313 vessels. The 2006 plan, written at the 
height of the Pentagon’s obsession with counter-insurgency, 
emphasized maritime security operations against smugglers, 
pirates, seaborne insurgents and other low-tech enemies. 
Maritime security operations tend to favor large numbers of 
inexpensive ships spread over a large area, constantly alert for 
bad guys. As opposed to, say, full-scale war with China. That 
kind of major combat is the purview of less numerous, high-
tech warships sailing in tightly-packed battle groups. 

The Obama administration’s new Defense Strategic 
Guidance, announced last week, calls for a “global presence 
emphasizing the Asia-Pacific and the Middle East.” The 
flipside is that U.S. military will likely invest fewer resources 
in Latin America and Europe. “The world has changed,” 
explained Adm. James Winnefeld, the Vice Chairman of the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff. 

The “Pacific pivot” means greater focus on high-end 
warfare. That in turn could see the Navy spending more of its 
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dwindling budget on large, sophisticated vessels such as 
Virginia-class submarines, Arleigh Burke-class destroyers and 
Ford-class aircraft carriers. There have even been rumors the 
Navy could expand the truncated DDG-1000 stealth battleship 
program. 

The pivot’s big losers could be the smaller, cheaper ships 
optimized for low-intensity operations: the Littoral Combat 
Ship and the Joint High-Speed Vessel catamaran, for instance. 
Cutting the troubled LCS program in half, from 55 ships down 
to the 24 already on order, alone could reduce the future fleet 
from 313 to today’s level. “We say we’re going to build 55 
LCSs,” shipbuilding expert Norman Polmar said. “Well, I’ll 
bet anyone here a whole dollar bill we’re not going to build 
55.” 

The steady-state fleet will still be overwhelmingly huge 
and powerful. At a combined 3 million tons displacement, 
today’s U.S. Navy outweighs the next dozen biggest navies, 
combined. The U.S. enjoys similar advantages in missile 
capacity and naval aviation. While China struggles to operate 
just one aircraft carrier, the U.S. Navy possesses 11 big 
flattops and nine small ones. After a brief period during which 
China built more submarines than America, U.S. sub 
production now equals Beijing’s — and American subs are 
bigger, better and last longer. 

Slicing 30 ships from future plans will not significantly 
affect this calculus. And if the new Navy plan favors high-end 
warships over less-capable, smaller vessels, when it comes to 
major warfare the American advantage could actually 
increase. Even if the overall number of warships doesn’t. 

 
Warfighting First - Schneller’s ‘Top Ten’ by Bill 

Doughty and Dr. Bob Schneller from Navy Reads, January 
15 

In 2012 I am pleased to present a series of guest posts 
offering “top ten” choices of books and authors for our Navy 
Reads audience. In the months ahead we’ll have “top ten” 
recommendations from noted thinkers. The recommendations 
in this post -- books on American naval history -- are from 
historian Robert J. Schneller Jr., Ph.D., historian with the 
U.S. Naval Historical Center and author of Farragut: 
America’s First Admiral, which Navy Reads reviewed last 
September. Schneller’s suggestions align with the first tenet in 
the CNO’s Sailing Directions: Warfighting First. -- Bill 
Doughty. 

by Dr. Bob Schneller 
This list reflects my own personal interests as well as the 

books I think everyone connected with the naval services 
should read. Most of the books focus on war, for that always 
has been and always will be the Navy and Marine Corps's 
primary reason for existence. As you will soon notice, I like 
stories about the past told by those who were there; hence my 
list is heavily laden with memoirs and biographies. It is also 
rife with recently published books, because the focus on the 
individual's experience in war is a relatively recent 
historiographic phenomenon. Narrowing the list to ten proved 
impossible for me, hence the fourteen titles, listed in 
chronological order of subject. Enjoy! 

Theodore Roosevelt. The Naval War of 1812. Reprint, 
Kessinger Publishing, 2010. 

Despite the amount of historical literature that has come 
out since The Naval War of 1812 appeared in print a century 
ago, Roosevelt's book remains arguably the most accurate, 

impartial, and intrepid account yet written. A particularly 
timely book this is, too, with the bicentennial commemoration 
kicking off this year. 

Holzer, Harold, and Tim Mulligan, eds. The Battle of 
Hampton Roads: New Perspectives on the USS Monitor and 
CSS Virginia. Fordham University Press, 2006. 

The historical literature on the Civil War is so vast that I 
would have great difficulty in choosing only ten from that 
conflict alone. Renowned Civil War scholar Holzer and his 
sidekick Mulligan have presented us with a collection of 
essays from fellow experts William C. Davis, who provides an 
overview of the battle; Craig Symonds, who recounts the 
construction of the ironclads; and Howard Fuller, who 
examines the battle from the British perspective, as well as the 
renowned historian of technology David Mindell, who tells us 
what life was like aboard the ironclads. There's also a nifty 
essay on the battle's historiography. The slugfest at Hampton 
Roads was neither the most significant nor costly naval battle 
of the War of Rebellion by a longshot, but it remains the most 
written about, most famous, and most symbolic. 

Morison, Samuel Eliot. The Two-Ocean War: A Short 
History of the United States Navy in the Second World War. 
Little, Brown, 1963. 

For the big one, World War II, I have to list more than 
one title, as the war included history's most titanic clashes at 
sea. This book, although dated -- for example, information 
about codebreaking remained classified when Morison wrote 
up the battle of Midway -- remains the best introduction to the 
war at sea. Morison, a Harvard grad, two-time Pulitzer Prize 
winner, and buddy of President Franklin D. Roosevelt, gained 
unparalleled access to records, interviewees, and staff 
assistance to produce a 15-volume history of the war (of 
which this is a condensation), as well as a commission as a 
rear admiral in the Naval Reserve and permission to take part 
in operations. Morison was a gifted writer, too. 

Frank, Richard B. Guadalcanal: The Definitive Account 
of the Landmark Battle. Random House, 1990. 

Frank's brilliantly researched and well written book seems 
to be exactly what it claims to be. Subsequent scholarship has 
overturned some of his findings, but I remain convinced that 
Guadalcanal was the Pacific War's most important campaign. 
It was also, by necessity, a joint campaign. 

Wukovits, John F. Black Sheep: The Life of Pappy 
Boyington. Naval Institute Press, 2011. 

Pacific War expert Wukovits gives us a deeply personal 
window on the life of a Marine Corps aviation icon. The 
author lays bare Gregory Boyington's chequered life as a 
boozer, brawler, and iconoclast. All this the Marine Corps 
forgave Boyington, because he excelled at two things -- 
shooting down enemy aircraft and commanding men in battle. 
During the months he flew in the Solomons, his "Black 
Sheep" squadron ruled the skies. This book strips away the 
myths behind the man, yielding an unbiased, unflinching, but 
sympathetic portrait of a true war hero, with "warts and all," to 
borrow a phrase from Samuel Eliot Morison. 

Jernigan, Emory J. Tin Can Man. Vandamere Press, 1993. 
Here we have an autobiography straight from the deck 

plates, written by an enlisted destroyerman who served in the 
Pacific throughout World War II. Officers who read this book 
might want to avoid becoming martinets, for stewards might 
urinate in their coffee, as happened with one of Jernigan's 
unpopular officers. Enlisted men will learn what it was like to 
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experience combat against the weather and the enemy inside a 
small ship, the vital importance of teamwork and bonding with 
shipmates and the value of "leading up" good officers. 

Sledge, Eugene B. With the Old Breed At Peleliu and 
Okinawa. Presidio Press, 1981. 

William T. Sherman said "war is all hell" and Sledge 
leads us right into the inferno. Written from the grunt's 
perspective, Sledge's memoir exposes the horror, brutality and 
ugliness of war more fully than any other book I've read. A 
gently raised teenager, Sledge witnessed the way war strips 
away the thin veneer of civilization and results in unthinkable 
acts by beloved comrades. His patriotism never wavers, but 
neither does the grittiness of his story. Anyone who has the 
power to declare war or to command people in battle, as well 
as those who will experience battle, must read this book. If I 
had to narrow my list to one, this would be it. 

Calvert, James F. Silent Running: My Years on a World 
War II Attack Submarine, with a foreword by Edward L. 
Beach. John Wiley & Sons, 1995. 

This is my favorite book on the Silent Service during the 
war because it provides a view from the deck plates, or in this 
case, from inside the pressure hull. Silent Running opens with 
the renowned submariner Ned Beach's renowned screed 
against early war U.S. torpedoes, and then Calvert recounts his 
nine war patrols in the Pacific against the Japanese. World 
War II certainly included more renowned and controversial 
submariners than Calvert, but his understated style and clarity 
of expression landed his book on my list. 

Dower, John. War Without Mercy: Race & Power in the 
Pacific War. Pantheon, 1986. 

Winner of many prestigious awards, Dower argues that 
the Pacific War was essentially a race war between the 
Americans and Japanese, with each race believing itself 
superior to the other. On both sides the results included poor 
estimates of the enemy's capabilities, other military 
miscalculations, and a much higher level of brutality than 
Americans faced in Northwest Europe. War Without Mercy 
yields vital insights into what can happen when two different 
cultures clash; when each side uses a different rulebook for 
warfare. 

Daws, Gavan. Prisoners of the Japanese: POWs of World 
War II in the Pacific. William Morrow, 1994. 

Daws dwells on one particular product of the Pacific War 
culture clash -- the brutal Japanese treatment of POWs. The 
book is, in many ways, a collection of horror stories, including 
the fact that Japanese "physicians" performed vivisection -- 
dissection of a living being without anesthetic -- vivisection, 
on members of downed B-29 aircrews. I still shudder to think 
of it. The warning implicit in Prisoners of the Japanese, like 
that in War Without Mercy, is that different cultures have 
different rules of warfare than we do and will not behave as 
we do in fighting wars. 

Thompson, Neal. Light This Candle: The Life & Times of 
Alan Shepard, America's First Spaceman. Crown, 2004. 

Naval officers and enlisted men and women do lots more 
than fight, including, among other things, conducting 
humanitarian operations, performing rescues at sea, and 
exploring space. With exclusive access to private papers and 
interviews with his subject's family and closest friends, 
Thompson examines the life of one of the first men to fly off 
aircraft carriers, one of the world's most fearless test pilots, 

and one of the Navy's iciest, brashest, cockiest and most 
competitive officers, beating out John Glenn for the first 
Mercury spaceflight and then later, as a crew member of 
Apollo 14, whacking a golf ball on the moon. I recommend 
this one because the Navy still needs test pilots, and 
Thompson is a brilliant writer. 

Reardon, Carol. Launch the Intruders: A Naval Attack 
Squadron in the Vietnam War, 1972. University Press of 
Kansas, 2005. 

In this book Reardon, one of America's finest military 
historians, recounts the history of Medium Attack Squadron 
75 from multiple perspectives (the cockpit, the bomb handler, 
the wives left behind), and sets it within multiple layers of 
context. The Journal of Military History described it as "a 
model unit history." So here we have a group biography. 

Schneller, Robert J. Jr. Blue & Gold and Black: Racial 
Integration of the U.S. Naval Academy. Texas A&M 
University Press, 2008. With a dust jacket endorsement by 
Admiral Mike Mullen. 

Honestly, I'm not including this to stroke my ego, but I 
consider this book, along with its predecessor, Breaking the 
Color Barrier, to be my masterpieces. Using a deep dive into 
the documentary records along with scores of interviews with 
largely black midshipmen, I've examined how the Naval 
Academy was transformed from a racist institution into one 
that genuinely ranks diversity among its fundamental tenets. 
The documentary research lays out the Naval Academy's 
racial policies, how they changed over time, and why. The 
interviews provide the impact these policies had on the 
experiences of black midshipmen, told through their own 
words. The third part of the book includes information on 
integration of women into the Academy, because many of 
those women are black. Naval officers and enlisted men and 
women should read Blue & Gold and Black because it 
explains the price minority and female shipmates will have to 
pay as long as parents teach prejudice to their children. 

Scheuer, Michael. Through Our Enemies' Eyes: Osama 
bin Laden, Radical Islam, and the Future of America. Potomac 
Books, 2003. 

During his 22-year career as a CIA Intelligence Officer, 
Scheuer served as chief of the Bin Laden Issue Section from 
1996 to 1999 and as special advisor to the chief of the bin 
Laden unit from September 2001 to November 2004. He 
began this book in 1999 as an unclassified manual for 
counterterrorism officers. Initially, Potomac Books listed the 
author as "Anonymous," but with the publication of his 
follow-on book, Imperial Hubris, his name came to light. As 
for Through Our Enemies' Eyes, "The crux of my argument," 
declares Scheuer, "is simply that America is in a war with 
militant Islamists that it cannot avoid; one that it cannot talk or 
appease its way out of; one in which our irreconcilable 
Islamist foes will have to be killed, an act which unavoidably 
will lead to innocent deaths; and one that is motivated in large 
measure by the impact of U.S. foreign policies in the Islamic 
world, one of which is unqualified U.S. support for Israel." It 
is a harrowing argument, but one that must be understood by 
all who are serving in the global war on terrorism, the current 
war, the war we are now in, or whatever we're calling it now. 

(A big thanks to Dr. Schneller for sharing his thoughts 
and recommendations... Look for more thinkers’ suggestions 
in the weeks and months ahead. -- BD) 

Return to Index 



Navy budget hearing picks up on old themes  
(NAVY TIMES 17 FEB 12) By Christopher P. Cavas 
    
The dangers of sequestration. Not enough ships. The rise of China. The efficacy of using 
alternative fuels in ships and aircraft. 
 
Most of the topics brought up for discussion Thursday at the first congressional hearing on the 
Navy’s 2013 budget sounded a lot like last year, with the warning calls of drastic budget cuts in 
January thrown in. 
 
“The thing I worry about every day is sequestration,” said Rep. Buck McKeon, R-Calif., 
chairman of the House Armed Services Committee. McKeon was referring to congressionally 
mandated defense cuts of more than $500 billion that will take place on Jan. 1, 2013, unless an 
alternative can be agreed on. “At what point do you start to do something about this?” 
 
The Office of Management and Budget at the White House “has directed the department not to 
plan for sequestration,” said Adm. Jonathan Greenert, chief of naval operations. 
 
“Sometime late this summer, if there is no other action, step one for us is to think about that 
strategy,” Greenert said. “But our direction has been not to plan for such an occurrence.” 
 
“I think it is totally irresponsible to put you in position to not even think about it,” McKeon said. 
“It doesn’t look good that we will fix this.” 
 
Rep. Todd Akin, R-Mo., chairman of the seapower subcommittee, almost sounded sympathetic 
to the problems of planning for mandatory, across-the-board cuts. 
 
“I guess there isn’t really a way to plan for sequestration. You can’t plan for it administratively,” 
he said. “But I don’t sense a sense of urgency on The Hill to do something about it. Let’s make it 
clear for the records that this is intolerable.” 
 
Rep. Randy Forbes, R-Va., chairman of the readiness subcommittee, was more colorful in his 
call for more ships. “Why aren’t you pounding the table asking for more ships?” asked Forbes, 
pounding the table. 
 
Looking directly at Navy Secretary Ray Mabus, Forbes noted that of four recent policy speeches, 
three were on alternative energy. 
 
“I understand that alternative fuels might help our troops in the field,” Forbes said. “But 
shouldn’t we refocus our priorities?” 
 
“I have made it the priority of this administration to build the fleet,” Mabus said. “We have 36 
ships under contract, all under fixed-price contracts.” The number of ships in the fleet has been 
growing under the Obama administration, he pointed out. 
 
“But I’m comparing them to what the Chinese are building,” Forbes said. 



 
Several Republican members took Mabus to task for his efforts to introduce alternative fuels into 
Navy and Marine Corps ships, aircraft and vehicles. Rep. Mike Conway, R-Texas, was 
particularly disdainful. 
 
Alternative fuels will be “twice as expensive” as regular fuels, Conway said. “So $600 million 
for this initiative — you don’t have a better place to spend that?” 
 
“I don’t know where you’re getting that figure,” Mabus responded. “I know what we are doing is 
making us a better military.” 
 
“Biofuel is an important part, but it’s certainly not the only part,” Mabus said. “Things like solar 
and thermal are competitive today.” 
 
“No, they’re not,” Conway said. “So you’re arguing before this committee that we’re better off 
paying four times more for fuel?” 
 
“We would be irresponsible if we didn’t reduce our dependence on foreign fuel,” Mabus 
responded. 
 
The Navy’s plan to decommission two amphibious ships, delay new replacements and plan for a 
fleet of 30 ships to carry Marines also came under fire, with Republican Reps. Rob Wittman of 
Virginia, Mike Coffman of Colorado and Steven Palazzo of Mississippi spending their question 
time on the issue. 
 
“Hard choices were made inside this budget,” said Gen. James Amos, commandant of the 
Marine Corps. Overall, he said, “I’m very pleased. But I’d like 50 ships.” 
 
************************************ 
 
Fleet Size Still In Flux, Says CNO; Review Underway 
(AOL DEFENSE 16 FEB 12) By Carlo Munoz 
 
CAPITOL HILL: The new 285-ship fleet the Navy plans in its fiscal 2013 budget plan may 
change, pending the results of a new service-wide force structure review, the Navy's top officer 
said today. 
 
The review, expected to wrap up within weeks, will outline how many hulls the Navy will need 
to meet the national security requirements outlined in the White House strategy released earlier 
this year, Chief of Naval Operations Adm. Jonathan Greenert told reporters today. 
 
The Navy cut 16 ships, slowed development on its new attack submarine and capped its 
amphibious fleet at 30 vessels in the fiscal 2013 budget request. The $13.7 billion set aside for 
new ships in the service's fiscal '13 budget blueprint is more than $1.6 billion smaller than what 
the sea service spent on shipbuilding in the previous fiscal year. Those near-term cuts will likely 
remain in place as the service's spending plan makes its way through Capitol Hill. However, 



Greenert hinted to reporters that some of the long-term proposals in the budget plan -- including 
the 285-ship number -- could change. 
 
When asked about the service's plan to cap its amphibious fleet at 30 ships, Greenert said that 
limit was one of the many force structure issues that were currently under review. Greenert 
admitted the number could be considered a placeholder until the Navy review was complete. 
Looking at the total fleet, he noted the right level of Navy vessels could land somewhere 
between 285 and 300 ships. The CNO alluded to the fact that the fleet could theoretically go 
higher than 285 earlier than 2020. But the admiral was equally clear in stating the 300-ship fleet 
was also under debate as part of the Navy study. 
 
Defense Secretary Leon Panetta told the Senate Armed Services Committee on Tuesday the 
Navy fleet would top out at 285 ships in 2017. By 2020, that number would climb slightly to 300 
but would still fall short of the service's long-stated goal of 313 ships, according to Panetta. He 
reiterated that plan to members of the House Appropriations defense subcommittee today. 
 
 
************************************ 
Navy Not Ruling Out Restoring SSN To Budget Plans, Mabus Says 
(DEFENSE DAILY 17 FEB 12) By Mike McCarthy 
  
The Navy will look for ways to restore a Virginia -class (SSN-774) attack submarine to the five-
year procurement plan despite this week's budget proposal that removed one of them from the 
books in fiscal 2014, Navy Secretary Ray Mabus said yesterday. 
 
"We are exploring ways that we can creatively pull that ship back. We cannot now because of 
budget constraints," Mabus told the House Armed Services Committee (HASC) three days after 
the Pentagon unveiled its fiscal 2013 budget and five-year defense plan. 
 
"We would clearly like to have that ship in (20) '14 instead of moving it to (20)'18," Mabus said 
during testimony alongside Adm. Jonathan Greenert, the chief of naval operations, and Gen. 
James Amos, the commandant of the Marine Corps. 
 
The Navy has proposed taking 16 ships from the five-year plan, reducing the number that will go 
under construction from 57 to 41. The service cut the number by pushing some ships out of the 
timeframe and by terminating the Joint High Speed Vessel (JHSV), buying only 10 instead of the 
envisioned 23. Two Littoral Combat Ships will also slip out of the five year plan, but Mabus 
emphasized the Navy is sticking to plans to build 55 of them. 
 
The spending plan calls for construction of two SSN-774s in fiscal 2013, one in 2014 and two 
per year through 2017. 
 
The decision to delay construction on one of the subs was "purely" financial as the Pentagon tries 
to cope with a projected reduction of $487 million in defense funds over the next decade, Mabus 
said. 
 



Mabus said that when the five-year period ends, the size of the Navy's fleet will be unchanged 
from the current level of 285 ships. He predicted the Navy will reach 300 ships by 2019, as the 
LCSs and JHSVs arrive to the fleet. 
 
Several years ago the Navy set goal of building and sustaining a fleet of 313 ships, but the 
objective could be on hold because of the constrained budget environment. 
 
Mabus said the service is conducting a new strategic assessment to determine the number of 
ships required in light of the Obama administration's revised global strategy outlined last month 
that places renewed focus on the Asia-Pacific. 
 
Rep. Howard "Buck" McKeon (R-Calif.), the HASC chairman, criticized the shipbuilding cuts, 
saying it weakens the Navy's ability to counter the anti-access area denial environment it will be 
facing in the Asia-Pacific region. 
 
"I'm concerned that budget cuts of this significance to our Navy and armed forces will increase 
our risk in this theater," McKeon said. 
 
Also taking a hit from the budget was the next generation ballistic missile submarine, SSBN(X), 
to replace the Ohio class. The first two of the 12 Ohio boomers are slated for retirement in 2029, 
when the first SSBN(X) was scheduled for delivery. 
 
The SSBN(X) plans have been pushed back by two years, with construction of the first vessel 
now set to begin in 2021, meaning the ballistic missile sub fleet will temporarily drop to 10, 
Greenert said, calling the dip acceptable. 
 
"We see that to be OK. We'll watch very closely," he said. He added the two-year delay will 
have the extra benefit of allowing the design to mature. 
 
In reworking the design, Mabus said the projected cost for each ship has lowered from $7 billion 
to $5 billion, but he cautioned that cost will be a burden on the shipbuilding budget once 
SSBN(X) construction begins. 
 
"When that class is being built, it will clearly have a major impact on the rest of our shipbuilding 
program," he said. 
 
Amos reaffirmed the Marine Corps stated goal of buying a total of 360 V-22 Osprey tilt-rotor 
aircraft, even as 24 were pushed into years following the five-year plan. 
"We are still going to buy those V-22s," he said. 
 
********************************************* 
 
Chinese Navy Steps up Anti-Piracy Training  
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 17 FEB 12) 
 



(BEIJING) — China's fast-modernizing navy is stepping up training for anti-piracy patrols off 
the coast of Somalia in a sign of its growing long-term commitment to overseas missions.  
 
The first two-week course for 84 leading officers began this week at the Naval Command 
College in the eastern Chinese city of Nanjing, the website of the military newspaper Liberation 
Army Daily said Friday. The officers will run drills and discuss military theory and experiences 
from China's previous anti-piracy missions, it said.  
 
China first launched the anti-piracy patrols in December 2008, joining an international flotilla 
aiming to protect shipping in the Gulf of Aden. More than a dozen separate missions have 
followed, each consisting of two of the navy's most sophisticated missile frigates accompanied 
by a support ship.  
 
The patrols marked a major break with the navy's traditional role of protecting China's coastal 
region, as well as Beijing's oft-stated opposition to foreign military interventions or overseas 
bases.  
 
Along with boosting the navy's blue water capabilities in operations and resupply, the patrols 
appear to have whetted Beijing's appetite for even more ambitious missions.  
 
In recent years, the navy has dispatched ships as far away as the Caribbean, and last year sent 
vessels to the Mediterranean to escort ships evacuating Chinese citizens from Libya.  
 
Such moves have been facilitated by a wide-ranging naval upgrade fueled by double-digit annual 
increases in Chinese defense spending. Along with new destroyers, submarines and naval 
aircraft, Beijing last year began sea trials on its first aircraft carrier, a refurbished model 
purchased from Ukraine more than a decade ago.  
 
Cooperation with Ukraine and Russia have been at the heart of the military upgrade, and the 
Chinese chief of staff, Gen. Chen Bingde, and his deputy, Gen. Ma Xiaotian, met separately this 
week with delegations of top commanders from the two countries' militaries.  
 
Chen was quoted by the Liberation Army Daily as telling the commander of Ukraine's navy, 
Rear Adm. Viktor Maksimov, that China hoped to "open up more areas of cooperation" with the 
Ukrainian armed forces.  
 
***************************************** 
 
U.S. Navy fears small Iranian boats, confident of own  
(REUTERS 17 FEB 12) 
 
Nerves were strained as an Iranian patrol boat approached the USS Abraham Lincoln at speed. 
 
A helicopter escort hovered above the vessel in a warning not to get any closer, and the grey 
boat, tiny compared to the massive U.S. aircraft carrier, eventually turned around. 
 



The encounter involving U.S. and Iranian boats, common in recent weeks, underscores rising 
tensions in the Gulf region between rival powers since Tehran threatened to close the Hormuz 
Strait, the world's most important oil shipping waterway, over Western moves to ban Iranian 
crude exports. 
 
U.S. and Iranian warships shadow each other as they ply the Gulf in a standoff over Iran's 
nuclear program the West fears is aimed at producing an atomic weapon. Many fear any incident 
could trigger a war. 
 
"I watch it morning, noon and night. I take it (the threat to close Hormuz) very seriously. In fact 
it's pretty much my life these days," the commander of U.S. naval forces in the Gulf region, Vice 
Admiral Mark Fox, told a news conference in Bahrain ahead of the fleet's voyage earlier this 
week. 
 
The fleet, known as "Carrier Strike Group Nine" has been making forays through Hormuz 
despite the Iranian threats. 
 
The 10-hour voyage through the waterway on February 14 was the second time the fleet had 
been through Hormuz in two months. Passage is done on a need-only basis as the U.S. Navy tries 
to avoid "escalation of hostilities or miscalculations," as a result of their crossing, U.S. officials 
say. 
 
With four helicopters circling overhead and two destroyers leading, the carrier entered Hormuz 
while up in the watch tower, some seven Navy commanding officers, intelligence chiefs and 
legal experts were gathered in a small but busy control room. 
 
They inspected the Gulf waters intently. The head of the fleet, Rear Admiral Troy Shoemaker, 
spotted two small boats, thought to be of smugglers, being battered by the high waves. 
 
"It is going very well, relatively quiet. We have had a couple of surveillance aircraft, a helicopter 
and UAV (unmanned aerial vehicle) but nothing in the way of surface activity," Shoemaker said, 
referring to activity from Iranian side. 
 
The geography of the Strait, where a third of the world's seaborne oil trade passes, is challenging 
for a fleet of this size. 
 
The waterway is 34 km (21 miles) wide at its narrowest point, and as it sails through the Gulf, 
the aircraft carrier comes within range of the Iranian coastal missile defense system. 
 
Over a month ago Iran warned another U.S. aircraft carrier, the USS John C. Stennis, not to 
return to the Gulf after it passed through the Strait. But that has not deterred the USS Abraham 
Lincoln. 
 
"We routinely operate close to them while we operate in the Arabian Gulf," Shoemaker said. 
 



"They have ships that would come out and observe us as you would expect we would do in our 
territorial water back in the United States, so all those exchanges were very professional," he 
added. 
 
The Iranians make their presence felt every time U.S. forces cross the strait, by almost escorting 
the fleet either by air or using patrol boats. The U.S. in return reassesses the threat from Iran on 
regular basis by studying Iranian activity. 
 
ALWAYS ON ALERT 
 
Military experts say the U.S. Navy's Fifth Fleet patrolling the Gulf - which always has at least 
one giant super carrier accompanied by scores of jets and a fleet of frigates and destroyers - is 
overwhelmingly more powerful than Iran's navy. 
 
But it is the small boats that worry the U.S. Navy most. Vice Admiral Fox said last week that 
Iran had built up its naval forces in the Gulf and prepared boats that could be used in suicide 
attacks. 
 
Iran is thought to have increased the number of small boats based in the strait and around its Gulf 
Islands, and some boats are capable of carrying cruise missiles and rockets. 
 
Five thousand sailors live on board the 20-storey USS Abraham Lincoln. Fifteen to twenty 
thousand meals are prepared daily with 800 pounds of vegetables, 900 pounds of fruit and 620 
pounds of hamburger consumed every day. 
 
For many of the sailors, Iran's threats were not always something they paid attention to. They 
often saw their mission in simpler terms. 
 
"We want that oil to go where it needs to go in this world. We want people in this region to be 
able to get the products they can buy from Europe, from America, other regions of the world," 
said Naval Aviator Matt Driskill, 33, who recently flew fighter planes over Libya and over Iraq 
in 2004. 
 
The day after the passage, the mood on board the USS Abraham Lincoln is considerably more 
relaxed onboard. 
 
Fighter aircraft that have been sitting on deck over the past 24 hours with their noses pointing 
towards Iran and readiness to launch within 15 minutes have now been stowed. 
 
The admiral said the same preparations are taken every time the fleet passes a narrow canal. But 
he admitted that the fleet can be seen as show of force. 
 
"Part of the reasons we exist is to be present around the world and be visible, even if itself the 
carrier, the planes and everything else on board is a show of force," Shoemaker said. 
 
If Iran attacks, the United States is ready to defend, Shoemaker said. 



 
"It is certainly a possibility that they could take some actions to try and close the straits but we 
are prepared for that, we have the capabilities resonant in this force, in this strike group to 
respond if that happens." 
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TThhiiss  WWeeeekk  iinn  tthhee  WWaarr  ooff  11881122::  
On Jan. 23, 1813, the River Raisin Massacre occurred following the American surrender at the Battle of 
Frenchtown in Michigan Territory. Pro-British Native Americans murdered dozens of wounded volunteers 
who were too injured to march as prisoners. The battle was the deadliest conflict ever on Michigan soil, and 
included the highest number of Americans killed in a single battle during the War of 1812. For more 
information on the War of 1812, visit hhttttpp::////wwwwww..oouurrffllaaggwwaassssttiilllltthheerree..oorrgg// 
  
TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Panetta, On Enterprise, Says Cuts Won't Weaken Navy 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 22 JAN 12) ... Corinne Reilly 

ABOARD THE AIRCRAFT CARRIER ENTERPRISE--Defense Secretary Leon Panetta used his first visit to an aircraft carrier 
at sea to reassure the crew of the Norfolk-based Enterprise on Saturday that even as he prepares to cut billions in defense spending, 
America's Navy will remain healthy and strong. 

 
2. Navy Chief Affirms Key Role Of Pacific And Hawaii Bases 
Budget problems won't lead to longer deployments, he says 
(HONOLULU STAR-ADVERTISER 20 JAN 12) ... William Cole 

Chief of Naval Operations Adm. Jonathan W. Greenert said the Western Pacific is "priority one" for the Navy, and Hawaii "is a 
very strategic base." 

 
3. Haney Takes Command Of Pacific Fleet 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 21 JAN 12) 

PEARL HARBOR, Hawaii — A new leader took over at the U.S. Pacific Fleet on Friday as Adm. Cecil Haney, former deputy of 
the U.S. Strategic Command, replaced Adm. Patrick Walsh, who is retiring. 

 
4. Some Sailors Chosen For Separation Might Be Eligible For Retirement Benefits 
(STARS AND STRIPES 23 JAN 12) ... Matthew M. Burke 

SASEBO NAVAL BASE, Japan — A small number of sailors chosen for separation from the Navy by the enlisted retention 
board could receive a lifeline in the form of retirement benefits after all, Navy officials have announced. 

 
5. U.S. Carrier In Gulf After Strait Of Hormuz Pass 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 23 JAN 12) 

The U.S. aircraft carrier USS Abraham Lincoln has passed through the Strait of Hormuz and is now in the Gulf, the Pentagon 
said, after Tehran threatened to close the strategic shipping route. 

 

CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
6. Exercise Helps Navy Emphasize Corps’ Sea Roots 
Bold Alligator To Give Marines Chance To Brush Up On Amphibious Skills 
(NAVY TIMES 30 JAN 12) ... William H. McMichael 

Amphibious warfare is supposed to be all about sending Marines ashore from the sea, lousy access be damned. 
 

7. USS Halsey Gives Aid to Yemeni Dhow 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 22 JAN 12) ... Combined Maritime Forces Public Affairs 

USS HALSEY, At Sea -- USS Halsey (DDG 97) responded to a call of distress from M/V Albrouj, a Yemeni dhow that was en 
route to Somalia from Yemen, while the U.S. ship was conducting helicopter operations in the Gulf of Aden, Jan. 19. 
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8. Seabees Team Makes History In Afghanistan 
In the rocky mountains of Helmand province the group from Port Hueneme becomes the first all-female 
team in Seabees history to take on and complete a construction project. 
(LOS ANGELES TIMES 22 JAN 12) ... Catherine Saillant 

It was an unusual job even for the Seabees, the U.S. Navy's construction forces trained to hold a hammer in one hand and a 
Beretta M9 in the other. 

 
9. Dry Dock Episode 7: Heavy Work 
(YOUTUBE 20 JAN 12) ... U.S. Navy 

Bringing it all back together. Take a look inside the larger aspects of the complex overhaul taking place aboard the aircraft carrier 
USS Nimitz (CVN 68) as it continues through its year-long maintenance. 

 
10. Pope Benedict XVI Blesses Whidbey Island Sailors And Marines 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 20 JAN 12) ... Lt. j.g. Bree Dail, USS Whidbey Island Public Affairs 

ROME -- Twenty-three Sailors and Marines aboard amphibious dock landing ship USS Whidbey Island (LSD 41) received a 
blessing from Pope Benedict XVI during a visit to Rome Jan. 18. 

 
11. Navy Operational Support Center Meridian Partners With National Guard 
(MERIDIAN (MS) STAR 20 JAN 12) ... Staff Sgt. Ed Staton and Penny Randall 

MERIDIAN — Although U.S. Air Force and Navy personnel may fly or swim to the beat of a different drummer, members of the 
Mississippi Air National Guard's 172d Airlift Wing and the state's U.S. Naval reserve unit are now working together and finding out 
how much they have in common. 

 

GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
12. After Threats, Iran Plays Down U.S. Naval Moves 
(REUTERS 21 JAN 12) ... Robin Pomeroy and Hashem Kalantari 

Iran's Revolutionary Guard Corps said on Saturday it considered the likely return of U.S. warships to the Gulf part of routine 
activity, backing away from previous warnings to Washington not to re-enter the area. 

 
13. Joint Chiefs Chairman Meets With Counterpart In Israel 
(NEW YORK TIMES 21 JAN 12) ... Isabel Kershner 

JERUSALEM — Gen. Martin E. Dempsey, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, called Friday for closer engagement between 
the United States and Israel during a short visit here at a time of tension over Iran’s nuclear program. 

 
14. Iran's Gulf Smugglers Feel Blowback From Tensions 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 22 JAN 12) ... Brian Murphy 

KHASAB, Oman — By dawn, the unmarked speedboats from Iran pull into port. By dusk, they are racing back across the Strait 
of Hormuz loaded with smuggled consumer goods ranging from Chinese-made shoes to cut flowers from Holland. 

 
15. Russia Hands Over Nerpa Submarine To India 
(INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE 23 JAN 12) 

Russia’s K-152 Nerpa nuclear-powered attack submarine has been handed over to the Indian Navy, a RIA Novosti correspondent 
reported Monday. In line with the contract worth over $900 million, the Project 971 Shchuka-B (NATO: Akula II) class sub has been 
leased to India’s Navy for ten years. It will be renamed the INS Chakra. 

 
16. Turkey Seeking Ballistic Missiles 
(DEFENSE NEWS 23 JAN 12) ... Burak Ege Bakdil and Umit Enginsoy 

ANKARA — Turkish plans to build ballistic missiles with a range of 2,500 kilometers within two years have stirred skepticism 
about whether the NATO ally needs or can develop this capability, Turkish officials said. 

 

PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
17. For Theodore Roosevelt Sailors, A Refueling Of Spirit 
(NEWPORT NEWS DAILY PRESS 21 JAN 12) ... Hugh Lessig 

NEWPORT NEWS--For Sailors of the USS Theodore Roosevelt, the aircraft carrier's mid-life overhaul at the Newport News 
shipyard isn't exactly the grand adventure they envisioned at the recruiter's office. Their job during the overhaul requires tedious work 
and attention to detail. 



3 

 
18. Online Records Ease Sailors' Selection Board Preparation 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 20 JAN 12) ... Navy Personnel Command Public Affairs 

MILLINGTON, Tenn. -- With the 2012 Navy-wide advancement exam for chief petty officer complete, first-class petty officers 
hoping to advance must now focus on reviewing their record and preparing a package for the board, officials said Jan. 20. 

 
19. Learning And Development Roadmap Available For Command Senior Enlisted Leadership 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 20 JAN 12) ... Ed Barker, Naval Education and Training Command Public Affairs 

PENSACOLA, Fla. -- The Naval Education and Training Command (NETC) announced Jan. 20 the availability of the Learning 
and Development Roadmap (LaDR) for command master chiefs, command senior chiefs and chiefs of the boat (CMC/CSC/COB), 
posted on Navy Knowledge Online (NKO). 

 
20. Constitution Sailors Up For Renamed Ribbon 
(NAVY TIMES 22 JAN 12) ... Sam Fellman 

Old Ironsides sailors are about to get more chest candy. Sailors who’ve served aboard the historical frigate Constitution — at 214 
years old, the world’s oldest commissioned warship — are eligible to receive the renamed Navy Ceremonial Duty ribbon. 

 
21. No More Malpractice Lawsuits? 
Government Seeks New Limits On Troops’ Legal Rights 
(ARMY TIMES 30 JAN 12) ... Andrew Tilghman 

For decades, federal law has barred troops from suing the government for any injuries they suffer as a result of malpractice in 
military medical facilities, no matter how negligent or egregious the error. 

 
22. Navy: Portsmouth Doctor Led With Fear, Intimidation 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 21 JAN 12) ... Bill Sizemore 

It reads like a scene from the movie "Horrible Bosses." 
 

FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
23. U.S. To Keep 11 Aircraft Carriers To Show Sea Power 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 21 JAN 12) ... Lolita C. Baldor 

ABOARD THE USS ENTERPRISE — Defense Secretary Leon Panetta told Sailors aboard the country’s oldest aircraft carrier 
that the U.S. is committed to maintaining a fleet of 11 of the formidable warships despite budget pressures, in part to project sea power 
against Iran. 

 
24. Good Week For F-35 
STOVL Version Escapes Probation, Fix Found For Carrier Variant 
(DEFENSE NEWS 23 JAN 12) ... Dave Majumdar 

The year 2012 is starting off well for the Pentagon's tri-service F-35 Joint Strike Fighter (JSF), with Defense Secretary Leon 
Panetta not only taking the U.S. Marines' short take-off vertical landing (STOVL) variant off "probation," but also reaffirming his 
commitment to the program that he touts as vital to American operations in heavily contested areas. 

 
25. Lockheed Martin Sees More Global Interest In F-35 STOVL Variant 
(DEFENSE DAILY 23 JAN 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

Lockheed Martin is witnessing growing international interest in the short-takeoff and vertical landing (STOVL) variant of the F-
35 Joint Strike Fighter, a company official said last week. 

 
26. Panetta, Defense Industry Meet As Huge Cost Cuts Loom 
(REUTERS 20 JAN 12) ... Andrea Shalal-Esa 

WASHINGTON--Nearly 40 U.S. aerospace and defense industry executives met with Defense Secretary Leon Panetta in 
Washington on Friday amid signs that huge planned cuts in military spending are already squeezing industry profits and prompting 
layoffs. 

 
27. Can DoD Afford U.S. Navy’s Aircraft Vision? 
(DEFENSE NEWS 23 JAN 12) ... Dave Majumdar 

Even as the Pentagon struggles to balance the Tri-service F-35 Joint Strike Fighter (JSF) with a new U.S. Air Force bomber 
program, a Navy planning document envisions a new long-range surveillance-and-strike UAV by 2018, plus a host of new aircraft to 
replace the tactical fighter fleet. 
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28. USN Moves to Reduce IT Spending 
(DEFENSE NEWS 23 JAN 12) ... Nicole Blake Johnson 

Some U.S. Navy and Marine Corps commands this year have reduced cellphone costs by sharing minutes and others have 
purchased fewer BlackBerrys. 

 
29. ONR Railgun Program Office Gearing Up For Spring Evaluations 
(DEFENSE DAILY 23 JAN 12) ... Pat Host 

The Office of Naval Research (ONR) is gearing up for spring evaluations of its 30 megajoule electromagnetic railgun prototype, 
according its program official. 

 

BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
30. Navy: 'Culture Change' Needed To Solve Hampton Roads Transportation Woes 
(NEWPORT NEWS DAILY PRESS 22 JAN 12) ... Jon Cawley 

Navy Rear Adm. Tim Alexander dropped a potential bomb — pun intended — when he told a group of Hampton Roads 
transportation planners that a much-anticipated effort to widen Interstate 64 on the Peninsula could be a "mission killer" for the 
Yorktown Naval Weapons Station. 

 
31. Military Shift May Shield N.E. Jobs 
Technology needs expected to rise 
(BOSTON GLOBE 23 JAN 12) ... Bryan Bender 

WASHINGTON - A new military emphasis on air and naval power that President Obama is expected to advocate in his State of 
the Union address tomorrow could soften the blow of defense cuts on New England companies and research labs, according to 
lawmakers and defense analysts. 

 
32. USS Nautilus Crew Members Reflect On Launching Anniversary Of The Navy's First Nuclear 
Powered Submarine 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 20 JAN 12) ... Lt. Cmdr. Jennifer Cragg, Commander, Submarine Group 2 Public Affairs 

GROTON, Conn. -- Former crew members of the Historic Ship USS Nautilus (SSN 571) offered their reflections of serving 
aboard the U.S. Navy's first nuclear-powered submarine in advance of the 58th anniversary of its launching Jan. 21. 

 
33. Navy Reserve Unit To Move To New Airport Building 
(PITTSBURGH TRIBUNE-REVIEW 21 JAN 12) ... Tory N. Parrish 

A Navy Reserve unit's move from North Versailles to a new building at the Pittsburgh International Airport will expand the 
military presence there. 

 
34. Navy Annex Cornerstone Removal Begins Historical Building Demolition 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 20 JAN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Todd Frantom, Defense Media Activity - Navy 

ARLINGTON, Va. -- Contractors removed a cornerstone at Navy Annex Jan. 18, also known as The Federal Office Building No. 
2 (FOB 2), setting in motion the scheduled demise to an historical Navy building located near Arlington National Cemetery in 
Arlington, Va. 

 
35. Defense Minister, Okinawa Governor Remain Apart Over Base Relocation 
(KYODO NEWS 23 JAN 12) 

NAHA, Japan -- Japan's new defense minister, Naoki Tanaka, and Okinawa Gov. Hirokazu Nakaima remained apart Monday 
over a controversial plan to relocate the U.S. Marine Corps' Futenma Air Station within the prefecture. 

 
36. New Lejeune Water Report Raises Watchdog Hackles 
(JACKSONVILLE (NC) DAILY NEWS 21 JAN 12) ... Hope Hodge 

The release of a 180-page federal agency report detailing drinking water systems aboard Camp Lejeune but redacting information 
about active wells has raised the hackles of a number of military watchdogs. 

 

NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
37. Voting Program Ramps Up Outreach 
(NAVY TIMES 30 JAN 12) ... Karen Jowers 

If you’re waiting for that absentee ballot to arrive automatically in your mailbox like it did in 2008, think again — the law has 
changed. Many states require voters to submit a Federal Post Card Application again this year, “even if they’ve voted absentee in a 
recent election,” said Bob Carey, director of the Federal Voting Assistance Program. 
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38. Study To Determine Whether Costly Therapy Helps Severe TBI 
(NAVY TIMES 30 JAN 12) ... Patricia Kime 

A new military study aims to prove whether the costly psychotherapy practice known as cognitive rehabilitation therapy can 
effectively treat severe concussions. The Study of Cognitive Rehabilitation Effectiveness, or SCORE, trials, will determine whether 
CRT helps, and if so, which components work in each case and why. 

 
39. Disability Review 'Invites' Going To 75,000 Vets 
(AOL MILITARY UPDATE 21 JAN 12) ... Tom Philpott 

On combat patrol several years ago, a U.S. soldier suffered two attacks from improvised explosive devices in a 24-hour-period. 
The first one rattled him and killed his buddy. The second one blew him out of his vehicle and knocked him unconscious. 

 
40. VA Expands List Of Ships With Agent Orange Risk 
(NAVY TIMES 21 JAN 12) ... Patricia Kime 

The Veterans Affairs Department has added 47 vessels to its list of Navy and Coast Guard ships whose crews may have been 
exposed to the defoliant Agent Orange. 

 
41. USS Cole Families Mark Slow Grind Of Justice 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 19 JAN 12) ... Chantal Valery 

In a military court in Guantanamo, Abd al-Rahim al-Nashiri cast a glance at the relatives of the victims of the attack on the USS 
Cole, who mark justice's slow grind with growing impatience. 

 
42. Japan, U.S., Australia To Hold 1st Joint Aviation Training In Guam 
(KYODO NEWS 20 JAN 12) 

TOKYO -- Japan's Air Self-Defense Force said Friday it will conduct joint training with the U.S. and Australian air forces for the 
first time in February in Guam, in a move believed to be aimed at keeping in check the rise of the Chinese military in the Asia-Pacific 
region. 

 
43. Battleship Missouri Guns May Retire On Eastern Shore 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 23 JAN 12) ... Diane Tennant 

Alan Stanz became the visitor services manager at a wildlife refuge on the Eastern Shore in August 2009. 
 

44. Hurley's Passions Are Golf, Navy 
Former Naval officer is rookie on the PGA Tour 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 22 JAN 12) ... Tod Leonard 

It wouldn’t be completely accurate to say that Billy Hurley III didn’t touch his golf clubs for two years while serving on the Navy 
missile destroyer USS Chung-Hoon. His full bag was leaned into the corner of his officer’s stateroom, and in the rare down time, he 
gripped the sticks on occasion, just to remember what it felt like. 

 
45. Week In Review Jan. 14, 2012 - Jan. 20, 2012 
(YOUTUBE 20 JAN 12) ... U.S. Navy 

Welcome to this week's U.S. Navy multimedia production featuring selected images from around the fleet received during the 
week of Jan. 14, 2012-Jan 20, 2012. 

 

OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
46. DoD, Other Agencies, Must Embrace Consolidation 
(FEDERAL TIMES 23 JAN 12) ... Editorial 

The Defense Department is an information technology behemoth run amok: 772 data centers, 15,000 networks, 70,000 servers, 7 
million IT devices and 5,000 applications. It serves 3 million networked users and has an IT staff of 90,000 employees. 

 
47. Iran's Learning Curve 
Why we should take Tehran's threat to cut off the Strait of Hormuz seriously. 
(FOREIGN POLICY 20 JAN 12) ... Robert Haddick 

At a press conference this week, U.S. Defense Secretary Leon Panetta was asked again about U.S. preparations to prevent Iran 
from closing the Strait of Hormuz. Panetta's response was business-as-usual: "[W]e are not making any special steps at this point in 
order to deal with the situation. Why? Because, frankly, we are fully prepared to deal with that situation now." 
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48. Wrong To Expand Feres 
(NAVY TIMES 30 JAN 12) ... Editorial 

The Feres Doctrine, a 1950 Supreme Court ruling that bars active-duty troops from suing the government for negligence that is 
“incident to military service,” also bars family members from suing on behalf of troops who die through such negligence. 

 
49. Don’t Blame The Camera 
(NAVY TIMES 30 JAN 12) ... Editorial 

Two disturbing videos surfaced from the war zone in recent weeks. The first video shows four Marines urinating on dead Taliban 
soldiers. The second shows a group of men dressed like soldiers laughing as another man, in civilian clothes, beats a sheep to death 
with a metal baseball bat. 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Panetta, On Enterprise, Says Cuts Won't Weaken Navy 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 22 JAN 12) ... Corinne Reilly 

ABOARD THE AIRCRAFT CARRIER ENTERPRISE--
Defense Secretary Leon Panetta used his first visit to an 
aircraft carrier at sea to reassure the crew of the Norfolk-based 
Enterprise on Saturday that even as he prepares to cut billions 
in defense spending, America's Navy will remain healthy and 
strong. 

With the roar of jet engines at times drowning him out, 
Panetta vowed before nearly 2,000 Sailors gathered in the 
ship's hangar bay that he will maintain the Navy's carrier fleet 
at 11. He said that as the military downsizes, the Navy will 
only become more important because of its ability to project 
American power anywhere in the world, even on short notice. 

"We think it's right for our national defense," he said. 
Panetta flew aboard by helicopter just before noon. The 

50-year-old Enterprise and its crew, steaming roughly 100 
miles off the coast of Georgia, are preparing for the carrier's 
22nd and final deployment, to the Middle East this spring. 

Wearing a flight jacket, an Enterprise baseball cap and 
sneakers, Panetta began the visit by sharing lunch with 
enlisted Sailors, after which he visited the bridge. 

There the commanding officer, Capt. William Hamilton, 
explained the current training scenario: Posing as an enemy 
vessel, the Norfolk-based cruiser Normandy, allied with a 
made-up hostile nation named Garnet, was trailing close 
behind and beginning to show signs of aggression. 

A few minutes later, Panetta struck up a conversation with 
the young Sailor who was driving the ship, Seaman Chris 
McCarter. 

"Depending on how fast she's going, I can stop her on a 
dime if I need to," McCarter said. Panetta then asked about the 
ship's speed and whether Sailors had the ability to put the 
vessel on autopilot. McCarter explained that he could, but it's 
done only rarely - three times in his three years on board. 

"So you've got a driver's license, then?" Panetta joked. 

"Yes, sir," McCarter said, laughing. "I don't know if it 
covers aircraft carriers, though." 

After taking a turn at the helm, Panetta headed to the 
flight deck, where he watched 19- and 20-year-old Sailors 
launch and recover fighter jets - something he'd never seen 
before. 

After one arrested landing, he stood with his hands on 
hips, shaking his head. 

"Incredible," he said. "Just incredible." 
During his afternoon speech in the hangar bay, Panetta 

called the takeoffs and landings "a thrill I'll never forget." 
Then he thanked the crew members for their service, 

saying their efforts had played critical roles in many of world's 
greatest recent successes, including the death of Osama bin 
Laden, the degradation of al-Qaida, and regime changes across 
the Middle East. 

"You're making a difference for America," he said. 
In return, he offered a pledge that the cuts the Pentagon 

will unveil in the coming weeks - $490 billion over the next 
10 years - won't leave a hollowed-out force. 

While he said some Navy programs will face cuts and the 
military as a whole will come out smaller, it will also be more 
agile, more deployable and more technologically advanced, he 
said. It will remain capable of taking on any aggressor and 
focused on the Middle East, all while adding renewed focus in 
the Pacific. 

Speaking later to reporters, Panetta couldn't say whether 
that might eventually mean that one or more of the Navy's 
Atlantic-based carriers moves west, though he said no decision 
to that effect has been made so far. 

Asked how long he envisions maintaining 11 carriers, 
Panetta was less equivocal. 

"It's a long-term commitment," he said. 

Return to Index 
 

2. Navy Chief Affirms Key Role Of Pacific And Hawaii Bases 
Budget problems won't lead to longer deployments, he says 
(HONOLULU STAR-ADVERTISER 20 JAN 12) ... William Cole 

Chief of Naval Operations Adm. Jonathan W. Greenert 
said the Western Pacific is "priority one" for the Navy, and 
Hawaii "is a very strategic base." 

“I kind of call it the gateway to the Western Pacific,” said 
Greenert, who added that “the strategy is very clear — that we 
will balance our forces toward the Pacific.” 

Those elements “are pretty telling as to what our 
intentions will be,” Greenert said. 

The Navy’s top uniformed officer, in Hawaii for a change 
of command today at U.S. Pacific Fleet, spoke to and took 
questions from more than 500 Sailors at a standing-room only 
“all hands call” at Pearl Harbor’s Sharkey Theater on 
Thursday. 

He later took media questions. Adm. Patrick Walsh, head 
of the U.S. Pacific Fleet at Pearl Harbor, will retire following 
a 34-year Navy career after he passes the command to Adm. 
Cecil D. Haney. 

Greenert, who became chief of naval operations on Sept. 
23, told Sailors “we have deficits, we’ve got to deal with it,” 
but he refuted a report that naval deployments would jump to 
10 months. 

“That’s not the plan,” he said. For fiscal 2013 carrier 
strike group deployments are expected to average 6.5 months, 
amphibious ready groups seven months, and six months for 
submarines, Greenert said. 

In answer to media questions, Greenert said the Strait of 
Hormuz, the South China Sea and North Korea are concerns, 
but at the moment, tensions in the Strait of Hormuz and 
statements made by Iranian officials are at the top of the list. 

Greenert, a past deputy commander of U.S. Pacific Fleet, 
did say interactions with the Iranian navy have been 
“courteous, professional.” 

“They have complied with the international rules of the 
road, and I’m talking about the Iranian navy, not the Iranian 
Revolutionary Guard,” he said. 
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The USS Abraham Lincoln and USS Carl Vinson aircraft 
carrier strike groups are in the Middle East. Iran recently 
warned the United States not to send an aircraft carrier back 
into the Persian Gulf. 

Greenert did not reveal whether one of those strike groups 
will re-enter the gulf, a standard practice. 

“But I will tell you this,” he said. “We will not change our 
planning and our modus operandi in the Arabian Gulf (Persian 
Gulf or) North Arabian Sea.” 

Greenert told the Sailors that for those in the room, 
retirement benefits would not change. 

“You are in the retirement system that you joined, and 
that won’t change,” he said. 

The Defense Department will put together a commission 
longer term to study retirement, and Greenert said he expects 
Sailors to be surveyed to get input. 

Greenert said he doesn’t see “any desire to close” Pearl 
Harbor Naval Shipyard, which he called a “strategic, 
important shipyard here in the Pacific — which is a focus for 
this (new defense) strategy.” 

Return to Index 
 

3. Haney Takes Command Of Pacific Fleet 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 21 JAN 12) 

PEARL HARBOR, Hawaii — A new leader took over at 
the U.S. Pacific Fleet on Friday as Adm. Cecil Haney, former 
deputy of the U.S. Strategic Command, replaced Adm. Patrick 
Walsh, who is retiring. 

Haney, a former submarine squadron commander, told 
about 900 people at the change-of-command ceremony that he 
plans to build on the foundation Walsh nurtured as he takes 
over the helm in an area that stretches from the U.S. West 
Coast to the Indian Ocean. 

Haney said he will work with the other military services 
to support U.S. Pacific Command to enhance "maritime 
security and freedom of the seas with the talented men and 
women of Pacific Fleet and our allies and partners," according 
to a Pacific Fleet news release. 

He comes to Hawaii from Nebraska, where the Strategic 
Command is located at an air base outside Omaha. The 
Strategic Command has responsibility for the nation's nuclear 
forces, including long-range missiles carried aboard 
submarines and bombers, and land-based missiles capable of 
striking around the globe. 

Haney is taking over Pacific Fleet at a time when the 
military faces looming budget cuts yet the U.S. seeks to boost 
its security focus on the region. 

Walsh, speaking at the ceremony, warned that other 
nations are gauging U.S. commitment. 

"They are watching with keen interest the effect of the 
U.S. economic challenges, the strain of more than a decade of 
war on the Navy's ability to remain forward, to remain 
engaged and ready," he said. 

Walsh said he was sure the Navy would overcome these 
challenges. 

"We have faced austere economic cycles in the past," 
Walsh said. "And while the American public has kept faith 
with the Navy, they have not changed their view of our 
mission or their expectations of our response to crisis 
conditions." 

Earlier this month, the Obama administration unveiled a 
new defense strategy that seeks to enhance the U.S. presence 
in Asia because of the region's economic importance and 
China's rise as a military power. 

The Pacific Fleet includes 180 ships, nearly 2,000 aircraft 
and 125,000 Sailors, Marines and civilians. The command 
stretches from the U.S. West Coast to the Indian Ocean. 

Return to Index 
 

4. Some Sailors Chosen For Separation Might Be Eligible For Retirement Benefits 
(STARS AND STRIPES 23 JAN 12) ... Matthew M. Burke 

SASEBO NAVAL BASE, Japan — A small number of 
sailors chosen for separation from the Navy by the enlisted 
retention board could receive a lifeline in the form of 
retirement benefits after all, Navy officials have announced. 

Under a program known as the Temporary Early 
Retirement Authority, about 300 of the nearly 3,000 sailors 
who are facing separation in the fall will have a chance to 
apply for retirement benefits if they are scheduled to reach 15 
years of active service by Sept. 1, Navy officials said. 

If approved, sailors will receive all of the benefits 
afforded to a tenured sailor, such as medical and commissary 
privileges, and a reduced monthly stipend, said Chief LaRita 
Lawson, Strike Group Counselor for Expeditionary Strike 
Group Seven. 

Not all applications will necessarily be approved. 
However, interested sailors are required to forgo an 
involuntary separation pay severance, which is a lump sum 
based on years of service and pay rate. 

“Our Sailors have served honorably and our Navy is 
committed to doing all we can to help them and their families 

successfully transition to the civilian sector,” Master Chief 
Petty Officer of the Navy Rick West said in a Navy news 
release. “We have aggressively pursued the option to offer 
early retirement benefits to eligible Sailors since Temporary 
Early Retirement Authority was granted. This is the right thing 
to do, and it ensures we provide the strongest possible 
transition benefits to those who qualify for retirement under 
TERA.” 

The Navy Personnel Command will contact each eligible 
sailor or their command to inform them of the opportunity to 
apply, the release said. Interested sailors should request to 
remain in the Navy through Sept. 1 to allow time to process 
their application by emailing personnel command officials at 
pers-81@navy.mil and asking for a short-term extension with 
expedited processing and approval, according to a Navy 
Admin message. 

The command is now accepting requests. 
Once procedures have been established, extended sailors 

may be able to separate prior to Sept. 1 if approved and they 
have 15 years in service, according to the NAVADMIN. 
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Lawson, who has two sailors eligible in Strike Group 
Seven, stressed the benefits program is temporary and that 
sailors and their commands should not hesitate in applying. 

Approximately 3,000 E-4 to E-8 sailors in 31 overmanned 
ratings were chosen for separation by the board last fall to 
meet congressionally mandated force-strength quotas. The 
move condemned by the selected sailors and their families, 
and a petition was started calling for a White House review. 

Chief of Naval Operations Adm. Jonathan Greenert 
announced the plans to offer early retirement Jan. 19 during an 

All Hands Call at Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam, the Navy 
news release said. The authority was granted to the Defense 
Department in the National Defense Authorization Act, signed 
into law Dec. 31. 

More information on ERB transition assistance can be 
found on the NPC web page. 

For more information on benefits, Lawson suggested 
sailors look at the DOD and VA's eBenefits site. 

View NAVADMIN 025/12 

Return to Index 
 

5. U.S. Carrier In Gulf After Strait Of Hormuz Pass 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 23 JAN 12) 

The U.S. aircraft carrier USS Abraham Lincoln has 
passed through the Strait of Hormuz and is now in the Gulf, 
the Pentagon said, after Tehran threatened to close the 
strategic shipping route. 

"USS Abraham Lincoln ... completed a regular and 
routine transit of the Strait of Hormuz ... to conduct maritime 
security operations as scheduled," Pentagon spokesman Navy 
Captain John Kirby told AFP via email Sunday. 

"The transit was completed as previously scheduled and 
without incident." 

The carrier, which can have up to 80 planes and 
helicopters on board, was escorted by the guided-missile 
cruiser USS Cape St George and two destroyers. 

Earlier, Britain's Ministry of Defence said a British Royal 
Navy frigate and a French vessel had joined the carrier group 
to sail through the strategic waterway. 

While allied ships often participate in U.S. naval exercises 
and sometimes are part of joint naval flotillas, the presence of 
British and French ships seemed to be a message to Tehran 
about the West's resolve to keep the route open. 

"HMS Argyll and a French vessel joined a U.S. carrier 
group transiting through the Strait of Hormuz, to underline the 
unwavering international commitment to maintaining rights of 
passage under international law," said a spokesman from 
Britain's MoD. 

He said Britain maintained "a constant presence in the 
region as part of our enduring contribution to Gulf security." 

Iran's military and political leaders had warned they could 
close the strait -- a key transit route for global oil supplies -- if 

increased Western sanctions over Tehran's suspect nuclear 
program halt Iranian oil exports. 

The Islamic republic's navy had also warned it will react 
if the United States tried to redeploy one of its aircraft carriers 
to the waterway. 

Two of the 11 U.S. aircraft carriers are currently in the 
region. 

U.S. Defense Secretary Leon Panetta has repeatedly said 
that closing the strait would cross a "red line." 

Since then, Iran has tried to ease tensions, with Foreign 
Minister Ali Akbar Salehi saying last week that Tehran had 
never tried to close the strait. 

We want peace and stability in the region," Salehi said. 
The United States, France, Britain and Germany accuse 

Iran of seeking to build a nuclear bomb, but Tehran says its 
nuclear drive is peaceful. 

European Union foreign ministers meeting in Brussels on 
Monday are expected to agree to sanction Iran's central bank 
and announce an embargo on buying Iranian oil. 

The 27 EU foreign ministers look set to agree new 
measures against Tehran after having already frozen the assets 
of 433 firms and 113 individuals, as well as restricting trade 
and investment in the oil and gas industries. 

Also expected are bans on the sale of gold, diamonds and 
other precious metals to Iran and any delivery of newly minted 
coins and notes. 

With tensions on the rise, Israel, for its part, fears a 
nuclear-armed Iran would pose an existential threat to the 
Jewish state and has refused to rule out a resort to military 
action to pre-empt it. 

Return to Index 
 
 

CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
6. Exercise Helps Navy Emphasize Corps’ Sea Roots 
Bold Alligator To Give Marines Chance To Brush Up On Amphibious Skills 
(NAVY TIMES 30 JAN 12) ... William H. McMichael 

Amphibious warfare is supposed to be all about sending 
Marines ashore from the sea, lousy access be damned. 

Ten years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq have severely 
eroded that capability. With Iraq in the history books and 
Afghanistan gradually winding down, the Navy and the Corps 
want to reclaim their beach-storming specialties. 

The services will launch a reset of sorts with Bold 
Alligator 2012, the largest and most ambitious amphibious 
exercise held in at least a decade. The two-week event, which 
runs from Jan. 30 to Feb. 12 along the Atlantic coast, aims to 

“revitalize Navy/Marine Corps amphibious expeditionary 
tactics, techniques and procedures and reinvigorate its culture 
of conducting combined Navy/Marine Corps operations from 
the sea,” Navy officials said. 

It’s not going to be cheap — although, given two weeks 
to do so, Fleet Forces Command did not supply the overall 
cost of the exercise, saying it is too intertwined with 
concurrent training events. Nine amphibious ships — one of 
them French — are taking part, along with a destroyer, two 
cruisers and the aircraft carrier Enterprise. Also included are 
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Military Sealift Command ships, mine countermeasures ships, 
Navy Expeditionary Combat Command forces and the full 2nd 
Marine Expeditionary Brigade. 

The Challenge Of The Sea 
Former Navy amphibious leaders say it’s past time to put 

Navy-Marine Corps amphibious forces to the test. 
“If this is going to be one of our core capabilities, we 

need to get back and exercise it,” said retired Rear Adm. Terry 
McKnight, who commanded Task Force 151 and the 
amphibious assault ship Kearsarge. 

Learning to operate together and actually planning and 
launching forces from ships may seem downright exotic to 
those who’ve never taken part in amphibious operations. But 
the tasks were practiced routinely in the past, said retired Capt. 
Jan van Tol, a defense analyst for the Center for Strategic and 
Budgetary Assessments. 

“It’s exercising the basic skills that both Marines and the 
Navy, on the amphibious ships and on the amphibious 
planning squadrons … have to always train on to remain 
competent in,” van Tol said. “It’s sort of like maintaining 
carrier quals for pilots.” The Corps’ post-9/11 focus on land 
warfare has largely precluded consistent training in these 
areas. Van Tol, who commanded the amphibious assault ship 
Essex, said he believes there are “significant numbers” of 
young Marines, enlisted as well as officers, “who’ve never 
been on an amphibious ship. They’ve done their tours on 
land.” “There are senior Marine officers that have never truly 
embarked, and spent time thinking about how to operate from 
shipping,” said retired Vice Adm. Gordon Holder, who 
commanded Amphibi-ous Group 2 and the amphibious 
transport dock Austin. If they were embarked at some point 
over the past 10 years, he said, “they were just transported.” 
And if Marines are going to be flown rather than driven into 
com-bat, McKnight said, “What’s the purpose of having all 
these big-deck amphibs if you’re just going to send them 
empty?” 

Changing Priorities 
When former Defense Secretary Robert Gates announced 

in January 2011 his decision to cut the long-in-development 
Expeditionary Fighting Vehicle program and place the 
problematic Corps variant of the joint strike fighter on 
probation, it raised further questions about the Pentagon’s 
interest in amphibious capabilities — at least, assault from the 
sea. 

Gates tried to put such fears to rest. 
“This decision does not call into question the Marines’ 

amphibious assault mission,” Gates said, promising a “more 
affordable” plan to develop a cheaper assault vehicle and 
upgrades for the existing vehicle fleet. 

But a year earlier, Gates wondered aloud whether “it 
would be necessary or sensible to launch another amphibious 
landing” in an age in which advanced anti-ship missiles keep 
pushing the point at which Marines would be launched from 
Navy ships farther out to sea. 

Keeping Its Naval Niche 
Many agree that the Marines will not likely face another 

Iwo Jima, where 2,420 Marine casualties were recorded on the 
first day of the 1945 assault. Supporters, however, point to 
everything else amphibious forces have accomplished in 
recent years, citing operations ranging from disaster relief in 
Japan to air combat operations over Libya. 

Still, there’s great pressure to reduce defense spending 
and, possibly, to cut the Corps by more than the 20,000 
already planned beginning as soon as next year. 

“If the Marine Corps gets too small, you would have this 
discussion that says, ‘Why do we have a Marine Corps? Just 
make them part of the Army,’ ” Holder said. 

Holder, now a senior vice president with Booz Allen 
Hamilton, said the country needs an amphibiously capable 
Navy-Marine Corps team more than ever. 

“The Army doesn’t do what the Marine Corps does when 
it operates from the sea,” he said. “I don’t think anybody is 
looking for a force like we had in World War II. I think, 
though, it gives the nation that response force that can be 
ready … a ‘911’ force of medium weight that can be there and 
present.” The Pentagon’s Jan. 5 strategic guidance review did 
not mention the word “amphibious.” But although it lacks 
program details, it calls for ground forces that “will be 
responsive … and maintain the agility needed to remain 
prepared”; that have the ability to conduct limited stability 
operations; and a military that can conduct humanitarian, 
disaster relief and non-combatant evacuation operations — 
missions tailor-made for a fully equipped and manned 
expeditionary strike group. 

Bold Alligator aims to demonstrate amphibious force 
versatility. In a November blog entry, Fleet Forces chief Adm. 
John Harvey said the exercise “will be much more about 
demonstrating our uniquely Naval, [repeat] Naval, ability to 
establish a sea base and conduct and sustain a wide range of 
expeditionary operations from the sea.” Harvey, co-leading the 
exercise with Lt. Gen. Dennis Hejlik of Marine Corps Forces 
Command, wrote that expeditionary sea-basing is a proven 
capability today that was “amply demonstrated” during 2010’s 
earthquake relief operation in Haiti. But Bold Alligator, he 
said, “will be broader in nature and serve as an opportunity to 
test our ability to plan and execute these extensive operations 
with the forces we have today.” 

Return to Index 
 

7. USS Halsey Gives Aid to Yemeni Dhow 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 22 JAN 12) ... Combined Maritime Forces Public Affairs 

USS HALSEY, At Sea -- USS Halsey (DDG 97) 
responded to a call of distress from M/V Albrouj, a Yemeni 
dhow that was en route to Somalia from Yemen, while the 
U.S. ship was conducting helicopter operations in the Gulf of 
Aden, Jan. 19. 

The guided-missile destroyer Halsey, which was two 
hours away from the position of the dhow, immediately 
responded to the distress call. The Helicopter Anti-Submarine 
Squadron Light (HSL) 49 air crew quickly relayed the vessel's 

position to Halsey. The ship responded quickly. Upon arriving 
on the scene, the ship launched two rigid hull inflatable boats 
(RHIB's) to provide assistance. Two electricians from Halsey 
conducted an investigation along with Albrouj's boat engineer, 
and discovered a faulty alternator and four dead batteries. The 
ship provided the dhow with two batteries to allow the crew to 
safely continue their voyage to Somalia. 

"We quickly realized that the problem lay with the 
alternator and that the batteries were being drained extremely 
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fast," said Electrician's Mate 2nd Class (SW) Clinton D. 
Easley, one of the Halsey electricians who boarded the Yemen 
dhow. "By providing them with a couple of spare batteries that 
we had onboard, the problem was solved and the dhow was 
quickly on its way." 

"All mariners who sail the oceans should respond quickly 
to a fellow mariner's distress call. The sea can be an 
unforgiving place, when your vessel is adrift and without 
power," said Commodore Aage Buur Jensen from Commander 
Combined Task Force (CTF) 151. "I'm very pleased with the 
swift assistance that USS Halsey rendered on this occasion." 

Halsey is currently the flagship of CTF-151 conducting 
counter piracy and maritime security operations. 

Halsey has recently assumed the role of flagship to 
Commodore Aage Buur Jensen, Royal Danish navy and his 
multinational CTF-151 command staff. CTF-151 transferred 
command from the Pakistani navy who were stationed aboard 
the USS Kidd (DDG 100). 

CTF-151 is one of three task forces assigned to combined 
maritime forces. Established in February 2002, the Task 
Force's key mission is to conduct counter-piracy operations in 
the Red Sea, Gulf of Aden, Somali Basin, Arabian Sea and 
Indian Ocean. It protects and defends the legitimate use of the 
ocean by fisherman and merchants, and stands ready to assist 
any mariner in distress. 
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8. Seabees Team Makes History In Afghanistan 
In the rocky mountains of Helmand province the group from Port Hueneme becomes the first all-female 
team in Seabees history to take on and complete a construction project. 
(LOS ANGELES TIMES 22 JAN 12) ... Catherine Saillant 

It was an unusual job even for the Seabees, the U.S. 
Navy's construction forces trained to hold a hammer in one 
hand and a Beretta M9 in the other. 

First, the team selected to build barracks high in the 
mountains of Afghanistan consisted of eight women, who are 
all stationed at Naval Base Ventura County. And second, the 
women completed the job far ahead of schedule. 

Beating deadline made up for long days and freezing 
nights in tents without plumbing, building four 20-by-30-foot 
structures, said Gafayat Moradeyo, the mission commander. 
But when the women returned to Bagram air field, their 
Afghanistan base, they learned that they had nailed another 
achievement: a place in naval history. 

Military officials say they are the first all-female 
construction team to take on a construction job from start to 
finish in the Seabees' 70-year history. And they did it in record 
time in the barren rocky mountains of Helmand province, a 
Taliban stronghold and the focus of recent combat efforts. 

At first, the women had their doubts about the 
achievement. But after checking with military historians and 
naval museums, they confirmed their status, said Shelby 
Lutrey, 29, one of the builders. 

"It's definitely something to be proud of," she said. "There 
is nothing wrong with hard work and good results." 

The Seabees were created during World War II to fill a 
critical demand for construction workers who could also fight. 
Today, there are nine battalions operating out of two U.S. 
bases, deploying overseas to build airstrips, bridges, roads, 
living quarters, just about anything needed in a military 
operation. 

Women first joined the Seabees in 1972 and, 22 years 
later, earned the right to serve alongside their male 
counterparts in combat zones, said Russell Stewart, a 
spokesman with the U.S. Naval Mobile Construction Battalion 
Four. 

The team members have been deployed to Iraq and 
Afghanistan for years — some are on their third overseas 
tours. In mid-November, when the call went out for a team of 
Seabees to build barracks huts, the women put up their hands, 
Stewart said. 

There weren't a lot of male Seabees available at the time, 
and Moradeyo, from the Chicago area, saw it as an 
opportunity for the women to prove themselves. At Bagram 

air base, the mission commander gathered her team, laid out 
what needed to be done, assembled the building materials and 
packed a pallet of construction tools for the trip to Helmand 
province. 

Moradeyo and Lutrey, who are still in Afghanistan and 
were interviewed by phone, demurred when asked if they got 
any ribbing from their male counterparts. But Stewart, the 
Seabee spokesman, said that, initially, there was plenty of 
skepticism. 

"Unlike most times Seabees show up to a new location, 
this team was welcomed with rolling eyes and comments on 
the order of, 'Really, a group of girls?'" Stewart said. 

The builders reportedly changed minds in short order. 
Working 12-hour days, they agreed on site to double the size 
of their task, adding an operations center and a gym to the 
barracks already planned. 

Mornings were so cold that ice coated the piles of wood, 
soaking their gloves as they began throwing up the buildings. 
They took showers using freezing water pulled by bucket from 
a well. They ate rice and beans. They disposed of solid waste 
in a bag and then burned it in a pit, Lutrey said. 

"When you join the military, that's what you expect," said 
the native of Scottsdale, Ariz. "It might not be the most 
comfortable, but it's necessary." 

The women worked so well together that they finished the 
job, including installing electricity and utilities, in two weeks. 
It normally takes about three weeks to complete such a 
project, Seabees officials said. 

Lutrey chalked it up to a strong team spirit. They knew 
the post's soldiers had been living out of tents and mud huts, 
she said, and they wanted to prove the team's efficiency by 
quickly providing more comfortable shelter. 

"It was probably one of the smoothest builds I've done 
while in Afghanistan," said Lutrey, who's in her third year of 
service. "We had a lot of camaraderie. We pushed each other 
to get the job done." 

Besides Moradeyo and Lutrey, the work was completed 
by Kadisha Lee, Carla Diazcastillo, Amber Mann, Kacie 
Dunlavey, Jessica Vera and Shayla Miles. 

Will the team stay together? Not likely, Moradeyo said. 
Seabees, each with differing areas of expertise, rotate in and 
out of construction teams. Moradeyo, for instance, was on 
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another assignment in an undisclosed location last week with a 
different group of builders — one that included men. 

Though immune to the deprivations of working under 
austere conditions, she said stray thoughts of home enter her 

mind sometimes as she looks down at her cracked hands and 
dirt-rimmed nails. 

"I think, 'Oh my god, I need to get a manicure,'" she said. 
"And then I keep going." 

Return to Index 
 

9. Dry Dock Episode 7: Heavy Work 
(YOUTUBE 20 JAN 12) ... U.S. Navy 

Bringing it all back together. Take a look inside the larger 
aspects of the complex overhaul taking place aboard the 
aircraft carrier USS Nimitz (CVN 68) as it continues through 
its year-long maintenance. 

From the propellers to the anchors, "Dry Dock Episode 7: 
Heavy Work" gives you a front-row seat to the massive task of 
reassembling the mighty warship. 

View Clip (RT: 23:39) 
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10. Pope Benedict XVI Blesses Whidbey Island Sailors And Marines 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 20 JAN 12) ... Lt. j.g. Bree Dail, USS Whidbey Island Public Affairs 

ROME -- Twenty-three Sailors and Marines aboard 
amphibious dock landing ship USS Whidbey Island (LSD 41) 
received a blessing from Pope Benedict XVI during a visit to 
Rome Jan. 18. 

The group traveled from Naples to Rome to attend Pope 
Benedict's weekly Wednesday general audience at Vatican 
City. 

The pope welcomed groups from all over the world and 
then specifically mentioned the U.S. service members. "I also 
greet the group of Sailors and Marines from the United States 
and accord to you and your families God's abundant 
blessings." 

Regardless of their faith, Whidbey Island service 
members responded warmly to the Papal blessing. 

"My whole family is Catholic, and I am currently 
studying to fully enter the Catholic church, but I am the one 
who gets to see him before they do." said Hospital Corpsman 
3rd Class (FMF) George Serrano. "Seeing him give a shout-
out to the Sailors and Marines-it was just an awesome 
experience. Also, listening to him [greet a group] in Spanish-
that definitely made me feel like I was at home." 

"For someone who is not Catholic, it was still an 
overwhelming and an amazing thing to know that someone, 
such a high and popular person, is welcoming you in front of 
all these people," said Cpl. Weston Sherwood, from Whidbey 
Island's embarked 22nd Marine Expeditionary Unit. 

Following the general audience, service members toured 
St. Peter's Basilica and the excavations under the basilica, 
known as "The Scavi Tour,” which ended at the bones of St. 
Peter, the first pope of the Catholic church. 

Later, service members toured some of Rome's most 
famous sights, such as the Roman Forum, Coliseum, Santa 
Maria Sopra Minerva, the Pantheon and Piazza Navona. 

"Rome is probably one of the places I've been dreaming 
about visiting for a while," said Operations Specialist Seaman 
Sierra Spencer. "[This] ranks number one on the liberty ports 
we've visited." 

"It was one of those once-in-a-lifetime experiences," said 
Cpl. Evan Carrillo. "It was overwhelming at first, seeing all 
those sights, and all the history surrounding them. I still feel 
that sense of being overwhelmed. I'm going to have to look 
through all the pictures I took to be like, 'Oh yeah, yeah...I 
remember when we saw this or that'." 

After more than 300 days away from family and loved 
ones, the visit to Rome and the Vatican provided unforgettable 
moments for some Sailors and Marines. 

"I think the highlights of the visit for me would probably 
be a mix of seeing the Coliseum and seeing the Pope, because 
the Pope is such a huge figure in the world-one of the few 
people that everybody knows-and to actually see him in 
person, and hear him reading the Scriptures to the 
audience...that was pretty awesome," said Sgt. Renn Shaver. 
"And the Coliseum, because obviously I'm a Marine so of 
course I love that kind of stuff!" 

"It was the best experience in my life-truly amazing," said 
Serrano. "Out of all the ports we visited, this was the best one. 
The highlight for me was seeing the pope - you don't get a 
shout-out from the pope every day, right? It's not just some 
random guy saying, "Hey" or "God bless you,” you know? It's 
the pope! You don't go much higher than that." 

Whidbey Island deployed March 23, 2011 as part of the 
Bataan Amphibious Ready group. Whidbey Island has spent 
the past nine and a half months supporting maritime security 
operations and theater security cooperation efforts in the U.S. 
5th and 6th Fleet areas of responsibility. 
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11. Navy Operational Support Center Meridian Partners With National Guard 
(MERIDIAN (MS) STAR 20 JAN 12) ... Staff Sgt. Ed Staton and Penny Randall 

MERIDIAN — Although U.S. Air Force and Navy 
personnel may fly or swim to the beat of a different drummer, 
members of the Mississippi Air National Guard's 172d Airlift 
Wing and the state's U.S. Naval reserve unit are now working 
together and finding out how much they have in common. 

With the goal of benefitting from various aspects of joint 
training, the Flowood-based 172d Airlift Wing has signed a 
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with the U.S. Naval 
Reserve Navy Operational Support Center on board Naval Air 

Station Meridian to host Navy reservists for training at the 
National Guard base. 

The three-year agreement marks the second time these 
two organizations have partnered through an MOU. 

"This is a fantastic training experience outside the normal 
drill weekend," said Lt. Cmdr. Jay Adcock, commanding 
officer of Navy Operational Support Center Meridian. 

"It provides each participating reserve Sailor a unique 
training opportunity to hone their skills working in an 
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operational environment. This joint effort will assist the 172d 
Airlift Wing with mission accomplishment, and ensure 
reservists — Sailor and Soldier — are ready anytime and 
anywhere, should they be activated to full time duty." 

In what was described as a great pioneering and 
tremendous learning experience before, the Naval reserve unit 
trained with the unit at Thompson Field for several years in 
the mid-1990s. The initiative was initially spurned by the 
closure of the Navy reserves training center that was located 
only a few miles from the 172d AW's location. 

"Aviation is what it is and so is surface transportation and 
logistics," said Naval Reserve Commander, Capt. Eduardo V. 
Martinez. "It all comes to a common sense denominator. It's 
about people and saving lives and saving dollars. Mississippi 
is light years ahead of other states because we've already 
proven it can be done." 

The mutual benefits are also expressed by 172d Air Lift 
Wing commander, Brig. Gen. William J. Crisler Jr. who has 
received positive feedback from his staff members who have 
had Navy personnel augment their forces during a drill 
weekend. 

"The commander of our medical clinic told me to please 
let them come back," said Crisler who added he sees great 
value in the MOU agreement. "We've been doing this for a 
long time. We think this is a great training opportunity and it's 
an opportunity to further the joint concept." 

Along with creating more familiarity between the two 
services, combining the two forces eight months per year 
provides cost-saving measures. Many of the Navy reserve 
personnel selected to train at the 172d Airlift Wing live within 

easy commuting distance of Thompson Field. Therefore, they 
avoid having to make the 90-mile drive to Naval Air Station 
Meridian and the expense of per diem and lodging. 

As the signing of the MOU approached, Navy reservists 
had already begun augmenting Air National Guardsmen at 
Thompson Field. Twenty-five Navy personnel were at the air 
base the weekend that the partnership was signed and plans 
are in place to increase that number. Besides the benefits 
associated with attending drills close to home, Navy reservists 
say they have enjoyed the hospitality and the tremendous 
training environment found at the 172d. 

"It's a rewarding experience. We're getting hands-on 
training and finding out how many of their job tasks are 
equivalent to ours," said Navy reservist Petty Officer First 
Class Carl Randall. "We've had guys working with the air 
guardsmen in what I call their survival shop on flotation 
devices, in the medical clinic and more. These people have 
welcomed us and have helped us to get settled in and we 
appreciate that." 

With the economy dictating present and future cost-
saving measures being implemented throughout our military, 
there is a belief that this Mississippi based joint-training 
initiative will be recognized and modeled. 

"This will probably be the leading edge of technology and 
leadership," Capt. Martinez said. We had an inquiry from the 
North Carolina Guard in 1996 under the first MOU. They saw 
an article that had been written about us and they wanted to go 
ahead and mimic the same program. It was very successful in 
the past and we know how to take it to the future." 
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12. After Threats, Iran Plays Down U.S. Naval Moves 
(REUTERS 21 JAN 12) ... Robin Pomeroy and Hashem Kalantari 

Iran's Revolutionary Guard Corps said on Saturday it 
considered the likely return of U.S. warships to the Gulf part 
of routine activity, backing away from previous warnings to 
Washington not to re-enter the area. 

The statement may be seen as an effort to reduce tensions 
after Washington said it would respond if Iran made good on a 
threat to block the Strait of Hormuz - the vital shipping lane 
for oil exports from the Gulf. 

"U.S. warships and military forces have been in the 
Persian Gulf and the Middle East region for many years and 
their decision in relation to the dispatch of a new warship is 
not a new issue and it should be interpreted as part of their 
permanent presence," Revolutionary Guard Deputy 
Commander Hossein Salami told the official IRNA news 
agency. 

The apparently conciliatory comments may be a response 
to the European Union and Washington's rejection of Iran's 
declaration it was close to resuming negotiations with world 
powers and with the Pentagon saying it did not expect any 
challenge to its warships. 

Crude prices have spiked several times this year on fears 
diplomatic tensions could escalate to military clashes as well 
as uncertainty about the effect of sanctions on the oil market. 

Along with the EU, which is set to agree an embargo on 
Iranian oil next week, Washington hopes the sanctions will 

force Iran to suspend the nuclear activities it believes are 
aimed at making an atom bomb, a charge Tehran denies. 

There has been no U.S. aircraft carrier in the Gulf since 
the USS John C. Stennis left at the end of December at a time 
when the Revolutionary Guard was conducting naval 
maneuvers. 

On January 3, after U.S. President Barack Obama signed 
new sanctions aimed at stopping Iran's oil exports, Tehran told 
the Stennis not to return - an order interpreted by some 
observers in Iran and Washington as a blanket threat to any 
U.S. carriers. 

"I recommend and emphasize to the American carrier not 
to return to the Persian Gulf," Iran's army chief, Major General 
Ataollah Salehi, said at the time. "We are not in the habit of 
warning more than once." 

New Manoeuvres 
Washington says it will return to the Gulf and Defense 

Secretary Leon Panetta said any move to block Hormuz - 
through which around a third of the world's sea-borne traded 
oil passes - would be seen as a "red line," requiring a response. 

Citing operational security, the Pentagon will not say 
when the next carrier will return to the Gulf but officials say it 
is only a matter of time and they do not expect any problems. 

In the coming days or weeks, the Revolutionary Guard 
will begin new naval exercises in the Strait of Hormuz and the 
Gulf. Salami told IRNA these would go ahead as planned in 
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the Iranian month of Bahman which runs from January 21 to 
February 19. 

Iran has said it is ready to return to talks with world 
powers that stalled one year ago, but the West, concerned 
about Tehran's move of the most sensitive atomic work to a 
bomb-proof bunker, says it must first see a willingness from 
Tehran to address the nuclear issue. 

French President Nicolas Sarkozy said on Friday "time is 
running out" for a diplomatic solution and urged Russia and 
China to drop their opposition to sanctions on Iranian oil. 

Iran is OPEC's second biggest exporter and blocking its 
crude exports - through the EU embargo or U.S. moves to 
punish banks that trade with Iran - could have a devastating 
impact on its economy but there are no signs so far such 
pressure would force it to stop what it calls its peaceful 
nuclear rights. 
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13. Joint Chiefs Chairman Meets With Counterpart In Israel 
(NEW YORK TIMES 21 JAN 12) ... Isabel Kershner 

JERUSALEM — Gen. Martin E. Dempsey, chairman of 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff, called Friday for closer engagement 
between the United States and Israel during a short visit here 
at a time of tension over Iran’s nuclear program. 

The general's tight schedule of individual meetings with 
Israel's top military brass and political leaders on Thursday 
evening and Friday would have precluded lengthy, in-depth 
discussions, but Israeli analysts said that General Dempsey's 
presence here was enough to signal American solidarity with 
Israel while giving both sides an opportunity to air their 
differences on how to face the Iranian challenge. 

The meetings were closed and their contents were not 
revealed. But General Dempsey, on his first visit to Israel as 
military chief, was quoted in brief remarks released by the 
office of Israel’s defense minister as saying, “We have many 
interests in common in the region in this very dynamic time, 
and the more we can continue to engage each other, the better 
off we’ll all be.” 

The defense minister, Ehud Barak, replied, “There is 
never a dull moment, that I can promise you.” 

Israel says that a nuclear-armed Iran could pose an 
existential threat to Israel and a danger to the world order, and 
argues that if the world does not halt Iran’s nuclear drive by 
diplomacy and tough sanctions, military force should be used 
as a last resort. 

Though Iran continues to insist that its nuclear program is 
only for civilian purposes, Israel, the United States and much 
of the West are convinced that Iran is working to develop a 
weapons program. But Israel and its allies have differing 
perceptions of urgency over the issue, and there is no 
agreement on when the time for diplomacy and sanctions may 
be considered to have run out. The United States, Israel’s most 
important ally, has made it clear that it does not want Israel to 
carry out a pre-emptive, unilateral strike against Iran. 

Defense Secretary Leon E. Panetta has emphasized the 
necessity of working together, warning that a military strike 
could have severe economic consequences worldwide. 
General Dempsey told Reuters in November that Israel and the 
United States had different perspectives and expectations. 
Asked whether Israel would alert the United States ahead of 
time if it chose to go forward with military action, he said he 
did not know. 

After the release in November of a United Nations report 
cataloging suspected military activities in Iran’s nuclear 
program, a senior Israeli official said that a more aggressive 
sanctions regime would have to be imposed and start to prove 
itself within months. 

Israeli officials have cautiously praised American-led 
efforts to toughen sanctions against Iran’s central bank and oil 

trade, and Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said recently 
that Iran was beginning to “wobble.” But Mr. Netanyahu has 
also expressed concern over possible delays in imposing the 
kind of sanctions that might make Iran change course. 

On Monday, European Union foreign ministers are to 
convene to decide on the scope of sanctions but there has been 
talk of delaying an oil embargo by up to six months. 

During a visit to the Netherlands this week, Mr. 
Netanyahu impressed upon his interlocutors that the time for 
beefing up sanctions is now, according to Mark Regev, a 
spokesman, who accompanied the prime minister on his trip. 

General Dempsey began his visit here with an intimate 
dinner on Thursday evening at a restaurant in Jaffa with his 
counterpart, Lt. Gen. Benny Gantz, Israel’s military chief of 
staff. The men were joined by their wives. Early Friday, 
General Dempsey was greeted at Israeli military headquarters 
in Tel Aviv with an honor guard and held meetings with 
General Gantz and other senior commanders. 

The top generals “discussed military-to-military relations, 
the new U.S. defense strategy, budget and economic issues 
and regional security challenges,” Col. Dave Lapan, the 
Special Assistant for Public Affairs in the Office of the 
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, said in a statement. 

Other meetings were held with Mr. Netanyahu, Mr. Barak 
and Israel’s president, Shimon Peres. General Dempsey also 
visited Yad Vashem, Israel’s official Holocaust memorial, 
where he wrote in the visitors' book, “We are committed to 
ensuring that such a human tragedy never happens again.” He 
departed Israel before the onset of the Sabbath at sundown on 
Friday. 

Each of the meetings “reinforced the deep and special 
relationship shared by Israel and the U.S.,” Colonel Lapan 
said, and “served to advance a common understanding of the 
regional security environment.” 

Amid Iranian threats to close the Strait of Hormuz, a 
crucial waterway for oil supplies, there have been indications 
of efforts to calm the increasingly charged atmosphere and 
discourse. Israel and the United States agreed last week to 
postpone a major joint military exercise planned for the 
spring, and Mr. Barak told Israel’s Army Radio on Wednesday 
that any decision to attack Iran was “very far off.” Colonel 
Lapan said the sides agreed to hold the joint drill later in the 
year “to achieve a better training outcome.” 

Mr. Peres told General Dempsey on Friday that “Even 
today in a very complicated situation we can find a common 
ground. We have profound trust in your democratic system 
and your armed forces.” General Dempsey assured Mr. Peres 
that “America is your partner and we are honored to have you 
as a partner in that regard.” 
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Alex Fishman, the veteran military affairs analyst of the 
newspaper Yediot Aharonot, wrote in Friday’s issue that 
General Dempsey’s visit was “demonstrative,” adding, “It is 

intended to show the electorate in the United States that the 
Obama administration is the friendliest administration to Israel 
in the security realm.” 
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14. Iran's Gulf Smugglers Feel Blowback From Tensions 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 22 JAN 12) ... Brian Murphy 

KHASAB, Oman — By dawn, the unmarked speedboats 
from Iran pull into port. By dusk, they are racing back across 
the Strait of Hormuz loaded with smuggled consumer goods 
ranging from Chinese-made shoes to cut flowers from 
Holland. 

Even as sanctions squeeze Iran ever tighter, there's one 
clandestine route that remains open for business: A short sea 
corridor across the Persian Gulf connecting a rocky nub of 
Oman and the Iranian coast about 35 miles (60 kilometers) 
away. 

Yet even this established smugglers' path is now feeling 
the bite from the pressures on Iran over its nuclear program. 

Business is sharply down, the middlemen and boat crews 
say, as the slumping Iranian currency leaves fewer customers 
for the smuggled wares. At the same time, the risks of 
interception are higher as Iranian authorities step up patrols 
near the strategic oil tanker lanes at the mouth of the Gulf. 

The strait, which is the only access in and out of the Gulf, 
has been the scene of Cold War-style brinksmanship between 
Iran and the West after Tehran last month threatened to block 
the passageway for about one-sixth of the world's oil in 
retaliation for new U.S. sanctions. 

"We used to make two or three trips across every day. 
Now, it's maybe one," said an Iranian middleman, who gave 
only his first name Agheel to protect his identity from 
authorities in his homeland. 

He watched crews load up a pickup truck with bolts of 
fabric from Pakistan and table-size boxes of cut flowers from 
the Netherlands, before the trucks headed off through the 
treeless mountains to Khasab port. 

The operation smuggles in merchandise to avoid Iranian 
tariffs and to bring in American and European products that 
have disappeared from Iranian markets because of 
international sanctions. Experts note that the consumer items 
post no real challenge to efforts to block material with military 
or nuclear uses. 

"Still, it shows you can't close off all channels into Iran no 
matter how hard you try," said Paul Rogers, who follows 
security affairs at Bradford University in Britain. "People will 
find a way." 

On this side of the Gulf, the smugglers operate under a 
tacit tolerance from authorities, even though Oman and the 
United Arab Emirates are close U.S. allies and have pledged 
to enforce sanctions. The port lies in a sparsely populated 
peninsula enclave belonging to Oman but encircled on land by 
the UAE, a legacy of how the area was carved up in the final 
days of British rule here in the last century that resulted in 
Oman holding joint control with Iran over the strait. 

The goods are legally imported into the UAE and truck 
drivers take them across the border, paying the customary 50 
dirham ($13.50) entry fee, according to the smugglers 
interviewed by The Associated Press. In Khasab, the 
merchandise is taken to warehouses and then piled on the 
docks less than 100 yards (100 meters) from the port police 
headquarters. 

Omani authorities did not respond to requests for 
comment on the traffic. 

The Khasab speedboats are far from the only back 
channel into Iran. Drug traffickers easily cross the hinterland 
borders with Pakistan and Afghanistan, and black market 
networks stretch across the frontiers with Iraq and Turkey. 
Authorities in Iraq's Kurdish region have been under pressure 
for years to crack down on fuel trucks heading into Iran in 
violation of U.S. sanctions. 

But Khasab stands out for its openness and for lying on 
the highly sensitive Strait. 

A shipment arranged by the Iranian smuggler Agheel this 
week was done with practiced efficiency. 

A pickup truck backed into a wood-floored warehouse 
with hundreds of cases of cigarettes bundled three together 
and wrapped tightly in gray plastic weave — in total 3,000 
cigarettes under south Asian brands such as Ruby Menthol. 
The truck was soon sagging under the weight of boxes piled 
five high. 

Agheel did some quick calculations: Each three-case load 
cost him about $1,200 and he could sell them to merchants in 
Iran for the equivalent of about $1,350 under current exchange 
rates. The truck pulling out of the warehouse represented a 
potential return of about $4,500. 

"If we don't get caught," he added. 
The smugglers have their ways of avoiding Iranian 

authorities. 
Spotters off the coast — on the island of Qeshm and near 

the port of Bandar Abbas — call in coast guard movements to 
Khasab. The speedboat drivers keep close attention to the 
water conditions on the Strait and try to approach the Iranian 
coast just after sunset. The trip can take as little as 90 minutes 
in calm seas and up to four hours in rough water in the 
stripped down stripped-down 16-foot (five-meter) fiberglass 
boats. 

Agheel's truck passed through the Khasab customs station 
at midday and then down a strip of hardscrabble road. 

At the port — almost in the shadow of a Costa cruise ship 
making a day stop — dozens of boats were being packed and 
secured for the trip. There were no names or markings on the 
speedboats. But the items loaded on carried familiar logos: LG 
42-inch flatscreen TVs, Discovery Channel DVDs, Panasonic 
microwaves, Yamaha motorcycle parts. Also in the stacks 
were textiles, satellite dishes and Chinese-made clothes and 
shoes. 

One boat driver, who gave his name only as Aziz, had a 
breakfast of eggs, beans and Mountain Dew as he waited for 
the day's shipment to be loaded for the return run to Qeshm, a 
long arrow-shaped island near the Iranian coast and a main 
waystation for the smugglers. 

Months ago, he could make as many trips as possible 
because the merchants in Iran were demanding goods. 

But now the struggling Iranian rial — dragged down 
partly by U.S.-led sanctions that could target Iran's Central 
Bank — has put many things out of reach for Iranians, he said. 
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"No one wants to buy because the (rial) rate is not stable," 
he said. 

He also said the Iranian coastal patrols have been boosted 
amid the escalating tensions over the Strait. 

On Wednesday, U.S. Defense Secretary Leon Panetta said 
the American military is "fully prepared" to deal with any 
Iranian effort to close the waterway. Next month, Iran's 

powerful Revolutionary Guard plans naval exercises in the 
area. 

If spotted by patrols, Aziz said the two-man boat crews 
try to heave the goods overboard. They then must pay back the 
smuggling network, which can amount to thousands of dollars. 

But it's worth the risk, he said. 
"The situation is getting worse now," he said. "All the 

prices are up and Qeshm has nothing else" except smuggling. 
Return to Index 
 

15. Russia Hands Over Nerpa Submarine To India 
(INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE 23 JAN 12) 

Russia’s K-152 Nerpa nuclear-powered attack submarine 
has been handed over to the Indian Navy, a RIA Novosti 
correspondent reported Monday. In line with the contract 
worth over $900 million, the Project 971 Shchuka-B (NATO: 
Akula II) class sub has been leased to India’s Navy for ten 
years. It will be renamed the INS Chakra. 

The ceremony took place in the Far Eastern Primorye 
Territory. Russian submariners trained their Indian colleagues 
to steer the Nerpa in the Pacific Ocean. 

The event was attended by Indian Ambassador to Russia 
Ajai Malhotra, United Shipbuilding Corporation head Roman 
Trotsenko, Eastern Military District commander Admiral 
Konstantin Sidenko and other officials. 

The submarine’s displacement is 8,140/12,770 tonnes. Its 
maximum speed is 30 knots, maximum operating depth, 600 
m; its endurance is 100 days with a crew of 73. The vessel is 
armed with four 533mm torpedo tubes and four 650mm 
torpedo tubes. 

India has become the sixth operator of nuclear submarines 
in the world, after the U.S., Russia, France, Britain and China, 
though it previously leased another Russian submarine which 
was then returned. 

Twenty sailors died on the Nerpa in 2008 after the 
vessel’s fire-suppression systems were accidentally triggered 
during sea trials, releasing toxic gases. 
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16. Turkey Seeking Ballistic Missiles 
(DEFENSE NEWS 23 JAN 12) ... Burak Ege Bakdil and Umit Enginsoy 

ANKARA — Turkish plans to build ballistic missiles 
with a range of 2,500 kilometers within two years have stirred 
skepticism about whether the NATO ally needs or can develop 
this capability, Turkish officials said. 

Yucel Altinbasak, head of Turkey's state scientific 
research institute Tubitak, told reporters the decision to build 
these ballistic missiles was made at a recent meeting of the 
High Board of Technology and was "in line with a request 
from Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan" 

Tubitak already has produced and delivered to the Turkish 
military a missile with a range of 500 kilometers, Altinbasak 
said. 

In field tests, he said, this missile struck within 5 meters 
of the target. But last year, Tubitak said its missile range was 
only 185 kilometers. 

In the next phase of the program, the official said, Tubitak 
will test a 1,500-kilometer-range missile this year, then move 
toward the 2,500-kilometer goal. Building 2,500-kilometer 
missiles is a "realistic target for Turkey," Altinbasak said. 

But analysts voiced doubts about Turkey's ballistic 
ambitions. 

"Tubitak already has the technology to build the 185-
kilometer - stand-off munitions missiles. It may have reached 
the 500-kilometer range recently by diminishing the payload 
or by some other modifications. It is still dubious, however, 
how the tests for 500 kilometers went globally unnoticed," a 
missile technology expert said. 

A Middle East political expert said Turkey's decision to 
produce cruise and ballistic missiles is a change in threat and 
security perceptions. 

"Why would the Turks need these missiles? Where will 
they use them? Against which threats? It is also intriguing that 

Turkey, which seeks a modern air force with deterrent fire-
power, goes along the path many rogue states with no modern 
air force capabilities have gone," the expert said. 

Since 1997, Turkey has been a member of the Missile 
Technology Control Regime (MTCR), established in 1987 by 
Canada, France, Germany, Italy, Japan, Britain and the U.S. 
MTCR was created to curb the spread of unmanned delivery 
systems for nuclear weapons, specifically those that could 
carry at least 500 kilograms a distance of 300 kilometers. 

Experts agree MTCR has helped slow or stop several 
ballistic missile programs. Argentina, Egypt and Iraq 
abandoned their joint Condor II ballistic missile program. 
Brazil, South Africa, South 

Korea and Taiwan also shelved or eliminated missile or 
space launch vehicle programs. Some Eastern European 
countries, such as Poland and the Czech Republic, destroyed 
their ballistic missiles, in part, to better their chances of 
joining MTCR. 

But there is consensus that the regime has its limitations. 
India, Iran, North Korea and Pakistan (all nonmembers of 
MTCR) continue to advance their missile programs. All four 
countries, with varying degrees of foreign assistance, have 
deployed medium-range ballistic missiles that can travel more 
than 1,000 kilometers and are exploring missiles with much 
greater ranges. 

Turkey's announcement of ballistic missile production 
may ring alarm bells in countries that produce "the 
ingredients" for these missiles, the missile expert said. 

"From now on, Turkey may find it increasingly difficult 
to have access to some of the components it will need to 
achieve its missile ambitions," the expert said. 

Return to Index 
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PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
17. For Theodore Roosevelt Sailors, A Refueling Of Spirit 
(NEWPORT NEWS DAILY PRESS 21 JAN 12) ... Hugh Lessig 

NEWPORT NEWS--For Sailors of the USS Theodore 
Roosevelt, the aircraft carrier's mid-life overhaul at the 
Newport News shipyard isn't exactly the grand adventure they 
envisioned at the recruiter's office. Their job during the 
overhaul requires tedious work and attention to detail. 

This week, for a few welcome hours, attention shifted to 
crew itself, with a visit from Master Chief Petty Officer of the 
Navy Rick D. West. 

MCPON West – "mick-pon," in Navy parlance – dropped 
in Thursday and spent time with master chiefs, chiefs and 1st 
class petty officers. 

The importance of the visit -- arranged on fairly short 
notice after an invitation by the carrier's public affairs office – 
was not lost on the crew, who spoke of West in rock-star terms 
after a series of public and private visits. 

West is the 12th MCPON in the history of the service. He 
advises top Navy leaders on matters of importance to enlisted 
personnel and their families. Sailors are more likely to see him 
in a stadium or an auditorium, holding a microphone, his 
image projected on a big screen. 

But in Newport News, as one crew member said, he was 
"within breathing distance." 

"A lot of these kids don't realize they may never get to see 
another MCPON again," said Chief Petty Officer Josh Curry. 

West emphasized the importance of having mentors and 
being a mentor. He also stressed physical fitness – a natural 
for someone who gets up before sunrise with exercise on his 
mind. 

In a blustery Thursday afternoon, West gathered with 
crew members dressed in blue-and-gold workout gear on the 
exercise field behind Huntington Hall. West apologized for 
not having time to run with them, but he took the opportunity 
to deliver a pep talk as crew members surrounded him. 

"I have never, ever been satisfied," he said, his voice 
rising. "You always have to look for improvement." 

As the wind whipped through their ranks, he eyeballed a 
Sailor and cracked, "You're freezing aren't you? I got a 
sweatshirt – five bucks, it's yours. What am I saying? Twenty 
bucks, it's yours." 

Later, West said good mentors aren't important only when 
a ship is at sea, but also at times like a refueling overhaul. 

"This is one of the tough environments we ask our Sailors 
to be in," he said. "Actually going to sea, that's tough, but 
putting them in a shipyard environment, that's hard at all 
levels, from morale up to operations. You have to keep them 
focused. And that's why it's important for the group I had out 
here today – the chiefs, the deck plate leaders -- to be their 
mentors, to keep their head on a swivel." 

West remembers his first mentor. 
"My first senior chief on a submarine I was on — I'm 

friends with him to this day," he said. "I still seek advice from 
him to this day. Every Sailor needs somebody that's out there 
who's going to give them the truth." 

Senior Chief Petty Officer Andre Farrell said West 
connected with the crew. 

"To be honest, he's a down-to-earth guy," said Farrell, a 
21-year veteran. "He's all about the Sailors, all about big 
Navy." 

Farrell, 40, said he serves as an adviser to younger 
Sailors. 

"To be frank, I mentor 54 people, and I have 118 in my 
division who work directly for me," he said. "You can't make 
it far in the Navy without mentorship. You need someone you 
can go to talk to, to discuss your problems with. You need to 
know what the average Sailor is going through." 
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18. Online Records Ease Sailors' Selection Board Preparation 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 20 JAN 12) ... Navy Personnel Command Public Affairs 

MILLINGTON, Tenn. -- With the 2012 Navy-wide 
advancement exam for chief petty officer complete, first-class 
petty officers hoping to advance must now focus on reviewing 
their record and preparing a package for the board, officials 
said Jan. 20. 

"The advancement process for chief petty officer is two-
fold," said Navy Personnel Command (NPC) Force Master 
Chief (AW/SW/NAC) Jon Port. "Our first class petty officers 
must take an advancement exam and then, if they score high 
enough to become selection board eligible; their record will be 
reviewed by a selection board at Navy Personnel Command." 

Approximately 33,000 active duty and Reserve first class 
petty officers participate in the exam annually. Last year about 
20,500 first class petty officers were selection-board eligible 
and after a thorough review of the candidates records by a 
selection board of master chiefs and senior officers, 3,700 
active duty and Reserve Sailors were selected for chief. 

When the selection board convenes, its members are 
given quotas for each rate and a precept containing guidance 

on factors to consider when reviewing records from the 
candidates' official military personnel file (OMPF). It is up to 
the board to score each record based on those factors, which in 
the past has included leadership, education, personal and 
professional development, competency and skill expertise, 
overseas and arduous duty, and collateral duties. 

"Your record represents you before the selection board 
and that is why, if you want to be competitive for selection, 
you need to make sure your record is as complete as possible. 
Because if you have a college degree or a recent award or 
significant qualification and it is not in your record, the board 
isn't going to know it," said Port. 

Sailors should review their OMPF for completeness and 
accuracy. The OMPF consists of digital images of official 
documents amassed over the course of an individual's career 
by categories including fitness reports/performance 
evaluation, awards, professional history, personal data, orders, 
privileged information, and enlisted records. Sailors may 
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access their OMPF online by selecting "My Personnel Info" 
link on the NPC website at www.npc.navy.mil. 

"It is the responsibility of every Sailor to ensure their 
official military personnel file is up to date; they do this by 
regularly reviewing their official record to spot discrepancies 
or missing documentation," said Port. 

Sailors who find items missing from their OMPF or 
discrepancies may submit a letter to the board and include the 
missing document or explain discrepancies for the board to 
consider. Sailors can confirm their package has arrived by 
clicking on the "Selection Board Status" link on the NPC web 
site, or by calling the NPC Customer Service Center at 1-866-
U-ASK-NPC. 

Letters sent to a selection board for consideration will not 
be permanently added to a service member's OMPF. 
BUPERSINST 1070.27 outlines all items that should or 
should not be submitted by officer and enlisted personnel and 
how to submit those documents. 

Correspondence to the board for the Fiscal Year 2013 E-7 
Selection Board must be received by the NPC Customer 
Service Center by April 30 for the Reserve chief selection 
board and June 4 for active duty chief selection board. 
Communication to the board must originate from the 
individual candidate. Correspondence from the command to 
the president of the board will not be accepted or considered. 

Sailors may submit correspondence through traditional 
mail or by e-mail. Mailing instructions and detailed 
information can be found in NAVADMIN 349/11. The 
Reserve chief selection board convenes May 14. The active 
duty chief selection board convenes June 18. 

The active duty chief selection board is the largest 
selection board conducted in the Navy. The board typically 
lasts five weeks, with their results forwarded to the chief of 
naval personnel for final approval. 
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19. Learning And Development Roadmap Available For Command Senior Enlisted Leadership 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 20 JAN 12) ... Ed Barker, Naval Education and Training Command Public Affairs 

PENSACOLA, Fla. -- The Naval Education and Training 
Command (NETC) announced Jan. 20 the availability of the 
Learning and Development Roadmap (LaDR) for command 
master chiefs, command senior chiefs and chiefs of the boat 
(CMC/CSC/COB), posted on Navy Knowledge Online 
(NKO). 

"The senior enlisted LaDR was proposed at the Enlisted 
Board of Advisors Conference attended by fleet, force and 
flag CMCs," said Command Master Chief Greg Shaw 
(SS/DV), course manager for the CMC/COB Course at 
Command Leadership School, Newport, R.I. "The direction 
was to develop a product that would provide a path to 
command-level leadership and the means by which to get 
there." 

The working group, chartered to generate the 
CMC/CSC/COB LaDR included fleet and force master chiefs, 
was spearheaded by members from the CMC/COB course, 
CMC detailer and Senior Enlisted Academy. 

"The future is clear - we are tasked with working today's 
challenges and accomplish our mission with a smaller, more 
flexible force," said Master Chief Petty Officer of the Navy 
(MCPON)(SS/SW) Rick D. West. "I believe this new LaDR 
represents an important resource for that future, as we 
continue to promote the professional growth of our senior 
enlisted leaders and move them into new and even more 
important roles." 

The CMC/COB/CSC LaDR includes the following 
components: 

 Logical career progression from command senior 
chief to master chief petty officer of the Navy 

 Process for selection to a fleet, force or CMC for flag 
officer/general officer assignment 

 Job description and tour assignments 

 Master chief selection board checklist for command 
senior chiefs 

 Comprehensive list of Navy Credentialing 
Opportunities Online and United Services Military 
Apprenticeship Program certifications to pursue 

 Listing of Professional Military Education skills and 
training to pursue 

 Voluntary education recommendations 

 Comprehensive reference section 

LaDRs are fleet-focused products that provide guidance 
to Sailors along a learning and development continuum, 
starting with attributes on how to be a great Sailor, covering 
virtually every aspect of the Navy's enlisted work force. These 
rating-specific online guides assist in the Sailor's journey, 
explaining in detail what each Sailor needs to succeed at 
specific points in their career. The LaDRs include information 
about certifications embedded into the appropriate rank 
category for each rating that can help Sailors demonstrate their 
professional competency. 

"This basically completes the set, as the CMC/CSC/COB 
LaDR is the final category and pinnacle of the 86 available 
LaDRs," said Tom Smith, enlisted education coordinator for 
the Naval Education and Training Command. "Now LaDRs 
provide a complete, consistent and logical progression for all 
Sailors, beginning in recruit training and continuing up 
through master chief petty officer of the Navy. The roadmaps 
will be continually updated and remain the ultimate career 
reference tool." 

To obtain a copy of the CMC/CSC/COB LaDR, visit 
https://wwwa.nko.navy.mil/gear/library/download?document_
id=v4doc190300131 and open the .pdf file. 

For additional information about LaDRs, detailed in 
NAVADMIN 258-10, visit 
http://www.npc.navy.mil/ReferenceLibrary/Messages/. 
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20. Constitution Sailors Up For Renamed Ribbon 
(NAVY TIMES 22 JAN 12) ... Sam Fellman 

Old Ironsides sailors are about to get more chest candy. 
Sailors who’ve served aboard the historical frigate 
Constitution — at 214 years old, the world’s oldest 
commissioned warship — are eligible to receive the renamed 
Navy Ceremonial Duty ribbon. 

To earn it, a sailor must have served as one of the 70 crew 
members aboard Constitution for at least two years since May 
2001 and must meet a few other criteria, which were 
announced Jan. 17 in NAVADMIN 019/12 issued by Vice 
Adm. John Bird, director of Navy Staff. 

Constitution sailors must have completed all required 
qualifications through advanced interpretive historian; only E-

7 and above, as managers, are exempt from this qual. On top 
of this, you must have had a “successful tour,” according to 
the message — that means no problems on your personnel 
fitness assessment or with indebtedness. Plus, you can’t have 
gone to mast. 

Time waivers can be sought in cases for early transfers. 
Serving on Constitution isn’t the only route to this ribbon. 

Members of the Navy Ceremonial Guard in Washington, D.C., 
are eligible for their service on color guards, drill teams, firing 
parties and as casket bearers. But being an Old Ironsides 
deckhand sounds more swashbuckling. 
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21. No More Malpractice Lawsuits? 
Government Seeks New Limits On Troops’ Legal Rights 
(ARMY TIMES 30 JAN 12) ... Andrew Tilghman 

For decades, federal law has barred troops from suing the 
government for any injuries they suffer as a result of 
malpractice in military medical facilities, no matter how 
negligent or egregious the error. 

Now government lawyers in Florida are seeking to 
expand that restriction to include the spouses and children of 
service members. 

The case stems from a lawsuit filed by Jimmy German, a 
Navy aviation structural mechanic first class, who says his 
wife went to Naval Hospital Jacksonville, Fla., in October 
2008 complaining of a headache and the hospital failed to 
diagnose her symptoms as cerebral hemorrhaging. 

She suffered a catastrophic stroke and died in December 
2010, according to the lawsuit. 

The U.S. attorney for Florida’s Middle District is arguing 
that the suit should be dismissed regardless of whether Navy 
doctors made medical errors because troops should not be 
allowed to sue for negligent care provided to their dependents. 

That is a new and significantly expanded interpretation of 
a 1950 Supreme Court ruling called the Feres Doctrine, which 
bars troops from suing the government in most situations, 
legal experts say. 

The law was originally intended to shield the government 
from liability related to military service — for example, a 
commander ordering troops to maneuver in dangerous combat 
situations. 

But the U.S. legal system also has historically extended 
that restriction to stateside medical care, barring troops from 
suing if they are injured by a negligent doctor, even in 
garrison settings far removed from any battlefield. 

However, the government has settled many cases over the 
years based on injuries to military family members. In just the 
past few years, the government has annually settled several 
dozen military medical malpractice claims and lawsuits 
involving family members — a number of them filed by 
service members, records show. 

As recently as last August, for example, the federal 
government agreed to pay more than $2 million to settle a 
lawsuit filed by Army Staff Sgt. Adam Cloer, who said the 
medical staff at Blanchfield Army Community Hospital near 
Fort Campbell, Ky., failed to screen his wife for rectal cancer 
despite persistent symptoms. She died in May 2010. 

Legal experts say the argument by the U.S. attorney in 
Florida would end lawsuits like that one. 

“I am astonished that they would make this argument,” 
said Jonathan Turley, a law professor at George Washington 
University Law School who has written extensively about the 
Feres Doctrine and military medical malpractice. “This is a 
very clear effort to establish the rule that children and spouses 
are equally barred from tort recovery from negligence.” 
German is fighting the government’s motion to dismiss the 
case, arguing that his status as a service member is irrelevant 
because the injury was allegedly sustained by his civilian wife. 

A federal judge in Florida will rule on the government’s 
motion to dismiss the case before March. 

Charles Miller, a Justice Department spokesman in 
Washington, D.C., said the Florida case reflects the 
government’s current view of the Feres Doctrine. 

“The Feres bar is unique in that entitlement to the defense 
is determined by the status of the plaintiff rather than the 
status or function of the defendant,” he said. “As a general 
rule, the touchstone for the defense is whether the plaintiff is a 
member of the armed services and whether the injuries arose 
out of or were incident to that service.” Miller did not respond 
to further questions about whether this legal interpretation 
reflected a formal change that would affect cases nationwide. 

“We offer our deepest sympathy to Petty Officer Jimmy 
German and his family for any suffering they may be 
experiencing,” said Tammy Begasse a spokeswoman for 
Naval Hospital Jacksonville. Patient confidentiality laws 
prevented her from commenting further, she added. 

Critics say the Feres Doctrine harms the quality of 
medical care at military facilities because it shields them from 
lawsuits that create transparency and hold them accountable 
for mistakes. 

Sean Cronin, a former Navy officer and the Florida 
attorney representing German, suggested the new argument 
seeking to bar lawsuits linked to dependents may be an effort 
to reduce government spending. 

“That is a complete new assertion,” Cronin said in an 
interview. “I think it’s an effort to save money on otherwise 
meritorious claims.” Eugene Fidell, who teaches military law 
at Yale University, said the original Feres doctrine was never 
intended to protect military hospitals providing care to 
civilians. 
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“If the government can plausibly take a position like this, 
something is basically wrong,” Fidell said in an interview. 

“The outcome the government is arguing for is intolerable. If 
the government wins this motion, Congress has to step in.” 
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22. Navy: Portsmouth Doctor Led With Fear, Intimidation 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 21 JAN 12) ... Bill Sizemore 

It reads like a scene from the movie "Horrible Bosses." 
A Navy doctor who headed a medical command in 

Portsmouth for two years was found to have abused his 
authority by "leading with fear, intimidation, and retribution 
through tyrannical and capricious conduct," resulting in a 
hostile work environment. 

Capt. Bruce Cohen regularly berated his subordinates in 
public, threatened them and presided over a workplace infused 
with mistrust and fear, numerous witnesses said. 

Once, Cohen was reported to have said he was ready to 
behead a subordinate who had displeased him. On other 
occasions, he allegedly said of various staffers, "Fire them all, 
I'm sick of it" and "Line them up and shoot them." 

Despite these findings, the Navy awarded Cohen the 
Legion of Merit - the seventh-highest decoration in the 
hierarchy of military honors, ranking above the Bronze Star 
and the Purple Heart - for "exceptionally meritorious conduct" 
during his tenure as commanding officer of the Navy and 
Marine Corps Public Health Center from May 2009 to May 
2011. 

Housed at Portsmouth Naval Medical Center, the 
command's job is to ensure mission readiness through disease 
prevention and health promotion. 

The allegations against Cohen were substantiated in 
December 2010 by investigators for the Navy's medical 
inspector general. Their report was provided to The Virginian-
Pilot in response to an open-records request. 

Cohen denied making intimidating or belittling comments 
about his subordinates. "No, I am not a disciplinarian," he told 
investigators. "It was not in my nature to 'belittle.' I would talk 
with them privately." He merely expected his staff to be 
accountable, he said. 

He declined a request for comment. 
The investigators recommended that the Navy take 

"appropriate corrective action" against Cohen. 
Cohen is now assigned to the Navy Expeditionary 

Combat Command at Joint Expeditionary Base Little Creek-
Fort Story. Hugh Cox, a spokesman for the medical command, 
said the transfer was a regularly scheduled rotation. 

Capt. Cappy Surette, a spokesman for the Navy Bureau of 
Medicine and Surgery, said Cohen was counseled about his 
management style and opportunities for improvement. 

Asked how Cohen was entitled to the Legion of Merit, 
Surette said all facets of his performance during his tour in 
Portsmouth were taken into consideration. 

Surette said Cohen led an internal reorganization that 
resulted in a new business plan for the command; spearheaded 

the development of a five-year, $35 million support system for 
ill and wounded service members; established a system for 
dealing with public health emergencies such as a flu 
pandemic; and secured funding that led to the command being 
designated a center for toxicological analysis of emerging 
contaminants. 

The investigation of Cohen's management style was 
prompted by six anonymous and confidential complaints to a 
Navy hotline. 

Cohen was an "intimidator and likes to frighten people 
and berate them," one civilian employee wrote. 

Another complainant described a command climate 
"charged with mistrust and fear." 

"Please help, we are all afraid and need relief," a third 
wrote. 

The investigators found more detailed complaints in a 
September 2010 command climate survey. 

Cohen "has managed to bring this command to a new 
low," one 20-year staffer wrote. "There is intense abuse of 
authority." 

Another said inconsistent behavior by Cohen had infused 
the workplace with fear: "I feel like a dog; I don't know if I am 
going to get the pat on the head or the newspaper whack on 
my nose - others feel the same way." 

Another compared Cohen to Dr. Jekyll, saying he asserted 
his power by repeatedly creating an artificial "crisis du jour," 
keeping subordinates off kilter with his ever-changing 
demands. 

Still another called the workplace "the most dysfunctional 
command suite I've ever encountered" and said morale and 
productivity had suffered. 

Maybe Cohen is a good doctor, but he is not a good 
leader, one staffer wrote, calling him "a power hungry 
authoritarian." 

The result was "a total systems failure at the command 
suite level," another said. "We're bleeding out down here." 

Cohen has a medical degree from St. George's University 
in the Caribbean island nation of Grenada, according to a 
Navy online biography. He is board-certified in family 
practice, ambulatory care medicine, undersea medicine and 
clinical hyperbaric medicine. 

The command climate survey contained some positive 
comments about Cohen, the investigators wrote. But more 
than half of the command's leadership interviewed voiced 
concerns about abuse of authority and a hostile work 
environment. 
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FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
23. U.S. To Keep 11 Aircraft Carriers To Show Sea Power 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 21 JAN 12) ... Lolita C. Baldor 

ABOARD THE USS ENTERPRISE — Defense 
Secretary Leon Panetta told Sailors aboard the country’s 
oldest aircraft carrier that the U.S. is committed to maintaining 
a fleet of 11 of the formidable warships despite budget 
pressures, in part to project sea power against Iran. 

Panetta also told the crowd of 1,700 gathered in the 
hangar bay of the USS Enterprise that the ship is heading to 
the Persian Gulf region and will steam through the Strait of 
Hormuz in a direct message to Tehran. 

Iran has warned it will block the Strait, a major transit 
point for global oil supplies, and bluntly told the U.S. not to 
send carriers into the Gulf. The U.S. has said it would 
continue to deploy ships there. 

“That’s what this carrier is all about,” said Panetta. 
“That’s the reason we maintain a presence in the Middle East 
... We want them to know that we are fully prepared to deal 
with any contingency and it’s better for them to try to deal 
with us through diplomacy.” 

There was speculation that budget pressures would force 
the Pentagon to scale back the number of carriers, perhaps to 
10, and Panetta’s predecessor, Robert Gates, questioned 
maintaining 11 ships. 

But Congress has expressed strong support for the current 
U.S. carrier fleet and has passed a law requiring the Defense 
Department to maintain 11 of the ships. 

After his speech, Panetta told reporters traveling with him 
that the department will be looking for cuts in other areas. He 
added, “Our view is that the carriers, because of their 
presence, because of the power they represent, are a very 
important part of our ability to maintain power projection both 
in the Pacific and in the Middle East.” 

Keeping 11 of the warships, he said, “is a long-term 
commitment that the president wants to put in place.” 

Panetta’s remarks came amid the roar of fighter jets 
taking off and landing on the flight deck above, as the 
Enterprise conducted training operations about 100 nautical 
miles off the coast of Georgia. 

Known as the Big E, the warship and the other six ships 
in the carrier strike group will deploy to the Middle East in 
March. Its presence there will allow the U.S. to maintain two 
carrier strike groups in the Gulf region, where they can 
support battle operations in Afghanistan, anti-piracy efforts 
and other missions in the area. 

“The Big E is going to be an important symbol of that 
power in that part of the world,” said Panetta, whose tour of 

the ship included stops on the bridge and the flight deck, as 
fighter jets catapulted off the ship. 

This is Panetta’s first visit to a carrier during operations at 
sea. He was to spend the night on the ship. 

The decision to maintain 11 carrier groups, Panetta said, 
is part of the Defense Department’s five-year budget plan that 
will include $260 billion in savings. Overall, the Pentagon 
must come up with $487 billion over the next 10 years. 

The USS Enterprise, which is based in Norfolk, Va., was 
built 50 years ago as the first nuclear-powered carrier, and is 
now the oldest active duty ship in America’s Naval fleet. The 
ship’s upcoming deployment will be its 22nd and final tour, 
after which it is scheduled to be deactivated. 

It is being replaced by the USS Gerald R. Ford, which is 
the first in a new class of technologically advanced carriers. 
There will be about a 33-month gap before the Ford is 
commissioned, but Congress has granted a waiver allowing 
the Navy to drop to 10 carriers for that period of time. 

The Enterprise Carrier Strike Group includes the carrier 
itself, Carrier Air Wing 1, Destroyer Squadron 2, guided-
missile cruiser USS Vicksburg, guided-missile destroyers USS 
Porter, USS James E. Williams and USS Nitze. Together they 
carry more than 5,000 personnel, with about 4,500 of them on 
the USS Enterprise. The ship’s personnel include fewer than 
400 women. 

The air wing includes more than 50 aircraft, ranging from 
fighter jets and helicopters to electronic warfare aircraft. 

The USS Enterprise has had a long and storied career. In 
October 1962, it helped set up a blockade around Cuba during 
the Cuban missile crisis. The Big E, as the ship is called, also 
was dispatched to the North Arabian Sea after the Sept. 11 
attacks, unleashing more than 800,000 pounds of ordnance 
during the early days of the Afghanistan war. 

The White House is in the final stages of deciding specific 
cuts in the 2013 budget, which President Barack Obama will 
submit to Congress next month. 

A sweeping defense strategy Obama unveiled earlier is 
intended to guide the budget cutting decisions. The eight-page 
document contained no details about how broad concepts for 
reshaping the military — such as focusing more on Asia and 
less on Europe — will translate into troop or weapons cuts. 

The Army and Marine Corps are already planning 
substantial troop cuts and Panetta said last week that he will 
slash the number of Army brigades stationed in Europe from 
four to two. 
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24. Good Week For F-35 
STOVL Version Escapes Probation, Fix Found For Carrier Variant 
(DEFENSE NEWS 23 JAN 12) ... Dave Majumdar 

The year 2012 is starting off well for the Pentagon's tri-
service F-35 Joint Strike Fighter (JSF), with Defense Secretary 
Leon Panetta not only taking the U.S. Marines' short take-off 
vertical landing (STOVL) variant off "probation," but also 
reaffirming his commitment to the program that he touts as 
vital to American operations in heavily contested areas. 

'This fifth-generation fighter behind me is absolutely vital 
to maintaining our air superiority and it will enable the kind of 
vital operations that we need in anti-access environments," 
Panetta said before a crowd of Navy testers on Jan. 20 at 
Patuxent River, Md. "I want you all to know that as secretary 
of defense, my department is committed to the development of 
the F-35." 
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Panetta added that it is critical for the Pentagon and plane-
maker Lockheed Martin "to get it right" in developing the jet 

In little over a year since the F-35B was placed on 
"probation" by his predecessor, Robert Gates, for technical 
problems, Panetta said that the Marines' variant has made a lot 
of progress. "The STOVL variant, I believe, and all of us 
believe, [has made] sufficient progress so that as of today I am 
lifting the STOVL probation," Panetta said. 

But he cautioned, the program has "a long way to go." 
The Marines, who have been campaigning hard for their 

aircraft, are thrilled. 
"I welcome the Secretary of Defense's announcement 

removing the F-35B Lightning II from "probation" and 
granting it full status commensurate with the other two 
variants of the Joint Strike Fighter," Marine Corps 
Commandant Gen James Amos said in a statement. JSF 
program manager Vice. Adm. David Venlet, as well as 
managers at Lockheed Martin and Roll Royce also expressed 
their delight. 

Meanwhile, Lockheed has traced the potential problems 
in carrier landings experienced by the Navy's F-35C to the 
design of the air-craft's tailhook. 

Efforts to fix the problem on the F-35C are well 
underway, said Tom Burbage, Lockheed's program manager 
for the F-35 program. Like other warplanes, the single-engine 
stealth fighter will land on carriers by using its tailhook to 
catch arresting gear wires strung across the ship's deck 

"The good news is that it's fairly straightforward and 
isolated to the hook itself," Burbage said. "It doesn't have 
secondary effects going into the rest of the airplane." 

Moreover, the rest of the design of the tail-hook system, 
which includes the doors and bay that conceal the device and 
other ancillary hardware, is sound, Burbage said. 

"What we are trying to do is make sure that we got the 
actual design of the hook optimized so that it, in fact, 
repeatedly picks up the wire, as long the airplane puts itself in 
position to do that," he said. 

Besides the F35C, designed for carrier-based operations, 
the other F-35 variants include the F35A, designed for the 
U.S. Air Force, and the Marines' F-35B. 

A preliminary review of the F-35C tailhook has been 
completed in conjunction with the Naval Air Systems 
Command and the Pentagon's F-35 Joint Program Office. 

Burbage said the hook system is being modified in 
accordance with new test data "We're modifying the hook to 
accommodate what we found so far in test," he said. 'The new 
parts, we expect to have them back in the next couple of 
months." 

Tests with the newly modified tailhook should start at 
Lakehurst, N.J., in the second quarter of this year, Burbage 
said. That will give the F-35 program another set of data to 
study to ensure the new design works as promised. 

However, until those tests are done, there is no ironclad 
guarantee that the redesign of the tailhook will work. But 
Burbage said he is confident the modified design will be 
successful. 

"The big test for this airplane is not until the summer 
of'13, when we take the Navy jet out to the big deck carrier 
and do actual traps at sea," Burbage said. 

He dismisses claims that the F-35C will be unable to land 
on a carrier. 

'That's patently not true," he said. 

Richard Aboulafia, an analyst at the Teal Group, Fairfax, 
Va., said the claim that the F 35C could never land on a ship 
was always highly dubious. 

"This does not appear to be a killer problem," Aboulafia 
said. 

Flight testing is designed to uncover and fix problems 
with a new aircraft, Aboulafia said. "This is the kind of 
problem that might come out during the flight testing of a 
carrier-based plane," he said. From Page 8 

The problem with the plane's tailhook arose in the first 
place because of the inherent constraints of building a stealth 
fighter, Burbage said. The F-35 is the first naval stealth fighter 
and as such, Lockheed had the unique challenge of designing 
the jet with a tailhook that has to be concealed when it's not 
being used. 

Because the tailhook has to fit within the outer mold line 
of the F35, the device had to be fitted farther forward on the 
jet's ventral surface than on other naval aircraft, Burbage said. 
The' result is that the hook behaves differently than on 
previous carrier-based fighters, such as the F/A-18. 

In an ideal world, an arresting hook will catch a wire 100 
percent of the lime. However, in the real world, that doesn't 
happen due to various dynamic forces, the veteran former 
Navy test pilot said. 

In the case of the F-35, one of those dynamic forces 
includes the way the wires react when the jet passes over 
them, in a sine wave pat-tern, Burbage said. 

"The time differential between when the main gear rolls 
over the cable and the time the hook picks up the cable on a 
more conventional airplane, there is more time for that wave 
to damp out," he said. "lit the case of the F-35, one of our 
design constraints is that hook just has to be closer to the main 
landing gear than on a conventional aircraft because of the 
requirement to hide it inside the airplane." 

Another factor that affects landing on a carrier is the sheer 
force of the impact. Unlike conventional land-based aircraft, 
naval aircraft don't flare on landing. While the landing is on a 
more precise spot, it causes the tailhook to oscillate vertically, 
which increases the chances that it won't catch a wire, Burbage 
said. The dampening of that motion on the F-35 has to be 
tweaked, he said. 

The shape of the hook itself also has an effect on the 
probability of catching a wire, he added. All of these factors 
are being tweaked to increase the chances that the F-35C will 
catch a wire on a carrier's deck 

"We're doing a redesign of the hook to in-crease the 
probability the hook will engage the wire a high percentage of 
the time," Burbage said. 

Lockheed also has found a way to fix the F-35's fuel 
dump system, eliminating a potential fire hazard, a top 
company official said. 

"We expect to have that configuration change back in the 
test airplane early this year," Burbage said. "The permanent 
modification that will go into all the production air-planes will 
be tested by the second quarter of this year." 

The current test aircraft fleet has an interim solution 
installed, he said. 

In conventional aircraft, fuel can be dumped through a 
mast that ejects it away from the air-craft's surfaces. But to 
keep the F-35 stealthy, the design pumped fuel out forcefully 
from a valve that is flush with the wing, Burbage said. This 
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allows a portion of dumped fuel to move back toward the 
aircraft's structure. 

On the F-35B, in particular, the fuel could flow too close 
to the roll-post ducts, part of the plane's short-takeoff-and-
vertical-landing system, and potentially ignite. 

The problem rune to light in a November re-port to acting 
DoD procurement czar Frank Kendall compiled by the 
Defense Department's top operational tester, J. Michael 
Gilmore. 

Another issue is that that F-35's transonic acceleration 
also may not meet the original requirements, Burbage said. 

"Based on the original spec, all three of the airplanes are 
challenged by that spec," he said. "The cross-sectional area of 
the airplane with the internal weapons bays is quite a bit 
bigger than the airplanes we're replacing." 

The sharp rise in wave drag at speeds between Mach 0.8 
and Mach 1.2 is one of the most challenging areas for 
engineers to conquer. And the F-35's relatively large cross-
sectional area means that the jet can't quite match its 
predecessors. 

"We're dealing with the laws of physics. You have an 
airplane that's a certain size, you have a wing that's a certain 
size, you have an engine that's a certain size, and that basically 
deter-mines your acceleration characteristics," Burbage said. 
"I think the biggest question is: Are the acceleration 
characteristics of the air-plane operationally suitable?" 

Gilmore's report says the Navy's carrier model, which has 
larger wing and tail surfaces, is not meeting requirements for 
acceleration. The report doesn't say whether the F-35A and F-
35B have hit similar snags. 

Analyst Aboulafia said that revelation is not particularly 
surprising: "It's a strike fighter. It's not an interceptor, it's not 
an F-22." 

It is unclear if additional engine power could boost 
acceleration in the difficult transonic regime. So far, doubts 
about the aircraft's aerodynamic performance haven't 
diminished Lockheed's sales prospects, Aboulafia said. 

The F-35 transonic acceleration specifications were 
written based on clean-configuration F-16 Fighting Falcon and 
F/A-18 Hornet fighters, Burbage said. 

But unlike the Hornet or the F-16, the F-35 has the same 
configuration unloaded as it does loaded with weapons and 
fuel, Burbage said. When an F/A-18 or F-16 is encumbered 
with weapons, pylons and fuel tanks, those jets are robbed of 
much of their performance. 

"What is different is that this airplane has acceleration 
characteristics with a combat load that no other airplane has, 
because we carry a combat load internally," Burbage said, the 
Air Force's F-22 Raptor notwithstanding. 

Even fully loaded, the F-35's performance doesn't change 
from its unencumbered con-figuration, he said 

In the high subsonic range between Mach 0.6 to Mach 
0.9, where the majority of air combat occurs, the F-35's 
acceleration is better than al-most anything flying. 

Thus far, Lockheed has not had issues with the plane's 
acceleration, Burbage said. Discussions are underway about 
whether those original specifications are relevant, given the 
jet's acceleration in a combat configuration, Burbage added. 

View Clip (RT: 3:59) 
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25. Lockheed Martin Sees More Global Interest In F-35 STOVL Variant 
(DEFENSE DAILY 23 JAN 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

Lockheed Martin is witnessing growing international 
interest in the short-takeoff and vertical landing (STOVL) 
variant of the F-35 Joint Strike Fighter, a company official 
said last week. 

Steve O'Bryan, the company's F-35 vice president for 
program integration and business development, said more 
nations are expressing interest in the F-35B but did not 
identify them by name. 

"We have more interest in the F-35B from different 
countries," O'Bryan said. "We continue to answer those 
requests for information.” 

O'Bryan was speaking to reporters during a conference 
call shortly after the program got a major boost from Defense 
Secretary Leon Panetta, who announced Friday that the F-
35B, which is being procured by the U.S. Marine Corps, was 
being removed from probation one year early. 

There are several international partners on the F-35 
program. The United Kingdom is a top partner, while tier two 
and three countries are Italy, Netherlands, Turkey, Canada, 
Australia, Denmark and Norway. 

The program has gotten significant support from other 
countries as well. Japan in December chose the F-35 as its 
next generation fighter over Boeing's rival F/A-18 Super 
Hornet. Israel has selected the F-35, and South Korea is also 
considering the Joint Strike Fighter. 

The F-35B, however, took a blow last year when the 
United Kingdom switched from buying that variant to the F-
35C, which is designed to operate off large aircraft carriers 
and is being bought by the U.S. Navy. 

Despite the progress being made in resolving the F-35B's 
problems, London has shown no signs reverting to the STOVL 
variant, O'Bryan said. 

"We've seen no change or indications of change," he said. 
Panetta's predecessor Robert Gates put the F-35B 

program on a two-year probationary program a year ago, 
slowing the acquisition process to give more time to work out 
problems associated with STOVL. Had the program not made 
adequate progress in resolving the challenges, it faced possible 
cancellation. 
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26. Panetta, Defense Industry Meet As Huge Cost Cuts Loom 
(REUTERS 20 JAN 12) ... Andrea Shalal-Esa 

WASHINGTON--Nearly 40 U.S. aerospace and defense 
industry executives met with Defense Secretary Leon Panetta 
in Washington on Friday amid signs that huge planned cuts in 

military spending are already squeezing industry profits and 
prompting layoffs. 

Panetta underscored his commitment to safeguarding the 
U.S. defense industrial base during a visit to a Maryland naval 
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facility earlier on Friday where he strongly backed the Marine 
Corps version of Lockheed Martin Corp's F-35 fighter jet. 

"We have to protect our research and development 
capability and we have to protect our industrial base," Panetta 
said. "If we cut back on that industrial base, it will weaken us 
for the future." 

But top defense officials say there is no doubt there will 
be tough consequences for some companies as the Pentagon 
slashes spending by $487 billion over the next decade. 

Dozens of weapons programs face termination or big 
cutbacks in the fiscal 2013 budget and a five-year plan to be 
submitted to Congress on February 6, defense officials say. 

Panetta is due to preview the highlights at a Pentagon 
news conference next week, but aides said he did not plan to 
reveal many details during his second meeting with aerospace 
and defense industry chief executives since taking office in 
July. 

"It won't exactly be a bloodbath, but $487 billion is a lot 
of money to cut," said one senior defense official. That 
number could double unless Congress and the White House 
find a way to avert automatic cuts triggered by lawmakers' 
failure to find $1.2 trillion in cuts to federal spending. 

The Aerospace Industries Association, National Defense 
Industrial Association and Professional Services Council 
warned Panetta in a recent report on the industrial base that 
even the smaller cuts "could cripple certain defense sectors." 

Unless the Pentagon took steps to change the "way it 
interacts with industry," the cuts would reduce innovation, 
spark further layoffs, curtail investment and trigger 
consolidation and divestment, especially among small- to mid-
sized companies, the report said. 

Continuing uncertainty had already resulted in the loss of 
thousands of jobs and reduced investment, it said, and the 
situation threatened to get far worse. 

Growing Tension About Contract Terms 
Industry executives say they appreciate Panetta's openness 

and willingness to engage with industry, but the report 
underscored growing concern about Pentagon moves to cut 
overhead cuts, extract cost data on commercial-type contracts 
and shift risk for development of new programs to companies. 

"There's certainly some tension between the Pentagon's 
approach and that of industry," said a second senior defense 
official, noting that industry executives seem increasingly 
driven by pressure to "increase shareholder value." 

That pressure has already prompted some changes in the 
industry. Last year, for instance, Northrop Grumman Corp 
spun off its shipbuilding unit into a new firm, Huntington 
Ingalls Industries; L-3 Communications Holdings is spinning 
off its government services segment; and ITT Corp spun off 
its defense business. 

Heidi Wood, top defense industry analyst with Morgan 
Stanley, said a review of the terms of recently signed contracts 
with industry confirmed that the Pentagon was increasingly 
imposing "draconian" new contracting terms. 

Lockheed raised concerns about the amount of risk it was 
being asked to bear on the F-35 Joint Strike Fighter, while 
Boeing reluctantly accepted "a near zero margin" fixed price 
contract to develop a new refueling tanker, Wood wrote in an 
analyst report this week 

She said Huntington Ingalls had revealed in its third 
quarter earnings that the Pentagon had withheld funds, Boeing 
had conceded that its new five-year contract for F/A-18 fighter 
planes had less than half its previous margins; and contractors 
were being asked to surrender their commercial cost 
structures. 

Mike Petters, chief executive of Huntington Ingalls, last 
week told Reuters his company is working closely with the 
U.S. Navy to wring costs out of shipbuilding, but said the 
Pentagon needed to avoid delays in orders, which would drive 
up prices. 

He underscored concerns raised by the trade groups about 
the Pentagon's push to make industry shoulder more of the risk 
of new development programs, noting that companies had to 
see sufficient return on investment, or they would back off, 
while defense officials were driven by budget pressures. 

"We've got to work our way through this," he said. "As 
tight as the money is today, it's going to be tighter in five 
years." 

Wes Bush, chief executive of Northrop Grumman Corp, 
lauded Panetta for his honesty and leadership at a difficult 
time, and noting that both sides were working hard to make 
weapons systems more affordable. 

"That is the place we're all working toward," Bush told 
Reuters after unveiling a $2 million project with 
Conservational International aimed at getting more young 
people interested in careers in science, technology, 
engineering and math. 
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27. Can DoD Afford U.S. Navy’s Aircraft Vision? 
(DEFENSE NEWS 23 JAN 12) ... Dave Majumdar 

Even as the Pentagon struggles to balance the Tri-service 
F-35 Joint Strike Fighter (JSF) with a new U.S. Air Force 
bomber program, a Navy planning document envisions a new 
long-range surveillance-and-strike UAV by 2018, plus a host 
of new aircraft to replace the tactical fighter fleet. 

But analysts wonder how the Pentagon will fund Naval 
Aviation Vision 2012. DoD is already grappling with a $487 
billion cut in planned spending, juggling funds to pay for the 
F-35, and trying to figure out how to fund a new stealth 
bomber for the Air Force. 

Analysts like Mark Gunzinger, at the Center for Strategic 
and Budgetary Assessments in Washington, said that the Air 
Force's bomber and Navy's Unmanned Carrier Launched 
Surveillance and Strike (UCLASS) aircraft are essential if the 

U.S. needs to defeat emerging anti-access threats in the Pacific 
and Arabian Gulf. 

But other analysts doubt there is enough money to pay for 
any new aircraft program, much less to fulfill the Navy's plan 
to replace the F/A-18E/F Super Hornet around 2025 and 
replace the EA-18G electronic attack version of the aircraft by 
2032. 

Despite a presidential endorsement — the bomber was the 
only new weapon mentioned by name in the recent defense 
strategy document — analysts said the Pentagon can't afford it 
anytime soon. 

"It’s still a budget-buster," Richard Aboulafia, an analyst 
with the Teal Group, Fairfax, Va., said of the new bomber. 
"The strategic shift in-creases its chances of survival as an 
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R&D [re-search and development) line, but the idea of this 
suddenly becoming a new $50-plus-billion program in this 
budget environment strains credibility." 

The Air Force has already started to pay for researching 
the new bomber. The 2012 budget includes $197 million for 
the program, while the Future Years Defense Program (FYDP) 
in-chides $3.7 billion for the new aircraft. 

"That looked like a pool of cash just waiting to be 
drained, just a bill-payer for TacAir" — that is, fighter jets, 
Aboulafia said. "But the strategic shift will probably keep the 
program going." 

Economic recovery might help the bomber eventually, he 
said. 

"If we return to happier budget times, you could see 
significant numbers in the next decade, but not this one," 
Aboulafia said. 

Further, actions taken by Congress under the so-called 
sequestration budget maneuver or the forthcoming presidential 
election could derail the Air Force's plans, said Loren 
Thompson, an analyst at the Lexington Institute, Arlington, 
Va. 

But "as a percentage of the defense budget, it should be 
possible to build a next-generation bomber," he said. "A 
country shifting to the Pacific really needs a modern long-
range strike system." 

Navy Plans 
Thompson called the Navy's aviation plans overly 

ambitious and unrealistic. 
"Obviously, the Navy needs a replacement for the Super 

Hornet sometime," he said. "Clearly this is not realistic, given 
its other spending priorities." 

Aboulafia said the UCLASS would not only be 
unaffordable, but perhaps ineffective. "The idea of a high-

value strategic asset being unmanned is extremely flawed," he 
said. Such an aircraft couldn't do several key types of missions 
— particularly nuclear strikes — that a manned asset could 
perform. Moreover, the cost of adding a pilot is comparatively 
negligible, Aboulafia said. 

"You're also getting well into the potentially devastating 
loss category," he said. "RQ-170 was bad; this would be 
several dozen times as bad." 

Except in the case of long-range high-altitude unmanned 
aircraft, the idea of a long-range penetrating strike drone is 
looking less than promising, Aboulafia said. 

"That's borderline brain-dead," he said 
Thompson largely concurred, calling unmanned aircraft a 

-niche capability that can't fully replace manned aircraft. 
In the current budget climate, the only way the Navy 

could afford U CLASS or a Super Hornet replacement is at the 
expense of the F-35. 

"For the Navy to get that kind of money, they'd have to 
completely abandon the JSF," Aboulafia said. "I'm sure there 
are people in the Navy that would like that to happen" 

In the past, Navy leaders have publically reaffirmed their 
commitment to the F-35 program.  

Gunzinger said that a very stealthy unmanned aircraft 
would have two to three times the range of a manned aircraft, 
which would give carriers a huge punch in an anti-access 
threat environment. 

"I think you get tremendous range by removing the pilot 
and building a missile," Aboulafia countered. 

Thompson said that the only way for the Pentagon to pay 
for these competing priorities is to stagger the procurements or 
cut back in other less critical areas. 
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28. USN Moves to Reduce IT Spending 
(DEFENSE NEWS 23 JAN 12) ... Nicole Blake Johnson 

Some U.S. Navy and Marine Corps commands this year 
have reduced cellphone costs by sharing minutes and others 
have purchased fewer BlackBerrys. 

Plenty more cost-cutting is on the way, starting Oct. 1. 
Navy Chief Information Officer Terry Halvorsen, who 

oversees information technology spending for both the Navy 
and Marine Corps, is slashing the current $7.8 billion IT 
budget by 25 percent, or $2 billion, over five years. 

One way to do that: The services must receive high-level 
approval for nearly all IT purchases. 

Funding once tied to the operation and maintenance of 
some 140 data centers and unnecessary spending on mobile 
devices and other technology have already been cut from 
future budgets, Halvorsen said in an interview. 

"We are absolutely spending less money today, and we 
will be spending even less money ... over the next five years," 
he said. 

Halvorsen has proposed leasing software rather than 
purchasing individual licenses, and he has instructed the 
services to reduce printing costs. He also is increasing their 
use of thin-client and zero-client computing, which is 
hardware that has no operating system, memory or software, 
and only serves as a connector between the user and 
applications running in a data center. 

When emergencies require the services to buy new 
cellphones, they should use minutes that have already been 
purchased rather than buying new calling plans, he said. As 
the number of minutes and cellphones are reduced, so will be 
the number of contractors needed to provide those services. 

Consolidation of data centers and the 1,800 applications 
running on Navy and Marine Corps networks will play a 
major part in reducing IT spending. Contractor positions will 
be eliminated, but the few positions that support data centers 
will be spared, Halvorsen said. 

The Navy's strategy involves consolidating applications 
and data in far fewer and more efficient facilities, including a 
new 20,220-square-foot facility in Charleston, S.C. The $9.5 
million center was completed last year and will allow the 
Navy to reduce contract spending and energy usage. The Navy 
has closed 13 of its 115 data centers and plans to dose 22 more 
centers next fiscal year. 

The Marine Corps Enterprise IT Services Center in 
Kansas City, Mo., is one of a handful of that service's 25 
centers that will remain in use and host Marine Corps data. 

Agencies are under an administration man-date to 
consolidate more than 1,000 data centers by 2015. Agencies 
are expected to have shut down at least 525 data centers by the 
end of the year. 
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The challenge for large entities like the Defense 
Department will be deciding what technology to keep while 
they invest in data center consolidation, said Steve Septoff, 
director of the advanced solutions group for Dell Federal. To 
pay the upfront costs of consolidation, agencies will have to 
delay other new equipment and capabilities. 

One of DoD's concerns are the upfront costs involved in 
moving applications to more efficient centers. DoD estimates 
consolidation will save more than $1 billion annually on 
energy, operations and other data center costs by 2016, but as 
of last month DoD had not determined upfront costs needed to 
shut down servers and migrate IT applications to existing and 
new centers. 

Halvorsen said he has a rough estimate of what 
consolidation costs will be, but would not share those 
numbers. 

Before approving IT purchases, Halvorsen requires the 
Navy and Marine Corps to make a case detailing what benefits 
the technology will provide, what it will cost and what 
alternatives are being considered. 

He said the 25 percent cut will not cause any ongoing 
projects or programs to be canceled, but they are not immune 
to other cuts. 

"Will there be programs that could be cut ... for other 
budget [reasons] or other actions? Sure," he said. 
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29. ONR Railgun Program Office Gearing Up For Spring Evaluations 
(DEFENSE DAILY 23 JAN 12) ... Pat Host 

The Office of Naval Research (ONR) is gearing up for 
spring evaluations of its 30 megajoule electromagnetic railgun 
prototype, according its program official. 

Roger Ellis, program official for ONR's electromagnetic 
railgun (EMRG) program, said in a telephone interview Friday 
the Navy has completed the feasibility phase of the program, 
Phase 1, and has entered Phase 2. 

Phase 1, which began in 2005 and ended in 2011, was 
hand-loaded, single-shot operations, he said. 

"Now we're entering into the next phase of science and 
technology development," Ellis said about Phase 2. 

Phase 2 includes thermal management and repetition rate 
operations, or "rep-rate." Rep-rate operations are being able to 
fire one shot after another, with a goal of 6-10 shots per 
minute, according to Ellis. 

"(The) next phase is showing we can do it at a firing rate 
of military significance," Ellis said. 

Ellis said he's anticipating a "similar funding level" 
comparable to Phase 1 for Phase 2, but he also said that's 
dependent on the Navy's budget for fiscal year 2013. The total 
budget for Phase 1 was $237 million from FY '06 to FY '11. 
Phase 2 runs from FY '12 to FY '17. 

ONR has also scaled back, but has not given up on, its 
initial capability goal of 200 nautical miles firing range. The 
Navy has reduced its goal to 100 nautical miles to "get 
something into the field sooner," Ellis said. 

"We're not abandoning the 200 nautical miles, but for 
initial capability for what would be out in fleet, to get thing 
sooner, we are considering a shorter range system," Ellis said. 

Ellis said both BAE Systems and General Atomics remain 
under contract as part of the Innovative Naval Prototype 
Program and are finishing their prototype, which is expected 
in time for evaluations. GA is providing the pulse power and 
"technically relevant launcher technology," according to GA 
Electromagnetic Systems Division Director of Railgun 
Programs Tom Hurn. 

In addition to BAE and GA, Raytheon has been added to 
program under a new contract for pulse power studies, Ellis 
said. 

Previous EMRG efforts centered on naval surface fire 
support missions, which are ship to land, but ONR is now 
considering a multi-mission railgun, which includes defense 
against missiles, ship self-defense and anti-surface warfare, in 
addition to naval surface fire support missions, Ellis said. 

Ellis also believes, depending on acquisition, ONR can 
have an EMRG weapon system fielded in the fleet within 15 
years. 

"We're hoping to have something sooner," Ellis said. "But 
that is dependent on acquisition decision. The hope is we can 
do it sooner.” 
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BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
30. Navy: 'Culture Change' Needed To Solve Hampton Roads Transportation Woes 
(NEWPORT NEWS DAILY PRESS 22 JAN 12) ... Jon Cawley 

Navy Rear Adm. Tim Alexander dropped a potential 
bomb — pun intended — when he told a group of Hampton 
Roads transportation planners that a much-anticipated effort to 
widen Interstate 64 on the Peninsula could be a "mission 
killer" for the Yorktown Naval Weapons Station. 

Alexander, who is commander of the Navy's Mid-Atlantic 
region, made the comments during a briefing to the Hampton 
Roads Transportation Planning Organization last week on the 
need for access to effective and efficient transportation 
infrastructure and the impact roadway congestion has on 
security and military activities. 

"It's a mission readiness issue for us," Alexander said. "In 
order to do the things we need to do in the area, we need 
reliable, efficient transportation systems." 

Alexander said that the Navy wants to expand its 
Hampton Roads footprint and "we don't want to go anywhere 
else." He continued to say the Navy — which has a presence 
on the transportation planning organization — is a committed 
partner in working toward solutions to the region's 
transportation challenges. 

The rear admiral said a "culture change" was imperative. 
"We've got to have viable solutions to the challenges 

presented to the individual who wants to ride public 
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transportation," he said. "We need to adopt new behaviors and 
attitudes." 

During the presentation, Alexander identified a number of 
region-wide transportation projects he indicated were critical 
in supporting the Navy's mission. Those projects included 
expansion of the Hampton Roads Bridge-Tunnel and 
construction of a third harbor crossing (Patriot's Crossing). 

In noting the benefit widening I-64 on the Peninsula 
would have for service members at the Yorktown Naval 
Weapons Station and Cheatham Annex, Alexander pointed out 
a "red line" associated with encroachment onto Navy property 
where ordnance storage and handling takes place. 

A portion of the Yorktown facility's protected perimeter 
runs right up to a fence line along I-64. "There's no room to 
work with," Alexander said. 

Infrastructure Bank 
The first project has been funded by the newly created 

Virginia Transportation Infrastructure Bank that was approved 
last year by the General Assembly as part of Gov. Bob 
McDonnell's $4 billion transportation package. 

The governor's office announced last week that 
Chesapeake's Dominion Boulevard road and bridge 
construction project would receive a $152 million low-interest 
loan toward the total cost of $402 million. 

The $3.8-mile project will widen Dominion Boulevard 
and replace the two-lane drawbridge over the Elizabeth River 
with a four-lane fixed span, according to a governor's office 
statement. 
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31. Military Shift May Shield N.E. Jobs 
Technology needs expected to rise 
(BOSTON GLOBE 23 JAN 12) ... Bryan Bender 

WASHINGTON - A new military emphasis on air and 
naval power that President Obama is expected to advocate in 
his State of the Union address tomorrow could soften the blow 
of defense cuts on New England companies and research labs, 
according to lawmakers and defense analysts. 

Republicans and Democrats have raised concerns that 
plans for cutting the projected growth of defense spending by 
at least $487 billion over the next decade will hurt small and 
large companies and research universities that depend on 
military contracts to support tens of thousands of jobs across 
New England. 

Yet the new strategy, which emphasizes checking China’s 
military and economic expansion and containing Iran, requires 
more warships, submarines, missiles, and an array of 
electronic components. And that is expected to play to the 
strengths of New England’s defense industry base, analysts 
said. 

“Even in a downturn there will still be pockets of 
winners,” said Todd Harrison, senior fellow for defense 
budget studies at the Center for Strategic and Budgetary 
Assessments, a Washington think tank. “A lot of the winners 
in recent years have been ground systems and lower-end 
systems needed for operations in Iraq and Afghanistan. 

“We are shifting away from those kinds of wars and 
focusing more on other regions of the world where we will 
rely on substantially different weapons systems.” 

The shift in strategy was first detailed earlier this month 
in a 16-page document designed to guide defense expenditures 
for years to come. Its effect can be seen in a company such as 
General Dynamics. One program believed to be on the 
chopping block is the Littoral Combat Ship, a coastal patrol 
vessel that has ballooned in cost and had design problems. 
Last year, General Dynamics Advanced Information Systems, 
a key subcontractor, added at least 100 high-tech jobs at its 
Pittsfield plant to work on the vessels, which are each 
estimated to cost $500 million. 

Those jobs have been seen as imperiled. But some 
analysts now predict that as a result of the new focus on the 
Asia-Pacific region, the Navy will increase its production of 
larger warships, such as destroyers built by General 
Dynamics’ Bath Iron Works in Maine. Each destroyer costs 

several billion dollars and its construction relies on hundreds 
of smaller suppliers across New England. 

Meanwhile, the company’s Electric Boat Division in 
Groton, Conn., could also receive more work to upgrade the 
nation’s submarine fleet, several analysts predicted. 

“General Dynamics is going to look better than some of 
their competitors due to the role of shipbuilding in their 
business base,” said Loren Thompson, chief executive of 
Source Associates, a defense consulting firm in Arlington, Va. 

And the new strategy also emphasizes cyber warfare, a 
growing area of concern as U.S. military forces increasingly 
rely on computer networks and as China has shown a 
willingness to develop cyber weapons, software designed to 
steal or corrupt digital information. That could translate to a 
greater role for such universities as the Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology, said Chris Anderson, president of the of the 
Massachusetts High Technology Council, an industry group. 

Senator Susan Collins, Republican of Maine, cited the 
Pentagon’s new strategy in expressing confidence earlier this 
month that the Maine shipyard and other companies in the 
region will play a bigger role. 

“High-end naval combat capabilities like ballistic missile 
defense, open-ocean antisubmarine warfare, and strike warfare 
make perfect sense when framed in the context of . . . 
refocusing on Asia-Pacific as the region of highest strategic 
priority,” Collins, a member of the Armed Services 
Committee, told the annual gathering of the Surface Navy 
Association on Jan. 11. 

To highlight the greater role of air and naval power, 
Secretary of Defense Leon Panetta over the weekend made a 
special trip to the USS Enterprise off the coast of Georgia to 
affirm the administration’s commitment to maintain a fleet of 
11 aircraft carriers, despite the budget pressures. 

“Our view is that the carriers, because of their presence, 
because of the power they represent, are a very important part 
of our ability to maintain power projection both in the Pacific 
and in the Middle East,” he said. 

The full details of the defense cuts will be revealed in 
Obama’s budget plan early next month. Defense officials who 
have previewed the proposed cuts said they would slice the 
size of the Army’s forces and curtail or cancel several costly 
weapons projects that have run into technical troubles. That 
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could include the multibillion dollar plan to design new 
weather satellites. 

Anderson, of the High Tech Council, said in an interview 
that the cuts are likely to reverberate locally at such large 
firms as Raytheon Co. to subcontractors, start-ups, and 
research institutions. Some firms are positioning themselves 
for such cuts. IRobot in Bedford, maker of the Packbot robot 
that scouts out explosives, has announced several dozen 
layoffs in Massachusetts. 

The overall harm caused New England companies will be 
significantly higher if the White House and Congress fail to 
agree on a plan this year to pay down the national debt. That 
would trigger an additional $1 trillion in cuts in defense over a 
decade. That could threaten up to 40,000 of the estimated 
115,000 jobs in the Bay State alone that are tied to defense, 
according to an analysis sponsored by the council last fall. 

Divisions of the state’s largest private employer, 
Raytheon, could face some of those cuts. Nonetheless, 
executives there find reasons for hope. 

The new strategy document released this month highlights 
areas in which Raytheon divisions - and by extension, their 
suppliers - have a strong position. 

That includes “sustaining our undersea capabilities, 
developing a new stealth bomber, improving missile defenses, 
and continuing efforts to enhance the resiliency and 
effectiveness of critical space-based capabilities,” as the 
document stipulates. 

“Much of what the Pentagon is emphasizing is in our 
sweet spot,” said one senior Raytheon official who declined to 
be identified by name before the official release of the defense 
budget. 

The small number of military facilities in the region, 
meanwhile, are not expected to be subject to major cutbacks. 

“Hanscom will be fine,” said Representative Barney 
Frank, Democrat of Newton, referring to the Air Force base in 
Bedford that is home to the service’s Electronic Systems 
Center. 
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32. USS Nautilus Crew Members Reflect On Launching Anniversary Of The Navy's First Nuclear 
Powered Submarine 

(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 20 JAN 12) ... Lt. Cmdr. Jennifer Cragg, Commander, Submarine Group 2 Public Affairs 
GROTON, Conn. -- Former crew members of the Historic 

Ship USS Nautilus (SSN 571) offered their reflections of 
serving aboard the U.S. Navy's first nuclear-powered 
submarine in advance of the 58th anniversary of its launching 
Jan. 21. 

Former submariner Al Charette served aboard Nautilus in 
1957 as a first class sonarman. 

"Not only the first nuclear powered submarine in the 
Navy, it was the world's first nuclear-powered vessel. It was 
also the world's first ship to reach the North Pole," said 
Charette. "A lot of earlier exploration ships attempted it, but 
didn't achieve the North Pole. A lot of people visited the North 
Pole, some by plane, by dog sled, but our submarine will be 
remembered as the first ship in history to reach the North 
Pole." 

Charette said he still possesses the 1978 National 
Geographic Magazine detailing the submarine's arrival at the 
North Pole. Nautilus is mentioned as one of the first to pioneer 
a route across the top of the world as it passed under the North 
Pole in 1958. 

Charette also praised the Submarine Force Museum for 
their maintenance and upkeep of their former submarine since 
its arrival at the museum. 

"When I go down to that ship, any day, it is in such good 
condition, you wonder why it couldn't get underway this 
afternoon," said Charette. "I think the condition of the 
submarine is amazing after all of these years." 

Nautilus was decommissioned from the U.S. Navy in 
1980 and towed to Groton, Conn. in 1985 to become part of 
the Submarine Force Museum. The museum opened the 
submarine for tours to the public in April 1986. 

"For most people who visit the Submarine Force 
Museum, this will be the only time they ever go onboard a 
Navy vessel," said Lt. Cmdr. Robert Sawyer, officer-in-
charge, Historic Ship Nautilus. "The Nautilus crew works very 

hard to preserve the submarine and ensure it is available for 
generations to come. The crew also provides a chance for the 
public to talk to Sailors about their experiences in the Navy." 

Nautilus is the only nuclear-powered submarine currently 
on public display. 

William Engdall, a former Nautilus commissioning crew 
member served on board from 1953 to 1956. 

"I served on board Nautilus with an exceptional crew of 
officers and enlisted men who were as concerned with their 
shipmates' careers as they were their own, and the camaraderie 
they displayed, directly influenced my decision to make the 
Navy a career," said Engdall. "The Nautilus was nothing like 
the two diesel boats that I had previously served aboard. The 
boat was unique, and a true fighting machine." 

Engdall added that the Nautilus had all the creature 
comforts the crew needed. 

"We had a washing machine, a crews' mess that was 
transformed into a movie theater, a coin-operated Coke 
machine, a juke box, private fiberglass bunks with individual 
ventilation and bunk lights," said Engdall. 

Engdall also drew cartoons and documented life aboard 
Nautilus. So, when the Walt Disney Studios sent the 
submarine their concept of what the ship's patch should look 
like, it was also the version of the craft depicted in the movie, 
"Twenty Thousand Leagues Under the Sea." 

"The crew thought that a different version would be more 
appropriate and asked me to provide a drawing representing 
the actual USS Nautilus. The drawing was sent to Walt Disney 
Studios and they embellished my drawing, and it is now 
recognized as the official ship's patch," said Engdall. 

Engdall is extremely proud to have served on board USS 
Nautilus and enjoys taking friends through the boat. 

"The Nautilus will always have a place in my heart," said 
Engdall. 
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33. Navy Reserve Unit To Move To New Airport Building 
(PITTSBURGH TRIBUNE-REVIEW 21 JAN 12) ... Tory N. Parrish 

A Navy Reserve unit's move from North Versailles to a 
new building at the Pittsburgh International Airport will 
expand the military presence there. 

The group will construct a training and administrative 
facility at the Air Force Reserve base. There it will join the Air 
Force Reserve's 911th Airlift Wing and the Pennsylvania Air 
National Guard's 171st Air Refueling Wing at the airport. The 
316th Expeditionary Sustainment Command, an Army 
Reserve unit, is nearby, off airport property. Together, those 
groups support about 3,200 active-duty military and reservists. 

"We're trying to build a joint reserves center to do a little 
more sharing of the limited resources we're given these days," 
said Cmdr. Timothy Flecker of the Navy Operational Support 
Center. 

Flecker expects construction of a two-story, 29,999-
square-foot facility to begin this spring. The building will 
replace the unit's structurally deficient one at 625 East 
Pittsburgh-McKeesport Blvd., which is twice that size and too 
big. 

The old facility, which the unit has used since 1993, 
supports training and administrative services for 300 to 325 
Navy reservists, he said, down from the 500 to 600 there when 
it first opened. It houses 18 active-duty and civilian Navy staff 
members and three Marine Reserve units with between eight 

and 12 active-duty members each. The Marine Reserve units 
support about 250 Marine reservists. 

The Marine Reserve units, which just moved to the North 
Versailles site a year ago, also plan to move out once they 
secure funding, Flecker said. The building then could serve 
some other federal need or be offered to the state or North 
Versailles or for sale, he added. 

"So it's been a long time coming. It's been about five 
years in planning and trying to secure government funding," 
he said of the construction project, expected to cost between 
$10 million and $14 million. 

Those assigned to the Navy Reserve command will be 
able to use resources at the 911th, such as the fitness center, 
medical facility and barracks, Flecker said. Currently, when 
reservists travel to the North Versailles site for drills, they stay 
in hotels. The 911th also has its own security force. 

The Navy Reserve building also will have administrative 
and general purpose space that the Air Force Reserve could 
use, said engineer Joe Matis of the 911th's civil engineering 
department. 

The 911th has 40 buildings, including its headquarters, on 
its base. Matis said there are plans to construct a headquarters 
building adjacent to the Navy Reserve's facility. 
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34. Navy Annex Cornerstone Removal Begins Historical Building Demolition 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 20 JAN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Todd Frantom, Defense Media Activity - Navy 

ARLINGTON, Va. -- Contractors removed a cornerstone 
at Navy Annex Jan. 18, also known as The Federal Office 
Building No. 2 (FOB 2), setting in motion the scheduled 
demise to an historical Navy building located near Arlington 
National Cemetery in Arlington, Va. 

Contractors grinded away at the cornerstone in 
coordination with the Department of the Navy overseeing the 
stone's removal. 

According to Michael A. Dangerfield, special assistant to 
the director at Washington Headquarters Services (WHS) 
Facilities Services Directorate, the land where the historical 
building has been located will be used for a proposed heritage 
center and black history museum along with additional space 
for Arlington National Cemetery. 

The Navy Annex was originally built as a warehouse in 
1941. The main structure was never intended as a permanent 
building. The building overlooks the Pentagon and has housed 
Marine Corps headquarters and many Navy offices. 

FOB 2 is adjacent to the land that was the site of 
Freedman's Village, established at the time of the Civil War. 

"The approximately 3.5 acres of land between the Navy 
Annex and Arlington National Cemetery was viewed by as 
potential acreage for provision of a future Black Heritage 
Museum commemorating the former Freedman's Village," 
said Dangerfield. 

The former Freedman's Village was established during the 
Civil War under the direction of General Howard, director of 
the Freedman's Bureau to provide housing, education, and 
employment for freed blacks. 

Dangerfield noted the FY-2000 Defense Authorizations 
Act included provisions that would eventually transfer the 37-
acre Navy Annex and another eight acres from Fort Myer to 
Arlington National Cemetery. 

The secretary of defense, as authorized by Congress, will 
transfer approximately 42 acres currently occupied by the 
Navy Annex/FOB2, the Navy Exchange Service Station, and 
associated parking lots to the secretary of the Army for 
Arlington National Cemetery use. 

The Navy Annex/FOB2, the Navy Exchange Service 
Station, and associated parking lots are to be demolished and 
all improvements removed from the property. The land will 
then be restored to open green space for cemetery use. 

Arlington County and the Department of Defense may 
exchange equivalent acreage within the land transfer area, 
which will allow for the removal of Southgate Road from 
Columbia Pike to Gate 3 of Joint Base Myers-Henderson Hall, 
provide a site for a museum that honors the history of the 
freedmen's village and county heritage, and also provide for 
the building of a new access road from Gate 3 to Columbia 
Pike, along the western edge of the Navy Annex/FOB2 
complex. 

"After nearly a decade of talks between Arlington County 
representatives and the federal government there will finally 
be a land swap with Arlington National Cemetery," said 
Dangerfield. "Today marks the beginning of all the change 
and loss of the Navy Annex. It's time and I believe the 
building has been quite vacant for some time." 
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35. Defense Minister, Okinawa Governor Remain Apart Over Base Relocation 
(KYODO NEWS 23 JAN 12) 

NAHA, Japan -- Japan's new defense minister, Naoki 
Tanaka, and Okinawa Gov. Hirokazu Nakaima remained apart 
Monday over a controversial plan to relocate the U.S. Marine 
Corps' Futenma Air Station within the prefecture. 

During their meeting in Naha, which was open to the 
press, Tanaka renewed his call for the local community to 
accept the plan to relocate Futenma from Ginowan to the less 
populated Henoko area in Nago in the prefecture, in line with 
a Japan-U.S. accord. 

But Nakaima stood by his position of having the base 
relocated outside Okinawa, saying it would make it "faster" to 
settle the relocation issue, and expressed hope that the 
government will work in that direction. 

Tanaka told Nakaima, "I would like to find clues to 
resolving (the issue) through sincere dialogue." 

Their meeting during Tanaka's first trip to Okinawa as 
defense minister, a post he assumed in the Jan. 13 Cabinet 
reshuffle, followed talks between them on Friday in Tokyo, 
which ended also without any progress on the long-stalled 
base relocation issue. 

With the two sticking to their respective positions in their 
second meeting, it remains unclear how their differences can 
be reconciled. 

The local community in Okinawa, which has long hosted 
the bulk of U.S. forces in Japan, continues to seek to have the 
Futenma base moved outside the prefecture. 

Tanaka is the first minister to visit Okinawa since the 
central government pushed through an environmental impact 
assessment report late last year to the Okinawa prefectural 
government. The report is necessary in advancing the central 
government's relocation plan. 

The central government is now trying to win back trust in 
the prefecture after local people were angered by what they 
saw as the underhanded manner the report was delivered, as 
well as insensitive comments by senior Defense Ministry 
officials over the relocation plan and the burden Okinawa has 
faced in hosting U.S. forces. 

Ahead of their meeting, Tanaka viewed the Futenma base 
but only from an elevated spot, prompting criticism from some 
local residents. 

"I wish he had come to Henoko and talked to us," said 
Teruo Onishi, a member of a group campaigning against the 
Henoko relocation and staging a sit-in there. "I do not think he 
has any intention of hearing what people in Okinawa have to 
say." 

Tanaka himself came under fire recently after specifying a 
timeline for the commencement of construction work for 
facilities to relocate the Futenma base within Okinawa. 
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36. New Lejeune Water Report Raises Watchdog Hackles 
(JACKSONVILLE (NC) DAILY NEWS 21 JAN 12) ... Hope Hodge 

The release of a 180-page federal agency report detailing 
drinking water systems aboard Camp Lejeune but redacting 
information about active wells has raised the hackles of a 
number of military watchdogs. 

The Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry 
published Chapter B of its water modeling research Thursday, 
laying the groundwork for reconstruction of historical 
groundwater flow and an enhanced understanding of how 
chemical contaminants spread throughout specific base 
drinking water systems between the 1950s and 1980s. With 
the report was a notation indicating that information about 
active wells had been blacked out in keeping of a Department 
of the Navy request. 

That request was made by Maj. Gen. J.A. Kessler, 
assistant deputy commandant for Marine Corps Installations 
and Logistics, in a letter dated Jan. 5. 

“In August 2011, the new commander at Camp Lejeune 
requested a security review of the type of information that was 
included in previous water modeling reports,” the letter reads. 
“This security review concluded that the release of some of 
the specific information pertaining to active drinking water 
systems aboard Camp Lejeune potentially places those who 
live or work aboard the base at risk.” 

A spokeswoman for the Marine Corps, Capt. Kendra 
Hardesty, told The Daily News in an email that officials were 
pleased with ATSDR’s decision to redact. 

“We appreciate ATSDR’s willingness to incorporate 
drinking water system security concerns into their Chapter B 
and future reports. As you know, we provide ATSDR with 
access to the information they need to conduct these studies. 
The request to redact was only with regards to public release,” 

Hardesty said. “It is important for the Marine Corps and 
ATSDR to cooperate, not only in the search for science-based 
answers regarding the Camp Lejeune Historic Drinking Water 
issue, but also in the safe keeping of critical infrastructure 
information.” 

Vivi Abrams, a health communications specialist for 
ATSDR, said the agency had acknowledged the importance of 
security on military installations in deciding to release the 
study in redacted form. 

“The redactions do not affect ATSDR’s ability to 
complete water modeling activities or conduct any of its health 
studies,” she said in an email. “Our study conclusions will be 
made fully public when they are available.” 

But the director of the Project on Government Oversight, 
Angela Canterbury, said the justification for requesting that 
the information be hidden was nebulous and the motive 
suspect. 

Canterbury cited a Memorandum of Understand between 
ATSDR and the Department of the Navy stating that 
information would be freely released to the agency in 
accordance with the Privacy Act, Freedom of Information Act 
and other pertinent regulations. 

“A last-ditch effort to keep secrets and information at 
Camp Lejeune is what this looks like,” she said. “There’s 
some really faulty logic.” 

Canterbury also said that the sections of DoD policy cited 
in the letter, including an antiterrorism provision and a section 
regarding general dissemination of information about military 
installations, did not clearly apply to the water modeling 
situation. 
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“It is not clear to us how DoD policies would relate 
specifically to an ATSDR product under law,” she said. 

Canterbury said POGO was drafting letters to Department 
of Health and Human Services Secretary Kathleen Sebelius 
and Secretary of Defense Leon Panetta expressing grave 
concern about the redactions and the precedent they set. 

Jerry Ensminger, a retired Camp Lejeune Marine and full-
time advocate for those affected by the water contamination, 
said he worried about future public information requests. 

“This is a dangerous precedent which doesn’t only relate 
to what’s happening at Camp Lejeune, it will relate to other 
issues down the road,” he said. “We are a nation of laws, and 
these laws were meant to be followed.” 

View the Chapter B report. (PDF) 
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NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
37. Voting Program Ramps Up Outreach 
(NAVY TIMES 30 JAN 12) ... Karen Jowers 

If you’re waiting for that absentee ballot to arrive 
automatically in your mailbox like it did in 2008, think again 
— the law has changed. Many states require voters to submit a 
Federal Post Card Application again this year, “even if they’ve 
voted absentee in a recent election,” said Bob Carey, director 
of the Federal Voting Assistance Program. 

You must submit a request every election year, as well as 
every time you move — to include when you change duty 
stations, as well as deploy or return from deployment during 
voting season. 

FVAP officials have begun their campaign to let troops, 
family members and other overseas voters know what they 
have to do to get their vote counted. 

On Jan. 10 and 11, officials sent an email to 1.5 million 
troops reminding them of the resources available at 
www.fvap.gov. On those two days, 8,269 Federal Post Card 
Application forms were downloaded, and 19,000 were 
downloaded during the week of Jan. 10-17, Carey said. 

The FPCA is used to request an absentee ballot. 
The pace of FPCA downloads is on track to surpass 2010, 

when 90,000 forms were downloaded during the entire 
election cycle. 

FVAP’s Facebook page has shown the impact, as well: 
On Jan. 8, the page had been viewed by 1,869 people, with 70 
comments. By Jan. 17, it had been viewed by 240,000 people 
and had 1,539 comments. 

Ensuring that the votes of troops, family members and 
civilians are counted is an effort that involves FVAP, as well 
as the services, the Military Postal Service Agency and local 
election officials. The services have designated at least two 
voting representatives in each overseas post office who are 
trained in how to bring those ballots in and expeditiously get 
them back, said Lt. Col. Stewart Stephenson, chief of Army 
Human Resources Command’s soldier programs branch. 

The post offices have special bar code scanners to scan 
Express Mail codes at every point in the system to track the 
ballots. 

Part of Stephenson’s job — and his counterparts in the 
other services — is to get the word out to troops about how 
and where to vote, and how to get information. The Army, for 
example, is on Facebook, YouTube and Twitter. 

Among other things, FVAP is hiring professional 
instructors and is about to send them on a whirlwind tour to 
train all voting assistance officers, Carey said. The instructors 
will travel for six weeks and finish in April. 

The Army alone has more than 5,000 voting assistance 
officers worldwide in units and at installations, Stephenson 
said. 

“In the longer view, we’re trying to make sure this 
becomes a program that doesn’t just surge every four years, 
but we get it so embedded in the unit that it’s routine,” he said. 
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38. Study To Determine Whether Costly Therapy Helps Severe TBI 
(NAVY TIMES 30 JAN 12) ... Patricia Kime 

A new military study aims to prove whether the costly 
psychotherapy practice known as cognitive rehabilitation 
therapy can effectively treat severe concussions. The Study of 
Cognitive Rehabilitation Effectiveness, or SCORE, trials, will 
determine whether CRT helps, and if so, which components 
work in each case and why. 

“We have evidence from our own clinics to suggest that 
it’s beneficial, so we’re … leveraging what we know [and] 
looking at it scientifically,” said Douglas Cooper, clinical 
neuropsychologist at Brooke Army Medical Center’s 
Traumatic Brain Injury Service in San Antonio. 

SCORE will study the effects of cognitive rehabilitation 
therapy on those who were injured three to 24 months before 
enrolling in the study. Cooper said physicians know how to 
treat acute concussion symptoms but need more therapies for 
the chronic condition, including symptoms of memory loss, 

mobility and attention problems and verbal and math-solving 
cognition. 

“Many clinicians are struggling to help these patients. If 
we’re able to prove this is effective treatment, we’ll have the 
ability to very quickly disseminate the treatment manuals and 
show what interventions are most helpful,” Cooper said. 

The SCORE team spent a year developing the randomized 
control trial to ensure it met strict Defense Department 
research standards, Cooper said. 

The study, funded by the Defense and Veterans Brain 
Injury Center, will include 160 participants enrolled in a 
six-week treatment regimen featuring group therapy, one-on-
one sessions, computer brain-fitness exercises and more. 

To date, 29 service members have taken part. 
Some cognitive rehabilitation therapy interventions, 

including those that are unproven as stand-alone therapies, and 
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intense inpatient programs that cost between $15,000 and 
$50,000 are not covered by Tricare. 

The SCORE trial was drafted in 2010 before Tricare 
Management Activity and the Institute of Medicine released 
reports citing a lack of empirical evidence that demonstrates 
CRT helps those with brain injuries. 

DoD commissioned the Institute of Medicine study after 
receiving criticism from Congress and advocacy groups 
concerning Tricare’s refusal to fully cover CRT. 

SCORE participants also can enroll in an advanced 
imagery study, called ISCORE, which will use high-tech brain 
scans to examine whether CRT changes the brain’s physical 
health or thinking processes. 

SCORE is still searching for participants, Cooper said. 
Eligible are active-duty personnel who suffered a concussion 
in the previous three to 24 months and have permission from 
their commands to go on six-week temporary duty. 

Return to Index 
 

39. Disability Review 'Invites' Going To 75,000 Vets 
(AOL MILITARY UPDATE 21 JAN 12) ... Tom Philpott 

On combat patrol several years ago, a U.S. soldier 
suffered two attacks from improvised explosive devices in a 
24-hour-period. The first one rattled him and killed his buddy. 
The second one blew him out of his vehicle and knocked him 
unconscious. 

The Army would medically separate this soldier with a 
10-percent disability rating, even though his medical records 
showed symptoms of traumatic brain injury and post-traumatic 
stress disorder. 

This case, and many like it, occurred before Congress in 
2008 ordered military branches to clean up their disability 
evaluation systems and end practices that had underrated 
medical conditions of ill and injured members. 

Congress did something else too, to correct past wrongs. 
It directed the Department of Defense to establish the Physical 
Disability Review Board (PDRB) with authority to reexamine 
the files and, if appropriate, raise disability ratings of up to 
77,000 veterans — those medically separated with ratings less 
than 30 percent between Sept. 11, 2001, and Dec. 31, 2009. 

A few weeks ago the soldier struck by those two IEDs 
year ago learned that the PDRB had recommended his 
disability rating be raised to 70 percent, well above the 30-
percent threshold needed to qualify for disability retirement, 
and applied back to the date of the Army's first rating decision. 

"We looked at the same exams," explained PDBR 
President Michael F. LoGrande in an interview Friday. "He 
had post-traumatic stress legitimately. All the documentation 
was there. He had traumatic brain injury. All the 
documentation was there." 

For all the good it can do, a big problem for the PDBR is 
this: It has been operating since June of 2009, and raising 
disability ratings on 45 percent of cases reviewed, but only 
2700 veterans from an eligibility pool of 77,000 have applied 
to have their ratings reviewed. LoGrande called the 3.5 
percent response rate "shockingly small." 

That is about to change, thanks to Sen. Mark Udall (D-
Colo.). At his urging the Department of Veterans Affairs, 
coordinating closely with the PDBR, will begin a phased 
mailing this month of information packets on the PDBR to 
every qualified veteran with a current home address on file at 
VA. 

The first batch of letters about the PDBR, including an 
application form, will be mailed to 15,031 veterans, all of 
them medically separated in 2001 (post-9/11), 2002 or 2003. 
The next batch of 20,000 will go out by late April to eligible 
vets separated in 2004 and 2005. A July mailing of 16,500 will 
target the years 2006 and 2007. Finally, an October mailing to 
13,200 will reach out vets separated in 2008 and 2009. 

But eligible veterans don't have to wait for the letter. They 
can apply now to the PDBR to have their ratings reviewed. All 
the information they need already is available online at: 
www.health.mil/pdbr. 

No rating can be downgraded but a lot is at stake for those 
seeking an upgrade. A rating below 30 percent resulted, at 
most, in a severance payment. A bump to 30 percent or higher 
changes a veteran's status to disabled "retiree." That means a 
lifetime annuity, access to military health care for the retiree 
and dependents, discount shopping on base and more. 

They also will get annuity back pay to the date of their 
original disability evaluation board decision, less an amount 
that must be recouped equal to the value of severance pay 
provided at time of discharge. 

Advocates for veterans given lowball ratings since 9/11 
had pushed for a direct mailing. LoGrande did so too as early 
as two years ago. Looking back, he said, the PDBR probably 
wasn't ready the response now ahead. 

"We neither had the resources nor the manpower at the 
time to do it. And frankly, I don't think everyone was ready for 
us to do that. Let's just put it that way," he said, alluding to 
resistance from on high to a direct mailing immediately after 
the PDBR began operating. 

Last summer Udall's staff requested a briefing on the 
PDBR and the response rate from veterans. LoGrande 
explained that, to date, outreach efforts had focused on state 
directors of veterans affairs in California, Colorado, Texas, 
Florida and Georgia where more than half of the pool of 
eligible vets live. Udall decided that wasn't good enough. 

The senator wrote to VA Secretary Eric Shinseki that the 
population that needed to be told about the PDRB was all 
veterans "no longer serving." He asked for VA's help in a 
direct mailing. Shinseki responded in October, asking Allison 
A. Hickey, his undersecretary for benefits, to meet with 
LoGrande and begin working out details for a mass mailing. 

Udall this week praised the interagency cooperation. 
"Now that the VA and the PDBR have combined forces, 

we are a step closer to ensuring that disability and retirement 
benefits match the sacrifices this generation of veterans has 
made for our country," said Udall. 

VA's initial idea was a single mass mailing. PDBR sought 
instead a phased mailing to avoiding swamping the board and 
frustrating applicants who already wait an average of 13 
months for a PDBR decision. That's down from 18 months a 
year ago. 

LoGrande said responses to the first mailing will tell the 
PDBR how it needs to beef up staff, particularly with more 
physicians who must be trained on the VA schedule of ratings 
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and schooled on how to apply it to applicant files, many of 
which contain extensive medical histories. 

The PDBR currently has only five full-time physicians 
and eight contract physicians who have more limited duties 
involving preparation of files for board decisions. LoGrande 
knows he'll need more docs just not how many. 

PDBR already has a backlog of 461 cases, defined as 
those taking longer to decide than the deadlines set in current 

regulations. The board expects to have to rely heavily on the 
services to provide more active or reserve physicians to be 
train for PDBR case reviews and decisions. 

Of the mass mailing, LoGrande said, it simply is "the 
right thing to do," regardless of the work ahead or cost to the 
government. "If that veteran were my son or my daughter, my 
niece or nephew, or my brother or sister, I would want them to 
have that opportunity." 

Return to Index 
 

40. VA Expands List Of Ships With Agent Orange Risk 
(NAVY TIMES 21 JAN 12) ... Patricia Kime 

The Veterans Affairs Department has added 47 vessels to 
its list of Navy and Coast Guard ships whose crews may have 
been exposed to the defoliant Agent Orange. 

Former service members who served aboard these “blue 
water” ships as well as the more than 200 others listed in VA’s 
database from 1962 to 1975 may be eligible for disability 
compensation. 

Vessels recently added to the roster include the hospital 
ship Repose, which operated in close coastal waters from 1966 
to 1970, and the transport ship General R.M. Blatchford, 

which landed elements of the 1st Infantry Division at Vung 
Tau in October 1965. 

The online inventory is not fixed; it is updated 
periodically as veterans or VA staff provide or find evidence 
that a ship moored, operated close to shore or traversed an 
inland waterway where its crew risked exposure to the toxic 
herbicide. 

VA pays disability compensation to qualifying veterans or 
their survivors for 14 medical conditions associated with 
exposure to Agent Orange. 
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41. USS Cole Families Mark Slow Grind Of Justice 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 19 JAN 12) ... Chantal Valery 

In a military court in Guantanamo, Abd al-Rahim al-
Nashiri cast a glance at the relatives of the victims of the 
attack on the USS Cole, who mark justice's slow grind with 
growing impatience. 

Nashiri won't go on trial for months, and his lawyers are 
pleading for more time. But for the families of the victims, the 
trial couldn't some soon enough. 

"Justice is slow, very slow. It's taken too long," said 
former gunnery sergeant James Nieto, whose 24-year-old son 
was killed on the Cole. 

"Look at the time we've waited," said Ron Francis, who 
lost his 19-year-old son in the attack. "I'm here to witness 
justice." 

It has been more than a decade since militants in a 
speedboat laden with explosives struck the Cole while it was 
taking on fuel in the harbor at Aden, Yemen. In all, 17 U.S. 
Sailors were killed in the October 12, 2000 attack, which 
nearly sank the state-of-the-art destroyer. 

"I'm going to seek till I die justice," Francis told reporters 
as he left the courtroom where Nashiri, the alleged 
mastermind behind the attack, appeared Tuesday and 
Wednesday in a pre-trial hearing. 

Captured in 2002 in Dubai and detained in a secret CIA 
prison until his transfer to Guantanamo in 2006, the Saudi was 
referred in October 2011 to a special military commission for 
trial on charges that carry the death penalty. 

He was formally charged in November with conspiracy to 
commit acts of terrorism, murder in violation of the laws of 
war, terrorism and attacks against civilians. 

The trial, however, is not scheduled to begin for months, 
or possibly years. The prosecution is asking for a trial date in 

March 2013 but the defense says it will not be ready before 
March 2015 because it must review 550,000 pages of 
documents related to the charges, some of which are in Arabic 
and others classified secret. 

"It's a capital case," said Nashiri's lawyer, Richard 
Kammen, complaining that Guantanamo was created "solely 
to provide a facade of justice." 

"With resources, with time, then we will have a fair trial," 
he added. 

The defense has invoked the torture and mistreatment that 
former CIA director Michael Hayden has acknowledged 
Nashiri was subjected to during his secret detention. But the 
argument does not move the families of the dead. 

"We proved that he worked for bin Laden, he created the 
nightmare," said James Parlier, who was the ship's command 
master chief at the time of the attack. "I pray he one day 
receives the justice he deserves." 

At a news conference, eight survivors and relatives of the 
victims who came to Guantanamo to watch the pre-trial 
proceedings speak repeatedly of time, time that stopped on the 
U.S. destroyer, time that moves too slowly for justice to be 
had. 

"This is a long process," said Parlier. But he said, "As 
long as it takes, we would do a rotation here." 

Olivia Rux, whose 30-year-old husband was among those 
killed on the Cole, complained, "I hear the defense talk about 
time... but where's the justice in that?" 

She added, however, "I've nothing but time to wait till 
that detainee takes his last breath." 

Return to Index 
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42. Japan, U.S., Australia To Hold 1st Joint Aviation Training In Guam 
(KYODO NEWS 20 JAN 12) 

TOKYO -- Japan's Air Self-Defense Force said Friday it 
will conduct joint training with the U.S. and Australian air 
forces for the first time in February in Guam, in a move 
believed to be aimed at keeping in check the rise of the 
Chinese military in the Asia-Pacific region. 

The drill, which will take place over the U.S. Andersen 
Air Force Base on Guam between Feb. 11 and 24, will involve 
330 ASDF members, eight of its F-2 fighters, six F-15 fighters 
and three E-2C airborne early warning aircraft, according to 
the ASDF. 

ASDF Chief of Staff Gen. Shigeru Iwasaki said at a press 
conference it is important for Japan to “strengthen its 
partnership with Australia, in view of the situation in the 
Pacific.” 

The training exercise, which will cover aerial combat and 
defense, and electronic warfare, will also be held at a bombing 
range near the Andersen base, the ASDF said. 

Japan's National Defense Program Guidelines, last 
updated in late 2010, state Tokyo intends to strengthen its 
defense cooperation not only with its key ally, the United 
States, but also with South Korea and Australia. 

In July last year, the ASDF conducted a joint drill with 
the Australian air force for the first time. 

Members of the Australian Army will also take part as 
observers in a Japan-U.S. joint command post exercise 
scheduled to begin later this month at a Japanese Ground Self-
Defense Force garrison in Itami, Hyogo Prefecture, and other 
places, according to the GSDF. 
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43. Battleship Missouri Guns May Retire On Eastern Shore 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 23 JAN 12) ... Diane Tennant 

Alan Stanz became the visitor services manager at a 
wildlife refuge on the Eastern Shore in August 2009. 

He knew the difference between a refuge and a national 
park, having spent a few years in the Southwest as a seasonal 
volunteer, moving between parks. 

He knew the Eastern Shore of Virginia National Wildlife 
Refuge was all about providing food and shelter for migrating 
birds and butterflies, rather than providing a great tourist 
experience. 

But in the past few months, the refuge system has started 
to encourage historic preservation and interpretation on its 
lands, with an eye to bringing in more human visitors who 
will, it is hoped, begin loving the refuges the way they love 
the national parks. 

When that happened, Stanz, who calls himself a 
"visionary," knew what to do. 

It was time to bring in the big guns. 
To be precise, the big gun barrel. 
The 16-inch barrels Stanz has his eye on are 68 feet long 

and weigh 120 tons each. Three of them were on the battleship 
Missouri in 1945, when the Japanese surrendered on its deck 
at the end of World War II. 

For much of the past 50 years, eight gun barrels - from the 
battleships Missouri, Iowa and New Jersey - have been sitting 
on a grassy spot at the Navy's St. Juliens Creek Annex in 
Chesapeake, gently rusting away. 

For longer than that, the tip of the Eastern Shore has 
harbored its own relics of the war: concrete bunkers embedded 
in earth and a four-story fire-control tower. They were part of 
the refuge's predecessor on the site: Fort John Custis, a Coast 
Artillery base that had 16-inch guns like those on the 
battleships, plus other weaponry, all ready to defend the 
Chesapeake Bay from enemy vessels. 

The empty bunkers called to Stanz, and so did Terrance 
McGovern, who last summer had emailed the refuge official 
on behalf of the nonprofit Coast Defense Study Group. 
McGovern told Stanz that the Navy was preparing to scrap the 
gun barrels at St. Juliens, unless good homes could be found 
for them. 

Both men thought the wildlife refuge would be a very 
good home. 

The national wildlife refuge is a "come-here" on the 
Shore. It has existed only since 1984, in a beachfront location 
settled by Europeans in the 1600s. 

The military also has some history there. During World 
War I, Fisherman Island was host to 5-inch gun batteries. 
Around 1940, as another world war loomed and the nation 
started gearing up its coastal defenses, Fisherman Island 
became part of the brand-new Fort John Custis, which joined 
Fort Monroe and Fort Story in harbor defense. 

The new fort, as was customary, was named after a 
deceased Army officer, in this case Brigadier Gen. E. Eveleth 
Winslow, a military engineer who fortified Honolulu and the 
Panama Canal. But the name was soon changed to Fort Custis 
in honor of local John Parke Custis, son of Martha Custis 
Washington and her first husband. 

But Fort Custis was easily confused with Fort Eustis, so 
the name quickly changed again to Fort John Custis. which it 
remained until after the war and the big guns were removed. 
The Air Force took it over around 1950 and established the 
Cape Charles Air Force Station. 

In 1980, the armed forces left, and within five years the 
land took on a new mission as a national wildlife refuge. Still 
in place were the remnants of its old one - concrete bunkers 
and empty gun batteries. 

The Navy also has remnants of World War II, and in 
recent years it decided the battleship gun barrels stored at St. 
Juliens and in Hawthorne, Nev., no longer were needed, 
McGovern said during a recent phone interview. 

The Northern Virginia resident - who has written a small, 
heavily illustrated, reference book about the local forts called 
"The Chesapeake Bay at War!" - began contacting various 
historical organizations and agencies, explaining that the Navy 
would arrange a long-term loan of the gun barrels to an 
appropriate home, if transportation and funding could be 
found. 

And there's the rub. 
Moving a gun barrel requires heavy-duty cranes capable 

of lifting 120 tons spread out over 68 feet, then a truck able to 
move such a load, then a nearby railroad that can support the 
weight and get it past power lines, intersections and bridges. 
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To get a barrel to the Eastern Shore would mean a trip 
across the Chesapeake Bay on a rail barge, then a short train 
ride, then another heavy-duty crane and truck to get it a few 
miles down U.S. 13 and out to the bunker. 

Stanz estimates that it would cost $200,000 to move and 
install one barrel, money the refuge doesn't have and the 
federal government isn't going to spend. 

So now he has started fundraising. 
Edward Richardson has lived on the Eastern Shore all his 

life. He was 10 years old when Pearl Harbor was bombed in 
1941, on a cool Sunday morning as the Baptist church bell 
rang. 

He remembers the buildup at Fort John Custis and 
walking the beaches in hopes of finding discarded military K 
and C rations that he could plunder for chewing gum and 
candy. 

He also remembers the only time the big guns fired, a 
half-power test load heard clearly all across the lower Eastern 
Shore. 

"Oh, yeah," Richardson said recently. "Windows rattled. I 
don't know how many broke. It just rattled everything." 

Richardson works at the refuge now, and Stanz hopes to 
attract other WWII-era residents to help interpret the military 
history for visitors. He wants living history and a new walking 
trail that will lead past the tower used to search for enemy 
vessels offshore. 

"There!" Richardson said, pointing out the window of his 
car toward the tower, which stands in an isolated part of the 
refuge off-limits, at the moment, to visitors. "Can you see it? 
You can't see it in the summertime." 

Stanz the visionary, in his long-term dream for the refuge, 
also sees a segment of railroad track with a 8-inch rail gun 
standing on it, just like it used to in the 1940s. 

Such small guns, Richardson recalled, were stationed on 
flatcars in what is now habitat for migrating birds. When the 
guns were fired, he said, they slid backward down the tracks 
even with their wheels locked. 

The rail guns left when fort and firepower all became 
obsolete. Rail guns will cost money, too, and it is so true that 
time is money, and that both are in short supply. 

By the time McGovern, acting for the Coast Defense 
Study Group, had notified people that the surplus gun barrels 
were available, the ones in Nevada had been turned into 3.6 
million pounds of scrap metal, he said. 

Auctioning of the St. Juliens barrels has been delayed to 
allow would-be adopters time to raise money. Fort Miles in 
Delaware, which began fundraising several years ago, is ready 
this spring to move its barrel. It wants one of the three that 
witnessed the Japanese surrender aboard the Missouri. 

Arizona also wants a Missouri barrel, to go next to a gun 
from the state's namesake battleship, which was sunk at Pearl 
Harbor. If transportation can be figured out, the barrels 
together will represent the beginning and end of World War II. 

Joint Expeditionary Base Fort Story in Virginia Beach 
would have liked to have a barrel, and the Norfolk Naval 
Station wanted the Iowa barrel to place next to a memorial for 
the 47 Sailors killed in 1989 by an explosion in the ship's gun 
turret. But without a way to move the gun barrels, those plans 
have bogged down. 

"If you go to see the Missouri or Iowa or Wisconsin now, 
you can see nine big barrels on the ships," McGovern said. 

"Those are not the ones that were in famous battles. You can 
only fire so many rounds before you have to replace it." 

Most of the gun barrels on the ships were replaced during 
the 1950s, he said. The replacements are now on tourist 
attractions like Norfolk's battleship Wisconsin, while the 
original barrels from the war years lie in a row at St. Juliens. 

"Once they're gone, they're gone," McGovern said. 
 
In mid-January, Stanz drove up to what looked, at a 

distance, like a smoothly symmetrical hill covered with tall 
grasses and spindly trees. 

"This is the World War II bunker," he said. 
The bunker has two short tunnels, as it were, each 

bisecting a cold, dark passageway running the length of the 
hill. It is fenced off now, but he imagines it lit up, with tourists 
walking through it, past side rooms where arms were stored 
and maps read and ships plotted. 

"Eventually I'd like to see that opened up, if it can be done 
safely," he said. "There's still enough here to tell a great 
story." 

The gun turrets are semi-circles peering out of the 
hillside, empty now and echoing. This is where Stanz 
envisions a gun barrel on display, its massive muzzle angled 
upward and an inert projectile, 65 inches tall and weighing 
1,750 pounds, mounted to appear as though it has just been 
fired. 

He has stepped off the distance that a 68-foot gun barrel 
would cover if it were sitting in the turret. 

"If the breech was in the middle of that circle, the barrel 
would have been here in the edge of the woods," he said. 
"Boom! That way," and he looked east. 

An observation platform has been built on top of the 
bunker, with 69 steps leading to it. From it, visitors can see the 
ocean, the bay, the marshes and the migratory birds that the 
refuge was intended to protect. 

This site, for many years, has been about protection. 
"It was important for the military and important for the 

wildlife," Stanz said. "There's something to be said for 
location, location, location." 

A second hill, which was once the communications 
bunker for the fort, has been completely covered with dirt. The 
railway spurs, which held smaller guns, are gone. 

Four people with spotting scopes and binoculars - 
birdwatchers - moved to the side of the road as Stanz drove 
past. 

"I know it's going to be hard," he said. "I know I've got a 
lot of hurdles. How in the world can we pull this off?" 

Stanz has broached the subject with the Northampton 
County Board of Supervisors. He plans to pitch the idea to as 
many organizations and individuals as will listen. 

"This will be a great tourism thing for the Eastern Shore," 
he said, back at refuge headquarters, surrounded by displays of 
carved duck decoys and stuffed specimens of the real thing, 
plus a sign leaning against a counter that read, "Working for 
Wildlife." 

From its cold bunker set into the earth, the big gun of Fort 
John Custis could fire a 2,000-pound-plus projectile 25 miles. 

In a way, it's exactly like the living history project Stanz 
has in mind. It's powerful, it's exciting and, until the 
fundraising gets rolling, it's a long shot. 
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44. Hurley's Passions Are Golf, Navy 
Former Naval officer is rookie on the PGA Tour 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 22 JAN 12) ... Tod Leonard 

It wouldn’t be completely accurate to say that Billy 
Hurley III didn’t touch his golf clubs for two years while 
serving on the Navy missile destroyer USS Chung-Hoon. His 
full bag was leaned into the corner of his officer’s stateroom, 
and in the rare down time, he gripped the sticks on occasion, 
just to remember what it felt like. 

But he was in the northern Persian Gulf, in the middle of 
a war. People were dying, men that he knew from school at 
the Naval Academy. Dreaming about golf didn’t feel right. 

Hurley had work to do. He steered the 10,000-ton ship, 
worked out, ate, slept. Then he did it all over again the next 
day. 

Professional golf and the possible riches on the PGA Tour 
would have to be like Hurley’s wife, Heather, and two young 
boys at home. They had to wait for Hurley to fulfill his 
promise. 

In a staunch Navy town this week, one with salt water 
running through its veins, Hurley will make his first 
appearance in the Farmers Insurance Open at Torrey Pines. He 
is a rookie on the big-league tour, and the Century Club issued 
him a no-brainer sponsor’s exemption because men with 
Hurley’s experience don’t come along very often. 

On the PGA Tour, try never. 
Others in pro golf served their country. Sam Snead and 

Billy Casper, in San Diego, come to mind. But no Naval 
Academy graduate has ever earned fulltime status on the tour, 
or done so after playing only a handful of rounds in two years 
while serving as lieutenant on a ship. 

“I’m honestly proud and excited to carry the flag,” 
Hurley, 29, said. “I love being the guy from the Naval 
Academy and the Navy. I don’t like to use the word ‘pride’ 
very much, but I am proud to be the first service academy 
graduate to play on the PGA Tour. To do that, it’s cool for 
me.” 

Hurley finished his five-year service commitment in 
2009, earned his Nationwide Tour card for 2011, and by the 
margin of $5,300 he was the 25th and last money earner to 
claim a PGA Tour spot for 2012. He had an impressive nine 
top-25s in 20 starts last year. 

He made his season debut at the Sony Open in Hawaii 
two weeks ago, got to the weekend with scores of 68-71, but a 
71 on Saturday knocked him out on the tour’s Saturday cut 
rule. 

“Not getting to play on Sunday was a letdown, but at least 
I can’t get shut out now,” Hurley said with a chuckle. 

While Hurley had played Waialae Country Club 
numerous times before competing on it, Torrey Pines will be a 
new venue for him. He said he only spent a few days in San 
Diego while his ship visited. But he knows what military 
service means to this town, and he will no doubt get a rousing 
ovation when he speaks at the tournament’s military 
appreciation military luncheon on Tuesday. 

In the gallery this week will be Rob Pesik, a former 
roommate of Hurley’s in officer’s school in Florida. The two 

haven’t seen each other for years, but Pesik is based in San 
Diego as a combat systems officer on the frigate USS Gary. 
He is thrilled to be able to see his friend play. 

“Seeing somebody come from the academy, do his five 
years and go back to being a professional golfer is pretty 
unbelievable,” Pesik said. 

A Virginia native, Hurley decided in high school that he 
wanted to attend the Naval Academy in Annapolis, Md. He 
wasn’t highly recruited, and it sure didn’t help that he wore a 
Navy cap his last two prep seasons. 

He could barely break 90 in his college freshman year and 
didn’t start. But in a remarkable rise, Hurley was a star by his 
senior season. He shot 61 in a tournament, won six of 13 
events and earned invitations to play on the prestigious Porter 
and Palmer cups. A seventh-place effort in the Porter 
convinced him he could play with anybody. 

“It gave me a ton of confidence,” he said. 
When Hurley was selected to play on the 2005 U.S. 

Walker Cup team with Anthony Kim and J.B. Holmes, the 
Navy gave him time off. But when Hurley put in a request to 
transition to the reserve so he could pursue his pro golf career, 
much like David Robinson did in basketball, he was denied. 

Hurley chooses his words carefully when explaining what 
a blow that was. 

“I don’t want it to be misconstrued,” he said. “I was never 
trying to get out of my commitment. I was hoping the Navy 
might consider using me in a different way other than as a 
traditional officer. 

“I have a clear memory of when I got the final no. It was 
disappointing; I’m not going to lie. But it went away pretty 
quickly when I got to my ship.” 

The deployment was immediate. Hurley met the ship in 
Bahrain. In two years, from 2007 to ’09, he served half his 
time at sea. The Chung-Hoon went to China and South Korea, 
while another stint was spent navigating back and forth on a 
one-mile stretch to protect oil wells in the Persian Gulf. 

“I had no time to dwell on golf. I never allowed myself 
to,” Hurley said. 

On land, two athletes with whom Hurley attended school 
– a wrestler and lacrosse player – were killed in action. A golf 
teammate’s vehicle ran over a land mine in Afghanistan, but 
he was uninjured. 

It gave Hurley perspective, even after his service with the 
Navy was over in June 2009 and he had to oil up his rusty golf 
swing. 

Hurley said it’s a stretch to produce a parallel between his 
work on a ship and his golf game, but then he reconsiders. 

“There’s more to professional golf than just hitting a 
ball,” he said, “and I think the experiences I have had give me 
a leg up on guys without those experiences. Having life 
experiences outside of golf have given me a level of maturity 
to do the things I need to do to get better.” 

 

Return to Index 
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45. Week In Review Jan. 14, 2012 - Jan. 20, 2012 
(YOUTUBE 20 JAN 12) ... U.S. Navy 

Welcome to this week's U.S. Navy multimedia production 
featuring selected images from around the fleet received 
during the week of Jan. 14, 2012-Jan 20, 2012. 

The images represent the work of the many naval 
photographers deployed worldwide and submitted to Navy 
Visual News Service. For access to more than 100,000 high 

resolution photos visit: 
    http://www.navy.mil/view_photos_top.asp  and 
http://www.flickr.com/photos/usnavy/    . 

View U.S. Navy YouTube Channel 
View Clip (RT: 2:27) 

Return to Index 
 
 

OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
46. DoD, Other Agencies, Must Embrace Consolidation 
(FEDERAL TIMES 23 JAN 12) ... Editorial 

The Defense Department is an information technology 
behemoth run amok: 772 data centers, 15,000 networks, 
70,000 servers, 7 million IT devices and 5,000 applications. It 
serves 3 million networked users and has an IT staff of 90,000 
employees. 

Defense and Obama administration officials agree this 
$39 billion-a-year infrastructure is far bigger and costlier than 
necessary, and are pressing to consolidate data centers and use 
more cloud services, among other steps. 

Real progress will be hampered, however, as long as each 
military service and DoD agency runs IT operations 
independent of others. Recognizing this, the Defense Business 
Board, an influential advisory group, is urging Defense 
Secretary Leon Panetta to further empower the department's 
chief information officer to integrate and coordinate IT 
downsizing plans across the department. 

The problem is that DoD employees and managers view 
themselves as unique components: the Army, Navy, Defense 
Logistics Agency or any number of other agencies within the 
department. 

That sense of identity and mission makes sense for many 
things those agencies do -- but not for administrative functions 
such as running an email service, operating a data center or 
maintaining a network. 

The DBB is right: DoD's CIO should have the power to 
develop departmentwide policies for consolidating data 
centers, moving operations to the cloud, consolidating 
applications and modernizing legacy systems. 

Moreover, the same concept should be applied beyond 
DoD -- to truly achieve substantial cost savings and improve 
performance and efficiency, consolidations should be 
developed across agency boundaries. The Obama 
administration is encouraging this with its so-called Shared 
First strategy, in which agencies should first consider sharing 
an IT system with another agency before investing in a new 
one. But there should be a central authority empowered to 
integrate and coordinate data centers and cloud computing 
plans across multiple agencies, including those in the 
intelligence community. 

To make real progress would require cooperation from 
members of Congress, who often hold the power of the purse 
strings and appointment authority in individual agency 
operations. Forcing agencies to merge administrative functions 
would require individual members to give up some of that and 
adopt novel approaches to the appropriations process and 
oversight. 

But legislators are loath to do that if it means they may 
lose turf. As example, following President Obama's proposal 
this month to merge trade- and commerce-related agencies, 
some lawmakers who could lose influence over affected 
agencies raced to criticize the plan. 

Lawmakers who publicly profess the need to reform the 
nation's runaway spending habits are hypocrites if they 
continue to put narrow, parochial interests above the greater 
national interests of reforming government to be less costly 
and more effective and efficient. 
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47. Iran's Learning Curve 
Why we should take Tehran's threat to cut off the Strait of Hormuz seriously. 
(FOREIGN POLICY 20 JAN 12) ... Robert Haddick 

At a press conference this week, U.S. Defense Secretary 
Leon Panetta was asked again about U.S. preparations to 
prevent Iran from closing the Strait of Hormuz. Panetta's 
response was business-as-usual: "[W]e are not making any 
special steps at this point in order to deal with the situation. 
Why? Because, frankly, we are fully prepared to deal with that 
situation now." 

Even if Gen. Martin Dempsey, the chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, conceded last week that Iranian forces would 
be capable of closing the strait "for a period of time," U.S. 
policymakers seem comfortable assuming that they would be 
able to reverse an Iranian move without much trouble. 

In a recent column, I explained that it wouldn't make 
much sense for Iran to start a conventional conflict with the 
United States Such a conflict would play to the U.S. military's 
strongest suit, blasting away at traditional military hardware 
such aircraft, ships, and tanks. Each step up the ladder of 
escalation would find Iran struggling with a greater mismatch 
against U.S. forces and suffering ever-increasing punishment. 
Best for Iran to not get on the ladder in the first place. 

But that conclusion might not always be the case. The 
Center for Strategic and Budgetary Assessments (CSBA), a 
well-connected Washington defense think tank, just released a 
new analysis of future military trends around the Persian Gulf. 
Mark Gunzinger and Chris Dougherty, authors of "Outside-In: 
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Operating from Range to Defeat Iran's Anti-Access and Area-
Denial Threats," assert that over the next decade, Iran could 
acquire military capabilities that would rip up the assumptions 
that the U.S. military has used for its Persian Gulf planning 
over the past three decades. The authors conclude that the 
Pentagon needs to adapt to changing military circumstances in 
the region by devising new plans and redirecting investments 
into new capabilities. 

Since the 1979 Iranian revolution, when U.S. military 
planning for the region first accelerated, commanders have 
enjoyed easy access to large, modern air and naval bases in 
Kuwait, Bahrain, Qatar, Oman, and, for a time, Saudi Arabia. 
In the build-up to the first Gulf War, these modern bases 
allowed the United States to rapidly deploy over 500,000 
soldiers and Marines to the Kuwait border, move thousands of 
strike and support aircraft to bases close to the front line, and 
sail six aircraft-carrier strike groups to the Persian Gulf and 
Red Sea. By failing to disrupt this build-up, Saddam Hussein 
condemned his army to a swift defeat. 

Iran's leaders have no doubt learned from Saddam's 
mistakes. Rather than spend money on traditional tank, 
artillery, and infantry formations, Iran is focusing its military 
investment on missiles, including ballistic missiles that 
threaten cities and bases on the Arabian Peninsula. Gunzinger 
and Dougherty are concerned that Iran's growing ability to 
strike Saudi Arabia, and other U.S. allies on the western side 
of the Persian Gulf could either shut down U.S. air and naval 
operations at these close-in bases or coerce these countries' 
leaders to deny access to U.S. forces during a future crisis. 

Iran's leaders may be attracted to this strategy because 
they suffered from it during the Iran-Iraq war of the 1980s. 
During the "War of the Cities" phase of that war, scores of 
missiles were fired into downtown Baghdad, Tehran and other 
cities. Iraqi missile superiority succeeded in disrupting and 
demoralizing Tehran and causing thousands to flee the city. 
Based on their experience, Iranian leaders may believe that 
others in the region are vulnerable to the same disruption and 
coercion they remember from the 1980s. 

To supplement its missile forces, Iran also has the covert 
action capability it displayed in the 1996 truck bomb attack on 
the Khobar Towers housing complex inside Saudi Arabia, an 
attack that killed 19 U.S. airmen. Tehran may be hoping that 
the threat of missile and truck-bomb mayhem will be enough 
to dissuade Arab cooperation with the U.S. military during a 
future crisis. 

Without the ability to operate from close-in bases in the 
Arabian Peninsula, the United States would find it much more 
difficult to respond to an Iranian closure of the Strait of 
Hormuz. The Pentagon has made a heavy bet on the stealthy 
F-35 Joint Strike Fighter. If restricted to flying from just 
Turkey and aircraft carriers in the Arabian Sea, the short-range 
F-35 would be able to cover targets in just the northwest and 
southeast corners of Iran. For the rest of Iran, the United States 
has only 20 stealthy B-2 bombers (not all of which would be 
available) capable of avoiding high-end surface-to-air missile 
systems Iran may acquire over the next decade. The Navy's 
land-attack cruise missiles would be helpful but also limited in 
number. If U.S. forces found themselves having to fight for 
the Strait of Hormuz from a distant starting line, it could take a 
long time to reverse an Iranian first move. 

In addition to land-attack ballistic missiles, anti-ship 
cruise missiles are another Iranian priority. The presence of 
these missiles in quantity would greatly complicate a U.S. 
Navy effort to clear the Hormuz shipping channel of Iranian 
mines. The United States would first have to suppress and 
clear out Iranian shore positions, a task which might keep the 
strait closed for weeks or even months, with nasty 
consequences for the global economy. 

Iran's missile forces are likely too embryonic to pose such 
a threat today. And as I explained above, Iran would seem to 
have little incentive to initiate military escalation, since it 
would ultimately receive the greatest punishment for doing so. 

However, Iran may one day soon see coercion as an 
effective lever to protect its interests. U.S. and European 
leaders are hoping that economic sanctions will persuade 
Tehran to make some compromises on its nuclear program. 
But Western leaders must also be prepared for the possibility 
that Iran's leaders may instead opt to impose their own 
economic sanction on the global economy by closing the strait 
with mines and anti-ship missiles. If the West's sanction 
regime becomes very effective, Tehran may conclude that it 
has little to lose from a closure and much to gain from the 
economic pain it could impose on everyone else. 

Iran would increase the probability of this action 
succeeding if it improved missile capabilities to a point where 
it could deny U.S. forces the close-in access to bases in the 
Arabian Peninsula to which U.S. planners have long become 
accustomed. In this case, and without changes to current 
forces and plans, U.S. policymakers may find it surprisingly 
costly to retake the strait. 

Gunzinger and Dougherty recommend that U.S. leaders 
rethink their assumptions about future operations in the 
Persian Gulf. They recommend rebalancing investments in 
new strike aircraft toward platforms with much longer ranges, 
in order to reduce dependence on close-in bases that may not 
be available. U.S. diplomats and the Air Force should 
negotiate air base access agreements in northeast Africa, 
Southeast Europe, and Central Asia that would support longer-
range air operations into the Persian Gulf and diversify 
dependence away from the increasingly vulnerable existing 
bases. U.S. planners should reconsider the current location of 
Fifth Fleet headquarters in Bahrain and a major Air Force 
operations center in Qatar, both within five minutes of Iranian 
missiles. If Iran closed the strait, it is highly likely that the 
Marine Corps would be needed in some fashion to assist with 
reopening the channel. The authors urge the Navy and Marine 
Corps to maintain adequate amphibious capabilities. 

The Pentagon's new strategic guidance attempts to 
address some of the shortcomings, for example in long-range 
strike capability, Gunzinger and Dougherty identify. However, 
it remains to seen whether the Pentagon and Congress will 
actually reallocate funding into the new areas that effective 
adaptation will require. Iran's shift away from a traditional 
army to a strategy centered on missiles is evidence of an 
adaptive adversary. The lumbering U.S. government should 
try to be at least as nimble. 

Robert Haddick is Managing Editor of Small Wars 
Journal. Haddick was a U.S. Marine Corps officer, served in 
the 3rd and 23rd Marine Regiments, and deployed to Asia and 
Africa. He has advised the State Department and the National 
Intelligence Council on irregular warfare issues. 
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48. Wrong To Expand Feres 
(NAVY TIMES 30 JAN 12) ... Editorial 

The Feres Doctrine, a 1950 Supreme Court ruling that 
bars active-duty troops from suing the government for 
negligence that is “incident to military service,” also bars 
family members from suing on behalf of troops who die 
through such negligence. 

The rationale is that allowing such lawsuits could subject 
com-manders’ battlefield decisions to legal challenges, 
potentially forcing commanders to think like lawyers rather 
than warriors. 

But Feres also applies in settings outside war zones, such 
as military hospitals. 

Now the Justice Department wants to expand it even 
further. A U.S. attorney in Florida says Feres should bar a 
sailor from suing the government on behalf of his civilian 
wife, who died after Navy doctors allegedly failed to diagnose 
a cerebral hemorrhage that led to a fatal stroke. 

The government argues that any injury to the sailor 
resulting from his wife’s death is incident to his service 
because she would not have been seen in a military hospital 

had she not been a military spouse. That outrageously twisted 
logic would effectively shield military doctors from ever being 
held accountable for negligence, since all who enter a military 
facility for treatment do so because of their ties to military 
service. It also ignores the fact that the military settles 
numerous such cases every year for tens of millions of dollars. 

It’s especially galling that this action is coming from the 
Obama administration, which trumpets its support for military 
families. 

If the government wins this case, any member of 
Congress who professes to be a friend of the military will have 
a moral obligation to change the law. 

Feres itself is an outrage. To expand it further is a 
travesty. 

Military spouses endure plenty — lengthy separations, 
broken careers. But it is beyond the pale to suggest they 
should endure injury and death with no way to hold anyone 
accountable. 

Return to Index 
 

49. Don’t Blame The Camera 
(NAVY TIMES 30 JAN 12) ... Editorial 

Two disturbing videos surfaced from the war zone in 
recent weeks. The first video shows four Marines urinating on 
dead Taliban soldiers. The second shows a group of men 
dressed like soldiers laughing as another man, in civilian 
clothes, beats a sheep to death with a metal baseball bat. 

The Pentagon, the Army and the Marine Corps 
condemned the incidents and launched investigations to 
identify and discipline the troops involved. 

The videos are proof that in today’s YouTube society, 
everything is recorded. Whether those recordings make it 
online that day or a year later, once posted, they can go viral in 
minutes. 

The ubiquity of digital cameras will only grow over time. 
Both the Army and the Marine Corps are developing plans to 
equip troops with smartphones. 

Some might argue these videos are proof that perhaps that 
isn’t a good idea — that it might be a better idea to ban 

cameras in the war zone to keep negative images from finding 
their way onto the Internet. 

They’re wrong. 
Banning cameras wouldn’t keep them off the battlefield. 

Troops would break that rule as surely as they broke the rules 
on how to treat enemy dead and animals. 

And digital photography has real tactical uses that 
shouldn’t be ignored. 

Just as important, banning cameras won’t change the 
behavior these videos depict. Ironically, making those videos 
public will have a far greater effect on that front. 

In the end, the cameras that captured these unfortunate 
incidents performed the same function as speed cameras on a 
busy road: First, they identified bad behavior. And now, they 
are shaming people into behaving correctly. 

Blaming the camera won’t stop people from behaving 
badly. Showing their actions to the world will. 

Return to Index 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Navy Confirms 3rd Carrier For SD Bay By 2016 
Naval chief says Asia strategy bodes well for region 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 23 JAN 12) ... Jeanette Steele 

The Navy’s new top officer said Monday that the Defense Department’s shift in focus to Asia and the Pacific bodes well for San 
Diego, the principal home of the Pacific Fleet, and confirmed that a third aircraft carrier probably will be assigned to San Diego Bay 
by 2016. 

 
2. Gortney Tapped To Head Fleet Forces Command 
(NAVY TIMES 23 JAN 12) ... William H. McMichael 

President Obama has nominated Vice Adm. Bill Gortney as the next commander of U.S. Fleet Forces Command, a move that if 
approved by the Senate would likely occur this summer. 

 
3. Obama To Submit Budget To Congress Feb. 13 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 23 JAN 12) ... Roger Runningen and Julianna Goldman 

President Barack Obama will submit his proposed fiscal 2013 budget to Congress on Feb. 13, an administration official said. 
 

CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
4. New Concept Emphasizes Joint Force’s Speed, Synergy 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 23 JAN 12) ... Karen Parrish 

WASHINGTON – With military budgets shrinking as threats grow in number and complexity, the Defense Department still must 
ensure the Army, Navy, Air Force and Marine Corps can defend national security in the coming decades. 

 

GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
5. Iran Revives Gulf Threats After EU Sanctions 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 23 JAN 12) ... Brian Murphy and Nasser Karimi 

TEHRAN, Iran — Senior Iranian lawmakers stepped up threats Monday that Islamic Republic warships could block the Persian 
Gulf’s oil tanker traffic after the latest blow by Western leaders seeking to rein in Tehran’s nuclear program: A punishing oil embargo 
by the European Union that sharply raises the economic stakes for Iran’s defiance. 

 
6. Old And Ill-Trained But Still A Threat To International Shipping 
(FINANCIAL TIMES (UK) 24 JAN 12) ... Carola Hoyos 

Iran has a military that is ill-trained and poorly co-ordinated; an aircraft fleet acquired mainly by the shah; and a navy of 
speedboats that, beside the aircraft carriers of the U.S. Fifth Fleet that patrols the Gulf, look like flies swarming a rhinoceros. But no 
one doubts it has the power to interrupt a third of the world’s seaborne oil trade through the Strait of Hormuz and pull the U.S. into a 
conflict that could quickly escalate into something neither side has bargained for. 

 
7. Nations Face Off Beneath The Waves 
CHANGING WORLD 2012--Japan and East Asia 
(YOMIURI SHIMBUN 24 JAN 12) 

The world has been thrust into a period of great change due to China's emergence and the geopolitical decline of Western powers. 
This series of articles deals with the formation of a new international order, and potential leadership changes in the United States, 
China and Russia this year. This first installment focuses on an underwater tug-of-war between U.S. and Chinese submarines in the 
Pacific Ocean. 

 



 2

8. Year Of The Dragon: 12 Chinese Maritime Developments To Look For In 2012 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 23 JAN 12) ... Andrew Erickson and Gabe Collins 

China has now entered the Year of the Dragon. According to traditional geomancy, for the first time since 1952, the year will be 
associated with the element water. Sixty years ago, in the throes of the Korean War, Beijing could scarcely have been further from the 
water. Today, however, China’s shipyards are humming and the PLA Navy (PLAN) is sustaining operations half a world away in the 
Gulf of Aden. 

 
9. China To Launch 30 Satellites 
Shenzhou-9 docking test may be manned: expert 
(GLOBAL TIMES (CHINA) 24 JAN 12) ... Xu Tianran 

China plans to put 30 satellites into Earth’s orbit this year with 21 launches, after the country’s space activities hit a record high 
last year, when 22 satellites were sent into space with 19 Long March rockets. 

 
10. Royal Navy Warship Set For Middle East Mission 
(THE INDEPENDENT (UK) 23 JAN 12) ... Ben Mitchell 

A Royal Navy warship set sail today for a seven-month mission to provide security in the Middle East. 
 

11. India Becomes 6th Nation To Join Elite Nuclear Submarine Club 
(TIMES OF INDIA 24 JAN 12) ... Rajat Pandit 

NEW DELHI - India's long hunt for a nuclear submarine is finally over. But it will take the country another 10-12 months to get 
an operational nuclear weapon triad - the capability to fire nukes from land, air and sea. 

 
12. Sri Lanka Denies Firing Charge 
(THE HINDU 23 JAN 12) ... R. K. Radhakrishnan 

Sri Lanka Navy has denied the allegation that its naval personnel attacked Indian fishermen in the seas off Kachchativu Island on 
Saturday. 

 

PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
13. Coalition Seeks To Shield Separation Pay From Taxes 
(NAVY TIMES 30 JAN 12) ... Rick Maze 

While they generally oppose efforts to make military pay and benefits more like what is offered in the private sector, a group of 
more than 30 military-related associations makes an exception when it comes to tax-deferred retirement savings. 

 
14. For-Profit Colleges Under Fire Again 
Durbin plans bill to take away incentive to target veterans' aid 
(CHICAGO TRIBUNE 23 JAN 12) ... Gregory Karp 

For-profit colleges are coming under attack again, this time for allegedly preying on military veterans. 
 

15. Bills Advance For Va. Active-Duty Military Students 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 24 JAN 12) ... Kathy Adams 

RICHMOND - Virginia’s active-duty military students may obtain college credit for their service and priority in registering for 
classes under two bills that advanced in the General Assembly today. 

 
16. For Electrical Jobs, Sailors Get New Protective Gear 
(NAVY TIMES 30 JAN 12) ... Sam Fellman 

New coveralls designed to protect sailors who work on electrical gear will hit the fleet early this year. The coveralls, along with a 
helmet and visor, are designed to insulate wearers from an electrical explosion known as an arc flash. 

 
17. SPAWAR Recognizes Space Cadre At Pinning Ceremony 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 23 JAN 12) ... Tina C. Stillions, Space and Naval Warfare Systems Command Public Affairs 

CHANTILLY, Va. -- Space and Naval Warfare Systems Command (SPAWAR) held an Information Dominance Warfare Officer 
pinning ceremony to recognize more than 60 Navy active duty and reserve officers Jan. 19. 

 
18. USS Nimitz Sailor Killed While Trying To Help Car Crash Victims 
Trooper also injured while assisting crashed motorists 
(KCPQ FOX TACOMA/SEATTLE 23 JAN 12) ... Dana Rebik 

GIG HARBOR - A 44-year-old Sailor from the aircraft carrier USS Nimitz was struck and killed on state Route 16 near Gig 
Harbor Monday when she stopped to help others involved in a car crash. 
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FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
19. As Budgets Tighten, Pentagon Eyes Prototyping Strategy 
(DEFENSE NEWS 23 JAN 12) ... Marcus Weisgerber 

The Pentagon may conduct more prototyping of high-tech capabilities to help preserve the industrial base at a time when weapon 
and equipment purchases are projected to decline. 

 
20. GOP Leader Calls For Replacing Defense Cuts One Year At A Time, If Necessary 
(THE HILL 23 JAN 12) ... Russell Berman 

House Majority Leader Eric Cantor (R-Va.) on Monday suggested replacing the $600 billion in automatic defense cuts set to 
begin in 2013, even if Congress must do so one year at a time. 

 
21. Lockheed Martin Leads Expanded Lobbying By U.S. Defense Industry 
(BLOOMBERG GOVERNMENT 24 JAN 12) ... Roxana Tiron 

Defense contractors Lockheed Martin Corp., General Dynamics Corp and Raytheon Co. spent a combined $33.4 million on 
lobbying in Washington last year, a 10 percent increase from 2010, as Congress and the Obama administration weighed cuts in the 
Pentagon budget. 

 

BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
22. Sen. Mark Warner Checks In With Military Families Dealing With Mold 
(WTKR CBS NORFOLK 23 JAN 12) ... Laurie Simmons 

“I’ve been fighting it for four years, to get someone to come out and fix my house,” says Sue Corbitt. She is happy now that the 
fight is finally over for her and her family. 

 
23. JEB Little Creek-Fort Story To Host "Top Chef" Contest 
(WTKR CBS NORFOLK 23 JAN 12) ... Holly Henry 

VIRGINIA BEACH, VA --- Joint Expeditionary Base Little Creek-Fort Story will host the 2012 "Top Chef" Mid-Atlantic 
Regional Galley Culinary Competition on 25 Jan., beginning at 8:00 a.m., at the JEBLC Dining Facility. 

 
24. Full Steam Ahead For Battleship 
(CHERRY HILL (NJ) COURIER POST 23 JAN 12) ... Carol Comegno 

CAMDEN — The Battleship New Jersey museum is still coping with a whopping reduction in state aid that is causing problems 
with a loan and is fending off old foes who want to take the ship upstate. 

 
25. 'Free Air Show' Or Annoying Jet Noise From Visiting Fighters At NAS Jacksonville? 
Fighters simulate enemy force for ships, aircraft with USS Enterprise. 
(FLORIDA TIMES-UNION 21 JAN 12) ... Jeff Brumley 

The first fighter to blast down the main runway at Jacksonville Naval Air Station Friday was an F/A-18C Hornet painted to look 
like a Soviet MiG, red stars and all. It shot over Roosevelt Boulevard shortly after 11 a.m., banked sharply left away from Target 
parking lot and headed out to sea. 

 

NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
26. Nominees Announced For Four Pentagon Posts 
(DEFENSE NEWS 23 JAN 12) ... Marcus Weisgerber 

The White House has asked Congress to approve nominees for four key Defense Department positions, including undersecretaries 
for acquisition, policy and personnel. 

 
27. Capstone Concept For Joint Operations Document Revision Nears Completion 
(DEFENSE DAILY 24 JAN 12) ... Ann Roosevelt 

The Joint Staff has just completed a review of the three-year-old Capstone Concept for Joint Operations (CCJO), a document 
developed under then-Chairman of the Joint Chiefs Adm. Mike Mullen and expected to guide force development and experimentation. 

 
28. With A Prod From Europe, U.S. Moves Closer To A Commercial Jet Biofuel Facility 
(CLIMATEWIRE 23 JAN 12) ... Saqib Rahim and Julia Pyper 

The aviation industry and federal government are closing in on deals to build the United States' first commercial-scale sources of 
jet biofuel, a move considered critical to cutting the sector's emissions. 
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29. Special Forces Get Social In New Psychological Operation Plan 
(WIRED 20 JAN 12) ... Noah Shachtman 

The elite forces of the U.S. military think they’ve found a new way to sway opinion in the Pentagon’s preferred directions: a 
voice-based social networking app that’s a cross between talk radio and Twitter. 

 
30. Navy To Join Big East Football In 2015 
(CBS SPORTS 23 JAN 12) ... Brett McMurphy 

In December, Navy athletic director Chet Gladchuk told CBSSports.com Navy would be joining the Big East as a football-only 
member but wasn’t sure when. 

 

OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
31. How Iran May Trigger Accidental Armageddon 
(BLOOMBERG VIEW 23 JAN 12) ... Jeffrey Goldberg 

One of the arguments often made in favor of bombing Iran to cripple its nuclear program is this: The mullahs in Tehran are 
madmen who believe it is their consecrated duty to destroy the perfidious Zionist entity (which is to say, Israel) and so are building 
nuclear weapons to launch at Tel Aviv at the first favorable moment. 

 
32. 5 Reasons To Attack Iran 
Sanctions against Iran are tightening, including Europe's ban on oil imports. But Tehran is highly unlikely 
to reach a negotiated agreement over its nuclear program. In the choice between Iran having nuclear 
weapons and a U.S. military strike to prevent that, a strike is the least bad option. 
(CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR 23 JAN 12) ... Matthew Kroenig 

WASHINGTON -- Iran continues to make steady progress on its nuclear program. The international community, led by the 
United States, is imposing increasingly tough sanctions on Tehran, including a European ban on oil imports from Iran. The world 
should hope that Iran will negotiate away its uranium enrichment program. 

 

BBLLOOGGSS::  
33. EXCERPTS FROM BLOGS AROUND THE WORLD 
(PUBLISHED 20 – 23 JAN 12) 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Navy Confirms 3rd Carrier For SD Bay By 2016 
Naval chief says Asia strategy bodes well for region 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 23 JAN 12) ... Jeanette Steele 

The Navy’s new top officer said Monday that the Defense 
Department’s shift in focus to Asia and the Pacific bodes well 
for San Diego, the principal home of the Pacific Fleet, and 
confirmed that a third aircraft carrier probably will be assigned 
to San Diego Bay by 2016. 

“It’s clear in the strategy — the Asia Pacific region is No. 
1,” said Adm. Jonathan Greenert in an interview after he 
addressed 800 Sailors at San Diego Naval Base. “That 
portends in a positive nature for San Diego.” 

Looking toward a downsized Pentagon budget, expected 
to be released soon, the chief of naval operations called it 
“reasonable” for the Navy — which along with the Air Force 
will take on a larger role as the Afghanistan war ends, the 
ground forces decrease and the U.S. focus turns to the growing 
military power of China and North Korea. 

“$489 billion over 10 years, $261 billion over five years 
— that portends some reduction. You can’t just throw that off 
(on) somebody (else),” said Greenert, who has held the Navy’s 
top uniformed job for four months. 

“But, we have got to balance toward the Asia Pacific. So I 
would expect this region to be relatively satisfied.” 

Greenert’s confirmation of a third flattop for San Diego 
comes after Defense Secretary Leon Panetta’s announcement 
this weekend that the United States will maintain its fleet of 11 
aircraft carriers despite budget pressures. 

Panetta spoke aboard the Enterprise, the nation’s oldest 
operating aircraft carrier, which is scheduled to be retired after 
a final deployment later this year. 

The Virginia-based flattop is being replaced by the Gerald 
R. Ford, the $11 billion carrier that will be the first of its class. 
There will be a nearly three-year gap before the Ford is 
commissioned, which led to speculation that the Navy was 
considering permanently cutting back to 10 because of cost. 

But Panetta is apparently making the budget cuts without 
damaging the carrier delivery schedule. 

“Our view is that the carriers, because of their presence, 
because of the power they represent, are a very important part 
of our ability to maintain power projection both in the Pacific 
and in the Middle East,” the defense secretary said Saturday, 
according to The Associated Press. 

That carrier calculus will apparently include a third 
assigned to North Island Naval Air Station. 

The region was knocked down to two-carrier status when 
the Nimitz left San Diego for Washington state in December 
2010. The Ronald Reagan, which departed this month for a 
yearlong overhaul, is expected to return. 

Rep. Susan Davis, D-San Diego, has said Navy officials 
told her another would be stationed here by 2016. 

Greenert endorsed that plan Monday. “We’re still on that 
track. That’s a good date,” he said, declining to name the third 
carrier. 

Speaking to Sailors, Greenert revealed an energetic and 
casual manner. The tall, lean former submarine officer moved 
around the San Diego Naval Base theater where he spoke, 
joking and shaking hands with Sailors who posed questions at 
what’s known as an “all hands call.” 

Greenert told the San Diego Sailors their retirement 
checks are safe from changes being considered for military 
benefits, which could lead to a 401(k)-style retirement plan 
instead of today’s package that provides a pension after 20 
years of service. 

“If you are wearing a uniform today, you’re under the 
current retirement system,” he said. 

This naval operations chief presides over a drastically 
different environment than his predecessor, Gary Roughead, 
who once said that the military was riding an inflated spending 
high while fighting the Iraq and Afghanistan wars. 

One of the challenges facing Greenert is the Navy’s 
version of the F-35 Joint Strike Fighter, the Pentagon’s most 
expensive program. Panetta is expected to announce that 
purchases of the F-35 will be delayed. 

Scrutiny had fallen on the Marine Corps’ version of the 
jet, which was put on “probation” in 2011 due to problems 
with its unique short takeoff, vertical landing capability. 

Last week, the Pentagon took that variant, the F-35B, off 
probation thanks to good progress. 

The same week, reports surfaced that the Navy version, 
the F-35C, had problems with its tailhook, the crucial 
mechanism that helps a jet stop after landing on a carrier deck. 
The tailhook failed to catch the arresting wire during land 
tests. Manufacturer Lockheed Martin is redesigning the part. 

A Pentagon report also said the aircraft has shown 
deficiencies in the technology that integrates electronic 
displays inside the pilot’s helmet. 

Greenert said he is “disappointed, but not disheartened” 
by the tailhook news. 

“I’m pretty confident they will reconcile it. I think this 
will be done in due time,” he said. “My concern would be, 
let’s not have this interfere with the testing of the sea variant. 
That’s what I will keep my eye on.” 

The Navy hopes to start sea tests in late 2013. 
Greenert also said there’s a trade-off in possibly waiting 

for jet delivery — the software will be more mature. 
“We may have a nice feeling that we are in production. 

But if you know in the back of your mind they are not going to 
be ready to integrate in the air wing until they come back in 
(for upgrade), then we haven’t gained that much,” he said. 

“I think the decision you’ll see in the budget is a decent 
decision, especially for the sea.” 

Return to Index 
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2. Gortney Tapped To Head Fleet Forces Command 
(NAVY TIMES 23 JAN 12) ... William H. McMichael 

President Obama has nominated Vice Adm. Bill Gortney 
as the next commander of U.S. Fleet Forces Command, a 
move that if approved by the Senate would likely occur this 
summer. 

Defense Secretary Leon Panetta made the announcement 
today. 

Gortney, director of the Pentagon’s Joint Staff, would be 
promoted to admiral and replace Adm. John Harvey, who has 
commanded what was once known as U.S. Atlantic Fleet since 
July 2009. Gortney reported to the Pentagon in July 2010. 

Harvey, with three years on the job come summer, is 
expected to retire. 

Naval observers and industry insiders told Navy Times in 
late December that Gortney appeared to have the inside track 
on the job, saying he possesses the right combination of 
experience in preparing ships to deploy, readiness funding 
requirements and fleet operations. 

The job, one retired flag said, requires someone who’s 
“excellent in standards and execution … and sustaining what 
you’ve got.” 

Gortney has commanded a carrier air wing, a strike group 
and 5th Fleet, as well as two aviation squadrons. He 
understands requirements, having served as deputy chief of 
staff for global force management and joint operations at the 
former U.S. Joint Forces Command. His current job is his 
second go-round on the Joint Staff, having worked at the J-33 
Joint Operations Department, Central Command Division, in 
1998-1999. 

Fleet Forces Command is responsible for manning, 
training and equipping all Navy forces east of the Mississippi 
and providing same to overseas combatant commanders. It 
advises the CNO on all integrated warfighter capability 
requirements. It also handles the Navy’s anti-terrorism/force 
protection, individual augmentee and sea basing programs for 
the CNO. 

Return to Index 
 

3. Obama To Submit Budget To Congress Feb. 13 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 23 JAN 12) ... Roger Runningen and Julianna Goldman 

President Barack Obama will submit his proposed fiscal 
2013 budget to Congress on Feb. 13, an administration official 
said. 

The election-year proposal, a reflection of Obama’s 
policies, will outline proposed revenue and spending plans for 
the year that begins Oct. 1, along with deficit, inflation, 
unemployment and economic growth forecasts. 

The government posted a deficit of $1.3 trillion in fiscal 
2011, which ended Sept. 30. That was about equal to the 
shortfall in the previous year and the third-highest budget gap 
as a share of the economy since 1945, according to the 
nonpartisan Congressional Budget Office. 

The administration was due to release the document on 
Feb. 6. The date was set back to leave enough time for 
decisions on spending and technical details, according to the 
official, who wasn’t authorized to speak publicly. 

The delay isn’t expected to push back the Pentagon’s 
scheduled Jan. 26 news conference to unveil portions of the 
fiscal 2013 defense budget, according to two defense officials 
familiar with the department’s planning. Defense accounts for 
about 20 percent of the federal budget and about half the 
government’s discretionary spending. 

Obama’s last budget totaled $3.7 trillion. Administration 
officials have said he will reprise deficit-reduction plans and 
tax increases on the wealthy that have been rejected previously 
by Republicans in Congress. 

The proposal to cut the deficit will be along the lines of 
the $4 trillion proposal that he outlined last September, two 
administration officials said earlier this month. That plan 
called for $1.5 trillion in tax increases over the next decade, 
including the expiration of Bush-era tax cuts for families 
earning $250,000 or more a year. 

Many of Obama’s tax and spending proposals were 
ignored or rejected by Congress. His fiscal 2013 spending plan 
probably will encounter even more resistance in an election 
year when the presidency, every seat in the U.S. House and 
one-third of those in the Senate will be decided. 

House Budget Committee Chairman Paul Ryan, a 
Wisconsin Republican, said the delay is an “abdication of 
leadership” by the president. 

“This will mark the third time in four years the president 
has missed his statutory requirement to present a budget on 
time, while trillion-dollar budget deficits continue to mount,” 
Ryan said in an e-mailed statement. 

Return to Index 
 
 

CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
4. New Concept Emphasizes Joint Force’s Speed, Synergy 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 23 JAN 12) ... Karen Parrish 

WASHINGTON – With military budgets shrinking as 
threats grow in number and complexity, the Defense 
Department still must ensure the Army, Navy, Air Force and 
Marine Corps can defend national security in the coming 
decades. 

“The Joint Operational Access Concept is an important 
first step,” a senior Pentagon officer told reporters here Jan. 
20. 

Marine Corps Lt. Gen. George Flynn, the Joint Staff’s 
director of joint force development, said the concept -- which 
Joint Chiefs of Staff Chairman Army Gen. Martin E. Dempsey 
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released last week -- provides a framework for developing 
forces for future wars. 

“This concept describes, in broad and general terms, how 
the joint force will operate in response to what we see as a 
growing challenge to our ability to achieve and maintain 
operational access … in the various domains [of sea, land, air, 
space and cyberspace],” Flynn said. 

The 64-page concept focuses on defeating enemy “anti-
access and area-denial” capabilities -- getting U.S. forces into 
places and then moving them around within those places 
against enemy opposition. 

That opposition can include “mines, missiles, cyber 
threats -- but complicated by the threat that a lot of those 
capabilities could be available to nontraditional [actors], just 
because of the proliferation of technology,” Flynn said. 

The general offered as an example nonstate actors -- 
groups that aren’t aligned with national governments -- who 
can pose a disproportionate threat in the cyber domain. 

“That’s why it’s important, as we do force development, 
that we don’t get myopic on a specific threat,” he added. 

The concept’s authors say there are three reasons why 
gaining access against armed opposition is the “essential 
problem” for future joint forces: potential enemies are 
acquiring dramatically improved anti-access and area-denial 
capabilities; the number of U.S. troops permanently based 
overseas is declining, which will mean deploying troops for 
combat from the United States; and space and cyberspace are 
becoming increasingly important and contested domains. 

The concept lists 30 critical capabilities, divided among 
command and control, intelligence, fires [which the 
document’s glossary defines as “the use of weapon systems to 
create a specific lethal or nonlethal effect on a target”], 
movement and maneuver, protection, sustainment, information 
and engagement. 

It’s too soon to tie those capabilities to platforms or 
tactics, techniques and procedures, Flynn said, but the 30 
objectives will serve as a guide to the military services in their 
spending plans. 

“Those capabilities … can be provided by one service, or 
it could be the collective capability of the joint force,” he said. 
“The existing force development processes [will] bring those 
capabilities to reality.” 

The concept emphasizes joint operations, synergy and 
cooperation starting at a much lower level than they do now, 
the general noted. DOD’s existing air-sea battle strategy and 
upcoming concepts detailing entry, littoral (seas, lakes and 
rivers close to shore), and sustained land-based operations will 
align under the joint access concept, Flynn said. 

When Dempsey released the new concept document, 
initial response within the Pentagon to its emphasis on “cross-
domain synergy” was that it’s nothing new, Flynn said. 

“It is something we have to explore in greater detail,” he 
added. “Traditionally, we used to talk about combined arms … 

[in] the same domain. … What we’re saying in the Joint 
Operational Access Concept is we’re going to have multiple-
domain operations going on that have to be sequenced in a 
way that they’ve never been sequenced before.” 

The military understands the traditional domains of land, 
sea, air and space very well, Flynn said. “You have this new 
domain, cyber -- man-made, that changes all the time -- that 
now has to be thrown into the mix,” he added. 

That’s one challenge, he said, and another challenge is the 
level at which future conflicts will need to “go joint.” 

“We think that this is going to have to be operated … 
[and] coordinated at lower levels than we’ve ever had to do 
this before,” he explained. Lower-level operational synergy 
among services is core to the concept, and so is integrating 
cyber into the battle space, Flynn said. Both ideas need more 
exploration before they can be realized, he added. 

The concept is in line with the guidance he got from 
Dempsey to “take jointness and push it deeper, sooner in our 
force development,” Flynn said. 

Earlier emphasis on joint operations will allow the 
nation’s military to achieve its objectives more effectively, 
more efficiently and more affordably, he added. 

Warfare will become more complex as threats in the 
cyber domain mature, Flynn said, and equipment, doctrine, 
tactics, training and organization will have to adapt to that 
reality. 

The Capstone Concept for Joint Operations, last updated 
in 2009, details the main security challenges facing the joint 
force: winning the nation’s wars, deterring adversaries, 
developing cooperative security, defending the homeland and 
responding to civil crises. 

“This month, we just completed the review of the 
Capstone Concept for Joint Operations,” Flynn noted. “[We’re 
now] undertaking a revision of that document, and we’re on a 
pretty aggressive timeline.” 

In the hierarchy of documents, Flynn said, the revised 
capstone concept will bridge the Joint Operational Access 
Concept and further development of joint doctrine. 

The current version of the capstone concept doesn’t 
address the speed at which future operations will have to 
happen, Flynn said, adding that the new concept serves as a 
guide to the services and the joint force in managing 
development changes already under way and still to come. 

“It’s really easy to say, ‘I have a concept. I have to be 
able to operate fast. I have to be able to do this at levels lower 
than I ever have before,’” Flynn noted. 

“Will we be able to field that tomorrow?” he asked. “No. 
What we’re doing is identifying the challenges, identifying in 
general terms the capabilities, so that we can get to where … 
[we can] operate at speed [and] integrate at lower levels, and 
… do that in a joint context.” 

Return to Index 
 
 

GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
5. Iran Revives Gulf Threats After EU Sanctions 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 23 JAN 12) ... Brian Murphy and Nasser Karimi 

TEHRAN, Iran — Senior Iranian lawmakers stepped up 
threats Monday that Islamic Republic warships could block 

the Persian Gulf’s oil tanker traffic after the latest blow by 
Western leaders seeking to rein in Tehran’s nuclear program: 
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A punishing oil embargo by the European Union that sharply 
raises the economic stakes for Iran’s defiance. 

The EU decision in Brussels — following the U.S. lead to 
target Iran’s critical oil exports — opened a new front against 
Iran’s leadership. Pressure is bearing down on the clerical 
regime from many directions, including intense U.S. lobbying 
to urge Asian powers to shun Iranian crude, a nose-diving 
national currency and a recent slaying in what Iran calls a 
clandestine campaign against its nuclear establishment. 

In response, Iranian officials have turned to one of their 
most powerful cards: The narrow Strait of Hormuz at the 
mouth of the Gulf and the route for a fifth of the world’s oil. 
Iran has rattled world markets with repeated warnings it could 
block the hook-shaped waterway, which could spark a conflict 
in the Gulf. 

Military experts have questioned whether Iran has the 
naval capabilities to attempt a blockade. But the U.S. and 
allies have already said they would take swift action against 
any Iranian moves to choke off the 30-mile (50-kilometer) 
wide strait — where the American aircraft carrier Abraham 
Lincoln, along with British and French warships, entered the 
Gulf on Sunday without incident. 

The British Ministry of Defense said the three nations 
sought to “underline the unwavering international 
commitment to maintaining rights of passage under 
international law.” 

Earlier this month, Gen. Martin Dempsey, chairman of 
the U.S. Joint Chiefs of Staff, told CBS’ “Face the Nation” 
that Iranian forces could block shipping through the strait “for 
a period of time,” but added “we can defeat that” and restore 
the flow of oil and other commerce. He did not offer details on 
a U.S. military response, but the Pentagon is believed to have 
contingency plans for such a scenario. 

A member of Iran’s influential national security 
committee in parliament, Mohammad Ismail Kowsari, said 
Monday that the strait “would definitely be closed if the sale 
of Iranian oil is violated in any way.” He went on warn the 
U.S. against any “military adventurism.” 

Another senior lawmaker, Heshmatollah Falahatpisheh, 
said Iran has the right to shutter Hormuz in retaliation for oil 
sanctions and that the closure was increasingly probable, 
according to the semiofficial Mehr news agency. 

“In case of threat, the closure of the Strait of Hormuz is 
one of Iran’s rights,” Falahatpisheh said. “So far, Iran has not 
used this privilege.” 

The lawmakers’ comments do not directly reflect the 
views of Iran’s ruling clerics, but they echo similar statements 
made earlier this month by military commanders with close 
ties to the theocracy. 

At the same time, however, Iran has tried to ease tensions 
by offering to reopen nuclear talks with the U.S. and other 
world powers after a one-year gap, and backing off warnings 
about U.S. naval operations in the Gulf — where the U.S. 
Navy 5th Fleet has a base in Bahrain. 

On Monday in Brussels, the EU’s foreign policy chief 
Catherine Ashton urged Iran to offer “some concrete issues to 
talk about.” 

“It is very important that it is not just about words; a 
meeting is not an excuse, a meeting is an opportunity and I 
hope that they will seize it,” she said as the EU adopted its 
toughest measures on Iran with an immediate embargo on new 

oil contracts and a freeze of the country’s Central Bank assets. 
About 90 percent of the EU’s nearly $19 billion in Iranian 
imports in 2010 were oil and related products, according to the 
International Energy Agency. 

On Monday, the U.S. added new sanctions on Bank 
Tejerat, Iran’s third-largest bank. Obama has also approved 
new sanctions on Iran’s powerful central bank that take effect 
later this year. 

It follows U.S. sanctions enacted last month that target the 
Central Bank and its ability to sell petroleum abroad. The U.S. 
has delayed implementing the sanctions for at least six 
months, worried about sending the price of oil higher at a time 
when the global economy is struggling. On Monday, 
benchmark crude pushed above $99 a barrel after the EU 
sanctions and the renewed threats to close the Strait of 
Hormuz. 

“This is not a question of security in the region,” said 
German Foreign Minister Guido Westerwelle. “It is a question 
of security in the world.” 

In Washington, a joint statement by Secretary of State 
Hillary Rodham Clinton and Treasury Secretary Timothy 
Geithner said the EU move “will sharpen the choice for Iran’s 
leaders and increase their cost of defiance” over the country’s 
nuclear program. 

But there are no signals from Iran that the tougher 
sanctions will force concessions on the core dispute: Iran’s 
ability to enrich uranium. 

Iran’s Foreign Ministry spokesman Ramin Mehmanparast 
was quoted by state TV as calling the EU sanctions 
“psychological warfare” to try to halt Iran’s nuclear program. 

Iran’s leaders have consistently portrayed the country’s 
nuclear fuel labs as a symbol of national pride and part of 
efforts to become the Muslim world’s center for homegrown 
technology, including long-range missiles and rockets capable 
of reaching orbit. Iran says it seeks reactors only for energy 
and research, but the U.S. and others worry that the uranium 
enrichment will eventually lead to warhead-grade material. 

Earlier this month, Iran said it was beginning enrichment 
at a new facility buried in a mountainside south of Tehran. 

“Iran’s right for uranium enrichment is nonnegotiable,” 
said conservative Iranian lawmaker Ali Aghazadeh. “There is 
no reason for Iran to compromise over its rights. But Iran is 
open to discussions over concerns about its nuclear program.” 

Russia — which strongly opposed the EU sanctions — 
said in a statement: “Under pressure of this sort, Iran will not 
make any concessions or any corrections to its policies.” 

On the U.S. side, President Barack Obama may also be 
wary about political fallout from any negotiations in an 
election year. 

No date has been set to resume talks. A more pressing 
task for OPEC’s No. 2 producer is assessing the sting from the 
EU slap. 

The 27-nation bloc imposed an immediate halt to all new 
contracts for Iranian crude and petroleum products while 
existing ones are allowed to run until July. It also placed a 
freeze on the assets of Iran’s Central Bank. 

About 80 percent of Iran’s oil revenue comes from 
exports, and any measures that affect its ability to export oil 
could hit hard at its economy, which is already staggering 
from widespread unemployment and a sinking currency that 
has sharply driven up the relative costs for imported goods. 
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Theodore Karasik, a security expert at the Dubai-based 
Institute for Near East and Gulf Military Analysis, called the 
struggling Iranian economy a potential “weak spot” for the 
ruling system as the country moves toward parliamentary 
elections in early March. 

Reflecting the uncertainties, the Iranian rial fell Monday 
to a new low of nearly 21,000 to the dollar, a 14 percent drop 
since Friday, currency dealers said. A year ago, the rial was 
trading at 10,500 to the dollar. 

Samuel Ciszuk, a consultant at KBC Energy Economics 
in Britain, said the sanctions will likely cause crude prices to 
rise in Europe and soften in Asia in the short term as more 
Iranian oil heads east. The sanctions will make it even harder 
for Iran to find customers for its oil and shipping companies 
willing to carry it. 

“Iranian crude is being made the last choice ... You may 
be able to get it at a discount (outside the West), but how 
stable is the supply?” he said. 

In order to sell supplies once destined for Europe, Iran 
may need to offer discounts to its main buyers in Asia such as 
Japan, South Korea and China. Ciszuk said there hasn’t been 
much sign Tehran is willing to do this so far, and it may prefer 
for now to divert the excess into storage. 

U.S. officials, meanwhile, have been pressing Tehran’s 
main Asian oil markets to turn away from Iran. 

China — which counts on Iran as its third-biggest oil 
supplier — has rejected sanctions and called for negotiations 
over Iran’s nuclear program. 

South Korea, which relies on Iran for up to 10 percent of 
its oil supplies, was noncommittal on the U.S. sanctions. 
Japan, which imports about 9 percent of its oil from Iran, gave 
mixed signals but most recently expressed concern about how 
the sanctions would affect Japanese banks. 

But all three nations sent high-profile delegations — 
including one led by Chinese Premier Wen Jiabao — to oil-
rich Gulf Arab states this month for talks that left Iran fearful 
of efforts to undercut its crude exports. 

Within Iran, meanwhile, security officials are on higher 
alert over what they claim is a covert campaign led by Israel’s 
Mossad and backed by U.S. and Britain. On Jan. 11, a 
magnetic bomb placed on a car killed scientist who worked at 
Iran’s main uranium enrichment facility. It was at least the 
fourth targeted killing of a nuclear-related researcher in two 
years. 

The U.S. denied any role in the January attack, but 
Israel’s military chief hinted that Iran could face incidents that 
happen “unnaturally.” 

After the sanctions vote, British Prime Minister David 
Cameron, German Chancellor Angela Merkel and French 
President Nicolas Sarkozy issued a joint statement urging Iran 
to suspend its sensitive nuclear activities. 

“Our message is clear,” the statement said. “We have no 
quarrel with the Iranian people. But the Iranian leadership has 
failed to restore international confidence in the exclusively 
peaceful nature of its nuclear program. We will not accept Iran 
acquiring a nuclear weapon.” 

Return to Index 
 

6. Old And Ill-Trained But Still A Threat To International Shipping 
(FINANCIAL TIMES (UK) 24 JAN 12) ... Carola Hoyos 

Iran has a military that is ill-trained and poorly co-
ordinated; an aircraft fleet acquired mainly by the shah; and a 
navy of speedboats that, beside the aircraft carriers of the U.S. 
Fifth Fleet that patrols the Gulf, look like flies swarming a 
rhinoceros. But no one doubts it has the power to interrupt a 
third of the world’s seaborne oil trade through the Strait of 
Hormuz and pull the U.S. into a conflict that could quickly 
escalate into something neither side has bargained for. 

General Martin Dempsey, chairman of the U.S. joint 
chiefs of staff, noted the risks posed by Iran in an interview on 
CBS this month: “Yes, they can block it. They’ve invested in 
capabilities that for a short period of time block the Strait of 
Hormuz.” 

But this could be up to six weeks, which to jumpy oil 
markets would seem an eternity. In one of the most detailed 
analyses of the two countries’ military options in this long-
running rhetorical battle, Professor Caitlin Talmadge of 
George Washington University wrote that the question was 
whether Iran could harass shipping enough to prompt U.S. 
intervention in defence of the narrow sea lanes of the critical 
artery. “The notion that Iran could truly block the strait is 
wrong – but so too is the notion that U.S. operations in 
response to any Iranian action would be short and simple,” she 
wrote in 2008. 

Iran would be likely to start by slowing traffic using 
speedboats to force tankers to make evasive manoeuvres or by 
imposing inspections. But the main threat lies in its missiles 
and mines – 10 times as powerful as those used in the 1980s 
tanker wars, says Sabahat Khan of the Institute for Near East 
and Gulf Military Analysis, a think-tank based in the Middle 
East. 

If Iran were to mine even part of the strait, it could take 
the U.S. and its allies the best part of a month to clear the 
danger, Prof Talmadge notes. The U.S. would almost certainly 
first have to locate and destroy any threats to its mine-clearing 
vessels and helicopters. This would escalate tensions between 
the nations quickly and dramatically. 

Christopher Parry, former head of strategy for the UK’s 
Royal Navy, says Iran wants to be seen as the regional 
troublemaker but does not want to confront the U.S. military 
head on. “I think you would find the Iranians would retaliate 
against the states on the southern shore of the Gulf,” he says, 
noting that Tehran would try to make any attack look 
anonymous. “They’ll use terrorism, they’ll use special forces 
and they may fire missiles into the cities because they will 
assume that my enemy’s friend is my enemy.” 

Return to Index 
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7. Nations Face Off Beneath The Waves 
CHANGING WORLD 2012--Japan and East Asia 
(YOMIURI SHIMBUN 24 JAN 12) 

The world has been thrust into a period of great change 
due to China's emergence and the geopolitical decline of 
Western powers. This series of articles deals with the 
formation of a new international order, and potential 
leadership changes in the United States, China and Russia this 
year. This first installment focuses on an underwater tug-of-
war between U.S. and Chinese submarines in the Pacific 
Ocean. 

An underwater tug-of-war is intensifying among countries 
such as China, Russia and the United States in the seas around 
Japan. 

Vietnamese Defense Minister Phung Quang Thanh, who 
comes from Vietnam's army, requested an inspection of a 
Maritime Self-Defense Force submarine when he visited Japan 
in October. 

He visited the Makishio, a main submarine of the MSDF 
Submarine Flotilla 1, in the city of Kure, Hiroshima 
Prefecture. Made in Japan, the state-of-the-art submarine 
boasts a displacement capacity of 2,750 tons and is 82 meters 
in length. It can travel underwater silently and has stealth 
capabilities. 

The Vietnamese defense minister paid close attention to 
the Makishio's interior. It was rare for the MSDF to show the 
military leader of a non-allied country the craft's interior, 
which is full of secrets. 

The commander of the Vietnamese Navy also visited 
Japan in December. 

Vietnam's military leaders visited Japan and contacted the 
MSDF in succession because the country is now rapidly trying 
to build its own submarine fleet. The first of six Kilo-class 
Russian-made submarines Vietnam purchased in 2009 will be 
delivered in two years. 

Because it can travel silently underwater, a submarine is a 
strategic weapon. It has the offensive capability to destroy 
enemy ships and disrupt their transportation routes. It also has 
spying capabilities and can collect intelligence right under an 
enemy's nose. The very existence of a submarine can restrict 
an enemy's moves. 

Vietnam will employ submarines to deal with territorial 
disputes with China in the south China Sea. A Vietnamese 
source said the nation has begun receiving assistance from 
Russia and India to train its submarine crew members. 

"We've already made a request to Japan to help us operate 
submarines and train crew members," he said. 

When the Vietnamese defense minister visited Japan, 
Tokyo and Hanoi confirmed a multilateral cooperation 
security policy out of concern for China's ambitions to 
increase its influence in the south and East China seas. The 
two governments also signed a memorandum to promote 
mutual defense exchanges. 

Submarines would also help counter Beijing's strategy of 
denying the U.S. Navy access to and intervention in seas close 
to China. 

Beijing possesses more than 70 submarines, including 
state-of-the-art Jin-class nuclear submarines that can launch 
ballistic missiles. They have reportedly been deployed to 
China's Hainan Island, where the nation's largest submarine 
base is located. 

Hong Kong media have reported that Beijing has an 
ambitious project to build 30 new submarines by 2020. This 
suggests China, the world's second-largest economic power, is 
seriously considering a "private" plan to divide the Pacific 
Ocean into two and control one of the halves. The United 
States would control the other half, with Hawaii at its border. 
A high-ranking officer of the Chinese Navy revealed the plan's 
existence to the commander-in-chief of the U.S. Pacific 
Command in China as a "private proposal" in 2007. 

This plan, however, is a grave challenge to the United 
States and runs counter to the very idea of freedom of 
navigation in international waters being part of its national 
credo. 

"China's emergence as a regional power has the potential 
to affect the U.S. economy and our security in a variety of 
ways," according to a defense strategy report released by U.S. 
President Barack Obama's administration on Jan. 5. 

It declared the U.S. military will abandon its conventional 
strategy to prepare for large-scale wars in two regions at the 
same time, and "will of necessity rebalance [efforts] toward 
the Asia-Pacific region." 

The U.S. submarine fleet, the strongest in the world, 
would head toward the west in the Pacific Ocean. Washington 
is planning to deploy 60 percent of its aircraft carriers and 
submarines in the Asia-Pacific region. Attack submarines 
would be deployed forward to hunt enemies and protect U.S. 
aircraft carriers from surprise attacks by Chinese submarines. 

According to a report issued by the U.S. Congressional 
Research Service, the U.S. Navy has deployed three attack 
nuclear-powered submarines in waters near Guam. The report 
also says three others of the same type and two cruise-missile 
submarines have been deployed in waters off the U.S. 
mainland's west coast. A U.S. nuclear submarine is also 
planned to visit the western part of Australia. 

A 21st-century version of the "Great Game" has begun 
between the United States and China under the western 
Pacific. With Vietnam joining the link between the United 
States and its allies, a loose but broad coalition is forming 
against China. In the northern part of the Pacific, Russian 
nuclear submarines, meanwhile, are observing the United 
States and China's moves. 

Return to Index 
 

8. Year Of The Dragon: 12 Chinese Maritime Developments To Look For In 2012 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 23 JAN 12) ... Andrew Erickson and Gabe Collins 

China has now entered the Year of the Dragon. According 
to traditional geomancy, for the first time since 1952, the year 
will be associated with the element water. Sixty years ago, in 

the throes of the Korean War, Beijing could scarcely have 
been further from the water. Today, however, China’s 
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shipyards are humming and the PLA Navy (PLAN) is 
sustaining operations half a world away in the Gulf of Aden. 

Beginning with the major potential newsmakers, here are 
12 key things to watch for and what they mean: 

 A sharper than expected fall in economic expansion in 
2012 would shed light on how China’s 5th-generation 
leadership might balance domestic concerns and defense 
modernization if China begins moving onto a slower 
economic growth path. Most analysts appear to be 
forecasting GDP growth of greater than 8% in 2012. If 
growth falls at the low end of the forecasted range, and 
especially if it comes in closer to the long-term official 
benchmark of 7% GDP growth, China’s new leaders 
might limit capital-intensive naval modernization that will 
not provide immediate capabilities to ensure funds for 
economic stimulus measures. 

 Expect continued friction and possible skirmishes in the 
South China Sea, especially between Chinese and 
Vietnamese maritime forces. Beijing’s assertive approach 
regarding maritime issues in the South and East China 
Seas will likely generate additional friction with Japan, 
South Korea, Vietnam, and the Philippines. South Korea 
plans to begin using military special forces personnel 
armed with firearms on fishing enforcement missions. 
Serious confrontations involving Chinese fishermen are 
highly likely. 

 The PLAN will likely take steps to sustain a longer-term 
presence in the Indian Ocean region. New Delhi will take 
notice. Sustained expeditionary military operations 
necessitate access to regional replenishment and repair 
facilities. The PLA’s Gulf of Aden deployment is 
allowing it to build relationships through port visits in 
places like Port Salalah in Oman that stand to help it gain 
more formal access to regional harbors and airfields, 
which can be used to provide logistical support for future 
missions. China is most likely to pursue a “places, not 
bases” approach, since large fixed bases on foreign soil 
might create major diplomatic and security challenges 
that would undermine Beijing’s ability to portray its 
behavior as being different from that of the U.S. 
Locations where the PLAN might seek additional 
logistical support and access that in the foreseeable future 
include Tanzania, Kenya, Madagascar, the Seychelles, 
Djibouti, Salalah (Oman), Karachi (Pakistan), Jeddah 
(Saudi Arabia), Chittagong (Bangladesh), Hambantota 
and Colombo (Sri Lanka), Mauritius (where Port Louis 
has sufficient draft to accommodate a large warship), 
Kyukaphu (Burma) and Singapore. 

 PLAN ship construction will continue at a robust pace as 
yards build a wide array of modern warships including the 
Type 071 amphibious vessel and the new Type 56 
corvette. Unlike the West, where procurement is suffering 
amidst defense budget cuts, Chinese military shipbuilding 
continues steadily. Evidence of China’s first indigenous 
carrier hull may emerge even as its first foreign-purchased 
hull, the ex-Varyag, begins rudimentary flight operations. 

 –2012 may bring China’s first lethal or casualty-
generating engagement with pirates in the Gulf of Aden. 
Over the past three years, 10 PLAN task forces with 8,400 
officers have performed 409 escort missions for 4,411 

Chinese and foreign ships in and near the Gulf of Aden. 
The PLAN has also helped 48 vessels that had been 
attacked or released by pirates. While the PLAN has thus 
far not re-taken a hijacked vessel kinetically or inflicted 
casualties on pirates as the U.S., French or Indian navies 
have, it may end up trading fire with pirates in 2012 
thanks to accidents or unforeseen contingencies. 

 A second-ever PLAN-facilitated evacuation of Chinese 
citizens from an unstable coastal nation could well 
become necessary. Yemen and Syria loom large, with 
Sudan and Pakistan more remote possibilities. Following 
the overwhelming success of China’s first such effort in 
Libya last March (with token air force and naval support), 
Chinese at home and abroad have heightened 
expectations. Locals would do well to avoid harming 
Chinese in crisis zones. 

 China may conduct its first naval humanitarian assistance 
and disaster relief operation. In 2010, Beijing sent 
helicopters to Pakistan to assist with flood relief. Its Type 
071 amphibious warship and Peace Ark hospital ship 
might play even more useful roles if they could reach a 
crisis zone in time. 

 China’s first real sea-based nuclear deterrent is 
approaching. China’s Jin-class ballistic missile 
submarines remain too noisy to patrol confident that they 
won’t be detected by other navies’ anti-submarine 
platforms. However, apparently successful tests of the JL-
2 submarine launched ballistic missile in December 2011 
suggest China’s seaborne nuclear deterrent program is 
making meaningful progress. 

 China’s civil maritime forces will expand their 
capabilities and activities. China’s non-Navy maritime 
security services are likely to increasingly support the 
PLA Navy (PLAN) in 2012. This can help free up PLAN 
vessels for missions further afield. Key missions will 
likely include additional patrols and probing operations in 
disputed zones such as the East and South China Seas 
where using PLAN forces could risk escalating maritime 
conflicts more than using the Coast Guard forces would. 
China’s dispatch of its largest patrol vessel, newly-
commissioned Haijian 50, to contested parts of the East 
China Sea in December 2011 is a bellwether. 

 China expects to begin drilling its first ultra-deepwater 
oil/gas well with a domestically-made drillship. Vietnam 
and the Philippines will likely be unsettled, despite the 
fact that the initial deepwater well will most likely be 
drilled in the northern South China Sea within the 
undisputed portion of China’s claimed EEZ. 

 China’s seaborne crude-oil import dependency will rise 
further. Overland pipelines cannot offset growing demand 
and oil delivered by pipelines is in many instances less 
secure and more expensive than oil delivered by sea. High 
and rising dependence on seaborne natural resource 
imports will likely help PLAN strategists make a stronger 
case for building a blue water navy. 

 Beijing will scrutinize American and European fiscal 
challenges and government spending and policy 
implications in search of opportunities. China will likely 
intensify its push to persuade the EU to lift its arms 
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embargo, which was imposed in the wake of Tiananmen Square. 
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9. China To Launch 30 Satellites 
Shenzhou-9 docking test may be manned: expert 
(GLOBAL TIMES (CHINA) 24 JAN 12) ... Xu Tianran 

China plans to put 30 satellites into Earth’s orbit this year 
with 21 launches, after the country’s space activities hit a 
record high last year, when 22 satellites were sent into space 
with 19 Long March rockets. 

“A total of 100 satellites will be put into orbit through 100 
launches by 2015. This year, China will launch 21 rockets and 
lift 30 satellites into space,” the China Aerospace and 
Technology Corporation (CASC) announced yesterday. 

It highlighted achievements made by China’s aerospace 
industry in 2011, including the successful docking experiment 
between the Shenzhou-8 unmanned spacecraft and the 
Tiangong-1 space lab module, and the beginning of services 
by the GPS rival, Beidou Satellite Navigation system. 

“The number of China’s space launches in 2011 surpassed 
that of the US, which sent 18 satellites into orbit,” Pang 
Zhihao, a researcher from the Chinese Research Institute of 
Space Technology, told the Global Times. “The number of US 
space launches will further decrease this year due to the 
retirement of the space shuttles.” 

“If the 12th Five-year Plan can be strictly implemented, 
China will maintain its No. 2 position in the coming five years 
following Russia in terms of launching satellites,” Pang said. 

Russia topped the world in space missions last year with 
36 launches. Pang noted that Russia carried out a number of 
commercial launches, but the failure of four missions in 2011, 
including the Phobos-grunt spacecraft that carried a Chinese 
probe to Mars, dealt a blow to the space giant’s confidence. 

“One of the key missions for Chinese launches this year is 
the Shenzhou-9 spacecraft, which will also conduct docking 
tests with the Tiangong-1,” Pang said, adding that the 
Shenzhou-9 could be a manned mission. 

“Another major mission is the launching of six more 
satellites for the Beidou system, which will improve the 
system’s regional navigation ability,” Pang added. 

In the annual work conference held on January 16, the 
CASC awarded 1 million yuan ($158,331) each to its nine 
outstanding engineers, who made great contributions to last 
year’s projects, it announced yesterday. 

The company, also a major supplier for strategic weapons, 
revealed that its missile section conducted several tests last 
year with a 100 percent success rate. 

Since January, there have been online and Western media 
reports about China’s new type of submarine-launched 
intercontinental ballistic missile, allegedly called the Julang-2 
(giant wave). 

Richard Fisher, a Chinese military affairs specialist with 
the International Assessment and Strategy Center, told the 
Washington Times that information collected from Chinese 
online military bulletin boards suggested China had testfired 
six Julang-2 missiles from waters near Dalian, Liaoning 
Province. 

Meanwhile, a fisherman in Changdao county, Shandong 
Province accidentally retrieved a 4-meter-long, 2-meter-wide 
cylinder object, which seems to be the “booster stage of a 
missile,” the Jinan-based Qilu Evening News reported January 
10. 

While some Western defense observers claimed the 
wreckage is evidence of a recent Julang-2 launch, China’s 
military and defense authorities have remained silent on the 
alleged missile tests. 

On November 9, China successfully launched a Long 
March rocket carrying the Yaogan-12 remote sensing satellite. 

The Xinhua News Agency said the satellite will be used 
to “conduct scientific experiments, carry out surveys on land 
resources, estimate crop yield and help with natural disaster 
reduction and prevention.” 

However, space.com, a major space and astronomy news 
website, said the satellite could collect intelligence for the 
PLA and that “all previous Yaogan satellites carried radar or 
optical sensors for reconnaissance missions.” 

An anonymous space technology expert declined to 
discuss whether China’s Yaogan satellites are for military or 
civilian use, but told the Global Times that in other countries, 
similar satellites are also designed for both purposes. 
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10. Royal Navy Warship Set For Middle East Mission 
(THE INDEPENDENT (UK) 23 JAN 12) ... Ben Mitchell 

A Royal Navy warship set sail today for a seven-month 
mission to provide security in the Middle East. 

Type 23 frigate HMS Westminster, which left its home 
port of Portsmouth Naval Base, will also carry out counter-
piracy patrols during its deployment and police busy shipping 
lanes. 

Commanding officer Captain Nick Hine said: "It takes a 
tremendous amount of effort to get a complex and 
sophisticated warship ready for operations and I am extremely 
proud of my ship's company for the work they have done in 
getting us to this point. 

"Operations are what the Royal Navy is all about and we 
are itching to get going. 

"We sail into a region of heightened tensions and great 
challenges and we are ready and up for it." 

Last year HMS Westminster was deployed at short notice 
to the Mediterranean to assist in evacuating UK nationals from 
Libya and to conduct operations in support of United Nations 
Security Council resolutions against the Gaddafi regime. 

Many of the ship's company who are deploying to the 
Middle East are still on board from the mission off Libya, 
including Operations Officer Lieutenant Commander Andy 
Brown. 

He said: "We learnt a lot last year on our successful 
involvement in the Libyan operations and we will carry that 
experience forward to our next mission. 
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"The ship's company are excited about the deployment ahead and we are all determined to make it a success." 
Return to Index 
 

11. India Becomes 6th Nation To Join Elite Nuclear Submarine Club 
(TIMES OF INDIA 24 JAN 12) ... Rajat Pandit 

NEW DELHI - India's long hunt for a nuclear submarine 
is finally over. But it will take the country another 10-12 
months to get an operational nuclear weapon triad - the 
capability to fire nukes from land, air and sea. 

India on Monday became the world's sixth country after 
the U.S., Russia, France, the UK and China to operate nuclear-
powered submarines when the Russian Akula-II class 
submarine ‘K-152 Nerpa' was commissioned into Indian Navy 
as INS Chakra on a 10-year lease under a secretive almost $1-
billion contract inked in 2004. 

The 8,140-tonne INS Chakra, however, is not armed with 
long-range nuclear missiles, like the Russian SS-N-21 cruise 
missiles with an over 2,500-km range due to international non-
proliferation treaties like the Missile Technology Control 
Regime. 

'INS Chakra Can Outrun Any Pak, Chinese Subs' 
The Indian nuclear triad's elusive underwater leg will only 

come when the homegrown nuclear submarine, the over 
6,000-tonne INS Arihant equipped to carry a dozen K-15 
(750-km) or four K-4 (3,500-km) ballistic missiles, becomes 
fully operational by early-2013. India has the land and air legs 
in the shape of the Agni series of missiles and fighter jets 
capable of carrying nuclear weapons. 

Defence ministry sources said INS Chakra, commissioned 
at the Primorye region in far south-eastern Russia in a 
ceremony attended by top Indian and Russian officials, would 
soon set sail for India. It will be based at Visakhapatnam, next 
to where INS Arihant is slated to begin extensive sea trials in 
February-March after the ongoing harbour-acceptance trials. 

Though it may not add to India's nuclear deterrence 
posture, INS Chakra will give some much-needed muscle to 
India's depleting underwater combat arm, which has only 14 

ageing conventional submarines to brandish. India is in talks 
for the lease of another Akula-II class submarine from Russia, 
say sources. 

Nuclear-powered submarines are stealthy since they can 
operate underwater at long ranges for months unlike diesel-
electric submarines that need to surface every few days to get 
oxygen to recharge their batteries and have limited endurance 
due to fuel requirements. 

INS Chakra will also be armed with the 300-km range 
Klub-S land-attack cruise missiles, which India deploys on its 
Kilo-class conventional submarines as well as other missiles 
and advanced torpedoes. 

"It will be deadly ‘hunter-killer' of enemy submarines and 
warships, as also provide effective protection to a fleet at sea. 
It can also provide cover to the nuclear-armed INS Arihant if 
required. With a dived speed of 30-35 knots, INS Chakra will 
be able to outrun any current Pakistani or Chinese submarine," 
said a source. 

The Navy will also use INS Chakra to train its Sailors in 
the complex art of operating nuclear submarines. The 
‘Charlie-I' class nuclear submarine India had leased from 
Russia from 1988 to 1991 was also named INS Chakra but the 
expertise gained on it was steadily lost since the Navy did not 
operate any other nuclear submarine thereafter. 

The new 10-year lease flows from the January 2004 
agreement, with India funding a major part of Nerpa's 
construction at Komsomolsk-on-Amur shipyard after Russia 
stopped it midway due to a fund crunch. It was slated for 
induction much earlier but technical glitches delayed the 
process, which included a toxic gas leak in November 2008 
that killed 20 Russian Sailors. 
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12. Sri Lanka Denies Firing Charge 
(THE HINDU 23 JAN 12) ... R. K. Radhakrishnan 

Sri Lanka Navy has denied the allegation that its naval 
personnel attacked Indian fishermen in the seas off 
Kachchativu Island on Saturday. 

Responding to a report in The Hindu on Monday, the 
Navy expressed its “deep concerns over the malicious 
allegations made repeatedly accusing Sri Lanka Navy of 
harassing Indian fishermen. At no instance has credible proof 
[been] provided regarding any Sri Lanka Navy involvement. 
However, on numerous occasions, Sri Lanka Navy has come 
to the rescue of Indian fishermen in distress and provided 
them with assistance using its vessels and personnel.” 

In a statement, the Navy said on January 22 too, its Navy 
rescued nine fishermen onboard two trawlers, which had 
developed mechanical problems and were drifting in the seas 
north of Mannar. The two trawlers were towed to 
Thalaimannar Naval Base. The Navy will carry out repairs and 
send them back. 

“During the recently held International Maritime 
Boundary Line meeting between the Sri Lanka Navy, Sri 

Lanka Coast Guard, Indian Navy and Indian Coast Guard, Sri 
Lanka Navy had briefed the Indian authorities on the measures 
taken to humanely treat Indian fishermen found engaged in 
poaching in Sri Lankan waters. It was also mentioned that as 
all Sri Lanka Navy ships and craft display their pennant 
number, any incident reported with regard to harassment 
should be made with date, time, location and pennant number 
of the craft or ships,” the Navy said. 

The Navy's denial lends credence to the fact that an armed 
group is operating in the region. Fishermen association leaders 
in Tamil Nadu are convinced that the injured fishermen were 
not inflicting wounds on themselves, or were faking injuries. 
The needle of suspicion points to the armed groups operating 
in the Northern Province, a reference to which has been made 
in the Lessons Learnt and Reconciliation Committee Report, a 
document that suggested ways to peacefully resolve the ethnic 
conflict. 

Return to Index 
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PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
13. Coalition Seeks To Shield Separation Pay From Taxes 
(NAVY TIMES 30 JAN 12) ... Rick Maze 

While they generally oppose efforts to make military pay 
and benefits more like what is offered in the private sector, a 
group of more than 30 military-related associations makes an 
exception when it comes to tax-deferred retirement savings. 

The Military Coalition wants to change the law on the 
Thrift Savings Plan so service members could deposit 
separation into their government retirement accounts — 
without having to pay taxes on the money first. 

“This would treat them like civilian plans treat people 
who leave before retirement,” said Mike Hayden of the 
Military Officers Association of America, who co-chairs the 
coalition committee that focuses on retirement programs. 

The proposal would apply to voluntary and involuntary 
separation pay, allowing those who will not earn regular 
military retired pay to set aside the money for their retirement, 
Hayden said. 

Troops may contribute no more than $17,000 a year to 
TSP accounts unless they’re serving in a combat zone. For 
those members, the contribution limit was $49,000 last year 
and is $50,000 in 2012. 

Involuntary separation pay ranges from $14,265 to 
$172,420, depending on rank and years of service. Voluntary 
separation pay could be up to four times the rate of 
involuntary separation pay under authority approved by 
Congress, but the services often cap payments well below that. 

Placing such payments into a TSP account would allow 
taxes to be deferred until the money is withdrawn, and also 
would allow the money to be rolled into the retirement savings 

plan of a future employer, if that’s more convenient. The 
formal coalition statement on the proposal says providing a 
“transportable” benefit is a way to recognize that military 
careers are being cut short. 

Coalition members have begun talking with congressional 
aides about the proposal in hopes of getting it included in the 
2013 defense budget, so the option could be available to 
people separated from the military as early as Oct. 1. “People 
who … cannot serve for a full career should have options for 
how to handle the money they receive because they will not be 
getting military retired pay,” said John Davis, director of 
legislative programs for the Fleet Reserve Association and the 
other co-chair of the coalition’s retirement committee. 

The coalition would like a permanent change in law but 
would settle for a temporary measure of perhaps three to five 
years if nec-essary, Hayden said. 

The Retired Enlisted Association, a coalition member, 
supports the TSP proposal but has a slight concern about the 
precedent it could set for future retirement changes precisely 
because it might be viewed by some as making military 
benefits more like private-sector benefits. 

That could fuel discussions about eliminating the 
military’s 20-year retirement system, said Deirdre Parke 
Holleman, TREA’s executive director. 

“We support expanding TSP because of the short-term 
improvements for people who receive separation pay, but we 
remain opposed to civilianizing military retirement,” she said. 
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14. For-Profit Colleges Under Fire Again 
Durbin plans bill to take away incentive to target veterans' aid 
(CHICAGO TRIBUNE 23 JAN 12) ... Gregory Karp 

For-profit colleges are coming under attack again, this 
time for allegedly preying on military veterans. 

Sen. Dick Durbin, D.-Ill., is scheduled to hold a forum on 
the issue in Chicago Monday and plans to introduce legislation 
later in the day that would eliminate the financial incentive 
for-profit colleges have to recruit veterans aggressively into 
pricey programs. It would also require schools to get more of 
their revenue from sources other than the federal government's 
educational aid programs. 

Criticism of for-profit schools has heated up in recent 
weeks. Last week, Illinois Attorney General Lisa Madigan 
sued Westwood College, claiming for-profit colleges mislead 
students enrolled in its criminal justice program, putting them 
deep in debt and saddling them with a nearly worthless degree 
for pursuing careers in Illinois law enforcement. 

Earlier this month, shareholders sued Career Education 
Corp., a large for-profit college operator based in 
Schaumburg, claiming company officials misled investors 
about job placement rates for graduates, which led to a scandal 
and contributed to a lower stock price. 

For-profit colleges are being scrutinized by Congress, the 
U.S. Department of Education and the Justice Department for 

saddling students with crushing debt and questionable degrees 
that don't lead to jobs in their fields of study. Much of their 
revenue comes from federal grants and loans. 

Military veterans are being aggressively recruited, critics 
claim, because of their lucrative forms of federal aid, such as 
GI Bill funds and Department of Defense tuition assistance 
benefits. That aid doesn't count toward the 90-10 rule, which 
bars for-profit colleges and universities from deriving more 
than 90 percent of their revenue from the Department of 
Education's federal student aid programs. The purpose of the 
rule is to ensure that for-profit schools, many of which are 
publicly held corporations, are not using taxpayer money as 
their sole source of revenue. 

A Dec. 8 Senate committee report noted that educational 
benefits from the Veteran's Administration and the 
Department of Defense received by 20 for-profit education 
companies between 2006 and 2010 increased 683 percent, to 
more than a half-billion dollars. 

Durbin will propose changing the rule to 85-15, meaning 
for-profit colleges would be limited to receiving 85 percent of 
their revenue from federal financial aid. Significantly, it would 
also count education aid for military personnel toward that 85 



 15

percent, eliminating the special incentive for career schools to 
recruit veterans. 

Brian Moran, interim president of the Washington-based 
Association of Private Sector Colleges and Universities, which 
represents for-profits colleges, said in a statement that some 
legislators "have chosen to erect, rather than break down, the 
barriers to critical job-training and educational programs for 
veterans. Sen. Durbin's reported legislation on recruiting will 
only cut off access for thousands of veterans to the skill-
intensive, hands-on programming and intensive job-placement 
support that veterans transitioning into the workplace need." 

Those at American Military University, a provider of 
online education to active members of the military, contend 

schools like theirs are wrongfully lumped with schools using 
questionable tactics. 

"No matter how well we're doing and how long we've 
been honorably serving the military, we get caught up in this 
because of the broad-brush strokes with this attack on the for-
profit industry," said Jim Sweizer, vice president of military 
programs at American Military University, based in Charles 
Town, W.Va. 

He added: "It's somewhat insulting that they don't give 
veterans the benefit of the doubt -- these are intelligent people 
-- and (they portray them as) being totally duped by a school." 

Veterans and for-profit colleges will be a topic at a forum 
9:30 a.m. Monday at the Dirksen Federal Building. Contact 
Durbin's office for information: 312-353-4952. 
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15. Bills Advance For Va. Active-Duty Military Students 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 24 JAN 12) ... Kathy Adams 

RICHMOND - Virginia’s active-duty military students 
may obtain college credit for their service and priority in 
registering for classes under two bills that advanced in the 
General Assembly today. 

The House Education Committee this morning 
unanimously voted in support of two bills to accomplish those 
goals. The end result could benefit thousands of military 
service members in Hampton Roads seeking degrees from 
Tidewater Community College, Old Dominion University and 
other public schools. 

House Bill 548 will require public colleges and 
universities to institute policies providing certain 
administrative benefits to active-duty military, such as priority 
in enrolling for classes. The goal is to “recognize the 
scheduling difficulties and obligations encountered" by 
military personnel, according to the bill. 

The second, House Bill 195, will require those schools 
also to draft policies converting military training into college 
credit. For example, a Sailor trained in information technology 
for the Navy may receive class credits toward an IT degree 
from ODU. 
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16. For Electrical Jobs, Sailors Get New Protective Gear 
(NAVY TIMES 30 JAN 12) ... Sam Fellman 

New coveralls designed to protect sailors who work on 
electrical gear will hit the fleet early this year. The coveralls, 
along with a helmet and visor, are designed to insulate wearers 
from an electrical explosion known as an arc flash. 

The electrical coveralls are organizational wear, issued by 
your command, which are intended to be worn during 
electrical maintenance. Officials say these aren’t likely to be 
everyday uniforms. 

“These coveralls are considered personal protective 
equipment,” said Khosrow Moniri, a technical warrant holder 
for electrical systems at Naval Sea Systems Com-mand. 
“They’re like a face shield. From my perspective, it’s not 
meant to be a uniform that they wear every day.” The reason 
for the new gear: Ships are getting more power-hungry. And 
with more power comes a greater risk of arc flashes. The goal 
is that by March 31, sailors working on shipboard electrical 
circuits rated from 300 to 1,000 volts will be required to wear 
these coveralls, along with the helmet, visor and rubber 
gloves, said Senior Chief Electrician’s Mate (SW) Gus 
Zografos, a fleet liaison at NAVSEA, who added that the 
naval ships’ technical manuals are being updated to reflect the 
change. Zografos listed the sailors most likely to wear them: 
electrician’s mates, interior communications electricians, gas 
turbine systems technicians (electrical), fire controlmen and 
electronics technicians. 

Because ships and type commanders are ordering the 
coveralls, Moniri and a NAVSEA spokeswoman were unable 
to say how many sets had been ordered. Each set costs 

between $54 and $81, depending on the size, and are being 
manufactured by Saf-Tech, which declined to say how many 
sets the Navy had ordered. 

Systems on most warships max out at 450 volts. Only 
aircraft carriers and the amphibious assault ship Makin Island 
have systems drawing more power, Moniri said; these ships 
are issued heavier arc flash suits designed to protect sailors up 
to 5,000 volts. 

Arc flashes grow more dangerous as voltages increase. 
And rated capacities are increasing. New ship classes, such as 
the America-class amphibious assault ships and the Zumwalt-
class destroyer, will feed systems that use more than 450 volts, 
Moniri said. And that’s necessitating changes for how the 
Navy protects its electricians. 

“Combat systems, radars — everything’s getting power-
hungry,” Moniri said. “Ship electrification is a fact of life.” 
Because an arc flash releases intense heat for a split-second, 
the coveralls are designed to insulate you from the heat and 
keep your clothes from catching on fire. 

“The vast majority of catastrophic injuries and fatalities 
from electric arcs are caused by clothing ignition, not by the 
arc itself,” wrote Scott Margolin, the technical director for 
Westex, which makes the actual fabric used in the electrician’s 
coveralls, in an email. 

The fabric, trademarked as Indura, has hollow cotton 
fibers filled with a flame-resistant polymer. This material 
catalytically converts the cotton into carbon — a material that 
doesn’t burn — before it ignites, Margolin said, summing up: 
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“In other words, Indura chars instead of burning.” There are 
three other types of coveralls in the fleet: damage control 
coveralls, engineering coveralls and regular coveralls. But 

these only offer negligible protection from an arc flash, Moniri 
said. 
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17. SPAWAR Recognizes Space Cadre At Pinning Ceremony 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 23 JAN 12) ... Tina C. Stillions, Space and Naval Warfare Systems Command Public Affairs 

CHANTILLY, Va. -- Space and Naval Warfare Systems 
Command (SPAWAR) held an Information Dominance 
Warfare Officer pinning ceremony to recognize more than 60 
Navy active duty and reserve officers Jan. 19. 

Held at the National Reconnaissance Office (NRO), the 
event highlighted the SPAWAR Space Field Activity's 
contribution to the Information Dominance Corps and was 
presided by Deputy Chief of Naval Operations for Information 
Dominance Vice Adm. Kendall Card. 

Rear Adm. James Rodman, SPAWAR chief engineer, 
received his pin during the ceremony and provided opening 
remarks before introducing Card. 

"Just as the armored tank transformed land warfare and 
the aircraft carrier sea warfare, our networks and our ability to 
use information will transform the estate known as cyber 
warfare," said Rodman. "If Gen. Patton were alive today, he'd 
probably trade in his pearl handed six shooters for a 
smartphone and an iPad." 

Rodman discussed the importance of information as the 
Navy's newest warfare domain. Information Dominance 
requires speed to identify, process and correlate data into a 
recognizable whole so that it can be used as an asymmetric 
warfighting advantage. 

"The electromagnetic world has become the real world, 
and we have to dominate it," said Rodman. "That's a huge sea 
state change for our doctrine, our weapons and our people." 

The Information Dominance Warfare pin is given to a 
select group of skilled individuals with expertise in 
intelligence, information warfare, oceanography, meteorology 
and space. Those who receive the designation must complete a 
rigorous training and qualification process before being 
awarded the insignia. 

Card stressed the importance of bringing members of the 
space cadre into the fold and solidifying a vital link in the 
Information Dominance Corps architecture. 

"The warfare pin represents a common warfighter identity 
for the Information Dominance Corps, and I'm here to 
welcome you to your community," said Card. "The 
qualification represents the significant gains we have made 
toward establishing the IDC as a key warfighting capability of 
the U.S. Navy." 

The SPAWAR SSFA cadre is the Navy's presence at the 
NRO and also serves the Program Executive Office for Space 
Systems, which coordinates all Department of Navy space 
research, development and acquisition activities. 

As the Navy's Information Dominance systems command, 
SPAWAR designs, develops and deploys advanced 
communications and information capabilities. With more than 
8,900 active duty military and civil service professionals 
located around the world and close to the fleet, SPAWAR is at 
the forefront of research, engineering, acquisition and support 
services that provide vital decision superiority to our forces at 
the right time and for the right cost. 
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18. USS Nimitz Sailor Killed While Trying To Help Car Crash Victims 
Trooper also injured while assisting crashed motorists 
(KCPQ FOX TACOMA/SEATTLE 23 JAN 12) ... Dana Rebik 

GIG HARBOR - A 44-year-old Sailor from the aircraft 
carrier USS Nimitz was struck and killed on state Route 16 
near Gig Harbor Monday when she stopped to help others 
involved in a car crash. 

State Patrol troopers said it all started when a car hit ice 
on the highway, spun out and went into a ditch. After 
Washington State Patrol responded, another car lost control 
and hit the trooper’s vehicle. Soon after that, a motorcycle 
crashed and a woman pulled over to help. 

“When they were out on the road getting the motorcycle 
out of the way, another car came through and didn’t realize 
they were all stopped. They slid into the back of the (Good) 
Samaritan’s car and bounced off each other and the people out 
on the road. The lady who stopped to help was killed,” said 
State Patrol Sgt. Patrick Provonost. 

The victim who died was identified as Regina Mills, 44, 
of Everett, who was assigned to the USS Nimitz now docked 
in Bremerton. 

News of the accident spread fast to Noah’s Ark, a popular 
lunch spot just a couple blocks from the naval base. 

“It’s terrible to hear that when someone is going above 
and beyond and not just driving by but stopping and helping 
someone out to then lose her life because of that. It’s sad,” 
said restaurant owner Bianca Garguile. “It was cold and it was 
dark and icy this morning even when I came to work so it’s 
terrible to hear that. We are sad for her family.” 

With two fatal crashes in one day in western Washington, 
troopers want to warn drivers about the dangers of incidents 
like this. 

“Stay in the car. We’ll come to you but stay in the car 
because at least you have some protection,” said Provonost. 

WSP said Mills lived in Everett and has family in San 
Diego. 

WSP said the trooper who responded to the incident and 
was struck by a vehicle sustained non-life threatening injuries 
to his knee and shoulder. 

In all, five people were transported to area hospitals for 
treatment of various injuries. 

View Clip (RT: 2:43) 
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FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
19. As Budgets Tighten, Pentagon Eyes Prototyping Strategy 
(DEFENSE NEWS 23 JAN 12) ... Marcus Weisgerber 

The Pentagon may conduct more prototyping of high-tech 
capabilities to help preserve the industrial base at a time when 
weapon and equipment purchases are projected to decline. 

Performing development in this way could reduce the cost 
of these types of systems as the U.S. Defense Department 
prepares to trim $487 billion in planned spending over the 
next decade. 

"I argue that the prototyping route is in industry's best 
interest because it's pretty clear the budget probably will not 
sustain buying the same numbers of systems and types of 
systems we had," Al Schaffer, U.S. principal deputy 
undersecretary of defense for re-search and engineering, said 
during the Precision Strike Association conference .Jan. 17 in 
Arlington, Va. 

To that end, DoD is conducting a review of its advanced 
component and development prototyping programs. 

"It's really just figuring out how to fit that into the 
portfolio with what you already have," Schaffer said. "I 
contend and others con-tend ... that as the budget comes down, 
because we're not building as many big systems, we're going 
to have to do more prototyping be-cause that's how you keep 
all the stuff moving forward." 

The Pentagon's new comprehensive war-fighting strategy 
released Jan. 5 emphasized the DoD's desire to protect the 
industrial base, but also described a push for more flexibility 
from manufacturers as the military is adjusted for future 
missions. 

Schaffer likened this new era of prototyping to the X-
plane experiments of the 1950s, in which aircraft were 

developed not for operations, but to better understand a 
specific technology. 

"That's kind of how we're thinking about going back to in 
the re-search and engineering community," he said. "How do 
we expand our use of prototypes so you understand how a 
system will work, you understand how much it will cost and 
you start to do spiraling with knowledge." 

Increased prototyping also could preserve industry design 
teams and engineers. 

One area where prototyping could prove useful is 
electronic warfare and electronic protection, Schaffer said. 

At the same time, DoD is pushing the services to develop 
requirements that can allow systems to benefit all services, 
according to Maj. Gen. Craig Franklin, vice director of the 
Joint Staff. 

"We can no longer afford to stovepipe expensive, 
exquisite munitions and platforms among the services," 
Franklin said during a speech at the same industry conference. 
"We are working very hard on the Joint Staff to ensure the 
systems required by one service are actually compatible with 
and can talk to the systems of an-other service." 

In the past, the individual services developed munitions 
for specific missions. 

"[I]n the future we'll be looking for munitions that can 
swim any-where in the pool, across multiple lanes, platforms 
and services," he said. 

"We will probably be more willing than in the past to 
trade off exquisite capabilities to ensure interoperability, 
reliability and reduced cost," Franklin said. 
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20. GOP Leader Calls For Replacing Defense Cuts One Year At A Time, If Necessary 
(THE HILL 23 JAN 12) ... Russell Berman 

House Majority Leader Eric Cantor (R-Va.) on Monday 
suggested replacing the $600 billion in automatic defense cuts 
set to begin in 2013, even if Congress must do so one year at a 
time. 

The defense cuts are looming as half of the $1.2 trillion 
sequestration that will kick in because of the failure late last 
year of the congressional deficit “supercommittee” to agree to 
a deficit-cutting plan. 

While deficit reduction has faded in recent months as a 
top priority on Capitol Hill, Cantor and defense hawks in both 
parties have begun discussions about trying to replace the 
Pentagon cuts with spending reductions elsewhere in the 
budget. 

The effort could reprise the deficit-slashing battles of 
2011 as the November election nears. 

Cantor told reporters Monday that he wanted to try to find 
at least enough in offsets to restore the $60 billion in defense 
cuts set to take effect next year. He acknowledged that finding 
cuts to replace the entire $600 billion, spread out over 10 
years, would be difficult, given the failure of deficit talks 
through 2011. 

“So if 10 years is a problem, then let’s go back and maybe 
we can find one year’s worth of pay-for that can at least stave 
off the sequester from being implemented Jan. 1, 2013, so that 

maybe we can have this election take place and be able to 
avoid it,” the majority leader said in a briefing with reporters 
at the Capitol. “I just think the defense of this country is a 
priority — it is the priority.” 

The other half of the sequestered cuts are slated for 
domestic spending programs, including funds for Medicare 
providers. 

The chairman of the House Armed Services Committee, 
Rep. Buck McKeon (R-Calif.), has already introduced 
legislation to undo the defense cuts, and has suggested that 
raising taxes would be preferable to allowing the sequester to 
go forward. McKeon later walked back those comments, 
stressing the need for cuts to entitlement programs. 

President Obama’s Defense secretary, Leon Panetta, has 
warned that the across-the-board Pentagon cuts could damage 
the military, coming on top of $450 billion in reductions that 
the Defense Department is already planning to implement. Yet 
the president has threatened to reject any effort to undo the 
automatic cuts that is not part of a deficit-reduction deal that 
includes additional tax revenue. 

Cantor said his concerns were underscored during a recent 
weeklong trip to the Middle East, where he spoke to military 
officials and U.S. allies. 
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“There is no question that there is some concern about the 
existing proposals coming out of the administration, in 
addition to what the sequester will cause,” he said. 

He emphasized that he did not support undoing the 
sequester entirely, but wanted the defense cuts replaced with 
others. 

Cantor also took a dig at GOP presidential contender Rep. 
Ron Paul (Texas), who has called for the United States to 
reduce its presence overseas and said America should not be 
“the world’s policeman.” 

The majority leader said he spoke to someone who said of 
Paul’s position: “Well, I would rather be the one responding to 
the 911 call than the one making it.” 

Cantor, who has not endorsed a presidential candidate, 
added: “I think that’s probably a fair assessment of where the 
American people are on that, too.” 

Cantor has spoken out against the automatic defense cuts 
since shortly after the supercommittee failed, but his push for 
replacing them piecemeal, if necessary, is consistent with his 
skepticism that major legislative compromise is possible 
before the November election. 

“I’m hopeful that we can actually do something this year 
along those lines. I am also mindful of where we’ve been the 
last year,” he said in a reference to the repeated attempts on a 
deficit “grand bargain” that collapsed in the face of the wide 
ideological chasm over taxes and entitlement programs. 
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21. Lockheed Martin Leads Expanded Lobbying By U.S. Defense Industry 
(BLOOMBERG GOVERNMENT 24 JAN 12) ... Roxana Tiron 

Defense contractors Lockheed Martin Corp., General 
Dynamics Corp and Raytheon Co. spent a combined $33.4 
million on lobbying in Washington last year, a 10 percent 
increase from 2010, as Congress and the Obama 
administration weighed cuts in the Pentagon budget. 

A review of lobbying disclosures filed with the Senate by 
a Jan. 20 deadline showed Bethesda, Maryland-based 
Lockheed Martin, the world’s largest defense company, led 
such spending last year with $15 million for lobbying, a 19 
percent increase. 

Pentagon contractors face an era of limited government 
spending after an impasse on how to cut the federal budget left 
open the prospect of $1 trillion in defense cuts over a decade. 
Even with future cuts looming, defense companies focused 
their lobbying last year on protecting contracts and programs 
from immediate cuts, according to Michael Herson, president 
of American Defense International, a defense lobbying and 
business-development firm in Washington. 

“The contractors were focused on their programs in fiscal 
year 2012 -- that was the more certain problem at hand,” 
Herson said in an interview yesterday. 

General Dynamics of Falls Church, Virginia, the maker of 
Abrams tanks and Gulfstream business jets, spent $11.3 
million on lobbying last year, a 4.6 percent increase. Raytheon 
of Waltham, Massachusetts, the world’s largest missile maker, 
spent $7.1 million, a 2.9 percent increase. 

Northrop Grumman Corp. of Falls Church, Virginia, the 
maker of the Global Hawk drone, spent $12.8 million in 2011, 
a 19 percent decrease, after it spun off its shipbuilding unit. 
That operation, now Huntington Ingalls Industries Inc. of 
Newport News, Virginia, reported $4.4 million in lobbying 
expenses. 

Congress approved in December $518 billion for core 
defense programs in fiscal 2012, a $21 billion reduction from 
the Pentagon’s request. For operations in Afghanistan and 
Iraq, Congress approved about $115 billion. 

A congressional supercommittee assigned to reduce the 
deficit by at least $1.2 trillion failed to reach agreement in 
November. That triggered automatic defense cuts of $500 
billion, excluding interest savings, as stipulated under the 
budget control act President Barack Obama signed into law in 
August. 

The automatic cuts, also known as a sequester, slated to 
start taking effect in January 2013, would be in addition to 

about $490 billion that the administration already plans to cut 
through 2021. 

“A possible sequester was out of our control and was 
uncertain” so it wasn’t the focus of defense-contractor 
lobbying, according to Herson of American Defense 
International. 

Instead, companies relied on lawmakers such as House 
Armed Services Committee Chairman Howard P. “Buck” 
McKeon, a California Republican, and the Aerospace 
Industries Association to make the case against deep cuts, 
Herson said. The Arlington, Virginia-based AIA is a trade 
group that represents companies including Northrop, 
Lockheed Martin and Boeing Co. 

AIA, which expanded its “Second-to-None” campaign 
promoting robust defense spending, was on course to almost 
double its lobbying spending for 2011. 

For the first three reporting quarters of the year, the group 
spent almost $1.3 million, up from about $850,000 for all of 
2010, according to the Senate’s lobbying disclosure database. 
Its lobbying expenses for the final quarter weren’t posted in 
the database as of yesterday. 

“We have taken an active role in providing information 
and educating lawmakers and other policy makers on the 
impact that budget sequestration and other budget cuts will 
have on the economy, on jobs and on America’s industrial 
capability,” Cord Sterling, the trade group’s vice president for 
legislative affairs, said in an interview. 

Northrop Grumman supports the group’s efforts to show 
“the contributions that the industry makes to the country,” 
Randy Belote, a company spokesman, said in an interview. 

While Lockheed Martin’s defense portfolio spans missiles 
to cybersecurity and shipbuilding, its top program is the F-35 
Joint Strike Fighter, which Congress last year scrutinized over 
delays and cost overruns. 

The F-35 is the Pentagon’s largest weapons program at 
$382 billion, with plans to buy 2,443 jets for the Air Force, 
Navy and Marine Corps. 

For fiscal 2012, Congress reduced funding for both the 
Air Force and Navy versions of the F-35 jet. Lawmakers cut 
one F-35 plane from the Air Force’s request to buy 19 jets in 
the year and also reduced funding to buy advanced parts for 
both the Air Force and Navy versions of the aircraft. 

Lockheed “has a strong interest in national security, 
homeland security and other issues including education and 
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technology,” Jennifer Whitlow, the company’s vice president 
for media relations, said in an e-mailed statement. 

Congress added $255 million to the Army’s $181.3 
million request for upgrades of the Abrams tank built by 
General Dynamics. The funding was supported by House 
Speaker John Boehner, a Republican from Ohio, where the 
tank is assembled. 

General Dynamics’ other top defense programs include 
the Navy’s DDG-51 destroyer and the Virginia-class 
submarine, the Joint Tactical Radio System, and the Stryker 
combat vehicles. 

Raytheon focused its lobbying on missile defense, 
military space and intelligence, sensors and radars, according 
to its lobbying records. 

Lawmakers cut $190 million, or about 38 percent, from 
the Pentagon’s request of $498 million to buy the newest 
version of the Advanced Medium-Range Air-to-Air Missile 

built by Raytheon’s Tucson, Arizona-based Missile Systems 
unit. Delivery delays prompted that cut. 

Boeing’s lobbying expenditures fell 11 percent to $15.9 
million after the Chicago-based company won an Air Force 
contract in February for a mid-air refueling tanker estimated at 
about $35 billion, a project it had pursued since 2001. 

Boeing, the world’s largest aerospace company, was also 
able to increase orders for its F-18 Super Hornets. The 
Pentagon has maintained an option to purchase more F-18s if 
the development of the F-35 falters. 

“Boeing continually advocates on behalf of its businesses 
in both the commercial aviation market as well as the defense 
market,” Boeing spokesman Sean McCormack said in an e-
mail. 

A spokesman for General Dynamics didn’t respond to e-
mail requests for comment on the company’s lobbying 
spending, and a spokesman for Raytheon declined to 
comment. 
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BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
22. Sen. Mark Warner Checks In With Military Families Dealing With Mold 
(WTKR CBS NORFOLK 23 JAN 12) ... Laurie Simmons 

“I’ve been fighting it for four years, to get someone to 
come out and fix my house,” says Sue Corbitt. She is happy 
now that the fight is finally over for her and her family. 

She showed off her brand new kitchen, new carpets, and 
new bathrooms to Senator Mark Warner and Congressman 
Bobby Scott. 

All of the repairs that she has been waiting on for years 
were only completed after NewsChannel 3 started reporting on 
mold and maintenance issues in Lincoln Military Housing. 

“Lots of maintenance that needs to be done wasn’t being 
done routinely. The group that we have now has been 
amazing,” says Corbitt. 

Senator Warner also toured the former home of Angela 
Johnson. 

The Navy and Lincoln say they moved her because of the 
large amount of work that needed to be done in her Sandpiper 
Crescent home. Her kids also had a history of asthma and 
breathing problems. 

“I’m happy they moved me, got me to where I am, but I 
still think about the people behind me that are having the same 
issues,” says Johnson. 

Angela is also concerned about her mold test results 
which showed two types of mold in her air conditioning 
system that experts call moisture indicators. 

“They told me that black mold doesn’t affect children,” 
says Johnson. 

“I have allergy testing saying my son is allergic to mold. 
Several of them are on there to be told by someone that’s not 
the issue. I was furious,” says Johnson. 

The Navy tells NewsChannel 3 they have seen no patterns 
of illness among residents in Lincoln Housing, and this is 
more of a maintenance problem and not a public health 
concern. 

“All I know is that I’ve got a daughter with asthma. If she 
is in a home with any traces of mold, it gets inflamed,” says 
Sen. Warner. “Respectfully, you've got some Navy docs 
saying it’s not a problem. As a parent, I’m going to think it is 
a problem.” 

Congressman Scott Rigell asked senior medical 
leadership last week to look into a possible link between 
health concerns and living in Lincoln Housing. 

Today, the Senator also threw his weight behind the 
request. 

“There are no federal standards for mold, but in my mind, 
there needs to be those standards,” says Sen. Warner. 

View Clip (RT: 2:59) 
Sen. Warner Checks In With Military Families About 

Mold 
(WTKR CBS NORFOLK 23 JAN 12) 
Sen. Mark Warner spoke with Navy families today who 

had been dealing with mold issues inside their homes. 
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23. JEB Little Creek-Fort Story To Host "Top Chef" Contest 
(WTKR CBS NORFOLK 23 JAN 12) ... Holly Henry 

VIRGINIA BEACH, VA --- Joint Expeditionary Base 
Little Creek-Fort Story will host the 2012 "Top Chef" Mid-
Atlantic Regional Galley Culinary Competition on 25 Jan., 
beginning at 8:00 a.m., at the JEBLC Dining Facility. 

More than seven teams of Navy Culinary Specialists from 
Rhode Island to Virginia will gather for the annual 

competition to put their culinary skills to the test and compete 
to be crowned the "Top Chef.” 

Each team will consist of two E1-E6 military chefs who 
will be given a secret ingredient at the beginning of the 
competition. The teams will then have 30 minutes to prepare 
and present their menu to the judges for approval prior to 
beginning to prepare the meal. 
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Teams will have a total of two hours to prepare and cook 
their meals; they must use all the ingredients provided to 
prepare two main entrees to present to the judges. 

After the judges have verified that the chefs prepared their 
meals correctly, each team will pan eight portions of the 
completed dishes in steam table pans and be required to 

present two plates to the judges, one for presentation and one 
for tasting. 

Besides bragging rights for winning the competition and 
the title of "Top Chef,” the winning teams will also receive 
trophies for their efforts. 
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24. Full Steam Ahead For Battleship 
(CHERRY HILL (NJ) COURIER POST 23 JAN 12) ... Carol Comegno 

CAMDEN — The Battleship New Jersey museum is still 
coping with a whopping reduction in state aid that is causing 
problems with a loan and is fending off old foes who want to 
take the ship upstate. 

Despite all this, the museum leadership has a positive 
message for the public. 

If piped over the once-active and historic ship’s intercom 
system, that announcement would say: “Now hear this. Now 
hear this. The ship is not closing up shop and is not moving 
elsewhere.” 

The Battleship New Jersey Museum and Memorial on the 
Camden waterfront has trimmed employees, curtailed winter 
hours and reduced other operating costs as its state aid — once 
$3.4 million — has steadily fallen to near zero. 

State aid for utilities and operating expenses dwindled to 
nothing in the current fiscal year under the Christie 
administration except for a $32,500 grant from the New Jersey 
Historic Commission. Now the $3.2 million ship museum 
budget is less than half of what it once was and less than the 
state aid amount it received in 2004. 

This week it was disclosed the ship did not have the 
money to pay another principal payment on $900,000 of a $1 
million loan dating to 2003 — the year before the ship 
received any state aid. That loan was guaranteed by the 
Delaware River Port Authority. 

On Wednesday the port authority agreed to a 90-day 
extension of the remaining loan amount with the lender, TD 
Bank, pending further consideration by the DRPA. If the loan 
is called, authority members were told by their staff this week 
that the DRPA would have to repay it for the museum. 

The ship is owned by the Navy and is not collateral for 
the loan. 

Jim Schuck, president and chief executive officer of the 
museum, said the battleship will be making another $50,000 
principal payment on the loan but could not say how soon. 

“We have paid the interest on the loan every year and 
have made two $50,000 payments toward the principal, and 
the bank has regularly extended the loan,” he said. 

Schuck said the battleship has paid off a separate 
$500,000 unsecured loan to the bank that was not guaranteed 
by the DRPA. 

“Thanks to the more than 300 volunteers who serve on the 
ship, the loss of state aid has not affected the overall visitor 

experience, Schuck said, adding the full-time paid staff is now 
less than 10 with a few part-timers compared to its 58 
employees years ago. 

He said that while the ship is closed to daily visitors as it 
is every winter, it is open for special events any day and 
overnight encampments every weekend. 

Encampments have increased in popularity and continue 
to generate more revenue to the museum as do its major public 
and private events. 

State Senate President Stephen M. Sweeney, D-
Gloucester, said Friday the Legislature is going to have to try 
to find funding this year now that the governor revealed this 
week there is enough money for a state income tax cut. 

Meanwhile, the museum has been under assault on 
another front. Disgruntled Central and North Jersey battleship 
aficionados are still trying to get the ship moved to Bayonne 
with a letter-writing and Web campaign. 

Some of them are former members or supporters of the 
defunct state battleship commission, which lost its bid to the 
Navy to bring the ship to Bayonne as a museum in the Hudson 
River. 

Instead, the Navy awarded it to the nonprofit Home Port 
Alliance, which moored the nation’s most militarily decorated 
battleship in Camden across the Delaware River from where it 
was built in Philadelphia during World War II. 

The ship opened it to the public in 2001. 
Schuck called the campaign to move the ship “sour 

grapes.” 
“The Navy is not about to move the ship anywhere,” said 

Schuck. 
Only the Navy can authorize a transfer of the ship to a 

new operator or location. Every year a Navy team inspects the 
ship. 

“We get glowing reports about our operation and 
maintenance except for the teak deck, which needs to be 
replaced,” he said 

Christopher Johnson, spokesman for the Naval Sea 
Systems command in Virginia, said the Navy has not received 
any request to move the ship and can not speculate about it. 

“The ship is in good condition and we are confident it will 
be self-sustaining,” he said Friday. 
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25. 'Free Air Show' Or Annoying Jet Noise From Visiting Fighters At NAS Jacksonville? 
Fighters simulate enemy force for ships, aircraft with USS Enterprise. 
(FLORIDA TIMES-UNION 21 JAN 12) ... Jeff Brumley 

The first fighter to blast down the main runway at 
Jacksonville Naval Air Station Friday was an F/A-18C Hornet 
painted to look like a Soviet MiG, red stars and all. It shot 

over Roosevelt Boulevard shortly after 11 a.m., banked 
sharply left away from Target parking lot and headed out to 
sea. 
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It was followed, in brief intervals, by four more Hornets, 
two Israeli-made Kfir fighters and a Hawker Hunter, a 1950s-
era British jet. 

On that group’s heels came a dozen EA-18 Growlers. A 
two-seat, two-engine carrier plane similar to the Super Hornet. 
They screeched into the air, one by one, five and 10 minutes 
apart. 

“The thrust and power is incredible,” Fleming Island 
resident Jerry Stenski said from his 1979 convertible VW Bug 
parked at Target. He referred gleefully to the display as a “free 
air show.” 

But not everyone feels that way about the activity the 
Navy says will continue through the first or second week of 
February. Base officials say they’ve gotten about 100 calls 
about the noise, some complaining and some, like Stenski, 
asking for more. 

The extra flying is being conducted by two separate 
groups of planes — 32 altogether — temporarily using the 
base. 

The first group, known as “aggressors,” arrived last week 
to simulate an enemy force for the ships and aircraft operating 
with the carrier USS Enterprise off the First Coast. Those are 
the F/A-18s, Kfirs, Hunters and a group of Lear jets that 
remained parked on Friday. 

The second group is the Growler electronic warfare 
planes, which arrived a couple days ago from Whidbey Island, 
Wash., to conduct training flights for its student pilots and 
flight officers. 

The increased tempo is unusual for an air station home 
mostly to helicopters and propeller-driven patrol and transport 
planes. 

“We’ve had both units here before, but this is the first 
time they’ve been here together,” said Navy Capt. Robert 
“Bob” Sanders. 

Cmdr. Jim Debold, the station’s air operations officer, 
said calls from the public have ranged from curiosity and 
complaints to those “saying ‘keep this up.’ ” 

Some of those opposed to the activity, Debold said, have 
called from western Duval County where some of the 
Growlers are practicing carrier approaches at Outlying Field 
Whitehouse, an airstrip laid out to resemble a carrier deck. 

Residents in neighborhoods surrounding the air station 
reported hearing the noises but none said they were opposed to 
it. 

It’s likely those who have lived near the base for a few 
years or more even notice the noise, said Lee Norville, 
president of the Ortega Forest Association. 

“I’m so used to it that I haven’t noticed anything,” he 
said, adding he’s received no complaints from neighborhood 
residents. 

Recent poor weather in Washington state and the need to 
familiarize themselves with the East Coast brought the 
Growler training squadron to Jacksonville, said Lt. Thomas 
Morris, an instructor pilot with the VAQ-129 “Vikings.” 

“We do these detachments this time of year because we 
need good weather, and Jacksonville has awesome weather,” 
Morris said. 

The aggressors are a mix of planes from a Navy squadron 
and a company that provides aerial opponent training for the 
U.S. military. They are helping the Enterprise and its air crews 
prepare for an upcoming deployment, the Navy said. 

Stenski said he made a special trip to Jacksonville to 
watch the planes take off and land. Stenski said he’s a private 
pilot who would have gone into military aviation instead of 
sales if it weren’t for his vision. 

He said the jet noise comes with the territory of living 
near an air station or airport. But he admitted he’s biased in his 
love for military aviation. 

“I would live at the end of a runway if they’d let me,” he 
said. 
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NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
26. Nominees Announced For Four Pentagon Posts 
(DEFENSE NEWS 23 JAN 12) ... Marcus Weisgerber 

The White House has asked Congress to approve 
nominees for four key Defense Department positions, 
including undersecretaries for acquisition, policy and 
personnel. 

President Obama nominated Jessica Lynn Wright to be 
assistant secretary of defense for Reserve affairs. Wright is 
currently deputy assistant secretary of defense for manpower 
and personnel. 

In addition to Wright, Obama nominated Frank Kendall to 
be the undersecretary of defense for acquisition, James Miller 
to be the undersecretary of defense for policy and Erin 
Conaton to be the undersecretary of defense for personnel and 
readiness. 

Miller is currently the principal deputy undersecretary of 
defense for policy. If confirmed he would replace Michèle 
Flournoy, who is stepping down as undersecretary of defense 
for policy on Feb. 3. 

If confirmed, Conaton, the current undersecretary of the 
Air Force, would replace Clifford Stanley, who resigned last 
fall. 

Kendall previously served as the principal deputy 
undersecretary of defense for acquisition and is now the 
Pentagon’s acting acquisition executive. If confirmed, he 
would fill the slot previously held by Ashton Carter, now the 
deputy defense secretary. 
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27. Capstone Concept For Joint Operations Document Revision Nears Completion 
(DEFENSE DAILY 24 JAN 12) ... Ann Roosevelt 

The Joint Staff has just completed a review of the three-
year-old Capstone Concept for Joint Operations (CCJO), a 
document developed under then-Chairman of the Joint Chiefs 
Adm. Mike Mullen and expected to guide force development 
and experimentation. 

"What we're doing now is undertaking a revision of that 
document, under a pretty aggressive timeline," Marine Lt. 
Gen. George Flynn, director of joint force development on the 
Joint Staff, said in a recent briefing. 

The CCJO offered a way to solve problems identified in a 
companion document, the Joint Operating Environment (JOE), 
that examined current global trends to find potential areas of 
friction. 

The CCJO incorporates the JOE describing a future 
operating environment rife with "uncertainty, complexity, 
rapid change and persistent conflict." This results in a complex 
unpredictable environment, the January 2009 CCJO said 
(Defense Daily, Jan. 29, 2009). This will see U.S. security and 
prosperity linked in a global future, requiring continuous 
engagement and persistent presence. Such conditions lead to 
the requirement to conduct and sustain joint operations at 
global distances. 

"The common theme to all these implications is creating 
greater adaptability and versatility across the force" to address 
the future," the CCJO said. 

However, one of the topics not covered in the 2009 CCJO 
was "the speed of which we'd have to operate," Flynn said. 

Both the CCJO and JOE were used as a basis for the 
recently-released Joint Operational Access Concept (JOAC) 
released by Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Army Gen. 
Martin Dempsey (Defense Daily, Jan. 19, 23). 

In an October letter to the joint force posted to his blog, 
Chairman's Corner, Dempsey said, "We must look beyond our 
current requirements—to 2020--and develop Joint Force 2020 
to provide the greatest possible number of options for our 
nation's leaders and to ensure our nation remains immune 
from coercion." 

Flynn said the new CCJO "is designed to be a bridging 
document from strategy to further development of the joint 
doctrine that we develop...the JOAC took the existing CCJO 
into account when it was written." 

The JOAC also was informed by experimentation, 
existing publications, but awaiting release of the defense 
strategic guidance by the White House to ensure the concept 
was synchronized with it. 

"As we look at CCJO, once it's finished, we may have to 
go see if we have to make any changes to JOAC," Flynn said. 
"Right now I don't think so because I think the idea is that we 
worked on in the JOAC were the same as in the CCJO." 

The underlying document, the JOE, came up in a review 
of the CCJO, and the word was, "If you liked the Joint 
Operating environment yesterday and today you're going to 
like the joint operational environment of tomorrow. They 
haven't seen a lot of change," Flynn said. 
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28. With A Prod From Europe, U.S. Moves Closer To A Commercial Jet Biofuel Facility 
(CLIMATEWIRE 23 JAN 12) ... Saqib Rahim and Julia Pyper 

The aviation industry and federal government are closing 
in on deals to build the United States' first commercial-scale 
sources of jet biofuel, a move considered critical to cutting the 
sector's emissions. 

Over the past three years, several airlines have already 
flown demonstration flights with biofuel blended into their 
conventional jet fuel. Engineers and regulators have also 
studied several biofuels and confirmed they are safe for flying, 
when blended with regular fuel. 

The next step: reducing its cost to compete with fossil fuel 
-- it averaged $2.87 a gallon for most of 2011, according to the 
Bureau of Transportation Statistics -- so it can become a 
routine fuel for flight. Biofuels' price is thought to be four or 
six times that, or even further skyward. 

"Today, we've seen the fuel work in the planes. We know 
that you can make fuel that doesn't malfunction when flying a 
plane," said Andrew Soare, an analyst at Lux Research who 
tracks biofuels firms. "If one or two or three facilities are able 
to scale up effectively, to be within their budget of 
construction, to be able to produce jet fuel at cost parity with 
conventional jet fuel and sell to the market, prove they have a 
long-term solution, that will catalyze change." 

United Continental Holdings Inc. has been a leader in 
advancing aviation biofuels. Last November, Continental 
Airlines Flight 1403 from Houston to Chicago was the first 
U.S. commercial flight to run on a biofuel blend. 

The technology has been nailed down, said Jimmy 
Samartzis, managing director of global environmental affairs 
and sustainability for United Airlines. Now the air carrier is 
looking to see production scale up, and is on board to help 
realize a first-of-its-kind aviation biofuel facility. 

"This is one of the things that's unique about United -- 
we've been an end-user that is directly involved in the 
discussions with the technology innovators and the fuel 
producers. So we feel there is some potential for one of these 
plants to get off the ground this year, and we are in direct 
negotiations with that company on that initiative," said 
Samartzis, who could not disclose which company United 
Airlines is working with. 

To get a commercial plant in operation, United and its 
partners plan to tap into the $510 million investment that the 
departments of Agriculture and Energy, as well as the U.S. 
Navy, dedicated to advanced drop-in biofuels last August. 

A Public-Private Venture 
The government would likely supply around half of the 

funds for the new facility, said Samartzis. Once the 
government commits to an investment of that size, it will 
make it a lot easier for the private sector to come up the 
remainder, he added. If the first aviation biofuel plant is a 
retrofit of an existing facility -- which would get it online 
sooner -- it's possible the private sector will cover the entire 
cost. 
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"We are hopeful that we can get to a place with one of the 
providers this year to help get that first plant up," said 
Samartzis. "But it depends on them lining up some of the 
funding that's required to get it up and running." 

The aviation industry claims it already faces a strong 
incentive to reduce fuel use, as it's the industry's No. 1 cost 
category. Globally, the industry has set a target of halving its 
emissions by 2050 relative to 2005, by making aircraft more 
fuel-efficient, making air traffic flow more smoothly, and 
shifting to low-carbon fuels. 

These goals took on a new significance in 2011, when a 
European court upheld a law that would charge all airlines for 
the CO2 emitted on their routes to and from Europe 
(ClimateWire, Dec. 21, 2011). It is the first policy formally 
requiring airlines to account for their greenhouse gas 
emissions, and it will start by requiring cuts of 3 percent in 
2012 and 5 percent in 2013. 

Experts believe biofuels could reduce a flight's 
greenhouse gas emissions by as much as 80 percent. But 
today, the major sources are not producing enough to 
substantially reduce its cost and thereby gain major use in the 
market. 

Factories churning out biofuels for cars, for instance, don't 
make the same type of fuel that can be used in an airplane. 
Making jet-grade fuel takes a special batch from a specialized 
factory, resulting in markups. 

"If you want fuel, you must have a commercial-scale 
facility, or else the costs are not going to be competitive," said 
Donald Schenk, CEO of ACA Associates, a consultancy that 
works in aviation biofuels. 

Money is the problem, Schenk said. By his definition, a 
commercial-scale facility would produce around 100 million 
gallons a year; for one cutting-edge biofuels process, that 
would cost around $250 million. To build such a factory 
means arranging a deal that makes everyone in the supply 
chain -- the farmers, the refiners, the airlines and everyone in 
between -- a profit. 

"Today that is proving to be difficult. There isn't certainty 
in that area," he said. "Until you have certainty, bankers are 
going to be more than reluctant to put money up." 

Where To Put The First Plant? 
One party putting up money is the U.S. government. 

When USDA, DOE and the Navy offered $510 million last 
summer, they said the goal was to start industry partnerships 
on biofuels for planes and ships. Under the Defense 
Production Act, the Department of Defense could set up major 
biofuels refineries to fuel its vehicles. It could also choose to 
share some of the output with private airlines. 

The agencies plan to take proposals for such facilities 
early this year, senior USDA officials said. Under any 
proposal, the private partners would have to carry at least half 
of the cost burden. 

The government, like industry, will pay careful attention 
to where it builds. Each region has a unique endowment of 
biomass: The Northeast's cities produce solid waste aplenty; 
the forests and factories of the Northwest and South offer a 
bounty of woody biomass. In each case, the economics of 
making biofuel -- and therefore competing with petroleum-
based fuel -- are different. 

In its August announcement, the government mentioned 
Hawaii as one obvious place for infrastructure: The islands are 
highly oil-dependent and important to the Navy. Last year, 
Boeing, Alaska Airlines and a group of ports, airports and 
universities staked their claim, highlighting the Pacific 
Northwest as a region rich with expertise, biomass and 
environmental sensibilities. 

As the United States moves closer to scale, other regions 
are not far behind. Europe aims to open six plants for aviation 
biofuels by 2018, with the first ones firing up in 2015. 

The Inter-American Development Bank has sought to 
establish biomass facilities for aviation in Latin America, 
Schenk said. And last year, Boeing announced a partnership 
with Chinese companies, and one U.S.-based fuel processor, 
to work toward a pilot flight powered by biofuels. 
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29. Special Forces Get Social In New Psychological Operation Plan 
(WIRED 20 JAN 12) ... Noah Shachtman 

The elite forces of the U.S. military think they’ve found a 
new way to sway opinion in the Pentagon’s preferred 
directions: a voice-based social networking app that’s a cross 
between talk radio and Twitter. 

The American intelligence and defense communities have 
become enthralled by the possibilities of social media. They’re 
looking to use the networks to forecast political unrest, spread 
friendly messages, spot emerging terror groups — and even 
predict the next natural disaster. But these efforts have 
generally tried to leverage existing, and already popular, 
civilian social networks. 

A new project from U.S. Special Operations Command, 
on the other hand, looks to create something brand new: a 
“user-generated social media radio application powered by the 
human voice, available on the PC, Mac, Android, iPhone, and 
Nokia smart phones, that lets users share their thoughts and 
experiences.” And this voice-activated SOCOM network is 
being billed explicitly as a tool for “military information 
support operations” — shaping public attitudes. That’s what 
the Pentagon used to call “psychological operations.” 

Earlier this month, SOCOM released its wishlist for 
technologies it would like in the new year. Items included 
chemical dyes to track the unsuspecting; hackers’ tools for 
“data infiltration and exfiltration”; and heap of gadgets to 
move hearts and minds — including this social media app. 

“The command is investigating ideas and technologies 
that can replace traditional methods of information 
dissemination like face-to-face or handing out leaflets,” 
SOCOM spokesperson Col. Edward “Tim” Nye tells Danger 
Room. “We are looking at ways to get instantaneous feedback 
from television and radio broadcasts in a virtual world. We are 
looking for ways to allow audiences to comment or interact 
with the U.S. government in an environment that ranges from 
limited individual engagement to a much larger audience. We 
are soliciting ideas that capitalize on the innovative 
technologies that incorporate the newest dissemination 
methods through computers and smart phones.” 

When asked if people should trust this app, given that’s 
its a tool for psychological operators, Nye answered, “That 
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question of trust is no different for this potential dissemination 
method than any other dissemination method.” 

On the network — which SOCOM sees as almost as a 
friends-enabled, military-grade Shoutcast — “users should be 
able to make their own long-form radio shows, by dialing in 
with a free phone number. This should allow a person’s 
interest in sports, music, news, culture to be aired. Users are to 
be kept entertained while sharing the things that matter to 
them the most.” 

“A cellular device should serve as a broadcast tower, a 
DJ/moderator booth, and a radio receiver,” the SOCOM call 
request for proposals adds. “Individuals can host their own 
call-in show using industry best practices or just listen in to 
others expressing their opinions freely without the fear of 
traceability. Participants must feel the available content is 
powerful, addictive, informative, and capturing social 
experience through their collective insight, passion, and 
involvement.” 

SOCOM was unable to respond for calls to comment on 
this story. But, in some ways, the command appears to be 
following the lead of the U.S. State Department, which years 

ago declared that ”the very existence of social networks is a 
net good” — and distributed tools to promote the existence of 
those networks. The idea was that open communication would 
inevitably lead to more democratic sentiment, which would 
inevitably redound to America’s benefit. (Theorists like 
Evgeny Morozov, in contrast, have argued digital 
communication is easier to track and trace — which makes the 
networks ideal tools for social control.) 

And since America’s special operations forces tend to 
work in parts of the world where the technological 
infrastructure is the most threadbare, SOCOM is looking to 
buy up a heap of “air-droppable scatterable electronic media” 
that it can litter over a remote battlefield. Those gadgets 
include “AM/FM broadcast transmitters; miniaturized 
loudspeakers; entertainment devices; game device 
technologies; [and] greeting cards.” 

That’s right, greeting cards. American military’s 
psychological operators may be looking at new ways to 
persuade. But that doesn’t mean they’re giving up the tried 
and true. 
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30. Navy To Join Big East Football In 2015 
(CBS SPORTS 23 JAN 12) ... Brett McMurphy 

In December, Navy athletic director Chet Gladchuk told 
CBSSports.com Navy would be joining the Big East as a 
football-only member but wasn’t sure when. 

The Midshipmen have made that decision. 
On Tuesday, Navy will announce it is joining the Big East 

as a football-only member in 2015, sources told 
CBSSports.com. After more than 130 years playing as an 
independent, the Midshipmen will join a conference. 

In 2013, the Big East is adding Boise State and San Diego 
State as football-only members and UCF, Houston and SMU 
as all sports members, but Gladchuk previously said it was 
unlikely Navy could solve a myriad of its scheduling problems 
and television contracts in that short of time. Navy has games 
scheduled through 2017 and television contracts with CBS 
College Sports and CBS Sports (Navy-Army game) through 
2018, Gladchuk said. 

“We’re breaking away from a lifelong commitment as an 
independent and we have a better television deal than a lot of 
conferences,” Gladchuk told CBSSports.com last month. “We 
can’t do that without a mutual understanding with the Big 
East. The good news is [Big East commissioner] John 
[Marinatto] has been receptive of talking this though.” 

With the addition of Boise State, San Diego State, 
Houston, UCF, SMU and Navy and the departures of West 
Virginia, Syracuse and Pittsburgh, the Big East will have at 
least 11 football members when Navy comes on board in 
2015. 

Marinatto has said repeatedly the league is seeking a 12-
team football league and there’s a possibility the league could 
add another football member by the 2013 season, sources said. 

“We’re bringing some sizzle to the steak,” Gladchuk said 
last month about Navy’s move to the Big East. “That’s why 
we’re excited about the possibility of the Big East and the Big 
East is excited about us. We (Navy and the Big East) would 
both like to get to the goal line.” 

Air Force and Army also have been targeted by the Big 
East, but Air Force said it will remain in the Mountain West 
and Army wants to remain an independent. Gladchuk said the 
decisions by Air Force and Army not to join the Big East 
would not have any impact on Navy’s decision. 

“The thinking from Colorado Springs is fully removed 
from Annapolis – there are no tentacles attached,” Gladchuk 
said. “We’ll make our decision based on what’s best for us.” 

Gladchuk has said the league’s stability was important 
before the Midshipmen would join. The Big East currently is 
one of the lucrative six automatic qualifying BCS conferences, 
but there is a possibility the AQ BCS status may not exist 
when the new BCS cycle begins in 2014. 

Gladchuk said last month that was something Navy would 
consider. 

With Navy headed to the Big East in 2015, there remains 
no definitive answer how long West Virginia will remain in 
the league. West Virginia, Syracuse and Pittsburgh are all 
bound by the conference bylaw requiring 27 months notice, 
the Big East claims. 

However, West Virginia has filed a lawsuit to leave and 
join the Big 12 in 2012, while the Big East also has filed a 
lawsuit to keep West Virginia from leaving early. 
Mountaineers athletic director Andrew Luck told 
CBSSports.com last month WVU still plans to join the Big 12 
next season. 

A Rhode Island judge has ordered the league and West 
Virginia into non-binding mediation to try and resolve the 
lawsuits. 

Pittsburgh and Syracuse are scheduled to join the ACC on 
July 1, 2014 and have given no indication the two schools 
would not honor the 27-month notice. 

Navy’s announcement Tuesday that it will join the Big 
East also will increase the Big East’s exit fees from $5 million 
to $10 million if any other current teams leave the league. 



 25

WVU, Pitt, Syracuse and TCU all had to pay a $5 million exit fee. 
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OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
31. How Iran May Trigger Accidental Armageddon 
(BLOOMBERG VIEW 23 JAN 12) ... Jeffrey Goldberg 

One of the arguments often made in favor of bombing 
Iran to cripple its nuclear program is this: The mullahs in 
Tehran are madmen who believe it is their consecrated duty to 
destroy the perfidious Zionist entity (which is to say, Israel) 
and so are building nuclear weapons to launch at Tel Aviv at 
the first favorable moment. 

It’s beyond a doubt that the Iranian regime would like to 
bring about the destruction of Israel. However, the mullahs are 
also cynics and men determined, more than anything, to 
maintain their hold on absolute power, which is why it’s 
unlikely that they would immediately use their new weapons 
against Israel. An outright attack on Israel - - a country 
possessing as many as 200 nuclear weapons and sophisticated 
delivery systems -- would lead to the obliteration of Tehran, 
the deaths of millions, and the destruction of Iran’s military 
and industrial capabilities. 

The mullahs know this. But here’s the problem: It may 
not matter. The threat of a deliberate nuclear attack pales in 
comparison with the chance that a nuclear-armed Iran could 
accidentally trigger a cataclysmic exchange with Israel. 

Warp-Speed Escalation 
The experts who study this depressing issue seem to agree 

that a Middle East in which Iran has four or five nuclear 
weapons would be dangerously unstable and prone to warp-
speed escalation. 

Here’s one possible scenario for the not-so-distant future: 
Hezbollah, Iran’s Lebanese proxy, launches a cross-border 
attack into Israel, or kills a sizable number of Israeli civilians 
with conventional rockets. Israel responds by invading 
southern Lebanon, and promises, as it has in the past, to 
destroy Hezbollah. Iran, coming to the defense of its proxy, 
warns Israel to cease hostilities, and leaves open the question 
of what it will do if Israel refuses to heed its demand. 

Dennis Ross, who until recently served as President 
Barack Obama’s Iran point man on the National Security 
Council, notes Hezbollah’s political importance to Tehran. 
“The only place to which the Iranian government successfully 
exported the revolution is to Hezbollah in Lebanon,” Ross told 
me. “If it looks as if the Israelis are going to destroy 
Hezbollah, you can see Iran threatening Israel, and they begin 
to change the readiness of their forces. This could set in 
motion a chain of events that would be like ‘Guns of August’ 
on steroids.” 

Imagine that Israel detects a mobilization of Iran’s rocket 
force or the sudden movement of mobile missile launchers. 
Does Israel assume the Iranians are bluffing, or that they are 
not? And would Israel have time to figure this out? Or imagine 
the opposite: Might Iran, which will have no second-strike 
capability for many years -- that is, no reserve of nuclear 
weapons to respond with in an exchange -- feel compelled to 
attack Israel first, knowing that it has no second chance? 

Bruce Blair, the co-founder of the nuclear disarmament 
group Global Zero and an expert on nuclear strategy, told me 
that in a sudden crisis Iran and Israel might each abandon 
traditional peacetime safeguards, making an accidental 
exchange more likely. 

“A confrontation that brings the two nuclear-armed states 
to a boiling point would likely lead them to raise the launch- 
readiness of their forces -- mating warheads to delivery 
vehicles and preparing to fire on short notice,” he said. 
“Missiles put on hair-trigger alert also obviously increase the 
danger of their launch and release on false warning of attack -- 
false indications that the other side has initiated an attack.” 

Then comes the problem of misinterpreted data, Blair 
said. “Intelligence failures in the midst of a nuclear crisis 
could readily lead to a false impression that the other side has 
decided to attack, and induce the other side to launch a 
preemptive strike.” 

‘Cognitive Bias’ 
Blair notes that in a crisis it isn’t irrational to expect an 

attack, and this expectation makes it more likely that a leader 
will read the worst into incomplete intelligence. “This 
predisposition is a cognitive bias that increases the danger that 
one side will jump the gun on the basis of incorrect 
information,” he said. 

Ross told me that Iran’s relative proximity to Israel and 
the total absence of ties between the two countries -- the 
thought of Iran agreeing to maintain a hot line with a country 
whose existence it doesn’t recognize is far-fetched -- make the 
situation even more hazardous. “This is not the Cold War,” he 
said. “In this situation we don’t have any communications 
channels. Iran and Israel have zero communications. And even 
in the Cold War we nearly had a nuclear war. We were much 
closer than we realized.” 

The answer to this predicament is to deny Iran nuclear 
weapons, but not through an attack on its nuclear facilities, at 
least not now. “The liabilities of preemptive attack on Iran’s 
nuclear program vastly outweigh the benefits,” Blair said. 
“But certainly Iran’s program must be stopped before it 
reaches fruition with a nuclear weapons delivery capability.” 

Ross argues that the Obama administration’s approach -- 
the imposition of steadily more debilitating sanctions -- may 
yet work. There’s a chance, albeit slim, that he may be right: 
New sanctions are just beginning to bite and, combined with 
an intensified cyberwar and sabotage efforts, they might prove 
costly enough to deter Tehran. 

But opponents of military action make a mistake in 
arguing that a nuclear Iran is a containable problem. It is not. 

Jeffrey Goldberg, a national correspondent for the 
Atlantic, was formerly a Washington correspondent and a 
Middle East correspondent for the New Yorker. 
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32. 5 Reasons To Attack Iran 
Sanctions against Iran are tightening, including Europe's ban on oil imports. But Tehran is highly unlikely 
to reach a negotiated agreement over its nuclear program. In the choice between Iran having nuclear 
weapons and a U.S. military strike to prevent that, a strike is the least bad option. 
(CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR 23 JAN 12) ... Matthew Kroenig 

WASHINGTON -- Iran continues to make steady 
progress on its nuclear program. The international community, 
led by the United States, is imposing increasingly tough 
sanctions on Tehran, including a European ban on oil imports 
from Iran. The world should hope that Iran will negotiate 
away its uranium enrichment program. 

But that is highly unlikely. And so, in the coming months, 
Washington might be forced to choose between simply letting 
Iran have nuclear weapons or conducting a military strike 
designed to prevent that from happening. The options are 
awful, but here are five reasons why, if faced with that 
decision, the United States should strike: 

1. A nuclear-armed Iran poses a grave threat to 
international peace and security. Iran currently restrains its 
foreign policy because it fears U.S. and Israeli retaliation. 
With nuclear weapons, Tehran will be emboldened by the 
confidence that it can engage in provocation and use its 
nuclear weapons to deter the worst forms of retaliation. A 
more aggressive Iran will increase its support to terrorists and 
engage in tougher coercive diplomacy. 

Nuclear weapons in Tehran will cause global nuclear 
proliferation, as other states in the Middle East seek their own 
nuclear weapons in response, and as Iran provides uranium 
enrichment technology to U.S. enemies. The global 
nonproliferation regime would be weakened.A nuclear Iran 
could threaten nuclear war to stop developments contrary to its 
interests, giving the world a nuclear scare every few years. 
And given that the nuclear balance between Iran and its 
adversaries would be less stable than the one that held 
between the United States and the Soviet Union during the 
cold war, these future crises could very well spiral out of 
control resulting in a nuclear exchange between Iran and Israel 
or even Iran and the United States. 

2. Deterrence is costly and might not work. In practice, 
deterring a nuclear Iran means extending the U.S. nuclear 
umbrella and pledging to fight nuclear wars on behalf of 
America’s regional partners. But, is the U.S. really willing to 
trade New York for Riyadh? 

To make this inherently incredible threat credible, the 
U.S. would have to station troops and forward-deployed 
nuclear weapons in the region, ensuring that the United States 
will be dragged into any future conflict. These and other costly 
measures would have to remain in place as long as Iran exists 
as a state and has nuclear weapons, which could be decades or 
longer. 

And, while the threat of U.S. retaliation could deter Iran 
from intentionally launching a nuclear war, the threat to go to 
war with a nuclear-armed Iran – especially after America was 
unwilling to fight a nonnuclear Iran – would be irrelevant or 
incredible as a response to other Iranian challenges. That 
means the U.S. would simply have to live with those other 
challenges. 

3. A strike would significantly set back Iran’s nuclear 
program. A U.S. strike would cause immense damage to 
Iran’s nuclear program. It is unlikely that Iran has significant 

operational nuclear facilities that America doesn’t know 
about. The United States could destroy Iran’s known facilities. 

While U.S. government officials have said that an Israeli 
strike would only set back Iran’s nuclear program by one to 
three years, the U.S., with its superior capabilities, would 
impose a greater delay of three to 10 years. This purchases 
much time for diplomacy or other events that could result in 
permanently keeping Tehran from the bomb. 

4. The consequences of a strike are manageable. While 
serious, the consequences of a U.S. strike on Iran’s nuclear 
program would be less grave than many people fear. The U.S. 
could also put in place a strategy to mitigate the worst-case 
outcomes. 

Some have speculated, for example, that a U.S. strike 
would lead to a full-scale war. But, while Iran would certainly 
retaliate, it wouldn’t want to commit national suicide. It knows 
that a major conflict with the United States could lead to the 
destruction of its regime. It would almost certainly, therefore, 
aim for a calibrated response that allows it to save face, but 
that stops short of risking the regime’s survival. 

America can play on Iran’s fears by clearly 
communicating the red lines that, if crossed, would provoke a 
devastating U.S. response. One such red line would be Iran 
closing the strategic oil shipping gateway, the Strait of 
Hormuz. 

By promising to eliminate the Iranian nuclear threat, 
Washington should be able to get agreement from regional 
allies including Israel to stay out of the fight even if they 
become the victims of Iranian retaliation. And while the White 
House might feel political pressure to respond to Iranian 
provocations, the U.S. should be content to trade Iran’s 
nuclear program for a round of retaliation, which would likely 
include missile and terror attacks against U.S. and allied 
interests in the region. 

5. A strike is the least bad option. Make no mistake 
about it, a strike on Iran’s nuclear program is an unattractive 
option. But it is better than the even worse option of allowing 
a nuclear-armed Iran to threaten international peace and 
security for decades to come. 

Successive U.S. presidents have declared that a nuclear-
armed Iran is “unacceptable” and that “all options are on the 
table” to prevent that from happening. America is rapidly 
reaching the point where it must accept the unacceptable or 
exercise its last remaining option. 

Faced with this choice, the United States should destroy 
Iran’s nuclear program, step back and absorb an inevitable 
round of retaliation, and seek to quickly de-escalate the crisis. 
Dealing with the problem now will allow the U.S. – and its 
friends and allies – to avoid an even greater threat in the 
future. 

Matthew Kroenig is a Stanton Nuclear Security fellow at 
the Council on Foreign Relations. This article has been 
adapted from an essay in the January/February 2012 issue of 
Foreign Affairs magazine. 
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BBLLOOGGSS::  
33. EXCERPTS FROM BLOGS AROUND THE WORLD 
(PUBLISHED 20 – 23 JAN 12) 

 
Navy Offers Early Retirement Program from Navy 

Live, January 23 
The Chief of Naval Operations Adm. Jonathan Greenert 

announced plans Jan. 19 to offer voluntary early retirement to 
certain Sailors separating due to the Enlisted Retention Board 
(ERB), during an all hands call at Joint Base Pearl Harbor-
Hickam. 

The National Defense Authorization Act, signed into law 
Dec. 31, 2011, reinstated the authority for the Department of 
Defense to implement Temporary Early Retirement Authority 
(TERA) for Sailors who have completed at least 15 years of 
service. TERA is a temporary, voluntary program that offers 
voluntary early retirement at a reduced monthly annuity to 
eligible members with 15 to 20 years of active service. 

Eligible Sailors who desire early retirement under TERA 
must submit an application. TERA is not an entitlement, so all 
applications may not necessarily be approved. Once program 
application procedures are established, Sailors may still be 
able to separate prior to 1 September 2012 if their application 
is approved and they have accumulated 15 years of active 
service. 

Sailors whose TERA application is approved will be 
retired voluntarily no later than Sept. 1, 2012, and will not be 
entitled to involuntary separation pay (ISP). However, Sailors 
will remain qualified for enhanced ERB transition benefits 
until their retirement date. 

10 Qs & As on the initiative: 
Q1: What is the process/ mechanism for applying for 

early retirement? What is the approval process? What do 
eligible Sailors need to know to take advantage of this? 

A1: As discussed in NAVADMIN 025/12-Navy is still in 
the process of formalizing the process. Application procedures 
will be developed and announced by a future NAVADMIN. In 
the meantime, TERA eligible Sailors are authorized a Short 
Term Extension (STE) to extend their SEAOS to 1 September 
2012 to ensure they have the opportunity to receive TERA 
benefits. 

Pers-81 is now accepting Short Term Extension requests 
for eligible Sailors via email to pers-81@navy.mil. 

Q2: What requirements must Sailors meet in order to 
receive a retirement under TERA? 

A2: Navy’s TERA plan is specifically targeted toward 
ERB Sailors not selected for retention. In order to be eligible, 
a Sailor must not have been chosen for retention by the ERB, 
and must have completed a minimum of 15 years of active 
service as of 1 September 2012. There are no waivers to these 
eligibility requirements. 

Q3: How much money will Sailors who receive an 
early retirement under TERA receive? 

A3: TERA retired pay is calculated in a similar manner as 
regular retired pay, minus a small reduction factor. Specific 
guidance may be found in 10 USC Sec. 1409 and the NDAA 
for FY93 (Public Law 102-484). Amplifying guidance will be 
published via NAVADMIN. 

Q4: If the ERB is considered an involuntary 
separation, how can Sailors qualify for TERA, a voluntary 
separation program? 

A4: Navy is utilizing the results of the ERB to determine 
eligibility for TERA. Eligible Sailors who wish to apply for 
TERA will have their ERB results held in abeyance to 
facilitate their application for voluntary retirement. In all 
cases, Sailors approved for TERA will have their ERB results 
vacated and must retire on or before 1 Sep 2012. 

Q5: Would Sailors who receive TERA qualify for 
Involuntary Separation Pay, and other involuntary 
separation benefits – including the enhanced transition 
benefits afforded to only ERB separating Sailors (such as 
COOL waivers, assistance from the Outplacement service 
contract from Challenger, Gray & Christmas, Inc, etc) ? 

A5: Eligible Sailors who apply and are approved for early 
retirement will be retired voluntarily. Involuntary Separation 
Pay (ISP) is not authorized for Sailors retiring early under 
TERA. While those Sailors offered TERA will no longer 
qualify for ISP, they will remain qualified for enhanced ERB 
transition benefits until their retirement date. Sailors should 
discuss the benefits of early retirement versus involuntary 
separation pay with their families and Command Retention 
Teams. 

Q6: Why does a Sailor have to have 15 YOS by 1 Sept 
2012? Is there any waiver process for those who are close? 

A6: 1 September 2012 is the date previously established 
for separation of ERB Sailors. The law specifically requires 
that the service member must have at least 15 but less than 20 
years of active service to qualify for TERA. The Navy 
understands that there may be Sailors who may be months or 
weeks short of reaching 15 years of service by Sept 1, 2012. 
Unfortunately, there are no waivers to eligibility requirements, 
even if Sailors remain on active duty for another reason. All 
Sailors not eligible to apply for early retirement are 
encouraged to pursue the available transition assistance and 
involuntary separation benefits. 

Q7: Does the Navy plan to offer TERA to Sailors who 
are separating under other force-management programs, 
such as Perform to Serve or High Year Tenure? 

A7: By law, TERA may only be offered to service 
members who have completed at least 15 years of active 
service. PTS is only applicable for Sailors with up to 14 years 
of service, so Sailors separated through PTS would not 
qualify. Likewise, E5 HYT is 14 years and E6 HYT is 20 
years so TERA would not be applicable to HYT situations. 
Because of their time-sensitive nature, commands are 
encouraged to expedite these requests. 

Q8: If ERB Sailors have already separated due to a 
job offer, are they eligible for TERA after the fact? Is 
there a process to retroactively receive retirement benefits 
under TERA? 

A8: Any Sailor who separated prior to implementation of 
the policy, but who otherwise would have qualified, may 
petition the Board for Correction of Naval Records for redress. 
However, the law is specifically written to go into effect on 31 
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December 2011, so it does not appear to be applicable to any 
Sailor who separated prior to that date. 

Q9: Why didn’t the Navy utilize TERA to begin with, 
instead of conducting the ERB? 

A9: At the time of the ERB, TERA was not legally 
authorized. 

Q10: Will Sailors who take an early retirement under 
TERA be required to affiliate with the Reserves? 

A10: No, a Sailor who retires under TERA incurs no 
reserve obligation. 

FOR ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS, contact your chain of 
command. Sailors can also call the NPC Call Center at 1-866-
U-ASK-NPC (1-866-827-5672). NPC will also contact each 
TERA-eligible Sailor or their command. 

 
Blogger Joins Bidens’ West Coast Trip by Elaine 

Sanchez from Family Matters (American Forces Press 
Service), January 23 

Last week, I traveled to California to join Dr. Jill Biden, 
wife of Vice President Joe Biden, as she embarked on a West 
Coast Joining Forces tour. 

Dr. Biden had arrived with her husband a day earlier than 
me, so I caught up with her at the University of Southern 
California in Los Angeles, where she was participating in a 
roundtable discussion on military kids and how schools across 
the nation can better support them. 

She sat amid a group of educators, social workers and 
students involved in the Building Capacity in Military-
connected Schools project, which helps to create military-
friendly environments in schools and to raise awareness of 
their challenges among educators. 

The participants took turns sharing their consortium 
success stories for Biden. Gena Truitt, a prior service member, 
military mom and social work intern, talked about how she 
created the Pride Club at an elementary school to foster 
camaraderie among military kids. 

Robin Williamson, a Navy wife and school liaison officer, 
described how she helped to create transition rooms in 11 
military-impacted San Diego-area schools. Families use the 
rooms to learn about school and community resources, and to 
create connections with other military families. 

Biden wrapped up the roundtable by thanking the 
educators for their work and for rising to the Joining Forces 
challenge. “What you’re doing is a perfect example of how we 
want to change things in America, where every state, every 
school district has programs like this,” she said. “You’re doing 
exactly what needs to be done.” 

After the roundtable, I drove down the coast to Marine 
Corps Base Camp Pendleton, where Dr. Biden was headed the 
next day. 

In the morning, I followed the media trail of cars down a 
very long and winding dirt road to the infantry immersion 
trainer. This state-of-the-art training complex simulates 
situations Marines may encounter in Afghanistan. 

We were escorted to the top of a building, across the way 
from Dr. Biden, to gain a bird’s eye view of a live-fire 
exercise. 

A Marine patrol entered a simulated Afghan bazaar and, 
moments later, a loud explosion echoed in the air. A female 
Afghan, whose leg had been “blown off,” fell to the ground 

screaming in pain. The Marines rushed to help her as a rocket-
propelled grenade, shot from Biden’s rooftop, flew past. 

The overall experience was incredible, Dr. Biden told us 
on her way out. 

“It’s been an amazing experience to be here,” she said. “It 
made me realize just how difficult it is for our military when 
they go to Afghanistan and when they went to Iraq. 

“Americans should be really proud,” she added. 
The next stop was about 20 miles away – I later found out 

that Pendleton is the second largest Marine Corps installation, 
after Twentynine Palms -- at an explosive ordnance disposal 
unit. EOD specialists are the ones who detect explosives and 
dispose of them, one of the most dangerous jobs in the 
military. 

A crowd of EOD Marines and their families had gathered 
to meet Dr. Biden and enjoy a barbecue lunch, which I eyed 
hungrily but unfortunately due to time, was unable to partake 
in. 

While Dr. Biden was given a tour of the unit, I chatted 
with some of the family members. I approached two young 
women, both Gold Star wives, with several children between 
them. Chrissy Holley teared up as she told me her husband, 
Marine Corps Gunnery Sgt. Floyd Holley, had been killed in 
Afghanistan. Holley was serving in Helmand province in 2010 
when he was struck by a blast from a homemade bomb. 
Another woman held her 10 day-old-baby close. Her husband 
had been killed in Afghanistan in August. 

It was gratifying to see these women there, still embraced 
by their husbands’ unit. 

In brief remarks to the crowd, Dr. Biden thanked the 
Marines, family members and Gold Star wives and moms, 
adding the thanks of First Lady Michelle Obama. 

“I know Michelle would want me to say … thank you for 
everything you’re doing, for your service to this country, 
because in this administration you are our priority, to make 
sure you are well taken care of,” she said. “It’s our sacred 
honor to take care of you.” 

As a food line formed, Dr. Biden mingled with the crowd, 
giving hugs and posing for pictures with nearly everyone 
there. 

On her way out, Dr. Biden stopped to view a wall of 
portraits, a solemn tribute to fallen EOD members and Navy 
corpsmen. 

Dr. Biden’s last stop was the Warrior Hope and Care 
Center. This 30,000-square-foot center opened on Pendleton in 
October to offer counseling and transition services to wounded 
and ill Marines, Sailors and their families. 

The vice president, who had been attending events in Los 
Angeles earlier that day, joined his wife for the visit. 

Once again with a crowd of media, I was escorted into a 
small room where the vice president and Dr. Biden were 
already visiting with about a dozen wounded warriors and 
their families. 

“We only have one sacred obligation in the government,” 
Biden told the troops. “We have a lot of obligations -- to the 
old, to the young, to educate -- but we have only one sacred 
obligation, and that is to equip those we send to war and care 
for those we bring home from war. 

“It is the single most significant obligation the United 
States of America has,” he added. 
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The Bidens then mingled with the wounded warriors and 
their families. As Dr. Biden chatted with troops in the back of 
the room, the vice president spoke for several minutes to 
Marine Corps Sgt. James Amos, who lost both his legs in an 
explosion in Afghanistan on June. 6. 

I later asked Amos what the vice president had said to 
him. Biden mostly thanked him for his service, he told me. 

Biden also thanked a veteran of a prior war. He knelt 
down to speak to World War II veteran Thomas Marino, 
seated in a wheelchair near his son, Marine Corps Gunnery 
Sgt. David Marino and wife, Laura. 

All too quickly, it was time for me to go. As I was 
escorted out, I glanced back for a moment. The vice president 
had donned a Semper Fi cap and was seated on a coach with a 
wounded warrior and his family, as Dr. Biden sat at a table 
with young Marines nearby. 

I overheard the vice president telling his aide to pass out 
his card so the troops could reach him directly. 

It was a whirlwind trip, but a worthy one. The Bidens’ 
visit was visible proof that the service and sacrifice 
represented here – from the Marines training on those dusty 
roads to the Gold Star wives at the EOD unit to these wounded 
warriors seated in this room – doesn’t go unnoticed by our 
nation and its leaders. 

A few moments earlier, the vice president had told the 
wounded warriors the nation owes them a debt that could 
never be repaid. “We owe you. We owe you guys more than 
anybody could ever be able to repay you,” he told them. I 
couldn’t agree more. 

 
Robo-Copter Will Keep Tabs On Navy’s Biofuel 

Plants by Spencer Ackerman and Noah Shachtman from 
Danger Room (WIRED), January 20 

The Navy is hoping to one day run a huge chunk of its 
fleet on biofuels. So the Navy’s advanced researchers — and 
their partners at the U.S. Department of Agriculture — are 
turning to a tiny robotic helicopter to help them figure out 
which crop they might be able to convert into their fuel of the 
future. 

The experiment is taking place over 35,000 acres of Maui 
soil, on the fields of Hawaiian Commercial & Sugar, the 
state’s largest commercial sugar plantation. That’s the site of a 
$10 million, five-year gamble to test which of plantation’s 
crops might work as grow-your-jet fuel. The drone helicopter 
will track every temperature fluctuation and sprouting bud 
emerging into the Hawaiian sun. 

But it’s hardly certain that any of the plants will actually 
wind up in the engines of destroyers or F/A-18s. Yes, the 
Navy is betting big on alt-energy — the goal is to cut its fossil 
fuel usage in half by 2020. And yes, the Navy just made its 
biggest-ever purchase of biofuels: 450,000 gallons for $12 
million, enough to power an entire aircraft carrier strike group 
during a demonstration voyage this summer. But half of that 
order went to a division of Tyson Foods, which coverts fats 
and waste greases into biofuels. The other half went to 
Solazyme, which uses algae as a means of fermenting 
everything from plant matter to municipal waste into fuel. In 
other words, neither of them is really grow-your-own. 

Nevertheless, the Office of Naval Research and the 
Agriculture Department are wondering whether Maui’s mix of 
plants, tropical sun, and nutrient-rich soil can produce a 

bumper crop of clean, renewable energy. Enter the Leptron 
corporation’s tiny drone helicopter, the Avenger. It’s about to 
be the Navy’s robotic horticulturist in Hawaii. 

The Department of Agriculture recently bought an 
Avenger — not to be confused with the next-generation 
Predator drone — so its thermal imaging cameras can gather 
“small plot specific data,” particularly about crop temperature. 
The department wants a drone instead of a manned helicopter 
so it can keep the Avenger hovering over the patch of 
farmland and taking pictures longer than a human being could 
handle. The idea is that the Avenger’s persistent stare will 
alert researchers to any problems with the crops — including 
jatropha, sweet sorghum, and sugar cane — before the entire 
experiment is jeopardized. The team figures that Hawaii is an 
ideal venue for the experiment: it’s a high-fertility 
environment that’s already home to the Pacific Fleet. “A 
perfect storm of opportunity,” is how the Navy’s top energy 
official described Hawaii in 2010. 

In a way, Hawaii is a microcosm of the energy situation 
the Navy’s in. For an archipelago in the middle of the Pacific, 
importing fuel means energy prices are sky high; but because 
of all its sunlight, warmth and high rainfalls, its ability to grow 
more crops per acre than most of the mainland U.S. raises the 
prospect of growing an energy solution. Hawaii also has one 
of the first biodiesel plants in the U.S., Pacific Biodiesel, 
which is much touted by the Department of Agriculture and 
the Navy and whose fuel powers the Navy’s tour boats for the 
Pearl Harbor memorial. 

If the Hawaii experiment — or, frankly, any of the Navy’s 
biofuel experiments — go gangbusters, it won’t just be Sailors 
who benefit. Along with the Agriculture and Energy 
departments, the Navy will pump over half a billion dollars 
into the biofuels industry, with the hope of eventually driving 
down costs of renewable, green fuel that doesn’t come from 
volatile global hotspots. 

Still, the sugar-derived biofuel is only an experiment, not 
necessarily a harbinger of the Navy definitely planting fuel in 
the future. Industrial agriculture can actually require lots of 
money and, ironically, fossil fuels to produce. It’s entirely 
possible that recycling greases or other waste-products will 
turn out to be cheaper and greener. 

But the first lookout for whether grow-your-own fuel is 
even viable will be the diminutive, svelte Avenger, whose 
main rotor is merely six feet in diameter. In addition to 
optional remote-control or programmable autonomous flight 
options, it comes with a pair of video goggles, which Leptron 
calls a “Personal Media Viewer,” to give a person below a 
drone’s eye view. Watching the grass grow was never this 
captivating. 

 
New JSF Software Boasts Voice Commands; It's Not 

Siri But... by Colin Clark from AOL Defense, January 23 
You climb up into your new Joint Strike fighter in your 

flight suit, pull on the flight helmet and say, "Hey darling, It's 
Squirt. Set up my screens the way I like em and let's go get 
some bad guys." 

OK. The latest software in Lockheed Martin's Joint Strike 
Fighter isn't quite that much fun or as flexible as Apple's Siri 
voice command software on the new iPhone, but it does allow 
pilots to issue certain voice commands to the aircraft. 
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No, you can't tell it to find the most recent leader of Al 
Shabab in Somalia and blow up his Toyota. But you can sign 
in to the plane (supplemented with some highly classified 
ways to convince the plane you have permission to fly it) with 
your voice, change radio frequencies, alter the radio's volume 
and have it set up the two touch screens that give you most of 
your weapons and flight information just the way you like 
them. 

It also allows you to program and turn on the aircraft's 
Identify Friend or Foe (IFF) system, key to the plane's ability 
to track where you and your enemies are. 

Since this is the first effort at doing this, not everything is 
working fabulously yet. "Some of the commands work better 
than others," Marine Lt. Col. Matt Kelly told me and a 
colleague Friday. Kelly is one of the test pilots flying the F-35 
at Patuxent River Naval Air Station. His call sign is Squirt. 
"It's not quite there yet." 

Biggest let down about the new software? It "won't be 
used for weapons release," Kelly said before Defense 
Secretary Leon Panetta's speech here. Just imagine: "Darlin, 
arm the port Sidewinder missile. Please shoot that bastard on 
my tail. Thank you. Then let's go home." 

 
MilitaryKidsConnect.org Builds Resilience in Military 

Youth by Dr. Kelly Blasko from Armed With Science 
(DoD Live), January 19 

Dr. Kelly Blasko is a Research Psychologist and Subject 
Matter Expert for the National Center for Telehealth & 
Technology (T2), and the project lead for 
MilitaryKidsConnect.org. 

Military children that experience a deployment of a parent 
often experience the same amount of stress as the parent or 
caregiver remaining at home. Even though military children 
often display strong resiliency skills recent studies shown 
there are increased levels of anxiety a child experiences when 
a parent is deployed, in addition to being at risk for emotional 
and behavioral issues at home and at school. 

MilitaryKidsConnect.org is a web-based application 
aimed at improving child and family readiness throughout the 
deployment cycle. Developed by the National Center for 
Telehealth and Technology, MilitaryKidsConnect.org, 
enhances the resilience and coping skills of military youth, 
ages 6-17. 

Upon visiting MilitaryKidsConnect.org you will find 
three unique tracks based on age (children, tweens, and teens) 
and two tracks for parent/caregivers and educators. Features of 
the site include interactive maps that allow a service member 
to show their child where they are going, scrapbooks and 
message boards, games, inspirational videos about coping with 
deployment, and instructional vignettes. 

MilitaryKidsConnect.org is a safe and engaging way to 
help military youth with the day-to-day challenges of 
deployment, and may even help enhance family resilience and 
support for the deployed service member. 

If you, a family member or a friend is deploying soon be 
sure to check us out here at www.MilitaryKidsConnect.org! 

View Clip (RT: 1:26) 

 
 
 
Faces of the Fleet (Photo Blog) from Navy Live, 

January 20 
This blog entry consists of a photo gallery of Sailors 

providing a variety of missions for today’s Navy. 
FC2 Matthew Burger leads his team from USS Dewey 

(DDG 105) during a training exercise with the Coast Guard. 
Matthew is part of the ship’s Visit, Board, Search, and Seizure 
(VBSS) team… which is the type of Navy team you’ve seen in 
recent news reports boarding foreign vessels suspected of 
piracy. 

LN1 Ronald Alexander concentrates on the Navy-wide 
chief petty officer advancement exam, while embarked on 
USS Blue Ridge (LCC 19). The exam is administrated to 1st 
class petty officers who, if selected for the promotional board, 
will submit their service records for review by senior enlisted 
board members. Good luck, Ronald! 

ABH3 Alexsis Labrake directs aircraft on the flight deck 
of USS Carl Vinson (CVN 70). Alexsis and her shipmates, 
along with Carrier Air Wing (CVW) 17 are deployed to the 
U.S. 5th Fleet area of responsibility. 

ADAN Panu Beckley tightens a panel screw on an EA-6B 
Prowler from the Wizards of Electronic Attack Squadron 
(VAQ) 133 aboard USS John C. Stennis (CVN 74). Panu and 
his shipmates are deployed to the U.S. 5th Fleet area of 
responsibility conducting maritime security operations and 
support missions as part of Operation Enduring Freedom. 

Retired Chief Petty Officer Carl E. Clark gave remarks 
after the Secretary of the Navy (SECNAV), the honorable Ray 
Mabus presented him with the Navy and Marine Corps 
Commendation medal with Combat Distinguishing. The 95-
year-old Clark earned the medal for his actions during World 
War II. Thanks, shipmate. Find out more about this hero here. 

Chief of Naval Operations Adm. Jonathan Greenert talks 
to Sailors at Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam during a visit to 
the U.S. Pacific Fleet. 

IS2 Jenna Welsh, from USS Blue Ridge (LCC 19), reads 
with a child during a community service project at Sullivans 
Elementary School. Jenna, her shipmates and Sailors from 
U.S. 7th Fleet staff visited a pet shelter, residential tower and 
local schools as part of a base-wide community service event. 

BM3 Raina Tran and SN Oscar Gotayvega steer USS 
Kearsarge (LHD 3) from the ship’s bridge. Raina, Oscar and 
their shipmates are conducting crew certifications in 
preparation for future amphibious operations. 

Guest facilitator HN Glen Marasigan (right) monitors the 
EKG reading of LSSN Wayne Terry, explaining the results to 
members of the Navy Expeditionary Medical Training 
Institute inaugaral Kandahar Role 3 Operational Medical 
Training Progam class at Camp Pendleton, Calif. The program 
is designed to provide training before the nearly 200 service 
members participating in the course deploy to Kandahar’s 
Role 3 Hospital. 

View Gallery (9 Photos) 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Navy Seals Rescue Two Aid Workers In Somalia In Daring Raid 
(ABC NEWS 25 JAN 12) ... Luis Martinez 

A U.S. special operations team of Navy SEALs conducted a rescue mission into Somalia Tuesday night to free two aid workers, 
including an American woman, who had been held hostage for three months by Somali criminals. 

 
2. Obama Sets Military As Example For Country 
(DEFENSE NEWS 25 JAN 12) ... Kate Brannen 

President Obama bookended a State of the Union address largely focused on the economy with tributes to the U.S. military. 
 

3. Pentagon Budget To Cut Military, Cancel Programs 
(REUTERS 24 JAN 12) ... David Alexander and Andrea Shalal-Esa 

WASHINGTON -- The Pentagon will unveil a five-year budget proposal this week that begins to implement $487 billion in 
spending cuts over the next decade by trimming the size of the military and canceling or scaling back some weapons programs. 

 
4. New PACFLT Commander Forges Way Ahead 
(NAVY LIVE BLOG 24 JAN 12) 

The following post comes from Adm. Cecil D. Haney who recently relieved Adm. Patrick Walsh as the leader of U.S. Pacific 
Fleet – the Navy’s largest fleet, in the largest area of responsibility in the world. 

 
5. Remembering The War Everybody Manages To Forget 
1812 Bicentennials Face Uphill Battle; 'A Hard and Confusing Tale to Tell' 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 25 JAN 12) ... Chip Cummins 

TORONTO—When Sandra Shaul considered applying for a job as this city's War of 1812 bicentennial coordinator several years 
back, she wasn't sure what there was to celebrate. 

 

CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
6. Mesa Verde Provides Assistance To Moroccan Mariners 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 24 JAN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Josue L. Escobosa, USS Mesa Verde Public Affairs 

USS MESA VERDE, At Sea -- Sailors and Marines aboard USS Mesa Verde (LPD 19) provided assistance to ten Morrocan 
mariners whose vessel had capsized three days earlier in the Mediterranean Sea, Jan. 24. 

 
7. U.S. Military In Persian Gulf Still Necessary, Welcome Force 
(WASHINGTON TIMES 24 JAN 12) ... Rowan Scarborough 

The U.S. is maintaining a sizable ground, air and sea force in the Persian Gulf, underscoring the need to protect oil-producing 
states after deposing Iraqi strongman Saddam Hussein and exiting a democratic Iraq in December. 

 
8. VAW-123 Support Personnel Prepare For Enterprise's Final Deployment 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 25 JAN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Peter Melkus, Enterprise Carrier Strike Group 
Public Affairs 

USS ENTERPRISE, At Sea -- As the aircraft carrier USS Enterprise (CVN 65) enters the second week of its composite training 
unit exercise (COMPTUEX) Jan. 23, Sailors assigned to the carrier's squadrons continue to work around the clock to ensure their 
aircraft and the personnel who make them fly are ready for Big E's upcoming deployment. 
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9. USS Frank Cable Arrives In Hawaii 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 24 JAN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist Seaman Apprentice Chris Salisbury, USS Frank Cable Public 
Affairs 

PEARL HARBOR, Hawaii -- Submarine tender USS Frank Cable (AS 40) arrived in Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, for a port visit, Jan. 
23. 

 

GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
10. West Displays Gulf Military Power To Defiant Iran 
Britain May Up Navy Presence Near Strait Of Hormuz Amid Tensions 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 24 JAN 12) ... Ali Akbar Dareini 

TEHRAN, Iran — Military power near the strategic Strait of Hormuz could be bolstered by additional British forces, the country's 
defense secretary said Tuesday, as a defiant Iran shrugged off Europe's oil embargo and moved ahead with plans to hold naval 
exercises alongside the oil tanker shipping lanes it has threatened to block. 

 
11. China Developing Unmanned Aircraft To Counter U.S. Forces 
(ASAHI SHIMBUN 25 JAN 12) ... Kenji Minemura 

BEIJING -- It was a prestigious contest involving some of the top technological minds in China, with prizes totaling 2.65 million 
yuan (about 32 million yen or $400,000) up for grabs. 

 
12. ROK, U.S. Mapping Out New Plan For DPRK At Pentagon 
(YONHAP NEWS AGNECY (SOUTH KOREA) 25 JAN 12) ... Lee Chi-dong 

WASHINGTON/SEOUL -- The chief South Korean and U.S. military officers met Tuesday at the Pentagon to sign a preliminary 
agreement for a new operational plan against potential North Korean provocations, sources and officials said. 

 
13. Fishermen Return To Freedom With Tales Of Lankan Hospitality 
(TIMES OF INDIA 25 JAN 12) 

RAMESWARAM - There was a pleasant twist to the tale of the nine fishermen who returned to Rameswaram from Talaimannar 
in Sri Lanka on Tuesday morning. In sharp contrast to the harrowing experience of fishers who have been in the custody of Sri Lankan 
naval personnel in the past, this lot was treated well by their captors. 

 
14. First Lady Commissions Warship, Tasks Navy On Security 
(LAGOS VANGUARD (NIGERIA) 23 JAN 12) ... Evelyn Usman 

LAGOS — First Lady, Dame Patience Jonathan, Monday, charged the Nigerian Navy to work with other security agencies, with a 
view to protecting lives of Nigerians and non-Nigerians, irrespective of where they may reside in the country. 

 
15. France To Lay Down First Mistral For Russia In February 
(RIA NOVOSTI 24 JAN 12) 

MOSCOW - The first Mistral class amphibious assault ship for Russia will be laid down at the start of February in a French 
shipyard, a military industry official told RIA Novosti on Tuesday. 

 
16. Biggest Cuts In Years Are Coming For Germany 
(AVIATION WEEK 24 JAN 12) ... Nicholas Fiorenza 

BERLIN - Germany’s defense budget will rise in 2012 by €200 million ($264 million) to €31.7 billion, but the trend over the next 
five years is down, to a planned €30.4 billion in 2015. 

 

PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
17. San Diego Navy Spouse Joins First Lady At Obama Speech 
(SAN DIEGO UNION TRIBUNE 24 JAN 12) ... Christopher Cadelago 

Adrienne Howard has been a lot of places and done a lot of things, but few would measure up to attending the president’s State of 
the Union Address Tuesday with first lady Michelle Obama. 

 
18. Transition Benefits: NPC Officials To Visit Fleet To Discuss Post-ERB Matters 
NPC Officials To Discuss Post-ERB Matters And Transition Benefits At California Bases 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 24 JAN 12) ... Navy Personnel Command Public Affairs 

MILLINGTON, Tenn. -- Representatives from Navy Personnel Command's fleet engagement team will meet with Sailors, 
families and leadership in California to discuss personnel policies and force management measures impacting the fleet, officials said 
Jan. 24. 
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19. Navy Reminds Sailors of Member-Designated Benefits 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 24 JAN 12) ... Chief of Naval Personnel Public Affairs 

WASHINGTON – The Navy is reminding Sailors of several benefits and programs where members may designate beneficiaries 
of their choosing, as outlined in NAVADMIN 028/12, released Jan. 24. 

 
20. Reflecting On Naval History During The 2012 African American/Black History Month 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 24 JAN 12) ... Ensign Amber Lynn Daniel, Diversity and Inclusion Public Affairs 

WASHINGTON -- As announced by NAVADMIN 026/12 released Jan. 24, the Navy joins our nation in celebrating African 
American/Black History Month throughout the month of February. 

 
21. NAVFAC Southeast Announces Engineers Of The Year 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 24 JAN 12) ... NAVFAC Southeast Public Affairs Office 

Jacksonville, Fla. -- Naval Facilities Engineering Command (NAVFAC) Southeast announced Jan. 24 its 2012 Military and 
Civilian Engineers of the Year as Lt. Cmdr. Craig Clutts and Marcos Castaneda both from Public Works Department Corpus Christi, 
Texas. 

 

FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
22. New Plan: NGJ To Go Unmanned 
(AVIATION WEEK 24 JAN 12) ... David Fulghum 

NAS PATUXENT RIVER, Md. - The F-35 Joint Strike Fighter, long touted as the follow-on to the EA-18G Growler electronic 
attack aircraft, is no longer heir-apparent as the king of nonkinetic warfare. 

 
23. U.S. Air Force To Halt Northrop Unmanned Plane 
(REUTERS 24 JAN 12) ... Andrea Shalal-Esa 

WASHINGTON -- The U.S. Air Force has decided to scrap its Northrop Grumman Corp high-altitude unmanned surveillance 
plane program and keep its Cold War-vintage U-2 spy planes flying into the 2020s, according to a government official and a defense 
analyst. 

 
24. Navy Faces Crushing Demand For Information Warfare Systems 
(NEXTGOV 24 JAN 12) ... Bob Brewin 

SAN DIEGO -- The Navy has a compelling need for shipboard assurance systems to maintain a secure environment, the service's 
top command-and-control acquisition official told an overflow audience here at the annual Armed Forces Communications and 
Electronics Association-West conference. AFCEA is an industry group. 

 
25. Navy Snowbird Wintering Locally 
(OCALA (FL) STAR-BANNER 24 JAN 12) ... Susan Smiley-Height 

A Navy snowbird is spending another warm winter in Marion County. 
 

26. Huntington Ingalls Payments Docked By Navy On Carrier's Overrun 
(BLOOMBERG GOVERNMENT 25 JAN 12) ... Tony Capaccio 

Huntington Ingalls Industries Inc. is being docked millions of dollars in profit because of a cost overrun estimated at about $884 
million, or 17 percent, on the newest U.S. aircraft carrier, Navy officials said. 

 
27. Pentagon Weapons Tester Faults Ship Self-Defense 
(DEFENSE DAILY 25 JAN 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

The Navy has not been able to successfully demonstrate the reliability of its suite of integrated systems to defend against anti-ship 
cruise missiles and other threats, according to a report by the Pentagon's top weapons tester. 

 

BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
28. Local Carrier Could Move To West Coast 
(WAVY NBC NORFOLK24 JAN 12) ... Art Kohn 

NORFOLK, Va. - The Navy's top officer said another carrier could be going to the West Coast in the next four years. 
 

29. Lawmakers See Progress In Mold, Maintenance Work 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 24 JAN 12) ... Bill Bartel 

VIRGINIA BEACH - Two Virginia federal legislators said Monday that the Navy and its private housing operator have made 
progress in dealing with residents' complaints about mold and other maintenance issues but they're not satisfied yet. 
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30. Navy Sonar And Environmental Stewardship 
(YOUTUBE 24 JAN 12) ... Navy Energy Enviro 

View footage describing the use of Navy Sonar, and studies of impacts on marine mammals. 
 

31. Movement Of Carrier-Born Aircraft May Delay Due To Futenma Issues, Tells Saito, Deputy Chief 
Cabinet Secretary 
(KANAGAWA SHINBUN 24 JAN 12) 

During an interview with Kanagawa Shinbun, Deputy Chief Cabinet Secretary Saito indicated delay in relocating carrier-born 
aircraft that are now stationed at U.S. Naval Air Facility Atsugi. According to DPRI or Roadmap for Realignment of U.S. Forces in 
Japan, they are supposed to move to Iwakuni by 2014. Saito referred to the halt in negotiating the move of MCAS Futenma (to Nago), 
which is tightly linked to the aircraft relocation. “It is now hard to predict,” said Saito in response to our query. 

 
32. USS Laffey Returns Home January 25 
Watch the live stream of the Laffey's return starting at 9am 
(WCBD NBC CHARLESTON SC 24 JAN 12) 

Patriots Point Development Authority (PPDA) Executive Director Mac Burdette announced Tuesday that plans are moving 
forward to bring the USS Laffey home to her berth at Patriots Point Naval & Maritime Museum on Wednesday, January 25. 

 

NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
33. Obama Administration Quietly Altering Military's Global Presence 
GOP lawmaker dubs shift 'mediocrity at its best' 
(US NEWS 24 JAN 12) ... John T. Bennett 

The Obama administration is ushering in a new era in which the meaning of what constitutes a U.S. military presence in some 
corners of the globe will look very different than it does today. 

 
34. Senate GOP's Anti-Sequestration Plan Coming In 'Days' 
(DEFENSE DAILY 25 JAN 12) ... Emelie Rutherford 

Republican senators plan to unveil in the near future their strategy for thwarting so-called sequestration cuts to Pentagon spending 
triggered by the collapse of budget talks last year. 

 
35. Without Sustained Leadership, Pentagon Could Miss Audit Goals 
(DEFENSE NEWS 24 JAN 12) ... Kate Brannen 

The Pentagon is finally on a realistic path to meet its goal to complete a full financial audit by 2017, a congressional panel has 
confirmed. However, if leadership and oversight are not maintained, that deadline could slip, both Pentagon and lawmakers say. 

 
36. Burial For Indigent Navy Veteran Scheduled For Willamette National Cemetery On Wednesday 
(PORTLAND OREGONIAN 24 JAN 12) ... Mike Francis 

Navy veteran Stevenson L. Roy will be buried at Willamette National Cemetery Wednesday afternoon under a program that 
provides military honors to homeless, indigent vets. 

 
37. Navy - Big East Marriage A Long Time In Making 
(ANNAPOLIS CAPITAL GAZETTE 24 JAN 12) ... Bill Wagner 

Both sides called it a marriage 10 years in the making. 
 

OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
38. Defense Cuts And America's Outdated Military 
Yes, we spent more after 9/11—but in ways that impeded modernization. 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 25 JAN 12) ... Mackenzie Eaglen 

On Thursday, the Pentagon will begin detailing its plans to cut $500 billion from the military's budget over the next decade. The 
reason, insists President Barack Obama, is that "since 9/11, our defense budget grew at an extraordinary pace." That's true in top-line 
numbers—but it's anything but true when examined strategically. 
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39. Iran’s Asymmetric Threat 
Iran’s navy may not be a match for the U.S. on the high seas, but the Strait of Hormuz offers plenty of ways 
for it to make life tricky. 
(THE DIPLOMAT 24 JAN 12) ... Raoul Heinrichs 

New Year in the Persian Gulf has opened in the usual atmosphere of scurrility, mistrust and competition. The Iranian nuclear 
crisis – already animated by economic and cyber warfare, an unrelenting diplomatic offensive, and a systematic program of sabotage, 
espionage and assassination – has, over the past month, incorporated yet another aspect: the specter of naval confrontation. 

 
40. Is The Navy's Newest Sub Worth The Price? 
Not much of a sea-based deterrent, says Pravin Sawhney; Chakra is the filler of strategic space says Vijay 
Shankar 
(THE HINDU 25 JAN 12) ... Pravin Sawhney and Vijay Shankar 

Just when the Russian nuclear-powered Akula-II submarine joins the Indian Navy as INS Chakra on a 10-year lease at a cost of 
over $1 billion, the moot question is: does it contribute to India's sea-based nuclear deterrence? 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Navy Seals Rescue Two Aid Workers In Somalia In Daring Raid 
(ABC NEWS 25 JAN 12) ... Luis Martinez 

A U.S. special operations team of Navy SEALs conducted 
a rescue mission into Somalia Tuesday night to free two aid 
workers, including an American woman, who had been held 
hostage for three months by Somali criminals. 

32-year-old Jessica Buchanan, from Bedford, Virginia 
and 60-year-old Poul Hagen Thisted, of Denmark, were 
kidnapped on October 25 by a band of Somali criminals while 
on their way to the airport in the Galcayo located in central 
Somalia. Both were working for the Danish Refugee Group’s 
Danish Demining Group, DDG. 

In a statement released by the White House, President 
Obama said he had authorized a rescue mission on Monday. 

“Thanks to the extraordinary courage and capabilities of 
our Special Operations Forces, yesterday Jessica Buchanan 
was rescued and she is on her way home. As Commander-in-
Chief, I could not be prouder of the troops who carried out this 
mission, and the dedicated professionals who supported their 
efforts,” Obama said in the statement. 

The President said he spoke with Buchanan’s father 
Monday night, “and told him that all Americans have Jessica 
in our thoughts and prayers, and give thanks that she will soon 
be reunited with her family.” 

“The United States will not tolerate the abduction of our 
people, and will spare no effort to secure the safety of our 
citizens and to bring their captors to justice. This is yet another 
message to the world that the United States of America will 
stand strongly against any threats to our people,” he added. 

Obama made no mention of the successful raid during his 
State of the Union speech last night, though keen observers 
noted an interesting exchange with Defense Secretary Leon 
Panetta as he entered the House Chamber. 

Obama pointed to Panetta and said, “Leon. Good job 
tonight. Good job tonight.” 

In a statement released Wednesday, Panetta said he was 
pleased that neither Buchanan or Thisted were harmed during 
the operation. 

“This mission demonstrates our military’s commitment to 
the safety of our fellow citizens wherever they may be around 
the world,” he said. 

Panetta described the rescue as “a team effort and 
required close coordination, especially between the 

Department of Defense and our colleagues in the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation. ” 

The Danish Refugee Council also confirmed the rescue in 
a statement and said, “The two aid workers from the Danish 
Refugee Council’s demining unit, DDG, are both unharmed 
and at a safe location. ” 

A U.S. official says that the rescue mission began around 
2 a.m. local time as team of Navy SEALs parachuted into the 
area near the compound where the two aid workers were being 
held. 

As they approached the compound the official says there 
was a firefight, but there were no American casualties. 

After freeing Buchanan and Thisted, the military team 
and the aid workers left the area via helicopter and were taken 
to Camp Lemonier, the U.S. military base in neighboring 
Djibouti. 

Very few aid groups continue to operate inside Somalia 
because of the risks involved in conducting relief operations in 
one of the world most dangerous countries. The country has 
been ravaged by conflict for the last decade and an Islamic 
militant extremist group known as al-Shabab has been a focus 
of U.S. counterterrorism efforts in the country. 

However, the U.S. official says that the Somalis who 
kidnapped Buchanan and Thisted were not members of al-
Shabab, but criminals. It’s possible they may have had ties to 
the pirates who operate in the waters off of East Africa 
prowling for commercial ships to hold for ransom making the 
waters off of Somalia some of the most dangerous in the 
world. 

Buchanan joined DDG as a trainee in May 2010 and by 
January 2011 had become an education advisor for the group. 

Andreas Camm, a spokesman for the Danish Refugee 
Council told ABC News that Buchanan “has been very strong 
during this crisis when we have received proof of life. Our 
impression has been she has done very, very well and been a 
very, very strong person. And we were happy every time we 
heard of that.” 

As for what kind of ransom the Somalis wanted from his 
group, Camm said, “We have told them of course that a 
humanitarian organization cannot pay.” 

Return to Index 
 

2. Obama Sets Military As Example For Country 
(DEFENSE NEWS 25 JAN 12) ... Kate Brannen 

President Obama bookended a State of the Union address 
largely focused on the economy with tributes to the U.S. 
military. 

At a time when the military consistently ranks No. 1 and 
Congress dead last in public opinion polls, Obama urged 
lawmakers to follow the military’s example of teamwork and 
selfless sacrifice. 

To highlight this point, the president finished his speech 
Tuesday by talking about the raid that killed al-Qaida leader 
Osama bin Laden in May. 

Politics did not matter to the Navy SEAL team 
responsible for carrying out the mission and it did not matter 

to the people gathered in the Situation Room in the White 
House, Obama said. 

As Obama spoke, Navy Adm. William McRaven, who 
oversaw the bin Laden raid, sat with first lady Michelle 
Obama as a special guest in her viewing box. 

“All that mattered that day was the mission,” Obama said. 
The message to lawmakers: put political differences aside 

and work together. 
However, many of the initiatives put forward by the 

president received little applause from Republicans in the 
audience. 



 7

With the election in November, many viewed the speech 
as an opening argument in the president’s political campaign 
and an opportunity to highlight the differences between the 
parties’ platforms. 

While much of the speech was devoted to the economy, 
Obama outlined what he viewed were his national security 
achievements over the past year, including killing bin Laden, 
ending the war in Iraq and helping oust Libyan leader 
Moammar Gadhafi. 

It was on foreign policy that the president received some 
of the loudest bipartisan applause. 

Both Republican and Democratic lawmakers were quick 
to stand and support the president’s comments on Syria. 

“I have no doubt that the Assad regime will soon discover 
that the forces of change can’t be reversed, and that human 
dignity can’t be denied,” Obama said. 

Republican members of Congress also joined Democrats 
to cheer the president’s resolve on Iran. 

“Let there be no doubt: America is determined to prevent 
Iran from getting a nuclear weapon, and I will take no options 
off the table to achieve that goal,” he said. 

However, a peaceful resolution is still possible and far 
better for everyone, the president added. 

The president used this discussion of foreign policy 
achievements to quickly mention the new defense strategic 
guidance, which the Pentagon unveiled Jan. 5. 

The strategy calls for a shift in geographic focus toward 
the Asia Pacific region, while maintaining influence in the 
Middle East. 

On the new strategy, Obama only said it ensured the 
country maintains the “finest military in the world, while 
saving nearly half a trillion dollars in our budget.” 

The president’s speech comes just days before Defense 
Secretary Leon Panetta is scheduled to give a sneak preview 
of the Pentagon’s 2013 budget request. 

Next year’s budget will provide the first glimpse of how 
the Pentagon plans to reduce projected spending by $487 
billion over the next 10 years to meet the Budget Control 
Act’s initial spending caps. 

It does not take into account the possibility of 
sequestration, which would initiate an additional $500 billion 
cut in January 2013 if Congress does not find an alternative 
way to reduce the country’s deficit. 

A large part of the president’s speech focused on reviving 
American manufacturing and bringing overseas jobs back 
home, mostly through tax incentives. 

It also included a handful of initiatives that could help 
combat veterans who are returning from war and are in need 
of work. 

The jobless rate for those who have left active duty since 
2001 climbed to 12.1 percent in 2011, the fourth consecutive 
year of increases, according to Iraq and Afghanistan Veterans 
of America. 

“As they come home, we must serve them as well as they 
served us,” Obama said. 

Obama touted a recent bill that received bipartisan 
support from Congress to provide tax credits to companies 
who hire vets. 

The president also proposed a Veterans Job Corps “that 
will help our communities hire veterans as cops and 
firefighters, so that America is as strong as those who defend 
her.” 

Over 20 members of Congress brought Iraq war veterans 
as their guests to the speech as part of a bipartisan effort to 
focus attention on their needs and to honor their service. 

View State of the Union Text 
Return to Index 
 

3. Pentagon Budget To Cut Military, Cancel Programs 
(REUTERS 24 JAN 12) ... David Alexander and Andrea Shalal-Esa 

WASHINGTON -- The Pentagon will unveil a five-year 
budget proposal this week that begins to implement $487 
billion in spending cuts over the next decade by trimming the 
size of the military and canceling or scaling back some 
weapons programs. 

Defense Secretary Leon Panetta will preview a budget 
request for the 2013 fiscal year on Thursday that will cut $260 
billion in spending through 2017, taking the Pentagon more 
than halfway to its target for the decade. 

Details about the 2013 spending plans have begun to 
emerge from sources familiar with the budget proposal, 
despite the Pentagon's efforts to keep its funding discussions 
secret until they are formally announced. 

The budget proposal is expected to eliminate thousands of 
military and civilian jobs over the next five years at a time 
when President Barack Obama is running for re-election 
against a field of Republicans who accuse him of being weak 
on national security. 

In his State of the Union address on Tuesday, Obama 
underscored his commitment to maintaining the "finest 
military in the world," even as the Pentagon cut nearly half a 
trillion dollars from its budget. 

The proposed budget will terminate or scale back 
spending on dozens of weapons programs, including the Air 
Force's high-altitude Global Hawk unmanned surveillance 
plane built by Northrop Grumman Corp and the Pentagon's 
biggest weapons program, the F-35 Joint Strike Fighter, built 
by Lockheed Martin Corp. 

But it will not tackle some $600 billion in additional 
spending cuts due to take effect in January 2013 after 
lawmakers failed to agree on $1.2 trillion in deficit-cutting 
measures. 

Officials say they will revisit the issue and address those 
cuts later if Congress does not take action this year. 

Panetta is expected to seek a Pentagon base budget of 
about $523 billion, some $5 billion more than approved in 
December for the 2012 fiscal year but $30 billion less than 
initially planned. He will ask for about $82.5 billion for the 
war in Afghanistan, about $33 billion less than 2012 largely 
due to a drawdown in troops. 

The budget plan will begin to put into place a new 
strategy released this month that calls for the Pentagon to shift 
its focus to the Asia Pacific region and Middle East even as it 
shrinks the size of the military to create a more agile force. 
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That is likely to mean more funding for the Air Force and 
Navy and less for the Army and Marines, a trend that already 
was projected in last year's five-year budget, analysts say. 

"If they actually accelerate that shift ... this really is a shift 
in strategy," said Todd Harrison, an analyst at the Center for 
Strategic and Budgetary Assessments think tank. 

Under the Pentagon's new spending plans: 

 Lockheed's F-35 jet fighter program, the Pentagon's 
largest at $382 billion, will face its third restructuring 
in three years, with officials slashing 179 jets from 
the five-year budget and pushing their purchase to 
later years at a savings of more than $20 billion. 

 The Navy will maintain a fleet of 11 aircraft carriers, 
but has not clarified if it will award a contract to 
Huntington Ingalls Industries for the next carrier on 
schedule. 

 The number of combat brigades stationed in Europe 
would be cut in half, from four to two, Panetta said 
recently. 

 The overall size of the Army, which was already 
scheduled to fall to 520,000 by 2016, could be further 
reduced to 490,000, a drop of another 30,000 
soldiers, analysts say. 

 The Navy will retire seven aging cruisers and several 
amphibious warships, saving money on increasingly 
expensive maintenance and upgrades. 

 It will also propose multiyear procurements of more 
DDG-51 destroyers and Virginia-class submarines, 
both built by General Dynamics Corp and Huntington 
Ingalls, moves that could save about $4 billion by 
allowing bulk purchases of materials. 

 The Navy will also propose a multiyear procurement 
for more V-22 Ospreys, a tiltrotor aircraft built by 
Boeing Co and Textron Inc's Bell Helicopter unit that 
flies like a plane but takes off and like a helicopter. 

 The Air Force will lose several programs, including 
upgrades to its C-130 cargo planes being done by 
Boeing Co, a troubled weather satellite being built by 
Northrop, and a new helicopter to replace the Bell 

UH-1N, which provides security to U.S. nuclear 
ballistic missile fields. 

 The Air Force will continue design work on a new 
bomber and get two additional orders for a Lockheed 
communications satellite, and one more Lockheed 
missile warning satellite. 

 The Army would rebalance its mix of active duty 
troops and the National Guard and Reserve, which 
cost less to fund but can be called up more rapidly 
than reconstituting a force from scratch. 

 The Army's new software-based radio being 
developed for use in ground vehicles is expected to 
be canceled, although the handheld version of the 
Joint Tactical Radio System (JTRS) will survive. 

No Major Programs Cancelled 
Despite the expected cutbacks in personnel and programs, 

analysts said the Pentagon had been able to achieve the 
spending reductions without sacrificing its most cherished 
programs. 

"Achieving the $487 billion in cuts was sufficiently 
doable that it didn't require really hard decisions ... Unless you 
force them into it, those hard decisions just don't get made. 
Everybody buys everything they want," said retired General 
James Cartwright, former vice chairman of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff. 

That could change if the Pentagon is forced to implement 
a new round of across-the-board budget cuts, which could lob 
another $50 billion annually off defense spending accounts. 

If Congress fails to avert those cuts, the Pentagon could 
be forced to further cut its active force, reduce the U.S. 
nuclear arsenal, halt development of a new bomber and trim 
the total purchase of F-35s, said Cartwright, an analyst at the 
Center for Strategic and International Studies. 

The Pentagon says it is not preparing for further budget 
cuts and has not received instructions from the White House 
Office of Management and Budget to do so. But the threat of 
further reductions is real and lack of attention to it is a 
mistake, analysts warn. 

"The failure to plan for deeper budget cuts is really a 
glaring oversight in the new defense strategy," Harrison said. 

Return to Index 
 

4. New PACFLT Commander Forges Way Ahead 
(NAVY LIVE BLOG 24 JAN 12) 

The following post comes from Adm. Cecil D. Haney 
who recently relieved Adm. Patrick Walsh as the leader of 
U.S. Pacific Fleet – the Navy’s largest fleet, in the largest area 
of responsibility in the world. 

It is a poignant message to the fleet concerning the rich 
history and importance of the Pacific Fleet area of operation, 
and especially the Sailors, civilians and families that make up 
the organization. The Navy has long been a champion of 
freedom, security and prosperity abroad, and has played an 
integral role in bettering the lives of others. As Adm. Haney 
said during the PACFLT change of command ceremony, “We 
have much work to do with the finest maritime capability on 
the planet.” 

I am grateful and exceptionally humbled to assume 
command of the U.S. Pacific Fleet, today. We have a rich 
history in Asia Pacific and under Admiral Walsh’s leadership, 

Pacific Fleet has advanced our enduring relationships 
throughout the region and furthered the principles of freedom, 
security, and prosperity. The momentum we have gained, the 
trust and confidence we have earned, and the relationships we 
have nurtured with our partners and allies, have directly 
enhanced our cooperative maritime strategy. I thank Admiral 
Walsh for his 34 years of honorable and dedicated service to 
our Navy and our nation and I wish both he, and the entire 
Walsh family, the best as they begin the next chapter of their 
lives. 

Our national leaders have stressed the importance of Asia 
Pacific and together with our allies and partners, we will 
continue our commitment to maritime security and freedom of 
the seas in this vital region. We tangibly demonstrate this 
commitment through credible, purposeful forward presence. 
Our presence must prioritize the current war-fighting readiness 



 9

necessary to operate as an effective force across the full range 
of our maritime strategy. The readiness, resilience and 
sustainability of our fleet rely on the continuing innovation, 
determination, and focus of Sailors, Navy civilians, and our 
families. The unwavering support we provide them will be 
essential to meet the demands placed on them. Rest assured, in 
their capable hands, properly trained and equipped, the pacific 
fleet will be fully capable of decisive operations, ready for 
every mission. 

Thank you for your dedication and for the sacrifices you 
and your families make daily. I look forward to meeting the 
challenges ahead together. Keep charging! 

Broadcast Clip - Adm. Cecil Haney Message to Pacific 
Fleet 

(YOUTUBE 23 JAN 12) U.S. Pacific Fleet 
Adm. Cecil Haney, who took command of the U.S. 

Navy's Pacific Fleet Jan. 20, 2012, shares a message with the 
men and women of the Fleet. 

View Clip (RT: 1:57) 
Return to Index 
 

5. Remembering The War Everybody Manages To Forget 
1812 Bicentennials Face Uphill Battle; 'A Hard and Confusing Tale to Tell' 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 25 JAN 12) ... Chip Cummins 

TORONTO—When Sandra Shaul considered applying 
for a job as this city's War of 1812 bicentennial coordinator 
several years back, she wasn't sure what there was to 
celebrate. 

"I had to think back to grade eight," she remembers 
thinking. "The Americans invaded, they burned our 
parliament. Yea?" She took the job anyway, and is now part of 
an army of organizers trying to fire up interest in the 200th 
anniversary of a war that few people on either side of the 
border know much about. 

The war "is a hard and confusing story to tell," says Bill 
Pencek, executive director of Maryland's War of 1812 
bicentennial commission. Maryland is organizing what is 
shaping up to be the biggest commemoration in the U.S., 
including a parade of U.S. Navy and tall ships this June. But it 
is building events around the U.S. national anthem, "The Star-
Spangled Banner" and its inspiration: the flag that flew over 
Baltimore's Fort McHenry during a British bombardment 
during the conflict. 

Other organizers are latching onto more recognizable 
local personalities or events—including the Shawnee warrior 
Tecumseh, who died fighting for the British in Canada—to 
drum up enthusiasm for commemorations of the war. 

America declared war on former colonial master Britain 
on June 18, 1812, and the two sides battled it out in several 
theaters, including incursions and counter-incursions along the 
U.S. border with Canada, then British territory and not yet its 
own country. At one point, American soldiers burned Britain's 
provincial parliament building in York, now Toronto. 

Later in the war, British troops landed near Washington 
and did their own burning of the White House. A peace treaty 
in late 1814 restored the border between the U.S. and the 
British land to the north, but some historians still disagree over 
who came out on top. 

All this has muddled the marketing message for 
organizers and fund-raisers trying to whip up enthusiasm for 
the bicentennial. Jan Bonhomme, executive director of the St. 
Lawrence War of 1812 Bicentennial Alliance in Brockville, 
Ontario, says she hasn't been to a planning meeting in Canada 
or the U.S. "without people asking each other, 'who won the 
war?'" 

In a poll conducted in 2009 for the provincial tourism 
ministry of Ontario, 74% of American travelers who were 
aware of the conflict couldn't recall a single specific event in 
the war. Sixty-six percent of Canadians couldn't either. 

There are other headwinds in the U.S. The bicentennial 
comes amid the 150th anniversary of some key events of the 
Civil War, a fight that resonates with many Americans 
strongly. "The War of 1812, not so much," says Pulitzer Prize-
winning historian Alan Taylor. 

And tight budgets are limiting bicentennial planning in 
many battleground states, including New York and Michigan. 
For the 200th anniversary of America's independence in 1976, 
"we had a PR guy, we had a regional coordinator," says Jim 
McConnell, a retired history teacher and secretary of 
Michigan's 1812 bicentennial commission. "What do we have 
for 2012? A commission with no staff and no budget." 

Mr. McConnell's group tried to raise $100,000 to fund a 
documentary on Michigan's role in the war. It ended up with 
just over $40,000 and scaled down the project to a 30-minute 
program from 60 minutes. 

In Canada, the federal government has committed $28 
million to fund local projects across the country related to the 
conflict. The country's ruling Conservative party is promoting 
the war as a crucible of Canadian nationhood, uniting English 
and French Canadians and Native groups. But Canadian 
opposition politicians have accused the government of wasting 
money at a time when it is cutting back in other areas. 

The left-leaning New Democratic Party has accused 
Prime Minister Stephen Harper of using the bicentennial to 
promote flag-waving nationalism centered on Canada's British 
roots. "What they have in mind is to forge a strong militaristic, 
British-like identity," says Pierre Nantel, an NDP member of 
parliament. "It's a very unnatural approach for everyday 
Canadians." 

The government defends the spending as targeting 
projects that could stimulate the economy, including by 
drawing tourists. "The amount invested we think is a 
responsible amount," says James Maunder, spokesman for 
Canada's federal heritage minister. 

Ms. Shaul, Toronto's bicentennial coordinator, admits she 
had to read up on the war when she took the job. But she 
connected to the conflict when she realized the role Fort York, 
which Americans briefly occupied, played in the war and her 
city's early days. 

"It's the birthplace for Toronto," she says of the fort, now 
tucked in the shadows of condo towers and an elevated 
expressway. "That's why I got excited about it." 

Charlene Houle, a tourism-development officer for the 
Canadian municipality of Chatham-Kent, about an hour's drive 
from Detroit, won money from the provincial government of 
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Ontario to develop a smartphone app that will guide drivers to 
battlefields, including the one where Tecumseh fell, and other 
sites related to the war. 

Her office is promoting a "Tecumseh 1812" motorcycle-
touring route through the region. A group of local musicians 
are recording 12 original songs—from rock to folk—about the 
war for a CD. And several local wineries are offering 1812-
themed vintages this summer and beyond. 

The war isn't a historical footnote to everyone. It's been 
well remembered over the years near sites of key battles, from 
Maryland to Louisiana. On Jan. 8, 1815, American forces 
under Gen. Andrew Jackson stopped a British invasion during 
the Battle of New Orleans, a big victory for the Americans. 
The action took place about two weeks after a peace treaty 
ending the war was struck in Europe, but before word of the 
treaty reached the city. 

But even in New Orleans, the war is being overshadowed 
this year by the 200th anniversary of Louisiana statehood, says 
Julie Vezinot, director for the office of the state's lieutenant 
governor. Navy and tall ships will set sail from New Orleans 
in the spring, commemorating the war, and a bicentennial 
commission in the state has plans for events in late 2014 and 
early 2015, coinciding with the battle's anniversary. But the 
commission is just now getting off the ground, in part because 
of a lack of state funding, she says. 

View Interactive Graphic 
Broadcast Clip – Remember The War Of 1812 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 25 JAN 12) Chip Cummins 
The War of 1812 is virtually forgotten. But Canadian and 

American officials are trying to drum up interest in the often-
overlooked conflict, gearing up for its bicentennial this 
summer. WSJ's Chip Cummins reports from Ontario, Canada. 

View Clip (RT: 3:23) 
Return to Index 
 
 

CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
6. Mesa Verde Provides Assistance To Moroccan Mariners 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 24 JAN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Josue L. Escobosa, USS Mesa Verde Public Affairs 

USS MESA VERDE, At Sea -- Sailors and Marines 
aboard USS Mesa Verde (LPD 19) provided assistance to ten 
Morrocan mariners whose vessel had capsized three days 
earlier in the Mediterranean Sea, Jan. 24. 

The mariners' vessel had capsized in rough seas leaving 
them without food or water for three days until members from 
Mesa Verde rescued them via rigid hull inflatable boat. 

"The Mesa Verde Sailors responded professionally, 
quickly and efficiently," said Ensign Matthew Colpitts, the 
boat officer. "They did exactly what we train to do. The crew 
impressed me more than anything; we had to turn crew 
members away that wanted to help, there was just too many 
people asking to lend a hand in whatever way they could." 

After the stranded Moroccans were brought aboard, they 
were immediately taken to the ship's medical ward where they 
were examined and treated for hypothermia and dehydration. 

"As soon as our lookouts saw the capsized vessel we had 
response teams manning up within seconds," Cmdr. John K. 
Reilley, USS Mesa Verde commanding officer. "It only took 
an hour and a half from the time we first saw them, to our 
recovery on board the ship. We couldn't have asked for a 
better response from our blue and green team." 

The Mesa Verde boasts a medical ward, intensive care 
unit and an operating room. The ship also has a shock and 

trauma team, fleet surgical team, and several well-trained 
hospital corpsmen. 

"I'm incredibly proud of all of the Sailors and Marines 
today," said Hospital Corpsman 1st Class (FMF/SW) Shannon 
Kirby. "Our training paid off and when it was time to go, we 
all responded swiftly and professionally." 

According to the mariners, other ships in the area had 
passed by and not offered assistance. 

"The Moroccan sailors thanked us all profusely," said 
Cpl. Aaron Payne, a translator. "They credited us with being 
the only ones willing to help them when most others just 
passed them by." 

The mariners were later transferred to the Spanish coast 
guard. 

The Mesa Verde is deployed as part of the Bataan 
Amphibious Ready Group (ARG) and deployed from her 
homeport of Norfolk, Va., March 23. The Mesa Verde has 
spent the past 10 months supporting maritime security 
operations and theater security cooperation efforts in the U.S. 
5th and 6th Fleet areas of responsibility, and is returning home 
after having been relieved by the Makin Island ARG. 

View USS Mesa Verde Official Website 

Return to Index 
 

7. U.S. Military In Persian Gulf Still Necessary, Welcome Force 
(WASHINGTON TIMES 24 JAN 12) ... Rowan Scarborough 

The U.S. is maintaining a sizable ground, air and sea 
force in the Persian Gulf, underscoring the need to protect oil-
producing states after deposing Iraqi strongman Saddam 
Hussein and exiting a democratic Iraq in December. 

U.S. Central Command, which oversees the region’s 
American military commitment, would not provide details 
about troop strength and placement, or the number of Air 
Force strike aircraft and Navy warships in the Gulf. 

About 50,000 U.S. military personnel are serving in and 
around the Gulf. Most are aboard ship or in Kuwait. News 

reports from the region say 15,000 U.S. troops are stationed in 
Kuwait as a check against a destabilizing situation in Iraq and 
the threat of aggression by Iran. 

The aircraft carrier USS Abraham Lincoln strike group 
sailed into the Gulf on Monday. Carrier contingents typically 
include a guided missile cruiser, two destroyers and an attack 
submarine. 

In all, more than 30 U.S. ships and about 22,000 Sailors 
are in the Gulf area. 
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The U.S. kept a similar force in the Gulf after the 1991 
Persian Gulf War. It operated air patrols to enforce a no-
fly/no-tank zone in southern Iraq, along with Navy patrols to 
keep the Strait of Hormuz open. 

There were some expectations that a smaller force might 
be needed, given that Saddam is gone, Iraq is a fledgling 
democracy and there is no no-fly zone to enforce. 

But with Iran threatening to close the Strait of Hormuz, 
the oil-rich Gulf’s gateway to the rest of the world, and with 
Iraq at a transition point, the Pentagon is keeping “slightly 
more forces” in the region now than during Saddam’s pre-war 
rule, a military source told The Washington Times. 

“We have strategic interests in preserving regional 
stability,” said James Russell, an instructor at the Naval 
Postgraduate School in Monterey, Calif. “The continued 
presence of U.S. troops forward helps with this. We have an 
interest in containing Iran, and a strong defense presence helps 
in that objective.” 

The overriding strategic consideration can be summed up 
in one word: oil. 

“Given the projections about how much more oil the 
world will be consuming the next 20 years, much of this oil 
will be coming out of the ground in the Gulf, whether we like 
it or not,” Mr. Russell said. “It’s just an important part of the 
world for that reason alone, to say nothing of the other 
concerns about terrorism and nuclear proliferation.” 

Over the years, the Pentagon and host nations have 
invested millions of dollars to set up headquarters, airfields, 
and logistics and training bases in the Gulf. 

The infrastructure started spouting up in the 1980s, after 
the Iranian revolution created new security threats for oil-
producing countries such as Saudi Arabia and the United Arab 
Emirates. 

In 1983, the Reagan administration, looking for a way to 
project power 8,000 miles away, established U.S. Central 
Command, which in turn oversaw a steady military buildup. 

Today, the Gulf is akin to a mini-U.S. armed forces, with 
bases at Jebel Ali and Al Dhafra in the United Arab Emirates; 
Arifjan, Kuwait; and Al Udeid, Qatar - all short flying 

distances from Iran, should the U.S. decide to strike the 
Islamic republic’s nuclear sites. 

The Navy’s 5th Fleet has headquarters in Bahrain. The 
home page of its website emphasizes the fleet’s policemen’s 
role. 

“U.S. Naval Forces Central Command conducts persistent 
maritime operations to forward U.S. interests, deter and 
counter disruptive countries, defeat violent extremism and 
strengthen partner nations’ maritime capabilities in order to 
promote a secure maritime environment,” it states. 

The 5th Fleet has nurtured a growing U.S. and 
international bureaucracy in Bahrain. Its Naval Support 
Activity is home to 6,093 military personnel and Defense 
Department civilians, as well as 90 individual “tenant” 
commands. 

The neighboring Arab nations like it that way. 
“The Gulf states don’t want us to leave,” Mr. Russell said. 

“We have been protecting them since we inherited the job 
from the British in the early 1970s, when the British withdrew 
east of Suez. These states greatly fear being politically 
dominated by the Iranians. 

“For our part, we’ve been in an undeclared war with Iran 
since the ‘79 revolution. So we’re also defending forward to 
keep Iran from establishing a coercive political framework 
that would intimidate the smaller oil-producing Gulf states.” 

Norman Polmar, an analyst on naval forces, said the U.S. 
is maintaining a robust presence after leaving Iraq and 
planning to leave Afghanistan in order to send a message. 

“Because we are pulling out of those two countries, we 
want to show other countries that we’re still a major player in 
that region,” said Mr. Polmar, whose updated book “Ships and 
Aircraft of the U.S. Fleet” is due out in March. 

“The other reason is to think, somehow, our forces will 
intimidate Iran,” he said. “I’m skeptical because I don’t think, 
unless [President] Obama thinks he is going to lose the 
election, that the current administration would do anything 
from a military viewpoint against Iran.” 

He added: “In a couple of years, I predict it will be almost 
all naval forces. I think we will keep some token force ground, 
token force air.” 
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8. VAW-123 Support Personnel Prepare For Enterprise's Final Deployment 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 25 JAN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Peter Melkus, Enterprise Carrier Strike Group 
Public Affairs 

USS ENTERPRISE, At Sea -- As the aircraft carrier USS 
Enterprise (CVN 65) enters the second week of its composite 
training unit exercise (COMPTUEX) Jan. 23, Sailors assigned 
to the carrier's squadrons continue to work around the clock to 
ensure their aircraft and the personnel who make them fly are 
ready for Big E's upcoming deployment. 

For Sailors assigned to the "Screwtops" of Carrier 
Airborne Early Warning Squadron (VAW) 123, the 
importance of keeping aircraft "mission ready" is amplified by 
the fact that they possess only a fraction of the aircraft their 
fellow squadrons have. 

With only four E-2C Hawkeye aircraft aboard Enterprise, 
"Screwtop" mechanics have worked tirelessly since the 
conclusion of their last deployment in July to ensure their 
upkeep and repair skills remain on point. 

"During the span of two months, our Sailors completed 
three major aircraft modifications that will improve the 
capabilities of the E-2C in relation to the strike group's 
deployment mission," said Kersey. "They have done an 
amazing job maintaining our aircraft while building upon their 
range of skills in the process." 

From mid-July through the commencement of 
COMPTUEX, "Screwtop" Sailors completed more than 
17,000 man hours of maintenance, which included nearly 
6,000 preventive and corrective maintenance actions. The 
efforts of VAW 123 mechanics on the ground also paved the 
way for pilots to complete 459 flight training hours in the air. 

"Unlike last deployment, 80 percent of our Sailors are 
now returning with previous deployment experience," said Lt. 
Robert Franklin Kersey III, VAW-123 assistant maintenance 
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officer. "Our crew is much sharper now. They know what to 
expect and can correct issues in a shorter turnaround time." 

While "Screwtop" mechanics are charged with the 
responsibility of keeping their aircraft in proper working 
order, VAW 123's administrative team is responsible for 
keeping the affairs of the more than 150-Sailor crew in order 
as well. 

"Our job is to take care of the people taking care of the 
aircraft," said Yeoman 2nd Class Jarrell R. Riggins, who has 
worked with the VAW 123 administrative team for the last 
two-and-a-half years. "Whatever the issue, whether personal 
or career-oriented, we focus on those issues so our Sailors can, 
in turn, focus on their jobs." 

Riggins said his team is very excited to be part of 
Enterprise's final deployment, and it's their goal to do the best 

job they can do every day in order to account for and take care 
of every Sailor within the VAW 123 command. 

Enterprise is currently underway conducting training 
exercises and evolutions as part of a composite training unit 
exercise (COMPTUEX) in preparation for the ship's 22nd and 
final deployment following 50 years of naval service. 

Broadcast Clip - Hornet Cat And Trap On Enterprise 
(YOUTUBE 24 JAN 12) U.S. Navy 
Take a ride quick ride with THE BEST pilots in the 

world, hands down. 
View catapult and arrested landing POV footage from 

USS Enterprise. 
View Clip (RT: 0:45) 
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9. USS Frank Cable Arrives In Hawaii 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 24 JAN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist Seaman Apprentice Chris Salisbury, USS Frank Cable Public 
Affairs 

PEARL HARBOR, Hawaii -- Submarine tender USS 
Frank Cable (AS 40) arrived in Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, for a 
port visit, Jan. 23. 

Frank Cable is currently in the Pacific Ocean headed to 
Portland, Ore., for a regular overhaul and dry-docking (ROH). 

"I'm kind of excited,” said Yeoman 2nd Class Christopher 
Brown, a Sailor assigned to the USS Frank Cable. "I've never 
been there, so it's something new to see." 

During their two-week voyage from Guam to Hawaii, 
Sailors worked on qualifications and participated in many fire, 
flooding, man-overboard and abandoned ship drills. 

"This underway has been focused on training and 
qualifications. The Sailors on board have done exceptionally 
well in completing much needed qualifications to support our 
upcoming availability," said Master Chief Machinist's Mate 
Walter Brillhart, USS Frank Cable acting command master 
chief. "We have conducted numerous fire drills to increase the 
proficiency of our crew's casualty response." 

Pearl Harbor is the only port visit during Frank Cable's 
voyage to Portland, Ore. 

"We are stopping to off-load equipment for Pearl Harbor 
Naval Shipyard to take and process, or refurbish," said Cmdr. 
Timothy Sparks, USS Frank Cable executive officer. 

Sparks said the opportunities in Hawaii for Sailors are 
limitless. From surfing and whale watching, to just enjoying 
the local culture and history, Hawaii has something to do for 
everyone. 

"If someone has not been to Hawaii before, a luau is a 
great treat," said Sparks. "I would recommend each crew 
member to choose something to do each day -- go to the North 
Shore, Waikiki and to the East Shore and explore the island. It 
is paradise." 

Frank Cable is temporarily relieved from conducting 
maintenance of submarines and surface vessels deployed in 
the 7th Fleet area of responsibility by sister tender USS Emory 
S. Land (AS 39). 

Following the dry-docking and maintenance, sea trials 
will be conducted prior to Frank Cable transitioning back to 
Guam. 
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GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
10. West Displays Gulf Military Power To Defiant Iran 
Britain May Up Navy Presence Near Strait Of Hormuz Amid Tensions 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 24 JAN 12) ... Ali Akbar Dareini 

TEHRAN, Iran — Military power near the strategic Strait 
of Hormuz could be bolstered by additional British forces, the 
country's defense secretary said Tuesday, as a defiant Iran 
shrugged off Europe's oil embargo and moved ahead with 
plans to hold naval exercises alongside the oil tanker shipping 
lanes it has threatened to block. 

Tehran's bravado was in sharp contrast to the widening 
international pressures seeking to curb its nuclear program. 

Australia became the latest country to shun Iranian oil, 
and the European Union's foreign policy chief traveled to 
Israel for talks certain to convey the West's belief that 
increasing economic isolation, rather than a push toward 

military action, is the most effective tool against Iran's 
leadership. 

Iran also has accused Israel of masterminding a series of 
covert attacks such as a malicious computer virus designed to 
infiltrate uranium enrichment labs and targeted slayings of 
members of Iran's scientific community. Israel has made no 
direct comments on the claims, but dangled hints that 
clandestine operations are possible by Iran's many foes. 

The EU on Monday joined Washington in backing 
sanctions targeting Iran's vital oil industry, which accounts for 
about 80 percent of its foreign currency revenues. The vote in 
Brussels came a day after a Western flotilla — two British and 
French warships and the American aircraft carrier USS 
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Abraham Lincoln's battle group — entered the Gulf in a show 
of force against any Iranian attempts to disrupt the route for 
one-fifth of the world's oil. 

Iran's commanders, meanwhile, are preparing their own 
message. Plans remain in place for the powerful Revolutionary 
Guard to send its maritime forces for maneuvers next month in 
the Strait, which is jointly controlled by Iran and Oman and 
has become the latest flashpoint for a potential military 
confrontation. 

"Elements within the European Union, by pursuing the 
policies of the U.S. and adopting a hostile approach, are 
seeking to create tensions with the Islamic Republic of Iran," 
the official Islamic Republic News Agency quoted Ali Asghar 
Khaji, a senior foreign ministry official, as saying. He called 
the EU decision "irrational." 

But other Iranian officials claimed the sanctions would 
not work — and could even benefit OPEC giant Iran by 
driving up crude prices. 

"The oil embargo will lead to higher prices. Europe will 
be the loser and Iran will earn more because of high prices," 
Iran's oil ministry spokesman, Alireza Nikzad Rahbar, told 
state TV. 

Iran also summoned the Danish ambassador in Tehran 
over the EU's oil embargo. Denmark currently holds the EU 
presidency. 

In London, Britain's Defense Secretary Philip Hammond 
said his country was ready to strengthen its military presence 
in the Gulf if needed. 

The U.S.-led convoy of warships now in the Gulf — 
which included Britain's HMS Argyll frigate and France's 
frigate La Motte Picquet — sent "a clear signal about the 
resolve of the international community to defend the right of 
free passage through international waters," Hammond told 
reporters. 

"We also maintain mine-counter measures vessels in the 
Gulf, which are an important part of the overall allied presence 
there, and of course the U.K. has a contingent capability to 
reinforce that presence should at any time it be considered 
necessary to do so," he added, accusing Iran of working "flat 
out" to produce a nuclear weapon. 

Iran insists its atomic program is only aimed at producing 
energy and research, but has repeatedly refused to consider 
giving up its ability to enrich uranium. The U.S. and allies fear 
it could use its stockpile to one day produce weapons-grade 
material. 

Hammond declined to offer specific details on what 
forces are currently in the Gulf, but said it had about 1,500 
Navy personnel in the region east of Suez, which includes the 
Middle East and Indian Ocean, and a Royal Air Force base in 
Cyprus in the eastern Mediterranean. 

Four anti-mine vessels are based out of Bahrain, which is 
also the base for the U.S. Navy's 5th Fleet. Britain also has 
two frigates — including HMS Argyll — three support ships, 
a survey vessel and one hunter-killer nuclear submarine in the 
region, the ministry said. 

Last year, the U.K. created a Response Force Task Group 
— drawn from a pool of warships and marines — that can be 
deployed at short notice. 

In Paris, French military spokesman Col. Thierry 
Burkhard said the French warship, which specializes in 

countering submarine attacks, has since separated from the 
British and American vessels, but remains on a "presence 
mission" in the Gulf. 

France doesn't have plans to deploy more forces to the 
zone, said Burkhard, noting that France has a small base in the 
United Arab Emirates, which currently houses six Rafale 
warplanes and about 650 troops, including an infantry 
battalion. 

The United States and allies already have warned they 
would take swift action against any Iranian moves to choke off 
the 30-mile (50-kilometer) wide Strait of Hormuz. The foreign 
minister from the wealthy Gulf state of Qatar — which has 
close ties with the West and Iran — called the waterway an 
international corridor that "belongs to the world." 

"We hope the tensions over Hormuz disappear," Hamad 
bin Jassim told the Qatari newspaper Al-Arab. 

But the primary objective of Western leaders appears to 
be waging an economic battle to weaken Iran's resolve. 

In Israel, the EU's foreign policy chief Catherine Ashton 
began a three-day visit with a public agenda dominated by the 
stalled peace effort with Palestinians. The Western efforts to 
squeeze Iran, however, could overshadow the talks. 

Washington and its European allies appear to strongly 
favor the path of tighter sanctions and diplomatic pressures on 
Iran. Evidence of its impact — a plummeting Iranian currency 
and Iran's Asian oil customers considering looking elsewhere 
— are used to counter calls by Israeli hard-liners and others 
for possible military strikes on Iran's nuclear facilities. 

Ashton urged Iran to resume negotiations with world 
powers that broke off last year. Israel's Defense Minister Ehud 
Barak lauded the tighter European sanctions but appealed for 
even harsher measures. 

"We think these are decisions in the right direction," he 
told reporters. "But it is very important to tighten them even 
more and add steps against the central bank and additional 
steps in order to force the Iranians to quickly reach a decision 
point of are they going to stop the military nuclear program or 
face the consequences of not stopping it." 

In London, Australia's foreign minister, Kevin Rudd, said 
his country would join the EU's oil embargo though it was 
mostly a symbolic act since Australia imports very little 
Iranian oil. The 27-nation EU had been importing about 
450,000 barrels of oil per day from Iran, making up 18 percent 
of Iran's oil exports. 

Iran's Oil Ministry said the country can find new markets, 
though U.S. officials have been pressing Tehran's main Asian 
oil markets to turn away from Iran. 

China — which counts on Iran as its third-biggest oil 
supplier — has rejected sanctions and called for negotiations 
over Iran's nuclear program. South Korea, which relies on Iran 
for up to 10 percent of its oil supplies, also has been 
noncommittal on sanctions. 

Japan, which imports about 9 percent of its oil from Iran, 
has not made a decision on whether to reduce its imports. 
Foreign Minister Koichiro Gemba told parliament Tuesday 
that Japan hoped to cooperate with the international 
community, but stressed the need to keep oil prices stable 
while making sanctions effective. 

Return to Index 
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11. China Developing Unmanned Aircraft To Counter U.S. Forces 
(ASAHI SHIMBUN 25 JAN 12) ... Kenji Minemura 

BEIJING -- It was a prestigious contest involving some of 
the top technological minds in China, with prizes totaling 2.65 
million yuan (about 32 million yen or $400,000) up for grabs. 

But the occupations of some of the judges revealed 
perhaps the main purpose of the contest: helping the Chinese 
military develop weaponry to protect its expanding maritime 
interests. 

High-ranking officers of China’s air force were among the 
judges for the contest for unmanned aircraft in autumn 
organized by the Chinese Society of Aeronautics and 
Astronautics and other organizations. 

It was the first such contest and was held at the Chinese 
Aviation Museum at the foot of a mountain in the suburbs of 
Beijing. A total of 107 organizations, such as universities and 
military research institutions, competed. 

The aircraft, painted in such colors as red, yellow or 
military camouflage, took off from a runway that was about a 
quarter of the size of the deck of China’s first aircraft carrier, 
the Varyag. 

Beijing, which is seeking reunification with Taiwan, is 
forging an “access denial” strategy to prevent the United 
States from approaching waters around China and intervening 
in potential conflicts between China and Taiwan and other 
areas. 

Two key parts of that strategy are unmanned aircraft and 
anti-warship ballistic missiles called “aircraft carrier killers.” 

“Unmanned aircraft are one of the arms that we put top 
importance on,” Wang Qingzong, a vice director of the 
general planning division of the Chinese military’s General 
Armaments Department, told The Asahi Shimbun. “At 
present, our unmanned aircraft have not reached the levels of 
their U.S. counterparts. So, we will make more efforts for their 
development.” 

Around the same time of the contest, the International 
Aviation Exhibition was held in Beijing, where a video on a 
computer attracted visitors, including government officials and 
military officers from foreign countries. 

The video showed a gray unmanned aircraft locating and 
collecting data on an aircraft carrier of an enemy country. 
Anti-warship missiles were then fired from the coast, splitting 
the aircraft carrier and sinking it to the bottom of the sea. 

The simulation apparently envisioned a battle with a U.S. 
aircraft carrier. 

The video was created by China Aerospace Science and 
Industry Corp., an affiliate of the Chinese military forces. The 
unmanned aircraft in the video was the most advanced one 
produced by the organization. 

“Unmanned aircraft will become the main force of jets 
placed on aircraft carriers,” a Chinese military officer said. 

The most advanced unmanned aircraft can elude radar 
detection, fly at altitudes of about 10,000 meters and reach 
speeds of 600 kph. They can also be armed with missiles. 

When the Japanese Maritime Self-Defense Force was 
keeping watch on the Chinese Navy’s live-fire exercises in 
June last year, it found small black planes flying around the 
frigates. They were new, unmanned reconnaissance planes, 
and they appeared to be keeping watch on the moves of the 
MSDF. 

The key sea area for China’s “access denial” strategy is 
the western Pacific Ocean south of Japan. 

Chinese military officials regard the line connecting 
Okinawa, Taiwan and the Philippines as the “first line of 
islands.” They also stipulate that an outer line linking Japan’s 
Ogasawara islands, Guam and Indonesia is the “second line of 
islands.” 

If an enemy’s vessel crosses the second line, Chinese 
military forces are under instructions to destroy it before it 
reaches the first line. 

Since 2010, the Chinese military has alternately 
dispatched warships of the North Sea Fleet, based in Qingdao, 
and the East Sea Fleet, headquartered in Ningbo, for exercises 
in the key sea area. 

The area overlaps the activity zone of mobile troops of the 
U.S. Navy’s aircraft carriers. Japan, an ally of the United 
States, also conducts naval activities there. 

On Dec. 1, 2011, four Chinese Navy vessels, including 
destroyers, were sailing northwest about 100 kilometers east 
of Miyakojima island of Okinawa Prefecture after completing 
their exercises in the western Pacific Ocean. 

Japan’s Aegis-equipped destroyers monitored the Chinese 
vessels’ movements while maintaining a distance of several 
kilometers from them. 

According to officials of Japan’s Defense Ministry, the 
U.S. government knew through its satellites around Nov. 20 
that warships had departed from Qingdao in Shandong 
province. It immediately conveyed the information to the 
Japanese government. 

The MSDF’s P3C surveillance planes and Aegis-equipped 
destroyers looked for the Chinese vessels in the East China 
Sea, and found six Chinese warships, including destroyers and 
frigates, from the North Sea Fleet. 

They took photos of the Chinese warships in waters about 
900 km southwest of Okinotorishima island, which is under 
the jurisdiction of the Tokyo metropolitan government. 

The Chinese vessels were engaged in refueling exercises. 
Helicopters also practiced take-offs and landings on the 
vessels. 

Beijing strongly opposes Japanese observations of 
China’s warship activities, particularly maneuvers involving 
Chinese submarines. 

Japanese P3C surveillance planes scatter sonars to detect 
sound from Chinese submarines. Using this method, one P3C 
can cover an area as wide as Shikoku, one of the four major 
islands of Japan. 

The Chinese Navy, which has about 70 submarines, has 
obtained sonars of almost the same capabilities through 
“friendly countries,” and has been studying methods to 
prevent its submarines from being detected by Japan. 

Using ocean research ships, China is looking into the 
geological formations of sea bottoms and other characteristics 
to find navigation routes where submarines cannot be easily 
detected. 

A Chinese military officer expressed concerns about the 
MSDF’s surveillance planes. 

“Their capabilities to detect submarines are extremely 
high. They are a threat to our forces,” he said. 
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12. ROK, U.S. Mapping Out New Plan For DPRK At Pentagon 
(YONHAP NEWS AGNECY (SOUTH KOREA) 25 JAN 12) ... Lee Chi-dong 

WASHINGTON/SEOUL -- The chief South Korean and 
U.S. military officers met Tuesday at the Pentagon to sign a 
preliminary agreement for a new operational plan against 
potential North Korean provocations, sources and officials 
said. 

Army Gen. Jung Seung-jo, chairman of South Korea's 
Joint Chiefs of Staff (JCS), arrived in Washington earlier in 
the day after visiting a military command near Chicago, 
according to the sources in the U.S. capital. 

The U.S. Defense Department gave no immediate 
confirmation of the top-level consultations with South Korea 
but the JCS in Seoul confirmed Jung's meeting with his 
American counterpart, Gen. Martin Dempsey, in a press 
release on Wednesday, Korean time. 

A high-ranking JCS official said the generals signed a 
Strategic Planning Directive (SPD) as a preliminary step 
before the allies' joint counter-provocation plan is completed. 

The two countries have been working on the joint plan to 
counter any provocative acts by North Korea after its deadly 
artillery attack on a South Korean border island in 2010. Jung 
and Gen. James D. Thurman, commander of the U.S. forces 
stationed in South Korea, are expected to sign the plan early 
next month. 

Under the allies' joint plan, the South will lead any 
counterattack against North Korean provocation with the U.S. 
providing reinforcements with troops stationed in South Korea 
and Japan, and forces from U.S. Pacific Command, military 
sources in Seoul have said. 

According to the JCS official, Dempsey reaffirmed the 
U.S. commitment to the defense of South Korea, despite the 
U.S. plan to reduce its military expenditure. 

Jung and Dempsey also discussed the security situation on 
the Korean Peninsula following the death of the communist 

nation's leader, Kim Jong Il [Kim Cho'ng-il], the JCS in Seoul 
said. 

Also on the agenda were preparations for the transition of 
wartime operational control from Washington to Seoul in 
2015 and a schedule for the annual joint military drills, Key 
Resolve and Foal Eagle, according to the JCS. 

According to sources, the Key Resolve exercise this year 
will start on Feb. 27 and go on for two weeks, involving South 
Korean forces and U.S. forces based in South Korea and in 
Japan. The South Korea-U.S. Combined Forces Command is 
expected to notify North Korea of the training schedule this 
week. 

Pyongyang has criticized Key Resolve and other 
combined exercises as being preparations for assault, while 
Seoul and Washington have countered they are defensive in 
nature. In 2011, about 12,800 U.S. troops and more than 
200,000 South Korean soldiers took part in Key Resolve, 
immediately followed by Foal Eagle. 

South Korea's military had earlier said Jung would travel 
to the U.S. this month but had not given exact dates, 
apparently to avoid antagonizing North Korea amid worries 
over regional security. 

"South Korean military officials seem to be keeping Gen. 
Jung's visit low-key," a source in Washington said. 

The JCS in Seoul said Jung arrived in the U.S. last 
Sunday and will stay there until Friday. He has met with 
chiefs of staff for the U.S. Army, Navy, Air Force and 
Marines, seeking their cooperation on bilateral military issues. 
Jung also exchanged views on regional security with Glyn 
Davies, the U.S. special envoy for North Korea policy, the 
JCS said. 
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13. Fishermen Return To Freedom With Tales Of Lankan Hospitality 
(TIMES OF INDIA 25 JAN 12) 

RAMESWARAM - There was a pleasant twist to the tale 
of the nine fishermen who returned to Rameswaram from 
Talaimannar in Sri Lanka on Tuesday morning. In sharp 
contrast to the harrowing experience of fishers who have been 
in the custody of Sri Lankan naval personnel in the past, this 
lot was treated well by their captors. 

The fishermen, who arrived in an Indian Coast Guard 
vessel at Mandapam, told the media that they were treated 
with dignity and given good food and proper accommodation 
during their stay at Sri Lankan naval base in Talaimannar. The 
naval personnel took them into custody on Saturday afternoon 
after two of their boats developed broke down in Lankan 
waters. Chinnian, Malaichamy, Tamilselvan and Selvam from 
one boat and Rajamanickam, Packia Joseph, Mariappan, 
Vijayakumar and the owner of the second boat, Ramu, were 
taken to the naval base where they were held for two days. On 
Monday night, the Sri Lankan navy released them at the 
International Maritime Boundary Line and the Indian Coast 
Guard took custody from there on. 

Mariappan and Packia Joseph told the media that they 
were stranded in Lankan waters near Katchatheevu when the 
navy personnel found them. They casually asked the 
fishermen what the problem was. Upon learning that the 
vessels had broken down, they towed the boats to the naval 
base at Talaimannar. "We were treated in a dignified manner 
and they provided us good food and decent accommodation 
throughout our stay there," they said.Later, Ramu told TOI on 
phone that the naval personnel spoke to them in Tamil. "We 
feared the worst. But they treated us well. At Talaimannar, 
they repaired my boat," he said. "Besides food, they gave the 
fishermen comfortable beds to sleep and bed sheets. They 
didn't torture us in the name of inquiry but just asked how we 
ended up in that area. When we explained the problem, they 
helped us in very humane way," he said. 

Such treatment is new to fishermen, according to 
Jesudoss, a fisherman at Rameswaram jetty. He had a tough 
time when he fell into the hands of the Lankan Navy during 
the peak of the civil war in the island nation some years ago. 
"They tortured me to know if I belonged to LTTE. Being tall 
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and black, they mistook me for an LTTE cadre," he said. 
"After the inquiry, they took me to the boat but pushed me 
into the sea with my hands tied behind. Fortunately, the rope 
loosened when I fell in the water. By grace of God I survived," 
said Jesudoss. 

However, many in the fishing community mentioned that 
there is a palpable change in the attitude of Lankan naval 
personnel towards Indian fishermen. Those who were stranded 

in Lankan waters during Cyclone Thane were treated well, 
according to them. "We feel that their attitude changed after 
we disassociated ourselves from the attack on Thirukumaran 
Natesan, a relative of Sri Lankan President Mahinda 
Rajapakse, by Tamil nationalist groups when he visited the 
temple here," said Selvakumar, a boat owner from 
Rameswaram. 
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14. First Lady Commissions Warship, Tasks Navy On Security 
(LAGOS VANGUARD (NIGERIA) 23 JAN 12) ... Evelyn Usman 

LAGOS — First Lady, Dame Patience Jonathan, Monday, 
charged the Nigerian Navy to work with other security 
agencies, with a view to protecting lives of Nigerians and non-
Nigerians, irrespective of where they may reside in the 
country. 

This came as the Chief of Defence Staff, Air Chief 
Marshal Oluseyin Petirin, said 90 per cent of lives lost so far 
in the Boko Haram’s bombings in the northern part of the 
country, were Muslims, adding that the fight was not a 
religious one. 

The First lady, who made the call while commissioning 
the newly procured warship by the Nigerian Navy, NNS 
Thunder, at the Naval Base, Apapa, Lagos, emphasised the 
need for Nigerians to also join security agencies in security 
related issues, adding that the development would remain 
impossible in an atmosphere where lives and property were 
exposed to risk 

She said the procurement of NNS Thunder and the recent 
approval for the acquisition of two new off-shore patrol 

vessels and other smaller platforms for the Navy were clear 
demonstration of the current administration commitment to 
support the nation’s security agencies perform their work well. 

Applauding the United States government’s support to 
Nigeria, the first lady said: “The United States government has 
continued to show commitment to various partnership 
programmes, capacity building and infrastructural 
development in Nigeria.” 

An evidence of this is the transfer of the NNS Thunder, 
which no doubt is a welcome development and practical step 
in the effort to improve maritime security around our coastal 
front.” 

She appealed to the leadership and personnel of the 
Service to ensure the judicious use of national assets in their 
custody, reminding them that the nation expects to see a 
steady rise in the reduction of maritime insecurity. 

Air Chief Marshal Petirin, on his part, advised Nigerians 
not to panic in the face of the recent attacks by Boko Haram 
sect, assuring that the development was under control. 
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15. France To Lay Down First Mistral For Russia In February 
(RIA NOVOSTI 24 JAN 12) 

MOSCOW - The first Mistral class amphibious assault 
ship for Russia will be laid down at the start of February in a 
French shipyard, a military industry official told RIA Novosti 
on Tuesday. 

"The first of two Mistrals will be laid down in the first 
few days of February in St. Nazaire," said deputy director of 
the Federal Service for Military-Industrial Cooperation, 
Alexander Fomin. 

"Russia has been invited to the event," he added. 

The two countries signed a $1.2-billion contract on two 
French-built Mistral class amphibious assault ships including 
the transfer of sensitive technology in June of 2012. 

The first ship will be delivered in 2014 and the second in 
2015. 

A Mistral-class ship is capable of carrying 16 helicopters, 
four landing vessels, 70 armored vehicles, and 450 personnel. 

A number of Russia's neighbors have expressed concern 
over the deal, in particular Georgia and Lithuania. 

The Russian military has said it plans to use Mistral ships 
in its Northern and Pacific fleets. 
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16. Biggest Cuts In Years Are Coming For Germany 
(AVIATION WEEK 24 JAN 12) ... Nicholas Fiorenza 

BERLIN - Germany’s defense budget will rise in 2012 by 
€200 million ($264 million) to €31.7 billion, but the trend over 
the next five years is down, to a planned €30.4 billion in 2015. 

The armed forces will be reduced to 185,000 troops, with 
the aim of sustaining international deployments totaling 
10,000 troops. Some 170,000 troops will be professionals or 
long-term volunteers, while 15,000 will serve for up to 23 
months. Conscription ended last July, and bases are being 
reduced to 264 from 328. 

The army will move to three divisional equivalents from 
five and to eight brigades from 11. Luftwaffe divisions will be 

replaced by a command for deployment units and one for 
support units. The navy will organize by capability, with two 
deployment flotillas, an aviation command, and training and 
support elements. The Streitkraftebasis support command will 
replace four regional defense commands and consist of 
logistics, command support and territorial commands. 

There will be no cuts in procurement of 272 Boxer 
armored transport vehicles, 765 Fuchs armored personnel 
carriers or 212 Fennek armored reconnaissance vehicles. 
Orders for the Puma armored infantry fighting vehicle (AIFV) 
will be cut to 350 from 410, existing Leopard 2 main battle 
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tanks will be reduced to 225 from 350 and the Marder AIFV 
will be phased out. Procurement of NH Industries NH90 
transport helicopters will be reduced to 80 from 122 and Tiger 
combat helicopters to 40 from 80. 

Germany’s order for the Airbus Military A400M transport 
aircraft will drop to 40 from 60, and Eurofighter Typhoons to 
140 from 177. The Tornado fleet will be reduced to 85 aircraft 
from 185, and C-160 Transall transports to 60 from 80. All 
five Eurohawk high-altitude, long-endurance unmanned aerial 

vehicles (UAV) will be procured, but Saateg medium-altitude, 
long-endurance UAVs will be reduced to 16 from 22. Patriot 
air-defense systems will drop to 14 from 29. 

The navy will not see cuts in its eight Lockheed Martin P-
3C Orion aircraft, six U212 submarines, five corvettes, or in 
its frigates: four F123s, three F124s and four F125s. Eight 
F122 frigates will be retired, and MKS 180 multirole warships 
will be reduced to six from eight. Thirty naval helicopters will 
still replace 21 Sea Kings and 22 Sea Lynxes. 

Return to Index 
 
 

PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
17. San Diego Navy Spouse Joins First Lady At Obama Speech 
(SAN DIEGO UNION TRIBUNE 24 JAN 12) ... Christopher Cadelago 

Adrienne Howard has been a lot of places and done a lot 
of things, but few would measure up to attending the 
president’s State of the Union Address Tuesday with first lady 
Michelle Obama. 

“Listening to the speech and being in the same room with 
all of our government leaders was absolutely incredible,” 
Howard, a Navy spouse from San Diego, said in a telephone 
interview. “It was particularly special getting to see 
Congresswoman Gabby Giffords and getting to meet President 
Obama.” 

Howard, who has moved 14 times over her husband’s 
nearly 20-year career, was invited to sit in the box with 
Michelle Obama and vice presidential spouse Jill Biden. 

Howard was recognized for her work creating the “adopt 
a Sailor” program and along with about two dozen others was 
honored before the speech by the first lady at a ceremony at 
the White House. 

“She spoke with each of us individually and thanked me 
for my service, which was kind of cool,” Howard said. “And I 
thanked her for her Joining Forces initiative because it has 
really done a lot for military families.” 

She came to the attention of Michelle Obama after 
Howard posted her story on the White House’s Joining Forces 
blog. 

She is the wife of Cmdr. Colby Howard, the commanding 
officer of the guided missile destroyer Dewey. Adrienne 
Howard has recruited nearly 80 sponsors such as neighbors, 
friends and family to support her husband’s Sailors with cards, 
letters and care packages. 

On the blog, Howard noted that the Navy does a 
commendable job reaching out to families such as her own so 
that they, in turn, could support their Sailors. But she couldn’t 
help but think: What about the men and women who aren’t 
married? 

“Who is going to make sure they have something at mail 
call? Who is going to send them a Christmas card? A birthday 
card?” she wrote on the blog. “…surely we could figure out a 
way to get little bits of home to these Sailors.” 

Howard has remained low-key — in part because she 
didn’t want anyone to feel strange that the wife of a 
commander was providing them with amenities. 

In their own ways, Howard and her husband have been 
busy of late. Last week, the Dewey was came to the aid of a 
Iranian fishing dhow in the central Arabian Sea, according to 
the Navy. Her trip to the Capitol also has been an adventure. 

“I don’t think me being chosen was about me,” Howard 
said. “I think it was the fact that I represent the kind of 
volunteerism that she is seeking — for civilians to join our 
military.” 
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18. Transition Benefits: NPC Officials To Visit Fleet To Discuss Post-ERB Matters 
NPC Officials To Discuss Post-ERB Matters And Transition Benefits At California Bases 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 24 JAN 12) ... Navy Personnel Command Public Affairs 

MILLINGTON, Tenn. -- Representatives from Navy 
Personnel Command's fleet engagement team will meet with 
Sailors, families and leadership in California to discuss 
personnel policies and force management measures impacting 
the fleet, officials said Jan. 24. 

"We'll be discussing post-Enlisted Retention Board (ERB) 
matters, with an emphasis on transition benefits," said Capt. 
Steven Holmes, director, community management branch, 
Bureau of Naval Personnel. Holmes and his team recently 
completed a post ERB fleet engagement visit to Japan and 
Hawaii, where they discussed Involuntary Separation Pay, 
transition benefits and Reserve affiliation options for 
transitioning Sailors. 

The fleet engagement team is composed of 
representatives from the enlisted distribution division, enlisted 

community management division, career development 
program and the Navy's ERB transition assistance coordinator. 
They will conduct all-hands briefs at the following southern-
California locations: 

 Naval Base Coronado, Jan. 30 

 Naval Base San Diego, Jan. 31 

 Naval Base Ventura County, Feb. 1 

 Naval Air Station Lemoore, Feb. 2 

The all-hands briefs are geared for Sailors not retained by 
the ERB. Spouses are encouraged to attend the all-hands 
sessions. 

The fleet engagement team will also conduct a leadership 
roundtable for commanding officers and their command teams 
at each site for commands that have ERB-affected Sailors. 
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"It is imperative that every leader in the chain of 
command take an active role in the transition process to ensure 
each Sailor is optimally prepared," said Holmes. 

Sailors should contact their command career counselor for 
local briefing times and locations. 

The Navy will conduct additional fleet engagement visits 
to the Pacific Northwest, Norfolk, and Mayport/Jacksonville 
in the coming months. Dates will be released as they become 
available. 

For more information about transition benefits visit the 
Transition Assistance Web Page available under the Hot Links 
section of the Navy Personnel Command at 
www.npc.navy.mil or contact the NPC customer service 
center at CSCmailbox@navy.mil or 1-866-U-ASK-NPC. 

More information on ERB transition assistance can be 
found on the NPC Web page at 
http://www.public.navy.mil/bupers-
npc/boards/ERB/Pages/TransitionInfo.aspx. 
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19. Navy Reminds Sailors of Member-Designated Benefits 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 24 JAN 12) ... Chief of Naval Personnel Public Affairs 

WASHINGTON – The Navy is reminding Sailors of 
several benefits and programs where members may designate 
beneficiaries of their choosing, as outlined in NAVADMIN 
028/12, released Jan. 24. 

Recipients for these benefits may include anyone 
designated by the service member, including a dependent, 
friend, significant other, fiancée or fiancé, co-worker, or a 
family member who is not a military dependent. 

Sailors may designate any individual as beneficiary to a 
total of 15 benefits and programs, including: 

 Servicemembers’ Group Life Insurance (SGLI); 

 Post Vietnam-era Veterans Educational Assistance 
Program (VEAP); 

 Basic Educational Assistance Death Benefit; 

 Death Gratuity Benefit; 

 Final Settlement of Accounts; 

 Wounded Warrior Act Designated Caregiver; 

 Thrift Savings Plan (TSP); 

 Survivor Benefit Plan (SBP); 

 Casualty Notification; 

 Escorts for Dependents of Deceased or Missing 
Members; 

 Designation of Persons Having Interest in Status of a 
Missing Member; 

 Veterans’ Group Life Insurance (VGLI); 

 Person Eligible to Receive Effects (PERE) of 
Deceased Persons 

 Travel and Transportation Allowance for attendance 
at Yellow Ribbon Reintegration Program events; and 

 Person Authorized To Direct Disposition (PADD) of 
the Remains of a Decedent. 

NAVADMIN 028/12 explains how Sailors can update or 
verify beneficiaries for each of these benefits. The 
NAVADMIN also outlines conditions and limitations for 
appointing beneficiaries. 

“I can think of few things more important for our Sailors 
than ensuring their loved ones are provided for in case of an 
emergency,” said Chief of Naval Personnel Vice Adm. Scott 
Van Buskirk. “Ensuring this information is accurate and up-to-
date is the responsibility of every Sailor.” 

A comprehensive listing of all benefits can be found in 
the Navy Pay and Benefits Guide, located online on the Navy 
Personnel Command webpage at 
http://www.public.navy.mil/bupers-
npc/career/payandbenefits/pages/default2.aspx. 

For more information on member-designated benefits, 
contact your local personnel office or visit NPC's website at 
www.npc.navy.mil. 
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20. Reflecting On Naval History During The 2012 African American/Black History Month 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 24 JAN 12) ... Ensign Amber Lynn Daniel, Diversity and Inclusion Public Affairs 

WASHINGTON -- As announced by NAVADMIN 
026/12 released Jan. 24, the Navy joins our nation in 
celebrating African American/Black History Month 
throughout the month of February. 

With a national theme of "Black Women in American 
History and Culture," commands are encouraged to learn more 
about the contributions of African Americans to the Navy, 
including the Navy's female Sailors. 

African Americans have a long and notable history of 
service, first with state and continental navies and continuing 
with the establishment of the Department of the Navy in 1798. 
During the Civil War, black Sailors fought against slavery on 
every type of Union warship, and eight were Medal of Honor 
recipients. 

During the Battle of Mobile Bay on August 5, 1864, 
landsman John Lawson was seriously wounded. A member of 

the ship's berth deck ammunition party, Lawson remained at 
his post despite his injuries and continued to supply USS 
Hartford's guns. For his heroism in that action, Lawson was 
the awarded the Medal of Honor. 

In the 1880's, Ordinary Seaman Robert Sweeney was 
awarded the Medal of Honor twice within three years. 
Sweeney's first Medal of Honor was awarded for saving a 
shipmate from drowning while serving on board USS 
Kearsarge at Hampton Roads, Virginia on October 26, 1881. 
In addition while USS Jamestown was at the New York Navy 
Yard on December 20, 1883, Sweeney rescued another 
shipmate, A.A. George, who had fallen overboard and was 
drowning. Sweeney received a second Medal of Honor for his 
rescue of George. 

On December 7, 1941, America was attacked by Japanese 
forces at Pearl Harbor. During the attack, Mess Attendant 2nd 
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Class Doris "Dorie" Miller remained steadfast at his post, 
machine-gunning inbound Japanese planes. Miller received 
the Navy Cross for his actions during the attack, and became 
one of America's first national heroes of World War II. 

In 1942, Samuel L. Gravely, Jr. began his career as a 
seaman apprentice in the U.S. Navy. Gravely rose through the 
ranks and achieved many firsts for African Americans during 
his career, including becoming the first African American to 
command a combatant ship. Gravely was also the first African 
American to be promoted to flag rank and the first to 
command a Naval fleet. On May 16, 2009, an Arleigh Burke 
class guided-missile destroyer was christened the USS 
Gravely in his honor. 

Following in Gravely's footsteps was J. Paul Reason. 
Raised in Washington, D.C., Reason initially chose to enter 
the U.S. Naval Academy because it seemed the most 
economical way to get an excellent education. Reason went on 
to make the Navy his career, and in 1996 he broke one of the 
most significant color barriers left within the Navy, becoming 
the first African American four-star admiral. 

"I totally attribute my success to those who have gone 
before me - all minorities," Reason said during a 2009 
interview with American Forces Press Service. "People who 
have broken down barriers by showing others they're capable 
of doing the expected task, that they can perform and it has 
nothing to do with color of skin or ethnicity - nothing to do 
with anything other than a person's capabilities." 

The contributions of African Americans in Navy history 
aren't just reserved for men, however. In December 1944, Lt. 
j.g. Harriet Ida Pickens and Ensign Frances Wills made history 
when they became the first African American officers in the 
Women Accepted for Volunteer Emergency Service 
(WAVES) program. African American females first enlisted 

in the Navy during World War I, and continue to serve with 
distinction and honor today. 

When she was 12 years old, Michelle Howard told her 
older brother she wanted to join the Navy. A quarter century 
later, Commander Howard became the skipper of the USS 
Rushmore and the first African American woman to command 
a U.S. warship. Howard went on to lead an amphibious 
squadron, serve as senior military assistant to the Secretary of 
the Navy, and ultimately achieve flag rank. In 2010, she was 
selected to two-star rank and began serving as Chief of Staff to 
the Director of Strategic Plans and Policy on the Joint Staff. 

African American/Black History Month serves as an 
important time for all Sailors to reflect on the history of our 
Navy, as well as its future. More information, including the 
many milestones achieved by African American Sailors and 
the history of the African American Navy experience can be 
found at the Naval History and Heritage Command 
http://www.history.navy.mil/special%20highlights/africaname
rican/african-hist.htm. 

More information on Navy diversity events, including 
African American and Black history, can be found on the 
Navy Diversity and Inclusion calendar. To view a list of all of 
the upcoming diversity events, visit 
www.npc.navy.mil/commandsupport/diversity. 

Complete educational presentations on African 
American/Black History month can also be found on the 
Defense Equal Opportunity Management Institute (DEOMI) 
website. Links include special observance presentations and a 
downloadable commemorative poster. For a complete list of 
available materials, visit 
http://www.deomi.org/SpecialObservance/presentations.cfm?
CatID=2. 

For more news from Chief of Naval Personnel - Diversity 
and Inclusion, visit www.navy.mil/local/cnp-diversity/. 
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21. NAVFAC Southeast Announces Engineers Of The Year 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 24 JAN 12) ... NAVFAC Southeast Public Affairs Office 

Jacksonville, Fla. -- Naval Facilities Engineering 
Command (NAVFAC) Southeast announced Jan. 24 its 2012 
Military and Civilian Engineers of the Year as Lt. Cmdr. Craig 
Clutts and Marcos Castaneda both from Public Works 
Department Corpus Christi, Texas. 

"Every year we recognize a military and civilian engineer 
who stands out in his or her profession," said Capt. John J. 
Heinzel, commanding officer, NAVFAC Southeast. "The 
award recognizes their exceptional talent and achievements." 

Clutts and Castaneda were selected on their education 
background, professional registration, continuing education 
achievements, professional and technical society activities, 
professional associations, awards or honors, civic and 
humanitarian activities, and engineering achievements. 

Clutts is the public works officer at Public Works 
Department (PWD) Naval Air Station (NAS) Corpus Christi, 
Texas. He is a mechanical engineer by education, a 
professional engineer and certified energy manager, a member 
of the Society of American Military Engineers (SAME) and 
the Texas Society of Professional Engineers, and is the Vice 
President of the Coastal Bend Chapter of SAME. He has also 
published a paper on profitability versus construction 
equipment maintenance. 

"He is a superb leader who combines engineering 
excellence with financial expertise and organizational skill," 
said Heinzel. 

At Corpus Christi, Clutts directs a $139 million 
construction program that is readying the base for the arrival 
of the Navy's newest training aircraft, the T-6 "Texan II." He 
also continues to oversee a major expansion in energy 
conservation, including facility integrated photovoltaics and, 
in partnership with the City of Corpus Christi, a treated waste 
water effluent reuse program that will reduce groundwater 
irrigation needs by 200,000 gallons per day. 

In his spare time, Clutts is an assistant coach for youth 
soccer, coaches T-ball for 4-6 year olds, serves as a chaplain at 
the Gideon camp, and volunteers at the Glenoak Therapeutic 
Riding Stables. 

Castaneda is a construction manager at PWD Corpus 
Christi and is a registered professional civil engineer in Texas. 
He graduated from Texas A&M in Kingsville, Texas and is 
currently serving as the President of the Coastal Bend SAME 
chapter, as a member of the American Society of Civil 
Engineers and as a member of the Society of Professional 
Hispanic Engineers. 
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"Castaneda is a true standout among government 
engineers and is entrusted with managing the highest-profile, 
multidisciplinary project that the Navy has constructed in 
south Texas," noted Heinzel. "His accomplishments 
demonstrate a complete dedication to quality construction and 
an unwavering desire to meet mission requirements." 

In his spare time Castaneda mentors Hispanic engineering 
students, encouraging them to complete their degrees and 

overcome the historically low graduation rate in engineering 
programs. He has spoken at the National Organization of 
Mexican American Rights conference, discussing Hispanics in 
the federal government. 

Both engineers have proven to be truly among the "Best 
of the Best" in the Navy and the federal government. 
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FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
22. New Plan: NGJ To Go Unmanned 
(AVIATION WEEK 24 JAN 12) ... David Fulghum 

NAS PATUXENT RIVER, Md. - The F-35 Joint Strike 
Fighter, long touted as the follow-on to the EA-18G Growler 
electronic attack aircraft, is no longer heir-apparent as the king 
of nonkinetic warfare. 

The often-delayed Lockheed Martin JSF program is being 
more narrowly focused on its conventional attack role. 
Jamming is no longer a priority for the stealthy fighter. The 
airframes expected to carry the Next Generation Jammer 
(NGJ) are conventional-signature unmanned aerial systems 
and will be followed by stealthy unmanned designs. 

NGJ is one of the U.S. Navy’s prized new programs. To 
maintain its fiscal and technological attractiveness, acquisition 
officials are revealing some interesting revisions of the 
service’s airborne electronic attack (AEA) concept to ensure 
that NGJ will be flexible enough to be used by large numbers 
of different platforms. 

A new logo for the office swaps the electronic 
surveillance “Old Crow” for a patch that features the EA-6B 
Prowler, EA-18G Growler and an unmanned aircraft that 
looks suspiciously like the Navy’s Unmanned Carrier-
Launched Airborne Surveillance and Strike (Uclass) aircraft. 

“That should speak volumes to you,” says Navy Capt. 
John Green, chief of the AEA and EA-6B Prowler program 
office. “We believe that the Prowler is the [electronic warfare] 
past; the Growler is EW now, and the future of EW will be 
unmanned vehicles.” 

The aerospace industry is reaching similar conclusions. 
Senior officials see systems-of-systems evolving with decoys 
and nonkinetic weapons being released by larger platforms. 
They also anticipate a change in EW to encompass more 
active electronic attack. 

“Electronic warfare is going to be very targeted and 
focused rather than very broad,” says Mark Kula, Raytheon 
vice president for tactical airborne systems. “It will allow 
some platforms to perform nonkinetic missions to get in the 
front door and then a kinetic mission to escape.” 

The reason for the shift is the availability of new 
technologies for both the attacker and the attacked. The notion 
that the U.S. will always have air superiority and dominance is 
no longer a given. 

“I think those days are probably waning as the world gets 
more advanced integrated air defense [IAD] systems,” Kula 
says. For example, several countries, some in the Middle East, 
have very good IAD systems. “If you combine these advanced 
systems with double-digit [surface-to-air missiles], an 
adversary could reach out a couple of hundred miles to 
threaten our larger command-and-control platforms.” 

Navy acquisition officials say the last 15 months have 
taught them a lot about the new budget challenges. Where they 
had been looking at both Growler and JSF as a twin path, they 
have now chosen a single focus in the first increment of the 
program. Moreover, NGJ integration on the EA-18G is now 
fully funded. 

“The F-35 has other tasks to do, and the Defense 
Department has invested a lot in making a low-observable 
aircraft,” Green says. “There are other platforms we could put 
NGJ on that would be lower risk and a better use of resources. 
That’s not to say putting NGJ on F-35 will never happen. But 
the Defense Department is going to be looking at other 
solutions.” 

The initial plan of making the F-35 (probably the Marine 
Corps B-model) an early user of the NGJ is being de-
emphasized in favor of a more intense focus on the EA-18G 
Prowler as the initial platform for a fully funded AEA 
program. In turn, the JSF program will concentrate on more 
immediate production and development problems. 

The Growler, although the newest aircraft in the fleet, will 
have a limited service life of 15-17 years left by the time it 
starts carrying NGJ pods. Service planners say they must have 
an AEA system that can be “transportable” from platform to 
platform in order to support an advanced electronic attack 
capability. 

“There is the potential to combine radar, electronic 
warfare and other capabilities for use in smaller aircraft,” says 
Green. “It could very well be a UAV because the Growler has 
a limited lifespan.” 

Aerospace officials also anticipate the need for small, 
stealthy platforms with powerful electronic payloads. 

“As platforms become smaller in the attempt to get 
stealthier, I see EW systems evolving into the other systems 
on the aircraft, because you can’t afford the weight and 
processing for each of the separate technologies,” Kula says. 

Meanwhile the NGJ program will be growing as it works 
through a series of developmental blocks involving the 
fielding of separate pods sequentially that operate in mid-, 
low- and high-frequency bands. 

Advanced, long-range, air defense radars with active, 
electronically scanned arrays (AESAs) with double or triple 
the range to detect aircraft and missiles “are the kinds of 
technologies that really scream out and require us to take this 
NGJ step,” Green says. “It is the proliferation of solid-state 
equipment, advanced control mechanisms, sophisticated 
waveforms, enhanced electronic agility and electronic, 
counter-counter measures on the radars themselves that really 
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push us to make these kinds of investments before the 
electronic attack technologies of today become obsolete.” 

Most of these problems have physics at their root. Flying 
into heavily defended areas requires smaller, stealthier 
platforms. That, in turn, drives the need for electronics and 
power in a small, light, powerful package. While researchers 
have made significant advances in improving effective 
radiated power output, it is not yet enough. One benefit of 
adapting AESA radar technology to AEA, for example, is that 
it permits the design of small packages to focus power into 
tailored waveforms. 

“What’s driving the current NGJ program is the level of 
maturity needed to meet the initial operational dates the Navy 
wants,” says Nick Uros, Raytheon vice president for NGJ. “I 
think you can extrapolate from that they want to stick with 
tried and proven AESAs that are open and scalable.” This 
would indicate that the introduction of conformal or embedded 
arrays is still well into the future. 

Higher up the power scale, using AESA-generated 
electronic beams as directed energy will likely be the dividing 
line between manned and unmanned AEA platforms. 

“I don’t see us using the NGJ system in a directed-energy 
form, if for no other reason than the long standoff distances 
we have to operate from,” Green says. “For that mission area, 

you are more likely to see us put that mission onto an 
unmanned platform. The risk you run with putting a man well 
inside the kill range for an advanced surface-to-air missile is 
not acceptable.” 

The Navy is actively exploring NGJ technology transfer 
to its UAV programs. That is at the heart of a decision by the 
chief of naval operations to move NGJ and other EW systems 
under a combined intelligence and command-and-control 
directorate to speed the fusion of EW and unmanned craft. 

The Navy and Marine Corps are looking at putting NGJ 
on both stealthy and nonstealthy platforms. The capability is 
definitely going on regular-signature UAVs (such as Shadow), 
and researchers are studying a mission set for stealth designs 
(such as Uclass). 

In an era of dwindling resources, the Pentagon is looking 
hard at the nonkinetic effects produced by electronic attack. 

“It can be an economical way to either put off full-scale 
warfare or enhance it,” Green says. “I’m sure that creating 
kinetic effects by nonkinetic means is being looked at—
anything to deny, degrade and deceive in the electromagnetic 
spectrum. You are going to see technologies shared between 
EW and [directed energy] are similar, but you are going to see 
them led by different teams because the concepts of operations 
are very different.” 
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23. U.S. Air Force To Halt Northrop Unmanned Plane 
(REUTERS 24 JAN 12) ... Andrea Shalal-Esa 

WASHINGTON -- The U.S. Air Force has decided to 
scrap its Northrop Grumman Corp high-altitude unmanned 
surveillance plane program and keep its Cold War-vintage U-2 
spy planes flying into the 2020s, according to a government 
official and a defense analyst. 

Loren Thompson, chief operating officer of the Virginia-
based Lexington Institute, said the Air Force decision was 
based on the cost of the RQ-4 Global Hawk unmanned planes, 
and said the service would investigate using a marine version 
with different sensors that Northrop is developing for the 
Navy. 

The Navy is proceeding with its plans to buy 68 of that 
version of the plane, known as Broad Area Maritime 
Surveillance (BAMS), a source familiar with Navy plans told 
Reuters. 

Officials have said they are pleased with progress on the 
Navy's unmanned plane, and a demonstration model has been 
used in recent weeks to monitor the Straits of Hormuz, after 
Iran threatened to block the world's most important oil export 
route. 

Northrop's Global Hawk, which has been used for spy 
missions over Iraq, Afghanistan and most recently Libya, is 
one of dozens of arms programs facing cancellation or 
cutbacks in the Pentagon's fiscal 2013 budget and five-year 
plan. 

Defense Secretary Leon Panetta is due to release 
highlights of the Pentagon's budget plan on Thursday, 
including the decision to truncate the Global Hawk program, 
which will begin to implement $487 billion in cuts required 
over the next decade. 

A U.S. official, who was not authorized to speak on the 
record, said the Air Force's Block 30 model of the unmanned 

plane was being terminated in the budget request that will be 
sent to Congress in February. 

If Congress approves the Air Force plan, the program 
would effectively be truncated at 21 planes, 10 fewer than 
currently planned, according to one source familiar with the 
program. 

It was not immediately clear how much the move would 
save the Air Force. The planes sell for about $30 million each, 
but that does not include sensors and ground stations. 

Northrop has already delivered 14 of the Global Hawk 
Block 30 drones, and is under contract for four additional 
planes. Three additional planes are already funded. 

Congress could still reverse the decision, which raised 
eyebrows in Washington, especially given recent Pentagon 
statements underscoring the importance of unmanned planes. 

Thompson said the Air Force's decision flew in the face of 
the Pentagon's newly announced strategy to focus more on the 
Asia Pacific region since the Global Hawk planes offered far 
longer range and endurance than the shorter-range U-2 planes. 

He said the Air Force's cost calculation also appeared not 
to take into consideration the higher cost of maintaining the 
aging U-2s, or that cutting Global Hawk would increase the 
unit cost of the Navy version, due to lost economies of scale. 

"They're counting the savings on paper, but the actual 
savings won't exist," Thompson said. 

The Air Force declined to comment. 
Northrop said it had not been notified about any change in 

its Global Hawk contract. 
U.S. Air Force Chief of Staff General Norton Schwartz 

told Reuters earlier this month that the service's budget 
proposal for fiscal year 2013 would seek to terminate some 
programs. 
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He said there were still some questions about the "cost 
and effectiveness of the Global Hawk," but declined comment 
about the program's fate. 

The Air Force would likely "end up doing what gives us 
the best capability for the least cost," he said. "This is really a 
question of the cost of operations and relative reconnaissance 
and surveillance capability, and we'll make the prudent call." 

Remotely piloted Global Hawk surveillance planes fly at 
60,000 feet and stay aloft for over 24 hours. Raytheon Co's 
optical, infrared and radar sensors let the planes scan large 
swaths of terrain and transmit images in near real-time. 

Global Hawk was due to replace the manned U-2 spy 
plane in 2015, but those planes, built by Lockheed Martin 

Corp, would now be kept in service until 2023, the U.S. 
official said. 

Defense officials remain in talks with South Korea, 
Australia, Japan and Singapore about possible sales, although 
such exports would require a waiver of the Missile 
Technology Control Regime, a voluntary arms control pact 
created in 1987. 

In addition to its use as a military asset, Global Hawk was 
also used over Japan after the March earthquake and tsunami, 
flying from Andersen Air Force Base in Guam, and to track 
forest fires in California. 
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24. Navy Faces Crushing Demand For Information Warfare Systems 
(NEXTGOV 24 JAN 12) ... Bob Brewin 

SAN DIEGO -- The Navy has a compelling need for 
shipboard assurance systems to maintain a secure 
environment, the service's top command-and-control 
acquisition official told an overflow audience here at the 
annual Armed Forces Communications and Electronics 
Association-West conference. AFCEA is an industry group. 

Last year, the Navy installed host-based security systems 
on 348 ships to monitor, detect and deter network 
cyberattacks. Rear Adm. Jerry Burroughs, program executive 
officer for command, control, computers, communications and 
intelligence at the Space and Naval Warfare Systems 
Command headquartered here, said SPAWAR remains 
"crushed" by demands from the fleet to maintain a secure 
environment for Navy computers, which he considers his top 
priority. 

Burroughs said the cyberattackers the Navy has to deal 
with use inexpensive tools readily available on the Internet, 
and the service must adopt similar practices. "We need simple 

commercial off-the-shelf solutions -- the cheaper the better," 
Burroughs said, as well as the ability to rapidly field those 
tools. 

His organization is responsible for shipboard applications, 
so simplicity and rapid fielding are priorities. SPAWAR plans 
to set up an online applications store that will allow users to 
easily download software from a central location, according to 
Burroughs. He cited the Ozone Widget Framework, developed 
by the National Security Agency to host and download 
applications, as a good example to follow. 

The renewed focus on operations in the Asia-Pacific 
region highlighted in the new Defense Department strategy 
that President Obama announced earlier this month will 
require more bandwidth for ships operating in the area, 
Burroughs said. At the moment, he said the Wideband Global 
Satellite System can handle the demand, but he would like to 
see more 
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25. Navy Snowbird Wintering Locally 
(OCALA (FL) STAR-BANNER 24 JAN 12) ... Susan Smiley-Height 

A Navy snowbird is spending another warm winter in 
Marion County. 

The giant aircraft flying overhead lately is the U.S. Navy's 
only airship. The MZ-3A craft presents a vibration-free 
platform for testing, said Doug Abbotts, a Public Affairs 
Officer with the Naval Air Warfare Center Aircraft Division in 
Patuxent River, Maryland, in a telephone interview on 
Monday. 

“It's warm,” said Abbotts, explaining why the blimp is in 
the area. “It's normal to go to warmer climates to conduct 
tests.” 

He said the airship crew chooses airports that have 
enough room to handle the airship being able to tether near the 
testing area. 

The craft is deploying from the Marion County/Dunnellon 
Airport. Facility manager John Helms said last week the crew 
was doing “some kind of testing of equipment.” 

According to a fact sheet Abbotts provided, the airship is 
government owned and contractor operated. It is a flying 
laboratory used to test sensors and multi-intelligence suites for 
the Department of Defense and other governmental agencies. 

“The airship provides a slow moving, vibration free and 
low operating cost platform required for some intelligence, 
surveillance and reconnaissance sensors. The Naval Air 
Warfare Center Aircraft Division Airship Systems 
Engineering team is responsible for managing the airship's 
operations and associated projects,” noted the fact sheet. 

The maximum number on board the airship would be a 
pilot and nine passengers, but with the type of testing being 
done now, Abbotts said, “they'd pull out seats to test 
equipment.” 

The MZ-3A was built by the American Blimp 
Corporation. It is 178-feet-long with a displacement of 
170,000-cubic-feet. It can travel up to 45 mph at a ceiling of 
9,500 feet. 

“It can go 350 miles on one fill-up (of helium),” Abbotts 
said. “It's a very economical platform for us to do testing.” 

The airship is assigned to the U.S. Naval Research 
Laboratory Military Support Division Scientific Development 
Squadron One. The civilian contractor is Integrated Systems 
Solution. The company last year had the airship based at the 
Dunnellon airport so pilots could hone their skills. 
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Abbotts said how long it will remain in the area this year will depend on the weather. 
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26. Huntington Ingalls Payments Docked By Navy On Carrier's Overrun 
(BLOOMBERG GOVERNMENT 25 JAN 12) ... Tony Capaccio 

Huntington Ingalls Industries Inc. is being docked 
millions of dollars in profit because of a cost overrun 
estimated at about $884 million, or 17 percent, on the newest 
U.S. aircraft carrier, Navy officials said. 

The Navy has begun periodically withholding some of the 
shipbuilder’s $579 million in profit as the service adds money 
to cover increasing costs on its design and construction 
contract for the USS Gerald R. Ford. The amounts being 
subtracted weren’t disclosed. 

Huntington Ingalls, created by Northrop Grumman 
Corp.’s spinoff of its shipbuilding unit last year, may see its 
profit continue to erode because work on the contract is about 
42 percent complete. Most cost increases occur when a ship is 
more than half-finished, the Congressional Budget Office said 
in a June report. The Navy has estimated a worst-case overrun 
of $1 billion for the new carrier. 

“The contracting officer has exercised the authority to 
reduce” fees paid to Huntington Ingalls based on the program 
manager’s estimated cost to complete the job, Cate Mueller, a 
Navy spokeswoman, said in an e-mailed statement. 

Huntington Ingalls is continuing “to see improvements in 
our performance” on the carrier, Beci Brenton, a 
spokeswoman for the Newport News, Virginia-based 
company, said in an e-mail. 

“Although this is a first-in-class ship with the unique 
challenges that come with that, we anticipate we will further 
increase efficiencies and continue to retire risk associated in 
the four years that remain until delivery,” Brenton said. 

Huntington Ingalls rose 16 cents to $34.16 in New York 
trading yesterday and has fallen 8.9 percent since it began 
trading on March 22. 

The Navy is reducing the shipbuilder’s fee as the service 
seeks to assure Congress and Pentagon officials that costs for 
its vessels are under control. The Pentagon is evaluating 
strategy, retirement health benefits, weapons programs and 
military service budgets to find almost $490 billion in 
reductions through 2021. 

Defense Secretary Leon Panetta is scheduled to provide 
some details of the Pentagon’s fiscal 2013 budget plan 
tomorrow. 

The Ford is being built at Newport News under a “cost- 
plus, incentive-fee” contract in which the Navy pays for most 
overruns. Still, the company’s fee depends on performance 
compared with the contract’s target cost, according to the 
service. 

The Huntington Ingalls contract had an original target 
price of $5.16 billion, which has increased to a current 
estimate of $6.05 billion because of the “most likely” overrun, 
according to Navy data obtained by Bloomberg News. 

The overrun of $884 million is an increase from a $650 
million estimate in April. At that time, Huntington’s share of 
the overrun was estimated by the Navy at $88 million. 

The completed carrier, the first of three in the $40.2 
billion program, is projected to cost at least $11.5 billion once 
it is outfitted with government-furnished equipment such as a 
nuclear reactor to power it and a newly designed 
electromagnetic catapult system. 

Sean Stackley, the Navy’s assistant secretary for research 
and acquisition, told reporters Jan. 12 that the service has 
added funds to cover the excess over Huntington Ingalls’ 
contract target price. He didn’t disclose that fees to the 
company were being withheld. 

The “variance is a fact of life,” Stackley said. “We can’t 
undo it, so my concern is what do we have to do to mitigate 
further cost growth.” 

The Navy and Huntington Ingalls need to resolve cost 
concerns for the next carrier in the Ford class, the John K. 
Kennedy, before construction begins next year “so we don’t 
head down the wrong path,” Stackley said. 

Stackley said he was optimistic that “we are past the 
hump” in terms of major cost risks for the next generation of 
carriers. 
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27. Pentagon Weapons Tester Faults Ship Self-Defense 
(DEFENSE DAILY 25 JAN 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

The Navy has not been able to successfully demonstrate 
the reliability of its suite of integrated systems to defend 
against anti-ship cruise missiles and other threats, according to 
a report by the Pentagon's top weapons tester. 

The report released earlier this month by the Office of the 
Director, Operational Test & Evaluation (DOT&E), said the 
integrated sensor and weapons systems represent an 
improvement over their non-integrated counterparts, but still 
had a ways to go to show capability. 

"The ability to effectively complete the self-defense 
mission against the types of threats for which the overall 
systems was designed has not been successfully 
demonstrated," said the Jan. 9 report. "In addition, reliability 
problems further degrade the ships' ability to complete this 
mission.” 

The section of the report focused on four key Raytheon-
built systems: The Ship Self- Defense System (SSDS); 
Cooperative Engagement Capability (CEC); the Rolling 
Airframe Missile (RAM); and Evolved Sea Sparrow Missile 
(EESM). 

"The Navy must complete the currently planned 
operational test program and conduct additional testing to 
demonstrate the correction of significant deficiencies with 
SSDS Mark 2, RAM, ESSM, CEC and legacy ship self-
defense combat systems," said the DOT&E report that covers 
fiscal 2011, which ended Sept. 30. 

In addressing the findings, Naval Sea Systems Command 
(NAVSEA) said SSDS Mark 2 in more recent testing has 
continuously corrected deficiencies, improved capabilities 
based on evolving threats and provides "a capable, sustainable 
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and maintainable combat system for Navy aircraft carriers and 
large deck amphibious ships on deployment overseas." ESSM, 
RAM and CEC have also shown improvement, NAVSEA 
said. 

"In 2011, significant improvements were made and the 
latest SSDS detect-control-engage capability was recently 
demonstrated during operational tests in November to 
December 2011," the command said. "These events are 
currently being analyzed and several additional operational 
tests are planned for the Fall of 2012.” 

SSDS is the combat system on ships that networks an 
array of weapons and sensors to provide detect, track and 
engage sequences. It utilizes CEC, which fuses data from 
multiple sensors into a single, real time composite tracking 

picture. RAM is a short-range missile designed to counter 
anti-ship cruise missiles, while ESSM is a medium-range 
weapon to fend off air and surface threats. 

Among other ships, the systems are deployed on aircraft 
carriers and Marine Corps amphibious ships, and newer 
versions are set for use on vessels currently in the acquisition 
stages. 

The report cited an earlier DOT&E assessment submitted 
to Congress in March that found the combat systems on the 
LPD-17 San Antonio-class landing transport dock ships and 
CVN-68 Nimitz-class carriers continued to "have difficulty" in 
defeating certain types of anti-ship cruise missiles. That report 
covered testing that took place from January 2008 to March 
2010. 
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BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
28. Local Carrier Could Move To West Coast 
(WAVY NBC NORFOLK24 JAN 12) ... Art Kohn 

NORFOLK, Va. - The Navy's top officer said another 
carrier could be going to the West Coast in the next four years. 

Admiral Jonathan Greenert, the Chief of Naval 
Operations, said the Asia Pacific region is the Navy's number 
one concern. The proposed move is in response to China's 
military build-up. Greenert said a carrier would likely be 
assigned to San Diego by 2016. 

Currently, there are five active carriers based in Norfolk. 
But that number could be down at least one more if the Navy 
is still committed to moving a carrier to Mayport, Florida. 

Retired Admiral Fred Metz said, "For him to say they're 
going to put a third carrier in San Diego based on the strategy 
I think the question is what is that strategy and how does that 
impact us here?" 

Metz was once the Director of Carrier Programs. He 
understands the Navy's concern over the Asian-Pacific 
Theater, but wonders if the Navy is considering this new 
strategy when making a decision about Mayport. 

"You made a decision in 2008. Now your strategy has 
changed. I can't envision a carrier going to Mayport still being 
your strategy. It may be," Metz said. 

A carrier move to San Diego would bring the number of 
carriers based on the West Coast to seven, leaving only four in 
the Atlantic. 

Metz added, "Things bode well for San Diego because if 
you look at that 60-40 split it's not only, you know, you forget, 
it's not only a carrier it's a whole battle group that goes along 
with it. It's the submarines and it's all the support ships and 
everything that goes along with it..." 

While Admiral Metz said Norfolk will take a bigger hit 
from the new strategy and cuts to defense spending than San 
Diego, he believes the region will survive. 

"I was...heard an Admiral make a comment the other day, 
"If you look at the piers right now, the way they are today and 
come back 20-years from now probably, maybe ten years from 
now, they won't look much different," Metz said. 

The Defense Department will release its spending plan 
next week. 

Representative Scott Rigell released a statement on the 
2016 West Coast carrier assignment saying: 

“I understand and appreciate the changing 
security challenges our nation faces – particularly 
those presented in the Asia-Pacific region. I am eager 
to learn specifics about the Pentagon’s plans for our 
carriers when the President releases his budget, which 
is required by law to be delivered the first week of 
February, but has been pushed back. Regardless, the 
uncertainty of this matter has made a stronger case 
against continuing to make material improvements to 
Naval Station Mayport.” 
View Clip (RT: 2:40) 
Broadcast Clip - Navy Officials Consider Relocating 

Two Carriers 
(WVEC ABC NORFOLK 24 JAN 12) Mike Gooding 
Top Navy officials are considering adding an aircraft 

carrier to the west coast fleet which means a carrier could be 
leaving Norfolk. 

If that happens, it would be a bitter economic blow to 
Hampton Roads, especially since there is already talk of 
moving an aircraft carrier from Norfolk to Mayport, Florida. 

6,000 jobs and $425 million in annual revenue is attached 
to each ship. Currently there are five aircraft carriers 
homeported in Norfolk. 

President Obama and Defense Secretary Leon Panetta 
have already said the United States will turn its military might 
towards the Asia-Pacific region in years to come. 

Tuesday, there was new indication on how that might 
happen. The Chief of Naval Operations confirmed the Navy 
will likely place a third carrier in San Diego within four years. 

"Obviously they've decided on a carrier strategy if they 
can talk about a third carrier going to San Diego. That's what 
we need to know. Is it going to come from here?" asked 
retired rear admiral Fred Metz. 

The retired admiral is very concerned about Hampton 
Roads losing two of its carriers and he feels others should be 
as well. 

"The Mayport issue becomes an issue that has to be 
resolved. But if you go to three, with one in Mayport, that is 
another impact. When you take 5,000 or 6,000 people out of 
your economy, look what the Ford motor plant did. It still is 
going to be an impact. We've got to recognize that because 
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we're so dependent on it. We're not going to be immune to it," 
Metz stated. 

This new carrier talk comes as local lawmakers are 
already bracing for the details on the Obama administration's 
announced intentions to cut the military by $489 billion 
dollars over the coming decade. Just a few days ago, Secretary 

of Defense Panetta visited the USS Enterprise and announced 
the U.S. will maintain its fleet of 11 aircraft carriers despite 
budget pressures. 

"I was happy about what the secretary said, but we're 
going to have to stay vigilant," said Senator Mark Warner. 

View Clip (RT: 2:41) 
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29. Lawmakers See Progress In Mold, Maintenance Work 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 24 JAN 12) ... Bill Bartel 

VIRGINIA BEACH - Two Virginia federal legislators 
said Monday that the Navy and its private housing operator 
have made progress in dealing with residents' complaints 
about mold and other maintenance issues but they're not 
satisfied yet. 

After a morning visit to the homes of two families in a 
complex near Joint Expeditionary Base Little Creek, U.S. Sen. 
Mark Warner asked senior Navy officers and the president of 
Lincoln Military Housing, which oversees about 4,300 units in 
Hampton Roads, to provide more-detailed information about 
the status of individual resident complaints. He also asked for 
information about how quickly complaints are resolved. 

During the sidewalk chat, Jarl Bliss, president of Lincoln 
Military, told Warner and U.S. Rep. Bobby Scott, D-3rd 
District, that in the wake of the concerns over housing upkeep, 
his company has named a new vice president of property 
management and two new regional maintenance supervisors. 
The company has speeded up its response time to maintenance 
issues, he said, but indicated complaints about mold take more 
time. 

Two hundred residents who raised specific concerns 
about mold are still awaiting completion of their inspections, 
Bliss said. The process can take two or three weeks, he said. 

Mold has been found by inspectors in several homes, but 
the Navy and management company have said it's a 
maintenance issue, not a public health concern. Some 
residents say mold has caused respiratory or other health 
problems for themselves or family members. 

Warner said he supports a proposal by U.S. Rep. Scott 
Rigell, R-2nd District, who also has spoken out on the 
maintenance problem, that the specific federal standards for 
acceptable concentrations of mold be established. 

In addition to Little Creek, the housing complexes are in 
neighborhoods near Norfolk Naval Station, Oceana Naval Air 
Station and other military bases. 

"There's still so much work to do," Scott said afterwards. 
"But we're hearing a different attitude than a couple of weeks 
ago." 
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30. Navy Sonar And Environmental Stewardship 
(YOUTUBE 24 JAN 12) ... Navy Energy Enviro 

View footage describing the use of Navy Sonar, and 
studies of impacts on marine mammals. 

The video includes interviews with Dr. Darlene Ketten 
from Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution. 

For more information, visit http://greenfleet.dodlive.mil/. 
View Clip (RT: 8:01) 
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31. Movement Of Carrier-Born Aircraft May Delay Due To Futenma Issues, Tells Saito, Deputy Chief 
Cabinet Secretary 

(KANAGAWA SHINBUN 24 JAN 12) 
During an interview with Kanagawa Shinbun, Deputy 

Chief Cabinet Secretary Saito indicated delay in relocating 
carrier-born aircraft that are now stationed at U.S. Naval Air 
Facility Atsugi. According to DPRI or Roadmap for 
Realignment of U.S. Forces in Japan, they are supposed to 
move to Iwakuni by 2014. Saito referred to the halt in 
negotiating the move of MCAS Futenma (to Nago), which is 
tightly linked to the aircraft relocation. “It is now hard to 
predict,” said Saito in response to our query. 

In 1996, U.S. and Japanese governments agreed in DPRI 
that 59 carrier-born aircraft would be moved from Atsugi to 
Iwakuni. Saito commented, “Not only domestic DPRI plans 
are getting behind the schedule, but the entire package, 
including the relocation of Marine Corp to Guam, is falling 
behind. The current domestic and bilateral agreements have 
grown inconsistent with those of what we initially mapped 
out.” Asked about a specific timeframe to relocate the 

carrierborn aircraft, Saito only said, “We the GOJ will make 
every effort.” 

About destination of the Futenma base, former Prime 
Minister Yukio Hatoyama once said, “Outside Okinawa 
Prefecture at its worst.” At a Diet session in 2010, he replied 
to Masayoshi Hamada, Komei Party, who submitted a written 
query package, “The relocation proceeds according to the 
DPRI,” giving him the prospect that it would be completed by 
2014. 

In the meantime, Yamaguchi Prefectural Governor 
expressed his thoughts, “DPRI is an integral package. There 
should not be the case that some parts see progress while 
others delay in the package.” In other words, he does not think 
he should support the relocation of carrier-born aircraft unless 
GOJ finds out a prospective date about when to relocate the 
Futenma base.” Thus, the Futenma issues, as they remain 
unresolved between GOJ and Okinawa Prefectural 
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Government, have started affecting various base issues all 
over Japan. 

Rooting out U.S. Forces bases is the only way to resolve 
fundamental problems, thinks Hideaki Saito, 71, chief 
administrator, the plaintiff group for the 4th class action 
lawsuit against jet noise from the Atsugi Base. As for the 
comments made by Deputy Chief Cabinet Secretary Saito 

referring to the delay in the relocation, Saito remarked, “It is 
only natural for the DPJ administration to mishandle not only 
the USFJ base issues but others. Saito’s belated comments are 
sheer nonsense.” “The relocation is just about bringing along 
the pain from Atsugi to Iwakuni. Unless you root out the 
bases, there will be no solutions to fundamental problems,” 
added he. 
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32. USS Laffey Returns Home January 25 
Watch the live stream of the Laffey's return starting at 9am 
(WCBD NBC CHARLESTON SC 24 JAN 12) 

Patriots Point Development Authority (PPDA) Executive 
Director Mac Burdette announced Tuesday that plans are 
moving forward to bring the USS Laffey home to her berth at 
Patriots Point Naval & Maritime Museum on Wednesday, 
January 25. 

The Laffey will begin her journey at approximately 7am 
Tuesday at Shipyard Creek in North Charleston, where she has 
been berthed since her complete hull overhaul in 2009. She is 
expected to pass under the Arthur Ravenel Jr. Bridge at 
approximately 8am and will make her way to Patriots Point in 
time for high tide at 9:18am. 

In November 2011, the PPDA Board approved a three-
part project to return the USS Laffey to Patriots Point, relocate 
the USS Clamagore to a more accessible berth and 
upgrade/replace aging utilities. 

On Sunday night, Stevens Towing and Salmon Dredging 
removed a 60-foot section of the pier to allow for the 
relocation of the submarine and destroyer. Following 
preparations throughout the day on Monday, the Clamagore 
eased from her berth and was towed to the Patriots Point South 
Pier, where she will undergo continued maintenance and 
restoration. 

“The Laffey is such a great historic ship. We cannot wait 
for her to become an asset to our museum once again,” PPDA 

Executive Director Mac Burdette stated. “Some have asked, 
‘Is it is worth it?’ The only answer I can give is: look at the 
faces of the Laffey crewmembers when they see her come 
under the Ravenel Bridge. These guys are heroes who 
continue to provide an example and inspiration for us all.” 

“We are really, really excited that the ship is coming 
back,” said Sonny Walker, president of the USS Laffey 
Association. “It’s an emotional time for us because the ship is 
really a piece of history that should be preserved. We 
appreciate the hard work of the Patriots Point Development 
Authority Board, Mac Burdette and his staff – pushing and 
pushing to bring her home – and can’t wait to get her fixed up 
and ready for the public.” 

The public is invited to watch the return of the Laffey 
from the parking lot at Patriots Point Naval and Maritime 
Museum. Wednesday parking is free to public in watching the 
return of Laffey. 

Members of the media who wish to observe the Laffey’s 
return from the flight deck of the USS Yorktown are advised 
to arrive at the marina parking lot for the Charleston Harbor 
Resort no later than 7am Wednesday. 

Staff will provide an escort aboard the ship and to the 
viewing area. 

Watch the live stream of the Laffey's return 
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NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
33. Obama Administration Quietly Altering Military's Global Presence 
GOP lawmaker dubs shift 'mediocrity at its best' 
(US NEWS 24 JAN 12) ... John T. Bennett 

The Obama administration is ushering in a new era in 
which the meaning of what constitutes a U.S. military 
presence in some corners of the globe will look very different 
than it does today. 

Defense Secretary Leon Panetta in recent weeks has used 
words like "innovative" and "rotational" when describing how 
a leaner military will maintain a presence in places it's been 
for decades -- like Europe -- as well as emerging hot spots like 
Africa and Asia. Analysts and lawmakers are quick to note 
that the defense chief isn't talking about maintaining all 
permanent bases in Europe or building ones in new regions -- 
ushering in a major shift in the way America flexes its military 
muscle overseas. 

The Obama administration's new national defense 
strategy, released this month, says smaller annual Pentagon 
budgets "will require innovative and creative solutions to 
maintain our support for allies." And smaller budgets will 

mean "thoughtful choices will need to be made regarding the 
location and frequency of these operations." 

Panetta has said in recent weeks that the U.S. military will 
shift course from decades-old practices toward developing 
"low-cost and small-footprint approaches to achieving our 
security objectives." That, he said during a Jan. 5 Pentagon 
briefing, will mean "emphasizing rotational deployments, 
emphasizing military exercises with these nations and doing 
other innovative approaches to maintain a presence throughout 
the rest of the world." 

The defense secretary has been quick to assure 
Washington's European allies that the U.S. military might be 
there in smaller numbers -- two Army brigades (up to 15,000 
troops) will be withdrawn to save money and shift focus 
toward Asia -- but its footprint is not going to vanish 
completely. "We need to strengthen those partnerships, 
whether it's NATO in Europe or it's working with the Asian 
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nations, whether it's working with other alliances and 
coalitions," Panetta said during a Jan. 12 speech in El Paso, 
Texas. "We need to build those kinds of partnerships." 

But the world is changing, including the places where 
potential threats to the United States and its interests reside 
and operate, Panetta made clear. "At the same time we need to 
have a presence, whether it's Latin America, whether it's 
Africa, whether it's Asia," he said. "We need to have a 
continuing and rotational presence." 

"I think we're definitely at the front end of a shift here. ... 
What we are seeing are hints of Panetta simultaneously 
reassuring allies while also creating space for budget savings," 
says Matthew Leatherman, an analyst at the Stimson Center in 
Washington. "You do that by thinking creatively about what 
[military] presence means." 

"The administration under Secretary Robert Gates and 
now Panetta has changed the interpretation of 'force posture' 
for the Pentagon," says Mackenzie Eaglen of the American 
Enterprise Institute. "Posture is more than basing and 
footprint, but also force size and structure, as well as the 
agreements the U.S. has with other nations." 

If the idea of a leaner U.S. military deployed to more 
points around the globe sounds familiar, it's because Bush-era 
defense secretary Donald Rumsfeld proposed similar changes-
before the 9/11 terrorist attacks. "Rumsfeld talked about 'lily 
pad bases' with a lighter-weight force spread to more places 
around the world," Leatherman said. "This has the potential to 
be a good idea. ... But it will be very difficult to realize -- it's 
never been as clean and easy as when a new policy proposal 
has been rolled out." 

That's because some European nations enjoy economic 
benefits from hosting thousands of American troops and their 
families at permanent bases. Another hurdle: Congressional 
hawks in Washington who believe a large U.S. military 
footprint is the best way to demonstrate American power and 
deter would-be aggressors. 

"This new definition of presence is mediocrity at its best," 
says Rep. Randy Forbes (R-Va.), a senior member of the 
House Armed Services Committee. "Would you feel safer if 
there are people trying to break into your house and you have 
security people outside, or with just a security camera -- 
because that's their definition. ... What's more powerful: 
Seeing an aircraft carrier out there, or a sign saying we're 
going to have an exercise in a few months?" 

Forbes said defense-minded House Republican 
lawmakers intend to make the Obama administration's new 
definition of military presence a major campaign issue. "We 
are going to take this to the American people with the hope 
that by the time we get to November, the American people are 
going to ask: 'Just what kind of military and defense should 
we have?'" 

The GOP lawmaker and other hawkish Republicans, 
including the GOP presidential candidates, are betting 
American voters will side with their vision of a larger U.S. 
military than the one Obama envisions. (Democratic 
congressional sources are quick to note that Obama is the 
president who killed al Qaeda leader Osama bin Laden, turned 
the tide in Afghanistan, dismantled al Qaeda's leadership 
structure and helped remove Libyan strongman Moammar 
Gadhafi.) 

Forbes said he has personally delivered his message to the 
remaining GOP presidential candidates' national security 
advisers. "Based on their responses, they are very, very 
concerned about direction we're heading," Forbes said. 

Eaglen sees a preemptive move in the administration's 
shift aimed at countering congressional critics. "Changing the 
definition more subtly from tangibles to more qualified 
activities is the perfect solution to a budget that will cut U.S. 
presence abroad, our overseas infrastructure, the number of 
those in uniform, and what they're able to do around the world 
each day," she said. "By changing how Congress traditionally 
measures presence from hard to soft, the military can claim an 
apples-to-oranges comparison in response to any concerns that 
we're drawing down too steeply, leaving allies in a lurch, or 
abandoning traditional security agreements and 
commitments." 

Details on just how the Pentagon and White House will 
alter the military's presence around the globe remain unclear. 
A Pentagon spokesman declined comment today, saying more 
clarity is coming Thursday when Panetta previews the 
Defense Department's 2013 budget plan. To that end, analysts 
say it is too soon to pinpoint just how much the department 
might save under a new global basing plan. 

"The budgetary implications very unclear," Leatherman 
says, "Reducing the number of troops in Europe could make 
things less expensive there. But in Africa and Latin America, 
where we haven't had big a presence, it could end up costing 
more. That has the potential to balance out any savings." 
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34. Senate GOP's Anti-Sequestration Plan Coming In 'Days' 
(DEFENSE DAILY 25 JAN 12) ... Emelie Rutherford 

Republican senators plan to unveil in the near future their 
strategy for thwarting so-called sequestration cuts to Pentagon 
spending triggered by the collapse of budget talks last year. 

"Within days we expect to have a plan," Senate Armed 
Services Committee Ranking Member John McCain (R-Ariz.) 
told reporters yesterday. That plan, which would be followed 
later by actual legislation, likely will call for stopping just the 
first year of so-called sequestration cuts to defense and non-
defense spending, and replacing them with reductions to other 
parts of the federal budget, he said. 

"I think it's one year we're looking at as practical," he said 
at the Capitol. 

McCain joined with Senate Minority Whip Jon Kyl (R-
Ariz.) and SASC members Sens. Lindsey Graham (R-S.C.), 
Kelly Ayotte (R-N.H.), and Marco Rubio (R-Fla.) last month 
to announce they were working on a plan to stop the so-called 
sequestration cuts now due to occur under the Budget Control 
Act of 2011 (Defense Daily, Dec. 15, 2011). 

The law says if a special congressional committee failed 
to craft a plan to cut $1.2 trillion in federal spending over 10 
years--as it did--a sequestration mechanism would trigger $1.2 
trillion in cuts starting in January 2013, with half coming from 
the Pentagon. Those defense cuts, of up to $600 billion, would 
be on top of $450 billion from the Pentagon's 10-year 
spending plans already approved by the law. 
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The GOP senators talked last month about replacing the 
$1.2 billion in longterm sequestration cuts to defense and non-
defense items with savings already identified by varied deficit-
cutting groups. 

Ayotte talked to reporters yesterday about the concept, 
which McCain cited, of starting the anti-sequestration push by 
trying to stop just the first year of cuts, which would amount 
to roughly $55 billion for the Pentagon. 

"It may be that we do this in a staged process, because the 
most-important thing is that we don't put our Department of 
Defense in a place where we're going to devastate our national 
security," she said. 

"Obviously we need to address the full $1.2 trillion over 
the 10 years. But if we can...relieve some pressure in the first 
year and we're able to gain more traction and more bipartisan 
support for doing that, we'll have to look at it and see whether 
it's better to do it in a staged process.” 

She said Democratic support is vital for such a measure to 
succeed. 

"If we're able to get more bipartisan support for just 
handling the first year, then the most-important thing is that 
we accomplish this," she said. "So we're still talking and 
trying to build support for that.” 

McCain said no Democrats are on board for the emerging 
GOP plan now, but said they have not been presented anything 
yet. 

"I'm sure there'll be some Democrats," he said. "It 
depends a lot on public opinion. It depends on how we can 
convince people that we have to reverse these defense cuts for 
the sake of national security.” 

SASC member Sen. Joseph Lieberman (I/D-Conn.) had 
planned to join the GOP senators in announcing their anti-
sequestration effort last month, but then opted to not appear at 
a Capitol press conference on it. 

Lieberman told reporters yesterday he did not attend the 
Dec. 14 press conference because "they had gotten more 
specific than I was prepared to get.” 

"I thought (the press conference was held to present) a 
general statement to commit to work together to avoid the 
sequestration," he said. "Instead it was a specific proposal 
which I hadn't seen before. So I said, 'I can't go today, but I'm 
still very interested.'" 

Lieberman said he talked to McCain at length about anti-
sequestration options during the recent congressional recess. 

"Defense is a priority for me, so I hope to be involved in 
those discussions," the Connecticut senator said. 

SASC Chairman Carl Levin (D-Mich.) told reporters 
yesterday he thinks there can be bipartisan support for a plan 
to prevent the $1.2 billion in defense and non-defense 
sequestration cuts. The SASC chairman, though, wants 
Congress to craft a full-blown $1.2 trillion deficit reduction 
plan, and not just an effort to stop the politically-unpopular 
sequestration cuts. 

Levin and McCain are split on whether any anti-
sequestration plan should call for more revenue. McCain said 
he won't consider revenue-raisers, such as tax-code changes, 
while Levin called for "ideologues in the Republican party" to 
"get off the no-revenue determination.” 

Meanwhile, in the House, HASC Chairman Howard 
"Buck" McKeon (R-Calif.) and committee members touted 
yesterday their anti-sequestration plan, the Down Payment to 
Protect National Security Act. The bill would reduce the 
federal workforce to fund a one-year reprieve from the 
sequestration cuts. 

President Barack Obama said on Nov. 21, 2011, the day 
the so-called "super committee" of lawmakers announced 
defeat, that he would "veto any effort to get rid of those 
automatic spending cuts to domestic and defense spending." 
He said he wanted congressional Democrats and Republicans 
to agree on a large-scale deficit-cutting plan. 
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35. Without Sustained Leadership, Pentagon Could Miss Audit Goals 
(DEFENSE NEWS 24 JAN 12) ... Kate Brannen 

The Pentagon is finally on a realistic path to meet its goal 
to complete a full financial audit by 2017, a congressional 
panel has confirmed. However, if leadership and oversight are 
not maintained, that deadline could slip, both Pentagon and 
lawmakers say. 

The role of leadership in meeting this deadline cannot be 
overstated, Rep. Mike Conaway, R-Texas, said during a Jan. 
24 hearing of the House Armed Services Committee. 

Conaway leads the Defense Financial Management and 
Audibility Reform panel, created this summer by the House 
Armed Services Committee to study the Defense 
Department’s financial management. 

Conaway presented the panel’s final report to the 
committee at the Jan. 24 hearing. 

After a six-month review, the panel concluded that the 
Pentagon has “a reasonable strategy and methodology” for 
reaching its audit deadline. 

However, the leadership that Defense Secretary Leon 
Panetta has demonstrated needs to be maintained, the panel’s 
report said. 

The Defense Department needs reliable financial 
information in the best of times, but it becomes especially 
crucial as the defense budget faces an initial $487 billion cut 
over the next 10 years. 

Since becoming defense secretary, Leon Panetta has 
stated that getting the Pentagon ready and able to complete an 
audit would be a top priority. 

In October, Panetta accelerated one of four pieces of the 
overall audit process. The department’s Statement of 
Budgetary Resources, which shows the money in and out of 
the department, including what funds the department received, 
what was obligated and what was spent in terms of checks 
written, now needs to be ready for an audit by 2014. 

“I sense a momentum now to getting this done,” Conaway 
said. “I don’t want to sound like an apologist for the 
Department of Defense. They should have gotten this done a 
long time ago, but right now they’re on a good path and it’s 
our job to keep them on that path.” 

The committee also has to make sure that the Pentagon 
has the resources it needs to get this done, Conaway told his 
fellow lawmakers. 
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It could be tempting to trim funding as the budget is cut, 
but that would be foolish in the long run, Conaway said. 

Pentagon Comptroller Robert Hale described Panetta’s 
commitment as a “golden opportunity” that he intends to take 
advantage of. “I’d really like to under-promise and over-
deliver.” 

The department has been doing the opposite for too long, 
he added. 

“We need to change this from being just a comptroller’s 
issue to being a commander’s issue.” 

Hale cautioned that during changes in leadership, 
especially when new administrations take over the White 
House, is when issues like these can lose ground. He said it’s 
important for Congress to keep up oversight hearings during 
these transition times. 

A handful of lawmakers asked Hale how the inability to 
complete a financial audit hampered the Pentagon. 

Hale said the No. 1 reason why the Pentagon needs to be 
able to do this is to reassure the American public that the 
Defense Department is keeping track of taxpayer dollars. 

DoD’s current financial management system is designed 
to track appropriated money, but that process has different 
requirements than what’s needed for a full audit, Hale said. 

However, just because the Pentagon cannot complete an 
audit does not mean there’s hidden fraud or waste, Hale said, 
trying to reassure lawmakers. 

As part of its findings, the panel recommends DoD 
improve its process for identifying and reporting improper 
payments. 

According to the report, federal agencies reported an 
estimated $125 billion in improper payments for fiscal year 
2010. Of that total, the Pentagon reported $1 billion. However, 
both the Government Accountability Office and the Defense 
Department’s inspector general have said the Pentagon may 
not be capturing the full extent of its improper payments. 

The Defense Department remains one of the very few 
federal agencies unable to complete a full audit. The sheer size 
of the department is part of the problem. 

“In fiscal year 2011, the DoD reported $684 billion in net 
cost of operations and $2 trillion in assets,” according to the 
panel’s report. 

“This is complicated and it is hard and it’s not been a 
priority,” Conaway said. 

Another problem is that the Pentagon cannot generate the 
level of paperwork needed electronically to satisfy auditors, 
Hale said. 

The budget uncertainty created by the political division on 
Capitol Hill isn’t helping either, Hale said. 

“This past year’s budget uncertainty, including no fewer 
than four threats of a government shutdown, which in some 
cases generated enormous planning efforts, and now the 
prospect of sequester, has drained valuable time and 
leadership attention from many initiatives, including our 
commitment to audit readiness,” he said. “The Congress could 
help us a great deal by returning to a more orderly budget 
process.” 
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36. Burial For Indigent Navy Veteran Scheduled For Willamette National Cemetery On Wednesday 
(PORTLAND OREGONIAN 24 JAN 12) ... Mike Francis 

Navy veteran Stevenson L. Roy will be buried at 
Willamette National Cemetery Wednesday afternoon under a 
program that provides military honors to homeless, indigent 
vets. 

Naval Petty Officer 2nd Class Roy, who served in the 
Vietnam era, will be the 1,000 person buried under the Dignity 
Memorial Homeless Veterans Program, which was launched 
in 2000. 

Lincoln Memorial Funeral Home funeral director Crystal 
Friedrich said Tuesday that she knows little of Stevenson's life 
and death. He died on Dec. 16 at the age of 60 and the 
Multnomah County Medical Examiner's office determined he 
was a veteran and contacted Lincoln Memorial. After 
conferring with Willamette National Cemetery, which is 
operated by the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs, 
Friedrich got his discharge papers that verified he was eligible 
for a military burial. 

His papers showed he entered the Navy in San Diego in 
1969 and separated in 1980. He was awarded the Vietnam 

Service Medal, the Vietnam Campaign Medal, the National 
Defense Service Medal and a Good Conduct Award. 

Tom Chappelle,, an investigator in the medical examiner's 
office, said investigators were called when Roy died of natural 
causes in a Section 8 apartment, where he lived "a very 
Spartan existence." They knew he was a veteran because he 
had prescriptions from the Department of Veterans Affairs. 
When the agency provided Roy's Social Security number, it 
developed that Roy sometimes called himself Stevenson Roy 
and that he apparently had a brother in California. But 
investigators had only a first name for the brother and what 
turned out to be a fictitious address. After a week, they turned 
Roy over to Lincoln Memorial. 

The funeral service, which is open to the public, begins at 
1:30 p.m. with a procession at Willamette National Cemetery, 
11800 S.E. Mount Scott Blvd., Portland. It will feature a rifle 
volley, the playing of "Taps," the presentation of a flag and 
attendance by the Patriot Guard Riders, the motorcycle-riding 
group that honors veterans by appearing at their funerals. 
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37. Navy - Big East Marriage A Long Time In Making 
(ANNAPOLIS CAPITAL GAZETTE 24 JAN 12) ... Bill Wagner 

Both sides called it a marriage 10 years in the making. 
Athletic director Chet Gladchuk said the Naval Academy 

has considered joining the Big East Conference for nearly a 
decade. Big East commissioner John Marinatto said the 

conference has been courting the academy “for as long as I 
can remember.” 

Those two entities finally agreed to tie the knot, 
announcing yesterday that Navy would join the Big East 
Conference as a football-only member beginning in 2015. 
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Marinatto also revealed during a teleconference yesterday 
afternoon that the Big East was doubling its withdraw penalty 
to $10 million. 

“When people look back, they will mark this as a truly 
historic day for the Big East Conference,” Marinatto. 
“America’s first national football conference is adding a 
program with true national appeal. Navy’s decision to make 
the Big East its first football conference home after over 100 
years of independence demonstrates the value of our new 
expansion model and the long-term viability of our football 
product. The Big East is truly proud to be associated with one 
of the most prestigious academic institutions in the country 
and one of the most storied programs in college football.” 

Marinatto, who served as senior associate commissioner 
of the Big East from 2002 until replacing predecessor Mike 
Tranghese in 2009, recalled having discussions with Army and 
Navy on an “annual basis” about the possibility of one day 
joining the league. 

“This is a marriage our membership has longed for,” 
Marinatto said. “We always did believe this was the perfect 
union.” 

Navy’s negotiations with the Big East heated up over the 
past year as the landscape of major college football began to 
undergo sweeping changes. School started switching 
affiliations left and right with the Atlantic Coast Conference, 
Southeastern Conference and others raiding rival leagues in 
order to increase membership. 

The Big East Conference was among the hardest hit with 
Pittsburgh and Syracuse jointly announcing last year a move 
to the ACC while West Virginia followed suit and stated its 
intention to join the Big 12 Conference. 

In order to reinvent itself and regain the number of 
schools required to remain as a Bowl Championship Series 
conference for football, the Big East pursued expansion plans 
and announced in December that it was adding Boise State 
and San Diego State as football-only members along with 
Houston, Southern Methodist University and Central Florida. 

Adding Navy brings the Big East Conference to 11 
members for football and Marinatto said he hopes to land at 
least one more school. Marinatto said the six new schools 
increases the Big East television footprint to more than 31 
million households. 

“Forty eight days ago, the Big East entered a new era by 
bringing in five new members. It is my genuine pleasure and 
honor to announce that we have achieved the next step in our 
expansion process with the addition of Navy,” Marinatto said. 
“And we’re not done yet. We feel we can get stronger and will 
continue to pursue other potential members.” 

Navy and the Big East agreed to a three-year phase-in 
period that will give Gladchuk time to address issues 
involving scheduling and television contracts. Navy must get 
out of eight contracted games in both 2015 and 2016 in order 
to begin playing its Big East schedule. The academy has a 
contact with the CBS Sports Network to televise all home 
games through 2017 and to televise the Army-Navy game 
through 2018. 

“We can’t just flip a switch and go to the Big East. We 
needed time to work our way out of a number of football 
contracts and to honor our CBS contracts,” Gladchuk said. 
“We had about thirty different issues we needed to work 
through and the Big East delivered on every front.” 

Navy will begin playing an eight-game Big East 
Conference schedule in 2015 and Gladchuk said Marinatto is 
going to help the academy clear its current slate of opponents. 
That will be achieved by other conference members possibly 
taking future Navy opponents or the Big East assisting Navy 
with buying its way out of contracts. 

Another aspect of the deal was assurances from the Big 
East Conference that Navy would be allowed to continue 
playing traditional rivals Army, Air Force and Notre Dame on 
an annual basis. Army has announced it will remain 
independent while Air Force, after initially expressing interest 
in the Big East, appears likely to remain in the Mountain West 
Conference. 

“The Big East will provide an expanded stage for the 
American public to see our nation’s future leaders,” said 
Naval Academy Director of Athletics Chet Gladchuk. 
“Expanded media opportunities and coverage by the Big East 
will elevate the national visibility of Navy football to the 
highest levels.” 

Vice Adm. Michael Miller, the Naval Academy 
superintendent, said the decision to join the Big East was 
made to ensure the football program continues to compete at 
the highest level. 

“The Naval Academy is pleased to accept the invitation 
for our football team to join the Big East Conference,” said 
Miller. “After careful consideration, we believe this affiliation 
to be in the best interests of the Naval Academy, our athletic 
programs and the Brigade of Midshipmen. While our 
independent status has served Navy Football well to date, Big 
East Conference affiliation will help ensure our future scholar-
athletes and athletic programs remain competitive at the 
highest levels for the foreseeable future.” 

Vice Adm. Miller showed his grasp of the unpredictable 
nature of the Football Bowl Subdivision when he stated: “We 
all recognize the landscape of FBS football is changing and 
the separation between BCS and non-BCS is growing. We 
welcome the opportunity to take Naval Academy football to 
the next higher level.” 

By regrouping and reloading to 11, possibly 12, members 
the Big East assured it will remain part of the Bowl 
Championship Series if that continues. Every conference that 
is a BCS member has an automatic avenue to the major bowls 
and the national championship race. 

“This new affiliation will brand Navy football as a 
member of a BCS conference whose competitive aspirations 
include the opportunity to compete for a championship. The 
Big East plays a prominent role in the NCAA governance 
structure and affiliation will ensure that the Naval Academy 
solidifies its position as an important contributor to leadership 
decisions on a national level,” Gladchuk said. 

Head coach Ken Niumatalolo said he understands Navy is 
taking a major step up in terms of competitive level. All eight 
conference games will no doubt be battles while the matchups 
with service academy rivals Army and Air Force are always 
wars. Factor in the annual contest with perennial powerhouse 
Notre Dame and there will be no breathers on the schedule for 
Navy. 

“We have to upgrade our recruiting, upgrade our 
facilities, upgrade everything about our program without 
sacrificing our priorities or lowering our standards,” he said. 
“Are we biting off more than we can chew? Time will tell, but 
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our players and our coaching staff are very excited about the 
prospect of competing in the Big East Conference.” 

Niumatalolo said he has been thinking about the prospect 
of joining a league for many years and said recent events have 
led him to conclude that it is the only viable option. 
Niumatalolo, like Gladchuk and Vice Adm. Miller, was 
worried that remaining independent would reduce Navy to 
also-ran status within the ranks of major college football. 

“As a head coach, you have to think about the future of 
your program. This decision has kept me up at night for quite 
a while,” he said. “I just think we are moving to a situation 
where there are the haves and the have-nots. I thought that gap 
would get wider and wider, which is why I felt this was the 
route we needed to go.” 
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OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
38. Defense Cuts And America's Outdated Military 
Yes, we spent more after 9/11—but in ways that impeded modernization. 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 25 JAN 12) ... Mackenzie Eaglen 

On Thursday, the Pentagon will begin detailing its plans 
to cut $500 billion from the military's budget over the next 
decade. The reason, insists President Barack Obama, is that 
"since 9/11, our defense budget grew at an extraordinary 
pace." That's true in top-line numbers—but it's anything but 
true when examined strategically. 

Between budget cuts, cost overruns, overweight 
bureaucracy, ever-growing red tape, and changing 
requirements, the arsenal of democracy has become a 
bureaucratic nightmare. In spite of itself, our military cannot 
build new programs anymore. Old programs might win wars, 
but with much higher human and financial costs. 

After 9/11, defense budgets grew because they had to. 
The U.S. military's budget, size and force structure had been 
too deeply cut in the 1990s, after the anticipated post-Soviet 
"peace dividend" failed to materialize. So the Pentagon began 
quickly and inefficiently dumping dollars into the military to 
fund the missions in Afghanistan and Iraq. 

This made budgets grow steadily, but the money did little 
to increase cutting-edge capabilities for the future. Our war-
related investments came at the expense of tomorrow's 
military capabilities. As a new American Enterprise Institute 
study concludes, the military over the past decade didn't 
modernize but rather embraced the equivalent of buying new 
apps for its old, clunky cellphone. 

From 2000-2010, the Air Force spent $38 billion on 220 
fighters—as compared to $68 billion for 2,063 fighters from 
1981-1990. Air Force leaders wanted 750 F-22s to replace 
their F-15s, but successive administrations cut that number—
to 648, then 438, 339, 270 and finally 187—before President 
Obama terminated production. That wasn't a coherent 
acquisition strategy but budget-driven politics, plain and 
simple. 

The Navy fared little better than the Air Force in terms of 
true modernization over the past decade. Sure, there are three 
Navy programs touted as "new"—the Virginia-class attack 
submarine, the DDG-51 destroyer and the F/A-18 Hornet. 
Problem is, those programs are already the Pentagon's "Plan 
B." 

The Virginia-class sub was designed as a cheaper 
alternative to the truly dominant Seawolf-class attack 
submarine (and the Navy has bought less than half of the 
Virginia class, with the majority of funding still to come). The 
DDG-51 destroyer was a fall-back alternative to the now-

canceled DDG-1000. And the F/A-18 Hornet and Super 
Hornets are only stopgap purchases until the Navy can put the 
F-35C Joint Strike Fighter on its carrier decks. Thus the 
Navy's recent spending has gone to programs that are 
increasingly out of date and ill-prepared to meet the challenges 
of the 21st century. 

The Marine Corps and Army fared better on 
modernization over the last decade. Though the Marine Corps 
saw its Expeditionary Fighting Vehicle canceled under 
President Obama, it successfully completed most of its 
ambitious amphibious docking platform. 

The Army, meanwhile, completed several programs over 
the past decade, buying older platforms like the Abrams tank 
and the Bradley Fighting Vehicle, as well as the newer Stryker 
and even the Mine Resistant Ambush Protected (MRAP) 
armored vehicles. The problem is that all these vehicles are 
effective in land-based operations but would probably sit out 
during any conflict in the Western Pacific. And few of them 
have so-called next-generation capabilities—meaning brand-
new platforms and technologies, not simply upgrades to 
existing tools. Almost every truly next-generation Army 
program has been canceled. 

The common denominator among the services since 2001 
is that their investment choices were geared toward lower-end 
conflict. Weapons systems designed for high-end future 
warfare suffered as a result (notwithstanding the evolving 
capabilities of drones over the past decade). 

Compounding the problem is the reality that the services 
seem to be getting worse at acquiring high-tech systems and 
have used upgraded legacy programs as temporary band-aids. 
While it's often important to get weapons out the door during a 
war, the unmistakable reality is that the momentum for 
innovative research and development seems nonexistent 
across the U.S. military. 

What the Obama Pentagon will lay out this week is the 
final nail in the coffin of our national contract with our all-
volunteer military—that if they fight, they'll have the very best 
to win. It marks the beginning of the end of America's 
unquestioned international military dominance. Our soldiers 
will increasingly go into combat with aged equipment, lacking 
assurance that they'll prevail against any enemy. 

Ms. Eaglen, a resident fellow at the American Enterprise 
Institute, has worked on defense issues at the Pentagon and on 
Capitol Hill. 
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39. Iran’s Asymmetric Threat 
Iran’s navy may not be a match for the U.S. on the high seas, but the Strait of Hormuz offers plenty of ways 
for it to make life tricky. 
(THE DIPLOMAT 24 JAN 12) ... Raoul Heinrichs 

New Year in the Persian Gulf has opened in the usual 
atmosphere of scurrility, mistrust and competition. The Iranian 
nuclear crisis – already animated by economic and cyber 
warfare, an unrelenting diplomatic offensive, and a systematic 
program of sabotage, espionage and assassination – has, over 
the past month, incorporated yet another aspect: the specter of 
naval confrontation. 

Iran is planning a new round of naval war games in 
February. These follow an earlier round, which unfolded 
against the backdrop of two unusually bold threats: the first, to 
close the Strait of Hormuz in response to the imposition of 
new sanctions; the second, to attack a U.S. aircraft carrier 
should it return to the Gulf. 

Neither threat has so far been acted upon, of course, nor 
are they likely to be. As a number of analysts have noted, any 
attempt by Iran to disrupt the passage of oil out of the Gulf 
would be a largely self-defeating move, given its current 
economic fragility and abiding dependence on oil exports. 

Rather, Iranian bellicosity is better understood as an 
attempt to shape expectations about its future behavior. In the 
rough-and-tumble world of international politics, a reputation 
for recklessness, even irrationality, can be a useful bargaining 
tool, as North Korean negotiating behavior attests. In 
particular, Iran is determined to drive up the risks of an attack 
on its territory, especially its nuclear facilities, by conveying 
the resolve and ability to respond with naval operations along 
a spectrum of intensity, from low level harassment of 
merchant shipping to the kind of hit-and-run attacks on U.S. 
naval platforms more commonly associated with Chinese 
strategy in the Western Pacific. 

That questions remain about the credibility of these 
threats is cold comfort for U.S. military planners, though. For 
them, a preoccupation with capabilities rather than intentions, 
which can change, means they now confront a potentially 
asymmetric challenge in the Gulf at a time when they are 
trying to make deep cuts in the defense budget and reorient 
their strategic focus to Asia. Indeed, evidence suggests that 
Washington is taking Tehran’s threats seriously. 

This is no surprise. By regional standards, the Iranian 
navy represents an atypically strong coastal force with a 
coherent force structure designed not to defeat a superior naval 
power so much as impose prohibitive costs on intervening in 
Iran’s southern air and maritime approaches. Built for sea 
denial, it comprises submarines, mines and fast attack craft 
armed with anti-ship cruise missiles. Each of these capabilities 
is cheap relative to the platforms against which they’re being 
fielded, and each places a disproportionate burden on the side 
seeking to defend against them. Submarines are hard to find; 
mines take a long time to clear; and Fast Attack Craft, 
especially when used in numbers and dispersed formations, 
are difficult to prevent closing to a range at which their 
missiles become a serious risk to even well protected ships. 

The effects of this force are magnified by congenial naval 
geography. By contrast with the Western Pacific, with its 
oceanic expanses and concentric archipelagic chains, the 
Persian Gulf is a narrow body of water, making it conducive 
to offensive denial operations. It has one constricted entry 
point. This creates a funneling effect that allows Iranian forces 
to concentrate their firepower. Short distances make 
operations less surveillance intensive, and therefore less 
technologically demanding. They also compress the warning 
time available to an enemy defending against missile strikes, 
while long stretches of noisy coastal water create an ideal 
acoustic environment for lurking Iranian submarines. 

All of this makes Iran a tough competitor on its coastline, 
undoubtedly capable of raising the threshold for U.S. 
intervention in the Gulf. But it isn’t, ultimately, 
insurmountable. Iran’s naval potency diminishes sharply with 
distance and duration. Iran could mine the Strait, restrict 
commercial traffic and delay entry to U.S. forces while 
imposing moderate levels of risk in the meantime. However, 
its sclerotic command and control systems and lack of 
survivable land-based air-power betray an enduring inability 
to enforce a close or continuous blockade of the Straits, much 
less defeat the U.S. Navy in an open, protracted naval war. 

No military balance is static, however, and the current 
extent of Iran’s naval inferiority isn’t necessarily immutable. 
Over the longer term, two shifts in the geopolitical landscape 
bode well for continued improvements to Iran’s prospects at 
sea. First, the emergence of a weak and divided Iraq in the 
place of a former existential rival is a geostrategic windfall. 
Historically, the greater salience of defending land borders has 
been a principal constraint on the development of naval power 
in countries with both coastlines and contestable continental 
frontiers – think China or France or Germany. For Iran, that 
may no longer be the case. With its western continental 
approaches now largely secure, and furthermore with the 
situation to it east improving as the U.S. backs out of 
Afghanistan, Tehran can channel a progressively greater 
proportion of is defense expenditure into its Navy. 

Second, for China, cultivating Iran’s sea-denial 
capabilities is emerging as the most cost effective means of 
diluting U.S. primacy in the Gulf. This matters to Beijing 
because it is profoundly dependent on the sea-lines traversing 
the Gulf yet unable to reach or secure them with its own navy 
– and is therefore vulnerable to a distant U.S. blockade. 
There’s a reason, after all, why a good number of Iran’s anti-
ship missiles are already stamped “Made in China.” 

Raoul Heinrichs is Sir Arthur Tange Scholar at the 
Strategic and Defense Studies Centre, ANU, an editor at the 
Lowy Institute for International Policy, and Deputy Editor of 
Pnyx. 
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40. Is The Navy's Newest Sub Worth The Price? 
Not much of a sea-based deterrent, says Pravin Sawhney; Chakra is the filler of strategic space says Vijay 
Shankar 
(THE HINDU 25 JAN 12) ... Pravin Sawhney and Vijay Shankar 

Just when the Russian nuclear-powered Akula-II 
submarine joins the Indian Navy as INS Chakra on a 10-year 
lease at a cost of over $1 billion, the moot question is: does it 
contribute to India's sea-based nuclear deterrence? 

To put matters in perspective, India in 1988 had procured 
the Soviet Charlie I class nuclear attack submarine, renamed 
INS Chakra on a three-year lease. The vessel came without 
strategic weapons, with the sole purpose of familiarising naval 
personnel on training and maintenance of nuclear-powered 
submarines. The rules of engagement spelt out that INS 
Chakra would not be used in war. The hidden part of the deal 
was that Soviets would help India in its indigenous Advanced 
Technology Vessel (ATV), both materially and intellectually. 
While the promised assistance to the ATV programme which 
culminated in the launch of 80MW nuclear reactor S-2 vessel 
(to be called INS Arihant on commissioning) by Prime 
Minister Manmohan Singh on 26 July 2009 came in fits and 
starts, the technology of the 6,000 tonne vessel is between first 
and second generation vintage. By comparison, the U.S. has 
ninth generation nuclear-powered subs which do not require 
refuelling throughout their lifetime. 

Follow-On Vessels 
The Russian Akula sub, given the same name, INS 

Chakra comes with similar purpose and rules of engagement. 
Like the earlier deal, the undisclosed understanding this time 
is that it is part of the Gorshkov package (INS Vikramaditya) 
and includes Russian help in the follow-on indigenous 
nuclear-powered vessels. While S-2 vessel began sea-trials in 
January (could last 12 to 18 months), India has planned 
follow-on S-3 and S-4 vessels based on the S-2 design. As all 
three vessels have similar hull and nuclear power plant, 
capability enhancements will be meagre. It is only when the S-
5 vessel with a new design and a powerful nuclear reactor is 
launched, which could be two-decades away, can India hope 
to have a semblance of sea-based deterrence against China. 
The S-2 and the coming S-3 and S-4 vessels will lack adequate 
capabilities in three key areas of stealth, reactor design and 
missile range to become a deterrent ballistic missile armed 
nuclear-powered submarine (SSBN) against China, which 
with its Jin class subs is at least four decades ahead. India's S-
2 vessel armed with 700km K-15 missile will have difficulty 
in even deterring Pakistan as, given its limitations, it would be 
required to be positioned closer to hostile shore. 

Against this backdrop, a retired chief of naval staff had 
told me that the coming of Akula four years late, when the S-2 
vessel is already undergoing sea-trials, serves little purpose. 
While still in office, he had written to the government to 
review the leasing of Akula programme. According to him, 
there is a case to dispense with the S-3 and S-4 vessels which 
will consume enormous time and finances. India, after all, is 
still on the technology understanding curve and not ready for 
production. Therefore it should leap-frog to work on S-5 
vessels which would entail imagination and initiative. Given 
improved relations with the U.S. and France, why cannot India 
seek advanced reactor technology from them? Developing 
long range ballistic missile would have to be an indigenous 
effort as it comes under global restrictive regimes. Why 

cannot ISRO with capabilities to propel rockets up to 
10,000km help DRDO make 8,000km ballistic missiles? 
These hard questions need to be examined to produce credible 
sea-based deterrence. 

Pravin Sawhney The writer is editor, FORCE 
newsmagazine 

Chakra, The Filler Of Strategic Space 
A strategic posture of a nation is a declaration, more by 

deed than articulation, of its orientation, will and intent. It 
purports to mould and shape a future that would benefit its 
larger objectives. The process is fraught with the hazards of 
conflicting interests and therefore it demands the weight of the 
nation's comprehensive power both soft and hard. 

In an era when the face of soft power is that of an 
Assange and its voice, that of Gandhi, Gibran, Che and 
Osama; a critical instrument to uphold posture is the State's 
military power and the talent to distinguish between the 
maintenance of armed forces and their use. 

The operational canvas is a transient that abhors futuristic 
force planning. So it was, year-after-every-five year the 
planner was condemned to an exercise that perceived threats 
and building force structures to cope. 

‘Intimidation And Accretion' 
It was, therefore, the ‘instantaneous intimidation' that 

drove plans and consequently resulted in ‘a tail chasing' 
accretion of forces. Unfortunately to some, this inspiration 
continues to be the pretender that fills strategic space. The 
case of our strategic maritime posture as a function of the 
declared ‘Look East' policy is a study in point. Here the need 
for a theory to make transparent the complexity of the problem 
and invite the necessary intellectual rigour to not just ‘chart a 
course' but also to analyse and cater for the hurdles that may 
beset policy is the first imperative. 

As Julian Corbett so eloquently put it, theory may not be a 
substitute for judgment and experience, but is a means to 
fertilize both. 

Significantly, the recent acquisition on a 10-year lease of 
the ‘Chakra' (Russian Akula II class nuclear attack submarine) 
is an extremely perspicacious departure from the past for it is a 
concrete step towards the translation of the theory and 
realisation of the larger strategic maritime posture that serves 
policy. 

Long Gestation 
Admittedly, the gestation period has been long; it is 

recognised the process has been challenged by a fragmented 
approach (the Chakra in its first avatar came to us in1988) and 
plagued by the economics and the geopolitics of the times. But 
these are challenges that any strategic project must expect to 
face and defy. 

The nuclear attack submarine (SSN) being completely 
independent of air for propulsion frees it from the need to 
surface frequently, the enormous power generated permits a 
bigger hull to operate at high speeds with large payloads for 
durations that is limited by human fatigue and replenishment 
of consumables only (reactors require refuelling at intervals of 
25 years). In real terms, it is critical to understand what the 
Chakra represents. Working the submarine to our operational 
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challenges and demands is just the tip of the iceberg, training 
and building a bank of specialised personnel; creating the 
necessary infrastructure to maintain nuclear submarines; 
unique logistic management practices; development of 
doctrines and procedures; generating design feature for the 
indigenous programme and, most importantly, building an 
ethos of efficient and safe nuclear submarine stewardship and 
exertions, these are the 8/9th submerged part of the iceberg. 
Strategically SSNs in numbers provide a vital element of a 
riposte to any “sea control strategy” that an adversary may 
contemplate or a “denial strategy” that we may plan. 

State Of Art 
In terms of the platform, the Akula II represents the state 

of art in SSN design, the programme having been launched in 
the mid 1990s. The nearest in terms of design vintage is the 
British ‘Astute' class also of the mid 1990s,but in terms of 
capabilities it is smaller and less accomplished; while the 
American Los Angeles class predates the Chakra by a decade. 

Also, the design philosophy harmonises with the orientation of 
our strategic nuclear submarine project. 

As far as the economics of the matter is concerned, $920 
million for a 10-year lease with certain support features 
attached must be viewed in perspective of what the SSN 
represents and the fact that a new SSN of similar capability 
with a 30-year life would have a price tag of about $3billion 
and a through life cost of (thumb rule) $9 billion would 
suggest that the deal is a sound one. 

As any nation that has committed to operating maritime 
nuclear force will fully appreciate that kudos are due to our 
planners who visualised a theory, saw a form and translated it 
to a force plan and now have given substance to each step of 
the way. 

Vice Admiral (Retd.) Vijay Shankar PVSM, AVSM is the 
former Commander-in-Chief of the Andaman & Nicobar 
Command, Commander-in-Chief of the Strategic Forces 
Command and Flag Officer Commanding Western Fleet 
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This Week in the War of 1812: 
On Feb. 5, 1813, President Madison appointed Revolutionary War veteran John Armstrong as Secretary of 
War. During his time in office, Armstrong faced regular criticism from Congress, the president and his 
generals for his interpretation of the secretary's wartime powers and disregard for the chain of command. He 
viewed defense of the nation’s coastal areas as a gross expense and preferred to focus on the economy. 
Despite calls for fortifying the capital's defenses, he claimed Washington, D.C. did not face any immediate 
danger. Following the burning of Washington in Aug. 1814, Armstrong resigned from his position. For more 
information on the War of 1812, visit hhttttpp::////wwwwww..oouurrffllaaggwwaassssttiilllltthheerree..oorrgg// 
  
TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Service Chiefs Deepen Ties During Fellowship 2012 Exercise 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 30 JAN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Peter D. Lawlor, Chief of Naval Operations Public 
Affairs 

ATLANTIC OCEAN - Chief of Naval Operations Adm. Jonathan Greenert and his counterpart, First Sea Lord and Royal Navy 
Chief of Naval Staff Adm. Sir Mark Stanhope, went underway together Jan. 26-27 to watch their respective navies' newest fast-attack 
submarines try to out-flank, out-maneuver and out-wit each other during the Fellowship 2012 exercise. 

 
2. Pay Raise Continue — For Now 
Budget also spares several large programs, pushes deep cuts to future 
(NAVY TIMES 06 FEB 12) ... Andrew Tilghman 

It’s been nearly a year since both Republicans and Democrats began talking about slashing the Pentagon’s budget. Since then, 
defense officials have been sounding the alarm, fueling angst and speculation of draconian cuts on the horizon. 

 
3. Elite Frogmen Muster In Va. Beach As SEALs Turns 50 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 28 JAN 12) ... Kate Wiltrout 

Members of one of the military's most elite clubs gathered Friday to celebrate the 50th anniversary of the U.S. Navy SEALs, 
established by President John F. Kennedy in 1962. 

 
4. New Floating Base Ships Coming For U.S. Navy 
(DEFENSE NEWS 27 JAN 12) ... Christopher P. Cavas 

Decades after the idea was broached for a floating, mobile base to support operating forces in the Persian Gulf, the concept has 
suddenly shifted into high gear, and a sense of urgency is driving both new U.S. ship construction and conversion of an existing 
vessel. 

 

CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
5. Bold Alligator 2012 Area Of Interest And Planning Update 
(YOUTUBE 28 JAN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Aaron Chase U.S. Navy 

Bold Alligator 2012 2nd Marine Division Operations Officer Col. Ty McCarthy talks about the planning process prior to the kick 
off of the exercise. 
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6. Japan-U.S. Alliance To Rise In Prominence As U.S. Shifts Strategy 
Interview with Admiral Robert F. Willard: 
(ASAHI SHIMBUN 28 JAN 12) ... Yoichi Kato 

HONOLULU--The Japan-U.S. alliance will rise in prominence as Washington shifts its strategic focus to the Asia-Pacific region, 
Adm. Robert F. Willard, commander of U.S. Pacific Command, said in a recent interview with a delegation of Japan National Press 
Club in Honolulu. 

 
7. Historical All Female Flight Takes Place Aboard USS Carl Vinson 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 27 JAN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Rosa A. Arzola, USS Carl Vinson Public Affairs 

USS CARL VINSON, At Sea -- Five "Tigertails" of Carrier Airborne Early Warning Squadron One Two Five (VAW-125), 
embarked aboard the Nimitz-class aircraft carrier USS Carl Vinson (CVN 70) as part of Carrier Air Wing Seventeen (CVW-17), flew 
an historic flight on Jan. 25 when they participated in the Navy's first all-female E-2C Hawkeye combat mission. 

 
8. Obama’s Lean, Mean SEAL Machine 
The rescue of two aid workers in Somalia and the president’s bold, new strategy. 
(NEWSWEEK 06 FEB 12) ... Daniel Klaidman 

Early last week, dozens of U.S. national-security officials received a set of classified PowerPoint slides. In October, Somali 
outlaws had taken two humanitarian-relief workers hostage, including an American woman, and now U.S. commandos were preparing 
to launch a rescue mission. 

 
9. Seized Pirates In High-Seas Legal Limbo, With No Formula For Trials 
(NEW YORK TIMES 28 JAN 12) ... C. J. Chivers 

Earlier this month off the coast of Pakistan, 15 Somali pirates held aboard the aircraft carrier John C. Stennis were loaded onto a 
helicopter and flown to a newly arrived carrier nearby, the Carl Vinson. 

 
10. Destroyer Arleigh Burke To Deploy Today From Norfolk 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 30 JAN 12) ... Meredith Kruse 

NORFOLK -- The destroyer Arleigh Burke is set to deploy today on a counter-piracy mission, the Navy announced. 
 

11. 250 Sailors Return Home With USS Ramage 
(WVEC ABC NORFOLK 27 JAN 12) 

NORFOLK -- 250 Sailors aboard USS Ramage are now home. 
 

12. USS James E. Williams Flexes Undersea Warfare Capabilities 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 28 JAN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Daniel J. Meshel, Enterprise Carrier Strike Group 
Public Affairs 

USS JAMES E. WILLIAMS, At Sea -- Arleigh Burke-class guided-missile destroyer USS James E. Williams (DDG 95) is 
participating in an integrated anti-submarine course (IAC) to certify Destroyer Squadron 2 (DESRON 2) during an ongoing composite 
unit training exercise (COMPTUEX) with the Enterprise Carrier Strike Group, Jan. 26. 

 
13. American Warships Visit Philippines Amid Tension 
(GULF TODAY (UAE) 30 JAN 12) ... Manolo B. Jara 

MANILA: Two U.S. warships made weekend visits to the Philippines amid regional tension even as a Malacanang official said 
China should not take offence over talks of expanded military co-operation between the two countries. 

 

GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
14. Phl Studying U.S.Offer On Spy Planes 
(PHILIPPINE STAR 29 JAN 12) 

MANILA, Philippines - The Philippines is considering a United States proposal to deploy surveillance aircraft on a temporary, 
rotating basis to enhance its ability to guard disputed areas in the West Philippine Sea (South China Sea), Defense Secretary Voltaire 
Gazmin said on Friday. 

 
15. U.S. Seeks Greater Military Ties With China 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 27 JAN 12) 

The U.S. commander handling Asia on Friday called for greater military relations with China, saying that dialogue between the 
Pacific powers has not advanced beyond broad strategic issues. 
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16. China Calls For Calm After Philippine Offer To U.S. 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 29 JAN 12) 

BEIJING — China on Sunday called for greater efforts towards "peace and stability" in the region, after the Philippines offered to 
allow more U.S. troops on its territory. 

 
17. Philippines Sends 'Wrong Signal' 
(CHINA DAILY 30 JAN 12) ... Cui Haipei 

BEIJING — By allowing more US troops on its soil, the Philippines has sent the wrong signal, experts said, and the decision will 
cause more tension in the South China Sea. 

 
18. North Korea Warns South Over Military Drill But Accepts Food Aid 
(NEW YORK TIMES 28 JAN 12) ... Choe Sang-Hun 

SEOUL, South Korea — North Korea warned on Friday that a South Korean military drill around frontline islands could lead to a 
"full-scale war," even as it allowed South Korean trucks carrying private food aid for North Korean children to cross the border. One 
hundred and eighty tons of flour from the Korea Peace Foundation was the first such aid shipment since the North Korean leader Kim 
Jong-il died last month, leaving his youngest son, Kim Jong-un, as his heir and leaving the peninsula jittery. 

 
19. Iran Ready To Cut Europe's Oil At Once 
(FINANCIAL TIMES (UK) 28 JAN 12) ... Najmeh Bozorgmehr and Guy Chazan 

Iran's parliament is threatening to ban oil exports to Europe as early as next week, in a move that could hit the economically weak 
countries of southern Europe and push oil prices higher. 

 
20. U.K. To Develop Short-Range Weapon To Protect Warships 
(DEFENSE NEWS 27 JAN 12) ... Andrew Chuter 

LONDON — Development of a short-range weapon to protect Royal Navy warships from fast jets and sea-skimming missiles has 
been given the green light by the British government. 

 
21. Australia Reviews Timetable For Buying 12 F-35s 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 30 JAN 12) 

CANBERRA, Australia -- Australia is reviewing its timetable for buying 12 of the troubled F-35 Joint Strike Fighters between 
2015 and 2017 after the United States announced a rethink of its own purchase schedule for the futuristic warplanes. 

 

PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
22. Transition Benefits: Involuntary Separation Pay Requirements Reminder 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 27 JAN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class LaTunya Howard, Navy Personnel Command 
Public Affairs 

MILLINGTON, Tenn. -- With the release of NAVADMIN 036/12 Jan. 27, Sailors are reminded of eligibility requirements for 
Involuntary Separation Pay (ISP). 

 
23. Gortney Tapped To Take Over Fleet Forces 
Harvey’s successor must master budget, readiness ‘intricacies,’ ex-admirals say 
(NAVY TIMES 06 FEB 12) ... William H. McMichael 

Bill Gortney knows naval warfare. It’s the prep work that he’ll have to bone up on as chief of Fleet Forces Command. 
 

24. CPPD Reservists Attend Professional Development Instructor Training 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 27 JAN 12) ... Susan Henson, Center for Personal and Professional Development Public Affairs 

VIRGINIA BEACH, Va. -- Reservists from three regional Center for Personal and Professional Development (CPPD) Reserve 
Component (RC) Detachments attended several training courses Jan. 17-27 at CPPD's headquarters to develop their skills as Navy 
instructors and facilitators in support of fleet requirements. 

 
25. Fleet Cyber Command, Navy Cyber Forces Name Joint Sailors Of The Year 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 27 JAN 12) ... Chief Mass Communication Specialist Aaron Strickland, Navy Cyber Forces Public Affairs 

VIRGINIA BEACH, Va. -- U.S. Fleet Cyber Command (FLTCYBERCOM) and Navy Cyber Forces (CYBERFOR) named joint 
2011 Sailors of the Year in a ceremony in Virginia Beach, Va., Jan. 26. 

 
26. SUBLANT Recognizes 2011 Sailors Of The Year 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 27 JAN 12) ... Kevin Copeland, Commander, Submarine Force Atlantic Public Affairs 

NORFOLK -- Commander, Submarine Force Atlantic (SUBLANT) Vice Adm. John Richardson recognized the 2011 SUBLANT 
Senior and Junior Sailors of the Year (SOY) during a luncheon held at the Vista Point Center, Naval Station Norfolk Jan. 25. 
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27. Navy Identifies Sailor Who Died During Training Dive 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 28 JAN 12) ... Corinne Reilly 

A Sailor assigned to a bomb disposal unit at Joint Expeditionary Base Little Creek died during a training exercise off the coast of 
North Carolina on Thursday. 

 
28. Face Of Defense: Lieutenant Leads EOD Unit In Afghanistan 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 27 JAN 12) ... Navy Chief Petty Officer Oscar Troncoso, International Security Assistance 
Force Regional Command North 

CAMP MARMAL, Afghanistan – Leading one of the most dangerous units in northern Afghanistan typically includes a heavy 
burden of responsibility for its company commander. 

 
29. LCS Program Manager Under Investigation 
(DEFENSE DAILY 27 JAN 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

The program manager for the Littoral Combat Ship's sea-frame is under investigation following allegations of "inappropriate 
personal behavior," the Navy said Friday. 

 
30. Capt. Honors, Who Made Racy Videos, To Retire From Navy 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 28 JAN 12) ... Corinne Reilly 

NORFOLK -- Capt. Owen Honors, the aircraft carrier skipper who was fired over controversial videos that he made for his crew, 
will leave the Navy on April 1, the service has confirmed. 

 

FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
31. Pentagon Sacrifices To Save Carrier 
(AVIATION WEEK 27 JAN 12) ... Michael Fabey 

The U.S. Navy will keep its aircraft carrier fleet at the now-magical number, 11, while other ships are being slipped or cut over 
the next five years — even those the Pentagon says it needs and wants to protect — according to a preview of the upcoming fiscal 
2013 budget request detailed Jan. 26 by Defense Secretary Leon Panetta. 

 
32. Asia-Pacific Strategy Exposes Navy Shipbuilding Plan To Criticism 
(DEFENSE DAILY 27 JAN 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

The Obama administration's focus on expanding the military presence in the Asia-Pacific likely spared the Navy from taking any 
major hits to its shipbuilding programs, but plans to delay construction on some vessels beyond the next five years could raise 
questions as to how the service can execute that strategy and lead to resistance from Congress. 

 
33. Pentagon Unveils New Plan for Conventional Submarine-Based Ballistic Missiles 
(NATIONAL JOURNAL 27 JAN 12) ... Elaine M. Grossman 

The U.S. Defense Department plans to develop a new conventional ballistic missile for fielding on attack submarines, according 
to major budget decisions announced on Thursday at the Pentagon (see GSN, Dec. 23, 2011). 

 
34. DoD Proposes Trim to LCS Fleet 
(WLUK FOX GREEN BAY 27 JAN 12) ... Beth Jones 

GREEN BAY - The proposed reductions of future increases by the Department of Defense includes a call for a reduction in the 
Littoral Combat Ship fleet. 

 
35. Navy's Robotic Warplane Passes Tests For Midair Refueling 
It can take off and land on carriers — and now it can gas up on its own to keep flying 
(INNOVATION NEWS DAILY 27 JAN 12) 

A robotic warplane that can take off and land from U.S. Navy carriers by itself won't do much good if it runs out of fuel in midair. 
That's why the Navy recently completed flight tests to see how well the unmanned military drone could belly up to a flying fuel 
tanker. 

 
36. New EW Capabilities To Emerge With NGJ 
(AVIATION WEEK 27 JAN 12) ... David Fulghum 

WASHINGTON - Technologies being offered up by the aerospace industry for the Next Generation Jammer (NGJ) are still 
closely held, but clues are emerging. 
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37. Congress In Battle Over F-35 Program 
(TACOMA (WA) NEWS TRIBUNE 30 JAN 12) ... Rob Hotakainen and James Rosen 

WASHINGTON – Rep. Norm Dicks, D-Belfair, calls the F-35 jet “the big enchilada,” the most advanced stealth aircraft in the 
world and a great investment in U.S. national security. 

 
38. Fewer F35s Coming To Cherry Point 
(HAVELOCK (NC) NEWS 28 JAN 12) ... Drew C. Wilson 

The Deputy Commandant for Aviation of the Marine Corps told a gathering celebrating a century of Marine aviation in Havelock 
that fewer F-35B Joint Strike Fighters would be coming to Cherry Point than earlier announced. 

 
39. Arming The Osprey 
Crews don’t use them, but Corps to buy more belly guns 
(MARINE CORPS TIMES 06 JAN 12) ... James K. Sanborn 

The Marine Corps is plotting how best to arm its prized MV-22 Ospreys for the missions and potential threats that await once 
combat ends in Afghanistan. 

 

BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
40. Maryland Plans ‘Banner’ Year For The Anthem's Anniversary 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 28 JAN 12) ... Sarah Brumfield 

BALTIMORE — Maryland tourism officials hope to draw more than one million people to the birthplace of the "Star-Spangled 
Banner" this summer as they open a years-long bicentennial commemoration of the War of 1812 with an international maritime 
festival. 

 
41. Constitution A Feature Of Boston Navy Week 2012 
Other ships, Blue Angels, also to visit the area. 
(CHARLESTOWN (MA) PATCH 27 JAN 12) ... Matt M. Casey 

The Navy announced this week that Charlestown’s own USS Constitution will play a feature part in Boston Navy Week 2012. 
 

42. Buffalo To Be Part Of 'Navy Week' 
(BUFFALO BUSINESS FIRST 27 JAN 12) ... David Bertola 

Buffalo is among 15 U.S. cities where the U.S. Navy will be celebrating Navy Week throughout 2012. 
 

43. Cleveland Navy Week Aug. 27-Sept. 4 
(CANTON (OD) REPOSITORY 27 JAN 12) 

CLEVELAND — Cleveland has been named one of 15 cities where America’s Navy will “come home” in 2012, giving area 
residents an opportunity to meet Sailors and learn about the Navy’s capabilities and relevance to national security. 

 
44. Isle Marine Forces Could Grow By 1,000 
The shift is possible as the Pentagon reconsiders moving troops from Okinawa to Guam 
(HONOLULU STAR-ADVERTISER 27 JAN 12) ... William Cole 

Hawaii's military future could include another Navy cruiser and at least 1,000 more Marines if some forces are removed from 
Okinawa, the Star-Advertiser has learned. 

 
45. RP May See U.S. Buildup: Potential Base Would Lessen Load On Guam 
(PACIFIC DAILY NEWS (GUAM) 30 JAN 12) ... Brett Kelman 

If the United States decides to expand its foothold in the Philippines, some of the additional military force planned for Guam's 
future could be shifted away to the nation of more than 7,000 islands, an expert on Asian military affairs said. 

 
46. Pentagon Call For U.S. Base Closures A Political Move, Lawmakers Say 
(MCCLATCHY NEWSPAPERS 27 JAN 12) ... Nancy A. Youssef and Sean Cockerham 

WASHINGTON — Legislators on Capitol Hill vowed Friday to resist a recommendation from the Pentagon to close unneeded 
military bases around the country as a way to save money, saying communities could not afford it and defense budget cuts could be 
made elsewhere. 

 
47. Sen. Shaheen Wants BRAC Forestalled Indefinitely 
(PORTSMOUTH (NH) HERALD 30 JAN 12) ... Deborah McDermott 

KITTERY, Maine — U.S. Sen. Jeanne Shaheen, a member of the Senate Armed Services Committee, said Friday that no time 
frame has been suggested by Pentagon officials for the start of the next Base Realignment and Closure process. 
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48. Celebrity Chef Visits Navy Sub Base 
Irvine to test specialists’ cooking skills 
(NORWICH (CT) BULLETIN 27 JAN 12) ... Kelly-Ann Franklin 

Celebrity TV chef Robert Irvine issued a challenge Friday to the culinary specialists at the Naval Submarine Base in Groton. 
 

49. Volunteers Join Nauticus Program To Restore Ship 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 29 JAN 12) ... Sarah Hutchins 

NORFOLK - Inside the battleship Wisconsin, dust shimmered in a column of light coming from one of the portholes that brothers 
Joshua and Luke Cooper couldn't seem to get clean. 

 
50. Rust Threatens WWII-Era Sub In Pittsburgh 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 28 JAN 12) 

PITTSBURGH — A World War II submarine that is a popular tourist attraction in Pittsburgh has rusted below the water level and 
may need costly repairs, officials said. 

 

NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
51. Plan Would Help Military Families Take Leave 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 30 JAN 12) ... Sam Hananel 

WASHINGTON — The Obama administration is proposing new rules to help military families care for service members when 
they are called to active duty or become injured. 

 
52. Interview With Defense Secretary Panetta 
(CBS 29 JAN 12) ... Scott Pelley 

No one would have picked a 73-year-old, affable, former congressman as the one to track down Osama bin Laden. But Leon 
Panetta has held the toughest jobs in Washington and quietly done what seems impossible. 

 
53. Absentee Voting Upgrades Put To Test This Year 
(NAVY TIMES 27 JAN 12) ... Karen Jowers 

A study released Friday by the Pew Center on the States found that significant changes in state laws bode well for improving the 
absentee voting process for service members and overseas civilians this year. 

 
54. Hostages Freed From Pirates Face Debriefing 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 28 JAN 12) 

SIGONELLA, Sicily - Three days after being rescued by U.S. Navy SEALs from Somali pirates, American aid worker Jessica 
Buchanan and her Danish colleague Poul Hagen Thisted are at a U.S. base on Sicily being debriefed by military and intelligence 
officials who want to learn as much as possible about their captivity. 

 
55. Marine To Take Charge Of Southern Command 
(MIAMI HERALD 28 JAN 12) ... Carol Rosenberg 

President Barack Obama has chosen to send a Marine to Miami to run U.S. military operations in Latin America and the 
Caribbean out of the Southern Command. 

 
56. Ban On Lying About War Heroism Upheld 
Free speech right isn't ironclad, U.S. appeals court in Colorado rules 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 28 JAN 12) ... Ivan Moreno 

DENVER — The 10th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals ruled Friday that a federal law making it illegal to lie about being a war hero 
is constitutional and that making false statements is not always protected free speech. 

 
57. Navy Doctors Seek Clues To Treat Cartilage Loss 
(NAVY TIMES 28 JAN 12) ... Gidget Fuentes 

SAN DIEGO — Young troops suffering knee, shoulder and other joint injuries sometimes end up with a complete and rapid loss 
of cartilage, and Navy doctors are trying to find out why. 

 
58. Week In Review Jan. 21, 2012 - Jan. 27, 2012 
(YOUTUBE 20 JAN 12) ... U.S. Navy 

Welcome to this week's U.S. Navy multimedia production featuring selected images from around the fleet received during the 
week of Jan. 21, 2012-Jan 27, 2012. 
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OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
59. Admiral Obama 
A diminished Navy can't meet its multiple global missions. 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 28 JAN 12) 

President Obama plans to cut the Pentagon budget by half a trillion dollars or more in the next decade. He also wants the military 
to take on new missions, principally for the Navy to lead an American strategic "pivot" to the Asia-Pacific. 

 
60. New Strategy, Old Pentagon Budget 
(NEW YORK TIMES 30 JAN 12) ... Editorial 

The $259 billion in budget cuts over the next five years announced by the Pentagon may sound like a lot. But they are mainly a 
scaling back of previously projected spending — the delights of the Washington budget games. 

 
61. U.S. Defense Budget Is A Good Start, But Reform Needed 
(DEFENSE NEWS 29 JAN 12) ... Editorial 

It could have been a lot worse. That was the universal response to the Obama administration’s preview of the Fiscal 2013 defense 
spending request to go to Congress Feb. 13. 

 
62. Out Of Africa 
SEALs come to the rescue in a daring night raid 
(PITTSBURGH POST-GAZETTE 30 JAN 12) ... Editorial 

Somalia is a basket case on a continent with more than its share of misery. Other African countries riven by problems have 
governments that more or less control their territories, however badly they rule. Somalia has only a pretense of central authority, so 
rival factions fight, pirates and other criminals thrive and ordinary people suffer from drought and famine. 

 
63. Back To The Future In The Philippines 
(SINGAPORE STRAITS TIMES 28 JAN 12) ... Editorial 

When the Philippines evicted the United States from its biggest base in the Pacific two decades ago, there were genuine fears that 
the departure of its steadying hand would create a power vacuum and foment instability in South-east and East Asia. The U.S. 
responded with a “places, not bases” strategy of small and rotational but still significant military deployments. 

 
64. U.S. Armed Forces Wage Campaign To Go Green 
(SINGAPORE STRAITS TIMES 30 JAN 12) ... Michael Richardson 

THIS is not a drill; the United States military is dead serious about being able to fly its combat and cargo planes on jet fuel 
derived from algae and plants, and to power many of its warships on biodiesel from used cooking oil and nonfood-grade animal fats. 

 
65. 5 Myths About China's Power 
(WASHINGTON POST 29 JAN 12) ... Minxin Pei 

As China gains on the world's most advanced economies, the country excites fascination as well as fear - particularly in the 
United States, where many worry that China will supplant America as the 21st century's superpower. 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Service Chiefs Deepen Ties During Fellowship 2012 Exercise 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 30 JAN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Peter D. Lawlor, Chief of Naval Operations Public 
Affairs 

ATLANTIC OCEAN - Chief of Naval Operations Adm. 
Jonathan Greenert and his counterpart, First Sea Lord and 
Royal Navy Chief of Naval Staff Adm. Sir Mark Stanhope, 
went underway together Jan. 26-27 to watch their respective 
navies' newest fast-attack submarines try to out-flank, out-
maneuver and out-wit each other during the Fellowship 2012 
exercise. 

Both naval service chiefs hit the deckplates on board the 
first-in-class HMS Astute (SSN-20) followed by the Virginia-
class USS New Mexico (SSN-779) to tour the spaces and meet 
with each boat's officers and crew. 

As submariners themselves, both top naval officers took a 
keen interest in meeting fellow submariners and seeing how 
the silent service has evolved. The technological advances of 
today's submarine fleet compared to the boats under their 
command years ago marveled Greenert and Stanhope. 

This historic first undersea meeting of the leaders of the 
world's most powerful navies provided a unique opportunity 
for Greenert and Stanhope to see the future of undersea 
superiority in real time. 

Greenert said, "The Fellowship exercise is our 
opportunity to take some of our best warships, the Astute-class 
and our Virginia-class submarines, and in an open setting and 
in a free-play exercise; test them out, test our tactics, our 
techniques and our procedures." 

Several cat-and-mouse war game scenarios were played 
out during the exercise allowing New Mexico and Astute 
submariner's skills to come to fruition as both crews swapped 
from hunter to hunted enabling them to test the full 
capabilities of their boat. 

Greenert said he could think of no greater adversary to 
spar with to truly test each platform. 

"With the Royal Navy getting together with the U.S. 
Navy you have the best out there operating together with 
cutting edge technology and cutting edge tactics and that's 
important for each of us to see what we have and see what 
we're made of and I would never miss this opportunity; not 
while I'm CNO," Greenert said. 

Stanhope concurred with Greenert and pointed out that 
each nation's naval service chief deemed the exercise 
important enough for them to physically be in attendance, 
emphasizing the support each had for their submarine 
programs and in each other as allies. 

"I think what's important here is to recognize the 
importance of what we're achieving," Stanhope said. "Here we 
are on the AUTEC (Atlantic Undersea Test and Evaluation 
Center) range with the best that the United Kingdom can 
deliver to the future in submarining terms and the best that the 
U.S. can deliver to the future in submarining terms; both 
recognizing we need to continue to advance to keep up with 
the challenges the future will undoubtedly bring to us. By 
doing so we undoubtedly demonstrate the huge and deeply 
significant links that we have." 

Stanhope said the strategic partnership between the U.S. 
and the United Kingdom is more than a simple alliance. He 
said the sharing of training resources and responsibilities in 
the form of each nation's newest fleet submarines shows a 
deep sense of confidence and trust. 

Astute's Commanding Officer, Cmdr. Sir Iain 
Breckenridge, was honored to host both service chiefs during 
the Fellowship exercise and equally proud to showcase the 
performance of his boat and crew. 

Breckenridge said the principle reason for running the 
exercise is because Astute is a brand new class of boat and she 
still needs to be operationally tested and proven. 

"The HMS Astute is still very much in trials," 
Breckenridge said. "To have the chance to go up against what 
is a very capable and very proven submarine, the Virginia-
class, USS New Mexico has been really good fun." 

"The great thing about the fellowship exercise is the CNO 
and my First Sea Lord are going to the New Mexico to pretty 
much watch the same sort of runs in close proximity action 
that they saw my team operate here," Breckenridge said. 
"That's one of the key things about Fellowship is that the 
heads of service get a view of what they've seen in one boat, 
they then go see in the next boat and can make a direct 
comparison." 

Return to Index 
 

2. Pay Raise Continue — For Now 
Budget also spares several large programs, pushes deep cuts to future 
(NAVY TIMES 06 FEB 12) ... Andrew Tilghman 

It’s been nearly a year since both Republicans and 
Democrats began talking about slashing the Pentagon’s 
budget. Since then, defense officials have been sounding the 
alarm, fueling angst and speculation of draconian cuts on the 
horizon. 

But when Defense Secretary Leon Panetta released details 
of the 2013 budget and how the Pentagon plans to reduce 
future spending, the plan held few surprises. 

The proposed reductions fell far short of what many 
people — including service members — had feared, and 
pushed some of the more potentially painful changes down the 
road. 

“Let me make clear: Nobody’s pay will be cut,” Panetta 
told reporters Jan. 26 when he unveiled the proposed budget. 

For active-duty troops, pay will continue to increase at the 
same pace as average private-sector wages for at least the next 
two years, including a 1.7 percent bump in 2013. 

But that would change starting in 2015. Pay would 
continue to rise, but at a slower rate than private-sector wages, 
according to the proposal. If approved, it would mark the first 
time since 1998 that the military pay raise did not match or 
exceed average private sector wage growth. 
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The budget also spared some of the Pentagon’s biggest 
programs, like the F-35 Joint Strike Fighter and the Navy’s 
carrier fleet. 

And while the Army and Marine Corps will face 
personnel cuts, both services will remain above their 2001 end 
strengths. 

To be sure, the past decade of massive budget increases is 
coming to an end. And that will be a bitter pill to swallow for 
many in the military community. 

But the long-awaited 2013 budget proposal and the 
spending over the next five years are unlikely to dramatically 
alter the shape of the force or the lives of those in uniform 
today. 

Only The Beginning? 
The budget cuts announced Jan. 26 are designed to reduce 

planned spending over the next decade by about $487 billion, 
a target that Congress agreed to last August. 

The Pentagon has done no planning for additional cuts 
that could kick in next year under so-called sequestration — 
automatic, across-the-board federal budget cuts that are 
required by law if Congress fails to agree on a broader plan to 
reduce federal spending and the national deficit. 

Those cuts total about $1 trillion, and about half would be 
expected to fall on the Pentagon — on top of the $487 billion 
in reductions already planned. Those cuts take effect in 
January 2013 if Congress does not come up with an alternative 
spending reduction plan. 

That would mean taking the defense budget plan just 
unveiled “and lopping off the top of it with a chainsaw,” said 
Adm. James “Sandy” Winnefeld, vice chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs in an editorial board interview with the Military Times 
newspapers. “We would have to start with a fresh sheet of 
paper and write a new strategy.” Even if the Pentagon dodges 
that bullet, the existing plan leaves two key factors unresolved 
— retirement and possible base closures. 

To address mounting calls to scale back the military’s 
generous retirement package, President Obama will urge 
Congress to “establish a commission with authority to conduct 
a comprehensive review of military retirement,” Panetta said. 

The defense secretary sought to reassure current troops — 
and, by extension, current military retirees — that their 
retirement benefits should remain intact. 

“The retirement benefits of those who currently serve will 
be protected by grandfathering their benefits,” Panetta said. 

Obama will also ask Congress to resume the base closure 
and realignment process to identify excess military 
installations. But the potential scope of any new round of base 
closures is wholly unclear. 

Questions about retirement and base closures are unlikely 
to be resolved before the presidential election in November. 

One important battle on Capitol Hill this year may 
involve health care for military retirees. The new budget aims 
to save money by upping enrollment fees, co-pays and 
deductibles for working-age retirees, or those under 65. DoD 
also wants to install a new enrollment fee for retirees over 65 
in the Tricare for Life program. 

In the past, changes in retiree health care benefits have 
proven to be a tough sell with Congress, and that battle may be 
a bellwether for the larger military budget battles to come. 

“This will be a test of whether reducing the deficit is 
about talk or about action,” Panetta told reporters at the 
Pentagon. 

Winners And Losers 
The cuts envisioned in the Pentagon plan were not doled 

out equally among the services, as has often been the case in 
past budgets. The plan also reflects an overall strategic shift 
toward Asia and away from long-term stability operations like 
those in Iraq and Afghanistan. 

“We made a very conscious decision ... that we were not 
going to do what the department traditionally has done at a 
time when we are drawing down, and that is hand out 
proportional cuts to the services — tell the services, ‘What do 
you not love anymore? Bring it to us, and we’ll try to create a 
strategy out of the ashes of that,’ ” Winnefeld said. 

“The Air Force and the Navy probably did a little bit 
better proportionally, financially,” he said. “My sense is that 
those proportions are probably not very far off from where we 
were in 2001.” The active Army would be slashed by an 
additional 30,000 troops beyond previously announced plans, 
down to 490,000 by 2017. That will bring the Army back to 
about the same level as 2001 after the force swelled to a peak 
of 570,000 soldiers in response to the wars in Afghanistan and 
Iraq. 

The budget also calls for the Marine Corps to fall to 
182,000 active-duty members, down from a peak of 202,000 
but still higher than the roughly 172,000 Marines in the Corps 
in 2001. 

“While the U.S. does not anticipate engaging in 
prolonged, large scale stability operations — requiring a large 
rotational force — in the near- to mid-term, we cannot rule out 
that possibility,” according to a briefing prepared by the 
Pentagon. 

To keep the force flexible and capable of ramping up if 
needed, the Pentagon will not significantly reduce National 
Guard and Reserve forces. 

Moreover, the Army and Marine Corps will retain a 
higher percentage of midgrade officers and senior 
noncommissioned officers to provide leadership if a rapid 
expansion of the force is required in the future. 

The Air Force might be cited as a winner in the plan, 
since the budget specifically seeks to protect the joint strike 
fighter, a new bomber and refueling tanker. Nevertheless, the 
proposal calls for eliminating one active-duty squadron of F-
15s and six tactical air squadrons from the Air Guard and Air 
Force Reserve. 

The Navy will send seven cruisers into early retirement, 
along with two small-deck amphibious ships. 

The Pentagon will retain its nuclear triad — the three-
pronged arsenal of land-based missiles, ballistic-missile 
submarines and weapons delivered by Air Force bombers. 

However, officials said the Navy’s next-generation 
ballistic submarine can be delayed for two years “without 
harming the survivability of our nuclear deterrent.” 

By The Numbers 
While the Pentagon prepared its budget under a 

requirement from Congress that it reduce planned spending 
over the next decade by about $487 billion, DoD translated 
that into an overall reduction of $259 billion in its spending 
plan for 2013 to 2017. 

The Pentagon request for 2013 totals $525 billion for a 
base budget and $88.4 billion to fund the war in Afghanistan. 
That’s down about $53 billion, or about 8 percent, from the 
2012 request of a $531 billion base budget and $135 billion 
for overseas operations. 
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The base budget is slated to rise back to $567 billion by 
2017 — which some experts are already saying is unrealistic. 

“Defense budgets will come down deeper than the 
secretary thinks,” Gordon Adams, a professor at American 
University who worked with Panetta in the Clinton 
administration, wrote in a blog post for the Stimson Center 
think tank. 

The long-term budget trajectory in the new plan is 
“unrealistically high,” Adams wrote. “Trimming (and it is 
‘trimming’) $487 billion from a large defense plan over the 
next decade leaves Pentagon planners with the unrealistic 
expectation that after the current and next year, budget growth 
will return.” 

Return to Index 
 

3. Elite Frogmen Muster In Va. Beach As SEALs Turns 50 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 28 JAN 12) ... Kate Wiltrout 

Members of one of the military's most elite clubs gathered 
Friday to celebrate the 50th anniversary of the U.S. Navy 
SEALs, established by President John F. Kennedy in 1962. 

Outsiders might expect a roomful of current and former 
SEALs - or frogmen, as they call themselves - to be full of 
boasts and bravado. After all, this is the organization that took 
down Osama bin Laden, killed the pirates holding an 
American ship captain hostage in a tiny lifeboat and - just this 
week - rescued an American aid worker from her captors in 
the Somali desert. 

But the 150 SEALs of past and present who came 
together Friday at Joint Expeditionary Base Little Creek did 
nothing of the sort. 

"I do not advertise the nature of my work, nor seek 
recognition for my actions," reads a line in the SEAL creed, 
which was recited by four active-duty SEALs. 

Instead, with a mixture of pride and humility that defines 
their community, guests paid homage to the storied 
institution's modest roots. 

Retired Capt. Rick Woolard described how SEAL Team 
1, in California, and SEAL Team 2, at Little Creek, were 
established in January 1962 with a shoestring budget and a 
few dozen handpicked Sailors. 

"The page was blank," Woolard said. "Now SEALs are 
respected and known as one of the most effective fighting 
forces ever. But SEAL history was not predestined, it was 
made. It was made in Vietnam, Grenada, Panama, Iraq, 
Afghanistan, Somalia and a hundred other garden spots on 
operations that most people will never hear about." 

It turned out so well, Woolard said, because the original 
members were so committed, and they trained their successors 
so well - a legacy that continues today, he said. 

The celebration included a dozen "plankowners" - original 
members of SEAL Teams 1 and 2, most of them now in their 
70s. 

One of them, Master Chief Petty Officer Rudy Boesch of 
Virginia Beach, addressed the crowd at the SEAL Heritage 
Center. 

Boesch has long been famous in naval special warfare 
circles: he spent 45 years in the Navy and until his retirement 
in 1990, was the longest-serving SEAL on active duty. Ten 
years later, after starring in the reality TV show "Survivor," 
his fame widened. Boesch mentioned SEAL Team 2 being 

involved in "some of what was going on in Cuba" around the 
time of the missile crisis. "I think some of that stuff is still 
classified, so I won't mention it," he added quickly, to 
chuckles from the crowd. 

Many of the former SEALs said they are still close to the 
men with whom they survived BUD/S - basic underwater 
demolition/SEAL training. 

Philip King went through that training 48 years ago. He 
spent six years on active duty before embarking on a career 
with the FBI. Now 70, he serves as sergeant at arms for the 
North Carolina Senate. 

"I've never had better friends," he said of his SEAL 
classmates. 

His class started out with 120 students; 18 of them 
graduated and became SEALs. Two have since died, King 
said. As for the other 16? "I know where all of them are right 
now," he said, and he's in touch with most of them - weekly, 
through email, and annually, at a reunion in Virginia Beach. 

Amir Pishdad traveled from San Diego for the 
celebration. Pishdad, who retired in 1996, said teamwork is 
the key to SEALs' success. 

"None of us can do it alone - it's a team effort," he said. 
"That's what makes it so special. This is like a marriage. It's a 
lifetime commitment." 

Jim "Patches" Watson, a retired SEAL senior chief and 
original member of SEAL Team 2, said early commandos 
were sent to just about every type of training the military had 
to offer. He attended 25 training schools, everything from 
karate to jujitsu to nuclear weapons to how to survive as a 
POW. 

He did three tours as a SEAL in Vietnam. 
"There were times I didn't think I'd live another five 

seconds," he said. 
Hershel Davis, a 70-year-old retired SEAL command 

master chief who retired in 1993, acknowledges he thrived on 
the adrenaline while deployed to Vietnam, Lebanon and 
Panama. 

"The highlight is combat, being in harm's way," he said. 
Petty Officer 1st Class Jason D., a SEAL based at Little 

Creek, enjoyed the chance to meet his predecessors. He was 
struck by how similar they are to his teammates today. 

"In here and here," he said, gesturing to his head and his 
heart, "we're pretty much all the same dude." 

Return to Index 
 

4. New Floating Base Ships Coming For U.S. Navy 
(DEFENSE NEWS 27 JAN 12) ... Christopher P. Cavas 

Decades after the idea was broached for a floating, mobile 
base to support operating forces in the Persian Gulf, the 
concept has suddenly shifted into high gear, and a sense of 

urgency is driving both new U.S. ship construction and 
conversion of an existing vessel. 

A new Afloat Forward Staging Base (AFSB) is mentioned 
almost in passing within the Pentagon budget briefing 
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document made public Jan. 26. Development funding will be 
provided, the document said, for a new AFSB “that can be 
dedicated to support missions in areas where ground-based 
access is not available, such as countermine operations.” 

Elsewhere, under “industrial base skills,” the documents 
noted that, “for example, adding the afloat forward staging 
base addresses urgent operational shortfalls and will help 
sustain the shipbuilding industry in the near-term and mitigate 
the impact of reducing ship procurement in the” budget. 

What is all this verbiage code for? 
“This fulfills a long-standing requirement from U.S. 

Central Command (CENTCOM), going back to the Tanker 
Wars of the late 1980s,” said Capt. Chris Sims, a spokesman 
for U.S. Fleet Forces Command in Norfolk, Va. 

Sims was referring specifically to a recent decision to 
modify the amphibious transport dock ship Ponce — which 
had been scheduled to be decommissioned March 30 — into 
an interim AFSB able to support minesweeping MH-53E Sea 
Dragon helicopters. 

The ship will be operated jointly by active-duty Navy 
officers and Sailors, and by government civilian mariners 
employed by Military Sealift Command (MSC) — a hybrid 
crew similar to those used on the Navy’s two submarine 
tenders and the command ship Mount Whitney. 

Beyond the conversion, though, the Navy now plans to 
build at least one, and possibly two, AFSBs. 

U.S. Navy officials would not publicly confirm the new 
construction, but sources confirmed the service plans to 
modify the Mobile Landing Platform (MLP) design to take on 
the AFSB role. 

Three MLPs have been funded for construction at the 
General Dynamics National Steel and Shipbuilding 

(NASSCO) shipyard in San Diego. The ships are large, 765-
foot-long vessels able to float off small landing craft, tugs or 
barges. 

For the AFSB role, a fourth MLP hull would be modified 
with several decks, including a hangar, topped by a large flight 
deck able to operate the heavy H-53s in the airborne mine 
countermeasures role. 

But the AFSB will also be able to carry Marines, support 
patrol and special operations craft, and fuel and arm other 
helicopters. 

The ship is expected to be requested in 2014. 
Sources also said the Navy might be considering 

modifying the third MLP to the AFSB mission. Construction 
of that ship, funded in the 2012 defense bill, is being 
negotiated between NASSCO and the Navy. 

Conversion of the Ponce, meanwhile, is proceeding with 
alacrity. MSC issued requests for proposal (RFPs) on Jan. 24 
to upgrade and refit the ship. Bids are to be submitted by Feb. 
3, with work to begin in mid-month. The RFPs state that sea 
trials are to be carried out in mid-April. 

The work includes upgrading the ship’s navigation 
systems, bringing habitability up to MSC standards and 
general refurbishment. No flight modifications are planned at 
this time, said MSC spokesman Tim Boulay. 

Fleet Forces Command also has begun solicitations for 50 
Navy personnel to help man the ship in its special mission 
role. 

The Ponce had returned to Norfolk from its final cruise 
Dec. 2, and crewmembers had already begun the inactivation 
process when the order came down to keep the ship running. 

Use of the ship, Sims said, was “seen as an opportunity to 
fulfill that longstanding CENTCOM request.” 
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CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
5. Bold Alligator 2012 Area Of Interest And Planning Update 
(YOUTUBE 28 JAN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Aaron Chase U.S. Navy 

Bold Alligator 2012 2nd Marine Division Operations 
Officer Col. Ty McCarthy talks about the planning process 
prior to the kick off of the exercise. 

Bold Alligator is the largest naval amphibious exercise in 
the past 10 years and represents the Navy and Marine Corps' 
revitalization of the full range of amphibious operations. The 

exercise focuses on today's fight with today's forces, while 
showcasing the advantages of seabasing. The exercise will 
take place Jan. 30 through Feb. 12, 2012 afloat and ashore in 
and around Virginia and North Carolina. 

View Clip (RT: 3:16) 
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6. Japan-U.S. Alliance To Rise In Prominence As U.S. Shifts Strategy 
Interview with Admiral Robert F. Willard: 
(ASAHI SHIMBUN 28 JAN 12) ... Yoichi Kato 

HONOLULU--The Japan-U.S. alliance will rise in 
prominence as Washington shifts its strategic focus to the 
Asia-Pacific region, Adm. Robert F. Willard, commander of 
U.S. Pacific Command, said in a recent interview with a 
delegation of Japan National Press Club in Honolulu. 

He described the buildup of China's military capabilities 
as "impressive to watch" and stressed the importance of 
developing technologies and TTPs (tactics, techniques and 
procedures) to overcome challenges to freedom of actions in 
the global commons. 

He also warned that "North Korea is the most urgent 
threat in the Asia-Pacific region," and pointed out that the 

United States continues to be prepared for "any untoward 
events that could occur in the future." 

The opening statement by Adm. Willard and excerpts of 
the interview follow. 

Adm. Willard: I would begin by reaffirming the strength 
of the United States-Japan alliance. I would also comment 
that, in the Northeast Asian region, our alliance with Korea 
continues to be very strong, and we continue to pursue a 
stronger trilateral relationship between the United States, 
Japan and South Korea. And, under the circumstances in 
North Korea with succession now having occurred, the 
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rationale for a stronger security relationship between our three 
nations remains very important. 

We regard many of the coercive activities in the past by 
North Korea, from nuclearization to wartime deterrent, to 
provocations and proliferation, to be our most urgent threat in 
the region, and I think it's very important that we continue to 
be vigilant where North Korea is concerned, especially at this 
less-certain time, following the death of Kim Jong Il and the 
assumption of power of Kim Jong Un. 

We have, still, a major challenge in our relationship with 
the People's Republic of China. It is broad, including very 
meaningful and deep engagement between our two countries, 
where economies are concerned, and across many of our 
civilian agencies. At the same time, the military-to-military 
relationship, while progressing at a level of strategic 
discussion, continues to be a challenge area that we are 
endeavoring to improve. 

We remain somewhat uncertain in the region with regard 
to China's future intent, and I know that our partners and allies 
in the region feel the same. So, we regard the People's 
Republic of China and the responsibility to manage this 
relationship properly and advance it to the point where the 
United States and China coexist in the region peacefully and 
are both constructive partners with and in the region, and 
China no longer creates uncertainty among our allies and 
partners in the region. 

The alliances, themselves, are a very important factor to 
us. The alliance with Japan, the alliance with Korea, our other 
alliances in the region, with the Philippines, Thailand and 
Australia, are all very important to us, and we believe are very 
important to the overall security and stability of the Asia-
Pacific region, and many partnerships that Japan is fostering 
and that the United States is fostering, with the likes of India, 
Indonesia, Singapore, Malaysia, Vietnam and many others. 

We all continue to contend with transnational threats. 
These are threats of narcotic trafficking, human trafficking, 
proliferation efforts, organized crime, and many examples of 
natural disaster. Piracy remains a challenge in the Asia-Pacific 
region. So, when we accumulate all of the transnational 
challenges in addition to terror, that we all face, this is 
something that the strength of those alliances and partnerships, 
I think, help to mitigate. 

The global commons have become particular acute and 
important to us, particularly as it relates to maritime security 
in the South China Sea region, the cyberspace commons area 
in terms of its defense and protection, and then, in the near 
future, space as well will become a challenge area. So, I think 
these are important discussion topics between ourselves and 
our Japanese military colleagues and important discussion 
topics throughout the globe. 

Question: How do you assess the impact of the death 
of Kim Jong Il on the strategic environment in the Asia- 
Pacific? 

Answer: I think the death of Kim Jong Il occurred very 
suddenly and it occurred on a quicker timeline than many of 
us, many of the international community, expected. And, it 
raises a level of uncertainty with regard to how long Kim Jong 
Un has been prepared for succession. 

The entire international community, including the United 
States and U.S. Pacific Command, continues to observe 
unfolding events in North Korea very carefully. The mourning 
period is past. We are continuing to monitor the 

commencement of their normal winter training cycle. The fact 
that there is a new leader in charge of North Korea brings into 
perspective the level of uncertainty regarding the past coercive 
strategy of that state and what the likely outcome of this 
succession could be in that regard. 

Whether in the area of nuclearization and the missile tests 
that go with it, or in the area of conventional provocation such 
as we experienced last year, or in the area of proliferation, of 
which North Korea has been problematic in the past, we await 
to see what the new leadership in Pyongyang is likely to take 
up in terms of the strategies of his father. We would be 
hopeful that, in the best case, North Korea would change its 
trajectory and attempt to operate more regularly within the 
international order in Northeast Asia. In the worst case, we 
prepare ourselves for any uncertainties, and North Korea, in 
the past, has always, certainly, required that of us, and we 
continue to be prepared for any untoward events that could 
occur in the future. 

Q: What is your view on the current status of China's 
"anti-access, area-denial (A2/AD)" capability? 

A: The People's Republic of China continues to grow 
their military capabilities in all areas. It's been impressive to 
watch. It will, I'm sure, continue to advance, and it's 
something that we're all paying very close attention to. 

Q: Japan has recently decided to procure the F-35 as 
the next fighter aircraft. What is the significance of that 
decision? 

A: Well, I think, first and probably fundamentally, we're 
very pleased with the decision by Japan to procure F- 35s. For 
many, many decades, we have had the luxury of working 
alongside one another with military equipment that is 
interoperable and enables us to grow our military relationship 
very effectively. We pride ourselves in being highly 
interoperable with the Japanese defense forces, and I think 
these decisions will assist us in continuing to do that. 

Q: There have been several strategy-related initiatives 
announced by the U.S. government, starting with the 
stand-up of the Air-Sea Battle Office last November, and 
the rollout of Joint Operational Access Concept. And just 
recently, we had the release of a new defense strategic 
guidance by President Obama. Can you tell us, putting 
everything altogether, what it means to the Asia- Pacific 
and Japan? 

A: (By "defense strategic guidance") you are referring to 
"Sustaining U.S. Global Leadership: Priorities for 21st 
Century Defense"? 

Q: Yes. 
A: We think this was very timely, as it represents a 

transition period that the United States finds itself in, as we are 
gradually coming away from two wars and, consequently, 
drawing down the military buildup that occurred over the past 
decade, and it's time to reassess the global security 
environment and adjust to it. Both the president and Secretary 
of Defense Panetta articulated a shift that will occur from the 
current war environment that we've found ourselves in for the 
past decade, to prominence of the Asia-Pacific theater. 

I think the importance of the Asia-Pacific theater, both 
from an economic standpoint, insofar as the globe and global 
economy is concerned, and from a strategic standpoint in 
terms of the confluence of challenges that it faces, rightly call 
for that shift to emphasis on the Asia-Pacific, now, in the 21st 
century. 
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At the same time, as you read the document, you'll see 
that it attempts to balance the perspective of the global 
security environment and establish priorities for the United 
States as it relates to that existing security environment, and 
what we project to be the future security environment through 
about 2020. 

So, for example, the need to continue to deal with violent 
extremist organizations globally, the need to continue to be 
vigilant in the Middle East and deal with challenges such as 
Iran, are called out in the strategy as other priorities for the 
United States. 

It also emphasizes the importance of alliances and 
partnerships, globally. And I think the Japan-U.S. alliance, 
especially as we shift focus to the Asia-Pacific region, rises in 
prominence. 

The document also calls out the importance of the 
evolution that we've seen in technologies that have been 
developed to deny areas to freedom of access, for militaries 
and for others. 

And, you mentioned the emphasis that the United States 
placed last year on Air-Sea Battle and the idea of an office that 
is very specific to recognizing where in the world the 
challenges to freedom of action in the global commons exist. 
It's not just in the Asia-Pacific, but also elsewhere in the 
world. It is important that we know where those challenges are 
and that we develop both the technologies and the tactics, 
techniques and procedures (TTPs), to overcome them. 

All of our military initiatives and many of our military 
technologies are part of our alliance arrangements between the 
United States and Japan. So, I would anticipate that, as we 
evolve capabilities in the Asia- Pacific region, the Japan-U.S. 
alliance will benefit from that. And I think the F-35 is a good 
example. 

Q: How can you strengthen or even maintain the 
present presence in this region with such a huge defense 
spending cut coming up? What do you want Japan to do in 
the future in this new strategy? 

A: I'll answer your last question first. Continue to be the 
great ally that Japan has been, and we are assured (Japan) will 
continue to be. 

In terms of the budget environment that we find ourselves 
in, unquestionably it's challenging for the United States, and 
there is a very sizable Defense Department budget cut that's in 
the offing. I would offer a couple of observations. One, that is 
not unusual, following the conclusion of a decade of war. So, 
as we see the U.S. defense budget coming down following 
what has been a very generous budget that has enabled us to 
remain engaged in the Middle East, I think that's to be 
expected. In my career, after every war, the Defense 
Department generally downsizes and sheds itself of the 
additional troops and equipage that it has accrued as a 
consequence of those wars. 

In this instance, other economic challenges face the U.S. 
as well, and so the likelihood that there will be increased 
pressure on the defense budget exists. Hence, the development 
of a strategy that attempts to prioritize the regions of the world 
and the challenges in the world that are of greatest importance 
to the United States. And what it's to say is that the globe, 
from a security standpoint, given the external focus of the 
United States military and its spread across all the regions of 
the world, that not all the regions of the world can be treated 

exactly equally, and that we will be made to bias our forces 
where it's most important to do so. 

So, I think you are seeing the confluence of a postwar 
effort to right-size our military, as well as to prioritize where 
the military should be emplaced in order to maximize the 
security that we're able to provide, from a global standpoint. 

All of the U.S. combatant commanders, including myself, 
participated in the effort to develop the new strategy and to 
reach consensus on the priorities that it tends to reflect. We 
spent time, both with Secretary Panetta on multiple occasions 
and with the president of the United States as well, discussing 
this strategic framework, and we think that it is the right 
approach for the Department of Defense, given all of the 
circumstances, both the economic environment we find 
ourselves in, postwar, and the security challenges around the 
world. 

Q: What are the lessons learned from the operation 
Tomodachi, especially in terms of the operational 
cooperation and coordination with Japan's Self-Defense 
Forces? 

A: Our hearts continue to go out to the people of Japan in 
northern Honshu that were affected by the tremendous 
confluence of disasters that occurred there. We were pleased 
to play the part that we did in assisting the Japanese defense 
forces. The complexity of the disaster, and especially the 
nuclear accidents at Fukushima Daiichi, resulted in many 
lessons learned that came away from this. First, we did learn 
that we remain very compatible with our Japanese defense 
force partners in our ability to coordinate our activities. 

But at the same time, we discovered areas in which 
information flow, information exchange, could be enhanced. 

Q: What kind of information do you have in mind? 
A: Mainly the complex amount of information associated 

with the radiological situation that we found ourselves in. So, 
the combination of sensors that we used and our ability to 
display that information, and our ability to exchange that 
information among experts was all rolled up in our lessons 
learned. Given the scope of the disaster, I think that, by and 
large, we did well, but certainly not without some 
improvements that we'll need to make in the future. 

Q: Do you think the current plan for the relocation of 
the Marine Corps Air Station Futenma in Okinawa is still 
feasible, and worth pursuing, given the political difficulties 
both in Japan and the United States? 

A: Let me begin by reviewing for all of us that the 
Futenma Replacement Facility (FRF) issue has been a 
dialogue between the United States and Japan for 20 years, 
and it happened that it became one of the items in the 2006 
agreement between our nations that was one of 19 initiatives 
associated with the Defense Planning Review Initiative. After 
20 years, we think that the plan that has resulted for FRF 
remains viable. It will take both political will and initiative on 
the part of the government in Okinawa to complete the landfill 
agreement and to proceed with the necessary construction for 
the FRF. 

Both of us agree that Futenma replacement is necessary 
and that the urbanization that has occurred around Futenma 
now remains problematic. That said, we've gone through a 
period of years now with little or no investment in Futenma's 
infrastructure. So, if anything were to occur that would delay 
the FRF, then I think the necessity to keep Futenma a viable 
airfield becomes an important issue that will need to be 
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discussed. The longer that we delay the FRF, the more 
impacting it becomes that the necessary infrastructure 

investments are not being made to improve Futenma as it 
stands today. 
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7. Historical All Female Flight Takes Place Aboard USS Carl Vinson 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 27 JAN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Rosa A. Arzola, USS Carl Vinson Public Affairs 

USS CARL VINSON, At Sea -- Five "Tigertails" of 
Carrier Airborne Early Warning Squadron One Two Five 
(VAW-125), embarked aboard the Nimitz-class aircraft carrier 
USS Carl Vinson (CVN 70) as part of Carrier Air Wing 
Seventeen (CVW-17), flew an historic flight on Jan. 25 when 
they participated in the Navy's first all-female E-2C Hawkeye 
combat mission. 

Carrier Aircraft Plane Commander Lt. Cmdr. Tara Refo, 
Mission Commander Lt. Cmdr. Brandy Jackson, Second Pilot 
Lt. Ashley Ruic, Air Control Officer Lt. Nydia Driver, and 
Radar Operator Lt. j. g. Ashley Ellison flew an E-2C 
Hawkeye- the Navy's all-weather, carrier-based tactical battle 
management airborne early warning and command and control 
aircraft. The aircraft was also manned up by multiple female 
maintainers including Aviation Machinist's Mate 3rd Class 
LaTasha Lawrence, Aviation Machinist's Mate 1st Class 
Farzana Lively, Aviation Structural Mechanic (Equipment) 
2nd Class Ana Wilson, Aviation Structural Mechanic Airman 
Denise Birchfield, and Aviation Machinist's Mate 3rd Class 
Racheal Watson who ensured the safe launch and recovery. 

"I have only had the opportunity to fly with one other 
female pilot," Ruic said. "It is nice to be a part of history, not 
just because we are females, but because we are also close 
friends. It was a unique experience." 

Ellison added, "We got the mission accomplished and had 
fun at the same time. It was a flight I will never forget." 

"Since April 2011, when Ellison checked on board as the 
fifth female in the squadron, we have been attempting to 

organize the all-female combat mission flight. Due to 
operational constraints, it had not been possible until now," 
stated Jackson, the squadron's operations officer. 

The Tigertails are one of twelve active-duty VAW 
squadrons in the Navy. Eleven are carrier-based, but as Driver 
explained, VAW-125 is the only fleet Hawkeye squadron with 
enough females to fill a complete flight crew. 

The number of female Hawkeye pilots in the fleet is still 
small, sitting at less than 5 percent, but the number of female 
naval flight officers appears to be growing, Refo noted. 
"During my junior officer tour from 2003 to 2006, I was the 
first female officer and only female pilot in my squadron," she 
said. "Now having five women in the same squadron with 
varying rank and experience, it is gratifying to witness the 
progression of women in the community." 

The opportunities opened up by women aviators like 
Capt. Sarah Joyner, the first female deputy carrier air wing 
commander, and Cmdr. Val Overstreet, the first female VAW 
commanding officer, have allowed many females to pursue 
their dreams with no limitations. 

After the flight, Jackson expressed interest in repeating 
this event should the opportunity arise. "We are getting a new 
female naval flight officer soon, and we can't wait for her to 
join us as we continue to make history as naval aviators," 
Ellison commented. 

Carl Vinson and CVW-17 are conducting maritime 
theater security operations in the U.S. 5th Fleet area of 
responsibility. 
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8. Obama’s Lean, Mean SEAL Machine 
The rescue of two aid workers in Somalia and the president’s bold, new strategy. 
(NEWSWEEK 06 FEB 12) ... Daniel Klaidman 

Early last week, dozens of U.S. national-security officials 
received a set of classified PowerPoint slides. In October, 
Somali outlaws had taken two humanitarian-relief workers 
hostage, including an American woman, and now U.S. 
commandos were preparing to launch a rescue mission. 

Officials in Washington were scheduled to review the 
operation by secure video conference on Tuesday morning. 
But then word came that the secret meeting was being pushed 
up to late in the day on Monday. Why the urgency? There 
were growing concerns about the rapidly deteriorating health 
of Jessica Buchanan, the American aid worker. U.S. 
intelligence knew, for example, that her captors were not 
giving her the antibiotics needed to treat a medical condition 
she had. But military sources tell Newsweek that it was a 
separate piece of intelligence that made them decide to move 
quickly: something they could see. Using sophisticated 
surveillance techniques, possibly a drone, they were able to 
peer into the compound where the hostages were being held. 
They saw Buchanan doubled over in pain, according to two 
military sources briefed on the matter. 

There was little time to lose. Late Monday evening, 
President Obama signed off on the operation, and hours later 
about two dozen Navy SEALs parachuted into the predawn 

darkness of the Somali hinterland. Once on the ground, they 
hiked for nearly two miles, then burst into the Somalis’ 
encampment, killed all nine captors, and freed the hostages. 
There were no casualties among the SEALs. “They hit all their 
marks,” says one senior administration official. “It was the 
stuff of Entebbe.” 

The Somali raid, for all of its Hollywood drama, is only 
one of hundreds of daring missions conducted by elite U.S. 
commandos in recent years. Navy SEALs and other special 
operators, with the encouragement of President Obama, have 
become a primary weapon in “denied areas” like Pakistan, 
Yemen, and Somalia. Their ability to go after terrorists, 
pirates, or other criminals with stealth, precision, and lethal 
force is in line with Obama’s basic approach to the shadow 
wars. From the earliest days of his administration he began 
pushing his generals to pursue missions that were surgical and 
narrowly tailored to clearly defined objectives -- whether 
rescuing hostages or protecting well-defined American 
interests. What he did not want to do was open up new fronts 
in the war on terror or get drawn into fighting local 
insurgencies around the world. 

Obama was elected, in part, on a promise to wind down 
the wars of 9/11, to reduce America’s global footprint, and to 
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refocus national energies on challenges at home and core 
interests abroad. But when he took office, he inherited a 
military molded by President George W. Bush, Dick Cheney, 
and Donald Rumsfeld that was still very much on the 
offensive. The generals were itching to take the fight to 
Somalia, for instance -- a desperately poor, chaotic country 
that was home to an emerging al Qaeda affiliate. They saw 
Somalia as a time bomb -- the next Afghanistan -- and wanted 
to take action before it was too late. But Obama was wary. “Is 
it AQ focused?” he often asked when the military briefed him 
on proposed “kinetic” operations. He wanted to know if the 
militants in Somalia were all terrorists bent on killing 
Americans. Several times, he pushed back against Pentagon 
proposals to launch broad-based bombing attacks -- so-called 
signature strikes -- on suspected Islamist radicals and their 
encampments in southern Somalia. He has done the same 
thing in Yemen, where a particularly dangerous al Qaeda 
affiliate has plotted attacks against the American homeland. 

Militant groups like al Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula in 
Yemen and Al-Shabab in Somalia are clearly terrorist 
organizations. But they are also insurgencies, with tribal or 
clan elements that are largely preoccupied with a local agenda 
rather than attacking Western or American interests. Obama 
has wanted to use a scalpel in going after the militants rather 
than a hammer, in the metaphor often used by John Brennan, 
his chief counterterrorism adviser. Sometimes he will 
personally dial back the list of targets if he’s not convinced 
they are sufficiently tied to his larger objectives. In the 
summer of 2011 Obama brushed back a general in a Situation 
Room meeting who had casually referred to the military’s 
“campaign” in Yemen. There was no campaign, the president 

instructed him. We were not at war in Yemen. We would take 
action there if and when there was a demonstrable threat to the 
security of the American people. 

That doesn’t mean that surgical operations are always 
“clean.” Administration officials insist they take great pains to 
avoid civilian casualties: the use of drones, for example, with 
their ability to linger over targets for hours or even days, 
causes relatively few civilian deaths compared with other 
aerial bombardments. But the fog of war can’t be lifted 
completely. At the end of the day, the military and CIA often 
rely on human intelligence, which is imperfect, to identify 
targets. People make mistakes, and sometimes women and 
children are killed. In some instances in Pakistan or Yemen, 
the Americans have been set up by duplicitous allies who have 
fed them bad intel as a way of eliminating their rivals. 

Still, Obama hasn’t flinched when faced with a clear and 
narrow objective and the military means to achieve it. In April 
2009 Somali pirates hijacked the Maersk Alabama, a cargo 
ship sailing under an American flag, in the Indian Ocean. 
They took the captain hostage, holding him on the Maersk 
Alabama’s lifeboat. Obama authorized a risky commando 
operation to free him. It unfolded on Easter Sunday with the 
president monitoring the harrowing events in real time. Navy 
SEALs had laid a trap on the water, but the pirates managed to 
get around it. Snipers were positioned on the fantail of a 
nearby ship, but it was difficult to get a clean shot on the 
bobbing lifeboat. In the end, the snipers fired three shots and 
took out all three pirates. For Obama, it was an early 
experience with the elite elements of the Joint Special 
Operations Command, sometimes called the president’s secret 
army. But it would not be the last. 

Return to Index 
 

9. Seized Pirates In High-Seas Legal Limbo, With No Formula For Trials 
(NEW YORK TIMES 28 JAN 12) ... C. J. Chivers 

Earlier this month off the coast of Pakistan, 15 Somali 
pirates held aboard the aircraft carrier John C. Stennis were 
loaded onto a helicopter and flown to a newly arrived carrier 
nearby, the Carl Vinson. 

The pirates had been captured by yet another American 
warship on Jan. 5, taken from an Iranian dhow they had used 
as a high-seas base to attack passing merchant ships. Now the 
Stennis was departing the North Arabian Sea, and it could not 
keep its prisoners. Wearing leg irons, they were transferred 
from floating brig to floating brig. 

Behold a seam in international law enforcement, and a 
case of high-seas legal limbo. 

The many navies involved in counterpiracy patrols off 
Africa’s northeastern shore have learned the pirates’ habits 
and sharpened interdiction efforts. Hijackings have declined 
sharply in the past year. But where interdiction ends, an 
enduring problem begins: what to do with the pirates that 
foreign ships detain? 

Vessels from several navies collaborating on 
counterpiracy are holding a total of 71 captured pirates, 
according to Vice Adm. Mark I. Fox, commander of the 
United States Navy’s Fifth Fleet. No system has been 
developed for prosecuting their cases. 

“There is not a repeatable international process to bring 
them to justice,” Admiral Fox said, in a recent interview in 
Bahrain. “We lack a practical and reliable legal finish.” 

In previous cases, the Navy has at times resorted to 
putting captured pirates in life jackets and ferrying them in 
small boats into the Somali surf, where they hop out and wade 
to shore. (These releases have been videotaped, Sailors said, 
as evidence that the prisoners were healthy and freed safely.) 

No one — except perhaps the pirates — has found that 
outcome satisfying, and the State Department insists that this 
will no longer be an acceptable resolution. Newly detained 
pirates, according to a senior State Department official, will 
face trial. 

The many possible permutations for prosecuting the 15 
pirates now locked up in the Vinson almost perfectly capture 
the puzzle surrounding such cases. 

The pirates are Somali. They attacked the motor vessel 
Sunshine, which is Greek-owned but operates under a 
Bahaman flag. They were detained in international waters, but 
in the so-called exclusive economic zone of Oman. And they 
had commandeered an Iranian fishing vessel and held the crew 
hostage for more than a month. 

The Navy took the pirates into custody. But the former 
hostages returned to Iran, and the Sunshine simply steamed 
on, over the horizon and out of sight. 

So which country should take the case? And how would it 
hold the pirates before trial, collect evidence, and arrange for 
foreign witnesses and foreign investigators to testify? 

A few nations, including the Seychelles, have entered 
nonbinding memorandums of understanding that some 
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American officials believe could clear a path for them to hear 
high-seas piracy cases. But the agreements have not proved 
robust, available prison systems can be small or strained, and 
the backlog of captured pirates must await venues. 

Discussions about where are under way with several 
possible countries. 

“We’re still searching for an appropriate venue for 
prosecution, but we are committed to bringing these pirates to 
justice,” said an assistant secretary of state, Andrew J. 
Shapiro. He added that Secretary of State Hillary Rodham 
Clinton “has made clear that she is not happy with the practice 
of catch and release.” 

The pirates’ victims have shared that sentiment. Mahmed 
Younes, captain of the Iranian fishing vessel, was held hostage 
by the 15 pirates from November to early January. He said it 
was the second time in recent years that he had been taken 
captive by Somali pirates in the North Arabian Sea. 

“The punishment should be for the crime,” Captain 
Younes said, in an interview at sea soon after being freed. 
“They should be taken to court and tried. At any cost they 
should not be let go, because if you let them go they will come 
back stronger and harass more people.” 

He added, “Every time these navies’ countries let them 
go, the pirates just laugh at that.” 

The reasons that cases languish vary from an absence of 
bureaucratic capacity in countries in the region affected by 
piracy to concerns about costs. International politics also play 
a role. 

American officials said that in pursuing prosecution for 
the group of 15 pirates, for example, the United States had 
asked several countries to consider taking the cases, but not 
the most obvious venue — Iran. The tensions between 
Washington and Tehran have precluded such dialogue. 

The legal questions persist even as counterpiracy 
measures show gains. In recent years, Somali pirates have 
typically held 15 or 16 vessels at a time, while negotiating 
ransoms for their release. Early last year they held a high of 32 
vessels. But as the vessels have been ransomed, fewer have 
been captured. 

As of this month, pirates hold six ships — the lowest 
number in years, Admiral Fox said. 

The Navy credited the increased presence of ships from 
NATO and the European Union, as well as the actions of 
independent participants, including India. 

It also said that merchant vessels were more often sailing 
with armed security teams. “No vessel with an on-board 
security team has been hijacked,” a State Department official 
said. 

Admiral Fox and Mr. Shapiro agreed that whatever the 
venue for the current high-profile case, a longer-term solution 
was necessary. 

One proposal is to form a regional legal center that would 
be able to apply its own laws to the cases, interact with foreign 
navies, and have the capacity to incarcerate convicted pirates 
in a prison system and to return others safely to their home 
nations. 

The United States supports such a “piracy chamber,” Mr. 
Shapiro said. 

The group of 15 pirates seemed not especially worried by 
their capture. 

One, Mohammed Mahmoud, said they had developed a 
script for lying to naval patrols — they were simply fishermen 
searching for lost, drifting nets — and that if they were 
detained they expected to be treated well. 

He seemed to think that if he were patient, the Navy 
would play by rules that were not especially menacing. 

“The Navy has a system,” Mr. Mahmoud said while 
aboard the Iranian fishing boat, waiting to be transferred to the 
first American warship. “They do not shoot everything. 
Everything is balanced, very balanced.” 

An American Navy officer also said that after the pirates 
had been read their rights, in case any of them ended up in 
American courts, many had become uncooperative with 
investigators, apparently expecting that with time they would 
be let go. 

Rear Adm. Kaleem Shaukat, the Pakistani commanding 
Combined Task Force 151, the region’s multinational 
counterpiracy command, said that without a legal system to 
match the navies’ tactical progress, piracy, and uncertainties 
about what to do with Somali prisoners on the high seas, 
would persist. 

“If there is no effective legislation that makes sure these 
pirates are taken to a court of law and punished, if that does 
not occur, they will come back again and hijack other ships,” 
he said. “That is still a weak area.” 
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10. Destroyer Arleigh Burke To Deploy Today From Norfolk 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 30 JAN 12) ... Meredith Kruse 

NORFOLK -- The destroyer Arleigh Burke is set to 
deploy today on a counter-piracy mission, the Navy 
announced. 

The ship is the namesake for the first class of destroyers 
equipped with Aegis weapons systems. It is led by Cmdr. 
Corey Keniston. 

Last fall, the ship participated in Joint Warrior 11-2, a 
series of training exercises in Scotland and Mayport, Fla. 
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11. 250 Sailors Return Home With USS Ramage 
(WVEC ABC NORFOLK 27 JAN 12) 

NORFOLK -- 250 Sailors aboard USS Ramage are now 
home. 

The guided-missile destroyer returned to Naval Station 
Norfolk on Friday after eight months in the Mediterranean 
Sea. 

The ship left May 20, 2011 on her third deployment in 
four years in support of the ballistic missile defense strategy, 
the Navy said. The crew also rescued an Egyptian fisherman 
who was adrift. 
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Now the Sailors are focused on spending quality time 
with their families. Kimberly Qualls said, "It can be very 
stressful especially when you have four kids by yourself, 
appointments and such, but you get through it." 

During deployment, Ramage got a new commanding 
officer. Cmdr. Kyle J. Colton relieved Cmdr. Erik J. Eslich in 
a ceremony on August 12 in Rhodes, Greece. 

Eslich was to return to Washington, D.C., in the Joint 
Theater Air and Missile Defense directorate. 

View Clip (RT: 2:18) 
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12. USS James E. Williams Flexes Undersea Warfare Capabilities 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 28 JAN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Daniel J. Meshel, Enterprise Carrier Strike Group 
Public Affairs 

USS JAMES E. WILLIAMS, At Sea -- Arleigh Burke-
class guided-missile destroyer USS James E. Williams (DDG 
95) is participating in an integrated anti-submarine course 
(IAC) to certify Destroyer Squadron 2 (DESRON 2) during an 
ongoing composite unit training exercise (COMPTUEX) with 
the Enterprise Carrier Strike Group, Jan. 26. 

IAC is a series of exercises designed to effectively 
integrate all the surface and air assets involved in protecting 
aircraft carrier USS Enterprise (CVN 65) in a strike group 
setting. The successful completion of the exercises will certify 
DESRON 2 for the squadron's upcoming deployment. 

"For our strike group, the high-value unit is the 
[Enterprise]," said Sonar Technician Chief George H. Hudson, 
USS James E. Williams leading sonar technician. "Whenever 
the carrier is engaged in operations, we position other units 
around the ship to protect it from attack." 

"The Enterprise is a mobile air force and the cornerstone 
of our Navy," said Ensign Bryan D. Crosby, USS James E. 
Williams anti-submarine officer. "If we are incapable of 
protecting the Enterprise, which has hundreds of assets on 
board and thousands of people, then our forward presence is 
hindered." 

Anti-submarine warfare encompasses a wide-range of 
tactical responses to potential undersea threats necessary in 
neutralizing hostile submarines, mines, and other dangers to 
protect high-value units and freedom of the seas. 

"Submarines can block choke points and make 
commercial shipping near impossible," said Crosby. "They 
can also lay mines and render once navigable waters hostile." 

Submarine stalking; engagements; and emergency 
maneuvers and evasions, are a few of the scenarios within 
IAC. These exercises provide an opportunity for participating 
ships to flex their warfare capabilities through an integrated 
perspective. 

"Integration is always a challenge," said Crosby. "We all 
work for the strike group commander. He delegates his powers 
to a lot of other people. And it takes a lot of other intelligent 
people to get the job done." 

Destroyers can be sent to operate autonomously by 
directive of the strike group commander. They can be 
designated a search and attack unit responsible for breaking 
away from the strike group for early detection of submarines. 

Using combat acoustics, which is simply sound in water, 
destroyers are capable of detecting and analyzing surface and 
undersea contacts using sound, navigation and ranging 
(SONAR). These contacts can vary from marine animals to 
submarines. 

"We man watches 24 hours a day," said Hudson. "We 
keep a surface picture of contacts that we actively track on our 
screens." 

Hudson and Crosby also act as evaluators who are 
responsible for tactically employing SONAR to find threats. 
When a threat is found they place the ship or ships in their 
control into the most opportune environment to prosecute the 
threat. 

"At any given time one ship can be in tactical control of 
several different ships and aircraft," said Crosby. "You're 
trying to utilize your assets to the utmost of their ability and 
extent." 

While the goal of the exercise is to grant DESRON 2 
operational certification, the exercise affords all vessels of the 
strike group to not only refine established skills, but to learn 
from any mistakes so they can operate at peak performance 
when deployed. 

"We have 11 carriers," said Crosby. "We always want to 
keep 11 carriers so that we can be anywhere in the world in a 
moment's notice and deter any foreign aggression against 
friendly forces." 
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13. American Warships Visit Philippines Amid Tension 
(GULF TODAY (UAE) 30 JAN 12) ... Manolo B. Jara 

MANILA: Two U.S. warships made weekend visits to the 
Philippines amid regional tension even as a Malacanang 
official said China should not take offence over talks of 
expanded military co-operation between the two countries. 

The U.S. embassy in Manila described as “routine port 
call” the visit in Manila of the guided missile destroyer “USS 
Wayne E. Meyer” and that of the “USS Chafee” in Cebu City 
in the Visayas in Central Philippines. 

While in the Philippines, the officers and men of the two 
American warships will engage with their counterparts in the 
Armed Forces of the Philippines and perform community 
relations projects, the U.S. embassy said in a statement. 

But the embassy added, “These goodwill visits highlight 
the strong historic, community and military connections 
between the U.S. and the Philippines,” without any 
clarification. 

In Malacanang, Secretary Ricky Carandang of the 
communications office of President Benigno “Noynoy” 
Aquino said China should not take offence or be alarmed by 
talks of expanded military co-operation between the 
Philippines and the United States. 

“We are merely taking steps to enhance our own security 
and all these initiatives are of a defensive nature,” Carandang 
pointed out. 
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“There is no effort being made to project any defensive 
capability.” 

Abigail Valte, the deputy presidential spokesman, echoed 
the same sentiment in an interview of the government-run 
DzRB radio, stressing there is nothing wrong in improving the 
country’s defence capabilities not only with the help of the 
U.S. but also with other countries. 

“We believe it is perfectly understandable for a country to 
upgrade its defense capabilities especially in the case of the 
Philippines where…no one will argue our capabilities have 
been lacking in the past few years,” Valte emphasised. 

Regional tension has arisen from the conflicting claims 
between China and the Philippines and two other members of 
the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (Asean) over the 
resource-rich Spratly island group in the South China Sea. 

China cited historical data to lay claim to the whole of the 
Spratlys while the Philippines, Vietnam and Malaysia have 
established their presence in parts of the island group 
confirmed by experts to be rich in fisheries as well as natural 
gas and petroleum. 
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GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
14. Phl Studying U.S.Offer On Spy Planes 
(PHILIPPINE STAR 29 JAN 12) 

MANILA, Philippines - The Philippines is considering a 
United States proposal to deploy surveillance aircraft on a 
temporary, rotating basis to enhance its ability to guard 
disputed areas in the West Philippine Sea (South China Sea), 
Defense Secretary Voltaire Gazmin said on Friday. 

Two days of talks in Washington this week on security 
ties between the two allies include plans to deploy more 
littoral combat ships and spy aircraft, Gazmin said. 

The effort to expand military ties between the U.S. and 
the Philippines, which voted to remove huge American naval 
and air bases 20 years ago, occurs as both countries grapple 
with the growing assertiveness of China. 

An expanded U.S. military presence in the region should 
help the Philippines better deter border intrusions, Gazmin 
said. 

“I would rather look at it from the positive point of view 
that there would be stability in the region, that we would have 
enough deterrent,” he told reporters. 

“Without a deterrent force, we can be easily pushed 
around, our territories will be violated. Now that we have a 
good neighbor on the block, we can no longer be bullied,” he 
said, referring to the U.S. 

Gazmin said there would be more exercises with U.S. 
forces and a rotating presence through port visits for exercises, 
repairs and resupply. 

In Washington, Adm. Robert Willard, commander of the 
U.S. Pacific Command, said the U.S. will help the Philippines 
in its bid to become self sufficient in maritime security. 

In an Asia-Pacific military overview briefing for foreign 
journalists, he said both sides were discussing the issue but 
declined to specify “individual units or tight model series of 
ships or aircraft in that discussion.” 

Willard said the U.S. Defense Department was working 
with the Armed Forces of the Philippines “to seek a broader 
balance in capabilities within the Philippines, recognizing that 
issues such as maritime security and stability all across a very 
complex archipelago is as important as the army-centric nature 
of counterinsurgency and counter-terror work that has been 
ongoing.” 

The Philippines took delivery of a Coast Guard cutter last 
year and a second one is scheduled for delivery this year. 

A Philippine-U.S. strategic dialogue here reaffirmed the 
commitment of both countries to “an invigorated and 
expanded alliance capable of addressing 21st century 
challenges.” 

A joint statement at the end of the two-day second 
Bilateral Strategic Dialogue said the Philippine-U.S. Mutual 
Defense Treaty was relevant to the peace, security and 
prosperity of the Asia-Pacific. The first strategic dialogue was 
held in Manila last year. 

The spate of high-level Philippine-U.S. meetings comes at 
a time of increasing tension between China and other countries 
in the region, including the Philippines, over disputed islands 
in the West Philippine Sea, believed to be rich in oil and gas. 

“We are interested in the Philippines and in a maritime 
sense becoming increasingly self-sufficient, and we’ll help 
where we can. But I would avoid going to individual units or 
tight model series of ships or aircraft in that discussion,” 
Willard said in his briefing. 

He ruled out using Subic Bay in the Philippines as a naval 
base again. 

He said initiatives offered by Australia and Singapore “to 
allow us to rotate forces from locations that are closer and 
more adjacent to Southeast Asia” afforded the Pacific 
Command the opportunity to more conveniently have its 
presence in the region felt at less cost. 

“So we would welcome discussions with the Philippines 
along those lines, but there’s no aspiration for bases in 
Southeast Asia,” he said. 

He added that 30,000 U.S. troops were in South Korea for 
defense against the north, “but also with an understanding that 
those troops are there with the region in mind.” 

‘Nothing Wrong’ 
Malacañang, meanwhile, said yesterday increased defense 

cooperation with the U.S. would not affect the country’s 
relations with China. 

Deputy presidential spokesperson Abigail Valte said over 
radio dzRB there was nothing wrong in improving the 
country’s defense capabilities with the help not only of the 
U.S. but other countries as well. 

“We have many other neighbors and we also have 
negotiations with them when it comes to upgrading our 
defense capabilities,” Valte said. 

“We believe that it is perfectly understandable for a 
country to upgrade its defense capabilities especially in the 
case of the Philippines where... no one will argue that our 
capabilities have been lacking in the past few years,” she said. 

Valte reiterated there was no deal yet between the 
Philippines and the U.S. and that the increased defense 
cooperation was still in the early stages of discussion. 
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Foreign Affairs Secretary Albert del Rosario also said 
yesterday that maximizing the treaty alliance with the U.S. is 
to the advantage of the Philippines. 

“Yes, it is to our definite advantage to be exploring how 
to maximize our treaty alliance with the United States in ways 
that would be mutually acceptable and beneficial,” Del 
Rosario said in a statement. 

He said, “Any actions taken will be consistent with our 
treaty obligations and in accordance with Philippine laws and 
the Constitution.” 

Routine Port Calls 

Two U.S. Navy ships were scheduled to visit the 
Philippines for routine port calls over the weekend. 

The U.S. embassy in Manila said guided missile destroyer 
USS Wayne E. Meyer (DDG 108) was scheduled to arrive in 
Manila Bay, and the USS Chafee (DDG 90) in Cebu. 

USS Wayne E. Meyer and USS Chafee will engage with 
their counterparts in the Armed Forces and perform 
community relations projects. 

The embassy said these goodwill visits highlight the 
strong historic, community and military connections between 
the U.S. and the Philippines. 
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15. U.S. Seeks Greater Military Ties With China 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 27 JAN 12) 

The U.S. commander handling Asia on Friday called for 
greater military relations with China, saying that dialogue 
between the Pacific powers has not advanced beyond broad 
strategic issues. 

Admiral Robert Willard, head of the U.S. Pacific 
Command, voiced satisfaction that military dialogue has 
continued despite frequent storms in U.S.-China relations but 
said that talks generally focused on comparing strategic views. 

"Advancing the military relationship in other ways -- at 
the operational and tactical levels, getting our two militaries 
more acquainted with one another through operations or 
through counterpart visits -- has not advanced," Willard told a 
news conference in Washington. 

"I'm gratified that at the strategic level the dialogue has 
persisted. I'm not satisfied that the military relationship is 
where it needs to be," he said. 

He said that the two countries had a "difference in 
philosophy" on what military-to-military relations entailed and 

acknowledged that there were problems with trust, including 
"what China views as impediments" in ties. 

China has repeatedly cancelled planned military 
exchanges with the United States to protest U.S. arms sales to 
Taiwan. China claims the self-governing island, while U.S. 
domestic law requires providing Taiwan means of self-
defense. 

China lodged a formal protest in September when 
President Barack Obama's administration approved a $5.85 
billion upgrade of Taiwan's aging fighter-jets. But U.S. 
officials said that there was minimal impact on military ties, 
amid criticism by some Taiwan supporters that Obama did not 
authorize fresh planes. 

U.S. officials have repeatedly urged greater defense 
cooperation with China as a way to avoid unintended incidents 
as Beijing is rapidly expanding its military and U.S. forces 
operate throughout Asia. 

Return to Index 
 

16. China Calls For Calm After Philippine Offer To U.S. 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 29 JAN 12) 

BEIJING — China on Sunday called for greater efforts 
towards "peace and stability" in the region, after the 
Philippines offered to allow more U.S. troops on its territory. 

Manila said Friday it planned to hold more joint exercises 
and to let more U.S. troops rotate through the Southeast Asian 
country -- an offer welcomed by the United States as it seeks 
to expand its military power in Asia. 

"We hope that relevant parties will make more effort 
towards peace and stability in the region," China's foreign 
ministry said in a brief statement faxed to AFP. 

The government's response was in sharp contrast to a 
blistering editorial in the Global Times -- known for its 
nationalistic stance -- which said Beijing should impose 
sanctions against the Philippines over the move. 

China should use its "leverage to cut economic activities" 
between the Philippines and other Southeast Asian countries 
and consider "cooling down" business links with its smaller 
neighbour, according to the editorial published in the Chinese 
and English versions of the newspaper. 

"It should show China's neighbouring areas that balancing 
China by siding with the U.S. is not a good choice," it said. 

"Well-measured sanctions against the Philippines will 
make it ponder the choice of losing a friend such as China and 
being a vain partner with the U.S." 

China and the Philippines, along with Vietnam, have rival 
claims to parts of the South China Sea, home to some of the 
world's most important shipping lanes and believed to hold 
vast deposits of fossil fuels. 

Taiwan, Brunei and Malaysia also have claims in the 
South China Sea. 

Manila and Hanoi complained repeatedly last year of 
what they said were increasingly aggressive acts by China in 
the decades-long rift. 

The alleged acts, which included a Chinese naval ship 
reportedly firing warning shots at Filipino fishermen, fuelled 
fears among some nations in the region about China as its 
military and political strength grows. 

The U.S. has been looking to increase its military 
presence across Asia Pacific in a strategic shift that has 
angered China. 

U.S. President Barack Obama said in November the 
United States would deploy up to 2,500 Marines to northern 
Australia. The following month, a U.S. admiral wrote that the 
U.S. expected to station several combat ships in Singapore. 
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17. Philippines Sends 'Wrong Signal' 
(CHINA DAILY 30 JAN 12) ... Cui Haipei 

BEIJING — By allowing more US troops on its soil, the 
Philippines has sent the wrong signal, experts said, and the 
decision will cause more tension in the South China Sea. 

China has taken note of the report and urges relevant 
parties to do more to help maintain regional peace and 
stability, the Foreign Ministry said in a statement on Sunday. 

Foreign Secretary Albert del Rosario said last week in 
Manila that the Philippines was looking to conduct more joint 
exercises with the United States and have a greater number of 
US troops rotate through the Southeast Asian country. 

Considering that it was a result of the second strategic 
defense dialogue between the two countries, the decision was 
an important step in upgrading the Philippines’ bilateral 
relationship with the US since President Benigno Aquino took 
office in 2010, said Wang Junsheng, an expert on Asian 
studies at the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences. 

The move sends a very dangerous signal that could cause 
China to misjudge the US’ intentions, and raise suspicions 
between the two countries, Wang said. The US released its 
military budget last week, which indicated that $6 billion 
would be cut next year, reducing its ground forces by 100,000 
troops, Wang added. 

The Philippines also gets a “clear but wrong” message 
that the US supports a confrontation with China on the South 
China Sea, Wang said, adding that it might complicate the 
current situation in the area. 

The offer comes two months after US President Barack 
Obama, on a visit to Australia, announced that the United 
States would send 2,500 Marines to the northern city of 
Darwin by 2016-17. 

The United States also plans to deploy littoral combat 
ships in Singapore, a longtime US partner with a strategic 
position. 

“No matter how strong the outside country is, it can not 
help the Philippines to achieve illegal sovereignty claims,” 
said Peng Guangqian, a Beijing-based military strategist. 

If Philippines-US military cooperation increases, the 
Philippines would pay a price on its sovereignty, he said. The 
Philippines is a former US colony, and it remains to be seen 
how far the cooperation will go, Peng added. 

Admiral Robert Willard, chief of the US Pacific 
Command, said that the United States is not looking for more 
bases in the region beyond those for the more than 85,000 
troops in Japan and South Korea. 

“There is no desire nor view right now that the US is 
seeking basing options anywhere in the Asia-Pacific theater,” 
he said at a news conference in Washington. 

“Initiatives such as Australia offered or such as Singapore 
offered to allow us to rotate forces from locations that are 
closer and more adjacent to Southeast Asia afford Pacific 
Command the opportunity to more conveniently have its 
presence there and felt,” he said. 

The plan for a stronger US military presence in the region 
has been met with opposition in the Philippines. 

On Saturday, some 50 members of Philippine leftist New 
Nationalist Alliance (Bayan) picketed the US embassy, 
vowing to launch a campaign opposing the plan to allow more 
US troops in the country. They held a huge effigy of Uncle 
Sam with another of President Aquino labeled as his “dog”, 
and riot police prevented them approaching the mission. 

“If we allow more US troops to enter our country, the 
entire archipelago will be transformed into one military 
outpost for US hegemonic interests,” Bayan said in a 
statement distributed at the rally. 

AFP contributed to this story. 
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18. North Korea Warns South Over Military Drill But Accepts Food Aid 
(NEW YORK TIMES 28 JAN 12) ... Choe Sang-Hun 

SEOUL, South Korea — North Korea warned on Friday 
that a South Korean military drill around frontline islands 
could lead to a "full-scale war," even as it allowed South 
Korean trucks carrying private food aid for North Korean 
children to cross the border. One hundred and eighty tons of 
flour from the Korea Peace Foundation was the first such aid 
shipment since the North Korean leader Kim Jong-il died last 
month, leaving his youngest son, Kim Jong-un, as his heir and 
leaving the peninsula jittery. 

As the North Korean government has focused on 
consolidating the leadership succession, it has vowed never to 
deal with the government of President Lee Myung-bak of 
South Korea, who has taken a tougher stand on the North than 
his predecessors did. 

The North Korean government continued its strident 
rhetoric against Seoul on Friday, criticizing the live-fire 
exercise conducted a day earlier around several South Korean 
islands near the North’s southwest coast. 

South Korea increased its defenses and military exercises 
in the area after a North Korean artillery attack in 2010 against 
one of the islands killed four South Koreans. 

“The gunfire in the area can trigger a military clash 
between the two sides,” said a commentary carried by the 

North Korean government Web site Uriminzokkiri.com. “It 
then can escalate into a full-scale war.” 

North Korea has said it was forced to conduct the 2010 
artillery attack in response to a South Korean military drill in 
frontline waters. 

Some analysts and research organizations in South Korea 
have expressed fears that Kim Jong-un may try to use military 
provocations against the South to bolster his credentials as a 
strong leader. But other analysts believe that Mr. Kim will not 
take that kind of risk until he is sure of his grip on power. 

Tension is especially high over the waters near the South 
Korean border islands; the waters are claimed by both Koreas. 
The two navies have clashed there in recent years. 

South Korea has said it will not provide large-scale food 
aid unless the North makes significant progress in ending its 
nuclear weapons program. But it has allowed civic groups to 
send small aid shipments for North Korean children, including 
flour, medicine and soy milk. 

On Friday, the South’s Unification Ministry said that the 
amount of food, medicine and other aid to the North fell 
sharply last year. The value of the aid from both private 
agencies and the government dropped to 19.6 billion won, or 



21 

$17.5 million, down more than 51 percent from the previous 
year. 

Inter-Korean trade fell by more than 10 percent, to about 
$1.5 million in 2011, the ministry said. 
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19. Iran Ready To Cut Europe's Oil At Once 
(FINANCIAL TIMES (UK) 28 JAN 12) ... Najmeh Bozorgmehr and Guy Chazan 

Iran's parliament is threatening to ban oil exports to 
Europe as early as next week, in a move that could hit the 
economically weak countries of southern Europe and push oil 
prices higher. 

The European Union this week approved a ban on oil 
imports from Iran but delayed its implementation until July 1. 
That was designed to give Greece, Spain and Italy time to 
secure substitute supplies from other oil producers, such as 
Saudi Arabia, Russia and Iraq. 

Hossein Ibrahimi, a member of the parliament’s national 
security committee, said legislators will now discuss a pre-
emptive ban on Sunday with “double urgency” in response to 
the EU oil embargo. This should mean the bill will be 
approved on Sunday by parliamentarians and then by the 
Guardian Council, the constitutional watchdog, on the same 
day. The law can then be notified to the government 
immediately. “We want to cut oil exports to Europe next week 
for which we are preparing a double-urgency bill,” Mr 
Ibrahimi told the semi-official Fars news agency. 

The call for an immediate ban was also taken up in Friday 
prayers across Iran. Ayatollah Ahmad Khatami, an influential 
conservative cleric who is Tehran’s prayer leader, said in his 
sermon that the EU “went down a well with the rotten rope of 
the U.S..” He added that Iran was ready to pay the price of 
being “dignified.” 

Oil prices rose on Friday as the threat of an immediate 
cut-off of Iranian oil exports loomed. Brent, the global 
benchmark, rose to a session high of $111.74 a barrel. It later 
pared gains to trade 60 cents higher to $111.39 a barrel. The 
physical oil market in the Middle East and Russia showed 
signs of tightening too, suggesting that some refiners are 
already seeking replacement barrels, analysts said. Russian 
Urals crude, seen as a potential alternative to Iranian exports, 
rose to a premium over Brent for the first time in over a month 
in a tender on Friday. 

Any immediate Iranian ban on exports would be a “big 
headache” for European refiners, said Samuel Ciszuk, an 
energy economist at consultancy KBC. “They thought they 
had a grace period for winding down their Iranian contracts, 
and this will give them no time to adjust,” he said. 

However, others said any ban should have little overall 
impact on global oil markets, which are currently well-
supplied - partly thanks to the quick recovery in Libyan 
production over the last few months. “Libya is now back to 80 
per cent of pre-war levels, and this is more than enough to 
offset any lost Iranian crude,” said Carsten Fritsch, an oil 
analyst at Commerzbank. 

A spokesman for the International Energy Agency said it 
was “closely monitoring the situation.” But “given the fact 
there is no specific supply disruption underway, the IEA is not 
considering any action” such as an emergency release of crude 
stocks. 

A spokesman for Lady Ashton, EU foreign policy chief, 
said member states were already engaged in consultations with 
alternative suppliers “to mitigate the potential, direct and 
indirect, effects” of the Iranian import ban, and secure 
“equivalent quantities at similar conditions without delay.” A 
senior diplomat from an EU state said: “If Iran were to do so, 
this would do huge damage to Iran’s reputation as an oil 
supplier worldwide.” 

Analysts say the biggest casualty of an immediate ban 
could be Iran itself, which will be forced to find alternative 
markets for about 600,000 barrels a day of exports, or about a 
quarter of the Middle East’s total oil exports. Analysts expect 
the National Iranian Oil Corp will have to heavily discount its 
crude in order to win new Asian customers at short notice. 

PFC Energy, the consultancy, says that if Iran fails to find 
new markets soon it could resort to floating storage, filling up 
super-tankers anchored in the Gulf. “That said, floating 
storage could absorb only about two months of lost exports at 
best,” said Paul Tossetti, senior director of market intelligence 
at PFC Energy. If the disruption lasts longer, analysts and 
traders believe that Iran would be forced to shut down a large 
chunk of its own production, severely damaging its own 
economy. 

There has been speculation that the EU sanctions could 
affect oil tanker operators’ ability to insure ships for voyages 
to Iran. The International Group of P&I Clubs, based in 
London and consequently subject to the EU sanctions, covers 
95 per cent of the world’s ocean-going tanker tonnage. 

Andrew Bardot, the club’s chairman, told the Financial 
Times that non-EU regulated insurers could step in to provide 
one-off insurance for voyages to and from Iran by non-EU 
owned tankers. 

“There will be a significant impact – but, as we know 
from the current status quo, insurance can be provided outside 
the EU,” Mr Bardot said. 

He pointed out that Islamic Republic of Iran Shipping 
Lines, Iran’s container and dry bulk line, and NICT, the 
national tanker operator, both continued to operate despite 
targeted EU sanctions that stopped them using EU-based 
insurers. 
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20. U.K. To Develop Short-Range Weapon To Protect Warships 
(DEFENSE NEWS 27 JAN 12) ... Andrew Chuter 

LONDON — Development of a short-range weapon to 
protect Royal Navy warships from fast jets and sea-skimming 
missiles has been given the green light by the British 
government. 

Sources here said missile builder MBDA and the Ministry 
of Defence signed the deal just before the end of the year but 
have kept the move under wraps. 

Neither the contractor nor the MoD was prepared to 
comment on the missile contract. 
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The Future Local Area Air Defence System (Maritime) 
program will provide a new-generation weapon to replace the 
long-serving Seawolf missile currently employed by the Royal 
Navy, when it goes out of service in 2016. 

Details of the plan to develop the weapon based on 
MBDA’s Common Anti-air Modular Missile (CAMM) are 
scarce but the source said the deal could be worth in the region 
of 500 million pounds ($784 million). 

The missile is expected to be initially deployed on 
existing Type 23 frigates but will later be used on the 
upcoming Type 26/Global Combat Ship. 

Future iterations of the weapon are destined to replace the 
Rapier ground-to-air missile deployed by the British Army, as 
well as provide technology insertions for the Royal Air 
Force’s Advanced Short-Range Air-to-Air Missile on which 
the CAMM is loosely based. 

CAMM is one of six missile programs placed into an 
assessment phase in 2008 by the MoD/industry partnership 
known as Team Complex Weapons. 

The Team CW scheme was launched by the then-Labour 
government in 2006, ending competition over a range of 
weapons and bringing together the skills of the leading 
weapon suppliers here such as MBDA, Thales UK and 
QinetiQ in an effort to maintain sovereign capabilities at a 
time of declining demand for new weapons. 

Other programs being looked at include an update of the 
Storm Shadow cruise missile, development of the ground-
launched Fire Shadow loitering munition, light and heavy 
future anti-surface guided weapons, and air-to-ground 
precision weapons. 

Late last year also saw the government extend the 
assessment phase of Thales UK’s work on the Future Anti-
Surface Guided Weapon (Light) using its Lightweight 
Multirole Missile. 

The missile will be fitted to the AgustaWestland Wildcat 
naval helicopters due in service by the middle of the decade. 
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21. Australia Reviews Timetable For Buying 12 F-35s 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 30 JAN 12) 

CANBERRA, Australia -- Australia is reviewing its 
timetable for buying 12 of the troubled F-35 Joint Strike 
Fighters between 2015 and 2017 after the United States 
announced a rethink of its own purchase schedule for the 
futuristic warplanes. 

Australia is a funding partner in developing the JSF, 
which the U.S. Defense Department describes as the largest 
fighter aircraft program in history. 

Australian Defense Minister Stephen Smith said Monday 
that Australia is only contractually obligated to take delivery 
of two of the warplanes. They will be based in the United 
States and be available from 2014 for training Australian 
pilots. 

Smith says Australia is reconsidering its schedule of 
buying another 12 during the following three years. 
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PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
22. Transition Benefits: Involuntary Separation Pay Requirements Reminder 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 27 JAN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class LaTunya Howard, Navy Personnel Command 
Public Affairs 

MILLINGTON, Tenn. -- With the release of 
NAVADMIN 036/12 Jan. 27, Sailors are reminded of 
eligibility requirements for Involuntary Separation Pay (ISP). 

ISP has Navy Reserve requirements and obligations. 
Career counselors and command leadership can assist Sailors 
on applying for affiliation in conjunction with ISP. 

All Sailors who apply for ISP must obligate in the Ready 
Reserve for a minimum of three years past their initial military 
service obligation. The Ready Reserve has two branches, the 
Selected Reserve (SELRES) and Individual Ready Reserve 
(IRR). 

The SELRES consists of drilling reservists and units. 
These designated Reservists are available for recall to active 
duty status. SELRES typically fulfill the traditional service 
commitment of one weekend a month and two weeks a year. 

The IRR offers Reserve affiliation benefits without the 
SELRES drill requirements or Reserve pay. Sailors in the IRR 
have to maintain mobilization readiness and must keep the 
Navy informed of any address changes or conditions that may 
affect their readiness. 

While the Navy wishes to afford every Sailor an 
opportunity to transition to the Navy Reserve, SELRES billets 
are limited. Involuntarily separated Sailors E3 through E6 can 

apply for a SELRES quota via Perform-to-Serve/Fleet RIDE. 
Once approved for a quota, Sailors can contact the Career 
Transition Office (CTO) to complete the process. If a 
SELRES quota is not available, Sailors can request to affiliate 
with the IRR. 

A Sailor who affiliates with the IRR must have their 
command complete a NAVPERS 1070/613 form (PDF) and 
send it to their supporting personnel office. This must be 
accomplished prior to separation to ensure payment of this 
benefit, according to the message. If a signed Reserve 
affiliation contract is not completed prior to separation, Sailors 
must petition the Board of Correction for Naval Records to 
receive ISP. 

Under current legislation, Sailors who collect ISP and 
later qualify and collect a military retirement must repay their 
ISP upon retirement. The Defense Finance and Accounting 
Service will reduce retirement payments until the ISP amount 
is repaid. 

Read the message for more information or contact the 
CTO via email CTO.enlisted@navy.mil, call the Navy 
Personnel Command Customer Service Center at 1-866-U-
ASK-NPC or email CSCMailbox@navy.mil. 
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More information on ERB transition assistance can be 
found on the NPC Web page at 

http://www.public.navy.mil/bupers-
npc/boards/ERB/Pages/TransitionInfo.aspx. 
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23. Gortney Tapped To Take Over Fleet Forces 
Harvey’s successor must master budget, readiness ‘intricacies,’ ex-admirals say 
(NAVY TIMES 06 FEB 12) ... William H. McMichael 

Bill Gortney knows naval warfare. It’s the prep work that 
he’ll have to bone up on as chief of Fleet Forces Command. 

Gortney, a vice admiral and director of the Joint Staff, 
was nominated by President Obama on Jan. 23 to relieve 
Adm. John Harvey this summer. 

His bona fides in combat are well-established. In the past 
decade, Gortney commanded Carrier Air Wing 7 and Carrier 
Strike Group 10, both while operating in the U.S. Central 
Command area of operations, and 5th Fleet in Bahrain. 
Gortney headed the Naval and Amphibious Element for 
CENTCOM’s Combined Forces Air Component Commander 
at the start of the Iraq War, and also served as 5th Fleet chief 
of staff. 

Gortney obviously was intimately involved with the 
training of those units. It’ll be a different scale at Fleet Forces, 
however; he’ll be responsible for organizing, manning, 
training, maintaining and equipping 114 ships and submarines 
and 1,100 aircraft operated or supported by 112,000 personnel, 
as well as developing and submitting the necessary budgets. 
For starters 

“It’s going to be a little bit of a switch,” said retired Adm. 
Bob Natter, Fleet Forces’ first commander following the 
renaming of the former Atlantic Fleet. “In the past, we have 
had folks there ... who dealt with fleet and readiness and 
budget issues. So this will be a little bit of a change.” Retired 
Vice Adm. Peter Daly praised Gortney’s selection but agreed 
that for all Gortney’s warfighting and joint experience — he 
spent more than two years as deputy chief of staff for global 
force management and joint operations at Fleet Forces — 
training and maintaining close to half of the Navy will be a 
challenge. 

“I think it’s an important piece of the job to understand 
how the building blocks of readiness are programmed and how 
those are laid in place,” said Daly, chief executive officer of 
the U.S. Naval Institute and Fleet Forces deputy commander 
under Harvey before retiring last summer. “And I think that’s 
an area where he was exposed to it at Fleet Forces in his 
previous job. But that’s probably an area where he’ll have to 
spend the most time early on, just to understand that.” Natter 
said there are “intricacies” to master, “and it’s different for 
submarines, very different for air wings, different for ships. 
There is a learning curve there. And you’ve just got to go in 
and listen and pick it up as quickly as you can, and learn 
where you need to put your emphasis, and make it all work.” 
“Because there’ll be some challenges,” said Natter, who led 
the command when the destroyer Cole was bombed in Yemen 
in October 2000 — when it was still known as Atlantic Fleet 
— and during the run-up to and start of the Iraq War. “There 
always are.” 

Gortney, with a nod to the leader he’ll replace, said he 
welcomes the challenge. “I am honored by the nomination, 
and if confirmed, look forward to serving our Navy as Fleet 
Forces and continuing the legacy of readiness championed by 
Adm. Harvey,” he told Navy Times. If confirmed, Gortney 
will be promoted to admiral. 

Naval observers and industry insiders told Navy Times in 
late December that Gortney appeared to have the inside track 
on the job, saying he possesses the right combination of 
operational experience, knowledge of overseas combatant 
commander requirements and gravitas. 

Tough Act To Follow 
Harvey, who took command of Fleet Forces in July 2009 

and is expected to retire, didn’t come to the job with an 
extensive training background, either. A nuclear-trained 
surface ship officer, his extensive experience at sea — he 
commanded the Theodore Roosevelt Carrier Strike Group at 
the outset of the Iraq War — was complemented by a 
formidable background in personnel matters, including a stint 
as chief of naval personnel. 

Yet Harvey has by many accounts excelled at the job, 
working to eliminate overhead, restructure lagging long-term 
ship maintenance and imposing a culture of accountability 
along the waterfront. The latter was most visible in his taking 
responsibility for improving the fleet’s condition before 
Congress and his forceful handling of the scandal involving 
videos made by Capt. Owen Honors, skipper of the carrier 
Enterprise, while serving years earlier as the ship’s No. 2 
officer. 

Gortney’s current job, to which he reported in July 2010, 
is his second go-round on the Joint Staff; he worked at the J-
33 Joint Operations Department, Central Command Division, 
from 1998-1999. 

Daly said that background, coupled with his operational 
experience, will serve him well at the helm of Fleet Forces. 

“It’s very important because Fleet Forces … generates all 
the forces coming off the East Coast, and also has a special 
responsibility for standards for training all strike groups, East 
and West Coast,” Daly said. 

The commander has to be someone “who understands 
what it takes to get there, what’s needed and what’s required 
when they’re at the tip of the spear,” he said. “And Bill 
Gortney represents that.” In addition to its manning, training 
and equipping responsibilities for all Navy forces east of the 
Mississippi, Fleet Forces Command advises the chief of naval 
operations on all integrated warfighter capability 
requirements. It also handles the Navy’s anti-terrorism/force 
protection, individual augmentee and sea-basing programs for 
the CNO. 

But it is readiness — what Harvey called “my top issue 
every day” during Capitol Hill testimony on surface ship 
readiness July 28, 2010 — that will be Job One for Gortney. 

“To me, it’s whether he’s a sharp guy, and whether he’s 
somebody who can understand the readiness and 
modernization balance,” Natter said. “Obviously, the CNO has 
a lot of confidence in him, so I assume that he can. But that 
really is what’s required ... whether he can put it all in 
perspective and balance near-term readiness and longer-term 
investment. We’ll see. 

“He’s a good guy. He’s got a good reputation. And 
hopefully, he’ll do a good job down there.” Daly said he is 



24 

confident that Gortney is up to the task “because he has those 
other pieces … that’ll all fall into place for him... I think he’s 
an excellent choice.” Gortney is a 1977 graduate of Elon 
College in North Carolina. He earned a commission in the 
Naval Reserve in September 1977 and, in December 1978, 

was designated as a naval aviator. He has flown more than 
5,360 “mishap-free hours,” according to his official 
biography, and made 1,265 carrier-arrested landings, primarily 
in the A-7E Corsair II and the F/A-18 Hornet. 
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24. CPPD Reservists Attend Professional Development Instructor Training 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 27 JAN 12) ... Susan Henson, Center for Personal and Professional Development Public Affairs 

VIRGINIA BEACH, Va. -- Reservists from three regional 
Center for Personal and Professional Development (CPPD) 
Reserve Component (RC) Detachments attended several 
training courses Jan. 17-27 at CPPD's headquarters to develop 
their skills as Navy instructors and facilitators in support of 
fleet requirements. 

CPPD's reserve units support the command's mission by 
delivering required personal and professional development 
training to the RC and CPPD Active Component CPPD 
Learning Sites. CPPD RC instructors and facilitators serve on 
mobile training teams that travel to any one of 126 Navy 
Operational Support Centers nationwide or in support of 16 
CPPD Learning Sites worldwide. 

Officer and enlisted professional development instructors 
from CPPD Regions Northeast, Southeast and West attended 
Professional Development Instructor Training (PDI) as well as 
course-specific train-the-trainer instruction. This training is in 
preparation to qualify them to deliver required personal and 
professional development training globally. 

All 23 instructors attended a one-day PDI In-Serve 
Training together on Jan. 16. The officers then began three 
days of Department Head Leadership Course Train-The-
Trainer followed by observation of the Senior Officer 
Leadership course. The enlisted instructors completed the 
Command Training Team Indoctrination Course followed by 
Alcohol and Drug Abuse Managers/Supervisors (ADAMS) 
Facilitator Training. Some also attended a "7 Habits of Highly 
Effective People" course at the end of the second week. 

"There is a backlog of Reserve Sailors needing officer 
leadership, ADAMS for Supervisors and Leaders, and 
PREVENT (Personal Responsibility and Values Education 
and Training)," said Steve Poellinger, CPPD's operational 
support coordinator and also an RC command master chief. 
"This training will help us tackle that backlog." 

CPPD Commanding Officer Capt. Chuck Hollingsworth 
said, "Professional development training improves the quality 
of leadership at all levels and enhances any command's ability 
to execute the mission and serve Sailors. The ADAMS and 
PREVENT courses directly impact the lifestyle and well-being 
of Sailors and their families, so it's time well spent to get our 
CPPD RC instructors ready to deliver these courses." 

CPPD RC Sailors account for 22 percent of all CPPD 
instruction. In 2011, CPPD RC delivered more than 300 
courses and graduated more than 6,000 Sailors. 

"Many new Sailors reported to the CPPD Reserve 
Component Dec. 1. This training quickly prepares them to 
deliver training to Reserve Component Sailors and support 
CPPD Active Component Learning Sites," said Capt. James 
Rooney, commanding officer of CPPD's Reserve Component 
Headquarters Unit. "Every CPPD reserve Sailor is 
professional, motivated to contribute to CPPD's mission, and 
eager to get started. In fact, four newly reported officers 
facilitated a Senior Officer Leadership Course two days after 
we completed the training." 
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25. Fleet Cyber Command, Navy Cyber Forces Name Joint Sailors Of The Year 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 27 JAN 12) ... Chief Mass Communication Specialist Aaron Strickland, Navy Cyber Forces Public Affairs 

VIRGINIA BEACH, Va. -- U.S. Fleet Cyber Command 
(FLTCYBERCOM) and Navy Cyber Forces (CYBERFOR) 
named joint 2011 Sailors of the Year in a ceremony in 
Virginia Beach, Va., Jan. 26. 

Cryptologic Technician (Collection) 1st Class (IDW/SW) 
Christopher Cook, based at Navy Information Operations 
Command (NIOC) Georgia, is the 
FLTCYBERCOM/CYBERFOR Sea Sailor of the Year. 

Information Systems Technician 1st Class (IDW/SW) 
Richard Skees, a computer specialist assigned to Navy Cyber 
Defense Operations Command (NCDOC) in Virginia Beach, 
Va., is the FLTCYBERCOM/CYBERFOR Shore Sailor of the 
Year. 

Sea Junior Sailor of the Year is Cryptologic Technician 
(Maintenance) 2nd Class (IDW/SW) Craig Pitcher from NIOC 
Norfolk, and Shore Junior Sailor of the Year is Information 
Systems Technician 2nd Class (IDW/SW) James Boger, 
NIOC Colorado. 

"Any of our 10 finalists could have been selected as the 
Sailor of the Year and would have performed equally as well 
at the U.S. Fleet Forces competition," CYBERFOR Force 

Master Chief (IDW/AW/SW) Jay Powers Powers said. "Long 
after the master chiefs that sat this board are piped ashore, 
these Sailors will be shaping our Navy and positively 
impacting our information dominance corps, whether from the 
CPO Mess or the wardroom. I am extremely proud of them 
and their families." 

Skees said his selection was a surprise, and it humbled 
him. 

"I'm honored to be chosen from such a great group of 
Sailors," the Lexington, Ky., native said. "Being picked as 
Sailor of the Year is a result of the great job the Sailors around 
me do to make NCDOC a success." 

Cook, who hails from Birmingham, Ala., said he counts 
himself blessed to be chosen. 

"My Sailors put me in a position to show what we're 
about at NIOC," he said. "When you put God first and have an 
awesome support team, and I mean my family and my 
command, anything is possible." 

FLTCYBERCOM/TENTHFLT Command Master Chief 
(IDW/SW) Christopher Welch said this is the first year 
FLTCYBERCOM and CYBERFOR conducted a joint Sailor 
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of the Year program and that the nominees demonstrate why 
Navy cyber and the Navy as a whole remain strong. 

"We had candidates from our subordinate communities 
representing their fellow Sailors from within the information 
dominance corps and those from the myriad of other Navy 
ratings we depend on every day for mission success," Welch 
said. "It is our ability to work together that is the foundation 
from which our accomplishments in this new warfare area will 
come. These Sailors will lead us in those achievements." 

The other nominees for Sailor of Year were Cryptologic 
Technician (Collection) 1st Class (IDW/NAC) Daniel Adkins, 
NIOC Whidbey Island, Wash.; Information Systems 
Technician 1st Class (IDW/SW) Jennifer Pate, Naval 
Communications Security Material System, Washington; 

Cryptologic Technician (Maintenance) 1st Class (SS) Kelly 
Rixies, Jr., NIOC Norfolk; Cryptologic Technician 
(Interpretive) 1st Class (IDW/NAC) Jason Snyder, NIOC 
Misawa, Japan; Electronics Technician 1st Class (IDW/SW) 
Jerry Behimino, Naval Computer and Telecommunications 
Area Master Station Pacific, Hawaii; Cryptologic Technician 
(Technical) 1st Class (IDW/SW) Kristalina Greene, NIOC 
Colorado; Information Systems Technician 1st Class 
(IDW/SW) Bryan Hamel, NCTAMS Atlantic, Va.; and 
Yeoman 1st Class (IDW/SW) Classie Mejia, Navy Cyber 
Forces Headquarters, Va. 

Both Sailors of the Year will compete for U.S. Fleet 
Forces Command Sailor of the Year in March. 
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26. SUBLANT Recognizes 2011 Sailors Of The Year 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 27 JAN 12) ... Kevin Copeland, Commander, Submarine Force Atlantic Public Affairs 

NORFOLK -- Commander, Submarine Force Atlantic 
(SUBLANT) Vice Adm. John Richardson recognized the 
2011 SUBLANT Senior and Junior Sailors of the Year (SOY) 
during a luncheon held at the Vista Point Center, Naval 
Station Norfolk Jan. 25. 

"We are here today to celebrate excellence," Richardson 
said. "These Sailors are the Submarine Forces' equivalent to 
the Plays of the Day. These Sailors are the folks that make up 
our highlight reels, the very best of the best. Their dedication 
and talent inspires us all to dig deeper and achieve more, to 
raise our game up a notch or two. They are the examples that 
we look to. It's a privilege to be amongst our superstars. They 
are an inspiration to me, our force and our Navy." 

The 2011 SUBLANT Senior Sea Sailor of the Year was 
Electrician's Mate (Nuclear) 1st Class (SSW) William Nagel, 
assigned to the Los Angeles-class attack submarine USS 
Albany (SSN 753), home ported in Norfolk. The 31-year-old 
Sailor is from Montgomery County, Texas, and joined the 
Navy in August 1998. 

"It is just a tremendous honor to be nominated, and for 
being selected I am lost for words," said Nagel. "This means 
everything because of the great support I got from my wife 
and family. I don't know what separated me from the other 
Sailors, but being the Educational Services Officer onboard 
helped. As the ESO, I mentored a lot of junior Sailors and was 
involved with every junior Sailor in providing them tools for 
advancement." 

Yeoman 1st Class (SSW) Scott Biden was recognized as 
the 2011 SUBLANT Senior Shore Sailor of the Year. Biden 
was born in Monica, Calif., but raised in Upland, Calif., and 
joined the Navy in February 2000. 

"Without the support and guidance of my wife, and the 
support of my shipmates, I would not be standing here today," 
said Biden. "This is a tremendous award for all my mentors 
who have helped me get here, and continue to help me." 

As the Senior Shore and Sea Sailors of the Year, Nagel 
and Biden will represent SUBLANT in the Commander, U.S. 
Fleet Forces Command (USFFC) Sailor of the Year 
competition. 

The USFFC competition will be held in March with other 
Atlantic Fleet type command winners. The Atlantic Fleet sea 
winner from that competition will be meritoriously advanced 
to chief petty officer, while the Atlantic Fleet shore winner 

will enter the Chief of Naval Operations competition in 
Washington, D.C. 

The 2011 SUBLANT Junior Sea Sailor of the Year was 
Fire Control Technician 2nd Class (SSW) Mike Blizzard, a 
25-year-old assigned to the Ohio-class ballistic submarine 
USS West Virginia (SSBN 736), home ported in Kings Bay, 
Ga. He is from Scranton, N.C., and joined the Navy in 
February 2007. 

"We have a great command," said Blizzard. "This means 
a lot and can't really think of any additional words to describe 
emotions. Amazing and shows what hard work can do for 
someone's career." 

Boatswain's Mate 2nd Class (SW) Alexander Hiller was 
honored as the 2011 SUBLANT Junior Shore Sailor of the 
Year. He is a 25-year-old assigned to the staff at Commander, 
Naval Submarine Support Facility, home based in New 
London, Conn. 

Hiller is from Dunkirk, N.Y., and joined the Navy in 
August 2003. 

"This is a great honor, particularly being a surface Sailor 
working in the submarine fleet," said Hiller. "It was not just 
the award, but coming here and meeting all the high-level 
people and achievers. This was significant because it indicates 
the impartiality of the submarine fleet, and their willingness to 
recognize excellence." 

Force Master Chief Kirk Saunders, SUBLANT Force 
Master Chief, stated he was proud of the professionalism, 
civic-mindedness, and family-oriented focus always exhibited 
by all enlisted submarine force Sailors. But he said this group 
was special and possessed a sharper edge. 

"The Sailor of the Year program is an excellent forum to 
recognize our top performers," said Saunders. "For the past 
several days during the selection process, I have gotten to 
know the Sailors and their families. I have truly been honored 
and inspired by them. These Sailors are carrying the torch in 
leading our commander's vision for the submarine force. They 
are preparing and ensuring our submariners are ready forces 
able to engage in current, forward, and future operations and 
warfighting." 

The other candidates for Senior Sea Sailor and Senior 
Shore Sailor of the year were Electrician's Mate 1st Class 
(SSW) Jessy White and Boatswain's Mate 1st Class 
(SW/EXW) Sean McLaughlin, respectively. 
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The other candidate for Junior Sea Sailor of the Year was 
Electronics Technician 2nd Class (SSW) Clair Dopson, IV, 

while Machinist's Mate 2nd Class (SW/AW) Edward Martin 
was the other Junior Shore Sailor of the year. 
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27. Navy Identifies Sailor Who Died During Training Dive 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 28 JAN 12) ... Corinne Reilly 

A Sailor assigned to a bomb disposal unit at Joint 
Expeditionary Base Little Creek died during a training 
exercise off the coast of North Carolina on Thursday. 

Petty Officer 2nd Class Taylor Gallant, 22, was assigned 
to Explosive Ordnance Disposal Mobile Unit 12, part of Navy 
Expeditionary Combat Command in Virginia Beach. 

Gallant, of Winchester, Ky., enlisted in 2008. He was 
conducting dive operations with his unit aboard the Canadian 
coastal defense vessel Summerside, which is here for Bold 
Alligator, a major, multinational naval training exercise that's 
set to kick off in the Atlantic next week. 

On Friday a spokesman for Navy Expeditionary Combat 
Command, Lt. Cmdr. John Gay, said the Navy is investigating 
what happened. 

"It's too early to know anything for certain," Gay said. 
He said the Sailor was treated at the scene but couldn't be 

revived. He was taken to Camp Lejeune Naval Hospital, 
where he was pronounced dead upon arrival. 

Explosive ordnance disposal units are tasked with 
handling bombs in any environment, including under the 
water, so diving is a routine part of their training. 
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28. Face Of Defense: Lieutenant Leads EOD Unit In Afghanistan 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 27 JAN 12) ... Navy Chief Petty Officer Oscar Troncoso, International Security Assistance 
Force Regional Command North 

CAMP MARMAL, Afghanistan – Leading one of the 
most dangerous units in northern Afghanistan typically 
includes a heavy burden of responsibility for its company 
commander. 

Navy Lt. Eric R. Bond, a 2007 graduate of the U.S. Naval 
Academy, understands this better than most as the officer in 
charge of the Combined Joint Task Force Explosive Ordnance 
Disposal unit based in Camp Shaheen. 

Bond, an Ashburn, Va., native, is responsible for the 
safety and readiness of his special forces team, which is 
trained and equipped to take on life or death missions in a 
multitude of tactical environments, such as onboard ships, 
underwater, and in urban areas, minefields and battlefields. 

As if this was not enough, Bond decided to take on the 
additional responsibility of training Afghan security forces so 
they can properly dispose of explosives after the U.S. military 
leaves Afghanistan. 

“Our direct task is to defeat the [improvised explosive 
device] threat,” he said. “But it became clear to me that if we 
intended to leave responsibly, we needed to do partnerships. 
One of my major initiatives is to partner any time we could 
with the Afghans.” 

To facilitate collaborative efforts with the Afghan 
National Army, Bond needed the support of a top-level 
Afghan leader. This led him to Capt. Islamudin Behaddu, who 
is tasked to lead Afghanistan’s EOD unit. 

“The first thing I did is foster a relationship with Captain 
Behaddu,” Bond said. “As the appointed team leader, he had 
not gone through the training himself. But he completed the 
training … and graduated. He earned the respect of his EOD 
team by completing the same training they did.” 

Bond also worked to form partnerships with EOD teams 
from other International Security Assistance Forces, such as 
Germany, Sweden, Norway, Finland, Netherlands and Latvia. 
However, these ISAF countries focus more on removing the 
IED threats that are littered across Afghanistan due to many 
years of war. 

“It just made sense to me to establish partnerships,” he 
said. 

The CJTF Paladin EOD unit, based out of Camp Shaheen, 
southwest of the city of Mazar-e Sharif, includes six teams 
with three EOD technicians. It serves as the only IED/EOD 
school for Afghan National Security Forces in the country. 

“We have trained and validated four Afghan National 
Army EOD teams that can now go out on their own,” Bond 
said. “Before they were rag-tag groups, but now they have 
come back with dozens of success stories.” 

Bond’s six-month tour in Afghanistan comes to an end in 
mid-January, and the former midshipman with a bachelor’s 
degree in oceanography is set to return to his EOD Mobile 
Unit 1 at San Diego’s Naval Amphibious Base Coronado. He 
said he’s proud that his unit of 20 Sailors, which also includes 
two support personnel, has maintained their safety and that of 
the northern region of Afghanistan. 

He’s equally proud that he can leave the war-torn country 
knowing that trained Afghan EOD teams will use the 
knowledge and skills he taught them to protect their 
population long after he is gone. 

“Their EOD teams have exceeded all our expectations,” 
Bond said.” It’s unbelievable what they can do now on their 
own. Once we are gone, they can handle it by themselves.” 
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29. LCS Program Manager Under Investigation 
(DEFENSE DAILY 27 JAN 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

The program manager for the Littoral Combat Ship's sea-
frame is under investigation following allegations of 
"inappropriate personal behavior," the Navy said Friday. 

Capt. Jeff Riedel has been temporarily reassigned pending 
the outcome of the investigation, said Chris Johnson, a 

spokesman for Naval Sea Systems Command (NAVSEA). 
Johnson would not specify the nature of the accusations. 

Rear Adm. James Murdoch, the LCS program executive 
officer, reassigned Riedel "pending an investigation into 
allegations of inappropriate personal behavior," Johnson said. 
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NAVSEA is conducting the investigation. Once complete, 
the findings will be reviewed by Vice Adm. Kevin McCoy, 
the chief of NAVSEA, and a final determination will be made 
as to Riedel's status, Johnson said. 

There is no deadline for completing the probe, he said. 
Riedel has been a program manager in the LCS Program 

Executive Office since August 2010, according to a profile on 
the professional networking website LinkedIn . 

He has previously served as the program manager for 
amphibious warfare programs, and as a production and 
technical director for the San Antonio class (LPD 17) transport 
dock ship, the LinkedIn profile said. The sea frame for the 
LCS consists of two designs, the Freedom (LCS 1) variant by 
Lockheed Martin and the one built by Austal USA for the 
Independence (LCS 2) version. 

Edward Foster will act in Riedel's place, Johnson said. 
Return to Index 
 

30. Capt. Honors, Who Made Racy Videos, To Retire From Navy 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 28 JAN 12) ... Corinne Reilly 

NORFOLK -- Capt. Owen Honors, the aircraft carrier 
skipper who was fired over controversial videos that he made 
for his crew, will leave the Navy on April 1, the service has 
confirmed. 

Honors was the executive officer aboard the Norfolk-
based carrier Enterprise when he made the videos and 
broadcast them across the ship in 2006 and 2007. Among 
other things, they contained anti-gay jokes, shots of a 
subordinate dressed in drag, and scenes of Sailors pretending 
to shower together, masturbate and perform rectal exams on 
each other. In some of the videos, Honors made jokes 
degradinga certain group of Sailors and a particular female 
department head. He has argued that they helped to boost the 
crew's morale. 

After the videos became public last year, Honors was 
fired. By then he'd become the Enterprise's commanding 
officer. 

In addition to being removed from command, Honors was 
issued a letter of censure and made to appear before a panel of 

admirals tasked with deciding whether he should be allowed to 
remain in the Navy. Although the admirals determined that he 
committed misconduct in making the videos, they ruled in 
August that he could stay in the service. 

Around the same time, Honors was selected for 
consideration for early retirement by an unrelated Navy board 
responsible for thinning the service's ranks. 

Officers who were chosen for retirement were notified 
late last year. At the time, the Navy would not say whether 
Honors was among them. 

This week, officials with Navy Personnel Command 
confirmed that he is set to retire April 1. 

A U.S. Naval Academy graduate and fighter pilot, Honors 
has been in the Navy for nearly 30 years. Since he was 
removed from the Enterprise last January he has been assigned 
to a shore job at Naval Air Forces Atlantic, the command that 
oversees the Navy's East Coast carriers. 
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FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
31. Pentagon Sacrifices To Save Carrier 
(AVIATION WEEK 27 JAN 12) ... Michael Fabey 

The U.S. Navy will keep its aircraft carrier fleet at the 
now-magical number, 11, while other ships are being slipped 
or cut over the next five years — even those the Pentagon says 
it needs and wants to protect — according to a preview of the 
upcoming fiscal 2013 budget request detailed Jan. 26 by 
Defense Secretary Leon Panetta. 

The plan scuttles months-long speculation that the 
Pentagon would delay or cancel some carrier programs and 
reduce the fleet size. 

A secure and upgraded 11-carrier fleet — and 
accompanying big-deck amphibious ships — is needed to 
meet the Obama administration’s new strategic guidance for 
“confronting aggression” and projecting power, Panetta says. 

With the 2013 request, the Pentagon also aims to increase 
cruise-missile capacity for future Virginia-class submarines, 
design a conventional and prompt-strike option for subs, and 
upgrade ship-borne radars. 

Navy officials and defense analysts have been calling for 
some time to augment the firepower of the Virginia-class subs. 
At the same, though, the Pentagon plans to slip one of the 
Virginias beyond the five-year procurement time frame. 

The Defense Department also wants to delay the new 
Ohio-class ballistic missile submarine class replacement, 

SSBN(X), by two years, a move the Pentagon says can be 
made “without undermining our partnership with the U.K.” 

In addition, the Pentagon wants to slip one large-deck 
LHA amphibious ship by one year, reduce Joint High Speed 
Vessels by eight ships over the next five years and cut the 
planned Littoral Combat Ship buy by two ships over that same 
time. 

Early Retirement 
Planned for early retirements are six cruisers that do not 

have ballistic missile defense (BMD) capability and a seventh 
cruiser that has BMD upgrades but would be too costly to 
repair. 

Two smaller amphibious ships are slated for early 
retirement as well, and their replacements would be slipped 
outside the five-year procurement plan. 

The Pentagon says it also plans to reduce spending and 
accept “some risk in deployable regional missile defense” and 
“increase reliance on allies and partners in the future.” 

This suggests the Navy may consider throttling back on 
some of its Aegis-equipped vessel plans and start investing in 
more Aegis Ashore platforms. 
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32. Asia-Pacific Strategy Exposes Navy Shipbuilding Plan To Criticism 
(DEFENSE DAILY 27 JAN 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

The Obama administration's focus on expanding the 
military presence in the Asia-Pacific likely spared the Navy 
from taking any major hits to its shipbuilding programs, but 
plans to delay construction on some vessels beyond the next 
five years could raise questions as to how the service can 
execute that strategy and lead to resistance from Congress. 

In outlining its spending priorities last week ahead of the 
Feb. 13 rollout of the Defense Department budget proposal, 
the Pentagon eliminated 16 ships beginning in fiscal 2013 and 
the subsequent four years. Half of that that number was met by 
slashing eight Joint High Speed Vessels (JHSVs) from the 
program. The Navy had already indicated it would scale back 
the JHSV class. 

But more attention might be directed at postponing 
construction contracts on two Littoral Combat Ships (LCSs) 
and the slippage of one Virginia -class (SSN-774) attack 
submarine. One congressional staffer said there was little 
surprising about the plan but added it could still face problems 
on Capitol Hill. 

"It shows that the Navy is not immune to reductions even 
though it is being favored relative to the ground forces," the 
staffer said, while noting that "any reductions or deferrals" in 
ship building will open it up to criticism. Some of that 
criticism has already begun. 

The Navy anticipates playing the key role in the shift 
toward the Asia-Pacific region, and intends to station LCSs in 
Singapore. But with about 285 ships, it remains below its 
target fleet of 313. 

Rep. Todd Akin (R-Mo.), chairman of the House Armed 
Services Committee (HASC) subpanel for seapower, 
questioned how the Obama administration could emphasize 
building up a presence in the Asia-Pacific and at the same time 
push back shipbuilding. 

"It is stunning that the president would announce a 
strategy and then cut the Navy who will be called on to 
execute this strategy," Akin said. 

Winslow Wheeler, a defense analyst at the Center for 
Defense Information and former congressional aide, said he 
expects Congress to object to reducing the number of LCSs 
built over the next five years from 20 to 18. 

"I thought the LCS was their favorite son, so there is 
going to a lot of pushback there," he said. 

The Pentagon defends the plan, saying it will keep the 
Navy at its current fleet level and as the most dominant 
maritime force in the world. 

"There are some platforms in the fleet that are going to be 
curtailed in the near term, in terms of the buys," said Capt. 
John Kirby, the department's deputy spokesman. "And some 
of them, the purchases are going to be pushed a little bit 
beyond the future years' defense plan (FYDP)." 

"But I think it's also important to remember that we're still 
at the end of the FYDP going to have a fleet that is roughly the 
same size as it is as you and I speak today -- over 280 ships -- 
so certainly, still the biggest, most capable Navy in the world," 
Kirby said at a roundtable discussion Friday. 

In addition, the Navy plans early retirement of seven 
Ticonderoga class (CG-47) cruisers, delay construction of an 
America -class (LHA-6)large deck amphibious assault ship, 
and retire two LSD amphibious ships ahead of schedule. Plans 
to introduce the next generation ballistic missile submarine, 
the SSBN(X), by the end of the 2020s were also delayed until 
the early 2030s. 

Joe Carnevale, a senior defense adviser at the 
Shipbuilders Council of America, an association that 
represents the industry's interests in Washington, said there 
was little room for bigger cuts in the budget because the 
shipbuilding account has not increased much over the last 
several years. He said he was concerned about the five-year 
reductions but acknowledged it "could have been worse." 

"I certainly expect Congress to push back on programs 
that essentially took the biggest hits," he said. "But in the end 
there are more members breathing a sigh of relief than cries of 
anguish." 
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33. Pentagon Unveils New Plan for Conventional Submarine-Based Ballistic Missiles 
(NATIONAL JOURNAL 27 JAN 12) ... Elaine M. Grossman 

The U.S. Defense Department plans to develop a new 
conventional ballistic missile for fielding on attack 
submarines, according to major budget decisions announced 
on Thursday at the Pentagon (see GSN, Dec. 23, 2011). 

“The Navy will invest in a design that will allow new 
Virginia-class submarines to be modified to carry more cruise 
missiles and develop an undersea conventional prompt strike 
option,” Defense Secretary Leon Panetta said at a press 
conference. 

Obama administration national security leaders -- like 
their Bush administration predecessors -- have touted the idea 
of developing conventional military technologies that could 
attack urgent targets without having to resort to nuclear-armed 
ballistic missiles. The capability could be used against terrorist 
leaders spotted at a safe house or a North Korean ballistic 
missile being readied for launch, officials have said by way of 
example. 

If the new submarine-based missile plan goes forward, it 
would be the third such proposed system to receive prompt-
strike developmental emphasis. Earlier Pentagon plans for 
long-range submarine- and ground-based missiles have faced 
some serious political and technical challenges over the past 
months and years. 

Three main options are now under consideration for 
pursuing the attack submarine-based capability, Global 
Security Newswire has learned. Under one possibility, a newly 
designed intermediate-range ballistic missile could be fielded 
in two new launch tubes designed initially for carrying 
Tomahawk missiles aboard the Virginia-class vessels. 

A second, more ambitious option would be to install in 
the attack submarines a so-called “four-pack” missile launcher 
designed for the Trident D-5 nuclear-armed ballistic missiles 
on future Ohio-class replacement submarines, also known as 
SSBN(X). Potentially three of the 32- to 36-inch diameter 
midrange missiles could fit in each of the four Trident-sized 
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tubes, giving the Virginia-class boats a capability to launch as 
many as 12 of the conventional ballistic missiles. 

This alternative would require a major modification to the 
attack submarines, namely the addition of a “humpback” 
midsection behind the sail to accommodate the four-pack 
launch tubes of significantly greater length than the new 
Tomahawk canisters, according to defense sources. 

A third option -- seen as yet more costly and ambitious -- 
would be to adopt a design for an even wider Trident-capable 
launch tube for humpback installation on the attack 
submarines. This would potentially allow for the medium-
range missiles to be larger and have longer range, sources 
said. 

Budget pressures could force the Pentagon to stick with 
the first option -- assuming that lawmakers are even willing to 
entertain that possibility, according to Hans Kristensen, who 
directs the Nuclear Information Project at the Federation of 
American Scientists. 

The relatively small size of these attack submarines, 
relative to the large Ohio-class “boomer” vessels, could 
accommodate only a limited-range ballistic missile if the 
boat’s basic design contours are to remain unchanged, he said. 

However, any of these options for fielding a prompt-strike 
capability aboard submarines is almost certain to spark 
objections in Congress, which has consistently rejected earlier 
submarine-based concepts that the Defense Department 
proposed for conventional ballistic missiles. 

Lawmakers have generally supported the idea of non-
nuclear “prompt global strike,” Pentagon nomenclature for the 
ability to attack an enemy anywhere around the world on just 
one hour’s notice, without resorting to atomic war. 

Retired Gen. James Cartwright, who served until last year 
as vice chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, argued in 2005 
that advanced conventional-weapon technologies could allow 
the nation to "drastically" reduce its nuclear arsenal. One 
military expert subsequently estimated that conventional 
munitions were capable of destroying up to 30 percent of 
targets in the nuclear combat plan (see GSN, May 28, 2008). 

However, the U.S. Congress, Russian leaders, and many 
nuclear strategy experts warned that fielding conventional 
ballistic missiles on nuclear-capable submarines could be a 
potentially destabilizing way to carry out the strike mission. 
According to this view, Moscow or Beijing might mistake a 
ballistic missile launch from a submarine for a nuclear salvo, 
and set loose a devastating response. 

Citing these concerns, Capitol Hill repeatedly denied 
funding for an earlier plan to swap out the nuclear payloads 
for conventional warheads on a limited number of Trident D-5 
ballistic missiles aboard Ohio-class submarines (see GSN, 
Sept. 22, 2010). 

In response, the Defense Department in 2008 shifted its 
main emphasis in the conventional prompt global strike effort 
to developing an Air Force ground-based weapon called the 
Conventional Strike Missile (see GSN, Sept. 3, 2008). The 
maneuverable weapon system was imagined as a hypersonic 
dart that would initially boost aboard rockets but transition to 
flight just inside the atmosphere and glide into its target at 
Mach 20 speeds (see GSN, June 24, 2011). 

Lukewarm Air Force support for development of the 
strike missile, though, and flight test failures by a 
developmental front-end system -- the Defense Advanced 
Research Project Agency’s Hypersonic Technology Vehicle 2 

-- have thrown into question whether the Pentagon would 
continue to invest in the ground-based approach, according to 
defense insiders (see GSN, Aug. 18, 2011). 

“Throughout this 10-year process, the Air Force has never 
gotten enough money to flesh out their designs,” said one 
retired service officer, ruing the failure to fully explore 
simpler weapon technologies that might have resulted in a 
fielded system by now. 

“The Air Force money [for this] is actually DARPA 
money,” and the research agency’s strong role in the effort 
resulted in highly ambitious technology objectives that proved 
challenging to attain, according to the former official, who 
requested anonymity in discussing a politically charged issue. 

Before his military retirement, Cartwright last July 
indicated that if a prompt global strike system is needed 
urgently to address an emerging threat, ICBM rockets could 
launch simple conventional payloads at high speed against 
virtually any target. 

"I mean, we use cement to test with today," Cartwright 
said. "It makes a very big hole." 

Other fairly straightforward options eyed under the Air 
Force missile effort have involved off-the-shelf munitions 
installed on the front end of the hypersonic boost-glide 
missile, according to officials. 

Panetta’s effort to reduce the defense budget by $487 
billion over the next decade -- mandated by a deficit-reduction 
law passed last year by Congress -- has affected more than just 
the Air Force missile, according to defense insiders. The entire 
conventional prompt global strike initiative will be getting 
significantly less funding than anticipated, sources said. 

In internal Defense Department deliberations, the 
multiservice prompt global strike effort lost roughly two-thirds 
of its projected budget for fiscal 2013 through 2017, GSN has 
learned. 

Congress funded the multiservice Pentagon account for 
prompt global strike at $180 million in fiscal 2012. Of that 
amount, the Pentagon directed $10 million to the Navy to 
study the medium-range missile concept, according to defense 
sources. 

An intriguing twist to Thursday’s announcement is that 
the Pentagon leaders and documents referred to the new 
submarine-based missile effort as “a conventional prompt 
strike option,” dropping the word “global.” That more-limited 
description dovetails with reports that the missile would be 
designed with intermediate range, generally understood to be 
about 1,800 to 3,500 miles of flight. 

That contrasts with a long-range missile, such as today’s 
nuclear-armed ICBMs, capable of hitting targets on the other 
side of the world from bases in the continental United States. 

It appears that the midrange missile would continue to use 
prompt global strike funding, though the fate of the Army-, 
Air Force- and DARPA-led efforts in the president’s 
upcoming fiscal 2013 budget remains unclear. 

Cheryl Irwin, a Pentagon spokeswoman, would not 
address directly any implications that funding the submarine 
missile design effort might have for the seemingly ailing Air 
Force-DARPA Conventional Strike Missile. 

“This budget will focus this development on a submarine-
launched option,” she said in written response to a reporter’s 
questions. “There are other efforts that are ongoing.” 

Asked whether fielding the missile aboard submarines 
might raise the same hackles on Capitol Hill and elsewhere 



30 

that the earlier Trident-modification effort did, Joint Chiefs of 
Staff Chairman Martin Dempsey said differences in the 
technology should afford the new approach broader 
acceptance. 

Compared to the prior Trident missile-based concept, “the 
technology and therefore the trajectory that would be required 
to deliver it” would be different for the medium-range missile 
being sought today, the Army general told reporters at the 
Thursday event. “There's [also] the speed at which these 
delivery systems can move.” 

He added, “You can lower the trajectory and therefore 
avoid the confusion you're talking about in terms of it being 
mistaken for an ICBM with a nuclear warhead.” Dempsey also 
alluded to additional factors that could differentiate this new 
missile from existing nuclear-armed weapons, but did not 
identify them. 

Kristensen was skeptical that the new missile, if placed 
aboard a stealthy attack submarine, would ease concerns about 
potentially destabilizing ambiguity during a crisis. 

“Even a conventional intermediate-range ballistic missile 
launched from a converted Virginia-class attack submarine 
could be misinterpreted because its compressed trajectory 
would look much like a nuclear D-5 launched in a compressed 
trajectory as part of a first strike,” he told GSN. “And it’s still 
unclear to me why it is so important to have a conventional 
ballistic missile against terrorists and rogue states, given the 
overwhelming firepower that we deploy today.” 

In a document released on Thursday, titled “Defense 
Budget Priorities and Choices,” the Pentagon characterized its 
decision to invest in the submarine-based capability as part of 
its effort to “rebalance toward the Asia-Pacific and Middle 
East regions.” 

Defense leaders debuted this regional shift in U.S. focus 
earlier this month as part of new military strategic guidance, 
based on force drawdowns in Iraq and Afghanistan and 
mandates to reduce Pentagon spending over the next decade 
(see GSN, Jan. 6). 

Offsetting some of the budget reductions proposed over 
the next fives years totaling $259 billion -- compared to 
previous spending plans for the same time period -- defense 
leaders said in the newly released document that they 
“increased or protected investment in capabilities that preserve 
the U.S. military’s ability to project power in contested areas 
and strike quickly from over the horizon.” 

Among these focused investments would be to develop a 
new stealth bomber to replace today’s fleet of nuclear- and 
conventional-capable long-range aircraft. 

The new Asia-Pacific emphasis -- which many defense 
experts interpret as largely a response to China’s rising role in 
the region -- “requires an Air Force that is able to penetrate 
sophisticated enemy defenses and strike over long distances,” 
Panetta said at the Thursday news briefing. “So we will be 
funding the next-generation bomber, and we will be sustaining 
the current bomber fleet.” 

No previously unanticipated U.S. nuclear reductions 
would be included in Obama’s fiscal 2013 budget request, said 
Ashton Carter, the deputy Defense secretary, in a follow-on 
press conference. 

The White House is “considering the size and shape of the 
nuclear arsenal in the future,” he said in response to a question 
about whether further atomic cuts must await new negotiations 
with Russia following last year’s New START agreement. 

“When those decisions come, we'll factor them into our 
budget,” Carter said. 

The spending plan does foresee a two-year delay in a 
Navy effort to replace its Ohio-class ballistic missile 
submarines, which Carter said would reduce schedule risk in 
what had previously been an “aggressive” developmental plan, 
“maybe even verging on optimistic” (see related GSN story, 
today). Prior expectations had the new submarine first being 
deployed in the 2029. 

Along with these nuclear-capable strike systems, the 
Pentagon will also “design changes to increase cruise missile 
capacity of future Virginia-class submarines” and design “a 
conventional prompt strike option from submarines,” the 
document states. 

If the simplest of the three options for giving the attack 
submarines a ballistic missile capability is embraced, launch 
tubes being built for Tomahawk cruise missiles on the stealthy 
underwater vessels could do double duty as launchers for the 
new medium-range ballistic missile. 

A redesigned bow for new Virginia-class subs would 
allow for the emplacement of two launch tubes, each of which 
is expected to accommodate six Tomahawks, according to 
Defense Department documents. A 2010 Navy briefing on its 
submarine development and fielding plans depicts the location 
of the two tubes, each capped by a lid, in front of the 
submarine sail. 

Each launch tube could be fitted with at least one -- 
maybe more -- of the new medium-range ballistic missiles, 
permitting a total of two or possibly additional ballistic 
missiles in each modified submarine, defense sources told 
GSN. 

The Navy is currently buying Virginia-class attack vessels 
at a rate of two per year. Procurement is in a series of 
“blocks,” with incremental upgrades expected in each block of 
submarines, according to a fiscal 2011 Pentagon report on test 
and evaluation. 

Eight Block 3 submarines, beginning with the 11th 
Virginia-class hull built, will for the first time feature the new, 
wide-diameter launch tubes. The two wide tubes replace 12 
narrow vertical launch tubes for launching the same number of 
Tomahawks. 

The design for next set of boats in the series, Block 4, has 
not yet been finalized. 

Irwin, the Defense Department spokeswoman, would not 
say on Thursday how much the new-design ballistic missile 
might cost, how many of the weapons could be procured or 
how soon they might be fielded. 

A “sea-based prompt-strike missile is in the early stages 
of development” so these details “are not yet available,” she 
said in the written responses. 

With the new design and procurement of U.S. ballistic 
missiles typically running into hundreds of millions of dollars 
or more, Kristensen was skeptical that Congress would 
embrace the Pentagon initiative at a time of budget restraint. 
The Pentagon could face yet another roughly $500 billion in 
reductions if lawmakers are unable to negotiate an alternative 
to the budget “sequester” process by the end of this year. 

“Congress is very unlikely to pay for an entirely new 
ballistic missile,” the longtime defense analyst said. 

In fact, the new submarine missile initiative appears to be 
based on an initial design concept first discussed under the 
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Pentagon’s conventional prompt global strike effort several 
years ago, he noted (see GSN, March 20, 2008). 

For her part, Irwin hinted in response to questions that 
basing the missile aboard the Virginia-class submarines is not 
the only option under consideration. 

“The development is not service specific,” she said. “The 
current focus is a submarine variant, but we are very early in 
the R&D process.” 
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34. DoD Proposes Trim to LCS Fleet 
(WLUK FOX GREEN BAY 27 JAN 12) ... Beth Jones 

GREEN BAY - The proposed reductions of future 
increases by the Department of Defense includes a call for a 
reduction in the Littoral Combat Ship fleet. 

What could that mean for Marinette Marine, which has a 
contract to build some of those ships? Officials say that 
remains to be seen. 

Marinette Marine's work force seems to be growing by 
the day, with the help of a multi-billion dollar Navy contract. 

"We've increased our workforce 250 hourly people," said 
V.P of Human Resources Tim Duquaine. "We've been hiring 
at a rate of 35,40, that's going to change. The next months 
going out, we'll be hiring more than 100 people a month. 
That's going to be through spring and early summer." 

But now there are uncertainties about what lies beyond 
that. 

Last year, the shipyard was awarded a contract to build, 
over the next five years, ten Littoral Combat Ships for the 
Navy. 

Ten other ships were contracted to a ship builder in 
Alabama. 

"You're building in phases, so at any one time, we could 
have up to four ships or more that are being built, it depends 
on where we are in the building cycle," Duquaine said. 

In total, the Navy plans to build 55 LCS. 

But the Department of Defense may be trimming back on 
those plans, possibly as soon as next year. In its recent budget 
proposal, the military proposed reducing the fleet by two 
ships. 

Defense officials told FOX 11 it's uncertain if or how this 
would effect the contracts with Marinette Marine. The Navy 
didn't have an answer either. 

"We remain committed to a 55-ship LCS class," said Lt. 
Nate Curtis with the Navy Office of Information. "Until 
(President Barack Obama) submits his fiscal year budget 
request to Congress and that becomes public record, it would 
be inappropriate to release more detailed information." 

Despite the unanswered questions and the new 
uncertainty, those with Marinette Marine remain hopeful 
everything will stay as is. 

"We've already got some ships under construction, we 
still expect the next award that will be coming up, and so it 
will remain to be seen. There are a lot of thing that can 
happen," Duquaine said. 

The new federal budget year begins Oct. 1. 
Obama is expected to release the budget within the next 

few weeks. 
View Clip (RT: 2:16) 
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35. Navy's Robotic Warplane Passes Tests For Midair Refueling 
It can take off and land on carriers — and now it can gas up on its own to keep flying 
(INNOVATION NEWS DAILY 27 JAN 12) 

A robotic warplane that can take off and land from U.S. 
Navy carriers by itself won't do much good if it runs out of 
fuel in midair. That's why the Navy recently completed flight 
tests to see how well the unmanned military drone could belly 
up to a flying fuel tanker. 

Such early tests used a Learjet to play the role of 
Northrop Grumman's X-47B drone designed for the Navy — 
but the piloted Learjet tried out the vision and navigation 
systems of the X-47B. The Learjet pilot even turned over 
control of the aircraft to the X-47B's guidance software during 
the flight tests that completed on Jan. 21 in St. Augustine, Fla. 

"These flights demonstrated empirically that an 
unmanned system can conduct aerial refueling operations with 
accuracy and precision," said Pablo Gonzalez, program 
manager for Northrop Grumman's Unmanned Combat Air 
System Carrier Demonstration (UCAS-D) program. "The 
aircraft never gets tired, and it responds exactly the same way 
to operator commands every time." 

The Learjet started out flying one mile from the aerial 
tanker — a K707 aircraft similar in size to the Air Force's KC-
135. The Learjet pilot then turned over control to the X-47B's 

flight software, so that an operator aboard the flying fuel 
tanker or on the ground could command the Learjet to fly 
different maneuvers used in aerial refueling. 

A next step for the midair refueling tests might involve 
hooking up the X-47B drone (or another surrogate aircraft) to 
the flying fuel tanker. 

"These tests are a critical step toward proving that the X-
47B can perform autonomous aerial refueling using either the 
Navy's probe-and-drogue refueling technique or the U.S. Air 
Force's boom/receptacle approach," said Carl Johnson, vice 
president and program manager for Northrop Grumman's 
Aerospace Systems sector. "Future unmanned systems will 
need to use both refueling techniques if they plan to conduct 
longer range surveillance or strike missions from the carrier." 

The Navy and Northrop Grumman plan to test the X-47B 
drone during takeoff and landing situations on the heaving 
deck of a real Navy aircraft carrier in 2013, as well as fully 
autonomous aerial refueling in 2014. If all goes well, the U.S. 
military could soon add even more robotic warplanes to fight 
alongside its "Top Gun" human pilots. 

Return to Index 
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36. New EW Capabilities To Emerge With NGJ 
(AVIATION WEEK 27 JAN 12) ... David Fulghum 

WASHINGTON - Technologies being offered up by the 
aerospace industry for the Next Generation Jammer (NGJ) are 
still closely held, but clues are emerging. 

The active, electronically scanned array (AESA), for 
example, is now a part of all the competing teams’ offerings, 
and that offers the potential for NGJ to become both an 
electronic sensor and a weapon. But there will have to be 
intense development to make it an operational reality, and 
funding for such esoteric capabilities can be elusive. Earlier 
options to upgrade the Lockheed Martin F-22 Raptor and F-35 
Joint Strike Fighter with electronic information-gathering and 
electronic attack systems were not funded. 

“That was the first thing that went, as a way to save 
money,” says Lt. Gen. (ret.) Dave Deptula, the U.S. Air 
Force’s first chief of intelligence, reconnaissance and 
surveillance. “It wasn’t the right decision. They are almost the 
only systems that can go into contested airspace and collect 
information. We are not limited by technology, but rather by 
bureaucratic, institutional and organizational inertia.” 

Now much of that task has fallen to the NGJ program and 
the platforms that will carry the new electronic surveillance 
and attack system. To exploit electronic warfare, the military 
will have to operate across a very broad swath of the 
electromagnetic spectrum. 

“We are looking at breaking a basic AESA array into four 
quadrants so that we can use each for a different function or 
point them at different targets,” says Mark Kula, Raytheon 
vice president for tactical airborne systems. “Or you can use 
the total array to provide a very high-power capability. Tile 
arrays for NGJ are expected to produce nearly three times the 
power in a much smaller package,” he says. “If you use the 
quadrants of the array for different functions, power levels 
decrease. We’re looking at the arrays in terms of elements that 
are steerable, directable and assignable in frequency.” 

The advanced technologies include techniques to make 
segmented arrays work while minimizing co- or cross-channel 
interference. One solution involves developing 
receivers/exciters with lower harmonics. In addition, there is 
already work ongoing to use an aircraft’s skin as antennas. 

Raytheon is now building AESA panel arrays that are 
one-half to one-third the depth of traditional tile arrays. 
Elements that were stacked vertically are now arranged 
horizontally, which offers flexibility for installation. 

Navy officials indicate that with the Unmanned Carrier-
Launched Airborne Surveillance and Strike (UCLASS) 
platform, for example, they would not want to carry a pod that 
would degrade the stealth signature. As a result, panel arrays 
are essential so that sensor elements can be integrated on or 
into the skin. 

The use of gallium nitride transmitters is a key to wide-
band capability and higher power levels. These devices 
generate heat; this requires cold-wall technology in which the 
tiles are embedded in an aluminum core that has coolant 
pumped through it at temperatures that permit longer duty 
cycles without burning up the electronics. 

Stealthy vehicles will likely have antennas or arrays 
embedded in the skin that are then fed by transmitters 
somewhere in the interior of the airframe. But NGJ also comes 
with a requirement for more prime power than has been 
generated previously from a pod of its size. In fact, the power 
needed is several times greater. 

“The Raytheon NGJ uses an internally mounted, ducted, 
ram-air-turbine generator that actually exceeds the power 
requirement,” says Nick Uros, Raytheon vice president for 
NGJ. “During recent testing, the power generator was housed 
in a full-scale model of our NGJ pod to demonstrate full 
power, transient load switching and effective thermal control 
at various altitudes and speeds. We demonstrated that we can 
generate more power than NGJ needs within drag-
performance limits.” 

In combat operations, Navy officials say the NGJ’s 
electronic attacks will be supplemented by disposable, air-
launched, EA weapons. The miniature air-launched decoy’s 
jammer variant (Mald-J), for example, is a small cruise-
missile type weapon being designed to carry a high-power 
microwave payload that can damage, blind or deceive enemy 
sensors from short range. 

The advantage of Mald is that it is disposable and 
operates close to the target so that it does not have to put out 
so much power to effectively attack an electronic target. 

Moreover, Mald is designed for a limited operational life, 
so there’s little concern about heat buildup during the attack 
process. Its small size also has the advantage of making it 
difficult for enemy fires to shoot it down. Using Mald in 
conjunction with NGJ is a example of how multiple 
techniques can provide specific effects against integrated air 
defense systems. 
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37. Congress In Battle Over F-35 Program 
(TACOMA (WA) NEWS TRIBUNE 30 JAN 12) ... Rob Hotakainen and James Rosen 

WASHINGTON – Rep. Norm Dicks, D-Belfair, calls the 
F-35 jet “the big enchilada,” the most advanced stealth aircraft 
in the world and a great investment in U.S. national security. 

For Arizona Republican Sen. John McCain, the F-35 Joint 
Strike Fighter is a scandal and a tragedy, destined to become 
the most costly weapons program in history and one beset by 
delays and huge cost overruns. 

As Congress battles over the F-35, thousands of jobs are 
at stake – including nearly 1,600 in Washington state – and 
defense contractors are spending big money in an attempt to 
influence politicians and save the embattled program. 

Even in an era of austerity, with the Department of 
Defense facing hundreds of millions in budget cuts, the F-35 
Joint Strike Fighter has plenty of key supporters, both on 
Capitol Hill and in the White House. 

Backers of the program won a key victory on Jan. 20 
when Defense Secretary Leon Panetta backed off earlier 
threats to axe the program. 

That’s thanks partly to subcontractor jobs spread across 
virtually every state and the campaign contributions from 
Lockheed Martin and other big contractors to House members 
of the newly formed Save the F-35 Caucus. 
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But even Dicks, the caucus co-chairman and ranking 
member of the House Appropriations Committee and its 
defense subcommittee, predicts “a slowdown in the ramping 
up of this program.” 

He said the F-35 “has reached a critical stage in its 
development” and that it will be important in coming years to 
keep the jet project on schedule, despite its early problems. 

“Everybody would like to see a low-cost, no-problem 
development,” Dicks said in an interview. “But there’s never 
been one. We have to do this: The Marine Corps needs stealth, 
the Air Force needs stealth, and the Navy needs stealth. … I 
think it’s going to turn out to be a good airplane. We’ve got to 
work hard to get the fixes.” 

In a speech on the Senate floor last month, McCain said 
the jets, originally expected to cost $69 million each, will 
come with a price tag of $156 million each, including the costs 
of research, development and testing. 

“We are saddled with a program that has little to show for 
itself after 10 years and $56 billion in taxpayer investment,” 
McCain said. 

George Behan, Dicks’ chief of staff, said that according to 
the Department of Defense’s official count, there are 117 
planes that have been produced, in production or ordered. Of 
those, 42 are “out the door,” Behan said. 

The F-35 is manufactured by Lockheed Martin, a giant in 
the defense industry, based in Bethesda, Md. Calling the F-35 
“a game changer for America,” Lockheed estimates that it will 
provide more than 260,000 jobs when the jet reaches full-scale 
production. 

Already, the company boasts that it uses more than 1,300 
small businesses and manufacturers around the country, 
producing more than 127,000 jobs in 47 states. 

But Gary Hentz, director of tactical aviation programs for 
Lockheed Martin, said the number might be much higher 
because of the ripple effect. 

“I’ve talked to some suppliers that have over 10 suppliers 
themselves,” he said. 

In November, Dicks and Republican Rep. Kay Granger, 
launched the bipartisan 48-member F-35 caucus, saying the 
program is “an absolute necessity” in a time of budget cuts, 
especially with countries such as China and Russia testing 
their next-generation fighters. 

Granger, the chairwoman of the State and Foreign 
Operations Appropriations Subcommittee, represents Texas, 
which has more F-35-related jobs than any other state – more 
than 41,000. She said in a statement at the time that the caucus 
will make sure that members of Congress “have the very best 
information possible so we can all make the best decisions 
possible.” 

Here in Washington state, the F-35 produces 1,590 jobs 
and an economic impact of more than $115 million a year, 
according to Lockheed’s statistics. The company said Dicks’ 
home state ranks 14th in the number of jobs produced by the 
F-35. 

Dicks said the number of jobs is only a side benefit. 
“I never support a defense program just based on what it’s 

going to do in Washington state,” he said. “It has to meet the 

standard of: Is this a good program, and is it going to work? 
This is a program that we have to make work – because we’re 
going to buy about 2,500 of these.” 

That’s an exciting prospect for officials at Fatigue 
Technology Inc. in Tukwila, where 181 employees help 
engineer, produce or market fasteners, bushings, fittings and 
other parts for the F-35. The company has been involved in 
the jet project for at least five years, officials said. 

“It has the potential to be our No. 1 selling aircraft – 
hopefully those (production) rates are real and we can make 
lots of money for the company and Washington state and the 
economy as a whole,” said Kale Paulson, Fatigue’s vice 
president of sales and marketing. “Obviously, aerospace is a 
big part of Washington and the Seattle-Puget Sound area, so 
there’s definitely a lot of jobs tied to that program 
specifically.” 

But Paulson said there’s “an uncertainty factor” 
surrounding the program that complicates planning efforts: 
“There’s some hesitancy as to if we want to invest in the 
program, even though we’ve invested quite a bit thus far.” 

Lockheed Martin officials declined to release a complete 
list of suppliers in Washington state. But it said the F-35 has at 
least 23 suppliers in the state, including Sandvik Special 
Metals in Kennewick, CNC Diversified Manufacturing in 
Kent and Eldec Corp. in Lynnwood. 

“Many of these suppliers are small businesses and may or 
may not be aware of how their part or component is used in 
the production” of the F-35, Laurie Quincy, a spokeswoman 
for Lockheed Martin, said in an email. 

Last month, the Center for Responsive Politics said the 
primary contractors building the F-35 – Lockheed Martin, 
Northrop Grumman, BAE Systems and Pratt & Whitney – had 
contributed $326,400 to members of the F-35 caucus in the 
first year of the 2012 election cycle. Each member of the 
caucus received an average of $6,094, nearly double what the 
firms’ political action committees had given to representatives 
not in the caucus, the study found. 

Granger and Dicks were among the largest beneficiaries: 
Granger received $45,700, while Dicks got $29,500, according 
to the study. 

The study’s authors called the influence of campaign 
contributions “a subtle force” and said those in Congress who 
are deciding the fate of billion-dollar programs such as the F-
35 “routinely raise thousands of dollars from them – and even 
invest their own money in – the companies behind these 
programs.” 

Dicks said there’s no connection between the 
contributions and how he votes. 

“I had no idea how much they contributed – I don’t even 
really look at that,” he said. “My view on this is I try to call 
these things on the merits and support the programs that I 
think that are going to add to the security of the country. 
Campaign contributions have nothing to do with it.” 

Hotakainen is a staff writer for the Tacoma News 
Tribune; Rosen writes for McClatchy Newspapers. 
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38. Fewer F35s Coming To Cherry Point 
(HAVELOCK (NC) NEWS 28 JAN 12) ... Drew C. Wilson 

The Deputy Commandant for Aviation of the Marine 
Corps told a gathering celebrating a century of Marine 
aviation in Havelock that fewer F-35B Joint Strike Fighters 
would be coming to Cherry Point than earlier announced. 

Speaking before more than 500 assembled for an annual 
gala for the Eastern Carolina Aviation Heritage Foundation at 
the Havelock Tourist and Event Center, Lt. Gen. Terry G. 
Robling said Cherry Point may receive six or maybe seven 
squadrons of Joint Strike Fighters beginning in 2021 or 2022. 

An Environmental Impact Statement in May 2010 favored 
eight squadrons of the new Marine Corps jet at Cherry Point 
beginning in 2020. 

Robling pointed to budgetary and economic conditions as 
well as the needs of the Marine Corps for the changes. 

“In the end, we’ll have six squadrons of JSF here at 
Cherry Point. It could be seven,” he said. “We could have a 
reserve squadron. We haven’t made that decision yet. We’ll 
have two reserve squadrons of JSF, hopefully one at either 
Texas or on the West Coast. What I’d like to do is put one 
right here, and so obviously that’s a few years down the road. 
That squadron would probably not even transition until fiscal 
year ’28. We’ve got quite a ways down the road to work on 
it.” 

Robling also pointed out that economic conditions and 
Marine Corps needs could change again in the next several 
years. 

The F-35B is a short takeoff and vertical landing jet 
similar to the AV-8B Harrier it is expected to replace. The jet 
is designed to also replace Marine Corps F/A-18 Hornets and 
EA-6B Prowlers. Robling said Cherry Point’s Prowler 
squadrons would begin to deactivate beginning in 2016 
through 2019, with the Navy taking over the electronic 
warfare mission until the Marine Corps F-35Bs take over. 

If that plan is followed, Cherry Point would lose four 
squadrons of jets before the first F-35B arrives. 

Robling pointed out the slow progress of the F-35B when 
former Secretary of Defense Robert Gates put it on probation 
last year. 

“It went on probation because in 2010 it wasn’t doing 
very well,” he said. “It was way behind in its test points. It had 
hardly flown any of its test points. We had five major 
engineering problems with the aircraft that hadn’t been solved 
so the Secretary of Defense put it on probation.” 

However, current secretary Leon Panetta took the jet off 
probation earlier this month. 

“So all of 2011, we caught up all of 2010’s test points,” 
Robling said. “We are 100 over the test point we are supposed 

to have in 2011 and we have engineering fixes for every one 
of those prior problems and they will begin going into 
production of those aircraft pretty soon. 

“The secretary just recently took it off probation, and we 
are very happy for him to do that but that doesn’t mean our 
work is over. We have a lot of work to do on all three 
versions.” 

Robling stressed the importance of the jet, which has 
critics who cite its projected cost of $150 million and 
developmental problems and also question its need. 

“If you are going to fight a fifth-generation threat, which 
we have, then you need a fifth generation aircraft to do it,” he 
said. 

Robling said he would not address specifics of the Marine 
Corps budget but did mention Thursday’s announcement of 
overall cuts of $489 billion for the entire Defense Department 
in the next 10 years. 

“We took some cuts, but what I can tell you is we have 
the absolute best, most capable Marine Corps that the nation 
could afford,” Robling said. 

He said the Corps constantly looks at reducing costs, but 
warned of deep cuts. 

“We’re about as penny-pinching an outfit as you can get,” 
he said. “We’re also very paranoid, but paranoia is good and 
we’re proud of that and so should you. This is a very tough 
time for our nation. We just have to make sure that we don’t 
make cuts so deeply that we become a hollow force.” 

Part of Thursday’s announcement included a Base 
Realignment and Closure process that could happen as early as 
2013. Robling said Cherry Point and the Fleet Readiness 
Center East repair and maintenance facility are important to 
the military, but offered words of warning. 

“Are you in any danger? Yes, you are always in danger,” 
he said. “When you look at the budgets across the military 
services, they are always looking at how they can be more 
efficient. If I were to guess, I would say you are going to be 
alright, but in every BRAC you could in trouble. 

“Talk to you congressmen. Tell them how important it is 
to have Cherry Point here. I’ll do the same with the Secretary 
of Defense and up on Capitol Hill. Gov. (Beverly) Perdue 
recently wrote a letter to the president talking about how 
important the JSF aircraft was to our nation and for Cherry 
Point and how important FRC East was. Those types of letters 
are very, very useful for both congressmen up on the Hill and 
for the president and the Secretary of Defense.” 
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39. Arming The Osprey 
Crews don’t use them, but Corps to buy more belly guns 
(MARINE CORPS TIMES 06 JAN 12) ... James K. Sanborn 

The Marine Corps is plotting how best to arm its prized 
MV-22 Ospreys for the missions and potential threats that 
await once combat ends in Afghanistan. 

Today, in addition to a ramp-mounted machine gun, 
Osprey crews in the war zone have access to a bolt-on 
7.62mm belly gun capable of providing “all quadrant” 
defense. It was procured as a short-term answer to the 

aircraft’s perceived vulnerability, but has not been used — 
even once — in the two years since first reaching Afghanistan. 

There’s a good explanation for that, one commander says. 
In Afghanistan, Marine tiltrotor squadrons work in 

concert with helicopter gunships or fixed-wing fighters that 
act as armed bodyguards, of sorts, capable of providing fire 
support. That allows the Osprey to stay focused on 
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transporting men and equipment, said Col. Christopher 
Seymour, commanding officer of Marine Aircraft Group 26 
out of Marine Corps Air Station New River, N.C. The belly 
gun has not been necessary, he said. In fact, many squadrons 
in Afghanistan fly without it because, at 800-plus pounds, it 
cuts into its cargo-carrying capability. 

An Osprey can carry 12,000 pounds in 70-degree weather, 
but just 8,000 to 8,500 pounds when temperatures spike above 
107 degrees. So with the belly gun in tow, the aircraft can 
carry fewer Marines and less water, ammo and food on 
resupply missions. 

The belly gun is one component of what’s formally 
known as the Interim Defensive Weapon System, or IDWS, 
that also includes an infrared camera capable of target 
acquisition or surveillance and reconnaissance. There are eight 
in the Corps’ arsenal right now, and plans to field 24 more 
starting in June, officials said. 

That plan might seem unnecessary, as the gun hasn’t seen 
any action during its two-years in the war zone, but Seymour 
sees it playing a potentially significant role in time. As the 
Corps renews its emphasis on smaller-scale, expeditionary 
operations, future missions could include anti-piracy ops, 
personnel or hostage extraction and raids into foreign 
countries, he said. In such instances, Ospreys will operate 
more independently. 

“We haven’t really had the opportunity yet to explore 
how we innovate the use of IDWS in those environments and 
mission sets,” Seymour said, calling it “a segue and an 
enabler” for future opportunities. “I don’t think we have 
discovered all the things we are going to be able to do with the 
IDWS.” 

And Seymour was firm on this point: The Osprey will 
need its own firepower because it flies faster than the Corps’ 
other armed rotary-wing aircraft. MAG-26 is the Corps’ only 
all-Osprey group. It has one training squadron and six 
operational squadrons, which have made 14 combat 
deployments. When they have trained with the IDWS, it has 
shown to be accurate and powerful, Seymour said. 

The infrared targeting system is aimed by a crew chief 
using a video game-like controller. Its video screen, however, 
was criticized early on by some gunners who claimed that 
trying to acquire targets as the Osprey maneuvered brought on 
feelings of nausea. 

A Marine spokesman at the Pentagon, Capt. Brian Block, 
acknowledged there is anecdotal evidence that is true. But 
Seymour said he is unaware of such complaints. Air sickness, 
he said, can happen to any passenger or crewmember. 

Block noted also that even though the IDWS belly gun 
has seen zero use in Afghanistan, the infrared camera has 
proven valuable on several missions as a reconnaissance and 
surveillance tool. 

The Osprey’s speed, however, remains its biggest asset, 
Marine officials maintain. When flying in airplane mode, it 
can reach speeds of 350 mph. An AH-1W Super Cobra, by 
contrast, tops out at 170 mph. 

But with the ability to travel faster and farther than any of 
the Corps’ armed helicopters, it will need a way to defend 
itself on long-range missions. 

Ospreys could be tapped for operating in what 
Commandant Gen. Jim Amos describes as the “arc of 
instability.” This is a band stretching across the globe where 
small-scale conflicts could threaten U.S. interests. Countries 
range from Venezuela, to Nigeria, to the Philippines. During 
possible quick missions to these countries, the Osprey won’t 
always have the same fire support it does today in 
Afghanistan. And the Corps is planning accordingly. 

Some of the new IDWS systems will soon see service 
during deployments with Marine expeditionary units. The 24th 
MEU, for example, is about to employ belly-gun equipped 
Ospreys for Bold Alligator 2012, a combined-arms exercise 
off the East Coast that is scheduled to run from Jan. 30 
through Feb. 12. It’s part of the unit’s pre-deployment 
certification. When its pump begins in the spring, the MEU 
will deploy to the Mediterranean and the Middle East regions, 
with IDWS in tow. 

“I think where we are really going to make money with it 
is in that expeditionary or amphibious role,” Seymour said. 

IDWS isn’t a permanent solution, however, and the 
Osprey could see the same evolution as the Vietnam-era Huey 
did. For now, the Osprey’s primary role remains assault 
support, Similarly, the Huey started out as a transport helo but 
later became a heavily -armed gunship. That’s a possibility for 
the Osprey, Seymour said. 

“I think the IDWS is the beginning of a lot of added 
capabilities onto a platform that is extremely unique,” he said. 

Any next-generation weapons system is probably at least 
a decade away, Seymour predicted. But there are some ideas 
being evaluated. 

“Nose guns, door guns, and non-lethal countermeasures 
are being studied,” Block said. “…These systems are being 
evaluated as standalone systems and as systems in conjunction 
with the current ramp-mounted weapon system and IDWS, to 
provide a final solution to the V-22 all-quadrant defensive 
weapon system.” 

Development of the new weapon system is a collaborative 
effort between the V-22 program office and the Advanced 
Tactical Aircraft Protection Systems program office at Naval 
Air Systems Command in Patuxent River, Md., as well as the 
Naval Post Graduate School, based in Monterey Calif., and the 
Office of Naval Research headquartered in Arlington, Va. 

As yet, there is no timeline for development, Block said. 
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BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
40. Maryland Plans ‘Banner’ Year For The Anthem's Anniversary 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 28 JAN 12) ... Sarah Brumfield 

BALTIMORE — Maryland tourism officials hope to 
draw more than one million people to the birthplace of the 
"Star-Spangled Banner" this summer as they open a years-long 
bicentennial commemoration of the War of 1812 with an 
international maritime festival. 

The June festival will take place along Baltimore's harbor 
during a Naval fleet week celebration featuring tall ships and 
gray-hulled ships representing navies from around the world. 
In addition, an air show will coincide with the 200th 
anniversary of the United States' first declaration of war. 
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Organizers hope to have top representatives of the U.S. Navy 
and the Royal Navy on hand to mark the occasion, said Star-
Spangled 200 spokeswoman Jill Feinberg. 

"We expect the largest festival atmosphere has ever seen," 
she said. A police crowd count during a 2000 tall ships visit 
showed about 1.1 million people visited the harbor over a 
week, and they are looking to that number as a goal, Feinberg 
said. 

The celebration will be accompanied by arts projects, 
including a new symphonic work and a giant mesh of spangles 
in the form of a flag that will fly from the Francis Scott Key 
bridge outside Baltimore Harbor. Maryland Public Television 
is producing a travelogue and accompanying coffee table 
book, and the U.S. Mint will sell gold and silver 
commemorative coins. 

All this is designed to commemorate the War of 1812 and 
mark the anniversary of the "Star-Spangled Banner," which 
was written during the war by Francis Scott Key after he 
watched the bombing of Baltimore's Fort McHenry by British 
Royal Navy ships in Chesapeake Bay. 

The U.S. Navy, which sees the War of 1812 as central to 
the development of its culture, is taking a large role in the 
anniversary events in Baltimore. 

"So many of our heroes come from the War of 1812," said 
Capt. Patrick Burns, director of Navy commemorations. 

After the Revolutionary War, the former colonies lost the 
protection of the British navy. "We had to stand up for 
ourselves," Burns said of the War of 1812. "It was a small 
war, but a very significant one." 

The Navy and nonprofit Operation Sail are organizing 
ship visits around the country in 2012 to kick-off the 
commemoration of the war, including fleet weeks in New 
Orleans; Norfolk, Va.; New York; Boston; and Baltimore, 
which has never hosted a fleet week. 

"Baltimore is shaping up to be one of the premiere sites of 
the event," Burns said. "You can't beat Fort McHenry, the 
‘Star-Spangled Banner' and the harbor." 

Organizers hope to raise $25 million to support events 
and programing and to help tourism sites around the state 
handle an increase in visitors, Feinberg said. The U.S. Mint 
will match up to $8.5 million of the funds raised and the state 
has committed $1 million to start-up costs, she said. 

In preparation for the anniversary, the National Park 
Service recently completed a new $15 million, 17,000-square-
foot center at Fort McHenry. 

The events continue beyond next summer with an 
academic conference on peace in Annapolis in 2013, 
reenactments at battle sites around the Chesapeake Bay and 
the return of tall ships to Baltimore's harbor in September 
2014 to mark the anniversary of the actual battle memorialized 
in the national anthem. 
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41. Constitution A Feature Of Boston Navy Week 2012 
Other ships, Blue Angels, also to visit the area. 
(CHARLESTOWN (MA) PATCH 27 JAN 12) ... Matt M. Casey 

The Navy announced this week that Charlestown’s own 
USS Constitution will play a feature part in Boston Navy 
Week 2012. 

Boston will be one of 15 cities across the nation slated to 
take part in festivities from June 29 through July 6. 

“America’s Navy will ‘come home’ in 2012,” according 
to the release, “giving area residents an opportunity to meet 
Sailors and learn about the Navy’s capabilities and relevance 
to national security.” 

The event in Boston will commemorate the Bicentennial 
of the War of 1812 and The Star Spangled Banner. 

In addition to events centered around the USS 
Constitution, the Navy has plans for the following in Boston: 

 “Blue Angels,” The Navy Flight Demonstration 
Team 

 “Leap Frogs,” The Navy Parachute Team 

 Visiting U.S. Navy Ships 

 Navy Band musical performances 

 Admirals and other senior Navy leaders, who will 
engage with local corporate, civic, government and 
education leaders 

 Navy simulator and other interactive displays 

 Visits to area schools 

 Community service projects and events with local 
sports franchises 

 Visits with local veterans 

Other cities hosting a Navy Week in 2012 are: Phoenix; 
New Orleans; Nashville, Tenn.; Spokane, Wash.; Baltimore; 
Sacramento, Calif.; Sioux Falls, S.D.; Milwaukee; Chicago; 
Toledo, Ohio; Cleveland; Detroit; Buffalo, N.Y.; and Houston. 
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42. Buffalo To Be Part Of 'Navy Week' 
(BUFFALO BUSINESS FIRST 27 JAN 12) ... David Bertola 

Buffalo is among 15 U.S. cities where the U.S. Navy will 
be celebrating Navy Week throughout 2012. 

During Navy Week, which will run Sept. 10-17, 
representatives of that military branch will give residents an 
opportunity to meet Sailors, and learn about the Navy’s 
capabilities and relevance to national security. 

Buffalo Navy Week will commemorate the Bicentennial 
of the War of 1812 and The Star Spangled Banner with U.S. 
Navy ship visits, and special events recognizing America’s 
Navy. 

The U.S. Navy conducts Navy Weeks across the country 
to show Americans the return they receive for their substantial 
investment in it. During a Navy Week, the Navy conducts a 
variety of outreach events in a metropolitan area to share the 
Navy story . 

Among the events included are demonstrations by the 
Leap Frogs (the Navy Parachute Team) visits by U.S. Navy 
Ships and Sailors from USS Constitution, the oldest 
commissioned warship afloat in the world. Navy Band musical 
performances and other senior Navy leaders will meet with 
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area corporate, civic, government and education leaders, as 
well as veterans. 

Other cities hosting a Navy Week in 2012 are: Phoenix; 
New Orleans; Nashville, Tenn.; Spokane, Wash.; Baltimore; 

Boston; Sacramento, Calif.; Sioux Falls, S.D.; Milwaukee; 
Chicago; Toledo, Ohio; Cleveland; Detroit; and Houston. 
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43. Cleveland Navy Week Aug. 27-Sept. 4 
(CANTON (OD) REPOSITORY 27 JAN 12) 

CLEVELAND — Cleveland has been named one of 15 
cities where America’s Navy will “come home” in 2012, 
giving area residents an opportunity to meet Sailors and learn 
about the Navy’s capabilities and relevance to national 
security. 

Cleveland Navy Week, Aug. 27 through Sept. 4, will 
commemorate the bicentennial of the War of 1812 and “The 
Star Spangled Banner” with U.S. Navy ship visits, and special 
events recognizing the Navy for keeping the sea free for more 
than 200 years. 

The Navy has planned the following events during 
Cleveland Navy Week 2012: 

 The Blue Angels, the Navy flight demonstration team 

 Leap Frogs, the Navy parachute team 

 Visiting U.S. Navy ships 

 Navy Band musical performances 

 Admirals and other senior Navy leaders, who will 
engage with local corporate, civic, government and 
education leaders 

 Navy simulator and other interactive displays 

 Visits to area schools 

 Community service projects and events with local 
sports franchises 

 Visits with local veterans 

Other selected cities include Phoenix; New Orleans; 
Nashville, Tenn.; Spokane, Wash.; Baltimore; Boston; 
Sacramento, Calif.; Sioux Falls, S.D.; Milwaukee; Chicago; 
Toledo; Detroit; Buffalo; and Houston. 
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44. Isle Marine Forces Could Grow By 1,000 
The shift is possible as the Pentagon reconsiders moving troops from Okinawa to Guam 
(HONOLULU STAR-ADVERTISER 27 JAN 12) ... William Cole 

Hawaii's military future could include another Navy 
cruiser and at least 1,000 more Marines if some forces are 
removed from Okinawa, the Star-Advertiser has learned. 

The Pentagon outlined plans Thursday to cut $487 billion 
over the next 10 years, but Hawaii's location makes it key in a 
new military strategy that emphasizes the Pacific, Asia and the 
Middle East. As such, Hawaii's military forces are expected to 
grow in certain areas and stay about the same in others, such 
as Army strength, which will remain constant on Oahu, 
military officials said. 

While the Marine Corps is making plans to drop to a force 
of 182,000 from 202,000, Hawaii's Marine contingent could 
grow by 1,000 troops or more as the Pentagon looks at 
alternatives to moving Marines from Okinawa to Guam, a 
source familiar with the plans told the Star-Advertiser. Hawaii 
could get some of those reshuffled forces, said the source, who 
is not authorized to speak publicly about the plans. 

In May the U.S. Government Accountability Office said 
the cost estimate to move the 8,000 Marines and 9,000 
dependents from Okinawa to Guam, and to relocate other 
Marines to another location on Okinawa, had ballooned to 
$29.1 billion from $10.3 billion. 

The 2012 National Defense Authorization Act froze 
funding for the Guam move, with a congressional conference 
report calling for the secretary of defense to come up with a 
new "master plan" for basing there. 

About 11,000 Marines are based at Kaneohe Bay, and 
about 700 others are part of Marine Forces Pacific 
headquarters at Camp Smith, a Corps spokeswoman said. 

When asked about the reported plan to move at least 
1,000 more Marines to Hawaii as the result of an Okinawa 
reduction, Navy Cmdr. Leslie Hull-Ryde, a Defense 

Department spokeswoman, did not directly address the 
proposal. 

Hull-Ryde said in an email that the "U.S.-Japan alliance 
remains the cornerstone of peace and stability in the region." 

The Pentagon remains "committed to the mutual 
fulfillment of the principles of the 2006 Realignment 
Roadmap," which seeks to relocate some Marines to another 
location on Okinawa and move others to Guam, she said. 

"The (Defense) Department also remains committed to 
establishing an operational Marine Corps presence on Guam 
and enhancing the alliance while significantly reducing the 
impact of U.S. bases on the Okinawan people," Hull-Ryde 
said. 

As part of the effort to strengthen a Pacific presence, 
another cruiser also might be moved to Hawaii, the source 
said. 

Pearl Harbor is home to six destroyers, two frigates and 
three cruisers — the Chosin, Lake Erie and Port Royal. 

The U.S. Pacific Fleet at Pearl Harbor said in a statement, 
"We have no information about changes in ship assignments at 
this time." 

The fiscal 2013 defense budget request also seeks a new 
round of base closures, the early retirement of seven cruisers, 
elimination of six of 60 Air Force tactical air squadrons and 
"marginal reductions" in the Army Reserve and National 
Guard. 

The Pentagon said in a budget paper that "the focus on the 
Asia-Pacific region places a renewed emphasis on air and 
naval forces while sustaining ground force presence." 

The Middle East, also an emphasis, is expected to 
"become increasingly maritime" for a U.S. military presence. 
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The current bomber fleet will be maintained, as will the 
fleet of 11 aircraft carriers. Funds have been budgeted to base 
small, shore-hugging warships in Singapore and to develop a 
new "afloat forward staging base" for missions such as mine 
countermeasures. 

Defense Secretary Leon Panetta said at a news briefing at 
the Pentagon that the military will be smaller and leaner, 
flexible and rapidly deployable. 

The U.S. military will "rebalance our global posture and 
presence to emphasize where we think the potential problems 
will be in the world," Panetta said. "And that means 
emphasizing Asia-Pacific and the Middle East." 

The budget "protects and in some cases increases our 
investments in these critical areas," he said. 

The Marines "will sustain their level of presence in the 
Pacific," and the budget supports an enhanced presence and 
partnering opportunities with Australia and the Philippines, 
Panetta said. 

The Army will keep its force level about the same in Asia 
and the Pacific as the service looks to make cuts elsewhere, 
Gen. Raymond Odierno, Army chief of staff, said during a 
stop in Hawaii last week. 

In addition, it will rotate extra soldiers through the region 
from the mainland for training, engagement and deployments 
as needed, he said. 

The Army maintains about 28,500 soldiers in South 
Korea, 23,000 in Hawaii, 2,700 in Japan and 13,000 in Alaska, 
according to U.S. Army Pacific. 

"We wanted to maintain the strongest military in the 
world," Panetta said of the new budget. "We committed 
ourselves not to hollow out the force, as has been done in the 
past in these kinds of drawdowns, to take a balanced approach 
to our budget by putting everything on the table and to not 
break faith with the troops and their families." 

U.S. Rep. Colleen Hanabusa, D-Hawaii, a member of the 
House Armed Services Committee, said the budget plan "is a 
reasonable response to our nation's economic needs and the 
changing face of our military engagements. History has shown 
us that we too often ‘fight the last war,' instead of planning for 
the challenges on the horizon. 

"The secretary (Panetta) maintains our nation's focus on 
Asia and the Pacific, which is vital to maintaining our primary 
role in this theater of the future." 
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45. RP May See U.S. Buildup: Potential Base Would Lessen Load On Guam 
(PACIFIC DAILY NEWS (GUAM) 30 JAN 12) ... Brett Kelman 

If the United States decides to expand its foothold in the 
Philippines, some of the additional military force planned for 
Guam's future could be shifted away to the nation of more 
than 7,000 islands, an expert on Asian military affairs said. 

Denny Roy, who is a senior fellow with the East-West 
Center, a Hawaii-based congressionally-funded think tank, 
said Friday that a potential military base in the Philippines 
should not be seen as an alternative to the Guam military 
buildup because the military does not have to choose one or 
the other. 

However, if the Defense Department is able to push some 
of its Pacific forces into the Philippines, it could lessen the 
amount of military might that moves to Guam, Roy said. 

"If the U.S. and Philippine governments decided to go 
ahead with a U.S. base or bases in the Philippines, it's possible 
this could take some of the burden off of Guam to host a lot 
more military facilities in the future," Roy said, adding later: 
"Probably (the Defense Department) would like to have both 
options and to use each for different purposes. But if this 
panned out, it's possible that some assets that would otherwise 
have been based on Guam could be based in the Philippines." 

Roy was responding to a story published last week by the 
Washington Post, which reported that a senior Philippine 
official said negotiations about hosting U.S. troops were in the 
early stages. 

The U.S. military once had two major bases in the 
Philippines, but most of the troops were removed in the early 
1990s after a change to the Philippine constitution, which 
banned the presence of foreign military bases. The Mount 
Pinatubo eruption, which blanketed U.S.-operated Clark Air 
Base with volcanic ash, hastened the exit of U.S. troops out of 
the Philippines. 

Philippine Buildup 
Now the administration of President Obama may be 

working to get troops back into the Philippines. Philippine 
President Benigno S. Aquino's office announced last week he 

is scheduled to visit President Obama in the White House later 
this year, although Aquino did not say they would talk about 
military bases. 

In response to the Washington Post article, Guam 
Delegate Madeleine Bordallo said the discussions with the 
Philippines had just begun, but they could complement efforts 
to maintain a "robust military force" in Asia. 

"The president has made clear that the Asia-Pacific region 
will continue to play an increased role in our national security 
... The administration remains supportive of the Guam 
buildup, and an increased U.S. military presence in the 
Philippines would be enhanced by additional military 
capabilities on Guam," Bordallo said. 

The U.S.-Japan agreement in 2006 to move 8,000 U.S. 
Marines and their families from Okinawa to Guam had raised 
hopes on the island for a major economic boom as a result of 
the planned expansion of military presence. Japan has 
contributed close to $1 billion toward the more than $10 
billion cost to move the Marines from Okinawa to Guam, but 
a few U.S. senators have voiced opposition in recent months 
against adding major funding for the military buildup, citing 
the plan to be too costly and unrealistic. 

The Washington Post story did not identify the Philippine 
official, but he supposedly told the newspaper that the two 
nations were discussing rotational troops, more frequent joint 
exercises and Navy ships operating in the Philippines -- all as 
a direct reaction to China's rise in military power. 

Geography 
In response, Roy said that American forces in the 

Philippines would have a "geographic advantage" of being 
close to the "potential flash points" of Taiwan and the South 
China Sea. 

"But it would have the political disadvantage of being 
another country's territory, and therefore subject to someone 
else's government changing the deal," Roy said. "Since this 
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has actually happened before in the Philippines, this must be 
factored into the decision." 

That's one of the reasons that a base on Guam and a base 
in the Philippines would not be interchangeable, Roy said. 

Over the last two years, military officials have said 
repeatedly that a base on Guam is easier to negotiate than a 
base in a foreign nation. Because a Guam base would be on 
American soil, the military would not have to arrange a base-
hosting agreement with another country -- which can be both 
complicated and costly. 

Different Shift 
However, at least one highly placed military official has 

said the Defense Department has considered redistributing the 
military forces planned for Guam, and several powerful 
senators have pushed for a completely different base shift. 

In May, Adm. Robert Willard, commander of the U.S. 
Pacific Command, told Congress at least some portions of the 

military preferred to spread the "headquarters units" initially 
planned for Guam throughout the Pacific. 

Part of Willard's audience was Sens. John McCain, Carl 
Levin and Jim Webb, who later pitched an alternative base 
relocation plan. The senators' plan doesn't include the 
Philippines, but it shows that leaders are at least looking 
elsewhere. 

In addition, Roy has said previously that strategists worry 
about putting too much military might in one place. Modern-
day missile technology makes it too easy to take out a single 
stronghold, Roy has said, so the military model of the future 
may be many smaller bases instead of a few clusters of big 
ones. 

The United States also last year announced plans to send 
Marines on rotation to a military camp in Australia, but the 
federal government has stated previously that's separate from 
the realignment of U.S. forces in Japan. 
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46. Pentagon Call For U.S. Base Closures A Political Move, Lawmakers Say 
(MCCLATCHY NEWSPAPERS 27 JAN 12) ... Nancy A. Youssef and Sean Cockerham 

WASHINGTON — Legislators on Capitol Hill vowed 
Friday to resist a recommendation from the Pentagon to close 
unneeded military bases around the country as a way to save 
money, saying communities could not afford it and defense 
budget cuts could be made elsewhere. 

Rep. Vicky Hartzler, R-Mo., a member of the House 
Armed Services Committee, said proposing domestic base 
closures was "dangerous." Many legislators said they wouldn't 
support closing any U.S. bases unless the military looks first at 
Europe, where the Army plans to draw down two combat 
brigades by 2015. Senate Armed Services Committee 
Chairman Carl Levin, D-Mich., said earlier this week that he 
wouldn't support closing domestic bases before U.S. bases in 
Europe were shuttered. 

Sen. Claire McCaskill, D-Mo., said many installations 
overseas are "relics of the Cold War." 

As the Pentagon tries to trim its spending after a decade 
of war, its proposal to close or realign bases appeared also to 
be in part a political move to shift some of the more difficult 
budget decisions onto Congress, lawmakers and experts said. 
Some legislators questioned what was behind the 
announcement. 

Sen. Mark Begich, D-Alaska, said he would ask Pentagon 
officials if the request was an attempt to gain leverage over 
Congress in order to forestall automatic defense spending cuts 
that would be triggered starting next year under a new federal 
budget law. 

"All that's going to do is get a lot of the members very 
upset at them, this kind of political gamesmanship," Begich 
said. "I hope that's not the strategy." 

Under pressure from Congress to cut its budget, the 
Pentagon on Thursday introduced what it called its most 
ambitious cost-saving effort in a decade. Defense Secretary 
Leon Panetta dropped an acronym that always produces 
intense emotions: BRAC, for Base Realignment and Closure. 
That's the labored and often costly process of closing or 
shrinking unneeded military bases. 

"We have no choice" because of cost-cutting demands 
from Congress, Deputy Defense Secretary Ashton Carter told 
PBS's NewsHour. 

But in the past, BRAC hasn't always proven to be a cost-
saving measure. The last round of closures, in 2005, cost 
billions in closing facilities and transferring people and 
weapons. It also created confusion as some bases made the 
initial cut, only to be spared later. 

By suggesting it start another round of closures, the 
Pentagon put Congress on the defensive to explain what it was 
doing to save money other than demanding the Pentagon make 
cuts, said Lawrence Korb, a budget expert at the Center for 
American Progress, a left-leaning Washington think tank. At 
the same time, Korb argued, it distracts Congress from 
pursuing other cuts to popular weapons systems, military 
personnel and even pensions. 

"It's a sideshow to the main budget," Korb said. "It's very 
clever" of the Pentagon. 

If Congress authorized the process, the Pentagon would 
issue a list of recommended closures to an independent 
commission appointed by the president. That commission 
would present a final list to the president and Congress for 
approval. Panetta said Thursday that process should begin "as 
soon as possible." 

Korb said it was unlikely that Congress would approve 
starting the process in an election year. Even if it did, it would 
take at least two years, he said, before the military would 
begin considering closing bases. Any recommendations could 
take as long as six years to implement. 

Pentagon officials described BRAC as the responsible 
thing to do given their plans to shrink the size of the Army, 
Marine Corps and Air Force. But officials didn't include 
possible savings from BRAC in its budget proposal, which 
they said would save $487 billion over 10 years. 

What the Pentagon called cuts, however, actually are 
reductions in future spending growth. Its base budget request 
calls for an increase of $36 billion over the next five years, or 
on average 2 percent growth every year. 

To be sure, the Pentagon believes there will be some base 
closures and shrinking installations. Gen. Norton Schwartz, 
the Air Force chief of staff, said Friday that the Air Force 
could eliminate some bases because it has shrunk its fleet by 
hundreds of aircraft since 2005 and plans to cut 10,000 
personnel in the next five years. 
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Gen. Raymond T. Odierno, the Army chief of staff, said 
that given the scheduled reduction in the size of the Army 
from 562,000 troops to 490,000 by 2017, some of its bases 
may get smaller as well. Both officials declined to offer 
specific bases that could be targeted. 

"We'll have to do some minor things, I think, probably, as 
we go through BRAC," Odierno said. "But I think, for the 
most part, we have established our installations." 

The Marines are slated to shrink forces over five years by 
20,000, leaving a force of 182,000, but Marine officials told 
McClatchy that there were no plans to alter or close bases. 

It was unclear Friday whether the Navy would reduce 
personnel. Carter, the defense undersecretary, referred in his 
PBS interview to a smaller Navy, but didn't specify whether 
he meant the number of people or the size of its fleet. 

While the Pentagon decision may have been politically 
savvy, it doesn't come without a cost to communities who fear 

that bases that provide jobs could be affected during tough 
economic times, Korb said. 

"You shouldn't be upsetting people unless you plan to do 
it," Korb said. 

Communities already are mobilizing in places such as 
South Carolina, which has an unemployment rate of 9.5 
percent. The economic impact of military installations in the 
state is more than $13 billion, said Ike McLeese, president of 
the Columbia Chamber of Commerce in the state's capital. 

He said that the cities of Columbia, Charleston, Sumter 
and Beaufort are preparing to defend their bases, which 
include two Air Force bases. 

"All of us are on alert and ready to be in the business of 
advocating," he said. He added that the state's Republican 
governor, Nikki Haley, "is now focused on this issue, 
energized." 
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47. Sen. Shaheen Wants BRAC Forestalled Indefinitely 
(PORTSMOUTH (NH) HERALD 30 JAN 12) ... Deborah McDermott 

KITTERY, Maine — U.S. Sen. Jeanne Shaheen, a 
member of the Senate Armed Services Committee, said Friday 
that no time frame has been suggested by Pentagon officials 
for the start of the next Base Realignment and Closure 
process. 

Shaheen, D-N.H., was at Portsmouth Naval Shipyard to 
speak with workers following news from Defense Secretary 
Leon Panetta on Thursday that he's recommending two BRAC 
rounds in light of $487 billion in cuts that must be made in 
defense spending over the next decade. 

The shipyard was on a 2005 BRAC list and facing 
closure, but the BRAC commission subsequently removed it. 

Shaheen said she's hopeful a new BRAC process could be 
forestalled indefinitely, given the "strong bipartisan response" 
Thursday against such an action. 

As much to the point, Senate Armed Services Committee 
chairman Carl Levin and ranking member John McCain have 
both spoken against the proposal. Levin said he doesn't 
disapprove of BRAC on the face of it, but said the Pentagon 
should first look to its European bases and installations. 

Shaheen said it's also important to note that the final tally 
of the 2005 round is still unknown, "so it's premature to be 
discussing a new round." 

She said the Government Accountability Office pegged 
the cost of the 2005 round at nearly $35 billion — "50 percent 
more than expected." 

Panetta also discussed the Virginia class submarine in his 
announcement Thursday. He suggested that work be 
postponed on one sub proposed to be built in 2013. Shaheen 
said she didn't have enough details about that proposal to 
comment on it. 

The senator said she was feeling more hopeful about 
defense plans to modify the existing Virginia class subs to 
carry more cruise missiles. The retrofitting will make the subs 
"more prepared for the kind of work that our defense needs 
right now, and is positive because our shipyard would be very 
involved," she said. 

She's still concerned because the shipyard remains in need 
of so much modernization work, she said. The Navy is 
required to file a report this September outlining its steps for 
taking care of its four public shipyards. 

Shaheen said the shipyard is "well positioned" to be on 
the radar screen in Congress, with three of four members of 
the New Hampshire and Maine delegations on the Senate 
Armed Services Committee. In addition to her, Sen. Susan 
Collins, R-Maine, and Sen. Kelly Ayotte, R-N.H., both serve 
on the committee. 

"We will be following very carefully what is being 
proposed by the Department of Defense and the Department of 
the Navy," she said. 
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48. Celebrity Chef Visits Navy Sub Base 
Irvine to test specialists’ cooking skills 
(NORWICH (CT) BULLETIN 27 JAN 12) ... Kelly-Ann Franklin 

Celebrity TV chef Robert Irvine issued a challenge Friday 
to the culinary specialists at the Naval Submarine Base in 
Groton. 

Irvine said he thinks he can serve about 1,000 personnel 
in less than three hours, with just himself and two others as 
opposed to a galley staff of 10. 

Challenge Accepted 
Cmdr. Michael Pennington and Lt. Anthony Martinez 

accepted the challenge, and Irvine said he’ll try to come back 
within the next month. 

“We’re going to have some fun with this,” Irvine said. 
Irvine, star of “Restaurant: Impossible” and “Dinner: 

Impossible,” is in town for the Mohegan Sun WineFest this 
weekend and took time out of his day to visit the base around 
lunchtime. He met with culinary specialists in Cross Hall 
Galley, as well as aboard the USS Hartford. 

Special Treat 
The visit was a treat for the culinary specialists stationed 

in Groton. According to Mass Communication Specialist 
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Chief James O’Donnell, Irvine is considered “a rock star for 
these guys.” 

“It’s awesome,” Culinary Specialist 2 Jamal Johnson said. 
“It’s a good experience, definitely, because I respect what he 
does. I went to school to be a chef.” 

About 41 culinary specialists work at Cross Hall Galley, 
and five are generally on the USS Hartford, serving about 110 
people. 

Naval Gifts 
Irvine, who served as a cook in the Royal Navy, was 

given a U.S. Navy hat and a jacket during his visit, and he 
promised to wear the jacket Friday evening at Mohegan Sun. 

“Out of respect for you guys,” Irvine told the staff. 
View Clip (RT: 0:30) 
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49. Volunteers Join Nauticus Program To Restore Ship 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 29 JAN 12) ... Sarah Hutchins 

NORFOLK - Inside the battleship Wisconsin, dust 
shimmered in a column of light coming from one of the 
portholes that brothers Joshua and Luke Cooper couldn't seem 
to get clean. 

"You don't want the captain's quarters having smudges on 
the windows," their dad, Clarke, said. 

So Luke, 11, sprayed it with glass cleaner and Joshua, 10, 
repeatedly scrubbed it from both sides. 

"I still see smudges," Clarke said, sending the boys back 
for another try. 

On Saturday, one of the ship's most important rooms was 
in the hands of a Suffolk father and his four sons. They 
polished bronze and dusted ceiling crevices and scrubbed the 
inside of drawers as part of a Nauticus volunteer program to 
restore "BB-64." 

Eight groups - many with military connections - have 
committed to spending a year restoring a space on the ship, 
which has been moored at the museum since 2000, Nauticus 
volunteer coordinator Juli Mansfield said. 

Using volunteers was a cost-effective way to preserve the 
ship and bring it to life. "In order for it to look its best, it needs 
to be shined," she said. 

The project has drawn volunteers from all over the 
country. Mansfield met a man who painted a mural of the 
Wisconsin and another who worked on its sister ship. 

"So many people passed through those hatchways," she 
said. "You never know when you'll find people with 
connections." 

Clarke Cooper, a civilian who works in the Naval Supply 
Systems Command, said he began looking for a project his 

entire family could take part in after his oldest son, Jim, was 
required to do several hours of community service for school. 

"They've never seen something like this before," Clarke 
said. "It would be a shame to grow up here and not know 
about the naval heritage." 

Mansfield and Charles Halpine, the maintenance 
supervisor for volunteers on board the Wisconsin, said they 
tried to match the skills and interest of volunteers with a space 
on the ship. 

A naval group took on radio communications and Fleet 
Weather Center Norfolk personnel will call the meteorological 
center their own, Mansfield said. 

The captain's quarters, she said, seemed liked a good fit 
for the Coopers. 

"Knowing that important decisions, the life of the ship, 
happened here," Clarke said, prompted them to adopt the 
space. 

The family's first of six trips to restore the ship started 
with a 7 a.m. wake-up call Saturday, Clarke said. He lured the 
boys out of bed with pancakes, packed peanut butter and jelly 
sandwiches for lunch, and drove to Norfolk. 

"It's a lot of work and a lot of space," Joshua said. 
After a morning of dusting and polishing, the Coopers had 

made themselves at home on board the 887-foot dreadnought. 
Two boys took a break to play Nintendo games on a couch. 
Another flopped down on the floor. Five coats hung by the 
door. 

By the end of the year, Halpine said, volunteers will have 
an idea of what it was like to be part of the ship. 

"At least for the captain," he told the Cooper family. 
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50. Rust Threatens WWII-Era Sub In Pittsburgh 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 28 JAN 12) 

PITTSBURGH — A World War II submarine that is a 
popular tourist attraction in Pittsburgh has rusted below the 
water level and may need costly repairs, officials said. 

The Requin isn’t going to sink but may need as much as 
$2 million in repairs, the Pittsburgh Tribune-Review reported 
Saturday. 

Requin is docked on the Ohio River, at the Carnegie 
Science Center. Officials there said there is no danger, and 
visitors are still welcome. 

“But we want to correct the problem as quickly as we 
can,” said Ann Metzger, co-director of the center. 

The Redevelopment Authority of Allegheny County 
approved a $125,000 grant Friday to begin determining the 
damage. 

“We will use the funds to conduct an official maritime 
assessment of the situation, as well as for engineering work, to 
determine what needs to be done,” Metzger said. 

Although the Navy inspects the sub annually, it does not 
have money to conduct the assessment, Metzger told the 
paper. 

Repairs could be made on a drydock, or in place by 
installing an underwater sea wall and pumping out the river 
water, the paper reported. That way visitors could watch the 
progress. 

Once center officials have an idea of the scope and cost of 
repairs, they will begin fundraising. 

The Navy launched the submarine on New Year’s Day 
1945. Commissioned as a standard fleet submarine in April, 
Requin did not see active duty during World War II. But the 
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vessel was at Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, when the war ended in 
August that year. 

It later served in the Mediterranean Sea with the Sixth 
Fleet, and was decommissioned in 1968. 

Requin has been in Pittsburgh since 1990. Visitors can see 
how the submarine worked, including the tiny kitchen and the 
cramped bunks in which service members slept. 
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NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
51. Plan Would Help Military Families Take Leave 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 30 JAN 12) ... Sam Hananel 

WASHINGTON — The Obama administration is 
proposing new rules to help military families care for service 
members when they are called to active duty or become 
injured. 

First lady Michelle Obama was set to join Labor 
Secretary Hilda Solis on Monday to announce the plan that 
updates the Family and Medical Leave Act. 

The proposal would let family members take up to 12 
weeks of leave from work to help a service member deployed 

on short notice. Family caregivers could attend military 
functions, deal with child care issues, or update financial 
affairs without fear of losing their jobs. 

It would also give family members up to 26 weeks of 
leave to care for a service member with a serious injury or 
illness. 

Officials also are announcing other efforts to support 
military families. 
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52. Interview With Defense Secretary Panetta 
(CBS 29 JAN 12) ... Scott Pelley 

No one would have picked a 73-year-old, affable, former 
congressman as the one to track down Osama bin Laden. But 
Leon Panetta has held the toughest jobs in Washington and 
quietly done what seems impossible. 

Before bin Laden, Panetta helped balance the federal 
budget. In a long career he had been budget director and 
White House chief of staff, but by 1997 he left Washington 
and went home to California. It was 12 years later that 
President-elect Obama made an odd request. Would Panetta 
lead the CIA? Panetta had never worked in intelligence but it 
was his team that put a Navy SEAL in bin Laden’s bedroom. 

This summer the president made Panetta secretary of 
defense, in charge of managing three million employees, 
fighting three wars, and stopping Iran from building an atom 
bomb. 

This last Tuesday, before the president spoke to the 
nation, he had a few words for Leon Panetta. 

President Barack Obama: Good job tonight. Good job 
tonight. 

Pelley: With nearly the entire government assembled for 
the State of the Union address maybe 10 people in the room 
knew what that was about. The Navy’s SEAL Team Six had 
just rescued two hostages, including an American woman. 
This time the action was in Somalia. 

Pelley: In how many countries are we currently engaged 
in a shooting war? 

Secretary Of Defense Leon Panetta: It’s a good 
question. That’s – you know, it’s – 

Pelley: You have to stop and count. 
Panetta: I’ve got to stop – I’ll have to stop and think 

about that, because you know, obviously we’re going after al 
Qaeda, wherever they’re at. And clearly, we’re confronting al 
Qaeda in Pakistan. We’re confronting the nodes of al Qaeda in 
Yemen, in Somalia, in North Africa. 

Pelley: When you’re secretary of defense, it’s a small 
world and a dangerous one. Panetta was covering it when we 
caught up with him on a trip to Afghanistan, where he has 

90,000 troops, Iraq, where the war was ending, and Libya 
where he’d helped depose Gadhafi. 

Panetta travels on a flying command post where he can 
reach every American warplane, submarine and missile silo. If 
the president ordered a nuclear war, Panetta would launch it 
from what they call the doomsday plane. 

Pelley: The president would reach you on this aircraft. 
Panetta: The president would reach me on this aircraft 

and very possibly be on this aircraft, to be able to direct what 
happens in that situation. 

Pelley: We noticed Panetta’s Spartan compartment is 
built for two. Two chairs, two bunks, two phones – for him 
and the president. But on this trip Panetta wasn’t worried 
about Russia’s thousands of nuclear weapons. He was thinking 
of what he would do if Iran built just one. 

Panetta: The United States, and the president’s made this 
clear, does not want Iran to develop a nuclear weapon. That’s 
a red line for us. And it’s a red line obviously for the Israelis, 
so we share a common goal here. If we have to do it, we will 
do it. 

Pelley: What is it? 
Panetta: If they proceed and we get intelligence that 

they’re proceeding with developing a nuclear weapon then we 
will take whatever steps are necessary to stop it. 

Pelley: Including military steps? 
Panetta: There are no options that are off the table. 
Pelley: We were surprised to hear how far he thinks Iran 

has come. 
Panetta: The consensus is that, if they decided to do it, it 

would probably take them about a year to be able to produce a 
bomb and then possibly another one to two years in order to 
put it on a deliverable vehicle of some sort in order to deliver 
that weapon. 

Pelley: Of course, Panetta knows more than he tells. 
Maybe he knows who’s bombing Iranian scientists, why Iran’s 
missile facility mysteriously blew up, or how a computer virus 
wrecked Iran’s uranium enrichment plant. Judging from the 
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U.S. spy drone that fell in Iran, America and its allies are 
waging war without sending thousands of troops. 

The doomsday plane is laden with secret gear. We can’t 
show you most of it. It’s so heavy the Air Force refueled it 
twice in the night sky over the Atlantic. It turned out the 
lightest thing on board was the heart of the man with a world 
of worry. 

Pelley: How do you launch the nuclear response from this 
airplane? You pick up this phone? 

Panetta: Don’t touch anything Scott. (Laughter.) 
Pelley: Leon Panetta is rarely far from an eyelid 

collapsing, ground shaking, belly laugh. It’s involuntary and to 
people around him its reassuring that, with lives at stake, he 
stays in touch with his humanity and where he came from. 

Leon Panetta lives on the farm where he grew up. He and 
his brother planted these walnut trees 65 years ago with their 
father, and the Panetta’s stick to their roots in northern 
California. He and his wife Sylvia raised three boys here; one 
of whom served in Afghanistan. Panetta’s parents had arrived 
here from Italy without a word of English. 

Pelley: Did you pick the walnuts? 
Panetta: Used to pick them all the time. My dad used to 

have a pole and hook, and shake every one of these branches, 
and hit the walnuts. And my brother and I used to be 
underneath collecting the walnuts, putting them in sacks. And, 
you know, my dad often said I was well-trained to go to 
Washington because I’d been dodging these nuts all my life. 
(Laughter.) 

Pelley: His mother wanted a pianist, but Panetta 
orchestrated a run for Congress and, for 16 years, represented 
his home district. He became President Clinton’s budget 
director and worked with Congress to balance the federal 
budget for the only time in the last 42 years. 

Pelley: A lot of people were surprised when your name 
came up for director of Central Intelligence. 

Panetta: I was kind of surprised, as well. I spent most of 
my life working on budget issues and thought that, you know, 
that would more likely be an area that they might want me. 
But the president said, I need somebody who can restore the 
credibility of the CIA. And for me, that represented a 
challenge. 

Pelley: The first challenge ordered by the president was 
to rethink the search for Osama bin Laden. There hadn’t been 
a good lead since the U.S. lost him in 2001 in the mountains of 
Tora Bora, Afghanistan. Within a year and a half of Panetta 
taking over as director of Central Intelligence, the U.S. tracked 
al Qaeda couriers to a house in a town called Abbottabad, 
deep inside Pakistan. Panetta sent satellites, drones, officers 
and spies to watch it for eight months, but they were never 
sure that bin Laden was there. 

On April 30th last year, Mr. Obama and Panetta made a 
point of being seen at the White House Correspondents 
Dinner. Panetta’s belly laugh was heard at every presidential 
punch line, but both men knew they had just pulled the trigger: 
SEAL Team Six would launch in 16 hours. 

Panetta: The risks were enormous, you know, going in 
that far, the prospect of detection; the prospect that, you know, 
one of these helicopters might go down; the fact that once they 
arrived there, we might, you know, have a shooting war with 
the Pakistanis take place. 

Pelley: With all of those risks you were facing, you 
recommended going ahead with this to the president. Why? 

Panetta: You know, in the 40 years I’ve been in 
government this, for me, was probably the most remarkable 
operation that I was a part of because everybody played their 
role in a very effective and responsible way. This was the best 
case we had on bin Laden since Tora Bora. And because of 
that, because for 10 years we had run into dead ends trying to 
track bin Laden down, I thought for that reason alone, we had 
a responsibility to act. 

Pelley: This is Panetta running the mission from CIA 
headquarters. He acted without telling our Pakistani allies 
because Panetta just couldn’t figure how bin Laden had lived 
more than five years, undetected, about a mile from Pakistan’s 
military academy – its West Point. 

Pelley: Elements of the Pakistani government knew he 
was there? 

Panetta: I personally have always felt that somebody 
must have had some sense of what was happening at this 
compound. Don’t forget, this compound had 18-foot walls 
around it, 12-foot walls in some areas, 18-foot walls 
elsewhere, a seven-foot wall on the third balcony of the house. 
It was the largest compound in the area. So you would have 
thought that somebody would have asked the question, what 
the hell’s going on there? 

Pelley: Is that why you recommended we not tell the 
Pakistanis that we were coming? 

Panetta: We had seen some military helicopters actually 
going over this compound. 

Pelley: Pakistani military helicopters? 
Panetta: Pakistani military helicopters actually going 

over the compound. And for that reason, it concerned us that, 
if we, in fact, brought them into it, that they might give him – 
give bin Laden a heads up. 

Pelley: I appreciate the diplomatic problems that you 
have, Mr. Secretary, but everything you’re telling me in this 
interview indicates that the Pakistani government knew he was 
there and that that’s what you believe. 

Panetta: I don’t have any hard evidence, so I can’t say it 
for a fact. There’s nothing that proves the case. But, as I said, 
my personal view is that somebody somewhere probably had 
that knowledge. 

Pelley: And there is one thing more Secretary Panetta 
noticed after the raid. There was no escape route from the 
house. It’s as if the occupant was expecting plenty of warning. 
Today, the house is also short one brick. Hanging on the wall 
of his office, Panetta has a memento that CIA officers brought 
him, labeled with bin Laden’s code name: Geronimo, 
Abbottabad, Pakistan. 

Before the raid, President Obama nominated Panetta for 
secretary of defense. He took office over seven months ago, 
these days arriving at the Pentagon at dawn and working well 
into the night. 

Last weekend, Panetta was aboard the USS Enterprise in 
the Atlantic Ocean. They even let the boss clear one of his 
planes to land. 

He may be directing shadow wars in more places than he 
can count, but one of his biggest challenges now is to manage 
the massive budget cuts in his big-ticket military that had been 
ordered by Congress. 

Panetta: The reality is that we now are facing, as a result 
of congressional action, having to take down the defense 
budget by, you know, well over $450 billion, over the next 10 
years. 
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Pelley: And that will mean what? 
Panetta: We’ll have to make some very tough decisions 

about how we do this. The last thing I want to do is to make 
the mistakes of the past. We still have to have a military that 
protects us against a lot of threats that are out there, terrorism, 
Iran, North Korea, nuclear proliferation, problem of 
cyberattacks, rising powers like China. 

Pelley: That’s quite a list for the globetrotting secretary of 
defense, but he told us that the toughest part of the job is right 
here, at his desk. 

Pelley: In your long history in government, the one thing 
that you never had to do was make decisions about life and 
death. 

Panetta: In some ways, in this job, I’m doing it every 
day. And the toughest thing in this job, frankly, is writing the 
condolence letters to the parents of those young men and 
women who are killed in action. And that loss, having been a 
parent of somebody who has been stationed over there, you 
know what that means. But I also say to them, you know, your 
son or daughter is really a true hero and patriot because they 
were willing to give their life for their country. And that 
means that they’ll never be forgotten. And I hope that’s some 
measure of comfort for them. Because, in the end, it’s the only 
comfort I have is to know that these kids, when they put their 
lives on the line, are helping America be strong for the future. 
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53. Absentee Voting Upgrades Put To Test This Year 
(NAVY TIMES 27 JAN 12) ... Karen Jowers 

A study released Friday by the Pew Center on the States 
found that significant changes in state laws bode well for 
improving the absentee voting process for service members 
and overseas civilians this year. 

But only time will tell how successful the recent 
improvements have been, said Tom Tarantino, senior 
legislative associate for the Iraq and Afghanistan Veterans of 
America. 

Tarantino, speaking on a panel during a one-day Overseas 
Vote Foundation summit, noted that there has been just one 
national election since the 2009 Military and Overseas Voter 
Empowerment Act (MOVE) was enacted. “It’s going to take a 
couple of times before we actually figure out where the holes 
are,” he said. 

But Bob Carey, director of the Federal Voting Assistance 
Program, said his office is trying to head off any problems 
early this year. “This is why we track how many Federal Post 
Card Applications have been downloaded, how many ballots 
have been sent overseas and returned to post offices from 
overseas, and why we talk to states to see how many ballots 
they’re sending out,” he said. “It’s not for enforcement, but so 
that we have an interim measure to identify problems before 
they become unsolvable.” 

Troops and families want to know not only that their 
ballot was received, but that their vote was actually counted, 
said Candace Wheeler, deputy director of government 
relations for the National Military Family Association. She 
cited survey results that show 29 percent of military and 
overseas voters had not received their ballots in time to vote, 
indicating that some are still being disenfranchised. 

“We’re not just talking about overseas,” she said, noting 
that the law applies to military members and spouses who vote 
absentee in the U.S. 

If consumers can buy products online securely and then 
immediately get an email confirming their order, she said, why 
can’t voters get confirmation of their ballots? 

Carey said military and overseas voters can track their 
ballots online to see if they were received. But because of 
privacy, a number of states separate the ballots from the 
identifying information when they receive it, so there is not 
always a mechanism to let voters know whether their votes 
were counted. 

Jocelyn Benson, an Army wife and an associate law 
professor at Wayne State University Law School in Michigan, 
suggested that one way states could help military and overseas 
voters this year is to put information on their websites about 
state and local elections, and use social networks to reach 
voters overseas. She also suggested election officials consider 
putting polling places on overseas bases, because voters 
abroad feel disconnected from their states. 

Tarantino suggested providing easy access to information 
about elections and voting through voters’ electronic devices, 
especially important for young troops whose turnout rate is 
traditionally low. “We expect the world to interact with us the 
way we interact with them,” he said. 

While federal and state officials with a hand in the 
absentee voting process often focus on how many people cast 
ballots, the focus should be firmly fixed on the voting process 
itself, Tarantino said. “Our job as advocates is to make voting 
as easy as possible. We can’t make them vote,” he said. 

View Pew Center Study: Democracy from Afar (PDF) 
View Report Summary 
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54. Hostages Freed From Pirates Face Debriefing 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 28 JAN 12) 

SIGONELLA, Sicily - Three days after being rescued by 
U.S. Navy SEALs from Somali pirates, American aid worker 
Jessica Buchanan and her Danish colleague Poul Hagen 
Thisted are at a U.S. base on Sicily being debriefed by military 
and intelligence officials who want to learn as much as 
possible about their captivity. 

But there has been no news about Buchanan's health 
following her rescue. 

CBS News correspondent Allen Pizzey reports that the 
military is respecting the family's wish for privacy. "The only 
statement they'll give is that the former hostages are now in 
Phase Two of a three-stage reintegration process. 

"That's where they have thorough medical checks, get 
whatever treatment they need, and they have a lot of 
debriefing both from psychiatrists and psychologists as well as 
intelligence officials." 
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Pizzey says that process is being described as "dynamic" - 
which means it will last as long as it takes, usually a minimum 
of 72 hours. 

In this process the ex-hostages are trying to regain what 
they've lost in captivity: predictability (because you never 
know what's going to happen next), and control (because you 
are not making decisions). 

They must also deal with the trauma of, not just their 
kidnapping, but their rescue. 

"One minute you're sitting there in darkness with people 
that are chewing a narcotic drug and carrying guns and who 
don't like you and just want whatever they can get from you," 
said Pizzey, "then suddenly out of the darkness come pretty 
scary-looking guys, I should think, but friendly guys... It has 
to be pretty terrifying, I would imagine." 

Buchanan and Thisted will remain at the base until both 
the former hostages and those helping them decide that it's 
okay to move to Stage Three: going home, or wherever they 
choose to go. 

In Buchanan's case it could be back to the States, or 
Nairobi where she lives. "That's up to them," Pizzey said. 

There are other hostages being held by pirates, including 
an American journalist. 

A spokesman for the pirates (or somebody who says he's a 
spokesman for pirates, notes Pizzey) says that the American 
journalist was moved three times in the 24 hours following the 
rescue of Buchanan and Thisted. 

"The hostage takers say they're going to keep them," said 
Pizzey. "They're not going to negotiate; they want money. 
That's what they got them for and that's what they want. 

"The probability now is that the hostages that are on land 
will be moved onto ships. There are a lot of ships being held - 
155 Sailors of various nationalities are trapped on those ships 
waiting for ransom. If they move them including the American 
journalist onto ships, it makes it much, much more difficult for 
they will to be rescued." 
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55. Marine To Take Charge Of Southern Command 
(MIAMI HERALD 28 JAN 12) ... Carol Rosenberg 

President Barack Obama has chosen to send a Marine to 
Miami to run U.S. military operations in Latin America and 
the Caribbean out of the Southern Command. 

He’s Marine Corps Lt. Gen. John F. Kelly, who first 
enlisted in 1970 and saw his two sons follow in his footsteps 
to the Corps as well. His youngest, 1st Lt Robert Michael 
Kelly, a 2003 Florida State University graduate, was killed in 
an explosion while leading Marines on a dismounted patrol in 
Afghanistan in November 2010. 

The Pentagon announced the selection of Kelly in a brief 
two-line statement Friday afternoon. Because the Senate has to 
confirm the nomination, as well as Kelly’s promotion to a 
four-star general, there was no immediate word on when he 
would succeed Air Force Gen. Douglas Fraser, the current 
commander. 

Kelly, over 6 feet tall and in his 60s, comes to the job 
with an impressive résumé: 

He’s currently senior military advisory to Secretary of 
Defense Leon Panetta, has served multiple deployments in 
Iraq and also worked as Defense Department representative on 
Capital Hill. 

A senior Pentagon official called Kelly “a man with a 
warm heart, but you don’t want to meet him on the battlefield 
if you’re the enemy.” 

Kelly has commanded troops in Fallujah, Iraq, the official 
said, and “at one time he had tens of thousands of Americans 
and Iraqi soldiers under his command” in Iraq. 

Kelly is a New Englander, born and raised in Boston and 
a 1976 graduate of the University of Massachusetts. He joined 
the Marines before going to the university, served for two 

years as an enlisted infantryman out of Camp Lejeune, N.C., 
and left as a sergeant. 

He got his commission after graduation from UMass and, 
according to his official Defense Department biography served 
in Florida at least once — out of Mayport with and 
assignments to the carriers USS Forrestal and Independence. 

Kelly’s son, who was killed at age 29, is buried at 
Arlington Cemetery outside Washington, D.C. Like his father, 
he started off as an enlisted Marine and was commissioned, in 
his case after two tours in Iraq. The general’s elder son, then a 
Marine captain, was on hand at Dover Air Force Base in 
Delaware to receive the fallen first lieutenant’s flag-draped 
coffin. 

At the time of his death, the general issued a poignant 
statement that said, in part: 

“He went quickly and thank God he did not suffer. In 
combat that is as good as it gets, and we are thankful. We are a 
broken hearted but proud family. He was a wonderful and 
precious boy living a meaningful life.” 

It was not immediately known if Kelly has previously 
served in the Caribbean and Latin America. 

More than 1,000 Defense and other government 
employees work out of SOUTHCOM headquarters in Doral, 
which Kelly has been chosen to run, on a range of Defense 
projects from humanitarian relief operations to the detention 
center at Guantánamo. 

SOUTHCOM also runs periodic regional training 
exercises that team up U.S. forces with foreign armies and 
navies that senior Pentagon officials have pointed to as a 
model for the future of a more strategic, downsized U.S. 
military force across the globe. 
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56. Ban On Lying About War Heroism Upheld 
Free speech right isn't ironclad, U.S. appeals court in Colorado rules 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 28 JAN 12) ... Ivan Moreno 

DENVER — The 10th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals 
ruled Friday that a federal law making it illegal to lie about 

being a war hero is constitutional and that making false 
statements is not always protected free speech. 
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The ruling by a three-judge panel of the Denver-based 
court reverses a U.S. district judge’s decision that the Stolen 
Valor Act violates the First Amendment. 

Courts in California, Georgia and Missouri have 
considered similar cases, and the 9th U.S. Circuit Court in San 
Francisco struck down the law on the basis of free speech. The 
U.S. Supreme Court said in October that it would take up the 
issue of whether the Stolen Valor Act is constitutional. 

The Colorado case involves Rick Strandlof, who was 
arrested after claiming he had been wounded in Iraq as a 
Marine and had received military medals. His lawyers have 
acknowledged the claims were false. 

“As the Supreme Court has observed time and again, false 
statements of fact do not enjoy constitutional protection, 
except to the extent necessary to protect more valuable 
speech,” Judges Timothy Tymkovich and Bobby Baldock said 
in the ruling. “Under this principle, the Stolen Valor Act does 

not impinge on or chill protected speech, and therefore does 
not offend the First Amendment.” 

Judge Jerome Holmes, who dissented, said, “I am 
troubled by the majority’s conclusion that false statements of 
fact — even those that are knowingly made, with an intent to 
deceive — are categorically outside the protective walls of the 
First Amendment.” 

It wasn’t known whether Strandlof would appeal. 
Congress passed the Stolen Valor Act in 2006 with 

overwhelming support. It has been used only a few dozen 
times. 

Strandlof founded a veterans group in Colorado Springs 
and said he had received the Purple Heart and Silver Star. His 
claims were questioned, and the military said it had no record 
that he ever served. He was charged in 2009 with violating the 
law, but a federal judge dismissed the case, saying the U.S. 
government had not shown any compelling reason to restrict 
that particular type of speech. 
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57. Navy Doctors Seek Clues To Treat Cartilage Loss 
(NAVY TIMES 28 JAN 12) ... Gidget Fuentes 

SAN DIEGO — Young troops suffering knee, shoulder 
and other joint injuries sometimes end up with a complete and 
rapid loss of cartilage, and Navy doctors are trying to find out 
why. 

This debilitating condition, known as joint chondrolysis, 
can sideline or force out otherwise healthy service members. 

And while it often comes from injuries with age — 
causing pain, arthritis and limited joint mobility — the 
catastrophic loss of cartilage can also occur among people as 
young as 20. 

“We have to identify [chondrolysis] better and find ways 
to prevent it,” said Cmdr. (Dr.) Matthew Provencher, director 
of orthopedic surgery at Naval Medical Center San Diego. 
Unlike common cases where cartilage tears and erodes over 
many years, with chondrolysis “it’s more of an acute onset,” 
he said. “Much quicker.” 

Dr. Daniel Solomon, former director of sports medicine 
anszd shoulder surgery at the center, said he often saw young 
troops complaining about pain and stiff joints. The wear and 
tear on cartilage may come with age, but “you shouldn’t get it 
in your 20s,” said Solomon, a commander in the Navy 
Reserve who runs an orthopedic and sports medicine center in 
Novato, Calif. 

Provencher and Solomon recently co-authored an article 
in the Journal of Bone and Joint Surgery that reviewed 830 
case reports on joint chondrolysis in the shoulder, knee, hip, 

ankle and elbow. Reasons for acute cartilage loss varied and 
included infection, embedded hardware, medications and 
surgical injury. First identified in 1930, doctors have seen 
many more cases of chondrolysis, mostly in younger patients. 
The authors hope to fill a “dearth” of analysis and ultimately 
develop more consistent diagnoses and treatment. 

Provencher had no figures on the extent of chondrolysis 
among Marines and sailors but said many active-duty troops 
suffer injuries that could potentially lead to long-term 
problems. 

Shoulder tears, strained biceps and injured anterior 
collateral ligaments in the knee, just to name a few, could lead 
to medical separation, especially if pain and mobility worsen. 
Many Marines want to return to duty before they’ve had 
ample time to recover, doctors said, which can worsen injury. 

“We have a population that really puts itself through the 
paces,” Provencher said. 

Dr. Anthony Romeo, a Chicago sports medicine surgeon 
who co-authored the article, likens service members to 
professional athletes. 

“They are trying to use their joints to the maximum 
ability,” said Romeo, team physician with the Chicago Bulls 
and Chicago White Sox. 

Provencher said he hopes to see more studies that track 
people over time to focus on chondrolysis, and said the 
military would be an “ideal” sample group. 
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58. Week In Review Jan. 21, 2012 - Jan. 27, 2012 
(YOUTUBE 20 JAN 12) ... U.S. Navy 

Welcome to this week's U.S. Navy multimedia production 
featuring selected images from around the fleet received 
during the week of Jan. 21, 2012-Jan 27, 2012. 

The images represent the work of the many naval 
photographers deployed worldwide and submitted to Navy 
Visual News Service. For access to more than 100,000 high 

resolution photos visit: 
    http://www.navy.mil/view_photos_top.asp  and 
http://www.flickr.com/photos/usnavy/    . 

View U.S. Navy YouTube Channel 
View Clip (RT: 3:11) 
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OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
59. Admiral Obama 
A diminished Navy can't meet its multiple global missions. 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 28 JAN 12) 

President Obama plans to cut the Pentagon budget by half 
a trillion dollars or more in the next decade. He also wants the 
military to take on new missions, principally for the Navy to 
lead an American strategic "pivot" to the Asia-Pacific. 

Something has to give. Care to guess what? 
The Administration's record to date is undeniable. 

Defense was targeted from day one in office, and Mr. Obama 
disguised his latest, steepest retrenchment as part of a new 
"strategic review" earlier this month. The Pentagon on 
Thursday previewed the cuts, announcing that the 2013 
defense budget due next month will decline for the first time 
since 1998. As spending on entitlements rises, budget cuts 
disproportionately hit the Pentagon, which accounts for a fifth 
of federal spending but over half the deficit reduction. 

A closer look at the Navy reveals the damage. The 
Pentagon announced that seven cruisers will be 
decommissioned sooner than planned. Plans to purchase new 
Virginia-class submarines, a large-deck amphibious ship and 
smaller attack vessels will be delayed or reduced. Mr. Obama 
vetoed the Navy's offer to drop one of 11 aircraft carriers, but 
that decision may be revisited if he is re-elected. As Chief of 
Naval Operations Jonathan Greenert wrote last month, the 
service in 2025 "may be smaller than today." 

This is not good news. The Navy's fleet is already too 
small and its ships too old to perform its multiple missions. 
The fleet has shrunk by half in two decades and currently 
stands at 285. At the height of the Reagan Cold War buildup 
in 1987, the Navy had 568 carriers, destroyers, submarines 
and other ships. 

Five years ago, the Navy pledged to get back to a floor of 
313 ships sometime in the next decade. But even that 
shipbuilding plan was stingy in ambition and funding, 
favoring smaller, relatively inexpensive combat and supply 
ships. An update last year cut the number of ballistic missile 
submarines to 12 from 14. The Pentagon's latest budget plan 
makes it virtually impossible for the Navy to meet the 313 
ship goal. And as Defense Secretary Leon Panetta wrote in a 
letter to Congress in November, if it cuts another $500 billion 
next January under "sequestration," the U.S. may be looking at 
a "fleet of fewer than 230 ships." 

Administration officials have little choice but to talk 
down the usefulness of a larger fleet. "We have the 600-ship 
Navy [now]," in terms of overall capabilities, Navy 
Undersecretary Bob Work said at an industry conference this 
month. "The numbers don't [matter]. We span the globe." 

He has a point that the weapons and technologies on 
today's ships have improved greatly since the Reagan era. The 

Pentagon has rightly focused as well on developing unmanned 
vessels and electronic warfare to ensure "access," in military 
speak, to any potential hot spot. "We will have a Navy that 
maintains a forward presence and is able to penetrate enemy 
defenses," says Mr. Panetta. 

But there's a catch: The planet isn't smaller. A ship can 
only be in one place at one time. So numbers do matter if the 
Navy is asked to chase pirates in Somalia, ferry humanitarian 
aid to Haiti, protect the Strait of Hormuz and keep a muscular 
presence in the South China Sea—to name a few of the recent 
and growing demands on the fleet. To cite another, the Obama 
Administration has also pivoted from ground- to sea-based 
missile defenses. This means that Aegis class cruisers must be 
parked in the Mediterranean to guard against an Iranian attack. 

An independent bipartisan panel that went over the 
Pentagon's last Quadrennial Defense Review in 2010 said that 
the U.S. needed a larger Navy. It recommended 346 ships, 
including 11 aircraft carrier groups and 55 attack submarines 
(compared to only 48 in current plans), which it justified by 
invoking—as President Obama implicitly did earlier this 
month—the rise of China. 

"To preserve our interests, the United States will need to 
retain the ability to transit freely the areas of the Western 
Pacific for security and economic reason," the panel wrote. A 
313-or-fewer ship Navy doesn't look imposing from Beijing. 

Doves these days say that the U.S. is in an arms race only 
with itself, and that it spends nearly half of the world's defense 
dollars, so why not cut spending to 2.7% of GDP, a level last 
reached before Pearl Harbor? Yet the Chinese certainly 
behave as if they are in an arms race. China is building dozens 
of new ships, plus cheap and quiet diesel-electric submarines 
and antiship missiles that pose a threat to U.S carriers. 

China's strategic goal is to undercut America's naval 
preeminence in the Pacific. Analysts estimate that Beijing's 
defense budget, which isn't exactly transparent, may be as 
high as $300 billion in purchasing power parity terms due to 
the lower cost of running a military in China. The base 
Pentagon budget for fiscal year 2013, which doesn't include 
war costs, will be $525 billion, and future budgets will further 
narrow the gap with China. 

The U.S. needs 11 aircraft carriers, even when no other 
country has more than one, because no other country does 
what it does. American military power has ensured global 
peace and prosperity since World War II. The Navy is the 
symbol and instrument of America's ability to project power. 
Its deterioration would hasten the end of the Pax Americana, 
carrying a high and dangerous price for the world. 
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60. New Strategy, Old Pentagon Budget 
(NEW YORK TIMES 30 JAN 12) ... Editorial 

The $259 billion in budget cuts over the next five years 
announced by the Pentagon may sound like a lot. But they are 
mainly a scaling back of previously projected spending — the 
delights of the Washington budget games. 

This year, Pentagon spending will total $531 billion. In 
2017, it will rise to $567 billion. Factoring in inflation, that 

amounts to only a minuscule 1.6 percent real cut. (Both 
numbers exclude war spending — $115 billion this year.) 

After a decade of unrestrained Pentagon spending 
increases, President Obama deserves credit for putting on the 
brakes. The cuts are a credible down payment on his pledge to 
reduce projected defense spending by $487 billion in the next 



48 

decade. They are not going to be enough. In the likely absence 
of a bipartisan budget pact, a further automatic across-the-
board 10-year cut of nearly $500 billion is to take effect 
starting next January. 

Even if a last-minute deal heads that off, the country 
needs to find more savings. And there is still plenty of room to 
cut deeper without jeopardizing national security. 

Early in January, President Obama outlined a new, more 
pragmatic defense strategy. Republicans predictably claimed 
he was hollowing out the force — but a smarter, more 
restrained use of force is just what the country needs to secure 
its vital interests. 

Much of the savings will come from cutting the size of 
the Army and Marine Corps by almost 13 percent and 
stretching out purchases of planes and ships. At the same time, 
the military will buy more unpiloted drones, add special 
operations units, equip submarines to carry more cruise 
missiles and expand its cyberwarfare capacities. 

That makes sense in a world where terrorism and 
unconventional attacks are a primary threat. Any plan to 
downsize ground forces must be matched by a credible plan to 
quickly build them up, if necessary. 

The Pentagon also proposes a new round of domestic base 
closings, a less generous formula for military pay raises after 
2015 and higher health insurance premiums for military 
retirees (families of working-age retirees now pay $500 
annually), all of which we strongly support. 

Unfortunately, that new thinking has been dragged down 
by some old-style budgetary inertia. Mr. Obama needs to push 
the Pentagon to do better. Here are some additional cuts that 
make sense: 

Shrink The F-35 Program 

The total order of stealth fighters should be reduced to 
1,000, from 2,440, saving more than $150 billion. The F-35 
was designed as a low-cost, supercapable aircraft. It has 
become the costliest Pentagon procurement project ever and 
its performance has been disappointing. The Air Force, Navy 
and Marines need to cut their losses. Most of the savings 
would not come until the 2020s. Over $20 billion could be 
saved this decade by canceling the troubled Marine Corps 
variant. 

Cut The Nuclear Budget 
Mr. Obama has declared his commitment to arms control, 

but there is no reflection of that in the budget plan. He needs 
to back it up with significant cuts in the number of deployed 
strategic nuclear weapons, ballistic missile submarines and 
intercontinental ballistic missiles. Senator Tom Coburn, a 
Republican, offers a sensible plan to do that, and estimates 
that it could save $79 billion over the next decade. 

Go To 10 Aircraft Carrier Groups 
The Pentagon could save $4 billion to $8 billion over a 

decade by revisiting the president’s unwise decision not to 
eliminate one of the 11 aircraft carriers with associated ships 
and aircraft. Ten would provide more than enough surge 
capacity to support naval air operations anywhere in the 
world. 

We know that it is politically easier to continue programs 
that outlive their usefulness or outrun their cost estimates — 
especially when Republican politicians are so eager to promise 
the Pentagon a blank check. And especially when the defense 
industry and its lobbyists are spreading so much cash around 
on Capitol Hill. But the country cannot afford to continue on 
this way. And there is no strategic argument for doing so. The 
era of hard choices at the Pentagon has barely begun. 
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61. U.S. Defense Budget Is A Good Start, But Reform Needed 
(DEFENSE NEWS 29 JAN 12) ... Editorial 

It could have been a lot worse. That was the universal 
response to the Obama administration’s preview of the Fiscal 
2013 defense spending request to go to Congress Feb. 13. 

Months of speculation that the Navy might lose two of 11 
carriers, the Air Force would lose bombers or ICBMs, and that 
all or parts of the Joint Strike Fighter would be terminated 
conditioned observers to expect the worst. 

But when Defense Secretary Leon Panetta unveiled 
highlights of the plan to cut $259 billion from Defense 
Department spending over five years, the only part that met 
the fear factor was reducing the Army and Marine Corps by 
75,000 — plus another 10,000 Air Force — active-duty 
personnel. The Navy kept all carriers but will retire seven 
aging cruisers; the Air Force kept its bombers and 
intercontinental ballistic missiles but lost six of 60 tactical air 
squadrons and will retire aging transport planes. The Air Force 
will get its new bomber, and the Navy its new ballistic-missile 
submarine. 

Some programs were killed, like the C-27J transport and a 
version of the Global Hawk remotely operated aircraft. 
Construction of a new attack submarine and amphibious ship 
were slipped, the purchase of additional high-speed vessels 
truncated, and manufacture of the new missile boat delayed by 
two years. 

JSF production was slowed down by two years to allow 
for more time for testing and design changes. 

By all accounts, the administration has taken a balanced 
approach. That said, there will be a real impact on contractors. 
Slipping programs and curtailing their volume are preferable 
to killing them, but both have an insidious tendency of driving 
up unit costs because modernization is carried out more slowly 
and less efficiently. 

The administration tried to do the right thing but fell short 
by failing to tackle tougher reforms or plan for a budget future 
that likely will look far grimmer than planned for. 

Each of the officials involved in last week’s preview 
insisted the plan was so finely balanced that any alteration 
would ruin it. It’s a good line, but unworkable in a real world 
where Congress will have a vote and debt looms large. 

Indeed, administration officials continue to maintain they 
have no plan to deal with an automatic cut of another $500 
billion — on top of the $489 billion cut mandated by the 
Budget Control Act that raised America’s borrowing limit last 
August — that would take effect in 2013 absent a deal in 
Congress. 

Despite public denials, defense leaders have spent months 
crafting worst-case scenarios, with major programs and more 
personnel cuts bargaining chips in future budget talks. 

Faced with a need to cut, the administration and Congress 
must together map deeper reforms. 

For example, personnel costs account for 30 percent of 
the budget and continue to grow at double digits annually, but 



49 

only constitute 11 percent of the proposed cuts. Tinkering with 
co-payments and flattening projected pay raises won’t be 
enough. 

And the $60 billion in savings by cutting waste is 
admirable, but at this point far from reality. 

DoD’s biggest challenge is to fundamentally change how 
it does business — from how it compensates people to what it 
buys and how. Sadly, that requires structural change across the 

department that will be off the table until after November’s 
elections. 

Broaqdcast Clip - Full-Scale Reform Needed 
(DEFENSE NEWS 29 JAN 12) Vago MUradian 
Structural reform is required for the Pentagon to change 

how it does business, Vago says. 
View Clip (RT: 1:34) 
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62. Out Of Africa 
SEALs come to the rescue in a daring night raid 
(PITTSBURGH POST-GAZETTE 30 JAN 12) ... Editorial 

Somalia is a basket case on a continent with more than its 
share of misery. Other African countries riven by problems 
have governments that more or less control their territories, 
however badly they rule. Somalia has only a pretense of 
central authority, so rival factions fight, pirates and other 
criminals thrive and ordinary people suffer from drought and 
famine. 

Such a scale of human suffering has always attracted 
brave, high-minded souls seeking to mitigate the calamity. 
Two of those were an American, Jessica Buchanan, 32, and a 
Dane, Poul Hagen Thisted, 60, both aides working for a unit 
of the Danish Refugee Council seeking to neutralize the 
modern scourge of land mines. 

In October, lawlessness caught up with them -- the two 
were kidnapped by gunmen seeking ransom. 

Enter the U.S. military, like the calvary of old, to the 
rescue in the form of SEAL Team 6, the same unit that 
swooped down in Pakistan to rid humanity of Osama bin 

Laden. President Barack Obama and Defense Secretary Leon 
Panetta had reason to trust their work. 

In a raid that would have done justice to a Hollywood 
action movie, the SEALs parachuted into the dark night from 
helicopters, hiked through the bush and surprised the sleeping 
kidnappers. After a fire fight, nine kidnappers were dead and 
perhaps three others taken into custody with no American 
casualties. The SEALs and the hostages flew back to a U.S. 
base in Djibouti. While the raid was a roll of the dice, 
intelligence suggested that Ms. Buchanan, who graduated in 
2006 from Valley Forge Christian College near Philadelphia, 
needed urgent medical help. 

There is no arguing with success. Although the growing 
presence of American troops in the area is problematic, as we 
have observed in past editorials, this elite unit can't be faulted 
for policy. They did their jobs magnificently. Americans can 
be proud that those who would prey on the vulnerable have 
been served a stern and uncompromising warning. 
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63. Back To The Future In The Philippines 
(SINGAPORE STRAITS TIMES 28 JAN 12) ... Editorial 

When the Philippines evicted the United States from its 
biggest base in the Pacific two decades ago, there were 
genuine fears that the departure of its steadying hand would 
create a power vacuum and foment instability in South-east 
and East Asia. The U.S. responded with a “places, not bases” 
strategy of small and rotational but still significant military 
deployments. 

In order to anchor the U.S. in the region, Singapore 
offered it logistical support facilities. The wisdom of 
Washington’s decision has been vindicated by news this week 
of talks to expand the U.S. military presence in the 
Philippines. If there is a deal, the U.S. will operate Navy ships 
from the archipelago, deploy troops on a rotational basis, and 
stage more frequent joint exercises. These planned activities 
are nowhere near in scale to the former American presence at 
the sprawling Subic naval base and Clark air base. 

Instead, the renewed U.S. presence will be governed by 
the terms of the Visiting Forces Agreement, which allows for 
the periodic visits of its troops for joint training and exercises 
in the Philippines. Nevertheless, the U.S. move is significant. 
It appears to be very much a part of its recently announced 
“pivot” to the region that includes plans to deploy Marines in 
northern Australia and station warships in Singapore. The U.S. 
has also sent out feelers to Vietnam and Thailand on 

strengthening military ties. South-east Asia is now an obvious 
link in America’s attempts to bolster security in the maritime 
area that runs from Guam through Japan and South Korea to 
Diego Garcia and all the way to the Middle East. 

China has responded warily to these moves, seeing in 
them an American attempt to contain it by encircling it 
militarily. However, Chinese assertiveness in the South China 
Sea dispute has played a substantial part in the calculations 
that smaller regional countries have made in response to 
America’s strategic overtures. Singapore is not a claimant 
state in the dispute and does not take sides in it. However, as a 
major trading nation, it has a critical interest in freedom of 
navigation in international sea lanes. What alarms Asean is the 
ambiguity of Beijing’s claims in the South China Sea, not least 
because the growth of China’s naval power is giving it the 
clout to enforce those claims. Seen in this light, America’s 
renewed naval role and presence in South-east Asia appears to 
be directed at balancing China’s growing influence, not 
containing it. But having said that, the decision by Washington 
should be calibrated carefully so it does not cause China to 
feel threatened. Neither Washington nor Beijing should up the 
ante and provoke the other into a race for influence, the effects 
of which will only be to destabilise a region that is poised for 
growth. 
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64. U.S. Armed Forces Wage Campaign To Go Green 
(SINGAPORE STRAITS TIMES 30 JAN 12) ... Michael Richardson 

THIS is not a drill; the United States military is dead 
serious about being able to fly its combat and cargo planes on 
jet fuel derived from algae and plants, and to power many of 
its warships on biodiesel from used cooking oil and nonfood-
grade animal fats. 

The home-grown biofuel programme, which has been 
under way for several years, is part of a broader strategy to 
increase U.S. military fuel security and reduce reliance on 
foreign oil by raising energy efficiency levels in the armed 
forces and finding cost-effective alternatives to fuel refined 
from oil. 

To demonstrate the strides made, the U.S. Navy says it 
will deploy a “green strike group” when the U.S. and partner 
navies gather later this year for the biennial Rim of the Pacific 
(RIMPAC) exercise, the world’s largest international maritime 
manoeuvres. 

The last RIMPAC in June and July 2010 in the central 
Pacific off Hawaii brought together units and personnel from 
14 countries, including Singapore. It involved 32 surface 
ships, five submarines, more than 170 aircraft and 20,000 
service men and women. 

This time, planes on a U.S. nuclear-powered aircraft 
carrier, along with two destroyers and a cruiser, will run on a 
50-50 blend of biofuel and regular petroleum fuel during the 
sea exercises. 

“We think that this represents a major step in energy 
independence for the U.S.,” said Navy Secretary Ray Mabus, 
when he announced the move last month. He added that it was 
also a step towards “reducing our dependence on unstable 
sources of foreign energy, as well as reducing the budget 
shocks that come with buying fuel from potentially or actually 
unstable” countries. 

The navy plans to follow up the RIMPAC demonstration 
by sending a carrier group on a multi-month deployment in 
2016 using 50 per cent biofuel for surface ships and aircraft. 

Dubbed the Great Green Fleet, after the famous Great 
White Fleet that the U.S. sent around the world in the early 
1900s to vaunt its growing military power, the long-haul 
despatch is intended to underscore the navy’s determination to 
cut its oil use by half by 2025. 

The U.S. Air Force, the Pentagon’s biggest jet fuel user, is 
certifying fighters, bombers and cargo jets to run on a 50 per 
cent biofuel mix. It aims to switch half of the continental U.S. 
jet fuel requirements to alternative fuels by 2016. 

Combat and non-combat vehicles are next in line for 
biofuels and increased efficiency. The U.S. military is also 

introducing solar power in place of diesel generators to 
provide electricity at its bases at home and abroad. 

The stated aim is to turn a profligate energy waster into 
the world’s most energy-efficient major military force. The 
task is huge, but so is the patronage and buying power that the 
military can bring to bear. 

The U.S. armed forces guzzle far more petrol, diesel and 
jet fuel than any other organisation in the world. 

Three-quarters of the Defence Department’s energy use 
supports military operations at home and in more than 100 
countries around the world where U.S. forces are active, 
including many in Asia and the Pacific. 

In 2010, the Pentagon used nearly five billion gallons of 
oil-based fuel in military operations. The bill amounted to US 
$13.2 billion, a 255 per cent rise in 1997 prices. In 2008, when 
oil prices reached a record of US $147 per barrel, the U.S. 
military spent nearly US $20 billion to secure the energy it 
needed. Every dollar per barrel rise in the oil price adds US 
$30 million (S$37.5 million) a year to the navy’s budget 
alone. 

One of the most promising biofuel feedstocks of 
immediate interest to the U.S. military is camelina sativa, an 
oilseed plant that comes from Europe. It belongs to the 
mustard family, along with broccoli, cabbage and canola, 
which yields a widely used cooking oil. Both U.S. military 
planes and civilian airliners have made successful test flights 
using a blend of regular kerosene jet fuel and camelina 
biofuel. 

Camelina is being increasingly planted in the U.S. by 
farmers using genetically engineered high-yield seeds. It is an 
attractive crop because of growing demand, low fertiliser and 
water requirements, and profitable co-products such as 
camelina meal and biomass as well as biofuel. The plant also 
grows well in Australia, Canada and Europe. 

But if camelina is to become a well-established and 
reliable source of renewable aviation fuel, it will have to 
compete on price with oil-based fuels. It will also have to be 
grown in commercial-scale quantities for refining. 

Whatever the outcome, the U.S. military’s search for cost-
competitive fuel alternatives to oil will continue because 
enhanced energy security is critical to power projection and 
military superiority. 

The writer is a visiting senior research fellow at the 
Institute of Southeast Asian Studies. 
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65. 5 Myths About China's Power 
(WASHINGTON POST 29 JAN 12) ... Minxin Pei 

As China gains on the world's most advanced economies, 
the country excites fascination as well as fear - particularly in 
the United States, where many worry that China will supplant 
America as the 21st century's superpower. 

Many ask how China has grown so much, so fast; whether 
the Communist Party can stay in power; and what Beijing's 
expanding global influence means for the rest of us. But to 
understand China's new role on the world stage, it helps to 
examine several misconceptions that dominate Western 
thinking. 

1. China's rise is marginalizing American influence in 
Asia. 

Just the opposite. Certainly, China's power in Asia is 
growing; its economy is now the biggest in the region, and 
China is the largest trading partner for every Asian nation. 
And its military modernization has made the People's 
Liberation Army a more lethal fighting force. 

But instead of marginalizing or supplanting U.S. 
influence, China's expanding power is pushing most Asian 
countries closer to Washington - and elevating America's 
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status. Uncle Sam's presence is still welcome because it 
prevents a regional power from dominating its neighbors and 
promotes strategic balance. Today, the more power China 
gains, the more critical the U.S. commitment to the region 
becomes, and the greater influence Washington exercises. 

No surprise, then, that when the Obama administration 
recently announced a strategic pivot toward Asia, China 
bristled, while most countries in the region felt reassured and 
applauded quietly. Today, U.S. security ties with key Asian 
nations - India, Australia, Japan, Korea and even Vietnam - 
are better than ever. 

2. China's massive foreign exchange reserves give it 
huge clout. 

China owns roughly $2 trillion in U.S. Treasury and 
mortgage-backed debt and $800 billion in European bonds. 
These massive holdings may cause anxiety in the West and 
give Beijing a lot of prestige and bragging rights - but they 
haven't afforded China a lot of diplomatic sway. 

The much-feared scenario of China dumping U.S. 
sovereign debt on world markets to bend Washington to its 
will has not materialized - and probably won't. China's 
sovereign wealth fund, which invests part of those reserves, 
has favored low-risk assets (such as a recent minority stake in 
a British water utility) and has sought to avoid geopolitical 
controversy. And in the European debt crisis, China has been 
conspicuously absent. 

China's hard currency hoard adds little punch to its 
geopolitical power because its stockpile results from a growth 
strategy that relies on an undervalued currency to keep exports 
competitive. If China threatens to reduce its investment in 
U.S. debt, it will either have to find alternative investments 
(not an easy task these days) or export less to the United States 
(not a good idea for Chinese manufacturers). Moreover, with 
so much invested in Western debt, China would suffer 
disastrous capital losses if it spooked financial markets. 

3. The Communist Party controls China's Internet. 
In spite of its huge investments in technology and 

manpower, the Communist Party is having a hard time taming 
China's vibrant cyberspace. While China's Internet-filtering 
technology is more sophisticated and its regulations more 
onerous than those of other authoritarian regimes, the growth 
of the nation's online population (now surpassing 500 million) 
and technological advances (such as Twitter-style microblogs) 
have made censorship largely ineffective. The government 
constantly plays catch-up; its latest effort is to force 
microbloggers to register with real names. Such regulations 
often prove too costly to enforce, even for a one-party regime. 

At most, the party can selectively censor what it deems 
"sensitive" after the fact. Whenever there is breaking news - a 
corruption scandal, a serious public safety incident or a big 
anti-government demonstration - the Internet is quickly filled 
with coverage and searing criticisms of the government. By 
the time the censors restore some control, the political damage 
is done. 

4. China's regime has bought off the middle class. 
Hardly. Three decades of double-digit economic growth 

has elevated about 250 to 300 million Chinese - mainly urban 
residents - to middle-class status. Since the regime crushed the 
Tiananmen democracy movement in 1989, the middle class 
has been busy pursuing wealth, not demanding political 
freedoms. But this does not mean this group has thrown its 
support behind the ruling party. There is a world of difference 
between political apathy and enduring loyalty. 

At most, the Chinese middle class tolerates the status quo 
because it is a vast improvement over the totalitarian rule of 
the past - and because there is no practical or immediate 
alternative. But as the Arab Spring shows, a single event or a 
misstep by authoritarian rulers can transform apathetic middle-
class citizens into radical revolutionaries. 

That can happen even without a precipitating economic 
crisis. Today, China's middle class is becoming more 
dissatisfied with inequality, corruption, unaffordable housing, 
pollution and poor services. In Shanghai a few years ago, 
thousands of middle-class citizens staged a "collective walk" 
and stopped a planned train extension, a project that 
threatened their home values. A similar demonstration last 
year in Dalian resulted in the shutdown of a polluting 
petrochemical plant. 

The party knows it cannot bank on middle-class support. 
Such insecurity lies behind its continuing harshness toward 
political dissent. 

5. China's rapid economic growth shows no signs of 
slowing. 

The pace of growth is already cooling somewhat - from 
above 10.3 percent in 2010 to 9.2 percent last year - and the 
downward shift will accelerate in future years. 

Like South Korea and Taiwan, which achieved stellar 
growth for three decades but have slowed gradually since the 
1990s, the Chinese economy will encounter strong headwinds. 
The population is aging; citizens 60 and older accounted for 
12.5 percent of the population in 2010 and are projected to 
reach 17 percent in 2020. This will reduce savings and the 
supply of workers, and raise the costs of pensions and health 
care. If China wants to keep its high growth rate, it must 
graduate to making Chinese-designed high-tech and high-
value-added products. It will need more innovation, which 
demands less government control and more intellectual 
freedom. 

Most critically, the investment-driven and state-led 
economic model responsible for China's rapid growth must 
give way to a more efficient, consumption-driven, market-
oriented model. Such a shift will not be possible without 
downsizing the state and making the party accountable to the 
Chinese people. 

Minxin Pei is director of the Keck Center for 
International and Strategic Studies at Claremont McKenna 
College. 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Navy Secretary Affirms Clean Energy Plans 
(HARVARD CRIMSON 31 JAN 12) ... Brian C. Zhang 

In his first visit to Harvard since the University’s official recognition of the Naval Reserve Officers’ Training Corps in March, 
Secretary of the Navy Ray Mabus spoke about the Navy’s commitment to alternative energy at Harvard Business School on Monday 
evening. 

 
2. New Mexico Tests Its Capabilities During Fellowship 2012 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 31 JAN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Peter D. Lawlor, Chief of Naval Operations Public 
Affairs 

ATLANTIC OCEAN— The crew of the Virginia-class USS New Mexico (SSN 779) joined the Royal Navy’s newest Astute-
class, fast-attack submarine HMS Astute (SSN-20) for the Fellowship 2012 exercise where the boats tried to out-flank, out-maneuver 
and out-wit each other. 

 
3. U.S. Navy, Marines Join Eight Countries For Amphibious Assault Training 
(WVEC ABC NORFOLK 30 JAN 12) ... Carl Leimer 

VIRGINIA BEACH -- The Navy and Marines are storming the beaches at Fort Story. 
 

4. Plan Would Protect Jobs Of Military Family Members 
(MSNBC 30 JAN 12) 

The Obama administration has proposed new rules to help military families care for service members when they are called to 
active duty or become injured. 

 

CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
5. Bold Alligator Training Starts Today 
(JACKSONVILLE (NC) DAILY NEWS 30 JAN 12) ... Hope Hodge 

With the end of a decade of ground combat in two wars in sight, local Marines are anxious to return to the amphibious training 
and warfare that makes their service branch distinctive. 

 
6. Navy Warfare Development Command Plays Critical Role In Bold Alligator 2012 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 30 JAN 12) ... Navy Warfare Development Command Public Affairs 

NORFOLK -- The Navy Warfare Development Command (NWDC) is playing a critical role in planning, executing and 
evaluating Bold Alligator 2012 (BA12) across every function of the command and as host facility for key components of exercise 
leadership and staff supporting U.S. Fleet Forces Command, beginning Jan. 30. 

 
7. NECC Participates In Bold Alligator 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 30 JAN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist Seaman Kay Savarese, Navy Expeditionary Combat 
Command Public Affairs 

VIRGINIA BEACH, Va. -- Riverine Group (RIVGRU) 1 will command the Navy's expeditionary forces for Bold Alligator 2012 
(BA12), the nation's largest joint forces and multinational amphibious exercise on the East Coast, which began Jan. 30. 

 
8. Former First Lady Laura Bush To Speak At USS Texas Ceremony 
(HONOLULU STAR-ADVERTISER 27 JAN 12) 

Former first lady Laura Bush is expected to speak at a change of command Wednesday for the submarine USS Texas based at 
Pearl Harbor, the Navy said. 
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9. Bounty Hunters Maintainers Keep Lincoln's Jets In The Air 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 30 JAN 12) ... Lt. Mitch Cole, Strike Fighter Squadron 2 Public Affairs 

USS ABRAHAM LINCOLN, At Sea -- The Sailors of the maintenance department of Strike Fighter Squadron (VFA) 2, have 
kept the squadron's jets in full mission capable status throughout the deployment which paid off as they flew training operations in the 
Arabian Gulf Jan. 28, said the saquadron's maintenance officer. 

 
10. Navy Trainees Arrive In Las Cruces Hoping To Earn Their Wings 
(LAS CRUCES (NM) SUN NEWS 30 JAN 12) ... Reyes Mata III 

LAS CRUCES - About two dozen World War II-style planes will spend the next two months crisscrossing the Las Cruces sky as 
part of a naval aviation training program designed to prepare the newest wave of U.S. Navy and Marine aircraft pilots for military 
operations. 

 
11. Flattop To Visit Jacksonville Today 
USS Enterprise will spend night at Mayport, leave Wednesday 
(FLORIDA TIMES-UNION 30 JAN 12) ... Jeff Brumley 

The USS Enterprise will visit Mayport Naval Station Tuesday for an overnight stay, the Navy said. 
 

12. USS Arleigh Burke Leaves For Deployment 
Destroyer to conduct counter-piracy operations 
(WAVY NBC NORFOLK 30 JAN 12) ... Leanna Caplan 

NORFOLK, Va. - USS Arleigh Burke deployed from Naval Station Norfolk Monday to conduct counter-piracy operations in the 
U.S. 5th Fleet area of operations. 

 

GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
13. Chinese J-20 Stealth Fighter Advances 
(AVIATION WEEK 30 JAN 12) ... Bill Sweetman 

WASHINGTON - Every indication is that nobody in Western intelligence saw the Chengdu J-20 coming. While it was known 
that China was developing a stealthy combat aircraft, the J-20 has emerged earlier than expected and appears to be more mature than 
the X‑plane or demonstrator that many people anticipated. 

 
14. 3 Russian Navy Ships Dock In Manila For 3-Day Visit 
(PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 31 JAN 12) ... DJ Yap 

MANILA, Philippines—Three Russian Navy ships arrived in Philippine waters on Tuesday morning, including an anti-submarine 
destroyer named “Admiral Panteleyev,” for a three-day visit aimed at enhancing ties between the two countries, officials said. 

 
15. 14 Countries To Join India In Naval Exercise 
(ECONOMIC TIMES (INDIA) 30 JAN 12) 

NEW DELHI - Aiming to strengthen cooperation among the navies in the region, Indian Navy will host 14 of its counterparts 
from South East Asia, Asia-Pacific and Indian Ocean Region (IOR) for the eighth edition of the Milan exercise in Andaman and 
Nicobar Islands starting Wednesday. 

 
16. Israel Sees Narrowing Window For Attack On Iran 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 30 JAN 12) ... Amy Teibel 

JERUSALEM — Officials are quietly conceding that new international sanctions targeting Iran's suspect nuclear program, while 
welcome, are further constraining Israel's ability to take military action — just as a window of opportunity is closing because Tehran 
is moving more of its installations underground. 

 
17. U.S. Moves Ahead With Military Sales To Bahrain 
U.S. Sale Of Some Military Items to Bahrain Draws Congressional Opposition 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 30 JAN 12) ... Donna Cassata 

WASHINGTON — The United States is selling some military equipment to Bahrain as it walks a fine line between pushing the 
Sunni monarchy to open talks with the opposition while proceeding cautiously with a strategic ally to counter Iran. 

 
18. Australia's Navy Told To Be More Visible Near Resource Projects 
(REUTERS 30 JAN 12) ... James Grubel 

CANBERRA - Defense planners urged Australia's military on Monday to maintain a stronger presence in the country's north and 
northwest to guard the booming resource industry and be better placed to respond to challenges from Asia and the Indian Ocean. 
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19. Navy Set To Be More Capable Than Ever 
(AUSTRALIAN ASSOCIATED PRESS 31 JAN 12) ... Max Blenkin 

New warships will give Australia's navy more capability than ever before, with some help from the U.S. Marines, Defence 
Minister Stephen Smith says. 

 

PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
20. Plan Would Let Caregivers Take More Job Leave 
(NAVY TIMES 30 JAN 12) ... Patricia Kime 

The Obama administration announced a proposal Monday to expand the Family and Medical Leave Act to provide better 
coverage for those who care for injured or ill veterans. 

 
21. Clingan Tapped For 4th Star, 6th Fleet Job 
(NAVY TIMES 30 JAN 12) ... Sam Fellman 

Defense Secretary Leon Panetta announced the nomination of a new 6th Fleet commander in a statement Monday. 
 

22. USS Whidbey Island Welcomes Fleet And Family Support Prior To Return To Homeport 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 30 JAN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Desiree D. Green, USS Whidbey Island Public 
Affairs 

USS WHIDBEY ISLAND, Atlantic Ocean -- Deployed Sailors aboard the amphibious dock landing ship USS Whidbey Island 
(LSD 41) welcomed representatives from Fleet and Family Support Center (FFSC) Joint Expeditionary Base Little Creek-Fort Story, 
Jan. 26-30. 

 
23. NCIS Cold Case Squad Never Forgets Victims 
(NAVY TIMES 29 JAN 12) ... William H. McMichael 

The case was cold. Ice cold. 
 

FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
24. U.S. Navy Plans 'Great Green' Biofuels Fleet 
A U.S. Navy plan to have half its fleet running on alternative fuels by the end of the decade may provide a 
boost to Australian producers. 
(AUSTRALIAN BROADCASTING CORPORATION 31 JAN 12) ... Conor Duffy 

U.S. Navy officials are expected to outline the plans - which include sourcing fuel from Australian producers - at an international 
conference on biofuels and shipping in Sydney today. 

 
25. Pentagon Punts on Major Program Cuts 
Platforms Face New Threats After Elections 
(DEFENSE NEWS 30 JAN 12) ... Marcus Weisgerber and Zachary Fryer-Biggs 

The U.S. Defense Department’s fiscal 2013 budget plan to cut $259 billion from spending over the next five years is unlikely to 
damage America’s defense industrial base largely because it sidesteps major program cuts in a presidential election year, according to 
analysts. 

 
26. Ejection Parachute Issue Grounds F-35As 
(AVIATION WEEK 30 JAN 12) ... Amy Butler 

WASHINGTON - Fifteen new Lockheed Martin F-35 fighters, some of which are participating in the flight testing so critical to 
moving the troubled Joint Strike Fighter program forward, have been grounded owing to improper loading of parachutes in their 
ejection seats. 

 
27. NAVAIR, Partners Announce Groundwork For Software Apps Store 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 30 JAN 12) ... Naval Air Systems Command Public Affairs 

NAVAL AIR STATION PATUXENT RIVER, Md. -- NAVAIR announced Jan. 30 that it is working with multiple sponsors to 
establish guidelines to support the migration of avionics software applications across DoD aviation platforms. 

 

BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
28. Navy Week Coming To Toledo In August In Great Lakes Tour 
(TOLEDO BLADE 29 JAN 12) 

Toledo has been chosen among 15 cities nationwide to host a Navy Week this year, the Navy announced. 
 



 4

29. Lawmakers Say Base Closures DOA 
(THE HILL 30 JAN 12) ... Jeremy Herb 

Lawmakers from both parties are signaling they will do everything in their power to stop the Obama administration from 
launching another round of military base closures in the United States. 

 
30. BRAC: A Scary Word In Groton 
Despite millions invested, a potential military review causes anxiety 
(GROTON (CT) PATCH 30 JAN 12) ... Deborah Straszheim 

Even though Naval Submarine Base New London was saved the last time, when you say the word “BRAC” in Groton, people get 
nervous. 

 
31. Uncertainty At NSA Crane, But Westgate Academy Conference Center Moving Forward 
(GREENE COUNTY (IN) DAILY WORLD 30 JAN 12) ... Nick Schneider 

While NSA Crane and its tenants -- Naval Surface Warfare Center, Crane (NSWC) and Crane Army Ammunition Activity 
(CAAA) and the Coast Guard -- support more than 5,000 civilian and military personnel on-base, an announcement in the past week 
of an unexpected round of BRAC (Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission) reviews in the coming year has some 
uncertain about the future of the U.S. Navy's third largest military installation. 

 
32. Bordallo Has "Serious Reservations" About Navy's RFP For Ship Repair Facility 
(PACIFIC NEWS CENTER (GUAM) 31 JAN 12) ... Kevin Kerrigan 

GUAM - Guam Congresswoman Madeleine Bordallo says she has "serious reservations about assumptions that [the] Navy has 
made in the current RFP regarding commercial ship repair capabilities on Guam." 

 
33. Futenma Relocation Plan Presents Risk To Okinawa Environment, Governor's Panel Says 
(STARS AND STRIPES 31 JAN 12) ... Travis J. Tritten and Chiyomi Sumida 

CAMP FOSTER, Okinawa — The U.S.-Japan plan to relocate Marine Corps Air Station Futenma farther north on Okinawa will 
cause irreparable environmental damage despite claims by Tokyo that any risks can be managed, a panel of experts advising the 
island’s governor said Tuesday. 

 
34. Gov't Mulls Test Flights Of Controversial U.S. Aircraft In Okinawa 
(KYODO NEWS 31 JAN 12) 

TOKYO -- Defense Minister Naoki Tanaka said Tuesday the government will look into conducting test flights of the MV22 
Osprey vertical takeoff and landing aircraft at a U.S. base in Okinawa Prefecture before their full deployment there later this year. 

 
35. U.S. Military Envisions More Bases Like Djibouti Facility 
(US NEWS 30 JAN 12) ... John T. Bennett 

A little-known U.S. military facility in the Middle East is a model for the kind of American bases President Obama's new defense 
strategy suggests soon will pop up around the globe, a senior Pentagon official said Monday. 

 

NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
36. From Biden, A Vivid Account Of Bin Laden Decision 
(NEW YORK TIMES 31 JAN 12) ... Mark Landler 

In the anguished White House debates over the war in Afghanistan, Vice President Joseph R. Biden Jr. argued consistently to 
stress counterterrorism over the more costly strategy of nation-building. It turns out, though, that Mr. Biden warned against the most 
sensational counterterrorism operation of the Obama presidency: the commando raid that killed Osama bin Laden. 

 
37. Operation Sustainability: U.S. Military Sets Ambitious Environmental Goals 
(RENEWABLE ENERGY WORLD 30 JAN 12) ... Michael d'Estries 

With personnel nearly the population of Chicago and a fleet of over 500,000 aircrafts, vessels, and vehicles, the U.S. Department 
of Defense is a massive and energy-hungry institution. 

 
38. Interview With U.S. Rep. Adam Smith 
(DEFENSE NEWS 30 JAN 12) ... Kate Brannen 

The top Democrat on the Republican-led House Armed Services Committee, Rep. Adam Smith, D-Wash., will play a leading role 
in shepherding the Obama administration’s defense agenda through Congress as military spending declines as part of a broader drive 
to cut the country’s debt. 
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39. 'Reversibility' In Budget Said To Impact Industry Multiple Ways 
(DEFENSE DAILY 31 JAN 12) ... Emelie Rutherford 

The Pentagon is "quite serious" about applying so-called reversibility to budget decisions that impact the defense industry, a 
senior official said yesterday. 

 
40. One Soldier's Progress Against Traumatic Brain Injury 
New treatment facility helps soldier make rapid progress against TBI 
(PROPUBLICA 30 JAN 12) ... Joaquin Sapien and Daniel Zwerdling 

When Army Sgt. Victor Medina returned home from Iraq in the summer of 2009, his life was a shambles. His tour had been cut 
short after he suffered a concussion during a roadside blast. Though his injury wasn't visible, he struggled with balance and noticed 
that his ability to read, think and even talk had changed for the worse. 

 
41. Disability Claims Going Online 
(MILITARY UPDATE 29 JAN 12) ... Tom Philpott 

The only way to achieve Veterans Affairs Secretary Eric Shinseki's goal for 2015 — that every disability compensation claim gets 
processed within 125 days and with 98 percent accuracy — is to shift to a paperless claims system. And that transformation has begun. 

 
42. Naval Academy Leadership Conference Opens With Former Apple Exec 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 30 JAN 12) ... Jessica Clark, U.S. Naval Academy 

ANNAPOLIS, Md. -- An entrepreneur and author opened the Naval Academy Leadership Conference Jan. 30 with a speech about 
the leadership skills he learned from Steve Jobs while working for Apple. 

 
43. Military Probe Adding To Skepticism Of DMAA 
(STARS AND STRIPES 29 JAN 12) ... Travis J. Tritten 

CAMP FOSTER, Okinawa — The Defense Department is investigating a popular body-building supplement suspected in the 
deaths of two soldiers as well as organ failure and other serious health problems in others. 

 
44. Better Information Sharing Between Public, Private Sectors Needed, Report Says 
(DEFENSE DAILY 31 JAN 12) ... Pat Host 

Sharing information and best practices among government, industry and academia is crucial to nations shoring up their cyber 
security defenses, according to a report released yesterday. 

 

OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
45. Obama Exploits The Navy SEALs 
There may be political value in detailing how our special forces hunted bin Laden, but doing so threatens 
troop safety and future missions. 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 31 JAN 12) ... Leif Babin 

America's premier Special Operations force is once again in the headlines after a team of Navy SEALs rescued two hostages from 
captivity in Somalia last week. Elite U.S. forces have carried out such operations periodically over the past decade, always with skill 
and bravery. The difference in recent months is that the details of their work haven't remained secret. On the contrary, government 
officials have revealed them for political gain—endangering our forces in the process. 

 
46. Guns, Now Butter 
The Pentagon owes Americans real budget cuts 
(PITTSBURGH POST-GAZETTE 31 JAN 12) ... Editorial 

President Barack Obama and every other American who believes that the Department of Defense has become oversized in the 
past 11 years of unremitting warfare must pay close attention as the Pentagon puts forward what are allegedly proposed budget cuts. 

 
47. Bipartisan Strategy Takes Shape To Close Overseas U.S. Bases 
(DEFENSE NEWS 29 JAN 12) ... Raymond DuBois and David Vine 

At a time when bipartisanship on Capitol Hill has essentially disappeared, an intriguing example of cross-party consensus has 
emerged in a relatively obscure area of foreign policy: closing overseas military bases. 

 

BBLLOOGGSS::  
48. EXCERPTS FROM BLOGS AROUND THE WORLD 
(PUBLISHED 27 – 30 JAN 12) 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Navy Secretary Affirms Clean Energy Plans 
(HARVARD CRIMSON 31 JAN 12) ... Brian C. Zhang 

In his first visit to Harvard since the University’s official 
recognition of the Naval Reserve Officers’ Training Corps in 
March, Secretary of the Navy Ray Mabus spoke about the 
Navy’s commitment to alternative energy at Harvard Business 
School on Monday evening. 

At the event sponsored by the Harvard Business School 
Association of Boston, Mabus presented plans to decrease the 
Navy’s dependence on foreign oil, which he said has made its 
operations susceptible to fluctuations in global prices. 

“When you run a military organization...you look for 
vulnerabilities,” Mabus said. “Our energy dependence jump[s] 
out as one of the biggest vulnerabilities we have today.” 

Mabus, who has held office since 2009, has pledged for 
50 percent of all Department of Navy energy to come from 
alternative sources by 2020. President Barack Obama praised 
these efforts in last Tuesday’s State of the Union address. 

In particular, Mabus focused on the transition to biofuels 
in Navy and Marine Corps vessels and aircraft. When an 
audience member questioned the increase in operation costs 
that would result from using green energy, Mabus said that the 
price of biofuels has already dropped dramatically in recent 
years. 

Beyond the environmental implications, Mabus said that 
Naval commitment to U.S.-grown biofuels could help spur 
American competitiveness in the burgeoning industry. He 
cited the Navy’s purchase of U.S. steel in the early 1900s as a 
crucial step towards creating a robust steel industry. The Navy 

can have a similar effect on green energy by increasing 
demand, he said. 

Mabus also commented on the significance of Harvard’s 
decision to bring back Naval ROTC. The military withdrew 
from campus in 1969 amidst student and faculty protests 
against the Vietnam War. In the last few years, the University 
maintained chilly relations with the military, calling “Don’t 
Ask, Don’t Tell” a violation of its non-discrimination policy. 
In December 2010, Congress repealed DADT, which banned 
gays and lesbians from openly serving in the military. 

Mabus praised the agreement he signed last March with 
University President Drew G. Faust that renewed the Navy’s 
relationship with Harvard. 

“It’s very appropriate that Naval ROTC is back at 
Harvard,” Mabus said. “It’s an oversight that I’m glad has 
been corrected.” 

Mabus also highlighted Harvard’s leadership on the issue, 
mentioning similar steps to bring back ROTC at Yale and 
Columbia in the days after his meeting with Faust. 

At the beginning of the event, Mabus recognized audience 
member Admiral Thomas J. Hudner, Jr., a retired U.S. Navy 
aviator and Medal of Honor recipient for his service during the 
Korean War. 

“I thought it was a great presentation,” Hudner said. 
“Even for a sophisticated group like this, it was very 
edifying.” 

Return to Index 
 

2. New Mexico Tests Its Capabilities During Fellowship 2012 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 31 JAN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Peter D. Lawlor, Chief of Naval Operations Public 
Affairs 

ATLANTIC OCEAN— The crew of the Virginia-class 
USS New Mexico (SSN 779) joined the Royal Navy’s newest 
Astute-class, fast-attack submarine HMS Astute (SSN-20) for 
the Fellowship 2012 exercise where the boats tried to out-
flank, out-maneuver and out-wit each other. 

Chief of Naval Operations (CNO) Adm. Jonathan 
Greenert and First Sea Lord and Chief of the Naval Staff of 
the Royal Navy Adm. Sir Mark Stanhope, both with careers 
that originated in the submarine community, were welcomed 
by their submariner brethren who reveled at the opportunity to 
impress the service chiefs with their operational capabilities 
and four-star hospitality, all while engaging the Royal Navy’s 
newest Astute-class, fast-attack submarine HMS Astute (SSN-
20) as part of the Fellowship 2012 exercise. 

New Mexico’s Commanding Officer Cmdr. George Perez 
said he and his crew were honored to host the two highest 
distinguished naval officers and submariners in the U.S. and 
British fleets. Perez also said from a training standpoint, he 
appreciated the chance to tactically compete with such an 
accomplished and advanced Astute boat and crew. 

“This is a great opportunity for the crew, for the Virginia-
class program, the U.S. Navy, and submarine force to have 
this opportunity to take this boat out against what we in the 
submarine community consider is the best competition out 
there,” Perez said. “The crew has enjoyed every minute of it.” 

Perez said he hopes to do more exercises like Fellowship 
in the future because the value added by performing real time 
tracking, deterrence and attack scenarios cannot be replicated 
to the same level of authenticity by other forms of training. 

Ensign Steven Connell was the junior officer of the watch 
for section one aboard New Mexico during the exercise. 
Connell said the exercise provided him and his shipmates with 
a better appreciation of what they and their boat can do. 

“It let us see our capabilities versus their capabilities and 
it’s a very close match between the two countries,” Connell 
said. 

Sonar Technician (Submarine) 3rd Class Michael Deline, 
assigned to New Mexico’s sonar division, said his division 
was responsible for finding, mapping and tracking the Astute. 
Deline said he was extremely satisfied with the performance 
of New Mexico in her first international operation. 

“The Navy puts in so much research and development 
into its submarines,” Deline said. “And with this submarine, 
most of us from my division have been here since the 
beginning, so we’ve watched the progress of a Virginia-class 
submarine from the ground up.” 

“Having the First Sea Lord and CNO onboard you could 
feel the energy on this boat,” Connell said. “Everyone was real 
excited about this exercise, morale was high, and it was just 
overall a really good thing for both countries.” 
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Connell said he was not surprised that the CNO and First 
Sea Lord attended the exercise. 

“What better time to visit?” Connell said. “These are two 
of the greatest warships in the world right now and we’re both 
going head to head. What better time and place than right now 
to tour these boats and see them first hand?” 

Both Greenert and Stanhope said their presence aboard 
New Mexico and Astute during the exercise was a unilateral 
showing of support and trust between the two long-standing 
allies as well as a poignant emphasis on the importance of the 
continued development of the submarine program. 

Return to Index 
 

3. U.S. Navy, Marines Join Eight Countries For Amphibious Assault Training 
(WVEC ABC NORFOLK 30 JAN 12) ... Carl Leimer 

VIRGINIA BEACH -- The Navy and Marines are 
storming the beaches at Fort Story. 

The exercise is called Bold Alligator 2012, the East 
Coast's largest joint and multinational amphibious assault 
exercise in the past ten years. U.S. units involved are the 
Enterprise Carrier Strike Group, Expeditionary Strike Group 
2, 2d Marine Expeditionary Brigade, Iwo Jima Amphibious 
Ready Group, 24th Marine Expeditionary Unit, Naval 
Expeditionary Combat Command and other ships and units. 
Forces from eight other countries are taking part. 

The Navy says it's meant to revitalize Navy and Marine 
Corps amphibious expeditionary tactics, techniques and 
procedures, and reinvigorate its culture of conducting 
combined Navy and Marine Corps operations from the sea. 

The exercise begins Monday and ends Feb. 12, and will 
take place ashore and off the coasts of Virginia, North 
Carolina and Florida. 

"In today's world, the Navy-Marine Corps team must 
remain capable of gaining access to an operational area, and 
projecting and sustaining a sizable landing force ashore," said 
Lt. General Dennis Hejlik, Commander, MARFORCOM. 

The exercise ends with three large-scale events: an 
amphibious assault at Camp Lejeune, N.C.; an aerial assault 
from the sea into Fort Pickett and an amphibious raid on Fort 
Story. 

View Clip (RT: 1:28) 

Return to Index 
 

4. Plan Would Protect Jobs Of Military Family Members 
(MSNBC 30 JAN 12) 

The Obama administration has proposed new rules to help 
military families care for service members when they are 
called to active duty or become injured. 

First lady Michelle Obama and Labor Secretary Hilda 
Solis announced the plan, an update to the Family and Medical 
Leave Act, on Monday. 

"Many service members come home stressed, ill or 
injured," Solis said. "They need attention, care and support 
from the people that love them the most. And we've got an 
obligation to help them make that possible." 

The act, first passed in 1993 and revised several times 
since then, entitles workers at covered companies to take 
unpaid leave for specified family and medical reasons without 
fear of losing their job. 

The new proposal would amend the act to let family 
members take up to 12 weeks of leave from work to help a 
service member deployed on short notice. Family caregivers 
could attend military functions, deal with child care issues, or 
update financial affairs. 

It would also give family members up to 26 weeks of 
leave to care for a service member with a serious injury or 
illness. 

The proposal would also extend the leave act for family 
members of veterans for up to five years after leaving the 
military. Currently, the law only covers family members of 
service members on active duty. 

View proposed changes to the Family and Medical Leave 
Act. (PDF) 

View Clip (RT: 25:11) 
Return to Index 
 
 

CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
5. Bold Alligator Training Starts Today 
(JACKSONVILLE (NC) DAILY NEWS 30 JAN 12) ... Hope Hodge 

With the end of a decade of ground combat in two wars in 
sight, local Marines are anxious to return to the amphibious 
training and warfare that makes their service branch 
distinctive. 

During the next few weeks, they will have the chance to 
do just that. Bold Alligator 2012, a two-week shipboard 
training exercise, will involve a host of Navy and Marine 
Corps and allied units including 2nd Marine Expeditionary 
Brigade, comprising over 14,000 troops from II Marine 
Expeditionary Force ground, air, and logistics elements. 

The exercise, billed as the largest amphibious endeavor 
since the 1990s, will conclude with a full-scale landing on 
Onslow beach, complete with air assets and a complement of 
amphibious vehicles and equipment. According to organizers, 
it is also the first exercise of this scale ever to blend live and 
synthetic training, with command centers shipboard and on the 
beach reacting to changing mission scenarios and elements 
and deploying real troops and equipment accordingly. 

A Future Operations officer for Lejeune’s 2nd Marine 
Regiment, Maj. Jacob Matt, said units with the MEB, 
including 2nd Battalion, 8th Marines, 3rd Battalion, 2nd 
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Marines, Combat Logistics Regiment 25, and Marine Aircraft 
Group 29 from New River, were now in Norfolk, preparing 
for embarkation early this week. 

The exercise, he said, would center on a forced entry into 
a hostile country launched from the sea, with mandates not to 
intrude on or destroy the nation’s infrastructure. 

Working with Expeditionary Strike Group 2 out of 
Norfolk and about 25 U.S. and Coalition ships in total on the 
exercise, Matt said, would be an unfamiliar experience for 
many of the troops tapped to participate. 

“We’re reinvigorating our culture of conducting those 
exercises from the sea,” he said. “Unfortunately, we’ve had a 
whole generation of Marines who haven’t had the ability to 
train from the sea.” 

But from uprisings in Libya to and earthquake in Haiti, 
Matt said the recent past was replete with examples of the 

significance and continued potential of amphibious operations, 
in combat, peacekeeping, and aid capacities. 

And an exercise of this size and scope, he said, would 
also allow for experimentation with new techniques and 
equipment, in as real-world a context as possible. 

“We do have some limited experimentations that are 
ongoing,” he said. “Those range from different surveillance 
platforms, to putting different aircraft on different ships. Fire 
directions and command-and-control are all being tested with 
the doctrine that we’ve used forever. Every exercise we do, we 
test against our doctrine.” 

Bold Alligator 12 begins today kicks off Jan. 30 and 
continues through Feb. 13. To learn more about the exercise as 
it continues, visit 
Public.navy.mil/usff/ba12/Pages/default.aspx , or follow 
Twitter.com/boldalligator. 

Return to Index 
 

6. Navy Warfare Development Command Plays Critical Role In Bold Alligator 2012 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 30 JAN 12) ... Navy Warfare Development Command Public Affairs 

NORFOLK -- The Navy Warfare Development 
Command (NWDC) is playing a critical role in planning, 
executing and evaluating Bold Alligator 2012 (BA12) across 
every function of the command and as host facility for key 
components of exercise leadership and staff supporting U.S. 
Fleet Forces Command, beginning Jan. 30. 

BA12, scheduled to run until Feb. 12, is the largest east 
coast amphibious exercise conducted by the Navy and Marine 
Corps in at least the past 10 years. The intent of the exercise is 
to revitalize Navy and Marine Corps amphibious tactics, 
techniques and procedures, and reinvigorate its culture of 
conducting combined operations from the sea at the Marine 
Expeditionary Brigade (MEB)/Expeditionary Strike Group 
(ESG)-level. 

NWDC's state-of-the-art Navy Center for Advanced 
Modeling and Simulation (NCAMS) is the site of the BA12 
Joint Exercise Control Group (JECG) and the Combined Force 
Maritime Component Commander (CFMCC) staff. 

Vice Adm. David H. Buss, deputy commander, U.S. Fleet 
Forces and commander, Task Force 20, who will also serve as 
the CFMCC for the exercise, recently expressed his 
appreciation for NWDC's role in the exercise. "What happens 
here are at NWDC will have a profound impact on the future 
of Navy and Marine Corps interoperability," Buss said. 

As the Navy's forward-leaning command directed to 
develop, test and deliver solutions to the maritime warfighter, 
NWDC's directorates are contributing to BA12 in several 
ways. 

The Modeling and Simulation (M&S) directorate is 
operating the technical infrastructure known as the Navy 
Continuous Training Environment (NCTE) in support of 
BA12, in addition to hosting the JECG, CFMCC and 
significant portions of the controlling organization in 
NCAMS. The M&S directorate also engineered and installed 
voice communications and simulation networks specifically 

designed to support BA12's live, virtual and constructive 
exercise requirements. 

For experimentation, the Allied Command and Control 
experimentation team is providing an updated draft Allied 
Tactical Memorandum (TACMEMO) to the exercise 
participants. NWDC will also be supporting data collection 
efforts to ensure the appropriate capture of observations to 
best inform the final development of this document. Three 
ship riders and other NWDC personnel are capturing the data 
and, upon exercise completion, will distribute a final draft 
TACMEMO to stakeholders. 

BA12 presents an invaluable opportunity for participants, 
observers, and evaluators to directly and rapidly influence the 
doctrine review and development process. NWDC Doctrine 
and Training Integration, has solicited input from BA12 
exercise participants, observers and evaluators for potential 
updates to amphibious operations-related doctrine. 
Additionally, NWDC Doctrine has put together a ready 
reference "electronic bookshelf" of relevant amphibious 
related doctrine for quick reference by BA12 participants and 
watch standers in NCAMS, utilizing its online Navy Doctrine 
Library System (NDLS). 

NWDC is collecting and analyzing many facets of the 
exercise both afloat and ashore to help develop lessons learned 
from BA12 in order to improve the Navy and Marine Corps' 
amphibious capabilities in the future. 

The Navy Warfare Development Command is the Navy's 
conduit between the fleet and its leaders, directed to develop 
coherent, creative and timely solutions to operational 
capability challenges and help move the fleet forward through 
the 21st Century. Its core competencies; concepts, 
experimentation, modeling and simulation, information 
dominance, lessons learned and doctrine, make the command 
the solutions hub to meet the needs of the maritime warfighter 
in a challenging global environment. 

Return to Index 
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7. NECC Participates In Bold Alligator 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 30 JAN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist Seaman Kay Savarese, Navy Expeditionary Combat 
Command Public Affairs 

VIRGINIA BEACH, Va. -- Riverine Group (RIVGRU) 1 
will command the Navy's expeditionary forces for Bold 
Alligator 2012 (BA12), the nation's largest joint forces and 
multinational amphibious exercise on the East Coast, which 
began Jan. 30. 

RIVGRU-1 is part of the Navy Expeditionary Combat 
Command (NECC) that deployed to North Carolina as 
headquarters for the Navy Expeditionary Force (NEF) 
supporting BA12. 

Units from NECC participating include RIVGRU-1, 
Riverine Squadrons (RIVRON), Maritime Civil Affairs Team 
(MCAST), Navy Expeditionary Intelligence Command 
(NEIC), and Expeditionary Training Group (ETG). 

"The NEF represents the first live play on the ground and 
inland waters of North Carolina for Bold Alligator 2012, 
representing the historic flexibility of maritime services," said 
Capt. Christopher Halton, the commodore of RIVGRU-1 and 
commander of NEF. 

The NEF provides command and control necessary to 
integrate NECC into any Navy operation. BA12 provides 
NECC the opportunity to further refine partnerships for 
worldwide Navy support, including joint operations and allied 
forces, extending global partnerships. In the BA12 scenario, 
the NEF deploys to assist a fictitious host nation. 

"The NEF was the first U.S. force placed at the maritime-
ground seam to help the host nation's security forces improve 
their capability and capacity," said Halton. "In addition, the 
NEF is assisting the host nation with countering insurgent 
activity, maintaining or developing goodwill in the local 
populace as well as preparing for the follow-on amphibious 
landing." 

Expeditionary forces operate on or near coastal and 
waterway areas to execute the six core capabilities of the 

Maritime Strategy; forward presence, deterrence, sea control, 
power projection, maritime security and humanitarian 
assistance/disaster response. 

"The NEF is extending the United States' 'Blue Water 
Option' further into the inland waterways and harbors of 
nations who request help," said Halton. "There is no other 
Navy force that can operate from a ship or ashore with equal 
ease and with the same operational capability." 

ETG will assist in directing BA12 and evaluate NECC 
performance to further refine NECC procedures by 
coordinating synthetic training by utilizing realistic actors and 
contractors. Expeditionary forces will operate in at least seven 
different locations throughout the duration of the exercise. 

In addition to NECC, units participating in BA12 include 
the Enterprise Carrier Strike Group (CSG), Expeditionary 
Strike Group (ESG) 2, 2nd Marine Expeditionary Brigade 
(MEB), Iwo Jima Amphibious Ready Group (ARG), 24th 
Marine Expeditionary Unit (MEU), as well as various other 
ships and units. 

BA12 is a live, scenario-driven simulation held off the 
coasts of Virginia, North Carolina, and Florida from Jan. 30 to 
Feb. 12. Its purpose is to revitalize Navy and Marine Corps 
amphibious expeditionary capabilities and to test and 
strengthen the fundamental roles of amphibious operations by 
focusing on force readiness and proficiency. 

Eight countries will join U.S. forces in the exercise, 
allowing American service members and coalition partners the 
opportunity to exercise amphibious operations in a real-world 
environment. 

NECC is a command element and force provider for 
integrated maritime expeditionary missions, serving as a 
single functional command for the Navy's expeditionary 
forces. 
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8. Former First Lady Laura Bush To Speak At USS Texas Ceremony 
(HONOLULU STAR-ADVERTISER 27 JAN 12) 

Former first lady Laura Bush is expected to speak at a 
change of command Wednesday for the submarine USS Texas 
based at Pearl Harbor, the Navy said. 

Cmdr. Andrew Hertel will relieve Cmdr. Robert Roncska 
as commanding officer of Texas. The former first lady, a 
native Texan, is the ship's sponsor, and has known Roncska 
since his time as naval aide to President George W. Bush from 
2006 to 2008, officials said. 

Commissioned Sept. 9, 2006, the $2.7 billion Texas was 
the second Virginia-class attack submarine constructed. The 
state-of-the-art submarine is capable of supporting a multitude 
of missions, including anti-submarine warfare, anti-surface 
ship warfare, naval special warfare involving special 
operations forces, and intelligence, surveillance, and 
reconnaissance. 
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9. Bounty Hunters Maintainers Keep Lincoln's Jets In The Air 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 30 JAN 12) ... Lt. Mitch Cole, Strike Fighter Squadron 2 Public Affairs 

USS ABRAHAM LINCOLN, At Sea -- The Sailors of the 
maintenance department of Strike Fighter Squadron (VFA) 2, 
have kept the squadron's jets in full mission capable status 
throughout the deployment which paid off as they flew 
training operations in the Arabian Gulf Jan. 28, said the 
saquadron's maintenance officer. 

VFA-2, the "Bounty Hunters," is one of nine squadrons in 
Carrier Air Wing (CVW) 2, embarked on USS Abraham 

Lincoln (CVN 72), which as a whole is preparing for flight 
operations in support of Operation Enduring Freedom (OEF) 
in the 5th Fleet area of responsibility (AOR). 

"During the transit, VFA-2's maintenance team continued 
to groom the jets for operations in any area of responsibility to 
support major combat operations by maintaining their assets in 
full mission capable status," said Lt. Cmdr. Rich Silva, the 
squadron's maintenance officer. 
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After the transit to the 5th Fleet AOR, CVW-2 began a 
full cycle of flight days. The maintenance team met new 
challenges with full back-to-back fly days, which put a lot of 
stress on the aircraft. Despite the demands, VFA-2's 
maintenance team worked hard to keep the aircraft in flying 
condition. 

"The entire maintenance department really stepped up 
providing quick turnarounds between flights to address 
maintenance issues discovered in flight," said Senior Chief 
Aviation Machinist's Mate Richard Landweer, the Bounty 
Hunters' Maintenance Control Leading Chief Petty Officer. 

Lincoln and CVW-2 are part of the Abraham Lincoln 
Carrier Strike Group (ALCSG), which also includes the 
guided-missile cruiser USS Cape St. George (CG 71) and 
embarked Destroyer Squadron (DESRON) 9 its ships 
including guided-missile destroyers USS Momsen (DDG 92) 
and USS Sterett (DDG 104). ALCSG is deployed to the 5th 
Fleet AOR conducting maritime security operations, theater 
security cooperation efforts and support missions as part of 
OEF. 
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10. Navy Trainees Arrive In Las Cruces Hoping To Earn Their Wings 
(LAS CRUCES (NM) SUN NEWS 30 JAN 12) ... Reyes Mata III 

LAS CRUCES - About two dozen World War II-style 
planes will spend the next two months crisscrossing the Las 
Cruces sky as part of a naval aviation training program 
designed to prepare the newest wave of U.S. Navy and Marine 
aircraft pilots for military operations. 

"We'll go from sunrise to sunset," said Navy Lt. Cmdr. 
Brian O'Donnell, a 39-year-old officer from the small town of 
Bergholz in eastern Ohio, who is in charge of the estimated 
100 pilots training for the gold wings that, if placed on their 
uniform, will distinguish them as naval aviators. 

Navy Training Wing 4 of the Naval Air Station in Corpus 
Christi annually comes to Las Cruces to avoid the town's 
inclement winter weather along the Gulf of Mexico, and to 
take advantage of this town's steady seasonal air, officials 
said. 

This year's aviation training program started Monday and 
ends April 12. 

Tough Training 
"It's a pretty intense, stressful environment. There is so 

much information you need to know," said O'Donnell about 
the task facing aspiring pilots for the next two months. "Flying 
the airplane, plus recalling all the information you have to 
memorize, it's a fairly stressful environment. A lot of people 
just decide they don't want to do it," he said, and added: 
"Anywhere in the program, if they don't want to do it 
anymore, they can say, 'I quit.' It's voluntary." 

'It's Worth Doing' 

Fat chance of that happening, said Priti Bhatnagar, a 27-
year-old Naval aviator in training from Exton, Pa. 

"Everybody here wants to be here," she said. "It's not 
handed to you. You have to work for it. Nobody here expects 
it to be easy. It's a lot of work, but it's worth doing," she said. 

The 30-foot wingspan planes, with the striking WWII-era 
"bubble canopy" over the cockpit, arrived from Corpus Christi 
on Thursday and Friday after a five-hour trip. 

"It's pretty much the first plane they fly," said O'Donnell 
about the rows of 24 aircraft - T-34C's nicknamed "Turbo 
Mentors" - that sat on the asphalt runway of the Las Cruces 
International Airport. 

Every naval aviator now flying a U.S. military aircraft has 
had to go through this same training, said O'Donnell, himself 
an operation Iraqi Freedom veteran who assisted the U.S. 
Army with electronic radio-jamming warfare. 

This two-month phase of aviation training is the "primary 
flight training," he said, and another advanced program awaits 
them before they're considered for the gold wings. 

"If they finish that, they get winged," he said. "Once you 
get your wings, you are a naval aviator." 

In previous years some people in the vicinity of the 
training operation have complained about the aircraft noise. 
But others, including city officials, have stated publicly that 
the Corpus Christi detachment is welcomed because of its 
service to the country and positive economic impact made by 
the military personnel who spend cash in the region. 
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11. Flattop To Visit Jacksonville Today 
USS Enterprise will spend night at Mayport, leave Wednesday 
(FLORIDA TIMES-UNION 30 JAN 12) ... Jeff Brumley 

The USS Enterprise will visit Mayport Naval Station 
Tuesday for an overnight stay, the Navy said. 

The Virginia-based flattop has been off the First Coast for 
weeks participing in naval exercises designed to help it 
prepare for its upcoming and final deployment. 
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12. USS Arleigh Burke Leaves For Deployment 
Destroyer to conduct counter-piracy operations 
(WAVY NBC NORFOLK 30 JAN 12) ... Leanna Caplan 

NORFOLK, Va. - USS Arleigh Burke deployed from 
Naval Station Norfolk Monday to conduct counter-piracy 
operations in the U.S. 5th Fleet area of operations. 

The destroyer returned from her last deployment on 
October 21, 2009, Navy officials said. 

Most recently, she returned to Norfolk on Nov. 9, 2011 
following Joint Warrior 11-2, a series of training exercises in 
Scotland and Mayport, Fla. 

The ship, led by Cmdr. Corey Keniston, is the namesake 
for the first class of destroyers in the world equipped with the 
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AEGIS Weapons System and the first U.S. Navy ship 
designed to incorporate shaping techniques to reduce radar 
detectability and the likelihood of being targeted. 

Navy officials said the ship excels in high-threat areas, 
anti-air, anti-submarine, anti-surface, and strike operations. 

Arleigh Burke was commissioned on July 4, 1991. 
View Clip (RT: 0:20) 

Photo Gallery - Destroyer Arleigh Burke deploys from 
Norfolk 

(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 31 JAN 12) Meredith 
Kruse 

The destroyer Arleigh Burke deployed Monday on a 
counterpiracy mission. 

View Gallery (3 Photos) 
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GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
13. Chinese J-20 Stealth Fighter Advances 
(AVIATION WEEK 30 JAN 12) ... Bill Sweetman 

WASHINGTON - Every indication is that nobody in 
Western intelligence saw the Chengdu J-20 coming. While it 
was known that China was developing a stealthy combat 
aircraft, the J-20 has emerged earlier than expected and 
appears to be more mature than the X‑plane or demonstrator 
that many people anticipated. 

The debut of the J-20 had been predicted in a November 
2009 interview on Chinese television by Gen. He Weirong, 
deputy commander of the People’s Liberation Army Air 
Force. The general said at the time that a “fourth-generation” 
fighter would be flown in 2010-11 and be operational in 2017-
19. 

At least two J-20 prototypes were complete by the time 
the aircraft made its first flight—or at least its first public 
flight—on Jan. 11, 2011. The two aircraft are distinguished by 
the detail design of their exhaust nozzles, leading to 
speculation that one of the aircraft has Russian-supplied AL-
31F engines, of the type fitted to the Chengdu J-10, and the 
other has the Chinese-developed WS-10 engine. 

The J-20 is a big aircraft. Although its overall length 
(around 66 ft.) is not much greater than that of the 62-ft. 
Lockheed Martin F-22, the main structure from nose to 
exhaust nozzles is considerably longer. Like the F-22, it has 
large weapon bays in the lower fuselage and smaller side bays, 
the latter probably dedicated to air-to-air missiles. 

The J-20 echoes the canard configuration of the J-10, but 
with canards level with, and immediately in front of, the wing. 
Two small, canted, all-moving vertical stabilizers are fitted. 
Although no U.S. manned stealth aircraft have flown with 
canards, a tail-first layout was featured by early Joint Strike 
Fighter designs, including Lockheed Martin’s—which the J-20 
resembles—and McDonnell Douglas’ X-36 unmanned 
demonstrator. 

Stealth design features mostly follow Lockheed Martin F-
22 and X-35 practice. A high chine line around the forebody 
continues through the inlets and upper body, and flat, canted 
side surfaces blend into a flat underside via a small-radius 
edge. The canopy shape is also reminiscent of the F-22. The J-
20 uses a diverterless supersonic inlet (DSI)—originally 
developed by Lockheed Martin, DSI technology is now used 

on the J‑10B, JF-17 and (according to one report) the Saab 
Gripen JAS 39E/F. 

The rear-aspect view of the aircraft is not as stealthy, a 
feature also seen on the Sukhoi T-50. This is clearly an 
intentional trade, eliminating the heavy 2D nozzles of the F-
22. In this respect, both the T-50 and J-20 reflect the 
philosophy behind the pre-1986 Advanced Tactical Fighter 
studies that preceded the F-22, based on the theory that a fast, 
high-flying, agile aircraft is relatively immune from rear-
quarter attacks. 

According to a Chinese paper released on the Internet, the 
main goal of the design was to achieve high speed and 
maneuverability with the engines that would be available to 
China in the near future—the AL-31F and WS-10—which do 
not have the same thrust/weight ratio as the latest Western 
engines. This resulted in the selection of a delta wing and 
relatively long body for low supersonic drag, plus large, high-
deflection canards to provide agility. The all-moving vertical 
tails are said to be 40% smaller than conventional fin/rudder 
designs, and accordingly lighter. Supercruise is probably not 
attainable with existing engines, but the design looks capable 
of it, once propulsion technology in China improves. 

In 2012, China-watchers will be monitoring progress with 
the flight-test program and looking for signs of work on the 
many challenging aspects of stealth. A stealth fighter needs 
multispectral, active and passive sensors to detect and track its 
targets, and those sensors need to be fused and managed to 
minimize emissions. Similarly, to operate at maximum 
effectiveness as part of a networked force, stealth aircraft need 
effective low-probability-of-intercept voice and data 
communication systems. These are problems that the U.S. is 
still wrestling with, after 25 years of work. 

There is another, more fundamental question: What is the 
J-20 for? The fighter is large for air combat—but China, 
simply because of geographical factors, doesn’t face an 
adversary fighter force of the kind that the F-22 was designed 
to counter. At the same time, the J-20 weapon bays are not 
large enough for most standoff air-to-surface weapons. One 
possibility is that the J-20 is intended to threaten intelligence, 
surveillance and reconnaissance assets and tankers, by using 
stealth and speed to defeat their escorts. 
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14. 3 Russian Navy Ships Dock In Manila For 3-Day Visit 
(PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 31 JAN 12) ... DJ Yap 

MANILA, Philippines—Three Russian Navy ships 
arrived in Philippine waters on Tuesday morning, including an 
anti-submarine destroyer named “Admiral Panteleyev,” for a 

three-day visit aimed at enhancing ties between the two 
countries, officials said. 
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Only Admiral Panteleyev docked at the South Harbor, 
while the two other ships, “Boris Botuma,” a large sea tanker, 
and “Fotiy Krylov,” a rescue tug, stayed at the anchorage upon 
entering Manila Bay at about 6 a.m., said the Philippine Navy 
spokesperson, Lt. Col. Omar Tonsay. 

Tonsay said BRP Emilio Jacinto received the three ships 
in a “meeting procedure,” an international navy tradition 
involving a host ship meeting and escorting visiting ships to 
the port of call. 

“The visit hopes to strengthen existing friendly relations 
between the two navies through a series of scheduled events 
aimed at enhancing understanding and cooperation,” he said in 
a statement. 

He added that the visit would “promote a joint 
environment aimed at strengthening response measures 
against terrorism, piracy, and transnational crime.” 

In a phone interview, Tonsay quickly deflected 
suggestions that the Russians’ visit might have any connection 
to tensions over disputed territories in the West Philippine Sea 
(or South China Sea) claimed by countries including the 
Philippines and Russia’s next door neighbor China. 

“We have an existing memorandum of agreement 
between the Department of National Defense and the Ministry 
of Defense of the Russian Federation on the exchange of 
defense and military delegations dated December 2009,” he 
said. 

Navy Capt. Omar Anicete, director of the Naval 
Operations Center, welcomed Captain I Rank Nikolay 
Saprikin, the senior commanding officer on the cruise of the 
Russian Navy. 

On Feb. 1, half of the Russian crew will tour historical 
sites in Manila while the other half will participate in a 
friendly football match at the Bonifacio Naval Station football 
field with Philippine Navy football players in the morning. 

In the afternoon, the Russians will pay a courtesy call on 
Manila Mayor Alfredo Lim. 

On Feb. 2, there will be a shipboard tour of the Russian 
ships docked at Pier 15. The visiting navy ships will depart in 
the morning of the following day following a send-off 
ceremony. 
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15. 14 Countries To Join India In Naval Exercise 
(ECONOMIC TIMES (INDIA) 30 JAN 12) 

NEW DELHI - Aiming to strengthen cooperation among 
the navies in the region, Indian Navy will host 14 of its 
counterparts from South East Asia, Asia-Pacific and Indian 
Ocean Region (IOR) for the eighth edition of the Milan 
exercise in Andaman and Nicobar Islands starting Wednesday. 

The five-day exercise will see the participation of 
Seychelles and Mauritius for the first time in the event where 
nine countries, including India, will field their warships, Navy 
officials said here. 

During the exercise, the Navies will aim to enhance their 
inter-operability and the Standard Operating Procedures 
(SOPs) in case there is a need to operate together in the event 
of a natural disaster or a tsunami-like situation, they said. 

14 countries, including Australia, Bangladesh, Myanmar, 
Brunei, Malaysia, Maldives, Indonesia, Sri Lanka, Thailand, 
Singapore along with the two newcomers will take part in this 
exercise, they said. 

Of the 13 participants who came last year, only Vietnam 
would be missing this year. 

A seminar with the theme 'Capacity-building through 
mutual cooperation' would also be held during the fiveday 
event. 

From the Indian side, the Andaman and Nicobar 
Command (ANC) will be the host for the event and will field 
its various warships, including INS Kesari fleet tanker. 

The first Milan exercise was held in 1995 and since then 
has been held after every two years except 2011 and 2005. 
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16. Israel Sees Narrowing Window For Attack On Iran 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 30 JAN 12) ... Amy Teibel 

JERUSALEM — Officials are quietly conceding that new 
international sanctions targeting Iran's suspect nuclear 
program, while welcome, are further constraining Israel's 
ability to take military action — just as a window of 
opportunity is closing because Tehran is moving more of its 
installations underground. 

The officials say that Israel must act by the summer if it 
wants to effectively attack Iran's program. 

A key question in the debate is how much damage Israel, 
or anyone else, can inflict, and whether it would be worth the 
risk of a possible counterstrike. 

Israel has been a leading voice in the international calls to 
curb Iran's nuclear program. Like the West, it believes the 
Iranians are moving toward nuclear weapons capability — a 
charge Tehran denies. 

Israel contends a nuclear-armed Iran would threaten its 
survival, citing Tehran's calls for the destruction of the Jewish 
state and its support for anti-Israel militant groups. It also fears 

an Iranian bomb would touch off a nuclear arms race in a 
region still largely hostile to Israel. 

Israeli leaders say they prefer a diplomatic solution. But 
— skeptical of international resolve — Israel refuses to rule 
out the use of force, saying frequently that "all options are on 
the table." 

In comments Friday to the World Economic Forum in 
Davos, Switzerland, Israeli Defense Minister Ehud Barak 
called for even tougher sanctions against Iran and said time 
was running out for the world to act. 

"We are determined to prevent Iran from turning nuclear," 
he said. "It seems to us to be urgent, because the Iranians are 
deliberately drifting into what we call an immunity zone 
where practically no surgical operation could block them." 

Returning Monday to Israel, Barak added: "We must not 
waste time on this matter; the Iranians continue to advance 
(toward nuclear weapons), identifying every crack and 
squeezing through. Time is urgently running out." 
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Key Israeli defense officials believe that the time to strike, 
if such a decision is made, would have to be by the middle of 
this year. 

Complicating the task is the assessment that Iran is 
stepping up efforts to move its work on enriching uranium — 
a critical component of bombmaking — deep underground. 
Iran's enrichment site at Fordo near the Iranian city of Qom, 
for instance, is shielded by about 300 feet (90 meters) of rock. 

A team of U.N. nuclear inspectors, including senior 
weapons experts, is in Iran this week, and the findings from 
the visit could greatly influence Western efforts to expand 
economic pressures on Tehran over its uranium enrichment. 

The European Union this month decided to stop importing 
oil from Iran — just weeks after the U.S. approved, but has yet 
to enact, new sanctions targeting Iran's Central Bank and, by 
extension, its ability to sell its oil. 

Several officials at the heart of the decision-making 
structure, speaking on condition of anonymity because they 
were discussing some of Israel's deepest secrets, said they feel 
compelled to give the sanctions time. 

In this way, somewhat paradoxically, the new economic 
sanctions the U.S. and Europe are imposing — while meeting 
a repeated Israeli request — have emerged as an obstacle to 
military action. 

An Israeli strike would risk shattering the U.S.-led 
diplomatic front that has imposed four additional rounds of 
sanctions on Iran and jolt the shaky world economy by 
causing oil prices to spike. Still, officials say, if Israel feels no 
alternative but to take military action, it will do so. 

Israel possesses dozens of F-16s and F-15s, some 
customized with long-range fuel tanks, and has bought 
additional Dolphin submarines from Germany capable of 
firing nuclear missiles. 

It introduced a fleet of huge pilotless planes known as 
Heron TPs that can reach the Persian Gulf, provide 
surveillance and be used for aerial refueling — likely a critical 
aspect of any Iran mission. One of the Herons, which are the 
size of Boeing 737s, crashed during a test flight Sunday. 

The U.S. has sold Israel dozens of 100 GBU-28 laser-
guided "bunker-buster" bombs. The 2.5-ton bombs are capable 
of penetrating more than 20 feet (6 meters) of solid concrete. 

It's not clear how much damage the bunker-busters could 
actually do. Iran's main enrichment site at Natanz is believed 
to be about 25 feet (6 meters) underground and protected by 
two concrete walls. 

U.S. Defense Secretary Leon Panetta told The Wall Street 
Journal last week that even more sophisticated U.S. bunker-
busters aren't powerful enough to penetrate all of Iran's 
defenses. 

While the rewards of an attack are uncertain, the risks are 
great. 

Many believe Iran would likely unleash its large arsenal 
of missiles capable of striking Israel — and its local proxies, 
Hezbollah to Israel's north and Hamas to the south, possess 
tens of thousands of short-range rockets and missiles. 
American soldiers in the Persian Gulf might come under fire. 
Islamist backers of Iran could target civilians all over the 
world. 

The prospect of a new conflagration in the Mideast is one 
reason cited by some influential Israeli figures, like recently 

retired spy chief Meir Dagan, when arguing against an Israeli 
military attack. 

But that view is beginning to be challenged. In a radio 
interview several weeks ago, Barak played down the risk of 
Iranian missiles, saying casualties would be limited. 

Perhaps the biggest factor in the Israeli thinking is how 
much damage an airstrike could even cause. 

"What will tip the scales in favor or against an attack is 
whether we will really be able to do inflict serious damage," 
said Yiftah Shapir, an expert in nuclear arms proliferation at 
Tel Aviv University. "That will be more important than 
whether we are ready to absorb (the casualties) of an attack." 

"If you are talking about the use of power against Iran, 
any kind of power, and create any damage over there, yes, it 
can be done," a senior Israeli military official told The 
Associated Press, speaking on condition of anonymity under 
military guidelines. 

Israel has a history of taking action against perceived 
nuclear threats. In 1981, it destroyed an unfinished Iraqi 
nuclear reactor, and in 2007, it struck what is believed to be a 
nuclear reactor in Syria. 

An Iranian mission would be far more complicated. 
Israeli officials believe the Iranian nuclear program is so 

far advanced that any attack would delay it by two to three 
years at best, but not destroy it. 

And unlike the Iraqi and Syrian targets, Iran has spread 
out its nuclear targets across the country and buried the 
installations deep underground. This has created a huge 
logistical challenge. 

"It's a very advanced program with many facilities, some 
very large and some very fortified. To destroy them you need 
a series of massive assaults for two to three weeks, a month, 
something like that," Shapir said. 

A one-time surgical strike, the most likely attack by 
Israel, "can't do more than politically declare that we aren't 
willing to tolerate" a nuclear Iran, Shapir said. 

That has raised speculation that Israel's veiled threats are 
no more than attempts to get Iran to back down. 

Israeli warplanes would have to travel 1,000 miles (1,600 
kilometers) to reach Tehran. This would mean crossing 
through potentially hostile Arab airspace and could require 
warplanes to refuel along the way, a time-consuming process 
that could leave aircraft vulnerable. 

There are other options. Israel has been widely blamed for 
a computer virus that attacked Iranian centrifuges, 
sophisticated equipment needed to enrich uranium, as well as 
the mysterious assassinations of Iranian nuclear scientists. 
Israel has never confirmed involvement, and Israeli 
cyberexperts say such activities are unlikely to deliver the 
program a major blow. 

Israeli officials have also floated other scenarios, such as 
crippling Iranian ports or oil fields. 

Israel clearly prefers the U.S. to lead any military 
operation against Iran, in which case Israel would presumably 
commit, as it did in the 1991 Gulf War, to act in coordination 
with the U.S. and operate missile defense systems. 

Israeli defense officials estimate that because of its 
superior firepower, the U.S. could wait until next year and still 
have the capability to act. 

U.S. military and political officials have spoken out in the 
past against an Israeli attack. Israeli defense officials say they 
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haven't committed to giving the U.S. significant notice of an 
Israeli airstrike. 

But the U.S. and Israel are working together on projects to 
improve combat jet range, communications and refueling. 

They also share intelligence reports and are jointly developing 
missile defense systems. 
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17. U.S. Moves Ahead With Military Sales To Bahrain 
U.S. Sale Of Some Military Items to Bahrain Draws Congressional Opposition 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 30 JAN 12) ... Donna Cassata 

WASHINGTON — The United States is selling some 
military equipment to Bahrain as it walks a fine line between 
pushing the Sunni monarchy to open talks with the opposition 
while proceeding cautiously with a strategic ally to counter 
Iran. 

The sale of an undisclosed amount of spare parts and 
equipment has drawn opposition from some in Congress who 
argue that it sends the wrong signal about the U.S. 
commitment to human rights. The State Department said late 
Friday that the equipment is for Bahrain’s external defense 
and support for the U.S. Navy’s 5th Fleet, which is based in 
the country. 

“This isn’t a new sale nor are we using a legal loophole,” 
the department said. “The items that we briefed to Congress 
were notified and cleared by the Hill previously or are not 
large enough to require congressional notification.” 

The administration said it is maintaining its “pause on 
most security assistance for Bahrain pending further progress 
on reform.” 

It was almost a year ago that Bahrain’s Shiite majority 
demanded greater rights from the 200-year-old ruling Sunni 
dynasty. More than 35 people have died in the unrest that 
Bahrain leaders claim Iran has encouraged. 

The United States sees its allies in the Persian Gulf region 
as particularly crucial after Iran warned it might use military 
force to close the Strait of Hormuz at the mouth of the gulf in 
response to international economic sanctions. 

Sen. Ron Wyden, D-Ore., and Rep. Jim McGovern, D-
Mass., collected signatures from lawmakers on a letter they 
plan to send to Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton 
later this week expressing their opposition to the 
administration’s moves. They argue that Bahrain is still 
violating human rights and using excessive force to crack 
down on protests. 

“Small steps deserve small rewards,” the two wrote. “In 
the case of Bahrain, any military equipment is a big reward 
and will be viewed as such by other governments and the 
people of Bahrain. The incentives are simply wrong.” 
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18. Australia's Navy Told To Be More Visible Near Resource Projects 
(REUTERS 30 JAN 12) ... James Grubel 

CANBERRA - Defense planners urged Australia's 
military on Monday to maintain a stronger presence in the 
country's north and northwest to guard the booming resource 
industry and be better placed to respond to challenges from 
Asia and the Indian Ocean. 

An interim report of Australia's defense posture review 
said 

a more visible military presence could counter 
perceptions that offshore oil and gas projects could be easy 
targets. 

The recommendation could see more navy exercises and 
new amphibious assault ships off the northwest coast, home to 
the iron ore industry and around A$200 billion ($212 billion) 
worth of liquefied natural gas projects, and a stronger navy 
presence around the coal and gas-rich Queensland state. ($1 = 
0.9409 Australian dollars) 

"The review makes the point that there is a perception in 
the north and north west of Australia of a lack of visibility, 
which undermines the notion of the defend Australia policy," 
Defence Minister Stephen Smith told reporters. 

Smith set up the posture review last June and will receive 
its final report in March. Final decisions will be made with a 
wider review of the nation's defense strategy to 2030. 

The United States, Australia's top strategic ally, also plans 
to increase its Asia Pacific presence and U.S. President Barack 
Obama has announced plans to position 2,500 marines in a de 
facto base in northern Australia. 

China is also expanding its military and modernizing its 
navy, moves that have alarmed other countries in the region, 

especially Taiwan and Japan, while India is building a blue-
water navy to extend its strategic reach. 

The Philippines is considering a U.S. proposal to deploy 
surveillance aircraft temporarily to enhance its ability to guard 
disputed areas in the South China Sea. 

The posture review said that sea remained a potential 
flashpoint, while the risk of a major conflict on the Korean 
peninsula posed significant regional security challenges. 

"Securing sea lines of communication and energy supplies 
will be a strategic driver for both competition and cooperation 
in the Indian Ocean region to 2030, and Australia's defense 
posture will need to place greater emphasis on the Indian 
Ocean," the review said. 

Terrorist Attacks 
But it said the likelihood of a direct military attack on 

Australia remained remote and Australia's resource and energy 
assets were unlikely to face threats from specific states. 

"The potential for terrorist attacks against oil, gas and 
other resource industry infrastructure in the North West is also 
an important consideration, but the level of vulnerability to 
such attacks can be exaggerated," it said. 

Offshore oil and gas projects, it said, would not be easy to 
access. 

The resource state of Western Australia has a major navy 
base near the capital Perth, and is home to the elite Special Air 
Service forces, but there are no major military bases in the 
state's north, facing Asia. 
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The review said industry had expressed concern that the 
current presence in northern Western Australia was not in line 
with the importance of the resource sector to the economy. 

The region includes the Gorgon oil and gas fields, 
operated by Chevron, Woodside's northwest shelf oil and gas 
fields, the Browse basin targeted by Royal Dutch Shell and 
Woodside's Sunrise oil and gas fields. 

The review said Pilbara region alone provided 29 percent 
of merchandise exports and 60 percent of exports to China. 

It said Australia should consider more navy exercises in 
the region, including the use of army landing forces, and more 
simulated war games. The navy should also seek more access 

to commercial ports at Exmouth, Dampier, Port Hedland and 
Broome. 

In Queensland, the report said Australia should consider 
basing more large ships and submarines in Brisbane to ease 
pressures on the main eastern fleet base in Sydney. 

Australia is considering building up to 12 new long-range 
submarines and has committed $7.6 billion for three powerful 
air warfare destroyers, due in service from 2015. 

Australia is also aiming to buy 100 Lockheed Martin F-35 
Joint Strike Fighters, to complement the fleet of F/A-18 
Hornets and Super Hornets, based in Queensland, New South 
Wales and the remote Northern Territory. 
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19. Navy Set To Be More Capable Than Ever 
(AUSTRALIAN ASSOCIATED PRESS 31 JAN 12) ... Max Blenkin 

New warships will give Australia's navy more capability 
than ever before, with some help from the U.S. Marines, 
Defence Minister Stephen Smith says. 

Speaking at the navy's Sea Power Conference in Sydney, 
Mr. Smith noted the navy was set to acquire two new landing 
helicopter dock (LHD) ships, their largest vessels ever, three 
advanced air warfare destroyers and 12 next generation 
submarines. 

As well, the navy's eight Anzac frigates were being 
upgraded with new radars and missile defences while 24 new 
Seahawk helicopters would give warships a greatly enhanced 
combat capability. 

"In the coming years we will see Australia's Navy reach a 
level of capability it never previously contemplated," Mr. 
Smith said on Tuesday. 

"A strong, capable and versatile Navy able to undertake 
the full spectrum of operations is a key element of any 
maritime nation's strategic planning." 

Mr. Smith said the hull of the first of two LHDs would 
arrive in Melbourne arrive from Spain for fitout later this year. 

He said each 28,000-ton LHD was capable of carrying a 
combined armed battlegroup of more than 1100 personnel, 
100 armoured vehicles and 12 helicopters, as well as a 40-bed 
hospital. 

"The introduction into service of these ships will mark a 
significant change in the way the Australian Defence Force 

(ADF) deploys its land forces and conducts amphibious 
operations," he said. 

As well, the army has launched Plan Beersheba to 
restructure its forces into a form better able to deal with future 
challenges. 

As part of that, the Townsville-based 2nd Battalion 
(2RAR) will form the core of a new amphibious force, able to 
deploy into the region to conduct military or relief operations. 

It's there the U.S. can help. 
Under the plan for increased military cooperation 

announced during the visit of United States President Barack 
Obama in November, U.S. forces will train for six months at a 
time in northern Australia. 

Mr. Smith said the initial deployment would consist of a 
small liaison element and a company of 250 U.S. Marines, 
expanding over the next five to six years years to a full Marine 
Air Ground Task Force of 2,500. 

"The increased training and exercising with the U.S. 
Marines will be an important opportunity for the ADF to build 
and refine its amphibious capability as the LHDs come on line 
and as the ADF implements Plan Beersheba," he said. 

Mr. Smith said the government was still examining 
another part of the plan announced during the Obama visit, the 
possibility of increased U.S. access to Australia's Indian 
Ocean port, HMAS Stirling. 
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PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
20. Plan Would Let Caregivers Take More Job Leave 
(NAVY TIMES 30 JAN 12) ... Patricia Kime 

The Obama administration announced a proposal Monday 
to expand the Family and Medical Leave Act to provide better 
coverage for those who care for injured or ill veterans. 

Labor Secretary Hilda Solis said the changes would allow 
eligible caregivers to take up to 26 work weeks of job-
protected, unpaid leave to care for seriously wounded or 
injured veterans for up to five years after they leave the 
military. 

The rules also would broaden exigency leave — an 
allowable absence of up to 12 work weeks by an active-duty 
family member for reasons related to a service member’s 
deployment, such as attending military-sponsored functions 
and making child care and financial arrangements. 

The 26 weeks of leave are now available only to families 
of active-duty personnel and the exigency leave only to 
National Guard and Reserve families. 

The Family and Medical Leave Act, enacted in 1993, 
grants leave for up to 12 work weeks within a 12-month 
period for employees who have a baby or adopt, have a 
serious illness, or must care for an ill or injured family 
member. 

It was expanded in 2008 to provide broader and longer 
coverage for military families. The latest changes will help 
even more military families, first lady Michelle Obama said at 
the announcement. 
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The law defines “caregivers” as spouses, children or 
parents or next of kin of an eligible service member or veteran 
with a serious injury or illness. It applies to private-sector 
employers with 50 or more employees, as well as public 
agencies including schools, for full-time employees with at 
least a year on the job. 

On hand to support the announcement were the Joint 
Chiefs, the service secretaries and a number of wounded 
service members and their families. 

Geri Darlington, mother of Army Spc. James Darlington, 
21, said she left her customer service job in Milton, Del., to 
care for her son after he was injured in a rocket-propelled 
grenade attack. 

She initially took a leave of absence but eventually had to 
choose between supporting her son and working. “It wasn’t 
enough time,” she said, “I think this is a great opportunity for 
families to spend more time taking care of their soldiers.” 

Other service members’ families said they welcomed the 
changes but expressed hope that the proposals were simply the 
start of a dialogue for broader change. 

Sarah Wade, 36, of Chapel Hill, N.C., has been unable to 
work full time since her husband, Ted, was injured by a 
roadside bomb in 2004. He lost his right arm and suffered a 
traumatic brain injury. 

She said she is starting to see a change in his health, 
mainly as a result of degenerative conditions related to his 
injuries, which will continue to affect her ability to hold a job. 

“My hope is that this announcement today will be the start 
of a discussion on long-term help for military families. So 
many issues need to be raised,” she said. 

View proposed changes to the Family and Medical Leave 
Act. (PDF) 

View Clip (RT: 25:11) 
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21. Clingan Tapped For 4th Star, 6th Fleet Job 
(NAVY TIMES 30 JAN 12) ... Sam Fellman 

Defense Secretary Leon Panetta announced the 
nomination of a new 6th Fleet commander in a statement 
Monday. 

Vice Adm. Bruce Clingan — deputy chief of naval 
operations for operations, plans and strategy — was 
nominated by the president to head the Naples, Italy-based 6th 
Fleet, a position that rates a fourth star. If confirmed by the 
Senate, Clingan would command Naval Forces Europe, Naval 
Forces Africa and Allied Joint Forces Command. 

Clingan, a University of Washington graduate, joined the 
Navy in 1977 through Reserve Officers Training Corps. He 

served as an F-14 Tomcat flight instructor and, over his 35-
year career, commanded Fighter Squadron 11, aircraft carrier 
Carl Vinson, and later the Carl Vinson Strike Group, 
according to his official bio. 

He has prior Mediterranean experience, including as the 
No. 2 at Naval Forces Europe and Naval Forces Africa. 

The officer he has been named to relieve, Adm. Samuel 
Locklear, was nominated in December to head Pacific 
Command. 
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22. USS Whidbey Island Welcomes Fleet And Family Support Prior To Return To Homeport 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 30 JAN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Desiree D. Green, USS Whidbey Island Public 
Affairs 

USS WHIDBEY ISLAND, Atlantic Ocean -- Deployed 
Sailors aboard the amphibious dock landing ship USS 
Whidbey Island (LSD 41) welcomed representatives from 
Fleet and Family Support Center (FFSC) Joint Expeditionary 
Base Little Creek-Fort Story, Jan. 26-30. 

FFSC representatives conducted several classes over the 
three-day period to assist in the smooth transition from life 
afloat to life ashore to a crew that has been underway for 
nearly a year. 

"Seeing the Fleet and Family representatives brings the 
end of deployment into focus for our Sailors," said Whidbey 
Island Command Master Chief (SW/AW) Kevin Goodrich. 
"After ten and a half months of operational stress and mission 
focus, they are finally given the opportunity and the vehicle to 
start shifting their thoughts to the return and reunion they are 
about to enjoy. They are very excited to see civilians with 
news from home; and the enthusiasm Susan and Linda bring is 
infectious." 

Both retired Navy chiefs, representatives Linda Wilkinson 
and Susan Presnell educated Sailors over a three day period 
offering both group and one-on-one information sessions. The 
classes included reunion and intimacy, returning single 
Sailors, returning to children, single parenting, new parents 
and money management. 

"We are here to provide programs that ease the integration 
for both the Sailor and their family members," explained 
Wilkinson. "We offer programs, information, and referral 
services for self-improvement, counseling, parenting and 
money matters for the children and all the way up. Our job is 
to assist the military family in whatever they may need." 

Several Whidbey Island service members who attended 
the briefs agreed that Wilkinson and Presnell were beneficial 
not only because they provided valuable transitional 
information, but also because of their personal experiences as 
former service members. 

"They have made me so much more comfortable with 
going home," said Operations Specialist 2nd Class (SW/AW) 
Jody Miller, who attended several of the briefs offered. "I 
could definitely tell they were prior enlisted. The information 
that they put out was very helpful and they were really 
understanding of our situation and current state of mind." 

Wilkinson agrees that her military background gives her 
insight on how to approach personnel. 

"I have a deep passion for this. I love working with 
service members," said Wilkinson. "Having both been prior 
enlisted; I believe it makes us more sensitive and able to relate 
to what they are going through. I feel like if I can help them 
help themselves, it improves their quality of life, their careers, 
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their home lives. They are taken care of and that will improve 
their lives and ultimately, mission readiness." 

Many members of the crew agree that after a deployment 
of this length, outreach from FFSC is important. 

"It's good that they came," said Hull Technician Fireman 
Preston Myatt. "We've been gone so long that for many of us, 
we need a little bit of help and encouragement being 
reintroduced to society and our families. I learned a lot and I 
felt like we could really be ourselves when discussing how we 
were feeling." 

"I think that it's very important that these services are 
provided to Sailors during deployment. It gives us an idea of 
what to expect and how things may have changed," said 
Miller. "My favorite brief was on reunion and intimacy. It 
covered almost everything and they used skits to re-enact real 
life situations that we may encounter after our return." 

In addition, representatives held briefs on everything from 
purchasing a new vehicle in Hampton Roads, Va., to current 
state laws. They also held a baby shower for the new fathers 
on board. 

"It was really special besides being very informative," 
said Logistics Specialist Seaman Aaron Perry. "I learned a lot 
of things that I didn't know. I was extremely nervous, but I left 
the shower feeling much better about handling the challenge 
of being a first-time dad. I am so thankful that the ship and the 
representatives cared enough to do that for us." 

In total, FFSC representatives held more than 10 classes 
over a three-day period. 

"Fleet and Family Support Centers play a vital role in the 
Navy by ensuring Sailors and their families have access to the 
resources necessary to maintain the highest state of personal 
and family readiness," said Goodrich. "In addition to the seven 

briefs they offer to returning ships, they offer briefs to the 
families of returning Sailors and work closely in a supporting 
capacity with our Ombudsman and Family Readiness 
Groups." 

Neither Presnell nor Wilkinson had worked with a crew 
deployed for this length of time, and were impressed with the 
crew's continuing morale. 

"The crew has been phenomenal," said Presnell. "From 
the moment we stepped foot on deck, they made us feel like 
family. I was expecting some low morale but everyone is in 
really good spirits. I don't know if it's because they are headed 
home, but I think it's just an amazing crew." 

"We didn't really have to change our approach. The crew 
has really handled this deployment very well and adapted. 
They were great," Wilkinson added. 

Though many crew members were grateful for having 
FFSC provide these resources, Presnell and Wilkinson were 
equally grateful for the opportunity to assist them. 

"I am truly humbled to be here," said Presnell. "This crew 
has done essentially two deployments back to back. I have a 
ton of respect and I am very grateful for their service. They 
have been standing the watch for almost an entire year while 
we have been at home with our families. I am excited for them 
to return home and I know I speak for both of us when I say 
that we are glad to have been here to share in their happiness 
as they finally make their way home to their friends and 
family. They truly deserve it." 

Whidbey Island deployed March 23, 2011 as part of the 
Bataan Amphibious Ready Group. The Whidbey Island has 
spent the past ten and a half months supporting maritime 
security operations and theater security cooperation efforts in 
the U.S. 5th and 6th Fleet area of responsibility. 
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23. NCIS Cold Case Squad Never Forgets Victims 
(NAVY TIMES 29 JAN 12) ... William H. McMichael 

The case was cold. Ice cold. 
Some time during the overnight hours of March 25, 1982, 

23-year-old sailor Pamela Ann Kimbrue disappeared while on 
duty as a message courier at Naval Station Norfolk, Va. The 
next morning she was found, her hands bound and her body 
seat-belted into the back seat of a car that was pulled out of 
adjacent Willoughby Bay. 

Kimbrue had been beaten with a soda bottle, but the cause 
of death was drowning. She’d also been raped. Investigators 
found a smudged fingerprint and some body hair, and 
recovered a semen sample. The now-common comparison of 
DNA samples to match such evidence with a suspect was four 
years from coming into practice. About 800 people were 
interviewed over the next two months, but none bore fruit. 

In early 1995, the Naval Criminal Investigative Service 
formed its Cold Case Homicide Unit, the nation’s first on the 
federal level. Within a few months, its agents were re-
examining the Kimbrue case. An initial suspect, Richard 
Whittle, emerged as a strong possibility. DNA testing was 
now a reality, and a plan to snag a sample from Whittle, also a 
sailor, was hatched. 

A female agent posing as a door-to-door canvasser went 
to Whittle’s Burbank, Calif., home the following spring. When 
he came to the door, she asked him a few questions about his 

shopping preferences, placed his answers in an envelope and 
asked him to seal it to ensure the integrity of the “survey.” 

He licked it and, like others in the neighborhood, was 
given a dollar for his trouble. The DNA taken from the 
envelope was a circumstantial match, meaning he couldn’t be 
eliminated as a possible source of the semen. In June, agents 
met Whittle at a nearby hotel, got him talking and outlined 
their version of events. He confessed, pleaded guilty and is 
serving two life sentences for Kimbrue’s murder. 

“It was a great case,” said Mike Keleher, NCIS’s division 
chief of Criminal Investigations, Violent Crime and Cold Case 
Homicide and an original member of the CCHU. “It 
highlighted the amount of imagination that we get to bring to a 
cold-case approach.” 

One measure of the unit’s success is the 62 cases solved 
over nearly 18 years of work. Yet another is the respect 
accorded the unit by civilian law enforcement agencies; the 
CCHU is regularly asked to conduct training at law 
enforcement seminars for both state and federal agencies. 

Success also bred imitation in the form of the Hollywood 
treatment; “NCIS” and a spinoff show are two of the top-rated 
dramas on network TV. Mike Sullivan, program manager for 
the CCHU, said the popular show mirrors the daily routine 
within the unit. 
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“It’s same-same — there’s no change,” he says, deadpan 
— before breaking out in laughter. 

“I used to tell people, in every show, there’s a nugget of 
reality in there somewhere,” Keleher said. “And I was always 
surprised to see those show up.” 

A retired NCIS agent has advised the show “from Day 
One,” Keleher said. “Sometimes they go his way, and other 
times they say, ‘We have to make a television show.’ … But 
we like to watch the show, and most of us have met many of 
the character actors. They’re very nice people, and very 
appreciative of what we do in the real world.” 

The CCHU began life with 24 full-time special agents. 
That total has shrunk to eight, scattered around the U.S. — 
just a fraction of the agency’s 1,100 agents. 

“We had to downsize a bit” after 9/11, said Sullivan, 
noting the changes in overall Navy security requirements 
launched by the terrorist attacks. “But we’re still up and 
running and have had some very good successes.” 

There have been times in the past where the unit felt 
pressure to produce results, Sullivan said, a “what-have-you-
done-for-me-lately” attitude. That’s not the case now, he said, 
but it’s understandable. 

“This stuff is an ebb-and-flow thing,” Sullivan said. 
“We’ll be investigating cases and not closing anything, and 
then all of a sudden … in a period of six months [ending] 
about four months back, we closed four homicides... And 
that’s just the nature of the business.” 

“It’s a long-term commitment,” Keleher said. “And 
everybody up the chain, to include the director and the deputy 
director, they’re all for it... They understand the whole cold-
case concept. They understand that it takes time... We’re not 
getting pressure from outside sources, or above.” 

‘It’s not easy’ 
Although the unit is relatively small, agents can draw 

upon the entire pallet of NCIS capabilities, from forensic 
consultants to psychologists and criminal analysts — as well 
as other local agents. 

“We use everything we’ve got,” Keleher said. Cases are 
selected using a “triage” system; outside investigators 
sometimes bring cases to CCHU’s attention, Sullivan said. 

NCIS, which investigates Navy felonies, is heavily 
involved in criminal cases that come through the naval justice 
system. But that’s a rarity for the CCHU, whose cases 
typically end up in civilian court because most of the suspects 
it chases are long gone from the Navy. 

It’s challenging work, Keleher said. 
“The standard of evidence is the same,” he said. “The 

problem is, these cases went unsolved for many, many years... 
Witnesses are always an issue; over the passage of time, their 
memories may have faded. Some of them don’t lead very good 
lives and … drugs and alcohol have taken their toll. They may 
be dead. And we’re having to work with recorded documents 
made years before. And any prosecutor who takes on a murder 
wants to win. 

“We acknowledge that it’s not easy,” Keleher said. “If it 
was easy, it’d have been done years ago.” 

Agents keep three basic concepts in mind as they go about 
their work, Keleher said. Relationships change over time — a 
former friend or ex-wife may decide to cooperate. New 
science and forensics are always being developed, such as the 
newfound ability to develop a DNA profile from shed skin 
cells, known as “touch DNA.” Finally, it’s often true that the 
solution to the cold case is already in the file, and all that’s 
needed is a fresh set of eyes. 

“It’s 100 percent accurate,” said Keleher, who borrowed 
the concept from the Miami-Dade County Police, which is 
credited with inventing the cold-case concept in the early 
1980s. The perpetrator, Keleher said, “may not have been a 
suspect; they might have been a witness; they might have been 
a neighbor; but they’re in there somewhere... Your suspect is 
part of the surrounding environment. It’s just, you might not 
have seen them as such back in the day.” 

Sullivan pointed back to the Kimbrue case. 
“The new agent that was looking at the case noticed that 

the suspect was checking in [at] his workplace, the same as 
our victim’s workplace, on [his] days off,” he said. “I don’t 
know about you, but we don’t do that. But no one had noticed 
that before. So that analytical piece started the ball rolling to 
start looking at Whittle... It was there all the time.” 

Return to Index 
 
 

FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
24. U.S. Navy Plans 'Great Green' Biofuels Fleet 
A U.S. Navy plan to have half its fleet running on alternative fuels by the end of the decade may provide a 
boost to Australian producers. 
(AUSTRALIAN BROADCASTING CORPORATION 31 JAN 12) ... Conor Duffy 

U.S. Navy officials are expected to outline the plans - 
which include sourcing fuel from Australian producers - at an 
international conference on biofuels and shipping in Sydney 
today. 

Part of the plan includes having an entire fleet of warships 
- dubbed the "Great Green Fleet" - running on biofuels by 
2016. 

The deputy assistant secretary of energy for the U.S. 
Navy, Tom Hicks, says alternative fuels have already powered 
some of the world's most advanced engines in some of the 
most challenging situations. 

"We've tested [alternative fuels] in all of our manned and 
unmanned aircraft and we're going through the process and 
completing the testing of all of our surface vessels," he said. 

"To that end, you have some of the most sophisticated 
defence platforms in the world - specifically the F-18 Hornet 
which has gone Mach 1.7 times the speed of sound." 

Mr. Hicks is in Australia for the maritime fuels 
conference hosted by the U.S. Studies Centre and is visiting 
Australian biofuels producers looking for products to power 
the next generation of weaponry. 

He says the Navy's plan is not just all about being green. 
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"It's also about really fundamentally changing what, 
where, and from whom we purchase fuel in the future," he 
said. 

"If you think about a lot of the fuel that we purchase 
today, it comes from places that are either politically unstable 
or often politically unfriendly to not only the U.S. but the 
interests of our allies as well." 

Susan Pond from the U.S. Studies Centre says Australian 
biofuel producers should be ready for an increased demand. 

"For the Australian industry, it gives us a catalyst and a 
target, albeit it will be a single point in time and relatively low 
volume, but it certainly gives the industry a target to aim for, 
to put it on the road to being a commercial and very valuable 
industry economically for this country," she said. 

Listen to Audio (RT: 2:24) 
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25. Pentagon Punts on Major Program Cuts 
Platforms Face New Threats After Elections 
(DEFENSE NEWS 30 JAN 12) ... Marcus Weisgerber and Zachary Fryer-Biggs 

The U.S. Defense Department’s fiscal 2013 budget plan 
to cut $259 billion from spending over the next five years is 
unlikely to damage America’s defense industrial base largely 
because it sidesteps major program cuts in a presidential 
election year, according to analysts. 

Part of the justification for leaving the larger programs in 
place, analysts said, is the potential to use them as bargaining 
chips during upcoming negotiations over sequestration, the 
$500 billion in automatic budget cuts that would take effect in 
January 2013 absent agreement to a broader debt deal between 
Congress and the Obama administration. 

In a Jan. 26 preview of the DoD spending request to be 
submitted to Congress on Feb. 13, only a handful of programs 
were canceled or deferred, moves that were far less dramatic 
than widely anticipated. 

A big problem, analysts expect, is that Pentagon cuts 
could go deeper than envisioned by the administration, which 
means that many of the programs that dodged a bullet this 
time around likely will be targeted in a post-election future, 
like cutting an aircraft carrier, one of three systems that can 
deliver nuclear weapons; or trimming the most expensive 
program in history, the multinational F-35 Joint Strike Fighter. 

“There are lots of big cuts out there,” said Clark Murdock, 
an analyst with the Center for Strategic and International 
Studies, at a Jan. 27 event. “They could have taken off the 
11th carrier, they could have done deeper cuts in ground 
forces.” 

Instead, by slipping purchase decisions for a number of 
programs, DoD created short-term cost savings that will 
inevitably increase the need for more dramatic cuts in coming 
years, according to analysts. 

Republican House Armed Services Committee Chairman 
“Buck McKeon can fume all he wants, but $525 billion [in 
annual defense spending] is not exactly a significant cut to 
what was spent last year,” said Jim Hasik of Hasik Analytic. 
“Right now, you’re still borrowing a trillion bucks or more a 
year, and it has to come out of somewhere in the long term if 
you don’t want to wind up like Greece.” 

The Pentagon received a $531 billion appropriation in 
2012. 

Indeed, Defense Secretary Leon Panetta and his team 
maintain — as did their predecessors — that debt remains 
among the nation’s leading security threats. 

The ability to cede large, visible programs will be part of 
the administration’s strategy, Murdock said. 

“Those are all standing right there, but they’re for the 
negotiation over what’s going to replace sequester.” 

And in an election year, the political cost of eliminating 
major programs would be steep. 

“They don’t want to be seen as the guys that killed the 
11th carrier,” Hasik said. “There was some timidity here; 
they’re punting in some extent to the next administration.” 

Pentagon officials insist the cuts detailed last week were 
developed apolitically. 

“Make no mistake, the savings that we are proposing will 
impact on all 50 states and many ... congressional districts, 
across America,” Panetta said Jan. 26. 

Panetta’s budget highlights last week were the first 
tranche of $487 billion in cuts to planned defense spending 
over the next decade as mandated by the Budget Control Act 
that lawmakers passed in August to cut U.S. debt by $2.1 
trillion as a condition to raise the nation’s borrowing limit. As 
part of the deal, lawmakers are to identify $1.2 trillion to be 
applied to debt reduction, otherwise automatic cuts would be 
triggered in a process referred to as sequestration. For the 
Pentagon, that would mean another $500 billion would have to 
be cut from its budget over the next decade. 

Analysts are divided over whether these automatic cuts 
can be avoided. 

The line-by-line breakdown of DoD’s $525 billion fiscal 
2013 budget proposal is expected to be released Feb. 13. 

Although the detailed budget numbers have not been 
disclosed, cuts were not divided equally among the services. 

“We made a very conscious decision ... in August that we 
were not going to do what the department traditionally has 
done in a time when we were drawing down, and that is just 
hand out proportional cuts to the services,” Adm. James 
Winnefeld, vice chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, said in a 
Jan. 26 interview. 

DoD officials levied specific cuts based on the results of a 
comprehensive strategy review, which puts more emphasis on 
military operations in the Pacific region and fighting on a 
contested battlefield. This document is intended to shape DoD 
spending over the next decade. 

The strategy favors Air Force and Navy systems, thus 
those two service budgets are expected to grow. The plan calls 
for shrinking the Army by 57,000 soldiers, leading to a 
slimmer budget, which has swelled after a decade of ground 
combat in Afghanistan and Iraq. 

“I believe intuitively that you’ll find the Air Force and the 
Navy probably did a little bit better proportionally and 
financially,” Winnefeld said, adding deviating from the 
strategy could render it useless and send DoD back to the 
drawing board. 
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“If we get another budget hit, we’re going to have to 
probably go back and redo the strategy,” Winnefeld said. 

This could mean further modifying the Pentagon’s ability 
to fight in multiple regions simultaneously and change the 
pace of personnel cuts, the admiral noted. 

Like other top defense leaders, Winnefeld warned of the 
devastating effect automatic cuts would have on the U.S. 
military. 

“If we see sequestration, we’re going to turn this very 
healthy process we just went through right on its head, where 
instead of building a strategy and doing budget decisions that 
flow from that strategy, we’re going to take and cut with a 
chainsaw and then we’re going to have to build a new 
strategy,” Winnefeld said. “I guarantee you, it will have to be 
a new strategy that would be built out of the ashes of 
sequestration.” 

To avoid sequestration-level spending cuts, DoD would 
have to make further budget concessions, Murdock said. 

“They know at a minimum that there is a second round to 
avoid a sequester cut,” he said. 

Even cybersecurity funding, one of the few areas where 
investment will increase, will be focused on fixing 
vulnerabilities rather than advancing capabilities. 

“There will be an approach to review a lot of our cyber 
capabilities,” Chris Coleman, a cybersecurity executive at 
Cisco, said. “We’re realizing that [U.S.] weapons systems may 
be exploitable through the cyber mechanism.” 

For months, the defense industry had been bracing for 
dramatic, doomsday-level program cuts. But the 2013 budget 
preview showed weapon-buying cuts far below those fears. 

While cuts will be problematic for some companies, they 
likely spare major defense firms. 

“When they’re slipping programs, they’re actually trying 
to take care of the industrial base, and they’re sending a signal 
we’re willing to pay some more for that,” Hasik said. 

A number of analysts expressed concern that the Navy’s 
five-year shipbuilding plan, particularly a decision to buy 
fewer high-speed transport ships, could pose financial 
problems for Austal. 

The Australia-based company, which makes Navy ships 
in Alabama, builds one version of the Littoral Combat Ship 
and is on contract for 10 Joint High Speed Vessel transports, 
but lost at least eight future ships. 

The Pentagon said last week it will carefully monitor the 
industrial base as a whole and will address shortfalls in the 
shipbuilding sector. 

Analysts say the Pentagon’s decision to make deep cuts in 
personnel spared deeper cuts to procurement accounts. 

“[T]he plan to reduce personnel saves a lot of money to 
spend on acquisition,” Peter Singer, an analyst with the 
Brookings Institution think tank, said. 

Steve Grundman, an independent analyst and former DoD 
industrial policy chief, found the ability to make personnel 
cuts surprising. 

“They’re not the kinds of choices that I would have 
thought the Pentagon could so quickly come to grips with in 
this restructuring cycle,” he said. “That they have, and at the 
same time, are willing to take on the ballooning costs of 
military compensation and benefits, is the primary reason 
yesterday’s announcement is no bloodbath for defense 
contractors.” 

The budget proposal is forward-looking and could benefit 
smaller companies, Singer said. “It’s a budget that, while it 
has cuts in it, is very forward-looking. It’s looking at new 
domains of warfare and new acquisition programs,” he said. 
“That’s good for smart, active companies. For companies 
looking to protect outdated programs of record, it’s not a good 
budget.” 

It is yet to be seen if companies would dig in for what 
would likely be an uphill battle to avoid program cuts. 

Northrop Grumman, in a statement, expressed 
disappointment that the Air Force chose to end production of 
one specific version of the Global Hawk surveillance drone. 

“Northrop Grumman is disappointed with the Pentagon's 
decision, and plans to work with the Pentagon to assess 
alternatives to program termination,” the company said. 
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26. Ejection Parachute Issue Grounds F-35As 
(AVIATION WEEK 30 JAN 12) ... Amy Butler 

WASHINGTON - Fifteen new Lockheed Martin F-35 
fighters, some of which are participating in the flight testing so 
critical to moving the troubled Joint Strike Fighter program 
forward, have been grounded owing to improper loading of 
parachutes in their ejection seats. 

The suspension of flight and high-speed ground testing 
began Jan. 26 and affects aircraft at Edwards AFB, Calif., 
Eglin AFB, Fla., and Lockheed’s production facility in Fort 
Worth, Texas, according to Joe Dellavedova at the U.S.-led 
JSF Joint Program Office. The root cause was “improperly 
drafted packing procedures,” he adds. 

The problematic chutes are not affecting eight test aircraft 
at NAS Patuxent River, Md., because they carry an earlier 
version of this seat and the parachutes were properly loaded, 
he says. 

Parachutes for the Martin-Baker US16E-21 and -23 seats 
were “reversed 180 deg. from design during installation,” 
Dellavedova says, and replacement seats from British 

manufacturer Martin-Baker are expected to take 10 days to 
arrive. “This issue will not prevent the pilot from executing a 
successful ejection and landing in the unlikely event of a pilot 
ejection,” Dellavedova says. The problem was uncovered 
during a routine review, he says, adding that it is premature to 
discuss any penalties as a result of the mishap. 

One industry source notes, however, that an ejection 
“would have likely caused passenger load factor injury” 
because pilots would “have hit the ground going backwards.” 
Because the parachutes were loaded backwards, their steering 
lines would also have been reversed, affecting a pilot’s ability 
to guide himself to a landing site. 

The affected equipment will have to be shipped back to 
Martin-Baker’s factory in the U.K. for repair; the repacked 
chutes will then first be put on the six grounded aircraft at 
Edwards to return them to flight testing. The six F-35As and 
three F-35Bs at Eglin AFB, Fla. were already limited to 
ground operations pending “military flight release” from the 
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Air Force to fly the aircraft unmonitored in the area. So they 
will be next to receive the newly packed boxes. Eglin flights 
were held up owing to concerns cited from the Pentagon’s 
chief tester last fall. Among them was a warning not to fly 
over water until the -24 seat, the model intended for the 
operational F-35, is available, owing to concerns of pilot 
drowning with the older seat versions. 

“Aircraft in production at Fort Worth were also affected 
but their parachutes will be repacked prior to the first 
acceptance flights,” Dellavedova says. 

This mishap comes as Goodrich, the only remaining U.S. 
ejection seat manufacturer, is in the final throes of attempting 
to unseat Martin-Baker on the F-35A, which is likely to be 
purchased by at least 11 countries, with the U.S. Air Force 
potentially buying as many as 1,763. Without a major program 
like the F-35, the company’s opportunities to get the Aces 5, 
the latest in its Aces family of seats, into a new service 
platform are grim in the near future. The next major 
opportunity would be the Air Force’s T-38C replacement 
program, which has yet to formally be kicked off. 

Booz Allen Hamilton studied whether the USAF Air 
Combat Command’s (ACC) use of the Aces 5 seat for its F-

35As would save money over the life of the fighter for the 
service, due to commonality with the Aces 2 seats already in 
its fleet. “That exhaustive analysis led us to conclude that, 
while there are potential savings associated with the Goodrich 
Aces 5 seat, the amount is not sufficiently compelling to 
warrant the risk and up-front cost of integrating a new ejection 
seat into the F-35 weapon system at this time,” says Capt. 
Jennifer Ferrau, an ACC spokeswoman. “ACC and the Air 
Force strongly support the Joint Program Office’s 
commitment to pursue efficiencies in order to secure greater 
value for all JSF stakeholders.” 

Lawmakers last year requested information on the study, 
and the Air Force recently notified staffs of the conclusions. 
The study or its data will not be released, according to Ferrau, 
because it contains proprietary information about the pricing 
of the seats. 

The Pentagon was slated to decide in a Joint Executive 
Steering Board meeting whether it would be open to adding 
the Goodrich seat to the F-35A in December. But the U.S. 
decision to slice as many as 179 F-35s from purchasing plans 
through 2017 prompted officials to move the meeting to 
March. 
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27. NAVAIR, Partners Announce Groundwork For Software Apps Store 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 30 JAN 12) ... Naval Air Systems Command Public Affairs 

NAVAL AIR STATION PATUXENT RIVER, Md. -- 
NAVAIR announced Jan. 30 that it is working with multiple 
sponsors to establish guidelines to support the migration of 
avionics software applications across DoD aviation platforms. 

The Future Airborne Capability Environment (FACE) 
Technical Standard will enhance the U.S. military aviation 
community's ability to address issues of limited software reuse 
while accelerating and augmenting warfighter capabilities. 

"The Naval Aviation Enterprise recognizes that future 
capability will come from systems controlled by software," 
said Vice Adm. David Architzel, commander, Naval Air 
Systems Command. "With the creation of the FACE Technical 
Standard, the DoD and our industry partners in the FACE 
consortium are setting the direction for software portability 
and interoperability. This standard will enable reduced costs 
and speed delivery of technical innovation to the warfighting 
community." 

An open avionic standard will enable developers to create 
and deploy a wide catalog of applications for use across the 
entire spectrum of military aviation systems, said Capt. Tracy 

Barkhimer, program manager for the Air Combat Electronics 
Program Office (PMA-209). 

"We look forward to the development of our first FACE 
conformant applications and the establishment of the FACE 
library. Then, we can truly say that 'we have an app for that,'" 
said Barkhimer. 

Product development by industry and procurements by 
government customer organizations are already underway 
based on the FACE standard. 

Developed in collaboration with 39 consortium member 
organizations, including sponsors Lockheed Martin, 
NAVAIR, Rockwell Collins and U.S. Army Program 
Executive Office Aviation, the FACE Technical Standard 
promotes industry-government collaboration in a trusted 
environment. 

"This is quite possibly the most important innovation in 
naval aviation since computers were first incorporated into 
airplanes. This will truly pave the way for the future," said 
Barkhimer. 
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BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
28. Navy Week Coming To Toledo In August In Great Lakes Tour 
(TOLEDO BLADE 29 JAN 12) 

Toledo has been chosen among 15 cities nationwide to 
host a Navy Week this year, the Navy announced. 

The Aug. 20-27 program will include a series of events in 
the metropolitan area, feature visits to Toledo by naval vessels 
and performances by the Navy Band, and include a Navy 
simulator and other interactive exhibits. 

Admirals and other senior officers will meet with civic, 
business, government, and educational leaders. Navy Week 

teams will visit local veterans and give presentations in area 
schools. 

Navy Week will give "area residents an opportunity to 
meet Sailors and learn about the Navy's capabilities and 
relevance to national security," the Navy's announcement said. 
The Navy conducts Navy Weeks across the United States to 
show Americans how tax dollars funding the Navy are spent. 

The Toledo Navy Week will be part of a Great Lakes tour 
that will begin Aug. 6 in Milwaukee and include stops in 
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Chicago, Cleveland, and Detroit before ending Sept. 17 in 
Buffalo. Other Navy Week cities this year include Phoenix, 

New Orleans, Houston, Baltimore, Boston, Sacramento, Sioux 
Falls, S.D., Nashville, Tenn., and Spokane, Wash. 
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29. Lawmakers Say Base Closures DOA 
(THE HILL 30 JAN 12) ... Jeremy Herb 

Lawmakers from both parties are signaling they will do 
everything in their power to stop the Obama administration 
from launching another round of military base closures in the 
United States. 

The plan, included in the Pentagon blueprint for cutting 
$487 billion that was released last week, calls for another 
round of the Base Realignment and Closures Commission 
(BRAC), an independent, all-or-nothing approach to closing 
military bases that was last used in 2005. 

The opposition to another BRAC was swift, as lawmakers 
from Alaska to Maine voiced opposition. 

Sens. Joe Lieberman (I-Conn.) and Richard Blumenthal 
(D-Conn.) and Rep. Joe Courtney (D-Conn.) put out a joint 
statement calling the new BRAC round “dead on arrival.” 

Sen. Scott Brown’s (R-Mass.) staff convened a meeting 
last Thursday on BRAC with aides from seven Northeastern 
congressional offices, according to congressional sources. 

And the Alaska delegation joined with their governor to 
pre-emptively denounce any move to close the state’s bases. 

“I’ll be using my position on the Senate Armed Services 
Committee to demonstrate the enormous strategic value of 
Alaska’s military bases, and oppose any misguided attempt to 
close them,” said Sen. Mark Begich (D-Alaska). 

Lawmakers opposing BRAC have pointed to the 2005 
round as an example that base closings don’t demonstrate a 
clear savings and can cost a lot up front. 

But there’s a regional component at play as well. 
The BRAC proposal highlights the underlying tension 

between Congress and the Pentagon over the $487 in budget 
cuts, as a reduction of manpower, bases or weapons contracts 
means job losses in someone’s congressional district or state. 

“Any member of Congress that has military bases in his 
district, he or she needs to be extremely conscious and aware 
of the discussion and the debates that are forthcoming,” Rep. 
Walter Jones (R-N.C.) told The Hill. “You want to make sure 
that you can be part of the debate if you see a cut coming that 
you think is not in the national security interest in this 
country.” 

Senate Armed Services Committee Chairman Carl Levin 
(D-Mich.) suggested there were plenty of overseas bases to 
close before getting to domestic ones, a sentiment multiple 
senators echoed after Defense Secretary Leon Panetta 
announced the cuts. 

It’s not just the base closings that have the attention of 
Congress. The plan also calls for a reduction of 100,000 troops 
and cuts to weapons programs. 

Some critics of the cuts have said their concerns are tied 
to national security and maintaining the strength of the U.S. 
military. The most strident critics have warned of a hollowed-
out force. 

Rep. Randy Forbes (R-Va.) said that Virginia, along with 
California, Texas and Florida, would likely be hit the hardest 
by the cuts to the Pentagon, as they are the biggest military 
states. 

In Virginia, the new strategy could lead to a carrier and 
ships leaving Virginia’s shores, Forbes said. 

He emphasized that he’s concerned about the national-
security implications of the military cuts first, and the regional 
concern is tied to that. 

“The reason I’m concerned about regional impact is 
sometimes I don’t think we do a very good analysis,” Forbes 
said. “We say we’re doing something for economic reasons, 
but we don’t realize the huge economic impact it’s having and 
the problem the impact is creating.” 

Anticipating the reaction in Congress, Panetta said the 
effect of the new Pentagon budget, which would cut $259 
billion in the next five years, would be felt from coast to coast. 

“Make no mistake: The savings that we are proposing will 
impact on all 50 states and many districts, congressional 
districts, across America,” Panetta said. 

A former congressman, Panetta said he had been through 
BRAC before. “I know its weaknesses and its failings,” he 
said. “But I have to tell you — there is no more effective 
process to make it happen than using the BRAC process.” 

Lawrence Korb, a senior fellow at the left-leaning Center 
for American Progress and former assistant secretary of 
Defense, said including a BRAC round in the budget request 
had a political tinge to it. 

“The interesting thing is, here we’re talking about $480 
billion in cuts, and what’s gotten the most interest is BRAC,” 
Korb said. “It diverts attention politically from the other 
things.” 

Korb said there is a history of cases where Congress went 
against the requests of the administration and the Pentagon in 
the budget, from saving the V-22 tiltrotor Osprey that then-
Defense Secretary Dick Cheney wanted to kill to the recent 
fight over the F-35 second engine, which survived until last 
year against the Pentagon’s wishes. 

Mackenzie Eaglen, a fellow at the American Enterprise 
Institute, said that by not attaching a dollar figure to the 
BRAC round, it appeared unlikely that the Pentagon was that 
serious about pushing for it. 

As Panetta announced the cuts Thursday, he said the 
Pentagon “did not want to tie any savings to it because, very 
frankly, we need the Congress to authorize it.” 

“If we had put numbers in there and then Congress didn’t 
do it, it would have undermined our whole budget,” Panetta 
said. 

As Congress debates both the Pentagon cuts and the 
potential BRAC round, some lawmakers and analysts said 
they didn’t expect regional arguments to have much weight, 
because they would be coming from every part of the country. 

“There may be some folks who go at it purely on a 
regional basis, but I think those arguments are going to fall 
pretty flat,” Rep. Mike Conaway (R-Texas) told The Hill. “If 
you can couch them in terms of what’s best for defending the 
country, then the regional stuff will take care of itself.” 
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30. BRAC: A Scary Word In Groton 
Despite millions invested, a potential military review causes anxiety 
(GROTON (CT) PATCH 30 JAN 12) ... Deborah Straszheim 

Even though Naval Submarine Base New London was 
saved the last time, when you say the word “BRAC” in 
Groton, people get nervous. 

It stands for the Base Closure And Realignment 
Commission, the group that reviews military bases and 
recommends which ones should close. 

Defense Secretary Leon Panetta last week announced that 
substantial cuts would be made to defense spending and 
another round of BRAC may be coming. 

“It’s a little terrifying, maybe more so for us because 
we’re outside of the base and we do so much with the 
submarine base,” said Thomas Vivirito, who owns Fleet 
Motor Company, LLC, across from the Groton base. About 60 
percent of his service business and 40 percent of his car sales 
come from the Navy. 

The Big Three 
The sub base is one of Groton’s three largest employers, 

with 7,500 military personnel, 1,400 civilian employees and 
more than 1,000 civilian contractors. The base is also tied to 
Electric Boat, another one of Groton’s big three. Pfizer, the 
third, recently made cuts and is not viewed as the sure thing it 
once was. 

Vivirito said he’d almost compare a base review to having 
a serious illness that might come back. 

“The doctor tells you you’ve got to have a check up every 
five years, and you don’t know if it’s going to happen again,” 
he said. 

Groton’s base was recommended for closure in 2005, but 
the community, congressional delegation and state banded 
together, fought, and prevented the shut down. 

Sen. Joe Lieberman, Sen. Richard Blumenthal and U.S. 
Rep. Joe Courtney, released a joint statement last week 
opposing another round of BRAC, calling the proposal “dead 
on arrival.” 

S.O.S 
Thomas Vandesteene, who works at the weapons 

compound and volunteered at Charles Barnum Elementary 
Friday, was new to Groton during the BRAC in 2005. He said 

he remembers signs everywhere with the slogan SOS, for 
“Save Our Sub base.” 

“The economy in this local area is driven by the Sailors,” 
Vandesteene said. At any given time, the submarine school 
has 4,000 students, he said. 

“I don’t see it ever closing," he added. “But that’s the 
worry- that if it did, it would be devastating.” 

Military Children 
It would also affect the public schools. Superintendent 

Paul Kadri said about 20 percent of Groton's 5,000 public 
school students have parents in the military. 

At Charles Barnum, 83 percent of the children in 
kindergarten through fifth grade have parents in active duty in 
the military. At Mary Morrisson, the figure is 87 percent. 
Pleasant Valley Elementary has fewer military children, but 
still a significant number, Kadri said. 

"It would have an impact on enrollment, without 
question," he said. Groton receives a little less than $5 million 
in military aid to educate those children. 

If something were to happen to the sub base, Kadri said it 
would also be an emotional loss. 

"Groton and the sub base are synonymous," he said. "It's 
almost like losing a part of your identity, if the sub base were 
to go." 

Investments 
Steve Woodruff, who owns Woody’s Service next to the 

base, said he believes recent investments will help the base if a 
review moves forward. Eighty percent of his business depends 
on the base, he said. But he’s not that nervous yet. 

“We’ve been tested once already and we passed,” he said. 
Gov. Dannel Malloy, who attended a groundbreaking on 

an addition to Nimitz Hall in May, said the project was the 
fourth investment the state has made at the base since 2005. 
The investments total $12 million, he said. 

Vivirito said he still doesn’t feel protected. 
“We all know how the government works. They can put 

billions of dollars into a facility, and decide (that) if it’s not 
politically advantageous to them, they just walk away.” 
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31. Uncertainty At NSA Crane, But Westgate Academy Conference Center Moving Forward 
(GREENE COUNTY (IN) DAILY WORLD 30 JAN 12) ... Nick Schneider 

While NSA Crane and its tenants -- Naval Surface 
Warfare Center, Crane (NSWC) and Crane Army Ammunition 
Activity (CAAA) and the Coast Guard -- support more than 
5,000 civilian and military personnel on-base, an 
announcement in the past week of an unexpected round of 
BRAC (Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission) 
reviews in the coming year has some uncertain about the 
future of the U.S. Navy's third largest military installation. 

However, NSA Crane should be positioned well to sustain 
only a few casualties in the new round of BRAC, which wasn't 
expected to happen until 2015. 

Locals can take some solace in the DoD's announcement 
that while the overall budget will be slashed significantly - on 
a directive from the White House - the budget does sink more 
money into technologies linked to anti-access, aerial-denial 

scenarios and will fund the next-generation bomber and 
modernization of the submarine fleet. The budget will 
maintain the nuclear triad - bombers, ICBMs and submarines - 
and will invest in significantly more capability in the cyber 
world, according to Secretary of Defense Leon Panetta. 

That's good news for NSWC Crane, which specializes in 
acquisition engineering, in-service engineering and technical 
support for sensors, electronics, electronic warfare and special 
warfare weapons and works to apply component and system-
level product and industrial engineering to surface sensors, 
strategic systems, special warfare devices, electronic 
warfare/information operations systems. 

NSWC Crane specializes in special missions, strategic 
missions and electronic warfare/information operations as well 
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as training activities for Special Forces personnel, like the 
Navy Seals. 

While behind-the-scenes planning to prepare for and 
brace for the effects of the BRAC are just being launched, 
work on development of more operations at the nearby 
WestGate at Crane Technology Park is proceeding full speed 
ahead. 

I participated as a citizen member of a focus group that 
convened last Wednesday at WestGate Tech Park to discuss 
the components and function of the WestGate at Crane 
Academy and Conference Center. 

Among the participants were representatives from NSWC 
Crane; major civilian contractors like SAIC and Stimulus 
Engineering; stakeholders like Radius Indiana, and economic 
development offices in Greene, Daviess and Martin counties; 
and representatives from high education institutions like 
Purdue University, Indiana University, University of Southern 
Indiana, Vincennes University, and Ivy Tech State College. 

The participants brainstormed on what they envision to be 
the future role of the $8.6 million academy project, which is 
now under construction. The 64,000 square feet 
academy/conference center is expected to be up and running 
with tenants in place by the end of this year. 

The project, located in Daviess County about a mile from 
the Greene County line, got a big boost when the federal EDA 
awarded a $6.6 million grant for the complex. 

There is a high interest by the universities that are being 
solicited by the academy/conference center owners - WestGate 
at Crane Authority and Southern Indiana Development 
Commission - to offer on-site undergraduate, graduate and 
specialized workforce training classes. 

The academy building, which will feature a 600-seat 
conference center auditorium, will also house business 
incubation and technology transfer activities. There will be 
multiple classrooms, offices, and shared secure space for large 
and small meetings, all under the operation of a management 
firm that will be hired in the near future. 

"The bottom line is, we want to create jobs," says Charles 
Selby, who serves as executive director of the WestGate at 
Crane Technology Park. "We want this (building) to be the 
best tool for the area." 

To accommodate the expected influx of users and new 
business coming to the tech park, there will have to be 
someplace for folks to lodge overnight and eat. 

Selby said one 80-room hotel has been secured with 
negotiations ongoing with another development that plans to 
build a larger hotel. There also will be a couple of restaurants 
located either in the tech park or nearby in close proximity to 
the I-69/U.S. 231 junction. 

It's all very exciting to see public and private leaders from 
Greene, Daviess and Martin counties, who've been able to 
work together to transform what was once a cornfield into a 
booming economic and educational hub. 

For anyone who thinks WestGate Tech Park is pie-in-the-
sky, take a drive down there and see there is real and tangible 
work already going on by more than 500 employees, who are 
working daily for a variety of defense contractors and service 
organizations to protect this nation and its warfighters. 

The future for the tech park remains bright and a 
showcase for the rest of the state showing what cooperation 
and foresight among several counties can do to benefit its 
residents. 

Return to Index 
 

32. Bordallo Has "Serious Reservations" About Navy's RFP For Ship Repair Facility 
(PACIFIC NEWS CENTER (GUAM) 31 JAN 12) ... Kevin Kerrigan 

GUAM - Guam Congresswoman Madeleine Bordallo 
says she has "serious reservations about assumptions that [the] 
Navy has made in the current RFP regarding commercial ship 
repair capabilities on Guam." 

The Congresswoman met with Guam Shipyard workers 
this morning [Tuesday] and assured them of her commitment 
to Guam Shipyard and their job security.She told them she has 
been working with the Governor and Guam Shipyard 
President Mathews Pothen to get the Navy to amend the RFP 
to ensure the process is fair and adequately takes into account 
small business issues. 

Two weeks ago, the Navy released the RFP which puts 
the lease re-newal for the ship repair facility up for 
competitive bidding. 

As PNC News reported last week, NAVFAC Mariana's 
Commander Captain John Heckman says "about 4 or 5 

companies" have expressed an interest in bidding to provide 
ship repair services at the facility, Guam Shipyard is among 
them. 

Captain Heckman emphasized that the Navy is looking 
for someone who can provide both ship repair capabilities, as 
well as local employment. 

The Navy will be holding a site visit February 3rd. Bids 
are due by February 20th and they may have a decision by the 
end of March. 

However, the Congresswoman's release quotes her as 
saying "The current RFP is structured in a way that ignores the 
importance of maintaining a small business presence for the 
shipyard. I will continue to work closely with Guam Shipyard 
President Mathews Pothen and the Governor’s office to 
protect these jobs and get the Navy to alter the RFP so that it 
issues a more balanced and fair RFP.” 
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33. Futenma Relocation Plan Presents Risk To Okinawa Environment, Governor's Panel Says 
(STARS AND STRIPES 31 JAN 12) ... Travis J. Tritten and Chiyomi Sumida 

CAMP FOSTER, Okinawa — The U.S.-Japan plan to 
relocate Marine Corps Air Station Futenma farther north on 
Okinawa will cause irreparable environmental damage despite 
claims by Tokyo that any risks can be managed, a panel of 
experts advising the island’s governor said Tuesday. 

Valuable habitat and rare species could be harmed by 
building an offshore Marine Corps airfield, and the effects of 
new aircraft on the area are not fully known, according to 11 
university professors, who spoke during a public meeting. It 
was the island’s first assessment of a 7,000-page Ministry of 
Defense report issued in late December that found the U.S. 
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and Japan could build the new base without harming the ocean 
or coastal area. 

The ministry report was meant to be a first step toward 
starting construction of the troubled, six-year-old Futenma 
relocation project. But the panel rebuke Tuesday was a strong 
indication that Okinawa will continue its unwavering 
opposition to hosting the Marine Corps base by rejecting the 
project on environmental grounds. 

“The problems are no small matter. Instead, the problems 
are too big to carry out the project at the planned site,” said 
Kuniharu Miyagi, chairman of the panel and professor at 
Okinawa International University. 

Filling the ocean bottom for a new V-shaped Marine 
Corps airfield will destroy coral and marine plants as well as 
habitat for the dugong, an endangered relative of the manatee, 
and an endemic species of goby fish, the panel told about 100 
residents. 

The panel also said Tokyo has not properly studied the 
effects of the Marine Corps’ tilt-rotor Osprey aircraft on the 

quiet coastline where the project is planned. The service 
recently decided to replace its global fleet of aging helicopters 
with the new aircraft. 

The panel’s findings will be submitted to Okinawa Gov. 
Hirokazu Nakaima, who is expected to issue a formal response 
to the Ministry of Defense in the coming months. 

The ministry declined to comment on the panel’s 
comments Tuesday. “We will respond appropriately when we 
receive [the] governor’s opinions,” a spokesman in Tokyo 
said. 

Meanwhile, Minister of Defense Naoki Tanaka told 
members of the Japanese parliament Tuesday that the ministry 
will conduct test flights and noise monitoring of U.S. Osprey 
on Okinawa, following complaints that the aircraft was not 
included in early environmental assessments. 

“I am aware of the need,” he said, indicating that the 
ministry will work together with the U.S. military on the tests. 
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34. Gov't Mulls Test Flights Of Controversial U.S. Aircraft In Okinawa 
(KYODO NEWS 31 JAN 12) 

TOKYO -- Defense Minister Naoki Tanaka said Tuesday 
the government will look into conducting test flights of the 
MV22 Osprey vertical takeoff and landing aircraft at a U.S. 
base in Okinawa Prefecture before their full deployment there 
later this year. 

Local residents have expressed concerns over the plane's 
noise and safety given the aircraft's history of fatal crashes 
during test flights. The envisaged test flights are unlikely, 
however, to change a U.S. plan to deploy it at the Marine 
Corps' Futenma Air Station within this year, political analysts 
say. 

Tanaka told a parliament session that he views as 
"necessary" such test flights to check noise, and will consider 
this after consulting with the U.S. government and local 
residents, accepting a suggestion by opposition lawmaker 
Nobutaka Machimura to do so. 

As part of steps to "assure the local community" about the 
safety of the aircraft, Tanaka said Hideo Jimpu, parliamentary 
vice defense minister, will be sent to the United States soon to 
fly on the Osprey. 

The local community in Okinawa, which has long hosted 
the bulk of U.S. forces in Japan, is also deeply opposed to a 
Japan-U.S. accord to relocate the Futenma base from the 
populated city of Ginowan to a coastal area in Nago, both 
within Okinawa. 

Tanaka said the Defense Ministry is reflecting on whether 
its local bureau's decision to deliver to the Okinawa 

prefectural government late last year an environmental impact 
assessment report on the relocation was appropriate. 

The incident early on Dec. 28 further angered local 
people, who were already upset by offensive comments the 
former head of the ministry's Okinawa bureau made in 
connection with the relocation plan and the burden Okinawa 
has faced in hosting U.S. forces. 

The bureau, whose former chief was recalled in 
November over the comments, came under fresh fire Tuesday 
for recently meddling in an upcoming local election, after 
Seiken Akamine, a lawmaker from the Japanese Communist 
Party, pointed it out during the lower house Budget 
Committee session. 

The bureau instructed its various divisions by e-mail to 
find out about its personnel's Ginowan-based relatives eligible 
to vote and created a list of them earlier this month. Those on 
the list were called on to listen to a "lecture" by the bureau 
chief, Ro Manabe, according to Akamine, who cited e-mail 
messages he had obtained. 

Akamine said this action constitutes "interference" by the 
government in the mayoral election in Ginowan on Feb. 12. 

Tanaka responded that this "should not be the case" and 
that he would swiftly examine the matter. The ministry sent 
three officials to Okinawa the same day to shed light on the 
incident. 
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35. U.S. Military Envisions More Bases Like Djibouti Facility 
(US NEWS 30 JAN 12) ... John T. Bennett 

A little-known U.S. military facility in the Middle East is 
a model for the kind of American bases President Obama's 
new defense strategy suggests soon will pop up around the 
globe, a senior Pentagon official said Monday. 

The U.S. commandos who swooped into Somalia to 
rescue two aid workers who had been kidnapped by pirates 
operated from an American base in Djibouti, said Michele 

Flournoy, undersecretary of defense for policy. She called the 
facility a prime example of the kinds of facilities from which 
the U.S. military will launch the "small-footprint operations" 
across the globe that are discussed in the Obama 
administration's new national defense strategy. 

The Djibouti base is called Camp Lemonnier, according 
to a State Department fact sheet. Pentagon and other U.S. 
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national security officials believe Washington needs more 
Lemonnier-like bases. 

The Obama administration's defense strategy, released 
this month, says smaller annual Pentagon budgets "will 
require innovative and creative solutions to maintain our 
support for allies." 

Flournoy spoke at a military conference in Washington 
sponsored by the Reserve Officers Association. The remarks 
likely are her final public ones in office; Friday is her final day 
in office. 
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NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
36. From Biden, A Vivid Account Of Bin Laden Decision 
(NEW YORK TIMES 31 JAN 12) ... Mark Landler 

In the anguished White House debates over the war in 
Afghanistan, Vice President Joseph R. Biden Jr. argued 
consistently to stress counterterrorism over the more costly 
strategy of nation-building. It turns out, though, that Mr. Biden 
warned against the most sensational counterterrorism 
operation of the Obama presidency: the commando raid that 
killed Osama bin Laden. 

In a speech last weekend to House Democrats at their 
annual retreat in Cambridge, Md., Mr. Biden said he had 
advised President Obama not to go ahead with the raid on the 
compound in Abbottabad, Pakistan, arguing that the military 
needed more time to make sure Bin Laden was in the 
complex. 

He offered, in characteristic Biden-style, an account of the 
fateful meeting in the White House Situation Room, when Mr. 
Obama polled members of his war council for their judgment 
on whether he should give the go-ahead for the raid. 

“He went around the table with all the senior people, 
including the chiefs of staff, and he said, ‘I have to make a 
decision. What is your opinion?’ ” Mr. Biden said, in an 
account later confirmed by the White House. 

The president, Mr. Biden said, started with his national 
security adviser, Tom Donilon, then moved to Secretary of 
State Hillary Rodham Clinton, and other senior officials, 
including Leon E. Panetta, then director of the Central 

Intelligence Agency, who oversaw the raid, before ending up 
with the vice president. 

“Every single person in that room hedged their bet except 
Leon Panetta,” Mr. Biden recalled. “Leon said go. Everyone 
else said, 49, 51.” 

The president then turned to Mr. Biden. “He said, ‘Joe, 
what do you think?’ And I said, ‘You know, I didn’t know we 
had so many economists around the table.’ I said, ‘We owe the 
man a direct answer. Mr. President, my suggestion is, don’t 
go. We have to do two more things to see if he’s there.’ ” 

Mr. Obama stood up to leave and told the group, “I’ll give 
you my decision.” The next morning, Mr. Biden said, the 
president gave Mr. Donilon the order – “Go” – just before 
boarding his helicopter for a domestic trip. 

The vice president cited the story, he said, to show that 
“this guy’s got a backbone like a ramrod.” His was not the 
first recounting of the qualms among Mr. Obama’s advisers: 
Robert M. Gates, the defense secretary at the time, was also 
known to be skeptical of the operation. But it was the most 
vivid and detailed. 

On Monday, Jay Carney, the White House spokesman, 
said Mr. Biden was “speaking accurately.” He added, “The 
broader point, as the president has made here, is that this was 
not a sure thing, but the president had so much faith in our 
special forces and their capacity to fulfill this mission, that he 
made the call to go forward.” 
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37. Operation Sustainability: U.S. Military Sets Ambitious Environmental Goals 
(RENEWABLE ENERGY WORLD 30 JAN 12) ... Michael d'Estries 

With personnel nearly the population of Chicago and a 
fleet of over 500,000 aircrafts, vessels, and vehicles, the U.S. 
Department of Defense is a massive and energy-hungry 
institution. 

In 2009 alone, the military consumed some 375,000 
barrels of oil per day, more than three-quarters of all other 
countries on the planet. To put that in perspective, Nigeria — 
with a population of more than 140 million — consumes about 
the same amount. 

During the decades of cheap fuel and easy access, feeding 
this complex system spread over 820 global installations was 
of little concern. In today’s economic climate, however, the 
Department of Defense (DoD) has had to adapt its energy 
strategy. 

“The stakes could not be higher,” Navy Secretary Ray 
Mabus said in a statement earlier this year. “Energy reform 
will make us better fighters. In the end, it is a matter of energy 
independence and it is a matter of national security. Our 

dependence on foreign sources of petroleum makes us 
vulnerable in too many ways.” 

According to a recent report by the Pew Charitable Trusts, 
the DoD is taking aim at its annual $15 billion energy budget 
with a focus on efficiency and development of renewable, 
clean fuels — three areas that are pivotal in the race to create a 
more efficient fighting force and strengthen America’s energy 
independence. 

The Age Of Domestic Biofuels 
As the world’s largest single consumer of liquid fuels, the 

DoD is taking ambitious steps to source alternatives. The 
Obama administration recently announced a joint partnership 
between private-sector companies, the Department of 
Agriculture, U.S. Navy, and the Department of Energy to 
invest $510 million in biofuel production over three years. 

Both the Navy and Air Force (the latter consuming over 
60 percent of DoD fuel) are experimenting with biofuel 
alternatives based on algae and a weedy plant called camelina. 
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Studies have shown camelina-based jet fuel to reduce net 
carbon emissions from planes by almost 80 percent. 

Unfortunately, current biofuels production is meager 
compared to what the military or commercial industries might 
one day demand. The government’s investment in the sector 
could be the impetus needed to turn it from fledgling to a 
serious player in the country’s energy portfolio. 

“Military use of advanced biofuels could in turn validate 
emerging technologies and unlock private investment in future 
advanced biofuels production for civilian markets,” said one 
industry executive. 

General expectations are high. The Air Force is calling for 
50 percent of its domestic aviation needs to be satisfied with 
biofuels by 2016. The Navy’s plans are similar, with a 50 
percent alternative energy mix by 2020—as well as a massive 
fossil-fuel independent “Green Strike Carrier Group” by 2016. 

As an example of just how valuable the U.S. biofuel 
market will be, the Navy alone estimates it will require a 
staggering 336 million gallons of biofuel annually by 2020. 
The division currently uses less than 300,000 gallons. 

E Is For Efficiency 
As with the private sector, improvements in efficiency — 

from bases to vehicles — is an immediate and affordable way 
to dramatically cut energy consumption. According to the Pew 
report, a DoD decision to insulate 9 million square feet of 
temporary structures resulted in a daily fuel savings of more 
than 77,000 gallons. 

The greatest argument for pursuing a more efficient 
military, however, can be made for the amount of lives it will 
save. Eighty percent of the supply convoys in Iraq and 
Afghanistan are fuel trucks — with over 3,000 American 
soldiers and contractors killed in attacks associated with fuel 
delivery between 2003 and 2007. 

“Our adversaries are increasingly employing asymmetric 
tactics and energy can be a soft target,” Deputy Secretary of 
Defense William Lynn said at a Pentagon briefing last 
summer. 

To date, the Air Force has implemented changes that 
include more efficient flight routes, increased use of advanced 
flight simulators, and development of new turbine engines that 
offer a 25 percent boost in energy savings. 

On the ground and sea, research and development of 
hybrid and electric vehicles and ships is being aggressively 
pursued, with an eye in particular on the DoD’s fleet of over 
200,000 non-tactical vehicles. 

In June 2011, the Department issued a request for 
information from all players in the electric vehicle sector for 
proposals and ideas on how to deploy EVs at a cost that is 

competitive with internal combustion engine vehicles. Gains 
here will eventually make huge waves in the commercial EV 
industry and offer tremendous savings on fuel and delivery. 

Renewable Solutions 
Perhaps the closest ties between the DoD and the private 

cleantech sector come through collaborations on sustainable 
sources of energy. As of April 2010, over 450 renewable 
initiatives (including solar, wind, geothermal, and biomass) 
were in use or being developed on military bases. 

The shift towards sustainable sources has as much to do 
with security as it does with budget and autonomy. With the 
DoD’s heavy reliance on civilian utilities comes increased risk 
from interruptions due to natural disasters or terrorist attacks. 

Investments in microgrids, which act as self-contained 
islands of clean energy generation and storage, are an ideal 
contingency plan. “We know this technology can save fuel 
and maintenance time for our deployed forces,” said Brigadier 
General N. Lee S. Price. “Through this project, we can obtain 
reliable data on these benefits — and lay the groundwork for 
successful use of microgrids in theater.” 

Solar photovoltaic and solar thermal technologies make 
up the majority of the DoD renewable energy installations and 
are a focal point of investment. 

In September of 2011, Energy Secretary Steven Chu 
announced the largest domestic residential rooftop solar 
project in history: a $334M loan to solar power provider 
SolarCity that will provide “up to 160,000 rooftop solar 
installations on top of privately run military housing 
complexes at 124 military bases across 34 states.” Large scale 
solar projects are also in development across the U.S. — 
including a 500-MW solar concentrator project at Fort Irwin in 
California. 

Show And Tell 
Since March 2010, the DoD has held an annual ExFOB 

(Experimental Forward Operating Base) event offering private 
companies an opportunity to show off their latest 
advancements in “expeditionary energy capabilities.” The 
primary purpose of these demonstrations is to evaluate and 
eventually test products that can produce a more self-sufficient 
and mobile strike force. 

According to the Pew report, up to 20 percent of a 
soldier’s 70- to 90-pound pack consists solely of batteries. 
Products such as high-efficiency solar mats, next-generation 
lithium batteries, and fuel cells can all make a difference. 

“We view ourselves as a target-rich environment,” 
Secretary of the Army John McHugh said. “This is the right 
thing to do for the environment, for the taxpayer and, most 
important, the right thing to do for our soldiers.” 
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38. Interview With U.S. Rep. Adam Smith 
(DEFENSE NEWS 30 JAN 12) ... Kate Brannen 

The top Democrat on the Republican-led House Armed 
Services Committee, Rep. Adam Smith, D-Wash., will play a 
leading role in shepherding the Obama administration’s 
defense agenda through Congress as military spending 
declines as part of a broader drive to cut the country’s debt. 

In August, lawmakers passed the Budget Control Act that 
raised America’s borrowing limit on condition that $2.1 
trillion be cut from the nation’s debt. The first half of that 
would come from spending caps imposed on discretionary 

spending over the next decade, including $487 billion from the 
Pentagon over the 10-year period. 

If Congress fails to raise the remaining $1.2 trillion, 
automatic spending cuts would start in January 2013, 
including an additional $500 billion cut automatically from 
DoD. 

In January, the administration issued a new strategy to 
shape its defense cuts, followed on Jan. 26 with a preview of 
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the 2013 spending request that will be submitted to Congress 
Feb. 13. 

Smith has served in Congress and on the Armed Services 
Committee since 1997, and is often at odds with Rep. Howard 
“Buck” McKeon, R-Calif., who is the committee’s chairman 
and ardent critic of the administration’s proposed defense cuts. 

Q. What was your first take on DoD’s five-year 
spending plan? 

A. I think it’s a pretty good plan. I mean, this reflects 
some tough choices that are going to have to be made, but I 
think the decisions are pretty sound and they fit clearly within 
an overall national security strategy that protects us in the 
areas that are our biggest concerns, in terms of dealing with 
Iran, dealing with North Korea, making sure we have a 
presence in Asia, winding down the effort in Afghanistan. I 
think it meets our national security needs. Now, there are 
some tough choices involved there, but again, that’s to be 
expected. Business as usual isn’t going to get us the national 
security posture that we want. I think that was the purpose of 
the strategic review: Where are we spending money that is not 
necessarily well spent? How can we more efficiently use our 
resources to meet an overall goal? I think this does that. 

Q. Panetta and his deputy, Ashton Carter, emphasized 
that this budget should be viewed as a package and that 
tinkering in one area would affect another. It sounded like 
a message to lawmakers that there isn’t much room to 
maneuver. Did they convey the same point to you? 

A. I think what they’re saying is this fits a strategy. Now, 
that doesn’t mean there isn’t some flexibility to move this 
around, but what I hope we’ll do in Congress is that we will 
look at it and say, if we want to make a change, let’s make 
sure that change reflects a strategy, not just a parochial 
concern — number one. And, number two; understand that 
this is the budget that Congress gave the Pentagon. It was 
Republicans and Democrats supporting the Budget Control 
Act that gave them these numbers. The Republican-controlled 
House passed this bill, overwhelmingly, that told the 
Pentagon: This is how much money you’re going to have to 
spend. 

So, now that the Pentagon has actually made the tough 
choices in terms of how to spend it, and I think made them 
quite well to reflect a broader strategy, for Congress to come 
along and say, ‘Oh, we can’t afford these cuts’ — you passed 
them. I think some of the rhetoric since this has come out has 
lost track of that fundamental reality that this is in keeping 
with the Budget Control Act, passed into law by Congress and 
the president. 

Q. Now that you’ve heard some of the congressional 
reaction to the initial 2013 budget details, are you worried 
that the committee will spend more time pushing back on 
the overall cuts versus looking at the actual details? 

A. What I’m worried about is you get into more parochial 
fights on this issue or that issue and we lose track of an 
overarching strategy. If the House or the Senate — Republican 
or Democratic — leadership wants to say, we’ve got a 
different strategy and here’s where we think the money should 
be spent, that’s one thing. But to just come along and say, 
‘don’t cut this; don’t cut that,’ doesn’t reflect the strategy, first 
and foremost, nor the budget that the Pentagon is required to 
work with. 

Whenever you’re the person with the only plan that’s out 
there, you’re going to be attacked. We’ll see what alternative 
plans are actually put on the table, as opposed to just sniping 
at one piece of it here or one piece of it there. What is the 
actual strategy that someone who doesn’t like this strategy 
would put on the table? What are they going to cut? What are 
they going to spend their money on? Let’s evaluate it based on 
that as opposed to evaluating the president’s strategy up 
against some picture-perfect infinite budget dreamland. 

Q. Some people are saying the Obama administration 
may have punted some bigger decisions until after the 
election, from keeping the 11th aircraft carrier to 
reforming military benefits to the size of the nuclear 
arsenal. Do you think so? 

A. Well, they fit the budget. The budget required the cuts 
and they had their five-year numbers. One thing we’re going 
to have to look at is: Do the Pentagon’s numbers add up? Do 
they have a plan in place that actually meets the numbers 
required or are they doing some rounding games? I don’t 
know. 

Q. The Pentagon announced that they’ll request at 
least one round of base closures. How do you think that 
will be received by Congress? 

A. I don’t know if Congress is going to get on board with 
it, but it needs to be done. We’re making significant changes 
in the force structure. I think without question we’re going to 
have to do base realignment. I don’t see how any person 
looking at the strategy and looking at the changes coming 
down could conclude otherwise. 

Q. Are you concerned by any of the rhetoric you hear 
around Washington in regard to China? Is there a risk of 
creating a self-fulfilling prophecy? 

A. I am concerned. I do think that a lot of times the 
rhetoric gets into a Cold War mentality of, ‘Well, we have to 
build this to counter that’ and China sees that and says, ‘Well, 
if they’re doing that, then we have to do this.’ We, I think, 
need to look at China as a country that has a definitive stake in 
global stability. There is no way on Earth that it is in their best 
interests or our best interests to have any sort of military 
conflict between the two of us. I hope that we understand that 
in our rhetoric and work toward it. 

Obviously, we have disagreements over a variety of 
different issues, but we have disagreements with a lot of 
different countries. I’ll tell you, there are a number of things 
that will determine how peaceful and stable the next 50 years 
are, but one of the top two is clearly whether or not we can 
find a way to peacefully coexist with China. 

Q. What is the other one? 
A. Our ability to deal with al-Qaida and their terrorist 

threat and other asymmetric threats. I have a long-winded 
answer on that one, because I think that really also has to do 
with stability in some unstable places and overall global 
development. When you have countries like Yemen and 
Somalia and Afghani-stan, and even to some extent, Pakistan, 
which are having major governance problems and major 
problems in terms of providing for their people through 
adequate development and adequate governance, that’s what 
feeds the instability. So, it’s not so much just al-Qaida as it’s 
the issue of ungoverned and ungovernable states and the chaos 
they can spread. How do we do global development better? 
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Q. Where does sequestration fit in? How do you think 
that will play out? 

A. Sequestration is not going to happen. Now, there are a 
couple of different ways this could play out. The best way for 
it to play out would be for us all to come together and pass a 
10-year budget that actually saves that $1.2 trillion, preferably 
more. That would be happy result No. 1 and that’s what I’m 
working toward. 

The second thing is the Bush tax cuts expire at the end of 
this year. That’s $4.2 trillion. If we don’t act — House, Senate 
and president — they all come back, $4.2 trillion. 

Now, there are several different rules here. Rule No. 1 is 
that you’re always in a better position if you’re hoping 
Congress doesn’t act, because it’s hard to get the House, 
Senate and president to agree. Typically trumping that rule in 
this case would be it’s a tax cut and looking at what we did 
two years ago, in 2010, we’ll just extend it. 

However, we have the third counterpoint here, which is if 
we pass and continue the Bush tax cuts completely that is the 
act that will force sequestration in December of 2012. Throw 
all that into the stew and I don’t think we pass a complete 
continuation of the Bush tax cuts, knowing that it will cause 
sequestration to actually happen. 

So, in December of 2012, one of two things is going to 
happen. Either A), we’re going to get some kind of grand 

bargain that will save at least the $1.2 trillion and stop 
sequestration, or B), we will have a stalemate for at least a 
couple of weeks in January; the Bush tax cuts will all come 
back and sequestration will be avoided. 

The Republicans and others are talking about ‘Well, 
couldn’t we just year by year find the savings to stop 
sequestration from happening?’ That’s great. That’s all we 
need, just one more thing that every year we have to come up 
with, some cobbled together solution to throw on top of the 
tax cuts, to throw on top of the Medicare fix, all these other 
things that we’ve been doing year by year. I am hoping that 
people will realize the folly of that and not do a year-by-year 
thing. 

Q. Would you support it if the committee voted on 
that? 

A. I certainly wouldn’t vote to separate out defense. I 
would not support that. If you’re going stop sequestration then 
stop sequestration on all of them. If they came up with a plan 
that said, ‘OK, here’s what we’re going to cut to get one year 
of savings’ ... You know, I don’t know if I would support it or 
not. I haven’t decided. I would argue and urge us to do a 10-
year solution, not a one-year solution, because that just puts us 
down the road to further madness. 
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39. 'Reversibility' In Budget Said To Impact Industry Multiple Ways 
(DEFENSE DAILY 31 JAN 12) ... Emelie Rutherford 

The Pentagon is "quite serious" about applying so-called 
reversibility to budget decisions that impact the defense 
industry, a senior official said yesterday. 

Undersecretary of Defense for Policy Michele Flournoy 
said reversibility, the noting of budgeting in a manner so that 
the military can quickly respond to unforeseen future threats, 
"means a couple things" for industry. Her comments came, 
during her final speech before leaving office this Friday, as 
pundits questioned just what the reversibility means. 

"Some have seized on this word, (reversibility), as a sign 
that our principles are not firmly fixed, or that our decisions 
on key programs are subject to rapid change," she said at the 
Reserve Officers Association's Annual National Security 
Symposium in Washington. "In fact, reversibility means 
something completely different. It refers to our ability to make 
course corrections in response to strategic, economic or 
technological change." 

Flournoy said Pentagon officials are trying to prevent 
situations where "if you lost a particular part of the industrial 
base it would take you years and years and years to recapture 
it, if ever." 

"That fact has been factored into some of our program and 
budget decisions," she said. "So even though a particular 
program may have been weak or something we thought about 
doing away with, if in doing away with that we would 
completely lose a capability or the ability to have that 
capability in the future on a timely or responsive basis, we've 
got input of what to do in that case." 

She acknowledged such decision-making is tied to a 
"complex calculus." 

"But we are quite serious about this notion of 
reversibility," she said, "because...it's very hard to predict the 

future in this current environment. But it's too important to 
keep this institution's ability to be responsive to the 
unforeseen." 

The guiding principle of reversibility also has spurred 
Pentagon officials to try to maintain investments in science 
and technology as well as research and development, she said. 

"That is the seed corn of our future," she said. 
Reversibility has been applied more broadly to the 

Pentagon's fiscal year 2013 budget proposal as well. 
For example, the budget seeks to start reducing ground 

forces while maintaining a high proportion of mid-grade 
officers who "would be at a particular premium if we needed 
to build up those forces quickly," Flournoy said yesterday. 

In this context, she told the Reserve Officers Association, 
"the Guard and the Reserve will play an extremely important 
role," because they give the military "built-in adaptability and 
resourcefulness." 

"We expect the reserve components to continue to provide 
both an operational and a strategic reserve in the future," she 
said. "They will continue to be a source of innovative 
approaches to building the capacity and critical partners 
around the world." 

Defense-budget observers have questioned the meaning of 
reversibility, which Deputy Defense Secretary Ashton Carter 
discussed Dec. 5 during a press briefing on the Pentagon's 
forthcoming FY '13 budget request, which it plans to send 
Congress on Feb. 13 (Defense Daily, Dec. 6). 

Todd Harrison, the senior fellow for defense budget 
studies at the Center for Strategic and Budgetary Assessments, 
said reversibility "could mean a lot of things" and could come 
at a cost. 
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"You can cut programs and then make some investments 
that mitigate the downside to the industrial base," he said last 
Friday at a Center for Strategic and International Studies 
(CSIS) event on the defense budget. "But often what will 
happen is your unit costs (for weapon systems) will go up and 
you'll be paying money in some cases to support overhead and 
infrastructure capacity in the industrial base, and skills in the 
industrial base, that you're not actively using." 

"There are good reasons to do that," Harrison said, "but it 
gets hard to defend that in front of Congress year after year." 
Thus, he said, "there are definitely risks involved." 

Clark Murdock, a CSIS senior adviser and director of its 
Defense and National Security Group, for his part said he 
"wouldn't pay too much attention to the word (reversibility) 
itself as promising a new concept." He noted past Pentagon 
talking about hedging, asking what-if questions, and 
synchronizing --terms he maintained connoted more content 
than they really did. 
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40. One Soldier's Progress Against Traumatic Brain Injury 
New treatment facility helps soldier make rapid progress against TBI 
(PROPUBLICA 30 JAN 12) ... Joaquin Sapien and Daniel Zwerdling 

When Army Sgt. Victor Medina returned home from Iraq 
in the summer of 2009, his life was a shambles. His tour had 
been cut short after he suffered a concussion during a roadside 
blast. Though his injury wasn't visible, he struggled with 
balance and noticed that his ability to read, think and even talk 
had changed for the worse. 

But in the spring of 2011, Medina became one of the first 
patients at the National Intrepid Center of Excellence, the 
military's $65 million, state-of-the-art treatment center for 
brain-injured soldiers. 

During his three weeks at the Bethesda, Md., center, the 
staff developed a rehabilitation program designed specifically 
for Medina. His recovery has progressed rapidly ever since, he 
and his wife, Roxana Delgado, told ProPublica and NPR. 

Medina has continued to work from El Paso, Texas, by 
videoconference with a speech therapist based at the center, 
and he said his stutter is improving. After his injury, he had 
struggled to read more than a paragraph; now he says he can 
read and absorb two pages in one sitting. Medina also was 
ordered to stop driving after his injury, but he told ProPublica 
and NPR that he has regained his ability to do that, too. 

"It's like night and day," Delgado said of his 
improvement. 

The couple believes that Medina benefited dramatically 
from media attention. In June 2010, ProPublica and NPR 
published stories about the couple's struggle to get medical 
treatment for Medina at Fort Bliss, Texas, where he was 
stationed at the time. The Army's vice chief of staff, Gen. 
Peter Chiarelli, denounced the reports at a hearing before the 
Senate Armed Services Committee as a "disservice ... to 
everyone." But a year later, Chiarelli flew the couple to 
Washington so they could talk privately to top commanders 
about their battles at Fort Bliss, and how to improve treatment 
for troops with TBI. 

Last year, Medina became one of NICOE's first patients. 
He received more than 100 hours of personalized treatment 
from neurologists, psychologists, physical therapists and 
others at the center, a NICOE spokesman said. Medina also 
had access to some of the center's virtual-reality equipment, 
which is used to simulate ordinary civilian activities like 
crossing the street and driving a car. 

Delgado and Medina have become advocates for victims 
of traumatic brain injury, or TBI, the signature injury of the 
Iraq and Afghanistan conflicts. Last week, Delgado was 
invited to attend President Barack Obama's State of the Union 

speech as a guest of Rep. Silvestre Reyes, D-Texas, whose 
district includes part of Fort Bliss. 

In an interview with ProPublica and NPR before the 
speech, Delgado said the invitation was "very empowering 
because it tells me that leadership and people in Congress are 
paying attention to traumatic brain injuries," she said. 

But not every soldier with a brain injury has been as 
fortunate as Medina. 

Delgado told ProPublica and NPR that she frequently 
receives calls from military wives who've had a hard time 
getting their husbands enrolled at NICOE, which has treated 
only about 200 soldiers since it opened in October 2011, 
center spokesman Joshua Stueve told ProPublica and NPR. 

By comparison, recent estimates show that nearly 230,000 
soldiers have been diagnosed with traumatic brain injuries, 
Stueve said. "We aren't going to make a huge dent in that 
population," said Stueve. Most of the center's $35 million 
budget is spent on research, not clinical care, he noted. 

To get into the program, a service member must be 
referred by a physician at his or her local military hospital, 
agree to live with other soldiers in a group house near the 
facility, and plan to continue military service after treatment. 

Brain-injured troops who don't plan on staying in the 
military have to rely on U.S. Veterans Affairs Department 
hospitals for treatment once they get out. But VA hospitals 
don't have the same resources or equipment as NICOE. 

Stueve said troops at NICOE benefit from being treated 
by an "inverted system" in which a soldier has the opportunity 
to work with perhaps 10 doctors at once, instead of being at a 
hospital where there might be just one doctor for every 10 
patients. The advantage, he said, is that a patient isn't shuffled 
to separate referrals from multiple specialists over the course 
of treatment. 

Stueve said the center "doesn't keep data" on how many 
soldiers are rejected, and handles only 20 patients at a time for 
about four weeks of concentrated treatment. 

"The real story here is patient experience," Stueve said. 
"The service members, when they come here, they feel like 
they are in control, and they play a huge part in their own 
treatment." 

Delgado agrees but said she knows "that's not the case for 
all service members, because some are denied a chance to go 
to NICOE. This should be the standard of care for everybody." 

The Pentagon plans to expand the NICOE system to other 
bases, Stueve said, but that effort could be stymied by pending 
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defense budget cuts. The defense department is drafting a plan 
to cut $259 billion from its budget over the next five years. 

The military is already having problems with its budgets 
for TBI and post-traumatic stress disorder. In a recent report to 

Congress, the Government Accountability Office said the 
defense department can't provide reliable data on how it spent 
$2.7 billion allocated to treat soldiers with brain injuries and 
psychological health problems. 
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41. Disability Claims Going Online 
(MILITARY UPDATE 29 JAN 12) ... Tom Philpott 

The only way to achieve Veterans Affairs Secretary Eric 
Shinseki's goal for 2015 — that every disability compensation 
claim gets processed within 125 days and with 98 percent 
accuracy — is to shift to a paperless claims system. And that 
transformation has begun. 

That was the testimony recently by VA's top claim 
processing official before the House veteran affairs' 
subcommittee on disability assistance. 

Tom Murphy, director of compensation service for the 
Veterans Benefits Administration (VBA), acknowledged the 
claims backlog has grown in recent years. 

Compensation and benefit claims pending at VA, as of 
Jan. 23, totaled 852,127 and 65 percent of them – 557,460 – 
had been filed by veterans more than 125 days ago, which 
means they are in "backlog" status. 

Over the last year VA processed almost a million claims 
but more than 1.3 million new claims were filed, some seeking 
compensation for the first time but most seeking an upgrade to 
current disability ratings. The number of veterans filing claims 
annually has more than doubled since 2000. 

The surge is tied to the Iraq and Afghanistan wars, court 
decisions and VA policy changes that made hundreds of 
thousands of Vietnam War veterans eligible for compensation 
for diseases linked to possible wartime exposure to herbicides, 
including Agent Orange. 

Murphy didn't challenge subcommittee complaints that 
the backlog is rising. But he did challenge a lawmaker who 
suggested that VA plans to move to electronic claim 
processing will only deepen the backlog, at least for a while. 

Given projected claims growth, Murphy asked, "How do 
we take care of those veterans in less than 125 days, which the 
secretary has stated is our goal, and do it with the resources we 
have currently on board? ...The only way we're going to do 
that is…to get out of the paper world and into the digital 
world." 

VA will introduce "very shortly" an electronic Claim for 
Disability. It will be available through VONAPP Direct 
Connect (VDC), VA's online e-benefits site. The VDC website 
currently allows veterans only to request changes to listed 
dependents on their benefits profile. 

To understand what's coming, Murphy said, veterans 
should think "along the line of your TurboTax interview 
process," but rather than filing income tax returns 
electronically, they will be prompted to file compensation 
claims. The process for an average claim will take 30 to 45 
minutes. 

"At the same time the veteran has the opportunity to 
submit any private evidence they want considered in the case," 
Murphy said. "And just that little bit I just described to you 
[will take] months out of our process." 

Most of the hearing, however, focused on VA's mammoth 
effort to apply current medical science and revise the VA 

Schedule for Rating Disabilities, or VASRD, by 2016. 
Disability evaluation boards have used the VASRD since the 
end of World War II to compensate veterans for average 
impairment in earning capacity caused by service-related 
conditions. 

Over the last 60 years VA has adjusted the VASRD 
piecemeal to account for new illnesses or some developments 
in medical science. But this is the first comprehensive review 
to ensure that disability categories, rating percentages and 
compensation levels are accurate and equitable. 

Representatives for several veterans' service organizations 
complained at the hearing that they have had few opportunities 
since the VASRD reform effort began two years ago to 
influence interim findings meaningfully. 

Frank Logalbo, national service director on benefits for 
the Wounded Warrior Project, said VASRD reform must 
support higher compensation for mental health disorders 
including post-traumatic stress disorder. He also said "deep 
flaws in both VA evaluation procedures and its rating criteria 
pose real problems for warriors bearing psychic combat 
wounds." 

"A one-time 20 to 30 minute conversation in a hospital 
office simply will not tell the most knowledgeable, 
conscientious examiner how the veteran functions in the 
community," Logalbo said. 

Retired Army Lt. Gen. James Terry Scott chaired the 
Veterans Disability Benefits Commission, which in 2007 
concluded that veterans with mental health ailments are 
undercompensated. It also recommended that Congress 
increase disability compensation by as much as 25 percent to 
recognize that disabled vets suffered a reduced quality of life. 

Scott now chairs VA's Advisory Committee on Disability 
Compensation, which has a major role in revising the 
VASRD. He said the compensation gap for mental health 
disorders is real and likely will be closed with a significant 
bump in VA ratings for ailments such as post-traumatic stress 
disorder. 

"What I think you're going to see…is that the degree of 
disability associated with PTSD is going to be recognized 
[with] a higher percentage disability rating assigned," Scott 
said. 

Scott has lost some of his earlier enthusiasm for 
compensating disabled veterans' for reduced quality of life, 
saying it can argue the issue is addressed in part through other 
benefits including the caregiver compensation law passed last 
year. And VA already pays Special Monthly Compensation to 
the most severely disabled, he noted. Any additional pay for 
loss of quality of life probably should build on that and 
continue to target only veterans with very serious disabilities, 
Scott said. 
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42. Naval Academy Leadership Conference Opens With Former Apple Exec 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 30 JAN 12) ... Jessica Clark, U.S. Naval Academy 

ANNAPOLIS, Md. -- An entrepreneur and author opened 
the Naval Academy Leadership Conference Jan. 30 with a 
speech about the leadership skills he learned from Steve Jobs 
while working for Apple. 

Currently the co-founder of Alltop.com, an online 
magazine rack of popular topics on the web, and a founding 
partner at Garage Technology Ventures, Guy Kawasaki was 
formerly the chief evangelist at Apple, responsible for 
convincing companies to buy Apple products. 

Steve Jobs is one of only two men Kawasaki recognizes 
as true business visionaries. Walt Disney is the second, he 
said. 

"The world is not as interesting a place without Steve 
Jobs," said Kawasaki. "We were on a mission from Steve to 
change the world." 

One of the lessons Kawasaki learned from his work at 
Apple was to not take the word of experts as gospel, he said. 

"For you young people wanting to be leaders ... you need 
to discover for yourself. You need to investigate. You should 

have a very skeptical attitude. Do not default to people who 
claim they are experts," Kawasaki said. 

He also learned that customers define what they want 
based on what they already know - it's up to the innovator to 
develop something new. And even organizations often "define 
themselves by what they do rather than what they provide," 
said Kawasaki. 

He encouraged young leaders instead to be innovative, to 
think big. 

"The biggest challenges beget the best work," he said. 
Steve Jobs set out to change the world, and he did it about 

five times, said Kawasaki. "Most people are lucky to change 
the world once." 

The annual leadership conference at the Naval Academy 
is designed to explore relevant challenges and issues that 
leaders and organizations face both in the military and the 
civilian sector. This year's theme is "Visionary Leadership: 
Navigating Through Uncharted Waters." 
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43. Military Probe Adding To Skepticism Of DMAA 
(STARS AND STRIPES 29 JAN 12) ... Travis J. Tritten 

CAMP FOSTER, Okinawa — The Defense Department is 
investigating a popular body-building supplement suspected in 
the deaths of two soldiers as well as organ failure and other 
serious health problems in others. 

Dimethylamylamine, also known as DMAA, has been 
banned by several countries and outlawed by major 
professional sports organizations. The supplement, sold in 
products such as OxyElite Pro and Jack3d, was pulled from 
military exchanges in late December but remains widely 
available in stateside stores and can be delivered to troops who 
order products online. 

The DOD safety review has added to growing concerns 
over the side effects of the amphetamine-like substance and 
underscored mounting evidence that the substance’s 
manufacturer skirted U.S. federal drug safeguards — and 
flooded products into stores — under false claims that DMAA 
is a natural ingredient. 

The military will “scientifically review and validate the 
available data regarding the safety of DMAA-containing 
products,” Peter Graves, spokesman for the assistant secretary 
of defense for health affairs, said in an email to Stars and 
Stripes. “The other services have a vested interest in the 
results of this study and have some collaboration in the 
review.” 

Graves said the department would not speculate on when 
the review might be completed. 

Retailers and supplement makers have said they are 
cooperating with the effort, and said the services will 
determine the product to be safe. 

One of the manufacturers, USPlabs, says recent testing — 
during which subjects were given DMAA supplements for two 
weeks — confirmed that the product is safe. 

“At the beginning and end of the study, blood pressure, 
heart rate and various indicators of renal and liver function 
were assessed. The study found that there were no statistically 

significant changes from baseline to the end of the study. No 
serious adverse events were noted,” the company said last 
month in a news release. 

Still, the Army and Air Force Exchange Service and the 
Navy Exchange chose to recall all fitness supplements 
containing DMAA, and the Army launched a safety review in 
December after the deaths of two soldiers who collapsed 
during fitness training. There also have been reports of liver 
and kidney failure, seizures, loss of consciousness, heat injury 
and muscle breakdown, according to the Army. 

Autopsies found that both soldiers had the substance in 
their bodies when they died, according to the service. The 
Army has not identified the soldiers, citing privacy rules, or 
disclosed the number of other health problems that could be 
linked to the supplement. 

This month, the DOD said it will collect available studies 
on the supplement and all the services will share health data 
on DMAA with the Army Health Policy and Services 
Directorate and Army Public Health Command, which will 
continue to helm the investigation. 

“While the review is ongoing and methodologies are still 
developing, we are seeking to include all credible 
information,” Graves said. “We are including data from 
multiple sources to build a thorough review, including 
scientific studies and adverse event reports.” 

The military investigation comes about six years after 
DMAA hit the fitness supplement market in the United States. 
It was originally sold over the Internet in 2006 by a chemist 
who admitted to supplying steroids to BALCO, the laboratory 
responsible for one of the biggest professional sports doping 
scandals in U.S. history, according to an investigation by the 
Washington Post. 

It has since been banned by Major League Baseball and 
the World Anti-Doping Agency as a performance-enhancing 
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drug. The governments of Canada and New Zealand have also 
recently banned it as an unapproved synthetic drug. 

But DMAA supplement sales are booming in the United 
States. Fitness retailer General Nutrition Centers said it has 
sold about 440 million supplements containing DMAA since 
2007, but declined to release its military sales figures. 

DMAA was listed as an ingredient in at least 15 products 
that were sold as workout performance boosters at GNC 
outlets in military exchange stores around the world, until the 
Army recall in December. 

The military safety review has added to growing 
skepticism over whether DMAA is really a natural product 
that can legally be sold in the U.S. without first undergoing 
extensively FDA drug testing. 

“I do believe these [military] deaths have added a lot of 
fuel to the fire,” said James Neal-Kababick, an Oregon lab 
director with two decades of experience analyzing 
supplements, including ones containing extract from the edible 
geranium plant. 

The marketing of DMAA as a flower extract is “all based 
on a house of cards that is completely false and erroneous,” 
said Neal-Kababick, an outspoken critic of DMAA. “I’ve 
looked at hundreds of geranium oils and we’ve never seen that 
compound.” 

The claim that DMAA is natural has allowed supplement 
makers to “clandestinely” add a synthetic stimulant into 
products sold to servicemembers while avoiding the high cost 
of seeking FDA approval, he said. 

The FDA does not approve dietary supplements before 
they are sold that already exist in the food chain and in the 
human body, but it does require years of testing and review of 
synthetic drugs to determine whether benefits outweigh health 
risks. Federal approval of a new drug costs up to $1 billion for 
private testing and monitoring Neal-Kababick said. 

Companies began asking Neal-Kababick to analyze 
proposed DMAA supplement products in 2009, and his 
research led him to believe it is a potentially dangerous 
synthetic drug, he said. 

The FDA declined to comment on DMAA or provide any 
information on its safety. The agency requires companies to 
report any health incidents that might have been caused by 
dietary products. 

“FDA never confirms, denies or comments on whether or 
not there is an open investigation or pending regulatory 
action,” FDA spokesman Siobhan DeLancey said in an email. 

Last summer, the Canadian health ministry determined 
that DMAA is not an extract of geranium, making it an 
unapproved drug in that country. Additionally, research 
published in December shows the National Measurement 
Institute in Australia found no evidence that DMAA can be 
found naturally or created without synthetic material. 

Claims that the supplement is found in geraniums appear 
to be a “marketing ploy,” researchers concluded. 

USPlabs, which makes the highly popular Jack3d and 
OxyElite Pro pre-work supplements, strongly denied the 
stimulant is a synthetic drug and maintained that its 
supplements are safe. 

“DMAA is a constituent of the geranium plant. There is 
not a consensus — scientific or otherwise — to rebut those 
findings,” company spokesman Wyeth Ruthven wrote in a 
response to Stars and Stripes. “Speculation and conjecture is 
not scientific consensus.” 

The substance is a mild stimulant similar to caffeine and 
has never caused a corroborated adverse health problem, 
according to Ruthven. 

The company cited studies published late last year in an 
online peer-reviewed medical journal, which compared 
DMAA to caffeine and found it did not cause any negative 
effects to the blood, blood pressure or heart rate when taken 
by test subjects for a short period. 

Still, the supplement industry changed tack on DMAA 
this month when the American Herbal Products Association, 
which represents more than 200 supplement makers including 
USPlabs, enacted a new code of ethics that directs members to 
avoid listing DMAA as an extract of geranium on supplement 
labels. 

“We became aware that there were companies who were 
marketing DMAA as germanium oil and geranium stem,” said 
Michael McGuffin, president of the AHPA. “When we looked 
at it closer, we realized they were selling a synthetic ingredient 
that was not derived from geranium.” 

But the trade organization has remained neutral on the 
regulation of DMAA and has seen no evidence that DMAA 
supplements are unsafe after millions of sales in recent years, 
McGuffin said. 

“I think what we can say with certainty is there is no 
conclusion,” McGuffin said. “We have strong opinions on 
both sides.” 

Return to Index 
 

44. Better Information Sharing Between Public, Private Sectors Needed, Report Says 
(DEFENSE DAILY 31 JAN 12) ... Pat Host 

Sharing information and best practices among 
government, industry and academia is crucial to nations 
shoring up their cyber security defenses, according to a report 
released yesterday. 

Cyber-security: The Vexed Question of Global Rules, a 
joint report by security technology company McAfee and the 
Belgium-based think tank Security & Defence Agenda, said to 
have a good picture of the risks and dangers on the internet, 
the private sector has to share information with the public and 
vice versa. For instance, the report cites, what if a series of 
cyber attacks directed at governments were somehow related 
to similar attacks aimed at financial institutions. 

The next step would be to pass on this information to 
academia. 

"We can't have security and obscurity," said Jesus Luna, a 
cyber security researcher for the Germany-based Deeds 
Group. "Academia can provide the algorithms and the 
techniques, but we are missing the data that validates our 
research. We need private and public information." 

Two examples of improved information sharing between 
the private and public sectors are the Common Assurance 
Maturity Model (CAMM) and the Cloud Security Alliance 
(CSA). According to its website, CSA is a non-profit, third-
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party organization that promotes the use of best practices for 
providing security assurance within cloud computing. 

Unfortunately, many private companies are unwilling to 
share information with other companies in fear of a 
competitive disadvantage and are afraid to share the 
information with the government for fear it will be misused. 
But increased information sharing would benefit everyone, 
Costin Raiu, director for global research and analysis at 
Kaspersky Labs, said in the report. 

"Governments and the military will see marked 
improvement in their security," he said. "Academia will be 
able to develop new protocols and design new architectures, 
and if users are better protected, cyber crime will go down." 

The report also recommends increasing public awareness 
of how individuals can protect their own data. With the 
proliferation of easy-internet-access devices like smartphones, 
many people indiscriminately transfer sensitive information 
that could be accessible to criminals. Tim Scully, head of 
cyber security for BAE Systems in Australia, said in the report 

that people need to focus on protecting their most sensitive 
information rather than the system itself. 

Oliver Caleff, a senior security consultant with CERT-
DEVOTEAM in France, said in the report that educating and 
training users would be a big step. 

"I would say that's 80 percent of the solution," he said. 
A third suggestion is examining the opportunities and 

problems created with cloud computing and smart phones. 
According to the report, cloud computing is rapid, on-demand 
network access to a shared pool of computing resources. One 
issue with cloud computing is legal jurisdiction. The report 
cites Google having one-third of its cloud in Canada. 

Other recommendations made in the report include: 
prioritizing information protection; improving cyber-
confidence building measures as an alternative to global 
treaties; improving communication among policymakers, 
technological experts and business leaders both at the national 
and international levels; and finding ways of establishing trust 
between the private and public sectors. 

View Report (PDF) 
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OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
45. Obama Exploits The Navy SEALs 
There may be political value in detailing how our special forces hunted bin Laden, but doing so threatens 
troop safety and future missions. 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 31 JAN 12) ... Leif Babin 

America's premier Special Operations force is once again 
in the headlines after a team of Navy SEALs rescued two 
hostages from captivity in Somalia last week. Elite U.S. forces 
have carried out such operations periodically over the past 
decade, always with skill and bravery. The difference in recent 
months is that the details of their work haven't remained 
secret. On the contrary, government officials have revealed 
them for political gain—endangering our forces in the process. 

The floodgates opened after the raid that killed Osama bin 
Laden last May, and the Obama administration's lack of 
discretion was on display again at last week's State of the 
Union address. As President Obama entered the House 
chamber, in full view of the cameras, he pointed to Defense 
Secretary Leon Panetta and exclaimed: "Good job tonight, 
good job tonight." Clearly something had happened that he 
wanted the world to know about. 

After delivering his speech, which included multiple 
references to the bin Laden raid, the president again thanked 
Mr. Panetta. "That was a good thing tonight," he said as if to 
ensure that the viewing public, if they missed it initially, 
would get it a second time around. 

Sure enough, shortly thereafter, the White House 
announced the successful rescue of the hostages in Somalia by 
U.S. Special Operations forces. Vice President Biden appeared 
on ABC's "Good Morning America" to highlight the success 
the next morning, and Mr. Panetta also publicly praised it. 
Then came the "anonymous U.S. officials" to provide 
extensive details of who conducted the raid and how. As with 
the bin Laden operation, the top-secret unit that carried it out 
was again front-page news, as were its methods and tactics. 

Our special operators do not welcome this publicity. In 
fact, from conversations I've had in recent days, it's clear they 
are dismayed by it. 

Adm. William H. McRaven, America's top special-
operations commander, wrote in his 1996 book "Spec Ops" 
that there are six key principles of success in special 
operations. Of paramount importance—especially given the 
risk and sensitivity of the missions and the small units 
involved—is what the military calls "operational security," or 
maintaining secrecy. If the enemy learns details and can 
anticipate the manner and timing of an attack, the likelihood of 
success is significantly reduced and the risk to our forces is 
significantly increased. 

This is why much of what our special-operators do is 
highly classified, and why military personnel cannot legally 
divulge it to the public. Yet virtually every detail of the bin 
Laden raid has appeared in news outlets across the globe—
from the name of the highly classified unit to how the U.S. 
gathered intelligence, how many raiders were involved, how 
they entered the grounds, what aircraft they used, and how 
they moved through the compound. Such details were highly 
contained within the military and not shared even through 
classified channels. Yet now they are available to anyone with 
the click of a mouse. 

It's difficult for military leaders to enforce strict standards 
of operational security on their personnel while the most 
senior political leadership is flooding the airwaves with 
secrets. The release of classified information has also opened a 
Pandora's box of former and retired SEALs, special operators, 
and military personnel who have chosen to violate their non-
disclosure agreements and discuss intricate details of how 
such operations are planned and executed. 
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We've already begun seeing specific examples of strategic 
harm from the post-bin Laden leaks. In June, Pakistan arrested 
several individuals who allegedly provided information to the 
CIA in advance of the raid. One of those charged with treason 
was a Pakistani doctor, Shakil Afridi. This Sunday, Mr. 
Panetta confirmed to "60 Minutes" that Dr. Afridi had 
provided "very helpful" intelligence to the CIA. That may 
have condemned Dr. Afridi to death or life imprisonment. 

Such disclosures are catastrophic to U.S. intelligence 
networks, which often take years to develop. Recklessness not 
only puts lives at risk but could set U.S. intelligence-collection 
efforts back decades. Our ability to carry out future operations 
is significantly degraded—something not lost on Pakistan. 

A week after the bin Laden raid, then-Secretary of 
Defense Robert Gates expressed dismay about Washington's 
loose lips, telling a town hall meeting of U.S. Marines at 

Camp Lejeune: "Frankly, a week ago Sunday, in the Situation 
Room, we all agreed that we would not release any operational 
details from the effort to take out bin Laden. That all fell apart 
on Monday—the next day." 

Do the president and his top political advisers understand 
what's at stake for the special-operations forces who carry out 
these dangerous operations, or the long-term strategic 
consequences of divulging information about our most highly 
classified military assets and intelligence capabilities? It is 
infuriating to see political gain put above the safety and 
security of our brave warriors and our long-term strategic 
goals. Loose lips sink ships. 

Mr. Babin is a former Navy SEAL officer who served 
three tours in Iraq, earning a Silver Star, two Bronze Stars 
and a Purple Heart. He left active duty six months ago. 
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46. Guns, Now Butter 
The Pentagon owes Americans real budget cuts 
(PITTSBURGH POST-GAZETTE 31 JAN 12) ... Editorial 

President Barack Obama and every other American who 
believes that the Department of Defense has become oversized 
in the past 11 years of unremitting warfare must pay close 
attention as the Pentagon puts forward what are allegedly 
proposed budget cuts. 

The first thing to watch is the timeline. The next five 
years should include the end of the Afghanistan war, which 
Mr. Obama has promised to terminate in 2014 by the 
withdrawal of U.S. troops. Nonetheless, the Pentagon's 
proposed budget this year is $531 billion, with a request for 
$567 billion in 2017. 

Also worth watching is what is included in the proposal. 
Even though the designated primary mission of the Defense 
Department is maintaining a military in defense of the nation, 
it normally does not include war spending in its budget. In 
2012 that will amount to $115 billion, which pushed this 
year's total Pentagon budget to $646 billion, not the 
announced $531 billion. 

Those are the real numbers, not the $259 billion in cuts 
the department has proposed, or the $487 billion in reductions 
over 10 years that Mr. Obama has talked about. There is also 
the matter of the additional $500 billion in cuts that must take 
place, starting in 2013, if Congress is not able to reach a 
bipartisan budget agreement to reduce the deficit and the still-
spiralling national debt. 

The Defense Department also appears to be trying out an 
age-old bureaucratic trick -- promote the cuts that are least 
likely to be accepted by Congress and maybe even by the 
public. In that regard, the Pentagon has proposed reducing the 
size of the Army and the Marines, both of which have 
powerful lobbying machines. It is once again talking about 
base closings, a measure that always prompts impassioned 
pleas in the states affected. Another proposal is to make 
military retirees pay higher health premiums, which will 
prompt sympathy on behalf of the numerous beneficiaries. 

The other fast move being attempted by the Pentagon is 
promising to stretch out, rather than cancel, the purchase of 
new ships and planes. The problem with that was amply 
demonstrated by the F-35 jet fighter project, which became 
one of the most costly undertaken by the Pentagon. Those 
enterprises always seem to take longer than expected and cost 
more than estimated. So, proposed cuts in areas like that must 
be regarded with skepticism. 

The long and short of it is that America expects and 
deserves a peace dividend -- concrete budget savings -- with 
the end of the Iraq and Afghanistan wars. Any efforts by the 
Pentagon to keep spending at wartime levels -- and worse, to 
crank up a new war, as with Iran -- must be stifled by the 
president and the voters. 
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47. Bipartisan Strategy Takes Shape To Close Overseas U.S. Bases 
(DEFENSE NEWS 29 JAN 12) ... Raymond DuBois and David Vine 

At a time when bipartisanship on Capitol Hill has 
essentially disappeared, an intriguing example of cross-party 
consensus has emerged in a relatively obscure area of foreign 
policy: closing overseas military bases. 

Since debt debates heated up last summer and with the 
Pentagon soon to release the details of budget reductions, a 
growing group of prominent politicians across a broad 
political spectrum has called for reducing U.S. military 
installations and forces overseas to produce significant 
savings. The unusual coalition includes Republican Sen. Kay 
Bailey Hutchison and Democratic Sen. Jon Tester, Republican 

presidential candidate Rep. Ron Paul and outgoing House 
Democrat Barney Frank. 

While last week the Pentagon announced it will request 
another Base Realignment and Closure (BRAC) round, a large 
network of bases abroad remains. According to the Pentagon, 
the U.S. maintains nearly 700 military base sites outside the 
50 states and Washington (and this number does not include 
our 400 bases in Afghanistan). Many are relics of the Cold 
War, with some in place for nearly seven decades. Today, the 
U.S. has almost 200 base sites in Germany, 108 in Japan and 
82 in South Korea. 
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The supporters of the status quo will say that countries 
like Japan, South Korea and some NATO allies will often 
cover some of our bases’ expenses. While this is true, there are 
the additional costs of providing housing and transportation 
for U.S. troops and their families overseas, of providing 
schools for children, of shipping cars to service members 
abroad, of providing base security and of paying unofficial 
forms of “rent” to foreign governments. 

While onetime closing costs must be accounted for, we 
need to consider the positive economic effects on U.S. host 
communities: Do we want U.S. troops paying rent to German 
landlords and spending their money at German bars and 
restaurants, or do we want significant portions of their 
taxpayer-funded paychecks going back into local economies 
around Fort Bragg, N.C., and Camp Pendleton, Calif.? 

Conservative Sen. Tom Coburn and the liberal Center for 
American Progress agree that cutting deployments in Europe 
and Asia by a third would save $70 billion by 2021. The 
Institute for Policy Studies puts the savings from overseas 
base closures as high as $184 billion over 10 years. 

And we could achieve these savings at a time when 
technological advances and prepositioned equipment allow us 
to deploy troops almost anywhere nearly as quickly and more 
reliably from Fort Bragg as from Ramstein Air Base in 
Germany, as a Bush administration study found. 

But the costs extend beyond the economic. In some cases, 
our bases have increased bilateral tensions, weakened 
alliances and increased domestic political difficulties for our 
allies. Perhaps most damaging, our bases sometimes engender 
anti-Americanism, the most prominent case being decades of 
protests in Okinawa and the need to close the Futenma air 
base. 

For too long, people have assumed that more bases abroad 
meant more national security. We must question this 
assumption. There are far more effective and economical ways 
than covering the globe with permanent bases to maintain 

strong, constructive ties with other nations, to forge 
relationships with future foreign military (and diplomatic) 
leaders, and to protect our citizens. Continual global rotational 
training deployments and military school exchanges will be 
key to accomplishing that end. 

Last week the Pentagon rightly acknowledged, “we 
cannot afford to sustain infrastructure that is excess to our 
needs in this budget environment.” Another BRAC for 
domestic bases is a much-needed step to reduce such excess 
capacity, but we must first look overseas. Indeed, engaging in 
a review focused on closing unnecessary bases abroad (as the 
2012 Defense Authorization Act requires) offers an 
opportunity to make the nation more secure fiscally, militarily 
and diplomatically. 

We should begin in some obvious places: Closing 
Futenma and re-evaluating the entire Marine presence on 
Okinawa; scaling back the multibillion-dollar base buildup on 
Guam; returning another Army brigade from Europe and 
closing additional Cold War-era facilities in Western Europe; 
halting the construction of permanent and “enduring” 
infrastructure projects in Afghanistan given the planned 2014 
withdrawal; and rethinking the scope and size of bases in 
Honduras and elsewhere in Latin America. 

With the details of Pentagon cuts to be released in 
February, and with a broad spectrum of voices calling 
attention to the costs of overseas bases, there exists an all-too-
rare opportunity to build an unusually bipartisan cost-cutting 
coalition. This is an ideal moment to re-evaluate our global 
posture, to begin closing unnecessary and wasteful bases, and 
to strengthen our national security in the process. 

Raymond DuBois is a senior adviser at the Center for 
Strategic and International Studies in Washington. He served 
as deputy undersecretary of Defense for installations and 
environment from 2001 to 2005. David Vine is an assistant 
professor of anthropology at American University. 
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The Naval Century and Global American Sea Power 

by UIltimaRatioReg from U.S. Naval Institute Blog, 
January 27 

Thursday morning, Under Secretary of the Navy (and 
more importantly, former Marine artilleryman) Robert O. 
Work skilfully executed his own “pivot.” Secretary Work had 
intended to deliver remarks regarding the program choices 
associated with the recently-released Defense budget. Well, 
you go to the podium with the speech you have, not the one 
you wish you had. It seems SECNAV was not going to 
publicly comment until later in the day, so Secretary Work 
chose not to publicly do so ahead of that, and instead delivered 
an enthusiastic and decidedly upbeat address on the challenges 
and opportunities facing the Navy-Marine Corps Team in the 
coming century. 

Secretary Work referenced former CJCS Admiral 
Mullen’s talk of the previous day, and lived up to his well-
deserved reputation for his grasp of history and its relevance 

to future events. Diverging from Admiral Mullen’s views of 
the uniqueness of the path ahead, Secretary Work outlined the 
challenges faced by President Eisenhower in 1953, an ongoing 
war far larger than the current and recent conflicts combined, 
an existential threat from a peer enemy about to detonate a 
thermonuclear device of their own, faltering allies asking for 
assistance in remote regions of the globe, and an electorate 
very tired of war. Indeed his example speaks to the tendency 
to consider present challenges as groundbreaking and 
unprecedented, when in point of fact, they are usually not 
nearly quite so. 

Secretary Work proceeded to provide a Huntington-esque 
perspective on the history of America’s military eras, as 
defined by salient policy events. That perspective is worth 
summarizing here. 

The Continental Era 
July 4th 1776 to December 1, 1890 
America’s Army was dominant, with an intermittent and 

largely coastal (with notable exceptions) Navy and small 
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Marine Corps, no overseas bases, and a focus on western 
expansion across the North American continent. The era ended 
with the tragic events at Wounded Knee, which was the last of 
the frontier fights. During the Continental Era, for every 
month the United States was at war, she spends approximately 
six months at peace. 

The Trans-Oceanic Era 
December 1, 1890 to March 12, 1947 
America becomes a two-ocean Mahanian maritime nation 

once and for all, and after massive military commitment to 
winning two world wars, is a world power with overseas 
bases, with far-flung interests, and security commitments to 
allies and former adversaries (whom we have to build up from 
virtual ruin) on almost every continent. The era ends with the 
announcement of the Truman Doctrine, and the beginning of 
the Cold War. For every month of war during the Trans-
Oceanic Era, there are 5.2 months of peace. 

The Cold War 
March 12, 1947 to May 12, 1989 
Containment of the Soviet Union, a peer adversary, which 

dominates Eastern Europe and makes serious inroads in Asia, 
southern Europe, and Latin America. Large wars in Korea and 
Vietnam, the respective growth and contraction of the U.S. 
Military in the aftermath of those wars, and lots of little wars 
by proxy, and an existential threat of Soviet first strike. The 
Cold War is declared over on May 12, 1989, by President 
George H W Bush. Indeed, in 1990-91, forces from Europe 
are sent to Saudi Arabia for the Gulf War, more than a year 
before the final collapse of the Soviet Union. In this 
increasingly active era, aside from a Cold War for the entirety, 
for each month of hot war, the United States is only at peace 
for 2.67 months. 

The Global Era 
May 12, 1989 to December 31, 2011 
Two wars in Iraq, 9/11, the war in Afghanistan, protracted 

and expensive efforts at nation-building are the events of the 
most active time for America’s military in her entire history. 
For every month at war during this Global Era, America will 
have just 1.08 months of peace. The Global Era ends, 
according to Secretary Work, with the end of the war in Iraq 

The beginning of 2012 is the beginning of the “Naval 
Century.” 

This era, says Secretary Work, will be one of global 
American sea power, focused on the western Pacific, always a 
maritime region, and the Middle East, which is becoming 
increasingly so. 

Secretary Work asserts that this nation’s military, its 
people and equipment, are tired out. They need to be 
refreshed, revitalized, and allowed to recover from the strain 
of two protracted wars. And the military needs to shrink. 
Especially in manpower, the single highest cost category. 

I reproduce Secretary Work’s perspective in near entirety 
because I believe it is cogent and well-thought, from someone 
whose grasp of history is superb, and because it is worthwhile. 
It also allows us to put current conditions in context. Some of 
his points are excellent, and provide an insight into how Mr. 
Work thinks of what he calls the Total Force Battle Network 
and its shape in the coming decades. 

This Total Force Battle Network will be characterized by 
a Navy-Marine Corps team capable of forcible entry and 
power projection globally, and an ability to keep vital SLOCs 

open to freedom of navigation. This Naval force will be 
characterized by thoroughly networked platforms and 
weapons, unmanned systems in all three dimensions, with 
technology-enabled combat power second to none. An 
increased emphasis on SOF throughout the services, Navy and 
Marine Corps included, and a more capable maritime domain 
awareness using unmanned and manned platforms to cover 
vital areas nationally and globally. Forward presence in vital 
regions will be credibly maintained. This force will be 
maintained and sustained by personnel strengths equal to the 
task, a break from the “optimal manning” experiment that 
went “too far.” 

This will also be a force that is used less frequently than 
were forces in the Global Era, allowing for time to train and 
maintain, and to test and experiment with new technologies 
and new methods of employment. And, passionately, Mr. 
Work reminded us that the people who make up our Naval 
forces, Sailors and Marines, will remain the single greatest 
asset the Total Force Battle Network can employ. They will 
remain the professional, motivated, educated young warriors 
that are exemplified by CDR Ernest Evans, who told his crew 
of Johnston (DD- 557) “This is a fighting ship, and I intend to 
take her into harm’s way!.” And at Samar, when eight 
Japanese capital ships appeared on the horizon, turned his 
destroyer toward the vastly superior force and interject his 
little ship in between the Japanese and the escort carriers of his 
task force. The decision cost him his ship and his life, but 
helped save the Task Force and possibly the Leyte landings 
further south. It also earned CDR Evans a posthumous Medal 
of Honor. Our people and our Navy and Marine Corps will do 
the things that are required to be the best in the world, 
because, as in the past, they will be “great by choice.” 

Secretary Work’s words should be inspirational to any 
Sailor or Marine who takes pride in his service. The Navy 
Undersecretary is definitely on our side. He is a man who says 
what he means and means what he says. The coming cuts, the 
$480 billion in the next ten years, are challenging but 
workable. They represent a drawdown of some 24% of the 
U.S. Military, which Mr. Work points out is rather less than 
that of other post-war draw-downs, including the years of the 
“Peace Dividend” following the Cold War and Desert Storm. 
His was definitely a tone of confidence in the future of our 
Naval forces. 

I hope he is correct. I hope we have a strategy 
commensurate with our capabilities, and our reach doesn’t 
exceed our grasp. And that our focus on SOF and unmanned 
systems will not require the “Plan B” of conventional forces in 
great numbers, because they simply will not be there. 
Whatever the numbers of ships, systems, and personnel we 
settle on, that cannot be the starting point for the ill-conceived 
concept of further pinching of pennies by chasing temporary 
savings (“Optimal Manning,” deferring maintenance, retiring 
warships at half their service lives) that result in driving up 
long-term costs and reducing effectiveness. 

And I hope he is right about sequestration. Because, as 
upbeat and slightly sanguine as Secretary Work’s words were, 
even he admits that the cuts that would come in that event will 
devastate our nation’s defenses and make any meaningful 
National Military Strategy impossible. 
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Top SEAL: Amid Hollywood Hoopla, Quiet Preferred 
by Gidget Fuentes from The Scoop Deck (Navy Times), 
January 27 

The Navy’s “silent” warriors won’t exactly be off radar 
when “Act of Valor” hits the theaters in February. The movie, 
produced by the Bandito Brothers, is notable for the use of 
some real Navy SEALs, rather than more actors, to portray the 
commandos. 

Since the successful killing of Osama bin Laden last year, 
and even the 2009 rescue of an American boat captain held 
hostage by Somali pirates, the oft-secretive naval special 
warfare community has been in the spotlight more than usual. 
The occasional best-selling book and, unfortunately, tragic 
losses of SEALs fallen in combat capture the public’s focus. 
This week’s news that SEALs – presumably Naval Special 
Warfare Development Group, aka SEAL Team 6 – parachuted 
into Somalia and rescued an American female aid worker and 
a Danish man kidnapped by Somali pirates further adds to the 
attention. 

“It’s pretty hot in the kitchen right now,” Rear Adm. Sean 
Pybus, a top SEAL officer, told a San Diego defense industry 
conference Jan. 24, hours after the successful mission was a 
wrap. “The SEAL brand is red hot.” 

Part of that is by design. To pull off “Act of Valor,” the 
directors sent teams to embed with real SEALs and special 
warfare combatant craft crewmen with the intent of helping 
them portray naval special warfare more realistically. That 
relationship, five years in the making, required approval from 
the top – which it got. Several real SEALs, who typically 
shield their identities when they are operational, will be 
portrayed on the big screen as well as in promotion literature, 
trailers and press kits, perhaps. But their names won’t be on 
the credits. You can catch the trailer here, and the official 
website here. 

Much like what the Navy saw when “Top Gun” was 
released in 1986, top officials expect the movie will help with 
recruitment. But all that attention can be discomfiting to those 
who consider themselves “quiet professionals.” 

“Operations security matters to us,” said Pybus, before 
showing the movie trailer to the morning audience. 
“Inaccurate or incomplete pictures…concern me,” he 
continued. “We as a community are not used to operating 
under such a spotlight. We’ll figure this out.” 

SEALs and SWCCs, and others within the community, he 
noted, are proud of their work outside the public spotlight. 
“We’ll work for positive outcomes, find better ways to protect 
sensitive information and our force and our families,” he said, 
“and we’ll adapt.” 

If there are fewer movies or books about SEALs, what 
they do and who they are, that might suit Pybus just fine. “I 
would like to think that your reputation as a naval special 
warfare operator or enabler would be sufficient when you 
transition to civilian life,” he said, responding to an audience 
question. “You’d be quietly proud of that.” 

 
The War Without a Loser by John B. Hattendorf from 

Bookshelf (Wall Street Journal), January 28 
Mr. Hattendorf is the Ernest J. King Professor of 

maritime history at the U.S. Naval War College in Newport, 
R.I. Here, he reviews the following to books: How Britain Won 

the War of 1812 by Brian Arthur and 1812: The Navy's War, 
By George C. Daugha. 

The War of 1812 used to be called the forgotten war. The 
bicentenary of the three-year conflict between the United 
States and Britain, now upon us, has finally begun to inspire 
historians to shed more light on it. For even after 200 years it 
is not agreed who won—or, rather, there are still significant 
differences in national viewpoints. 

Among the participants, the Canadians have typically 
seen the war as their heroic stand against American 
aggression, during which they turned back repeated invasion 
attempts by President James Madison's army and American 
militiamen. The British, when they have not overlooked the 
conflict entirely because of their preoccupation with the 
concurrent Napoleonic wars, have seen the war as a British 
victory that prevented America from incorporating Canada. 
American historians have often looked back on the war as a 
glorious naval event, highlighted by a series of frigate 
victories under the leadership of heroic captains such as 
Joshua Barney, Isaac Hull, John Rodgers and Thomas Truxton 
and by the two fleet victories in miniature on the Great Lakes 
led by Thomas Macdonough and Oliver Hazard Perry. Indeed, 
the War of 1812 was long regarded by Americans as a 
victorious second war of independence from Britain. 

A stream of recent books on the war shows that each of 
these viewpoints contains some truth, but the books also 
suggest that the re-evaluation of "the forgotten war" is just 
beginning. A sampling of new research and interpretation 
shows some clear development and progress toward a broader 
and deeper understanding of the war and its place in history, 
but it will be years before historians establish an accepted 
interpretation of the war as a whole. 

President Madison's war message to Congress in June 
1812 accused Britain of a series of hostile acts against the 
United States: illegally searching American ships, impressing 
American seamen into British service, harassing American 
commerce, cutting off legitimate markets from American trade 
and even inciting Native Americans to attack settlers in the 
west. 

Important battles would be fought on land along the 
border between America and Canada, on the shores of the 
Great Lakes, and around Chesapeake Bay, where British 
forces eventually captured Washington, D.C., and burned the 
White House itself. But the war at sea was crucial, for the 
effects of the British blockade of the American coast were 
swift and severe. Brian Arthur's "How Britain Won the War of 
1812" examines Britain's strategy as a form of economic 
warfare against the United States. After a detailed analysis of 
economic policies and practice, the British historian concludes 
that the strategy was so effective that it created a major budget 
deficit in the U.S. and forced the American government to 
become dependent on public credit, an increasingly unreliable 
source as the economy shrank. 

The blockade interfered with American foreign trade and 
thus customs revenue, then the principal source of tax income. 
Agricultural exports were curtailed to such a degree that newly 
introduced taxes could only be paid with difficulty from 
diminished earnings. The inability to operate cheap coastal 
shipping drove up the price of overland transport so that 
farmers had to sell in local markets at prices depressed by glut 
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or sell to distant urban customers at such high prices that 
demand fell. 

In this situation, the absence of a national bank and the 
proliferation of local banks with poor control over printing 
paper money reduced the acceptability of notes and 
contributed to inflation. While the blockade created a 
temporary expansion of domestic manufacturing, this was 
short-lived. The experience of the war showed that the United 
States had bankrupted itself by its failure to create a wider tax 
base before the war. The country needed a permanent national 
bank, and the Second Bank of the United States quickly 
followed in 1816. 

Mr. Arthur's work elaborates on one aspect of Jon 
Latimer's broader study of the British perspective on the war, 
"1812: War With America" (2007). Taking a much wider view 
of British strategy and operations, Mr. Latimer described the 
British war effort as a distraction from the larger effort in 
defeating Napoleon but showed how Britain was able to meet 
the additional demands that the war in North America created. 
There was an initial breathing period for the Americans while 
the British government concentrated on the campaigns in the 
Peninsular War, but this reprieve lasted only a year. During 
this period, most of the dramatic American frigate victories 
occurred. 

Mr. Latimer suggested that the War of 1812 was no 
second war of American independence but rather a failed war 
of conquest. Britain invaded the United States and occupied 
and controlled the coast of northern Maine, parts of upstate 
New York, and a vast stretch west of Lake Michigan, as well 
as launching an amphibious attack from Chesapeake Bay. At 
the same time, Canada remained intact, after British troops 
repelled several American troop thrusts along the border of 
present-day Ontario. The United States obtained no redress for 
any of the objectives for which Madison's administration had 
gone to war. 

The bright spots for the Americans were few: the frigate 
victories, the prevention of a major British land invasion by 
maintaining control on Lake Erie and Lake Champlain, and 
the defense of Baltimore from a major amphibious assault. 
That action is still remembered today in the national anthem: 
"And the rockets' red glare, the bombs bursting in air, gave 
proof through the night that our flag was still there." 
Additionally, there was the American victory over the British 
forces at New Orleans in 1815, which had no effect on the 
outcome of the war because the peace had already been 
signed. 

Among American historians, an increasing knowledge of 
British scholarship on the war has led to more nuanced 
accounts. In comparison with works by earlier American 
authors, such as Theodore Roosevelt and Alfred Thayer 
Mahan, Stephen Budiansky's recent "Perilous Fight: America's 
Intrepid War With Britain on the High Seas, 1812-1815" 
(2011) shows a deeper sense of the limitations of American 
power in facing British superiority. Kevin D. McCranie's 
"Utmost Gallantry: The U.S. and Royal Navies at Sea in the 
War of 1812" (2011) draws extensively on British archival 
sources to correct factual errors and nationalistic perspectives 
that mar previous accounts of individual sea engagements. 

One of Mr. Budiansky's conclusions is that "if there was 
one unambiguous victor of the war, it was the United States 
Navy. American hostility to a standing navy vanished with 

scarcely a trace, and never again would there be any doubt that 
a permanent navy was the backbone of American security." 
George Daughan's new "1812: The Navy's War" expands on 
this theme: He reveals that Madison's administration was 
completely unprepared to fight and had no effective strategy 
of how it could win a war against the world's foremost naval 
power. 

But the book is much more than the title suggests. Mr. 
Daughan shows how the war at sea fitted into the American 
war effort and how the Navy—and the country—came out of 
the war better for the experience. The virtues of the war for 
America, Mr. Daughan suggests, were actually more civic 
than strategic. Madison assiduously conducted the war within 
the confines of the Constitution, guided by the strict 
republican principles that he championed. He immeasurably 
strengthened American democracy by avoiding any increase in 
presidential power and resisting the temptation to crush his 
opponents through the use of sedition laws. The president's 
policy of depending on militia forces raised locally would 
lead, in the postwar period, to a relaxation of property 
qualifications for voters, thus expanding the electorate. 

Although the U.S. Navy could not match the British, it 
emerged from the war having won widespread respect for 
what it did achieve. Mr. Daughan argues that America's naval 
victories led to a changed British attitude toward the United 
States after 1815. In the wake of the war, he writes, "the new 
unity and strength of the republic freed her for a century from 
European entanglements and allowed her people to prosper in 
spite of the vicissitudes that would continue to challenge her." 

Mr. Daughan suggests that the War of 1812 was indeed a 
second war of independence, completing what had been 
started in 1775, strengthening the nation's democratic 
principles, and establishing a new and positive relationship in 
which Britain recognized America's place in the world. 
Perhaps we can conclude that it really was a war in which all 
sides gained something significant. 

 
USS Abraham Lincoln: One Sailor’s Day by Dagan 

Alexander from Navy Live, January 27, 2012 
The life of an operationally deployed Sailor is typically 

built on the back of 12 -to-16 hour workdays that are filled 
with watches and various professional duties. Indeed there are 
challenges that need to be met at-sea, however, there is a place 
in each Sailor’s day for some well-deserved downtime. In this 
blog we look at a day in the life of USS Abraham Lincoln 
(CVN 72) Sailor Dagan Alexander, from St. Augustine, Fla. 
Dagan works in the ship’s Navigation department as a 
helmsman which makes him part of a team responsible for 
“driving” Lincoln across the seven seas. This group of images 
represent a sample of a “normal” day at sea for Dagan aboard 
the aircraft carrier Lincoln … or, at least as normal as can be. 

“Being up here on the O-10, you get the best view. You 
get to see out as far as your eye lets you. You get a good 
breeze, constant sunlight; it’s the best place to be to just 
unwind.” 

“I joined the Navy to help take care of my family. I enjoy 
what I do, and I have learned a lot while I have been here.” 

“The ship couldn’t do what it does without the Navigation 
department. It feels great to know that I play a crucial role in 
the ship’s overall mission. I love navigation, being able to plot 
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on a chart or on a map. It is a great thing to learn and 
remember forever.” 

“Exercising is a great way to stay healthy and to pass the 
time. It helps clear my mind. I like to take care of my body, 
mind and soul.” 

“Reading is a great way for me to pass the time. Other 
than working out, it’s really relaxing for me. It’s a great way 
for me to escape the ship or any stressful situation. I can just 
bury myself into a book.” 

“Watching the sunset is my favorite part of being on the 
ship. No matter where I am, I can watch the sunset and be 
reminded of home. Every day there is a new sunset. It’s just a 
great way to end the day.” 

View Gallery (7 Photos) 
 
Futuristic Navy Railgun With 220-Mile Range Closer 

To Reality by Daniel Terdiman from Geek Gestalt 
(CNET), January 30 

Imagine a Naval gun so powerful it can shoot a 5-inch 
projectile up to 220 miles, yet requires no explosives to fire. 

That's the Navy's futuristic electromagnetic railgun, a 
project that could be deployed on the service's ships by 2025, 
and which is now a little bit closer to reality with the signing 
of a deal with Raytheon for the development of what's known 
as the pulse-forming network. 

Rather than using explosives to fire projectiles as do 
conventional naval weapons, the railgun depends on an 
electromagnetic system that uses the ship's onboard electrical 
power grid to fire the gun. The pulse-forming network is a 
system that stores up electrical power and then converts it to a 
pulse that is directed into the gun's barrel, explained John 
Cochran, the railgun program manager in Raytheon's 
Advanced Technology Group. 

Essentially, Cochran continued, the process is akin to that 
of a car's starter, and how turning the ignition sends a jolt of 
electricity into the solonoid, which then creates a magnetic 
field in the solonoid/starter system. With the railgun, he said, 
current is sent into the barrel, forming a magnetic field, and 
that, in combination with the current, exerts force on a 
projectile, firing it out of the barrel. At Mach 0.75. 

While Raytheon has scored the $10 million project to 
develop the pulse-forming network, it isn't the only contractor 
working on such a system. According to Roger Ellis, the 
program manager for the Railgun program at the Office of 
Naval Research, the Navy has awarded similar contracts to 
BAE Systems and General Atomics in a risk-reduction 
strategy that counts on having multiple contractors attacking a 
problem in order to arrive at the best possible technology. 

Safety 
One of the main reasons behind the Navy's railgun 

program is that being able to power the gun 
electromagnetically is seen as much safer than having to use 
conventional explosives. 

At the same time, because the power for the railgun will 
come from ships' standard battery banks, the Navy shouldn't 
have to maintain large amounts of space on board for storage 
of the explosives traditionally used to fire big guns. Still, that's 
an issue that hasn't entirely been solved yet, Cochran said. 
"The main challenge is to get large amounts of energy being 
stored into smaller and smaller packages," Cochran said, "such 

that they can be used in a modular and versatile way for 
multiple platforms." 

At the same time, Raytheon and its competitors have to 
convince the Navy that they've solved all the potential safety 
problems that can come from having high voltage and high 
current in close proximity. 

Multimission Capability 
The Navy began pursuing the railgun in 2005, and for 

now, there are only lab prototypes of the weapon. But already 
the Navy has set a world record (see video below) for muzzle 
energy used in a weapon--33 megajoules. According to 
Defense Market, a shot of that magnitude could potentially 
reach "extended ranges with Mach 5 velocity." 

However, Ellis said, the Navy has awarded contracts to 
BAE and General Atomics to build prototypes that "are more 
tactical in nature." 

And when the railgun is finally deployed, it is likely to be 
used--or at least be ready for action--in several different kinds 
of missions. First, Ellis explained, it could be used from a ship 
to fire inland in support of marines as they come ashore. 

At the same time, because the weapon's range is so long, 
it could allow a Naval ship that features the railgun to defend 
itself from sea-borne threats long before it can itself be 
attacked, or from missiles fired from land or sea. 

Now it's on to the next phase of the project. According to 
Ellis, that phase includes demonstrating that it's possible to 
fire a railgun at a rate of 10 rounds per minute, as well as 
doing new kinds of thermal and cooling tests. Ellis also said 
that while the Office of Naval Research has said that the 
railgun could be ready by 2025, that timing is when the work 
on the science and technology side of things could be done. 
Actual deployment could take longer owing to financial and 
political considerations. 

View Clip (RT: 0:10) 
 
A Quick and Cheap Power Projection Alternative for 

Japan by Kyle Mizokami from Japan Security Watch 
(New Pacific Institute), January 26 

Over at the USNI Blog, Galrahn posted a link to a 
marketing article by the shipping company Maersk Line. 
Galrahn calls it “A Potential Plan B for Seabasing.” The 
article discusses converting Maersk commercial container 
ships into Afloat Forward Staging Bases, complete with 
everything from a 14 V-22 Osprey-capable flight deck to the 
ability to load LCACs at sea. Watch the video, it’s really 
interesting. 

This may be a “Plan B” for the U.S. Navy, but it’s also a 
compelling “Plan A” for other countries, in this case the 
Japanese Maritime Self Defense Forces. A converted shipping 
vessel would plug a lot of holes in Japan’s limited power-
projection capability. The ships would still have a 
fundamentally defensive function, and would accommodate 
the following roles: 

 Support of amphibious operations. Japan has a 
need for dedicated amphibious ships, particularly in 
the Senkaku Islands. A ship like this could provide 
command and control and act as mother ship to a 
number of smaller ships, particularly Joint High 
Speed Vehicle-type ships. Another vessel would have 
to carry LCACs into theater, but that’s where the 
Osumi-class LSTs come in. 
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 Disaster relief. A 1,140 foot ship with a 140 foot 
beam could pack a lot of disaster relief supplies. 
Build in extra water desalination, electricity 
generation, and an extensive medical suite on par 
with the Wasp-class amphibious ships and you’d 
have a capable platform for responding to natural 
disasters of the 3/11 variety. 

 Sea control. Due to their size, most of the islands in 
the Senkaku chain are incapable of basing warplanes, 
meaning that air power has to be projected from 
Okinawa and the mainland. This could be a 
compelling and affordable first step for Japan in the 
direction of fixed-wing naval aviation. Modifying the 
Hyuga-class helicopter destroyers for fixed-wing is 
not a good solution: American big-deck amphibious 
ships such as Wasp and Makin Island can only 
accommodate 13-15 F-35Bs in a sea control mission. 
Hyuga and her sister ship Ise are only half as large in 
displacement, with a flight deck 50 meters shorter 
than the Wasp-class, which doesn’t bode as well for 
F-35 accommodations. Afloat Forward Staging Base 
has lots of flight deck. 

Such a ship would be very useful in defending Japan’s 
far-flung archipelago, carrying a small F-35 complement, 
ground troops, transport helicopters, medical services, 
command and control–the whole package, or some mix of it. 
Offload the helicopters to Hyuga to increase deck space for F-
35s. Even better, have more than one AFSB. 

There are downsides. Having the bridge 2/3 of the way 
down the flight deck is not ideal for aircraft, especially fixed-
wing. A converted shipping vessel is not built to take damage 
the way purpose-built naval vessels are. The ship would need 
to be strongly defended. But you can’t have everything. 

Can’t buy a big amphibious vessel outright? The Diet 
can’t decide to fund a disaster relief ship? Don’t have $8-13 
billion dollars to fund a supercarrier? AFSB can sort of do all 
of these things, for less money! It’s not a perfect solution to 
everything, but it’s a far more affordable one. 

 
The Importance of Immunizing Your Child by Lt. 

Megan Donahue and Lt. Robert Lennon from Navy 
Medicine Live, January 26 

2nd Lt. Megan Donahue serves at Uniformed Services 
University of the Health Sciences. Lt. Robert Lennon is a 
family medicine physician at Naval Hospital Jacksonville, Fla. 

Why is it important for a child to receive all of his or her 
recommended vaccinations? Vaccines help prevent diseases 
that cause health problems and death by providing the 
vaccinated individual with immunity to the organisms that 
cause the diseases. It can take the body up to a couple of 
weeks to develop immunity to an infection. 

If an unvaccinated individual becomes exposed to the 
organism, he or she may be sick the entire time while waiting 
for the body to develop defenses against the disease. A 
previously vaccinated individual already has those defenses in 
place and may not get sick if he or she is exposed to the 
disease. Vaccines also prevent vaccinated children from 
passing the disease on to other children and adults. For 
example, the MMR vaccine protects against measles, mumps, 
and rubella — diseases that can cause severe illness, infection 
of the brain, sterility and damage to an unborn child. The HPV 

vaccine protects against viruses that can cause genital warts 
and cervical cancer. 

When should a child not receive a vaccination? Some 
children with compromised immune systems might need to 
wait to receive a vaccination. Children with allergic reactions 
to a vaccine or to vaccine components should not receive 
further doses of that vaccine. 

Vaccines are generally safe. A child may have mild 
soreness at the vaccination site, mild soreness and a mild 
fever. Serious side effects are rare and side effects are 
monitored to ensure vaccine safety. 

 
Faces of the Fleet from Navy Live, January 27, 2012 

“Faces of the Fleet” takes a look at YOUR Navy operating 
forward. These images represent the greatest Sailors in the 
greatest Navy in the world leading from the deck plates, and 
completing missions around the globe. This is your fleet and 
these are your Sailors! Hooyah, Navy!! 

Aviation Boatswain's Mate (Handling) Airman Quinn 
Miller, assigned to Air Department's V-1 Division, speaks to 
Sailors on the flight deck aboard Nimitz-class aircraft carrier 
USS Carl Vinson (CVN 70). 

Adm. Cecil Haney, commander of U.S. Pacific Fleet, 
speaks with Capt. Pete Hildreth, commanding officer of the 
submarine tender USS Frank Cable (AS 40) and David Every 
of the Military Sealift Command, the ship's chief engineer, 
during a visit to meet with the crew. 

A Sailor aboard the Arleigh Burke-class guided-missile 
destroyer USS James E. Williams (DDG 95) uses a signal 
lamp as a warning to other vessels during a visit, board, search 
and seizure exercise. 

Secretary of the Navy (SECNAV) the Honorable Ray 
Mabus poses with Sailors and Marines at Buckley Air Force 
Base. 

Electronics Technician 3rd Class Michael Schranck takes 
a resistance reading on a circuit card for a flight deck cranial 
aboard the Nimitz-class aircraft carrier USS Abraham Lincoln 
(CVN 72). 

Quartermaster 2nd Class Cedrick Collins makes a log 
entry aboard the guided-missile destroyer USS Russell (DDG 
59). 

Aviation Ordnanceman 2nd Class Timothy A. Flowers 
inspects the wing criteria on an AIM-9X Sidewinder missile 
aboard the Nimitz-class aircraft carrier USS Abraham Lincoln 
(CVN 72). 

View Gallery (7 Photos) 
 
A Public Apology For Barfing On The COD by Josh 

Stewart from The Scoop Deck (Navy Times), January 30 
Dear VRC-40 “The Rawhides,” 
I’m just writing to apologize for getting airsick in your C-

2A Greyhound. It was certainly unintentional. You handled 
the plane with steady hands as we flew from Naval Air Station 
Mayport, Fla., to the carrier Enterprise last week. We even had 
weather on our side, allowing for a particularly calm flight. 

If only my stomach was able to manage my breakfast as 
well as you flew the COD. 

Usually I handle flights pretty well, but the combination 
of the smell of aviation fuel, the lack of windows, the heat and 
the sheer grittiness of the Navy’s draft horse airplane was 
more than I could manage. I didn’t even make it halfway 
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through our quick flight. By the time we were headed into our 
approach, I wasn’t as excited about going from 100 to zero 
mph in less than two seconds as much as I was excited about 
just getting out of that torture chamber. 

This C-2A Greyhound lands on the carrier Enterprise with 
a reporter who is very sorry he got airsick. // Navy 

Please don’t think anything less of me for this; better-
known reporters have handled it just as poorly (one former 
SWO who took a COD with a certain cable news star told me 
“Wolf ralphed” during a flight to the carrier Dwight D. 
Eisenhower). And please don’t forget that I cleaned up after 
myself. I just wish I had had an airsick bag 

While I’m feeling contrite, I should also apologize to the 
cooks who made breakfast before our flight back at Mayport 
… that was your banana muffin with green apple syrup that 
ended up in the seat next to me. This was not a commentary 

on your culinary skills; it was certainly delicious on the way 
down. 

And to everyone else on the carrier who heard about my 
illness, from the chief medical officer who gave me a motion 
sickness patch (if you’re curious, they certainly work and I’m 
available for paid endorsements) to the three people who 
provided me with stacks of airsick bags for my return flight (I 
thankfully didn’t need to use them for their intended purposes, 
but I’ll hold onto them to carry lunches through the year), I 
appreciate all of your help. 

Once again, I apologize for my faux pas and I hope I can 
one day fly with you again. 

Sincerely, 
Josh Stewart 
 

Return to Index 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. ‘Bold Alligator’ Helps to Sustain Amphibious Operations 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 31 FEB 12) ... Army Sgt. 1st Class Tyrone C. Marshall Jr. 

WASHINGTON – As the Navy and Marine Corps continue “Bold Alligator,” their largest joint, multinational amphibious assault 
exercise in 10 years, it is important that both services sustain amphibious operations, the commander of U.S. Fleet Forces Command 
said today. 

 
2. Navy Admiral Downplays Role of Special Operations Forces in Floating Base 
(NATIONAL DEFENSE 31 JAN 12) ... Eric Beidel 

Contrary to recent reports, the Navy’s decision to send a floating base to the Middle East has less to do with special operations 
than it does with other missions in the Persian Gulf, the service’s Fleet Forces commander said. 

 
3. U.S. Navy, Marines Say More Capable Arms Offset Cuts 
(REUTERS 31 JAN 12) ... Andrea Shalal-Esa 

WASHINGTON - Senior officials from the U.S. Navy and Marine Corps said on Tuesday that growing capabilities of new 
weapons systems could help offset cuts in defense spending that will shrink the number of ships and aircraft in coming years. 

 
4. Voluntary Sea Duty Program Provides Sailors New Opportunities 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 31 JAN 12) ... Chief of Naval Personnel Public Affairs 

WASHINGTON -- According to NAVADMIN 043/12, released Jan. 31, the Navy is asking Sailors to volunteer for sea duty 
under a new initiative called the Voluntary Sea Duty Program (VSDP). 

 

CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
5. U.S. Navy Repairs Iranian Fishing Dhow Stranded In Gulf 
(REUTERS 31 JAN 12) 

WASHINGTON - U.S. Navy personnel helped repair a stranded Iranian fishing boat on Tuesday, the Navy said, even as the two 
countries trade accusations about Iran's nuclear ambitions. 

 
6. Wasp Sets Stage For Bold Alligator 2012 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 31 JAN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist Seaman Caleb Cooper, USS Wasp Public Affairs 

ATLANTIC OCEAN -- Sailors and Marines aboard the amphibious assault ship USS Wasp (LHD 1) set sail Jan. 30 to initiate the 
live phase of exercise Bold Alligator 2012. 

 
7. Kearsarge Departs For Bold Alligator 2012 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 31 JAN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Chad V. Pritt, USS Kearsarge Public Affairs 

USS KEARSARGE, Atlantic Ocean -- The amphibious assault ship USS Kearsarge (LHD 3) departed Naval Station Norfolk Jan. 
30 to participate in Exercise Bold Alligator 2012. 

 
8. John C. Stennis Carrier Strike Group Concludes Singapore Visit 
(COMMANDER PACIFIC FLEET 31 JAN 12) ... John C. Stennis Strike Group Public Affairs 

USS JOHN C. STENNIS, at sea - Ships from the John C. Stennis Carrier Strike Group (JCSSG) departed the Republic of 
Singapore Jan. 30 following a four-day port visit, and began two days of training with the Republic of Singapore Navy before 
beginning their transit to the U.S. 
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9. USS Vella Gulf Concludes Port Visit To Sevastopol, Ukraine 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 31 JAN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist Seaman Brian T. Glunt, Navy Public Affairs Support 
Element-East Detachment Europe 

SEVASTOPOL, Ukraine -- The guided-missile cruiser USS Vella Gulf (CG 72) concluded its port visit to Sevastopol, Ukraine, 
Jan. 30. 

 
10. Guided-Missile Destroyer Shoup Nears End Of 7-Month Upgrade 
A Navy destroyer, dry-docked in Seattle for seven months while undergoing renovations, will leave for its 
home port in Everett this week. 
(SEATTLE TIMES 31 JAN 12) ... Lark Turner 

On the northern tip of Harbor Island, just a couple of miles from downtown Seattle, about 2,400 tons of military might sits atop 
wood-tipped blocks. 

 
11. Naval Bomb Practice Rattles Volusia-Flagler 
(DAYTONA BEACH NEWS-JOURNAL 01 FEB 12) ... Skyler Swisher 

A group of warships and fighter planes training in Florida has Volusia and Flagler residents hearing booms loud enough to rattle 
their windows and scare their cats. 

 

GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
12. Show Of Force In Strait Of Hormuz 
Risk of 'Accidental' Gulf War on the Rise 
(DER SPIEGEL (GERMANY) 31 JAN 12) ... Alexander Smoltczyk 

The concentration of naval power in the Strait of Hormuz is heightening the risk of a fourth Gulf war, even though the show of 
force may be nothing more than posturing by the West and Iran in the run-up to negotiations. The stretch of water, 34 miles at its 
narrowest point, is the aorta of the oil trade. 

 
13. U.S. Primed For 'World's Fastest' Torpedo In Gulf Confrontation 
(LONDON TIMES (UK) 01 FEB 12) ... Michael Evans 

The U.S. Navy is preparing for highstakes brinkmanship in naval exercises by the Iranian Revolutionary Guard in the Strait of 
Hormuz this month. 

 
14. Group Urges Credible U.S. Military Threat To Iran 
(REUTERS 01 FEB 12) ... Arshad Mohammed 

WASHINGTON -- The United States should deploy ships, step up covert activities and sharpen its rhetoric to make more credible 
the threat of a U.S. military strike to stop Iran's nuclear program, a bipartisan group said on Wednesday. 

 
15. French Warships In Libya To Train Navy, Demine Oil Ports 
(REUTERS 31 JAN 12) ... Oliver Holmes 

Two French warships arrived at Tripoli's port on Tuesday carrying navy crewmen who will train the Libyan navy and help 
demine oil ports, a Libyan defense ministry official said. 

 
16. Mine Hunter Ships Expected To Arrive From U.S. Midyear: Report 
(CHINA POST (TAIWAN) 01 FEB 12) 

TEIPEI - Two refurbished Osprey-class mine clearance ships that Taiwan previously acquired from the United States are 
expected to be delivered to the Republic of China Navy in the middle of this year, according to a Central News Agency report 
yesterday. 

 
17. Report Calls For U.S. To Send More Nuclear Vessels 
(NEW ZEALAND HERALD 01 FEB 12) ... Greg Ansley 

Defence planners want the United States to operate more nuclear submarines and aircraft carriers out of Australian navy bases as 
power shifts to the Asia-Pacific region. 
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18. F-35, Eurofighter Typhoon And Silent Eagle Competing For Next-Generation ROK Fighter Jet 
Project 
(SBS NEWS (S.KOREA) 31 JAN 12) 

SOEUL - Candidates for the next-generation ROK fighter jet project are Silent Eagle of the U.S. Boeing, F-35 Lightening II of 
the U.S. Lockheed Martin Corporation along with Eurofighter Typhoon of the European Aeronautic Defense and Space Company 
(EADS). 

 
19. Falkland Islands: Royal Navy Packs Considerable Punch, Warns William Hague 
William Hague, the Foreign Secretary, has warned that the Royal Navy still 'packs a considerable punch' as 
HMS Dauntless was deployed to the Falkland Islands. 
(THE TELEGRAPH (UK) 31 JAN 12) ... Thomas Harding 

The Navy’s most sophisticated warship is being sent to the South Atlantic in a move that will send a powerful message to 
Argentina. 

 

PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
20. More School For New SWOs 
Expanded 2-month course will teach ensigns the basics before sea duty 
(NAVY TIMES 06 FEB 12) ... Sam Fellman 

Ensigns soon will hit the fleet a little better prepared. 
 

21. Special Warfare Stays The Course 
As conventional forces leave, SEALs prepare to work with less support 
(NAVY TIMES 06 FEB 12) ... Gidget Fuentes 

SAN DIEGO — While the military services scale back combat deployments in Afghanistan starting next year and pivot to other 
global threats, Navy SEALs and special warfare units will continue to deploy and operate at the tip of the spear, the top Navy SEALs 
told a defense industry conference here. 

 
22. Vaccination Program Appears To Reduce Respiratory Infections Among Recruits 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 31 JAN 12) ... Jonathan E. Friedman, Naval Medical Center Portsmouth Public Affairs 

NORTH CHICAGO, Ill. -- Results of giving adenovirus vaccinations to U.S. Navy recruits last October were released Jan. 30, 
and looked positive. 

 
23. Navy Region Southwest Culinary Specialists Compete 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 31 JAN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Michael Feddersen, Navy Region Southwest Public 
Affairs 

SAN DIEGO -- Sailors participated in the fifth annual Navy Region Southwest Culinary Competition at Naval Amphibious Base 
Coronado Jan. 30. 

 
24. DoD Official Discusses Unified Health System 
(NAVY TIMES 31 JAN 12) ... Patricia Kime 

A unified military health agency that would combine the services’ medical commands into one headquarters would not produce 
substantial savings, but it could create a more efficient organization that would serve patients better and eventually reduce costs, said 
Dr. Jonathan Woodson, assistant secretary of defense health affairs. 

 
25. Navy Safe Harbor Member Shares PTSD Journey 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 31 JAN 12) ... Navy Safe Harbor Public Affairs 

Washington -- A Navy officer diagnosed with post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD) shared his personal experiences with PTSD 
during an interview Jan. 30. 

 
26. Protective Service Specialist Apprenticeship Available 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 31 JAN 12) ... Darryl Orrell, Center for Security Forces Public Affairs 

VIRGINIA BEACH, Va. -- The newest apprenticeship available through the United Service Military Apprenticeship Program 
(USMAP) is Protective Security Specialist (PSS), announced in NAVADMIN 039/12, released Jan. 27. 

 
27. U.S. Navy Commander Back In His PH Roots 
(MANILA BULLETIN (PHILIPPINES) 30 JAN 12) ... Elena L. Aben 

MANILA, Philippines — “Home is where the heart is.” 
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28. Navy Investigating Uptick In PT-Related Deaths 
(NAVY TIMES 06 FEB 12) ... Joshua Stewart 

The Navy is investigating the effects physical training has on safety, a probe that began after a steady climb in exercise-related 
deaths. 

 
29. Navy Leader Fired For Behavior With Crew 
Sexual harrassment case raises question of what's acceptable in today's Navy 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 31 JAN 12) ... Jeanette Steele 

The commanding officer of a Navy jet squadron was fired for using sexual language in front of his pilots, especially when 
drinking, in a case that may stir debate about where the line is drawn for acceptable behavior in a U.S. military that is increasingly 
intolerant of missteps. 

 

FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
30. Navy Evaluating 313-Ship Goal 
(DEFENSE DAILY 01 FEB 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

The Navy is reassessing its longstanding goal of building and sustaining a 313-ship fleet in light of budget reductions and the 
reshaping of global military footprint, the chief of U.S. Fleet Forces Command said yesterday. 

 
31. Budget Cuts May Slash Additional Marine Units 
(MARINE CORPS TIMES 31 JAN 12) ... Dan Lamothe 

Massive budget cuts announced by the Pentagon last week will likely force the Marine Corps to slash an additional infantry 
battalion and some light armored reconnaissance elements while scaling back planned expansion of its special operations command, a 
Marine general said Tuesday. 

 
32. Australian Companies To Gain From U.S. Navy Switch To Renewable Energy 
(THE AUSTRALIAN 01 FEB 12) ... Mark Dodd 

Australian companies could benefit from a radical policy switch by the U.S. Navy to wean itself off fossil fuels and tank up 
instead on renewable energy, a visiting U.S. energy expert says. 

 
33. Reducing Energy Demand Increases Effectiveness, Official Says 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 31 FEB 12) ... Army Sgt. 1st Class Tyrone C. Marshall Jr. 

WASHINGTON – The Defense Department’s announcement of $18 million to fund six military programs designed to reduce 
energy demand is primarily about increasing military effectiveness, a senior Pentagon official said. 

 
34. Every Platform A Sensor 
Integrated ISR capabilities are essential to a forward-deployed Navy 
(SEAPOWER MAGAZINE FEB 2012) ... Rick Burgess 

As director of the Intelligence, Surveillance and Reconnaissance (ISR) Capabilities Division in the Office of Chief of Naval 
Operations, Rear Adm. (select) DeWolfe “Chip” Miller sees no slowdown in the nation’s demand for the Navy’s ISR capabilities. 

 

BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
35. Sioux Falls Selected For Navy Week 2012 
(KELO CBS SIOUX FALLS (SD) 30 JAN 12) 

Sioux Falls Navy Week, July 19-26, is one of 15 selected cities where America’s Navy will “come home” in 2012, giving area 
residents an opportunity to meet Sailors and learn about the Navy’s capabilities and relevance to national security. 

 
36. Some Lawmakers Fight BRAC 
(WVEC ABC NORFOLK 31 JAN 12) ... Mike Gooding 

NORFOLK – Some lawmakers are fighting the idea of a new round of Base Realignment and Closures (BRAC) just after Defense 
Secretary Leon Panetta asked Congress to authorize the process. 

 
37. Possibility Of Base Closures Triggers New Anxiety For Officials 
(FORT WORTH STAR-TELEGRAM 01 FEB 12) ... Chris Vaughn 

FORT WORTH -- It has been seven years since the U.S. military last reduced the number of bases in its inventory, a painful 
process for many communities that ultimately resulted in the closure of three installations in Texas. 
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38. U.S. Mulls Shifting Part Of Okinawa Marines To Places Other Than Guam 
(KYODO NEWS 01 FEB 12) 

WASHINGTON -- The U.S. Defense Department is considering shifting part of some 8,000 Marine troops in Okinawa Prefecture 
to Hawaii and other Pacific areas instead of Guam, Pentagon sources said Tuesday. 

 
39. Truman Sailors To Pitch In Around Town 
Sailors to participate in community service day 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 31 JAN 12) 

NORFOLK, Va. - More than 1,000 Sailors aboard the aircraft carrier USS Harry S. Truman will be working throughout Hampton 
Roads one day this week during a community service day. 

 
40. Hospital Begins Major Renovation 
(JACKSONVILLE (NC) DAILY NEWS 31 JAN 12) ... Hope Hodge 

As the Camp Lejeune Naval Hospital begins to undergo a massive $57.2-million facelift and expansion, hospital staff are 
preparing for the first phase of the project, which will affect how patrons use the facility. Beginning Monday Feb. 6, the hospital’s 
main lobby and primary entrance will be sealed off, so that the space can be enlarged, reconfigured and updated. 

 
41. Bipartisan Effort Seeks To Examine Lejeune Water Ills 
(NEW BERN (NC) SUN JOURNAL 31 JAN 12) ... Sue Book 

A bipartisan effort by both North Carolina U.S. senators and several representatives asks that records on the Camp Lejeune water 
system remain open. 

 

NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
42. Senate Anti-Sequestration Plan Could Seek Fed Workforce Savings 
(DEFENSE DAILY 01 FEB 12) ... Emelie Rutherford 

Republican senators fighting potential defense-spending reductions triggered by failed budget negotiations are finalizing 
legislation that may try to offset initial Pentagon cuts with savings from attrition in the federal workforce. 

 
43. White House Reopens Debate Over Contractor Pay 
(GOVERNMENT EXECUTIVE 31 JAN 12) ... Charles S. Clark 

Unsatisfied with the contractor pay reforms in the fiscal 2012 Defense authorization act, the White House on Tuesday called on 
Congress to again take up a proposal that President Obama offered last fall to cap contractor pay that is reimbursable by the 
government at $200,000. 

 
44. Cole Bombing Suspect Killed In Yemen In U.S. Airstrike 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 31 JAN 12) ... Ahmed Al-Haj 

SANAA, Yemen - U.S. airstrikes targeting leaders from Yemen's active al-Qaida branch killed four suspected militants, including 
a man suspected of involvement in the 2000 bombing of the Navy's Norfolk-based destroyer Cole, officials said Tuesday. 

 
45. Alleged Bomber's Lawyer Wants To Question Yemeni 
(MIAMI HERALD 31 JAN 12) ... Carol Rosenberg 

Guantanamo defense lawyers for an alleged al Qaida bomber asked an Army judge on Tuesday to order Yemeni President Ali 
Abdullah Saleh to undergo war court questioning at a New York hospital. 

 
46. Former Southwest CEO Speaks At Naval Academy Leadership Conference 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 31 JAN 12) ... Jessica Clark, U.S. Naval Academy Public Affairs 

ANNAPOLIS, Md. -- Howard Putnam, former CEO of Southwest and Braniff Airlines, presented his views on leadership Jan. 31 
as the keynote speaker for the second day of the Naval Academy Leadership Conference. 

 
47. The USS Lincoln Has Sailed For Good, But Keep Up With Facebook 
Keep up with Everett's first carrier on Navy website and Facebook 
(EVERETT (WA) HERALD 01 FEB 12) ... Gale Fiege 

EVERETT -- Do you miss the USS Abraham Lincoln? 
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OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
48. U.S. Forces Give The Nod To Biofuels 
(CANBERRA TIMES (AUSTRALIA) 01 FEB 12) ... Michael Richardson 

Don't laugh! The United States military is dead serious about being able to fly its combat and cargo planes on jet fuel derived 
from algae and plants, and to power many of its warships on biodiesel from used cooking oil and non-food-grade animal fats. 

 
49. Year Of The Dragon 
China's military buildup necessitates a Navy upgrade, not cutback 
(WASHINGTON TIMES 01 FEB 12) ... Adm. James A. Lyons 

On Jan. 5, President Obama unveiled a new defense strategy in general terms, de-emphasizing nation-building land wars such as 
those in Iraq and Afghanistan in favor of a strategic shift that focuses on East Asia and the Western Pacific. This budget-driven 
strategy has shortcomings and will result in increased risk for our nation. 

 
50. Sensible SWO Training 
(NAVY TIMES 06 FEB 12) ... Editorial 

The Navy is revamping surface warfare officer training to ensure new ensigns get two months of instruction before reporting 
aboard their first ships. The new training will replace the four-week course they attend soon after reporting to their ships. 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. ‘Bold Alligator’ Helps to Sustain Amphibious Operations 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 31 FEB 12) ... Army Sgt. 1st Class Tyrone C. Marshall Jr. 

WASHINGTON – As the Navy and Marine Corps 
continue “Bold Alligator,” their largest joint, multinational 
amphibious assault exercise in 10 years, it is important that 
both services sustain amphibious operations, the commander 
of U.S. Fleet Forces Command said today. 

“It’s enormously important for the Navy to start learning 
an awful lot about Marine Corps operations and getting a 
landing force ashore, and how that land force operates,” Navy 
Adm. John C. Harvey Jr. said at a Defense Writers Group 
breakfast. 

“And it’s enormously important for the Marine forces to 
understand what it took to get the naval force to the position 
where you could land the assault forces and sustain those 
assault forces,” he added. “That part of this education, I think, 
will be the greatest benefit to this exercise.” 

Bold Alligator 2012 began Jan. 30 and is scheduled to run 
through until Feb. 12, on and off the coasts of Virginia, North 
Carolina and Florida. The exercise’s intent is to revitalize 
Navy and Marine Corps amphibious expeditionary tactics, 
techniques and procedures, and reinvigorate its culture of 
conducting combined Navy and Marine Corps operations from 
the sea, a Navy statement said. 

Although Bold Alligator is the largest exercise of the past 
decade, Marines never completely left the seas, Lt. Gen. 
Dennis J. Hejlik, commander of U.S. Marine Corps Forces 
Command, emphasized. 

“We have the seven [Marine Expeditionary Units] out 
there,” he said. “So we have a percentage of Marine Corps 
officers and Marine enlisted that have always been out there.” 

Harvey said these types of exercises test commanders and 
their staffs in preparation for tough real-world scenarios. 

“Commanders are going to make decisions based on the 
kinds of situations they are confronted with,” he said. “We’re 
going to test that commander’s ability to make these decisions 
and apportion those forces. The biggest stress for any 

commander is the apportionment of the forces under his 
command for the multitude of tasks they’ve been given.” 

Harvey and Hejlik said the naval exercise is not based on 
current events in the Persian Gulf, but is “certainly informed 
by recent history.” 

“This exercise deals with large numbers of small-boat 
threats, irregular threats, not easy to identify in the complex 
battle space, … which could be used to describe just about the 
entire Persian Gulf,” Harvey noted. The exercise deals with 
both regular and irregular threats, as well as with shore-based 
cruise missiles, the admiral said. 

“When we constructed the scenario, we put it against 
what we called a moderate force, or a medium force with 
moderate ability, who denies access into theater and actually 
on land,” Hejlik said. “And we did that purposely because of 
the force that we’re exercising, … so it’s not patterned after 
any contingency planning, if you will.” 

Hejlik also cited working with conventional and special 
operations forces as an important objective during Bold 
Alligator. 

Harvey noted that Gen. James F. Amos, Marine Corps 
commandant, refers to the Marine Corps as a “middleweight” 
force. 

“We can go high, we can go low, but are a middleweight 
force that can strike with power,” Harvey said. 

The admiral said he hopes the Navy and Marine Corps 
continue exercises like Bold Alligator to “keep that 
institutional learning going.” 

“When did we bring it all together?” he asked, referring 
previous training. “When did we bring the parts together in a 
purposeful manner and challenge ourselves to do what we are 
expected to be able to do in 10 years? 

“That’s really what this is all about,” Harvey added. “And 
I hope that we continue that cycle.” 

Return to Index 
 

2. Navy Admiral Downplays Role of Special Operations Forces in Floating Base 
(NATIONAL DEFENSE 31 JAN 12) ... Eric Beidel 

Contrary to recent reports, the Navy’s decision to send a 
floating base to the Middle East has less to do with special 
operations than it does with other missions in the Persian Gulf, 
the service’s Fleet Forces commander said. 

Reports referred to the floating base, a resurrected 
amphibious assault ship that was in the final stages of 
decommissioning, as a “commando mothership” for special 
operators. 

But that will not be the focus of the USS Ponce, Adm. 
John Harvey told reporters in Washington Jan. 31. 

“It is not the primary mission,” he said. “It’s not going 
over there as an alternate command ship. It’s not going over 
there as a special operating forces Death Star Galactica 
coming through the Gulf.” 

The main purpose of what Harvey called the “afloat 
forward staging base interim” is to support mine sweeping 
operations and patrol combatant craft in the Persian Gulf, he 
said. 

He called it an interim solution because the Navy may 
turn to its Mobile Landing Platform ships to perform the 
floating base role. The forthcoming budget will have details 
on the quantity and purpose of the MLPs and when they will 
be built, Harvey said. 

But there is no end-date for the USS Ponce, he said. “And 
I’m not aware of a definitive start-date for the MLP so I think 
there’s considerable maneuver room here ... We’ll see what 
the [2013] budget has in it and how many we get.” 

The requirement for the floating base was in place before 
he moved to Fleet Forces Command in July 2009, Harvey 
noted. It was conceived as a “lily pad” for heavy MH-53 
helicopters, a mothership for mine countermeasures, he said. 

That doesn’t mean that special operators couldn’t use the 
ship. 

In a call for bids for the upgrade of the USS Ponce, 
construction and refurbishing details allow for increased 
security and communication capabilities. The timing of the 
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request for proposals — just a few days after a special ops raid 
to rescue hostages in Somalia — also lent to the perception 
that the ship would be a floating base for commandos, Harvey 
said. 

“If you put a certain type of lock on the door, you can 
have a certain type of briefing in that space,” he said. “If you 
have this number of radios in a [communications] space 
instead of just this number of radios, then you have a little bit 
more capability.” 

He added: “There were some things that we can do that 
would make it amenable for some of these spaces to be used 
by special operating forces, but it is not a soft-support 
platform. There were just some choices we had to make that 
could give it some more capability.” 

Harvey said the goal is to have the USS Ponce ready to 
sail the first of June. 
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3. U.S. Navy, Marines Say More Capable Arms Offset Cuts 
(REUTERS 31 JAN 12) ... Andrea Shalal-Esa 

WASHINGTON - Senior officials from the U.S. Navy 
and Marine Corps said on Tuesday that growing capabilities of 
new weapons systems could help offset cuts in defense 
spending that will shrink the number of ships and aircraft in 
coming years. 

Lieutenant General Dennis Hejlik, head of Marine Corps 
Forces Command, said some big programs such as the V-22 
tilt-rotor aircraft would face cuts in the future, but the service 
would still be able to respond to crises around the world. 

"We might not have the capacity overall, but we're going 
to have the capability to respond to contingency plans," Hejlik 
told reporters in Washington. 

He gave no details about Pentagon plans to reduce a 
proposed multiyear purchase of 122 V-22 aircraft built by 
Boeing Co and Bell Helicopter, a unit of Textron Inc. Hejlik 
added that details of those cuts and others would be released 
with the Pentagon's budget plan for fiscal 2013 on February 
13. 

U.S. defense contractors cite increasing pressure on sales 
and earnings given plans by the U.S. military, the world's 
biggest weapons buyer, to reduce spending by almost $500 
billion over the next decade. 

Hejlik and Admiral John Harvey, head of U.S. Fleet 
Forces Command, underscored their commitment to ensuring 
that U.S. military forces would be properly staffed, equipped 
and trained before they were sent overseas, despite the budget 
cuts. 

Both officials highlighted the increasing capabilities of 
weapons systems, and said U.S. ships would continue to 
evolve over time, which could help offset a reduction in total 
numbers. 

For instance, budget pressures had reduced the number of 
U.S. amphibious ships, but many now had small unmanned 
vehicles on board that could augment a ship's intelligence and 
surveillance work, said Hejlik, who plans to retire this 
summer. 

The Navy would also use transport or "sealift" ships to 
augment the shrinking amphibious fleet, which is being scaled 
back to a target of 33 ships from the previous target of 38 
ships. 

"Would we like to have more money? Sure -- everyone 
would, but that's where innovation comes from, when you're 
stressed a little bit as far as money and time," Hejlik said. "If 
there's one good thing with less money, is it really makes you 
think." 

Harvey, whose successor was nominated last week by 
President Barack Obama, said upgrades to existing ships could 
help ensure that U.S. forces could still carry out their missions. 

Ship Modernization Seen As Key 
"We'd like to have more (ships), we don't always get that, 

Harvey said. "But one thing we can do ... is to make sure that 
we evolve those ships, that we modernize those ships to face 
the threats that we see coming our way," Harvey said. 

He said Admiral Jonathan Greenert had initiated a force 
structure review that would revise the Navy's target for the 
size of its fleet from the current target of 313 ships. 

"Circumstances have now changed. Our strategy shift -- 
our pivot is taking place," Harvey said, noting that the final 
number depended on the assumptions used in the review. 

Pentagon budget plans released last week called for cuts 
to several ship programs over the next five years, including 
eight fewer Joint High Speed Vessels built by Austal, the 
delay of one Virginia-class submarine, and two fewer Littoral 
Combat Ships. 

Harvey said the budget would include funding for a new 
class of ships called mobile landing platforms, but he gave no 
details. 

Harvey said Navy officials were overhauling the USS 
Ponce, a 1970 amphibious transport ship that will sail for the 
Middle East region by June 1 to combat enemy mines. 

The ship, envisioned to launch small boats and up to four 
MH-53 helicopters, would serve as a bridge to the new mobile 
landing platform program, he said. 

He said the Ponce was not intended as a "mothership" for 
elite U.S. special forces conducting operations in the region, 
as some media reports suggested this weekend. 

"I think they put two and two together and got 22," he 
said, although he acknowledged that the terms for the 
conversion of the ship did require certain security measures 
that would allow special operations forces to work from the 
ship. 

Return to Index 
 

4. Voluntary Sea Duty Program Provides Sailors New Opportunities 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 31 JAN 12) ... Chief of Naval Personnel Public Affairs 

WASHINGTON -- According to NAVADMIN 043/12, 
released Jan. 31, the Navy is asking Sailors to volunteer for 

sea duty under a new initiative called the Voluntary Sea Duty 
Program (VSDP). 
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Volunteering to return to sea duty under this program 
offers two key benefits. 

"The Voluntary Sea Duty Program's goal is to improve 
manning levels at sea, while providing motivated Sailors the 
benefits of geographic choice and stability as well as the 
deferment of their Perform-to-Serve window," said Rear 
Admiral Tony Kurta, Director, Military Personnel Plans and 
Policy Division. "This opportunity allows Sailors a chance to 
improve their record and increase their competitive edge in 
PTS through sustained superior performance at sea." 

This program does not change eligibility or benefits for 
the Sea Duty Incentive Pay Program and Sailors may take 
advantage of both programs concurrently. 

Under the program, Sailors may apply to extend their 
enlistment in their current sea duty billet beyond their 
prescribed sea tour, terminate their shore duty early in order to 
extend their enlistment to obtain new orders to a sea duty 
billet, or accept back-to-back sea duty orders. The sea duty 
assignment may be onboard ships, squadrons, or other 
qualified sea duty assignments. 

Volunteers will be assigned to commands within the same 
geographic location as the current command if available, 
providing the benefit of geographic stability for Sailors and 
family members. The Navy will also consider Sailors' requests 
for out-of-area moves. 

Volunteers will not be required to accept a billet they do 
not desire. The detailers will work with volunteers during two 
CMS/ID cycles to find desirable orders. If no match is found 
during this time period, Sailors can reapply. 

To be eligible to apply for a short term extension to defer 
PTS, Sailors must meet eligibility criteria to ensure 
competitiveness in their next PTS window. However, Sailors 
who do not meet these criteria, but have enough obligated 
service time can still apply for geographic stability or choice. 

Requests will be accepted until Sep. 30, 2012. All 1306/7 
requests should be forwarded to Navy Personnel Command 
via the Chain of Command. 

For complete information on eligibility, restrictions and 
application procedure as well as benefits of VSDP, read 
NAVADMIN 043/12 at www.npc.navy.mil. 
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CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
5. U.S. Navy Repairs Iranian Fishing Dhow Stranded In Gulf 
(REUTERS 31 JAN 12) 

WASHINGTON - U.S. Navy personnel helped repair a 
stranded Iranian fishing boat on Tuesday, the Navy said, even 
as the two countries trade accusations about Iran's nuclear 
ambitions. 

A U.S. military helicopter stationed on the USS Abraham 
Lincoln aircraft carrier, positioned in the Gulf, caught sight of 
the small Iranian fishing vessel, which was carrying nine crew 
members, the Navy said in a statement. 

The crew of the traditional fishing vessel, or dhow, sent 
out a distress call after its engine overheated. Its crew were 
waving a cloth, the statement said. 

With the Iranian crew's permission, personnel from a U.S. 
destroyer boarded the Iranian ship, and repaired the vessel's 
engine. U.S. personnel also freed a fouled propeller, the 
statement said. 

"After ensuring the dhow was operational, and the crew 
was safe with sufficient amounts of food, water and fuel to 
continue its transit, the (U.S.) teams departed the scene and 
returned to their ships," the Navy statement said. 

While U.S. officials say such encounters are not unusual, 
Tuesday's exchange occurred amid sharp tensions between 
Iran and the United States. 

The West suspects that Iran's uranium enrichment 
activities are putting it closer to producing a nuclear weapon, a 
charge that Tehran denies. 

Iran has threatened to close the Strait of Hormuz, a 
narrow shipping lane, if Western sanctions aimed at starving 
Iran's nuclear program of funds stop it from selling oil. 
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6. Wasp Sets Stage For Bold Alligator 2012 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 31 JAN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist Seaman Caleb Cooper, USS Wasp Public Affairs 

ATLANTIC OCEAN -- Sailors and Marines aboard the 
amphibious assault ship USS Wasp (LHD 1) set sail Jan. 30 to 
initiate the live phase of exercise Bold Alligator 2012. 

Wasp is serving as the flagship for Bold Alligator, the 
largest amphibious exercise conducted by the Navy/Marine 
Corps team in the past 10 years. It is also the first live, East 
Coast, Expeditionary Strike Group/Marine Expeditionary 
Brigade-level exercise in about a decade. 

"Realistic training at sea is essential to the Navy and 
Marine Corps' ability to train like we fight," said Capt. Gary 
M. Boardman, Wasp's commanding officer. 

Twenty-five ships, and 20,000 Sailors, Marines and 
Coastguardsmen are participating in the two-week exercise, 
which runs through Feb. 13. Commands involved include 
Enterprise Carrier Strike Group (CSG), Expeditionary Strike 
Group 2 (ESG-2), 2nd Marine Expeditionary Brigade (MEB), 

Iwo Jima Amphibious Ready Group (ARG), 24 Marine 
Expeditionary Unit (MEU), Naval Expeditionary Combat 
Command (NECC) as well as coalition ships, units, and 
observers from 12 other countries. 

Training scenarios are based on a continuum of situations 
that the Navy/Marine Corps team is likely to face in today's 
environment and are built in order to enhance the varied 
capabilities that allow amphibious forces to conduct forcible 
entry against an opposing military force; as well as crisis 
response, humanitarian assistance, and building partnerships. 

"Exercises like Bold Alligator allow the Navy and Marine 
Corps team to exercise its full spectrum of expeditionary 
capabilities, to include working with our coalition partners, in 
complex environments," said Boardman. 

"Bold Alligator is about building partnerships and 
ensuring the amphibious force is ready when called. Wasp is 
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looking forward to leading the way as the flagship for 
Expeditionary Strike Group Two and 2nd Marine 
Expeditionary Battalion." 

Wasp's underway is the culmination of weeks of 
certification training and ship preparations to include taking 
on numerous supplies, food stores, and hundreds of Marines, 
foreign officers and support staffs 

"We have been extremely busy onloading the personnel 
and resources needed to conduct an exercise of this 
magnitude," said Chief Warrant Officer Chad Mader, Wasp's 
Combat Cargo Officer. "Getting everyone to work together is 
one of the goals of this evolution, so when we need [this 

force], we have the ability and knowledge to operate as one 
cohesive unit." 

Bold Alligator 2012 serves as an opportunity to revitalize 
an integrated, Navy/Marine Corps approach to amphibious 
operations, strengthening their traditional role as fighters from 
the sea. 

Broadcast Clip - Seabee Construction During Bold 
Alligator 2012 

(YOUTUBE 31 JAN 12) U.S. Navy 
Seabees assigned to Construction Battalion Maintenance 

Unit (CBMU) 202 raise the level of a road on Camp Johnson 
during Exercise Bold Alligator 2012. 

View Clip (RT: 0:39) 
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7. Kearsarge Departs For Bold Alligator 2012 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 31 JAN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Chad V. Pritt, USS Kearsarge Public Affairs 

USS KEARSARGE, Atlantic Ocean -- The amphibious 
assault ship USS Kearsarge (LHD 3) departed Naval Station 
Norfolk Jan. 30 to participate in Exercise Bold Alligator 2012. 

Bold Alligator 2012 is taking place over a two-week 
period and is a multi-national joint effort hosted by the U.S. 
Navy and Marine Corps to strengthen core competencies in 
the areas of amphibious operations and bi-lateral cooperation. 

The Kearsarge Amphibious Ready Group (ARG), as part 
of Expeditionary Strike Group (ESG) 2, joins 2 Marine 
Expeditionary Brigade (2 MEB), the Enterprise Carrier Strike 
Group, units from Navy Expeditionary Combat Command, 
and various ships and units from foreign partners. 

"Our allies will be as equally engaged as we are during 
the exercise," said Capt. Dorian F. Jones, Kearsarge 
commanding officer. "We will have land, sea and air units 
from eight countries as we strive to develop bi-lateral 
relationships and execute the CNO's (Chief of Naval 
Operations) Maritime Strategy as it pertains to maritime 
security cooperation." 

The exercise, which will be the largest of its kind in a 
decade, will consist of live, virtual and constructive scenarios, 
and will showcase the full spectrum of amphibious 
capabilities. 

"It's a revitalization of the Navy and Marine Corps 
amphibious expeditionary tactics," said Jones. "It's about re-

invigorating the Navy and Marine Corps interoperability and 
our culture of combined operations from the sea." 

While the end result of the exercise will be a strengthened 
ability to respond to man-made and natural crises around the 
world, the broader purpose is to showcase the advantages of 
sea basing. Sea basing is the ability for theater commanders to 
project power ashore without relying on shore-based 
infrastructure. Amphibious forces thereby limit the 
vulnerability and sustainment requirements for shore-based 
personnel. 

"As we learned in Haiti, and historically in other 
operations, a prepositioned amphibious ready group becomes 
a force multiplier," said Jones, referring to the humanitarian 
relief operations in that country following a 7.0 magnitude 
earthquake two years ago. "Our quick response to a limited 
engagement in Libya was also due to sea basing. It's a concept 
that works in practice, and our ability to train to those 
expectations with our partners is what sets us apart from our 
enemies." 

Bold Alligator 2012 is scheduled to conclude Feb. 12. 
"The exercise will run 24 hours a day, seven days a week 

until all of our training objectives are met," said Jones. "We 
train like we fight, and I expect all of Kearsarge's Sailors will 
put forth their best effort to ensure the greatest success." 
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8. John C. Stennis Carrier Strike Group Concludes Singapore Visit 
(COMMANDER PACIFIC FLEET 31 JAN 12) ... John C. Stennis Strike Group Public Affairs 

USS JOHN C. STENNIS, at sea - Ships from the John C. 
Stennis Carrier Strike Group (JCSSG) departed the Republic 
of Singapore Jan. 30 following a four-day port visit, and began 
two days of training with the Republic of Singapore Navy 
before beginning their transit to the U.S. 

Sailors from the Nimitz-class aircraft carrier USS John C. 
Stennis (CVN 74), the guided-missile cruiser USS Mobile Bay 
(CG 53), and guided-missile destroyers USS Dewey (DDG 
105) and USS Pinckney (DDG 91), experienced the country's 
unique mix of cultures, volunteered in the local community 
and hosted more than 1,500 guests aboard the ship for tours 
and a reception held in Stennis' hangar bay. 

"The opportunity to visit the Republic of Singapore for us 
is an honor and a privilege," said Capt. Jeff Graf, executive 
officer of Stennis. "Our Sailors have been working very hard 

for several months and Singapore offers endless opportunities 
for them to relax and enjoy themselves." 

Sailors also hosted a young-women's leadership forum for 
female students from Nanyang Technological University and 
Raffles High School. "It was such a fulfilling experience to be 
able to share my experiences as a female in the military with 
this group of young women who will be the future leaders of 
their country," said Ensign Colleen White, an information 
systems officer aboard Stennis. "They were intelligent, full of 
energy, and I hope I inspired them as much as they did me." 

The JCSSG is comprised of Stennis, embarked Carrier 
Air Wing (CVW) 9, Mobile Bay, as well as Pinckney, Dewey 
and guided-missile destroyers USS Wayne E. Meyer (DDG 
108) and USS Kidd (DDG 100) from Destroyer Squadron 
(DESRON) 21. 



 11

Return to Index 
 

9. USS Vella Gulf Concludes Port Visit To Sevastopol, Ukraine 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 31 JAN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist Seaman Brian T. Glunt, Navy Public Affairs Support 
Element-East Detachment Europe 

SEVASTOPOL, Ukraine -- The guided-missile cruiser 
USS Vella Gulf (CG 72) concluded its port visit to Sevastopol, 
Ukraine, Jan. 30. 

During the visit, Ukraine and U.S. Navy personnel 
worked together in formal and informal environments to share 
techniques and experiences on how each navy manages 
leadership development. 

"We talked about how taking care of Sailors on the basic 
level gives us a better-producing Sailor in the long run," said 
Vella Gulf Command Master Chief Sheila Langejans. 

Sailors also had the opportunity to enjoy a number of 
local tours, as well as host a tour of the ship for several 
Ukrainian sailors and officers, including a visit from 
Ukrainian Master Chief Petty Officer of the Navy Sergei 
Ryabstery. 

"I was truly honored when I got to meet the Ukrainian 
master chief petty officer of the navy," said Langejans. 

In addition to tours and sharing leadership experiences, 
Ukrainian and U.S. Sailors conducted various types of 
shipboard training, including damage control; medical; and 
visit, board, search and seizure. 

"We were able to show the Ukrainian sailors our 
emergency training kits that we keep on board and how we 
train the crew as well," said Hospital Corpsman 1st Class 
Ryan King. "They had a lot of response to how we train our 
crew. I think this is important because if we work with them in 
the future and something happens we know that they have a 
little bit of understanding for what we do and we have an 
understanding of what they do." 

Vella Gulf, homeported in Norfolk, is conducting theater 
security cooperation and maritime security operations in the 
U.S. 6th Fleet area of responsibility. 

Ukrainian Sailors Tour Uss Vella Gulf 
Ukrainian naval officers and sailors visited the guided-

missile cruiser USS Vella Gulf (CG 72) Jan. 27 and 28, during 
a scheduled port visit. 

This visit to Ukraine serves to continue U.S. 6th Fleet 
efforts to build global maritime partnerships with European 
nations and enhance maritime safety and security. 

"We had a visit from the master chief petty officer of the 
Ukraine navy, Sergei Ryabstery, and about ten of his more 
senior chiefs," said Vella Gulf Command Master Chief Sheila 
Langejans. "He wanted to see how we manage our young 
Sailors and how we work with them to grow as leaders and 
more productive technicians." 

After a lunch with Ukrainian and U.S. naval officers, 
Capt. Mark Harris, commanding officer of Vella Gulf, 
personally toured with Ukrainian navy Capt. Andrew 
Ryzhenko. 

The tour continued the next day when Ukrainian sailors 
came aboard to view the different areas of the ship including 
the bridge, flight deck, mess halls and officers' quarters. 

"The Ukrainian sailors seemed to have a really good 
time," said Ensign James Wolters. "They were really 
impressed with the weapons and they really thought that the 
six-man officers' berthings were extravagant. They all seemed 
very appreciative of the tour. It was a really pleasant 
experience." 

U.S. 6th Fleet continues to collaborate with the Ukrainian 
navy and other global maritime partners, increasing the 
collective capability of the region and enhancing overall 
maritime domain awareness in the Black Sea. 
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10. Guided-Missile Destroyer Shoup Nears End Of 7-Month Upgrade 
A Navy destroyer, dry-docked in Seattle for seven months while undergoing renovations, will leave for its 
home port in Everett this week. 
(SEATTLE TIMES 31 JAN 12) ... Lark Turner 

On the northern tip of Harbor Island, just a couple of 
miles from downtown Seattle, about 2,400 tons of military 
might sits atop wood-tipped blocks. 

For the past seven months, the 510-foot USS Shoup, a 
guided-missile destroyer, has been surrounded not by water 
but by concrete and steel as it undergoes improvements at 
Vigor Shipyards, formerly Todd Pacific Shipyards. 

This week, with a freshly painted hull and upgrades of 
everything from its wiring to its combat systems, the ship will 
be waterborne again as it sails to its home port in Everett. 

"I don't think there's any space that's not been touched so 
far," said Ensign Rhiannon Low, the ship's electrical officer, 
while giving a tour. 

Once the destroyer is back in Everett, the final touches of 
the renovation should take about two months more. 

The Shoup was built to defend against attacks from land, 
air and submarines, and it has a slew of impressive weapon 
and sensor systems, many of which are top secret. Despite its 

size — its steel hull displaces a whopping 9,500 tons of water 
— the ship's gas turbines can propel it at a speed of more than 
30 knots (about 34.5 mph). 

On its last deployment, it helped fend off Somali pirates. 
It's served in both the Afghanistan and Iraq wars and was part 
of a strike group with another Everett-based ship, the USS 
Abraham Lincoln. That aircraft carrier was the site of 
President George W. Bush's "Mission Accomplished" photo 
shoot in 2003. 

But the Shoup doesn't need to serve in a group to do its 
job: It has enough power to defend itself on its own. 

Named after Gen. David M. Shoup, the destroyer was 
commissioned 10 years ago in Seattle. Shoup, who died in 
1983, was a recipient of the Medal of Honor, head of the 
Marine Corps and, after his retirement, a critic of the Vietnam 
War. 
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The USS Shoup should have a life span of about 40 years, 
and upgrades are common at about the 10-year mark, said the 
ship's commanding officer, Cmdr. Ray Acevedo. 

By now, most of Shoup's namesake has been put back 
together. Its 300-person Everett-based crew ate lunch Monday 
in the ship's galley; the aroma of food traveled through the 
hallways, where floors covered in construction padding cast 
the walls in a blue hue. 

Most of the crew's younger sailors are living in barracks 
in Everett, Acevedo said. The majority of the ship's crew is 
living nearby, though few of them really call the Seattle area 
home. 

Low has been commuting from Seattle's Belltown 
neighborhood. She's been stationed with the ship for about a 
year, though she's originally from Hawaii. 

Whether the ship's on land or on sea, Low and her 
shipmates navigate its mazes of crawl spaces, decks and 
ladders impossibly fast. Some of the crew are as young as 18. 

Stepping over wires and tubing at a clip, she points out a 
gun 5-inch bore diameter, 62-caliber gun off the back of the 
ship. 

"It's pretty awesome," she said enthusiastically. "It shakes 
the whole ship when it goes off." 

On the other side of the ship is a close-in weapons system, 
or CIWS (pronounced "sea-wiz"). It's essentially a gigantic 
machine gun capable of shooting large rounds at a target. Low 
observes that it looks like R2D2, one of the robots from "Star 
Wars." Both guns face rows of missile launchers. 

While docked, the ship is empty of ammunition. It will 
load up before it heads out on its next deployment in a couple 
of months, though Acevedo doesn't know where the crew will 
be headed next. 

Until its next deployment, the ship's two helicopter 
hangars sit empty, the calls from a nearby family of bald 
eagles are overwhelmed by the engines of honking semi trucks 
and the warning blasts of passing trains. The ship's freshly 
painted number 86 on the hull peeks over the edges of the dry 
dock toward Elliott Bay. In a matter of days, the Shoup will 
sail again. 
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11. Naval Bomb Practice Rattles Volusia-Flagler 
(DAYTONA BEACH NEWS-JOURNAL 01 FEB 12) ... Skyler Swisher 

A group of warships and fighter planes training in Florida 
has Volusia and Flagler residents hearing booms loud enough 
to rattle their windows and scare their cats. 

The USS Enterprise Carrier Strike Group departed 
Norfolk, Va., on Jan. 11 and has been off the Florida coast for 
the past few weeks, said Miriam Gallet, a spokeswoman for 
the Naval Air Station in Jacksonville. 

"We are sorry for the inconvenience," Gallet said. "It's not 
our intent to be a noisy neighbor, but the Navy needs to train." 

She expects the exercises will continue for a few more 
days. 

More than 4,500 Sailors and Marines are participating in 
the training, which involves the dropping of inert and live 
munitions at the Pinecastle Range Complex in the Ocala 
National Forest. 

The Navy bombing range is west of Astor off State Road 
40 in Marion County. It is the only range on the East Coast 
where live air-to-surface ordnance can be dropped. About 
7,000 inert bombs and 1,400 live bombs were released at 
Pinecastle in 2010. 

Virginia Dodds, who lives near Blue Lake Elementary 
School in DeLand, said she has been hearing booms off and 
on for about three weeks. At times, she has heard what sounds 
like thunder every 10 to 15 minutes for hours. 

"The house has been shaking and rattling, and the cats are 
getting scared," she said. 

Dodds said the noise is not exceptionally bothersome, 
although it did spark her curiosity. 

Elsewhere, people from Port Orange to Palm Coast 
reported hearing the thuds Sunday afternoon. One Port Orange 
resident described hearing what sounded like cannon fire in 
the distance. 

Gallet said how far the sound can be heard seems to 
depend on the weather -- with the noise traveling a greater 
distance on cool, clear days with low cloud cover. 

Once the training is completed, the USS Enterprise will 
complete its 22nd and final deployment in the Persian Gulf 
and the Mediterranean Sea, said Lt. Cmdr. Mike Kafka, a 
spokesman for the Navy's Fleet Forces Command. 

The ship, which was commissioned 50 years ago and was 
the nation's first nuclear-powered carrier, is then scheduled to 
be deactivated. 

Defense Secretary Leon Panetta addressed the Enterprise's 
crew Jan. 21 and told them the carrier helps to send a strong 
message to Iran. 

Tehran has warned the United States not to send another 
carrier to the Persian Gulf region and threatened to close the 
Strait of Hormuz, a critical route for oil supplies. 

Panetta told Sailors that Iran blocking the strait or 
developing an atomic weapon is a "red line" that shouldn't be 
crossed. 

"And that's what this carrier is all about," he said. "That's 
the reason we maintain a presence in the Middle East ... We 
want them to know we are fully prepared to deal with any 
contingency, and it's better for them to try to deal with us 
through diplomacy." 
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GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
12. Show Of Force In Strait Of Hormuz 
Risk of 'Accidental' Gulf War on the Rise 
(DER SPIEGEL (GERMANY) 31 JAN 12) ... Alexander Smoltczyk 

The concentration of naval power in the Strait of Hormuz 
is heightening the risk of a fourth Gulf war, even though the 
show of force may be nothing more than posturing by the 
West and Iran in the run-up to negotiations. The stretch of 
water, 34 miles at its narrowest point, is the aorta of the oil 
trade. 

Everything on display last week in the Strait of Hormuz 
was pure theater. There were tough words, risky posturing, 
well-acted one-person pieces and even a taste the risqué, but 
not much in terms of a plot. 

Or at least that's how it was on the stage of the fifth 
Fujairah International Monodrama Festival (FIMF). 

"The world passes through here," the festival's director 
said during the opening ceremony on Jan. 22. With that, he 
was hardly referring to the flotilla of warships approaching the 
small emirate of Fujairah at that very moment, made up of the 
American aircraft carrier USS Abraham Lincoln, a guided 
missile cruiser, two destroyers, the British frigate HMS Argyll 
and the French frigate La Motte-Picquet. All of them were 
sailing west through the Strait of Hormuz toward the Persian 
Gulf. The U.S. military already refers to this zone as a 
"theater," a possible scene of combat. 

The Persian Gulf hasn't seen this kind of display of naval 
power since the final campaign against Saddam Hussein. 
Indeed, its size has prompted many to wonder whether it is 
merely posturing and bluffing or, rather, a sign of an 
upcoming fourth war in the Gulf. 

Two other American aircraft carriers, the USS Carl 
Vinson and the USS John C. Stennis, are cruising in the Gulf 
of Oman and the Arabian Sea. In late December, Iran held one 
of its most elaborate naval exercises in its recent history, and 
ones that also involved cruise missiles and minelayers. Iranian 
Rear Adm. Mahmoud Mousavi, a spokesman for the drill, said 
it was meant to "to prepare the navy for confronting the enemy 
in war situations." 

With Iran's coastline bristling with missiles, the 
Revolutionary Guards' flotilla of armed speedboats and their 
submarine bunkers, so much military might is concentrating in 
the area that any incident could spark a new Gulf war. 

Indeed, Patrick Seale, a British expert on the Middle East, 
warns that a war could also "break out by accident."Sanctions 
against Iran's central bank and its oil exports, he writes, could 
"create a climate of hysterical nationalism that could trigger a 
clash." Such a war, warns Rami G. Khouri, a scholar at the 
American University of Beirut, would not be "your usual 
Middle Eastern little flare-up or local war that the region has 
experienced and survived for so many decades." 

The Aorta of the Oil Trade 
In geological terms, the Strait of Hormuz lies near to 

where two continental plates collide. Here, the Arabian plate 
slides under the Eurasian one. Tectonic shifts pushed up the 
mountains near Fujairah and brought the region its oil. Twenty 
percent of the world's crude oil comes from the Gulf region. 
Of that, over 80 percent, or almost 17 million metric tons per 
day, makes its way on ships through the Strait of Hormuz. 

The economies of Japan and South Korea depend on oil 
from the Gulf which covers as much as three quarters of their 
oil needs. For China's economy, it's over half. Were the strait 
to be blocked, only a certain portion of this oil could be 
pumped through Saudi Arabia's East-West Pipeline to the Red 
Sea. A pipeline being built by the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) to carry crude oil from Abu Dhabi to Fujairah won't be 
ready to enter into service until the summer, at the earliest. 
The container port of Dubai, a major hub in east-west 
seaborne trade, is just as dependent upon the strait as the 
seaports of Abu Dhabi, Kuwait, Bahrain and Qatar. 

The Strait of Hormuz is not merely an artery of the oil 
trade. It's the aorta. Since time immemorial, traders and 
smugglers have flourished here, crossing to and fro between 
the Arab side and the big ports on the Persian shore. Already 
in the 13th century, Marco Polo described the strait as a hub of 
long-distance trade. When discussing the strait in his 
"Travels," Polo wrote that many ships there "are lost, for in 
that Sea of India the storms are often terrible." 

These days, Iranian speedboats come into Khasab every 
morning, a small port town near the tip of the rocky 
Musandam Peninsula, the Omani exclave sticking out like a 
thumb into the Strait of Hormuz. There, they load up on flat-
screen TVs, suspicious packages and machine parts before 
disappearing back across the Strait up to five times a day. 
Indeed, Khasab is the duty-free market for southern Iran. As 
sanctions on Iran have gotten tighter, business there has only 
gotten better. 

According to the so-called "Carter Doctrine" proclaimed 
in 1980 by then-U.S. President Jimmy Carter, an "attempt by 
any outside force to gain control of the Persian Gulf region 
will be regarded as an assault on the vital interests of the 
United States of America, and such an assault will be repelled 
by any means necessary, including military force." Over three 
decades later, this doctrine continues to be the basis of the 
United States' strategy in the Gulf. In a letter sent to Iranian 
leaders in early January, U.S. President Barack Obama warned 
that blockading the Strait would be tantamount to crossing a 
"red line" and would provoke a massive response. Iran has 
made repeated threats to do just that should international 
sanctions be imposed on its oil exports -- which has been the 
case since last Monday. 

Iran Has 2,000 Naval Mines 
Since Iran reformed its armed forces in 2007, the 

dedicated naval forces of the Revolutionary Guards 
(informally known as the "pasdaran") have been responsible 
for the Persian Gulf. Indeed, the mullahs have effectively 
sidelined Iran's traditional navy, whose ships date back to the 
pre-1979 era of the shah. Rear Adm. Ali Fadavi, the 
Revolutionary Guards' senior naval officer, recently stated that 
Iranian troops could have launched successful attacks against 
U.S. ships during the so-called "tanker war" of 1984, when the 
Persian Gulf was a theater in the larger war between Iraq and 
Iran. In 1988, an Iranian mine almost caused the USS Samuel 
B. Roberts, an American guided missile frigate, to capsize. 
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Iran's Revolutionary Guards have about 2,000 naval 
mines in its arsenal, though it would only take 300 of them to 
disrupt tanker traffic through the strait. At its narrowest point, 
the strait is only 54 kilometers (34 miles) wide. U.S. experts 
assume that, in the case of war, Iran would utilize a "hybrid 
strategy" of guerilla hit-and-run tactics and ultra-modern 
weapons. 

Although Iran's rugged coastline already offers natural 
defensive advantages, it is reportedly being fortified with 
bunkers, tunnels and rocket systems. The Guards are equipped 
with speedboats patterned off racing boats made by the Italian 
firm Fabio Buzzi Design, which can reach speeds of up to 70 
knots (130 kilometers/80 miles) per hour. 

Iran also boasts the only submarine fleet among states 
bordering the Gulf, including Iranian-built miniature 
submarines ideally suited for the Strait of Hormuz's relatively 
shallow waters. Incidentally, the two British and French 
frigates currently cruising in the region are equipped with 
state-of-the-art anti-submarine systems. For example, what the 
British describe as the "revolutionary design" of the HMS 
Argyll supposedly makes the ship appear no larger than a 
fishing boat on a radar screen. But there won't be much time 
for fishing. 

In 1971, when the shah still ruled Iran, the country 
occupied three islands in the area near the strait, including 
Abu Musa, which lies just 40 nautical miles from Dubai. The 
island is of immense strategic importance since forces 
operating from it can control west-bound traffic into the strait. 

What's more, all of the booming cities in the region, from 
Doha to Dubai, lie within range of Iranian short- and mid-
range missiles. Indeed, this fact has unsettled local rulers even 
more than the financial crisis. Should a conflict erupt, the 
UAE expects that Iran will launch retaliatory attacks against 
its loading ports, refineries and desalination plants. Likewise, 
populated areas in the Gulf states are ideal targets for these 
kinds of attacks. Shiite Iran has consistently stressed its claim 
to the Gulf against the Sunni ruling houses on its other side -- 

and especially the House of Saud -- who collaborate with the 
United States. 

Embargo 'Could Paralyze Iran' 
At the moment, the United States has about 40,000 

soldiers in the Gulf region, on ships and on military bases in 
Kuwait, Abu Dhabi, Qatar and Bahrain. Indeed, one of the 
U.S. Navy's most important bases happens to be located in 
Bahrain, a majority Shiite Gulf archipelago that Iran already 
claims as its own. Ever since the protest movement was 
violently quashed there last year, the Navy has been 
considering moving its Fifth Fleet from Manama, Bahrain's 
capital, to Qatar. 

The embargo imposed by the EU last week will affect a 
fifth of Iran's oil exports. "Should separate U.S. sanctions 
succeed (in coercing) Japan and South Korea to stop their 
imports from Iran, Tehran will literally be paralyzed," analyst 
Joseph Kechichian wrote in an op-ed piece published last 
Thursday in the Dubai-based English daily Gulf News. In that 
case, he adds, India and China would be "in a position to 
demand sharp discounts" for oil, thereby obligating Iran "to 
dump its remaining oil production at discount prices." 

That would hit Iran hard. In retaliation, Iran's parliament 
announced last week its intensions to immediately halt all oil 
deliveries to EU member states. Although other oil-supplying 
countries have already announced they will help should the 
threat materialize, the boycott would particularly have 
negative effects on Italy and Greece. "Europe will burn in the 
fire of Iran's oil wells," said Nasser Soudani , a member of the 
parliament's energy committee on Wednesday. 

Of course, the threat might be nothing more than 
theatrical posturing, bluffing and swaggering in the run-up to 
eventual negotiations. Indeed, both sides are aware of the 
dangers of a new war in the Gulf. But if there is a ticking time 
bomb, it has undoubtedly been set to explode on the day the 
European oil embargo goes into effect. That is July 1, 2012. 

View Gallery (10 Photos) 
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13. U.S. Primed For 'World's Fastest' Torpedo In Gulf Confrontation 
(LONDON TIMES (UK) 01 FEB 12) ... Michael Evans 

The U.S. Navy is preparing for highstakes brinkmanship 
in naval exercises by the Iranian Revolutionary Guard in the 
Strait of Hormuz this month. 

When the EU approved sanctions on January 23, Iran 
repeated its threat to retaliate by closing the strait, which 
carries a fifth of the world's oil — not only exports from Iran, 
but from Saudi Arabia, Iraq and the UAE. Tehran's messages 
about the seriousness of its threat have, however, been mixed. 

If Iran blocked the strait with mines, the Pentagon 
estimates that clearing it would take months, severely 
disrupting oil supplies. 

Experts believe that 1,000 mines would suffice to block 
the strait, which is 34 miles wide at its narrowest, and that the 
Revolutionary Guards have stockpiled about 2,000. 

As Iranian rhetoric intensified last month in response to 
EU sanctions, the U.S. Navy moved a second carrier group, 
led by the USS Abraham Lincoln, into the Gulf to join the 
USS Carl Vinson. But Iran's Russian-designed "carrier killer" 

torpedoes are a serious threat. The Shkval, known in Farsi as a 
Hoot, or whale, is four times faster than a conventional 
torpedo. Experts said that two well-aimed Hoots could sink an 
American aircraft carrier. 

"But it depends on the skills of the operators. It's one 
thing to have the fastest torpedo in the world but another to 
operate it properly," said Rob Hewson, a weapons expert with 
Jane's Information Group. He added: "The best way to defend 
against the Shkval is to sink the vessel carrying it." 

The Revolutionary Guards have their own naval force, 
mostly composed of hundreds of fast missile boats. Its tactic, 
judging by past operations, is to "swarm" the enemy defences 
with multiple attacks from different directions. It is 
asymmetric warfare on a grand scale. 

Iran's conventional navy is not considered a great threat 
by the U.S. fleet, either on or below the surface. Radars on its 
larger warships are not sophisticated and the U.S. Navy would 
easily see off its Kilo class submarines. 

Return to Index 
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14. Group Urges Credible U.S. Military Threat To Iran 
(REUTERS 01 FEB 12) ... Arshad Mohammed 

WASHINGTON -- The United States should deploy 
ships, step up covert activities and sharpen its rhetoric to make 
more credible the threat of a U.S. military strike to stop Iran's 
nuclear program, a bipartisan group said on Wednesday. 

Former U.S. politicians, generals and officials said in a 
report that the best chance of stopping Iran's suspected pursuit 
of nuclear weapons was to make clear American willingness 
to use force, although it stopped short of advocating military 
action. 

The report by a Bipartisan Policy Center (BPC) task force 
of Democrats, Republicans and independents is to be formally 
issued on Wednesday and comes amid speculation about the 
possibility of an Israeli military strike against Iran. 

There is little evidence to suggest that U.S. President 
Barack Obama has any significant interest in the possibility of 
a military strike against Iran, though his administration has 
repeatedly said that all options are on the table. 

To a lesser degree there has also been debate about a U.S. 
attack, an idea advocated by former Pentagon defense planner 
Matthew Kroenig in his recent Foreign Affairs Magazine 
article, "Time to Attack Iran: Why a Strike Is the Least Bad 
Option." 

The BPC report's central thesis is that to persuade Iran to 
address questions about its nuclear program via negotiations, 
economic sanctions must be accompanied by a credible threat 
of military attack against Iran's nuclear facilities. 

"The United States needs to make clear that Iran faces a 
choice: it can either abandon its nuclear program through a 
negotiated arrangement or have its program destroyed 
militarily by the United States or Israel," said the report, 
entitled "Meeting the Challenge: Stopping the Clock." 

Credible Threat 
Tensions between Iran and the West have grown as the 

United States and its European allies have tightened economic 
sanctions by targeting the oil exports that drive the Iranian 
economy. 

The United States, and many of its European allies, 
suspect that Iran is using its civilian nuclear program as a 
cover to develop the atomic bomb. Iran denies this, saying that 
its program is solely for civilian uses such as power 
generation. 

The BPC is a nonprofit policy group founded by 
prominent Republicans and Democrats that seeks to promote 
policy-making that can draw support from both major U.S. 
political parties. 

Among its specific recommendations, the report calls for: 

 strengthening the United States "declaratory policy" 
to make clear its willingness to use force rather than 
permit Iran to acquire nuclear weapons; 

 intensifying covert activities by U.S. and foreign 
intelligence agencies to disrupt Iran's nuclear 
program; 

 bolstering the presence of the U.S. Fifth Fleet in the 
Gulf and the Gulf of Oman by deploying an 
additional carrier battle group and minesweepers off 
Iran, conducting broad military exercises in the 
region with allies, and prepositioning supplies for the 
possibility of military action against Iran; 

 strengthening the ability of U.S. allies such as Saudi 
Arabia, the world's largest oil exporter, to ship oil out 
of the region without using the Strait of Hormuz, 
which Iran has threatened to close in retaliation for 
Western sanctions; 

 and amplifying U.S. efforts to strengthen the 
militaries of countries in the region such as Saudi 
Arabia, Kuwait, Oman and the United Arab Emirates 
through arms sales. 

Should these steps fail to dissuade Iran from its suspected 
pursuit of nuclear weapons, the report urges the United States 
to consider a "quarantine" to block refined petroleum imports 
by Iran, which is heavily dependent on gasoline refined 
abroad. 

As a last resort, the group asserts that the U.S. military 
has the ability to launch "an effective surgical strike against 
Iran's nuclear program." 

Disentangle The U.S. Military 
Obama's broader foreign policy has sought to disentangle 

the U.S. military from its commitments in the Muslim world. 
He decided to withdraw all U.S. troops from Iraq last year and 
aims to wind up the U.S. combat mission in Afghanistan in 
2014. 

Obama opposed his predecessor George W. Bush's 2003 
invasion of Iraq, a decision the Bush administration chiefly 
justified by citing intelligence that Iraq had weapons of mass 
destruction. No such weapons were subsequently found. 

Without explicitly calling for an attack on Iran, the report 
says such a strike would include an air campaign of several 
weeks to target key military and nuclear installations, 
accompanied by the U.S. special forces on the ground. 

"A military strike would delay Iran's acquisition of 
nuclear capability but not eliminate it," the report said. 

"Still, policymakers need to consider whether delaying 
Iran's program in the short term would allow Washington to 
take advantage of that space to stop Iran's nuclear program 
altogether," it added without explaining how this might 
happen. 

"It is also possible that the delays and increased costs that 
a devastating strike would impose on Iran's nuclear program 
might be followed by a different set of dynamics that would 
cause or compel the Iranian leadership to change course," it 
said. 

The report acknowledged a strike would carry many risks, 
including higher oil prices, possible Iranian retaliation against 
U.S. military installations, support of "terrorist" operations 
against U.S. interests and potential attacks on Iraq. 

Former U.S. Senator Chuck Robb, a Virginia Democrat, 
told Reuters the group chose not to explicitly advocate 
military action in part because it did not want to turn what he 
described as a "reasoned, thoughtful approach into, 'This is 
bombs away.'" 

Having repeatedly said that a nuclear-armed Iran would 
be unacceptable to the United States, Robb said that to be 
unwilling to take military action would undercut U.S. 
credibility. 

"Our credibility is very much on the line," he said. "We 
believe that we have to be credible with respect to the kinetic 
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option. We need to provide evidence that we are preparing to take that option if necessary." 
Return to Index 
 

15. French Warships In Libya To Train Navy, Demine Oil Ports 
(REUTERS 31 JAN 12) ... Oliver Holmes 

Two French warships arrived at Tripoli's port on Tuesday 
carrying navy crewmen who will train the Libyan navy and 
help demine oil ports, a Libyan defense ministry official said. 

Foreign states are worried about the Libyan interim 
government's capacity to secure its Mediterranean coast, 
which could be used as a gateway into Europe for arms 
traffickers, al Qaeda insurgents and illegal migrants. 

"The military ships arrived today to Tripoli to train our 
officers in the Libyan navy and to help us in equipping our 
navy in order to maintain the security of our shores," defense 
ministry spokesman Ahmed Bani said at Tripoli's military 
port. 

"These minesweepers arrived from France to help our 
officers clear the oil ports because they have been heavily 
mined by the former regime to prevent people exporting 
Libyan oil," Bani said. 

Tripoli's military port is a graveyard for Libyan warships, 
which were bombed by NATO during the 2011 civil war in 
which longtime leader Muammar Gaddafi was ousted and 
killed in a pro-democracy revolution. 

Now the Libyan government is trying to rebuild its navy 
and make sure that it ports are safe to export oil, the country's 
main earner. 

Libya holds Africa's largest oil reserves. Before the 
uprising, Libya pumped some 1.6 million bpd, but civil war 
brought flows to a standstill, cutting off exports of around 1.3 
million to the international market. 

Oil output has now risen to 1.3 million bpd. 
In December, French army chief of staff Admiral Edouard 

Guillaud said that France was ready to offer military training 
to Libya and is examining ways to boost its co-operation with 
the new government. 
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16. Mine Hunter Ships Expected To Arrive From U.S. Midyear: Report 
(CHINA POST (TAIWAN) 01 FEB 12) 

TEIPEI - Two refurbished Osprey-class mine clearance 
ships that Taiwan previously acquired from the United States 
are expected to be delivered to the Republic of China Navy in 
the middle of this year, according to a Central News Agency 
report yesterday. 

The two mine hunters, the USS Oriole and USS Falcon, 
were both decommissioned by the U.S. navy in June 2006. 

The pair of vessels come from a total of 12 mine-hunters 
built for the U.S. Navy by Northrop Grumman Ship Systems 
of New Orleans and Inter marine of Savannah. The ships were 
commissioned between 1993 and 1999, the report said. 

The Osprey-class ships are designed to find, classify, and 
destroy moored and bottom naval mines from vital waterways. 
They use sonar and video systems, cable cutters and a mine 
detonating device that can be released and detonated by 
remote control. 

Surrounded by seas and under threat from across the 
Taiwan strait, the local government has been seeking the 

Osprey-class ships since 2001 to boost its mine-hunting 
capabilities. 

The two vessels are part of a U.S.$6.4 billion arms 
package to Taiwan that U.S. President Barack Obama 
approved in 2010. 

In preparation for the arrival of the new vessels, the Navy 
sent several personnel to the U.S. more than a year ago to 
conduct related training, the report quoted unidentified 
military source of making the comments. The personnel 
became familiar with the refurbishment process of the ships as 
well as their designs, and how to sail the vessels, the source 
said. 

The scheduled delivery is expected to take place around 
mid-2012, the source said, adding that the R.O.C. Navy will 
be holding a ceremony to welcome the coming aboard of the 
new mine-hunters. 

The Osprey-class ships will join the Navy's current mine-
hunting vessel fleet, which currently relies on a total of eight 
minesweepers; all were built over decades ago. 
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17. Report Calls For U.S. To Send More Nuclear Vessels 
(NEW ZEALAND HERALD 01 FEB 12) ... Greg Ansley 

Defence planners want the United States to operate more 
nuclear submarines and aircraft carriers out of Australian navy 
bases as power shifts to the Asia-Pacific region. 

The advice by former defence secretaries Allan Hawke 
and Ric Smith is in a preliminary report on the nation's 
defence future, the final report due to flow into a 2014 defence 
white paper. 

It will join the findings of an Australia-U.S. group 
working on linking reviews in both countries that will increase 
cooperation in the region. 

The Hawke-Smith report says it's too soon to judge the 
full implications of future U.S. moves, but the working group 

is looking at a greater combined naval presence and more U.S. 
ships and equipment in Australian ports and facilities. 

President Barack Obama and Prime Minister Julia Gillard 
have already announced major increases in U.S. operations in 
Australia, including six-month deployments of a 2500-strong 
marine taskforce in the Northern Territory and more training 
and visits by American warships and strike aircraft. 

The Hawke-Smith report says that faced with Pacific 
power shifts, Australia must boost cooperation and 
engagement with the U.S. and other regional partners. 

Australia regards the U.S. as its most important defence 
partner and the alliance as a guarantor of both regional 
stability and the nation's own security. 
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Some analysts believe the Government also sees greater 
U.S. presence in Australia as a potential tripwire for American 
intervention in the event of attack, at present limited by self-
interest and the Guam doctrine requiring countries to tend to 
their own defence. 

The only time Australia sought U.S. help under the 
ANZUS treaty, in the 1960s face off with Indonesia, it was 
refused. 

The Hawke-Smith report said Australia should expand its 
Stirling naval base near Perth, both for its own growing fleet 
of warships and submarines and for American nuclear vessels. 

In the longer term, a new base could be built in the east, 
probably Queensland, for the navy's new amphibious ships 
and planned new submarines, and to allow further U.S. 
operations. 

The report noted that Brisbane was rated for nuclear-
powered warships. 

Although Washington is secretive about its submarine 
operations and refuses to confirm or deny the presence of 
nuclear weapons, U.S. submarines visit the Stirling base and a 
Los Angeles class fast attack vessel, nuclear-powered and able 
to fire Tomahawk cruise missiles, took part in last year's big 
Talisman Sabre exercise off Queensland and the Northern 
Territory. 

Faced with the rise of China and India, the U.S. is 
swinging its focus from Europe, insulating the Pacific from 
military budget cuts of U.S.$487 billion ($603 billion) over 
the next decade. 

While it will prune the army and marines, and trim its 
navy by retiring warships earlier than planned, the U.S. will 

keep its 11 aircraft carriers, six of which are in the Pacific 
Fleet. The fleet also includes more than 30 ballistic missile 
and attack nuclear submarines. 

The Hawke-Smith report said a key Australian focus was 
increased defence visibility in the north to counter perceptions 
of weakness, and to overcome potential problems defending a 
region that holds vast mineral and energy reserves, including 
huge natural gas projects in Western Australia. 

The report also recommends boosting capacity at other 
bases in Darwin and Cairns, and increased navy use of 
commercial ports such as Exmouth, Dampier, Port Hedland 
and Broome. 

And some northern air force bases should also be beefed 
up to handle large transports and the planned new joint strike 
fighters, it said. 

Increased cooperation with New Zealand was also 
important, Australia's global commitments such as 
Afghanistan needing to be balanced with its prime 
responsibility of defending the continent and dealing with 
crises in the region. 

"If there's a difficulty in the South Pacific, whether 
stability, security, hum-anitarian assistance or disaster relief, 
the world looks to Australia to lead the response together with 
New Zealand," Defence Minister Stephen Smith said. 

The report also said Australia might have to up its 
Antarctic presence as competition for resources grew, maybe 
with ice-hardened warships similar to New Zealand's offshore 
patrol vessels. 
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18. F-35, Eurofighter Typhoon And Silent Eagle Competing For Next-Generation ROK Fighter Jet 
Project 

(SBS NEWS (S.KOREA) 31 JAN 12) 
SOEUL - Candidates for the next-generation ROK fighter 

jet project are Silent Eagle of the U.S. Boeing, F-35 
Lightening II of the U.S. Lockheed Martin Corporation along 
with Eurofighter Typhoon of the European Aeronautic 
Defense and Space Company (EADS). 

Experts believe that F-35 Lightening II have an edge in 
stealth capabilities which cannot be detected by radars. Japan 
selected F-35 as its next-generation fighter jet. F-35 
Lightening II is an improved model of F-22 Raptor, the most 
advanced stealth aircraft. 

F-35 has a maximum speed of Mach 1.6 and reaches 
2,200 kilometers. However, F-35 has never been dispatched to 
actual battles. In addition, the per-unit price of F-35 is 200 
billion KRW. 

Eurofighter Typhoon, jointly developed by European 
countries, showed its capabilities by participating in a NATO 
air raid in Libya. 

Eurofighter Typhoon has a maximum speed of Mach 2 
and reaches 3,800 kilometers; however, stealth capabilities of 
Eurofighter Typhoon are weaker than those of F-35. The 
EADS has pledged a full technology transfer including ROK 
domestic productions of fifty Eurofighter Typhoons. 

Silent Eagle is a proposed upgrade of F-15 by Boeing 
using stealth features. The maximum speed of Silent Eagle 
reaches Mach 2.5. Components of Silent Eagle are compatible 
with those of F15-K, the main aircraft of the ROK Air Force. 

Saab, a Swedish company with Gripen fighter jets, 
expressed its willingness to participate in the bid for the ROK 
fighter jet project. 

F-35 in performance, Typhoon in technology transfer and 
Silent Eagle in price respectively received high scores. The 
winner of the bid will be announced this October. 

Return to Index 
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19. Falkland Islands: Royal Navy Packs Considerable Punch, Warns William Hague 
William Hague, the Foreign Secretary, has warned that the Royal Navy still 'packs a considerable punch' as 
HMS Dauntless was deployed to the Falkland Islands. 
(THE TELEGRAPH (UK) 31 JAN 12) ... Thomas Harding 

The Navy’s most sophisticated warship is being sent to 
the South Atlantic in a move that will send a powerful 
message to Argentina. 

Dauntless will set sail for the Falkland Islands in the 
coming weeks armed with a battery of missiles that could 
"take out all of South America's fighter aircraft let alone 
Argentina's," according to one Navy source. 

Although Mr. Hague played down the deployment he said 
the ship was a "formidable vessel.” 

The Type 45 destroyer is the most advanced anti-aircraft 
and anti-ballistic ship in the world equipped with 48 Sea Viper 
missiles and the Sampson radar, which is more advanced than 
Heathrow air traffic control 

The ship is in a league of its own in air defence, able to 
track dozens of multiple targets. 

"It can shoot down Argentine fighters as soon as they take 
off from their bases," said another Navy source. "This will 
give Buenos Aires serious pause for thought." 

The deployment, expected in late March, comes as 
Argentina has stepped up its sabre rattling over possession of 
the islands with a ban on all Falkland registered ships in South 
American ports. 

Tension between Britain and Argentina over the disputed 
South Atlantic islands has been rising again as the 30th 
anniversary of the war approaches and British companies drill 
for oil in waters surrounding the islands. 

Jeremy Browne, the British Foreign Office minister 
responsible for relations with Latin America, is due to visit the 
islands in June to take part in the commemoration of Britain's 
recapture of the islands from occupying Argentine troops. 

Browne said he hoped his week-long visit would not 
annoy Argentina, which has already accused Britain of acting 
provocatively by announcing that Prince William, second in 
line to the British throne, will be deployed to the islands this 
year as an RAF search-and-rescue helicopter pilot. 

"I hope they will see it for what it is, which is a 
recognition of the valour and sacrifice of British soldiers and 
the Falkland islanders themselves in the liberation of the 
islands 30 years ago and also a wider commemoration of the 
sacrifice made more generally, including by Argentinians," he 
said. 

Browne is the first minister from Britain's 20-month-old 
coalition government to announce plans to visit the islands and 
will be the first Foreign Office minister to go there since 2008. 

London has controlled the islands, about 300 miles (480 
km) off the southern Argentine coast, since 1833. In 1982, 

Britain sent a naval force and thousands of troops to reclaim 
the islands after Argentine forces occupied them. About 650 
Argentine and 255 British troops died in the 10-week conflict. 

David Cameron has responded that the sovereignty of the 
islands is not for negotiation. 

After Argentine President Cristina Fernandez described 
Britain last year as a "crass colonial power in decline" for 
refusing to hold talks over the islands, Cameron retorted this 
month by accusing Argentina of "colonialism.” 

Browne said there was scope for a "more productive" 
relationship between Britain and Argentina in areas such as 
trade, climate change and economic cooperation, including in 
the G20 group of leading economies to which both countries 
belong. 

"But we are not about to forfeit our belief in the right of 
self-determination of the Falkland islands' people ... in order to 
engender that relationship," he said. 

Sending the £1 billion Dauntless on her first mission to 
the area will reinforce Britain’s position, although it will cause 
difficulties for the Foreign Office which is trying to downplay 
the rhetoric. 

Admiral Lord West, the former First Sea Lord and 
Falklands veteran, said the Type 45 has an “amazing anti-air 
warfare capability.” 

He also sent a warning to the Buenos Aires government. 
“Should there be any foolish nonsense from Argentina, 
Dauntless can sit just off the airfield and take down any 
aircraft coming in. It’s a game-changing capability.” 

A Navy Spokesman said: “The Royal Navy has had a 
continuous presence in the South Atlantic for many years. The 
deployment of HMS Dauntless to the South Atlantic has been 
long planned, is entirely routine and replaces another ship on 
patrol." 

Dauntless will replace the ageing Type 23 frigate 
Montrose. 

Earlier this month the Navy sent Daring, the first Type 45, 
to the Arabian Gulf as tensions with Iran increase. 

Argentina last night denounced what it called a 
“militarization” of the dispute. 

A statement from the foreign ministry also expressed 
regret over the news earlier this month that the Duke of 
Cambridge would be sent to the islands on a six-week mission 
as a rescue pilot this year. 

View Clip (RT: 2:08) 
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PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
20. More School For New SWOs 
Expanded 2-month course will teach ensigns the basics before sea duty 
(NAVY TIMES 06 FEB 12) ... Sam Fellman 

Ensigns soon will hit the fleet a little better prepared. Starting this year, ensigns will attend a two-month 
introductory course in either Norfolk, Va., or San Diego that 
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focuses on the basics of leadership and shiphandling before 
they report to their first ship. The move expands on the present 
four-week course taught in both locations and signals a return 
to the schoolhouse training that was largely replaced by CD-
ROMs almost a decade ago. 

The intent is to provide the fleet with ensigns schooled in 
the basics and relieve the teaching burden on already stretched 
crews, according to the head of the Surface Warfare Officers 
School in Newport, R.I. 

“We want to standardize it for every ensign, no matter 
what the commissioning source is,” said Capt. Neil Parrott, 
who added the goal was to “level that playing field … as 
they’re heading out to the ships and remove the training 
burden of those ensigns from the ships.” Most of this year’s 
crop of ensigns will not go through the new pipeline. A pilot 
class will start in October or sooner, depending on staffing and 
facilities. 

The longer course is essentially an “A” school for surface 
officers. It will feature courses on maintenance, paperwork 

and leadership along with more time on shiphandling 
simulators. Sometime in 2013, likely six to nine months after 
the pilot, Parrott said, the two-month intro will become 
standard for all of the roughly 800 ensigns who join the fleet 
each year. 

Classroom training for new surface warfare officers has 
dwindled over the past decade. In 2003, the surface Navy 
began sending ensigns straight to their ships instead of routing 
them through SWOS for about five or six months. Instead, 
their education consisted of on-the-job training and CD-ROMs 
until they earned their officer-of-the-deck letter a year or so 
into their tour. After that milestone, they attended a three-
week finishing school at SWOS. 

After signs the fleet’s professional and maintenance 
standards were slipping emerged in 2008, officials ordered the 
Afloat Training Group to provide basic training to new 
ensigns. That four-week course is taken within their first three 
months onboard their first ship, Parrott said. 
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21. Special Warfare Stays The Course 
As conventional forces leave, SEALs prepare to work with less support 
(NAVY TIMES 06 FEB 12) ... Gidget Fuentes 

SAN DIEGO — While the military services scale back 
combat deployments in Afghanistan starting next year and 
pivot to other global threats, Navy SEALs and special warfare 
units will continue to deploy and operate at the tip of the 
spear, the top Navy SEALs told a defense industry conference 
here. 

Those battlefields likely will be new ground for Navy 
SEALs and other special operations forces that for the past 
decade have been thick in the fight in Iraq and Afghanistan. 

“SOF expects to stay forward and do their work,” said 
Rear Adm. Sean Pybus, who heads Naval Special Warfare 
Command at Naval Amphibious Base Coronado, Calif. 

“My intent is to reinvest in those areas that we left a 
number of years ago and get back up to those levels that those 
commanders need in order to do their business.” Pybus spoke 
Jan. 25 at the annual Armed Forces Communications 
Electronics Association and U.S. Naval Institute “West 2012” 
conference, held Jan. 24-26 in San Diego. Forward-deployed 
special operations forces will be “at or above current levels, 
while a good part of other U.S. conventional services come 
home, stay home or draw down,” he said. “SOF will constitute 
a higher percentage of U.S. forces deployed forward.” “We 
will never meet full demand,” he added, alluding to the 
continued recruiting push to fill billets in a community that 
has sustained high deployment tempo. “We are a special 
operations force. There is a point at which growth erodes our 
ability to do special operations and to think in unconventional 
ways.” While Afghanistan has been the primary focus, Pybus 
said, some of the 1,200 naval special warfare personnel 
deployed and doing missions ranging from counterterrorism to 
village stability operations were operating in 20 other 
countries. 

As they plan for that tactical shift of spec ops forces and 
missions, commanders must readjust the presence that will 
remain in Afghanistan, where U.S. forces will shrink by 
December from 100,000 to 68,000. That smaller force in 
Afghanistan, however, will mean SEALs and other SOF units 

would deploy and operate “without support that we previously 
enjoyed or needed,” Pybus said. “That impacts the force for 
those who stay. That is medical, communications, intelligence, 
logistical support — all of those things critical to survival and 
success.” But officials hope to close that gap with more 
investment in intelligence and communications systems, 
particularly those that provide small teams of commandos and 
specialized support personnel more capabilities in high-threat 
environments. 

“For a small element that is more alone out there,” said 
Pybus, “it’s got to be able to reach back, to communicate, to 
bring other capabilities to bear [and] to move, so we are taking 
harder looks on how we do that for our forces.” 

Those real and virtual “lifelines” that provide 
communications, medical support and transport are “critical,” 
he added. “They cannot fail. They have to be foolproof.” 

Pybus applauded the Navy’s decision last year to dedicate 
two helicopter squadrons — Navy Helicopter Combat Support 
Squadrons 84 and 85 — to provide NSW with rotary-wing 
training and operational support. Pybus said that the shift of 
combat rotary-wing capability that’s been provided in Iraq 
“remains in the theater. They’ve done a lot of great work with 
SOF and naval special warfare units.” 

Navy SEALs and other NSW units will be part of the 
military’s shift toward the Asia-Pacific region and a stronger 
global maritime capability, Pybus said. 

“Naval special warfare needs to ... reinforce NSW ties to 
the larger Navy and the Marine Corps,” he said. “My intent is 
to look for new opportunities.” These, he said, will include 
work-ups in Virginia, reviews of operational plans for SOF 
contributions, increased exercising of command and control in 
a joint or combined environment “and a deeper collaboration 
with U.S. naval forces in the long term.” Much like the bigger 
fleet, he said, NSW will begin “to reconstitute its own global 
presence, so we want to take best advantage of this particular 
relationship for the future. It will be important.” 
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22. Vaccination Program Appears To Reduce Respiratory Infections Among Recruits 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 31 JAN 12) ... Jonathan E. Friedman, Naval Medical Center Portsmouth Public Affairs 

NORTH CHICAGO, Ill. -- Results of giving adenovirus 
vaccinations to U.S. Navy recruits last October were released 
Jan. 30, and looked positive. 

After a 10-year manufacturing hiatus, the Captain James 
A. Lovell Federal Health Care Center (FHCC) reinstituted 
giving the vaccine to minimize the symptoms of febrile upper 
respiratory infection. 

The average number of infection cases among recruits in 
2010 was 93 per week. In 2011, the average was 87 per week. 
In the first month of 2012, that average was reduced to 23 per 
week. 

In the first week following the vaccination, the rate of 
febrile upper respiratory infections went from 105 to 63 cases. 
The next week, it went to 26. After that, there were only 11 
recruits who were treated for febrile upper respiratory 
infection. The vaccine had effectively cut the number of cases 
by 89.5 percent. 

"The results are undeniable when you look at the 
numbers," said Lt. Cmdr. Carolyn Winningham, Lovell FHCC 
preventive medicine officer. "The vaccine is fast, effective and 
safe. At the end of the day, our job is about keeping U.S. Navy 
recruits healthy and in training. So, for us, the adenovirus 
vaccine has been a huge success." 

According to the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention, the vaccine, has been approved by the Food and 
Drug Administration for Department of Defense personnel 
entering basic training. 

Military basic training settings offer a distinctive 
environment for adenovirus to be transmitted. Prior to the 
vaccine, the close-quarters atmosphere would often allow an 
illness to spread quickly, resulting in missed training for the 
recruits. In turn, if a recruit is sick for too long, expensive 
training time may need to be lengthened. 

While the two-pill vaccination is costly at $111 per dose, 
its effectiveness keeps healthy recruits coming into the U.S. 
Navy without medical delays. 

According to Lovell FHCC Head of Occupational Health 
Medicine Mark Lesko, the Department of Defense invested 
approximately $100 million over a 10-year period to bring the 
vaccine back to military recruits and basic trainees. Lesko 
explained that recruits have been receiving the vaccine for 
roughly 25 years, ending in the late 1990s when the original 
manufacture ceased production of the vaccine due to cost 
effectiveness. 

Although not currently available to the general public, 
Winningham points out that there are many proactive 
measures that can be taken to reduce the spread of febrile 
upper respiratory infection. 

"I'm sure many parents would want this type of vaccine 
for their family members," explained Winningham. 
"Unfortunately, it's just not available at this time. That said, 
there are still many preventive measures that each person can 
take, including hand washing and practicing social 
distancing." 

Winningham explained that social distancing is a practice 
of maintaining distance from those who are currently ill, 
which may include staying home from school or work when 
sick, coughing or sneezing into a sleeve or tissue, or remaining 
six to eight feet from people who have a virus. 

While the results do appear promising, Lesko points out 
that the long-term outcomes must be monitored. 

"The reinstatement of this vaccine is certainly a public 
health milestone for the Department of Defense," said Lesko. 
"All indications for us show that adenovirus is effectively 
gone from our recruit community, and we'll be monitoring to 
ensure that continues." 

The Captain James A. Lovell Federal Health Care Center 
is the nation's first fully integrated medical facility between 
the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs and the Department 
of Defense. Established Oct. 1, 2010, the facility integrates all 
medical care into a federal health care center with a single 
combined VA and Navy mission, serving military members, 
veterans, military family members and retirees. 
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23. Navy Region Southwest Culinary Specialists Compete 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 31 JAN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Michael Feddersen, Navy Region Southwest Public 
Affairs 

SAN DIEGO -- Sailors participated in the fifth annual 
Navy Region Southwest Culinary Competition at Naval 
Amphibious Base Coronado Jan. 30. 

The competition allowed the six participating teams to 
showcase their talents, creativity and culinary skills. Teams 
had two hours to prepare two entrees of chicken and beef 
tenderloin. The contestants also had to work the secret 
ingredient of coconut into each of the dishes. 

"These guys are always cooking ridiculous amounts of 
food, so I think it's cool to take them out of that big food 
environment and put them in a spot where they are going to 
specialize in a couple of small plates of food," said celebrity 
judge Sam "The Cooking Guy" Zien. 

Judging of the dishes was based on taste, knife work, 
cooking method, presentation and proper safety and sanitation. 

"It gives you appreciation for what our culinary 
specialists can do and how creative they can be," said Naval 
Base Coronado Commanding Officer Capt. Yancy Lindsey, a 
competition judge. 

Out of the six two-person teams participating, Culinary 
Specialist 2nd Class Sophia Palafox and Culinary Specialist 
2nd Class Ruel Sulandgi from Naval Base San Diego came 
out on top. 

"It's a real blessing to be taking home first place this 
year," said Palafox. "We put a lot of thought and heart into it. 
We really gave our all to show what we have and what we 
have to offer. It feels really good to see all our hard work pay 
off." 

Palafox and Sulandgi have competed multiple times, but 
this is the first time they have placed first. 
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"We didn't know if we were going to compete in another 
competition after this, so we have a lot of studying and 
practicing to do to see if we can win the next one," said 
Palafox. 

All six teams were rewarded for their efforts with knife 
sets and garnishing kits. The top three teams also won gifts 
cards, and the top two teams won bicycles. 

The competition included teams from around the region, 
including Naval Base Coronado, Naval Base San Diego, 
Naval Air Station Lemoore, Naval Base Point Loma, Naval 
Base Ventura County and Naval Air Station Fallon. 

Palafox and Sulandgi will now represent Navy Region 
Southwest in the Navywide Navy Installations Command 
Culinary Competition in Washington D.C. later this year. 

The Navy's more than 7,000 culinary specialists (CS), 
deployed around the globe, feed on average more than 92 
million wholesome and nutritious meals per year, ensuring the 

Navy's fighting forces operate at peak performance and are 
ready to respond to threats worldwide. Navy commanding 
officers agree that nothing impacts Sailors on a day-to-day 
basis more than the food CSs prepare for them; they believe 
these top quality meals contribute directly to Sailor quality of 
life and morale. Today's CSs have greater culinary instruction 
than ever before. With even more advanced training on the 
way, Sailors, both afloat and ashore, can look forward to even 
healthier and better-tasting meals in the near future. 

Broadcast Clip - Top Chop Mid-Atlantic Region 
Galley Competition 

(YOUTUBE 31 JAN 12) U.S. Navy 
The "inside scoop" from the fourth annual "Top Chop" 

Mid-Atlantic Region Galley competition recently held at Joint 
Expeditionary Base Little Creek-Fort Story. 
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24. DoD Official Discusses Unified Health System 
(NAVY TIMES 31 JAN 12) ... Patricia Kime 

A unified military health agency that would combine the 
services’ medical commands into one headquarters would not 
produce substantial savings, but it could create a more 
efficient organization that would serve patients better and 
eventually reduce costs, said Dr. Jonathan Woodson, assistant 
secretary of defense health affairs. 

Speaking to more than 4,000 guests at the Military Health 
System Conference near Washington, D.C., on Tuesday, 
Woodson said a Pentagon task force examined the question of 
a unified command in 2011 — a topic that has been studied 
“16 times in the last 40 years” — and found that realignment 
itself would not produce great savings. 

But it would “create a more agile, responsive and efficient 
mechanism for making decisions,” he said. 

“We could eliminate our headquarters entirely if it were 
possible, and it would hardly make a dent in our overall 
budget. Our major opportunities for cost control lie in 
optimizing the use of our purchase and direct care systems to 
manage care,” Woodson said. 

In the lead-up to enactment of the fiscal 2012 Defense 
Authorization Act, House lawmakers proposed creating a 
unified command to oversee all Defense Department medical 
operations. 

The proposal, which was dropped from the final 
legislation, would have created a four-star command with 
three subcommands — one overseeing military treatment 
facilities; another responsible for training, education, research 
and development; and a third to oversee Tricare. 

Air Force and Navy officials have gone on record 
opposing the idea; former Army Surgeon General Lt. Gen. 
Eric Schoomaker, who retired last week, said in 2011 that his 
service was willing to consider it. 

In the past six years, the Base Closure and Realignment 
Commission streamlined the military medical commands in 
two key areas: in Washington D.C., where Walter Reed Army 
Medical Center and the National Naval Medical Center 
merged to become the Walter Reed National Military Medical 
Center, Bethesda; and in San Antonio, where Wilford Hall and 
Brooke Army Medical Centers combined as the San Antonio 
Military Medical Center. 

Among the concerns of military personnel and physicians 
about a unified command is the potential loss of culture 
unique to the military services. “Our members join their 
services because there is something about that service, its 
culture, that draws them. Integrate wounded warrior care, but 
keep our service cultures,” Lt. Col Michael Wall, officer in 
charge of Wounded Warrior Battalion East said during a 
forum on integrated care. 

In addition to considering the implications of a unified 
health command, the military health system in the next two 
years will focus on four initiatives, Woodson said: 

 Continued enrollment of beneficiaries in the military 
medical homes system of care. 

 A multi-year initiative to reduce tobacco use and curb 
obesity in family members and the retired population. 

 Adoption of a new patient safety model. 

 Increased focus on innovation, encouraging 
personnel to step forward with ideas and 
implementation. 

Woodson said the military health system also needs to 
encourage beneficiaries to use military treatment facilities, 
which provide care for patients at lower cost to the Pentagon. 

About 4.5 million of 7.7 Tricare beneficiaries use military 
hospitals and clinics for their health care needs. 
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25. Navy Safe Harbor Member Shares PTSD Journey 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 31 JAN 12) ... Navy Safe Harbor Public Affairs 

Washington -- A Navy officer diagnosed with post-
traumatic stress disorder (PTSD) shared his personal 
experiences with PTSD during an interview Jan. 30. 

Lt. Chet Frith was diagnosed with PTSD in 2011, after 
returning from a one-year deployment to Iraq as an Individual 
Augmentee (IA). 
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"I used to be part of the problem," Frith recalled. "I didn't 
believe PTSD was a real condition, and honestly, I thought 
people were making it up." 

He currently serves as a non-medical care manager for 
Navy Safe Harbor, the Navy and Coast Guard's wounded 
warrior support program at Naval Hospital Jacksonville, Fla. 

"After spending a year in a combat zone, you can't return 
the same person," Frith said. "Your brain is wired differently. 
You experience so many close calls that you become 
emotionally numb. In combat, that numbness, as well as 
demonstrating constant vigilance, makes you brave and strong. 
When you return home in that mindset, you are considered 
abnormal." 

Frith first noticed possible symptoms of PTSD one month 
after his return from Iraq. During a family visit to Sea World, 
he felt overwhelmed by the crowds and confined spaces. Soon, 
he began experiencing disturbing nightmares, and nearly every 
excursion outside his home became mentally exhausting 
because he could not relax. 

Frith described his struggle with PTSD during the early 
months of his transition as "isolating." 

"Because I was deployed individually - as an IA - and I 
returned on my own, I felt isolated," he said. "I didn't come 
home alongside service members who could commiserate with 
my experiences in Iraq. After deployment, I usually stayed in 
my home because there were so many triggers - a loud noise, a 
strange car on the side of the road - that would bring on 
stress." 

Frith credited Dr. Tracy Hejmanowski with helping him 
identify and begin treating his PTSD. Hejmanowski is a 
clinical psychologist at the Naval Hospital Jacksonville 
Deployment Health Center. 

"PTSD has become a lay person's term that unfortunately 
conjures up images of disgruntled and out of control vets," 
said Hejmanowski. "When in fact, these incredibly resilient 
men and women are persevering through much heartache that 
comes from guilt, regret, shame, grief, or fear, yet they 
continue to do amazing things. They are some of the most 
compassionate, loyal, and humble people you will ever meet." 

Hejmanowski said treating PTSD often results in 
remarkable personal growth, and the journey to recovery is 
long only if treatment is avoided for too long. In addition to 
established evidence-based treatments for PTSD, she noted 
various practice-based treatments that have demonstrated a 
great deal of promise, including horse-assisted therapy, PTSD 
service dog training, expressive arts, grief processing, and 
community and veteran volunteerism. 

In November, Frith received Gunner, a PTSD service dog 
from a nonprofit organization. He said during the past few 
months the golden retriever has blended in very well with his 
wife and children, who share his strong attachment to the dog. 

"Gunner has my back when we go out in public," Frith 
said. "Having a dog also forces me to interact with people; 
strangers approach me in public to learn more about Gunner. 
And that helps remind me that there are good people out there, 
people who aren't going to hurt me and my family." 

As a Navy Safe Harbor non-medical care manager, Frith 
provides assistance to seriously wounded, ill, and injured 
Sailors and Coast Guardsmen, as well as their families. His 
caseload includes service members located throughout the 
southeastern United States. 

"Lt. Frith is an outstanding non-medical care manager," 
said Kendall Hillier, assistant operations officer at Navy Safe 
Harbor. "He is caring, thoughtful, and always on top of things. 
I think many of the wounded warriors in his care open up to 
him more readily because of his experiences." 

Frith said his work with Navy Safe Harbor has been 
rewarding, and, in many ways, healing. He feels a special 
connection with service members undergoing treatment for 
PTSD; sometimes, his wife will share her experiences with the 
enrollees' spouses. 

Despite efforts within the military community to increase 
understanding of PTSD, both Frith and Hejmanowski agreed 
that a stigma about the condition and those diagnosed with it 
persists. 

"The stigma remains somewhat because in military and 
warrior culture, strength and bravery are most important," said 
Hejmanowski. "Contrary to what some believe, PTSD is not a 
failure to deal with traumatic events - it is simply what war 
does to our sense of self-identity and our humanity. I've 
worked with some of the most highly trained and experienced 
warriors who have made peace with their demons from war 
and came out stronger from the process." 

"The military has recognized the need to provide access to 
care for PSTD without fear of reprisal, and I've seen it work 
firsthand," she added. 

"In my work, I see so many Sailors, Soldiers, and Marines 
who wait to seek help for PTSD until so much has happened 
that their lives are turned upside down from divorce, legal 
trouble, or problems with their commands," Frith said. "I want 
to encourage them to get help. PTSD is a beatable illness, and 
it will not kill your career." 

"If anything," Frith said, "PTSD has made me a stronger 
person." 

For assistance or resources related to PTSD, service 
members are encouraged to contact the Defense Centers of 
Excellence for Psychological Health and Traumatic Brain 
Injury Outreach Center at 866-966-1020; the FOCUS 
(Families OverComing Under Stress) Project at 
www.focusproject.org; or the National Center for PTSD at 
www.ptsd.va.gov. 
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26. Protective Service Specialist Apprenticeship Available 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 31 JAN 12) ... Darryl Orrell, Center for Security Forces Public Affairs 

VIRGINIA BEACH, Va. -- The newest apprenticeship 
available through the United Service Military Apprenticeship 
Program (USMAP) is Protective Security Specialist (PSS), 
announced in NAVADMIN 039/12, released Jan. 27. 

Sailors successfully completing this Department of Labor 
(DOL) approved, journeyman-level apprenticeship trade will 

receive a nationally recognized certificate of completion from 
the DOL. 

"The PSS apprenticeship focuses on personnel who 
perform, plan, coordinate, and execute protective service 
missions for individuals designated in high-risk billets that are 
identified as potential targets of terrorism," said Jose Bautista, 
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master-at-arms (MA) programs manager at the Center for 
Security Forces (CENSECFOR). "PSS personnel conduct 
protective service tactics, anti-ambush operations, counter-
surveillance operations, evasive driving techniques, and 
physical security." 

To be eligible for the PSS apprenticeship, candidates must 
be a designated E-5 or above on active duty with Navy 
Enlisted Classification 2009, a protective service specialist or 
a military occupation specialty (MOS) in protective service. 
Candidates must also be appropriately assigned and 
performing protective service work. 

"The MA community has grown tremendously with 
security specialists performing protective service missions in 
support of operations Enduring Freedom and Iraqi Freedom," 
added Bautista. "In the commercial sector, protection for high-
ranking government officials, foreign dignitaries, chief 
executives, and high profile celebrities is provided by PSS 
personnel, and likewise there has been an exponential increase 
in demand for this particular skill." 

To earn the PSS certification, participants must acquire 
2,000 documented hours in the skill categories of 
administration, safety, communications, weapons handling, 
security and protective detail operations. 

Master-At-Arms 1st Class (SW/EXW) Natalie Dymond, 
assistant program manager for the Naval Criminal 
Investigative Service Protective Operations Field Office in 
Washington, is currently working on her PSS apprenticeship. 

"This is my second apprenticeship. I believe that they are 
worth the time investment and can significantly enhance 
professional development," said Dymond. "With protective 
service being a small community right now, any Sailor that 
qualifies for the PSS apprenticeship should take full advantage 
of it." 

USMAP works closely with the DOL to provide 
nationally-recognized apprenticeship programs that result in 
journeyman-level certificates of completion for members of 
the Navy, Marine Corps and Coast Guard. During their 
apprenticeship, service members document their military 
duties while working in their rating or MOS. 

Earning the DOL certificate costs the service member 
nothing and does not normally require working additional off-
duty hours. USMAP has provided sea-service military 
members with journeyman level certifications for more than 
35 years and currently has nearly 55,000 current active 
USMAP participants. 
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27. U.S. Navy Commander Back In His PH Roots 
(MANILA BULLETIN (PHILIPPINES) 30 JAN 12) ... Elena L. Aben 

MANILA, Philippines — “Home is where the heart is.” 
Thus, said Cmdr. Leopoldo Albea, Jr., the Filipino-

American commanding officer of USS Wayne E. Meyer, who 
admitted feeling emotional as the Arleigh Burke-class guided 
missile destroyer of the United States Navy finally pulled into 
Manila on Sunday for a four-day port visit. 

Albea, whose parents hail from Bicol, is one of only three 
or four U.S. Navy Commanding Officers in the U.S. Navy of 
Filipino heritage, according to a spokesperson of the U.S. 
Embassy in Manila. 

For him, stopping in Manila means returning to the 
country his father – retired Master Chief Mess Management 
Specialist Leopoldo Albea Sr. – left decades ago to join the 
U.S. Navy. 

In an interview aboard the USS Wayne Meyer, Albea told 
this writer about the humble beginnings of his father, who is a 
son of a fisherman from Polangui, Albay who strived hard to 
be able to go to school, until he eventually managed to enter 
the U.S. Navy. 

Once in the U.S. Navy, Albea’s father migrated to the 
United States where he then met the woman who soon became 
his wife. According to the young Albea, his mother is a 
graduate of the University of Sto. Tomas. 

Albea’s father spent 28 years in the service, until he 
retired as Master Chief Mess Management Specialist in 1992. 

Albea Sr. returned to the Philippines after retiring and 
now, stopping in the Philippines is like coming full circle for 
his son. 

“It was with a deep sense of pride that my father left this 
country to start a career in the United States Navy, and today I 
also feel that deep sense of pride as Filipino-American 
returning in command of USS Wayne E. Meyer,” said Albea. 

Although hardly able to speak Tagalog having been born 
and raised in the U.S., Albea is still a Filipino at heart who 
proudly talks of his roots. 

The Navy officer admitted he can only speak a few 
Filipino words but said he somehow understands the language 
when he listens to a conversation in Tagalog. 

Among the few Tagalog words that he know are “kain 
na,” “konti lang,” and “bakit.” 

The only son of his parents, the young Albea first visited 
the Philippines in 1975. He had the chance to return in 1993 as 
a present from his father after graduating from the U.S. Naval 
Academy. 

“In 1995, it was my first time to come here as a naval 
officer on the ship but I did not get ashore like I wanted to. I 
saw Manila through the window,” recounted Albea. 

Asked about how he feels about coming to Manila this 
time, when he is now the commanding officer of the U.S. 
Navy’s 58th Arleigh Burke-class guided missile destroyer, 
Albea said, “It was extremely emotional.” 

In one instance, as they were through San Bernardino 
Strait, Albea said that with the mere sight of Mount Bulosan, 
he knew they were close to his parents’ hometown. 

“Though we were just passing through, I couldn’t help but 
think how my parents grew up just on the other side of the 
strait, and now how their son was sailing through with a U.S. 
Navy battlegroup,” said Albea said in one of his blogs. 

“Even better, I was sailing through in command of USS 
Wayne E. Meyer, an opportunity I could only imagine until 
today. With Albay Bay just north of the entrance to San 
Bernardino, the thought of being so close warmed me, 
knowing that I have family there,” he added. 

In August last year, USS Wayne E. Meyer, along with 
other ships from the John C. Stennis Carrier Strike Group 
(JCSCSG), was scheduled to visit Manila. 
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The visit, however, was cancelled due to inclement 
weather spawned by Typhoon “Mina.” 

“We didn’t get to pull into Manila the last time around 
and unfortunately this time my father will not be able to join 
me, but I know he is still proud of my accomplishments,” said 
Albea. 

“My father left the Philippines with the goal of joining the 
Navy, starting a family and building a home. Now I get to 
return while serving in the same Navy he left to join,” he 
added. 

Albea said being the commanding officer of USS Wayne 
Meyer, pulling into Manila also means that bringing home 
fellow Filipino-American crew members of his ship. 

“I’m hoping that someday, some child will remember that 
a Sailor came to town and helped refurbish their school,” he 
said, noting that among the activities lined up during their port 

visit is the refurbishing of classrooms at a public school in 
Quezon City. 

When asked what he would like to tell his fellow 
Filipinos, Albea said: “If I could stand in front of a group, I 
would first say I’m sorry that I am not delivering this in 
Tagalog.” 

“But back in the United States, there are generations of 
Filipinos who are very proud of their culture back home. Our 
source of pride runs that deep. 

“I hope that Filipinos in the United States, or wherever 
they are, as they come up and start becoming in power, 
wherever they are, we will keep coming back home and keep 
giving back. That, for me, is worth striving for.” 

On a personal level, Albea said he hopes to continue 
coming back and hopefully giving back to the country. 
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28. Navy Investigating Uptick In PT-Related Deaths 
(NAVY TIMES 06 FEB 12) ... Joshua Stewart 

The Navy is investigating the effects physical training has 
on safety, a probe that began after a steady climb in exercise-
related deaths. 

The ongoing investigation began in April and was 
revealed on the Naval Audit Service’s Website in January. A 
spokeswoman for the service could not say when the 
investigation will be complete or what it will entail, but she 
noted the audit is still in the early stages. At times, PT-related 
deaths have been more common in the Navy than combat-
related deaths. The Naval Safety Center recorded two PT 
deaths in fiscal 2011, down from five in fiscal 2010, three in 
fiscal 2009 and one in fiscal 2008, the lowest tally since at 
least 2001. Cardio training, including the 1.5-mile run portion 
of the physical readiness test, was involved in six deaths since 
2010. 

Fiscal 2012 is on pace to break records, Naval Safety 
Center data show. Most recently, Lt. Thomas Fouke, an 
information warfare officer assigned to an East Coast SEAL 
unit, died Jan. 17 after he collapsed during physical training. A 
week earlier, a recruit died while exercising at boot camp. 

Fireman Recruit Christopher Walker, 19, of Kittaning, 
Pa., died Jan. 12 at Recruit Training Command Great Lakes, 
Ill. 

Officials at the command said he died during a physical 
fitness assessment and that his death is being investigated. 

Two male sailors died in October in PRT-related deaths. 
One, a 32-year-old recruiter, felt lightheaded while exercising 
on an elliptical machine at Great Lakes after completing the 
test and later died in a hospital. Twelve days earlier, a 19-year-
old aviation machinist’s mate died while completing the 
PRT’s 1.5-mile run at Naval Base San Diego. 

The Naval Safety Center tracks deaths related to PT but 
does not track other safety risks such as broken bones, 
stumbles, pulled muscles or cardiac complications, issues that 
may be discussed in the audit. 

Barring a medical waver or failing a body composition 
assessment, every sailor must take the PRT twice a year. 
Sailors must clear a medical screening process before they can 
take the test, and at least one person qualified to give CPR 
must be on hand during the test. 

The Navy changed administrative policies to make 
participating in the PRT safer. For example, because of the 
cardiac risks associated with being overweight, rules 
implemented last year prohibit sailors who fail the BCA from 
participating in the three-exercise PRT. That results in an 
overall failure of the PFA. 
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29. Navy Leader Fired For Behavior With Crew 
Sexual harrassment case raises question of what's acceptable in today's Navy 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 31 JAN 12) ... Jeanette Steele 

The commanding officer of a Navy jet squadron was fired 
for using sexual language in front of his pilots, especially 
when drinking, in a case that may stir debate about where the 
line is drawn for acceptable behavior in a U.S. military that is 
increasingly intolerant of missteps. 

Details of accusations against Cmdr. Jonathan L. Jackson, 
43, have emerged in a Navy Inspector General report that led 
to the EA-6B Prowler squadron leader being relieved of 
command in December. 

Jackson once raised the topic of women being viewed as 
promiscuous if they go home with men, the report said. The 
comment alienated a junior female officer in his command, 

who believed it was aimed at her and was said in front of other 
squadron members, mostly males. 

The commander also allegedly commented that she 
shouldn’t read Men’s Health magazine because she didn’t 
have the proper anatomy and at one point held her in a 
headlock at a professional gathering. 

Other naval aviators have jumped to Jackson’s defense, 
including his one-time boss, the former air wing commander 
of the San Diego-based aircraft carrier Carl Vinson. 

Capt. Stephen McInerney sent a letter on Jackson’s 
behalf, attacking the Inspector General’s process as skewed. 
He also praised the performance and morale of the squadron 
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under the commander, whom he had recommended for the 
Bronze Star. 

“We ended the career and ruined the reputation of an 
outstanding combat-experienced commanding officer because 
he allegedly used bad words,” McInerney wrote. 

The female officer filed a complaint against Jackson, who 
is a 19-year Navy veteran with more than 4,000 flight hours in 
the EA-6B. He was in command of the Whidbey Island, 
Wash.-based squadron VAQ-134 aboard the Vinson when 
relieved of his post. 

The Inspector General investigation that ensued — 
stretching from August to November and encompassing 16 
interviews — revealed hard drinking and sometimes 
questionable comments and actions. 

“CDR Jackson engaged in a pattern of inappropriate, 
often juvenile behavior, and used sexually explicit language, 
especially when he had been drinking and was in a social 
environment,” according to the report, obtained by U-T San 
Diego last week through a Freedom of Information Act 
request. All names except Jackson’s were blacked out in the 
document. 

The investigation offers a window into the world of 
aircraft carrier jet squadrons, long a bastion of high-energy 
machismo. 

The aviation brotherhood became infamous after the 1991 
Tailhook Convention, when women were sexually assaulted at 
the alcohol-infused gathering. The flying world, opened to 
females as equals since then, needed years to repair its 
reputation. Still, only 6 percent of Navy aviators are women. 

In Jackson’s squadron, officers regularly rented hotel 
rooms when away for training or during port visits. They 
called them “admin rooms,” as if meant for doing paperwork. 

But they were actually party suites where the officers 
drank together, including the commanding officer, the IG 
report said. 

These “admin rooms” were the scene of several incidents 
detailed in the report. 

In December, Jackson was found guilty in an 
administrative hearing of violating the Navy’s sexual 
harassment policy and of conduct unbecoming an officer. 

His conviction comes at a time when the Navy is pushing 
to raise the bar for commanding officer behavior. 

The past two years have seen a sharp spike in CO firings, 
mostly for personal conduct. In 2011, 23 were relieved of 
command, up from 17 in 2010, according to the Naval 
Personnel office. Traditionally, the rate is 12 to 14 annually. 

Jackson appealed his guilty verdict, arguing that the 
Inspector General’s report cherry-picked pieces of interviews 

to make him look bad. The commander, still on active duty, 
declined to comment for this story. 

But the appeal letter he submitted — along with 29 
statements that he gathered to support his case, including at 
least one from someone who says the IG report twisted her 
meaning — tell his side of the story. 

Jackson also claims IG officials excluded or didn’t seek 
out accounts that weren’t consistent with the original 
complaint. 

“It is clear from these facts that the Inspector General’s 
report is unreliable,” Jackson wrote. He added that he never 
referred to anyone in his command as promiscuous or in a 
similarly disparaging way. 

The commander’s contention is that two officers in the 
squadron are behind the complaints. One of those compiled a 
two-year-long log of the commander’s behavior after Jackson 
criticized him in a review. 

The Navy’s Third Fleet denied his appeal. Now Jackson 
may face a board requiring him to show cause why he should 
remain in the Navy. Commissioned in 1992, he is within sight 
of the 20-year retirement mark. 

As for the drinking, the former skipper discussed the line 
between camaraderie and the “frat boy” behavior that one 
squadron member accused him of. 

“A commanding officer walks a fine line between being 
completely uninvolved or disengaged from situations like this 
and not getting too involved to appear like a peer,” Jackson 
wrote. 

In addition to sexual harassment, the IG’s report 
recommended a charge of simple assault for one incident of 
alcohol-steeped behavior by Jackson. 

The skipper, entering another squadron “admin room” in 
Hong Kong, jumped on top of a sleeping male officer and then 
poked the aviator in the rear with an umbrella. 

The officer told IG officials he was embarrassed and 
uncomfortable and felt it was not the way a commanding 
officer should act. That incident led, in part, to Jackson’s 
conviction on conduct unbecoming an officer. 

The female aviator who filed the original complaint also 
reported that Jackson made racial slurs related to her ancestry, 
which is part Korean. 

The IG investigation doesn’t say whether those remarks 
were substantiated. In Jackson’s appeal letter, he mentions an 
equal opportunity investigation against him that was 
dismissed. In Navy parlance, “equal opportunity” cases are 
brought for allegations of racial, gender or religious bias. 
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FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
30. Navy Evaluating 313-Ship Goal 
(DEFENSE DAILY 01 FEB 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

The Navy is reassessing its longstanding goal of building 
and sustaining a 313-ship fleet in light of budget reductions 
and the reshaping of global military footprint, the chief of U.S. 
Fleet Forces Command said yesterday. 

Adm. John Harvey told reporters at a breakfast hosted by 
the Defense Writers Group that the Navy is going to have to 

cope with having fewer ships than anticipated and was 
reviewing its current force posture. 

There current fleet stands at about 285 ships. 
"Circumstances have now changed," Harvey said. "Our 

strategic shift, our pivot, is taking place." 
The Navy will have to optimize the amount of money 

Congress is willing to appropriate with the revised global 
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strategy announced by President Barack Obama in early 
January that calls for expanding the military presence in the 
Asia-Pacific region, he said. 

"Let's figure out what kind of Navy matches those two 
together and here's what well come up with," Harvey said of 
the purpose the force structure review initiated by the chief of 
naval operations, Adm. Jonathan Greenert. 

The Obama administration's heightened focus on the 
Asia-Pacific has raised questions as to whether the Navy--
expected to play a key role in the new strategy--will have a 
sufficient number of ships to execute the plan. 

Those questions were illuminated last week when the 
Pentagon provided a peek into its budget priorities for fiscal 
2013 and the four years thereafter. The plan calls for early 
retirement of seven cruisers and two amphibious ships, and 
pushed the planned construction of two Littoral Combat Ships 
(LCS) and one Virginia -class (SSN-774) attack submarine 
beyond that five-year period. 

Harvey said he was confident the Navy will be able to 
handle its missions regardless of the number of the final 
number of ships the service ends up with. 

"I'll deal with what we've got," he said. 
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31. Budget Cuts May Slash Additional Marine Units 
(MARINE CORPS TIMES 31 JAN 12) ... Dan Lamothe 

Massive budget cuts announced by the Pentagon last 
week will likely force the Marine Corps to slash an additional 
infantry battalion and some light armored reconnaissance 
elements while scaling back planned expansion of its special 
operations command, a Marine general said Tuesday. 

With orders to reduce its active-duty end strength by 
20,000 over the next five years, the service stands to lose 
4,700 more Marines than it had proposed following an 
extensive force structure review. Commandant Gen. Jim 
Amos’ plan called for an active-duty force of 186,800 
Marines, down from about 202,100 today. Instead, by 2017 
the service will have about 182,100 Marines. 

Lt. Gen. Dennis Hejlik, commander of Marine Corps 
Forces Command in Norfolk, Va., told reporters in 
Washington that the service continues to research how those 
additional cuts will be made. However, he acknowledged that 
units not identified in the force structure review could be 
eliminated. 

“When you look at where the rest of these Marines will 
come from — this is not a done deal, if you will — but we are 
looking at one more infantry battalion,” he said. “We’re 
looking at the possibility of reducing a little bit of the light 
armored reconnaissance capability. We’re looking at various 
things. It’s just not a horizontal cut, if you will, across the 
Marine Corps. We’re not doing that.” 

Marine Corps Force Special Operations Command also 
may see its planned growth slowed as a result of the budget 
cuts. The two-star command has been growing steadily with a 
goal of reaching 3,800 personnel by 2014, but Hejlik, 
MARSOC’s former commanding general, called that number 
into question. 

“MARSOC will not have the exact plus-up that we 
wanted to give them,” he said. “The commandant is a huge 

supporter of MARSOC and where they’ve been and where 
they’re going, but they will not get the plus-up in total that 
they were expecting.” 

Published late last year, the force structure review called 
for the reduction of about 15,000 Marines, including some 
7,000 from East Coast units. The rest would be spread across 
the service. II Marine Expeditionary Force, based at Camp 
Lejeune, N.C., will take the biggest hit, with the MEF’s three-
star headquarters downgraded to a two-star command, and the 
9th Marine Regiment deactivated along with its three infantry 
battalions. 

The Corps also will deactivate the 8th Marine Regiment 
headquarters, redistributing its three infantry battalions under 
II MEF’s surviving regimental headquarters, 2nd Marines and 
6th Marines. 

Hejlik said it’s unclear which additional infantry battalion 
may be cut or whether it will be based on the East Coast or the 
West Coast. Infantry battalions also are based permanently at 
Camp Pendleton and Twentynine Palms in California and at 
Marine Corps Base Hawaii. 

Currently, there are active-duty LAR units based at Camp 
Pendleton and Twentynine Palms on the West Coast and 
Camp Lejeune on the East Coast. Hejlik did not elaborate on 
which of those battalions may face cuts. 

A spokesman for Rep. Duncan Hunter, R-Calif., said the 
congressman, a former Marine captain, does not anticipate any 
further significant reductions involving West Coast Marine 
units. 

“A shift in East Coast resources, that’s what everybody is 
expecting right now,” said Joe Kasper, Hunter’s spokesman. 
“He would be surprised if there were any significant changes 
on the West Coast.” 
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32. Australian Companies To Gain From U.S. Navy Switch To Renewable Energy 
(THE AUSTRALIAN 01 FEB 12) ... Mark Dodd 

Australian companies could benefit from a radical policy 
switch by the U.S. Navy to wean itself off fossil fuels and tank 
up instead on renewable energy, a visiting U.S. energy expert 
says. 

Details of the U.S. Navy's alternative fuels strategy were 
unveiled yesterday at the Pacific 2012 Maritime Conference in 
Sydney. 

One outcome of the new policy which has the backing of 
U.S. President Barack Obama will see a bio-fuel powered 

"Great Green Fleet" of U.S. warships heading down under in 
2016. 

But unlike the Great White Fleet of 1907 coal burners, 
these U.S. warships will be running on green energy. 

The U.S. Navy wants half its fleet powered by sustainable 
energy by 2020. 

Speaking during a conference session on maritime fuels 
sponsored by the U.S. Studies Centre, Tom Hicks, Deputy 
Assistant Secretary, for Energy for the U.S. Department of 
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Navy, told The Australian that annual fuel consumption for 
the U.S. Navy was 30 million barrels worth U.S.$4 billion 
(A$3.7b). 

However, price volatility affecting Middle-East fuel 
supplies had prompted a switch to green energy, Mr. Hicks 
said. 

Qantas and Virgin Airlines are also closely examining 
alternative fuel sources for their respective aircraft fleets. 

And earlier today, Defence Materiel Minister Kim Carr 
announced that the RAAF's C-130 fleet would begin a trial 
program aiming to improve fuel efficiency. 

Mr. Hicks said altruism was not a factor in seeking clean 
energy alternatives to power its warships. 

"We're not doing this to be cleaner and greener we (U.S. 
Navy) need to be more effective in the use of our fuels and 
that provides us a tactical and strategic advantage," he said. 

Fuel price volatility affected the navy's ability to maintain 
its fleet of 285 warships and 3700 aircraft, the energy 
specialist said. While the U.S. was seeking to tap into a 
homegrown renewable energy sector, big opportunities existed 
for American allies including Australia, said Mr. Hicks. 

Alternative fuel sources currently under examination have 
been developed from algae, wood and paper waste, and 
surplus feedstock. 

Encouraging results are also being obtained from 
'Camelina' a close relative of mustard seed, a plant with a low 
requirement for water. 

It all adds up to a potentially big market for non-U.S. 
manufacturers, Mr. Hicks said, 
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33. Reducing Energy Demand Increases Effectiveness, Official Says 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 31 FEB 12) ... Army Sgt. 1st Class Tyrone C. Marshall Jr. 

WASHINGTON – The Defense Department’s 
announcement of $18 million to fund six military programs 
designed to reduce energy demand is primarily about 
increasing military effectiveness, a senior Pentagon official 
said. 

“The real reason to do this is for military effectiveness to 
give our forces better tools, better capability and less risk,” 
said Sharon E. Burke, assistant secretary of defense for 
operational energy plans and programs. 

Though one of the outcomes will be that the department 
will save money, she added, “this is ultimately about giving 
our forces a better capability, taking risk out of the system, 
[and] putting fewer lives at risk moving fuel around.” 

DOD teams representing the military services will lead 
the programs, Burke said. 

“What these six programs focus on is reducing the 
demand for energy on the battlefield,” she explained. “How do 
you actually get the job done with less energy -- with less fuel, 
more to the point?” 

Burke’s office provided the following details on the 
programs: 

 The Innovative Cooling Equipment 
Development/Demonstration Program will receive 
$2.5 million as it seeks to reduce fuel consumption 
for heating and cooling by 10 to 30 percent, 
translating to fewer fuel convoys on the battlefield 
and reduced risk; 

 The Navy Expeditionary Technology Transition 
Program is slated to receive $3.19 million for 
research aimed at making significant advances in 
heating and cooling technologies to reduce fuel 
consumption for heating and cooling by 20 to 50 
percent; 

 The Advanced, Energy Efficient Shelter Systems for 
Contingency Basing and Other Applications program 
will receive $5.997 million as its program team 
works to demonstrate and transition shelter systems 
that will reduce the heating and cooling required by 
50 percent while providing improved capabilities and 
quality of life; 

 The Super Energy Efficient Containerized Living 
Unit Design and Development program will receive 
$1 million as the program team works to redesign 
existing containerized living units and to develop a 
new highly efficient units, beginning in Djibouti, 
where they seek to reduce energy use in renovated 
units by 54 to 82 percent; 

 The Transformative Reductions in Operational 
Energy Consumption program is slated to receive 
$3.85 million as it works to identify and assess new 
and existing technologies that would reduce the 
energy demand of expeditionary outposts in tropical 
environments. Its goal will be to reduce total energy 
use of forward operating bases in these environments 
by 50 percent in 2016; and 

 The Operation Enduring Freedom Energy Initiative 
Proving Ground program will garner $1.425 million 
as it works to establish a baseline for energy and fuel 
use in expeditionary operations in Afghanistan as it 
seeks to rapidly analyze the effect of energy-related 
technologies on fuel consumption and determine 
which provide the highest operational impact and the 
best return on investment for deployment in 
Operation Enduring Freedom. 

“So all of these programs are looking at how to lighten 
the fuel sustainment, lighten the footprint, for our deployed 
forces,” Burke said. 

“The reason that we chose this is there have been a 
number of really important studies, including one done by the 
Marine Corps, and one done by the [Army] Corps of 
Engineers for me,” she explained. “[These studies] identified 
that we’re wasting a huge amount of fuel on the battlefield, 
and that a lot of it goes to generators and to heating, 
ventilation and air conditioning systems.” 

Burke noted one study said 75 percent of the generator 
power goes to air conditioning and heating, while another 
demonstrated “anywhere from 20 percent to upwards of 50 
percent of the fuel used at any given location in places like 
Afghanistan may be going to generators and heating and 
cooling.” 
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She also cited a Marine Corps study from 2011 stating 
heating and air conditioning accounted for 13 percent of its 
total fuel demand in Afghanistan and 46 percent of its 
electrical demands. 

“So a lot of it’s wasting, and it’s a huge target area,” 
Burke said. “But it’s not an area that the department has 
focused a lot of research, development, testing and evaluation 
in. So that was why we wanted to target these specific areas.” 

Burke noted the funding of these programs is just one part 
of the Defense Department’s efforts to improve energy use 
toward a more effective and capable force. 

“This is a research, development, test and evaluation 
effort,” she said. “But we’re also seeing this in the 
requirements process, the acquisition process, in contracting 
[and] in rapid fielding to forces in the fight. 

“We’re doing all this because we really think this will 
help us meet the defense mission,” she continued, 
“particularly, the changing defense mission, as we go forward. 
So this is part of a broader effort across the department.” 
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34. Every Platform A Sensor 
Integrated ISR capabilities are essential to a forward-deployed Navy 
(SEAPOWER MAGAZINE FEB 2012) ... Rick Burgess 

As director of the Intelligence, Surveillance and 
Reconnaissance (ISR) Capabilities Division in the Office of 
Chief of Naval Operations, Rear Adm. (select) DeWolfe 
“Chip” Miller sees no slowdown in the nation’s demand for 
the Navy’s ISR capabilities. 

After a decade of warfare against elusive enemies, the 
Navy has refined and sharpened its ISR capabilities and 
increased its capacity to collect, analyze and disseminate 
information, and produce actionable intelligence for 
warfighters. As an experienced warfighter and consumer of 
intelligence, 

Miller now oversees the Navy’s ISR requirements and 
allocates resources to sustain and enhance those capabilities. 
Miller is a naval aviator who has served in four carrier-based 
attack and strike fighter squadrons, commanding Strike 
Fighter Squadron 34, and subsequently served as executive 
officer of the aircraft carrier USS Carl Vinson, commanding 
officer of the amphibious transport dock ship USS Nashville 
and as the first commanding officer of the Navy’s newest 
aircraft carrier, USS George H.W. Bush. Miller also accrued a 
substantial amount of tactical, technical and programmatic 
expertise in his shore assignments. 

Miller discussed the Navy’s ISR requirements with 
Managing Editor Richard R. Burgess. Excerpts follow: 

How has the Defense Department’s emphasis on 
building ISR capabilities affected the Navy’s role in ISR? 

Miller: The Navy is a warfighting force and one of [Chief 
of Naval Operations Adm. Jonathan Greenert’s] messages to 
us in his sailing directions was “warfighting first,” so ISR is 
critical in every phase of operation. The Navy is, and will 
remain, a deployed force operating forward. As such, our 
force’s readiness requires a continuous picture of the 
environment in which we operate. The term we use is 
“information dominance,” a combination of sensing, 
transporting and evaluating the sensed information, turning 
information into knowledge and getting that knowledge to 
decision-makers so they can take actions. As a globally 
deployed force, that knowledge is critical to our forward-
deployed operations. 

The Navy views information dominance as an integral 
warfighting capability, not merely something that supports 
other warfighting forces. A quote I heard awhile ago said, 
“We build a navy for war, but we operate it to preserve the 
peace.” So, as budgets come down, as we’re pulled out of Iraq 
and draw down in Afghanistan, the need for a forward-

deployed Navy with ISR capabilities is critical for that 
preservation of peace. 

How will the P-8 maritime patrol aircraft and MQ-4C 
Broad-Area Maritime Surveillance (BAMS) unmanned 
aerial system improve the Navy’s ISR capabilities? 

Miller: The P-8A Poseidon is going to recapitalize on the 
Navy’s broad area anti-submarine warfare [ASW] capability 
resident in our current fleet of P-3C Orions. In addition to its 
primary ASW mission, the P-8A is a multimission aircraft, 
which will also provide the Navy with a significant armed 
antisurface warfare and ISR capability. 

The BAMS demonstrator currently deployed in the [U.S. 
Central Command area of responsibility has performed 
admirably. We sent it over there as a demonstration and it has 
yet to come back, not because it has had any problems, [but] 
because the commanders out there love it and value it [for] 
bringing enhanced situational awareness. The BAMS is only 
going to build upon that. 

The BAMS provides persistence: continuous maritime 
ISR capability up to 24 hours per day operating anywhere 
within a 2,000-nauticalmile radius. BAMS is going to be 
deployed worldwide and it’s going to be a game-changer. It’s 
going to generate an unprecedented level of ISR to build and 
maintain a wide area maritime picture. 

Will the Navy have the numbers of P-8s and BAMS 
needed to cover the world’s oceans? 

Miller: Yes. P-8’s primary mission is going to remain 
ASW, but one of the tenets we use is that every platform is a 
sensor and every sensor is networked. The P-3s are primarily 
for ASW, and the EP-3 [electronic reconnaissance aircraft] 
and SPA [special projects aircraft] are highdemand, low-
density special assets. The P-8 is going to be able to do both. 
So, we’re increasing the ability of ISR and then, on top of that, 
the capability the BAMS brings. So we’re actually putting that 
theory into practice. 

What can you say at this point about the Navy’s plan 
to replace the EP-3 and the P-3 SPA? 

Miller: We’re going to leverage on what I’ll call a 
“family of systems:” several platforms, both manned and 
unmanned, so everything from BAMS to the UCLASS 
[Unmanned Carrier-Launched Airborne Surveillance and 
Strike] system to our VTUAV [Vertical Takeoff Unmanned 
Air Vehicle] — which, right now, is Fire Scout — our P-8s, 
MH-60s, E-2Ds are going to be equipped with sensors and 
they all will contribute to a mission that is currently produced 
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with an EP-3. We’re basically transitioning from an individual 
platform focused [strategy] to more of a sensor-based, 
multiple platform strategy. The same for the SPA. 

There were several studies with the EP-3 and SPA aircraft 
to determine what capabilities those platforms currently bring 
and, as we migrate those capabilities onto our family of 
systems, we need to know not only the capabilities but also the 
capacity that we need, to make sure that we, in fact, do 
migrate onto our other systems that are on there. 

Congress, through its National Defense Authorization 
Act, requires us to annually certify our plan to maintain the 
capability of those platforms. We report back to Congress 
through our budgetary process on how we are meeting that 
requirement. 

What will the UCLASS give the fleet in terms of ISR? 
Miller: Right now, there is a longstanding gap in 

persistent ISR coverage organic to our aircraft carriers. 
UCLASS basically fills that gap. It is going to provide the 
fleet with multi-intelligence, long endurance and, most 
importantly, carrier-based ISR&T. I add the “T,” which is the 
targeting piece of the ISR. With that come all the benefits of 
being carrier-based, not needing host nation support. It will 
also have the capability to conduct precision strike as well. 

What is your assessment of MQ-8B Fire Scout’s 
deployment record so far? 

Miller: Fire Scout is operating both ashore and at sea. 
Ashore, it is in Afghanistan and [the operators] couldn’t be 
happier with its performance. They’ve actually requested 
additional Fire Scouts and greater flying hours for the Fire 
Scouts operating there. It is providing critical tactical ISR 
support to U.S. and allied ground forces in remote areas with 
limited access to ISR support from fixed-wing aircraft. 

At sea, so far, it’s a work in progress. We deployed Fire 
Scout early, prior to it going through the complete testing 
phase and before its official [initial operational capability]. 
Additionally, Fire Scout was envisioned for our [Littoral 
Combat Ship] fleet and, by doing it early, we put Fire Scout 
onto frigates so we could learn and develop tactics and 
integrate that Fire Scout into the missions we were doing 
afloat. 

Each deployment has gotten better. We’ve made great 
improvements in the way we train the operators. We’ve 
identified and corrected deficiencies in the system itself. The 
next deployment is going to be in the next couple of months 
on the frigate USS Simpson. Fire Scout is going to be a key 
component of our surface Navy for many years. 

Is the Navy upgrading the Fire Scout and considering 
it for the Medium-Range Maritime Unmanned Aerial 
System (MRMUAS)? 

Miller: We would like to move to an upgraded airframe 
for Fire Scout. [Going from] the MQ-8B to the MQ-8C is kind 
of like going from the Hornet to the Super Hornet. It’s a little 
larger airframe that will provide greater payload [and] greater 
endurance, and is going to be able to handle radar and 
weapons [without taking] a large penalty by adding that extra 
weight and shrinking its endurance. 

We think that the MQ-8C will provide room for growth 
that is going to provide the capability that we need in the 

future. The MQ-8C gets us closer to the requirements we’ve 
laid out for MRMUAS. We will evaluate what direction we go 
here programmatically with regards to MRMUAS. 

Is the RQ-21 Small Tactical UAS (STUAS) going to 
replace the ScanEagle? 

Miller: ScanEagle, under an ISR services contract, has 
gotten rave reviews from combatant commanders. The ISR 
services contract is going to be renewed this year, whether it’s 
ScanEagle or STUAS that competes for that contract. It may 
be a replacement to ScanEagle and it may eventually be 
STUAS. The Marine Corps has invested heavily in STUAS. 

STUAS adds a little more payload above what ScanEagle 
currently has. The Marines and the amphib forces are going to 
benefit greatly from that platform in the future. I don’t want to 
presuppose NAVAIR’s selec tion process, but a 
ScanEagle/STUAS-type aircraft is how we envision 
continuing counterpiracy and other ISR missions off of our 
cruisers and destroyers. 

What are the current challenges in ISR? 
Miller: As we use more ISR platforms, the flood of 

information continues and will only increase. The way we 
task, collect, process, exploit and disseminate that information 
is going to be key. What will help that is more autonomy 
within the sensors. We need to make our sensors smarter, be 
able to do a lot of analysis on the platform, which will reduce 
the manning footprint of that processing and exploitation piece 
as well as shorten the timeline associated with collection of 
data and delivering that knowledge to the warfighters. 

We need a common control system for our platforms and 
sensors. That doesn’t mean each system is operating off the 
exact same control system, but it does mean the interfaces and 
standards that are used are all common such that industry, 
whether its building a STUAS or a ScanEagle or a Fire Scout, 
understands what those interfaces are, such that I can be sitting 
on a destroyer or being a Marine on the ground and not only 
control the sensors, but take advantage of the information that 
is out there. 

Our systems need to be able to be interoperable and they 
need to integrate together. I’ll give you an example of a 
manned H-60 and an unmanned Fire Scout. The information 
the sensors on the unmanned system are receiving needs to be 
transported to the manned aircraft so that it has the situational 
awareness of what is happening tactically at the scene. In a 
boarding operation, where an unmanned aircraft is overhead a 
ship that is being boarded, the information seen by the 
unmanned aircraft is simultaneously being observed by a 
manned helicopter and by the ship’s [commanding officer] or 
senior leaders in the ship itself. 

As to dealing with the flood of information from ISR 
sensors and platforms, there still comes analysis from the 
manned side. Some information is critical. We need to get that 
information quickly to the warfighters. Other information may 
be something analysts can do over time. We’re working to 
establish an enterprise-wide tasking collection process, 
exploitation, and dissemination architecture manned by the 
Information Dominance Corps. 
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BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
35. Sioux Falls Selected For Navy Week 2012 
(KELO CBS SIOUX FALLS (SD) 30 JAN 12) 

Sioux Falls Navy Week, July 19-26, is one of 15 selected 
cities where America’s Navy will “come home” in 2012, 
giving area residents an opportunity to meet Sailors and learn 
about the Navy’s capabilities and relevance to national 
security. 

The U.S. Navy conducts Navy Weeks across the country 
to show Americans the return they receive for their substantial 
investment in America’s Navy. During a Navy Week, the 
Navy conducts a variety of outreach events (approx. 75+) in a 
metropolitan area, sharing the Navy story with as many people 
as possible. 

The Navy plans to include the following elements in 
Sioux Falls Navy Week 2012: 

 “Blue Angels,” The Navy Flight Demonstration 
Team 

 “Leap Frogs,” The Navy Parachute Team 

 Navy Band musical performances 

 Admirals and other senior Navy leaders, who will 
engage with local corporate, civic, government and 
education leaders 

 Navy simulator and other interactive displays 

 Visits to area schools 

 Community service projects and events with local 
sports franchises 

 Visits with local veterans 

Commemoration events for Bicentennial of the War of 
1812 and The Star Spangled Banner will occur throughout the 
year, recognizing America’s Navy for keeping the sea free for 
more than 200 years. 

Other cities hosting a Navy Week in 2012 are: Phoenix; 
New Orleans; Nashville, Tenn.; Spokane, Wash.; Baltimore; 
Boston; Sacramento, Calif.; Milwaukee; Chicago; Toledo, 
Ohio; Cleveland; Detroit; Buffalo, N.Y.; and Houston. 
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36. Some Lawmakers Fight BRAC 
(WVEC ABC NORFOLK 31 JAN 12) ... Mike Gooding 

NORFOLK – Some lawmakers are fighting the idea of a 
new round of Base Realignment and Closures (BRAC) just 
after Defense Secretary Leon Panetta asked Congress to 
authorize the process. 

Lawmakers from both parties are signaling they'll do 
everything in their power to stop the Obama administration 
from launching new base closures. Connecticut Senator Joe 
Lieberman says the idea was “dead on arrival.” 

Virginia 4th District Congressman Randy Forbes talked 
with 13News about the issue. 

"I would never vote for a BRAC. I didn't vote for the last 
BRAC, thought it was a bad idea. Still believe it's a bad idea,” 
said Forbes. “I believe every time we have one, the projected 
savings are always escalated and inflated when they tell us 
they're going to do it, as opposed to what we actually see 
when it comes out." 

In 2005, BRAC overruled the Department of Defense and 
added Naval Air Station Oceana to the realignment list. Seven 
years later, the threat of BRAC returns. 

Had voters in Jacksonville not voted "no," Oceana's 19 jet 
squadrons and 14,000 workers could've been sent to Cecil 
Field. 

Forbes says another BRAC round would be dangerous not 
only for national defense but for a still fragile U.S. economy. 
He hopes other lawmakers can help him defeat BRAC before 
it gets off the ground. 

"If we can't, we're going to have to roll up our sleeves and 
be prepared for a big fight," concluded Forbes. 

Governor Bob McDonnell issued a statement on Tuesday. 
“The news today from Secretary of Defense Leon Panetta 

that the President will request Congress authorize use of the 
Base Re-Alignment and Closure (BRAC) process with a goal 
of identifying efficient savings that can be reinvested in higher 
priorities was not entirely unexpected. The Commonwealth is 
fully engaged and ready to tackle these potential challenges to 
our military installations. We will work closely with the 
Department of Defense to illustrate Virginia’s commitment to 
the military — active, reserve and veteran forces — which has 
led the Commonwealth to be a strategic location for military 
bases for many years, and allowed Virginia to experience an 
overall growth in military when previous BRAC decisions 
have shifted more personnel to installations such as Fort Lee, 
Fort Belvoir and Marine Corps Base Quantico." 

View Clip (RT: 2:14) 
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37. Possibility Of Base Closures Triggers New Anxiety For Officials 
(FORT WORTH STAR-TELEGRAM 01 FEB 12) ... Chris Vaughn 

FORT WORTH -- It has been seven years since the U.S. 
military last reduced the number of bases in its inventory, a 
painful process for many communities that ultimately resulted 
in the closure of three installations in Texas. 

Last week's suggestion by Defense Secretary Leon 
Panetta that the military needs another round of base closures 
triggered a new wave of anxiety among state and local 
officials, including cities that surround Naval Air Station Fort 

Worth. Rarely do those civic leaders back down when it 
comes to defending their military turf. 

"Our representative in Congress is on the Defense 
Appropriations Subcommittee, which is an ace in our deck," 
said Fort Worth City Councilman Dennis Shingleton, speaking 
of Rep. Kay Granger, R-Fort Worth. "We intend to put those 
cards on the table too. You can bet the city isn't going to stand 
still on this." 



 31

Congress would have to authorize another round of base 
closures, and some politicians have already signaled their 
unwillingness to do so. But the briefing by Panetta and 
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs Gen. Martin Dempsey made 
clear that the government cannot cut spending on defense 
without looking at installations as well as personnel and 
acquisitions. 

Granger has experience with numerous base closure 
rounds, all the way back to her time as mayor of Fort Worth in 
the early 1990s. 

"The Joint Reserve Base has proven to be an excellent 
model for cooperation between service branches and our 
community," she said Tuesday. "The base will stand on its 
own merit, but I will continue to fight for this base and its 
people." 

Unwelcome News 
It is unknown what effect the spending cuts may have on 

the naval air station or its variety of reserve squadrons and 
units from the Navy, Marine Corps, Air Force, Army and Air 
National Guard. Budget cuts this fiscal year have already 
resulted in the decommissioning of a Navy Reserve logistics 
squadron in Fort Worth, which will likely cease operations 
later this year. 

Capt. Rob Bennett, commander of the installation, said he 
could not speak about President Barack Obama's proposed 
defense budget because it has not been submitted to Congress. 

But no mention of base closures and realignments is ever 
welcome news among civic leaders. Ingleside, Texarkana and 
San Antonio all lost bases in 2005. But after four years of 
recession, high unemployment and a weak housing market, 
this year makes the suggestion more nerve-racking. 

Naval Air Station Fort Worth, with 11,300 active-duty 
troops, full-time civilians and part-time reservists, has an 
annual economic impact in excess of $1 billion, according to 
studies. The base also shares its runway and air-traffic control 
tower with the Lockheed Martin Aeronautics plant next door. 

Staying Focused 
Memories of the decision to close Carswell Air Force 

Base in 1991 have not faded, despite the fact that the base was 
resurrected in 1994 as a naval air station and joint reserve 
base, the first such installation in the Defense Department. 

"My wife and daughter lost their jobs at Ridgmar mall," 
said Benbrook Councilman Ron Sauma. "That mall nearly 
went under. It was a terrible time in this area. So when I heard 
the news last week, I immediately called Paul." 

Sauma was referring to Paul Paine, a former base 
commander at the naval air station who has become a point 
man in the state on defense issues. Paine serves as both the 
chairman of the Texas Military Preparedness Commission, 
which advises Gov. Rick Perry, and the local Regional 
Coordination Committee, composed of leaders from cities that 
surround the base. 

Paine said it is far too early to know whether there will be 
a base closure round. 

If there is, he said, no one knows what criteria will be 
examined and how the naval air station will stack up by those 
criteria. His advice is not to hit the panic button. 

"The state's position is that we believe the 15 major 
installations in this state are central to our nation's national 
security and to this state," Paine said. "I want to stay focused 
on that message." 

'We're Not Alone' 
The city of Fort Worth, the Fort Worth Chamber of 

Commerce and others stepped up before the last round to 
organize a committee, led by attorney Albon Head Jr., and pay 
a defense consultant in Washington, D.C., to make the case for 
the base. The city has no plans to re-create that committee yet, 
Shingleton said. 

"If needed, we will gin it up pretty strong," Shingleton 
said. 

The Regional Coordination Committee is also an 
outgrowth of the last round. Led by the late Fort Worth 
Councilman Chuck Silcox, a group of civic leaders formed the 
committee about five years ago to ensure that residential and 
commercial development did not endanger the military's 
training needs. Since then, the committee has worked to 
improve communication about zoning and development 
projects. 

"What affects one city is going to affect us all," Sauma 
said. "But the beauty of the RCC is that we're not alone. 
Collectively, we may have an impact on the base and the 
process. I pray to God." 
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38. U.S. Mulls Shifting Part Of Okinawa Marines To Places Other Than Guam 
(KYODO NEWS 01 FEB 12) 

WASHINGTON -- The U.S. Defense Department is 
considering shifting part of some 8,000 Marine troops in 
Okinawa Prefecture to Hawaii and other Pacific areas instead 
of Guam, Pentagon sources said Tuesday. 

According to the sources, the Pentagon is contemplating 
transferring about 3,000 of the Okinawa Marines to those 
locations as Guam, which is geographically close to China, 
could receive a catastrophic attack by Chinese forces in case 
of a contingency. 

The realignment of Okinawa Marines is part of a package 
deal involving the relocation of the Marine Corps' Futenma 
Air Station within the island prefecture in southwestern Japan. 

The Pentagon recently released its new defense strategy 
with more focus on the Asia-Pacific area. In the face of 
growing military activity by China, the Pentagon believes it is 

better to diversify the bases of the Marines in rather remote 
areas, the sources said. 

Against the backdrop of the change in the realignment of 
Okinawa Marines is growing pressure from the U.S. Congress 
which is calling on the administration of President Barack 
Obama to review the current plan due to rising construction 
costs amid budgetary constraints in the United States. 

In Hawaii, where the Pacific Command is located, it is 
believed to be easier to accept some Marine troops from 
Okinawa as it hosts about 10,000 Marines, compared with 
Guam where infrastructure is insufficient. 

Japan and the United States remain committed to 
relocating the Futenma base to a less densely populated 
coastal area of Okinawa Prefecture, but the project has been 
deadlocked due to strong local opposition. 
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Okinawa Finds Gov't Report On U.S. Base Relocation 
Problematic 

A panel of the Okinawa prefectural government decided 
Tuesday to underline problems of an environmental 
assessment impact report on the planned relocation of the U.S. 
Marine Corps' Futenma Air Station within the prefecture in its 
recommendations to be presented to Gov. Hirokazu Nakaima. 

The group examined the key assessment report on the 
long-stalled base transfer that was submitted by the central 
government in December and found it problematic. Nakaima 
is required to present to Tokyo his opinion on the report based 
on the panel paper to be put forward by mid-February. 

At a panel meeting Tuesday, a draft report prepared by 
Okinawa prefectural officials said surveys conducted by the 
central government to examine the environmental impact in 25 
areas were insufficient and underestimated adverse effects on 
the environment. 

The 25 areas include the habitat of the dugong, an 
endangered marine mammal, and possible impact from the 
deployment of the MV22 Osprey vertical takeoff and landing 
aircraft. 

The paper especially noted that the introduction of the 
Osprey aircraft, which has a record of crashes during test 
flights, could trigger serious problems. 

It also criticized the central government for including 
Osprey's deployment in its report without hearing opinions of 
local municipalities in advance, saying Tokyo went through 
"inappropriate procedures." 

Kuniharu Miyagi, a professor at Okinawa International 
University and head of the group, told reporters that panel 
members expect Nakaima to seek the Marine base relocation 
out of the prefecture in presenting his opinion on the 
environment impact assessment report. 

Under a Japan-U.S. accord, the Futenma airstrip located 
in a densely populated residential area in Ginowan is set to be 
transferred to the less populated coastal area in Nago, both in 
Okinawa. 

The deadline for the governor's opinion is set at Feb. 20 
on the part of the report regarding the construction of a 
replacement airfield in Nago and at March 27 on the 
reclamation project for that purpose. 

Nakaima has repeatedly said the Futenma relocation 
within the prefecture is "effectively impossible." 
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39. Truman Sailors To Pitch In Around Town 
Sailors to participate in community service day 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 31 JAN 12) 

NORFOLK, Va. - More than 1,000 Sailors aboard the 
aircraft carrier USS Harry S. Truman will be working 
throughout Hampton Roads one day this week during a 
community service day. 

The Truman Sailors will join nine local organizations on 
Wednesday as they participate in projects to help clean up and 
beautify area attractions and other locations. 

The sites include Norfolk Botanical Gardens, Nauticus, 
Portsmouth parks and recreation and city libraries in Norfolk. 

The service day is just the first for the Truman Sailors. 
Every month, one day will be set aside for community service. 
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40. Hospital Begins Major Renovation 
(JACKSONVILLE (NC) DAILY NEWS 31 JAN 12) ... Hope Hodge 

As the Camp Lejeune Naval Hospital begins to undergo a 
massive $57.2-million facelift and expansion, hospital staff are 
preparing for the first phase of the project, which will affect 
how patrons use the facility. Beginning Monday Feb. 6, the 
hospital’s main lobby and primary entrance will be sealed off, 
so that the space can be enlarged, reconfigured and updated. 

“The way (the lobby) is situated in the hospital, it really is 
a crossroads,” said Pat Alford, the hospital’s executive 
coordinator of organizational growth and development. “So 
we’ll be having to move people in a different way.” 

From next week to July, when the main entrance is 
scheduled to reopen, the hospital will put up signs and covered 
walkways directing patrons to enter the building to the right, 
near the pediatrics clinic, or to the left, near the family practice 
offices. 

During that time, workers will knock out a glass wall to 
extend the lobby space, dismantle a central staircase and 
relocate it at the back of the entrance, reconfigure a pharmacy 
waiting area to make it larger and replace dated dark brick 
flooring with a more modern terrazzo tile. 

“The hospital was built in 1983,” Alford said. “We’re 
putting a new face on it in many aspects, and certainly, this is 

one of the more public faces. The ultimate goal is to maker it a 
much more open and inviting space.” 

Alford said a larger entrance area would also enable 
hospital commands to use the space for special events or 
formal gatherings. 

“From the military perspective, it will be a bit larger, so 
should there be an occasion to have a reenlistment ceremony 
or a retirement ceremony or an award given or something like 
that, it will be much more suitable for that activity as well,” he 
said. 

Hospital public affairs director Raymond Applewhite said 
he had been spreading the word about the entrance detour 
through unit commands, spouses’ groups and veterans’ 
organizations to make sure everyone who used the hospital 
was informed about the change. No hospital services would be 
affected by the work, he said. 

The lobby overhaul is an early phase in a project that will 
expand the existing hospital facility by more than 25 percent, 
providing for the construction of a new outpatient clinic, 
massive expansion of the emergency department and internal 
magnetic resonance imaging capabilities at the hospital. 

The first major renovation to the hospital since it was 
built will also include additional space for orthopedics, 
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podiatry, physical and occupational therapy, family medicine, 
ear, nose and throat medicine, ophthalmology, dermatology, 
mental health, surgery, laboratory, pharmacy and radiology, as 
well as administrative spaces. 

The project will enable a number of departments currently 
housed in trailer outbuildings to accommodate growth to move 
into the main facility. 

The bulk of the work will be completed between 2013 and 
2015. 
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41. Bipartisan Effort Seeks To Examine Lejeune Water Ills 
(NEW BERN (NC) SUN JOURNAL 31 JAN 12) ... Sue Book 

A bipartisan effort by both North Carolina U.S. senators 
and several representatives asks that records on the Camp 
Lejeune water system remain open. 

Information shared Monday by Sen. Richard Burr, R-NC, 
and Sen. Kay Hagan, D-NC, asserts that the Marine Corps 
asked the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) 
to remove Camp Lejeune’s water system infrastructure 
information for national security concerns. 

The information is part of an Agency for Toxic 
Substances and Disease Registry (ATSDR) scientific report on 
three decades of water contamination at Camp Lejeune. 

The report including the infrastructure information is part 
of a longtime, ongoing effort by former base residents and 
others working on their behalf to get to the bottom of base tap 
water contamination by the chemical TCE, which the EPA 
acknowledged in October 2011 is a carcinogen. 

A Friday letter to CDC Director Dr. Thomas R. Frieden 
from Burr, Hagan, Rep. Brad Miller, D-NC, and others asks 
for a response by Feb. 19 to five specific questions. 

“The men and women who served at Camp Lejeune are 
seeking answers to questions about how they were affected by 
contaminated drinking water,” they said. “Without an open 
and transparent process, questions about the validity of the 
ATSDR studies could be raised in the future. 

“The USMC’s most recent concerns regarding these 
studies – conveyed in writing only days before the Chapter ‘B’ 
report was to be released – have raised serious questions about 
the legal basis for their claims of force protection 
vulnerabilities,” they said. Because of the Navy’s “past lack of 
cooperation and transparency” this request to “redact portions 

of a statutorily required report has only heightened our 
concerns.” 

While they are told the absence of the specific 
information “will have no effect on the conclusions contained 
in the report,” they said, “we remain concerned that these 
redactions may have established a legal precedent for 
withholding information from scientific studies for reasons of 
national security without adequate legal justification.” 

“Full transparency of Camp Lejeune contaminated 
drinking water is fundamental to ensuring the public 
understands what happened,” said Hagan, a member of the 
Senate Armed Services Committee. “It’s also the only way for 
victims and their families to get the answers they deserve.” 

Burr said the request also troubles him because “this 
information has been publicly available for several years and it 
is unclear why it suddenly became a security threat and had to 
be removed from the report released” Jan. 19. 

He said Marines, Sailors and their families living “at 
Camp Lejeune were exposed to TCE and other dangerous 
chemicals in their tap water” and “a significant portion of this 
community… suffered severe health consequences, such as 
cancers caused by exposure to TCE.” 

The EPA’s recent “acknowledgement of a direct scientific 
connection between TCE and a number of cancers and 
illnesses helped answer some questions…but many more 
questions remain,” Burr said. 

Hagan and Burr are co-sponsors of the Caring for Camp 
Lejeune Veterans Act that would open access to VA health 
care for veterans and their family members who developed 
health problems after exposure to contaminated water at Camp 
Lejeune. 
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NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
42. Senate Anti-Sequestration Plan Could Seek Fed Workforce Savings 
(DEFENSE DAILY 01 FEB 12) ... Emelie Rutherford 

Republican senators fighting potential defense-spending 
reductions triggered by failed budget negotiations are 
finalizing legislation that may try to offset initial Pentagon 
cuts with savings from attrition in the federal workforce. 

The emerging plan, crafted by lawmakers including Sens. 
John McCain (R-Ariz.) and Jon Kyl (R-Ariz.), could look 
similar to the Down Payment to Protect National Security Act 
in the House. That bill, which House Armed Services 
Committee (HASC) Chairman Howard "Buck" McKeon (R-
Calif.) unveiled last month in his chamber, would reduce the 
federal workforce to fund a one-year reprieve from the 
sequestration cuts. 

"Whatever we do needs to be coordinated with the 
House," Sen. Lindsey Graham (R-S.C.) told reporters 
yesterday at the Capitol. A group of GOP senators, also 

including Sens. Kelly Ayotte (R-N.H.) and John Cornyn (R-
Texas), emerged from an afternoon meeting in Kyl's office 
yesterday saying they could unveil anti-sequestration 
legislation as soon as tomorrow. 

The Budget Control Act of 2011 says if a "super 
committee" of lawmakers failed to craft a federal-deficit-
cutting plan--as it did--a sequestration process would trigger 
$1.2 trillion in long-term cuts starting in January 2013, with 
half coming from the Pentagon. Those defense cuts, which are 
calculated to actually be $500 billion, would be on top of a 
$450 billion reduction to the Pentagon's 10-year spending 
plans already approved by the law. 

McCain, the ranking member of the Senate Armed 
Services Committee (SASC), told reporters he still favors 
offering a bill that would stop just the first year of 
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sequestration cuts and replace them with savings found in 
other parts of the federal budget. 

"I think so," McCain said when asked after yesterday's 
meeting if the legislation will call for a one-year sequestration 
reprieve. "But we haven't totally decided on anything." 

Stopping just the first year of sequestration cuts to 
defense would require finding roughly $55 billion in other 
savings. 

The senators have been talking about finding money to 
replace the Pentagon cuts with savings gleaned from 
reductions to the federal workforce through attrition, 
congressional aides said. 

Graham, Cornyn, and Ayotte, all SASC members, said 
they believe that idea makes sense, while noting other options 
are being considered. Ayotte noted she is a co-sponsor of 
separate legislation from Sen. Tim Johnson (D-S.D.) to reduce 
the federal workforce through attrition. "So I think this is 
something that we should be looking for as savings no matter 
what the circumstances are," she told reporters. 

In the House, the Down Payment to Protect National 
Security Act now has more than 40 co-sponsors, HASC 
spokesman Claude Chafin said yesterday. "The more details 
come out about the upcoming defense budget, the more 
interest the bill attracts," he said. 

The House bill calls for reducing the federal workforce, 
including civilians in the Pentagon, by 10 percent through 
attrition and then applying the savings to pay off the first year 
of sequestration cuts for both defense and non-defense 
categories. McKeon says a 10 percent reduction could be 
achieved over a decade by only hiring one federal bureaucrat 
for every three who retire. The workforce reduction, he 
estimates, would save $127 billion; he wants $110 billion to 
pay for the one-year sequestration delay and $17 billion to 
reduce the deficit. In the Senate, the Republicans crafting their 
plan acknowledge they need the support of Democrats. 

SASC Chairman Carl Levin (D-Mich.) has said he does 
not want to tinker with the sequestration setup and instead 
wants Congress to go back to work and craft a full-blown 
deficit reduction plan. Levin, like other Democrats and some 
pundits, said the sequestration cuts cannot be avoided without 
raising revenue through steps such as raising taxes. President 
Barack Obama said on Nov. 21, 2011, the day the "super 
committee" announced defeat, that he would "veto any effort 
to get rid of those automatic spending cuts to domestic and 
defense spending." He said he wanted congressional 
Democrats and Republicans to agree on a large-scale deficit-
cutting plan. 
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43. White House Reopens Debate Over Contractor Pay 
(GOVERNMENT EXECUTIVE 31 JAN 12) ... Charles S. Clark 

Unsatisfied with the contractor pay reforms in the fiscal 
2012 Defense authorization act, the White House on Tuesday 
called on Congress to again take up a proposal that President 
Obama offered last fall to cap contractor pay that is 
reimbursable by the government at $200,000. 

Lesley Field, acting administrator of the Office of Federal 
Procurement Policy, wrote in a blog post Tuesday that 
Congress should go beyond the "modest changes" made in 
December and "end the overpayment" of contractors. 

"The president believes that asking the American people 
to pay a 250 percent-plus raise for contracting executives just 
doesn't make sense -- especially in the current fiscal 
environment," she wrote. "He proposed to end this excessive 
reimbursement by abolishing the outdated statutory formula 
and instead bringing the cap down to a level on par with what 
the government pays its own executives -- approximately 
$200,000." 

Field stressed that contractors are free to pay their 
executives at any level they choose, but the reimbursement 
rate from the government -- which is currently at $693,951 -- 
should come down. 

Under the law, she wrote, the Office of Management and 
Budget "will soon be forced to publish a notice in the Federal 
Register that raises the cap even higher -- tens of thousands of 

dollars above what it was in 2010 -- and taxpayers will 
continue to have their hard-earned resources spent reimbursing 
contractor executives far in excess of what can be justified." 

The authorization act expanded the existing $693,951 cap 
"to cover all contractor employees (instead of only a 
company's five most highly paid executives, as provided in 
current law)," a Senate Armed Services Committee summary 
stated. The law made an exception for scientists and engineers 
"if necessary to ensure continued DoD access to needed skills 
and capabilities." 

The contracting community generally applauded the 
recent change, saying it would continue to allow them to pay 
competitive salaries to attract top talent that otherwise might 
go to firms that do not depend on government contracts. 

Criticism of the administration's proposal came from the 
American Federation of Government Employees, which 
objected to the fact that the White House proposal would 
apply only to the top five highest-paid executives in a 
contracting firm. "The White House might get a good sound 
bite by saying it's going after runaway contractor salaries," 
National President John Gage said Tuesday, "but its plan 
would still leave taxpayers paying inflated salaries for 
thousands of contractor employees." 
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44. Cole Bombing Suspect Killed In Yemen In U.S. Airstrike 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 31 JAN 12) ... Ahmed Al-Haj 

SANAA, Yemen - U.S. airstrikes targeting leaders from 
Yemen's active al-Qaida branch killed four suspected 
militants, including a man suspected of involvement in the 
2000 bombing of the Navy's Norfolk-based destroyer Cole, 
officials said Tuesday. 

Missiles struck a school and a car late Monday in the 
southern Abyan province, Yemeni security and military 
officials said. Large swaths of the province have fallen under 
the influence of al-Qaida as the militants exploit a security 
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vacuum stemming from an uprising against President Ali 
Abdullah Saleh that began last year. 

The U.S. considers the Yemen branch of al-Qaida to be 
one of the most dangerous arms of the terrorist group. U.S. 
aircraft have targeted al-Qaida leaders there before, notably 
killing Anwar al-Awlaki, a U.S. citizen, last year. The U.S. 
rarely comments on its air activity in Yemen. 

Al-Qaida in Yemen has been linked to several attacks 
targeting the U.S., including that by the "underwear bomber" 
who tried to bring down an airliner over Detroit on Christmas 
two years ago. 

Tribal officials in the area said the latest strike hit the 
militants as they were holding an important meeting at the 
school. Air strikes also hit targets in the surrounding 
mountains and a car carrying people to the meeting between 
the towns of Lauder and Moudia. Another car on its way to the 
meeting got away, the officials said. 

Yemeni security officials originally put the death toll at 
15 people but later lowered that figure to four. They also said 
12 militants were wounded in the strikes. 

They said one of the suspected militants killed was 
involved in the bombing of the USS Cole in October 2000, 
which killed 17 American Sailors and injured 39 others. They 
identified him as Abdel-Monem al-Fathani. The attack on the 
U.S. destroyer was carried out while it was in the Yemeni port 
of Aden for refueling. 

Al-Fathani was the only one of those killed wanted by 
Yemeni authorities for al-Qaida activities, but he was not 
considered a high ranking leader in the group, the officials 
said. 

A Western official in Washington confirmed the U.S. 
carried out a strike against suspected leaders from al-Qaida in 

the Arabian Peninsula, saying initial indications were that five 
people were killed. The official did not say where the strike hit 
or specify whether it was carried out by a pilotless drone or a 
warplane. 

All the officials spoke on condition of anonymity because 
they weren't authorized to release the information. 

Security across Yemen, the Arab world's poorest country, 
has largely collapsed during the nearly year-old popular 
uprising against Saleh. The militants have taken advantage of 
the political instability to step up operations across weakly 
governed remote provinces, while authorities focused their 
resources on putting down the protests that were inspired by 
other Arab Spring revolts. 

Also Tuesday, armed tribesmen from the al-Mahweet 
province kidnapped six United Nations workers — an Iraqi 
woman, a Palestinian woman, a Colombian man, a German 
man and two Yemeni men, said the head of the area's local 
council, Ali Ahmed al-Zukaym. 

A U.N. official in Yemen confirmed the kidnapping, 
speaking on condition of anonymity because he was not 
authorized to brief reporters. 

Tribes in Yemen have historically used kidnapping as a 
way of getting concessions from the government and hostages 
are ordinarily well treated before being released. Al-Zukaym 
said local leaders were negotiating with the kidnappers to 
release the six. 

Yemeni Information Minister Ali al-Omrani escaped an 
assassination attempt when his car came under fire Tuesday 
outside the Cabinet building in the capital Sanaa, according to 
his spokesman, Abdul-Basit al-Qaidi. 
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45. Alleged Bomber's Lawyer Wants To Question Yemeni 
(MIAMI HERALD 31 JAN 12) ... Carol Rosenberg 

Guantanamo defense lawyers for an alleged al Qaida 
bomber asked an Army judge on Tuesday to order Yemeni 
President Ali Abdullah Saleh to undergo war court 
questioning at a New York hospital. 

Navy Lt. Cmdr. Stephen Reyes wouldn’t say what he 
wants to ask the former Yemeni strongman on behalf of Abd 
al Rahim al Nashiri, who faces a death penalty trial at 
Guantanamo next year. He did said he believed the chief 
military commissions judge could issue a subpoena that 
“would compel the Yemeni president to be deposed — despite 
a U.S. State Department declaration that the 69-year-old 
Yemeni would receive diplomatic immunity as head of state. 

Saleh arrived in the United States this weekend for 
treatment of burns he suffered in June during a bomb attack at 
his palace mosque amid a popular uprising to oust him from 
power. Elections for his replacement are slated for Feb. 21. 

Pentagon prosecutors alleged that Nashiri, a self-
described former millionaire from Mecca, Saudi Arabia, 
orchestrated al Qaeda’s bombing of the USS Cole off Yemen 
in October 2000 when Saleh was firmly in charge of his 

homeland. Suicide bombers blew up the $1 billion U.S. 
warship in Aden harbor, killing 17 U.S. Sailors. 

It was also during Saleh’s tenure that some other accused 
Cole bombers were captured, convicted and escaped from a 
Sana’a prison. 

The filing was under seal Tuesday to give U.S. 
intelligence agencies time to scrub it. 

Pentagon prosecutors have yet to respond, and a 
spokesman for the Yemeni Embassy in Washington had no 
comment. 

The prosecution seeks the execution of Nashiri as Osama 
bin Laden’s alleged chief of Arabian Sea operations against 
both U.S. ships as well as the French oil tanker the Limburg. 
A crew member died in the October 2002 attack. 

Defense lawyers argue that Nashiri’s case is tainted by 
torture because CIA agents waterboarded him and interrogated 
him with a revving drill and a handgun cocked near his head 
before his transfer to the U.S. Navy base in Cuba in September 
2006 for trial. 

Return to Index 
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46. Former Southwest CEO Speaks At Naval Academy Leadership Conference 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 31 JAN 12) ... Jessica Clark, U.S. Naval Academy Public Affairs 

ANNAPOLIS, Md. -- Howard Putnam, former CEO of 
Southwest and Braniff Airlines, presented his views on 
leadership Jan. 31 as the keynote speaker for the second day of 
the Naval Academy Leadership Conference. 

"Attitude starts at the top," said Putnam to an audience of 
students and faculty from both military and civilian 
universities. "Make your vision clear, and if you say your 
people are important, you better mean it." 

Putnam possesses a varied background in the airline 
industry. He learned to fly his father's J-3 Piper Cub while 
growing up on a farm in Iowa, and his first job in the airline 
business was as a baggage handler in Chicago at age 17. He 
worked his way through thirteen different positions with 
United Airlines before becoming the Group Vice President of 
Marketing. 

He took over as CEO of Southwest in 1978. The company 
has been profitable every year for over thirty years, a record 
unsurpassed by any other airline. 

"I was impressed by Howard Putnam," said Midshipman 
1st Class Amanda Serfass. "It amazes me that he is such an 

accomplished leader, but he's also extraordinarily humble. He 
stressed the importance of not letting your ego take over while 
also boosting the ego of those around you. 

"What I took away from his speech is that you have to 
reach down to the most subordinate person to get suggestions 
and help build what you're working toward," said Serfass. 

Howard became CEO of the financially-troubled Braniff 
International in 1981, successfully leading it through chapter 
11 bankruptcy and back to operation in 1984. 

Through this experience, Putnam learned that the 
challenges are what develop leadership. You learn by taking 
on the difficult challenges, Putnam said. 

"Turbulence is inevitable, but misery is optional," Putnam 
said. "Make turbulence work for you." 

Putnam is the author of "The Winds of Turbulence" on 
leadership and ethics. Harvard University wrote a case study 
on his experiences at Braniff, entitled "The Ethics of 
Bankruptcy," as a model for handling stakeholders in crisis. 
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47. The USS Lincoln Has Sailed For Good, But Keep Up With Facebook 
Keep up with Everett's first carrier on Navy website and Facebook 
(EVERETT (WA) HERALD 01 FEB 12) ... Gale Fiege 

EVERETT -- Do you miss the USS Abraham Lincoln? 
The Navy aircraft carrier made its final departure from 

Everett on Dec. 7, headed to a regularly scheduled deployment 
and then on to Virginia for an overhaul of its nuclear reactors. 

If Port Gardner seems a little empty without the monolith, 
current technology provides an intimate, if limited, view of the 
ship and its crew. 

The Lincoln's public affairs officer Lt. Cmdr. Steven 
Curry, who heads up the award-winning media team on the 
ship, invites people to become fans of the Abe on Facebook. 
Another way to see photos of what's happening on the Lincoln 
are available at www.navy.mil. Just search for the Lincoln. 

On the Lincoln's Facebook page, one can find current 
videotaped reports by the skipper and other officers in the 
Lincoln's command. 

A recent post is of the ship's air wing commander talking 
about counterpiracy operations in the Persian Gulf, along with 
thanks to the people of the "Lincoln Nation" for their support 
from home. 

Issues of the Penny Press, the ship's weekly news 
magazine, are posted, complete with photos of the Nimitz-
class carrier from the air and profiles of some of the Sailors. 

Videos of Sailors' visits and humanitarian projects at 
various ports of call offer a travelogue for people who may 
never be able to take a vacation in places such as Thailand. 

Other news department projects onboard include a 
chronicle of one Sailor's 16-hour work day. 

A highlight on the Facebook wall is access to the usually 
funny and always informative "Boat Show.” 

In a recent show, Sailors talk about exercise as a way to 
deal with stress, and how the ship's crew deals with the trash 
produced by the 5,000 people on board. 

The Boat Show is alternately goofy and touching. 
The "commercials" on the show are messages from 

Sailors to their families. Most offer a "shout out" to spouses 
and parents and end their message with "Peace!" 

The USS Nimitz is scheduled to move from Bremerton to 
its new homeport, Naval Station Everett, in the next several 
weeks. 

The Nimitz also has a Facebook page, where fans can 
view issues of the Nimitz News. 

There, for example, one can read about the late Lt. Cmdr. 
Regina Mills. 

Mills, whose previous assignments included service on 
the Lincoln and at Whidbey Island Naval Air Station, was 
killed Jan. 23 when she stopped to help a motorcyclist who 
had crashed on an icy stretch of Highway 16 near Bremerton. 
Mills was standing on the shoulder of the road when another 
crash caused a vehicle to hit and kill the officer. 

Mills, 44, of Everett, was the aircraft handling officer on 
the Nimitz, responsible for the arrangement of aircraft on the 
flight and hangar decks. 

The tributes on Facebook to Lt. Cmdr. Mills show the 
commitment of the Navy to its members and offer a peek at 
life on an aircraft carrier. 

View Gallery (6 Photos) 
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OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
48. U.S. Forces Give The Nod To Biofuels 
(CANBERRA TIMES (AUSTRALIA) 01 FEB 12) ... Michael Richardson 

Don't laugh! The United States military is dead serious 
about being able to fly its combat and cargo planes on jet fuel 
derived from algae and plants, and to power many of its 
warships on biodiesel from used cooking oil and non-food-
grade animal fats. 

The home-grown biofuel program, which has been under 
way for several years, is part of a broader strategy to increase 
U.S. military fuel security and reduce reliance on foreign oil 
by raising energy efficiency levels in the armed forces and 
finding cost-effective alternatives to fuel refined from oil. 

To demonstrate the strides made, the U.S. Navy says it 
will deploy a “green strike group” when the U.S. and partner 
navies gather later this year for the biennial Rim of the Pacific 
(RIMPAC) exercise, the world's largest international maritime 
manoeuvres. The last RIMPAC in June and July 2010 in the 
central Pacific off Hawaii brought together units and 
personnel from 14 countries, including Australia. It involved 
32 surface ships, five submarines, over 170 aircraft and 20,000 
service men and women. 

This time, planes on the U.S. nuclear-powered aircraft 
carrier, along with two escorting destroyers and a cruiser, will 
run on a 50-50 blend of biofuel and regular petroleum fuel 
during the sea exercises. 

“We think that this represents a major step in energy 
independence for the U.S.,” said Navy Secretary Ray Mabus, 
when he announced the move last month. He added that it was 
also a step towards “reducing our dependence on unstable 
sources of foreign energy, as well as reducing the budget 
shocks that come with buying fuel from potentially or actually 
unstable” countries. 

The Navy plans to follow the RIMPAC demonstration by 
sending a carrier group on a multi-month deployment in 2016 
using 50 per cent biofuel for surface ships and aircraft. 
Dubbed the Great Green Fleet, after the famous Great White 
Fleet that the U.S. sent around the world in the early 1900s to 
vaunt its growing military power, the long-haul despatch is 
intended to underscore the Navy's determination to cut its oil 
use in half by 2025. 

The U.S. Air Force, the Pentagon's biggest jet fuel user, is 
certifying fighters, bombers and cargo jets to run on a 50 per 
cent biofuel mix. It aims to switch half of the continental U.S. 
jet fuel requirements to alternative fuels by 2016. 

Combat and non-combat vehicles are next in line for 
biofuels and increased efficiency. The U.S. military is also 

introducing solar power in place of diesel generators to 
provide electricity at its bases at home and abroad The stated 
aim is to turn a profligate energy waster into the world's most 
energy efficient major military force. The task is huge, but so 
is the patronage and buying power that the military can bring 
to bear. 

The U.S. armed forces guzzle far more petrol, diesel and 
jet fuel than any other organisation in the world. Three-
quarters of the Defence Department's energy use supports 
military operations at home and in more than 100 countries 
around the world where U.S. forces are active, including many 
in Asia and the Pacific. In 2010, the Pentagon used nearly 5 
billion gallons of oil-based fuel in military operations. 

The bill amounted to $US13.2billion, a 255 per cent rise 
on 1997 prices. 

In 2008, when oil prices reached a record of $US147 a 
barrel, the U.S. military spend nearly $US20 billion to secure 
the energy it needed. Every dollar per barrel rise in the oil 
price adds $US30 million a year to the Navy's budget alone. 

One of the most promising biofuel feedstocks of 
immediate interest to the U.S. military is camelina sativa, an 
oilseed plant that comes from Europe. It belongs to the 
mustard family, along with broccoli, cabbage and canola, 
which yields a widely used cooking oil. 

Both U.S. military planes and civilian airliners have made 
successful test flights using a blend of regular kerosene jet fuel 
and camelina biofuel. Camelina is now being increasingly 
widely planted in the U.S. by farmers using genetically 
engineered high-yield seeds. 

It is an attractive crop because of growing demand, low 
fertiliser and water requirements, and profitable co-products 
such as camelina meal and biomass as well as biofuel. The 
plant also grows well in Australia, Canada and Europe. But if 
camelina is to become a well-established and reliable source 
of renewable aviation fuel, it will have compete on price with 
oil-based fuels. It will also have to be grown in commercial-
scale quantities for refining. 

Whatever the outcome, the U.S. military's search for 
alternative cost-competitive fuels to oil will continue because 
enhanced energy security is critical to power projection and 
military superiority. 

The writer is a visiting senior research fellow at the 
Institute of South-east Asian Studies in Singapore. 
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49. Year Of The Dragon 
China's military buildup necessitates a Navy upgrade, not cutback 
(WASHINGTON TIMES 01 FEB 12) ... Adm. James A. Lyons 

On Jan. 5, President Obama unveiled a new defense 
strategy in general terms, de-emphasizing nation-building land 
wars such as those in Iraq and Afghanistan in favor of a 
strategic shift that focuses on East Asia and the Western 
Pacific. This budget-driven strategy has shortcomings and will 
result in increased risk for our nation. 

The Obama administration and Congress agreed last year 
on $450 billion in military budget cuts through 2021. This was 

on top of $350 billion in weapons programs already cut. The 
military services face the potential of another cut of $500 
billion to $600 billion starting next January under 
"sequestration." Needless to say, such cuts would be 
devastating to our military. As past administrations have done, 
Obama officials are trying to capitalize on an illusory "peace 
dividend," which history has shown to be shortsighted. 



 38

The strategy glosses over the fact that while Arab Spring 
uprisings in the Middle East are still in a state of flux, 
Islamists have clearly achieved control through the democratic 
process. Furthermore, there is no resolution to Iran's drive to 
achieve a nuclear weapon capability. Iran's latest threats to 
close the strategic Strait of Hormuz cannot be dismissed and 
must be factored into any threat equation. Nonetheless, a plan 
to address China's unprecedented, rapid military expansion 
affecting the strategic balance in the Western Pacific is a 
necessity. 

Since 2002, China has been using our involvement in Iraq 
and Afghanistan to promote its own long-term objectives. 
Clearly, one of their objectives is to weaken our alliances with 
Japan and South Korea as well as our mutual defense treaty 
with the Philippines and our mandate to protect Taiwan. China 
in the near-term wants to dominate the Pacific out to the first 
island chain, which includes Taiwan and Japan and, 
eventually, the second island chain, which includes Guam. 
Such aggressive action by China had led some analysts to 
believe nations in the Western Pacific are slowly being 
"Finlandized." They have a point. 

China's rapid military buildup goes well beyond what they 
claim to be necessary for defense of the homeland. As part of 
its naval expansion program, China conducted the first sea 
trial of its aircraft carrier, which it purchased from Ukraine in 
August and probably will not be operational for another two 
years. By 2020, however, China could have a constant 
presence of three to four carriers in the Western Pacific. 

China's development of an anti-ship ballistic missile 
(ASBM) is clearly designed to target our aircraft carriers and 
other major ships. Furthermore, there are alarming indications 
that China may be equipping a new submarine class with 
ASBMs, which raises the potential for major U.S. ships to be 
"bracketed" with both land- and sea-launched ASBMs. This 
capability is part of their anti-access/anti-denial strategy, 
which is designed to prevent the United States from coming to 
the aid of Taiwan and other allies in a crisis situation. 

Statements by Undersecretary of Defense for Policy 
Michele Flournoy during her visit to China in December that 
we do not consider China an "adversary" do a disservice to 
U.S. objectives. Of course, China has become an adversary by 
its own conduct and threatening military expansion program, 
which clearly targets the U.S. Navy. The Chinese should be 

told in unambiguous terms they are on a dangerous course that 
could lead them into unchartered waters. 

As a stopgap measure, the Navy is developing long-range 
drones to launch from carriers, but this will not be sufficient 
for "forcible entry" in any direct conflict. Unfortunately, the 
restarted DDG-51 Arleigh Burke destroyers do not have the 
capability to counter China's new ASBMs. The Advanced 
Missile Defense Radar is key to providing such a capability, 
but its initial operational capability is estimated to be 2021 or 
2022. The Navy plans for it to be incorporated in the preferred 
surface combatant for the future, the upgraded DDG-51 Flight 
III hull. Notwithstanding a recent Government Accountability 
Office report, which severely questioned the limited analysis 
used by the Navy for selecting the DDG-51 hull for the future, 
the fleet needs a ballistic missile defense capability now. 

Putting aside the future hull's design, the ship that 
currently has the basic capability to counter an ASBM threat - 
be it launched from land or a submarine - is the Zumwalt-class 
destroyer. Using more than $11 billion in research and 
development, it was built from the keel up to be stealthy and is 
the only hull designed with the space, weight, cooling and 
power margins sufficient to grow efficiently into a ship 
providing a simultaneous ballistic and cruise missile defense 
capability in any environment. Its dual band radar will need to 
be restored with modified computer codes to support ballistic 
missile defense. Its missile launch system will also need to be 
modified to accommodate the SM-3 missile. 

Regretfully, a decision has been made to limit the 
production of this 21st century surface combatant to only three 
ships, because of cost considerations. The Navy has embarked 
on a questionable shipbuilding program, the Littoral Combat 
Ship, which is fitted with mission modules that have yet to be 
successfully developed. With current and future budget cuts, 
the Navy cannot afford to waste taxpayer dollars on a ship that 
essentially has no real war-fighting capability. The Littoral 
Combat Ship program should be canceled as soon as 
contractually feasible. The funds saved should be invested in 
modifying the current three Zumwalt-class destroyers to 
provide the necessary "gap filler" ballistic missile defense 
capability. There are less expensive, proven designs that could 
meet the Navy's need for low-end, multirole ships. 

Retired Adm. James A. Lyons was commander in chief of 
the U.S. Pacific Fleet and senior U.S.military representative 
to the United Nations. 
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50. Sensible SWO Training 
(NAVY TIMES 06 FEB 12) ... Editorial 

The Navy is revamping surface warfare officer training to 
ensure new ensigns get two months of instruction before 
reporting aboard their first ships. The new training will replace 
the four-week course they attend soon after reporting to their 
ships. 

That’s a smart move. 
Years ago, ensigns fresh from commissioning were sent 

to Surface Warfare Officer School for six months of training. 
But in 2003, in a push to save money and give SWOs more 
responsibility earlier, ensigns were sent straight to ships — 
only to have to man a computer for mandatory SWO training. 
They typically spent a year to 18 months aboard, then attended 
SWOS for three weeks. 

Commanders complained that newly reporting officers 
didn’t know enough of the basics to absorb the virtual training, 
and ensigns felt inept handling their new divisions. Tellingly, 
no other warfare community — such as submarines, aviation 
and SEALs— gutted formal instruction for new officers, but 
instead continued to invest in the front end of their training 
pipelines. They picked only the best officers in those 
communities to provide that training. 

The surface force, amid signs that professional and 
maintenance standards were slipping, initiated a three-week 
basic skills class for new ensigns in 2008 and grew it to four 
weeks in 2010. That helped ensure ensigns showed up with a 
better grasp of the fundamentals of shiphandling, maintenance 
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and paperwork. They reported aboard with greater confidence 
in their abilities and less need to tax the time of ship’s 
company for guidance on the basics. So doubling down on 
training ensigns before they reach the fleet is good news for 
the divisions that they will lead and for the chiefs and petty 

officers who spent years turning know-nothing butter bars into 
solid crew members. 

The upfront investment in training will pay dividends for 
those new officers, their shipmates and the Navy. 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Navy Surgeon General Highlights Warfighter Support Role During Military Health System 
Conference 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 01 FEB 12) ... Navy Bureau of Medicine and Surgery Public Affairs 

NATIONAL HARBOR, Md. -- The top medical officer for the U.S. Navy and Marine Corps highlighted the key role his medical 
forces play in support of the operating forces to a capacity crowd at the 2012 Military Health System Conference held at the Gaylord 
National Resort and Convention Center Feb. 1. 

 
2. F-35 Joint Strike Fighter 2011 Year in Review 
(YOUTUBE 01 FEB 12) ... NAVAIR SYSCOM 

The F-35 Integrated Test Force at NAS Patuxent River looks back at 2011's test milestones and progress toward delivering the F-
35B and F-35C to the fleet. 

 
3. Navy Releases FY-12 Continuation Board Results To Commanders 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 01 FEB 12) ... Navy Personnel Command Public Affairs 

MILLINGTON, Tenn. -- Results from the Fiscal Year 2012 performance-based board for continuation of senior enlisted (FY-12 
SECB) were posted in Bupers Online (BOL) for command access Jan. 31. 

 
4. Panetta Says U.S. To End Afghan Combat Role As Soon As 2013 
(NEW YORK TIMES 02 FEB 12) ... Elisabeth Bumiller 

BRUSSELS — In a major milestone toward ending a decade of war in Afghanistan, Defense Secretary Leon E. Panetta said 
Wednesday that American forces would step back from a combat role there as early as mid-2013, more than a year before all 
American troops are scheduled to come home. 

 

CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
5. U.S. 6th Fleet Commander Visits CJTF-HOA Sailors 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 01 FEB 12) ... U.S. Air Force Staff Sergeant Andrew Caya, CJTF-HOA Public Affairs 

CAMP LEMONNIER, Djibouti -- The U.S. 6th Fleet commander visited U.S. Navy Sailors at Camp Lemonnier, Djibouti, Jan. 
30. 

 
6. Bataan ARG Returning After Almost 11 Months 
(NAVY TIMES 01 FEB 12) ... William H. McMichael 

Nearly 11 long months at sea will come to an end next Tuesday when the Bataan Amphibious Ready Group and more than 2,000 
sailors return to Hampton Roads after supporting operations in the European, African and Central Command areas of operation. 

 
7. Seabees Busy During Bold Alligator 2012 
(WVEC ABC NORFOLK 01 FEB 12) 

CAMP JOHNSON, NC -- Navy Seabees are busy building roads and relationship with Marines. On Tuesday, the Sailors were 
constructing a road on Camp Johnson, NC during Bold Alligator 2012. 

 
8. HSV-SPS NCIS Continue Subject Matter Expert Exchange In Peru 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 01 FEB 12) ... Lt. Matthew Comer, High Speed Vessel-Southern Partnership Station Public Affairs 

CALLAO, Peru -- A Naval Criminal Investigative Service (NCIS) team embarked on High Speed Vessel Swift (HSV 2) as HSV-
Southern Partnership Station 2012 (HSV-SPS 12) began the second iteration of its subject matter expert exchange (SMEE) in Callao, 
Peru, Jan. 30. 
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9. Report Blames Pilot Error In Super Hornet Crash 
(VISALIA (CA) TIMES-DELTA 01 FEB 12) ... David Castellon 

Navy investigators have concluded that pilot error likely caused a fatal Super Hornet crash in 2011 near Naval Air Station 
Lemoore, Calif. 

 

GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
10. India, China Cooperate To Make High Seas Safe 
New Delhi, Beijing join Japan in escorting merchant ships across waterways 
(DECCAN HERALD (INDIA) 01 FEB 12) 

Notwithstanding the simmering tension between them, India and China have begun to cooperate in the high seas to ensure safe 
passage of merchant vessels with optimal use of warships from both sides, which in turn saves resources for both. 

 
11. Why Britain And Argentina Are Tussling, Again, Over The Falklands 
Britain's decision to send a new, more powerful warship to the Falkland Islands has ignited a long-
simmering territorial dispute that came to war decades ago. 
(CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR 01 FEB 12) ... Mian Ridge 

LONDON - Decades of sharp exchanges between Britain and Argentina escalated this week as Argentina reasserted its claim to 
the Falklands Islands, a territory about 300 miles off the Argentine coast that has been ruled by Britain since 1833. Britain responded, 
as it always has, that it has no intention of giving the islands up. 

 
12. New U.K. Policy Focuses On Competition, Technology 
(DEFENSE NEWS 01 FEB 12) ... Andrew Chuter 

LONDON — Britain’s government finally took the wrappers off a new defense and security industrial policy Feb 1, laying out 
how it hopes to use open competition, technology and exportability to provide Europe’s biggest military spender and its industry with 
a viable future. 

 
13. NATO’s ‘Smart Defense’: Short-Term Projects, Long-Term Vision 
(DEFENSE NEWS 01 FEB 12) ... Julian Hale 

BRUSSELS — NATO’s smart defense initiative boils down to a series of short-term pragmatic projects and a long-term vision 
for building capabilities, explained a NATO official ahead of a meeting of alliance defense ministers Feb. 1 and 2. 

 
14. First Mistral Helicopter Carrier To Be Assigned To Russian Navy In 36 Months - Navy Commander 
(INTERFAX (RUSSIA) 01 FEB 12) 

ST. PETERSBURG - "The first Mistral amphibious assault ship will be assigned to the Russian navy in 36 months' time," 
Russian Navy Commander Vladimir Vysotsky told journalists on Wednesday. 

 

PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
15. Transition Benefits: NAS Kingsville Sailors Take Advantage Of Available Help 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 01 FEB 12) ... Fifi Kieschnick, Naval Air Station Kingsville Public Affairs 

NAVAL AIR STATION KINGSVILLE, Texas -- Four Naval Air Station (NAS) Kingsville Sailors not selected for retention by 
the Enlisted Retention Board (ERB) are now looking at their options, and what the Navy is doing to help with that process. 

 
16. Vaccine Cuts Viral Infections For Great Lakes Navy Recruits 
2 pills cost $111, but that's worth it to keep basic training on course, officials say 
(CHICAGO TRIBUNE 01 FEB 12) ... John Keilman 

After a hiatus lasting more than a decade, Naval Station Great Lakes is once again vaccinating its recruits against a virus that 
causes upper respiratory infections. 

 
17. NAVFAC Engineering Service Center Announces 2012 Engineers Of The Year 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 01 FEB 12) ... Darrell E. Waller, NAVFAC ESC Public Affairs 

PORT HUENEME, Calif. -- The Naval Facilities Engineering Service Center (NAVFAC ESC) announced the 2012 Military and 
Civilian Engineers of the Year, Feb. 1. 

 
18. SUBGRU 2 Sailor Reflects On Black History Month And His Successes In The Military 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 01 FEB 12) ... Lt. Cmdr. Jennifer Cragg, Commander, Submarine Group 2 Public Affairs 

GROTON, Conn. -- A Commander, Submarine Group (SUBGRU) 2 Senior Chief reflected on Black History Month, which began 
Feb. 1, the unique skill set he provides to the submarine force, and the leaders who made it possible. 
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19. Teachers Fondly Remember Young Sailor 
Gallant was bright student with goals set on a career in the Navy, educators say 
(WINCHESTER (KY) SUN 31 JAN 12) ... Katie Perkowski 

Taylor Gallant was known by his teachers as a highly intelligent, driven student who knew exactly what he wanted to do with his 
life a lot earlier than many of his peers — serve in the Navy. 

 
20. Wife Details Stabbing of Navy Husband 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 01 FEB 12) ... Dana Littlefield 

SAN DIEGO — Anxious and angry. 
 

FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
21. Central Coast Biofuel Plant Fuels U.S. Interest 
(GOSFORD EXPRESS ADVOCATE (AUSTRALIA) 02 FEB 12) ... Terry Collins 

A small company in Somersby could be a supplier of biofuel to U.S. Navy one day. 
 

22. Railgun Tech Takes A Step Towards Warship Reality 
(MSNBC 01 FEB 12) ... John Roach 

A war-ready electromagnetic railgun took a step closer to reality this week when the U.S. Navy awarded a defense contractor $10 
million to develop a piece of the power system needed to hurl projectiles at speeds up to 5,000 miles per hour. 

 
23. Northrop Grumman Wins Bid For Navy's Tactical Afloat Network 
(DEFENSE DAILY 02 FEB 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

Northrop Grumman has won the competition for the Navy's next generation ship-based tactical network over rival Lockheed 
Martin and will deliver the initial systems to the fleet. 

 
24. Boeing-Textron Team Seeks V-22 Sales Abroad As U.S. Readies Cuts 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 02 FEB 12) ... Tony Capaccio 

Textron Inc. and Boeing Co. are seeking buyers overseas for their V-22 Osprey as the Pentagon is moving to cut 24 of the aircraft 
from its new five-year plan, according to two U.S. officials. 

 

BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
25. Blue Angels Air Show Among Top 20 Events 
(PENSACOLA NEWS JOURNAL 01 FEB 12) 

The Pensacola Beach Blue Angels Air Show has been named one of the Top 20 Events in the Southeast for July by the Southeast 
Tourism Society. 

 
26. GOP Lawmaker On Potential BRAC Request: ‘Kill It’ 
(DEFENSE NEWS 01 FEB 12) ... Kate Brannen 

Rep. Buck McKeon, Republican chair of the House Armed Services Committee, did not mince words when asked what he would 
do to a Pentagon request for domestic base closures. 

 
27. Okinawa Pref. To Start Own Analysis Of Security Info From April 
(KYODO NEWS 02 FEB 12) 

NAHA -- The Okinawa prefectural government will set up a new division in April to collect and analyze security information on 
its own to help settle the long-stalled U.S. base relocation issue within the prefecture and other problems involving U.S. military 
presence, senior prefectural officials said Wednesday. 

 
28. Supply Center Completes Initial Phase of At-Risk Mentorship Program 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 01 FEB 12) ... Candice Villarreal, NAVSUP Fleet Logistics Center San Diego Public Affairs 

SAN DIEGO -- Naval Supply Systems Command (NAVSUP) Fleet Logistics Center (FLC) San Diego wrapped-up the first phase 
of its groundbreaking Teambuilding and Mentorship (T&M) program with San Diego Youth Services Jan. 31 at Naval Base San 
Diego. 

 
29. Base Exchanges Save Sailors 23 Percent, Navy Survey Says 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 01 FEB 12) ... Corinne Reilly 

Turns out Walmart isn’t the low-price leader after all – at least not if you’re in the Navy. 
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30. Navy Misawa Sailors Building "Lone Sailor" Snow Sculpture 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 01 FEB 12) ... Senior Chief Mass Communication Specialist Daniel Sanford, Naval Air Facility Misawa 
Public Affairs 

SAPPORO, Japan -- Six Sailors from Naval Air Facility (NAF) Misawa began building a snow sculpture Feb. 1 for the upcoming 
63rd Annual Sapporo Snow Festival here. 

 
31. Navy Hoping To Get $26m From Federal Government To Move Section Of Pipeline 
(KGTV ABC SAN DIEGO 01 FEB 12) ... Mitch Blacher 

SAN DIEGO -- The U.S. Navy is rushing to get an aging fuel pipeline off Point Loma's shoreline and is hoping to get $26 million 
from the federal government by spring to move it. 

 
32. Jacksonville Jaguars Cheerleaders And Football Players Visit USS Enterprise 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 01 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Kristin L. Grover, Enterprise Carrier Strike Group 
Public Affairs 

MAYPORT, Fla. -- Cheerleaders and football players from the NFL's Jacksonville Jaguars visited aircraft carrier USS Enterprise 
(CVN 65) while the ship was in port at Naval Station Mayport, Fla., Jan. 31. 

 

NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
33. Republicans Push To Stop Automatic U.S. Spending Cuts 
(REUTERS 02 FEB 12) ... Donna Smith 

WASHINGTON -- Wide-ranging U.S. spending cuts set to kick in next year for domestic and military programs would be 
scrapped by a proposal that some top Republicans plan to outline on Thursday. 

 
34. House Approves Measure To Freeze Federal Salaries 
(WASHINGTON POST 02 FEB 12) ... Ed O'Keefe 

House lawmakers voted Wednesday night to freeze their pay and the salaries of congressional staffers and civilian federal 
employees, scoring a symbolic victory for congressional Republicans who have targeted government compensation as an example of 
excessive federal spending. 

 
35. DOD Adds Vicodin, Xanax To Drug Testing, Offers 90-Day Amnesty 
(STARS AND STRIPES 02 FEB 12) ... Nathan A. Bailey 

TOKYO — The Defense Department announced an expansion of its drug testing program Wednesday to include widely abused 
prescription medications containing hydrocodone and benzodiazepine, but it’s offering an unprecedented 90-day amnesty period for 
servicemembers to come clean or get treatment. 

 
36. Tricare Fees Would Rise Faster Than Current Law Allows 
(NAVY TIMES 06 FEB 12) ... Andrew Tilghman and Rick Maze 

The Pentagon is refusing to accept a law Congress passed just last year that would limit future Tricare fee hikes for retirees to no 
more than the annual cost-of-living adjustment in retired pay. 

 
37. War Over Gays In Military In New Phase 
(POLITICO 01 FEB 12) ... Charles Hoskinson 

The national debate over gay marriage is threatening to spill over into the military, as activists from both sides of the volatile issue 
work to influence the Pentagon’s policy toward gay and lesbian service members and their families. 

 
38. Official Outlines Absentee Voting Options 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 01 FEB 12) ... Lisa Daniel 

WASHINGTON – Federal officials are urging military members, their families and other Americans living outside the United 
States to register to vote and request an absentee ballot. 

 
39. USO Innovates To Better Support Troops 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 31 JAN 12) ... Army Sgt. 1st Class Tyrone C. Marshall Jr. 

WASHINGTON – The USO has served America’s troops and their families for seven decades, but thanks to innovations and 
adaptability, it’s not the same old USO, the organization’s president said. 
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OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
40. Why America Needs Amphibious Skills 
Amphibious combat capabilities are vital to the U.S. military. This is no more so than in the Asia-Pacific 
region. 
(THE DIPLOMAT 01 FEB 12) ... Rep. J. Randy Forbes 

“Amphibious warfare.” To most Americans, the term conjures up images from HBO’s The Pacific, where U.S. Marines assault 
the beaches of Pacific islands on their way to Tokyo. Sure, it served its purpose in World War II, but are we ever going to need to fight 
our way onto a beach again? A decade of combat in the Middle East has only strengthened the opinion that the Marine Corps may be a 
muscular instrument of warfare, but its amphibious tradition is now ancient history. 

 
41. Nothing Like A Good Maritime Raid 
We started doing it 212 years ago. Now that the Marine Corps is going back to sea after a decade on the 
ground, it’s time to revive the Maritime Raid Force. 
(PROCEEDINGS MAGAZINE FEBRUARY 2012) ... Lt. Cmdr. Benjamin Armstrong, U.S. Navy 

The Navy/Marine Corps team has a long and storied past, operating together in everything from ship versus ship combat in the 
Age of Sail to the mastery of small wars and the amphibious warfare that has become its staple over the past half century. 
Operationally, many of the successful missions conducted by the Navy/Marine Corps team have involved maritime raiding. 

 
42. It’s Hurry Up And Wait For Joint Strike Fighters 
(HILTON HEAD ISLAND PACKET 01 FEB 12) ... Editorial 

Welcome to the supersonic version of the tortoise and the hare. 
 

43. What Flows From U.S. Marines in Australia? 
(JAKARTA GLOBE (INDONESIA) 01 FEB 12) ... Geoff Wade 

That U.S. engagement with East Asia has grown in recent years is news to none. But as the dust settles following U.S. President 
Barack Obama’s announcement of the imminent stationing of U.S. marines in northern Australia, it is perhaps time to assess what this 
development might augur for the broader East Asian region in the longer term. 

 
44. War's Glass Ceiling 
Pentagon moves closer to allowing women to fight 
(BOSTON GLOVE 02 FEB 12) ... Juliette Kayyem 

Over 130 women have died in the wars in Afghanistan and Iraq, and yet they were not in combat. This paradox - women fight in 
wars but are not assigned to fighting in wars due to the Pentagon's exclusionary policy - is at the center of a long-simmering debate 
that has avoided much of the Lady Gaga-ness surrounding repeal of the military's ban on homosexuals. But if 2011 was the year of 
ending the “don't ask, don't tell” prohibition, 2012 begins with hints about a significant policy transformation regarding women in 
combat. 

 

BBLLOOGGSS::  
45. EXCERPTS FROM BLOGS AROUND THE WORLD 
(PUBLISHED 30 JAN – 02 FEB 12) 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Navy Surgeon General Highlights Warfighter Support Role During Military Health System 

Conference 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 01 FEB 12) ... Navy Bureau of Medicine and Surgery Public Affairs 

NATIONAL HARBOR, Md. -- The top medical officer 
for the U.S. Navy and Marine Corps highlighted the key role 
his medical forces play in support of the operating forces to a 
capacity crowd at the 2012 Military Health System 
Conference held at the Gaylord National Resort and 
Convention Center Feb. 1. 

Navy Surgeon General, Vice Adm. Matthew Nathan, told 
an audience of more than 1,000 U.S. military and federal 
health care professionals that the main mission of Navy 
Medicine is to keep the nation's naval forces medically ready 
to operate around the world in support of U.S. national 
objectives. 

"Our job in Navy Medicine is to support the forward 
deployed force and provide readiness," said Nathan. "When 
the world dials 911, it's not to make an appointment." 

Nathan highlighted the Navy's global mission of being 
forward deployed to provide a power projection and 
deterrence role while also being ready to respond to 
humanitarian assistance and disaster response requirements. 

"We are a global force for good," said Nathan. "We build 
our Navy for war. But we operate our Navy for peace." 

The annual conference allows all the stakeholders in the 
U.S. military health system, including the representatives from 
all branches of service, TRICARE Management Activity, and 
the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs to come together and 
share lessons learned and best practices throughout the 
military medicine field. 

During his presentation, Nathan discussed the Navy 
medical role in battlefield trauma care and the successes the 
joint medical forces have achieved in caring for those 
wounded during the past decade of combat operations. 

"Our main mission is support to the warfighter and we're 
in the fight," said Nathan. "More than 50 percent of Navy 
[personnel] wounded over the past decade of war have been 
Navy Medicine. Our losses are 28 percent." 

According to Nathan, the continuum of care for combat 
wounded is unprecedented with a survivability rate of 
approximately 97 percent. He told the crowd that now the 
average time from when a patient receives near-mortal 
wounds on the battlefield until they end up at an intensive care 
unit at Walter Reed Bethesda, Brooke Army Medical Center, 
or Naval Medical Center San Diego is three to five days. He 
noted this is due to the cooperation of the Navy, Air Force and 
Army medical teams along the way. 

Nathan reminded the crowd that wounded warrior care is 
a long-term mission that will require continued collaboration 
among the services and other federal healthcare agencies. 

"This is going to be a military, Veteran's Affairs and 
private sector call to duty of America to deal with the numbers 
of service men and women who are dealing with traumatic 
brain injury and post-traumatic stress," said Nathan. 

Nathan concluded his remarks by highlighting the 
unprecedented achievements the joint medical team has 
accomplished together and affirmed his commitment to 
working with his service counterparts to look for greater 
efficiencies and better ways to conduct the business of 
healthcare for the U.S. military, families and veterans. 

"I've seen the synergy of what happens when the Army, 
Navy, and Air Force come together during medical 
operations," said Nathan. "We celebrate our victories together 
and mourn our losses together. We are family." 

As the Navy Surgeon General and Chief, Bureau of 
Medicine and Surgery, Nathan leads 63,000 Navy Medicine 
personnel that provide healthcare support to the U.S. Navy, 
Marine Corps, their families and veterans in high operational 
tempo environments, at expeditionary medical facilities, 
medical treatment facilities, hospitals, clinics, hospital ships 
and research units around the world. 

Return to Index 
 

2. F-35 Joint Strike Fighter 2011 Year in Review 
(YOUTUBE 01 FEB 12) ... NAVAIR SYSCOM 

The F-35 Integrated Test Force at NAS Patuxent River 
looks back at 2011's test milestones and progress toward 
delivering the F-35B and F-35C to the fleet. 

Video produced by the Patuxent River F-35 ITF. 
View Clip (RT: 7:27) 

Return to Index 
 

3. Navy Releases FY-12 Continuation Board Results To Commanders 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 01 FEB 12) ... Navy Personnel Command Public Affairs 

MILLINGTON, Tenn. -- Results from the Fiscal Year 
2012 performance-based board for continuation of senior 
enlisted (FY-12 SECB) were posted in Bupers Online (BOL) 
for command access Jan. 31. 

In accordance with NAVADMIN 194/11, Sailors not 
selected for retention will be notified by their commanding 
officer or officer-in-charge within seven calendar days of 
commander notification. After this seven-day notification 
period, a NAVADMIN will be released announcing that 

results are available in BOL for senior enlisted to check their 
individual status. 

The board, which convened Dec. 5, 2011, was a 
performance-driven review of approximately 7,700 active, full 
time support and Reserve master chiefs, senior chiefs and 
chiefs with more than 19 years of service and three years time-
in-grade. The board is a force management measure, like 
perform to serve, allowing the Navy to retain the best Sailors, 
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while meeting current and future planned end-strength 
controls. 

Senior enlisted considered by the board will be classified 
in one of three categories in BOL. 

S - Selected for continuation. 

N- Not selected for continuation. 

H- Not selected for continuation - In a hold status. 

Commanders, commanding officers and officers-in-
charge or their designated representatives are required to 
contact the Navy Personnel Command customer service center 
at 1-866-U-ASK-NPC or via e-mail at cscmailbox@navy.mil 
to verify that notification of senior enlisted not selected for 
continuation is complete. 

Commands shall immediately contact Navy Personnel 
Command (NPC) if a senior enlisted not selected for 
continuation has transferred or is serving on an individual 
augmentation manpower management (IAMM), global 

support assignment (GSA), overseas contingency operations 
support assignment (OSA), or mobilization. 

Detaching commands are responsible for notification in 
cases where the senior enlisted not selected for continuation is 
in transit between duty stations. The assigned Navy element 
commander shall ensure notification and support is provided 
when the senior enlisted not selected for continuation is 
assigned to a joint or non-Navy command. 

Sailors not selected for continuation must transfer to the 
Fleet Reserve or retire by Sept. 30, 2012, and will have access 
to the Navy's Transition Assistance Management Program. 
Transition Assistance information can be found at 
http://www.public.navy.mil/bupers-
npc/boards/ERB/Pages/TransitionInfo.aspx. 

For more information about the SECB read the 
NAVADMIN 194/11 and visit www.npc.navy.mil or contact 
NPC customer service center at 1-866-U-ASK-NPC or 
CSCmailbox@navy.mil. 

Return to Index 
 

4. Panetta Says U.S. To End Afghan Combat Role As Soon As 2013 
(NEW YORK TIMES 02 FEB 12) ... Elisabeth Bumiller 

BRUSSELS — In a major milestone toward ending a 
decade of war in Afghanistan, Defense Secretary Leon E. 
Panetta said Wednesday that American forces would step back 
from a combat role there as early as mid-2013, more than a 
year before all American troops are scheduled to come home. 

Mr. Panetta cast the decision as an orderly step in a 
withdrawal process long planned by the United States and its 
allies, but his comments were the first time that the United 
States had put a date on stepping back from its central role in 
the war. The defense secretary’s words reflected the Obama 
administration’s eagerness to bring to a close the second of 
two grinding ground wars it inherited from the Bush 
administration. 

Promising the end of the American combat mission in 
Afghanistan next year would also give Mr. Obama a certain 
applause line in his re-election stump speech this year. 

Mr. Panetta said no decisions had been made about the 
number of American troops to be withdrawn in 2013, and he 
made clear that substantial fighting lies ahead. “It doesn’t 
mean that we’re not going to be combat-ready; we will be, 
because we always have to be in order to defend ourselves,” 
he told reporters on his plane on his way to a NATO meeting 
in Brussels, where Afghanistan is to be a central focus. 

The United States has about 90,000 troops in Afghanistan, 
but 22,000 of them are due home by this fall. There has been 
no schedule set for the pace of the withdrawal of the 68,000 
American troops who will remain, only that all are to be out 
by the end of 2014. 

Mr. Panetta offered no details of what stepping back from 
combat would mean, saying only that the troops would move 
into an “advise and assist” role to Afghanistan’s security 
forces. Such definitions are typically murky, particularly in a 
country like Afghanistan, where American forces are spread 
widely among small bases across the desert, farmland and 
mountains, and where the native security forces have a mixed 
record of success at best. 

The defense secretary offered the withdrawal of the 
United States from Iraq as a model. American troops there 

eventually pulled back to large bases and left the bulk of the 
fighting to the Iraqis. 

At the same time, Mr. Panetta said the NATO discussions 
would also focus on a potential downsizing of Afghan security 
forces from 350,000 troops, largely because of the expense of 
maintaining such a large army. The United States and other 
NATO countries support those forces at a cost of around $6 
billion a year, but financial crises in Europe are causing 
countries to balk at the bill. 

“The funding is going to largely determine the kind of 
force we can sustain in the future,” Mr. Panetta said. 

He and his team played down last week’s announcement 
by President Nicolas Sarkozy of France that his country would 
break with its NATO allies and accelerate the withdrawal of 
its forces in Afghanistan by pulling back its troops a year 
early, by the end of 2013. Pentagon officials said Mr. Sarkozy 
and the United States might be more in tune than it appeared, 
although they acknowledged confusion about the French 
president’s statement and said their goal was to sort it out at 
the NATO meeting. 

“A lot of policy officials in Paris were scrambling” after 
Mr. Sarkozy’s announcement, a senior American defense 
official said. “So getting exactly to what the French bottom 
line is hasn’t been easy for them, much less for us.” The 
official spoke on the condition of anonymity because he was 
discussing the internal deliberations of another country. 

Mr. Sarkozy made the announcement after an attack by a 
rogue Afghan soldier who killed four unarmed French soldiers 
on a training mission. There have been similar episodes of 
Afghan troops’ killing of American forces, most recently 
involving the death of a Marine in Helmand Province this 
week. 

The senior defense official said the Americans considered 
the attacks as “isolated incidents,” although “obviously very 
disturbing.” He said vetting procedures for Afghan security 
forces were being reviewed. 

Mr. Panetta said he would also seek to reassure NATO 
that although budget constraints and a focus on Asia were 
forcing the United States to withdraw two combat brigades — 
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as many as 10,000 troops — from Europe, it was not 
abandoning its allies. The United States, he said, would try to 

make up some of the difference by rotating more troops in for 
training exercises in Europe. 

Return to Index 
 
 

CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
5. U.S. 6th Fleet Commander Visits CJTF-HOA Sailors 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 01 FEB 12) ... U.S. Air Force Staff Sergeant Andrew Caya, CJTF-HOA Public Affairs 

CAMP LEMONNIER, Djibouti -- The U.S. 6th Fleet 
commander visited U.S. Navy Sailors at Camp Lemonnier, 
Djibouti, Jan. 30. 

The Sailors shared their mission at Combined Joint Task 
Force - Horn of Africa (HOA) with Vice Adm. Frank 
Pandolfe, who is also U.S. Naval Forces Europe and U.S. 
Naval Forces Africa deputy commander. 

"The HOA mission is essential to security in this vital part 
of the world," said Pandolfe. "I've come to learn about the 
base, its function, the people stationed here and any issues 
they may have. I am extremely impressed with the Sailors I 
have met here. They are skilled at their specialties, are highly 
motivated and excited about the mission." 

During Pandolfe's first visit to Camp Lemonnier, he 
interacted with Sailors in many sections and saw firsthand the 
diversity and importance of the jobs they perform. 

"It was great for our leadership to see our capabilities for 
the Horn of Africa and the Navy in general," said Lt. Scott 
Pennoyer, CJTF-HOA explosive ordnance disposal (EOD) 
officer, following a tour of the EOD facility. "We appreciate 
the opportunity to showcase ourselves to the admiral." 

Pennoyer explained to Pandolfe that CJTF-HOA EOD 
executes several missions, including port security, 
humanitarian aid, clearing mines in countries across the HOA 
region, and establishing EOD units in African partner nations. 

Pandolfe extended praise to other units here, including 
Naval Mobile Construction Battalion (NMCB) 5 for its hard 
work during the unit's deployment. He referenced the base 
infrastructure, maintained by the Seabees, as the foundation of 
operations in this area of the world. 

Pandolfe encouraged the Seabees to reflect back on their 
time in Djibouiti and on the difference they made. 

"People across the area have been positively influenced 
by your work," Pandolfe said. 

Pandolfe also presided over an awards ceremony that 
recognized several NMCB 5 Seabees for their contributions 
during their six-month deployment here. 

"You are building the future," Pandolfe said. 
U.S. 6th Fleet headquarters is located in Naples, Italy, and 

conducts a full range or maritime security operations and 
theater security cooperation missions in concert with coalition, 
joint, interagency and other parties in order to advance 
security and stability in Europe and Africa. 

Return to Index 
 

6. Bataan ARG Returning After Almost 11 Months 
(NAVY TIMES 01 FEB 12) ... William H. McMichael 

Nearly 11 long months at sea will come to an end next 
Tuesday when the Bataan Amphibious Ready Group and more 
than 2,000 sailors return to Hampton Roads after supporting 
operations in the European, African and Central Command 
areas of operation. 

The homecoming, announced Wednesday by Fleet Forces 
Command, ends one of the longest deployments — 314 days 
— in nearly 40 years. 

Returning to Naval Station Norfolk Feb. 7 will be the 
amphibious assault ship Bataan and the amphibious transport 
dock Mesa Verde — the latter of which made the deployment 
in place of sister ship San Antonio, whose continued 
mechanical problems, now apparently repaired, prevented it 
from sailing. The dock landing ship Whidbey Island will pull 
in to its home port of Joint Expeditionary Base-Little Creek. 

The sailors and Marines of the 22nd Marine 
Expeditionary Unit, which was aboard for nearly the entire 
cruise, will offload two days earlier, Feb. 5, in Morehead City, 
N.C. 

The deployment began March 23, 2011, more than three 
months ahead of schedule, in part to relieve the Kearsarge 
ARG, which itself had deployed early to conduct humanitarian 
assistance in Pakistan and was extended in order to take part in 
last spring’s combat action in Libya. Officials deployed the 

Bataan group directly out of advanced training without 
returning to port. 

The Kearsarge ARG spent 8½ months at sea and at one 
point went nearly four months without a port call. 

The Bataan ARG deployment will exceed the longest 
deployment in recent memory: the carrier Abraham Lincoln’s 
9½-month cruise — a total of 303 days — in 2002-03. 

In 1973, the carrier Midway was underway for 327 days, 
according to Fleet Forces. 

A total of 10 carrier strike group or amphibious ready 
group deployments have exceeded seven months over the past 
five years, including that of the Bataan ARG. The Navy denies 
that longer deployments are becoming a new norm but says 
ships must “flex to meet emergent requirements.” Officials say 
the overseas combatant commander “demand signal” for 
amphibious ships is high. 

While deployed, the Bataan ARG supported operations 
from the east Mediterranean to the Arabian Sea. Highlights 
included support to combat operations in Libya, training in 
Djibouti, and bilateral training with Spanish and Romanian 
Marines. 

“I could not be prouder of our servicemen and women,” 
said Capt. Steven Yoder, the ARG commander. “Their 
performance, commitment to excellence, and flexibility during 
this deployment has truly been exceptional.” 

Return to Index 
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7. Seabees Busy During Bold Alligator 2012 
(WVEC ABC NORFOLK 01 FEB 12) 

CAMP JOHNSON, NC -- Navy Seabees are busy 
building roads and relationship with Marines. On Tuesday, the 
Sailors were constructing a road on Camp Johnson, NC during 
Bold Alligator 2012. 

The exercise began Jan. 30 and will run through Feb. 12, 
on and off the coasts of Virginia, North Carolina and Florida. 
The exercise is designed to revitalize Navy and Marine Corps 
amphibious expeditionary tactics, techniques and procedures, 
and reinvigorate its culture of conducting combined Navy and 
Marine Corps operations from the sea, a Navy statement said. 

"It's enormously important for the Navy to start learning 
an awful lot about Marine Corps operations and getting a 
landing force ashore, and how that land force operates," Navy 
Adm. John C. Harvey Jr. said Tuesday at a Defense Writers 
Group breakfast. 

"And it's enormously important for the Marine forces to 
understand what it took to get the naval force to the position 
where you could land the assault forces and sustain those 
assault forces," he added. "That part of this education, I think, 
will be the greatest benefit to this exercise." 

Return to Index 
 

8. HSV-SPS NCIS Continue Subject Matter Expert Exchange In Peru 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 01 FEB 12) ... Lt. Matthew Comer, High Speed Vessel-Southern Partnership Station Public Affairs 

CALLAO, Peru -- A Naval Criminal Investigative Service 
(NCIS) team embarked on High Speed Vessel Swift (HSV 2) 
as HSV-Southern Partnership Station 2012 (HSV-SPS 12) 
began the second iteration of its subject matter expert 
exchange (SMEE) in Callao, Peru, Jan. 30. 

The three-person military and civilian NCIS team aboard 
Swift was invited to Callao Naval base to hold two weekly 
discussions covering security techniques with Peruvian naval 
officers and enlisted personnel during Swift's three-week port 
visit. 

"Security concerns are universal," said Cmdr. Garry 
Wright, HSV-SPS 12 mission commander. "Through working 
with our partners, like the Peruvians, we can increase 
education and the effectiveness of our operations." 

The Swift NCIS team is working with 18 Peruvian navy 
personnel for the exchange. During Swift's three-week port 
visit in Peru, more than 40 Peruvian navy police and security 
personnel are scheduled to partner with the Swift NCIS team. 
The exchange details the history of terrorism and the 
importance of installation surveillance. 

"The reason why we have these exchanges is because 
studies in history have determined that the failure of our 

ability to detect and report suspicious activities results in a 
weak force protection posture," said Lt. j.g. Dylan Harmon, 
NCIS team member. 

The discussion topics covered organizing surveillance 
detection teams and conducting target and route analysis. The 
group reviewed the steps involved in the breaking the threat 
surveillance cycle and the necessary reporting procedures. The 
participants will use the knowledge gained in the exchange to 
proficiently evaluate observation points in and abound military 
installations. 

The exchange culminates in a practical exercise, where 
participants attempt to identify risky behavior in role-players. 
The security agents must to describe the behavior and 
appearance of suspicious individuals. 

The NCIS partnership is one of many SMEEs occurring 
in Callao as part of HSV-SPS 12. Service members from each 
of the armed services are working with the host nation 
partners, exchanging information regarding medical and 
veterinary practices, small unit leadership, port security and 
construction. 
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9. Report Blames Pilot Error In Super Hornet Crash 
(VISALIA (CA) TIMES-DELTA 01 FEB 12) ... David Castellon 

Navy investigators have concluded that pilot error likely 
caused a fatal Super Hornet crash in 2011 near Naval Air 
Station Lemoore, Calif. 

Just minutes after taking off for a training flight, the F/A-
18F Super Hornet crashed April 6 into a field about a half-
mile west of the base. 

The pilot, Lt. Matthew Lowe, 33, of Plantation, Fla., and 
the plane’s weapons officer, Lt. Nathan Williams, 28, of 
Oswego, N.Y., were practicing a “loaded roll” when the pilot 
apparently lost control, according to a report obtained through 
a Freedom of Information Act request. The Visalia Times-
Delta of California — which is owned by Gannett, as is Navy 
Times — received a copy of the report and other documents 
related to the crash Jan. 30. 

It took just 14 seconds from the moment the aircraft 
began the maneuver until it began a fatal dive and crashed, 
according to a summary report of the Navy’s findings. 

Nobody on the ground was injured. Both Lowe and 
Williams were killed; the report says Williams managed to 

eject, but he was too close to the ground for his parachute to 
deploy and save his life. 

“The mishap was caused by the aircrew’s failure to 
execute the maneuver in accordance with the prescribed 
airspeed and [angle of attack] parameters” for doing a loaded 
roll, according to the three-page summary issued Dec. 6 by 
Vice Adm. Allen Myers, Naval Air Forces commander. 

Among the investigators’ conclusions: 

 Lowe and Williams didn’t properly follow the 
instructions on doing the maneuver. 

 Problems in previous flights were filmed but not 
shown to the two aviators afterward. 

 The officers lacked sufficient understanding of the 
flight parameters and the flight computer system 
“that would have enhanced the safety margin of the 
loaded roll maneuver.” 

Naval investigators concluded that the Super Hornet 
attempted the loaded roll moving too fast and at too steep an 



 10

angle and that they lost control of the plane during the 
maneuver. 

A video of the flight taken from the ground shows the 
Super Hornet beginning the maneuver and suddenly diving 
until it crashed. 

Navy officials said weather did not appear to play a role 
in the crash and they found no evidence that mechanical 
problems were involved. 

Lowe and Williams took off from the base at 11:55 a.m.; 
the fatal roll maneuver began just after 12:06 p.m. about 880 
feet above the ground, according to the report. 

Navy investigators wrote that Williams ejected between 
328 and 330 feet and concluded that Lowe attempted to eject 
after his weapons officer did, but the process had barely begun 
when the plane hit the ground. 

Autopsies showed both men died instantly. Neither had 
any known health problems, nor did they have alcohol or 
drugs in their systems that might have played roles in the 
crash, the Navy reported. 

Lowe and Williams were members of the Lemoore-based 
Strike Fighter Squadron 122, a fleet replacement squadron that 
also flies at air shows and other public events. 

The Navy reported that Lowe had a little more than 1,492 
flight hours but only 117 of them in an F/A-18F Super Hornet. 
The April 6 flight was Lowe’s fourth flight and would have 
been the last for him to qualify to do demonstration flights. 

“I am especially concerned that the mishap crew 
improperly performed the loaded-roll maneuver during three 
previous practice demonstration flights,” Myers said in the 
report. 

Videos of those flights showed excessive angles of attack, 
but they weren’t shown to the aviators in post-flight 
debriefings. “A vital opportunity to prevent the accident was 
lost,” the report said. 

Myers ordered loaded-roll maneuvers to be banned from 
the Navy’s demonstration flights. He said that the maneuver is 
best executed by experienced test pilots and requires levels of 
focus and skill not normally employed by tactical-
demonstration pilots. 

View Report (PDF) 
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GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
10. India, China Cooperate To Make High Seas Safe 
New Delhi, Beijing join Japan in escorting merchant ships across waterways 
(DECCAN HERALD (INDIA) 01 FEB 12) 

Notwithstanding the simmering tension between them, 
India and China have begun to cooperate in the high seas to 
ensure safe passage of merchant vessels with optimal use of 
warships from both sides, which in turn saves resources for 
both. 

Navies from the two neighbouring countries had a face-
off in the South China Sea region of the Indian Ocean when an 
English-speaking caller identifying himself as the PLA Navy 
official asked INS Airavat to move away from the South 
China Sea. 

The unprecedented warning ruffled many diplomatic 
feathers as it came immediately after Beijing’s objections to 
India’s offer of assistance to Vietnam to explore oil resources 
off Vietnam coast. 

Since January 1 this year, warships of India, China and 
Japan are sharing their rosters before escorting commercial 
ships through the piracy-infested 490 nautical miles long 
internationally recognised transit corridor in the Gulf of Aden. 

The purpose was to maintain adequate gap between two 
convoys so that every warship’s escorting capability can be 
put to best use, said Monty Khanna, assistant chief of naval 
staff in-charge of foreign cooperation and intelligence. 

Since 2008, Indian Navy is sending warships in the Gulf 
of Aden to a provide safe passage for merchant vessels. So far, 
Indian Navy escorted more than 2,000 vessels, out of which 
more than 1,500 are foreign flag ships. India along with China, 
Japan, Russia, Thailand and Singapore are independent 
countries who are not part of any patrolling group like Task 

Force 151, TF-465 and TF-508 under the respective leadership 
of USA, EU and NATO. 

The Problem 
As India, China and Japan were setting up their own 

schedules, it created a problem for many merchant ships. 
There were days when no escorting vessel was available from 
any of the three countries as they either departed within a short 
span of time and merchant ships had to wait or were on their 
return way. 

The merchant shipowners complained to a regional 
working-level body called Shared Awareness and 
Deconfliction (SHADE) in Bahrain asking the independent 
players to coordinate among themselves. All key sea-faring 
nations are SHADE members. 

The convoy coordination group under SHADE took up 
the issue with New Delhi, Beijing and Tokyo. 

After rounds of discussions in the last six months, it has 
now been decided that India, China and Japan will share each 
other’s roster three months in advance through SHADE for 
ensuring safe passage of maximum number of ships with one 
escorting vessel. 

The trio was sharing information through a secured 
SHADE server in Bahrain. 

While Indian Navy deploys one warship for patrolling the 
IRTC, China’s People’s Liberation Army Navy has positioned 
three ships including two warships. Japanese resource includes 
one-two ships and an aircraft stationed at Djibouti. 

Currently the Indian ship on duty is INS Trishul, which 
was preceded by INS Godavari. 

Return to Index 
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11. Why Britain And Argentina Are Tussling, Again, Over The Falklands 
Britain's decision to send a new, more powerful warship to the Falkland Islands has ignited a long-
simmering territorial dispute that came to war decades ago. 
(CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR 01 FEB 12) ... Mian Ridge 

LONDON - Decades of sharp exchanges between Britain 
and Argentina escalated this week as Argentina reasserted its 
claim to the Falklands Islands, a territory about 300 miles off 
the Argentine coast that has been ruled by Britain since 1833. 
Britain responded, as it always has, that it has no intention of 
giving the islands up. 

Today, as the 30th anniversary of the two nations’ war 
over the South Atlantic's Falklands approaches, tensions have 
risen, with Britain accusing Argentina of “colonialism” for 
pursuing its claim. 

On Jan. 30, Britain announced it was deploying the 
destroyer HMS Dauntless to the South Atlantic, replacing a 
less powerful warship that is there now. Today Prince 
William, second-in-line to the British throne, began his Royal 
Air Force posting to the Falklands – arriving, as many 
Argentineans saw it, in “the uniform of the conqueror," even 
though he is flying a search-and-rescue helicopter. 

The Royal Navy denies either move is significant, saying 
it has long had a presence in the South Atlantic and the 
replacement of one warship with another is “routine.” 

The two-month Falklands War, which began when 
Argentina invaded the islands with little warning in 1982, 
resulted in the death of 255 British and about 650 Argentinean 
soldiers. After almost three peaceable decades, tensions began 
to boil over once again in 2010, when British oil companies 
showed an interest in oil exploration near the Falklands. 
Argentina decreed that ships passing through its waters to the 
islands would require permits. 

In June 2011, Argentinean President Cristina Fernandez 
described Britain as a “crass colonial power in decline” after it 
refused to hold talks over the islands. Britain has said it will 
only agree to talks if Falkland residents – who are British 
citizens and wish to remain British, the government argues – 
request them. 

Yesterday, Britain’s National Security Council discussed 
the Falkland’s defenses. Today Prime Minister David 
Cameron told Parliament that Britain was committed to 
protecting the islands and that it was up to the Falklanders to 
determine their nationality. 

"What the Argentineans have been saying recently, I 
would argue, is actually far more like colonialism because 
these people want to remain British and the Argentineans want 
them to do something else." 

Argentina's interior minister, Florencio Randazzo, hit 
back, describing Mr. Cameron’s words as “totally offensive.” 
Foreign Minister Hector Timerman described Britain as "a 
synonym for colonialism." 

For the 3,000 Falklanders – who opinion polls suggest, 
have no strong feeling either way about their nationality – the 
squabbling has disrupted their lives, bringing higher food 
prices. The Islands’ economy, driven by raising sheep and 
fishing the in the rich waters of the area, generates about $170 
million a year. 

In December, the South American trading bloc Mercosur 
agreed, as an act of solidarity with Argentina, that vessels 
sailing under a Falklands Islands flag would be banned from 
docking at the ports of any of its members. The Argentinean 
government has also threatened to cut the weekly route 
between Port Stanley and Punta Arenas in Chile, which 
includes a period of time in Argentinean airspace and is the 
Islands' only air link with South America, as well as its main 
link to the outside world, the Guardian reports. 

Following sweeping cuts to Britain’s armed forces, some 
have suggested that Britain would be less able to defend the 
Falklands than it was in 1982. 

The presence of HMS Dauntless, a Type 45 destroyer, 
would make it hard for Argentina to try to attack the Falklands 
by air, because any war planes could be shot out of the sky by 
the ship’s powerful missile system. Dauntless, which can carry 
700 people in the event of a civilian evacuation, is armed with 
high-tech Sea Viper anti-air missiles and can carry 60 troops. 

“We will always be in a position to defend the Falkland 
Islands if necessary, not that we are aware of any military 
threat to the Falkland Islands at the moment,” said British 
Foreign Secretary William Hague Tuesday. “We will always 
reaffirm that capability and we will always make sure that it’s 
there.” 

Return to Index 
 

12. New U.K. Policy Focuses On Competition, Technology 
(DEFENSE NEWS 01 FEB 12) ... Andrew Chuter 

LONDON — Britain’s government finally took the 
wrappers off a new defense and security industrial policy Feb 
1, laying out how it hopes to use open competition, technology 
and exportability to provide Europe’s biggest military spender 
and its industry with a viable future. 

The timing of the white paper, which seeks to boost 
defense exports to help maintain industry competitiveness, 
was hardly auspicious, some might say cursed, coming just 24 
hours after Britain was on the losing end of a decision by the 
Indian government to buy the Dassault Rafale fighter rather 
than the four-nation Eurofighter Typhoon, in which the U.K. 
is a major partner. 

The document, formally known as the National Security 
Through Technology White Paper, provides key guidance on 

procurement and support policy as part of the Conservative-
led coalition government’s wider defense transformation 
efforts in the face of continuing budget austerity. 

It’s the first significant attempt to realign British defense 
industrial thinking since the then-Labour Procurement 
Minister Lord Drayson released a strategy document in 2005. 

Industry executives here said the new white paper faces 
the same challenge as Drayson’s much-commended effort—– 
implementation by middle management in the MoD. 

“Contrary to general opinion, the delay in the white 
paper’s release would appear to have been beneficial, resulting 
in deeper understanding of industry’s concerns within the 
government. The proof of the pudding is in the eating, and in 
the case of the white paper, this means its implementation,” 
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said Rees Ward, chief executive at ADS, the defense and 
aerospace lobby group. 

The white paper doesn’t stray far from the consultative 
document published by the government last year but does 
provide more detail on how the Ministry of Defence hopes to 
provide British forces with modern, affordable equipment 
while supporting domestic industry where appropriate. 

The highlights of the document include: 

 No further cut to the science and technology budget, 
maintaining it at least at the current level of 1.2 
percent of the MoD budget, spending more than 400 
million pounds ($629.9 million) a year. 

 Where possible, buy weapons and services in open 
competition, much of it off the shelf. 

 Have a get-out clause on open competition where 
Britain needs to maintain technology advantage. 

 Creation of a cross-department ministerial group led 
by Cabinet Office Minister Oliver Letwin to consider 
the wider industrial , technology and support 
implications of weapon procurement. 

 Increased government support for overseas sales, 
including appointment of a senior official in the MoD 
for export coordination with the department and new 
arrangements for training personnel from foreign 
customers. 

 A range of cultural and process changes to make it 
easier for small and medium-sized companies to do 
business with the MoD. 

 Support for industry on a sector-for-sector basis has 
largely been removed. Exceptions include nuclear, 
complex weapons, cyber and stealth. 

In an interview with Defense News on Feb. 1, Peter Luff 
defense equipment and technology minister, said that although 
research spending is a priority there is no prospect for now to 
raise budgets. 

“We understand the importance of technology; we have 
put a floor in the spend on science and technology and won’t 
go beyond that,” Luff said. “It was cut dramatically by the 
previous government; we will not let further cuts happen. At 
present, though, there is no prospect of an increase. 

“What I don’t know is what the level should be, but 
clearly we are not spending enough. It’s been reduced to the 
absolute minimum. I would like to see it rise but in the current 
economic circumstance and the challenges facing defense, I 
can’t make that promise. It is a high priority though,” he said. 

Luff said the MoD’s off-the-shelf procurement policy and 
open competition would likely be focused on mature 
technologies such as the C-17 and commodities rather than 
new technology. 

“Yes, our default position is to buy off the shelf and to 
use open competition where we can. That’s qualified by the 
principle of what we call ‘technological advantage’. Where we 
need to maintain freedom of action or operational advantage, 
then we will take action to sustain that,” he said. 

Derek Marshall, the policy director at ADS, said that in 
some respects not a lot had changed. 

“Britain has operated with an open competition policy 
since the 1980s so that’s not an issue. With terms like 
operational sovereignty still on the map, the reality is the MoD 

has the freedom of action to do whatever it wants. It can 
justify buying from the U.K. if it wants, equally it can justify 
purchasing from the U.S. or elsewhere when it suits,” he said. 

In effect, Luff acknowledged the ambiguity of the policy, 
saying, “Our default position is buy off the shelf and open 
competition, but we also understand what that means in 
practice for British industry. Look at the Sea Ceptor naval 
missile deal we announced with MBDA on [Jan. 30]. That’s a 
clear case of where we need to protect our operational 
advantage and freedom of operation. We do understand where 
we have to protect our advantage,” he said. 

“We are not softening on this. The MoD has an absolute 
responsibility to secure the nation from threat and that means 
we have to buy stuff that’s in our best interests of that purpose. 
If something is available now at a good price and meets the 
needs of the armed forces, we will buy it, we won’t spend 
money developing an expensive alternative just for the sake of 
some industrial policy,” said Luff. 

“On the other hand, in practice, what we mean is off the 
shelf and open competition is typically best for buying 
commodities and mature technology of which the C-17 is the 
best example of that. Things that can easily be bought off the 
shelf, no one has suggested we should put money into the 
U.K. aerospace sector to develop a C-17 rival, you wouldn’t 
do it. Commodities you obviously buy in the open market.” he 
said. 

ADS boss Ward said industry is comfortable with the 
government’s open-competition policy but that there are issues 
about how it will work. 

“The question is how it is implemented in practice. The 
need to develop capability in the U.K. remains, as the white 
paper recognizes in its section on technology. Industry 
believes that each procurement should be evaluated against 
criteria which ensure that our armed forces’ needs are met and 
the value-for-money test includes the benefits to the economy 
as a whole rather than any narrower measure,” said Ward. 

One of the big complaints by industry here has been the 
fact that if locally developed weapons are not acquired by the 
British armed forces, the export effort would be stalled as 
nobody else would buy them either. 

It’s a point, Luff conceded. 
“There is some truth in that. It is important and we’ll look 

at that very carefully when we make our decisions. 
Nevertheless, I would like to see industry take more risk than 
they have. Previously, they have been too reliant on being 
spoon-fed [by the MoD],” he said. 

Industrialist here say they are not adverse to private 
venture investment but it has to be based on clarity regarding 
the MoD’s likely equipment requirements over the next 
decade or so. 

A long-promised commitment by the government to 
publish a costed 10-year equipment plan has yet to be fulfilled 
by the MoD. 

Luff said the plan had been held up by the arrival of a 
new defense secretary last October and discussions over the 
2012 planning round. 

The white paper said only that the 10-year equipment plan 
would be published later this year. 

View White Paper (PDF) 
View MoD Release (HTM) 
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13. NATO’s ‘Smart Defense’: Short-Term Projects, Long-Term Vision 
(DEFENSE NEWS 01 FEB 12) ... Julian Hale 

BRUSSELS — NATO’s smart defense initiative boils 
down to a series of short-term pragmatic projects and a long-
term vision for building capabilities, explained a NATO 
official ahead of a meeting of alliance defense ministers Feb. 1 
and 2. 

The long-term approach, which will be at the heart of a 
declaration by NATO governments on smart defense at the 
Chicago summit in May, is about cooperation, prioritization 
(which capabilities) and specialization (who will do what). 

In addition, by the time of the summit, a NATO official 
said he expects about “20 to 30 projects on which groups of 
nations will have committed to go forward,” including a lead 
nation. These will cover acquisition projects, training, force 
protection, effective engagement, ISR and logistics 
cooperation on existing equipment. 

Last summer, NATO identified projects for remote-
controlled vehicles to open routes in environments where there 
are improvised explosive devices, for the pooling of maritime 
patrol aircraft and for logistics support of deployed 
helicopters. These are expected to generate “economies of 
scale,” the official said. 

Air-to-air refueling has emerged as a key priority. 
“It is important that the capability is delivered through 

NATO or the EU or a multinational project,” the official said. 
How it is delivered is “not that important as long as we have 
the capability. We’re in contact with the EU and will assess 
the best option,” he said. 

Asked what came under the ISR heading, the official said, 
“Libya had shown the importance of surveillance assets” and 
that potential work strands included “the development of 
advanced UAVs, satellite observation capabilities and 
battlefield surveillance.” 

It is still somewhat up in the air how NATO will work 
with the EU on the “who-does-what” question, as the EU is 
developing its own smart defense project, called pooling and 
sharing. Here, the official said, there was “an unprecedented 
degree of interaction” among NATO, the European Defence 
Agency and the EU Military Staff, and that there had been a 
shift in mentality from “deconfliction to achieving real 
synergies.” 

The official also cited air policing as a key area of smart 
defense, and said a regional approach could be developed 
using existing equipment or possibly buying new equipment. 
The Baltic states provide one example of such an experience, 
and the Benelux nations also are potential candidates where air 
policing could be shared among countries. 

Missile defense is also regularly cited by NATO as an 
example of smart defense. Here, another NATO official said 
200 million euros ($263 million) is still the estimated cost of 
the command-and-control software to expand the existing 
theater missile defense system to a system to protect 
populations. 

Discussion about NATO’s withdrawal from Afghanistan 
at the end of 2014 will also be a major topic during the 
defense ministers’ meeting. There will be talks about having a 
“sufficient and sustainable Afghan security force” from 2015 
onward, a senior NATO official said. The U.S. will spend 
$116 billion on Afghan Army and security forces in 2012, he 
said. 

As to the future, “who pays, how much and by when” [for 
the future Afghan Army and security force] are still to be 
discussed, he said. 
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14. First Mistral Helicopter Carrier To Be Assigned To Russian Navy In 36 Months - Navy Commander 
(INTERFAX (RUSSIA) 01 FEB 12) 

ST. PETERSBURG - "The first Mistral amphibious 
assault ship will be assigned to the Russian navy in 36 months' 
time," Russian Navy Commander Vladimir Vysotsky told 
journalists on Wednesday. 

Vysotsky did not disclose to which fleet the first Mistral 
will go, but said the first two Mistral warships to be assigned 
to the Russian Navy will bear the names Vladivostok and 
Sevastopol. 

"The warship's construction has been launched at Saint-
Nazaire, France, today, They call this "metal cutting." Exactly 
36 months after - we have no particular doubts about that, if 
nothing changes - we will get the first Mistral," Vysotsky said. 

"Concerning which fleet will get the first Mistral, he said, 
"all preliminary decisions have been made," but did not name 
the fleet. 

The next two Mistral warships will be built with the 
participation of Russian shipyards, he said. 

"The next two will be built definitely with our companies' 
participation. Such decisions have been signed," Vysotsky 
said. 

The Mistral multifunctional helicopter carrier has a 
standard displacement of 16,500 tonnes, a length of 199 
meters, a beam of 32 meters and a draft of 6.2 meters. The 
maximum speed is 18.8 knots, and the range is 19,800 miles. 

The ship carries 16 helicopters (including eight landing 
helicopters and eight assault helicopters). Six helicopters can 
be placed on the ship's deck simultaneously. Also the ship 
carries four light landing cutters or two hydrofoil landing 
cutters. 

The cargo deck with the length of 122 meters and the 
width of 13.5 meters can carry up to 1,100 tonnes of cargo, up 
to 470 marines (900 on short distances), 40 tanks or 70 
vehicles. The ship is armed with two Simbad air defense 
launchers, two 30-millimeter Breda-Mauser artillery systems 
and four 2.7-millimeter machine guns. 

The ship has a hospital with 69 beds and carries up to 150 
staff officers. The crew size is 160, including 20 officers. 

Return to Index 
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PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
15. Transition Benefits: NAS Kingsville Sailors Take Advantage Of Available Help 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 01 FEB 12) ... Fifi Kieschnick, Naval Air Station Kingsville Public Affairs 

NAVAL AIR STATION KINGSVILLE, Texas -- Four 
Naval Air Station (NAS) Kingsville Sailors not selected for 
retention by the Enlisted Retention Board (ERB) are now 
looking at their options, and what the Navy is doing to help 
with that process. 

"The ERB looked at 31 ratings and Sailors in those 
ratings that had more than seven years service, but less than 
15, as of Oct. 1, 2011," said Chief Navy Counselor (AW/SW) 
Minerva Verley, NAS Kingsville's career counselor. 

The first step for separating Sailors is to obtain a DD 
Form 2648, Preseparation Counseling Checklist for Active 
Component Service Members from their command career 
counselor. The counselor goes over the form with the Sailors 
to ensure they are aware of the assistance and benefits 
available to them. 

The checklist covers employment assistance, relocation 
assistance, education, training, health and life insurance, 
finances, and veterans benefits among other items. 

The next stop is the Fleet and Family Support Center 
(FFSC). 

The FFSC offers transition assistance classes, among 
other services for departing service members. Transition 
assistance is one of Ramon Panganiban's chief responsibilities, 
at the NAS Kingsville FFSC. 

"Many of the Sailors I see are really stressed out, 
especially the ERB Sailors," Panganiban said. "Many of them 
came into the Navy straight from high school and have spent 
the past 12 to 14 years in their current career field. This, the 
Navy, is all they know. I prepare them to become a civilian." 

Fire Controlman 2nd Class (SW) Natascha Josey entered 
the Navy out of high school and was not selected for retention. 

"I don't take it personally," Josey said. "But it's hard to 
absorb. It feels like I'm standing on rocky ground and that 
everything I have been working for has been taken away from 
me." 

Josey said she is not sure what she wants to do or where 
she wants to go when her enlistment ends in September. 

Helping to reduce that uncertainty is what Panganiban 
says is one of the objectives of the FFSC. 

"We ensure they know what resources are available to 
them and that they go to TAP class," Panganiban said. "I 
continue to touch base with them, too, sending them vacancy 

announcements, as I see them, and referring them to job fairs 
and counseling, if needed." 

The FFSC offers transitional assistance that includes 
resume writing, financial counseling and relocation 
counseling. They also answer questions about veterans' and 
educational benefits. 

Panganiban says everyone's circumstances are different; 
from their rating, to marital status or education, to whether 
they rent or own a home. He says its his job to guide them to 
varying resources based on their circumstances. 

For example, Aviation Boatswain's Mate (Fuel) 1st Class 
Nathan Jones, would like to move to Georgia where he owns a 
home. He'd like to work for the military there in his chosen 
career field. However, he may have to consider other options. 

"Because of the economy, Sailors may have to relocate to 
find jobs," Panganiban added, "and not necessarily where they 
were looking to move to. 

"My heart goes out to these Sailors who are getting 
caught in this (ERB)," Panganiban said. "But, we're here for 
them, the FFSC. We not only offer transition assistance, but 
have two counselors on staff available to talk to. We'll send 
them information about job fairs and job opportunities, but the 
rest they have to do on their own." 

Both Panganiban and Verley believe the Navy and the 
command are doing everything possible to support ERB-
affected Sailors. That includes offering opportunities to 
receive one-on-one counseling, as little or as much as they 
need, so they are as prepared as possible to depart the military 
and enter the civilian workforce. 

"After I give them pre-separation counseling," Verley 
said. "They can come back anytime as questions come up." 

"I have the resources I need (because of command 
support), I just need to decide what I want to do and put it in 
resume format," Josey said. 

"I'm trying to look at it like this could open the door for 
better opportunities," Jones said. "Things happen for a reason. 
I may not like how it happens, but when one door closes, 
another opens." 

For more information about ERB and other transition 
benefits, visit the NPC ERB Web Page at 
www.npc.navy.mil/boards/ERB/, contact the NPC customer 
service center at 1-866-U-ASK-NPC (1-866-827-5672) or 
email cscmailbox@navy.mil. 
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16. Vaccine Cuts Viral Infections For Great Lakes Navy Recruits 
2 pills cost $111, but that's worth it to keep basic training on course, officials say 
(CHICAGO TRIBUNE 01 FEB 12) ... John Keilman 

After a hiatus lasting more than a decade, Naval Station 
Great Lakes is once again vaccinating its recruits against a 
virus that causes upper respiratory infections. 

The vaccine guards against adenoviruses, which cause 
coldlike symptoms such as sore throat, cough, red eyes and 
swollen lymph nodes. At its worst, the illness can cause high 
fever and pneumonia and even lead to death. 

Military recruits and trainees received the vaccine for 25 
years until its manufacturer stopped making it in the late 
1990s, citing a low economic return. But officials say the high 
cost of nursing sick recruits convinced the Pentagon to spend 
$100 million to bring it back for boot camps across the 
services. 
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"The recruits live and train in very close quarters, from 
the bunks they sleep in to the marching they do every day," 
said Lt. Cmdr. Carolyn Winningham, preventive medicine 
officer for the Lovell Federal Health Care Center. "They're in 
contact with each other all the time, so it's a really good 
environment for respiratory viruses to be transmitted." 

Great Lakes recruits sleep in cavernous rooms that house 
88 bunks, she said, and while they take measures to prevent 
infections from spreading — sleeping head to toe, washing 
hands frequently, wearing surgical masks when sick — that 
hasn't been enough to stomp out the viruses. In 2000, after the 
military dropped the vaccination program, two recruits died 
from adenovirus infections. 

Lovell officials say the reintroduction of the vaccine has 
made a dramatic difference. In 2010, the number of fever-
related upper respiratory infections among recruits averaged 
93 per week. Since the vaccinations began in October, the 
cases have dropped to 23 per week. 

The two-pill vaccination costs $111 per dose, but Lovell 
officials say it's more cost-effective to pay that bill than to 

have recruits miss time in a basic training session that lasts 
only eight weeks. A recruit with a fever must stay out of 
action for at least 24 hours, Winningham said. 

A vaccine that wards off coughs and fevers might sound 
like a boon to everyone, but experts say the immunization 
probably wouldn't be that helpful outside the barracks, and the 
U.S. Food and Drug Administration has approved it only for 
military use. 

Dr. Kenneth Alexander, a pediatric infectious disease 
specialist at the University of Chicago, said he knew of no 
country that uses it for the general population. 

He said that the immunization makes a lot of sense for 
people in tight living quarters but that it's less logical for those 
with more breathing space. Adenoviruses cause miserable 
symptoms, but other viruses unaffected by the vaccine do the 
same thing, he said. 

"You can see how a respiratory infection can derail the 
whole boot camp process," he said. "(But) for the average 
parent, a kid missing day care for a couple of days isn't the end 
of the world." 
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17. NAVFAC Engineering Service Center Announces 2012 Engineers Of The Year 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 01 FEB 12) ... Darrell E. Waller, NAVFAC ESC Public Affairs 

PORT HUENEME, Calif. -- The Naval Facilities 
Engineering Service Center (NAVFAC ESC) announced the 
2012 Military and Civilian Engineers of the Year, Feb. 1. 

The command selected Lt. Cmdr. William Windus and 
Joshua Henson. 

"The awards are recognition of the military and civilian 
engineers who have done an exceptional job in their field and 
in support of NAVFAC and the fleet," said NAVFAC ESC 
Commanding Officer, Capt. Brant D. Pickrell. "LCDR 
Windus and Joshua Henson have distinguished themselves by 
their hard work and dedication over the last year. Their special 
talents and skills have raised the bar for their colleagues and 
co-workers." 

In his role as the ESC's operations officer, Windus is in 
charge of coordinating more than $400 million of construction 
operations worldwide. He deftly incorporated safety, project 
efficiencies, and leadership into everyday construction 
operations. 

Windus also expeditiously resolved numerous high-
profile project execution issues, including emergency repairs 
to Norfolk Degaussing Range and the Mayport Magnetic 
Silencing Facilities. He led a NAVFAC, Defense Logistics 
Agency (DLA), and U.S. Naval Supply Systems Command 
(NAVSUP) energy team in the execution of $180 million in 
Petroleum, Oil and Lubrication (POL) funds, reinvigorating 
the program by assisting stakeholders in the development of 
vital project requirements. 

"Lt. Cmdr. Windus developed innovative ways to 
improve our products and services," said Pickrell, "including 
the use of enterprise software systems that provided real time 

project information and helped eliminate unnecessary data 
calls." 

Joshua Henson, an ocean engineer for NAVFAC ESC's 
Ocean Facilities Department, led a government and industry 
team that developed, built, installed and demonstrated an 
innovative underwater distributed network (UDN). Henson 
directed the team through all phases of the project including 
concept genesis, requirements development, engineering, 
development and testing of the network nodes, test results 
evaluation, prototype production, and system installation at the 
Navy owned South Florida Ocean Measurement Facility. 

This effort was the culmination of a four-year, $8 million 
research and development project to develop a standardized 
network approach for undersea cable systems. As a direct 
result of Henson's superb engineering knowledge, judgment, 
communication skills and contingency planning, the project 
was completed on schedule and within budget. 

"UDN's have the potential to save the Navy millions of 
dollars by modularizing undersea cable systems and easily 
allowing only portions of a cable system to be removed and 
replaced for maintenance or repair" said Pickrell. "It also 
allows for additional cable systems to be added to existing 
undersea cables by simply plugging into the network." 

Henson's work eliminated the need to install entirely new 
underwater cable systems, potentially saving millions of 
taxpayer dollars and improving fleet reliability for these vital 
cable systems, some of which are critical to national security. 

In addition, Henson also designed and analyzed a seafloor 
anchor system for a critical fuel pipeline in Oman and was 
instrumental in the development of a towed underwater cable 
tracker. 
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18. SUBGRU 2 Sailor Reflects On Black History Month And His Successes In The Military 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 01 FEB 12) ... Lt. Cmdr. Jennifer Cragg, Commander, Submarine Group 2 Public Affairs 

GROTON, Conn. -- A Commander, Submarine Group 
(SUBGRU) 2 Senior Chief reflected on Black History Month, 

which began Feb. 1, the unique skill set he provides to the 
submarine force, and the leaders who made it possible. 
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"The reason we have these opportunities is because of all 
of those who paved the way before us and the courage 
displayed by Adm. Elmo Zumwalt and Adm. James Holloway 
for example," said Senior Chief Sonar Technician Submarines 
(SS) Xavier Harris, of Corsicana, Texas. 

Harris added that Adm. Zumwalt and Adm. Holloway 
serve as his mentors because of the vision they had for the 
U.S. Navy to allow everyone to serve equally. 

"Adm. Zumwalt wanted everyone to have the right to 
choose their own rating, and Adm. Holloway believed that the 
best way to motivate Sailors was to provide them 
advancement opportunities," said Harris. 

Harris reported to SUBGRU 2 in April 2010 and reflected 
on his decision earlier in his career to qualify in the Acoustics 
Intelligence (ACINT) Specialist program, which started in 
1962. Since its creation five decades ago only 231 Sailors 
have qualified in this specialty. 

"During your time as a crew member in a sonar division, 
you are evaluated as a potential candidate for the specialty," 
said Harris. 

Harris added that there are currently 43 qualified ACINT 
specialists serving on both submarines and surface ships. 

Harris spent two years in training to become an ACINT 
Specialist. "When you look at the number of qualified ACINT 

specialists on active duty, the number of African Americans 
working in this specialty is extremely rare," said Harris. 

Harris added that currently he is one of two African 
American ACINT specialists serving in the U.S. Navy and 
reflects on a previous deployment when they served together. 

"At the time we were serving aboard the Los Angeles-
class submarine USS Bremerton (SSN 698). The commanding 
officer wasn't aware we were the only two serving African 
Amercians in the ACINT program and was honored to have 
served with us," said Harris. 

Harris added that they all realized, when serving together, 
that this was a minor detail because at the end of the day 
what's important is their performance as ACINT Specialists 
and successful completion of the mission. 

"In my 16 years of service in the U.S. Navy, it has 
provided me ample opportunities to advance, and I have 
enjoyed every minute of it," said Harris. 

Each year, the Navy joins the nation in the observance of 
African American/Black History Month. Established as Negro 
History Week in 1926 by Dr. Carter G. Woodson, it was later 
expanded by President Gerald R. Ford in 1976, when he 
proclaimed February as Black History Month. 
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19. Teachers Fondly Remember Young Sailor 
Gallant was bright student with goals set on a career in the Navy, educators say 
(WINCHESTER (KY) SUN 31 JAN 12) ... Katie Perkowski 

Taylor Gallant was known by his teachers as a highly 
intelligent, driven student who knew exactly what he wanted 
to do with his life a lot earlier than many of his peers — serve 
in the Navy. 

Petty Officer Second Class Gallant, 22, a 2008 George 
Rogers Clark High School graduate, died Jan. 26 during a 
training exercise with the Navy off the coast of North 
Carolina. His death is under investigation. 

He was assigned to the Explosive Ordnance Disposal 
Mobile Unit 12, a force with the only capability of its kind 
within the Department of Defense, according to the Navy. 

John Gay, public affairs officer for the Navy 
Expeditionary Combat Command, said Gallant “was among 
an elite group of men and women.” 

While a student at GRC, Gallant was a member of the 
marching band’s drum line. While he was a talented musician, 
it was Gallant’s intellect many of his teachers remember. 

Math teacher Steven Parks taught Gallant’s advanced 
placement calculus class his senior year. He said Gallant could 
learn in five minutes what it took other people an entire class 
period to figure out. 

Because he already knew he was going into the Navy 
after graduating high school, “AP calculus was not something 
he needed,” Parks said, and he recalled Gallant paying 
attention for five minutes and then sleeping the rest of class. 

"But at the end of the year, there's a national AP exam,” 
Parks said. “It’s super difficult, and very few kids pass it. He 
passed the national exam that year, and he was awake for 
maybe 10 percent of the entire year. My God, was he bright." 

About a year after graduating from GRC, Gallant went 
back and visited Parks in his classroom. Parks said it was 

obvious to him how proud Gallant was to be serving in the 
Navy, and “you could tell he really took pride in being a part 
of the military and looked forward to that as a career.” 

"And it was comforting to me to see someone so 
intelligent who had found what they wanted to do in life and 
were succeeding and doing so well and enjoying it,” Parks 
said. "My guess would be that he died doing something that he 
really loved." 

Debbie Sharp, a math teacher at GRC whose son was in 
the band with Gallant, taught him as a freshman. She said he 
was "highly intelligent" and motivated, with strong character. 

Sharp remembered playing him in Rook tournaments at 
school. 

"He would come down and play during lunch. He was 
very competitive and he would always try to beat me all the 
time," she said, laughing. 

Patricia Fraley, a GRC math teacher who taught Gallant 
pre-calculus, described him as witty and a strong student. 

"He could think outside of the box really well. He wasn't 
one that liked to just sit and do problems. He wanted to do 
problems that were thought-provoking types of problems," 
Fraley said. "He was a deep thinker. He was a good student. 
He was very enjoyable to have in class. The kids liked him. 
He had a good personality." 

Fraley said she was not surprised that he went into the 
Navy. 

"That's what he always wanted to do. That was his 
dream," Fraley said. 

"It was really neat because it's rare that you meet a senior 
in high school who's that certain of what he or she wants to 
become," Parks said. 
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20. Wife Details Stabbing of Navy Husband 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 01 FEB 12) ... Dana Littlefield 

SAN DIEGO — Anxious and angry. 
That’s how Jennifer Trayers described how she felt in the 

moments before she stabbed her Navy doctor husband in the 
bedroom of their North Park condominium in December 2010. 

Trayers, 43, testified Tuesday that she knew her husband, 
Lt. Cmdr. Frederick Trayers, was having an affair because she 
had been checking his email for months. Still, she said on the 
second day of her testimony, she never planned to kill him. 

If convicted of first-degree murder and a knife-use 
allegation, Jennifer Trayers could be sentenced to 26 years to 
life in prison. But her defense attorney has said the evidence 
would show that the killing was not premeditated and that she 
acted out of a “sudden rage.” 

At the end of the trial, a San Diego Superior Court jury 
will be asked to determine whether Trayers is guilty of murder 
or manslaughter. 

On the morning of Dec. 4, 2010, her husband returned 
home after working a night shift. She confronted him about 
having removed photos of the two of them from his Facebook 
page. Then, when he was in the bathroom, she sent photos of 
her husband to the mistress and a long letter with the greeting: 
“Dear Ms Grass is Not Greener on My Side.” 

“My husband is NOT going to be yours,” Trayers wrote 
in the letter, part of a journal she had been keeping but did not 
originally intend to share. 

Shortly after that, her husband’s cellphone rang but he 
refused to answer the call. Growing more anxious and angry, 
Trayers said, she kept asking her husband to discuss a 
comment he had made the night before about wanting to be 
more honest. 

He said he wanted to sleep and took a sleeping 
medication, telling her they could talk after lunch, Trayers 
said. 

She testified she grabbed a butcher knife from the kitchen 
and asked her husband how to use it to slit her wrists. When 
he told her he had something “better” and opened a drawer 
containing a military-type knife, she grabbed it and began 
poking it into her chest. 

“Let me help you,” he said, and grabbed her wrist, 
Trayers testified. 

They struggled over the knife in her hand, Trayers said, 
and she saw her husband reach for the butcher knife, which 
was now on a nightstand. He touched it and it fell to the floor. 
That’s when she stabbed him in the back of the neck. 

“I didn’t know what was going on, why he was acting that 
way he was acting,” Trayers testified. “I didn’t know what to 
do next.” 

Trayers said she blacked out and does not remember 
stabbing her husband twice in the chest and eight times in the 
back. She said she woke up once and found herself still on the 
bed, then again later on the bathroom floor after taking more 
sleeping pills. 

She said she awoke a third time when a man, who she 
later learned was a police officer, shined a light in her face. 
She remembered hearing his voice. 

That was Dec. 6, 2010, according to previous testimony. 
On cross-examination, Trayers admitted that she could 

have stopped or left the apartment before the confrontation 
became violent. She said he had been a patient and kind man 
who never threatened her or raised his voice to her in anger. 

She said in court that she felt remorse for what she had 
done. 

“He didn’t deserve to die,” she said. 

Return to Index 
 
 

FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
21. Central Coast Biofuel Plant Fuels U.S. Interest 
(GOSFORD EXPRESS ADVOCATE (AUSTRALIA) 02 FEB 12) ... Terry Collins 

A small company in Somersby could be a supplier of 
biofuel to U.S. Navy one day. 

Deputy Assistant Secretary of the Navy for Energy 
Thomas Hicks was one of a small group of American bigwigs 
to pay a visit to the Licella plant on Monday. 

In town for an international conference on sustainable 
maritime fuels, the American contingent was on the lookout 
for Australian fuel suppliers as President Barack Obama 
pursues his dream of the Great Green Fleet. 

“The president wants to have an entire fleet of warships 
running on biofuels by 2016,” Licella business development 
manager Stuart Rayner said. 

“The visitors went to the Somersby plant to get an 
understanding of our technology and timeframes for 
production - they were very interested to see our operations. 

“There are no agreements in place but the Americans are 
looking at standout biofuels in Australia, which could provide 
renewable fuels in future for the Green Fleet program.” 

Licella and its parent company Ignite Energy have already 
entered into agreements with joint venture partners 
TRUenergy and Norske Skog and a memorandum of 
understanding with Virgin Australia. 

Mr. Hicks was accompanied by Special Assistant from 
the Office of the Secretary of the Navy Kate Brandt, Director 
for Operational Energy Navy Energy Office Chris Tindal, and 
Navy Energy Co-ordination Office director James Goudreau. 
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22. Railgun Tech Takes A Step Towards Warship Reality 
(MSNBC 01 FEB 12) ... John Roach 

A war-ready electromagnetic railgun took a step closer to 
reality this week when the U.S. Navy awarded a defense 
contractor $10 million to develop a piece of the power system 
needed to hurl projectiles at speeds up to 5,000 miles per hour. 

The contract is the latest indication that the military is 
serious about developing the futuristic technology that would, 
for example, allow warships to hit targets up to 220 miles 
away in less than six minutes. 

"The new system will dramatically change how our Navy 
defends itself and engages enemies while at sea," Joe Bondi, 
vice president of advanced technology for Raytheon's 
Integrated Defense Systems, said in a news release. 

The Naval Sea Systems Command awarded Raytheon the 
contract on Monday. 

Unlike traditional guns that use explosives to fire a shot, 
railguns employ an electromagnetic current to accelerate a 
projectile between a pair of electrically charged rails and out 
of a barrel, the Office of Naval Research explains. 

Thus in addition to being able to reach targets from far 
out at sea, use of railguns would reduce the amount of 
explosives needed aboard ships. 

A Navy prototype made headlines in December 2010 
when it fired a projectile packing 33 megajoules of energy — 

the same kinetic force a 33-ton semi has while traveling at 100 
miles per hour. 

According to the Office of Naval Research, this is about 
half the energy envisioned for deployment at sea to reach 
distant targets. 

In other words, the Navy needs to be able to generate a 
ton of energy and store it in confined space for railgun 
technology to work as envisioned. 

Raytheon is working on a piece of this puzzle, a so-called 
pulse forming network, that allows electricity generated by the 
ship to be stored over several seconds and then sent it to the 
railgun to generate electromagnetic force. 

Other hurdles include development of a gun that can 
withstand the considerable wear and tear of repeated use as 
well as the securing the funding required for further 
development. 

If these hurdles are cleared, the Office of Naval Research 
notes, the railgun will be a "true warfighter game changer." 

"Wide area coverage, exceptionally quick response and 
very deep magazines will extend the reach and lethality of 
ships armed with this technology." 

To learn more about how railguns work, check out this 
explainer on How Stuff Works. 

View Clip (RT: 0:51) 
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23. Northrop Grumman Wins Bid For Navy's Tactical Afloat Network 
(DEFENSE DAILY 02 FEB 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

Northrop Grumman has won the competition for the 
Navy's next generation ship-based tactical network over rival 
Lockheed Martin and will deliver the initial systems to the 
fleet. 

The Pentagon said late yesterday afternoon that Northrop 
Grumman had won the $36.6-million contract modification for 
the Consolidated Afloat Networks and Enterprise Services 
(CANES) program, which is designed to eliminate multiple 
legacy information technology systems and integrate their 
functions into a common platform. If all options under the 
contract are exercised, the total value could reach nearly $638 
million. 

The Navy expects CANES to provide an adaptable 
information system to rapidly meet warfighter requirements. 
Its open architecture (OA) design is meant to allow for easier 
upgrades while lowering total ownership costs, and to quickly 
counter emerging cyber or security threats. 

The contract calls for Northrop Grumman to provide 
systems to Navy ships in during the 2012 and 2013 fiscal 
years on a limited production basis. The first installation of 
CANES is planned for an Arleigh Burke-class (DDG 51) 
destroyer later this year. 

During the limited production phase, the Navy plans to 
hold a second competition for the full production run for the 
rest of the fleet based on the design that won yesterday. 
Holding another competition is more easily enabled by the 
government's control of the data rights. 

The Navy's Space and Warfare Systems Command 
(SPAWAR), which is the contracting authority, expects to 
release a request for proposals (RFP) in the third quarter of 
2013. Re-competing the program is also seen as a way to 
promote innovation and curtail costs, a notion of particular 
importance at a time of reduced defense spending. 

CANES is a cornerstone of the Navy's push to move 
toward more OA systems, and will effectively merge five 
stand-alone legacy networks for command, control, 
computers, and intelligence (C4I) systems into a common 
shipboard computing environment. 

The program is designed to strengthen network 
infrastructure, improve security, and reduce hardware space. It 
will also decrease the manpower burden by reducing 
operations and sustainment workloads through the use of 
common equipment, training and logistics. 

The Navy awarded dueling development contracts to 
Lockheed Martin and Northrop Grumman in March 2010. For 
that phase, the two companies beat out entries from Boeing 
and BAE Systems. Lockheed Martin and Northrop Grumman 
cleared Critical Design Reviews (CDR) in July in the most 
recent competition. 

The firms said in November their CANES versions had 
completed system integration testing and were ready to go into 
production (Defense Daily, Nov. 21, 2011). SPAWAR had to 
rework the programmatic schedule last year because of 
congressional budget squabbling that led to continuing 
spending resolutions. (Defense Daily, June 29, 2011). 

Return to Index 
 



 19

24. Boeing-Textron Team Seeks V-22 Sales Abroad As U.S. Readies Cuts 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 02 FEB 12) ... Tony Capaccio 

Textron Inc. and Boeing Co. are seeking buyers overseas 
for their V-22 Osprey as the Pentagon is moving to cut 24 of 
the aircraft from its new five-year plan, according to two U.S. 
officials. 

The Defense Department intends to buy 98 of the aircraft 
in its plan for 2013 to 2017 instead of 122, saving $1.75 
billion, according to the officials, who spoke on condition of 
anonymity because the decision hasn’t been announced. 

The V-22, built jointly by Boeing and Textron’s Bell 
Helicopter unit, is a fixed-wing plane with rotors that tilt so it 
can take off and land like a helicopter. The reduction would 
have a “much bigger impact” on Textron than the larger 
Boeing, the second-biggest defense contractor, according to 
Robert Stallard, a defense analyst for RBC Capital Markets. 

Plans to order six fewer aircraft in 2013 may reduce 
Bell’s revenue by $170 million in 2015, Stallard, who is based 
in New York, said in a note to clients yesterday. 

Even before release of the Pentagon’s budget proposal, 
scheduled for Feb. 13, the V-22’s makers have been exploring 
foreign sales in anticipation of declining U.S. purchases. The 
Osprey hasn’t yet been sold outside the U.S. 

“My expectation is the U.S. government will be lower in 
2015 and on, and that’s why we are out working foreign 
military sales opportunities” and “other applications of the 
product,” Scott Donnelly, chairman and chief executive officer 
of Providence, Rhode Island-based Textron, said during a 
conference call with analysts Jan. 25. 

Potential Customers 
Donnelly said “we had an enthusiastic reception by a 

number of potential” customers at the air show in Dubai in 
November. 

Representatives of Bell Helicopter and Boeing have had 
discussions with “multiple countries concerning potential V-
22 sales,” Bell spokesman Gregory Hubbard said in an e-mail 
yesterday. “Potential sales will complement our domestic 
program nicely and take full advantages of our manufacturing 
capability.” 

Analysts such as Richard Aboulafia, an aviation analyst 
who covers the companies, said they were skeptical of the 
prospects for major foreign sales. 

“They’ve pushed exports for years now, with no results,” 
Aboulafia of the Teal Group Corp. in Fairfax, Virginia, said in 
an e-mail. “There are some militaries that could use them, but 
they’re too expensive to sell in significant numbers.” 

The planned Pentagon reduction will be reflected in a 
final, multiyear contract that’s under negotiation between the 
Navy and the companies, according to one of the officials 
informed of the plans. 

Boeing, based in Chicago, and Bell are in the last year of 
a four-year, $10.9 billion contract for 174 aircraft. The team 
submitted a proposal in August for all 122 aircraft that were 
previously planned. 

The Pentagon’s decision to curtail V-22 purchases is part 
of an effort to find $259 billion in planned savings through 
2017. 

The cumulative effect in fiscal 2013 of program 
terminations and cutbacks will result in a procurement request 
of $98.8 billion and $69.4 billion for research and 
development, according to an official familiar with the 

Pentagon’s spending plans who spoke on condition of 
anonymity before President Barack Obama sends the budget 
to Congress. 

That’s $18.8 billion less than announced in February 2012 
for procurement in fiscal 2013 and $6.3 billion less for 
research, according to Pentagon budget data. 

The Pentagon now intends to buy 21 V-22 aircraft in each 
of the next two budget years, down from 27 planned 
previously for fiscal 2013 and 26 for fiscal 2014. 

The military would buy 19 aircraft a year in 2015 and 
2016 instead of the planned 23 each year, and 18 in 2017. No 
number had been set previously for that year. 

The reduced aircraft include seven of the Air Force’s CV-
22 models for special operations forces. 

The Navy and contractors for the next round of V-22s 
must develop reliable data allowing the service to certify to 
Pentagon officials that buying them in a five-year block can 
save at least 10 percent over annual batch purchases. The 
certification is due to Congress on March 1, and the Navy 
plans to sign the contract later this year, Navy spokeswoman 
Stephanie Vendrasco said in an e-mail. 

“We cannot speculate or comment on V-22 quantities in 
the budget for 2013 until it is released,” she said. 

Bell-Boeing spokesman Andrew Lee didn’t respond to an 
inquiry about whether the companies have been informed of 
the reduction. 

“Bell-Boeing is pleased that the Department of Defense 
has made a second V-22 multiyear contract a priority, and our 
team is actively engaged in support of the Navy’s evaluation 
of our proposal,” Lee said in an e-mail. “The Bell-Boeing V-
22 program is presently on time and under budget in 
successfully executing its first multiyear procurement 
contract.” 

The V-22 is being manufactured by Bell Helicopter in 
Fort Worth with final assembly in Amarillo, Texas. Boeing 
Helicopter in Philadelphia, a unit of Chicago-based Boeing, 
assembles the fuselage. 

The engines are produced in Indianapolis by Allison 
Engine Company, a unit of London-based Rolls-Royce 
Holdings Plc. 

V-22 deliveries contributed to an increase in Bell’s 
fourth-quarter revenue of $35 million and profit of $29 million 
over the year-ago quarter, according to a Jan. 25 statement by 
Textron. 

Company Optimism 
Donnelly said on the conference call that day that V-22 

profit margins “have been good” and the company was 
optimistic the next multiyear contract would be signed this 
year. 

Congress approved spending $35 billion on the $53.2 
billion V-22 program through December 2010. 

The program was approved for full production in 
September 2005 after four years of additional development to 
overcome deficiencies in its design, safety and reliability that 
were uncovered after two crashes in 2000 killed 23 Marines. 

The Osprey has been deployed in Iraq and Afghanistan. 
One plane ferried Osama bin Laden’s body to the U.S. Navy 
aircraft carrier USS Carl Vinson after he was killed in a U.S. 
raid May 2 in Pakistan. 
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The aircraft’s performance “has laid to rest all doubts” 
about its combat effectiveness, the House Appropriations 
Committee said in a June 13 report. 

New aircraft software evaluated in tests from August 
through early November “performed largely as expected,” the 
Pentagon’s test office found. The improvement gives Osprey 
pilots greater capability to track, monitor and communicate 
from their cockpit with U.S. ground forces and to avoid bad 
weather. 

Even with improved performance, the efforts to sell the 
V-22 internationally remains a “long shot,” Heidi Wood, a 

defense analyst for Morgan Stanley in New York, said in an e-
mail. 

The list of potential clients isn’t long and the Osprey is 
“expensive to buy and operate,” she said. “But if management 
can succeed in winnowing down cost -- similar to what was 
done with the C-17 -- they can certainly improve their odds.” 

Boeing successfully won international sales of the C-17 
transport plane when the Air Force ended its purchases after 
buying 223, Wood said. 
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BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
25. Blue Angels Air Show Among Top 20 Events 
(PENSACOLA NEWS JOURNAL 01 FEB 12) 

The Pensacola Beach Blue Angels Air Show has been 
named one of the Top 20 Events in the Southeast for July by 
the Southeast Tourism Society. 

The annual show, which draws tens of thousands of 
spectators to Pensacola Beach to enjoy the Navy's flight 
demonstration team, is scheduled for July 14 this year. 

As a Top 20 designee, the Pensacola Beach Air Show will 
receive extensive exposure in print and electronic media in 

both the U.S. and Canada, according to William Hardman, 
president and CEO of the society. 

"It's no surprise we've gotten the attention of the 
Southeast Tourism Society," said W.A. "Buck Lee," executive 
director of the Santa Rosa Island Authority. "But we like that 
they are spreading the good news." 
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26. GOP Lawmaker On Potential BRAC Request: ‘Kill It’ 
(DEFENSE NEWS 01 FEB 12) ... Kate Brannen 

Rep. Buck McKeon, Republican chair of the House 
Armed Services Committee, did not mince words when asked 
what he would do to a Pentagon request for domestic base 
closures. 

“Kill it,” he told an audience at a Feb. 1 conference of the 
Reserve Officers Association. “That’s going to be our 
approach.” 

Speaking before McKeon took the stage, Gen. Martin 
Dempsey, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, said if 
Congress will not allow reductions in DoD infrastructure, 
lawmakers would have to identify other areas in the defense 
budget that can be cut. 

Defense Secretary Leon Panetta has said that as part of 
the 2013 budget, the Pentagon will ask Congress for 
legislation that would establish a new Defense Base Closure 
and Realignment (BRAC) Commission, last formed in 2005. 

“If we’re adjusting the size of the force, we think we 
should ask Congress for a BRAC,” Dempsey said. 

Less than an hour later, McKeon said such a request 
would be dead on arrival, at least in the House. 

“I am not going to put it in our bill,” he said in reference 
to the annual defense authorization bill, the major defense 
policy legislation. 

He urged people in the audience to get in touch with any 
Senator friends they may have to convince the Senate Armed 
Services Committee not to include such a provision in its 
version of the bill. 

If the Senate passes a bill that includes it, “we’ll fight it 
out in conference,” he said. After the House and Senate pass 
versions of the defense policy bill, members from each 
chamber reconcile disagreements in conference before sending 
the bill to the president to sign into law. 

McKeon also said he would like to hold hearings this 
spring on how much money has been saved through the last 
round of BRAC. 

The top Democrat on the House Armed Services 
Committee, Rep. Adam Smith has said he’s supportive of base 
closures. 

“I think without question we’re going to have to do base 
realignment,” he said in an interview last week. “I don’t see 
how any person looking at the strategy and looking at the 
changes coming down could conclude otherwise.” 

The most likely scenario, according to history, is 
Congress will ask for reports on the effectiveness of BRAC in 
its 2013 policy bill and then wait until 2014 to include 
language that would authorize a new BRAC, David Berteau, a 
defense analyst at the Center for Strategic and International 
Studies, said. 

“The track record says that you’ve got to request it, 
knowing you might not get it this year,” said Berteau. Berteau 
served as a senior BRAC official during the 1990s base 
closures. 

That President Obama is making a BRAC request during 
an election year shows just how serious the administration is 
about getting it done, Berteau said. 

For the military, reductions in infrastructure are part of an 
overall approach to creating a “balanced force;” cuts need to 
be distributed across manpower, training, equipment and 
infrastructure, Dempsey said. 

If Congress tells DoD it can’t touch its stateside facilities 
and installations, the question becomes, “OK, where do you 
want me to tinker?” Dempsey said. 

Whether it’s military pay, retirement benefits, end 
strength or BRAC, if Congress limits cuts in one area, it will 
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need to identify new areas for savings otherwise the defense 
budget won’t meet the requirements of the Budget Control 
Act, Dempsey said. 

“I didn’t pass the Budget Control Act,” he said. “I didn’t 
ask for this cut.” 

McKeon did vote for the Budget Control Act, which 
raised America’s borrowing limit on condition that $2.1 
trillion be cut from the nation’s debt. The first half of that 
comes from spending caps imposed on discretionary spending 
over the next decade, including $487 billion from Pentagon’s 
projected spending over the 10-year period. 

If Congress fails to raise the remaining $1.2 trillion, 
automatic spending cuts start in January 2013, through a 

process called sequestration. For DoD, this includes an 
additional $500 billion cut over 10 years. 

Explaining his vote in August, McKeon said, “We didn’t 
get to read the bill. It was already a fait accompli.” 

While he promised to fight BRAC, McKeon made no 
guarantees on rolling back the $487 billion. 

“I can’t promise you that these cuts will be undone,” he 
said. “That law’s been written.” 

McKeon does plan to push back on sequestration and 
cited legislation he’s introduced that would delay the process 
for a year by banking on a 10 percent reduction to the federal 
workforce through attrition over the next 10 years. 
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27. Okinawa Pref. To Start Own Analysis Of Security Info From April 
(KYODO NEWS 02 FEB 12) 

NAHA -- The Okinawa prefectural government will set 
up a new division in April to collect and analyze security 
information on its own to help settle the long-stalled U.S. base 
relocation issue within the prefecture and other problems 
involving U.S. military presence, senior prefectural officials 
said Wednesday. 

The 12-member section on regional security policy will 
be launched so that the local government can look into the 
situation without depending solely on information provided by 
the foreign and defense ministries. 

It is a rare move by a local government to try to tackle the 
security issue, which is considered as something to be handled 
only by the central government. 

The division officials, currently in divisions in charge of 
the return of land occupied by the U.S. Marine Corps' 
Futenma Air Station in Ginowan and port facilities in Naha 
operated by the U.S. Army, will exchange information with 
Japanese and American experts and study ways to address 
problems related to U.S. bases in the prefecture, the senior 
officials said. 

Responses to crimes committed by U.S. military 
personnel and noise pollution will continue to be handled by 
the existing Military Base Affairs Division, they added. 

The Okinawa government is also planning to establish an 
office in Washington to collect security information in the 
future, the officials said. The island prefecture has long hosted 
the bulk of the U.S. forces in Japan. 
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28. Supply Center Completes Initial Phase of At-Risk Mentorship Program 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 01 FEB 12) ... Candice Villarreal, NAVSUP Fleet Logistics Center San Diego Public Affairs 

SAN DIEGO -- Naval Supply Systems Command 
(NAVSUP) Fleet Logistics Center (FLC) San Diego wrapped-
up the first phase of its groundbreaking Teambuilding and 
Mentorship (T&M) program with San Diego Youth Services 
Jan. 31 at Naval Base San Diego. 

The pilot program, conceived and led by Janae Sergio, a 
logistics management specialist at the command, paired at-risk 
youth from the local community with Sailors and civil 
servants over a period of eight weeks to focus on 
teambuilding, mentoring and life improvement skills. 

Mentees Nuna Deng and Chris Ofodu met with their 
NAVSUP FLC San Diego mentors for about three hours per 
week beginning Nov. 15, 2011, and logged about 28 hours by 
the end of the first phase. In addition to individually tailored 
coaching and encouragement from their command mentors, 
Sergio also arranged for Fleet and Family Support Center 
personnel to provide formal presentations. 

"I'm really glad I had an open mind to participating," said 
Deng. "It's nice to meet and be around people who are driven 
to succeed and still want to take the time to help you out with 
your own personal goals. They really listen to you and your 
situation and try and help you as much as they can." 

The youths received in-depth training in areas like resume 
writing, interviewing, interpreting skills, punctuality, anger 
management, dressing for success and attendance. 

"We spend a lot of time with San Diego Youth Services 
outside of this program, doing things like community relations 
events and helping them out where we can, but I think the 
unique part here is that they were able to establish closer 
relationships with some of our people," said Sergio. "I think 
what they really needed was to discuss their goals, aspirations, 
and even current life events with someone. All they wanted 
was for someone to get on their level and hear them out." 

San Diego Youth Services is a non-profit organization 
that works to stabilize the lives of homeless and in-crisis youth 
throughout San Diego County. NAVSUP FLC San Diego 
collaborates with the organization during various 
beautification and support programs year-round as part of a 
partnership agreement aimed at lending a hand in the local 
community. 

So far, Sergio and NAVSUP FLC San Diego leadership 
acknowledge the program is working. In just the middle of the 
first phase of the program, Ofodu, who said he enjoys working 
with children, had a job interview lined up with a Navy child 
development center. Ofodu credits the resume training 
provided by the command, as well as networking on the part 
of one of his mentors, for the opportunity. 

"I got pretty lucky when I got paired up with someone I 
had a personal connection with," Ofodu said. "You don't 
choose your mentors; they're chosen for you. But it turned out 
he was easy to talk to and helped me out not only with his 
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knowledge, but also with his own personal experiences. I have 
a whole new resume and portfolio, and I already had one 
interview in just the first couple weeks." 

Mentors were chosen from a group of exceptional 
volunteers within the command. Following their selection, 
each mentor received extensive training in program standards, 
values and goals. 

Standout participants who successfully complete phase 
one may be eligible to move on to the second phase of the 
program, which focuses more heavily on networking and 
securing employment, and may give stellar youths 
opportunities to be hired as Navy civilians in positions for 
which they qualify. 

Sergio credited her own life experiences for giving her the 
passion and motivation to help other youths succeed and said 
the overwhelming support from command leadership 
contributed greatly to the program's success. She said the 
T&M program is a new, more innovative way of aligning the 
command's efforts with Navy outreach and accession goals 
while simultaneously giving back to the community. 

"If we can help change the life of just one youth as a 
result of this program, we will have succeeded," said Sergio. 

"If only one youth gets a job, sees a better future, or just feels 
better about themselves and gets on their feet, it will all have 
been worth it." 

NAVSUP Fleet Logistics Center San Diego, one of seven 
fleet logistics centers under NAVSUP Global Logistics 
Support, provides global logistics, business and support 
services to fleet, shore and industrial commands of the Navy, 
Coast Guard, Military Sealift Command, and other joint and 
allied Forces. Services include contracting, regional 
transportation, fuel, material management, household goods 
movement support, postal and consolidated mail, 
warehousing, global logistics and husbanding, hazardous 
material management, and integrated logistics support. 

NAVSUP GLS comprises more than 5,700 military and 
civilian logistics professionals, contractors and foreign 
nationals operating as a single cohesive team providing global 
logistics services from 110 locations worldwide. 

A component of the Naval Supply Systems Command 
headquartered in Mechanicsburg, Pa., NAVSUP GLS is part 
of a worldwide logistics network of more than 22,500 military 
and civilian personnel providing combat capability through 
logistics. 

Return to Index 
 

29. Base Exchanges Save Sailors 23 Percent, Navy Survey Says 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 01 FEB 12) ... Corinne Reilly 

Turns out Walmart isn’t the low-price leader after all – at 
least not if you’re in the Navy. 

According to a price comparison survey released by the 
service today, Sailors who shop at Navy base exchanges save 
an average of 23 percent over civilian retailers. 

Conducted by the private firm RetailData, the survey 
compared prices at Navy exchanges across the country to 
those at major retailers. It found that exchange customers save 
an average of 11 percent over Walmart, 15 percent over 
Target, 31 percent over Walgreens, and 39 percent over 
JCPenney, the Navy said in a news release. 

The Navy command that oversees exchanges hires out for 
the study every fall. It includes appliances, electronics, 
furniture, clothing, housewares and sporting goods, among 

other items, and does not take into account sales tax, 
according to the command. 

This year’s average savings is 1 percent higher than last 
year’s. 

The findings varied by geographic region. Customers in 
Norfolk save roughly 22 percent; in Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, 29 
percent; in San Diego and Bethesda, Md., 23 percent; and in 
Pensacola, Fla., 20 percent. 

Navy exchanges aren’t supported by taxpayer dollars. 
They’re open to active duty service members, retirees, 
reservists and their families. In Hampton Roads, exchanges 
are located at Norfolk Naval Station, Oceana Naval Air 
Station, Joint Expeditionary Base Little Creek and Yorktown 
Naval Weapons Station, among other posts. Their profits help 
pay for morale and recreation programs for Sailors. 
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30. Navy Misawa Sailors Building "Lone Sailor" Snow Sculpture 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 01 FEB 12) ... Senior Chief Mass Communication Specialist Daniel Sanford, Naval Air Facility Misawa 
Public Affairs 

SAPPORO, Japan -- Six Sailors from Naval Air Facility 
(NAF) Misawa began building a snow sculpture Feb. 1 for the 
upcoming 63rd Annual Sapporo Snow Festival here. 

Known as the "Sapporo Six," the team comprised Sailors 
assigned to NAF Misawa or its tenant and deployed 
commands currently stationed there. Together, the six Sailors 
will attempt to create a snow sculpture bust of the Navy's 
famous "Lone Sailor" statue that is located at the U.S. Navy 
Memorial in Washington D.C. 

The Sailors traveled from Misawa to Sapporo to take part 
in the city's annual wintertime festival and to represent the 
U.S. naval installation, which is based out of northern Japan. 
While their first day in Sapporo was dedicated to meeting with 
city and military officials, today began the arduous task of 

creating a sculpture out of a six-foot-by-six-foot block of 
compressed snow. 

"We started out this morning by basically laying out a 
grid on all four sides of our snow block," said Chief Builder 
Christopher "Billy" Knox, the Navy Misawa Snow Sculpting 
Team leader, and native of Chapin, Ill. "Once we finished we 
drew in the exact specifications of the design to include the 
head and shoulders of 'The Lone Sailor.'" 

While the first few hours were dedicated to the tedium of 
measuring and drawing the team's proposed design, the 
afternoon was filled with the sounds of scraping and chiseling 
as the team began sculpting. 

Utilizing dozens of tools, ranging from a trowel to a 
cheese grater, the team's project slowly took form. 
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"Today we're only concerned about getting the outline 
completed," said Electronics Technician 2nd Class James 
Johnston, originally from Kaneohe, Hawaii. "We'll worry 
about the details later, but for now, we're just carving the 
general structure out." 

The team has until Feb. 5, to complete their sculpture; the 
festival begins the following day and runs throughout the 
entire week. 

While the deadline to complete such an ambitious design 
may be cause for concern, it's the famous Sapporo weather 
that seems to be the primary difficulty the team will need to 
overcome. 

"I'm wearing three pairs of socks and I still can't feel my 
toes," said Information Systems Technician 3rd Class Zachary 

James, a Seattle native who, along with his teammates, 
persevered weather that never topped 20-degrees Fahrenheit. 
"You have to deal with the weather and the general fatigue 
associated with this kind of work, but we're having a great 
time building this thing and having a lot of fun doing it." 

Despite the difficulties associated with creating such an 
ambitious design, Knox said he couldn't be happier with his 
team's efforts so far. 

"The guys are putting out 110-percent effort here, and 
their attitudes and work ethic has been outstanding," he said. 
"Which is good, because as far as we're concerned, failure is 
not an option. 

This year marks the 29th year that Navy Misawa has sent 
a delegation to Sapporo to participate in the Snow Festival. 
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31. Navy Hoping To Get $26m From Federal Government To Move Section Of Pipeline 
(KGTV ABC SAN DIEGO 01 FEB 12) ... Mitch Blacher 

SAN DIEGO -- The U.S. Navy is rushing to get an aging 
fuel pipeline off Point Loma's shoreline and is hoping to get 
$26 million from the federal government by spring to move it. 

The rush comes after the 10News I-Team unveiled unseen 
inspection reports for the 57-year-old Miramar Pipeline, which 
runs between MCAS Miramar and the naval base in Point 
Loma. 

The I-Team discovered the Navy fuel line had been 
repeatedly unearthed and exposed to the elements as it hugs 
the bayfront area near La Playa. 

"Your coverage made people aware that it was eroding in 
several locations," said San Diego city Councilman Kevin 
Faulconer. 

Faulconer represents Point Loma and is one of several 
elected leaders working with the Navy to move the pipeline 
away from San Diego bay and the Point Loma population. 

State Senator Christine Kehoe – who also represents Point 
Loma – also wanted to know the about the pipe's condition. 

The state regional water quality control board wrote to 
Kehoe, saying, "The Navy has identified 'hazardous 
consequence areas' along the pipeline alignment…" 

In July, Capt. David Pimpo – who was then in charge of 
the Miramar Pipeline – told 10News the 17-mile pipeline is 
safe despite the internal inspections describing 55 cases of 
corrosion and 575 incidences of metal loss. 

"A pipeline is inherently going to be a risk," said Pimpo. 
"Whenever you have fuel that goes through a pipe… that goes 
through a residential area, you're going to be in a situation 
where you're going to have risk." 

The Navy is now focusing on the section of piping that 
continues to be uncovered by erosion and looking for $26 
million from the federal government to pay to move it. 

"I'm hoping that they secure that funding within the next 
several months and we can begin planning to get that pipeline 
off the water and into a more secure place," said Faulconer. 

Faulconer, along with naval leadership, will hold a series 
of community meetings to let the public know how the 
pipeline will be moved and where it will go. 

There are no firm plans on when or where those meetings 
will take place. 

View Clip (RT: 2:22) 
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32. Jacksonville Jaguars Cheerleaders And Football Players Visit USS Enterprise 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 01 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Kristin L. Grover, Enterprise Carrier Strike Group 
Public Affairs 

MAYPORT, Fla. -- Cheerleaders and football players 
from the NFL's Jacksonville Jaguars visited aircraft carrier 
USS Enterprise (CVN 65) while the ship was in port at Naval 
Station Mayport, Fla., Jan. 31. 

The players and cheerleaders took photos with Sailors and 
Marines, signed autographs and toured the flight deck during 
their visit to the 50-year-old ship. 

"This is something that a lot of us have never done before, 
so it was a great experience to get to tour the actual ship and 
see all the aircraft," said Chelsea Belloit, Jacksonville Jaguars 
cheerleader. "We definitely had a great time and we hope to 
come back and tour again." 

The Sailors and Marines aboard Big E were pleased about 
the visit and enjoyed having the chance to have their photos 
taken with the special guests. 

"We had the Jacksonville Jaguars cheerleaders and a 
couple of their players come on board and it was awesome," 

said Aviation Machinist's Mate Airman Michael Foster. "I just 
got my picture taken with a couple of the cheerleaders and an 
autographed calendar. I'm loving it." 

Not only did the ship's crew appreciate the opportunity to 
meet and greet the football players and cheerleaders, the 
athletes had a memorable experience as well. 

"This is my first time on an aircraft carrier and this thing 
is huge. It's amazing," said Samantha Snyder, a Jacksonville 
Jaguars cheerleader. "Being here is a very unique opportunity. 
This is probably the best part of our job." 

"This is my first time aboard Enterprise," said Zach 
Miller, tight end for the Jacksonville Jaguars. "It's eye-opening 
standing next to some of these fighter pilots and these jets. It's 
fun for me." 

Miller thanked the Sailors and Marines for their service 
on behalf of the Jaguars and expressed the team members' 
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appreciation for the sacrifices servicemembers make for their 
country. 

During their brief time aboard Enterprise, the Jaguars 
representatives gave away more than 300 calendars and 1,000 
personally autographed posters. 

Enterprise is currently underway participating in exercise 
Bold Alligator 2012. Bold Alligator 2012, the largest naval 

amphibious exercise in the past 10 years, represents the Navy 
and Marine Corps' revitalization of the full range of 
amphibious operations. The exercise focuses on today's fight 
with today's forces, while showcasing the advantages of 
seabasing. This exercise will take place 30 Jan - 12 Feb, 2012 
afloat and ashore in and around Virginia and North Carolina. 
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NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
33. Republicans Push To Stop Automatic U.S. Spending Cuts 
(REUTERS 02 FEB 12) ... Donna Smith 

WASHINGTON -- Wide-ranging U.S. spending cuts set 
to kick in next year for domestic and military programs would 
be scrapped by a proposal that some top Republicans plan to 
outline on Thursday. 

Senator John McCain has joined forces with assistant 
Senate Republican leader Jon Kyl and other party members to 
introduce legislation that would eliminate the first installment 
of $1.2 trillion in automatic spending reductions over a 
decade. 

These cuts were at the center of a budget brawl between 
President Barack Obama and Republicans in Congress last 
year during a fight to increase the U.S. debt limit. 

The new proposal by McCain, Kyl and four other Senate 
Republicans would spare the military and selected domestic 
programs of cuts set to go into effect in January 2013. The 
$127 billion in budget savings would be achieved, instead, by 
scaling back the federal workforce and freezing its pay. 

The move is designed to buy time for lawmakers to 
decide on more orderly reductions than the across-the-board 
cuts put in place after a special congressional committee failed 
to develop a deficit reduction plan last year, a Republican aide 
said. 

The senators plan to unveil their proposal at a press 
conference on Thursday. 

The bill calls for reducing the federal work force by 5 
percent through attrition. Agencies would only be able to hire 
two people for every three people who retire or leave 
government employment. It also calls for extending a pay 
freeze for federal workers until June 2014. 

The current freeze expires at the end of this year and 
Obama has proposed a 0.5 percent increase next year. 

Similar legislation has been introduced in the Republican-
led House by Armed Services Committee Chairman Howard 

McKeon. That bill would slash the federal work force by 10 
percent. 

The White House has said it opposes any effort to 
circumvent the automatic spending cuts, and the proposed 
federal workforce reduction and pay freeze are likely to meet 
stiff opposition from Democrats. 

But Republicans are likely to point to a recent 
Congressional Budget Office report that showed many federal 
workers without advanced degrees earn on average higher 
salaries and benefits than those in the private sector. 

Also, concerns expressed by Defense Secretary Leon 
Panetta that the automatic cuts on top of other reductions in 
defense spending would "inflict severe damage to our national 
defense for generations" could help build support for the bill. 

The legislation would head off cuts to domestic programs 
as well, a provision its Republican sponsors hope will attract 
Democratic support. 

The $1.2 trillion in automatic cuts were linked to an 
increase in U.S. borrowing authority opposed by Republicans, 
many aligned with the conservative Tea Party movement. 

The bitter political fight prompted the U.S. credit ratings 
agency Standard & Poor's to downgrade the federal 
government's top AAA rating for borrowing for the first time. 

With U.S. budget deficits topping $1 trillion for the last 
three years and the national debt exceeding $15 trillion, the 
ratings agencies and economists are worried Washington is 
courting a financial disaster similar to turmoil facing many 
European countries. 

Any move by Congress to dismantle the automatic 
spending cuts could further erode the confidence of credit 
rating agencies, which are hoping U.S. lawmakers can agree 
on $4 trillion in deficit reductions over a decade - well beyond 
the approximately $2 trillion enacted last year. 
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34. House Approves Measure To Freeze Federal Salaries 
(WASHINGTON POST 02 FEB 12) ... Ed O'Keefe 

House lawmakers voted Wednesday night to freeze their 
pay and the salaries of congressional staffers and civilian 
federal employees, scoring a symbolic victory for 
congressional Republicans who have targeted government 
compensation as an example of excessive federal spending. 

On a vote of 309 to 117, GOP supporters scored the two-
thirds majority needed to approve the measure under a 
suspension of normal procedural roles. 

The bill, introduced by Rep. Sean Duffy (R-Wis.), would 
extend the current two-year freeze on federal cost-of-living 

raises for an additional year starting next January. Lawmakers 
haven't raised congressional pay in four of the past six years. 

The bill would need Senate approval before becoming 
law. 

Before the vote, Republicans touted a Congressional 
Budget Office report published Monday that said federal 
employees on average earn about 2 percent more than private-
sector employees in comparable professions. When pension 
and health benefits are factored in, the CBO said, federal 
employees earn about 16 percent more in total compensation. 
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With those numbers in mind, "the federal government has 
no incentive or obligation to reduce salaries in order to be 
competitive to stay in business," Rep. Dennis A. Ross (R-
Fla.), who chairs the House subcommittee on federal 
personnel, said before the vote. "It simply borrows more 
money or raises taxes." 

But Rep. Elijah E. Cummings (D-Md.), ranking member 
on the House committee that oversees federal personnel 
issues, said federal employees have already sacrificed to help 
pay down the federal deficit by enduring a two-year pay freeze 
ordered by President Obama in 2010. 

The freeze is set to save taxpayers $60 billion in the next 
decade, Cummings said. 

"This bill appears to be a disingenuous and disrespectful 
attack against federal workers," Cummings said. 

Ross and other Republicans shot back - noting that the 
overwhelming majority of federal employees eligible for 
within-grade step increases received them in fiscal 2011. The 
step increases averaged $1,303 during the freeze, Ross said. 

Del. Eleanor Holmes Norton (D-D.C.) said she 
understands the push to freeze federal pay as other Americans 
are facing financial hardship. "The problem is that federal 
employees have become a kind of piggy bank - whenever you 
need some money, you take it from the federal employees," 
she said. 
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35. DOD Adds Vicodin, Xanax To Drug Testing, Offers 90-Day Amnesty 
(STARS AND STRIPES 02 FEB 12) ... Nathan A. Bailey 

TOKYO — The Defense Department announced an 
expansion of its drug testing program Wednesday to include 
widely abused prescription medications containing 
hydrocodone and benzodiazepine, but it’s offering an 
unprecedented 90-day amnesty period for servicemembers to 
come clean or get treatment. 

The painkiller Vicodin, containing the synthetic opioid 
hydrocodone, and the anti-anxiety medications Xanax and 
Valium, which contain benzodiazepine, are among the most 
abused prescription drugs on the market, which is why they 
are being added to the list of testable substances, according to 
Joe Angello, DOD director of operational readiness and 
safety. 

The program already tests for the opiates codeine and 
morphine. 

But for the first time in more than 40 years of drug 
testing, the DOD is giving troops a three-month notice before 
the testing begins. 

“The memorandum is giving you a 90-day warning 
order,” Angello said in a DOD release announcing the new 
policy. 

This way, servicemembers addicted to prescription drugs 
can seek medical help without fear of penalty, he said. 

The testing is not an all-out ban of the substances. 
Servicemembers with prescriptions for the drugs will not be 
subject to disciplinary action for using them within the dosage 
and time prescribed. 

In July 2011, after years of war and with increasing 
numbers of troops returning from Afghanistan and Iraq with 
combat or training injuries, The Associated Press reported the 
number of soldiers referred for opiate abuse treatment had 
been growing steadily for at least a decade. In response to the 
trend, the Army began limiting the number of painkillers a 
soldier could be prescribed at one time. 

According to Army data provided to AP, referrals for 
opiate abuse increased from 87 in fiscal year 1999 to 703 in 
fiscal year 2009. There were more than 670 referrals from 
October 2009 through June 2010. 

Expired medications should be turned in for disposal 
rather than flushed, Angello said, as they can contaminate the 
water supply. 
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36. Tricare Fees Would Rise Faster Than Current Law Allows 
(NAVY TIMES 06 FEB 12) ... Andrew Tilghman and Rick Maze 

The Pentagon is refusing to accept a law Congress passed 
just last year that would limit future Tricare fee hikes for 
retirees to no more than the annual cost-of-living adjustment 
in retired pay. 

Military officials say they will renew their earlier call for 
future fee hikes to be linked to the rate of medical inflation, 
which runs about 7 percent a year or higher, rather than to the 
retiree COLAs that average 3 percent over time, according to a 
Capitol Hill staffer familiar with the Pentagon’s budget 
proposal. 

The most recent retiree COLA increase was 3.6 percent. 
Congress approved fee hikes for working-age retirees 

under age 65 last year, the first time any Tricare fees have 
increased since that program was created 17 years ago. 

Along with renewing its call for higher annual fee 
increases on younger retirees, the Pentagon also will seek to 
charge an enrollment fee for the first time to retirees over age 
65 in Tricare for Life, officials said. 

Details of the Tricare proposals will come when the full 
budget plan is released Feb. 13 — and defense officials 
already are trying to head off criticism for the controversial 
moves. 

“We’ve avoided changes that negatively impact active-
duty troops or their families,” Defense Secretary Leon Panetta 
said Jan. 26, when he released some details of the 2013 budget 
that will be sent to Congress. 

“But we decided that to help control the growth of health 
care costs, which is now almost $50 billion in this department, 
we are recommending increases in health care fees, co-pays 
and deductibles for retirees. They’ll be phased in over five 
years,” Panetta added. “But let me be clear that even after 
these increases, the cost borne by military retirees will remain 
below levels in most comparable private-sector plans, as they 
should be.” Military health care costs have soared in recent 
years, from about $19 billion in 2001 to more than $50 billion 
this year. 
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In October, annual Tricare Prime fees for working-age 
retirees increased by $30, to $260 a year, for individual 
coverage, and by $60, to $520 a year, for family coverage. 

Pentagon officials say rising health care costs are fueled 
in part by retirees who leave the service and begin second 

careers with companies that offer health care but retain their 
Tricare coverage because it is cheaper than their employer’s 
coverage. 
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37. War Over Gays In Military In New Phase 
(POLITICO 01 FEB 12) ... Charles Hoskinson 

The national debate over gay marriage is threatening to 
spill over into the military, as activists from both sides of the 
volatile issue work to influence the Pentagon’s policy toward 
gay and lesbian service members and their families. 

Gay activists who succeeded last year in repealing the 
“don’t ask, don’t tell” law that barred gays and lesbians from 
serving openly in the military are now pushing for full benefits 
for their partners. And that’s creating a backlash from 
conservatives in Congress who opposed repealing the ban and 
had feared it might lead to the military’s recognition of gay 
marriage. 

The latest move comes in the form of legislation, filed last 
week by Rep. Tim Huelskamp (R-Kan.), which would bar gay 
marriages on Defense Department property and protect service 
members who express opposition to homosexuality based on 
their beliefs from adverse action or possible discrimination. 

And it would specifically mandate that military chaplains 
cannot be “directed, ordered or required to perform any duty, 
rite, ritual, ceremony, service or function that is contrary to the 
conscience, moral principles or religious beliefs of the 
chaplain, or contrary to the moral principles or religious 
beliefs of the chaplain’s faith group.” 

“This is an issue of conscience rights,” Huelskamp told 
POLITICO. “Folks are afraid of reprisal.” 

The Pentagon delayed extending most military benefits 
such as medical care, housing and access to on-base services 
to partners of gay and lesbian service members when the 
DADT repeal took effect Sept. 20, citing the federal Defense 
of Marriage Act. But the constitutionality of the 1996 law is in 
doubt after several court rulings against it, and the Obama 
administration announced a year ago that it would no longer 
defend DOMA against challenges. 

Lawyers for the Republican-controlled House, however, 
have stepped in to defend the law, and the issue is eventually 
expected to reach the Supreme Court. 

Meanwhile, current and former service members have 
filed a separate challenge to the law in federal court in 
Massachusetts, saying it’s unconstitutional because it prevents 
the Pentagon from treating all military families equally. 

And the Pentagon has promised to continue to review 
benefits as the law changes — a move that conservatives have 
taken as a sign that the Obama administration would force the 
military to recognize gay marriage once DOMA is repealed or 
fails a court challenge. 

“This is a very appropriate time to have this discussion,” 
said Huelskamp, who noted that his office is getting “a 
significant amount” of complaints from service members who 
claim gays and lesbians are getting special treatment by the 
military. Among the complaints, he said, are those from 
chaplains who told him their superiors wanted to review their 
sermons in advance. 

“Folks do not want to have their names attached to it 
because they really fear retaliation from this administration,” 
he said. 

Pentagon officials, though, say there haven’t been any 
significant problems since the repeal took effect. 

“The implementation of the repeal of DADT is 
proceeding smoothly across the Department of Defense,” 
Pentagon spokeswoman Eileen Lainez said. “We attribute this 
success to our comprehensive pre-repeal training program, 
combined with the continued close monitoring and 
enforcement of standards by our military leaders at all levels.” 

And advocates for gay and lesbian service members have 
promised to fight Huelskamp’s legislation. 

“There is no need for the so-called protections in this bill 
or the proposed regulations. No chaplain today is being 
required or pressured to marry anyone, straight or gay. 
Period,” said Aubrey Sarvis, executive director of the 
Servicemembers Legal Defense Network, which has led much 
of the fight for military benefits for gay families. 

“The bill’s ban on use of military facilities and chaplains 
officiating at ceremonies for gay and lesbian service members 
is nothing more than plain, old-fashioned discrimination. 
There is no place for that prejudice in our armed forces or in 
our country,” he said. 

Huelskamp’s bill has 15 co-sponsors, including members 
of the GOP-led House Armed Services Committee, which has 
approved previous efforts to limit military benefits for gay 
service members. The House-passed version of last year’s 
defense policy bill included an earlier attempt to bar same-sex 
marriages on military bases and prohibit military chaplains 
from performing them, and Huelskamp says it’s possible his 
legislation could be rolled into this year’s bill. 

Still, Republicans in the Democratic-led Senate have so 
far shown no significant interest in revisiting the issue. The 
only related provision that survived to be written into law last 
year was one allowing chaplains to opt out of performing 
same-sex marriages if that duty would conflict with their 
beliefs. 
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38. Official Outlines Absentee Voting Options 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 01 FEB 12) ... Lisa Daniel 

WASHINGTON – Federal officials are urging military 
members, their families and other Americans living outside 

the United States to register to vote and request an absentee 
ballot. 
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Both can be done easily by downloading a federal 
postcard application on the Federal Voting Assistance 
Program website, Bob Carey, the program’s director, said in 
an interview today with the Pentagon Channel and American 
Forces Press Service. 

A digital “wizard” takes applicants through the process in 
about five minutes, allowing them to avoid the 390-page 
federal voting assistance guide, and provides a preprinted, 
stamped envelope for the application that must be signed and 
mailed back to the appropriate voting registrar, the program’s 
Carey said. 

Several states allow signed applications to be faxed or 
scanned, then emailed in, including Florida, where 14 counties 
used online ballot delivery for yesterday’s presidential primary 
election. Some 800 service members downloaded ballots for 
the election, Carey noted. 

Service members should update their address on the site 
every time they change duty stations and before deployment or 
upon their return, Carey said. 

“The big thing is sending the ballot back,” he emphasized, 
noting that delivery can encounter delays. “As soon as you get 
your ballot, try to send it back.” 

Most states allow registration very close to Election Day, 
which is Nov. 6 for federal offices. However, because most 
ballots are due back by the election, Carey recommended 
using a federal write-in absentee ballot, available on the 
website, for those who haven’t received their postcard 
application within 45 days of the election. 

The FVAP website includes deadlines for registration, 
state voting laws, sample ballots and absentee ballots for every 
state, Carey said. 

“We’ve really expanded the online delivery systems by 
working closely with the states,” he said. “We can reduce 
delays from 20 to 30 days to 20 to 30 milliseconds.” 

Several states, including California, are moving toward 
full online applications by automatically using driver’s license 
signatures, he said. 

Program officials are working to make voting easier for 
troops and civilians overseas, whether by working with states 
to improve voting laws, or by easing the process, Carey said. 

“We have worked closely with all the states,” he said, 
including sending letters about legislation affecting voting to 
every state. Carey has testified before legislatures in 

Minnesota, South Carolina, Texas and New York already this 
year. 

“We will go wherever we need to, to get these laws 
changed so that the military and overseas voters can have 
adequate opportunities” to vote, he said. 

The program’s workers also are making practical 
improvements, including sending computer printers and ink 
cartridges to all combat outposts and forward operating bases 
to ensure an easy application process, Carey said. 

And the efforts are paying off, he added. After sending 
2.2 million emails about absentee voting in January, 60,000 
postcard applications have been downloaded so far this year, 
compared to 90,000 in all of 2010, Carey said. The program 
also d sends out regular voting tips to people who “like” the 
Federal Voting Assistance Program’s Facebook page, he said. 

“We’ve really had a banner year this year in getting the 
word out, letting people know they have these opportunities 
and how to successfully use them,” Carey said. 

A Pew Center report issued last week shows substantial 
improvement for military and overseas voters, Carey said, 
concluding that this year will see substantially fewer 
registration and absentee voting problems than in the past. 

Some problems the program has worked to alleviate 
include getting laws passed in every state requiring that 
absentee ballots be mailed out at least 45 days before an 
election and doing away with requirements that a notary 
public or a voter from the same state must witness an absentee 
vote, Carey said. 

“The problem is, these are very complex election systems 
that develop over decades,” he said. “It’s not like we can 
change one small part without changing the rest.” 

But, he added, “that’s what we do -- we work with these 
state legislatures to help them figure out how to do that.” 

Most importantly, Carey said, more service members are 
voting, with participation up 21 percent between 2006 and 
2010, including a 33 percent rise in voting among 18- to 24-
year-olds, who traditionally have the lowest voter turnout. In 
2010, voting among military members was 46 percent, 
compared to 45.5 percent in the civilian population, he said. 

“Everyone has a right not to vote,” he said. “But if they 
want to vote, we want make sure they have every opportunity 
to vote.” 
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39. USO Innovates To Better Support Troops 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 31 JAN 12) ... Army Sgt. 1st Class Tyrone C. Marshall Jr. 

WASHINGTON – The USO has served America’s troops 
and their families for seven decades, but thanks to innovations 
and adaptability, it’s not the same old USO, the organization’s 
president said. 

“We have basically the same mission we’ve had for the 
last 71 years -- to lift the spirits of America’s troops and their 
families,” Sloan D. Gibson told American Forces Press 
Service. 

“But one of the things we realized is that the needs of 
troops and families are changing all the time,” he added. “So 
we’ve tried to change and adapt over those 71 years to make 
sure that we’re meeting the most urgent needs. And [that 
we’re] also using the most up-to-date technology to meet those 
needs.” 

Gibson said the USO continues to seek ways to better 
serve the nation’s service members and their families. 

“We ask a simple question of ourselves: ‘If our mission is 
to lift the spirits of America’s troops and their families, who 
needs us most?’” he said. “The answer today is certainly 
different than it would have been before 9/11. So as we think 
about that with all the things that USO does. We want to make 
sure we’re taking care of our forward-deployed troops that are 
serving in harm’s way.” 

Gibson said the USO also strives to meet the needs of 
military families enduring the stresses of multiple 
deployments, as well as healing heroes and their families and 
the families of fallen service members. 
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“So what you find are facilities and programs that are 
delivered all over the world that are designed to help those that 
need us most today,” he said. 

Although the USO is best known for entertaining service 
members and families, Gibson said, the organization has 
become attuned to other needs. 

“Entertainment is still a big part of the USO … but as you 
think about the needs of troops and families, we’ve got to 
constantly adapt,” he said. “For example, we now operate 
eight USO centers -- soon to open our ninth USO center -- in 
Afghanistan. 

“These centers are visited more than 100,000 times a 
month,” he added. “We know that connecting forward-
deployed troops with their families back home is really 
important, so we’ve installed in those centers high-speed 
Internet connections and a private telephone network where 
troops are making over 2 million free phone calls every year.” 

The USO president said these kinds of changes take place 
based upon the needs of today’s troops and based upon the 
important role that military families play today. The 
organization also adapts to mission changes, he noted, such as 
the end of the war in Iraq. 

“We closed our last center in Iraq during the fourth 
quarter of 2011,” Gibson said. “We’ve taken the large 
majority of the resources that we were investing in Iraq and 
shifted those into Afghanistan. That’s one of the reasons that 
we’ve been able to support such a large growth in our 
presence in Afghanistan -- most through our centers, but also 
through a program called ‘USO2Go,’ where we actually ship 
pallet loads.” 

Gibson said the average “USO2Go” shipment weighs a 
ton and consists of everything from video games to snack 
foods. 

“They tell us what they need right there at their small 
combat outpost or small forward operating base, and we ship it 
out there,” he said. “And it arrives right there. It’s like 
Christmas when it shows up.” 

Gibson said the USO also has created programs to help 
meet the needs of wounded, ill and injured troops. 

“We’ve looked at those that needed us most, focusing on 
healing heroes and their families and our families of the 
fallen,” he said. “We’ve begun to build an array of programs 
that are designed to best meet their needs.” These programs 
cater to those suffering from invisible wounds as well as 
physical ones, he added. 

“We’ve launched a new public service announcement that 
really focuses on the invisible wounds of war,” Gibson said. 
“One of the roles that the USO has played historically is we’ve 
been kind of a bridge between the American people and their 
families. So this is another one of those examples where we’re 
reaching out to the American people to help them understand 
the challenges that many of our troops and their families are 
facing right now with these invisible wounds.” 

Gibson said it’s a “labor of love” for the USO to create 
new ways to serve service members and their families while 
ensuring their needs are met. 

“We all care very deeply about what we do,” he said. “I 
get the opportunity -- I have the privilege -- to spend time with 
these men and women. I can’t say that I know what they go 
through, but I certainly have an appreciation for that. And if 
there’s something that we can do to say ‘Thank you,’ to 
express our gratitude, that’s really, really important.” 
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OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
40. Why America Needs Amphibious Skills 
Amphibious combat capabilities are vital to the U.S. military. This is no more so than in the Asia-Pacific 
region. 
(THE DIPLOMAT 01 FEB 12) ... Rep. J. Randy Forbes 

“Amphibious warfare.” To most Americans, the term 
conjures up images from HBO’s The Pacific, where U.S. 
Marines assault the beaches of Pacific islands on their way to 
Tokyo. Sure, it served its purpose in World War II, but are we 
ever going to need to fight our way onto a beach again? A 
decade of combat in the Middle East has only strengthened the 
opinion that the Marine Corps may be a muscular instrument 
of warfare, but its amphibious tradition is now ancient history. 

Nothing could be further from the truth. Our Navy-
Marine Corps team’s ability to conduct joint amphibious 
operations bestows the United States with a range of unique 
capabilities that will be in high demand in tomorrow’s 
uncertain security environment, specifically in the Indo-
Pacific maritime region. 

The advantages of maritime power, and specifically 
amphibious operations, are many. The Commandant of the 
Marine Corps, Gen. James F. Amos, captured these unique 
capabilities best in a September 2011 letter to U.S. Secretary 
of Defense Panetta. By one account, since 1990 the Marine 
Corps has conducted some 120 amphibious operations, 

including amphibious raids, demonstrations of force, 
reinforcement of U.S embassies, humanitarian relief, and 
evacuations of non-combatants from conflict zones. 

Amphibious forces are ideal for addressing many of the 
challenges we face in the Indo-Pacific region. The maritime 
character of the region, the geographic “tyranny of distance” it 
presents, the range of environmental crises that often impact 
the region, the threat of piracy that has affected maritime 
traffic in the Horn of Africa and Strait of Malacca, the 
tensions that often inflict the Korean Peninsula, and the 
modernization of China’s People’s Liberation Army Navy 
(PLAN) combined with its maritime territorial disputes, all 
stand to raise the profile of amphibious forces in the years 
ahead. A brief review of some of the capabilities an 
amphibious force can provide makes this abundantly clear. 
They can: 

 Deter aggression, because their amphibious nature 
can provide credible forward-presence to respond 
rapidly in a crisis; 
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 Sustain operational access almost anywhere in the 
world, regardless of political or geographic hurdles; 

 Provide ground forces in a combat zone where roads, 
ports, or airfields are not available; 

 Complicate an opponent’s decision-making and 
impose new costs by multiplying the number of 
theaters they must seek to defend, stretching their 
resources and manpower. This was used to great 
effect during the Gulf War in 1991 when the Marines 
massed a large force off Iraq’s coast, luring Saddam 
Hussein’s forces away from the U.S.-led coalition’s 
main operations; 

 Conduct counter-piracy operations; 

 Conduct humanitarian and disaster response 
missions; and 

 Assure allies of the United States’ credibility and 
capability to intervene decisively. 

But we have work to do. In a blog post from last year, 
Adm. John Harvey, head of U.S. Fleet Forces Command, 
wrote that the military has neglected the Navy-Marine Corps 
team’s core amphibious competency of: “prompt and 
sustained amphibious expeditionary operations from the sea” 
over the last decade during the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan. 
To sharpen its skills, the U.S. Navy and Marine Corps will 
undertake their largest amphibious exercise in a decade, Bold 
Alligator 2012 (BA-12). This joint and multinational 
amphibious assault exercise, which I will attend as an 
observer, will take place this week and include participants 
from Australia, Canada, France, Italy, Netherlands, New 
Zealand, Spain and the United Kingdom. Over a two week 

period, BA-12 will include three large-scale events, including 
an amphibious assault at Camp Lejeune, N.C.; an aerial 
assault from the sea into Fort Pickett, Va.; and an amphibious 
raid on Fort Story, Va. 

For its part, Congress must recognize the value of our 
Navy-Marine Corps’ amphibious capabilities in our naval 
arsenal, and support this team with the financial resources 
their mission requires. While the Marine Corps has stated its 
objective of maintaining 38 amphibious ships to meet 
Combatant Commander demands, the current FY12 30-year 
shipbuilding plan provides for only 33. This places the 
Combatant Commander demand of 18 ships well above the 
average of 9.2 ships the Navy was able to provide for 
deployment from 2007 to 2010. Even more disconcerting, 
despite the Obama administration’s emphasis on the Asia-
Pacific theater and naval forces in its new Strategic Guidance, 
it now plans to cut two older LSD-41 class dock landing ships 
and delay the next LHA-7 amphibious assault ship. These cuts 
and delays represent a trend in the wrong direction. 

As we proceed into the 21st century, sea power will take 
on an increasingly important role in our national defense 
policy. Bold Alligator 2012 will provide a stage for our 
amphibious forces to not just hone their skills, but to 
demonstrate the utility of their amphibious capabilities to 
elected officials and the broader Nation. I look forward to 
being a partner in this effort to enhance the capability of the 
Navy-Marine Corps team and articulate its enormous utility to 
the American public and our friends and allies. 

Rep. J. Randy Forbes, R-Va., is chairman of the House 
Armed Services Readiness Subcommittee and founder and co-
chairman of the Congressional China Caucus. 
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41. Nothing Like A Good Maritime Raid 
We started doing it 212 years ago. Now that the Marine Corps is going back to sea after a decade on the 
ground, it’s time to revive the Maritime Raid Force. 
(PROCEEDINGS MAGAZINE FEBRUARY 2012) ... Lt. Cmdr. Benjamin Armstrong, U.S. Navy 

The Navy/Marine Corps team has a long and storied past, 
operating together in everything from ship versus ship combat 
in the Age of Sail to the mastery of small wars and the 
amphibious warfare that has become its staple over the past 
half century. Operationally, many of the successful missions 
conducted by the Navy/Marine Corps team have involved 
maritime raiding. 

As the Navy welcomes the Marine Corps’ return to the 
sea in the 21st century following a decade of war ashore, the 
modern redevelopment of the historic maritime raiding 
capability is just as vital to the future of the Sea Services as 
sharpening the dulled skills needed for a full amphibious 
assault. 

Puerto Plata And Our Shared History 
An example from the infant nation’s earliest conflict came 

in 1800, when Sailors and Marines from the USS Constitution 
sailed into Puerto Plata, Dominican Republic, to attack the 
French privateer Sandwich during the Quasi-War with France. 
The United States was three years into the conflict, America’s 
first undeclared war. It was maritime in nature, taking place in 
the Atlantic Ocean and Caribbean Sea. 

Following the French Revolution the French navy, 
angered that American merchants were trading with its 

enemies in England, began seizing American vessels. France 
also began to license privateers who sailed the American 
seacoast and the Caribbean in search of undefended merchant 
ships. As the summer of 1800 approached, the Constitution 
sailed the Caribbean, under the command of Commodore Silas 
Talbot, in search of French ships. 

The first week in May, the Constitution arrived off the 
Dominican Republic and received information that a notorious 
privateer named the Sandwich, a former British packet that 
had been taken by French privateers and armed with 14 guns, 
lay in the harbor refitting. On the 11th the American frigate 
fell in with a 58-ton American trading sloop named the Sally 
that had recently sailed from Puerto Plata and was scheduled 
to return before sailing for its homeport of Providence, Rhode 
Island. Master Thomas Sandford, captain of the Sally, 
confirmed that the Sandwich was in port, protected under the 
guns of the Spanish fortress there. 

The Early Navy/Marine Corps Team 
Talbot wanted to sail the Constitution into Puerto Plata 

and take on the three heavy cannon in the Spanish fortress and 
the Sandwich’s broadside, but he feared the shallows and 
unmarked reefs at the approach to the harbor. Considering the 
deep draft of the 44-gun Constitution, Talbot instead decided 
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to take advantage of the schedule of the merchant Sally. He 
commandeered the small ship from Sandford and ordered his 
first lieutenant, or executive officer, to take command of her. 
Lieutenant Isaac Hull, who would later command the 
Constitution with much acclaim in the War of 1812, was 
assigned a force of 90 Sailors and Marines to sail the Sally 
into Puerto Plata and “cut out” the French privateer. The 
cutting-out expedition, where a raiding force used small boats 
and surprise to board and carry an enemy ship, was one of the 
many irregular operations carried out by the Navy and Marine 
Corps team during the Age of Sail. 

Commodore Talbot ordered Hull and his force to “bring 
her out to sea, if practicable; otherwise to burn and destroy her 
in port.” Hull took with him the Constitution’s two Marine 
Corps officers, Captain Daniel Carmick and Lieutenant 
William Amory, to help lead the expedition. They loaded the 
Sailors and Marines aboard the Sally with muskets, pistols, 
and cutlasses and hid them in the ship’s hold. Captain Carmick 
later recalled feeling like Achilles and his Greek warriors, the 
Sailors and Marines hidden in their own Trojan Horse. Hull 
and six Sailors remained on deck to work the ship, setting off 
for the Dominican harbor on the morning of 10 May. 

Hull, with Master Sandford along as a pilot, sailed the 
Sally past the reef and into the harbor. The raiding force 
discovered the Sandwich at anchor, all her guns hauled to the 
starboard side to bear on the channel. Riding a sea breeze that 
sprang up after noon, the Americans maneuvered through the 
sparsely populated harbor and brought the Sally alongside the 
privateer’s starboard bow. 

‘Over The Rail’ 
On Hull’s signal, the men poured from the hold. Captain 

Carmick led them over the rail and aboard the privateer, 
cutlasses in hand. “The men went on board like devils,” he 
later wrote, “and it was as much as the first Lieutenant and 
myself could do to prevent blood being spilt.” Six shots were 
fired as they crossed the rails, and the attack was so fast that 
the French privateers were overwhelmed by the Americans 
and scrambled to hide in the hold. The captain of the privateer 
realized the hopelessness of his situation and, hat in hand, 
surrendered the ship to Lieutenant Hull. 

Hull took stock of the captured vessel and confirmed that 
it was in the middle of refit. The ship had been stripped, only 
its lower masts were standing, and the rigging and sails were 
coiled and stowed below. The Sailors needed time to re-rig the 
ship in order to escape, but the Spanish fortress overlooked the 
anchorage with a constant threat from its heavy guns. Once the 
prisoners had been bound and placed under the watch of 
several Sailors, Hull dispatched Captain Carmick and 
Lieutenant Amory with their Marines to take the fortress. 

The Marines lowered the Sandwich’s boat and embarked 
their small force, which rowed for the shore at the base of the 
fortress. As they approached the rocks the Marines climbed 
into the neck-deep water, holding their muskets above their 
heads, and waded ashore. They rapidly moved into the fortress 
before the Spanish realized what was happening. With surprise 
on his side, Carmick and his Marines took possession of the 
fortress and spiked the three heavy guns. They then moved 
back to the ship and manned the guns to protect the Sandwich 
and Sally while the Sailors worked. By nightfall the crewmen 
raised the topmasts, rigged the ship, and bent on the sails. 

When the rigging was completed the Americans faced a 
new challenge. There was no wind. The Sailors manned the 
ship’s guns, and the Marines took up positions as 
sharpshooters while the Spanish garrison mustered on shore to 
face them. Their cannon rendered useless by the Marines’ raid 
ashore, the Spaniards had no way to challenge the Americans 
other than their muskets. As night set in, the local commander 
sent several flags of truce by boat to determine the intentions 
of the Americans. Hull and Carmick simply replied that they 
were under orders and they would be sailing the Sandwich 
clear of the harbor. When morning approached, a land breeze 
sprang up and the Americans set the sails on board the 
captured vessels. Without any interference from the Spanish 
troops, they sailed clear and joined the Constitution. 

Commodore Talbot submitted his report to Secretary of 
the Navy Benjamin Stoddert and praised his officers, writing 
that “no enterprise of the same moment was ever better 
executed. The operation was completed without a single 
casualty.” The copper-bottomed Sandwich had been preying 
on American merchants for three years and was one of the 
fastest and most notorious privateers in the Caribbean. She 
now belonged to the Americans. In America’s first armed 
conflict, facing a non-state opponent in a third nation’s port, 
the Navy/Marine Corps team demonstrated its capability for 
maritime raiding. 

Maritime Raiding And The Blue/Green Team 
The hybird warfare and asymmetric threats faced by the 

United States in the 21st century require a new look at naval 
operations. How ships are deployed, with what capabilities, 
and in what formations, requires creativity and innovation to 
adapt to the threats we face as a Navy/Marine Corps team. In 
the Age of Sail, the cutting out of the privateer Sandwich 
demonstrated the value of maritime raiding capabilities when 
dealing with challenges such as piracy and other non-state 
threats. The Naval Operating Concept 2010 (NOC 10) 
discusses the irregular challenges faced by today’s 
Navy/Marine Corps team and calls for the development of a 
“tailorable ‘maritime raid capability’ to address the diverse 
target sets that characterize irregular challenges.” 

Initial deployment of the concept has already proved 
effective. In 2010 the USS Peleliu (LHA-5) Amphibious 
Ready Group (ARG) and 15th Marine Expeditionary Unit 
(MEU) deployed, having trained and designated a Maritime 
Raid Force. Made up of Marines from the 15th MEU and the 
Sailors of the USS Dubuque (LPD-8), that force demonstrated 
the responsiveness and effectiveness of the concept during the 
operation to recover the M/V Magellan Star from Somali 
pirates in September 2010. 

The continued development of this capability is important 
to the future. It doesn’t necessarily mean the return of the 
Maritime Special Purpose Force (MSPF) that used to make 
MEUs “special-operations capable,” but it does mean that the 
selective return of some of the former MSPF’s capabilities and 
training is important to the relevance of the Navy/Marine 
Corps team of tomorrow. 

Though it is tempting because of the longstanding 
relationship between Marines and gator Sailors and the 
already proven success, the capability to conduct maritime 
raids shouldn’t be relegated to the amphibious fleet alone. 
NOC 10 states that “confronting irregular challenges require 
general purpose forces to apply their capabilities in innovative 
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ways.” Development must continue within the amphibious 
fleet, but it is time to move beyond the MEU and ARG. 

Bring On The Carriers 
The carrier strike group (CSG) has changed little in the 

way it deploys over the past six decades. It may be time to re-
evaluate the flattop. Sea-basing has been a buzzword of the 
Navy for years, and the carrier has been a part of that. Most 
operational testing of the “sea-base” using nuclear-powered 
carriers, however, has been an all-or-nothing affair. 

The use of the USS Abraham Lincoln (CVN-72) during 
Operation Unified Assistance (the 2005 Indonesia tsunami-
relief effort) demonstrated the value of having multiple 
helicopter squadrons as part of the carrier air wing, but the 
tactical air assets had little to contribute. In 1994 the USS 
Dwight D. Eisenhower (CVN-69) served as a dedicated sea-
base to deploy the 10th Mountain Division and its helicopters 
to Haiti. Both of these are excellent examples of the diverse 
missions that carriers can take on, but neither really helps 
develop new ways of looking at the flattop to counter today’s 
asymmetric and hybrid threats during regular deployments. 

Three recent developments offer an opportunity. First, the 
experimentation by the Marine Corps with the concept of the 
Company Landing Team (CoLT) lends itself well to the 
concept of maritime raiding forces. These units, smaller than 
the traditional MEU’s Battalion Landing Team, offer a way 
for the Marine Corps to deploy purpose-trained and tailored 
units with a smaller footprint. 

Second, the successful combat deployments of the MV-22 
Osprey as well as successful full ARG/MEU integration of the 
airframe have demonstrated the strengths and capabilities of 
the aircraft. Finally, the current size of a carrier air wing 
leaves an opportunity to use the aircraft carrier more 
efficiently, while expanding the capabilities inherent in a 
carrier strike group. Let’s fit the pieces of the puzzle together 
in reverse order. 

CSG Maritime Raid Force 
Today’s Nimitz-class aircraft carriers are not being used 

for maximum efficiency. While the “fighter gap” is not 
projected to hit the Navy for another couple of years, the 
reality is that today’s carrier air wing is smaller than the 
Nimitz class was designed to deploy. The Gerald R. Ford class 
will have even more room. The power of today’s super 
carriers comes from the precision fires that can be delivered 
more than the sheer number of airframes on the flight deck. 
This leaves room available for a few more airframes and a few 
more people, and the potential to increase the capability of the 
modern carrier strike group. 

The greatest strengths of the Osprey are its speed and 
range. The ability to get to targets over 1,000 miles away, 
while maintaining the element of surprise through speed far 
above that of an assault helicopter, can prove decisive when 
used for the right mission. One of the weaknesses identified of 
using the MV-22 in an ARG/MEU is the inability of current 
escort helicopters such as the AH-1 Cobra to keep up with the 
assault force. That isn’t a problem with the dozens of fixed-
wing jet aircraft available from the deck of a carrier. 

Recent interoperability training between Marines and 
Navy MH-60S helicopter detachments on board amphibious 
ships has demonstrated the ability of Navy helicopters to 
deliver Marine assault elements. For short distances, and 
missions that are better suited to assault helicopters than tilt-
rotors, the helicopter sea combat and maritime strike 
squadrons that are part of today’s carrier air wings provide an 
established capability. Operating as a Navy/Marine Corps 
team, smaller assaults for missions to include non-compliant 
or opposed visit, board, search, and seize missions (such as the 
Magellan Star takedown) would be possible from the deck of 
the carrier. 

The Marine Corps is already hard at work on developing 
smaller and more mobile combat units, as demonstrated by the 
exercises for Enhanced Company Operations, and the 
Company Landing Team. A great deal of experimentation has 
already been done, and exercises completed to develop the 
concept. A notional CSG Maritime Raid Force would be 
roughly the size of an embarked squadron, taking up the same 
number of racks and the same amount of space for equipment 
and aircraft. 

Organized as a Marine Air-Ground Task Force in 
miniature, it would be made up of a CoLT, an MV-22 
detachment, and a small logistical element. When not 
conducting raiding operations, the CSG MAGTF could 
provide expanded capabilities for theater security cooperation 
missions by the strike group. The size and shape of each 
element would require development by the Marine Corps 
Warfighting Lab and Navy Warfare Development Command 
and could be tailored for the maritime raiding capability 
desired and the space available. 

Irregular Blue/Green Team 
In The U.S. Navy’s Vision for Confronting Irregular 

Challenges, then-Chief of Naval Operations Admiral Gary 
Roughead called for the Navy to identify and develop the 
doctrine, tactics, and equipment required to face the 
asymmetric challenges of the 21st century. He stated that in 
order to develop our irregular-warfare capability “this effort 
demands changes in our thinking, our force, and its 
preparation.” Developing a CSG Maritime Raiding Force 
certainly challenges the conventional deployment of naval 
forces, but in doing so it would greatly expand the organic 
capability of a carrier strike group. 

In 1800 the USS Constitution was one of the nation’s 
newest warships, and was its largest and most powerful. It was 
built for the traditional naval warfare of squadron 
engagements and ship-versus-ship battles with the heavy guns. 
However, it carried a detachment of United States Marines. 
Because of this the ship and its crew were able to launch a 
successful maritime raid against a non-state enemy to counter 
an asymmetric threat in a third nation’s port. It’s a mission 
that does not sound all that unusual in the 21st century, and 
it’s a capability that we should look toward developing in the 
future just as we have in the past. 

Return to Index 
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42. It’s Hurry Up And Wait For Joint Strike Fighters 
(HILTON HEAD ISLAND PACKET 01 FEB 12) ... Editorial 

Welcome to the supersonic version of the tortoise and the 
hare. 

New delays in development and delivery of the next 
generation of fighter jets has communities all over America 
worried, but still clinging to hope that even as a tortoise the 
Joint Strike Fighter will someday cross the finish line. 

Beaufort County has a big stake in delivery of the most 
expensive weapon system the nation has ever seen. Marine 
Corps Air Station Beaufort is to be home to 88 Joint Strike 
Fighters, called F-35Bs. That assignment will re-up the 
usefulness of the air station, which is crucial to the local 
economy. 

But delays have gotten so serious, the term "chopping 
block" is tossed around and a caucus has formed in Congress 
to protect the program and the 127,000 jobs it promises in 47 
states. 

Even as workers in Beaufort County move mountains of 
dirt and make $352 million in upgrades at the air station to 
accommodate the F-35B squadrons, bad news is mixed with 
good news in Washington. 

The good news is that Secretary of Defense Leon Panetta 
took the Marine Corps version of the Joint Strike Fighter off 
what his predecessor Robert Gates called "probation." But 

Panetta's newly proposed Pentagon budget shows the finish 
line is still moving in the wrong direction. 

"In this budget, we have slowed procurement to complete 
more testing and allow for development changes before 
buying in significant quantities," Panetta said. 

It will take "a couple more years" to get it into full-rate 
production due to the need for more testing and more 
development work, said a deputy to Panetta. 

Adding to the worries, the Pentagon is facing $1 trillion in 
potential cuts. 

U.S. Sen. Lindsey Graham, the South Carolina 
Republican who is a leading voice on defense, says part of the 
problem is that Defense Department design engineers keep 
adding unnecessary bells and whistles to the F-35. 

Sen. John McCain, R-Ariz., said, "We are saddened with 
a program that has little to show for itself after 10 years and 
$56 billion in taxpayer investment." 

Neither senator wants to see the program axed. 
It is the only new-generation fighter jet in the pipeline. 

The average age of current fighting jets is more than 15 years. 
The Joint Strike Fighter will serve three branches of the 
service. Eight foreign partners have invested money and 
placed orders for the plane. For those reasons, we're betting on 
the tortoise and trusting that it will someday be a hare. 

Return to Index 
 

43. What Flows From U.S. Marines in Australia? 
(JAKARTA GLOBE (INDONESIA) 01 FEB 12) ... Geoff Wade 

That U.S. engagement with East Asia has grown in recent 
years is news to none. But as the dust settles following U.S. 
President Barack Obama’s announcement of the imminent 
stationing of U.S. marines in northern Australia, it is perhaps 
time to assess what this development might augur for the 
broader East Asian region in the longer term. 

The new deployment will involve the transfer of at least 
2,500 U.S. marines to northern Australia over the coming five 
years. U.S. naval and air forces will also increase their 
presence, and military exercises will be expanded. Given that 
Darwin is located only 800 kilometers from Indonesia and 
East Timor, reactions within the region have also been intently 
followed since the Nov. 16 announcement. 

China is one of the loudest critics, suggesting that the 
placement of U.S. marines in Darwin “indicated the 
persistence of a ‘Cold War mentality,’” and that this is the 
“starting point for the return of U.S. armed forces to Asia,” 
with the aim of “sowing discord between China and Asean 
[Association of Southeast Asian Nations].” While Indonesian 
Foreign Minister Marty Natalegawa has warned that the action 
could inflame regional relations, Asean members have 
generally produced cautious statements hiding a muted 
satisfaction with the announcement. And unsurprisingly, Japan 
has welcomed the news. 

Within Australia itself, there is vigorous debate on the 
new move. Hugh White, a professor of strategic studies at the 
Australian National University, avers that the deployment 
decision will have deep consequences for 

Australia’s relations with China, and that “in Washington 
and in Beijing, this will be seen as Australia aligning itself 

with an American strategy to contain China.” Clearly, the new 
deployment is responding to Southeast Asian and Western 
concerns about China’s burgeoning military and economic 
power in the region. And when all the euphemisms and 
rhetoric are stripped away, this is great power rivalry for 
influence and allies in maritime Asia. 

The Darwin deployment is only one part of a much larger 
regional strategy, placing U.S. forces far enough from Chinese 
missiles to be comfortable, but still sufficiently near to 
maritime Southeast Asian allies to swiftly engage if necessary. 
The proposed stationing of the U.S. Navy’s newest littoral 
combat ships in Singapore and the growing American naval 
and air force cooperation with Indonesia serve a similar 
function. 

This episode is the beginning of a major addition to U.S.-
led East Asian security architecture, involving the creation of 
a Southeast sector to the “Offshore Asia” security zone. The 
Northeast sector is already well in place, with U.S. bases and 
facilities in mainland Japan, Okinawa, South Korea and Guam 
being equipped with more than 80,000 service personnel and 
some of the world’s most advanced defense hardware. 
Establishing a maritime security umbrella in the Southeast 
sector of “Offshore Asia” (including the maritime Asean 
states, Australia/New Zealand, Papua New Guinea and some 
of the Pacific states) is now key to maintaining a balance of 
power in East Asia, and the U.S.’s stated aim of precluding the 
emergence of a regional hegemon. 

Why create a security shield just for “Offshore Asia” — 
the Asian maritime realm? Yes, maritime routes need to be 
kept open, especially while the South China Sea disputes 
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festers and demands attention. But most importantly, the 
rationale for this new strategy lies in a simple truth: the United 
States and its allies have overwhelming superiority in terms of 
maritime power. The U.S. Pacific Fleet alone comprises 180 
ships, nearly 2,000 aircraft and 125,000 service personnel. If 
the United States is to maintain influence in East Asia it needs 
to provide these countries with some convincing evidence of 
defense capacities, and the “Offshore Asia” security shield, 
utilizing U.S. “Air-Sea Battle” forces, is intended to do 
precisely this. 

What, then, of the mainland Southeast Asian states? 
Asean has been increasingly dividing along the mainland — 
island Southeast Asia fault line over the last decade, and China 
has been progressively drawing unto itself the polities and 
economies of the mainland. This is being done, with the 
assistance of the Asian Development Bank, through the 
creation of a Greater Mekong sub-region linking China and 
mainland Southeast Asia through economic corridors, which 
include Chinese high-speed rail networks linking mainland 
Southeast Asian capitals directly to Yunnan. And despite 
repeating the rhetoric of “Asean centrality” or “Asean as a 
fulcrum for regional architecture,” most parties now at least 
obliquely recognize that the organization is no longer united 
and that policies toward its component parts need to be 
differentiated — a practice that China has long been pursuing. 

The U.S. State Department-sponsored Lower Mekong 
Initiative, intended in some ways to counter this trend, is far 
too little and obviously too late. 

Meanwhile, Darwin, where the first U.S. marines will be 
stationed, provides the United States and its allies with 
unrivalled access to both the South China Sea and the Indian 
Ocean maritime routes. Initial reports also suggest that B-52 
long-range strategic bombers and other U.S. aircraft will be 
stationed at the RAAF Base at Tindal, about 320 kilometers 
southeast of Darwin. 

With Australian population centers and economic 
activities moving closer to Indonesia, and in fact closer to all 
of maritime Southeast Asia, the existing political, economic, 
social and military linkages with these areas will inevitably 
become more intense, strengthening the “Offshore Asia” 
grouping of which they will all be a part. 

The “Offshore Asia” security strategy, of which the 
Darwin deployment is an important element, promises to have 
huge effects on maritime Asia and on East Asian alliances for 
decades, if not centuries, to come. Whether this strategy will 
be a means of preserving peace in East Asia or will eventually 
be seen to constitute a casus belli remains, as they say, to be 
seen. 

Geoff Wade is a historian at the Institute of Southeast 
Asian Studies, Singapore. 
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44. War's Glass Ceiling 
Pentagon moves closer to allowing women to fight 
(BOSTON GLOVE 02 FEB 12) ... Juliette Kayyem 

Over 130 women have died in the wars in Afghanistan 
and Iraq, and yet they were not in combat. This paradox - 
women fight in wars but are not assigned to fighting in wars 
due to the Pentagon's exclusionary policy - is at the center of a 
long-simmering debate that has avoided much of the Lady 
Gaga-ness surrounding repeal of the military's ban on 
homosexuals. But if 2011 was the year of ending the “don't 
ask, don't tell” prohibition, 2012 begins with hints about a 
significant policy transformation regarding women in combat. 

Ladies, get your guns. And grenades. And possibly your 
gut-slitting knives. Military bureaucracy can be slow, and 
conservative, and even unwieldy, but it can't defend the 
paradox too much longer. 

To understand how women can fight, but still not be in 
combat, is all about definition. For decades, the Pentagon has 
been opening up roles for women to serve on combat aircraft, 
ships, and, as of 2010, even submarines. But, the prohibition 
against “direct ground combat,” known as DGC, has never 
changed. 

Pentagon policy uses phrases like “collocation” and 
“primary mission” to help explain the present panoply of rules 
governing women. It can be confusing to most civilians. More 
women are being brought closer to the combat line, without 
violating the DGC rule. The Marine Corps has created, for 
example, Female Engagement Teams to be assigned with, but 
not to, combat Marine Expeditionary Units because of a 
growing recognition that in many countries, male Marines 
ought not to engage civilian women. So, women are there with 
the very forces that are waging combat; they are in combat, 
but not “in combat.” Get it? 

Neither, often, does the military. Defense Department 
definitions prohibit women who are placed “well forward on 
the battlefield”; Army policy omits that phrase and instead 
adds that women will not be assigned to any forces that are 
“repelling the enemy.” 

Even forgiving the paternalism in all these rules, none of 
these definitions makes much sense when applied to modern 
warfare. As the Service Women's Action Network, an 
organization committed to repealing the ban, notes: “Iraq and 
Afghanistan exemplify asymmetric battlegrounds, where the 
potential for engagement in direct ground combat is ever 
present.” 

As the Pentagon faces the harsh realities of budget cuts 
and war, it is reviewing the utilization of all the skills of all its 
troops. Earlier in 2011, the Military Leadership Diversity 
Commission recommended ending the ban, noting that the rule 
creates a structural barrier that prohibits women from tactical 
field experience, which is the traditional route to becoming a 
flag or general officer. Only 24 of the Army's 403 general 
officers (6 percent) are female, for example, though women 
represent roughly 15 percent of the force. 

In response, Congress demanded that the service 
secretaries review all policies regarding female members. That 
report was due on April 15, 2011. The Pentagon asked for an 
extension through October. It missed that deadline, too. 

The delay is not unusual, but reflects the magnitude of the 
potential change ahead. Publicly, senior military and civilian 
leaders are expressing frustration with a policy that adheres to 
notions of physical aptitude or troop cohesion that were used 
to exclude African-Americans and gays in the past. 
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New Army Chief of Staff General Ray Odierno has said 
that initial Pentagon attempts to clarify the policy do not 
represent the “things that our women are doing in combat.” 
According to sources, first drafts held firm to the exclusionary 
policy, but that was before Oriderno had been elevated to his 
role. 

Last week, departing Army Vice Chief of Staff General 
Peter Chiarelli focused on the anachronism of the combat 
exclusion in an interview with the Washington Post. Chiarelli 
clearly wanted his final public statements in uniform to be 
remembered. Simply put: in a “nonlinear battlefield there are 
no safe jobs.” 

Army leadership is important here because the Army is 
the largest combat force. The internal debate at the Pentagon is 
about finding a unified approach without alienating too many 

of the troops. And it is being done in the midst of growing 
concerns about sexual assaults against female soldiers. 

Unlike with the ban on the homosexuals, the female 
combat exclusion is not a statutory prohibition; Defense 
Secretary Leon Panetta can change policy on his own. The 
Marines are said to be reluctant to change the policy, just as 
they were with “don't ask, don't tell.” 

The Pentagon is in its own internal war as it struggles to 
make its policy reflect the reality of warfare. The integration 
of African-Americans into the military is not too grand of an 
analogy for the challenges that the Pentagon will have to 
overcome. After that transformation, the military survived and 
became a model vehicle for blacks to break their proverbial 
glass ceiling. 

The lives of over 130 women suggest that theirs is broken 
already. 
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BBLLOOGGSS::  
45. EXCERPTS FROM BLOGS AROUND THE WORLD 
(PUBLISHED 30 JAN – 02 FEB 12) 

 
Navy Culinary Specialists-Without ‘em the Fleet Don’t 

Eat from Navy Live, January 31 
Gone are the days when Navy cooks just sling hash, serve 

“sh#t on a shingle,” and make Navy bean soup. Today’s 
culinary specialists (CS’s) are highly trained in preparing 
nutritious and delicious meals in sometimes less than ideal 
conditions. Whether it’s grilling on a ship operating in heavy 
seas, baking in a desert tent, sautéing while submerged in a 
submarine or braising at ten thousand feet–Navy CSs are 
deployed around the globe ensuring the men and women of 
America’s Navy operate at peak performance. 

We know this food doesn’t magically appear when our 
Sailors are ready for it. Much planning and detail goes into 
menu preparation and food creation. Today’s CS’s have 
greater culinary instruction than ever before with even more 
advanced training on the way. Recently instruction and 
competition events were held in Norfolk and San Diego to 
help our would-be “Bobby Flays” and “Cat Coras” hone their 
skills and see how they stack-up against their peers. If you 
didn’t know any better you would think the clips below were 
pulled directly from Food Network or Gordon Ramsey’s latest 
show on Fox. 

Norfolk–“Top Chop” Mid-Atlantic Regional Galley 
Competition 

View Clip (RT: 1:25) 
San Diego– 5th annual “Iron Chef” Competition for Navy 

Region Southwest, judged by award winning chef, Sam “The 
Cooking Guy” Zien, of the Discovery Health network’s, “Just 
Cook This!” 

View Clip (RT: 0:43) 
Key Take Aways Regarding Navy Culinary Specialists: 

 More than 7,000 deployed around the globe, feed on 
average more than 92 million wholesome and 
nutritious top quality meals per year, ensuring our 
fighting forces are operating at peak performance to 
respond to threats worldwide. 

 Nothing impacts Sailors on a day-to-day basis more 
than the great food our CSs prepare for them-these 
top quality meals directly contribute to Sailor quality 
of life and morale. 

Today’s CSs have greater culinary instruction than ever 
before-with even more advanced training on the way. Our 
Sailors, both afloat and ashore can look forward to healthier 
and better tasting meals in the near future. 

 
Cutting Your Teeth On Life: Dental Care Onboard 

USS Abraham Lincoln from Navy Live, February 1 
USS Abraham Lincoln is conducting maritime security 

operations as part of U.S. 5th Fleet — this means keeping sea 
lanes safe, and goods moving across the oceans. While we do 
hear about major news events involving the strike group, for 
Lincoln’s Sailors it is business as usual as they perform their 
daily tasks around the ship. It’s really a small city at sea, 
where you find people delivering mail, cutting hair, preparing 
meals and in the case of one small group of Sailors keeping 
the smiles of Lincoln Sailors bright. Among them is Hospital 
Corpsman First Class Laura Blanco, who’s specializes as a 
Field Service Dental Technician. 

“I have always been interested in the medical field. This 
job has set me up really well with a license that if I got out of 
the Navy right now I know that I would be fine.” 

Laura is from Los Angeles, and she has had the 
opportunity to gain skills in the field of dentistry while in the 
Navy, and she finds other special benefits of working in this 
profession. 

“What I enjoy mostly about my job is making sure my 
patients’ health is taken care of. It’s always a joy to see a 
patient when they first start off, when they aren’t doing so 
well with their flossing and their overall health, and then 
seeing them again in six months and actually noticing the 
difference in their tissue. They are way more interested in their 
health; it’s a big impact to me because I know that I made a 
difference in their life and in their health.” 

And while she is making an impact in the lives of others, 
she also takes the time to make an impact in her own life. 
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“It’s important to continue my personal education because 
having a degree will actually give me a greater opportunity if I 
ever decide to pursue a career outside the military. It sets the 
example for my junior Sailors as well, it gives them something 
to look up to or follow.” 

With her studying, she sets a good example to the junior 
Sailors on the ship. An example that lasts a lifetime. 

“I like to lead my Sailors by example and I try to mentor 
them by talking to them and getting to know them. I think to 
me, that is the most important thing: knowing who your 
Sailors are and how to approach and interact with each and 
every one of them.” 

Laura’s life isn’t all work and no play, though. She has 
found ways to pursue one of her life-long hobbies. 

“I love doing hair in my free time, it’s very relaxing. In 
my past I would do a lot of hair, even when I was young and 
playing with dolls.” 

And at the end of the day, when she needs to get away 
from the office, there are still places she can go, even in the 
middle of the ocean. 

“Going out on the fantail is like a retreat from dental. 
When I am having a hard day, I go out and feel the breeze and 
sunlight and look out into the ocean. It is a sense of relaxation 
where you kind of forget about your problems for a minute.” 

It is during this time, watching the reflections of light off 
the waves, that Laura has the opportunity to reflect on how the 
Navy has helped her cut her teeth on life over the last dozen 
years. 

Laura Blanco is very passionate about her Sailors’ 
professional accomplishments and the Navy as a whole. She is 
married, has two boys, and is the proud owner of a Great 
Dane. She believes that everyone is different and they have 
something to bring to the table. If she could give something 
back to the world, it would be understanding. As a leader, she 
believes we need to take the time to understand and know our 
people, taking into account their individuality. This will help 
us understand where they are coming from and assist us 
through the process of mentoring. 

 
 
We Should All Live So Long — And Well by Bill 

McMichael from The Scoop Deck (Navy Times), January 
31 

Reaching 100 years of age is remarkable enough. But the 
Navy made it extra special for a former Navy Seabee Dec. 2. 

Retired Capt. James R. Mims, the nation’s oldest living 
Seabee, was made an honorary member of Amphibious 
Construction Battalion 2 by the unit’s top Sailor, Command 
Master Chief (SCW) Johnny DeSarro, during Mims’ 100th 
birthday party, held at the Oaks Country Club in Richmond, 
Va.. Mims also received a U.S. flag flown over the Capitol 
building, a birthday greeting from President Obama and a very 
cool commemorative paddle. 

Mims has experienced some remarkable moments in his 
life. In DeSarro’s words, Mims “served at Okinawa during 
World War II, swore in the first 25 frogmen, known today as 
Navy SEALs, and met and spoke with Adm. Ben Moreell” — 
the father of the Seabees. 

DeSarro wanted to hear more about all that, so he 
returned to Richmond Dec. 19 to meet Mims at his hangout — 
a local restaurant called Joe’s Inn, where Mims goes every 

Friday for a meeting of the Bon Air Rotary Club — where he 
has a 56-year perfect attendance record. 

Naval Surface Force Atlantic released the Mims story on 
the day after the start of Bold Alligator, the largest Navy-
Marine Corps amphibious exercise in a decade. The timing 
was splendid because Mims had some stories to tell about one 
of the biggest amphibious assaults in history. 

Mims was a Civil Engineer Corps cargo officer during 
that mission and his task that day was to rendezvous with the 
main Seabee camp, according to the story, by SURFLANT 
Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class (SW/AW) Jonathan 
Pankau. 

“We rode on a (Landing Ship Tank) from Saipan to 
Okinawa in 1945 on an Easter Sunday morning,” Mims told 
Pankau. “There were 1,400 ships in that operation and we had 
some Marines in an Army DUKW (a six-wheel-drive 
amphibious truck used for transporting goods and troops over 
land and water and for use approaching and crossing beaches 
in amphibious attacks) heading for the east side of the island,” 
said Mims. 

Their mission was to trick the enemy by drawing fire to 
their location on the eastern coast of Okinawa and to delay 
Japanese reserve troops, according to Pankau. The main 
landing force assaulted the beach on the western coast that 
Easter Sunday, supported by the 2nd Marine Battalion’s 
effective decoy tactics. 

“About halfway to the shore we started drawing fire so 
the LST driver turned around to lay down a smoke screen,” 
Mims told Pankau. “We repeated this several times to draw 
the fire away from the west. The Army guy driving the LST 
wouldn’t go all the way to the beach so we had to jump out 
and wade through the water while the enemy was laying down 
strafing fire by us.” 

Exhaustion set in after two days of combat without sleep 
and Mims found an abandoned fox hole to take shelter in. As 
he looked up from his fox hole, a formation of Japanese 
fighter planes passed overhead. 

“I don’t know whether they were kamikazes or what but 
they flew so low I could see the first pilot’s face. I’ll never 
forget the smile on his face,” Mims told Pankau. 

Earlier, Mims had a brush with another seminal moment 
in naval history: The forming of the Navy SEALs. 

Today’s SEALs trace their lineage to a group of 
volunteers selected from the Seabees in the spring of 1943, 
according to Naval Special Warfare Command. Mims was the 
enlisting officer for the first 25 frogmen, according to the 
story. 

“I was at Camp Perry at the time and a lieutenant said to 
me ‘I want you to go out there and swear in those frogmen.’ 
And so, as a junior lieutenant, I went out there and swore them 
in and then I said, ‘What’s a frogman?’ Turns out they were 
the beginning of the SEALs.” 

Mims had no idea that he swore in the original 25 
frogmen until he saw a familiar name in an obituary in the 
Richmond paper naming one of the first frogmen. He later saw 
them in action and described the night operation he witnessed, 
where the frogmen pulled onto the beach in rubber rafts. They 
performed reconnaissance missions and set up targets for 
bombing and troop placements. Mims laughed, Pankau wrote, 
as he recalled the sign they left up for the Marines that said, 
“What kept you?” 



 36

DeSarro said that making a Mims an honorary member of 
the unit was special. 

“We (Seabees) are fiercely proud of our heritage and we 
are very protective of anything that ties us to our history,” 
DeSarro said. “Making the paddle for him ties us back, in a 
big way, to our legacy and our heritage. 

“Everything we do as Seabees, we do to live up to the 
expectations of our predecessors,” he said. “We bear the 
burden of carrying on the Seabee tradition that men like Capt. 
Mims laid out before us.” 

 
Biting Off More Than You Can Chew by Derek 

Nelson from Navy Live, January 30 
This blog post comes from Derek Nelson from the Naval 

Safety Center who asks – and answers – the question, “is it 
better to know more than you’ve forgotten?” This “safety 
guy” gives a serious subject. 

I’ve gotten lots of mileage out of two closely-related 
quotations through the years, and scarcely a week goes by that 
I don’t gather new evidence as to their basic truth. 

The first is from Clint Eastwood’s movie-cop “Dirty 
Harry” Callahan: “A man’s got to know his limitations.” The 
second is from 18th-century English poet Alexander Pope, 
who wrote, “A little learning is a dangerous thing.” 

When you are unfamiliar with an activity — you’ve never 
ridden an ATV or gone rock climbing, for example — you 
realize that you’re clueless and (one would hope) act 
accordingly. But after you’ve been doing something 
successfully for a while, it can be hard to tell how many more 
skills you need to acquire. Do you know 10 percent of what 
you need to know, or 90 percent? And where would you like 
to discover the fact that you’re on the low end of the 
knowledge scale? I’ll bet that it isn’t when you’re heading into 
a 35-mph curve on your new motorcycle at 50 mph. 
Incidentally, believe it or not, there is gravel on roads 
sometimes, another fact you don’t want to simultaneously 
discover. 

Granted, most of us would rather brag about how great we 
are. But if you don’t follow Dirty Harry’s advice, activities 
that start out as fun and exciting end up in painful and 
expensive trips to the ER. You run the risk of self-inflicting 
some other limitations, such as how well your arms and legs 
work. You may be living with those self-inflicted results for a 
surprisingly long time, and you probably won’t be doing much 
mountain biking or wake surfing while you heal. 

Two social psychologists at a university did a study 
involving a number of tests. They asked participants to 
estimate how well they would perform before they took each 
test. The result: The participants who rated themselves highest 
did worst. And the reverse was true: People who scored high 
tended to underestimate their skills. When the people who had 
overrated themselves got some training, they became less sure 
of themselves. They had gained a notion of how much more 
there was to learn. 

I’m often surprised (and skeptical) at how much alleged 
“experience” the people in mishap reports claim to have had at 
the time they did the bone-headed stunt that landed them in the 
report. Here’s what doesn’t count as “experience”: bad habits, 
risky behaviors, and doing something wrong repeatedly. Some 
people, over the course of a decade, get 10 years of 
experience; others get one year, repeated 10 times. 

Perusing a special “complacency” issue of Approach 
magazine, I found a terrific one-liner about the cause of 
aircraft mishaps: “Usually it is because someone does too 
much too soon, followed very quickly by too little too late.” If 
that doesn’t describe most of the motorcycle wrecks I’ve read 
about lately, I don’t know what does: too much acceleration, 
and too little learning the limitations of the bike’s brakes and 
the rider’s own skills. 

Same goes for a lot of what mishap reports refer to as 
“inadvertent actuations,” which is the weakest possible way to 
describe the noise and damage that result when someone fires 
a weapon by mistake and the round tears a hole in the nearest 
wall, ceiling, or body part. These mishaps are invariably the 
result of not following the simple rules of weapons handling, 
getting way too comfortable with a weapon, and/or not getting 
enough training (or, more likely, not paying attention to the 
training someone was trying to give you). They may be highly 
experienced and have no shortage of learning, but they still 
underestimate the powers of complacency and distraction. 

The basic rules of handling weapons aren’t that hard to 
follow. And if there is one place where you have to know your 
limitations, it’s when your index finger is near a trigger. 

As with any other exciting and non-mandatory activity 
involving such things as cliffs, whitewater rapids, snow-
covered mountains, noisy engines and adrenaline, the point 
isn’t to avoid the activity. The point is to do it in a way that 
ensures you will be able to keep doing it for as long as you 
please, thereby compiling all sorts of cool memories and 
priceless experiences. And the way you do that is by getting 
smart, not by winging it. You overcome limitations not by 
ignoring them but by acknowledging them. 

Granted, this means starting at something less than 
whatever is the equivalent of turning the volume knob up to 
10. So be it. Everybody is in too much of a hurry these days, 
anyway. 

View Clip (RT: 1:00) 
 
To Boldly Go… A Tricorder For The Navy? From 

Navy Live, February 1 
‘Star Trek‘ movies and TV series spelled big business for 

Paramount Pictures. Trekkers-and we all know (or are) one-
can rattle off dozens of fictional devices straight from the 
scenes of the sci-fi powerhouse. 

But did the movie reel influence a real-life medical 
device? 

We’re not writing this off to the old adage that “life 
imitates art,” but, it’s pretty hard to dismiss the uncanny 
functional similarities between Star Trek’s tricorder and the 
Infrascanner, a device sponsored by the Office of Naval 
Research (ONR) and approved by the FDA December 2011. 
Both hand-held devices scanned for varying degrees of injury. 

The Infrascanner uses near-infrared technology to 
penetrate the skull and locate bleeding in the brain, according 
to ONR officials. (Hollywood hasn’t divulged the inner 
workings of the tricorder just yet.) 

“Naval warfighters, on ship or land, may be a great 
distance away from any definitive medical care,” said Dr. 
Michael Given, ONR’s program manager for expeditionary 
medicine, combat casualty care. “So something like this could 
be very useful, almost essential.” 
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Current medical imaging machines, like x-rays or MRIs, 
are too big and heavy for all but the largest ships like aircraft 
carriers — so you can understand why they don’t work for 
expeditionary forces in remote locations. 

So, while ONR may be focused on equipping ships and 
personnel with advanced medical technology for actual 
practice, it may have just set the bar for future explorers “to 
boldly go where no man has gone before.“ 

View Clip (RT: 2:43) 
 
Strengthening the U.S.–Philippines Security Alliance: 

More Visits, More Exercises by Robert Warshaw from 
The Foundry (Heritage Foundation), January 31 

According to press reports, the Philippines and the United 
States are exploring ways to expand U.S. military presence in 
the region, including increasing Navy port visits, increasing 
the size and frequency of military exercises, rotating maritime 
patrol aircraft, and possibly even rotating U.S. soldiers 
through Philippine military facilities. 

Philippine defense and foreign ministry officials met with 
their U.S. counterparts last week for the second Bilateral 
Strategic Dialogue to discuss various options, as they 
reaffirmed their commitment to the Manila Deliration in a 
joint statement. Secretary of State Hillary Clinton and Defense 
Secretary Leon Panetta are now scheduled to meet with their 
Philippine counterparts in March to elevate the dialogue. 

This is certainly very welcome news. Heritage analysts 
have been pushing for the same measures and an increased 
commitment to the Philippines for some time now. Through 
myriad papers and events, Heritage has consistently reminded 
Washington that the U.S.–Philippines alliance remains 
extremely relevant in today’s environment and that the U.S. is 
treaty obligated to support the Philippines amidst the ongoing 
challenges presented by China’s rise and its increased 
belligerence, especially in the South China Sea. 

The archipelagic Philippines, the oldest of America’s five 
treaty allies in Asia, has sought increased U.S. aid as it shifts 
its defense priorities toward maritime security and territorial 
protection, primarily against Chinese incursion. Since early 
2011, Chinese vessels and aircraft have buzzed, rammed, and 
harassed ships within Philippine territorial waters on several 
occasions as China has tried to assert its dominance over the 
entire South China Sea. 

The Obama Administration has, to its credit, stepped up 
to the plate in response. Standing atop the deck of an 
American destroyer in Manila Bay, Secretary Clinton asserted 
that “the United States will always be in the corner of the 
Philippines.” The U.S. has provided the Philippine navy with 
its most modern vessel, a versatile former Coast Guard cutter; 
has committed to a second last November, and is considering 
providing as many as two more. 

The U.S. maintains some 600 special forces trainers in 
Mindanao to help the Philippines’ combat Abu Sayyaf, an al-
Qaeda-affiliated terrorist group. The two sides participated in 
their 28th annual Amphibious Landing Exercise last October 

and have planned joint exercises in Chinese-claimed waters 
for mid-March. 

Unfortunately, the Administration’s defense cuts 
complicate its ability to fulfill its commitments to the peace 
and security of the region. The Administration should revisit 
the decisions made in the Pentagon’s new budget with an eye 
toward fully funding the capabilities that underlie America’s 
predominant security role in the Asia-Pacific and, ultimately, 
the security of the Philippines and our many allies and 
partners. 

For its part, the Philippine government should assuage 
any domestic concern over the U.S.–Philippines military 
relationship through a broad public outreach program about 
the importance of the U.S.–Philippines Mutual Defense 
Treaty, educating its citizens that no one is advocating 
permanent U.S. bases or a full-scale military return to Clark 
Air Base and Subic Bay—that chapter has closed. Rather, the 
two sides should look to the new rotation of U.S. Marines 
through Darwin, Australia, as an example of how increased 
cooperation would be on a “places, not bases” system pursuant 
to the Visiting Forces Agreement. 

Moreover, the U.S. should follow up on its commitments 
in these discussions. Beyond emphasizing freedom of 
navigation in the South China Sea, through which roughly 
$1.2 trillion of U.S. trade passes annually, the U.S. should 
explore lend-lease programs and boost excess defense article 
transfers. The U.S. is in ongoing discussions with the 
Philippines about its modest equipment requests—patrol 
boats, radars, surveillance planes, etc. The Philippines, 
however, have an interest in acquiring F-16s and a larger 
warship as well. The U.S. should make these available and 
work with the Filipinos to ensure the manpower and training 
necessary to operate them. 

Finally, China should understand that a stronger U.S.–
Philippines alliance greatly enhances regional stability, which 
is in China’s interest. Through its alliance system, the U.S. 
guaranteed the stable environment that allowed China’s 
economic growth. Likewise, a stronger U.S. presence in the 
region would help prevent miscalculation, promote regional 
cooperation, and protect vital Sea Lanes of Communication 
for all parties, guaranteeing more unfettered economic growth. 

This is certainly not a “Cold War mentality.” Chinese 
threats of “making the Philippines pay” in Global Times op-
eds are completely unwarranted and damaging to the peaceful 
development of the region. 

With Philippine President Benigno Aquino planning a 
state visit to the U.S. in May or June, the U.S. and the 
Philippines should strive to have some new military-to-
military initiatives ready for Aquino and President Obama to 
announce during his visit. That would go a long way toward 
reiterating U.S. commitment to our oldest ally in Asia. It 
would be a fitting way to cap two years of rapidly converging 
interests in closer relations. 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Detachment Participates In Bold Alligator Aboard Lejeune 
(JACKSONVILLE (NC) DAILY NEWS 02 FEB 12) ... Hope Hodge 

While thousands of U.S. and Coalition troops will be sailing off the coast of Camp Lejeune during the next two weeks for the 
amphibious exercise Bold Alligator, a smaller detachment will be participating from directly aboard the base. 

 
2. DOD Begins Prorating Imminent Danger Pay 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 02 FEB 12) ... Jim Garamone 

WASHINGTON -- Service members now will receive imminent danger pay only for days they actually spend in hazardous areas, 
Pentagon officials said here today. 

 
3. MCPON Visits Sailors Aboard Constitution 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 02 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Thomas L. Rosprim, Office of the Master Chief 
Petty Officer of the Navy 

CHARLESTOWN, Mass. -- Master Chief Petty Officer of the Navy (MCPON) spoke to Sailors stationed aboard USS 
Constitution Jan. 31, as they prepare for War of 1812 Bicentennial celebrations this year. 

 
4. Navy Unveils Plan For 16 Littorals In San Diego 
Additional ships mean 1,700 more Sailors 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 02 FEB 12) ... Jeanette Steele 

The Navy plans to assign as many as 16 of its new littoral ship class to San Diego, up from the dozen reported last year. 
 

5. Transition Benefits: NPC Officials To Discuss Post-ERB Matters At Florida Bases 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 02 FEB 12) ... Navy Personnel Command Public Affairs 

MILLINGTON, Tenn. -- Representatives from Navy Personnel Command's fleet engagement team will meet with Sailors, 
families and leadership in Florida to discuss post-Enlisted Retention Board (ERB) matters and transition benefits, officials said Feb. 2. 

 

CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
6. Assault Craft Unit 4 Plays Key Role In Bold Alligator 2012 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 03 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Corbin Shea, USS Kearsarge Public Affairs 

ABOARD USS KEARSARGE, Atlantic Ocean -- Exercise Bold Alligator 2012 is in full swing and Sailors from Assault Craft 
Unit (ACU) 4 are playing a vital role in getting Marines and their equipment where they need to be. 

 
7. Amphibious Construction Battalion 2 Supports Bold Alligator Water, Fuel Needs 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 02 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Jonathan Pankau, Amphibious Construction 
Battalion 2 Public Affairs 

VIRGINIA BEACH, Va. -- Amphibious Construction Battalion 2 (PHIBCB 2) deployed Jan. 31 to support Exercise Bold 
Alligator units with vital water and fuel transfers. 

 
8. U.S. Military Back In Thailand For Flood Relief Efforts 
(STARS AND STRIPES 03 FEB 12) ... Matthew M. Burke 

SASEBO NAVAL BASE, Japan -- Following a brief respite, the U.S. military has returned to Thailand to continue flood relief 
efforts. 
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9. Former First Lady Marks Command Change 
(HONOLULU STAR-ADVERTIERS 02 FEB 12) ... William Cole 

Former first lady Laura Bush, the “sponsor” of the submarine USS Texas, was at Pearl Harbor Wednesday to congratulate the 
sub’s captain, Cmdr. Robert Roncska — better known to President George W. Bush as “Navy Bob” — for a job well done as Roncska 
moves on to a new position. 

 
10. War Experience Boosts Spec Ops' Hostage Rescues 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 02 FEB 12) ... Jason Straziuso 

NAIROBI, Kenya - Roy Hallums was enduring his 311th day of captivity, blindfolded, his hands and feet bound, stuffed into a 
hole under the floor of a farm building outside Baghdad. He heard a commotion upstairs and managed to get the blindfold off. Delta 
Force troops broke open the hatch. An American soldier jumped down. 

 
11. USS Shoup Returns To Everett After Overhaul Work 
(EVERETT (WA) HERALD 02 FEB 12) 

EVERETT -- The USS Shoup arrived home in Everett at dusk Thursday following a seven-month dry-dock overhaul at a Seattle 
shipyard. 

 
12. Navy Engineers Develop New Smart Magazines For The DOD Lock Program 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 02 FEB 12) ... Darrell E. Waller, NAVFAC ESC Public Affairs 

PORT HUENEME, Calif. -- The Department of Defense's (DOD) Lock Program is conducting tests this week to improve the 
physical security of explosives magazines in use throughout the Navy and other armed forces. 

 

GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
13. Israel: Iran Must Be Stopped Soon 
Warning against nuclear program; Western leaders fear consequences of airstrike 
(WASHINGTON POST 03 FEB 12) ... Joel Greenberg and Joby Warrick 

JERUSALEM — Israeli leaders on Thursday delivered one of the bluntest warnings to date of possible airstrikes against Iranian 
nuclear sites, adding to the anxiety in Western capitals that a surprise attack by Israel could spark a broader military conflict in the 
Middle East. 

 
14. U.S. Fears Iran's Links To Al Qaeda 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 03 FEB 12) ... Siobhan Gorman 

WASHINGTON—U.S. officials say they believe Iran recently gave new freedoms to as many as five top al Qaeda operatives 
who have been under house arrest, including the option to leave the country, and may have provided some material aid to the terrorist 
group. 

 
15. Philippines Turns Toward U.S. As Concerns Grow Over China's Intentions 
China, citing historical discoveries, says that the entire South China Sea should be its own exclusive 
economic zone. The Philippines, however, shares a long border with the sea and sees some of it as its own. 
So does Vietnam, and other regional countries. That's got some a little nervous. 
(PUBLIC RADIO INTERNATIONAL 02 FEB 12) ... Mary Kay Magistad 

China’s got a big appetite for energy, and it's expected to double over the next quarter-century. 
 

16. Old Weapons, New Threats Fuel India Military Rise 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 02 FEB 12) ... Giles Hewitt 

NEW DELHI — India’s planned purchase of 126 fighters from France’s Dassault marks the latest stage in a huge military 
procurement cycle that has turned the world’s largest democracy into its biggest arms importer. 

 
17. Russia To Build 6 Submarines Annually – Deputy PM 
(RIA NOVOSTI 02 FEB 12) 

SEVERODVINSK - Russia will start producing six submarines and one aircraft carrier annually starting in 2013, Deputy Prime 
Minister Dmitry Rogozin said on Thursday. 

 
18. Britain Vows To Step Up Fight Against Somali Terrorism, Piracy 
(VOICE OF AMERICA 02 FEB 12) ... Mohammed Yusuf 

In a visit to Somalia's capital of Mogadishu Thursday, British Foreign Secretary William Hague promised to step up the fight 
against terrorism and piracy. Hague is the first British foreign secretary to visit the war-ravaged city in two decades. 
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19. NATO To Base Missile-Shield Command In Germany 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 02 FEB 12) 

BRUSSELS — NATO will locate the command center for its U.S.-.led missile shield at the alliance air base in Ramstein, 
Germany, a diplomat told AFP on Feb. 2. 

 

PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
20. USFF Requests Volunteers For Afloat Forward Staging Base 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 02 FEB 12) ... U.S. Fleet Forces Public Affairs 

NORFOLK -- U.S. Fleet Forces Command (USFF) beagn requesting volunteers from USFF activities to man the soon-to-be 
redesignated USS Ponce (LPD 15) for operations in the U.S. Central Command (USCENTCOM) Area of Responsibility (AOR), Feb. 
2. 

 
21. Tuskegee Airman Son, Navy Captain Speaks At NSWC PCD Black History Month Ceremony 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 02 FEB 12) ... Jacqui L. Barker, Naval Surface Warfare Center Panama City Division Public Affairs 

PANAMA CITY, Fla. -- The son of a Tuskegee Airman and commanding officer of Naval Surface Warfare Center Port Hueneme 
Division (NSWC PHD) served as the Naval Surface Warfare Center Panama City Division (NSWC PCD) Black History Month 
keynote speaker Feb. 1. 

 
22. NMCB 74 Project: Great For Naval Air Station, Better For Training Seabees 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 02 FEB 12) ... Chief Mass Communication Specialist Scott B. Boyle, 25th Naval Construction Regiment 
Public Affairs 

CORPUS CHRISTI, Texas -- Training to be a Seabee requires more than studying manuals or sitting in a classroom. To excel in 
all aspects of construction, today's Seabees need real world, hands-on experience. The Construction Training Exercise (CTX) is 
designed for that very purpose. 

 
23. Naval Academy Seniors To Choose Ships 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 02 FEB 12) 

ANNAPOLIS, Md. — It’s a big night for some seniors at the U.S. Naval Academy. 
 

24. Navy Tax Centers Open For Tax Preparation 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 02 FEB 12) ... Dania Bardavid, Office of the Judge Advocate General Public Affairs 

WASHINGTON -- More than 100 Navy Tax Assistance Centers around the world are now open for business, ready to assist 
Sailors and their family members with their taxes. 

 
25. NAVFAC Announces 2012 Engineers Of The Year 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 02 FEB 12) ... Don Rochon, Naval Facilities Engineering Command Public Affairs 

WASHINGTON -- Commander, Naval Facilities Engineering Command announced the 2012 NAVFAC military and civilian 
Engineers of the Year award recipients Feb. 2. 

 
26. NAVFAC Pacific Announces 2012 Federal Engineer Of The Year 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 02 FEB 12) ... Krista K. Catian, Naval Facilities Engineering Command Public Affairs 

PEARL HARBOR -- Naval Facilities Engineering Command (NAVFAC) Pacific Commander Rear Admiral Kate Gregory 
presented Clint Hashiba with the 2012 Federal Engineer of the Year award Feb. 1 at NAVFAC Pacific headquarters. 

 
27. Dahlgren Training Center Announces Its Civilian Of The Year 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 02 FEB 12) ... Kimberly M. Lansdale, Center for Surface Combat Systems 

DAHLGREN, Va. -- The Center for Surface Combat System's (CSCS) Aegis Training and Readiness Center (ATRC) announced 
it top civilian employee Feb. 2. 

 
28. Navy Discharges 8 Sailors Over Possible Hazing Incident 
Discharged Sailor Claims Alleged Hazing Was 'Roughhousing' 
(KGTV ABC SAN DIEGO 02 FEB 12) ... John Carroll 

SAN DIEGO -- U.S. Navy officials discharged eight Sailors from the USS Bonhomme Richard for an alleged incident of hazing 
and assault. 
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29. It Pays To Retire As Military's Top Brass 
Some can make more in pensions than pay 
(USA TODAY 03 FEB 12) ... Tom Vanden Brook 

A change in federal law to keep experienced officers in uniform allows top generals and admirals to make more in retirement than 
they did on active duty, Pentagon and congressional records show. 

 

FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
30. U.S. Navy Still Sees Savings On Its Version Of Northrop Drone 
(REUTERS 03 FEB 12) ... Andrea Shalal-Esa 

WASHINGTON - The U.S. Navy still hopes to find cost savings on its version of Northrop Grumman Corp's unmanned Global 
Hawk spy plane, despite concerns that the Pentagon's decision to scrap the Air Force model will eliminate promised economies of 
scale. 

 
31. Navy's Newest Tactical Satellite Nearing Launch 
(DEFENSE DAILY 03 FEB 12) 

The first of the Navy's next generation of narrowband tactical satellites is set for launch later this month, with the entire 
constellation on course for operations within four years. 

 
32. Navy's 5th Fleet Receives Torpedo Upgrade 
(DEFENSE DAILY 03 FEB 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

The Navy's 5th Fleet has received software upgrades to the Mk 54 lightweight torpedoes under an urgent need to address a 
potential capability gap. 

 

BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
33. Lawmakers Say Mayport Move Not Fiscally Prudent 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 03 FEB 12) ... Bill Bartel 

NORFOLK -Now that Defense Secretary Leon Panetta has proposed a new defense strategy that involves reducing military 
spending, Hampton Roads' four congressmen want him to abandon plans to move a Norfolk-based aircraft carrier to Mayport, Fla. 

 
34. Joint Chiefs Chairman Pushes BRAC 
(GOVERNMENT EXECUTIVE 2 FEB 12) ... Caitlin Fairchild 

Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Martin Dempsey warned that if Congress fails to grant him the ability to balance Defense 
Department cuts worse problems could result, the American Forces Press Service reported Thursday. 

 
35. U.S. Gives Green Light To Offshore Wind Farms 
No major impact found in plans for turbines off Mid-Atlantic coast 
(BALTIMORE SUN 02 FEB 12) ... Timothy B. Wheeler 

Lighting Maryland homes with power from giant turbines off Ocean City moved closer to reality Thursday as federal officials 
announced they are ready to go forward with leasing vast areas along the Mid-Atlantic coast for wind farms. 

 
36. Obama Said To Curtail $21 Billion Plan To Expand Military Presence In Guam 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 02 FEB 12) ... Roxana Tiron and Gopal Ratnam 

President Barack Obama plans to curtail a plan costing as much as $21.1 billion to expand the U.S. military’s presence in Guam 
and instead will rotate some of the Marines through the Asia-Pacific region, people familiar with the matter said. 

 
37. Senator Guthertz Remains Optimistic We'll See A "Good Sized Buildup" 
(PACIFIC NEWS CENTER (GUAM) 02 FEB 12) ... Clynt Ridgell 

GUAM  The Legislature's Military Buildup Chair, Senator Judi Guthertz, couldn't confirm the Kyodo report that only 5-thousand, 
and not 8-thousand Marines would be coming to Guam. 

 
38. STARBASE-Atlantis Patuxent River Launches 2.0 Mentoring Program 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 02 FEB 12) ... Ed Barker, Naval Education and Training Command Public Affairs 

PATUXENT RIVER, Md. -- The Naval Education and Training Command announced Feb. 2, the STARBASE-Atlantis academy 
aboard Naval Air Station (NAS) Patuxent River has launched the Department of Defense (DOD) STARBASE 2.0 mentoring program 
with 24 students from Spring Ridge Middle School in Lexington Park, Md. 
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39. Navy Announces CSADD Chapters Of The Year 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 02 FEB 12) ... Chief of Naval Personnel Public Affairs 

WASHINGTON -- The Coalition of Sailors Against Destructive Decisions (CSADD) Sea and Shore chapters of the year were 
announced by the Chief of Naval Personnel Jan. 27, in NAVADMIN 038/12. 

 
40. Andrew Bynum Endorses The Safety Record Of The U.S. Navy 
(ESPN 02 FEB 12) ... Kamenetzky Brothers 

This year, Andrew Bynum will participate in his first All-Star Game, having won the balloting among Western Conference 
centers and the accompanying starting gig in a landslide. By definition, this means he'll be watching the game this year. 

 

NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
41. Assessing America’s Military Future 
The Diplomat's Assistant Editor Harry Kazianis speaks with U.S. Congressman James Langevin (D-RI) 
about the U.S. “pivot” to the Pacific, defense restructuring and emerging national security threats. 
(THE DIPLOMAT 02 FEB 12) ... Harry Kazianis 

The United States appears to be shifting its focus from counter-insurgency efforts towards a stronger role in the Asia-Pacific. Is 
this the right move, and if so what rewards and challenges await the United States? 

 
42. GOP Senators: Save Defense, Scale Back Federal Workforce 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 02 FEB 12) ... Nathan Hodge and Naftali Bendavid 

Defense – and how much to cut it – is shaping up as an important campaign issue. But a group of GOP senators Thursday said 
they would try to put the brakes on the so-called sequestration cuts that would trim military spending by an additional half a trillion 
dollars over the next decade. 

 
43. U.S. Lawmaker: Hold Commanders Responsible For Budget 
(DEFENSE NEWS 02 FEB 12) ... Rick Maze 

A key member of the House Armed Services Committee wants military commanders “held responsible” for keeping spending in 
check. 

 
44. Lawmakers Press For Answers On Hazing In Military 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 02 FEB 12) ... Donna Cassata 

WASHINGTON — The plea for congressional hearings on the military's efforts to prevent hazing was highly personal for one 
lawmaker. 

 
45. Obama Details Veterans Job Corps 
$1 billion program would focus on conservation 
(WASHINGTON POST 03 FEB 12) ... Steve Vogel 

President Obama will announce details Friday for a $1 billion Veterans Job Corps that the White House says will put up to 20,000 
veterans to work over the next five years on projects to preserve and restore national parks and other federal, state and local lands. 

 
46. Experts: Young Vets Unemployment Could Reach 50% 
(NAVY TIMES 02 FEB 12) ... Rick Maze 

The unemployment rate for young combat veterans — especially National Guard and reserve members — could reach 50 percent 
in the next two years, warns a veterans employment expert. 

 
47. TRICARE For Retirees Targeted As Defense Budgets Fall 
(STARS AND STRIPES 02 FEB 12) ... Tom Phillpott 

As defense budgets grew over the past decade, Congress shrugged off complaints of runaway military health costs and blocked 
every proposal from the Bush administration to raise TRICARE fees sharply on retirees. 

 
48. WRNMMC Uses New, Brain-Controlled Prosthetic Arm 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 02 FEB 12) ... Sarah Fortney, Walter Reed National Military Medical Center Public Affairs 

Bethesda, Md. -- A new prosthetic arm - operated by an individual's thoughts - was used by wounded warriors at the Walter Reed 
National Military Medical Center (WRNMMC) for the first time Jan. 24. 
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49. USO Promotes Healing Of ‘Invisible Wounds’ 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 01 FEB 12) ... Army Sgt. 1st Class Tyrone C. Marshall Jr. 

WASHINGTON – The USO has adapted to the needs of service members and their families throughout its 71-year history and 
continues to serve America’s troops as it works to educate others about the invisible wounds of war, a senior executive of the 
organization said. 

 

OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
50. Powering Down 
A decline in U.S. military might could upend the world order 
(WASHINGTON POST 03 FEB 12) ... Robert Kagan 

These days “soft” power and “smart” power are in vogue (who wants to make the case for “dumb” power?) while American 
“hard” power is on the chopping block. This is, in part, a symbolic sacrifice to the fiscal crisis — even though the looming defense 
cuts are a drop in the bucket compared with the ballooning entitlement spending that is not being cut. And partly this is the Obama 
administration’s election-year strategy of playing to a presumably war-weary nation. 

 
51. The Devil In The Deep Blue Detail 
Fiendishly complex disputes in the South China Sea dangerously simplified 
(THE ECONOMIST 04 FEB 12) 

The South China Sea and its myriad disputes have spawned academic analysis on an industrial scale. But as an attention-grabbing 
international issue, the wrangling has an image problem: so many contested, arcane technicalities; so many conferences and research 
papers—in sum, so much talk; but so few shots fired in anger. 

 
52. Budget Ax Poses Threat To Shipyard 
(PORTSMOUTH (NH) HERALD 03 FEB 12) ... Editorial 

Portsmouth Naval Shipyard workers and the Seacoast community learned last week that the dreaded spectre of a new Base 
Realignment and Closure process is being considered in Washington, D.C. 

 
53. Of A Mind To Attack Iran 
(WASHINGTON POST 03 FEB 12) ... David Ignatius 

BRUSSELS--Defense Secretary Leon Panetta has a lot on his mind these days, from cutting the defense budget to managing the 
drawdown of U.S. forces in Afghanistan. But his biggest worry is the growing possibility that Israel will attack Iran over the next few 
months. 

 
54. India's Strategic Importance To The U.S. 
(BOSTON GLOBE 03 FEB 12) ... Nicholas Burns 

We have grown accustomed to think of foreign policy as a series of unending crises in this complex time. And there are plenty of 
problems for Americans to confront overseas, from Iranian and North Korean nuclear ambitions to our decade-long war in 
Afghanistan. But success in foreign policy is also about taking advantage of opportunities. If coping with a more powerful China will 
be the great challenge for the United States in the next half century, India may be the great opportunity. 

 
55. Our Scantily Protected North Needs A Bigger Naval Show 
(SYDNEY MORNING HERALD 02 FEB 12) ... Scott Barnes 

Defence Minister Stephen Smith is right to consider expanding Australia's naval presence around the north-west coast of 
Australia. The location of ships in this country, with the vast majority at port in Sydney, is out of step with present and future reality, 
and is insufficient as both a deterrent and as a defensive measure. 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Detachment Participates In Bold Alligator Aboard Lejeune 
(JACKSONVILLE (NC) DAILY NEWS 02 FEB 12) ... Hope Hodge 

While thousands of U.S. and Coalition troops will be 
sailing off the coast of Camp Lejeune during the next two 
weeks for the amphibious exercise Bold Alligator, a smaller 
detachment will be participating from directly aboard the base. 

Detachments from the Navy’s Riverine Group 1, based in 
Virginia Beach, began patrolling waterways along Lejeune’s 
Mile Hammock Bay as the exercise began. 

The Riverine squadrons, Navy expeditionary elements 
equipped with agile, heavily armed patrol boats, have recently 
completed training and foreign government assistance 
deployments to a number of South American countries, 
Thailand and Bahrain, to name a few locations. In 2007, the 
first Riverine unit deployed to Iraq. 

Capt. Christopher Halton, the commodore of RIVGRU 1 
and commander of the Navy Expeditionary Force deployed for 
Bold Alligator, explained that in the exercise scenario the 
Riverines had deployed to the fictional foreign nation of 
Amberland to build up security, develop infrastructure with 
well-digging and construction tasks, and to assist the local 
government in fending off forces of insurgents. With 
attachments to the unit including a civil affairs team and 
intelligence exploitation team, the sailors would also be able 
to assist shipboard allies in a number of capacities if 
conditions in the country were to change. 

“(The unit is) designed to be flexible, adaptive to 
whatever the commander needs,” Halton said. 

On Tuesday, while some members of an expeditionary 
training group worked with role-players to learn foreign 
weapons familiarization and others prepared to dig a deep 
water well, a detachment of Riverines cast off to patrol the 
waterways, demonstrating their vessels’ abilities to take 
hairpin turns, emergency stop within a boat length, and 
accelerate to speeds of 30 to 40 knots. 

Petty Officer 1st Class Justin Matt said the Riverines 
wanted to be familiar with the area so they could be prepared 
for any task they might receive as the mission unfolded. 

“You get out there, do the patrols and do the 
atmospherics, learn the area you’re in right now,” he said. “So 
that when the other mission sets come along, we know the 
area, we know the waterways, the hazards of navigation and 
what not.” 

While the troops were practiced in their roles, the 
uncertainty of a scenario that could change any minute gave 
their training an edge. 

“We want to know as much as we can,” Matt said. 
“Especially in a real-world situation, you want all the intel you 
can get, so you’re not walking into anything.” 

The NEF received an early reminder that anything could 
happen in realistic training. Halton said the unit’s forward 
operating base, located at Bogue Field, had been christened 
FOB Gallant Monday in honor of Petty Office 2nd Class 
Taylor Gallant, a Navy diver with Explosive Ordnance 
Disposal Mobile Unit 12 out of Virginia Beach, who died last 
week while on a dive mission in an incident that is still under 
investigation. 

“We had a sign made up and everything,” Halton said. 
“Our sailors take very personally the loss of a brother or sister 
in arms.” 

Elements of the NEF will remain on base past the end of 
Bold Alligator on Feb. 13, working with various units and 
participating in missions as the scenario dictates. 

View Clip (RT: 3:51) 
Broadcast Clip - Riverine Squadron 2 Participates In 

Bold Alligator 2012 
(YOUTUBE 02 FEB 12) U.S. Navy 
Riverine Squadron 2 conducts a high value asset escort 

mission with the amphibious transport dock ship USS San 
Antonio (LPD 17) in support of exercise Bold Alligator 2012. 

View Clip (RT: 0:34) 

Return to Index 
 

2. DOD Begins Prorating Imminent Danger Pay 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 02 FEB 12) ... Jim Garamone 

WASHINGTON -- Service members now will receive 
imminent danger pay only for days they actually spend in 
hazardous areas, Pentagon officials said here today. 

The change, which took effect yesterday, was included in 
the 2012 National Defense Authorization Act, which President 
Barack Obama signed into law Dec. 31. 

"Members will see the prorated amount in their Feb. 15 
pay records," Pentagon spokesman Navy Capt. John Kirby 
said. 

The act called for DOD to pay service members imminent 
danger pay only for the time they spend in areas that qualify 
for the pay. In the past, service members received $225 per 
month if they spent any time that month in an area where the 
pay was authorized. "This is a more targeted way of handling 
that pay," Kirby said. 

Now, service members will receive $7.50 a day for days 
spent in these areas. Personnel who travel to the designated 

areas for periods less than 30 days should keep track of the 
number of days they are in the area to verify that they are paid 
for the correct number of days, officials said. 

The military services are working to waive or remit debts 
for members who may have been overpaid for January, 
officials said. The services can waive this "when there is no 
indication of fraud, fault, misrepresentation, or when members 
were unaware they were overpaid," Pentagon spokeswoman 
Eileen Lainez said. 

Proration is based on a 30-day month, which translates 
into a rate of $7.50 per day. It does not matter if the month is 
28 or 31 days long, officials explained; if service members 
serve in affected areas for the complete month, they will 
receive the full rate of $225 per month. 

The Defense Department defines imminent danger pay 
areas as places where members are subject to the threat of 
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physical harm or imminent danger because of civil 
insurrection, civil war, terrorism or wartime conditions. 

Service members who come under fire, regardless of 
location, will receive the full monthly hostile-fire pay amount 
of $225. 

Service members will receive notification of the change 
via emails, on the MyPay system, on social media sites and via 
the chain of command. 

Return to Index 
 

3. MCPON Visits Sailors Aboard Constitution 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 02 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Thomas L. Rosprim, Office of the Master Chief 
Petty Officer of the Navy 

CHARLESTOWN, Mass. -- Master Chief Petty Officer of 
the Navy (MCPON) spoke to Sailors stationed aboard USS 
Constitution Jan. 31, as they prepare for War of 1812 
Bicentennial celebrations this year. 

"Whenever I visit Constitution I am always so motivated 
by the awesome Sailors stationed here," said MCPON(SS/SW) 
Rick D. West. "You are all truly outstanding representatives of 
our Navy." 

Currently, Constitution Sailors are set to participate in 
seven Fleet Weeks and five parades for War of 1812 
commemorations and the ship's Sailors are ready. 

"This is a monumental occasion for our Navy and our 
Nation," said West. "If you're not familiar with how the War 
of 1812 shaped both our country and its high regard for 
seapower, I encourage you to read up on it. I'm convinced 
you'll be as enthusiastic about giving it the proper recognition 
as our senior leaders are." 

During MCPON's visit, he shot a video to promote War of 
1812 events and climbed the ship's center mast. 

"I have been here several times but I have never had the 
opportunity to climb the mast, and this will remain a great 
memory for me," said West. "When I see these young Sailors 
climbing so fast and swift, it is a great compliment to the 

training and safety found, not only here, but throughout our 
Navy." 

MCPON spoke to the Sailors about where the Navy is 
today and complimented the command on its dedication to 
preserving history. At 214 years old, Constitution is the oldest 
commissioned warship afloat. 

"I honestly couldn't have asked for a better opportunity," 
said Aviation Electronics Technician 3rd Class Brian Pickett. 
"One of my best experiences here was actually being stationed 
up on the foremast of the ship - it is sort of like 'Pirates of the 
Caribbean' if you will. Jack Sparrow up there holding onto the 
lines, seeing the horizon in the distance as we set off from the 
harbor here; there is no substitute for that. I look forward to 
what is yet to come." 

"I love being on board USS Constitution," said Damage 
Controlman Fireman Ashley Fairfax. "Since I have been here I 
have grown as a Sailor; a disciplined Sailor for the United 
States Navy. I am proud to say I am a part of the most 
powerful Navy in the world." 

Look for MCPON's upcoming video on his Facebook 
page, www.facebook.com/mcpon, and for more information 
on the War of 1812 and the planned festivities to 
commemorate the 200th anniversary, visit 
www.ourflagwasstillthere.org/. 

Return to Index 
 

4. Navy Unveils Plan For 16 Littorals In San Diego 
Additional ships mean 1,700 more Sailors 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 02 FEB 12) ... Jeanette Steele 

The Navy plans to assign as many as 16 of its new littoral 
ship class to San Diego, up from the dozen reported last year. 

A draft environmental assessment released Thursday 
shows that the ships will mean 1,700 additional Sailors for San 
Diego Naval Base, plus 1,900 family members. 

The influx would occur through 2020. The first of the 
class, the Freedom, arrived in San Diego Bay in April 2010. 

The document projects no significant environmental 
impacts on San Diego as a result of the plan. No construction 
of new base facilities is expected, according to the report, 
which is available for public viewing from Friday through 
March 5. 

In the big picture, the Navy envisions 16 littorals on the 
West Coast and 14 on the East Coast. There’s been discussion 
of placing some littorals in Singapore, as well. 

The Navy has said the full class of these ships will 
number 55. 

The fast, nimble crafts are designed to be able to operate 
in shallow waters close to shore. They have been criticized for 
being overbudget and experiencing early maintenance 
problems. 

The Navy is building two versions of the ships. One is a 
traditional single-hull ship, the first of which is the Freedom. 
The second version is a trimaran. The Independence, slated to 
arrive in San Diego this spring, is the first of that version. 

In 2005, the Navy conducted an environmental 
assessment of placing the first four littorals in San Diego. This 
assessment builds on that plan. 

It also describes housing MQ-8B Firescout unmanned 
helicopters at the Point Magu naval base in Ventura County. 
These drones are expected to be deployed on the new ships. 

The Navy only performed detailed study of one option for 
placing the 16 littorals, the San Diego scenario, according to 
the document. Officials discounted other locations, such as the 
Pacific Northwest, because they didn’t meet the Navy’s 
criteria. 

The public can comment on the environmental assessment 
through March 5. Copies of the plan are available online at 
http://www.navyregionsouthwest.com/go/doc/4275/1283991/ 
and at public libraries in downtown San Diego, National City, 
Chula Vista, Point Hueneme and Camarillo. 

The Navy will take comments online and through the 
mail. The mailing address is LCS Homeporting EA Project 
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Manager, Naval Facilities Engineering Command Southwest, 
Attn: EV21.AK, Bldg 1, 5th Floor, 1220 Pacific Highway, San 

Diego, 92132. 
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5. Transition Benefits: NPC Officials To Discuss Post-ERB Matters At Florida Bases 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 02 FEB 12) ... Navy Personnel Command Public Affairs 

MILLINGTON, Tenn. -- Representatives from Navy 
Personnel Command's fleet engagement team will meet with 
Sailors, families and leadership in Florida to discuss post-
Enlisted Retention Board (ERB) matters and transition 
benefits, officials said Feb. 2. 

The fleet engagement team recently completed 
engagements to Japan, Hawaii and California where they 
discussed Involuntary Separation Pay, transition benefits and 
Reserve affiliation options for transitioning Sailors. 

The team members are representatives from the enlisted 
distribution division, enlisted community management 
division, career development program and the Navy's ERB 
transition assistance coordinator. They will conduct all-hands 
briefs on board Naval Station Mayport Feb. 8 and on board 
Naval Air Station Jacksonville Feb. 9. 

All ERB-affected Sailors, families, career counselors and 
command leadership teams are encouraged to attend. 

Sailors should contact their command career counselor for 
local briefing times and locations. 

Navy will conduct additional fleet engagement visits to 
the Pacific Northwest and Norfolk in the coming months. 
Dates will be released as they become available. 

For more information about transition benefits visit the 
Transition Assistance Web Page available under the Hot Links 
section of the Navy Personnel Command at 
www.npc.navy.mil. 

For more information about ERB, visit the NPC ERB 
Web Page at www.npc.navy.mil/boards/ERB/, contact the 
NPC customer service center at 1-866-U-ASK-NPC (1-866-
827-5672) or email cscmailbox@navy.mil. 
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CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
6. Assault Craft Unit 4 Plays Key Role In Bold Alligator 2012 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 03 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Corbin Shea, USS Kearsarge Public Affairs 

ABOARD USS KEARSARGE, Atlantic Ocean -- 
Exercise Bold Alligator 2012 is in full swing and Sailors from 
Assault Craft Unit (ACU) 4 are playing a vital role in getting 
Marines and their equipment where they need to be. 

Bold Alligator is the largest amphibious exercise in 10 
years and includes elements from Expeditionary Strike Group 
2, the 24th Marine Expeditionary Unit, various other naval 
units, ships and allied nations. ACU 4 is one of the primary 
means of transporting these units and their assets from sea to 
land. 

"Our mission is over the horizon, ship-to-shore movement 
of Marine personnel and equipment," said Chief Boatswain's 
Mate David Convery, Assault Craft Unit 4 leading chief petty 
officer and craft master of landing craft air cushion (LCAC) 
37. 

With so many moving parts on both sea and land, the 
ability to move troops, vehicles and other tactical assets ashore 
quickly and to the right place at the right time is a crucial 
strategic element of an amphibious assault. 

To accomplish this task, ACU 4 uses LCACs, which are 
hovercraft-type vehicles that can operate on both land and sea 
and move personnel and equipment five to seven times faster 
and access more beaches than conventional craft. 

"Instead of only being able to access 17 percent of the 
world's beaches (like conventional methods), LCACs allow us 
to access over 70 percent," said Convery. "This gives the 
operational commanders a much broader range of missions 
they can accomplish." 

Aside from being able to operate on both water and land, 
the LCAC is also capable of moving at speeds of more than 60 
knots. 

"The amount of speed we can achieve is huge," said 
Convery, "The time we can get Marines to the beach is 
incredible. The more you can put ashore, and the faster you 
can get them ashore, the quicker you can grab a foot print on 
that beach and you can hold that. 

"In one shot I can have 180 combat-loaded Marines come 
running out of my vehicle and set up a perimeter, attack or 
defend a position." 

The versatility of the LCACs also allows for faster troop 
movement while keeping Marines dry. 

"We can go from dry ship to dry land," said Convery. 
"Marines never have to get wet and we don't get stuck on sand 
bars on the way to the beach." 

As capable as the LCACs are, Convery stressed the 
importance of teamwork. 

"You've got to have it," said Convery. "With it being a 
five-man crew and the amount of hardware and the equipment 
and hydraulics you have on this craft, if you're not a team 
player you won't be in the program that long. 

"I have to know, as a craft master, these guys are able to 
identify a problem and correct it on their own without my 
guidance every single time." 

Bold Alligator focuses on the Navy and Marines Corps' 
ability to conduct amphibious operations as one cohesive unit. 
ACU 4's unique abilities allow the Navy to put Marines on 
target, any time, anywhere. 

Bold Alligator focuses on today's fight with today's 
forces, while showcasing the advantages of seabasing. This 
exercise takes place Jan. 30-Feb. 12 afloat and ashore in and 
around Virginia and North Carolina. 

Return to Index 
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7. Amphibious Construction Battalion 2 Supports Bold Alligator Water, Fuel Needs 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 02 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Jonathan Pankau, Amphibious Construction 
Battalion 2 Public Affairs 

VIRGINIA BEACH, Va. -- Amphibious Construction 
Battalion 2 (PHIBCB 2) deployed Jan. 31 to support Exercise 
Bold Alligator units with vital water and fuel transfers. 

Exercise Bold Alligator 2012, the largest naval 
amphibious exercise in the past 10 years, represents the Navy 
and Marine Corps' revitalization of the full range of 
amphibious operations. The exercise focuses on today's fight 
with today's forces, while showcasing the advantages of 
seabasing. It runs through Feb. 12, afloat and ashore, in and 
around Virginia and North Carolina. 

During the exercise, PHIBCB 2 will demonstrate the 
Amphibious Bulk Liquid Transfer System (ABLTS), a 
floating hose system used to pump water and fuel from the 
ships to forces on the beach, and the in-stream offload 
capability to deliver equipment and containers from USNS 
Obregon (T-AK-3006), a Maritime Prepositioning Force 
(MPF) ship, to the beach. 

"We're really excited to deploy ABLTS for this exercise 
because we are going to push the system to perform past its 
normal expectations," said Boatswain's Mate 1st Class Sean 
Kraft. "ABLTS is designed to pump liquids from 10,000 feet 
out in the water but we're going to push it out to 23,000 feet 
for this exercise." 

"Pushing fuel ashore is absolutely essential to sustaining 
ground combat operations," stated Capt. Joe Grealish, 
PHIBCB 2's Commanding Officer. "We're focused on safely 
deploying the system and connecting with the Marine Fuels 
Battalion who will deliver the fuel further inland." 

Seabees and Marines will pump fresh water through the 
system to minimize the environmental risks of pumping fuel. 

The cargo offload will test the Naval Support Element's 
ability to perform an in-stream offload of MPF ships. The 

Naval Support Element consists of Sailors from Naval Beach 
Group 2, PHIBCB 2, Assault Craft Unit 2, Beachmaster Unit 
2, and Cargo Handling Battalion 1. 

Bold Alligator by Bill McMichael from The Scoop 
Deck (Navy Times), February 2 

I’m spending Friday AM cruising south to MCAS Cherry 
Point, N.C., where I’m to take a noon hop out to the Wasp to 
begin Navy Times’ coverage of a certain gi-normous 
amphibious training exercise you may have heard of by now. 
Bold Alligator is the biggest Navy-Marine Corps at-sea 
training exercise in some 10 years. 

Wasp is sort of the exercise mothership, so that’s where 
we’ll get our senior leader interviews and exercise briefings. 
On Saturday, I’m slated to fly over to Kearsarge and begin 
covering the training itself, as the Navy-Marine Corps team 
prepares to launch an amphibious assault that will take place 
sometime over the following few days. 

Connectivity at sea can be dicey, as many of you know. 
I’ll do my best to keep you posted on the goings-on here and 
on our web site. 

Meanwhile, looks like a Super Bowl XLVI party at sea. 
The last time I watched the Super Bowl away from someone’s 
living room, I was in a tent with an Army air defense artillery 
unit outside Dhahran, Saudi Arabia, where the air strikes for 
the first Gulf War were underway; the launch of the huge 
armored assault and the famous “left hook” was three weeks 
away. The Giants won that one 20-19 when the Bills’ Scott 
Norwood missed a last-second field goal wide right. 

Who are you picking this Sunday? Seems to me the 
Giants are rolling at the right time. 
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8. U.S. Military Back In Thailand For Flood Relief Efforts 
(STARS AND STRIPES 03 FEB 12) ... Matthew M. Burke 

SASEBO NAVAL BASE, Japan -- Following a brief 
respite, the U.S. military has returned to Thailand to continue 
flood relief efforts. 

More than 600 servicemembers from the Marine Corps, 
Army, Navy and Air Force arrived Jan. 15 to participate in 
humanitarian and civic assistance projects with armed forces 
from Thailand and Indonesia ahead of the 31st annual Cobra 
Gold exercise set to begin Tuesday, said exercise spokesman 
Marine 2nd Lt. Evan Almaas. 

Additionally, a team of airmen arrived Jan. 22 to assist 
Thai forces with an assessment of the damage to their engine 
repair and aircraft maintenance operations at Don Mueang 
International Airport. And groups of Marines arrived three 
days later to exchange experts and discuss health topics related 
to post-flood recovery, said Walter Braunohler, a U.S. 
Embassy Bangkok spokesman. 

These revitalized efforts come on the heels of months of 
relief work involving hundreds of U.S. troops and a multitude 
of vessels and equipment following Thailand’s worst flooding 
in decades. When that work was completed in early 
December, U.S. officials pledged to continue the relief efforts 
after flood waters receded. 

“Through humanitarian and civic assistance programs, we 
have an opportunity to support the needs of our friends and 
regional partners,” said Lt. Gen. Kenneth Glueck Jr., deputy 
commander of the exercises and commanding general of III 
Marine Expeditionary Force. “Through the exercise, III MEF 
is continuing to develop regional partnerships, increase 
prosperity and improve security in the Asia-Pacific region.” 

The Kingdom of Thailand, a strategic ally of the U.S., 
suffered months of heavy monsoon rains that began over the 
summer, followed by flooding that reached the capital, killing 
hundreds and causing tens of billions of dollars in economic 
damage. 

A 10-person Humanitarian Assistance Survey Team 
comprising Marines from III MEF arrived in mid-October to 
survey the damage. The George Washington Carrier Strike 
Group also traveled to the region, but left soon after as no 
request for assistance came. 

Navy assets, equipment and additional troops began to 
trickle into Thailand in October and continued over the next 
couple of months as troop numbers swelled to about 600 at the 
height of operations. They participated in assessments, 
community relations efforts and relief operations, including 
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the reclamation of a school, recovering of the airport, and the 
loading and unloading of relief supplies to be distributed by 

the Red Cross. 
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9. Former First Lady Marks Command Change 
(HONOLULU STAR-ADVERTIERS 02 FEB 12) ... William Cole 

Former first lady Laura Bush, the “sponsor” of the 
submarine USS Texas, was at Pearl Harbor Wednesday to 
congratulate the sub’s captain, Cmdr. Robert Roncska — 
better known to President George W. Bush as “Navy Bob” — 
for a job well done as Roncska moves on to a new position. 

“I see what the crew of the USS Texas knows well — that 
Commander Bob is a great officer and a natural leader,” Laura 
Bush said. 

Bush said Roncska is well known to her and the former 
president — who gave Roncska his nickname. Roncska served 
as naval aide to the president from 2006 to 2008 and carried 
the case known as the “nuclear football” with launch codes for 
atomic weapons. 

Laura Bush, as the Virginia-class submarine’s sponsor, 
welded her initials into the hull when the keel was laid and 
broke a bottle of champagne to christen the vessel on the East 
Coast. 

Bush was asked to be the sub’s sponsor when her husband 
was governor of Texas, “and since then, I’ve enjoyed visiting 
the submarine and getting to know her crew,” she said. 

In 2009, she visited the Texas to mark another event — 
the change of command at which Roncska took over as 
captain of the sub, she said. Cmdr. Andy Hertel replaced 
Roncska Wednesday. 

As Roncska’s success was celebrated, another milestone 
will be marked less enthusiastically today by the Pacific Fleet 
Submarine Force as part of the Pentagon’s budget cuts. 

Submarine Squadron 3 at Pearl Harbor, originally created 
on Nov. 25, 1930, in the Panama Canal Zone, will be 
deactivated and all but one of its six submarines will be 
reassigned to the two other sub squadrons at Pearl. 

The Jacksonville, Key West and North Carolina are being 
reassigned to Squadron 1, while the Louisville and Olympia 
are being assigned to Squadron 7. 

The USS Houston came to Pearl Harbor Jan. 17 from 
Guam and will head into the shipyard for maintenance, and 
Chicago, the sixth sub in Squadron 3, will be sent to replace 
the Houston in Guam, the Navy said. 

The consolidation, which eliminates a staff of about 20 
from Squadron 3, means that Squadron 1 will grow to nine 
subs while Squadron 7 will have 10 submarines. 

“So the operating tempo of the squadrons themselves will 
increase in terms of providing support to those submarines,” 
said Cmdr. Christy Hagen, a Pacific Fleet Sub Force 
spokesperson. 

Roncska, the former Texas captain, will remain at Pearl 
Harbor as submarine commanding officer instructor. 

The native New Yorker was awarded the Legion of Merit 
for “exceptionally meritorious conduct in the performance of 
outstanding service” as commanding officer of the Texas. 

With Roncska at the helm in 2009, the 7,800-ton attack 
submarine, with a crew of about 134, completed a historic 
exercise in the Arctic when it became the first Virginia-class 
submarine to operate in the region. 

Because of the thickness of the ice, the 377-foot Texas 
did not traverse the North Pole region to the Pacific, and 
instead sailed back along the East Coast and through the 
Panama Canal. 

Roncska also was singled out for a “highly successful” 
U.S. Southern Command mission with more than 60 mission 
days devoted to the war on drugs, and a recent “brilliantly 
executed” Western Pacific deployment. 

Roncska, addressing the audience of more than 200 
people, including the Texas crew, was quick to give credit to 
his wife, Stephanie, and children, Sophia and Zachary. “With 
over 65 percent of my time away from them during this 
command tour, I could not have asked God for a better 
family.” 

Hertel, the Texas’ new commander, recognized the ship’s 
success — and that of past Pearl subs. 

“We must always remember the bold and daring warriors 
who went forth from these very waters and brought the fight to 
the enemy,” he said. 

Hertel said the submarine force must maintain itself on 
the “razor’s edge” to answer the nation’s call. 

When the call comes, “we will be there, and we will be 
ready,” Hertel said. 
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10. War Experience Boosts Spec Ops' Hostage Rescues 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 02 FEB 12) ... Jason Straziuso 

NAIROBI, Kenya - Roy Hallums was enduring his 311th 
day of captivity, blindfolded, his hands and feet bound, stuffed 
into a hole under the floor of a farm building outside Baghdad. 
He heard a commotion upstairs and managed to get the 
blindfold off. Delta Force troops broke open the hatch. An 
American soldier jumped down. 

"He looks at me and points and says, 'Are you Roy?' I say 
'yes,' and he yells back up the stairs: 'Jackpot!'" Hallums 
recalled in a phone interview with The Associated Press six 
years after his rescue. 

Another mission by elite U.S. troops took place just last 
week, this time in Somalia, resulting in an American and a 
Danish hostage being rescued and nine kidnappers killed. 

U.S. special forces units are compiling a string of 
successful hostage rescues, thanks to improved technology 
and a decade of wartime experience. But despite technological 
advances like thermal imaging and surveillance drones, the 
raids remain high-risk. Success or failure can depend on a 
snap decision made by a rescuer with bullets flying all around, 
or determination by kidnappers to kill any captives before they 
can be freed. 
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In 2010, the U.S. Navy's SEAL Team 6 tried to rescue 
Linda Norgrove, a Scottish aid worker, from her Taliban 
captors in Afghanistan. She was killed by a grenade thrown in 
haste by one of the American commandoes. 

The kidnappings of foreigners living or traveling overseas 
continues unabated, as it has for decades. While the 
probability of a person being kidnapping is low, abductions do 
occur regularly, especially in high-risk nations like Somalia, 
Pakistan, Mexico and Colombia. 

Even those who are supremely aware of the risks can 
disappear. In December 2006, Felix Batista, an American anti-
kidnapping expert and negotiator for hostage releases, was 
kidnapped in Saltillo, Mexico, and hasn't been heard from 
since. 

Just last Tuesday, armed tribesmen in Yemen kidnapped 
six United Nations workers: an Iraqi, a Palestinian, a 
Colombian, a German and two Yemenis. On Jan. 20, 
kidnappers grabbed an American and held him for a week 
before releasing him, perhaps after a ransom was paid. 

U.S. troops have been tasked with rescues mostly in areas 
where American forces were already stationed, like 
Afghanistan, Iraq and around Somalia, said Taryn Evans, an 
expert on kidnappings at AKE, a risk mitigation company 
outside London. As they've gotten more experienced, they've 
gotten better. 

In 2009, SEAL sharpshooters killed three Somali pirates 
holding the American captain of the Maersk Alabama hostage 
in a lifeboat. And late last month, U.S. Navy SEALs 
parachuted into Somalia under cover of night, then moved on 
foot to where captors were holding an American woman and a 
Danish man who had been kidnapped together in October. The 
SEALs killed nine captors and rescued the two hostages while 
suffering no casualties themselves in the Jan. 25 operation. 

Their skill in carrying out such missions has been honed 
by America's two wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, said Seth 
Jones, a civilian adviser to the commanding general of the 
U.S. special operations forces in Afghanistan from 2009-2011. 

"They have conducted so many operations in these areas, 
from hostage rescues to strike operations to capture-kill 
missions. What it does is significantly improves the 
competence of special operations," Jones told The Associated 
Press. He said commando missions are "now routine." 

Though Navy SEAL Team 6 rescued the American and 
the Dane, one American kidnapped in January in Somalia 
remains behind. His captors told AP they moved him several 
times in the hours immediately after the SEAL raid, out of fear 
the U.S. military could try another rescue attempt. 

U.S. Deputy Secretary of State William Burns said this 
week the U.S. is "very concerned" about the remaining 
hostage and that Washington is following the case closely and 
taking it very seriously. 

"It's an essential obligation for any government to do 
everything we can to protect our citizens and that's exactly 
what President Obama did when he ordered the successful 
hostage rescue" in Somalia, Burns said. 

Rescues entail risk, but Hallums, who was kidnapped by a 
gang in November 2004, is thankful the U.S. military carries 
them out. 

Without a rescue attempt, the former contractor from 
Memphis, Tennessee, said: "I was going to be dead for sure." 

Hallums' captors were demanding $12 million for his 
release. His Saudi Arabia-based employer — which provided 
support services for U.S. troops — offered $1 million. 

Hallums noted that a successful rescue requires the work 
of many more people than the commandoes who carry out the 
raid. The FBI, CIA and National Security Agency all work to 
gather information, data that is then turned over to military 
intelligence, where an operations officer devises a rescue plan. 

"You hear about SEAL Team 6 but behind them there's 
hundreds of people working to get information that they can 
take out and execute the rescue," Hallums said. 

Conducting a rescue involves life-and-death calculations. 
The teams must assess the risk of the raid, both to the military 
personnel and the hostages themselves. Is it certain that the 
hostage is at the location? How many people are on guard? 
Are they alert 24 hours a day? Are the guards armed and are 
they likely to shoot at the invading force? 

One other important part of the equation: Would the 
guards shoot and kill the hostage if they knew a rescue was 
under way? A rescue team arriving in noisy helicopters can 
doom the hostages they want to rescue. That's what happened 
when Colombian army troops, who have a lot of experience in 
hostage situations, went in to rescue 13 hostages — including 
a state governor and a former defense minister — in 2003 in 
the jungles of northern Colombia. 

The rebels holding the hostages heard the helicopters 
approaching and began executing the hostages. Just three 
survived. The rescuers arrived to find bodies scattered all over. 

In 2009, an Afghan translator kidnapped alongside a New 
York Times reporter was killed in a hail of bullets during a 
rescue attempt by British commandoes. Such deaths 
underscore the dangers of hostage rescues. 

"You don't want dead SEALs. That has a whole range of 
military and political ramifications," said Jones, who has a 
book called "Hunting in the Shadows: The Pursuit of al Qa'ida 
since 9/11" coming out in May. "You also don't want dead 
hostages. Sometimes you get this stuff wrong, since you're 
always dealing in probability." 

Jones said he lacks data to know if the number of hostage 
rescues is rising, but that special operations activities are 
increasing overall. The military at large is undergoing 
financial cutbacks, he noted, but the budget for special 
operations forces is intact. 

Technology has improved the chances of success. Aerial 
drones can monitor guard activity and provide a layout of the 
location. Watching a pattern of life allows the military to make 
educated guesses about the chances for success. 

But even with that advantage, Evans said no mission is 
guaranteed success. The Somali captors could have shot and 
killed the American and Danish hostages during last week's 
raid if they had seen the SEALs coming, she said. That's why 
most people try to reach a negotiated rescue — a ransom 
payment — instead. 

But Hallums said even though hostage rescues are risky, 
sometimes they have to be done. 

"There's risk, but look at the risk I was in. I was going to 
be dead for sure — 100 percent," Hallums said. "So it's better 
odds with them coming in to try and help you out. Because 
otherwise you have no chance." 

Return to Index 
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11. USS Shoup Returns To Everett After Overhaul Work 
(EVERETT (WA) HERALD 02 FEB 12) 

EVERETT -- The USS Shoup arrived home in Everett at 
dusk Thursday following a seven-month dry-dock overhaul at 
a Seattle shipyard. 

The Shoup got a new coat of paint and new electronics, 
among other updates, a Navy spokesman said. 

Upgrades on destroyers are common at the 10-year mark, 
said skipper Cmdr. Ray Acevedo. 

The 505-foot ship is an Arleigh Burke-class guided 
missile destroyer that operates primarily as part of an aircraft 
carrier strike group. About 300 people serve on the Shoup, 

which was commissioned at Port Terminal 37 in Seattle in 
2002 and is based at Naval Station Everett, where many of its 
crew live. 

In November 2010, the crew of the USS Shoup helped a 
Turkish merchant ship fend off Somali pirates. 

Fearing a tangle with the U.S. Navy, the pirates had 
already fled when a helicopter from the Shoup dropped a team 
onboard the merchant ship and found its crew unharmed in the 
locked engine room. The Shoup crew then assisted the 
merchant ship in getting on its way. 
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12. Navy Engineers Develop New Smart Magazines For The DOD Lock Program 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 02 FEB 12) ... Darrell E. Waller, NAVFAC ESC Public Affairs 

PORT HUENEME, Calif. -- The Department of Defense's 
(DOD) Lock Program is conducting tests this week to improve 
the physical security of explosives magazines in use 
throughout the Navy and other armed forces. 

Engineers at the Naval Facilities Engineering Service 
Center (NAVFAC ESC) are performing a series of intrusion 
tests using high threat level tool sets against representative 
door test panels. The results are expected to improve overall 
magazine performance and prevent easy access by 
unauthorized individuals or foreign entities. The DOD Lock 
Program is managed by NAVFAC ESC. 

"Physical security is a high priority for all military 
commands" said Naval Facilities Engineering Service Center 
Commanding Officer, Capt. Brant D. Pickrell. "That is 
especially true of explosives magazine safety and security. 
Smart magazines offer great promise and their technology is 

constantly evolving. Munitions must be securely stored at all 
times, and the tests we are conducting at Port Hueneme will 
enhance their security, assisting our warfighters around the 
globe." 

Smart Magazine consists of a lightweight door system, 
multipoint locking system, and standardized headwall system. 
The door system utilizes airfield concrete technology 
developed at NAVFAC ESC, is over five times more cost 
effective than other proposed doors and offers significant 
improvement in delay time with respect to current magazine 
doors. 

The tests will employ a systematic approach to improving 
the security of door panels currently in use. This phase, 
referred to as Initial Operational Test and Evaluation, will 
continue throughout fiscal year 12. 
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GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
13. Israel: Iran Must Be Stopped Soon 
Warning against nuclear program; Western leaders fear consequences of airstrike 
(WASHINGTON POST 03 FEB 12) ... Joel Greenberg and Joby Warrick 

JERUSALEM — Israeli leaders on Thursday delivered 
one of the bluntest warnings to date of possible airstrikes 
against Iranian nuclear sites, adding to the anxiety in Western 
capitals that a surprise attack by Israel could spark a broader 
military conflict in the Middle East. 

Defense Minister Ehud Barak, speaking at a security 
forum attended by some of Israel’s top intelligence and 
military leaders, declared that time was running out for 
stopping Iran’s nuclear advance, as the country’s uranium 
facilities disappear into newly constructed mountain bunkers. 

“Whoever says ‘later’ may find that later is too late,” 
Barak said. He switched from Hebrew to English for the last 
phrase: “later is too late.” 

The language reflected a deepening rift between Israeli 
and U.S. officials over the urgency of stopping Iran’s nuclear 
program, which Western intelligence officials and nuclear 
experts say could soon put nuclear weapons within the reach 
of Iran’s rulers. 

Although accepting the gravity of the Iranian threat, U.S. 
officials fear being blindsided by an Israeli strike that could 

have widespread economic and security implications and 
might only delay, not end, Iran’s nuclear pursuits. 

In a series of private meetings with Israeli counterparts in 
recent weeks, Western officials have counseled patience, 
saying recent economic sanctions and a new European oil 
embargo are pummeling Iran’s economy and could soon force 
the country’s leaders to abandon the nuclear program. Yet 
Israelis are increasingly signaling that they may act 
unilaterally if there is no breakthrough in the coming months, 
according to current and former administration and 
intelligence officials. 

“The Obama administration is concerned that Israel could 
attack Iranian nuclear facilities this year, having given 
Washington little or no warning,” said Cliff Kupchan, a 
former State Department official who specialized in Iran 
policy during the Clinton administration and recently returned 
from meetings with Israeli officials. He said Israel “has 
refused to assure Washington that prior notice would be 
provided.” 
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Defense Secretary Leon E. Panetta is one of several 
administration officials to express concern publicly that Israel 
is positioning itself for a surprise attack. Last month, the 
administration dispatched the Joint Chiefs chairman, Gen. 
Martin E. Dempsey, to the Israeli capital for high-level 
discussions about the possibility of a unilateral Israeli strike. 

“Israel has indicated they’re considering this, and we have 
indicated our concerns,” Panetta told reporters Thursday after 
a NATO meeting in Brussels. Panetta declined to comment on 
published reports that he thinks the Israelis could carry out a 
strike this spring, possibly as early as April. 

Although the Obama administration has not ruled out U.S. 
military action against Iran, White House officials are worried 
that a unilateral strike could shatter the broad international 
coalition assembled in the past three years to confront Iran 
over its nuclear program, which Iranian leaders have 
consistently said is for peaceful purposes. 

U.S. officials fear that an attack by Israel could trigger 
Iranian retaliation not only against the Jewish state but also 
against American interests around the world. A prolonged 
conflict could disrupt oil shipments, drive up energy prices 
and devastate fragile Western economies, U.S. officials say. 

Administration officials have hinted that the United States 
might not intervene militarily in a hostile exchange between 
Israel and Iran unless the conflict began to threaten U.S. forces 
or Israeli population centers. In an interview last month on 
CBS’s “60 Minutes,” Panetta said that in the event of an 
Israeli strike, U.S. military officials’ primary concern would 
be “to protect our forces.” 

British Deputy Prime Minister Nick Clegg also expressed 
concern Thursday that Israel was moving closer to a decision 
on a potentially destabilizing military strike. 

“Of course I worry that there will be a military conflict 
and that certain countries might seek to take matters into their 
own hands,” Clegg told the House magazine, a weekly British 
political journal. 

Clegg, whose government recently imposed new 
sanctions against Iran’s central bank, said Britain was 
convinced that “ there are very tough things we can do which 
are not military steps in order to place pressure on Iran.” 

At Thursday’s Israeli security conference, in the resort 
city of Herzliya, Barak and other Israeli officials pointed to 
recent moves by Iran to begin enriching uranium at a second 
plant, located in a bunker built into a mountain near the city of 
Qom. Once that facility is complete, deterring Iran will be far 
more difficult, they say. 

“The dividing line may pass not where the Iranians decide 
to break out of the nonproliferation treaty and move toward a 
nuclear device or weapon, but at the place. . . that would make 
the physical strike impractical,” Barak said. 

He rejected criticism that Israeli leaders had failed to 
consider the full implications of military action. “There is no 
basis for the claim that this subject. . . was not discussed with 
appropriate breadth and depth,” he said. 

“The assessment of many experts around the world, not 
only here, is that the result of avoiding action will certainly be 
a nuclear Iran, and dealing with a nuclear Iran will be more 
complicated, more dangerous and more costly in lives and 
money than stopping it,” he said. 

Speaking at the same conference, the chief of military 
intelligence, Gen. Aviv Kochavi, said Iran already has enough 
fissile material to build four nuclear weapons and could do so 
within a year if Iranian leaders give the order. U.S. 
intelligence officials have concluded that Iran’s supreme 
leader, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, has adopted a course of 
gradually gathering the components necessary for nuclear 
weapons while deferring a decision on whether to build and 
test a bomb. 

Although there have been no indications in Israel that a 
military strike is imminent, Israeli officials have conveyed a 
sense of urgency, suggesting that a window of opportunity for 
a military strike is closing. 

Barak, in a meeting with German Foreign Minister Guido 
Westerwelle, urged that diplomatic efforts to halt the Iranian 
nuclear program “be conducted intensively and urgently” and 
that tougher sanctions target Iran’s financial system and 
central bank, as well as its oil exports. 

Israeli officials warn that beyond posing an existential 
threat to Israel, Iran’s possession of a nuclear weapon could 
trigger a regional nuclear arms race in the volatile Middle East 
and alter Israel’s strategic position in the region. 

Return to Index 
 

14. U.S. Fears Iran's Links To Al Qaeda 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 03 FEB 12) ... Siobhan Gorman 

WASHINGTON—U.S. officials say they believe Iran 
recently gave new freedoms to as many as five top al Qaeda 
operatives who have been under house arrest, including the 
option to leave the country, and may have provided some 
material aid to the terrorist group. 

The men, who were detained in Iran in 2003, make up al 
Qaeda's so-called management council, a group that includes 
members of the inner circle that advised Osama bin Laden and 
an explosives expert widely considered a candidate for a top 
post in the organization. 

The assertions are likely to amplify tensions between 
Washington and Tehran. A Senate committee on Thursday 
moved to intensify sanctions to force Iran into negotiations on 
its nuclear program, while Tehran has largely defied pressure. 
This week, Iran prevented U.N. nuclear inspectors from 
gaining access to sites and scientists, according to diplomats. 

Skeptics caution that intelligence on Iran's activities is 
limited and worry that some policy makers might use 
provocative reports to justify military action against Tehran. 
Iran has denied any connection with al Qaeda. 

U.S. officials believe there have been recent indications 
officials in the Iranian government have provided al Qaeda 
operatives in Iran limited assistance, including logistical help, 
money and cars, according to a person briefed on the 
developments. 

Adding to the U.S. pressure on Iran, Director of National 
Intelligence James Clapper told senators in an annual 
intelligence assessment that U.S. agencies believe the Iranian 
regime is now more willing to conduct an attack in the U.S. 

"We have to be vigilant for more of that," Mr. Clapper 
told lawmakers Thursday. 
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The reports come at a time of growing concern about 
Iran's decision-making. President Barack Obama, in last 
month's State of the Union address, said "America is 
determined to prevent Iran from getting a nuclear weapon, and 
I will take no options off the table to achieve that goal." 

Even among U.S. officials who believe Iran has given 
greater freedoms to al Qaeda operatives, there is substantial 
debate within the U.S. government about whether that means 
there are significant ties between Iran and al Qaeda. 

Some officials say it is too early to draw conclusions 
about Iran's intentions and caution against judgments that Iran 
is posing an imminent threat. 

"There is not significant information to suggest a working 
relationship between Iran and al Qaeda," said a U.S. official. 

Said another U.S. official: "Al Qaeda moving fighters or 
money is one thing, while planning major terrorist attacks 
against the West from Iranian soil is probably something 
[Iran] won't allow." 

Iran and al Qaeda have a long history of differences, 
particularly religious ones: Iran is Shiite Muslim and al Qaeda 
is Sunni. The regional aims of Iran and al Qaeda remain 
sharply divergent, particularly in Iraq. Iran has long supported 
Shiite extremist groups and militias, which are bitterly 
opposed to Sunni groups, the sect from which al Qaeda has 
drawn support. 

Hillary Mann Leverett, a former National Security 
Council aide in the Clinton and Bush administrations, strongly 
urged caution in drawing links between Iran and al Qaeda, 
noting that Iran in the past repatriated more than 200 al Qaeda 
operatives that had crossed into Iran, and even provided copies 
of their passports to the United Nations. 

"I think [there] is a war-fevered hysteria that is going on 
now," she said. "A lot of this stuff is really flimsy and is really 
questionable." 

Ms. Leverett added that if Iran is in fact granting more 
freedom to al Qaeda members, it may not represent an effort 
to partner with al Qaeda, but rather a decision that letting them 
go could stir up trouble for the U.S. "'Let the United States 
deal with it,'" would be Iran's logic, she said. 

Nonetheless, some officials and experts worry conditions 
may be ripe for a more direct partnership between Iran and al 
Qaeda as both come under pressure by the U.S. and the West. 

Much of the al Qaeda senior leadership has been killed by 
the Central Intelligence Agency's drone campaign and the 

commando raid that killed bin Laden last year—meaning the 
organization needs to replenish its leadership ranks. 

"For al Qaeda core, it's one of their best hopes of reviving 
themselves," said Bruce Hoffman, an al Qaeda specialist at 
Georgetown University. 

"Al Qaeda is in deep trouble right now, but they do have 
some senior leaders outside the country in some locations that 
are not easy to get at," said Seth Jones of Rand Corp., who 
wrote a recent article in Foreign Affairs on the potential Iran-
al Qaeda partnership. 

Tehran, for its part, under growing pressure from Western 
sanctions, needs allies. 

Iran has, in effect, provided sanctuary to several senior al 
Qaeda leaders over the years, Mr. Jones said. Some al Qaeda 
operatives fled to Iran when the U.S. launched its Afghan 
offensive in 2001. Since then, these operatives have 
communicated, moved money and facilitated recruiting from 
their Iranian beachhead, Mr. Jones said. Some lower-level al 
Qaeda operatives are also believed to be in Iran. 

After an al Qaeda attack in Saudi Arabia in 2003, Iran 
placed most of the operatives under house arrest. But they still 
were permitted to communicate with other operatives and 
transfer funds to their counterparts in Pakistan, said Mr. Jones. 

The management council, a group of advisers to al Qaeda 
leaders in Pakistan, includes planner and explosives expert 
Saif al Adel, who is from Egypt; spokesman Sulayman Abu 
Ghayth, of Kuwait; Abu al-Khayr al-Masri, of Egypt, who was 
a member of bin Laden's inner shura council; planner 
Abdullah Ahmed Abdullah, of Egypt; and spiritual leader Abu 
Hafs al-Mauritani, a Mauritanian. 

Together, they comprise some of the group's financial, 
spiritual and operational leaders, many with long-standing ties 
to senior al Qaeda leaders in Pakistan. 

It isn't clear whether the five men would take advantage 
of an offer to return to their home countries—where they 
could face arrest and prosecution—or if Iran would allow 
them to go to another country, such as Pakistan, U.S. officials 
said. Nor is it clear what restrictions, if any, would be placed 
on them if they remain in Iran, the officials said. 

Mr. Adel has been considered a rising star within al 
Qaeda. He is under U.S. indictment for his alleged role in the 
1998 bombings of U.S. embassies in Africa. In the wake of 
bin Laden's death, Mr. Adel's name was floated in reports out 
of the region as a potential candidate to lead the international 
organization. 
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15. Philippines Turns Toward U.S. As Concerns Grow Over China's Intentions 
China, citing historical discoveries, says that the entire South China Sea should be its own exclusive 
economic zone. The Philippines, however, shares a long border with the sea and sees some of it as its own. 
So does Vietnam, and other regional countries. That's got some a little nervous. 
(PUBLIC RADIO INTERNATIONAL 02 FEB 12) ... Mary Kay Magistad 

China’s got a big appetite for energy, and it's expected to 
double over the next quarter-century. 

It already imports more than half of its oil and natural gas, 
and it’s looking to the resource-rich South China Sea as a 
source of supply. It claims nearly the entire thing as its own. 
But Vietnam, Brunei, Malaysia, Taiwan and the Philippines 
also have claims that conflict with China's. 

Sarah Osorio, bubbly and beautiful, 18, is enjoying her 
reign this year as both Miss Palawan and Miss Kalayaan — 

the name of a contested chain of islands in the South China 
Sea. Osorio joined the pageant to make a serious point — 
about the Kalayaan Islands. 

“China’s claiming Kalayaan as its own,” she said. “The 
Philippines don’t have any capability to fight China. China is 
very big, compared to Philippines.” 

Osorio grew up spending a month each summer on 
Kalayaan’s biggest island. It’s just a tenth of a square mile. 
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“We’re a small island — no activities, no entertainments,” 
she said. 

There’s no electricity so after 6 p.m. so there’s nothing to 
do but sleep. So why do people even live there? 

“To show that it’s ours, that we have that island for the 
Philippines," she said. 

Osorio’s parents are among the 60 civilians who claim 
residence on Kalayaan’s main island, Pag-asu. The idea is just 
to have a presence — and Osorio’s family is doing its part. 
Her dad’s a local legislator. Her uncle lives there, too. He’s a 
fisherman. According to Osorio, he’s had problems with 
Chinese boats near the island. 

“He told me Chinese people were around their area, 
fishing and fishing and fishing. If you talk to them, they harass 
you,” Osorio said. 

It’s mostly shouting matches, she said. But there’s been 
more physical contact than that, in the broader South China 
Sea. 

Over the past year or so, China has become increasingly 
aggressive about asserting its claim to almost the entire South 
China Sea, and the oil and gas reserves its seabed may contain. 

When ExxonMobil announced in October that it had 
found what looked like a sizable natural gas field near the 
Vietnamese city of Danang, China warned that foreign 
companies shouldn’t proceed in waters that China claims. 

The Philippines has had its own challenges. General 
Juancho Sabban, who heads the Western Command of the 
Philippine Armed Force, shows off what he calls a “Chinese 
donation” to his marine patrol boats — a confiscated Chinese 
fishing boat. 

“They had GPS, they had radios. They had air 
compressors, for deep sea diving,” Sabban said, pointing out, 
you normally wouldn’t find much of that equipment on a 
fishing boat. 

Sabban thinks this boat was doing surveillance. It tried to 
ram a smaller Philippine patrol boat, so, he said, the patrol had 
to shoot to disable the engine. 

The Chinese who were arrested on the boat said they were 
just fishermen. But Sabban said they were bailed out by the 
Chinese embassy and then disappeared. 

Similar boats have left construction materials near islands 
the Philippines claims. Sabban has promptly cleared them, 
because when this happened on Mischief Reef in 1995, the 
Chinese erected a structure almost overnight, and now have a 
permanent presence there. It’s just 130 nautical miles from the 
Philippines, but more than 600 from China. 

According to the International Law of the Sea, a country’s 
Exclusive Economic Zone extends 200 miles from its shores. 
But China maintains it has a historical claim to islands even 
farther away, because it found them and named them first. 

“In layman’s terms, it’s absurd, unbelievable,” Sabban 
scoffed. 

He pointed out that the Philippines can also cite historical 
records of its fishermen who went to China. 

“So are we also legalized to claim the South China Sea?” 
he asked. 

Sabban sees China’s assertiveness in the South China Sea 
as being less about protecting questionable historical claims 
and more about the fact that the Philippines and Vietnam are 
both opening up waters they claim to foreign companies. Shell 
and Chevron are already active in the Philippines, and the 
country is soliciting bids for 15 more offshore exploration 
blocks. 

“This year, there will be more drilling in the West 
Philippine Sea, and we expect that by the end of this year, 
more rigs will be in place,” Sabban said. 

Protecting an oil rig will be one of the military exercises 
the Philippines does with the U.S. military this spring. A 
Philippines delegation was just in Washington last week to 
talk about enhanced U.S. military support. Admiral Jonathan 
Greenert, Chief of Naval Operations, addressed U.S. interests 
in the area at the Center for a New American Security in 
Washington last month. 

“This area is vital to the United States,” Greenert said. 
“It’s been an area vital to our navy and our focus for decades, 
because of our economy, our trade routes.” 

Greenert said the challenge is to keep those trade routes 
open, while keeping belligerence to a minimum. 

“How do you have a conversation with someone who is 
insistent that you’re in the wrong place? You either stop 
talking, or you keep talking, and you watch how you ratchet 
up the rhetoric,” he said. 

China’s view is that the United States should mind its 
own business and stay out of the South China Sea. In 
November, Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesman Liu Weimin 
said, disputes in the South China Sea should be resolved 
through consultation between involved sovereign states. He 
added that any interference from outside forces would only 
“complicate matters.” 

China would rather point out, one-on-one, to the 
Philippines that the $30 billion in trade it has with China could 
double in a couple of years. On the other hand, China could 
punish it, as the Communist Party-owned newspaper The 
Global Times has suggested, for turning to the U.S. for more 
military muscle to counter China’s claims. The Global Times 
also suggested that the “little countries” in the region should 
stop challenging China’s interests, or they’ll "hear the roar of 
cannon fire." 

“The Chinese shouldn’t be telling us to get used to that,” 
Sabban said. “We have been hearing the sound of cannons for 
40 years.” 

Sabban cited the Vietnam War as an example of a small 
country can holding out against a superpower, when its core 
interests are at stake. It can hold out even better — when 
another superpower stands ready to come to its aid. 

Listen to Audio (RT: 7:39) 
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16. Old Weapons, New Threats Fuel India Military Rise 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 02 FEB 12) ... Giles Hewitt 

NEW DELHI — India’s planned purchase of 126 fighters 
from France’s Dassault marks the latest stage in a huge 

military procurement cycle that has turned the world’s largest 
democracy into its biggest arms importer. 



 17

The final Dassault contract is expected to be worth $12 
billion, and India is preparing further big-ticket purchases over 
the coming years, including helicopters and artillery. 

In a report to be published next week, Jane’s Defence 
Weekly forecasts that India’s aggregate defense procurement 
spending between 2011 and 2015 will top $100 billion. 

What is less clear — and the subject of some heated 
debate — is why New Delhi is so hungry for costly modern 
weaponry and where the country’s strategic priorities lie. 

Some argue that India is simply playing catch-up and 
using its growing economic wealth to effect a pragmatic, long-
overdue overhaul of a military arsenal still loaded with near-
obsolete, Soviet-era hardware. 

But others sense a more combative impulse driven by the 
military modernization efforts of its rivals and neighbors 
Pakistan and China, as well as the need to secure energy 
resources and supply lines outside its borders. 

In testimony Jan. 31 to a Senate Select Committee, the 
director of U.S. national intelligence, James Clapper, said 
India was increasingly concerned about China’s posture on 
their disputed border and the wider South Asia region. 

“The Indian military is strengthening its forces in 
preparation to fight a limited conflict along the disputed 
border and is working to balance Chinese power projection in 
the Indian Ocean,” Clapper said. 

In order to secure the modern weaponry it needs to 
buttress its defense imperatives, India has little choice but to 
spend big in the global arms market. 

Its long-stated ambition of sourcing 70 percent of defense 
equipment from the home market has been hampered by weak 
domestic production — the result of the stifling impact of 
excessive bureaucracy. 

Consequently, statistics from the Ministry of Defence 
show that India still imports 70 percent of its defense 
hardware. 

“Where India has had some success is in joint ventures 
and building foreign equipment under license,” said James 
Hardy, Asia-Pacific analyst at Jane’s — a respected industry 
publication. “The licensed production route seems to be 
working and at this point in India’s development is a good 
way of overcoming the bureaucratic challenges of indigenous 
production.” 

The proposed contract with Dassault envisages the 
purchase of 18 Rafale aircraft, with the remaining 108 to be 
built in India. 

India’s need for a multi-combat fighter is partially based 
on its geographical size, which spans several operational 
theaters with wildly varying topographies. 

“The aircraft — they just get worn out,” said Hardy. 
“They want aircraft that can fly, land and take off anywhere 
from the Himalayas to the deserts of Rajasthan.” 

Although the Indian Army has traditionally taken the 
lion’s share of the national procurement budget, the focus has 
begun to shift in recent years toward the air force and navy. 

In December, Russia handed over a nuclear-powered 
attack submarine to India on a 10-year lease — a deal greeted 
with alarm and anger by Pakistan. 

The Akula II-class craft is the first nuclear-powered 
submarine to be operated by India since it decommissioned its 
last Soviet-built vessel in 1991. 

India is currently completing the development of its own 
Arihant-class nuclear-powered submarine, and the Russian 
delivery is expected to help crews train for the domestic 
vessel’s introduction into service next year. 

India is particularly keen to strengthen its maritime 
capabilities given China’s pursuit of a powerful “blue water” 
navy, which Delhi sees as a threat to key shipping routes in the 
Indian Ocean and Indian energy assets in the South China Sea. 

But many Indian observers reject suggestions that India is 
even thinking of getting into an arms race with China. 

“The Chinese have a huge, huge lead. They are in a 
different league,” said strategic analyst Uday Bhaskar. “The 
gap in conventional terms and [weapons of mass destruction] 
is so wide in China’s favor that it’s just not valid to say India 
is trying to catch up or seek any kind of equivalence. 

“India is simply seeking what it sees as a level of self-
sufficiency and is being constrained by its modest outlay and a 
decision-making process that drives everyone up the wall. 
That’s why we top of the list of arms-importing nations,” 
Bhaskar said. 

China, meanwhile, seems content to gently mock what the 
Communist Party mouthpiece, the People’s Daily, in 
December described as the “persecution mania” driving 
India’s military modernization. 
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17. Russia To Build 6 Submarines Annually – Deputy PM 
(RIA NOVOSTI 02 FEB 12) 

SEVERODVINSK - Russia will start producing six 
submarines and one aircraft carrier annually starting in 2013, 
Deputy Prime Minister Dmitry Rogozin said on Thursday. 

“By 2013, production capacity [at Russian shipyards] will 
allow us to build six submarines and an aircraft carrier every 
year,” Rogozin told reporters, adding that the number includes 
both nuclear and diesel-powered submarines. 

As a result, the production output will surpass that of the 
Soviet era when Russia built an average of five submarines 
annually, he said. 

Rogozin earlier said the production had been bogged 
down in the past by a lack of financing, outdated equipment 
and a shortage of skilled labor. 

Russia is planning to build eight Borey class strategic 
submarines and up to 10 Graney class attack subs by 2020. 

Disposal of Russian Third Generation Nuclear Subs 
Suspended 

Russia has decided to suspend the planned disposal of 
third-generation strategic nuclear submarines currently in 
service with the Navy, Deputy Prime Minister Dmitry 
Rogozin said on Thursday. 

“The most successful projects will undergo two repairs 
instead of one. The subs' period of service will be extended to 
30-35 years instead of the current 25,” Rogozin told 
journalists. 

He also said Akula (Typhoon) class submarines will be 
upgraded and their electronics and armaments replaced every 
seven years. 

According to Rogozin, this will help gain time until all 
eight Borey class strategic submarines are deployed by 2020. 
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The deputy premier also said a naval vessel construction 
development program for the next 30 years is expected to be 

worked out soon. 
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18. Britain Vows To Step Up Fight Against Somali Terrorism, Piracy 
(VOICE OF AMERICA 02 FEB 12) ... Mohammed Yusuf 

In a visit to Somalia's capital of Mogadishu Thursday, 
British Foreign Secretary William Hague promised to step up 
the fight against terrorism and piracy. Hague is the first British 
foreign secretary to visit the war-ravaged city in two decades. 

Secretary Hague's visit comes during a time of relative 
peace and security in Mogadishu, since African Union 
(AMISOM) troops and forces of Somalia's Transitional 
Federal Government (TFG) pushed al-Shabab out of the 
capital last month. 

Hague announced that Britain has appointed its first 
ambassador to Somalia in more than two decades. Matt Baugh 
will serve as London's new senior envoy to Somalia and will 
be based in Kenya until security conditions allow an embassy 
to be built in Mogadishu. 

Hague said the British government is well-prepared to do 
more to stabilize Somalia and to create more legitimacy and 
accountability in the political institutions. 

“With the further expansion of the AMISOM forces, of 
which we hope will be agreed at the United Nation, for 
countries to work effectively together to counter terrorism and 
piracy, and to highlight the need for effective humanitarian 
and development aid in the future," he said. "Again so this 
country can succeed in a way that it has not been possible over 
the last two decades.” 

In less than three weeks, the British government will host 
an international conference on Somalia in London, chaired by 
British Prime Minister David Cameron. More than 40 
countries and international organizations are expected to 
attend the conference to address Somalia’s future. 

Adjoa Anyimadu, the assistant Africa Program researcher 
for Chatham House, a foreign policy institute in London, said 

Hague is sending a message on behalf of the international 
community that they have an interest in peace in Somalia and 
they are willing to talk to Somali people about finding a 
solution. 

“There is more feeling in the international community to 
spear a united approach to help Somalia solve its problems," 
she said. "Especially within the last year, when famine 
affected large part of Somalia, a lot of high-level officials 
from all over the world have taken real interest in what is 
going on there and are trying to come together to help Somalia 
find a solution, particularly as the TFG mandate expires in 
August.” 

She also said there is an understanding within the 
international community that Somalia's political problems 
cannot be solved without involving Somalis in the discussion. 

Secretary Hague says there is a future for Somalia and its 
people and the conference will be an important moment in the 
Somalia's history. 

The country has not had a functioning central government 
since President Mohammed Siad Barre was overthrown in 
1991. 

Despite recent victories over militant group al-Shabab, the 
transitional government asserts little authority outside 
Mogadishu, enabling pirates to operate on the country's 
coastline, while al-Shabab continues to control areas of central 
and southern Somalia. 

Hopes for a turnaround have been hampered by infighting 
in the government. The country has gone through several 
prime ministers in the last few years, and lawmakers recently 
exchanged punches in parliament because of a dispute over the 
speaker. 
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19. NATO To Base Missile-Shield Command In Germany 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 02 FEB 12) 

BRUSSELS — NATO will locate the command center 
for its U.S.-.led missile shield at the alliance air base in 
Ramstein, Germany, a diplomat told AFP on Feb. 2. 

“The command for the NATO missile shield will be based 
at the NATO base in Ramstein,” the diplomat said on 
condition of anonymity as alliance defense ministers began 
two days of talks in Brussels. 

The center will be operational following a Chicago 
summit in May, the source added. 

NATO already announced last year that Spain would host 
U.S. ships with interceptor missiles, and an early warning 
radar system will be based in Turkey. 

Land-based interceptors will be located in Romania by 
2015 and in Poland by 2018, when the system is expected to 
be fully operational. 

The United States insists that the missile shield aims to 
counter missile threats from Iran, but Russia has voiced 
concerns that it would target its own strategic deterrent. 

German Defense Minister Thomas de Maiziere did not 
confirm the Ramstein decision, but he indicated that his 

country could contribute 24 Patriot missiles to the missile 
shield. 

“Germany can imagine to put the Patriot missiles that are 
in Germany at the disposal of that system,” he told reporters 
on arrival at NATO headquarters. 

He also suggested that Ramstein will still play an 
important role after the U.S. military reduces its troop 
presence in Europe. 

“Germany will be the most important, strategically 
meaningful deployment of the United States in Europe. We 
appreciate that. And Ramstein is part of that with its strategic 
importance for the air forces,” de Maiziere said. 

The U.S. announced last month plans to complete the 
withdrawal of two of its four army brigades stationed in 
Europe in 2014. 

Each of the heavy brigade combat teams has 3,800 troops. 
There are some 81,000 U.S. troops in Europe, according 

to Pentagon data released in September 2011. About half of 
them are army troops stationed in Germany. 
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PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
20. USFF Requests Volunteers For Afloat Forward Staging Base 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 02 FEB 12) ... U.S. Fleet Forces Public Affairs 

NORFOLK -- U.S. Fleet Forces Command (USFF) beagn 
requesting volunteers from USFF activities to man the soon-
to-be redesignated USS Ponce (LPD 15) for operations in the 
U.S. Central Command (USCENTCOM) Area of 
Responsibility (AOR), Feb. 2. 

USS Ponce will serve as an Afloat Forward Staging Base 
(AFSB), instead of its orginal plan to decommission in March. 
Ponce will deploy this summer in order to fulfill a long-
standing request for an AFSB in the USCENTCOM AOR. 

According to Capt. Cynthia Womble, USFF assistant 
deputy chief of staff for Fleet Personnel Development and 
Allocation, this is a great opportunity for some hard-charging 
Sailors to be on the leading edge of a new program. 

"This really is an excellent opportunity for Sailors step 
out of their comfort zone and be a part of something really 
unique. The AFSB is a concept that has been floated for quite 
some time now and the Sailors who volunteer for this mission 
are going to be the ones who have the greatest impact on the 
future of this program," said Womble. "In today's very 
competitive environment this type of assignment could make a 
difference in a Sailor's career options and promotion 
opportunities." 

As AFSB(I) 15 (I for "Interim"), the warship will be 
commanded by a Navy captain and manned by a combined 
crew of officers, enlisted Sailors, and Military Sealift 
Command (MSC) government civilian mariners. Ponce will 

remain homeported at Naval Station Norfolk, with volunteer 
officers and Sailors serving on the ship under Individual 
Augmentees (IA) orders. Tour lengths will be 12 months. 

While deployed, Ponce will support Mine Counter 
Measure and Coastal Patrol (PC) ships, and aircraft operations 
with the capability to support multiple mission packages as 
detachments when requested by USCENTCOM and/or U.S. 
5th Fleet. 

Commands with interested Sailors and officers should 
reference USFF message 250920Z JAN 12 REQUEST FOR 
VOLUNTEERS TO MAN AFLOAT FORWARD STAGING 
BASE. A link to the message is contained on the USFF 
website www.cffc.navy.mil. 

Selected Sailors will serve a one-year tour aboard and 
receive IA credit for their tour. They will be eligible for Sea 
Pay and family separation allowance in addition to other 
special pays appropriate to duties in their operating location. 

The majority of the Navy crew will be filled with, but not 
limited to, information systems technicians (IT), electronics 
technicians (ET), fire controlmen (FC), operations specialists 
(OS), gunner's mates (GM) and seamen. 

For screening purposes, volunteers are required to 
satisfactorily screen for sea duty. 

Nominee information is required via the Individual's 
Chain of Command to USFF NLT 9 Feb. 2012. 

Return to Index 
 

21. Tuskegee Airman Son, Navy Captain Speaks At NSWC PCD Black History Month Ceremony 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 02 FEB 12) ... Jacqui L. Barker, Naval Surface Warfare Center Panama City Division Public Affairs 

PANAMA CITY, Fla. -- The son of a Tuskegee Airman 
and commanding officer of Naval Surface Warfare Center 
Port Hueneme Division (NSWC PHD) served as the Naval 
Surface Warfare Center Panama City Division (NSWC PCD) 
Black History Month keynote speaker Feb. 1. 

Capt. William DeBow is the son of Lt. Col. Charles H. 
DeBow Jr., who is a member of the first graduating class of 
five Tuskegee Airmen pilots. Lt. Col. DeBow served in the 
U.S. Army Air Corps and flew 52 combat missions during 
World War II. 

The 2012 Black History Month theme is "Black Women 
in American Culture and History." This is the nation's 68th 
anniversary of the observance. NSWC PHD's commanding 
officer said he believes Black History Month embraces the 
Navy and the nation's history. 

"Black History Month captures the essence of Navy core 
values and highlights the individual initiative, integrity, 
responsibility and the wherewithal to create success. This 
embodies not only black history, but Navy and American 
history. It is this success that leads to the greatness of the 
United States of America." 

DeBow addressed the NSWC PCD family highlighting 
the historic relationship between prosperity and the values of 
honor, courage, and commitment in the American black 
experience. He also emphasized the important role diversity 

plays in mission success in all professional arenas of the 
workplace. 

"As you remember the words of Dr. Martin Luther King 
who stated that he hoped his children would not be judged by 
the color of their skin, but by the content of their character, I 
don't think there is any place you could work other than the 
military that can do this more effectively," said Cmdr. Robert 
Hoar, executive officer, NSWC PCD. "When a group of 
people are unified with one purpose, all other things like race, 
creed, color, sex, religion ... they all melt away into 
insignificance. All that you are left with is an individual and 
their abilities. The great thing about events like these is that 
we get to celebrate the cultures that went into developing 
those abilities." 

DeBow, an Officer Candidate School graduate, is a 2009 
distinguished graduate of the Industrial College of the Armed 
Forces and the National Defense University, having earned a 
Master of Science degree in National Resource Strategy and 
the Senior Acquisition Course certificate. He also holds a 
Master of Science degree in Systems Technology (Joint 
Command, Control, and Communication) and is Systems 
Engineering Level III certified. 

The event, hosted by NSWC PCD's Diversity Council, 
also featured a poetry reading of "Backbone," by Neyra 
Anderson-Spikes, and welcoming remarks by NSWC PCD 
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Diversity Council African American Black Employment 
Program Manager Dr. Jermaine Kennedy. Kennedy is also a 
NSWC PCD research physicist. 

That same day, Panama City Mayor Greg Brudnicki 
proclaimed February 2012 Black History Month. Members of 
the NSWC PCD Diversity Council were on hand for the 
proclamation signing. 

Kennedy said the Mayor's proclamation is important to 
the local community because it raises a collective community 
consciousness about the historic contributions of African 
Americans. 

"The importance is that this function urges all citizens to 
extend recognition and honor during this month as well as 
throughout the year to African Americans for outstanding 
achievements and contributions to our nation. It is an event 
that was established to reignite the remembrance of important 
people and events in the history of the African diaspora," 
Kennedy said. 

NSWC PCD is a leader in littoral warfare and coastal 
defense. 
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22. NMCB 74 Project: Great For Naval Air Station, Better For Training Seabees 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 02 FEB 12) ... Chief Mass Communication Specialist Scott B. Boyle, 25th Naval Construction Regiment 
Public Affairs 

CORPUS CHRISTI, Texas -- Training to be a Seabee 
requires more than studying manuals or sitting in a classroom. 
To excel in all aspects of construction, today's Seabees need 
real world, hands-on experience. The Construction Training 
Exercise (CTX) is designed for that very purpose. 

Naval Mobile Construction Battalion (NMCB) 74, from 
Gulfport, Miss., has a team of 21 Seabees building a boat 
ramp to support Naval Air Station (NAS) Corpus Christi, 
Texas. The homeport project gives Seabees an opportunity to 
maintain their core construction skills outside of a classroom, 
while also improving quality of life conditions at the base. 

"It gives them a sense of ownership and they are enjoying 
what they are doing," said project Assistant Officer-in-Charge 
Senior Chief Construction Electrician Raquel Jeffers. "It gets 
them out of the classroom and they get the hands-on 
experience. To see them work through the challenges is really 
rewarding," she said. 

CTX projects give Seabees on-the-job training, while also 
exposing them to the elements outside the rigid controls of the 
classroom. Steelworker 3rd Class Alan Moiles said the boat 
ramp project is complex but it gives the young Seabees a great 
opportunity to improve their skills. 

"It's very different since we don't get the mud and the 
water in the classroom," he said. "I've done rebar work before, 
but nothing like this." 

In the classroom, even during the labs in class, everything 
is controlled said Construction Electrician 2nd Class Joshua 
Guerreiro, the project crew leader. 

"The things we have encountered out here, building the 
boat ramp, the demolition, the rain and mud, it has made us 
think outside the box and come up with things they don't teach 
you in the classroom to overcome obstacles." 

Jeffers said learning to adapt and overcome 
environmental changes, while still completing a project, is a 
skill all Seabees need. The different skills needed to build the 
boat ramp also translate to projects Seabees take on during 
deployments, such as building schools and airfields. Practicing 

those skills during homeport projects makes the Seabees more 
efficient when they are in harsh, deployed environments. 

"Most everybody on this crew has come out of the desert, 
so we're good at building Southwest Asia (SWA) huts," 
Guerreiro said. "This project will give us a lot of rebar work, a 
lot of concrete work, things we have never done before and it 
will really expand our skills." 

NAS Corpus Christi Public Works Officer, Lt. Cmdr. 
Craig Clutts, sees the project as a great training opportunity 
for the battalion Seabees. 

"In my two years with NMCB 74, back in 2006-07, we 
were deployed to Iraq, Afghanistan and Guam," Clutts said. 
"We had three personnel out of 600 trained to oversee quality 
control of overhead concrete pours, the type of work these 
Seabees are executing on this base today." 

The quality of life improvement on the base is also a big 
part of the CTX concept since these projects, while giving the 
Seabees an invaluable training experience, also leave 
something behind the customers can use. 

Clutts said the base on Corpus Christi has lost several 
units over the past few years and this boat ramp will be 
extremely important in supporting base operations and 
Morale, Welfare and Recreation's mission of supporting the 
service members stationed there. 

"This project will revitalize MWR for the base," Clutts 
said. 

Since the project began, Jan. 4, 2012, people working on 
NAS Corpus Christi have been clear in their appreciation for 
the Seabees' efforts. 

"Everyone knows us now," Moiles said. "They see the 
uniform, and there aren't a lot of Seabees here, so they are 
really appreciative of what we do." 

"Every day we get praise out here, people saying 
'Seabees, we can't thank you enough,'" Jeffers added. "It is a 
big morale boost." 

The NAS Corpus Christi boat ramp project, scheduled for 
completion May 2012, is just one of several CTXs planned or 
ongoing at bases throughout the continental United States. 
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23. Naval Academy Seniors To Choose Ships 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 02 FEB 12) 

ANNAPOLIS, Md. — It’s a big night for some seniors at 
the U.S. Naval Academy. 

About 280 seniors who will be surface warfare officers 
when they graduate are scheduled to choose the ships where 
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they will first serve during a ceremony Thursday night in 
Annapolis. 

It’s known as Ship Selection Night at the academy. 

The annual ceremony represents a major milestone for 
midshipmen before they join the fleet after graduation and 
commissioning. 

Midshipmen are allowed to make their choice by order of 
merit. That takes into account academic performance. 
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24. Navy Tax Centers Open For Tax Preparation 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 02 FEB 12) ... Dania Bardavid, Office of the Judge Advocate General Public Affairs 

WASHINGTON -- More than 100 Navy Tax Assistance 
Centers around the world are now open for business, ready to 
assist Sailors and their family members with their taxes. 

Tax Assistance Centers provide Sailors, retirees and their 
dependent family members, as well as Reservists in limited 
cases, and DoD civilians overseas or deployed with the U.S. 
Armed Forces, the ability to get help with their taxes for free 
by IRS-trained volunteers. 

The purpose of this program is to help out Sailors, 
primarily junior enlisted Sailors and their dependents, by 
providing a means for them to get their taxes done at no cost. 
It is a great service that takes care of the Sailor so that they 
can focus on accomplishing their mission. 

Navy tax assistance centers are a terrific resource for 
Sailors to get free assistance with their taxes almost anywhere 
around the globe and afloat. Sailors who electronically file 
their taxes at our tax centers can expect to receive their refund 
within 8-15 days. 

During the 2010 income tax season, Navy volunteers with 
the VITA/ELF program filed more than 58,000 federal and 
state tax returns, saving service members and their family 
members more than $6.9 million in commercial tax 
preparation fees. The tax centers expedited $75 million in tax 
refunds, with 59% of those for pay grades E-1 to E-6. 

This year, Naval Legal Service Command is transitioning 
to self-service tax assistance at its tax assistance centers within 
the continental U.S. and Hawaii. This will not affect overseas 
locations and Guam or tax assistance at most fleet-run sites. 

The self-service program educates Sailors on tax 
preparation and promotes self-reliance and financial 
accountability, a life-long skill. 

Under self-service, Sailors and their families file their 
own tax returns using free tax filing software on computers 
established in Navy tax centers with the assistance of IRS-
trained volunteers. 

Taxes are submitted electronically, and refunds are 
deposited directly into a Sailor's bank account on an average 
of two weeks from the date of transmission. 

Sailors using a tax assistance center will save money. 
Commercial tax preparation companies charge on average, 
more than $170 for the average electronically-filed return. 
There is no charge for VITA/self-service tax preparation. 

Using a tax assistance center also reduces errors that can 
occur when preparing taxes on your own. Tax center 
volunteers are trained and certified by the IRS and are very 
knowledgeable on how to prepare your taxes. 

Sailors using a tax center will also avoid being marketed a 
short-term, high-interest loan that they do not need by tax 
preparation companies. 

Taxes are due this year April 17, and tax assistance 
centers in the U.S. will be open through this date to 
accommodate Sailors. 

Sailors overseas will receive an automatic two-month 
extension to file their taxes; so overseas VITA centers will 
stay open for that time. 

Sailors deployed to a combat zone or who are part of a 
contingency operation get an automatic extension to file their 
taxes for at least 180 days upon their return. Tax assistance 
centers in large fleet concentration and ECRC areas such as 
Norfolk and San Diego assist Sailors who are returning from a 
deployment year-round. 

Sailors who wish to file 'married filing jointly' and who 
wish to file their tax return electronically must be present with 
their spouse to sign the required forms. If their spouse cannot 
be present, they will need a valid power of attorney for tax 
preparation. 

Sailors who are deployed to a combat zone and wish to 
file 'married filing jointly' but did not give their spouse a 
power of attorney may still file their taxes. The spouse must 
attach a signed statement explaining that the Sailor is currently 
serving in a combat zone. 

The VITA program and self-service program is available 
to those who qualify for legal assistance, including active duty 
military and their dependent family members, retirees and 
their dependent family members, Reservists in certain 
circumstances and Department of Defense civilians in limited 
circumstances when overseas, in a combat zone or on a 
contingency operation. 

A complete list of U.S. Navy tax assistance centers is 
available online by accessing the Navy JAG website, and 
clicking the banner at the bottom of the home page for tax 
information. 

Return to Index 
 

25. NAVFAC Announces 2012 Engineers Of The Year 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 02 FEB 12) ... Don Rochon, Naval Facilities Engineering Command Public Affairs 

WASHINGTON -- Commander, Naval Facilities 
Engineering Command announced the 2012 NAVFAC 
military and civilian Engineers of the Year award recipients 
Feb. 2. 

Rear Adm. Christopher J. Mossey announced Senior Civil 
Engineer Bruce Seamans, NAVFAC Atlantic in Norfolk, Va., 

as the Civilian Engineer of the Year; and Lt. Christopher 
Casne, Facilities Engineering Acquisition Division (FEAD) 
team leader, NAVFAC Hawaii, as the Military Engineer of the 
Year. 

"These two civil engineers represent the best of the 
Navy," said NAVFAC Chief Engineer and Director of Capital 
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Improvements Joseph Gott. "Their accomplishments directly 
contributed to the success of our supported commanders and 
distinguished them among their peers." 

Seamans served as the chief engineer for the Kandahar 
Provincial Reconstruction Team and Regional Command 
South from August 2010 to July 2011. While traveling with 
units throughout his area of operations, he provided 
engineering assessments of potential projects, and simplified 
complex and technical advice to both International Security 
Assistance Forces (ISAF) and Afghan villagers. 

He provided engineering input on more than 50 projects 
that contributed to stability in Kandahar, and served as the 
subject matter expert in meetings with the Kandahar governor 
and city mayor. 

Seamans received a Bachelor of Science in Engineering 
Technology and a master's degree in Engineering Management 
from Old Dominion University, Va. 

Casne's engineering achievements included the 
development of operational readiness orders for six military 
commands, logistical support for two naval mobile 

construction battalions, critical construction oversight for Joint 
Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam (JBPHH) in Hawaii, and 
sustainable development for the Navy's shore infrastructure. 

He served as the NAVFAC Hawaii FEAD team leader for 
13 construction projects valued at more than $31 million in 
support of the Pacific Fleet Seabees, which allowed them to 
forward deploy at a significantly higher operational rating. 

He also managed the construction execution of 72 
projects valued at more than $175 million for JBPHH, 
including two Leadership in Energy and Environmental 
Design (LEED) projects with a "net zero" energy rating. 

Seamans and Casne will represent NAVFAC in the 
competition for the 2012 Federal Engineer of the Year Award 
and are among the top 10 finalists in the competition. 

The Federal Engineer of the Year is selected by a panel of 
judges established by the National Society of Professional 
Engineers. Agency winners, the top 10 finalists, and the 
individual selected to win the Federal Engineer of the Year 
Award will be recognized at the National Press Club in 
Washington, D.C., Feb. 23. 
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26. NAVFAC Pacific Announces 2012 Federal Engineer Of The Year 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 02 FEB 12) ... Krista K. Catian, Naval Facilities Engineering Command Public Affairs 

PEARL HARBOR -- Naval Facilities Engineering 
Command (NAVFAC) Pacific Commander Rear Admiral 
Kate Gregory presented Clint Hashiba with the 2012 Federal 
Engineer of the Year award Feb. 1 at NAVFAC Pacific 
headquarters. 

From an elite group of nominees, Hashiba, NAVFAC 
Pacific Capital Improvements Cost and Specs Engineering 
branch electrical engineer, was selected based on his 
education, professional registration, continuing education, 
professional and technical society activities, awards and 
honors, civic and humanitarian activities and engineering 
achievements. 

"This award recognizes the complete dedication and hard 
work performed by Clint to enable our Supported 
Commanders as they accomplish their mission," said 
NAVFAC Pacific Vice Commander Capt. Pete Lynch. "Clint's 
professionalism and technical acumen are highlighted in this 
award and his talents and capabilities are reflected in all of our 
employees at NAVFAC Pacific. Our team of competent 
professionals work diligently each and every day to support 
our war fighters." 

Hashiba is the principal engineer responsible for 
preparation and review of DD1391 documentation required for 
Congressional approval of the Military Construction Program 
(MILCON) for over $300 million yearly and DD1391 
preparation for the Guam Defense Policy Review Initiative 
program totaling more than $1 billion. 

He is also a member of the NAVFAC Consistency 
Review Board, which meets annually and reviews all 
MILCON DD1391 documents across the NAVFAC 
corporation. As a member of the original MILCON Team 
Planning and Programming Process improvements team, 
Hashiba helped develop improvements to the MILCON 
documentation process that are used today. 

"Clint has shown tremendous support as both a leader and 
team player and is well-deserving of this award," said Lynch. 

"It is truly a great honor to receive this recognition from 
NAVFAC Pacific and the National Society of Professional 
Engineers," said Hashiba. "To be selected as the top among 
numerous engineers is such a great accomplishment and it is 
extremely rewarding." 
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27. Dahlgren Training Center Announces Its Civilian Of The Year 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 02 FEB 12) ... Kimberly M. Lansdale, Center for Surface Combat Systems 

DAHLGREN, Va. -- The Center for Surface Combat 
System's (CSCS) Aegis Training and Readiness Center 
(ATRC) announced it top civilian employee Feb. 2. 

Sherri Stein, a purchase card administrator, was 
recognized as the 2011 ATRC Civilian of the Year. 

"Sherri's dedication to the staff at ATRC, and throughout 
the Center for Surface Combat Systems (CSCS) domain, is 
second to none and validated by comments made by people 
she supported throughout the year," said Stein's supervisor 
Craig Morrison, ATRC's Training Readiness director. 

Stein manages and oversees ATRC's training directorate's 
government commercial purchase card program, ensuring the 

program is in accordance with Department of Defense and 
Department of the Navy policies, procedures and regulations. 
This includes ensuring staff members are properly trained, 
appointed and capable of performing their duties. 

Stein also provides general oversight of CSCS 
detachments that have purchase card programs include 
monitoring, providing direction and compiling reports to 
Naval Education and Training Command (NETC), CSCS' 
parent command. 

Stein was very appreciative when she learned she was 
selected. 
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"I was stunned at first, but very grateful," Stein said. "I 
monitor the accounts regularly for any potential issues and 
make certain they are current and accurate. I perform monthly 
transactional reviews on the cardholder's statements and 
required paperwork, and take appropriate action on non-
compliance issues." 

Stein is very engaged in the command outside of her 
primary responsibilities. She is also ATRC's supply officer, 
telecommunications control officer, and manages the contract 
for cell phones, blackberries and air cards. 

"It's apparent she takes her responsibilities very seriously, 
and it's evident in her vigilant management of important and 
critical telecommunication and purchase card programs," 
Morrison said. "Ms. Stein's professionalism, dedication and 
obvious desire to provide the very best in customer service are 
obvious by the smooth daily operations of ATRC's supply 
division. The words 'proficient,' 'reliable' and 'dedicated' 
describe her and are the foundation of our supply system that 
is at the pinnacle of distinction." 

Stein says she enjoys being part of the ATRC community. 
"I find great satisfaction in providing an answer to a 

question or helping to find a resolution to a problem," Stein 
said. 

ATRC's traditional school house instruction is delivered 
24 hours a day, five days a week. Nearly 1,200 enlisted fire 
controlmen and 550 surface warfare, limited duty and aviation 
officers graduate annually. 

Military instructors are typically fleet returnees who bring 
relevant, recent experience to the classroom. Contracted 
instructors are typically prior Aegis Sailors who provide 
continuity to the instructional staff. Electronic classrooms, 
electronic technical manuals, and long-range connectivity 
allow for continued expansion of the quantity and quality of 
training to meet growing training requirements. ATRC's 
ongoing efforts include examining new technologies and 
training methods for innovative, less costly ways to train to 
meet new challenges and needs of the United States Navy. 
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28. Navy Discharges 8 Sailors Over Possible Hazing Incident 
Discharged Sailor Claims Alleged Hazing Was 'Roughhousing' 
(KGTV ABC SAN DIEGO 02 FEB 12) ... John Carroll 

SAN DIEGO -- U.S. Navy officials discharged eight 
Sailors from the USS Bonhomme Richard for an alleged 
incident of hazing and assault. 

One of the discharged Sailors told 10News Thursday he 
believes the Navy rushed to judgment and had the video to 
prove it. 

The Sailor, "Bill," showed 10News video of several 
Sailors in what appeared to be a locker room area aboard the 
ship. Two of the Sailors, dressed in blue camouflage uniforms, 
are shown wrestling. One was clearly in control at the outset, 
but that changed as the other Sailor gained control. A few 
seconds later, the Sailor first in control taps out, and then both 
Sailors walked away, appearing not to be injured. 

The Navy said one of those Sailors later complained to a 
ship doctor about being injured. He said he passed out and 
suffered painful injuries. 

"He said that he passed out in the process, in the middle 
of wrestling, but like other people that was there … that didn't 
occur," Bill said. 

Bill said he told Navy investigators that it was just a case 
of roughhousing, but he told 10News investigators refused to 
hear him out. 

Navy officials told 10News an investigation was launched 
after the alleged victim went to the doctor. That investigation 

ended up with Bill and seven others receiving general 
discharges. 

However, Bill claimed the alleged victim lied to 
investigators and added, "They questioned him and he didn't 
want to get in trouble so he put the blame on everybody else." 

Bill said the Navy rushed to judgment without having all 
the facts, but Navy officials countered that the ship's 
commanding officer did a thorough investigation. Navy 
officials also said the commanding officer was simply 
following the military's Uniform Code of Justice, which 
compels him to maintain good order and discipline on the 
ship. 

Bill said even though the victim said he passed out, the 
video shows something else. 

"Nobody passed out, nobody was injured," Bill said. 
Bill contends the careers of eight Sailors were cut short 

because of one Sailor's lies. 
Navy officials told 10News that even though the Sailors 

have been discharged, the investigation is not yet complete. 
10News learned the Sailors have an opportunity to appeal, 

but one Navy official was unsure whether any of the Sailors 
have pursued that course of action. 

View Clip (RT: 2:40) 
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29. It Pays To Retire As Military's Top Brass 
Some can make more in pensions than pay 
(USA TODAY 03 FEB 12) ... Tom Vanden Brook 

A change in federal law to keep experienced officers in 
uniform allows top generals and admirals to make more in 
retirement than they did on active duty, Pentagon and 
congressional records show. 

The new pension rules were part of the 2007 Defense 
Authorization Act to address concerns that the military would 
lose too many experienced generals and admirals during 
wartime. 

Previously, the maximum annual pension was based on an 
officer's pay at 26 years of service. Now, a four-star officer 
retiring in 2011 with 38 years' experience would get a yearly 
pension of about $219,600, a jump of $84,000, or 63% beyond 
what was once allowed. A three-star officer with 35 years' 
experience would get about $169,200 a year, up about 
$39,000, or 30%. 
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The highest pension, $272,892, is paid to a retired four-
star officer with 43 years of service, according to the 
Pentagon. Before the law was changed, the typical pension for 
a retired four-star officer was $134,400. The top pay for an 
active-duty officer is capped at $179,900; housing and other 
allowances boost their compensation by another third. 

"These changes cumulatively provide consistent 
recognition across an individual's entire career, not just the 
first 26 years of service," Pentagon spokeswoman Eileen 
Lainez said. "This recognition also translates into increased 
readiness through the increased retention of our most 
experienced leaders." 

The Project on Government Oversight, which looks at 
waste in government, said the pensions were too much. 

"At a time when the Pentagon is struggling to pay for the 
men and women who actually fight wars, and is shrinking the 

size of its fighting force and civilian employees, it doesn't 
make sense to nearly double the size of a retired four-star's 
pension," said Nick Schwellenbach, director of investigations 
for the group. 

Defense Secretary Leon Panetta has said that retirement 
benefits will have to be re-examined in light of lean budgets in 
coming years. 

There are 146 three-star officers and 44 four-star officers 
receiving the higher pensions. 

Increasing pension payments to the most-senior officers is 
unlikely to encourage them to stay in the military, said Beth 
Asch, an expert at the RAND Corp. But, she said, it may 
entice younger officers to remain in the military if the future 
payoff for doing so is substantial. 
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FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
30. U.S. Navy Still Sees Savings On Its Version Of Northrop Drone 
(REUTERS 03 FEB 12) ... Andrea Shalal-Esa 

WASHINGTON - The U.S. Navy still hopes to find cost 
savings on its version of Northrop Grumman Corp's unmanned 
Global Hawk spy plane, despite concerns that the Pentagon's 
decision to scrap the Air Force model will eliminate promised 
economies of scale. 

Neither the Navy nor the Air Force are providing many 
details until the Pentagon's fiscal 2013 budget is released on 
February 13, but the Navy says both military services will 
continue to look for synergies on the unmanned aircraft 
programs. 

U.S. Navy spokeswoman Captain Cate Mueller declined 
comment on whether cancellation of the Air Force's Global 
Hawk Block 30 aircraft would raise the per-plane cost of the 
Navy's Broad Area Maritime Surveillance (BAMS) program. 

But she said the Navy and Air Force still jointly planned 
to base the BAMS and Global Hawk planes at overseas 
locations to eliminate redundant efforts and boost operational 
flexibility. Those plans would be reviewed when final budget 
decisions on the Global Hawk program were officially 
released, she said. 

"Additional synergy initiatives continue to be reviewed by 
a joint Navy/Air Force Synergies Working Group, which will 
generate cost savings for both programs," she added. 

Current plans call for the Navy to buy a total of 70 BAMS 
planes, including two test aircraft. 

The Air Force had been slated to buy a total of 31 Global 
Hawk Block 30s, which fly at 60,000 feet and can stay aloft 
for 24 hours, in addition to 13 earlier versions and 11 next-
generation Block 40s. The new plan calls for 10 fewer Block 
30 aircraft, with the rest of those models to be put in storage. 

The Air Force had planned to buy a total of 31 Global 
Hawk Block 30 aircraft for a total of about $2 billion. 
Fourteen have been delivered and have been used to gather 
intelligence over Iraq, Afghanistan and Libya, and for 
surveillance after natural disasters in Japan and Haiti. 

The U.S. Congress has the final say and some lawmakers 
have already questioned the decision, especially given the U.S. 
military's shifting focus to the Asia-Pacific region, where the 
Global Hawk's long reach would be a big asset. 

Analysts also wonder about the impact of the decision on 
the economies of scale that were promised when the Navy 
chose the Northrop drone to replace its P-3 spy plane. 

Loren Thompson, an analyst with the Lexington Institute, 
said the Air Force had made a budget-driven decision "but 
nobody thought through the consequences for the joint force." 

Analyst Byron Callan at Capital Alpha Partners said he 
expected some "howling" from lawmakers but predicted the 
Pentagon would prevail in the end, with any cost increases on 
the associated programs staying in the single-digit range. 

Decision "Thoroughly Analyzed" 
Cheryl Irwin, a spokeswoman for the Pentagon, said the 

cancellation decision -- and any consequences for other related 
programs -- had been "thoroughly analyzed." She declined 
further comment until after the fiscal 2013 budget is released. 

Northrop Chief Executive Wes Bush told analysts on 
Wednesday the company was disappointed by the decision 
and was taking its concerns directly to the Pentagon. 

"We will be working with the Pentagon to discuss 
alternatives that will ensure more cost-effective transition into 
production for the other programs that are based on Global 
Hawk," Bush said on a conference call. He declined to 
elaborate. 

Industry experts say the Air Force could face hundreds of 
millions of dollars in termination fees for cancelling the 
program, which the Pentagon already restructured last June. 

At the time, Ashton Carter, the Pentagon's acquisition 
chief, said the planes were needed for national security and 
blamed cost increases on unfunded requirements, additional 
needs for spares and support equipment, and an unrealistic 
schedule. 

Carter, now deputy defense secretary, told reporters last 
week the Block 30 version had been axed because it had 
"become too expensive in a resource-constrained 
environment." 

The company is trying to avoid a break in production at 
its Palmdale, California facility, where some 2,700 employees 
work on the overall program. It was not immediately clear 
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how many workers would be affected by the program 
cancellation. 

The last four Global Hawk Block 30 aircraft are in testing 
or final stages of production at the plant and there are no 
Block 40 planes in production anymore. 

The Navy's fiscal 2012 budget called for three planes to 
be ordered in fiscal 2013, and four each year in 2014-16. That 
means the factory could be idle for some time between orders. 

The Air Force has retired the first generation Block 10 
airplanes, but still flies some Global Hawk Block 20 models. 

The planes alone sell for about $30 million each, or 
around $65 million, including sensors and ground stations. 

Return to Index 
 

31. Navy's Newest Tactical Satellite Nearing Launch 
(DEFENSE DAILY 03 FEB 12) 

The first of the Navy's next generation of narrowband 
tactical satellites is set for launch later this month, with the 
entire constellation on course for operations within four years. 

The Mobile User Objective Satellite (MUOS) was loaded 
into its capsule last week ahead of the scheduled Feb. 16 lift-
off aboard an Atlas V rocket at Cape Canaveral, Fla. The 
launch will be carried out by United Launch Alliance, a joint 
venture between Lockheed Martin and Boeing. 

The MUOS program is intended to replace the Ultra High 
Frequency Follow-On system, boasting a 10 times greater 
communications capacity than its predecessor, said Lockheed 
Martin, the prime contractor for MUOS. The system is to 
provide mobile warfighters with point-to-point and netted 

communications services at enhanced data rates, the company 
said. 

The second MUOS system is planned for launch in early 
2013 with the following three systems, including a spare 
orbiter, to follow in each subsequent year. The constellation is 
set to become operational in 2015, said Michaela Rubala, a 
Lockheed Martin spokeswoman. 

The satellites feature dual payloads that upgrade military 
users to the MUOS wideband code division multiple access 
system while enabling concurrent operations for existing 
legacy users, Lockheed Martin said. 

Boeing and General Dynamics are subcontractors on the 
program. 

Return to Index 
 

32. Navy's 5th Fleet Receives Torpedo Upgrade 
(DEFENSE DAILY 03 FEB 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

The Navy's 5th Fleet has received software upgrades to 
the Mk 54 lightweight torpedoes under an urgent need to 
address a potential capability gap. 

Naval Sea Systems Command (NAVSEA) spent 18 
months producing the new software and completed installing 
it on the fleet of Mk54s this month under a request submitted 
by the Bahrain-based 5th Fleet, the command said. Mk54s are 

deployed on surface combatants and helicopters for anti-
submarine warfare. 

NAVSEA would not specify the capability gap the 
upgrade to the Raytheon -built torpedo sought to correct, nor 
whether it would be required for the rest of the Navy's arsenal 
of Mk-54s. 

The quick upgrade was enabled by the torpedo's open 
architecture design, NAVSEA said. 
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BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
33. Lawmakers Say Mayport Move Not Fiscally Prudent 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 03 FEB 12) ... Bill Bartel 

NORFOLK -Now that Defense Secretary Leon Panetta 
has proposed a new defense strategy that involves reducing 
military spending, Hampton Roads' four congressmen want 
him to abandon plans to move a Norfolk-based aircraft carrier 
to Mayport, Fla. 

In a letter to Panetta on Wednesday, the lawmakers said 
the secretary's recent announcement that he wants to retire 
several Navy ships and delay delivery of others in part 
because of budget concerns should also lead him to question 
the need for the Mayport relocation. The Navy wants to move 
the carrier in 2019. 

"Given the breadth of defense budget reductions now 
being applied across the department, and specifically to the 
U.S. Navy, we remain convinced that allocating an estimated 
$500 million to $1 billion to this project would not be in the 
strategic interests of the Department of the Navy or in the 
fiscal interests of the nation," they wrote. 

The letter is signed by U.S. Reps. Randy Forbes, R-
Chesapeake; Scott Rigell, R-Virginia Beach; Bobby Scott, D-
Newport News; and Rob Wittman, R-Westmoreland County. 

They also reminded Panetta that Chief of Naval 
Operations Adm. Jonathan Greenert promised the region's 
congressional delegation in November that the Navy would re-
examine the Mayport move as a part of an overall review of 
defense strategy and budgeting. 

Hampton Roads leaders worry about the economic 
downside of the relocation. Losing a carrier would cost the 
region 6,000 jobs and $425 million in annual revenue, 
according to estimates by economists. 

Members of Congress from Florida have been pushing 
hard for the carrier move, arguing that two East Coast bases 
are needed but also acknowledging the economic benefit to 
their state. 

"Leaders at the highest levels of the Pentagon have stated 
from day one that they stand behind the strategic imperative of 
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two nuclear-capable homeports on the East Coast - one in 
Norfolk, one in Mayport," U.S. Rep. Ander Crenshaw, a 
Republican whose district includes the Florida naval port, said 
Thursday in a statement responding to the Virginia 
delegation's letter. 

View Letter (PDF) 
Broadcast Clip - Local Congressmen Send Letter To 

Panetta, Fighting Carrier Move 
(WVEC ABC NORFOLK 02 FEB 12) Mike Gooding 

Hampton Roads’ four Congressman are joining forces to 
try and stop an aircraft carrier from being moved to Mayport, 
Florida. 

On Thursday, a letter was sent to Defense Secretary Leon 
Panetta from Republicans Randy Forbes, Scott Rigell, Rob 
Wittman and Democrat Bobby Scott. It called such a 
relocation "fiscally irresponsible.” 

Norfolk mayor Paul Fraim agrees. 
View Clip (RT: 2:21) 
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34. Joint Chiefs Chairman Pushes BRAC 
(GOVERNMENT EXECUTIVE 2 FEB 12) ... Caitlin Fairchild 

Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Martin Dempsey 
warned that if Congress fails to grant him the ability to 
balance Defense Department cuts worse problems could 
result, the American Forces Press Service reported Thursday. 

Despite Congress’ decision to slash the department’s 
budget, Dempsey said lawmakers may not approve of another 
round of base realignments and closures, which the Obama 
administration has said it will request. 

Federal News Radio reported that House Armed Services 
Committee Chairman Buck McKeon, R-Calif., has promised 
to kill any BRAC proposals. 

“We’ve got to make it clear,” Dempsey said, “if you 
withhold my ability to balance this thing, you could create 
some problems you don’t want to face downstream.” 

Speaking to the Reserve Officers Association, Dempsey 
said that with a $487 billion budget reduction over the next 
decade, infrastructure must change accordingly. 

“When we talk about balancing the force and our 
investment in balance, there’s manpower costs, there’s 
modernization and equipment costs, there’s training and 
maintenance costs, and then there’s this thing called 
infrastructure -- just those things involved with turning the 
lights on and off,” he said. 

Cuts will have to be made proportionally from all areas of 
the department, Dempsey said. 

“We’re going to need to get our infrastructure under 
control,” he said, emphasizing that the department must run 
like a business. “That’s why manpower costs have to be on the 
table, just like infrastructure.” 

Dempsey acknowledged that senior Defense officials 
don’t want to close bases, but they are simply faced with 
tough choices. 

“By the way, I didn’t pass the Budget Control Act,” he 
said. “I didn’t say, ‘Hey how about hitting me with a bill for 
$500 billion?’ ” 
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35. U.S. Gives Green Light To Offshore Wind Farms 
No major impact found in plans for turbines off Mid-Atlantic coast 
(BALTIMORE SUN 02 FEB 12) ... Timothy B. Wheeler 

Lighting Maryland homes with power from giant turbines 
off Ocean City moved closer to reality Thursday as federal 
officials announced they are ready to go forward with leasing 
vast areas along the Mid-Atlantic coast for wind farms. 

Interior Secretary Ken Salazar said at a news conference 
at Baltimore's Inner Harbor that his staff found that no 
significant impact to the environment, shipping or other 
activities would result from letting developers start studies and 
plans for harnessing ocean winds from New Jersey to 
Virginia. 

Salazar, who had pledged more than a year ago to 
streamline the regulatory process for putting turbines offshore, 
said his Bureau of Ocean Energy Management would start 
soliciting bids for leasing up to 80,000 acres off Maryland. 
Eight companies or partnerships had expressed interest in 
2010. 

"This is not going to be something that's going to be 
waiting around for multiple years," Salazar said. "We'll have 
those leases issued by the end of 2012." 

But it is likely to be at least five years before construction 
begins, industry officials and supporters said, if the projects 
costing billions of dollars clear all of the regulatory, political 
and economic hurdles that lie ahead. The federal government's 
favorable environmental review shortened the red tape by as 

much as two years, they said, since a more detailed study is 
not needed now. 

After developers sign leases with the federal government, 
they will be allowed to put buoys and towers offshore to 
measure winds and take readings needed to plan and design 
their projects. Before starting construction, they will have to 
perform detailed studies of the potential impact of the turbines 
on fish, birds, bats, shipping and other activities. The studies 
could take two years. 

The area off Maryland's coast would stretch from 10 
nautical miles off Ocean City to 27 nautical miles out to sea. A 
nautical mile is about 6,076 feet compared with a mile on land 
of 5,280 feet. 

Gov. Martin O'Malley, who was on hand, called the 
announcement a "very positive step forward." He is counting 
on offshore wind to help meet Maryland's goal of obtaining 20 
percent of its power from renewable sources by 2022. 

"The energy is there," the governor said. "We need the 
energy... We need the jobs, and we need a more renewable, 
cleaner, greener future for our kids." 

O'Malley will try to persuade Maryland lawmakers to 
back his most recent proposal for giving financial incentives to 
develop offshore wind farms. After failing to get a bill through 
the General Assembly last year, he has introduced one with a 
different approach, which would require Maryland electricity 
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providers to get up to 2.5 percent of their power from turbines 
off the coast. 

The governor, whose measure is scheduled for a Senate 
hearing Feb. 14, has noted the potential jobs that would stem 
from the design, construction and operation of offshore wind 
farms as well as its environmental benefits of producing 
electricity without polluting the air. Wind farms are operating 
now in Western Maryland. 

Abigail Hopper, the governor's energy adviser, said 
O'Malley's legislation would call for getting power from a 
wind farm with a generating capacity of 310 megawatts. One 
or more projects that size would employ about 1,200 people 
for five years in manufacturing and assembling the turbines 
and related infrastructure, she said, then support about 250 
permanent jobs maintaining the facility. 

Lawmakers balked last year over requiring Maryland 
ratepayers pay more for their electricity to subsidize offshore 
wind farms. Offshore wind power could cost up to 20 cents 
per kilowatt-hour under the governor's bill, roughly double 
what Baltimore Gas & Electric Co. customers now pay for 
power produced largely by burning coal. O'Malley's bill would 
cap the extra cost of offshore wind at $2 a month for 
households. 

"This is a big, complicated undertaking," the governor 
said, "but one we must undertake." 

O'Malley said he hopes the federal government might join 
with the states in pledging to buy power from offshore wind 
farms, which would help developers secure the financing 
needed to go forward. 

Salazar said O'Malley had telephoned Navy Secretary 
Ray Mabus this week to urge the service, which has bases in 
Virginia and Maryland, to consider such a commitment. 
President Barack Obama had declared in his State of the 
Union speech this week that the Navy would be purchasing 
enough clean energy to power a quarter-million homes a year, 
but did not provide details. 

Salazar's announcement was attended by environmental 
activists who support offshore wind and by business 
representatives interested in bidding for leases or in making 
turbine parts and related facilities. 

Among them was Prasad Karunakaran, CEO and founder 
of Nadicom, a new iron-casting company based in Fulton in 
Howard County that aims to build wind turbine components. 
The company is building its first manufacturing facility in 

Iowa to supply the booming land-based wind energy industry 
there, he said, but is interested in setting up operations in 
Maryland as well. 

"We know it's five years out," Karunakaran said, "but our 
eyes are open to the offshore market." 

The area off Maryland's coast that would be open for 
leasing is less than half what had originally been proposed; it 
was limited to avoid conflicts with shipping entering and 
leaving Delaware Bay. Other areas could be excluded as more 
detailed impact studies are done. 

The draft environmental assessment issued last summer 
included an option for shrinking the state's offshore wind 
leasing area even more — by roughly 80 percent — to steer 
clear of other areas shippers are concerned about. The final 
report bypassed that option without explanation. 

But Dana E. Goward, director of maritime transportation 
systems at the U.S. Coast Guard, said the service is still 
studying potential shipping issues stemming from wind 
turbines along the Atlantic coast and could recommend that 
other areas not be leased. 

Bird lovers reacted cautiously to Thursday's 
announcement. 

Kurt R. Schwarz, conservation chair for the Maryland 
Ornithological Society, said his group has concerns about the 
potential for the 400-foot tall turbines to disrupt or harm 
migrating birds, particularly red knots, which stop in Delaware 
Bay each spring on their annual flight from Brazil to Canada. 
Their numbers have fallen so much in recent years that they 
are under consideration for federal protection under the 
Endangered Species Act. Schwarz said the red knots' 
migration path takes them through turbine leasing areas off 
Maryland and Delaware. 

Officials said those and other concerns must be addressed 
by wind developers before turbines could be built, and that the 
only structures being put up in the next year or two would be a 
handful of meteorological towers to monitor wind and weather 
conditions. Those towers would not pose a significant risk to 
birds, officials said. 

Schwarz said lighting on the towers would have to be set 
up to avoid attracting birds, noting cases of large kills 
associated with lights on similar structures on land. 

Schwarz said the ornithological society does not oppose 
offshore wind but wants officials to "proceed cautiously." 
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36. Obama Said To Curtail $21 Billion Plan To Expand Military Presence In Guam 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 02 FEB 12) ... Roxana Tiron and Gopal Ratnam 

President Barack Obama plans to curtail a plan costing as 
much as $21.1 billion to expand the U.S. military’s presence 
in Guam and instead will rotate some of the Marines through 
the Asia-Pacific region, people familiar with the matter said. 

The administration now intends to send about 4,500 U.S. 
Marines stationed in Japan to Guam and to rotate an additional 
4,000 through Australia, Subic Bay and perhaps a smaller base 
in the Philippines and Hawaii, according to the people, who 
asked not to be identified because the plan hasn't been 
announced. 

The U.S. is realigning forces in the Asia-Pacific as the 
Obama administration refocuses attention on the region after 
more than a decade of wars in Iraq and Afghanistan. At the 

same time, the Pentagon is seeking to cut about $490 billion 
from projected defense spending over a decade. 

Some of the Marines going to Guam under the 
administration’s revised plan will be based in the U.S. territory 
in the Pacific temporarily, known as on rotation, instead of 
being permanently stationed there, the people said. 

As part of a 2006 agreement with Japan, 8,600 Marines 
and 9,000 dependents were to be transferred from Okinawa in 
Japan almost 1,500 miles (2,413 kilometers) south to Guam by 
2014. 

Representative Madeleine Bordallo, a Democrat from 
Guam, cautioned against depending too much on a temporary 
presence. 
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“There must be a balance between a robust permanent 
presence of Marines as well as a rotational component,” she 
said yesterday in an e-mail. “It’s foolish to believe a rotational 
component would save any money in the long run.”  

The Pentagon considers Guam “an essential part of our 
larger Asia-Pacific strategy,” Commander Leslie Hull-Ryde, a 
Defense Department spokeswoman, said yesterday in an e-
mail. “We are committed to developing Guam as a strategic 
hub and to establishing an operational Marine Corps presence 
on Guam by relocating some Marines from Okinawa to 
Guam.” 

“Recognizing the budget realities here, as well as the 
environmental challenges we face on Guam, the department is 
considering options that will fulfill our regional commitments 
most efficiently and effectively,” Hull-Ryde said. 

The Obama administration’s change in plans on locating 
forces in Guam also follows objections in the U.S. Senate over 
the cost of building infrastructure in the island territory. 

In May, three senators called on the Pentagon to re-
examine military basing plans in East Asia, saying billions of 
dollars may be saved in South Korea, Japan and Guam. 

Senate Armed Services Committee Chairman Carl Levin, 
a Michigan Democrat, joined Senators John McCain of 
Arizona, the panel’s senior Republican, and Jim Webb, a 
Virginia Democrat and the chairman of the personnel 
subcommittee, in calling for reducing the planned Marine 
Corps expansion on Guam. 

Instead, the lawmakers called for rotating combat units 
based elsewhere and for examining the feasibility of moving 
Marine Corps Air Station Futenma on Okinawa, Japan, to 
Kadena Air Base, Okinawa, while avoiding building a 
replacement facility. Local officials have complained about 
noise, pollution and safety issues at Futenma. 

In approving the Pentagon’s fiscal year 2012 budget, 
Congress blocked funding for the relocation of Marines to 
Guam until the Defense Department provided a master plan. 
The Pentagon had to consider “alternatives that may provide 
the needed Marine forward presence at much less expense,” 
McCain said in a Senate speech in September. 

McCain said at the time that he expected the 
redeployment of forces from Japan to Guam to cost $18 
billion to $23 billion. The Government Accountability Office 
estimated in a June 27, 2011 report the cost of the Guam 
military buildup to be about $23.9 billion, including the $21.1 
billion U.S. share as well as contributions from Japan. 

Alternatives to Guam, especially in other countries, may 
prove more expensive over time, Guam’s Republican 
Governor Eddie Baza Calvo said in an e-mail. 

“Guam is the perfect place for the buildup,” he said. “We 
are the closest U.S. community to Asia.” Unlike “many 
foreign countries and even some U.S. communities, we 
welcome an increased military presence.” 

The Obama administration’s plans to move forces out of 
Japan no longer are contingent on progress in building a new 
site for the Futenma air station on Okinawa, according to the 
people familiar with the plan. The change may require 
renegotiating existing agreements with Japan, they said. 

The initial agreement to move some U.S. forces from 
Japan to Guam was contingent on progress in building a new 
facility to shift the Futenma air station to a less populated part 
of Okinawa. 

In February 2009, the U.S. and Japan agreed that the III 
Marine Expeditionary Force’s relocation to Guam is 
dependent on “tangible progress” by Japan toward the 
completion of a replacement for the Futenma air station on 
Okinawa, according to the GAO. 

By 2014, the Futenma air station is scheduled to move 
north to a new facility at Camp Schwab in northeastern 
Okinawa. Japan committed to provide as much as $6.09 
billion to fund the move of some forces to Guam and replace 
Futenma. 

Japan is expected to recoup as much as $3.3 billion of the 
Guam relocation cost over time in the form of repayments 
from the U.S. government and rents paid by the Marines 
through their housing allowances, according to the GAO. 

The Obama administration already is engaged in 
discussions with Philippines and Australia as it seeks to 
realign forces in the region. 

One objective is to maintain a significant U.S. force west 
of the International Dateline, said a U.S. official who spoke on 
condition of anonymity because he isn’t authorized to discuss 
the administration’s plans publicly. 

Last month, Philippine officials said they were seeking 
closer ties with the U.S. including “rotating and more 
frequent” military presence to deter China from operating in 
disputed waters of the South China Sea. 

Some Philippine politicians are seeking a greater 
American presence at Subic Bay, a large U.S. naval base 
during the Vietnam War, as a way to create jobs in the nearby 
city of Olangapo, the U.S. official said. 

Philippine Secretary of Foreign Affairs Albert del Rosario 
visited Washington Jan. 28 and met Secretary of State Hillary 
Clinton and Defense Secretary Leon Panetta. 

Australia agreed in November to host a contingent of U.S. 
Marines at its northern port of Darwin. 
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37. Senator Guthertz Remains Optimistic We'll See A "Good Sized Buildup" 
(PACIFIC NEWS CENTER (GUAM) 02 FEB 12) ... Clynt Ridgell 

GUAM  The Legislature's Military Buildup Chair, 
Senator Judi Guthertz, couldn't confirm the Kyodo report that 
only 5-thousand, and not 8-thousand Marines would be 
coming to Guam. 

But if true, she said it would be in line with numerous 
signals from DoD over the past year that the originally 
proposed Guam buildup would be scaled back. And she 
supports a smaller buildup. 

"I'm not disappointed about it. In fact I think we should 
support this as part of the overall strategy to increase the 
military presence in this region of the world and it will include 
Guam. I'm very optimistic that we're still going to see a good 
sized buildup on Guam and we're going to see benefits from 
this buildup,” said Guthertz. 

And Guam Congresswoman Madeleine Bordallo also 
responded to the Kyodo report releasing a statement saying: 
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"The Obama administration continues to recognize the 
important role that our region, particularly Guam, will play in 
maintaining our national security. I believe the department of 
defense continues to dialogue with our partners in the region 

to better understand the requirements for our military posture 
in the region. I do appreciate that this administration takes 
serious the concerns of congress and i urge them to address 
those concerns so we can move forward with the build-up." 
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38. STARBASE-Atlantis Patuxent River Launches 2.0 Mentoring Program 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 02 FEB 12) ... Ed Barker, Naval Education and Training Command Public Affairs 

PATUXENT RIVER, Md. -- The Naval Education and 
Training Command announced Feb. 2, the STARBASE-
Atlantis academy aboard Naval Air Station (NAS) Patuxent 
River has launched the Department of Defense (DOD) 
STARBASE 2.0 mentoring program with 24 students from 
Spring Ridge Middle School in Lexington Park, Md. 

STARBASE 2.0 is an effort to combine Science, 
Technology, Engineering and Math (STEM) activities in a 
relationship-centric, school-based environment to provide 
enrichment for at-risk youth making the transition from 
elementary to middle school. 

According to STARBASE staff, the program extends the 
impact of STARBASE through a team-mentoring approach 
which strengthens students' attachment to their school and 
engagement in STEM activities. 

"STARBASE 2.0 is a logical extension of our regular 
STARBASE-Atlantis program in that instead of one day a 
week for five weeks at the academy, these kids spend one 
afternoon every other week with a mentor for five months 
working on a team project at their school," said Julie Guy, 
director of the STARBASE-Atlantis academy aboard NAS 
Patuxent River. "These kids are older, and most are veterans 
of the initial STARBASE-Atlantis academy. In addition to 
STEM-related activities in the 2.0 program, the students and 
their mentors work together on numerous goal-setting and 
teamwork activities." 

The St. Mary's County School District in Leonardtown, 
Md., has partnered with STARBASE-Atlantis to bring the 
DOD STARBASE 2.0 program to Spring Ridge Middle 
School, with volunteers from NAS Patuxent River serving as 
mentors. 

"The hands on learning activities that STARBASE 2.0 
provides to the students allows them to experience projects 
and activities that will assist them in being successful at the 
next level of life, so each student is college and career ready," 
said Dr. Michael J. Martirano, St. Mary's County 
superintendent of schools. "Taking a project from a computer-
aided design (CAD) to an actual 3-D printed model in a 

mentored, team environment is an actual real-life application 
that provides students with much needed 21st century 
workplace skills." 

The students partner with their mentors to form teams, 
with a ratio of two or three students per mentor. The teams 
work together to design, build, and race their own 1/32 scale 
slot cars. The student teams compete against each other to see 
who can develop the fastest car possible. 

The students will use the same CAD software to design 
the slot car that they used during their visits to STARBASE-
Atlantis during fifth-grade. The cars will be refined until the 
students believe they have designed their fastest car, and the 
built models will be raced against cars from other teams. 

"The two students I'm mentoring have really impressed 
me with their computer skills. They are very tech-savvy and 
even show me things I didn't know," said Jamaries Benitez, 
STARBASE 2.0 mentor and industrial engineer for Naval Air 
Systems Command. "This is a great experience, getting the 
students interested in engineering and science, and guiding 
them through the design project." 

"We're excited to get STARBASE 2.0 at Patuxent River," 
said Henry Giles, director of Community Service and 
Outreach for the Naval Education and Training Command. 
"This is the Navy's second 2.0 academy, and the lessons 
learned here and at the first site in San Diego will form a basis 
for expansion to other Navy STARBASE-Atlantis locations in 
the coming years. The feedback we have received from 
students, parents and educators on the 2.0 program has been 
universally outstanding." 

There are more than 60 DOD STARBASE programs 
throughout the U.S. and Puerto Rico, funded by the 
Department of Defense through Congressional appropriation 
since 1989 and operated by the armed services. 

For more information on the 15 Navy STARBASE-
Atlantis academies or the DOD STARBASE 2.0 programs in 
San Diego and Patuxent River, visit 
https://www.netc.navy.mil/community/starbase/ and 
www.starbasedod.org. 
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39. Navy Announces CSADD Chapters Of The Year 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 02 FEB 12) ... Chief of Naval Personnel Public Affairs 

WASHINGTON -- The Coalition of Sailors Against 
Destructive Decisions (CSADD) Sea and Shore chapters of 
the year were announced by the Chief of Naval Personnel Jan. 
27, in NAVADMIN 038/12. 

CSADD was established in June 2010, by OPNAVINST 
1500.80 as a peer-to-peer mentoring group to positively 
influence young Sailors' behavior through resources and tools 
that promote good decision making. The group now has more 
than 180 chapters, which share their activities via Facebook 
and other communication channels. 

The winning chapters have best practices in use of social 
media to support the CSADD program, encouraging Sailors to 
lead through CSADD and strong support from the command 
leadership team. 

"These award winning chapters deserve this recognition 
for the culture of 'Shipmates helping Shipmates' they are 
instilling at their commands," said Fleet Master Chief Scott 
Benning, who has helped establish the program in 2010. "We 
are around 200 Chapters today and our goal is to have one in 
every command across the Navy. 'Shipmates helping 
Shipmates' and 'Shipmate intervention' for success is what 
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CSADD is all about. If we afford Sailors the opportunity to 
influence each other, our Navy team will continue to grow in 
strength." 

USS Kearsage (LHD 3) was named CSADD Sea Chapter 
of the Year. Kearsage was ranked first of three Region Sea 
Chapters of the Year winners, which also included Navy 
Region Japan - USS George Washington (CVN 73), the 
Region Sea Chapter of the Year honorable mention winner; 
and Navy Region Southwest - USS Dewey (DDG 105) 

Naval Station Great Lakes was selected as CSADD Shore 
Chapter of the Year and was selected from the six Region 
Shore Chapters of the Year. 

The other region winners are: 

 Navy Region Mid-Atlantic 

 Transient Personnel Unit Norfolk 

 Navy Region Southwest 

 Naval Medical Center San Diego 

 Navy Region Northwest 

 Naval Air Station Whidbey Island 

 Navy Region Europe 

 Naval Support Activity Bahrain, also the honorable 
mention winner. 

For more information on CSADD, visit 
http://www.public.navy.mil/bupers-
npc/support/CSADD/Pages/default2.aspx. 
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40. Andrew Bynum Endorses The Safety Record Of The U.S. Navy 
(ESPN 02 FEB 12) ... Kamenetzky Brothers 

This year, Andrew Bynum will participate in his first All-
Star Game, having won the balloting among Western 
Conference centers and the accompanying starting gig in a 
landslide. By definition, this means he'll be watching the game 
this year. 

In the past, Bynum hasn't made a habit of tuning in. 
Last season, for example, while the NBA circus was at 

Staples Center, Bynum was at the Naval Air Station in 
Lemoore. 

"We were checking some planes out. Flight school. It's 
super fun, man. That stuff's crazy. Then they do the flying 
shows and all kinds of stuff. It's great," he said. 

Bynum never actually sat in the cockpit of a jet, in part 
because he was worried about accidentally triggering the 

automatic eject mechanism while trying to wedge his seven-
foot, 285-pound body into such a small space. But assuming 
he actually fit, Bynum said he'd love to actually ride shotgun 
(or whatever the backseat is called in one of those things) on a 
real flight. 

I asked if he could actually do it, given how many 
restrictions players typically have in their contracts against 
dangerous activities. Bynum dismissed the concern with a 
smile. 

"C'mon, man, it's the Navy!" he said. "If we can't trust the 
Navy, who can we trust?" 

I guess at this point, the only thing left is to figure out 
what his Top Gun name would be. 

View Clip (RT: 0:39) 
Return to Index 
 
 

NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
41. Assessing America’s Military Future 
The Diplomat's Assistant Editor Harry Kazianis speaks with U.S. Congressman James Langevin (D-RI) 
about the U.S. “pivot” to the Pacific, defense restructuring and emerging national security threats. 
(THE DIPLOMAT 02 FEB 12) ... Harry Kazianis 

The United States appears to be shifting its focus from 
counter-insurgency efforts towards a stronger role in the 
Asia-Pacific. Is this the right move, and if so what rewards 
and challenges await the United States? 

For too long we’ve let our interests in Asia and Pacific 
region take a backseat to the focus of our large ground war 
engagements in both Iraq and Afghanistan. Shifting focus 
towards programs and capabilities to reengage with our long 
term allies in the Pacific, and prepare our military to face a 
rapidly changing global security environment, is critical to 
maintaining U.S. military dominance across all domains for 
decades to come. To ensure both regional and global success, 
it’s vital that we lead in technological capabilities, including 
unmanned systems, underwater tactical and strategic systems, 
and strengthened cybersecurity to address current and 
emerging threats. 

During President Barack Obama’s recent trip to 
Australia, there was much debate over the strengthening 
of U.S.-Australian ties and the basing of a small 

detachment of U.S. forces in Darwin. Do you agree with 
such a move? 

I think this move is appropriate as part of our broader 
strategy to strengthen our ties in the Asia-Pacific region. 

Some have argued that U.S. military and diplomatic 
efforts in the Pacific are nothing more than a veiled 
attempt to “contain China.” How would you respond to 
those who make such an accusation? What would you 
recommend to reduce tensions with China? 

It’s important for the benefit of U.S. citizens that we 
foster a good working relationship with China, which has now 
become the second largest economy in the world. At the same 
time, their trade practices and foreign policy positions aren’t 
necessarily parallel, nor working in concert with our own. 
Maintaining a strong military presence in the Pacific is part of 
ensuring and continuing stability in the region to protect not 
only our interests, but those of our allies as well. 

I believe tensions with China could be eased by opening 
more opportunities to work together in areas of mutual 
concern such as piracy, disaster relief, and search and rescue, 
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but only if they in turn are open to changing some of their 
current policies which remain troublesome to the United 
States and our allies. 

There has been a lot of coverage of recent plans to cut 
the U.S. defense budget. Do you agree with President 
Obama’s strategy? Republican Presidential candidate Mitt 
Romney, for example, argues such cuts will have a 
devastating effect on U.S. abilities to project power. How 
would you respond to such comments? Are there any areas 
you are particularly against or in favor of cutting? 

The plan developed under the strong leadership of 
Defense Secretary Leon Panetta provides a sustainable and 
viable framework for reducing Pentagon spending in ways that 
ensure we maintain the strongest military in the world and 
strengthen our national security. Adm. Mullen said it well 
when he remarked that our national debt is our greatest 
national security challenge. We simply can’t be as secure as 
possible without finding responsible ways to deal with that 
debt over the long term. Particularly as we have withdrawn 
our forces from Iraq and are going to be bringing more troops 
home from Afghanistan, we can and must find efficiencies. 
For example, we are able to reduce the size of our military and 
our presence in Europe, while maintaining – and even 
increasing – its capabilities as we move away from protracted 
ground wars. We have to accept the reality that there’s no way 
for us to be everywhere all the time and direct our resources to 
the most important efforts, while continuing the president’s 
goals to strengthen our alliances so we can be victorious in 
places like Libya with less American involvement. 

I am in favor of the Secretary’s priorities to: 
Make the U.S. joint force smaller and leaner, with its 

great strength being its agility, flexibility, readiness to deploy, 
and innovative and technological advances. 

Rebalance our global posture and presence, emphasizing 
the Pacific and the Middle East, which present the greatest 
challenges for the future. 

Strengthen key alliances, building partnerships and 
developing innovative ways to sustain U.S. presence 
elsewhere in the world. 

Shift the size and composition of our ground, air, and 
naval forces, so that we are capable of successfully 
confronting and defeating any aggressor and respond to the 
changing nature of warfare. 

And protect our investments in special operations forces, 
new technologies like Intelligence, Surveillance, and 
Reconnaissanceand unmanned systems, space and cyberspace 
capabilities and our capacity to quickly mobilize. 

Being a ranking member on the House Emerging 
Threats and Capabilities Committee, where how would 
you rate China’s military rise in terms of a threat to U.S. 
interests? Much has been made of China’s capabilities in 
the area of access denial (A2/AD), for example. 

The major emerging threat I’m concerned about is in 
cyberspace. While the military is making tremendous strides 
in protecting its assets, other nations, particularly China and 
Russia, and groups within them are getting access to sensitive 
information, stealing research and development worth 
hundreds of billions of dollars to U.S. businesses, and gaining 
the ability to damage our vulnerable critical infrastructure. 

We should also be cognizant of China’s naval expansion 
in ensuring our interests are protected. That’s why I have been 
so supportive of maintaining an adequate level of submarines 
and have worked with Electric Boat in Rhode Island to 
increase the number of Virginia-class subs they are building. 
I’m pleased that Secretary Panetta has expressed his strong 
support for this program, and I am hopeful that it will remain a 
top priority. 

James R. Langevin is the U.S. Representative for Rhode 
Island's 2nd congressional district. He serves on the House 
Armed Services Committee, where he is the Ranking Member 
of the Emerging Threats and Capabilities Subcommittee, and 
serves on the subcommittees on Seapower and Projection 
Forces, and Strategic Forces. 
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42. GOP Senators: Save Defense, Scale Back Federal Workforce 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 02 FEB 12) ... Nathan Hodge and Naftali Bendavid 

Defense – and how much to cut it – is shaping up as an 
important campaign issue. But a group of GOP senators 
Thursday said they would try to put the brakes on the so-called 
sequestration cuts that would trim military spending by an 
additional half a trillion dollars over the next decade. 

Sens. John McCain and Jon Kyl and several of their 
colleagues said they would introduce legislation to offset 
Pentagon spending cuts that would kick in early next year as a 
consequence of the 2011 deficit-reduction deal. Their plan? 
Scale back the federal workforce, and keep a federal pay 
freeze in place. 

“Our plan will provide savings through attrition, hiring 
two federal employees for every three that leave federal 
service, and extending the current federal employee pay 
freeze, which includes members of Congress, for an additional 
year and a half,” said. Sen. McCain. 

The cuts, Sen. McCain added, “are a threat to our nation’s 
security, and we are opposed to that draconian action.” 

Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid (D., Nev.) spoke 
forcefully against the Republicans’ proposal, saying the 

military cuts were part of a bipartisan deal. They were part of 
a $1.2 trillion package of deficit cuts to be used as a backup 
plan if a bipartisan “super-committee” failed to come up with 
its own deficit-cutting package, which it did. 

“I believe that an agreement is an agreement,” Mr. Reid 
told reporters. “A handshake is a handshake. But here we have 
more than a handshake; we have a law in this country….They 
should keep their word.” 

Details are still emerging, and it’s not yet clear what the 
legislative mechanism might be for rolling back the cuts. But 
aides said the plan would yield savings of $127 billion, more 
than offsetting the first installment of the sequestration cuts. 

Defense Secretary Leon Panetta has also warned that the 
cuts would have a disastrous impact on national security, and 
has urged lawmakers to act. And late last year, Rep. Howard 
McKeon (R., Calif.), the chairman of the House Armed 
Services Committee, introduced his own measure to prevent 
deeper defense cuts. 
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43. U.S. Lawmaker: Hold Commanders Responsible For Budget 
(DEFENSE NEWS 02 FEB 12) ... Rick Maze 

A key member of the House Armed Services Committee 
wants military commanders “held responsible” for keeping 
spending in check. 

In a Feb. 2 letter to the Pentagon, Rep. Mike Coffman, R-
Colo., says he wants, at a minimum, performance evaluations 
to reflect when someone spends more money than allotted. By 
law, overspending is a violation of the Anti-Deficiency Act 
that can lead to administrative or criminal action. 

A negative comment in a performance review can reduce 
chances for promotion and for selection to higher-level 
commands, but it would be less drastic than the potential two 
years’ imprisonment and fine of up to $5,000 possible under 
the law. 

In addition to serving on the armed services committee, 
Coffman is chairman of the House Balanced Budget 
Amendment Caucus and a veteran who served in both the U.S. 
Army and Marine Corps. 

In his letter, addressed to U.S. Defense Secretary Leon 
Panetta, Coffman said he doesn’t think the entire Defense 
Department is serious about an ongoing effort to streamline its 
financial records so that they can be audited. 

“In its current state, fiscal responsibility and detailed 
accountability procedures remain only the interest of a small 
force of comptrollers and budget specialties centered within 
the Pentagon,” he said. 

That is not enough, Coffman said. 
“It is of paramount importance that unit commanders at 

every echelon be held accountable for the state of their 
respective financial houses. I believe that this is an issue of 
command as important as personnel accountability and unit 
readiness,” he said. “Military commanders must be held 
responsible for their actions. We must implement a period of 
professional education to inform them of their responsibilities 
and then implement a routine system of inspection to just their 
progress.” 

Coffman is not alone in raising concerns about lax 
attention to budgets. 

In their Dec. 14 report on the 2012 defense funding bill, 
the House and Senate appropriations committees ordered a 
Pentagon inspector general review of overspending after 
discovering 11 violations of the Anti-Deficiency Act since 
2001 just in the Pentagon’s military personnel accounts. 

The review, due in four months, is supposed to take a 
detailed look at why the services violated the law that prevents 
spending more money than is appropriated, and how to 
prevent them from doing it in the future. 

However, the committees make no mention of seeking 
administrative or criminal action against the senior officials 
responsible for the accounts that were overspent. 
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44. Lawmakers Press For Answers On Hazing In Military 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 02 FEB 12) ... Donna Cassata 

WASHINGTON — The plea for congressional hearings 
on the military's efforts to prevent hazing was highly personal 
for one lawmaker. 

Rep. Judy Chu's nephew killed himself in Afghanistan 
last year after hours of beatings, repeated pushups and 
mouthfuls of sand. Three Marines allegedly punished 21-year-
old Lance Cpl. Harry Lew after he was caught sleeping on 
duty. 

Standing with her colleagues Thursday, the California 
congresswoman talked about her nephew and pressed for 
answers from the Pentagon on whether stopping hazing in the 
ranks is a top priority. She also listened as Lew's mother, 
through an audio conference, read a brief statement. 

"Harry's death left a hole in our hearts," said Sandy Lew. 
The lawmakers sent a letter last week to the House Armed 

Services Committee seeking hearings. The Democrat also said 
she reached out to Defense Secretary Leon Panetta. 

"This is a call for justice," Chu said. "Too many patriotic 
young people, who only want to serve our country, are being 
harmed." 

The Capitol Hill news conference came just days after a 
judge in a special court-martial case in Hawaii ruled that one 
of the three Marines should spend 30 days in jail and have his 
rank reduced from lance corporal to private first class. The 
judge, Navy Capt. Carrie Stephens, said she found no 
evidence that Lance Cpl. Jacob Jacoby's abuse of Lew led to 
his suicide. 

Jacoby, who pleaded guilty to assault, acknowledged that 
he punched and kicked Lew out of anger and frustration that 
the Marine from Santa Clara, Calif., repeatedly fell asleep 
while on duty. 

Chu called the ruling "a slap in the face." 
"Jacoby gets to advance his career in the military and 

Harry is dead," she said. 
Two other Marines also are accused of hazing Lew before 

he shot himself in a fox hole. Sgt. Benjamin Johns and Lance 
Cpl. Carlos Orozco III will have their own separate courts-
martial later. 

Joining Chu was Rep. Adam Smith of Washington state, 
the top Democrat on the Armed Services Committee, who said 
the issue is a "cultural problem within the military and it needs 
to be examined." 

Gen. Martin Dempsey, the chairman of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff, has condemned hazing as intolerable in the military, 
saying it undermines the service's values, tarnishes its 
reputation and "erodes the trust that bonds us." But he said 
such problems appear to be isolated incidents. 

The cases of Lew and Pvt. Danny Chen have called 
attention to hazing. Eight soldiers were charged in the death of 
19-year-old Chen, who shot himself on Oct. 3 after what 
investigators say were weeks of physical abuse, humiliation 
and racial slurs against the native New Yorker for Chinese 
descent. 

Last month, the military said an investigative hearing had 
recommended that Spc. Ryan Offutt be court-martialed over 
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hazing that allegedly led to Chen's suicide in Afghanistan, but 
it dismissed the most serious charge against him. 

The soldiers face charges ranging from involuntary 
manslaughter to dereliction of duty in the death of Chen. 

At a congressional hearing last summer on suicide 
prevention programs in the military, Chu talked about her 
nephew, an event that received a great deal of attention. 

She said Thursday that after Lew's death she received 
letters from families who described instances of hazing and 
"feelings of helplessness." 

"Nothing will change unless the people at the top say this 
is a problem," she said. 
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45. Obama Details Veterans Job Corps 
$1 billion program would focus on conservation 
(WASHINGTON POST 03 FEB 12) ... Steve Vogel 

President Obama will announce details Friday for a $1 
billion Veterans Job Corps that the White House says will put 
up to 20,000 veterans to work over the next five years on 
projects to preserve and restore national parks and other 
federal, state and local lands. 

Veterans Affairs Secretary Eric K. Shinseki on Thursday 
described the program as "a bold new effort" to lower the high 
unemployment rate for post-Sept. 11 military veterans, which 
stood at 13.1 percent in December. The government estimates 
that 250,000 post-Sept. 11 veterans are unemployed. 

Obama proposed the corps in his State of the Union 
address last month, describing it as "enlisting our veterans in 
the work of rebuilding our nation." 

At an appearance Friday at an Arlington County 
firehouse, Obama is also expected to announce that the budget 
to be released this month includes $5 billion in funding 
proposed in the American Jobs Act to spur police and 
firefighter hiring in 2012. 

Preferences for the grants will go to communities that hire 
post-9/11 veterans. 

Obama said in his address last month that his 
administration will "help our communities hire veterans as 
cops and firefighters, so that America is as strong as those 
who defend her." 

The White House also is announcing an expansion of 
entrepreneur training for service members leaving the military. 

The Veterans Job Corps will involve projects such as 
repairing trails, roads, levees and recreational facilities, 
according to the White House. 

Other work could include providing visitor programs, 
restoring habitat, protecting cultural resources, eradicating 

invasive species and cutting brush to reduce the risk of forest 
fires. 

Interior Secretary Ken Salazar said that the Civilian 
Conservation Corps, established by President Franklin D. 
Roosevelt during the Depression to put hundreds of thousands 
of the unemployed to work on projects in government parks 
and lands, serves as a "very good indicator" of what the 
administration hopes to accomplish with the Veterans Job 
Corps. 

"When one looks back at the legacy of the Civilian 
Conservation Corps, we take great comfort that those who 
take this on will leave a great legacy for the United States," 
Salazar said during a conference call with reporters Thursday 
to discuss the veteran employment initiatives. 

Salazar said that the program would "make a significant 
dent" in the deferred maintenance that has become common at 
many federal, state, local and tribal lands as government 
budgets have been cut. 

Salazar said the veterans program could serve as a 
"gateway to permanent positions" with the National Park 
Service, as many young people who take temporary jobs at 
national parks or wildlife refuges end up making a career of 
such work. 

"Those veterans who have served will have a place here at 
the Department of Interior," he said. 

Salazar noted that some of the nation's first park rangers 
were from African American cavalry regiments known as 
Buffalo Soldiers, which patrolled Yosemite and Sequoia 
national parks to protect wildlife against poachers. 
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46. Experts: Young Vets Unemployment Could Reach 50% 
(NAVY TIMES 02 FEB 12) ... Rick Maze 

The unemployment rate for young combat veterans — 
especially National Guard and reserve members — could 
reach 50 percent in the next two years, warns a veterans 
employment expert. 

Ted Daywalt, president and chief executive officer of 
VetJobs.com, said the unemployment rate for veterans age 18 
to 24 is 31 percent, far greater than the 7.7 percent jobless rate 
for veterans of all ages, and likely to get worse because young 
veterans face hurdles in a weak economy. 

“The high unemployment rate is a direct result of their 
participation in the National Guard and reserve, and the 
current call-up policy,” he said. “Due to the constant 
activation of the National Guard, upwards of 65 percent of 

employers will not now hire as a new employee anyone who is 
an active member of the National Guard.” 

People separating completely from the military “are for 
the most part finding employment,” although it can be a long 
process, Daywalt said. But if a veteran remains active in the 
National Guard, they are having “a difficult time finding 
meaningful employment.” 

Most employers, he said, “are risk averse.” 
Reserve members also face problems finding work, he 

said, but perhaps to a slightly lesser degree than guard 
members because employers are not concerned about reserve 
members being mobilized for local emergencies. 
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Things could get worse for younger guardsmen, he said, if 
the active-duty military makes large personnel cuts because 
those veterans have a better shot at finding jobs. 

Daywalt testified before the House Veterans’ Affairs 
Committee’s economic opportunity panel. 

Emily DeRocco, president of the nonprofit Manufacturing 
Institute, said there are jobs out there. A survey last year found 
80 percent of domestic manufacturers reported moderate to 

serious shortages of skilled workers, a problem projected to 
worsen, she noted. 

Brig. Gen. Marianne Watson, the National Guard 
Bureau’s manpower and personnel director, said more study is 
needed to understand the unemployment rate for young 
veterans. “For example, we are finding a number of these 
service members were high school students before they 
deployed, so they do not have jobs waiting for them.” 
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47. TRICARE For Retirees Targeted As Defense Budgets Fall 
(STARS AND STRIPES 02 FEB 12) ... Tom Phillpott 

As defense budgets grew over the past decade, Congress 
shrugged off complaints of runaway military health costs and 
blocked every proposal from the Bush administration to raise 
TRICARE fees sharply on retirees. 

Defense budgets have stopped rising, however, and 
Defense officials today are sounding more confident that 
Congress will follow last October’s $5-a-month bump in 
TRICARE Prime enrollment fees for working-age retirees 
with more substantial fee increases for retirees of all ages. 

Defense Secretary Leon Panetta and Arm Gen. Martin 
Dempsey, chairman of the Joint Chiefs, outlined plans Jan. 26 
to lower defense budgets over the next 10 years by $487 
billion in compliance with the Budget Control Act passed last 
spring to dampen growth in federal debt. 

Though Panetta and Dempsey withheld full details on 
proposals to curb personnel costs, until President Obama 
presents his 2013 budget request to Congress Feb. 13, they 
said the personnel saving initiatives would include: 

 New enrollment fees, co-pays and deductibles on 
retirees under 65, phasing them in over five years and 
using a “tiered approach” so that senior-grade retirees 
pay higher fees than lower ranking retirees. 

 A new annual enrollment fee for the TRICARE for 
Life insurance supplement to Medicare, used by 
retirees 65 and older. This fee also would be tiered so 
retirees drawing smaller retirement checks pay less. 

These changes, Defense leaders said, still would leave 
military retiree health care fees significantly below 
“comparable civilian equivalents.” 

 TRICARE pharmacy co-payments would be 
increased again in ways to discourage use of the more 
convenient but more costly retail outlets and 
encourage greater use of base pharmacies and the 
home delivery program. 

 Persons medically-retired by their service, and 
surviving spouses of members who died on active 
duty, would be exempt from the higher fees. 

On active duty pay raises, Panetta said starting in 2015 
they would be capped in some unspecified way though no 
member would see a drop in pay. 

The budget also will ask Congress to establish a “BRAC-
like” commission to recommend cost-saving reforms to 
military retirement. Any retirement changes, however, would 
impact only future recruits, not the current force or retirees. 
BRAC refers to Base Realignment and Closure commissions. 
They were given broad authority to recommend base closings, 
which Congress could accept or reject but not modify. The 

retirement commission would have similar powers regarding 
compensation changes. 

Coincidently, Panetta said the budget will seek two more 
rounds of base closings to help to trim infrastructure costs. 

Defense background papers explained that personnel costs 
make up a third of defense spending today but the planned 
cuts to personnel accounts would represent only one ninth of 
total funding to be stripped from future budgets, a concession 
to the importance of keeping a quality force. 

“This budget recognizes that [people], far more than any 
weapon system, far more than any technology, are the great 
strength of the United States military,” Panetta said. “For that 
reason, we focus first on every other area of the defense 
enterprise for savings, in order to minimize any impact on the 
quality of the troops and their families.” 

Five days later, when the Military Healthcare System held 
its annual conference at National Harbor, Md., across the 
Potomac River from Washington D.C., the keynote speaker 
for 3000 attendees was Jonathan Woodson, assistant secretary 
of defense for health affairs. 

He spoke about new “fiscal realities” impacting the health 
system but avoided mention of the planned fee increases. 
Woodson predicted, however, that smaller defense budgets 
“will shine an even brighter light on military health costs, 
which could exceed 10 percent of the Department of Defense 
budget if reforms are not made.” 

He noted too that, “for years, experts and non-experts 
have been saying that the growth of healthcare costs is 
unsustainable. Everyone nods their head and says ‘Yes, we 
need to control healthcare costs.’ And somehow, despite all 
this head nodding in solemn agreement that costs cannot keep 
rising, the costs nonetheless have continued to go up.” 

Explosive growth in military health costs from 2000 to 
2005 eased, Woodson said, so that the pace now matches 
inflation for civilian health care at about five percent a year. 
“But that is dangerously higher than the overall inflation rate,” 
he added. When defense budgets were growing, “this was a 
cause for concern but it still seemed manageable. Not 
anymore. In order to meet the overall military readiness 
imperatives, and our moral obligation to the American 
taxpayer, we must slow down our growth rate.” 

Woodson pointed not to TRICARE fees increases but to 
“a new commitment to collaboration between the services…to 
reduce redundancy and waste.” He listed four major initiatives 
to lower costs and improve population health including: a new 
patient safety campaign; renewed efforts to reduce smoking by 
service members and obesity among families including 
retirees; expansion of the Patient-Centered Medical Home 
concept to enhance delivery of preventive services and lower 



 35

costly emergency room visits by patients who only need 
primary care; an effort to encourage greater innovation 
throughout the military health system. 

On TRICARE fees, associations representing 
beneficiaries, particularly retirees, are preparing for a fight on 
Capitol Hill while waiting for fuller details on the TRICARE 
proposals. Opponents are sure to argue that TRICARE for Life 
beneficiaries were promised free lifetime health care, even 
though the courts ruled such promises, by recruiters and career 

counselors, are nonbinding because they were not backed by 
written law. 

They will argue too that deeply discounted lifetime health 
care is a benefit earned by all retirees through unique 
hardships of military careers. 

The daunting challenge for sympathetic lawmakers will 
be finding budget dollars to shield retirees from higher 
TRICARE fees as overall defense spending falls. 
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48. WRNMMC Uses New, Brain-Controlled Prosthetic Arm 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 02 FEB 12) ... Sarah Fortney, Walter Reed National Military Medical Center Public Affairs 

Bethesda, Md. -- A new prosthetic arm - operated by an 
individual's thoughts - was used by wounded warriors at the 
Walter Reed National Military Medical Center (WRNMMC) 
for the first time Jan. 24. 

With nearly as much dexterity as a natural limb, 22 
degrees of motion, and independent movement of fingers, the 
Modular Prosthetic Limb (MPL) was developed as part of a 
four-year program by the Johns Hopkins University Applied 
Physics Laboratory (APL), along with WRNMMC and the 
Uniformed Services University of the Health Sciences (USU). 
On Jan. 24, a wounded warrior began using the nine-pound 
device, maneuvering its metallic fingers and wrist. 

"We've been working with [the APL] since the start of 
this project and we're very excited about the opportunity [to 
have] our first individual using this hand," said Col. (Dr.) Paul 
Pasquina, chief of Orthopaedics and Prosthetics at WRNMMC 
and director for the Center of Rehabilitation Sciences at USU. 
"We believe very strongly that those who are willing to put 
their lives in harm's way deserve the very best. Through this 
revolutionizing project, we've worked with the greatest 
manufacturers across the globe to come up with modern 
solutions to loss of an upper limb." 

Pasquina explained the limb is controlled by surface 
electrodes, which pick up electric signals generated by the 
muscles underneath the skin, then convert those patterns in 
electrical signals into a robotic function. 

"We wanted to make [the MPL] as intuitive as possible. 
Normally, when you move your hand, you think about moving 
your hand, and a signal comes down from your brain, goes 
down through your spinal cord, out through your limb and 
activates muscles in your hand to open or close [the hand]," 
Pasquina said. 

With an amputee, the nerves traveling down the spinal 
cord are still intact, and they're still connected to some of the 
muscles in the arm, Pasquina said. "What we try to do is pick 
up the electrical signals of the muscles that still exist in the 
arm and interpret those, convert them to a computer signal to 
then drive a robotic limb," he said. "When an individual is 
thinking about closing their hand, muscles will activate and 
the prosthetic limb will respond accordingly." 

Pasquina noted the potential future of this limb. Engineers 
seek to use electrodes underneath the skin for an electrical 
signal with much higher fidelity. Researchers also look to 
explore other mechanisms to rewire nerves. 

"There are folks working very hard on electrical sensors 
that can go directly on nerves, and electrical sensors that can 
be embedded in the brain," he said. "It's very exciting to see 
that research and we've been privileged to partner with a lot of 

folks working on that. I think there's still a lot to be learned on 
how the human body can integrate with computers and 
computer interface, and I think the sky's the limit in terms of 
what we will do over the next five to ten years." 

The next logical phase in the MPL's development is to 
incorporate sense of touch, and apply this technology to 
prosthetic legs in the future, said Cmdr. Jack Tsao, director of 
the Traumatic Brain Injury Programs for Navy Medicine's 
Bureau of Medicine and Surgery. A neurologist who also 
assisted in the project, Tsao said fortunately many amputees 
have expressed interest and seem willing to participate and 
help advance this research. 

"What I think is fantastic is that we actually, because of 
this study, now have another option to treat amputees," said 
Tsao. 

Before being fitted to use the device, Tsao explained 
amputees must first go through "training," using the Virtual 
Integrated Environment (VIE), which records an individual's 
muscle movements. By collecting their muscle data, the MPL 
is then suited for the individual. This gives the amputee time 
to learn how to use the device, fit them for it, then see how 
they work with it, he said. 

Air Force Tech Sgt. Joe Delauriers, the first patient at 
WRNMMC to begin using the MPL, described the device as 
"pretty comfortable," and said he is grateful for the 
opportunity to be involved with the project. 

"It's really fun working with the hand and [exciting] to see 
what's going to be coming in the future," said Delauriers. 
"Any input I can put into the program, to help them out, and 
future amputees, it's an honor for me. It's very rewarding." 

Four months ago, Delauriers was injured by an IED blast 
in Afghanistan, which caused him to lose both his legs and 
part of his left arm. He said it's an indescribable feeling to be 
where he is today, thanks to advancements in care. 

"I'm living off base, I'm driving, [and] I'm living with my 
[infant] son. I'm able to hold him without any open wounds, 
infections," he said. "They do such a great job here, with 
therapy. It's just amazing." The Airman said he can only 
imagine what these advancements will lead to in another 
decade. 

"The technology is only going to keep getting better," said 
Tsao. "If guys like Joe can regain function, this would be 
revolutionizing to their lives, especially in the multiple limb 
amputees. Any degree of function and independence you can 
give back to someone is the most important thing." Pasquina 
also expressed his enthusiasm for this development, stating 
that he can recall when the device was merely a sketch on 
paper. 
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"It's something I still find amazing," Pasquina said. He is 
also amazed by the stories of the wounded warriors making 
such strides in their recovery. 

"Time after time, you see people not only recover, but 
thrive after severe injuries, and they're inspirational to all of 
us, to us as medical staff who have the honor of taking care of 
them. It's humbling to be a part of that," he said. 

Pasquina added that he'll continue his efforts to make this 
technology available to all service members and the 
population at large. 

"The hand in itself is so important in terms of one's 
independence. Your ability to dress yourself, feed yourself, do 

self-grooming and hygiene is extremely important," said 
Pasquina. "Many of our injured service members were highly 
functioning, highly independent, had a great amount of 
responsibility. To now find themselves in a situation where 
they have an impairment or disability, that makes them less 
independent is something that not only affects them 
physically, but affects them emotionally. Anything we can do 
to [help] them be more independent and to regain that sense of 
self is something we're fully committed to doing and very 
excited about the opportunities that this presents." 

View Photo (JPEG) 
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49. USO Promotes Healing Of ‘Invisible Wounds’ 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 01 FEB 12) ... Army Sgt. 1st Class Tyrone C. Marshall Jr. 

WASHINGTON – The USO has adapted to the needs of 
service members and their families throughout its 71-year 
history and continues to serve America’s troops as it works to 
educate others about the invisible wounds of war, a senior 
executive of the organization said. 

Frank Thorp, a retired Navy rear admiral and senior vice 
president of marketing and communications for the USO, 
described the organization’s latest effort, a “unique” public 
service announcement. 

“We at the USO continue to adapt, and as the military has 
focused on treating the invisible wounds of war, the USO set 
out to educate people and to provide information and to 
remove the stigma about invisible wounds,” he said. 

Thorp described two prominent types of invisible wounds 
from which troops have suffered. 

“Specifically, what we’re talking about is post-traumatic 
stress and traumatic brain injury,” he said. “In a lot of ways, 
these are the signature wounds of the wars in Afghanistan and 
Iraq.” 

Troops over the last decade of war have seen horrific 
things on the battlefield, Thorp said. “As a nation, it’s our 
responsibility to help them come back and live a fruitful life in 
society,” he added. “We want to make sure we include them as 
this country moves forward.” 

Thorp noted that video for the USO’s public service 
announcement was shot in a “MTV” style with service 
members “who have been bold enough to come forward” 
speaking in their own words. 

“This isn’t scripted,” he said. “They’re very long-form 
videos that we have. When you watch the PSA, you can then 
go to our website and watch from five to nine minutes about 
individuals who are suffering from invisible wounds of war.” 

Thorp said Army officials -- and specifically, former 
Army Vice Chief of Staff Gen. Peter W. Chiarelli, who retired 
yesterday -- helped with the USO’s research. 

“We worked with General Chiarelli’s staff as he was 
leading the movement in educating people about invisible 
wounds, because we wanted these PSAs to be accurate,” 
Thorp said. “We wanted the Army to be proud of them. We 
wanted everyone in the military to be proud of them.” 

Susan Thomas, the USO’s vice president for warrior and 
family care, said she can relate to both sides of educating 
people on invisible wounds. She’s married to former Marine 
Capt. Eric Thomas, and she is featured alongside him in their 
PSA. 

“I’m very involved from a personal perspective,” Thomas 
said. “I have a very personal understanding of how invisible 
wounds can affect your relationship not only with your 
spouse, but [also] with your friends and your family.” 

She explained the experience of being a caregiver and 
loved one of someone suffering from invisible wounds. 

“It’s certainly something that you don’t really realize 
when you’re going through it,” she said. “It’s been a long 
process, but I think a lot of it has to do with being 
understanding -- recognizing that, often times [when] Eric gets 
frustrated or when he has anxiety about a situation, as his wife, 
I need to be patient with him.” 

Her husband joined the Marine Corps in 2001, completing 
two deployments in Iraq before separating in 2007. 

“My final tour was with the 24th Marine Expeditionary 
Unit,” he said. “We were on a small [forward operating base] 
south of Baghdad known as FOB Kalsu. That was a pretty 
rough tour, and I think that’s probably where most of my 
[post-traumatic stress] originates from.” 

Thomas said he didn’t recognize his symptoms until 
almost two years after he had transitioned to civilian life, 
referring to post-traumatic stress and traumatic brain injury as 
“sneaky situations.” 

“They don’t always present themselves, I feel, right 
away,” he said. “I think that probably the culmination of my 
awareness of how I was feeling and where I was going didn’t 
happen for almost two years after I got out. I finally realized I 
have to seek some sort of assistance – that I can’t do this 
alone.” 

Though he was hesitant at first to share his story with the 
public, Thomas said, he decided educating others was the best 
thing to do. 

“It’s a difficult process to go through at face value,” he 
said. “To delve into the private side of your experiences is a 
whole other story. But the more I thought about it, the more I 
started to think it made a lot of sense to help if you can help. 

“If you have the ability to go out there and cast even a 
small beam of light on an issue like this then it would be worth 
it,” said he continued. “We kind of collectively came to a 
decision that this was something worth doing.” 

Thomas gave advice to service members and caregivers 
going through similar experiences. 

“It’s a marathon. It’s not a sprint,” he said. “It takes time, 
it takes patience, it takes a legitimate interest in wanting to 
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turn a corner to get better...But if you stick to it and you have an open mind, you can certainly get there.” 
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OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
50. Powering Down 
A decline in U.S. military might could upend the world order 
(WASHINGTON POST 03 FEB 12) ... Robert Kagan 

These days “soft” power and “smart” power are in vogue 
(who wants to make the case for “dumb” power?) while 
American “hard” power is on the chopping block. This is, in 
part, a symbolic sacrifice to the fiscal crisis — even though 
the looming defense cuts are a drop in the bucket compared 
with the ballooning entitlement spending that is not being cut. 
And partly this is the Obama administration’s election-year 
strategy of playing to a presumably war-weary nation. 

But there is a theory behind all this: The United States has 
relied too much on hard power for too long, and to be truly 
effective in a complex, modern world, the United States needs 
to emphasize other tools. It must be an attractive power, 
capable of persuading rather than compelling. It must convene 
and corral both partners and non-partners, using economic, 
diplomatic and other means to “leverage” American influence. 

These are sensible arguments. Power takes many forms, 
and it’s smart to make use of all of them. But there is a danger 
in taking this wisdom too far and forgetting just how 
important U.S. military power has been in building and 
sustaining the present liberal international order. 

That order has rested significantly on the U.S. ability to 
provide security in parts of the world, such as Europe and 
Asia, that had known endless cycles of warfare before the 
arrival of the United States. The world’s free-trade, free-
market economy has depended on America’s ability to keep 
trade routes open, even during times of conflict. And the 
remarkably wide spread of democracy around the world owes 
something to America’s ability to provide support to 
democratic forces under siege and to protect peoples from 
dictators such as Moammar Gaddafi and Slobodan Milosevic. 
Some find it absurd that the United States should have a larger 
military than the next 10 nations combined. But that gap in 
military power has probably been the greatest factor in 
upholding an international system that, in historical terms, is 
unique — and uniquely beneficial to Americans. 

Nor should we forget that this power is part of what 
makes America attractive to many other nations. The world 
has not always loved America. During the era of Vietnam and 
Watergate and the ugly last stand of segregationists, America 
was often hated. But nations that relied on the United States 
for security from threatening neighbors tended to overlook the 
country’s flaws. In the 1960s, millions of young Europeans 
took to the streets to protest American “imperialism,” while 
their governments worked to ensure that the alliance with the 
United States held firm. 

Soft power, meanwhile, has its limits. No U.S. president 
has enjoyed more international popularity than Woodrow 
Wilson did when he traveled to Paris to negotiate the treaty 
ending World War I. He was a hero to the world, but he found 

his ability to shape the peace, and to establish the new League 
of Nations, severely limited, in no small part by his 
countrymen’s refusal to commit U.S. military power to the 
defense of the peace. John F. Kennedy, another globally 
admired president, found his popularity of no use in his 
confrontations with Nikita Khrushchev, who, by Kennedy’s 
own admission, “beat the hell out of me” and who may have 
been convinced by his perception of Kennedy’s weakness that 
the United States would tolerate his placing Soviet missiles in 
Cuba. 

The international system is not static. It responds quickly 
to fluctuations in power. If the United States were to cut too 
deeply into its ability to project military power, other nations 
could be counted on to respond accordingly. Those nations 
whose power rises in relative terms would display expanding 
ambitions commensurate with their new clout in the 
international system. They would, as in the past, demand 
particular spheres of influence. Those whose power declined 
in relative terms, like the United States, would have little 
choice but to cede some influence in those areas. Thus China 
would lay claim to its sphere of influence in Asia, Russia in 
eastern Europe and the Caucasus. And, as in the past, these 
burgeoning great-power claims would overlap and conflict: 
India and China claim the same sphere in the Indian Ocean; 
Russia and Europe have overlapping spheres in the region 
between the Black Sea and the Baltic. Without the United 
States to suppress and contain these conflicting ambitions, 
there would have to be complex adjustments to establish a 
new balance. Some of these adjustments could be made 
through diplomacy, as they were sometimes in the past. Other 
adjustments might be made through war or the threat of war, 
as also happened in the past. 

The biggest illusion is to imagine that as American power 
declines, the world stays the same. 

What has been true since the time of Rome remains true 
today: There can be no world order without power to preserve 
it, to shape its norms, uphold its institutions, defend the sinews 
of its economic system and keep the peace. Military power can 
be abused, wielded unwisely and ineffectively. It can be 
deployed to answer problems that it cannot answer or that 
have no answer. But it is also essential. No nation or group of 
nations that renounced power could expect to maintain any 
kind of world order. If the United States begins to look like a 
less reliable defender of the present order, that order will begin 
to unravel. People might indeed find Americans very attractive 
in this weaker state, but if the United States cannot help them 
when and where they need help the most, they will make other 
arrangements. 
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51. The Devil In The Deep Blue Detail 
Fiendishly complex disputes in the South China Sea dangerously simplified 
(THE ECONOMIST 04 FEB 12) 

The South China Sea and its myriad disputes have 
spawned academic analysis on an industrial scale. But as an 
attention-grabbing international issue, the wrangling has an 
image problem: so many contested, arcane technicalities; so 
many conferences and research papers—in sum, so much talk; 
but so few shots fired in anger. 

That may be why commentators tend to paint the disputes 
in an almost apocalyptic light: “The South China Sea is the 
Future of Conflict” shrieked an article last September in 
Foreign Policy, an American journal. The author, Robert 
Kaplan, forecast that “just as German soil constituted the 
military front line of the cold war, the waters of the South 
China Sea may constitute the military front line of the coming 
decades.” 

He may well be right. The disputes over the sea are no 
nearer a resolution than ever. But they have persisted for 
decades without threatening global peace and need not 
inevitably become the main focus of tension between China 
and America. There is a danger that putting the sea in the same 
sentence as the cold war too often is self-fulfilling. A recent 
publication (“Co-operation from Strength”) from the Centre 
for a New American Security (CNAS), an American think-
tank, uses the sea to argue for an American naval build-up. 
And some Chinese observers seem all too keen to become 
maritime cold warriors. 

Take, for example, some of the reaction in the Chinese 
press to the news at the end of January that the Philippines 
wants to “maximise” its mutual defence treaty with the United 
States, with more joint exercises, and more American soldiers 
rotating through. Explaining the decision, officials referred to 
threats arising from “territorial disputes.” America is not going 
to bully Malaysia over the Philippines’ historic claim to Sabah 
in Borneo, so this must have meant the South China Sea. Of 
all the claimants to islands, reefs, rocks and waters there, the 
one with which the Philippines is in active dispute is China. 
That was certainly how the news was taken by China’s Global 
Times newspaper, which called for sanctions against the 
Philippines. 

Philippine governments also pay a political price at home 
for security ties with America. The current one may have felt 
provoked by China’s seeming to ignore its protest about the 
incursion in December of three Chinese vessels in what it calls 
the “West Philippine Sea.” Such spats are commonplace. 
China and Taiwan (as the “Republic of China,” and largely 
irrelevantly) appear to claim almost all the South China Sea, 
citing an old map showing nine disconnected lines around its 
rim. Vietnam claims the Paracel chain in the north, from 
which China evicted it in 1974, and the Spratlys in the south, 
where Brunei and Malaysia as well as the Philippines have 
partial claims. In the past there have been flare-ups—between 
Vietnam and China in 1988, and between China and the 
Philippines in 1995. In normal times, conflict is waged partly 
through the competitive building of structures on occupied 

islets and the harassment of fishing and oil-exploration 
vessels. But it is mainly waged through diplomacy. 

The stakes are high, because of the enormous economic 
significance of the sea. It accounts for as much as one-tenth of 
the fishing catch landed globally; around half the tonnage of 
intercontinental trade in commercial goods passes through; 
and, in a phrase that haunts the academic literature like the 
ghost of Christmas future, it is the “new Persian Gulf”—a 
claimed treasure chest of hydrocarbons that China, anxious 
about the vulnerability of its own supplies, sees as its own. 

With plenty to argue about there are three reasons why the 
arguments are becoming more strident. The first is that the 
America-Philippines “reinforcement” of their defence 
arrangement has to be seen in the context of the much touted 
“pivot” of American strategy towards Asia. Following the 
announcement in November of a permanent presence of 
American marines in Darwin in northern Australia, the shift 
fuels Chinese fears that America is seeking to contain its rise, 
both through its own military deployments, and through 
alliances with “small” countries such as the Philippines 
(population 100m-odd). Second, both the Philippines and 
Vietnam may soon start extracting oil. China will not want 
such facts under the water to set precedents. 

Third and most important, China’s position continues to 
unnerve the other claimants. It is unclear, for example, what 
the dotted-line claim is based on. And, refusing to 
countenance serious negotiations with the Association of 
South-East Asian Nations (ASEAN), to which four of the 
claimants belong, China appears to want to pick off its 
members one by one. Until recently, its fiercest rows were 
with Vietnam. That relationship seems to be going through a 
relatively mellow phase as it bullies the Philippines. And last 
July it did agree with ASEAN on “guidelines” for 
implementing a “declaration” on a code of conduct agreed on 
by the two parties back in 2002 to reduce tensions in the South 
China Sea. Last year ASEAN was under Indonesian 
chairmanship. Neither the new annual chair, Cambodia, nor 
the next two, Brunei and Myanmar, are likely to risk 
antagonising China by making the sea a multilateral issue. 

How Cold Wars Start 
Already, last July’s “breakthrough” looks more like a 

stalling tactic. Not only is a settlement of the disputes not in 
sight; no mechanism that might eventually lead to one is even 
under discussion. China seems to calculate that, although all 
the countries involved are building up their armed forces, it 
has so much more capacity for military spending that it will 
soon be lording it over them all. 

So the chances are that America, with its mighty navy and 
abiding interest in the freedom of navigation and commerce, 
will become still more involved in what the CNAS report calls 
“the strategic bellwether for determining the future of U.S. 
leadership in the Asia-Pacific region.” China, after all, seems 
determined to put that assertion to the test. 

Return to Index 



 39

 
52. Budget Ax Poses Threat To Shipyard 
(PORTSMOUTH (NH) HERALD 03 FEB 12) ... Editorial 

Portsmouth Naval Shipyard workers and the Seacoast 
community learned last week that the dreaded spectre of a new 
Base Realignment and Closure process is being considered in 
Washington, D.C. 

It was only six years ago, after all, when the shipyard was 
on a BRAC list slated for closure. While it survived that 
process intact, and is today a much stronger shipyard with 
more employees and work lined up for the forseeable future, 
no one should take this newest threat lightly. 

Here's the reality. Defense Secretary Leon Panetta has to 
cut $487 billion in Pentagon spending over the next decade. 
The two BRAC rounds he envisions in 2013 and 2015 are only 
part of a series of reductions that must be made to meet initial 
spending caps mandated by the Budget Control Act. If Panetta 
wanted to send fear into the hearts of just about every member 
of Congress, he certainly achieved it. 

It took just hours before our own New Hampshire and 
Maine senators put out a statement decrying the proposal, a 
scenario played out across the country last week in every 
community that hosts a military base or installation. Our 
senators make the valid point that the Pentagon should trim 
overseas bases first, as it looks to significantly reduce troops 
stationed outside the United States, particularly in Europe. But 
$487 billion is hardly an insignificant sum, and it is clear some 
tough decisions are going to have to be made. 

The shipyard is in a very good position to withstand a 
BRAC process. It's hired a significant number of workers in 
recent years — 470 in 2009 and 250 in 2010 — and increased 
its apprenticeship program, as well. As one of only four public 
shipyards in the country, it has a steady workload through 
2020, especially now that it is equipped to handle the newest 
line of Navy subs, the Virginia class. 

Strengthening its position, the shipyard has also taken in 
two orphans from the Brunswick Naval Air Station in Maine, 
which was ordered closed in 2005. The Navy Survival 
Evasion, Resistance and Escape School opened in September 
2010 and the New England Army Recruiting Battalion opened 
in June 2011. 

We are also very lucky on the Seacoast to have such 
strong senators from New Hampshire and Maine, all of whom 
have pledged to fight the BRAC process. Three of them — 
Sens. Jeanne Shaheen and Kelly Ayotte of New Hampshire 
and Susan Collins of Maine — are on the Senate Armed 
Services Committee. And they are well-positioned to be aware 
of developments as they happen. 

But the $487 billion could only be a preview of coming 
attractions. 

Because the so-called national debt "supercommittee" 
failed to come up with a budget-cutting plan by the end of last 
year, $1.2 trillion in automatic cuts are in store government-
wide if Congress fails to slash spending before the end of this 
year. The Defense Department's share of that trimming is $500 
billion. Just yesterday, five senators including Ayotte 
introduced a plan to delay a portion of those defense cuts by 
extending a federal worker pay freeze through 2014 and 
cutting the federal work force by 5 percent. We applaud their 
efforts as a good-faith starting place to begin discussions. But 
those measures would only eliminate about one-fifth of the 
Pentagon's looming $500 billion haircut. More clearly needs 
to be done, but in the paralyzing atmosphere that permeates 
Washington these days, we have to wonder whether anything 
will happen. 

If a plan isn't put in place by the end of the year, the 
shipyard will not be alone in fighting for its very life. 
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53. Of A Mind To Attack Iran 
(WASHINGTON POST 03 FEB 12) ... David Ignatius 

BRUSSELS--Defense Secretary Leon Panetta has a lot on 
his mind these days, from cutting the defense budget to 
managing the drawdown of U.S. forces in Afghanistan. But 
his biggest worry is the growing possibility that Israel will 
attack Iran over the next few months. 

Panetta believes there is a strong likelihood that Israel 
will strike Iran in April, May or June — before Iran enters 
what Israelis described as a “zone of immunity” to commence 
building a nuclear bomb. Very soon, the Israelis fear, the 
Iranians will have stored enough enriched uranium in deep 
underground facilities to make a weapon — and only the 
United States could then stop them militarily. 

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu doesn’t want 
to leave the fate of Israel dependent on American action, 
which would be triggered by intelligence that Iran is building 
a bomb, which it hasn’t done yet. 

Israeli Defense Minister Ehud Barak may have signaled 
the prospect of an Israeli attack soon when he asked last 
month to postpone a planned U.S.-Israel military exercise that 
would culminate in a live-fire phase in May. Barak apologized 
that Israel couldn’t devote the resources to the annual exercise 
this spring. 

President Obama and Panetta are said to have cautioned 
the Israelis that the United States opposes an attack, believing 
that it would derail an increasingly successful international 
economic sanctions program and other non-military efforts to 
stop Iran from crossing the threshold. But the White House 
hasn’t yet decided precisely how the United States would 
respond if the Israelis do attack. 

The Obama administration is conducting intense 
discussions about what an Israeli attack would mean for the 
United States: whether Iran would target U.S. ships in the 
region or try to close the Strait of Hormuz; and what effect the 
conflict and a likely spike in oil prices would have on the 
fragile global economy. 

The administration appears to favor staying out of the 
conflict unless Iran hits U.S. assets, which would trigger a 
strong U.S. response. 

This U.S. policy — signaling that Israel is acting on its 
own — might open a breach like the one in 1956, when 
President Dwight Eisenhower condemned an Israeli-European 
attack on the Suez Canal. Complicating matters is the 2012 
presidential campaign, which has Republicans candidates 
clamoring for stronger U.S. support of Israel. 



 40

Administration officials caution that Tehran shouldn’t 
misunderstand: The United States has a 60-year commitment 
to Israeli security, and if Israel’s population centers were hit, 
the United States could feel obligated to come to Israel’s 
defense. 

Israelis are said to believe that a military strike could be 
limited and contained. They would bomb the uranium-
enrichment facility at Natanz and other targets; an attack on 
the buried enrichment facility at Qom would be harder from 
the air. Iranians would retaliate, but Israelis doubt that the 
action would be an overwhelming barrage, with rockets from 
Hezbollah forces in Lebanon. One Israeli estimate is that the 
Jewish state might have to absorb 500 casualties. 

Israelis point to Syria’s lack of response to an Israeli 
attack on a nuclear reactor there in 2007. Iranians might show 
similar restraint, because of fear the regime would be 
endangered by all-out war. Some Israelis have also likened a 
strike on Iran to the 1976 hostage-rescue raid on Entebbe, 
Uganda, which was followed by a change of regime in that 
country. 

Israeli leaders are said to accept, and even welcome, the 
prospect of going it alone and demonstrating their resolve at a 
time when their security is undermined by the Arab Spring. 

“You stay to the side, and let us do it,” one Israeli official 
is said to have advised the United States. A “short-war” 
scenario assumes five days or so of limited Israeli strikes, 
followed by a U.N.-brokered cease-fire. The Israelis are said 
to recognize that damage to the nuclear program might be 
modest, requiring another strike in a few years. 

U.S. officials see two possible ways to dissuade the 
Israelis from such an attack: Tehran could finally open serious 
negotiations for a formula to verifiably guarantee that its 
nuclear program will remain a civilian one; or the United 
States could step up its covert actions to degrade the program 
so much that Israelis would decide that military action wasn’t 
necessary. 

U.S. officials don’t think that Netanyahu has made a final 
decision to attack, and they note that top Israeli intelligence 
officials remain skeptical of the project. But senior Americans 
doubt that the Israelis are bluffing. They’re worrying about the 
guns of spring — and the unintended consequences. 
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54. India's Strategic Importance To The U.S. 
(BOSTON GLOBE 03 FEB 12) ... Nicholas Burns 

We have grown accustomed to think of foreign policy as a 
series of unending crises in this complex time. And there are 
plenty of problems for Americans to confront overseas, from 
Iranian and North Korean nuclear ambitions to our decade-
long war in Afghanistan. But success in foreign policy is also 
about taking advantage of opportunities. If coping with a more 
powerful China will be the great challenge for the United 
States in the next half century, India may be the great 
opportunity. 

India is of immense strategic importance to the United 
States. It can help in limiting possible future Chinese 
expansion as we seek to maintain a preponderance of military 
power by the democratic countries of Asia - one of the most 
important American global objectives. India has helped the 
United States to support the embattled Karzai government in 
Afghanistan. Its booming high-tech economy is a source of 
growing trade and investment for American companies. It has 
one of the world's most admired leaders, Prime Minister 
Manmohan Singh. Presidents Clinton, Bush, and Obama have 
all worked to build this partnership in rare bipartisan fashion. 

India, however, can also be a frustrating partner. Its 
diplomats have dueled with the United States unproductively 
on global trade talks and on other issues at the United Nations. 
It has stalled in implementing the nuclear deal with the United 
States and disappointed expectations it would open its 
economy further to foreign investment. It has not supported 
tough U.S. and European sanctions against Iran and criticized 
NATO's successful intervention in Libya last spring. Working 
with India is not easy, and some in Washington are impatient 
that it has, in some ways, failed to meet its obvious potential 
to lead globally. Our problem may not be an India that is too 
strong but one that is too weak and uncertain. 

But it would be a mistake to give up on India. India's 
leaders acknowledge that they will need closer strategic ties 
with the United States to balance their often troublesome 
neighbors - Pakistan and, increasingly, China. They prize the 

close military ties with the United States and appreciate the 
political bond between our democracies. We will have to get 
used to the fact that our partnership will likely advance by fits 
and starts as we gradually learn to work together, not as allies, 
but as equals in a transformed world where the United States 
is still the single strongest country but joined at the global 
leadership table by newcomers India, China, and Brazil. 

The Indian subcontinent's central location between China 
and Japan in the East and the Arabian Peninsula in the West 
can also help the United States to manipulate a rapidly 
changing strategic map of the world. Americans since our 
founding have thought of Europe as our central partner and the 
Mediterranean as the epicenter of global politics. While 
Europe is still vital to the United States, it is Asia that will 
likely dominate the future. The strategist Robert Kaplan 
predicts the Indian Ocean will replace the Mediterranean as 
the central arena of global energy flows, container traffic, and 
politics in this century. 

That is why Obama's recent pivot to Asia is the most 
important strategic advance of his presidency. Given China's 
challenge to America's 60-year domination of the Asia-Pacific 
region, Obama was smart to announce a reinvigoration of U.S. 
alliances with Japan and South Korea and the stationing of 
U.S. Marines in northern Australia as well as a new trade 
partnership for the region's democracies. 

But Obama's pivot to East Asia will be incomplete if does 
not include South Asia and India as well. U.S. officials seem 
reluctant to link India to this policy. They should do so as a 
signal to New Delhi of strategic commitment and to Beijing 
that we are serious about maintaining a U.S. presence in Asia 
for decades to come. 

Americans have learned that we cannot shrink from our 
global responsibilities and that we cannot hope to succeed by 
acting alone in the world. We will thus need to rely on friends 
new and old alike to defend against the tough challenges and 
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to take advantage of the more positive opportunities that lie 
ahead. If we are patient, India can be one of those friends. 

Nicholas Burns is professor of the practice of diplomacy 
and international politics at Harvard's Kennedy School of 
Government. 
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55. Our Scantily Protected North Needs A Bigger Naval Show 
(SYDNEY MORNING HERALD 02 FEB 12) ... Scott Barnes 

Defence Minister Stephen Smith is right to consider 
expanding Australia's naval presence around the north-west 
coast of Australia. The location of ships in this country, with 
the vast majority at port in Sydney, is out of step with present 
and future reality, and is insufficient as both a deterrent and as 
a defensive measure. 

In a working report, known as the Force Posture Review, 
due to be completed in March, national security experts Dr 
Allan Hawke and Ric Smith have correctly suggested a change 
in Australia's military, particularly naval, focal point. It is 
crucial that the government moves to boost the presence of 
serious defence resources around the Western Australian, 
Northern Territory and Queensland coasts. 

At present, the only naval force protecting Australia's 
north is a patrol boat force operating out of Darwin and 
Cairns. This force, which starred in the drama Sea Patrol, 
consists of only 14 boats, which were primarily designed to 
deal with illegal fishing and immigration offences. Each boat 
is fitted with a one-inch gun and two hand-operated machine 
guns, which means that the boats are incapable of sufficiently 
defending the country, or even themselves, against a foreign 
naval or air force. 

The vast majority of the fleet's major war-fighting ships 
are based in Sydney, with a handful based at Fleet Base West 
on Garden Island, an hour south of Perth. In the admittedly 
unlikely but not inconceivable event that a foreign military 
chooses to attack our northern interests, either off the coast or 
on the mainland, it would take far too long to send a warship 
from Sydney or Perth. 

Which raises the question: what is the point of a naval 
defence force if it's not located in a position in which it can 
actually defend the nation? 

With the economic rise of Asia comes military 
advancement, meaning that neighbouring countries to our 
north, which have never previously posed a serious threat to 
our national security, could in fact do so in coming years. We 
are unlikely to face attack from our allies to the south-east, 
namely New Zealand, as Minister Smith said in jest this week, 
but jokes aside, if any threat exists it will, of course, come 
from the north. 

The report notes the vulnerability of energy sources off 
the north-west coast and on the mainland in WA, the NT and 
Queensland. In a world in which energy security is fast 
gaining importance, it is critical that we do not leave ourselves 
as open as we are. While an attack is highly unlikely at 
present, the reality of national security is that a country must 
be prepared for the worst. As government well knows, it takes 
significant time to upgrade infrastructure, and today's friend 
could well be tomorrow's foe in the dynamic world of foreign 
relations. 

To ensure these vulnerabilities are reduced it would be 
ideal to base at least two warships in the north-west region, 
most likely in Darwin. These warships would be frigates, 
Australia's most deadly surface vessels. They carry between 
170 and 220 personnel and are more than 100 metres in 
length. With huge guns, harpoons, torpedoes, anti-air missiles 
and weighing between 3600 and 4200 tonnes these ships are 
capable of acting both as a deterrent and a serious fighting 
force. Smith must also ensure that the government adopts the 
report's recommendation that civilian port facilities in some or 
all of locations such as Exmouth, Dampier, Port Hedland and 
Broome in WA be upgraded to allow easier use by the navy. 

Fleet Base West near Perth must also be further 
developed to ensure that it maintains a constant and significant 
major naval presence there. Defence is acquiring two landing 
helicopter docks, Australia's biggest ships since the aircraft 
carrier HMAS Melbourne was decommissioned in 1982. It is 
critical, for the aforementioned reasons, that they are not both 
based in Sydney, which would be both impractical and make 
for an easy target. At present the navy struggles to find crew 
for its ships and submarines based at Fleet Base West. This 
must be rectified. If WA is an undesirable location for naval 
personnel to live, defence must do something to make the 
option more palatable. 

If Smith is to prove himself as a man of action he must 
take these timely steps to protect Australia's long-term 
strategic and economic interests. 

Scott Barnes is a Melbourne-based writer and a former 
Sub-Lieutenant Maritime Warfare Officer in the Royal 
Australian Navy. 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Navy Fleet Will Not Hit 313, No Growth for 5 Years: CNO 
(AOL DEFENSE 07 FEB 12) ... Otto Kreisher 

ABOARD THE USS WASP - Putting the best face on a potentially grim future, the Navy's top officer is telling his Sailors that 
the active fleet will be about the same size in five years as it is now, despite recently announced plans to retire a bunch of ships early 
and to not build as many new ones as planned. 

 
2. USFF Congratulates Bataan's Crew 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 07 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class James Turner, USS Bataan Public Affairs 

MOREHEAD CITY, N.C. -- Sailors and Marines assigned to multipurpose amphibious assault ship USS Bataan (LHD 5) 
received a visit from the commander of U.S Fleet Forces (USFF) Feb. 6. 

 
3. Wasp, ESG-2 Begin Bold Alligator "D-Day" Operations 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 07 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Drae C. Parker, USS Wasp Public Affairs 

USS WASP, At Sea -- Amphibious assault ship USS Wasp (LHD 1) started "D-Day" operations Feb. 6 as Exercise Bold Alligator 
switches from its initial stages into full exercise combat operations. 

 
4. USS Mississippi Commissioning Moved From Gulfport To Pascagoula 
(MOBILE PRESS-REGISTER 07 FEB 12) ... Kaija Wilkinson 

PASCAGOULA, Mississippi -- The USS Mississippi will be commissioned in Pascagoula rather than Gulfport, Congressman 
Steven Palazzo and Secretary of the Navy Ray Mabus announced this afternoon. 

 

CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
5. Bataan Ends Longest Navy Deployment In Nearly 40 Years 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 08 FEB 12) ... Corinne Reilly 

ABOARD THE BATAAN - Rhaterahmi White can count on two hands - maybe one, even - the number of true days off he's had 
since this amphibious assault ship pulled away from Norfolk Naval Station nearly a year ago. 

 
6. Navy-Marines' Amphib Mission Has Reptilian Name 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 08 FEB 12) ... Kate Wiltrout 

VIRGINIA BEACH - For months, Navy and Marine Corps brass have talked up a massive training exercise with a funny name - 
Bold Alligator - and a serious objective: revitalizing amphibious warfare. 

 
7. Bold Alligator Exercise Takes Fight To The Shore 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 07 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Chad V. Pritt, USS Kearsarge Public Affairs 

USS KEARSARGE, Atlantic Ocean -- Four months to the day before the 68th anniversary of the landing at Normandy, the Navy 
and Marine Corps team conducted another historic amphibious operation. 

 
8. MARSOC, Intel Teams Spotlighted In 'Bold Alligator' 
(AOL DEFENSE 07 FEB 12) ... Carlo Munoz 

ABOARD THE USS WASP - Ship to shore operations were not the only thing the Navy and Marine Corps looked to sharpen 
during the biggest amphibious exercise in over a decade. 
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9. Naval Mine And Anti-Submarine Warfare Command Supports Exercise Bold Alligator 2012 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 07 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist Seaman Molly Treece, Navy Public Affairs Support Element, 
Norfolk 

NORFOLK, Va. -- The Naval Mine and Anti-Submarine Warfare Command (NMAWC) conducted a synthetic underwater mine-
clearing exercise in support of exercise Bold Alligator 2012 (BA12) at Naval Warfare Development Command onboard Naval Station 
Norfolk Feb 3. 

 
10. Special Ops Teams First In, Last Out In Afghan War 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 08 FEB 12) ... Kimberly Dozier 

WASHINGTON -- First in and last out — that's the current plan for elite U.S. forces in Afghanistan, according to Adm. Bill 
McRaven. 

 
11. U.S. Special Ops To Grow As DoD Budget Shrinks 
(DEFENSE NEWS 07 FEB 12) ... Marcus Weisgerber 

The number of U.S. special operations forces will increase over the next five years even as the Pentagon prepares to cut personnel 
and $259 billion in planned spending over that same period. 

 
12. New Naval Research Chief Aligning New Technologies With DoD Strategy 
(FEDERAL NEWS RADIO 07 FEB 12) ... Tom Temin 

Naval research has a new chief — Rear Admiral Matthew Klunder. 
 

13. USS Louisville Commences Western Pacific Deployment 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 07 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Ronald Gutridge, Commander, Submarine Force 
U.S. Pacific Fleet Public Affairs 

Pearl Harbor -- Friends and families of the crew from USS Louisville (SSN 724) gathered at the submarine piers at Joint Base 
Pearl Harbor-Hickam to say goodbye as the Los Angeles-class submarine departed for a scheduled Western Pacific deployment, Feb. 
7. 

 
14. USS Mustin Arrives In Ishikari 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 07 FEB 12) ... Ensign Margaret Morton, USS Mustin Public Affairs 

ISHIKARI, Japan -- The Arleigh Burke-class guided missile destroyer USS Mustin (DDG 89) arrived in Ishikari for a port visit 
Feb. 6. 

 
15. Guam National Guard & Navy Team Up For Explosives Training 
(PACIFIC NEWS CENTER (GUAM) 08 FEB 12) ... Josh Tyquiengco 

GUAM - Over 50 soldiers with the Guam Army National Guard and the Navy's EOD Mobile Unit 1 are out at Andersen South 
conducting explosives training for the next couple of days. 

 
16. Navy Establishes MESG-1 Det. Guam 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 07 FEB 12) ... JoAnna Delfin, Joint Region Edge Staff 

SANTA RITA, Guam -- Maritime Expeditionary Security Squadron (MSRON) 7 was officially disestablished and Maritime 
Expeditionary Security Group (MESG) 1 Det. Guam was established during a ceremony on U.S. Naval Base Guam, Feb. 3. 

 

GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
17. U.S. Military Beginning Review Of Syria Options 
(CNN 07 FEB 12) ... Barbara Starr 

Although the U.S. focus remains on exerting diplomatic and economic pressure on Syria, the Pentagon and the U.S. Central 
Command have begun a preliminary internal review of U.S. military capabilities, CNN has learned. 

 
18. New Naval Warship Completes First Patrol Mission Off Spratly Islands 
(PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 07 FEB 12) ... Redempto D. Anda 

PUERTO PRINCESA CITY, Philippines—The country’s newest naval warship, which made a port of call here at the Palawan 
capital on Monday following its first patrol mission around the areas being claimed by the Philippines in the disputed Spratly islands, 
in the West Philippine Sea (South China Sea), held a one-day “open house” on Tuesday. 
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19. U.S. To Send Second Ship To Bolster Philippines 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 07 FEB 12) 

WASHINGTON - The U.S. will soon give a second Coast Guard cutter to the Philippines as part of efforts to boost the ally’s 
military amid tensions at sea with China, officials said Tuesday. 

 
20. India Upgrades Its Military With China In Mind 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 08 FEB 12) ... Nirmala George 

NEW DELHI — In recent weeks, India has decided to buy 126 fighter jets from France, taken delivery of a nuclear-powered 
submarine from Russia and prepared for its first aircraft carrier — modernizing its military to face a rising China. 

 
21. Russian Navy To Get 10 Borey Class Nuclear Subs 
(RIA NOVOSTI 07 FEB 12) 

MOSCOW - The Russian Navy will receive at least 10 new Borey class strategic nuclear submarines in line with a revised state 
armament procurement program until 2020, Kommersant daily said in Tuesday. 

 
22. A Sign Of The Times? Russian Naval Vessel Dwarfs British Warship 
(WALES ONLINE 07 FEB 12) 

Images of a British warship dwarfed by a Russian aircraft carrier as it passes UK waters have been released by the Royal Navy. 
 

23. Argentina's President Will Complain To UN About Warship 
(THE INDEPENDENT (UK) 08 FEB 12) 

Argentina is to make a formal complaint to the United Nations Security Council after accusing Britain of "militarising" their long 
dispute over the Falkland Islands. 

 
24. Ability Of U.K. To Conduct A Future Libya-Style Campaign Questioned 
(DEFENSE NEWS 07 FEB 12) ... Andrew Chuter 

LONDON — A parliamentary defense committee has questioned if Britain will still have the ability to conduct future operations 
on the scale of the Libya campaign after the strategic defense and security review has been fully implemented. 

 
25. Shortage Of Skilled Engineers Could Cripple U.K Industry 
(DEFENSE NEWS 07 FEB 12) ... Andrew Chuter 

LONDON — Britain’s defense and aerospace industry is in danger of being “choked” by shortages of skilled engineers, 
insufficient research spending and the failure to adopt a clear national strategy, according to the new president of the country’s leading 
trade organization, ADS. 

 

PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
26. Reserve Mobilizations Continue Steep Drop 
Top Officer: 2013 Figure Will Be About Half Of 2010 Peak 
(NAVY TIMES 13 FEB 12) ... Joshua Stewart 

This time next year, fewer reservists will be mobilized than any time since February 2005. 
 

27. Officials: Women Can Suffer Same Deployment Ills As Men 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 07 FEB 12) ... Terri Moon Cronk 

WASHINGTON – It once was thought that servicewomen neither were exposed to the same combat situations as men nor 
developed the same psychological injuries. But officials now recognize otherwise. 

 
28. DoD Launches Pay Calculator For Wounded Troops 
(NAVY TIMES 07 FEB 12) ... Patricia Kime 

The Defense Department has launched a new website for wounded service members and families to calculate their Special 
Compensation for Assistance with Activities of Daily Living, or SCAADL, pay. 

 
29. Survey Seeks To Rank Pay Vs. Benefits 
(NAVY TIMES 13 FEB 12) ... Rick Maze 

A new survey is asking service members about what tradeoffs in military benefits they would be willing to make, such as whether 
a 15 percent hike in basic pay now would make up for reduced retirement benefits later. 
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30. Officer Force Management Efforts Lead to Smaller FY13 SER Board 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 07 FEB 12) ... Chief of Naval Personnel Public Affairs 

WASHINGTON -- The Navy's past successful efforts to balance the officer corps resulted in the need to conduct a selective early 
retirement (SER) board for only two communities in the restricted line and staff corps this year as announced in NAVADMIN 048/12, 
Feb 7. 

 
31. USS Nimitz Sailor Killed Outside Seattle Nightclub 
(KITSAP (WA) SUN 07 FEB 12) ... Ed Friedrich 

SEATTLE — Police are searching for the person who shot and killed a USS Nimitz Sailor early Sunday in Seattle, the Navy 
announced Tuesday. 

 

FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
32. P-8A Makes Debut In Bold Alligator Exercise 
(NAVY TIMES 07 FEB 12) ... Christopher P. Cavas 

Swooping low over the aircraft carrier Enterprise, the Navy’s newest jet looks every bit a war craft, with little to belie its 
commercial airliner lineage or current test missions. 

 
33. Pentagon Oil Spending May Snarl Efforts To Trim $490 Billion 
(BLOOMBERG GOVERNMENT 08 FEB 12) ... Danielle Ivory 

The U.S. military’s appetite for oil may snarl efforts to pare defense spending by about $490 billion in the next decade. 
 

34. U.S. Navy Checks Biofuel Plant 
(MACKAY DAILY MERCURY (AUSTRALIA) 08 FEB 12) ... Andrea Davy 

U.S. Navy jets could one day be powered by biofuel produced at Mackay Sugar's Racecourse mill. 
 

35. DOD Spokesman: Panetta Will Defend Lifting F-35 'Probation' 
(NATIONAL JOURNAL 07 FEB 12) ... Kevin Baron 

Defense Secretary Leon Panetta will defend his January decision to lift the “probation” on the development of the F-35B fighter, 
his spokesman said on Tuesday, in response to strong criticism from key senators with oversight responsibilities over the costly plane. 

 
36. China's Role In JSF's Spiraling Costs 
(AVIATION WEEK 07 FEB 12) ... David Fulghum, Bill Sweetman, Amy Butler 

WASHINGTON - How much of the F-35 Joint Strike Fighter’s spiraling cost in recent years can be traced to China’s cybertheft 
of technology and the subsequent need to reduce the fifth-generation aircraft’s vulnerability to detection and electronic attack? 

 

BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
37. Residents Encouraged To Design USS North Dakota Crest 
(KFYR NBC BISMARCK (ND) 07 FEB 12) ... Jessica Roose 

The last time a naval ship was named after our state was in 1910 and after a lot of hard work and dedication we are finally 
receiving a second. Before the ship is commissioned in 2014, crew members are asking for help creating the ships crest. 

 
38. Navy Medicine Facilities Continue To Gain Level 3 Medical Home Port Recognition 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 07 FEB 12)) ... Valerie A. Kremer, U.S. Navy Bureau of Medicine and Surgery Public Affairs 

WASHINGTON -- Navy Medicine announced Feb. 7 that 15 Navy medical facilities have achieved Level 3 Patient Centered 
Medical Home status as designated by the National Committee for Quality Assurance in the last two months. 

 
39. U.S., Japan To Announce Troop Relocation Plan 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 08 FEB 12) ... Sachiko Sakamaki and Takashi Hirokawa 

The U.S. and Japan will agree to move thousands of Marines to Guam from Okinawa as the Obama administration cuts costs and 
bypasses a stalled base relocation agreement that has frayed bilateral ties. 

 
40. Unpredictable Financial Burden Relating To USFJ Relocation 
(ASAHI SHIMBUN 07 FEB 12) 

TOKYO - The review of U.S. Forces Japan (USFJ) realignment plans is certain to affect Japan’s share of the financial burden. 
Japan is poised to demand a reduction in the financial share with the reduction of the number of U.S. Marines to be moved to Guam. 
However, new U.S. demands may result in an increase in cost. What will happen to the $6 billion that Japan pledged under the 2006 
agreement? This will be a major issue in the review talks. 
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41. TSC, Learning Site Great Lakes Sailors Become Saturday Scholars 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 07 FEB 12) ... James F. Antonucci, Training Support Center Great Lakes Public Affairs 

GREAT LAKES, Ill. -- Sailors and students from Training Support Center (TSC) and Learning Sites, Great Lakes volunteered at 
John Milton Gregory School to tutor and mentor 4th and 5th graders Feb. 4. 

 
42. Migrants At Base 'Broke Rules,' Face New Limits 
(MIAMI HERALD 08 FEB 12) ... Carol Rosenberg 

Nearly three dozen Cuban asylum seekers were confined to the Leeward side of the U.S. Navy base at Guantanamo Tuesday, no 
longer able to send packages to family across the minefield in a security crackdown at the U.S. migrant center at the base in southeast 
Cuba. 

 

NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
43. Insiders: Pentagon's Budget Cuts Are Pragmatic For Changing Times 
Experts say NATO should end combat role in Afghanistan in 2014 as scheduled. 
(NATIONAL JOURNAL 07 FEB 12) ... Sara Sorcher 

Three-quarters of National Journal’s National Security Insiders said the Obama administration’s plan to cut the Pentagon budget 
was a smart decision driven by the end of the Iraq war and the nation’s current fiscal crisis, dismissing criticism by defense hawks 
who maintain that chopping nearly $500 billion over 10 years could undermine the military’s capabilities. 

 
44. Senators Launch Assault On Veterans' High Unemployment 
(THE HILL 07 FEB 12) ... Vicki Needham 

A bipartisan trio of senators launched an assault Tuesday to reduce joblessness among the nation's veterans. 
 

45. Pentagon Devising Cyber Acquisition Strategy 
(DEFENSE DAILY 08 FEB 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

Cyber warfare and security systems should be procured outside the traditional acquisition process to allow for quicker fielding to 
counter rapidly evolving threats, Frank Kendall, the Pentagon's acting top official for acquisition, said this week. 

 
46. Carrier Game Could Involve SDSU In 2012 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 07 FEB 12) ... Mark Zeigler 

There may or may not be a Carrier Classic college basketball game next fall, it may or may not be outdoors on an active Navy 
ship, it may or may not be organized by the same promotions company, and it may or may not involve San Diego State. 

 

OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
47. Victims Of Military Rape Deserve Justice 
(CNN 07 FEB 12) ... Jackie Speier 

Secretary of Defense Leon Panetta has announced new initiatives to curtail what he calls "the epidemic" of rape and sexual 
assaults in our armed forces. In 2010, an estimated 19,000 service members were raped or sexually assaulted by other service 
members. Clearly, more resources devoted to counseling for victims and training for prosecutors and judges will help. 

 
48. Changing Military Must Be Done Right 
(WASHINGTON EXAMINER 03 FEB 12) ... Rep. Mike Coffman 

Congress and the Pentagon face the enormous challenge of restructuring our military with a reduced budget. It's the right thing to 
do at the right time. 

 
49. Make Efforts To Prevent Futenma From Becoming Permanent Fixture 
(YOMIURI SHIMBUN 07 FEB 12) ... Editorial 

The governments of Japan and the U.S. have reached a general agreement to revise the 2006 U.S. Forces Japan realignment plan. 
This is probably not a bad idea in order to prevent the worst-case scenario in which both the relocation of the U.S. Marine Corps’ 
Futenma Air Station and the transfer of Marines stationed in Okinawa to Guam end up falling apart. 

 
50. North Dakota On A Sub-Mission To Find Good Crest 
(FARGO (ND) INFORUM 07 FEB 12) ... John Lamb 

The USS North Dakota is looking for an image. 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Navy Fleet Will Not Hit 313, No Growth for 5 Years: CNO 
(AOL DEFENSE 07 FEB 12) ... Otto Kreisher 

ABOARD THE USS WASP - Putting the best face on a 
potentially grim future, the Navy's top officer is telling his 
Sailors that the active fleet will be about the same size in five 
years as it is now, despite recently announced plans to retire a 
bunch of ships early and to not build as many new ones as 
planned. 

Adm. Jonathan Greenert, Chief of Naval Operations, told 
Sailors and Marines here that the number of ships in the fleet 
in 2017 "will be about the same, 285, but it won't be going up 
as high as we wanted." 

The Navy has planned for at least 313 ships in the battle 
fleet for years, and has counted on rapid procurement of the 
Littoral Combat Ships (LCS) and serial production of the 
Arleigh Burke destroyers and Virginia-class attack submarines 
to help reach that number. 

But in his preview of the fiscal year 2013 budget, Defense 
Secretary Leon Panetta said the Navy will retire seven 
Ticonderoga-class cruisers and two amphibious ships earlier 
than planned, would remove two LCS and eight Joint High 
Speed Vessels from the five-year defense budget plan and 
delay other ship construction starts. 

Asked during a brief meeting with reporters how he 
expected to sustain the current 285-ship fleet with those 
changes, Greenert acknowledged the obvious that ships retired 
early are gone, but said ships removed from future 
construction plans are not an immediate loss. 

"We have a lot of ships in the ship construction plan and 
they will be delivered over time. So the fleet will look about 
the same in 2017 in actual numbers as today," he said. 

But the Navy's latest 30-year shipbuilding plan, released 
before the new budget numbers, predicted the fleet would be 
at 301 ships by 2017. 

Greenert, who visited Wasp during the Bold Alligator 
amphibious exercise off the coast of North Carolina, also was 

asked about how the Navy and Marine Corps could carry out 
their renewed emphasis in amphibious operations when the 
"Gator" fleet will be dropping below the 33 ships considered 
the minimum requirement. 

Looking beyond the current five-year plan, Greenert said 
he and Gen. James Amos, the Marine Corps commandant, 
"will look at innovative ways to deploy Marines." He 
mentioned using the LCS, the new Mobile Landing Platforms 
and possibly other ship types. 

The Marines have been seeking an LCS mission package 
that would support a small Marine force for some missions, 
but the Navy has been reluctant to go beyond the currently 
planned anti-mine, anti-submarine warfare and surface warfare 
packages, which have been delayed repeatedly during 
development. 

Greenert spent most of his time on Wasp talking with 
enlisted Sailors and Marines and did not meet with four 
Republican congressmen who also visited the flag ship during 
Bold Alligator, the biggest and most complex amphibious 
exercise since before the 9-11 terrorist attacks. 

The delegation was led by House Armed Services 
Chairman Buck McKeon and included Rob Wittman and Scott 
Rigell, both HASC members from Virginia, and Jack 
Kingston, a GOP member of the House Appropriations 
Defense panel. 

The pro-defense lawmakers touted the value of a strong 
Navy – a large part of which is based at Norfolk, in or near 
Wittman's and Rigell's districts -- and the value of Navy-
Marine amphibious capabilities, which would use those 
Norfolk-based ships. Expect congressional resistance to the 
Navy's smaller force structure. How much is difficult to 
predict, given the upcoming elections and the nation's fiscal 
dilemma. 

Return to Index 
 

2. USFF Congratulates Bataan's Crew 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 07 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class James Turner, USS Bataan Public Affairs 

MOREHEAD CITY, N.C. -- Sailors and Marines 
assigned to multipurpose amphibious assault ship USS Bataan 
(LHD 5) received a visit from the commander of U.S Fleet 
Forces (USFF) Feb. 6. 

Adm. John C. Harvey Jr. congratulated service members 
on their successful deployment and wished them a safe and 
joyous return home. 

"It is an honor and a privilege to be on board," said 
Harvey. "I've watched you every step of the way. Many people 
will focus on the length of this deployment, but it's not just the 
length that is important, it is what you accomplished. You are 
the finest example of the Navy and Marine Corps team." 

Bataan deployed March 23, 2011 as part of the Bataan 
Amphibious Ready Group (ARG), which spent the past 10 1/2 
months supporting maritime security operations and theater 
security cooperation efforts in the U.S. 5th and 6th Fleet area 
of responsibility. 

"Admiral Harvey gave us a very warm welcome back," 
said Culinary Specialist Seaman Apprentice Jatavius Hillboy. 
"It was exactly what we needed after being gone for so long. 
The past 10 1/2 months have been life-changing for me. We 
made history and I know it is a story that I will tell my 
children and maybe even my grandchildren one day." 

"After hearing Admiral Harvey talk to us I can't help but 
feel proud," Air Traffic Controller 3rd Class (SW) Sam 
Bomar. "I think all of us will be walking a little taller, with 
pride, once we are finally home." 

The BATARG, comprised of the Bataan, amphibious 
transport dock ship USS Mesa Verde (LPD 19), and 
amphibious dock landing ship USS Whidbey Island (LSD 41), 
deployed three months ahead of schedule March 23, 2011 in 
support of NATO-led Operation Unified Protector. 

Return to Index 
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3. Wasp, ESG-2 Begin Bold Alligator "D-Day" Operations 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 07 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Drae C. Parker, USS Wasp Public Affairs 

USS WASP, At Sea -- Amphibious assault ship USS 
Wasp (LHD 1) started "D-Day" operations Feb. 6 as Exercise 
Bold Alligator switches from its initial stages into full exercise 
combat operations. 

"D-Day" marks the transition to land operations, where 
more than 3,600 Marines, Sailors and Coast Guardsmen 
representing 11 countries will begin to take back beaches in 
Virginia and North Carolina during a complex training 
scenario in which parts of the United States belong to hostile 
forces. 

"This was the first day," said Lt. Cmdr. George Pastoor, 
lead planner for Bold Alligator. Pastoor added that the strike 
group will continue putting people on the beaches over the 
next few days. 

Bold Alligator is the largest amphibious exercise 
conducted by U.S. forces in the last decade and since it is 
based on real-world situations, the exercise will run in real 
time and will not end until the mission is complete. 

Wasp is serving as the flagship of Expeditionary Strike 
Group (ESG) 2 for the exercise, and the ship's crew spent the 
past few days loading the equipment and personnel necessary 
to conduct well deck and flight deck operations. 

"We are here to train like we fight," said Rear Adm. 
Kevin D. Scott, ESG-2 commander, in a ship-wide address 
over the ship's intercom system. "I know we are ready; to not 

only learn but to strike. Give it everything you've got and we 
will be victorious." 

While Wasp handled command and control operations 
during the first day of D-Day operations, its crew will launch 
landing craft, air cushions and amphibious assault vehicles 
along with coordinating efforts with international forces and 
carrying out normal day-to-day evolutions. 

"It's the most amphibious operations the ship's done in 
two years," said Boatswain's Mate 1st Class (SW/EXW) 
Joseph Costa, a member of Wasp's well deck control crew. 
"This allows the junior Sailors to see how their efforts 
contribute to the ship's larger mission." 

The overall exercise involves 24 ships at sea conducting 
operations as well as numerous synthetic ships and personnel 
that aid in the overall training. 

Pastoor said Bold Alligator involved a huge planning 
effort that went on for a year, starting in January 2011. The 
future plan for Bold Alligator is to switch between live and 
synthetic exercises each year. 

"We worked hard for this," said Pastoor. "When you see 
all the ships in their place and ready to go, all the planning is 
worth it." 

Wasp began Bold Alligator Jan. 30 and is expected to 
continue in the scenario until Feb 12. 

Return to Index 
 

4. USS Mississippi Commissioning Moved From Gulfport To Pascagoula 
(MOBILE PRESS-REGISTER 07 FEB 12) ... Kaija Wilkinson 

PASCAGOULA, Mississippi -- The USS Mississippi will 
be commissioned in Pascagoula rather than Gulfport, 
Congressman Steven Palazzo and Secretary of the Navy Ray 
Mabus announced this afternoon. 

USS Mississippi is the Navy's newest attack submarine. It 
was christened in Connecticut in December. 

The news that the commissioning, a significant event that 
draws thousands of people including top Navy officials, comes 
amid rumblings that dredging at the port of Gulfport was not 
going fast enough to accommodate a May date. 

Palazzo, who is from Gulfport, has said he does not care 
whether the sub is "christened in Nachez or Gulfport or 
Pascagoula, as long as it is done in Mississippi." 

Palazzo is a member of the Seat Power and Projection 
Forces Subcommittee of the House Armed Services 
Committee. 

"Over the past year, my office has worked with Secretary 
Ray Mabus and the Navy to ensure that the commissioning of 
Mississippi's ship takes place in Mississippi," Palazzo said in a 
press release issued this afternoon. "Today, the Navy informed 
my office that the commissioning of the USS Mississippi will 
take place in Pascagoula in June. I appreciate all the hard work 
community leaders from both Pascagoula and Gulfport did to 
bring the commissioning to Mississippi. From the veterans 
who served and worked to make this happen, to the ship 
builders who equip our nation's war fighters; this is a proud 
day for Mississippi." 

Port of Pascagoula Director Mark McMcAndrews said 
that it has not yet been determined at which terminal in the 
harbor the ceremonies will take place. But, he said, with the 
harbor at 38 feet deep, "the vessel could come in tomorrow." 

Return to Index 
 
 

CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
5. Bataan Ends Longest Navy Deployment In Nearly 40 Years 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 08 FEB 12) ... Corinne Reilly 

ABOARD THE BATAAN - Rhaterahmi White can count 
on two hands - maybe one, even - the number of true days off 
he's had since this amphibious assault ship pulled away from 
Norfolk Naval Station nearly a year ago. 

He knows it isn't many, but asked to put an exact figure 
on it, he hesitated. 

"What do you mean by 'day off?' " he asked, an indication 
of their rarity for deployed Sailors in his profession. 

A petty officer second class who enlisted in the Navy five 
years ago, White is a machinist's mate with the Bataan's 
engineering department. He's in the auxiliary division, which 
means it's his job to keep countless things on board 
functioning - refrigerators, ice machines, steam kettles, air 
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conditioners, water heaters, food conveyors, electricity 
generators, washers and dryers. 

It's a big job, and on this deployment, which ended 
Tuesday morning after 10-1/2 months - longer than any U.S. 
ship tour in nearly 40 years - it was even bigger. 

The Bataan was originally set to deploy this past summer, 
along with the locally based amphibious ships Mesa Verde 
and Whidbey Island. Instead, they left nearly four months 
early to help respond to the crisis in Libya. They did it on 14 
days' notice, and among the consequences of such a rushed 
departure was little time to finish routine maintenance. 

"These Sailors had to do a lot just to keep the ship 
running for this extended period," said the Bataan's 
commanding officer, Capt. Erik Ross. "The epic length of this 
deployment called for a lot of ingenuity and hard work, on 
everyone's part." 

For White, a 23-year-old Georgia native who is married 
with two little boys, this latest cruise was spent in much the 
same way as his previous three aboard the Bataan: working 
12- to 18-hour days, sometimes under hot, dirty conditions, 
often with little sleep or time off. 

A typical day started around 6 a.m. After clearing trouble 
calls - hot water outages, downed freezers - he usually passed 
the rest of his 12-hour shift with preventive maintenance. 
Many days, that was followed by a five-hour stint standing 
watch, which involves monitoring pressure and temperature 
gauges on generators and making precise adjustments to keep 
them running. 

Throw a complicated trouble call into the mix late in the 
day, and White could easily find himself going longer than 30 
hours without sleep, which he said happened routinely. 

He recalled one day during the deployment when an air 
conditioner stopped working around 6 p.m. He'd been working 
since 7. Even so, he and a few shipmates spent the next 10 
hours working to fix the problem - taking apart the unit, which 
uses sea water as a coolant, and then cleaning out the crabs, 
shells and sand that had clogged it before putting it all back 
together. 

By the time they finished, it was time for White to report 
for his next shift. Because it was slow at that point, his 
supervisor told him to take a three-hour break to sleep before 
starting again. 

"In any other workplace, if someone asked you to work a 
24-hour day, you'd probably hear a lot of complaining, 
especially if you were asked to do it for 10 months straight," 
said Ensign Melissa Prater, a recently commissioned division 
officer in the Bataan's engineering department. "But that's just 
not how it's been. I've never seen a group of people work this 
hard." 

Speaking about the entire crew, Ross, the commanding 
officer, made a similar observation, saying he would have 
expected a deployment of this length and difficulty to take a 
harder toll on the crew's morale. "Yeah, there were some 
tough days, especially in the middle," he said on the eve of the 
ship's homecoming. "But overall, these Sailors handled 
themselves exceptionally well." 

Besides not seeing his family, White said the hardest part 
about the extended deployment was how routine his days on 
board - roughly 320 of them - began to feel. Except attending 
church services on Sundays and calling home once a week or 

so, he says he rarely did anything other than work, sleep, eat 
and go to the gym. 

"I just tried not to think about it," he said. "That's really 
all you can do. No one wants to hear you complaining, and 
you know everybody's going through the same thing, so you 
just deal with it." 

Unlike most of his shipmates, though, White could have 
opted to leave the deployment and go home to Newport News 
in June, when his assignment aboard the Bataan expired. He 
instead chose to stay, deciding it might improve his chances 
for promotion. 

And last month, he re-enlisted for six more years. Despite 
the sacrifices, he said he enjoys what he's chosen as his career. 
"You hate it when something breaks, but at the same time, you 
love to fix it. You take pride in it." 

He spent the last few hours of the deployment like he did 
so many others, standing careful watch over a steam turbine 
generator. 

As the Bataan prepared to pull into port - a delicate 
maneuver - the skipper ordered all five of the generators to be 
running, just in case any of them should go down. White got 
the call, then set to work bringing up his machine as most of 
his shipmates packed their belongings and changed into dress 
uniforms to line the edge of the flight deck for their arrival. 

A few hours later, the long-anticipated call dismissing the 
crew was finally issued. As Sailors rushed to reunite with 
awaiting relatives, White remained 10 decks below, dutifully 
securing his generator. 

Broadcast Clip - Sailors On Bataan, Mesa Verde, 
Whidbey Island Finally Home 

(WVEC ABC NORFOLK 07 FEB 12) Mike Gooding 
NORFOLK -- USS Bataan ARG is back home from a 

deployment that's one for the record books. 
The deployment was the longest since USS Midway was 

out for 327 days in 1973, the Navy said. 
The deployment to Europe and the Middle East started 

March 23, 2011 when the ARG relieved the Kearsarge ARG 
and 26th MEU. It ends today with homecomings at Naval 
Station Norfolk and Joint Expeditionary Base Little Creek-
Fort Story. 

The ships deployed three-and-a-half months ahead of 
schedule on two weeks’ notice for 321 days. 

More than 2,500 Sailors are returning home to friends and 
family today; Marines aboard USS Whidbey Island were 
dropped off at Morehead City, NC on February 4. 

"It was a tremendous accomplishment," said Whidbey 
Island Commanding Officer Cmdr. Eric L. Conzen. "I thought 
the holidays would be the toughest, but we really came 
together as a 'naval family' away from our true families to 
make it through, enjoying ourselves while we were at it. In the 
end we have a great sense of accomplishment - we did what 
no one else has done in a long, long time." 

In November, Bataan Commanding Officer Capt. Erik 
Ross said, "The crew makes me proud every single day. 
Whatever I ask of them, whatever task comes up, they always 
rise to the occasion with a can-do spirit. They are mission-
focused and ready to go when called on." 

The ships assigned to the BATARG include multipurpose 
amphibious assault ship USS Bataan (LHD 5), amphibious 
transport dock ship USS Mesa Verde (LPD 19) and dock 
landing ship USS Whidbey Island (LSD 41). 
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Approximately 25 men and women of Helicopter Sea 
Combat Squadron TWO EIGHT (HSC-28), Det. TWO, the 
"Dragon Whales" will return to Naval Station Norfolk 
Chambers Field. The detachment marked the squadron's first 
operational deployment of an armed helicopter detachment in 
support of Navy/Marine Expeditionary forces, the Navy said. 

View Clip (RT: 1:50) 

Photo Gallery - USS Bataan Returns 
(NEWPORT NEWS DAILY PRESS 07 FEB 12) Adrin 

Snider 
The USS Bataan makes its way to pier 7 Feb. 7, 2012 

after completing a 10 1/2 month deployment, the longest in 
deployment in the U.S. Navy in 40 years. 

View Gallery (13 Photos) 
Return to Index 
 

6. Navy-Marines' Amphib Mission Has Reptilian Name 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 08 FEB 12) ... Kate Wiltrout 

VIRGINIA BEACH - For months, Navy and Marine 
Corps brass have talked up a massive training exercise with a 
funny name - Bold Alligator - and a serious objective: 
revitalizing amphibious warfare. 

More than a year of preparation went into the two-week 
exercise that began Jan. 31, involving 20,000 Sailors and 
Marines, 15 U.S. warships and nine allied nations. 

Those figures mattered little to the 120 Marines and 
Sailors who left the amphibious transport dock New York 
aboard two hovercraft on Monday night. 

The vessels exited the ship's well deck shortly after sunset 
as the New York steamed off Virginia Beach. The mission of 
these Marines from the 24th Marine Expeditionary Unit: raid 
an inland terrorist training camp, separate enemies from 
noncombatants, gather intelligence, blow up bombmaking 
equipment and high-tail it back to the New York, hopefully in 
time for midnight rations served aboard ship. 

About 30 minutes later, under a smudgy winter moon, the 
hovercraft approached a deserted beach at Joint Expeditionary 
Base Fort Story. As shipping traffic moved in the channel 
nearby and headlights streamed across the Chesapeake Bay 
Bridge-Tunnel, a telltale hum filled the air: the roar of the 
hovercrafts' engines, which propel them atop the water and 
onto the sand. 

The Marines unloaded the equipment they'd brought for 
the job: Humvees, armored vehicles and 7-ton trucks they'd 
drive to a makeshift training village two miles away. 

Gunnery Sgt. Issac Sweeton, who works with the Special 
Operations Training Group at Camp Lejeune, N.C., led a 
group of observers from the beach to the training village, 
where 17 fighters and 25 villagers waited to be found. 

"I think the unknown is probably the trickiest piece," 
Sweeton said of the raid. 

Operating on information gathered by a 10-man 
reconnaissance team that swam ashore on Saturday, about 50 
Marines made their way to the village - 10 buildings, 
including a mosque, behind a plywood fence in a deserted 
wooded area of the base. 

About 90 minutes after coming ashore, the raiding 
Marines silently approached the village on foot. Their 
shadowy figures breached a gate, a hail of bullets and screams 
piercing the quiet night. 

Moments later, the thud of rotors: two helicopters, a Huey 
and a Cobra, circling low. 

The Marines went from building to building, searching 
for human targets and bombmaking materials. Role players 
who'd been "killed" in the raid lay where they fell; a green 
glow-stick signified that their bodies had been checked and 
cleared of explosives. 

Two Marines took fictional gunshots and had to be 
evacuated on stretchers. And following the rules of 
engagement in both Iraq and Afghanistan, the village mosque 
- its crescent moon silhouetted against the sky - was guarded 
but untouched, and noncombatants were allowed to remain 
inside. 

"Overall, it was a pretty good raid," said Sweeton, who 
has 16 years in the Marines and three deployments to Iraq and 
Afghanistan under his belt. His one complaint: the Marines 
were on the objective a little longer than he would have liked. 

"The idea of a raid is to come in, do what you need to do 
and leave," he said. 

The Fort Story raid was one of three major offensives in 
Bold Alligator, billed as the largest Navy-Marine Corps 
amphibious exercise in a decade. 

Earlier Monday, a few thousand Marines came ashore 
from Norfolk-based ships at Camp Lejeune. Tuesday featured 
a sea-based assault, with Marines aboard the Gunston Hall and 
Iwo Jima flying MV-22 Ospreys and CH-53 Sea Stallions to 
Fort Pickett, 150 miles inland. 

The exercise is overseen by the Navy's Fleet Forces 
Command and Marine Forces Command, both based in 
Norfolk. 

While no one expects a return to amphibious assaults on 
the scale of Normandy or Iwo Jima during World War II, 
military brass cite the humanitarian response to the Haiti 
earthquake two years ago and Marine airstrikes in Libya last 
year as examples of important amphibious capabilities. 

"The Navy/Marine Corps team can't be a cute catchphrase 
we throw around to make ourselves feel good," Adm. John 
Harvey, the head of Fleet Forces Command, said in a briefing 
last week. "It's not just a slogan. Ships can't operate ashore, 
and Marines can't walk on water." 

Return to Index 
 

7. Bold Alligator Exercise Takes Fight To The Shore 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 07 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Chad V. Pritt, USS Kearsarge Public Affairs 

USS KEARSARGE, Atlantic Ocean -- Four months to the 
day before the 68th anniversary of the landing at Normandy, 
the Navy and Marine Corps team conducted another historic 
amphibious operation. 

Exercise Bold Alligator 2012, the largest amphibious 
exercise in the past 10 years, culminated Feb. 6 with a D-Day 
landing on the beaches of Camp Lejeune, N.C. 



 10

Amphibious craft and thousands of U.S. Marines and 
British and Canadian commandos deployed from multiple 
ships to the shores of North Carolina following a week at sea 
practicing all facets of amphibious operations. The exercise's 
scope and scale were last seen during the opening days of 
Operation Iraqi Freedom. 

"This type of an amphibious operation occurred at the 
start of the war as we brought forces over into the [Arabian] 
Gulf off the coast of Kuwait, in about this size of a task force," 
said Marine Col. Scott S. Jensen, commanding officer of 
Marine Air Group (MAG) 29. "The difference being, is once 
we got there we offloaded onto the shore and our command 
and control shifted into a friendly country, and we reset 
ourselves land-based and were ready to support the combatant 
commander." 

Landing craft air cushions (LCAC) and amphibious 
assault vehicles delivered Marines and coalition forces from 
the United Kingdom and Canada from the amphibious assault 
ship USS Kearsarge (LHD 3) to the beach in a mock 
amphibious landing. The exercise is a revitalization of 
amphibious capabilities and re-investment in the Navy-Marine 
Corps team. 

Marines from Regimental Landing Team 2, MAG 29, 2nd 
Marine Regiment, and British and Canadian commandos 
embarked Kearsarge Jan. 23 through Feb. 3 in preparation for 
the landing. The combined nature of the exercise allowed the 
U.S. and its partners to share amphibious tactics. 

"A lot of times we say, 'oh they're coming to learn our 
tactics, techniques and procedures,'" said Jensen. "But I think 
these are smart people from great countries who bring a lot to 
the table from what they've learned, and we're seeing a lot of 
that sharing." 

While the exercise is the largest in 10 years, the ability to 
launch an aggressive amphibious assault has always been a 
capability the Navy and Marine Corps have maintained. 

"What a lot of people don't realize, is that the assault on 
Afghanistan was launched from the sea, to 700 miles inland," 
said Capt. Peter Pagano, Commander, Amphibious Squadron 
(PHIBRON) 4. "Those initial forces from amphibious ships 
and aircraft carriers, kicked off OEF (Operation Enduring 
Freedom)." 

The importance of amphibious capability lies not only 
with a tactical edge, but also a logistical need to provide from 
the sea. Sea basing, the maritime services' revolutionary power 
projection doctrine, provides American and coalition forces 
the ability to sustain a fighting force anywhere in the world. 

"There are a lot of places around the world that just don't 
have the infrastructure or the political position to allow a huge 
American force to fly in and operate," Jensen said. "There 
aren't many places with capabilities in the world that can 
match what we see in this team." 

Bold Alligator began Jan. 30 and will continue until Feb. 
12 afloat and ashore, in and around North Carolina and 
Virginia. 
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8. MARSOC, Intel Teams Spotlighted In 'Bold Alligator' 
(AOL DEFENSE 07 FEB 12) ... Carlo Munoz 

ABOARD THE USS WASP - Ship to shore operations 
were not the only thing the Navy and Marine Corps looked to 
sharpen during the biggest amphibious exercise in over a 
decade. 

Bold Alligator 2012 featured a significant role for special 
operations, intelligence and civil affairs units, Col. Scott 
Aiken, chief of staff for the 2nd Marine Expeditionary 
Brigade, said this week. The exercise replicated a sea-to-shore 
assault spearheaded by U.S. and coalition forces against 
enemy troops from a fictional country. This year, American 
and allied forces from the 2nd MEB and the 2nd 
Expeditionary Strike Group will push back enemy troops from 
the country of "Garnet,” who invaded the neighboring country 
of "Amberland" yesterday. 

The special operations element -- the first time they've 
been used in a major amphibious exercise like this, according 
to a senior Marine commander -- used during the exercise was 
a mix of simulated forces and actual boots on the ground, 
Aiken said. The real-world special operations elements were 
pulled from units in Marine Corps Special Operations 
Command and force recon troops from the 24th Marine 
Expeditionary Unit. Those forces were used for "shaping" 
operations, or for missions designed to prepare the shoreline 
and areas inland for the arriving Marine Corps. Those troops 
also provided intelligence for a planned deep insert air assault 
against an enemy encampment at Ft. Pickett, VA, Aiken said. 
That raid will be led by the 24th MEU later this week, Aiken 
said. 

Hejlik stressed the importance of integrating special 
operations forces into Marine operations during a breakfast in 
Washington last week. The three-star general said getting 
those two groups to work closer together was a key goal for 
Bold Alligator planners. Increasing the ranks within 
MARSOC is a key part of the Marines post-Afghanistan force 
structure, especially as the service's total force drops to 
181,000 troops. But current budget pressures may hinder that 
growth, Hejlik said at the time. The Marines "will not get the 
plus-up we expected" for their special forces cadre in the 
upcoming fiscal 2013 defense bill, Hejlik said. He did not go 
into specifics on how low that potential MARSOC troop 
increase could go. But the three-star general did note his 
lowered expectations for the Corps' special operations force 
was tied to the service's pending troop drawdown. 

Aside from special operations forces, service planners 
also inserted Navy and Marine Corps intelligence exploitation 
and maritime civil affairs teams as part of the exercise. The 
teams carried out a simulated insertion into Amberland to 
meet with local leaders prior to the beach assault, Lt. Cmdr 
George Pastoor, a Dutch naval officer attached to 
Expeditionary Strike Group 2, explained. Along with 
coordinating and supporting indigenous forces, the teams also 
fed key intelligence back to Marine Corps and Navy planners 
here, Pastoor said. In guidance sent to Bold Alligator planners, 
U.S. Fleet Forces Command chief Adm. John Harvey directed 
service strategists to explore possible modifications to 
maritime intelligence requirements via the exercise. 

Return to Index 
 



 11

9. Naval Mine And Anti-Submarine Warfare Command Supports Exercise Bold Alligator 2012 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 07 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist Seaman Molly Treece, Navy Public Affairs Support Element, 
Norfolk 

NORFOLK, Va. -- The Naval Mine and Anti-Submarine 
Warfare Command (NMAWC) conducted a synthetic 
underwater mine-clearing exercise in support of exercise Bold 
Alligator 2012 (BA12) at Naval Warfare Development 
Command onboard Naval Station Norfolk Feb 3. 

BA12 is the East Coast's largest joint and multinational 
amphibious assault exercise in 10 years and is an opportunity 
for NMAWC mine warfare battle staff to integrate with a 
combined force maritime component commander to support 
amphibious operations by mitigating and disabling underwater 
anti-access/area-denial efforts. The exercise reinforces the role 
mine countermeasure forces play in enabling Marine Corps' 
forces to launch ashore. 

"It's extraordinarily valuable that the Navy and Marine 
Corps' team, as sister services, conduct this exercise," Rear 
Adm. (select) Ken Perry, vice commander, NMAWC and the 
mine warfare commander of Bold Alligator. "This is to 
regenerate that partnership and renew those capabilities as 
sister services, to train as we operate. It's really very valuable." 

NMAWC's mission includes providing mine warfare 
commander battle staff to support operational maritime 
component commanders in executing operational control of 
air, surface and underwater mine countermeasure forces. 

During Bold Alligator, as the Mine Warfare commander, 
Perry coordinates the efforts of more than 320 mine warfare 
Sailors across several U.S. and coalition platforms and units. 

Mine warfare forces participating in the exercise include 
Mine Countermeasures Squadron 3, Mine Countermeasures 
Division 31, Helicopter Mine Countermeasures Squadron 14, 
Mine Warfare platoons from Explosive Ordnance Disposal 
Mobile Units 1, 6, 12; as well as Naval Oceanography Mine 
Warfare Center's Unmanned Underwater Vehicle (UUV) 
Platoon and the Naval Oceanographic Office's Data Fusion 
Cell. 

Lt. Cmdr. Tyrone David, the Canadian liaison officer for 
the exercise, said that operating with Canadian and United 
Kingdom dive units and UUVs increases U.S. and coalition 
mine warfare proficiency. "We train as we fight. It's a 
tremendous rehearsal for real-life operations." 

Divers operated from Canadian Kingston Class coastal 
defense vessels HMCS Summerside (MM 711) and HMCS 
Moncton (MM 708). 

BA12 will be a live and synthetic, scenario-driven, 
simulation-supported exercise designed to train Expeditionary 
Strike Group 2, Second Marine Expeditionary Brigade (2nd 
MEB) and Carrier Strike Group 12. Staffs will plan and 
execute a MEB-sized amphibious assault from a seabase in a 
medium land-and-maritime threat environment to improve 
naval amphibious core competencies. 

The exercise is in its second week and will run through 
Feb. 12, ashore and afloat, in and off the coasts of Virginia, 
North Carolina and Florida. 
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10. Special Ops Teams First In, Last Out In Afghan War 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 08 FEB 12) ... Kimberly Dozier 

WASHINGTON -- First in and last out — that's the 
current plan for elite U.S. forces in Afghanistan, according to 
Adm. Bill McRaven. 

The top U.S. special operations commander said his 
troops could be tapped to lead the mission in Afghanistan, 
while also increasing their numbers in places like Africa and 
the Pacific. 

But he stressed that no final decisions had been made. 
"I have no doubt that special operations will be the last to 

leave Afghanistan," the commander of last year's Navy SEAL 
raid against Osama bin Laden told a Washington audience 
Tuesday. 

"As far as anything beyond that, we're exploring a lot of 
options," he said of the still-evolving war strategy. 

U.S. officials say the White House is considering handing 
the entire Afghanistan campaign back to special operations 
teams as conventional U.S. forces draw down after a decade of 
war, according to multiple officials who spoke on condition of 
anonymity to discuss the confidential deliberations. 

McRaven would say only that the Pentagon is considering 
handing more of the day-to-day running of the war to a senior 
special operations officer. 

Senior administration officials have described turning the 
mission over to special operations troops as a possible way to 
provide security with a smaller U.S. footprint, because of 
special operations' ability to work in smaller numbers and with 
local forces on such missions as night raids or village patrols. 

Administration officials believe that smaller presence will be 
less offensive to the Afghans. 

Under such a scenario, a continued force of hundreds of 
CIA officers would provide intelligence on militant networks, 
as well as continuing to train Afghan intelligence officers, the 
officials said. 

"Could we use a few more years with the U.S. in the lead? 
Of course," added Michael Sheehan, assistant defense 
secretary for special operations, speaking at the same meeting 
of the National Defense Industrial Association. "But ... now is 
as good a time as ever to push the Afghans out in front," with 
special operations advisers training the locals to secure their 
own territory. 

The admiral confirmed that the roughly 9,000 special 
operations forces in Afghanistan would combine their 
targeting and training operations this summer to prepare for a 
smaller overall U.S. presence and a stepped-up effort to train 
Afghans. 

The idea is to streamline special operations in 
Afghanistan, blending the village security operations with the 
elite Joint Special Operations Command's terrorist-hunting 
cell based at Bagram Air Base, which is working on degrading 
the Taliban militant network with focused raids. 

"We feel like we have to become not only more effective 
but more efficient," McRaven said. 

Under the current system, if the special operations 
terrorist hunters have five potential insurgents to hit in a given 
area, they will probably choose to strike a high-value target 
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instead of spending their time hunting lower-level insurgents 
menacing a local village that fellow Army Green Berets are 
trying to secure, according to a U.S. military official. 

With one commander in charge of all special operations, 
he could decide to clear out those lower-level insurgents to 
secure the village, leaving the high-value target for another 
night. 

During McRaven's remarks at a Washington area hotel, 
there was an outburst from a retired special operations general 
who was angry at media coverage of special operations 
missions, such as last year's SEAL raid in Pakistan that killed 
bin Laden, and the recent SEAL rescue of two Western 
hostages in Somalia. 

Retired Lt. Gen. James Vaught shouted at McRaven to 
"get out of the media." 

McRaven calmly responded that avoiding media coverage 
was almost impossible in the 24-hour news cycle, and that 
while he objected to revealing sensitive tactics, the media 

could be useful, especially when reporting operations gone 
wrong. 

"Having those failures exposed in the media helps us do a 
better job," McRaven said. 

The admiral said he was working to give his 66,000-
person force — expected to grow to 70,000 over the next few 
years — more predictable schedules to reduce strain on 
families. 

He also spoke of working to break down the stigma of 
combat stress. 

"If you have been engaged in this war for any length of 
time, you are fundamentally changed," he said. But special 
operations troops typically don't seek help for emotional 
problems. 

"I encourage them to come in. We're not going to pull 
their security clearances," McRaven said. "We're going to take 
care of them." 
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11. U.S. Special Ops To Grow As DoD Budget Shrinks 
(DEFENSE NEWS 07 FEB 12) ... Marcus Weisgerber 

The number of U.S. special operations forces will 
increase over the next five years even as the Pentagon 
prepares to cut personnel and $259 billion in planned spending 
over that same period. 

U.S. Special Operations Command (SOCOM) will grow 
from about 67,000 forces today to 70,000 over the next five 
years, according to senior Defense Department officials. At 
the same time, command is preparing to have 12,000 forces 
continuously deployed at any given time. 

“Because we will be continuing to engage in 
counterterrorism operations around the globe, we are going to 
protect the investments in special operations forces,” Lt. Gen. 
Bradley Heithold, SOCOM vice commander, said at a Feb. 7 
conference in Washington. 

The command is preparing to grow its force at a rate of 
about 2 percent to 3 percent per year, Heithold said. 

“The program maintains a growth to 70,000 SOF [special 
operations forces] warriors,” he said. 

When the Pentagon unveiled new military guidance in 
January, Defense Secretary Leon Panetta, noted DoD would 
increase its investments in special operations, as well as 
intelligence, surveillance and reconnaissance equipment, 
unmanned systems, space systems and cyberspace tools. 

The U.S. Defense Department plans to cut $487 billion in 
planned spending over the next 10 years as mandated by the 
Budget Control Act, which went into effect last August. To 
meet that goal, the Army, Marine Corps and Air Force will 
shrink, Pentagon officials announced in recent weeks. 

The Pentagon’s 2013 budget proposal, which the White 
House will sent to Congress on Feb. 13, outlines the first five 
years of those cuts, totaling $259 billion. 

“We know that we’re going to have to reduce the federal 
budget in the United States government [and] the Pentagon 
will pay its share,” Michael Sheehan, assistant secretary of 
defense for special operations and low-intensity conflict, said 
at the same conference. “Fortunately for us in the special 
operations community, we’re going to come out of this pretty 
well.” 

SOCOM is likely to increase foreign internal defense and 
security force assistance programs, Sheehan said. 

“We’re going to be able to protect our interests” in the 
SOF budget, he said. 

Still, special operations officials were quick to point out 
that their budget was subject to the same intense review that 
the military services experienced over the past several months. 

“That doesn’t mean we’ve dodged the scrutiny the 
services have gone through in the last few months and I know 
we’re not going to dodge that scrutiny as we go forward,” 
Maj. Gen. Thomas Trask, SOCOM director for force structure, 
requirements, resources and strategic assessments, said at the 
conference. 

Over the past few years, SOCOM has been working to 
shift much of its funding from overseas contingency 
operations warfighting coffers to the base budget. 

“We have been very successful in U.S. Special Operations 
Command in getting our baseline [budget] increased to sustain 
the level of forces we are going to have forward,” Heithold 
said referring to deployed forces. 

Most of that operations-and-maintenance funding is in the 
baseline budget, he noted. 

As for specific equipment, Trask noted that the Boeing 
MH-47 Chinook helicopter and Bell-Boeing V-22 Osprey tilt-
rotor are critical to SOCOM operations. 

“The program is intact for our V-22s and our [MH]-47s,” 
Heithold said. 

In addition, the Pentagon has stood up a senior-level panel 
to oversee special operations acquisition “to ensure that we are 
synchronizing” weapon buying efforts, according to David 
Ahern, deputy assistant secretary of defense for strategic and 
tactical systems. 

The so-called SOF Acquisition Summit is a way to 
synchronize the budget building process between special 
operations and the services early on in the weapon buying 
process, he said at the same conference. 

Return to Index 



 13

 
12. New Naval Research Chief Aligning New Technologies With DoD Strategy 
(FEDERAL NEWS RADIO 07 FEB 12) ... Tom Temin 

Naval research has a new chief — Rear Admiral Matthew 
Klunder. 

In his first interview, Klunder joined The Federal Drive 
with Tom Temin to discuss how the Naval Research Program 
works with the other armed services and his research priorities 
are for the Navy. 

Klunder said his command has taken a "real strong 
strategic scrub of our objectives" and aligned those goals with 
DoD overall. 

He added naval research will look at "any game-changing, 
leap-ahead innovative technologies" while balancing the need 
to adapt current technologies to serve the "airmen, marines, 
Sailors who are out there right now." 

Listen To Audio (RT: 8:33) 
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13. USS Louisville Commences Western Pacific Deployment 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 07 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Ronald Gutridge, Commander, Submarine Force 
U.S. Pacific Fleet Public Affairs 

Pearl Harbor -- Friends and families of the crew from 
USS Louisville (SSN 724) gathered at the submarine piers at 
Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam to say goodbye as the Los 
Angeles-class submarine departed for a scheduled Western 
Pacific deployment, Feb. 7. 

"The submarine is in excellent material condition thanks 
to a combined effort of the crew and the Pearl Harbor Naval 
Shipyard," said Cmdr. Lee Sisco, USS Louisville commanding 
officer. "I am extremely proud of the Louisville crew and their 
families in their ability to rise to any challenge and in the 
outstanding job they've done through the inter-deployment 
training cycle to get themselves and this submarine ready for 
deployment operations." 

Since returning from its last deployment in October 2010, 
Louisville has undergone maintenance and conducted training 
in preparation for this deployment. 

"My crew is extremely excited to be deploying - not only 
to conduct operations in support of 7th Fleet priorities, but 
also to visit foreign ports and experience other cultures," said 
Sisco. "Our deployment goals are for advanced qualifications 
for junior personnel and improving individual level of 
knowledge across the board to help improve our overall team 
performance in core competencies and mission areas." 

Louisville is the fourth United States ship to bear the 
name in honor of the city of Louisville, Ky. The ship's mission 
is to seek out and destroy enemy ships and submarines, and to 
protect our naval interests. At 360 feet and 6,900 tons, USS 
Louisville is well equipped to accomplish this task. Faster than 
its predecessors and equipped with highly accurate sensors 
and weapons systems, Louisville is armed with sophisticated 
MK48 torpedoes and Tomahawk cruise missiles. 
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14. USS Mustin Arrives In Ishikari 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 07 FEB 12) ... Ensign Margaret Morton, USS Mustin Public Affairs 

ISHIKARI, Japan -- The Arleigh Burke-class guided 
missile destroyer USS Mustin (DDG 89) arrived in Ishikari for 
a port visit Feb. 6. 

Mustin's arrival corresponds with the start of the 63rd 
Annual Snow Festival held in Sapporo. While in port, Mustin 
Sailors will have the opportunity to join tourists from around 
the world to admire the amazing works of art the festival has 
to offer in the form of ice. 

In addition to viewing the ice sculptures, Sailors also plan 
to partake in some of the many winter sports offered in the 
region such as skiing, snowboarding, and bushwalking. 

"I'm looking forward to seeing the many statues and 
trying the regional cuisine. This is my first Japanese port 
outside of Yokosuka," said Gas Turbine Systems Technician 
(Mechanical) 1st Class Hugo J. Perez. "I'm excited for an 

outstanding cultural and culinary experience. I especially want 
to try the seafood." 

The Ishikari port visit gives the Mustin crew a chance to 
interact with the Japanese people in order to build upon the 
existing relationship with one of America's most important 
allies in the Pacific region. 

"I anticipate the officers and crew to join in the many 
events associated with the festival and to gain an even greater 
understanding of the country and people that we partner to 
protect with the Japanese Self Defense Force," said Mustin's 
commanding officer, Cmdr. Scott A. Tait. 

Mustin is one of seven destroyers assigned to Destroyer 
Squadron 15, forward-deployed to Yokosuka, Japan, as part of 
the U.S. 7th Fleet. 
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15. Guam National Guard & Navy Team Up For Explosives Training 
(PACIFIC NEWS CENTER (GUAM) 08 FEB 12) ... Josh Tyquiengco 

GUAM - Over 50 soldiers with the Guam Army National 
Guard and the Navy's EOD Mobile Unit 1 are out at Andersen 
South conducting explosives training for the next couple of 
days. 

Lt. Joey Tagawa says the exercise helps refine their 
soldier skills. The guard members are placed in different 

scenarios where they provide security to their Navy 
counterparts in identifying Improvised Explosive Devices 
(IEDs) and detonating it properly. Tagawa mentions he will be 
here until Thursday and describes one scenario of the exercise. 

"As you can see, we're on a training site right now with a 
group of 20 to 30 soldiers on ground” said Tagawa. “I believe 
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these guys are responding to an IED...which is basically a 
bomb threat.” 

Sgt. Marlon Cruz says his role is to provide support to the 
troops in the exercise. He notes the training is very important 
in preparation for upcoming guard deployments. He also 
describes a portion of the exercise that includes digging up an 
unexploded ordnance or UXO. 

“What you see back here is these guys digging up a 
UXO” remarked Cruz. “The Guam Army Guard is actually 
pulling support, providing security and cording on the area so 
these guys are safe and nobody goes in and out of the area.” 

The Guam Guard will also be busy tomorrow [Thursday] 
as it conducts the Mortar Gunner's Exam in Radio Barrigada at 
7:30 a.m.. The mortar platoon will be conducting a 5 event 
exam in order to qualify soldiers for various weapons. 
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16. Navy Establishes MESG-1 Det. Guam 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 07 FEB 12) ... JoAnna Delfin, Joint Region Edge Staff 

SANTA RITA, Guam -- Maritime Expeditionary Security 
Squadron (MSRON) 7 was officially disestablished and 
Maritime Expeditionary Security Group (MESG) 1 Det. Guam 
was established during a ceremony on U.S. Naval Base Guam, 
Feb. 3. 

The disestablishment of the command is part of a 
directive from the vice chief of naval operations. As part of 
the plan, MSRON-7 disestablished and restructured as MESG-
1 Det. Guam, which will continue to provide embarked 
security teams in support of Pacific Fleet operations. 

Rear. Adm. Michael Tillotson, commander of Navy 
Expeditionary Combat Command, was the event's guest 
speaker and described the disestablishment of the command as 
an evolution in naval forces. 

"You have to be able to adapt," he said. "I think when you 
look at the climate that we're in as far as our government in 
transition, transitions primarily because of the budgets that 
we're dealing with is, we have to be innovative. This force has 
been innovative and it's definitely great to be here." 

Capt. Eric Moss, MESG-1 commanding officer, 
commended MSRON-7 Sailors for their hard work and 
dedication and encouraged them to continue their efforts 
fulfilling their mission. 

"You should be proud of the record you've helped etch for 
MSRON-7 that today closes out in our Navy's history books, 
but then restarts as a new chapter in maritime security with a 
force reduced by the numbers, but not by the talent of the 
Sailors who will now carry on as MESG 1 Det. Guam," he 
said. 

More than 150 Sailors from MSRON-7 will continue their 
tour under MESG-1 Det. Guam. 

During the ceremony, MSRON-7 Commanding Officer 
Cmdr. David Suchyta officially disestablished the command 
as the colors and his pennant were lowered from the flagpole 
and MESG-1 Det. Guam's commodore's pennant was raised. 

"It's a very bittersweet moment," he said. "I've been here 
on Guam for three years and I will take a lot of great 
memories with me." 

Tillotson presented Suchyta with the Navy Meritorious 
Service Medal for his service as MSRON-7's commanding 
officer. Under Suchyta's lead, MSRON-7 protected 10 special 
mission ships operating in the East and South China Seas, four 
logistic ships in the Indian Ocean and Arabian Gulf, 26 
aircraft visiting high-threat airfields, and securely guided high-
ranking passengers during special missions. Additionally, the 
command was awarded the 2009 Sister Village Award for 
executing a community service program that assisted its sister 
village of Sinajana. 

"To my Sailors, I am proud, I am very proud to count 
myself among the professionals who have served at MSRON 
7," Suchyta said. "You never let me down. On short notice 
you've demonstrated you can pack up, go to a foreign land, 
sustain yourselves and accomplish the mission. You've 
embraced the necessary thoughtful planning, realistic training 
and steady discipline." 

MSRON-7 Executive Officer Cmdr. Michael O'Driscoll 
was assigned as the officer-in-charge of MESG-1 Det. Guam. 

"I feel honored to be asked to be the officer-in-charge of 
Det. Guam," O'Driscoll said. "The importance of Guam and 
what the Sailors here do is why there's so much of a fight to 
keep us here," he said. 
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17. U.S. Military Beginning Review Of Syria Options 
(CNN 07 FEB 12) ... Barbara Starr 

Although the U.S. focus remains on exerting diplomatic 
and economic pressure on Syria, the Pentagon and the U.S. 
Central Command have begun a preliminary internal review of 
U.S. military capabilities, CNN has learned. 

The options are being prepared in the event President 
Barack Obama were to call for them. Two senior 
administration officials who spoke about the review to CNN 
emphasized that U.S. policy for now remains the use of non-
military options. 

The focus on diplomatic options was underscored by the 
U.S. ambassador to the United Nations in an interview with 
CNN on Tuesday. 

"Before we start talking about military options, we very 
much want to ensure that we have exhausted all the political, 
economic and diplomatic means at our disposal," Ambassador 
Susan Rice said on CNN's “Situation Room with Wolf 
Blitzer.” 

The president has also said that the U.S. is working on 
non-military options first. 

"I think it is very important for us to try to resolve this 
without recourse to outside military intervention, and I think 
that's possible," Obama said in an interview with NBC News 
that aired during the Super Bowl on Sunday. 
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But the military is beginning to look at what can be done. 
One of the senior U.S. officials called the effort a “scoping 
exercise” to see what capabilities are available given other 
U.S. military commitments in the region. 

Both officials pointed out that this type of planning 
exercise is typical for the Pentagon, which would not want to 
be in the position of not having options for the president, if 
and when they are asked for. 

It would be Gen. James Mattis, head of U.S. Central 
Command, who would provide details on what U.S. military 
assets are available, what missions they could perform if 
asked, and what risks U.S. forces might face. 

“The Pentagon is closely monitoring developments in 
Syria. It wouldn’t be doing its job if it didn’t put some ideas 
on the table,” one of the senior U.S. officials told CNN. “But 
absolutely no decisions have been made on military support 
for Syria.” 

The two officials were not willing to be identified because 
they were not authorized to talk to the media. 

Typically those types of options are held by the Pentagon 
as very preliminary plans and not even forwarded to the White 

House unless asked for. If asked, plans are then fleshed out 
with specific units to support them. 

In this type of analysis being done, the military would 
typically look at all options ranging from humanitarian relief, 
to support for opposition groups, as well as outright military 
strikes, although that is an unlikely option, both officials said. 

“This remains a campaign to apply economic and 
diplomatic pressure,” the first official said. 

Arizona Sen. John McCain, the top Republican on the 
Armed Services committee, told reporters Tuesday that the 
U.S. should consider "all options including arming the 
opposition." 

But U.S. officials said that adding weapons into the 
volatile and violent situation is not a viable option. 

"We never take anything off the table. The president does 
(or) doesn't. However, as the president himself made 
absolutely clear and as the secretary has continued to say, we 
don't think more arms into Syria is the answer," said State 
Department spokeswoman Victoria Nuland. 
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18. New Naval Warship Completes First Patrol Mission Off Spratly Islands 
(PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 07 FEB 12) ... Redempto D. Anda 

PUERTO PRINCESA CITY, Philippines—The country’s 
newest naval warship, which made a port of call here at the 
Palawan capital on Monday following its first patrol mission 
around the areas being claimed by the Philippines in the 
disputed Spratly islands, in the West Philippine Sea (South 
China Sea), held a one-day “open house” on Tuesday. 

Local residents were encouraged to have a closer view of 
the Hamilton-class cutter docked at the Naval facility beside 
the commercial port area during the open house. 

Commissioned into the Philippine naval service in 
December following its acquisition from the United States, the 
naval war ship boasted of long range patrolling capability and 
surveillance facilities otherwise unavailable to other 
Philippine naval vessels and is regarded by defense authorities 
as a milestone in upgrading the country’s military capability in 
the tension-filled Spratlys region. 

Naval Forces West commanding officer Joseph Rostum 
Peña announced in a press conference Monday at the BRP 
Gregorio del Pilar (PF 15) the war ship’s completion of “a 
successful 12-day sovereignty patrol” of what Manila had 
called the West Philippine Sea. 

The patrol also included the Camago-Malampaya gas 
field, which hosted the country’s lone natural gas extraction 
facility, and the Balabac Strait adjacent to the Malaysian 
maritime border, said Peña. 

“This ship was more capable and had more endurance 
than any of our other naval ships,” he said. 

Peña added that the Navy has been working to further 
upgrade the ship’s defensive capabilities with the installation, 
“hopefully soon,” of its own missile system. 

He added, however, that the country’s naval capability in 
the Spratlys still paled in comparison with China and some of 
the other claimant countries in the region. 

“Compared to other navies, our weapons system is not yet 
at par. In the next acquisition, we expected sister ships for PF 
15 that would have some of the more advanced weapons and 
missile systems,” he said. 

The naval officers described the ship’s main capability in 
monitoring all naval activities around the area, where it 
operated, mainly through the use of a computer-based 
identification system. 

Capt. Alberto Cruz, the vessel’s commanding officer, said 
they did not encounter any incident of unauthorized foreign 
intrusion in the Philippine-claimed areas during their patrol 
mission. 

“So far, we did not monitor any intrusion, except for the 
usual merchant ships that plied the area,” said Cruz. 

Peña admitted, however, that they were careful to keep a 
distance from other islets being claimed by China and other 
nations in the disputed area. 

“We distanced ourselves from the other occupied islands. 
The other countries did the same. The South China Sea was a 
vital sea lane where you could find so many commercial ships, 
including our Filipino fishermen,” he said. 

“We didn’t go very near (the other islands not claimed by 
the Philippines) so as not to provoke other countries,” he 
added. 
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19. U.S. To Send Second Ship To Bolster Philippines 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 07 FEB 12) 

WASHINGTON - The U.S. will soon give a second Coast 
Guard cutter to the Philippines as part of efforts to boost the 

ally’s military amid tensions at sea with China, officials said 
Tuesday. 
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The U.S. last year transferred its Hamilton cutter to the 
Philippines, which made it the flagship of its notoriously 
dilapidated navy and recently sent it on a mission to the 
disputed Spratly islands. 

Lawmakers will this week conclude formalities to send to 
the former U.S. colony another cutter, the Dallas, 
Representative Ed Royce and senior Pentagon official Peter 
Lavoy told a congressional hearing. 

“It should soon be on its way to Manila,” said Royce, a 
Republican from southern California whose district has a 
significant Filipino American community. 

“The U.S. and the Philippines want peace and stability in 
this region, which is key to the global economy,” Royce said 
as he chaired the hearing of a House Foreign Affairs 
subcommittee. 

The Philippines and other Southeast Asian countries have 
accused China of bellicose behavior over disputes in the South 
China Sea. Despite historical sensitivities about U.S. troops, 
the Philippines has said it would welcome further rotations by 
U.S. forces on its soil and more joint exercises. 

Lavoy, the top civilian at the Pentagon handling East 
Asia, said that the U.S. was “considering a range of military 
capabilities” as it helps the Philippines move from “an inward 
focus on domestic threats to an outwardly focused military 
that needs to be reorganized to address external concerns.” 

But Lavoy was noncommittal when asked whether the 
U.S. would be willing to provide F-16 fighter jets to the 
Philippines, saying it was critical to look at affordability and 
other factors. 

Kurt Campbell, the assistant secretary of state for East 
Asia, said that cooperation also depended on human rights. 
Congress has blocked $3 million due to concerns over 
extrajudicial killings by the Philippine military. 

“Although the pace of killings has declined, trying and 
convicting perpetrators remains an ongoing challenge,” 
Campbell told the hearing. 

But Campbell praised Philippine President Benigno 
Aquino for addressing human rights and other U.S. concerns, 
including human trafficking. 
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20. India Upgrades Its Military With China In Mind 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 08 FEB 12) ... Nirmala George 

NEW DELHI — In recent weeks, India has decided to 
buy 126 fighter jets from France, taken delivery of a nuclear-
powered submarine from Russia and prepared for its first 
aircraft carrier — modernizing its military to face a rising 
China. 

India and China have a long history of tension, dating 
back to a 1962 border war, and New Delhi has watched with 
dismay in recent years as Beijing has increased its influence in 
the Indian Ocean. 

China has financed the development of ports in Pakistan, 
Sri Lanka, Bangladesh and Myanmar, virtually encircling 
India. Beijing's recent efforts to get access to facilities in the 
Seychelles have prodded New Delhi to renew its own outreach 
to the Indian Ocean island state off its west coast. 

With its recent purchases, running into tens of billions of 
dollars, India is finally working to counter what it sees as 
aggressive incursions by neighboring China into a region India 
has long dominated. 

"The Indian military is strengthening its forces in 
preparation to fight a limited conflict along the disputed 
border, and is working to balance Chinese power projection in 
the Indian Ocean," James Clapper, the U.S. director of 
national intelligence, told a Senate committee last week. 

India has created new infantry mountain divisions and 
plans to raise a strike corps aimed at countering aggression by 
China. Their border still has not been agreed upon despite 15 
rounds of talks, and patrols from the two sides frequently face 
off on the ground. 

Analysts say that although the probability of a conflict 
between the two Asian giants is remote, a short, sharp conflict 
in the disputed Himalayan heights can't be ruled out. 

"Over the last couple of years, the Chinese have been 
acting more and more aggressively in the political, diplomatic 
and military arena," said retired Brig. Gurmeet Kanwal, 
director of the Indian army-funded Centre for Land Warfare 
Studies in New Delhi. 

Indian leaders and defense strategists have watched with 
alarm as China modernized its forces and extended its military 
advantage over India. For some in India, countering China is 
taking precedence even over checking longtime rival Pakistan. 

"Of late, there has been a realization (in India) that China 
is the real danger of the future," Kanwal said. 

To compete, India has embarked on a long-overdue drive 
to modernize its forces and replace their obsolescent, Soviet-
era weapons. 

Its orders for fighter jets, naval frigates, helicopters and 
armaments have made India the world's largest importer of 
arms. The Stockholm International Peace Research Institute 
said India accounted for 9 percent of all the world's weapon 
imports in 2010, the latest year for which figures were 
available. 

Last week's order of 126 combat aircraft, won by France's 
Dassault, followed a bitter battle by global jet manufacturers 
hoping to entice India. 

The initial cost for the 126 planes is estimated at about 
$11 billion, but on-board weaponry, technology transfers, 
maintenance, warranties and other costs are expected to almost 
double the price. 

The Indian navy last week took command of a Russian 
Nerpa nuclear submarine, renamed INS Chakra-II, at the 
Russian port of Vladivostok, propelling India into an elite 
group of countries operating underwater nuclear-powered 
vessels. Others in the club are the United States, France, 
Russia, Britain and China. 

The Chakra-II, on lease from Russia for the next 10 years 
at a cost of nearly $1 billion, is expected to be inducted into 
the navy by March. Later this year, India is expected to take 
delivery of a retrofitted Soviet-built aircraft carrier. 

In addition, six Scorpene subs being built in India under 
license from France in a $5 billion deal are expected to start 
going into service in 2015, three years behind schedule, said 
Defense Minister A.K. Antony. Labor problems and 
difficulties procuring needed technology have hampered the 
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project, he told the Indian Parliament recently. Critics also 
blame India's sluggish bureaucracy for the delays. 

"India's efforts at modernizing its forces have been very 
slow," said Rajeswari Pillai Rajagopalan, a defense analyst at 
the New Delhi-based Observer Research Foundation. 

Some Indian military experts complain that the country is 
not doing enough to upgrade its forces to the level befitting the 
regional power it aspires to be. 

"It's not only China that is rising. India is on the ascent 
too, and it's a trend that will continue for some decades," said 
retired Air Vice Marshal Kapil Kak at the Centre for Air 
Power Studies in New Delhi. 

India may be watching China's overtures to its neighbors 
with alarm, but New Delhi has also embarked on its own 
effort to reach out to the Southeast Asian and East Asian 
countries in Beijing's backyard. 

India has struck a strategic partnership with Vietnam, 
including helping Hanoi beef up its defense capabilities. 
Indian Prime Minister Manmohan Singh has been actively 
pursuing a "Look East" policy, engaging the leaders of South 
Korea, Japan, Indonesia, Malaysia and Thailand, among 
others. The policy has resulted in a troupe of high-level visits 
to India, bolstering trade and economic cooperation. 

Nowhere is the contest between China and India more 
evident than in Myanmar, where both of the energy-seeking 

Asian giants are caught in a race to gain access to the country's 
natural gas sources. 

India has regularly conducted defense exercises with 
countries in the region. It is scheduled to host the navies of 14 
Asian countries in maritime exercises later this week; the 
Chinese and Pakistani navies have not been invited. 

And, while India is increasing its defense capabilities, 
China is doing the same, but faster, making it difficult for 
India to catch up. The Chinese government's military budget is 
the second largest in the world after the United States. 

India has raised two mountain divisions of soldiers to add 
to its existing high-altitude troops. Around 36,000 soldiers and 
officers of the divisions have been posted in the remote 
northeast, not far from India's Arunachal Pradesh state, which 
China claims as part of its territory. 

A proposal for a mountain strike corps is awaiting 
clearance by India's Cabinet, and an independent armored 
brigade for the mountain region also is in the works. India 
hopes to show it can strike deep beyond its neighbor's borders 
to serve as a deterrent for any Chinese aggression, Kanwal 
said. 

"India is building up its capability for offensive 
operations in the mountains with a view to taking the fight into 
Chinese territory," Kanwal said. 
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21. Russian Navy To Get 10 Borey Class Nuclear Subs 
(RIA NOVOSTI 07 FEB 12) 

MOSCOW - The Russian Navy will receive at least 10 
new Borey class strategic nuclear submarines in line with a 
revised state armament procurement program until 2020, 
Kommersant daily said in Tuesday. 

The submarine fleet is expected to become the core of 
Russia's naval force in the future. 

The revised document also envisions the procurement of 
10 Graney class nuclear attack submarines and 20 diesel-
electric subs, including six Varshavyanka class vessels. 

Russian Prime Minister Vladimir Putin said last year that 
the procurement of new warships and submarines for the Navy 

would be a priority over the next decade. The Russian 
government has allocated five trillion rubles ($166 bln) or a 
quarter of the entire armament procurement budget until 2020 
for this purpose. 

In addition to submarines, the Navy will receive 14 
frigates, 35 corvettes, six Buyan class small artillery ships and 
six Ivan Gren Class large landing ships. 

Deputy Prime Minister Dmitry Rogozin said on Monday 
Russia will develop a detailed 30-year plan of strengthening 
its naval forces by June 2012. 
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22. A Sign Of The Times? Russian Naval Vessel Dwarfs British Warship 
(WALES ONLINE 07 FEB 12) 

Images of a British warship dwarfed by a Russian aircraft 
carrier as it passes UK waters have been released by the Royal 
Navy. 

The destroyer HMS Liverpool sailed alongside the 
50,000-tonne Russian aircraft carrier Admiral Kuznetsov as it 
made its way north. 

The Portsmouth-based Type 42 warship was acting as 
fleet escort as it followed a carrier-led Russian task group 
from the Channel off south-west England to the seas off south-
west Ireland. 

The task group of two warships and five support ships 
were making their way home to the northern and Baltic fleets 
of the Russian navy. 

HMS Liverpool’s commanding officer, Commander Colin 
Williams, said: “As an island nation, it is essential for the UK 
to maintain a military presence in our waters. 

“HMS Liverpool is well-placed to carry out this duty after 
her extremely successful Operation Ellamy and Nato 
contributions off Libya last year.” 

In December, the Portsmouth-based destroyer HMS York 
was sent to shadow the Kuznetsov group as it sailed south 
from Russia – the closest that a Russian naval task group had 
been to the United Kingdom in 20 years. 

A Royal Navy spokesman said: “Liverpool is due to 
decommission at the end of March but has already gone 
through a maintenance period in Portsmouth and a visit to 
London, where thousands of members of the public stepped 
aboard. 

“On leaving London she was activated as Fleet Ready 
Escort. 

“When her escort duty finishes, HMS Liverpool will 
conduct training exercises in the UK and Norway, before a 
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final visit to her home town of Liverpool. She decommissions on March 30 in Portsmouth.” 
Return to Index 
 

23. Argentina's President Will Complain To UN About Warship 
(THE INDEPENDENT (UK) 08 FEB 12) 

Argentina is to make a formal complaint to the United 
Nations Security Council after accusing Britain of 
"militarising" their long dispute over the Falkland Islands. 

Argentina is continuing to demand that Britain gives up 
control of the disputed archipelago with tensions between the 
two countries growing in recent weeks. 

Speaking to an audience including Falkland war veterans 
and other politicians at Argentina's presidential residence last 
night, Ms Kirchner said: "I have instructed our chancellor to 
present formally to the Security Council of the United Nations 
and before the General Assembly of the United Nations this 
militarisation of the South Atlantic which implies a great risk 
for international security." 

Tensions between London and Buenos Aires have been 
rising in the run-up to the 30th anniversary of the war for the 
islands. 

Last week Prince William began a six-week posting in the 
region in his role as an RAF search and rescue pilot. 

It came after the Government confirmed it was sending 
one of its newest destroyers, HMS Dauntless, to the South 
Atlantic, off the Falklands. 

The Type 45 destroyer is due to set sail for the region on 
her maiden mission in the coming months to replace frigate 
HMS Montrose. 

In her speech, Ms Kirchner said it was difficult to see how 
"the sending of an immense and modern destroyer 
accompanied by the Royal heir who we would have liked to 
see in civilian clothes and not in military uniform" was not a 
show of purposeful military strength by the UK. 

She said Argentina would be opposing "this militarisation 
of the South Atlantic" because it was a region where "peace 
reigns.” 

Ms Kirchner added: "We are people who have suffered 
too much violence in our country. We are not attracted to 
armed games, or wars, on the contrary. "No land, no place can 
be a spoil of war. We do not believe in the spoils of war." 

She made clear her view that the British are occupying the 
Falklands, saying: "It is an anachronism that in the 21st 
Century that there are still colonies: there are only 16 cases (of 
colonisation) in the whole world, 10 of them are English." 

Towards the end of her speech she made a direct plea to 
Prime Minister David Cameron, saying: "I want to simply ask 
the English (sic) Prime Minister that he gives peace a chance, 
that some time he gives peace a chance." 

William Hague has said the deployments of HMS 
Dauntless and Prince William are "entirely routine" and that 
commemorations would go ahead to mark the 30-year 
anniversary of the conflict. 

He also accused Argentina of attempting to "raise the 
diplomatic temperature" on the Falklands issue. 

It has also been reported that The Royal Navy is sending a 
nuclear submarine to the region to protect the islands from 
Argentine military action. This has not been confirmed by the 
Ministry of Defence. 

Britain has held the Falkland Islands, known in Argentina 
as Las Malvinas, since 1833. 

Return to Index 
 

24. Ability Of U.K. To Conduct A Future Libya-Style Campaign Questioned 
(DEFENSE NEWS 07 FEB 12) ... Andrew Chuter 

LONDON — A parliamentary defense committee has 
questioned if Britain will still have the ability to conduct 
future operations on the scale of the Libya campaign after the 
strategic defense and security review has been fully 
implemented. 

A report due to be published by the committee Feb. 8 on 
last year’s operations against Col. Moammar Gadhifi’s regime 
said that although the U.K. was able to satisfy requirements 
for the Libyan operation and other commitments, the 
government needed to urgently review the ability of its armed 
forces to conduct concurrent threats. 

“The Libyan operation raises important questions as to the 
extent of the U.K. national contingent capability. The 
government needs to review our capacity to respond to 
concurrent threats,” said the report. 

Once the defense review has been fully implemented with 
capability and personnel cuts, the government will need to 
make difficult decisions on prioritization if it embarks on 
missions similar to Libya, the parliamentarians warned. 

James Arbuthnot, the committee chairman, said in a 
statement that the “real test is whether the success of this 
mission was a one-off or whether the lessons it has highlighted 
mean that future such missions can be successfully undertaken 

whilst maintaining the U.K.’s capability to protect its interests 
elsewhere.” 

The report comes as a war of words with Argentina over 
ownership of the Falklands continues to warm up. 

Senior British ex-military officers claim Britain could not 
mount an operation to recover the islands if they were 
captured again. The warning comes as Britain is preparing to 
exit combat troops from Afghanistan. 

Royal Navy frigate and destroyer numbers have already 
been cut to the point that the Navy has to reduce important 
tasks, such as counter-drug operations and fleet-ready escort 
operations, during the Libyan mission. said the report. 

The Type 22 frigate, HMS Cumberland, which rescued 
civilians from Benghazi and then helped enforce the arms 
embargo, was scheduled to be decommissioned early under 
the defense review when it was diverted to take part in the 
operation. 

The committee said that with the continued high level of 
maritime commitments, more risk-taking would be necessary. 

Other highlights in the report include: 

 A demand that the MoD tell the committee whether it 
still intends to cut the highly valued Sentinel 
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battlefield surveillance aircraft from its ISTAR assets 
on completion of the Afghanistan campaign. 

 Urging NATO to look at its over-reliance on the U.S. 
for assets such as unmanned aircraft, intelligence and 
air tanking assets, particularly as Washington’s focus 
moves to the Pacific. 

 In the wake of reports about shortages of munitions, 
encouraging the government to outline its 

contingency measures and whether it has plans to 
review them. 

 A call for the government to give a much higher 
priority to developing ISTAR capabilities in advance 
of the next defense review, scheduled for 2015. 
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25. Shortage Of Skilled Engineers Could Cripple U.K Industry 
(DEFENSE NEWS 07 FEB 12) ... Andrew Chuter 

LONDON — Britain’s defense and aerospace industry is 
in danger of being “choked” by shortages of skilled engineers, 
insufficient research spending and the failure to adopt a clear 
national strategy, according to the new president of the 
country’s leading trade organization, ADS. 

“We don’t have a clear proactive national strategy, with 
clearly appointed champions to drive it. … Every 1 pound we 
spend on research and development, France spends 10 euros 
and Germany 15 euros. … There are only 1,200 full-time 
aerospace engineering university degree places for U.K. 
students this year,” Robin Southwell, the EADS U.K. chief 
executive and ADS president, told an audience of government 
ministers and senior industrialists at a London dinner. 

Under threat was Britain’s most important industrial 
sector, an industry that supports more than 1 million skilled 
jobs in the U.K and generates across aerospace, defense, 

security and space exports to the tune of 22 billion pounds 
($34,7 billion), said Southwell. 

One of the biggest issues, said the EADS U.K. boss, was 
the “absence of the kind of easy partnership with the 
government that will encourage job creation, generate 
economic growth and enhance our sovereign independence,” 
he said. 

“The government should be right alongside us reducing 
the skills gap, investing in research and development, and 
committing to a true partnership,” he said. 

The Conservative-led coalition government did roll out a 
new industrial defense, security and technology policy last 
week but it stopped well short of mapping out a strategy for 
the sector. 

“I note that our competitors do enjoy joined up aerospace 
and defense strategies and if we don’t then by default we will 
adopt theirs,” said Southwell. 
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PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
26. Reserve Mobilizations Continue Steep Drop 
Top Officer: 2013 Figure Will Be About Half Of 2010 Peak 
(NAVY TIMES 13 FEB 12) ... Joshua Stewart 

This time next year, fewer reservists will be mobilized 
than any time since February 2005. 

Vice Adm. Dirk Debbink, Navy Reserve chief, said that 
over the next 12 months, the number of mobilized reservists 
will drop to approximately 3,800, down from the 4,410 
mobilized as of Jan. 31 and 5,587 at the end of January 2011. 

It’s the continuation of a decline that began in August 
2010, when there were 7,008 mobilized reservists, one of the 
highest totals going back to at least September 2003. 

The upcoming drop is due to reductions in overseas 
contingency operations funding, the budget that paid for the 
now-complete operations in Iraq and the waning combat 
operations in Afghanistan, Debbink said Jan. 31 in an 
interview at the Reserve Officers Association’s security 
symposium in Washington. 

The cuts will mostly affect individual augmentees, 
roughly half of whom are reservists. He did not, however, say 
what types of work will be in less demand. 

For reservists who want to get on active duty, the cuts 
mean fewer opportunities to put on a uniform every day; 70 
percent to 90 percent of mobilized Sailors volunteered for the 
assignment. 

“The demand from our Sailors is high,” Debbink said. He 
said he thinks most reservists want to be mobilized primarily 
because they find value in their work, rather than because they 
think mobilization is a better job option than their choices in 
the civilian economy. 

The expected drop in mobilized reservists comes as the 
Navy plans to make adjustments to how individual augmentee 
positions are filled. At a conference in mid-January, Vice 
Chief of Naval Operations Adm. Mark Ferguson said that the 
number of IA positions will drop in the next year. 

As of Feb. 3, there were 6,135 IAs, 2,915 of whom were 
reservists. 

Furthermore, Ferguson said the Navy plans to rely on 
reservists to fill every IA billet by 2013. He did not say how 
many billets will be available. 
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27. Officials: Women Can Suffer Same Deployment Ills As Men 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 07 FEB 12) ... Terri Moon Cronk 

WASHINGTON – It once was thought that 
servicewomen neither were exposed to the same combat 
situations as men nor developed the same psychological 
injuries. But officials now recognize otherwise. 

“With the type of combat we’re in now, … it’s probably 
the only place where men and women really are equal,” 
therapist Jeanine Aversa says in “The Long Road Home,” this 
month’s installment of the Pentagon Channel series “Recon.” 

The segment made its debuted on the Pentagon Channel 
yesterday and will run through February. Officials estimate 
that the percentage of women in the military has doubled in 
the past 30 years. But that increase, the “Recon” segment 
noted, has come with a rise in problems such as homelessness, 
drug addiction and post-traumatic stress disorder among 
female veterans. 

The Defense and Veterans Affairs departments work 
together to address service members’ physical, mental and 
emotional injuries, including those of women, so officials say 
it’s now easier for female veterans to ask for help. 

Kate McGraw, acting deputy director for the 
psychological health, clinical standards of care at the Defense 
Centers for Excellence for Psychological Health and 
Traumatic Brain Injury at the Walter Reed National Military 
Medical Center in Bethesda, Md., said a “huge influx” of 
congressional funding and Defense Department support on the 
issues facing female veterans have helped address 
psychological health and traumatic brain injury. 

“Because there are more people deploying and the 
frequency has increased over time,” McGraw said, “we’re also 
seeing an increase in support for the effects of deployment.” 

Focus groups, growing numbers of support groups and a 
mental health anti-stigma campaign are part of the DOD and 
VA support for female veterans, she said. 

Battling the stigma of seeking mental health counseling 
also has remained a concern among military leaders, McGraw 
noted. Some service members don’t seek help, she explained, 
because they believe doing so could hurt their careers. 

“The fears don’t necessarily have a basis,” she said. “So 
this is an attempt to try to de-stigmatize those fears.” 

Peculiar to women is an apparent higher rate of “co-
occurrence” of PTSD and depression when compared with 
men after returning from deployment, McGraw said. And 
other behaviors also can play a part in women’s lives, she said. 

“Women tend to have a higher incidence of binge 
drinking … and a higher incidence of eating disorder behavior 
… as compared to males,” McGraw said, citing recent 
literature on studies conducted during the past five years. 

Women made up only seven-tenths of 1 percent of the 
military when now-retired Air Force Brig. Gen. Wilma 
Vaught entered service in 1957. Although her active-duty 
experience was nothing like what today’s women service 
members have undergone in Iraq and in Afghanistan, she said, 
she emphasized that many more doors are open to women in 
the military now than before. 

“But that progress has come with a price,” she said. 
Veteran Jen Crane knows about that price. She began to 

have panic attacks while searching for work after she left the 
military. She couldn’t continue her military job as a paralegal 

in the civilian sector, so she took a bartending job. There, she 
was introduced to cocaine. She said it brought her anxiety 
down and made her social. 

Eventually, however, Crane’s penchant for drugs nearly 
cost her everything. 

“Because I was using, [I was told to] get help. I was a 
soldier, a warrior. I can handle anything,” she said she 
believed. “I felt like a monster.” 

Crane turned to prostitution to support her drug habit, and 
became homeless and broke. As her situation spiraled 
downward, she decided to take her life. 

“I was going to do it with drugs, because it was going to 
be slow and painful. That’s what I felt like I deserved,” she 
said. But before she could act on her plan, police arrested her 
for drug possession. 

Crane went to court, and began receiving counseling from 
Aversa. With support from her therapist, the courts and her 
family, today she is married, has a child and is the national 
spokeswoman for a nonprofit organization, traveling around 
the country to tell her story. 

Experiences like Crane’s are helping to change the care 
female veterans receive. “We’re undergoing a culture change 
within the Department of Veterans Affairs,” Patricia Hayes, 
the VA’s chief consultant on women’s health, told “Recon.” 

VA estimates that 6,500 female veterans are homeless and 
live on the nation’s streets -- double the number from 10 years 
ago. VA also reported that one in five women veterans 
reported military sexual trauma during their military service, 
and the number of women with PTSD is increasing. 

The wartime roles for servicewomen have changed 
because of their exposure to combat today,” Hayes said. 
Women were close to bombings in Vietnam, but not like in 
Iraq and Afghanistan, she said, which have involved carrying 
an M-16 rifle and being alert for roadside bombs. 

Women need time to adjust after returning home, Hayes 
said. 

“They need time to work through [what] they’ve been 
exposed to,” she added. “A lot of women say they’re thrust 
right back into family life. They tell us, ‘The laundry is piled 
up.’” 

McGraw outlined signs that someone is struggling with 
readjustment issues. She cited symptoms such as the inability 
to get a good quality sleep, nightmares, or the feeling of 
reliving events from a deployment when awake, disturbing 
dreams about deployment events, changes in mood, irritability 
feeling increasingly on edge or keyed up, or getting startled 
easily. 

Veteran Genevieve Chase, who suffered a traumatic head 
injury after the vehicle she was riding in exploded, said told 
“Recon” that in spite of the struggles women try to overcome, 
their patriotism remains intact. 

“Even the women who are trying to get on their feet or 
have been struggling through military sexual trauma, 
substance abuse, suicide or any major issue, … when they 
come home, every single one of them is still proud of their 
service,” Chase said. 

The Pentagon Channel’s “Recon” series is a monthly, 30-
minute broadcast that provides an in-depth look at operations, 
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missions, military events, history and other subjects 
highlighting the accomplishments of U.S. military men and 

women. All “Recon” programs are posted on the Pentagon 
Channel’s website. 

Return to Index 
 

28. DoD Launches Pay Calculator For Wounded Troops 
(NAVY TIMES 07 FEB 12) ... Patricia Kime 

The Defense Department has launched a new website for 
wounded service members and families to calculate their 
Special Compensation for Assistance with Activities of Daily 
Living, or SCAADL, pay. 

Similar to the Pentagon’s Basic Allowance for Housing 
calculator, the site allows troops to input their ZIP code and 
level of care they receive to retrieve a monthly payment 
amount. 

SCAADL is special pay for wounded ill and injured 
soldiers who need help from a caregiver for non-medical 
support, such as driving to medical appointments and running 

errands or full-time assistance with personal hygiene, meal 
preparation and more. 

The pay is not automatic; troops or their family members 
must apply. The aim of SCAADL is to offset the loss of 
income a primary caregiver may experience if he or she can’t 
work as a result of the demands of caring for a sick or injured 
service member. 

SCAADL is based on geographic location and the needs 
of the service member. It requires recertification every 180 
days, after a change in medical condition or after a move. 

It is paid to the service member, not the caregiver. 
View Website 
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29. Survey Seeks To Rank Pay Vs. Benefits 
(NAVY TIMES 13 FEB 12) ... Rick Maze 

A new survey is asking service members about what 
tradeoffs in military benefits they would be willing to make, 
such as whether a 15 percent hike in basic pay now would 
make up for reduced retirement benefits later. 

The Center for Strategic and Budgetary Assessments, a 
nonpartisan, independent think tank, has fielded the survey 
with the intent of influencing an ongoing debate over reform 
of military pay and benefits that the Defense Department 
hopes to impose within two years. 

The survey is available at www.csbamilsurvey.org. 
Anyone can take it, and all responses are anonymous. 

Todd Harrison, the think tank’s senior fellow for defense 
budget studies, said the survey aims to show which benefits 
should be protected and which could be reduced by asking 
people to compare the importance of different elements of the 
military compensation package. 

A key theme is whether increasing basic pay or providing 
extra pay for performance would offset the negative reaction 
to changes in military retired pay or health care benefits. 

One question asks service members which they would 
prefer: $3,000 in additional annual pay now or Tricare for Life 
health benefits — which cost the Defense Department an 
average of $5,500 a year — when they turn 65. Other 
questions broach the possibility of charging fees for the health 
care of active-duty family members. The survey also asks 

whether troops would be willing to wait until age 60 or longer 
before starting to draw military retirement checks. 

The survey is “a way for service members to have their 
voice heard and tell us what is most important to them,” 
Harrison said. “The question we are trying to answer is, where 
are the red lines you do not want to cross?” Little work has 
been done to rank benefits by priority, which means little is 
known about how benefits changes might affect recruiting and 
retention. 

“There has been a lot of talk about cutting retirement pay, 
closing commissaries, raising health care fees,” Harrison said. 
“The assumption is that these things aren’t important to the 
troops and can be cut without much impact on the force. The 
truth is, we don’t know what the impact of these things would 
be on the force.” One major veterans group opposes the 
survey. Veterans of Foreign Wars is “insulted” that service 
members and veterans would “be asked to put their heads in a 
noose by tacitly admitting cuts to their earned benefits are 
somehow acceptable,” said Raymond Kelley, the group’s 
legislative director. 

VFW, the nation’s largest group for combat veterans, is 
discouraging its members from taking the survey. 

“VFW does not accept the notion that cuts to personnel 
programs and benefits are the only viable solution,” Kelley 
said. 

Return to Index 
 

30. Officer Force Management Efforts Lead to Smaller FY13 SER Board 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 07 FEB 12) ... Chief of Naval Personnel Public Affairs 

WASHINGTON -- The Navy's past successful efforts to 
balance the officer corps resulted in the need to conduct a 
selective early retirement (SER) board for only two 
communities in the restricted line and staff corps this year as 
announced in NAVADMIN 048/12, Feb 7. 

Because of the force management efforts used over the 
past few years, the unrestricted line, and most of the restricted 
line and staff corps officers communities are within their 
manpower requirements at the senior levels. 

Due to high retention and low attrition, the 
Oceanographer and Supply Corps officer communities are 
over their requirements at senior ranks. The Navy does not 
plan to conduct any further SER boards for the officer 
communities for fiscal year 2013. 

The restricted line and staff corps communities, in 
Oceanography (1800 designator) and Supply Corps (3100 
designator) will be part of the fiscal year 13 SER Board 
conducted in July 2012. This board will help ensure balance of 
these two communities and bring the number of O-5s and O-
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6s in line with the number authorized to meet the manpower 
requirement. This action is required because of the high 
retention rates for active Oceanography/Supply O-5 and 
Oceanography O-6 officers. 

Current projections indicate the SER board will select for 
early retirement approximately two captains and three 
commanders from the Oceanography community and 14 
Supply Corps commanders. These numbers may be adjusted 
based on the number of voluntary retirement requests received 
prior to the board. 

The SER board will consider the records of all active duty 
restricted line (Oceanography) captains, with at least four 
years time in grade as of July 1, 2012 and whose names are 
not on a list of officers recommended for promotion. In 
addition, Oceanography and Supply Corps commanders who 
have twice failed for promotion to O-6 and whose names are 
not on a list of officers recommended for promotion will be 
reviewed by the board. 

Officers who wish to be exempted from consideration by 
the SER board may submit a voluntary retirement request no 
later than May 25, 2012, with a requested retirement date of 
Sept. 1, 2013, or earlier. Once the voluntary retirement request 
is approved, the officer will be removed from consideration by 
the board. For those officers selected for early retirement, they 
must, by law, retire no later than the first day of the seventh 
month following Secretary of the Navy approval of the board 
recommendations. The target date for this approval is Sept. 1, 
2012. 

A separate NAVADMIN identifying the senior and junior 
in zone officers eligible will be released 30 days prior to the 
convening of the July 2012 SER board. Unrestricted line 
officers will not be considered by this board. Future use of 
SER boards will be evaluated annually, by grade and 
community. 
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31. USS Nimitz Sailor Killed Outside Seattle Nightclub 
(KITSAP (WA) SUN 07 FEB 12) ... Ed Friedrich 

SEATTLE — Police are searching for the person who 
shot and killed a USS Nimitz Sailor early Sunday in Seattle, 
the Navy announced Tuesday. 

Petty Officer 3rd Class Gregory W. Anderson Jr. was shot 
around 1:30 a.m. after leaving a First Avenue nightclub. Two 
other men in their 20s were injured when a fight broke out as 
people walked from the nightclub to their cars, according to 
Seattle Police. It's not known whether the two injured men are 
also Sailors. 

Anderson, 25, was shot in the torso and taken to 
Harborview Medical Center, where he died Sunday evening. 
The other two men suffered cuts and bruises to their heads 
from being assaulted. One was treated at Harborview, the 
other treated and released at the scene. 

It was the second tragedy in two weeks for the aircraft 
carrier crew, which is wrapping up a yearlong maintenance 
period in Bremerton. Lt. Cmdr. Regina Mills, 44, was killed in 
a collision Jan. 24 along Highway 16 near Gig Harbor. 

Mills, the Navy's first and only female aircraft handling 
officer, had pulled onto the shoulder to help a woman who lost 
control of her motorcycle on black ice and laid it down in the 
roadway. Mills, the motorcyclist and a state trooper were 

standing on the shoulder when a pickup truck lost control and 
knocked vehicles from the earlier accident into them. 

Anderson, of Fresno, Texas, joined the Navy on March 
19, 2009, and graduated from Aviation Ordnanceman "A" 
School in August 2009. He reported on board the Nimitz on 
Oct. 11, 2009. He served as a member of the magazine crew 
responsible for stowage, upkeep, assembly and disassembly of 
conventional ordnance. For the past 11 months, while the ship 
has been in Bremerton, he was assigned to the in-port security 
force. 

Anderson leaves behind a wife and two children. 
"We are shocked and saddened by the death of Petty 

Officer Anderson," said Capt. Paul Monger, Nimitz 
commanding officer. "Our thoughts and prayers are with his 
friends and family." 

Police said investigating officers and detectives had a 
difficult time figuring out what happened because witnesses 
were "less than forthcoming" with information. No suspect 
information is available. Anyone with information is asked to 
call (206) 684-5550. 

A memorial is being planned. 
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FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
32. P-8A Makes Debut In Bold Alligator Exercise 
(NAVY TIMES 07 FEB 12) ... Christopher P. Cavas 

Swooping low over the aircraft carrier Enterprise, the 
Navy’s newest jet looks every bit a war craft, with little to 
belie its commercial airliner lineage or current test missions. 

The P-8A Poseidon maritime multi-mission aircraft 
apparently made its first appearance in an operational, fleet 
exercise Feb. 3 when it began flying sorties in support of 
Exercise Bold Alligator, the largest amphibious exercise in a 
decade, now taking place along the coasts of Virginia and 
North Carolina. 

The P-8A flew 20 missions in support of the Enterprise 
and its strike group, and another 14 sorties operating with the 

amphibious strike group and Marine expeditionary forces, 
according to U.S. Fleet Forces Command in Norfolk, Va. 

That’s a departure from the extensive P-8A flight test 
programs being flown by Air Test and Evaluation Squadrons 1 
and 20 (VX-1 and VX-20) from Naval Air Station Patuxent 
River, Md. 

Sporting a spiffy sinking submarine logo on its tail, the 
VX-1 P-8A photographed from the Enterprise is known as “T-
6,” the last of six test and evaluation aircraft delivered to the 
Navy by Boeing. It was accepted by the Navy and arrived at 
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Pax River on Jan. 17, said LaToya Graddy, a spokesperson for 
Naval Air Systems Command. 

The aircraft also will be used in upcoming operational test 
exercises set to begin this summer, she added. 

The P-8 is under development by the Navy to replace the 
venerable, turbo-prop P-3 Orion. 
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33. Pentagon Oil Spending May Snarl Efforts To Trim $490 Billion 
(BLOOMBERG GOVERNMENT 08 FEB 12) ... Danielle Ivory 

The U.S. military’s appetite for oil may snarl efforts to 
pare defense spending by about $490 billion in the next 
decade. 

The Pentagon, the world’s largest consumer of energy, 
spent $17.3 billion on petroleum in fiscal 2011, a 26 percent 
increase from $13.7 billion the previous year, according to 
Department of Defense data provided to Bloomberg 
Government. 

World oil prices will average an estimated $145 a barrel 
in 2035 in 2010 dollars, up from between roughly $85 and 
$110, according to Energy Department statistics. Such an 
increase might force the military to dedicate more of its 
budget to fuel while still trying to cut total spending, said 
Russell Rumbaugh, a defense budget analyst. 

“The oil prices will further exacerbate the defense 
spending cap,” said Rumbaugh, a co-director of the Stimson 
Center’s program on budgeting for foreign affairs and defense 
in Washington. “They’ll be in competition with other defense 
priorities, including procurement and paying soldiers.” 

Rising oil prices accounted for the bulk of the Defense 
Department’s increased petroleum costs last year. The 
spending was the highest since at least fiscal 2005, the last 
year for which comparable data is available, according to the 
Pentagon. The costs represent about 2.5 percent of the 
department’s budget in fiscal 2011, which ended Sept. 30. 

BP Plc, Europe’s second-largest oil company, was the top 
supplier of fuel to the Pentagon last year. The London 
company had defense contracts valued at $1.35 billion. The 
No. 2 supplier was Valero Energy Corp. of San Antonio, with 
$905 million. 

The physical amount of petroleum purchased by the 
military rose 0.4 percent to about 117.0 million barrels from 
about 116.5 million barrels the previous year. That equates to 
an average price of about $148 a barrel in fiscal 2011 and 
about $118 a barrel in fiscal 2010. 

“This is obviously at a time when the military is already 
making budget cuts,” Phil Flynn, an analyst at PFGBest in 
Chicago, said in an interview. “You’re asking the military to 
do more with less, and higher fuel costs are going to make that 
more difficult.” 

In a budget proposal presented last month, Defense 
Secretary Leon Panetta said the department would try to cut 
$487 billion, or 8.5 percent, from the $5.62 trillion in spending 
that had been planned for 2012 to 2021. 

Flynn said it was encouraging that the amount of 
petroleum purchased by the Defense Department didn’t rise 
materially last year. 

“The growth was not significant,” he said. “Remember 
they were fighting two wars. They were fighting in Iraq and 
Afghanistan and, of course, we have troops all over the world. 
As we see a reduction in these troop levels, one would hope 
the demand would drop naturally.” 

The military’s petroleum consumption is tied to its 
operations, Lieutenant Colonel Melinda Morgan, a Pentagon 
spokeswoman, said in an e-mail. 

“The department’s efforts to improve our energy use are 
focused on increased military capabilities and effectiveness, 
not solely decreasing consumption through arbitrary targets at 
an enterprise level,” she said. 

Average crude oil prices rose 19 percent to $95.11 a 
barrel on the New York Mercantile Exchange last year. Brent 
crude, the European benchmark, climbed 38 percent to an 
average of $110.91 a barrel on the London-based ICE Futures 
Europe exchange. 

Oil for March delivery rose $1.50 to settle at $98.41 a 
barrel in New York yesterday. 

The Pentagon’s petroleum costs, mainly for jet fuel and 
diesel products, have tracked more closely with Brent crude 
prices because some of the petroleum is imported at European 
prices, said Tim Evans, an energy analyst at Citi Futures 
Perspective in New York. 

While the Pentagon has been looking for other energy 
sources to reduce its vulnerability to petroleum prices, its 
spending for alternative fuels is dwarfed by the outlay for oil. 

The military spent $21.6 million on alternative fuels, 
including biodiesel and fuel ethanol, last fiscal year, up 36 
percent from $15.9 million in fiscal 2010. The Pentagon also 
is looking at animal fats, algae and seed oils. 

“They are addicted to oil,” William Hartung, an analyst at 
the Center for International Policy, a Washington-based non- 
profit research group, said in an interview. There’s also a 
“substantial price premium” to move to alternatives, he said. 

The Navy in December signed a $12 million contract to 
buy 450,000 gallons of fuel made from algae and used 
cooking oil. It was the largest biofuel purchase in U.S. 
government history, according to the Navy. 

The Navy wants to derive 50 percent of its total energy 
from alternative sources by 2020, according to an agency 
website. The Air Force hopes by 2016 to get half of the fuel it 
uses for domestic flights from alternative sources. 

The Defense Logistics Agency buys petroleum for the 
Defense Department. It then transfers or “sells” the fuel to 
military services at a price negotiated in advance, according to 
a 2009 Congressional Research Service report. This allows the 
Pentagon to take advantage of discounts for bulk purchases 
and usually provides the services with a stable price for that 
fiscal year, according to the report. 

Even so, this doesn’t shield the Defense Logistics Agency 
from oil price fluctuations, retired Air Force General Charles 
Wald, a director at New York-based Deloitte Services LP, said 
in an interview. 

“It still pays the market price for oil,” said Wald, co- 
author of a 2009 Deloitte study on energy security and leader 
of the company’s Department of Defense practice. 
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The military pays for fuel from its operations and 
maintenance budget. If oil prices are higher than expected, the 
military may account for the increase by first cutting items 
within that budget, the Stimson Center’s Rumbaugh said. 
Those reductions might include limiting training hours for 
pilots or turning off the lights in gyms for a few extra hours 
each night, he said. 

“There is a policy choice hidden behind those gas prices,” 
Rumbaugh said. “What’s more important to us -- having guys 
who are trained up or having stuff to use? If these fuel prices 

rise, we, as Americans, are going to face that choice more and 
more clearly.” 

Defense Fuel Costs Increase 
The U.S. Defense Department spent more than $17 billion 

on petroleum in 2011. A $10 a barrel increase would add 
about $1.3 billion in fuel costs for the department, according 
to the Defense Logistics Agency. 

U.S. Defense Department fiscal year petroleum 
spending 

2009: $10.75 billion; 2010: $13.72 billion; 2011: $17.32 
billion 
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34. U.S. Navy Checks Biofuel Plant 
(MACKAY DAILY MERCURY (AUSTRALIA) 08 FEB 12) ... Andrea Davy 

U.S. Navy jets could one day be powered by biofuel 
produced at Mackay Sugar's Racecourse mill. 

The U.S. Navy has identified Mackay Sugar's biofuels 
pilot plant, run in conjunction with Queensland University of 
Technology (QUT) researchers, as one of the sources that 
might help to supply the needs of its navy's Green Fleet. 

The U.S. Navy is hoping 50% of its fleet's fuel will come 
from alternative fuel supplies by 2020. 

Its jets burn about 30 million barrels of fuel a year. 
U.S. Navy director of operational energy Chris Tindal, 

whose office is based at the Pentagon, was in Mackay 
yesterday. 

"It was one of the situations where we knew there was a 
pilot plant going on up here and... potential certainly existed... 
that's why we put Mackay on the schedule," Mr Tindal said. 

Mackay Sugar chairman of directors Andrew Cappello 
said it was good news for Mackay and for the mill. 

"The advantage for Mackay Sugar is that we are always 
interested in diversifying and it was a perfect opportunity to 
host this group. If a deal goes ahead, it will be good news for 
our shareholders," Mr Cappello said. 

The QUT Mackay Renewable Biocommodities Pilot Plant 
was opened in 2010. 

The University of Queensland Australian Institute for 
Bio-engineering and Nano-technology director, Professor 
Peter Gray, said the research and project was running 
smoothly to be one of the suppliers of the U.S. Navy's 2020 
fuel needs. 

"It's a wonderful opportunity for Australia. The first step 
is to get the sucrose (from sugar), convert it to a substrate and 
then with a minor conversion, it becomes aviation fuel," he 
said. 

The U.S. Navy is trailing biofuels in its aviation fleet. 
"For automobiles, there are a few alternatives to fuel. 
"Aviation can't do that so it has to have the same fuel that 

is in use, it just needs to come from bio sources," Mr Gray 
said. 

Member for Mackay Tim Mulherin said the city had a 
good chance of locking in the deal given Mackay's substantial 
sugar industry and ports and was "well placed" with its 
number of research institutions. 

"Queensland is a big sugar producer and now has an 
opportunity to capture the interest of the U.S. Navy with its 
biofuels technology development," Mr Mulherin said. 
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35. DOD Spokesman: Panetta Will Defend Lifting F-35 'Probation' 
(NATIONAL JOURNAL 07 FEB 12) ... Kevin Baron 

Defense Secretary Leon Panetta will defend his January 
decision to lift the “probation” on the development of the F-
35B fighter, his spokesman said on Tuesday, in response to 
strong criticism from key senators with oversight 
responsibilities over the costly plane. 

Senate Armed Services Committee Chairman Carl Levin, 
D-Mich, and Ranking Member John McCain, R-Ariz., sent 
Panetta a letter on Monday calling the secretary's decision 
“premature." 

“The secretary of course will respond to the letter from 
the Hill,” said Pentagon press secretary George Little. “We 
have confidence at the end of the day that this program will go 
into effect.” 

The senators criticized Panetta’s announcement, which 
they said was made “without prior notice to or consultation” 

with Congress and amounted to a squandered opportunity to 
pressure Lockheed Martin, the lead company in F-35 
development, to change its business practices. 

McCain and Levin said they had not received the 
Pentagon’s “specific” criteria required to lift the probation, as 
required in the National Defense Authorization Act. Instead, 
they blasted a recently received Defense Department report on 
F-35 progress as an “after-the-fact” assessment, and contend 
the Pentagon “is failing to communicate” with the oversight 
committee. The senators have asked the Government 
Accountability Office to investigate. 

“We believe that every opportunity to focus Lockheed 
Martin's attention and disrupt ‘business as usual’ in this 
mullibillion-dollar effort, as Secretary Gates' probation 
decision had done, should be maximized,” they wrote. 
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36. China's Role In JSF's Spiraling Costs 
(AVIATION WEEK 07 FEB 12) ... David Fulghum, Bill Sweetman, Amy Butler 

WASHINGTON - How much of the F-35 Joint Strike 
Fighter’s spiraling cost in recent years can be traced to 
China’s cybertheft of technology and the subsequent need to 
reduce the fifth-generation aircraft’s vulnerability to detection 
and electronic attack? 

That is a central question that budget planners are asking, 
and their queries appear to have validity. Moreover, senior 
Pentagon and industry officials say other classified weapon 
programs are suffering from the same problem. Before the 
intrusions were discovered nearly three years ago, Chinese 
hackers actually sat in on what were supposed to have been 
secure, online program-progress conferences, the officials say. 

The full extent of the connection is still being assessed, 
but there is consensus that escalating costs, reduced annual 
purchases and production stretch-outs are a reflection to some 
degree of the need for redesign of critical equipment. 
Examples include specialized communications and antenna 
arrays for stealth aircraft, as well as significant rewriting of 
software to protect systems vulnerable to hacking. 

It is only recently that U.S. officials have started talking 
openly about how data losses are driving up the cost of 
military programs and creating operational vulnerabilities, 
although claims of a large impact on the Lockheed Martin JSF 
are drawing mixed responses from senior leaders. All the 
same, no one is saying there has been no impact. 

While claiming ignorance of details about effects on the 
stealth strike aircraft program, James Clapper, director of 
national intelligence, says that Internet technology has “led to 
egregious pilfering of intellectual capital and property. The F-
35 was clearly a target,” he confirms. “Clearly the attacks . . . 
whether from individuals or nation-states are a serious 
challenge and we need to do something about it.” 

The F-35 issue was ducked as well by David Shedd, 
deputy director of the Defense Intelligence Agency, but not 
the impact of cybertheft on defense spending and operational 
security. 

“I am not going to talk about the F-35,” Shedd says. “I’d 
be sitting with the secretary having a counseling session. The 
answer is absolutely yes. The leaks have hurt our efforts in 
that it gives the adversary an advantage in having insights into 
what we’re doing. It should be clear that whether there are 
leaks on the technology side or that affect preemptive 
decision-making, they are very damaging to the intelligence 
community.” 

Those closer to the program are less equivocal about the 
damage that cyberintrusions are causing the JSF program. 

“You are on to something,” says a veteran combat pilot 
with insight into both the F-35 and the intelligence 
communities. “There are both operational and schedule 
problems with the program related to the cyber data thefts. In 
addition, there are the costs of redressing weaknesses in the 
original system design and lots of software fixes.” 

The subject also was addressed during Pentagon briefings 
about President Barack Obama’s budget for 2013. 

“We are very attentive . . . to cybervulnerabilities in 
weapon systems, ours and those of others,” says Deputy 
Defense Secretary Ashton Carter. “It’s part of the modern 

world. It’s a highly computerized airplane. Like all our other 
computer systems, we have to be attentive to it.” 

In July 2011, then-Deputy Defense Secretary William 
Lynn pointed out that a foreign intelligence agency had 
victimized a major defense contractor and extracted 24,000 
files concerning a developmental system. That is important 
because a decision to redesign a compromised system depends 
on whether the lost information would help the intruder 
develop similar systems and generate methods of attack and 
defense. Some U.S. officials have pegged the costs at tens of 
billions of dollars. 

There is some empirical evidence to support this concern. 
China has made a habit in recent years of regularly rolling out 
new aircraft designs, including the J-20 stealth prototype strike 
fighter and a series of new unmanned aircraft that look like 
U.S. designs such as the Global Hawk and Sensor Craft. 

Nonetheless, the Pentagon’s ardor for the strike fighter 
has not dampened. 

“We want the airplane,” Carter declares. “We want all 
three variants. At the same time, there is the issue of cost and 
the performance of the program in this difficult time when we 
are trying to reach full-rate production. That’s still a concern. 
We’ll ride up that curve to full-rate production when it’s 
economically and managerially prudent to do it.” 

Despite the proclamation of support for the program, the 
Pentagon is expected to reduce by 179 aircraft the U.S. buy of 
F-35s through 2017 in the forthcoming fiscal 2013 defense 
spending request, according to a Reuters report. If approved 
by Congress, this would dash the hopes of Lockheed Martin to 
swiftly ramp up production and lower per-unit prices, a goal 
tied to the company’s campaign to sell the aircraft abroad. The 
Pentagon’s reasoning for slowing production is to reduce the 
impact of yet-unknown problems that could still arise from the 
flight-test program. In addition, the Block II software package 
is late. It was slated for release to the flight-testing fleet by the 
end of last year. 

An early concern about a possible avenue for hacking into 
stealth aircraft, the F-35’s Multifunction Advanced Data Link 
(MADL), is no longer suspect. It was dropped as an add-on to 
the F-22 and B-2 that would allow stealth aircraft to 
communicate without being detected. Program insiders say 
MADL was scrubbed as a “pure money issue.” MADL was 
designed for high throughput, frequency-hopping and anti-
jamming capabilities with phased-array antenna assemblies 
that send and receive tightly directed radio signals. 

The F-35 program may have been vulnerable because of 
its lengthy development. Defense analysts note that the JSF’s 
information system was not designed with cyberespionage, 
now called advanced persistent threat, in mind. Lockheed 
Martin officials now admit that subcontractors (6-8 in 2009 
alone, according to company officials) were hacked and 
“totally compromised.” In fact, the stealth fighter program 
probably has the biggest “attack surface” or points that can be 
attacked owing to the vast number of international 
subcontractors. 

There also is the issue of unintended consequences. The 
2009 hacking was apparently not aimed at the F-35 but rather 
at a classified program. However, those accidental results 
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were spectacular. Not only could intruders extract data, but 
they became invisible witnesses to online meetings and 
technical discussions, say veteran U.S. aerospace industry 
analysts. After the break-in was discovered, the classified 
program was halted and not restarted until a completely new, 
costly and cumbersome security system was in place. 

There is another view of what is affecting JSF and why. A 
former senior staffer for the U.S. Senate contends that the F-
35 program’s problems reflect diminishing interest in manned 
aircraft whose performance is limited primarily by its aircrew. 

“I think the biggest issue facing the JSF is that there has 
been a profound shift in the military’s perception of the value 

of manned aircraft compared to unmanned aircraft,” he says. 
“I’ve had long conversations with a Marine Corps forward air 
controller who has just returned from Afghanistan. He pointed 
out that an F/A-18 can be kept on call for 15 minutes, but an 
unmanned Reaper is there for eight hours. The day of the 
fighter pilot is over. There has been a seismic shift in the 
military’s value judgment of manned and unmanned aircraft.” 

However, that is a disputed analysis. 
The JSF and its mission of penetrating integrated air 

defense systems will not be threatened by unmanned aircraft 
despite cost issues, says a retired aerospace official who has 
been involved with the F-35 throughout its life. 
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BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
37. Residents Encouraged To Design USS North Dakota Crest 
(KFYR NBC BISMARCK (ND) 07 FEB 12) ... Jessica Roose 

The last time a naval ship was named after our state was 
in 1910 and after a lot of hard work and dedication we are 
finally receiving a second. Before the ship is commissioned in 
2014, crew members are asking for help creating the ships 
crest. 

Naming a Naval ship after our state wasn’t easy. 
“It took me 23 years of letters to congressmen, the 

president, our whole delegation, secretary of the 
Navy...anybody I could write to,” said Bob Wefald, USS 
North Dakota Committee Chairman. 

Finally all that hard work paid off, the secretary of the 
Navy named the SSN 784 the USS North Dakota. The ship is 
a nuclear powered submarine that can go the duration of its 
33-year lifespan without needing to re-fuel. 

“It’s really going to be remarkable, the crew’s being 
assembled right now. We’ve got a commanding officer, 
executive officer, chief of the boat, the nuclear power guys on 
board, we’re getting the whole crew assembled,” said Wefald. 

Now it’s time for North Dakotans to give their input on 
what will become a piece of the ship’s history. 

“The crest is extremely important, it allows the crew to 
relate back to the state after which the boat was named. And 
so the crest really should be an interpretation of who we are 
and what we represent,” said Dot Frank with the Bismarck-
Mandan Chamber of Commerce. 

The design can be anything you want it to be. 
“So when people submit their design ideas it’s just as 

important for them to tell us where their getting their 
inspiration from, as opposed to just the illustration itself. It’s 
the idea behind the crest and the design component that were 
really looking for,” said Frank. 

Some members of the ship’s crew have already submitted 
their ideas for what they think the crest should look like. To 
get more information or to download a template visit 
www.bismarckmandan.com/ussnorthdakota. 

All ideas need to be submitted to the Bismarck-Mandan 
Chamber of Commerce no later than March 15. 

View Clip (RT: 1:57) 
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38. Navy Medicine Facilities Continue To Gain Level 3 Medical Home Port Recognition 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 07 FEB 12)) ... Valerie A. Kremer, U.S. Navy Bureau of Medicine and Surgery Public Affairs 

WASHINGTON -- Navy Medicine announced Feb. 7 that 
15 Navy medical facilities have achieved Level 3 Patient 
Centered Medical Home status as designated by the National 
Committee for Quality Assurance in the last two months. 

Naval Health Clinic Quantico, Va., was the first across 
the entire Department of Defense to be recognized as a Level 
3 medical home facility back in December 2011. 

"Achieving Patient Centered Medical Home recognition 
from NCQA signifies that the practice provides a systematic 
use of the patient-centered, coordinated care management 
process," said Capt. Maureen Padden, director of the Navy's 
Medical Home Port Program Management Office at the Navy 
Bureau of Medicine and Surgery. "Beneficiaries who receive 
care at our recognized practices will receive comprehensive, 
well-coordinated care with reduced wait times to see their 
provider or team." 

NCQA Level 3 recognition includes nine standard 
categories as well as 10 "must pass elements." Such categories 
include access and communication; patient tracking and 

registry functions; care management; performance reporting 
and improvement; and advanced electronic communication to 
name a few. 

NCQA awards levels of recognition from the scores that 
practices achieve with Level 3 being the highest. To achieve 
Level 1 recognition, practices must successfully comply with 
at least 5 of the elements. Achieving Level 2 or 3 depends on 
overall scoring and compliance with all 10 "must pass 
elements." 

"We are proud that our clinic was the first facility out of 
the entire Department of Defense to achieve Level 3 Patient 
Centered Medical Home recognition," said Capt. Mary 
Elizabeth Neill, commanding officer, Naval Health Clinic 
Quantico, Va. "Our providers and care teams continue to 
demonstrate world-class care to their patients, which has led to 
increased patient satisfaction." 

There are an additional 38 sites that will seek Level 3 
Patient Centered Medical Home recognition in 2012, 
according to Padden. These sites include: Family Practice 
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Clinic in Rota, Spain; Family Medicine Clinic at Camp 
Lejeune, N.C.; Family Practice Clinic at Camp Pendleton, 
Calif.; and Family Practice Clinic in Oak Harbor, Wash. 

"To apply for the designation, facilities complete a self 
survey indicating the level they feel they can achieve to their 
area of responsibility regional lead," said Padden. "The facility 
name is then sent to the BUMED Medical Home Port office 
who determines if they are ready to seek recognition based on 
the self assessment and observations during site visits by the 
BUMED team." 

The NCQA is a private, 501(c)(3) not-for-profit 
organization dedicated to improving health care quality. Since 

its founding in 1900, NCQA has been a central figure in 
driving improvement throughout the health care system, 
helping to elevate the issue of health care quality to the top of 
the national agenda. 

Navy Medicine is a global health care network of 63,000 
Navy medical personnel around the world who provide high 
quality health care to more than 1 million eligible 
beneficiaries. Navy Medicine personnel deploy with Sailors 
and Marines worldwide, providing critical mission support 
aboard ship, in the air, under the sea and on the battlefield. 
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39. U.S., Japan To Announce Troop Relocation Plan 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 08 FEB 12) ... Sachiko Sakamaki and Takashi Hirokawa 

The U.S. and Japan will agree to move thousands of 
Marines to Guam from Okinawa as the Obama administration 
cuts costs and bypasses a stalled base relocation agreement 
that has frayed bilateral ties. 

“We are preparing to announce the realignment plan of 
U.S. troops in our country today,” Foreign Minister Koichiro 
Gemba said in parliament. “We intend to reduce the burden on 
Okinawa quickly,” he said, adding that details will take 
months to work out. 

President Barack Obama will send about 4,500 Marines 
stationed in Japan to Guam as he curtails a plan costing as 
much as $21.1 billion to expand the military’s presence on the 
island in the west Pacific Ocean, according to people familiar 
with the matter. The U.S. will rotate an additional 4,000 troops 
through Australia, the Philippines and Hawaii, according to 
the people, who asked not to be identified before the 
announcement. 

The realignment separates the troop shift from an 
agreement to relocate the Marine Corps Air Station Futenma 
on Okinawa to another part of the island that has stalled over 
local objections. Okinawans have repeatedly called for the 
facility to be moved elsewhere, citing crime, noise and 
pollution, and the issue contributed to the 2010 resignation of 
Prime Minister Yukio Hatoyama after he submitted to U.S. 
pressure to confirm the deal. 

“Futenma is virtually impossible to move, and the U.S. 
must evolve its military posture without waiting for Japan,” 
said Kunihiko Miyake, a former Japanese diplomat and now 
director of research at the Canon Institute for Global Studies 
in Tokyo. 

Obama is realigning Asia-Pacific forces as his 
administration moves to blunt China’s expanding influence in 

an area that accounts for half the world’s economy. At the 
same time, the Pentagon is seeking to cut about $490 billion 
from projected spending over a decade. 

As part of a 2006 agreement with Japan, 8,000 Marines 
and 9,000 dependents were to be transferred from Okinawa 
almost 1,500 miles south to Guam by 2014. Japan pays about 
188 billion yen ($2.4 billion) a year to host 38,000 American 
military personnel and 43,000 dependents as part of a 52-year 
security treaty. More than 75 percent of the bases are on 
Okinawa, about 950 miles south of Tokyo. 

Prime Minister Yoshihiko Noda, Japan’s sixth leader in 
five years, hasn’t been any more successful than his 
predecessors in persuading Okinawa residents to accept the 
base transfer. He was forced to replace his defense minister 
after a ministry official was fired for comparing the relocation 
to rape, recalling a 1995 incident in which three American 
soldiers sexually assaulted an Okinawan schoolgirl. 

Last May, Democratic Senators Carl Levin of Michigan 
and Jim Webb of Virginia joined Republican Senator John 
McCain of Arizona in calling on the Defense Department to 
save money by reducing the Marine Corps expansion on 
Guam. 

U.S. troops will be stationed in northern Australia under a 
plan that Obama and Prime Minister Julia Gillard announced 
in November. The U.S. and the Philippines last month agreed 
to “deepen and broaden” maritime security cooperation as 
Philippine officials seek closer ties to deter China from 
operating in disputed waters in the South China Sea. 

“The U.S. is shifting its projection of power to the Pacific 
region amid China’s rise,” said Tomohiko Taniguchi, a former 
Foreign Ministry official and a visiting professor at Keio 
University in Tokyo. 
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40. Unpredictable Financial Burden Relating To USFJ Relocation 
(ASAHI SHIMBUN 07 FEB 12) 

TOKYO - The review of U.S. Forces Japan (USFJ) 
realignment plans is certain to affect Japan’s share of the 
financial burden. Japan is poised to demand a reduction in the 
financial share with the reduction of the number of U.S. 
Marines to be moved to Guam. However, new U.S. demands 
may result in an increase in cost. What will happen to the $6 
billion that Japan pledged under the 2006 agreement? This 
will be a major issue in the review talks. 

A senior government official expressed hope on February 
6 that the downsizing of the Marines to be relocated to Guam 
will enable Japan to reduce its financial share. He said: “Since 
8,000 troops are now down to fewer than 5,000, Japan’s share 
could be reduced to 70% or 60%” 

Following are the U.S. military facilities in Guam the 
construction cost of which Japan is supposed to pay for: a base 
headquarters building in the Finegayan area (6.2 billion yen), a 
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clinic in the Apra area (9 billion yen), and a force command 
headquarters building (2.3 billion yen). 

The two governments agreed under the USFJ realignment 
road map in 2006 that around 8,000 U.S. Marines in Okinawa, 
along with 9,000 dependents, will be relocated to Guam. The 
Japanese side made a commitment to shoulder part of the 
expenses for U.S. military facilities in Guam in exchange for 
the U.S.’s efforts to “reduce Okinawa’s base-hosting burden.” 

Of the total relocation cost of $10.27 billion, Japan agreed 
to shoulder $6.09 billion, including $2.8 billion to be paid out 
by the government. Based on the Guam Agreement of 
February 2009, which sets the upper limit of Japan’s cost 
sharing, Japan paid the U.S. around 34.6 billion yen in 
FY2009 and around 46.8 billion yen in FY2010. 

However, if the Japan-U.S. agreement itself is revised, the 
cost sharing will naturally change. A government source made 
the following point: “The agreement was signed in the first 
place on the premise of relocating 8,000 troops, for which 
Japan is paying $2.8 billion. Since the situation on the U.S. 
side has changed (due to its fiscal difficulties), is it right for 
Japan to still pay the same amount?” 

Japan intends to include a review of the Guam Agreement 
and the reduction of Japan’s financial burden in the agenda of 
the bilateral talks. However, government officials are also 
anxious about how successfully Japan can steer the 
discussions. One senior official said: “Will the overall cost be 
reduced because of the reduction in troops? Will this really 
happen?” The U.S. side’s next steps will be closely watched. 

Japan’s demand for a reduction in the financial cost is not 
the only topic in the review of the Japan-U.S. agreement. A 
government source revealed on February 6 that “the U.S. 
government has demanded that Japan pay for the maintenance 
and repair of the Futenma base since it will continue to be 
used for the time being,” thus indicating that cost sharing for 
the maintenance and repair of the Futenma Air Station will 
also be discussed in the bilateral talks. 

The Marine Corps in Okinawa is demanding repairs to the 
dilapidated runway and facilities on the Futenma base. 
However, Japan halted payments for maintenance and repairs 
after the two governments decided on “the complete return of 
the Futenma base and relocation to the Henoko area.” Even 
the U.S. side has rejected requests for repairs except in cases 
where operations would be undermined. 

However, the new transport aircraft MV-22 Osprey will 
be deployed officially at the Futenma base from October. If 
the relocation of the Marines to Guam alone is delinked from 
the “package” and implemented in advance, continued use of 
the Futenma base for the time being will be inevitable, since 
prospects for relocation are uncertain. 

From the U.S. perspective, since Futenma relocation is 
not making any progress due to problems on the Japanese side, 
Japan will have to be responsible for the cost of maintenance 
and repairs. However, it is still unknown at this point how 
much the building of aprons for the Osprey and other facilities 
will cost. 

In the Japan-U.S. talks so far, the U.S. has sounded out 
Japan on the idea of reducing the number of Marines to be 
moved to Guam from 8,000 to 4,700, with the rest being 
dispersed and relocated to the USFJ’s Iwakuni base, the ROK, 
Australia, and other places. 

If the Marines are relocated within Japan, it is quite 
possible that the expenses will be borne by Japan. Even with 
regard to relocation out of the country, the U.S. side may 
make fresh demands for Japan to shoulder the cost of building 
facilities at the relocation site or the relocation of training 
exercises, on the ground that this will help “reduce Okinawa’s 
burden.” 

When queried on the reported review of the realignment 
plans at the House of Councillors Budget Committee on 
February 6, Prime Minister Noda said: “The discussions that 
are taking place quietly are about coming up with ideas to 
reduce Okinawa’s burden while maintaining the deterrence 
(provided by the U.S. forces).” 

However, these discussions are also tough negotiations 
that may result in the Futenma base remaining where it is. 
While Noda indicated that “we are making every effort in the 
talks to make sure that the Futenma base will not remain,” the 
opposition’s questioning at the committee already exposed 
internal conflicts. 

The Liberal Democratic Party’s Yoshimasa Hayashi 
targeted Defense Minister Naoki Tanaka. He asked for an 
explanation of what had transpired, on the assumption that the 
main venue for USFJ realignment talks is the Security 
Consultative Committee (two-plus-two). 

Tanaka’s response was: “We will start discussions 
shortly. I have been receiving reports from bureaucrats who 
are engaged in flexible discussions with the U.S. side.” His 
explanation was that the defense minister, including his 
predecessor former Defense Minister Yasuo Ichikawa, has not 
been involved in talks with the U.S. defense secretary, 
indirectly admitting that the talks have been led by the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MOFA). 

This made Foreign Minister Koichiro Gemba panic. He 
had to offer an explanation because he had just admitted to 
reporters on February 3 that the realignment talks were taking 
place. He gradually revealed that it was agreed at the Japan-
U.S. foreign ministerial last December to engage in serious 
talks and that the Defense Ministry has been participating in 
an “unofficial exchange of views.” 

Although a senior MOFA official stressed that it is “not 
right” to say that treating the Marines’ relocation to Guam and 
Futenma relocation as two separate issues was “forced on 
Japan by the U.S. for its own reasons” and that “(the talks) do 
not mean that the Futenma base will remain where it is 
permanently,” a senior MOD official expressed strong 
suspicion that “MOFA is trying to grab credit.” 

In light of the discord in the cabinet, the opposition is 
saying, “[Japan] is at the U.S.’s beck and call,” according to a 
senior New Komeito official. This issue is certain to be a 
major 
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41. TSC, Learning Site Great Lakes Sailors Become Saturday Scholars 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 07 FEB 12) ... James F. Antonucci, Training Support Center Great Lakes Public Affairs 

GREAT LAKES, Ill. -- Sailors and students from 
Training Support Center (TSC) and Learning Sites, Great 

Lakes volunteered at John Milton Gregory School to tutor and 
mentor 4th and 5th graders Feb. 4. 
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Established in 1983, Saturday Scholars is a part of the 
Navy's Personal Excellence program and is the model for the 
Partnership Tutoring Program. This five-week program ends 
with a graduation for students who attended at least three-
quarters of the sessions. Students receive a certificate of 
completion and Sailors provide words of encouragement. 

"The Saturday Scholars program provides our newest 
Sailors the opportunity to perform some wonderful volunteer 
work for the Navy and help our Chicago community children 
improve in school; it's a great win/win program," said Master 
Chief Electronics Technician (SW/AW) Timothy D. Malak, 
command master chief for Center for Surface Combat Systems 
Unit (CSCSU) Great Lakes. 

"For this one-on-one tutoring program, we volunteer 
roughly 3,000 man-hours each year of community service to 
make it work," Malak said. 

CSCSU instructor Electronics Technician 1st Class 
(SW/SCW) Dennis G. Cope is in his first year as the Saturday 
Scholars Program manager. "We are able to help these 
students drastically improve their test scores and more 
important improve understanding," said Cope. 

Statistics have shown that the children involved in the 
program have displayed a 15 to 30 percent improvement on 
their state test scores, placing Gregory School on the state's 
honor roll; all due to the support received from the Great 
Lakes volunteers. 

Approximately 90 Navy volunteers from commands 
across Great Lakes participate with 40 to 50 students each 

season. This year, students at Gregory School receive 
assistance in the areas of reading, math and science. 

"We really pump this up. The kids know they get a 
chance to be tutored by a Sailor if they come and they love it," 
said Gregory School teacher Cathy Wright. Along with 
Charlene Reynolds and retired volunteer Precious James, 
Wright is one of the school's program co-coordinators. 

"The Sailors here are great role models, especially for the 
young men who get a chance to see the guys in uniform. The 
boys especially come out to for it." 

The volunteers depart on Saturday morning and spend 
half an hour socializing with the kids in the cafeteria after 
arriving. Prior to starting the two-hour tutoring sessions the 
Sailors lead the school children in a motivational chant. 

"We try to target the students who are struggling in the 
classroom... so we pull those students who can benefit from 
having the Sailors tutor them," Wright said. 

"The students love it," said Cope. "They like the military, 
the uniform and ask a lot of questions about where we've been 
and what we do in the Navy." 

"It's been pretty fun so far, I was nervous at first, but I've 
melded in and gotten used to it," said volunteer Seaman Josue 
Martinez. "My student has pretty much got it down; I've just 
needed to push him in the right direction!" 

Cope said family members may also volunteer. 
"I am very happy to be a part of this program," said Cope. 

"I have always enjoyed teaching/tutoring, and I think it is 
extremely important that our children in our community are 
taught everything to become well-rounded adults." 
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42. Migrants At Base 'Broke Rules,' Face New Limits 
(MIAMI HERALD 08 FEB 12) ... Carol Rosenberg 

Nearly three dozen Cuban asylum seekers were confined 
to the Leeward side of the U.S. Navy base at Guantanamo 
Tuesday, no longer able to send packages to family across the 
minefield in a security crackdown at the U.S. migrant center at 
the base in southeast Cuba. 

Officials wouldn’t say precisely how the Cubans lost 
privileges of wider access on the base. But “several of the 
migrants repeatedly broke Naval Station rules in place to 
ensure base security,” said Deborah Sisbarro at the State 
Department’s Bureau of Population, Refugees and Migration. 

As of Tuesday, the base was housing 33 Cubans, ages 18 
to 53, who were picked up at sea by the U.S. Coast Guard and 

found to be potential candidates for asylum anywhere but the 
U.S. 

The “migrants,” as the U.S. military calls them, have in 
the past had wider movement around the 45-square-mile base, 
escorted by a contract security group. They could ride the 
ferry from Leeward side, where they are housed in a renovated 
barracks, to the Windward side, where they could do odd jobs 
and shop. 

The 171 war-on-terror captives are held in prison camps 
on Windward side. 

Of the 33 migrants, 21 are approved for resettlement in 
nations other than the U.S. The State Department is evaluating 
the other cases. 
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NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
43. Insiders: Pentagon's Budget Cuts Are Pragmatic For Changing Times 
Experts say NATO should end combat role in Afghanistan in 2014 as scheduled. 
(NATIONAL JOURNAL 07 FEB 12) ... Sara Sorcher 

Three-quarters of National Journal’s National Security 
Insiders said the Obama administration’s plan to cut the 
Pentagon budget was a smart decision driven by the end of the 
Iraq war and the nation’s current fiscal crisis, dismissing 
criticism by defense hawks who maintain that chopping nearly 
$500 billion over 10 years could undermine the military’s 
capabilities. 

After months of deliberation, Defense Secretary Leon 
Panetta and Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Martin 
Dempsey late last month revealed details of the first tranche of 
reductions. A strong majority -- 74 percent -- of the pool of 
national-security experts agree with the top military leadership 
that these cuts are pragmatic during a national economic 
crunch and will help the U.S. adapt to evolving threats. 
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“Smart, strategically based reductions will provide 
adequate defense for the next generation of threats,” one 
Insider said. Another added: “Our defense strategy and 
supporting budget are based on countering potential enemy 
capabilities. Far too much rhetoric flies around the nation on 
this issue. In five years, there will be new developments that 
will require changes.” 

However, many Insiders are uneasy at the prospect of 
sequestration -- the additional $600 billion in reductions to 
Pentagon accounts due to the super committee’s failure to 
reach an agreement on the deficit. Even as Panetta blasts the 
across-the-board cuts as a “doomsday mechanism,” he has 
sided with President Obama in saying that Congress cannot 
devise a way to evade sequestration, but instead must find a 
way to reduce the deficit by $1.2 trillion as mandated under 
the August debt deal. 

“The plan is pragmatic, as it is written,” one Insider said. 
“Sequestration, though, would trigger a messy process that 
would be among the worst possible ways to cut defense.” 

Siding with loud GOP criticism already blaring on Capitol 
Hill, 26 percent of Insiders said they believe the already-
announced cuts are a shortsighted move which could threaten 
U.S. national security. “The budget cuts coupled with talk of a 
‘pivot’ to Asia have alarmed Europeans in particular,” one 
Insider said. “The view of America as weaker because of its 
determination to withdraw forces from Afghanistan is simply 
reinforced by the cuts.” 

Seventy percent of Insiders said NATO should stick to its 
2014 deadline to end the combat mission in Afghanistan, 
disagreeing with France’s announcement it would withdraw 
troops sooner than planned. Fueling the Insiders’ responses to 

the poll was Panetta’s surprise announcement last week that 
the U.S. would end its combat mission in 2013, a year earlier 
than expected. 

“The announcement to move up the end to U.S. combat 
operations to 2013 in Afghanistan is a blatant political move 
in an election year that will have dangerous operational 
consequences,” one Insider said. Another added: “Speeding up 
the departure will increase the risk of a Taliban takeover. The 
Afghans will not be ready in 2013.” 

One Insider cautioned that NATO should “stay the course 
unless conditions in Afghanistan support early reductions.” 

Thirty percent of Insiders said NATO should accelerate 
its plans to wind down the long Afghan war. “Another year is 
not going to buy either more security or a less corrupt Afghan 
government,” one Insider said. “Apparently, the Obama 
administration is also in agreement,” another added. 

Reflecting the growing tensions within NATO about 
whether the war is worth the human and financial cost, one 
Insider described the alliance’s “Herculean efforts to enhance 
security” in Afghanistan but said there is “too little self-
sustaining momentum after a decade to believe that a few 
more years of expensive engagement will change the 
dynamic.” 

“If we're not going to extend it for decades, which even 
hard core COIN [counterinsurgency] fans admit we shouldn't, 
it should have ended a long time ago,” one Insider said. 
“We're throwing good money after bad.” 

As one Insider put it, the heated debate over one year in 
the war effort is moot. “Doesn't really matter,” the Insider 
said. “Neither is long enough.” 

View Results of Poll 
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44. Senators Launch Assault On Veterans' High Unemployment 
(THE HILL 07 FEB 12) ... Vicki Needham 

A bipartisan trio of senators launched an assault Tuesday 
to reduce joblessness among the nation's veterans. 

Democratic Sens. Joe Manchin (W.Va.) and Jon Tester 
(Mont.) along with Republican Sen. Mark Kirk (Ill.) are 
teaming up to create the Senate Veterans Jobs Caucus, which 
will examine ways to help the nation’s 857,000 veterans 
looking for a job. 

“As you know, one of the few issues that unifies Congress 
is giving veterans the benefits and respect they have earned 
and deserve,” Manchin wrote in a letter to his Senate 
colleagues, encouraging them to join the caucus. 

“We have a great opportunity to come together and show 
that we value the skills, talents, and abilities of our veterans — 
and to show that they will always have this country’s 
gratitude." 

In November, Congress cleared legislation, in a rare bit of 
bipartisan cooperation, that provides help for veterans leaving 
the service and tax incentives for employers who hire them, 
including a tax credit of up to $5,600 for hiring veterans who 

have been looking for a job for more than six months, $2,400 
for a veteran out of work for at least a month and up to $9,600 
for hiring veterans with service-connected disabilities who 
have been looking for a job for more than six months. 

The new law beefs up job training and counseling 
programs for veterans, including improving transition 
assistance planning and requiring the Labor Department to 
provide a clearer path between military and civilian skills. 

“Veterans made tremendous sacrifices for this country, 
and it's our responsibility to support them when they come 
home,” Tester said. “I expect this group to build on last year's 
veterans’ jobs bill and create good job opportunities that honor 
the service of our men and women in uniform.” 

The lawmakers argue that with operations wrapping up in 
Iraq, and winding down in Afghanistan, time is of the essence 
to ensure there are jobs for those veterans. 

The caucus also will look at reducing unemployment 
among members of the National Guard and Reserve, who also 
have faced challenges finding work. 
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45. Pentagon Devising Cyber Acquisition Strategy 
(DEFENSE DAILY 08 FEB 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

Cyber warfare and security systems should be procured 
outside the traditional acquisition process to allow for quicker 

fielding to counter rapidly evolving threats, Frank Kendall, the 
Pentagon's acting top official for acquisition, said this week. 
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"What we're going to try to put in place is a way to 
respect the fact that cyber has to move at a much fast pace 
than anything else we do," 

Kendall said. "The technologies move extremely quickly. 
We have to react instantaneously to many of the threats." 

Kendall said the Defense Department is working on a 
report for Congress that will outline the strategy for acquiring 
cyber systems. The process cannot mirror the one used for 
longer programs because of the nature of the threat, he said. 

"We got to take it outside the conventional system for the 
major long term weapons systems," he said Monday during an 
event hosted by the Center for Strategic & International 
Studies. 

Kendall has been nominated for the undersecretary of 
acquisition, technology and logistics and is awaiting a date for 
a confirmation hearing before the Senate Armed Services 
Committee. Kendall has been acting in the position since 
Ashton Carter left in October to become deputy secretary of 
defense. 
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46. Carrier Game Could Involve SDSU In 2012 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 07 FEB 12) ... Mark Zeigler 

There may or may not be a Carrier Classic college 
basketball game next fall, it may or may not be outdoors on an 
active Navy ship, it may or may not be organized by the same 
promotions company, and it may or may not involve San 
Diego State. 

Think of it like a jump shot hoisted by North Carolina or 
Michigan State players on the flight deck of the USS Carl 
Vinson last November, buffeted by winds, with the very real 
chance of being knocked off course. 

Mike Whalen, the founder and director of Morale 
Entertainment, recently said he plans to have a nationally 
televised game Nov. 9 with reigning NCAA champion 
Connecticut facing possibly Arizona and he’s waiting on the 
Navy to determine availability of aircraft carriers or other “big 
deck” ships in San Diego. 

But a local group apparently has emerged as well and 
shown interest in organizing a game if Morale Entertainment 
can’t or doesn’t. Its event most likely would be on the deck of 
the USS Midway Museum in San Diego Bay and involve 
SDSU. 

“Our job is to bring sporting events to San Diego that 
highlight the city of San Diego,” said Al Kidd, president of the 
San Diego Sports Commission, which is believed to be 
assisting the local group. “We would pursue every opportunity 
that is available if or when it becomes available. I can’t speak 
to specific events.” 

The Navy, meanwhile, has made no formal announcement 
about a follow-up to the 2011 game, which was a ratings (and 
likely recruitment) bonanza with its spectacular backdrop and 
President Barack Obama sitting at center court. 

“We were very pleased with the outcome of the event and 
hope to follow suit in years ahead,” Rear Admiral Dennis 
Moynihan, the Navy’s chief of information, said by phone 
from the Pentagon. “But no final decision has been made 
whether the Navy will have an active ship available for 2012.” 

Morale Entertainment’s Whalen claims he has a contract 
with UConn for the 2012 Carrier Classic and a “memorandum 
of understanding” with Arizona pending finalization of a 
broadcast agreement acceptable to the Pac-12 Conference. He 
also says he has “verbal agreements” with Ohio State and 
Notre Dame to play a women’s prelim. 

“We would be very, very surprised and disappointed if 
any group that we worked with (in 2011) would try to take this 
game over,” Whalen said. “We’ve invested a lot of time and 

money in this game. … Why would somebody want to screw 
something good up? 

“You never want to get the lawyers involved, but we will 
if we have to. We’re moving forward. We’re going to protect 
our interests.” 

What Whalen doesn’t have is a ship. Navy officials have 
privately indicated it is “highly unlikely” an active aircraft 
carrier would be available in San Diego in and around 
Veterans Day 2012. 

Whalen has suggested using one of the “big deck” 
amphibious ships docked at the 32nd Street Naval Station and 
moving it to North Island for the game, but Navy officials 
have not confirmed one would be available, either. 

That leaves the USS Midway, the 67-year-old aircraft 
carrier that has been a floating museum on North Harbor 
Drive since 2004. Midway officials, however, said they were 
approached by Whalen and Morale Entertainment about a 
2012 game and declined to work with him. 

Scott McGaw, the museum’s marketing director, 
confirmed they have held “preliminary discussions” with an 
undisclosed local group about hosting a game, although 
nothing has been finalized. McGaw said the San Diego Sports 
Commission pitched a similar event about five years ago but 
“at that time it wasn’t a good fit for us as a young museum and 
we took a pass.” 

Local promoters likely mean a local team. 
According to several sources, SDSU has been working 

behind the scenes on the game and finding a high-profile 
opponent. Part of SDSU’s deal to join the Big East in football 
in 2013 includes a provision for four men’s basketball games a 
year against members of that conference. 

Whalen said he might consider SDSU for a secondary 
game in 2012 the day after his main event that would be on 
regional, not national, TV. He remained committed to UConn 
and Arizona for Friday, Nov. 9. 

“If they had a couple good years, we’d certainly consider 
them,” Whalen said of the Aztecs, who at 54-6 are tied for the 
nation’s highest winning percentage over the past two seasons. 
“San Diego State is a great school. I’m a big fan of the coach. 
San Diego State has a program that is up and coming. 

“But they’ve had one good year, and one good year in 
comparison with North Carolina and Michigan State just 
doesn’t compare. They’re not on the national (scale) of a 
North Carolina or Michigan State. That’s just a fact.” 
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OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
47. Victims Of Military Rape Deserve Justice 
(CNN 07 FEB 12) ... Jackie Speier 

Secretary of Defense Leon Panetta has announced new 
initiatives to curtail what he calls "the epidemic" of rape and 
sexual assaults in our armed forces. In 2010, an estimated 
19,000 service members were raped or sexually assaulted by 
other service members. Clearly, more resources devoted to 
counseling for victims and training for prosecutors and judges 
will help. 

But the incidence of unpunished rapes will continue and 
so will the damaging effects these illegal acts have on troop 
morale and preparedness. This epidemic requires an overhaul 
of the military justice system. 

The military's chain of command structure keeps most 
cases of rape and sexual assault from reaching the prosecution 
level. According to a Defense Department study, only 8% of 
sexual assailants are referred to military court, compared with 
40% of similar offenders prosecuted in the civilian court 
system. The case of Army Spc. Andrea Neutzling of Ohio is a 
sad testimony to a justice system gone wrong. 

According to Neutzling, in 2002, while serving in South 
Korea, Neutzling she was sexually assaulted by an intoxicated 
soldier she knew. She reported the assault to her commander, 
who gave the assailant a slap on the wrist punishment of five 
days of base restriction. Three years later in New Jersey, 
preparing for deployment to Iraq with a military police unit, 
she was again assaulted by a fellow soldier. Fearing nothing 
would happen if she reported the attack, Neutzling instead 
kept the incident to herself. A month later in Iraq, she said she 
was raped by two soldiers who threatened to beat her if she 
struggled. Although she suffered serious bodily injuries from 
the rape, she chose not to report it; instead she slept on a cot 
with her rifle pointed toward the door for the first few days 
after the attack. 

Soon, the chaplain was told about the attack by a woman 
in Neutzling's unit who reported that the perpetrators were 
showing a video of the rape to others. But her chaplain didn't 
believe her, later telling Neutzling, "You don't act like a rape 
victim." 

The commander said it was a "they said, she said" 
situation, and because she was married at the time of the 
incident, he threatened to charge her with adultery. The men 
who raped Neutzling were never charged, investigated or 
penalized. 

In the current military chain of command structure, 
Neutzling's commander and staff sergeant did nothing wrong. 
Commanders can decide whether to investigate and issue 
virtually any punishment or, in this case, no punishment at all 
-- they have complete authority and discretion over how a 
degrading and violent assault is handled. 

Marine Cpl. Sarah Albertson suffered from post-traumatic 
stress disorder, but not because of her service in Falluja, Iraq. 
According to Albertson, she was raped at a California base by 
a fellow Marine who outranked her. When she reported the 

assault to her commander, she was ordered to keep quiet and 
to continue following her assailant's orders. The rapist was 
promoted, but she lost her security clearance and subsequently 
left the Marines. 

Albertson and Neutzling are two of 28 plaintiffs in a 
lawsuit against former secretaries of state Donald Rumsfeld 
and Robert Gates that accuses the military of failing to prevent 
or prosecute instances of rape and sexual assault. 

In the U.S. military, a woman is more likely to be raped 
by a co-worker than killed by the enemy. The epidemic infects 
every branch of the armed services, includes female and male 
victims, and extends to the military academies, which reported 
that 520 cadets and midshipmen experienced unwanted sexual 
contact during the 2009-2010 academic year. 

Male service members are not immune to rape or sexual 
assault. In a 2010 survey of 14,000 active-duty service men, 
126 anonymously reported unwanted sexual contact by a male 
or female co-worker in the past 12 months. 

A more disturbing statistic speaks to the distrust that 
servicemen and women have in the military's ability to 
investigate and fairly prosecute alleged rapists and 
perpetrators of sexual assault. Only 13.5% of victims actually 
report the crimes. 

Victims deserve an impartial investigation and the 
opportunity to have perpetrators tried in a military court of 
law. My bill, the STOP Act (H.R. 3435), takes complete 
authority and discretion out of the hands of commanders and 
gives that authority to objective experts. 

The bipartisan STOP Act creates a new office of 
oversight and response to handle all possible cases of rape and 
sexual assault in the military, enabling unbiased personnel to 
determine the appropriate path of action for each report. The 
office would be housed in the Department of Defense and 
staffed by civilian and military experts trained to manage 
investigations of sexual assault. 

My proposal is not unique to modern defense forces. 
Several of our closest allies have instituted meaningful 
reforms to manage cases of rape and sexual assault in their 
military. 

The United Kingdom has largely transferred authority in 
military sexual assault cases to independent, impartial civilian 
personnel. Australia and Canada allow aggrieved service men 
and women to lodge complaints and access external agencies. 
All three countries strive to keep their internal military 
adjudication process independent from the influence of the 
military chain of command. We need to do the same. 

Democratic U.S. Rep. Jackie Speier represents the 12th 
District of California. She is also the honorary chair of 
Protect Our Defenders, an organization that supports women 
and men in uniform who have been raped or sexually 
assaulted by fellow service members. 

Return to Index 
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48. Changing Military Must Be Done Right 
(WASHINGTON EXAMINER 03 FEB 12) ... Rep. Mike Coffman 

Congress and the Pentagon face the enormous challenge 
of restructuring our military with a reduced budget. It's the 
right thing to do at the right time. 

Today's active duty force, a legacy of the Cold War, is 
simply too large for the nation's needs, wasting precious 
dollars. 

In restructuring, however, we cannot afford to apply the 
same business model used over the past 60 years and expect 
different results. Getting it right will require a new approach. 

Current proposals to reduce our military along with 
closing the resulting excess domestic and overseas facilities 
are good first steps. 

The challenge will be to find the best balance among 
costs, steady-state operational capability and strategic surge 
capacity. 

The answer to an affordable defense force lies in a return 
to our roots, a well trained and equipped, community-based, 
reserve force. 

Today's reserve component is a modern military force that 
trains and performs to the same standards as their active duty 
counterparts. It is a ready and accessible force that is a cost-
effective complement to the active component. 

A 2007 Government Accountability Office study 
estimated that a reserve component member costs to be only 
15 percent of an active component member. 

These differences are primarily because of the reduced 
personnel cost structure including lower health care, housing 
and subsistence costs, and lower deferred costs primarily 
because of delayed and lower retirement benefits. 

Cost savings are also realized in the "community basing" 
concept. 

Reserve component installations typically do not provide 
child care centers, commissaries, base exchanges, bowling 
alleys, etc. like large active duty installations. 

Instead, reserve component installations are spread across 
thousands of communities and the units and their members use 
local resources such as retailers, services and suppliers in their 
surrounding community. 

These partnerships with local communities allow units to 
focus facilities spending on their assigned missions, while 
infusing dollars into the local economy. 

Our new January 2012 Defense Strategic Guidance 
dictates that we cannot and should not just recklessly move 

mission and capacity into the reserve component. It is 
essential to first examine and re-engineer our uniformed 
structure to match our nation's needs. 

Our reserve forces consist primarily of the National Guard 
and the Reserve. 

That raises the question, "Why do we need an Army and 
Air National Guard and an Army and Air Force Reserve?" In 
short -- we don't! 

The two separate organizations -- National Guard and 
Reserves -- were created at different times to fill separate and 
distinct needs of the nation. As the nation evolved, those needs 
dramatically changed. 

Today both organizations, requiring duplicative 
headquarters, provide essentially identical services and 
capabilities while competing with each other for missions and 
resources -- a wasteful and inefficient business model. 

It is time to combine the National Guard and the Reserves 
into one organization and save billions of dollars by 
eliminating redundancies and wasteful competition. 

Those dollars can be taken as cost savings or used for 
recapitalization and modernization. The new Defense Strategic 
Guidance directs the Pentagon to "reduce the cost of doing 
business." This is an easy place to start. 

Change occurs slowly in the Pentagon, but we need to 
address the challenge of restructuring our military now. It's 
time to downsize the active component, combine the National 
Guard and the Reserve into one organization, move mission 
and capability into that new component, close excess facilities 
and develop a community basing model, all of which preserve 
capability and saves dollars. 

It is highly unlikely that dramatic change will come from 
within the Pentagon. It is only natural for organizations to 
resist change, normally a failing strategy. 

For example, the current Air Force budget proposal 
focuses on reducing the air reserve component to preserve the 
size of the active duty Air Force, more of the same 
institutional thinking that brought us to where we are. 

A new direction can only come from the Congress. They 
can and must direct a new approach to doing business. The 
American citizens deserve nothing less. 

Rep. Mike Coffman is a Colorado Republican. 
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49. Make Efforts To Prevent Futenma From Becoming Permanent Fixture 
(YOMIURI SHIMBUN 07 FEB 12) ... Editorial 

The governments of Japan and the U.S. have reached a 
general agreement to revise the 2006 U.S. Forces Japan 
realignment plan. This is probably not a bad idea in order to 
prevent the worst-case scenario in which both the relocation of 
the U.S. Marine Corps’ Futenma Air Station and the transfer 
of Marines stationed in Okinawa to Guam end up falling apart. 

The main revision to the plan involves cutting back on the 
number of Marines to be transferred to Guam from 8,000 to 
4,700 and going ahead with the transfer of Marines by 
separating Futenma from the integrated relocation plan. 

Coordination will reportedly be carried out with the 
possibility of transferring the remaining 3,300 Marines to 
Hawaii, Australia, etc., while maintaining the total number of 
Marines to be relocated abroad. 

The U.S. government is probably hoping to obtain 
approval from Congress, which is calling for a cut in national 
defense spending, by changing the number of Marines to be 
transferred. The new plan also goes along with the new 
national defense strategy announced by President Obama in 
January that attaches importance to Asia. 
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Under the present circumstances, there was concern that 
the Guam transfer plan would also meet with setbacks. If 
4,700 Marines are transferred out of Okinawa, the basehosting 
burden on the prefecture will be considerably reduced. The 
decision to forge agreements in the order that they become 
possible is perfectly understandable. 

However, it is unlikely that the Noda administration will 
be able to reap political dividends as his aides are hoping. 

What is most troubling is that the prior transfer of 
Marines will slow down the momentum to transfer the 
Futenma functions and delay the relocation to Henoko, 
resulting in the dangerous situation at Futenma Air Station 
becoming a permanent fixture. 

The relocation of Futenma Air Station is the original 
purpose and core element of the U.S. military realignment 
plan. Even now, Henoko is the best option. The government 
and Okinawa Prefecture should discuss the matter in a cool-
headed manner and do their utmost to prevent Futenma Air 
Station from remaining in its current location. 

If the Guam transfer makes headway, the return of other 
U.S. military facilities, such as Zukeran Camp, will be 
materialized. We hope a comprehensive agreement will be 
reached on the Futenma issue, the return of other U.S. military 

facilities, and Okinawa development measures including the 
usage of vacated plots of land. 

Regarding the relocation of the Marines, the potential 
sites other than Guam are all unclear. A plan to station 
Marines in Hawaii, Australia, the Philippines, etc., on a 
temporary basis is now being looked into. 

It is important for the Japanese government to be 
persistent in negotiations with the U.S. so that the transfer of 
8,000 Marines can be realized. 

It is also necessary to revise the Guam transfer agreement, 
which stipulates that the Japanese side will provide up to 2.8 
billion dollars in funds. Since the size of the transfer will be 
cut, Japan must ask also for a reduction in its fiscal 
disbursement. 

It is important for the U.S. military to maintain its 
deterrent capability. At first, the Marine transfer plan targeted 
personnel at the command center and logistics personnel. But 
combat troops are now likely be included as well. 

Amid the uncertain security environment around Okinawa 
owing to China’s arms buildup, both Japan and the U.S. are 
urged to send a message that even if combat troops are 
relocated, they will not allow their quick response capabilities 
to deteriorate. 
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50. North Dakota On A Sub-Mission To Find Good Crest 
(FARGO (ND) INFORUM 07 FEB 12) ... John Lamb 

The USS North Dakota is looking for an image. 
Sure, we know what the state-of-the-art submarine 

already looks like. The basic exterior design of a sub hasn’t 
changed much over the years. 

It has a sleek, strong body able to cut through the ocean at 
25 knots (28.769 miles per hour) and dive over 800 feet. 

But the nuclear sub is missing one thing – a crest. 
The USS North Dakota Committee is asking people of all 

ages throughout the state to design a logo of sorts for the 
vessel, scheduled to hit the water next year. 

The final decision will come from the Navy and the crew 
of the USS North Dakota, but the USSND committee wants to 
see what the locals have in mind. 

“The residents of our state are best suited to suggest 
designs for the USS North Dakota that carry significance for 
the state,” committee chairman Robert Wefald said in a press 
release. “Whether it’s a reflection of the agriculture or energy 
industry, tourism or geography, the crest should share with the 
world a piece of North Dakota.” 

Kudos to Wefald for sticking up for the fact that the 
people of our land-locked Peace Garden State know what will 
look good on a nuclear sub. I take it, however, he didn’t see 
the recent, “legendary” flop of a ND Tourism spot attempting 
to portray the state’s nightlife. 

No worries though, I don’t think anyone will submit an 
image of slack-jawed Sailors looking out a portal at a school 
of flirty mermaids. 

The release says similar vessels honor their namesake 
states, like the USS Missouri featuring the St. Louis Arch and 
the USS Minnesota paying tribute to Viking heritage. 
Thankfully, it doesn’t honor the sports team, though the crest 
does look an awful lot like a Roller Derby logo. 

The USS Minnesota design, by a 17-year-old, shows a 
Viking, superimposed over a blue anchor, wrapped around a 
maroon puck, over a different shade of blue silhouetting the 
state. On top of it all is a submarine with a fish painted on the 
bow. 

The composition has a lot of layers – both figuratively 
and literally. The blue represents the water the sub will cut 
through and the color in the state flag. The maroon is for the 
University of Minnesota. The fish is a walleye, the state fish, 
though it looks more like a Japanese illustration of a piranha 
painted on a mid-’70s van. 

Yeah, Minnesota looks tough, so how does North Dakota 
top that? 

Instead of blue, our main color will be green, symbolizing 
not only our proud agricultural tradition, but also our two 
major universities and our neighborly envy at Minnesota for 
having such a boss logo. 

But we won’t settle for a symbol that’s fit to be hooked 
and fried. We’ll have a bison, head down and charging, 
snorting out plumes of smoke, symbolizing the natural energy 
resources in the western part of the state. 

And a good crest needs a good slogan. Perhaps co-opting 
our adoptive son’s popular phrase with a submarine movie: 
“Run silent and carry a big torpedo.” 

Or maybe, “Dive. Decide. Destroy. Come for a fight, lay 
on the ocean floor a legend.” 

It’ll sound cooler in Latin. 
What’s your idea? Send designs to the USS North Dakota 

Committee c/o the Bismarck-Mandan Chamber of Commerce, 
1640 Burnt Boat Drive, Bismarck, N.D. 58503, or email to 
dotf@bismarckmandan.com, by March 15, 2012. 

For more information, visit 
www.bismarckmandan.com/ussnorthdakota. 

Return to Index 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Pentagon To Ease Restrictions On Women In Combat 
Proposed Pentagon rules would allow women in the military to serve in non-infantry jobs on the front lines. 
(LOS ANGELES TIMES 09 FEB 12) ... David S. Cloud 

WASHINGTON - The Pentagon plans to ease restrictions on women serving in combat, which will open 14,000 new and 
potentially more dangerous jobs to female troops, mostly in the Army and Marine Corps. 

 
2. Bold Alligator War Game Preps U.S. Allies For New Threats 
(BBC NEWS 08 FEB 12) ... Joan Soley 

While the scenario may have been a fiction, the reality for all involved is a shifting military focus, as the U.S. and other 
participating nations are increasingly watchful of coastal areas of the Middle East - in particular Iran - and countries like China and 
North Korea in the Pacific. 

 
3. AP: U.S., Japan Will Pursue Delinking Futenma And Guam 
(PACIFIC DAILY NEWS (GUAM) 09 FEB 12) 

The United States and Japan have announced that the transfer of thousands of Marines to Guam will not require the closure of 
Marine Corps Air Station Futenma. 

 
4. Making Chief Petty Officers 365 Days A Year 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 08 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class LaTunya Howard, Navy Personnel Command 
Public Affairs 

MILLINGTON, Tenn. -- Master Chief Petty Officer of the Navy (MCPON) (SS/SW) Rick D. West recognized that chiefs are not 
made in six weeks said a Navy official Feb 8. 

 

CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
5. Libya Lessons Learned Drive Huge Amphib Exercise 
(AOL DEFENSE 08 FEB 12) ... Carlo Munoz 

ABOARD THE USS WASP - Navy and Marine Corps leaders involved with the huge Bold Alligator amphibious warfare this 
week will tell you it's all about the lessons learned. And there was no bigger lesson in amphib combat ops in recent years than 
Operation Unified Protector, also known as Libya. 

 
6. Along With Bataan, Helo Squadron Came Home, Too 
(NEWPORT NEWS DAILY PRESS 08 FEB 12) ... Hugh Lessig 

Lost in the hubbub of nearly 2,000 Sailors returning home Tuesday was the arrival of Helicopter Sea Combat Squadron 28 at 
Chambers Field, Naval Station Norfolk. 

 
7. U.S. 4th Fleet Supports Multinational Operations To Combat Organized Crime In Latin America 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 08 FEB 12) ... U.S. Naval Forces Southern Command and U.S. 4th Fleet Public Affairs 

NAVAL STATION MAYPORT, Fla. -- U.S. 4th Fleet is supporting Joint Interagency Task Force-South's (JIATF-S) Operation 
Martillo with deployed maritime and aviation assets in U.S. Southern Command's (USSOUTHCOM) area of responsibility (AOR), 
following an JIATF-S announcement of its Feb. 8. 

 
8. A Small Force For A Big Continent 
U.S.'s Africom trains host nation's forces to battle terrorism 
(WASHINGTON TIMES 09 FEB 12) ... Kristina Wong 

U.S. Africa Command has been quietly battling terrorism on the African continent, relying heavily on special forces. 
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9. Special-Ops Leaders Not Too Worried About Budget Battles 
(NATIONAL DEFENSE 08 FEB 12) ... Stew Magnuson 

Whether it is the Army, Air Force, Navy or Marine Corps, there has been a great deal of consternation at industry conferences 
about the impending budget cuts. 

 
10. Iwo Jima ARG And 24th MEU Host Secretary Of Defense Officials 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 09 FEB 12) ... U.S. Navy story by Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Jamica Johnson, Amphibious 
Squadron 8 Public Affairs 

USS IWO JIMA, At Sea -- The Iwo Jima Amphibious Ready Group (ARG) and 24th Marine Expeditionary Unit (MEU) hosted 
Deputy Under Secretary of Defense for Strategy, Plans and Forces Dr. Kathleen Hicks aboard USS Iwo Jima (LHD 7) Feb. 7. 

 
11. U.S. Navy Delegation Wraps Up Moroccan Staff Talks Visit 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 08 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Jeff Troutman, Navy Public Affairs Support 
Element East Detachment Europe 

CASABLANCA, Morocco -- The deputy chief of staff for strategy, resources, and plans at U.S. Naval Forces Europe-Africa and 
a team of delegates completed a three-day visit to Casablanca, Morocco, to engage in staff talks with the Royal Moroccan Navy, Feb. 
3. 

 
12. Blue Ridge Departs Tomakomai 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 08 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Fidel C. Hart, USS Blue Ridge Public Affairs 

TOMAKOMAI, Japan -- Sailors and Marines from 7th Fleet flagship USS Blue Ridge (LCC 19), embarked 7th Fleet staff and 
Fleet Antiterrorism Security Team Pacific (FASTPAC) completed a port visit to Tomakomai, Japan, Feb. 8. 

 
13. Pieces Of Atsugi Aircraft Fall Off In Midair, One Strikes Vehicle 
(STARS AND STRIPES 08 FEB 12) ... Erik Slavin 

YOKOSUKA NAVAL BASE, Japan – A piece from an EA-6 Prowler at Naval Air Facility Atsugi fell out of the sky and struck a 
moving vehicle, but no injuries were reported Wednesday, Navy officials said. 

 

GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
14. Philippines Seeks U.S. Help To Counter China 
The United States and the Philippines will hold combat drills together to counter China's rising influence in 
the area. 
(AL JAZEERA 08 FEB 12) ... Marwaan Macan-Markar 

BANGKOK - The government of Philippines President Benigno Aquino may be wading into choppy diplomatic waters by 
turning to the United States to counter China's aggressiveness in the South China Sea, one of the world's busiest shipping lanes. 

 
15. Navy To Step Up Patrols After Chinese Slayings 
(BANGKOK POST (THAILAND) 09 FEB 12) 

CHIANG RAI - The navy will reinforce its patrols along the Mekong River to help the four-nation effort in policing this 
transnational river, following the slaying of 13 Chinese sailors last year. 

 
16. U.S. And Israel Split On Speed Of Iran Threat 
(NEW YORK TIMES 09 FEB 12) ... Mark Landler and David E. Sanger 

WASHINGTON — Amid mounting tensions over whether Israel will carry out a military strike against Iran’s nuclear program, 
the United States and Israel remain at odds over a fundamental question: whether Iran’s crucial nuclear facilities are about to become 
impregnable. 

 
17. '26/11 Mumbai Incident Changed India's Security Matrix': Antony 
(ASIAN NEWS INTERNATIONAL 08 FEB 12) 

Visakhapatnam, Andhra Pradesh -Stating that 26/11 changed India's security matrix, Defence Minister A.K. Antony has said that 
the entire nation now acknowledged the critical requirement of maritime security and the important role of the Indian Navy. 

 
18. Navy, Air Force Stage Network-Centric Exercise 
TROPEX tested new defence acquisitions in a dense electronic environment 
(THE HINDU 09 FEB 12) 

NEW DELHI - The Navy on Wednesday staged a network-centric exercise off the Southern coast and displayed cooperation the 
Indian Air Force in its annual TROPEX (Theatre-level Readiness and Operational Exercise). The display was witnessed by Defence 
Minister A.K. Antony. 
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19. Higher Speeds, Hired Guns Drive Somali Piracy Cost 
(REUTERS 08 FEB 12) ... Peter Apps 

LONDON - Somali piracy in the Indian Ocean costs the global economy some $7 billion a year, a study said on Wednesday, with 
ships forced to travel faster over longer routes and increasingly hire armed security guards. 

 
20. Russian Navy To Drop Lada Class Subs – CinC Vysotsky 
(RIA NOVOSTI 09 FEB 12) 

MOSCOW - The Russian Navy has decided against construction of Lada class submarines (Project 677) and will instead 
modernize its existing boats, Navy Commander-in-Chief Adm. Vladimir Vysotsky said in an interview with RIA Novosti. 

 
21. UK Will Not Decide F-35 Numbers Before 2015 
(REUTERS 08 FEB 12) ... Rhys Jones and Mohammed Abbas/Reuters 

LONDON - Britain has deferred to 2015 a firm commitment on how many Lockheed Martin F-35 Joint Strike Fighters it will 
buy, adding to uncertainties over the multinational program which has recently been questioned in the U.S. Congress. 

 
22. Missile Systems, Patrol Ships On Belgium’s ‘Urgent’ List 
(DEFENSE NEWS 08 FEB 12) ... Julian Hale 

BRUSSELS — Belgium Defence Minister Pieter De Crem has put on his list of “urgent new programs” the purchase of AFAB-
MR (anti-fortification and anti-armored vehicle) medium-range missile systems (up to 2,500 meters) to replace its Milan weapon 
system and two coastal patrol ships. 

 

PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
23. Motor Vehicle Safety Is A Top Priority For NAVSAFECEN 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 08 FEB 12) ... April Phillips, Naval Safety Center Public Affairs 

NORFOLK -- The Naval Safety Center (NAVSAFECEN) offers resources to help manage driving risks. 
 

24. Navy Separation Process Leaves Sailors In The Dark 
(STARS AND STRIPES 07 FEB 12) ... Matthew M. Burke 

SASEBO NAVAL BASE, Japan — In his first 2 1/2 years in the Navy, Aeron Crouch jumped three ranks to second-class petty 
officer and appeared to be a rising star among the forward-deployed in the Pacific. He was a leader - motivated, tenacious, always 
improving and asking for more, tougher, responsibilities. 

 

FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
25. Aviation And Military Biofuels: New Thinking On Finance, Fuels 
(BIOFUELS DIGEST 08 FEB 12) ... Jim Lane 

The U.S. Navy, and a group of international airlines, struggle to foster sustainable, affordable aviation biofuels — the Navy for 
warfighting, the airlines for carbon-fighting. 

 
26. U.S. Defense Budget To Emphasize Asia-Pacific 
(AVIATION WEEK 08 FEB 12) ... Amy Butler, David Fulghum 

WASHINGTON - The Pentagon’s forthcoming $613.4 billion funding request for next year outlines a series of significant cuts—
and hints at operational sacrifices—but several questions remain unanswered about what is ahead as defense spending flattens. 

 
27. Marine Aviation Programs Navigate Budget Turbulence Amid Pentagon Cutbacks 
San Diego expected to fare well 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 08 FEB 12) ... Gretel C. Kovach 

As the Defense Department braces for at least $489 billion in budget cuts over the next decade, the Marine Corps has prepared a 
plan for deeper manpower reductions but hopes to retain its major aviation programs, the head of Marine aviation said Wednesday. 

 
28. Common Standards Evade Unmanned Ops, Admiral Says 
(AOL DEFENSE 08 FEB 12) ... Carlo Munoz 

WASHINGTON - Despite the tremendous impact unmanned systems are having on the battlefield, military leaders still struggle 
to get intelligence gathered from these systems into the hands of those who need it. 
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29. High-Speed Railgun Moves Forward, Despite Navy Budget Cuts 
(STARS AND STRIPES 09 FEB 12) ... Erik Slavin 

YOKOSUKA NAVAL BASE, Japan — The Navy is a small step closer to developing a shipborne electromagnetic railgun that 
could one day strike targets hundreds of miles away in less than six minutes. 

 
30. Kendall: Defense Department Aiming To Increase Foreign Arms Sales 
(INSIDE THE PENTAGON 09 FEB 12) ... Jason Sherman 

NEW YORK -- The Defense Department hopes to ratchet up foreign sales of U.S. weapons, a senior Pentagon official said 
Wednesday, seeking new deals that could advance numerous policy aims including higher procurement rates that would aid the U.S. 
military as it braces for a prolonged period of fiscal belt-tightening. 

 

BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
31. Renovation Brings Navy Base Services Together 
(KITSAP SUN 08 FEB 12) ... Ed Friedrich 

BREMERTON — The Navy has transformed a World War II-era hospital wing into a convenient, efficient service center. 
 

32. Navy Exercises New Law To Withhold Maps Of Base Near Port Townsend 
(KITSAP (WA) SUN 08 FEB 12) ... Christopher Dunagan 

INDIAN ISLAND — The Navy has quickly embraced a new federal law that allows the secretary of defense to withhold 
information regarding "critical infrastructure" — including the potential location of explosives. 

 
33. U.S., Japan Scale Back Plan To Move Base 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 09 FEB 12) ... Yuka Hayashi 

The U.S. and Japanese governments, bowing to local opposition, agreed to scale back a long-controversial plan to relocate 
American military forces on the southern island of Okinawa. 

 
34. The Greening Of Guantanamo 
Better known for its experiment in offshore detention, interrogation and military justice, Guantanamo is also 
a lab for environmental exploration 
(MIAMI HERALD 08 FEB 12) ... Carol Rosenberg 

GUANTANAMO BAY NAVY BASE, Cuba -- Solar-powered lights serve as sentries where U.S. Marines once faced-off along 
the Cuban frontier. A team of Navy cops now rides bikes rather than gas-guzzling patrol cars in the searing Caribbean sunshine. 

 
35. Firefighters On Naval Bases Say Mold Problem Is Growing 
(WVEC ABC NORFOLK 08 FEB 12) ... David Ham 

NORFOLK -- Firefighters who work at Naval fire stations across Hampton Roads say a mold problem inside fire houses is 
getting worse. 

 

NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
36. CSBA: Administration Has Multiple Options To Maneuver Under Sequestration 
(DEFENSE DAILY 09 FEB 12) ... Emelie Rutherford 

The executive branch has options for dealing with the potential "sequestration" cuts, which could lead to $1 trillion in long-term 
reductions to Pentagon plans, beyond making across-the-board cuts to all defense programs, an analyst said. 

 
37. Budget Debate Pits Military Retiree Interests Against Those In Active Duty, Analysts Warn 
(GOVERNMENT EXECUTIVE 08 FEB 12) ... Amanda Palleschi 

Military personnel costs for retirees versus active-duty service members are among the “most politically sensitive” competing 
interests within the fiscal 2013 Defense Department budget process, according to a new analysis from the Center for Strategic and 
Budgetary Assessments. 

 
38. Compact Eases School Transitions For Military Children 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 08 FEB 12) ... Elaine Sanchez 

WASHINGTON – Another state has joined an interstate agreement to ease school transitions for children from military families, 
bringing the overall tally of member states to 40, a Defense Department official announced yesterday. 
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39. Chaplains Speak Out On Contraception Mandate In Health Care Directive 
(STARS AND STRIPES 08 FEB 12) ... Ashley Rowland 

SEOUL — Military priests have joined the Roman Catholic Church’s fight against a new government mandate requiring 
employers to offer health coverage that includes contraception and sterilization. 

 
40. Want An iPad? Pentagon CIO Thinks You Should Be Able To Have One. 
(NEXTGOV 08 FEB 12) ... Bob Brewin 

COLORADO SPRINGS, Colo. -- Teri Takai, the Defense Department's chief information officer, kicked off a speech at the 
Armed Forces Communications and Electronics Association Cyberspace Symposium on Wednesday by asking, "Everyone wants an 
iPad, right?" and then implied quick deployment of tablet computers and smartphones across the department without defining the 
timeline. 

 
41. New Source Detected For Sonar Troubling Whales: Canada's Navy 
Whale advocates are troubled to discover that a Canadian Navy frigate was using sonar off San Juan Island 
in an area popular with endangered killer whales. 
(SEATTLE TIMES 08 FEB 12) ... Craig Welch 

Jeanne Hyde awoke before dawn on Monday to an odd, unnatural pulse coming from her computer. 
 

42. Researchers Probe 200-Year-Old Shipwreck Off RI 
Navy, Researchers Team Up To Seek Clues To Identity Of 200-Year-Old Shipwreck Off RI Coast 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 08 FEB 12) ... David Klepper 

WESTERLY, R.I. — For two centuries it rested a mile from shore, shrouded by a treacherous reef from the pleasure boaters and 
beachgoers who haunt New England's southern coast. 

 
43. NPC Communicates Via Social Media 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 08 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class LaTunya Howard, Navy Personnel Command 
Public Affairs 

MILLINGTON, Tenn. -- The Navy Personnel Command (NPC) Navy Detailer Facebook page, Twitter page and video products 
on You Tube provide more options for Sailors to receive Navy relevant information said a Navy official, Feb. 8. 

 

OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
44. A Philippine Do-Over 
A militarily strong Manila will be crucial to stabilizing the South China Sea. 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 09 FEB 12) ... Richard D. Fisher, Jr. 

How often do you get a do-over in Washington? Assistant Secretary of State for East Asia Kurt Campbell is taking his; having 
watched the U.S.-Philippines Mutual Defense Treaty fail its partners in 1995, he is now helping to lead its revival. 

 
45. At The Pentagon And In Israel, Plans Show The Difficulties Of An Iran Strike 
(WASHINGTON POST 09 FEB 12) ... Walter Pincus 

If you are not prepared to go to war, you cannot threaten that “nothing is off the table” as you search for diplomatic solutions. 
 

46. Shipyard Presents Major Nuclear Hazard To Region 
Letter to the Editor 
(PORTSMOUTH (NH) HERALD 08 FEB 12) ... Ben Chichester 

In response to your recent editorial, titled "Budget ax poses threat to shipyard," I would like to add what is historically omitted by 
this paper concerning high levels of nuclear waste produced and stored on Seavey Island, the geographic heart of our community. 

 

BBLLOOGGSS::  
47. EXCERPTS FROM BLOGS AROUND THE WORLD 
(PUBLISHED 06 – 09 FEB 12) 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Pentagon To Ease Restrictions On Women In Combat 
Proposed Pentagon rules would allow women in the military to serve in non-infantry jobs on the front lines. 
(LOS ANGELES TIMES 09 FEB 12) ... David S. Cloud 

WASHINGTON - The Pentagon plans to ease restrictions 
on women serving in combat, which will open 14,000 new and 
potentially more dangerous jobs to female troops, mostly in 
the Army and Marine Corps. 

The change, which is scheduled to be announced 
Thursday, would continue to bar women from serving directly 
in frontline infantry, armor and special operations forces, 
according to two senior defense officials. 

But the proposed regulations, expected to take effect this 
summer, would allow women to serve in non-infantry 
battalion jobs, such as radio operators, intelligence analysts, 
medics, radar operators and tank mechanics. They could be 
placed together with combat forces, such as supply convoys in 
areas of fighting. 

The move, which Congress may review, comes after a 
decade in which women serving as medics, intelligence 
officers and other noncombat jobs frequently found 
themselves caught in ambushes or other ground attacks 
because of the uncertain front lines and unconventional nature 
of the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan. 

More than 140 women in the U.S. military have lost their 
lives in Iraq and Afghanistan, and more than 860 have been 
wounded, according to Defense Department statistics. In all, 
14.5% of the nation's 1.5 million active-duty military 
personnel are women. 

The Obama administration recently lifted the long-
standing prohibition on gays and lesbians serving openly in 
the armed forces. Expanding opportunities for women in the 
military is less controversial and is unlikely to become a 
political issue in an election year. 

The recommendations are part of a Pentagon study 
Congress ordered on women in combat. In theory, Congress 
could move to block the new rules, but that is not considered 
likely, the officials said. 

"We have been fighting in a complex combat 
environment and this study recognizes that," a senior official 
said. 

Both officials emphasized that remaining restrictions on 
women serving in infantry jobs were likely to be reexamined 
in coming years, although permitting women into all-male 

combat units was likely to face opposition within the Army 
and Marines. 

"This is the opening salvo in the debate over assigning 
women to combat," said one U.S. officer. "That's the last 
bastion." 

The officials spoke on condition of anonymity because 
the new rules have not been made public. 

Current regulations restrict women from serving in a 
battalion or smaller unit if ground combat is the unit's primary 
mission. It also bars them from units located near troops 
assigned to combat. A battalion has 700 to 900 troops. 

In practice, women frequently were exposed to attacks 
while providing medical aid, flying helicopters or serving in 
other support functions. 

Congress lifted the ban on women flying combat aircraft 
and serving on combat ships in the early 1990s, and women 
face far fewer job restrictions in the Navy and Air Force. 

Many female soldiers already in effect serve in units that 
support frontline troops, but instead of being formally 
assigned to a battalion, they are "attached" to the unit. That 
puts them close to combat but denies them the career 
advancement that male soldiers in combat receive. 

That has made it harder for women to rise to higher ranks, 
especially in the Army and Marines. Many women resent the 
restrictions, contending that the rules are outdated and 
contradict the military's performance-based culture. 

The Pentagon report, which was initially due last spring, 
is being released nearly a year after a government panel called 
for lifting the ban on women in combat. The Military 
Leadership Diversity Commission recommended that the 
Defense Department phase in women for jobs they are now 
denied as long as they are qualified. 

Women have served in the military since the 
Revolutionary War, but it wasn't until World War I that the 
first was formally allowed to enlist, and not until World War 
II that women were allowed to serve in large numbers. 

Female pilots have served in the military since 1974 in the 
Navy and Army, and in the Air Force since 1976. Two years 
ago, the Navy lifted restrictions that prevented women from 
serving on submarines. 

Return to Index 
 

2. Bold Alligator War Game Preps U.S. Allies For New Threats 
(BBC NEWS 08 FEB 12) ... Joan Soley 

While the scenario may have been a fiction, the reality for 
all involved is a shifting military focus, as the U.S. and other 
participating nations are increasingly watchful of coastal areas 
of the Middle East - in particular Iran - and countries like 
China and North Korea in the Pacific. 

The Bold Alligator exercise involves scenarios of mine 
warfare, fighting in shallow water and fending off attacks 
from smaller boats; methods known to be familiar to the 
Iranian Navy. 

Capt. Dorian Jones, commander of the USS Kearsarge, 
was quick to point out other uses for the training, such as 
responding to the Haiti earthquake two years ago. 

"Amphibious operations encompass a number of different 
operations - humanitarian assistance, disaster relief. 
Amphibious forces are flexible and capable, and they flex to a 
variety of missions." 

'Back To Basics' 
Bold Alligator has been under way since the beginning of 

February, played out across Virginia and North Carolina in 
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what U.S. military officials say is the largest amphibious-
focused training mission in over a decade. 

The outline of the exercise is not far removed from the 
depiction in films like Saving Private Ryan, or even from the 
reality of the World War II Normandy beach landings. 

Bold Alligator has taken months of planning and is a 
joint-forces operation between the U.S. Navy and Marine 
Corps. 

Royal Marines 
Participating in the exercise are 25 ships, including the 

aircraft carrier USS Enterprise and the lead assault ship USS 
Wasp. 

Troops include Sailors and Marines from several 
"partnership" countries such as the UK, Canada, France, 
Australia and the Netherlands. 

According to Adm. John Harvey, commander of U.S. 
Fleet Forces, the purpose of Bold Alligator is "to get back to 
basics" in terms of the ship-to-shore method of fighting that 
the recent missions in Iraq and Afghanistan rarely required. 

Speaking in Washington as Bold Alligator was getting 
under way, he said: "It was really instructive to me when we 

opened this thing up to our coalition partners, they jumped on 
it. 

"I've got a French big-deck under way out there now, with 
a lot of French Marines embarked who are taking this exercise 
with great seriousness. 

"Gen Heljik's [a U.S. Marine Corps commander] got a 
couple hundred Dutch Marines who came over here for this. 

"We have 11 nations playing and playing hard, like the 
Canadian minesweepers, and they're making these decisions to 
participate at a time when their fiscally-constrained 
environment is far, far more significant than ours." 

From the amphibious assault ship USS Kearsarge, 
Marines from the U.S., UK and Canada were grouped together 
and then sent out in LCAC landing crafts and V-22 Osprey - a 
helicopter-plane hybrid - as one part of the 12-day exercise. 

Before flying off on 6 February, the would-be D-Day of 
the war games, Maj Chris Samuel of the British Royal 
Marines said: "This is essentially restoring our amphibious 
credentials and it's a unique opportunity really, to participate 
in a multinational exercise with our closest allies. 

"This is what we're good at," he added. 
Return to Index 
 

3. AP: U.S., Japan Will Pursue Delinking Futenma And Guam 
(PACIFIC DAILY NEWS (GUAM) 09 FEB 12) 

The United States and Japan have announced that the 
transfer of thousands of Marines to Guam will not require the 
closure of Marine Corps Air Station Futenma. 

According to The Associated Press, the allied nations 
released a joint statement only moments ago that said they are 
seeking to break the stalemate that has formed around the air 
station. 

Previously, military officials have said "tangible progress" 
is needed on the relocation of Futenma before Marines can 
move to Guam. However, the Futenma plan is unpopular in 
Okinawa and seeped in controversy. 

Earlier today Arthur Clark, the director of policy for the 
governor's office, said delinking Futenma and the Marines 
move would allow the local buildup to get moving. The 
Futenma controversy is one of the largest "log jams" holding 
up the local development, he said. 

"This actually has the potential to accelerate the plans to 
move forward with the development," Clark said. 

The governor's office said earlier today that they expected 
this joint statement to include the latest update on how many 
Marines will come to Guam. However, the AP report does not 
include those numbers. No joint statement is available on the 
military's website. 

A joint statement from the United States and Japan that 
clarifies how many Marines will come to Guam in the buildup 
is expected tonight or tomorrow. 

Navy Undersecretary Robert Work told Gov. Eddie Calvo 
during a conference call earlier this morning that this 
statement would be released Wednesday morning, Washington 
D.C. time. 

The statement will not be a final decision, but it should 
state how many Marines are now expected to come to Guam, 
said Arthur Clark, the governor’s director of policy. Clark sat 
in on the call. 

Work assured the governor that the statement was coming 
in an effort to curb confusion and speculation about high-level 
negotiations that may re-shape the buildup, Clark said. 

American and Japanese diplomats are currently discussing 
changes to buildup plan, which was originally expected to 
bring about 8,600 Marines to Guam. A Japanese politician, 
Seije Maehara, said yesterday that this number could drop to 
4,700. 

However, without an official estimate, it is hard to plan 
anything, Clark said. The statement should provide clarity. 

“That’s going to provide certainty relative to the 
expansion of plans for the island — inside the fence and 
outside the defense,” Clark said. “So yes, we need to get these 
numbers. We need to understand not just the number of troops 
coming here but the nature of the troops, and whether it will 
be a command element, a rotational force or a permanent 
force. 

"I don’t know if we are going to get that level of detail 
tomorrow but we will get a joint statement about the 
renegotiations and we will get a number here that will put to 
end speculation," Clark said. 

During the conference call, the governor told military 
officials that — if the Marine force coming to Guam does 
shrink — the island's need for a China visa waiver is even 
larger, Clark said. 

Work assured the governor that the military will continue 
to support Guam’s pursuit of a waiver, Clark said. 

During a separate press conference at Adelup, Joint Guam 
Program Office Executive Director Joe Ludovici said he could 
not provide details about the diplomatic negotiations that may 
re-shape the buildup. 

However, Ludovici said, if the number of Marines that 
comes to Guam shrinks, he would presume that the footprint 
of a Marine base planned for Dededo would shrink too. 

However, a small Marine force would still need a firing 
range of approximately the same size, said Bryan Wood, 



 8

policy director of the Marine Corps Pacific Division. The 
military is not considering three firing range options at Naval 
Magazine, Wood and Ludovici said. 

Japan 
Officials in Japan have also annouced that the joint 

statement is coming. 
”We are preparing to announce the realignment plan of 

U.S. troops in our country today,” Foreign Minister Koichiro 
Gemba said in parliament, according to the Associated Press. 
”We intend to reduce the burden on Okinawa quickly." 

The AP story cited anonymous sources stating that 
President Obama plans to move only 4,500 Marines to Guam. 

”The U.S. is shifting its projection of power to the Pacific 
region amid China’s rise,” said Tomohiko Taniguchi, a former 
Foreign Ministry official and a visiting professor at Keio 
University in Tokyo, in the AP article. 

The revised agreement is a ”logical consequence” from 
the Futenma deadlock, he said. 

View Gallery (23 Photos) 

Return to Index 
 

4. Making Chief Petty Officers 365 Days A Year 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 08 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class LaTunya Howard, Navy Personnel Command 
Public Affairs 

MILLINGTON, Tenn. -- Master Chief Petty Officer of 
the Navy (MCPON) (SS/SW) Rick D. West recognized that 
chiefs are not made in six weeks said a Navy official Feb 8. 

"The CPO 365 program is the method the MCPON has 
granted the chief's mess to train first classes in preparation for 
their selection and their grooming to become future chief petty 
officers," said Senior Chief Fire Controlman (SW) Steven 
Pochop, Navy Personnel Command (NPC) detailer and CPO 
365 phase one coordinator. 

In a message to the chiefs mess, West outlines the need 
for CPO 365. "I see the need to embrace and execute a process 
that provides training beyond our mess to all first class petty 
officers (FCPO) throughout the year for, as I am sure you 
agree, every FCPO is actually a prospective chief petty officer 
(PCPO)," said West. 

The initiative went Navy-wide in 2010. 
The three-phased, yearlong development and training will 

test the PCPO or selectee mentally, physically, personally and 
professionally. General guidance was established and released 
by MCPON in 2010, with additional notes this year about 
lessons learned from the first cycle. Command master chiefs 
are the overseers of the program. 

CPO 365 phase one begins in September for all first class 
petty officers. This phase is used to build a foundation for the 
yearlong cycle. It fosters team building, community service 
and describes the expectations and accountability that come 
with the donning of anchors. 

Phase two begins when board results are released and 
builds upon what was started in phase one by preparing board-
eligible Sailors for their transition. 

Phase three, induction, is the final training period. This 
phase readies the future chief to lead Sailors and become an 
active member of the chiefs mess. 

Training topics for CPO 365 include Navy heritage, Navy 
policies and procedures, equal opportunity guidance, 
sponsorship and indoctrination, Fleet and Family Service 
Center programs, Perform-to-Serve, the enlisted retention 
board, career development boards and physical fitness and 
nutrition. 

"We want to ensure that new chiefs and all first class 
leadership continue to guard those programs and educate our 
junior Sailors about their importance," said Pochop. 

Commands seeking to establish their own CPO 365 
program should review the MCPONs 2011-2012 CPO 365 
guidance. 

Return to Index 
 
 

CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
5. Libya Lessons Learned Drive Huge Amphib Exercise 
(AOL DEFENSE 08 FEB 12) ... Carlo Munoz 

ABOARD THE USS WASP - Navy and Marine Corps 
leaders involved with the huge Bold Alligator amphibious 
warfare this week will tell you it's all about the lessons 
learned. And there was no bigger lesson in amphib combat ops 
in recent years than Operation Unified Protector, also known 
as Libya. 

"Libya [operations] played a huge role" in the planning 
and execution of the various operational scenarios Sailors and 
Marines will carry out during Bold Alligator, Lt. Cmdr. 
George Pastoor said, referring to the UN-mandated 
peacekeeping mission that helped oust former Libyan 
strongman Muammar Qaddafi last March. 

Pastoor, a Dutch naval officer, is part of the Navy's 
Expeditionary Strike Group 2. ESG 2 and their counterparts in 
Marine Expeditionary Group 2 are spearheading operations 
during Bold Alligator. During the exercise, U.S. and coalition 
forces will execute a tactical rescue mission of a downed 

American pilot later this week as part of the combat drill, 
Pastoor said. The mission, known as a tactical recovery of 
aircraft and personnel or TRAP, is one American forces 
conducted in March when an F-15 crashed behind enemy lines 
in Libya and a V-22 swooped in and rescued the pilot. Aside 
from operations, combat planners also used the exercise to 
help close critical intelligence sharing gaps that plagued 
American and coalition forces in northern Africa. 

Intel sharing and coordination was one of the top 
problems identified by NATO and American military leaders 
shortly after operations ended in Libya. Allied pilots 
complained that the U.S. process to clear targeting imagery for 
NATO pilots took too long so they did not rely on American 
intelligence. The situation was further complicated since four-
fifths of all intelligence, surveillance and reconnaissance used 
during Operation Unified Protector came from U.S. sources. 
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A NATO-led review of the Libyan operation is scheduled 
to wrap up this month, but allied forces participating in Bold 
Alligator wasted no time in trying to fix those problems. 
Exercise planners are leaning heavily on the Navy's Combined 
Enterprise Regional information exchange system -- or 
CENTRIX -- to stream intel and imagery between U.S. and 
coalition forces, Pastoor said. The system, he said, will allow 
access of all intel gathered U.S. forces to partner nation forces. 
The Navy first developed the system in 2003 and it is already 
in use by naval forces in Pacific and Central commands. It has 
been critical in coordinating counterpiracy operations run by 
the Navy's Fifth Fleet and Combined Task Force 151, the 
international piracy task force. However, information included 
in the CENTRIX system will still have to be cleared by U.S. 
military intelligence, Col. Scott Jensen, head of the 29th 

Marine Air Group told AOL Defense aboard the USS 
Kearsarge on Sunday. Coalition partners will not have 
immediate access to the raw intel gathered by Navy and 
Marine Corps forces, Jensen said. 

Military representatives from Israel, India, Canada, 
Denmark, Australia, New Zealand, Turkey, Italy, France and 
the United Kingdom joined the Dutch to help plan and execute 
the various operations in the exercise. British Royal Marines, 
Canadian Marines and French naval commandos hit the shores 
of Amberland yesterday morning alongside their Marine 
Corps counterparts. Called the largest amphibious exercise in 
10 years, it was designed to replicate a sea-to-shore assault 
spearheaded by U.S. and coalition forces against enemy forces 
from the fictional country of "Garnet,” who invaded the 
neighboring country of "Amberland" on Sunday. 

Return to Index 
 

6. Along With Bataan, Helo Squadron Came Home, Too 
(NEWPORT NEWS DAILY PRESS 08 FEB 12) ... Hugh Lessig 

Lost in the hubbub of nearly 2,000 Sailors returning home 
Tuesday was the arrival of Helicopter Sea Combat Squadron 
28 at Chambers Field, Naval Station Norfolk. 

It's worth noting because those 25 men and women had a 
bit of an adventure back in December. 

While embarked on the USS Bataan in the Gulf of Aden, 
the squadron received a distress call about a capsized dhow 
with people in the water some 85 miles away. 

While the Bataan and the USS Mesa Verde steamed 
toward the site, one of the MH-60S Seahawk helicopters took 
off to search for victims. Upon arriving, crew members 
spotted 19 people in the water and three people on top of the 
dhow. The victims included women and children. 

A pair of Navy search-and-rescue swimmers went into the 
water, gathered the people in a central location and tapped the 

hull to make sure no one was trapped inside. Kudos to Joshua 
Teague and Ryan Ramp, both naval air crewmen third class. A 
nearby fishing vessel also responded to help. 

Teague and Ramp helped victims into the boat, which 
took everyone ashore. 

No Homecoming Yet 
Waiting for the submarine USS Montpelier? You'll have 

to wait a bit longer. After announcing it was due home 
Wednesday, the Navy said the deployment was being 
extended "due to operational commitments." 

The Los Angeles fast-attack submarine is commanded by 
Cmdr. Thomas A. Winter. It is – or was – returning from the 
European Command area of responsibility after visiting ports 
in Norway, Scotland and Spain. 

Return to Index 
 

7. U.S. 4th Fleet Supports Multinational Operations To Combat Organized Crime In Latin America 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 08 FEB 12) ... U.S. Naval Forces Southern Command and U.S. 4th Fleet Public Affairs 

NAVAL STATION MAYPORT, Fla. -- U.S. 4th Fleet is 
supporting Joint Interagency Task Force-South's (JIATF-S) 
Operation Martillo with deployed maritime and aviation assets 
in U.S. Southern Command's (USSOUTHCOM) area of 
responsibility (AOR), following an JIATF-S announcement of 
its Feb. 8. 

Operation Martillo, a U.S., European, and Western 
Hemisphere partner nation effort targeting illicit trafficking 
routes in coastal waters along the Central American isthmus. 
Martillo is the Spanish word for hammer. 

Oliver Hazard Perry-class frigates USS Ingraham (FFG 
61), USS Elrod (FFG 55), USS McClusky (FFG 41) and USS 
Nicholas (FFG 47) are already operating in support of 
Operation Martillo, conducting Combating Transnational 
Organized Crime operations(C-TOC), while Patrol Squadron 
(VP) 1 is providing aerial patrol support while forward 
deployed to El Salvador. 

The 4th Fleet assets are working closely with JIATF-S, 
USSOUTHCOM, U.S. Coast Guard, U.S. Air Force, and 
various Federal law enforcement agencies and partner nations 
to deny transnational criminal organizations the ability to 
exploit shipping routes through South and Central America for 

the movement of narcotics, precursor chemicals, bulk cash and 
weapons. 

"JIATF-South is the lead Federal agency for all of our 
activities in combating transnational organized crime," said 
Rear Adm. Kurt Tidd, commander, U.S. Naval Forces 
Southern Command/U.S. 4th Fleet. "The Department of 
Defense, and specifically U.S. Southern Command and 4th 
Fleet plays an important supporting role in Operation Martillo. 
Our ships and aircraft have unique capabilities to detect and 
monitor criminal activities in the maritime domain especially 
tracking the movement, by sea and air, of illicit materials 
intended for the United States." 

Operation Martillo is a critical component of the U.S. 
government's coordinated interagency regional security 
strategy in support of the White House Strategy to Combat 
Transnational Organized Crime and the U.S. Central America 
Regional Security Initiative. 

U.S. Naval Forces Southern Command and U.S. 4th Fleet 
(COMUSNAVSO/C4F) supports U.S. Southern Command 
joint and combined full-spectrum military operations by 
providing principally sea-based, forward presence to ensure 
freedom of maneuver in the maritime domain, to foster and 
sustain cooperative relationships with international partners 
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and to fully exploit the sea as maneuver space in order to 
enhance regional security and promote peace, stability, and 

prosperity in the Caribbean, Central and South American 
regions. 

Return to Index 
 

8. A Small Force For A Big Continent 
U.S.'s Africom trains host nation's forces to battle terrorism 
(WASHINGTON TIMES 09 FEB 12) ... Kristina Wong 

U.S. Africa Command has been quietly battling terrorism 
on the African continent, relying heavily on special forces. 

But amid a shrinking Pentagon budget and increased use 
of special forces in Afghanistan under a new military strategy, 
Africom may have fewer resources to counter a growing 
terrorism threat. 

Africom's mission is to bolster the capability of host 
African governments and militaries to fight domestic threats, 
including terrorism, without the large costs of with waging 
war in a foreign territory. 

The elite military forces under Special Operations 
Command-Africa, based in Stuttgart, Germany, achieve that 
cost-effectiveness. 

The exact number of special forces in the region is 
classified. But this week, Navy Adm. William McRaven, 
commander of Special Operations Command, said there are 
about "3,000 folks deployed outside of Afghanistan," 
including the African continent and Yemen, in the Arabian 
Peninsula. 

J. Peter Pham, director of the Michael S. Ansari Africa 
Center at the Atlantic Council, estimates there are fewer than 
200 special forces actually operating on the continent. 

They train host nation's forces, and include units from 
each service, such as the Green Berets, who specialize in 
irregular warfare and work in small teams no larger than 12. 
The Green Berets also build roads, schools, provide health 
care and live among locals, speaking their language. 

Each member of the U.S. special forces is able to train 
100 of a host nation's soldiers. 

Africom is the smallest of the Pentagon's six regionally 
focused commands and usually has fewer than 5,000 troops in 
Africa at any given time. 

That's an extraordinarily small number to cover Africa's 
54 countries over 12 million square miles. By comparison, 
U.S. Central Command, which covers the Middle East, has 
about 150,000 troops to cover 20 countries over a span of 4 
million square miles. 

"What I like best about this command is, you may find at 
any one time a wide number of small teams - in many cases, 
individuals or pairs of people - around the continent engaging 
with their African partners," Army Gen. Carter F. Ham, 
commander of Africom, said in a written response. 

"It doesn't take a lot of money, doesn't take a lot of 
people, but the effect - everywhere there are Americans, 

military and civilian, from the command, contributing to 
African security, I believe that that has a disproportionate, 
positive effect to the resources we consume." 

Africom has about 2,000 more personnel at its 
headquarters in Stuttgart and has one base on the continent, 
Camp Lemonnier in Djibouti, which houses a U.S.-led 
multinational task force focused on countering terrorism in the 
Horn of Africa. 

Because of its proximity to the Arabian Peninsula, Camp 
Lemonnier also supports Pentagon objectives in Yemen. The 
camp supports about 3,500 U.S. and allied forces and civilian 
personnel. 

According to a Congressional Research Service report, 
the U.S. military has access to several foreign air bases and 
ports in Africa and "bare-bones" facilities maintained by local 
troops in several locations. 

The Pentagon refers to these other facilities as "lily pads," 
or Cooperative Security Locations and Forward Operating 
Sites, and has access to a dozen other transit sites around the 
continent. 

Africom has engaged in high-profile operations recently, 
such as rescuing two international-aid workers from Somali 
pirates. In October, about 100 U.S. military advisers were 
deployed to Uganda to help quash the insurgent group Lord's 
Resistance Army. That operation is ongoing. 

One of the continent's biggest threats is regional 
terrorism. 

Al-Shabab, al Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb, Boko 
Haram and other regional al Qaeda affiliates will surpass the 
remnants of the "core" al Qaeda in Pakistan in terms of threats 
to U.S. interests, and seek opportunities to strike Western 
targets in their operating area, according to the intelligence 
community's unclassified statement on its 2012 Worldwide 
Threat Assessment. 

"For the past few years, [al Qaeda in the Islamic 
Maghreb] has been almost an afterthought when discussing 
the terrorist threat. This may be about to change," Director of 
National Intelligence James R. Clapper testified to Congress 
on Jan. 31. "AQIM, which has traditionally operated in parts 
of Algeria and Mali, is well-positioned to exploit instability 
and pockets of extremism in Libya and Nigeria and to create 
new safe havens." 
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9. Special-Ops Leaders Not Too Worried About Budget Battles 
(NATIONAL DEFENSE 08 FEB 12) ... Stew Magnuson 

Whether it is the Army, Air Force, Navy or Marine Corps, 
there has been a great deal of consternation at industry 
conferences about the impending budget cuts. 

Not so for Special Operations Command. Leaders 
speaking at the National Defense Industrial Association’s 
annual Special Operations/Low Intensity Conflict meeting 

sounded upbeat about their funding prospects ahead of the 
anticipated Feb. 13 release of the fiscal year 2013 budget 
proposal. 

Supplemental budgets helped SOF buy “a lot of stuff” 
over the past decade, said Michael Sheehan, assistant secretary 
of defense for special operations/low intensity conflict. As 
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those temporary accounts shrink, special operations forces will 
have to find funding in the baseline budget, he said Feb. 7. 

“That’s not going to be easy, but I am here to tell you 
today that we’re going to make that happen in the Department 
of Defense for the special operations community,” Sheehan 
said. “We’re going to be in pretty good shape.” 

Unlike the Army and Marine Corps, which are facing 
troop reductions, SOCOM will continue to grow, officials at 
the conference said. The forces number about 66,000 
personnel now, and the goal to reach 70,000 will not change. 
As the Marine Corps overall numbers shrink, for example, 
Marine Corps Special Operations Forces will be adding 821 
troops, mostly intelligence, communications and other 
specialists needed to support the 2,500 troops already in the 
units, said Maj. Gen. Paul Lefebvre, MARSOC commander. 

There will be budget battles, as there always have been, 
Sheehan said. But he has seen a strong commitment from “the 
highest levels of this administration” for SOF, he said. 

Adm. William H. McRaven, Special Operations 
Command commander, said, “The future of special operations 
forces looks very bright.” It is a cost-effective force spread out 
in 75 different countries on any given day, he said. Its funding 
only comes to about 1.6 percent of the Defense Department 
budget, he said. But he wanted to stress that SOCOM is 
dependent on the other services and other agencies for support 
such as intelligence and logistics. 

“You can’t pick up a paper without seeing some reference 
to special operations, and I am very proud of that fact,” 
McRaven said. 

McRaven said he was intimately involved in crafting the 
new Defense Department strategy along with White House, 
Defense Department and service officials. Never before had he 

seen such strong support for SOF “now and in the future,” he 
said. 

Special Operations Command has doubled the number of 
personnel since 9/11 and its budget has soared from $3.5 
billion to $10.5 billion, he noted. 

Air Force Maj. Gen. Thomas Trask, director of force 
structure, requirements, resources and strategic assessments at 
SOCOM, said all this does not mean special operations forces 
did not undergo scrutiny in order to wring savings out of the 
command’s budget. Every program has undergone the “wire 
brush” treatment to scrub it of inefficiencies, he said. 

Officials speaking at the conference were under strict 
orders to not reveal details about the upcoming budget 
proposal. Nevertheless, they gave some clues about a couple 
big-ticket hardware programs. 

When asked about the fleet of C130-J transportation 
aircraft, SOCOM officers were effusive and optimistic. Air 
Force Lt. Gen. Bradley Heithold, SOCOM vice commander, 
said Air Force Special Operations Command “came out of this 
in good stead on the recapitalization of the C-130s.” It has yet 
to be decided if older aircraft will be updated with modern 
equipment, he added. An Air Force official said the recap 
program would continue into the 2020s. 

As far as the Ground Mobility Vehicle 1.1 — a light, 
armed combat vehicle that has been conceived as something 
that special operators can deploy ready to fight into a “hot” 
landing zone from a airlift platform such as the MH-47 
helicopter — officials were less forthcoming. 

“We have a requirement ... and there is not that much 
question of that requirement,” Hiethold only said. “There 
wasn’t a thing in our portfolio, by the way, that didn’t get 
scrutiny.” 
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10. Iwo Jima ARG And 24th MEU Host Secretary Of Defense Officials 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 09 FEB 12) ... U.S. Navy story by Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Jamica Johnson, Amphibious 
Squadron 8 Public Affairs 

USS IWO JIMA, At Sea -- The Iwo Jima Amphibious 
Ready Group (ARG) and 24th Marine Expeditionary Unit 
(MEU) hosted Deputy Under Secretary of Defense for 
Strategy, Plans and Forces Dr. Kathleen Hicks aboard USS 
Iwo Jima (LHD 7) Feb. 7. 

Hicks, who holds a doctorate in Political Science from the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology, received a tour of the 
warship. She and her staff were also briefed on topics 
including the Navy-Marine Corps team's capabilities relating 
to future amphibious operations and the development of 
innovative, low-cost and small-footprint approaches to achieve 
security objectives. 

"What we have laid out for you today, is a slice of what 
we've been doing to get prepared to deploy, as well as some of 
what we foresee the ARG-MEU team accomplishing in the 
future," said Col. Frank Donovan, commanding officer of 24th 
MEU, during Hicks' and her staff's welcome aboard. 

"Our job as the Navy is to make sure that the Marines get 
the best possible support on the beach when they're on the 
objective," said Capt. Mark H. Scovill, commodore, 
Amphibious Squadron 8 (PHIBRON 8), during his welcome 
aboard remarks to Hicks and her staff. "The harder they flex 

themselves, the harder we flex to match their needs and you 
will see some of that today." 

Hicks and her staff, were given a MEU brief in the ship's 
ceremonial forecastle, where they viewed plotted charts of 
how the ARG-MEU team operates together. They were then 
escorted to the hangar bay, where they viewed static displays 
of Marine vehicles and helicopters. They also toured the ship's 
debark control station where they observed flight deck 
operations. 

"What they saw when they went below decks were 225 
infantrymen getting ready to launch a training mission, getting 
to see first hand, America's best, doing what they do best," 
said Donovan. 

Prior to their departure, Hicks and her staff, were 
presented with gifts and photos as keepsakes of their visit 
aboard Iwo Jima from PHIBRON 8 and 24th MEU. 

The Iwo Jima is currently underway participating in Bold 
Alligator 2012 and Certification Exercise(CERTEX). 
CERTEX is the final certification for deployment for the 24th 
MEU and Iwo Jima ARG before their scheduled spring 
deployment. 
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11. U.S. Navy Delegation Wraps Up Moroccan Staff Talks Visit 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 08 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Jeff Troutman, Navy Public Affairs Support 
Element East Detachment Europe 

CASABLANCA, Morocco -- The deputy chief of staff for 
strategy, resources, and plans at U.S. Naval Forces Europe-
Africa and a team of delegates completed a three-day visit to 
Casablanca, Morocco, to engage in staff talks with the Royal 
Moroccan Navy, Feb. 3. 

The visit focused on the U.S. Naval Forces Europe-Africa 
and Royal Moroccan Navy's joint commitment to regional 
stability and maritime security in the African theater of 
operation. 

"It's an honor for us to be hosted in such a beautiful city 
by our Moroccan allies," said Rear Adm. Kenneth "K.J." 
Norton. "A strong sense of teamwork is required for any force 
protection plan to be met, and these staff talks between our 
respective naval forces will strengthen our ties to each other 
and ensure we meet our goal of maritime security." 

During the visit, U.S. Navy delegates had the opportunity 
to visit Moroccan sites such as the Hassan II mosque and the 
legendary Rick's Café based on the famous establishment 
owned by Humphrey Bogart in the 1942 film "Casablanca." 

Also visiting Morocco was the guided-missile frigate USS 
Simpson (FFG 56) which hosted an evening reception by 
members of the Royal Moroccan Navy and numerous 
Moroccan and U.S. attaches and ambassadors. 

"Simpson deployed the day before Thanksgiving, and 
everything we've been doing on this deployment has worked 

towards events like this, where we have the opportunity to 
visit a port such as Casablanca and strengthen ties with our 
Moroccan allies," said Cmdr. Leonard Milliken, Simpson's 
commanding officer. "This crew has been primarily deployed 
in the U.S. Southern Command area of operation, so for many 
of us, this is our first time in Morocco and it's a tremendous 
experience. The Simpson crew has done a phenomenal job of 
getting the ship prepped and ready to come over here and 
operate." 

Samuel Kaplan, U.S. ambassador to Morocco, was 
equally impressed by the camaraderie displayed between the 
U.S. and Moroccan naval forces. 

"Being based in Morocco, we don't see a lot of the 
military come through this area of the world, but every time an 
event like this occurs, where America's forces are here to visit 
with the Royal Moroccan Navy, you get such a great sense of 
the devotion these young men and women bring to their jobs 
and their commitment to our country," said Kaplan. 

Norton's three-day visit to Morocco served to promote 
peace and stability within the U.S. Naval Forces Africa area of 
responsibility, and it demonstrated commitment to regional 
partnerships and to foster growing relationships between the 
U.S. Navy and its African partners. 
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12. Blue Ridge Departs Tomakomai 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 08 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Fidel C. Hart, USS Blue Ridge Public Affairs 

TOMAKOMAI, Japan -- Sailors and Marines from 7th 
Fleet flagship USS Blue Ridge (LCC 19), embarked 7th Fleet 
staff and Fleet Antiterrorism Security Team Pacific 
(FASTPAC) completed a port visit to Tomakomai, Japan, Feb. 
8. 

The crew experienced the culture and sights of the city, 
and participated in tours and community service events 
(COMSERVs) in Tomakomai and the surrounding area. 

"This was a tremendous port visit for the crew of USS 
Blue Ridge, with opportunities to see the Sapporo Snow and 
Ice Festival and participating in the Tomakomai Ice Skate 
Festival," said Blue Ridge Executive Officer Lt. Cmdr. Kevin 
Ralston. "It is great to see our Sailors and Marines out in town 
strengthening bonds during community service projects, 
building friendships on liberty and sharing the differences and 
similarities in our intertwined cultures." 

The ship's Morale, Welfare and Recreation (MWR) 
committee provided a variety of tours to the nearby city of 
Sapporo, which was holding the 63rd Annual Sapporo Snow 
and Ice Festival. 

Several Sailors participated in COMSERV projects at the 
Tomakomai Ice Skate Festival, assisting local children onto a 
snow slide and pushing a giant sled. Lt. Donald Baker, Blue 

Ridge chaplain, said that it was a unique way for the Sailors 
and the citizens of Tomakomai to interact. 

"I've done more than 100 COMSERV projects and this is 
the most fun I have had on one," said Baker. "There is great 
energy and excitement from both the Sailors and the citizens. 
The energy is contagious and has rubbed off on every one 
involved. This is exactly what you want a community service 
event to be." 

Many Sailors experienced Tomakomai for the first time. 
"I am enjoying myself and have never seen anything like 

this [Sapporo's snow and ice sculptures] before," said Yeoman 
3rd Class Brittnea Noe. Noe, on her first port visit with Blue 
Ridge, said the sea mammals snow sculpture depicting 
detailed carvings of a blue whale, walrus, dolphins and sea 
lions, was her favorite. "I would love to return and visit 
because I know the snow sculptures change every year and 
they are amazing." 

Blue Ridge is commanded by Capt. Daniel Grieco and 
serves under Commander, Expeditionary Strike Group 7/Task 
Force (CTF) 76, the Navy's only forward deployed 
amphibious force. Blue Ridge is the flagship for Commander, 
U.S. 7th Fleet. Task Force 76 is headquartered at White Beach 
Naval Facility, Okinawa, Japan, with an operations 
detachment in Sasebo, Japan. 
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13. Pieces Of Atsugi Aircraft Fall Off In Midair, One Strikes Vehicle 
(STARS AND STRIPES 08 FEB 12) ... Erik Slavin 

YOKOSUKA NAVAL BASE, Japan – A piece from an 
EA-6 Prowler at Naval Air Facility Atsugi fell out of the sky 
and struck a moving vehicle, but no injuries were reported 
Wednesday, Navy officials said. 

The plane was making a landing approach during a 
routine training mission at about 2 p.m. when it lost a panel 
from the port mid-engine door, and a piece of the tailpipe, 
officials said Wednesday. The largest piece was 42-by-85 
inches before ground impact, according to a Navy statement. 

The debris broke apart on impact, landing both within the 
base fence line and north of the runway on the Yamato city 
side, the Navy said. 

The piece that struck the vehicle outside the fence line 
was small and caused only minor damage. 

The plane landed safely, Navy officials said. 
Officials with Yamato city and the Japanese government 

were notified following the incident, which is now under 
investigation by the Navy, according to a base statement. 

“The Navy deeply regrets any inconvenience this event 
may have caused its neighbors and friends in the Atsugi area,” 
according to the statement. 

The Navy has issued reports of pieces falling off planes at 
Atsugi periodically during the past few years. 

In February 2011, a sonar buoy typically used for 
underwater surveillance fell from a Navy SH-60F Seahawk 
helicopter and crashed into a farm field. 

The Prowler, which was introduced in 1971, is part of the 
USS George Washington air wing’s electronic warfare 
squadron. 

The Navy recently announced that the air wing’s Prowlers 
will be transferred to Naval Air Station Whidbey Island, 
Wash., in early spring, and replaced with newer EA-18G 
Growler jets. 
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14. Philippines Seeks U.S. Help To Counter China 
The United States and the Philippines will hold combat drills together to counter China's rising influence in 
the area. 
(AL JAZEERA 08 FEB 12) ... Marwaan Macan-Markar 

BANGKOK - The government of Philippines President 
Benigno Aquino may be wading into choppy diplomatic 
waters by turning to the United States to counter China's 
aggressiveness in the South China Sea, one of the world's 
busiest shipping lanes. 

A protest outside the U.S. embassy in Manila over the 
weekend by local leftwing and indigenous groups is an 
indication of what can be expected in the run-up to planned 
combat drills involving U.S. and Filipino forces in the 
troubled waters of the South China Sea. 

"The combat drills with U.S. and Philippines marines 
have certainly worried many sectors here," noted Walden 
Bello, a first-term congressman from the Citizens' Action 
Party, which is part of the Aquino administration's coalition in 
the national legislature. 

"The Philippines is unfortunately playing a dangerous 
game in entertaining a U.S. military presence," he added in a 
telephone interview from Manila. 

Giving Washington a military foothold will "convert a 
territorial dispute, where the Philippines has a stake, into a 
superpower conflict," Bello said. "We should rely on regional 
and multilateral mechanisms." 

Nationalist Response 
A verbal volley fired by an ultra-nationalist Chinese 

newspaper brings such warnings into relief. The Philippines 
should be targeted with "countermeasures" and "punishment" 
for offering the U.S. military an expanded role in the South 
China Sea, raged the English-language Global Times in a 
commentary last week. 

"A reasonable yet powerful enough sanction can be 
considered," added the paper. "It should show China's 

neighbouring area that balancing China by siding with the 
U.S. is not a good choice." 

The planned military drills off the Philippines coast, 
scheduled for late March or early April, will be staged near an 
oil rig in the South China Sea. This news, following a mid-
January bilateral defence dialogue, came after the Philippines 
got another boost from U.S. foreign policy heavyweights to 
contain China. 

"What we're talking about is maritime security," U.S. 
Senator Joseph Lieberman said at the end of a trip to the 
Philippines capital with three other senators last month. "We 
simply cannot allow one nation, in this case China, to exercise 
disproportionate control over these waterways." 

This body of water has increasingly become a flashpoint 
following China's strident assertion in 2009 that it had control 
over a stretch of ocean that has a spread of reefs, coral atolls 
and slivers of land that are hardly habitable. 

Yet, what has raised stakes in the South China Sea, whose 
waters are shared by Vietnam, Brunei, Malaysia, Taiwan and 
the Philippines, are reports that its bed contains huge deposits 
of oil and gas - in addition to supplying nearly one-tenth of the 
world's seafood catch. 

Energy Issues 
The Parcels Islands archipelago and the Spratly Islands 

have, consequently, become important for energy security. 
China controls the Parcels, having edged out Vietnam in a 

1974 battle that left 18 people dead. And, Manila fell victim to 
Beijing's bullying when the Asian giant occupied the Mischief 
Reef in 1995, once part of the Philippines. 

The dispute led to the 2002 Declaration on the Conduct of 
Parties in the South China Sea (DoC), the first political 
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agreement between China and the Association of Southeast 
Asian Nations (ASEAN) bloc that includes Burma, Cambodia, 
Thailand, Singapore, Laos, Indonesia and South China Sea 
littorals - the Philippines, Vietnam, Brunei and Malaysia. 

Neither the 10-year-old declaration, nor the diplomatic 
breakthrough in July last year to create "guidelines for 
implementing" the DoC, has done enough to ease the tension 
through 2011. Both Vietnam and the Philippines accused 
China of asserting its territorial claims by sending fleets of 
vessels into disputed areas. 

"The Philippines has become the most outspoken on this 
issue with the ASEAN members," says Kavi Chongkittavorn, 
a regional affairs commentator, in The Nation, an English 
daily in Thailand. "It has been boosted by the defence treaty it 
has with the U.S.." 

But efforts by Manila to raise the diplomatic stakes 
against China "will not have wide support in ASEAN,” Kavi 
said. "ASEAN will not want to be dragged into a conflict with 
China." 

The imminent diplomatic challenge Manila faces comes 
nearly a year after the Philippines government turned to the 
United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLoS) 
to resolve its territorial disputes. 

"The Philippines has called on ASEAN to support the 
idea that the issue must be resolved on the basis of the rule of 
law, particularly UNCLoS," reveals Herman Kraft, associate 

professor of political science at the University of the 
Philippines. 

"Using UNCLoS to advance its argument allows the 
Philippines to take the moral high ground and hopefully (win) 
the sympathy of the international public," he explained in an 
interview. "(China's push to resolve the problem bilaterally) is 
a non-starter for a small state dealing with a larger and more 
powerful state." 

There is an international treaty which can help "break the 
deadlock between China and other countries over territorial 
disputes in the South China Sea," says Kumar Chitty, a former 
senior UN official at the International Tribunal for the Law of 
the Sea, a Hamburg-based judicial body created to resolve 
disputes between countries about the oceans and their 
resources. "This is how Australia and East Timor resolved 
their dispute," Chitty said. 

But China is avoiding such an international judicial route, 
preferring the ASEAN-led DoC resolution. 

"China will seize this opportunity of making efforts with 
ASEAN countries to maintain peace and stability in the South 
China Sea and bring benefits to the people in the region," 
Chinese foreign ministry spokesman Lu Weimin said 
following last month's ministerial meeting in China to reduce 
tensions in the South China Sea. 

View Clip (RT: 1:48) 
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15. Navy To Step Up Patrols After Chinese Slayings 
(BANGKOK POST (THAILAND) 09 FEB 12) 

CHIANG RAI - The navy will reinforce its patrols along 
the Mekong River to help the four-nation effort in policing 
this transnational river, following the slaying of 13 Chinese 
sailors last year. 

"I'm considering increasing boat and troop numbers 
because we have many tasks to do," navy chief Surasak 
Roonroengrom said. 

His plan to strengthen the navy's Me Khong Riverine 
Operation Unit is necessary because its task in Chiang Rai is 
hindered by a limited number of military personnel and 
supplies. 

The operation unit employs only 11 boats in total _ three 
patrol vessels and eight assault vessels _ to serve only about 
200 soldiers. 

"But there have been more seizures of illegal items, 
crashes and losses" during operations in the Mekong River, he 
said. 

The latest loss, which has alerted Thailand, China, Laos 
and Myanmar to violent crimes on the river, is the mysterious 
killing of 13 crew members on two Chinese-flagged cargo 
boats, the Yi Xing 8 Hao and Hua Ping, on Oct 5 last year in 
Chiang Rai's Chiang Saen district. 

Nine Thai soldiers of the Pa Muang Task Force, who 
reportedly seized 920,000 speed pills from the two barges, 
have been implicated in the murders. Inquiries are continuing. 

They blamed a Shan drug trafficking gang, led by Nor 
Kham, for hijacking the boats and using them for smuggling 
the drugs into Thailand. 

The group is believed to have 20 to 100 armed members 
and has been active along a 150km stretch of the river, 
Sorracha Sornprathum, chief of the Me Khong Riverine 
Operation Unit said. 

Following the murders, the four countries joined forces to 
set up a patrol unit, made up of three Chinese boats and one 
boat each from Laos, Myanmar and the Thai Marine Police 
Division, to tighten security along the Mekong. 

The multi-nation unit is responsible for areas from 
Sipsongpanna in China's southern Yunnan province, to the 
Golden Triangle where the borders of Thailand, Myanmar and 
Laos meet. 

The navy's Me Khong Riverine Operation Unit will back 
up the joint patrol by watching out for illegal activities on the 
river within Thai territory. 

Smuggling of drugs, Siamese rosewood and contraband 
along the Mekong and the Thai-Lao borders is increasing, said 
R Adm Sorracha, whose unit oversees the 917km section of 
the river that passes Chiang Rai, Nong Khai, Nakhon Phanom 
and Ubon Ratchathani. 
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16. U.S. And Israel Split On Speed Of Iran Threat 
(NEW YORK TIMES 09 FEB 12) ... Mark Landler and David E. Sanger 

WASHINGTON — Amid mounting tensions over 
whether Israel will carry out a military strike against Iran’s 
nuclear program, the United States and Israel remain at odds 
over a fundamental question: whether Iran’s crucial nuclear 
facilities are about to become impregnable. 

Israel’s defense minister, Ehud Barak, coined the phrase 
“zone of immunity” to define the circumstances under which 
Israel would judge it could no longer hold off from an attack 
because Iran’s effort to produce a bomb would be invulnerable 
to any strike. But judging when that moment will arrive has 
set off an intense debate with the Obama administration, 
whose officials counter that there are other ways to make Iran 
vulnerable. 

Senior Israeli officials, including the foreign minister and 
leader of the Mossad, have traveled to Washington in recent 
weeks to make the case that this point is fast approaching. 
American officials have made reciprocal visits to Jerusalem, 
arguing that Israel and the West have more time and should 
allow sanctions and covert actions to deter Iran’s plans. 

The Americans have also used the discussions to test their 
belief, based on a series of public statements by Israeli 
officials, that an Israeli strike against Iran could come as early 
as spring, according to an official familiar with the 
discussions. 

President Obama tried to defuse arguments for military 
action in a telephone call last month with Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu of Israel, the substance of which was 
confirmed by an Obama administration official who spoke 
only on the condition of anonymity because he was not 
authorized to describe the conversation. While the two men 
have had an often contentious relationship over Middle East 
diplomacy, American officials emerged from that exchange 
persuaded that Mr. Netanyahu was willing to give economic 
sanctions and other steps time to work. 

The difference of opinion over Iran’s nuclear “immunity” 
is critical because it plays into not just the timing — or 
bluffing — about a possible military strike, but the 
calculations about how deeply and quickly sanctions against 
Iran must bite. If the Israeli argument is right, the question of 
how fast the Iranians can assemble a weapon becomes less 
important than whether there is any way to stop them. 

“ ‘Zone of immunity’ is an ill-defined term,” said a senior 
Obama administration official, expressing frustration that the 
Israelis are looking at the problem too narrowly, given the 
many kinds of pressure being placed on Tehran and the 
increasing evidence that far tougher sanctions are having an 
effect. 

The Israelis have zeroed in on Iran’s plan to put much of 
its uranium enrichment near Qum in an underground facility 
beneath so many layers of granite that even the Pentagon 
acknowledges it would be out of the reach of its best bunker-
busting bombs. Once enrichment activities are under way at 
Qum, the Israelis argue, Iran could throw out United Nations 
inspectors and produce bomb-grade fuel without fear the 
facility would be destroyed. 

At its core, the official said, the argument the Israelis 
make is that once the Iranians get an “impregnable breakout 
capability” — that is, a place that is protected from a military 

strike — “it makes no difference whether it will take Iran six 
months or a year or five years” to fabricate a nuclear weapon, 
he said. 

The Americans have a very different view, according to a 
second senior official who has discussed the concept with 
Israelis. He said “there are many other options” to slow Iran’s 
march to a completed weapon, like shutting off Iran’s oil 
revenues, taking out facilities that supply centrifuge parts or 
singling out installations where the Iranians would turn the 
fuel into a weapon. 

Administration officials cite this more complex picture in 
pressing the Israelis to give the latest sanctions a chance to 
inflict enough pain on the Iranian leadership to force it back to 
the negotiating table, or to make the decision that the nuclear 
program is not worth the cost. 

Iran’s currency has plunged, they note; its oil is piling up 
in storage tanks because it cannot find buyers, and there is 
growing evidence of fissures among the country’s leadership. 

After a period of doubt about Israel’s intentions at the end 
of last year, administration officials said the two sides were 
now communicating better. Mr. Obama, they said, reflected 
that when he said in an interview on Sunday with NBC News, 
“I don’t think that Israel has made a decision on what they 
need to do.” 

This is not the first time that the Israelis have invented a 
phrase that suggests a hard deadline before an attack. At the 
end of the Bush administration, they said they could not allow 
Iran to go past “the point of no return.” That phrase was also 
ill-defined, but seemed to suggest that once Iran had the know-
how and the basic materials to make a bomb, it would be 
inevitable. 

While nuclear experts believe Iran now has enough 
uranium to fuel four or more weapons, it would have to enrich 
it to bomb-grade levels, which would take months. Beyond 
that, Iran would have to produce a warhead that could fit atop 
an Iranian missile — a process that could take one to three 
years, most experts say. 

Still, Mr. Barak’s theory of “immunity” has gained a lot 
of attention in recent weeks, complicating a debate charged 
with bellicose language — in Israel and Iran and among 
Republicans on the presidential campaign trail, where Mitt 
Romney and other candidates have pledged Israel full support 
in any military confrontation with Iran. 

Disputes between the United States and Israel are 
inevitable, according to experts, given the radically different 
stakes of a nuclear Iran for a distant superpower and for a 
neighbor whose very existence the leaders in Tehran have 
pledged to eradicate. 

“No end of consultations can remove that asymmetry,” 
said Martin S. Indyk, a former ambassador to Israel and 
director of the Foreign Policy Program at the Brookings 
Institution. 

Next month, Mr. Netanyahu is scheduled to visit 
Washington to address the American Israel Public Affairs 
Committee, a powerful pro-Israeli lobbying group, to whom 
he and other Israeli leaders have regularly spoken about Iran’s 
“existential threat.” The White House has not yet announced 
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whether Mr. Netanyahu will meet with Mr. Obama, though 
officials say it is likely. 

Officials said that for all the friction between the United 
States and Israel over issues like Jewish settlements in the 
West Bank, it had not spilled over into the dialogue over Iran, 
in part because Mr. Obama has ordered it “walled off” from 
politics. 

Administration officials also noted a distinction in the 
tone of Mr. Barak and Mr. Netanyahu, who does not publicly 
favor the phrase “zone of immunity.” This week, an American 
official noted, Mr. Netanyahu declared that on the topic of 
Iran, officials should just “shut up.” 

“I think that’s good advice,” the American official said. 
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17. '26/11 Mumbai Incident Changed India's Security Matrix': Antony 
(ASIAN NEWS INTERNATIONAL 08 FEB 12) 

Visakhapatnam, Andhra Pradesh -Stating that 26/11 
changed India's security matrix, Defence Minister A.K. 
Antony has said that the entire nation now acknowledged the 
critical requirement of maritime security and the important 
role of the Indian Navy. 

Antony, who spent two days with the Indian Navy on 
Tuesday and Wednesday, was given a glimpse of the 
expansive scope and scale of the Indian Navy's annual Theatre 
Level Readiness and Operational Exercise (TROPEX). 

He was briefed along with the Chief of Naval Staff 
Admiral NirmalVerma and the Flag Officer Commanding-in-
Chief, Eastern Naval Command Vice Admiral AK Chopra in 
company. 

During the two-day naval exercise, two completely 
networked fleets, widely dispersed across seas in the Indian 
Ocean, operated in a dense electronic environment, 
showcasing their professional and technical proficiency. 

New platforms, weapons sensors, communication systems 
and tactics were tested and optimized. Over forty surface 
combatants of various classes, submarines and a large number 
of aircraft, including UAVs participated in the exercise. 

The exercise had a jointmanship element as IAF aircraft 
such as AWACS, Sukhois, Mirages and Jaguars also 
participated. 

'No Limits', the motto of INS Shivalik, where the Defence 
Minister first landed, best described the scale of the naval 
exercise. 

Antony witnessed the INS Shivalik execute various 
evolutions, including a 'surface gun shoot' and a Jackstay with 
the INS Shakti in copybook fashion. 

The quick integration of new ships was a reflection of the 
Indian Navy's operational and training professionalism. 

Antony also witnessed the navy's future ready network 
enabled force on a visit to INS Viraat. 

Antony witnessed first hand, the potency of the upgraded 
Sea Harriers, particularly in a networked environment. 

The Defence Minister witnessed the successful 
interception of a fast, low flying, surface-to-surface missile by 
a SAM. A clear full moon might provided an idyllic setting for 
this demonstration of power and professionalism. 

Antony saw a successful and impressive launch of the 
Brahmos, supersonic long range anti shipping missile, from a 
recently upgraded Ranvir class destroyer. This was 
particularly satisfying as the launch of the missile was an 
affirmation of India's indigenous weapon capabilities. 

Addressing the 'Viraatees', Antony said he was "very very 
happy to be on India's most prestigious INS Viraat.” 

"By early next year, the Indian Navy is likely to operate 
one more aircraft carrier, Vikramaditya, and the Indigenous 
Aircraft Carrier some years later," he added. 

Complimenting the naval officers and ensigns for their 
professionalism, Antony said: "Wherever we go (abroad), the 
Indian Navy is the most sought after service. Numerous 
countries want more cooperation with the Indian Navy." 

He also acknowledged the navy's difficult working 
conditions by saying, "I assure you one by one, we are 
improving your service conditions and living conditions.” 

He assured the naval personnel that he would do 
"whatever is humanly possible" to improve their conditions of 
service. 

Antony said: "The Indian Navy is increasing its capability 
to meet their ever increasing challenges and responsibility 
successfully. The country is proud of the capabilities and 
dedication of the Indian Navy." 

"We can be confident that maritime security including 
coastal security of our country is in the safe hands of the 
Indian Navy," he added. 

TROPEX 2012 will continue over the next few days. 
Return to Index 
 

18. Navy, Air Force Stage Network-Centric Exercise 
TROPEX tested new defence acquisitions in a dense electronic environment 
(THE HINDU 09 FEB 12) 

NEW DELHI - The Navy on Wednesday staged a 
network-centric exercise off the Southern coast and displayed 
cooperation the Indian Air Force in its annual TROPEX 
(Theatre-level Readiness and Operational Exercise). The 
display was witnessed by Defence Minister A.K. Antony. 

Against the backdrop of the Indian Ocean, two broad but 
well-networked fleets provided a glimpse of the Forces' 
prowess and proficiency in operating their latest acquisitions 
in a dense electronic environment. 

Navy spokesperson Commander P.V.S. Satish said the 
exercise would test new platforms, weapons sensors, 

communication systems and tactics in order to optimise the 
network combat power of the fleet, which included over 40 
surface combatants of various classes, submarines and a large 
number of aircraft, including unmanned aerial vehicles. 

The Defence Minister, along with the Chief of Naval Staff 
Admiral Nirmal Verma and other senior officers of the Eastern 
Command, witnessed the exercise over two phases — night 
and day — as the two Forces performed in tandem. The Air 
Force fielded fighter aircraft in Sukhois, Mirage and Jaguars 
directed by Airborne Warning and Control System. For the 
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first time the exercise tested the air defence capability of the 
country. It is scheduled to go on for a few days. 

Combat Freefall 
Besides experiencing the potential of INS Shivalik and 

INS Shakti, Mr. Antony watched the successful interception of 
a fast, low-flying surface-to-surface missile by a surface-to-air 
missile on a moonlit night as also an air power demonstration 
by aircraft carrier INS Viraat and a professional mid-sea 
execution of a combat freefall technique by Marine 
Commandoes on the flight deck. 

In addition, the Navy showed the ability of upgraded Sea 
Harriers which included extended range through mid-air 
refuelling and beyond-visual-range missiles. Mr. Antony also 
witnessed the launch of BrahMos supersonic long-range anti-
ship missile from a recently upgraded Ranvir class destroyer. 

In his address to the personnel on INS Viraat, Mr. Antony 
indicated that the second aircraft carrier, INS Vikramaditya 

(Admiral Gorshkov), currently being refurbished in Russia, 
would be delayed. He said it would join the Navy early next 
year. As per a reworked schedule, the carrier is to be handed 
over to India by 2012-end. 

Stating that 26/11 had changed the security matrix, Mr. 
Antony said, the country acknowledged critical requirement of 
maritime security and the Navy's importance. Complimenting 
the Navy for its professionalism, he said : “...Wherever we go 
[foreign countries], the Indian Navy is the most sought-after 
service...numerous countries want more cooperation…” 

The Minister noted that the Navy had been increasing its 
capability to meet the ever-increasing challenges and 
responsibilities and expressed confidence that the maritime 
security of the country was in safe hands. He returned to the 
Capital later on Wednesday. 
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19. Higher Speeds, Hired Guns Drive Somali Piracy Cost 
(REUTERS 08 FEB 12) ... Peter Apps 

LONDON - Somali piracy in the Indian Ocean costs the 
global economy some $7 billion a year, a study said on 
Wednesday, with ships forced to travel faster over longer 
routes and increasingly hire armed security guards. 

"The question for the shipping industry is how long this is 
sustainable," said Anna Bowden, program manager for the 
research by the U.S.-based One Earth Future foundation. 

For the last five years, a few hundred pirates sailing from 
a handful of towns in the Somali enclave of Puntland have 
pushed ever deeper into the Indian Ocean despite the dozens 
of international warships trying to stop them. 

The study showed world governments spending at least 
$1.3 billion trying to control the problem, a figure dwarfed by 
shipping industry costs estimated at up to $5.5 billion. 

The biggest single item was the $2.7 billion it costs for 
lone container ships to hurry through at much higher, and 
much less economic, speeds. Non-container ships with less 
flexibility to increase speed were adopting other costly 
strategies. 

Shippers also spent more than $1 billion on private 
security guards, often armed, a figure that was rising sharply, 
the study showed. Half of all ships were carrying guards by 
the end of last year, against an average of 25 percent for the 
whole year. 

That means the private security companies, many based in 
Britain or elsewhere in northern Europe, that combat the 
pirates were earning much more than the pirates themselves. 

Complacency Setting In? 
The report estimated the total paid in ransoms at $160 

million although the average ransom for a ship paid in 2011 
rose from $4 million to $5 million. 

Whilst slightly fewer ships were taken in 2011, the 
amount of time vessels and crews were held hostage kept 

increasing, as did the level of violence used in attacks and 
against hostages. 

Nonetheless, protective measures have proved relatively 
effective, the study said. So far, pirates have never seized a 
ship travelling faster than 18 knots. Armed private security 
guards also had a 100 percent success rate in protecting ships. 

Shippers have added barb wire and an array of other 
measures to vessels, including "citadels" - armored safe rooms 
in which crews can shelter from attack until naval help arrives. 

That has helped bring down insurance premiums, 
although shippers are still paying some $635 million in extra 
premiums. 

Re-routing ships to hug the Indian coast to avoid the 
mostly unpatrolled Indian Ocean cost $486-680 million. 
Crews demanded some $195 million in higher wages to transit 
the region. 

"A major risk for 2012 is that complacency sets in if we 
think piracy is now under control," said Jens Vestergaard 
Madsen, a senior researcher on the project. "Pirates were less 
successful in 2011, but the piracy problem is still not resolved. 
Ninety nine percent of these costs are spent mitigating the 
problem, not resolving it." 

In its first attempt to put a price tag on Somali piracy a 
year ago, the foundation estimated an annual global cost of $7-
12 billion. 

This year's estimate was at the lower end of that range 
partly because of a better dataset and partly because some 
numbers used earlier, such as estimates from insurance firms 
of ransom costs, appeared unrealistically high, the authors 
said. 

The full report can be found at 
http://oceansbeyondpiracy.org/ 

View Full Report (PDF) 
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20. Russian Navy To Drop Lada Class Subs – CinC Vysotsky 
(RIA NOVOSTI 09 FEB 12) 

MOSCOW - The Russian Navy has decided against 
construction of Lada class submarines (Project 677) and will 
instead modernize its existing boats, Navy Commander-in-

Chief Adm. Vladimir Vysotsky said in an interview with RIA 
Novosti. 
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The design of the diesel-electric Lada class was 
completed at the end of the 1990s, but none of the planned 
boats have entered service, although the lead ship in the class, 
the Saint Petersburg, is undergoing trials with the Baltic Fleet, 
Vysotsky said. 

“The Russian Navy does not need the Lada in its current 
form,” he said. 

Vysotsky also said the first the non-nuclear Russian 
submarine with anaerobic propulsion may begin trials in 2014. 

Currently all of Russia’s submarines are either nuclear or 
diesel-electric powered. 

“It is entirely possible we will receive a test version of an 
air-independent power plant in the next few years. On boats of 
the Lada class, two of which are already laid down. Trials may 
begin in 2014. That is absolutely realistic,” he said. 

In addition, all of Russia’s active strategic submarines 
will be armed with Liner ballistic missiles, an advanced 
version of the Sineva missile, Vysotsky said. 

“For now only those on combat patrol in the Pacific 
Ocean are equipped with them. But in future all our active 
strategic submarines - Delfin and Kalmar (Delta III and Delta 
IV) - will be armed with these missiles,” he said. 

Construction of a new aircraft carrier will begin before 
2020, Vysotsky said. 

“Actual construction of the ship will begin before 2020 
and will be completed after 2020. The design of the new 
carrier complex will be determined in the course of two years, 
by 2014,” he said. 

The Admiral Kuznetsov is currently the Russian Navy’s 
only active aircraft carrier. 

Vysotsky confirmed that the Bulava ballistic missile and 
the strategic nuclear submarine Yury Dolgoruky would enter 
service simultaneously this year. 
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21. UK Will Not Decide F-35 Numbers Before 2015 
(REUTERS 08 FEB 12) ... Rhys Jones and Mohammed Abbas/Reuters 

LONDON - Britain has deferred to 2015 a firm 
commitment on how many Lockheed Martin F-35 Joint Strike 
Fighters it will buy, adding to uncertainties over the 
multinational program which has recently been questioned in 
the U.S. Congress. 

“We will not make final decisions on the overall number 
of aircraft we will order before the next planned Strategic 
Defense Review (in 2015),” a Defense Ministry spokeswoman 
said Feb. 7, adding an initial order would be placed next year. 

The F-35 project ranks as the most expensive U.S. arms 
program but has been criticized for cost overruns at a time 
when next week’s U.S. fiscal 2013 budget plan is expected to 
postpone funding for 179 warplanes until after 2017—a move 
that has prompted international partners to question their own 
procurement plans. 

Britain in 2001 committed to buy 138 of the multirole 
stealth aircraft, but the current coalition government in its 
2010 defense review said it would cut the number of F-35s it 
had on order without saying by how many. 

Britain has so far placed a firm order with Lockheed for 
three F-35 test and evaluation aircraft costing $632 million. 

A spokesman for Lockheed, the top U.S. defense 
contractor, said Britain’s total order had not been revised 
down and remained at 138. Britain was due to receive its first 
F-35 in June. 

Other partners in the project include Canada, Denmark, 
the Netherlands and Norway. 

While there have been reports Britain will cut its order to 
50 F-35s, the Defense Ministry said it did not recognize that 
figure. Expectations for the number of F-35s Britain will 
eventually order have been curtailed since the ministry’s 
decision to use only one aircraft carrier, which will routinely 
have 12 fast jets embarked for operations, while retaining a 
capacity to deploy up to 36. 

In the U.S., cuts to the F-35 program are part of the 
Pentagon’s plan to start implementing $487 billion in defense 
spending reductions over the next decade. 
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22. Missile Systems, Patrol Ships On Belgium’s ‘Urgent’ List 
(DEFENSE NEWS 08 FEB 12) ... Julian Hale 

BRUSSELS — Belgium Defence Minister Pieter De 
Crem has put on his list of “urgent new programs” the 
purchase of AFAB-MR (anti-fortification and anti-armored 
vehicle) medium-range missile systems (up to 2,500 meters) to 
replace its Milan weapon system and two coastal patrol ships. 

Other urgent priorities include buying 111 short-range (up 
to a few hundred meters) anti-fortification and anti-armored 
vehicle missile systems with night vision and 238 projectiles; 
a personal defense weapon to replace the 9mm GP pistol that 
dates to the 1950s; and replacing fire service vehicles for the 
Air Force. 

In the medium term, De Crem wants to replace non-
armored jeeps used by paratroopers with rapid-reaction 
vehicles. In a vision statement released in January, De Crem 
stresses that a number of projects need to be achievable in the 
short term. These are: 

 Taking part in the Multinational Space-based 
Imaging System project with France and Spain. 

 Buying and installing 70 overhead weapon systems 
for the Light Multipurpose Vehicle. 

 Looking for international partners to be involved in 
the maintenance and operation of NH90 helicopters 
(likely to include the Netherlands. Belgium has a 
frigate, the Leopold, adapted to accept Dutch 
NH90s.) 

 Buying armored infantry vehicles and 61 
Multipurpose Protected Vehicles (the Dingo, the 
same vehicle used by Belgium’s main partner, 
Germany, in northern Afghanistan). 

Long-term plans include replacing the F-16s, the 
country’s anti-mine capacity and M-Frigates. In an interview 
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with Belgian newspaper Le Soir in late January, De Crem 
noted that countries such as Denmark, the Netherlands, 
Sweden and Norway have a similar timetable for replacing 
their fighter planes. 

“Do we still need [in Belgium] 60 machines? Shouldn’t 
we buy together, for example with the Dutch and the Danes? I 
am convinced — almost certain — that the purchase of the 
successor to the F-16 will be a pooled purchase,” he said. 

In his vision statement, De Crem also said the Belgian-
Dutch cooperation agreement is a “reference par excellence” 
for multinational cooperation and that the Ministry of Defence 
will move toward standardizing equipment. 

“In this context, it will prioritize multinational 
cooperation for the implementation, management, 
configuration and evolution of equipment, especially for the 
NH90 and A400M programmes,” he wrote. 

As for concrete pooling and sharing plans with other EU 
countries, Kurt Verwilligen, De Crem’s spokesman, said 
Belgium “is waiting for the results of European Defence 
Agency proposals in 11 areas.” 

The overall budget for defense spending is about 2.8 
million euros ($3.7 million), 60 percent of which tends to be 
related to personnel costs. Verwilligen said he did not know 
the amount allocated specifically to defense investment. 
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PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
23. Motor Vehicle Safety Is A Top Priority For NAVSAFECEN 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 08 FEB 12) ... April Phillips, Naval Safety Center Public Affairs 

NORFOLK -- The Naval Safety Center (NAVSAFECEN) 
offers resources to help manage driving risks. 

Fiscal year 2011 was the safest on record in terms of four-
wheel motor vehicle fatalities. Car and truck operators did a 
great job of managing the risks of driving. However, mid-way 
through the second quarter of FY 2012, fatalities are in danger 
of creeping back up. 

As of Feb. 1, 2012, four Sailors have lost their lives in 
four-wheel personal motor vehicle (PMV4) fatalities 
compared to one at the same time in 2011. Motorcycle fatality 
rates are static, with three so far this fiscal year - the same as 
last year at this time. 

NAVSAFECEN's Command Master Chief Dominick 
Torchia recently released a "Safety Broadcast," a one-page 
fact sheet outlining timely information about various trending 
topics. His most recent covers PMV statistics, risk factors, and 
resources for improvement. 

"While we made big strides in reducing the number of 
four-wheel motor vehicle fatalities last year, this is no time to 
declare victory," Torchia said. "Be aware of the biggest risk 
factors - speed, alcohol, fatigue, ejection and distractions - and 
do everything you can to manage those risks." 

Those risk factors - speed, alcohol, fatigue and ejections 
(lack of seat belts) and distractions (SAFE-D) - account for the 

vast majority of motor vehicle mishaps in the Navy and 
nationwide. Motorcycle fatalities are also a continuing 
concern, with their own set of risk factors. However, the 
biggest risk factor Sailors face is completely within their 
control - training. 

"The biggest challenge we face is closing the last tactical 
mile with regard to advanced motorcycle training," Torchia 
said. "Every sportbike rider is required to take the Military 
Sportbike Rider Course (MSRC), but right now there are 
about 2,000 sportbike riders who have not completed it. This 
training has proven value. Nine out of 12 sportbike riders who 
died in FY11 had not attended the course." 

Torchia said the MSRC is provided at no cost to Sailors 
and is designed to be completed during the workday. No leave 
is required to attend the course. It covers both the different 
physical handling characteristics and the required mental 
attitudes for safe operation of these high-performance 
machines. 

The MSRC was created after a spike in motorcycle 
fatalities in 2008, when 33 Sailors lost their lives while riding. 
After an initial training push, the number fell to 13 in FY2010, 
but crept up slightly to 16 in FY11. Eliminating all 
preventable PMV fatalities remains a top priority for 
NAVSAFECEN. 
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24. Navy Separation Process Leaves Sailors In The Dark 
(STARS AND STRIPES 07 FEB 12) ... Matthew M. Burke 

SASEBO NAVAL BASE, Japan — In his first 2 1/2 
years in the Navy, Aeron Crouch jumped three ranks to 
second-class petty officer and appeared to be a rising star 
among the forward-deployed in the Pacific. He was a leader - 
motivated, tenacious, always improving and asking for more, 
tougher, responsibilities. 

His superiors use words like “excellent” and “genius” 
when describing the decorated 27-year-old Sailor. Yet the 
Navy says he’s no longer wanted. 

A bloated defense budget and the sluggish economic 
climate of the country have forced the Navy to downsize, and 
Crouch was one of 3,000 hand-picked Sailors to get caught in 
the crossfire. 

As the 8-year-veteran heads for the door, he is not only 
stung by the rejection and the daunting prospect of landing a 

scarce stateside job while overseas, but also by the news that 
he will never know why he was selected for separation 
through the force-trimming process known as the Enlisted 
Retention Board. 

“I want to know why I got picked,” he said from behind 
the operations desk in Sasebo last month. “I worked hard. I did 
everything I was told to be good in the Navy... I take pride in 
what I do. For my own self-improvement, what did I do that 
didn’t put me above the rest?” 

His feelings of betrayal are shared by others. 
Petty Officer First Class Vilaihan Vongkoth of the USS 

Essex, a single father of two, was also chosen for separation. 
Vongkoth had already made it through one force-cutting 

measure. Like all Sailors up for re-enlistment, he had to prove 
his worth under a program called Perform to Serve. Under the 
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program, the Navy determines who is a valued employee and, 
therefore, worthy of re-enlistment. 

After making it through, Vongkoth signed up for six more 
years of duty, was sent to school, and got new orders to 
Sasebo. 

“I thought I was already set,” Vongkoth said. “Then, I get 
a message saying I was not selected for retention. It’s a big 
shock for me still.” 

As the two men prepare to head back to two of the states 
hardest hit by the recession -- Crouch to Florida and Vongkoth 
to California -- they will likely never find closure: No records 
of the ERB deliberations are kept, according to Lt. Laura 
Stegherr, deputy public affairs officer for the Chief of Naval 
Personnel. 

“During the board, only the votes of board members were 
recorded and no transcriptions were made of board 
proceedings,” Stegherr wrote in an email response to Stars and 
Stripes. “[Board members] cannot disclose specifics of the 
board’s deliberations, and the specific discussions and 
proceedings that take place during these boards are strictly 
confidential and may not be disclosed at any time.” 

The board’s decisions seem to defy logic, Sailors at 
Sasebo Naval Base said. 

Many said they personally know Sailors who went before 
the ERB with failed weigh-ins, fewer commendations, less 
valuable specialty school training - and were retained. 
Stegherr declined to comment as to how the integrity of the 
process could be maintained without records of the 
deliberations. 

Crouch and Vongkoth criticized the Navy for acting like a 
careless corporation, using them during a time of war, only to 
hand out pink slips when the going got rough. 

Crouch stands to receive a severance of several thousand 
dollars but he said it won’t go far as he tries to start a new life. 

Vongkoth, 32, could fare a little better. Due to a provision 
included in the National Defense Authorization Act that was 
signed into law Dec. 31, Vongkoth could still receive 
retirement benefits that would have been due at 20 years of 
active service, including medical and commissary privileges, 
and a reduced monthly stipend - if he agrees to forgo his 
severance. However, he has to apply for the benefits, and there 
is no guarantee he will be approved. The Sailor just made the 
Sept. 1 cut off and will hit 15 years of active service in June. 

Crouch’s commanding officer, Capt. Charles Rock, said 
he was shocked when he was informed the former training 
supervisor and combat systems team trainer off the USS 
Wayne E. Meyer was chosen by the ERB. 

“He is one of those dependable Sailors, always doing 
great work, the kind of guy you rely on day in and day out,” 
Rock said, adding that Crouch might never get an answer to 
his questions, because he has “no distinguishing flaw.” 

Rock also was tasked with passing along the message to 
Vongkoth that he was selected for separation, because he 
arrived for duty at the base shortly before results of the ERB 
were released in November, and the Essex was at sea at the 
time. 

Rock and Capt. David Fluker, Vongkoth’s commanding 
officer onboard the Essex, said the Navy had to make some 
tough decisions with the ERB, because the longer a Sailor has 
stayed in and the more he or she advances, the more vetting is 
done, leaving Sailors with very few flaws for elimination. 

Fluker lost eight out of about 1,000 Sailors on his ship. 
“It’s so ultra-competitive” at that level, Fluker said. “The 

range is so tight.” 
Fluker said he had faith in the board’s fairness and its 

ability to spot signals and indicators to use in placing some 
Sailors above others. 

“It’s an extremely rigorous process,” he said. 
Due in part to low attrition, the Enlisted Retention Board 

was announced in April to trim the force to meet 
congressionally mandated strength quotas, Navy officials said 
at the time. The board reviewed 16,000 Sailors in pay grades 
E-4 to E-8 in 31 overmanned ratings, and by fall, chose about 
3,000 for separation. 

According to Navy directives, Sailors were to be flagged 
for separation due to substandard or declining performance, 
detachment for cause, revocation of security clearance, 
disciplinary problems, running afoul of the law, or -- if for no 
other reason -- to reach quota. Neither Crouch nor Vongkoth 
fit any of those categories except the last one. 

Crouch received three Navy and Marine Corps 
Achievement Medals, completed specialized training at 
expensive schools and got stellar evaluations. 

“Did they just put names in a hat and say, ‘This guy?’ ” 
Crouch said. “That’s what it seems like. There’s a real lack of 
information.” 

Vongkoth, who got out of another specialized hydraulics 
training school in September -- paid for by the military -- said 
he has a blemish-free record. Fluker declined to comment on 
the records of specific Sailors. However, Sailors in Sasebo 
said that being allowed to re-enlist after making it through 
Perform to Serve appears to back up Vongkoth’s claim. 

Fluker and Rock said the Navy tried to use a scalpel with 
its cuts, but it didn’t make it any easier for either of them. 

“I hope the ERB isn’t an enduring thing,” Rock said. 
Fluker said he had seen similar cuts after the end of the 

Cold War, and that they weren’t as deliberate. 
“Every Sailor is critical, and you can never have enough,” 

Fluker said. “You hate to lose anyone, but in our job, no one is 
irreplaceable.” 

Sailors have complained that the ERB process was 
convoluted and unfair. 

Crouch and Vongkoth were preparing for moves to new 
duty stations while trying to get their personnel files updated 
and ready for board review. Crouch said his high operational 
tempo limited his time to consider switching jobs or work on 
getting his records in order – something that moves at a snail’s 
pace in the Navy. 

The board added to confusion by pumping out directives 
exempting some Sailors and including others. Crouch said that 
as more and more Sailors were exempt from the process, he 
watched as his chances of being selected increased in his rate. 

Despite all of this, based on his record, Crouch believed 
he was safe. The board’s precepts said they were targeting 
Sailors with spotty records. 

Vongkoth had made it through the scrutiny of Perform to 
Serve and figured there was no way he could be dismissed. 

“How do I get approved for one and not the other?” he 
asked. 

Crouch’s first reaction was disbelief, followed by anger. 
He had volunteered and served honorably during a time of 
war, and he was being cut loose. 
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“Try explaining that to your family,” Crouch said. 
“They’re like, ‘So you got fired?’ I’m like, ‘Well not really. 
Kind of. I got laid off.’ Nobody really understands unless 
you’ve been in the Navy or military.” 

Crouch – under contract until 2014 -- has trouble hiding 
his dissatisfaction with the process and the fact that the Navy 
is breaching that contract. 

“As it stands right now, I just wasted the last eight years 
of my life,” he said. 

Crouch, Vongkoth and some Sailors who were up for the 
board but were spared talked recently about the anxiety of 
facing cuts while working with a high-operational tempo -- 
believing they could be dismissed at any time. 

“There’s no real security” in the Navy, Vongkoth said. 
Petty Officer 2nd Class Erik Ledyard, who survived this 

year’s board, said while he can’t believe Crouch was chosen, 
he is glad he was not; his wife is pregnant. 

Ledyard said he has started to make changes in case he is 
chosen later for separation, such as putting money aside and 
curbing spending. Despite Navy officials saying no ERB will 
be convened next year, he said he will surely face Perform to 
Serve soon. 

Despite their frustration and anger, Crouch and Vongkoth 
said that the transition assistance program set up by the Navy 
to navigate separation has been very helpful. There are move-
planning websites, calendars and checklists; workshops on 
resume writing; and job fairs. Crouch said it helps if Sailors 
include their spouses each step of the way. Crouch and 

Vongkoth said that their commands have provided timely 
information and support. 

Crouch said people feel bad for those singled out, but the 
Sailors believe the Navy could have done more to explain the 
board process and its decisions. 

As the days go by, Crouch said he gets more and more 
used to a future without the Navy, whether that will be 
working for a contractor or struggling to stay afloat while 
finishing his college degree. He worries about taking care of 
his wife, he said. He is due to receive severance from the 
Navy based on his pay rate and years of service – about 
$25,000 before taxes -- but will only have paid health 
insurance for 180 days. 

Vongkoth said he feels lucky that he is one of nearly 300 
Sailors due for separation who will be considered to receive 
retirement benefits through the Temporary Early Retirement 
Authority. But as a single father with two children, he worries 
about finding full-time work. He said while he scours the state 
of California for a job, his kids will spend a lot of time with 
their grandparents. 

While the men remain relatively positive, a cloud 
constantly looms overhead. 

“I know I’ll be all right,” said Crouch, sounding a bit 
unsure. “I fancy myself as a fairly intelligent person. The 
question is, what am I going to do with my family when I get 
back to the States?” 

“Can we live off the post 9/11 G.I. Bill? Maybe,” he said. 
“But I don’t know for how long.” 
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FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
25. Aviation And Military Biofuels: New Thinking On Finance, Fuels 
(BIOFUELS DIGEST 08 FEB 12) ... Jim Lane 

The U.S. Navy, and a group of international airlines, 
struggle to foster sustainable, affordable aviation biofuels — 
the Navy for warfighting, the airlines for carbon-fighting. 

New thinking in finance may finally clear the runways for 
take-off. 

While most of the United States was focused on the 2012 
Super Bowl, the CSPAN television network snuck a revealing 
interview from Brian Lamb with Secretary of the Navy, 
former Mississippi governor (and ambassador to Saudi 
Arabia) Ray Mabus, onto the airwaves last Sunday night. 

In the interview, Mabus revealed the influence which his 
tenure as U.S. ambassador to Saudi Arabia had on his thinking 
regarding the U.S. military and its energy platforms. 

U.S. Navy Secretary Ray Mabus’ Perspective On 
Energy Security, Warfighting 

“Oil, energy, it’s something I brought into this job [as 
Secretary of the Navy] and how we really shouldn’t be as 
dependent on foreign sources of our energy as we are today 
and it was driven home very loud and clear not only in Saudi 
Arabia, but in that part of the world. 

Mabus restated his five-point plan for the Navy’s 
transition to new energy by 2020. 

“We are too dependent on either potentially or actually 
volatile places on earth to get our energy. Now we’re 
susceptible to supply shocks and even if we’ve got enough, 
we’re susceptible to price shocks. I mean when the Libya 
situation started and the price of oil went up $40 a barrel, that 

was almost a billion dollars additional fuel bill for the U.S. 
Navy.” 

Mabus pointed out that the oil shocks cost the U.S. Navy 
in terms of readiness and operation. “The only place we’ve got 
to go get that money is operations or training, so our ships 
steam less, our planes fly less, we train our Sailors and 
Marines less.” 

His focus, he insists, is not on the adoption of renewable 
energy for reasons of reducing carbon emissions, but U.S. 
naval preparedness. “We’re moving away from it for one 
reason, that is it makes us better war fighters. We would never 
give these countries the opportunities to build our ships, our 
aircraft, our ground vehicles, but we give them a vote in 
whether those ships sail and whether those aircraft fly or those 
ground vehicles operate when we allow them to set the price 
and the supply of our energy and we’ve just got to move away 
from it.” 

But he did point to the U.S. Navy’s role in moving the 
country to new energy platforms, throughout its history. “The 
Navy has led this country in changing energy for a long time 
now, ” he said. 

The Naysayers 
“In the 1850s, we went from sail to coal. In the early part 

of the 20th century, we went from coal to oil. In the 50s, we 
pioneered nuclear. We were the first service, first people to 
ever use nuclear power for transportation. And now, we’re 
changing it again. And every single time, from the 1850s to 
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today, you’ve got nay sayers, they say you’re trading one form 
of energy that you know about, that’s predictable, that’s 
affordable for another that’s not and you just shouldn’t do it. 
And every single time, they’ve been wrong and I’m absolutely 
confident they’re going to be wrong again. 

Mabus restated the Navy’s commitment, specifically, to 
biofuels for marine and aviation fuel. “We just made the 
largest purchase of biofuel, we think in American history. 
We’ve certified all our aircraft, every aircraft the Navy and 
Marine Corp fly for biofuels. We’re doing the same thing with 
our surface fleet today. We’ve got an F-18, the Hornet, that’s 
flown 1.7 times the speed of sound using a 50/50 mix of 
biofuel and aviation gas. 

“We’re looking at second and third generation biofuels 
made from algae, made from things like camelina, which is an 
inedible part of the mustard family and the main source of this 
big biofuel purchase came from inedible grease that came 
from Tyson foods, from cooking chicken basically. So we’re – 
we don’t have a specific technology in mind, we just need the 
energy. 

The Obama Administration’s $510M Commitment To 
Fostering Commercial-Scale Biofuels For Military Use 

The centerpiece of the Navy’s fuels strategy in the near-
term: a Green Strike Group, powered by renewable diesel-
electric engines, nuclear power and aviation biofuels, is able to 
operate independent of fossil fuel supply line threat or 
disruption. 

The group contains a supercarrier; a carrier air wing of 65 
to 70 aircraft; Ticonderoga class, Aegis guided missile 
cruisers; a destroyer squadron; two attack submarines, and a 
combined ammunition, oiler and supply ship. 

The Defense Production Act And Aviation Biofuels 
To ensure that a commercial market for advanced biofuels 

developed, the U.S. Government recently invoked the Defense 
Production Act of 1950, issuing a presidential finding the 
advanced biofuels were total to national security. 

The DPA authorizes the President and Congress to 
directly invest in the commercialization of vital defense 
technologies that would otherwise not reach (or too slowly 
reach) commercial-scale production at affordable prices. In a 
joint announcement by DOE, USDA and the U.S. Navy, each 
branch of government is making available $170 million in 
previously authorized funding, and expects that figure to be 
matched at least 1:1 by the private sector, to provide $1 billion 
towards commercialization of advanced biofuels. 

However, the U.S. House has voted not to approve the 
Navy’s use of existing appropriations to fund its commitment, 
and the DOE has not yet won approval for its commitment, 
which would be funded out of its 2012 budget request. 

New Ideas For The Financing Aviation Biofuels 
Here at the Digest, we continue to see the struggles of 

early-stage biofuels companies to final commercial-scale 
scale-up of their technologies. The venture capital community 
generally funds the pilot and demonstration stages of 
development – and project finance is generally available for 

the second commercial-scale project. But who funds the first 
commercial projects – especially if the U.S. governments DPA 
strategy fails? 

Our take: get creative. For example, why could airlines, 
that are urgently seeking affordable aviation biofuels, provide 
the financing, in the form of advanced payments for aviation 
biofuel orders? 

Here’s how such a scheme might work. 

 Step 1. A consortium of 10 airlines each provide $30 
million, which will ultimately pay for 7.5 million 
gallon initial orders at $4 per gallon, for each airline. 
The cash is provided in the form of a three-year 
construction loan, payable at the airline’s own cost of 
capital. Investors in the advanced biofuels company 
provide the project equity of around $100 million. 

 Step 2. Working with the USDA, the project secures 
a 15-year, affordable feedstock supply; the airlines 
provide 15-year off take contracts, with the U.S. 
Navy providing a backup off take guarantee on the 
full faith and credit of the United States. 

 Step 3. A 38 million-gallon advanced aviation 
biofuel facility is constructed using the airline 
financing and project equity. 

 Step 4. Following completion, start-up and 
demonstration of the facility – essentially, taking out 
the technology risk – the project is refinanced at 
commercially-viable rates using the traditional 
project lending sources, or the bond market. 

 Step 5. The airline’s debt portion is converted to pre-
paid orders, and the 38 million gallon facility delivers 
75 million gallons of fuel to the airline buyers over a 
two-year period. 

 Step 6. Following completion of step four, the 
project moves to a “business as usual” relationship 
with its buyers. 

Would such a step work? Bright financial minds can say 
better. But it does provide a financing vehicle without a U.S. 
government loan guarantee, or direct U.S. investment – and 
delivers commercial-scale aviation biofuels to the market 
within five years. Such a scheme could be repeated to achieve 
the scale necessary to meet military and aviation needs, and 
could be duplicated in other countries. 

Military And Aviation Biofuels Markets Day At The 
Advanced Biofuels Leadership Conference 

We’ll be discussing creative financing, fuel development, 
supply chain and operations in the Digest’s annual Advanced 
Biofuels Leadership Conference, where we have just 
announced our speaker line-up for Military and Aviation 
Biofuels Markets, our special one-day session planned in 
collaboration with the Commercial Aviation Alternative Fuels 
Initiative (CAAFI) and Airlines for America. 

View transcript of the complete interview (16 Pages) 

Return to Index 



 23

 
26. U.S. Defense Budget To Emphasize Asia-Pacific 
(AVIATION WEEK 08 FEB 12) ... Amy Butler, David Fulghum 

WASHINGTON - The Pentagon’s forthcoming $613.4 
billion funding request for next year outlines a series of 
significant cuts—and hints at operational sacrifices—but 
several questions remain unanswered about what is ahead as 
defense spending flattens. 

This budget request is designed not only to slice $487 
billion over 10 years, as required by the Budget Control Act, 
but to shift the Pentagon’s focus to the Asia-Pacific region 
while reducing the U.S. presence in Europe, in accordance 
with the White House’s new military strategy. 

The U.S. Navy plans to procure its first afloat staging 
base, a massive sea-based platform capable of housing special 
operations forces, intelligence-collection systems (such as 
unmanned air systems), short-takeoff-and-vertical-landing 
fighters and rotary-wing aircraft. Though this concept has 
been on the table for a decade, it appears to have gotten 
traction recently as the Pentagon turns its focus east. 

To support a renewed emphasis on defeating anti-access 
challenges, the Pentagon will continue a second year of 
funding for a new bomber, a longtime goal of the U.S. Air 
Force, though a figure has not been provided. The existing 
force structure of 20 stealthy B-2s, 68 B-1s and 94 B-52s will 
also stay intact. In addition, the Navy plans to boost the 
capability of its submarines to launch advanced cruise missiles 
and design a conventional strike missile deployable from 
submarines originally proposed by the George W. Bush 
administration, that met with congressional resistance. 

These details were provided by Defense Secretary Leon 
Panetta and other senior Pentagon leaders during a rare budget 
request preview last month; the actual proposal will be sent to 
Congress Feb. 13. 

In contrast to the focus on strategic forces, the Air Force’s 
tactical aircraft and airlifters are being trimmed. The service 
plans to shutter six of 60 tactical aircraft squadrons—123 
fighters, including 102 A-10s and 21 old F-16s—as well as an 
additional training squadron. This will leave 246 A-10s in the 
fleet. “None of that will impact our ability to dominate the 
skies,” Panetta says, though Air Force leaders have warned 
that retiring fighters, especially after a previous cut of 250 
airframes, does jeopardize the capability to quickly execute 
some missions. 

Panetta also proposes reducing the U.S. Army and Marine 
Corps end strengths following the conclusion of combat 
operations in Iraq and as activities in Afghanistan wind down. 
This is prompting planners to cut back on their airlift fleet. 

The Air Force plans to mothball $1.04 billion worth of 
brand new L-3 Communications/Alenia North America C-
27Js and instead provide the time-sensitive, direct airlift 
support to ground troops using USAF C-130s. The Pentagon’s 
justification is that the C-27J, a small aircraft desired largely 
by the Army as a Sherpa replacement, was not required. “We 
did not experience the anticipated airfield constraints for C-
130 operations in Afghanistan and expect these constraints to 
be marginal in future scenarios,” a Pentagon white paper 
states. Thirteen of the 38 of the aircraft that have been 
delivered could be eligible for sale to an ally but will likely be 
put into storage in the near term; the cost of this has not been 
released. 

Army officials are disappointed by the storing of the C-
27Js and have complained of lackluster support for their 
urgent needs in Afghanistan. Gens. Ray Odierno and Norton 
Schwartz, chiefs of staff for the Army and Air Force, 
respectively, signed a memorandum of understanding late last 
month outlining how the direct-support airlift mission would 
be handled in the future. Odierno was the commander of 
forces in Iraq when the Air Force led an experiment to 
compare use of the C-27J and C-130. “I thought it was a very 
successful test. So ... I’m comfortable with that,” he says. 
“We’ll mitigate the loss of the C-27. I’m not sure we’ll be able 
to completely mitigate it, but that will help at least, as we’re 
deployed, to mitigate that problem.” 

Sixty-five older Lockheed Martin -C-130s will be retired, 
leaving a fleet of 318 of the aircraft; another 27 of the 
company’s C-5As will be retired as well. This will leave the 
Air Force with 52 modified C-5Ms, and 222 Boeing C-17s 
capable of handling strategic airlift missions. 

Meanwhile, the Army and Air Force are putting off some 
helicopter modernization plans. The Army remains committed 
to its purchases of Boeing Chinooks and Apaches as well as 
EADS Lakotas. Though details are not yet out, these efforts 
are slowing. “We’re very comfortable with that because of the 
reset that we’re doing with all our aviation assets as they come 
out of the war zones in Iraq and Afghanistan,” Odierno says. 
“We are still continuing to modernize our fleet, but it’ll be at a 
bit of a slower pace.” 

Still unclear is whether the Army will set aside money to 
move ahead with an armed scout helicopter. The service is 
awaiting approval from acting Pentagon procurement czar 
Frank Kendall to move forward with a demo of candidate 
aircraft this spring, but there is no clear path for a follow-on 
procurement. 

The Air Force has shelved plans in the near term for a 
Common Vertical Lift Support Program helo, which was 
being eyed as a replacement for aging Hueys used for 
executive lift and missile field support work. 

The Air Force’s space programs, many of which had a 
decade of problematic progress, largely got a pass. The 
exception is Northrop Grumman’s $427 million Defense 
Weather Satellite System (DWSS), which the Pentagon is 
terminating; a stop-work order has already been issued owing 
to a cut in the fiscal 2012 budget. The Pentagon says DWSS is 
“premature to need,” although some may argue a new weather 
satellite could be needed as soon as 2018. It is unclear whether 
the Navy’s Mobile User Objective System, a project to 
develop a new UHF satellite constellation, will move forward 
in light of problems with a new payload. 

The Pentagon plans to continue funding for the European 
Phased Adaptive Approach missile defense architecture, 
though it will “accept some risk in deployable regional missile 
defenses” while relying more on allies to provide such a 
capability. This could point to additional sales of both the 
PAC-3 and Terminal High-Altitude Air Defense (Thaad) 
systems abroad. Some questions for missile defense are 
whether the Missile Defense Agency plans to move forward 
with the Persistent Tracking Space System satellite 
constellation optimized for cold-target tracking as warheads 
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travel through space and the so-called SM-3 IIB, designed for 
early intercept of ballistic missiles. 

Though they are in high demand, intelligence assets will 
not go unscathed. The Global Hawk Block 30 is proposed for 
mothballing and termination (see p. 34), 11 RC-26s will be 
retired and a battle-damaged E8-C will not be repaired, says 
Air Force Secretary Michael Donley. And the Raytheon-led 
Joint Land-Attack Cruise Missile Defense Elevated Netted 
Defense System (J-Lens), one of multiple Pentagon blimp-
type intelligence-collection efforts, will be curtailed. 

Air-launched weapons, which are often cut to pay for 
higher-priority needs, are included in the white paper as key 
requirements. Singled out are the upgraded 250-lb. Small-
Diameter Bomb II, which is being designed by Raytheon to 
attack moving targets regardless of weather. Also outlined is a 
need for improved air-to-air missiles, though it is unclear 
whether this is simply a nod to further upgrades to the AIM-
120 and AIM-9 series produced by Raytheon, or perhaps a 

move to a new capability. The Air Force has sought support 
for a next-generation missile that could combine the air-to-air 
capability of the Amraam with the air defense attack mission 
of the High-speed Anti-Radiation Missile (HARM) in a 
platform small enough to fit into the stealthy F-22 and F-35 
weapons bays, but its development is uncertain. 

Panetta is encouraging Congress to accept the 
forthcoming budget proposal as delivered, noting that it 
reflects a delicately balanced approach between reducing force 
numbers and maintaining readiness. In asking for a new round 
of Base Realignment and Closure (BRAC) facilities 
restructurings—which could impact the Air Force—Panetta 
says further savings could be identified by shedding unneeded 
facilities. 

“The savings we are proposing will impact on all 50 
states,” Panetta says. “This will be a test ... of whether 
reducing the deficit is about talk or about action.” 
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27. Marine Aviation Programs Navigate Budget Turbulence Amid Pentagon Cutbacks 
San Diego expected to fare well 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 08 FEB 12) ... Gretel C. Kovach 

As the Defense Department braces for at least $489 
billion in budget cuts over the next decade, the Marine Corps 
has prepared a plan for deeper manpower reductions but hopes 
to retain its major aviation programs, the head of Marine 
aviation said Wednesday. 

Lt. Gen. Terry Robling, deputy commandant for aviation, 
said he could not release specifics of the plan until the 
president and defense leaders speak to Congress next week, 
but San Diego will likely be relatively unscathed by the first 
round of reductions. 

The overall defense budget request for fiscal year 2013 
“is not pretty. We had to take some big cuts,” Robling told a 
meeting of the San Diego Military Advisory Council. In light 
of what he described as painful belt-tightening, “what we 
came up with was the most capable Marine Corps that the 
nation could afford at this time.” 

Last month, the Pentagon announced that the Marine 
Corps would have to reduce its active-duty end strength by 
20,000 Marines, from about 202,000 to 182,000, after combat 
operations end in Afghanistan in 2014. That is almost 5,000 
fewer Marines than the Corps had planned for in a force 
structure review late last year, but more than the Corps’ 
strength of about 173,000 before the Sept. 11 attacks. 

The Corps had planned last year for the smaller cut of 
about 15,000 Marines through deactivation of units affecting 
about 7,000 East Coast Marines and about half that number 
from the 1st Marine Expeditionary Force headquartered at 
Camp Pendleton. 

More units are expected to be deactivated to 
accommodate the additional drawdown, but Col. Sean Gibson, 
a spokesman for Marine Corps Combat Development 
Command, declined to comment Wednesday on which might 
be under consideration. 

So far, units from the West Coast force scheduled for 
elimination or relocation include HMLA-367, which is 
moving its Huey and Cobra helicopters from Camp Pendleton 
to Hawaii, and a company of Twentynine Palms tankers. 

Offsetting the changes, however, will be the 
commandant’s directive to fully staff operational units, which 
have been running with 88 percent to 90 percent manpower in 
recent years, Robling said. 

“For the manpower piece here in San Diego, the Marine 
Corps is actually going to be doing pretty good,” he said. 
“We’re going to be manned at more people in those units, so 
you won’t see much of a difference.” 

Miramar Marine Corps Air Station will be swapping 
several units in coming years and eventually will lose its 
Hornet training squadron when the new F-35 Joint Strike 
Fighter jet arrives in San Diego about a decade from now. 

“We’ve got aircraft transitioning, people moving and 
squadrons relocating to uphold the Marine Corps aviation plan 
as a whole,” said 1st Lt. Maureen Dooley, a spokeswoman for 
the 3rd Marine Aircraft Wing. But overall, “we’re not really 
losing personnel.” 

Whatever manpower reductions are made to the Corps 
will be handled through attrition and retirement, said Master 
Gunnery Sgt. Mark Oliva, public affairs chief for the 1st 
Marine Expeditionary Force. “You’re not going to see 3,500 
Marines get their pink slips tomorrow. 

“Does everyone always want more Marines? Sure. You 
could always use one more Marine, but we’re still at a very 
healthy level.” 

The national budget crisis comes at the worst possible 
time for the Corps as it phases in expensive, long-awaited 
aviation programs and repairs or replaces equipment battered 
after a decade of combat, Robling said. 

For example, the Navy purchased upgrades to the Hornet 
F/A-18 fighter jet, but the Corps made do with older models 
while waiting for development of the Joint Strike Fighter, 
which has been plagued by delays and cost overruns. 

Defense Secretary Leon Panetta removed the Marine 
variant of the stealth jet — which can take off on short 
runways and land vertically on amphibious assault ships — 
from probation last month after engineering fixes and 
favorable flight testing, a move criticized as “premature” by 
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Sens. Carl Levin, D-Mich., and John McCain, R-Ariz., the 
ranking members of the Senate Armed Services Committee. 

Despite the austere budget climate and the jet’s staggering 
price tag estimated at well over $100 million per aircraft, 
Robling said the Corps needs the full complement of 420 Joint 
Strike Fighters, including 80 of the Navy’s carrier variant. To 
make it more affordable, “we actually need to up the 
production ramp,” he said. By bringing down the per unit cost, 

“it becomes exactly the aircraft that this nation needs at a price 
that we can afford.” 

The Corps also plans to continue phasing in its Osprey V-
22s, the tilt rotor aircraft that can land like a helicopter and fly 
like a plane. By stretching the purchases over a longer period 
of time, the Corps hopes to acquire all 360 called for in its 
aviation plans. 
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28. Common Standards Evade Unmanned Ops, Admiral Says 
(AOL DEFENSE 08 FEB 12) ... Carlo Munoz 

WASHINGTON - Despite the tremendous impact 
unmanned systems are having on the battlefield, military 
leaders still struggle to get intelligence gathered from these 
systems into the hands of those who need it. 

The systems designed to stream raw data collected by the 
diverse fleet of unmanned systems in the field continued to 
hamstring combatant commanders and Pentagon leaders alike, 
Rear Adm. Bill Shannon, the Navy's program executive 
officer for unmanned aviation and strike weapons, said today. 
These systems are designed to handle the back-end of 
intelligence, surveillance and reconnaissance operations. 

The problem with those processing, exploitation and 
dissemination (PED) tools is that there is no commonality 
between the various systems build to do that job, Shannon 
said. It has become a monumental task to shift data between 
the various service-centric relay nodes that take data from 
UAS and move them into the PED cycle. Questions over who 
needs to have access to what data and how to move data 
across services have been hurdles for which DoD strategists 
have yet to find solutions. 

Top Pentagon brass began to tackle the problem in earnest 
in 2008, when then-Defense Secretary Robert Gates criticized 
the services -- particularly the Air Force -- for not providing 
enough UAS to combat commanders in Southwest Asia. 
During his speech at the Air War College, Gates infamously 
said getting UAS assets into the field was "like pulling teeth.” 
Shortly thereafter, all the services began flooding the seas and 
skies with unmanned systems. But that increase created 
problems for service intel analysts, who suddenly were 
inundated with reams of raw data collected by these new 
assets. That problem continues to this day, according to 
Shannon. 

Since then, steps have been taken to help streamline that 
PED process, the two-star admiral said. DoD has been mulling 
ways to establish a set of common protocols and processes to 
help ease pressure off of service analysts. Even with those 
changes, the systems managing the PED process are too tied to 
the specific services. The problem is that with the boom in 
UAS operations, the number of stakeholders DoD must please 
in developing a common PED process has skyrocketed, 
Shannon said. That is akin to "boiling the ocean" where it's 
almost guaranteed someone won't be satisfied. As DoD tries to 
wade its way through that process, the services have begun 
their own work to find commonality in their own UAS 
portfolios. 

Navy and Air Force leaders are already taking steps 
towards this goal. Service leaders are working on a common 
ground control station for the Air Force's Global Hawk and the 
Navy's Broad Area Maritime Surveillance UAS, based on the 
Global Hawk. Shannon's shop is looking at levels of 
commonality between UAS systems and the Navy's surface 
warships, he said. Those "levels of integration" could be key 
in getting ships and drones to work together. And Navy 
leaders are installing ISR support systems into their fleet of 
amphibious ships, Marine Corps Col. James Rector, program 
manager for small tactical UAS systems at Naval Air Systems 
Command said at the Association of Unmanned vehicle 
Systems International conference here today. 

ISR support systems, focusing on PED work, are being 
installed aboard the USS Gunston Hall and USS San Antonio, 
he said. The goal is to have a ship-based ISR support system 
for each Marine Expeditionary Unit in the service. These 
systems will support the new RQ21A Integrator, which will be 
the service's primary Small Tactical UAS system, once it's 
fully developed. 
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29. High-Speed Railgun Moves Forward, Despite Navy Budget Cuts 
(STARS AND STRIPES 09 FEB 12) ... Erik Slavin 

YOKOSUKA NAVAL BASE, Japan — The Navy is a 
small step closer to developing a shipborne electromagnetic 
railgun that could one day strike targets hundreds of miles 
away in less than six minutes. 

Researchers will soon test the first industrially made 
prototype of the railgun, which uses magnetic fields instead of 
chemicals to launch projectiles at speeds ranging from 4,500 
mph to 5,600 mph, the Office of Naval Research announced 
Monday. 

Program managers say the industrial prototype represents 
a step beyond the Navy laboratory-made model that set 
records in December 2010, when it fired using 33 megajoules 

of energy, or enough electricity to launch a projectile 100 
nautical miles. 

One megajoule of energy is equivalent to a 1-ton car 
traveling at 100 mph. 

The prototype’s delivery and development also 
demonstrate something equally important as its scientific 
advances — its resiliency to budget cuts. 

In October, Chief of Naval Operations Adm. Jonathan 
Greenert told Stars and Stripes that future weapons systems 
would be on the chopping block, as the Navy followed a 
Pentagon mandate to curtail spending. 
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“There are some technology investments that we have out 
there in future systems that have too high a risk 
technologically, that I’m not certain — in fact, that I know — 
we’re going to have to defer,” Greenert said at the time. “We 
can’t afford the luxury of continuing to subsidize that 
development.” 

Greenert did not specifically refer to the railgun, but it 
was clearly in the crosshairs; the Senate Armed Services 
Committee had voted to terminate the project. 

A budget deal struck with the House in December saved 
it, under the condition that the Navy provide a report to 
Congress on the system within six months. 

The program has cost more than $200 million since its 
inception in 2005, according to Senate reports. 

On Jan. 30, Naval Sea Systems Command awarded 
Raytheon, BAE Systems and General Atomics a $10 million 
contract to develop a pulsed power system that could be used 
for the railgun and other future systems. 

If developed on schedule, the power system would allow 
the railgun to fire six to 10 rounds per minute at a range of 200 
nautical miles by 2017, according to Office of Naval Research 
estimates. 

At that rate, the weapon would become useful in targeting 
not only ships and land targets, but enemy cruise and ballistic 
missiles. 

In January, the U.S. noted the “proliferation of ballistic 
missiles” as a particular concern in a strategic document 
signed by both President Barack Obama and Defense 
Secretary Leon Panetta. 

Researchers and engineers must still overcome multiple 
challenges before the railgun is ready for combat. The intense 
heat caused by the electricity as its forms the magnetic fields 
degrades the metal gun rails and poses potential risks to its 
operators. 

The Navy estimates that the weapon would be ready 
sometime between 2020 and 2025, barring any future budget 
cuts. 
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30. Kendall: Defense Department Aiming To Increase Foreign Arms Sales 
(INSIDE THE PENTAGON 09 FEB 12) ... Jason Sherman 

NEW YORK -- The Defense Department hopes to ratchet 
up foreign sales of U.S. weapons, a senior Pentagon official 
said Wednesday, seeking new deals that could advance 
numerous policy aims including higher procurement rates that 
would aid the U.S. military as it braces for a prolonged period 
of fiscal belt-tightening. 

Acting DOD acquisition chief Frank Kendall told Wall 
Street investors and defense industry executives that he is 
working with the Pentagon's top policy official -- who guides 
decisions about foreign military sales in cooperation with the 
State Department -- to find ways to facilitate more overseas 
deals. 

"We've always been supportive of FMS but I think we can 
up our game a little bit," Kendall said at a Feb. 8 aerospace 
and defense conference organized by Cowen and Company, an 
investment bank. "And maybe in some cases take a look at 
taking a little bit more risk then we've been willing to take in 
the past." 

Government-to-government sales of U.S. military 
equipment totaled $28.3 billion in fiscal year 2011, with 
Afghanistan, Taiwan and India accounting for more than 50 
percent of the total, according to the Defense Security 
Cooperation Agency, which manages foreign sales for the 
Pentagon. 

DSCA estimates it will secure foreign military sales worth 
$30.5 billion this fiscal year, which ends Sept. 30, a Pentagon 
official told InsideDefense.com Wednesday. If realized, that 
estimate would reflect a 2.1 percent increase over FY-11. 

The $30.5 billion "baseline" forecast does not include the 
$29.3 billion sale to Saudi Arabia of F-15 fighters and combat 
helicopters finalized in December. Once the Saudi deal -- an 
unusually large arms package -- is factored in, the Pentagon 
estimates foreign military sales in FY-12 will total $59.8 
billion, a previously unreported figure. 

"We're also going to be encouraging foreign military 
sales," Kendall said. "I'm spending more time now in foreign 
countries than I anticipated in this job. Part of that is to help 
with foreign sales." 

Kendall said selling U.S. military equipment can forge 
relationships with allies and partner nations. "They help 
everybody," he added. "They help us from a policy 
perspective, in terms of our relationship with our friends 
around the world . . . they obviously help in terms of 
economies of scale for our products [and] they help with 
interoperability at the operational level." 

The Pentagon, which must work closely with the State 
Department in drawing up potential foreign arms sales, 
believes such deals support national defense and foreign 
policy goals by helping allies acquire equipment and training 
needed to provide for their own defense while being 
interoperable with the United States during coalition 
operations. 

Last month, Defense Secretary Leon Panetta issued new 
strategic guidance designed to inform planned spending 
reductions of nearly $500 billion over the next decade, 
guidance that calls for the Pentagon to help build the capacity 
of partner militaries around the world. Asked Feb. 8 if that 
part of the guidance would lead to greater foreign military 
sales, Kendall said: "Yes, I would hope there would be," 
adding that he is working with James Miller, the acting under 
secretary of defense for policy, on options for increasing 
foreign sales. 

In FY-11, the top 10 buyers of U.S. military equipment 
through sales managed by the Pentagon were the Afghan 
Security Forces, accounting for $5.4 billion; Taiwan, $4.9 
billion; India, $4.5 billion; Australia, $3.9 billion; Saudi 
Arabia, $3.5 billion; Iraq, $2 billion; the United Arab 
Emirates, $1.5 billion; Israel, $1.4 billion; Japan, $500 
million; and Sweden, $500 million. 
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BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
31. Renovation Brings Navy Base Services Together 
(KITSAP SUN 08 FEB 12) ... Ed Friedrich 

BREMERTON — The Navy has transformed a World 
War II-era hospital wing into a convenient, efficient service 
center. 

Building 491, just inside Naval Base Kitsap's Naval 
Avenue gate, retained its regal brick facade, but the interior 
was renovated to accommodate educational, religious and 
financial offices. 

Oversized hallways? Gone. Patient rooms with 
bathrooms? Gone. Lead paint? Gone. Poor heating and 
lighting? Gone. The interior was stripped to the studs. 

Consolidated within the reconfigured facility are Navy 
College, Navy-Marine Corps Relief Society, Religious 
Enrichment Development Operations, chaplains, career 
counselors and voting assistance representatives. 

"We now have all of these services right in the middle of 
where everybody lives," base spokesman Tom Danaher said of 
the surrounding bachelor's quarters. 

A double ribbon-cutting Friday will celebrate completion 
of the $6.7 million remodel, along with a new $4.2 million 
child-care facility down the street. 

The Building 491 project, which began in December 
2010, presented historical preservation challenges for Gig 
Harbor's Washington Patriot Construction. The 1942 exterior 
had to be left intact except for the windows, which were 
replaced with blast-resistant and energy-efficient glass, said 
Zerah Florance, the company's Building 491 quality control 
manager. The windows are wrapped in tubular steel to keep 
them from blowing in, but it also made them harder to install 
because the building had shifted in 70 years. The exterior 
couldn't be changed, so a seismic upgrade was forced inside. 
Nearly 2-foot-deep window wells hint where the concrete 
below was widened and reinforced. 

Original green shingles were replaced with green 
shingles, copper flashing with copper flashing, copper roof 
vents reinstalled, and oak entrance doors restored. 

"I think it turned out great," said Florance, adding that 
some of the workers were born in the hospital. "It was really 
neat that the outside retained its original character." 

Navy College had been in Building 853, which will be 
torn down as part of this project. It's the umbrella over the 
Navy's many educational opportunities, the gateway to people 
getting into the right programs and classes. No longer must its 
employees plug in portable heaters to keep down the chill 
coming through electrical outlets. 

"This is probably the flagship of energy efficiency," said 
Gil Williams, Navy College site director. 

The program had four "semi-usable" classrooms; now, it 
boasts seven high-tech ones, including the only science lab on 
any Navy base in the country, Williams says. Its green metal 
cabinets, like many things from the old building, were 
recycled, from the hospital pharmacy. 

"This is huge," Glenn Karrmann, West Coast director of 
military education for Vincennes University, said of the lab. 
"This puts us head and shoulders in front of other bases in 
terms of what we can offer in science." 

Building 491 is available to anybody, especially during 
the day when there aren't classes going on. 

"You just have to get hold of us, and we'll make it work," 
Williams said. 

Putting all the support services together creates more 
visibility for the services and greater convenience for their 
customers. Lt. Mark Beaudet, a chaplain for Chaplain's 
Religious Enrichment Development Operations, said it's no 
longer difficult to find him, and he enjoys talking to Sailors en 
route to other services. 

The Navy-Marine Corps Relief Society was in Building 
491, left during the renovation, and came back. 

"It's 100 percent different, the whole layout" director 
Mary Kay said. "It is a smaller space, but a better-planned 
space." 

Employees of the nonprofit service, which relies largely 
on donations and volunteers, especially appreciate the 
openness and privacy, including two caseworker rooms. The 
group primarily provides emergency loans and grants, 
$525,000 last year alone. 

There are no kids yet at the base's new child development 
center, but March 12 the brick-and-board modular building 
will be teeming with 64 children up to 3 years old. 

"We're focused on the youngest children, where the 
greatest demand is," said Lynne Flynn, Naval Base Kitsap 
fleet and family readiness director. 

The center was built off site in 11 sections, brought on 
base and assembled. It features three age-appropriate 
playgrounds, adequate parking, in-floor heating, closed-circuit 
TV and pinch-proof doors. It's primarily for active-duty 
parents, but shipyard workers can sign up their youngsters if 
space is available. 
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32. Navy Exercises New Law To Withhold Maps Of Base Near Port Townsend 
(KITSAP (WA) SUN 08 FEB 12) ... Christopher Dunagan 

INDIAN ISLAND — The Navy has quickly embraced a 
new federal law that allows the secretary of defense to 
withhold information regarding "critical infrastructure" — 
including the potential location of explosives. 

Just as quickly, open-government groups in Washington 
state and across the country are clamoring for Congress to 
revise the new law. They want to ensure that the military fairly 
considers the public's need to know. 

The new law, approved by Congress as part of the 
Defense Authorization Bill, was signed by President Barack 

Obama on Dec. 31. It allows the secretary of defense or his 
designee to withhold "critical infrastructure security 
information," provided "the public interest consideration ... 
does not outweigh preventing disclosure of such information." 

A major problem with the new law is that it does not 
adequately define "critical infrastructure" and provides no way 
to appeal disclosure decisions, said Ken Bunting of the 
National Freedom of Information Coalition. 

"We don't need a sweeping exemption for anyone in 
government," Bunting said. "The government should never be 
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given carte blanche to withhold information without any way 
for the public to appeal." 

At the forefront of the debate is a request for specialized 
maps of Naval Magazine Indian Island near Port Townsend. 
The maps describe blast zones surrounding the Navy's 
ammunition depot. 

Seattle resident Glen Milner, who requested the maps, 
argues that residents living near Indian Island have a right to 
know whether they could be injured or their homes damaged 
by explosions, accidental or otherwise. Having the 
information, Milner says, could help residents prepare their 
property to avoid problems. 

The Navy has argued that the maps could allow someone 
with ill intent to identify the exact locations where munitions 
are stored. 

A lawsuit filed by Milner under the federal Freedom of 
Information Act made its way to the U.S. Supreme Court. The 
court ruled that the Navy could not refuse to disclose the 
information based on an exemption for "internal personnel 
rules and practices." The exemption — the second in the law 
— was so commonly used by federal agencies that it was 
given the nickname "High 2." 

The Milner case was returned to U.S. District Court in 
Seattle to determine whether another exemption might apply. 
The Navy is now asking the judge to condone nondisclosure 
under Exemption 7, which protects "information compiled for 
law enforcement purposes." The exemption could apply if the 
release of records "could reasonably be expected to endanger 
the life or physical safety of any individual." 

While a ruling on that exemption was pending before 
Judge John Coughenour, the Navy filed a notice of its intent to 
use the special military exemption for the first time. 

The notice filed by Assistant U.S. Attorney Peter Winn 
states, "As relevant to this case, the definition of critical 
infrastructure security information specifically includes 
'information regarding the securing and safeguarding of 
explosives ... including vulnerability assessments prepared by 

or on behalf of the Department of Defense, explosives safety 
information (including storage and handling) and other site-
specific information on or relating to installation security.'" 

Documents in question may be sensitive but are not 
marked "classified," because some people who need the 
information may not have an appropriate security clearance, 
noted Cmdr. Gary Martin, commanding officer of Indian 
Island, in a signed declaration. 

The Navy has begun an "administrative process" to make 
sure the public interest in the disclosure does not outweigh the 
need for nondisclosure, according to the notice. The process is 
expected to be completed within 60 days. 

Attorney Katherine George, an expert in public-records 
laws, said the new law contains no provisions for the public to 
challenge the decision by the Defense Department. Unlike the 
Freedom of Information Act, which spells out the exemptions, 
the new law allows an administrator — one likely to support 
nondisclosure — to balance the arguments between disclosure 
against nondisclosure. 

George has drafted language that would allow such 
decisions to be subject to judicial review, as with other 
exemptions under the Freedom of Information Act. 

Another option being considered, she said, is to require 
the Defense Department to undergo formal rule-making, 
resulting in public comments and more complete descriptions 
of what may and may not be withheld. 

The conversation among open-government advocates 
started last week. So far, no member of Congress has 
submitted legislation addressing the concerns. 

Milner said he is disappointed that Washington's 
congressional delegation failed to weigh in on the issue before 
the new law was passed, despite a petition in opposition from 
residents of Jefferson County and a resolution by the Port 
Townsend City Council. 

"We have plenty of sophisticated military hardware in the 
Puget Sound region," Milner said, "and people have a right to 
know about the risks to their community." 
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33. U.S., Japan Scale Back Plan To Move Base 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 09 FEB 12) ... Yuka Hayashi 

The U.S. and Japanese governments, bowing to local 
opposition, agreed to scale back a long-controversial plan to 
relocate American military forces on the southern island of 
Okinawa. 

The change will set aside plans made six years ago to 
build a new Marine Corps base in Okinawa, but allows the 
two countries to move ahead with transferring thousands of 
Marines to Guam. 

While both governments said the plans to build the new 
base are still alive, the agreement was an acknowledgment that 
it won't be built soon, and the current base will remain as it is 
for now. 

The proposed base—in a scenic coastal hamlet in 
Henoko, in northeastern Okinawa—is widely unpopular 
among island residents. Many say the current facility, the 
Futenma air base in Ginowan city, should be closed and 
moved overseas or elsewhere in Japan. Okinawa hosts three-
quarters of all U.S. bases in Japan. 

Resistance to the U.S.-Japan military realignment has 
claimed the tenure of one Japanese prime minister and stalled 
the bilateral agreement since 2009. 

Okinawan opposition has been made worse in recent 
years by bickering between local politicians and policy makers 
in Tokyo, highlighting weaknesses of Japan's political 
leadership. 

"We have come to a judgment that we won't be able to 
resolve the stalemate under the current framework," Foreign 
Minister Koichiro Genba said. 

The Futenma base, which is located in a densely 
populated area of Okinawa, is just one of dozens of U.S. 
military bases and facilities scattered across Okinawa, but it 
has sparked the most controversy. 

In 2006, the U.S. and Japan agreed to close the Futenma 
base in exchange for building a facility in Henoko and 
reducing the number of U.S. troops on the island. 

Pentagon spokesman George Little said Wednesday that 
the agreement to decouple the two issues—relocating Futenma 
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and reducing the overall number of troops—will allow the two 
countries to make progress on each effort separately. 

The agreement was a sign that both the U.S. and Japan 
were moving "to cut their losses" on earlier agreements, said 
Victor Cha, a senior adviser at the Center for Strategic and 
International Studies. 

The modified Okinawa plan, which is set to be completed 
over the next few months, appeared to also reduce the number 
of troops that would be moved out of Okinawa. It now calls 
for moving roughly 6,000 Marines and their families to Guam, 
down from 8,000 envisioned previously. 

The two nations said the size of the transfer to Guam is in 
line with the original plan from 2006, when there were 18,000 
troops on Okinawa. The number of troops to remain will be 
unchanged at about 10,000, because the overall size of the 
deployment in Okinawa had declined to 16,000 over the past 
few years. 

The mayor of Nago, the city that would host the new 
Henoko base, reiterated his opposition to continued talks about 
possibly relocating the facility to his city. 

"We aren't requesting these existing bases be moved out, 
and we don't reject the Japan-U.S. security alliance. But we 
can't put up with an additional burden stemming from the 
construction of a new military base,” Mayor Susumu Inamine 
said. 

The modified agreement also drew harsh criticism in the 
island's newspapers. "We can never accept this," said a 
Thursday editorial in the Ryukyu Shimpo headlined "Are 
People's Lives and Human Rights Secondary?" 

However, the new pact did receive muted praise in a 
statement issued by Okinawa Gov. Hirokazu Nakaima, who 
welcomed the prospect of transferring Marines elsewhere. 
"This could lead to a reduction of the U.S. military base, a 
desire of the Okinawans," But he made clear that didn't soften 
his opposition to the new Henoko base, saying: "We want 
Futenma moved out of Okinawa." 

Since sweeping to power in 2009, the ruling Democratic 
Party of Japan has flip-flopped on its own Okinawa base 
policy, and the new agreement underscores the government's 
failure to garner support for its key domestic policies, which 
also include a sales tax and efforts to join a regional trade 
agreement. 

"This is the result of the failure of the Japanese 
government to resolve a domestic issue as it had promised to 
do," said Kunihiko Miyake, a former foreign ministry official 
who is now a research director at the Canon Institute for 
Global Studies. "Until trust between Okinawa and Tokyo is 
restored, Japan's national-security policy won't function 
properly." 

Many officials and analysts in both nations have come to 
believe building a new facility as unrealistic. Sen. Jim Webb 
(D., Va.) said in an interview with a Japanese weekly that the 
two nations are "paralyzed" by the options under the plan. 

Sen. Webb said Wednesday the latest agreement was 
"another acknowledgment by the governments of the United 
States and Japan that the 2006 Roadmap Agreement must be 
adjusted." 

For the U.S., the revision of the realignment plan comes 
at a time when the nation is reinforcing its defense strategy in 
the Asia-Pacific region and winding down operations in Iraq 
and Afghanistan. 

The U.S. seeks to diversify its presence in the Western 
Pacific at a time when China is flexing its military might in 
the region, even as cuts are made to the overall U.S. military 
budget. 

President Barack Obama pledged during a visit to the 
region in November that the U.S. would maintain spending in 
the Asia-Pacific and "more broadly distribute" its regional 
defense capability, while maintaining a strong presence in 
Japan and South Korea. 

The agreement on Okinawa should accelerate an effort by 
the U.S. to reposition the Marine Corps around Asia, said Mr. 
Cha of the Center for Strategic and International Studies. 

The U.S. has said it will rotate forces to a training base in 
Australia and is considering moving Marines to South Korea, 
as well as to Guam. The U.S. has also said it will expand its 
presence in the Philippines. 

"It fits with the traditional mission of the Marines, which 
is to be a mobile force," said Mr. Cha. "So being in Korea, 
Australia and being places where they will be less restricted in 
their training is good for readiness, and it is good for security." 

Such moves, however, have worried some in Japan that 
their country is becoming less important as an ally to the U.S. 

Sidebar: Work In Progress 
The U.S. presence on Okinawa 

 1945 - U.S. military builds the Futenma airfield after 
defeating Japan in the battle of Okinawa. 

 1995 - The rape of an Okinawan schoolgirl by three 
U.S. servicemen sets off widespread antibase rallies. 

 1996 - Japan and the U.S. agree to relocate Futenma 
to a city in northern Okinawa. 

 2004 - The crash of a Marine helicopter into a college 
next to Futenma raises safety concerns. 

 2006 - U.S. and Japan agree to a road map for 
reshuffling U.S. troops to reduce the burden on 
Okinawa. Plan includes moving 8,000 troops from 
Okinawa to Guam, and building a runway in northern 
Okinawa, at Henoko Bay. It also calls for shuffling 
personnel and functions between bases. 

 2009 - Yukio Hatoyama of the Democratic Party of 
Japan is elected prime minister—ending a half-
century of rule by a pro-U.S. party—after a campaign 
that included a pledge to move the Futenma base off 
Okinawa. 

 Jan. 2010 - New mayor of Nago, which oversees 
Henoko, pledges to block base there. 

 May-June 2010 - Premier Hatoyama promises U.S. 
that Japan will stick with Henoko plan, then resigns 
for reversing his campaign promise. Successor Naoto 
Kan pledges to stick to the 2006 bilateral accord with 
the U.S. 

 Nov. 2010 - Governor of Okinawa re-elected on 
antibase platform. 

 Sept. 2011 - New Premier Yoshihiko Noda pledges 
to stick with Henoko base plan. 

 Feb. 2012 - Japan, U.S. agree to revise the 2006 plan. 
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34. The Greening Of Guantanamo 
Better known for its experiment in offshore detention, interrogation and military justice, Guantanamo is also 
a lab for environmental exploration 
(MIAMI HERALD 08 FEB 12) ... Carol Rosenberg 

GUANTANAMO BAY NAVY BASE, Cuba -- Solar-
powered lights serve as sentries where U.S. Marines once 
faced-off along the Cuban frontier. A team of Navy cops now 
rides bikes rather than gas-guzzling patrol cars in the searing 
Caribbean sunshine. 

In this remote corner of Cuba that is better known as a lab 
for Pentagon justice and interrogation, the U.S. Navy has been 
quietly engaging in more low-profile offshore experimentation 
— seeking environmentally friendly alternatives to reduce its 
whopping $100,000-a-day fossil fuel dependence. 

It’s a Navy-wide goal to halve dependence on fossil fuels 
by 2020. But the greening of Gitmo, as this base is known, 
comes with a particular challenge. 

The base that today houses 6,000 people makes all its 
own electricity and desalinates its own water. It has done so 
ever since the 1960s when Rear Adm. John Bulkeley, then 
base commander, faced down Fidel Castro and cut off the 
naval station from Cuba’s water and power supply. 

Everything from diesel fuel to spare parts arrives by ship 
or aircraft, more than tripling the price of power, according to 
base estimates. 

“From my perspective certainly the greening of Gitmo is 
important,” says U.S. Navy Capt. Kirk Hibbert, the base 
commander. National security is paramount, he said, but the 
Navy mandate to curb consumption “has an effect on almost 
everything we do here.” 

Hibbert’s the man who put a pair of Navy cops on bikes 
to patrol the base rather than sit inside air-conditioned sport 
utility vehicles, an $800-a-year savings that sends a symbolic 
message. And it’s been on his watch that a contractor has 
started building a huge solar array behind the base’s high 
school. 

Guantanamo can strike visitors as a small slice of 
Americana, with its trailer parks and tract housing, a hilltop 
church, McDonald’s, cinemas and schools. But it’s a base 
behind a Cuban minefield with the Navy controlling who may 
come and who may go and who gets water and electricity. 

Commanders like to compare it to a ship at sea — except 
this one is towing the most expensive prison on earth. 

By base estimates, it costs $32,000 a day, or $11.7 million 
a year, to keep the lights on and water flowing to the 171 
captives at the Pentagon’s prison camps and 1,850 U.S. forces 
and contractors who work there. 

The Defense Department set up the detention center a 
decade ago, temporarily, at a time when the Navy was already 
tinkering with energy efficiencies. 

In 2005, a Massachusetts firm installed four 270-foot-tall 
windmills on Guantanamo’s highest hill with visions of 
capturing up to 25 percent of the base’s power consumption 
from the Caribbean trade winds. But that analysis did not 
consider the never-ending nature of detention operations here, 
a venture that tripled the base population and sent construction 
costs soaring, from the coastal prison camps to the crude war 
court compound built atop an abandoned airfield. 

“We get a lot of attention here because we are such an 
expensive base in the Navy,” says Arthur Torley, a senior 
civilian worker at Guantanamo’s version of a small-town 
Department of Public Works. “Gitmo, to me, is even more of a 
priority because of the expense. They would much rather 
spend money fixing planes and ships than dumping fuel into 
Gitmo.” 

So he’s got his workers using a fleet of 24 solar-powered 
minis, squat little electrical vans with panels on their roofs. 
They arrived this summer, and can go about 35 miles before 
needing a charge, just about right for a week’s worth of work 
on the 45-square-mile outpost. 

Hibbard cautions against seeing the base as a site for 
random experimentation, of “just taking stuff and throwing it 
up against the wall and seeing what sticks.” Because it’s 
remote, and because importing goods and services is so 
expensive, the Navy engages in “a lot of analysis” ahead of 
time to figure out what might work. 

But Guantanamo’s location — in the tropics straddling a 
bay — does make it fertile ground for innovations such as 
these: 

 Two Florida firms, Solar Source of Tampa and 
TerraSmart of Fort Myers, are the contractor and 
supplier of a 1,200-panel solar array behind the base 
high school, just below the scrubby nine-hole golf 
course. It should produce 430,000 kilowatt hours a 
year and power the base’s popular no-charge gym, 
which doubles as a hurricane shelter. 

 There also have been email exchanges about whether 
the base could grow algae, as biofuel, inside a 
floating field of wastewater discharged into 
Guantanamo Bay. “NASA scientists are exploring 
this technology,” says base spokesman Terence Peck. 
“No decisions have been made for experimental 
locations as of yet.” 

 In 2007, a Public Works officer bought a bioreactor 
off the Internet and tried his hand at extracting fuel 
from used cooking oil. It was abandoned after eight 
months, according to base environmental director 
Mike McCord, as too labor-intensive and potentially 
dangerous because of the chemicals needed for the 
conversion process. 

 The Navy put in artificial turf at Cooper Field, the 
outdoor sports complex, to save on the fuel for 
desalinating water for the baseball diamond and 
soccer pitch. 

Guantanamo is also the first Navy base in the southeast 
region — stretching from Fort Worth, Texas, to Charleston, 
S.C., to Cuba — to introduce mock utility bills. 

Since the military picks up the troops’ tab, the faux bills 
are meant to shock Sailors and their families into conserving 
by estimating base household power costs. They come in at 
nearly 3.5 times the price of an average U.S. household. 
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The bills have had the desired “wow!” effect. 
Guantanamo human resources worker Ambroshia Jefferson-
Smith felt her stomach turn in October when she got her 
$1,021.79 mock bill for a month of power at the single-story, 
ranch-style house she shares with her 15-year-old son, five 
television sets and a cat. 

“It’s like coming home when you have been on holiday 
and getting that big credit card bill,” she said. “You don’t see 
anything tangible there, and you realize you have consumed a 
lot of electricity and water.” 

By her estimate, the bill would be seven times the sum 
she would pay back home in Mississippi. So now she makes 
sure all the TVs are turned off, including the one on the 
backyard patio, and lowers the AC before she heads to work. 

Conservation awareness is a work in progress. And the 
mock bills, like the Navy cops on bikes, are largely symbolic. 

The prison camps commander, the most senior officer on the 
base, has one of the biggest houses — and one of the biggest 
household bills: $2.093.67 in December, one of the coolest 
months in Cuba. 

Another military unit here has joined the movement. 
The Marine major in charge of the unit that monitors the 

17.4 miles of fence surrounding the base agreed to let the 
Public Works department replace a third of the floodlights 
with solar-powered LED lights. They’re still on the electrical 
grid in case of too many gloomy or rainy days in a row. But 
they haven’t needed to use the grid yet. 

“I don’t know what they’re doing along the Mexican 
border,” said Torley. “But the Marines were on board with all 
the energy stuff. They couldn’t tell a difference.” 

Return to Index 
 

35. Firefighters On Naval Bases Say Mold Problem Is Growing 
(WVEC ABC NORFOLK 08 FEB 12) ... David Ham 

NORFOLK -- Firefighters who work at Naval fire stations 
across Hampton Roads say a mold problem inside fire houses 
is getting worse. 

"Right now, management is endangering the lives of all 
my firefighters," said Tim Pritchard, president of Local F-25. 

Pritchard says mold has been a problem in fire houses at 
Norfolk Naval Station fire house #2, on at Naval Air Station 
Oceana, and at Dam Neck. 

"The situation is throughout the Navy region throughout 
the Hampton Roads area," said Pritchard. 

He said many firefighters are suffering from sinus 
infections, ear infections and upper respiratory infections 
because of the conditions. 

13News first reported on complaints of mold at fire 
houses on base in January of 2011 where a firefighter who 
worked at Naval Station Norfolk said he suffered from severe 
allergic reactions while working there. 

Since then, Pritchard says not much has been done to get 
rid of the mold saying, "They really haven't changed. All they 
did was put dehumidifiers in there to rectify this problem and 
ordered people not to talk about it." 

A public affairs officer for NAS and Dam Neck told us 
that she does not believe there are any mold issues at the fire 
station at Oceana. However, she said the mold problem at 
Dam Neck is being fixed by replacing walls that were 
saturated by leaky windows. 

A public affairs officer for Naval Station Norfolk said that 
when the fire station was tested last year, there was no 
detectable mold. 

She also added that the Navy hasn't received any recent 
complaints from firefighters on mold issues at fire station #2. 

Beth Baker, director for public affairs at Commander 
Navy Region Mid-Atlantic, sent 13News the following 
statement: 

"The safety, health and well-being of our personnel is a 
top priority. 

As you have previously reported, the Navy became aware 
of a mold issue at Fire Station #2 on Naval Station Norfolk in 
February 2010 as a result of water intrusion into the building. 
An industrial hygiene investigation was conducted by the 
Navy Environmental Preventative Medicine Unit from Naval 
Medical Center Portsmouth in March 2010 to determine the 
nature and extent of the mold in the facility, with a follow-up 
report in October 2010. 

Any visible mold was professionally cleaned; 
dehumidifiers were installed, carpets were professionally 
cleaned, and water intrusion issues have been traced and 
addressed, to include sealing the brick face of the building and 
windows and cleaning of the ventilation systems. There have 
been no complaints of mold at Fire Station #2 since the last 
Industrial Hygiene inspection. 

There was water intrusion at a Fire Station on Dam Neck 
following a major storm system. The Navy Facilities 
Engineering Command, along with installation and Fire 
Department management, took immediate steps to mitigate. 

The Navy continues to remain vigilant and address any 
concerns from personnel at these stations, and at all of our fire 
stations throughout the region." 

View Clip (RT: 2:10) 
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NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
36. CSBA: Administration Has Multiple Options To Maneuver Under Sequestration 
(DEFENSE DAILY 09 FEB 12) ... Emelie Rutherford 

The executive branch has options for dealing with the 
potential "sequestration" cuts, which could lead to $1 trillion 
in long-term reductions to Pentagon plans, beyond making 
across-the-board cuts to all defense programs, an analyst said. 

The sequestration cuts come as a result of the failure of a 
"super committee" of lawmakers to craft a plan last year to cut 
the federal deficit by an added $1.2 trillion. Under the Budget 
Control Act of 2011, if Congress could not agree to such a 
plan last year, the sequestration process would trigger $1.2 
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trillion in longterm cuts starting in January 2013, with half 
coming from the Pentagon. The roughly $500 billion in 
defense cuts would be in addition to a $487 billion reduction 
to the Pentagon's 10-year spending plans already approved by 
the law. 

Todd Harrison, the senior fellow for defense budget 
studies at the Center for Strategic and Budgetary Assessments 
(CSBA), told reporters yesterday the presidential 
administration--whichever one is in place following the 
November elections--has at least four options for dealing with 
sequestration cuts. 

Those reductions will start next January unless lawmakers 
craft a plan this year to prevent them. Republicans in the 
House and Senate have crafted plans--not greeted well by 
Democrats--to prevent the first year of sequestration cuts by 
shrinking the federal workforce. The Pentagon and White 
House don't support the sequestration cuts, said they haven't 
planned for them, and didn't include them in the FY '13 budget 
proposal. 

President Barack Obama wants lawmakers to go back to 
work and craft a big-picture deficit-cutting plan this year. 

If the sequestration cuts go through, Harrison said during 
a budget briefing at his think tank's Washington office, the 
administration's first option is to "do nothing." 

"You get these untargeted, across-the-board cuts; it would 
be about 10 percent of every account in the defense budget," 
he said. While the administration could exempt the military 
personnel account, doing that would lead to larger percentage 
cuts to other areas. 

"This is messy and arguably the least-desirable option," 
he said. Some acquisition programs would "break" under such 
funding cuts, he said. 

"If you're planning to buy two Virginia -class subs, and 
now you've got 10, 15 percent less money to do it, you can't 
buy the two," he said. 

Another option is for the administration to craft an 
amended budget request for FY '13 that fits under the 
sequestration amounts. That would amount to a $472 billion 
defense budget for FY '13, Harrison said. 

"It's still going to be painful; you're still taking the cut," 
he said. 

"But at least if you do this, you have the ability to target 
the cuts. 

It's not a uniform, across-the-board cut. You can cut some 
accounts more deeply so that you can protect other accounts." 

Doing this would likely mean the Pentagon would have to 
revise its strategy so it knows how to prioritize those cuts, he 
said. 

Another option for working under the sequestration cuts is 
to "pad" the Overseas Contingency Operations (OCO) budget 
for war-related spending, which is not subject to sequestration 
cuts. 

"That basically helps you avoid the abruptness of the cuts 
that would occur under sequestration," by making up for 
funding cut from the base defense budget in OCO funding. 

Such a move would be controversial on Capitol Hill. 
Under President Barack Obama, the Pentagon has moved 
away from funding base spending options in its war budgets, 
and many lawmakers support this shift. 

Harrison called padding the OCO budget "a short-term 
solution at best." 

"It obviously requires the cooperation of Congress, 
because they've got to enact these larger war budgets, and it's 
going to be obvious what you're doing," he said. "And it does 
violate the spirit of, if not the letter, of the law, because you 
are increasing your deficit beyond what it would have been 
otherwise." 

A fourth option for the Pentagon to work under 
sequestration is to backload the cuts, Harrison said. The 
Pentagon could achieve the roughly $1 trillion in cuts over the 
next decade by bringing the defense budget down at a real rate 
of 2.2 percent annually in a gradual sloping decline. 

This move, though, would require a modification of the 
Budget Control Act. 

"You would need Congress to go along with this, but it 
still achieves the same level of deficit reduction," Harrison 
said. 

He urged the Pentagon to consider its sequestration 
options, "if they haven't already." 

"I'd like to be optimistic...and think that Congress will 
find some sort of grand compromise and they'll be able to 
avoid (sequestration), at least as it's currently written" 
Harrison said. "But the best chance for that to happen was 
actually the super committee." 
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37. Budget Debate Pits Military Retiree Interests Against Those In Active Duty, Analysts Warn 
(GOVERNMENT EXECUTIVE 08 FEB 12) ... Amanda Palleschi 

Military personnel costs for retirees versus active-duty 
service members are among the “most politically sensitive” 
competing interests within the fiscal 2013 Defense 
Department budget process, according to a new analysis from 
the Center for Strategic and Budgetary Assessments. 

Andrew Krepinevich, CSBA’s president, called personnel 
costs in the future years’ defense plan “the 600-pound gorilla,” 
and CSBA senior fellow Todd Harrison urged leaders to 
address the uncomfortable topic now. 

“This is one people don’t like to talk about. They don’t 
like to frame it this way,” Harrison said. “But it’s an important 
one for the long-term future.” 

Military compensation and benefits currently account for 
about one-third of the Defense budget. Changes proposed last 

month as part of Defense’s fiscal 2013 budget request account 
for roughly one-ninth of the $487 billion of budget reductions 
the department is seeking. The Obama administration plans to 
unveil its full budget request Feb. 13. 

The Pentagon proposed caps on pay hikes for military 
personnel beginning in 2015 and suggested what it described 
as a tiered approach to the TRICARE health insurance 
program, including higher enrollment fees. It also suggested 
lawmakers approve the creation of an independent 
commission to “conduct a comprehensive review of military 
retirement benefits as a source of savings,” but made no 
specific recommendations targeting retirement benefits. 

The CSBA analysis favored creating such a panel, but 
warned the current plan does not go far enough toward 
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savings. Defense sets aside 33 cents for every dollar of basic 
pay funding the military pension system, the report said. 

“If military personnel costs continue growing at the same 
rate as the past decade while the overall budget remains flat, 
personnel costs will consume the entire defense budget by FY 
2039,” the analysis stated. “This trend will only accelerate as 
the budget declines.” 

Harrison added there now are more military retirees 
drawing benefits than there are active-duty service members 
currently collecting pay. 

“Can DoD really slow the growth, the cost-per-person ... 
in a way that they can avoid deeper cuts?” he asked. 

Harrison cautioned that lawmakers might not approve the 
creation of such a commission and a commission alone would 
not produce cost savings. Instead, he suggested looking “at the 
entire military compensation system so you can explore the 
alternatives for making sensible trades between how much we 
spend on upfront cash compensation and how much we spend 
on deferred compensation and in-kind benefits." 

“There are a lot of interesting trades you can make there,” 
he said. 

Defense Secretary Leon Panetta’s announcement in 
January that the department would ask Congress to reauthorize 
the Base Closure and Realignment Commission to make new 
recommendations to shutter more military facilities would not 
generate cost savings upfront, Harrison said. 

The last round of BRAC in 2005 affected 800 military 
sites and is still being implemented. The Government 
Accountability Office estimated that it cost $35 billion to 
implement. 

Leaders in Congress have criticized Panetta’s proposal in 
recent weeks due in part to its impact on the economies of 
local communities. 

“Don’t bank on savings on BRAC costs,” Harrison said, 
adding that because there was no budget savings estimate for 
the new round of BRAC proposed, “I don’t know how real the 
proposal is.” 
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38. Compact Eases School Transitions For Military Children 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 08 FEB 12) ... Elaine Sanchez 

WASHINGTON – Another state has joined an interstate 
agreement to ease school transitions for children from military 
families, bringing the overall tally of member states to 40, a 
Defense Department official announced yesterday. 

With the addition of Pennsylvania, the Interstate Compact 
on Educational Opportunity for Military Children now 
encompasses nearly 90 percent of school-age military children 
scattered across the nation, said Robert L. Gordon III, deputy 
assistant secretary of defense for military community and 
family policy. 

“The Department of Defense has always valued education 
for our children,” Gordon said in an interview at the Pentagon. 
“This partnership between the DOD and states is absolutely 
instrumental to the success of our kids and their education.” 

The Defense Department, in collaboration with the 
Council of State Governments’ National Center for Interstate 
Compacts, developed the interstate compact in 2007 to ease 
military families’ challenges as they transition between school 
systems, whether it’s DOD schools, public schools on a 
military installation, or public schools in communities. By 
joining the compact, states agree to follow common guidelines 
in handling issues such as class placement, records transfer, 
immunization requirements, course placement, graduation 
requirements, exit testing and extracurricular opportunities. 

Students often arrive at a new school and “find 
themselves being challenged and potentially put behind by … 
varying requirements,” Gordon said. “What we want to do 
with this compact is to minimize disruption.” 

This effort is particularly important, Gordon noted, since 
the majority of military children aren’t in the DOD school 

system. Of the 1.2 million school-age military children, 1.1 
million attend public schools, he said. 

Additionally, the average military student faces transition 
challenges twice during high school, and most military 
children will attend up to nine different school systems during 
a parent’s military career, DOD officials said. 

Frequent moves and deployment-related transitions are 
stressful events, Gordon acknowledged, as children face the 
challenge of making new friends and adjusting to new bases, 
cities and schools, while also, in some cases, enduring 
deployment-related anxiety. He can relate to this personally, 
he said, noting that as a military teen, he attended three 
different high schools and that his brother attended four. 

Gordon said he’d like to see all 50 states join the compact. 
Their support is a vital component of military family support, 
particularly when it comes to their children’s educational 
success, he said. 

“The Department of Defense has been committed to 
children’s education for a long time,” he said. “It’s extra 
special when we as partners with states are looking after the 
assurance of a quality education for military children.” 

For more information on the compact and their state’s 
provisions, parents should contact their children’s school or 
military school liaison. States that are newer to the compact 
may not have all of the arrangements in place, so parents 
should check back periodically, Gordon suggested. To locate a 
school liaison, visit http://www.militaryinstallations.dod.mil. 

Parents also can find information online at Military 
Interstate Children’s Compact Commission at 
http://www.MIC3.net. 
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39. Chaplains Speak Out On Contraception Mandate In Health Care Directive 
(STARS AND STRIPES 08 FEB 12) ... Ashley Rowland 

SEOUL — Military priests have joined the Roman 
Catholic Church’s fight against a new government mandate 
requiring employers to offer health coverage that includes 
contraception and sterilization. 

During religious services this past weekend at most 
military bases, clergymen spoke out against the new directive, 
which is being called a “severe assault on religious liberty,” 
according to a letter from the Archdiocese for the Military 
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Services. In some cases, the letter was passed out to the 
congregation during Sunday Mass. At other bases, the letter 
was read to the churchgoers from the pulpit. Similar letters 
were disseminated at Catholic churches across the United 
States. 

In the Jan. 26 letter, which was emailed to all Catholic 
chaplains, Archbishop Timothy Broglio issued a scathing 
critique of the new health care requirements announced last 
month by the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. 
Under the new directive, most employers must provide health 
insurance coverage that includes “all FDA-approved forms of 
contraception.” 

Broglio wrote that the new mandate will require Catholic 
employers, such as schools and hospitals, to provide “immoral 
services” including sterilization, contraception and what some 
consider “abortion-inducing” drugs such as the morning-after 
pill. Most people, he wrote, will be “forced” to buy the 
coverage. 

“In so ruling, the Administration has cast aside the First 
Amendment to the Constitution of the United States, denying 
to Catholics our Nation’s first and most fundamental freedom, 
that of religious liberty,” Broglio stated. 

But what happened after Broglio’s letter was 
disseminated is unclear. 

According to the Archdiocese, the Army’s Office of the 
Chief of Chaplains asked senior chaplains in an email not to 
read the letter from the pulpit — only that it be mentioned in 
Mass announcements and distributed in print form at the backs 
of chapels. 

The Archdiocese maintains that Broglio and Secretary of 
the Army John McHugh later discussed the matter and “agreed 
that it was mistake to stop the reading of the Archbishop’s 
letter.” 

Both sides agree that one line, “We cannot — we will not 
— comply with this unjust law,” was removed from the letter 
over concerns that it could be misunderstood as a call to civil 
disobedience, though the Archdiocese and McHugh’s 
spokeswoman Lt. Col. Anne Edgecomb disagree on who 
offered to remove it. 

McHugh’s office disputes the Archdiocese’ version of 
events, saying that neither the secretary nor the Army banned 
chaplains from reading the letter during Mass. 

“That is simply not the case,” Edgecomb said in an email 
to Stars and Stripes, adding that “any suggestion that [the 
Chief of Chaplains] or the Army were attempting to censor the 
clergy is not supported by the facts.” 

On Jan. 30, McHugh met with senior advisors and 
determined that the issuance of the letter during a religious 
service “was not a matter for Army review,” Edgecomb said. 
“We consider the matter closed.” 

Army spokesman Troy Rolan said Tuesday that officials 
were looking into the matter. 

The Archdiocese oversees military chaplains who, 
according to its website, reach more than 1.5 million people. It 
was unknown how many chaplains worldwide have read the 
letters to their congregations. 

The new directive would not change the services already 
provided by military clinics and hospitals, including birth 
control. Emergency contraception was mandated to be offered 
at military bases in February 2010. 

A number of Catholic and evangelical groups have 
criticized the health care plan, including Tony Perkins, 
president of the Family Research Council Action, who called 
the act “an anti-religious, anti-conscious and anti-life mandate 
that must be reversed." 

However, White House spokesman Jay Carney said 
during a briefing Tuesday that “the administration believes 
that this proposal strikes the appropriate balance between 
respecting religious beliefs and increasing access to important 
preventive services.” But he also hinted the White House may 
be open to a compromise solution. 

The issue has gone attracted attention far beyond the 
military or the Catholic clergy, becoming a political hot potato 
in an increasingly heated Republican presidential campaign. 
Candidate Mitt Romney in particular attacked the Obama 
administration this week for the health care plan, calling it a 
“violation of conscience” that attacks “America’s first right, 
our right to worship God,” according to Reuters. 

According to the Department of Health and Human 
Services, nonprofit employers who do not currently provide 
contraceptive coverage because of their religious beliefs will 
have an extra year to implement the new rule, which goes into 
effect for other employers on Aug. 1, 2012. 
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40. Want An iPad? Pentagon CIO Thinks You Should Be Able To Have One. 
(NEXTGOV 08 FEB 12) ... Bob Brewin 

COLORADO SPRINGS, Colo. -- Teri Takai, the Defense 
Department's chief information officer, kicked off a speech at 
the Armed Forces Communications and Electronics 
Association Cyberspace Symposium on Wednesday by asking, 
"Everyone wants an iPad, right?" and then implied quick 
deployment of tablet computers and smartphones across the 
department without defining the timeline. 

Takai said, "we have to get those devices out there," but 
cautioned their use had to conform to strict information 
security guidelines. One way to ensure that compliance, she 
told the audience, was to embed it within Defense networks 
rather than in the hardware. 

She also said Defense plans to move away from reliance 
on PCs and shift to thin clients -- dumb terminals with only a 
keyboard and monitor, which get their computing power from 

a remote server. Last week, Northrop Grumman Corp. said it 
tapped Beatty and Company Computing to supply thin clients 
for its $637.8 million Navy Consolidated Afloat Networks and 
Enterprise Services contract. 

"The demand for thin clients and mobile devices will 
[continue] to grow," Takai said, noting there are roughly 50 
mobile computing pilots under way in Defense. She cautioned 
that incorporating tablet computers and smartphones into 
Defense networks, particularly those that are classified, 
remains a challenge. 

She promised "quick adoption" of commercial mobile 
devices within the department, which will lead to speedy 
development of software applications. With mobile devices, 
the Pentagon and the services will be able to develop and 
deploy applications in "days, weeks or months" rather than the 
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years Defense traditionally has spent on creating them, she 
said. 

The Defense CIO office has developed a new enterprise 
information environment roadmap in conjunction with the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff and Cyber Command based on open, 
modular, interoperable and secure standards intended for 
global operations, including those on the battlefield. Army 
Gen. Martin Dempsey, chairman of the Joint Chiefs, will be 
briefed on the new plan Friday, Takai said. 

The new roadmap will help equip tactical users "much 
more quickly than today" said Takai, who also expects it to 
help Cyber Command gain greater visibility into Defense 
networks. 

Defense has an information technology budget of $38 
billion a year, and the Pentagon must operate more efficiently 

to maximize the effect of that spending, she said. Toward this 
end, the department is continuing to consolidate its 772 
Defense data centers, which have a utilization rate of between 
6 percent and 15 percent. The Pentagon estimated in 
November 2011 that it could save $680 million a year starting 
in 2015 from data center consolidation. 

Defense also can save money by consolidating hardware 
and software buys. The Air Force has demonstrated savings 
from streamlining network gateways, Takai said. The Air 
Force chopped its network gateways from 110 to 16, which 
will result in savings of $140 million over the next five years. 

Network optimization not only will save money but also 
will increase security and improve user satisfaction, Takai 
said. 
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41. New Source Detected For Sonar Troubling Whales: Canada's Navy 
Whale advocates are troubled to discover that a Canadian Navy frigate was using sonar off San Juan Island 
in an area popular with endangered killer whales. 
(SEATTLE TIMES 08 FEB 12) ... Craig Welch 

Jeanne Hyde awoke before dawn on Monday to an odd, 
unnatural pulse coming from her computer. 

The San Juan Island resident, a whale advocate, helps 
monitor an underwater network of audio-tracking 
hydrophones by sleeping next to a pair of speakers. She was 
groggy at first, but quickly leapt out of bed, hit "record" on her 
computer, checked a vessel-tracking system and called the 
Coast Guard. 

"I knew it wasn't a whale, and I knew it wasn't right," 
Hyde said Wednesday. "It took me a couple of seconds, but 
then I thought, 'Oh my goodness, that's sonar.' " 

After wrangling for years with the U.S. Navy over the use 
of mid-frequency sonar, environmentalists and whale 
advocates this week stumbled upon another noise source they 
fear could trouble endangered killer whales: the Canadian 
navy. 

Between 5 a.m. and 6 a.m. that day, the Canadian frigate 
HMCS Ottawa employed sonar during a training exercise in 
Haro Strait just off San Juan Island — a popular route for 
killer whales and an area where the U.S. Navy avoids sonar 
without first getting permission from the National Marine 
Fisheries Service. 

The frigate was in Canadian waters at the time, said Lt. 
Diane Larose of the Canadian navy. But the Ottawa's sonar 
can travel 4,000 yards — more than two miles — and the 
sound was picked up by instruments in U.S. waters. 

Larose said the Canadians are well aware of sonar's 
potential to hurt killer whales, which communicate by sound 
at similar frequencies. In 2008, the Canadian Navy adopted a 
policy requiring the use of radar, passive acoustic systems, 
underwater listening devices and night-vision goggles to make 
sure marine mammals aren't present when sonar is deployed. 

"We take this very seriously," Larose said. "It's a very 
well-thought-out policy." 

But whale advocates said they tracked transient and 
endangered southern resident orcas near that area in the 24 
hours before and after the ship sailed past, and said it's always 
possible that a naval vessel might not see them. 

"This was a fairly high-risk event as far as we can tell," 
said Scott Veirs of Beam Reach, a marine-science school that 
helped establish the hydrophone network. 

"In general, it's concerning to me that the U.S. Navy has 
voluntarily refrained from unnecessary testing and training in 
the inland waters of Washington state, but the Canadian navy 
apparently still does," he said. "The nightmare scenario is that 
you turn on sonar not knowing they are there and essentially 
deafen them either temporarily or permanently." 

Brian Gorman, spokesman for the National Marine 
Fisheries Service, said he didn't know if his agency had been 
asked to look into Monday's incident but said it is "responsible 
for protecting marine mammals everywhere they are in U.S. 
waters and we take that responsibility very seriously." 

The battle over sonar and its impact on whales has raged 
for at least a decade. 

In May 2003, the U.S. Navy caused a stir when the USS 
Shoup conducted a training exercise in the same area. Several 
whale biologists saw what they believed were "abnormal" 
bunching responses by nearby killer whales. Sixteen porpoises 
were later stranded, suggesting to some that the animals' 
hearing had been affected. 

In follow-up investigations, the National Marine Fisheries 
Service could find no link to the porpoise deaths, but 
determined that the marine mammals almost certainly heard 
the sonar, though longterm hearing damage seemed unlikely. 
Navy biologists also disputed the claim that orcas had acted in 
any uncharacteristic way. 

But the Navy has also acknowledged in several cases that 
midfrequency sonar has killed or injured several species of 
marine mammals. 

This week, Veirs wrote about the latest incident on 
www.orcasound.net, a blog about the hydrophone network 
sponsored by The Whale Museum in Friday Harbor. The 
discovery also was picked up by a blogger for the Natural 
Resources Defense Council, an environmental group. 

Lt. Larose, with the Canadian navy, said her country has 
taken into account all the scientific data about impacts to 
whales "and we're trying to mitigate those measures as best we 
can." 
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But "we also have to train our crews to know how to use this sonar," she said. 
Return to Index 
 

42. Researchers Probe 200-Year-Old Shipwreck Off RI 
Navy, Researchers Team Up To Seek Clues To Identity Of 200-Year-Old Shipwreck Off RI Coast 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 08 FEB 12) ... David Klepper 

WESTERLY, R.I. — For two centuries it rested a mile 
from shore, shrouded by a treacherous reef from the pleasure 
boaters and beachgoers who haunt New England's southern 
coast. 

Now, researchers from the U.S. Navy are hoping to 
confirm what the men who discovered the wreck believe: that 
the sunken ship off the coast of Rhode Island is the USS 
Revenge, commanded by Oliver Hazard Perry and lost on a 
stormy January day in 1811. 

"The Revenge was forgotten, it became a footnote," said 
Charlie Buffum, a brewery owner from Stonington, Conn., 
who found the shipwreck while diving with friend Craig 
Harger. "We are very confident this is it." 

On Wednesday Buffum and Harger braved the raw 
weather of Block Island Sound to accompany the researchers 
as they surveyed the wreck site. The Navy — along with help 
from the Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution — is using 
high-tech sensor equipment to locate artifacts that might prove 
the ship's identity. 

If they're successful, they will illuminate a critical episode 
in the life of one of the nation's greatest naval officers. Perry is 
remembered as the Hero of Lake Erie for defeating the British 
navy in the War of 1812. He was famous for reporting simply 
"we have met the enemy and they are ours" after the decisive 
Battle of Lake Erie in 1813. 

Two years earlier, the Revenge and its 25-year-old 
commander were en route from Newport, R.I. to New London, 
Conn., when the ship hit a reef in heavy fog. The area is 
infamous for its rocky, tide-swept reefs that lurk just beneath 
shallow waters. 

When the Revenge struck the reef, Perry ordered the crew 
to dump some of the ship's canons to lighten the load. The 
mast was cut. But it wasn't enough to free the ship. 

The crew abandoned The Revenge, and not a single man 
died. But Perry's career was almost scuttled along with his 
ship. 

The Newport native was court-martialed, and though he 
was exonerated, his career languished. Until he was posted to 
the Great Lakes. 

"He was a rising star," said David Skaggs, a professor 
emeritus at Bowling Green State University who has written a 
book on Perry. "But then his ship runs aground. Running a 
ship aground is not a helpful thing for your career." 

Harger and Buffum found the shipwreck six years ago 
after beer-fueled bull sessions in Buffum's brewery. Both men 

were experienced recreational divers. Buffum was fascinated 
by Perry and by shipwrecks off the Rhode Island coast. 

They obtained an underwater metal detector and 
calculated the Revenge's likely resting place by analyzing 
currents and the location of the reef. 

"We knew where he was going, we knew the area," said 
Harger, of Colchester, Conn. "We sat around in Charlie's 
brewery talking about where it might have gone." 

They dived twice in the area and left empty handed. The 
metal detector didn't even turn up a fish hook. The third dive 
was the charm. 

"I look ahead and see this long cylindrical thing," recalled 
Buffum. 

It was a canon. 
Harger and Buffum kept their find a secret for five years 

as they searched the site for more artifacts. They turned up 
additional canons and other items they believe came from the 
ship. The wooden timbers had vanished long ago. 

They remain convinced they found the Revenge. After all, 
they said, no other ship carrying canons from that period is 
known to have sunk in the area. 

The Navy won't accept their theory until they have 
evidence that the remains laying 10 to 15 feet underwater are 
indeed the Revenge. 

"We were of course interested immediately when we 
heard," said George Schwarz, an underwater archaeologist 
with the U.S. Navy's History and Heritage Command, which 
oversees the identification and management of sunken naval 
vessels. "If it is the USS Revenge, then it's 200 years old and 
it's an incredibly important part of American history." 

On Wednesday, Schwarz and engineers from Woods Hole 
used a torpedo-shaped underwater robot to survey the wreck 
site. Once they've analyzed the data, they hope to return with 
divers to search for artifacts that might bear the ship's name or 
other evidence of its identity. 

Naval shipwrecks remain the property of the navy, but 
Schwarz said it's possible that any salvaged artifacts could one 
day be on display at a local museum. 

Buffum and Harger said they're not looking to profit from 
their discovery, or earn a minor mention in a history book. 

"This is just about pure fun," Harger said. 
Their find already has inspired the latest addition at 

Buffum's brewery. 
"We've just come out with 'Perry's Revenge,'" Buffum 

said. "It's dark and stormy." 
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43. NPC Communicates Via Social Media 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 08 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class LaTunya Howard, Navy Personnel Command 
Public Affairs 

MILLINGTON, Tenn. -- The Navy Personnel Command 
(NPC) Navy Detailer Facebook page, Twitter page and video 
products on You Tube provide more options for Sailors to 
receive Navy relevant information said a Navy official, Feb. 8. 

"Social media has enhanced the way the Navy 
communicates with Sailors and I encourage it," said NPC 
Force Master Chief (AW/SW/NAC) Jon Port. "If you have a 
smartphone, you have an opportunity to receive immediate 
information updates from NPC real-time. 
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"During the 2009 flooding to the area here, Facebook, for 
a brief period of time was our only form of communication 
with the fleet and personnel here," said Port. "Sailors in the 
fleet wanted to know when our systems would be back up and 
running. Families here wanted to know when they would be 
allowed back into housing or when the commissary would re-
open." 

All departments of NPC are represented by the Navy 
Detailers Facebook page. Sailors and their family members 
can ask general questions on any NPC-related topic including 
boards, records, community management, alcohol and drug 
abuse prevention program, physical readiness, etc. at 
www.facebook.com/NavyPersonnelCommand. 

Sailors with questions about individual circumstances 
should first consult with their chain of command and if 
necessary contact the NPC customer service center at 1-866-
U-ASK-NPC or email CSCMailbox@navy.mil. 

All postings that appear on the NPC Detailer Facebook 
page also post to NPC's Twitter page. Sailors can follow NPC 

on twitter at www.twitter.com/NPCPAO and receive regular 
Navy information updates. 

The You Tube link found on the NPC home page allows 
Sailors to search for video products on various programs and 
policies at www.youtube.com/user/personnelguru. 

"When I think about social media and how it has effected 
communication with Sailors it's hard for me not to smile about 
it," said Port. "I see Sailors getting constant Facebook updates 
on their smartphones. It's not just Sailors, its spouses and 
employees." 

Port said social media increases communication options 
for Sailors and their families; however it does not circumvent 
utilizing the proper chain-of-command. Port also reminded 
Sailors to review posting guidance found under 'info' on the 
NPC Detailer Facebook page. Privacy information should 
never be posted on any social media site. 

For more information about NPC, visit 
www.npc.navy.mil, contact NPC customer service center at 1-
866-U-ASK-NPC or CSCmailbox@navy.mil, or visit 
www.facebook.com/NavyPersonnelCommand. 
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OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
44. A Philippine Do-Over 
A militarily strong Manila will be crucial to stabilizing the South China Sea. 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 09 FEB 12) ... Richard D. Fisher, Jr. 

How often do you get a do-over in Washington? Assistant 
Secretary of State for East Asia Kurt Campbell is taking his; 
having watched the U.S.-Philippines Mutual Defense Treaty 
fail its partners in 1995, he is now helping to lead its revival. 

In early 1995, it was revealed that Chinese troops had 
stealthily occupied the aptly named Mischief Reef, about 200 
miles from the Philippine island of Palawan, inflaming the 
then-simmering territorial conflicts over the South China Sea. 
But the newly appointed Deputy Assistant Secretary of 
Defense for East Asia Campbell could do nothing. A military 
vacuum created by the 1991 American withdrawal from the 
Philippines' Subic Naval Base and Clark Air Base mirrored a 
vacuum of political will in Washington and Manila. 

Short-term thinking prevailed as Washington repeated its 
policy of neutrality toward the conflicting claims and failed to 
take a stand against Chinese encroachments that would have 
favored its ally. Mutual antagonism over the painful end to the 
bases still colored relations and the sense of an alliance was at 
a low point. 

Today, after U.S. commitments to small but new 
deployments to Australia and Singapore, the conditions are 
right for a new chapter in the U.S.-Philippines relationship. In 
late January, President Benigno Aquino's administration 
signaled its willingness to consider more significant military 
cooperation, consistent with the Mutual Defense Treaty. China 
has responded with bluster that will only help this alliance. On 
Jan. 31, the Global Times, a commercial offshoot of the state-
controlled People's Daily, suggested that China impose 
economic sanctions against Manila to punish a revival of the 
military cooperation. 

China claims practically the entire South China Sea as its 
territory, routinely rejects the suggestion of multilateral 
solutions with other claimants and views American efforts in 
that direction as gross interference in its area of influence. 

Since Mischief Reef, China has built up all seven of its small 
islet bases in the Spratly Island Group and has developed a 
habit of harassing Vietnamese and Philippine petroleum 
exploration ships as well as U.S. Navy ships. 

More threateningly, China wants, after the construction of 
a new large base at the tip of Hainan Island, to use the South 
China Sea as the main patrol zone for its new nuclear ballistic 
missile submarines. This is the real reason why some Chinese 
have suggested the South China Sea is now a "core interest." 
In June 2009, then recently retired General Zhang Li 
suggested publically that China build an airbase on Mischief 
Reef as part of a larger program of regional military control. 

The last thing Beijing wants is an American military 
return to the doorstep of its nuclear missile submarine lake. In 
August 2010, one pro-U.S. Philippine politician put it bluntly: 
Chinese aid amounts to $2 billion a year, while Washington 
gives about $400 million. Money talked, and U.S.-Philippine 
cooperation under the previous administration of President 
Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo was limited largely to a quiet U.S. 
assistance program to counter Islamist insurgents. Despite 
repeated attempts to fund modernization programs, by 2010 
the Philippines had only a token navy and no aircraft capable 
of territorial defense. 

Philippine opinion that China was an abusive partner was 
very much on the rise when Benigno Aquino was elected 
president in 2010, and by early 2011 Manila and Washington 
were rediscovering their alliance. At the July 2010 Association 
of Southeast Asian Nations (Asean) Regional Forum in Hanoi, 
Secretary of State Hillary Clinton defended the U.S. interest in 
securing vital sea lanes by offering to facilitate multilateral 
negotiations—though she still professed U.S. neutrality. Mr. 
Campbell was likely a main author of this shift in emphasis. 

Rejecting these appeals, Chinese Foreign Minister Yang 
Jiechi angrily reminded Asean members then that China was a 
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"big country"—part of a year of Chinese bluster on many 
fronts. Last November, Secretary Clinton embraced the 
official Philippine term "West Philippine Sea" for what had 
been the South China Sea. The Philippines received a retired 
but still useful U.S. Coast Guard frigate as its largest combat 
ship, and wants two more. 

America now needs Mr. Campbell's do-over to succeed. It 
is in the U.S. interest to see Manila make an effective 
contribution to the security of the South China Sea. By aiding 
its military modernization, such as by easing the purchase of 
F-16 jet fighters that Manila desires, the U.S. can promote 
more confidence in the Philippines to cooperate militarily with 

other U.S. allies. Pentagon budget cuts mean there will be 
more second-hand F-16s available at bargain prices. 

Washington can also use better and more regular access to 
Philippine bases to patrol this region and allow U.S. naval, air 
and Marine forces to more effectively support Philippine 
forces to deter China. The Philippines' location makes it ideal 
for long-range radar, like China now has on Hainan Island, 
that can intimately track military activity. This data can be 
shared with many other countries worried about increasing 
Chinese threats to their vital commerce through the South 
China Sea. 

Mr. Fisher is a senior fellow with the International 
Assessment and Strategy Center in Alexandria, Virginia. 
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45. At The Pentagon And In Israel, Plans Show The Difficulties Of An Iran Strike 
(WASHINGTON POST 09 FEB 12) ... Walter Pincus 

If you are not prepared to go to war, you cannot threaten 
that “nothing is off the table” as you search for diplomatic 
solutions. 

Thus there are completed plans, updated daily, at Israeli 
military headquarters in Tel Aviv and at the Pentagon for 
carrying out attacks on Iranian facilities in a last-ditch effort to 
prevent Tehran from acquiring a nuclear weapon. 

Israel has a plan to go it alone. So does the United States. 
And there may even be a plan for the two countries to 
collaborate. On Dec. 20, the Joint Chiefs chairman, Gen. 
Martin Dempsey, told CNN: “We are examining a range of 
options” and “I am satisfied that the options that we are 
developing are evolving to a point that they would be 
executable if necessary.” 

In any event, the plans exist, and they illustrate the 
difficulties in carrying out what some people think would be a 
simple operation. 

For example, should Israel act alone, it would face the 
extraordinary problem of needing to refuel its bombers en 
route to targets about 1,000 miles away and refueling them 
again on the way back. That is why in the new Bipartisan 
Policy Center report, “Meeting the Challenge: Stopping the 
Clock,” former senator Charles S. Robb (D-Va.) and retired 
Air Force Gen. Charles F. Wald suggest that the United States 
provide Israel with three KC-135 refueling tankers. 

Robb and Wald do not advocate that the Israelis 
undertake such an attack, but they say that providing the 
tankers would “extend the effective range of Israeli aircraft” 
and “improve Israeli credibility.” 

Then there are questions about what targets should be hit, 
and how many planes would be needed, to stop Iran’s nuclear 
program, even temporarily. Israel’s two past successes hardly 
count. 

When Israel knocked out Iraq’s Osirak nuclear reactor in 
June 1981, it was essentially one ground-level building, yet 
the mission required 14 Israeli aircraft — F-16 fighter-
bombers with some of their fuel tanks removed to carry heavy 
bombs, and F-15 fighters to handle any Iraqi planes that came 
up to meet them. Israel’s other success, hitting a partially 
constructed Syrian facility in September 2007, again targeted a 
single, ground-level building. 

Now look at the potential targets in today’s Iran. 
There is the fuel-enrichment plant at Natanz, a collection 

of below-ground facilities used to produce enriched uranium. 

There is the newer Fordow fuel-enrichment plant near Qom, 
built into the side of a mountain and heavily fortified. This is 
where Iran has already moved 3.5 percent enriched uranium 
from Natanz and where most analysts believe it will be 
enriched to weapons grade, if Tehran decides to take that step. 

Of course there would be other targets if a strike is to do 
more than set back Iran by one to three years. At Parchin, one 
of the nation’s leading munitions centers, Iran is suspected of 
testing high explosives for use in nuclear weapons, according 
to the International Atomic Energy Agency’s November 
report. There is a uranium conversion plant at Isfahan, a 
heavy-water facility being constructed at Arak and centrifuge 
factories outside Tehran. 

No telling how many aircraft the Israelis would need to 
carry out a meaningful mission. The Robb-Wald report says 
Israel has enough GBU-28 bunker-busting bombs to “severely 
damage, though likely not completely destroy, Iran’s known 
underground nuclear sites in a single well-executed 
operation.” 

How Israel would or could deal with Iran’s response to 
such an attack is anyone’s guess. 

U.S. planning takes Iran’s reaction into consideration. As 
one former Pentagon official said, “Pentagon planning 
considers hitting targets and defending against retaliation.” 

The Robb-Wald report, put together by a task force that 
includes former military commanders, outlines just part of 
“what U.S. military action would look like,” in its words. The 
target list, beyond Iran’s nuclear facilities, would include 
communications systems; air defense and missile sites; 
Revolutionary Guard Corps facilities; munitions storage 
facilities, including those for sea mines (remember the Strait 
of Hormuz); airfields and aircraft facilities; and ship and port 
facilities, including midget submarines, missile boats and 
minelayers. 

Aircraft employed would include B-2 stealth and B-52 
bombers, fighter-bombers and helicopters, along with ship-
launched cruise missiles. “Special Forces and intelligence 
personnel already in-theater can easily move to protect key 
assets or perform covert operations,” according to the report. 

Remember that these plans are needed to make credible 
the threat that “nothing is off the table” — which in turn is 
designed to put muscle behind the diplomatic efforts. And 
those new sanctions, particularly cutting off Iran’s oil sales, 
are being pursued with effect. 
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Just this week, the United States continued pressuring 
India to reduce its oil purchases from Iran. State Department 
spokesman Victoria Nuland told reporters Tuesday that talks 
in Washington with Indian Foreign Secretary Ranjan Mathai 
included “how India might find alternative sources ... This is a 
two-track policy, both to encourage countries to wean 
themselves from Iranian oil, but also to work with suppliers 
around the world to help countries find alternative sources of 
supply.” 

In his pre-Super Bowl interview on NBC last Sunday, 
President Obama said, “Our preferred solution here is 
diplomatic; we’re going to keep on pushing on that front. But 
... I’ve been very clear that we’re going to do everything we 
can to prevent Iran from getting a nuclear weapon and creating 
an arms race, a nuclear arms race, in a volatile region.” 

He preceded that statement with the familiar “We’re not 
going to take any options off the table” — and now you have 
some idea of what that means. 
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46. Shipyard Presents Major Nuclear Hazard To Region 
Letter to the Editor 
(PORTSMOUTH (NH) HERALD 08 FEB 12) ... Ben Chichester 

In response to your recent editorial, titled "Budget ax 
poses threat to shipyard," I would like to add what is 
historically omitted by this paper concerning high levels of 
nuclear waste produced and stored on Seavey Island, the 
geographic heart of our community. 

"Shipyard poses threat to community" may have been a 
better story, especially if you did some research to reveal the 
real and ever-present dangers associated with nuclear 
submarine refueling and decommissioning. 

Dependably, the base realignment and closure process 
comes around like clockwork or the father-daughter 
Valentine's Dance. This paper and spokespeople for the yard 
come out, crying the sky is falling, while congressional leaders 
never miss a chance to have their faces seen at the shipyard 
dance. In your summation, you say without a budget plan, the 
"shipyard will not be alone in fighting for its very life." 

What is the true nature of this "life" so many seek to 
save? Here are a few of the facts that never make your stories, 
facts that I believe make the yard an undesirable neighbor: 

1. The PNSY is home to weapons of mass destruction. 
You boast that PNSY can handle Los Angeles class 
submarines. Just one of these subs contains enough 
warheads to produce nuclear winter. Do we want 
them here? 

2. There is currently no safe method to dispose of the 
high-level nuclear waste produced by the U.S. fleet 
of nuclear subs. Other countries, like the United 
Kingdom with its Trident subs, for example, face the 
same problem of exponential waste buildup. Idaho 
was the Navy's dumping ground for years, but 
stopped allowing the Navy to dump there many years 
ago. This means "interim storage" of radionuclides 
that are lethal for thousands of years continue to be 
juggled and amassed within a stone's throw from 
where you are now reading this letter. Shipment of 

said waste is very dangerous. There is a case to be 
made against such shipments, even if there were a 
willing recipient. 

3. The maintenance work on submarine reactors can go 
wrong, causing catastrophic accidents with 
contamination of our environment and unknown 
chain reaction events. Decommissioning nuclear subs 
is virtually impossible, as the reactor and its 
surrounding components are too contaminated to 
handle. Many now are simply docked, another form 
of "interim storage." 

In summary, you, and the congressional delegations who 
routinely support the yard but fail to expose the growing 
safety conundrum, owe the people answers to these questions. 

Is it morally right to support the production of high-level 
nuclear waste for which there is no effective solution? If your 
answer is yes, what is your plan? Where and whose 
community will you suggest sending the nuclear pollution that 
you have helped to create here by your cheerleading of a 
facility whose purpose is to keep alive toxic submarines, 
conveyors of weapons of mass destruction. Corporations have 
been allowed to secretly produce and purvey weapons of mass 
destruction through the well-oiled machine Eisenhower 
warned against, the military industrial complex, and a mixture 
of private corporations and elected officials who aid and abet 
the lucrative contracts. The people never have had a 
meaningful voice in this nuclear madness, but here is our 
chance to speak out and address what has been kept secret. 

With no other facility itching to take on the above-stated 
nuclear liabilities, I don't think PNSY needs to worry about 
closure. People will soon be cheering when the budget ax 
misses a truly appropriate target. I have always supported a 
full employment conversion of this nuclear facility to one that 
produces beauty or things to enhance and ensure the life worth 
saving. 
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BBLLOOGGSS::  
47. EXCERPTS FROM BLOGS AROUND THE WORLD 
(PUBLISHED 06 – 09 FEB 12) 

 
Executing The Maritime Strategy from Navy Live, 

February 8 
“Together with our allies and partners, we will continue 

our commitment to maritime security and freedom of the seas 

in the Asia-Pacific region. We tangibly demonstrate this 
commitment through credible, purposeful forward presence. 
Our presence must prioritize the current war-fighting 
readiness necessary to operate as an effective force across the 
full range of our maritime strategy.” 
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Adm. Cecil D Haney, Commander, U.S. Pacific Fleet 
Around the world, the Navy is executing the core 

capabilities of the Maritime Strategy; examples from January 
include: 

Forward Presence 

 The Abraham Lincoln Carrier Strike Group flew 760 
sorties totaling more than 1,090 hours of support for 
maritime security operations and theater security 
cooperation efforts in U.S. 5th Fleet area of 
operations. 

 Ninety-eight U.S. Navy Reserve Sailors assigned to 
Navy Expeditionary Logistics Support Group 
FORWARD provided air cargo, fuels support, and 
expeditionary support services in Kuwait and 
Afghanistan. 

Maritime Security 

 USS Kidd’s (DDG 100) visit, board, search and 
seizure team boarded Iranian-flagged fishing dhow 
Al Molai and detained 15 suspected pirates who had 
reportedly held the 13-member Iranian crew hostage 
for two months. 

 Detachments and boats from Riverine Squadrons 1, 
2, and 3 deployed alongside U.S. Coast Guard 
personnel and Royal Netherlands Marines to patrol 
waterways and beaches at Camp Lejeune, N.C., 
during Bold Alligator 2012. 

Deterrence 

 Maritime Expeditionary Security Squadron 4 teams 
protected Military Sealift Command vessels and 
other high value units in Kuwait, the Horn of Africa, 
and Rota, Spain. 

 USS McClusky (FFG 41) departed San Diego for an 
independent deployment to the Eastern Pacific Ocean 
in support of Combating Transnational Organized 
Crime operations. 

Power Projection 

 Commander, Task Force 57 flew 198 sorties totaling 
1,490 hours in support of Operation Enduring 
Freedom, counter-piracy and Partnership Strength 
Presence. 

 USS New Orleans (LPD 19) conducted joint training 
with the U.S. Army, qualifying AH-64 Apache 
helicopters for landing on the ship’s flight deck, 
demonstrating the U.S. military’s flexibility and 
interoperability. 

Building Maritime Partnerships 

 MV Strong Mariner unloaded 602 pieces of U.S. 
Marine Corps cargo in support of exercise Cobra 
Gold, held annually in Thailand. 

 High Speed Vessel (HSV 2) Swift participated in 
Southern Partnership Station 2012 conducted more 
than 20 subject matter expert exchanges with more 
than 300 civilian and military partners in Panama, 
Guatemala, and Peru. 

Humanitarian Assistance / Disaster Response 

 Maritime Civil Affairs Team 205 trained local 
medical personnel on proper medical incineration 

procedures and certified a medical incinerator used to 
prevent the spread of HIV in eastern Kenya. 

 An aircrew assigned to Patrol Squadron 47, operating 
from Naval Air Station Sigonella, Sicily, helped 
rescue 68 people adrift on a powerless raft in the 
Mediterranean Sea. 

View Status of the Navy (as of Feb. 8, 2012): 
 
USS Mesa Verde Returns from Operating at the ‘Tip 

of the Spear’ by CDR John Reilly from Navy Live, 
February 7 

“Of all the ships I have served on since joining the Navy 
in 1985, this is by far the most capable of sustained operations 
in austere environments. She has performed beyond 
expectations, both operationally and materially, during both 
deployments. These are the greatest amphibious warships ever 
to put to sea. They are destroyers in amphib clothing, capable 
of operating in multiple tactical arenas.“ 

–CDR John Reilly, USS Mesa Verde (LPD 19) 
Commanding Officer 

The Bataan Amphibious Ready Group (ARG) returned 
home, following a historic 10½ month deployment to the 5th 
and 6th fleet areas of responsibility. The ARG includes 
amphibious transport dock ship USS Mesa Verde, commanded 
by CDR John Reilly. He writes the following post on the 
deployment and the team that made it a success. 

Team MESA VERDE (LPD 19) returned home to 
Norfolk today after 321 days away from its homeport. 

Early last year, Mesa Verde deployed after having just 
returned from its maiden deployment only seven months 
earlier. Called upon to execute the CNO’s sailing directions to 
focus on WARFIGHTING FIRST, we headed to the 
Mediterranean and 5th Fleet to OPERATE FORWARD, 
taking advantage of the unique capabilities of the LPD-17 
class ship to consolidate large, effective, groups of Marines, 
disaggregated from the main Amphibious Ready Group but 
still mission-ready. 

LPD-19 carries 60 days of sustainment aboard and has 
excellent fuel economy, which enabled us to go long periods 
of time without replenishment. With its modern combat 
systems platform making it capable of rigorous self-defense, 
Mesa Verde was chosen to operate alone in an active war 
zone. LPD-19 Sailors exercised their warfighting skills as they 
maintained Air Defense Commander and Mine Warfare 
Commander roles while embarked by the Joint Forces 
Maritime Component Commander. Our team was responsible 
for executing countless contingency missions, including the 
re-opening of the United States embassy in Libya. 

Working together with elements from 22nd Marine 
Expeditionary Unit was awesome. The teamwork displayed 
helped build lifelong, professional relationships that will make 
future embarkations even more successful for the Navy-
Marine Corps team. 

This deployment provided great opportunities for us all. 
In addition to standing watch and maintaining our equipment, 
we trained for any possibility. We stayed busy completing 
correspondence courses and Enlisted Surface Warfare 
Specialist qualifications. We worked out in our gym, ran the 
ramps or around our flight deck. We enjoyed swim calls in 
many of the seven seas, and port visits to several historic 
ports-of-call. 
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Through it all, since commissioning, the Mesa Verde 
team has been deployed more than it has been in and round its 
homeport. What makes this so impressive is the performance 
of this ship and this outstanding team. 

A special ship demands a special crew and we have just 
that on LPD-19. They have come together to excel, to take on 
the difficult, to make “sustained, superior performance” a 
standard at the “tip of the spear,” time after time. 

And now we are home, after another job well done. 

 Sailors and Marines form a Navy "N" aboard San 
Antonio class amphibious transport dock ship USS 
Mesa Verde (LPD 19) during the making of a spirit 
video for the Navy versus Army game. 

 Sailors prepare for mooring operations as the 
amphibious transport dock ship USS Mesa Verde 
(LPD 19) arrives for a routine port visit to Crete. 

 The amphibious transport dock ship USS Mesa Verde 
(LPD 19) participates in a VBSS exercise. 

 Sailors and Marines from the San Antonio-class 
amphibious transport dock ship USS Mesa Verde 
(LPD 19) and the 22nd Marine Expeditionary Unit 
(MEU 22) provide medical care and assistance to 
Moroccan mariners. 

 Sailors stand watch on the bridge aboard the San 
Antonio-class amphibious transport dock ship USS 
Mesa Verde (LPD 19) in preparation for pulling into 
in Rota, Spain. 

 A CH-53 Sea Stallion helicopter assigned to the 
Thunder Chickens of Marine Medium Tiltrotor 
Squadron (VMM) 263 launches from the San 
Antonio-class amphibious transport dock ship USS 
Mesa Verde (LPD 19). 

View Gallery (7 Photos) 
 
NAMRU-Dayton Leading the Way in Unmanned 

Systems Human Factors Research by Dr. Richard Arnold 
from Navy Medicine Live, February 8 

Dr. Richard D. Arnold is Aeromedical Director at Naval 
Aerospace Medical Research Unit-Dayton. 

In the late 1990s, the Naval Aerospace Medical Research 
Laboratory (NAMRL) in Pensacola, Fla. conducted early 
research on selection testing of RQ-2 Pioneer Unmanned 
Aircraft Systems (UAS) operators. After moving to Wright-
Patterson Air Force Base, Ohio last year as part of a Base 
Realignment and Closure (BRAC), the NAMRL team became 
the Aeromedical Directorate of the Naval Medical Research 
Unit – Dayton (NAMRU-Dayton). 

The previous NAMRL research was successful in 
developing effective tests to select qualified Pioneer UAS 
operator candidates, but the significant changes that have 
occurred in UAS vehicles like interfaces and concepts of 
operations during the intervening decade, coupled with the 
retirement of Pioneer, suggest the tests used previously may 
no longer be relevant for selecting operators of the new 
advanced systems. 

Last November NAMRU-Dayton hosted a tri-service 
workshop of UAS human factors research, development, test, 
and engineering. A range of critical research topics were 
identified over the course of the workshop. One of the major 

issues identified was the need for new research on UAS 
operator and crew selection. 

NAMRU-Dayton researchers, in collaboration with 
researchers at the Naval Air Warfare Center (Aircraft and 
Training System Divisions), conducted a large-scale job-task 
analysis spanning multiple unmanned air vehicles and crew 
positions. The preliminary results suggest that operators of 
these newer systems need a very different skill set from their 
Pioneer predecessors. 

Preliminary analyses suggest that UAS operator 
knowledge, skills, ability and other personal characteristics 
(KSAOs) related to communication, teamwork and decision 
making play the most significant roles in current UAS 
operations. 

Across all platforms studied, the top-rated operator 
KSAOs include such traits as oral comprehension, oral 
expression, team-work skills, written comprehension, 
dependability, accountability, self-discipline, critical thinking 
and task prioritization. 

In contrast to critical Pioneer KSAOS, physical and 
psychomotor skills were found to be relatively less important. 
For example hand-eye coordination, a skill critical for 
operation for the Pioneer vehicle ranked only 59th of 66 
KSAOs rated in this recent study of advanced and highly 
automated unmanned systems. 

http://www.med.navy.mil/sites/nmrc/Pages/namrud.htm 
 
Why Okinawa Won’t Be Celebrating if 4,700 U.S. 

Marines Move to Guam by Krista Mahr from Global Spin 
(TIME), February 7 

If you’re into planes, the hilltop park overlooking the U.S. 
Marine Corps Air Station Futenma is not a bad place to be. 
You can watch cargo planes make wide circles over the green 
hills of Okinawa all day, swooping down to the airfield below 
for a landing or practice drop, and lifting back up into the 
overcast winter sky. You can also get a pretty good idea of 
how the locals feel about those planes. A decidedly unsubtle 
placard at the overlook shows an aerial photo of the airstrip 
and the surrounding neighborhood rammed up against its 
fences. Every elementary school, kindergarten, hospital, 
elderly-care center, playground and religious institution within 
crashing distance is marked. Quite clearly. In English. 

For years, residents in the Okinawan city of Ginowan 
have called for the Futenma air base to leave their 
neighborhood. And for years, residents near Camp Schwab, a 
more remote Marine base on the north of the island that the 
U.S. and Japan have agreed will absorb Futenma, have been 
protesting that too. The Okinawans’ standoff – fueled as much 
if not more by resentment of Tokyo than the U.S. – has been a 
major headache between Japan and the U.S. at a time when 
both sides are looking to strengthen security ties in the face of 
the looming specter of a stronger and more assertive China. 

This week, something resembling a resolution — or at 
least a step forward in some direction — may be coming into 
focus. Japanese government sources told reporters that the 
U.S. and Japan had “reached a broad agreement” to transfer 
4,700 Marines off Okinawa and move them to Guam. If it 
goes ahead, the move would be a revision to a 2006 bilateral 
agreement, known as the U.S.-Japan Realignment Road Map, 
which originally linked the transfer of 8,000 Marines from 
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Okinawa to Guam with the relocation of the contentious 
Futenma air base out of the crowded city of Ginowan. 

The discussions are happening during meetings this week 
between the U.S. and Japan in Washington, and reports of the 
Marine transfer have not been confirmed or denied by the U.S. 
government. Commander Leslie Hull-Ryde, a Department of 
Defense spokesperson, said in a statement that “the United 
States and Japan are continuously looking for more efficient 
and effective ways to achieve the goals of the Realignment 
Road Map. However, no decisions have been made; therefore, 
there are no announcements to be made.” But the statement 
did affirm that “the two countries remain fully committed to 
the implementation of the Futenma Replacement Facility and 
the relocation of the MCAS Futenma air base to Camp 
Schwab.” 

Japanese media are reporting that a joint announcement is 
on its way within the week. Whatever it is, it’s not going to go 
down well on Okinawa, despite the fact that many on the 
island have been fighting for the Marines and all other U.S. 
military members to leave the island for years. Why? By 
detaching the Marine relocation from the 2006 deal – part of 
the U.S. “pivot to Asia” strategy of installing more smaller 
and nimble forces around the Pacific from Hawaii to Darwin 
to Guam – Okinawans may have lost whatever bargaining chip 
they had left with Tokyo. The incentive to find a good solution 
to the Futenma relocation now comes down to good faith, 
which isn’t to say that the U.S. and Tokyo are not committed 
to making Okinawans, who were occupied by the U.S. until 
1972, more comfortable with the arrangement. It’s just that 
Okinawans might not see it that way. 

While Guam, which has been waiting to receive the influx 
of Marines for years now, has for the most part been looking 
forward to the boom of a military buildup, Okinawans are fed 
up with hosting half the American forces in Japan. The U.S. 
military has exclusive access to 18% of island, and most of 
that is encircled in high fences and barbed wire, which, 
frankly, makes it feel like a lot more. Though islanders blame 
the worst atrocities they endured during World War II on the 
Imperial Army, their list of grievances with the U.S. military 
and its personnel is also long, running from daily nuisances 
like plane noise and drunk Marines ending up in their yards to 
fatal traffic accidents and sexual assault. The brutal 
kidnapping and rape of a 12-year-old girl by three U.S. service 
members led to massive protests in 1995 and, ultimately, laid 
the foundation of the agreement to move Futenma. 

Mike Green, Japan chair at the Center for Strategic and 
International Studies in Washington, says although a “garrison 
mentality” that developed during the U.S. occupation “created 
a lot of resentment,” the military has been working hard to get 
its act together. “The crimes by American soldiers and 
Marines are way down,” Green says. “The safety records are 
way up. They have taken all these measures to reduce the 
impact.” 

But for many, the deadlock in Okinawa is not as simple as 
finding the right place to move loud aircraft and rowdy 20-
year-olds out of a crowded neighborhood. It’s about 70 years 
of feeling overlooked and abandoned by Tokyo. The island 
remains the poorest prefecture in Japan, with one of the 
highest unemployment rates, despite the oft touted economic 
benefits that the 26,000 American personnel and their families 
bring. “Okinawa was totally destroyed during the war,” says 

Susumu Matayoshi, director general of the Okinawa 
prefectural government. “Who started the war? Japan. During 
30 years of [U.S.] occupation, while Japan was enjoying an 
industrial boom, Okinawa was left behind.” 

It’s hard to see how Okinawans won’t interpret this 
week’s arrangement, whatever it turns out to be, as another 
deal made with the mainland’s interests at heart. Toshio Odo, 
a retired teacher out taking a morning walk along the fence 
near his house in Ginowan, points up at a plane coming in for 
a landing. “I can see the faces of the pilots from my house,” he 
says. When he was a boy, Odo says, he watched his friend 
killed in a hit-and-run accident. The driver, an American 
serviceman, got out of his car, threw a blanket over the dead 
boy, and drove off. “This was America then. We couldn’t do 
anything,” recalls Odo, now 63. “I’m not against Americans. 
I’m not against any nationality. But I am against people who 
treat us cheaply because they have power.” 

 
From an Outsider’s Perspective: Witnessing The 

Inaugural Kandahar Role 3 Hospital Training by Bruce 
Cummins from Navy Medicine Live, February 7 

From Jan.12 – 21, I had the opportunity to view, from an 
outsider’s perspective, the inaugural Kandahar Role 3 Hospital 
Training course at the Naval Expeditionary Medical Training 
Institute in Camp Pendleton, Calif. 

I was sent on temporary orders to document the two-week 
training program that is designed to bring together the entire 
staff of a forward-deployed medical facility for the first time 
in medical pre-deployment training history. I bore witness 
through the lens of my camera, through the numerous 
interviews conducted and through the personal relationships 
developed, to what a group of individuals is capable of in 
preparing to deploy to one of the most hostile environments on 
the face of the earth. 

From the onset, I simply observed, watching each of these 
people begin the journey that would ultimately lead them 
through the world’s busiest military trauma facility. 
Personalities developed, particulars emerged from simply 
living in close quarters, and I often found myself wondering 
how these individuals would function together — getting a job 
done that often seemed hopeless. 

Initially, the novelty of the situation birthed a fascination 
for many involved, most of who were on their initial 
deployment to a combat zone. The reality of the situation 
seemed a lifetime away, simply images shown on a screen in 
their living rooms. The reality of it all, however, became 
transparent when a Navy Trauma Training Center (NTTC) 
orthopedic surgeon provided a two-hour lecture, describing in 
detail and aided by a graphic slideshow, the types of injuries 
the Kandahar Role 3 Hospital Training Course student might 
expect to see. 

I didn’t watch the slideshow, concentrating instead on the 
faces of the individuals in the class, and noticing how very 
real what they were going to experience had become. 

It was at this point, after documenting numerous training 
scenarios in which individual groups participated, that I began 
to see the necessity of these personnel working together. The 
importance of the team aspect this training seemed to foster. 
But I wondered still how this group of individuals, only a few 
of whom had met previous to the course, would function in an 
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environment that would demand every ounce of their body, 
mind, heart and soul. 

I watched logistics specialists and gunner’s mates learn 
how to transport an injured person during a patient handling 
class, affixing a tourniquet to a simulated wound while 
simulated explosions and instructors screamed at students to 
hurry. I saw corpsmen and Medical Service Corps officers exit 
a Humvee and fire weapons at the NEMTI Fire Arms Training 
System (FATS) small arms simulator. I watched all personnel 
participate in arduous clinical skill station courses, many of 
which were instructed by Navy Reserve medical professionals 
who had served at the very hospital they were training these 
students to staff. 

The NEMTI-sponsored Kandahar Role 3 Training Course 
culminated with a final exercise, a series of events that I felt 
would overwhelm the students — a no-win scenario during 
which any and every eventuality would prove likelihood at the 
‘hospital’ they would be required to staff for the duration of 
the event. 

Each service member participating — the doctors, nurses, 
Medical Service Corps officers, corpsmen and support 
personnel — were to be actively engaged in a field hospital 
environment. With the aid of several outside vendors who 
provided their time and materials, the flow of ‘patients’ into 
the hospital seemed never-ending. Realistic mannequins 
flooded the triage area, the ward, patient receiving and the 

operating room. Scenarios involving security breaches, local 
nationals gaining access to visit personnel treated, and 
multiple ‘attacks’ added an element of reality to the exercise, 
which continued well into the night. 

Only when exiting the field hospital and walking away 
did I remember this was simply an exercise, and while I 
expected a chaotic mess, what I witnessed was a seamless 
transition to a multi-faceted unit, one of which I don’t doubt 
will function at the highest level, saving the lives of personnel 
injured in Afghanistan. 

These nearly 200 Navy personnel from various disciplines 
and backgrounds are no doubt a team, one with a mission that 
will undoubtedly challenge them on every level imaginable, 
and I — not a medical professional by trade and somewhat 
ignorant of the method in which these personnel operate — 
remained awed at the adaptability, willingness to sacrifice and 
teamwork this unit epitomized. 

There is no doubt they will succeed; the intensity with 
which they trained was evident. As I look back through the 
nearly 6,000 photos I took during my visit, I am struck again 
at the manner in which these Sailors and officers have worked 
together, and under the guidance of the NEMTI staff, 
developed a reliance on one another, a sense of teamwork that 
will result in Navy Medicine continuing its mission — 
providing world-class care … anytime, anywhere. 

Return to Index 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Giffords To Attend Pentagon Ship-Naming Ceremony Friday 
(THE HILL 09 FEB 12) ... Jeremy Herb 

Former Rep. Gabrielle Giffords (D-Ariz.) and the mother of the 9-year-old girl who was killed at last year’s Tucson, Ariz., 
shooting will attend a ship-naming ceremony Friday. 

 
2. PACOM Nominee Calls Regional Allies Bedrock of Strategy 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 09 FEB 12) ... Jim Garamone 

WASHINGTON – Japan, South Korea and other traditional allies will remain the bedrock of U.S. strategy in the Pacific even as 
the nation reaches out to others, President Barack Obama’s nominee to lead U.S. Pacific Command said during a Senate Armed 
Services Committee confirmation hearing today. 

 
3. Pentagon To Ease Ban On Women In Some Combat Roles 
Despite pressure, many ground jobs will remain off-limits 
(WASHINGTON POST 10 FEB 12) ... Craig Whitlock 

The Pentagon will maintain bans on women serving in most ground combat units, defense officials said Thursday, despite 
pressure from lawmakers and female veterans who called the restrictions outdated after a decade of war. 

 
4. Helos Soar Over Big Navy Wargame 
(WIRED 09 FEB 12) ... Spencer Ackerman 

ABOARD THE USS WASP — Over 14,000 Sailors and Marines from 31 ships and 11 nations took part in the biggest 
amphibious exercise in a decade. Danger Room was there, cameras rolling. 

 
5. 'Shipmates To Workmates' Seminar Held At NAS North Island 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 09 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Josh Cassatt, Navy Public Affairs Support Element 
West 

SAN DIEGO -- The Navy continued its commitment to the Sailors affected by Enlisted Retention Boards (ERB) by holding a 
transition assistance seminar aboard Naval Air Station North Island (NASNI) Feb. 9. 

 

CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
6. NWDC Keeps Bold Alligator Under Control 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 09 FEB 12) ... Chief Mass Communication Specialist Johnny Michael, U.S. Fleet Forces Command Public 
Affairs 

VIRGINIA BEACH, Va. -- The commander of Navy Warfare Development Command (NWDC) provided the media an 
opportunity to observe how Bold Alligator 2012, the largest amphibious exercise in 10 years, was controlled and synthesized Feb. 8. 

 
7. French LCAT Visits Wasp 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 09 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Aaron Chase, Navy Public Affairs Support 
Element - East 

USS WASP, At Sea -- Amphibious assault ship USS Wasp (LHD 1) welcomed France's newest amphibious craft Feb. 7 as part of 
the joint operations that make an essential piece of Exercise Bold Alligator 2012. 

 
8. Chafee And Tortuga Support 31st MEU At Cobra Gold 2012 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 10 FEB 12) ... U.S. 7th Fleet Public Affairs 

SATTAHIP, Thailand -- The guided-missile destroyer USS Chafee (DDG 90) and amphibious dock landing ship USS Tortuga 
(LSD 46) are in Sattahip, Thailand, supporting the 31st Marine Expeditionary Unit for Exercise Cobra Gold 2012 (CG12) Feb. 7-17. 
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9. 241 Port Visits By U.S. Navy Ships To Sasebo Harbor In 2011 Set The Highest Ever 
(ASAHI SHIMBUN 09 FEB 12) 

Rim Peace, U.S. Forces watchdog group, made it public that the number of port visits by U.S. Navy ships to Sasebo Harbor in 
2011 amounts to 241 and was the highest ever since Rim Peace began collecting data in 1993. The reason is that Sasebo played the 
role of a logistics base for the U.S. Forces disaster relieve activities for the Great East Japan Earthquake and that U.S. Navy ships 
temporarily visited Sasebo to avoid the influence from the nuclear power plant accident. 

 
10. U.S. Military Assists In Latin America Anti-Drug Operation 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 09 FEB 12) 

MIAMI — The U.S. military announced Thursday it is joining a large international operation against drug smuggling and 
organized crime off the coast of Central America. 

 
11. In Cyber Era, Militaries Scramble For New Skills 
(REUTERS 09 FEB 12) ... Peter Apps 

LONDON - With growing worries about the threat of "cyber warfare,” militaries around the world are racing to recruit the 
computer specialists they believe may be central to the conflicts of the 21st century. 

 
12. Aid Missions Get Cutting-Edge Assistance From ONR 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 09 FEB 12) ... Katherine H. Crawford, Office of Naval Research 

ARLINGTON, Va. -- A Web-based tool suite that helps first responders rapidly coordinate resources during disasters, co-
sponsored by the Office of Naval Research (ONR), is being introduced at a University of Connecticut panel Feb. 8-11 as part of a 
monthlong rollout. 

 
13. Navy Determines Mystery Mine Is Harmless 
Technicians tow it to Coast Guard station 
(SOUTH FLORIDA SUN-SENTINEL 09 FEB 12) ... Wayne K. Roustan 

The mysterious mine that floated from Dania Beach to Hollywood, closing beaches and launching evacuations on Thursday, was 
a dud, according to Navy experts. 

 

GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
14. China Military Growth Spurs Asia Demand For Boeing, Lockheed 
(BLOOMBERG BUSINESSWEEK 10 FEB 12) ... Kyunghee Park and Jasmine Wang 

China’s surging defense budget, the world’s second-biggest, is helping spur military spending across Asia, offering U.S. and 
European suppliers a chance to offset slowing demand at home. 

 
15. U.S. Military Seeks More Access In Philippines 
(REUTERS 09 FEB 12) ... Manuel Mogato 

But it is not trying to reopen military bases there. 
 

16. Phl Wants To Retain Equipment From U.S. Ship 
(PHILIPPINE STAR 10 FEB 12) 

CLARK, PAMPANGA, Philippines – The Philippine Navy is requesting the United States to keep intact some features of the 
second ship it plans to provide the country. 

 
17. Singapore Airshow Raises Fighter Industry Stakes In Asia 
(DEFENSE NEWS 09 FEB 12) ... Wendell Minnick 

TAIPEI — The biennial 2012 Singapore Airshow, Feb. 14-19, the largest aerospace event in Asia and now among the world’s top 
three aviation events, will focus on regional fighter programs in Australia, Japan, Malaysia, South Korea and Taiwan. 

 
18. Turks Torpedo Israel Navy Participation In NATO Operation 
Ankara prevents first instance of active Israeli participation in one of Western military alliance’s operations, 
but J'lem on verge of signing deal to upgrade relations with NATO, defense officials say. 
(JERUSALEM POST 10 FEB 12) ... Yaakov Katz and Herb Keinon 

Turkey has torpedoed an Israeli plan to contribute an Israel Navy missile ship to a NATO mission in the Mediterranean Sea, in 
what would have been the first time Israel actively participated in one of the Western military alliance’s operations. 
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19. Saudi Arabia Threatens To Go Nuclear 'Within Weeks' If Iran Gets The Bomb 
(LONDON TIMES 10 FEB 12) ... Hugh Tomlinson 

RIYADH - Saudi Arabia could acquire nuclear warheads within weeks of Iran developing atomic weapons as the threat from 
Tehran triggers an arms race across the Middle East. 

 
20. Deputy PM Rogozin Urges Russian Defense Industry Upgrade 
(RIA NOVOSTI 09 FEB 12) 

NOVOSIBIRSK - Russian Deputy Prime Minister Dmitry Rogozin on Thursday urged an upgrade of the country’s defense 
industry during his working visit to Siberia where he met with scientists and students. 

 
21. Russia’s Bulava-Carrying Subs To Enter Service In Summer 
(RIA NOVOSTI 09 FEB 12) 

MOSCOW - Russia’s newest nuclear-powered submarines, the Yury Dolgoruky and the Alexander Nevsky, will be put into 
operation in the summer, Defense Minister Anatoly Serdyukov said on Thursday. 

 
22. Iran Adds 2 Submarines To Naval Fleet Amid Tensions Over Strait Of Hormuz 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 09 FEB 12) 

TEHRAN, Iran — Iran’s official news agency reported Thursday that the navy has added two more domestically built light 
submarines to its fleet. 

 
23. Remedial Work For Navy's Problem Ship 
(FAIRFAX MEDIA (NEW ZEALAND) 10 FEB 12) ... Shane Cowlishaw 

Less than five years after it entered service, the navy's $177 million flagship will be out of action for seven months while it 
undergoes a long list of repairs. 

 
24. High Hopes: Navy Airs Fuel-Saving Idea 
The navy is going back to basics in a bid to cut its soaring fuel bill — wind power. 
(IRISH EXAMINER 09 FEB 12) ... Sean O’Riordan 

Commodore Mark Mellett confirmed the navy was collaborating with the Irish Maritime and Energy Resource Cluster, UCC, and 
CIT to develop "kite sails" which would be used to save fuel when a ship was carrying out surveillance. 

 
25. UK Hits Back At Argentina Over Falklands 
(REUTERS 09 FEB 12) ... Adrian Croft 

STOCKHOLM - U.K. Prime Minister David Cameron hit back at Argentina on Feb. 9 over its plans to protest to the United 
Nations against British “militarization” of the Falklands, saying islanders would have London’s backing for as long as they wished to 
remain British. 

 

PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
26. Navy Celebrates Women's History Month 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 09 FEB 12) ... Ensign Amber Lynn Daniel, Diversity and Inclusion Public Affairs 

WASHINGTON -- The Navy joins the nation in celebrating Women's History Month throughout the month of March as 
announced in NAVADMIN 051/12, Feb. 9. 

 
27. Cummings: Federal Workers 'Have Sacrificed Enough' 
(WASHINGTON POST 10 FEB 12) ... Joe Davidson 

As the top Democrat on the House Oversight and Government Reform Committee, Rep. Elijah E. Cummings is in the difficult 
position of protecting federal employees from a stream of proposals pushed by the majority Republicans that would limit pay and 
benefits. 

 
28. NOFFS Brings Sea Of Change To Navy Fitness 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 09 FEB 12) ... Commander, Navy Installations Command Public Affairs 

WASHINGTON -- The Navy Operational Fitness and Fueling Series (NOFFS), launched Navy-wide in January 2012, represents 
a sea of change in the way the Navy implements fitness. 

 
29. Amputation Cases Among U.S. Troops Hit A Post-9/11 High In 2011 
(STARS AND STRIPES 09 FEB 12) ... Chris Carroll 

WASHINGTON — More U.S. troops lost limbs in 2011 than in any previous year of fighting since the 9/11 attacks, recently 
published Pentagon data shows. 
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30. Navy Surgeon General Visits Navy Recruiting 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 09 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Michael B. Lavender, Navy Recruiting Command 
Public Affairs 

MILLINGTON, Tenn. -- Navy Surgeon General Vice Adm. Matthew L. Nathan visited Navy Recruiting Command (NRC) Feb. 9 
to show his support for the command's medical missions. 

 
31. Mayport Navy Chief Returns From Afghanistan 
(WJXT NEWS4JAX TV 09 FEB 12) 

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. - Command Master Chief Dave Anderson is being called a hero. But don't tell him that. He'll disagree. 
 

32. Navy Senior Chief Dishonorably Discharged For Sex Abuse 
(KITSAP (WA) SUN 09 FEB 12) 

BREMERTON — A Navy senior chief based at Naval Base Kitsap has been dishonorably discharged for sexual abuse and other 
violations, according to a Naval Region Northwest spokesman. 

 
33. Top Enlisted Fired Amid Relationship Allegation 
(NAVY TIMES 09 FEB 12) ... Sam Fellman 

The top enlisted man on a Bangor, Wash.-based ballistic-missile submarine was fired Jan. 3 for “administrative reasons” amid 
allegations that he was having an inappropriate relationship with a female Naval Academy midshipman onboard, a Submarine Group 
9 spokesman confirmed Thursday. 

 

FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
34. Analysis: Navy May Benefit In Revamped Military 
(NAVY TIMES 09 FEB 12) ... Ledyard King 

WASHINGTON — Defense Secretary Leon Panetta wants to “rebalance our global and presence to emphasize where we think 
the potential problems will be in the world” with the goal of producing a leaner, more rapidly deployable military. 

 
35. Fears Of 'Hollow Force' Unfounded, Lawmakers Told 
(MILITARY UPDATE 09 FEB 12) ... Tom Philpott 

The Congressional Research Service has a message for those who suggest planned defense budget cuts and military compensation 
curbs will return America to the "hollow force" era of the 1970s. 

 
36. Admiral Praises Role Of Virginia Class Submarines 
(PORTSMOUTH (NH) HERALD 09 FEB 12) ... Deborah McDermott 

WASHINGTON, D.C. — The Virginia class of submarines received high praise Thursday from a Navy admiral testifying before 
the Senate Armed Services Committee. 

 
37. Autonomy Is Key To Submarine Drones 
Navy Says Autonomy Is Key To Robotic Submarines 
(LOS ANGELES TIMES 09 FEB 12) ... W.J. Hennigan 

WASHINGTON -- Achieving complete autonomy in future robotic submarines is crucial to the Navy's plans to use drone 
technology. 

 
38. Ease Buying Of Unmanned Systems, Branch Head In Navy Expeditionary Warfare Says 
(DEFENSE DAILY 10 FEB 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

A branch head in the Navy's Expeditionary Warfare Division wants to make it easier for the military to buy small unmanned 
systems to keep pace with emerging technologies and warfighter requirements. 

 
39. Pentagon Budget Is Said To Fund First Northrop Global Hawk Drones For NATO 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 09 FEB 12) ... Tony Capaccio 

The Pentagon proposes in its new budget to spend $1.2 billion for the first three NATO-version Northrop Grumman Corp. Global 
Hawk drones and three additional U.S. Navy-version drones, according to an official. 

 
40. Mideast, European Allies Eye Fire Scout Drone 
(AOL DEFENSE 09 FEB 12) ... Carlo Munoz 

WASHINGTON - The Navy's venerable Fire Scout unmanned drone could go global if service leaders can lock in agreements 
with a number of key European and Mideast allies. 
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41. Poseidon Lands At Naval Air Station Jacksonville For Weapons Certification 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 09 FEB 12) ... Clark Pierce, Jax Air News 

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. -- A three-day conventional weapons technical proficiency inspection (CWTPI) for Patrol Squadron (VP) 
30 ordnance personnel supporting the P-8A Poseidon aircraft began Feb. 6 

 
42. Navy To Build Two New Oceanographic Research Vessels 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 09 FEB 12) ... Grace Jean, Office of Naval Research 

ARLINGTON, Va. -- The Navy has awarded $70 million to a West Coast-based shipyard to begin building the second of two 
modern oceanographic research vessels, the Office of Naval Research (ONR) announced Feb. 9. 

 
43. Marines To Retire Their Workhorse Helicopters 
(HONOLULU STAR-ADVERTISER 09 FEB 12) ... William Cole 

The last of the Marine Corps' aging Sikorsky CH-53D Sea Stallion helicopters will be ceremoniously retired here Friday with one 
of the big choppers flying over to the Pacific Aviation Museum-Pearl Harbor to become a museum piece, officials said. 

 

BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
44. Webb, Levin, McCain Warn No Funding For Buildup Until Congressional Requirements Met 
(PACIFIC NEWS CENTER (GUAM) 10 FEB 12) ... Kevin Kerrigan 

GUAM - Senators Carl Levin, John McCain and Jim Webb are all warning the Obama administration that Congress will not 
authorize funding for its plans to realign U.S. forces in Japan and Guam until the Pentagon complies with the Congressional 
requirements set last year in the 2012 Defense Authorization Act. 

 
45. Japan, U.S. Hoping To Conjure Better Ending After Failed Scenario 
(KYODO NEWS 10 FEB 12) ... Takuya Karube and Yasushi Azuma 

TOKYO/WASHINGTON -- Japan and the United States made a momentous decision this week about the future of their long-
standing security alliance, finally acknowledging that the road map plan for the realignment of thousands of Marines stationed in 
Okinawa, mapped out in 2006, is no longer feasible. 

 

NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
46. Historian Explains War Of 1812’s Impact On National Defense 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 09 FEB 12) ... Bradley Cantor, Emerging Media, Defense Media Activity 

WASHINGTON – The War of 1812 was a watershed moment in the nation’s development of a strong national defense system, a 
military historian said this week, as it provided justification for building up the Navy and changed the nation’s attitude toward 
strengthening the central government. 

 
47. USS New York Featured In Discovery Channel Series "Mighty Ships" 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 09 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist Seaman Recruit Scott Youngblood, Amphibious Squadron 8 
Public Affairs 

ATLANTIC OCEAN -- A film crew from Discovery Channel got underway with amphibious transport dock ship USS New York 
(LPD 21) Jan. 27 to document shipboard life and training evolutions for the network's TV series "Mighty Ships." 

 
48. First Lady, DoD: Bases Need Healthier Foods 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 09 FEB 12) ... Nancy Benac 

WASHINGTON — Hold the mystery meat: Military bases will soon be serving more fruits, vegetables and low-fat dishes under 
the first program in 20 years to improve nutrition standards across the armed services. 

 
49. Veterans Affairs Secretary Salutes GI Benefit 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 10 FEB 12) ... Corinne Reilly 

NORFOLK - Department of Veterans Affairs Secretary Eric Shinseki made a quick stop in Norfolk on Thursday to visit a trade 
school that recently began accepting military veterans using the Post-9/11 GI Bill. 

 
50. Tricare Pharmacy Merger Worries Lawmakers 
(NAVY TIMES 09 FEB 12) ... Patricia Kime 

Seven lawmakers have written to the Pentagon expressing concern over a proposed merger between the company that manages 
Tricare’s pharmacy benefit and another corporate pharmaceutical giant. 
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51. Real Navy SEALs Go Hollywood 
(CNN 09 FEB 12) 

Real Navy SEALs act in the new action thriller movie “Act of Valor,” which is opening in theaters this month. For the first time 
Special Operations Forces are acting out their real work, shooting, high altitude jumps, and patrolling in murky waters. CNN spoke to 
the director and had an exclusive interview with one of the SEALs in the movie. 

 

OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
52. Rapidly Aging Weapons Jeopardize National Security 
(MCCLATCHY NEWSPAPERS 09 FEB 12) ... MacKenzie Eaglen 

None of America's armed forces can meet all of the demands placed on them by commanders today. 
 

53. Sinking Navy In Sea Of Red Ink 
Obama’s deep budget cuts will leave sailors short of ships 
(WASHINGTON TIMES 09 FEB 12) ... Rep. Duncan D. Hunter 

The Navy is the primary mechanism for projecting American military power around the world. For the better part of the past 
century, no corner of the globe has been off-limits, demonstrating that the global reach and readiness of the Navy is second to none. 

 
54. Navy Will Have Fewer Ships But Same Mission 
(MOBILE PRESS REGISTER 09 FEB 12) ... Hal Pierce, Retired Navy Captain 

We saw in the news recently that the U.S. Navy is having to make substantial cuts in shipbuilding to support the urgent need for 
our country to return to fiscal responsibility. Other services are also cutting. 

 
55. Pentagon Should Embrace Larger Budget Cuts 
(U.S. NEWS & WORLD REPORT 09 FEB 12) ... Matthew Leatherman 

Leon Panetta thinks it would be "nuts" to sequester the defense budget, a view he will likely reiterate to Congress Monday when 
he unveils the 2013 Pentagon budget request. The process known as sequester would force a nearly $500 billion cut in addition to 
$350 billion in already planned reductions over the next decade. 

 
56. Keeping Syria At Arm's Length 
Diplomacy, not military action that could enmesh the U.S. in a civil war, is the best approach. 
(LOS ANGELES TIMES 10 FEB 12) ... Editorial 

Given the continued carnage in Syria, and given Russian and Chinese obstruction of a plan to have Syrian President Bashar Assad 
step aside, the Arab League, Western nations and the United Nations secretary-general are scrambling to identify other measures to 
stop the killing. Those efforts are urgent and admirable. But, dire as the humanitarian situation is, the United States and NATO should 
resist the temptation to become militarily involved. 

 
57. Closer To Take-Off: Israel And Iran 
Momentum is growing for an Israeli airstrike on Iran -- with or without American support 
(THE ECONOMIST 11 FEB 12) ... Editorial 

Is it all part of a carefully calibrated campaign of bluff and rumour intended to support tightening sanctions and bring Iran to the 
negotiating table, or is the ground really being prepared for an attack on Iranian nuclear facilities in the next few months? Perhaps it is 
neither and the people who count, yet to make up their minds, are frantically hedging and debating. 

 
58. Four Ways The U.S. Could End Up At War With Iran Before The Election* 
(TIME 09 FEB 12) ... Jay Newton-Small 

Most political analysts in Washington believe that war with Iran is unlikely, especially before the November U.S. elections. 
Politically it would be hard for President Obama to engage in another Middle Eastern war given the war weariness of the U.S. 
electorate, let alone the question of being able to afford it at a time when Defense Secretary Leon Panetta is cutting hundreds of 
billions of dollars from the Pentagon budget. There also seems little appetite from the international community to wage war with Iran, 
especially since Tehran is still allowing United Nations inspectors into their nuclear sites and, for the first time in recent history, 
sanctions seem to be working. 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Giffords To Attend Pentagon Ship-Naming Ceremony Friday 
(THE HILL 09 FEB 12) ... Jeremy Herb 

Former Rep. Gabrielle Giffords (D-Ariz.) and the mother 
of the 9-year-old girl who was killed at last year’s Tucson, 
Ariz., shooting will attend a ship-naming ceremony Friday. 

Former Rep. Ike Skelton (D-Mo.), who was chairman of 
the House Armed Services Committee from 2007 to 2011, will 
also be in attendance. 

Giffords will also be going to the White House on Friday, 
when President Obama will sign the last piece of legislation 
she proposed into law. 

Navy Secretary Ray Mabus will host the ship-naming 
ceremony at the Pentagon. 

Giffords will be joined at the ceremony by Roxanna 
Green, the mother of Christina Taylor-Green, who was shot 
and killed in the shooting rampage at a Tucson constituent 
event held by Giffords in January 2011. 

Giffords is still recovering from being shot in the head in 
the shooting. She announced last month she was resigning 
from Congress, and one of her aides who was injured in the 
shooting is now running to take her place. 

The Navy has not announced what the ship, its newest 
littoral combat ship (LCS), will be called. A Navy 
spokeswoman said she could not elaborate about whether 
Giffords’s and Green’s attendance was tied to the ship’s name. 

Return to Index 
 

2. PACOM Nominee Calls Regional Allies Bedrock of Strategy 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 09 FEB 12) ... Jim Garamone 

WASHINGTON – Japan, South Korea and other 
traditional allies will remain the bedrock of U.S. strategy in 
the Pacific even as the nation reaches out to others, President 
Barack Obama’s nominee to lead U.S. Pacific Command said 
during a Senate Armed Services Committee confirmation 
hearing today. 

Navy Adm. Samuel J. Locklear III, currently the 
commander of U.S. Naval Forces Europe and NATO’s Allied 
Joint Force Command will succeed Navy Adm. Robert F. 
Willard at Pacom if the Senate approves his nomination. 

The United States needs to remain in the Asia-Pacific 
region, Locklear said, noting that since World War II, the 
American military has provided the security that has allowed 
Asian nations to prosper. 

“Our security posture in that … part of the world has 
underpinned … much of the progress that’s been made not 
only in military area, but in all areas of progress with our 
allies, our partners and, in some ways, China,” he said. 

China is the largest economy in the area and is important 
to the United States in numerous respects, Locklear said. He 
wants to strengthen the ties between the Chinese and 
American militaries, he added, envisioning a partnership with 
China that would be “cooperative, but competitive.” 

“We are an Asian power. “We’re a Pacific power. We’re 
a global power,” he said. “We have interest in that part of the 
world. And I believe that the Chinese and other people in that 
part of the world need to recognize that we do have U.S. 
national interests there, and we have the interests of strong 
allies there.” 

Greater cooperation between the Chinese and American 
militaries would serve to reduce tensions and give greater 
clarity and greater transparency to relations, the admiral said. 

“It will be my plan to … improve our mil-to-mil 
relationships with a recognition that there are things we won’t 
agree on -- that greater transparency is good for all of us to 
avoid miscalculation,” he added. 

In the end, Locklear said, the objective in Asia is a secure, 
stable environment that allows nations to grow and prosper in 
peace. 

One area of contention with China is competing interests 
in the South China Sea. The region is an important sea line of 

communication, the admiral said, and any settlement in the 
region must be done peacefully and within the rule of law. 

To that end, Locklear told the senators, he supports the 
Senate ratifying the Law of the Sea Treaty and believes the 
United States should be a member of the United Nations 
initiative. 

“It allows us a better mechanism to be able to have a legal 
discussion that prevents us from having miscalculated events,” 
he said. “Overall, it provides us a framework for a better 
future security.” 

The admiral said he is concerned about the stability of the 
Korean peninsula. “It’s in our best interests to ensure that we 
maintain a strong deterrent there,” he said. Kim Jong Un has 
just assumed power in North Korea, and the United States and 
its allies are watching the transition carefully, he said. 

“Day by day, so far, so good,” he added. “But it’s yet to 
be determined how this will play out in the mid-to-long term.” 

Locklear said he believes North Korea has changed over 
the past decades, noting that the North Koreans are using more 
asymmetric activities to provoke the South and its allies. 

“I am very much concerned, and we should certainly stay 
vigilant,” he said. “And if confirmed, I will assure you it will 
be one of my highest priorities.” 

Training local forces to handle security in their own 
countries underpins the new U.S. defense strategy guidance, 
Locklear said, promising to work with allies and partners on 
counterterrorism operations. These operations are critical “to 
not only their security, but our security,” he added. 

Next Pacific Commander To Push Realignment Of 
U.S. Forces In Japan 

(KYODO NEWS 10 FEB 12) 
WASHINGTON -- Adm. Samuel Locklear, who has been 

tapped to head the U.S. Pacific Command, told a Senate panel 
Thursday that he will promote the realignment of U.S. forces 
in Japan in line with the review of the plan that Tokyo and 
Washington have agreed. 

Noting that he is "aware of" a joint statement issued 
Wednesday by Japan and the United States on the review of 
their realignment plan, Locklear told the Senate Arms Services 
Committee, "I am prepared to support the leadership of the 
Department of Defense, if I am appointed or if I'm confirmed, 
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to give them my best military advice as they go forward with 
this process." 

Locklear also stressed the U.S. commitment to the 
defense of Japan under the bilateral security treaty, saying the 
security alliance with Japan is "a cornerstone" of U.S. strategy 
in the Pacific. 

"If I'm confirmed, it will remain a priority and remain the 
cornerstone," he said. 

Locklear also showed support for the plan to relocate the 
U.S. Marine Corps' Futenma Air Station from a crowded 
residential area of Ginowan to a less-densely populated coastal 
area of Nago, both in Okinawa Prefecture. 

The admiral said he will cooperate with Japan on steps to 
implement the relocation plan. 

In the joint statement, Japan and the United States agreed 
to review the military realignment plan by delinking the 
transfer of Okinawa-based U.S. Marines to Guam from the 
relocation of the Futenma base. 

But the two countries reiterated their commitment to 
implementing the base relocation within the island prefecture 
despite strong local opposition. 

Carl Levin, chairman of the committee, said he welcomes 
the bilateral statement as "it demonstrates a willingness to 
address issues about the level of our troop presence on 
Okinawa without conditioning the movement of Marines off 
of Okinawa to progress on the Futenma relocation facility." 

But Levin, a Democrat from Michigan, criticized the joint 
statement as it maintains the commitment to the current 
relocation plan for the Futenma base. 

"There appears to be no intention of reconsidering yet the 
plan to build the Futenma replacement facility at Camp 
Schwab on Okinawa, nor does it appear that the Air force 
bases in the region are being considered as part of the 
solution," he said. 

Levin, along with other senators such as Jim Webb, has 
urged Washington to study the possibility of integrating the 
Futenma facility with the existing Kadena base of the U.S. Air 
Force, calling the current relocation plan unfeasible. 

With approval by Congress, Locklear will replace Adm. 
Robert Willard as head of the U.S. Pacific Command. 
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3. Pentagon To Ease Ban On Women In Some Combat Roles 
Despite pressure, many ground jobs will remain off-limits 
(WASHINGTON POST 10 FEB 12) ... Craig Whitlock 

The Pentagon will maintain bans on women serving in 
most ground combat units, defense officials said Thursday, 
despite pressure from lawmakers and female veterans who 
called the restrictions outdated after a decade of war. 

After taking more than a year to review its policies on 
orders from Congress, the Defense Department announced 
that it would open about 14,000 combat-related positions to 
female troops, including tank mechanics and intelligence 
officers on the front lines. 

But the Pentagon said it would keep 238,000 other 
positions — about one-fifth of the regular active-duty military 
— off-limits to women, pending further reviews. Virtually all 
of those jobs are in the Army and Marine Corps. 

Pentagon officials said that they were committed to lifting 
barriers to women but that it was difficult to make sweeping 
changes on the battlefield during a time of war. 

“Sometimes this takes longer than you’d like,” said 
Virginia S. Penrod, the deputy assistant secretary of defense 
for military personnel policy. “It may appear too slow to 
some, but I see this as a great step forward.” 

In the 1970s, Penrod recalled, she was one of the first 
women allowed to serve at Minot Air Force Base in North 
Dakota. Female troops had previously been banned there 
because it was “too cold,” she said, adding that the military 
has come a long way since then. 

Advocates for women in the military, however, accused 
the Pentagon of dragging its feet and only belatedly 
recognizing the critical role that female troops have played in 
the wars in Afghanistan and Iraq. They said many of the job 
openings announced by the Pentagon merely codify the reality 
on the battlefield, where commanders have stretched rules for 
years to allow women to bear arms and support ground 
combat units. 

Since 2001, about 280,000 women have deployed to Iraq 
and Afghanistan, according to Defense Department statistics; 
144 have been killed, and 865 have been wounded. 

The biggest previous advance for women in uniform came 
in 1994, when the Clinton administration removed restrictions 
on more than a quarter-million troop slots. Since then, 
however, the Pentagon has kept in place a prohibition on 
women serving in units whose primary mission is “direct” 
ground combat, such as artillery, infantry and tank units. 

“Since then, it’s been drip, drip, drip,” said Nancy Duff 
Campbell, co-president of the National Women’s Law Center, 
expressing frustration with what she called incremental 
changes. “This is the pattern that they have been following for 
years.” 

Pressure for more changes has been building in Congress, 
particularly among female lawmakers. 

In March, a congressional commission recommended that 
the ban on women serving in ground combat units be 
overturned as part of a broader effort to increase diversity in 
the armed forces, particularly in the officer ranks. 

Congress separately ordered the Defense Department to 
review the ban and submit recommendations. That review was 
due last April, but the Pentagon took an extra 10 months to 
complete it. 

Part of the reason for the delay was that the military was 
in the midst of another big social change: the repeal of the 
“don’t ask, don’t tell” policy, which prevented gay troops 
from serving openly. The ban was lifted in September. 

Women in the Army and Marine Corps face the most job 
restrictions, with each prohibiting them from serving in about 
a third of its positions. 

In contrast, the Air Force excludes women from 1 percent 
of its positions, and the Navy places about 12 percent of its 
jobs off-limits, many of them aboard submarines. The Navy, 



 9

however, began permitting female officers to serve on 
submarines last year. 

Military officials have said that they keep many positions 
off-limits because most women don’t have the same strength 
as men. But some female veterans questioned why the 
Pentagon has been slow to adopt gender-neutral physical 
requirements for such jobs. Maybe only a few women would 
qualify, they said, but they should be allowed to try. 

“It takes training. Every athlete knows that,” said Anu 
Bhagwati, a retired Marine captain who served as a martial-
arts instructor and held a black belt in close-combat 
techniques. “We want to do everything that the guys are 
doing, within limits. Not all of us want to be in the infantry, 
but not all the guys do, either.” 

She said some of the resistance to change was cultural. 
The Marine Corps, she said, still segregates male and female 
recruits for basic training — the only service to do so. 

After they join the Marines Corps, most male recruits 
“barely see another woman other than their wives or 
girlfriends,” said Bhagwati, who left the Marine Corps in 2004 
and is now executive director of the Service Women’s Action 
Network. “They’re taught to believe that women are fat and 
lazy and will just get you in trouble.” 

The Pentagon said it found no evidence that the existing 
job exclusions limited career advancement for women, 
contrary to assertions from some advocacy groups and 
members of Congress. 

Women make up about 14 percent of the active-duty 
military but only about 7 percent of the roster of generals and 
admirals. 

The armed forces have been making gradual progress on 
that front. The Air Force this month nominated Janet C. 
Wolfenbarger, a commander at Wright-Patterson Air Force 
Base, to become its first female four-star general. 

Last year, the Marine Corps assigned Brig. Gen. Loretta 
E. Reynolds to become the first female commanding officer of 
its iconic recruiting depot on Parris Island, S.C. She had 
previously served as a commander in Afghanistan and Iraq. 

Some military leaders have said it is only a matter of time 
before the remaining barriers for women are repealed. 

Last month, Gen. Peter Chiarelli, the vice chief of the 
Army, told The Washington Post on the eve of his retirement 
that banning women from combat jobs was an anachronism. 

“There is this mistaken belief that somehow through 
prohibiting women in combat jobs we can protect them,” he 
said. “I would rather have standards that we apply across the 
board.” 
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4. Helos Soar Over Big Navy Wargame 
(WIRED 09 FEB 12) ... Spencer Ackerman 

ABOARD THE USS WASP — Over 14,000 Sailors and 
Marines from 31 ships and 11 nations took part in the biggest 
amphibious exercise in a decade. Danger Room was there, 
cameras rolling. 

One of the staging points for the exercise, known as Bold 
Alligator, was the USS Wasp, a big-deck amphibious assault 
ship weighing in at 40,000 tons. On Saturday, it was floating 
about 60 miles off the coast of North Carolina — which meant 
the only way on was by helicopter, taking off from Marine 
Corps Air Station Cherry Point. 

Luckily, we arrived on the Wasp just in time for the 
Navy’s senior officer, Adm. Jonathan Greenert, to address the 
Sailors and Marines of the ship about the importance of the 
Navy and Marine Corps once again training how to storm a 
beach together — essentially, washing the barnacles off 10 
years of Marine land warfare in Afghanistan and Iraq. 
Greenert, as he explained, has been preparing for this day 
since 2006. 

The exercise is premised on coming to the aid of a 
friendly nation, called Amberland, which finds itself overrun 
with insurgents — luckily, near its coasts, where the 
Navy/Marine Corps team can rush in. But don’t think that 
Bold Alligator is just about ships. 

Aircraft are key to amphibious assaults — to transport 
Marines ashore, to scout recon on enemy positions, to keep the 
ships well supplied, and so on. The Wasp’s aircraft handling 
officer, Lt. Andrea “Smash” Alvord, walked us through all the 
complexities of running air operations on an assault ship, as 
CH-53 and SH-60 helicopters and MV-22 Ospreys whirred 
right outside. 

Ultimately, it wasn’t possible to board the USS Iwo Jima 
and go ashore with Bravo Company of the 24th Marine 
Expeditionary Unit as it tested out an experimental data 

network. But we were aboard the Wasp as all 31 ships lined up 
to sail through a very, very narrow ocean corridor — just 
1,000 yards wide — to simulate passage through maritime 
chokepoints like the Strait of Hormuz off the Iranian coast. 
“Red Teams” of contractors playing the role of the enemy, 
placing mock mines in the corridor and passing through the 
fleet in speedboats to test the ships’ ability to determine which 
boats contained friendly fishermen and which hosted guerrillas 
with rocket-propelled grenades. 

It was difficult to determine independently how the game 
went. Reporters aboard the ships were spoon fed reports from 
officers about how the fleet performed — and we were 
assured everything went well. But success might have been 
designed in. The landing party did not face a hostile threat on 
the beach, as it probably would in realistic scenarios for an 
amphibious landing, and the live-fire part of the exercise 
won’t occur until Bold Alligator’s finale on Saturday. 

Still, both the Navy and Marines will spend much of 2012 
poring over its lessons as they refine how they fight as a team 
— far, far out at sea. 

View Clip 1 (RT: 2:09) 
View Clip 2 (RT: 2:53) 
Amphibious Network Lets Marines Share Data From 

250 Miles Away 
Marines’ Ocean-Spanning Data Network Gets Its First 

Big Test 
The huge wargame happening off the Atlantic coast this 

week isn’t just a test of the Navy and Marines’ ability to storm 
a beach from the sea. It’s the first big test for the Marines’ 
communications system of the future, one that enables 
commanders to send text, data, video and voice messages to 
jarheads ashore from way, way out in the open water. If it 
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doesn’t work, the Navy and Marines might have to rewrite 
their plans to move their bases out to the sea. 

The Harris radios Marines carry in Afghanistan, hooked 
up to the military’s Joint Tactical Radio System, have a range 
of under 100 miles. Not bad for when you’re patrolling Anbar 
or Helmand provinces. But the Marines see their future out at 
sea, fighting alongside their cousins in the Navy, as this 
week’s “Bold Alligator” exercise demonstrates. And that 
requires keeping in touch from a much further distance. 

Enter the Distributed Tactical Communications System, a 
brainchild of the futurists and contrarians at the Marine Corps 
Warfighting Laboratory. The DTCS, as it’s known, would 
more than double the reach of the Marines’ connectivity, 
allowing them to communicate from 250 nautical miles, via 
satellite. And that’s for starters: The Lab says the system has a 
30 percent success rate in tests of 700 miles. 

The Lab has been working on the experimental 
communications system for years, and the Marines are a long 
way from deciding they want to move forward with it. But on 
Tuesday, it saw its first practical test. Bravo Company of the 
24th Marine Expeditionary Unit took souped-up radios linked 
in to DTCS aboard their MV-22 Ospreys as they seized 
territory on the Virginia coast for Bold Alligator — all the 
while keeping in touch with their higher headquarters aboard 
the USS Iwo Jima, 165 miles out to sea. 

It’s too early to say how the system performed. Bold 
Alligator will last until Friday, and it’ll take much longer for 
the Navy and Marines to assess what elements in the exercise 
worked and what didn’t. 

But the Marines have a lot riding on the system. “The 
seabasing concept can be validated as a method of deploying 
Marines 165 miles range from a seabase,” says Fred Lash, a 
spokesman for the Warfighting Lab. 

To translate the jargon: The Marines and the Navy both 
want to rely more on “seabases” — that is, ships serving as 
mobile, floating platforms for launching troops into crisis 
zones. It’s not a new concept, but it got a new push from the 
Pentagon this year, as seabasing provides an alternative to 
staging Marines in countries where their presence is 
provocative to the locals. The Pentagon’s new budget calls for 
funding a “new afloat forward staging base,” the soon-to-be-
retrofitted USS Ponce. 

But if the Marines lose radio contact with that base after 
they head into action, it calls the whole seabasing plan into 
question. Same for if the seabase can’t effectively 
communicate with other ships. (The logistics of resupplying 
the seabases, for instance, are both tough and crucial for the 
plan to succeed.) 

And with hostile or potentially hostile powers expanding 
their missile arsenals, the Navy and Marines are looking to 
stage so-called amphibious operations, like the one Bold 
Alligator tests, from further and further out at sea — thereby 
taxing the range of their communications networks. 

If DTCS works, it won’t just be a tool for Marines to talk 
to their floating bases. It’ll be a tool for multiple bases and 
ships to talk with one another — and to the deployed Marines. 
Lash says that connectivity will be enhanced, if necessary, by 
putting the equivalent of “remote communications enablers” 
aboard tiny Scan Eagle drones out at sea, creating the 
equivalent of flying cell towers. Once on the beach, Marines 
can do the same with an enabler mounted on an Internally 
Transportable Vehicle, a rolling platform that Marine units can 
pack up onto their CH-53 helicopters or Ospreys. 

For now, the system is configured best for voice and text 
communications. Marines down to the fire squad level will 
carry Trellis Ware radios weighing 1.5 pounds hooked up to 
DTCS, with what Lash calls a “Blackberry-like” touchscreen 
gizmo they can attach to the radio, called a Platoon-Squad 
Digital Device, for receiving data. The Warfighting Lab 
eventually wants the devices to receive video files from drones 
or manned spy planes overhead; right now, it’s unclear if the 
network will provide the data speeds necessary to transmit 
video files. 

It’ll be a while before the Marines sift through Bold 
Alligator’s lessons. And it’ll be much longer before the 
Marines formally decide to move forward with DTCS. But 
even if the system works as planned, it won’t be useful unless 
Marines feel comfortable with it. One junior officer on the 
USS Wasp remarked that he’d want to also have his regular 
old Harris tactical radio on hand, since it’s a system his 
Marines already know how to use. 

The officer added that the biggest potential strength of the 
new communications system was its ability to link his platoon 
and fire-squad leaders up with the commanding general. 
Which, he quickly noted, was also its biggest weakness. 
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5. 'Shipmates To Workmates' Seminar Held At NAS North Island 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 09 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Josh Cassatt, Navy Public Affairs Support Element 
West 

SAN DIEGO -- The Navy continued its commitment to 
the Sailors affected by Enlisted Retention Boards (ERB) by 
holding a transition assistance seminar aboard Naval Air 
Station North Island (NASNI) Feb. 9. 

The "Shipmates to Workmates" San Diego career forum 
brought together human resource personnel from partnering 
commands to provide information about career opportunities 
and assistance for Sailors beginning to build their resumes, fill 
out applications and search for civilian employment. 

"We recognize Sailors affected by the ERB are in 
overmanned ratings. But they have great records, knowledge, 
skills, training, and experience," said Rear Adm. Clarke 
Orzalli, Naval Sea Systems Command (NAVSEA) vice 

commander. "We are trying to link up those Sailors with those 
skill sets to jobs they can immediately transition to and make 
an impact." 

During the seminar, guest speakers and information 
booths raised Sailors' awareness of the pre-separation 
counseling services and benefits available to them. 

"These events are important because it opens Sailors' eyes 
about employment and all the resources they can use," said 
Ernesto Mariano, a Fleet and Family Support Center work and 
family life consultant. "This type of event gives Sailors a base 
and gives them information on doing job searches, resumes, 
and how to network. Those are the things they need right 
now." 
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Specifically tailored for ERB-affected Sailors, the 
Shipmates to Workmates civil hiring initiative is having an 
overall positive impact for those Sailors preparing for life in 
the civilian world. 

"These are great resources available to us here," said 
Sonar Technician 2nd Class Kevin Gilles, a transitioning 
Sailor assigned to USS Bunker Hill (CG 52). "There is a lot of 
information being passed out and a lot of how-to's, and I think 
that is the most important thing." 

"We are here to support them, give them guidance, and 
mentor them through this whole process," said Yeoman 1st 
Class Thai Lima, a NAVSEA Shipmates to Workmates 
representative. "The ERB process is very difficult, so our job 
is to keep them focused and on track." 

For more information on the Shipmates to Workmates 
program as well as a full schedule of upcoming career forums, 
please visit the Shipmates to Workmates website at 
http://jobs.navair.navy.mil/sm2wm/. 
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CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
6. NWDC Keeps Bold Alligator Under Control 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 09 FEB 12) ... Chief Mass Communication Specialist Johnny Michael, U.S. Fleet Forces Command Public 
Affairs 

VIRGINIA BEACH, Va. -- The commander of Navy 
Warfare Development Command (NWDC) provided the 
media an opportunity to observe how Bold Alligator 2012, the 
largest amphibious exercise in 10 years, was controlled and 
synthesized Feb. 8. 

BA12 incorporates a wide-variety of amphibious 
operations that revitalize Navy and Marine Corps core 
proficiencies. In addition to the 20,000 personnel and 25 ships 
participating, synthetic "players" - both friendly and enemy - 
and other simulated scenarios are being injected to add further 
layers of training to the exercise. 

Rear Adm. Terry B. Kraft, commander, NWDC, 
welcomed the media to the operations center for BA12. The 
nerve center of BA12 is the large, circular control room of 
NWDC's Navy Center for Advanced Modeling and Simulation 
(NCAMS), which receives data on every event and provides 
command and control to the opposing forces. As unexpected 
events or problems are thrown at the friendly forces involved 
in the exercise, the analysts and controllers sitting in NCAMS 
have to quickly assess the actions of the commanders in the 
field and determine whether the problem was solved correctly, 
or if more actions are warranted. 

Cmdr. Keith Holihan, Blue Exercise deputy director, said 
this feedback loop is key to the success of the exercise since 
events proposed during the year-and-a-half of planning that 
preceded the start of BA12 almost certainly never go exactly 
the way they were anticipated. 

"No exercise plan survives first contact with those you are 
training," said Holihan. "The combatant commanders have 
changed some things that we have had to assess, analyze and 
respond to as a living, thinking opponent force, while we also 
recognize that we also have certain certification and training 
requirements that also have to be accomplished. So there's a 
little edge there where we have to respond to each other. It's 
very dynamic in that regard." 

Ensuring that the exercise is not static is a result of good 
planning up front and maintaining flexibility throughout the 
exercise, said Michael White, director of plans and policy for 
Commander, Strike Force Training Atlantic. 

"Once you go into full hostilities the problem is relatively 
simple, it's just a matter of putting your forces in the right 
place to take care of your opponents," White said. "The real 
test is when you're building up to full hostilities. The 
commanders have to make decisions, can I shoot, or can I not. 
Am I being threatened or is this just a feint that's just trying to 

get a reaction. Even now when we're in the situation where we 
have full hostilities, it's not just the opponent's forces that are 
in the vicinity, there are other countries' forces that are in and 
around it." 

Many of the more complex and demanding events in 
BA12 have been completed, and now the focus is on 
maintaining pressure on the commanders in the field as they 
try to complete their objectives. 

"Well we've gotten through a lot of the key pieces," said 
White. "We've gotten the Marines ashore, we're now 
conducting the land campaign synthetically. So while the 
actual troops installed are conducting unit-level training on the 
ranges, we're fighting a war campaign synthetically on the 
computers that the commanders onboard the ship have to 
maintain and work through. 

"They're sitting afloat, off the shore, but they're seeing the 
campaign unfold they're dealing with all the command and 
control issues of having people ashore. We have people called 
response cells that are simulating that they are responding as 
those units go ashore, synthetic aircraft as well as synthetic 
troops, as well as those live forces that are going through their 
training ashore. We're still sending some harassment packages 
to the amphib task forces to make sure that they are still 
working on their force protection procedures." 

Analysis and lessons learned, and subsequently any 
changes to amphibious doctrine, are also key responsibilities 
of NWDC. In addition to hosting the command and control 
center, NWDC is also provided an electronic doctrine library 
that everyone inside the control center can access at their 
computer station, and will, through its lessons learned 
activities, revise appropriate doctrine based on data collection 
and analysis of the exercise. 

"There are going to be reams and reams of data that come 
out of this exercise on how to better do amphibious 
operations," said Kraft. "Our job here at Navy Warfare 
Development Command is to bring that information together 
and decide what's important and what's not so important, and 
help the fleet turn that into doctrine to change how we operate. 
There will be significant changes on how we do amphibious 
operations based on what we learned here." 

In addition, two training requirements are wrapped up 
into the overarching BA12 exercise including the composite 
unit training exercise (COMPTUEX) for the Enterprise Carrier 
Strike Group and the certification exercise for the 24th Marine 
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Expeditionary Unit. These are both certifications required for 
deployment. 

"It's a challenge from the exercise planning perspective," 
said Kraft. "You have unit level exercise requirements that 
you have to complete during the COMPTUEX and the Joint 
Task Force Exercise. And then you have to interlace that with 
Bold Alligator. When you come out of it, the Enterprise strike 
group needs to be ready to deploy, and the Marine Corps 
forces have to be certified and you also want to exercise as 
much as you can for Bold Alligator." 

BA12 is a live, scenario-driven simulation held off the 
coasts of Virginia, North Carolina, and Florida from Jan. 30 to 
Feb. 12. Its purpose is to revitalize Navy and Marine Corps 
amphibious expeditionary capabilities and to test and 
strengthen the fundamental roles of amphibious operations by 
focusing on force readiness and proficiency. Eight countries 
joined U.S. forces in the exercise, allowing American service 
members and coalition partners the opportunity to exercise 
amphibious operations in a real-world environment. 
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7. French LCAT Visits Wasp 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 09 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Aaron Chase, Navy Public Affairs Support 
Element - East 

USS WASP, At Sea -- Amphibious assault ship USS 
Wasp (LHD 1) welcomed France's newest amphibious craft 
Feb. 7 as part of the joint operations that make an essential 
piece of Exercise Bold Alligator 2012. 

A landing catamaran, or LCAT, entered the well deck of 
Wasp as a test of the interoperability between the French craft 
and U.S. amphibious vessels. France is one of 11 nations 
taking part in Bold Alligator. 

The landing craft, which originated from the French 
amphibious assault ship, Mistral (L9013), entered Wasp's well 
deck slowly before backing and returning to rest, making sure 
future visits could be safe and smooth. 

"After loading with the Wasp and previously with USS 
San Antonio (LPD 17), we know we can load our LCATs with 
the amphibious well decks of American ships," said Lt. Cmdr. 
Arnaud Tranchant, the French liaison officer to Wasp. 

The LCAT, called Engin de débarquement amphibie 
rapide (EDA-R), is a double-hulled landing craft. Lt. Cmdr. 
George H. Pastoor, lead planner for Bold Alligator said EDA-
R can go 25 knots, allowing it to transport troops and 
equipment to shore faster than most landing craft. 

On D-Day, the first day of shorefront operations for Bold 
Alligator, EDA-R played a crucial mission for the French 
forces, along with the Bold Alligator team at-large. 

"We were the first to go into the enemy area," said 
Tranchant. The LCAT was responsible for putting French 

troops and supplies in "Garnet" (a hostile nation in Bold 
Alligator's scenario), and helped make it possible for U.S. 
Sailors and Marines to go ashore and complete their 
objectives. 

For exercise participants, loading EDA-R into Wasp's 
well deck is an opportunity to ensure joint operations are just 
as effective in training as in real-combat scenarios. 

"During a joint operation, you want to make sure that a 
force of combined nations has compatible equipment," said 
Pastoor. "You want to make sure your radios can talk to each 
other, that your aircraft can land on each other's flight decks. 
That's what this is about." 

Pastoor said that EDA-R's visit was just one of the 
operations taken to ensure interoperability. Before D-Day, all 
involved forces practiced combat enhancement and force 
integration training, or CET/FIT. This included extensive and 
ongoing joint training, such as landing French and U.S. 
helicopters on each other's platforms. 

"We want to make sure every force, every man is ready to 
land," said Pastoor. 

After EDA-R docked in Wasp, U.S. service members 
took a quick tour of the craft before its departure. 

"We cannot do these missions alone - Afghanistan, Iraq, 
Libya," said Pastoor. "Now and in the future, when we work 
together and work together successfully, we accomplish 
more." 
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8. Chafee And Tortuga Support 31st MEU At Cobra Gold 2012 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 10 FEB 12) ... U.S. 7th Fleet Public Affairs 

SATTAHIP, Thailand -- The guided-missile destroyer 
USS Chafee (DDG 90) and amphibious dock landing ship 
USS Tortuga (LSD 46) are in Sattahip, Thailand, supporting 
the 31st Marine Expeditionary Unit for Exercise Cobra Gold 
2012 (CG12) Feb. 7-17. 

CG12 is a Thai-U.S. co-sponsored multinational, 
multiservice exercise that will improve the capability to plan 
and conduct combined-joint operations, build relationships 
between partner nations and improve interoperability across 
the range of military operations. 

Operations for the exercise will take place at various 
locations throughout Thailand. The exercise will include 
multiple training evolutions, a non-combatant evacuation 
operation exercise, a visit, board, search and seizure exercise 
and a mock amphibious raid. 

"Exercises like Cobra Gold are essential to building and 
maintaining relationships with our partners in the Asia-Pacific 
Region," said Rear Adm. Scott Jones, commander, 
Amphibious Force 7th Fleet. "The Cobra Gold multination 
naval staff training supports our combined ability to respond 
to crisis across a range of operations." 

The 10-day exercise takes place ashore and in the Gulf of 
Thailand with more than 6,500 United States service members 
and approximately 3,500 personnel from Thailand, Republic 
of Korea, Japan, Singapore, Indonesia, Malaysia, and 
observers from 20 other countries. Along with Chafee and 
Tortuga, the amphibious dock landing ship USS Germantown 
(LSD 42) will join the exercise in the coming days. 

"Multinational exercises like Cobra Gold are crucial," 
said USS Tortuga Commanding Officer Cmdr. Adrian 
Ragland. "Exercises like this allow us the ability to train 
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alongside our Thai counterparts to improve interoperability 
and further develop our cooperative relations. Not only does it 
allow us the ability to test our military-to-military 
interoperability, it also affords us the opportunity to hone our 
abilities to respond to humanitarian crises and disasters in the 
area, which as we've seen in recent history, is all too 
important." 

CG12 promotes a training environment of mutual 
understanding amongst international countries in the Asia-
Pacific region while improving coordination and existing 
friendships. While international interoperability is at the heart 
of the exercise, it also allows for U.S. Navy units to hone their 
interoperability with one another. 

"Our Sailors are performing magnificently," said Chafee's 
Commanding Officer Cmdr. Justin Kubu. "Working with our 
counterparts in the amphibious community in support of this 
multi-national exercise has been a great experience and has 
helped to enhance our operational proficiency." 

CG12 is one of several exercises designed to promote 
peace and security in the region. This year's exercise marks the 
31st anniversary of Exercise Cobra Gold. 

Besides the fully participating nations, several other 
countries have been invited to participate on the multinational 
planning augmentation team including Australia, France, 
Canada, the United Kingdom, Bangladesh, Italy, India, Nepal, 
Republic of the Philippines and Vietnam. 
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9. 241 Port Visits By U.S. Navy Ships To Sasebo Harbor In 2011 Set The Highest Ever 
(ASAHI SHIMBUN 09 FEB 12) 

Rim Peace, U.S. Forces watchdog group, made it public 
that the number of port visits by U.S. Navy ships to Sasebo 
Harbor in 2011 amounts to 241 and was the highest ever since 
Rim Peace began collecting data in 1993. The reason is that 
Sasebo played the role of a logistics base for the U.S. Forces 
disaster relieve activities for the Great East Japan Earthquake 
and that U.S. Navy ships temporarily visited Sasebo to avoid 
the influence from the nuclear power plant accident. 

Yokosuka’s alternative port stood out due to the 
earthquake and tsunami 

Rim Peace conducted its unique monitoring activities to 
collect data on U.S. Navy ships’ movements. Since the 9.11 
terrorist attacks, the number of port visits began increasing, 
repeated an increase and a decrease at one point, marked the 
highest, 237, in 2010 and set the new record in 2011. 

Logistics Base For Disaster Relief Activities 
By type of ships, the number of port visits by “tactical 

ships” such as nuclear-powered aircraft carriers and 
submarines, which participate in front-line missions, was 68, 
and the number by “supply and auxiliary ships” such as 
transport and survey ships, which provide logistic support, 
was 173. Both numbers increased by two compared to the 
previous year. 

What was most notable was the data in March when the 
earthquake and tsunami occurred and in April. The number of 
port visits by “tactical ships” in the two months was 24, which 
was 3.4 times as many as the previous year. The number by 
“supply and auxiliary ships” was 31, an increase by five from 
the previous year. 

The U.S. Navy launched “Operation Tomodachi,” the 
U.S. Forces disaster relief activities following the earthquake 
and tsunami. During the operation, 40,000-ton class 
cargo/ammunition supply ships visited the harbor nine times 
and fuel supply ships 13 times in order to load relief supplies 
and fuel. 

The purpose of port visits by “tactical ships” appeared to 
be for avoiding the influence from the Tokyo Electric Power 
Company Fukushima Daiichi nuclear power plant accident. 
The nuclear-powered aircraft carrier USS George Washington 
escaped from its forward deployed port of the U.S. Navy 
Yokosuka Base (Kanagawa Prefecture), conducted regular 
maintenance at sea and pulled into the harbor twice to obtain 
parts for the maintenance. Four destroyers from Yokosuka 
also entered the harbor, and USS Lassen went through ship 
repair during its 64-day port visit at Sasebo. 

The U.S. Government advised all U.S. citizens who live 
within the 80-kilometers range from the nuclear power plant to 
evacuate for a period of time after the earthquake, and many 
family members of U.S. Forces military personnel and civilian 
employees escaped from the capital region. 

It was said that the U.S. Naval Forces Japan was once 
considering a relocation of the headquarters function from 
Yokosuka to Sasebo. Mr. Masato Shinozaki, representative of 
Rim Peace who was in charge of the data collection, said, 
“Sasebo is an alternative base when Yokosuka cannot be used. 
The earthquake and the nuclear power plant accident revealed 
the importance of Sasebo in the U.S. Forces.” 
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10. U.S. Military Assists In Latin America Anti-Drug Operation 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 09 FEB 12) 

MIAMI — The U.S. military announced Thursday it is 
joining a large international operation against drug smuggling 
and organized crime off the coast of Central America. 

Military units from Europe and Latin America are also 
participating. 

An interagency group of the U.S. military's Southern 
Command is working with the multinational force's efforts to 
detect and stop smuggling of illegal drugs, weapons and large 
amounts of laundered money. 

"More than 80 percent of the cocaine destined for U.S. 
markets is transported via sea lanes, primarily using littoral 

routes through Central America," said Southern Command 
chief General Douglas Fraser. "We intend to disrupt their 
operations by limiting their ability to use Central America as a 
transit zone." 

The U.S. force is composed of 10 ships from the Navy 
and Coast Guard. 

The Navy is in charge of detection and providing 
information about criminal activity. The Coast Guard is in 
charge of stopping the smugglers. 

Southern Command officials told AFP that 13 countries 
are participating: Britain, Canada, Belize, Colombia, El 
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Salvador, France, Guatemala, Honduras, the Netherlands, 
Nicaragua, Panama, Spain and the United States. 

"We know that criminal organizations are very active in 
coastal waters of Central America," said Jose Ruiz, spokesman 
for the Southern Command in Miami. 

They regularly move between international waters and 
specific countries, "so it is especially important that all 
countries in the region cooperate in the control," Ruiz said. 

No completion date has been set for the action, called 
Operation Hammer, which began the last week of January. "It 

will be determined as we advance toward the goals," Ruiz 
said. 

In 2011, the Southern Command assisted other agencies 
in seizing 119 metric tons of cocaine, worth an estimated 
$2.35 billion, in Central America. 

Also seized were $21 million in cash and $16 million in 
black market items that were destined for money laundering 
by criminal groups, according to the Southern Command. 
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11. In Cyber Era, Militaries Scramble For New Skills 
(REUTERS 09 FEB 12) ... Peter Apps 

LONDON - With growing worries about the threat of 
"cyber warfare,” militaries around the world are racing to 
recruit the computer specialists they believe may be central to 
the conflicts of the 21st century. 

But whilst money is plentiful for new forces of "cyber 
warriors,” attracting often individualistic technical specialists 
and hackers into military hierarchies is another matter. 

Finding the people to command them is also tough. After 
a decade of messy and relatively low-tech ground wars in Iraq 
and Afghanistan, some senior western officers are if anything 
less confident with technology such as smartphones and tablet 
computers than their civilian contemporaries. 

But with the Pentagon saying its computers are being 
attacked millions of times every day, time is short. 

"We are busy and we are getting busier every day," Lt 
Gen Rhett Hernandez, a former artillery officer who now 
heads U.S. Cyber Command, told a cyber security conference 
in London last month organised by British firm Defence IQ. 

"Cyberspace requires a world-class cyber warrior ... we 
must develop, recruit and retain in a different way to today." 

Even in an era of shrinking western military budgets, 
funding for cyber security is ratcheting up fast. The Pentagon's 
2012 budget allocated $2.5 million to improve cyber 
capabilities. 

In December, the U.S. Army announced its first "cyber 
brigade" was operational, whilst the U.S. Navy and Air Force 
have their own cyber "fleets" and "wings.” 

Not only are they tasked with protecting key U.S. military 
systems and networks, but they are also working to build 
offensive skills that U.S. commanders hope will give them an 
edge in any future conflict. 

These, insiders say, include developing the ability to hack 
and destroy industrial and military systems such as traffic and 
electricity controls. 

"For better or worse, it is American military thought that 
is leading American societal thought (in) how to think about 
things cyber," former CIA director and Air Force Gen Michael 
Hayden told a security conference in Munich this month. 

European, Latin American, Asian and Middle Eastern and 
other nations are seen following suit. Militaries had barely 
considered the Internet only a few years ago are building new 
centres and training hundreds or even thousands of uniformed 
personnel. 

Russia and China are believed to put even greater 
emphasis on a field in which they hope to counter the 
conventional military dominance of the U.S. 

But some worry much investment may be wasted. 

"My theory is that huge defence agencies - having little 
clue of what cyber warfare is all about - follow traditional 
approaches and try to train as many hacking skills as 
possible," says Ralph Langner, the civilian German cyber 
security expert who first identified the Stuxnet computer 
worm in 2010. 

"(The) idea could be to demonstrate hypothetical cyber 
power by sheer numbers, i.e. headcount." 

Spy Agencies Better? 
Many experts say the key to successful operations in 

cyberspace - such as the Stuxnet attack believed to have 
targeted Iran's nuclear program by reprogramming centrifuges 
to destroy themselves - is quality rather than quantity of 
technical specialists. 

"Only a very small number of people are the top notch 
that you would want to employ for a high-profile operation 
like Stuxnet," says Langner, saying that there might be as few 
as 10 world-class cyber specialists. "These people will 
probably not be covered with a military environment." 

Commanders say they are trying to change that, relaxing 
rules on issues such as hair length or fitness. But there are 
limits on how far such loosening can go. 

While the U.S. Air Force and Navy have significantly 
eased entry requirements for cyber specialists and removed 
some of the more arduous elements from basic training, the 
U.S. Army still requires its "cyber warriors" to endure regular 
basic training. 

Speaking on condition of anonymity, one senior European 
officer with responsibility for cyber complained of struggling 
to find suitable recruits in part because of competition from 
the private sector. 

Agencies such as the U.S. National Security Agency and 
Britain's GCHQ say they lose some of their best talent to 
Microsoft and Google. But such agencies also pride 
themselves on their ability to find and retain the kind of 
eccentric expertise that would struggle to find their place in 
armies, navies, air forces or regular government departments. 

"Higher end capability isn't principally about spending 
large amounts of money and having large numbers of people," 
says John Bassett, a former senior GCHQ official and now 
senior fellow at London's Royal United Services Institute. 

"It's about having a small but sustainable number of very 
good people with imagination and will as well a technical 
know-how and we may be more likely to find them in an 
organisation like GCHQ than in the military." 

Just Another Form Of Warfare? 
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Many experts say offensive cyber warfare capability - 
particularly anything potentially lethal such as the ability to 
paralyse essential networks - should be kept in the hands of 
the directly accountable military, not shadowy spy agencies. 

But most suspect the NSA, GCHQ and similar 
organisations will retain a considerable lead in technology and 
sophistication over their military counterparts. 

The U.S. NSA and military Cyber Command are both 
located at Fort Meade outside Washington DC, and 
intelligence experts say working closely together is already the 
norm - with the former providing much support and expertise 
to the latter. 

Some other countries now appear keen to avoid ploughing 
too much money into uniformed military cyber specialists at 
all. Britain's Royal Corps of Signals and Royal Air Force in 
particular have been keen to get their hands on a share of the 
U.K.'s newly expanded 650 million-pound cyber budget, but 
much of it is seen going straight to GCHQ. 

What militaries in general and top commanders in 
particular need to focus on most, specialists argue, is learning 
to integrate the new tools and threats into their broader 
conflict-related understanding and training. 

At the U.S. Naval War College in Rhode Island, mid-
career military officers conducting "wargaming" exercises are 

now regularly confronted with the new cyber dimension. 
Systems malfunction, supply chains are attacked, and 
information corrupted or deleted. 

Israel's raid on a suspected Syrian nuclear weapons site in 
2007, when a cyber attack was believed used to disable Syria's 
air defence radar, is seen a guide of how cyber can work 
alongside more conventional military operations. 

"It's a new form of warfare and it has to be appreciated, 
just as in the past you had new developments - siege warfare, 
trench warfare and air warfare" says Dick Crowell, associate 
professor of military operations at the college. 

Understanding of cyber warfare in military circles is 
roughly analogous to the understanding of air power in the 
1930s, he said, clearly important in any future conflict, but 
with the shape of its role still largely unclear. 

In new conflicts, those in charge may need to learn on 
their feet. 

"What's really important is that you have senior 
commanders - three and four-star (general) level - who have a 
good enough understanding of it is to be able to integrate 
cyber into wider military campaigns," says former GCHQ 
official Bassett. 

"Cyber fits into the wider picture of warfare now, and 
they have to understand that." 
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12. Aid Missions Get Cutting-Edge Assistance From ONR 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 09 FEB 12) ... Katherine H. Crawford, Office of Naval Research 

ARLINGTON, Va. -- A Web-based tool suite that helps 
first responders rapidly coordinate resources during disasters, 
co-sponsored by the Office of Naval Research (ONR), is being 
introduced at a University of Connecticut panel Feb. 8-11 as 
part of a monthlong rollout. 

The U.S. Navy and Marine Corps are first responders to 
international crises, which often include humanitarian 
assistance and disaster relief (HA/DR), such as Japan's March 
2011 Fukushima Daiichi nuclear disaster and Haiti's January 
2010 earthquake. 

The Resiliency Assessment and Coordination System 
(TRACS) tool takes data from the United Nations' ReliefWeb 
and Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs and 
displays it on a map-based diagram showing the locations of 
various resources, such as food, shelter, sanitation and health 
supplies. It also provides a checklist to help first responders 
with initial planning, as well as a medical "common operating 
picture" for all critical players in HA/DR operations - a big-
picture view of relevant assets. 

"The idea is to provide rapid information on a nation's 
resiliency to a particular disaster," said Dr. Rebecca Goolsby, 
a program officer in ONR's Warfighter Performance and 
Protection department. "By having information about the 
whole system-health, food, economics, transportation, etc., the 
first responders will know how to prepare and what to bring." 

TRACS is being developed through a partnership between 
ONR and the Center of Excellence in Disaster Management & 
Humanitarian Assistance (COE-DMHA) to satisfy U.S. 
combatant command and military component requirements for 
HA/DR, including rapid HA/DR diagnosis, planning, 
coordination and operational assessment. ONR and COE-
DMHA hope to transition the TRACS technology into wider 
use at the United States Pacific Command. 

COE-DMHA is led by its director, retired Marine Corps 
Lt. Gen. John Goodman, and retired Navy Rear Adm. Thomas 
Cullison, formerly Navy deputy surgeon general and vice 
chief, Bureau of Medicine and Surgery. The center aids 
military and non-military international disaster management 
and humanitarian assistance, and it partners with various 
national and international governmental and non-
governmental organizations to provide education, training, 
coordination and research. 

TRACS is able to digest a vast amount of information-
social media, images, analytics, etc.-being broadcast from the 
crisis and display it in various formats to provide users with a 
dashboard-like "at a glance" view of all the functional status of 
numerous assets, such as public health and water systems. A 
chart displays the items in green (good), yellow (fair) and red 
(needs help). 

Future iterations will show what needs to be fixed and in 
what order to turn a "red" item to "green." Also planned is 
inclusion of a suite of social media analysis tools in 
development by ONR, which will reduce the initial footprint 
of first responders by allowing them to arrive with only the 
items that are actually needed for a particular event and 
location. 

One ONR objective is for TRACS to become a key 
HA/DR widget, or application, that is accessible on Navy 
command and control networks. It will run on ONR's 
Command and Control Rapid Prototyping Capability 
(C2RPC), which pulls together large amounts of data from 
disparate sources, sifts it for relevancy and validates it, helping 
decision makers get information quickly and coordinate with 
partners. 

"A lot of times when we use naval forces to perform 
humanitarian assistance to areas that have just experienced 
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some type of disaster, we spend a lot of time and resources 
just communicating what is needed and when it's needed," said 
Gary Toth, who spearheaded C2RPC as ONR's program 
manager for Command and Control. "C2RPC offers visibility 
into where we have available resources-whether it's blood 
supplies, fresh water, diapers or food-and it minimizes the 
amount of time spent in information gathering and 
coordination. As a result, you spend that time actually making 
decisions and executing a variety of mission outcomes." 

C2RPC operates on a cloud computing framework, named 
"OZONE," so various applications can interact. OZONE is a 
standards-based widget technology that enables information 
sharing from unclassified to classified platforms-essentially, 
feeding information from the ground up. C2RPC can flow 
information from new knowledge sources, models and 
visualization technologies and to improve information sharing 

with potential partners, such as the United States Agency for 
International Development, host nations, non-governmental 
organizations, allied nations and local authorities. The idea is 
to create standards-based widgets with rules to foster global 
coordination and collaboration while retaining information 
that is sensitive or classified. 

ONR provides the science and technology necessary to 
maintain the Navy and Marine Corps' technological 
advantage. Through its affiliates, ONR is a leader in science 
and technology with engagement in 50 states, 30 countries, 
1,035 institutions of higher learning and more than 900 
industry partners. ONR employs approximately 1,065 people, 
comprising uniformed, civilian and contract personnel, with 
additional employees at the Naval Research Lab in 
Washington, D.C. 
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13. Navy Determines Mystery Mine Is Harmless 
Technicians tow it to Coast Guard station 
(SOUTH FLORIDA SUN-SENTINEL 09 FEB 12) ... Wayne K. Roustan 

The mysterious mine that floated from Dania Beach to 
Hollywood, closing beaches and launching evacuations on 
Thursday, was a dud, according to Navy experts. 

It was towed to the U.S. Coast Guard Station, Fort 
Lauderdale, according to Hollywood Police. 

A passing boater first spotted the cylindrical object about 
a mile off Dania Beach around 2 p.m. prompting the U.S. 
Coast Guard to close the beach and surrounding waters. 

By nightfall, the mine had floated south into Hollywood's 
waters about 1,200 yards offshore. U.S. Navy Explosive 
Ordnance Disposal technicians were on scene to determine if 
the apparatus was live. It turned out to be a "training aid," 
Hollywood Police Lt. Diana Pereira said. 

Hollywood police were preparing to evacuate residents 
near Scott Street in case of an emergency, but it was 
unnecessary. Earlier in the day, residents and visitors were 
ordered to stay off the beach and the Dania Beach Pier. Some 
expressed surprise but all were cooperative. 

Coast Guard crews from Station Fort Lauderdale and the 
Coast Guard Cutter Dolphin initially were enforcing a safety 
zone about one mile off Dania Beach. 

Within hours of the discovery, crew members from the 
Navy's Mobile Unit Six Detachment arrived in South Florida 
from Mayport Station, near Jacksonville. The team was tasked 
with positively identifying, retrieving and safely disposing of 
the mine. All vessels were required to maintain a minimum 
1,000-yard distance from the site while Navy personnel 
conducted operations, the Coast Guard said. 

This was not the first time unidentified floating objects 
appeared offshore. Drug-smuggling submersibles that are self-
propelled or towed have been spotted and intercepted by the 
Coast Guard. A dummy submarine mine washed ashore in 
Manalapan in 1992. 

Broadcast Clip - Mysterious Beach Object Identified 
(WFOR CBS MIAMI 09 FEB 12) 
The mysterious object in the water which prompted 

evacuations at John U. Lloyd State Park Thursday afternoon is 
a harmless training device. 

View Clip (RT: 1:33) 
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GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
14. China Military Growth Spurs Asia Demand For Boeing, Lockheed 
(BLOOMBERG BUSINESSWEEK 10 FEB 12) ... Kyunghee Park and Jasmine Wang 

China’s surging defense budget, the world’s second-
biggest, is helping spur military spending across Asia, offering 
U.S. and European suppliers a chance to offset slowing 
demand at home. 

Lockheed Martin Corp. and Boeing Co. fighters will be 
on display at next week’s Singapore Airshow as the two 
biggest U.S. defense contractors prepare to compete with 
Eurofighter and Saab AB for a $7 billion South Korean order. 
The contest follows similar competitions in Japan and India. 

Asia-Pacific spending on fighters, missiles and other 
equipment is set to grow an average 4.2 percent annually to 
$114 billion in 2016, according to Frost & Sullivan, because 

of economic growth and tensions in areas including the South 
China Sea, the Korean peninsula and the Taiwan Strait. 
China’s defense budget, alone, may rise 14 percent each year 
through 2015, according to Goldman Sachs Group Inc. 

“Increased government revenues means that more money 
is often available for defense spending,” said Tim Huxley, 
executive director at the International Institute for Strategic 
Studies Asia in Singapore. “Many parts of Asia are also 
insecure or governments have reasons to feel insecure.” 

North Korean shelling and an attack on a warship killed 
50 South Koreans in 2010. The Communist nation has an 
army of 1.2 million soldiers, ballistic missiles and enough 
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plutonium for a half-dozen nuclear devices, according to U.S. 
military estimates. 

China is working on its first aircraft carrier and the new J-
20 stealth fighter. The country planned to increase military 
spending 13 percent to 601.1 billion yuan ($95 billion) last 
year, Li Zhaoxing, spokesman for China’s National People’s 
Congress, said in March. The nation is boosting the budget as 
it replaces aging fighters and places a greater emphasis on 
national security amid rising territorial tensions, Goldman 
Sachs analysts Ronald Keung and Tom Kim said in a Jan. 17 
note. 

Taiwan Fighters 
Taiwan, which China considers to be a renegade province, 

is planning to upgrade 145 Lockheed Martin F-16s in a project 
that will cost about NT$110 billion ($3.7 billion), according to 
the Ministry of National Defense. The work may include 
installing new radars and navigation systems, according to a 
U.S. Defense Security Cooperation Agency statement last 
year. 

South Korea is planning to purchase about 60 fighters, 
according to the Defense Acquisition Program Administration. 
The contenders will include Lockheed’s F-35, Chicago-based 
Boeing’s F-15, the Eurofighter Typhoon and Saab’s Gripen. 
The nation is also buying attack helicopters for its army and 
navy, as well as considering a purchase of unmanned aerial 
vehicles, according to the agency. 

Japan Fighters 
Lockheed, based in Bethesda, Maryland, won an order 

from Japan for 42 F-35 fighters in December. The jets may 
cost 1.6 trillion yen ($21 billion) to buy, operate and maintain 
over 20 years, according to the nation’s defense ministry. 
Singapore has also signed up as a development partner for the 
fighter jet. The U.S. has ordered about 2,440 in a $382 billion 
project that forms its biggest weapons program. 

India last week named Paris-based Dassault Aviation SA 
as preferred bidder for a contract to supply 126 fighters. The 
planemaker’s Rafale was shortlisted with the Eurofighter 
Typhoon after the earlier rejection of offers from Lockheed, 
Boeing, Saab and Moscow-based United Aircraft Corp. 

Eurofighter is now targeting the South Korean tender, 
along with opportunities in Malaysia and the Gulf, said Chief 
Executive Officer Enzo Casolini. The planemaker is a venture 
between BAE Systems Plc, Finmeccanica SpA and Airbus 
parent European Aeronautic Defence & Space Co. 

Asia is “an important market,” Casolini said. “Exporting 
the Typhoon is also very important for the European industry 
and for the European economy.” 

Eurofighter Slowdown 
Eurofighter has slowed production as European 

governments cut military budgets amid austerity measures. 
Western European defense spending fell about 5 percent last 
year and may decline further this year, according to Fitch 
Ratings. 

Asia-Pacific defense spending rose 14 percent last year, 
making it the fastest growing region, according to Frost & 

Sullivan. Japan is the biggest spender on defense in Asia 
behind China, with a $54.5 billion outlay in 2010, according to 
Stockholm International Peace Research Institute data. Third- 
ranked India spent $41.3 billion that year. The U.S. led global 
spending with a $698 billion budget. 

China Jets 
China is also seeking to take advantage of growing 

defense budgets by selling domestically developed equipment 
overseas. At the Singapore show, the export arm of Aviation 
Industry Corp. of China, the nation’s biggest aerospace 
company, will promote the JF-17 Thunder fighter, nicknamed 
Fierce Dragon, which was developed with Pakistan. It will 
also be highlighting the L-15 Advanced Trainer Jet, and the 
Yilong, or Pterodactyl, drone. 

“These airshows give China defense companies a global 
stage, which reflects their growing power,” said Ken Zhang, a 
Beijing-based defense-company analyst with Founder 
Securities Co. Companies like AVIC also need to boost 
exports to help pay for research costs as they probably don’t 
get “fat margins” from sales to the Chinese military, he said. 

Lockheed also sees Asia-Pacific demand for missile-
defense technologies, replicating a trend seen in the last 
decade in the Middle East. 

“We’re watching the same or similar types of overall 
security risks,” Chief Executive Officer Robert Stevens said in 
a Jan. 26 conference call with analysts. “The proliferation of 
technologies, the desire to get missiles of greater performance, 
longer range, more precision, and the desire for governments 
to have some protection against that ballistic-missile threat.” 

Surveillance, Drones 
L-3 Communications Holdings Inc., based in New York, 

has had interest from the region in its SPYDR manned, 
airborne intelligence, surveillance and reconnaissance system, 
as well as unmanned surveillance drones, Chief Executive 
Officer Michael Strianese said in a Jan. 31 conference call. 

Raytheon Co., the world’s largest maker of missiles, 
expects 30 percent of bookings and 26 percent of sales in 2012 
to come from outside the U.S., Chief Executive Officer Bill 
Swanson told analysts last month. 

“Asia and the Middle East are important and are still 
growing,” Swanson said. 

In the U.S., the biggest military market, Defense 
Secretary Leon Panetta presented an outline on Jan. 26 for 
$613 billion in spending for fiscal 2013. The proposal is part 
of an effort to cut $487 billion, or 8.5 percent, from $5.62 
trillion in defense spending that had been planned for 2012 to 
2021. Automatic spending cuts could force an additional $500 
billion in reductions over a decade. 

“The strong growth in emerging-market demand for 
defense equipment is a welcome respite to western military 
manufacturers,” Fitch said on Feb. 1. “In the medium term, the 
reliance on emerging markets for the defense sector will 
continue to grow.” 
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15. U.S. Military Seeks More Access In Philippines 
(REUTERS 09 FEB 12) ... Manuel Mogato 

But it is not trying to reopen military bases there. Washington's growing cooperation in the Philippines, a 
U.S. ally which voted to remove huge American naval and air 
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bases 20 years ago, follows the U.S. announcement last year 
of plans to set up a Marine base in northern Australia and 
possibly station warships in Singapore. 

It also coincides with diplomatic and military friction in 
the South China Sea and its oil-rich Spratly Islands, which are 
subject to disputed claims by China, the Philippines and other 
Southeast Asian nations. 

Last month, senior Philippine defense and foreign affairs 
officials met their U.S. counterparts in Washington to discuss 
ways to increase the number and frequency of joint exercises, 
training, ship and aircraft visits and other activities. 

"It's access, not bases," a foreign affairs department 
official familiar with the strategic dialogue told Reuters. 

"Our talks focus on strengthening cooperation on military 
and non-military activities, such as disaster response and 
humanitarian assistance, counter-terrorism, non-proliferation. 
There were no discussions about new U.S. bases," he said. 

These activities would allow the U.S. military more 
access in the Philippines, stretching its presence beyond local 
military facilities and training grounds into central Cebu 
province or to Batanes island near the northern borders with 
Taiwan. 

U.S. ships and aircraft are seeking access for re-supply, 
re-fueling and repairs, not just for goodwill visits, exercises 
and training activities, the diplomat said. 

The Philippines was ruled by the United States for nearly 
five decades between the departure of the Spanish and the 
Japanese occupation during the Second World War, and is 
now one of its foremost allies in Asia, despite expelling the 
U.S. from its former military bases at Clark and Subic Bay in 
1992. 

Since 1987, the Philippine constitution has explicitly 
banned a permanent foreign military presence. But 
Washington maintains close military ties under a 1951 defense 
treaty, and its special forces have been helping the Philippine 
military combat Islamic militants in the south of the country 
since 2002. 

A Filipino diplomat said Washington's expanding 
presence is allowed under the under a 1998 Visiting Forces 
Agreement and a 2002 Mutual Logistics Support Agreement. 

The issue is likely to be raised during a visit to Manila 
from Friday by U.S. Assistant Secretary Andrew Shapiro, 
senior advisor on political-military affairs to Secretary Hillary 
Clinton. 

U.S. Military "Hardware" 

Apart from training and exercises, the two countries 
discussed U.S. military assistance, including equipment and 
data to enhance "domain awareness" in the South China Sea. 

A second Hamilton-class cutter will be transferred to the 
Philippine Navy this year and a possible third second-hand 
cutter was also discussed, the diplomat added. 

"On our side, we're also trying to explore ways on how to 
access newer U.S. military hardware through innovative 
financial schemes other than the usual channels," the foreign 
affairs official said. 

Military sources said Manila was studying leasing newer 
offshore patrol vessels, larger sealift and support vessels and 
lead-in fighter trainer aircraft. 

Last month, Defense Secretary Voltaire Gazmin told 
reporters Manila is also considering a proposal from the 
United States Pacific Command to deploy P3C-Orion spy 
planes in the country to help monitor movements and activities 
in the South China Sea. 

The disputed ownership of oil-rich reefs and islands in the 
South China Sea, through which $5 trillion in trade sails 
annually, is one of the biggest security threats in Asia. Beijing 
says it has historical sovereignty over the South China Sea, 
superseding claims of other countries. 

Tension over the region and the U.S. plans to expand its 
military operations in the Asia-Pacific, long an issue with 
China, could well come up in talks when China's leader-in-
waiting Xi Jingping visits Washington next week. 

China has expressed misgivings about the Obama 
administration's shift to raise its security role in the region at a 
time when Beijing is expanding its own military reach. 

The Hawaii-based Pacific Command's proposal to deploy 
spy planes came two months after State and Pentagon officials 
offered to share surveillance data on the South China Sea 
during talks with Foreign Affairs Secretary Albert del Rosario 
in June 2011. 

Last year, Del Rosario repeatedly protested against 
China's activities and intrusions into Philippine maritime 
territories, including an attempt to ram a survey ship exploring 
oil and gas in the South China Sea. Manila had accused 
China's ships of crossing into its maritime borders nearly a 
dozen times in 2011. 

The Philippines has welcomed plans by the United States 
to shift more attention in the Asia and Pacific region and 
senior officials said an expanded U.S. military presence could 
enhance peace and stability. 

"For us, it would boost our deterrent capability to stop 
intrusions into our territories," said the diplomat. 
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16. Phl Wants To Retain Equipment From U.S. Ship 
(PHILIPPINE STAR 10 FEB 12) 

CLARK, PAMPANGA, Philippines – The Philippine 
Navy is requesting the United States to keep intact some 
features of the second ship it plans to provide the country. 

“We are hoping that they would add and retain (some of 
the ship’s capabilities),” Navy chief Vice Admiral Alexander 
Pama said at the sidelines of the Hot Air Balloon Festival here 
yesterday. 

Among the ship’s features that Pama wants retained are 
communication equipment, sensors and radars. 

The Navy chief said that they are grateful to the U.S. 
because the second ship will be a big help to their naval 
defense capability. 

Last year, the Philippines acquired the BRP Gregorio del 
Pilar from the U.S. Coast Guard to enhance its territorial 
defense capabilities. 

The ship – the Navy’s first Hamilton-class vessel – was 
acquired under the U.S. Foreign Military Sales program. 

The government spent P450 million for the vessel’s 
transfer costs. 
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The U.S., however, removed some of the ship’s 
accessories before it was turned over to the Philippines. 

Some of the features stripped from the ship were the 
sensors, communications and electronics equipment, and 
close-in weapons system. 

Reports have quoted Kurt Campbell, U.S. diplomat for 
East Asia, as saying that his government is considering a 
request by the Philippines to transfer equipment removed from 
the ship. 

The Gregorio del Pilar was deployed to Palawan on Dec. 
23. 

On Wednesday, Republican Rep. Ed Royce told a 
congressional hearing that the review process for transferring 
the second ship to the Philippines would be finished this week. 

“I am pleased to report that the congressional review 
process for another ship – Coast Guard cutter Dallas – wraps 
up this week. It should soon be on its way to Manila,” Royce 
said. 

Armed Forces of the Philippines chief Lt. Gen. Jessie 
Dellosa said the acquisition of the second ship is still under 
negotiation. 

Meanwhile, the Communist Party of the Philippines 
(CPP) said the transfer of the U.S. ship to the Philippines 
would provoke conflict in the West Philippine Sea. 

“The transfer of another naval cutter from the U.S. 
government serves the purpose of U.S. military buildup in the 
(West Philippine) Sea,” CPP said in a statement. 

“By acquiring the U.S. naval cutters and manning it to 
serve U.S. interests, the Aquino regime is making the 
Philippines a possible target of the potential enemies of the 
U.S.,” it explained. 

According to the CPP, the U.S. is planning to use the 
Philippine Navy as an “augmentation force” as it projects its 
military presence in the region. 

Lawmakers: No To U.S. Bases 
Meanwhile, San Juan Rep. Joseph Victor “JV” Ejercito 

opposed yesterday the reported plan of the United States to 
build a small military base in the country. 

“We fought long and hard to oust the U.S. bases in Subic 
and Olongapo City. To reopen the U.S. bases or set up new 
bases anywhere in the country should be non-negotiable. 
Clearly, at this point, our country does not have much to gain 
from this strategic military and economic plan of the U.S.,” 
Ejercito said. 

He was reacting to a report in the American media that 
the U.S. plans to “rotate” some 4,000 troops through 
“Australia, Hawaii, Subic Bay and perhaps a smaller base in 
the Philippines.” 

Twenty years ago, the Senate voted to terminate the RP-
U.S. Military Bases Agreement because the Constitution 
prohibits the presence of foreign troops in the country. 

Ejercito’s father, former President and then senator 
Joseph Estrada, was among those who voted for removing the 
American bases. 

Ejercito explained if the government does not handle U.S. 
“rotation” proposals well, they could “eventually lead to the 
return of American bases here.” 

“The Visiting Forces Agreement (VFA) should suffice if 
the country wants to continue building relations with the U.S. 
to explore increased joint military exercises and other military 
cooperation,” he noted. 

Ejercito added, “For the government to give more than 
what we have already acceded to the U.S. within the VFA 
would be counter-productive and a step towards infringing on 
the sovereignty of our country.” 

He pointed out that building a U.S. base, however small, 
would require an amendment of the Constitution, which 
clearly bans foreign military bases in the country. 

Ejercito also expressed fears that the re-entry of more 
U.S. troops here could cause other problems such as 
prostitution, gambling and abandonment of children fathered 
by American servicemen, and could even worsen the local 
communist insurgency problem. 

Another congressman, Walden Bello of the party-list 
group Akbayan, urged the House of Representatives and the 
Senate to closely monitor talks to foster RP-U.S. military 
cooperation. 

“We in Congress should monitor the decisions that the 
administration is making. Talks between Philippine officials 
and their American counterparts are all over the news, but 
information about what is happening, and what is being agreed 
on, is very rare to come by,” Bello said during a privilege 
speech. 

“Many of us in Congress have no knowledge of the plans 
that the Department of Foreign Affairs (is) discussing with the 
U.S. And while we don’t expect to have access to all the 
details, as the people’s representatives in government, 
Congress must gain an understanding of the overall direction 
of these plans,” he explained. 
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17. Singapore Airshow Raises Fighter Industry Stakes In Asia 
(DEFENSE NEWS 09 FEB 12) ... Wendell Minnick 

TAIPEI — The biennial 2012 Singapore Airshow, Feb. 
14-19, the largest aerospace event in Asia and now among the 
world’s top three aviation events, will focus on regional 
fighter programs in Australia, Japan, Malaysia, South Korea 
and Taiwan. 

Japan’s December decision to procure the Lockheed 
Martin F-35A fighter for its F-X program has given the 
Lightning II a boost in the region, despite reluctance within 
the Western market for the fighter. The $8 billion deal for 42 
fighters will replace Japan’s aging Mitsubishi F-4EJ Kai 
Phantoms. The deal could evolve into an additional 100 to 120 

F-35s to replace the Mitsubishi F-15J/DJ Eagles under the F-
XX program in the middle of the decade. 

The F-X program selected the F-35A over the Eurofighter 
Typhoon and Boeing F/A-18 Super Hornet. 

South Korea has taken notice of Japan’s decision and the 
F-35 is seen increasingly in a favorable light, officials said. 
South Korea’s FX-3 fighter competition pits three fighters, the 
F-35A, Boeing F-15SE Silent Eagle and the Typhoon, in a 
$7.3 billion deal for 40 to 60 fighters. A decision is scheduled 
to be made in October. 

Singapore is also considering the F-35 for its next fighter 
procurement. The nation-state is a Security Cooperative 
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Participant member of the F-35 development program. 
However, officials said no decision is expected within this 
decade. 

But the F-35 program hit a snag Down Under. Australia 
has just announced a review of its procurement of the F-35A 
and could defer the purchase until problems in the program are 
fixed. Australia has a requirement for up to 100 F-35A 
fighters, but has committed only to the first 14. Australia is a 
Level 2 participant in the F-35 development program. 

Malaysia is debating the procurement of 10 fighters to 
replace MiG-29s. The Saab Gripen, Typhoon and Super 
Hornet are competing, but no decision is expected until after 
2013. 

BAE Systems and Lockheed are locking horns for the 
avionics upgrade and weapon systems integration on 135 KF-
16C/D Block 52 fighters for the South Korean Air Force, 
estimated at $1 billion, and on 146 F-16A/B Block 20s for the 
Taiwan Air Force, estimated at $5.8 billion. 

Both F-16 upgrade programs include the new Active 
Electronically Scanned Array (AESA) radar. AESA 
competitors for the refits are Northrop Grumman’s Scalable 
Agile Beam Radar and the Raytheon Advanced Combat 
Radar. Singapore is also a potential customer for the AESA 
for its F-16C/Ds and is watching both competitions closely. 

The Jan. 31 announcement that the French Dassault 
Rafale defeated the Typhoon in India’s $11 billion contract for 
126 fighter aircraft will spark discussion. 

If Eurofighter and Boeing lose in South Korea and 
Malaysia, as they did in Japan and India, questions will be 
raised over the future of these fighters in the international 
market. 

Airshow Attendance and Events 
Despite the decline in the world economy, the biennial 

Singapore Airshow shows no sign of waning. This year’s 
airshow will be the largest to date with 900 exhibitors from 
more than 50 countries, including 22 country pavilions and 59 
of the world’s top 100 aerospace companies, said Jimmy Lau, 
managing director of Experia Events, the show organizer. 

“The Asia-Pacific region is riding on a wave of growth as 
the region continues to lead in providing new opportunities in 
the aerospace and defense industry,” Lau said. The Singapore 

Airshow is “strategically positioned as a gateway into this 
thriving region, [and] plays a crucial role as an effective 
springboard for industry players to tap into new 
opportunities.” 

In 2010, the airshow closed with $10 billion in deals and 
announcements in spite of a recovering economy. This year 
will also feature a series of high-level conferences — the 
Singapore Airshow Aviation Leadership Summit and the Asia-
Pacific Security Conference. 

The show will have two pavilions this year focusing on 
new technologies: the Land Defense and Unmanned Systems 
Pavilion and the Green Pavilion. The Green Pavilion will 
feature an added component called “Deminars” or seminars 
and demonstrations combined, Lau said. 

Airshow officials would not identify the number or types 
of government delegations visiting the show for security 
reasons, but the 2010 airshow saw 259 foreign government 
and international delegations from 80 countries and 43,459 
trade attendees from 133 counties. 

Security will be tight to safeguard delegations and 
exhibitors. Beyond the usual prohibited items, such as 
firearms and explosives, the exhaustive list includes spear 
guns, walking sticks with daggers, nanchakus, crossbows, 
spears and brass knuckles. 

There will be much attention paid to Chinese exhibitors 
and delegations this year. Those attending the China Business 
Forum will hear presentations from Ng Pock Too, chairman 
and CEO from New Board Technology, and Zhang Xin Guo, 
executive vice president of the Aviation Industry Corp. of 
China. 

Chinese companies exhibiting this year include China 
National Aero-Technology Import and Export Corp., 
Commercial Aircraft Corp. of China, AMECO Bejing and, for 
the first time at the show, Beijing Youtaishuncheng 
Technology Development Co. with a UAV exhibit. 

The flying display will feature the Blair Aerosports’ 
Rebel 300, Singapore Air Force’s F-16 and F-15SG fighter 
jets, and the Royal Australian Air Force’s Roulettes flying 
Pilatus PC-9/A trainers. Despite rumors the F-22 Raptor 
would appear, Lockheed indicated the Raptor will be a no 
show. 
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18. Turks Torpedo Israel Navy Participation In NATO Operation 
Ankara prevents first instance of active Israeli participation in one of Western military alliance’s operations, 
but J'lem on verge of signing deal to upgrade relations with NATO, defense officials say. 
(JERUSALEM POST 10 FEB 12) ... Yaakov Katz and Herb Keinon 

Turkey has torpedoed an Israeli plan to contribute an 
Israel Navy missile ship to a NATO mission in the 
Mediterranean Sea, in what would have been the first time 
Israel actively participated in one of the Western military 
alliance’s operations. 

Diplomatic and defense officials told The Jerusalem Post 
on Thursday that Turkey had decided to prevent Israeli 
participation in the long-term operation – called Active 
Endeavor – following the Israel Navy raid on a Gaza-bound 
flotilla in 2010 in which nine Turkish nationals were killed. 

Diplomatic officials said that ever since its success, 
Turkey had been seeking to scuttle greater Israeli participation 
in the alliance. 

NATO launched Operation Active Endeavor in the wake 
of 9/11 and has succeeded in bringing together a number of 
countries to patrol the Mediterranean and share information 
concerning terrorism and suspicious ships. 

In 2008, Israel sent a navy officer to sit at the operation’s 
headquarters in Naples and in late 2009, Defense Minister 
Ehud Barak submitted an official request to NATO to 
contribute a missile ship to the mission. In 2010, Israel and 
NATO signed an agreement that was supposed to pave the 
way for the ship’s participation. 

“Israel’s navy anyhow patrols the Mediterranean and 
since we were interested in upgrading our ties with NATO, it 
made sense to offer to actively participate in the operation,” a 
senior government official said. “The Turks, though, 
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torpedoed the move and refused to allow one of our ships to 
join.” 

Israel’s relationship with Turkey has seen a sharp decline 
in recent years, most notably in the wake of the IDF’s Cast 
Lead offensive against Hamas in the Gaza Strip in 2009. The 
ties further deteriorated following the raid on the flotilla in 
May 2010. 

While Israel has participated in numerous NATO 
activities over the past decade, it has never sent troops or navy 
ships to play an operational role in the military alliance’s 
operations. 

While Turkey succeeded in thwarting the navy’s 
participation in Active Endeavor, it has, however, failed to 
prevent Israel from upgrading its ties with NATO. Defense 
officials said this week that the sides were on the verge of 

signing a new cooperation agreement that would lead to a 
significant upgrade in relations. 

As a member of the Mediterranean Dialogue, which was 
created in 1994 to foster ties with Middle Eastern countries, 
Israel is frequently invited to participate in NATO workshops 
and exercises. 

The senior government official said, though, that the new 
agreement would enable Israel to participate in top NATO 
forums even though it is not a full-fledged member of the 
alliance. 

Israel is also considering a request by NATO to open an 
office at its headquarters in Brussels. Defense officials said 
that the offer was still open and that it was being “positively 
considered” by the government. 
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19. Saudi Arabia Threatens To Go Nuclear 'Within Weeks' If Iran Gets The Bomb 
(LONDON TIMES 10 FEB 12) ... Hugh Tomlinson 

RIYADH - Saudi Arabia could acquire nuclear warheads 
within weeks of Iran developing atomic weapons as the threat 
from Tehran triggers an arms race across the Middle East. 

In the event of a successful Iranian nuclear test, Riyadh 
would immediately launch a twin-track nuclear weapons 
programme, The Times has learnt. 

Warheads would be purchased off the shelf from abroad, 
with work on a new ballistic missile platform getting under 
way to build an immediate deterrent, according to Saudi 
sources. 

At the same time, the kingdom would upgrade its planned 
civil nuclear programme to include a military dimension, 
beginning uranium enrichment to develop weapons-grade 
material in the long-term. 

Saudi officials emphasise that Riyadh has no military 
nuclear programme at present and will continue to lobby for 
nuclear disarmament across the region. But the Saudi 
Government accepts privately that there is no chance of Israel 
surrendering its undeclared arsenal of warheads, and Riyadh is 
determined to match Tehran if its arch-enemy in the Gulf goes 
nuclear. 

Like many Western powers, Riyadh is convinced that Iran 
is seeking to build nuclear weapons, despite persistent denials 
from Tehran, and the kingdom is preparing for a worst-case 
scenario should Western efforts to halt Iran's nuclear advance 
fail. 

The Times has learnt that commanders of Saudi Arabia's 
Strategic Missile Force have been actively considering the 
missile platforms on the market. 

"There is no intention currently to pursue a unilateral 
military nuclear programme but the dynamics will change 
immediately if the Iranians develop their own nuclear 
capability," one senior Saudi source said. "Politically, it would 
be completely unacceptable to have Iran with a nuclear 
capability and not the kingdom." 

Pakistan is the most likely vendor of warheads to Riyadh, 
according to Western offcials. The kingdom is believed to 
have shouldered much of the cost of Pakistan's nuclear 
programme and bailed out Islamabad when it was sanctioned 
by the West after conducting its first nuclear test in 1998. 

In exchange the countries have long been rumoured to 
have an agreement whereby Pakistan would sell Saudi Arabia 

warheads and nuclear technology if security in the Gulf 
deteriorated. 

Riyadh and Islamabad have persistently denied that any 
such arrangement exists, but Western defence officials and 
diplomats in Riyadh are convinced that there is an 
understanding. One said that the kingdom would call in its 
favour from Pakistan "the next day" after an Iranian nuclear 
test and could have warheads within weeks. 

This would place Saudi Arabia in breach of a 
memorandum of understanding signed with the United States 
in 2008, promising American assistance with civil nuclear 
power on condition that Riyadh does not pursue "sensitive 
nuclear technologies". But if Tehran builds a bomb, the 
regional landscape would change completely. Riyadh is 
confident that Washington would be among the suitors 
bidding to provide nuclear technology so as to maintain 
oversight on the programme. 

Saudi Arabia's only current offensive ballistic missiles are 
the CSS-2 East Wind missiles bought from China and 
smuggled into the kingdom in the 1980s. The $3 billion deal, 
conducted under the late King Fahd, sparked fury in 
Washington when it was uncovered. Riyadh has always 
claimed that it paid the Chinese extra to have the missiles 
rendered incapable of carrying nuclear warheads. The Chinese 
platform could be upgraded, but the East Wind system is 
notoriously inaccurate and Riyadh might well decide to start 
from scratch. 

A signal from Riyadh that it was seeking a new missile 
platform would likely prompt a bidding war from most of the 
available suppliers. The US test-fired a Trident missile capable 
of carrying nuclear warheads during a joint exercise with 
Saudi Arabia in 2010. The same year the kingdom upgraded 
its missile command centre in Riyadh. 

Saudi Arabia signed a nuclear co-operation agreement 
with China last month, adding to deals with France, South 
Korea and Argentina. 

The kingdom has retained the right to enrich its own 
uranium as part of each agreement, something that remains a 
stumbling block to a mooted nuclear pact with the United 
States. Riyadh plans to spend more than £60 million on 16 
nuclear reactors by 2030 to meet its growing domestic energy 
needs. 
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20. Deputy PM Rogozin Urges Russian Defense Industry Upgrade 
(RIA NOVOSTI 09 FEB 12) 

NOVOSIBIRSK - Russian Deputy Prime Minister Dmitry 
Rogozin on Thursday urged an upgrade of the country’s 
defense industry during his working visit to Siberia where he 
met with scientists and students. 

Correcting Soviet Errors 
Outspoken nationalist ex-NATO envoy Rogozin criticized 

the Soviet Union’s security strategy, saying the U.S.S.R. 
misinterpreted security threats, and added that the Soviet 
Army and Navy were out of line with modern requirements, 
had low mobility and were a burden for the budget. 

“In the conventional and nuclear arms race with the 
United States and NATO, the Soviet Union’s leadership 
ultimately assessed the nature of the external and internal 
threats to the national security incorrectly,” the deputy premier 
told scientists at the Siberian department of the Russian 
Academy of Sciences. 

Rogozin, 48, who was appointed a deputy premier in 
charge of the country’s defense industry in December 2011, 
said the state did not pay enough attention to non-military 
defense, including diplomatic, information and psychological 
methods. 

“As a result, an Army and Navy were established whose 
organization and strength did not completely match the 
modern requirements of inter-branch cooperation and armed 
forces mobility in general,” Rogozin said. 

In conditions of antagonism with the West, he said, the 
Soviet Union formed an autonomous technological base, but 
as soon as the Iron Curtain fell, it turned out that the country 
was lagging behind its western rivals in a number of areas. 

Rogozin said that was why Prime Minister Vladimir Putin 
chose aircraft construction, composite materials, 
telecommunication technology and pharmaceuticals as 
priorities for economic development. 

Without urgent measures, the deputy premier said, Russia 
would lag behind its rivals in the manufacturing of electronic 
components, precision weapon aiming devices, laser systems, 
hypersonic technology and other hi-tech spheres. 

Independent Leadership 
Rogozin told students of Novosibirsk State University 

that Russia is Europe’s only country with an independent 
leadership. 

“I know that Russia is the only country in Europe that has 
a leadership not controlled by the Americans,” he said. 

Preparing For Possible Threats 

Rogozin also told students that Russia should more than 
triple its population to 500 million people and four 
geopolitical centers, and that people should be equally settled 
across the country. 

“One hundred and forty million is few. The way out is… 
to give birth to children. Without children, we will not have 
the 500-million population that we urgently need,” he said. 

He said young people should be attracted to work in 
Russia’s defense industry by higher wages and beneficial 
mortgage lending schemes. 

“Wages should be 20 percent higher [in the defense 
industry] than in civil mechanical engineering,” he said. 

Rogozin said high wages for defense sector workers and 
servicemen were necessary so that Russia could have at its 
disposal perfectly trained professional armed forces. 

“We need to be constantly preparing for a third world war 
in order to avoid it,” he said. “If we wipe snot from under our 
nose and portray ourselves as pacifists, we will be trampled 
and thrown away to the dump.” 

Innovation Fund For Defense Industry 
The Russian government will decide in a week’s time on 

the establishment of an innovation development fund for the 
defense industry, Rogozin said. 

“I hope this is a matter of a week,” he told journalists, 
adding that the fund’s structure and name are being discussed. 

Rogozin said the initiative to set up the fund was 
forwarded by President Dmitry Medvedev. “It’s a purely 
presidential project,” he said. 

On Monday, the deputy premier said the Russian 
government’s military-industrial commission will soon 
consider documents to establish the fund, expected to become 
a Russian analogue of the U.S. Defense Advanced Research 
Projects Agency (DARPA). 

Nuclear Sub Fire Investigation 
Russia’s Investigative Committee will complete its probe 

into the reason for the fire on the Yekaterinburg nuclear 
submarine by the end of February, Rogozin told journalists. 

On December 29, the outer hull of the Yekaterinburg, a 
Delta-class nuclear submarine, caught fire during repairs at a 
shipyard in northwest Russia's Murmansk Region. Seven 
crewmembers and two responders were injured as they battled 
the fire, which was put out the following day. There was no 
radiation leak. 

He pledged to punish those guilty. “We have not forgotten 
anything,” Rogozin said. 
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21. Russia’s Bulava-Carrying Subs To Enter Service In Summer 
(RIA NOVOSTI 09 FEB 12) 

MOSCOW - Russia’s newest nuclear-powered 
submarines, the Yury Dolgoruky and the Alexander Nevsky, 
will be put into operation in the summer, Defense Minister 
Anatoly Serdyukov said on Thursday. 

The Yury Dolgoruky will enter service in June and the 
Alexander Nevsky in August, he said. 

The Borey-class subs will be armed with Bulava 
intercontinental ballistic missiles but Serdyukov did not say 
exactly when the troubled missile will enter service. 

The Yury Dolgoruky’s construction began in 1996 at the 
Sevmash shipyard and was completed in 2008. It has a crew of 
130 and will be armed with 16 Bulava SLBMs and six SS-N-
15 cruise missiles. 
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President Dmitry Medvedev said in late December that 
the flight tests of the Bulava SLBM were completed and it will 
now be adopted for service with the Russian Navy. 

Russia successfully test launched two Bulava missiles on 
December 23. 

They were the 18th and 19th test launches of the troubled 
Bulava. Only 11 launches have been officially declared 
successful. 

But some analysts suggest that in reality the number of 
failures is considerably larger. Russian military expert Pavel 
Felgenhauer said that of the Bulava's first 12 test launches, 
only one was entirely successful. 

Despite several previous failures officially blamed on 
manufacturing faults, the Russian military has insisted that 
there is no alternative to the Bulava. 

The Bulava (SS-NX-30) SLBM, developed by the 
Moscow Institute of Thermal Technology (since 1998), carries 
up to 10 MIRV warheads and has a range of over 8,000 

kilometers (5,000 miles). The three-stage ballistic missile is 
designed for deployment on Borey-class nuclear submarines. 

Russia To Convert Belgorod Submarine For Special 
Missions 

Russia’s Sevmash shipyard is to convert the multirole 
Project 949AM nuclear submarine Belgorod for a “series of 
special missions,” the navy’s head Admiral Vladimir 
Vysotsky said on Thursday. 

Construction of the Belgorod has been suspended since 
the sinking of its sister ship, the Kursk, a cruise missile armed 
boat, in 2000. 

“Belgorod will be completed as a special project. The 
boat will have many special tasks ahead of it,” Vysotsky said. 

The Russian Navy has several submarines for what it 
terms “special missions,” but information about them remains 
classified. 

The Project 949M class has a displacement of 23,860 
tons, a length of 150 meters, speed of 33 knots and crew of 
118. 
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22. Iran Adds 2 Submarines To Naval Fleet Amid Tensions Over Strait Of Hormuz 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 09 FEB 12) 

TEHRAN, Iran — Iran’s official news agency reported 
Thursday that the navy has added two more domestically built 
light submarines to its fleet. 

The move is seen as part of Iran’s effort to upgrade its 
defense capabilities amid escalating tension with the West 
over its nuclear program. Tehran has threatened to close the 
strategic Strait of Hormuz, a major oil shipping route, over 
new U.S. sanctions targeting its critical oil industry. 

The report by IRNA quoted Iran’s navy chief Adm. 
Habibollah Sayyari as saying the Ghadir class submarines 
meet the needs of navy. 

In November, Iran said it added three more Ghadir class 
submarines to its naval fleet. This class of submarine can fire 
missiles and torpedoes and operate in the Gulf’s shallow 
waters. 

Iran is believed to have about 12 light and three Russian-
made submarines in its fleet, but it does not disclose the total 
numbers. 
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23. Remedial Work For Navy's Problem Ship 
(FAIRFAX MEDIA (NEW ZEALAND) 10 FEB 12) ... Shane Cowlishaw 

Less than five years after it entered service, the navy's 
$177 million flagship will be out of action for seven months 
while it undergoes a long list of repairs. 

The multi-role HMNZS Canterbury will be off duty from 
mid-August until March 2013 while remedial work continues 
on problems discovered after its construction. The layoff, 
which includes scheduled maintenance work, will leave the 
navy without its only transport ship. 

The Canterbury entered service in 2007 and has been 
dogged by controversy since, being the subject of two separate 
court of inquiry investigations and an independent report. 

The report, commissioned after the death of a sailor soon 
after the ship entered service, recommended $20m of remedial 
work. That cost has since increased. 

Able Seaman Byron Solomon, 22, drowned when an 
inflatable boat being launched from the Canterbury capsized 
off the coast of the North Island because of a faulty quick-
release shackle. 

The report said many of the ship's design problems related 
to the decision to select a cheaper commercial roll-on, roll-off 
design used in ferries rather than a purpose-built military 
vessel. 

The process had been rushed and involved a great deal of 
"wishful thinking,” it said. 

Problems identified with the Canterbury included ballast 
and propulsion issues that led to poor handling in rough 
conditions, badly designed landing craft and radar 
deficiencies. 

In 2010, Australian shipbuilder BAE Systems agreed to 
pay the Government almost $85m to settle the long-running 
dispute over problems with the Canterbury and other ships it 
had provided as part of the $500m Project Protector package. 

Commander David Toms, the navy's captain fleet 
operational support, told an industry magazine last month that 
remedial work on the Canterbury was only 20 to 25 per cent 
complete. 

Defence Force spokeswoman Katherine O'Donnell said 
the work had been planned in advance and would not affect 
any exercises or taskings. 

If New Zealand urgently needed an amphibious ship, the 
Canterbury could be returned to service reasonably quickly or 
a request could be made of the Australian Navy, she said. 

Work to be done included modifications to improve sea-
keeping qualities, moving the inflatable boat alcoves higher, 
modifying the landing craft and upgrading the medical 
facilities. 

It will be undertaken at the Devonport Naval Base. 
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Defence Minister Jonathan Coleman said the remediation 
work would be covered by the BAE settlement and there 
would be no extra cost to the taxpayer. 

"In future I will expect officials to be vigilant about 
acquisitions." 

The Story So Far 

 May 2004: The Government accepts a tender from 
Tenix Defence Systems (now BAE) for Project 
Protector, the construction of seven new ships, 
including the Canterbury, for $500m. 

 September 2005: Construction of the Canterbury 
begins in the Netherlands, based on a commercial 
design. 

 August 2006: The ship arrives in Australia for a 
military fitout. 

 May 2007: The Defence Force accepts the ship and 
commissions it the same day. 

 July 2007: One of the rigid-hulled inflatable boats is 
lost at sea as the ship struggles in a storm. 

 October 2007: Able Seaman Byron James Solomon, 
22, dies after one of the inflatable boats capsizes 
while alongside the Canterbury. 

 February 2008: After several defects with the Project 
Protector fleet are identified, negotiations with BAE 
for compensation begin, delaying the delivery of the 
remaining ships. 

 May 2008: An independent review finds the 
Canterbury acquisition was rushed and reveals 
multiple problems with the ship. 

 February 2010: BAE agrees to fork out nearly $85m 
to fix problems with the Project Protector fleet. 

 April 2010: The navy confirms some of the money 
will be used to buy new landing craft for the ship. 

Ship Glitches 

 Canterbury's rigid-hulled inflatable boat alcoves were 
too close to the waterline. 

 The landing craft were badly designed, which led to 
cracking in the bow ramp doors. 

 The ship's propellers came out of the water in heavy 
seas, causing engine damage. 

 The ship handles poorly in rough weather. 
Improvements to ballast and the fuel-transfer system 
needed. 

 The anti-roll system does not work in heavy 
conditions. 

 An inability to track helicopters by radar at the 
required range and height. 

 Waves crashing over the front of the ship could 
wreck its gun. 

 Procurement ProblemsNH90 medium-range 
helicopters. Cost: $771m. The first two arrived in 
December, more than two years late. 

 A109 light/training helicopters. Cost: $139m. All 
have now arrived. Project three months behind 
schedule. 

 P3 Orion surveillance aircraft systems upgrade. Cost: 
$352m. Expected to be completed in 2013, 2 ½ years 
late. 

 C130 Hercules transport life extension. Cost: 
$254.9m. The third of five Hercules is due to be 
completed in June, several years behind schedule. 
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24. High Hopes: Navy Airs Fuel-Saving Idea 
The navy is going back to basics in a bid to cut its soaring fuel bill — wind power. 
(IRISH EXAMINER 09 FEB 12) ... Sean O’Riordan 

Commodore Mark Mellett confirmed the navy was 
collaborating with the Irish Maritime and Energy Resource 
Cluster, UCC, and CIT to develop "kite sails" which would be 
used to save fuel when a ship was carrying out surveillance. 

The sails will have an added hi-tech edge which the 
service hopes to sell to other navies around the world. 

"The kites would be used to reduce our energy bills, as we 
use 40% of the fuel allocated to the Defence Forces," said the 
commodore. "They could provide us with a speed of up to 
eight knots, which is as fast as a normal trawler." 

The kites will be fitted with sensors which will enhance 
ships’ radar capacity. 

"Normally, radar capabilities are to the horizon, which 
would be 12 to 15 nautical miles. But if we put sensors on the 
kites, which would be 100m up in the air, that capability 
would be increased to up to 50 nautical miles. 

"If the concept proves viable, the technology could be in 
use in a few years’ time. The innovation could also be 
valuable to other navies." 

The kites would be attached to the ships by steel ropes 
and could be wound down when not in use. 

The commodore also revealed the navy has helped to 
develop and test hi-tech firefighting suits which it hopes to sell 
to fire brigades around the world. 

In conjunction with the Irish company Seftec and CIT, it 
has developed suits fitted with wireless sensors and infra-red 
pressure pads which allow the tracking of firefighters within 
ships and buildings, no matter how bad the smoke is. 

CIT researcher Dr Paul Walsh said: "We are hoping to 
market the suits in the next few months. It’s a very exciting 
prospect and we’ve trialled them with the navy and know they 
work." 
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25. UK Hits Back At Argentina Over Falklands 
(REUTERS 09 FEB 12) ... Adrian Croft 

STOCKHOLM - U.K. Prime Minister David Cameron hit 
back at Argentina on Feb. 9 over its plans to protest to the 
United Nations against British “militarization” of the 
Falklands, saying islanders would have London’s backing for 
as long as they wished to remain British. 

Argentina’s President Cristina Fernandez accused Britain 
on Feb. 7 of “militarizing the South Atlantic” and said she 
would complain to the United Nations, as tension rises before 
the 30th anniversary of the Falklands war this year. 

“Argentina will find when she goes to the United Nations 
that it is an absolutely key part of the United Nations charter 
to support self-determination,” Cameron told a news 
conference after talks with Nordic and Baltic leaders in 
Stockholm. 

“The people of the Falkland Islands want to maintain … 
their connection to the United Kingdom,” he said. 

“As long as the people in the Falkland Islands want to 
maintain that status, we will make sure that they do and we 
will defend the Falkland Islands properly to make sure that is 

the case,” Cameron said in his first comments on Fernandez’s 
pledge. 

Britain went to war with Argentina over the Falkland 
Islands, called Las Malvinas in Argentina, in 1982. London 
has refused to start talks on sovereignty with Argentina unless 
the roughly 3,000 islanders want them. 

A war of words between the two governments has 
escalated in recent months. Oil exploration by British 
companies off the islands has raised the stakes. 

Fernandez criticized British plans to deploy one of its 
most advanced destroyers, HMS Dauntless, to the area. 

She said her Foreign Ministry would present a formal 
complaint to the U.N. Security Council and General 
Assembly. 

She also criticized the posting of Prince William, second 
in line to the British throne, to the islands as a military search-
and-rescue pilot. 

Britain has denied militarizing the South Atlantic and says 
its “defensive posture” in the islands remains unchanged. 
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PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
26. Navy Celebrates Women's History Month 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 09 FEB 12) ... Ensign Amber Lynn Daniel, Diversity and Inclusion Public Affairs 

WASHINGTON -- The Navy joins the nation in 
celebrating Women's History Month throughout the month of 
March as announced in NAVADMIN 051/12, Feb. 9. 

Navy commands are encouraged to reflect on the national 
2012 theme, "Women's Education - Women's Empowerment" 
to increase their knowledge and awareness of the contributions 
women have made both to U.S. history and to the Navy. 

Women have served with great honor and valor in defense 
of our nation since the Revolutionary War. However, women 
did not become an official part of the service until 1908, when 
Congress established the Navy Nurse Corps. The first 20 
nurses, called the "Sacred Twenty" broke the barriers that 
eventually paved the way for all women to officially enter 
naval service. 

Nurses remained the only women serving in the Navy 
until World War I, when the Navy's first enlisted women, 
known as Yeomanettes, provided clerical support. 

In 1942, the Navy launched the Women Accepted for 
Volunteer Emergency Service (WAVES) program, allowing 
women to serve outside the secretarial realm in an official 
uniform capacity. During World War II, more than 85,000 
women served as WAVES air traffic controllers, artists, 
bakers, couriers, cryptologists, draftsmen, hospital corpsmen, 
lawyers, meteorologists, and translators at naval shore 
commands across the nation and overseas. Eighty-one nurses 
were taken prisoner by the Japanese in Guam and the Republic 
of the Philippines during World War II. 

Six years later, congressional leaders recognized the need 
for women in peacetime armed forces with the passage of the 
Women's Armed Services Integration Act of 1948. 
Opportunities for women in the Navy expanded during the 
Cold War era, and in 1967 President Lyndon B. Johnson 

signed Public Law 90-130, allowing women the opportunity 
for promotion to admiral or general. 

In 1974, Alene Duerke, director of the Navy Nurse Corps, 
became the first female appointed to the rank of rear admiral. 
Two years later, Fran McKee became the first female line 
officer to make flag rank. 

Women continued to make great strides with President 
Gerald Ford signing Public Law 94-106, which required 
service academies to admit women by the fall of 1976. With 
the doors of educational excellence finally open to women, 81 
women entered the U.S. Naval Academy's Class of 1980. 

By the 1980s, women had reached impressive heights 
within the Navy. Promotion boards began selecting women for 
flag rank, including Roberta L. Hazard. She was selected for 
promotion to rear admiral upper half May 18, 1988, the first 
woman to be board selected for that grade. 

The 1990s ushered in a new era for women serving in the 
armed forces. During the first Gulf War, women constituted 
fifteen percent of the naval personnel fighting force in Iraq 
and Kuwait. In 1994, the repeal of the Combat Exclusion Law 
allowed women to serve on combatant ships for the first time. 
Cmdr. Maureen A. Farren became the first woman to 
command a combatant ship June 10, 1998, when she took 
command of USS Mount Vernon, an amphibious dock landing 
ship. 

In April 2010 the Navy instituted a landmark change in 
policy, allowing women to serve on submarines for the first 
time. The first group of female submariners completed nuclear 
power school and officially reported on board two ballistic and 
two guided missile submarines in November 2011. 

Women continue to make history in the Navy. Guided-
missile destroyer USS Kidd, led by Cmdr. Jennifer Ellinger, 
responded to a distress call from the master of the Iranian-
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flagged fishing dhow Al Molai, Jan. 5, who claimed he was 
being held captive by pirates. Within 24 hours, Kidd assisted 
in freeing 13 Iranian fishermen and taking into custody 15 
pirates. 

Today, nearly every naval community is open to women 
and female Sailors continue to excel in almost all facets of 
naval duties both ashore and afloat. More than 54,000 active 
duty women and more than 10,000 female Reservists are 
serving in the Navy, comprising 17.1 percent of the force. The 
current Navy Total Force includes 34 active and Reserve 

female flag officers and 59 female command master chiefs. 
Vice Admiral Ann E. Rondeau, current president of National 
Defense University, remains the most senior three-star admiral 
in the Navy. 

Commands are strongly encouraged to increase their 
knowledge and awareness of the contributions of women to 
the Navy and nation by celebrating Women's History Month 
through programs, exhibits, publications, and participation in 
military and community events. 
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27. Cummings: Federal Workers 'Have Sacrificed Enough' 
(WASHINGTON POST 10 FEB 12) ... Joe Davidson 

As the top Democrat on the House Oversight and 
Government Reform Committee, Rep. Elijah E. Cummings is 
in the difficult position of protecting federal employees from a 
stream of proposals pushed by the majority Republicans that 
would limit pay and benefits. 

It’s an important fight for him, and not just because Social 
Security’s main office is in his Maryland district. But it’s a 
fight he regularly loses, as he did Tuesday when the 
committee approved a bill that would have workers pay more 
for what in many cases would be reduced retirement benefits. 

The Federal Diary spoke with Cummings about federal 
workplace issues. (An interview has also been requested with 
Rep. Dennis A. Ross (R-Fla.), chairman of the federal 
workforce subcommittee, who is often Cummings’s opposite 
on employee legislation.) Here is a transcript of the Cummings 
interview, edited for clarity and length. 

Federal Diary: Given the government’s financial 
problems, do you think federal employees, who are now in 
the middle of a two-year freeze on basic pay, will be 
required to sacrifice more? 

Cummings: I think Republicans are going to do 
everything in their power to make sure they sacrifice more. I 
am vehemently against it. I think they have sacrificed enough 
already over these two years. I don’t think we should be trying 
to address these budget problems on the backs of these 
employees. 

Will the Congressional Budget Office report increase 
the chances of a third-year extension of the pay freeze? 
(The CBO said federal employees with a high school 
education or less earn about 21 percent more than their 
private-sector counterparts; federal workers with a 
bachelor’s degree earn about the same; and those with 
advanced degrees are paid about 23 percent less. In a 
comparison of total compensation, including benefits, 
federal workers receive 16 percent more, according to the 
CBO). 

It’s a very mixed report... I have no doubt the Republicans 
will try to take it and say federal employees are overpaid. The 
CBO is very skillful at scoring (estimating the cost of 
legislative proposals). I don’t know how skillful they are at 
these kinds of reports... A lot of the private sector is getting rid 
of things like pensions. Are we going to allow ourselves to 
race to the bottom and do away with benefits? 

Will budgetary problems result in a smaller 
workforce? If that’s the case, how and where should the 
cuts be made? 

Whatever cuts we make, we should do them with the skill 
of the most experienced heart surgeon. We don’t want to cut 
to the point where we kill the patient. I believe the demand on 
the government is going to increase. I’ve seen it in my offices 
already. We have a tremendous demand on our office. When 
people are out of work or losing their homes, they need more 
government service, not less. Democrats must emphasize that 
we want a workforce that is skilled and adequate to carry out 
the responsibilities that only government can carry out. 

Do you think the government needs to limit the 
amount of money spent on contractors? 

I think we need to limit the amount of money going to 
contractors. I think we also need to do what President Obama 
was talking about, that their salaries are comparable to those in 
the federal government and not necessarily those in the private 
sector. 

Some Republicans say the federal government should 
do a lot less, doing away with whole agencies and 
departments. In that case you would not need as many 
employees. 

I have a very diverse district, not only from a racial 
standpoint, but also from an economic standpoint. I am 
convinced that my constituents think government works and 
works well for my constituents. They need roads so that they 
can get to work. They want to make sure that food is safe. I 
could go on and on. They want to make sure airplanes are 
properly inspected. There is definitely a major role for 
government. As we go through the process and we are looking 
at what we are cutting, I think we also have to balance that by 
making sure we are getting the resources to address those 
things that we are requiring government to do... . 

I think it’s important that we stop bashing federal 
employees. I think it’s very unfair. It’s very unfortunate. We 
need to make sure we provide a strong work environment. We 
need to make sure they are properly paid. And we should 
show them that we do in fact appreciate them. These federal 
employees are our neighbors. They are our relatives. They are 
our friends... I’m going to defend them with everything I got. 
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28. NOFFS Brings Sea Of Change To Navy Fitness 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 09 FEB 12) ... Commander, Navy Installations Command Public Affairs 

WASHINGTON -- The Navy Operational Fitness and 
Fueling Series (NOFFS), launched Navy-wide in January 
2012, represents a sea of change in the way the Navy 
implements fitness. 

NOFFS employs a new methodology to keep Sailors 
ashore and afloat in top physical condition. Based on world-
class sports science training philosophies that have produced 
multimillion dollar athletes, NOFFS is designed to improve 
operational performance, decrease the incidence and severity 
of musculoskeletal injuries and provide foundational 
nutritional guidance for Sailors. The result is a program highly 
relevant to Sailors. 

Athlete's Performance Institute, a key partner in the 
development of NOFFS, provided a cutting edge yet proven 
methodology from which Navy's experts from Center for 
Personal and Professional Development, Commander, Navy 

Installations Command (CNIC), Navy Bureau of Medicine 
and Chief of Naval Operations' Physical Readiness Program 
office could draw and refine to meet the needs of every 
operational platform. 

Sailors now have everything they will need at their 
fingertips to gain and sustain high levels of physical 
performance at home or at sea. 

CNIC's recent release of the NOFFS iPhone app 
(available in the itunes app store) and the 2011 launch of the 
NOFFS virtual trainer found at www.navyfitness.org round 
out a program delivery platform unmatched within the 
Department of Defense. 

To learn more about incorporating NOFFS into a personal 
or command training plan, contact the local MWR Fitness 
office or visit the "find a NOFFS instructor" tab on the 
website. 
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29. Amputation Cases Among U.S. Troops Hit A Post-9/11 High In 2011 
(STARS AND STRIPES 09 FEB 12) ... Chris Carroll 

WASHINGTON — More U.S. troops lost limbs in 2011 
than in any previous year of fighting since the 9/11 attacks, 
recently published Pentagon data shows. 

The grisly toll, 240 cases of deployed troops with at least 
one arm or leg amputated, appears to mainly reflect the 
ongoing troop surge in Afghanistan, along with an increased 
emphasis on foot patrols in areas where insurgents are active. 

Amputation cases were up from 196 in 2010 and 
exceeded the previous high of 205 during the 2007 Iraq surge, 
according to figures published this month by the Armed 
Forces Health Surveillance Center. The Marine Corps was hit 
hardest by far, with 129 Marines suffering amputations in 
2011. The Army, which has more troops in the country, had 
100 amputation cases. Six Sailors and five Airmen also lost 
limbs. 

But there’s a flip side to the grim statistics, officials say. 
The rising numbers are also believed to reflect recent advances 
in battlefield first aid, medical treatment and protective gear 
that make the current conflict “the most survivable war in the 
history of combat,” according to Adm. William Gortney, 
director of the Pentagon’s Joint Staff, speaking Jan. 31 at the 
Military Health System Conference in Washington. 

In previous wars, or even several years earlier in the 
current one, some of the amputation cases would likely have 
been battlefield fatalities, said Col. Jonathan Jaffin, chief of 
the Army Surgeon General’s Dismounted Complex Blast 
Injury Task Force. From 2010 to 2011, though amputations 
increased, total U.S. troop deaths in from combat fell to 368 
from 437, according to the Defense Manpower Data Center. 

“These are grievous injuries, yes, but when you see them 
back here with their families having survived, these guys are 
all grateful to be alive,” Jaffin said. 

The task force also found an increase in severe injuries in 
recent years. It sounds bad, Jaffin said, but actually means that 
troops are surviving worse injuries than before. Better and 
more widely distributed protective gear, including groin-

protecting armor that many troops began receiving in 2011, 
are helping stop injuries to vital organs that previously could 
have proved fatal, Jaffin said. 

First-aid knowledge among the rank and file has 
increased, and ground troops in Afghanistan now carry 
tourniquets they are trained to use if a limb is severed, he said. 

“We’ve heard anecdotally that some of the guys are going 
out on patrol with tourniquets already in place, so if they get 
hurt, all you have to do is pull them taut,” Jaffin said. 

Once injured troops reach the hospital, the level of care 
that’s evolved over a decade of war is world-class, said a 
Navy doctor who served in Afghanistan. 

“I could accurately say it’s the most effective trauma 
system on the planet,” said Navy Capt. Mike McCarten, who 
in 2010 and 2011 commanded a NATO Role 3 hospital in 
Kandahar, one of three in the country with a full spectrum of 
medical care. 

Improvised explosive devices caused the majority of 
amputations McCarten saw at the hospital, he said. Roughly 
half of the injured troops had a limb or limbs blown off in the 
field, and the rest arrived with arms and legs too mangled to 
save. 

“It was at least several times weekly, and at some points it 
was several times daily,” he said. 

Survivability has increased because the U.S. military has 
been closely monitoring and studying medical outcomes 
throughout the current wars, and the lessons learned are being 
put into use. Perhaps the most effective lesson learned was the 
importance of first aid, he said. 

“The work being done at the Role 3 hospitals is 
magnificent, but really a lot of credit for that survival goes to 
medics and hospital corpsmen on the battlefield,” McCarten 
said. “[Injured troops] would come to us with two or three 
tourniquets on two or three amputated limbs, and they actually 
didn’t have bad blood pressure because of the care they 
received in the field.” 
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30. Navy Surgeon General Visits Navy Recruiting 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 09 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Michael B. Lavender, Navy Recruiting Command 
Public Affairs 

MILLINGTON, Tenn. -- Navy Surgeon General Vice 
Adm. Matthew L. Nathan visited Navy Recruiting Command 
(NRC) Feb. 9 to show his support for the command's medical 
missions. 

During his visit, Nathan recognized the importance of 
Navy recruiting and its impact on the future of Navy medicine. 

"My visit here was pretty pure and simple," said Nathan. 
"I'm here to demonstrate that as the new Navy surgeon 
general, I really recognize the importance of our personnel 
management, recruiting programs, assignment programs and 
community management programs. On an absolute day-to-day 
basis, it is hard to measure what they do, but over the long run 
of Navy medicine, these people have more investment and 
make more difference than any other sector. So I'm here to 
show my support, hear their issues and make sure they know 
my door is always open to any of their issues, because I 
consider them to be vital to the success of Navy medicine." 

During the visit, Nathan sat down with several of NRC's 
medical recruiting program managers and support staff to 
share his vision as the new Navy surgeon general. 

"Vice Adm. Nathan is extremely engaging and relishes 
any opportunity to provide his vision regarding the future of 
Navy medicine," said Cmdr. Duane Eggert, NRC director of 
medical programs. "He has a diverse background garnered 
from various assignments as commanding officer at our 
largest military treatment facilities, as well as tours at Navy 
Personnel Command and on the fleet staff. He knows first-
hand the daily challenges NRC recruiters face in accessing 
quality health care professionals, thus his visit is truly an 
indication of support to CNRC's medical recruiting mission." 

"I hope my visit here helps recruiting medical programs 
staff and recruiters," said Nathan. "I hope that it makes them 
feel that if the surgeon general cares enough to travel down 
here and spend the day with me, then my job must be 
important and that he recognizes it. So I hope it will make 
them feel better about what they're doing and that I recognize 
it." 

Part of the future of Navy medicine is the quality of 
medical programs applicants who desire to serve in America's 
Navy. 

"Current active officer medical programs remain viable 
on pace to meet our active component goals by the end of FY-
12," said Eggert. "Our reserve programs provide us with 
unique challenges. However, with hard work and dedication 
exhibited by our field recruiters, along with outstanding 
oversight by CNRC medical program managers, we hope to 
mitigate and minimize the various challenges. Incentives 
remain a top priority to increase our accession pool for critical 
war-time skills specialties." 

NRC consists of a command headquarters, two Navy 
recruiting regions and 26 Navy recruiting districts which serve 
hundreds of recruiting stations across the country. 

With 70 percent of the world covered in ocean, 80 percent 
of the world's population living near coasts and 90 percent of 
the world's commerce traveling by water, America's Navy 
continues to be forward deployed as a global force for good. 
Navy Recruiting Command's mission is to recruit the best men 
and women for America's Navy to accomplish today's 
missions and meet tomorrow's challenges. 
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31. Mayport Navy Chief Returns From Afghanistan 
(WJXT NEWS4JAX TV 09 FEB 12) 

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. - Command Master Chief Dave 
Anderson is being called a hero. But don't tell him that. He'll 
disagree. 

Hero or not, there were no arguments when family, 
friends and colleagues said it was good to have him home after 
six months in Afghanistan. 

Anderson returned to Jacksonville on Thursday afternoon 
as those close to him waited for the arrival of Naval Station 
Mayport's top enlisted man. 

"He's great husband, great father, I'm proud to call a 
friend as well as a colleague," said Capt. Doug Cochrane. 

"It's great, home, good to be home," Anderson said. "We 
all talk about what we're going to do when we get home. Go 
down to the beaches, go to TacoLu, get some good chow." 

Anderson has simple pleasures in mind, but he also has 
shipmates he grew close to overseas that he's thinking of. 

His captain calls him a hero, but he points back to the war 
zone. 

"I'm not a hero. The heroes are still back in Afghanistan," 
Anderson said. 

"They're pretty cranked up about Master Chief Anderson 
coming home," Cochrane said. "He's an absolute hero to those 
kids, and what a great example. What a great example to 
follow. We're lucky to have him." 

Anderson is lucky to have a supportive spouse. Lt. Candy 
Anderson has also served overseas as a Navy nurse, so she 
understands the sacrifice and the need for family support when 
a Sailor gets home. 

Dave decided to volunteer to go overseas just two months 
after Candy came home from deployment in Afghanistan. 

"We've done some talking the past couple days, getting 
things off our chest, and it's nice to be able to relate to each 
other," Candy said. "He knows what I went through. I know 
what he's going through." 

"We manage, both very proud of each other, and when 
you're a military family, you cope," Dave said. "You do what 
your country asks you to do. And when you get the call, you 
go." 

Dave Anderson won't be back at Mayport long. Cochrane 
said it's bittersweet because Anderson's next assignment is in 
about five weeks in Washington D.C. with the Navy 
Ceremonial Guard. 

View Gallery (8 Photos) 
View Clip (RT: 2:49) 
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Broadcast Clip - Mayport's Highest Enlisted Sailor 

Back Home 
(WTEV CBS JACKSONVILLE (FL) 09 FEB 12) Dee 

Registre 
JACKSONVILLE, Fla. -- It's a story of dedication and 

sacrifice. After six months in the Afghanistan desert, 
Command Master Chief Dave Anderson is back home with his 
wife by his side. 

"It's good to be home. It's good to be back in Jacksonville 
especially," he said. 

Chief Anderson volunteered to go. And it came just days 
after his wife, a Navy nurse, returned from a year in 
Afghanistan. 

"I was like really, I just got back. But he felt he had a 
mission to accomplish," said his wife, Candy Anderson. 

"The Navy called. They asked, will you and I said, yes," 
Dave said. 

Master Chief Anderson deployed alone to help Marines 
and soldiers on the ground. "When you are military family, 
you cope. And you do what the military calls you to do. When 
you get the call, you go," he said. 

And though this was his eighth deployment, he says he is 
no different from any other service member who wears the 
uniform. 

"I'm not a hero. The heroes are still back in Afghanistan," 
said Master Chief Anderson. 

"It's nice to be able to have someone that knows what it's 
like, and I know what he is going through," said Candy. It's a 
shared sacrifice that brings them together when they are 
standing side by side or are miles apart. 

Candy and Dave Anderson will be packing again. This 
time to Washington D.C. Dave is being reassigned to the Navy 
Ceremonial Guard. Candy will be working at the Walter Reed 
Medical Center. 

View Clip (RT: 1:35) 
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32. Navy Senior Chief Dishonorably Discharged For Sex Abuse 
(KITSAP (WA) SUN 09 FEB 12) 

BREMERTON — A Navy senior chief based at Naval 
Base Kitsap has been dishonorably discharged for sexual 
abuse and other violations, according to a Naval Region 
Northwest spokesman. 

James D. Thomas, a culinary specialist, was tried and 
convicted in a military court-martial for two counts of 
wrongful sexual contact, three counts of unlawful striking, 
touching or grabbing and two counts of violating the Navy's 
sexual harassment policy, said Navy spokesman Dale Davis. 

Thomas has been demoted from senior chief petty officer 
to seaman recruit and dishonorably discharged from the Navy, 
Davis said. 

"Our thoughts go out to the victims of (these) offenses, 
and we will continue to do all in our power (to) stop them 
from happening, and to prosecute those who perpetrate them," 
Davis said. 

Thomas was initially charged with five counts of failure 
to obey general orders or regulations, three counts of wrongful 
sexual contact and nine counts of unlawfully striking, touching 
or grabbing. 

Davis said he could not release additional details about 
the case or the allegations. An automatic appeals process has 
begun in the case, Davis said. 
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33. Top Enlisted Fired Amid Relationship Allegation 
(NAVY TIMES 09 FEB 12) ... Sam Fellman 

The top enlisted man on a Bangor, Wash.-based ballistic-
missile submarine was fired Jan. 3 for “administrative 
reasons” amid allegations that he was having an inappropriate 
relationship with a female Naval Academy midshipman 
onboard, a Submarine Group 9 spokesman confirmed 
Thursday. 

Master Chief Electronics Technician (SS) David Turley 
had been chief of the boat of Nebraska’ gold crew before he 
was fired by Capt. Paul Skarpness, then-commander of 
Submarine Squadron 17, SUBGRU 9 spokesman Lt. Ed Early 
said. Turley is the first top enlisted member at a command 
fired in 2012; 13 were fired last year. 

Turley’s relief came only a month after the first female 
submariners arrived in the fleet. They began reporting to 
ballistic-missile subs Wyoming and Maine and guided-missile 
subs Georgia and Ohio. 

It wasn’t apparent why the Navy, which has ordered an 
investigation of the allegations, did not disclose the firing until 
pressed by Navy Times. Early said that Turley was fired for 
“administrative reasons,” unconnected with the allegations of 

an inappropriate relationship, and that since Turley wasn’t 
relieved for cause, there was no requirement to make his relief 
public. 

Early declined to release names of others allegedly 
involved or explain the nature of the allegations, citing privacy 
concerns. Early was also unable to immediately say what date 
the investigation began or what had prompted it. 

“Appropriate actions were taken for those who did not 
meet the high standards we expect,” Early said, but declined to 
say whether those actions involved crew members other than 
Turley. 

Turley, 41, of Gardenville, Nev., joined the Navy in 1991, 
according to Navy Personnel Command records. Over his 21-
year career, he served aboard eight subs and joined the gold 
crew as COB in April 2010. Turley was selected for E-9 last 
May and frocked later on, Early said. 

Turley has been reassigned to Naval Submarine Support 
Center Bangor. 

Turley did not immediately reply to an email seeking 
comment. 
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FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
34. Analysis: Navy May Benefit In Revamped Military 
(NAVY TIMES 09 FEB 12) ... Ledyard King 

WASHINGTON — Defense Secretary Leon Panetta 
wants to “rebalance our global and presence to emphasize 
where we think the potential problems will be in the world” 
with the goal of producing a leaner, more rapidly deployable 
military. 

Translation: Shrink land forces and rely more on the 
Navy. 

At least that’s the early take on the secretary’s blueprint, 
which calls for spending cuts of $487 billion over the next 
decade, another round of base closures, and a significant 
reduction in Army and Marine troop levels. 

It’s part of the Pentagon’s strategy to shift from a 
conventional, land-based mission that’s been central to 
conflicts in Iraq and Afghanistan to one more capable of 
quick-strike capabilities in hot spots such as the Middle East 
and the Asia Pacific region. At the same time, the Pentagon 
must meet congressionally mandated spending reductions. 

Panetta has announced that the Navy will: 

 Maintain its fleet of 11 aircraft carriers with 10 air 
wings. 

 Modernize its submarine fleet in a design that will 
allow new Virginia-class submarines to carry more 
cruise missiles. 

 Spend more to upgrade sensors for aircraft, ships and 
missiles, and to buy the most advanced electronic 
warfare and communications capabilities. 

 Keep its current Marine troop strength in the Pacific 
despite an overall reduction in force from 202,000 to 
182,000. 

 Protect the “highest-priority and most flexible ships” 
such as the Arleigh Burke destroyers and littoral 
combat ships. 

“The goal here is to focus on those areas that involve the 
greatest concern,” Panetta said. “And that means, frankly, that 
we need a strong Navy, a strong Navy in the Pacific, a strong 
Navy in the Middle East, a strong Navy across the world.” 

Charles Nemfakos, former deputy assistant defense 
secretary for Installations and Logistics, said it’s unlikely any 
branch of the military will escape the effects of such major 
spending cuts. 

But the Navy is probably better positioned to adapt, he 
said. 

“One of the premiums that the nation gets from making 
investments in the Navy is the fact that (it’s) very flexible and 
can therefore pivot more gracefully because that’s what you’re 
paying for,” said Nemfakos, who retired from the Pentagon in 
2001 and is now a senior fellow at the Rand Corporation, a 
research organization. 

That flexibility could bode well for Florida installations in 
the Panhandle, notably Pensacola Naval Air Station and 
Whiting Field Naval Air Station in Milton. They house 
missions that seem to dovetail with the nimbler Navy Panetta 
is touting, said Rep. Jeff Miller, R-Chumuckla. 

Miller represents both bases and sits on the House Armed 
Services Committee. 

Pensacola NAS includes Corry Station, home to the 
Center for Information Dominance. If missions such as cyber 
warfare become more important in a revamped military, Corry 
will play an essential role, he said. 

More importantly, Panetta’s commitment to an 11-carrier 
fleet means the Navy will need plenty of aircraft. That should 
offer plenty of opportunities to train pilots — a main reason 
Pensacola and Whiting Field exist. 

The naval air stations do all the Navy’s rotary-wing 
aircraft training and most of the fixed-wing training, Miller 
said. 

“Carrier-based aviation appears to be an area of 
significant focus,” he said. “And I would say that this suggests 
the training missions in and around Northwest Florida will 
remain healthy as the demand for naval aviators remains 
robust.” 

Unmanned drones have increasingly played a crucial role 
in U.S. military strategy. Some drone training takes place at 
Eglin Air Force Base. 

Experts say an expected increase in drone use shouldn’t 
mean a major decrease in training at Whiting Field or 
Pensacola. 

“It would be foolish to say there’s no implication,” 
Nemfakos said. “But having said that, I don’t see drones 
replacing manned naval aircraft. I see drones being an 
enormous supplement to (existing) capabilities.” 

That’s not to say the Navy won’t be affected by the 
budget cuts as well. 

Panetta’s plan includes another round of base closings 
that could shutter or shrink some naval installations. 

Nemfakos thinks the consolidation of commands at 
Pensacola during earlier realignments makes the naval air 
station well-equipped to withstand another round. And Miller 
thinks that the just-announced temporary transfer of an F-18 
training mission from Virginia to Whiting Field is a sign the 
Pentagon views the Milton facility as a valued operation. 

Panetta also wants to retire “lower-priority” cruisers that 
have not been upgraded with ballistic missile defense 
capability or that require significant maintenance, as well as 
some combat logistics and fleet support ships. 

And he’s proposing to slow down purchase of the costly 
F-35 Joint Strike Fighter. 

Ret. Navy Capt. Jan M. van Tol, a senior fellow at the 
Center for Strategic and Budgetary Assessments, said the 
slowdown shouldn’t mean the weapon will be scrapped. 

“All of the services are basically heavily invested in the 
F-35,” said van Tol, who served as special adviser to the vice 
president. “It’s the only game in town at this point.” 

Nemfakos said there’s a fairly simple reason why the 
Army, and to a lesser extent the Marines, could bear a 
disproportional brunt of the cuts. 

“When you’re making a large reduction and when so 
many of your resources are people-related, it’s inevitable that 
reduction will be taken in areas that have more people as 
opposed to things,” he said. 

Van Tol said the nation is okay with moving away from 
large Army operations, which may benefit the Navy. 
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“The Army guys, I feel for them in a sense, because 
they’ve been a good and faithful servant,” he said. “But they 
face the question, what will the country want us to do in the 

future? And frankly I don’t think either party or any important 
actor politically foresees large-scale ground wars in the near 
term.” 
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35. Fears Of 'Hollow Force' Unfounded, Lawmakers Told 
(MILITARY UPDATE 09 FEB 12) ... Tom Philpott 

The Congressional Research Service has a message for 
those who suggest planned defense budget cuts and military 
compensation curbs will return America to the "hollow force" 
era of the 1970s. 

Such references, in light of current force quality and the 
amount of money used to modernize weapons, infrastructure 
and benefit programs over the past decade, might be deemed 
"inappropriate," CRS advises in a new report, "A Historical 
Perspective on 'Hollow Forces.' " 

A delicate issue in preparing the report must have been 
who to caution. The authors, defense specialists Andrew 
Feicket and Stephen Daggett, direct their advice to “military 
leaders.” But the specter of a hollow force seems more often 
to be raised these days by lawmakers, particularly by 
Republicans who suggest the Obama administration is willing 
to allow readiness to fray. CRS exists to serve Congress, 
however, not to chastise it. 

Five of seven suspected causes for the sorry state of the 
armed forces after the Vietnam War, while transitioning to an 
all-volunteer military, are “non-applicable” to today’s 
military, the report says. The current force isn’t buffeted by 
low public support, severe recruiting and retention challenges, 
lousy pay, obsolete equipment or inadequate maintenance 
dollars. 

If there’s an issue with troop morale today it’s due mostly 
to frequent deployments, a problem that is easing, the report 
says. And while an era of smaller budgets has arrived, the 
current inventory of modernized equipment “appears 
relatively robust,” the report says. 

“Most of the conditions that existed in the 1970s do not 
exist today,” it says. “It also is unlikely…even in the case of 
drastically reduced military funding and a smaller military, 
[that] recruit quality would decline, pay and benefits would be 
drastically cut or U.S. public support for the military would 
significantly decline,” all of which happened after Vietnam. 

Republicans criticize the administration on two fronts 
regarding defense spending in the next decade. They don’t like 
how $488 billion in cuts through 2021 are to be implemented, 
as outlined by Defense Secretary Leon Panetta in late January, 
though Congress did agree to the overall size of these cuts in 
last year’s Budget Control Act. 

They also don’t like Obama holding lawmakers to an 
onerous deal struck last August: that if a bipartisan “super 
committee” couldn’t reach agreement by last Christmas on 
cutting at least a trillion dollars more of the federal debt, then 
a “sequestration” of automatic cuts would begin in 2013. 
About half of that cut would be applied to defense over 10 
years unless Congress agrees on a different response to the 
super committee debacle. 

On Panetta’s plan for the first set of cuts, to drawdown 
ground forces by 100,000 and rely more on unmanned systems 
and Special Forces units, Rep. Howard P. "Buck" McKeon (R-
Calif.) chairman of the House Armed Services Committee, 
said impact will be “far deeper than Congress envisioned in 

the Budget Control Act, because of strategic choices the 
President has made.” 

On the sequestration cuts, McKeon seeks to derail them. 
He backs the Down Payment to Protect National Security Act 
(HR 3662), which would protect military budgets by 
continuing to freeze federal salaries and cutting the workforce 
by 10 percent over 10 years by refusing to fill job vacancies. 

“Last year, when the Super Committee failed, I pledged 
that I would not be the chairman who would preside over the 
hollowing out of our military. I renew that commitment 
today,” McKeon said Jan. 26. 

Five days later, CRS released its report suggesting 
“hollow force” is a hot button term being used today 
inappropriately, at least by some. 

“An informed discussion may be best served by military 
leaders avoiding reference to a ‘hollow force’ and adopting a 
more measured approach to inform Congress and other 
decision makers about their concerns for the future state of the 
U.S. military,” the report says. 

It notes that Gen. Edward C. Meyer, then Army chief of 
staff, introduced the term “hollow Army” during May 1980 
testimony before the House Armed Services Committee. Pay 
and benefits had eroded so dramatically that the Army a year 
earlier had missed its recruiting target by 15,000 and the Navy 
was short 20,000 petty officers. Six of 10 Army divisions 
stateside were deemed “not combat ready.” 

Obama’s 2013 budget request, to be released Feb. 13, will 
propose higher TRICARE fees for all military retirees. It also 
will assume full military pay raises in 2013 and 2014 but 
smaller increases starting in 2015. 

CRS notes that basic pay has climbed by 35 percent since 
2001. 

“When increased housing allowances, subsistence 
allowances and enlistment and reenlistment bonuses are 
added, total take home pay has increased even more. And 
when increases in retirement benefits, due to TRICARE for 
Life medical benefits and concurrent receipt of military pay 
and veterans disability benefits, are considered, military 
compensation has grown more than 55 percent above inflation 
since fiscal year 1998,” the report says. 

Yet CRS cautions against reducing military compensation 
to address budget deficits. 

"Congress might want to consider carefully how such 
changes would affect the quality of the force [if] the economy 
recovers and private employment prospects for potential 
military-age recruits improves, making the military a less 
attractive employment option,” it says. 

But a hollow force? Cultural and economic conditions 
facing today's military "bear little resemblance" to the post-
Vietnam era, CRS concludes. So while significant budget cuts 
could "have a major impact on force structure and weapon 
programs," senior military leaders will determine how 
resources are allocated, and avoiding that hollow force “may 
be expected to remain an overarching priority.” 
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The authors might have added that "hollow force" will 
continue to be heard, loudly and often, in the upcoming budget 

debates. 
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36. Admiral Praises Role Of Virginia Class Submarines 
(PORTSMOUTH (NH) HERALD 09 FEB 12) ... Deborah McDermott 

WASHINGTON, D.C. — The Virginia class of 
submarines received high praise Thursday from a Navy 
admiral testifying before the Senate Armed Services 
Committee. 

The Virginia class submarines were among the military 
equipment mentioned by Defense Secretary Leon Panetta as 
he works to cut some $487 billion over the next 10 years. He 
recommends that work on one sub set to be built in the next 
several years be delayed and recommends reconditioning the 
Virginia class to include more missile capabilities. 

The Virginia class subs are overhauled by Portsmouth 
Naval Shipyard, with the first in the class, USS Virginia, now 
at the yard. 

During testimony Thursday, the nominee to be 
commander of U.S. Pacific Command, Admiral Samuel 

Locklear, called the Virginia class “the backbone of our attack 
submarine force today.” He made the comment in response to 
a question from Sen. Kelly Ayotte, R-N.H., about the 
submarine’s overall performance. 

“It provides us worldwide coverage in covert ways,” 
Locklear said. “It is a critical element of any combatant 
commander’s higher end campaigns or campaign planning, 
whatever that might be.” 

His testimony “underscores the importance of the 
Virginia class submarine to our Navy’s readiness, and 
Portsmouth Naval Shipyard plays a critical role in maintaining 
our submarine fleet,” Ayotte said. “Portsmouth has led the 
way among the four public shipyards in Virginia class 
submarine maintenance, giving the workers there unique and 
invaluable experience.” 
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37. Autonomy Is Key To Submarine Drones 
Navy Says Autonomy Is Key To Robotic Submarines 
(LOS ANGELES TIMES 09 FEB 12) ... W.J. Hennigan 

WASHINGTON -- Achieving complete autonomy in 
future robotic submarines is crucial to the Navy's plans to use 
drone technology. 

This was the message of several speakers at the Assn. for 
Unmanned Vehicle Systems International's robotic conference 
at the Omni Shoreham Hotel who said that submarine drones 
could be useful in a variety of roles in science and national 
security. 

Unlike aerial drones, which are remotely controlled using 
GPS signals and data links, robotic submarines would not be 
able to receive satellite commands as they scour the ocean 
floor. So the machines need to be able to navigate on their 
own to carry out missions. 

Submarine drones would need advanced onboard 
computers to detect and dodge mountains jutting from the sea 
bed. 

Rear Adm. Matthew Klunder, chief of naval research at 
the Office of Naval Research in Arlington, Va., said 
submarine autonomy would someday have a place on the short 
list of historic naval achievements. 

There are development projects underway around the 
country. In Southern California, Boeing Co. has been testing 
an 18-foot bright-yellow submarine drone off the coast of 
Santa Catalina Island. 

Boeing first tested the sub in its 1-million-gallon test pool 
in Anaheim, which was the birthplace of the guidance systems 
for the world's first nuclear sub. 
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38. Ease Buying Of Unmanned Systems, Branch Head In Navy Expeditionary Warfare Says 
(DEFENSE DAILY 10 FEB 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

A branch head in the Navy's Expeditionary Warfare 
Division wants to make it easier for the military to buy small 
unmanned systems to keep pace with emerging technologies 
and warfighter requirements. 

One way of doing that, Capt. Evin Thompson said, is to 
encourage contractors to certify their unmanned systems with 
the General Services Administration (GSA), which can 
streamline government procurement through its Multiple 
Award Schedule Program. 

"You need to get on a GSA schedule," Thompson told an 
industry gathering at a symposium hosted by the Association 
for Unmanned Vehicle Systems International. "GSA is a 
wonderful thing," he added. 

A program of record is needed for "huge acquisition 
programs" but can be "cumbersome" for small unmanned 
systems already established and deployed by the Navy, 
Thompson said. 

Small UAVs have been saving lives, are a critical tool for 
special operations units and expeditionary warfare, and need 
to be more readily available, he said. 

GSA's Multiple Award Schedule Program, or MASP, 
allows companies to put a product under a schedule contract to 
make it easier for federal employees to purchase items and 
services under pre-negotiated prices and delivery terms 
through open competition. 

GSA says the program establishes prices that are already 
"deemed fair and reasonable" and helps eliminate the amount 
of time associated with responding to requests for proposals 
(RFP) and avoid protracted negotiations. 

Thompson also urged industry to look for more ways to 
arm, or add "kill punch" to, unmanned systems. While many 
are capable in providing intelligence, surveillance and 
reconnaissance (ISR), they often still require a manned system 
or mortar units to hit targets identified by UAVs. More armed 
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UAVs would help close the gap between identifying and taking out a target, he said. 
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39. Pentagon Budget Is Said To Fund First Northrop Global Hawk Drones For NATO 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 09 FEB 12) ... Tony Capaccio 

The Pentagon proposes in its new budget to spend $1.2 
billion for the first three NATO-version Northrop Grumman 
Corp. Global Hawk drones and three additional U.S. Navy-
version drones, according to an official. 

The North Atlantic Treaty Organization announced this 
month it planned to buy five of the unmanned aircraft, known 
as the Alliance Ground System, through 2017. Defense 
Secretary Leon Panetta told reporters Feb. 4 without 
elaboration that “we have protected funding for AGS in our 
new budget.” 

The budget also calls for purchasing the next three Navy 
drones of the version known as the Broad Area Maritime 
Surveillance System, said the official, who spoke on condition 
of anonymity in advance of the budget’s submission to 
Congress on Feb. 13. The Navy has two demonstration 
models, one of which is flying Persian Gulf surveillance 
missions. It plans to purchase as many as 68. 

The budget request will help Falls Church, Virginia-based 
Northrop Grumman after the Air Force announced it’s 
truncating purchases of its third-generation Block 30 drones. 
The aircraft have proven too expensive to operate and 
maintain, Air Force officials told reporters last month. 

The Air Force has spent $3.4 billion developing and 
buying 18 Block 30 drones. It hasn’t disclosed whether it will 
put on contract an additional three drones for which Congress 
approved money, according to Air Force spokeswoman 
Jennifer Cassidy. 

The Air Force program had called for buying 31 Block 30 
Global Hawks. The Air Force hasn’t formally announced that 
it will forgo purchase of the remaining 10. 

Air Force Chief of Staff General Norton Schwartz told 
reporters Jan. 27 that the service was reviewing whether to 
retire the initial 18 new aircraft rather than continue flying 
them. 

Boeing Aircraft 
Separately, the fiscal 2013 budget continues purchases of 

two primary Boeing Co. aircraft -- the F/A-18E/F Super 
Hornet and P-8 Poseidon maritime control aircraft, according 
to the official. 

The fiscal 2013 budget includes about $3.2 billion to 
continue purchases of 26 additional fighter versions, down 
from 28 this year. 

The budget also includes 12 “G”-model Boeing Growler 
aircraft for jamming enemy electronics and air defense radar, 
the same number as last year, the official said. 

The Navy’s budget request for 13 Boeing P-8 maritime 
patrol aircraft is two more than this year. The proposed budget 
requests $3.3 billion. 

For vessels, the Navy will continue to purchase two 
additional Virginia-class submarines for $4.3 billion, before 
reducing the number by one in fiscal 2014, the official said. 
The deferred submarine will be purchased in 2018, the official 
said. 

Huntington Ingalls Industries Inc. and General Dynamics 
Corp.’s Electric Boat unit build the Virginia class. 
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40. Mideast, European Allies Eye Fire Scout Drone 
(AOL DEFENSE 09 FEB 12) ... Carlo Munoz 

WASHINGTON - The Navy's venerable Fire Scout 
unmanned drone could go global if service leaders can lock in 
agreements with a number of key European and Mideast 
allies. 

Navy leaders are considering foreign military sales of the 
Northrop Grumman-built Fire Scout to Kuwait, Pakistan and 
the Netherlands, according to a presentation by Marine Corps 
Col. James Rector, head of the small tactical unmanned aerial 
systems division at Naval Air Systems Command. Aside from 
the U.S. Navy, the Fire Scout is being flown by naval forces in 
Colombia, Tunisia, Poland and Iraq, according to PowerPoint 
slides from Rector's speech at the Association for Unmanned 
Vehicle Systems International's annual program review in 
Washington yesterday. He could not comment specifically on 
where the Pentagon was in the negotiations, noting that all 
FMS talks were still preliminary. 

If the Navy can secure deals with Islamabad, Amsterdam 
and Kuwait City, the Fire Scout will be one of many pieces of 
U.S. naval hardware heading to allied forces. Australia and 
Japan are reportedly in informal talks with the Air Force over 
a potential purchase of the service's Global Hawk unmanned 
aircraft. International interest in the high-altitude unmanned 
drone is still strong, despite the Pentagon's failure to secure a 

deal with South Korea for the aircraft late last year. NATO's 
already secured a deal to buy the Block 40 version of the Air 
Force drone for their forces. 

To that end, Australia has already agreed to buy the 
several copies of the Navy's newest version of the MH-60 
combat helicopter, joining Thailand as the two foreign 
militaries to fly the Sikorsky-Lockheed Martin built rotorcraft. 
South Korea and and Saudi Arabia also considering deals to 
buy the Navy helo. The rise in foreign military sales highlight 
a trend among American defense industry firms, who are 
reaching out to growing markets in Asia and the Middle East 
to keep their spreadsheets in the black. U.S. defense firms are 
entering a "about a five- to seven-year window of opportunity 
that only comes along once in a while in the international 
arena," Boeing military aviation chief Chris Chadwick told 
AOL Defense earlier this year. The potential sales that could 
be pushed through that window, he added, will be largely 
focused on Asia and the Middle East. However, industry 
continues to be hamstrung by excessive export restrictions on 
U.S. hardware, particularly unmanned technology. The 
Pentagon and White House are moving ahead with efforts to 
help alleviate those restrictions, since the U.S. will become 
more dependent on its allies in future conflicts. 
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41. Poseidon Lands At Naval Air Station Jacksonville For Weapons Certification 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 09 FEB 12) ... Clark Pierce, Jax Air News 

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. -- A three-day conventional 
weapons technical proficiency inspection (CWTPI) for Patrol 
Squadron (VP) 30 ordnance personnel supporting the P-8A 
Poseidon aircraft began Feb. 6 

The "ordies" are pursuing their certifications to handle, 
load and deliver ordnance such as torpedoes, missiles and 
mines. 

"VX-1 at Naval Air Station Patuxent River loaned VP-30 
their Poseidon T-5 so we can maintain our schedule for 
conducting our CWTPI over the next three days," said VP-30 
Commanding Officer Capt. Mark Stevens. 

"Our ordnance professionals are shooting for a good score 
from a team of inspectors from the Maritime Patrol and 
Reconnaissance Weapon School based here at Naval Air 
Station Jacksonville. Basically, our people will receive their 
load plans and then go to work loading inert Mark-54 
torpedoes in the bomb bay of the P-8," said Stevens. 

He added that when the ordnance team was not using the 
aircraft for CWTPI, there would be training sessions aboard T-
5 for maintainers and troubleshooters who are working for 

their certifications to diagnose, service and repair the P-8A 
Poseidon multi-mission maritime aircraft. 

Lt. Cmdr. Jason Parmley from Commander Patrol and 
Reconnaissance Group serves as the lead weapons training 
officer. 

Senior Chief Aviation Electronics Technician David 
Wood, of VP-30 maintenance control, said the CWTPI is an 
important milestone in transitioning to the P-8A platform. 

"Since August of last year, we've been training a core 
group of about 80 maintainers by going on site to Boeing in 
Seattle, Washington and following that with additional P-8 
training and certifications at VX-1 in Pax River, Maryland. 

"While we have theT-5 at NAS Jax, our core group of P-8 
maintainers will also conduct walk-throughs of the aircraft to 
their VP-30 shipmates who will be part of the transition from 
the P-3 Orion to the P-8 Poseidon. Our goal is to train up and 
certify all of our VP-30 personnel so - as the Navy's P-8 fleet 
replacement squadron - we're ready to teach the P-8 to VP-16 
beginning this July." 
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42. Navy To Build Two New Oceanographic Research Vessels 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 09 FEB 12) ... Grace Jean, Office of Naval Research 

ARLINGTON, Va. -- The Navy has awarded $70 million 
to a West Coast-based shipyard to begin building the second 
of two modern oceanographic research vessels, the Office of 
Naval Research (ONR) announced Feb. 9. 

Dakota Creek Industries Inc. of Anacortes, Wash., will 
begin detail design and construction on the Ocean-class 
Auxiliary General Oceanographic Research (AGOR) vessel 
28. Naval Sea Systems Command previously awarded a 
contract for AGOR 27, the first of the two new research ships. 
The recent award brings the Navy's combined shipbuilding 
investments in the program to $145 million. 

"The ships are indispensable research tools," said Dr. 
Frank Herr, director of ONR's Ocean Battlespace Sensing 
Department. "They are the primary means by which we go to 
sea and engage the oceanographic research community to 
learn about the ocean and to develop oceanographic and 
atmospheric prediction systems to help the fleet understand 
the ocean, and plan for its operations around the world." 

The Navy, through ONR, has been a leader in building 
and providing large research ships for the nation's academic 
research fleet since World War II. The latest ships will replace 
two vessels previously Navy-built and owned. 

Designed as single-hull ships, AGOR 27 and AGOR 28 
are approximately 238-feet long and incorporate the latest 
technologies, including high-efficiency diesel engines, 
emissions controls for stack gasses, new information 

technology tools both for monitoring shipboard systems and 
for communicating with the world, and hull coatings to reduce 
maintenance requirements. Each vessel will operate with a 
crew of 20 with accommodations for 24 scientists. 

The construction phase will last 30 to 36 months per ship 
with delivery expected in late 2014 and early 2015. Once 
delivered to Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution and to 
Scripps Institution of Oceanography, respectively, the ships 
will allow scientists to continue with ongoing research efforts 
in the Atlantic, western Pacific and Indian Ocean regions. 

The U.S. academic research fleet is organized by the 
University-National Oceanographic Laboratory System 
(UNOLS), a partnership among research institutions 
consisting of 16 vessel operators. Federal agencies provide 
research grants for ocean sciences which in turn support ship 
operations via day rates charged to research users. The six 
Navy-owned vessels are among the largest in this fleet 
enabling global ranging research programs. 

ONR provides the science and technology necessary to 
maintain the Navy and Marine Corps' technological 
advantage. Through its affiliates, ONR is a leader in science 
and technology with engagement in 50 states, 70 countries, 
1,035 institutions of higher learning and 914 industry partners. 
ONR employs approximately 1,400 people, comprising 
uniformed, civilian and contract personnel, with additional 
employees at the Naval Research Lab in Washington, D.C. 
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43. Marines To Retire Their Workhorse Helicopters 
(HONOLULU STAR-ADVERTISER 09 FEB 12) ... William Cole 

The last of the Marine Corps' aging Sikorsky CH-53D Sea 
Stallion helicopters will be ceremoniously retired here Friday 
with one of the big choppers flying over to the Pacific 

Aviation Museum-Pearl Harbor to become a museum piece, 
officials said. 

The twin-engined helicopter first flew in 1964 and 
became operational in 1966, according to the Navy. In the 
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mid-1990s the Marine Corps consolidated all its remaining 
Sea Stallions at Kaneohe Bay. 

In 2003, there were 40 of the Vietnam-era transport 
choppers at the Marine Corps base. Last May, there were 32. 

Now, there are three flying in Hawaii and about 11 remaining 
in Afghanistan, officials said. 

Sea Stallions from Hawaii also flew in Iraq, but the 
choppers' more recent career record includes two fatal crashes 
in less than a year. 
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BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
44. Webb, Levin, McCain Warn No Funding For Buildup Until Congressional Requirements Met 
(PACIFIC NEWS CENTER (GUAM) 10 FEB 12) ... Kevin Kerrigan 

GUAM - Senators Carl Levin, John McCain and Jim 
Webb are all warning the Obama administration that Congress 
will not authorize funding for its plans to realign U.S. forces in 
Japan and Guam until the Pentagon complies with the 
Congressional requirements set last year in the 2012 Defense 
Authorization Act. 

Senators Levin, McCain and Webb are the architects of 
the current pause in funding for the Guam military buildup. 

Their concerns about the escalating cost of the Guam 
Buildup, which was last estimated to be as high as $21-billion 
dollars, prompted the Senators to insert language into the 2012 
National Defense Authorization Act making funding for the 
move conditional on a Defense Department review of the 
basing plans and sending additional details on the relocation of 
forces to Congress. 

Their warning follows in the wake of Wednesday's Joint 
Statement from the U.S. and Japan acknowledging that 
negotiations are underway to revise the 2006 Roadmap to 
Realignment, that the Guam move has been de-linked from the 
relocation of Futenma in Okinawa and, separately, the first 
official confirmation from Navy Secretary Robert Work that 
DoD has downsized the Guam buildup to just 4,700 Marines. 

Senator Webb Thursday issued a release reminding the 
Obama Administration that Congress has set 2 "firm 
requirements regarding our basing system on Okinawa and 
Guam," 

Those 2 requirements are: 

 First: The Commandant of the Marines must provide 
congress with a realignment master plan. 

 Second: the Defense Secretary has been ordered by 
Congress to commission an independent assessment 
of U.S. security interests, force posture, and 
deployment plans in the Pacific region. 

Those 2 requirements must be met before the current 
pause on buildup funding is lifted, warned Webb. 

In addition, the Congressional Quarterly [CQ] is reporting 
that during a confirmation hearing Thursday for Adm. Samuel 
J. Locklear III to be the next commander of U.S. Pacific 
Command, Senator Levin issued a similar warning: 

“We want to make it clear that the requirements in this 
statute that are contained in the fiscal year 2012 Defense 
Authorization bill must still be met before any funds, 
including funds provided by the government of Japan, may be 
obligated or expended to implement realignment.” 

And McCain is quoted by the CQ as saying Congress will 
wait for the Congressionally mandated reviews before 
authorizing funding for the moves. 

“It is essential that the U.S. military maintain its active 
and stabilizing presence in the Asia-Pacific region, but we 

need to get these important decisions right, and frankly, the 
Pentagon does not have a good record on this issue,” McCain 
told the QC. 

Guam Infrastructure Report Based On 8,000 Marine 
Buildup; But Senator Ada Says Projects Still Need To Be 
Done 

The Inspector General for the Department of Defense has 
released a report on the infrastructure requirements for the 
Guam buildup, which is based on what now appear to be 
outdated information on the size of that buildup. 

The IG's report was released Wednesday, February 8th, 
the same day that U.S. Navy Under Secretary Robert Work 
confirmed that it is DoD's intent to reduced the number of 
Marines to be station on Guam by about half, to 4,700. 

The conclusions in the report are based on the original 
2005 realignment agreement [see page 7 of report] which 
projected the movement of over 8,000 Marines and 9,000 
dependants. 

However Guam Senator Tom Ada said many of the 
recommendations on improvements to the island's 
infrastructure detailed in the report, will still need to be 
addressed, even if the impact of the buildup is not as great as 
previously thought. Senator Ada is Chairman of the 
Legislature's Utilities, Transportation and Public Works 
Committee. 

Among those conclusions are: 
Port Of Guam 

 The Port of Guam's cargo handling capacity must be 
upgraded to achieve the required throughput for 
military realignment. 

 The Guam commercial port bulkhead is at significant 
risk of major structural failure. 

 First Priority >>> “Correct the deteriorated structural, 
utility and infrastructural facility deficiencies and 
upgrade said facilities to modern safe standard.” 

Roads 

 49 Guam Road Network projects "deemed 
significant" to support the military realignment. 

Power Generation, Transmission And Distribution 

 "The Guam Power Authority's current and future 
projected power supply after the refurbishment of 
electrical systems are adequate to support the island-
wide power demand now and up to 2019." 

Drinking Water: 

 an additional 11.3 million gallons of water per day 
are required to meet DoD's demands for the military 
realignment. 
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Wastewater Treatment 

 Currently, the Guam wastewater plants do not meet 
primary treatment standards and lack sufficient 
capacity due to poor conditions of the existing assets. 

 The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency has 
required the Guam Waterworks Authority to install 
full secondary treatments at both wastewater 
treatment plants. 

 *NAVFAC PAC has identified $8 million in funding 
needed for the interim wastewater capacity upgrade 
at the Northern District Wastewater Treatment Plant. 
However, NAVFAC has yet to obtain authority for 
obligating the identified funds. 

 The USEPA will not grant any permits for new 
connections to the sewer lines unless interim 
improvements are implemented. 

 Consequently, temporary housing for the 
construction workforce would not be available due to 
the lack of sewer connections. 

Solid Waste 

 All civilian solid waste operations are under the 
control of a court appointed receiver. 

 A new landfill – Layon Landfill – was constructed. 

 The DOD’s plan is to expand its recycling program 
and send all of its solid waste, with the exception of 
construction and demolition waste, to Layon Landfill. 

Communications 

 The government of Guam and DOD in Guam 
currently only have the basic 911 services that cannot 
process a caller’s telephone number and location 
automatically. 

 The telephone number and location information of 
calls originating from inside DOD installations are 
not automatically provided to DOD emergency 911 
operators by the DOD installations' Public Safety 
Answering Points. 

 We recommend that the Navy’s, Operational Navy 
(OPNAV) N2/N6 prepare, complete, and coordinate 
programs to upgrade the basic emergency 911 system 
to an Enhanced 911 system. 

 Additionally, until the Enhanced 911 system is 
installed and operational, we recommend advising 
incoming military personnel and their families, 
during island inprocessing, about the 911 limitations. 

View DoD's Inspector General Report (PDF) 
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45. Japan, U.S. Hoping To Conjure Better Ending After Failed Scenario 
(KYODO NEWS 10 FEB 12) ... Takuya Karube and Yasushi Azuma 

TOKYO/WASHINGTON -- Japan and the United States 
made a momentous decision this week about the future of their 
long-standing security alliance, finally acknowledging that the 
road map plan for the realignment of thousands of Marines 
stationed in Okinawa, mapped out in 2006, is no longer 
feasible. 

What Japan and the United States are now trying to do is 
conjure up a better scenario by around this spring to show that 
the strategic partnership between the two countries is actually 
improving. 

The two countries released a joint statement Wednesday, 
saying they will "adjust" the 2006 road map by delinking both 
the transfer of some of the troops to Guam and resulting land 
returns to Okinawa Prefecture from progress on the long-
stalled relocation of the Marine Corps' Futenma Air Station. 

Under the road map, they were all part of a package, and 
making tangible progress in preparing a replacement facility 
for Futenma's functions was a precondition for moving around 
8,000 of the 18,000 Marines and 9,000 dependents out of the 
small southern island prefecture to Guam. 

The two countries have yet to finalize the specifics of the 
adjustment. But the latest decision has laid the ground for the 
United States to have a freer hand in redeploying Marines to 
other locations to cope with new security challenges in the 
Asia-Pacific region. 

For Japan, this untying of the package most notably 
means that there is a great opportunity to ease the burden on 

Okinawa of hosting the bulk of U.S. forces in the country 
under a bilateral security accord. 

The Pentagon is now considering moving about 4,700 
Marines from Okinawa to Guam and the rest of the 8,000 
agreed under the road map to elsewhere in the Asia-Pacific 
region, ahead of relocating the Futenma base to another 
location in the Japanese prefecture, which has been fiercely 
opposed by local residents. 

"It was a choice between a situation in which nothing 
would move forward and going ahead first with reducing 
Okinawa's burden. I thought the latter was better," Foreign 
Minister Koichiro Gemba told a news conference after the 
release of the statement. 

Despite the new policy, Japan and the United States 
adhered to the current plan of relocating the Futenma base 
from a crowded residential area to the coast of the Marines' 
Camp Schwab in Nago, saying it is "the only viable way 
forward." 

Gemba, who started engaging in behind-the-scene talks 
on the review of the road map with his U.S. counterpart 
Hillary Clinton in mid-December, expressed hope that 
mitigating the impact of numerous military installations on 
Okinawa will be a shortcut to winning local support for the 
relocation plan. 

Many Japan watchers in the United States took the 
ongoing review of the 2006 realignment plan positively. 
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"I see this as a positive step forward," said Sheila Smith, 
senior fellow for Japan studies at the Council on Foreign 
Relations, noting that the insistence on the package deal was a 
"detriment" to overcoming the stalemate. 

"This recent movement in the conversation is very 
helpful," she said. "Now Japan and the United States should 
turn their attention to a conversation on their strategic 
priorities, a conversation that looks forward to imagine how 
the alliance should look a decade or so from now." 

The lack of headway on the Futenma issue has long been 
a major sticking point in Japan-U.S. relations. The logjam also 
prevented the two countries' top leaders from issuing a joint 
statement to set out a new vision for the security alliance on its 
50th anniversary in 2010. 

Japan and the United States said they will accelerate the 
process of working out the details of the revised road map in 
"the weeks and months ahead." 

According to the sources, Tokyo and Washington are 
considering possibly reaching an agreement on the revised 
plan between Prime Minister Yoshihiko Noda and U.S. 
President Barack Obama in Washington in April or May. 

This year marks the 100th anniversary of Tokyo's gift of 
cherry trees to Washington, which have symbolized the two 
countries' friendship, and many government officials believe it 
would be a perfect period for Noda to visit the U.S. capital 
around that time. 

There has been no formal meeting of the two countries' 
leaders in Washington since the Democratic Party of Japan, 
now headed by Noda, swept to power in September 2009. 

Tokyo's relations with Washington frayed shortly after the 
DPJ-led government was formed as the party's leader at that 
time, Yukio Hatoyama, who was premier until early June 
2010, sought to make the country more independent of U.S. 
security influence and move the Futenma air base out of 
Okinawa. 

By taking advantage of the unsuccessful road map, senior 
officials in Tokyo and Washington are hoping to let Noda and 
Obama, if they can meet this spring, state that the review of 
the reconfiguration of Marines in Okinawa would further 
enhance the alliance and reflect their shared vision for the 
maintenance of peace and security in the Asia-Pacific region. 

Bruce Klingner, senior research fellow for Northeast Asia 
at the Heritage Foundation, however, warned against 
premature optimism. 

"The U.S. has needlessly compromised military 
capabilities and significant negotiating leverage in favor of 
budgetary and political considerations," he said. 

With the delinking, Klingner said, "Japan achieved 
benefits earlier without fulfilling the preconditions required by 
the original agreement." 

Mike Mochizuki, professor of political science and 
international affairs at George Washington University, 
suggested no tangible progress is expected on the realignment 
until next year, given the political schedules for this year in 
both countries. 

"Tackling this issue may have to wait until after the next 
U.S. administration gets settled in 2013 and after Prime 
Minister Noda deals with the numerous challenges he faces 
this year," including whether to pave the way for raising the 
country's politically sensitive consumption tax to address its 
ballooning debt, Mochizuki said. 

Noda Eyes Early Visit To Okinawa To Explain New 
Base Policy 

Prime Minister Yoshihiko Noda said Thursday he intends 
to visit Okinawa Prefecture to explain to local people about 
talks with the United States on reviewing the realignment of 
U.S. forces in Japan. 

"I'll create an opportunity as soon as possible to explain to 
the people in Okinawa," Noda said at a session of the House 
of Representatives' Budget Committee, without providing a 
specific timeframe. 

He made the remark a day after Japan and the United 
States released a joint statement on adjusting a 2006 bilateral 
accord and delinking the relocation of the U.S. Marine Corps' 
Futenma Air Station within the prefecture and subsequent 
return of land south of the U.S. Air Force's Kadena base from 
the transfer of Marines from Okinawa to Guam. 

On concerns that the realignment may lead Futenma to 
remain where it is, Noda said, "While maintaining deterrent 
power, we will ease the burden on Okinawa at an early date 
and negotiate to avoid Futenma remaining fixed in its present 
location." 

Under the current plan, Futenma will be moved from 
Ginowan to a less densely populated coastal area in Nago, but 
the local government and residents are deeply opposed to this 
and want the base moved outside the prefecture, which has 
long hosted the bulk of U.S. forces in Japan. 

Noda said the plan is the "only viable" one to relocate the 
Futenma base and that forthcoming negotiations will be 
conducted in this context. 

Meanwhile, Okinawa Governor Hirokazu Nakaima said 
keeping Futenma permanently should be avoided as it is "the 
most dangerous (military) base in the world," referring to its 
location in a densely populated residential area. 

"There should be no country that keeps a dangerous base 
next to people," Nakaima told reporters in the Diet building 
after meeting Noda and all Cabinet ministers to listen to the 
central government's plan for legal revisions aimed at 
promoting economic development in Okinawa. 

Speaking at the committee session, Foreign Minister 
Koichiro Gemba did not rule out the possibility that Japan's 
share of the Guam relocation cost may be revised in line with 
the realignment review. 

Japan agreed with the United States in 2006 to pay $6.09 
billion of the $10.27 billion Guam relocation cost. 

Gemba, meanwhile, indicated the need for ministers 
dealing with Okinawa affairs to get aboard the MV-22 Osprey 
vertical takeoff and landing aircraft. "It is important to take 
steps to allay the fears of Okinawa (residents)," Gemba said. 

The United States is scheduled to deploy the Osprey 
aircraft to Futenma within this year, but local residents are 
anxious about the plane's noise and safety given its history of 
fatal crashes during test flights. 

U.S. Asks Japan To Pay Full Marine Transfer Costs 
To Iwakuni Base 

The U.S. government has asked Japan to shoulder the full 
costs of relocating about 1,500 U.S. Marines from Okinawa 
Prefecture to one of its bases in western Japan during the two 
nations' talks to review a plan to realign Marines in Okinawa, 
sources close to bilateral ties said Thursday. 

Washington is looking at relocating the logistics support 
troops, particularly the 1st Marine Aircraft Wing, to the 



 38

Marine Corps' Iwakuni Air Station in Yamaguchi Prefecture, 
the sources said. 

Tokyo has expressed reluctance about the U.S. proposal 
to transfer the 1,500 Marines, bearing in mind local 
opposition, the source said. 

The 1,500 military personnel are part of around 8,000 
Marines who were all originally scheduled to move from 
Okinawa to Guam, based on a 2006 bilateral accord on the 
realignment of U.S. forces in Japan. 

Under that deal, the transfer hinged on progress in 
relocating the U.S. Marine Corp's Futenma Air Station from 
Ginowan to the less densely populated area in Nago, both 
within Okinawa. 

Many officials within the Japanese government believe 
the Iwakuni transfer is not feasible because of opposition from 
the local governments and communities in Yamaguchi and the 
city of Iwakuni. 

But the government will likely be in a tight spot between 
the local residents and the United States, which may try to 
reach an agreement on the matter during the two-plus-two 
meeting of foreign and defense ministers in late April, the 
sources said. 

The United States asked Japan to pay for the costs, noting 
that the move will lead to easing Okinawa's burden in hosting 
U.S. bases, which Japan has long been seeking, the sources 

said, adding the exact amount of expenses has not been 
presented yet. 

According to the sources, if the 1,500 Marines are not 
moved to Iwakuni, they will remain in Okinawa. 

The 1st Marine Aircraft Wing is located at Camp Zukeran 
in Okinawa, and has under its wing a helicopter unit at 
Futenma. 

Camp Zukeran is part of the bilateral accord for the 
United States to return facilities and land it occupied south of 
the U.S. Air Forces' Kadena base in Okinawa. 

Local residents in Yamaguchi are protesting against 
additional burdens, as the 2006 accord already includes plans 
for the Iwakuni base to accommodate U.S. carrier-borne 
fighter jets from the U.S. Navy's Atsugi base in Kanagawa 
Prefecture, southwest of Tokyo, as well as aerial tankers based 
at the Futenma base. 

Yamaguchi Gov. Sekinari Nii said earlier that unless 
Iwakuni is delisted as a transfer destination for the Marines, he 
would freeze a land sale to the government for U.S. military 
family housing near Iwakuni base. 

If the government fails to purchase the land, this may 
prevent the construction of housing for the U.S. military and 
threaten the transfer of the carrier air wing to Iwakuni. 

Bearing that in mind, a Japanese Foreign Ministry source 
sees the Iwakuni relocation as "unacceptable since it will 
affect the overall realignment." 
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NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
46. Historian Explains War Of 1812’s Impact On National Defense 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 09 FEB 12) ... Bradley Cantor, Emerging Media, Defense Media Activity 

WASHINGTON – The War of 1812 was a watershed 
moment in the nation’s development of a strong national 
defense system, a military historian said this week, as it 
provided justification for building up the Navy and changed 
the nation’s attitude toward strengthening the central 
government. 

Michael Crawford, a senior historian at the Naval History 
and Heritage Command, made that observation Feb. 7 during a 
“DOD Live” bloggers roundtable. 

Crawford said the United States declared war against the 
United Kingdom because “It wanted to end impressments of 
its citizens into the Royal Navy.” 

“[The United States] wanted to obtain recognition of the 
maritime rights of its merchantmen against illegal blockades, 
searches and seizures, and it wanted to stop British support of 
hostile Native Americans against the United States,” he said. 

At the time, President James Madison and his war 
planners developed a strategy to achieve these goals. That 
strategy largely focused on a land-troop invasion of British-
owned Canada, ignoring a naval strategy. It was expected to 
be a quick and decisive victory for the Americans, Crawford 
said, as British attention was focused on engagements with 
Napoleon. 

But as the Canadian campaign began, it became clear that 
it wouldn’t go as Madison and his war planners had hoped it 
would. By 1815, two and a half years after the initial 
engagement, all attempts to invade and occupy Canada had 
failed. 

During that time, Crawford said, the United States 
adopted a largely defensive posture against the British. The 
U.S. military had repulsed major invasions at Plattsburgh, 
N.Y, and in New Orleans. 

But the United States suffered a “ravaging of the shores of 
the Chesapeake Bay, a major agricultural region, and the 
capture and burning of our capital,” Crawford said. 

“Furthermore,” he added, “a tight British blockade of the 
American coast had brought the U.S. government to the brink 
of financial collapse.” 

The war eventually ended with the signing of the Treaty 
of Ghent, which restored America to its prewar conditions 
with no loss or gain, Crawford said, and the conversation 
turned toward the role The War of 1812 played in 
strengthening the Navy. 

At the onset of the war, he said, the Navy had a small 
fleet and focused largely on harbor defense. However, he 
added, it became increasingly apparent that the United States 
needed to develop naval power to avoid defeat. 

“Early in the war, we lost an army,” Crawford said. “And 
so the people in Washington -- the war planners -- quickly 
came to understand that the conquest of Canada depended on 
control of the waterways, especially Lake Ontario.” 

The result was a build-up of Navy vessels on the Great 
Lakes. By late 1814, the Navy had 400 men on ships at sea 
and 10,000 men on ships on the Great Lakes. 

This buildup allowed for some important victories during 
the war, Crawford said, but those victories also drew attention 
to losses that that resulted from insufficient naval power. He 
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cited conflicts at Lake Champlain and along the Chesapeake 
Bay as examples. 

The British had an army of 10,000 invading upstate New 
York. An American naval victory in Lake Champlain threw 
that army back into Canada, Crawford said, because without 
control of Lake Champlain, British supply lines were 
vulnerable. But a lack of U.S. naval power allowed the British 
to wreak destruction up and down the Chesapeake Bay, he 
added. 

“All of these events convinced the nation's leaders, as 
well as the nation's people, that we needed both an adequate 
navy and an adequate army if we wanted to be an adequate 
nation,” he said. 

But before the end of the war, congressional Republicans 
didn’t support building a strong Navy, Crawford said, 
believing that an ocean-going Navy would draw the United 
States into war unnecessarily and require high taxes that 
would corrupt the political system, benefit mainly financiers, 
and hurt the common people. 

But by the end of the war, he said, people of all political 
stripes witnessed the importance of having a strong, centrally 
controlled military. 

“Many Republicans and all Federalists were committed to 
a strong Navy, an adequate, professional Army, and the 
financial reforms necessary to support them,” Crawford said. 

“After the war, Congress … approved an ambitious naval 
expansion program and a regular Army of 10,000 men,” he 
continued. “They raised taxes to pay for these, and they 
created the Second National Bank as a tool for government 
financing.” 

The War of 1812 also changed the U.S. position on the 
global stage, Crawford said. 

“Before the war,” he explained, “the United Kingdom 
considered the United States to be a commercial rival and 
potential enemy, to be thwarted through confrontation 
wherever possible. After the war, the United Kingdom sought 
accommodation with the United States, considering the 
friendship of the United States as something to be curried as 
an asset.” 

This change in thinking, Crawford said, was a direct 
result of the British recognizing that the United States had 
newfound political unity, a strong Army and Navy, and sound 
fiscal underpinnings. 

Read Roundtable Transcript (PDF) 
Listen to Audio (RT: 33:57) 
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47. USS New York Featured In Discovery Channel Series "Mighty Ships" 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 09 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist Seaman Recruit Scott Youngblood, Amphibious Squadron 8 
Public Affairs 

ATLANTIC OCEAN -- A film crew from Discovery 
Channel got underway with amphibious transport dock ship 
USS New York (LPD 21) Jan. 27 to document shipboard life 
and training evolutions for the network's TV series "Mighty 
Ships." 

Discovery Channel has featured more than 30 different 
ships, from freighters to luxury liners, and is now embarked 
with New York while participating in Certification Exercise 
(CERTEX) and Bold Alligator 2012. The show will depict the 
working relationship between the Navy and Marine Corps 
services. 

CERTEX is the final certification for deployment for the 
24th Marine Expeditionary Unit and Iwo Jima Amphibious 
Ready Group. Bold Alligator 2012 is the largest naval 
amphibious exercise in the past 10 years. 

"We wanted to show how two factions of the military 
work seamlessly together to train and prepare for 
deployment," said Chris Gargus, the film crew director of 
photography. 

Gargus has been on several Navy vessels while filming 
for "Mighty Ships." 

"The enormous complexity of these fascinating vehicles 
coming aboard such as the 'floating tanks' and the massive 
LCACs (Landing Craft Air Cushion) and the noise they create, 
combined with the precision of the crew, that's what fits the 
category of Mighty Ships," said Gargus. 

Even after being aboard the New York for nearly a week, 
it hasn't been easy for the film crew to adjust to a shipboard 
lifestyle, explained Gargus. 

"It's overwhelming as a civilian coming on board a ship, 
trying to figure out how everything works, and who does 
what," said Mark Stevenson, director and writer for this 
episode. "Even with two camera crews, we can only be in two 

places at once. Having [Sailors] help us with that is critical 
because otherwise we would not be able to do it." 

"Everyone has been very helpful, the efficiency of the 
ship's Sailors for making things happen for the film crew has 
been very impressive," continued Stevenson. 

The film crew made its way through the ship's 
passageways and spaces, interviewing Sailors on topics 
ranging from flight deck operations to Visit Board Search and 
Seizure procedures. 

"They asked me about the different pressures during 
evolutions pertaining to boatswains out at sea, and directing 
Sailors under some of the most dangerous conditions 
underway," said Boatswains Mate Chief Warrant Officer 
Keith Shaw. "We wanted Discovery to understand if we're not 
on our 'A' game one hundred percent of the time, there is a 
potential for loss of life; we stay ready so we don't have to get 
ready." 

"This episode revolves on the integration of Sailors and 
Marines, and how the two groups work together to complete 
many different tasks aboard the ship while out to sea," said 
Gargus. 

"We were told from the beginning there is a great rivalry 
between the two, everything from sports to everything else," 
said Gargus. "Everyone's got their jokes about each other. But 
I saw a Navy hand reach out and a Marine arm come up from 
a rope ladder hanging off the side of the ship and pull that man 
up, and at that moment, they're both part of the same brethren, 
performing the same action and looking out for each other." 

New York is set to be featured in season six of "Mighty 
ships." The episode is slated to air in six to eight months when 
New York will be well into its maiden deployment scheduled 
for spring 2012. 
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48. First Lady, DoD: Bases Need Healthier Foods 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 09 FEB 12) ... Nancy Benac 

WASHINGTON — Hold the mystery meat: Military 
bases will soon be serving more fruits, vegetables and low-fat 
dishes under the first program in 20 years to improve nutrition 
standards across the armed services. 

First lady Michelle Obama and Pentagon officials planned 
to announce the effort Thursday during a visit to Little Rock 
Air Force Base in Arkansas, where the military has been 
experimenting with the idea through a pilot program designed 
to improve the quality and variety of foods served on base. 

It’s not just about giving members of the armed services a 
more svelte profile. 

“The Department of Defense considers obesity not only a 
national problem, but a national security issue,” said Dr. 
Jonathan Woodson, assistant secretary of defense for health 
affairs. “About a quarter of entry-level candidates are too 
overweight to actually either enter the military or sustain 
themselves through the first enlistment.” 

The Pentagon spends an estimated $4.5 billion a year on 
food services, and $1.1 billion a year on medical care related 
to excess weight and obesity. 

Under the Military Health System’s new obesity and 
nutrition awareness campaign, more fruits, vegetables, whole 
grains and lower-fat entrées will be coming to the 1,100 
service member dining halls in coming months. Healthier 

choices will be turning up in base schools, vending machines 
and snack bars, too. 

Mrs. Obama, who has been leading a campaign against 
childhood obesity, said the military effort would send a 
message to the whole nation. 

“When our service members make healthy eating a 
priority in their lives, the rest of us are more likely to make it a 
priority in our lives,” she said in a written statement. “Simply 
put, this is America’s entire military once again stepping 
forward to lead by example.” 

The first lady was visiting Little Rock as part of a three-
day national tour marking the second anniversary of her “Let’s 
Move” campaign. 

Under the new program, each of the armed services will 
be asked to update menu standards for the first time in two 
decades and to ensure that healthier food choices are available. 

“We are intent on focusing on preventable illnesses to 
help our people stay out of our clinics and hospitals by 
improving their physical condition,” Woodson said in a 
statement. 

He said surveys in the mid-1990s found that about 1 out 
of 50 members of the armed services had weight problems. By 
about 2005, the figure was 1 in 20 service members. 
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49. Veterans Affairs Secretary Salutes GI Benefit 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 10 FEB 12) ... Corinne Reilly 

NORFOLK - Department of Veterans Affairs Secretary 
Eric Shinseki made a quick stop in Norfolk on Thursday to 
visit a trade school that recently began accepting military 
veterans using the Post-9/11 GI Bill. 

A new provision that went into effect in October extended 
the GI Bill's benefits to include vocational schools. Speaking 
to reporters at Tidewater Tech, a trade school on East Princess 
Anne Road, Shinseki said that, although unemployment 
among Iraq and Afghanistan veterans is slowly falling, it is 
still far too high above the national average. 

Tidewater Tech offers training in auto repair, welding, 
building maintenance, and heating, ventilation and air 
conditioning. The campus' executive director, Yvette Wilson, 
said the number of veterans enrolling in its programs has 
increased markedly in the four months since the changes took 
effect. Of its 200 students, roughly 30 are veterans using the 
GI Bill, she said. 

"We want to help everybody, but it's especially an honor 
to serve our veterans. And we've found that employers really 
do want to hire them." 

Roughly half of Tidewater Tech's instructors are veterans, 
Wilson added. 

Shinseki, a retired Army general, began his visit by 
meeting privately with a handful of GI Bill students. After a 
quick tour of the school, where he chatted with instructors, he 
spoke to reporters, saying he was impressed with what he'd 
seen. 

He said the original GI Bill helped remake America after 
World War II, and that with the benefits that include trade 
schools, he thinks this GI Bill will do the same. 

"I'm very confident," he said, "that this generation is 
equally capable of rebuilding our nation." 
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50. Tricare Pharmacy Merger Worries Lawmakers 
(NAVY TIMES 09 FEB 12) ... Patricia Kime 

Seven lawmakers have written to the Pentagon expressing 
concern over a proposed merger between the company that 
manages Tricare’s pharmacy benefit and another corporate 
pharmaceutical giant. 

The bipartisan group, led by Reps. Walter Jones, R-N.C., 
and Joe Courtney, D-Conn., said the transaction could lead to 
higher drug prices as well as a decline in benefits. 

The lawmakers also have written to the Federal Trade 
Commission about the merger between Tricare’s pharmacy 
benefit manager Express Scripts of St. Louis, Mo., and Medco 
of Franklin Lakes, N.J. 

The FTC is investigating the deal because it would create 
a company with control of about 30 percent of all U.S. 
prescriptions — for about 135 million people — and 60 
percent of the mail-order drug market. 
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The two companies began talks last July. 
“On its face, increased concentration suggests greater 

opportunity to leverage economies of scale and realize cost 
savings,” the lawmakers wrote. “However, there is little 
evidence that increased [pharmacy benefit management] 
market concentration will significantly lower costs for 
consumers or the American taxpayer.” 

The merger is opposed by the National Community 
Pharmacists Association, which represents independent 
pharmacists, and Preserve Community Pharmacy Access 
NOW!, a coalition of 60 organizations and groups that believe 
the merger will hurt overall health care. 

“This merger would further reduce competition in the 
already concentrated [pharmacy benefit management] market 
and could lead to higher prescription drug costs, limited 
patient choice and inferior service,” NCPA Chief Executive 
Officer B. Douglas Hoey said. 

An Express Scripts spokesman said he could not comment 
on the merger because Medco operates as separate company. 

He expects the transaction to be closed during the first half of 
this year. 

“The merger will be good for patients, employers and 
health plans — including Tricare — leading to safer and more 
affordable medicines. It’s the right merger at the right time for 
the country, which very much needs more affordable health 
care,” Express Scripts spokesman Thom Gross said. 

Public Health Service Rear Adm. Thomas McGinnis, 
chief of Tricare’s pharmaceutical operations director, said the 
contract process will help keep cost increases in check. 

Express Scripts won the Tricare contract in 2008 and is in 
its third exercised option year of five. According to McGinnis, 
other companies are vying for Tricare’s business, worth $6.1 
billion in fiscal 2009. 

“The only thing we worry about is adequate competition. 
I can count five big players out there right now that are 
probably going to bid on the contract we have put on the 
streets… I don’t know how many will bid but there are some 
big players even without the merger issue,” McGinnis said. 
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51. Real Navy SEALs Go Hollywood 
(CNN 09 FEB 12) 

Real Navy SEALs act in the new action thriller movie 
“Act of Valor,” which is opening in theaters this month. For 
the first time Special Operations Forces are acting out their 
real work, shooting, high altitude jumps, and patrolling in 
murky waters. CNN spoke to the director and had an exclusive 
interview with one of the SEALs in the movie. 

View Clip (RT: 2:33) 
Broadcast Clip - Navy SEALs In Action 
(CNN 09 FEB 12) 

The Navy SEALs describe themselves as a special breed 
of warrior ready to answer our nation's call. They spell out 
their creed on their website, it says I will never quit, I'm never 
out of the fight, I will not fail. the roots of the SEALs go back 
for World War II, but the group we hear about today was 
created by President Kennedy. there are about 3,000 active 
duty SEALs. Only about 20% of the candidates make it. 

View Clip (RT: 4:43) 
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OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
52. Rapidly Aging Weapons Jeopardize National Security 
(MCCLATCHY NEWSPAPERS 09 FEB 12) ... MacKenzie Eaglen 

None of America's armed forces can meet all of the 
demands placed on them by commanders today. 

Just last week, the U.S. Navy said that for the second time 
in seven months, equipment failure prevented an amphibious 
assault ship - the USS Essex - from meeting a commitment at 
sea. 

Unfortunately, this is not surprising. The U.S. military 
faces a readiness crisis - one confronting not just its people 
and end-strength cuts - but pushing equipment to the breaking 
point. Across all services, long-standing readiness problems 
are worsening and breakdowns are happening more 
frequently. 

Adm. Jonathan W. Greenert testifying to Congress last 
July shortly before his promotion to Chief of Naval 
Operations, said: "The stress on the force is real. And it has 
been relentless." 

The overall picture is dismal: While the Navy's fleet has 
shrunk by about 15 percent since 1998, the number of ships 
deployed overseas has remained constant. Each ship goes to 
sea longer and more often, resulting in debilitating 
maintenance problems. 

Simple wear and tear is weakening defense capabilities 
across the board as the military's major platforms age after 

high wartime usage rates and a lack of major recapitalization 
since the Reagan buildup. 

An Air Force F-15C literally broke in half during flight 
some years ago. Today, every single Navy cruiser hull has 
cracks; A-10C Warthogs have fuselage fractures, and the UH-
1N Twin Huey helicopter fleet is regularly grounded. Over 
half the Navy's deployed aircraft are not ready for combat. 

Last April, the engine of a F/A-18C Hornet caught fire 
aboard the USS Carl Vinson. Last March, the engine of a 
Marine Hornet about to take off from the USS John C. Stennis 
exploded as it was about to take off. 

As these aging aircraft were bursting into flames, senior 
officials were warning Washington politicians that keeping the 
older fighter planes in safe flying condition was "one of their 
most serious challenges." 

Built in the 1980s and 1990s, the jets were designed to fly 
for 6,000 hours. Delayed delivery of the replacement F-35, 
however, has forced the services to squeeze an additional 
4,000 flight hours out of the Hornets. 

This is just a sample of the readiness problems plaguing 
those who serve in uniform. Yet, the almost-$1 trillion 
"stimulus" bill didn't contain a nickel for military 
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modernization. Instead, the president and Congress have been 
cutting defense dollars and capabilities for the past three years. 

Today, Washington wants to divert even more defense 
dollars to debt reduction - even in the face of the rapidly 
declining readiness of the U.S. military. This will only 
exacerbate the problem of how to meet the urgent need to 
conduct overdue maintenance on older ships, planes and 
vehicles. 

The latest defense budget takes a half trillion dollars out 
of military spending over the next decade even though 
Pentagon leaders expect no let up in demand for U.S. forces 
worldwide. 

Should an unforeseen crisis arise, the consequences could 
be deadly. 

While there is no quick or easy fix, admitting there is a 
problem and doing something about it should be everyone's 
priority. 

In 2010, a bipartisan blue-ribbon panel set up by Congress 
and led by Bill Clinton's Secretary of Defense and George W. 
Bush's National Security Adviser issued a stark warning about 
the worrisome state of America's military and advised 
Congress to act quickly to rebuild and modernize the U.S. 
military: 

"The aging of the inventories and equipment used by the 
services, the decline in the size of the Navy, escalating 
personnel entitlements, overhead and procurement costs, and 
the growing stress on the force means that a train wreck is 
coming in the areas of personnel, acquisition, and force 
structure." 

Meeting the military's full modernization requirements 
will "require a substantial and immediate additional 
investment that is sustained through the long term." However, 
the price of U.S. weakness will be greater in the long run. 

Mackenzie Eaglen is a resident fellow at the American 
Enterprise Institute. 
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53. Sinking Navy In Sea Of Red Ink 
Obama’s deep budget cuts will leave sailors short of ships 
(WASHINGTON TIMES 09 FEB 12) ... Rep. Duncan D. Hunter 

The Navy is the primary mechanism for projecting 
American military power around the world. For the better part 
of the past century, no corner of the globe has been off-limits, 
demonstrating that the global reach and readiness of the Navy 
is second to none. 

Under President Obama’s new defense strategy, which 
redirects focus to the Pacific, the United States will be leaning 
on the Navy even more to protect regional spheres of 
influence while keeping a watchful eye on countries such as 
China, North Korea and Russia. The new strategy is tailor-
made for the Navy, but there is one major problem ahead that 
is being exacerbated by hundreds of billions of dollars in 
defense budget cuts and the threat of even more on the 
horizon. 

The problem: The Navy, with a current fleet size of 285 
vessels, does not have enough ships. Even when the Navy’s 
last shipbuilding plan called for a fleet of 301 ships, a 2010 
report from the bipartisan Quadrennial Defense Review 
Independent Panel called for increasing the Navy to 346 ships 
in order to safely confront emerging threats in the Pacific. 

Almost two years have passed since the panel made its 
recommendation. Now the Navy is staring at ship reductions 
and project delays under the president’s fiscal 2012 budget 
proposal instead of turning its attention to effectively building 
and maintaining an adequately sized naval fleet. 

In a preview of the defense budget, Secretary of Defense 
Leon E. Panetta said the Navy will retire seven Ticonderoga-
class cruisers and two amphibious ships earlier than planned. 
Other cancellations and construction delays are also in the 
works. Meanwhile, the chief of naval operations has 
recalculated the Navy’s shipbuilding and acquisition plan, 
saying the Navy fleet will hold relatively steady at 285 ships, a 
16-ship reduction from the previous 301-ship plan. 

Even at 285 ships, which is the best-case scenario, the 
Navy is still 61 ships below the recommendation of the 
defense review panel. In the coming years, it’s a sure bet that 
the Navy will fall well below 285 ships, constituting what the 
secretary of defense said when warning against the long-term 

effects of the Budget Control Act is certain to be the smallest 
naval fleet since World War I. 

Aside from the glaring shortfall in fleet size, the existing 
inventory of ships, which is expected to carry the Navy into 
the future, is running into a series of recurring structural and 
operational problems. In just the past two years, more than 
one-fifth of Navy ships failed to meet readiness standards, 
with the USS Essex a 20-year-old flagship of Expeditionary 
Strike Group 7 as one of the latest examples. Twice in seven 
months, the Essex has been unable to fulfill its mission 
because of equipment failures. 

But it is not just older ships experiencing problems. The 
Littoral Combat Ship, a new class of warship, is an acquisition 
disaster at a cost of $537 million a vessel. Each of the two 
active ships in the LCS fleet has encountered serious 
problems. One of the vessels, the Freedom, has experienced 
significant mechanical and structural failures on four 
occasions. 

Just this month, the Freedom suffered a failure of the port 
shaft mechanical seal while undergoing sea trials. In February 
2011, a 6.5-inch crack was discovered in its hull. In May 
2010, there were problems with a water jet that required 
repair. In September 2010, one of the vessel’s gas turbines 
broke down. To a certain extent, problems in the testing phase 
are routine, but these issues are the product of a rushed 
acquisition process on the part of the Navy a process that 
clearly needs fixing. 

The Littoral Combat Ship was put on a fast track without 
any real thought about what type of mission it would fulfill. 
Speed was the most attractive element, even though its 40-
knot cruise speed has no place in littoral (close to shore) 
waters or in the Navy mission set. Fuel consumption for this 
rate of speed adds another complication, demon-strating why 
it is the wrong ship at the wrong time. 

Clearly, the Navy is facing a series of challenges that 
won’t be made any easier by large budget cuts in the near term 
and the threat of even deeper cuts over time. All the while, the 
Navy will be stepping up to facilitate a shift in global defense 
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strategy, something it will have to do with fewer ships and 
fewer sailors. 

The $450 billion in budget cuts already planned is bad 
enough, but anything more, now possible under sequestration, 
undoubtedly will hamstring the Navy and put American force 
projection at serious risk. This cannot happen, and it is the 
obligation of Congress and the president to ensure that the 
Navy and the rest of the U.S. military is adequately sized and 
equipped to meet any threat. 

When the president’s budget proposal is submitted to 
Congress in the coming days, one area of particular focus will 
be the Navy’s budget and how it conforms to the proposed 
change in defense strategy. This is one of many budget areas 

that will require careful examination by Congress throughout 
the regular budget process. 

It is not necessarily the president’s strategic plans that are 
the subject of criticism. However, if the president is going to 
fundamentally alter U.S. military strategy and limit the Navy 
in the process, then he must be honest and realistic about what 
it will take to protect our national security interests in the 
Pacific and elsewhere. 

Rep. Duncan D. Hunter, California Republican, is a 
member of the House Armed Services Committee and the first 
Marine combat veteran of the Iraq and Afghanistan wars 
elected to Congress. 
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54. Navy Will Have Fewer Ships But Same Mission 
(MOBILE PRESS REGISTER 09 FEB 12) ... Hal Pierce, Retired Navy Captain 

We saw in the news recently that the U.S. Navy is having 
to make substantial cuts in shipbuilding to support the urgent 
need for our country to return to fiscal responsibility. Other 
services are also cutting. 

What does not change is the Navy’s mission. The U.S. 
Navy is worldwide. The size of the world did not change. The 
oceans are just as wide. We will just not have as many ships, 
meaning more time at sea for our ships and Sailors and less 
time at home and with family. The military sacrifice goes on. 

With the war in Afghanistan winding down, the 
worldwide mission of the Navy remains critical. Sea lanes 
must be kept open. 

Also, in natural disasters the U.S. Navy is generally the 
first on the scene. In the Haitian earthquake, Rear Adm. Victor 
Guillory, commander of the 4th Fleet, had Navy ships reacting 
within hours. 

We ended up having 24 Navy ships in Haiti. They set up 
clinics. They fed and watered thousands. Seabees cleared 
roads and air fields so supplies could fly in and move. 

Thousands of Haitians owe their lives to the U.S. Navy. 
The same was true in the Japanese tsunami. 

In the U.S. Navy, we speak earthquake, we speak 
catastrophe, we speak tsunami. But make no mistake about it: 
We speak war. 
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55. Pentagon Should Embrace Larger Budget Cuts 
(U.S. NEWS & WORLD REPORT 09 FEB 12) ... Matthew Leatherman 

Leon Panetta thinks it would be "nuts" to sequester the 
defense budget, a view he will likely reiterate to Congress 
Monday when he unveils the 2013 Pentagon budget request. 
The process known as sequester would force a nearly $500 
billion cut in addition to $350 billion in already planned 
reductions over the next decade. 

He is not wrong. Sequester would be a mechanical 
savings process, the opposite of the discretion required for 
funding our military. But his hyperbole still is misguided. The 
additional $500 billion in cuts is entirely responsible, even if 
the process is not. 

Rather than directing another broadside at Congress, 
Secretary Panetta and the Obama administration should 
embrace the larger savings target and use the 2013 funding 
debate to lay out a plan that manages the process instead of 
automating it. 

Some perspective: The Congressional Budget Office 
calculated last August, immediately after Congress passed a 
sweeping federal debt-reduction deal, that continuing at that 
spending rate would cost the United States $5.7 trillion on 
national defense between 2013 and 2021. That is before 
adding in the costs of the wars-but also before crediting 
Congress for getting a head start on the savings plan by 
capping national defense spending this year. 

At stake from sequester is a $492 billion cut to projected 
spending, and it would come on top of the reductions enacted 
when a special congressional panel failed last year to produce 
a debt-reduction deal. Together, national defense could fall 

$858 billion, or 15 percent, below CBO's August defense-
spending projection. That is significant—and barring any new 
military operations—the potential savings from ending the 
wars could double the reduction. 

Yet, even then, the total reduction would be entirely in 
line with each of the U.S.'s three previous military overhauls 
since the end of World War II. President Dwight Eisenhower 
cut national defense spending by 28 percent after the Korean 
War; Presidents Richard Nixon and Gerald Ford cut it by a full 
40 percent after the Vietnam War; and Presidents George. 
H.W. Bush and Bill Clinton together reduced national defense 
spending by 28 percent. 

Setting $858 billion as the total defense savings target 
would require cutting defense spending by less than a percent 
each year from the previous one. Holding national defense 
spending constant in 2012 helped. Americans have every right 
to expect the Pentagon to be savvy enough to manage this 
fluctuation without endangering our national security. 
Management, however, is the key. 

Automating the cuts, as the sequester process would do, is 
the exact opposite. Instead of allowing time for deliberate 
strategic adjustments and cuts, the military would trip over a 
one-time ledge next January. This outcome represents the 
worst of two worlds. A sudden drop could create a strategic 
stir, while resetting all at once would leave the unhelpful 
impression that fiscal discipline is an exception. 

So far the only thing the Defense Department has done to 
avoid this has been resisting the $500 billion cut that sequester 



 44

would force. Asked by NPR in January if he had a plan for 
sequester, Panetta bluntly replied: "Not at all." 

However comfortable that answer may be for the 
Pentagon, it is counterproductive. Take the administration's 
new defense plan. Sequester-level savings would be in 
keeping with previous defense build-downs, but Panetta 
believes that "we'd probably have to throw [the new strategy] 
out the window and start over" to achieve such a target. 

Instead of protesting sequester by ignoring the likelihood 
of deeper reductions, as Panetta has done, the Pentagon should 
focus on adapting defense strategy and management for a 
sequence of modest cutbacks through 2021. The mechanical 
cuts from sequester would not actually come for another 11 
months. There is ample time to prepare an alternative plan. 

Showing forbearance is its own challenge, of course. If 
the Pentagon has a plan to manage cutting on this scale, it 
would show that such cutting is manageable. Congress then 
would be much more likely to impose it. That is because 
lawmakers could burnish their collective fiscal credentials 
without looking soft on security. 

Still this is exactly what the Defense Department should 
do. Fiscal restraint is not the problem. U.S. finances strongly 

suggest it should spend less on defense and, backed by some 
sober strategizing, our national security would not be 
threatened. 

With a new plan on the table, things likely would start 
looking better for defense. Just as elected officials will jump at 
the chance to appear both fiscally and strategically 
responsible, they would look for every escape possible from a 
trade-off between the two. An $858 billion cut may still come, 
but the Pentagon could retain its discretion by leading the way 
to that target. 

Congress and the administration meant to manufacture 
this very kind of defense budget dilemma as a way to keep 
debt reduction at the fore. It is clear they have succeeded. 
Automatic but non-strategic Pentagon spending could stall the 
military exactly when it needs to be proactive. Fortunately, the 
2013 congressional budget cycle offers Secretary Panetta 
another chance to start managing our way out of this impasse. 
The country is ready for a strategy and management plan that 
anticipates the tougher fiscal restraint still to come. 

Matt Leatherman is a research analyst at the Stimson 
Center's project on budgeting for foreign affairs and defense. 
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56. Keeping Syria At Arm's Length 
Diplomacy, not military action that could enmesh the U.S. in a civil war, is the best approach. 
(LOS ANGELES TIMES 10 FEB 12) ... Editorial 

Given the continued carnage in Syria, and given Russian 
and Chinese obstruction of a plan to have Syrian President 
Bashar Assad step aside, the Arab League, Western nations 
and the United Nations secretary-general are scrambling to 
identify other measures to stop the killing. Those efforts are 
urgent and admirable. But, dire as the humanitarian situation 
is, the United States and NATO should resist the temptation to 
become militarily involved. 

Last month, the Arab League, frustrated by Assad's 
limited compliance with commitments he had made to end the 
violence and allow journalists and humanitarian agencies into 
the country, proposed a political solution: Assad would step 
down in favor of one of his vice presidents during a transition 
to democracy. Western nations pressed for a Security Council 
resolution endorsing the plan, but it was vetoed Saturday by 
Russia and China in what Secretary of State Hillary Rodham 
Clinton called a "travesty." 

After casting its veto, Russia made a show of seeking a 
solution by dispatching its foreign minister to Damascus, but it 
shows little inclination to pressure Assad. That leaves several 
other paths forward. U.N. Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon, 
who this week deplored the "appalling brutality" in the Syrian 
city of Homs, is expected to endorse a sizable joint U.N.-Arab 
League monitoring mission in Syria. Meanwhile, Clinton has 
called for a group of "friends" -- countries that would join the 
United States -- to ratchet up pressure on Assad. Sen. John 

McCain (R-Ariz.) is suggesting that the U.S. aid countries 
willing to arm the Syrian opposition. 

Singly or together, such efforts could move Assad in the 
direction of compromise and a cease-fire, but they won't 
produce immediate results and are no substitute for the failed 
Security Council resolution. 

That raises the question of whether the United States and 
its allies should undertake military action in Syria, as they did 
in Libya. That would be a mistake. It isn't just that Russia and 
China probably would block a Security Council resolution of 
the kind that established the no-fly zone in Libya. (Russia, 
which abstained on that resolution, later criticized the North 
Atlantic Treaty Organization for using an authorization to 
protect civilians as a justification for regime change.) U.S. 
military action in Syria, a nation that is larger than Libya and 
that has close ties to Iran, could enmesh this country in a civil 
war that might continue along sectarian lines even if Assad 
were deposed. That is what occurred in Iraq during the U.S. 
occupation, prolonging American involvement. 

Short of military intervention, the United States should do 
its utmost, alone or in collaboration with Clinton's "friends," to 
pressure the Syrian regime to end the war on its own people 
and move toward democracy. But the sobering reality is that 
there are limits to what this country can do to ameliorate 
suffering and end oppression, in Syria and elsewhere in the 
world. 
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57. Closer To Take-Off: Israel And Iran 
Momentum is growing for an Israeli airstrike on Iran -- with or without American support 
(THE ECONOMIST 11 FEB 12) ... Editorial 

Is it all part of a carefully calibrated campaign of bluff 
and rumour intended to support tightening sanctions and bring 
Iran to the negotiating table, or is the ground really being 

prepared for an attack on Iranian nuclear facilities in the next 
few months? Perhaps it is neither and the people who count, 
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yet to make up their minds, are frantically hedging and 
debating. 

In early February the annual Herzliya security conference 
in Israel provided a platform for the country’s military and 
intelligence elite to air their concerns about Iran’s progress 
toward a nuclear weapon. Israel’s hawkish defence minister, 
Ehud Barak, said that the “window” for an effective strike was 
rapidly closing because the continuing movement of essential 
uranium-enriching centrifuges to the Fordow underground 
facility, close to the holy city of Qom, would give Iran a “zone 
of immunity” in which it could construct a bomb regardless of 
any intervention by the outside world. 

Attacking the case for waiting to assess the impact of the 
latest round of sanctions, due to come into effect by midyear, 
Mr Barak warned that “whoever says ‘later’ may find that 
later is too late.” He added that “the assessment of many 
experts…is that the result of avoiding action will certainly be 
a nuclear Iran, and dealing with a nuclear Iran will be more 
complicated, more dangerous and more costly in lives and 
money than stopping it.” 

Mr Barak’s American opposite number, Leon Panetta, 
who was travelling with journalists to a meeting with his 
NATO counterparts in Brussels, confided soon afterwards that 
there was a strong likelihood of Israel attacking Iran in April, 
May or June, when the skies are usually clear. Mr Panetta was 
not speaking on the record, but later turned down an 
opportunity to disown his remarks. 

Iran’s supreme leader, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, 
responded by using his nationally broadcast Friday sermon on 
February 3rd to commit the country to continuing its nuclear 
programme no matter what, and to threaten both Israel and 
America. He described Israel as a “cancerous tumour” that 
“will be removed” and declared that if war broke out “it would 
be ten times deadlier for the Americans” than for Iran. 

Mr Khamenei also called on regional allies to attack 
Israel. “Iran would assist any country or organisation that 
would fight the Zionist regime, which is now weaker than 
ever,” he said. It is a call that may, however, fall on deaf ears. 

Iran’s main ally in the region, the Syrian government, has 
other things on its mind. If it falls, pro-Iranian groups in 
Lebanon and Gaza will find their supply-lines cut. 

Amid the escalating war of words, the military 
preparations for a conflict are indeed under way. The head of 
ground forces at the Iranian Revolutionary Guard has 
announced exercises in the south of the country, near the Strait 
of Hormuz, and America has begun its largest amphibious-
landing drill for a decade, described by Admiral John Harvey 
of the US Fleet Forces Command as “informed by recent 
history” and “applicable” to the Strait of Hormuz. Meanwhile, 
DEBKAfile, an excitable but at times well-informed Israeli 
security website, reported that “many thousands” of American 
troops have arrived at two islands close to the Strait, Masirah 
in Oman and Socotra in Yemen. 

Yet for all the alarums and excursions, there are few hard 
conclusions to draw about whether an attack on Iran is 
imminent, or whether Israel is prepared to act unilaterally. 
And it is not clear whether, if it was convinced this was about 
to happen, America would feel compelled to hold Israel back 
and carry out the strikes itself. Only Israel’s senior leadership 
(and perhaps the Americans) know whether the Israeli air 
force is capable of carrying out an effective attack on its own. 

Attempting to calm things down, Barack Obama said on 
February 5th that he did not think Israel had “made a decision 
on what they need to do” and that the two countries would 
work in “lockstep as we proceed to solve this, hopefully 
diplomatically”. Mr Obama will be mindful that an attack 
would dominate his bid for re-election in November -- though 
it is unclear whether he would gain as a war president or lose 
ground because of a surge in oil prices and an economic 
reversal. 

The consequences might not be as catastrophic as some 
fear. On the other hand they fall into the disturbing category 
that Donald Rumsfeld, a former American defence secretary, 
once called “known unknowns”. Unfortunately for Mr Obama 
the decision is more likely to rest with Mr Barak and his prime 
minister, Binyamin Netanyahu, than with him. 
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58. Four Ways The U.S. Could End Up At War With Iran Before The Election* 
(TIME 09 FEB 12) ... Jay Newton-Small 

Most political analysts in Washington believe that war 
with Iran is unlikely, especially before the November U.S. 
elections. Politically it would be hard for President Obama to 
engage in another Middle Eastern war given the war weariness 
of the U.S. electorate, let alone the question of being able to 
afford it at a time when Defense Secretary Leon Panetta is 
cutting hundreds of billions of dollars from the Pentagon 
budget. There also seems little appetite from the international 
community to wage war with Iran, especially since Tehran is 
still allowing United Nations inspectors into their nuclear sites 
and, for the first time in recent history, sanctions seem to be 
working. 

That said, despite the political, economic and military 
reluctance to go to war with Iran, there are four ways the U.S. 
could still end up embroiled in such a conflict before the 
elections. And by conflict, no one is envisioning troops on the 
ground. More likely: a bombing campaign or, worst-comes-to-
worst, a naval one in the Strait of Hormuz. “I don’t think 
we’re going to go to war with Iran, but I do think we could get 

dragged into it,” says Michael Breen, vice president of the 
Truman Project. 

Iran Wants A War 
Not a full-blown one, which would happen if they closed 

the Strait of Hormuz, shutting down the flow of oil and 
provoking international condemnation. But, say, one where 
they throw out International Atomic Energy Agency 
inspectors. Such a move would be seen as a deliberate 
provocation–clear proof that Tehran had decided to head 
toward weapons grade uranium. If that leads to bombing by 
the U.S. or Israel or both, the Iranian people would rally 
around their leaders. “I think there are hardline elements in 
Tehran that would welcome a military attack,” says Karim 
Sadjadpour, an Iranian expert at the Carnegie Endowment for 
International Peace. “It’s a dangerous and unpredictable 
gamble, but it’s the one thing that could potentially repair the 
country’s deep internal political fractures and distract from 
widespread popular disaffection.” It would also be a well-
calculated risk: many observers believe that unless an air 
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assault is sustained for weeks and weeks, it would set back the 
Iranian program only a few months, perhaps two years at 
most. 

Iran Underestimates President Obama’s Resolve And 
The U.S. Political Climate 

Let’s face it, the U.S. has drawn dozens of redlines over 
the past decade and Iran, much like North Korea, has 
zigzagged all over them with impunity. President George W. 
Bush seemed to set a new redline every six months that Iran 
flouted. So far they haven’t tested Obama. But they may think 
him distracted by the world economy and the presidential 
election and somehow take this as an opportunity to press 
forward secretly with enrichment, moving closer to weapons 
grade uranium. “We don’t know how Iran calculates the pros 
and cons of getting nukes,” says Michael O’Hanlon, a foreign 
policy export at the Brookings Institution. “Given our lack of 
such knowledge, we should be careful about assuming when 
they might make their next move.” Given what is known about 
the Iranian program, it is virtually impossible for it to develop 
an actual bomb by November 2012. But if Iran did manage to 
press toward weapons grade materiel under the noses of the 
IAEA inspectors and this was discovered, then the 
consequences might be severe. Given his strident statements 
on Iran (and the bellicose GOP candidates watching his 
moves), Obama could never allow Iran to get that close to a 
bomb on his watch without taking action. 

The Accidental War 
The Strait of Hormuz is a small place for maneuvering 

and some trigger happy Iranian or American could misfire and 
the situation could snowball. This has happened before. 
Towards the end of the Iran-Iraq war when U.S. warships 
were accompanying oil tankers through the waterway, U.S. 
naval ships exchanged gunfire accidentally between both Iraqi 
and Iranian forces in 1987 and 1988. On July 3, 1988, the 
U.S.S. Vincennes, believing it was under attack, shot down an 

Iranian commercial flight killing all 290 passengers and crew 
aboard. Just imagine what such an action might trigger in 
today’s climate. 

Israel Goes It Alone 
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu is convinced 

Iran is intent on acquiring a nuclear bomb as soon as possible–
with Israel as Tehran’s likely target if it were ever used. 
Though the U.S. isn’t as convinced of Iran’s intentions, Israel 
might nevertheless make the political calculation to attack 
now. Obama and Congress wouldn’t be able to do much to 
punish Israel before the elections. If the Israelis wait till after 
the U.S. elections the political repercussions would be a lot 
harder for the Jewish State. It’s a gamble because if Obama 
wins reelection, they risk severely damaging relations with the 
U.S. “I don’t see that U.S. political calendar will compel Israel 
to attack Iran before November 2012,” says Sadjadpour. “The 
Israelis could also calculate that it’s better to wait to see a 
potential Republican administration in Washington in 2013 
that might do the job for them.” In any case, few analysts 
believe Israel would act without U.S. blessing 

*I put an asterisk here because although these are all 
possible ways the U.S. could go to war with Iran in the 
coming months, the most likely action is nothing at all. “We 
cannot predict how Iran will react as sanctions bite steadily 
harder, whether some incident in the Gulf will occur and 
escalate out of control, or whether an Israeli raid could trigger 
a conflict between the U.S. and Iran,” says Anthony 
Cordesman, a national security analyst at the Center for 
Strategic and International Studies. “What we can predict is 
that a mixture of escalating Iranian threats and nuclear 
activities, and the rising impact of U.S. and international 
sanctions, does increase these risks.” 

Jay Newton-Small is the congressional correspondent for 
TIME. 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. DoD Fiscal 2013 Budget Proposal Released 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 13 FEB 12) ... Department of the Navy 

WASHINGTON -- President Barack Obama sent Congress a proposed defense budget of $613.9 billion for fiscal 2013, Feb. 13. 
 

2. Navy Budget Request Avoids Deep Cuts 
(NAVY TIMES 13 FEB 12) ... Sam Fellman and Joshua Stewart 

The Navy’s $170.1 billion budget request, released Monday, suggests the Navy has emerged a relative winner in the latest round 
of belt-tightening. 

 
3. Pentagon Takes $1.6 Billion From Lockheed F-35 Jet In Biggest Defense Cut 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 13 FEB 12) ... Tony Capaccio and Gopal Ratnam 

The Pentagon’s proposed $525 billion budget for fiscal year 2013 would seek the most savings on weapons by reducing purchases 
of Lockheed Martin Corp.’s F-35 Joint Strike Fighter, the military’s costliest program. 

 
4. Aircraft Carrier Stays, Amphib Ship To Go, Under Proposed Budget 
(NEWPORT NEWS DAILY PRESS 13 FEB 12) ... Cory Nealon 

Hampton Roads would keep all of its aircraft carriers — at least for the time being — but lose an amphibious assault ship under 
President Barack Obama's proposed budget. 

 
5. Transition Benefits: Fleet Engagement Team Focuses on Post-ERB Assistance 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 13 FEB 12) ... Clark Pierce, Editor, Jax Air News 

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. -- The Post-Enlisted Retention Board Fleet Engagement Team from Navy Personnel Command presented 
a full day of transition assistance briefs Feb. 9 aboard Naval Air Station Jacksonville to Sailors not selected for retention by the fiscal 
year 2012 ERB. 

 

CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
6. USS Frank Cable Arrives In Portland 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 13 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist Seaman Apprentice Chris Salisbury, USS Frank Cable Public 
Affairs 

PORTLAND, Ore. -- Submarine tender USS Frank Cable (AS 40) arrived in Portland, Ore., for a regular overhaul and dry-
docking Feb. 10. 

 
7. USS Port Royal Returns To Honolulu 
The Guided-Missile Cruiser Returns From Independent Deployment 
(KITV ABC HONOLULU 13 FEB 12) 

The USS Port Royal returned to its home base at Pearl Harbor Monday after over seven months of being deployed. 
 

8. USS George H.W. Bush Wins Battle "E" 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 11 FEB 12) ... USS George H.W. Bush Public Affairs 

USS GEORGE H.W. BUSH At sea -- USS George H.W. Bush (CVN 77) was named the top aircraft carrier in the Atlantic Fleet 
in the 2011 Commander Naval Air Force Aircraft Carrier Battle Efficiency and Departmental Awards program, Feb. 10. 

 
9. USS Carl Vinson Awarded 2011 Battle "E" 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 13 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Byron C. Linder, USS Carl Vinson Public Affairs 

USS CARL VINSON, At Sea -- Commander, Naval Air Forces awarded the 2011 Battle Efficiency (Battle "E") for West Coast-
based aircraft carriers to Sailors of the Nimitz-class aircraft carrier USS Carl Vinson (CVN 70) Feb. 10. 
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GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
10. China's Xi Jinping Warns U.S. Against Military Focus Within Asia-Pacific 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 14 FEB 12) ... Shaun Tandon 

WASHINGTON -- China's likely next leader Xi Jinping warned the United States against plans to boost its military strength in 
Asia as he prepared for a closely watched visit to Washington starting Monday. 

 
11. Russian Wrinkle In The South China Sea 
(ASIA TIMES ONLINE 13 FEB 12) ... Al Labita 

MANILA - A recently concluded three-day port call by three Russian warships in Manila has sparked speculation that Moscow 
may be angling to wade into the intensifying Spratly Islands dispute in the South China Sea. The warships, including the anti-
submarine Admiral Panteleyev, came at a time two American destroyers - the USS Wayne E Meyer and the USS Chafee - dropped 
anchor off the coasts of Manila and Cebu, respectively. 

 
12. Asia Key As U.S., EU Tighten Sanctions Against Iran 
(REUTERS 13 FEB 12) ... Peter Apps and Yeganeh Torbati 

LONDON - Western states hope new oil sanctions will deter Tehran from pursuing its disputed nuclear program but ultimately it 
will be China, India and other Asian powers that determine their effectiveness impact on already volatile Iranian politics. 

 
13. Israel Says Iran Is Behind Bombs 
(NEW YORK TIMES 14 FEB 12) ... Ethan Bronner 

JERUSALEM — Tensions between Israel and Iran rose sharply on Monday when bombers struck at Israeli Embassy personnel in 
the capitals of India and Georgia. Israel accused the Tehran government of being behind the attacks, which Iran denied. 

 
14. Bahrain Erupts Before Protest Anniversary 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 14 FEB 12) ... Alex Delmar Morgan 

DOHA, Qatar - Riot police clashed with protesters across Bahrain on Monday, the eve of the first anniversary of the country's 
pro-democracy uprising, in some of the worst violence seen there for months. 

 
15. Report: Russian Sub Had Nukes During December Fire 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 13 FEB 12) ... Vladimir Isachenkov 

MOSCOW — A fire at a drydocked Russian nuclear submarine in December could have sparked a radiation disaster because it 
was carrying nuclear-tipped ballistic missiles and other weapons, despite official statements to the contrary, a Russian news magazine 
reported Monday. 

 
16. Damage To Submarine Has Senator ‘Worried' About Naval Defence 
(OTTAWA CITIZEN (CANADA) 13 FEB 12) ... Sheila Dabu Nonato 

OTTAWA - Liberal Senator Colin Kenny said Monday he is “worried” about Canada's naval defence as he pondered new photos 
uncovered by CBC that show extensive damage to the submarine HMCS Corner Brook which hit bottom last June. 

 
17. 21st Century Airships May Join Navy Fleet 
A new generation of British-built airships may be bought by the Royal Navy to resupply ships, following their 
use by the U.S. Army on the front line in Afghanistan. 
(THE TELEGRAPH (UK) 13 FEB 12) ... Thomas Harding 

Modern-day Zeppelins will take to the sky for the first time since the First World War when the U.S. Army begins using airships 
in Afghanistan. 

 

PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
18. Heaviest 2013 Defense Budget Cuts Would Fall On Troops 
(MCCLATCHY NEWSPAPERS 13 FEB 12) ... Nancy A. Youssef 

WASHINGTON — As the Pentagon sought to show Monday that it had made tough spending decisions in its fiscal 2013 budget 
proposal, the brunt of the reductions would fall on U.S. ground troops, which face job losses, modest pay raises and increased health 
care costs while serving in a smaller force. 
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19. DoD: Budget Cuts Will Not Hurt Current Troops 
Troop cuts, 1.7% pay raise highlight DoD budget 
(NAVY TIMES 13 FEB 12) ... Andrew Tilghman 

The Pentagon’s 2013 budget proposal released Monday calls for a 6 percent drop in overall spending, a contraction that reflects 
the end of the war in Iraq, the drawdown in Afghanistan and a delay in purchasing several new weapons systems. 

 
20. Obama Plans Raises, With Troops Getting More Than Civilians 
Pay freeze would end; workers would put more into retirement 
(WASHINGTON POST 14 FEB 12) ... Ed O'Keefe 

President Obama wants to give raises to people collecting federal paychecks, but in his new budget proposal, troops would get a 
larger pay boost than civilian employees. 

 
21. Budget Request Includes TRICARE Cut, Military Retirement Details 
(GOVERNMENT EXECUTIVE 13 FEB 12) ... Amanda Palleschi 

President Obama proposed new TRICARE co-pays and fees, as well as a review of military retirement benefits, in his fiscal 2013 
budget unveiled Monday. 

 
22. Navy Surgeon General Provides Leadership Guidance To Navy Medicine 
(YOUTUBE 12 FEB 12) ... U.S. Navy Medicine 

Navy Surgeon General Vice Adm. Matt Nathan provides an overview of his leadership expectations for the Navy Medical global 
workforce. 

 
23. Millions Owed To Families In Foreclosure Deal 
(NAVY TIMES 10 FEB 12) ... Patricia Kime 

The $25 billion nationwide foreclosure settlement announced Thursday by the Justice Department includes compensation for 
service members who have lost their homes to illegal foreclosures since 2006. 

 
24. Summit To Discuss Civilian Credentials For Vets 
(NAVY TIMES 13 FEB 12) ... Rick Maze 

The American Legion is bringing together industry, trade unions and military training officials next week for a three-day summit 
on cutting red tape to help separating service members translate military-learned skills into immediate post-service jobs. 

 
25. SUBLANT Sailors Participate In Culinary Showdown 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 13 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Kim Williams, Commander, Submarine Force 
Atlantic Public Affairs 

VIRGINIA BEACH, Va. -- Culinary specialists assigned to Commander, Submarine Force Atlantic (SUBLANT) participated in a 
culinary competition for Navy chefs at the Sheraton Hotel in Virginia Beach, Va., Feb. 10. 

 
26. Navy Seabee Hears Unborn Baby's Heartbeat Half A World Away 
(KPLR FOX ST. LOUIS 13 FEB 12) ... Dan Gray 

ST. LOUIS, MO— Many couples will be spending Valentine's Day sharing the love in their hearts. For one metro east couple an 
extra heart is beating this holiday. Thanks to technology a man serving in the Navy in Afghanistan got to hear his unborn baby's heart 
beat from an ultrasound in Belleville. Brandon and Lauren Winkelmann were nearly seven thousand miles apart at one of the most 
memorable moments in the lives of expectant parents. 

 

FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
27. DoD Proposes Smaller FY 2013 Shipbuilding Budget 
(DEFENSE DAILY 14 FEB 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

The Pentagon's funding request for Navy shipbuilding for fiscal 2013 released yesterday is down by more than $1 billion from the 
current spending year, but did not reflect the plan to delay construction on two Littoral Combat Ships and a Virginia -class attack 
submarine as outlined in the revised five-year shipbuilding plan. 

 
28. Procurement Delays Add Up To Big Savings 
(NATIONAL DEFENSE 13 FEB 12) ... Sandra Erwin 

Pentagon contractors will be taking a $75 billion hit from weapon cuts and delays that are part of the 2013-2017 budget proposal. 
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29. Lawmakers: Navy Plan To Move Carrier Dead In Water 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 14 FEB 12) ... Bill Bartel 

WASHINGTON - The Navy has ended, for now, its attempt move a Norfolk-based aircraft carrier to Mayport, Fla., but three 
other ships - possibly from Hampton Roads - might be headed for the Florida base soon. 

 
30. No Carrier For Mayport In The Near Future, If At All 
(FLORIDA TIMES-UNION 13 FEB 12) ... Adam Kealoha Causey 

If the economy doesn’t improve, Mayport Naval Station won’t be getting a nuclear-powered aircraft carrier, at least not until the 
middle of the next decade. 

 
31. Pentagon: Budget Cuts In Manpower, Weapons Programs To Add Savings 
San Diego benefits from crosscurrent shifting resources toward Asia-Pacific 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 13 FEB 12) ... Gretel C. Kovach 

San Diego and its concentration of military bases and defense companies are expected to fare well under proposed Pentagon 
budget cuts announced Monday, despite potential reductions in manpower, aircraft purchases, operational units and shipbuilding. 

 
32. Federal Budget's Impact In Maine: Heating Aid Loses, BIW Gains 
Obama's budget calls for more destroyers, cutting LIHEAP and base closures that could imperil Portsmouth 
Naval Shipyard. 
(PORTLAND (ME) PRESS HERALD 14 FEB 12) ... Jonathan Riskind 

WASHINGTON — President Obama's proposed budget again would slash a home-heating assistance program that helps 
thousands of low-income Mainers. 

 
33. 2013 Defense Budget Rollout: Just the Opening Salvo 
(NATIONAL DEFENSE 13 FEB 12) ... Sandra Erwin 

The Pentagon's 2013 budget unveiled today by the Obama administration contains no big surprises. Most of the bombshells were 
dropped by Defense Secretary Panetta two weeks ago. 

 
34. Marinette-Built Navy Ship Hits Choppy Seas 
Leak is fourth serious problem 
(MILWAUKEE JOURNAL SENTINEL 13 FEB 12) ... Rick Barrett 

The U.S. Navy combat ship USS Freedom, built in Marinette, suffered another setback recently when it developed a leak off the 
coast of California and was forced to return to port. 

 
35. Navy Discloses $811 Million Overrun On Gerald Ford Carrier 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 13 FEB 12) ... Tony Capaccio 

The cost of the aircraft carrier Gerald R. Ford has increased by $811 million, or about 16 percent, over its $5.16 billion target 
price, the Navy said. 

 
36. U.S. Sees "Manageable Risk" In F-35 Restructuring 
(REUTERS 13 FEB 12) ... Andrea Shalal-Esa 

WASHINGTON - The Pentagon on Monday confirmed plans to postpone production of 179 F-35 Joint Strike Fighters built by 
Lockheed Martin Corp over the next five years to save $15.1 billion, but it said the risk was "manageable." 

 
37. Pentagon Plan Reduces Proposed Buy Of Boeing P-8As 
(REUTERS 13 FEB 12) 

WASHINGTON - The U.S. Navy would save $5.2 billion through fiscal 2017 by buying 10 fewer Boeing Co P-8A Poseidon 
maritime surveillance planes under the Pentagon's proposed budget for fiscal 2013, according to Pentagon budget documents. 

 
38. Defense Budget Funds Missile Defense Capability Improvements--Including MEADS, PAC-3 
(DEFENSE DAILY 14 FEB 12) ... Ann Roosevelt 

In support of administration priorities, the fiscal year 2013 budget request for the Missile Defense Agency (MDA) is $7.7 billion, 
down from $8.4 billion in FY '12, with funding reductions in various programs to support Defense Department goals. 
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39. Marines Test Helo Drone To Haul MREs And H2O To FOBs 
(AOL DEFENSE 13 FEB 12) ... Richard Whittle 

WASHINGTON - The proposition can't be proven yet, but it's likely some Marines in Afghanistan who might have been killed or 
wounded since mid-December by roadside bombs, aka IEDs, are alive and well today thanks to an experimental unmanned helicopter 
the Corps is testing. 

 

BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
40. As The Military Goes, So Goes The Hampton Roads Economy 
(WVEC ABC NORFOLK 13 FEB 12) ... David Alan 

NORFOLK -- In Hampton Roads, military homecomings are more than long-awaited family reunions. They are more than 
displays of sacrifice and service. Homecomings remind us that military might is by far the engine that drives our economy. 

 
41. Reaction In Mayport: Resignation, Anger 
(FLORIDA TIMES-UNION 14 FEB 12) ... Drew Dixon 

The apparent end or at least delay of a nuclear aircraft carrier coming to Mayport brought outrage along with resignation near the 
naval base Monday. 

 
42. Pentagon Seeks More Base Closures 
(NEW LONDON DAY 14 FEB 12) ... Jennifer McDermott 

The Defense Department unveiled its $525.4 billion base budget for fiscal 2013 Monday and asked Congress to authorize not one 
but two new rounds of base closures, in 2013 and again in 2015. 

 
43. Navy Getting $280 Million To Build Explosives Handling Wharf 
(KITSAP (WA) SUN 13 FEB 12) 

BANGOR — Only one Kitsap project was funded in the military construction budget President Obama sent to Congress Monday, 
but it was a biggie. 

 
44. Pentagon Eyes $26 Mil. For Transfer Of Marines From Okinawa To Guam 
(KYODO NEWS 14 FEB 12) 

WASHINGTON -- The Defense Department said Monday it will seek a $26 million budget for the planned transfer of U.S. 
Marines based in Japan's Okinawa Prefecture to Guam for fiscal 2013, about one-sixth of the outlays it requested in the previous year's 
budget. 

 
45. Iwakuni Leaders Receive Assurance That Marines Won't Relocate From Okinawa 
(STARS AND STRIPES 14 FEB 12) ... Matthew M. Burke 

SASEBO NAVAL BASE, Japan — No U.S. Marines from Okinawa will be moving to Iwakuni as part of ongoing realignment 
efforts, Japanese officials said Tuesday. 

 
46. Navy Takes Bids Online For Old Puerto Rico Base 
Online bidders get chance for slice of closed Puerto Rico Navy base overlooking Caribbean 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 13 FEB 12) 

SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico -- The U.S. Navy is trying to find a buyer for more than 2,000 acres overlooking the Caribbean in Puerto 
Rico. 

 

NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
47. First Lady, Panetta To Unveil Spouse Employment Report 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 13 FEB 12) ... Elaine Sanchez 

WASHINGTON – Alongside some of the nation’s top officials, First Lady Michelle Obama and Dr. Jill Biden, wife of Vice 
President Joe Biden, will unveil an employment report this week intended to ease military spouses’ ongoing issues with occupational 
licenses, White House officials announced today. 

 
48. As DOD Budget Shrinks, VA Sees A 10 Percent Increase 
(STARS AND STRIPES 13 FEB 12) ... Bill Murphy Jr. 

WASHINGTON — In an era of austerity, the Department of Veterans Affairs would grow by more than 10 percent next year 
under President Obama’s budget announced Monday. 
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49. High-End Ships, Ice-Breakers Compete For Precious Coast Guard Dollars 
(NATIONAL DEFENSE 13 FEB 12) ... Eric Beidel 

The Coast Guard is down to one operational icebreaker, a less than favorable situation given the increased role the service is 
being asked to take in the Arctic. 

 
50. U.S. Uses Russian Icebreaker To Get Fuel Supplies To Antarctica 
(STARS AND STRIPES 12 FEB 12) ... Seth Robson 

McMURDO STATION, Antarctica — The U.S. is relying on a Russian icebreaker to deliver supplies to its main base in 
Antarctica thanks to continued problems with its own shrinking fleet of the cold-water vessels. 

 
51. SEALs Grab Spotlight In Hollywood 
"Act of Valor" has red-carpet premiere 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 13 FEB 12) ... Jeanette Steele 

HOLLYWOOD — Sunset Boulevard was shut down for an hour Monday night, but it wasn’t marquee-name movie stars creating 
the hoopla. 

 

OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
52. China's Long Reach 
Regime's influence undercuts U.S. values 
(WASHINGTON POST 14 FEB 12) ... Yu Jie 

Chinese dissident writers exiled to the West today get a very different response than Soviet writers received not so long ago. 
 

53. The New Rules: The Coming War With Iran 
(WORLD POLITICS REVIEW 13 FEB 12) ... Thomas P.M. Barnett 

While the debate over whether Israel will strike Iran ebbs and flows on an almost weekly basis now, a larger collision-course 
trajectory is undeniably emerging. To put it most succinctly, Iran won't back down, while Israel won't back off, and America will back 
up its two regional allies -- Israel and Saudi Arabia -- when the shooting finally starts. 

 

BBLLOOGGSS::  
54. EXCERPTS FROM BLOGS AROUND THE WORLD 
(PUBLISHED 10 – 13 FEB 12) 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. DoD Fiscal 2013 Budget Proposal Released 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 13 FEB 12) ... Department of the Navy 

WASHINGTON -- President Barack Obama sent 
Congress a proposed defense budget of $613.9 billion for 
fiscal 2013, Feb. 13. 

The request for the Department of Defense (DoD) 
includes $525.4 billion in discretionary budget authority to 
fund base defense programs and $88.5 billion to support 
Overseas Contingency Operations (OCO), primarily in 
Afghanistan. 

Of the discretionary budget, $155.9 billion represents the 
Department of the Navy's budget request. This is a decrease of 
$1.4 billion from last year's baseline appropriation. 

Rear Adm. Joseph Mulloy, deputy assistant secretary of 
the Navy for budget, briefed media at the Feb. 13 DoD budget 
press conference about the Navy portion of the budget. 

Mulloy said that during budget deliberations, a premium 
was placed on the Navy's presence in the Asia-Pacific region 
and the Middle East and took into account innovative methods 
to generate more forward presence with a smaller and leaner 
force while retaining the ability to surge as needed. Following 
the Defense Strategic Guidance, Mulloy said Navy's budget 
was built by applying the tenets of warfighting first, operate 
forward, and be ready. As a result, he believes the force will 
be leaner, agile, flexible, ready and technologically advanced 
while retaining core Navy-Marine Corps warfighting 
capabilities to operate forward, preserve the peace, respond to 
crises, and protect U.S. and allied interests. 

The $525.4 billion for the base DoD budget includes cuts 
and other initiatives that will reduce planned spending by $259 
billion over the next five years and $487 billion over ten years, 
levels that are consistent with the Budget Control Act. The 
budget adjusts programs that develop and procure military 
equipment; begins to re-size ground forces; slows the growth 
of compensation and benefit programs; continues to make 
better use of defense resources by reducing lower-priority 
programs, and restructures the defense organization to achieve 
more efficient approaches to doing business. 

Defense officials say the DoD budget request focuses on 
funding priorities for a 21st century defense that protects the 
country and sustains U.S. global leadership. It reflects the 
need for DoD and the military to adapt in order to proactively 
address the changing nature of the security environment and to 
reflect new fiscal realities. 

Highlights of the Navy budget proposal include: 

 Investment of approximately $13 billion per year in 
shipbuilding, resulting in 41 new-construction ships 
across the Future Years Defense Plan (FYDP). 
Although a decrease from the President's FY12 
Budget, the investment strives to maintain a healthy 
industrial base to ensure future innovation and 
technological advantage. 

 Overall battle force ships will be 284 in FY13. 
Shipbuilding budget changes will result in a Navy 
fleet size of more than 280 ships by the end of the 
five-year plan. 

 The ordering date of the future John F. Kennedy 
(CVN 79) has not changed; signing of the detailed 

design and construction contract in FY13 will remain 
on schedule. The construction schedule will be 
moved back two years in order to decrease pressure 
on the shipbuilding budget without impacting force 
structure. CVN 79 is the numerical replacement for 
USS Nimitz (CVN 68) and will be delivered no later 
than 2022 in order to maintain the 11-carrier force 
structure. 

 The department remains committed to a 55-ship LCS 
class. However, due to fiscal constraints, 
procurement has been slowed across the FYDP, 
reducing LCS by two ships, one of each variant. 

 The first year of full funding for LHA 8 will be 
moved from FY16 to FY17. The impact is minimal 
since LHA 8 also has advance procurement funding 
in FY15 and FY16. Construction and delivery 
timelines are not affected. LHA 8 is anticipated to be 
operational approximately one year after delivery in 
the FY25 timeframe. 

 Retirement of seven guided missile cruisers: USS 
Cowpens (CG 63), USS Anzio (CG 68), USS 
Vicksburg (CG 69), USS Port Royal (CG 73), in 
FY13; and USS Gettysburg (CG 64), USS Chosin 
(CG 65) and USS Hue City (CG 66) in FY14. Two 
Amphibious Dock Landing Ships will also be retired 
during the FYDP: USS Whidbey Island (LSD 41) 
and USS Tortuga (LSD 46). All nine ships will be 
retired before the end of their service lives which is 
consistent with working more efficiently and cost-
effectively in this resource-constrained environment. 

 Support for development efforts for the Ohio class 
replacement program continue, but at reduced levels. 
Virginia class procurement was reduced in the FYDP 
from 10 SSNs to nine (delayed procurement of 1 SSN 
from FY14 to FY18). To mitigate the large undersea 
strike capacity lost when SSGN retires in 2026-2028, 
the Navy is investing in research and development 
for the Virginia Payload Module. 

 The Department continues to procure aircraft at 
sufficient levels to meet fielding and combat 
requirements with manageable risk (765 aircraft 
across the FYDP). However, many programs have 
been delayed or reduced. Joint Strike Fighters (F-35 
B/C) are reduced by nearly 50 percent across the 
FYDP (21 F-35B and 48 F-35C models reduced). 
Additional reductions include P-8A, MV-22B, MH-
60R, and KC-130J. 

 While funding for unmanned aerial vehicles has been 
reduced, it remains robust despite a delay in the 
Unmanned Carrier Launched Airborne Surveillance 
and Strike program and termination of the Medium 
Range Maritime Unmanned Aerial System. 

 The proposed budget protects development of new 
sea-based intelligence, surveillance, and 
reconnaissance (ISR) systems and other maritime 
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capabilities (Fire Scout, Small Tactical Unmanned 
Air System, and Broad Area Maritime Surveillance). 

 The budget proposal reflects the department's 
commitment to taking care of its Sailors, Marines, 
Civilians and their families and continues the 
investments needed to ensure they remain the world's 
premier maritime force. A 1.7 percent military basic 
pay increase that reflects the economic conditions of 
the country is proposed in FY13 and FY14. Pay 
growth is slowed in FY15 and beyond over the FYDP 
to achieve more control over personnel costs while 
also keeping pay competitive. 

The separate OCO budget totals $88.5 billion, $26.6 
billion below the fiscal 2012 enacted budget of $115.1 billion. 

The proposed budget reflects the withdrawal of combat troops 
from Iraq in December 2011, as well as savings due to 
operational progress in Afghanistan and the transition to 
Afghan responsibility for security. 

To view the proposed FY 2013 DoN budget documents, 
visit http://www.finance.hq.navy.mil/fmb/13pres/books.htm. 

Highlights of the proposed DoD budget are outlined at 
http://www.defense.gov/news/2013budget.pdf. For more 
information and to view the entire fiscal 2013 budget 
proposal, visit http://www.budget.mil and download the "FY 
2013 Budget Request Overview Book." To view budget-
related transcripts, visit http://www.defense.gov/transcripts. 

View Clip (RT: 0:35) 
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2. Navy Budget Request Avoids Deep Cuts 
(NAVY TIMES 13 FEB 12) ... Sam Fellman and Joshua Stewart 

The Navy’s $170.1 billion budget request, released 
Monday, suggests the Navy has emerged a relative winner in 
the latest round of belt-tightening. 

The request includes $155.9 billion in baseline funds and 
$14.2 billion in war funds, altogether a 1.7 percent drop from 
last year. The service’s main concessions are reducing the 
number of ships built over the next five years and retiring 
seven cruisers and two dock landing ships earlier than 
anticipated. By comparison, the Air Force is retiring 130 
airplanes, and the Army and Marine Corps are shedding tens 
of thousands of troops over the next few years. 

But that doesn’t mean the cuts won’t be felt. Thousands 
of jobs are disappearing over the next few years, and for the 
first time in at least a decade, operations funds would increase 
as personnel costs drop. 

The budget must be approved by Congress and signed by 
the president. 

Manning is set to drop, the budget makes clear. As a 
result of last fall’s enlisted retention boards, which cut 2,946 
sailors, the Navy is already well below congressionally 
mandated end strength for 2012. And between now and Sept. 
1, 2013, the Navy will have to cut active-duty manning by 
1,022 to get to an end strength of 322,700. 

Manpower drops further after 2013. By September 2015, 
another 4,400 jobs will be cut before adding 1,000 positions 
the following year. 

“The bottom line: the Navy’s got end strength going flat” 
over the next five years, said Rear Adm. Joseph Mulloy, 
deputy assistant secretary of the Navy for budget. The 
fluctuations there, he continued, “reflect some of the 
decommissionings, other changes.” 

In all, the Navy expects to spend $17.9 billion less on 
personnel over the next five years than previously planned. 
Additionally, over the next five years operation and 
maintenance funding is going down $2.6 billion, procurement 
is going down $32 billion, research and development by $2.3 
billion and infrastructure spending by $3.3 billion. 

The Navy is continuing to invest in more planes and 
battle-force ships, while spending more on developing the F-
35 Lightning II joint strike fighter and other future weapons. 

Aviation 
The budget calls for 192 new aircraft next year. It 

includes six F-35Bs, a jump-jet variant Marines will use, and 

four F-35Cs, a Navy version with bigger wings and sturdier 
landing gear for carrier operations. 

Spending is going up for research and development for 
the F-35, going from $1.310 billion to $1.481 billion. It’s 
unclear if the figures included in Navy documents refer to all 
three variants or just the Navy and Marine versions. As the P-
8 Poseidon moves closer to entering operations, research and 
development funding for the next-generation maritime patrol 
aircraft is dropping from $609 million to $421 million. 

The Navy wants 26 new F/A-18 E/F Super Hornets, the 
biggest fixed-wing purchase. It is unclear if those planes will 
be used by the Navy or Marine Corps. 

The Navy also plans to buy 37 MH-60 helicopters. 
Those new aircraft should get put to good use: funding for 

flight operations is going up slightly. Including operations in 
Afghanistan, funding is going from $4.8 billion to $4.9 billion. 

Flying hours are staying “relatively flat,” as is aircraft 
maintenance levels, Mulloy said. 

Ships And Submarines 
The request calls for building 10 ships at a total cost of 

$10.9 billion. In fiscal 2013, the Navy plans to build two 
Virginia-class attack submarines, two destroyers, four littoral 
combat ships, one joint high-speed vessel and begin funding 
for the latest Ford-class aircraft carrier, the John F. Kennedy. 
Across the next five years, the plan outlines 41 ships to be 
built, including nine Virginia-class attack subs, nine destroyers 
and 16 LCS hulls. 

As part of an effort to save money, the Navy is 
decommissioning nine ships early. In fiscal 2013, the plan 
calls for retiring the cruisers Cowpens, Anzio, Vicksburg and 
Port Royal. Retiring the following year would be cruisers 
Gettysburg, Chosin and Hue City, and dock landing ships 
Whidbey Island and Tortuga. 

Depot-level maintenance for ships is fully funded at $6.4 
billion, a rise from last year. Ship operation spending, which 
funds underway days deployed and non-deployed, also has 
been bumped up to $5.2 billion. 

Construction 
The construction budget is shrinking. Last near the Navy 

budgeted $1.129 billion for construction worldwide, a figure 
that includes projects in Iraq and Afghanistan, but only $1.011 
billion has been budgeted for the next year. 
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Military construction has a “significant drop over time” 
and largely focuses on projects that support direct military 
needs, things like hangars, maintenance depots and other 
facilities that play a direct role in operations rather than 
support facilities like family housing, Mulloy said. 

The new budget does not show any funds overseas; 
operations in Iraq ended in the last year, and operations in 
Afghanistan have slowed. 

The budget sidelines the long-standing goal to relocate a 
nuclear-powered aircraft carrier to Mayport because it shifted 

the infrastructure spending needed to support the move out of 
the five-year budget forecast, Mulloy confirmed to reporters. 

“It effectively delays it,” he said of the deferred funding. 
“Strategic dispersal is still a strategic need,” he continued. 
“But it did take out the [military construction] as required for a 
carrier.” 

The family housing budget, however, is going up. On the 
construction side, it’s increasing from $101 million to $102 
million, while the operations budget is jumping from $368 
million to $378 million. 

Return to Index 
 

3. Pentagon Takes $1.6 Billion From Lockheed F-35 Jet In Biggest Defense Cut 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 13 FEB 12) ... Tony Capaccio and Gopal Ratnam 

The Pentagon’s proposed $525 billion budget for fiscal 
year 2013 would seek the most savings on weapons by 
reducing purchases of Lockheed Martin Corp.’s F-35 Joint 
Strike Fighter, the military’s costliest program. 

The Defense Department would cut $1.6 billion from the 
F-35 program by eliminating 13 planned aircraft, part of $18 
billion in weapons cuts proposed in the budget that President 
Barack Obama sent to Congress today for the year beginning 
Oct. 1. 

The proposed spending plan of $525.4 billion is $45 
billion less than projected a year ago and the first installment 
in an 8.5 percent reduction by 2021. With $88.5 billion in war 
spending added in, the Pentagon total would come to $613.9 
billion, down $31.8 billion from the amount enacted by 
Congress for this year. 

Representative Howard “Buck” McKeon of California, 
the Republican chairman of the House Armed Services 
Committee, criticized Obama’s budget proposal. 

Obama’s priorities will reduce “resources for our 
struggling armed forces and redirect them to exploding 
domestic bureaucracies,” McKeon said in a statement. “This 
budget reflects a true reduction, in real terms, of military 
spending while we have troops in combat.” 

The budget request marks the third consecutive year of 
slower growth in military spending since former Defense 
Secretary Robert Gates told Congress in January 2009 that 
“the spigot of defense spending that opened on 9/11 is 
closing.” 

Cuts By Categories 
The Pentagon is proposing to cut $259 billion through 

2017 from previous plans through reductions of $94 billion in 
weapons procurement, $69 billion in military personnel, $60 
billion in operations and maintenance, $19 billion in military 
construction and $17 billion in research and development. 

The budget proposal provides $9.17 billion for 29 F-35 
aircraft, two fewer than this year. The Pentagon also proposed 
delaying the purchase of 179 F-35s beyond 2017 for a total of 
$15.1 billion in savings. 

The cut in funding for the F-35 built by Bethesda, 
Maryland-based Lockheed results from “changing priorities, 
funding constraints and the need to reduce” the overlap 
between the program’s development and initial production, the 
Pentagon said in its budget documents. 

McKeon criticized the Pentagon for planning to reduce 
military compensation and for failing to plan for so-called 
sequester, automatic defense cuts of as much as $500 billion 
that are scheduled to start taking effect in January 2013. 

Panetta Before Congress 
Defense Secretary Leon Panetta will be questioned about 

the budget by lawmakers, starting with a scheduled 
appearance tomorrow before the Senate Armed Services 
Committee. 

Panetta presented the strategic backdrop for the budget on 
Jan. 26, outlining a strategy that places increased emphasis on 
the Asia-Pacific region while retaining a Middle East focus. 
The Pentagon promised in budget documents today “a force 
that is smaller and leaner, but also agile, ready, flexible and 
technologically advanced.” 

More resources will go to special operations such as the 
commando unit that killed al-Qaeda leader Osama bin Laden 
last year. 

Electronic Warfare 
To deliver on the strategy, today’s budget proposal would 

provide $1.8 billion for unspecified upgrades to tactical 
sensors and electronic warfare systems, $600 million in fiscal 
2014 for a new floating command base and $300 million for a 
new bomber. 

In addition to the F-35, the Pentagon seeks savings in 
fiscal 2013 of: $1.3 billion from delays in the Army’s new 
Ground Combat Vehicles program; $800 million from 
truncating purchases of Northrop Grumman Corp.’s Global 
Hawk drones; and $600 million from delaying by two years 
starting development on a new ballistic missile submarine, the 
SSBN(X). 

An additional $400 million would be saved from reduced 
purchases of the V-22 Osprey, a tilt-rotor aircraft built by 
Boeing Co. and the Bell Helicopter unit of Textron Inc., while 
$200 million more would be saved by canceling a program to 
upgrade the Army’s all-terrain Humvees. 

Winners, Losers 
Boeing and Raytheon Co. may be among the winners in 

the Pentagon’s proposed budget, Roman Schweizer, a 
Washington-based defense policy analyst at the investment 
firm Guggenheim Partners, said in a note to clients. 

“Boeing’s franchise aircraft programs appear to be in 
great shape,” Schweizer wrote. Proposed funding for the 
company’s Air Force tankers, AH-64 Apache helicopters and 
P8-A Poseidon surveillance planes are all “up substantially,” 
compared with this year, he said. Funding for Raytheon’s 
missiles, including the Advanced Medium Range Air-to-Air 
Missile, AIM-9X and Joint Standoff Weapon, “are either 
about even or up significantly,” Schweizer said. 

Oshkosh Corp., General Dynamics Corp. and United 
Technologies Corp.’s Sikorsky unit may be losers, with 
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funding for their programs declining “significantly,” while 
Lockheed and Textron may emerge as neither winners nor 
losers, according to Schweizer. 

The Standard & Poor’s 500 Aerospace & Defense Index 
rose less than 1 percent at the close in New York trading. The 
biggest gainers were Textron, United Technologies and 
Raytheon. 

Textron gained 4 percent to $28.04. Oshkosh, whose 
medium- duty trucks for the Army would be cut back under 
the budget plan, fell 5 percent to $23.68. Lockheed Martin 
rose 72 cents to $88.23. 

Base Closings 
The Pentagon also is requesting congressional authority to 

begin two additional rounds of domestic base closings in 2013 
and 2015, a politically sensitive proposal in an election year, 
as troops are reduced almost to the levels before the Iraq war. 

The budget documents include for the first time this year 
numerous examples of spending reductions and increases 
planned for 2013 through 2017, useful information for defense 
contractors making long-range plans. 

The Navy intends to spend $17.7 billion in fiscal 2013 on 
Navy and Military Sealift Command shipbuilding and $83.7 
billion through 2017. The programs benefit Huntington Ingalls 
Industries Inc., General Dynamics, Lockheed Martin and 
Austal Ltd. 

Missile defense spending is projected at $9.7 billion in 
2013 and $47.4 billion through 2017. 

The Pentagon intends to spend $25.1 billion through 2017 
for “strategic deterrence,” including improvements for the B61 
nuclear bomb, D5 Trident missiles and Minuteman III missile 
arsenal. 

Air Force, Navy 
The Air Force plans to request $6.3 billion for a new 

bomber through 2017. The Army wants to spend $5.7 billion 
through 2017 on buying new Boeing CH-47 Chinook 
helicopters or improving current ones. 

The Navy plans to buy 10 fewer of Chicago-based 
Boeing’s P- 8 Poseidon maritime reconnaissance aircraft, 
saving $5.2 billion through 2017. 

Cancellation of the Defense Weather Satellite System by 
Northrop Grumman, based in Falls Church, Virginia, would 
save $2.3 billion through 2017, and truncating the Block 30 
version of Northrop’s Global Hawk drone saves $2.5 billion 
over five years. 

Lockheed Martin’s Thaad missile interceptor program 
would be trimmed by 150 weapons through 2017, for $1.8 
billion in savings. 

Canceling eight Austal Joint High Speed Vessels would 
save $1.5 billion through 2017, including $200 million in 
2013. 

Pace Of Reductions 
The fiscal 2013 budget proposal is 2.3 percent less, 

adjusted for inflation, than this year’s budget. The Pentagon 
projects a 1.6 percent reduction in inflation-adjusted spending 
power from 2013 to 2017. 

By contrast, the base defense budget grew from 2002 to 
2009 at an average inflation-adjusted rate of 4 percent 
annually. 

Base budget reductions would deepen from $45 billion 
next year to $53 billion in fiscal 2014 and $54 billion by 2017, 
according to administration figures outlining the first five 
years of the Pentagon’s proposed deficit-reduction plan. 

To save $29.4 billion through 2017, the Pentagon also is 
proposing to provide smaller pay raises starting in 2015 and to 
increase enrollment fees and deductibles for new entrants into 
the military’s TRICARE For Life program. The health-
insurance system costs are requiring the services to set aside 
as much as $11 billion annually. 

The budget doesn’t propose revamping the military 
retirement system to save money, instead recommending that 
Congress set up a Retirement Modernization Commission. 

The cumulative personnel changes would save $11 billion 
in fiscal 2013, the Pentagon said. 

Personnel Cuts 
The Defense Department proposes reducing military 

personnel by 31,300, or 1.4 percent, from this year. Including 
cuts this year, military personnel, including Reserve and 
National Guard units, would be reduced by about 124,000 
through 2017. 

Personnel levels would drop to 2,238,400 from 2,269,700 
this year. The total would be 2,145,800 by 2017. 

Army forces will be reduced by less than 1 percent to 
1,115,300 in 2013 and drop to 1,048,200 in 2017. The Navy 
would have 1.7 percent fewer personnel, for 385,200 in 2013, 
and face a reduction of 3.9 percent to 376,600 people by 2017. 

The Marines will be down to 236,900 in 2013, or 2 
percent less than this year. By 2017, the Marines face a 
reduction of 8.3 percent to 221,700. 

The Air Force will have a total of 501,000 personnel in 
2013, or 1.9 percent fewer people than this year. In 2017, the 
Air Force’s personnel will decline to 499,300. 

High Priorities 
The Pentagon lists as “high-priority initiatives” 

investments in special operations forces, unmanned systems, 
cyber defense, ballistic missile defense, satellites and Boeing’s 
KC-46A tanker, which sees a funding increase to $1.82 billion 
next year from $877 million this year. 

The budget calls for spending $8 billion on the purchase 
and launch of Lockheed Martin and Boeing satellites, 22 
percent less than this year. Still, the military is planning $40.1 
billion through 2017 for space purchases. 

The budget requests $3.4 billion for cyber security in 
fiscal 2013 and $18 billion through 2017. 

The General Dynamics WIN-T program is highlighted as 
the Army’s “cornerstone tactical communications systems,” 
receiving $1.2 billion in fiscal 2013 and $6.1 billion through 
2017. 

The proposed base budget for weapons spending is $98.8 
billion in fiscal 2013, or about $18 billion less than projected 
previously; $104.3 billion in fiscal 2014, or $21.6 billion less; 
$112.3 billion in fiscal 2015, or $17.2 billion less; $116.3 
billion in 2016, or $20.9 billion less; and $122.9 billion in 
2017 or $16.8 billion less. 

Return to Index 
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4. Aircraft Carrier Stays, Amphib Ship To Go, Under Proposed Budget 
(NEWPORT NEWS DAILY PRESS 13 FEB 12) ... Cory Nealon 

Hampton Roads would keep all of its aircraft carriers — 
at least for the time being — but lose an amphibious assault 
ship under President Barack Obama's proposed budget. 

The plans unfurled in a flurry of statements issued 
Monday by Congress members from Virginia and Florida. 

Obama did not include money needed to make Naval 
Station Mayport — near Jacksonville, Fla. — capable of 
hosting a nuclear-powered aircraft. Virginia congressmen, 
who spoke with senior Pentagon officials last week, said the 
decision indicates that the Navy had scrapped the 
controversial plan. 

"It's a win, a strong win for Hampton Roads," said Rep. 
Scott Rigell, R-Virginia Beach, whose district includes Naval 
Station Norfolk, home to all five East Coast carriers. 

Estimated to cost hundreds of millions of dollars, the 
project would be fiscally irresponsible, especially since the 
Defense Department is under White House orders to trim its 
budget, Rigell said in a joint statement with Reps. Randy 
Forbes, R-Chesapeake, and Rob Wittman, R-Westmoreland. 

"With the need for efficient and effective use of all federal 
dollars, today's announcement is a victory not only for 
Hampton Roads, but for all taxpayers concerned about 
redundancy in government resources during tough economic 
times," Wittman said. 

Rep. Robert C. "Bobby" Scott, D-Newport News, issued a 
statement saying the decision was a "tremendous victory both 
for sound fiscal planning and especially the citizens of 
Hampton Roads." 

The U.S. Government Accountability Office estimated the 
cost of renovating Mayport to accomodate a nuclear-powered 
carrier would be $258.7 million to $356 million. The Navy 
earlier estimated the cost at more than $537 million. 

Rep. Ander Crenshaw, R-Florida, whose district includes 
Mayport, also said he spoke with Navy brass. He said a carrier 
will be moved to Florida, just not in time to meet the 
previously announced 2019 deadline. 

"The good news is I've been assured by the Chief of 
Naval Operations (CNO) that the Navy remains committed to 

a strategic dispersal of assets and to homeporting a nuclear 
aircraft carrier at Naval Station Mayport," he said in a 
statement. 

Lt. Courtney Hillson, a Navy spokeswoman at the 
Pentagon, confirmed that the Navy still plans to move a carrier 
to Florida but she did not say when. 

The Navy announced in 2008 that it would move one 
carrier from Norfolk to Florida to replace the conventionally 
powered USS John F. Kennedy, which was decommissioned 
in 2007. 

Florida lawmakers and the Navy said that spreading out 
the East Coast fleet — which the Navy does on the West 
Coast — would bolster national security and improve the 
nation's ability to respond to emergencies. 

Republican and Democratic lawmakers in Virginia 
countered that, because the fleet is constantly deployed, the 
carriers are already spread out. 

The exact number of jobs at stake isn't known, but it's 
substantial. For example, the USS George H.W. Bush has a 
crew of about 5,700 including its air wing. The figure doesn't 
include other ships in the carrier strike group. 

While Florida lawmakers bemoaned the carrier decision, 
they were optimistic about Navy plans to move an amphibious 
assault ship and two support ships to Mayport starting in 2015. 
The three ships account for nearly 2,000 Sailors and their 
families, Crenshaw said. 

They didn't name the ship, but Dan McLaughlin, a 
spokesman for U.S. Sen. Bill Nelson, D-Florida, confirmed it 
is currently homeported in Norfolk. The USS Bataan, the USS 
Wasp, the USS Iwo Jima and the USS Kearsarge are 
homeported at Naval Station Norfolk. 

Represenatives of Rigell and Forbes declined to comment 
on the matter, saying the Navy is expected to release more 
information Tuesday. 

"We're waiting for more details from the Navy," said Joe 
Hack, a Forbes spokesman. 

Hillson confirmed the Navy is planning the move. 
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5. Transition Benefits: Fleet Engagement Team Focuses on Post-ERB Assistance 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 13 FEB 12) ... Clark Pierce, Editor, Jax Air News 

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. -- The Post-Enlisted Retention 
Board Fleet Engagement Team from Navy Personnel 
Command presented a full day of transition assistance briefs 
Feb. 9 aboard Naval Air Station Jacksonville to Sailors not 
selected for retention by the fiscal year 2012 ERB. 

Most audience members raised their hands when asked if 
they were taking advantage of the Fleet and Family Support 
Center TAP (Transition Assistance Program) workshops. 

"Because ERB is a unique action for the Navy, the Bureau 
of Naval Personnel (BUPERS) placed a priority on interfacing 
with the fleet to publicize the latest policies, as well as bring 
questions about those policies back to BUPERS," said Capt. 
Steve Holmes, director of Military Community Management. 

In his opening brief to more than 75 Sailors and some of 
their family members, Holmes explained, "Our visit at NAS 
Jacksonville is to complement your ongoing transition efforts. 
The more we increase your understanding of the post-board 

processes - the better prepared you'll be for a successful 
transition." 

"Most of our audiences are very receptive to the 
information on transitional benefits. We've also had some very 
informative sessions with spouses because, obviously, they're 
as emotionally vested as their service member. One area of 
concern is protecting medical benefits, which for the long-
term may include affiliating with the Select Reserve," said 
Holmes. 

Also in attendance were two representatives from the 
outplacement firm of Challenger, Gray and Christmas Inc., 
which has contracted with the Navy to provide personalized 
career coaching and job search assistance. 

"As the lead Navy career counselor for my command, I 
like the content of this brief," said Navy Counselor Master 
Chief Mary Burroughs of U.S. Fleet Forces Command. "One 
of our Sailors' big concerns are their spouse and their house - 
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and how transition benefits can help point them to a more 
secure future. As long as ERB-affected Sailors are proactive 
and engaged in utilizing their transition benefits, such as TAP 
and outplacement services, I believe they'll be well positioned 
to realize their next career move after separation." 

Aviation Electrician's Mate 1st Class Melvin Young of 
Helicopter Anti-Submarine Squadron 11 attended the brief 
with his wife. They learned he would not be retained last 
November. 

"I'm still unhappy about our situation. Today, I'd like to 
hear a better explanation of how the board determined 
eligibility and evaluated sustained superior performance," he 
said. "As for post-separation plans, we'll be moving to 
Tennessee, where I plan to use my G.I. Bill to finish my 
degree. I'm also one of the fortunate few who qualify for the 

temporary early retirement authority (TERA) for Sailors who 
have completed at least 15 years of service." 

TERA is a temporary, voluntary program that offers 
voluntary early retirement at a reduced monthly stipend to 
eligible members with 15 to 20 years of active service. 

Aviation Electronics Technician 2nd Class Sakima 
Haynes, of Southeast Regional Calibration Center, had more 
than 14 years in when notified of his ERB status. "Like most 
everybody, I felt that I was unfairly designated by the board -
but that's water under the bridge now. Since then, I qualified 
for TERA, completed my TAP workshops and am getting 
ready to move to Atlanta, where I'll attend Oglethorpe 
University." 

For more information, contact the NPC Customer Support 
Center at 1-866-827-5672 or cscmailbox@navy.mil. 
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CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
6. USS Frank Cable Arrives In Portland 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 13 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist Seaman Apprentice Chris Salisbury, USS Frank Cable Public 
Affairs 

PORTLAND, Ore. -- Submarine tender USS Frank Cable 
(AS 40) arrived in Portland, Ore., for a regular overhaul and 
dry-docking Feb. 10. 

"I'm excited to be back in the States," said Personnel 
Specialist Seaman Apprentice Deven Gonzales, a Sailor 
assigned to Frank Cable. "I'm hoping to do a lot of cycling and 
sightseeing in Oregon." 

During their four week passage from Guam to Oregon, 
Sailors on board the Frank Cable enjoyed a week in Pearl 
Harbor, Hawaii; worked on qualifications; and participated in 
many fire, flooding, man-overboard and abandoned ship drills. 

"The Sailors' primary mission in Portland is to support the 
shipyard to ensure a smooth yard period, providing force 
protection for the ship," said Master Chief Hull Technician 
Kenneth Wagner, repair master chief on board Frank Cable. 
"Sailors, on their off time, will have opportunities to take in 
the sites here in the Northwest region." 

Wagner said the purpose of the ROH is to conduct 
engineering repair, hull preservation and provide material 
upgrades to the ship. 

"The dry-docking availability should result in a 
significant improvement in the material condition of the ship," 
said Capt. Pete Hildreth, Frank Cable's commanding officer. 
"As a result of this maintenance period, Frank Cable should 
not need to go back in dock for scheduled maintenance for 
eight years. This will allow Frank Cable to focus on its 
primary mission of conducting submarine repair in the 
Western Pacific." 

Submarine tender USS Emory S. Land (AS 39) is 
temporarily relieving Frank Cable from conducting 
maintenance of submarines and surface vessels deployed in 
the 7th Fleet area of responsibility. 

Following the dry-docking and maintenance, sea trials 
will be conducted prior to Frank Cable transitioning back to 
Guam. 
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7. USS Port Royal Returns To Honolulu 
The Guided-Missile Cruiser Returns From Independent Deployment 
(KITV ABC HONOLULU 13 FEB 12) 

The USS Port Royal returned to its home base at Pearl 
Harbor Monday after over seven months of being deployed. 

The guided-missile cruiser assisted in missions in Asia 
and the Middle East, notably in Iraq. 

The vessel's crew of more than 300 officers and enlisted 
Sailors were greeted by family and friends, many of which had 
Valentine's Day themed signs. 

The navy ship helped in transferring the defense of Iraqi 
territorial waters and several oil terminals to the Iraqi navy 
and Iraqi marines. 

View Clip (RT:0:47) 
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8. USS George H.W. Bush Wins Battle "E" 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 11 FEB 12) ... USS George H.W. Bush Public Affairs 

USS GEORGE H.W. BUSH At sea -- USS George H.W. 
Bush (CVN 77) was named the top aircraft carrier in the 
Atlantic Fleet in the 2011 Commander Naval Air Force 

Aircraft Carrier Battle Efficiency and Departmental Awards 
program, Feb. 10. 

The Battle Efficiency Award, or Battle "E,” recognizes 
superior operational performance, assessing the command's 
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accomplishments during training exercises and various 
command inspections. The crew of George H.W. Bush won 
the honors on the heels of the ship's first combat deployment. 
It was a clean sweep for the Navy's newest aircraft carrier, 
with a full 13 departmental awards and an additional nod to 
the combined USS George H.W. Bush/Carrier Air Wing 
EIGHT carrier maintenance team, making George H.W. Bush 
the only operational carrier to win honors in all categories. 

"Winning the Battle "E" is a great accomplishment and a 
testament to the skill of any crew, but it's all the more 
meaningful when you consider the fact that our crew earned it 
during the ship's maiden deployment - the first deployment 
ever for 40 percent of our Sailors," said commanding officer 
Capt. Brian "Lex" Luther. 

The Battle "E" Award is based on a comprehensive 
overview of the ship's battle readiness, assessing a variety of 
factors from the number of days the command spent at sea to 
its performance in competitive exercises such as precision 
anchoring evolutions to the ship's safety record. 

"Congratulations to USS CARL VINSON (CVN 70) and 
USS GEORGE H.W. BUSH (CVN 77) for your selection as 
the 2011 Battle "E" winners. Congratulations as well to all 
departmental winners on your hard work and demonstrated 
performance. The Sailors and officers of these carriers 
continue to achieve and surpass the high standards of those 
who have gone before. We are proud of the operational 
excellence and sound fiscal execution that you have displayed. 
You have our personal congratulations on a job well done," 
read a combined message from Commander, Naval Air Forces 
Vice Adm. Allen G. Myers and Commander, Naval Air Forces 
Atlantic Rear Adm. Ted N. Branch. 

"I think the very essence of our success was teamwork. 
We had a common goal and we worked together to achieve 
that," said Command Master Chief (SW/AW) David Colton. 
"A key element of that is leadership. We train ourselves and 
we train our subordinates, and that's culminated in the clean 
sweep. I'm exceptionally proud of every member of this crew, 
because every one of them played a role in this, from the 
Sailors launching the aircraft up on deck to the Sailors 
working in the ship's laundry, it was truly an all hands effort 
that paid off." 

"To the Sailors of USS GEORGE H.W. BUSH, 
congratulations on winning the 2011 COMNAVAIRLANT 
Carrier Battle "E" Award. Your sustained leadership led your 
team through a highly successful combat deployment in 

support of our continued war on terror, and has also 
culminated in your selection as the CNAL Battle "E" winner. 
Your commitment to excellence cannot be understated," read a 
separate message from Rear Adm. Branch. This is an 
incredible achievement for a ship that has just completed her 
maiden deployment and I look forward to future 
accomplishments. Please extend my heartiest congratulations 
to each member of your ship for a job well done." 

USS George H.W. Bush was the only operational carrier 
to sweep the departmental "E" competitions, earning the 
following honors: 

 Air Dept. - Yellow E 

 Aircraft Intermediate Maintenance Dept. - Black E 

 Combat Systems Dept. - Green CS 

 Damage Control - Red DC 

 Deck Dept. - White Crossed Anchors with Black D 

 Health Services Dept. - Blue M 

 Navigation Dept. - White Ship's Wheel 

 Operations Dept. - Green E 

 Reactor Dept. - Red E 

 Safety Dept. - Green S 

 Security - Black S 

 Supply Dept. - Blue E 

 Weapons Dept. - Black W 

 Carrier Maintenance - Purple E 

USS George H.W. Bush was also named a recipient of the 
U.S. Fleet Forces FY-11 Retention Excellence Award, also 
known as the "Golden Anchor," which recognizes the 
command's career information program, minimal attrition 
among junior Sailors, and exception management in support of 
retention programs. Ships winning the Retention Excellence 
Award are authorized to paint their anchors gold. 

"Your successes represent your command's commitment 
to the growth and development of your Sailors and will serve 
as the foundation of fleet readiness. Congratulations and well 
done," read the message from Commander, Fleet Forces 
Command Adm. John C. Harvey. 

USS George H.W. Bush is currently underway 
conducting carrier qualifications. 
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9. USS Carl Vinson Awarded 2011 Battle "E" 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 13 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Byron C. Linder, USS Carl Vinson Public Affairs 

USS CARL VINSON, At Sea -- Commander, Naval Air 
Forces awarded the 2011 Battle Efficiency (Battle "E") for 
West Coast-based aircraft carriers to Sailors of the Nimitz-
class aircraft carrier USS Carl Vinson (CVN 70) Feb. 10. 

Vinson Commanding Officer Capt. Kent D. Whalen 
congratulated the Vinson Sailors who made the award 
possible. 

"It is terrific to see this ship and crew receive this kind of 
recognition. It is a testament to their hard work and dedication 
and very appropriate for the announcement to come while 
forward deployed conducting combat operations," he said. 
"The spirit and enthusiasm on Carl Vinson amazes me every 

day. I couldn't be prouder of what these Sailors have 
accomplished." 

The annual award was the culmination of 2011's 365 
operational days, of which Vinson Sailors spent 235 at sea. 
This is Vinson's sixth Battle "E" overall, having previously 
earned the distinction in 1990, 1996, 1998, 2001 and 2004. 
This marks the first Battle "E" since returning from a refueling 
complex overhaul in 2009. 

"I am very proud of our crew and honored to be a part of 
the team. I see their dedication and professionalism every day, 
and I am thankful they are being recognized for their 
accomplishments in 2011," said Executive Officer Cmdr. Paul 
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Spedero. "I know our Sailors will wear the Battle "E" with 
pride and continue to serve our Navy with honor, courage and 
commitment." 

The Battle "E" is designed to measure and recognize a 
command's sustained superior performance and battle 
efficiency in an operational environment through the calendar 
year. 

Command Master Chief April Beldo noted the importance 
of teamwork in the achievement. 

"This is something I'll remember the rest of my career and 
long after. Look back at what this crew has accomplished, and 
there can be no doubt as to whether they deserved the "E"," 
she said. "Their spirit has been overwhelming and their will to 
succeed is the reason we're celebrating this. Individually, these 
Sailors are outstanding. Collectively, they are unbeatable." 

Vinson earned 14 departmental efficiency awards for 
2011 as part of the assessment - the Air Department Yellow 
"E," Aircraft Intermediate Maintenance Department Black 
"E," Combat Systems Green "CS," Damage Control Red 
"DC," Deck White Crossed Anchors with Black "D," 
Engineering Red "E," Medical Blue "M," Navigation White 
Ship's Wheel, Operations Green "E", Safety Green "S", 
Security Black "S", Supply Blue "E", Weapons Black "W", 
and Carrier Maintenance Purple "E”. 

"Our Sailors answered every bell with enthusiasm, 
technical expertise, an eye on safety and great pride in service. 
You don't win a Battle "E" on appearances. You have to excel 
in every area," said Rear Adm. Thomas K. Shannon, 

commander, Carrier Strike Group 1 (CSG 1). "Carl Vinson 
Sailors clearly demonstrated sustained superior performance, 
operational effectiveness and continuous readiness above all 
others. I couldn't be more proud." 

Lt. Cmdr. Amy Hunt, Vinson's training officer, noted 
despite the different criteria for earning a departmental award, 
one common factor ran through the individual successes. 

"We earned it because the Sailors worked really hard all 
year long," she said. "There were a lot of competitive 
exercises the departments had to perform. Whenever we had a 
graded general quarters drill, those went into the overall ship's 
grade." 

Vinson Sailors were charged with completing 110 graded 
exercises throughout the year. These evolutions were spread 
out over nine departments. 

"We trained very well and very hard, and our grades for 
those exercises were very good. We had two back-to-back 
combat deployments, and we demonstrated we were the go-to 
ship," Hunt said, citing Vinson's service in the 2011 Quicken 
Loans Carrier Classic NCAA basketball game. "Any time we 
were tasked with something, we did it. And we have a very 
good reputation as a ship because of our hardworking Sailors." 

Carl Vinson, embarked Carrier Air Wing (CVW) 17, 
guided-missile destroyer USS Halsey (DDG 97), and guided-
missile cruiser USS Bunker Hill (CG 52) comprise CSG 1. 
CSG 1 is conducting maritime theater security operations in 
the U.S. 5th Fleet area of responsibility. 
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GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
10. China's Xi Jinping Warns U.S. Against Military Focus Within Asia-Pacific 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 14 FEB 12) ... Shaun Tandon 

WASHINGTON -- China's likely next leader Xi Jinping 
warned the United States against plans to boost its military 
strength in Asia as he prepared for a closely watched visit to 
Washington starting Monday. 

China's vice president, who is tipped to rule the rising 
Asian power until 2023, called on the United States to 
prioritize economic growth and promised anew that Beijing 
would address foreign concerns about its currency's value. 

In a written interview with The Washington Post, Xi said 
the Pacific Ocean had “ample space” for both China and the 
United States but insisted that Asian countries were concerned 
foremost with “economic prosperity.” 

“At a time when people long for peace, stability and 
development, to deliberately give prominence to the military 
security agenda, scale up military deployment and strengthen 
military alliances is not really what most countries in the 
region hope to see,” Xi said. 

“We welcome a constructive role by the United States in 
promoting peace, stability and prosperity in the region. We 
also hope that the United States will fully respect and 
accommodate the major interests and legitimate concerns of 
Asia-Pacific countries,” he said. 

U.S. President Barack Obama, while seeking to trim vast 
military spending in response to budget pressure, has vowed to 
boost power in Asia where a number of nations have voiced 
concern at what they charge is a more assertive China. 

The United States has moved in recent months to send 
troops to Australia and the Philippines. It has also sought to 
increase military ties with Vietnam and Singapore, while 
maintaining longstanding bases in Japan and South Korea. 

On Monday, Chinese foreign ministry spokesman Liu 
Weimin emphasized the importance of trust between the two 
countries. 

“We always believe that the two countries are not rivals 
but cooperation partners,” he told reporters, after Xi left 
Beijing for the United States. 

“China is committed to the road of peaceful development. 
China's development is an opportunity for the U.S. and other 
countries, instead of a threat.” 

The Obama administration has tried to build personal 
bonds with Xi in hopes of future cooperation. China starts its 
power transition later this year, with Xi widely expected to 
succeed President Hu Jintao in 2013. 

Xi arrives Monday and will enjoy a welcome Tuesday at 
the White House, including a meeting with Obama. He will 
also stop at the Pentagon for talks billed by U.S. officials as 
significant in building military trust. 

Xi will Wednesday visit Iowa — where he paid a 
formative first visit to the United States in 1985 as a low-
ranking official — and Los Angeles. 

White House officials have said that they want a positive 
relationship with Xi but that they will press key U.S. concerns, 
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some of which may grow in prominence as November 
elections approach. 

U.S. lawmakers accuse China of devastating U.S. industry 
by keeping its renminbi currency artificially low to boost 
imports and of failing to protect the intellectual property of 
U.S. companies. 

Xi said that Americans have benefited from China's rapid 
economic growth. Repeating a figure offered by Hu on a state 
visit to Washington last year, Xi said that U.S. consumers 
have saved U.S.$600 billion by buying Chinese goods. 

“We have taken active steps to meet legitimate U.S. 
concerns over IPR (intellectual property rights) protection and 
trade imbalance, and we will continue to do so,” Xi said. 

“We will continue to press ahead with the reform of the 
RMB (renminbi) exchange rate formation mechanism and 
offer foreign investors a fair, rule-based and transparent 
investment environment,” Xi said. 

But Xi also repeated calls for the United States to ease 
restrictions on exports of sensitive technology to China and to 
“provide a level playing field” for Chinese businesses in the 
U.S. market. 

China has let its yuan appreciate since 2010 — largely in 
response to inflation concerns. 

Michael Froman, a White House deputy national security 
adviser, on Friday cited progress on the currency valuation 
and other economic issues but said that “there's a lot more to 
be done.” 

The United States has said it will also voice concern about 
human rights in China, amid a clampdown on domestic dissent 
and Tibetan areas, along with China's recent veto with Russia 
of a U.N. Security Council resolution that would have 
pressured Syrian President Bashar al-Assad over escalating 
violence. 

View Interview Transcript 
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11. Russian Wrinkle In The South China Sea 
(ASIA TIMES ONLINE 13 FEB 12) ... Al Labita 

MANILA - A recently concluded three-day port call by 
three Russian warships in Manila has sparked speculation that 
Moscow may be angling to wade into the intensifying Spratly 
Islands dispute in the South China Sea. The warships, 
including the anti-submarine Admiral Panteleyev, came at a 
time two American destroyers - the USS Wayne E Meyer and 
the USS Chafee - dropped anchor off the coasts of Manila and 
Cebu, respectively. 

The ships' presence coincided with renewed tensions 
between the Philippines and China over their conflicting 
claims to the potentially oil-and-gas rich Spratlys. Four other 
Asian countries - Brunei, Taiwan, Malaysia and Vietnam - 
also lay claim to parts of the Spratlys and areas of the South 
China Sea that China has claimed as its own. 

Philippine officials declined to link the docking of 
Russia's nuclear-armed vessels to its territorial row with 
China, claiming the visits were "routine.” Avoiding any 
reference to the Spratlys, the officials justified the docking as 
part of a bilateral agreement Manila and Moscow signed in 
December 2009. 

That accord, seen as part of Moscow's rivalry with 
Washington for strategic influence in the Asia-Pacific region, 
called for an exchange of defense and military delegations 
between the two countries. Under the accord, both sides also 
agreed to strengthen bilateral cooperation in tackling threats of 
terrorism, piracy, and transnational crimes. 

"We have an existing memorandum of agreement 
between our Department of National Defense and the Ministry 
of Defense of the Russian Federation," Philippine Navy 
spokesperson Lt Col Omar Tonsay said when queried about 
the Russian ships' arrival. 

A Russian envoy in Manila, Nikolay Kudashev, said, "I'm 
confident that the contacts between our navies reflect our 
countries' commitment to countering common challenges and 
threats." 

Asked whether Moscow would play a role in easing 
tensions fueled by the Spratlys row, he said Moscow remained 
open to such a possibility. "Whenever you need our advice 
and experience, we will be most welcome to extend it," he told 

reporters at a Manila port following the arrival of the Russian 
battleships. 

He later clarified that, as much as possible, Moscow 
would not interfere in the maritime dispute, noting that it is 
regional in nature. "Naturally, we would not like to interfere or 
to impose in any way our will upon China and the Philippines. 
They are both our friends and partners," the Russian envoy 
said. 

Those mixed messages are in sharp contrast with 
Washington's high-profile stance in the Spratlys dispute. U.S. 
Secretary of State Hillary Clinton said at an Association of 
Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) meeting in Hanoi last year 
that the U.S. had a "national interest" in the area. 

The next destination for the Russian warships, which 
came from the Gulf of Aden on a mission to protect ships 
from pirate attacks, was unknown when they left port. Russian 
media on Sunday reported that they were due in Vladivostok 
that day, citing the fleet's spokesman. They had arrived in 
Manila on January 31 for the three-day visit. 

Analysts said they would likely remain in the vicinity to 
monitor the upcoming "war games" between U.S. and 
Philippine involving 1,500 American and Filipino marines. 
For the first time in years, the joint military exercises will be 
held near the disputed Spratly islands, a move that could put 
U.S. and Philippine forces perilously close to a naval 
confrontation with China. 

Though China has not yet reacted to the latest Russian 
and U.S. twists in its maritime row with the Philippines, some 
of its hawkish Politburo officials had earlier warned of 
resorting to force to enforce its "indisputable sovereign" 
claims to the potentially oil-rich chain of islands and other 
islets in the vast South China sea. Manila officials, however, 
said the joint U.S. maneuvers - set to last from March to April 
this year - will only take place within the Philippine-claimed 
areas of the Spratlys or within the country's 200-mile (321.8 
kilometer) exclusive economic zone. 

For the first time, too, the joint exercises will stage a new 
mode of amphibious training: how to defend and retake an oil 
and gas platform from imaginary enemies, or "terrorists." 
China may feel alluded to by such a tag as its patrol vessels 
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have frequently harassed prospecting foreign oil firms and 
Filipino fishermen in the west Philippine sea, prompting 
Manila to lodge diplomatic protests. 

For instance, Dutch oil multinational Shell has existing 
drilling operations in Palawan province, particularly in 
Malampaya, west of Manila. Last month, the company paid 
U.S.$1.1 billion to the Philippine government in royalties, the 
bulk of which will apparently be used to bankroll the Armed 
Forces of the Philippines' (AFP) modernization program. 

It is unclear if the presence of Russian ships in the area is 
linked to any future energy deals Moscow may hope to strike 
in the Philippines-claimed areas of the South China Sea. 

Provocative Games 
The "war games" with Washington come amid talk that 

the U.S. plans to ramp up its military presence in the 
Philippines, including the establishment of a naval outpost in 
the west Philippine sea to help the AFP ward off repeated 
intrusions by Chinese naval gunboats. The outpost could 
house some of the 4,000 American marines the U.S. plans to 
redeploy on a rotational basis from Okinawa, Japan, to 
Australia, Hawaii, Guam and the Philippines. 

The redeployment, part of Washington's new defense 
strategy to shift focus from Iraq and Afghanistan to the Asia-
Pacific vis-a-vis China's rise as a military power in the region, 
will be tackled in next month's high-level meeting of senior 
U.S. and Philippine officials in Manila. U.S. Defense 
Secretary Leon Panetta and Secretary of State Hillary Clinton 
are expected to attend the meeting with Philippine Foreign 
Affairs Secretary Albert del Rosario and Defense Secretary 
Voltaire Gazmin. 

U.S. Assistant Secretary of State for Political and Military 
Affairs Andrew Shapiro has just ended his three-day visit to 
Manila to lay the groundwork for next month's meeting of 
American and Filipino foreign affairs and defense officials. 
The upcoming meeting will discuss ways on how the U.S. can 

beef up the Philippines' defense capability vis-a-vis China's 
aggressiveness in asserting its territorial claims to the Spratlys. 

That could mean an expanded U.S. military presence in 
the Philippines, a highly sensitive political issue after 
American bases at Subic and Clark were closed amid a wave 
of nationalism in 2000. Some 600 U.S. Special Forces troops 
are stationed in the Philippines, helping government security 
forces battle Islamic militants in strife-torn Mindanao. 

Philippines officials have consistently ruled out the 
reestablishment of U.S. bases, citing the country's constitution 
which bans the presence of foreign military installations. 
However, the sense of urgency for external defense amid 
China's perceived as expansionist tendencies has spurred 
Manila to turn to Washington for succor short of 
compromising the anti-bases provision of its laws. 

In the second U.S.-Philippines strategic dialogue held in 
Washington last month, Manila agreed to allow the U.S. to 
raise the level of its security engagement, an offer which has 
drawn protests from nationalist and leftist groups. In turn, 
Washington agreed to Manila's request for a second warship 
but has so far kept mum on the possible supply of F-16s and 
other modern armaments. 

Similarly, the U.S. also acceded to return the weapons 
system, communications equipment and other state-of-the art 
gear it stripped from the Hamilton-class naval cutter it turned 
over to the AFP late last year. As with the first warship, the 
second one will be availed of by the Philippines under the U.S. 
Foreign Military Sales Program, a component of the U.S.-
Philippines Mutual Defense Treaty signed in 1951. 

Given the paradigm shifts in U.S.-Philippine defense 
cooperation, it is not surprising that Russia is suddenly flexing 
their naval muscle in the region. And while Manila looks to 
Washington for strategic reassurance vis-à-vis Beijing, it has 
also kept its door open to Moscow and stirred further the 
South China Sea's troubled waters. 
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12. Asia Key As U.S., EU Tighten Sanctions Against Iran 
(REUTERS 13 FEB 12) ... Peter Apps and Yeganeh Torbati 

LONDON - Western states hope new oil sanctions will 
deter Tehran from pursuing its disputed nuclear program but 
ultimately it will be China, India and other Asian powers that 
determine their effectiveness impact on already volatile 
Iranian politics. 

Both the United States and European Union have 
introduced tough new restrictions coming into force later this 
year and designed to effectively choke off Iran's oil exports. 
But -- unlike rounds of sanctions imposed by the United 
Nations Security Council -- they are not binding on other 
countries. 

Although China has almost halved its imports of Iranian 
oil recently, Chinese officials are negotiating new contracts. 
Beijing has also made it clear it wants other Asian nations to 
continue their purchases. 

India, currently the largest single purchaser of Iranian oil, 
has struck a deal to pay for new deliveries with shipments of 
food. The U.S. and EU restrictions effectively block off large 
parts of the global financial system to purchasers of Iranian 
crude but also inevitably leave multiple loopholes. 

"To be truly effective, in this case, sanctions would have 
to be applied universally and internationally," said Dina 

Esfandiary, research analyst and sanctions specialist at 
London's International Institute for Strategic Studies. 

"That won't happen. They will have some effect, but it 
will be diluted." 

What Beijing, New Delhi and others do look to be doing, 
however, is using the new sanctions and broader diplomatic 
pressure from Washington in particular to negotiate much 
better pricing from Tehran. 

Just how far China and others beat the price down will 
have dramatic implications for Iran's economy and politics. A 
parliamentary election is due on March 2 and it will probably 
deepen an increasingly apparent split within the ruling elite. 

After the Iranian state's ferocious suppression of street 
protests in 2009, few expect a reformist revolt and moderate 
groups will largely ignore the vote. But given their different 
urban power bases, the rift between nationalists around 
President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad and conservative hardliners 
loyal to the supreme clerical leader, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, 
could still spill onto the streets, analysts believe. 

Recent subsidy cuts have driven up the price of petrol 
some 280 percent from early 2011 and the price of bread up 
25 percent. Analysts say further cuts could fuel discontent and 
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unrest, perhaps also raising the risk of hardline Revolutionary 
Guard elements attacking foreign targets as a distraction. 

Radical groups within Tehran's ruling establishment are 
believed to have been behind the storming of the British 
embassy in November and perhaps also an alleged attempted 
assassination of the Saudi ambassador to Washington D.C. In 
extreme circumstances, some worry that Iranian radicals could 
also strike crucial oil shipping in the Gulf. 

Only one thing is certain - the greater the economic 
squeeze, the greater the need to expect the unexpected. 

"If the last 13 months in the Middle East has taught us 
anything, it's the futility of making predictions about how 
people will react during times of economic disillusionment 
and political disenfranchisement," said Karim Sadjadpour, 
associate at the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace 
in Washington. 

Iran denies Western suspicions that it is enriching 
uranium with the ultimate goal of developing nuclear weapons 
capability. But investigations by U.N. nuclear inspectors have 
lent weight to such concerns and Iran has begun higher-grade 
enrichment in a mountain bunker better protected from air 
strikes. 

Wider Geo-Political Game 
How tight the sanctions screws will be tightened is a big 

question, particularly as the issue has swiftly been sucked into 
the quietly growing geo-political face-off between the United 
States and China. 

Last year, Beijing was willing to comply with U.N. 
sanctions and Western efforts to financially starve both 
Libya's Muammar Gaddafi and Ivory Coast's Laurent Gbagbo 
by refusing to buy their key oil and cocoa exports. But it is 
making clear it has no intention of doing the same when it 
comes to targeting Iran. 

"China cannot stay aloof from the affair," the Communist 
Party-run "Global Times" newspaper wrote on January 30, 
saying Beijing's strategic goals should be to safeguard oil 
supplies, prevent another Western-backed overthrow of a 
Middle East government and begin to show greater global 
leadership. 

"China should quicken its steps in coordinating with 
countries in Southeast Asia to try to best form a temporary 
alliance with them in continuing to buy oil from Iran. Such an 
alliance is possible, as seen from the hesitation of countries 
like Japan and India in sanctioning Iran." 

Not everyone believes that strategy will work. With many 
countries in Southeast Asia already concerned by China's rise, 
some suspect many governments will ultimately choose to 
stick with long-term ally Washington. 

"China's position on this is driven partly by commercial 
requirements but also by an ideological underpinning related 
to national sovereignty," says Michael Denison, a former 
senior adviser to ex-British Foreign Secretary David Miliband 
and now research director at London-based consultancy 
Control Risks. 

"For other Asian countries, it's going to be a more 
structured decision in which they balance their commercial 

interests with their strategic relationship with the United 
States." 

Some Western officials say they are largely unworried if 
some oil trade continues. Even if Asian buyers were to ignore 
the sanctions completely after they enter force on July 1, 
Tehran would still be losing trade from Europe. 

Without new investment and exploration, Iran's oil output 
will also swiftly begin to fall off. Independent industry 
analysts forecast it will fall already this year by some nine 
percent to an average of around 3.3 million barrels per day. 

Impact On Nuclear Programme? 
In retaliation for the EU and U.S. sanctions, Iran has 

threatened to block exports to Europe even before the 
sanctions enter force, a challenge for financially strapped 
Mediterranean states like Greece and Spain that have become 
more dependent on Iranian oil as they struggle to find credit 
elsewhere. 

But most experts say Tehran will be the ultimate loser, 
struggling to make up for the lost sales elsewhere. 

Given the risks of conflict, few countries seem willing to 
increase their reliance on Iranian output. With perhaps a view 
to keeping its options open, China in particular has boosted 
Saudi purchases and openly increased its contacts with 
Riyadh. 

"It's never going to be a complete block but it is going to 
squeeze them and we hope that will ultimately put pressure on 
them to pull back on the nuclear issue," said one Western 
official on condition of anonymity. 

"There are signs it is already working. When you see 
barter - such as the Indians paying for their oil with, for 
example, food - that is having a real impact on (Iranian) 
revenue." 

Although imperfect, sanctions were the best option 
available, he said, with the only real alternative "something 
much more direct and kinetic" -- euphemism for military 
action. 

Whether they will actually have the desired impact on the 
nuclear program, however, is hotly disputed. The level of 
domestic popular support for uranium enrichment in Iran is 
hard to gauge, but many believe it is relatively widespread. 

Iran says its enrichment work is for peaceful energy only. 
"While it's difficult to make generalizations, I think 

sanctions often accentuate people's existing political 
disposition," said Carnegie's Sadjadpour. "For government 
critics, it's another example of the regime's disregard for their 
well-being... but for government supporters, the sanctions 
provide further fodder to resent Western imperialism." 

Others disagree. If the sanctions can be made to work 
well enough to inflict real economic damage, they say, 
Tehran's leadership will have little choice but to soften its 
stance. 

"The moment where Khamenei will change is the moment 
where the economic consequences of his policies start to 
threaten the stability of the regime," says Israeli-Iranian 
Middle East analyst Meir Javedanfar. "That's the moment of 
truth ... The health of the economy an existential matter for the 
Islamic Republic. The nuclear program is not." 

Return to Index 
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13. Israel Says Iran Is Behind Bombs 
(NEW YORK TIMES 14 FEB 12) ... Ethan Bronner 

JERUSALEM — Tensions between Israel and Iran rose 
sharply on Monday when bombers struck at Israeli Embassy 
personnel in the capitals of India and Georgia. Israel accused 
the Tehran government of being behind the attacks, which Iran 
denied. 

The wife of an Israeli defense envoy to New Delhi was 
hurt along with several other people when her car was 
destroyed by an explosive device placed on it by a 
motorcyclist at a red light. In Tbilisi, the Georgian capital, a 
similar device was discovered on the car of a local staff 
member of the Israeli Embassy, but was defused by the police. 

Both resembled attacks that have killed five of Iran’s 
nuclear scientists in recent years, most recently last month. 
Iran has attributed the assassinations to Israeli agents and has 
vowed to take revenge. The scientists’ assassinations — along 
with sabotage of Iran’s nuclear program through cyberwarfare 
and faulty parts — are aimed at delaying what the West 
believes is Iran’s drive to build a nuclear weapon. 

If actually carried out by Iran, the attacks would be 
another indication that the leadership in Tehran was willing to 
reach beyond its borders against its enemies and expand its 
attacks to civilians. The United States has charged that Iran 
was behind a plot to assassinate a Saudi ambassador on 
American soil, and Israel has said that Iran has planned to 
attack its citizens in various countries, but that those plots 
were stopped. 

Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu contended that 
Monday’s attacks fit that pattern. 

“In recent months, we have witnessed several attempts to 
attack Israeli citizens and Jews in several countries, including 
Azerbaijan, Thailand and others,” he said. “In each instance, 
we succeeded in foiling the attacks in cooperation with local 
authorities. Iran and its proxy, Hezbollah, were behind all of 
these attempted attacks.” 

Iran’s Foreign Ministry rejected Israel’s accusations on 
Monday. A spokesman, Ramin Mehmanparast, said, “Israel 
has bombed its embassies in New Delhi and Tbilisi to tarnish 
Iran’s friendly ties with the host countries,” adding, “Israel 
perpetrated the terrorist actions to launch psychological 
warfare against Iran.” 

Iran has defended its nuclear program as peaceful and has 
defiantly pursued uranium enrichment through years of 
international pressure and sanctions. Israel’s increasingly 
urgent warnings on the need to halt Iran’s nuclear progress, 
before it gets much closer to being able to build a bomb, have 
prompted concerns that Israel might unilaterally mount a 
military strike — and have added to the implacable enmity 
between the two. 

Iran’s oil and banking industries are suffering from 
sanctions implemented by the United States and Europe to 
pressure the country to back off its nuclear program. Iranian 
leaders have vowed to fight back through shutting the vital 
Strait of Hormuz and through military strikes on countries that 
are used as launching pads for attacks on it. 

Gen. Masoud Jazayeri, a spokesman for Iran’s Joint 
Armed Forces Staff, said recently that “the enemies of the 
Iranian nation, especially the United States, Britain and the 

Zionist regime, have to be held responsible for their 
activities.” 

Iranian leaders have called Israel a tumor that must be 
removed, and Iran arms and finances Hezbollah and Hamas, 
which are founded on the principle that Israel has no right to 
exist. 

On Monday, Israeli officials said there was enough 
evidence from the scenes in Georgia and India to say that the 
bombs were the work of Iranian agents. 

“Iran’s fingerprints are all over this,” one official said 
after emerging from high-level meetings in Jerusalem, 
speaking on the condition of anonymity. 

Some American Jewish leaders have expressed concern 
that synagogues and American Jewish centers could be targets 
in the increased tensions. In 1994, a Jewish community center 
in Buenos Aires was bombed, killing 85 people. The 
authorities there have accused Iranian diplomats of being 
behind that attack. 

Hezbollah, the Lebanese Islamist group with close ties to 
Iran, has promised to take revenge for the killing of its top 
commander, Imad Mugniyah, four years ago this week. Mr. 
Mugniyah had been sought by the United States in terrorist 
attacks that killed hundreds of Americans in the 1980s. 

Israel held him responsible for Hezbollah military 
operations in southern Lebanon from the mid-1990s. Israel is 
widely thought to have killed him with a powerful bomb in 
Damascus, the Syrian capital. 

Israeli analysts said the attacks on Monday were 
insignificant enough that the Israeli government would not 
feel driven to counterattack. 

“Clearly Israel is not going to attack Iran over this,” 
Yoram Schweitzer, director of a terrorism project at the 
Institute for National Security Studies at Tel Aviv University, 
said by telephone. “The effect of this specific attack does not 
necessitate a harsh Israeli response other than condemnation.” 

Michael Herzog, a retired brigadier general who is an 
international fellow in Israel with the Washington Institute for 
Near East Policy, agreed. “There is no need to respond,” he 
said in a telephone interview. “What is at stake in Israel’s 
calculations about Iran is much bigger than this.” 

The attack in New Delhi took place less than a mile from 
the residence of the Indian prime minister, Manmohan Singh. 

In a news conference Monday night, Delhi’s police 
commissioner, B. K. Gupta, said a witness “saw a person on a 
motorcycle sticking some kind of device on the back of the 
car.” As the motorcycle moved away, “a mild blast took place 
in the back of the car,” he said. 

The injured woman was Tal Yehoshua Koren, who is 
married to an Israeli defense official at the embassy and also 
works there. She was on her way to pick up her children at the 
American Embassy school. The car’s driver, Manoj Sharma, 
was also wounded. Two occupants of a nearby car were also 
hurt. 

Ms. Yehoshua Koren underwent spinal surgery, according 
to Dr. Deep Makkar of Primus Super Specialty Hospital, in 
New Delhi’s diplomatic enclave. 

Shrapnel “penetrated her spine and her liver,” Dr. Makkar 
said, adding that she could face neurological injuries. The 
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other three victims were admitted to a nearby hospital with 
minor injuries. 

“India very strongly condemns such an unfortunate 
incident,” said S. M. Krishna, India’s minister of external 
affairs, who also called Avigdor Lieberman, the Israeli foreign 
minister. “It will be fully investigated and the culprit will be 
brought to justice.” 

India has resisted American and European pressure to 
curtail trade with Iran because it relies heavily on Iranian oil. 

Israeli diplomats have been on high alert since Pakistan-
based militants attacked in the city of Mumbai in 2008, killing 
more than 160 people, including 6 people in a Chabad Jewish 
community center. 

Reporting was contributed by Isabel Kershner from 
Jerusalem, Michael Schwirtz from Moscow, Steven Lee 
Myers from Washington, Heather Timmons and Hari Kumar 
from New Delhi, Alan Cowell from London, and Rick 
Gladstone from New York. 
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14. Bahrain Erupts Before Protest Anniversary 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 14 FEB 12) ... Alex Delmar Morgan 

DOHA, Qatar - Riot police clashed with protesters across 
Bahrain on Monday, the eve of the first anniversary of the 
country's pro-democracy uprising, in some of the worst 
violence seen there for months. 

Thousands of protesters who had been attending a legal 
antigovernment rally marched Monday afternoon down a 
highway to the capital, Manama, headed for Pearl 
Roundabout, the cradle of Bahrain's uprising last year. 
Protesters hurled rocks and Molotov cocktails at security 
forces, who responded with tear gas and then birdshot, 
according to a witness and the opposition. 

Violence also broke out in predominantly Shiite districts 
in the tiny Gulf kingdom, whose monarchs are members of the 
Sunni minority. In the village of Sanabis, a witness said, 
police fired tear gas to disperse youths. 

"At the end of the [licensed] demonstration there were 
clashes, and riot police used tear gas and birdshot," said Abdul 
Jalil Khalil, a senior member of Bahrain's biggest opposition 
party, Al Wefaq. 

A spokesman for the government couldn't be reached to 
comment. The government has in the past denied allegations 
that it used live ammunition on demonstrators. 

Monday's escalation underscores how little has changed 
since Feb. 14, 2011, when demonstrators, inspired by protests 
elsewhere in the Arab world, called for better jobs and more 
rights. "The same issues remain," said Michael Stephens, a 
researcher at the United Services Institute for Defence and 
Security Studies in Qatar. "I don't see a positive political 
outcome." 

An international fact-finding report released in 
November—commissioned by the government to investigate 
abuses against demonstrators and modest reforms unveiled by 
Bahrain's King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa—has done little to 
assuage the opposition. Protesters seek a fully elected 
parliament, among other demands. More radical members 
have for much of the past year called for the king's removal. 

Meanwhile, the government says it is committed to 
serious reform and is implementing the recommendations 
outlined in the investigation, which concluded that widespread 
torture had been used against protesters. 

In March 2011, the government crushed the pro-
democracy uprising with the help of Saudi and other Gulf 
troops and razed the protesters' encampment site, Pearl 
Roundabout. 

Ahead of this Feb. 14, the strategic Gulf kingdom, which 
hosts the U.S. Fifth Fleet, has been preparing for resurging 

violence, beefing up security in Manama and outlying 
villages. Police have set up checkpoints in Shiite villages. A 
huge military presence guards the roundabout. 

"The 14th of February for [the government] is a 
nightmare," said activist Sayed Ahmed, who is aligned with 
the February 14th Youth Coalition, a group more hard-line 
than the mainstream opposition. "The people want reform and 
to finish what they started." 

Schisms within both the government and the opposition 
are also contributing to the political standoff. In recent 
months, opposition youth have grown more radicalized, using 
Molotov cocktails and rocks to fight back tear-gas firing 
police in the villages surrounding Manama where clashes are 
common. 

Al Wefaq insists on peaceful means to achieve their 
political demands, and had legal clearance to hold Monday's 
rally. It admits it has lost control of the youth. "Of course we 
can't control them," said senior Al Wefaq member Mr. Khalil, 
stressing the radicalized youth represent a minority of the 
opposition. 

Mr. Khalil said 14 protesters have been killed since late 
November and 800 political prisoners remain in jail. The 
independent commission led by human-rights lawyer Cherif 
Bassiouni in November found that 35 people had died during 
unrest in early 2011, including five police officers. 

Divisions in the Al Khalifa family, which has ruled 
Bahrain for more than 200 years, are also hampering any hope 
of bringing the opposition, led by Al Wefaq, to the negotiating 
table. 

Some family members are seen as moderates, including 
Crown Prince Salman bin Hamad Al Khalifa, the king's son, 
who held talks with the opposition in February and March last 
year. This camp, however, has been sidelined by hard-liners in 
the royal family closer to Prime Minister Khalifa bin Salman 
Al Khalifa, according to a widely held view among analysts 
and observers. 

That has left the opposition short of options, analysts say, 
while powerful members of the regime are loath to see 
meaningful reform that would empower the Shiite majority. 

"It is to be expected that senior officials in or closely 
connected with the security establishment will seek to resist 
serious political reform, as such reform would directly 
threaten their own positions of power," said Jane Kinninmont, 
senior research fellow for the Middle East and North Africa at 
Chatham House in London. 
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15. Report: Russian Sub Had Nukes During December Fire 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 13 FEB 12) ... Vladimir Isachenkov 

MOSCOW — A fire at a drydocked Russian nuclear 
submarine in December could have sparked a radiation 
disaster because it was carrying nuclear-tipped ballistic 
missiles and other weapons, despite official statements to the 
contrary, a Russian news magazine reported Monday. 

The respected Kommersant Vlast said the fire aboard the 
Yekaterinburg could have triggered powerful explosions that 
would have destroyed the submarine and scattered radioactive 
material around a large area. 

When the fire erupted on Dec. 29, Russia's Defense 
Ministry said all weapons had been unloaded before the 
submarine was moved to a drydock for repairs at the 
Roslyakovo shipyard in the Murmansk region. 

The ministry declined immediate comment on the 
magazine's claim. 

It took hundreds of emergency workers more than 20 
hours to extinguish the massive blaze that shot orange flames 
up to 66 feet (20 meters) into the air. The Defense Ministry 
said an unspecified number of crew members remained inside 
the sub during the fire and that seven crewmen were 
hospitalized after inhaling carbon monoxide fumes from the 
blaze. 

The fire, which authorities later blamed on a breach in 
safety regulations, erupted at wooden scaffolding around the 
sub and quickly engulfed the vessel's rubber-coated outer hull. 

With the sub's hydraulic systems incapacitated, the crew 
had to manually remove heavy torpedoes from tubes in the 
bow to prevent them from exploding as temperatures were 
rising quickly. 

The magazine said that an explosion of torpedoes, each 
carrying 660 pounds (300 kilograms) of TNT would likely 
have destroyed the bow and could have triggered a blast of 
nuclear-tipped missiles in the midsection and the vessel's two 
nuclear reactors. 

"Russia was a step away from the largest catastrophe 
since Chernobyl," Komersant Vlast said, referring to the 1986 
explosion at a nuclear power plant in then-Soviet Ukraine. 

The magazine said that weapons are normally removed 
from submarines before repairs, but the navy wanted to save 
time on a lengthy procedure to unload the missiles and 
torpedoes. It said the repairs were supposed to be relatively 
minor and the Northern Fleet wanted the Yekaterinburg to be 
quickly back to service. 
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16. Damage To Submarine Has Senator ‘Worried' About Naval Defence 
(OTTAWA CITIZEN (CANADA) 13 FEB 12) ... Sheila Dabu Nonato 

OTTAWA - Liberal Senator Colin Kenny said Monday he 
is “worried” about Canada's naval defence as he pondered new 
photos uncovered by CBC that show extensive damage to the 
submarine HMCS Corner Brook which hit bottom last June. 

“Having the capacity to protect Canada underwater with 
submarines is fundamental to our defence. It's an absolute 
necessity,” he said. “I'm worried right now. None of the boats 
we have are capable of doing the job.” 

According to Kenny, several photos of the HMCS Corner 
Brook show “a very significant inverted triangular hole in the 
bow of the boat” about 10 metres high and eight metres wide. 

It appears that the submarine struck a rock when it hit the 
ocean floor off Vancouver Island, he said, but noted it was 
difficult to tell the “substance of the accident.” 

“It's very very unusual for a submarine to hit bottom of 
ocean and to damage itself,” Kenny said. “I'm concerned that 
the credibility of the Royal Canadian Navy's submarine 
program is being put in jeopardy.” 

After a Dec. 2011 investigation, the Royal Canadian 
Navy's Board of Inquiry cited “human error” that caused the 
submarine to strike the southeastern wall of British Columbia's 
Zuciarte Channel. 

After the inquiry, the ship's commanding officer was 
removed from command and reassigned to a position ashore. 
The investigation also said inadequate training and 
inexperience contributed to the incident. 

The navy has pledged to amend its submarine training 
manuals, training and navigation practices. 

Kenny said the “shortage of people who can operate the 
boats” is worrisome, adding that none of Canada's four 
submarines are certified and weaponized this year. 

Meanwhile, the Department of National Defence said 
Canada's submarine fleet “will achieve full operational 
capability in 2013; at which point Canada will have three of 
four submarines continuously available for operations.” 

“A high readiness submarine will be available in both the 
Atlantic and Pacific oceans,” said Lt. Mark Fifield in an email. 

“The watertight integrity of the submarine remained intact 
and at no time were the crew in danger after the grounding 
incident,” he said of HMCS Corner Brook. 

A determination of the full extent of the damage and 
related repairs will be made during the ship's maintenance 
period, beginning in 2013. 

Return to Index 
 

17. 21st Century Airships May Join Navy Fleet 
A new generation of British-built airships may be bought by the Royal Navy to resupply ships, following their 
use by the U.S. Army on the front line in Afghanistan. 
(THE TELEGRAPH (UK) 13 FEB 12) ... Thomas Harding 

Modern-day Zeppelins will take to the sky for the first 
time since the First World War when the U.S. Army begins 
using airships in Afghanistan. 

But Navy chiefs are now giving serious consideration to 
purchasing an airship from the Bedfordshire-based Hybrid Air 
Vehicles to provide surveillance and re-supply runs to aircraft 
carriers, The Daily Telegraph can discose. 
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Scientists from the defence company Northrop Grumman 
have given briefings to the Navy on the latest airship that is 
about to enter military service. 

The Long Endurance Multi-Intelligence Vehicle is set to 
revolutionise air transport by being able to carry very heavy 
loads or intelligence kit long distances with the ability to land 
anywhere, including on the water. 

The Navy is looking to buy an LEMV to base above the 
fleet with sophisticated surveillance cameras to spot threats 
and spy on enemy movements. With a 50 ton payload it can 
also be used to carry urgent equipment parts such as engines 
for Joint Strike Fighters out to ships. 

Commanders are also considering using it as a counter 
piracy vessel as the LEMV can lower up to 150 commandos 
along with their fast inflatable boats. 

Travelling at over 80 knots the airship is almost three 
times faster than ships and the Navy’s version can travel for 
several days without refuelling its four gas turbine engines. 

With a mixture of 60 percent helium and 40 percent air it 
is far less vulnerable to enemy fire than the hydrogen filled 
Zeppelins that fell prey to the Fleet Air Arm’s incendiary 
bullets during the Great War. 

Tests by the Bedfordshire-based company Hybrid Air 
Vehicles have shown that bullets and even missiles can pass 
through the balloon without igniting the gas mixture which has 
a very low pressure. 

“This could be the ideal solution for logistical support for 
aircraft carriers and ISR (intelligence, surveillance, 
reconnaissance) for the Fleet,” said a Navy source. 

“Carrying 50 tons of stores and supplies it is more than 
double the capacity of a Hercules.” 

The airships will cost £60 million each and can be flown 
remotely as an unmanned drone. 

They could prove a major boon for the struggling British 
aircraft industry if they attract commercial interest. Oil 
companies are looking at LEMVs to carry heavy equipment to 
remote drilling stations without having to use an airfield. 

They could also open up a more leisurely route across the 
Atlantic carrying 200 passengers in safety and comfort in a 36 
hour journey consuming a fifth of the fuel used by a jet. 

The airships could even be used to transport good within 
Britain. The company estimates the two hour road journey 
from Milton Keynes to the heart of London could be cut to 20 
minutes 

HAV secured a U.S. defence contract for £315 million in 
2010 to provide three airships that will take station over 
Afghanistan able to remain airborne for three weeks while 
surveying the Taliban over a vast area. 

A MoD spokesman said: "The MoD recently received 
briefings on the possible use of airships and specifically 
Hybrid Air Vehicles for the movement of equipment and 
stores but there are currently no plans to buy such equipment.” 
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PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
18. Heaviest 2013 Defense Budget Cuts Would Fall On Troops 
(MCCLATCHY NEWSPAPERS 13 FEB 12) ... Nancy A. Youssef 

WASHINGTON — As the Pentagon sought to show 
Monday that it had made tough spending decisions in its fiscal 
2013 budget proposal, the brunt of the reductions would fall 
on U.S. ground troops, which face job losses, modest pay 
raises and increased health care costs while serving in a 
smaller force. 

Even with those cuts, however, the Pentagon's base 
budget, which excludes most war spending, would decrease 
only slightly next year — from the current $531 billion to 
$525 billion — before rising to $534 billion in 2014. 

The proposed budget shifts some long-term war costs into 
the base budget and includes greater spending on operations 
and maintenance, a driver of the growth. By the 2017 fiscal 
year, the base budget is projected to reach $567 billion. 

The Pentagon has said it's responding to the economic 
downturn by saving $259.4 billion, but that reflects only cuts 
in the projected growth of spending through the 2017 fiscal 
year. 

"Despite the president's good intentions to improve the 
balance between military and non-military security spending, 
the budget leaves it essentially unchanged through 2016," 
Miriam Pemberton, a research fellow at the Center for 
American Progress, a left-leaning think tank, said in a 
statement. 

The budget is intended to reflect the Obama 
administration's new defense strategy, which calls for a leaner, 
more agile force that's prepared for any kind of threat, while 
focusing on Asia and the Middle East. The strategy, which 

officials introduced last month, said the military must be ready 
to conduct several operations at the same time. 

Under the new budget plan, which Congress must 
approve, Pentagon officials said that some troops — although 
it didn't specify how many — would be forced to leave the 
military as the department shrank the size of the services. By 
2017, the Army is projected to shrink by 72,000 soldiers to 
490,000, the Marines will shrink by 20,000 to 182,000, the 
Navy will shrink by 6,200 to 319,500 and the Air Force will 
shrink by 4,200 to 328,600. 

Robert Hale, the Pentagon's comptroller, said the military 
would be "humane" in its cuts, and that they'd still leave a 
larger force than before the wars started. In 2001, there were 
480,000 soldiers and 180,000 Marines. 

The Pentagon called for retiring some planes that 
transport troops, including 27 C-5As and 65 C-130s. It said it 
planned to reduce pay raises to below private-sector levels, 
with troops receiving 1.7 percent raises for the next two years, 
followed by 0.5 percent increases in 2015 and 1 percent hikes 
in 2016. 

The budget also would delay the purchase of several 
weapons systems — notably 179 of the controversial F-35 
Joint Strike Fighters, the most expensive weapons system in 
U.S. military history. Hale said the delay was to give the 
developer, Lockheed Martin, time to correct problems with the 
system, but critics have charged that delaying the purchases 
while not canceling them outright kicked the decision down 
the road and potentially raises the cost per system in the 
future. 
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Service members also will face increased health care fees, 
deductibles and co-payments phased in over several years, 
although the Pentagon didn't offer specifics. Military-age 
retirees who make more than $45,179 annually — a pension 
usually reserved for officers — will see their health care costs 
nearly quadruple, from $600 annually in fiscal year 2013 to 
$2,048 in 2017. 

The United States withdrew forces from Iraq in 
December, but the Pentagon asked for $2.9 billion to spend 
there, largely to pay for the removal of equipment still in the 
country, Hale said. Another $88.5 billion in contingency 
funding will pay for operations in Afghanistan in the new 
fiscal year. 

Some of the figures don't appear to reflect the Pentagon's 
stated goals. The Defense Department has called training 
Afghan security forces a key to its strategy to exit 
Afghanistan, yet the budget proposal cuts spending on that 
training mission by half, from $11.2 billion this fiscal year to 
$5.7 billion in 2013. 

Hale said military officials thought that start-up costs for 
the mission of training some 352,000 Afghan soldiers and 
police officers_ such as spending on infrastructure for new 
Afghan bases and supplying the Afghans with uniforms and 
weapons — had passed. 

"Don't take that reduction as any sign of a reduction in our 
commitment" to Afghan forces, Hale said. "We are fully 
committed to them." 

Even the reduced spending on Afghan security forces, 
however, is more than the Army would spend on schools, day 
care centers and commissaries for its soldiers' families. The 
Army asked for $8.5 billion for military family support. 

Hale said the department also would ask Congress to start 
two rounds of base realignments and closures — the always-
controversial proceedings known as BRAC — in 2013 and 
2015, which he said would lead to $5 billion in savings. Those 
savings aren't yet included in the budget proposal, Hale said. 
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19. DoD: Budget Cuts Will Not Hurt Current Troops 
Troop cuts, 1.7% pay raise highlight DoD budget 
(NAVY TIMES 13 FEB 12) ... Andrew Tilghman 

The Pentagon’s 2013 budget proposal released Monday 
calls for a 6 percent drop in overall spending, a contraction 
that reflects the end of the war in Iraq, the drawdown in 
Afghanistan and a delay in purchasing several new weapons 
systems. 

Military officials emphasized that cuts to personnel 
accounts were “disproportionately small” and aim to leave 
most active-duty troops untouched by the cuts in planned 
spending that Congress ordered last year. 

Pay raises for troops will continue — including a 1.7 
percent bump in 2013, and a similar increase the following 
year. But starting in 2015, those raises may drop below the 
average rate of private-sector wage growth. Current plans call 
for a raise of 0.5 percent in 2015, 1 percent in 2016 and 1.5 
percent in 2017, officials said. 

The last time the annual military pay raise lagged private-
sector wage growth was 1999. 

New hardware is taking the biggest hit in the new budget 
proposal, including proposed delays in the purchase of new F-
35 Joint Strike Fighters and new Navy ships and ending the 
Air Force’s unmanned Global Hawk program. 

A major part of the five-year spending plan hinges on the 
intention to wind down the Afghanistan mission and avoid 
future ground wars. Reductions in force levels for the Army 
and Marine Corps will begin in 2013 and continue for the next 
five years. 

“We are no longer sizing these forces to accommodate 
large prolonged stability operations,” said Robert Hale, the 
Pentagon’s comptroller and chief financial officer, in a 
briefing Monday afternoon. 

The budget projects about 68,000 troops in Afghanistan in 
2013, down from the current level of about 90,000. But “that 
does not mean there won’t be later changes to Afghan troop 
levels,” Hale said. “It does mean we don’t want to bind the 
hands of the president.” 

The Pentagon’s base budget will fall for the first time in 
more than a decade, slipping less than 1 percent to $525.4 

billion from last year’s $530.6 billion. When adjusted for 
inflation, 2013 would mark the third consecutive year the 
budget has fallen, officials said. 

The bulk of the reduction would hit the budget’s 
supplemental war funding, formally known as Overseas 
Contingency Operations, or OCO, which is slated to fall by 
more than 25 percent, down to $88.5 billion from 2012 level 
of $115.1 billion. 

That reduction in spending reflects the withdrawal of 
50,000 troops from Iraq and 10,000 troops from Afghanistan 
last year, as well as the planned reduction of 22,000 more 
troops from Afghanistan later this year. 

Hale compared the current plans to other post-war periods 
including the years following the Vietnam War in the 1970s 
and the aftermath of the Cold War in the 1990s. “They are not 
that different than past postwar drawdowns,” Hale said. 

The budget proposal will be sent to Capitol Hill and is 
likely to change in some ways before it becomes law. In the 
past several years, lawmakers have reduced the overall budget 
before approving it. 

The budget proposal released Monday was based on an 
order from Congress forcing the Pentagon to reduce planned 
spending over the next 10 years by about $487 billion. 

The proposal does not take into consideration the law that 
may result in an additional $500 billion in cuts that would 
begin next year if lawmakers fail to reach a broader agreement 
to reduce federal spending and the national deficit. Hale said 
those cuts, known as budget sequestration, would amount to a 
“meat ax” approach. 

Planned cuts to the active-duty force will affect all four 
services next year: 

 The Army’s authorized end strength will drop to 
552,100, down 9,900, or almost 2 percent, from the 
2012 level of 562,000. 
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 The Marine Corps will drop to 197,300 troops, down 
4,800, or more than 2 percent, from the 2012 level of 
202,100. 

 The Navy will fall to 322,700, down 3,000 sailors, or 
less than 1 percent, from the 2012 level of 325,700. 

 The Air Force will fall to 328,900 airmen, down 
3,900, or more than 1 percent, from the 2012 level of 
332,800. 

Overall, however, the active-duty force of 1.4 million will 
remain larger than it was in 2001, when the military had a total 
of 1.39 million active-duty troops. 

Another primary target for cost cutting is the military 
health system. The budget calls for an abrupt drop in the 
military health care budget to $48.7 billion, which would be a 
drop of 8 percent from the $52.8 billion appropriated in 2012. 

For years, military officials have complained about 
soaring health care costs, which nearly tripled since 2001, 
when the total cost was $19 billion. 

To achieve the savings, the Pentagon hopes to make 
several changes that will impact retirees: 

 Increase Tricare enrollment fees for working-age 
retirees. 

 Impose Tricare enrollment fees for the first time on 
retirees age 65 and older. 

 Increase pharmacy co-payments for retirees. 

 Change laws to allow for health care fees to increase 
at the rate of medical inflation. 

Proposed changes to the military retirement system were 
left out of this budget. However, the Pentagon is calling for 
the creation of a “Retirement Modernization Commission” 
that would make recommendations for how to change the 
longstanding system of 20-year cliff-vesting pensions. 

Any changes should not affect today’s troops and would 
apply only to service members who join in the future, defense 
officials said. 

Return to Index 
 

20. Obama Plans Raises, With Troops Getting More Than Civilians 
Pay freeze would end; workers would put more into retirement 
(WASHINGTON POST 14 FEB 12) ... Ed O'Keefe 

President Obama wants to give raises to people collecting 
federal paychecks, but in his new budget proposal, troops 
would get a larger pay boost than civilian employees. 

The White House budget plan released Monday would 
increase federal civilian pay by a modest 0.5 percent, a bump 
that would end a two-year cost-of-living pay freeze. 
Uniformed military personnel would receive a 1.7 percent 
raise in 2013, the increase indicated by law, according to the 
proposal. 

The budget also calls for federal workers to increase their 
contribution to their retirement program by 1.2 percent over 
three years. 

"A permanent pay freeze is neither sustainable nor 
desirable," Obama's proposal said. 

During the two-year freeze, which Obama ordered in late 
2010, eligible federal employees have received within-grade 
step increases for advancing through levels of the General 
Schedule pay system. Republican lawmakers have targeted 
those within-grade raises, which average $2,000, as a way to 
cut federal spending. 

Federal employees and union leaders expressed tepid 
support for the pay raise Monday, noting as they often do that 
lower pay levels could deter potential applicants from seeking 
federal employment or encourage current workers to look for 
jobs in the private sector. 

In addition, making workers pay more out of pocket for 
retirement "will have a serious impact on the retirement 
security [that] federal employees were promised," National 
Federation of Federal Employees President William R. 
Dougan said in an e-mail to reporters. 

A federal employee earning $50,000 annually would have 
to pay an additional $600 each year into his or her retirement 
account, without any change in benefits, Dougan said. "In the 
wake of a two-year pay freeze, which effectively cut workers' 
pay by thousands after inflation, another $600 bill to pay 
would be difficult to bear." 

Patricia Niehaus, national president of the Federal 
Managers Association, said that in proposing separate wage 
increases for civilian and military employees, Obama is 
ignoring legislative precedent on giving equal raises to both 
groups. "Pay parity" is justified, Niehaus said, because "civil 
servants and their military counterparts often work side by 
side to ensure the safety of our country." 

The budget proposal also projects that federal 
employment levels will remain essentially flat in fiscal 2013, 
growing by 0.1 percent, or 2,400 employees, to 2.1 million 
from the 2012 estimated level. That figure is not a head count 
but rather a measure of work-year equivalents that includes 
part-time and seasonal workers. It does not include postal 
employees. The 2011 actual level had about 7,600 fewer 
positions. Though the federal government is the Washington 
region's largest employer, about 85 percent of the workforce 
lives and works beyond the Beltway. 

Among Cabinet departments, only four are projected to 
see job growth of more than 1 percent: Veterans Affairs is 
slated to get 4,300 new positions because of increased 
demand; 1,400 are expected for the Department of Homeland 
Security, mostly for airport and border security; and fewer 
than 1,000 new jobs are planned for the Justice Department for 
new federal prisons. 

The Treasury Department would add about 3,600 
positions, mainly to handle an uptick in tax enforcement, 
which the administration called "an investment that more than 
pays for itself." 

Staff increases are also projected for programs that rely 
on fees, rather than tax revenue, including food safety 
protection, financial market regulation, and the Patent and 
Trademark Office. The additional positions would be offset by 
small losses at a number of agencies, most notably 7,500 jobs 
- about 1 percent - at the Defense Department. Employment at 
the Agriculture and Interior departments would fall by about 
the same percentage. 
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21. Budget Request Includes TRICARE Cut, Military Retirement Details 
(GOVERNMENT EXECUTIVE 13 FEB 12) ... Amanda Palleschi 

President Obama proposed new TRICARE co-pays and 
fees, as well as a review of military retirement benefits, in his 
fiscal 2013 budget unveiled Monday. 

The administration provided new details on Defense 
Department personnel cuts first proposed in January. 

The budget includes new TRICARE co-pays, additional 
increases to TRICARE Prime enrollment fees, initiation of 
standard and extra annual enrollment fees, and adjustments to 
deductibles and catastrophic coverage caps. 

The budget proposal also modifies pharmacy co-pays to 
encourage the use of less expensive mail-order and military 
treatment facility pharmacies, and includes modest annual fees 
for Medicare-covered beneficiaries older than 65 (TRICARE 
for Life). 

The administration said these changes would save 
Defense an estimated $12.9 billion in discretionary funding 
and $4.7 billion in mandatory savings on Medicare-eligible 
retiree health care over the next five years. It is projected to 
save the department $12.1 billion over the next 10 years. 

Defense implemented TRICARE Prime fee increases for 
new retiree enrollees beginning in fiscal 2012; under the 2013 
proposal, the fees would be phased in based on annual 
retirement pay. 

The TRICARE fee increases mean that military retirees in 
upper-income tiers would see their health care contributions 
nearly quadruple over the next five years, Defense 
Comptroller Robert Hale told reporters Monday. “It’s quite 
generous compensation compared to private sector plans,” 
Hale said, adding the department could “revisit” the personnel 
figures -- which make up $135.1 billion of the fiscal 2013 base 
budget -- if the economy were to improve. 

The proposal includes some good news for military 
families: It provides $48.7 billion for the Defense Unified 
Medical Budget to support the Military Health System and 
$8.5 billion to support the “well-being and psychological 
health of the military family, ensuring excellence in military 
children’s education and their development, developing career 
and educational opportunities for military spouses, and 
increasing child care,” budget documents said. 

The president’s budget proposal provides a 1.7 percent 
increase to basic military pay in calendar 2013, the full 
increase authorized by current law. 

But the request recommends slowing pay raises after 
2014, capping them at 0.05 percent in fiscal 2015, 1 percent in 
fiscal 2016 and 1.5 percent in fiscal 2017. This idea was first 

introduced in January in Defense Secretary Leon Panetta’s 
highlights of the budget. 

“If it turns out we can’t attract and retain the people we 
need in the out years, then we won’t do that,” Hale said. “The 
big thing is, there’s no pay cuts and no prefreezes so we’re 
really just slowing the growth in the out years.” 

Monday’s proposal does provide a few more details on 
the department’s recommendation to target military retirement 
benefits as a source of savings by establishing a commission 
to review them. According to the administration’s proposal, 
Defense would transmit to a presidentially appointed 
commission initial recommendations on how to change the 
military retirement system; the commission would hold 
hearings, make final recommendations and draft legislation to 
implement its recommendation. The president would again 
weigh in on the commission recommendations and send them 
to lawmakers. The proposal would also include 
“grandfathering provisions” for current retirees and active-
duty members. 

Federal Managers Association President Patricia Niehaus 
argued that proposed reductions in retirement benefits are 
“evenly split” between civilian and military retirement 
programs.” 

“By including a 1.7 percent increase in pay for military 
members in the budget request, President Obama is following 
in the footsteps of his predecessor and ignoring over two 
decades of legislative precedent by proposing unequal pay 
raises for military and civilian federal employees,” Niehaus 
said in a statement. 

“Civil servants and their military counterparts often work 
side-by-side to ensure the safety of our country,” she added. 
“We ask the president to reconsider his decision to provide 
civilian and military employees disparate raises.” 

Other groups have suggested the administration’s 
proposals to cut military costs don’t go far enough. A recent 
analysis published by the Center for Strategic and Budgetary 
Analysis suggested that the changes in personnel fees in the 
department’s fiscal 2013 budget request account for roughly 
one-ninth of the $487 billion total in reductions it is seeking. 

TRICARE for Life alone “is costing us $11 billion a year 
in the Defense budget. That’s not a small amount of money -- 
that’s basically enough to buy a new carrier every year,” 
CSBA senior fellow Todd Harrison told reporters at a Defense 
budget preview last week. 
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22. Navy Surgeon General Provides Leadership Guidance To Navy Medicine 
(YOUTUBE 12 FEB 12) ... U.S. Navy Medicine 

Navy Surgeon General Vice Adm. Matt Nathan provides 
an overview of his leadership expectations for the Navy 
Medical global workforce. 

As the Navy Surgeon General and Chief, Bureau of 
Medicine and Surgery, Nathan leads 63,000 Navy Medicine 
personnel that provide health care support to the U.S. Navy, 

Marine Corps, their families and veterans in high operational 
tempo environments, at expeditionary medical facilities, 
medical treatment facilities, hospitals, clinics, hospital ships 
and research units around the world. 

View Clip (RT: 4:36) 
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23. Millions Owed To Families In Foreclosure Deal 
(NAVY TIMES 10 FEB 12) ... Patricia Kime 

The $25 billion nationwide foreclosure settlement 
announced Thursday by the Justice Department includes 
compensation for service members who have lost their homes 
to illegal foreclosures since 2006. 

It also contains provisions designed to protect military 
homeowners from future foreclosure or financial loss related 
to their military duties or orders. 

In a release Thursday, Justice said financial institutions 
JPMorgan Chase, Wells Fargo, Citigroup and Ally Financial 
— formerly GMAC — will review their foreclosures to 
determine whether any since Jan. 1, 2006 violated the 
Servicemembers Civil Relief Act. 

If any are found, the lenders must pay service members 
$116,785 each, in addition to any lost equity and interest. 

Under a separate agreement, those who held mortgages 
with JP Morgan Chase will receive their home free and clear 
of any debt, or the cash equivalent of the full value of the 
home at the time of sale. 

Eligible service members also could receive 
compensation for harm suffered, according to the release. 

Thomas Perez, assistant attorney general of the 
department’s civil rights division, did not estimate the total 
amount that could be recouped by the service members, but 
said a previous settlement, involving 157 personnel and Bank 
of America, topped more than $20 million. 

“The total settlement we expect will be well in excess of 
$20 million. The servicers have agreed to pay every single 
service member full compensation for any violation of their 
rights without any limit,” Perez said. 

The payments are above the $25 billion agreed to in the 
landmark agreement between the federal government, 49 
states’ attorneys general and five of the nation’s largest 
mortgage holders, Perez added. 

Also under the agreement, three banks — Citigroup, 
Wells Fargo and Ally — will review their records to see if any 
service member from Jan. 1, 2008, until present paid more 
than 6 percent on their mortgage interest after they’d requested 
a lower rate. 

Those who have paid interest above 6 percent will receive 
a refund, with interest on any amount charged in excess of six 
percent plus triple the amount refunded, or $500, or whichever 
is larger. 

JP Morgan Chase already made similar payments in an 
earlier settlement. 

The banks also will remove negative credit entries related 
to the eligible foreclosures and help the involved service 
members restore their credit ratings. 

Expanding Protections 
In addition to the monetary payouts for SCRA violations, 

the agreement made significant changes to the SCRA, 

including expanding the provision that protects service 
members from foreclosure if their mortgages were obtained 
before entering military service. 

Now, protections are available to all service members, 
regardless of when they secured their mortgages, if they 
received hostile fire/imminent danger pay and were stationed 
away from their home within nine months of the foreclosure. 

The agreement also requires the five banks in the 
settlement, which include Bank of America, to negotiate loan 
modifications — including waivers or short sale agreements 
— for military homeowners who are underwater on their loans 
but are forced to move because of permanent change of station 
orders if the homeowner is ineligible for the Defense 
Department’s Homeowners Assistance Program. 

“We simply should not force families to be separated 
when their commander sends them from say, Dover Air Force 
Base to McGuire Air Force Base. The banks had been 
requiring the member to leave behind their family, separating 
them before they would even have a discussion about whether 
or not there was the potential for a modification or a short sale 
discussion,” Delaware Attorney General Beau Biden said 
following the announcement. 

Holly Petraeus, assistant director of the Consumer 
Financial Protection Bureau’s Office of Servicemember 
Affairs, praised the resolution, which she said should bring 
“peace of mind” to military families. 

“On my travels to military communities across the 
country during the past year, I have repeatedly heard about the 
devastating impact of the housing crisis on military 
homeowners. I … am pleased this settlement addresses those 
challenges,” Petraeus said. 

The new agreement, combined with previous settlements, 
puts the vast majority of military foreclosures under court-
ordered review, Perez said. 

A JPMorgan Chase spokesman said the company has 
been working with the federal government as well as states 
attorneys general to address the “complex issues to reach this 
settlement.” 

“The settlement includes far-reaching relief that will help 
many of our customers and complement our already extensive 
efforts to improve our borrower assistance and servicing 
processes,” he said. 

Perez could not estimate the time frame for the banks to 
complete their reviews, which will be overseen by the Civil 
Rights Division. 

Are You Eligible? 
Service members or family members who think they may 

be eligible for the settlement can contact the Justice 
Department at 800-896-7743 or contact the nearest Armed 
Forces Legal Assistance Office. 
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24. Summit To Discuss Civilian Credentials For Vets 
(NAVY TIMES 13 FEB 12) ... Rick Maze 

The American Legion is bringing together industry, trade 
unions and military training officials next week for a three-day 
summit on cutting red tape to help separating service members 
translate military-learned skills into immediate post-service 
jobs. 

The federal government, including the armed services, 
has launched dozens of pilot programs aimed at making it 
easier for people who learned a marketable skill in the military 
to get a civilian license or credentials. 
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This has not been an easy process, said Steve Gonzalez, 
assistant director of the Legion’s national economic division. 

Military training often differs from private-sector training 
in fields such as emergency medicine, where someone who 
knows how to save a life on a battlefield may find his training 
does not automatically translate into the skills needed to work 
for a local ambulance service. 

On the federal side, the Defense, Labor and Veterans 
Affairs departments are working under various congressional 
mandates to come up with ways to ease the transition for 
separating service members. State and industry initiatives also 
are ongoing, Gonzalez said. 

There are so many ongoing experiments and changes in 
law that is hard to get a sense of what’s working, Gonzalez 
said. For a separating veteran, it also is hard to understand 

what rule might apply; there are significant differences from 
state to state, and among different specialties. 

Next week’s credentials summit in Washington, co-
sponsored by the Legion and the U.S. Chamber of Commerce, 
is designed to help leaders get a better grasp on the efforts 
underway, whether they could work in more than one state and 
whether there are some military skills better suited to 
immediate civilian credentials that would help a large number 
of veterans find work, Gonzales said. 

The Legion’s goal is to produce a post-summit plan of 
action for use in narrowing the number of credentialing 
programs and, if required, to get Congress to grant new 
authorities. 

“Progress is being made in some states,” Gonzales said. 
“We need to look at what is working and whether this can be a 
cross-state program.” 
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25. SUBLANT Sailors Participate In Culinary Showdown 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 13 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Kim Williams, Commander, Submarine Force 
Atlantic Public Affairs 

VIRGINIA BEACH, Va. -- Culinary specialists assigned 
to Commander, Submarine Force Atlantic (SUBLANT) 
participated in a culinary competition for Navy chefs at the 
Sheraton Hotel in Virginia Beach, Va., Feb. 10. 

The 2nd Annual Best of the Mess (BOM) competition, 
sponsored by the Chief Petty Officer Scholarship Fund 
(CPOSF) organization, pitted teams from SUBLANT, USS 
Theodore Roosevelt (CVN 71), Naval Sea Systems Norfolk 
and Carrier Strike Group 2, in a "Top Chef" style cook-off 
where each group prepared a three-course tasting menu 
featuring New Orleans style food for 300 guests. 

"We wanted to do something different with our menu this 
year," said Culinary Specialist 1st Class Jefferey Zimmerman, 
a chef with the "SUBLANT Hot Runners.” "With the theme 
ingredients they gave us, it would be easy to do a gumbo, 
e'touffee or jambalaya or anything of that sort, but we tried to 
go out of the box. We didn't want to do anything other teams 
might be doing. We were focusing on originality." 

SUBLANT's menu consisted of a pecan crusted oyster 
Po'boy bruschetta appetizer, "SUBLANT" Cajun pork 
shoulder, and Creole okra fettuccine entrees and a bananas 
foster king cake for dessert. 

"I love experimenting with food and trying new things," 
Zimmerman said. "I love to bake and if I see a recipe that 
interests me, I'll try it!" 

Team SUBLANT also participated in the inaugural BOM 
and used that experience to prepare for this year's contest. 

"We definitely learned from last year's competition," said 
Chief Culinary Specialist Angel Lebron, leading chief petty 
officer for the SUBLANT Flag Mess. "We allowed ourselves 
more prep time and implemented a few additional things to 
our setup." 

Lebron discussed how his Sailors took the lead in 
preparing SUBLANT for the competition and that he was 
more of a team advisor. 

"This competition is based on our junior Sailors' skills. 
They're at that level where they're learning, but also teaching 
each other," said Lebron. "This year, my role is to be the 
team's eyes and ears and their backup. I'm also assisting with 
the setup and decoration of our station, which last year we 
kind of fell short in. You'd be surprised at what the Sailors can 
come up with using the ingredients list they are provided. 
They have free will and knowledge to explore different 
recipes. And this contest allows us a chance to show the world 
that we are not just Sailors in the Navy, but also technicians in 
the art of cooking." 

The BOM competition is an annual event for the CPOSF 
organization, which raised $3,000 last year. 

"It's a great opportunity for a fundraiser for the 
scholarship fund," said Jesse Elliott, president of the Chief 
Petty Officer Scholarship Fund Organization. "We've given 
out three quarters of a million dollars in scholarships and we'd 
like to do more. This year we've made close to $10,000, so 
we're doing better. Lots of hard work goes into this and lots of 
leg work, but the reward is tremendous." 

Team SUBLANT finished the evening as second runner-
up with last's year's champion Roosevelt taking second place 
and Carrier Strike Group 2 taking home this year's top spot. 

The Navy's more than 7,000 culinary specialists (CS), 
deployed around the globe, feed on average more than 92 
million wholesome and nutritious meals per year, ensuring the 
Navy's fighting forces operate at peak performance and are 
ready to respond to threats worldwide. Navy commanding 
officers agree that nothing impacts Sailors on a day-to-day 
basis more than the food CSs prepare for them; they believe 
these top quality meals contribute directly to Sailor quality of 
life and morale. Today's CSs have greater culinary instruction 
than ever before. With even more advanced training on the 
way, Sailors, both afloat and ashore, can look forward to even 
healthier and better-tasting meals in the near future. 

Return to Index 



 27

 
26. Navy Seabee Hears Unborn Baby's Heartbeat Half A World Away 
(KPLR FOX ST. LOUIS 13 FEB 12) ... Dan Gray 

ST. LOUIS, MO— Many couples will be spending 
Valentine's Day sharing the love in their hearts. For one metro 
east couple an extra heart is beating this holiday. Thanks to 
technology a man serving in the Navy in Afghanistan got to 
hear his unborn baby's heart beat from an ultrasound in 
Belleville. Brandon and Lauren Winkelmann were nearly 
seven thousand miles apart at one of the most memorable 
moments in the lives of expectant parents. 

Lauren was having her first ultra sound and Brandon was 
included via her cell phone. 

"Oh Brandon, can you hear that?,” said Jana Elbe, 
Lauren's mom, as she recorded the moment on her cell phone. 
"It was crazy, I mean the first time you hear your child's 
heartbeat, it's life changing,” Lauren said. 

Brandon walked ten minutes through the snow on the 
other side of his Naval base at one o'clock in the morning 

Afghanistan time to get to a phone so he could hear his baby's 
heartbeat. 

Lauren said, "He didn't talk too much. I just heard a lot of 
sniffling on the phone so I don't know if he had a cold or what, 
ha, ha." 

Lauren's mom recorded the event on video. She didn't 
want Brandon to miss a minute of it. 

Jana Elbe said, "When we found out she was pregnant I 
promised Brandon that I would take any photograph, record 
any event that happened. And it was going to go to him first 
before it went to anybody else." 

Brandon Winkelmann is due home from Afghanistan this 
summer. Lauren is due to have the baby in September. 
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FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
27. DoD Proposes Smaller FY 2013 Shipbuilding Budget 
(DEFENSE DAILY 14 FEB 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

The Pentagon's funding request for Navy shipbuilding for 
fiscal 2013 released yesterday is down by more than $1 billion 
from the current spending year, but did not reflect the plan to 
delay construction on two Littoral Combat Ships and a 
Virginia -class attack submarine as outlined in the revised 
five-year shipbuilding plan. 

The Navy is seeking $13.5 billion for shipbuilding or 
about $1.4 billion less than Congress appropriated for fiscal 
2012, which ends Sept. 30. Overall, the Pentagon is asking for 
$43.9 billion for Navy and Marine Corps acquisition, 
including $17.3 billion for aircraft-about $850 million less 
than this year's amount. 

The Navy's spending proposal was released as part of the 
Pentagon's budget request of $613.9 billion, a figure that 
accounts for $88.5 billion for contingency operations largely 
in Afghanistan. 

The Pentagon said in January that it would slip two LCSs 
and one Virginia -class (SSN-774) sub outside of the five-year 
plan that runs through 2017. The SSN-774 has been moved 
from fiscal 2014 to 2018. The procuring of four LCSs 
annually will remain in place until 2016 and 2017, when the 
rate drops to two for each year. The budget release also 
unveiled plans to take one Arleigh Burke -class (DDG-51) off 
the books in 2014 and shift it to 2016. 

Rear Adm. Joseph Mulloy, the deputy assistant secretary 
of the Navy for the budget, told reporters that a backlog of 
ships already on order should soften the impact on the 
industrial base, and by the end of 2017 the fleet of Navy vessel 
will remain at the current number of 285. He said 37 ships are 
under currently under construction. 

"So we have a very large amount of backlog. So in all 
these yards where you may see low numbers, there's an 
extensive amount of work, and it takes a couple years to get 
them on contract," he said. "We have nine more ships to award 
this year." 

The Navy is re-evaluating long term goal of building and 
sustaining a 313-ship fleet in light to the new global posture 
strategy presented by the Obama administration last month. 
Mulloy said the Navy estimates that the fleet size will exceed 
300 in the next decade. The evaluation is expected to be 
complete in April or May, he said. 

The budget reduced research and development for the 
replacement to the Ohio -class ballistic missile submarine, in 
line with plans to delay initial procurement of the SSBN-X 
from 2019 to 2021. R&D spending on the program was cut to 
$565 million from the $1 billion appropriated for 2012. 

The request would provide $608.2 million for the first 
year of construction on the second ship in the new Gerald R. 
Ford class (CVN-78) of aircraft carriers, affirming the Navy's 
commitment to sustaining 11 carrier-based battle groups 
despite earlier speculation they might be reduced to 10. The 
revised global strategy calls for greater focus on the Asia-
Pacific region in large part based on sea power. 

A key element of that is countering attempts by potential 
adversaries to deny area access. Todd Harrison, a budget 
analyst at the Center for Strategic Budgetary Assessment, said 
the funding of an aircraft carrier, which is more vulnerable to 
enemy anti-access area denial threats, is questionable when it 
comes at the cost of delaying the procurement of subs more 
capable of coping with the challenge. 

"It kind of makes you wonder what they are talking 
about," he said. 

The budget documents propose $3.5 billion for the 
procurement of two DDG-51s in 2013, four Littoral Combat 
Ships--two of each Freedom and Independence class variants--
for 1.8 billion. That figure includes buying three mission 
modules: One for mine countermeasures and two for surface 
warfare. The document calls for spending $4.8 billion for two 
SSN-774s and $1.6 billion to overhaul and refuel the USS 
Abraham Lincoln (CVN-72) aircraft carrier. 
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The document also seeks $811 million to fund cost 
overruns associated with the CVN-78. Malloy said he did not 
expect the cost growth to become much larger even though the 
ship is only about halfway complete. 

One of the biggest victims of the Navy's effort to rein in 
costs at a time of federal budget constraints is the Joint High 
Speed Vessel, which is taking the bulk of the service's 
shipbuilding cuts. The Navy originally planned to buy two 
dozen JHSVs, but later reduced the fleet size to 10. The Navy 
is asking for $189 million for the final ship of the class. 

On aircraft, the V-22 is facing sharp reductions over the 
next five years. Plans to buy more than 120 under a multi-year 
contract will be reduced to 91. For fiscal 2013, the Pentagon is 
requesting $1.7 billion to buy 21, a drop of 14 from the current 
year. 

The Navy is seeking $1.2 billion for five of the E-2D 
Advanced Hawkeye, is maintaining plans to buy 26 F/A-18 E 
and F variants for $2.2 billion, and 12 EA-18G Growlers for 
$1 billion. 
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28. Procurement Delays Add Up To Big Savings 
(NATIONAL DEFENSE 13 FEB 12) ... Sandra Erwin 

Pentagon contractors will be taking a $75 billion hit from 
weapon cuts and delays that are part of the 2013-2017 budget 
proposal. 

It's a familiar tactic used by Pentagon accountants to 
squeeze more spending into a tight budget: Delay purchases of 
new weapons into the future to free up dollars for "must pay" 
immediate bills such as payroll and overseas operations. 

Former Defense Secretary Robert Gates managed to 
generate $300 billion in "out-year" savings, by his own 
account, when he canceled and postponed a number of major 
weapon systems in 2009. 

The 2013-2017 budget proposal unveiled today continues 
the practice. It projects $75 billion in savings over the five-
year period. Nearly $10 billion come from program 
terminations, and the rest from restructurings and 
postponements. 

Defense Department Comptroller Robert Hale said the 
Pentagon had to stretch out programs in order to satisfy a 
mandate to reduce spending by $259 billion in the next five 
years. He said that was simply the only way the Pentagon 
could meet obligatory cuts under the Budget Control Act. 

The biggest savings are in to the following programs: 

 Joint Strike Fighter: $13.1 billion 

 Nuclear missile submarine delay: $4.3 billion 

 Army Ground Combat Vehicle: $1.3 billion 

 Air Force Global Hawk Block 30: $2.5 billion 

 Defense Weather Satellite: $2.3 billion 

 Humvee recapitalization: $900 million 

Other projects that are being curtailed include the Air 
Force’s C-27J Joint Cargo Aircraft and C-130 avionics 
upgrade program, a Navy medium-range maritime unmanned 
aircraft, the Army's family of medium tactical vehicles, the 
joint air-to-ground missile, the Marine Corps’ MV-22 Osprey, 
and the Navy's P8A Poseidon surveillance aircraft and E-2D 
Advanced Hawkeye command-and-control aircraft. 

Analysts have cast a skeptical eye on these projected 
savings. Although stretching out development or trimming 
production orders saves money in the near term, they tend to 
drive up the per-unit cost of weapons over time. When 
programs are delayed, the Pentagon must continue to fund a 
program’s overhead costs, which ultimately inflates the 
overall price tag of a program, analysts say. Greater projected 
costs lead to what is known in Pentagonese as a "death spiral" 
of soaring price tags and reduced quantities of equipment. 

Contractors fret at programs delays as they suspect that 
terminations ultimately will follow. During a Feb. 13 news 
conference, Hale insisted that some of these delays are 
necessary for budgetary reasons and should not be read as 
preludes to cancellations. The JSF, for instance, needs more 
time to complete testing. The Navy's next-generation ballistic 
missile submarine will take two more years to allow for design 
changes so it can be made “affordable,” Hale said. 

In an ideal world, the Pentagon would prefer to not defer 
programs and risk unit cost spikes, said Hale. But Congress 
passed the Budget Control Act, he said, and procurement 
accounts usually become the first target during short-term 
budget drills. 

The Navy is pushing 16 ships to the out-years. According 
to Rear Adm. Joseph P. Mulloy, deputy assistant secretary of 
the Navy for budget, rescheduling ship purchases does not 
affect the fleet size significantly. He noted that there are today 
37 new ships under construction. By 2017, the Navy still will 
have the same number of ships it has today, 285, he said at a 
Pentagon news conference. Postponing 16 ships and 69 
aircraft will save the Navy $32 billion. 

The Army is planning to cancel eight programs – a nearly 
$2 billion savings -- in the five-year plan: A surveillance 
aircraft called EMARS, a Humvee modernization project, a 
“mounted warrior” soldier ensemble, a sensor named LRASS 
3, a JPALS parachute system, the Family of Medium Tactical 
Vehicles, and a soldier armor program. It is also deferring its 
new Ground Combat Vehicle and a new armed scout 
helicopter. 

Deputy Director of Army Budget Barbara L. Bonessa said 
these program terminations are not expected to have a major 
impact on industry. “The risk to the industrial base is 
manageable,” she said. But she noted that some companies 
might choose to make “business decisions” based on these 
cancellations. “That will rest with the private sector,” she said. 

Air Force procurement delays will save $3 billion. The 
programs affected are the Global Hawk Block 30 unmanned 
air vehicle, a light attack aircraft, the C-130 avionics 
modernization and the C-27J cargo aircraft. It is also cutting 
24 out of a planned 48 order of new Reaper UAVs. This has 
less to do with budget issues than with the Air Force’s ability 
to staff more Reaper units, said Maj. Gen. Edward L. Bolton 
Jr., Air Force deputy assistant secretary for budget. “We're 
stretching the production with our ability to produce crews. It 
didn't make sense to have that many aircraft if we didn't have 
the crews” to do the data analysis.” 
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Bolton said the Air Force plans to eliminate more than 
300 aircraft from the fleet, and that the impact of those cuts is 

being evaluated under a “force structure review” that is 
expected to be announced March 6. 
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29. Lawmakers: Navy Plan To Move Carrier Dead In Water 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 14 FEB 12) ... Bill Bartel 

WASHINGTON - The Navy has ended, for now, its 
attempt move a Norfolk-based aircraft carrier to Mayport, Fla., 
but three other ships - possibly from Hampton Roads - might 
be headed for the Florida base soon. 

The ship movement plans were announced Monday as the 
Obama administration presented a proposed 2013 defense 
budget that calls for two new rounds of military base closings 
over three years and a handful of construction projects in 
southeast Virginia. The spending plan also includes a small 
pay raise and a boost in the housing allowance for military 
personnel but increases out-of-pocket medical expenses for 
military retirees. 

Navy officials said during a budget briefing at the 
Pentagon on Monday that they are still committed to strategic 
dispersal of ships - a key argument for moving a carrier out of 
Norfolk, which is the only East Coast carrier base - but fiscal 
pressures forced them to defer the Mayport relocation. 

Instead, the Navy is making plans to move other ships to 
Florida. 

"The Navy will demonstrate its continued commitment to 
strategic dispersal by moving a three-ship amphibious ready 
group to Mayport in 2015," said Lt. Courtney Hillson, a Navy 
spokeswoman. 

The ready groups, which are located in Hampton Roads, 
San Diego and Japan, are made up of an amphibious assault 
ship and two smaller amphibious ships. 

Hampton Roads also will lose a cruiser, a fast-attack 
submarine, and a dock landing ship to decommissioning, she 
said, and Navy Expeditionary Combat Command in Virginia 
Beach will be restructured. 

U.S. Rep. Ander Crenshaw, R-Fla, whose district includes 
Mayport and who has been fighting with Virginia legislators 
over the carrier relocation, said the ready group could be 
moving to Florida as early as this fall. 

"That means 2,000 Sailors and their families will call 
Mayport home," Crenshaw said in a statement. 

Hampton Roads' congressional delegation praised the 
Navy's decision to indefinitely halt plans to move a carrier in 
2019 as a victory for the region. 

U.S. Rep. Randy Forbes, R-Chesapeake, said the prospect 
of large defense cuts outweighed the Navy's desire to have a 
second East Coast carrier homeport. The service has argued 
that a second port is necessary to disperse the carrier fleet 
because of the risks of terrorist attacks and hurricane-related 
damage. 

Losing a carrier would have cost the region about 6,000 
jobs and $425 million in annual revenue, according to 
economists. 

"Today's announcement to call off these plans is a 
tremendous victory for the citizens of Hampton Roads, who 
proudly provide vital industrial services to our nation's armed 
forces," Forbes said in a statement. 

However, U.S. Sen. Mark Warner of Virginia noted that 
"there will be some modest shifts in personnel and in the total 
number of ships" at Joint Expeditionary Base Little Creek-Fort 

Story as part of the budget proposal. Through 2020, he said, 
there will be 111,000 Sailors and Marines in Hampton Roads, 
about 3,000 fewer than at present. 

The defense budget proposal also includes tens of 
millions of dollars in construction projects at facilities in 
southeastern Virginia, including $39 million for training 
barracks at Oceana Naval Air Station. 

However, as defense officials look for ways to pare 
spending, they're asking Congress for two rounds of military 
base closings - known by the acronym BRAC - first in 2013 
and again in 2015. 

The most recent Base Realignment and Closure 
commission, in 2005, led to the closing of Fort Monroe in 
Hampton as well as a recommendation that Oceana Naval Air 
Station in Virginia Beach be shut down. State and local 
officials managed to keep Oceana open with pledges to more 
strongly address the Navy's concerns about development 
encroaching on the base. 

Individual service members' personal finances probably 
will break even despite pay raises and larger housing 
allowances, a top Navy official said Monday, because of 
increased health care expenses. 

"The bottom line is no one is losing a dollar. There is a 
not a Sailor or Marine who is losing a dollar from their current 
paycheck," said Rear Adm. Joseph Mulloy, the Navy’s' top 
budget officer. "This is merely an adjustment of what is the 
ramp up over time." 

The budget calls for pay raises of 1.7 percent a year in 
2013 and 2014, followed by smaller raises of 0.5 percent in 
2015, 1 percent in 2016 and 1.5 percent in 2017. 

Robert Hale, the Pentagon's chief financial officer, said 
any pay raise after 2014 is open to adjustment if defense 
officials find that the compensation isn't competitive and 
hinders recruitment. 

At the same time, housing allowances for active-duty 
personnel will increase $2.3 billion compared with this year's 
$7.3 billion budget. 

But the cost of health care for retired veterans and their 
families - particularly those who are retired but still of 
working age - would rise steadily over the next five years. 

Prompted by rapidly rising health care cost, the budget 
proposes that Tricare Prime family enrollment fee for 
working-age retirees follow a three-tier payment system keyed 
to the retiree's income. The annual enrollment fees, which this 
year range from $460 to $520, would increase next year to 
$600, $720 or $820. In five years, the fees would be $893, 
$1,523 and $2,048, respectively. 

Prescription co-payments for retirees and military family 
member will rise slightly under the budget plan. But co-
payments will be smaller for generic drugs and mail-order 
purchases. 
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Broadcast Clip - Navy Cancels Carrier Move From 

Norfolk To Florida 
(WVEC ABC NORFOLK 13 FEB 12) Mike Gooding 
There's good news for the Hampton Roads economy -- the 

Navy's proposed budget has no money to move a nuclear-
powered aircraft carrier from Norfolk Naval Station to Naval 
Station Mayport, Florida. 

The announcement that there will continue to be 5 
nuclear-powered aircraft carriers in the Hampton Roads region 

through 2020 came Monday from the congressional 
delegation. 

View Clip (RT: 2:34) 
Broadcast Clip - Mayport carrier move stricken from 

budget 
(WAVY NBC NORFOLK 13 FEB 12) Art Kohn 
Local Congressmen have confirmed that a proposed plan 

to move an aircraft carrier to Mayport, Fla. is not detailed in 
the upcoming defense budget . 

View Clip (RT: 3:06) 
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30. No Carrier For Mayport In The Near Future, If At All 
(FLORIDA TIMES-UNION 13 FEB 12) ... Adam Kealoha Causey 

If the economy doesn’t improve, Mayport Naval Station 
won’t be getting a nuclear-powered aircraft carrier, at least not 
until the middle of the next decade. 

President Barack Obama’s spending plan for next year, 
submitted to Congress on Monday, doesn’t include money for 
projects necessary if part of the nuclear fleet were to be 
relocated from the Hampton Roads area — a move long hoped 
for in Jacksonville and feared in Virginia. 

The budget sets out planning for the coming five years 
and jettisons three key bits of spending: funding to upgrade a 
Mayport wharf to allow it to handle a nuclear carrier, to build 
a facility where the ship could be maintained and to build a 
parking garage to handle the influx of Sailors. In last year’s 
budget, those projects were all slated to begin between 2013 
and 2016, with the carrier arriving in 2019. 

“Due to fiscal realities, there is no carrier military 
construction funding for Mayport in this budget,” said Navy 
Capt. Danny Hernandez, spokesman for the chief of naval 
operations. 

But with the slowdown comes a consolation prize: An 
amphibious readiness group homeported at Mayport. That 
move, Hernandez said, is a sign of the Navy’s commitment to 
strategic dispersal, long an argument for having carriers in 
multiple East Coast ports. 

The ships’ company for such a group numbers about 
2,000 Sailors. The move will likely not bring any additional 
Marines to the area. 

The Navy has not yet decided which ships will be 
coming, but the East Coast-based amphibious groups are all 
stationed in Virginia. Defense officials have said that having 
all five carriers homeported in Norfolk is a national security 
concern. 

As the news trickled out Monday, politicians tried to look 
on the bright side, painting the carrier decision as simply a 
pause while focusing on the arrival of the other assets. 

“It’s disappointing to see the delay. The good news, in the 
short term, is more ships are going to come to Mayport,” U.S. 
Rep. Ander Crenshaw said at his office in Jacksonville’s 
Riverside neighborhood. “This is really not about Virginia 
versus Florida.” 

Navy plans also call for two more destroyers, three 
additional coastal patrol crafts and eight littoral combat ships 
to be based at Mayport, Crenshaw said. 

That’s good news for the city, according to Jacksonville 
Mayor Alvin Brown, who said the arrival of the ships will 
create jobs and help retain skilled workers. 

“The addition of more ships and Sailors will be another 
opportunity to showcase Jacksonville as the most military 
friendly city in the United States,” Brown said. 

Virginia Reps. Randy Forbes, Rob Wittman and Scott 
Rigell, all Republicans, issued a joint press release praising the 
Navy’s decision to cut the money for the nuclear craft move. 
The five ships carriers are based in the representatives’ 
districts, and they argued that spending $500 million to $1 
billion to create another East Coast homeport would be 
“redundant.” 

“Historic fiscal challenges and the devastating prospect of 
a trillion dollars in defense cuts have only bolstered our 
argument that such a move would not just be strategically 
unnecessary, but also fiscally irresponsible,” Forbes said. 

But Crenshaw said the chief of naval operations, Adm. 
Jonathan Greenert, assured him the nuclear ship still is 
creeping this way. The military already has spent $47.6 
million in the last three years to prepare for its arrival. Most of 
that money has been for dredging, which is also necessary for 
the large-deck amphibious ship to navigate the channel. 

U.S. Sen. Bill Nelson, D-Fla., has it from Greenert’s boss, 
Navy Secretary Ray Mabus, that this branch of the military 
still is committed to dispersing at least one nuclear carrier to 
Mayport. 

“I’m disappointed the carrier move is not scheduled in the 
next five years, even though the Navy is committed to 
bringing a nuclear aircraft carrier to Mayport,” Nelson said in 
a news release. 

U.S. Sen. Marco Rubio, R-Fla., was more pointed with 
his criticism of the Democratic president’s decision to cut 
funding for the nuclear carrier. 

“This minor investment to strategically disperse our 
nation’s capital ships, a requirement of the Navy’s, is now set 
back years with this one budget,” Rubio said in a news release. 

Obama’s overall spending plan for 2013 totals $3.8 
trillion. The defense portion is about $525 billion. 

The proposed budget also proposes two more rounds of 
base closings, in 2013 and 2015. Jacksonville was last affected 
by the so-called BRAC process in 1993, when Cecil Field 
Naval Air Station was ordered closed. The military base 
shuttered in 1999. 
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31. Pentagon: Budget Cuts In Manpower, Weapons Programs To Add Savings 
San Diego benefits from crosscurrent shifting resources toward Asia-Pacific 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 13 FEB 12) ... Gretel C. Kovach 

San Diego and its concentration of military bases and 
defense companies are expected to fare well under proposed 
Pentagon budget cuts announced Monday, despite potential 
reductions in manpower, aircraft purchases, operational units 
and shipbuilding. 

All branches of the armed forces will be affected as the 
military cuts its active-duty and reserve force by 5.5 percent 
over the next five years, but pay and benefits for those now in 
uniform are protected under the fiscal year 2013 budget 
request the president sent to Congress. 

The Defense Department also plans to delay purchases in 
the next five years of the V-22 Osprey tilt-rotor based at 
Miramar Marine Corps Air Station, the F-35 Joint Strike 
Fighter jet estimated to arrive here in about a decade, and 16 
new ships that were scheduled for construction. 

The impact in San Diego, however, is expected to be 
counterbalanced by a shift in resources and attention toward 
the Asia-Pacific region. For example, none of the nine 
warships scheduled for retirement call San Diego home port, 
according to information released Monday evening to the U-T 
by Lt. Courtney Hillson, a Navy spokeswoman. 

Seven cruisers will be taken out of service in fiscal years 
2013 and 2014: Cowpens, Anzio, Vicksburg, Port Royal, 
Gettysburg, Chosin and Hue City; as well as two dock landing 
ships, Whidbey Island and Tortuga. Those ships are based in 
Virginia, Florida, Hawaii and Japan. 

Two of the Navy’s new Littoral Combat Ships, one of 
each variant, are among the 16 ships removed from the near-
term building plan. But San Diego stands to gain from the 
eventual arrival of as many as 16 littorals and the return of a 
third aircraft carrier, said Larry Blumberg, executive director 
of the San Diego Military Advisory Council. 

Despite the austere budget climate, “We believe that the 
San Diego region will come out of this in good shape,” 
Blumberg said. 

Military personnel in San Diego and the Pacific are 
expected to play a key role in coming years in military 
operations and disaster relief in Asia, as they did during the 
earthquake in Japan, said retired Navy Capt. Dale Lumme, 
National Executive Director of the Navy League of the United 
States. 

“I don’t think you can overemphasize just how important 
the Navy-Marine Corps team is as the U.S. shifts its strategic 
focus to the Asia-Pacific region,” he said. In light of those 
needs, the Navy League is concerned that the proposed budget 
will allow for only about 285 ships, instead of the fleet of 
about 325 called for in some projections. 

“This budget will only maintain our current ship number 
of 285 with 182,000 or fewer Marines and will lead to 
significant strain on a force that has already been stretched to 
its limits through 10 years of war on two fronts,” Lumme said. 

San Diego County is home to more than 100,000 active 
duty Marines and Sailors and roughly 50 warships. Altogether, 
the military pumped roughly $30 billion into the economy in 
direct and indirect spending in 2009, about twice as much as 
tourism, according to the 2011 economic impact study by the 
San Diego Military Advisory Council. 

The Army and Marine Corps will take the biggest hit in 
end strength if the budget request is enacted. Those services 
swelled in size in the last decade to handle most of the troop-
intensive ground combat in Iraq and Afghanistan. 

By 2017, overall end-strength of the Marine Corps will 
fall by 8.3 percent, the Army by 6.8 percent, the Navy by 3.9 
percent and the Air Force by 2.3 percent, according to the plan 
disclosed Monday. 

Looking at active-duty end strength only, the Marine 
Corps will shrink by 20,000 to 182,100 and the Navy by 6,200 
to 319,500 by fiscal year 2017. 

On the Marine Corps side, one infantry regiment 
headquarters, five infantry battalions, one artillery battalion, 
four tactical air squadrons and one combat logistics battalion 
are on the chopping block. 

Col. Sean Gibson, a spokesman for Marine Corps Combat 
Development Command, said details of which Marine Corps 
operational units will be affected will be disclosed after the 
Commandant presents his budget statement to Congress later 
this week. 

Other highlights of the proposed budget: 

 A request for two more rounds of nationwide base 
closures. 

 Slowdown in purchases of Lockheed Martin’s new 
Joint Strike Fighter jet, including 13 fewer aircraft 
purchases in 2013 and expected savings that year of 
$1.6 billion – the largest among $18 billion in 
weapons cuts. 

 A restructuring of the V-22 Osprey tilt-rotor aircraft 
program delaying purchases of 24 aircraft until after 
2017 and new bulk buying terms expected to save an 
estimated $1.7 billion, including $400 million for 
2013. 

The Defense Department cuts will contribute to a $259 
billion down payment in savings over the next five years 
among $487 billion in projected defense spending cuts over 
the next decade. 

The Pentagon is proposing a $525.4 billion base budget -- 
a drop of $5.2 billion from this year -- and $88.5 billion for 
what it calls overseas contingency operations such as the war 
in Afghanistan -- a $26.6 billion drop from this year. 

Rep. Susan Davis, D-San Diego, ranking member of the 
House Subcommittee on Military Personnel, said: “The 
President has put forth a defense budget that meets the needs 
laid out under the recent strategic review, but we will still be 
required to make smart choices among difficult decisions. We 
need to keep our promises to returning service members and 
continue support for military families.” 

Pay raises of 1.7 percent to basic compensation and an 
average of 4.2 percent to housing allowances are included in 
the budget request. 

Fees for health care and pharmacy co-payments for some 
working-age retirees would nearly quadruple, but active-duty 
troops are not affected. 

“There is not a Sailor or Marine losing a dollar from his 
current paycheck in this,” said the Navy Department budget 
director, Rear Adm. Joseph Mulloy. 
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Blumberg said his biggest fear is not the current proposal, 
but sequestration -- the additional $500 billion in defense cuts 
scheduled to take effect next year because of the debt 
negotiation impasse. “None of this plan takes into account any 
of the potential impact of sequestration. Congress has got to 
solve that problem and they’ve got to solve it before January 
2013.” 

Republican leaders of the House rebuked the president for 
what Rep. Howard “Buck” McKeon, chairman of the Armed 
Services Committee, described as misplaced priorities and a 
redirection of resources from national defense to “exploding 
domestic bureaucracies.” 

“This budget reflects a true reduction, in real terms, of 
military spending while we have troops in combat. It 
irresponsibly ignores the looming threat of sequestration, 
while failing to adequately address threats posed by our 
adversaries around the world,” he said in a statement. 

Echoing his concerns, Joe Kasper, a spokesman for Rep. 
Duncan Hunter, R-Alpine, said “There’s nothing good to say 
about the defense component of the budget. It attempts to put 
in motion a plan for some deficit reduction on the backs of our 
military men and women — and them only. 

“But for San Diego specifically, the shift in defense 
strategy keeps the region in a decent place compared to what 
we can expect in other areas of the country.” 
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32. Federal Budget's Impact In Maine: Heating Aid Loses, BIW Gains 
Obama's budget calls for more destroyers, cutting LIHEAP and base closures that could imperil Portsmouth 
Naval Shipyard. 
(PORTLAND (ME) PRESS HERALD 14 FEB 12) ... Jonathan Riskind 

WASHINGTON — President Obama's proposed budget 
again would slash a home-heating assistance program that 
helps thousands of low-income Mainers. 

Bath Iron Works could benefit -- the budget calls for more 
of the type of Navy destroyers that the Bath shipyard builds. 
But the proposal also requests new rounds of base closures – 
Portsmouth Naval Shipyard in Kittery dodged the last round in 
2005, but might still be vulnerable. 

Congress is sure to make changes to the $3.8 trillion 
budget proposal released Monday for the 2013 fiscal year 
beginning in October. 

The plan calls for spending $3 billion on the Low-Income 
Home Energy Assistance Program, more than the $2.57 billion 
initially requested for 2012. But LIHEAP got $4.7 billion in 
2011. Despite pressure by Maine and other lawmakers 
representing cold-winter states to win that amount for 2012, 
Congress increased it only to $3.5 billion. 

That means Maine will get less than $40 million in 
LIHEAP funding this winter, compared with $56.5 million last 
winter. Aid payments to Maine households are expected to 
average $483 this winter – last winter, the 63,802 Maine 
payments averaged $802. 

A number of lawmakers – including the Maine 
congressional delegation – pleaded with Obama to request at 
least $4.7 billion for LIHEAP in his 2013 budget. 

Obama's budget acknowledges that rising heating oil 
prices are a problem, and says it will target more of the 
proposed LIHEAP money to "states with vulnerable 
households facing high home heating costs for winter 2012-
2013." It is not clear what that might mean for Maine. 

Rep. Chellie Pingree, D-1st District, said Monday that she 
will continue to push for more LIHEAP funding. GOP Sen. 
Susan Collins of Maine said that she is "troubled that, yet 
again, the administration doesn't recognize the importance of 
adequately funding" LIHEAP. 

The proposed budget would benefit BIW and parent 
company General Dynamics, despite cuts to overall defense 
spending. 

The budget proposes funding construction of two new 
Burke-class destroyers for 2013, and a total of nine through 
2017. 

It is not yet clear how many of the ships would be built by 
BIW, which employs about 5,400 people. The shipyard 
competes for Burke destroyer contracts with the Huntington 
Ingalls shipyard in Pascagoula, Miss. 

As expected, BIW received a $680 million contract for a 
new Burke last year. But the Bath shipyard then beat out 
Pascagoula for the right to build a second Burke, the contract 
for which had been up for grabs. Defense analysts have said 
BIW has the edge when it comes to landing Burke work. 

Collins, a member of the Senate Armed Services 
Committee, praised the proposal to build two more Burke 
destroyers. But she criticized the budget's lack of funding to 
improve the infrastructure at Portsmouth Naval Shipyard, 
which overhauls submarines and employs about 4,600 civilian 
workers. 

A possibly greater threat looming for the public naval 
yard in Kittery is the administration's formal request in the 
budget for new rounds of military base closures in 2013 and 
2015. 

Defense analysts and members of Congress from Maine 
and New Hampshire disagreed over how vulnerable the 
shipyard might be last month when Secretary of Defense Leon 
Panetta announced the base closure idea. 

Maine lawmakers said the facility is too valuable to close, 
but one analyst said it's a potential target because there will be 
less work in the future on the nuclear submarines it overhauls. 

The Kittery shipyard was on the Defense Department's 
base closure list in 2005, but that recommendation was 
overturned by the independent Base Realignment and Closure 
Commission. 
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33. 2013 Defense Budget Rollout: Just the Opening Salvo 
(NATIONAL DEFENSE 13 FEB 12) ... Sandra Erwin 

The Pentagon's 2013 budget unveiled today by the Obama 
administration contains no big surprises. Most of the 

bombshells were dropped by Defense Secretary Panetta two 
weeks ago. 
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The proposal is President Obama's first full budget since 
the enactment of the Budget Control Act and also his first one 
where he is asking for a cut in defense spending. It seeks $525 
billion for the Pentagon's base budget, a 1.6 percent decline in 
real terms from fiscal year 2012. 

Anyone who might be trying to assess this budget's long-
term implications for the U.S. military and defense industry 
will be disenchanted. It will be as futile as winter weather 
forecasting. 

Coming just as Washington begins to gear up for 
presidential elections, the budget is just the first chess move. It 
follows what already has been a period of turbulent budget 
planning at the Defense Department which started in April 
when Obama warned that the post 9/11 money gusher was 
about to slow down. It was only a year ago that Obama 
projected a defense budget for 2013 that was $46 billion larger 
than what he is requesting now. Almost half of the rollbacks in 
spending are in the procurement and research-and-
development accounts. 

GOP lawmakers have seized the defense budget as fuel 
for their narrative that Obama is weakening the military. Their 
case, however, is undermined by Congress' own debt-
reduction legislation that not only mandated cuts for fiscal 
years 2012 and 2013, but also exposes the Pentagon to 
additional reductions of $500 billion over the next decade. 

Politics aside, the proposed budget keeps defense 
spending at historically high levels in a time of persistently 
large federal deficits. "It does not begin to erase the significant 
growth in national security spending that began in 1998," 
said Charles Knight, budget analyst for the Project on Defense 
Alternatives. The five-year forecast, which projects flat 
budgets, does not signal a new era of "restrained military 
posture for the United States," he says. The reductions so far 
are minor adjustments driven by the current fiscal crisis. 

Analysts also point out that the budget proposal is fraught 
with dubious assumptions. One is that a significant portion of 
the spending cuts that are built into the budget -- $259 billion 
over the next five years -- is based on wishful thinking. About 
$60 billion, or one-fourth of the cuts, are expected to come 
from phantom "efficiencies" that are unlikely to materialize, 
said Andrew Krepinevich, president of the Center for Strategic 
and Budgetary Assessments. 

"We've been to this rodeo many times," he said. 
"Typically you don't end up getting anywhere near the savings 
you anticipate." 

Another suspicious claim is that the Pentagon expects to 
save money by sharing more of the global policing burden 
with other nations. 

Predictions that the U.S. military can outsource 
responsibilities to allies are laughable, Krepinevich said. 
Where's the help going to come from? Europeans are cutting 
back. Egyptians are putting Americans on trial. Iraq remains 
unstable. Pakistan is the "kind of ally that makes you scratch 
your head," he said. 

According to the president's new guidance unveiled in 
January, the military will be making a "strategic pivot" from 
land wars to naval and air warfare and a larger presence in the 
Asia-Pacific region. The guidance was billed as a roadmap for 
the military to scale back missions in response to shrinking 
budgets. The Pentagon is recommending force cutbacks of 
more than 72,000 in the Army and 20,000 in the Marine Corps 

by 2017, with the expectations that the U.S. military presence 
in Afghanistan will have ended by then. 

Beyond a retrenchment from counterinsurgency wars, 
there is no hint that the Pentagon is scaling back any major 
missions, which raises questions about the Pentagon's ability 
to live with a smaller budget. 

Much of the strategic guidance tends to become a "wish 
list" rather than a priorities ranking effort, said Krepinevich. 

Pentagon officials insist that the 2013 budget marks a 
serious attempt at downsizing the military in response to 
declining budgets and a shift in national security priorities. 

Between 2013 and 2017, the military will be getting 
smaller, according to the budget proposal. 

 The Army will be losing eight brigades. 

 The Navy is eliminating nine ships (seven cruisers 
and two dock landing ships). 

 The Marine Corps axes one infantry regiment 
headquarters, five infantry battalions, one artillery 
battalion, four tactical air squadrons and one combat 
logistics battalion. 

 The Air Force sheds seven fighter squadrons and 303 
aircraft. 

 The Army is taking the biggest hit in active-duty 
personnel cuts (72,000). The Marine Corps will be 
cutting 20,000 troops. Smaller reductions are planned 
for the Navy (6,200) and the Air Force (4,200). 

Analysts have warned that the Pentagon's shift from land 
wars to high-tech combat would not be taken seriously until it 
was backed up by dramatic funding reallocations from the 
Army to the Navy and Air Force. The 2013 budget does not 
show such change is happening yet. 

Each of the three major branches of the military continue 
to receive about the same share of the budget they did a year 
ago. 

The only real trend seen in this budget is that the majority 
of budget cuts are being applied to procurement, research and 
development accounts. Defense industry had been expecting 
this, and companies have been downsizing accordingly, 
corporate executives said. 

Industry's best hope for a reversal of that trend is a 
planned Pentagon review that could recommend reforms in 
military compensation and retiree benefits, both of which are 
increasingly consuming a larger share of the budget, said Todd 
Harrison, senior fellow at CSBA. "Personnel costs are the 
800-pound gorilla," he said. 

Payroll and benefits for active-duty and retirees make up 
one third of the Pentagon's budget, but account for one-ninth 
of the proposed reductions, said Harrison. Personnel costs -- 
which have been on a steady climb of 4.2 percent annually for 
more than a decade -- will put pressure on other areas of the 
budget, he said. If funding remains flat and no cuts are made 
to compensation, healthcare or retirement benefits, by 2039, 
personnel costs will consume the entire defense budget. The 
anticipated review will pit active-duty against retirees, 
Harrison said. There are about 2 million retirees and 1.5 
million invididuals on active duty. Keeping pay and benefits 
untouched has become unsustainable under the current 
funding forecast. 

William D. Hartung, of the Center for International 
Policy, characterizes the 2013 budget as a "minor course 
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correction, not a strategic shift. The $487 billion, 10-year 
figure often cited to suggest that deep cuts have already 
occurred is measured against the Pentagon's unrealistic plans, 
not current levels of spending." 

The retrenching in some weapon procurements are "nicks, 
not cuts," he said. "Other than canceling one version of the 
Global Hawk surveillance drone, this budget will leave major 
weapons programs largely untouched." 

Pentagon procurement chief Frank Kendall reassured 
defense industry in a speech last week that spending on new 
weapons will continue despite the topline cuts. "We're not 
going to take a procurement holiday like we did after the Cold 
War," he said. "Everyone thinks [the coming downturn] will 

be like the post Cold War downsizing. ... I don't think we're 
going to see that kind of cuts." 

The dominant theme in the Pentagon's budget for the 
coming years is uncertainty, said Harrison. 

Although the Obama administration is seeking $613 
billion for defense in 2013 ($525 billion for routine Pentagon 
accounts and $88 billion for war expenses), the automatic 
sequester that Congress enacted last August technically would 
force the Pentagon to cut another $52 billion per year, 
beginning Jan. 2. "That's the law," said Harrison. Until the 
sequester is either enforced or Congress finds a way to waive 
it, the precise level of funding for 2013 is not going to be 
known, he said. "We're in a period of unusual fiscal 
uncertainty." 
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34. Marinette-Built Navy Ship Hits Choppy Seas 
Leak is fourth serious problem 
(MILWAUKEE JOURNAL SENTINEL 13 FEB 12) ... Rick Barrett 

The U.S. Navy combat ship USS Freedom, built in 
Marinette, suffered another setback recently when it 
developed a leak off the coast of California and was forced to 
return to port. 

It was at least the fourth serious problem the ship has 
encountered since it was commissioned in Milwaukee in 
September 2008. 

The latest problem occurred Feb. 1 when Freedom 
"suffered a failure of the port shaft mechanical seal," the Navy 
told the publication Defense News. 

Some flooding occurred, and the ship returned to its home 
port of San Diego. 

During a heavy-weather ocean trial a year ago, Sailors 
discovered a 6-inch horizontal hull crack below the waterline 
that forced them to return to port, avoiding heavy seas. The 
leak originated in a weld seam between two steel plates. 

In September 2010, one of Freedom's gas turbines quit 
working - requiring the Navy to cut short an offshore exercise. 
That turbine, made by Rolls-Royce, was replaced. 

In May 2010, the ship had problems with its water-jet 
propulsion system that had to be repaired in San Diego. 

Freedom is the first of a new class of combat ships 
designed for duty in coastal waters. The program has had 
some difficulties, including cost overruns for Freedom. 

Last summer, U.S. Rep. Duncan Hunter (R-Calif.) asked 
about problems with the littoral combat ship program in 
Marinette and Mobile, Ala. 

"I strongly urge the Navy to immediately conduct a 
formal review of the entire LCS program, provide an 
assessment of the technical design flaws of the current fleet, 
and determine the best way forward to include the possibility 
of rebidding this contract," Hunter said in a letter to Navy 
Secretary Ray Mabus. 

The Navy said Freedom experienced minor flooding in 
the most recent incident off the California coast. But the 
details are unknown as four Navy public information officers 
familiar with Freedom and the LCS program did not return 
phone calls. 

The cause of the seal-shaft leak is still under analysis, said 
Dana Casey, spokeswoman for Lockheed Martin Corp., which 
has partnered with Marinette Marine to build the ships costing 
about $550 million each. 

It's not unusual for a new ship, the first of its kind, to have 
some initial problems, said Marinette Marine President and 
CEO Charles Goddard. 

"These are complex vessels that are designed and built by 
man. So some of these issues are things you come to expect, 
and it's a matter of how you deal with them to make sure you 
don't repeat the issues on following ships," Goddard said. 

The Navy wants to buy 55 of the high-speed warships 
over 15 years. Thus far, Lockheed Martin says, the Navy has 
been satisfied with Freedom's performance. 

For the initial 20 ships, the work has been divided 
between Marinette Marine and Austal USA in Mobile, Ala. It 
has created an economic boom in northern Wisconsin and 
southern Alabama, where thousands of people are employed in 
the shipyards and area businesses that have benefited from the 
supply contracts and payroll dollars. 

Marinette has nearly completed its second littoral combat 
ship, the USS Fort Worth, that's scheduled to be 
commissioned in September in Galveston, Texas. 

Construction of another ship, the USS Milwaukee, is well 
under way in Marinette. 

Patience Isn't Infinite 
The Navy understands there will be some problems with a 

new ship design, but it doesn't have infinite patience, said 
James Hasik, a defense industry consultant in Austin, Texas. 

Marinette could be at risk of losing the work if significant 
problems continue, according to Hasik. 

"The Navy has a choice of where these ships are built and 
what design to use. I have talked to shipbuilders, besides folks 
in the program now, who have said they would consider 
building the LCS," Hasik said. 

Decades ago, the Navy would buy one or two ships of a 
new design and would then wait a couple of years before 
ordering more. 

"The first ship was meant to be a demonstrator, to be sure 
they got it right," Hasik said. 

Some of those designs never made it to the next stage. 
The Navy envisions a fleet of the speedy littoral combat 

ships that can operate in waters as shallow as 20 feet and reach 
speeds topping 46 mph. The 377-foot ships could be used to 
hunt submarines and pirates, and to support ground troops and 
launch unmanned aerial drones. 
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The ships are "almost tailor-made for fighting in the 
Persian Gulf, where they need to be able to get away from a 
swarm of speedboats and, later in the day, sweep for mines," 
Hasik said. 

Friday, the Navy said it would name its next littoral 
combat ship after former U.S. Rep. Gabrielle Giffords (D-
Ariz.). 

That ship will be built by Austal USA in Alabama. 
Budget Concerns 
Monday, when President Barack Obama releases his 

proposed federal budget, defense industry contractors will be 

looking for signs of what military programs are vulnerable to 
cuts. 

The LCS program could be at risk because the Navy 
wants to keep larger combat ships and aircraft carriers from 
falling under the budget ax. 

The Obama administration's strategy of protecting the 
Western Pacific doesn't bode well for the shallow-water 
combat ships more suitable for other areas, although 
Freedom's Sailors have cross-trained with Sailors from 
Singapore. 

If things settle down in the Persian Gulf, the need for 
these ships is lessened, according to Hasik. 
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35. Navy Discloses $811 Million Overrun On Gerald Ford Carrier 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 13 FEB 12) ... Tony Capaccio 

The cost of the aircraft carrier Gerald R. Ford has 
increased by $811 million, or about 16 percent, over its $5.16 
billion target price, the Navy said. 

The overrun, up from the $650 million acknowledged in 
April, was disclosed today in a Navy document highlighting 
the service’s share of the Defense Department’s fiscal 2013 
plan. The Navy documents indicate the service estimates a 
worst-case overrun of as much as $1.1 billion. 

“To address fact-of-life cost increases as well as the 
government’s share of the ship construction variance to date, 
the Department added $811 million to the Gerald R. Ford 
budget,” through 2017, according to the document. 

The carrier is being built by Huntington Ingalls Industries 
Inc. under a “cost-plus, incentive-fee” contract in which the 
Navy pays for most of the overruns. Even so, the service’s 
efforts to control costs are putting the company’s $579.2 
million profit at risk, according to the Navy. 

The Navy said last month that Huntington Ingalls of 
Newport News, Virginia, is being docked millions of dollars 
in profit because of the cost overrun. It didn’t disclose the 
overrun amount or Huntington’s share. 

The company didn’t immediately respond to an e-mail 
today seeking comment. 

Huntington Ingalls is continuing “to see improvements in 
our performance” on the carrier, Beci Brenton, a 
spokeswoman for the company, said in an e-mail last month. 

‘Unique Challenges’ 

“Although this is a first-in-class ship with the unique 
challenges that come with that, we anticipate we will further 
increase efficiencies and continue to retire risk associated in 
the four years that remain until delivery,” Brenton said. 

The Navy said it has begun periodically withholding some 
of the shipbuilder’s $579 million profit that is set out in the 
contract as the service adds money to cover the increasing 
costs on its design and construction contract. 

The completed initial vessel, the first of three in the $40.2 
billion program, is projected to cost at least $11.5 billion. 

The $11.5 billion includes $2.9 billion in detailed design 
and $8.6 billion for construction and government-furnished 
equipment, such as its nuclear reactor. An additional $3.7 
billion is for research that applies to all three vessels in the 
class, the Navy said. 

The Congressional Budget Office wrote in a June report 
that cost growth typically occurs when a ship is more than 
half- finished. The Ford design contract is about 42 percent 
complete. 

Huntington, which had 2010 sales of $6.7 billion, became 
a separate company in March when Northrop Grumman Corp. 
spun off its shipbuilding unit. 

The Navy budget released today indicates it plans to 
provide $608 million in fiscal 2013 for CVN-79, the second 
carrier, to initiate the design and construction contract similar 
to Huntington’s contract for the Ford. 
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36. U.S. Sees "Manageable Risk" In F-35 Restructuring 
(REUTERS 13 FEB 12) ... Andrea Shalal-Esa 

WASHINGTON - The Pentagon on Monday confirmed 
plans to postpone production of 179 F-35 Joint Strike Fighters 
built by Lockheed Martin Corp over the next five years to save 
$15.1 billion, but it said the risk was "manageable." 

The U.S. defense budget for fiscal 2013 funds 13 fewer 
airplanes than initially planned, saving $1.6 billion on the 
multinational, radar-evading fighter plane, the Pentagon's 
biggest weapons program. 

This is the third restructuring in recent years of the F-35 
program. The Pentagon expects to spend $382 billion over the 
next two decades to develop and buy 2,443 of the new 
warplanes. 

Defense Secretary Leon Panetta in January, a year ahead 
of schedule, lifted a two-year "probation" on the Marine Corps 

B-model of the plane, which can land like a helicopter He said 
the jet's technical issues were on their way to being resolved. 

Panetta lauded progress on the overall F-35 testing 
program but announced last month that the Pentagon would 
slow its production to avert costly retrofits as it began 
implementing $487 billion in defense cuts over the next 
decade. 

A spokesman for the Pentagon's F-35 program office said 
the U.S. military remained committed to buying all 2,443 jets 
in its original plans, and was focused on completing 
developmental tests so the plane could enter service. 

"We remain committed to the development of the Joint 
Strike Fighter. Our total numbers remain strong at 2,443," said 
Joe DellaVedova, the program's spokesman. 
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In documents released with the fiscal 2013 budget 
request, the Pentagon comptrollers office said the decision to 
slow production was based on "changing department 
priorities, funding constraints and the need to reduce 
concurrency." 

Concurrency refers to the Pentagon's plan to start 
producing the new plane before flight tests were begun, or 
completed. 

It said the department "determined that is a manageable 
risk to reduce procurement by a combined total of 13 aircraft 
in fiscal year 2013 and 179 aircraft from FY 2013 to FY 
2017." 

The Pentagon's 2013 budget would fund 19 conventional 
takeoff variants for the Air Force, six short takeoff, vertical 
landing (STOVL) variants for the Marine Corps, and four jets 
for the Navy that are designed to land on aircraft carriers. 

Washington's plan to further slow production of the F-35 
is prompting its eight foreign partners to rethink their own 
orders, threatening a vital revenue stream for Lockheed and 

slowing its drive to make the stealthy new fighter jet as 
affordable as promised. 

Slower U.S. orders will delay savings that would come 
from building more planes faster, according to Lockheed, 
which says the F-35 is making good progress in testing despite 
a constant stream of negative headlines and criticism from 
U.S. lawmakers. 

Canada has tentatively scheduled a meeting of the 
partners at its embassy in Washington next month before a 
scheduled formal meeting in mid-March in Australia, where 
the partners are due to outline their production plans. 

The delay in orders will also affect Northrop Grumman, 
which is responsible for about 25 percent of the F-35 program, 
Britain's BAE Systems, which has about 17 percent, and 
engine maker Pratt & Whitney, a unit of United Technologies 
Corp. 

The new plan calls for the United States to buy 244 jets 
over the next five years, with the partner countries and Israel 
and Japan slated to buy 285 planes, although it is clear that the 
international orders will likely drop from that level. 
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37. Pentagon Plan Reduces Proposed Buy Of Boeing P-8As 
(REUTERS 13 FEB 12) 

WASHINGTON - The U.S. Navy would save $5.2 billion 
through fiscal 2017 by buying 10 fewer Boeing Co P-8A 
Poseidon maritime surveillance planes under the Pentagon's 
proposed budget for fiscal 2013, according to Pentagon budget 
documents. 

"Due to changing priorities within the department and 
funding constraints, the department deemed that it was a 
manageable risk to reduce P-8A procurement by 10 aircraft 
from fiscal 2013 to fiscal 2017," the Pentagon's comptroller 
said in an overview of the budget. 

The Navy's plans call for unchanged procurement of 13 P-
8A Boeing planes in fiscal 2013 and 17 in fiscal 2014, but 
would cut the buy to 20 planes each in fiscal 2015 and 2016, 
dropping to 13 in the final year of the five-year budget plan. 

The Navy's fiscal 2012 budget had called for the Navy to 
buy 21 of the Boeing planes in 2015 and 30 in 2016, according 
to a Navy spokeswoman. 

The Navy is replacing its aging P-3 Orion fleet with the 
new Boeing planes, which are based on its 737 commercial 
airliner. 

The Navy said the program remains a priority, noting that 
the P-8A's ability to launch torpedoes from a high altitude and 
its intelligence capabilities make it a "critical force multiplier" 
for military commanders. 

The Navy expects to start using the new planes 
operationally in 2013, according to its budget documents. 

The Navy's top budget official, Rear Admiral Joseph 
Malloy, said the Navy planned to add the deferred planes back 
into the Navy budget in fiscal 2018 and beyond. 

No comment was immediately available from Boeing. 
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38. Defense Budget Funds Missile Defense Capability Improvements--Including MEADS, PAC-3 
(DEFENSE DAILY 14 FEB 12) ... Ann Roosevelt 

In support of administration priorities, the fiscal year 
2013 budget request for the Missile Defense Agency (MDA) 
is $7.7 billion, down from $8.4 billion in FY '12, with funding 
reductions in various programs to support Defense Department 
goals. 

The budget request $9.7 billion for missile defense 
activities for FY '13, for a total of $47.4 billion from FY 13-
17. MDA and the Army are missile defense program 
developers. Other DoD activities invest and build air and 
missile defense capabilities. For example, the request includes 
funds to complete design and development work on the tri-
national Medium Extended Air Defense System (MEADS). 

The proposed $400.9 million request supports completing 
the MEADS Proof of Concept and demonstration contract that 
ends in 2014 to allow harvesting useful technologies. The 
United States, Germany and Italy are working on the program 

that has faced critics of the program cost and schedule and 
performance on the Hill (Defense Daily, Nov. 18). 

The FY '13 budget also support $763.4 million for 
procurement of 84 Patriot Advanced Capability-3 (PAC-3) 
missiles and the procurement of 38 Enhanced Launcher 
Electronic Systems capable of firing PAC-3 missiles; and, 
$81.9 million for continued development of the PAC-3 Missile 
Segment Enhancement designed to extend the PAC-3 range. 

The budget request for MDA: "balances capabilities and 
risks to deter aggression, protect U.S. and allied interests, and 
pursue cost-effective and operationally-effective capabilities 
as a hedge against future threats," budget briefers said at the 
Pentagon yesterday. 

A year ago, the MDA budget request was $8.6 billion. 
Additionally, under then-Defense Secretary Robert Gates's 
mandate to save money and move DoD away from being "too 



 37

reliant" on contractors, MDA was ordered to terminate 360 
contract personnel (Defense Daily, Jan. 7, 2011). 

The main MDA contractors are Boeing Lockheed Martin 
Northrop Grumman and Raytheon. 

At the budget briefing yesterday, Frank Kendall, the 
acting under secretary of defense for acquisition technology 
and logistics said because of affordability costs the Sea-Based 
X-band radar will not be needed, as other platforms can fulfill 
the radar's use in tests. "We will protect our investment in 
homeland missile defense and we will protect the European 
Phased Adaptive Approach," said Undersecretary of Defense 
Comptroller/CFO Robert Hale. 

The FY 2013 budget provides funding to support phased 
adaptive approaches (PAA) in the Asia Pacific and the Middle 
East, new focus areas discussed in the Strategic Guidance, by 
building on current efforts in those regions. 

Aegis ballistic missile defense, a vital component of the 
new strategy, would receive $1.3 billion in research, 
development, test and engineering and procurement for the 
continued conversion of Aegis ships, with a planned 
operational availability of 32 ships by FY 2017, and the 
procurement of 29 SM-3 interceptors for Aegis BMD ships. 

In light of ballistic missile threats around the globe, the 
budget requests $950 million to support a block buy of space 
vehicles 5 and 6 for the Space-Based Infrared System, the 
satellite system that provides the initial early warning of 
ballistic missile launches. Also yesterday, Lockheed Martin 
said the first SBIRS geosynchronous (GEO-1) satellite is now 
delivering critical infrared data to users, as the spacecraft 
under goes its operational certification process. 

The European Phased Adaptive Approach (EPAA), 
designed to protect NATO allies and forces from regional 
ballistic missile threats, is also supported. 

The Department has met its objectives for EPAA Phase 1 
with the deployment of Aegis ballistic missile defense (BMD) 
ships and land-based radar in Europe in 2011. 

The next three EPAA phases include deploying an Aegis 
Ashore in Romania with Standard Missile-3 Block IB (SM-3 
IB) interceptors, deploying an Aegis Ashore in Poland with 
SM-3 IIA interceptors, and the addition of SM-3 Block IIB 
interceptors and early intercept capability. 

The Terminal High Altitude Area Defense (THAAD) is 
key for combatant commanders with its short-and medium-
range capability within and outside the atmosphere for 
ballistic missile defense. The FY '13 budget proposes $777.7 
million for 36 interceptors as well as continued development. 

The Army Navy/Transportable Radar Surveillance-2, the 
transportable X-band radar, requests $574.4 million for the 
radar than can be used to support boost phase and teminal 
missile defense. The FY '13 funds would acquire one radar 
and continue development, testing and sustainment of the 
radars. 

The FY '13 budget supports a $903.2 million procurement 
of five ground-based interceptors (GBIs) to support the 
Ground-Based Midcourse Defense flight test program, and 
procurement of GBI reliability enhancements. 

According to MDA's historical funding charts, to date the 
agency has spent $149.5 billion in pursuit of national priorities 
to provide ballistic missile defense to protect the United 
States, its deployed troops and allies. 
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39. Marines Test Helo Drone To Haul MREs And H2O To FOBs 
(AOL DEFENSE 13 FEB 12) ... Richard Whittle 

WASHINGTON - The proposition can't be proven yet, 
but it's likely some Marines in Afghanistan who might have 
been killed or wounded since mid-December by roadside 
bombs, aka IEDs, are alive and well today thanks to an 
experimental unmanned helicopter the Corps is testing. 

Between Dec. 17 and Jan. 12, two remotely piloted but 
largely automated Lockheed Martin/Kaman K-MAX 
unmanned helicopters flew 94 sorties and delivered 155,080 
lbs. of Meals Ready to Eat (MREs), water and other items to 
various Forward Operating Bases (FOBs) in Helmand 
province. 

"What's significant (about that) is the amount of convoys 
that takes off the road," Lt. Col. Brad "Myrtle" Beach, Marine 
Corps unmanned aerial systems coordinator, said last week in 
a presentation to the Association of Unmanned Vehicle 
Systems International (AUVSI). 

The K-MAX, normally manned and largely used for 
civilian timber operations, is a 5,100-lb. helicopter built by 
Kaman Helicopters whose two counter-rotating rotor blades 
eliminate the need for a tail rotor, preserving engine power for 
the main rotors. Consequently, at sea level the K-MAX can lift 
nearly 1,000 lbs. more than its own weight. Modified by 
Lockheed for unmanned operation, the K-MAX beat out 
Boeing Co.'s far lighter A160 Hummingbird (2,500 lbs. 
empty) last summer for the privilege of flying experimental 
drone cargo missions in Afghanistan. 

The test deployment in Helmand province, where flying 
conditions include high altitudes, hot temperatures and dusty 
landing zones that are especially hard on rotorcraft, is to last 
six months. If it goes well, the Marines expect to establish a 
"program of record" to develop an unmanned cargo helicopter. 

The requirements for such an aircraft aren't yet set but 
Beach's presentation offered a "notional" list that included 
shipboard capability, the ability to lift multiple loads 
exceeding 1,600 lbs., speed "potentially approaching" 250 
knots and a range of 300 nautical miles. The 250 knot speed 
requirement -- far faster than any current military helicopter 
can fly -- will likely have to be reduced significantly if the 
Marines want to move ahead quickly with such a program. 

The requirements for the test program the K-MAX won 
were to lift at least 750 lbs. per flight and deliver 6,000 lbs. of 
cargo within 24 hours over 100 nautical miles at 12,000-ft. 
density altitude, meaning the effective altitude when 
temperature and other factors affecting air pressure are taken 
into account. 

Northrop Grumman recently told AOL Defense the 
company would like to offer a new and larger version of its 
MQ-8B Fire Scout unmanned helicopter if the Marines pursue 
a new unmanned cargo helicopter. The MQ-8C Fire-X uses 
the airframe of a Bell 407 civilian helicopter rather than the 
smaller Schweizer 300 airframe used by the Fire Scout. 

"I'm really excited about where this is going," Beach told 
AUVSI. "The first few points that we learned within probably 
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the first three weeks is, they (Marines) love getting things at 
these forward operating bases. They love it even more if you 
take stuff away. They've got engines, they've got gear that's no 

longer serviceable. That is going to become more and more 
part of the convoy mission. If that prevents another convoy 
having to go out and get that gear, then we're winning." 
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BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
40. As The Military Goes, So Goes The Hampton Roads Economy 
(WVEC ABC NORFOLK 13 FEB 12) ... David Alan 

NORFOLK -- In Hampton Roads, military homecomings 
are more than long-awaited family reunions. They are more 
than displays of sacrifice and service. Homecomings remind 
us that military might is by far the engine that drives our 
economy. 

The military makes up 45% of the economy. In 2010, the 
Navy alone had a direct economic impact to the region of 
$13.5 billion with an annual payroll of $8.2 billion. 

"We cannot sit back and completely depend on the 
military spending in Hampton Roads," Virginia Beach Mayor 
Will Sessoms said. 

Sessoms also said the region can never get too 
comfortable. That's the lesson learned from the last BRAC that 
put Naval Air Station Oceana in jeopardy. 

Sessoms feels Hampton Roads needs to prepare for a 
smaller military presence. But any losses, he said, could be 
mixed with some wins, citing a possible expansion of Special 
Ops at Little Creek. As for the future, Sessoms adds, the 
region's investment in tourism continues to pay off and there is 
an opportunity to chart a new course economically off the 
coast. 

"Think about the opportunity for great paying jobs in 
Virginia Beach, and think about opportunity of creating 
energy, something the country so desperately needs. Why 
don't we become known for that?" the mayor added. 

As for the overall impact on the housing market of a 
smaller military footprint, "A military move is something that 
we do not want to see, but this area is a pretty vibrant area and 
I'm pretty confident we will overcome it," says Dave Wilkey, 
president of the Hampton Roads Real Estate Association. 

Wilkey points to the growth of the Port of Virginia as one 
reason for optimism going forward, along with the 

development of modeling and simulation -- two areas where 
Hampton Roads already is seeing increasing economic 
opportunity. 

In some ways, the region already is feeling the impact of a 
smaller military presence. In 2010, the total direct economic 
impact to the area by the Navy alone fell by $1.4 billion while 
procurement expenditures decreased by $1.3 billion. 

A smaller military presence would be felt in our schools 
as well. The federal government provides impact aid for 
districts that have children who live in military housing. 

In Virginia Beach, the area's largest school district, that 
would mean a loss of as much as $15-million. 

"It would be a substantial adjustment if the military 
presence was reduced," Virginia Beach School Board 
Chairmen Dan Edewards said. 

While the military makes up the biggest chunk of the 
local economy, the area's 20,000 retailers and small businesses 
are second, the bell-weathers of the economy. 

"Because they are the leading indicator, it's the fever 
before you get the full-blown flu," Susan Milhoan, an 
economic development expert characterized. 

Milhoan also says small businesses will be the next 
domino to fall. 

"Anytime there is a cutback in the workforce and a 
cutback substantially in the amount of revenue that circulates 
through a community, there's going to be a negative effect on 
small businesses," she explained. 

Several people we talked to told us they don't see any 
significant military downsizing, a BRAC, anytime soon, if at 
all. But everyone did say it is something planners and area 
leaders need to be thinking about. 

View Clip (RT: 3:38) 
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41. Reaction In Mayport: Resignation, Anger 
(FLORIDA TIMES-UNION 14 FEB 12) ... Drew Dixon 

The apparent end or at least delay of a nuclear aircraft 
carrier coming to Mayport brought outrage along with 
resignation near the naval base Monday. 

“People were really depending on that coming,” said 
Caroline Bartoletti, who, along with other volunteers, was 
preparing the monthly “no-dough dinner” at the Mayport USO 
hall. The dinner feeds up to about 400 people who are 
relatives of active-duty U.S. Navy personnel at the base. 

“All the businesses would need that help” from a new 
carrier at Mayport, Bartoletti said. 

Near the USO hall, Isi Alvarez is the shipyard coordinator 
for Tradesmen International job placement service at 2675 
Mayport Road just south of the naval station. He was not 
happy about the news Monday. 

“It’s definitely going to impact us,” Alvarez said. “It’s 
been years in the making but it’s been going back and forth. 

“It’s unbelievable. I don’t think that they know the 
negative impact it’s going to have,” Alvarez said. 

Alvarez’s office is in a small shopping center that is 
blighted with empty storefronts and most of the suites are for 
lease. Alvarez said with no carrier and its 6,000 Sailors 
coming to Mayport, or even a multi-year delay, things will 
only get worse. 

“Even if you have that delay, everything here is going to 
be decimated,” Alvarez said. 

Betty Burnham, who was helping prepare the dinner at the 
USO hall, said denying Mayport a carrier makes little sense 
because the base is at the mouth to the St. Johns River. 

“It’s ridiculous,” Burnham said while preparing salads in 
the USO kitchen. “Mayport is right on the ocean. 

“It’s a political thing. Senators are keeping it up there [in 
Virginia] because of the economy,” Burnham said. 
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With no major naval base porting a carrier south of 
Norfolk, Va., Alvarez said the eastern seaboard will be left 
with a major security risk. 

“That’s huge and I don’t understand that ” Alvarez said. 
“Do we need another Pearl Harbor?” 
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42. Pentagon Seeks More Base Closures 
(NEW LONDON DAY 14 FEB 12) ... Jennifer McDermott 

The Defense Department unveiled its $525.4 billion base 
budget for fiscal 2013 Monday and asked Congress to 
authorize not one but two new rounds of base closures, in 
2013 and again in 2015. 

The department's strategy for requesting a "double 
BRAC" is a mystery, said U.S. Rep. Joe Courtney, D-2nd 
District. There is neither precedent nor budget rationale for 
two rounds of the Defense Base Realignment and Closure 
process, Courtney said. The Naval Submarine Base in Groton 
narrowly escaped closure when it was targeted in 2005. 

The Pentagon said its infrastructure has to be aligned with 
the size of its overall military force. By 2017 the Army will 
shrink by 72,000 personnel, the Marine Corps by 20,000, the 
Navy by 6,200 and the Air Force by 4,200. There will be more 
limited reductions in the Reserves and National Guard. 

"If you look at the end strength of the Navy versus the 
land forces, we're talking 6,000 for the Navy. So really, how 
can you do a broad-brush base realignment program?" 
Courtney said. "It's going to get, I think, a blistering response 
at the Armed Services Committee hearings that start this 
week." 

The proposed budget includes cuts and other initiatives 
that would reduce spending by $259 billion over the next five 
years and $487 billion over 10 years. 

The Navy would receive $13.1 billion less to build ships. 
Under the proposal, Electric Boat in Groton and Newport 
News Shipbuilding in Virginia would still jointly build two 
Virginia-class submarines next year but only one in 2014. 

The budget includes about $4.3 billion for the Virginia-
class program, versus close to $4.8 billion this year, since the 
shipbuilders would not buy long-lead parts for the second 
submarine in 2014. The plans call for two submarines in 2018 
instead of one, keeping the total number ordered by the Navy 
the same. 

Higher Costs 
Retired Rear Adm. John B. Padgett III said changing the 

schedule would be disruptive to the shipbuilders and the 
vendors. The steady stream of work has kept costs low, he 
added. 

"Disruption is the precursor to increased cost," said 
Padgett, who worked at EB as a vice president for business 
development and strategic planning. "So ultimately, it costs 
more to build a ship." 

Courtney and U.S. Sens. Joe Lieberman and Richard 
Blumenthal plan to try to restore the second submarine in the 
plans for 2014. 

"We are concerned about the impact this change could 
have on the industrial base and our submarine force structure 

in the years ahead, and look forward to working with our 
colleagues and the Navy to find an alternative that could 
address this short-sighted move," they said in a joint statement 
Monday. 

The group met with the chief of naval operations last 
week and said they were told that at least 11 subs will be 
homeported in Groton through 2020. 

The delegation's statement praised the budget's "strong 
commitment to the future of our nation's submarine force and 
industrial base in the face of significant budget pressures." 

The budget proposes spending millions to develop a 
module with missile tubes that could boost firepower on 
Virginia-class submarines and to continue the research and 
design work on a new class of ballistic-missile submarines. 
EB has finished the initial concept work and program plan for 
the module and is currently designing the ballistic-missile 
submarine. 

The Pentagon recommended delaying the start of 
construction on the ballistic-missile sub from 2019 to 2021 to 
save $4.3 billion through 2017. 

EB spokesman Robert Hamilton said Monday he couldn't 
comment on the proposed budget since it is "the first step in a 
lengthy budget development process that will unfold through 
the summer and into the fall." 

"It would be inappropriate for us to speculate about what 
the impact of any proposal might be in the meantime," 
Hamilton said. 

Getting Ready 
Bob Ross, executive director of the state's Office of 

Military Affairs, said Monday that he was still sorting through 
the numbers but is concerned whenever there's a discussion of 
a potential BRAC. "What we'll do is organize our efforts to 
meet the first BRAC when it gets here, whenever it gets here," 
he said. 

Relative to other states, Ross said he thinks Connecticut 
"fared pretty well." 

Under the proposed budget, military personnel would 
receive a basic pay raise of 1.7 percent under the proposal but 
smaller raises after 2014. No changes were proposed for the 
military retirement system, but the department did recommend 
that Congress establish a commission to review it. 

The Department of Homeland Security's request includes 
close to $10 billion for the Coast Guard, a 4 percent cut. It 
fully funds the sixth National Security Cutter and initiates the 
acquisition of a new polar icebreaker to address the emerging 
missions in the Arctic. 
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43. Navy Getting $280 Million To Build Explosives Handling Wharf 
(KITSAP (WA) SUN 13 FEB 12) 

BANGOR — Only one Kitsap project was funded in the 
military construction budget President Obama sent to 
Congress Monday, but it was a biggie. 

Naval Base Kitsap-Bangor will get $280 million in the 
next fiscal year — beginning Oct. 1 — for a second explosives 
handling wharf for Trident submarines, U.S. Rep. Norm 
Dicks, D-Belfair, said Monday. Construction of the $715 
million facility is scheduled to begin this summer. 

State military bases will receive $581 million for 
construction, with nearly half of it going to the explosives 
handling wharf. Seven of the nine projects, totaling $294.6 
million, are at Joint Base Lewis McChord. The final one is a 
$6.3 million EA-18G flight simulator facility at Whidbey 
Island Naval Air Station. 
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44. Pentagon Eyes $26 Mil. For Transfer Of Marines From Okinawa To Guam 
(KYODO NEWS 14 FEB 12) 

WASHINGTON -- The Defense Department said 
Monday it will seek a $26 million budget for the planned 
transfer of U.S. Marines based in Japan's Okinawa Prefecture 
to Guam for fiscal 2013, about one-sixth of the outlays it 
requested in the previous year's budget. 

The sharp reduction in the budget request for the 
relocation reflects the ongoing review by Tokyo and 
Washington of the plan for the realignment of U.S. forces in 
Japan. 

The request is part of the budget blueprint unveiled by 
President Barack Obama for fiscal 2013, which covers the 
year from Oct. 1. 

In December, Obama signed into law a defense 
authorization bill for fiscal 2012 through Sept. 30 which cut 
the entire $150 million funding for the planned transfer of 
some 8,000 Okinawa Marines to Guam. 

The transfer of 8,000 Marines and about 9,000 dependents 
to Guam was part of a package deal between Tokyo and 
Washington which included the contentious relocation of the 

U.S. Marine Corps' Futenma Air Station within Okinawa 
Prefecture. 

In light of a new defense strategy calling for a diversified 
deployment of Marines amid a growing Chinese military 
presence as well as fierce opposition in Okinawa, however, 
Japan and the United States agreed to review the package by 
separating the Futenma base relocation from the transfer of 
Marines to Guam. 

The Pentagon is now considering moving about 4,700 
Marines from Okinawa to Guam, while moving the rest of 
them elsewhere in the Pacific, such as Hawaii, Australia and 
the Philippines, on a rotational basis. 

Obama is seeking $613.9 billion in overall defense 
spending for fiscal 2013, down from $645.6 billion in fiscal 
2012. Of the outlays, $88.5 billion was earmarked for overseas 
contingency operations, against $115.1 billion in the previous 
year. 

Amid budgetary constraints, Defense Secretary Leon 
Panetta has said the Pentagon will reduce defense spending by 
$487 billion over 10 years. 
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45. Iwakuni Leaders Receive Assurance That Marines Won't Relocate From Okinawa 
(STARS AND STRIPES 14 FEB 12) ... Matthew M. Burke 

SASEBO NAVAL BASE, Japan — No U.S. Marines 
from Okinawa will be moving to Iwakuni as part of ongoing 
realignment efforts, Japanese officials said Tuesday. 

Yamaguchi Gov. Sekinari Nii and Iwakuni Mayor 
Yoshihiko Fukuda met top-level government officials in 
Tokyo on Monday to voice their opposition to weeks of media 
reports that 1,500 Marines would be moved to Marine Corps 
Air Station Iwakuni in Yamaguchi prefecture. 

Japanese Minister of Defense Naoki Tanaka denied such 
discussions with the U.S. government had even taken place. 

“We have no intention at all to move additional Marines 
to Iwakuni,” Tanaka said. 

Marine Corps officials in Okinawa and Iwakuni declined 
to comment Tuesday. A Defense Department spokeswoman 
could not be reached for comment. 

Under a 2006 bilateral agreement, the U.S. pledged to 
send 8,000 Marines from Okinawa to the U.S. territory of 
Guam and relocate the Futenma air station to a newly built air 
station in northern Okinawa. The move has been met by stiff 
opposition from Okinawans and has been a nuisance for the 
Japanese government for years. 

A review of force structure in the region is under way, 
which could mean changes to the total number of Marines 
slated to be moved to Guam, the two allies said last week. As 
a result, rumors had begun to circulate that more Marines 
would be moved to Iwakuni. 

Nii and Fukuda met separately with Tanaka and Minister 
of Foreign Affairs Koichiro Gemba on Monday, according to 
a spokesman for Yamaguchi prefectural government. Nii and 
Fukuda said beforehand that Iwakuni was already burdened 
enough with a scheduled move of U.S. carrier-borne fighter 
jets from Naval Air Facility Atsugi and threatened to hold up 
the sale of land for U.S. military housing to facilitate that 
move if more Marines were moved to the region. 

Like Tanaka, Gemba also vowed not to allow more 
Marines to be shifted to MCAS Iwakuni. However, despite 
their pledges, Nii and Fukuda said they remained wary after 
the meeting. Both Nii and Fukuda told reporters that they 
would keep a close eye on negotiations between Washington 
and Tokyo in the future, including bilateral meetings 
scheduled for April. 

They also said they would continue to hold up the land 
sale until they were certain the Marines would not come. 
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“Until doubts become all clear, we have to withhold the 
sale,” Nii said. 

Despite the uneasiness, Fukuda expressed relief. 
“I felt that doubts were cleared up to a certain degree,” he 

told reporters, according to an Iwakuni city spokesman. “I will 

ask the government to address the issue in a way so that it 
won’t undermine a relationship of mutual trust.” 

Kyodo news agency reported last weekend that if the 
Marines do not move to Iwakuni, they will stay on Okinawa. 
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46. Navy Takes Bids Online For Old Puerto Rico Base 
Online bidders get chance for slice of closed Puerto Rico Navy base overlooking Caribbean 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 13 FEB 12) 

SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico -- The U.S. Navy is trying to 
find a buyer for more than 2,000 acres overlooking the 
Caribbean in Puerto Rico. 

The land was part of the former Naval Station Roosevelt 
Roads, once the hub of U.S. military operations in the 
Caribbean. Roosevelt Roads closed in 2004, shortly after the 
Navy stopped using nearby Vieques as a bombing range. 

An online auction started Monday and is expected to take 
at least three days. The minimum bid was $10 million for one 
parcel of nearly 500 acres. The minimum is $30 million for 
another parcel of more than 1,500 acres. 

Puerto Rico's government has acquired surrounding land 
and has big development plans that include a cruise ship port 
and casino. 

Return to Index 
 
 

NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
47. First Lady, Panetta To Unveil Spouse Employment Report 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 13 FEB 12) ... Elaine Sanchez 

WASHINGTON – Alongside some of the nation’s top 
officials, First Lady Michelle Obama and Dr. Jill Biden, wife 
of Vice President Joe Biden, will unveil an employment report 
this week intended to ease military spouses’ ongoing issues 
with occupational licenses, White House officials announced 
today. 

Joined by Defense Secretary Leon E. Panetta, Deputy 
Treasury Secretary Neal Wolin and Chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff Army Gen. Martin E. Dempsey, the first lady 
and Biden will release the report, titled “Supporting Our 
Military Families: Best Practices for Streamlining 
Occupational Licensing Across State Lines,” at the Pentagon 
on Feb. 15. 

The report outlines opportunities and best practices for 
states to better support military spouses serving in professions 
with state licensure requirements, according to a White House 
news release. 

The report notes that military spouses move from state to 
state far more often than the general population as they 
accompany their service member to assignments across the 
nation and world, the release said. 

These frequent moves can create difficulties for military 
spouses seeking to maintain their careers. Spouses serving in 
professions that require state licenses or certification bear 
disproportionately high financial and administrative burdens 
since credentials from one state don’t always transfer to 
another state, the report explains. 

This burden negatively affects employment for more than 
100,000 military spouses, the report notes. 

Among the nearly 50 professions that state licensure 
requirements affect are teachers, nurses, speech pathologists, 

dental hygienists, physical therapists, counselors, marriage and 
family therapists, occupational therapists, social workers, 
physician assistants, emergency medical technicians and 
dieticians, the release said, noting that 11 of 50 states have 
enacted legislation that supports portability for military 
spouses with occupational licenses. 

Nearly half of military members are married, the release 
noted. Military spouses have indicated their employment plays 
a key role in their financial and personal well-being, and is a 
factor in their family’s decision to stay in the military. 

This report is the direct result of President Barack 
Obama’s Presidential Study Directive, released in January 
2011, which called on all sectors of the government to find 
new ways to provide military families with the support they 
need and deserve. 

The directive spurred federal agencies to make nearly 50 
military-support commitments, ranging from child care to 
health care to spouse employment. 

As he unveiled this governmentwide approach, the 
president reiterated the nation’s commitment to its troops and 
their families. 

“I want every service member who’s deployed to know 
that when you’re over there taking care of the country that you 
love, your country is back here taking care of the families that 
you love,” he said from the White House. 

“I want every military wife and husband to know that 
we’re going to help you keep your family strong and secure,” 
he added. “I want every single American to remember that as 
the beneficiaries of their service, each of us has an obligation -
- a sacred duty -- to care for those who have “borne the 
battle.” 
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48. As DOD Budget Shrinks, VA Sees A 10 Percent Increase 
(STARS AND STRIPES 13 FEB 12) ... Bill Murphy Jr. 

WASHINGTON — In an era of austerity, the Department 
of Veterans Affairs would grow by more than 10 percent next 
year under President Obama’s budget announced Monday. 

The VA would get $140.3 billion in fiscal 2013, up from 
$126.9 billion a year ago. That means the VA would operate 
with about 2.25 times as much money as it did in fiscal year 
2004 at the start of the Iraq War. The VA’s official 
announcement cited the continuing growth of the U.S. veteran 
population with “more than 1 million active duty personnel 
scheduled to join the ranks of the nation’s veterans during the 
next five years.” 

Sen. Patty Murray, D-Wash., chairwoman of the Senate 
Veterans Affairs Committee, applauded the increased focus on 
caring for former servicemembers. 

““This is a budget that provides reassurance for our 
veterans in an extremely difficult budget climate,” Murray 
said. “As a major influx of Iraq and Afghanistan veterans 
return home seeking care at the VA, there is no question that 
the investments this budget makes are sorely needed.” 

More than half the money is allocated for mandatory 
programs, such as funding pensions and disability 
compensation payments and paying for the educational costs 
of an estimated 606,000 veterans and family members who are 
expected to use the post-9/11 GI Bill over the next five years. 

But discretionary programs are growing as well, with the 
president seeking $64 billion to fund them, an increase of 4.5 

percent. The lion’s share of those discretionary expenses — 
more than 40 percent of the total budget — are for medical 
programs. More than 8.8 million veterans are enrolled in VA 
health care, the department said. 

Officials said the department is focused on three 
priorities: expanding veterans’ access to its programs, 
eliminating the disability claims background, and ending 
homelessness among veterans. The VA expects another 1.25 
million claims for disability benefits this year. Meanwhile, 
homelessness among U.S. veterans has dropped, down 12 
percent between 2010 and 2011, according to numbers the 
government released in December. Still, at last count, 67,495 
veterans were homeless. 

Among the other highlights: 

 $6.2 billion for mental health services, a 5.3 percent 
increase from fiscal 2012. 

 $7.2 billion for long-term care. 

 $3.3 billion for information technology, up $216 
million from last year. 

 $1.4 billion for programs designed to help homeless 
veterans, a 33 percent increase. 

 $1 billion for the proposed Veterans Job Corps that 
Obama announced earlier this month. 

 $258 million to run the nation’s veterans cemeteries. 
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49. High-End Ships, Ice-Breakers Compete For Precious Coast Guard Dollars 
(NATIONAL DEFENSE 13 FEB 12) ... Eric Beidel 

The Coast Guard is down to one operational icebreaker, a 
less than favorable situation given the increased role the 
service is being asked to take in the Arctic. 

The service used to have eight icebreakers, but all but one 
have been decommissioned or are in disrepair, commandant 
Adm. Robert J. Papp Jr. told a Feb. 13 Center for Strategic and 
International Studies conference. 

A second icebreaker will be ready to return to action next 
year, he said, speaking just hours before the release of 
President Obama’s fiscal year 2013 budget proposal. 

That document contains $8 million to “initiate acquisition 
of a new polar icebreaker to ensure that the nation is able to 
maintain a surface presence in the Arctic well into the future.” 

Washington insiders are suggesting that the Coast Guard 
also take money from a program for new large cutters and 
spend it on icebreakers and less expensive ships. 

But the future of the nation’s maritime security depends 
upon ships such as the National Security Cutter that are 
effective away from the shore, Papp said. 

The service is in good shape with a substantial fleet of 
patrol boats to deal with threats close to the shore, he said. He 
also feels comfortable with the assets the service has in the 
nation’s ports. But there is a security layer he worries about. 

“So if you’re inspecting overseas and you have good 
resources in the ports, you want some sort of middle layer to 
be able to intercept any threats before they get into your 
ports,” Papp said. “Unfortunately for us, that is the most 
expensive layer that we deal with, because in order to do that 

you have to have stout capable ships that have high-endurance 
and speed.” 

This “middle layer” of maritime security is hard for the 
Coast Guard, he said. 

“How do you provide persistent sovereign presence in the 
offshore waters? You can’t do it with patrol boats. It takes 
ships and ships are expensive,” he said. 

Coast Guard officials have been fighting for funding to 
get eight National Security Cutters to replace the 378-foot 
high-endurance cutters that have been in service since the 
1960s. The third NSC was delivered to the Coast Guard last 
fall. A $482 million contract for the fifth has been awarded to 
Huntington Ingalls Industries. And Obama’s budget includes 
funding for a sixth. 

The funding for the rest is far from certain. During a 
January speech at the Surface Navy Association’s annual 
symposium, the commandant said the NSC will remain in 
competition for dollars with smaller, less expensive Offshore 
Patrol Cutters that can be built quicker. 

The Coast Guard wants eight NSCs to replace 12 high-
endurance cutters that have an average age of 43 years. The 
OPCs would replace medium-endurance cutters, some of 
which are even older. 

Even if the Coast Guard was able to secure funding for all 
eight NSCs, the service’s total fleet of high-endurance ships 
eventually will be reduced by 11, Papp said. 

“I just don’t get it — why we’re not building more ships 
in this country,” he said. 
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The Coast Guard would like to send one of the new 
cutters to Alaska to deal with increasing activity in the Bering 
Strait. Obama’s 2013 budget also provides $6.1 million to the 
Coast Guard to recapitalize and expand helicopter hangars and 
aviation refueling facilities in Alaska. 

“These investments will sustain the Coast Guard’s ability 
to establish effective presence in the Bering Sea and Aleutian 
Chain — the ‘gateway’ to the Arctic,” the budget document 
says. 
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50. U.S. Uses Russian Icebreaker To Get Fuel Supplies To Antarctica 
(STARS AND STRIPES 12 FEB 12) ... Seth Robson 

McMURDO STATION, Antarctica — The U.S. is relying 
on a Russian icebreaker to deliver supplies to its main base in 
Antarctica thanks to continued problems with its own 
shrinking fleet of the cold-water vessels. 

Late last month, the Russian icebreaker Vladimir 
Ignatyuk cut a channel through Antarctic sea ice so that a 
Military Sealift Command tanker — the Maersk Peary — 
could deliver millions of gallons of fuel to McMurdo Station. 
A second MSC ship, the Green Wave, also is bound for 
McMurdo and will need the Russian icebreaker’s help to 
deliver supplies and equipment that will sustain the station 
through the harsh Antarctic winter. 

The job of cutting supply channels through the ice has 
traditionally fallen to the U.S. Navy and Coast Guard. 
However, the military’s inaction on updating its fleet has led 
to an increased reliance on foreign vessels. 

The U.S. has only one operational icebreaker, the Coast 
Guard Cutter Healy, which has been busy escorting a Russian-
flagged tanker through the iced-over waters in the Bering Sea 
to supply Nome, Alaska. 

The Coast Guard owns two other icebreakers, but the 
Polar Sea is being decommissioned, and the Polar Star is being 
refitted at a cost of $62.8 million, according to Lt. Eric 
Quigley, a capabilities manager with the Coast Guard. 

The shortage of U.S. icebreakers, which cost $1 billion 
each to build, contrasts with a large Russian fleet that 
comprises more than two dozen of the massive ships, 
including several nuclear-powered vessels. 

Russian icebreakers are in high demand to escort 
commercial shipping along the Northern Sea Route that 
follows Russia’s northern coast through Arctic waters between 
the Pacific and Atlantic oceans, according to Cmdr. Steve 
Wittrock, a Coast Guard budget officer. 

The route is open for only two months each year, and 
moving sea ice means ships risk being trapped. However, the 
route is far shorter than traditional sea lanes connecting 
Europe and Asia, he said. 

The potential need for more U.S. icebreakers was signaled 
in a Government Accountability Office report last month. The 
report warned that the Defense Department lacks a clear 
strategy for ensuring it will have the resources to operate in 
the Arctic, which is gaining strategic importance as melting 
ice opens new shipping possibilities and potential access to 
untapped natural resources. 

While the DOD has begun to assess the capabilities 
needed to better operate in the Arctic’s harsh environment, the 
report said, it needs to better prepare to meet the challenges of 
navigating in the Arctic, where the U.S., Russia and other 
nations are competing for control of potentially valuable 
resources. 

“Uncertainty involving the rate of Arctic climate change 
necessitates careful planning to ensure efficient use of 
resources in developing Arctic needs such as basing 
infrastructure and icebreakers, which require long lead times 
to develop and are expensive to build and maintain,” the GAO 
stated in its report. 

Warming temperatures in the Arctic mean there will 
likely be more fishing, oil exploration and tourism there in the 
future that would likely require a greater Coast Guard 
presence, Wittrock said. 

“There is an expansion in the level of maritime activity in 
the Arctic with generally decreasing ice coverage,” Wittrock 
said. “We are working with partners to understand what we 
might need beyond those two polar icebreakers.” 

Extreme weather in the Arctic and a lack of infrastructure 
mean icebreakers are a good way to get Coast Guard resources 
into the region, he said. 

Lt. Benjamin Morgan, who works in the Coast Guard’s 
mobility ice operations division, said icebreakers can also 
support science missions, enforce U.S. sovereignty in its 
territorial waters, perform search and rescue and enforce laws. 

“Their icebreaking capabilities make them ideal to 
conduct these missions at high latitudes,” he said. 
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51. SEALs Grab Spotlight In Hollywood 
"Act of Valor" has red-carpet premiere 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 13 FEB 12) ... Jeanette Steele 

HOLLYWOOD — Sunset Boulevard was shut down for 
an hour Monday night, but it wasn’t marquee-name movie 
stars creating the hoopla. 

It was Navy SEALs who appear in the new action film 
“Act of Valor,” a first-of-its-kind movie that uses real U.S. 
military service members in a Hollywood-style plot, all 
sanctioned by the Navy in the name of recruiting. 

The movie, opening in theaters nationwide Feb. 24, 
celebrated its Hollywood premiere Monday. 

There was a red carpet-style entrance for the SEALs and a 
splashy after party with former Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger, 
film star Josh Duhamel and NFL quarterback Tim Tebow on 
the guest list. 

Even the seen-everything Hollywood press corps seemed 
wowed when a handful of Navy Leap Frogs jumpers appeared 
in the night sky, then dropped onto Sunset with a whoosh of 
blue and gold parachutes. They earned applause from the 
assembled media, who snapped personal photos with their 
iPhones. 
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Inside the Arclight Theater, the audience gave a standing 
ovation to the eight active-duty SEALs who performed in the 
film. 

Director Scott Waugh made jokes about how long the 
movie took to make. He got married and had two children in 
the four-year span. The delay, according to people close to the 
film, came because they needed to film the SEALs when real-
life training situations arose. And, apparently, Navy 
submarines are hard to schedule. 

“This is in memory of everyone who has served,” Waugh 
told the audience. “Hopefully this will make you proud.” 

The mother of one fallen SEAL from Coronado attended 
the premiere. Her son, Marc Alan Lee, was the first SEAL 
killed in Iraq. His mom, Debbie Lee, said one of the movie 
scenes is loosely based on the Ramadi mission that took his 
life. 

“These guys are heroes, and America needs to hear their 
stories,” Lee said. 

The movie got a flashbulb-popping premiere in 
Hollywood, but its heart is really in San Diego. 

Scenes were filmed in Coronado, Imperial Beach and on 
the San Diego-based warship Bonhomme Richard. The SEAL 
command is headquartered at Coronado Naval Amphibious 
Base, and that’s where all SEAL hopefuls go through the 21 
weeks of brutal training that turns them into elite sea-air-land 
warriors. 

According to insiders, the Coronado-based SEALs 
pictured in the movie had to be nudged into becoming screen 
“stars.” 

They play themselves, but in a fictional scenario that 
shows off signature SEAL skills. There’s a nighttime hostage 
rescue, parachuting out of airplanes, sniper work, use of a 
mini-submarine and good old-fashioned gunfights. 

Putting their faces in front of a camera goes against the 
long-held “no comment” policy of America’s special forces 
military community. Even when an East Coast-based SEAL 
team conducted the May mission that killed Osama bin Laden, 
the SEAL command wouldn’t really acknowledge the victory. 

The SEALs who walked the red carpet Monday smiled 
broadly for photos but didn’t stop long enough for interviews. 
In the movie, only first names are used in dialogue. 

The irony is that Navy officials greenlighted this movie at 
least four years ago, at a time when the SEALs needed 
recruiting help to swell the ranks. In 2006, the Pentagon 
approved 15 percent growth in all special operations branches. 

Now, as the leader of Naval Special Warfare Command 
said in a recent speech, the SEAL brand is red hot. 

“It’s very different for us...We as a community are not 
used to operating under such a spotlight,” Rear Adm. Sean 
Pybus said in a rare public talk last month at the San Diego 
Convention Center. 

As for the SEALs-turned-actors, Pybus said, “They did as 
ordered — not with great excitement, because they have other 
things to do.” 

After the movie premieres are done, these SEALs will 
apparently go back to normal work. 

“I don’t want to make them Hollywood stars, and they 
don’t want to be that,” Pybus said. 
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OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
52. China's Long Reach 
Regime's influence undercuts U.S. values 
(WASHINGTON POST 14 FEB 12) ... Yu Jie 

Chinese dissident writers exiled to the West today get a 
very different response than Soviet writers received not so 
long ago. 

In 1975, Secretary of State Henry Kissinger advised 
President Ford not to meet with writer Alexander 
Solzhenitsyn, warning in a memorandum that doing so would 
offend the Soviet Union. Now, similar views are held not only 
by pragmatic politicians but also by multinational corporations 
with large investments in China as well as universities and 
foundations with inextricable links to China. 

The Chinese communist regime's penetration of the West 
far exceeds that of the former Soviet Union. In the Cold War 
era, the Soviet Union was blocked behind the Iron Curtain; 
there were few links between Soviet and Western economies. 
An average American family would not be using products 
"made in the USSR." Today, China is deeply embedded within 
the globalized system. An American recently wrote an 
interesting book detailing a year of her refusal to buy products 
that were "made in China" and the many difficulties she 
encountered as a result of this decision. 

On the surface, the West has profited from its trade with 
China. Western consumers can buy vast amounts of cheap 
Chinese products. However, fundamental values of the West 
are quietly being eroded: Who knows whether the American 

flag flying outside your home was manufactured by inmates in 
Chinese prisons or by child labor? 

I arrived in the United States a month ago, thinking I had 
escaped the reach of Beijing, only to realize that the Chinese 
government's shadow continues to be omnipresent. Several 
U.S. universities that I have contacted dare not invite me for a 
lecture, while they cooperate with China on many projects. If 
you are a scholar of Chinese studies who has criticized the 
Communist Party, it would be impossible for you to be 
involved in research projects with the Chinese-funded 
Confucius Institute, and you may even be denied a Chinese 
visa. Conversely, if you praise the Communist Party, not only 
would you receive ample research funding but you might also 
be invited to visit China and even received by high-level 
officials. Western academic freedom has been distorted by 
invisible hands. 

I believe that China is a far greater threat than the former 
Soviet Union ever was; unfortunately, the West lacks 
visionary politicians, such as Ronald Reagan, to stand up to 
this threat. President Obama might perceive the Chinese 
Communist Party as a tiger that does not bite and, hence, is 
looking forward to Vice President Xi Jinping's visit this week. 
Will Obama, a winner of the Nobel Peace Prize, openly 
request that China release Liu Xiaobo, a Nobel Peace laureate 
imprisoned by the Communist Party? Why did Secretary of 
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State Hillary Rodham Clinton have the courage to meet with 
Burma's Aung San Suu Kyi but not to meet with Liu? Is it 
because Burma is weak, while China is strong? 

The Chinese Communist Party remains a tiger that will 
bite. For working on human rights with Liu Xiaobo, after he 
was awarded the Nobel Prize, I was tortured by the country's 
secret police and nearly lost my life. Since then, dozens of 
lawyers and writers have been subjected to brutal torture; 
some contracted severe pneumonia after being held in front of 
fans blowing cold air and then being baked by an electric 
furnace. The secret police threatened me, saying that they had 
a list of 200 anticommunist party intellectuals whom they 
were ready to arrest and bury alive. Over the past year, the 
number of political prisoners in China has increased, and the 
jail sentences have become longer - yet Western voices of 
protest have become weaker. 

Harsh internal repression and unrestrained external 
expansion are two sides of the same coin. The Chinese 
Communist Party recently vetoed the U.N. Security Council's 
resolution on Syria because killings not unlike those 
committed by Damascus continue in Tibet. 

More than a century ago, Westerners described China as a 
"sleeping lion"; today, it is the West that has fallen asleep. As 
an independent writer and a Christian member of a "house 
church," I have the responsibility to tell the truth: The Chinese 
Communist Party is still a man-eating tiger. 

Yu Jie is the author of several Chinese-language books, 
including "China's Best Actor: Wen Jiaobo." He left China 
last month for the United States, where he intends to study and 
write on religious freedom. 

Return to Index 
 

53. The New Rules: The Coming War With Iran 
(WORLD POLITICS REVIEW 13 FEB 12) ... Thomas P.M. Barnett 

While the debate over whether Israel will strike Iran ebbs 
and flows on an almost weekly basis now, a larger collision-
course trajectory is undeniably emerging. To put it most 
succinctly, Iran won't back down, while Israel won't back off, 
and America will back up its two regional allies -- Israel and 
Saudi Arabia -- when the shooting finally starts. 

There are no other credible paths in sight: There will be 
no diplomatic miracles, and Iran will not be permitted to 
achieve a genuine nuclear deterrence. But let us also be clear 
about what this coming war will ultimately target: regime 
change in Tehran, because that is the only plausible solution. 

Tehran had plenty of reasons to make mastering the 
uranium-enrichment cycle and other technical capabilities 
necessary to achieving a nuclear deterrent a strategic priority 
following America's post-Sept. 11 regime-toppling invasions 
of Iran's two next-door neighbors, Afghanistan and Iraq. But 
the course of the Arab Spring, and especially NATO's 
successful Libyan intervention, has dramatically ratcheted up 
its sense of urgency. Even more unsettling is the increasingly 
likely prospect that Syrian President Bashar al-Assad, a key 
ally, will fall from power sometime over the next several 
months, limiting Tehran's ability to resupply Hezbollah and 
Hamas in the event they need to be unleashed upon Israel in 
retaliation for any military strikes on Iran's nuclear 
installations. 

Meanwhile, the U.S.-led push to launch a Western 
embargo of Iran's oil exports could threaten as much as one-
third of Iran's total export earnings, according to some expert 
accounts. The damage will come not just from Europe, which 
has pledged to stop buying Iranian oil, but also from Asian 
economies, which are already going out of their way to divert 
their purchases toward more reliable suppliers. In this regard, 
Iran's chief regional rival, Saudi Arabia, has become their 
most aggressive suitor -- by design, of course. 

Given such dramatically reduced market leverage, Tehran 
will be forced to cut its prices further for those non-Western 
buyers, like China, which, while sidestepping the embargo on 
principle and as a supply hedge, will nonetheless maximally 
exploit Iran's isolation. Frankly, this is the primary reason why 
China likes being friends with rogue regimes: the opportunity 
to loot their natural resources at bargain basement prices. Just 

take a look at China's mineral trade with North Korea, which 
Beijing has emptied at below-market prices while paying off 
the military elite that now commands the government. 
Myanmar presents a similar tale. 

But China will not go to the mattresses on Iran's behalf, 
any more than big-talking Russia will. In truth, a regime-
toppling war in Iran will overwhelmingly work to China's 
long-term benefit, just like it did in Iraq. In the short run, 
Beijing will end up paying more for the product. But money is 
not China's problem -- supply is, and an Iran opened back up 
to global investment and Western technology would soon re-
emerge as a far larger source of both oil and gas. So yes, 
expect Beijing to make all of its usual obstructionist moves, 
and then cry crocodile tears when the regime finally falls, 
because the Chinese will invariably clean up on both the 
reconstruction process and the improved energy export flows. 

This gets us to why Israel has to start this war: The 
perceived existential threat of Iran's nuclear weapons will not 
be tamed by any outside superpower, and indeed it cannot be. 
In the case of North Korea, both South Korea and Japan-and 
by extension the U.S.-have no choice but to live with 
Pyongyang's nukes, because trying to remove that threat 
militarily, right on China's border, is a nonstarter. But living 
with a nuclear North Korea is made tolerable because of 
Beijing's perceived influence over the regime. 

In the case of Iran, there is no great power to rein in 
escalations on both sides. So the world won't be able to 
tolerate a Persian Gulf version of North Korea. Israel's 
existence is conceivably threatened, as is that of all-important 
energy pillar Saudi Arabia. Those twin realities guarantee that 
America will fight at Israel's side and do whatever it takes to 
defend Saudi oil infrastructure, which is the only part of that 
sacred Islamic land that Tehran would dare target as part of a 
Götterdämmerung strategy. 

Virtually all of America's strategic allies and rivals will 
ultimately forgive our involvement because, in the end, each 
will benefit: China and India, from Iran's resurrection as an 
energy exporter; Turkey, from Iran's diminution as a regional 
leader; and the rest of the world, from the Persian Gulf being 
spared from a lengthy period of unstable nuclear 
brinkmanship. Only Russia stands to lose outright, but that has 



 46

been true regarding virtually every good thing that has 
happened in this world for the past two decades, and Moscow 
cannot do anything about it, save for beating down a tiny 
neighbor now and then. 

Of course, Beijing and Moscow will regret the precedent 
of yet another Western-led regime-change effort targeting a 
fellow authoritarian state. But since this war will be conducted 
prior to Iran's weaponization of its nuclear capacity, the 
enduring rule-set regarding nuclear weapons being off-limits 
will be preserved. 

As for this looming war being more about regime change 
than wiping out Iran's nuclear programs, that is simply a case 
of being realistic. Unless the West were willing to invade Iran 
and occupy it, Iraq-style, there is no chance that any airstrike-
only war will decisively terminate Tehran's reach for the 
Bomb. Since there is zero chance of America rerunning the 
Iraq war, U.S. and Israeli air and unconventional attacks will, 
at best, push Iran's weaponization date back several years. But, 
frankly, our targeting strategy will likewise prioritize 
damaging the regime's capacity to control its population, 
because unless an Arab Spring-like uprising ensues, or an 
acceptable regime infighter emerges victoriously with a 
"grand bargain" in hand, we will simply have to "rinse and 
repeat" at some future date. 

That is the path we are on: Israel and America will soon 
go to war with Iran -- for as many times as it takes. In each 
instance, our proximate goal will be to kick the nuclear "can" 
as far down the road as possible, but our ultimate goal will be 
regime change. 

Stunningly familiar, isn't it? 
For years I have argued that Iran will get the Bomb and 

that we would be better off accepting that and subsequently 
going for the same "soft kill" outcome we previously achieved 
with the Soviet Union through arms control and détente. But 
just like with Iraq back in 2002, I have come to the conclusion 
that the world simply can't get there from here, for all the 
reasons detailed above. 

Nothing is going to stop this war dynamic from unfolding 
-- not China, the U.N., the Pentagon's strategic "pivot" to East 
Asia, our upcoming presidential election, nor our nation's 
much-discussed war fatigue, much less "decline." 

Nothing. 
So get ready for war with Iran. Because once Assad is 

gone, that is what comes next. 
Thomas P.M. Barnett is chief analyst at Wikistrat and a 

contributing editor for Esquire magazine 
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Department of the Navy Unveils 13 Budget from Navy 

Live, February 13 
Guided by Defense Strategic Guidance, the Navy-Marine 

Corps team is built for war, capable of operating forward to 
preserve the peace, respond to crises, and protect U.S. and 
allied interests. The force will be leaner, agile, flexible, ready 
and technologically advanced because the Navy’s budget was 
built by applying the tenets of warfighting first, operate 
forward and be ready. 

Deputy Asst. Secretary of the Navy for Budget, Rear 
Adm. Joseph Mulloy, presented the details of the Department 
of the Navy fiscal year 2013 budget Feb. 13. As you can 
imagine, this is a massive proposal with information that 
affects our team’s future planning. However, at the end of the 
day, the Department of the Navy will continue to operate 
forward across the globe, providing the nation offshore 
options to deter and defeat aggression today and into the 
future. Here are some of the key elements from that plan: 

Highlights 

 A premium was placed on our presence in the Asia-
Pacific region and the Middle East, using innovative 
methods to generate more forward presence with a 
smaller and leaner force while retaining the ability to 
surge as needed. 

 Deployable battle force of 284 ships in FY13, 
including 11 aircraft carriers (maintaining our current 
number) and 31 large amphibious ships, 4 guided 
missile submarines and 55 nuclear powered attack 
submarines. 

 Military basic pay is increased by 1.7 percent and we 
remain committed to taking care of our Sailors, 
Marines, Civilians and their families. We will 
continue the 

 investments needed to ensure they remain the world’s 
premier maritime force. 

 Ship procurement funds for 10 new-construction 
ships in FY13 (one CVN, two SSNs, two DDG 51s, 
one Joint High Speed Vessel and four LCS-class 
ships) and 41 ships across the Future Years Defense 
Plan (FYDP). 

 Overall Battle Force Ships continue to decrease to 
284 in FY13. These changes will result in a Navy 
fleet size of more than 280 ships by the end of the 
FYDP. 

 Aircraft procurement funds 192 airframes in FY13 
and 765 airframes across the FYDP. Decreased 
aviation quantities for: F-35 B/C, C-40A, KC-130J, 
P-8A, MV-22B, MH-60R, and E-2D. 

For DoN FY 2013 budget information, visit: 
http://www.finance.hq.navy.mil/fmb/13pres/books.htm 

View Graphics (4 Images) 
View Clip (RT: 0:35) 
 
Fleet FAM Update by ADM J.C. Harvey, Jr. from 

Fleet Forces Command Blog, February 9 
It’s been almost two years since I visited the USS OAK 

HILL (LSD 51) to experience a “day in the life of a JO” and 
get a true deckplate perspective on the impact the 
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administrative programs we use on our ships have on our 
LPOs, LCPOs, DIV (O)s, and DHs. That visit, and subsequent 
discussions on other Fleet units, prompted me to direct a 
comprehensive review of all software applications being used 
in the Fleet today. Additionally, I directed CYBERFOR to 
take a good, hard look at how we could establish a much more 
robust governance model to ensure we deliver effective tools 
that meet the standards our Sailors need and expect from us. 

This comprehensive review, the “Fleet FAM effort,” was 
initially led by RADM Meek and now continues under RDML 
Herbert’s leadership at Navy Cyber Forces. We had some 
initial setbacks as we tried to get our arms around this 
complex problem, but the Fleet FAM team has since made 
steady and meaningful progress toward unwinding the effects 
of over two decades of undisciplined software management in 
the Fleet. I want to share some of the updates with you that I 
recently received from RDML Herbert and get your feedback 
on what you think we can or should be doing differently. 

First, her team is making good progress with identifying 
and fixing the applications that are currently fielded in the 
Fleet. They’ve already assessed 568 of the 945 applications 
originally identified in the Fleet FAM baseline software 
application list. Each application is thoroughly reviewed for a 
valid requirement before a final determination is made to 
keep, kill, fix or sunset the program. The team is on pace to 
finish the application review by the end of this year. 

Second, to assist with the review, RDML Herbert 
assembled a Fleet Application Solutions Team (FAST) of IT 
experts to visit ships and hear firsthand from our Sailors about 
any problems or difficulties they’re experiencing with the 
applications they’re required to use. This team is probably the 
most critical piece in this effort because they are pulling in 
feedback directly from our end-users on the deckplates. 

Third, RDML Herbert is holding a combined Numbered 
Fleet N6 and Fleet FAM conference this month to bring 
together the experts in the Fleet to discuss many of the big 
issues we’ve discovered so far and how we can most 
effectively employ best practices to manage the tools we have 
today. Now, RDML Herbert fully understands my concerns 
about conferences and off-sites (these events are not simply a 
vacation from the office) and she has assured me she will 
make full use of everyone’s time and drive the team to 
produce tangible and relevant outputs that we can implement 
today to ease the burden on the Fleet and help our Sailors do 
their jobs. 

Finally, RDML Herbert recently released several 
messages, the first addressing program management 
responsibilities for shipboard application configuration 
management and control, and the second providing Fleet best 
practices for maintaining baseline configuration control. In 
addition, a Fleet FAM instruction is in the works now and 
should be released later this month. These messages are a big 
step in the right direction, but we need to ensure the intended 
audiences are in receipt of, and acting on, the guidance 
provided (more on this in a future post!). 

I told you when we started this effort that it would take a 
long and steady commitment from all of us to reverse the 
damage caused by so many years of undisciplined software 
management in the Fleet and by the many entities who were 
able to deliver software applications to the Fleet. There is still 
much to do, but I’m encouraged by our team’s progress and 

look forward to hearing more about what they learn from our 
Sailors during their ship visits. 

 
USS Abraham Lincoln: One Sailor Making a 

Difference by Richard Palmer from Navy Live, February 
10 

Life on the flight deck of an aircraft carrier is a fast-
moving orchestration of man in concert with machine. On 
deck, aircraft flying majestically from forward-deployed, 
sovereign U.S. soil can be an evolution of elegance – and at 
the same time, one of the most dangerous places on earth. In 
this blog we take a look at a day in the life of USS Abraham 
Lincoln (CVN 72) Sailor Chief Petty Officer Richard Palmer 
who is one of the people responsible for ensuring safety 
during flight deck evolutions and of YOUR Sailors’ daily lives. 
As the senior enlisted Sailor in the ship’s Safety Department, 
he has the huge responsibility of overseeing a myriad of other 
shipboard programs, ranging from the ship’s mast to its 
engine rooms below deck. Richard writes this blog from both a 
professional and personal perspective, as he shares a day in 
his life with you. Along with his words, we share images of 
him to help paint the picture of his story … enjoy. 

The Navy gave me an opportunity to do something 
honorable with my life at a time when I had nothing else going 
for me. I enjoy being part of something so large and relevant 
because the Navy has worldwide impact. 

One thing I love about the Navy is the people. Not 
everyone has been a constructive part of my life or career, 
which would be true anywhere. But the people I have had the 
chance to serve with have been incredible. They have shaped 
me into not only the type of Sailor I am, but the type of person 
I am, as well. Sailors come from all over the world and bring 
their insights and viewpoints, and my life is richer for 
adopting their best ideas and methods. 

Being a Chief is the best job in the Navy; there is no job 
like it. The world is changing and people are changing, but 
Sailors will always need their Chief. No education level and 
no amount of talent can replace the wisdom that comes from 
an experienced Chief Petty Officer. I get to not only lead our 
Sailors, but groom and develop the next generation of Chiefs 
and even officers that will lead a Navy that isn’t even here yet. 
That’s a huge task, but the rewards are great, and I am 
thankful I get to be a part of it. 

View Gallery (6 Photos) 
 
Eric Foner And Lincoln - Top 5 For Navy Reads by 

Bill Doughty from Navy Professional Reading Program, 
February 11 

Pulitzer Prize winning author Eric Foner, DeWitt Clinton 
Professor of History, Columbia University, sent his top five 
suggested authors and titles about Abraham Lincoln to Navy 
Reads. One of the nation’s most prominent historians, Foner 
writes about the intersections of intellectual, political and 
social history, and on the history of American race relations. 

Richard N. Current, The Lincoln Nobody Knows. Not a 
standard biography but a perceptive investigation of key 
moments in Lincoln's career; almost half a century after its 
publication it remains one of the best works on Lincoln. 

David Donald, Lincoln. Not entirely convincing in 
portraying Lincoln as a man lacking deep moral and political 
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convictions, more buffeted by events, this is nonetheless 
probably the best one-volume biography. 

James Oakes, The Radical and the Republican. A 
comparative study of Frederick Douglass and Lincoln, 
incisively reveals the differences, and growing conversion, 
between the radical abolitionist and the mainstream politician 
during the Civil War. 

James M. McPherson, Tried By War. The best account of 
how Lincoln learned the art of warfare, his relationship with 
his generals, and his role in the military conduct of the Civil 
War. 

And, especially for naval history, Craig Symonds, Lincoln 
and His Admirals. Despite the numerous volumes on Lincoln 
and the land Civil War, this is the first full study of Lincoln's 
relationship to the war at sea, and its reveals him mastering the 
nuances of naval warfare, something with which he had no 
experience before becoming president. 

Navy Reads thanks Prof. Foner, author of the enlightening 
The Fiery Trial: Abraham Lincoln and American Slavery for 
sharing his recommendations for our Navy audience. 

 
Sites Connect Spouses With Jobs by Elaine Sanchez 

from Family Matters (American Forces Press Service), 
February 13 

Over the past year, veterans and military spouses have 
been invited to a host of career fairs across the nation that 
connect dozens of employers seeking to support the military 
community with hundreds, sometimes thousands, of job-
seeking troops and spouses. 

While face-to-face exposure is an asset, many career 
seekers aren’t able to attend these fairs, whether it’s due to 
distance, finances or life demands. 

Hoping to fill this opportunity gap, organizations are 
forgoing local fairs in favor of online offerings. With the only 
potential barrier being Internet access, virtual career fairs and 
other online job resources are steadily gaining popularity. 

Milicruit, a sponsor of virtual career fairs, hosted a 
national career fair in November that attracted about 80 
employers and more than 30,000 job seekers. 

They’ll host another nationwide virtual career fair for 
service members, veterans and military spouses Feb. 23 from 
11 a.m. to 4 p.m. EST. 

In this fair, veterans and military spouses will have access 
to about 27,000 jobs, Kevin O’Brien, Milicruit spokesman, 
said. Military career seekers will have the opportunity to meet 
and interact with recruiters and hiring managers from dozens 
of military friendly employers. 

People should register to reserve their space at this free 
fair online at http://www.veteranscareerfair.com. 

The company also will offer some resume-writing advice 
in a virtual resume workshop Feb. 16 from 4 to 7 p.m. EST, 
according to a news release. Employers will be online to 
review resumes and provide guidance on designing a civilian 
resume. 

Milicruit also has more than 20 regional career fairs 
planned throughout 2012. People can find out more on the 
site’s event calendar. 

Also aimed at the virtual front, through the Defense 
Department’s Military Spouse Employment Partnership, 
employers have direct access to job-seeking spouses, and 
spouses can connect with long-term employment 

opportunities. MSEP, launched last year, partners with local, 
national and international businesses to foster job 
opportunities. 

In a blog last month, Robert L. Gordon III, deputy 
assistant secretary of defense for military community and 
family policy, noted the site’s success. In just six months, the 
program has partnered with nearly 100 employers. And as of 
mid-January, nearly 60,000 jobs were listed on 
MSEPJobs.com. Since June 2010, more than 10,400 spouses 
have found employment through the MSEP program. 

Gordon noted the site is undergoing a design overhaul to 
enhance functionality. The site will have a resume builder 
function and provide email alerts when the job seeker is 
matched to a job posting. 

“With your help, we will build on this momentum as we 
move into 2012 to make MSEP an even more effective tool in 
empowering our military spouses to find jobs and career 
opportunities,” he wrote. 

Connecting veterans and spouses with jobs is one of the 
primary objectives of the White House’s Joining Forces 
campaign. Launched by First Lady Michelle Obama and Dr. 
Jill Biden, wife of Vice President Joe Biden, last year, this 
campaign calls on Americans to better support troops, veterans 
and their families. 

In November, the first lady announced that a range of 
businesses plan to hire 100,000 veterans and military spouses 
by 2014. She noted the Veterans Jobs Bank hosts more than 
550,000 job postings from military-friendly employers. 

“This commitment of 100,000 jobs isn’t about making 
headlines,” she said in a Joining Forces blog. “These 
wonderful programs don’t just provide a good opportunity for 
a press conference. All of these efforts are about upholding 
our sacred duty to our veterans and their families.” 

At the time, 16,000 veterans and spouses had found new 
positions since Joining Forces launched, the blog said. 

More recently, President Barack Obama outlined his 
Veterans Job Corps initiative to hire veterans to replenish the 
ranks of the nation’s first responders. He also noted the 
progress that’s already been made. 

“Already, we’ve helped 600,000 veterans and their family 
members go back to school on the Post-9/11 GI Bill,” he said 
Feb. 3. “We’ve hired over 120,000 veterans to serve in the 
federal government, [and] we’ve made it easier for veterans to 
access all sorts of employment services.” 

Additionally, the U.S. Chamber of Commerce has been 
steadily working toward its goal of hosting 100 hiring fairs 
within a year. Last month, the chamber hosted its first 
military-spouse-only hiring fair, which brought together more 
than 100 employers and more than 1,000 military spouses. 

“As companies large and small have shown, the private 
sector has enormous capacity to help our troops, veterans and 
families,” Navy Capt. Brad Cooper, executive director of 
Joining Forces, recently told me. “The people of this great 
nation clearly want to help – people want to have impact. 
Everywhere we’ve turned, and with every company we’ve 
asked to step up, the answer has been ‘yes.’” 

 
Faces of the Fleet from Navy Live, February 9 
“Faces of the Fleet” takes a look at YOUR Navy 

operating forward. These images represent the greatest Sailors 
in the greatest Navy in the world leading from the deck plates, 
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and completing missions around the globe. This is your fleet 
and these are your Sailors! Hooyah, Navy!! 

 Rear Adm. Scott T. Craig, deputy chief of staff for 
fleet capabilities requirements, concepts, and 
experimentation U.S. Fleet Forces Command, departs 
the amphibious assault ship USS Kearsarge (LHD 3). 

 Capt. Erik Ross, commanding officer of the 
amphibious assault ship USS Bataan (LHD 5), greets 
his family during a homecoming celebration for 
Bataan at Naval Station Norfolk after completing a 
10 1/2-month deployment. 

 CS3 Karen Glover kicks a simulated attacker during 
combat training as part of a security force 
qualification course aboard the amphibious assault 
ship USS Makin Island (LHD 8). 

 Lt. j.g. Geordie Kelly, fleet band master of U.S. 7th 
Fleet Band, shows children how to use a maraca 
shaker during a performance at the AEON 
Tomakomai shopping center. 

 ABEAN Tiffany Romero and ABE3 Mikkos 
Thomas, both assigned to the air department aboard 
the Nimitz-class aircraft carrier USS Carl Vinson 
(CVN 70), carry holdback bars off the flight deck 
after launching aircraft from the bow catapults. 

 Chief Warrant Officer Galo Moreira, ship's 
boatswain, trains Sailors on the monkey lines as they 
launch a rigid-hull inflatable boat during a man 
overboard drill. 

 HT3 Christopher Mitchell checks an SH-60B Sea 
Hawk helicopter for hot spots during a flight deck 
recovery drill aboard the guided-missile destroyer 
USS Halsey (DDG 97). 

 Capt. Dorian F. Jones, commanding officer of the 
amphibious assault ship USS Kearsarge (LHD 3) 
answers questions from Japanese media during Bold 
Alligator 2012. 

 ABE1 Anthony Rickey (left), ABEAN Chris 
Orhelein and ABE1 Jonathan Dicola celebrate as they 
watch Super Bowl XLVI on the aircraft carrier USS 
George H.W. Bush (CVN 77). 

 MA3 Steven Cabrera, assigned aboard Riverine 
Command Boat (RCB) 802, attached to Riverine 
Squadron (RIVRON) 2, mans a twin .50-caliber 
machine gun. 

 BM1 Timothy Lumpkin plays Taps during a burial at 
sea ceremony aboard the aircraft carrier USS 
Enterprise (CVN 65). 

View Gallery (11 Photos) 
Broadcast Clip - Meet John Anthony Hall... Hoosier, 

Chief, Sailor 
Video portrait of Command Master Chief John Anthony 

Hall, from Indianapolis, Ind. He's the Command Master Chief 
of Naval Support Activity Washington. 

View Clip (RT: 0:59) 
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To subscribe, go to http://www.chinfo.navy.mil/pages/clips.html.  

 

TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Naming Of Navy Ships Returns To Tradition 
Recent choices drew criticism 
(WASHINGTON TIMES 14 FEB 12) ... Rowan Scarborough 

Navy Secretary Ray Mabus, under fire from Congress and veterans for naming ships after fellow Democrats and social activists, 
plans to announce another round of ship names in the near future that will be more traditional, a Pentagon official tells The 
Washington Times. 

 
2. Iranian Patrol Boats Shadow U.S. Aircraft Carrier As It Passes Through Strait Of Hormuz 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 14 FEB 12) 

ABOARD THE USS ABRAHAM LINCOLN — Iranian patrol boats and aircraft shadowed a U.S. aircraft carrier strike group as 
it transited the Strait of Hormuz on Tuesday. 

 
3. Panetta: Little Room For Changes In DoD Budget 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 14 FEB 12) ... Lolita C. Baldor 

WASHINGTON — Defense Secretary Leon Panetta and the nation's top military leader on Tuesday defended the Pentagon's 
slimmed-down, $614 billion budget and told lawmakers it's time to show Congress is serious about reducing the deficit. 

 
4. Obama Defense Budget Advocated 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 15 FEB 12) ... Donna Cassata 

WASHINGTON -- Brushing aside congressional opposition, Defense Secretary Leon Panetta and the nation's top military leader 
insisted on Tuesday that President Barack Obama's trimmer, $614 billion defense budget will ensure the U.S. advantage worldwide 
with acceptable risks to the force and missions. 

 

CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
5. On Board U.S. Carrier As It Sails Through Strait Of Hormuz 
(BBC 14 FEB 12) 

The BBC's Jonathan Beale reports from on board the American aircraft carrier which has sailed through the Strait of Hormuz for 
the second time in a month, amid tensions between Iran and the U.S. 

 
6. U.S. Court Dismisses Puerto Ricans' Suit Over Arms Testing 
(REUTERS 14 FEB 12) ... Terry Baynes 

Puerto Rican residents lost a bid on Tuesday to force the U.S. government to recognize the health effects on the local population 
of testing of weapons and experimenting with chemicals on the island of Vieques for decades. 

 
7. USS Bonhomme Richard Deploys To Japan 
Crew to switch places with USS Essex 
(10 NEWS CBS SAN DIEGO 14 FEB 12) 

SAN DIEGO -- The amphibious assault ship USS Bonhomme Richard left its home port of San Diego for its new base in Japan. 
 

8. HSV2 Swift Visits GTMO To Load Operation Handclasp Supplies 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 14 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Justin Ailes Naval Station Guantanamo Bay, Cuba 
Public Affairs  

GUANTANAMO BAY, Cuba -- High Speed Vessel Swift (HSV) 2 arrived at Naval Station (NS) Guantanamo Bay, Cuba to 
receive supplies in support of Operation Handclasp, Feb. 14.  
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9. Portsmouth Naval Shipyard Touts Speedy Submarine Fix 
(FOSTER’S DAILY DEMOCRAT (PORTSMOUTH) 15 FEB 12) ... Jim Haddadin 

PORTSMOUTH — Workers at the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard completed repairs on a nuclear submarine ahead of schedule this 
month, according to a shipyard spokesperson, allowing the vessel to return to service earlier than expected.  

 

GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
10. Panetta: No Decision Yet From Israel On Iran 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 14 FEB 12) 

WASHINGTON — Defense Secretary Leon Panetta said Tuesday he does not think Israel has made a decision to launch a 
military strike on Iran to thwart its nuclear ambitions. 

 
11. Dempsey Urges Egypt To Resolve Dispute With U.S. 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 14 FEB 12) ... Donna Cassata 

WASHINGTON — The nation’s top military leader said Tuesday that he pleaded with Egypt’s ruling generals to resolve the 
crisis with Washington over the crackdown on American nonprofit groups that promote democracy in the Middle East, warning that 
the simmering dispute threatens billions in U.S. aid and the relationship between the two nations. 

 
12. As Xi Visits, U.S. Urges More Open Chinese Military 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 14 FEB 12) 

WASHINGTON — U.S. Defense Secretary Leon Panetta called for more “transparency” from China’s military and expanding 
security ties between the two powers as he hosted leader-in-waiting Xi Jinping on Feb. 14. 

 
13. New China Landing Vessels Point To Pacific Rivalry 
(REUTERS 14 FEB 12) ... David Lague 

HONG KONG -- As looming budget cuts force the Pentagon to plan for a smaller U.S. navy, China is accelerating the launch of 
new, increasingly capable warships as part of a sustained drive to become a major maritime power. 

 
14. China Defense Budget To Double Over 5 Years: IHS 
(DEFENSE NEWS 14 FEB 12) 

SINGAPORE — China’s defense budget will double between 2011 and 2015 and outstrip the combined spending of all other key 
defense markets in the Asia-Pacific region, global research group IHS said Feb. 14. 

 
15. Navy Finishes Successful Missile Launching 
(FINANCIAL EXPRESS (BANGLADESH) 15 FEB 12) 

Bangladesh Navy concluded its Annual Sea Exercise titled "Exercise Sea Thunder 2012" through successful launching of a 
Missile in the Bay of Bengal today, said a handout, reports BSS. 

 
16. IDAS Submarine Launched Surface To Air Missile System 
(DEFENSE UPDATE 14 FEB 12) 

Diehl Defense from Germany is back at the Singapore Airshow promoting a number of defense systems which are of high value 
to customers in Asia. 

 
17. U.S. Steps Up Watch Of Syria Chemical Weapons 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 15 FEB 12) ... Adam Entous and Jay Solomon 

WASHINGTON—The U.S. and some Mideast allies are intensifying surveillance of Syria's chemical and biological depots amid 
fears that the weapons could go loose if unrest escalates out of control. 

 
18. Pakistan OKs NATO To Ship Food To Afghanistan 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 14 FEB 12) ... Zarar Khan  

ISLAMABAD — Pakistan announced Tuesday that it has temporarily allowed NATO to ship perishable food to its troops in 
Afghanistan, a sign of thawing tensions following American airstrikes last year that accidentally killed 24 Pakistani soldiers. 

 
19. Violence Against Shippers New Norm Off West Africa 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 14 FEB 12) 

LAGOS, Nigeria  – The waters off West Africa's coast are now a constant danger for those shipping goods and crude oil in the 
region, analysts said Tuesday, a day after pirates killed two Sailors near Nigeria's coast. 
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20. Australian Warship Seizes 240kg Of Drugs 
(HERALD SUN (AUSTRALIA) 14 FEB 12) 

The crew of an Australian warship has seized and destroyed more than 240 kilograms of heroin and amphetamines found aboard a 
ship that was intercepted in the North Arabian Sea.  

 
21. Navy Messes With Tradition By Cutting Officer Segregation 
(THE TELEGRAPH (AUSTRALIA) 15 FEB 12) ... Ian McPhedran 

The officers' mess, that military sanctuary where senior personnel can unwind with comrades, is to be sacrificed as part of a Navy 
cost-cutting plan.  

 
22. Canada Submarine Fleet: Peter MacKay Cites 'Spotty' History 
(HUFFINGTON POST CANADA 14 FEB 12) 

Canada's submarine fleet has a "spotty" history and while HMCS Corner Brook's crash was "unfortunate," no one was in danger 
and the damage will be repaired, Defence Minister Peter MacKay said Tuesday. 

 

PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
23. Transition Benefits: NPC Officials To Discuss Post-ERB Matters In The Pacific Northwest 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 14 FEB 12) ... Navy Personnel Command Public Affairs 

MILLINGTON, Tenn. -- The Navy Personnel Command (NPC) fleet engagement team is scheduled to meet with Sailors, families 
and leadership in the Pacific Northwest Feb. 21-23 to discuss post-Enlisted Retention Board (ERB) matters and transition benefits, 
officials said Feb. 14. 

 
24. Navy Releases FY12 Continuation Board Results to Sailors 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 14 FEB 12) ... Navy Personnel Command Public Affairs 

MILLINGTON, Tenn. -- Results from the Fiscal Year (FY) 2012 performance-based board for continuation of senior enlisted 
(SECB) were posted in Bupers Online (BOL) for individual Sailors access, according to NAVADMIN 054/12, released Feb. 14.  

 
25. FY12 Aviation Officer Bonus Rates Released 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 14 FEB 12) ... Navy Personnel Command Public Affairs 

MILLINGTON, Tenn. -- Adjustments to the active duty and full time support (FTS) Aviation Career Continuation Pay (ACCP) 
program were announced via Navy messages, Feb. 14. 

 
26. Five Things Every Sailor Should Know About Absentee Ballots And Voting  
(NAVY TIMES 20 FEB 12) ... Brian Everstine 

Election Day is not until Nov. 6, but the Defense Department and the services are spreading the word early to make sure troops 
are registered and have the information they need to vote. 

 
27. Rule Change Boosts Home Schoolers’ Enlistment Chance 
(NAVY TIMES 20 FEB 12) ... Andrew Tilghman  

Prospective military recruits who finish high school through home schooling or online programs will soon have a better chance of 
enlisting. 

 
28. Dempsey: I Would Pay More For Health Care 
(NAVY TIMES 14 FEB 12) ... Patricia Kime  

The chairman of the Joint Chiefs told Congress on Tuesday he would willingly pay more for health care in retirement than the 
rate structure currently enjoyed by military retirees. 

 
29. 9 Flag Officer Assignments Announced 
(NAVY TIMES 14 FEB 12) 

Navy Secretary Ray Mabus and Chief of Naval Operations Adm. Jon Greenert announced the following flag assignments 
Tuesday: 

 
30. 2nd Recruit Dies At Great Lakes In Several Weeks 
(CHICAGO TRIBUNE 14 FEB 12) ... John Keilman 

A naval recruit who aspired to be a military police officer died Friday of causes related to pneumonia, marking the second recruit 
death in a month at Naval Station Great Lakes. 
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FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
31. Hampton Roads Officials Applaud Defense Plans 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 15 FEB 12) ... Bill Bartel 

WASHINGTON -- Members of Hampton Roads' congressional delegation generally were pleased with parts of the Obama 
administration's defense budget proposal that focus on continued funding for shipbuilding and ship repair and keeping intact the 
Norfolk-based fleet of five aircraft carriers. 

 
32. International F-35 Sales Vital To Cost Stability: DoD 
(DEFENSE NEWS 14 FEB 12) ... Marcus Weisgerber 

The U.S. Defense Department is banking on international sales of the Lockheed Martin F-35 Joint Strike Fighter over the next 
five years to keep the program cost stable, according to a senior Pentagon official. 

 
33. ONR Global Taking Off For Singapore Air Show 2012 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 14 FEB 12) ... Tina Bacas Gibson, Office of Naval Research  

ARLINGTON, Va. -- The Office of Naval Research (ONR) Global is showcasing unmanned systems Feb. 14-19 at the 2012 
Singapore Air Show, the largest air show in Asia and one of the top three aerospace and defense events on the global industry 
calendar. 

 
34. Navy Starts Countdown For Launch Of First MUOS Satellite  
Warfighters won’t gain benefits until next year 
(DEFENSE SYSTEMS 13 FEB 12) ... Terry Costlow 

With the launch its first Mobile User Objective System (MUOS) satellite set for the evening of Feb. 16, the Navy is highlighting 
that ability to provide a tenfold increase in bandwidth and the ability to communicate with warfighters on the move. However, those 
capabilities won’t begin until the launch of a second MUOS satellite, now set for summer 2013. 

 
35. Navy Reservist Gives Insight Into Fire Scout Deployment 
(BAYNET (MD) 15 FEB 12) 

After a challenging nine months fielding a new unmanned system in Afghanistan, a Navy reservist recently visited Patuxent River 
to share his deployment experience before returning to civilian life in his North Carolina hometown. 

 
36. U.S. Navy Scouts JCU For Biofuels 
(ABC.NET BRISBANE 15 FEB 12) ... Paula Tapiolas  

James Cook University has showcased its biofuels site to officials from the U.S. Navy. The U.S. naval delegation toured 
Queensland earlier this month, inspecting bioenergy projects. This follows Premier Anna Bligh's announcement that Queensland 
researchers are preparing to make a bid to supply the U.S. Navy with biofuels for ships and planes.  

 

BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
37. News Of New Destroyers For Everett Base Shows Navy’s Commitment 
Addition of three destroyers erases fears of possibly losing base 
(THE HERALD (WA) 14 FEB 12) ... Gale Fiege 

EVERETT -- At a time when the federal government plans to cut defense spending, the presence of the Navy in Snohomish 
County is certain for now with the announcement Tuesday that more destroyer warships are coming to Everett. 

 
38. Lawmakers Determined To Defend Portsmouth Naval Shipyard 
(SEACOAST ONLINE 14 FEB 12) ... Danielle Ryan 

WASHINGTON — Sen. Jeanne Shaheen, D-N.H., Tuesday called on Defense Secretary Leon Panetta to provide Congress with a 
“comprehensive assessment of the savings” achieved during the most recent Base Realignment and Closure round in 2005.  

 
39. Navy Moving Hospital Ship Comfort To Virginia 
Fixture of Baltimore waterfront to set sail in 2013 
(BALTIMORE SUN 14 FEB 12) ... Matthew Hay Brown and Steve Kilar 

WASHINGTON — The USNS Comfort, the white-hulled hospital ship that has been a fixture of the Baltimore waterfront for a 
quarter-century, is moving next year to Norfolk, Va., the Navy announced Tuesday. 

 
40. Bigger, Better Aircraft Carrier Pier Completed 
(KITSAP SUN 14 FEB 12) 

BREMERTON — Navy officials and U.S. Rep. Norm Dicks celebrated the completion of a $124.5 million aircraft carrier pier 
Monday at Naval Base Kitsap. 
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41. Army Corps Seeks Comments On Proposed Navy Wharf  
(KITSAP SUN 14 FEB 12) 

BANGOR — The Army Corps of Engineers and Washington Department of Ecology are seeking comments on an application 
from the Navy to build and operate a second explosives handling wharf at Naval Base Kitsap-Bangor. 

 
42. Obama's Budget Contains $106.4 Million For GWA; What's It For?  
(PACIFIC NEWS CENTER 15 FEB 12) ... Kevin Kerrigan 

Guam - Buried in President Obama's proposed 2013 Budget is a request for $106.4 million dollars for Guam water and 
wastewater infrastructure.  

 
43. Amid Image Of Ire Toward U.S. Bases, Okinawans’ True Views Vary 
(NEW YORK TIMES 15 FEB 12) ... Martin Fackler 

HENOKO, Japan — At first glance, this tiny fishing village can appear a hotbed of the sort of Okinawan anger that has damaged 
America’s ties with Japan. Near Henoko’s docks, demonstrators in tents recently marked the 2,850th day of their vigil against 
construction of a United States Marine airfield. 

 
44. Rare Chance To Visit Battleship In Bay Area 
(CONTRA COSTA TIMES (CA) 14 FEB 12) ... Thomas Peele 

RICHMOND -- All day people climbed the steep gangway to board the USS Iowa and hear 87-year-old John Wolfinbarger tell 
stories about serving on the battleship during World War II. 

 
45. Update On Sale Of Naval Station Ingleside 
(KIII TV (TX) 14 FEB 12) 

CORPUS CHRISTI  - The latest efforts to sell and re-develop the Port-owned property that used to be Naval Station Ingleside is 
at the top of the headlines. 

 

NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
46. Senate Committee Debates Defense Budget 
(CNN 14 FEB 12) ... Larry Shaughnessy 

Washington -- Some of the Senate's big guns opened fire Tuesday on the new defense budget request, calling it "unacceptable" 
and saying they were "seriously concerned." 

 
47. Honoring America's First Black Marines 
They faced racism and the enemy. Soon, they will receive a top honor. 
(PHILADELPHIA INQUIRER 15 FEB 12) ... Vernon Clark 

At boot camp, they endured snakes, mosquitoes, substandard housing, and intense physical training. 
 

48. Choosing Troops To Attend Iraq War Dinner No Easy Task 
(USA TODAY 15 FEB 12) ... Gregg Zoroya 

Over the course of a few days this month, the Pentagon hand-picked 64 troops as stand-ins for the 1.5 million Americans who 
fought in Iraq to attend a formal White House dinner Feb. 29 officially honoring service and sacrifice in the nine-year war. 

 
49. Shipping Pets During PCS Could Cost Nearly $4,000 Under New Rule 
(STARS AND STRIPES 14 FEB 12) ... Travis J. Tritten 

CAMP FOSTER, Okinawa — Many servicemembers flying internationally on official orders could face steep fare increases for 
pets beginning next month, when a top military-contracted air carrier changes its baggage policies. 

 
50. Sailor From Iconic Life Photo Visits League City 
(DAILY NEWS (GALVESTON, TX) 14 FEB 12) ... Christopher Smith Gonzalez 

LEAGUE CITY — It’s become on iconic picture. A Navy Sailor all in blue locked in a passionate kiss with a nurse dressed in 
white in New York’s Times Square. 

 
51. U.S. Seeks More Marines In Asia By Rotation: Panetta 
(YONHAP NEWS AGENCY 14 FEB 12) ... Lee Chi-dong, Yonhap 

WASHINGTON -- The United States plans to expand the presence of its Marines in Asia in tandem with diplomatic initiatives 
towards the increasingly important region, Secretary of Defense Leon Panetta said Tuesday. 
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52. Navy Bomb School Ordered By Admiral To Remove Motto Of ‘Initial Success Or Total Failure’ 
(WASHINGTON POST 14 FEB 12) 

PENSACOLA, Fla. — The school where bomb technicians from all branches of the U.S. military learn their craft has been 
ordered to remove the unofficial motto “Initial Success or Total Failure” from its classroom walls. 

 

OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
53. The New China Will Test The U.S. 
(LOS ANGELES TIMES 15 FEB 12) ... Nina Hachigian 

The palace intrigue surrounding the shape of China's next leadership is thick. Rumors abound about who's up, who's down and 
who's out. What is fairly certain is that Vice President Xi Jinping, who arrives Thursday in Los Angeles for a visit, will become 
general secretary of the Communist Party in November and China's next president in March 2013. 

 
54. End Separation Payback  
(NAVY TIMES 20 FEB 12) ... Editorial 

Active duty service members whose careers are prematurely cut short by force cuts typically earn separation pay. 
 

55. Navy: Out To Sea 
(RICHMOND TIMES-DISPATCH 15 FEB 12) 

An aircraft carrier will not be moving from its homeport in Hampton Roads to Florida. President Obama's budget does not include 
funds for the shift. 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Naming Of Navy Ships Returns To Tradition 
Recent choices drew criticism 
(WASHINGTON TIMES 14 FEB 12) ... Rowan Scarborough 

Navy Secretary Ray Mabus, under fire from Congress and 
veterans for naming ships after fellow Democrats and social 
activists, plans to announce another round of ship names in the 
near future that will be more traditional, a Pentagon official 
tells The Washington Times. 

The official said Mr. Mabus has chosen names for five 
surface ships - three for war heroes and two for locations. 
Ships typically are named after states and cities. 

“I think they would be more consistent with what most 
people would say traditions and naming conventions are,” the 
official said. 

Asked whether this was a response to criticism, the 
official said: “It isn’t. I think if you look at these five 
additional ships, I think you’ll see examples that are very 
traditional.” The official said three ships would be named after 
highly decorated Navy or Marine Corps personnel. 

Mr. Mabus, a former Mississippi governor, broke with 
Navy conventions in the past three years when he named an 
amphibious ship, two cargo ships and a littoral combat ship 
after two social activists and two fellow Democrats. 

“The Navy’s ship-naming process remains the subject of 
criticism based on several recent decisions,” Rep. Duncan 
Hunter, California Republican, wrote to Mr. Mabus on 
Tuesday. He said there are still opportunities “for the Navy to 
show its intent to uphold the integrity and tradition of this 
process.” 

Mr. Hunter, who fought in Afghanistan and Iraq as a 
Marine Corps officer, renewed his recommendation that the 
Navy name a ship after a war hero, the late Marine Sgt. Rafael 
Peralta. 

Sgt. Peralta received the Navy Cross for valor in 
smothering the blast of a grenade with his body during a 2004 
raid in Fallujah, Iraq. Congress‘ 2012 budget bill urged the 
Navy to name a ship after him. 

For years, Congress has taken a keen interest in ship-
naming, an honor that travels in deployments around the world 
and sometimes into battle. The power to name ships resides 
solely with the Navy secretary. 

“There have been exceptions to the Navy’s ship-naming 
rules, particularly for the purpose of naming a ship for a 
person when the rule for that type of ship would have called 
for it to be named for something else,” according to a 
Congressional Research Service report in March. 

“Some observers in recent years have perceived a 
breakdown in, or corruption of, the rules for naming Navy 
ships.” 

Lawmakers have begun to closely monitor Mr. Mabus‘ 
choice of names. 

In December, senators added language to the defense 
budget bill that directs the defense secretary to submit a report 
to Congress on the process it uses for naming ships. The bill 
asks whether the Navy has detoured from historical practices 
and, if so, why. 

“There have been a number of controversial ship-namings 
recently, and one way to deal with that is to have more input 
and to think more clearly about who we are going to name 

Navy vessels after,” said Sen. Roy Blunt, Missouri 
Republican. 

A spokeswoman for Mr. Mabus defended his selections. 
“The secretary of the Navy’s office receives hundreds of 

letters and suggestions each year from citizens, military 
retirees, members of Congress, industry and others 
recommending names for U.S. Navy ships,” Capt. Pamela 
Kunze said. 

“The Navy appreciates the interest of all who participate 
in the ship-naming process, and all inputs are given careful 
consideration. Naming ships after people or places which 
represent the American spirit or the tremendous dedication 
and sacrifice made by those in and out of uniform is an honor 
and a privilege which is taken very seriously. 

“Throughout the 200 years secretaries of the Navy have 
been naming ships, there have always been exceptions to 
naming conventions for various ship classes. Generally 
speaking, names are chosen to honor individuals who have 
displayed uncommon commitment, service or courage, or to 
recognize geographic locations or traits representative of 
American values.” 

Mr. Mabus has drawn criticism in the namings of three 
ships. 

He named a San Diego-class amphibious docking ship, 
one used principally by Marines, after the late Rep. John P. 
Murtha, Pennsylvania Democrat. The previous nine ships in 
that class had been named after U.S. cities, a park and a 
county. 

The naming angered members of the Marine community, 
who noted that Mr. Murtha had declared that Marines killed 
civilians “in cold blood” in the Iraqi village of Haditha in 
2005. At the time, the Marines involved in the raid had not 
been put on trial. Only one Marine was convicted - on a 
charge of dereliction of duty. 

The Navy noted Mr. Murtha’s service as a Marine in 
Vietnam and his support in the House to fund the armed 
forces. 

Mr. Mabus named one combat logistics force supply ship 
after civil rights leader Medgar Evers and a second one after 
leftist farmworker organizer Cesar Chavez. 

Until that point, the Lewis and Clark-class dry cargo ships 
had been named for famous explorers or people who made 
significant contributions to the armed forces. 

Chavez served briefly in the Navy after World War II. A 
biographer wrote that he considered it the worst time of his 
life. 

Critics said there were better choices if the Navy wanted 
to honor a Hispanic. 

“The one that got the most attention from people who 
couldn’t really quite figure out whether that was the 
appropriate thing to do or even related much to the military 
was the Cesar Chavez and the Jack Murtha,” Mr. Blunt told 
reporters. “People in the Chavez case could not figure out the 
linkage.” 

Last week, Mr. Mabus named a littoral combat ship after 
former Rep. Gabrielle Giffords, Arizona Democrat. 
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Ms. Giffords was seriously wounded in a January 2011 
assassination attempt and retired from Congress last month to 
focus on her rehabilitation. She served on the House Armed 
Services Committee. 

Until the Giffords naming, all Freedom- and 
Independence-class littoral combat ships had been named after 
U.S. cities. 

Some retired Navy officers posted criticism of the 
Giffords naming on social media and online alumni sites. 

“Not to be mean, but what did this lady do or accomplish 
except to survive a shooting?” wrote one Naval Academy 
graduate. “Don’t we have Medal of Honor recipients who 
deserve this honor a thousand times more?” 

There have been ship-naming departures in the past. 

In the last month of the George W. Bush administration, 
the Navy named a Virginia-class submarine, which until that 
time had been named after states, in honor of former Sen. John 
W. Warner, Virginia Republican. 

Mr. Warner was a World War II Marine who later served 
as Navy secretary as well as ranking member and chairman of 
the Senate Armed Services Committee. 

Said Joe Kasper, Mr. Hunter’s spokesman: “There is no 
shortage of military heroes to pick from, but only the Navy 
can explain its process and why they are going out of their 
way to exclude Peralta and so many others who deserve the 
honor.” 

 

Return to Index 
 

2. Iranian Patrol Boats Shadow U.S. Aircraft Carrier As It Passes Through Strait Of Hormuz 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 14 FEB 12) 

ABOARD THE USS ABRAHAM LINCOLN — Iranian 
patrol boats and aircraft shadowed a U.S. aircraft carrier strike 
group as it transited the Strait of Hormuz on Tuesday. 

The passage ended a Gulf mission that displayed Western 
naval power amid heightened tensions with Tehran, which has 
threatened to choke off vital oil shipping lanes. 

Although U.S. warships have passed through the strait for 
decades, the trip comes during an escalating showdown 
between Iran and the West over the Islamic Republic’s nuclear 
program. The last time an American carrier left the Gulf — 
the USS John C. Stennis in late December — Iran’s army 
chief warned the U.S. it should never return. 

The Lincoln was the centerpiece of a flotilla that entered 
the Gulf last month along with British and French warships in 
a display of Western unity against Iranian threats. There was 
no immediate comment by Iran about the Lincoln’s departure. 

Iran’s Revolutionary Guard has said it plans its own naval 
exercises near the strait, the route for a fifth of the world’s oil 
supply. But Iran’s military has made no attempts to disrupt oil 
tanker traffic — which the U.S. and allies have said would 
bring a swift response. 

Two American warships, one in front and one in the rear, 
escorted the Abraham Lincoln on its midday journey through 
the strait and into the Arabian Sea after nearly three weeks in 
the Gulf, which is frequently visited by U.S. warships and 
includes the headquarters of the U.S. 5th Fleet in Bahrain. The 
strait is only about 30 miles (50 kilometers) across at its 
narrowest point. 

On one side, the barren, fjord-like mountains of Oman 
were visible through the haze. Iran’s coast was just beyond the 
horizon on the other side of the ship, but too far away to be 
seen. 

Gunners in red jerseys manned the 50-caliber machine 
guns as the ships moved out of the Gulf. An Iranian patrol 
boat pulled nearby. 

Later, just after the Lincoln rounded the “knuckle” — the 
nub of Oman jutting out at the southern end of the strait — an 
Iranian patrol plane buzzed overhead. Another patrol boat was 
waiting further down the coast, said Rear Adm. Troy 
Shoemaker, commander of the Abraham Lincoln Carrier 
Strike Force. 

Besides Iran’s regular patrol boats, the Revolutionary 
Guard operates a large number of small, fast-attack boats. 

Some are armed with only a machine gun, while others also 
carry anti-ship missiles. They can be difficult to spot because 
they resemble the swift-moving smuggling boats that ply the 
strait. 

Shoemaker said none of those fast boats appeared 
Tuesday, likely deterred by the rough seas. 

He predicted before the transit that the Iranians would 
likely keep a close eye on the Lincoln throughout its passage, 
including with ground-based radars. He wasn’t surprised by 
the attention from Iranian forces. 

“We would do the same things off the coast of the United 
States ... It’s more than reasonable. We’re operating in their 
backyard,” he said. “We’ve been doing it for years.” 

Several U.S. choppers flanked the carrier group 
throughout the transit, watching out for potentially hostile 
vessels and relaying real-time pictures back to the Lincoln’s 
crew. 

Dozens of F/A-18 strike fighters and other planes in 
Lincoln’s embarked air wing sat parked silently on deck 
throughout the trip. Today was a no-fly day for their crews, 
though some fighters were prepped and armed, ready to 
launch in as little as 15 minutes should things go wrong. 

Officers on board were eager to describe the transit, in 
which the Lincoln was accompanied by the cruiser USS Cape 
St. George and destroyer USS Sterett, as a routine maneuver 
despite the growing speculation that Israel could launch a 
military strike against Iran’s nuclear program. 

The U.S. and allies fear Iran’s uranium enrichment 
program could eventually lead to the production of weapons-
grade nuclear material. Iran claims it only seeks reactors for 
energy and medical research. 

“I wouldn’t characterize ... us going through the strait as: 
‘Hey, this is a huge show of force, we’re coming through.’ It’s 
an international strait to transit. We’re going from one body of 
water to the other,” said Capt. John Alexander, the Lincoln’s 
commanding officer, as preparations for the trip got under way 
late Monday. 

The Lincoln is expected to provide air support for the 
NATO mission in Afghanistan starting Thursday. Navy brass 
in the Gulf say another American carrier is due back through 
the strait soon, but gave no firm timetables. 
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3. Panetta: Little Room For Changes In DoD Budget 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 14 FEB 12) ... Lolita C. Baldor 

WASHINGTON — Defense Secretary Leon Panetta and 
the nation's top military leader on Tuesday defended the 
Pentagon's slimmed-down, $614 billion budget and told 
lawmakers it's time to show Congress is serious about 
reducing the deficit. 

Testifying before the Senate Armed Services Committee, 
Panetta warned lawmakers that budget cuts will hit all 50 
states, but he says the reductions have been carefully planned 
and there is little room for changes. 

Army Gen. Martin Dempsey, the chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, said the budget tradeoffs were tough and 
complex, but they will produce the savings mandated by the 
$487 billion in reductions over a decade the President Barack 
Obama and congressional Republicans agreed to last summer. 

"They will not lead to a military in decline," Dempsey 
said. "Rather, this budget will maintain our military's decisive 
edge and help sustain America's global leadership." 

The testimony immediately met resistance from members 
of the committee. Sen. Carl Levin, D-Mich., the panel's 
chairman, insisted that the military look to closing bases in 
Europe and overseas before targeting installations in the 
United States. Sen. John McCain of Arizona, the committee's 
top Republican and Obama's presidential foe in 2008, 
expressed reservations with the budget and complained that it 
"continues the administration's habit of putting short-term 
political considerations over our long-term national security 
interests." 

The proposed defense budget for the year beginning Oct. 
1 includes $525.4 billion in base spending and another $88.5 
billion for the wars in Afghanistan and Iraq. The total is nearly 
$32 billion less than this year's budget. 

"It was this Congress that mandated, on a bipartisan basis, 
that we reduce the defense budget, and we need your 
partnership to do this in a manner that preserves the strongest 
military in the world," Panetta said. "This will be a test of 
whether reducing the deficit is about talk or action." 

Defense officials have laid out plans to find about $260 
billion in savings over the next five years, including moves to 
slash the size of the Army and Marine Corps, cut back on 
shipbuilding, and delay the purchase of some fighter jets and 
other weapons systems. 

The plan also slashes war spending. Money for Iraq and 
Afghanistan will drop from $115 billion this year to $88.5 
billion, with less than $3 billion spent for security in Iraq. It 
also cuts in half the amount spent on training and equipping 
Afghanistan's security forces — a key element to the U.S. 
effort to gradually withdraw forces and transfer security 
responsibility to the Afghans. 

Although military personnel still would get a 1.7 percent 
pay raise, retirees would get hit with a series of increases in 
health care fees, co-pays and deductibles. The impact would 
be greater on those who are under 65 and are likely to have 
another job, as well as on those who make more money. 

Senators on Monday also complained that President 
Obama and his defense team have made no plans to deal with 
an additional $492 billion in across-the-board military cuts 
that will occur in January 2013 if Congress doesn't act to 
avoid them. 

Panetta said that since it is now apparent what the current 
cuts will do, he hopes that Congress will be persuaded to 
avoid the additional 2013 reductions. 

Dempsey said that even though there are fewer than 
90,000 troops deployed in combat, compared with more than 
200,000 just two years ago, the military must spend money to 
reset and restore itself. War-torn equipment must be replaced, 
weapons need to be modernized and troops need to be 
retrained, he said. 

"We will have to do all of this in the context of a security 
environment that is different than the one we faced 10 years 
ago," Dempsey said. "We cannot simply return to the old way 
of doing things, and we cannot forget the lessons we have 
learned." 

View clip (RT 4:44) 
Return to Index 
 

4. Obama Defense Budget Advocated 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 15 FEB 12) ... Donna Cassata 

WASHINGTON -- Brushing aside congressional 
opposition, Defense Secretary Leon Panetta and the nation's 
top military leader insisted on Tuesday that President Barack 
Obama's trimmer, $614 billion defense budget will ensure the 
U.S. advantage worldwide with acceptable risks to the force 
and missions. 

Panetta and Army Gen. Martin Dempsey, the chairman of 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff, defended the blueprint that would 
slash the size of the Army and Marine Corps, cut back on 
shipbuilding and delay the purchase of some fighter jets and 
weapons systems. Overall, the budget for 2013 would provide 
$525.4 billion in base spending and another $88.5 billion for 
the wars in Afghanistan and Iraq. 

The total is nearly $32 billion less than this year's budget, 
a reflection of the drawdown in the two conflicts, a decade 

since the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks and the clamor to reduce the 
nation's deficit. 

Dempsey acknowledged the inherent risks of a smaller 
budget, but told the Senate Armed Services Committee, "we're 
very confident, because we've worked this collaboratively, that 
we can mitigate risks by adapting lessons from the last 10 
years of war, new emerging capabilities." 

In the first of three days of congressional testimony for 
the Pentagon leaders, Panetta said the leadership of the 
Defense Department — military and civilian — was unified 
behind a revised strategy to shift the focus from the long wars 
to future challenges in Asia, the Mideast and cyberspace and 
the proposed budget for the fiscal year beginning Oct. 1. 

The show of unity from the political appointee and the 
senior officer was meant to deflect criticism from some in 
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Congress, especially Republicans, that a Democratic 
commander in chief was hollowing out the force. 

Still, Republicans and Democrats on the panel challenged 
the administration's call for another round of domestic base 
closures and raised parochial concerns about the fate of labs, 
ships and submarines that mean thousands of jobs back home. 

Sen. Carl Levin, D-Mich., chairman of the panel, said the 
Pentagon should look at shutting bases in Europe and overseas 
before targeting installations in the United States. 

The panel's top Republican, Sen. John McCain of 
Arizona, said the proposed budget "continues the 
administration's habit of putting short-term political 
considerations over our long-term national security interests." 

The overall spending was dictated by the budget 
agreement that Obama and congressional Republicans reached 
last August that calls for defense cuts of $487 billion over a 
decade. More troubling to Panetta and lawmakers is the 
likelihood that automatic, across-the-board cuts will kick in in 
January unless Congress can come up with at least $1.2 trillion 
in savings. 

The Pentagon would face an additional $492 billion in 
cuts. Panetta called the so-called sequestration a "mindless 
formula." 

"This is why Congress must do everything possible to 
make sure that we avoid sequestration," he said. "We are more 
than prepared to work with the Congress to try to develop an 
approach that will de-trigger sequestration. This approach 
would subject the department to another $500 billion in 
additional cuts that would be required to take place in a meat-
ax approach." 

The proposed budget would cut war spending. Money for 
Iraq and Afghanistan will drop from $115 billion this year to 
$88.5 billion, with less than $3 billion spent for security in 
Iraq. It also cuts in half the amount spent on training and 
equipping Afghanistan's security forces — a key element to 
the U.S. effort to gradually withdraw forces and transfer 
security responsibility to the Afghans. 

While military personnel still would get a 1.7 percent pay 
raise, retirees would get hit with a series of increases in health 
care fees, co-pays and deductibles. The impact would be 
greater on those who are under 65 and are likely to have 
another job, as well as on those who make more money. 

The cuts, Dempsey said, "will not lead to a military in 
decline. Rather, this budget will maintain our military's 
decisive edge and help sustain America's global leadership." 

During four hours-plus of testimony, Panetta and 
Dempsey addressed questions about the world's hotspots — 
Iran, Egypt, Syria, Iraq and Afghanistan. 

*On Syria, Dempsey said the Pentagon does not have a 
clear picture of the opposition challenging President Bashar 
Assad. He said the United States is working in the intelligence 
community to develop a better understanding. 

"The Free Syrian Army, which is, generally speaking, the 
centerpiece of the opposition, is for the most part domestic, 
although we also know that other regional actors are providing 
support. That complicates the situation," Dempsey said. 

McCain and a few other senators have called for arming 
the Syrian rebels. 

*Panetta said he will not approve the release of any 
Taliban from the Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, military prison as 
part of Afghan peace talks unless he's sure they won't return to 
the battlefield. He said no decisions have been made on such a 
release. 

*Dempsey said he pleaded with Egypt's ruling generals to 
resolve the crisis with Washington over the crackdown on 
American nonprofit groups that promote democracy in the 
Middle East, warning that the simmering dispute threatens 
billions in U.S. aid and the relationship between the two 
nations. He stopped short of saying whether his appeals during 
a recent trip to Egypt swayed the generals to drop charges 
against pro-democracy workers. 

*Panetta said he does not think Israel has made a decision 
to launch a military strike on Iran to thwart its nuclear 
ambitions. 

 
Return to Index 
 
 

CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
5. On Board U.S. Carrier As It Sails Through Strait Of Hormuz 
(BBC 14 FEB 12) 

The BBC's Jonathan Beale reports from on board the 
American aircraft carrier which has sailed through the Strait of 
Hormuz for the second time in a month, amid tensions 
between Iran and the U.S. 

Iran has threatened to close the Strait - through which 
20% of the world's oil travels, making it one of the most 
important waterways in the world. 

Jonathan Beale reports from the USS Abraham Lincoln. 
View Clip RT 2:02 
 
US Aircraft Carrier Has Close Encounter With 

Iranian Patrol Boat 
(NBC 14 FEB 12) 
ABOARD THE USS ABRAHAM  LINCOLN – A U.S. 

aircraft carrier sailing through the strategic Strait of Hormuz 
had a close encounter with an Iranian vessel Tuesday. 

The Iranian navy patrol boat came within two miles of the 
USS Abraham Lincoln, part of the Bahrain-based 5th Fleet, as 
it sailed through the strait with the destroyer Cape St. George 
and a guided missile cruiser. 

The Iranian military came out for a look at the ships, first 
sending a reconnaissance flight and then sending the Iranian 
patrol boat. 

The commander of the USS Abraham Lincoln, Capt. John 
Alexander, said such close encounters “could eventually lead 
to a fatal miscalculation.” 

 “They have the ability to take a shot at me at some point, 
and I worry about it,” Alexander told NBC News. 

Because of strong  U.S. sanctions over Iran’s nuclear 
program, Iran has threatened to shut down the strait and attack 
U.S. warships. Oil tankers carry a fifth of the world's oil 
supply through the strait, only about 30 miles across at its 
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narrowest point. 
 

Iran has also amassed Revolutionary Guard fast boats, 
submarines and, along the shoreline, anti-ship cruise missiles.   

Vice Admiral Mark Fox, commander of the 5th Fleet, 
said, “We’re ready today. This is the world we live in.” 

Fox said Sunday that Iran had built up its naval forces in 
the Gulf and prepared boats that could be used in suicide 

attacks, but the U.S. Navy could prevent it from blocking the 
Strait of Hormuz. 

The U.S. Navy's 5th Fleet always has at least one 
supercarrier at sea accompanied by scores of jets and a fleet of 
frigates and destroyers. 

View Clip RT 2:21 
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6. U.S. Court Dismisses Puerto Ricans' Suit Over Arms Testing 
(REUTERS 14 FEB 12) ... Terry Baynes 

Puerto Rican residents lost a bid on Tuesday to force the 
U.S. government to recognize the health effects on the local 
population of testing of weapons and experimenting with 
chemicals on the island of Vieques for decades. 

A U.S. appeals court in Boston ruled that the federal 
government has immunity from any lawsuit over its actions. 

For about six decades after World War II, the U.S. Navy 
used a portion of Vieques as a weapons-testing ground and 
firing range, detonating bombs and experimenting with 
chemicals from napalm to Agent Orange and depleted 
uranium. The military abandoned the base in 2003 under 
political pressure. 

Juanita Sanchez, a resident of the island, sued on behalf of 
her daughter and some 7,000 others in 2007. The suit accused 
the U.S. military of causing illnesses among inhabitants, 
including a 30 percent higher cancer rate compared to Puerto 
Rico's main island. 

But the appeals court agreed with a lower court that had 
dismiss the case. Courts should be cautious about interfering 
with the exercise of military authority, Chief Judge Sandra 
Lynch wrote on behalf of two members of the three-judge 
panel. 

The third judge, Juan Torruella, who comes from Puerto 
Rico, issued a vehement dissent. The government was aware 
of the toxic impact of its activities in 1979, he wrote. Its 
decision not to warn residents was not an exercise of judgment 
entitled to immunity, he added. 

"Nowhere does the medieval concept of 'the King can do 
no wrong' underlying the doctrine of sovereign immunity 
sound more hollow and abusive than when an imperial power 
applies it to a group of helpless subjects. This cannot be a 
proper role for the United States of America," Torruella wrote. 

All three judges agreed that the suit raised serious health 
concerns that should be brought to the attention of Congress. 
The opinion included an instruction for the court clerk to 
submit copies of the decision to leaders of the House of 
Representatives and Senate. 

"Even the majority recognized the individuals here have 
not been well-treated," said Carter Phillips, the lawyer who 
represented the Vieques residents. 

Charles Miller, a spokesman for the Department of 
Justice, declined to comment on the litigation. 
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7. USS Bonhomme Richard Deploys To Japan 
Crew to switch places with USS Essex 
(10 NEWS CBS SAN DIEGO 14 FEB 12) 

SAN DIEGO -- The amphibious assault ship USS 
Bonhomme Richard left its home port of San Diego for its 
new base in Japan. 

The crew of roughly 1,000 Sailors and 800 Marines 
pulled out of Naval Base San Diego around 9 a.m. Tuesday 
morning.  

The ship is relieving the USS Essex which had been 
stationed in Sasebo, Japan, for the last 10 years. 

The USS Bonhomme Richard spent the last 10 months 
undergoing a $147 million renovation. The USS Essex is 
scheduled to have similar maintenance. 

"Obviously, we're sad to send the ship to Japan, but we're 
going to bring Essex back, so we're going to take one Cadillac 
over and bring one Cadillac back," said Bonhomme Richard's 
commanding officer, Capt. Chuck Litchfield. 

The crew switch is known as a hull swap. 
"The Navy saves money by moving the hulls around and 

keeping the families here in San Diego, that reduces personnel 
costs and it allows us to leverage the industrial capacity here 
in San Diego to do the overhauls," said Litchfield. 

Dozens of families gathered in the cold and the rain for 
tearful goodbyes. 

"This one is going to be different for me because I've 
never done a hull swap before, but I'm just going to have to 
take it as it comes," said Sailor Chris Williams as he hugged 
his 2-year-old son. 

"It's a lot harder this time because now he's older, the last 
deployment it wasn't that bad because he was younger," 
Williams added. 

The ship made headlines last month after eight Sailors 
were discharged following a hazing incident. 

Cellphone video captured two Sailors fighting near a 
locker area. One Sailor reported being seriously injured. The 
other Sailor and seven others who watched were discharged. 

Litchfield said they are moving past the scandal. 
"I don't see how that couldn't impact the Sailors to some 

degree and we're spending a lot of time talking about that right 
now, but I think the mood on board is very positive. We love 
our ship and we're excited to get underway," said Litchfield. 

The Sailors and marines will return with the USS Essex in 
roughly four months. 

The Bonhomme Richard has been based in San Diego 
since its commissioning in 1998, according to Lt. Beth Teach 
of Expeditionary Strike Group Three. 
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8. HSV2 Swift Visits GTMO To Load Operation Handclasp Supplies 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 14 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Justin Ailes Naval Station Guantanamo Bay, Cuba 
Public Affairs  

GUANTANAMO BAY, Cuba -- High Speed Vessel 
Swift (HSV) 2 arrived at Naval Station (NS) Guantanamo 
Bay, Cuba to receive supplies in support of Operation 
Handclasp, Feb. 14.  

NS Guantanamo Bay served as the consolidation point for 
receiving, storing, and staging more than 160 pallets of 
donated humanitarian aid products and materials. Before being 
loaded on the Swift, the goods were prepared for manifest and 
customs declarations for entry into foreign countries where the 
cargo will be delivered. 

"This operation takes a year of preparation to logistically 
support these donations," said NS Guantanamo Bay 
Transportation Officer Candace Keller. "Receiving, storing 
and coordinating movement to a hub such as GTMO requires 
a plan involving organizations and American citizens coming 
together with the U.S. Navy."  

Operation Handclasp is a joint Department of Defense 
(DoD) and private sector humanitarian mission to receive, 
collect, consolidate and store humanitarian, educational and 
goodwill material for transport by naval vessels. The 
humanitarian goods are distributed by U.S. Navy and Marine 
Corps personnel to foreign nation recipients.  

"I have been working with this program since 2002 to 
support the Caribbean deliveries to the southern countries 
needing humanitarian support," said Keller. "It's about what 
America represents as a people loving, caring nation that 
works together with our military, civilians and government 
contractors to bring aid and assistance to less fortunate 
people."  

The humanitarian materials will be distributed to the still 
recovering nation of Haiti later this month. 
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9. Portsmouth Naval Shipyard Touts Speedy Submarine Fix 
(FOSTER’S DAILY DEMOCRAT (PORTSMOUTH) 15 FEB 12) ... Jim Haddadin 

PORTSMOUTH — Workers at the Portsmouth Naval 
Shipyard completed repairs on a nuclear submarine ahead of 
schedule this month, according to a shipyard spokesperson, 
allowing the vessel to return to service earlier than expected.  

Repairs on the USS San Juan, a 23-year-old fast attack 
submarine, concluded on Saturday. The repairs were 
scheduled to last 20 months and three weeks, but the ship 
arrived at its home port in Groton, Conn., a full eight days 
ahead of the scheduled delivery date, according to Shipyard 
Commander Captain Bryant Fuller. 

"It's wonderful to be back in Groton after successfully 
completing our maintenance overhaul early," Commanding 
Officer Ollie Lewis said in a statement.  

"(This) is a tribute to the dedication of both Portsmouth 
Naval Shipyard and the USS San Juan crew." 

Repairing and modernizing aging submarines is the 
"bread and butter," of the shipyard, according to Fuller, who 
said most Los Angeles-class submarines like the San Juan 
undergo routine maintenance every 20 years. The San Juan 
was commissioned on Aug. 6, 1988. 

When the San Juan arrived in Portsmouth in April 2010, 
project overseers made speed and quality repair work their 
priorities. 

"We did some things differently on San Juan and it paid 
off," Project Superintendent DK Horne said in a statement.  

"We made more progress in her availability before 
undocking than any engineered overhaul the shipyard has 
performed in the past." 

The repair work included sealing the exterior of the ship, 
replacing outdated parts, and refurbishing others that have 
deteriorated. At the height of the repair work, approximately 
700 shipyard workers were engaged in the project, according 
to Fuller. 

The shipyard is outfitted with three dry docks, and 
typically services two or three submarines concurrently. 
Shipyard staffers perform most of the repair work that requires 
heavy machinery, but crew members are also expected to 
contribute to the maintenance. Crew members also undergo 
training to learn about new systems. 

Fuller said having a "really good plan" and "great 
teamwork" were the factors that allowed the shipyard to finish 
repairs ahead of schedule. 

"Anytime the ship is at sea, or able to go to sea and 
operate, then that's just another day that they can be operating 
instead of sitting in the shipyard and getting maintenance." In 
total, the country's naval fleet includes about 50 fast-attack 
submarines. Portsmouth Naval Shipyard is one of four 
remaining naval shipyards in the country, according to the 
shipyard's website. It employs approximately 4,500 workers. 

"The operational demand for our submarine force is of 
vital importance," he said in a statement. "Thanks to the team 
effort put forth by San Juan's crew and the skilled craftsmen 
and women of the shipyard, we have successfully returned 
eight days of operational time to the fleet — that cannot be 
overstated." 

The fate of the shipyard fell into jeopardy last month, 
when U.S. Secretary of Defense Leon Panetta asked Congress 
to authorize a new round of base closures under a Base 
Realignment and Closure (BRAC) process.  

During the last BRAC process in 2005, the Pentagon's 
recommendation to close the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard was 
ultimately overturned by a BRAC commission. The state's 
congressional delegation has vigorously opposed changes that 
would affect the shipyard.  
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GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
10. Panetta: No Decision Yet From Israel On Iran 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 14 FEB 12) 

WASHINGTON — Defense Secretary Leon Panetta said 
Tuesday he does not think Israel has made a decision to launch 
a military strike on Iran to thwart its nuclear ambitions. 

And he said he does not have a view on whether it is 
likely that Israel would attack this spring. A Washington Post 
columnist wrote recently that Panetta sees a high likelihood 
that Israel will attack in April, May or June. 

During a hearing before the Senate Armed Services 
Committee, Sen. Roger F. Wicker, R-Miss., pressed Panetta 
on his personal assessment. 

“And so you do not have a position as to whether it is 
likely that Israel will make such an attack this spring?” Wicker 
asked. 

Panetta replied, “I do not.” 

Panetta emphasized that the Obama administration is 
deeply worried by Iran’s behavior and its nuclear ambitions. 

“We have common cause with Israel,” he said. “We have 
common cause with the international community with regards 
to the concerns about Iran. We’ve made very clear that they 
are not to develop a nuclear weapon. We’ve made very clear 
that they are not to close the Straits of Hormuz. We’ve also 
made very clear that they are not to export terrorism and try to 
undermine other governments.” 

He said the U.S. and other nations have taken strong steps 
with sanctions and stressed the importance of keeping the 
international community together. 

Israel has blamed Iran for recent attacks on Israeli 
diplomats overseas. Tehran has denied responsibility. 
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11. Dempsey Urges Egypt To Resolve Dispute With U.S. 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 14 FEB 12) ... Donna Cassata 

WASHINGTON — The nation’s top military leader said 
Tuesday that he pleaded with Egypt’s ruling generals to 
resolve the crisis with Washington over the crackdown on 
American nonprofit groups that promote democracy in the 
Middle East, warning that the simmering dispute threatens 
billions in U.S. aid and the relationship between the two 
nations. 

Army Gen. Martin Dempsey, in testimony before the 
Senate Armed Services Committee, stopped short of saying 
whether his appeals during a recent trip to Egypt swayed the 
generals to drop charges against pro-democracy workers. 

Egypt recently referred at least 16 Americans, including 
the son of U.S. Transportation Secretary Ray LaHood, and 
some two dozen other employees of pro-democracy nonprofit 
groups to trial before a criminal court. The Americans were 
accused of illegally using foreign funds to foment unrest in the 
country. 

“I spent about a day-and-half in conversation with them, 
encouraging them in the strongest possible terms to resolve 
this so that our military-to-military relationship could 
continue,” Dempsey told the committee. “I am convinced that 
potentially they were underestimating the impact of this on our 

relationship. When I left there, there was no doubt that they 
understood the seriousness of it.” 

Dempsey said his trip had been planned prior to the 
crackdown on the non-profit groups. He said he met with key 
leaders whom the United States has dealt with for years. 

“I explain to them that I was coming there to talk to them 
about our (military) relationship, about Syria, about Lebanon, 
about the Sinai, but that I couldn’t do that because we had this 
issue that was an impediment to that,” he said. 

Egypt and the United States have been close allies for 
more than three decades. But Cairo’s campaign against the 
pro-democracy groups could seriously damage relations with 
far-reaching ramifications in a region already shaken by the 
political realignments arising from Arab Spring revolts. 

The substantial U.S. military aid to Egypt is linked to its 
adherence to an American-mediated 1979 peace treaty with 
Israel, Washington’s closest Middle East ally. Egypt receives 
$1.3 billion in U.S. military aid and about $250 million in 
economic assistance every year. 

Members of the House and Senate, furious with the latest 
developments, have raised the possibility of trying to withhold 
the aid. 

 
Return to Index 
 

12. As Xi Visits, U.S. Urges More Open Chinese Military 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 14 FEB 12) 

WASHINGTON — U.S. Defense Secretary Leon Panetta 
called for more “transparency” from China’s military and 
expanding security ties between the two powers as he hosted 
leader-in-waiting Xi Jinping on Feb. 14. 

After an elaborate Pentagon ceremony for China’s vice 
president, Panetta said the United States wanted to build 
military relations between Washington and Beijing to ensure 
“stability and prosperity in the Asia-Pacific region.” 

“The United States and China are Pacific powers and we 
welcome the rise of a prosperous and successful China that 

plays an active and responsible role in regional and global 
security affairs,” Panetta said before his talks with Xi. 

“To build a cooperative partnership, it is essential that we 
enhance mutual trust, mutual trust and understanding between 
our two military establishments,” Panetta said. 

“It is in the interest of both of our countries to work 
towards genuine strategic transparency and to build trust and 
cooperation on both sides.” 

Underlining the importance Washington attached to Xi’s 
visit, the Pentagon staged a rare show for a visiting foreign 
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dignitary, with a booming 19-gun salute, marching bands and 
honor guards from each branch of the armed forces. 

China’s top brass has shown less enthusiasm for 
deepening military ties with the United States and has 
suspended contacts in recent years over Washington’s arms 
sales to Taiwan and territorial disputes in the South China Sea. 

Xi said he looked forward to hearing Panetta’s views on 
the military relationship and acknowledged Washington’s 
stance, but did not say if he favored broadening security ties as 
U.S. leaders and commanders have long urged. 

“I know you attach a great deal of importance to 
developing our relationship, to supporting military-to-military 
exchanges and cooperation between China and the United 
States and you want our two militaries to build a constructive 
relationship,” he said through an interpreter. 

“I appreciate that position,” he said. 
Xi said he had travelled to the United States “to deepen 

mutual trust” and to promote a “cooperative partnership” 
between the two countries. 
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13. New China Landing Vessels Point To Pacific Rivalry 
(REUTERS 14 FEB 12) ... David Lague 

HONG KONG -- As looming budget cuts force the 
Pentagon to plan for a smaller U.S. navy, China is accelerating 
the launch of new, increasingly capable warships as part of a 
sustained drive to become a major maritime power. 

Shanghai's Hudong Zhonghua Shipbuilding Company late 
last month launched the fourth of China's new 071 amphibious 
landing ships according to reports carried by Chinese military 
web sites and the state-controlled media. 

While most attention has been drawn to the ongoing sea 
trials of China's first aircraft carrier, military analysts say the 
expanding fleet of 20,000 tone landing ships, the biggest 
domestically designed and built vessels in the Chinese navy, 
delivers a far more immediate boost to Beijing's global 
influence. 

"Having a significant fleet of large amphibious assault 
vessels clearly suggests a desire for power projection," says 
Christian Le Miere, a maritime security researcher at the 
International Institute for Strategic Studies in London. 

"If you want the surgical insertion of forces, for a range of 
reasons, then you need amphibious response ships." 

China's naval buildup comes amid mounting maritime 
tensions in the Asia-Pacific region, which is likely to be one of 
the main geopolitical stress points in the coming decade. 

Military planners previously had focused mainly on a 
potential conflict in the Taiwan strait. More recently, however, 
Japan and China have locked horns over islands each claims in 
the East China Sea; Vietnam, the Philippines and other nations 
are disputing territorial claims with China over parts of the 
South China Sea thought to be rich in oil and gas. 

The U.S. Navy has announced it will deploy its own new 
amphibious assault vessels, the Littoral Combat Ships, to the 
"maritime crossroads" of the Asia-Pacific theater, stationing 
them in Singapore and perhaps the Philippines. 

Xi Jinping, the man destined to become China's new 
president later this year, called for enhanced military 
cooperation between the Pacific powers during a meeting with 
U.S. Defense Secretary Leon Panetta Monday in Washington. 

Xi, the son of a famous guerrilla commander from the 
1930s, also met with President Barack Obama and was treated 
to a rare show of honors at the Pentagon, including on a 19-
gun salute. 

But Panetta, alluding to the strains in the relationship, 
called for more transparency from Beijing about its military 
build-up. 

The Chinese navy is expected to deploy up to eight of the 
type 071 ships that can carry up to 800 troops, hovercraft, 
armored vehicles and medium lift helicopters. The first of the 

class launched in 2006, the Kunlunshan, has already deployed 
with Chinese naval forces to the Indian Ocean and the pace of 
construction appears to have quickened with the third and 
fourth vessels completed within the last five months. 

And, military commentators and retired Chinese naval 
officers say, early design work has already started on a bigger, 
more capable landing ship. 

For the Chinese navy, the country's thriving commercial 
shipbuilding industry is providing a springboard for further 
improvements in the size and sophistication of new classes of 
warships, military experts say. 

China in 2010 overtook South Korea to become the 
world's biggest shipbuilder and industry experts say the 
leading state-owned shipyards are steadily improving skills 
and technology with the launch of bigger and more complex 
oil tankers, container ships and other, more specialized 
vessels. 

Along with more than two decades of rapid growth in 
military spending, this shipbuilding expertise has transformed 
the Chinese navy from an obsolete, coastal defense force to a 
blue water fleet that is expanding its influence into the Pacific 
and Indian Oceans. 

China's best warships and submarines are now armed with 
advanced air defense weapons and long range, anti-ship 
missiles. 

In its annual report to Congress on the Chinese military, 
the Pentagon last year said the People's Liberation Army 
(PLA) navy now has about 75 major warships, more than 60 
submarines, 55 medium and heavy amphibious ships and 
about 85 smaller, missile-armed fast attack craft. 

As a major trading power with a growing dependence on 
imported energy and raw materials, this naval expansion is 
crucial for the country's security, according to Chinese 
military planners. 

"The safety of China's personnel, assets and shipping 
lanes is very important for its economy," wrote Senior Captain 
Wang Xiaoxuan, the director of the PLA's Naval Research 
Institute, in the official China Daily newspaper last month. 
"To guarantee this, it needs a strong navy." 

Military strategists dismiss crude comparisons between 
navies based on the number of ships alone and most experts 
agree that the U.S. navy with its 285-strong fleet including 11 
aircraft carriers, more than 70 nuclear powered submarines 
and 22 cruisers remains the world's overwhelmingly, dominant 
navy. 

In size, firepower, integration with other important 
weapons systems and battle experience, the best U.S. warships 
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enjoy a clear advantage over those of China and most 
combatants from other navies. 

However, it is also clear that under the Obama 
administration's plan to shave almost $487 billion from the 
Pentagon budget over the coming decade, the U.S. navy will 
shrink as China's fleet continues to grow in size and quality. 

To meet its budget target, the U.S. navy proposes to retire 
seven cruisers and two amphibious vessels, delay work on 
new ships and submarines and scrap some programs which 
could see the fleet shrink to less than 250 ships, according to 
senior Pentagon officials. 

These cuts come as the Obama administration mounts a 
"pivot" to Asia following the U.S. withdrawal from Iraq and 
anticipated exit from Afghanistan. 

As part of this effort to boost defense cooperation in Asia, 
the U.S. military is now holding its annual Cobra Gold joint 
exercises which run until February 17 in Thailand with troops 
from the host country, Indonesia, Malaysia, Singapore, South 
Korea and Japan. It will hold joint naval exercises next month 
with the Philippines near the disputed Spratly islands. 

This shift of military firepower to Asia and renewed 
emphasis on building closer ties with traditional, regional 
allies is partly aimed at countering the rapid growth of 
Chinese military muscle. 

After more than two decades of double digit growth, the 
annual expansion of China's official military outlays dropped 
to 7.5 per cent in 2010 in the aftermath of the global financial 
crisis but spending bounced back last year with a 12.7 per cent 
increase to $91.5 billion. 

Most foreign analysts believe China understates its 
defense budget. 

The Pentagon estimates total Chinese military outlays in 
2010 were more than $160 billion which would easily make it 
the second ranked defense spender behind the US. 

The Obama administration is proposing to spend $525 
billion on the military in 2013. 

For the expanding Chinese navy, the widely publicized 
deployment of the refurbished, former Ukrainian aircraft 
carrier, the Varyag, on its sea trials last year was seen as an 

important milestone in China's bid to become a major sea 
power. 

However, most Chinese and foreign experts believe it will 
be years before the carrier will be operationally ready with 
aircraft, weapons and supporting vessels. 

In contrast, military analysts say the amphibious landing 
ships already provide Beijing the option of deploying troops 
and their equipment in wartime or in response to less serious 
peacetime contingencies, including operations to protect the 
more than 800,000 Chinese nationals working overseas. 

"In non-combat roles, they are more meaningful than an 
aircraft carrier," says Gabe Collins, an Ann Arbor, Michigan-
based specialist on maritime affairs for the China SignPost 
research group. 

"They are geared to using choppers, troops, hovercraft 
and even armored vehicles. Now they can say: 'We've just had 
three people kidnapped here, let's go and do something about 
it'." 

More ominously for smaller regional powers, these ships 
could also be used to land Chinese troops on disputed territory 
in the South China Sea, analysts say. 

However, it is in so-called "soft power" that the 
amphibious landing vessels could make their initial 
contribution as China attempts to reassure regional nations 
that its growing military might poses no threat. 

The Chinese military clearly recognized that the U.S. was 
able to gain substantial goodwill from its effective response to 
the 2004 Indian Ocean Tsunami with its aircraft carriers and 
amphibious assault ships ferrying supplies, medical teams and 
rescue crews ashore, according to Chinese and Western 
commentators. 

Some analysts believe this experience was a factor in 
Beijing's decision to launch its first, large, military hospital 
ship that could be deployed to assist other nations in times of 
crisis as well as support Chinese amphibious forces in combat. 

The hospital ship, launched in 2007, was late last year 
deployed on a humanitarian medical mission to Latin America 
and the Caribbean. 
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14. China Defense Budget To Double Over 5 Years: IHS 
(DEFENSE NEWS 14 FEB 12) 

SINGAPORE — China’s defense budget will double 
between 2011 and 2015 and outstrip the combined spending of 
all other key defense markets in the Asia-Pacific region, 
global research group IHS said Feb. 14. 

China’s defense budget stood at $119.8 billion last year 
and will rise to $238.2 billion in 2015, marking a combined 
annual growth rate of 18.75 percent during the period, the 
U.S.-based IHS said in a forecast. 

The 2015 figure exceeds the combined total of the next 12 
biggest defense budgets in the region, forecast to hit $232.5 
billion, and will be almost four times second-placer Japan’s 
defense spending that year, it added. 

“Beijing has been able to devote an increasingly large 
portion of its overall budget towards defense and has been 
steadily building up its military capabilities for more than two 
decades,” said Rajiv Biswas, Asia-Pacific chief economist for 
IHS Global Insight. 

“This will continue unless there is an economic 
catastrophe.” 

The growth in China’s defense budget — which averaged 
12 percent annually from 2000-2009 — will benefit from the 
projected surge in the gross domestic product of Asia’s largest 
economy in the next three years. 

China will use the additional cash to modernize its 
equipment while reducing its manpower, resulting in a higher 
amount of funding per member of its armed forces, IHS said 
in its report. 

Aside from China and Japan, the report also tracks the 
military spending of India, South Korea, Australia, Taiwan, 
Singapore, Indonesia, Pakistan, Thailand, Malaysia, Vietnam 
and New Zealand. 

The U.S. government’s “renewed Asia-Pacific focus” is 
helping fuel China’s expansion of its defense budget, 
according IHS Global Insight’s Asia-Pacific head Sarah 
McDowall. 
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“China’s expanding defense budget has intensified 
concern among various governments. Perhaps most 
importantly, it has prompted Washington to undertake a 
diplomatic campaign to reassert its profile in the Pacific,” she 
said. 

“Washington is also keen to ensure freedom of navigation 
through important sea lanes in the region and to maintain a 
situational awareness of China’s military development,” 
McDowall added. 

President Barack Obama, while seeking to trim military 
spending in response to budget pressures, has vowed to boost 
U.S. power in Asia where a number of nations have voiced 
concern at what they see as a more assertive China. 

This concern will also drive other Asia-Pacific countries 
to shore up their budgets but it will not be their sole impetus, 

said Paul Burton, senior principal analyst of IHS Jane’s 
Defense Budgets. 

“China’s rise is not the only motivator. There are a 
number of lingering security issues, driven by competition for 
untapped natural resources, that are prompting many states to 
increase their defense to GDP ratio,” he said. 

Vietnam and Indonesia in particular are expected to 
increase defense spending at a rate that exceeds their GDP 
growth, Burton added. 

But the two countries’ defense budgets will not be able to 
match up to the resources of their smaller but wealthier 
Southeast Asian neighbor Singapore, which will spend $12.3 
billion on defense in 2015, IHS predicted. 
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15. Navy Finishes Successful Missile Launching 
(FINANCIAL EXPRESS (BANGLADESH) 15 FEB 12) 

Bangladesh Navy concluded its Annual Sea Exercise 
titled "Exercise Sea Thunder 2012" through successful 
launching of a Missile in the Bay of Bengal today, said a 
handout, reports BSS. 

Local Government, Rural Development and Co-
operatives Minister Syed Ashraful Islam witnessed the Missile 
Firing and other exercises from the frigate "BNS 
Bangabandhu" as the chief guest. BNS Durdharsha launched 
the missile successfully in the sea. 

Welcoming the ongoing progress of Bangladesh Navy 
under the leadership of Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina, Ashraf 
said the present government is trying to make a stronger naval 
force for protection of independence, sea resources and 

economic development as desired by Bangabandhu Sheikh 
Mujibur Rahman. 

In his speech, the minister appreciated the role played by 
the Bangladesh Navy in protecting the territorial waters and 
contributing to national economic development.  

Among others, high ranking civil and military officials 
including PSOs at the Naval Headquarters, Commodore 
Commanding BN Flotilla were also present on board BNS 
Bangabandhu to witness the events. Protection of sovereignty 
inside the country's maritime boundary, protection of sea 
resources, strengthening of security in the Sea Line of 
Communications, prevention of piracy and sea robbery, 
protection of bio-diversity and ensuring the constabularies 
were the main themes of the exercise 2012. 
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16. IDAS Submarine Launched Surface To Air Missile System 
(DEFENSE UPDATE 14 FEB 12) 

Diehl Defense from Germany is back at the Singapore 
Airshow promoting a number of defense systems which are of 
high value to customers in Asia. 

Particularly interesting is the IDAS (Interactive Defence 
and Attack System for Submarines). This unique submarine 
launched anti-helicopter weapon is designed to protect attack 
submarines from anti-submarine helicopters, as they become 
vulnerable hovering low above water, dipping their sonar in 
search of enemy submarines. This subsonic missile is 
optimized to seek out such slow targets, which pose 
significant risk to a submarine operating at littoral, ‘brown’ 
waters. 

Four missiles will be stored in a magazine that fits into a 
standard 21″ torpedo tube. The missiles are ejected from the 
magazine into the water, extract their wings and separate 
quietly from the submarine, where they ignite the rocket and 
transition to airborne flight, propelled by the weapon’s rocket 
motor. 

One of the development challenges was the propulsion 
system. The same rocket was required to provide thrust for 
both underwater and airborne flight. The rocket was designed 
to sustain the missile’s at optimal velocity in submerged flight, 
and accelerate to subsonic flight while airborne, reaching 
effective range of 20 km. Another concern was sustaining the 

optical-fiber through the transit below and above water. 
Deihl’s engineers were concerned how the fiber optic bobbins 
will behave in the different environments (below and above 
water) the test provided clear evidence this will not be an 
issue. 

Diehl initially considered using the IRST seeker for 
IDAS, however, it became evident that the high performance 
and all aspect capabilities of this seeker will not be required 
for the new weapon, and a relatively simple seeker will be 
sufficient to pick up the target, provided with passive cuing 
from by the submarine sonar. The submarine can acquire 
ASW helicopter when submerged, by localizing the ripple 
effect created by the rotor downwash. According to Diehl, the 
accuracy of such cuing system is adequate to provide bearing 
and range, bringing the missile seeker to autonomously 
acquire the target with high level of confidence. The fiber 
optical link would then be used by the crew to verify the 
target, confirm the intercept and perform battle damage 
assessment. 

IDAS was originally developed for the German Type 212 
submarines but the program has since frozen due to German 
defense budget cuts. Originally the missile was planned to 
become operational in 2014 but this timetable is now unlikely 
as the German Navy acquisition programs have stalled 
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recently due to lack of funding. Diehl is currently talking to 
international partners seeking bridging funding for the 
program, to sustain the development through the next stage. In 
few years, Diehl is confident the high interest in the program 
will turn into formal endorsement by foreign navies that have 
already expressed much interest in the program. 

For the missile development Diehl has teamed with 
Submarine builder HDW, which is now part of the Thyssen-
Krupp Marine Systems (TKMS). Originally the weapon was 
designed to be integrated in the HDW Type 212 submarine 
but, according to Diehl, it can be integrated with other 
submarines as well, though the obvious interest of HDW is 
still to ‘own’ this weapon as their submarine’s unique 
advantage. 

IDAS is formally still in the proof of concept phase, 
which culminated four years ago in a submarine launch 
performed by the German Navy U33 Type 212 submarine in 
2008. This test examined the underwater launch system, with 
the missile ejected from the torpedo tube, igniting the rocket 
under water, searating from the submarine without leaving 
significant signature (avoiding exposure of the submarine 
location.. Following this maneuver IDAS performed a course 
change under the water, streaking vertically into the air. Back 
in 2008 the test focused on this transition phase, with future 
tests, to be performed when funding is available, would 
continue with full flight, target acquisition, guidance and 
battle damage assessment. 
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17. U.S. Steps Up Watch Of Syria Chemical Weapons 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 15 FEB 12) ... Adam Entous and Jay Solomon 

WASHINGTON—The U.S. and some Mideast allies are 
intensifying surveillance of Syria's chemical and biological 
depots amid fears that the weapons could go loose if unrest 
escalates out of control. 

The U.S. is using satellites and other surveillance 
equipment to monitor suspected chemical and biological 
weapons storage sites in Syria, military officials said, 
reflecting Washington's concerns about a growing 
proliferation threat. 

Officials say, however, that they have seen no evidence so 
far to suggest that any of the stockpiles are in immediate 
danger of being overrun by antiregime forces or Islamist 
militants, which they believe are currently incapable of 
conducting raids of the necessary sophistication. Facilities 
where stocks of nerve agents and mustard gas are stored are 
guarded by regime loyalists and were built to withstand attack, 
U.S. officials believe.Lightly armed rebel forces have so far 
relied on hit-and-run tactics. But the number of defections 
from the Syrian military is on the rise, providing rebels with 
more capability. 

U.S. officials said they believe the Syrian regime has 
strong reasons to secure their weapons stockpiles. "Most 
countries that have [chemical weapons] stocks view it as a 
strategic, not tactical, tool—and strategic tools are usually 
pretty well protected," a U.S. official said. 

The Obama administration has intensified coordination 
with Syria's neighbors, particularly Iraq, Lebanon and Jordan, 
to guard against the potential of Syrian weapons of mass 
destruction moving outside its borders, U.S. and Arab officials 
said. 

The U.S.-led effort underlines Washington's concern 
about the increasing violence in Syria and the lack of options 
to address it after China and Russia this month vetoed a 
United Nations Security Council resolution calling for 
President Bashar al-Assad to step aside. 

Activists on Tuesday reported some of the heaviest 
shelling of Homs yet in the 11th day of a siege that activist 
groups say has left hundreds of Syrians dead. Along with 
battles between troops and defectors around Hama, in which 
five government soldiers were killed, 20 civilians were killed 
by government across Syria on Tuesday, the U.K.-based 
Syrian Observatory for Human Rights reported. Another 

opposition group, the Local Coordination Committees, 
reported 40 people killed. 

Arab states continued to prepare a new U.N. General 
Assembly resolution that would ramp up diplomatic pressure 
on the Assad regime. The Arab League on Sunday passed its 
own Syria resolution, proposing a joint peacekeeping mission 
with the U.N. and vowing to support the Syrian opposition 
politically and materially. Some Arab diplomats interpreted 
that wording as indication that Arab states were readying to 
arm opposition forces. 

U.S. military leaders believe they need a clearer picture of 
the array of rebel forces on the ground before considering 
taking any steps to aid any of the groups with equipment. 
Potential options include providing nonlethal communications 
gear to the rebels, officials said. 

At a Senate hearing Tuesday, the chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, Gen. Martin Dempsey, highlighted the gap in 
U.S. intelligence about Mr. Assad's opponents. "We don't have 
as clear an understanding of the nature of the opposition. We 
are working with the intelligence community to develop it," 
Gen. Dempsey said. 

It took the U.S. months to assess the opposition in Libya. 
U.S. military officials said the situation is even more 
complicated in Syria, where Mr. Assad commands heavily 
armored brigades, sophisticated air defenses, thousands of 
rockets and chemical weapons. 

"You thought Libya was hard," a U.S. military official 
said of any potential intervention. 

Pointing to the threat posed by Syria's chemical and 
biological weapons stocks, Gen. Dempsey said: "We are 
watching the trend lines on their military to make sure they are 
still under control of the regime." 

Gen. Dempsey said the Free Syrian Army currently is the 
centerpiece of the opposition and is "for the most part" made 
up of fighters from Syria, but he added: "We also know that 
other regional actors are providing support and that 
complicates the situation." 

Intelligence agencies are working to understand the 
makeup of the opposition. The effort appears to be similar to 
the one in Libya in the early phase of that conflict.Some U.S. 
officials suspect al Qaeda militants may have been behind a 
recent series of bombings in Syria. Officials say some Sunni 
militants have entered Syria from neighboring Iraq. The U.S. 
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believes at least some of the arms being used by rebels in 
Syria were supplied by Sunni tribes in Iraq. 

Gen. Dempsey didn't confirm reports about al Qaeda's 
involvement but said the group's presence in Syria shouldn't 
be discounted. "All of the players in the region, it seems, have 
a stake in this. Those who would like to foment a Sunni-Shia 
standoff, and you know who they are, are all weighing in in 
Syria," he said. 

The U.S. and its allies have long monitored Syria's 
chemical weapons stockpile. 

"Syria is a country of significant proliferation concern, so 
we monitor its chemical weapons activities very closely," 
White House National Security Council spokesman Tommy 
Vietor said. "We will continue to work closely with like-
minded countries to impede proliferation to Syria's chemical 
weapons program." 

Separately, Gen. Dempsey said that on a trip to Egypt 
over the weekend, he tossed out his planned agenda for 
meetings and told his counterparts, including the country's 
military ruler, Field Marshal Hussein Tantawi, that they had to 
resolve U.S. complaints over the treatment of pro-democracy 
groups and detained Americans. 

"I am convinced that potentially they were 
underestimating the impact of this on our relationship," he 
said. "When I left there, there was no doubt that they 
understood the seriousness of it." 

Egypt is pursuing charges that more than 40 people, 
including 16 Americans, violated Egyptian laws through the 
activities of pro-democracy groups, including organizations 
funded by Congress. 
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18. Pakistan OKs NATO To Ship Food To Afghanistan 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 14 FEB 12) ... Zarar Khan  

ISLAMABAD — Pakistan announced Tuesday that it has 
temporarily allowed NATO to ship perishable food to its 
troops in Afghanistan, a sign of thawing tensions following 
American airstrikes last year that accidentally killed 24 
Pakistani soldiers. 

Pakistan closed its Afghan border to NATO supplies in 
response to the deadly Nov. 26 attack on two of its border 
posts. The closure has been a headache for coalition forces, 
who have had to spend much more money to get goods to 
Afghanistan using alternative routes. 

Pakistani Defense Minister Ahmed Mukhtar said the 
government would only allow NATO to ship perishable items 
for a limited time and has asked the coalition not to order any 
more. He did not indicate when the approval was given. 

The U.S. and Pakistan still disagree over who should be 
blamed for the November attack, but there have been growing 
signs that relations are improving. 

There was a temporary hiccup in that process Tuesday 
when Pakistani police briefly detained a U.S. Embassy 
employee after bullets were found in his luggage at an airport 
in the country's northwest. But the man was handed over to 
American officials after a couple hours. 

The move to allow food items to enter Afghanistan could 
be a precursor to opening the border altogether. 

Pakistan's parliament is expected to vote on a revised 
framework for relations with the U.S. this week that could 
pave the way for the government to reopen the supply line. 

Also, senior Pakistani officials have said in recent days 
that the government should fully reopen its border to NATO 
supplies as long as it can negotiate better fees from the 
coalition. 

Pakistan security forces met with their NATO and Afghan 
counterparts Tuesday to discuss improving security for the 
upcoming coalition convoys, said spokesman for the 
paramilitary Frontier Corps Saeed Ahmed. They met in the 
city of Chaman in southwestern Baluchistan province, one of 
Pakistan's two Afghan border crossings. 

For most of the 10-year war in Afghanistan, 90 percent of 
supplies shipped to coalition forces came through Pakistan, via 
the port of Karachi. But over the past three years, NATO has 

increased its road and rail shipments through an alternate route 
that runs through Russia and Central Asia. The northern route 
was longer and more expensive, but provided a hedge against 
the riskier Pakistan route. 

Before the accidental American airstrikes on Nov. 26, 
about 30 percent of non-lethal supplies for U.S. and coalition 
troops in Afghanistan traveled through Pakistan. 

The U.S. has since increased the amount of supplies 
running through the northern route, but this has cost it a lot 
more money. Pentagon figures provided to the AP in January 
showed that the alternative transport was costing about $104 
million per month, $87 million more per month than when the 
cargo moved through Pakistan. 

The U.S. Embassy employee detained at an airport in the 
city of Peshawar had 13 bullets in his luggage, said police 
officer Dost Mohammad Khan. It was unclear why the bullets 
were there. The man was scheduled to fly to Islamabad. 

A U.S. official said the man was an embassy employee 
and had diplomatic immunity. He said the U.S. Embassy was 
in contact with the Pakistani authorities "about the details of 
the case." 

The U.S. official spoke on condition of anonymity 
because he was not authorized by Washington to be named in 
the media. 

There is a large U.S. consulate in Peshawar, which is 
close to the Afghan border. 

The presence of American diplomats inside Pakistan 
emerged as a sensitive issue after a CIA contractor killed two 
Pakistani men in the eastern city of Lahore a year ago. U.S. 
officials insisted the shooter had diplomatic immunity, but 
Pakistan held him in jail for around two months, causing 
severe strain in U.S-Pakistan ties. 

The unilateral American-raid that killed Osama bin Laden 
in a Pakistani army town in May last year also led to a fresh 
wave of suspicion against Western diplomats by the Pakistani 
security establishment, which was apparently stung by the 
realization that the CIA agents were operating in the country 
without its knowledge. 
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19. Violence Against Shippers New Norm Off West Africa 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 14 FEB 12) 

LAGOS, Nigeria  – The waters off West Africa's coast are 
now a constant danger for those shipping goods and crude oil 
in the region, analysts said Tuesday, a day after pirates killed 
two Sailors near Nigeria's coast. 

Despite pledges by nations to patrol the waters of the Gulf 
of Guinea, pirates killed a captain and a chief engineer 
onboard a heavy cargo ship Monday morning about 126 miles 
from the coast of Lagos, Nigeria's commercial capital. 

While shootings and stabbings have happened before in 
the region, Monday's assault was one of the deadliest attacks 
in waters now considered to be as dangerous as those near 
Somalia. And such attacks are likely to continue. 

"It's quite uncommon that you have people killed this 
way," said Thomas Horn Hansen, an analyst with Risk 
Intelligence based in London. "It might be a matter of luck 
that hasn't happened before." 

Authorities released new details Tuesday about the attack. 
Commodore Kabir Aliyu, a Nigerian naval spokesman, 
identified the attacked ship as the Fourseas SW, a bulk cargo 
ship designed to carry heavy loads like sand. 

An official at Fortuna Chartering A/S in Denmark, which 
manages the vessel, said it was owned by Shih Wei 
Navigation Co. Ltd. of Taiwan. The man, who declined to 
give his name, said the Fourseas had been under contract to an 
Indian company at the time of the attack. 

The nationalities of those killed in the attack could not 
immediately be determined Tuesday. Calls to Shih Wei went 
unanswered Tuesday. 

The International Maritime Bureau, a piracy watchdog 
group, said most of the ship's crew into a secured room as a 
gunfight raged, while those on the bridge remained at their 

posts. The captain and chief engineer died of their wounds as 
the pirates sprayed the ship with gunfire, said Cyrus Mody, an 
official at the bureau. 

The attack on the Fourseas comes after a cargo ship about 
80 miles from Lagos came under attack Saturday from two 
boats and a vessel off nearby Benin was hijacked Thursday, 
the maritime bureau said. 

The attacks are just the latest to target West Africa's Gulf 
of Guinea, which follows the continent's southward curve 
from Liberia to Gabon. Over the last year, piracy there has 
escalated from low-level armed robberies to hijackings and 
cargo thefts. 

In August, London-based Lloyd's Market Association — 
an umbrella group of insurers — listed Nigeria, neighboring 
Benin and nearby waters in the same risk category as Somalia, 
where two decades of war and anarchy have allowed piracy to 
flourish. 

Pirates in West Africa have been more willing to use 
violence in their robberies, as they target the cargo, not the 
crew for kidnapping like off Somalia. Analysts say many of 
the pirates come from Nigeria, where corrupt law enforcement 
allows criminality to thrive. 

Hansen said Monday's attack was a concern for shippers, 
who have been advised by trade groups to exercise extreme 
caution around Nigeria and Benin. However, he said it's 
unclear whether the killings were an anomaly or a sign of 
things to come. 

"Nigerian piracy tends to develop very quickly and 
change very quickly," he said. "It's very hard to say whether 
this is going to be a trend." 
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20. Australian Warship Seizes 240kg Of Drugs 
(HERALD SUN (AUSTRALIA) 14 FEB 12) 

The crew of an Australian warship has seized and 
destroyed more than 240 kilograms of heroin and 
amphetamines found aboard a ship that was intercepted in the 
North Arabian Sea.  

Defence said these drugs had a street value of $U.S. 5 
million ($4.67 million). 

Anzac frigate HMAS Parramatta was operating as part of 
the Combined Task Force 150 which directed the interception 
of the suspect vessel on Friday. 

The search, conducted by a boarding party from 
Parramatta, revealed more than 240 kilograms of 
amphetamine and heroin concealed in bags of flour and rice. 
These were subsequently destroyed. 

Commander of CTF 150, Australian navy Commodore 
Jonathan Mead, said this operation represented the 

culmination of many months of hard work, planning and 
international cooperation. 

HMAS Parramatta commanding officer Commander Guy 
Blackburn said this was a significant event. 

"This was a great day for HMAS Parramatta, the 
Combined Maritime Forces and the Australian Forces in the 
Middle East Area of Operations," he said. 

HMAS Parramatta's job in CTF 150 is to enforce 
maritime security in the Middle East Area of Operations 
through the multi-national Combined Maritime Task Force. 

The ship is conducting the 27th rotation by a Royal 
Australian Navy ship to this region since 2001. 
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21. Navy Messes With Tradition By Cutting Officer Segregation 
(THE TELEGRAPH (AUSTRALIA) 15 FEB 12) ... Ian McPhedran 

The officers' mess, that military sanctuary where senior 
personnel can unwind with comrades, is to be sacrificed as 
part of a Navy cost-cutting plan.  

Chief of Navy Vice-Admiral Ray Griggs has adopted the 
recommendations of a review into the price of feeding 
personnel on naval bases. 
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Traditionally officers and other ranks have dined in 
separate facilities and have been served alcohol in segregated 
bars. 

Twenty years ago the mess was the heart and soul of the 
military because most people lived on base but rental 
allowances have enabled Sailors to live nearby, meaning they 
often go home rather than using military facilities. 

Messes are being targeted across the three services in a 
fresh wave of cost cutting - the army and the RAAF will 
follow suit. 

"The focus of the review has been to ensure that future 
defence hospitality and catering arrangements remain 
effective, consistent with contemporary standards, and 
affordable without impacting upon capability delivery," 
Admiral Griggs said. 

Junior Sailors will continue to eat separately from their 
senior comrades but Admiral Griggs said under-utilised bar 
facilities would be merged. 

Shared areas are already in place at HMAS Waterhen at 
Waverton, Leeuwin barracks in Perth and Joint Operations 
Command headquarters near Canberra. 

Navy training facilities at HMAS Cerberus in Victoria, 
HMAS Creswell at Jervis Bay and HMAS Watson at Watsons 
Bay will be spared from the changes due to the higher 
demand. 

Admiral Griggs said yesterday that Defence spends about 
$130 million each year on internal catering and hospitality to 
provide subsidised meals and refreshments at dozens of 
military bases. 

"On the issue of bar hour opening and closing times, 
which was also identified as an under-utilised service, further 
analysis is under way and I expect to make an announcement 
in relation to navy reforms in this area later in 2012," he said. 

The first base to be affected will be HMAS Penguin at 
Balmoral followed by HMAS Kuttabul at Garden Island, 
HMAS Stirling in WA, HMAS Albatross at Nowra, HMAS 
Cairns in Queensland and HMAS Harman in Canberra. 
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22. Canada Submarine Fleet: Peter MacKay Cites 'Spotty' History 
(HUFFINGTON POST CANADA 14 FEB 12) 

Canada's submarine fleet has a "spotty" history and while 
HMCS Corner Brook's crash was "unfortunate," no one was in 
danger and the damage will be repaired, Defence Minister 
Peter MacKay said Tuesday. 

CBC News reported on Monday that it had obtained 
exclusive pictures of the damage suffered by the submarine 
when it hit the ocean floor off British Columbia last June. The 
navy had admitted to the crash but never described the extent 
of the damage or released any photos.  

MacKay told reporters at a news conference in Ottawa 
where he was announcing a new base for the Canadian Forces 
in Germany that the photos show damage to the submarine's 
sonar dome, which covers the sonar equipment inside. The 
external pressure hull was not broken and its water-tight 
capability remained intact, MacKay explained. The crew 
members were never in any danger, he said. 

"However, it was obviously an unfortunate occurrence," 
said MacKay. The ship is now out of the water and was due to 
be brought in for maintenance anyway, he said, adding that the 
full determination of the damage will be made in the coming 
weeks. 

HMCS Corner Brook is one of four Victoria class 
submarines bought used from the British navy in 1998 for a 
total price of $780 million. The fleet is also made up of HMCS 
Chicoutimi, HMCS Windsor and HMCS Victoria. They've 
now all had their share of problems and have cost more than 
$1 billion in repairs and retrofits. 

All subs expected back in service by 2013 
HMCS Victoria's hull was dented and it has been 

restricted from diving deep, while HMCS Windsor is sitting 
dismantled in Halifax undergoing retrofits that are behind 
schedule and over budget. HMCS Chicoutimi suffered a fire 
on its maiden voyage to Canada in 2004, resulting in the death 
of a Sailor, and it hasn't returned to service. 

Navy Public Affairs said Tuesday that the dent in HMCS 
Victoria was fixed several years ago and while the submarine 

is ready for deep diving, its crew has to be certified and will 
be undergoing training next week. A test firing of a torpedo is 
also planned for the coming weeks and the submarine is 
supposed to be operational this year. 

It said HMCS Windsor is to undergo trials "in the coming 
months" and is also expected to be back in operation later in 
2012. 

"We hope to have full operational capability in the year 
2013, at which point we will have three of the four submarines 
continuously available for operations. Two on each coast is 
the plan," MacKay said. 

"The ongoing maintenance remains on track," he said. 
The damaged sonar dome will be fixed as part of the 
maintenance HMCS Corner Brook was set to undergo, the 
defence minister said. 

"In the meantime, the four Victoria class submarines, 
which as you would know, the history of these submarines has 
been spotty, but they were purchased by a previous 
government at a time when they were offered up at 
approximately one-quarter of their value," said MacKay. "So 
the savings up front, I would dare say, are now being applied 
to the maintenance and the ongoing operations of these four 
submarines." 

Repairs costs for HMCS Corner Brook aren't yet known.  
In question period Tuesday, NDP MP Jean Crowder 

accused the government of trying to cover up the damage 
caused to HMCS Corner Brook. 

"Nothing could be further from the truth. In fact the navy 
released information about this when it happened back in 
June. We put out a press release out about it in December so I 
don't know where the honourable member is coming from, the 
information is there," MacKay responded. 

He then suggested the NDP doesn't want the Canadian 
Forces to have the best equipment possible. 
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PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
23. Transition Benefits: NPC Officials To Discuss Post-ERB Matters In The Pacific Northwest 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 14 FEB 12) ... Navy Personnel Command Public Affairs 

MILLINGTON, Tenn. -- The Navy Personnel Command 
(NPC) fleet engagement team is scheduled to meet with 
Sailors, families and leadership in the Pacific Northwest Feb. 
21-23 to discuss post-Enlisted Retention Board (ERB) matters 
and transition benefits, officials said Feb. 14. 

"There are a lot of benefits available to transitioning 
Sailors, including some ERB specific topics. The more we 
increase understanding of the post-board processes and 
benefits available, the better prepared ERB affected Sailors 
will be for a successful transition," said Fleet Engagement 
team member, Capt. Steven Holmes, director of Military 
Community Management. 

The fleet engagement team recently completed 
engagements to Japan, Hawaii, California and Florida where 
they discussed Involuntary Separation Pay, transition benefits, 
and Reserve affiliation options for transitioning Sailors. More 
than 240 ERB affected Sailors have received a Selected 
Reserve quota through Perform to Serve during the November 
and December cycles.  

Holmes and his team will also discuss Temporary Early 
Retirement Authority (TERA), which was announced in 
NAVADMIN 025/12. 

Sailors considered but not selected for retention by the 
ERB who will have completed at least 15 years of active 
service as of Sept. 1, 2012, are eligible for early retirement 
benefits under TERA.  

The fleet engagement team is composed of 
representatives from the enlisted distribution division, enlisted 
community management division, career development 
program and the Navy's ERB transition assistance coordinator. 
In addition, representatives from Challenger, Gray and 
Christmas Inc. will be available to discuss their outplacement 
services and enroll ERB affected Sailors not already enrolled. 

All ERB-affected Sailors, families, career counselors and 
command leadership teams, including ombudsmen, are 
encouraged to attend.  

Sailors should contact their command career counselor for 
local briefing times and locations.  

The Navy will also conduct an additional fleet 
engagement visit to Norfolk March 5-9. 
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24. Navy Releases FY12 Continuation Board Results to Sailors 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 14 FEB 12) ... Navy Personnel Command Public Affairs 

MILLINGTON, Tenn. -- Results from the Fiscal Year 
(FY) 2012 performance-based board for continuation of senior 
enlisted (SECB) were posted in Bupers Online (BOL) for 
individual Sailors access, according to NAVADMIN 054/12, 
released Feb. 14.  

More than 7,000 senior enlisted Sailors reviewed by the 
FY-12 performance-based board for continuation of senior 
enlisted were selected for continuation. 

"A performance-based board for continuation of senior 
enlisted Sailors with more than 19 years of active service is 
part of our continuing strategy to optimize the quality of those 
serving. It focuses on retaining our top performers, while 
managing the force," said Vice Adm. Scott Van Buskirk, chief 
of naval personnel. 

The FY-12 board convened Dec. 5, 2011, and considered 
7,684 active duty, full-time support and Reserve candidates 
with more than 19 years of service and three years' time-in-
grade for continuation who met eligibility guidance outlined in 
NAVADMIN 194/11. Of these eligible senior enlisted, 7,091 
candidates were selected for continuation; 593 candidates 
were not selected for continuation. 

Senior enlisted considered by the FY-12 board are 
classified in one of three categories in BOL: 

S - Selected for continuation. 
N- Not selected for continuation.  
H- Not selected for continuation - In a hold status. 
Sailors not selected for continuation must transfer to the 

fleet reserve or retire by Sept. 30, 2012 and will have access to 
the Navy's Transition Assistance Management Program. 

Like Perform to Serve for junior enlisted, and the Selected 
Early Retirement Board for officers, the senior enlisted 
continuation board is a force management measure, allowing 
Navy to retain the best Sailors while meeting current and 
future planned end-strength controls.  

The senior enlisted continuation board is a performance-
based board, meaning there are no quotas. The board is 
directed to select or not select as many senior enlisted for 
continuation as they deem appropriate within the guidance 
provided in the precept. Continuation of candidates with no 
documented substandard or marginal performance indicators 
in their record is presumed. 

The precept can be found on the "Enlisted Continuation" 
page under the "Boards" section of the NPC web site. 
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25. FY12 Aviation Officer Bonus Rates Released 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 14 FEB 12) ... Navy Personnel Command Public Affairs 

MILLINGTON, Tenn. -- Adjustments to the active duty 
and full time support (FTS) Aviation Career Continuation Pay 

(ACCP) program were announced via Navy messages, Feb. 
14. 
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According to NAVADMINs 055/12 and 056/12, the 
ACCP program provides selected bonuses as an incentive to 
eligible pilots and naval flight officers (NFOs) through 
department head and command milestones. 

Fiscal year (FY) 2012 active duty department head 
retention bonus annual rates have changed from FY-11 in the 
following aviation communities and designators: 

* Helicopter Sea Combat pilots, $15,000 per year; 
* Helicopter anti-submarine light pilots/helicopter 

maritime strike pilots, $5,000 per year; 
* EA-18G and EA-6B electronic air attack (VAQ) pilots, 

$25,000 per year; 
* E-2C carrier airborne early warning (VAW) and C-2 

fleet logistics support (VRC) 
pilots, $10,000 per year; VAW NFOs, $10,000 per year; 
* P-3C patrol (VP) NFOs, $15,000 per year; 
* EP-3 air reconnaissance (VQ [P]) pilots, $15,000 per 

year; 
* E-6A airborne communications (VQ [T]) pilots, 

$15,000 per year; VQ (T) NFOs, $15,000 per year. 
FTS annual rates vary by community from $5,000 to 

$25,000 for squadron department head/wing staff and the 
aviation commander command bonus is only offered for 
operational squadrons or operational training squadrons at an 
annual rate of $12,000. 

The Navy expects roughly 310 active duty and 75 FTS 
aviators to take advantage of the ACCP program this year. 

Department head retention bonuses will be paid in equal 
annual installments. Additionally, the FY-12 program 
continues to authorize the payment of five-year contracts one 
year prior to the completion of the active duty minimum 
service requirement (MSR). 

Long-term applicants are eligible if their MSR expires in 
FY-12 or FY-13. Payment will begin when an officer is within 
one year of completing their MSR.  

Active duty ACCP applications must be received before 
Aug. 31, 2012. FTS ACCP applications must be received 
before Sept. 24, 2012. 

For more details regarding eligibility, administrative 
procedures and the application letter format, visit the ACCP 
Bonus Web Page at 
www.npc.navy.mil/officer/Detailing/aviation/OCM/Pages/AC
CP.aspx.  

Full time support aviators can learn more on the FTS 
aviators Web Page at 
www.npc.navy.mil/officer/Detailing/fulltimesupport/Pages/Av
iators.aspx.  

To read the NAVADMINS, visit the Navy Personnel 
Command website at www.npc.navy.mil or for more 
information contact the NPC customer service center at 1-866-
U-ASK-NPC (1-866-827-5672) or email 
cscmailbox@navy.mil.  
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26. Five Things Every Sailor Should Know About Absentee Ballots And Voting  
(NAVY TIMES 20 FEB 12) ... Brian Everstine 

Election Day is not until Nov. 6, but the Defense 
Department and the services are spreading the word early to 
make sure troops are registered and have the information they 
need to vote. 

Officials encourage service members to get started early 
to ensure their voices are heard when the general election 
comes around. 

With a presidential vote on the ballot, DoD officials are 
hoping for a boost in the number of absentee ballots cast for 
this November’s election compared with two years ago. 

Military and overseas voters requested fewer absentee 
ballots in 2010 than in 2008, and only about one-third of those 
voters filled out and returned their ballots, according to a 
report released in November from the U.S. Election 
Assistance Commission. States sent more than 611,000 
absentee ballots to military and overseas voters, who returned 
more than 211,000. 

That number is too low, defense officials say, so they’re 
moving early in 2012 to boost the turnout. 

Here’s what you need to know about voting by absentee 
ballot: 

1. Registration Requirements.  
Service members are required to re-register to vote yearly, 

which can be done online through the Federal Voting 
Assistance Program website, www.fvap.gov. The site walks 

troops through the registration process, and provides a 
preprinted and stamped envelope for the application, which 
must be signed and mailed back to a voting registrar. 

Some states allow applications to be faxed or scanned. 
2. Don’t Be Late.  
Some states will let you register close to Election Day, 

but because ballots are due back by the election, officials 
recommend using a federal write-in absentee ballot if you 
haven’t received your postcard application within 45 days of 
the election. 

3. When Voting Begins.  
States are required to send ballots to service members 45 

days before the general election, giving you time to make your 
decisions and send the ballot back before the deadline. 

4. Primaries Still Remain.  
Plenty of primaries are left in this election season, and 

service members who are interested in voting should visit the 
FVAP website to register and request a ballot for the primary 
elections. 

5. More Information Available.  
Check with your command’s voting assistance officer, or 

get contact information for the Navy and Coast Guard voting 
action officers at www.fvap.gov/vao/svaos.html. 

You can also like “Navy Voting” on Facebook for 
updates on the program.  

Return to Index 
 
 
 



 23

27. Rule Change Boosts Home Schoolers’ Enlistment Chance 
(NAVY TIMES 20 FEB 12) ... Andrew Tilghman  

Prospective military recruits who finish high school 
through home schooling or online programs will soon have a 
better chance of enlisting. 

In July, the Pentagon will change the status of such 
recruits to “Tier I,” typically defined as a person with a 
traditional high school diploma. 

That will make students from home based and online 
schools far more attractive to recruiters. The services are 
required to fill at least 90 percent of new recruiting slots with 
Tier I recruits. In 2011, more than 99 percent of recruits were 
Tier I, officials said. 

Until now, home schoolers and people with online 
degrees were more likely to be tagged as Tier II, which 
includes those who earn a GED diploma. 

Those without a high school diploma are relegated to Tier 
III and are rarely accepted into the military. 

Congress last year ordered the military to review its 
policies for students who earn home school and online 
degrees. 

Each year, the military accepts about 700 home schoolers 
and about 50 recruits from online programs, numbers that will 
likely increase under the policy change. 

All home-schoolers who used state accredited curricula 
will be considered Tier I starting in July, a change from the 
current policy that required home schooled students to meet an 

additional requirement of scoring above the 50th percentile on 
the Armed Forces Qualification Test to be considered Tier I. 

Also in July, students who received diplomas from state 
accredited online schools will be defined as Tier I, a change 
from the current policy that designates them as Tier II and 
makes enlistment more difficult for those students. 

The Defense Department developed these education 
credential “tiers” more than 30 years ago after studies showed 
that young people who drop out of high school or get a GED 
diploma are less likely to complete their first term of 
enlistment. 

But those studies did not specifically examine the 
outcomes for home-schoolers and online students, whose 
ranks have grown in recent years. The most recent government 
statistics, from 2007, put the number of home schooled 
students in the U.S. at 1.5 million, about 3 percent of the 
nation’s student population. That was up from 1.1 million in 
2003. 

The cost to the taxpayers of replacing an enlistee who 
drops out of the military before serving at least 36 months to 
complete a first term of enlistment is about $55,000. 

All applicants for military service, regardless of credential 
type, must meet a variety of other enlistment standards 
relating to aptitude, health and conduct. 
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28. Dempsey: I Would Pay More For Health Care 
(NAVY TIMES 14 FEB 12) ... Patricia Kime  

The chairman of the Joint Chiefs told Congress on 
Tuesday he would willingly pay more for health care in 
retirement than the rate structure currently enjoyed by military 
retirees. 

That sentiment is shared by all members of the Joint 
Chiefs and senior enlisted leaders, according to a member of 
the Joint Staff. 

Dempsey told the Senate Armed Services Committee that 
the administration’s $525.4 billion defense budget proposal 
for 2013 is supported by the Pentagon’s senior leadership, 
including Tricare fee hikes for all military retirees. 

In response to Sen. Lindsey Graham, R-S.C., who asked 
whether he was willing to pay more, Dempsey said: “I am, 
sir.” 

Under the proposed budget, a retired Dempsey would pay 
an $820 annual fee in fiscal 2013 to enroll his family in 
Tricare Prime. By 2017, that fee would rise to $2,048. 

If Dempsey hung up his uniform tomorrow, his 38 years 
of service would earn him annual military retirement pay of 
around $219,000 a year. 

Speaking at a news briefing on the budget Monday at the 
Pentagon, Air Force Lt. Gen. Larry Spencer, the Joint Staff’s 
force structure director, said the Joint Chiefs and senior 
enlisted leaders support the hikes and said the increases would 
still leave Tricare one of the most “generous” health care plans 
in the nation. 

“In accordance with the principles that guide our budget, 
they honor our commitment to America’s all-volunteer force 
and their families,” Spencer said. 

The proposed fee increases would not apply to active-duty 
members or their families, survivors of service members who 
died on active duty or medically retired troops. 

Under the budget proposal, annual enrollment fees for 
health care would rise for all military retirees. Fees for Tricare 
Prime would increase 30 percent to 78 percent, to between 
$600 and $820, depending on military retirement income. The 
fee for family coverage is now $460 or $520, depending on 
when the sponsor enrolled. 

New enrollment fees also would be created for Tricare 
Standard and Extra and for Tricare for Life, the benefit for 
Medicare-eligible retirees. 

At the Senate Armed Services Committee hearing, 
Graham voiced his support for the health care proposals. 

“It’s hard to ask those who’ve done the most to secure our 
freedom to give more, but I’m willing to do it,” Graham said. 
“I’m willing to grandfather the current system but also willing 
to look outside the box … because if we don’t do something in 
terms of health care growth and entitlement retiree benefits, 
you’re going to compete the retired force with operational 
needs and that’s just not where we want to go.” 
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29. 9 Flag Officer Assignments Announced 
(NAVY TIMES 14 FEB 12) 

Navy Secretary Ray Mabus and Chief of Naval 
Operations Adm. Jon Greenert announced the following flag 
assignments Tuesday: 

2-star assignments 
• Kevin Donegan will be director, warfare 

integration/senior national representative, N8F, OPNAV. 
Donegan is director for operations, J3, U.S. Central 
Command, MacDill Air Force Base, Fla. 

• Sinclair Harris, who has been selected for a second star, 
will be commander, U.S. Naval Forces Southern 
Command/commander, 4th Fleet, Mayport, Fla. Harris is 
director, future concepts, N3/N5, Office of the Chief of Naval 
Operations. 

1-star assignments 
• Charles Gaouette will be commander, Carrier Strike 

Group 3, Bremerton, Wash. Gaouette is deputy commander, 
U.S. Naval Forces, U.S. Central Command, Manama, Bahrain. 

• Patrick Hall will be commander, Carrier Strike Group 9. 
Hall is deputy director for operations, J3, Joint Staff. 

• Samuel Perez Jr. will be director, Navy Irregular 
Warfare Office, N3/N5, Washington, D.C. Perez is special 
assistant, N8. 

• Ann Phillips will be commander, Expeditionary Strike 
Group 3. Phillips previously served as deputy director, Surface 
Warfare Division, N86B. 

• Kevin Scott will be deputy commander, U.S. Naval 
Forces, U.S. Central Command. Scott is commander, ESG 2. 

• Kevin Sweeney will be commander, Carrier Strike 
Group 10. Sweeney previously served as executive officer to 
the commander, U.S. Central Command, MacDill Air Force 
Base. 

• David Woods will be commander, Strike Force Training 
Pacific, San Diego. Woods is commander, Joint Task Force 
Guantanamo, U.S. Southern Command, Guantanamo Bay, 
Cuba. 

 

Return to Index 
 

30. 2nd Recruit Dies At Great Lakes In Several Weeks 
(CHICAGO TRIBUNE 14 FEB 12) ... John Keilman 

A naval recruit who aspired to be a military police officer 
died Friday of causes related to pneumonia, marking the 
second recruit death in a month at Naval Station Great Lakes. 

Navy officials said it is not clear when Elizabeth 
Richardson, 19, of Zimmerman, Minn., contracted her illness, 
but that there was no sign others in her battalion had been 
stricken. 

Richardson arrived at the base Jan. 30, and 10 days later 
went to the nearby Lovell Federal Health Care Center with a 
fever and a rapid heartbeat, said Navy spokesman Mike 
Miller. She died the next day, the first time in memory that a 
recruit had died of pneumonia, Miller said. 

Another recruit, Christopher Walker, 19, of Kittanning, 
Pa., died Jan. 11 after collapsing during a physical fitness test. 
The base hosts more than 35,000 recruits a year. 
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FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
31. Hampton Roads Officials Applaud Defense Plans 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 15 FEB 12) ... Bill Bartel 

WASHINGTON -- Members of Hampton Roads' 
congressional delegation generally were pleased with parts of 
the Obama administration's defense budget proposal that focus 
on continued funding for shipbuilding and ship repair and 
keeping intact the Norfolk-based fleet of five aircraft carriers. 

But some aspects of the budget plan, including a proposal 
for two rounds of base closings, next year and again in 2015, 
did not sit well with the legislators, who said the Pentagon 
should begin by targeting overseas bases rather than those at 
home. And they had mixed reactions to proposed changes in 
veterans health care benefits that would require working-age 
military retirees to pay larger fees, varying according to their 
income. 

The budget proposal, which calls for spending $614 
billion next year but which defense officials said will save 
$259 billion over the next five years, follows a new defense 
strategy that involves large reductions in Army and Marine 
Corps personnel over time while shifting emphasis to more 
mobile Navy and Air Force units. 

Included in the proposal is $5 billion budgeted for ship 
maintenance - $457 million more than this year - that will, in 
part, be spent in Hampton Roads, legislators said. 

The Navy plans to keep intact an 11-carrier fleet, which 
means continuing a multiyear schedule for constructing new 
carriers and keeping a steady cycle of work overhauling and 
refueling the existing carriers. All the work is done at Newport 
News Shipbuilding. 

In 2013, the shipyard will begin a three-year project to 
deactivate the Enterprise, the world's first nuclear-powered 
carrier. The effort, which involves defueling the half-century-
old ship, will cost $900 million. 

Three locally based ships - a cruiser, fast-attack 
submarine and a dock landing ship - will be decommissioned 
under the spending plan. At least three ships that are part of an 
amphibious ready group will be heading to Mayport, Fla. 

However, the Navy announced Tuesday that the hospital 
ship Comfort, now based in Baltimore, will be homeported in 
Norfolk starting in March 2013. 

Overall, the number of Sailors and Marines stationed in 
Hampton Roads will drop by 3,000 to about 111,000. 
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Given the depth of the military presence in Virginia, the 
loss is not too severe considering the cutbacks that will be felt 
elsewhere, said U.S. Sen. Mark Warner. 

"I'd love it if we had not lost anything, but it's hard to 
make the case," Warner said. 

The Pentagon's desire for another Base Realignment and 
Closure Commission - known as BRAC - to select bases for 
shutdown will get resistance from the delegation. 

Sen. Jim Webb and U.S. Reps. Scott Rigell and Bobby 
Scott said the military first needs to look abroad and conduct 
what Webb called a "good hard scrub" of foreign operations 
before considering closing bases in the United States. 

Elected officials have said Virginia and Hampton Roads 
are in a better position to defend their military bases today 
than in 2005, when the recommendation came to close Oceana 
Naval Air Station because of the Navy's concerns about 
development interfering with the base's flight operations. 
Caught by surprise, state and local elected leaders scrambled 
to put together a defense. 

Virginia Beach and state leaders eventually agreed to 
spend tens of millions of dollars buying property around the 
base to appease the Navy's concerns. 

Virginia Beach Mayor Will Sessoms said if another 
BRAC Commission comes, "There's no question we're better 
prepared than we were last time. A tremendous amount of 
lessons were learned from 2005." 

But Rep. Randy Forbes, R-Chesapeake, said nothing is 
certain. 

"Whenever you have a BRAC, it's a crapshoot," he said. 
"Even if you think something is secure, you don't know." 

Forbes said he would expect to exert some influence as 
chairman of a readiness subcommittee that would have to 
approve any BRAC legislation. 

He had sharp criticism of the Navy for backing off its 
plans for a 313-ship fleet, arguing that the new goal of a 286-
ship fleet is not adequate. 

The Pentagon proposal to mitigate fast-rising medical 
expenses by requiring some military retirees who are still of 
working age to pay more for Tricare coverage drew varying 
levels of concern. 

Rigell, whose district includes one of the largest 
concentrations of veterans in the country, said the Defense 
Department should not renege on a promise it made to 
veterans to cover health care. The military should look for 
savings somewhere else, he said. 

"You've got to do what you've got to do. You honor the 
commitment," said Rigell, a Virginia Beach Republican. Scott, 
a Newport News Democrat, agreed. 

Webb, a Democrat, said any increases in Tricare fees 
should be linked to cost-of-living increases. Warner, also a 
Democrat, said he wants to dig deeper into the issue but said 
it's not practical to have no increases in fees given the rise in 
medical costs. 
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32. International F-35 Sales Vital To Cost Stability: DoD 
(DEFENSE NEWS 14 FEB 12) ... Marcus Weisgerber 

The U.S. Defense Department is banking on international 
sales of the Lockheed Martin F-35 Joint Strike Fighter over 
the next five years to keep the program cost stable, according 
to a senior Pentagon official. 

If those foreign sales do not materialize over that period, 
know as the future years defense plan (FYDP), the price tag of 
the jet would grow for both U.S. and allied aircraft, according 
to Frank Kendall, the Pentagon’s acting acquisition executive. 

“There are some foreign sales that we do assume take 
place in the FYDP and that does affect what we think we can 
get for the money in our budget in our FYDP,” Kendall said 
after a speech at a defense industry conference in Arlington, 
Va.. “So if it changes, that would change that result.” 

Kendall’s comments come as international support for the 
behind-schedule and over-budget F-35 program wanes due to 
European financial woes. Published reports state Italy is 
preparing to announce plans to reduce its buy of the jet. 

Other European F-35 partners include Norway, Denmark, 
the Netherlands and United Kingdom. 

The Pentagon’s 2013 budget proposal, which was sent to 
Congress on Feb. 13, includes $9.2 billion for development 
and to purchase 29 aircraft 

DoD removed 13 aircraft from its 2013 purchasing plans 
and 179 total jet purchases between 2013 and 2017 so it can 
fix problems that have come to light during development. 

The Pentagon is purchasing aircraft at the same time it is 
testing them, a process called concurrency. The downside to 
this method is that early production jets might have to be 
modified to address flaws discovered during flight testing. 

“There is some money in the budget for concurrency,” 
Kendall said. “If we exceed that amount, then it will probably 
have to come out of production.” 

Pentagon officials claim the most recent restructure of the 
F-35 program will save DoD $15.1 billion over the next five 
years. 

Kendall, who has been nominated to become the 
undersecretary of defense for acquisition, technology and 
logistics, said he has yet to hear anything definitive about 
foreign partners modifying purchase plans. He said he spoke 
with one F-35 partner yesterday, who said their country was 
“probably on track in the near term.” 

“We’re encouraging them to stay with the program, 
obviously,” Kendall said of the program’s international 
partners. “We think we’re going to get there. We’re going to 
ramp up [production] as soon as we can. But they all have to 
make their own plans based on how they see the situation. 
We’re being very open with them about the design issues that 
we see and that we’re working on so they can make informed 
decisions.” 
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33. ONR Global Taking Off For Singapore Air Show 2012 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 14 FEB 12) ... Tina Bacas Gibson, Office of Naval Research  

ARLINGTON, Va. -- The Office of Naval Research 
(ONR) Global is showcasing unmanned systems Feb. 14-19 at 
the 2012 Singapore Air Show, the largest air show in Asia and 
one of the top three aerospace and defense events on the 
global industry calendar. 

"We want to share the technologies we're developing to 
position our future Sailors and Marines for success," said 
Cmdr. Joe Johnson, an associate director in ONR Global's 
Singapore office. "The Singapore Air Show provides ONR 
Global the opportunity to forge partnerships and exchange 
ideas with leading international companies and technologists 
throughout Asia and around the globe." 

Through its offices in London, Prague, Tokyo, Singapore, 
Santiago and International Liaison Office at Arlington, Va., 
ONR Global pursues international partnerships with 
organizations conducting basic and early applied research. The 
objective is to drive the execution of long-term strategic 
efforts that address future naval fleet and force needs. 

ONR Global can be found at Booth S69 exhibiting four 
technologies: the Stalker, Aerosonde and Shrike unmanned 
aerial systems and the Switchblade Loitering Air Munitions, 
products of the Marine Corps Warfighting Laboratory. 

With its theme of "Big Show, Big Opportunities," 
Singapore Air Show 2012 serves as a global marketplace and 
networking powerhouse for the world's commercial and 

military aviation organizations. Held every other year, the 
event brings together heads of the international aviation 
community, including key political and military leaders.  

The Singapore Air Show also features a series of high-
level conferences dedicated to leaders in the global aviation 
industry. Vice Chief of Naval Research Brig. Gen. Mark Wise 
will be the guest of honor at the Alternative Aviation Fuel in 
Asia & Association of Southeast Asian Nations Algae Biofuel 
Initiative conferences, held by the National University of 
Singapore. The aim of the conference is to introduce the 
development and potential use of alternative fuels into the 
aviation community, and bring together professionals 
interested in the development of algae-based bioenergy from 
the Southeast Asia region. 

ONR provides the science and technology necessary to 
maintain the Navy and Marine Corps' technological 
advantage. Through its affiliates, ONR is a leader in science 
and technology with engagement in 50 states, 30 countries, 
1,035 institutions of higher learning and more than 900 
industry partners. ONR employs approximately 1,065 people, 
comprising uniformed, civilian and contract personnel, with 
additional employees at the Naval Research Lab in 
Washington, D.C.  
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34. Navy Starts Countdown For Launch Of First MUOS Satellite  
Warfighters won’t gain benefits until next year 
(DEFENSE SYSTEMS 13 FEB 12) ... Terry Costlow 

With the launch its first Mobile User Objective System 
(MUOS) satellite set for the evening of Feb. 16, the Navy is 
highlighting that ability to provide a tenfold increase in 
bandwidth and the ability to communicate with warfighters on 
the move. However, those capabilities won’t begin until the 
launch of a second MUOS satellite, now set for summer 2013. 

Touting this weeks’ launch as a “significant milestone for 
the DOD and warfighters,” Navy Capt. Paul Ghyzel stressed 
the improvements that will come after the second launch. 
Communications on the move is a key benefit of what’s 
planned to be a five-satellite constellation. 

“When we bring MUOS on line, warfighters will be able 
to maintain communications while they’re moving,” said 
Ghyzel, who is program manager for the Navy 
Communications Satellite Program Office. “They’ll also have 
the ability to make phone calls and send data at 10 times the 
speed they have now. We’ll have worldwide coverage for all 
branches of our military and some allies, with point to point 
and networked capabilities that don’t exist today.” 

The satellite, being launched atop an Atlas 5 rocket, is one 
of the heaviest satellites ever launched, at 15,000 pounds. 
Each of the MUOS satellites will carry two segments, one that 
will communicate using legacy UHF technology and a second 
that uses 3G cellular technology, wideband code division 
multiple access.  

Despite his optimism during a conference call on Feb. 13 
three days before the launch, Ghyzel noted that warfighters 
won’t be able to use the new technology until after the launch 
of the second communications satellite in July 2013.  

“Between the launches, we’ll complete our ground station 
and in parallel we’ll complete the MUOS waveforms. Each 
branch will secure its own terminals to take advantage of the 
MUOS capabilities,” Ghyzel said. He also said the satellite 
will be tested during that time. 

Ghyzel said the cost estimate for the entire MUOS 
program is $5.3 billion. That includes launching the five 
satellites, building ground stations and supporting the Navy’s 
share of the Joint Tactical Radio System-developed waveform. 

 
Return to Index 
 

35. Navy Reservist Gives Insight Into Fire Scout Deployment 
(BAYNET (MD) 15 FEB 12) 

After a challenging nine months fielding a new unmanned 
system in Afghanistan, a Navy reservist recently visited 
Patuxent River to share his deployment experience before 
returning to civilian life in his North Carolina hometown. 

It has been a few weeks of transition for Cmdr. Brian 
Stephens, who left his home in Cherry Point, N.C., in April as 
a reservist bound for Afghanistan to support the Fire Scout 
unmanned helicopter’s first expeditionary deployment. 
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Before returning to his position as the fleet support team 
lead at Fleet Readiness Center East in North Carolina, 
Stephens is meeting with the Fire Scout team here in February 
to provide lessons learned from his experience as officer-in-
charge (OIC). As OIC of a 28-person detachment, Stephens 
oversaw day-to-day maintenance and operations for the 
unmanned vehicle. 

Stephens said the team was prepared for anything. “Every 
time something came up that we didn’t anticipate, we wanted 
to make sure to capture those lessons, and make sure we didn’t 
repeat them.”  

During the deployment, the detachment of three Fire 
Scout aircraft collected hundreds of hours of full-motion video 
for Regional Command North, providing critical situational 
awareness, intelligence, surveillance, and reconnaissance data. 
Afghanistan’s dry, dusty environment posed unique 
operational challenges for Stephens and the Fire Scout team. 

“The site we were working from was pretty remote,” 
Stephens said. “Communication … was difficult, and moving 
material back and forth, from here to our site in Afghanistan, 
was challenging, too.” 

Stephens said he was impressed with the team’s work to 
modify and deliver the system to such a harsh environment. 
He was also pleased with his fleet support team’s efforts to 
provide engineering and logistic support.  

The relatively new fleet support team is providing support 
to deployed Fire Scout units, ashore and afloat. They have a 
broad portfolio of products they are providing to detachments 
and to the program office, Stephens said.  

“They were our 9-1-1 to call and say we need help,” 
Stephens said. “It was their answers and quick response that 
made the difference in us getting Fire Scouts out on a mission 
supporting our units again.” 

Stephens returns to his civilian position in Cherry Point in 
late February with first-hand knowledge of the challenges 
facing a land-based Fire Scout detachment, and is eager to 
share his experiences in Afghanistan with his team. 

“We show in Afghanistan that with each [Fire Scout] 
deployment we are getting better and better,” Stephens added. 
“There is a lot of value that it is adding to the units in 
Afghanistan right now.” 

View clip (RT 1:29) 
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36. U.S. Navy Scouts JCU For Biofuels 
(ABC.NET BRISBANE 15 FEB 12) ... Paula Tapiolas  

James Cook University has showcased its biofuels site to 
officials from the U.S. Navy. The U.S. naval delegation toured 
Queensland earlier this month, inspecting bioenergy projects. 
This follows Premier Anna Bligh's announcement that 
Queensland researchers are preparing to make a bid to supply 
the U.S. Navy with biofuels for ships and planes.  

The group visited JCU's Microalgae Research and 
Development site. 

Professor Rocky de Nys, head of Aquaculture in the 
School of Marine and Tropical Biology explains the possible 
outcomes. 

Listen to clip (RT 6:51) 
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BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
37. News Of New Destroyers For Everett Base Shows Navy’s Commitment 
Addition of three destroyers erases fears of possibly losing base 
(THE HERALD (WA) 14 FEB 12) ... Gale Fiege 

EVERETT -- At a time when the federal government 
plans to cut defense spending, the presence of the Navy in 
Snohomish County is certain for now with the announcement 
Tuesday that more destroyer warships are coming to Everett. 

As three frigates at Naval Station Everett are 
decommissioned in the coming years, three destroyers are 
scheduled to arrive in their place. 

Not only does the move ensure a naval presence into the 
future, it means a 7 percent increase -- about 280 Sailors -- in 
Navy personnel here and presumably a boost to the economy, 
said U.S. Rep. Rick Larsen, D-Washington. 

"This shows that the Navy is committed," Larsen said. 
"While many military communities are worried about 
impending cuts to the Defense Department budget, the 
decision to bring the destroyers to Everett should relieve our 
community of any fears of losing the Navy station." 

The announcement also validates the local support for the 
naval station, Larsen said. 

"Everett has been supportive from the start," Larsen said. 
"And not only is Everett a strategically important location in 
the Pacific, its facilities are among the best the Navy has to 

offer, and it can take on more without new construction 
needed."  

Everett Mayor Ray Stephanson said the announcement is 
a huge relief.  

"There's a reason that Naval Station Everett is called the 
Sailor's choice, and we take a lot of pride in that," Stephanson 
said. "The news provides stability and predictability for the 
base and our community through the decade. This 
announcement is more about the future, and that's what I think 
is the critical part." 

The base's two 505-foot Arleigh Burke-class guided 
missile destroyers, the USS Momsen and USS Shoup, are to 
be joined over the next seven years by three new or modified 
ballistic missile defense-capable destroyers. 

Naval Station Everett's three 435-foot Oliver Hazard 
Perry-class frigates are to be decommissioned: the USS Ford 
in 2014, the USS Rodney M. Davis in 2016 and the USS 
Ingraham in 2019. All were commissioned in the 1980s. 

Larsen, who learned of the decision by Secretary of the 
Navy Ray Mabus on Friday, had lobbied since 2005 to bring 
more destroyers to Everett. The facility has plenty of room for 
more ships, Stephanson said. 
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"And we are not done pushing for more," Larsen said. 
Troy McClelland, chief executive officer for Economic 

Alliance Snohomish County, believes the Navy provides 
economic stability for the county. 

"It is great for businesses of all sizes, from retail to 
entertainment," McClelland said. "It's important for our 
confidence in the future." 

With the aircraft carrier USS Nimitz set to arrive in 
Everett within a few weeks, eventually Naval Station Everett 
will be the home base for six big warships and hundreds more 
Sailors. The increase in naval personnel at Everett should 
grow from about 3,956 to 4,235, Larsen said. 

Naval Station Everett public affairs officer Kristin Ching 
said it would be inappropriate for the base commander to 
comment about the news just yet. 

U.S. Senator Patty Murray, D-Wash., who is a member of 
the Defense Appropriations Subcommittee, said in a statement 
Tuesday that she also is pleased about the commitment from 
the Navy.  

"This is a major victory for Naval Station Everett, and it 
could not have been done without the tremendous support the 
community gives the base," Murray said. "I'm so glad the 
Navy has taken note of all Naval Station Everett has to offer." 

Larsen also believes the future of Whidbey Island Naval 
Air Station is secure. 

"All the Navy bases in the Pacific Northwest are on the 
Navy's map for good reason," Larsen said. "We are important 
in the Asia-Pacific security strategy." 
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38. Lawmakers Determined To Defend Portsmouth Naval Shipyard 
(SEACOAST ONLINE 14 FEB 12) ... Danielle Ryan 

WASHINGTON — Sen. Jeanne Shaheen, D-N.H., 
Tuesday called on Defense Secretary Leon Panetta to provide 
Congress with a “comprehensive assessment of the savings” 
achieved during the most recent Base Realignment and 
Closure round in 2005.  

Shaheen’s request came during a session of the Senate 
Armed Services Committee, of which she is a member. 
Panetta testified a day after the release of President Barack 
Obama’s proposed $614 billion defense budget for the fiscal 
year that begins next October. 

The Portsmouth Naval Shipyard escaped closure during 
the 2005 BRAC process: The Pentagon’s recommendation that 
the shipyard be shut down prompted a fierce counterattack by 
members of Congress from the region, and the BRAC 
commission ultimately overturned the Defense Department’s 
request. 

But members of Congress are once again worried that 
Portsmouth’s shipyard, which employs between 4,500 and 
4,600 people, could be on the table during the upcoming 
BRAC round. Obama’s latest budget proposal seeks two 
additional BRAC rounds, although the timing of the next 
round remains unclear.  

In response to questioning from Shaheen on Tuesday, 
Panetta was supportive, although he made no commitments. 

“We absolutely have to maintain the industrial base we 
have, and the shipyards in your area — and the other 
shipyards we deal with — are extremely important to our 
ability to respond to the needs that we have,” he said. “We’re 
going to do everything possible to work with you.” 

During Tuesday’s hearing, Sen. Kelly Ayotte, R-N.H., 
who also serves on the Armed Services Committee, voiced 
opposition to another BRAC round. 

“I appreciate very much that we need to find savings in 
defense in a way that does not undermine our national security 
— no question — but please count me out when it comes to 
BRAC,” she said. 

At a briefing earlier this month, Shaheen joined Senate 
colleagues from New Hampshire and Maine in expressing 
serious concerns regarding the request for another BRAC 
round, given that the savings made from previous rounds 
remain unclear. 

Shaheen contended Tuesday that the Portsmouth Naval 
Shipyard avoided closure in 2005 due to its high level of 
effectiveness, and she said the base has continued to operate 
well since then, despite the backlog facing the country’s 
shipyards. 

“They just delivered the USS San Juan attack submarine 
eight days ahead of schedule,” she declared. 
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39. Navy Moving Hospital Ship Comfort To Virginia 
Fixture of Baltimore waterfront to set sail in 2013 
(BALTIMORE SUN 14 FEB 12) ... Matthew Hay Brown and Steve Kilar 

WASHINGTON — The USNS Comfort, the white-hulled 
hospital ship that has been a fixture of the Baltimore 
waterfront for a quarter-century, is moving next year to 
Norfolk, Va., the Navy announced Tuesday. 

Maryland officials had fought the move of the ship, 
whose missions have included supporting service members in 
Iraq and helping earthquake victims in Haiti. 

Former Rep. Helen Delich Bentley, who helped to bring 
the ship to Baltimore in the 1980s and worked with the current 
congressional delegation to keep it, called the decision a 
symbolic and an economic blow to the region. 

"The Comfort, and what happens with it here, probably 
generates a conservative 35, 40 million dollars a year," said 
Bentley, a consultant to the Maryland Port Administration and 
the port of Baltimore. "That will be lost." 

The U.S. Fleet Forces Command said the move from a 
commercial lay-up berth in Canton to a secure military pier at 
Naval Station Norfolk would save $1.7 million in the first year 
and $2.1 million a year after that. 

"The Navy alleges that it will be cheaper in Norfolk," 
Bentley said. "We don't agree with that. But we weren't able to 
prove it." 
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A spokeswoman for Gov. Martin O'Malley said the 
governor had discussed the Comfort with Navy Secretary Ray 
Mabus. 

"We are looking at the potential impact, but certainly 
understand the cost-cutting that is happening at every level of 
government," spokeswoman Raquel Guillory said. 

The Fleet Forces Command said the transfer would allow 
the ship to make better use of the naval logistics hub and 
industrial base in Norfolk, move the military members 
assigned to the ship closer to other military facilities, and 
position the vessel nearer to the open sea. 

The Comfort's current contract with Keystone Ship 
Berthing continues through May 2013. The Navy plans to 
transfer the vessel on or around March 1, 2013. 

Converted from an oil tanker to a 1,000-bed medical 
center in 1987, the 894-foot vessel employs 18 civilians and 
59 naval personnel. 

For deployments, it takes on additional civilian crew 
members and draws on physicians, nurses, technicians and 
other staff from the Walter Reed National Naval Medical 
Center in Bethesda, the Naval Academy and Naval Air Station 
Patuxent River in St. Mary's County. 

The Navy had berthed the Comfort in Baltimore, which is 
a half-day's sail from the open ocean, in part for its proximity 
to the Bethesda medical center. A move to Norfolk would put 
the ship within a few miles of the Naval Medical Center 
Portsmouth and at the edge of the Atlantic Ocean. 

Officially, the mission of the Comfort is to provide 
emergency medical and surgical care for U.S. troops in 
combat. It deployed to the Persian Gulf War in 1991 and the 
Iraq War in 2003. 

But the Comfort generally has proved too slow and 
cumbersome to be useful as an emergency hospital. In recent 
years it has been used primarily for humanitarian relief 
missions. 

The ship's medical crew treated nearly 1,000 survivors of 
the 2010 earthquake in Haiti during a two-month mission. It 
also responded to the attacks of Sept. 11, 2001, in New York 
and Hurricane Katrina in New Orleans in 2005. 

The ship returned in September from a five-month 
humanitarian mission to nine countries in the Caribbean and 
Central and South America. 

Maryland officials had fought the move to Norfolk for at 
least 18 months. The Navy sought $10 million in 2010 to 
upgrade a pier in Norfolk to accommodate the ship when its 
Keystone contract expired. 

Only two years earlier, the Navy had paid $5 million to 
upgrade the Comfort's Canton berth. The Navy has paid 
Keystone $1 million annually to keep the ship in Baltimore. 

Sen. Barbara A. Mikulski, a Maryland Democrat, sought 
federal funding to study the effect the move would have on the 
Comfort's wartime and humanitarian missions. 

Rep. C.A. Dutch Ruppersberger, a Baltimore County 
Democrat, introduced legislation to require the Navy to 
conduct a cost-benefit analysis before making a decision. 

Neither Mikulski nor Ruppersberger could be reached for 
comment Tuesday evening. 

"The USNS Comfort has long been a source of pride and 
jobs for its home, the port of Baltimore, and the rest of the 
region," Ruppersberger said in 2010. "When a catastrophe like 
Hurricane Katrina or the recent earthquake in Haiti strikes, 
time is of the essence. The Comfort and its team of military 
medical professionals quickly answer the call to serve." 

Comfort's future home, Norfolk's Pier 1, is undergoing 
maintenance that is not expected to be finished until January 
2013, a U.S. Fleet Forces Command spokesman, Lt. Cmdr. 
Mike Kafka, said. The work began in September. 

Kafka did not know how many naval personnel would be 
transferred with the ship to Norfolk, or when civilian 
personnel in Baltimore would no longer be necessary. 

Bentley said Baltimore could bid for a ship to replace the 
Comfort — "but it won't be as remunerative." The port is 
home to nine other Military Sealift Command and Maritime 
Administration ships. 

"I'm crying," she said. "We'll keep alert for any bids 
coming out, and hopefully we'll get something." 
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40. Bigger, Better Aircraft Carrier Pier Completed 
(KITSAP SUN 14 FEB 12) 

BREMERTON — Navy officials and U.S. Rep. Norm 
Dicks celebrated the completion of a $124.5 million aircraft 
carrier pier Monday at Naval Base Kitsap. 

Dicks, D-Belfair, called it the most significant Puget 
Sound Naval Shipyard improvement in decades. The longer 
and stronger pier will not only give the shipyard the ability to 
more efficiently work on Nimitz-class aircraft carriers like the 
USS John C. Stennis and USS Ronald Reagan but the new 
Gerald Ford-class flattops. It also provides homeport berthing 
space for another carrier at Naval Base Kitsap. 

Crews from the joint venture Nova Group/Tutor-Saliba of 
Napa, Calif., demolished the 66-year-old pier, replacing it 
with one that's more than twice as wide (120 feet) and 125 feet 
longer (1,320 feet). It contains 6 million pounds of reinforced 
steel, 13,000 yards of concrete, more than 5 miles of piping 
and 14 miles of electrical cabling. 

The pier supports aircraft carriers while they're 
undergoing maintenance in adjacent Dry Dock 6. There should 
be less waste, transportation and waiting because workers will 
be closer to the work site. 

"I can't wait until we start using it more," said Capt. Mark 
Whitney, shipyard commanding officer. "We are poised for 
the future. We are very close to being able to have the Ford 
class here, the next-generation aircraft carrier." 

During construction, USS Nimitz completed an overhaul 
Nov. 1 in Dry Dock 6 and the pier was ready for the arrival of 
USS Ronald Reagan on Jan. 10. 

"It's really nice to see (Ronald Reagan) pulled up to the 
pier, everything plugged in and turned on and everything 
working very, very well," said Scott Victor, president of Nova 
Group. He said the project came in on time and on budget. 
Construction began in May 2008. 
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41. Army Corps Seeks Comments On Proposed Navy Wharf  
(KITSAP SUN 14 FEB 12) 

BANGOR — The Army Corps of Engineers and 
Washington Department of Ecology are seeking comments on 
an application from the Navy to build and operate a second 
explosives handling wharf at Naval Base Kitsap-Bangor. 

The Navy is pursuing a permit from the Corps and a water 
quality certification from the Ecology Department. 

The Navy project would include a 632- by 250-foot 
overwater concrete wharf, 688- by 40-foot warping wharf and 
81,000 square feet of overwater approach trestles, built on 
1,250 steel piles. The facility would support mission 
requirements for the Trident submarine fleet. It would be built 
over five years. 

The Navy published a draft environmental impact 
statement and supplement to it last year, and will prepare a 
final EIS. The documents can be viewed at 
www.nbkeis.com/ehw/. 

The joint public notice can be viewed at 
www.nws.usace.army.mil by selecting "Regulatory/Permits" 
then "Public Notices" then click the "Public Notice Archives" 
link at the bottom of the page. 

The complete public notice for the application is online at 
www.nws.usace.army.mil/PublicMenu/documents/REG/NWS
-2009-572-PN.pdf. 

The Corps is accepting comments until Feb. 26. They can 
be sent to catherine.m.blackwell@usace.army.mil or Catherine 
Blackwell, CENWS-OD-RG, PO Box 3755, Seattle, WA 
98124-3755. Send Ecology comments to Washington State 
Department of Ecology, Attn: SEA program-Federal Permit 
Coordinator, PO Box 47600, Olympia, WA 98504 or email 
ecyrefedpermits@ecy.wa.gov. Include the reference "U.S. 
Navy (Bangor), NWS-2009-572." 
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42. Obama's Budget Contains $106.4 Million For GWA; What's It For?  
(PACIFIC NEWS CENTER 15 FEB 12) ... Kevin Kerrigan 

Guam - Buried in President Obama's proposed 2013 
Budget is a request for $106.4 million dollars for Guam water 
and wastewater infrastructure.  

Seeking more details about that appropriation we 
contacted Congresswoman Bordallo's office for details on that 
appropriation and they provided us with the following "budget 
justification" in the President's Budget Bill. 

As a result of the fragile state of Guam’s water and 
wastewater infrastructure, remedies and new infrastructure are 
required to support growth resulting from the US Marine 
Corps relocation to Guam. 

The Department of the Navy and the Environmental 
Protection Agency completed a review of Guam water and 
wastewater requirements, which concluded that capital 
improvements totaling $1.25 billion were necessary to support 
direct, indirect and induced growth resulting from the 
relocation. 

Of the $1.25 billion, the Government of Japan is funding 
$587 million in requirements. The $106.4 million requested 
for Fiscal Year 2013 will be the first portion of a multiyear 
DoD program to assist with the implementation of the balance 
of water and wastewater projects associated with the 
relocation. Specific severable projects to be implemented in 
Fiscal Year 2013 were identified by a collaborative effort of 

the Department of Defense, the Environmental Protection 
Agency and the Guam Waterworks Authority. 

Water system supply and transmission projects include:  
* supply well improvements and repairs; 
* water well and master meter calibration and 

replacement; 
*distribution system repairs and replacement; 
*modification of the Ugum water treatment plant intake; 
*new water booster pump stations; and a segment of the 

North-South water transmission line. 
Wastewater system projects include:  
* installing backup power at wastewater pump stations; 
* pump station repairs; remediation of leaking 

underground storage tank sites; 
* replacing a portion of failing asbestos cement pipe 

sewers; 
* rehabilitation and repair of sewer manholes. 
General system projects include:  
vehicles, laboratory, land survey, and health and safety. 
"The DoD is requesting authority to implement the 

socioeconomic and water and wastewater project funds 
through the Office of Economic Adjustment." 
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43. Amid Image Of Ire Toward U.S. Bases, Okinawans’ True Views Vary 
(NEW YORK TIMES 15 FEB 12) ... Martin Fackler 

HENOKO, Japan — At first glance, this tiny fishing 
village can appear a hotbed of the sort of Okinawan anger that 
has damaged America’s ties with Japan. Near Henoko’s 
docks, demonstrators in tents recently marked the 2,850th day 
of their vigil against construction of a United States Marine 
airfield. 

But wander up Henoko’s narrow streets, and the villagers 
will tell you a different story. They say the activists are 
outsiders. Most residents, they say, still support the village’s 
“painful decision” of more than a decade ago to accept the 

planned air base, with its noise and risk of crashes, in 
exchange for jobs and compensation payments. 

“Of course, it would be better not to have the air base, but 
we are not dogmatic like them,” Masaaki Shiroma, a 
community association leader, said as he nodded toward the 
tent encampment. 

This southern island can often seem united in its 
resistance to the new airfield at Henoko and, more broadly, to 
the large number of military bases that the United States has 
maintained here since the end of World War II. But look more 
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deeply and a nuanced picture emerges, one that seems to offer 
a possible chance of some sort of compromise. 

There is much truth to the image of an angry Okinawa, an 
island of 1.4 million residents about two-thirds the size of 
Rhode Island. Much of the resentment over the large 
American military presence is focused on one base, Marine 
Corps Air Station Futenma, a busy heliport that has come to 
symbolize the island’s burden because of its dangerous 
location in the middle of a city, Ginowan. The United States 
and Japan first agreed to move the base in 1996 to appease 
Okinawan outrage over the rape of a schoolgirl by three 
American servicemen, later choosing Henoko, in the island’s 
less populated north, as the site to build a replacement airfield. 

But construction never started because, local leaders say, 
the Henoko agreement failed to address Okinawans’ 
resentment at the oversize American presence on the island, 
which is host to two-thirds of the 37,000 shore-based United 
States military personnel in Japan. The biggest setback came 
two years ago, when the prime minister at the time, Yukio 
Hatoyama, broke an election promise to move the base off the 
island entirely, which only seemed to confirm Tokyo’s 
willingness to allow the Americans to remain on Okinawa. 

Both the American and the Japanese governments still 
formally support the original plan to move the Futenma base 
to Henoko. However, opinion polls show that about 80 percent 
of voters on Okinawa now oppose it, enough for many 
analysts and politicians to proclaim the agreement to be as 
good as dead. 

But look across Okinawa’s divided political spectrum and 
the depth of that opposition varies. For those on the left, the 
Futenma base had become a symbol not only of an unfair base 
burden but also of a history of discrimination by Japan, going 
back to its 1879 annexation of this once independent Kingdom 
of the Ryukyus. 

A similarly large bloc of voters on the right, though 
sharing some of this anger, supported the Futenma relocation 
plan until recently. They voice more concern about national 
security issues and support the bases as a way to help offset 
the rising threat of China, just across the East China Sea. They 
say they also want the jobs and other money the bases bring to 
Okinawa, by many measures the poorest of Japan’s 47 
prefectures. 

Many conservatives turned against the Henoko plan two 
years ago, in the popular outrage that followed Mr. 
Hatoyama’s broken promise. The Okinawa chapter of the 
right-leaning Liberal Democratic Party broke ranks with the 
party’s national headquarters in Tokyo and opposed moving 
the base to the village. In late 2010, the island’s L.D.P.-backed 
governor, Hirokazu Nakaima, won re-election by switching to 
an antibase platform. 

“We had to reverse our position for political survival,” 
said Sunao Ikema, the secretary general of the L.D.P.’s 
Okinawa chapter. 

In interviews, Mr. Ikema and other L.D.P. members did 
not exclude the possibility of changing their position once 
again, this time in support of the base, once public passions 
showed signs of cooling. But at best, conservative leaders and 
political analysts said that allowing construction of a new air 
base on Okinawa would take time, and would probably require 
scrapping the current agreement for some other approach. 

The governor, Mr. Nakaima, declined a request for an 
interview, but Vice Governor Kanetoshi Yoseda indicated that 
it would be difficult to go back to supporting the relocation 
without clearer signs of receding public passions. Some 
analysts say that could come in June, when conservatives will 
try to regain control of the 48-seat prefectural assembly, where 
they now hold 22 seats. That prospect has many on the left 
alarmed that their side may be losing momentum. 

“We need to keep up the pressure on Governor Nakaima 
to prevent him from backsliding,” said Yoichi Iha, the 
Communist Party-backed anti-base candidate who lost the 
Ginowan mayoral election. “If Okinawa keeps saying no, then 
Tokyo and America have no choice but to give up.” 

Conservatives agreed that a new relocation deal might be 
possible if the Japanese government took new steps to lower 
the overall base footprint on Okinawa. But many Okinawans 
were pessimistic, saying that would require a level of political 
leadership that is lacking in Tokyo and Washington. 

Some analysts said that the two nations did make a 
promising gesture earlier this month, when they announced an 
intention to continue with a nearly two-decade-old agreement 
to remove 8,000 of the 18,000 Marines on Okinawa. While 
analysts said that more concessions were needed, the reduction 
in Marines might be a step toward eventually softening 
Okinawan resistance to relocating the Futenma air base 
elsewhere on the island. 

The still potent political forces in support of a 
compromise are visible in Nago, the city whose jurisdiction 
includes Henoko. An anti-base candidate won the mayoralty in 
Nago two years ago by a narrow margin, but many people 
there say now that a slowing local economy could revive 
support for moving the base, and the resulting jobs, from 
Ginowan. Last October, the previous mayor and other local 
L.D.P. leaders held a rally of 2,200 local business owners to 
support the planned base. 

Those sentiments were echoed here in Henoko, where 
many of the 1,800 residents said that opinions were split about 
three-to-one in favor of construction. But residents warned 
that further delays could erode that support. Mr. Shiroma, the 
neighborhood leader in Toyohara, which includes part of 
Henoko, said that villagers were weary of being left dangling 
by Tokyo’s inability to build the base after nearly two 
decades. 

“If Tokyo doesn’t really want the Marines here, then just 
tell us,” said Mr. Shiroma, 67. “The hardest part is this lack of 
direction.” 
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44. Rare Chance To Visit Battleship In Bay Area 
(CONTRA COSTA TIMES (CA) 14 FEB 12) ... Thomas Peele 

RICHMOND -- All day people climbed the steep 
gangway to board the USS Iowa and hear 87-year-old John 

Wolfinbarger tell stories about serving on the battleship during 
World War II. 
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"I was aboard the Iowa for all of its (Pacific Theatre) 
battles," he said, standing near the ship's sleek prow one 
Saturday morning, not far from six of its murderous big guns, 
talking of his time as a young Sailor.  

During the battle of Saipan in 1944, "I was way up there," 
he said, pointing high toward the ship's superstructure. "We 
were bombarding (Saipan) all night long."  

The next morning the enemy launched a massive air strike 
against the U.S. fleet, Wolfinbarger recalled. A torpedo 
bomber made it through "a sea of fire" from the Iowa and its 
escorts, and flew right over his head without dropping its 
torpedo in the water. 

"His mechanism must have jammed," Wolfinbarger said. 
"Either that or he saved it. What they were really after were 
our (aircraft) carriers."  

The enemy pilot never got the chance, though. Seconds 
later a shell out of a three-inch gun blew the plane out of the 
sky. 

That is just one of the stories told by Wolfinbarger, a 
volunteer docent who commutes from his home in San Martin 
south of San Jose on weekends, while the Iowa is docked at 
the Port of Richmond for cleanup work and painting before 
being towed in the spring to Los Angeles, where it will 
become a museum.  

Until it leaves, the battle ship is open to the public for 
limited touring on Saturdays and Sundays. 

The ship spent the last decade mothballed in Suisun Bay 
off Benicia. Members of the nonprofit Pacific Battleship 
Center work to make the most of its time in Richmond as they 
prepare the vessel for what could be its final voyage. 

The goal is to figure out "how do we make it a living 
attraction? How do you bring it alive?" said Jonathan 
Williams, the group's vice president.  

Earlier this month, dozens of volunteers tore up rotted 
wooden decking, opened long-forgotten watertight doors and 
ushered visitors aboard. Even with only a small portion of the 
887-foot ship open to the public and years of work ahead 
before it is fully restored, as many as a 1,000 people are 
visiting each weekend, Williams said. 

"I am just curious to see the ship," said Marilyn Kelple, 
who drove from Sacramento on Feb. 4 to look around the 
Iowa. "They don't build them like this anymore." 

"We get to set foot on a real battleship, one of the last 
ever built," said Karl Okamoto, who accompanied Kelple.  

The Navy awarded the Iowa to Williams' group late last 
year after efforts to make it a museum in San Francisco, 
Vallejo and Stockton failed.  

It is regarded as one of the most historic ships in naval 
history. 

The Iowa was launched in New York in August 1942 as 
the head of the last class of battleships built by the United 

States. It ferried President Franklin Roosevelt to Northern 
Africa for war councils in 1943 and moved to the Pacific in 
1944. However, it never engaged in a battle for which it was 
ultimately designed -- dueling with another battleship -- 
instead firing thousands of heavy shells at Japanese held 
islands and protecting aircraft carriers. 

During the Korean War, the Iowa again was used in 
dozens of bombardments before being mothballed from 1958 
until 1982, when President Ronald Reagan ordered the ship 
returned to service as a show of Cold War force. 

In April 1989, an explosion in one of the ship's gun turrets 
during a training exercise killed 47 Sailors. The disaster has 
been blamed on both a murder-suicide plot by an individual 
Sailor and an electrical accident. 

How to best honor the men who died in the turret is still 
being decided, Williams said. Families of the dead "want it 
sealed off out of respect," he said. "And we are listening to 
how they want it memorialized."  

Plans are for at least one of the 16-inch gun turrets to be 
accessible, he said. Much of the bridge and superstructure will 
eventually be open to the public, as well as areas below deck. 
Those areas include a bathtub that was installed for Roosevelt, 
who could not stand because of polio. For now, though, the 
Roosevelt's quarters are not open to the public. 

But that didn't stop Wolfinbarger from visiting them a few 
years ago during a tour while the ship was in Suisun Bay. He 
said he even jumped in the famous bathtub for a photograph. 

But his love of the ship goes far beyond simply having his 
snapshot taken. 

Sitting alone in a chair on the foredeck before the crowds 
came, Wolfinbarger spoke emotionally about what it means to 
him to be back aboard the ship and finally seeing its 
preservation taking place around him. He said he will head 
south to volunteer on the ship when he can. 

"This ship has done a lot to win the war," he said, his 
voice breaking, tears forming in the corner of his eyes behind 
sunglasses. "It was an honor to serve on (the Iowa). I am not 
going to say it was a pleasure because nothing in war is a 
pleasure. This is a piece of history." 

When visitors came, Wolfinbarger stood to meet them, 
often framing his face with his hands and pointing -- at the 
bridge, at the giant cannons, their barrels seeming as big as 
factory smokestacks. 

"This was your boat?" a man said to him, a hint of 
amazement in his voice. 

"This was my boat," Wolfinbarger answered, another 
story beginning, the Iowa's history very much alive.  

View clip (RT 4:07) 
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45. Update On Sale Of Naval Station Ingleside 
(KIII TV (TX) 14 FEB 12) 

CORPUS CHRISTI  - The latest efforts to sell and re-
develop the Port-owned property that used to be Naval Station 
Ingleside is at the top of the headlines. 

Key officials now say they plan to actively market the 
property to potential buyers.  Of course earlier this year, A 
Houston based startup company, Canyon Supply and 

Logistics, failed to meet the financial terms of a sales 
agreement and so their deal was canceled. 

One thing the Port is doing is going back to old contacts 
that expressed interest in the property before the deal with 
Canyon.  The Port has now been marketing the base for more 
than 14 months.  A spokesman for the Port says while the 
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property itself makes for a fantastic naval base, it's hard for 
another entity, be it an individual or an organization to come 
in and want to buy the whole property because of it's diversity 
and all of it's different pieces. 

A Port spokesman says the Port would like to sell the 
property as one entity, but they also realize that it might have 
to be split up and so they will entertain those offers as well. 

"We have some income coming in from the property that 
is now covering our expenses, so we don't have to take the 
first thing that come across.  We are looking at a very strategic 
plan on marketing the property," says Sandy Sanders, Deputy 
Port Director. 

Sanders says they are hearing from different folks and 
organizations interested in the property.  He wouldn't give 
names, but says the Port will make sure it does its due 
diligence in vetting interested buyers, to make sure that not 
only do they have the interest, but that they have the money to 
match their interest. 

As part of this, the Port is partnering with the Corpus 
Christi Economic Development Corporation.  They'll be 
putting together a request for qualification and then will look 
for a broker of record to help market the property. 

View clip (RT 1:57) 
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NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
46. Senate Committee Debates Defense Budget 
(CNN 14 FEB 12) ... Larry Shaughnessy 

Washington -- Some of the Senate's big guns opened fire 
Tuesday on the new defense budget request, calling it 
"unacceptable" and saying they were "seriously concerned." 

But the Pentagon's biggest gun fired back, with Defense 
Secretary Leon Panetta telling the members of the Senate 
Armed Services Committee that the budget is Congress' test of 
whether cutting the deficit is about "talk or action." 

Tuesday's hearing was the start of several days of 
testimony on Capitol Hill focused on the 2013 defense budget 
request that proposes cuts of tens of thousands of troops, 
reduces the U.S. fleet of warplanes and slows down ship-
building in order to meet billions of dollars in cuts mandated 
by Congress when it passed the Budget Control Act last 
summer. 

Over the span of 10 years, the Pentagon will reduce its 
budget by more than $500 billion. 

Sen. John McCain of Arizona, the leading Republican on 
the committee, immediately criticized the spending plan. 

"I can say today that I do not fully endorse this budget 
request. Indeed, I am seriously concerned about how we 
arrived at this point," McCain said. 

Sen. Joseph Lieberman, I-Connecticut, was even more 
critical. 

"I consider this budget an unacceptable risk," he said. 
Panetta agreed with Lieberman, to an extent. 
"Let me be clear. You can't take a half a trillion dollars 

out of the defense budget and not incur additional risks. We 
believe they are acceptable risks, but there are risks," Panetta 
explained. 

But, he said, not addressing the nation's financial crisis is 
even riskier. "This will be a test for all of us of whether 
reducing the deficit is about talk or about action." 

Two aspects of defense spending that are not addressed in 
the budget drew the attention of the senators on the committee 
-- sequestration and a proposal to realign bases. 

Sequestration is the automatic round of future defense 
cuts included in last summer's budget deal in the event the 
Congress does not succeed in passing necessary budget cuts, a 
move that's meant to be politically painful. 

McCain said sequestration "would be catastrophic for our 
national defense." 

Panetta himself has called sequestration a potential 
disaster. "This is why Congress must do everything possible to 

make sure that we avoid sequestration. We are more than 
prepared to work with the Congress to try to develop an 
approach that will de-trigger sequestration," he said. 

When introducing the strategy for the new budget, the 
Department of Defense also suggested that Congress consider 
two more rounds of BRAC -- or Base Realignment and 
Consolidation, the process under which old, outdated or 
redundant military bases in the U.S. are closed down and sold 
off to save money. But critics claim the BRAC process costs 
more in the short term than it could save. 

"Before we consider another round of BRAC, the 
department ought to take a hard look at whether further 
reduction in bases can be made overseas, particularly in 
Europe," suggested committee chairman Sen. Carl Levin, D-
Michigan. 

Sen. Kelly Ayotte, R-New Hampshire, cited a 
Government Accountability Office report about the high cost 
of BRAC. "We're not going to see any savings from the 2005 
BRAC until 2018," she said. 

While the hearing was called to discuss the budget, 
several other defense-related issues came up in the 
discussions. 

Among them was the Obama administration's 
consideration of a proposal to send five Taliban leaders now 
being held at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, to Qatar as part of an 
effort to jump-start negotiations to end the fighting in 
Afghanistan. 

The opposition to that idea was bipartisan. 
"I am concerned," Levin said. "Such a significant step 

strikes me as premature." 
McCain pointed out that "a quarter of those who have 

been released (from Guantanamo Bay) in the past have gone 
back into fight." 

Panetta said that by law, no one can be released without 
his certification. "I'm convinced that in this kind of situation 
those steps are taken to ensure that these individuals do not 
wind up going back to the battlefield. I'm not going to certify 
that kind of transfer." 

The discussion also touched on the cases of 16 Americans 
working for humanitarian groups who are facing charges in 
Egypt related to their work. 

Gen. Martin Dempsey, the chairman of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff, was asked about his recent visit to Egypt, which he said 
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was planned before "the non-governmental organization crisis 
-- and it is a crisis." 

"I am convinced that potentially they were 
underestimating the impact of this on our relationship," 
Dempsey said. "When I left there, there was no doubt that they 
understood the seriousness of it. But I'd like to add... I know of 
the amendment that's being proposed to break our military 
relationship and cut off all aid, and I think, my personal 
military judgment is that would be a mistake." 

Moving to Iran, Panetta was asked about a Washington 
Post column in which the columnist claims the defense 
secretary believes Israel will attack Iran's nuclear program this 
spring. 

"I think as the president has suggested, I think we do not 
think that Israel has made that decision," Panetta said. 

"So you do not have a position as to whether it is likely 
that Israel will make such an attack this spring?" asked Sen. 
Roger Wicker, R-Mississippi. 

"I do not," Panetta replied. 
Sen. Lindsey Graham, R-South Carolina, focused on the 

problem of computer hacking and China. 
"If we could find that the People's Liberation Army was 

involved in hacking into our defense infrastructure, would you 
consider that a hostile act by the Chinese?" Graham asked. 

"I would consider it to be a crime," Dempsey said. 
Graham said he'd be having lunch soon after the hearing 

with China's vice president, who's visiting Washington. 
"What do you want me to tell him?" the South Carolina 

senator asked. 
"Happy Valentine's Day," Dempsey replied. 
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47. Honoring America's First Black Marines 
They faced racism and the enemy. Soon, they will receive a top honor. 
(PHILADELPHIA INQUIRER 15 FEB 12) ... Vernon Clark 

At boot camp, they endured snakes, mosquitoes, 
substandard housing, and intense physical training. 

In the South Pacific, they faced the Japanese. Yet, through 
World War II and beyond, these 19,000 black men also 
confronted segregation and racism to serve as U.S. Marines. 

They are the Montford Point Marines, named for the 
segregated facility where they were trained in North Carolina 
from 1942 until 1949. 

This spring, these first black Marines - about 400 who are 
still alive - will be honored at the U.S. Capitol Visitors Center 
in Washington with the Congressional Gold Medal, the 
country's highest civilian honor for distinguished achievement. 
There are 10 living Montford Point Marines in the 
Philadelphia area, officials said. 

"It makes me proud to be a part of this history, said John 
"Zeke" Clouser, 90, of Philadelphia, a former drill instructor, 
who served from 1943 to "the last day of 1965." 

"Nowadays, most of the blacks in the Marine Corps, they 
didn't know about us. We were the pathfinders. I'm one of 
those who paved the way for them," Clouser said during a 
recent meeting of the Philadelphia chapter of the Montford 
Point Marine Association, a fraternal organization dedicated to 
preserving the legacy of the first black Marines. 

Clouser was among the men who broke the color barrier 
in the last branch of the service to admit blacks. 

In 1941, President Franklin D. Roosevelt issued an 
executive order that banned race-based exclusion from 
employment in the military and defense industries. 

The measure opened the door for blacks to join the 
Marines, which then adopted a policy of strict racial 
segregation. 

The next year - in the midst of World War II - the Marine 
Corps built a training base for blacks at Montford Point on 
land about five miles from all-white Camp Lejeune near 
Jacksonville, N.C. 

The men were housed in huts made of corrugated metal 
on land infested with snakes and mosquitoes. 

"They had green huts with no toilets. They had to walk up 
the street for the toilet. No running water," said Joe Geeter, 
national public relations officer for the Montford Point Marine 
Association, who lives in Limerick, Pa. 

The early Montford Point Marines, about 13,000, served 
in the Pacific Theater, on Iwo Jima, Guam, Saipan, Okinawa, 
and other islands. Many were assigned to guard duty. Others 
were members of segregated ammunition and depot 
companies, led by white officers. Those units delivered 
munitions and supplies to front-line troops. Thirteen Montford 
Point Marines were killed in World War II. The Marines 
became fully integrated during the 1950s. 

In a December letter to the Marine Corps, announcing 
President Obama's signing of a bill to award the Congressional 
Gold Medal, Gen. James F. Amos, commandant of the Marine 
Corps, hailed the Montford Point Marines. 

"These men served in battle, provided critical supplies to 
those on the front lines and evacuated the wounded to safety," 
Amos said. "They did their jobs with professionalism and ably 
proved their courage in epic battles of the Pacific like Saipan, 
Iwo Jima, and Okinawa." 

Amos said these leathernecks "carried their exceptional 
strength of character" to their lives after the service, becoming 
mayors, ministers, lawyers, physicians and educators. Some 
integrated the nation's shipyards, he said. 

"Their legacy of courage and perseverance is an 
inspiration to all Marines," Amos said. The Montford Point 
Marines will be honored at the Black Engineer of the Year 
Awards' Annual Stars and Stripes Dinner on Friday at 7 p.m. 
in the Grand Ballroom of the Marriott Philadelphia 
Downtown. A Marine official said Amos was expected to 
attend. 

A few prominent black leaders in Philadelphia were 
Montford Point Marines. 

Among them are the late Cecil B. Moore, former City 
Councilman, lawyer and civil rights activist, who was a drill 
sergeant; Floyd Alston, former president of the Philadelphia 
Board of Education and founder of Beech Interplex, a North 
Philadelphia community development corporation, a sergeant; 
and William T. "Mr. C" Carney, acclaimed drummer and jazz 
band leader, a private first class. 

Asked about his time in the Marines, Carney, known for 
his work with his late wife, organist Trudy Pitts, and other key 
Philadelphia musicians, said his experience was both good and 
bad. 
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"It depends on your nature and attitude. You can take 
anything and make it negative or positive," Carney said. "It 
pays to make it positive." 

He said his time on the aircraft carrier USS Hornet in the 
Pacific and his Montford Point training "made me be more 
profound in life. I had some proud moments. 

"When I came home on liberty, black folks would be 
looking at me, and kids wanted to touch my uniform because 
they hadn't seen any black Marines," Carney said. 

The Philadelphia area is home to 10 Montford Point 
Marines. 

They are Floyd Alston of Philadelphia; Willie Brown of 
Philadelphia; William T. "Mr. C" Carney of Philadelphia; 
John "Zeke" Clouser of Philadelphia, Max Daniels of 
Belmawr, N.J.; Phillip Herout of Philadelphia; Joseph Ginyard 
of Philadelphia; Wesley Lowery of New Castle, Del.; Thomas 
Turner of Devon; and Al Willis of Philadelphia. 

Six of the 10 attended the January meeting of the 
Philadelphia chapter of the Montford Point Marine 
Association at the William P. Roche Post 21 of the American 
Legion at 64th Street and Paschall Avenue in West 
Philadelphia. 

After the Saturday afternoon meeting, the men, all in their 
80s and 90s, reflected on their experience in the Marines and 
on receiving the Congressional Gold Medal. 

Gilmon Brooks, 86, of Tinton Falls, Monmouth County 
N.J., recalled being wounded by shrapnel in the Battle of Iwo 
Jima and watching six soldiers raise the United States Flag on 
Mount Suribachi on Feb. 23, 1945, in what would become an 
iconic image of U.S. military determination. 

Brooks, a tall man with a voice soft and deep, said he was 
in an ammo company when the fighting erupted. 

"We were servicing a tanker outfit coming in to pick up 
ammunition," Brooks said. "We had been working for a 
couple hours and everything got quiet. . . . We thought maybe 
the war was ending, it got so quiet. 

"Then all hell broke loose with mortar fire and 
everything. My lieutenant got hit," said Brooks a retired 
sheriff's deputy. "Just as I saw him going down, I got hit." 

Brooks said that later, on a train from California to the 
East Coast, he was the only black Marine on board. "I really 
felt like I was a real Marine," Brooks said. 

Several of the men said they appreciated the 
Congressional Gold Medal recognition after the Army Air 
Corps' famed all-black Tuskegee Airmen, who served in 
World War II, were awarded the medal in 2007 and depicted 
in the recent film Red Tails. 

Some of the Marines recalled the racial hostility they 
encountered traveling in the Jim Crow South and living in 
North Carolina. 

"The bigotry was rampant," said Floyd Alston. "We were 
treated like dirt even though we were part of the United States 
Marine Corps. They didn't care about that. We were treated 
terribly." 

Alston said the black Marines faced racism from whites 
and resentment from blacks in North Carolina. 

He said blacks in North Carolina "thought we were kind 
of stupid for being there." 

Thomas Turner said he also encountered racism from 
white Marines at Camp Lejeune. 

"They didn't want us in the Marine Corps to begin with," 
Turner said. "Everywhere we went, they thought we were 
something strange. Some of them thought we were animals. 
When they got to meet us they found out it was a different 
story. 

Alfred Brown, 87, who was a corporal and served from 
1943 to 1946, looked back on the hard work and tough 
training at Montford Point. 

"I had Cecil B. Moore as a sergeant. He was tough, mean, 
and a Marine through and through. We hated him, and we 
loved him," Brown said. "Our jobs as privates was to do slave 
work. They didn't have any hours, just endless work until the 
work was complete." 

Marine Col. Stephanie C. Smith, who is coordinating the 
project to recognize the Montford Point Marines, said plans 
call for the Congressional Gold Medal to be awarded in May, 
although no date has been set. She said President Obama 
would present the medal, schedule permitting. 

Smith said only one gold medal would be minted and 
bronze replicas given to all living Montford Point Marines and 
to relatives of those who will have died between Nov. 23, 
2011, when President Obama signed the law, and the date of 
the medal ceremony. 

Those who do not meet those criteria can purchase 
replicas from the U.S. Mint web page beginning on the day of 
the ceremony, Smith said. 

Although the Montford Point Marines faced segregation, 
they helped transform race relations in America, Smith said. 

"The triumphant story is their perseverance and their 
courage despite this tragic history," Smith said. "It's what they 
became and what they did for our society . . . for racial 
integration in the United States, not just the U.S. military, not 
just the Marine Corps, but the United States." 
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48. Choosing Troops To Attend Iraq War Dinner No Easy Task 
(USA TODAY 15 FEB 12) ... Gregg Zoroya 

Over the course of a few days this month, the Pentagon 
hand-picked 64 troops as stand-ins for the 1.5 million 
Americans who fought in Iraq to attend a formal White House 
dinner Feb. 29 officially honoring service and sacrifice in the 
nine-year war. 

There were broad-stroke demands by the White House 
that left senior enlisted officers with each service scrambling 
on short notice to find just the right soldier, sailor, Airman, 
Marine or Coast Guardsmen, according to interviews with 
military leaders Tuesday. 

First and foremost, every state, territory and the District 
of Columbia had to be represented. Ethnic, racial and gender 
diversity was crucial, and every service and every rank had to 
be included. 

"The whole kit and caboodle," said Marine Sgt. Maj. 
Brian Battaglia, senior enlisted adviser to the chairman of the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff and highest ranking enlisted officer in the 
military. 
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"What we wanted inside that (East) Room is America," 
Battaglia said of the White House location where the dinner 
will be held. 

One group, the Iraq and Afghanistan Veterans of 
America, which represents 200,000 former servicemembers, 
has said that a more fitting tribute to Iraq veterans would be a 
ticker tape parade in New York City. But the Pentagon said 
that a New York parade should wait until after U.S. forces end 
combat in Afghanistan. 

About 100 guests and their significant others are being 
invited to the White House. But after the service chiefs, 
families who lost a loved one in combat and other selected 
VIPs were accounted for, the Pentagon had 64 slots left for 
combat veterans. 

Military databases quickly spit out lists of the thousands 
who fought in Iraq. 

The hard part was pulling some from every geographic 
location, Battaglia said. "The hard-to-do states and territories 
were Guam, Hawaii, Puerto Rico and North Dakota," he says. 

The Marines addressed the problem by selecting troops 
who live largely in the Washington, D.C., area but whose 
hometowns were from states that needed to be represented, 
said Gunnery Sgt. Chanin "Nun" Nuntavong, who with one 
other Marine contacted potential attendees. 

The Air and Army National Guard, which exist in every 
location, were able to round out the toughest geographic 
requirements. 

"We have a soldier traveling from Guam. We have a 
soldier traveling from the Virgin Islands," said Chief Master 
Sgt. Denise Jelinski-Hall, with the National Guard Bureau. 

In some cases, attendees were chosen because of someone 
knew someone. In other cases, it was pulling a name off of a 
list. "Some of it was just a judgment call," Jelinski-Hall said. 

Working against a deadline for an event that had yet to be 
announced, potential attendees were called and told only that 
they were being considered for an important event in the 
national capital region, Nuntavong said. 

"We had a couple of unanswered phone calls, and we just 
moved on," he said. A few even begged off for a host of 
reasons, he said. 

The search, which had begun on Jan. 31, was wrapped up 
within the first week or so of February. 

"We made something happen in short order," Battaglia 
said. 

Dinner to honor Iraq veterans 
A White House dinner to honor those who fought in Iraq 

war will be held on Feb. 29. 
• An estimated 1.5 million Americans fought in the nine-

year war. 
• About 100 guests and their spouses or significant others 

are attending. 
• Sixty-four of the guests will be service members 

handpicked by the Pentagon. 
• The 64 troops, all combat veterans from all branches of 

service, are drawn from each of the 50 states, three territories 
and the District of Columbia. 

• There will be 29 soldiers, 17 Marines, eight Airmen, 
eight sailors and two members of the Coast Guard; 21 officers 
up through a three-star general and 43 enlisted members down 
to a private; and 50 men and 14 women. 
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49. Shipping Pets During PCS Could Cost Nearly $4,000 Under New Rule 
(STARS AND STRIPES 14 FEB 12) ... Travis J. Tritten 

CAMP FOSTER, Okinawa — Many servicemembers 
flying internationally on official orders could face steep fare 
increases for pets beginning next month, when a top military-
contracted air carrier changes its baggage policies. 

As part of its merger with Continental Airlines, United 
Airlines has announced that on March 3 it will drop its current 
flat rate for pets that are checked as excess baggage and 
instead require all animals to be shipped as cargo. For those 
changing duty stations in the Pacific, the change could mean 
paying about $1,440 to $3,869 to fly with an animal back to 
the United States, depending on its size. Currently, United 
charges $283 for most pets, according to estimates provided 
Tuesday by Continental customer service. 

United and Continental are both federal contract carriers, 
so servicemembers traveling on official duty are often booked 
to fly on the airlines at a reduced cost to the military, but the 
cost to transport pets must be paid by the servicemember. 

“This is just going to be devastating and pets are going to 
be left behind,” predicted Mary Seward-Yamada, owner of 
Camp Canine Okinawa, a company that specializes in 
assisting military families with transporting pets between 
Japan and the U.S. 

Seward-Yamada said the price increases are going to put 
the cost of transporting a pet out of reach for lower-ranking 
servicemembers who do not have the income to spend 
thousands of dollars on airline tickets for the family pet. 

The changes triggered a rash of concern on the United 
Facebook page Tuesday, with posts calling it a “rip-off” and 
“frustrating.” 

"Our PetSafe program is industry-leading because of the 
high standards we set for flying pets," United spokeswoman 
Mary Ryan said. "Due to Japanese law, anyone shipping their 
pets from Japan pays our PetSafe rate and a 3rd party 
forwarder at market rates. We realize this impacts military 
families, and are evaluating our pricing from Okinawa." 

The impact in Europe is likely to be minimal, as starting 
this month, soldiers and their families began using the Defense 
Department-chartered Patriot Express for flights between 
Baltimore and Ramstein Air Base, instead of flying into or out 
of Frankfurt Airport. Patriot Express charges $110 to ship a 
pet, according to U.S. Army Europe. The Air Force also uses 
Patriot Express to move airmen relocating to and from 
Germany, and commercial carriers only when seats are not 
available on Patriot Express flights, according to officials. 

Last year, about 1,500 soldiers and families went through 
Frankfurt Airport each month, according to USAREUR. The 
command hopes to have all incoming personnel flying into 
Ramstein by the end of September. 

The merger between United and Continental created the 
world’s largest carrier. According to Continental’s website, 
that airline alone is contracted to handle more than 1,700 city-
to-city routes for the military and federal government. 
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Company officials reached at Narita Airport in Tokyo 
said they were unaware of any price increases and that the 
details of the new pet policy are still being ironed out at the 
airport, which is the main air hub for the region. Continental 
customer service said Tuesday it already charges cargo rates 
for pets and confirmed that United will be adopting its policy 
as part of the merger. 

Glen Downes, the deputy distribution management officer 
for Okinawa Marine Corps bases, said the military on the 
island has been told it cannot book pets on any United 
passenger flights beginning March 1 and instead it appears the 
animals must be booked through cargo carriers. 

United is expected to provide new details on the policy 
later this week, he said. 
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50. Sailor From Iconic Life Photo Visits League City 
(DAILY NEWS (GALVESTON, TX) 14 FEB 12) ... Christopher Smith Gonzalez 

LEAGUE CITY — It’s become on iconic picture. A Navy 
Sailor all in blue locked in a passionate kiss with a nurse 
dressed in white in New York’s Times Square. 

Alfred Eisenstaedt’s picture of the kiss, shot on V-J Day 
Aug. 14, 1945, has become a symbol for many things — 
victory, jubilation and, of course, love. 

Glenn McDuffie is one of more than 10 men who claim to 
be the Sailor in that picture, but he is the only one with the 
backing of Houston Police Department forensic artist Lois 
Gibson. McDuffie said he also has taken and passed a 
polygraph test to prove his identity. 

He is 84 now and lives in Arlington with his daughter but 
McDuffie was in League City this weekend at the American 
Legion Post 554 for a Valentine’s Day dance. The American 
Legion Riders, a motorcycle group that raises money for 
scholarships, the Make-A-Wish Foundation and helps the 
Wounded Warrior Project, invited McDuffie down to the 
dance. 

“People are so excited,” said Sara Lacey, the Post’s 
auxiliary president. 

Two actors, Dave Pavini and Summer Haywood, 
recreated the scene for the dance, Lacey said. But the man 
everyone wanted to meet and take pictures with was 
McDuffie. 

McDuffie takes time to go to events like the one at the 
American Legion Post in League City. He has been 
everywhere from hangar dances in San Marcos to the 
Pentagon in Washington D.C., said Rene Armstrong, a local 
author who helps McDuffie book his trips.  

People often ask him what the story is behind the kiss is. 
It wasn’t romantic love that inspired the moment, McDuffie 
said. He joined the Navy when he was only 15. He had two 
brothers in the Navy and one in the Air Force, McDuffie said. 

On the day of the picture, McDuffie was in New York on 
leave and was on his way to visit a girlfriend in the city. He 
was walking out of the subway when a woman told him the 
war was over, McDuffie said. 

As he came out into the sunlight in Times Square, 
McDuffie said he was thinking of only one thing — his 
brother who was a prisoner of war in Japan. 

“I ran out into the street jumping and hollering thinking 
that if he was alive he could home,” McDuffie said. 

The nurse had her back to him at first, he said. 
“When she heard me, she turned around and held out her 

arms and the rest is history,” McDuffie said. 
McDuffie said he remembers the photographer rushing up 

to take their picture. But McDuffie said he shipped out not 
long after that day and he wouldn’t get to see the picture until 
after it had been published in Life magazine. 

His brother came home but McDuffie, who was a 
gunner’s mate, said he did not leave the Navy until the 
following year. 

It was a good kiss, McDuffie said, thinking about the 
moment he shared with the nurse in 1954. He definitely would 
kiss her again if he had the chance, he said. 

“She had the biggest mouth of any woman I ever kissed,” 
McDuffie said. “That’s something I’ve never forgot.”  
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51. U.S. Seeks More Marines In Asia By Rotation: Panetta 
(YONHAP NEWS AGENCY 14 FEB 12) ... Lee Chi-dong, Yonhap 

WASHINGTON -- The United States plans to expand the 
presence of its Marines in Asia in tandem with diplomatic 
initiatives towards the increasingly important region, Secretary 
of Defense Leon Panetta said Tuesday. 

Speaking at the Senate Armed Services Committee, 
Panetta assured lawmakers that U.S. military power in the 
Asia-Pacific area won't be weakened by envisioned steep 
budget cuts. 

"That's obviously a primary concern for us, because we 
do believe that it is important to maintain a strong presence in 
the Pacific," he said. 

He said the Pentagon will "maintain an additional 
rotational presence with our Marines throughout the area." 

The U.S. has already forged a deal with Australia for a 
rotational presence and it is working with the Philippines for a 
similar agreement. 

He stressed the importance of naval aircraft carriers that 
enable "quick deployment." The U.S. has 11 carriers in the 
Pacific area. 

Panetta reiterated that North Korea and Iran pose threats 
to global stability. 

The Secretary urged Congress to approve a 2013 defense 
budget plan, which calls for a 32-billion-dollar reduction from 
this year. 

If Congress fails to agree by January 2013 on ways to 
slash federal budget deficits, the Pentagon will be forced to cut 
about an additional $500 billion over the next decade. 

"I know these are tough issues. This is the beginning; it's 
not the end of this process. But make no mistake: The savings 
that we are proposing are significant and broad-based and will 
impact on all 50 states," Panetta said. 
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Many Republican members of Congress, however, claim 
that the Obama administration should focus on reducing 
spending on the domestic front, not on national security. 

"Unfortunately, this defense budget continues the 
administration's habit of putting short-term political 
considerations over our long-term national security interests," 
Sen. John McCain (R-Arizona) said. 

Meanwhile, the department plans to scale down personnel 
in the Army and Marine Corps. 

The number of active Army personnel will be cut from 
562,000 to 490,000 by 2017, while that of Marine Corps will 
be cut from 202,000 to 182,000. 

"Our goal is to expand our rotational presence" in Asia 
and the Middle East, added Panetta. 
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52. Navy Bomb School Ordered By Admiral To Remove Motto Of ‘Initial Success Or Total Failure’ 
(WASHINGTON POST 14 FEB 12) 

PENSACOLA, Fla. — The school where bomb 
technicians from all branches of the U.S. military learn their 
craft has been ordered to remove the unofficial motto “Initial 
Success or Total Failure” from its classroom walls. 

Rear Adm. Michael Tillotson told school leaders this 
month that the motto could be viewed as disrespectful to the 
hundreds of Explosive Ordnance Disposal technicians who 
have died in the line of duty. 

“The motto itself holds potential insensitivities and 
implies that our fallen and wounded EOD Warriors have 
somehow failed,” Tillotson, who is based in Norfolk, Va., said 
in a memo to the Florida school. 

“Throughout history many EOD techs from the Army, 
Navy, Marine Corps, Air Force, other U.S. government and 
civilian agencies, as well as foreign partners have lost their 
lives or been wounded in the line of duty. To imply that they 
failed is insensitive and disrespectful. We owe our fallen 
warriors and their families honor and dignity for their heroic 
service,” the admiral said in a prepared statement. 

Officials said the admiral is especially concerned about 
the hundreds of family members who visit the school each 
spring for a memorial to military bomb technicians who have 
died in the line of duty the previous year. 

The school will add the names of at least 17 of its 
graduates to its memorial wall when it holds its annual 
ceremony this May, said Ed Barker, a spokesman for the 
Naval Education and Training Command that over sees the 
EOD school at Eglin Air Force Base. The elite school trains 

EOD techs for the Army, Navy, Air Force and Marines and is 
among the toughest schools in the military. 

The admiral’s mandate was not popular with some current 
and former EOD members. A Facebook page has been 
dedicated to keeping the motto. They wrote on the Facebook 
page that the motto reminds them of the life or death 
consequences of their jobs. 

“The motto is not about the individual, it is about the 
mission, and when you are dealing with an explosive device 
you generally get one shot to render it safe,” Will Pratt, a 
former Army EOD technician, wrote in an email to the 
Northwest Florida Daily News newspaper of Fort Walton 
Beach. 

Barker said many of those killed in Iraq and Afghanistan 
were killed by remotely detonated devices, and there is 
nothing they could have done to prevent the bomb from 
exploding in the seconds before someone triggered it. 

He said the admiral is sensitive to this and doesn’t want 
anyone to imply that these EOD technicians failed in their 
mission. 

“That’s something they had no control over,” he said. 
He said the Navy has not ordered EOD members to get 

rid of personal items with the motto — only official reference 
to it the school hallways, classroom walls and other public 
places in the building. 

“You can keep individual, personal stuff like coffee 
mugs,” he said. 

 
Return to Index 
 
 

OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
53. The New China Will Test The U.S. 
(LOS ANGELES TIMES 15 FEB 12) ... Nina Hachigian 

The palace intrigue surrounding the shape of China's next 
leadership is thick. Rumors abound about who's up, who's 
down and who's out. What is fairly certain is that Vice 
President Xi Jinping, who arrives Thursday in Los Angeles for 
a visit, will become general secretary of the Communist Party 
in November and China's next president in March 2013. 

What we do not yet know is who will fill the remaining 
open slots on the powerful Politburo Standing Committee, as 
seven of the nine members retire. That matters because the 
next president is unlikely to become a strongman, as in 
China's past. The leadership is becoming more and more 
oligarchic, with the members of the Standing Committee 
ruling by consensus. Mao Tse-tung and Deng Xiaoping led by 
decree. Xi will have to broker. 

Xi will head a Communist Party that is increasingly split 
into two factions: the ''populists" and the "elitists." Xi's father 
served as a vice premier under Mao, which makes Xi a 
"princeling" -- a privileged child of Communist Party royalty. 
Xi's experience in running three advanced regions of China 
further aligns him with the elitists, who represent China's 
entrepreneurs. However, Xi was among the urban youths that 
Mao sent to live and work in the countryside, and he lived his 
teenage years in poverty in a cave home. From that 
experience, he surely must have some sympathy for a populist 
agenda. 

Xi and his colleagues will have to contend with the 
elitist/populist rivalry at the same they're tackling daunting 
domestic problems. Air pollution, an aging population, a 
serious shortage of clean water and the growing gap in wealth 
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have all become so serious that there is little room for error in 
their management. 

The economic model that has propelled China forward so 
fast is no longer sustainable, but powerful entrenched interests 
are resisting the transition from investing and export-led 
growth to growth fueled by domestic consumption. Continued 
endemic corruption, meanwhile, is weakening the political 
system and sowing distrust among the people. The 
government is brutally suppressing local protests as well as 
intellectuals' calls for reform. 

Understandably, China's leaders do not see their nation as 
the unstoppable giant that Americans do. They see potential 
chaos around every corner. These insecurities are one factor 
that feeds suspicions of America's motives among many 
Chinese -- leaders and the people alike. It is becoming a 
mainstream view that the United States wants to weaken 
China or even "contain" it. 

President Obama's trip to Asia in November, which 
heralded an overdue rebalancing of U.S. foreign policy toward 
Asia, fanned the flames of these concerns, as many in China 
saw each American initiative as part of a plan to encircle 
China, from the first U.S. troop presence in Australia to a new 
trade arrangement that demands high labor, environmental and 
intellectual property standards from the countries that join. 

China does not have a monopoly on insecurity, however. 
Americans are worried about our economic future as the 
economy recovers at a slow pace. The specter of China's rapid 
growth throws America's troubles into sharp relief. Many 
Americans resent their jobs moving to China and Beijing's 
unfair trading practices. 

Until the United States gets back on track with 
investments in education, innovation and other areas, 
continued economic insecurity in our country will lead many 

Americans to see China as more of a predatory, unstoppable 
economic engine than it is. This misperception will combine 
with China's insecurity about American intentions, causing, in 
turn, more Chinese to see America as a predatory, powerful 
political and military machine. 

The United States needs to manage China's suspicions 
because America needs China's assistance on some key 
challenges. Rebalancing the global economy and developing 
clean energy are joint projects. Solving the quandaries of Iran 
and North Korea requires China's assistance. 

So as the United States ramps up in Asia, it needs to 
continue to assure China that America welcomes its 
prosperity. While the U.S. pushes and prods China to follow 
international rules, especially when it comes to trade and 
human rights, it should continue to seek to expand cooperation 
in other areas and strengthen underutilized channels such as 
military-to-military, student exchanges and tourism. 

Any perceived U.S. aggression only encourages 
nationalist hard-liners in China. The United States should not 
give these political players any assistance in the current power 
struggle. 

It is easy to get caught up in the weekly drama of the 
U.S.-China relationship, especially during election season. 
Whether China continues to grow stronger or stumbles from 
its many internal problems, it is not going anywhere. America 
has to play the long game and get China policy right, not just 
for this month or year but for this decade and century. We are 
interdependent and stuck with one another. 

Angelenos have an easier time with this reality than some 
of their friends inside the Beltway. Xi's visit here may lay the 
groundwork for more trust. Or at least less suspicion. 

 

Return to Index 
 

54. End Separation Payback  
(NAVY TIMES 20 FEB 12) ... Editorial 

Active duty service members whose careers are 
prematurely cut short by force cuts typically earn separation 
pay. 

Yet many still want to serve, and they do so in the 
National Guard or reserves. 

But under present rules, those who go reserve and stay on 
until retirement face a nasty surprise when it’s time to start 
drawing a retirement check: They have to pay back whatever 
separation pay they received when they left active duty. 

The money is recouped by the Pentagon through a 40 
percent tax on monthly retirement checks until the “debt” is 
satisfied. 

Involuntary separation pay ranges from $14,265 for E-3s 
with six years of service to $172,420 for O-5s with 18 years. 
Voluntary separation pay can be several times that. 

The Military Coalition, a group of more than 30 military 
and veterans associations, is pushing Congress to exempt 

involuntary separation pay from recoupment for troops who 
later qualify for military retirement as reservists. 

They have the right idea. As victims of a numbers game, 
these troops are compensated for losing their full-time jobs. 

They needn’t be punished again because they chose to 
serve their country in a different capacity. 

The coalition has a plan that makes sense. It would treat 
voluntary and involuntary separation pay differently, noting 
that those who received involuntary separation pay because 
they were forced out suffered more than those who received a 
larger separation payout for choosing to leave. 

Under their plan, involuntary separation pay would not be 
subject to recoupment, and only the portion of voluntary 
separation pay above and beyond the involuntary amount 
would have to be repaid. 

It’s an elegant and equitable solution, one that serves both 
the troops and the military well. 

Return to Index 
 

55. Navy: Out To Sea 
(RICHMOND TIMES-DISPATCH 15 FEB 12) 

An aircraft carrier will not be moving from its homeport 
in Hampton Roads to Florida. President Obama's budget does 
not include funds for the shift. 

Virginians welcomed the news. Floridians said the project 
has been put on hold. 
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Supporters say they want to disperse the fleet to defend 
against terrorism, and to minimize disruptions caused by 
hurricanes. Critics counter that Hampton Roads already serves 
as the world's pre-eminent naval base. Why alter the happy 
arrangement? 

The decision to keep the carriers in Virginia may have as 
much to do with dollars as with national security. Although 
The Times-Dispatch understands the defense budget's 
contribution to Virginia's prosperity, decisions regarding 

security should be based solely on … security. We trust that is 
what happened here. We commend the state's delegation for 
making the military case for Hampton Roads. 

During his tenure at the Pentagon, Dick Cheney reminded 
local officials that he served as secretary of defense, not as 
secretary of economic development. As Virginians cheer the 
carrier news, they ought to appreciate his point. 

 

Return to Index 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Asia Plans Give Navy Key Role, Fewer Ships 
Service seeks to adapt to new strategy, Obama cuts in defense budget 
(WASHINGTON POST 16 FEB 12) ... Craig Whitlock 

As the Obama administration reorients its military strategy toward Asia and the vital maritime trade routes in the Pacific, the bulk 
of the responsibility will fall on the Navy, which was largely sidelined during the land wars of the last decade. 

 
2. Two Navy Ships To Honor SD War Heroes 
John Finn and Rafael Peralta to be honored 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 15 FEB 12) ... Gretel C. Kovach, Jeanette Steele 

The Navy will name two of its next five ships after San Diego war heroes, plus a third for a former Camp Pendleton Marine, 
Navy Secretary Ray Mabus announced Wednesday. 

 
3. Port Workers, Drinking Buddies Lament Departure Of USNS Comfort 
Ship will now berth in Norfolk after more than 25 years in Baltimore 
(BALTIMORE SUN 15 FEB 12) ... Jonathan Pitts 

It was Happy Hour at the Poncabird Pub on Wednesday, and the South Baltimore tavern was as busy and bustling as usual, but as 
late-afternoon sunlight streaked through a side window, the expressions it caught on the faces at one table were decidedly grim. 

 

CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
4. USS New York Completes Simulation 
(WAVY NBC NORFOLK 15 FEB 12) 

ATLANTIC OCEAN - USS New York (LPD 21) has completed a straits transit training evolution as part of a Certification 
Exercise (CERTEX) before its scheduled spring deployment. 

 
5. Africa Partnership Station 2012 Begins 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 15 FEB 12) ... Commander, U.S. Naval Forces Europe-Africa/Commander, U.S. 6th Fleet Public Affairs 

NAPLES, Italy -- Sailors and coast guardsmen from several African nations are gathered in Lagos, Nigeria, to participate in the 
start of Africa Partnership Station 2012 (APS), Feb. 14. 

 
6. HSV 2 Project Handclasp On-Load In GTMO 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 15 FEB 12) ... Lt. Matthew Comer, High Speed Vessel-Southern Partnership Station Public Affairs 

GUANTANAMO BAY, Cuba -- High Speed Vessel (HSV) 2 Swift arrived at Naval Station Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, Feb. 14, to 
prepare for the final stop of its four-month mission during HSV-Southern Partnership Station 2012 (HSV-SPS 12). 

 
7. USS Mason Upgraded With New Chemical Agent Detection Capability 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 15 FEB 12) ... John J. Joyce, Naval Surface Warfare Center Dahlgren Public Affairs 

DAHLGREN, Va. -- A new automated chemical warfare agent detection capability that successfully passed operational tests 
aboard USS Mason (DDG 87) will be installed on warships throughout the fleet, Navy officials announced Feb. 15. 

 
8. Warfare Center, Development Command Strengthen Training with 'Bold' New Look 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 15 FEB 12) ... Troy Clarke, Naval Surface Warfare Center Corona Public Affairs 

NORFOLK, Va. -- The Naval Surface Warfare Center Corona completed its training range support for Exercise Bold Alligator 
2012 (BA12) Feb. 12, marking the first time instrumentation data was fused on a single display with modeling and simulation data by 
the Navy's Fleet Synthetic Training program. 
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9. Sub Montpelier Due Home In Norfolk Friday 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 15 FEB 12) ... Kate Wiltrout 

NORFOLK - The submarine Montpelier will return home on Friday after a six month deployment, the Navy announced 
Wednesday. 

 
10. S. Korea, U.S. To Hold Antisubmarine Drill Next Week 
(KYODO NEWS 16 FEB 12) 

SEOUL -- South Korea and the United States will conduct a joint exercise next week to counter North Korean submarines off the 
west coast of the Korean Peninsula, an official at South Korea's Joint Chiefs of Staff told reporters. 

 

GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
11. Aggressive Acts By Iran Signal Pressure On Its Leadership 
(NEW YORK TIMES 16 FEB 12) ... Scott Shane and Robert F. Worth 

WASHINGTON — A string of aggressive gestures by Iran this week — assassination attempts on Israelis living abroad that were 
attributed to Tehran, renewed posturing over its nuclear program and fresh threats of economic retaliation — suggest that Iranian 
leaders are responding frantically, and with increasing unpredictability, to the tightening of sanctions by the West. 

 
12. U.S. Calls Iran’s Nuclear Announcements ‘Hype’ As Oil Price Rises On Fears 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 15 FEB 12) ... Indira A.R. Lakshmanan and Viola Gienger 

The Obama administration and arms control specialists in Washington downplayed Iran’s claim of a “major” nuclear 
breakthrough as an exaggeration to bolster nationalism amid tighter sanctions, not a dangerous step toward an atomic weapon. 

 
13. China's Next Leader Welcomes U.S. Growing Asia Focus 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 15 FEB 12) ... Matthew Pennington 

WASHINGTON — China's likely next leader said Wednesday that Beijing welcomes U.S. efforts to assert influence in the Asia-
Pacific region, but that Washington must respect China's interests and concerns in its own neighborhood. 

 
14. Russia to Help Vietnam Produce Anti-Ship Missiles, RIA Says 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 16 FEB 12) ... Daniel Ten Kate 

Russia and Vietnam plan to begin jointly producing an anti-ship missile this year, RIA Novosti reported, a development that 
would mark the Southeast Asian nation’s latest move to boost its coastal defenses. 

 
15. More Women Race To Join The Navy 
(DECCAN CHRONICLE (INDIA) 15 FEB 12) ... Subin Mananthavady 

KANNUR – Breaking the gender barrier, more women are joining the defence forces. And, the process has got further impetus 
after Indian Naval Academy (INA), Ezhimala, opened its doors. 

 
16. New Zealand Briefing Document Highlights Upgrade Delays, Deployment Withdrawals 
(DEFENSE NEWS 15 FEB 12) ... Nick Lee-Frampton 

WELLINGTON — Withdrawal from its major deployments, delayed upgrade projects and the effective absence for more than six 
months of the Navy’s flagship are included in a brief prepared for New Zealand’s new Defence Minister, Jonathan Coleman. 

 
17. Italy Cuts F-35 30%; Australia Commits 
(REUTERS 15 FEB 12) ... Antonella Cinelli, James Grubel and Steve Scherer 

ROME and CANBERRA - Italy will cut its order for Lockheed Martin’s radar-evading F-35 by more than 30% as part of Prime 
Minister Mario Monti’s battle against state spending, Defence Minister Giampaolo Di Paola said Feb. 15. 

 
18. Decision On Fighter Purchase May Come Soon: Brazil 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 15 FEB 12) 

BRASILIA — Defense Minister Celso Amorim said Wednesday that Brazil may make a decision on awarding a multibillion-
dollar contract for 36 fighter jets in the first half of this year. 

 

PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
19. SecDef Review Pauses Tuition Assistance Changes 
(NAVY TIMES 15 FEB 12) ... Cid Standifer 

The future of tuition assistance for active-duty service members is in limbo as Defense Secretary Leon Panetta works on a wide-
ranging review of military benefits. 
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20. Veterans In Crisis Can Now Text For Help 
(NAVY TIMES 15 FEB 12) ... Patricia Kime 

Veterans and service members contemplating suicide can now text for help through the Veterans Crisis Line, formerly the 
national Veterans Suicide Prevention Hotline. 

 
21. Child Care Subsidies Vary By Your Uniform 
Services’ Subsidies for Off Base Care Use Multiple Formulas 
(NAVY TIMES 20 FEB 12) ... Karen Jowers 

Out of pocket child care costs for military families outside installations vary widely among the services, according to a recent 
report from congressional auditors. 

 
22. Elon Alumnus Nominated To Head U.S. Fleet Forces Command 
(ELON UNIVERSITY PENDULUM 15 FEB 12) ... Melissa Kansky 

President Barack Obama recently nominated Vice Adm. Bill Gortney, Class of 1977, to head the United States Fleet Forces 
Command, which organizes, mans, trains, maintains and equips Navy forces and develops and submits budgets. 

 

FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
23. Navy To Build 5 New Ships, Including The USS Sioux City 
The fast vessels can be used in a range of combat operations. 
(DES MOINES (IA) REGISTER 16 FEB 12) ... William Petroski 

Secretary of the Navy Ray Mabus announced plans Wednesday for five new ships, including the USS Sioux City and the USS 
Omaha. 

 
24. Ships' Names Honor Cities For Support 
(OMAHA WORLD-HERALD 16 FEB 12) ... Joseph Morton 

WASHINGTON — From al-Qaida terrorists to Somali pirates, America's enemies may come to tremble with fear at the mere 
mention of Omaha and Sioux City. 

 
25. As Wars Wind Down, What Are U.S. Security Needs? 
(NPR 15 FEB 12) ... Alan Greenblatt 

U.S. troops have already left Iraq, the war in Afghanistan is winding down, and there hasn't been a major terrorist attack on U.S. 
soil since 2001. 

 
26. Navy, Marine Corps Publish 'Naval Aviation Vision, January 2012' 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 15 FEB 12) ... Naval Aviation Enterprise Public Affairs 

PATUXENT RIVER, Md. -- The Naval Aviation Enterprise announced Feb. 15 the latest Naval Aviation Vision book is now 
available. 

 
27. McKeon Calls Obama Defense Cuts a ‘Strategy Founded On Hope’ 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 15 FEB 12) ... David Lerman 

President Barack Obama’s defense budget would cut the military too deeply and leave the U.S. with a “strategy founded on 
hope,” the Republican chairman of the House Armed Services Committee said. 

 
28. Wittman, Blumenthal Pressing For A Second Virginia-Class Sub 
(NEW LONDON DAY 15 FEB 12) ... Jennifer McDermott 

GROTON - After touring Electric Boat Tuesday, Virginia Congressman Rob Wittman said he would try to marshal support to 
restore funding for a second Virginia-class submarine in 2014. 

 
29. GOP Pushes Back Against Further Cuts In Nukes 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 15 FEB 12) ... Donna Cassata and Robert Burns 

WASHINGTON — Congressional Republicans on Wednesday vowed to block the Obama administration from sharply cutting 
the U.S. nuclear force, calling potential reductions of as much as 80 percent in the number of deployed weapons “reckless lunacy.” 

 
30. DoD Looking At 'Broad' Industry Strategy 
(DEFENSE DAILY 16 FEB 12) ... Emelie Rutherford 

The Pentagon's plan to spend money to support defense firms as weapons buying shrinks will be wide-reaching, the defense 
secretary said yesterday about the still-nebulous industrial effort. 
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31. ULA Set To Launch Navy Satellite Thursday 
(DENVER POST 15 FEB 12) ... Ann Schrader 

Centennial-based United Launch Alliance is set to launch the U.S. Navy's first next-generation narrowband tactical 
communications satellite. 

 
32. Marines Won't Deploy Boeing's Unmanned Helicopter 
(DEFENSE DAILY 16 FEB 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

Boeing's A-160T unmanned helicopter will not be making its way to Afghanistan to participate in a program designed under an 
urgent requirement to ferry supplies to Marines in remote locations in the country, Naval Air Systems Command (NAVAIR) said 
yesterday. 

 

BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
33. Hampton Roads To Feel Defense Budget Cuts Despite Carrier Staying 
(WVEC ABC NORFOLK 15 FEB 12) 

NORFOLK -- Hampton Roads won't be losing an aircraft carrier right now, but the area will feel the defense budget cuts in other 
ways. 

 
34. Bordallo Questions Secretary Of Defense About Proposed Modifications To Buildup Plans 
(PACIFIC DAILY NEWS (GUAM) 16 FEB 12) 

Guam Delegate Madeleine Bordallo today addressed proposed modifications to the realignment of Marine Corps forces in the 
Pacific during an oversight hearing of the House Armed Services Committee on the Department of Defense budget for Fiscal 2013. 

 
35. Panetta Voices Hope For Japan's Funding In Marine Transfer To Guam 
(KYODO NEWS 15 FEB 12) 

WASHINGTON -- U.S. Defense Secretary Leon Panetta on Wednesday expressed hope that Japan will contribute financially to 
the planned transfer of Marines in Okinawa Prefecture to Guam, amid growing calls in Japan for reducing the cost burden in line with 
the recent review of the realignment of U.S. forces in the country. 

 
36. ONR Works To Build A Diverse Future Force Through Outreach 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 15 FEB 12) ... Katherine H. Crawford, Office of Naval Research 

ARLINGTON, Va. -- Office of Naval Research (ONR) personnel will be in Philadelphia Feb. 17-18, providing information to 
approximately 10,000 students and professionals attending the annual Black Engineer of the Year (BEYA) conference. 

 
37. Navy Warfare Development Command Announces Speakers For Innovation Symposium 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 15 FEB 12) ... Navy Warfare Development Command Public Affairs 

NORFOLK, Va. -- Navy Warfare Development Command's (NWDC) "Innovation Series 2012" will kick off this year's campaign 
with a Maritime Innovation Symposium scheduled for March 13-14, at NWDC on Naval Station Norfolk. 

 
38. Oakley's Freedom High Athletes Test Limits In Navy SEAL Fitness Challenge 
(CONTRA COSTA (CA) TIMES 15 FEB 12) ... Rowena Coetsee 

Dozens of Freedom High School athletes recently tested their physical limits to see if they have what it takes to join the Navy's 
elite. 

 

NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
39. First Lady Pushes Spousal License Portability 
(NAVY TIMES 15 FEB 12) ... Karen Jowers 

The Obama administration has set a goal for all 50 states to pass their own legislation to address licensing issues for military 
spouses, to make it easier to transfer professional licenses and certifications from one state to another, first lady Michelle Obama told 
a group of service members, spouses and officials in the Pentagon auditorium today. 

 
40. Armed Services Chairman McKeon Takes Tough Line On ‘Hidden Earmarks’ 
(THE HILL 15 FEB 12) ... Jeremy Herb 

House Armed Services Committee Chairman Buck McKeon (R-Calif.) is taking a tougher line on so-called hidden earmarks. 
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41. Lawmakers Question Whether Sequestration Cuts Would Hit Veterans 
(STARS AND STRIPES 15 FEB 12) ... Leo Shane III 

WASHINGTON — Veterans programs would see a significant boost under the budget proposal laid out by the White House this 
week, but lawmakers were more concerned Wednesday about whether the looming threat of automatic defense funding cuts could 
undo those positive numbers. 

 
42. General: Cuts Will Drive Career Competition 
(MARINE CORPS TIMES 15 FEB 12) ... James K. Sanborn 

Deeper than anticipated manpower cuts mean Marines will face the stiffest competition to stay in uniform in more than a decade, 
and more units will deactivate as the Corps whittles down to 182,100. 

 
43. No Questions For Yemen President In USS Cole Case 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 15 FEB 12) 

SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico — A military judge in the war crimes trial of a Guantanamo prisoner charged in the attack on the USS 
Cole has denied a defense request to question Yemeni President Ali Abdullah Saleh as a witness in the case. 

 

OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
44. USS Sioux City: An Honor And A Source Of Pride 
(SIOUX CITY (IA) JOURNAL 16 FEB 12) ... Editorial 

Secretary of the Navy Ray Mabus announced the next five Navy ships: Three guided-missile destroyers - the USS John Finn, the 
USS Ralph Johnson and the USS Rafael Peralta - and two littoral combat ships - the USS Omaha ... and the USS Sioux City. 

 
45. Amid Uncertainty, Carrier Stays Put 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 16 FEB 12) ... Editorials 

The Obama administration's 2013 budget proposal brought good news for the Navy in Hampton Roads - and a good deal of 
uncertainty. 

 
46. Funding The Defense Needs Of Tomorrow, Today 
Congress Must Think 10 Years Down The Line When It Comes To Nuclear Carriers 
(WASHINGTON POST 16 FEB 12) ... Walter Pincus 

Congress is looking at today’s threats, debating the reductions found in President Obama’s defense budget requests for next year, 
and probably not thinking about the world in 2022. That’s when the impact of some of its decisions will be felt. 

 
47. If U.S. Troops Pull Out, Economic Growth May Slow 
(BLOOMBERG VIEW 15 FEB 12) ... Amity Shlaes 

Out. Everywhere. Yesterday. Those three words sum up the mood here at home when it comes to American military presence 
outside U.S. borders. 

 
48. Serve Vets As Well As They Served Us 
(CHARLOTTE 16 FEB 12) ... Sen. Kay Hagan 

Ask a random American if they know someone who has served in Iraq or Afghanistan, and the answer is likely to be "no." That's 
not surprising. Nationwide, military service members account for only 1 percent of our population. 

 
49. Amphibious Ops A Dual-Use Tool For U.S. Policy Kit 
(WORLD POLITICS REVIEW 15 FEB 12) ... Robert Farley 

Over the past two weeks, the U.S. Navy and Marine Corps conducted Bold Alligator, an exercise off the Atlantic seaboard 
designed to refine expertise in amphibious operations and test new amphibious capabilities. 

 

BBLLOOGGSS::  
50. EXCERPTS FROM BLOGS AROUND THE WORLD 
(PUBLISHED 13 – 16 FEB 12) 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Asia Plans Give Navy Key Role, Fewer Ships 
Service seeks to adapt to new strategy, Obama cuts in defense budget 
(WASHINGTON POST 16 FEB 12) ... Craig Whitlock 

As the Obama administration reorients its military 
strategy toward Asia and the vital maritime trade routes in the 
Pacific, the bulk of the responsibility will fall on the Navy, 
which was largely sidelined during the land wars of the last 
decade. 

But the Navy will have to perform its mission in Asia 
with fewer ships in coming years than it had anticipated. 
Under President Obama’s proposed defense budget, the Navy 
will retire nine ships early and cut or delay the purchases of 16 
others over the next five years. 

The Navy had long planned to increase the size of its 285-
ship fleet to 313 vessels by 2020, but under Obama’s budget it 
will fall far short. Under the new plan, the fleet will remain at 
285 ships over the next five years. 

The Navy is hoping to expand to a 300-ship fleet by 2019, 
but that’s only if the service doesn’t get hit with additional 
spending cuts, an optimistic scenario. 

The changes have prompted criticism from Congress, 
where some lawmakers have pressed Defense Secretary Leon 
E. Panetta and Navy officials on how they can carry out 
Obama’s new strategy for Asia with fewer ships and other 
resources than they had been counting on. 

“Cuts to our naval capabilities such as these, without a 
plan to compensate for them, only put our goals in the Pacific 
region at greater risk,” Sen. John McCain (R-Ariz.), the vice 
chairman of the Senate Armed Services Committee, said at a 
Feb. 9 confirmation hearing for Adm. Samuel J. Locklear III, 
whom Obama has nominated to take over the U.S. Pacific 
Command. 

Navy leaders play down the cuts and say they will be able 
to carry out the president’s strategy with the same number of 
ships they have now. They noted that the Navy will maintain 
all 11 of its aircraft carrier groups — the crown jewels of the 
fleet. 

Navy Secretary Ray Mabus said most of the ships that 
will be retired early are old cruisers that either lacked ballistic 
missile capabilities or that needed expensive repairs. Most of 
the ships that will be built later than previously planned, he 
added, are smaller support vessels. 

“We’re losing some ships that are not as capable as the 
new ships coming in,” Mabus said in an interview Wednesday 
in his Pentagon office, a day before he is scheduled to testify 
on Capitol Hill about the Navy’s proposed budget. “We’ve got 
enough to meet the war plans with what we’ve got under 
contract.” 

Mabus said the Navy was altering deployment plans and 
embracing some creative manpower arrangements that will 
enable the service to keep ships at sea longer, especially in 
Asia. 

For example, the Navy is planning to base four new 
Littoral Combat Ships in Singapore, Mabus said. The warships 

are the most modern in the Navy’s fleet and can be outfitted 
for a variety of missions, from combating piracy to tracking 
submarines and carrying out special operations missions. 
They’re designed to operate in coastal waters and travel at a 
top speed of more than 40 knots. 

Navy officials said they expected all four ships to deploy 
to Singapore, amid some of the busiest shipping lanes in the 
world, by 2016. Defense officials said they are still finalizing 
details with the government of Singapore, whose approval is 
needed. 

By basing the ships in Singapore, the Navy would 
eliminate the need for lengthy trans-Pacific crossings on each 
deployment. In another change that will allow for longer 
missions at sea, three crews will be assigned to every two 
ships on a rotating basis, flying back and forth from the United 
States. 

“It enables us to have a far more persistent presence all 
across the western Pacific,” Mabus said. Such an approach, he 
said, reduces the need to send extra ships to Asia if a crisis 
erupts. 

“If something happens, we’re not escalating the situation 
sending ships in, because we’re already there,” Mabus said. 
“We can respond very quickly and we can respond in a way 
that doesn’t heighten tensions.” 

The Navy has about 50 ships deployed to the western 
Pacific region — about half of its total number of ships that 
are at sea on any given day around the world. Approximately 
one-third are in the Middle East, with most of the remainder in 
Europe. 

Adm. Jonathan Greenert, the chief of naval operations, 
said there are no plans to change those numbers in Asia, even 
with the Obama administration’s renewed emphasis on that 
region. 

“My first assessment is we’re in good shape in the Navy 
where we stand in the western Pacific,” Greenert said last 
month at the Center for a New American Security, a 
Washington think tank with close ties to the Obama 
administration. “This is about the right proportion I see for the 
near term.” 

At the same time, the Navy will adjust its presence in the 
region by spending more time in Southeast Asia, where China 
has alarmed several countries by aggressively staking claims 
to disputed territory in the energy-rich South China Sea. 

Besides adding four ships in Singapore, the Pentagon will 
soon station a rotating force of Marines at an Australian base 
in Darwin. The Obama administration is also talking with the 
Philippines about expanding the U.S. military presence there, 
including the possibility of operating ships from the former 
Subic Bay naval base. 

Return to Index 
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2. Two Navy Ships To Honor SD War Heroes 
John Finn and Rafael Peralta to be honored 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 15 FEB 12) ... Gretel C. Kovach, Jeanette Steele 

The Navy will name two of its next five ships after San 
Diego war heroes, plus a third for a former Camp Pendleton 
Marine, Navy Secretary Ray Mabus announced Wednesday. 

Three men who served the sea services in different wars 
and different times, united nonetheless in their uncommon 
valor, will have destroyers named for them. 

Staff Sgt. Rafael Peralta and Pfc. Ralph Henry Johnson 
used their bodies to shield fellow Marines from exploding 
grenades, dying so that others might live. Navy Chief Petty 
Officer John William Finn turned his machine gun on 
Japanese planes strafing Hawaii, absorbing their bullets until 
he was ordered to seek medical attention. 

"Finn, Johnson and Peralta have all been recognized with 
some of our nation's highest awards," Mabus said. "I want to 
ensure their service and sacrifice will be known by today's 
Sailors and Marines and honored for several decades to come 
by a new generation of Americans, and people from around 
the world." 

Peralta 
Peralta, 25, grew up in San Diego and was posthumously 

awarded the Navy Cross for his actions in Iraq. He was 
mortally wounded fighting house to house in Fallujah on Nov. 
15, 2004, “selflessly covering a grenade with his body to save 
his fellow Marines from the blast,” the Navy said. 

Peralta was awarded the second-highest combat honor 
and not the Medal of Honor because of some doubt about 
whether he had already succumbed to gunshot wounds when 
he hugged the grenade to his chest. He had been nominated for 
the highest honor based on eyewitness accounts and other 
evidence of a deliberate act, but the Medal of Honor is 
reserved for incontrovertible displays of valor. 

His family and many admirers were bitter about the 
outcome of the awards process, but their disappointment was 
overshadowed Wednesday by the news. 

Peralta's sister Icela Donald, 31, of San Diego, said 
Mabus called her Monday to inform the family. "We're in 
shock right now... and very happy," she said, particularly with 
the choice of a destroyer to bear her brother's name. 

"He was a strong, brave man," she said. "If you know 
Marines you know they’re tough. They’re devil dogs. That’s 
how Rafa was, a Marine to the fullest. Look what he did – 
jumping on top of a grenade. You have to be brave to do that." 

Peralta and his family moved to San Diego to escape the 
violence of Tijuana, Donald said. Their father had permanent 
residency and later became a U.S. citizen; the day Peralta was 
granted his own "green card" he enlisted in the Marine Corps. 

Their brother Ricardo is deployed with the infantry in 
Afghanistan, fulfilling a promise he made to his brother after 
he died to follow in his footsteps in the Corps. "Nothing has 
been easy for my family, being Hispanic and immigrant. Now, 
with our last name to be known as USS Peralta ... I'm just so 
proud of my brother," Donald said. 

Finn 
Finn received the Medal of Honor from Adm. Chester 

Nimitz for displaying “magnificent courage in the face of 
almost certain death” during the attack on Pearl Harbor, 
Hawaii, during World War II. 

On Dec. 7, 1941, when enemy planes roared over his 
Kaneohe Bay base on the way to Pearl Harbor, Finn grabbed a 
.50-caliber machine gun and returned fire from an exposed 
position for more than two hours. 

He was hit 21 times by bullet and bomb fragments. Some 
credited Finn with single-handedly shooting down a Japanese 
aircraft. “I can’t honestly say (for sure) I hit any, but I shot at 
every damn plane I could see,” Finn said. 

The longtime resident of San Diego County retired from 
the Navy as a lieutenant and died in 2010 at age 100. At the 
time, he was the oldest living Medal of Honor recipient. 

The war hero's only son, Joseph, got the call from the 
Navy secretary Wednesday morning. "I’m sure my father 
would be very proud about it," the Lakeside resident said. 

Friends of Finn in San Diego’s Pearl Harbor survivor 
community were overjoyed at Wednesday’s news but not 
necessarily surprised. 

“We sort of expected it. Something was going to happen. 
John was so well known,” said Jesse Thompson, who hosts a 
weekly meeting of Pearl Harbor veterans at his house. 

Finn might have seen it differently, said Stuart Hedley, 
90, who knew him well. Having one’s name on a ship hull is 
perhaps the ultimate honor for a Sailor, but Finn was a humble 
man. 

“He would tell you that it shouldn’t be. Because he never 
considered himself a hero,” Hedley said. “He says, ‘We were 
just doing what we were told to do.’ Which is true.” 

Finn was known as a “regular guy” despite the celebrity 
that follows the Medal of Honor. 

In retirement, the Navy veteran and his wife settled on a 
ranch in Live Oak Springs, where they befriended nearby 
tribes and fostered several Indian boys. As a final tribute, both 
husband and wife were buried at the Campo Indian 
Reservation’s cemetery in East County. 

But nothing would have been too great an honor for Finn, 
in the eyes of his friends. 

“We wanted an aircraft carrier named after him,” Hedley 
said. “And, rightfully so, because of what he suffered from the 
wounds he underwent there at Kaneohe. And the individual 
that he was — a promoter, a leader.” 

Johnson 
A third Arleigh Burke class guided-missile destroyer will 

be named for Johnson, who was posthumously awarded the 
Medal of Honor for his actions in the Vietnam War. 

Johnson was serving with Camp Pendleton's 1st 
Reconnaissance Battalion when he saved another Marine’s life 
and sacrificed his own. He shouted a warning and hurled his 
body onto a grenade thrown into their fighting hole, 
preventing the enemy from penetrating his sector of the 
patrol's perimeter. 

The 19-year-old Marine from Charleston, S.C. was killed 
instantly in the attack on March 5, 1968. 

Long Time Coming 
U.S. Rep. Duncan Hunter, R-Alpine, a Marine veteran 

who served in Iraq and Afghanistan, campaigned for years to 
have the Navy name ships for the two San Diegans. He 
succeeded in amending the 2012 National Defense 
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Authorization Act with a plea to honor Peralta and introduced 
legislation in 2010 urging the Navy to name a ship for Finn, a 
resolution that died in committee. 

“For Sgt. Peralta and John Finn, this is recognition that’s 
well-deserved,” Hunter said. “Two ships carrying the names 
of such heroic Americans—and San Diegans, in fact—will 
inspire future generations of Marines and Sailors." 

Peralta and Finn will be in good company plying the seas 
with destroyers named for Cpl. Jason Dunham, Lt. Michael 
Murphy, and others, Hunter said. Dunham, a Marine who used 
his helmet to cover a grenade in Iraq, and Murphy, a Navy 
SEAL who exposed himself to enemy gunfire to help his team 
in Afghanistan, were both posthumously awarded the Medal 
of Honor. 

"These combat heroes are as tough as the steel used to 
make these ships and they are proud examples of the 
unrelenting fighting spirit of America’s military," Hunter said. 

The Navy has been under fire recently from some 
veterans who said combat heroes like Peralta, Finn and 
Johnson should have been recognized with ships in their 
names before civil rights leader Medgar Evers, labor organizer 
Cesar Chavez, and former Rep. Gabrielle Giffords, an Arizona 
Democrat. 

The Navy announced last week that a littoral combat ship 
will be named for Giffords. The cargo ships named for Chavez 

and Evers come from a class traditionally christened after 
famous American explorers, pioneers and visionaries, Mabus 
has said. 

Destroyers, however, are usually named for U.S. naval 
leaders, Medal of Honor recipients and other war heroes. 

Huntington Ingalls Industries in Pascagoula, Miss., will 
build the John Finn (DDG 113) and Ralph Johnson (DDG 
114). General Dynamics Bath Iron Works in Maine will build 
the Rafael Peralta (DDG 115). All three are expected to be 
delivered in 2016. 

The Pearl Harbor survivor community in San Diego 
County, about 25 or 30 strong, would be thrilled if the 
destroyer John Finn is christened here, Hedley said. A San 
Diego commissioning ceremony is perhaps more likely, as 
christenings happen when a vessel at the shipyard. 

Also announced Wednesday: two littoral combat ships 
will be named for Sioux City and Omaha. Marinette Marine in 
Marinette, Wis., will build the Freedom variant, the USS 
Sioux City. Austal USA in Mobile, Ala., will build the 
Independence variant, the USS Omaha. 

"I chose the names for our two new littoral combat ships 
after Midwestern cities from America's heartland, to honor the 
patriotic, hard-working citizens of Sioux City, Iowa, and 
Omaha, Nebraska for their support of and contributions to the 
military," Mabus said. 

Return to Index 
 

3. Port Workers, Drinking Buddies Lament Departure Of USNS Comfort 
Ship will now berth in Norfolk after more than 25 years in Baltimore 
(BALTIMORE SUN 15 FEB 12) ... Jonathan Pitts 

It was Happy Hour at the Poncabird Pub on Wednesday, 
and the South Baltimore tavern was as busy and bustling as 
usual, but as late-afternoon sunlight streaked through a side 
window, the expressions it caught on the faces at one table 
were decidedly grim. 

"This [stinks]," said Dane Sobus, a regular customer who 
has spent many evenings drinking with crew members and 
workers from the USNS Comfort, the hospital ship the Navy 
announced this week will be moving to Norfolk, Va., after a 
quarter-century in the port of Baltimore. 

"Those people aren't just customers to us. They're 
friends," added Lisa Lawton, a waitress who is also the 
daytime manager. "It's a huge loss." 

The Comfort, a former oil tanker converted to its current 
use in 1987, was originally meant to provide emergency 
medical and surgical care for U.S. troops in combat, but it 
eventually proved more useful for humanitarian relief 
missions. It traveled to New York in the aftermath of the 9/11 
attacks and to Haiti after the earthquake that hit the island in 
2010. 

When the towering ship is relocated to Norfolk sometime 
next March, the vessel will take the jobs of 18 civilians and 59 
naval personnel along with it, not to mention the prestige of its 
presence in the area and the business it meant for the 
contractors and service workers who bring in fuel, care for the 
boilers, operate the phone lines, handle the sewage and 
provide the electricity and food the ship requires when it's in 
port. 

Gov. Martin O'Malley said Wednesday that he'll work 
with the state's congressional delegation, in particular Rep. 
C.A. Dutch Ruppersberger, a Baltimore County Democrat, to 

try to persuade the Navy to keep the ship in Baltimore, but he 
conceded that it will be a daunting challenge. 

"The hard economics of the matter is that the ship was 
docked at a private berth and paying $2 million when they 
could pay nothing by going to available naval facilities in 
Norfolk, so it's a tough economic argument to make," he said. 
"We're continuing to push back and see what we can do." 

The ship generates nearly $11 million for the local 
economy each year, said Richard Scher, a spokesman for the 
Maryland Port Administration. About $7.3 million is 
attributable to salaries, $3 million to local purchases and 
$730,000 to taxes, he said, adding that an independent 
consultant had come up with the figurers. 

Former U.S. Rep. Helen Delich Bentley, who was 
instrumental in bringing the ship to Baltimore in the 1980s and 
had fought for months to prevent it from moving away, had 
said Tuesday that the ship's economic impact was between 
$35 million and $40 million per year. She agreed that the Port 
Administration's estimate was probably closer. 

The Navy was offering no official comment as of 
Wednesday afternoon, and reporters were not invited aboard 
the ship, but Bentley arrived on the dock late in the day to do a 
stand-up interview for local television, and she made it clear 
that, to her, the loss was more than an economic one. 

"We love [the ship]. We've treated it nice. Everybody 
loves it. We hope we can still keep it," she said. 

The ship lay quietly in the harbor as sea gulls circled 
overhead on a calm, sunny day. But at least one worker on site 
had emotions not unlike Bentley's. "Save our baby for us," 
Carl Patrick, a security guard, said to the former 
congresswoman as she came in. 
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Patrick works for Keystone Ship Berthing Inc., the 
Baltimore company that directs all contracting services for the 
Comfort. He said he's one of four guards the company 
employs at Pier 11, the Comfort's berthing site. 

"At least two of us will probably go to another port," he 
told Bentley, 89. "I might be one of them. If not, I'm going to 
do what you didn't do — retire." 

Steve Cartwright, Keystone's Maryland representative and 
the pier manager, arrived later to check on a business matter. 
His father, Fred Cartwright, founded the firm, which began 
overseeing all independent contracting for the ship, from 
phone service to sewage and power, in 1987. Steve has been 
on board since 1992. 

The company works with seven ships in Baltimore, Steve 
Cartwright said, but because the Comfort is an active vessel 
and hosts a hospital, it means considerably more business for 
the company than any of the others. 

It was still too soon for him to put a dollar value on the 
losses, he said, but if and when the ship moves, it would mean 
up to a 40 percent reduction in his own pay. More than that, he 
said he has come to befriend the people who come from as far 
away as Virginia to work on the ship. 

"Over the years, the Comfort has become a landmark," he 
said, his eyes distant. "'The word 'disappointing' doesn't even 
begin to cover this." 

Rick Haynes, a former executive director of the Navy's 
Military Seacraft Command, which commands the ship, says 
that while it's a loss to the area, he understands the Navy's 
thinking. 

"It was always a great thing for me to look out and see 
that big white ship with the big red crosses," said Haynes a 
retired naval officer who was born and raised in Baltimore. 
"That did something for you. But there's a lot of pressure to 
tighten belts in the military, and as I understand it, this was 
one way they could save. It's unfortunate for the city." 

That was the consensus at the Poncabird, a bar and eatery 
that opened for business about a mile from Pier 11 in 1984 and 
quickly became a home away from home for those who 
worked aboard the Comfort. 

The restaurant hosted the ship's annual awards ceremony 
as well as countless going-away parties, Lawton said, adding 
that those who hit the Poncabird for lunch or after-hours get-
togethers are uniformly good people — the sort who stay in 
touch even after they move on to other places. 

One of the Comfort's former chief mates, Les 
Waddington, retired to Florida, she said, but not before having 
his going-away bash at the bar and leaving them with the 
orange life preserver that still hangs on one wall. 

Sobus said that when the ship departed for one of its 
international missions, it was always occasion for a big party, 
not to mention when the crew returned. 

"Great camaraderie," he said. 
Steve Cartwright is a regular, too, and as he sat down with 

Sobus and the pub's owner, Richard Frankton, for a beer late 
Wednesday, he squinted in the afternoon light and pondered a 
question. Would another vessel come along and fill the 
vessel's berth? 

"Anything's possible. But if it did, I doubt it could 
measure up. What could top the Comfort?" he said. 
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CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
4. USS New York Completes Simulation 
(WAVY NBC NORFOLK 15 FEB 12) 

ATLANTIC OCEAN - USS New York (LPD 21) has 
completed a straits transit training evolution as part of a 
Certification Exercise (CERTEX) before its scheduled spring 
deployment. 

The simulated transit evolution's purpose it to prepare the 
crew for different conditions in threats in the straits of Hormuz 
or the Suez Canal. 

"Each time you go through a strait, it's a different 
experience depending on which part of the world you are in," 

said Lt. Kyle Recker, the ship's navigator. "You have to be 
prepared for your inability to maneuver, escape, evade, and 
defend if you are attacked by a small boat or something to that 
effect." 

CERTEX is the final certification for the 24th Marine 
Expeditionary Unit and Iwo Jima Amphibious Ready Group 
before their deployment. 
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5. Africa Partnership Station 2012 Begins 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 15 FEB 12) ... Commander, U.S. Naval Forces Europe-Africa/Commander, U.S. 6th Fleet Public Affairs 

NAPLES, Italy -- Sailors and coast guardsmen from 
several African nations are gathered in Lagos, Nigeria, to 
participate in the start of Africa Partnership Station 2012 
(APS), Feb. 14. 

APS is part of an ongoing international effort to assist 
African nations to improve maritime safety and security. The 
security cooperation initiative, now in its fifth year, is aimed at 
strengthening global maritime partnerships through training 
and collaborative activities in order to improve maritime 
safety and security in Africa. 

This year's program builds upon relationships fostered in 
previous years and brings together more than 30 African, 
European, North and South American countries. 

"By working together, African navies and coast guards 
are able to bring maritime safety and security which will help 
secure their future," said Chief Warrant Officer Eve 
McAnallen, APS training officer. 

USS Simpson (FFG 56) arrived in Lagos, Nigeria, to 
launch this year's training program. While in port, Simpson's 
crew will work with Nigerian sailors and coast guardsmen, 
and with crews from 11 other African nations participating in 
the first leg of training events. 
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"It's a great way to start APS," said Cmdr. Leonard 
Milliken, Simpson's commanding officer. "APS is an 
important mission because it helps growing navies and coast 
guards in Africa conduct maritime operations." 

Bringing these nations together for specifically tailored 
training events, both ashore and at sea, allow African maritime 
nations to improve their capabilities while strengthening 
relationships with partner nations. APS also allows African 
maritime nations to bolster regional maritime safety and 
security throughout the maritime environment in three specific 
areas: counter-piracy, illicit trafficking, and energy and 
resource security. 

Through a regional, comprehensive approach, APS helps 
African nations build their own maritime domain awareness, 
create maritime professionals, build required maritime 
infrastructure, and improve response capabilities in the 
maritime environment. The common belief among 
participating nations is that APS contributes to development, 
economic prosperity and security within Africa. 

"I really appreciate the APS program because it helps us 
improve and meet our potential through different 
experiences," said Gabonese Chief Petty Officer Pierre 
Mboulou. "I hope this program can be held every year and 
keep going to help African militaries." 

APS brings together African partners, allowing them to 
focus on common security challenges. 

"By working together, African navies and coast guards 
are able to improve maritime safety and security which will 
help secure their future," Chief Warrant Officer McAnallen 
said. 

Simpson's visit to Lagos is one example of how APS 
works to bring regional partners together to share and learn 
specialty skills. Experts will use practical, classroom, and 
sometimes real-world events to help build African navies 
professional skill to combat crime at sea. 

APS is about developing African solutions to global 
problems and building upon long-standing relationships. 
African, European, and North and South American partners, 
and non-governmental organizations share a common goal of 
regional prosperity, stability, and peace. APS helps to create 
partnerships among a number of organizations who have not 
traditionally worked with each other in the past to achieve 
common goals through collaboration. 

Following this visit, Simpson will continue APS 
engagements in the Gulf of Guinea. Later in the year, the dock 
landing ship USS Fort McHenry (LSD 43) and the High Speed 
Vessel Swift (HSV 2) will deploy in support of APS. 
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6. HSV 2 Project Handclasp On-Load In GTMO 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 15 FEB 12) ... Lt. Matthew Comer, High Speed Vessel-Southern Partnership Station Public Affairs 

GUANTANAMO BAY, Cuba -- High Speed Vessel 
(HSV) 2 Swift arrived at Naval Station Guantanamo Bay, 
Cuba, Feb. 14, to prepare for the final stop of its four-month 
mission during HSV-Southern Partnership Station 2012 
(HSV-SPS 12). 

Swift stopped in Cuba to on-load more than $4 million of 
Project Handclasp supplies scheduled to be delivered in Cap-
Haitien, Haiti. 

Project Handclasp is a U.S. Navy program that accepts 
and transports educational, humanitarian and goodwill 
materials donated by America's private sector on a space-
available basis aboard Navy ships for distribution to foreign 
nation recipients. 

"Swift's unique design allows us to transport these 
supplies quickly and efficiently," said Cmdr. Garry Wright, 
HSV-SPS 12 mission commander. "Project Handclasp 
illustrates how having great partnerships in the Caribbean can 
really have an impact." 

While in Guantanamo Bay, Swift on-loaded cargo that 
included more than 200 pallets of supplies. The pallets 
included medical supplies, disinfectant, an ultrasound 

machine, books, and high-calorie meals. Swift also took-on 
two pick-up trucks to be delivered in Haiti. 

"The ship was designed to carry cargo very quickly from 
one point to another," said Lt. Christopher Ganske, Swift's 
supply officer. "It is nice to get the opportunity to use the ship 
for that purpose, and at the same time have an impact on the 
Haitian community." 

The Project Handclasp off-load will compliment Seabee, 
Marine and Naval Criminal Investigative Service HSV-SPS 12 
missions in Haiti. The Swift will be in Haiti for three weeks, 
working with Haitian and United Nations personnel to 
exchange knowledge in the areas of security, public health, 
and construction. The stop in Haiti follows visits to the 
Dominican Republic, Guatemala, El Salvador, Panama and 
Peru. 

"The mission has been a great success thus far," said 
Wright. "Our upcoming visit in Haiti will be the keystone of 
this deployment, highlighting the capabilities of the ship and 
its service members, as well as the partnerships we have 
created over the last four months." 
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7. USS Mason Upgraded With New Chemical Agent Detection Capability 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 15 FEB 12) ... John J. Joyce, Naval Surface Warfare Center Dahlgren Public Affairs 

DAHLGREN, Va. -- A new automated chemical warfare 
agent detection capability that successfully passed operational 
tests aboard USS Mason (DDG 87) will be installed on 
warships throughout the fleet, Navy officials announced Feb. 
15. 

The Navy plans to install the new system - designed to 
quickly alert warfighters to the presence of chemical warfare 
agents - on all active guided-missile destroyers and cruisers, 

aircraft carriers, large and small deck amphibious ships, 
littoral combat ships and dry cargo/ammunition ships by the 
end of 2018. 

"IPDS-LR (Improved Point Detection System - Lifecycle 
Replacement) will provide the Navy continued chemical 
warfare agent detection, identification and alerting along with 
the high system reliability they need to perform their mission 
worldwide," said Bruce Corso, IPDS-LR system manager, 
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office of the Joint Project Manager for Nuclear, Biological and 
Chemical Contamination Avoidance (JPM NBCCA). 

"This successful deployment of the IPDS-LR is a 
culmination of the work of some great scientists and 
engineers, collaboration with the joint community, and having 
waterfront locations that provide continuous fleet interaction," 
said Naval Surface Warfare Center Dahlgren Division 
(NSWCDD) Chemical, Biological and Radiological (CBR) 
Defense Division Head Mike Purello. 

Warfighters aboard Mason - the first guided-missile 
destroyer (DDG) protected by IPDS-LR - are now relying on a 
better performing system that features ion mobility 
spectrometry. This chemical detection technology creates ions 
that separate by the time it takes the ion clusters to traverse a 
constant electric field drift region. 

"I am excited to have the Improved Point Detection 
System - Lifecycle Replacement on board," said Mason 
Commanding Officer Cmdr. Adan Cruz, after testing 
concluded Jan. 27. "As captain, I hold the responsibility for 
the safety of the crew and this system provides enhanced 
chemical warfare defense to ensure our Sailors will return 
home safely." 

"The install went extremely well," said Mason Executive 
Officer Cmdr. Mike Briggs. "Having a reliable chemical 
detection system onboard to aid in ship's defense goes towards 
making Mason a more effective warship." 

Teams based in Norfolk, Va., and San Diego, Calif., are 
prepared to install the new system on 35 ships in 2012. 

USS William P. Lawrence (DDG 110), USS Howard 
(DDG 83) and USS Mesa Verde (LPD-19) are the next ships 
on NSWCDD CBR Defense Division's schedule for IPDS-LR 
installation. 

"More DDGs will follow," said NSWCDD IPDS-LR 
Project Lead Brian Flaherty. "The Sailor will see a system 
they can turn on and be confident it is protecting them. It 
samples air from outside the ship, evaluates it for the presence 
of chemical warfare agents and if there's an agent present - 
IPDS-LR will alert them in an adequate amount of time to take 
precautionary measures." 

IPDS-LR components located on the port and starboard 
sides of a ship sample air through external intakes in the hull. 
The system analyzes the external air for chemical agents. 

"If the detector identifies a chemical agent, it sends a 
signal that displays an alert at both the ship's damage control 
central and the bridge," said Flaherty. "The system also 
interfaces directly to the ship's chemical alarm, which 
broadcasts an audible ship-wide alarm to alert the crew of a 
chemical warfare agent." 

IPDS-LR's test and evaluation involved extensive time 
both in the laboratory and aboard ship - with extensive time at 
sea as well as an independent underway evaluation by the 
Navy's commander operational test and evaluation force. 

"The new system is more maintainable and reliable," said 
Flaherty. "Warfighters will see improved false alarm 
performance and longer periods of time between repairs. It 
will be easier and cheaper to repair." 

Based on a commercial-off-the-shelf concept, a joint team 
of NSWCDD and JPM NBCCA engineers evaluated IPDS-LR 
in reliability, availability, and maintainability (RAM) tests 
emphasizing a Navy shipboard maritime environment. 

The team collected more than 14,000 hours of underway 
and in-port test time supporting the RAM analysis with 
multiple ships - and ship classes - based in the Norfolk and 
San Diego areas. Additional data collection continued aboard 
ships in forward deployed locations. 

"It's very rewarding to field this system to the Fleet," said 
Flaherty, noting that his team conducted "IPDS-LR tests on 
the Navy side - shock testing, vibration testing, 
electromagnetic interference - and worked with different 
groups over two-and-a-half years to make sure the system is 
ready to field to the warfighter." 

"The Navy's CBR Defense Division exists to provide our 
warfighter with the tools and capabilities necessary to detect, 
protect, and if necessary, decontaminate threats resulting from 
a CBR attack," said Purello. "Our direct and active connection 
with the fleet helps the warfighter and provides a wealth of 
valuable information for our scientists and engineers in the 
lab. This knowledge is immediately put to use as they work to 
create, develop, and provide updates and future solutions for 
our men and women in uniform." 

A Navy leader in CBR Defense, NSWC Dahlgren's CBR 
Defense Division provides a full complement of capabilities 
that support the naval warfighter both on land and at sea as 
well as the joint and Homeland Defense communities. 
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8. Warfare Center, Development Command Strengthen Training with 'Bold' New Look 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 15 FEB 12) ... Troy Clarke, Naval Surface Warfare Center Corona Public Affairs 

NORFOLK, Va. -- The Naval Surface Warfare Center 
Corona completed its training range support for Exercise Bold 
Alligator 2012 (BA12) Feb. 12, marking the first time 
instrumentation data was fused on a single display with 
modeling and simulation data by the Navy's Fleet Synthetic 
Training program. 

The combined display delivered an unprecedented live, 
virtual and constructive (LVC) ground-truth picture to 
exercise control, allowing for a more robust mix of LVC 
exercise play. 

The Corona-managed East Coast Tactical Training Range 
Complex (ECTTRC) provided real-time instrumentation 
systems for all live exercise participants, and the technological 
breakthrough came from a strong partnership between NSWC 
Corona and the Navy Warfare Development Command 

(NWDC) to help the Navy-Marine Corps team prepare for 
today's fight with today's forces. 

Corona and NWDC merged real-time instrumentation 
data from the Navy's Large Area Tracking Range (LATR) 
system with synthetic data generated by the Navy and Marine 
Corps' two simulation models, Joint Semi-Automated Forces 
(JSAF) and Marine-Air Ground Task Force Tactical 
Warfighting Simulation (MTWAS). 

As the Navy and Marine Corps exercise revitalized 
amphibious expeditionary capability with the largest Joint, 
multinational amphibious exercise in a decade - some 20,000 
Sailors, Marines, Coast Guardsmen, and Allied troops, 25 
Navy ships and participation from eight other nations - 
exercise leaders said the enhanced situational awareness 
allowed them to add new dimensions to the training. 
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"When we add the synthetic piece to the live piece, we 
can really stress the training audience," said NWDC 
Commander Rear Adm. Terry B. Kraft. "In this case, the 
command and control audience - the Expeditionary Strike 
Group (ESG), Marine Expeditionary Brigade, and the ESG 
MEU-(Marine Expeditionary Unit) level - has to plan for, 
utilize and protect extended forces. So the synthetic plus up 
adds a huge piece to our training." 

The merged FST and LATR data provided an integrated, 
comprehensive look of the total force disposition to battle 
staffs at multiple locations, both ashore and afloat. 

Exercise Director Michael "Mort" White said that the 
combination of the LVC elements allows the maritime 
services to more accurately monitor the complex operational 
movements, more closely mimic a real-world environment and 
push the capabilities of the training audience, ultimately 
enhancing the warfighting might of the nation's amphibious 
force. 

"The LATR picture provides me with a ground truth so 
that I can compare what the training audience thinks is out 
there versus what is really happening out there," White said. 
"It enables me as a training director to ensure that I'm putting 
together the right picture of what they need for their 
certification." 

He noted the new LVC breakthrough builds upon 
performance assessment and range instrumentation expertise 
the warfare center already brings to the fleet and will help 
maximize training effectiveness for the future. 

"In today's environment, with fiscal constraints, we have 
to make sure every training opportunity counts, and make sure 
we take every piece of data that we need," he said. "Corona's 

support for our training efforts is critical ... ensuring that we 
collect that data, manage it, and really use it for justification 
for what we're doing, showing the readiness and capability of 
the forces, and helping us improve down the road." 

Corona's commanding officer Cmdr. Eric Ver Hage was 
pleased to see his group's behind-the-scenes efforts play out 
during the large-force exercise. 

"I saw how focused our force training team was on 
providing the best value to our Navy, Marine Corps," Ver 
Hage said. "This level of 'total commitment' from our warfare 
center workforce to break new technical ground during Bold 
Alligator was impressive and motivating to witness." 

As exercise planners analyze the many facets of BA12, a 
senior official at the Navy Center for Advanced Modeling and 
Simulation (NCAMS) came away with a clear direction for the 
way ahead. 

"The big lesson learned from Bold Alligator is that we 
need to work more with NSWC Corona," said Darrel Morben, 
director of modeling and simulation at NWDC, home of 
NCAMS. "The teamwork between NSWC Corona and NWDC 
and the training community at-large has been a tremendous 
success," he added. 

NSWC Corona provides critical support to the fleet 
during live-training exercises by managing and engineering 
Navy and Marine Corps Tactical Training Range systems that 
provide combat realism, ground-truth tracking of air and 
surface platforms, electronic warfare/information operations, 
and communications for live-mission monitoring and debrief 
capabilities. Corona analysts provide fleet exercise 
reconstruction and quantitative and qualitative assessments in 
each of the various warfare areas during and post-exercise. 
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9. Sub Montpelier Due Home In Norfolk Friday 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 15 FEB 12) ... Kate Wiltrout 

NORFOLK - The submarine Montpelier will return home 
on Friday after a six month deployment, the Navy announced 
Wednesday. 

The Los Angeles-class fast-attack sub departed Norfolk 
on August 12. It covered more than 36,000 nautical miles 

during its cruise in the Atlantic Ocean and Mediterranean Sea, 
including port visits in Norway, Scotland and Spain. 

Cmdr. Thomas A. Winter is skipper of the Montpelier, 
which has a crew of about 145. 
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10. S. Korea, U.S. To Hold Antisubmarine Drill Next Week 
(KYODO NEWS 16 FEB 12) 

SEOUL -- South Korea and the United States will 
conduct a joint exercise next week to counter North Korean 
submarines off the west coast of the Korean Peninsula, an 
official at South Korea's Joint Chiefs of Staff told reporters. 

The five-day antisubmarine exercise is ''part of annual and 
regular exercises and will not be open to the press,'' the official 
said. 

''It's designed to help strengthen the allies' combined 
readiness posture and their tactical and operational capabilities 
to respond to North Korean submarines,'' an unnamed South 
Korean military official was quoted as saying by Yonhap 
News Agency. 

The upcoming exercise follows up an agreement reached 
between South Korea and the United States last December to 
stage two joint antisubmarine exercises per year. 

A 7,600-ton Aegis destroyer ''Yulgok Yi I,'' which was 
deployed by South Korea last year, plus about 20 other 
vessels, Lynx helicopters and P3-C antisubmarine surveillance 
aircraft will be mobilized for the exercise, Yonhap said. 

The security climate on the Korean Peninsula has been 
especially tense since two deadly attacks on the South in 2010 
-- a torpedo attack on a South Korean navy ship and the 
shelling of a South Korean border island. The North denies 
involvement in the ship sinking and claims the South 
provoked the artillery attack. 

Return to Index 
 
 



 13

GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
11. Aggressive Acts By Iran Signal Pressure On Its Leadership 
(NEW YORK TIMES 16 FEB 12) ... Scott Shane and Robert F. Worth 

WASHINGTON — A string of aggressive gestures by 
Iran this week — assassination attempts on Israelis living 
abroad that were attributed to Tehran, renewed posturing over 
its nuclear program and fresh threats of economic retaliation 
— suggest that Iranian leaders are responding frantically, and 
with increasing unpredictability, to the tightening of sanctions 
by the West. 

As investigators unearthed new evidence implicating Iran 
in the attacks this week in Thailand, India and Georgia, 
President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad of Iran announced 
Wednesday what he said was his country’s latest nuclear 
advance, and Iran’s Oil Ministry threatened to pre-empt a 
European oil embargo by cutting off sales to six countries 
there. 

“These are all facets of the same message,” said 
Muhammad Sahimi, an analyst and professor at the University 
of Southern California. “Iran is saying, ‘If you hit us, we will 
hit back, and we are not going to sacrifice our nuclear 
program.’“ 

The flurry of Iranian actions and statements comes as 
Western governments are watching closely for signs of Iran’s 
reaction to the tougher sanctions they have imposed. But the 
intentions of Iran’s divided leadership are notoriously difficult 
to divine, and even as Mr. Ahmadinejad declared defiantly 
that “the era of bullying nations has passed,” another Iranian 
official said Tehran was ready for new talks on the nuclear 
issue. 

The European Union’s foreign policy chief, Catherine 
Ashton, confirmed on Wednesday that she had received a 
reply from a top Iranian official responding to her invitation to 
negotiations over the future of its nuclear program. Iran’s Al 
Alam television said the country had offered to “hold new 
talks over its nuclear program in a constructive way.” 

American officials reacted with caution to the reported 
offer to talk and said they saw little substance in either the oil 
threat or Mr. Ahmadinejad’s announcement that Iran had new 
centrifuges able to enrich uranium more quickly. The Iranian 
president was shown on live television overseeing the loading 
of what was described as an Iranian-made fuel rod into a 
research reactor and declaring that “the arrogant powers 
cannot monopolize nuclear technology. They tried to prevent 
us by issuing sanctions and resolutions but failed.” 

Victoria Nuland, the State Department spokeswoman, 
said that Mr. Ahmadinejad’s remarks appeared “calibrated 
mostly for a domestic audience.” 

“The Iranians have for many months been putting out 
calendars of accomplishments, and based on their own 
calendars, they are many, many months behind,” Ms. Nuland 
said. 

Nor did the threat to cut oil sales to six European 
countries — first incorrectly announced by Iran’s Press TV as 
already in effect — have much of an impact. The White House 
spokesman, Jay Carney, noted that the European Union 
banned new oil contracts with Iran last month and said it 
would halt all imports of Iranian oil July 1. Oil prices ticked 
up by $1.06 a barrel to $101.80 on the New York Mercantile 
Exchange in response to Iran’s warning. 

Karim Sadjadpour, an Iran expert at the Carnegie 
Endowment for International Peace, said the belligerent moves 
by Iran actually underscored weakness. 

“If there’s a meta-narrative here, it’s that Iran tends to 
speak loudly but carries a small stick,” Mr. Sadjadpour said. 
“Their alleged terror attacks projected incompetence more 
than fear, their announced nuclear progress is likely 
exaggerated, and their threat to pre-emptively cease oil exports 
to Europe turned out to be another bluff.” 

Evidence was accumulating that the bombing this week 
that injured four people in New Delhi, including an Israeli 
diplomat’s wife, and bombs discovered in Tbilisi, Georgia, 
and Bangkok were part of a single plot, for which Israel has 
blamed Iran. Iranian officials have denied any involvement. 

Two Iranian suspects in the Bangkok episode — in which 
an explosion rocked a house and led investigators to more 
bombs there — were in custody in Thailand and a third in 
Malaysia, officials said. And Thailand’s chief of police, Gen. 
Prewpan Dhamapong, said the explosive devices found in the 
rented house resembled those found in Georgia and New 
Delhi. He added that the Iranian suspects were on a mission 
targeting Israeli diplomats. 

In Israel, Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said the 
incidents showed why all nations should draw “red lines 
against Iranian aggression.” 

“These days, Iran’s acts of terror are clear to everyone,” 
Mr. Netanyahu told Parliament. The method of the bombing in 
New Delhi and attempted bombing in Georgia this week — 
magnetic devices attached to cars — appears to be the same as 
those used to kill Iranian nuclear scientists in attacks widely 
attributed to Israel. 

The Iranian actions came at a tense time, after weeks of 
public discussion in Israel and the United States of the 
possibility of Israeli airstrikes to slow the progress of Iran’s 
nuclear program, which Western officials believe is working 
toward a capacity to make nuclear bombs and which Iranians 
say is for peaceful purposes. 

The latest developments suggested to some analysts that 
Iran’s supreme leader, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, was 
deliberately lashing out at the West, though it was not clear 
whether his intention was simply to retaliate or to provoke a 
limited war with Israel. Some Iranian hard-liners are said to 
believe that such a war would benefit them, allowing them to 
close ranks and assert greater authority for the elite 
Revolutionary Guards. 

“I think this is Iran’s way of saying, ‘Look out, we can 
reach out and touch you,’“ said Mehrzad Boroujerdi, a 
professor of Middle East Studies at Syracuse University. “But 
I doubt that Khamenei wants to go all the way to a serious 
armed confrontation.” 

Some analysts cautioned against taking the recent 
developments as signs of a new Iranian position, noting that 
Iran is now more fragmented politically than ever, and that the 
country’s leaders often deliberately send divided messages. “If 
they are going to make a concession, they will do it behind the 
scenes,” said Kelly Golnoush Niknejad, editor of the news site 
Tehran Bureau. “Often the Iranian government will say one 
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thing in public and do something entirely different in 
diplomatic channels.” 

Yet most analysts doubt that Iran is ready to make a 
diplomatic overture that the West will take seriously. 
Although Mr. Ahmadinejad is widely said to be eager for a 
real breakthrough with the West on the nuclear issue, Iran’s 
supreme leader holds final authority over foreign affairs, and 
he is extremely resistant to concessions. 

While Iran appeared to be signaling a willingness to start 
more nuclear talks, in the letter from Saeed Jalili, the 
country’s top nuclear negotiator, to Ms. Ashton, some 
diplomats and analysts were dismissive. 

“Jalili has a history of making offers that stick to 
generalities and avoid any specific discussions,” said Mr. 
Sahimi, the U.S.C. analyst. 

The nuclear claims Iran made Wednesday seem either 
overstated or insignificant. It was unclear whether Iran had 

succeeded in producing real homemade fuel that could safely 
power a research reactor for long periods of time or whether 
the televised display involved prototype fuels or test materials. 
“I’m very skeptical,” a European diplomat familiar with Iran’s 
nuclear effort said of the reactor claim. 

Iran’s new centrifuge claims also seem exaggerated. 
Starting nearly six years ago, in April 2006, Tehran has 
regularly boasted that it is on the verge of perfecting and 
deploying a new generation of more advanced centrifuges that 
will enrich uranium far more quickly. 

Mr. Ahmadinejad’s nuclear announcement, in the view of 
some analysts, was an effort to create “facts on the ground” in 
advance of any new nuclear talks. In addition, it might be a 
play for domestic support in advance of Iran’s upcoming 
parliamentary elections, scheduled for March 2, which could 
affect a power struggle between his supporters and Ayatollah 
Khamenei’s. 
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12. U.S. Calls Iran’s Nuclear Announcements ‘Hype’ As Oil Price Rises On Fears 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 15 FEB 12) ... Indira A.R. Lakshmanan and Viola Gienger 

The Obama administration and arms control specialists in 
Washington downplayed Iran’s claim of a “major” nuclear 
breakthrough as an exaggeration to bolster nationalism amid 
tighter sanctions, not a dangerous step toward an atomic 
weapon. 

Iranian state-run Press TV announced yesterday 3,000 
“new-generation” Iranian-made centrifuges were installed at 
its main uranium enrichment site at Natanz, and domestically 
made fuel plates were loaded at a medical research reactor in 
Tehran. Iran won’t be intimidated by outside pressure and will 
pursue technological advances, the Iranian Students’ News 
Agency said. 

“Our view on this is that it’s not terribly new and it’s not 
terribly impressive,” State Department spokeswoman Victoria 
Nuland told reporters in Washington. 

She dismissed as “hyped” for a domestic audience Iran’s 
claim of important scientific advances. She said Iran is 
“feeling the pressure” of “unprecedented sanctions” that U.S. 
and European officials say are impeding Iran’s acquisition of 
materials for its nuclear program and hobbling its economy. 

The dueling assessments came the same day the European 
Union confirmed it received a letter from Iran’s top nuclear 
negotiator, Saeed Jalili, about resuming negotiations with the 
U.S., France, Britain, Germany, Russia and China. Secretary 
of State Hillary Clinton has said the international community 
wants serious engagement over questions raised about Iran’s 
program, not talks for the sake of talking. 

The latest rhetoric over Iran’s disputed nuclear program 
stokes tensions with the U.S. and its allies that already have 
spurred fears of a military confrontation and hit oil markets. 

Oil Reacts 
Oil rose to a one-month high after reports yesterday that 

Iran halted crude oil shipments to Europe months before an 
EU embargo takes effect July 1, and as U.S. inventories 
declined for the first time in four weeks. Futures climbed 1.1 
percent as Iran’s Press TV said the Persian Gulf state halted 
crude exports to Italy, Spain, France, Greece, Portugal and the 
Netherlands. 

The state-run Fars news agency said Iran summoned the 
ambassadors from those countries to the foreign ministry to 

protest sanctions and warn them, without cutting exports. Oil 
for March delivery rose $1.06 to $101.80 a barrel on the New 
York Mercantile Exchange, the highest settlement since Jan. 
10. Prices have increased 21 percent in the past year. 

“This is the kind of news that gets traders juices flowing,” 
Michael Lynch, president of Strategic Energy & Economic 
Research in Winchester, Massachusetts, said in a phone 
interview. “The Iran situation has gone from lukewarm to a 
simmer.” 

Suspicious Iranian Activities 
While Iran insists its nuclear program is for civilian 

energy and medical research, the U.S. and European 
governments say they suspect Iran is seeking an atomic 
weapons capability. Israeli leaders say they haven’t ruled out a 
military strike to prevent it. 

“It’s a lot more likely that we will soon see major change 
in the situation,’ he added. “Whether that’s an attack by Israel 
or negotiations has yet to be determined.” 

Over the past three months, the U.S. and the EU have 
imposed numerous new sanctions restricting petroleum and 
non- energy trade as well as financial transactions in an effort 
to force Iran to give up any illicit nuclear activities. Sanctions 
advocates say economic pressure is the best way to avert a 
military conflict in a region that holds more than half the 
world’s oil reserves. 

Nuclear Fuel Cycle 
Press TV yesterday showed President Mahmoud 

Ahmadinejad at the research reactor in Tehran, and reported 
that Iran has taken the final step in completing the nuclear fuel 
cycle. Only a handful of countries, including France and the 
U.S., have the technology to build the 19.75 percent enriched 
fuel plates needed for the reactor, according to Iranian 
officials. 

David Albright, a nuclear physicist and former 
international weapons inspector in Iraq, said in an interview 
that the fuel plates aren’t hard to produce and have no military 
implications. 

“They’re so far behind that it sounds like they’re trying to 
play catch-up, which makes me think it’s more for a domestic 
audience than an international one,” said Albright, founder of 
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the Institute for Science and International Security in 
Washington. 

Iranian media provided no details about the so-called new 
generation of centrifuges, the sophisticated equipment used to 
enrich uranium. Enriched uranium is used to fuel power plants 
and reactors and, at 90 percent enrichment levels, it may be 
further processed for use in atomic weapons. 

‘Image of Progress’ 
“This is more symbolism than anything else,” Dennis 

Ross, who served until recently as President Barack Obama’s 
chief adviser on Iran, said in an interview. Iran has “claimed 
for years that they are installing next generation centrifuges, 
and they continue to have material and technical problems that 
bedevil their operation.” 

Ross said there is no evidence that Iran has overcome 
those failings. They are trying “to create the image of progress 
even when they are not advancing, now because they want to 
suggest they are not being affected by the pressure and 
isolation” of sanctions, he said. 

Ross said he believes sanctions create an opening for a 
diplomatic solution to the nuclear crisis. 

Iran’s announcements may have been timed deliberately 
for the day its leaders sent a letter to the EU about resuming 
talks to signal that Iran is “in a position of strength,” said Peter 
Crail, a research analyst at the Arms Control Association in 
Washington, who called the announcement “posturing, more 
than real advances.” 

Time for Diplomacy 
Crail said in an interview he believes there’s still an 

opportunity to persuade Iran’s leadership to stop enriching 
uranium to 19.75 percent and to turn over its stocks of so- 
called low-enriched uranium. To induce Iran to halt domestic 
enrichment, the U.S. and Europe have offered to provide 
nuclear fuel for civilian use. 

White House press secretary Jay Carney said the U.S. 
expects “to learn more” about yesterday’s developments from 
International Atomic Energy Agency inspectors, who are due 
to return to Iran Feb. 20-21. Officials from the United 
Nations’ agency last visited there for three days ending Jan. 
31. 

Carney called reports of a nuclear breakthrough and 
threats to cut off oil exports before an embargo takes effect 
“provocative acts” that are “designed to distract attention from 
the demonstrated impact” of sanctions. 

Car-Bomb Attacks 
Israel’s leaders, who for years have pressed for “crippling 

sanctions” on Iran, have suggested time may be running short 
to stop Iran’s suspected progress toward becoming a nuclear 
weapons state. Adding to tensions recent are the Feb. 14 car-
bomb attacks that targeted Israeli diplomats in India and 
Georgia, which Israel blamed on Iran. In Thailand, police 
arrested Iranians allegedly planning similar attacks. Iran says 
Israel is behind a series of killings of Iranian nuclear scientists. 

Olli Heinonen, a Finnish physicist and former top 
inspector for the IAEA, said more significant than Iran’s 
announcements yesterday is its recent declaration that its 
underground Fordo enrichment facility “is in routine 
production.” 

“By the end of this year they’ll have 250 to 290 kilograms 
of 20 percent enriched uranium. That’s a lot,” Heinonen said 
in a phone interview from Cambridge, Massachusetts, where 
he is a senior fellow at Harvard University’s Belfer Center for 
Science and International Affairs. That amount of 20 percent 
enriched uranium could be used for two nuclear weapons if 
Iran further enriched it to 90 percent, he said. 

Iran’s known enrichment facilities are under IAEA 
monitoring and there has been no report of enriched uranium 
being diverted for weapons use. 
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13. China's Next Leader Welcomes U.S. Growing Asia Focus 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 15 FEB 12) ... Matthew Pennington 

WASHINGTON — China's likely next leader said 
Wednesday that Beijing welcomes U.S. efforts to assert 
influence in the Asia-Pacific region, but that Washington must 
respect China's interests and concerns in its own 
neighborhood. 

Appearing before the U.S.-China Business Council, Vice 
President Xi Jinping spoke warmly of evolving relations 
between the world's two economic superpowers but offered 
little new insight into how he will lead China. 

The speech was Xi's last stop in Washington before 
heading to Iowa and then the West Coast. Earlier Wednesday, 
he met with members of Congress a day after a meeting with 
President Barack Obama, receptions at the State Department 
and the Pentagon and a speech to the U.S. Chamber of 
Commerce. 

Xi is set to lead China for the coming decade, succeeding 
President Hu Jintao as Communist Party leader late this year, 
then becoming president in 2013. Xi received a grand 
welcome, including a 19-gun salute at the Pentagon and a long 
meeting with Obama. 

Xi is sticking to tightly scripted public appearances, 
though he is widely regarded as more at ease with counterparts 
than the stiff and staid Hu. 

The Obama administration is trying to take a more 
assertive role in the Asia-Pacific region as China's economic 
and military power grows, and Xi said China welcomes a 
"positive" U.S. role. But, he added, "We hope at the same 
time, the United States will respect the interests and the 
concerns of China." 

Xi touched on standard Chinese talking points, urging the 
U.S. to oppose any moves toward Taiwanese independence, to 
honor its commitment to recognize Tibet as part of China and 
to work together on dealing with nuclear ambitions by North 
Korea and Iran. 

He was introduced at Wednesday's speech by former 
Secretary of State Henry Kissinger, who helped President 
Richard Nixon open the door to China in the 1970s. "You are 
here at a crucial moment," Kissinger said. 

The Chinese leader was heading next to heartland Iowa, 
where he planned to reconnect with people who briefly hosted 
him there on a 1985 study tour. 

Both Xi and U.S. officials have emphasized the promise 
and importance of greater U.S.-China cooperation, but the 
soothing diplomatic words were punctuated with frank 
recognition of the differences that exist between them on 
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human rights, economic disputes and worsening foreign crises, 
particularly the violence in Syria. 

Vice President Joe Biden alluded to a deterioration in 
human rights in China and U.S. concern over several 
prominent dissidents. Xi responded as Hu did when he met 
Obama last year by defending China's rights record but saying 
it could always do more. 

On the policy front, Biden announced some progress on 
areas of U.S. economic concern. 

He said China told the U.S. it would move forward with 
tax reforms this year that would increase imports and promote 
domestic consumption, a step away from its export-driven 
growth model, which the U.S. says contributes to America's 

burgeoning trade deficit. Biden also described an opening for 
foreign companies to sell auto insurance in China as an 
important step in overhauling the finance sector. 

But Biden repeated U.S. concern over subsidies for 
Chinese state-owned companies and the forced transfer of 
technology as a condition for U.S. companies doing business 
in China. He also described the Chinese currency as still 
"substantially undervalued" against the dollar, which the U.S. 
contends hurts its exporters. 

Xi urged the U.S. to lift restrictions on high-tech exports 
to China and create a level playing field for Chinese 
companies to invest in the United States. 
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14. Russia to Help Vietnam Produce Anti-Ship Missiles, RIA Says 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 16 FEB 12) ... Daniel Ten Kate 

Russia and Vietnam plan to begin jointly producing an 
anti-ship missile this year, RIA Novosti reported, a 
development that would mark the Southeast Asian nation’s 
latest move to boost its coastal defenses. 

The weapon will be based on Russia’s Uran subsonic 
anti- ship missile, the state-run news service cited the head of 
Russia’s Federal Service for Military-Technical Cooperation, 
Mikhail Dmitriyev, as saying. It would have a range of 250 
kilometers (155 miles) and could be fired from helicopters, 
ships and land, according to the report. 

“These anti-ship missiles are a very important capability 
for the Vietnamese to possess given the growing power of the 
Chinese navy,” said Ian Storey, senior fellow at the Institute of 
Southeast Asian Studies in Singapore. “They don’t change the 
balance of power in the region, but they are a significant 
development for Vietnam.” 

Vietnam has acquired submarines and aircraft as it 
modernizes its military to assert sovereignty in waters off its 
coast that are also claimed by China and may contain oil and 
gas reserves. Chinese vessels last year chased away survey 
ships doing work in the South China Sea for Vietnam and the 
Philippines, which is also boosting its maritime defenses. 

Vietnam’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs didn’t immediately 
respond to faxed questions about the news report. 

Lacking Capability 
The missiles Vietnam and Russia plan to produce lack the 

capabilities of the anti-ship ballistic missiles under 
development in China, Storey said. The Pentagon has 
expressed concern that China’s technology may threaten the 
dominance of U.S. naval forces in the Pacific region. 

Oil reserves in the South China Sea, which contains two 
disputed island chains, may total as much as 213 billion 
barrels, according to Chinese studies cited in 2008 by the U.S. 
Energy Information Agency. The Paracels are fully controlled 
by China, which ousted fellow claimant Vietnam from the 30 
islets and reefs in a 1974 battle in which 71 soldiers were 
killed. 

Russia has been Vietnam’s main supplier of weapons, 
accounting for more than 80 percent of its arms imports 
between 1990 and 2010, according to data compiled by the 
Stockholm International Peace Research Institute. In 2010, 
Vietnam spent $2.4 billion on defense, compared with China’s 
estimated $114 billion, Sipri statistics show. 
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15. More Women Race To Join The Navy 
(DECCAN CHRONICLE (INDIA) 15 FEB 12) ... Subin Mananthavady 

KANNUR – Breaking the gender barrier, more women 
are joining the defence forces. And, the process has got further 
impetus after Indian Naval Academy (INA), Ezhimala, opened 
its doors. 

Since 2009, when PM Manmohan Singh inaugurated the 
academy, 174 women officers have been trained in various 
disciplines. As on July 2011, 413 women officers have passed 
out from INA. 

In fact, the Navy, which began inducting women in their 
ranks in 1992, now has about 350 women among its 5,000-
plus officers. While women were initially granted commission 
for seven years, it was gradually extended to 14 years. 

The Passing Out Parade of the 13th Naval Orientation 
Course (NOC) was held at INA, Ezhimala on Dec. 3, 2011. 

Among 238 trainees who completed their course were 70 
women. 

“We recruit young girls and develop them into knowledge 
warriors, outstanding professionals, compassionate colleagues 
and, above all, responsible civilians,” vice admiral Anurag G. 
Thapliyal said. “(But) It will be difficult to accommodate them 
in the combat zone (because) it will be an embarrassing 
situation if a woman is caught as a prisoner of war.” 

As of now, women are admitted to NOC, which lasts from 
six months to a year. They are then drafted into the Indian 
Navy and the Coast Guard, Mr Thapliyal said. 

But despite all this, one grievance of women officers is 
that while the Army and the Air Force have agreed to reinstate 
woman officers and consider them for permanent commission, 
the Navy is yet to do it. 
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16. New Zealand Briefing Document Highlights Upgrade Delays, Deployment Withdrawals 
(DEFENSE NEWS 15 FEB 12) ... Nick Lee-Frampton 

WELLINGTON — Withdrawal from its major 
deployments, delayed upgrade projects and the effective 
absence for more than six months of the Navy’s flagship are 
included in a brief prepared for New Zealand’s new Defence 
Minister, Jonathan Coleman. 

The Ministry of Defence document says that the first 
priority of the New Zealand Defence Force (NZDF) is 
operations, both at home and abroad. These include assisting 
other New Zealand government agencies, for example, by 
doing maritime patrol in support of the Convention for the 
Conservation of Antarctic Living Mammals. 

Such patrols are ongoing, whereas over the next three 
years there will be a steady drawdown from current operations 
in Afghanistan, Timor-Leste and the Solomon Islands. 

Some withdrawals are imminent, such as the New 
Zealand Special Air Service deployment to Afghanistan that is 
scheduled to end next month. 

The ministry brief says that upgrades of Royal New 
Zealand Air Force (RNZAF) aircraft have taken twice as long 
as expected. 

“Combined with deferral of routine maintenance for the 
aircraft awaiting upgrade, this has left the NZDF short of 
aircraft for certain tasks,” says the brief, warning that the first 
quarter of 2012 “will require careful management to ensure 
the availability of aircraft for tasks in support of multiagency 
outcomes (for example, search and rescue and maritime 
surveillance in New Zealand and the Pacific).” 

Moreover, the Navy’s only sealift ship, the 430-foot 
HMNZS Canterbury, will be taken out of service for 
scheduled maintenance from September 2012 until March 
2013, and this maintenance period will be extended for other 
remediation work. 

Defence’s second priority is described as implementing 
the 2010 Defence White Paper, notably the Cabinet-directed 
savings and redistribution target of 350 million to 400 million 
New Zealand dollars ($291 million to $332.6 million) per year 
by 2014-15. 

An accompanying chart shows that in fiscal 2011-12, 
savings of 103 million New Zealand dollars have been 
achieved against a target of 173 million New Zealand dollars. 

For fiscal 2012-13, the target is 225 million New Zealand 
dollars; savings of some 97 million New Zealand dollars have 
already been achieved. 

The brief cautions the minister that “after 2020/21, and 
assuming the policy settings of the White Paper are unaltered, 
significant capital injections will be needed to fund the 
replacement of key assets, including the C-130H Hercules and 

B757 transport aircraft, the naval combat capability and the P-
3K2 Orion maritime surveillance aircraft.” 

Key areas of focus for the next five years, the brief says, 
include introducing an amphibious task force and integrating 
units from the Navy, Army and Air Force to operate as one 
force. 

New capabilities scheduled to come into service over the 
next five years include upgraded C-130 Hercules transport 
aircraft, P-3K2 Orion patrol and surveillance aircraft, and new 
A109 and NH90 helicopters. 

The first two new NH90 helicopters were delivered last 
December, although they have not yet been formally accepted 
into service. 

The brief points out that the NZDF is “rebalancing its 
workforce and civilianizing some positions.” 

The minister is advised that civilianization “will provide 
the flexibility for military personnel to continue on to a second 
career in the NZDF, and for the NZDF to retain a 
comprehensive level of professional knowledge within the 
organization.” 

However, the brief also acknowledges that civilianization 
“has inevitably impacted on morale, leading to staff retention 
issues and associated costs and risks from lost expertise.” 

There has been an increase in attrition rates throughout 
the NZDF, not least within the Air Force, where attrition rates 
have doubled from between 6 and 7 percent to 13 percent 
within 12 months. 

Air Vice Marshal Peter Stockwell, chief of the Air Force, 
told Defense News that the attrition rate “is certainly getting 
our attention.” 

Independent defense business analyst Gordon Crane told 
Defense News that the briefing candidly admits the challenges 
involved in finding fiscal savings and simultaneously 
managing the civilianization process. 

“With fewer than 8,800 regular personnel at the end of 
2011, the NZDF has very little fat from which to trim 
uniformed staff. Moreover, the changes have severely upset 
people who may have given decades of service. More than 300 
people already have been directly affected by the 
civilianization process, and as many as 150 more this year are 
likely to be sacked or reassigned. 

‘To make deeper fiscal cuts in such circumstances is 
going to be very challenging, indeed,” he said. “For some 
years, all three services have had critically small numbers of 
crucial technicians, and someone falling ill or resigning or 
being sacked could have a disproportionate and damaging 
impact on operational outputs.” 
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17. Italy Cuts F-35 30%; Australia Commits 
(REUTERS 15 FEB 12) ... Antonella Cinelli, James Grubel and Steve Scherer 

ROME and CANBERRA - Italy will cut its order for 
Lockheed Martin’s radar-evading F-35 by more than 30% as 
part of Prime Minister Mario Monti’s battle against state 
spending, Defence Minister Giampaolo Di Paola said Feb. 15. 

Italy plans to buy 90 warplanes instead of the 131 it 
agreed to purchase a decade ago, Di Paola said in testimony to 
the joint Senate and Chamber of Deputies defence committees. 

“It’s a significant reduction that is coherent with our need 
to reduce spending,” he said. The reduction will save the 
country about a third of its original spending estimate, he said. 

This would mean a saving of around 5 billion euros on the 
original estimate of 15 billion. 

To shore up public accounts and stem contagion of the 
euro zone debt crisis, Monti imposed 33 billion euros in tax 
hikes and spending cuts at the end of last year, and on Feb. 14 
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he refused to back funding for Rome’s bid to host the 2020 
Olympic Games. 

Following U.S. President Barack Obama’s lead, Monti 
has now turned his sights on military spending. 

On Feb. 13 Obama unveiled a fiscal 2013 defense budget 
that proposes cuts in Pentagon spending for the first time since 
1998, slashing $487 billion in projected spending from his 
fiscal 2012 proposal, over the next decade. 

As part of the budget, the Pentagon postponed orders for 
179 F-35 Joint Strike Fighters (JSF) over the next five years to 
save $15.1 billion, though it says it still plans to purchase 
2,443 jets in coming decades. 

Partners 
Schedule delays in developing the JSF and talk of 

lingering technical issues have prompted the U.S.’ eight 
partners on the project -- Britain, Australia, Turkey, Canada, 
Denmark, Norway, Italy and the Netherlands -- to rethink their 
own near- and long-term plans. 

Australia’s military Feb. 15 said it would sign a contract 
for two Lockheed Martin F-35 Joint Strike Fighters in the 
third quarter this year, but it was keeping its options open on 
previous plans to buy a further 12. 

Australia has committed to buying 14 F-35s, and is 
considering up to 100 of the new generation planes for around 
A$16 billion ($17 billion), although delays and rising costs 
could prompt the military to instead buy more Boeing F/A-18 
Super Hornets to fill any gap in capability. 

“We are certainly committed to the Joint Strike Fighter. 
We are obviously going to proceed with the purchase of the 
first two,” Air Vice Marshal Kym Osley, the head of 
Australia’s air combat capability program, told a Senate 
hearing Feb. 15. 

“The next 12 after that we are looking at the options and 
we will be presenting those to the minister though this year 
about how we would like to proceed with those.” 

Osley said the final price of each F-35 would be known 
once the contract for the order was signed. He said the first 
two planes were expected to be in operation sometime in 
2014. Australia had initially planned for the first F-35s to be 
delivered in 2011. 

Meanwhile, Britain, the biggest outside contributor to F-
35 development, has said it would wait until 2015 to decide 
how many jets to buy. 

Turkey has halved its initial order for four planes, part of 
a larger order that it has not yet reduced. 

The postponements and reductions will drive up the price 
tag per aircraft, Pentagon and Lockheed officials said Feb. 14. 

Patrol Boats And Submarines 
The F-35 is not the only defense cut Italy is planning. The 

183,000 military and 30,000 civilian personnel, which 
currently account for 70% of the nation’s military spending, 
will progressively be cut by 20%, Di Paola said. Italy will 
close or sell 30% of logistical bases and regional headquarters 
over about five years, and the navy will reduce patrol boats to 
10 from 18, and submarines to four from six, Di Paola said. 
He gave no overall savings estimate. 

Italy’s state-owned defense company, Finmeccanica, is 
one of the subcontractors on the project. Finmeccanica’s 
Alenia unit will assemble the planes purchased by Italy, the 
Netherlands and Norway. 

On Feb. 14 Di Paola said the country remained committed 
to F-35s both because they will replace Italy’s increasingly 
obsolete fighter force, and because of its industrial 
importance. 

“More than 20 companies have won contracts and there 
are about 10,000 potential jobs” linked to Italy’s portion of the 
aircraft’s production, he said. 
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18. Decision On Fighter Purchase May Come Soon: Brazil 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 15 FEB 12) 

BRASILIA — Defense Minister Celso Amorim said 
Wednesday that Brazil may make a decision on awarding a 
multibillion-dollar contract for 36 fighter jets in the first half 
of this year. 

The Rafale, built by French company Dassault, is 
competing against U.S. aviation giant Boeing’s F/A-18E/F 
Super Hornet and Swedish manufacturer Saab’s Gripen for a 
contract valued at between $4 billion and $7 billion. 

“The decision may be made in the first half of this year,” 
Amorim told reporters after a seminar on defense policy. 

Last year, Brasilia delayed a decision on the purchase 
following a major budget cut. 

“I think the fighter jets are needed, Brazil needs them for 
its defense,” the minister said. “The president [Dilma 
Rousseff] is fully aware of this. Now the exact time requires a 
conjunction of factors ... It is up to the president to decide.” 

A Brazilian government source told Agence France-
Presse that a decision is unlikely before the outcome of the 
French presidential elections in May. 

The source also recalled that Rousseff was due to travel to 
the United States April 9-11 for talks with President Barack 
Obama. 

Amorim said his recent trip to India, which last month 
selected the Rafale over a rival from the Eurofighter 
consortium, should not be seen as confirmation that Brasilia is 
leaning toward the French fighter jet. 

“It is very important that Brazil exchanges information, 
but it does mean that the decision will be the same” as that 
taken by India, he said. 

New Delhi last month selected the Rafale over the rival 
Eurofighter Typhoon, giving Dassault the right to enter 
exclusive negotiations with India for 126 fighter jets estimated 
to be worth $12 billion. 

In December, French Prime Minister Francois Fillon said 
during a visit to Brazil he was confident of selling Rafales to 
the South American nation because the aircraft’s technology 
cannot be matched. 

The multirole jet is designed to take on air-to-air combat, 
reconnaissance flights and nuclear bombing missions. It uses 
composite materials to give it a small radar profile, and a 
combat awareness system that allows the jet to engage 
multiple targets at up to 200 kilometers (120 miles) away. 
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The Rafale was flown in the recent war in Libya, but it 
has repeatedly lost out in fighter contests in several countries, 

including Singapore, South Korea and Morocco. 
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PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
19. SecDef Review Pauses Tuition Assistance Changes 
(NAVY TIMES 15 FEB 12) ... Cid Standifer 

The future of tuition assistance for active-duty service 
members is in limbo as Defense Secretary Leon Panetta works 
on a wide-ranging review of military benefits. 

Officials say Panetta has been so tight-lipped about the 
review that they can’t even guess at a completion date. 

Robert Gordon III, deputy undersecretary of defense for 
military community and family policy, said at an education 
conference Tuesday that any changes to tuition assistance are 
frozen until that review wraps up. 

“As we look at everything from health care to education, 
some of those have been bundled up in a review, and our 
secretary of defense is looking at those right now,” Gordon 
said. 

Carolyn Baker, chief of the Defense Department’s 
continuing education programs, said Panetta has leaked little 
information about the review, even to other people inside the 
department. 

Tuition assistance spun into turmoil last fall when the 
Marine Corps announced Oct. 17 that it was slashing its 
maximum annual benefits from $4,500 to $875. Nine days 
later, the Corps rolled back those change on orders from DoD, 
but Corps officials warned they expected to run out of money 
for the program before the end of the fiscal year. 

Baker said so far all the services have found the money to 
fund their TA programs, and she hopes they can continue 
through the rest of the fiscal year. Policy dictates that every 
service member who qualifies for TA will receive it, she 
noted. 

Asked about the consequences if the Marine Corps’ TA 
program runs out of money, Gordon said, “I don’t expect that 
to happen.” 

The future of TA is also bound up in a dispute over a 
memorandum of understanding that DoD wanted all colleges 
to sign by Jan. 1, 2012. 

The new rules called for schools to be flexible about 
transferring credits from other schools, granting academic 
credit for military training, and limiting full-time residency 
requirements to accommodate troops who frequently move. 

After an outcry from some high-profile colleges and 
politicians, DoD delayed the signing deadline until the end of 
March. 

Baker said that many of the schools’ concerns have been 
answered by rewriting the MOU to make it clear, for example, 
that colleges aren’t required to accept military training and 
education for college credit, but are simply required to review 
that training and consider it for credit. 

But she said some colleges are against even examining a 
service member’s military transcript. And the clarifications do 
not answer concerns from veterans groups and the Senate 
Health, Education, Labor and Pensions Committee about 
aggressive school recruiting practices and loan default rates by 
some for-profit schools. 

Baker said she can’t speculate about what will be 
included in the final MOU. 

“It’s really all tied up with me working with the [Senate] 
committee,” she said. “We don’t know what the outcome’s 
going to be.” 
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20. Veterans In Crisis Can Now Text For Help 
(NAVY TIMES 15 FEB 12) ... Patricia Kime 

Veterans and service members contemplating suicide can 
now text for help through the Veterans Crisis Line, formerly 
the national Veterans Suicide Prevention Hotline. 

The Veterans Affairs Department announced Wednesday 
that confidential text-messaging is available 24 hours a day by 
texting 83-8255. 

Trained professionals will provide free mental health 
support, referrals and advice for military members, former 
service members and their families via texts. 

The new number is one of several initiatives rolled out 
this month by VA to address suicide in the veteran population. 
VA also introduced toll-free access to its crisis line from 
Europe, according to a VA release. 

The number is 0800-1273-8255, or 118 from a Defense 
Switched Network line. 

During a November forum in Washington on the problem 
of military suicides, VA’s National Mental Health Director 
Jan Kemp said VA needed to develop programs for post-9/11 
veterans that meet their needs, which include their preferences 
for seeking help on the Internet or through their smart phones. 

The text-message service is a step in that direction, Kemp 
said. 

“We are working to meet their needs by communicating 
through multiple channels — over the phone, through online 
chat and now via text, which provides quick, easy access to 
support,” Kemp said Feb. 15. 

VA estimates it has received a half-million calls on its 
Veterans Crisis Line since it was introduced in 2007, engaging 
in 31,000 conversations and saving 18,000 veterans from 
harming themselves. 
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21. Child Care Subsidies Vary By Your Uniform 
Services’ Subsidies for Off Base Care Use Multiple Formulas 
(NAVY TIMES 20 FEB 12) ... Karen Jowers 

Out of pocket child care costs for military families outside 
installations vary widely among the services, according to a 
recent report from congressional auditors. 

Navy and Air Force families not only have the highest 
average child care fees, but they pay considerably more for off 
base care than for on base care. 

Army and Marine families, in contrast, generally pay less 
overall for child care — and their average costs are actually 
lower for off base care than in military child development 
centers. 

The differences are driven by divergent philosophies 
among the services in how they subsidize those costs, 
according to a Feb. 3 Government Accountability Office 
report. 

Subsidies are offered to families who do not have access 
to a military child care center. Families pay the balance out of 
pocket. 

The Air Force and Navy pay subsidies of up to $225 per 
month per child, based on location; the Marine Corps gives all 
eligible families $250 per month per child. 

The Army has no cap, although it does place limits, on a 
case by case basis, on families using private providers who 
charge rates above what the Army considers reasonable for 
high quality care in the local market. 

GAO looked at subsidies at a variety of child care centers 
and private day care providers, said Janet Mascia, an assistant 
director at GAO. The biggest factor in determining costs is the 
local market, Mascia said. 

The report said there is nothing in the works to equalize 
off base costs across services, and Robert Gordon, deputy 
assistant secretary of defense for military community and 
family policy, echoed that sentiment. 

The services “demonstrate a philosophical difference in 
choosing to cap the fee assistance versus choosing to provide 
greater fee assistance to families in high cost areas,” he wrote 
in a response to the report, which looked at a random sample 
of 338 families using off base child care in the 2009-10 school 
year. 

Gordon also urged caution in drawing conclusions based 
on a random sample of 338 families, given that the system 
serves about 200,000 children, 25,000 of them in subsidized 
off installation care. 

Auditors also found wide disparities in the average cost of 
on base care among and even within the services. 

Because a few installations in high cost areas had been 
allowed to charge fees outside the Defense Department’s 
approved fee ranges for on base care, costs varied by $200 or 
more for families with similar incomes in school year 2009-
10, GAO reported. 

Like the off base costs, those variances stem from 
differences in how the services price on base programs. 

But services no longer have quite as much sway in setting 
child care fees. 

Defense officials have begun replacing the traditional fee 
ranges with single, standard fees, based on income level, for 
all installations. That has already narrowed the differences 
paid from base to base; in the 2010-11 school year, the 
disparity in monthly on base fees narrowed to less than $140. 

The GAO report was requested by Sen. Bernie Sanders, I 
Vt. The report, which makes no recommendations, was 
delivered to Sen. Carl Levin, D Mich., and Rep. Buck 
McKeon, R Calif., leaders of the Senate and House Armed 
Services committees. 
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22. Elon Alumnus Nominated To Head U.S. Fleet Forces Command 
(ELON UNIVERSITY PENDULUM 15 FEB 12) ... Melissa Kansky 

President Barack Obama recently nominated Vice Adm. 
Bill Gortney, Class of 1977, to head the United States Fleet 
Forces Command, which organizes, mans, trains, maintains 
and equips Navy forces and develops and submits budgets. 

Gortney graduated from Elon University with a Bachelors 
of Arts in history and political science. 

Although Gortney initially intended to pursue a career in 
law upon graduation, he has served the nation since first 
entering the Navy in 1977. His father’s experience as a Navy 
officer and Naval aviator motivated Gortney to enter the 
service, he said. 

“I had no intention of making it a career,” he said. “It was 
just something I wanted to do until I figured out what I wanted 
to do with my life. I’m still determining that.” 

Currently, Gortney is waiting for the Senate to confirm 
the president’s nomination. 

The Senate Armed Service Committee reviews the 
package and nomination. Sometimes, applicants have to testify 
to the committee.Once the Senate Armed Service Committee 
approves the nomination, the vote goes to the Senate floor. 

According to Gortney, there is no definite timeline and 
the approval process can take anywhere from three days to 
three to four months. 

“If the Senate confirms me, I will be lucky enough to 
serve in uniform for a few more years,” Gortney said. 

The position of U.S. Fleet Forces Command commander 
would require Gortney to prepare the naval forces that deploy 
and help execute the nation’s mission. 

Gortney said his previous experience working overseas in 
the joint world prepares him for the challenges associated with 
the anticipated position. 

Nevertheless, he said he predicts the current defense 
budget will pose a challenge leading U.S. Fleet Forces 
Command. 

“There is a huge reduction in the Department of Defense 
budget, so it will be a challenge to make sure that we send our 
Sailors on ship and on the missions that the Navy does 
overseas, and that I will be able to man, train and equip them 
to the highest standards and do it within budget,” Gortney 
said. “That will be the challenge.” 
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Despite the expected obstacle, he cannot prepare to 
address the obstacles until the Senate confirms the nomination. 

“We can never presuppose confirmation of the 
Senate,”hesaid. “I hope to go down there and take command, 
but nothing is certain until the Senate confirms this and then I 
have a change command and assume command.” 

The U.S. Fleet Forces Command supports both the Chief 
of Naval Operations and Combatant Commanders. 

Gortney currently serves as director of joint staff and has 
a long history with the Navy. 

“Chief of Naval Operations think I have what it takes to 
do the job,” he said. “The secretary of defense and the 
president agree, so let’s hope the Senate will as well. Let’s 
hope my past performance gives them the confidence that I 
will do a good job.” 

He has received numerous medals, including the Navy 
Distinguished Service Medal, the Bronze Star and three 
Meritorious Service medals, among other awards. 

Gortney delivered the 121st commencement address to 
the Elon graduating Class of 2011. 
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FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
23. Navy To Build 5 New Ships, Including The USS Sioux City 
The fast vessels can be used in a range of combat operations. 
(DES MOINES (IA) REGISTER 16 FEB 12) ... William Petroski 

Secretary of the Navy Ray Mabus announced plans 
Wednesday for five new ships, including the USS Sioux City 
and the USS Omaha. 

Both of the Midwest-named vessels will be littoral 
combat ships, which Mabus described as fast and agile, and 
with the ability to operate with a smaller crew while 
performing operations in shallow and deep waters. 

They can be used for anti-submarine and anti-surface 
warfare, to replace minesweepers, and for special operations, 
homeland defense and other missions, officials said. 

“I chose the name for our two new littoral combat ships 
after Midwestern cities from America’s heartland, to honor the 
patriotic, hard-working citizens of Sioux City, Iowa, and 
Omaha, Nebraska, for their support of and contributions to the 
military,” Mabus said in a prepared statement. 

The Sioux City and the Omaha will be outfitted with 
reconfigurable payloads, called mission packages, that can be 
changed out quickly as combat needs demand, Navy officials 
said. 

U.S. Sen. Chuck Grassley, R-Ia., said, “This is a 
wonderful tribute to the people of Sioux City and the historical 
commitment of all those in Siouxland to the defense and 
security of the United States.” 

U.S. Rep. Dave Loebsack, an Iowa Democrat, said, “The 
naming of the littoral combat ship after Sioux City honors 
Iowans’ legacy of service to our nation and the hard-working 
men and women of our great state who have always been 
strong supporters of those serving in the military.” 

Several Iowa cities have been named for Iowa ships in the 
past, including the USS Des Moines, the USS Dubuque and 
the USS Davenport. 

All have been decommissioned. 
Two U.S. Navy ships have been named USS The 

Sullivans, in recognition of the five brothers from Waterloo 
who died when their ship was sunk by Japanese forces during 
World War II. 

The most recent USS The Sullivans is an Arleigh Burke-
class destroyer that remains in active Navy service. 
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24. Ships' Names Honor Cities For Support 
(OMAHA WORLD-HERALD 16 FEB 12) ... Joseph Morton 

WASHINGTON — From al-Qaida terrorists to Somali 
pirates, America's enemies may come to tremble with fear at 
the mere mention of Omaha and Sioux City. 

The two Midwestern cities, situated far from the ocean 
tides, will see their names adorn two of the U.S. Navy's 
newest, fastest warships — vessels designed to be particularly 
agile and deadly in a new era of asymmetrical combat. 

U.S. Secretary of the Navy Ray Mabus announced the 
names Wednesday for the littoral combat ships: the USS 
Omaha and the USS Sioux City. Construction will begin next 
year, with the ships scheduled to be delivered to the Navy in 
2016. 

Mabus told The World-Herald that he chose the two cities 
in order to honor their past and ongoing support of the 
military. 

“The values that they bring, the patriotism that they have 
shown, is really special,” he said in an interview. 

The new littoral combat ships reflect a new strategy for 
the nation's military that is focused on a force with a smaller 

footprint, but one that can respond with lethal speed to a wide 
range of threats. 

Mabus said the ships will be in the fleet for the next 30 to 
40 years. They are designed so different weapons and 
equipment packages can be subbed in and out, allowing the 
ships to be quickly switched from one mission to another. 

They are capable of crossing oceans but also can 
approach much closer to shore than the traditional ships they 
replace. 

Over the decades, ships with Iowa and Nebraska names 
have enjoyed strong community support and forged close ties 
with the people in those states, he said. Examples include the 
USS Iowa battleship and the USS Nebraska submarine. 

This will be the fourth ship named after Omaha. 
“It's a really good history,” Mabus said. 
For sailors serving thousands of miles from home, letters 

and care packages from their ships' namesake communities 
mean the world, Mabus said. Sailors wear the name of the ship 
on their uniform and come to identify with those areas. 
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Members of the Nebraska and Iowa congressional 
delegations welcomed the news as a tribute to their 
communities. “What a great testament to the community of 
Omaha and the character of its people,” said Sen. Mike 
Johanns, R-Neb. “This is an honor for Iowa and for the 
hardworking men and women of Sioux City,” said Sen. Tom 
Harkin, D-Iowa. Mabus noted that Navy ships and their crews 
are often the only exposure that those in far-flung corners of 

the world ever have to America and its people. He also noted 
that people living overseas often have heard of only a couple 
of the largest cities in America. “I do think it's important, as 
somebody who grew up in a little town in Mississippi, to get 
the story of different parts of America and different traditions 
of America and how important it is to the tapestry of this 
country that we have cities like Omaha and Sioux City,” 
Mabus said. 
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25. As Wars Wind Down, What Are U.S. Security Needs? 
(NPR 15 FEB 12) ... Alan Greenblatt 

U.S. troops have already left Iraq, the war in Afghanistan 
is winding down, and there hasn't been a major terrorist attack 
on U.S. soil since 2001. 

So is America now safe enough to scale back its emphasis 
on security? Or are the potential threats no less dangerous — 
just less obvious? 

These questions are not just philosophical, but practical. 
They're also the underpinning of the current argument about 
what the level of defense spending should be. 

Cuts, But How Big? 
President Obama's new budget proposal, released 

Monday, depends on reductions in military spending for a lot 
of its projected deficit savings. 

After a decade of sharp increases, the Pentagon budget 
would be cut by about 6 percent next year, compared to this 
year's spending levels. Defense Secretary Leon Panetta has 
said the Pentagon can absorb the current cuts and can meet the 
nation's strategic security needs with fewer troops. 

Testifying before the Senate Armed Services Committee 
on Tuesday, Panetta restated the Obama administration's 
position that it will focus more on Asia and the Middle East in 
the coming years. 

But Panetta, the military brass and many Republicans are 
concerned that even larger cuts could be on the way and those 
could substantially weaken the military. 

"It asks the men and women in uniform who have given 
so much already to give that much more, so that the president 
might fund programs the American people don't want and 
can't afford," Howard "Buck" McKeon, the California 
Republican who chairs the House Armed Services Committee, 
said in response to Obama's budget. 

Underlying this political debate, however, is a deeper 
question. The U.S. has overwhelming military superiority and 
there is no immediate threat from abroad, so how vigilant and 
well-armed should the U.S. be to preserve national security? 

In a forthcoming article in Foreign Affairs, Micah Zenko 
and Michael A. Cohen argue that threats to the U.S. are 
routinely overstated. 

Wars are less frequent — and far less deadly — than they 
were even a few decades ago. The U.S. has built up a military 
apparatus that dwarfs any potential rivals — spending nine 
times as much as China on defense, for instance. 

Even terrorist attacks pose little threat to most Americans, 
Zenko and Cohen argue. They are fellows, respectively, at the 
Council on Foreign Relations and the Century Foundation. 

They note that in 2010, 13,186 people were killed in 
terrorist attacks worldwide, but only 15 of them were 
Americans. In other words, Americans face greater risk from 
drowning in a bathtub. 

"The world that the United States inhabits today is a 
remarkably safe and secure place," Zenko and Cohen write. "It 
is a world with fewer violent conflicts and greater political 
freedom than at virtually any other point in human history." 

Risky Assumptions 
Nonetheless, many Americans, including many defense 

policymakers, continue to feel that the world is a threatening 
place. 

To cite one example, the potential for Iran to build 
nuclear weapons and threaten its neighbors — notably Israel 
— has been the dominant foreign policy concern in recent 
weeks. 

And the argument that the U.S. can feel safe and secure 
because its wars are winding down and there are no immediate 
existential threats is based on several "fallacies," says Peter 
Feaver, a political scientist at Duke University who worked on 
national security issues during the George W. Bush 
administration. 

The first, he says, is that the future will not be as 
dangerous as the present. The next is that, because the U.S. 
has achieved clear military dominance, it can rest on its laurels 
and reduce its military strength. 

Feaver dismisses the argument that it's a waste of money 
to chase after al-Qaida just because it hasn't been able to 
launch another attack of the scope of Sept. 11, 2001. 

"Their failure to launch is partially a measure of the 
success of those [counterterrorism] efforts, rather than, as 
some observers erroneously argue, a sign that they weren't 
needed," he says. 

It's like arguing because someone never got mumps, he 
never needed a mumps vaccine. 

Preparing For Future Threats 
Feaver says the third fallacy is the idea that certain 

conflicts or parts of the world have no bearing on U.S. security 
interests and can safely be ignored. 

The dangers of such an attitude, he says, have been amply 
demonstrated by American inattention to Afghanistan in the 
1990s, which allowed al-Qaida to create its safe haven there. 

There's no telling what threats may loom larger in the 
future, says Nora Bensahel, a defense analyst at the Center for 
a New American Security. "That's kind of how history goes," 
she says. "Things come up and surprise you." 

Consider China. It may pose no military threat to the U.S. 
now, but its ambitions even within its region may eventually 
conflict with American interests. 

Protecting against such an eventuality will require 
advanced sea- and aircraft of a sort that take years to develop 
and build up, Bensahel says. You can't just start from scratch 
once the danger is clear and present. 
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"What happens if we don't invest now in the airplanes and 
ships that we need?" she asks. "We may wake up 15 years 
from now and find that China controls traffic in the South 
China Sea, for example, where the U.S. has enormous 
economic interests." 

It's impossible to plan for every scenario. There's no 
amount of military spending that would keep the nation 
completely safe. 

"We could spend the entire federal budget on the military 
and we wouldn't be able to eliminate every risk to U.S. 
national security," Bensahel says. 

That leaves open the question of how much risk 
policymakers are willing to tolerate. That's inevitably a 
political question, Feaver says, and one that never gets fully 
resolved. 

After the Cold War, Washington was too complacent 
about U.S. security, he says. After Sept. 11, many politicians 
exaggerated the threat that terrorism posed, he adds. 

"The al-Qaida threat was and to a certain extent is very, 
very serious, but it was not the Soviet Union with tens of 
thousands of nuclear-tipped missiles on hair-trigger alert," 
Feaver says. "So it's a categorically different threat." 

Preserving Power 
Even Obama's budget, despite its significant cuts, 

assumes U.S. troop levels will remain higher than they were 
before 2001. Figuring out just how much military force and 
spending is enough is going to remain a primary argument in 
Washington. 

It's "preposterous" to worry that the U.S. can't afford to 
cut defense spending because of threats that might arise years 
down the road, says Jack Snyder, an international relations 
professor at Columbia University. 

On the other hand, Snyder says, a good deal of the 
security the U.S. enjoys today is the byproduct of its military 
resolve. 

U.S. strategy hasn't always been flawless, he says, but the 
country has made it clear it won't tolerate aggression across 
internationally recognized borders — and has had the 
wherewithal to back that policy up. 

"War is less likely and the U.S. is certainly more secure 
now than it has been in a long, long time," Snyder says. "But 
some of the reasons for the decline of war have to do with the 
power of the United States and the other liberal advanced 
democracies." 
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26. Navy, Marine Corps Publish 'Naval Aviation Vision, January 2012' 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 15 FEB 12) ... Naval Aviation Enterprise Public Affairs 

PATUXENT RIVER, Md. -- The Naval Aviation 
Enterprise announced Feb. 15 the latest Naval Aviation Vision 
book is now available. 

U.S. Navy and Marine Corps aviation leaders published 
the latest edition of the biennial aviation overview, "Naval 
Aviation Vision, January 2012," presenting a reflection of 
where naval aviation is today and how it will evolve to meet 
shifting international responsibilities and national imperatives. 

The vision expressed in the book represents the 
collaborative views of the commander, Naval Air Forces, the 
deputy commandant for Aviation, the commander, Naval Air 
Systems Command, the director, Air Warfare Division and the 
director, Program Integration for Information Dominance. 

"Naval Aviation Vision, January 2012" consists of three 
main sections entitled "Naval Aviation Today," "Naval 
Aviation Tomorrow," and "Making Our Vision Real." The 
"Naval Aviation Today" section provides examples of Naval 
Aviation in action, conducting the full spectrum of operations 
from combat power to humanitarian assistance. The "Naval 
Aviation Tomorrow" portion of the book describes various 
transformation roadmaps that represent naval aviation's 
recapitalization and modernization plans for aviation-centric 

ships, manned and unmanned aircraft, systems, and weapons. 
The "Making Our Vision Real" section includes discussions of 
the Air-Sea Battle concept, along with science and technology 
strategies for both the Navy and Marine Corps that highlight 
the transition from concepts to capabilities-based systems and 
weaponry employed by Sailors and Marines. 

The vision book also presents information on the Naval 
Aviation Enterprise partnership and its contributions toward 
readiness. The Naval Aviation Enterprise is a partnership to 
advance and sustain naval aviation warfighting capabilities at 
an affordable cost today and in the future. 

It is comprised of more than 190,000 Sailors, Marines, 
civilians and contractors that work together in support of naval 
aviation. Enterprise efforts provide processes and forums for 
various naval aviation stakeholders to collaborate, break down 
barriers, spearhead cost-effective initiatives, and provide 
leadership with critical data to make superior decisions. 

For more information about the Naval Aviation 
Enterprise, visit http://www.cnaf.navy.mil/nae/. 

To view "Naval Aviation Vision, January 2012," visit 
http://www.public.navy.mil/airfor/nae/Vision%20Book/Naval
_Aviation_Vision.pdf. 
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27. McKeon Calls Obama Defense Cuts a ‘Strategy Founded On Hope’ 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 15 FEB 12) ... David Lerman 

President Barack Obama’s defense budget would cut the 
military too deeply and leave the U.S. with a “strategy 
founded on hope,” the Republican chairman of the House 
Armed Services Committee said. 

“Although this strategy is framed as making the military 
more nimble and flexible, it is not clear how slashing the 
armed forces by over 100,000 during a time of war, shedding 
force structure, and postponing modernization makes that so,” 
Representative Howard “Buck” McKeon of California told 

Defense Secretary Leon Panetta at a hearing of the panel 
today. 

Obama’s $525.4 billion defense request for fiscal 2013 
would be $5 billion less than Congress enacted for the current 
fiscal year and $46 billion less than previously planned. The 
Republican criticism opened an election-year fight over what 
the Pentagon has called a new strategy built on a leaner, more 
agile military. 
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“One does not mask insufficient resources with a strategy 
founded on hope,” McKeon said. 

Panetta said cuts in troop strength and weapons programs 
were required as part of a deficit-reduction law passed by 
Congress last year. 

‘Handed A Number’ 
“We were handed a number for defense reductions,” 

Panetta said. “We stepped up to the plate. But you can’t 
balance the budget on the backs of defense, either.” 

He said he would do “everything possible” working with 
Congress to avoid further, automatic cuts of $500 billion over 
10 years that the budget law would require unless alternative 
savings are found. 

Republicans portrayed the Obama administration as 
cutting the military to fund domestic programs. 

“We want to reduce the deficit,” said Representative J. 
Randy Forbes, a Virginia Republican. “We just don’t want to 
do it on the backs of our men and women who are fighting for 
this country every day.” 

Representative Adam Smith of Washington, the panel’s 
top Democrat, said defense spending has doubled over the past 
10 years. Even with the proposed cuts, the defense budget will 
continue to increase each year, though at a slower pace than 
previously planned, he said. 

Citing events such as the killing of Osama bin Laden by 
U.S. commandos, Smith said in a written statement, “The 
budget lays out a strategy that will enable the United States to 
build on those successes and confront the threats of today as 
well as in the future.” 

Base Closings Opposed 
Panetta’s call for two new rounds of military base 

closings in 2013 and 2015 produced the most complaints from 
lawmakers in today’s hearing and yesterday’s before the 
Senate Armed Services Committee. 

“There’s obviously no wild enthusiasm in the Congress 
for additional BRAC rounds,” said Representative Roscoe 
Bartlett, a Maryland Republican, referring to the Base 
Realignment and Closure process, which was last conducted in 
2005. 

Panetta said the closings would save money in the long 
term as the size of the military gets smaller. The budget would 
trim the force by 123,900 troops by 2017. 

The defense secretary said he is considering closing 23 
military bases in Europe as part of plans to cut troop levels 
there. The U.S. has closed about 100 bases in Europe in the 
past six or seven years, he said. 

Lockheed, General Dynamics 
In response to other questions on the Pentagon budget: 

 Panetta reaffirmed support for all three versions of 
Lockheed Martin Corp. (LMT)’s F-35 Joint Strike 
Fighter, the Pentagon’s most expensive weapons 
program. Panetta lifted probation last month of the 
Marine’s version. 

“We’re talking about spectacular technology that would 
be part of this plane,” Panetta said. “Countries are all lined up 
waiting for this plane because they know how good it’s going 
to be.” 

 Panetta said he was “prepared to look at” funding an 
additional Virginia-class attack submarine in fiscal 
2014 if savings could be found elsewhere in the 
defense budget. 

The new budget plan calls for buying only one submarine 
in 2014. The budget calls for buying two submarines in 2013 
for $3.2 billion. The subs are built jointly by General 
Dynamics Corp. (GD)’s Electric Boat shipyard in Groton, 
Connecticut and Huntington Ingalls Industries Inc. of Newport 
News, Virginia. 

Northrop Grumman 

 General Martin Dempsey, chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, defended the Pentagon’s decision to 
cancel the Block 30 version of Northrop Grumman 
Corp. (NOC)’s Global Hawk unmanned aircraft. He 
has said U-2 spy planes are more cost-effective. 

“The Block 30 Global Hawk has fundamentally priced 
itself out of our ability to afford it,” Dempsey told the House 
panel. 

 Panetta said the transition to Afghan-led security in 
Afghanistan is on track to be completed by 2014 as 
planned. 

“So far it is working,” he told the committee. “The 
Afghan authority is doing a great job.” 

Panetta set another marker this month, saying the U.S. 
would end its primary combat role and shift mostly to advising 
Afghan forces by the end of 2013. 

“I was a bit shocked with your comments,” 
Representative K. Michael Conaway, a Texas Republican. 

Panetta said his comments about 2013 “were perfectly in 
line with commitments under Lisbon,” referring to the 2010 
NATO summit that called for a transition to Afghan-led 
security by 2014. 

Referring to U.S. allies, Panetta said, “We’re in together 
and out together in 2014.” 
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28. Wittman, Blumenthal Pressing For A Second Virginia-Class Sub 
(NEW LONDON DAY 15 FEB 12) ... Jennifer McDermott 

GROTON - After touring Electric Boat Tuesday, Virginia 
Congressman Rob Wittman said he would try to marshal 
support to restore funding for a second Virginia-class 
submarine in 2014. 

"I'm confident we can make a very compelling argument 
to do that," said Wittman, a Republican member of the House 
Armed Services Committee. "There are a lot of other moving 
parts but I think we can make the type of argument that will 
sway people as these decisions are being made." 

As part of budget-cutting initiatives, the Defense 
Department on Monday proposed that EB and Newport News 
Shipbuilding in Virginia would still jointly build two Virginia-
class submarines next year but only one in 2014. The plans 
call for two submarines in 2018 instead of one, keeping the 
total number ordered by the Navy the same. 

Sen. Richard Blumenthal, D-Conn., questioned Defense 
Secretary Leon Panetta Tuesday at a Senate Armed Services 
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Committee hearing about the rationale for the schedule 
change. 

"He said this decision is all about reducing the budget by 
half a trillion dollars and if anybody comes forward with a 
better idea, he's more than willing to work with them," 
Blumenthal said. "I said to him in turn that I wanted to talk to 
him further to press the case for two submarines a year and he 
assented. He'd be happy to talk to me about it. 

"We have his attention. He's willing to hear us. We have 
an uphill battle but it's well worth fighting." 

Wittman said the schedule change may save money now 
but it would drive up costs over the life of the program. The 
shipbuilders can buy parts in bulk at a cheaper price for two 
submarines annually. 

Brushing aside congressional opposition, Panetta and the 
nation's top military leader insisted on Tuesday that President 
Barack Obama's trimmer, $614 billion defense budget will 
ensure the U.S. advantage worldwide with acceptable risks to 
the force and missions. 

Panetta and Army Gen. Martin Dempsey, the chairman of 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff, defended the blueprint that would 
slash the size of the Army and Marine Corps, cut back on 
shipbuilding and delay the purchase of some fighter jets and 
weapons systems. Overall, the budget for 2013 would provide 
$525.4 billion in base spending and another $88.5 billion for 
the wars in Afghanistan and Iraq. 

The total is nearly $32 billion less than this year's budget, 
a reflection of the drawdown in the two conflicts, a decade 
since the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks and the clamor to reduce the 
nation's deficit. 

Dempsey acknowledged the inherent risks of a smaller 
budget, but told the Senate Armed Services Committee, "we're 
very confident, because we've worked this collaboratively, that 
we can mitigate risks by adapting lessons from the last 10 
years of war, new emerging capabilities." 

In the first of three days of congressional testimony for 
the Pentagon leaders, Panetta said the leadership of the 
Defense Department - military and civilian - was unified 
behind a revised strategy to shift the focus from the long wars 
to future challenges in Asia, the Mideast and cyberspace and 
the proposed budget for the fiscal year beginning Oct. 1. 

The show of unity from the political appointee and the 
senior officer was meant to deflect criticism from some in 
Congress, especially Republicans, that a Democratic 
commander in chief was hollowing out the force. 

Still, Republicans and Democrats on the panel challenged 
the administration's call for another round of domestic base 
closures and raised parochial concerns about the fate of labs, 
ships and submarines that mean thousands of jobs back home. 

Wittman and U.S. Rep. Joe Courtney, D-2nd District, are 
the chairmen of the Congressional Shipbuilding Caucus. 
Courtney accompanied Wittman on the EB tour. 
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29. GOP Pushes Back Against Further Cuts In Nukes 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 15 FEB 12) ... Donna Cassata and Robert Burns 

WASHINGTON — Congressional Republicans on 
Wednesday vowed to block the Obama administration from 
sharply cutting the U.S. nuclear force, calling potential 
reductions of as much as 80 percent in the number of deployed 
weapons “reckless lunacy.” 

Pointing to the growing number of trouble spots, from 
Iran to Syria to Egypt, members of the House Armed Services 
Committee said any significant cuts would undermine the U.S. 
ability to deter aggression. The Associated Press reported on 
Tuesday that the administration is weighing several options 
for new reductions from the current treaty limit of 1,550 
deployed strategic warheads. 

Defense Secretary Leon Panetta and Army Gen. Martin 
Dempsey, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, told the 
committee that no decision has been made and maintaining the 
current level is one of the options. But that did little to assuage 
GOP lawmakers. 

“I just want to go on record as saying that there are many 
of us that are going to do everything we possibly can to make 
sure that this preposterous notion does not gain any real 
traction,” said Rep. Trent Franks, R-Ariz. 

The most modest option under discussion would return 
the United States to a level not seen in more than half a 
century, when the Soviet Union and the U.S. pushed ahead in 
a Cold War nuclear arms race. The administration is weighing 
at least three options for lower total numbers, cutting to 
around 1,000 to 1,100, 700 to 800, or 300 to 400. 

Although Dempsey said maintaining the status quo is one 
option, further cuts are consistent with President Barack 
Obama’s 2009 promise to pursue the elimination of nuclear 
weapons and the 2010 Nuclear Posture Review, which called 

for an “implementation study” by the Defense Department to 
review the nation’s nuclear deterrence requirements with an 
eye toward further reductions in the size of the arsenal. 

Last March, National Security Adviser Tom Donilon said 
the administration was making preparations for the next round 
of nuclear reductions. 

Rep. Mac Thornberry, R-Texas, complained that such a 
step would encourage other nations to advance their nuclear 
programs. Fearing Iran’s nuclear ambitions, the United States 
and the international community have imposed tough 
sanctions on Tehran. 

“If they see that we are going to come down from 1,500 
to some number in the low to middle hundreds, it does nothing 
but encourage our enemies and discourage our friends,” 
Thornberry said. “And the result of that is more nuclear 
weapons programs all across the world, which would seem to 
me to be something that we would not want to have happen.” 

Panetta said a number of options are being discussed but 
provided no specifics. He insisted any decision would be part 
of a treaty that would have to be ratified by the Senate. 

“As you know, reductions that have been made, at least in 
this administration, have only been made as part of the 
START process and not outside of that process. And I would 
expect that that would be the same in the future,” Panetta said. 

Rep. Michael Turner, R-Ohio, raised serious concerns 
about cuts of 80 percent. Franks called that “reckless lunacy.” 
In a statement, Sen. Jim Inhofe, R-Okla., accused Obama of 
“catering to his liberal base that believes that if we unilaterally 
disarm, the rest of the world will follow suit and threats to our 
national security will just go away.” 
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Rose Gottemoeller, the State Department’s top arms 
control official, told reporters Wednesday that although the 
administration is not yet ready to begin a new round of nuclear 
arms reduction negotiations with Russia, officials on both 
sides already are holding “serious discussions” on issues that 
should be settled before negotiations begin. 

She said such discussions have begun, for example, on 
reaching a common understanding of which sets of U.S. and 
Russian nuclear weapons should be included in the “strategic” 
category and which are “non-strategic.” The difference is 
important because until now, U.S.-Russian nuclear arms 
negotiations have dealt only with strategic weapons, which 
traditionally are defined as those capable of reaching either the 
U.S. or Russian homeland. The Russians argue that U.S. 
nuclear weapons based in Europe should be included in the 
“strategic” category; the U.S. disagrees. 

Panetta and Dempsey were pressed on the issue during 
their second day of congressional testimony on Obama’s 
defense budget for 2013. Democrats and Republicans are 
resisting proposed cuts in the size of the Army and Marine 
Corps, cutbacks on shipbuilding, delays in the purchase of 

some fighter jets and weapons systems and another round of 
domestic base closings. 

Overall, the budget for the fiscal year beginning Oct. 1 
would provide $525.4 billion in base spending and another 
$88.5 billion for the wars in Afghanistan and Iraq. The total is 
nearly $32 billion less than this year’s budget. 

Panetta repeatedly reminded lawmakers that the cuts were 
dictated by the budget agreement reached by Obama and 
Congress last summer, a pact supported by the panel’s 
chairman, Rep. Howard “Buck” McKeon, R-Calif., and many 
other members of the committee. 

“The bottom line here is we were handed a number for 
defense reductions. We stepped up to the plate, we met our 
obligations to try to do this in a way that would still preserve 
for us an effective force to deal with the threats,” Panetta said. 

Committee Republicans argued that Obama had called for 
$400 billion in reductions over 10 years last April, months 
before the deficit-cutting plan. 

Looking at future budgets, Rep. Adam Smith of 
Washington state, the panel’s top Democrat, said that in reality 
the cuts are a reduction in projected spending. 

“It’s a decrease in the increase,” Smith said. 
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30. DoD Looking At 'Broad' Industry Strategy 
(DEFENSE DAILY 16 FEB 12) ... Emelie Rutherford 

The Pentagon's plan to spend money to support defense 
firms as weapons buying shrinks will be wide-reaching, the 
defense secretary said yesterday about the still-nebulous 
industrial effort. 

Secretary Leon Panetta fielded questioning from the 
House Armed Services Committee (HASC) yesterday about 
how he plans to bolster the industrial base as part of the 
Pentagon's so-called reversibility concept, to budget and plan 
in a manner so that the military can quickly respond to 
unforeseen future threats. 

The new defense strategy President Barack Obama 
unveiled Jan. 6 says the Pentagon is seeking to account for its 
ability "to make a course change that could be driven by many 
factors, including shocks or evolutions in the strategic, 
operational, economic, and technological spheres." It says the 
"concept of 'reversibility'--including the vectors on which we 
place our industrial base, our people, our active-reserve 
component balance, our posture, and our partnership 
emphasis--is a key part of our decision calculus." 

Rep. David Loebsack (D-Iowa) quizzed Panetta yesterday 
about that new strategic guidance, which further says the 
Pentagon will make every effort to maintain an adequate 
industrial base. 

The defense secretary said the Pentagon wants to "be able 
to reverse any steps we've taken in order to be prepared for the 
future." 

"We are looking at a broad strategy here as to how best do 
we do this to make sure that as we fund the industrial base we 
do it in ways that obviously (yield) cost savings, but at the 
same time maintain those areas in place," Panetta said. "That's 
sometimes not an easy challenge." 

Loebsack called for supporting the organic base of 
arsenals, saying they provide "a critical function of our 

readiness and our ability to supply our troops in the event that 
we have another conflict." 

Panetta said those facilities will be protected as part of the 
industrial-base shielding effort. 

"My goal is I do not want to put anybody out of business 
in that area," he said. "And we're going to do everything we 
can to ensure that they're around." 

The congressman questioned if Pentagon officials have 
actively engaged the military services to develop an actual 
plan to sustain the U.S. organic industrial base. 

Panetta said such planning is "part and parcel of the 
whole strategy here...to maintain that industrial base." 
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Army Gen. Martin 
Dempsey, who also testified before the HASC, said the 
military service chiefs have briefed him and Panetta on their 
plans regarding the industrial base. 

The Pentagon sent Congress a $525.4 billion defense 
budget request for fiscal year 2013 on Monday. The spending 
proposal is $45 billion less than previously projected, because 
of spending caps in the deficit-reduction law passed last year. 
Much of that reduction--$18 billion--comes from procurement 
accounts and a $6 billion drop comes from research and 
development spending. The budget proposal also lays out 
$259 billion in cuts to previous plans for spending across the 
Future Years Defense Plan (FYDP), which runs from FY '13 
to FY '17. That five-year cut includes $94 billion to weapons 
purchases and $17 billion to research funding. 

The Pentagon's FY '13 budget overview book says the 
Defense Department "will make every effort to maintain an 
adequate industrial base and our investment in science and 
technology." It says this effort relates to "Strategic Objective 
3.5-2D." 
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31. ULA Set To Launch Navy Satellite Thursday 
(DENVER POST 15 FEB 12) ... Ann Schrader 

Centennial-based United Launch Alliance is set to launch 
the U.S. Navy's first next-generation narrowband tactical 
communications satellite. 

The launch window opens at 3:46 p.m. MST Thursday at 
Cape Canaveral Air Force Station in Florida. Carrying the 
Mobile User Objective System-1 satellite aloft will be an Atlas 
V rocket. 

Lockheed Martin Space Systems, headquartered in south 
Jefferson County, is building a series of four MUOS satellites 
plus a spare for the Navy at its Sunnyvale, Calif., facility. 

Military users will have 10 times the capacity as current 
systems once General Dynamics completes work this summer 
on a signal that will allow soldiers on the move to 
communicate with the satellite's digital payload. 

Once the digital system is activated, the satellite system 
will provide simultaneous voice, video and data 
communications beyond lines-of-sight and enhanced 
geolocation capabilities. 

Mark Pasquale, Lockheed's MUOS program manager, 
said the satellite system will function similar to a cellphone 
tower. 

The first MUOS will carry both the digital and UHF 
technology used on current military satellites. 

In 2004, Lockheed won the initial $2.1 billion contract to 
build the first two MUOS satellites and the ground-control 
system. Since then, the Navy exercised a contract option to 
product three additional satellites. 

The second MUOS satellite is undergoing environmental 
testing and is scheduled for launch in about a year. 
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32. Marines Won't Deploy Boeing's Unmanned Helicopter 
(DEFENSE DAILY 16 FEB 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

Boeing's A-160T unmanned helicopter will not be making 
its way to Afghanistan to participate in a program designed 
under an urgent requirement to ferry supplies to Marines in 
remote locations in the country, Naval Air Systems Command 
(NAVAIR) said yesterday. 

The A-160T Hummingbird was one of two systems along 
with Lockheed Martin's K-MAX competing in the Cargo UAS 
program for the mission. 

The Navy and Marine Corps deployed two K-MAXs to 
Afghanistan in November and the helicopters have carried out 
flights to supply troops, drawing praise in recent remarks by 
senior Marine officers. 

The A-160T, however, has encountered technical 
problems, prompting the Marine Corps to issue a 60-day stop 
work order in December (Defense Daily, Dec. 22). NAVAIR 
says there are now no plans to send Hummingbird to 
Afghanistan. 

"The Navy and Marine Corps will not be deploying the 
A-160 Hummingbird for the current military utility assessment 
in Afghanistan," Eric Pratson, NAVAIR's lead for the Cargo 
UAS integrated product team, said in a statement. "The 
government team is working with Boeing on a path forward 
for the existing contract." 

Asked whether this meant the A-160T's participation in 
the Cargo UAS was heading toward termination, NAVAIR 
spokeswoman Jamie Cosgrove said it will not be used in 
Afghanistan for the current requirement and that the command 
was "working through what to do with the existing contract." 

Boeing spokeswoman Elaine Brabant the company is still 
operating under the Dec. 15 cease work order and that there 
has been no activity on the Marine Corps side of the program. 
"We're waiting to find out what the next steps are going to be." 

The A-160T is also under a separate development contract 
with the Army for intelligence, reconnaissance and 
surveillance missions. 

The Navy awarded dueling development contracts to 
Lockheed Martin and Boeing in December 2010 to create an 
unmanned airlift capability in response to an urgent 
requirements request by Marines in Afghanistan. 

The unmanned, autonomous flying helicopters are 
intended to reduce risks, such as ambushes or improvised 
explosive devices (IEDs), associated with moving supplies on 
the ground. 

Lockheed Martin teamed up with Kaman Aerospace to 
offer K-MAX. 

Boeing inherited the Hummingbird when it acquired 
Frontier Systems in 2004. K-MAX cleared a Quick Reaction 
Assessment (QRA) last summer before deploying to 
Afghanistan. The A-160T has not reached the QRA phase. 

Lt. Gen. Richard Mills, the Marine deputy commandant 
for combat development and integration, said in January that 
reports of K-MAX's performance in Afghanistan were "very 
good." He added, however, he would like to see it increase its 
payload capability. 
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BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
33. Hampton Roads To Feel Defense Budget Cuts Despite Carrier Staying 
(WVEC ABC NORFOLK 15 FEB 12) 

NORFOLK -- Hampton Roads won't be losing an aircraft 
carrier right now, but the area will feel the defense budget cuts 
in other ways. 

The region will lose 14 ships and 3,000 personnel, but 
Senator Mark Warner says it could have been much worse. 

"I would call that a net win for the region, compared to 
other regions all around the country absorbing much, much 
greater costs." 

Two other issues that could still impact Hampton Roads 
are the President's call for two more rounds of base closings, 
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and the Chief of Naval Operations' pledge to homeport 
another aircraft carrier in San Diego, California. 

View Clip (RT: 0:36) 

Return to Index 
 

34. Bordallo Questions Secretary Of Defense About Proposed Modifications To Buildup Plans 
(PACIFIC DAILY NEWS (GUAM) 16 FEB 12) 

Guam Delegate Madeleine Bordallo today addressed 
proposed modifications to the realignment of Marine Corps 
forces in the Pacific during an oversight hearing of the House 
Armed Services Committee on the Department of Defense 
budget for Fiscal 2013. 

Bordallo requested that Secretary of Defense Leon 
Panetta explain the rationale behind the new implementation 
plan and how it would enhance the U.S. strategic posture in 
the region, according to a press release from Bordallo’s office. 
Under Secretary of Defense Robert F. Hale and Chairman of 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff Gen. Martin E. Dempsey also testified 
at the hearing today. 

Bordallo inquired about the foundation for changes to the 
realignment roadmap, and what role, if any, the Budget 
Control Act played in these decisions. 

Last week Bordallo and Arthur Clark, Gov. Eddie Calvo’s 
director of policy, confirmed that the military buildup on 
Guam will shrink to 4,700 Marines, according to Pacific Daily 
News files. Clark said he was given the official number by 
Navy Undersecretary Robert Work in a conference call. 

The exact laydown and mixture of the forces has yet to be 
formalized, files state. The military is considering making 
some of the Marines coming to Guam rotational forces. 

Bordallo has said she "strongly disagrees with those who 
suggest a rotational presence is a viable option,” files state. 

During today’s meeting Bordallo expressed concern that 
re-opening negotiations with the Japanese government may 
result in a reduced overall contribution to the buildup, based 
on the decision to de-link the realignment from the issue of the 
Futenma Replacement Facility, the release states. Given this 
possibility, Bordallo asked how the department would meet 
Guam’s infrastructure needs. 

Bordallo also inquired about unobligated funds already 
received from the Government of Japan and what steps the 
department was taking to meet the requirements needed to 
spend these funds, the release states. 

Panetta noted that a final agreement has not been reached 
between the Obama Administration and the Japanese 
government and that the Department of Defense continues to 
work out the details of the proposed changes, the release 
states. He also stressed that it is critical for the Marine Corps 
to maintain a forward presence in the region to ensure regional 
and national security. Panetta pledged to continue to work 
with Bordallo as the revised agreement with Japan is finalized. 

“I appreciate the administration’s continued focus on the 
Asia-Pacific region, and I am pleased that the Department of 
Defense is working on ways to press forward with military 
buildup on Guam,” Bordallo said in the release. “Secretary 
Panetta reaffirmed the administration’s support for the 
realignment, and reiterated that DoD continues to work with 
the Government of Japan to finalize the plan. He emphasized 
the strategic importance of maintaining a forward Marine 
presence in the Pacific, and said that the administration is 
developing a plan that includes a rotational presence of 
Marines that is able to respond to crises in our region. 
However, I cautioned that I remain seriously concerned about 
any proposals to have predominantly rotational forces on 
Guam. A reduced number of Marines does address some 
concerns in the community, but we should be cautious about 
saving money on military construction while increasing other 
operating costs for the Marines. I will continue to work with 
my colleagues and the Obama Administration to closely 
scrutinize the details of the proposed realignment plan as they 
become available.” 
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35. Panetta Voices Hope For Japan's Funding In Marine Transfer To Guam 
(KYODO NEWS 15 FEB 12) 

WASHINGTON -- U.S. Defense Secretary Leon Panetta 
on Wednesday expressed hope that Japan will contribute 
financially to the planned transfer of Marines in Okinawa 
Prefecture to Guam, amid growing calls in Japan for reducing 
the cost burden in line with the recent review of the 
realignment of U.S. forces in the country. 

Noting that Washington and Tokyo are discussing the 
matter, Panetta told a hearing of the Arms Services Committee 
of the House of Representatives that Japan has been ''very 
generous'' and it ''will give us a lot of the funds to try to 
support that.'' 

Under the current bilateral agreement on the relocation of 
Okinawa-based Marines to Guam, Japan will pay $6.1 billion 

to support the transfer of 8,000 Marines and 9,000 dependents 
by 2014, while the United States will bear $4.2 billion. 

Now that the Pentagon is planning to move about 4,700 
Marines from Okinawa to Guam, there are expectations that 
the smaller Marine transfer may lead to a smaller financial 
burden for Tokyo. 

''I am very pleased with the attitude that the Japanese are 
taking'' in the negotiations between the two countries, Panetta 
said. 

Japan and the United States recently agreed to review the 
transfer of Okinawa Marines to Guam, with the aim of 
diversifying the deployment to better deal with possible 
military contingency in the Pacific region. 
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36. ONR Works To Build A Diverse Future Force Through Outreach 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 15 FEB 12) ... Katherine H. Crawford, Office of Naval Research 

ARLINGTON, Va. -- Office of Naval Research (ONR) 
personnel will be in Philadelphia Feb. 17-18, providing 
information to approximately 10,000 students and 
professionals attending the annual Black Engineer of the Year 
(BEYA) conference. 

"BEYA is an opportunity for ONR to interact with a 
diverse group of young engineers who may contribute to some 
of our future work force needs," said Dr. Anthony Junior, 
director, Department of the Navy (DoN) Historically Black 
Colleges and Universities/Minority Institutions Program 
office. 

Attracting a wide assortment of top employees-
particularly for Science, Technology, Engineering and Math 
(STEM) fields-is a DON priority. It is also a key component 
of the secretary of the Navy's STEM roadmap, which aims to 
expand nationwide efforts to increase student and teacher 
participation in science and technology-related fields, as well 
as bolster interest from underserved populations. The ultimate 
goal is to increase the number of students pursing STEM 
studies and careers to support both the DON and the nation. 

ONR subject-matter experts will be in booth No. 515, 
speaking to attendees about the command's internship, 

research and career opportunities. Exhibit hours are 9 a.m.- 4 
p.m. Feb. 17, and 10 a.m.- 4 p.m. Feb. 18. 

Formally called the 26th BEYA STEM Global 
Competitiveness Conference, the event will also feature 
opportunities for students, including a career fair and job 
search resources, as well as for professionals, including 
training, networking, role models, mentors and awards. 
Attendees include college representatives, thousands of elite 
professionals and students from across the country who are 
interested or involved in STEM disciplines and careers. 

The event also includes seminars, workshops, 
presentations and a Stars & Stripes dinner honoring active and 
retired African-American high-ranking military personnel and 
members of the Senior Executive Service. 

ONR provides the science and technology necessary to 
maintain the Navy and Marine Corps' technological 
advantage. Through its affiliates, ONR is a leader in science 
and technology with engagement in 50 states, 30 countries, 
1,035 institutions of higher learning and more than 900 
industry partners. ONR employs approximately 1,065 people, 
comprising uniformed, civilian and contract personnel, with 
additional employees at the Naval Research Lab in 
Washington, D.C. 
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37. Navy Warfare Development Command Announces Speakers For Innovation Symposium 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 15 FEB 12) ... Navy Warfare Development Command Public Affairs 

NORFOLK, Va. -- Navy Warfare Development 
Command's (NWDC) "Innovation Series 2012" will kick off 
this year's campaign with a Maritime Innovation Symposium 
scheduled for March 13-14, at NWDC on Naval Station 
Norfolk. 

Under the theme "Regaining the Innovation 
Advantage...Awakening Our Creative DNA," the symposium 
will feature speakers from military, academia and industry to 
exchange ideas, identify opportunities and challenges, propose 
ways to move maritime innovation forward, and educate and 
elevate awareness of innovation across the Fleet. 

Adm. John C. Harvey, Jr., commander, U.S. Fleet Forces, 
will kick off the event. Rear Adm. Terry B. Kraft, commander, 
Navy Warfare Development Command, will also provide 
remarks and serve as host. 

Featured speakers will include: 

 Dr. Williamson Murray, author of "Military 
Innovations in the Interwar Period," will set the stage 
during an opening session on "Historical Perspectives 
on Navy Innovation." 

 Robert Rubel, dean of the Center for Naval Warfare 
Studies at the Naval War College, will talk about the 
"Sociology of Innovation in the Navy." 

 Dennis Bushnell, chief scientist at NASA Langley 
Research Center, will discuss "Innovation Barriers 
and Opportunities." 

 Art Corbet, director, Marine & Naval Concepts, will 
bring a Marine perspective through "The Benefits of 
Mission Command." 

 Vice Adm. Robert Parker, Commander, Coast Guard 
Atlantic Area, will provide a Coast Guard 
perspective. 

 Dr. Lawrence Schuette, director of Innovation at the 
Office of Naval Research, will present "Increasing 
the Navy's Capacity for Innovation." 

 Peter Wilson, senior defense research analyst for 
RAND Corporation, will talk about "Relationships of 
Military Innovation across Four Generations of 
Warfare." 

 John Kao, chairman of the Institute for Large Scale 
Innovation, will give his insights on "Harnessing 
Innovative Practices." 

 Professor Don Chisholm of the Joint Military 
Operations Department at the Naval War College will 
wrap-up the conference with a discussion on "Setting 
the Conditions for an Innovative Culture." 

"Our Navy has a unique history of creativity and 
adaptability. The challenge now, in a changing world with 
budget challenges, is to regain our innovation advantage," 
Kraft said. "That is the focus of the symposium and our 
overall 'Innovation Series 2012' campaign: to awaken our 
culture of innovation in direct support of the warfighter." 

Individuals who would like to attend the event can find 
registration and other logistical information at on NWDC's 
CAC-enabled portal at 
https://portal.nwdc.navy.mil/cft/IS/default.aspx. 
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38. Oakley's Freedom High Athletes Test Limits In Navy SEAL Fitness Challenge 
(CONTRA COSTA (CA) TIMES 15 FEB 12) ... Rowena Coetsee 

Dozens of Freedom High School athletes recently tested 
their physical limits to see if they have what it takes to join the 
Navy's elite. 

Students on the Oakley school's tennis, swim, diving and 
wrestling teams panted, grunted and sweated their way 
through a series of timed exercises last week in the Navy 
SEAL Fitness Challenge. 

Patterned after the screening that would-be recruits must 
pass to qualify for the U.S. Navy's special operations force, 
the just-for-fun event featured swimming, push-ups, sit-ups, 
pull-ups and running half a dozen laps around the track. 

Promoting the event was the National High School 
Coaches Association, which has held these tests at high 
schools in 34 states since March. 

The group has been involved since some of its members 
visited the Navy's SEAL training base in Coronado. 

"This is a way of exposing (students) to the SEALs and 
all the different opportunities within the organization," said 
founder and chief executive officer Bob Ferraro. 

While a Navy recruiter handed out brochures describing 
those options, teens massed around the campus pool. 

"I'm kind of nervous about the swimming -- it's a lot," 
said 17-year-old tennis player David Moe, as he waited for his 
turn amid a throng of 61 Speedos, jammers and one-piece 
racing swimsuits. 

Three students in each lane splashed toward the goal of 
completing 20 laps within 12 minutes and 30 seconds; among 
them was Athletic Director Steve Amaro, who 

"Woo! I could be a Navy SEAL!" he exclaimed upon 
learning he'd finished with 37 seconds to spare. 

Then it was onto the wrestling room to give pecs, abs and 
deltoids a workout. 

The assignment? Do as many push-ups and sit-ups as you 
can in a couple of two-minute sessions and then hoist your 
chin over a high bar until your muscles cry uncle. 

Although a number of the girls giggled and chatted 
between sit-ups, some took the drill seriously and curled 
themselves up to their knees. 

Servando Reyes, 16, was all business as he overcame 
fatigue to knock out 57 sit-ups. 

Then again, he does about 50 every night to strengthen his 
core muscles, the tennis player said. 

But Reyes, whose time on the swim was just 17 seconds 
over the limit, has no plans to join the Navy. 

"I'd be too scared," he said of the rigors. "This every day? 
No." 

Brianna Rice bested many of her peers by managing three 
pull-ups using a grip she learned in gymnastics. 

Freshman Sean Meads was a contender for the 
understatement of the day after whisking through 78 sit-ups 
and 100 push-ups. 

"I'm sore," he said. 
The 14-year-old also polished off 11 pull-ups, although he 

attributed the achievement to carrying just 100 pounds on his 
5-foot-seven-inch frame. 

"I'm pretty skinny so I don't have to lift that much," 
Meads said. 
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NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
39. First Lady Pushes Spousal License Portability 
(NAVY TIMES 15 FEB 12) ... Karen Jowers 

The Obama administration has set a goal for all 50 states 
to pass their own legislation to address licensing issues for 
military spouses, to make it easier to transfer professional 
licenses and certifications from one state to another, first lady 
Michelle Obama told a group of service members, spouses and 
officials in the Pentagon auditorium today. 

“We know it’s an ambitious goal. We know it won’t be 
easy to achieve, but we also know that our nation’s military 
families have waited long enough,” Obama said, speaking 
about the initiative on stage with Army wife Ann Wells, Dr. 
Jill Biden, Defense Secretary Leon Panetta, and Joint Chiefs 
Chairman Gen. Martin Dempsey. 

Panetta noted that his wife’s ability to practice as a nurse 
was often inhibited by these licensing issues when he was in 
the service. 

The issue must be addressed by each state. To date, 11 
states have adopted legislation to support military spouse 
professional license portability; 13 have proposals in the 
works. 

Nearly 35 percent of military spouses in the workforce are 
in professions that require licenses or certification, according 
to a report released Wednesday. The report was a joint effort 

by the departments of defense and treasury, and provides ideas 
for the states to consider. 

“These are practical, real steps to bring more flexibility 
and portability with fewer obstacles and delays for our 
military spouses with license careers,” Dempsey said. “It takes 
some of the rocks out of their rucksacks and gives them the 
fair shot that they both need and deserve.”From 2007 to 2011 
an average of 15 percent of military spouses reported moving 
across state lines in the previous year, compared with 1.5 
percent of their civilian counterparts, according to the report. 

The top three professions of military spouses are teachers 
(5.2 percent), child care workers (3.9 percent) and registered 
nurses (3.7 percent), all of which require licenses or 
certifications. 

Ann Wells, whose husband Robert is an Army career 
combat engineer and command sergeant major, said she has 
lost track of how many months she has spent waiting to get 
her license renewed as a registered nurse every time she 
moved. 

She described herself as “enormously proud” of what her 
husband does, and proud to step up and serve her country. But, 
she said, “I take my profession as a nurse just as seriously as 
Robert does the military.” 



 31

At one point in one state, because the whole licensing 
process was so difficult, and her husband was having a tough 
time after a deployment, she gave up and decided not to get 
her license. 

“We’re not looking for a handout. None of us wants to 
change a professional standard,” Wells said. “We just want to 
be able to provide for our families and continue the careers 
that we love.” 

Obama said this issue is the No. 1 problem military 
spouses talk about when she and Biden, wife of Vice President 
Joe Biden, travel around the country promoting Joining 
Forces, their initiative to support military families. 

“So on the rare occasion when our military spouses do 
speak up and ask for our help, then it’s time for all of us to 
take action,” Obama said. 

As one example, she said, a military spouse with years of 
teaching experience who moves across state lines could end up 
taking extra classes for weeks before getting a job, in addition 
to other requirements. 

“When you’re talking about dozens of careers, the web of 
requirements and standards can get pretty thick,” she said. 

But Obama stressed: “We’re not asking any state to 
change their standards. These state rules are important, and 
states have every right to set benchmarks just like these. In 
doing so, they hold our professionals to a high bar and they 
give us all peace of mind whenever we walk into a hospital or 
enroll our kids in school. 

“But it’s also clear that this system poses very unique 
challenges for our military families.” 

The report provides tips and ideas for states, “not edicts 
and decrees,” she said. 

The Defense Department’s state liaison office has been 
working on this issue since 2008. In 2011, the office presented 
some options to state policymakers that would ease the 
process for spouses, while preserving the integrity of the 
licensing process. 

The best practices that DoD and Treasury officials 
identified in their report include: 

• Licensure by endorsement, if the license from the 
previous state is based on requirements similar to 
those in the receiving state, and without a disciplinary 
record. 

• Temporary or provisional licensing, allowing 
applicants to be employed while they fulfill the 
requirements of a permanent license, such as 
examinations, applications and fees. 

• Expedited application process: For example, an 
official overseeing licensing with a state also can 
approve license applications for the boards. 

To date, 11 states have adopted legislation that supports 
military spouse license portability: Alaska, Arizona, Colorado, 
Florida, Kentucky, Missouri, Montana, Tennessee, Texas, 
Utah and Washington. 

Another 13 states have proposed legislation to help 
spouses in these situations: Colorado, Delaware, Hawaii, 
Indiana, Kansas, Nebraska, New York, North Carolina, Ohio, 
Oklahoma, South Carolina, Virginia and West Virginia. 
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40. Armed Services Chairman McKeon Takes Tough Line On ‘Hidden Earmarks’ 
(THE HILL 15 FEB 12) ... Jeremy Herb 

House Armed Services Committee Chairman Buck 
McKeon (R-Calif.) is taking a tougher line on so-called hidden 
earmarks. 

McKeon is discouraging House members from submitting 
funding proposals in the 2013 defense authorization bill that 
were criticized last year as efforts to make an end-run around 
the House earmark ban. 

In a letter to committee members obtained by The Hill, 
McKeon said the proposals in question are not earmarks. But 
he also takes a tougher line than a year ago, telling members 
they should not submit “budgetary proposals” to reallocate 
money at all, because the cuts mandated in the 2013 defense 
budget means money is tight. 

“Given the austere fiscal environment, our continued 
commitment to the war in Afghanistan, and the increasingly 
hostile global security environment, any reallocation of funds 
within the national defense budget function can only be for the 
most critical of security priorities,” McKeon wrote. 
“Therefore, I strongly discourage our members from offering 
budgetary legislative proposals.” 

McKeon said he is unlikely to support these proposals 
unless there’s a compelling national security justification. 

McKeon is targeting proposals similar to the ones in last 
year’s bill, which critics said were earmarks by a different 
name. They said the funding proposals were basically 
earmarks because the proposals allocated funds the 
administration did not ask for. 

McKeon defended them last year as being in the spirit and 
letter of the House earmark ban because they don’t move 
funds directly to a locality or entity. 

A Democratic congressional aide said that last year’s bill 
was “loaded ... with pork in a less transparent way” than the 
earmarking process. 

“Surprisingly, the Senate caught on and stripped out all 
the earmarks,” the aide said. “This year, they are looking to 
avoid that from happening by pushing the process further out 
of the public eye and making it less transparent.” 

A Republican aide responded that the House voluntarily 
took out the provisions last year, and said the Democrats are 
now “pulling the fire alarm before you smell smoke.” 

“The fact is the chairman has set a clear path to enable the 
committee to fulfill its oversight responsibilities by making 
substantive policy changes,” the Republican aide said. 
“Criticizing those proposals before they are even written 
seems a little kneejerk.” 

Sen. Claire McCaskill (D-Mo.) accused the House Armed 
Services Committee last year of having more than 100 
amendments in the 2012 defense authorization bill that were 
earmarks. McKeon’s staff disputed the characterization, 
saying that McCaskill’s report labeled any change in spending 
levels as an earmark. 

Defense Secretary Leon Panetta has urged Congress not 
to tinker too much with the different parts of the defense 
budget, as he said the package works together to achieve the 
necessary savings. 
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“This is a zero-sum game,” Panetta said at Tuesday’s Senate hearing. “There is no free money here.” 
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41. Lawmakers Question Whether Sequestration Cuts Would Hit Veterans 
(STARS AND STRIPES 15 FEB 12) ... Leo Shane III 

WASHINGTON — Veterans programs would see a 
significant boost under the budget proposal laid out by the 
White House this week, but lawmakers were more concerned 
Wednesday about whether the looming threat of automatic 
defense funding cuts could undo those positive numbers. 

House Veterans Affairs Chairman Jeff Miller, R-Fla., said 
questions of whether congressionally mandated defense 
spending cuts — part of a sequestration mechanism agreed 
upon last summer — have left veterans “twisting in the wind” 
and threaten to undo positive steps in their support programs. 

The sequestration agreement, to be enforced starting next 
January, will force more than $500 billion in defense spending 
reductions over the next decade, along with corresponding 
cuts to other domestic, non-defense initiatives. 

White House officials have declined to issue a formal 
ruling on whether those cuts could include veterans programs, 
although lawmakers have said they did not intend the 
Department of Veterans Affairs to be included. 

Miller accused the White House of delaying an answer on 
the veterans issue to pressure Congress into finding alternative 
cuts, and promised to offer new legislation in coming days 
which would exempt the VA from any sequester reductions. 

“There is enough pressure to act already without 
threatening veterans,” he said. “One way or another, a 
decision must be made.” 

Democrats on the committee dismissed concerns about 
political gamesmanship, but echoed concerns that the looming 
cuts could hurt veterans. 

In contrast to the contentious defense budget debates 
being held on the other side of Capitol Hill on Wednesday, 
committee lawmakers from both parties offered general 
support for the White House’s fiscal 2013 budget plan, which 
would boost discretionary spending for veterans programs by 
4.5 percent. 

VA Secretary Eric Shinseki said the funding boost comes 
at a time when the department already working to serve about 
1.4 million Iraq and Afghanistan veterans and anticipating 
another 1 milllion new veterans leaving the military in the 
next five years. 

The increased funding will go toward reducing the 
benefits backlog, including improvements to claims 
processing systems, he said. The department is also seeking 
more money for mental health services, initiatives to help 
homeless veterans, and programs focused on medical access 
for female veterans. 

The budget plan also calls for $1 billion for the 
president’s new Veterans Job Corps proposal, which would 
hire Iraq and Afghanistan veterans as public safety and park 
service employees. Conservatives on the panel said they 
remain concerned about the lack of details on that program, 
even with the employment problems facing that veteran 
population. 

Return to Index 
 

42. General: Cuts Will Drive Career Competition 
(MARINE CORPS TIMES 15 FEB 12) ... James K. Sanborn 

Deeper than anticipated manpower cuts mean Marines 
will face the stiffest competition to stay in uniform in more 
than a decade, and more units will deactivate as the Corps 
whittles down to 182,100. 

Competition for first-term Marines will be especially 
difficult. The Corps is working to retain mid-grade officers 
and enlisted Marines with more than one term under their 
belts, said Lt. Gen. Richard P. Mills, head of Marine Corps 
Combat Development Command, during a speech Wednesday 
hosted by the Defense Strategies Institute in downtown 
Washington. 

Mills detailed how the Marine Corps will make those cuts 
with a $23.9 billion dollar budget request for fiscal 2013 that 
is $2.7 billion less than expected.The reason for the re-
enlistment shift is twofold, Mills said. First, it will help the 
Marine Corps preserve knowledge and experience gained 
during 10 years at war. Second, in what he termed 
“reversibility,” it will allow the force to rapidly grow in the 
event of an unforeseen national emergency. While it is 
expensive to keep more majors, staff sergeants and gunnery 
sergeants, their experience would be necessary to train a large, 
unexpected influx of new Marines. 

The Navy Department’s 2013 budget request highlights 
this trend towards retaining more experienced troops. In fiscal 

2011, more than half of all re-enlistments — 56 percent — 
were made by first-term Marines, according to budget 
documents. The rate is slated to fall to 46 percent this fiscal 
year and 39 percent for fiscal ’13. 

But the competition doesn’t necessarily mean Marines 
will be pushed out early. By drawing down gradually over 
four years, Mills said, the Corps shouldn’t have to resort to 
involuntary separations. Those who already signed up will be 
allowed to finish their term. Those wanting to stay in uniform 
will have to up their game as leaders begin to “pick from the 
best.” 

Marines will have to have an impeccable record, proving 
themselves worthy not just professionally, but also personally, 
he said. They will also have to decide very early if they want 
to make the Marine Corps a career and pursue it aggressively. 

Larger-than-anticipated manpower cuts also mean the 
Marine Corps will have to cut more infantry battalions and 
aviation squadrons than previously planned, Mills 
acknowledged. Entire units would be trimmed, rather than 
piecemeal cuts from within units, Mills said, to ensure that 
every unit is always trained, equipped and ready to deploy. 

Mills did not identify where the additional unit cuts will 
come from, but said they will be spread across the Corps 
without affecting East or West Coast units disproportionately. 
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43. No Questions For Yemen President In USS Cole Case 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 15 FEB 12) 

SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico — A military judge in the war 
crimes trial of a Guantanamo prisoner charged in the attack on 
the USS Cole has denied a defense request to question Yemeni 
President Ali Abdullah Saleh as a witness in the case. 

The ruling by Army Col. James Pohl is subject to a 
Pentagon security review and has not been released. But the 
military defense lawyer who submitted the motion to depose 
Saleh, Navy Lt. Cmdr. Stephen Reyes, said Wednesday that it 
had been denied. 

Reyes is the Pentagon-appointed lawyer for Guantanamo 
prisoner Abd al-Nashiri, who is charged before a tribunal at 
the U.S. base in Cuba with war crimes for allegedly setting up 
the 2002 bombing of the USS Cole, an attack that killed 17 
Sailors. 

Pohl issued the ruling Tuesday and did not give a 
rationale, stating only that he would explain his decision in a 
later ruling, Reyes said. Earlier, the State Department said that 

Saleh, who is in New York for medical treatment, could not be 
questioned because he has diplomatic immunity. 

Reyes had argued that diplomatic immunity did not apply 
because he wanted to question Saleh as a defense witness, not 
a suspect, to collect information on the Yemeni government's 
investigation into the bombing of the Cole in the Yemeni port 
of Aden. 

"We believe that Saleh's testimony is necessary for this 
case and that it prejudices our ability to defend our client in a 
capital case," Reyes said. 

He said he was looking into whether he could appeal but 
he would have to move fast. Saleh, who has said he intends to 
be back in Yemen in time for Feb. 21 elections, is expected to 
leave the U.S. within days. 

Saleh, who was president at the time of the Cole attack, 
arrived in the U.S. on Jan. 28 for treatment of burns suffered 
in an assassination attempt in June. 
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OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
44. USS Sioux City: An Honor And A Source Of Pride 
(SIOUX CITY (IA) JOURNAL 16 FEB 12) ... Editorial 

Secretary of the Navy Ray Mabus announced the next 
five Navy ships: Three guided-missile destroyers - the USS 
John Finn, the USS Ralph Johnson and the USS Rafael Peralta 
- and two littoral combat ships - the USS Omaha ... and the 
USS Sioux City. 

"I chose the name for our two new littoral combat ships 
after Midwestern cities from America's heartland, to honor the 
patriotic, hard-working citizens of Sioux City, Iowa, and 
Omaha, Nebraska, for their support of and contributions to the 
military," Mabus said in a Department of Defense news 
release. 

Littoral combat ships, Mabus said, will be "a major part 
of the future of our Navy." The ships, which Mabus described 

as fast and agile with an ability to operate in both shallow and 
deep waters, will support mine, undersea and surface-warfare 
missions. The USS Sioux City, which will be built in 
Marinette, Wis., will be 378 feet in length and reach speeds in 
excess of 40 knots. 

Having a key vessel in America's defense arsenal named 
for our community should be a source of pride for all Sioux 
Cityans. Due to its strong tradition of support for America's 
men and women in uniform, we can't think of any city in Iowa 
more deserving of this honor than this one. 

We return the Navy salute. And look forward to the 
commissioning ceremony. 

Return to Index 
 

45. Amid Uncertainty, Carrier Stays Put 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 16 FEB 12) ... Editorials 

The Obama administration's 2013 budget proposal 
brought good news for the Navy in Hampton Roads - and a 
good deal of uncertainty. 

The move of an aircraft carrier from Norfolk to Mayport, 
Fla., originally scheduled for 2019, was postponed 
indefinitely. The $525 billion defense budget, which outlines 
plans for the next five years, does not include three key 
projects to upgrade the Florida base for a nuclear carrier. 

Keeping that carrier in Norfolk means this region also 
keeps the 6,000 jobs and $425 million in annual revenue that 
go with it. 

It's a victory for all of us, especially for the Sailors who 
would prefer to live in Virginia than in Florida, but also for 
their neighbors and friends and the schools and churches that 
depend on them. It's a victory for Virginia's legislators who 
worked for years for this result. 

It's a victory for the region's businesses and for tourism 
across several states. 

It's also a victory for good sense. 
Building a second carrier base on the East Coast has never 

been justified. It is monstrously expensive at a time the 
Defense Department needs to save every penny. With carriers 
on an almost constant deployment rotation, the idea of 
vulnerable ships sitting in port is a quaint anachronism. 

Despite the decision - and perhaps to compensate for it - 
Hampton Roads is likely to lose an amphibious ready group 
and its 2,000 Sailors to Mayport by 2015. A fast-attack 
submarine and a dock landing ship based here will be 
decommissioned. 

Perhaps most unsettling for Hampton Roads: The budget 
requests two rounds of military base closings, one in 2013 and 
another in 2015. 
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We don't have to remind anyone who was here in 2005 
how devastating the Base Realignment and Closure 
Commission decisions can be. The BRAC round that year 
resulted in Fort Monroe in Hampton closing and 
recommended that Oceana Naval Air Station be shut because 
surrounding development had undermined its mission. 

Only with concessions from local and state leaders, only 
with promises to curb encroachment on Oceana's fenceline, 
was the base - and with it tens of thousands of jobs - allowed 
to remain. 

The defense proposal, part of Obama's $3.8 trillion 
spending plan for 2013, is merely the first part of the process. 
Congress will attack and amend. But it's better for Hampton 
Roads than many feared. 

The bipartisan, bicameral super committee's inability last 
fall to come up with $1.2 trillion in deficit reduction was 
supposed to result in another $500 billion in cuts to the 
Pentagon starting next year. 

Obama's budget parses cuts more judiciously. 
It would provide piddling raises over the next five years, 

increases that will be eaten up by increased insurance costs. It 
calls for significant cuts in the number of service men and 
women, especially as the war in Afghanistan winds down. 

Nevertheless, as America begins to refocus its military 
efforts away from Iraq and Afghanistan, as the Pentagon 
moves toward another round of BRAC hearings, it's good 
news that the administration finds no need to waste $1 billion 
to move an aircraft carrier to Florida. 
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46. Funding The Defense Needs Of Tomorrow, Today 
Congress Must Think 10 Years Down The Line When It Comes To Nuclear Carriers 
(WASHINGTON POST 16 FEB 12) ... Walter Pincus 

Congress is looking at today’s threats, debating the 
reductions found in President Obama’s defense budget 
requests for next year, and probably not thinking about the 
world in 2022. That’s when the impact of some of its 
decisions will be felt. 

The USS Abraham Lincoln sails in the Indian Ocean last 
month. The nuclear carrier’s upcoming refueling will keep it 
out of action for a year. 

I am thinking specifically about Navy shipbuilding and 
the nation’s nuclear carrier fleet. Carriers are interesting 
because they take 10 years to build, another two to three years 
in shakedown cruises before they become operational — and 
then they last up to 50 years. 

What will the threats be over that period of time? How 
many of these $12 billion fighting machines does the United 
States need? Does the carrier fleet get sized for peacetime or 
for war? Does their mere presence in an area deter war? Are 
the president and Congress taking a long-enough view in 
making their decisions? 

At Monday’s Senate Armed Services Committee hearing, 
Defense Secretary Leon E. Panetta said of the proposed fiscal 
2013 budget: “We’ve maintained the 11 carriers in the Navy 
in order to ensure that we have sufficient forward presence. 
There’s nothing like a carrier to be able to allow for quick 
deployment. ... And that’ll give us a great capacity to be able 
to show our force structure in the Pacific.” 

But as Navy experts say, you need that number just to 
keep one in the Indian Ocean, another in the Western Pacific, 
and enough in reserve for contingencies, such as today’s need 
to keep two available for South Asia/Middle East use. The 
general standard for carriers is seven months on station and 25 
months at home port or dry dock. 

The nuclear ones also must have their power generators 
refueled. For example, the new budget contains $1.6 billion to 
refuel the reactor of the USS Abraham Lincoln, which just 
days ago passed through the Strait of Hormuz after weeks in 
the Persian Gulf aiding in the Afghan war. Refueling 
beginning in the next 12 months will keep the Lincoln out of 
action for a year. 

The new fiscal 2013 budget contains no money for 
CVN78, the USS Gerald R. Ford, although the Navy has 
identified the need for another $881 million for cost overruns 

in what has become a $12.3 billion ship. Its funding began in 
2001, and money to pay off the overruns has been pushed into 
the fiscal 2014 and 2015 budgets. 

The first of a new class of nuclear-powered carriers, the 
Ford is projected to save money in the long run by having a 
new reactor power plant that requires 50 percent fewer people 
to run it while generating far more electricity than the previous 
class of nuclear carriers. Overall, including the flight crews, 
the Ford will have some 3,800 personnel. That’s almost 1,200 
less than the current carriers. 

Of course, the Ford has had its problems. It became a test 
bed for new equipment and construction techniques. Along 
with the new power-generating nuclear reactor, the Ford will 
have a new electromagnetic catapult-launching system and a 
new phased-array radar to replace five radars on the earlier 
carriers. 

The catapult-launching system had to be built and then 
tested on land, since there was no ship deck built that could 
handle it. Those tests are ongoing at a site in Lakehurst, N.J., 
while parts of the finished system have begun to be installed in 
the Ford, which is being built at the Huntington Ingalls 
shipyard at Newport News, Va. 

The electromagnetic system, which has taken a decade to 
develop, will permit controlled acceleration and stoppage 
when launching aircraft. 

The Ford — more than 50 percent complete, with some 
4,000 employees working on it — is being put together much 
like a Lego set. Modules are put together elsewhere then 
brought to the ship. There will be some 500 of them, each one 
thoroughly tested after being connected to existing wiring and 
other systems. 

A December report by the Defense Department’s 
Director, Operational Test and Evaluation office raised a 
number of issues that still need fixing, including software 
related to the ship’s self-defense capability and its new 
phased-array radar. Another issue was completing a “manning 
construct,” a detailed examination of the crew size needed to 
operate the carrier. Since the Ford is to be able to increase the 
number of sorties launched per day to some 160, about 30 
percent more than current carriers, the manning structure is 
considered crucial. 



 35

The Ford is expected to be in the water by the summer of 
2013. At that time what is called a pre-commissioning unit 
will be put together and a prospective commanding officer 
assigned. Their job in part will be to put together the crew, 
which will grow until shortly before the ship construction is 
completed and the ship is delivered for commissioning. That is 
now expected in 2015, though it could slip. After the Navy 
takes over there will be further testing with the Navy crew and 
fixes made before a real shakedown cruise takes place. 

Meanwhile, the process for the next carrier, CVN79, the 
USS John F. Kennedy, has been underway since 2007. Some 
$2 billion has already been spent on the Kennedy’s design and 
research and development. The fiscal 2013 budget has $781 

million for it, $173.5 million for more research and 
development and $608.2 million in procurement funds. The 
Kennedy has already slipped, and prospects are it will not be 
received by the Navy until 2019 — and thus not operational 
until perhaps 2022. 

Navy shipbuilding, as you can see, is a complex and 
costly process. Panetta told the Senate committee Monday and 
the House Armed Services Committee on Tuesday that we 
have 285 Navy ships today and will have the same number 
five years from now. The new goal is getting to 300 by the end 
of 2022. I doubt it, but more important, why will we need 300 
ships in 2022 if the ones we keep building are so much more 
effective than the ones we had in the past? 
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47. If U.S. Troops Pull Out, Economic Growth May Slow 
(BLOOMBERG VIEW 15 FEB 12) ... Amity Shlaes 

Out. Everywhere. Yesterday. Those three words sum up 
the mood here at home when it comes to American military 
presence outside U.S. borders. 

President Barack Obama is signaling he wants to get out 
of Afghanistan so badly that he’s even taking a few political 
gambles to accelerate a pullout. There’s also a more general 
sense that putting soldiers in other countries has proved a bad 
investment for everyone involved, rendering those nations 
sadder, rougher and poorer. 

Given the parlous budgetary conditions in the U.S., the 
thinking goes, it would be better to slash U.S. defense 
spending. We need money at home. This week, Obama 
proposed reductions in military spending, saying a cut suited 
our “strategic priorities.” 

Yet the opposite may be true, at least when it comes to the 
most obvious form of investment: in economic growth abroad. 
That is the finding of a study published in recent weeks by 
Garett Jones of George Mason University in Virginia and Tim 
Kane of the Kansas City, Missouri-based Ewing Marion 
Kauffman Foundation. 

The more troops, the scholars found, the more growth. 
Looking at Navy, Army, Marine and Air Force presence in 94 
countries over 50 years -- 1950 to 2000 -- the authors found 
that putting U.S. troops in a country, starting from 0 to a 
presence of 100,000, about the number we had in Germany 
during the period studied, was over time associated with an 
increase in the per-capita growth rate of that country by an 
extra 1.8 percentage points a year. Even an increase from 10 to 
100 troops corresponded with a rise in growth of a third of a 
percentage point on average. 

Bases Build Nations 
“This study suggests Africa is poorer than it would have 

been with more active alliances between the U.S. and its many 
countries, particularly because of the absence of U.S. bases 
there,” Kane said in a telephone interview. Right now the 
concept of nation building is unpopular. But, Kane says, the 
study suggests that “nation building has a half-century track 
record worth remembering.” 

It’s worth noting that such sweeping conclusions are only 
possible because of something many young Americans never 
knew or have forgotten: that the U.S. was everywhere once, 
and for a long time. The Pentagon had an average of 730,000 
soldiers stationed abroad in the 1950s and 762,000 during the 
1960s. Then the numbers dropped to 502,000 in the 1970s, 

447,000 in the 1980s and 269,000 in the 1990s. In any given 
decade, at least 26 nations and as many as 49 nations hosted 
American troops, according to data assembled by the authors 
using Pentagon figures. 

Most Americans, with the exception of the United Auto 
Workers, understand that the cars that Japan and Germany 
sold us after we helped those countries recover from World 
War II enriched the wealth of both nations. But is the 
experience of the previous century, when troops were heavily 
concentrated in European countries with courts and diverse 
economies, applicable in places such as Afghanistan or Iraq? 
In one encouraging sign, Jones and Kane found that growth in 
places with fewer such institutions still accelerated when GIs 
were present. A prime example is Turkey. 

What about military, economic or social aid instead of 
actual troops? These days, it seems an easy substitute to the 
U.S. voter, battle-fatigued as he is more than a decade after 
Sept. 11 and two decades after Operation Desert Storm. But 
the authors found that “more troops predict growth, but more 
aid does not,” Jones says. “Aid is not a good substitute for 
growth, even military aid,” he adds. 

Conversely, the absence of soldiers seemed to hurt. 
Nations that asked the U.S. to withdraw, like France in the 
1960s and Thailand in the 1970s, afterward paid a growth 
penalty. 

Multiplier Effect 
The amount of growth forgone in Africa due to the 

absence of longstanding troops is tragic, Kane says. The 7 
percent annual growth once predicted for Ghana by World 
Bank types would have been more easily realized with troops, 
he says, than with all the aid it received. Basing Africa 
Command, a strategic group designed to serve Africa, outside 
of Africa is perverse, Kane says. It’s almost ridiculous for 
Africa Command to have the address it does: Stuttgart-
Moehringen. 

The usual explanation for the growth would be the 
multiplier effect. The local laundry or electrician gets 
contracts from the base; that laundry owner or electrician then 
spends what he earned on other businesses in his economy. 
But multiplier effects don’t last, just as stimuli don’t last at 
home. Jones and Kane found robust long-term growth that 
correlates more with another effect: the exemplar effect. When 
locals saw how the Army or Navy did business -- that it 
honored contracts or delivered on time -- it changed the 



 36

business culture and courts. Locals trusted one another more, 
laws changed, and these factors, in turn, strengthened 
commerce. 

Interestingly, the troop growth effects prevail even after 
the U.S. leaves a place where it has been for a long time. 
Sometimes there is an initial collapse caused by command 
economics, as was the case of the Communist regime that took 
over in Vietnam. But when such countries open up, they tend 
to grow faster than countries that never had a U.S. military 
presence. The troops’ presence also tended to bring in foreign 
direct investment from the U.S., supplying capital to locals. 
This analysis is in line with work by scholars, such as Mancur 
Olson, who belong to a non-Keynesian school of thought 
known as public choice theory. 

What can all this tell us about Iraq or Afghanistan? One 
thing, says Kane, is how wrong the U.S. was to hide in green 

zones and in fighter jets. General David Petraeus, he said, had 
the right idea when it came to going out into the population 
and embedding there. “A larger lesson is that engaging in the 
broader Middle East isn’t just about killing bad guys,” Kane 
says. “It is crucial to have presence and build alliances in 
countries like Turkey, where thousands of U.S. troops have 
been for decades.” 

Countries that feel they can count on a U.S. presence 
prosper under the certainty of the security umbrella and then 
trade with the U.S. The current thinking may be backward. 
Defense spending, said to be part of America’s growth 
problem, may instead be part of its growth solution. 

Amity Shlaes is the director of the Four Percent Growth 
Project at the Bush Institute. 
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48. Serve Vets As Well As They Served Us 
(CHARLOTTE 16 FEB 12) ... Sen. Kay Hagan 

Ask a random American if they know someone who has 
served in Iraq or Afghanistan, and the answer is likely to be 
"no." That's not surprising. Nationwide, military service 
members account for only 1 percent of our population. 

But ask that question in North Carolina, and you're much 
more likely to hear a "yes." Over 700,000 veterans call North 
Carolina home, including 55,000 in the Charlotte area. More 
than one-third of our state's population is either in the military, 
is a veteran, or has an immediate family member who is in the 
military or a veteran. As the daughter, wife, sister and aunt of 
veterans, I'm proud to count myself in that group. 

North Carolinians are familiar with the sacrifices our 
service members and their families make during deployments. 
But we also understand the challenges they face when they 
return home and begin the transition to the civilian workforce. 

Simply put, the unemployment rate among our returning 
heroes is unconscionably high. Nationwide, unemployment 
among veterans returning from Iraq and Afghanistan is 9.1 
percent, almost a full point higher than the national average. 
Overall, more than 800,000 veterans are without a job. That's 
800,000 men and women who have put their lives on the line 
for our country and now struggle just to earn a paycheck. 
That's just wrong. 

As a country, we make a promise to our veterans - that we 
will fight for them just as hard, and with as much dedication, 
as they fought for us. As a member of the Senate Armed 
Services Committee and a senator for hundreds of thousands 
of military and veteran families, this is a promise I take 
seriously. As a member of a military family, it's one I also take 
personally. 

That's why this week I've brought my North Carolina 
Back to Work Jobs Tour to Concord for the Hiring our Heroes 
Veterans Jobs Fair, hosted by the U.S. Chamber of Commerce. 
The Jobs Tour is taking me all across the state to speak with 
small business owners, job seekers, community colleges, 
workforce development offices - anyone with ideas to help get 
North Carolina back to work, and back to work as soon as 
possible. 

I will listen to N.C. veterans. I want to learn about their 
experiences in the job market and gather practical ideas to 
help them find work. But I also want to make sure that N.C. 

business owners know about an important tax credit that could 
help our heroes get jobs right now. 

Late last year, Congress passed the VOW to Hire Heroes 
Act - bipartisan legislation that offers businesses a tax credit 
of up to $5,600 for hiring an unemployed veteran, and a credit 
of up to $9,600 for hiring a veteran with a service-connected 
disability. 

The legislation also helps prepare our returning veterans 
for their transition to the civilian workforce. These men and 
women are highly-motivated and highly-trained, and they 
have succeeded under some of the most trying circumstances 
imaginable. 

The bill we passed eases their transition by enrolling our 
servicemen and women in the Transition Assistance Program, 
an interagency workshop that prepares veterans to market their 
skills to potential employers. It also expands the education and 
training opportunities for older veterans by providing 100,000 
unemployed veterans of past eras and wars with up to one year 
of additional Montgomery GI benefits to go toward education 
or training programs at community colleges or technical 
schools. 

The important thing to remember is that our commitment 
to our brave veterans is not a Democratic, Republican or 
Independent commitment - it is an American commitment. 

To be sure, the VOW to Hire Heroes Act will not solve all 
of our veterans' unemployment challenges. While any 
company would benefit from the hard-earned skills and 
dedication our veterans bring to the table, too few companies 
are hiring new employees in this economic environment. So 
we must do much more to foster a better business climate for 
American companies to expand and create American jobs. 
This new business tax credit is certainly a strong step in the 
right direction. 

Bottom line: We cannot leave our next great generation of 
leaders in the unemployment line. As I continue on my jobs 
tour, I hope to bring more commonsense solutions from North 
Carolina back to Washington so we can get our courageous 
veterans, and all of our state, back to work. 

Kay Hagan is the junior U.S. senator from North 
Carolina. 
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49. Amphibious Ops A Dual-Use Tool For U.S. Policy Kit 
(WORLD POLITICS REVIEW 15 FEB 12) ... Robert Farley 

Over the past two weeks, the U.S. Navy and Marine 
Corps conducted Bold Alligator, an exercise off the Atlantic 
seaboard designed to refine expertise in amphibious operations 
and test new amphibious capabilities. 

The exercise included the USS Enterprise supercarrier, 
three amphibious assault vessels -- the USS Wasp, the USS 
Kearsarge and the USS Iwo Jima -- as well as a bevy of 
support vessels. Nine international partners joined Bold 
Alligator in some fashion, including Australia, Canada, 
France, Germany, Italy, the Netherlands, New Zealand, Spain 
and the United Kingdom, with the French LPD Mistral 
representing the most significant allied commitment. The 
exercise demonstrated, to both domestic and international 
audiences, the continued importance of amphibious 
capabilities within the U.S. policy “toolbox,” while also 
providing an opportunity to refine and extend those 
capabilities. 

While Bold Alligator, or something like it, would 
probably have taken place under any budgetary context, the 
exercise represented a reaffirmation of the Navy’s 
commitment to amphibious operations at a time of tightening 
budgets. From a budgetary standpoint, amphibious warfare 
also benefits enormously from the advocacy of the Marine 
Corps, which continues to view amphibious warfare as a core 
capability. Bold Alligator simulated a high-intensity combat 
landing into terrain controlled by insurgents fighting a friendly 
government, and involved both sea and air elements. The basic 
necessities for such operations, however, also apply to 
amphibious relief missions of the sort conducted in Southeast 
Asia after the 2004 tsunami, or Haiti after the 2010 
earthquake. While relief operations might be a harder sell in 
Congress than “hard” military capabilities, they tend to happen 
more often than forced-entry amphibious assaults and have 
substantial political effect, at least on a regional scale. 
Combining the two concepts and working on both 
simultaneously allows the Defense Department to develop 
relief expertise while maintaining a hard combat edge. 

Internet and data capabilities may seem secondary to 
major amphibious operations. However, most amphibious 
operations in the future will be rich in political context, 
whether they involve forced entry or not, and the ability to 
manage data and the political environment represents an 
absolutely critical capability for modern amphibious warfare. 
Consequently, information technology played a major role in 
this exercise. Coordination between a large number of 
warships and international partners requires the sharing of a 
tremendous amount of data between widely separated units a 
“network-centric warfare” concept that applies to both high-
intensity combat and low-intensity relief operations. 
Consequently, Bold Alligator provided an opportunity to test 
the latest in military communications technology. 

However, information technology also matters in other 
ways. International relief operations can’t exactly be crowd-
sourced, but a wide range of ship-to-shore connectivity could 
nevertheless improve the ability of amphibious forces to meet 
relief needs. Spencer Ackerman’s discussion of internet 
connectivity aboard the USS Wasp highlights this issue: The 

Navy maintains clear channels of contact between ships, but 
the ability of individuals aboard ship to use the Internet in 
time-economical fashion is limited. In the context of an 
amphibious assault, this is entirely understandable. In an 
amphibious relief operation, however, Internet connectivity 
provides a unique capability for aggregating expertise -- on the 
geography, history or demographics of a particular area, for 
example -- and for delivering such expertise to the operational 
actors who can use it. 

Widespread Internet access aboard ships in such 
situations could also prove a useful generator of public 
diplomacy content, especially in contexts where the Navy -- or 
civilian political authorities -- desires to make its contribution 
clear and transparent. Obviously message discipline would 
suffer, but the ability of “providers” of relief on ship to 
connect directly with “consumers” of relief on shore could 
dramatically improve the effectiveness of relief operations. In 
multilateral operations, the ability of providers to connect with 
one another with minimal central control could similarly 
reduce redundancy and enhance efficiency. 

While no nation other than the United States has such 
capable amphibious forces, many other navies accept the basic 
concepts of amphibious operations and seek to replicate those 
capabilities on a smaller scale. The Russian purchase of the 
French Mistral-class amphibious command ship is designed to 
give the Russian navy the command-and-control capabilities 
to manage littoral operations. Similarly, the People’s 
Liberation Army Navy is developing a “system of systems” 
designed to facilitate cooperation between space, air and sea 
assets in its version of the “Near Abroad.” During NATO’s 
Libyan intervention, French and British amphibious assets 
undertook the mission of managing sea and air assets, 
including coordination with onshore rebels. 

Nevertheless, the capacity of the U.S. Navy and Marine 
Corps to execute such an operation, and to integrate 
international partners into it, serves as a reminder of just how 
far ahead of its competitors the United States is on amphibious 
operations. If the U.S. isn’t quite the only game in town, it’s 
surely the player with the most effective global reach. Indeed, 
the participation of a supercarrier and three large flat-deck 
amphibious warships would very nearly exceed the combined 
naval aviation capabilities of the rest of the world. 

In effect, Bold Alligator simulated the most likely 
conflict/relief scenario that the U.S. military is likely to face in 
the near future: a multilateral maritime deployment involving 
a wide range of ship types and capabilities. Forced entry 
through amphibious assault may be less likely, but the 
capabilities demanded by both operations are substantially 
similar. Not coincidentally, either scenario requires the tightest 
possible collaboration between national and international 
partners. Making sure that such a capability remains honed 
and attentive to the latest developments in information 
technology, not to mention the social networking landscape, 
helps to ensure that a crucial crisis “tool” will remain available 
to U.S. policymakers. 
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Dr. Robert Farley is an assistant professor at the 
Patterson School of Diplomacy and International Commerce 

at the University of Kentucky. 
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BBLLOOGGSS::  
50. EXCERPTS FROM BLOGS AROUND THE WORLD 
(PUBLISHED 13 – 16 FEB 12) 

 
In a National Security Emergency, Do You Call the 

Marines or the SEALs? by Sandra Erwin from National 
Defense, February 15 

The Marine Corps prides itself on its niche role as the 
nation’s “911” quick response force that gets called to deal 
with dicey security crises. 

But it’s been the Navy SEALs that of late have garnered 
the spotlight and captured the public’s imagination as the go-
to force. 

“You can’t pick up a paper without seeing some reference 
to special operations forces, and I am very proud of that fact,” 
Adm. William McRaven, who heads U.S. Special Operations 
Command, said earlier this month. 

Navy SEAL elite amphibious operators cornered and 
killed Osama Bin Laden in May, and most recently, rescued 
hostages who had been held by Somali pirates. Special 
operations forces, which include Army, Air Force and Marine 
Corps components, also are key players in the Obama 
administration’s counterterrorism campaign involving strikes 
with unmanned drones. 

Obama’s 2012 Defense Strategic Guidance says special 
operations forces will increasingly be relied upon to "help 
address national security threats and challenges on a global 
scale ... given their ability to operate in a wide range of 
environments and undertake tactical actions that produce 
strategic effects," notes Rick “Ozzie” Nelson, director of the 
homeland security and counterterrorism program at the Center 
for Strategic and International Studies. 

In addition, McRaven recently has requested that U.S. 
SOCOM receive greater authorities to deploy SOF and launch 
operations across the globe. “Such authorities would allow 
SOF capabilities to be brought to bear with greater speed and 
flexibility in regions such as Africa, Asia, and Latin America,” 
Nelson says. If McRaven’s proposal is accepted, it would 
“solidify SOF’s increasingly prominent position as a truly 
global force.” 

SOCOM is the only major component of the U.S. military 
that is growing in size and budget. 

The expanding clout of special operations forces, 
however, should not be seen as coming at the expense of the 
Marine Corps’ traditional role in crisis response, said Lt. Gen. 
Richard Mills, Marine Corps deputy commandant for combat 
development and integration. 

There is no SOF intrusion into Marine turf, Mills said 
Feb. 15 following a speech at the Defense Strategies 
Institute’s Expeditionary Operations Summit, in Washington, 
D.C. 

“I am a big believer in special operations forces,” Mills 
said. “They’re great. But they do what they do.” 

As to who gets to be the nation’s go-to 911 force, it 
depends, he said. “If you say they’re a crisis response force, I 
would say, what crisis? … When you look at the whole 

spectrum of what a crisis can be, it can anything from 
humanitarian relief, natural disaster response, terrorism, civil 
war.” 

Special operations forces “fit in someplace there but there 
are cases when you need a different force with different 
capabilities,” Mills said. “The capabilities we provide are 
unique. I don’t think you deploy special operations forces to a 
disaster relief operation, I don’t think you deploy special 
operators to a peacekeeping situation where you need forces 
on the ground to stabilize a crisis.” 

The Marine Corps, “with all due modesty, provides a 
much longer, much wider capability,” Mills said. “We become 
more valuable as a general purpose force, as a crisis response 
force for the entire spectrum” of crises, he added. 

Mills, who previously served as commander of the I 
Marine Expeditionary Force (Forward)/Regional Command 
Southwest in Afghanistan, has only praise for special 
operators. 

“I watched special forces in Afghanistan absolutely 
decimate the leadership of the insurgency … with pinpoint 
accurate surgical strikes. They did a tremendous job and 
continue to do a tremendous job within their band.” 

Mills noted that the Marine Corps, despite overall force 
cutbacks planned for the next five years, will be increasing the 
ranks of Marine Corps Special Operations Command. 

 
Are You Ready for the PFA? by Jeremy D. Jones from 

Navy Medicine Live, February 14 
Hospital Corpsman 3rd Class Jeremy D. Jones is Branch 

Health Clinic Parris Island, S.C. HM3 Jones holds a Master 
of Science degree and is a National Academy of Sports 
Medicine Certified Physical Trainer. 

Considering that the Physical Fitness Assessment (PFA) 
is right around the corner, “why stay physically fit?” is an easy 
question for us Navy folk to answer. For one, our fitness levels 
can affect how valuable we are to the Navy. Three PFA 
failures and we become less valuable or a risk to the Navy for 
retention. In my opinion, Sailors are the Navy’s most valuable 
asset. Knowing this, every Sailor has the responsibility to keep 
themselves in good physical condition. Secondly, the benefits 
from being physically fit are amazing, such as less anxiety 
when it comes to PFA time, lower blood pressure, more 
energy, increased brain activity, reduced risk of heart disease, 
increased work performance, decreased likelihood of 
developing diabetes, and better control and maintenance of 
body weight. These benefits are worth the 30 minutes to an 
hour spent in the gym a few days each week.Personally, I do 
not wait until the 10-week notice to be posted to start 
preparing for the PFA. Waiting until the notice is only going 
to put added stress on you and your body when it comes to 
preparing for the pushups, sit-ups, and 1.5 mile run. The best 
way to stay prepared is to always be prepared. What I mean by 
always being prepared is if your commanding officer asks you 
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to take the PFA tomorrow you would be able to pass it with no 
problem. If you are unable to pass the PFA on a moment’s 
notice then you need to rethink your preparation strategy. Here 
are a few pointers to help you better prepare for the PFA: 

1. Make your mind up that you want to be healthy and 
physically fit. This is the single most important step 
to beginning the journey of increasing your health 
and fitness levels. For example, if you are okay with 
being unhealthy and failing the PFA, then you have a 
greater chance of continuing to be unhealthy and 
failing the PFA. However, if you make your mind up 
that you want to be healthy and physically fit your 
chance of success at bettering your health and fitness 
increases tremendously. 

2. Conduct a self-assessment. This will include 
analyzing your previous PFA statistics to determine 
where you need the most work, weighing yourself, 
and doing a mock PFA. Once you have a baseline of 
your current abilities you will be able to move on to 
the next step of challenging yourself. 

3. Challenge yourself. This will include setting 
individual goals that are difficult, but not 
unattainable. Each new challenge that is overcome 
will allow for the most growth mentally and 
physically. Always remember that growth depends on 
your ability to challenge yourself and learn from your 
mistakes. 

4. Look for support. Support is everywhere in the Navy 
and in your life if you are willing to look for it. 
Surround yourself with people who value fitness and 
that are willing to help you on your journey. These 
people may include family members, friends, co-
workers, command fitness leaders, or anyone who 
values a healthy lifestyle. 

The above steps are an excellent way to prepare for the 
PFA. I have personally lived by these four steps since joining 
the military four years ago, which has resulted in never getting 
less than an outstanding on the test. I also try to encourage 
Sailors within my department at Branch Health Clinic Parris 
Island, S.C. to follow the above steps. One Sailor within my 
department received his first outstanding on his PFA after 
being in the Navy for over 14 years with these steps. I cannot 
guarantee results as good as the above Sailor’s, but I can 
guarantee improvement if you are willing to assess yourself, 
challenge yourself and look for support. Good luck shipmates! 

 
Your Navy TODAY from Navy Live, February 15 
On any given day, in your Navy, our team of more than 

600,000 professional Sailors and Civilians are working 
together around the globe to perform our mission: deter 
aggression and, if deterrence fails, win our Nation’s wars. It is 
not possible to share every aspect of this global team but, 
through this blog, we offer you a glimpse of what these men 
and women do. 

 Ships from the John C. Stennis Carrier Strike Group 
transit the Pacific Ocean during a photo exercise. The 
John C. Stennis Strike Group is operating in the U.S. 
3rd Fleet area of operations while on a seven-month 
deployment. 

 Indian navy Leading Seaman Clearance Diver 2nd 
Class YK Sharma jumps from the Military Sealift 
Command fleet ocean tug USNS Sioux (T-ATF 171) 
while diving off the coast of Oahu, Hawaii during 
Salvage Exercise (SALVEX) 2012. SALVEX is part 
of a recurring diving exchange between U.S. and 
Indian navy divers to enhance interoperability and to 
share best practices. 

 Flight deck crew members conduct a helicopter in-
flight refueling (HIFR) with an MH-60R Sea Hawk 
helicopter from the "Raptors" of Helicopter Strike 
Maritime Squadron (HSM) 71, aboard the Arleigh 
Burke-class guided-missile destroyer USS Pinckney 
(DDG 91). Pinckney is a part of the John C. Stennis 
Carrier Strike Group and is operating in the U.S. 7th 
Fleet area of responsibility conducting maritime 
security operations. 

 Aviation Boatswain's Mates (Handling) Airmen, 
Brianna Luttrell, from Bonanza, Ore., and Matthew 
Page, from Boston, view the aircraft carrier USS 
Ronald Reagan (CVN 76) from the ground level of 
its dry dock. Ronald Reagan is in Bremerton, Wash., 
for a regularly scheduled docked-planned incremental 
availability maintenance period. 

View Gallery (4 Photos) 
 
Faces of the Fleet from Navy Live, February 15 
“Faces of the Fleet” takes a look at YOUR Navy 

operating forward. These images represent the greatest Sailors 
in the greatest Navy in the world leading from the deck plates, 
and completing missions around the globe. This is your fleet 
and these are your Sailors! Hooyah, Navy!! 

 Lt. Cmdr. Suzanne Schang, commanding officer of 
the mine countermeasure ship USS Patriot (MCM 7) 
and CMDCM Mike Kaszubowski receive a 
welcoming gift from community members as Patriot 
arrives in Hakodate for a goodwill port visit. 

 Sailors remove a RIM-7 Sea Sparrow missile from a 
NATO Sea Sparrow Missile System. 

 OSSN Michael Scottolavino plots and reports surface 
contacts aboard the amphibious transport dock ship 
USS Denver (LPD 9). 

 ABEAN Miguel Bahena greases a jet blast deflector. 

 ET3 Chris Elmendorf, assigned to the Combat 
Systems Department aboard the Nimitz-class aircraft 
carrier USS Carl Vinson (CVN 70), tests the 
connectivity of a circuit board. 

 Lt. Cmdr. Joshua Keever, a pilot assigned to Strike 
Fighter Squadron (VFA) 113, gives a thumbs-up to 
his plane captain. 

 A USS Bonhomme Richard (LHD 6) Sailor salutes 
the USS Midway (CV 41) as the ship passes through 
San Diego Bay. 

 Lt. Brian W. Ferguson, center, secures a Sailor to a 
stretcher during a medical drill aboard the aircraft 
carrier USS George H.W. Bush (CVN 77). 



 40

 A Sailor signals to the on-scene leader during a 
general quarters training exercise aboard the Nimitz-
class aircraft carrier USS John C. Stennis (CVN 74). 

 Lt. Cmdr. Dave Hecht gives distinguished visitors 
from United Nations Command a tour of flight deck 
control aboard the nuclear-powered aircraft carrier 
USS George Washington (CVN 73). 

 PS1 Dwayne Smith, assigned to the guided-missile 
destroyer USS Pinckney (DDG 91), shows OS3 
Joshua Bradley proper movement with the M4-A1 
carbine. 

View Gallery (11 Photos) 
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Iran Hasn't Crossed 'Red Line' With Nuke Program, Panetta Says 
(AOL DEFENSE 16 FEB 12) By Carlo Munoz 
 
CAPITOL HILL: Despite recent major developments in Iran's nuclear program, the effort has yet 
to cross the 'red lines' that would warrant military intervention, Defense Secretary Leon Panetta 
said today.  
 
Testifying before the House Appropriations defense subcommittee today, Panetta said recent 
intelligence shows that Tehran has yet to transition its nuclear program into a full-fledged 
weapons development effort. "That is the red line," Panetta told subcommittee members today. 
Panetta noted that the current slate of economic and diplomatic sanctions against Iran were 
working in keeping the country's nuclear ambitions in line. However, his comments came a day 
after Iranian engineers claimed to have cleared a major milestone in the nuclear program. 
Yesterday, Iranian president Mahmoud Ahmadinejad announced the country had successfully 
developed their own nuclear fuel rods and were using them in reactors located in Tehran, 
according to state news agencies. Earlier this month, Iranian officials rebuffed a team of nuclear 
inspectors from the UN watchdog International Atomic Energy Agency. This refusal raises the 
specter that Iran may be trying to sidestep further sanctions rather than responding to the 
growing suspicion about its nuclear ambitions. 
 
That said, the Pentagon would be ready to act if Iran overtly or covertly cross those red lines 
articulated by Panetta today. But Iran is only one of many rogue nations -- from Syria to North 
Korea --"that could explode on us," in the future. The department's fiscal 2013 budget plan, 
submitted to Congress on Monday, ensures that American military forces will be ready for any 
threat despite the fiscal strain the department is under. But maintaining those forces while paying 
for over half -- or roughly $260 billion -- of the $450 billion cut called for in the Budget Control 
Act passed last July "is a very tight margin" to manage, Panetta said. However, if the 
administration's tentative sequestration plan to take $600 billion from DoD coffers becomes 
reality, "you can throw all of this out the window," Panetta said today.  
 
During his testimony, Panetta pressured Congress to take action on an alternative sequestration 
plan. "This isn't just about cutting [costs]," he told House panel members, reiterating the $600 
billion reductions via sequestration is already "creating a huge shadow of doubt" inside the 
department. But when lawmakers pressed Panetta on what the department would need in an 
alternate sequestration plan, Panetta did not provide any details. On Monday, DoD comptroller 
Bob Hale said the department was not doing any budget planning to account for sequestration. 
When Rep. Hal Rogers tried to pry a response from Panetta on what an substitute sequestration 
plan, he replied: "I don't think you can restructure sequestration. Its a crazy, nutty tool." 
 
********************************** 
 
Military leaders warn of dangers of automatic cuts 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 16 FEB 12) By Donna Cassata  
 



WASHINGTON - Defense Secretary Leon Panetta is pleading with Congress to avert automatic, 
across-the-board cuts that would mean an additional half-trillion reduction in defense beginning 
next January. 
 
Panetta told the House Appropriations defense subcommittee Thursday that the process known 
as sequestration is "a crazy, nutty tool." The failure last year of the congressional 
supercommittee to come up with at least $1.2 trillion in cuts over the next 10 years means federal 
spending will be automatically reduced next year, with $492 billion in military cuts coming over 
a decade. 
 
The Pentagon is already on track to reduce projected spending by $487 billion over 10 years. 
Joint Chiefs chairman Martin Dempsey echoed Panetta's concerns, saying the automatic cuts 
would hit troop numbers and weapons systems. 
 
 
UPDATED - Panetta says Iran enriching uranium but not decision yet on 
proceeding with a nuclear weapon 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 16 FEB 12) By Donna Cassata  
 
WASHINGTON  - The nation's U.S. intelligence officials said Thursday that if Iran is attacked 
over its alleged nuclear weapons program, it could retaliate by closing the Strait of Hormuz to 
ships and launch missiles at regional U.S. forces and allies. 
 
Testifying before the Senate Armed Services Committee, Defense Intelligence Agency chief Lt. 
Gen. Ronald Burgess said Iran is unlikely to initiate or intentionally provoke a conflict. His 
comments came amid growing international fears that Israel would launch military strikes 
against Iran to thwart its nuclear ambitions and counter recent diplomatic attacks in Thailand, 
India and Georgia. Israel has accused Iran of trying to kill its diplomats. 
 
Burgess and Director of National Intelligence James Clapper said they do not believe that Israel 
has decided to strike Iran. 
 
On the other side of the Capitol, Defense Secretary Leon Panetta said intelligence shows that 
Iran is continuing to enrich uranium but that Tehran has not made a decision to proceed with 
developing a nuclear weapon. The former CIA director said the United States is open to 
negotiations with Iran to find a diplomatic solution, but he said the U.S. keeps all options on the 
table to ensure that Tehran does not acquire a nuclear weapon. 
 
Clapper said it's "technically feasible" that Tehran could produce a nuclear weapon in one or two 
years, if its leaders decide to build one, "but practically not likely." 
 
Their testimony came as many in Congress are pressing the Obama administration to take tough 
steps against Iran, questioning whether diplomatic and economic sanctions have taken a toll on 
the regime. This issue of Iran has united Republicans and Democrats, who have clamored for 
harsh penalties. Last year, the Senate voted 100-0 to impose penalties on Iran's Central Bank, 



and President Barack Obama signed the sweeping defense bill containing the sanctions on Dec. 
31. 
 
Speaking with reporters, House Speaker John Boehner, R-Ohio, said that for the sake of Israel 
and moderate Arab nations, "We need to take further action." 
 
"We gave the president a lot of tools to use," he said, referring to the Iran Sanctions Act. "He's 
used some of them, but there are more tools available to the president to try to bring Iran into the 
world community." 
 
Boehner said it is "totally unacceptable" for Iran to develop nuclear weapons and said he agrees 
with Obama that "we should take no options off the table." 
 
"There has to be some resolution to this issue," Boehner told reporters. "This issue is escalating. 
That causes me great concern." 
 
********************************** 
 
Panetta reiterates ‘red lines’ on Iran 
(WASHINGTON TIMES16 FEB 12) By Kristina Wong 
 
Defense Secretary Leon Panetta on Thursday reiterated the Pentagon’s limits for Iran’s nuclear 
program and the Islamic republic’s aggression in the Persian Gulf during a House Appropriations 
Committee hearing. 
 
“We will not allow Iran to develop a nuclear weapon,” Mr. Panetta told lawmakers. 
“Iran needs to take steps to ensure that that does not happen, they do not develop that kind of 
nuclear capability,” he added. 
 
His comments came a day after Iran announced new achievements in creating nuclear rods and 
mastering atomic chain reactions. 
 
Mr. Panetta said that current intelligence does not show that Iran has begun to develop a nuclear 
weapon, but that it continues to develop its enrichment capabilities. 
 
He also said the U.S. would not allow Iran to close the Strait of Hormuz, through which one-fifth 
of the world’s oil is transported, and that diplomatic and economic sanctions against Iran’s oil 
sector are having an impact. 
 
“Iran is increasingly isolated in the world,” the defense chief said. “We are open, obviously, to 
negotiating with them, to try to find a diplomatic solution to these issues.” 
 
However, “we do keep all options on the table in case any red lines are crossed,” he said. 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Navy Not Ruling Out Restoring SSN To Budget Plans, Mabus Says 
(DEFENSE DAILY 17 FEB 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

The Navy will look for ways to restore a Virginia -class (SSN-774) attack submarine to the five-year procurement plan despite 
this week's budget proposal that removed one of them from the books in fiscal 2014, Navy Secretary Ray Mabus said yesterday. 

 
2. Fleet Size Still In Flux, Says CNO; Service-Wide Review Underway 
(AOL DEFENSE 16 FEB 12) ... Carlo Munoz 

CAPITOL HILL - The new 285-ship fleet the Navy is building to in their fiscal 2013 budget plan may change, pending the results 
of a new service-wide force structure review, the Navy's top officer said today. 

 
3. Navy Announces Destroyers To Be Based In Spain 
(NAVY TIMES 16 FEB 12) 

Crews of four East Coast destroyers may want to brush up on their high-school Spanish. 
 

4. Vice Chief Talks Strategy And Leadership 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 16 FEB 12) ... Naval Postgraduate School Public Affairs 

MONTEREY, Calif. -- The vice chief of naval operations delivered a Secretary of the Navy Guest Lecture (SGL) to students, 
faculty and staff of the Naval Postgraduate School (NPS) Feb. 16 in King Auditorium. 

 
5. MCPON Testifies Before Congress On Qualifty Of Life 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 16 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Thomas L. Rosprim, Office of the Master Chief 
Petty Officer of the Navy 

WASHINGTON -- Master Chief Petty Officer of the Navy (MCPON)(SS/SW) Rick D. West testified before Congress Feb. 16. 
 

CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
6. Meet The U.S. 'Top Guns' With Eyes On Iran 
(CNN 16 FEB 12) ... Frederik Pleitgen 

Aboard the USS Abraham Lincoln -- Lt. Timothy Breen flies missions close to Iranian air space almost every day in his U.S. 
Navy F-18 Hornet, often encountering Iranian military aircraft over the strategic waters of the Strait of Hormuz. 

 
7. Strait Of Hormuz: Iranians, Smugglers And Fireworks 
(MSNBC 16 FEB 12) ... Courtney Kube 

ABOARD THE USS CAPE ST. GEORGE – More than 31,000 ships transit the Strait of Hormuz every year, traveling between 
the Persian Gulf and the North Arabian Sea. Among those are U.S. Navy warships, operating throughout the region to conduct 
exercises and to support the war in Afghanistan. 

 
8. Lincoln Begins Air Missions In Support Of Operation Enduring Freedom 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 16 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Jonathan P. Idle, USS Abraham Lincoln Public 
Affairs 

USS ABRAHAM LINCOLN, At Sea -- The Abraham Lincoln Carrier Strike Group (ALCSG) launched its first combat sorties 
this deployment in support of Operation Enduring Freedom (OEF), Feb. 16. 
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9. NCR 22 Assumes Authority In CENTCOM AOR; Operations Begin 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 16 FEB 12) ... Chief Mass Communication Specialist Jason Carter, Naval Mobile Construction Battalion 7 
Public Affairs 

KANDAHAR AIRFIELD, Afghanistan -- The 30th Naval Construction Regiment (NCR), Task Force Forager, transitioned to the 
22nd NCR, Task Force Stethem, during a transfer of authority (TOA) ceremony Feb. 16, on Kandahar Airfield, Afghanistan. 

 
10. U.S. Navy Conducts Command Post Exercise With Asia-Pacific Partners During Cobra Gold 2012 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 17 FEB 12) ... Commander, Task Force 76 Public Affairs 

UTAPAO, Kingdom of Thailand -- Service members from the Kingdom of Thailand, Republic of Korea, Singapore and U.S. 
based at Utapao Naval Air Base, successfully completed the Command Post Exercise (CPX) portion of Exercise Cobra Gold 2012 
here Feb. 16. 

 
11. U.S. Pacific Fleet Hosts CFMCC Flag Officer Course 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 16 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class David Kolme, U.S. Pacific Fleet Public Affairs 

PEARL HARBOR, Hawaii -- The Naval War College conducted a Combined Force Maritime Component Commander (CFMCC) 
Flag Officer Course at U.S. Pacific Fleet's headquarters in Pearl Harbor, Hawaii Feb. 9-15. 

 
12. Navy Carrier Strike Group Bringing 7,000 Sailors To Oahu 
(HONOLULU STAR-ADVERTISER 17 FEB 12) ... William Cole 

The Arleigh Burke-class guided-missile destroyers USS Kidd, USS Dewey, USS Pinckney, USS Wayne E. Meyer, and the 
Ticonderoga-class guided-missile cruiser USS Mobile Bay are underway in the Pacific Ocean as part of the John C. Stennis Carrier 
Strike Group. 

 

GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
13. West Considers Iran's Offer To Talk 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 17 FEB 12) ... Jay Soloman and Laurence Norman 

A call by Iran for a quick resumption of nuclear negotiations with world powers drew a cautiously receptive response from U.S. 
and European officials on Thursday, opening a potential avenue for reducing the mounting tensions between Tehran and the West. 

 
14. Panetta Reiterates ‘Red Lines’ On Iran 
(WASHINGTON TIMES 16 FEB 12) ... Kristina Wong 

Defense Secretary Leon E. Panetta on Thursday reiterated the Pentagon’s limits for Iran’s nuclear program and the Islamic 
republic’s aggression in the Persian Gulf during a House Appropriations Committee hearing. 

 
15. Al-Qaeda Bid For Role In Syrian Conflict Cited By Panetta As U.S. Concern 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 16 FEB 12) ... Viola Gienger and John Walcott 

U.S. Defense Secretary Leon Panetta expressed concern that al-Qaeda has voiced support for the opposition in Syria, a sign the 
group may be seeking a role in the conflict there. 

 
16. U.S. Military Chief Argues Against Egypt Aid Cut-Off 
(REUTERS 16 FEB 12) ... Phil Stewart 

WASHINGTON - The top U.S. military officer forcefully argued against a cut-off in aid to Egypt on Thursday but acknowledged 
there needed to be "consequences" after a crackdown on U.S. pro-democracy activists that has strained ties between Cairo and 
Washington. 

 
17. Fighters, Radar, Marine Patrols Top Asia's Military Wish-List 
(REUTERS 16 FEB 12) ... Raju Gopalakrishnan 

SINGAPORE -- Singapore hosted military brass from across Asia this week at the region's biggest arms and aerospace bazaar, 
almost 70 years to the day since it fell to Japanese forces sweeping across Southeast Asia during World War Two. 

 
18. Navy Revives 'Ocean-Going' Slogan 
(YONHAP NEWS AENCY (S.KOREA) 17 FEB 12) 

SEOUL -- The Navy has revived the use of its slogan "Ocean-Going Navy," signifying its commitment to strengthening open 
water operational capabilities, a source said Friday. 
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19. Chinese Navy Steps Up Anti-Piracy Training 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 17 FEB 12) 

BEIJING — China's fast-modernizing navy is stepping up training for anti-piracy patrols off the coast of Somalia in a sign of its 
growing long-term commitment to overseas missions. 

 
20. Italian Ship Didn't Follow International Protocol: Navy 
(ECONOMIC TIMES (INDIA) 17 FEB 12) 

KOCHI/NEW DELHI - Italian tanker Enrica Lexie, whose guards killed two Indian fishermen on Wednesday, has been 
sequestered under the watch of the Indian Coast Guard off Kochi and senior police officers went on board the vessel and questioned 
the crew. The case registered late on Thursday does not name anyone in particular. 

 
21. Estimated 3,500 Somalis Working As Pirates, United Nations Says 
(BLOOMBERG BUSINESS WEEK 16 FEB 12) ... Michelle Weise Bockmann 

There are about 3,500 Somali people working as pirates, attacking and hijacking vessels in the Gulf of Aden and the Indian 
Ocean, according to Wayne Miller, an official from the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime. 

 
22. Mistral Warships For Russia To Get Russian Weaponry 
(RIA NOVOSTI 16 FEB 12) 

MOSCOW - The Mistral class amphibious assault ships built in France for the Russian Navy will be equipped with Russian-made 
weaponry, Navy Commander Adm. Vladimir Vysotsky said on Thursday. 

 
23. NATO To Buy U.S.-Made Unmanned Aircraft 
(REUTERS 16 FEB 12) ... Justyna Pawlak 

BRUSSELS - NATO is to buy five U.S.-made unmanned aircraft capable of countering Afghan insurgents, hunting pirates off 
Somalia or monitoring arms embargoes, an alliance official said on Wednesday. 

 

PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
24. Blue Angels Announce Enlisted Opportunities For The 2013 Team 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 15 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Eric Rowley, Blue Angels Public Affairs 

EL CENTRO, Calif. -- The Navy Flight Demonstration Squadron, the Blue Angels, encourage qualified Navy and Marine Corps 
enlisted personnel to apply for the 2013 and follow-on seasons. 

 
25. Blue Angels Seek Officer Applicants 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 15 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Eric Rowley, Blue Angels Public Affairs 

EL CENTRO, Calif. -- U.S. Navy Flight Demonstration Squadron, the Blue Angels, encourages Navy and Marine Corps officers 
to apply for the 2013 team and follow-on seasons. 

 
26. Special Ops Commander Vows Better Life For 66,000 Troops 
(USA TODAY 16 FEB 12) ... Gregg Zoroya 

The commander of America's most elite fighting forces — responding to a groundswell of complaints raised by Navy SEALs, 
Army Special Forces and Marine and Air Force commandos — is promising to improve the quality of their personal lives, suffering in 
the wake of continuous fighting over 10 years. 

 
27. Bill Seeks Limits On For-Profit Schools Funding 
(NAVY TIMES 16 FEB 12) ... Rick Maze 

A group of lawmakers proposes to prevent any school from receiving all of its funding from federal education programs, 
including the GI Bill and military tuition assistance. 

 
28. Montford Point Marine Speaks To Service Members 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 16 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist Seaman Apprentice Chris Brown, Navy Public Affairs 
Support Element, Det. Northwest 

SILVERDALE, Wash. -- Naval Base Kitsap (NBK) Bangor Sailors and Marines listened as one of the nation's first African-
American Marines spoke during a Black History event held at the Bangor Cinema Plus, Feb. 16. 

 
29. Local Sailor Takes Part In Nation’s Largest Amphibious Training Exercise 
(CLEVELAND (TX) ADVOCATE 16 FEB 12) ... S.L. Standifird 

For the Navy son of a Cleveland man, “storming the beach” looked much different than the iconic World War II photos of landing 
craft riding the waves to shore, followed by Marines running out with guns blazing. 
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30. Springfield Native Honored As One Of Navy’s Top Recruiters 
(YANKTON (SD) DAILY PRESS & DAKOTAN 16 FEB 12) ... Randy Dockendorf 

Dennis DeJong has served 21 years in the U.S. Navy, providing humanitarian relief — even delivering a dentist’s chair to a 
village — and serving other missions around the world. 

 
31. Admiral Nominee Rose Through Ranks Despite ‘Illogical Act’ 
(WASHINGTON TIMES 16 FEB 12) ... Rowan Scarborough 

When Lt. j.g. Timothy W. Dorsey fired his fighter jet’s missile at an Air Force reconnaissance plane, nearly killing its two 
aviators and destroying the aircraft during a training exercise, it was hard to imagine then how his Navy career would wind up 25 
years later. 

 
32. Navy Hospital Corpsman Killed In Overseas Training Accident 
Petty Officer 3rd Class Kyler L. Estrada died in Djibouti 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 16 FEB 12) ... Gretel C. Kovach 

A Navy hospital corpsman deployed with a Camp Pendleton Marine unit in Djibouti died in training, the Pentagon announced. 
 

33. Sailor Arrested After Caught Having Sex With 15-Year-Old At Park 
(PORT ORCHARD (WA) INDEPENDENT 16 FEB 12) 

A 21-year-old sailor was arrested on Valentine's Day in South Kitsap Regional Park and charged with having sex with an 
underage girl in his car. 

 
34. Yokosuka Sailor Pleads Guilty To Murdering Infant Daughter 
(STARS AND STRIPES 16 FEB 12) ... Erik Slavin 

YOKOSUKA NAVAL BASE, Japan — A USS Fitzgerald Sailor pleaded guilty to murder for killing his infant daughter with 
“karate chop-like blows,” and was sentenced Thursday to 15 years in prison. 

 

FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
35. Navy Leaders Want A More Flexible Fleet 
(NATIONAL DEFENSE MAGAZINE MARCH 2012) ... Eric Beidel 

After fighting two land wars for a decade, the military is putting an emphasis back on the sea and is shifting its focus to the Asia-
Pacific region and to a more maritime-weighted mission in the Middle East. 

 
36. Amphibious Readiness Group Seen As A Boon To Ship Repair Industry 
The news helps offset disappointment over the failed bid for a nuclear aircraft. 
(FLORDIA TIMES-UNION 17 FEB 12) ... Drew Dixon 

Sure, there were plenty of residents and businesses disappointed to hear that a nuclear aircraft carrier will likely not be coming to 
Mayport Naval Station. 

 
37. USNS Comfort’s Move From Baltimore To Norfolk To Save Navy Time & Money 
(WJZ CBS BALTIMORE 16 FEB 12) ... Alex DeMetrick 

BALTIMORE– Our loss, the Navy’s gain. New information on why the Navy is moving the hospital ship USNS Comfort from 
Baltimore to Norfolk, Va. 

 
38. Analyst Projects 30 Percent Drop in Defense Spending 
(NATIONAL DEFENSE 16 FEB 12) ... Sandra Erwin 

The Obama administration’s military strategy is predicated on avoiding wars like Iraq and Afghanistan. Beyond that, it says little 
about how the U.S. armed services should size forces and make investments for a future of shrinking budgets. 

 
39. Aircraft Carrier's Rising Cost Prompts Lawmakers To Seek Audit 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 17 FEB 12) ... Tony Capaccio 

Leaders of the Senate Armed Services Committee asked Congress’s auditing agency to investigate the rising cost of the aircraft 
carrier USS Gerald R. Ford, the Navy’s most expensive warship. 

 
40. U.S. Can Safely Take Deeper Nuclear Arms Cuts, Senior Defense Official Says 
(GLOBAL SECURITY NEWSWIRE 16 FEB 12) ... Elaine M. Grossman 

A top Defense Department official on Wednesday said a fresh round of reductions in strategic nuclear weapons could be done 
without harming U.S. security, though the Pentagon has not yet offered President Obama a recommendation on the matter. 
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41. Get The Manned Out Of Unmanned, Northrop Exec. Says 
(DEFENSE DAILY 16 FEB 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

Reducing the manpower required to operate drones is critical for making them more affordable and appealing to the Pentagon at a 
time when budgets are being cut, a senior Northrop Grumman executive said yesterday. 

 
42. GE To Continue Work On Next-Gen Military Engines 
(REUTERS 16 FEB 12) ... Andrea Shalal-Esa 

WASHINGTON - General Electric Co says it is willing to shoulder more of the cost of developing next-generation engines and 
fuel-saving upgrades for fighter planes, helicopters and warships as U.S. defense spending declines. 

 

BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
43. Hampton Roads Officials Applaud Defense Plans 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 16 FEB 12) ... Bill Bartel 

WASHINGTON - Members of Hampton Roads' congressional delegation generally were pleased with parts of the Obama 
administration's defense budget proposal that focus on continued funding for shipbuilding and ship repair and keeping intact the 
Norfolk-based fleet of five aircraft carriers. 

 
44. Pearl Harbor Naval Shipyard Energy Saving Projects 
(KHON FOX HONOLULU 16 FEB 12) 

Pearl Harbor Naval Shipyard Production Facilities and Equipment Manager, Stephen Sasaki, shares Pearl Harbor Naval 
Shipyard's energy-saving projects. 

 
45. Goose Creek Nuclear School Plans Expansion 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 16 FEB 12) 

GOOSE CREEK, S.C. — The nuclear power training school at the Naval Weapons Station in Goose Creek is expanding. 
 

46. Marines Still Need Live Fire Training Range 
(KUAM NEWS (GUAM) 16 FEB 12) ... Sabrina Salas Matanane 

GUAM - Navy and Marine Corps leaders appeared before the House Armed Services Committee testifying on their proposed 
budget for Fiscal Year 2013. And Guam Delegate Madeleine Bordallo once again questioned military leaders on the status of the 
military buildup for the territory. During today's hearing Commandant of Marine Corps General James Amos testified that it is critical 
to have Marines stationed on Guam to maintain a forward presence in the Asia-Pacific region. 

 
47. Okinawa Gov. To Declare Base Relocation 'Impossible' In Opinion 
(KYODO NEWS 17 FEB 12) 

NAHA - Okinawa Gov. Hirokazu Nakaima will describe as "virtually impossible" the planned construction of a new airfield for 
the U.S. Marine Corps in a coastal area of the prefecture, in his opinion soon to be submitted to the Defense Ministry, local 
government sources said Thursday. 

 

NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
48. Pentagon Not Planning For More Budget Cuts: Panetta 
(REUTERS 16 FEB 12) ... David Alexander 

WASHINGTON - Defense Secretary Leon Panetta told lawmakers on Thursday the Pentagon - a department that prides itself on 
being ready for everything from war to natural disaster - had no plan at all for dealing with the real threat of another $50 billion in 
budget cuts next year. 

 
49. DoD Budget Cuts Carry Risks, Intel Chiefs Warn 
(NAVY TIMES 16 FEB 12) ... Rick Maze 

Intelligence officials underscored the risks that go with smaller defense budgets in testimony Thursday before the Senate Armed 
Services Committee. 

 
50. Former Bonhomme Richard Sailor Visits BHR After 50 Years 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 16 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Jacob D. Wiley, USS Bonhomme Richard Public 
Affairs 

PACIFIC OCEAN -- As USS Bonhomme Richard (LHD 6) steams west from San Diego to Pearl Harbor en route to a scheduled 
hull-swap with USS Essex (LHD 2), Sailors onboard may notice a couple of unique passengers. 
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OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
51. Dark Days In Mideast Test U.S. Policy 
(BOSTON GLOBE 17 FEB 12) ... Nicholas Burns 

One year after the Arab revolutions began with so much promise, the trends have turned darkly ominous in the two key countries 
at the heart of the Middle East - Egypt and Syria. At this time last year, many of us hoped we might be witnessing the start of the most 
significant and positive change in the Arab world since the creation of the modern Middle East after the First World War. But events 
are now moving quickly in the opposite direction, highlighting the sharply reduced influence of the United States, until recently the 
most important outside power. Horrific violence in Syria's civil war and a looming showdown between Islamists and the military in 
Egypt point to a Middle East more troubled than stable and more violent than peaceful in the year ahead. 

 
52. This Budget Guts Defense 
(NEW YORK POST 16 FEB 12) ... Peter Brookes 

Tuesday’s Associated Press report that President Obama is considering large cuts in our strategic arsenal is just the latest of this 
week’s grim news about the president’s national-defense plans. 

 
 

 



 7

 

TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Navy Not Ruling Out Restoring SSN To Budget Plans, Mabus Says 
(DEFENSE DAILY 17 FEB 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

The Navy will look for ways to restore a Virginia -class 
(SSN-774) attack submarine to the five-year procurement plan 
despite this week's budget proposal that removed one of them 
from the books in fiscal 2014, Navy Secretary Ray Mabus said 
yesterday. 

"We are exploring ways that we can creatively pull that 
ship back. We cannot now because of budget constraints," 
Mabus told the House Armed Services Committee (HASC) 
three days after the Pentagon unveiled its fiscal 2013 budget 
and five-year defense plan. 

"We would clearly like to have that ship in (20) '14 
instead of moving it to (20)'18," Mabus said during testimony 
alongside Adm. Jonathan Greenert, the chief of naval 
operations, and Gen. James Amos, the commandant of the 
Marine Corps. 

The Navy has proposed taking 16 ships from the five-year 
plan, reducing the number that will go under construction 
from 57 to 41. The service cut the number by pushing some 
ships out of the timeframe and by terminating the Joint High 
Speed Vessel (JHSV), buying only 10 instead of the 
envisioned 23. Two Littoral Combat Ships will also slip out of 
the five year plan, but Mabus emphasized the Navy is sticking 
to plans to build 55 of them. 

The spending plan calls for construction of two SSN-774s 
in fiscal 2013, one in 2014 and two per year through 2017. 

The decision to delay construction on one of the subs was 
"purely" financial as the Pentagon tries to cope with a 
projected reduction of $487 million in defense funds over the 
next decade, Mabus said. 

Mabus said that when the five-year period ends, the size 
of the Navy's fleet will be unchanged from the current level of 
285 ships. He predicted the Navy will reach 300 ships by 
2019, as the LCSs and JHSVs arrive to the fleet. 

Several years ago the Navy set goal of building and 
sustaining a fleet of 313 ships, but the objective could be on 
hold because of the constrained budget environment. 

Mabus said the service is conducting a new strategic 
assessment to determine the number of ships required in light 
of the Obama administration's revised global strategy outlined 
last month that places renewed focus on the Asia-Pacific. 

Rep. Howard "Buck" McKeon (R-Calif.), the HASC 
chairman, criticized the shipbuilding cuts, saying it weakens 
the Navy's ability to counter the anti-access area denial 
environment it will be facing in the Asia-Pacific region. 

"I'm concerned that budget cuts of this significance to our 
Navy and armed forces will increase our risk in this theater," 
McKeon said. 

Also taking a hit from the budget was the next generation 
ballistic missile submarine, SSBN(X), to replace the Ohio 
class. The first two of the 12 Ohio boomers are slated for 
retirement in 2029, when the first SSBN(X) was scheduled for 
delivery. 

The SSBN(X) plans have been pushed back by two years, 
with construction of the first vessel now set to begin in 2021, 
meaning the ballistic missile sub fleet will temporarily drop to 
10, Greenert said, calling the dip acceptable. 

"We see that to be OK. We'll watch very closely," he said. 
He added the two-year delay will have the extra benefit of 
allowing the design to mature. 

In reworking the design, Mabus said the projected cost for 
each ship has lowered from $7 billion to $5 billion, but he 
cautioned that cost will be a burden on the shipbuilding budget 
once SSBN(X) construction begins. 

"When that class is being built, it will clearly have a 
major impact on the rest of our shipbuilding program," he 
said. 

Amos reaffirmed the Marine Corps stated goal of buying 
a total of 360 V-22 Osprey tilt-rotor aircraft, even as 24 were 
pushed into years following the five-year plan. 

"We are still going to buy those V-22s," he said. 

Return to Index 
 

2. Fleet Size Still In Flux, Says CNO; Service-Wide Review Underway 
(AOL DEFENSE 16 FEB 12) ... Carlo Munoz 

CAPITOL HILL - The new 285-ship fleet the Navy is 
building to in their fiscal 2013 budget plan may change, 
pending the results of a new service-wide force structure 
review, the Navy's top officer said today. 

The review, which is expected to wrap up within weeks, 
will outline how many hulls the Navy will need to meet the 
national security requirements in the White House's new 
strategy released earlier this year, Chief of Naval Operations 
Adm. Jonathan Greenert told reporters today. The results of 
that pending review, which will forecast the Navy's 
shipbuilding strategy for the next three decades, could spur 
some shifts in the service's current plan. 

The Navy cut 16 ships, slowed development on its new 
submarine and capped its amphibious fleet at 30 vessels in its 
fiscal '13 budget request. The $13.7 billion set aside for new 
ships in the service's fiscal '13 budget blueprint is over $1.6 
billion less than what the sea service spent on shipbuilding in 

the previous fiscal year. Those near-term cuts will likely 
remain in place as the service's spending plan makes its way 
through Capitol Hill. However, Greenert hinted to reporters 
that some of the long-term proposals in the budget plan -- 
including the 285-ship number -- could change. 

When asked about the service's plan to cap its amphibious 
fleet at 30 ships, Greenert said that limit was one of the many 
force structure issues that were currently under review. 
Specifically on the 30-ship limit, Greenert admitted the 
number could be considered a placeholder until the Navy 
review was complete. Expanding that to the total fleet, he 
noted the right level of Navy vessels could land somewhere 
between the 285 and 300 ships. In his explanation, the CNO 
alluded that the fleet could theoretically go higher than 285 
earlier than 2020. That said, the four-star admiral was equally 
clear in stating the fleet would not rise higher than 300 ships, 
regardless of the study's findings. 
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Defense Secretary Leon Panetta told the Senate Armed 
Services Committee on Tuesday the Navy fleet would top out 
at 285 ships in 2017. By 2020, that number would climb 
slightly to 300 but would still fall short of the service's long-

stated goal of 313 ships, according to Panetta. He reiterated 
that plan to members of the House Appropriations defense 
subcommittee today. 

Return to Index 
 

3. Navy Announces Destroyers To Be Based In Spain 
(NAVY TIMES 16 FEB 12) 

Crews of four East Coast destroyers may want to brush up 
on their high-school Spanish. 

The Ross, Donald Cook and Porter, now based in 
Norfolk, Va., and the Carney, from Mayport, Fla., will be 
forward deployed to Spain by 2015, Navy Secretary Ray 
Mabus announced Thursday. 

“We welcome Spain’s partnership in stationing four U.S. 
Navy Aegis ships at Naval Station Rota,” Mabus said. “We 
have a long history of cooperation between our two countries 
and we have developed significant interoperability between 
our naval forces.” 

Ross and Donald Cook will arrive in Rota in fiscal 2014, 
and Carney and Porter in fiscal 2015. 

In October, Naval Forces Europe spokesman Cmdr. Marc 
Boyd estimated the shift would bring 1,300 sailors and Navy 
civilians and 2,100 dependents to Rota, which would more 
than double the base’s Navy ranks. 

The last time a ship was based in Rota was the summer of 
1979, according to base spokesman Lt. j.g. Jason Fischer. The 
three piers at the base primarily support Navy ships passing 
through on port calls. 

The ships will support the European Phased Adaptive 
Approach for security in the region. 

These ships may not be the only chance for sailors to get a 
European BMD tour. Ground-based radar and interceptor 
installations, known as Aegis Ashore, are planned for 
Romania in 2015 and Poland in 2018. 

Broadcast Clip - Navy Moving 3 Norfolk Ships To 
Spain 

(WAVY NBC NORFOLK 16 FEB 12) Art Kohn 
Norfolk Naval Station is about to lose three ships, but this 

move has nothing to do with budget cuts. 
The three ships leaving Norfolk will head to Rota, Spain 

to beef-up the European Ballistic Missile Defense capabilities. 
The move was announced back in Oct., but the Navy 

released Thursday which Arleigh Burke class guided-missile 
destroyers would be involved. 

Navy spokesman Lt Paul Macapagal said the USS Ross 
and USS Donald Cook will arrive in fiscal year 2014, which is 
between Oct. 1, 2013 and Sept. 30, 2014. 

The USS Porter will move in fiscal year 2015. 
"We welcome Spain's partnership in stationing four U.S. 

Navy Aegis ships at Naval Station Rota," said Secretary of the 
Navy Ray Mabus. "We have a long history of cooperation 
between our two countries and we have developed significant 
interoperability between our naval forces." 

The Mayport, Fla.-based USS Carney will arrive the same 
year as the USS Porter. 

Families of sailors assigned to these vessels will have the 
option of moving to Rota, Spain. Macapagal said the move 
would be covered by the military. 

Macapagal added that these ships are not big, so the move 
will affect less than 300 personnel aboard each ship. 

View Clip (RT: 2:18) 
Broadcast Clip – 3 Norfolk-Based Ships Moving To 

New Home In Spain 
(WVEC ABC NORFOLK 16 FEB 12) Mike Gooding 
View Clip (RT: 1:30) 
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4. Vice Chief Talks Strategy And Leadership 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 16 FEB 12) ... Naval Postgraduate School Public Affairs 

MONTEREY, Calif. -- The vice chief of naval operations 
delivered a Secretary of the Navy Guest Lecture (SGL) to 
students, faculty and staff of the Naval Postgraduate School 
(NPS) Feb. 16 in King Auditorium. 

Adm. Mark Ferguson's remarks focused on Navy's role in 
defense strategy and priorities recently announced as part of 
the Fiscal Year 2013 budget submission. He also discussed 
other personnel and readiness topics. 

Held several times throughout the year, SGLs provide 
insights into current and emerging national security priorities 
from the leaders who guide them, and help students and 
faculty link their study, teaching and research efforts to the 
defense needs of the nation. 

"Our strategy places a premium on global presence with a 
rebalance toward Asia-Pacific and the Middle East" said 
Ferguson. "It balances future capability with current 
readiness." 

Ferguson told the audience that while in some cases force 
structure may be reduced, the Navy and Marine Corps will 
remain "agile, flexible, ready, and technologically advanced 

while retaining core Navy-Marine Corps warfighting 
capabilities." 

Emphasizing the Navy's critical role in national security 
and economic prosperity, Ferguson said that the Chief of 
Naval Operations' three tenets of warfighting first, operate 
forward and be ready were the "lenses" that Navy budget 
priorities where focused through. 

Before taking questions from the audience, Ferguson 
discussed what he believes is expected from Navy leaders and 
how they must make a difference daily. 

"Be ready to lead--each of you are empowered to make 
contibutions and commitments to make our Navy a better 
place," he said. "In today's Navy you have to bring your 'A-
game' every day." 

Ferguson is a 1984 graduate from the Naval Postgraduate 
School with a Master of Science Degree in Computer Science, 
and was honored with the university's Distinguished Alumni 
Award in December of 2008 
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In addition to SGL remarks Ferguson and his wife Lauré 
met with U.S. and international Sailors, civilians and families 

from NPS and Naval Support Activity (NSA) Monterey. 

Return to Index 
 

5. MCPON Testifies Before Congress On Qualifty Of Life 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 16 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Thomas L. Rosprim, Office of the Master Chief 
Petty Officer of the Navy 

WASHINGTON -- Master Chief Petty Officer of the 
Navy (MCPON)(SS/SW) Rick D. West testified before 
Congress Feb. 16. 

MCPON appeared before the House Appropriations 
Committee's Subcommittee on Military Construction, 
Veterans Affairs and Related Agencies. 

MCPON, along with the other top enlisted leaders from 
the Marine Corps, Army and Air Force, discussed the current 
status of their respective military branches, focusing 
specifically on quality-of-life programs and initiatives. 

"During the past year, I have traveled extensively around 
the world to visit, listen, learn and speak with Sailors and their 
families," said West. "I have observed, firsthand, their 
tremendous work and sacrifices, and I am constantly amazed 
and truly awed by their outstanding capabilities and resiliency 
as they serve with distinction on ships, squadrons, submarines, 
and ashore." 

Recruiting, retention, force management, and professional 
development of service members were among the topics 
addressed at the hearing. West and his counterparts from the 
other service branches responded to several questions from 
representatives about transition resources in place to assist 
active duty personnel and families affected by force 
reductions. 

"We want to make sure our Sailors have every 
opportunity to succeed in the future," said West. "The Navy 
has lined up a world-class placement consultant to help our 
separating Sailors transition to the civilian sector. They will 
provide coaching, mentorship and guidance to prepare our 
people as much as possible. Additionally, Naval Sea Systems 
Command, one of our largest components, is driving the 
'Shipmates to Workmates' program which pairs Sailors with 
partner organizations for possible employment opportunities." 

Other subjects of discussion included current efforts by 
the armed forces to combat sexual assault and suicide, 
promote resiliency and ensure a high quality of education for 
the children of service members. West emphasized that 
success in these areas, and a commitment to holistic quality-
of-life overall, are main factors in determining how long many 
Sailors will serve. 

"We thank Congress for the historical support of pay and 
benefit increases and quality of life initiatives. Steady gains in 
these areas have allowed us to retain skilled Sailors and 
develop them into the enlisted leaders of the future," said 
West. "We cannot, however, rest on past success. The civilian 
job market searches for the same smart, motivated and 
dedicated people. We must keep pace with pay, allowances, 
housing, support programs and educational opportunities. And 
in this time of war, we must continue to make care a top 
priority for our wounded service members." 

West discussed the value of communication with Sailors 
and families through resources such as Afterdeployment.org, 
Military OneSource, Navy.mil, and various social networking 
sites. 

"Both CNO and I are committed to using social media 
because it is another opportunity to connect with our Sailors 
Navy-wide," said West. "Social media is a great tool in our 
outreach efforts for getting information out in a timely manner 
to our entire Navy family." 

West spoke of the operational tempo of the Navy and 
mentioned the nearly 50,000 Sailors, including more than 
4,000 mobilized Reserve Sailors, and 40 percent of the Navy's 
ships which are underway or deployed globally on any given 
day. 

"America's Navy is defined first by its agile warfighting 
capability ... operating forward and always ready," said West. 
"Our fleet is deterring aggression, protecting sea lanes, 
projecting power and delivering humanitarian assistance 
where needed. Despite fiscal constraints facing our nation, the 
world's oceans and waterways are not getting smaller. We still 
remain engaged in every theater of operation. We have the 
best Navy we have ever fielded and we will continue that 
trend into the future. We will work the challenges and 
accomplish the mission." 

The master chief petty officer of the Navy periodically 
testifies before Congress along with the senior enlisted leaders 
of the other services. This was his fourth appearance before 
the congressional committee. 
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CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
6. Meet The U.S. 'Top Guns' With Eyes On Iran 
(CNN 16 FEB 12) ... Frederik Pleitgen 

Aboard the USS Abraham Lincoln -- Lt. Timothy Breen 
flies missions close to Iranian air space almost every day in his 
U.S. Navy F-18 Hornet, often encountering Iranian military 
aircraft over the strategic waters of the Strait of Hormuz. 

Breen's squadron, the Blue Blasters, are currently 
stationed aboard the USS Abraham Lincoln, a huge aircraft 
carrier whose presence in the region is testament to the 
escalating tensions between the West and Iran. 

He says in almost all cases, the interaction between U.S. 
and Iranian pilots is professional -- they stay out of each 
other's way. But he also knows, the Abraham Lincoln is here 
to make sure the Iranians don't overstep their boundaries. 

"We have a responsibility to our coalition partners and to 
the world just to help make sure that freedom of navigation is 
going along smoothly and that people can feel safe transiting 
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international waters," Breen said during a recent CNN visit to 
the carrier. 

He is referring to Iran's repeated threats to close the Strait 
of Hormuz as Tehran steps up its defiance in response to 
international sanctions. Any move to block the narrow 
waterway between Iran and Oman could affect 20% of the 
world's oil supply including 90% of Iraq's resurgent oil 
exports. 

"We've heard the rhetoric about them possibly closing the 
Strait of Hormuz and we just remain vigilant as we come 
through," said Rear Admiral Troy Shoemaker, who led a 
carrier strike group that this week escorted the Abraham 
Lincoln as the carrier on its second passage through the Strait 
this year. 

Shoemaker says his crew takes care not to provoke Iran 
through its maneuvering, but at the same is prepared to answer 
any military escalation by Iran's navy. The U.S. believes any 
attempt by Iran to shut down the Hormuz waterway might 
involve missile or sea mine attacks on merchant vessels. 

"It doesn't take many mines to be effective, to have an 
effect," Shoemaker said. "There is a potential to do that and 
we are prepared to monitor it and respond with capabilities 
that are in theater." 

The U.S. Navy says it is ready to counter threats in the 
Persian Gulf. And aboard the Abraham Lincoln, the crew 
works round the clock to ensure the carrier is always capable 
of launching its aircraft. A massive arsenal stores millions of 
pounds of laser and GPS-guided ordnance. Several 
maintenance decks in the ship's hull can conduct almost any 
maintenance required, from electronics to engine repairs. 

A crew of the dozens of people needed to get a plane into 
the air are always on standby. 

Among these, the so-called "shooter" is in charge of 
operations on deck and gives the final go for the fighters to 

take off. Shooters are also responsible for monitoring the 
pressure of the massive steam-powered catapults that propel 
the planes from 0-160 miles an hour in about 2 seconds. Too 
much and the plane could get torn apart, too little and it would 
stall and crash into the water. 

"We can launch four aircraft in about a minute, then we 
takes a few minutes to re load the catapults and get next batch 
of aircraft into position," said Lt. Cmdr. Mike Givens, one of 
the shooters. 

Most crew members don't talk directly about the potential 
Iranian threat in the region and will only say they are prepared 
to deal with anything that comes up. 

The commander of the USS Abraham Lincoln, Capt. John 
D. Alexander, says the vast majority of encounters with the 
Iranian Navy are routine and professional, with ships or planes 
monitoring the carrier or trying to establish radio contact for 
routine queries. 

Nevertheless, Iran's fleet, though old and equipped with 
only small surface vessels and submarines, can pose a danger 
even to a super carrier. 

"They have small boats, they have bigger boats, they have 
submarines, they have pretty much the gambit of things," 
Alexander says. The U.S. Navy speaks of scenarios in which 
Iran could launch sudden, almost insurgent style attacks on 
larger, better-equipped U.S. warships. 

So far, however, that has not happened and there were no 
major incidents during Abraham Lincoln's recent passage 
through the Strait. 

The carrier is now on its way to new mission to support 
NATO forces in Afghanistan, but as international concerns 
over Iran persist, America's presence in the Persian Gulf will 
remain. 

View Clip (RT: 2:22) 
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7. Strait Of Hormuz: Iranians, Smugglers And Fireworks 
(MSNBC 16 FEB 12) ... Courtney Kube 

ABOARD THE USS CAPE ST. GEORGE – More than 
31,000 ships transit the Strait of Hormuz every year, traveling 
between the Persian Gulf and the North Arabian Sea. Among 
those are U.S. Navy warships, operating throughout the region 
to conduct exercises and to support the war in Afghanistan. 

But don’t let the numbers fool you … while transiting the 
Strait is common, it is far from simple – especially as tensions 
with Iran continue to rise. 

Since the Strait of Hormuz is only about 24 miles wide, 
the critical waterway is both contentious and dangerous to 
cross. Countries can claim up to 12 miles off their shores as 
their own territorial water – and since the strait is wedged 
between Iran and Oman, it is a particularly tricky zone. 

Three U.S. Navy ships traveled through the strait together 
on Tuesday: the aircraft carrier USS Abraham Lincoln, the 
destroyer USS Sterett, and the guided-missile cruiser USS 
Cape St. George. NBC News was there and got a first-hand 
look at the careful, deliberate Navy maneuver. 

The transit actually began inside the Persian Gulf, went 
through Oman’s territorial water, traveled through the so-
called "knuckle" (the nickname for the narrowest part of the 
Strait which includes a sharp turn where Oman sticks out), and 
continued in to the Gulf of Oman and the North Arabian Sea. 

At a speed that ranges between 20 and 30 knots, the entire 
route took more than 10 hours to complete. 

Beyond the challenge of navigating the Strait, the recent 
escalation of rhetoric and increasingly tense relationship 
between the U.S. and Iran has brought even more concerns for 
the Navy as they operate in the area. Iran recently threatened 
to close the strait in retaliation for tighter Western sanctions. 

The Iranian Revolutionary Guard Corps Navy operates 
submarines and war ships throughout the Gulf, and they often 
send out small boats to harass U.S. Navy ships. 

These Iranian boats, which the U.S. Navy calls FIACs, 
are just small motorboats with mounted machine guns. Despite 
the fact the U.S. warships literally dwarf these tiny boats, U.S. 
military officials worry that just one of these FIACs loaded 
with explosives could do significant damage to a U.S. aircraft 
carrier. The cruiser and the destroyer provide protection for 
the carrier – they are the muscle. 

On board the USS Cape St. George, Sailors manned their 
stations as early as 2 a.m. to prepare for the day of the transit. 
Gunners took up their positions around the ship. The Cape St. 
George also has a massive missile capability (cruise 
missiles,harpoons, and more), so it was prepared to strike at 
threats both in the air and on the seas, if necessary. 
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Around 7 a.m., one of the ship's helicopters took off from 
the Cape St. George to provide surveillance during the 
mission. The helicopter was loaded with half a dozen Hellfire 
missiles when it took off. 

The USS Sterett took the lead, staying about 2,000 yards 
in front of the aircraft carrier USS Lincoln. Tasked with 
protecting the carrier, the USS Cape St. George stayed about 
2,000 yards behind the Lincoln, ready to react to any threats. 

The first several hours were uneventful. The three ships 
passed several commercial cargo ships along the way. All the 
while U.S. helicopters flew ahead, warning the ships of any 
threats. 

Just as the ships closed in on the most difficult part of the 
transit – the so-called knuckle – a U.S. Predator spotted an 
Iranian F-27. Just minutes later, the Iranian surveillance plane 
flew along the starboard side of the ship. While this is fairly 
routine, as soon as the surveillance plane came in to sight, 
Sailors all across the bridge grabbed binoculars and ran 
outside to catch a glimpse. 

The F-27 flew right by the ships without any incident. 
After the plane disappeared, an Iranian patrol boat 

appeared as just speck on the horizon. 
A Sailor on the bridge of the Cape St. George estimated 

the boat was at least five miles away. "It's heading right for the 
Abe," another Sailor said, referring to the USS Abraham 
Lincoln. 

Suddenly the bridge was buzzing with energy again. 
Some Sailors held binoculars and studied the ship, while 
others picked up phones and radios. U.S. helicopters headed 
toward the boat and radioed information about the craft. 
Suddenly, when the boat was just about two miles away from 
the U.S. ships, it changed course and headed away from the 
carrier. 

Despite the fact the potential threat seemed to be over, the 
bridge continued to buzz and binoculars remained pointed in 
that direction for several minutes after the boat disappeared. 

Aside from the occasional direction to change speed or 
check how far the Cape St. George was behind the Abe, the 

bridge quieted a bit. Minutes passed without incident. A 
minute turned into an hour. The crew ate fruit and pop tarts 
Pop Tarts and drank coffee. 

Then the radio crackled, a phone rang, and someone said 
that six or seven fast boats were heading right for the Abe. 

The tiny boats were tough to see as they went speeding 
along the horizon, disappearing every few seconds when they 
found the bottom of a wave. In fact, the easiest way to keep 
track of the boats was to look for the U.S. helicopters 
overhead. 

Several of the boats sped right in front of the Sterett. One 
Sailor said they cut less than 2,000 yards in front of the 
destroyer. After they made it to the other side of the U.S. 
convoy, one of the boats, lagging behind, tried to cut in 
between the Sterett and the Abe. 

That was a little too close for comfort, so a helicopter 
fired off a flare in the direction of the boat, causing it to turn 
off and away from the carrier. 

The bridge was alive with excitement. Were they Iranian 
boats? Were they Revolutionary Guard? Several minutes 
passed before the captain said they were likely smugglers and 
did not appear to be armed. But just about every Sailor on the 
bridge was smiling at the excitement. 

The transit was nearing the end and the crew seemed to 
take a collective deep breath. About one hour later the ship’s 
Capt. Don Gabrielson, addressed the ship over the PA system, 
congratulating them for a job well done. 

The Sailors returned to their normal duties and began to 
prepare for their next mission, conducting flight operations 
over Afghanistan. They were scheduled to begin flights the 
very next day. 

Despite the fact the transit was safe and somewhat 
uneventful, the Sailors seemed pleased. 

“I got to see fireworks!” one Sailor said, referring to the 
flares and smiling wide. 

View Clip (RT: 2:21) 
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8. Lincoln Begins Air Missions In Support Of Operation Enduring Freedom 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 16 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Jonathan P. Idle, USS Abraham Lincoln Public 
Affairs 

USS ABRAHAM LINCOLN, At Sea -- The Abraham 
Lincoln Carrier Strike Group (ALCSG) launched its first 
combat sorties this deployment in support of Operation 
Enduring Freedom (OEF), Feb. 16. 

The ALCSG, which was last in the U.S. 5th Fleet area of 
responsibility (AOR) in March 2011, is comprised of the most 
effective collection of assets in the Navy, said Capt. David 
Silkey, commander, Carrier Air Wing (CVW) 2. 

"Having been deployed out here twice in a year and a 
half, we've played a huge role in the Navy's persistent 
presence in the AOR over the last couple of years," Silkey 
said. "Another trip out here is just business as usual for our 
guys. U.S. Navy assets have been in this region for more than 
60 years, and we'll be here for decades to come, even long 
after the OEF mission is complete." 

Lt. Troy Teasdale, a pilot assigned to the Bounty Hunters 
of Strike Fighter Squadron (VFA) 2, said the OEF mission 
suits the professionals of CVW 2 quite well. 

"We train our entire careers to properly execute what is 
asked of us," Teasdale said. "All of our aircrew are prepared to 
support coalition forces working hard to ensure security and 
stability throughout the region. We have the best maintenance 
team and aviators in the world to ensure we accomplish this 
demanding mission." 

Rear Adm. Mike Shoemaker, commander, Carrier Strike 
Group (CSG) 9, said the strike group is well-equipped to 
assume the challenges of the OEF mission. 

"The strike group's surface ships and aircraft squadrons 
are all manned, trained and ready," Shoemaker said. "We've 
done the preparation, now it's time to get to work." 

CSG 9 consists of Lincoln, CVW 2, guided-missile 
cruiser USS Cape St. George (CG 71) and embarked 
Destroyer Squadron 9, comprised of guided-missile destroyers 
USS Momsen (DDG 92) and USS Sterett (DDG 104). The 
CVW 2 squadrons are the Bounty Hunters of Strike Fighter 
Squadron (VFA) 2; the Vigilantes of VFA-151; the Kestrels of 
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VFA-137; the Blue Blasters of VFA-34; the Sun Kings of 
Carrier Airborne Early Warning Squadron 116; the Lancers of 
Electronic Attack Squadron 131; the Golden Falcons of 
Helicopter Sea Combat Squadron 12; the Saberhawks of 
Helicopter Maritime Strike Squadron 77; and the Providers of 
Carrier Logistics Support Squadron 30. 

The ALCSG deployed Dec. 7, 2011, and is operating in 
the 5th Fleet AOR conducting maritime security operations, 
theater security cooperation efforts and support missions as 
part of Operation Enduring Freedom. Following deployment, 
Lincoln will change homeports from Everett, Wash., to 
Norfolk, Va., for a periodic refueling complex overhaul. 

Return to Index 
 

9. NCR 22 Assumes Authority In CENTCOM AOR; Operations Begin 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 16 FEB 12) ... Chief Mass Communication Specialist Jason Carter, Naval Mobile Construction Battalion 7 
Public Affairs 

KANDAHAR AIRFIELD, Afghanistan -- The 30th Naval 
Construction Regiment (NCR), Task Force Forager, 
transitioned to the 22nd NCR, Task Force Stethem, during a 
transfer of authority (TOA) ceremony Feb. 16, on Kandahar 
Airfield, Afghanistan. 

The 30th NCR, from Port Hueneme, Calif., served as the 
command and control element for Task Force Forager, which 
was responsible for construction engineering and engineering 
support in Southern, Southwestern and Western Afghanistan. 

The TOA's officiating officer, U.S. Army Maj. Gen. 
William E. Rapp, deputy commanding general for Support, 
commended the task force for its many successes during its 
six-month deployment. 

"You need to be extremely proud of your 
accomplishments," Rapp said. 

Task Force Forager and 30th NCR Chief Staff Officer, 
U.S. Navy Cmdr. Erik Karlson, said the task force did an 
amazing job supporting the mission in Afghanistan and the 

Afghan people, and thanked all of his subordinate commands 
for their hard work. 

"It has been an absolute honor to have served with you," 
Karlson said. 

Task Force Forager performed numerous engineering 
missions such as water wells, which provided clean water for 
Afghan villages, placed and repaired bridges and partnered 
with Afghan military engineers to aid in the smooth transition 
to Afghan leadership. 

U.S. Navy Capt. Kathryn A. Donovan, Task Force 
Stethem and 22nd NCR Commodore, said her team was 
honored to take over such an important mission from such a 
classy command. 

"We are very excited to work with the coalition and our 
service partners," Donovan said. 

The 22nd NCR, from Gulfport, Miss., was previously 
deployed to Afghanistan from February to August 2010. The 
regiment is made up of approximately 90 U.S. Navy Seabees 
and support staff. 
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10. U.S. Navy Conducts Command Post Exercise With Asia-Pacific Partners During Cobra Gold 2012 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 17 FEB 12) ... Commander, Task Force 76 Public Affairs 

UTAPAO, Kingdom of Thailand -- Service members 
from the Kingdom of Thailand, Republic of Korea, Singapore 
and U.S. based at Utapao Naval Air Base, successfully 
completed the Command Post Exercise (CPX) portion of 
Exercise Cobra Gold 2012 here Feb. 16. 

CPX is based on possible scenarios described under the 
Global Peace Operations Initiative. As participating nations 
worked together to solve complex problems, the CPX 
increased interoperability among the four nations 
participating, an essential part of Exercise Cobra Gold. 

"Exercises like the CPX are essential to building and 
maintaining relationships with our partners in the Asia Pacific 
Region," said Rear Adm. Scott Jones, Commander, U.S. Navy 
Force for Exercise Cobra Gold 2012 and Commander, Task 
Force (CTF) 76. "This multinational naval staff training, along 
with the fleet exercise events, supports our combined ability to 
respond across a range of operations." 

For the exercise, the U.S., Royal Thai, Republic of Korea 
and Singapore staffs formed the Combined Naval Force 
(CNF). Together, the CNF staff planned all aspects for a range 
of realistic operational scenarios. The CNF engaged a variety 
of Naval and Marine Forces, employing over sixty ships and 
submarines along with embarked aircraft through a series of 
amphibious assaults, undersea warfare, and strike operations. 

While the scenarios presented may be notional, CNF 
participants say that it is not about the particulars of the 

simulation but rather training with their counterparts from 
other nations that is important. 

"Training our young staff officers together is essential." 
said Senior Lt. Col. Sam Abey of the Singapore Navy. "In 15-
20 years, these lieutenants today will be the admirals of our 
navies." 

Military service members from each of the nations also 
shared similar thoughts on the benefits of multinational 
training. 

"Even if hypothetical," said Lt. j.g. Tae Hyeong Xavier of 
the Republic of Korea Navy, "what we learn here can be used 
in a real world situation." 

"Exercises like the CPX are good for joining our nations 
together and shows cooperation," said Lt. Cmdr. Saksit 
Tachapong Parcert of the Royal Thai Navy. "There will be 
less problems when we have to work together in actual 
operations." 

Although the CPX is just a simulation, tangible progress 
is made during the seven day long exercise. Challenges such 
as language barriers were quickly overcome and goals were 
soon met with coordinated effort. Sailors from four nations 
working side by side has led to lasting friendships as U.S., 
Royal Thai, Republic of Korea and Singapore counterparts 
shake each other's hands and exchange contact information at 
the conclusion of the simulated operation. 
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11. U.S. Pacific Fleet Hosts CFMCC Flag Officer Course 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 16 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class David Kolme, U.S. Pacific Fleet Public Affairs 

PEARL HARBOR, Hawaii -- The Naval War College 
conducted a Combined Force Maritime Component 
Commander (CFMCC) Flag Officer Course at U.S. Pacific 
Fleet's headquarters in Pearl Harbor, Hawaii Feb. 9-15. 

With 15 nations in attendance, this year marked one of the 
most diverse CFMCCs in recent years. Admirals and senior 
captains from Australia, Bangladesh, Canada, Chile, India, 
Indonesia, Japan, the Republic of Korea, Malaysia, New 
Zealand, the Republic of the Philippines, Singapore, Sri 
Lanka, Thailand and the United States met in Hawaii to 
discuss topics such as command and control, multinational 
operations, information-sharing, piracy and maritime security. 

"The CFMCC course provides a great opportunity for 
partner navies to network and gain a better understanding of 
one another's security challenges and concerns," said Col. 
Timothy Lo, head of Naval Planning for the Republic of 
Singapore navy. "In turn forging such an understanding builds 
trust and confidence, which is an indispensable commodity as 
we work together to address common security challenges." 

Twenty-four executive-level attendees received a series of 
presentations and participated in discussions with senior 
admirals and subject matter experts to develop perspectives 
for the effective employment of maritime forces in a joint, 
coalition or interagency environment. 

Among the U.S, speakers were the commanders of U.S. 
Pacific Command, Pacific Fleet, 3rd Fleet, 7th Fleet, 14th 
Coast Guard District, and deputy commander of Pacific Air 
Forces. 

Previous CFMCC participants from several countries, 
including retired Adm. Arun Prakash of India, retired Vice 
Adm. Yoji Koda of Japan and retired Rear Adm. Bernard 
Miranda of Singapore, returned to Hawaii to share their 
knowledge on the practical use and implementation of lessons 
learned from past conferences. 

CFMCC gives flag-level officers the chance to foster a 
network of international military leaders who can work 
together in support of theater and regional cooperation 
agreements. 

Adm. Cecil Haney, who took over as commander of the 
U.S. Pacific Fleet Jan. 20, spoke to the students about the 
importance and value of the course. 

"CFMCC gives senior naval officers from around the 
Asia/Pacific region a chance to strengthen existing or develop 
new relationships that help create enduring partnerships 
throughout the region," Haney said. "It also helps these 
countries develop effective strategies for working together and 
enhancing stability, trade and prosperity across the Pacific." 

The value of these relations has been proven in recent 
years when the U.S. Navy and other countries have 
participated in exercises and humanitarian missions such as 
Pacific Partnership and during natural disasters such as the 
tsunami and earthquake that struck Japan last year. 

"Time and time again we have seen how these 
partnerships benefit one another during times of crisis and 
forums such as the CFMCC help improve our ability to 
effectively overcome these challenges through a cooperative 
approach," Haney said. 

The course helps improve international cooperation 
through open communication, and mutual respect for each 
other. It also helps creates a comfortable forum for gaining a 
better understanding and appreciation of differing 
perspectives. 

The first CFMCC Course, which focused on U.S. Naval 
Forces Central Command, was held in September 2006 at 
Newport, R.I. Since then CFMCC has expanded to include 
three courses held annually in the European, Middle East and 
Pacific regions. The U.S. Pacific Fleet has hosted CFMCC 
courses each year since 2007. 
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12. Navy Carrier Strike Group Bringing 7,000 Sailors To Oahu 
(HONOLULU STAR-ADVERTISER 17 FEB 12) ... William Cole 

The Arleigh Burke-class guided-missile destroyers USS 
Kidd, USS Dewey, USS Pinckney, USS Wayne E. Meyer, and 
the Ticonderoga-class guided-missile cruiser USS Mobile Bay 
are underway in the Pacific Ocean as part of the John C. 
Stennis Carrier Strike Group. 

About 7,000 Sailors are pulling into Pearl Harbor for 
leave with the John C. Stennis aircraft carrier strike group 
following a more than six-month deployment to the Middle 
East and Western Pacific. 

The Stennis and its air wing, cruiser Mobile Bay and 
destroyers Pinckney, Kidd, Dewey and Wayne E. Meyer are 
stopping in Hawaii en route to their home ports on the West 
Coast, the Navy said. 

The destroyer Wayne E. Meyer arrived today, and the 
other ships come in Friday, officials said. 

The 1,092-foot-long Stennis left Bremerton, Wash., on 
July 25 for a deployment that saw it launch fighter sorties in 
support of ground troops on Afghanistan. It also operated in 
the Persian Gulf. 

The carrier's air wing flew the Navy's final air mission 
over Iraq Dec. 18, effectively ending naval support for 
Operation New Dawn. 

From there the Stennis transited the Strait of Hormuz, 
with Iran issuing a warning "not to return to the Persian Gulf." 

Another carrier, the USS Abraham Lincoln, entered the 
Gulf on Jan. 22 and passed through the Strait of Hormuz 
Tuesday with Iranian gunboats making their presence known. 

"Flying the last Navy air mission in Iraq was a historic 
achievement for all of us," Capt. Dale Horan, commander of 
Carrier Air Wing 9 on Stennis, was quoted in a Navy news 
story as saying. 

"Everyone in this strike group played a part in making 
that happen and it's a part of history we will always share," 
Horan said. 

In January, after transitioning to supporting operations in 
Afghanistan, the Stennis strike group thwarted an attempted 
pirate attack on a Bahamian-flagged cargo vessel, then freed a 
group of Iranian mariners held captive by the same crew of 
suspected pirates, the Navy said. 
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Ships with the Stennis strike group stopped in Port Klang, 
Malaysia, and Jebil Ali, United Arab Emirates. 

In the Western Pacific, the strike group conducted several 
readiness exercises with partner countries in the region and 
also made visits to Singapore and the Philippines. 

The air wing flew 13,389 sorties in support of 
Afghanistan and Iraq missions, the Navy said. 

Early in the deployment, the strike group conducted more 
than 200 hours training in Hawaii waters. 

"The Hawaii Training Range Complex provided realistic 
and challenging training opportunities for our air wing," 
Horan said. 
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13. West Considers Iran's Offer To Talk 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 17 FEB 12) ... Jay Soloman and Laurence Norman 

A call by Iran for a quick resumption of nuclear 
negotiations with world powers drew a cautiously receptive 
response from U.S. and European officials on Thursday, 
opening a potential avenue for reducing the mounting tensions 
between Tehran and the West. 

Iran's chief nuclear negotiator, Saeed Jalili, sent a letter to 
the European Union's foreign-policy chief, Catherine Ashton, 
dated Feb. 14, which requested "to resume our talks…for 
sustainable cooperation" at the "earliest" possible time, 
according to a copy of the letter. 

U.S. and European officials who viewed the letter said it 
was vague and didn't allay serious concerns in Washington 
and Brussels that Tehran would seek to use any new talks to 
buy time to advance its nuclear work and stave off new 
sanctions. 

But these officials also said their governments were 
closely studying Mr. Jalili's position and that they believed 
they needed to further test Iran's willingness to re-engage in 
direct talks after a hiatus of more than a year. 

The officials said Washington and Brussels are holding 
consultations and would need about a week to decide whether 
to set a date and location for new talks. They said they aren't 
interested in conducting new negotiations with Tehran without 
assurances that Mr. Jalili will discuss the nuclear issues. 

Western officials noted that Mr. Jalili didn't lay out any of 
the preconditions, such as a lifting of sanctions that have 
scuttled earlier negotiations. He also mentioned a willingness 
to discuss Iran's nuclear development, which he evaded in past 
correspondence with Ms. Ashton. 

The letter "remains in our eyes ambiguous, but it seems to 
be the start of an opening from [Iranians] who are saying they 
are ready to talk about their nuclear program," French Foreign 
Minister Alain Juppé said. 

The Obama administration didn't publicly respond to the 
letter. A senior U.S. official said Iran appeared to be getting 
closer to convincing the West it is willing to return to direct 
talks. 

In a sign the U.S. wasn't easing pressure on Tehran, the 
U.S. Treasury sanctioned Iran's Ministry of Intelligence on 
Thursday for alleged human-rights abuses, support for terrorist 

groups and for Syria's internal crackdown. Iran acknowledges 
support for some groups the U.S. say are terrorist, such as 
Hezbollah and Hamas, but denies aiding Syria. 

European officials say they believe the Iranians have been 
rattled by mounting sanctions and Israeli military threats—
prompting signs of concession as well as aggression from 
Tehran. 

A series of alleged terrorist bombing incidents this week 
added to concerns about an escalating conflict. On Thursday, 
Thai authorities said they were looking for two suspects, in 
addition to three Iranians now held, on suspicion of plotting to 
bomb Israeli diplomats. 

Thai police said the suspects were planning to use 
magnetic "sticky bombs" similar to devices used in alleged 
plots targeting Israelis this week in India and Georgia. Iran 
denied involvement in the incidents. 

U.S. and European officials said a test for any potential 
new negotiations will be Iran's treatment of inspectors from 
the United Nations nuclear watchdog, the International 
Atomic Energy Agency, who will visit Tehran next week. Iran 
blocked requests this month by the IAEA to visit a suspected 
nuclear site and access scientists and documents, Western 
officials said. 

In the year since international talks last convened, Iran 
has begun enriching uranium to levels significantly closer to 
weapons grade, and the IAEA said it has evidence Tehran is 
developing nuclear-weapons technologies. 

U.S. and European officials said new talks could reduce 
tensions with Tehran. On Thursday, senior Pentagon officials 
notably toned down Washington's rhetoric. Defense Secretary 
Leon Panetta said the U.S. doesn't believe Iran has made the 
decision to produce atomic weapons. And the head of the 
Pentagon's top intelligence unit said he hasn't received signs 
that Iran would strike the U.S. unless it was attacked first. 

"Iran could also attempt to employ terrorist surrogates 
world-wide. However, the agency assesses Iran is unlikely to 
initiate or intentionally provoke a conflict,” Lt. Gen. Ronald 
Burgess, head of the Defense Intelligence Agency, told a 
congressional committee. 

Return to Index 
 

14. Panetta Reiterates ‘Red Lines’ On Iran 
(WASHINGTON TIMES 16 FEB 12) ... Kristina Wong 

Defense Secretary Leon E. Panetta on Thursday reiterated 
the Pentagon’s limits for Iran’s nuclear program and the 
Islamic republic’s aggression in the Persian Gulf during a 
House Appropriations Committee hearing. 

“We will not allow Iran to develop a nuclear weapon,” 
Mr. Panetta told lawmakers. 
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“Iran needs to take steps to ensure that that does not 
happen, they do not develop that kind of nuclear capability,” 
he added. 

His comments came a day after Iran announced new 
achievements in creating nuclear rods and mastering atomic 
chain reactions. 

Mr. Panetta said that current intelligence does not show 
that Iran has begun to develop a nuclear weapon, but that it 
continues to develop its enrichment capabilities. 

He also said the U.S. would not allow Iran to close the 
Strait of Hormuz, through which one-fifth of the world’s oil is 
transported, and that diplomatic and economic sanctions 
against Iran’s oil sector are having an impact. 

“Iran is increasingly isolated in the world,” the defense 
chief said. “We are open, obviously, to negotiating with them, 
to try to find a diplomatic solution to these issues.” 

However, “we do keep all options on the table in case any 
red lines are crossed,” he said. 
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15. Al-Qaeda Bid For Role In Syrian Conflict Cited By Panetta As U.S. Concern 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 16 FEB 12) ... Viola Gienger and John Walcott 

U.S. Defense Secretary Leon Panetta expressed concern 
that al-Qaeda has voiced support for the opposition in Syria, a 
sign the group may be seeking a role in the conflict there. 

“It does raise concerns for us that al-Qaeda is trying to 
assert a presence there,” Panetta said yesterday in response to 
a question during a briefing at the Pentagon. “The situation 
there has become that much more serious as a result of that.” 

While Panetta said it’s too early to assess whether al- 
Qaeda is intertwined with the Syrian opposition, and if so how 
deeply, another U.S. official said the militant Sunni group is 
sending men, money and weapons to the opponents of Syrian 
President Bashar al-Assad. 

The official, who spoke on the condition of anonymity 
because intelligence on the matter is classified, said yesterday 
there is some evidence that the group’s Iraqi affiliate was 
responsible for recent bombings in Damascus, the Syrian 
capital, and Aleppo, the nation’s largest city. 

Al-Qaeda’s leader, Egyptian Ayman al-Zawahiri, who is 
believed by the U.S. and other governments to be in hiding in 
Pakistan, issued an eight-minute video on Feb. 12 called, 
“Onward. Lions of Syria.” In it, he called on Muslims in 
surrounding countries, including Iraq, to aid the Syrian rebels. 

Turning On Assad 
In doing so, al-Qaeda in Iraq is turning on the Assad 

family of Syria that helped provide the group with arms and 
money after the U.S. invasion of Iraq in 2003. 

While al-Qaeda’s affiliates in Iraq, Yemen and North 
Africa have grown increasingly independent of its diminished 
core leadership in Pakistan, all of them share the late leader 
Osama bin-Laden’s goal of toppling secular Arab rulers such 
as Assad and Iraq’s Saddam Hussein with the goal of opening 
the way for an Islamic caliphate across the Middle East and 
North Africa. 

Al-Qaeda was a spectator to the Arab Spring rebellions in 
Tunisia, Egypt and Libya as well as the largely Shiite uprising 
in Bahrain and the Shiite unrest in Kuwait and Saudi Arabia’s 
Eastern Province. The group’s numbers and power were 
declining even in Iraq’s largely Sunni Anbar province, the 

official said in an interview. It now sees an opportunity to 
reassert itself in Syria, he said. 

Fragmented Opposition 
The fragmented nature of the armed Syrian opposition, 

the growing antipathy of fighters in the streets to exile leaders, 
and the reluctance or inability of Western nations or the 
United Nations to halt the attacks by the Assad regime have 
offered al- Qaeda’s Iraq affiliate an opening, he said. 

The appearance of Iraqis affiliated with al-Qaeda has 
raised fears that terrorists may get their hands on some of the 
Assad regime’s stockpiles of shoulder-fired anti-aircraft 
missiles, other arms and ammunition and even chemical 
weapons, the official said. So far, there is no evidence that has 
happened. 

Syria possesses “tens of thousands” of shoulder-fired 
missiles, Thomas Countryman, assistant secretary of state for 
international security and nonproliferation, told defense 
writers in Washington on Feb. 15. 

“We do wish simply to have the neighbors of Syria do 
some of the same prudential planning that the neighbors of 
Libya are doing” to prevent such weapons finding their way 
across the border, Countryman said. 

Hezbollah In Lebanon 
Stopping the flow of arms out of Syria may be even more 

important than in Libya’s case because of the potential they 
could fall into the hands of the Shiite Islamic Hezbollah 
movement in neighboring Lebanon, according to Matt 
Schroeder, a small-arms expert with the Federation of 
American Scientists in Washington. 

An al-Qaeda presence in Syria also would create the 
potential for a battle between the militant Sunni group and 
Hezbollah, which is considered a terrorist organization by the 
U.S., Israel and others, and which receives much of its support 
through Iran via Assad’s Syria. 

A Feb. 2 report on “Lebanon and the Uprising in Syria” 
by Rebecca A. Hopkins, a Middle East analyst at the 
Congressional Research Service, lists “opportunities for 
suspected al-Qaeda supporters” as a primary concern about the 
Syrian unrest. 
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16. U.S. Military Chief Argues Against Egypt Aid Cut-Off 
(REUTERS 16 FEB 12) ... Phil Stewart 

WASHINGTON - The top U.S. military officer forcefully 
argued against a cut-off in aid to Egypt on Thursday but 
acknowledged there needed to be "consequences" after a 
crackdown on U.S. pro-democracy activists that has strained 
ties between Cairo and Washington. 

Washington has said $1.3 billion in U.S. military aid is at 
risk due to an Egyptian probe into civil society groups that has 
resulted in charges against 43 activists, including 19 
Americans who have been barred from leaving the country. 
Some have taken refuge at the U.S. embassy. 
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But General Martin Dempsey, chairman of the U.S. 
military's Joint Chiefs of Staff, told Congress that a cut-off in 
aid could backfire by distancing future generations of 
Egyptian military officers from the United States. 

He also noted privileges, including overflight rights, that 
U.S. aid helps ensure. 

"When we use funding to separate ourselves from prior 
partners, nothing good comes of it," Dempsey told the House 
of Representatives Appropriations Committee, which helps 
hold the nation's purse-strings. 

"There have to be some consequences for the choices 
they've made, I fully agree with that," said Dempsey, without 
specifying what those consequences might be. 

"But you know, we do have a very close partnership with 
them ... they grant us great overflight rights, they grant us 
priority passage through the Suez Canal. I mean, we get things 
for our aid that truly we need." 

In Cairo, the Muslim Brotherhood, which has emerged as 
the major political force since Hosni Mubarak was ousted 
from power a year ago, warned that Egypt may review its 
1979 peace deal with Israel if U.S. aid is cut, a move that 
could undermine a cornerstone of Washington's Middle East 
policy. 

Under the conditions written into the fiscal 2012 spending 
bill that Congress passed in December, Secretary of State 

Hillary Clinton must certify that Egypt's military-led 
authorities are meeting benchmarks toward democratic reform. 

Clinton has not yet made that certification for the fiscal 
year, which began last October and ends on September 1. 

Some lawmakers have pointed to those conditions as they 
voice alarm over the investigation of American pro-democracy 
activists, who face the prospect of imprisonment, according to 
separate testimony by the leaders of U.S. democracy-building 
organizations whose staff have been charged in Egypt. 

The charges include allegations that the activists were 
working for organizations not legally registered in Egypt. The 
groups say they have long sought to register there. 

They are also alleged to have broken the law by accepting 
foreign funds - grant money from the U.S. government - 
without Egyptian government approval. 

Dempsey, who traveled to Egypt earlier this month, said 
despite everything military ties with Egypt remained strong. 

The U.S. military has credited its strong ties with Egypt's 
military as one of the factors helping advance a democratic 
transition there after Mubarak's ousting. 

"Cutting off aid, and therefore cutting off from them, 
means that the next generation won't have that benefit (of 
close ties with the U.S. military). And I don't know where that 
takes us, to tell you the truth," Dempsey said. 
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17. Fighters, Radar, Marine Patrols Top Asia's Military Wish-List 
(REUTERS 16 FEB 12) ... Raju Gopalakrishnan 

SINGAPORE -- Singapore hosted military brass from 
across Asia this week at the region's biggest arms and 
aerospace bazaar, almost 70 years to the day since it fell to 
Japanese forces sweeping across Southeast Asia during World 
War Two. 

Japan has since become allied with most other Asian 
nations. It is now China which is the behemoth others are 
eyeing with unease. 

And bigger defense budgets, means sales of fighters, 
weapons and other tools of death and destruction are higher 
than ever before. 

At the Singapore Airshow, salesmen in business suits 
escorted visitors in the sweltering heat to mock-ups of the 
world's most advanced jet fighters, helicopters and transport 
aircraft parked on a tarmac. Nearby, inside a vast air-
conditioned hangar, state-of-the-art radar and surveillance 
equipment were exhibited and deals for missile systems were 
being inked. 

Interest is shifting away from ground weapons like tanks 
and guns, analysts said, to jet fighters, maritime patrol aircraft, 
radar and in some cases submarines. 

Asia's mostly littoral nations are less concerned now with 
old neighborhood rivalries, focusing more on the need for 
force projection across seas, analysts said. 

For many, a resurgent China is the main threat. 
"Other than India-Pakistan and the Korean peninsula, the 

contested spaces in Asia are maritime spaces, particularly the 
South China Sea," said Andrew Davies, a program director at 
the Australian Strategic Policy Institute. 

"The vulnerabilities that countries feel are often maritime 
as well because of the dependence on energy supplies being 
shipped in by sea. 

China's aggressive pursuit of claims to islands in the 
South China Sea is causing much concern in the region. 
Taiwan, Malaysia, the Philippines, Vietnam and Brunei also 
have claims and the row is seen as the biggest security threat 
in Asia. 

According to IHS Jane's DS Forecasts, East Asia's 
spending on military aircraft will soar to $24.3 billion in 2015 
from $15.9 billion this year. Expenditure on ground forces and 
traditional land weapons will grow only to $13.1 billion from 
$11.2 billion. 

Expenditure on navies will be mostly flat at $12 billion, 
although spending on submarines will jump to $3.1 billion 
from $2.5 billion. 

The forecast includes China, Japan, the Koreas and the 
Southeast Asian nations. 

Within three years, China's defense expenditure would 
exceed the combined spending of all other major countries in 
Asia, according to IHS Jane's. 

While all major Asian nations are forecast to increase 
spending on defense, China's military budget will double to 
$238.20 billion by 2015 from $119.80 billion last year, 
growing about 18.75 percent per annum. 

That pales in comparison to the proposed base U.S. 
defense budget of $525.40 billion for 2013, but the United 
States is cutting back, and the latest figure is about $5.1 billion 
less than approved in 2012. 

Analysts, however, say the surge in military expenditure 
is not an arms race, because most countries are spending less 
on defense as a proportion of GDP. But economic growth is 
strong across much of the region, and the dollar expenditure 
on defense is definitely on the up. 
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That is good news for Western arms manufacturers, 
among the world's biggest companies, who are reeling from 
shrinking defense budgets and the economic slowdown in the 
West. 

"It is our biggest market right now," said Tim Carey, a 
vice-president at Raytheon Corp, one of the biggest U.S. 
defense contractors, said of the Asia-Pacific. 

Lockheed Martin, the Pentagon's biggest supplier, and 
Boeing's defense division each expect the Asia-Pacific to 
contribute about 40 percent of international revenues. Between 
them, the two companies wholly or partly manufacture 
everything from aircraft, ships, submarines and weapons 
systems to radar, frigates, satellites and space equipment. 

Lockheed Martin, which manufactures the F-35, the 
world's most advanced fighter jet, and Boeing, the maker of 
the F/A-18 Super Hornet, are among those hoping to cash in 
on the region's demand for military aircraft. 

South Korea is likely to award a contract for up to 60 
fighters by mid-year while Malaysia is also looking to buy up 
to 24 aircraft. 

India, which announced earlier this month that France's 
Dassault Aviation was the preferred bidder for 126 fighters, 
could be in the market for additional planes, especially a 
variant that can be used on the aircraft carriers it is planning. 

"Everybody is going to upgrade their air forces," said 
Richard Kirkland, a vice-president at Lockheed Martin. 

"(What countries require is) an increased ability to say I 
want to know what is going on in the sea-lanes. And so 
manned and unmanned reconnaissance platforms and probably 
a growing awareness that undersea threats can pose a problem 
for stability and commerce. 

"Information awareness, the ability to communicate that, 
what is going on the oceans and what is going on undersea, 
that is the trend." 

Lockheed also sees Asia as the place to sell its Aegis 
naval combat systems, sensors and satellite equipment. Boeing 
is looking to hawk its AH-6 helicopter gunships and P8 series 
of maritime patrol aircraft. 

"The maritime environment in the Pacific has everybody's 
attention," said Jeff Kohler, a vice-president at Boeing 
Defense. "There are several countries that have asked the U.S. 
Navy and Boeing for demonstrations of the P8. Given the 
expanse of ocean and ranges, it's an ideal platform to have." 

Carey, the Raytheon executive, said he expected orders 
for 100 new maritime patrol aircraft in the region within the 
next three to five years, compared to about 1,000 in operation 
worldwide currently. 

"To see a 10 percent replacement in the short-term is very 
significant," he said. "In this region, maritime surveillance is 
being actively looked at by almost every government." 

It's not just threat perceptions that are driving weapons 
purchases. 

As Asian nations become more prosperous, they have 
more money to spend on defense, and internal security threats 
begin to dwindle, analysts say. Their vision of themselves 
begins to change, and then, so do their arms purchases. 

"As they start looking outwards and they have more 
money, all of a sudden things like high performance aircraft 

and naval platforms start to become attractive for them," said 
Davies at the Australian Institute. 

"Even in the absence of a regularly identified security 
threat, they will probably be doing that anyway because that's 
what countries do. It's part of being seen to be a successful 
country to have a sophisticated military, I think it's a 
perception that is what successful countries do. 

In Asia, other than China, India is seen as the country to 
watch in defense purchases as it plans to spend $100 billion on 
weapons over the next decade. That is of immediate concern 
to old enemy Pakistan, but also a factor for other countries in 
the region. 

What excites arms manufacturers is that India faces a 
varied landscape of defense needs -- insurgencies, a tense 
border with Pakistan, high-altitude skirmishes in the 
Himalayas, a need for air defense and its intention to have a 
blue-water navy to rival China. 

"There is almost certainly an element of competition 
there," said Davies. 

"China and India are not fans of one another but there's 
also that both countries are going from short-range land-based 
militaries to more strategic forces. 

"India and China both have global naval aspirations, 
nuclear submarines and aircraft carriers." 

India, which plans to put three aircraft carriers into 
operation by 2017, took delivery of its first of six planned 
nuclear submarines earlier this year. China has more than 60 
submarines and commissioned its first carrier last year. 

Elsewhere in Asia, Japan, South Korea and Singapore 
have submarines, and Thailand, Malaysia and Indonesia are 
eyeing purchases. 

China is also seen as a threat in cyber-warfare, 
participants at the airshow said. Indeed, cyber-security is seen 
as a big growth area for defense contractors and in the region 
Japan particularly is seen as spending considerable amounts 
on the sector. 

"Information security, protection of data, is at the 
forefront of every company, and every nation, and we are 
actively involved in helping governments particularly set up 
systems to protect their information technology," said 
Kirkland at Lockheed Martin. 

"The interesting thing about protection of cyber-
information is that there are no boundaries," he added. "If you 
look at the top five or six major things that Lockheed is 
thinking about, information technology and the protection of 
that is significant." 

Ultimately, countries looking to at least militarily match 
China in the region will have to rely on the United States and 
its huge Pacific command. 

"The name of the game for the U.S. is the ability to 
project force," Kirkland said. "The name of the game for some 
of our allies is the ability to share in a joint operation to 
maintain stability and their economic security zone. It's the 
marriage of the capabilities between the nations that will then 
keep the peace." 

That has implications for military equipment, he said. 
"The key is the ability to integrate what you have and 

what I have so that we can operate together." 
Return to Index 
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18. Navy Revives 'Ocean-Going' Slogan 
(YONHAP NEWS AENCY (S.KOREA) 17 FEB 12) 

SEOUL -- The Navy has revived the use of its slogan 
"Ocean-Going Navy," signifying its commitment to 
strengthening open water operational capabilities, a source 
said Friday. 

"The Navy is officially using the term 'Ocean-Going 
Navy,' which hadn't been in use since the sinking of the 
Cheonan," the source said, referring to the deadly North 
Korean torpedoing of the warship in March 2010. "The term 
Korean Ocean-Going Navy has appeared in documents and 
PR materials." 

The source also said the Navy is looking to add more 
Aegis destroyers to its fleet by 2020 and to put its maneuver 
fleets at the center of the Ocean-Going Navy. 

Over the next eight years, a 7,600-ton class KDX-III 
destroyer, a 2,300-ton next-generation convoy and a 5,000-ton 
next-generation landing craft will be added to the Navy, along 
with fast attack craft and submarines. 

The Navy had been using the term 'Ocean-Going' since 
1980 in a show of its commitment to protecting sea lanes and 
executing operations across the deep waters of open seas. But 
it disappeared from the Navy's papers after the Cheonan 
sinking, as critics pointed out that the term implied that the 
Navy had overlooked its coastal defense. 

The Ocean-Going Navy can also refer to a force capable 
of carrying out independent operations in open oceans for an 
extended period. Navies of the U.S., Britain and France are 
described as ocean-going. 
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19. Chinese Navy Steps Up Anti-Piracy Training 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 17 FEB 12) 

BEIJING — China's fast-modernizing navy is stepping up 
training for anti-piracy patrols off the coast of Somalia in a 
sign of its growing long-term commitment to overseas 
missions. 

The first two-week course for 84 leading officers began 
this week at the Naval Command College in the eastern 
Chinese city of Nanjing, the website of the military newspaper 
Liberation Army Daily said Friday. The officers will run drills 
and discuss military theory and experiences from China's 
previous anti-piracy missions, it said. 

China first launched the anti-piracy patrols in December 
2008, joining an international flotilla aiming to protect 
shipping in the Gulf of Aden. More than a dozen separate 
missions have followed, each consisting of two of the navy's 
most sophisticated missile frigates accompanied by a support 
ship. 

The patrols marked a major break with the navy's 
traditional role of protecting China's coastal region, as well as 
Beijing's oft-stated opposition to foreign military interventions 
or overseas bases. 

Along with boosting the navy's blue water capabilities in 
operations and resupply, the patrols appear to have whetted 
Beijing's appetite for even more ambitious missions. 

In recent years, the navy has dispatched ships as far away 
as the Caribbean, and last year sent vessels to the 
Mediterranean to escort ships evacuating Chinese citizens 
from Libya. 

Such moves have been facilitated by a wide-ranging naval 
upgrade fueled by double-digit annual increases in Chinese 
defense spending. Along with new destroyers, submarines and 
naval aircraft, Beijing last year began sea trials on its first 
aircraft carrier, a refurbished model purchased from Ukraine 
more than a decade ago. 

Cooperation with Ukraine and Russia have been at the 
heart of the military upgrade, and the Chinese chief of staff, 
Gen. Chen Bingde, and his deputy, Gen. Ma Xiaotian, met 
separately this week with delegations of top commanders from 
the two countries' militaries. 

Chen was quoted by the Liberation Army Daily as telling 
the commander of Ukraine's navy, Rear Adm. Viktor 
Maksimov, that China hoped to "open up more areas of 
cooperation" with the Ukrainian armed forces. 
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20. Italian Ship Didn't Follow International Protocol: Navy 
(ECONOMIC TIMES (INDIA) 17 FEB 12) 

KOCHI/NEW DELHI - Italian tanker Enrica Lexie, 
whose guards killed two Indian fishermen on Wednesday, has 
been sequestered under the watch of the Indian Coast Guard 
off Kochi and senior police officers went on board the vessel 
and questioned the crew. The case registered late on Thursday 
does not name anyone in particular. 

Italian consul-general Giampaolo Cutillo on Thursday 
met Kochi city police commissioner M R Ajith Kumar. A top 
official of Italian defence ministry will also come to Kochi to 
find an amicable solution to the issue. 

"As per preliminary investigation , six persons out of the 
30 crew were personnel of the Italian navy. Some of the crew 
on board are also Indians. An Italian defence attache will be in 
the city to discuss the matter ," a top police source said. 

Sources said only trained military personnel could fire with 
such accuracy at sea. 

"The naval officers were on board the vessel to guard it 
from pirates. Forensic experts are analysing the two bullets 
recovered from the bodies," officials said. As per the inquest 
report , the bullets were fired from a single weapon. While one 
fisherman died after the bullet hit his face, the other one was 
shot in the chest. 

Defence sources said that there was a proposal among the 
nations to deploy defence personnel on board ships to counter 
piracy, hence the navymen on board the tanker. Naval and 
Coast Guard officials, however, said the Italian ship did not 
seem to have followed the internationally laid-down protocol 
on suspicion of a pirate attack. 
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"First, the ship being waylaid should activate the 
emergency communication plan to report the attack, activate 
the ship security alert system , sound emergency alarm and 
make 'Mayday' calls on the open VHF Channel 16 or Channel 
08," said an official . But no Indian warship patrolling the area 
got such a distress call from Enrica Lexie. Nor did the ship 
take evasive measures. "It prima facie seems the Italian ship, 
instead of first resorting to passive measures, directly engaged 
in active measures by opening fire," he said. 

The Italian ambassador, however, strongly maintained the 
ship had adhered to the international protocol. Earlier in the 
day, the Italian embassy claimed that the Italian navy 
personnel fired warning shots after being allegedly attacked by 
the men on the fishing boat some 28km off the south-west 
coast. 

"Italian navy personnel on board following international 
protocols after repeated warnings and after ascertaining from 
binoculars that the pirates were armed... (they) gradually fired 
some warning shots and the pirates withdrew," the embassy 
statement said. 

Indian officials, however, pointed out that the two Indians 
killed in the incident were "genuine fishermen" and could not 

have been mistaken for pirates since neither were they armed 
to open fire, nor did their boat have any other "piracy 
triggers". 

Moreover, Enrica did not even report the firing incident to 
maritime authorities for almost three hours and was headed for 
UAE/Egypt when intercepted by Indian Coast Guard. Indian 
authorities can legally prosecute the crew if the shooting took 
place within the 12 nautical mile limit of Indian territorial 
waters. 

But it will become a slightly tricky affair if it's established 
that the incident occurred in international waters , in which 
case they may have to face the music in Italian courts. "The 
probe will include where exactly the incident took place. And 
whether the Italian nationals were carrying licensed weapons 
or not. If someone travels within the Indian territorial waters, 
he or she is supposed to take prior licence to carry weapons," 
said an official. 

The incident occurred 28km off Kollam coast around 
4.30pm on Wednesday. Kollam police said the fishermen were 
working on a boat named St Antony, owned by a person from 
Kaliyikkavila, near Thiruvananthapuram . The victims were 
from Kulachal in Tamil Nadu. 
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21. Estimated 3,500 Somalis Working As Pirates, United Nations Says 
(BLOOMBERG BUSINESS WEEK 16 FEB 12) ... Michelle Weise Bockmann 

There are about 3,500 Somali people working as pirates, 
attacking and hijacking vessels in the Gulf of Aden and the 
Indian Ocean, according to Wayne Miller, an official from the 
United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime. 

The number of Somalis who have turned to piracy is 
greater than the 2,000 figure commonly cited in counter-piracy 
campaigns, Miller, who is based in Nairobi, Kenya, said today 
at a conference in London. His estimate was based on talks 
with pirates in Somalia last November, when the end of the 
monsoon season typically sees attacks rise, Miller said. 

“None of them ever heard that if you work as a pirate you 
might die, you might get jailed or you might get maimed,” 
Miller said. “Somalis want help getting rid of what’s 
destroying their country.” 

There are an estimated 1,000 Somalis in custody in about 
20 countries, said Miller, whose job involves visiting African 

jails where pirates are jailed and communities in Somalia. The 
UN office’s counter-piracy program, which began in 2009, 
spans six countries with a mandate to support the detention 
and prosecution of suspects, according to it website. 

Somali pirate attacks rose to a record 237 in 2011, with 
ransoms worth $160 million paid to release 31 hijacked 
vessels, according to a One Earth Future Foundation report 
released last week. 

About 42,450 vessels pass through the region annually, 
the foundation said. Of these, 23,000 transit the Gulf of Aden 
carrying $1 trillion of trade, the U.K. government estimates. 

Piracy cost the shipping industry and governments $6.9 
billion last year, including $2.7 billion in extra fuel to speed 
up through the area and $1.27 billion on military operations, 
according to the foundation. 
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22. Mistral Warships For Russia To Get Russian Weaponry 
(RIA NOVOSTI 16 FEB 12) 

MOSCOW - The Mistral class amphibious assault ships 
built in France for the Russian Navy will be equipped with 
Russian-made weaponry, Navy Commander Adm. Vladimir 
Vysotsky said on Thursday. 

“The main armaments installed on the ships will be 
Russian-made,” Vysotsky said. 

The admiral said that the Mistrals for the Russian Navy 
will be better armed than their French counterparts for staving 
off airborne and submarine threats. 

The Mistral class ships in service with the French Navy 
are armed with two Simbad launchers for Mistral missiles and 
four 12.7 mm M2-HB Browning machine guns. They are 
considered under-equipped for self-defense. 

Vysotsky also mentioned that the Russian Mistrals could 
be armed with missiles equipped with “special Russian-
designed warheads,” although he did not specify the nature of 
these warheads. 

He stressed that Mistral warships will operate as part of 
naval task forces and significantly enhance their combat 
potential. 

Russia and France signed a $1.2-billion contract on two 
French-built Mistral class ships, including the transfer of 
sensitive technology, in June 2011. Two more ships are 
expected to be 80% built in Russia, 20% in France. 

The first Mistral class warship is expected to be put in 
service with the Russian Navy in three years. 

View Interactive Graphic 
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23. NATO To Buy U.S.-Made Unmanned Aircraft 
(REUTERS 16 FEB 12) ... Justyna Pawlak 

BRUSSELS - NATO is to buy five U.S.-made unmanned 
aircraft capable of countering Afghan insurgents, hunting 
pirates off Somalia or monitoring arms embargoes, an alliance 
official said on Wednesday. 

The drones are part of the Alliance Ground Surveillance 
(AGS) project, scheduled to begin operating between 2015 
and 2017. The project reflects NATO efforts to cooperate 
more closely with its member states on defense costs and 
capabilities at a time of financial constraints. 

NATO has said last year’s Libya conflict exposed 
shortcomings in the alliance’s surveillance ability. 

Thirteen allies—Bulgaria, the Czech Republic, Estonia, 
Germany, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Norway, 
Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia and the United States—will 
participate in the procurement of the drones and other 
equipment such as deployable ground stations that will 
support AGS. 

NATO members gave their approval to the project this 
month, after two decades of wrangling over how to share 
funding. 

“The acquisition itself is over 1 billion (euros),” a NATO 
official told reporters, speaking on condition of anonymity. 

The cost will include five Global Hawk drones, produced 
by U.S. firm Northrop Grumman, as well as training and pilot 
costs, he said. Maintenance of the drones and operation costs 
will amount to around 2 billion euros over 20 years. 

Northrop Grumman ISS International is the main 
contractor, while the German arm of EADS, Italy’s Galileo 
Avionica—a unit of Finmeccanica—and the Canadian arm of 
General Dynamics are also involved. 

The drones can fly at 60,000 feet (18 km) and stay aloft 
for more than 24 hours. 

NATO says the uses of the AGS include countering 
attacks by improvised explosive devices in Afghanistan and 
piracy off Somalia, as well as humanitarian operations, 
disaster relief and monitoring arms embargoes. 

The system will have its main base at Sigonella in Italy 
and several associated command-and-control base stations. 

Britain and France will contribute surveillance equipment, 
the official said, instead of a portion of their contribution to 
the financing of the system’s base, infrastructure and 
communications costs, which will be borne by all NATO 
states. 
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PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
24. Blue Angels Announce Enlisted Opportunities For The 2013 Team 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 15 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Eric Rowley, Blue Angels Public Affairs 

EL CENTRO, Calif. -- The Navy Flight Demonstration 
Squadron, the Blue Angels, encourage qualified Navy and 
Marine Corps enlisted personnel to apply for the 2013 and 
follow-on seasons. 

Navy E-5 and above, and outstanding E-4, Sailors from 
multiple aviation platforms are considered for this type-two 
sea duty billet. 

Blue Angels Command Master Chief Yoshimi Core 
explained the Blue Angels team is not locked into selecting 
Sailors solely based on naval enlisted codes (NECs) or F/A-18 
experience. 

However, Marine Corps applicants must be F/A-18 
specific electricians, communication/navigation (COMNAV), 
power plants or air frames. 

The squadron's Enlisted Applications Chief, Senior Chief 
Aviation Electronics Technician Patrick Hosterman, said the 
team has a variety of opportunities available for the following 
rates: aviation machinist's mate (AD), aviation electrician's 
mate (AE), aviation structural mechanic (AM and AME), 
aviation ordnanceman (AO), aviation support equipmentmen 
(AS), aviation electronics technician (AT), aviation 
maintenance administrationman (AZ), aircrew survival 
equipmentman (PR), mass communication specialist (MC), 
logistics specialist (LS), and yeoman (YN). The team is also 
looking for a hospital corpsman (HM) with an 8406 NEC and 
E-7s in aviation maintenance ratings. 

Core explained team members must have a strong work 
ethic, exceptional communication skills, the enthusiasm to 
represent the men and women of the Navy and Marine Corps 

and the desire to uphold the traditions of the Blue Angels 
organization. 

"The Blue Angels Navy and Marine Corps members are 
all about team work," said Core. "Ultimately, you can be the 
best technician in the world but if you do not thrive on 
teamwork you are not the right fit for this team." 

It is common to see Blue Angel HM's, YN's, MC's and 
LS's on the flight line servicing jets. Team members in 
different work centers help other shops with heavier or higher 
priority workloads. Each member adds their skills to the team 
and they are refined in an intense training process. 

"The Blue Angels have a very comprehensive preparation 
period new team members go through," said Hosterman. 

"Prospective chief, limited duty officer and Seamen to 
Admiral candidates benefit from sustained superior 
performance, and selection to the team is just another good 
bullet in their resume," said Core. "The Blue Angels are a 
small sample of the best Sailors and Marines in the fleet." 

Chief Aviation Structural Mechanic (Safety Equipment) 
Brian Williamson, the Blue Angels detailer, says Sailors 
should not be concerned about getting penalized if they do not 
get picked for the team. They will be given one more look in 
Career Management System/Interactive Detailing (CMS/ID) 
before they are considered needs of the Navy. 

"If you are accepted for the team, the exposure you get 
and the military bearing you learn will last the rest of your 
career," said Williamson. 

For more information on how to apply visit the Blue 
Angels' web site: www.blueangels.navy.mil. 
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25. Blue Angels Seek Officer Applicants 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 15 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Eric Rowley, Blue Angels Public Affairs 

EL CENTRO, Calif. -- U.S. Navy Flight Demonstration 
Squadron, the Blue Angels, encourages Navy and Marine 
Corps officers to apply for the 2013 team and follow-on 
seasons. 

The Blue Angels team is seeking two Navy or Marine 
Corps F/A-18 demonstration pilots, a flight surgeon and one 
naval flight officer for the events coordinator position, for the 
2013 and follows-on seasons. The team is also seeking one 
Marine Corps C-130 demonstration pilot, a public affairs 
officer and a maintenance officer for the 2014 and follow-on 
seasons. 

"We are looking for highly motivated career-oriented 
officers who desire an opportunity to represent the finest men 
and women of the United States Navy and Marine Corps," 
said Blue Angels Opposing Solo Pilot Lt. Dave Tickle. 

The opportunity to demonstrate the teamwork and 
dedication of our military to citizens across the country is a 
rare and unique privilege, Tickle added. It is important the 
individuals selected are well rounded and proficient in their 
fields. 

"Applying is easy," Tickle said. "However, once we enter 
the decision-making process we take time to ensure the right 
applicants are selected to uphold the standards of excellence 
found throughout the fleet." 

Once individuals are considered "active applicants," they 
are invited to attend any pre-show briefing during the normal 
show season and attend social functions at the air shows. This 

gives prospective members insight into the overall routine of 
the Blue Angels and allows team members to meet the 
applicants. 

Future Blue Angels must have a strong work ethic, 
exceptional communication skills, the enthusiasm to represent 
the men and women of the Navy and Marine Corps and the 
desire to uphold the traditions of the Blue Angels 
organization. 

"My favorite part about being a part of this team is having 
the opportunity to talk to children at the show sites and see 
their faces light up with enjoyment," said Blue Angels Lead 
Solo Pilot Lt. C.J Simonsen. "Our hope is to inspire them to 
pursue careers in the Navy and Marine Corps and focus their 
studies in math, science and technology." 

Navy and Marine Corps F/A-18 demonstration pilots and 
naval flight officers are required to have a minimum 1,250 
tactical jet hours and be carrier-qualified. Marine Corps C-130 
demonstration pilots are required to have 1,200 flight hours 
and be an aircraft commander. 

"The dedication and teamwork of the Blue Angels is 
absolutely amazing," said Blue Angels Flight Surgeon Lt. 
Cmdr. Jason Smith. "Applicants, if selected, can expect a 
challenging and rewarding experience." 

Officers must be comfortable in dealing with groups and 
individuals while demonstrating professionalism, motivation 
and integrity. 
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26. Special Ops Commander Vows Better Life For 66,000 Troops 
(USA TODAY 16 FEB 12) ... Gregg Zoroya 

The commander of America's most elite fighting forces — 
responding to a groundswell of complaints raised by Navy 
SEALs, Army Special Forces and Marine and Air Force 
commandos — is promising to improve the quality of their 
personal lives, suffering in the wake of continuous fighting 
over 10 years. 

"This pace has robbed you and your families of any sense 
of predictability and 'white space' (free time together)," Adm. 
William McRaven, the head of U.S.Special Operations 
Command, wrote to his 66,000 troops last month after an 
internal "sensing" study of the force last year uncovered 
quality-of-life concerns. 

"I want you to know that I hear you! I am aware of the 
strain placed on you and I am personally committed to 
alleviating the pressure you and your families are dealing with 
in these difficult times," McRaven wrote in an e-mail obtained 
by USA TODAY. 

Commanders of the elite troops report upticks in suicide 
and divorce rates and marriages that exist only in name, with 
commandos too busy at war to go through the process of filing 
papers. "We see a lot of separations short of divorce, people 
too busy to get divorced," McRaven's predecessor, Adm. Eric 
Olson, said last year. 

McRaven — who commanded the raid that killed Osama 
bin Laden last year — told an audience in Washington, D.C., 
last week that he and his wife, Georgeann, are visiting troops 
to hear more about their concerns. 

He acknowledged in a brief interview afterward that a key 
worry is how seasoned troops, rather than staying through 
retirement, are leaving after about 10 years because of the all-
consuming nature of their work. 

The rare concession about strain on this elite force comes 
at a time when the Obama administration intends to rely on 
special operations units even more as the drawdown of overall 
U.S. forces in Afghanistan continues. 

Last week, McRaven said his troops would likely be the 
last to leave Afghanistan. But he added, "I think we can help 
the force from fraying any further and still meet our 
obligations in Afghanistan and around the world." 

Combat tours by special operations troops are typically 
three to seven months long. Although shorter in duration, their 
deployments are far more frequent than for other 
servicemembers, with commandos deploying a dozen or more 
times since 9/11. 

Late last year, the new commander of the Navy SEALs, 
Rear Adm. Sean Pybus, told his troops in an in-house 
publication that mounting pressures on them is his top 
concern. 

"The pressure is real and it's manifesting itself in different 
ways. We're seeing discipline, performance, health and family 
issues negatively affecting our force," Pybus wrote. 

Olson commissioned a special task force led by the 
Special Operations Command chaplain who visited with 7,000 
troops and a thousand spouses in 2011, hearing concerns about 
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stresses on individual troops, their families and their 
marriages. 

The task force, McRaven wrote in his e-mail, "confirmed 
that a decade of continuous combat operations, coupled with 
an insatiable demand for SOF (special operations forces) 
around the globe, have increased the physical and emotional 
stress on our force and families." 

In addition to frequent combat deployments and training 
missions for these troops, their families complained about long 
working days even when they were home, says Jim Lorraine, 
who ran special operations support programs and took part in 
the task force. 

Investigators were told, "Is this the quality of life we 
want?" Lorraine said. "If you're going to keep my pace up and 

my wife's not going to be happy, my family's not going to be 
happy, I'm leaving," he added. 

McRaven said he is developing a comprehensive plan to 
ensure troops have more predictable time with their families. 
He also plans improved counseling and medical, 
psychological and rehabilitative services. He is urging troops 
to seek help when necessary. 

That's difficult, McRaven said last week. "When you have 
a force of A++ personalities who came in because they are 
hard, tough men and women, and now you want them to come 
forward and … expose their fears to you, that's not easy to 
do," he said. 
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27. Bill Seeks Limits On For-Profit Schools Funding 
(NAVY TIMES 16 FEB 12) ... Rick Maze 

A group of lawmakers proposes to prevent any school 
from receiving all of its funding from federal education 
programs, including the GI Bill and military tuition assistance. 

Their goal is to limit some for-profit schools’ practice of 
recruiting service members and veterans to take expensive 
courses of limited value. 

Sen. Tom Carper, D-Del., a Navy veteran and chief 
Senate sponsor the Military and Veterans’ Education 
Protection Act, acknowledged at a Thursday press conference 
that the path ahead could be difficult, but added: “We have 
already accomplished something by introducing the 
legislation,” he said. 

Rep. Jackie Speier, D-Calif., the chief sponsor of the 
House version of the bill, was more upbeat. “We are on a 
mission here, and we are going to deliver,” she said. However, 
she said the for-profit school industry is strong and expected 
to fight. 

A statement on the bill from the Association of Private 
Sector Colleges and Universities is fairly moderate, however. 
The association’s president, Steve Gunderson, said his group 
is working with Congress, the Obama administration and 
veterans’ groups “to find positive and constructive solutions 
that both protect our veterans and their access to educational 
opportunities.” 

The new bill seeks to improve the quality of education at 
for-profit schools by preventing any institution from surviving 
solely on federal aid. It would do this by preventing schools 
from receiving more than 90 percent of tuition from federal 
education programs, including all money from Education 
Department grants, GI Bill and survivors’ education programs 
from the Veterans Affairs Department, and tuition assistance 
from the military services. 

There is such a rule on the books today, but the 90 percent 
cap applies only to programs funded by the Education 

Department, such as Pell Grants. Programs funded by the 
Veterans Affairs and Defense departments, such as the GI Bill 
and tuition assistance, do not count against that cap. 

That allows schools to fill the other 10 percent of their 
student bodies with veterans using the GI Bill or service 
members using tuition assistance — with the federal 
government ultimately paying for the education of every 
student at those schools. 

“I don’t believe in this day and age that any school should 
get 100 percent funding from the federal government,” said 
Carper, who said he believes requiring 10 percent of tuition to 
come from students’ pockets will improve quality by allowing 
the free market to control the product. 

A 90 percent limit on federal funds may not stop some of 
the abuses, however. At a press conference unveiling the bill, 
Rep. Walter Jones, R-N.C., described a recruiter from a for-
profit school who was signing up students at a wounded 
warrior barracks at Camp Lejuene, N.C. — including brain-
injured combat veterans who did not know what they were 
signing or what courses they were supposed to be taking. 

There are military regulations that could have prevented 
the recruiter from getting into the barracks, but the new 
education protection act would not apply any new restrictions 
or punishments for similar behavior. 

Tom Tarantino, deputy policy director for Iraq and 
Afghanistan Veterans of America, said the bill would be 
helpful to veterans, if enacted, not by preventing deceptive 
recruiting but by forcing schools to improve the quality of 
courses in order to get more students to pay their own way. 

“Ultimately for us, this is about jobs,” he said. “We need 
to insure veterans who use the GI Bill to take courses can use 
that education to get a job.” 
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28. Montford Point Marine Speaks To Service Members 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 16 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist Seaman Apprentice Chris Brown, Navy Public Affairs 
Support Element, Det. Northwest 

SILVERDALE, Wash. -- Naval Base Kitsap (NBK) 
Bangor Sailors and Marines listened as one of the nation's first 
African-American Marines spoke during a Black History 
event held at the Bangor Cinema Plus, Feb. 16. 

Former Marine Cpl. Clayton Pitre, a "Montford Point 
Marine" explained how he enlisted in the Marine Corps in 
1942, even with the racial inequalities occurring in the country 
during that time. 
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"Everyone was going over and doing their part, and I felt 
that as soon as I can go out and do my part, the better off I 
would be," said Pitre. 

Pitre, who grew up in Opelousas, La., was able to enlist 
due to Executive Order 8802, issued by President Franklin D. 
Roosevelt on June 25, 1941. This order launched the 
beginning efforts in erasing racial discrimination in the armed 
forces. 

"It was a very trying experience because of the fact that 
we were in a segregated Marine Corps," said Pitre. 

According to the Montford Point Marine Association 
website, about 20,000 African American recruits trained at 
Montford Point Camp during World War II, and it was the 
only boot camp black recruits were authorized to attend until 
July 1948 when President Harry S. Truman issued Executive 
Order 9981, ending segregation. 

Pitre shared memories of his time in the Marine Corps 
with the service members in attendance so they could learn 
from his past experiences, noting that one can't judge the 
future from the past. 

"It's an honor to come here and speak to these service 
members. I am happy to see how far we have come since my 

time in the service," said Pitre. "I feel good because not only 
do you see it in a military role, but you see integrated schools 
and things where the youth are working and playing together 
on a team. They're all trying to win the championship, and 
they're pushing on toward a common goal. And some of these 
things that have troubled the seniors of the past is not a part of 
their life, and that's the beautiful part." 

Sailors and Marines said that listening to Pitre speak was 
motivating and was a great reminder of how the military has 
always been at the forefront of equality. 

"It was a great experience, and it was just reinforcing 
those core values that the Navy and Marine Corps instill in us 
when we're young and we're starting out that carries us 
throughout our life and motivates us to continue to overcome 
obstacles and to do great things in our community and be an 
example to others," said Senior Chief Master-at-Arms 
(EXW/SW) Aurelius Fullilove, attached to Marine Corps 
Security Forces Battalion, Bangor. 

For service members looking to change history like the 
Montford Point Marines, Pitre said "there is very little one can 
do alone, but in unison it will all fall in to place." 
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29. Local Sailor Takes Part In Nation’s Largest Amphibious Training Exercise 
(CLEVELAND (TX) ADVOCATE 16 FEB 12) ... S.L. Standifird 

For the Navy son of a Cleveland man, “storming the 
beach” looked much different than the iconic World War II 
photos of landing craft riding the waves to shore, followed by 
Marines running out with guns blazing. 

An amphibious beach assault today can mean vehicles 
emerging from the sea and moving inland where land 
operations can begin. 

Navy Seaman Michael G. Schultz, son of Leroy Schultz 
of Cleveland, Texas, is a Riverine crewman with Riverine 
Squadron 3, Yorktown, Va., and was one of approximately 
20,000 participating in our nation’s largest amphibious 
training exercise in 10 years, named Exercise Bold Alligator 
2012. 

The exercise recently took place at nine bases along the 
East Coast and illustrated a revitalization of the fundamentals 
and tactics of modern amphibious operations. U.S. Marines, 
Sailors, coastguardsmen, along with allied troops from 
Australia, Canada, France, Germany, Italy, The Netherlands, 
New Zealand, Spain and the United Kingdom participated. 

Schultz’ role was to help his team practice amphibious 
operations, and ensure they are ready if called upon. 

“I am a boat coxswain (pilot) of a Riverine patrol boat in 
support of the largest amphibious assault in the last 10 years,” 
said the 2006 graduate of Caney Creek High School. 

The exercise incorporated 25 ships and more than 120 
aircraft to improve executing maritime strategy; forward 
presence, deterrence, sea control, power projection, maritime 

security, humanitarian assistance and disaster response, along 
with working closely with allies. 

For Schultz, amphibious operations tested here required 
everyone to undergo specialized training before they could 
participate in Bold Alligator. 

“We underwent an intense and rigorous training cycle 
from schools to lots of maritime operations and battle drills,” 
said Schultz, who has been in the Navy for almost two years. 

From the Navy ships offshore, to the Marines patrolling 
the mock villages located inland, the Navy and Marine Corps 
together played a major role in making this exercise as 
realistic as they can. 

For Sailors like Schultz, they provided the additional 
waterway security and maritime combat capabilities necessary 
for the exercise. 

“The importance of this exercise is to bring different 
types of units together from all branches of service to conduct 
a large assault and to be ready to combat any enemy forces to 
protect America and our allies,” said Schultz. 

The skills and tactics refined during Bold Alligator will 
have a place not only among combat operations, but also with 
humanitarian assistance, emergency evacuation, flood and 
earthquake response, tactical recovery of aircraft and 
personnel and counter piracy. 

After 10 years of focusing on ground combat, this is the 
first step for the Navy and Marine Corps team to return to 
their role as “warriors from the sea.” 
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30. Springfield Native Honored As One Of Navy’s Top Recruiters 
(YANKTON (SD) DAILY PRESS & DAKOTAN 16 FEB 12) ... Randy Dockendorf 

Dennis DeJong has served 21 years in the U.S. Navy, 
providing humanitarian relief — even delivering a dentist’s 
chair to a village — and serving other missions around the 
world. 

The Springfield native and Bon Homme High School 
graduate now serves as a recruiter, seeking top-caliber 
candidates. 
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“I enjoyed being stationed in Asia and had such 
tremendous experiences. In particular, the humanitarian 
missions — helping those in greatest need — put a smile on 
my face,” he said. “It’s the big reason that I considered the 
recruiting jobs, simply to give others some of the same 
opportunities that I was handed.” 

In his recruiting work, Chief Aviation Machinist’s Mate 
(ADC) DeJong has distinguished himself as the best of the 
best. For his performance, he has been awarded the Navy’s 
2011 Recruiter of the Year Award for the Nuclear Propulsion 
Officer Candidate Program (NUPOC). 

The Recruiter of the Year award is awarded to sixteen 
individuals out of a pool of more than 5,000 Sailors 
throughout the nation. He was honored this month at a 
Washington ceremony where he met with Secretary of the 
Navy. 

“I strive to do my job and do it well, not for any kind of 
commendation,” DeJong said. “The Navy has the best team 
that I could ever hope to work with, and the Navy and Marine 
Corps team work hand in hand.” 

DeJong serves the Navy Recruiting District (NRD) based 
in Denver. The region includes all or part of Colorado, 
Wyoming, Nebraska, Kansas, Utah, Idaho and Nevada. 

“I feel, most of all, this award really goes out to my team 
of amazing men and women who work alongside me,” he said. 
“I could have never achieved all I have alone, and this award 
is an achievement not only for me, but for the entire Navy 
Recruiting District Denver team.” 

High Standards 
DeJong’s decorated career includes about two dozen 

awards, ribbons, commendations and medals for meritorious 
service, good conduct and service in the Global War On 
Terrorism (GWOT). 

The Recruiter of the Year Award recognizes the most 
accomplished and successful recruiters across the country. 

“It’s my job to seek the finest men and women for 
positions in the U.S. Navy,” DeJong said. “While there are 
hundreds of career fields for recruits to choose from in the 
Navy, I focus on the Nuclear Propulsion field which literally 
challenges me to find the top 1 percent of the top 1 percent.” 

DeJong said he recruits for engineering positions, 
focusing mainly on colleges and their graduates. 

“I rarely look at anything less than a 3.3 (grade point 
average). I look for the best and brightest young men and 
women in the engineering field that have the potential to 
become a fantastic leader,” he said. “When I recruit, I look for 
persons that I would be proud to serve with, who have high 
morals and who have honor and courage.” 

DeJong said he remains inspired by the applicants who 
meet his high recruiting standards. “The people that we are 
finding are phenomenal, and we are finding a real patriotism 
among them,” he said. 

DeJong knows firsthand that sense of patriotism and 
honor, grounded in his South Dakota roots. From a young age, 
he looked up to his grandfather, a World War II veteran, and 
his father, a member of the National Guard. Through their 
example, he was instilled with a strong passion for his country 
and willingness to serve. 

In 1990, DeJong enlisted in the U.S. Navy at Sioux Falls. 
Along with a fascination of aviation and the dream of 

becoming a “Naval Aircrewman,” DeJong found the Navy to 
be a perfect fit — one that would change his life for the better. 

“I have got a lot of Army on both sides of the family. I 
was the first in my family to go Navy,” he said. “I truly admire 
all of the branches of the military service, and it was a 
relatively easy decision of mine to borrow from my family and 
go into the military.” 

Helping Those In Need 
Since enlisting in the Navy, DeJong has visited 22 

different countries throughout the Asian Theater. 
These visits offered more than opportunities to experience 

a different culture. As a helicopter and fixed wing Naval 
Aircrewman, DeJong performed mine countermeasures and 
delivered cargo. He also maintained his aircraft so it was 
always ready for action. 

Citing the Navy’s motto, “A Global Force for Good,” 
DeJong pointed to the delivery of humanitarian and disaster 
relief in the wake of natural disasters in the United States and 
Asia. 

“The humanitarian things, I feel, are one of the things 
about the military in general that are very seldom publicized,” 
he said. “My team delivered thousands of pounds of food for 
relief after earthquakes, tsunamis, fires and mudslides.” 

Sometimes, just reaching the disaster site provided a 
major challenge, he said, noting how mudslides stopped all 
traffic coming in and out of one region. 

After a Thailand tsunami, DeJong’s team flew 
humanitarian personnel into the affected area. 

“These disasters are worse in person,” he said. “The 
media do a great job of explaining what happened. But you 
don’t get a true feeling of the devastation until you see the 
families who are so traumatized, with virtually nothing left 
and nowhere to start with.” 

Not all humanitarian missions involved disaster 
responses, DeJong said. 

“On one occasion, we airlifted a dental chair into the 
village. They’d never seen anything like it or ever had a 
dentist available to them,” he said. “At first, they were 
apprehensive. But after the first few patients went through, the 
line got longer quickly. With this single chair, they now had 
the opportunity to receive dental care and better their village.” 

In 2004, DeJong reported to Commander Fleet Activities 
in Okinawa, Japan. He was assigned as the Air Operations 
Leading Petty Officer and provided aviation support to the 
U.S. Pacific Fleet (PACFLT). 

The U.S. Pacific Fleet, the world’s largest fleet command, 
encompasses 100 million square miles, more than half the 
Earth’s surface, from the West Coast of the United States into 
the Indian Ocean. The Pacific Fleet consists of approximately 
180 ships, nearly 2,000 aircraft and 125,000 Sailors, marines 
and civilians. 

During the next four years he established himself as a 
superb performer and well-rounded leader. Subsequently, he 
was promoted to chief petty officer. 

Senior Navy leaders credit DeJong’s work with building 
strong relations overseas, according to Navy spokesman Dan 
Puleio. 

“Regarding humanitarian relief efforts, (Navy leaders) say 
that we build friendships among the world’s people,” Puleio 
said. “(They believe) the U.S. can ‘surge’ troops, but we can't 
surge ‘trust.’ This must be developed over time.” 
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DeJong’s relief work helped build up a nation in need, 
Puleio said. “Following these humanitarian relief efforts, we 
leave the area or country’s infrastructure better than it had 
been prior to the disaster,” he said. 

Giving Back To Others 
Serving those in need doesn’t end for DeJong when he 

returns from deployment. He has served as a troop leader for 
Cub Scout Pack 104 and has also coached youth baseball, 
soccer and football teams for ages 5 to 15. 

DeJong and his wife, Candice, have been married 17 
years and have two children: Travis, 14, and Ashley, 13. The 
family lived in Okinawa prior to their move to Colorado. 

DeJong said he gives back to his community, wherever he 
lives. 

“Lending a hand in my community has not only changed 
my life,” he said. “I know that passing on the lessons and 
leadership I’ve learned in the Navy, in turn, has changed the 
lives of these young athletes as well.” 

DeJong credits his military service with making him a 
“stronger, more well-rounded person.” 

“My decision to join the Navy has absolutely shaped my 
life,” he said. “The Navy has forged me into the leader I am 
today — from leadership and management skills which are 
invaluable in any profession to community service and an 
overall sense of pride.” 

After retirement from the military, DeJong said he would 
consider humanitarian relief work in the civilian sector. “It’s 
hard to leave it behind, because it’s embedded in you,” he 
said. 

DeJong credits his South Dakota upbringing with his 
success as a recruiter and other roles in the military. 

“I always consider South Dakota my home, even though I 
work all over,” he said. “I’ll always have those values of hard 
work, dedication and loyalty.” 
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31. Admiral Nominee Rose Through Ranks Despite ‘Illogical Act’ 
(WASHINGTON TIMES 16 FEB 12) ... Rowan Scarborough 

When Lt. j.g. Timothy W. Dorsey fired his fighter jet’s 
missile at an Air Force reconnaissance plane, nearly killing its 
two aviators and destroying the aircraft during a training 
exercise, it was hard to imagine then how his Navy career 
would wind up 25 years later. 

The official investigation into the 1987 shoot-down said 
the F-14 pilot’s decision “raises substantial doubt as to his 
capacity for good, sound judgment.” The Navy banned him 
from flying its aircraft. 

Defense Secretary Leon E. Panetta this month announced 
to the Senate several nominations for promotion to admiral. 

On the list is Navy Reserve Capt. Timothy W. Dorsey, the 
same man who, while assigned to the aircraft carrier USS 
Saratoga, committed what the report said was an “illogical 
act.” 

Capt. Dorsey today is the inspector general for Navy 
Reserve Detachment 106 in Norfolk, Va. 

His promotion to admiral has some in the aviation 
community shaking their heads, especially because minor 
discretions by flight officers over the past decades have 
resulted in reprimands and the ends of careers. 

Lawyer Charles Gittins, a former Marine Corps aviator, 
has represented several naval officers whose careers were 
ended for what he considered minor misconduct. 

“It is shocking that the Navy would promote an officer 
with this background to flag rank, particularly in an 
environment where the Navy relieves commanding officers of 
their commands at the drop of a hat for trivial or insubstantial 
reasons,” Mr. Gittins told The Washington Times. 

Capt. Dorsey’s father, James Dorsey, was at the time of 
the incident commander of the carrier USS America and an 
aviator. A year later, he became assistant deputy chief of naval 
operations at the Pentagon and later attained three-star vice 
admiral rank. 

In his civilian job, Capt. Dorsey is general counsel at 
USA Discounters in Virginia Beach. 

He said Thursday that he did not want to discuss the 
shoot-down or his career because he is about to take a Navy 
Reserve intelligence post. 

“I’m going to have to decline to talk right now, based on 
the kind of job I’m going to be taking,” he said. “I’m not 
really big on talking to press for anything. 

“It means heading up some intel factions. So it’s really 
not something I would typically do. I [would] rather not see 
my name in the paper at all right now because of the job I’m 
getting ready to take. A lack of press is good on what I’m 
getting ready to do.” 

Capt. Dorsey kept his Navy career on track by reinventing 
himself, first as a Reserve intelligence officer and then as an 
inspector general in charge of investigating wrongdoing. In 
1995, he earned a law degree from the University of 
Richmond. 

A 2010 alumni magazine profile says Capt. Dorsey “has 
endured countless physical and mental tests in his 47 years - 
first, as a fighter pilot flying F-14 Tomcats, and later during 
the 2003 U.S. invasion of Iraq as an intelligence officer 
interrogating prisoners.” 

“I’ve been through naval aviation training, survival 
training and a dual-degree program in college,” he told the 
magazine, “and nothing came close to the rigors of first-year 
law.” 

The flattering profile does not mention what Capt. Dorsey 
did in 1987 as a rookie Tomcat pilot, with 245 flying hours, in 
one of the naval air community’s most embarrassing incidents. 

Then-Lt. Dorsey was taking part in a non-fire flight 
exercise over the Mediterranean Sea. 

He was given a command to simulate a missile firing but 
took it literally, armed his Sidewinder missile without telling 
his back-seat radar intercept officer, and shot down the Air 
Force plane. Its two aviators ejected moments before the plane 
exploded. 

The Navy’s 1988 investigative report on Lt. Dorsey was 
blunt and damning, according to the Associated Press, which 
obtained a copy via the Freedom of Information Act in 1988. 
It said Lt. Dorsey knew the plane was “friendly” and knew he 
was on a routine exercise. 

“The September 22, 1987, destruction of USAF RF-4C 
was not the result of an accident, but the consequence of a 



 26

deliberate act,” the investigator wrote. “His subsequent 
reaction [to the radio command] demonstrated an absolute 
disregard of the known facts and circumstances. 

“He failed to utilize the decision-making process taught in 
replacement training and reacted in a purely mechanical 
manner. The performance of Lieutenant Timothy W. Dorsey 
on September 22, 1987, raises substantial doubt as to his 
capacity for good, sound judgment.” 

Vice Adm. Kendall E. Moranville, who had headed the 
6th Fleet, said: “We necessarily rely on the self-discipline and 
judgment of pilots to prevent such incidents; we have no other 

choice. Nothing, in my opinion, can mitigate Lieutenant 
Dorsey’s basic error in judgment.” 

Jon Ault, a retired F-14 pilot, said Capt. Dorsey never 
took responsibility. 

“I would never have guessed he’d ever make it to 
commander, much less admiral,” he said. “In fact, I thought 
his career was over back when the shoot-down happened. He 
refused to accept any blame for the shoot-down and swore he 
was just following [rules of engagement] even though he knew 
it was a friendly. I mean, the guy did it on purpose.” 
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32. Navy Hospital Corpsman Killed In Overseas Training Accident 
Petty Officer 3rd Class Kyler L. Estrada died in Djibouti 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 16 FEB 12) ... Gretel C. Kovach 

A Navy hospital corpsman deployed with a Camp 
Pendleton Marine unit in Djibouti died in training, the 
Pentagon announced. 

Petty Officer 3rd Class Kyler L. Estrada, 21, of Maricopa, 
Ariz., was killed Tuesday serving with the 11th Marine 
Expeditionary Unit. He died from a gunshot wound during a 
training exercise, according to the Naval Safety Center. 

The Marine unit stopped in Africa during a sea tour, in 
support of Operation Enduring Freedom and the war in 
Afghanistan. 

Estrada described his job as "fix broken Marines," 
according to his Facebook page. 

He is survived by his wife, Alyssa. "My best friend and 
my soul mate died," she wrote on her page. 

"Kyler Estrada is now and always will be the one love of 
my life. Thank you baby for giving me enough happiness in 
one year to last me the rest of forever. I will never forget you 
my love." 

Thanking family and friends for the outpouring of 
condolences, she said: "Kyler was so blessed to have so many 
people who cared about him, and always will." 
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33. Sailor Arrested After Caught Having Sex With 15-Year-Old At Park 
(PORT ORCHARD (WA) INDEPENDENT 16 FEB 12) 

A 21-year-old sailor was arrested on Valentine's Day in 
South Kitsap Regional Park and charged with having sex with 
an underage girl in his car. 

The suspect, who is assigned to the USS Nimitz, was 
parked in his red Ford Mustang near the basketball courts in 
the park late Tuesday night when a Kitsap County sheriff's 
deputy shined his spotlight on the car to investigate, since the 
park is closed after dark. 

According to charging documents filed in Kitsap County 
District Court, the deputy reported he was unable to see inside 
the car "due to dark tinted windows and fog on the windows." 

He approached the car and told the driver three times to 
roll down the window before the man complied. When the 
deputy asked what he was doing in the park, the man replied 
that he was having sex, although the deputy stated in his report 
he did not see anyone else in the car. 

The man then told the deputy his girlfriend was in the 
back seat hiding under a Navy sea bag because she was naked, 
and when a female poked her head out from under the bag the 

deputy noticed that she seemed considerably younger than the 
driver. 

Both the driver and the female said she was 18, but a 
records check on her name revealed that she was actually 15. 
The deputy called the girl's home phone number and her 
stepfather confirmed her age. 

The deputy reported that the girl said she had met the man 
through an online connection a month earlier, and that 
Tuesday night was their third sexual encounter, all in the park 
within the previous week. She also told the deputy that she 
had told the man in a text message that she was only 15. 

She was released when her mother came to the park to 
pick her up. 

When the deputy questioned the man, he at first insisted 
that the girl had told him she was 18, but finally admitted he 
knew she was 15, according to the charging documents. He 
was arrested and booked at the Kitsap County jail for third-
degree rape of a child. His bail was set at $100,000. 
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34. Yokosuka Sailor Pleads Guilty To Murdering Infant Daughter 
(STARS AND STRIPES 16 FEB 12) ... Erik Slavin 

YOKOSUKA NAVAL BASE, Japan — A USS 
Fitzgerald Sailor pleaded guilty to murder for killing his infant 
daughter with “karate chop-like blows,” and was sentenced 
Thursday to 15 years in prison. 

The stress of providing for his family, his job and other 
factors led Seaman Lequae Caldwell, 23, to take out his anger 
on his crying daughter, 5-month-old Aviana, on Jan. 5, 2011, 

the Sailor said while reading an unsworn statement at his 
Yokosuka court-martial Thursday. 

Caldwell struck “the chest (her chest) with his hand using 
two karate chop-like blows,” according to court documents 
read by the judge. The blows ruptured his daughter’s heart, 
and she likely died within minutes after experiencing “air 
hunger,” according to medical testimony. 
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Caldwell said he initially denied striking his child to spare 
the feelings of his wife, Seaman Camellia Ngirmang, who 
served with him aboard the Fitzgerald. 

“I lied because I couldn’t give my wife a dead child and a 
murdering husband at the same time,” Caldwell said. 

Caldwell later admitted to the crime in a videotaped 
confession to Naval Criminal Investigative Service agents. 

The military judge, Capt. David Berger, sentenced 
Caldwell to 21 years in prison. However, under the rules of the 
Uniform Code of Military Justice, the lighter sentence in the 
plea agreement takes precedence over the judge’s ruling. 

Caldwell will receive credit for 407 days of time already 
served at the Yokosuka brig. 

The accused told the court that he panicked after striking 
Aviana at his Yokosuka base residence. He tried giving her a 
cold shower in the hopes that Aviana’s shallow breaths would 
return to normal. Then he went to his computer to seek 
medical advice online. When he returned to his daughter, she 
was not breathing. 

“I was afraid to go for help because I did not know how to 
explain it,” Caldwell said. “In the moment, I wanted to die as 
well. I wanted to jump off my balcony headfirst, but I could 
not leave my wife with no explanation.” 

Caldwell said he attempted CPR. He then carried her out 
of the apartment and downstairs, where he ran into his wife in 
the Nanaban Tower parking lot, he told the court. 

They went to the hospital, where Caldwell made up a 
story about his daughter’s fate. Medical officials later notified 
law enforcement authorities. 

When Caldwell’s wife took the stand, she began weeping 
when asked to review 20 photos of Aviana. 

“Is it fair to say that at the time of her death you 
considered her your life, your reason for being?” asked co-
prosecutor Lt. Cmdr. Andy Myers. 

“Yes,” Ngirmang replied. 
Co-defense counsel Lt. Adam Partridge asked Ngirmang 

if she loved her husband and hoped he could return home as 
soon as possible. 

Ngirmang answered yes to both questions. 
Following Aviana’s death, Ngirmang gave birth to a son, 

her second child with Caldwell. 
Co-prosecutor Lt. Eric Nelson argued that for the 

protection of that son, Caldwell should be locked up for 25 
years. 

“All that potential, that vibrant young life … was ended at 
the hands of her father,” Nelson said. 

Defense attorney Lt. Cmdr. Hayes Larsen recommended 
between five and eight years in prison, alluding to Caldwell’s 
anguish and sorrow. 

“No one in this courtroom … will feel that more acutely 
than Fireman Caldwell,” Larsen said. 

Caldwell, of Benton Harbor, Mich., also received a 
dishonorable discharge, reduction in grade to E-1 and 
forfeiture of all pay under the terms of a pretrial agreement, in 
exchange for his guilty plea. 
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FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
35. Navy Leaders Want A More Flexible Fleet 
(NATIONAL DEFENSE MAGAZINE MARCH 2012) ... Eric Beidel 

After fighting two land wars for a decade, the military is 
putting an emphasis back on the sea and is shifting its focus to 
the Asia-Pacific region and to a more maritime-weighted 
mission in the Middle East. 

A new defense strategy calls for a more agile force that 
can rapidly deploy and plug in capabilities as needed. The 
military must have the ability to project power in contested 
areas and strike quickly from over the horizon, the strategy 
says. 

For the Navy, this means investing in directed energy, 
perfecting an electromagnetic railgun, maintaining the existing 
number of aircraft carriers and large-deck amphibious ships, 
and increasing the cruise missile capacity of future Virginia-
class submarines. It means upgrading radars and designing a 
conventional prompt-strike option for subs, senior Pentagon 
officials said. 

In the near term, the Defense Department has decided to 
keep all 11 aircraft carriers and their 10 air wings, each of 
which consists of about 60 aircraft. In the future, a significant 
portion of the fleet will be forward based in places like 
Europe, Singapore, Bahrain, the Diego Garcia territory and 
Japan. Officials announced that they will convert an 
amphibious assault ship into an “afloat forward staging base” 
to support mine-sweeping operations in the Persian Gulf. 

“We span the globe,” Undersecretary of the Navy Bob 
Work said in January at the Surface Navy Association’s 

annual symposium in Arlington, Va. “We get there quicker,” 
with smaller assets such as the Joint High Speed Vessel and 
the Littoral Combat Ship, which can travel at 35 and 40 knots 
respectively. 

The country is on the verge of a golden age in sea power, 
Work said. The current fleet is like no other in the history of 
the world, he said. And a mix of high- and low-end ships 
designed for what Work called a “total force battle network,” 
will play a major role in a concept of open payloads that can 
be used by everything from unmanned systems to Marines. It 
fits right in with a defense strategy that stresses smaller, agile, 
innovative forces, he said. 

Ships are just one piece of a larger network that includes 
other important weapon systems such as P-8s, BAMS [broad 
area maritime surveillance] unmanned aircraft, Fire Scout 
drones, remote mine-hunting systems and unmanned surface 
vessels, Work said. 

The Navy has to make smart investments in anti-torpedo 
torpedo defense, directed energy and electromagnetic rail 
guns. Those three research areas will allow the surface fleet to 
be dominant for some time to come, he said. 

“We have plenty of strike,” Work said. “I need theater 
ballistic missile defense that I can fire without breaking the 
bank.” 

A fleet that can intercept missiles and deploy lasers that 
can “kill anything from horizon to horizon” will be able to get 
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into denied areas and exert its firepower on enemy targets, he 
said. 

“We don’t need to say, ‘Oh my goodness, we don’t have 
600 ships,’” Work said. “This is a different fleet. It is a more 
powerful fleet. I will take this fleet over the 600-ship Navy, a 
third-generation Navy, in a heartbeat.” 

Everything about the future fleet is about flexibility — 
open payloads, open architectures, configurable ships. Smaller 
ships could carry a Riverine squadron or unmanned systems. 
Medium vessels could have a torpedo in a bay or 40 Navy 
SEALs. 

The Navy has the platforms; the future is all about the 
payloads, Work said. 

But there are still a lot of issues with the platforms, 
analysts said. 

Outside experts agree on the need for improved electric 
weapons such as lasers and rail guns. However, they point out 
that the Navy’s commitment to such technology is uncertain. 
There was little to no money in either the 2011 or 2012 
budgets to continue development of high-powered solid-state 
lasers, despite a fair amount of progress up to that point, said 
longtime naval analyst Ronald O’Rourke, of the 
Congressional Research Service. 

“You can go ahead and develop these weapons but if you 
don’t have the ships that have the power and cooling and the 
infrastructure needed to support them, then you still don’t 
have any,” he said. 

No existing surface combatant can take a laser 
significantly above 100 kilowatts without running out of 
cooling or power or both, O’Rourke said. “And if you wait 
until the lasers are ready to start designing the ship that is 
going to take them, then it is going to be many, many years 
before you have a significant number of those ships in the 
fleet,” he said. 

The Navy needs a new roadmap to move its surface force 
to integrated electric drive. The benefits would be many, 
including the ability to support electric weapons and other 
high-powered systems and payloads that would be available in 
the future. The service at one point did have such a strategy, 
but it was done in conjunction with programs that have been 
truncated or cancelled, which left the plan to crumble, 
O’Rourke said. 

The service also needs to address shortcomings in its own 
shipbuilding plans, analysts said. The Navy already appears to 
be backsliding from a goal it established just a few years ago 
of having 313 ships in its fleet. 

“Circumstances have now changed,” Adm. John Harvey, 
commander of Fleet Forces Command, recently told reporters 
in Washington. “I can give you a 500-ship Navy or I can give 
you a 100-ship Navy.” The proper size depends on a variety of 
factors, he said. 

Work made similar comments at the symposium. 
“Is it going to be 313 ships or 310? I don’t care,” he said, 

touting the role of other weapon systems such as drones and P-
8 maritime aircraft. “Everything interconnects. You can’t just 
count ships.” 

Navy officials recently announced that they would 
conduct a force structure review that would revisit the number 
and types of ships that they need. Chief of Naval Operations 
Adm. Jonathan W. Greenert said at the conference that the 
study would be undertaken in the spring. A Navy spokesman 

would not comment on the review, saying that it was in the 
earliest stages of planning. 

The Navy needs to start by addressing a projected 
shortfall in large surface combatants — cruisers and 
destroyers that often are viewed as the workhorses of the fleet. 
Navy officials have repeatedly told critics not to get too 
wrapped up in counting ships, but some observers worry that 
the service is focusing more on assets with less capability that 
can be bought cheaper. 

“This is more than the difference between 313 and 310 
ships,” O’Rourke said. “In fact, this is the biggest shortfall for 
a major category of ships I have seen in my 28 years as a 
naval analyst. This is huge.” 

Current projections show that the Navy will fall about 24 
ships short of the 94 required by the 2030s. The number of 
large surface combatants would remain below that 
requirement through 2041, reaching a low of 68 ships in 2034. 

The Navy also would miss future goals for amphibious 
ships and attack submarines, noted Eric Labs, an analyst from 
the Congressional Budget Office. 

Fiscal realities may make plugging 24 more cruisers and 
destroyers into the fleet nearly impossible. But an underlying 
problem is that the plan is based on service lives — 35 years 
or more — that no cruiser or destroyer has ever reached. Over 
the past three decades, the Navy has retired 13 cruisers and 
destroyers. The average lifespan was 26 years, and none were 
in service for 35 years, Labs said. Six of those ships were 
retired strictly for budgetary reasons, so it is unknown whether 
they could reach the service lives required in the plan, he 
added. 

O’Rourke said that he had seen no activity from the Navy 
to examine the ability of Flight I and II destroyers to extend 
out to 40 or 45 years. The shortfall may appear far away on 
paper, but closing the future gap requires leaders to make 
decisions now, he said. The Navy needs to begin spending 
more on maintenance and treat ships better today, he added. 

O’Rourke wrote in a December report that shortfalls in 
cruisers and destroyers, attack submarines and other ships 
“could make it difficult or impossible for the Navy to fully 
perform its projected missions, particularly during the latter 
years of the 30-year plan.” 

The Congressional Budget Office has suggested a revised 
blueprint that includes 24 more destroyers, five more attack 
submarines and two more large-deck amphibious assault 
ships. This approach would cost nearly $20 billion per year. 
The CBO reports the current plan would cost about $18 billion 
per year, about 16 percent more than the Navy estimates. 

Sequestration would throw a monkey wrench into 
everything. If the Defense Department were forced to take on 
an additional $500 billion in cuts, the Navy would have to cut 
24 ships from its plan. The fleet would only be at 260 ships by 
2025, which is 25 less than today, Labs said. 

The service eventually wants to buy 55 LCSs, smaller 
ships that can counter mines, small boats and diesel electric 
submarines closer to shore. But some lawmakers blame the 
relatively inexpensive LCS and JHSV for draining resources 
from what they consider more capable larger ships. 

Sen. Susan Collins, R-Maine, said that fewer large surface 
combatants would threaten both the Navy’s ability to conduct 
high-end combat and a fragile shipbuilding industry. The 
requirement for 94 cruisers and destroyers shows the growing 
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need for ships that are able to perform a variety of missions 
such as ballistic missile defense, open ocean anti-submarine 
warfare and strike warfare, she said. 

“How many ships do we have to be short of that goal 
before someone in the Navy or at the Pentagon sounds the 
alarm that the risk for our country’s security has reached a red 
line?” Collins said. 

O’Rourke said that the LCS is becoming a standard item 
in proposals around Washington for how to cut the defense 
budget. But Navy officials consider it a point of pride. 

“A lot of people still don’t get the LCS,” Work said. “And 
they’re not going to get it until we get it into the fleet and 
prove it.” 

The hallmark of the Navy also has been criticized. The 
Pentagon has shown the desire to protect the 11 aircraft 
carriers from budget cuts, but the heyday of the 100,000-ton 
monsters is over, said noted columnist and author Norman 
Polmar, who has been a consultant to several senior officials 
in the Navy and Defense Department. 

For more than 70 years, the carrier has been a cornerstone 
of U.S. naval power and the measure of such capabilities for 
all nations, “but the situation now has changed,” Polmar said. 
“And I believe it has changed permanently and very 
dramatically.” 

They are ghosts of their former selves for reasons related 
to cost, vulnerability and reduced capability, he said. 

The next carrier is expected to cost between $12 billion 
and $16 billion, maybe more, but by virtue of it being the 
largest ship in the fleet, it also is the biggest target politically 
and fiscally, Polmar said. 

The carrier’s survivability has always been tied to its 
ability to move. In the past, an adversary could not pre-stage 
an attack on one because it might be 300 miles away the next 
day. But today, with continuous tracking by satellites and 
long-endurance drones, the carrier has lost its ability to hide, 
he said. 

There are now other systems that perform many of the 
same missions — long-range strike, air defense, anti-
submarine warfare, tactical reconnaissance — just as well, if 
not better, Polmar said. These include satellites, drones, U2s 
and offensive cyber-operations. 

“Go back and look at the capabilities or reasons we used 
carriers 20 and 30 years ago and then look today,” Polmar 
explained. “You’re going to reprogram a satellite — it’s 
cheaper, easier, faster. You’re going to send a UAV. You’re 
going to dispatch a U2. Or you’re going to try to do it with 
cyber.” 

Besides the 11 carriers, the Navy has more than 50 
submarines and more than 80 surface combatants that can 
launch Tomahawk missiles. When it comes to strike, air 
defense, ballistic missile defense and anti-submarine warfare, 
“I’m putting my money on surface combatants, not on aircraft 
carriers,” Polmar said. 
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36. Amphibious Readiness Group Seen As A Boon To Ship Repair Industry 
The news helps offset disappointment over the failed bid for a nuclear aircraft. 
(FLORDIA TIMES-UNION 17 FEB 12) ... Drew Dixon 

Sure, there were plenty of residents and businesses 
disappointed to hear that a nuclear aircraft carrier will likely 
not be coming to Mayport Naval Station. 

But there’s an entire First Coast industry that was thrilled 
to learn that an amphibious readiness group would be home-
ported at Mayport as part of President Barack Obama’s 
spending plan, which was submitted to Congress Monday. 

“It has to be looked at as a very positive event,” said J. 
Michael McGrath, executive director of the Jacksonville Area 
Ship Repair Association. “The big thing will be the timing. 
We [Mayport] were supposed to drop down to four ships by 
2015.” 

It’s not clear when the amphibious group would arrive, 
but it would likely be between 2013 and 2016. With that group 
would come about 2,000 Sailors. McGrath said the sooner the 
better. 

“If you get those in 2014 or early 2015, it could pretty 
much save the industrial base,” he said. “From a ship repair 
standpoint, it’s very positive.” 

McGrath’s organization represents about 2,600 employees 
in Northeast Florida with about 50 associated companies. But 
the main three that service military ships in the Jacksonville 
area include BAE Systems, North Florida Shipyards and Earl 
Industries, all of which have offices on the base and facilities 
just outside the military installation. 

Aaron Bowman, BAE director of business operations, 
said the ship repair companies in this area won’t miss the 
nuclear carrier too much because that involves specific 

equipment that they don’t even have at the moment. The 
amphibious group, on the other hand, will be a windfall. 

“I think the entire ship repair industry will be involved 
with the maintenance of those ships,” said Bowman, who was 
the commanding officer at Mayport Naval Station until 
October 2010. “Those are big ships. I would say that’s a very 
big deal.” 

Elaine Brown, former chairwoman of the Beaches 
division of JAX Chamber, said the business sector among 
coastal communities is ready to embrace the amphibious 
group. 

“I think with what we’re hearing and based on 
conversations with the Navy, this looks like a real good deal 
for Mayport,” Brown said Tuesday. “You’re talking about 
2,000 people coming in. That’s a lot. I think it’s good for us. 
It’s something to be celebrated.” 

Earl Industries general manager Joe O’Conor said the 
immediate negative reaction to possibly losing the nuclear 
carrier completely overlooked the major impact the 
amphibious group could have. 

“It’s a whole lot better news than the possibility of getting 
an aircraft carrier that was scheduled for 2020,” O’Conor said. 
“We needed something to bridge the gap as they 
decommission all the frigates.” 

While the amphibious group is bound to provide some 
boost to local business, Brown said business and community 
leaders aren’t giving up on getting a nuclear carrier based at 
Mayport. 
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“We’ll keep working for the carrier. Do we have to have a 
carrier? It would be nice,” Brown said. “It would be a strategic 

move that would make sense.” 
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37. USNS Comfort’s Move From Baltimore To Norfolk To Save Navy Time & Money 
(WJZ CBS BALTIMORE 16 FEB 12) ... Alex DeMetrick 

BALTIMORE– Our loss, the Navy’s gain. New 
information on why the Navy is moving the hospital ship 
USNS Comfort from Baltimore to Norfolk, Va. 

Alex DeMetrick reports, like real estate, it’s all about 
location at the best price. 

The Navy may own the Comfort, but it takes a lot of 
civilians to keep it in top shape. Local contractors have been 
doing it for awhile. 

“Since 1989, when the ship first came to Baltimore,” 
explained Steve Cieslak of Harris Fire Protection. “It’s good 
for the economy, because there’s a lot of local companies that 
provide goods and services to the ship.” 

That business could take a hit when the Navy moves the 
Comfort from Baltimore to Norfolk in 2013. But it will save 
the navy $2 million a year. 

“After 25 years of being in Baltimore, it will be a sad day 
that the ship moves, but I can see the advantages to being in 
the Norfolk area,” Capt. Randall Rockwood, Comfort’s 
master, said. 

Captain Rockwood commands the civilian crew that 
operates the ship. 

The Navy provides the hundreds of doctors, nurses and 
medical staff during missions, whether it’s war or disaster 
relief like the earthquake in Haiti. And being in Norfolk saves 
time. 

“As fast as the ship left the dock, it still had to transit 
twelve hours down the Bay before it could turn right to go 
down to Haiti,” Capt. Rockwood said. “We’ll be closer to the 
Atlantic, which is important.” 

That will also put it closer to the supplies the ship needs 
and to the medical crew. Those bussed into Baltimore from 
Bethesda are are only a small fraction of the staff. 

“The bulk of our medical staff actually comes from 
Portsmouth Naval Hospital, which is in Virginia, probably 
about 20 miles from where the ship will be stationed,” Capt. 
David Weiss of the U.S. Navy said. 

Right now, that trip to Virginia is set for March of next 
year. 

Even though it leaves for good next year, the Comfort 
will soon be sailing for Boston for 60 days of dry dock work. 

View Clip (RT: 1:40) 
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38. Analyst Projects 30 Percent Drop in Defense Spending 
(NATIONAL DEFENSE 16 FEB 12) ... Sandra Erwin 

The Obama administration’s military strategy is 
predicated on avoiding wars like Iraq and Afghanistan. 
Beyond that, it says little about how the U.S. armed services 
should size forces and make investments for a future of 
shrinking budgets. 

This creates a big problem for the defense industry as 
executives ponder possible actions to cope with the downturn, 
said Steven Grundman, a former Pentagon official and now an 
industry consultant. 

He estimated that the most likely scenario is for defense 
spending to drop by one-third from its 2010 peak sometime 
over the next decade. The high point in 2010 was $730 billion 
in 2013 dollars (including both base and war budgets). His 
worst-case scenario would be a budget of between $450 
billion and $500 billion in 2013 dollars, Grundman said Feb. 
16 at an industry conference organized by Aviation Week & 
Space Technology. 

As to when the plunge will occur, he said it could happen 
as early as in two years, if the so-called sequestration cuts of 
$500 billion are enforced. But he believes that, most likely, the 
dreaded guillotine will not fall that soon, and the bulk of the 
cuts will happen in the next five years. “I still don’t believe the 
reductions will be as deep as they would be with 
sequestration,” Grundman said. 

He said the administration’s apocalyptic rhetoric about 
defense cutbacks is not helpful. During the rollout of the 2013-
2017 budget proposal this week, officials have insisted that 
any reductions beyond the $259 billion already proposed for 
the five-year plan would be catastrophic and would devastate 
the Defense Department. 

“I don’t think that’s yet convincing,” Grundman said. 
A smarter approach would be to “define the floor,” he 

said. Grundman said the Pentagon needs the equivalent of 
Colin Powell’s “base force” study. In 1989, then Chairman of 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff Gen. Colin Powell sought to define 
the base force as the minimum that the United States would 
need in order to remain a superpower following the end of the 
Cold War. Although Powell’s effort was superseded by 
President Bill Clinton’s bottom-up review in 1993, the idea 
that the Pentagon should outline a base force is relevant today, 
said Grundman. “Powell decided that if we don’t define the 
floor, there is no floor.” 

In the current environment, it would be helpful for the 
administration to explain how the military would operate with 
a $400 billion, or a $500 billion budget, he said. “There’s no 
meaningful difference if someone doesn’t define the floor.” 

The alternative is to allow the political winds to blow 
freely, he added. “The country has other priorities and 
expectations of what the peace dividend means if we don’t 
define a floor.” 

It will be a repeat of what Powell faced, he said. “I think 
we’re there again. The country doesn’t know what the floor is. 
The defense establishment hasn’t yet informed the answer to 
that question.” 

The good news for Pentagon contractors is that the United 
States, even if the budget plunges by 30 percent, will still 
remain highly militarized, said Grundman. The president’s 
Jan. 5 strategic guidance doesn’t specify what the role of U.S. 
leadership in the world will be, but the odds are that whatever 
it is, “it will have a big dose of military power.” 



 31

The desire to influence the world via military superiority 
is not going away, he said. 

Industry, however, is in for a rough ride, Grundman 
warned. 

Not only will there be less money for new weapon 
systems, but contractors will have to contend with an 
unfriendly business climate. Most companies have not yet 
figured out how to adjust to an environment where they are 
treated as bad guys, he said. “I don’t see a coherent corporate 
strategy to the pretty direct dissatisfaction that this customer 
has with this industry.” 

The recent termination of the Global Hawk Block 30 
unmanned aircraft is a good case in point, he said. The 
Pentagon is holding the program as a “good example of the 
way we need to pay attention to cost and performance with the 
budget we have.” 

Although unmanned drones remain a “sweet spot” in the 
defense market, Pentagon procurement officials signaled with 
the Global Hawk decision that they have lost tolerance for 
programs that are over budget and behind schedule, Grundman 
said. 

“That’s the fate of things that become too expensive,” he 
said. “There are not a lot of companies in this industry that 
know how to solve this problem: Integrate a complex system 
on schedule and on cost,” Grundman said. “The ones that 
can’t are going to lose regardless of who’s in charge at the 
Defense Department. The ones who can are going to win.” 

The preferred survival strategy that many firms adopted in 
the 1990s — bulk up by acquiring other companies — might 
not work this time, he said. Executives should be open to all 
options, including selling off their defense businesses. “The 
reflex that I hear, ‘Let’s do what we did in the mid-‘90s,’ does 
not make sense to me in this environment.” 
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39. Aircraft Carrier's Rising Cost Prompts Lawmakers To Seek Audit 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 17 FEB 12) ... Tony Capaccio 

Leaders of the Senate Armed Services Committee asked 
Congress’s auditing agency to investigate the rising cost of the 
aircraft carrier USS Gerald R. Ford, the Navy’s most 
expensive warship. 

Committee Chairman Carl Levin and Senator John 
McCain, the panel’s senior Republican, asked the Government 
Accountability Office in a letter yesterday to review the $40.3 
billion program to build three carriers. They cited increasing 
cost overruns for the Ford, or CVN-78, the first of the ships. 

“Despite a significant upfront investment in research and 
development as well as design and construction preparation, 
the cost of the CVN-78 construction has grown to over $12.3 
billion -- an increase of more than 10 percent compared with 
initial estimates for the ship,” Levin, a Michigan Democrat, 
and McCain of Arizona wrote in the letter seeking the inquiry. 

The estimated cost increase exceeds by about $500 
million a congressionally imposed cap on the initial carrier, 
which “should force the Navy to terminate the contract, 
modify the ship’s planned capabilities or ask for legislative 
relief” from the cap, they wrote. 

The Ford is scheduled for delivery in September 2015. 
“Cost increases of this magnitude may have far-reaching 

consequences” on the Navy’s ability “to execute the rest of its 
shipbuilding plan,” the senators wrote. The GAO published its 
last full report on the CVN-78 in August 2007. 

Navy spokeswoman Captain Cate Mueller declined to 
comment on the letter. 

The Ford is being built by Huntington Ingalls Industries 
Inc. under a “cost-plus, incentive-fee” contract in which the 
Navy pays for most of the overruns. 

Even so, the service’s efforts to control costs are putting 
the company’s $579.2 million profit at risk, according to the 
Navy. The Navy said Huntington Ingalls of Newport News, 
Virginia, is being docked millions of dollars in profit because 
of the cost overrun. It didn’t disclose Huntington’s share. 

Huntington Ingalls is continuing “to see improvements in 
our performance” on the carrier, Beci Brenton, a 
spokeswoman for the company, said in an e-mail this week. 

Documents submitted this week with the Pentagon’s 
fiscal 2013 budget proposal indicate that the Navy’s cost 

estimate for the second carrier in the group, the John F. 
Kennedy, has also grown about 12 percent in the last year to 
$11.4 billion from $10.2 billion. 

The Navy has stretched construction of the Kennedy by 
two years, with a design and construction contract to be 
awarded in 2013. 

“It would be helpful to know what portion” of the JFK 
cost growth “is due to added inflation being incorporated into 
the ship’s cost as a consequence of the apparent two-year 
stretch-out in the ship’s construction schedule, and what 
portion is due to other causes,” said Ronald O’Rourke, naval 
analyst for the non-partisan Congressional Research Service, 
said in an e-mail. 

Separately, the development contract held by General 
Atomics for the electro-magnetic aircraft launch system to be 
used on all three carriers has risen at least $289 million, to 
$435 million, in three cost increases since the initial contract 
award in 2004, according to Navy figures. 

The Navy received a fourth cost overrun estimate from 
San Diego-based General Atomics in May that the service 
continues to assess, Naval Air Systems Command spokesman 
Rob Koon said in an e-mail. 

General Atomics spokeswoman Nancy Hitchcox didn’t 
immediately return an e-mail requesting comment. 

The Navy said this week that it increased the cost of the 
Huntington Ingalls design and construction contract for the 
Ford by $811 million, or about 16 percent, over its $5.16 
billion target price. 

The Navy said in budget documents that it will add $449 
million in fiscal 2014 and $362 million in 2015 to cover the 
overrun. 

In addition to the Huntington Ingalls design and 
construction contract, the ship’s cost includes assembly, the 
electro-magnetic aircraft launch system, government-furnished 
equipment such as its nuclear reactor and Raytheon Co.’s 
dual- band radar for aircraft search and tracking. 

An additional $3.7 billion is for research that applies to all 
three vessels in the class, the Navy said. 
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Levin and McCain asked the GAO to assess the 
likelihood for the discovery of deficiencies requiring critical 
redesigns. 

The Congressional Budget Office wrote in a June report 
that the greatest cost increases typically occur when a ship is 

more than half-finished. The Ford design contract is about 42 
percent complete. 

Huntington Ingalls became a separate company last year 
when Northrop Grumman Corp. spun off its shipbuilding unit. 
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40. U.S. Can Safely Take Deeper Nuclear Arms Cuts, Senior Defense Official Says 
(GLOBAL SECURITY NEWSWIRE 16 FEB 12) ... Elaine M. Grossman 

A top Defense Department official on Wednesday said a 
fresh round of reductions in strategic nuclear weapons could 
be done without harming U.S. security, though the Pentagon 
has not yet offered President Obama a recommendation on the 
matter. 

“I do believe that there are steps that we can take to 
further strengthen our deterrence posture and assurance of 
allies, and that I believe we can do so with lower numbers,” 
said James Miller, acting Defense undersecretary for policy. 

These words constituted “a little bit of a hint,” Miller said, 
about how he anticipates advising Obama to proceed in sizing 
and shaping Washington’s nuclear arsenal in coming years. 

Miller, who the White House last month nominated for 
the top Defense policy slot after a nearly three-year role as 
deputy, said Pentagon leaders have not yet concluded a 
“Nuclear Posture Review Implementation Study” that had 
previously been expected by late last year. 

Begun last August, the Defense Department analysis is to 
survey options for carrying out policy mandates in the 2010 
Nuclear Posture Review, including “measures that would 
strengthen deterrence, that would enhance strategic stability 
[and] assure our allies and partners, and that would define 
possible limits for future reductions below New START 
levels,” said Miller, speaking at a three-day symposium on 
nuclear deterrence in Arlington, Va. 

The U.S.-Russian arms control pact entered into force in 
February 2011 and requires that by 2018 each side cap its 
deployed strategic nuclear warheads at 1,550. The agreement 
also limits each nation to no more than 700 fielded long-range 
nuclear weapon platforms -- bomber aircraft, ICBMs and 
submarine-launched ballistic missiles -- with another 100 
permitted in reserve. 

Miller would not directly address an Associated Press 
report published on Tuesday that said the administration was 
considering at least three options for further nuclear arms 
reductions that would slash the New START arsenal by as 
much as 80 percent. 

Citing anonymous sources in and outside government, the 
AP article said that alternatives under deliberation included 
reductions in deployed strategic nuclear weapons to roughly 
1,000 to 1,100, 700 to 800, or 300 to 400. 

“We are looking at a number of options,” Miller said on 
Wednesday without confirming the reported details. “I will 
say that today’s posture and New START force levels 
represent one option. The status quo is the default option, and 
we will see if we can shift from that in a way that will 
strengthen deterrence, strengthen stability and strengthen 
assurance at lower numbers.” 

The profound reductions reported to be under 
contemplation have already drawn kudos from some arms 
control advocates. 

While some details of the story could not be confirmed, 
said Stephen Young of the Union of Concerned Scientists, 
“the administration is absolutely correct to look at deep cuts 
like this. 

“The United States does not rely on nuclear weapons as a 
central part of our security,” he told Global Security Newswire 
this week. Their fundamental role in deterring a nuclear attack 
against Washington or its allies “can be accomplished with a 
far smaller stockpile than we presently maintain,” making 
“reductions on this scale … not only feasible, but sensible,” he 
said. 

The idea that the Obama administration might entertain 
thoughts of a U.S. strategic nuclear force numbering as few as 
300 warheads has also triggered outrage from some 
Republican lawmakers. 

“Obviously this is going to create a huge stir in 
Congress,” Senator Jon Kyl, R-Ariz., said on Thursday in an 
address to the deterrence symposium. “I think we’re looking at 
a battle royal in the Congress if the president moves forward 
with these kinds of plans.” 

When Miller and Air Force Gen. Kevin Chilton, then 
head of U.S. Strategic Command, briefed Kyl prior to the 
Senate's December 2010 ratification of the U.S.-Russian 
accord, “they made the case for the proposition that we could 
get by with the numbers that the New START treaty called 
for,” the lawmaker said. “Nobody suggested that there was a 
scenario under which we could go much deeper.” 

In fact, prior to negotiating New START, Obama 
administration officials determined that the United States 
could accept reductions to as low as 1,300 warheads without 
requiring new presidential guidance, according to U.S. sources 
and documents. Moscow, however, was said to be unprepared 
to accept that deep a cut. 

Reports about the Obama team eyeing more drastic 
reductions today could similarly prove inconsequential 
because Russian leaders do not share an interest in taking 
substantial reductions, according to a former arms control 
negotiator and head of the Energy Department’s nuclear 
security arm. 

“It probably doesn’t matter because no Russian I’ve ever 
met has suggested any number lower than 1,000 would have 
any chance at all,” said Linton Brooks, speaking on 
Wednesday at the same forum. 

He said a more viable format for future nuclear talks 
might involve the United States trading away some of its 
potential for uploading additional warheads onto existing 
missiles, which troubles Moscow, in exchange for limits on 
Russian tactical nuclear weapons, which worry Washington’s 
European allies. 

Meanwhile, the administration’s post-NPR analysis is 
also assessing options for the president in case deterrence fails 
and the United States comes under strategic attack, Miller 
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said. The effort is being led by the Pentagon but carried out in 
consultation with the Energy Department and the intelligence 
community, he said. Miller noted that the study has taken 
longer than anticipated but said it should be completed “soon.” 

Some Washington insiders have called the NPR 
Implementation Study a “90-day” effort, “but I’ve tried to 
avoid that moniker,” said the Defense policy leader, 
explaining that he “expected at the outset” it would take 
longer than three months to conclude. 

The 2010 posture review -- a major Pentagon assessment 
of nuclear strategy, forces and readiness -- cited as one of its 
central goals “reducing the role of U.S. nuclear weapons in 
U.S. security strategy.” 

“Fundamental changes in the international security 
environment in recent years -- including the growth of 
unrivaled U.S. conventional military capabilities, major 
improvements in missile defenses, and the easing of Cold War 
rivalries -- enable us” to deter potential adversaries and 
reassure friends and partners “at significantly lower nuclear 
force levels and with reduced reliance on nuclear weapons,” 
the 2010 Nuclear Posture Review states. 

In broad terms, the strategic guidance issued by the 
Pentagon last month for planning its fiscal 2013 and out-year 
budgets echoed the same theme. “It is possible that our 
deterrence goals can be achieved with a smaller nuclear force, 
which would reduce the number of nuclear weapons in our 
inventory as well as their role in U.S. national security 
strategy,” the planning guidance reads. 

Miller’s comments on Wednesday morning took a small 
step beyond what the guidance said was “possible,” in 
affirming that additional reductions would indeed be desirable 
and no harm to strategic deterrence. 

The “long-term trend” in U.S. national security strategy 
has been to improve conventional capabilities to such an 
extent that the nation now relies less on nuclear weapons than 
in previous decades, he said. 

Under the current administration, “it’s a matter of policy 
and I think has very broad support in the Department of 
Defense,” Miller said. 

He insisted, though, that Obama has “made no decisions” 
on seeking deeper reductions in the U.S. nuclear force, and the 
Pentagon “has made no recommendations” on the matter. 

Asked how low he might imagine the administration 
would be willing to go in negotiated cuts and what might be 
accomplished unilaterally, Miller cited the president’s 2009 

Prague speech on nuclear abolition and nonproliferation. The 
address in the Czech Republic is widely believed to have been 
the principal basis for the Nobel Peace Prize that Obama 
accepted later that year. 

“The president has been very clear,” Miller said. “The 
long-term goal is the worldwide elimination of nuclear 
weapons. So how far can we go -- how far we get down that 
path -- is going to depend not just on the United States but on 
what other actors do.” 

Given that a handful of nations are known or believed to 
retain relatively small nuclear arsenals -- India, Pakistan, 
Israel, North Korea, France and the United Kingdom -- it is 
“not just Russia and not just China” with whom Washington 
must engage if Obama’s vision is ever to be realized, he said. 

Brooks said he was not holding his breath, though, for 
multinational negotiations on nuclear arms reductions, even if 
Obama wins a second term. 

“Multilateral arms control will generate some more 
journal articles, but it is going to require a transformation of 
the international order that is decades away,” according to the 
former National Nuclear Security Administration chief. “So 
what’s going to happen is more U.S.-Russian arms control.” 

Ellen Tauscher, a senior arms control adviser to Secretary 
of State Hillary Clinton, said last month that any significant 
movement on bilateral nuclear negotiations would likely await 
national elections in both the United States and Russia. 

“We want to get back to the table with the Russians,” she 
said at a breakfast session with reporters. “We frankly need 
these elections to pass in order to have the conditions where 
both sides can make these kinds of decisions to go to the 
table.” 

With the U.S. and Russian arsenals comprising more than 
90 percent of the world’s nuclear forces, “we think that the 
sensible next step after New START is bilateral,” Miller said 
at Wednesday’s event. The next set of negotiations, in the 
Obama administration’s view, should “look at total nuclear 
weapons -- deployed, nondeployed, strategic and 
nonstrategic,” he said. 

Full nuclear disarmament remains quite a distant goal, 
Brooks said. 

“Abolition isn’t going to happen for at least 20 years,” 
said the 73-year-old former ambassador. “A careful look at 
actuarial tables suggests I won’t be talking to you about it 
when it happens.” 
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41. Get The Manned Out Of Unmanned, Northrop Exec. Says 
(DEFENSE DAILY 16 FEB 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

Reducing the manpower required to operate drones is 
critical for making them more affordable and appealing to the 
Pentagon at a time when budgets are being cut, a senior 
Northrop Grumman executive said yesterday. 

Unmanned Aerial Vehicles (UAV) need to carry systems 
more capable of sifting through data to scale back the number 
of humans involved in evaluating information provided by 
UAVs, said Gerard Dufresne, Northrop Grumman's vice 
president and general manager for unmanned systems. 

"It's just crazy to have that many people processing data 
when we can have machines doing more of it on board and 
sending more of the critical decision making information 

down to the right people rather than having to have a bunch of 
humans in the loop," he said. 

Requiring humans in high numbers muddies the cost 
advantages unmanned systems offer over their manned 
counterparts, he said at a conference hosted by Aviation 
Week. 

"We've got to be smarter about how we operate them," he 
added. 

A prominent Northrop Grumman UAV, the Block 30 
version of Global Hawk is facing cancellation after the Air 
Force concluded it was too expensive for the required mission 
and removed it from its fiscal 2013 spending plan announced 
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earlier this week. The service said it will instead rely on 
legacy U-2 spy planes. 

Dufresne said Northrop Grumman was "disappointed" 
with the decision and was seeking clarification from the Air 
Force about the decision and how best to go forward. 
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42. GE To Continue Work On Next-Gen Military Engines 
(REUTERS 16 FEB 12) ... Andrea Shalal-Esa 

WASHINGTON - General Electric Co says it is willing to 
shoulder more of the cost of developing next-generation 
engines and fuel-saving upgrades for fighter planes, 
helicopters and warships as U.S. defense spending declines. 

Jean Lydon-Rodgers, vice president of military systems at 
GE Aviation, said the company remained a dominant player in 
the military engine business, despite the cancellation last year 
of the F136 alternate engine it was developing for the F-35 
Joint Strike Fighter built by Lockheed Martin Corp. 

For instance, GE engines power Boeing Co's F/A-18 
Super Hornet, which is generating continued orders in the 
United States and abroad and the F-15 fighter, which just got a 
huge Saudi Arabian order that will extend production to 2017. 

The Pentagon's plans to cut spending by $487 billion over 
the next decade pose challenges for defense contractors, but 
GE says it still sees great promise in its work on several of the 
U.S. military's advanced research and demonstration programs 
for new, greener, sixth-generation turbine engines. 

"Our investment as a defense contactor actually has to 
increase at this point in the process because of the very limited 
dollars available for new platforms," Lydon-Rodgers told a 
news conference, adding that the company's robust 
commercial business gave her more of a cushion for increased 
investment in next-generation military. 

"I will admit these are challenging times, and the key for 
us is making the selective bets," she said, adding that GE saw 
good prospects in combat aircraft and helicopters. 

"We obviously have to be prudent in the investments that 
we make. We have to ... figure out the best way to spend our 
money and to do it in the most synergistic way with our 
commercial engines." 

The company plans a core engine test in early June of the 
Pentagon's next-generation jet engine early development 
program, the Adaptive Versatile Engine Technology 
(ADVENT), which would go 30 percent farther and burn 25 
percent less fuel than current jet engines. A full engine test 
would follow in January 2013, she told reporters. 

GE said it was increasing its share of the cost of 
developing the new engine technology and ramping up its 
engineering team, with an eye to delivering an engine by 
2020. 

GE, the largest U.S. conglomerate, invests about $1 
billion each year in internal research and development, of 
which about $600 million was applicable to the military 
engine market, and expects to maintain that level of funding in 
coming years, company officials said. 

Lydon-Rodgers said some developments, like new 
ceramic matrix composite materials, had grown out of the 
company's military work, and were now helping GE develop 
better commercial engines. The robust commercial market, in 
turn, was making it possible for GE to continue investing in 
military engines, drawing on its experience with those same 
materials. 

That in turn, reduced the risk on the military engines and 
help accelerate that development work, she said. 

Lydon-Rodgers said GE's investment in the alternate F-35 
engine had not been wasted, given that it resulted in 
development of some new materials. 

"All in all, those were investments that were wisely 
made," she said. "They were selective bets at the time, but I 
also believe they are benefitting us as we move forward." 
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BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
43. Hampton Roads Officials Applaud Defense Plans 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 16 FEB 12) ... Bill Bartel 

WASHINGTON - Members of Hampton Roads' 
congressional delegation generally were pleased with parts of 
the Obama administration's defense budget proposal that focus 
on continued funding for shipbuilding and ship repair and 
keeping intact the Norfolk-based fleet of five aircraft carriers. 

But some aspects of the budget plan, including a proposal 
for two rounds of base closings, next year and again in 2015, 
did not sit well with the legislators, who said the Pentagon 
should begin by targeting overseas bases rather than those at 
home. And they had mixed reactions to proposed changes in 
veterans health care benefits that would require working-age 
military retirees to pay larger fees, varying according to their 
income. 

The budget proposal, which calls for spending $614 
billion next year but which defense officials said will save 
$259 billion over the next five years, follows a new defense 
strategy that involves large reductions in Army and Marine 

Corps personnel over time while shifting emphasis to more 
mobile Navy and Air Force units. 

Included in the proposal is $5 billion budgeted for ship 
maintenance - $457 million more than this year - that will, in 
part, be spent in Hampton Roads, legislators said. 

The Navy plans to keep intact an 11-carrier fleet, which 
means continuing a multiyear schedule for constructing new 
carriers and keeping a steady cycle of work overhauling and 
refueling the existing carriers. All the work is done at Newport 
News Shipbuilding. 

In 2013, the shipyard will begin a three-year project to 
deactivate the Enterprise, the world's first nuclear-powered 
carrier. The effort, which involves defueling the half-century-
old ship, will cost $900 million. 

Three locally based ships - a cruiser, fast-attack 
submarine and a dock landing ship - will be decommissioned 
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under the spending plan. At least three ships that are part of an 
amphibious ready group will be heading to Mayport, Fla. 

However, the Navy announced Tuesday that the hospital 
ship Comfort, now based in Baltimore, will be homeported in 
Norfolk starting in March 2013. 

Overall, the number of Sailors and Marines stationed in 
Hampton Roads will drop by 3,000 to about 111,000. 

Given the depth of the military presence in Virginia, the 
loss is not too severe considering the cutbacks that will be felt 
elsewhere, said U.S. Sen. Mark Warner. 

"I'd love it if we had not lost anything, but it's hard to 
make the case," Warner said. 

The Pentagon's desire for another Base Realignment and 
Closure Commission - known as BRAC - to select bases for 
shutdown will get resistance from the delegation. 

Sen. Jim Webb and U.S. Reps. Scott Rigell and Bobby 
Scott said the military first needs to look abroad and conduct 
what Webb called a "good hard scrub" of foreign operations 
before considering closing bases in the United States. 

Elected officials have said Virginia and Hampton Roads 
are in a better position to defend their military bases today 
than in 2005, when the recommendation came to close Oceana 
Naval Air Station because of the Navy's concerns about 
development interfering with the base's flight operations. 
Caught by surprise, state and local elected leaders scrambled 
to put together a defense. 

Virginia Beach and state leaders eventually agreed to 
spend tens of millions of dollars buying property around the 
base to appease the Navy's concerns. 

Virginia Beach Mayor Will Sessoms said if another 
BRAC Commission comes, "There's no question we're better 

prepared than we were last time. A tremendous amount of 
lessons were learned from 2005." 

But Rep. Randy Forbes, R-Chesapeake, said nothing is 
certain. 

"Whenever you have a BRAC, it's a crapshoot," he said. 
"Even if you think something is secure, you don't know." 

Forbes said he would expect to exert some influence as 
chairman of a readiness subcommittee that would have to 
approve any BRAC legislation. 

He had sharp criticism of the Navy for backing off its 
plans for a 313-ship fleet, arguing that the new goal of a 286-
ship fleet is not adequate. 

The Pentagon proposal to mitigate fast-rising medical 
expenses by requiring some military retirees who are still of 
working age to pay more for Tricare coverage drew varying 
levels of concern. 

Rigell, whose district includes one of the largest 
concentrations of veterans in the country, said the Defense 
Department should not renege on a promise it made to 
veterans to cover health care. The military should look for 
savings somewhere else, he said. 

"You've got to do what you've got to do. You honor the 
commitment," said Rigell, a Virginia Beach Republican. Scott, 
a Newport News Democrat, agreed. 

Webb, a Democrat, said any increases in Tricare fees 
should be linked to cost-of-living increases. Warner, also a 
Democrat, said he wants to dig deeper into the issue but said 
it's not practical to have no increases in fees given the rise in 
medical costs. 
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44. Pearl Harbor Naval Shipyard Energy Saving Projects 
(KHON FOX HONOLULU 16 FEB 12) 

Pearl Harbor Naval Shipyard Production Facilities and 
Equipment Manager, Stephen Sasaki, shares Pearl Harbor 
Naval Shipyard's energy-saving projects. 

Sasaki reports that PHNSY will be opening a new $15.8M 
energy saving facility will be opening in July, two months 
early. The facility displaces 30 temporary structures and will 
create a collaborative environment for engineers, planners and 

structural production folks to work together as they would on 
submarines in drydock. 

Joint base Pearl Harbor-Hickham is one of the largest 
energy consumers in Hawaii, and can save money through 
modernization. 

Sasaki went into further details on energy saving 
modernization efforts. 

View Clip (RT: 3:29) 
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45. Goose Creek Nuclear School Plans Expansion 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 16 FEB 12) 

GOOSE CREEK, S.C. — The nuclear power training 
school at the Naval Weapons Station in Goose Creek is 
expanding. 

The Post and Courier of Charleston reported the school 
will expand to handle twice as many students each year. The 
new operation will also have more modern nuclear reactors 
and improved security. 

The facility is one of two Navy nuclear power training 
schools. The other is in Milton, N.Y. 

Each school trains 1,200 students annually. Plans call for 
Charleston to handle 1,800 students each year by 2022. It also 
would handle 2,800 students while the New York school is 
refueled. 

Plans call for the replacement of two 1960s-era 
submarines at Goose Creek with two 1970s-era subs. 

The training school in South Carolina was built in 1996. 
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46. Marines Still Need Live Fire Training Range 
(KUAM NEWS (GUAM) 16 FEB 12) ... Sabrina Salas Matanane 

GUAM - Navy and Marine Corps leaders appeared before 
the House Armed Services Committee testifying on their 
proposed budget for Fiscal Year 2013. And Guam Delegate 
Madeleine Bordallo once again questioned military leaders on 
the status of the military buildup for the territory. During 
today's hearing Commandant of Marine Corps General James 
Amos testified that it is critical to have Marines stationed on 
Guam to maintain a forward presence in the Asia-Pacific 
region. 

According to Bordallo the general also clarified that 
although no plans have been finalized, the Marines will still 
need a live firing range to train on Guam regardless of the 
reduction in force. Secretary of the Navy Ray Mabus also 
testified that the Obama Administration's recently-released 
strategic guidance will not affect construction projects on 
Guam that are not tied to the military build-up. 

Included in the defense budget is a little over $100 million 
for military construction projects. 
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47. Okinawa Gov. To Declare Base Relocation 'Impossible' In Opinion 
(KYODO NEWS 17 FEB 12) 

NAHA - Okinawa Gov. Hirokazu Nakaima will describe 
as "virtually impossible" the planned construction of a new 
airfield for the U.S. Marine Corps in a coastal area of the 
prefecture, in his opinion soon to be submitted to the Defense 
Ministry, local government sources said Thursday. 

The opinion will be Okinawa's response to an 
environmental impact assessment report submitted by the 
ministry for the planned construction of the Marine base to 
replace the Futenma Air Station in Ginowan, Okinawa. 

The central government's plan to construct a new airfield 
in the Henoko area of Nago has met strong opposition from 
local people, who are demanding that the Futenma base be 
moved outside of the prefecture. 

The opinion is expected to be submitted to the ministry's 
Okinawa bureau on Monday. Defense Minister Naoki Tanaka 
will visit the prefecture for two days from Friday, during 
which he will meet with Nakaima on Saturday to brief him on 
the latest developments in Japan-U.S. talks, the ministry said. 

The governor's response to the environmental impact 
report would note the urgency of removing the risks posed by 
the Futenma base, located in a densely populated area, and call 
for the transfer of its functions outside of the prefecture and 
the early return of the land on which the base sits to Japanese 
control. 

Nakaima's opinion would also rule out the possibility of 
building a base in the Nago area from the standpoint of 
environmental protection, likely concluding that conservation 
measures stipulated in the assessment report would be 
insufficient to protect the environment for those living nearby 
and nature, according to the sources. 

The prefectural government is due to submit its opinion 
on the reclamation aspect of the relocation project by March 
27. 

The central government is able to make changes to its 
environmental assessment based on the governor's opinion, 
but if it makes major changes, they would have a large impact 
on the progress of the project. 

The relocation project is part of a bilateral deal forged in 
2006 on reorganizing U.S. forces in Japan. The central 
government submitted the report in December to move 
forward the stalled project. 

Japan Yet To Decide On Outlays For Transfer Of 
Marines To Guam 

Japan has yet to decide how much of the cost it may 
shoulder of transferring some of the U.S. Marines stationed in 
Okinawa to Guam, Foreign Minister Koichiro Gemba said 
Friday. 

"I don't know yet the real meaning of that," Gemba told 
reporters when asked about U.S. Defense Secretary Leon 
Panetta's remarks this week suggesting Washington hopes that 
Japan will make a substantial financial contribution to the 
transfer of troops from the southern Japanese island. 

Gemba said the specifics of the realignment of U.S. forces 
in Okinawa Prefecture, including how many Marines would 
leave the island and how much Tokyo would pay for the 
transfer, will be negotiated with Washington from now on and 
that nothing concrete has been decided. 

Japan and the United States have agreed to review the 
2006 bilateral accord on the redeployment of some of the 
Okinawa-based Marines to Guam. 

Under the accord, Japan needs to pay $6.09 billion of the 
total cost of $10.27 billion estimated at that time to transfer 
about 8,000 Marines and 9,000 dependents to the U.S. 
territory. 

Instead of the 8,000, the United States is now considering 
moving 4,700 Marines from Okinawa to Guam. There are 
expectations in Tokyo that the possible cut in the number 
would lead to a smaller financial burden. 

Gemba said the security alliance between the two 
countries is a "public good" for the stability of the Asia-Pacific 
region and that what role Japan may play in this respect must 
be discussed from "a big perspective," indicating that he does 
not rule out the possibility of Tokyo continuing to make a 
certain level of financial contributions for U.S. forces, despite 
the planned cutback in the size of the transfer. 

On Wednesday, Panetta told a hearing of the Arms 
Services Committee of the U.S. House of Representatives that 
Japan has been "very generous" and it "will give us a lot of the 
funds to try to support that." 

Japan and the United States are planning to work out the 
specifics of the new redeployment plan in Okinawa Prefecture. 
In a related development, Gemba said he is considering setting 
up a team of vice ministers from different government offices 
to help lay down the specifics holistically. 
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NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
48. Pentagon Not Planning For More Budget Cuts: Panetta 
(REUTERS 16 FEB 12) ... David Alexander 

WASHINGTON - Defense Secretary Leon Panetta told 
lawmakers on Thursday the Pentagon - a department that 
prides itself on being ready for everything from war to natural 
disaster - had no plan at all for dealing with the real threat of 
another $50 billion in budget cuts next year. 

Panetta called the second round of cuts due to go into 
effect next year "crazy" and said it was casting a pall over 
defense industries. But he indicated the Pentagon had not 
designed its new military strategy or its 2013 budget to reflect 
the looming reduction, part of a process known as 
sequestration. 

"Look, we're not paying attention to sequestration. I don't 
think it's going to happen," Panetta told a panel of the House 
of Representatives during a hearing on the Pentagon's 
proposed 2013 spending plan. 

"I don't think that Congress is going to allow it to happen. 
But at the same time, the threat that it may happen is 
something that's having an impact," he said, acknowledging it 
was casting a "huge shadow" over the military. 

Whether Congress is willing or needs to avert a new 
round of cuts is open to debate. Defense analysts say post-war 
U.S. military drawdowns usually see Pentagon budgets fall by 
more than 20 percent, far more than the cuts currently 
envisioned. 

The 2013 defense budget sent to Congress earlier this 
week begins the process of cutting $487 billion in projected 
defense spending over the next decade as required by the 
Budget Control Act passed by Congress last August. 

The law also established a special congressional panel to 
come up with another $1.2 trillion in federal spending 
reductions by the end of the year. The panel failed to do so, 
triggering another $600 billion in national security cuts over 
the next decade beginning in 2013. 

Few analysts believe Congress will ultimately allow the 
second round of cuts to stand, but many agree lawmakers 
missed their best opportunity to reach a deal last year when the 
special committee was meeting. 

The issue is complicated by election politics, with little 
likelihood of action before the presidential vote in November, 
more than a month after the 2013 budget goes into effect 
October 1. 

Officials say if there is no congressional action by late 
summer, the White House budget office will probably have to 
advise the Pentagon to begin planning for the additional cuts. 
That worries analysts and lawmakers, who say it leaves little 
time to prepare for a $50 billion across-the-board reduction. 

Todd Harrison, of the Center for Strategic and Budgetary 
Assessments think tank, warned in a recent paper the Pentagon 
was being overly optimistic about not having to cut further. 
Previous military drawdowns have seen spending decline for a 
decade, not remain flat as in Pentagon's projections, he said. 

"The failure to plan for the possibility of additional 
reductions in defense spending is a major shortfall in the new 
defense strategy," Harrison wrote. "The Pentagon can and 
should begin preparing for the possibility of more reductions, 
especially the prospect of sequestration." 

General Martin Dempsey, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff, told lawmakers there were good security reasons not to 
cut defense spending as deeply as the drawdowns that 
followed the Vietnam War or the Cold War. 

"In the previous two we were entering a relative stability," 
he said. "I can't impress upon you that in my personal military 
judgment, formed over 38 years, we are living in the most 
dangerous time in my lifetime, right now, and I think 
sequestration would be completely oblivious to that." 
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49. DoD Budget Cuts Carry Risks, Intel Chiefs Warn 
(NAVY TIMES 16 FEB 12) ... Rick Maze 

Intelligence officials underscored the risks that go with 
smaller defense budgets in testimony Thursday before the 
Senate Armed Services Committee. 

Current plans may call for the defense budget to shrink, 
but the world, they said, is not a safer place. 

“The next two to three years will be a critical transition 
phase for the terrorist threat facing the United States, 
particularly from al-Qaida and like-minded groups,” said 
James Clapper, director of national intelligence, testifying 
with Army Lt. Gen. Ronald Burgess, director of the Defense 
Intelligence Agency. 

Additionally, Clapper and Burgess said, stability in 
Afghanistan and Iraq is not assured, Iran poses a threat as it 
gains nuclear weapons and broadens its ties to insurgent forces 
in Iraq and Afghanistan, and other global risks continue to 
present threats to U.S. security and interests. 

Iran is of particular concern. “Tehran poses a threat to 
U.S. interests through its regional ambitions, support to 
terrorist and military groups, and improving military and 
nuclear capabilities,” Burgess said. “Iran also continues efforts 

to gain regional power by countering Western influence, 
expanding ties with its neighbors and advocating Islamic 
solidarity.” 

As if that’s not enough, Clapper said, cyber attacks, 
global organized crime organizations, and regional violence 
and social upheaval also are threats. 

This assessment leaves some lawmakers concerned about 
cuts coming in the defense budget. 

“Why would we choose to increase the already substantial 
risk facing us at this time?” asked Sen. John McCain of 
Arizona, the armed services committee’s ranking Republican. 

“What should be clear is that by no objective assessment 
are the threats to our national security decreasing,” McCain 
said. “Why, in an international environment of growing 
uncertainty, risk and threat, would we choose to add to those 
risks by making large and misguided cuts to our national 
defense budget?” 

Sen. Carl Levin, D-Mich., the armed services committee 
chairman, shares those concerns about threats, although he is 
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not directly challenging the Obama defense budget and 
strategy. 

“Security in Afghanistan will remain in jeopardy so long 
as there continues to be sanctuary in Pakistan for insurgents 

conducting cross-border attacks against U.S., coalition and 
Afghan forces, and the Afghan people,” Levin said. 
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50. Former Bonhomme Richard Sailor Visits BHR After 50 Years 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 16 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Jacob D. Wiley, USS Bonhomme Richard Public 
Affairs 

PACIFIC OCEAN -- As USS Bonhomme Richard (LHD 
6) steams west from San Diego to Pearl Harbor en route to a 
scheduled hull-swap with USS Essex (LHD 2), Sailors 
onboard may notice a couple of unique passengers. 

One of them is a 1960's A3 aircraft from the Vietnam War 
era; the other is a retired master chief, whose journey puts him 
back on a ship with a familiar name after more than 50 years. 

Master Chief Air Framer (NAC) Mike Glenn (Ret.), 
formerly a crewmember of Bon Homme Richard (CV 31) is 
aboard LHD 6 to deliver an A-3 aircraft, nicknamed "The 
Whale,” to the Pacific Aviation Museum in Pearl Harbor. 
Originally from Salt Lake City, Glenn was assigned to the 
aircraft carrier CVA 31 in 1961 traveling on a Western Pacific 
Tour during the early stages of the Vietnam War. 

"I was in a fighter squadron and we worked on airplanes. 
We were up and down the South China Sea and Laos taking 
part in lots of different operations. The ship and the squadron 
received Navy expeditionary medals for our actions," said 
Glenn. 

When asked about the differences between the 1960's 
attack carrier versus the newer Bonhomme Richard, Glenn 
said, "Well the ships are similar in many ways but of course 
this ship is more modern. 

"Take the boiler rooms from CVA 31 for example; they 
were like something right out of a dungeon. Also, this ship is 
air conditioned and the old ship was not. Back then if it was 
105 outside, it was 109 down in the compartments," said 
Glenn. 

In his few days aboard LHD 6, Glenn has had the chance 
to speak with some of the current active duty Sailors. "It's 
been pretty cool to meet these nice young kids. They are 
dedicated and interesting. Most of them are pretty pleasant and 
I've been able to share aviation stories with some of them," 
said Glenn. 

Joining the United States Navy in 1958 at the age of 17, 
Glen was part of an entry program no longer used by today's 
Navy. 

"In those days you can get in on a 'kiddie cruise' and get 
out on your 21st birthday. However, on my 21st birthday I was 
involuntarily extended for 6 months because of the Cuban 
missile crisis," said Glenn. 

After the Navy, Glenn worked at Hughes Aircraft 
Company working on A-3's and later, in 1974, he decided to 
join the Reserves and did so for the next 22 years. 

"I encourage all young Sailors to pay attention to their 
heritage and keep it. After all, that's what the Navy is all 
about," said Glenn. 
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OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
51. Dark Days In Mideast Test U.S. Policy 
(BOSTON GLOBE 17 FEB 12) ... Nicholas Burns 

One year after the Arab revolutions began with so much 
promise, the trends have turned darkly ominous in the two key 
countries at the heart of the Middle East - Egypt and Syria. At 
this time last year, many of us hoped we might be witnessing 
the start of the most significant and positive change in the 
Arab world since the creation of the modern Middle East after 
the First World War. But events are now moving quickly in 
the opposite direction, highlighting the sharply reduced 
influence of the United States, until recently the most 
important outside power. Horrific violence in Syria's civil war 
and a looming showdown between Islamists and the military 
in Egypt point to a Middle East more troubled than stable and 
more violent than peaceful in the year ahead. 

Egypt has always been the region's most important 
country and America's most valued Arab partner. But the 
military government that still holds power threatened last 
week to prosecute 19 Americans who have worked for US-
government-supported organizations on democracy 
promotion. Despite a personal plea from President Obama, 
Egyptian authorities are refusing to drop these malicious and 
trumped-up charges. This crisis illustrates the limits of 
American credibility with Egypt's generals, who have been 

given billions in US military assistance over three decades but 
now ignore us when American citizens are in trouble. 

The resounding electoral victory of the Muslim 
Brotherhood and Islamist parties presents Obama with another 
dilemma. If the new government puts the Americans on trial 
or weakens the Camp David Accords with Israel, 
congressional leaders will be tempted to cut off American aid 
to Egypt. But, as the Washington Post's David Ignatius warned 
last week, this is where we need to take a deep breath and 
reflect soberly before we act. If we burn our bridges with 
Egypt's new leaders before they take office, we may lose all 
hope of building even minimal confidence and trust for the 
future. America may need to rely more on its patience than 
power on the rollercoaster ride ahead with Egypt. 

In Syria, the world is watching the most brutal attacks by 
an Arab government against its own people since the uprisings 
began. It is heartbreaking to see the shelling and shooting of 
innocent Syrians. The United States, however, has few cards 
to play. Russia and China cynically blocked a mild UN 
Security Council resolution condemning Syrian President 
Bashar Assad's use of armed force against protesters. Neither 
of the conditions that permitted NATO to protect besieged 



 39

Libyans last spring - support from the Arab League and the 
Security Council - is present now in Syria. The United States 
is thus pushing neighboring Turkey, Saudi Arabia, and the 
Arab League to lead. That group may soon call for safe havens 
to protect threatened civilians and seek to unite the opposition 
to Assad. 

The United States will not commit American troops but 
must help to create the safe havens with economic, political, 
and logistical support. But arming the growing rebel forces 
would be too risky as we don't know their leaders well enough 
and are troubled by reports that Al Qaeda affiliates are active 
in the fight against Assad. There are no good answers here and 
no assurance a successor government would be any more 
responsible. Helping the Syrian people resist their brutal 
government will be much trickier than supporting the Libyan 
rebels. But, seeing Assad fall from power seems the best way 

to stop the suffering and to reduce his ally Iran's influence in 
the region. 

It is a new day in the Middle East and a time of real 
testing for American policy. Our vast military strength will do 
us little good in this revolutionary Arab moment. We must 
rely on our diplomatic dexterity to maintain American 
influence and purpose in this vital region. Some critics call for 
a more aggressive US role, even as the head of an armed 
intervention force in Syria. But it is not smart to try to lead the 
parade, as we almost always did in the past. Instead of rushing 
forward into the fray, the administration is right to proceed 
carefully, patiently, and at the side of our Arab friends and 
Turkey as we seek to preserve American interests in this 
greatest test yet of President Obama's Middle East diplomacy. 

Nicholas Burns is professor of the practice of diplomacy 
and international politics at Harvard's Kennedy School of 
Government. 
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52. This Budget Guts Defense 
(NEW YORK POST 16 FEB 12) ... Peter Brookes 

Tuesday’s Associated Press report that President Obama 
is considering large cuts in our strategic arsenal is just the 
latest of this week’s grim news about the president’s national-
defense plans. 

On nukes, the administration is apparently pondering 
reductions of up to 80 percent of deployed warheads -- a 
breathtaking slash to our nuclear-deterrence posture. This 
comes on top of troubling plans outlined in the president’s 
fiscal year 2013 budget proposal. 

Put simply, the budget features a serious mismatch 
between the resources it gives our military and the likely 
global threats that our forces must contend with. 

Take a look at expected major military cuts. 
Navy: The fleet needs to get ready for some heavy budget 

seas. The Navy will have to mothball nine cruisers and 
amphibious ships and remove “16 more [ships] from the new 
construction plan,” according to the House Armed Services 
Committee. 

Air Force: Fewer fighters will be going off into the Wild 
Blue Yonder when six squadrons are axed. The plan also 
dispenses with some 130 air-mobility planes such as the C-5 
and C-130, which do critical logistics work. 

Ground Forces: The Army will decline by about 70,000 
GIS, to some 490,000 soldiers, closing down eight Brigade 
Combat Teams. There will be fewer leathernecks, too, with 
the Marine Corps shrinking some 20,000, to around 180,000. 

Nor does Obama’s budget take into account the looming 
“sequestration” (automatic reduction) of as much as $600 
billion to national-security spending over a decade, as required 
by last year’s Budget Control Act. As recently as this week, 
Defense Secretary Leon Panetta warned that these new cuts 
would do “severe damage” to the military’s ability to project 
power and protect the country. 

With the Defense Department already in the process of 
slicing spending some $500 billion over the next 10 years, 
simple math tells you defense cuts may top $1 trillion in the 

same period, requiring a further fall in force structure. So, 
what does this all mean? If Congress passes the budget, we’ll 
basically have to deal with expanding international-security 
challenges with a dwindling US military. Friend and foe alike 
will draw the obvious conclusions. 

Without a doubt, the disparity between threats and our 
defense resources will also raise the risks to our brave young 
men and women, while reducing our ability to shape and 
affect world events. 

For example, Team Obama talks about a shift or “pivot” 
away from the fights in Iraq and Afghanistan toward Asia to 
deal with what is unspoken by the administration but believed 
to be a rising China. 

No question: Asia, especially China, needs more attention 
-- but the smaller Navy is going to be hard pressed to deal with 
Beijing’s ever-expanding fleet in the vast Pacific Ocean, 
known for its “tyranny of distance.” 

Will we have the military capacity for dealing with an 
ever more belligerent Iran? Just yesterday, Tehran announced 
that it has a new generation of centrifuges for enriching 
uranium as well as its first locally produced nuclear-reactor 
fuel rods. 

Down the road, domestic fuel rods, if reprocessed into 
plutonium, could provide Iran with a second avenue to 
produce nukes beyond its ongoing program. 

It’s worth noting our enemies get a say in when and 
where the next fight comes -- and war is a come-as-you-are 
affair. Yes, a strategy of “nimble” and “flexible” is attractive, 
but there’s a certain quality in quantity even in today’s high-
tech “battlespace.” 

Defense spending shouldn’t be held hostage to politics 
nor driven by pure budget numbers. Instead, it should be based 
on the international environment we face now and expect in 
the future -- and that doesn’t look rosy at all. 

Peter Brookes is a Heritage Foundation senior fellow and 
former deputy assistant secretary of defense. 
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This Week in the War of 1812: 
On Feb. 24, 1813, USS Hornet, a five-gun schooner, sank the Royal Navy’s HMS Peacock off the coast of 
northern South America. During the encounter, Hornet’s gunnery was so much more effective that the 
Peacock surrendered within fifteen minutes of having lost her commanding officer and seven men. For more 
information on the War of 1812, visit hhttttpp::////wwwwww..oouurrffllaaggwwaassssttiilllltthheerree..oorrgg// 
  
TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. U.S. Four-Star Down Under For Talks 
(DEFENSE NEWS 20 FEB 12) ... Christopher P. Cavas 

In line with a new U.S. strategy placing increased emphasis on the Pacific, the Navy's second-highest-ranking officer is visiting 
Australia and Singapore, meeting with defense officials to discuss a greater U.S. presence in the southwest Pacific. 

 
2. Admiral Advocates Caution With China 
The Senate confirms Samuel J. Locklear III as the next head of U.S. Pacific Command 
(HONOLULU STAR-ADVERTISER 19 FEB 12) ... William Cole 

The next commander of U.S. Pacific Command said the U.S. relationship with China is “cooperative but competitive” during 
sometimes ideological questioning by members of the Senate Armed Services Committee at a recent confirmation hearing that delved 
into cyberspying and Navy ship strength. 

 
3. Navy To Host Spouse, Veteran Hiring Fair At Bethesda 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 17 FEB 12) ... Naval Support Activity Bethesda 

BETHESDA, Md. – The Navy and more than 25 large employers are teaming up to host the first-ever “100,000 Jobs Mission 
Hiring Event” at Naval Support Activity Bethesda, Md., on Feb. 25 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

 
4. Transition Benefits: Outplacement Firm Ready To Help Sailors Launch New Careers 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 17 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Andrea Perez, Navy Personnel Command Public 
Affairs 

MILLINGTON, Tenn. -- Navy's contract for job search and assistance to help Sailors separating by the Enlisted Retention Board 
(ERB) is well underway, an official said Feb. 17. 

 
5. Navy Recognized As One Of The World's Best Training Organizations 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 17 FEB 12) ... Ed Barker, Naval Education and Training Command Public Affairs 

ATLANTA -- The U.S. Navy was recognized as a top training organization and ranked 13 out of 125 for excellence in employer-
sponsored workforce training and development by Training Magazine at its 2012 conference and expo at the Georgia World Congress 
Center in Atlanta Feb. 13. 

 
6. How The Navy -- And The USS Mississippi -- Protect America 
(BILOXI (MS) SUN HERALD 17 FEB 12) ... Rear Admiral Select Michael Jabaley 

America’s Navy is our nation’s front line in war and in peace, operating on, above and below the sea. Think of the Navy as 
America’s “away team,” deployed around the world, defending our nation’s interests every day. 

CHINFO NEWS CLIPS 
Tuesday, February 21, 2012 

 
Further reproduction or distribution is subject to original copyright restrictions. 

To subscribe, go to http://www.chinfo.navy.mil/pages/clips.html. 
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CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
7. U.S., South Korea Hold Anti-Sub Exercise In Yellow Sea 
(STARS AND STRIPES 21 FEB 12) ... Jon Rabiroff and Yoo Kyong Chang 

SEOUL — Eleven U.S. and South Korean warships, along with a half-dozen aircraft, have come together this week to practice 
their anti-submarine capabilities in the Yellow Sea, where two years ago a North Korean torpedo was blamed for sinking a South 
Korean corvette and killing 46 sailors. 

 
8. USS Simpson Makes APS Port Visit In Ghana 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 20 FEB 12) ... Lt. Cmdr. Suzanna Brugler, Commander, U.S. Naval Forces Europe-Commander, U.S. Naval 
Forces Africa/Commander, U.S. 6th Fleet Public Affairs 

TEMA, Ghana -- The flagship of Africa Partnership Station (APS) West 2012, USS Simpson (FFG 56), along with embarked 
staff, arrived in Tema, Ghana, Feb. 18 to begin their involvement with the APS 2012 Ghanaian hub. 

 
9. Stennis Stops In Hawaii On Way Back To Bremerton 
(KITSAP (WA) SUN 19 FEB 12) 

Pearl Harbor, Hawaii — The USS John C. Stennis is back in the United States. 
 

GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
10. Israeli Attack On Iran Would Be Destabilizing, Joint Chiefs' Dempsey Says 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 19 FEB 12) ... Katarzyna Klimasinska and Danielle Ivory 

An Israeli attack on Iran would be “destabilizing,” Army General Martin Dempsey, the chairman of the U.S. Joint Chiefs of Staff, 
said. 

 
11. Iran Raid Seen As A Huge Task For Israeli Jets 
(NEW YORK TIMES 20 FEB 12) ... Elisabeth Bumiller 

WASHINGTON — Should Israel decide to launch a strike on Iran, its pilots would have to fly more than 1,000 miles across 
unfriendly airspace, refuel in the air en route, fight off Iran's air defenses, attack multiple underground sites simultaneously--and use at 
least 100 planes. 

 
12. Japan Mulling Sending Warships To Strait Of Hormuz 
(JIJI PRESS (JAPAN) 20 FEB 12) 

TOKYO --The Japanese government is considering whether it is possible for the country to send Maritime Self-Defense Force 
ships to the Strait of Hormuz to escort oil and gas tankers amid an growing tension in the region over Iran's nuclear program, informed 
sources said. 

 
13. Xi Wraps Up Trip; Success Seen In What Didn't Occur 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 18 FEB 12) ... Jeremy Page, Nathan Hodge and Brian Spegele 

China's Vice President Xi Jinping declared his U.S. visit a "full success" as he wrapped up a five-day tour that has offered rare 
insights into his personality and past, but few indications of how they might affect bilateral ties after he takes over as China's top 
leader in the fall. 

 
14. Taiwan Navy Asks For Funds For 8 New Subs 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 20 FEB 12) 

TAIPEI — Taiwan's navy will ask parliament to fund the purchase of up to eight new submarines within the next two months, 
reviving an acquisition that has been in limbo for over a decade, local media said Feb. 20. 

 
15. South Korea Ends Naval Drill Near The North’s Coast 
(NEW YORK TIMES 20 FEB 12) ... Choe Sang-Hun 

SEOUL, South Korea — South Korean marines conducted live-fire exercises around five islands close to the southern coast of 
North Korea on Monday as the North warned it might retaliate with artillery attacks. But the drill ended without immediate 
provocation from the North Korean military, the South’s Defense Ministry said. 

 
16. Putin Outlines Push For Stronger Military 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 20 FEB 12) 

MOSCOW — Prime Minister Vladimir Putin said Feb. 20 that Russia had launched "unprecedented" steps to boost the army as 
he played up his strongman credentials ahead of March 4 presidential polls he is likely to win. 
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17. Bulava Missile More Dangerous To Russia Than To Enemy - Experts 
(RIA NOVOSTI 20 FEB 12) 

MOSCOW - Russian experts on Monday questioned how wise it is to adopt the troubled Bulava intercontinental missile for 
service, suggesting it would cause more security problems than it would solve, the Kommersant daily said. 

 
18. Head Of Canadian Navy Says Climate Change Boosts Need For Bigger Presence In Arctic 
(CANADIAN PRESS 19 FEB 12) ... Bill Graveland 

CALGARY - The head of the Royal Canadian Navy says Canada needs to bolster its military presence in the Arctic to prepare for 
a boom in human and economic activity resulting largely from climate change. 

 

PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
19. Marine Receives Purple Heart 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 16 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Ryan Riley, Navy Public Affairs Support Element 
West NW Det. 

SILVERDALE, Wash. -- A Marine Staff Sgt. received a Purple Heart during a ceremony held at Bangor Cinema Plus theater on 
Naval Base Kitsap (NBK) Bangor, Feb. 16. 

 
20. Navy Surgeon General Calls For Enhanced Healthcare IT Collaboration 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 20 FEB 12) ... U.S. Navy Bureau of Medicine and Surgery Public Affairs 

LAS VEGAS -- The top medical officer for the U.S. Navy and Marine Corps called for enhanced healthcare information 
management collaboration among the services and other federal healthcare agencies at the annual Tri-Service Medical Information 
Management Symposium (TMIMS), Feb. 17. 

 
21. Budget Calls For Officer Drawdown 
Enlisted force to increase after last year’s cuts 
(NAVY TIMES 27 FEB 12) ... Sam Fellman 

Cuts have hit the enlisted side hard. Last year’s enlisted retention boards are sending home 2,946 sailors, most of whom aren’t 
eligible for retirement, and the senior enlisted continuation board from December is forcing 593 E-7s to E-9s to retire, a tally nearly 
double that of the previous year. 

 
22. Senior Enlisted Board To Force Out Nearly 600 
(NAVY TIMES 27 FEB 12) ... Mark D. Faram 

The number of senior enlisted members chosen for retirement by this year’s senior enlisted continuation board is nearly twice as 
large as last year’s figure. 

 
23. Lowest Pay Raise In Decades Possible For Troops 
(STARS AND STRIPES 21 FEB 12) ... Leo Shane III 

WASHINGTON -- Troops could see their lowest pay raises in four decades -- far below what their civilian peers will get -- if 
proposed changes are made in the way military raises are calculated. 

 
24. 2012 Military Saves Week Campaign Kicks Off 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 20 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Mikelle D. Smith, Defense Media Activity-Navy 

WASHINGTON -- Fleet and Family Support Centers (FFSC) on military installations worldwide will be participating in the 2012 
Military Saves Week Campaign, Feb. 19-26. 

 
25. Submarine Force Pacific Fleet Sailors Of The Year Announced 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 19 FEB 12) ... Commander, Submarine Squadron 11 Public Affairs 

NAVAL BASE POINT LOMA, Calif. -- Commander, Submarine Force U.S. Pacific Fleet announced Sea and Shore Sailors of 
the Year (SOY), Feb. 17, following a week of events where 10 SOY candidates, representing various commands from the Pacific 
submarine community, competed for the title. 

 
26. Greensboro Woman Named Commander Of USS Mitscher 
(WFMY CBS GREENSBORO 20 FEB 12) ... Lauren Melvin 

GREENSBORO, NC -- A Greensboro native is making history in the U.S. Navy. 
 

27. Sailor From Columbus Dies On Liberty In Dubai 
(ATLANTA JOURNAL-CONSTITUTION 20 FEB 12) ... Mike Morris 

A Sailor from west Georgia died Friday while on liberty in the United Arab Emirates. 
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28. CO Of Submarine Wyoming Fired 
(NAVY TIMES 17 FEB 12) ... Sam Fellman 

The commanding officer of a Kings Bay, Ga.-based ballistic-missile submarine was fired Feb. 4 for mishandling classified 
materials, just three weeks before his scheduled relief, a Submarine Group 10 spokesman confirmed Friday. 

 

FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
29. U.S. Navy Tries To Rein In Carrier Costs 
(DEFENSE NEWS 20 FEB 2012) ... Christopher P. Cavas 

The new aircraft carrier Gerald R. Ford (CVN 78) is the largest and most expensive ship in the U.S. Navy's shipbuilding program, 
with a total price tag to develop and build the ship topping $15 billion. 

 
30. Pentagon Cuts Could Cost U.S. More Money 
(FINANCIAL TIMES (UK) 21 FEB 12) ... Jeremy Lemer 

NEW YORK - The Pentagon, under pressure to slash spending, plans to slow down purchases of fighter jets, submarines and 
other expensive projects in order to trim billions of dollars from its budget. 

 
31. F-35 Is In Next Stage Of Tests 
The next-generation fighter jet completes its first flight carrying external weapons. 
(LOS ANGELES TIMES 21 FEB 12) ... W.J. Hennigan 

The F-35, the military's next-generation fighter jet, has begun its first flight tests carrying external missiles at Edwards Air Force 
Base in the Mojave Desert. 

 
32. ONR Sees More Room For Autonomy On Cargo UAVs 
(DEFENSE DAILY 18 FEB 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

While unmanned helicopters deployed recently by the Marines to Afghanistan for carrying cargo have recently shown promise, 
the chief of naval research said the service is pursuing additional technologies to advance the concept and to develop greater 
autonomy. 

 
33. ONR Scientists Bring Undersea Vehicles To Light 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 17 FEB 12) ... Grace Jean, Office of Naval Research 

ARLINGTON, Va. -- Scientists from the Office of Naval Research (ONR) will convene in Salt Lake City for an international 
gathering of marine science experts Feb. 20-24. 

 
34. Belle Chasse Squadron Would Be Decommissioned Under Budget-Cut Proposal 
(NEW ORLEANS TIMES-PICAYUNE 19 FEB 12) ... Paul Purpura 

Responding to an order from President Barack Obama’s administration to cut military spending, the Navy proposes to 
decommission a squadron at the air station in Belle Chasse, a move that would eliminate the only naval aviation unit dedicated to 
stemming the flow of illegal narcotics into the United States. Under the 2013 spending plan released Monday, the Navy Reserve’s 
Carrier Airborne Early Warning Squadron 77 would cease to exist Sept. 30. 

 
35. Sea Otter Recovery Deal Threatened By 'Military Readiness' Legislation 
(SANTA CRUZ (CA) SENTINEL 19 FEB 12) ... Donna Jones 

Legislation introduced into Congress this week threatens to scuttle a deal to end a quarter-century exclusion of sea otters from 
Southern California waters. 

 

BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
36. PCU Mississippi Commanding Officer Visits Namesake State 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 19 FEB 12) ... Lt. Cmdr. Jennifer Cragg, Commander, Submarine Group 2 Public Affairs 

PASCAGOULA, Miss. -- The commanding officer of Pre-Commissioning Unit Mississippi (SSN 782) is visiting the submarine's 
namesake state Feb. 19-21 in preparation for the upcoming commissioning this summer. 

 
37. Yokosuka Middle School Students Take A Field Trip Aboard Blue Ridge 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 17 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Fidel C. Hart, USS Blue Ridge Public Affairs 

YOKOSUKA, Japan -- Sailors from U.S. Seventh Fleet command ship, USS Blue Ridge (LCC 19), gave tours to students from a 
local middle school Feb. 17 as part of a partnership between the ship and school. 
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38. NAS Whidbey Island Celebrates Black American Women 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 18 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Joan E. Jennings, Navy Public Affairs Support 
Element West, Det. Whidbey Island 

OAK HARBOR, Wash. -- Naval Air Station Whidbey Island (NASWI) held a ceremony in honor of Black History Month at the 
Skywarrior Theater on base, Feb. 17. 

 
39. Okinawa Rejects Tokyo Environmental Assessment On Futenma Project 
(STARS AND STRIPES 21 FEB 12) ... Travis J. Tritten and Chiyomi Sumida 

CAMP FOSTER, Okinawa — The Okinawa government on Monday formally rejected Tokyo’s assessment that building a new 
offshore U.S. Marine Corps airfield would not harm the local environment. 

 

NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
40. Soldier Energy Needs Outpacing Technology, Policy 
(NATIONAL DEFENSE MAGAZINE MARCH 2012) ... Eric Beidel 

Eric Shields, an engineer with the Naval Surface Warfare Center’s Carderock Division, never thought he would have to monitor 
the use of a microwave oven in Afghanistan. 

 
41. Navy SEALs: Obama's Secret Army 
At a time when many Americans think their government is inept, the 'Special Operators' get the job done. 
Just ask the President, who is doubling down on the Navy SEALs. 
(NEWSWEEK 27 FEB 12) ... Daniel Klaidman 

One of President Obama’s earliest kills came in April 2009. Somali pirates had stormed the Maersk Alabama, a U.S. container 
ship steaming across lawless waters off the Horn of Africa. The American crew of the ship had tried to overwhelm the pirates, who 
fled on a covered lifeboat, taking with them a 53-year-old hostage: ship captain Richard Phillips. Armed with AK-47s and pistols, the 
pirates stashed Phillips below deck and threatened to kill him if they didn’t get $2 million in ransom. 

 
42. 50-Year Anniversary Of John Glenn's Mission Around The Earth 
Half a century ago, John Glenn circled the earth in a space capsule named Friendship 7 and restored a bit of 
American confidence 
(MIAMI HERALD 18 FEB 12) ... Fred Grimm 

KENNEDY SPACE CENTER -- Two old heroes remembered their fellow Project Mercury astronauts, the ones who are gone 
now. And something else, something crucial, something gone missing from the American space program. 

 
43. Military Branches Can Offer 15-Year Retirement 
(KILLEEN (TX) DAILY HERALD 20 FEB 12) ... Colleen Flaherty 

With the Army slated to cut 80,000 soldiers through attrition and other means during the next six years, a lapsed force 
management tool has become available again. 

 
44. Head Of Madigan Removed From Command Amid PTSD Probe 
(SEATTLE TIMES 21 FEB 12) ... Hal Bernton 

Col. Dallas Homas has been administratively removed from command of Madigan Healthcare System less than a year after taking 
over the top leadership position at the Western Washington military medical center. 

 
45. Justice Dept. Backs Equal Benefits For Gay Couples In Military 
(NEW YORK TIMES 18 FEB 12) ... Charlie Savage 

WASHINGTON--The Obama administration on Friday said it would not defend the constitutionality of statutes blocking same-
sex military spouses from receiving marriage benefits--including rights to visitation in military hospitals, survivor benefits, and burial 
together in military cemeteries. 

 
46. Growing Military Gay Group Aims For Benefits 
Defense resort to host gathering 
(WASHINGTON TIMES 21 FEB 12) ... Rowan Scarborough 

An association of gays in the military has more than doubled its membership since last year, is setting up more on-base chapters, 
and plans to hold its next national conference at a Defense Department resort at Walt Disney World. 
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47. High Court Examines Lying About Military Exploits 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 21 FEB 12) ... Mark Sherman 

WASHINGTON - Xavier Alvarez was in good company when he stood up at a public meeting and called himself a wounded war 
veteran who had received the top military award, the Medal of Honor. 

 
48. Pearl Harbor Survivor From Rome Receives Navy And Marine Corps Commendation Medal 
(SYRACUSE POST-STANDARD 20 FEB 12) ... Alaina Potrikus 

When the first torpedo hit the USS West Virginia at Pearl Harbor, shipfitter Sylvester “Syl” Puccio of Rome followed protocol 
and began to close hatches, doors and ventilators to make the ship’s compartments water-tight. 

 
49. Week In Review Feb 11, 2012 - Feb 17, 2012 
(YOUTUBE 17 FEB 12) ... U.S. Navy 

Welcome to this week's U.S. Navy multimedia production featuring selected images from around the fleet received during the 
week of Feb 11, 2012 - Feb 17, 2012. 

 

OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
50. Panetta Survives Bombardment Of Hill Criticisms, Concerns About Defense Budget Cuts 
(WASHINGTON POST 21 FEB 12) ... Walter Pincus 

Defense Secretary Leon E. Panetta has joked that he wants a combat badge “with clusters” for his three days on Capitol Hill last 
week spent fighting off critics of the Obama administration’s fiscal 2013 defense budget. 

 
51. The End Of American Intervention 
(NEW YORK TIMES 19 FEB 12) ... James Traub 

For the last 20 years we have lived amid the furious clangor of war — and debates over how to wage it. The intense and urgent 
clashes in the 1990s over “humanitarian intervention” gave way to pitched battles over “regime change” and “democracy promotion” 
after 9/11, and then to arguments over “counterinsurgency strategy,” a new battle for hearts and minds, as Barack Obama ramped up 
the war in Afghanistan. 

 
52. Israel's Risky Option 
(LOS ANGELES TIMES 21 FEB 12) ... Dalia Dassa Kaye 

Talk of a military strike on Iranian nuclear facilities is not subsiding. If diplomacy can't head off Iran's nuclear ambitions, 
advocates for a military strike in Israel and the United States will only gain strength. While proponents may believe that Israel can 
endure the short-term military and diplomatic fallout of such action, the long-term consequences are likely to be disastrous for Israel's 
security. 

 
53. The Toughest Op 
Following Bin Laden and Qaddafi, will special forces troops be tasked with taking out Bashar al-Assad? 
(FOREIGN POLICY 17 FEB 12) ... Robert Haddick 

This week, the New York Times reported on a draft proposal circulating inside the Pentagon that would permanently boost the 
global presence and operational autonomy of U.S. special operations forces. According to the article, Adm. William McRaven, the 
Navy SEAL who oversaw the raid that killed Osama bin Laden and who is now the commander of U.S. Special Operations Command 
(SOCOM), is requesting additional authority and independence outside of the normal, interagency decision-making process. 

 
54. China As The Enemy 
(CHICAGO TRIBUNE 19 FEB 12) ... Steve Chapman 

Chinese Vice President Xi Jinping came to the United States last week, and that set alarm bells clanging. Among those who sorely 
miss the Cold War, China serves as an endless source of fear and loathing. 

 
55. Toward Higher Ideals: Past Lessons In Saving Our Navy Yard 
(PORTSMOUTH (NH) HERALD 19 FEB 12) ... Jim Splaine 

I've been going through my old storage to choose what I can sell at an upcoming yard sale and came across some faded 
Portsmouth Heralds. My collection reminds me of changes we've seen these past many years, yet how things stay the same. 
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56. Saluting Our Shipyard 
(PORTSMOUTH (NH) HERALD 20 FEB 12) ... Rep. Frank Guinta 

Imagine working in a space so small, there's barely enough room to turn around. Imagine moving through passageways barely 
wide enough to accommodate you, with pipes and electrical wires protruding above your head. Now imagine living in those same 
cramped, crowded conditions for weeks on end, far below the ocean's surface. No, it's not a scene from "20,000 Leagues Under the 
Sea." That is what life is like every day for the 134 officers and men who serve aboard the USS San Juan (SSN-751). I had the honor 
of touring this remarkable submarine at the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard a few weeks ago. 

 
57. What They Did, They Did For You 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 17 FEB 12) ... Editorial 

If you missed the story across the top of Page One in Thursday’s U-T San Diego, go back and fish the paper out of the bird cage. 
Or go online and find the story 

 

BBLLOOGGSS::  
58. EXCERPTS FROM BLOGS AROUND THE WORLD 
(PUBLISHED 17 – 20 FEB 12) 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. U.S. Four-Star Down Under For Talks 
(DEFENSE NEWS 20 FEB 12) ... Christopher P. Cavas 

In line with a new U.S. strategy placing increased 
emphasis on the Pacific, the Navy's second-highest-ranking 
officer is visiting Australia and Singapore, meeting with 
defense officials to discuss a greater U.S. presence in the 
southwest Pacific. 

“The visit represents the Navy's continued commitment to 
the region and our desire to enhance security and prosperity,” 
Adm. Mark Ferguson, vice chief of naval operations, said Feb. 
20 in a phone interview. 

“We have a very enduring and longstanding presence as a 
Pacific nation and feel very strongly our long term security is 
linked,” Ferguson said. “The new defense strategy underscores 
that enduring nature.” 

The U.S. already has announced a plan to rotate as many 
as 500 Marines at a time through the northern Australian town 
of Darwin, and Singapore has agreed to host as many as four 
Littoral Combat Ships (LCS) at its Changi naval base. 

Ferguson arrived Sunday in the Australian capital of 
Canberra to meet with officials and speak at the Australian 
Defence College. He noted the Australians are in the midst of 
a military modernization period. 

Australian media has been discussing the need for an 
increased military presence along the northern and western 
coasts, away from population centers but closer to strategic 
interests. 

Ferguson spoke as he was about to head to Darwin to see 
for himself the lay of the land. 

“We want to walk the ground and get an understanding of 
the infrastructure issues to support Marines in a rotational 
nature in Darwin,” Ferguson said. He was also to take a harbor 
tour to see the port facilities and the anchorage. 

Asked whether he had discussed possible expansion of 
U.S. Navy activities at Australia's western naval base of 
Stirling, on the Indian Ocean near Perth, Ferguson replied that 
“we're in the preliminary stages” of discussions with the 
Australians. 

“They've mentioned they're interested in the west coast 
and the north coast,” he said. “There are opportunities to take 
a look at, but we're in the early stages of looking.” 

Ferguson acknowledged there would be an increased U.S. 
presence in the region, with more port calls. “I certainly think 
our service members would enjoy that,” he said. 

In Singapore, Ferguson will take a look at preparations for 
the visit later this year of the first LCS, the Freedom. 

“The primary focus of the visit is looking at the 
deployment of LCS,” the four-star said. “The things we need 
to do make sure the ship is ready and sustainable, and that we 
have the appropriate infrastructure in place.” 

The length of the Freedom's stay in Singapore is one topic 
of discussion. “We still have to work some issues before we 
set that down,” he said. 

From Singapore, Ferguson will visit Guam for a look at 
infrastructure improvements before returning to the U. S. 
mainland. 

Return to Index 
 

2. Admiral Advocates Caution With China 
The Senate confirms Samuel J. Locklear III as the next head of U.S. Pacific Command 
(HONOLULU STAR-ADVERTISER 19 FEB 12) ... William Cole 

The next commander of U.S. Pacific Command said the 
U.S. relationship with China is “cooperative but competitive” 
during sometimes ideological questioning by members of the 
Senate Armed Services Committee at a recent confirmation 
hearing that delved into cyberspying and Navy ship strength. 

“We are an Asian power. We are a Pacific power. We are 
a global power,” said Navy Adm. Samuel J. Locklear III at the 
Feb. 9 hearing. “We have interest in that part of the world. 
And I believe that the Chinese and other people in that part of 
the world need to recognize that we do have U.S. national 
interests there and we have the interests of strong allies there.” 

The South China Sea, with its valuable trade routes and 
oil and gas reserves, has become an increasingly contentious 
place and potential flashpoint for competing claims by China, 
the United States, Vietnam, the Philippines and Japan, among 
other countries. 

Locklear, most recently commander of U.S. Naval Forces 
Europe, U.S. Naval Forces Africa and Allied Joint Forces 
Command in Naples, Italy, was approved by the Senate on 
Friday as the next head of U.S. Pacific Command. 

A change of command tentatively is scheduled for early 
March. Locklear is replacing Adm. Robert Willard, who will 
retire, officials said. 

In written answers provided to Armed Services 
Committee questions, Locklear said China appears to be 

building the capability to fight and win short-duration, high-
intensity conflicts along its periphery. 

“Its near-term focus appears to be on preparing for 
potential contingencies involving Taiwan, and to deter or deny 
effective intervention in a cross-Strait conflict,” Locklear said. 

“China is also devoting increasing attention and resources 
to conducting operations beyond Taiwan and China’s 
immediate periphery,” he said. 

The United States has been and should remain the 
“pivotal military power” in the Asia-Pacific region, he said. 

At the confirmation hearing, U.S. Sen. Lindsey Graham, 
R-S.C., pointedly asked Locklear whether China is engaged 
“in a sustained effort of cyberattacks against this country’s 
defense infrastructure.” 

Graham added, “It is widely believed they are.” 
Graham further questioned Locklear as to whether 

Locklear thought China’s cyberactions are a “hostile act and 
whether or not we have the right to respond in kind.” 

Locklear said “certainly the activity is hostile,” but that a 
legal opinion would be needed beyond that because “there are 
legalities in warfare that we would have to categorize that.” 

“But certainly it tends in that direction,” he said. 
In his written answers, Locklear said the theft of U.S. 

information and intellectual property is attractive as a low-cost 
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research and development tool for China's defense industry, 
and provides insight into potential U.S. vulnerabilities. 

The activity creates “significant potential risk on U.S. 
military activities,” he said. 

The U.S. reserves the right “to use all necessary means — 
diplomatic, informational, military and economic — as 
appropriate and consistent with applicable international law” 
in response, Locklear said. 

U.S. Sen. John McCain, R-Ariz., said it should be of 
concern that the Navy remains short of its 313-ship goal, with 
the Pentagon also announcing plans to retire seven cruisers 
early, retire two amphibious ships and delay buying an 
amphibious ship, a Virginia-class submarine, two littoral 
combat ships and eight high-speed vessels. 

McCain asked Locklear if that increases risks in the Asia-
Pacific region. 

Locklear said he’d have to manage those risks. 
“It is always difficult, particularly from a Navy 

perspective, for us to see those type of decisions that have 
been made and will ultimately be made in budget decisions,” 
Locklear said. “But we will have to manage with the resources 
that the American people give us, that you authorize us.” 

The Pentagon advocates the United States joining the Law 
of the Sea Treaty, an international maritime agreement, to help 

the U.S. maintain its historic naval presence and free trade 
through the South China Sea. 

China wants to minimize U.S. surveillance, and in one 
example of a past confrontation, the U.S. Navy dispatched the 
Pearl Harbor-based destroyer USS Chung-Hoon to the South 
China Sea in 2009 after Chinese ships blocked the surveillance 
ship USNS Impeccable. 

Locklear said he supports the U.S. joining the treaty, also 
known as the United Nations Convention on the Law of the 
Sea. 

Having such a tool provides “a better mechanism to be 
able to have a legal discussion that prevents us from having 
miscalculated events,” Locklear said. 

Locklear was asked about the Navy’s Virginia-class 
submarine performance. Pearl Harbor is the only base in the 
Pacific for the relatively new class of submarines, which can 
operate in relatively shallow water. 

The Virginia-class submarine has become “the backbone 
of our attack submarine force today,” Locklear said. 

“It provides us worldwide coverage in covert ways,” he 
said. “It is a critical element of any combatant commander’s 
higher-end campaigns or campaign planning.” 

Return to Index 
 

3. Navy To Host Spouse, Veteran Hiring Fair At Bethesda 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 17 FEB 12) ... Naval Support Activity Bethesda 

BETHESDA, Md. – The Navy and more than 25 large 
employers are teaming up to host the first-ever “100,000 Jobs 
Mission Hiring Event” at Naval Support Activity Bethesda, 
Md., on Feb. 25 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

This “Joining Forces” event is open to veterans, 
transitioning service members and military spouses. First Lady 
Michelle Obama and Dr. Jill Biden, wife of Vice President Joe 
Biden, launched Joining Forces to rally the nation’s support 
for troops, veterans and their families. 

“America is clearly hiring once again and efforts like this 
from our nation’s employers are exactly what’s needed to put 
our talented veterans and their spouses to work,” Brad Cooper, 
executive director of Joining Forces, said in an activity news 
release. “Teaming with the Navy at an event in Bethesda that 
brings job opportunities to veterans, spouses and wounded 
warriors is a win for everybody.” 

This event, the release explained, differs from traditional 
job fairs by aligning registered candidates to specific 
companies and positions based on their interests and 
qualifications before the hiring event begins. Hiring managers 
will be on site to conduct interviews and may offer jobs that 
day. 

More than 25 employers from diverse industries will be at 
the event, seeking to hire veterans and military spouses for 
jobs ranging from entry level to management positions. Other 
organizations also will be on hand to offer information about 
free programs veterans can use to help with their transition. 

People are encouraged to register early for this event by 
visiting http://www.100000jobsmission.com. Job-seekers 

wishing to attend must have a current military ID card or proof 
of military service and a photo ID to access the base. 

“We are looking forward to holding this hiring event,” 
said Nate Herman, executive director of military and veterans 
affairs for JPMorgan Chase, a founding member of the 
“100,000 Jobs Mission.” “Veterans bring much-needed skill 
and talent to the workplace. They are disciplined, hard-
working and excellent team players. Every member of our 
coalition recognizes that and understands how valuable they 
are to our businesses.” 

Through Joining Forces, the first lady and Biden have 
been leading White House efforts to reduce veteran and 
military spouse unemployment with America’s private sector 
in response to a presidential challenge to hire or train 100,000 
veterans and military spouses by the end of 2013. Due to their 
efforts, more than 1,500 companies from around the country 
have committed to hiring 145,000 veterans in the next two 
years. 

In the same spirit, 10 employers launched the 100,000 
Jobs Mission in March with a goal of hiring 100,000 
transitioning service members and military veterans by 2020. 
The coalition since has grown to 29 member companies who 
collectively hired more than 6,600 veterans under this program 
last year. 

Working in conjunction with the Naval District 
Washington’s Fleet and Family Support Program, this hiring 
event connects the two endeavors in a more powerful and 
efficient effort that has one goal: to hire the nation’s veterans 
and military spouses. 

Return to Index 



10 

 
4. Transition Benefits: Outplacement Firm Ready To Help Sailors Launch New Careers 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 17 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Andrea Perez, Navy Personnel Command Public 
Affairs 

MILLINGTON, Tenn. -- Navy's contract for job search 
and assistance to help Sailors separating by the Enlisted 
Retention Board (ERB) is well underway, an official said Feb. 
17. 

"Navy has contracted Challenger, Gray and Christmas, 
Inc. (CGC), an outplacement service company, to personally 
coach and assist ERB separating Sailor's transition to the 
civilian workforce," said Capt. Kate Janac, Transition 
Assistance Program Manager. "The Sept. 1 separation date is 
approaching and ERB Sailors should immediately contact 
CGC via a toll-free number or email to begin their job 
placement process." 

An employment outplacement service assists clients in 
making the transition to reemployment. Founded in the early 
1960s, CGC has more than four decades of experience in the 
career transition industry. 

The CGC team provides Sailors with individualized 
career assessment and professional resume writing, job search 
and preparation for interviews. The company assigns each 
Sailor a civilian coach who proactively works their case 
through each step of the process and also a prior military 
advisor to help in the transition. 

"Our goal is to connect every ERB separating Sailor to 
this service. Command leadership needs to encourage and 
provide Sailors opportunity to enroll and move forward," said 
Janac. Those stationed overseas or deployed should also 

initiate contact and will receive support tailored to their unique 
situations. 

"What really stands out is the high level of individual and 
professional service our Sailors will receive," said Janac. 
Sailors can engage with their coach to learn the skills needed 
to develop a personal marketing plan customized to their 
expertise and specific goals. 

CGC began contacting ERB Sailors via email in 
December. Approximately 1,000 Sailors are using services 
provided by CGC, a third of eligible recipients. CGC 
representatives have joined Navy Personnel Command's Fleet 
Engagement Team during its briefs in fleet concentration areas 
to facilitate enrollment. 

ERB separating Sailors should contact CGC using their 
toll free number 1-800-971-4288 or email 
CGCUSNavy@challengergray.com. Sailors can then work 
with their coach to establish an account on the CGC website, 
found at 
https://www.icareermanager.com/login/challengerTops/login.a
spx. 

For more information, contact the NPC customer service 
center at 1-866-U-ASK-NPC (1-866-827-5672) or email 
cscmailbox@navy.mil. 

For more information about transition benefits visit the 
Transition Assistance Web Page available under the Hot Links 
section of the Navy Personnel Command at 
www.npc.navy.mil 
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5. Navy Recognized As One Of The World's Best Training Organizations 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 17 FEB 12) ... Ed Barker, Naval Education and Training Command Public Affairs 

ATLANTA -- The U.S. Navy was recognized as a top 
training organization and ranked 13 out of 125 for excellence 
in employer-sponsored workforce training and development 
by Training Magazine at its 2012 conference and expo at the 
Georgia World Congress Center in Atlanta Feb. 13. 

Now in its 12th year, the Top 125 awards are hosted 
annually by Training Magazine in conjunction with the 
Training Conference and Expo and is the only benchmark that 
ranks companies unsurpassed in harnessing human capital. 
Other companies at the top of this year's list included Verizon, 
Farmer's Insurance and Miami Children's Hospital. 

"This year marks the third year in a row that the Navy has 
been ranked in the top 20, and is a testament to the incredible 
work of the people training our Sailors throughout the 
Manpower, Personnel, Training and Education (MPTE) 
domain," said Rear Adm. Don Quinn, commander, Naval 
Education and Training Command (NETC). 

"The U.S. maritime strategy charges the Navy with using 
seapower to succeed in both in both peacetime engagement 
and major combat operations," Quinn said. "Training is the 
asymmetric advantage that enables us to carry out that 
strategy; to maintain a strong and capable maritime force that 
provides security, stability and trust around the world. This 
award is a validation of both the vision and the hard work that 
goes into training and developing that force." 

Rear Adm. Clifford Sharpe, NETC chief operating 
officer, accepted the award on behalf of the Navy at the 

conference. Sharpe and the Navy received a standing ovation 
from the training professionals at the awards ceremony. 

"I was honored to accept this Top 125 award recognizing 
the hard work of many," said Sharpe. "To be recognized in the 
top group of the best training organizations operating in the 
U.S. and worldwide is a welcome validation of Navy's 
investment in education and training." 

Lorri Freifeld, editor-in-chief of Training Magazine, 
complemented the Navy and other Top 125 winners from this 
year's competition. 

"The best learning and development organizations support 
business initiatives tactically and help drive strategic change," 
said Freifeld. "The 2012 Training Top 125 organizations did 
just that-and provided ample proof of their training 
effectiveness." 

The Top 125 includes ranking based on numerous 
benchmarking statistics such as total training budget; 
percentage of payroll; number of training hours per employee 
program; goals, evaluation, measurement, and workplace 
surveys; hours of training per employee annually; and detailed 
formal programs. A range of qualitative and quantitative 
factors are assessed, including financial investment in 
employee development, the scope of development programs, 
and how closely such development efforts are linked to 
business goals and objectives. 

The Navy submission for the Training Top 125 Award 
provided background on aspects of the Navy's training and 
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education continuum, including new products such as the Full 
Spectrum Engineering Training at Surface Warfare Officers 
School; the Training-to-Task System (T2T), an enterprise-
wide organizational readiness reporting tool; and the iParts 
Landing Signal Officer Performance Tool developed with the 
Naval War College. 

Recurring initiatives that have seen increased 
participation were also detailed in the submission, including 
the Navy Credentialing Opportunities Online program from 

the Center for Information Dominance; the Learning and 
Development Roadmaps coordinated by NETC's Development 
Planning Analysis Department and delivered by the Navy's 
Learning Centers; and the Virtual Desktop Environment 
project developed by the Center For Naval Intelligence. 

"Our exemplary training is more than a tool," Quinn said. 
"I consider it part of our arsenal, and essential to protecting 
our nation. 
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6. How The Navy -- And The USS Mississippi -- Protect America 
(BILOXI (MS) SUN HERALD 17 FEB 12) ... Rear Admiral Select Michael Jabaley 

America’s Navy is our nation’s front line in war and in 
peace, operating on, above and below the sea. Think of the 
Navy as America’s “away team,” deployed around the world, 
defending our nation’s interests every day. 

This year marks the bicentennial of the War of 1812. The 
city of Jackson was named for one of the heroes of that war, 
General Andrew Jackson -- “Old Hickory.” His leadership at 
the Battle of New Orleans was instrumental in our victory in 
the final engagement of the war. But the War of 1812 was at 
heart started by threats from the British to our merchant ships 
and our Sailors. As a result many of the major confrontations 
took place on the oceans and Great Lakes, and became 
instrumental in the growth of our Navy into the force it would 
soon become. 

Many of the qualities that shaped and helped the Navy 
win 200 years ago still hold true today: the fighting spirit and 
boldness of the Navy’s Sailors, the Navy’s innovation and 
technological supremacy, the direct link between a strong 
Navy and a prosperous America through free world trade, and 
the Navy’s key role in preserving American sovereignty. 

During the War of 1812, America called on the Navy and 
its warfighting Sailors to preserve our country’s security and 
prosperity. Two hundred years later, that tradition continues. 

Today, Navy ships fight on the sea; Navy submarines 
fight under the sea; and Navy aircraft fight over the sea, taking 
off from and landing on Navy aircraft carriers. 

This ability to act from the sea is critical to national 
security. It gives the Navy the power to protect America’s 
interests -- anywhere, anytime. The United States is a 
maritime nation, bounded by oceans on both sides. Consider 
that water covers about 70 percent of the earth’s surface. 
About 80 percent of the world’s population lives near the sea, 
and about 90 percent of all world trade by volume travels by 
sea. 

In other words, what happens on the sea matters. It 
matters to world peace. It matters to our economy and to the 
preservation of prosperity. It also matters to our national 
defense. A strong Navy is necessary to preserve the American 
way of life. 

The Navy’s job continues to get bigger. The president’s 
national security strategy emphasizes our commitment in the 
Asia-Pacific and Middle East regions, vast, maritime areas of 
the world ideally suited for naval operations and in which the 
Navy maintains a robust presence. 
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CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
7. U.S., South Korea Hold Anti-Sub Exercise In Yellow Sea 
(STARS AND STRIPES 21 FEB 12) ... Jon Rabiroff and Yoo Kyong Chang 

SEOUL — Eleven U.S. and South Korean warships, 
along with a half-dozen aircraft, have come together this week 
to practice their anti-submarine capabilities in the Yellow Sea, 
where two years ago a North Korean torpedo was blamed for 
sinking a South Korean corvette and killing 46 sailors. 

Military officials with the two countries have been tight-
lipped about details of the five-day exercise that runs through 
Friday, saying only it is an annual exercise being staged well 
away from the disputed maritime border between the two 
Koreas. 

The anti-submarine exercise follows Monday morning’s 
exercise held by the South Korean military around the Yellow 
Sea islands near the border. It also comes a week ahead of the 
annual overlapping U.S.-South Key Resolve and Foal Eagle 
exercises that start next Monday. 

In response to Monday’s events, North Korea threatened 
“merciless retaliatory strikes,” but the exercise went on 
without incident. 

The exercises and threats are getting more than their usual 
amount of attention because of the uncertainty surrounding 
Kim Jong Un’s rise to power in North Korea after the 
December death of his father, Kim Jong Il, and meetings 
scheduled this week between representatives of the U.S. and 
the North. The envoys are expected to discuss the possible 
resumption of the “six-party talks” aimed at halting the 
North’s nuclear weapons program. Those talks — which also 
involved South Korea, China, Japan and Russia — were 
abandoned in 2009. 

U.S. Naval Forces Korea spokesman Lt. Jared Apollo 
Burgamy said, “The anti-submarine exercise is occurring in 
the Yellow Sea well south of the [Military Demarcation Line]. 

“The exercise focuses on combined interoperability,” he 
said. “The anti-submarine exercise is one of many routine 
unit-level combined naval exercises held in the Korean theater 
of operations.” 

Sources with the South Korean Joint Chiefs of Staff and 
Ministry of National Defense — who spoke on the customary 
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condition that they not be identified — said the exercise was 
designed to prepare for a potential attack from North Korean 
submarines. 

“We are presupposing that North Korea’s submarines are 
the submarines of our enemy,” the MND source said. 

South Korean officials declined to elaborate, or to say 
how elements of the exercise might have been revised after the 
March 26, 2010, sinking of the Cheonan in the Yellow Sea. 

An international panel of investigators determined that a 
torpedo fired from a North Korean submarine was to blame 
for that attack. The North has denied responsibility. 

U.S. Forces Korea previously announced that the Key 
Resolve command post exercise will run from Monday to 
March 9 and will involve about 2,100 U.S. personnel, 
including about 800 coming from outside the Korean 
peninsula. 

The Foal Eagle field exercise will run from March 1 to 
April 30, with approximately 11,000 U.S. forces, most of 
whom will travel to South Korea specifically for the exercise. 
As many as 200,000 South Korean troops will reportedly 
participate in one or more aspects of the exercises. 
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8. USS Simpson Makes APS Port Visit In Ghana 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 20 FEB 12) ... Lt. Cmdr. Suzanna Brugler, Commander, U.S. Naval Forces Europe-Commander, U.S. Naval 
Forces Africa/Commander, U.S. 6th Fleet Public Affairs 

TEMA, Ghana -- The flagship of Africa Partnership 
Station (APS) West 2012, USS Simpson (FFG 56), along with 
embarked staff, arrived in Tema, Ghana, Feb. 18 to begin their 
involvement with the APS 2012 Ghanaian hub. 

The hub, taking place after a recent port visit to Nigeria, 
brings training designed to strengthen African maritime 
partnerships to improve maritime safety and security to more 
than 40 maritime professionals from the Ghanaian navy, as 
well as 10 ship riders from partner nations including Benin, 
Cameroon, Gabon, Nigeria, Republic of Congo and Togo. 

Simpson provides APS with a platform to give hands-on 
experience in a maritime working environment. 

Simpson commanding officer, Cmdr. Leonard Milliken 
said the hub was an opportunity for him and his crew to build 
relationships, share knowledge with Ghanaian partners and 
show off their ship. 

"The Simpson crew and I are excited about the 
opportunity of working with professionals from the Ghanaian 
navy," said Milliken. "It's an essential mission within our 
current maritime environment, bringing African solutions to 
global problems with international support." 

Hub participants will attend courses on board Simpson in 
basic first aid and basic damage control. This training furthers 
APS objectives to strengthen maritime professionals and 
develop response capabilities while encouraging regional 
integration. 

Milliken is scheduled to make office calls with senior 
leaders from Tema including Ghanaian navy base Command 

Operations Officer (COO), Cmdr. Emmanuel Kwafo; Tema 
Local Chief, Nii Adjei Kraku II; and Tema Mayor, the 
Honorable Robert Kempes Ofosuware. 

Simpson Sailors will have the opportunity to partake in 
local cultural tours including a trip to nearby Akosombo, to 
embark on a day cruise on the world´s largest man-made lake, 
and to Kakum National Park, where they'll have the 
opportunity to look down on a rain forest from a canopy walk. 

A friendly, unofficial soccer match with the Ghanaian 
navy is also scheduled for Simpson Sailors as an integral hub 
event, providing a means to enhance and enrich the APS 
training through fostering teamwork and camaraderie on the 
field and off. 

The hub will end with a reception on board Simpson, co-
hosted by U.S. Ambassador to Ghana, the Honorable Donald 
Teitelbaum, and Milliken. 

Simpson will then depart Tema and participate in a 
scheduled passing exercise (PASSEX) with the Ghanaian navy 
ship Anzone, which will involve shipboard maneuvers out at 
sea, completing the hub´s APS training. 

APS is an international security cooperation initiative, 
facilitated by Commander, U.S. Naval Forces Europe-Africa, 
aimed at strengthening global maritime partnerships through 
training and collaborative activities in order to improve 
maritime safety and security in Africa. 

Simpson is on a regularly scheduled deployment to the 
Sixth Fleet area of responsibility. 
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9. Stennis Stops In Hawaii On Way Back To Bremerton 
(KITSAP (WA) SUN 19 FEB 12) 

Pearl Harbor, Hawaii — The USS John C. Stennis is back 
in the United States. 

The Bremerton-based aircraft carrier and its strike group 
arrived for a planned port visit Friday at Joint Base Pearl 
Harbor-Hickam. 

The strike group had been deployed to the Middle East 
and Western Pacific for seven months. The Stennis air wing 

conducted 13,389 sorties in support of coalition troops in Iraq 
and Afghanistan, and rescued Iranian cargo ship Sailors from 
pirates. 

After leaving Hawaii, Stennis will head for San Diego to 
drop off its air wing, then head home to Bremerton. It's 
expected to arrive early next month. 

Return to Index 
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GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
10. Israeli Attack On Iran Would Be Destabilizing, Joint Chiefs' Dempsey Says 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 19 FEB 12) ... Katarzyna Klimasinska and Danielle Ivory 

An Israeli attack on Iran would be “destabilizing,” Army 
General Martin Dempsey, the chairman of the U.S. Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, said. 

"It's not prudent at this point to decide to attack Iran," 
Dempsey said today on CNN's "Fareed Zakaria GPS" 
program. The U.S. government is confident the Israelis 
"understand our concerns," he said. 

Amid U.S. concerns that Israel may initiate military 
action against Iran’s nuclear sites, White House National 
Security Adviser Tom Donilon began a two-day visit to Israel 
yesterday to discuss Iran and other issues, such as the turmoil 
in Syria. Iran has been under United Nations investigation 
since 2003 over suspected nuclear weapons work. 

“A strike at this time would be destabilizing and wouldn’t 
achieve their long-term objectives,” Dempsey said of the 
Israelis. “I wouldn’t suggest, sitting here today, that we’ve 
persuaded them that our view is the correct view and that they 
are acting in an ill-advised fashion.” 

Crude oil prices increased 4.8 percent in February on 
concern the tensions between Iran and Israel will lead to a 
military conflict that disrupts oil supplies from the Persian 
Gulf. Iran is OPEC’s second-biggest producer. Iranian 
officials have threatened to cut off the Strait of Hormuz, 
through which about a fifth of crude oil trade passes. 

Iran Stops Exports 
Iran has stopped exporting crude oil to French and British 

companies, the oil ministry’s news website Shana reported 
today, citing ministry spokesman Alireza Nikzad Rahbar. The 
EU agreed Jan. 23 to ban Iranian oil imports starting July 1. 

U.S. President Barack Obama signed a bill on Dec. 31 
that tightened sanctions by denying access to the U.S. 
financial system to any foreign bank that conducts business 
with the Central Bank of Iran. 

Swift, the global bank-transfer service, said last week it is 
prepared to impose sanctions against Iranian financial 
institutions once the EU sets out implementation rules. 

The UN Security Council has passed four sets of 
sanctions against nuclear officials and companies in Iran. UN 
nuclear inspectors will return to Tehran for a second time in a 
month for meetings with Iranian atomic officials Feb. 21-22. 

Iranian Politics 
Iran said last week it had installed 3,000 “new- 

generation” domestically made centrifuges at its main nuclear 
research reactor at Natanz in the center of the country, 
describing it as a “major” breakthrough. The U.S. has 
downplayed the news, with State Department spokeswoman 
Victoria Nuland calling it “hyped” in order to boost 
nationalism. 

Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu’s government 
blames Iran for last week’s car bombings of Israeli diplomatic 
vehicles in New Delhi and the Georgian capital of Tbilisi. The 
attacks come after the deaths of several Iranian nuclear 
scientists, the most recent in a Jan. 11 car bombing in Tehran 
that Iran said Israel had orchestrated. 

Dempsey said the economic sanctions imposed on Iran, as 
well as international pressure, are beginning to have an effect, 
without elaborating. 

“We are of the opinion that Iran is a rational actor,” 
Dempsey said. “We also know, or we believe we know, that 
the Iranian regime has not decided” to make a nuclear weapon, 
he said. Iran says its enrichment of uranium is for making 
power while Israel says it’s aimed at making weapons. 

Israeli View 
Israeli Defense Minister Ehud Barak called yesterday for 

“tight, ratcheted up” sanctions against Iran to force the country 
to abandon its nuclear ambitions. 

“I think there is consensus in most capitals of the world 
that Iran should not be allowed to turn into a nuclear military 
power,” Barak said at a press conference in Tokyo. 

Military action against Iran’s nuclear facilities must be 
considered before the country achieves “the same kind of 
immunity as Kim Jong Il,” Barak said, referring to the 
deceased North Korean leader who defied international 
pressure to abandon a nuclear weapons program. 

Senator John McCain of Arizona, the top Republican on 
the Senate Armed Services Committee, said today on ABC’s 
“This Week” that sanctions haven’t “deterred the Iranians so 
far.” 

Iran Seeks Talks 
Iran wants direct talks on its nuclear program at the 

“earliest possibility,” the country’s top nuclear negotiator, 
Saeed Jalili, wrote in a Feb. 14 letter to European Union 
foreign policy head Catherine Ashton. Ashton and U.S. 
Secretary State Hillary Clinton, who met in Washington Feb. 
17, welcomed the initiative. 

Germany’s Foreign Minister, Guido Westerwelle, warned 
today against further escalation in the nuclear dispute with 
Iran. 

“We will jointly examine with our partners in substance 
the Iranian offer of dialogue, which was sent in writing,” he 
said in a statement. 

Separately, Dempsey said on CNN that it’s too early to 
arm the Syrian opposition, because it’s difficult to identify. 

“I think intervening in Syria would be very difficult,” he 
said. Syria is “an arena right now for all of the various 
interests to play out. And what I mean by that is you’ve got 
great power involvement: Turkey clearly has an interest, a 
very important interest, Russia has a very important interest, 
Iran has an interest.” 

Training Syria’s Navy 
An Iranian destroyer and supply ship docked in the Syrian 

port of Tartus Feb. 17 to train Syria’s navy, after passing 
through the Suez Canal, Iran’s state-run Press TV reported 
today. Iran supports Syrian President Bashar al-Assad, who is 
being urged to quit by the U.S. and allies after an 11-month 
crackdown on protests. 

China and Russia vetoed a resolution at the UN Security 
Council earlier this month calling on Assad to step down in 
favor of an interim government. The UN estimates that more 
than 5,400 Syrians had died by the end of last year as Assad 
sought to quell protests that began in March, while Saudi 
Arabia says the death toll is at least 7,000. 

“Bashar al-Assad is a relatively weak guy” with “a lot of 
very strong people around him,” Edward Walker, former U.S. 
ambassador to Israel and Egypt, said today on CNN’s “State 
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of the Union” program. “Those people realize that if they give 
up, they are dead.” 

Michael Hayden, who served as CIA director in 
Republican President George W. Bush’s administration, 
suggested on the same program that a safe haven be created in 
northern Syria to protect the civilian population and provide 
an area for the opposition to coalesce. 

The safe area could possibly be created “under the Turks, 
but with broad international sanction,” though the idea is 
“probably not quite ready for primetime,” Hayden said. 

The “real dark scenario” is continuing with the status quo, 
Hayden said. 

“What we’re seeing now bleeding into Syria, particularly 
from Iraq, is al-Qaeda and Islamic fundamentalism,” he said. 
“As long as this stays frozen, you’ll see the opposition, I fear, 
take on more of this characteristic, and that can’t be good.” 
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11. Iran Raid Seen As A Huge Task For Israeli Jets 
(NEW YORK TIMES 20 FEB 12) ... Elisabeth Bumiller 

WASHINGTON — Should Israel decide to launch a 
strike on Iran, its pilots would have to fly more than 1,000 
miles across unfriendly airspace, refuel in the air en route, 
fight off Iran's air defenses, attack multiple underground sites 
simultaneously--and use at least 100 planes. 

That is the assessment of American defense officials and 
military analysts close to the Pentagon, who say that an Israeli 
attack meant to set back Iran's nuclear program would be a 
huge and highly complex operation. They describe it as far 
different from Israel’s “surgical” strikes on a nuclear reactor in 
Syria in 2007 and Iraq’s Osirak reactor in 1981. 

“All the pundits who talk about ‘Oh, yeah, bomb Iran,’ it 
ain’t going to be that easy,” said Lt. Gen. David A. Deptula, 
who retired last year as the Air Force’s top intelligence official 
and who planned the American air campaigns in 2001 in 
Afghanistan and in the 1991 Gulf War. 

Speculation that Israel might attack Iran has intensified in 
recent months as tensions between the countries have 
escalated. In a sign of rising American concern, Tom Donilon, 
the national security adviser, met with Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu of Israel in Jerusalem on Sunday, and 
the chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, Gen. Martin E. 
Dempsey, warned on CNN that an Israeli strike on Iran right 
now would be “destabilizing.” Similarly, the British foreign 
secretary, William Hague, told the BBC that attacking Iran 
would not be “the wise thing” for Israel to do “at this 
moment.” 

But while an Israeli spokesman in Washington, Lior 
Weintraub, said the country continued to push for tougher 
sanctions on Iran, he reiterated that Israel, like the United 
States, “is keeping all options on the table.” 

The possible outlines of an Israeli attack have become a 
source of debate in Washington, where some analysts question 
whether Israel even has the military capacity to carry it off. 
One fear is that the United States would be sucked into 
finishing the job — a task that even with America’s far larger 
arsenal of aircraft and munitions could still take many weeks, 
defense analysts said. Another fear is of Iranian retaliation. 

“I don’t think you’ll find anyone who’ll say, ‘Here’s how 
it’s going to be done — handful of planes, over an evening, in 
and out,’ ” said Andrew R. Hoehn, a former Pentagon official 
who is now director of the Rand Corporation’s Project Air 
Force, which does extensive research for the United States Air 
Force. 

Michael V. Hayden, who was the director of the Central 
Intelligence Agency from 2006 to 2009, said flatly last month 
that airstrikes capable of seriously setting back Iran’s nuclear 
program were “beyond the capacity” of Israel, in part because 

of the distance that attack aircraft would have to travel and the 
scale of the task. 

Still, a top defense official cautioned in an interview last 
week that “we don’t have perfect visibility” into Israel’s 
arsenal, let alone its military calculations. His views were 
echoed by Anthony H. Cordesman, an influential military 
analyst at the Center for Strategic and International Studies in 
Washington. “There are a lot of unknowns, there are a lot of 
potential risks, but Israel may know that those risks aren’t that 
serious,” he said. 

Given that Israel would want to strike Iran’s four major 
nuclear sites — the uranium enrichment facilities at Natanz 
and Fordo, the heavy-water reactor at Arak and the 
yellowcake-conversion plant at Isfahan — military analysts 
say the first problem is how to get there. There are three 
potential routes: to the north over Turkey, to the south over 
Saudi Arabia or taking a central route across Jordan and Iraq. 

The route over Iraq would be the most direct and likely, 
defense analysts say, because Iraq effectively has no air 
defenses and the United States, after its December withdrawal, 
no longer has the obligation to defend Iraqi skies. “That was a 
concern of the Israelis a year ago, that we would come up and 
intercept their aircraft if the Israelis chose to take a path across 
Iraq,” said a former defense official who asked for anonymity 
to discuss secret intelligence. 

Assuming that Jordan tolerates the Israeli overflight, the 
next problem is distance. Israel has American-built F-15I and 
F-16I fighter jets that can carry bombs to the targets, but their 
range — depending on altitude, speed and payload — falls far 
short of the minimum 2,000-mile round trip. That does not 
include an aircraft’s “loiter time” over a target plus the 
potential of having to fight off attacks from Iranian missiles 
and planes. 

In any possibility, Israel would have to use airborne 
refueling planes, called tankers, but Israel is not thought to 
have enough. Scott Johnson, an analyst at the defense 
consulting firm IHS Jane’s and the leader of a team preparing 
an online seminar on Israeli strike possibilities on Iran, said 
that Israel had eight KC-707 American-made tankers, 
although it is not clear they are all in operation. It is possible, 
he said, that Israel has reconfigured existing planes into 
tankers to use in a strike. 

Even so, any number of tankers would need to be 
protected by ever more fighter planes. “So the numbers you 
need just skyrocket,” Mr. Johnson said. Israel has about 125 F-
15Is and F-16Is. One possibility, Mr. Johnson said, would be 
to fly the tankers as high as 50,000 feet, making them hard for 
air defenses to hit, and then have them drop down to a lower 
altitude to meet up with the fighter jets to refuel. 
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Israel would still need to use its electronic warfare planes 
to penetrate Iran’s air defenses and jam its radar systems to 
create a corridor for an attack. Iran’s antiaircraft defenses may 
be a generation old — in 2010, Russia refused to sell Iran its 
more advanced S-300 missile system — but they are hardly 
negligible, military analysts say. 

Iranian missiles could force Israeli warplanes to maneuver 
and dump their munitions before they even reached their 
targets. Iran could also strike back with missiles that could hit 
Israel, opening a new war in the Middle East, though some 
Israeli officials have argued that the consequences would be 
worse if Iran were to gain a nuclear weapon. 

Another major hurdle is Israel’s inventory of bombs 
capable of penetrating the Natanz facility, believed to be 
buried under 30 feet of reinforced concrete, and the Fordo site, 
which is built into a mountain. 

Assuming it does not use a nuclear device, Israel has 
American-made GBU-28 5,000-pound “bunker buster” bombs 
that could damage such hardened targets, although it is unclear 
how far down they can go. 

Earlier this month, a Bipartisan Policy Center report by 
Charles S. Robb, the former Democratic senator from 
Virginia, and Charles F. Wald, a retired Air Force general, 

recommended that the Obama administration sell Israel 200 
enhanced GBU-31 “bunker busters” as well as three advanced 
refueling planes. 

The two said that they were not advocating an Israeli 
attack, but that the munitions and aircraft were needed to 
improve Israel’s credibility as it threatens a strike. 

Should the United States get involved — or decide to 
strike on its own — military analysts said that the Pentagon 
had the ability to launch big strikes with bombers, stealth 
aircraft and cruise missiles, followed up by drones that could 
carry out damage assessments to help direct further strikes. 
Unlike Israel, the United States has plenty of refueling 
capability. Bombers could fly from Al Udeid air base in Qatar, 
Diego Garcia in the Indian Ocean or bases in Britain and the 
United States. 

Nonetheless, defense officials say it would still be tough 
to penetrate Iran’s deepest facilities with existing American 
bombs and so are enhancing an existing 30,000-pound 
“Massive Ordnance Penetrator” that was specifically designed 
for Iran and North Korea. 

“There’s only one superpower in the world that can carry 
this off,” General Deptula said. “Israel’s great on a selective 
strike here and there.” 

Return to Index 
 

12. Japan Mulling Sending Warships To Strait Of Hormuz 
(JIJI PRESS (JAPAN) 20 FEB 12) 

TOKYO --The Japanese government is considering 
whether it is possible for the country to send Maritime Self-
Defense Force ships to the Strait of Hormuz to escort oil and 
gas tankers amid an growing tension in the region over Iran's 
nuclear program, informed sources said. 

Some 80 pct of crude oil and 20 pct of liquefied natural 
gas that Japan imports from the Middle East currently pass 
through the Straits of Hormuz, a crucial gateway to the Persian 
Gulf. 

It is vital for Japan to secure such imports because 
demand for use in thermal power generation is increasing 
rapidly in line with the falling operation rate of nuclear power 

plants following the accident at the Fukushima No. 1 nuclear 
plant. 

However, with Iran threatening to shut the strait to 
counter sanctions planned by the United States and Europe 
against its nuclear program, it will be difficult for Japanese-
tied carriers to go through the shipping lane if the Middle 
Eastern nation deploys naval ships and sea mines there. 

The Japanese government is thus considering dispatching 
destroyers to protect Japanese ships there, based on the SDF 
law that allows troops to be deployed for maritime security, 
sources familiar with the matter said. 
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13. Xi Wraps Up Trip; Success Seen In What Didn't Occur 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 18 FEB 12) ... Jeremy Page, Nathan Hodge and Brian Spegele 

China's Vice President Xi Jinping declared his U.S. visit a 
"full success" as he wrapped up a five-day tour that has 
offered rare insights into his personality and past, but few 
indications of how they might affect bilateral ties after he 
takes over as China's top leader in the fall. 

In the last of several clear attempts to improve the dour 
public image of Communist Party leaders, Chinese officials 
said Mr. Xi was hoping to look in on a Los Angeles Lakers 
basketball game before heading on to Europe late Friday 
night, according to Chinese officials. 

Earlier in the day, Mr. Xi told students at a Los Angeles 
high school that he liked to watch baseball and American 
football as well as the NBA, and said of his work-life balance: 
"To quote an American film, it's like 'Mission Impossible.'" 

"I can now say my visit to the United States has been a 
full success," he told the students after watching some of them 
perform a traditional Chinese dragon dance. 

Vice President Joe Biden, who joined Mr. Xi for the Los 
Angeles leg of his visit, complimented him on his efforts to 

reach out to the American people, and stressed the importance 
of personal ties in the relationship between the world's two 
largest economies over the next decade. 

"He is, like me, trying to understand the other man's 
position. You can't ask for much more than that," Mr. Biden 
said at the high school. 

Mr. Xi's relative candor and self-assured demeanor have 
come as a stark contrast with the man he is expected to 
succeed, current President Hu Jintao, who has often seemed 
awkward in public and struggled to strike a personal rapport 
with foreign or domestic audiences. 

Chinese and U.S. officials hope Mr. Xi's personal affinity 
to the U.S. will bolster trust between the world's two biggest 
economies, even as their national interests likely to 
increasingly come into conflict over the next decade. 

Mr. Xi returned to a theme that has dominated his visit at 
an economic conference Friday: "There is a view that the 
United States is the loser in bilateral economic trade 
operations, and China is the winner," he said, speaking 
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through an interpreter. "So far, both China and the U.S. are 
winners, and our cooperation is a win-win situation." 

But Mr. Biden played down the idea that Mr. Xi's more 
personable character would necessarily translate into progress 
on the many disputes between the two sides, especially on 
trade, foreign policy and defense. 

"I've been impressed by how much he wants to know 
about the detail of how our system works," Mr. Biden said, 
adding that the two had discussed the stance of individual 
members of Congress during a dinner at his residence on 
Tuesday. 

"That doesn't mean he's going to be responsive to 
everything we want or most of what we want," he said. "He's 
been very frank in telling us what China's interest and 
concerns are. He's been very frank about the economic and 
political dilemma he faces in China." Mr. Biden declined to go 
into specific details, although he said Mr. Xi had discussed the 
problems caused by China's rapidly aging population. 

Analysts, meanwhile, cautioned that Mr. Xi's performance 
in the U.S. was designed as much for a Chinese domestic 
audience as for the American one, especially his reunion on 
Wednesday in Muscatine, Iowa, with a family he stayed with 
there on a visit in 1985. 

On Friday, state-run Xinhua news agency likened the 
Iowa chat over tea to a 1979 visit by China's then paramount 
leader Deng Xiaoping to Texas, where he was photographed 
wearing a cowboy hat at a rodeo. "For the American people, 

Xi's Iowa 'tea time' has become an impressive moment in the 
China-U.S. friendship," Xinhua said. 

Coverage of Mr. Xi's visit in the state media has been 
relatively subdued otherwise—reflecting a desire not to 
upstage President Hu, or to play up the contrast between them. 

On Wednesday, following Mr. Xi's meeting with 
President Barack Obama, the Communist Party's flagship 
People's Daily newspaper ran a news account of the meeting at 
the bottom of the front page, with a small accompanying 
photo. Two large photos of Mr. Hu ran at the top of the page 
that day. 

Still, some Chinese political analysts said the relatively 
unscripted Iowa stopover underscored Mr. Xi's increased role. 

"This reflects that Hu Jintao, in this moment, is 
giving…respect and leeway to his No. 1 associate," said Shi 
Yinhong, an expert on U.S.-China relations at Renmin 
University in Beijing. "It also reflects [Mr. Xi's] position as 
the future top leader has been quite solidified." 

For some U.S. experts, however, Mr. Xi's visit was short 
on substance. Mr. Xi managed to avoid making gaffes; 
hecklers or protesters did not disrupt high-profile events 
despite repeated demonstrations by Tibetan activists; and U.S. 
and Chinese officials kept any sharp discussions behind closed 
doors. 

"The fact that there was no story is in itself a story," said 
June Teufel Dreyer, a professor of political science at the 
University of Miami. 
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14. Taiwan Navy Asks For Funds For 8 New Subs 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 20 FEB 12) 

TAIPEI — Taiwan's navy will ask parliament to fund the 
purchase of up to eight new submarines within the next two 
months, reviving an acquisition that has been in limbo for over 
a decade, local media said Feb. 20. 

The navy may not necessarily buy U.S. technology and is 
looking at three different countries as potential suppliers, the 
United Daily News reported. 

In April 2001, then-U.S. President George W. Bush 
approved the sale of eight conventional submarines as part of 
Washington's most comprehensive arms package to the island 
since 1992. 

Since then, however, there has been little progress as the 
U.S. has not built conventional submarines for more than 40 
years, and Germany and Spain had reportedly declined to offer 
their designs for fear of offending China. 

But the United Daily News said new options have 
emerged lately as three countries have offered either to help 
Taiwan build submarines or sell the island several German-
built submarines. It did not name the three countries. 

"Purchasing submarines from the United States has been 
given top priority in the past years and will remain so in the 
future," the Taiwan navy said in a response to the report. "But 
if there are any other sources to provide submarines, they are 
also welcome." 

Taiwan's navy operates a fleet of four submarines, but 
only two of them, both Dutch-built, could be deployed in the 
event of war. The other two were built by the U.S. in the 
1940s. 

Ties between Taipei and Beijing have improved markedly 
since Ma Ying-jeou of the China-friendly Kuomintang party 
came to power in 2008 promising to boost trade links and 
allow more Chinese tourists to visit the island. 

But Beijing still sees the island as part of its territory 
awaiting reunification, by force if necessary, even though 
Taiwan has governed itself since 1949 at the end of a civil 
war. 

China has repeatedly threatened to invade Taiwan should 
the island declare formal independence, prompting Taipei to 
seek more advanced weapons. 
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15. South Korea Ends Naval Drill Near The North’s Coast 
(NEW YORK TIMES 20 FEB 12) ... Choe Sang-Hun 

SEOUL, South Korea — South Korean marines 
conducted live-fire exercises around five islands close to the 
southern coast of North Korea on Monday as the North 
warned it might retaliate with artillery attacks. But the drill 
ended without immediate provocation from the North Korean 
military, the South’s Defense Ministry said. 

Many of the 8,700 civilians living in the islands fled to 
bomb shelters while others stayed at home, island authorities 
said. Using megaphones, civil servants escorted villagers to 
bunkers and schools behind hills facing the North. The islands 
are within the range of North Korea’s coastal artillery, which 
attacked one of them, Yeonpyeong, in November 2010, killing 
two marines and two civilians. 
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North Korea also announced plans on Monday to convene 
a Workers’ Party conference in mid-April, giving its new 
leader, Kim Jong-un, an opportunity to inherit top party posts 
held by his father, Kim Jong-il, before his death in December. 

Although the exact date and agenda were not disclosed, 
such conferences in the past have been used by the leaders of 
North Korea to bolster their authority. Mr. Kim and his closest 
aides were expected to tighten the top party ranks by doling 
out key party posts among themselves and those most closely 
tied to him, analysts said. 

“The April party conference means that North Korea is 
intent on an early completion of power transfer to Kim Jong-
un,” said Cheong Seong-chang, an analyst at the Sejong 
Institute in South Korea. “It is likely that those party elders 
who didn’t play key role in Kim Jong-un’s consolidation of 
power will recede and those younger and closer to him will 
make their way into the party’s Central Committee and get 
promoted.” 

The last party conference took place in September 2010. 
During that meeting, which was the first party gathering in 30 
years, Mr. Kim made his debut as his father’s successor and 
was made vice chairman of the party’s Central Military 
Commission. 

Following Kim Jong-il’s death on Dec. 17, North Korea 
upheld the son as supreme commander of the Korean People’s 
Army. But Mr. Kim, believed to be still in his late 20s, has yet 
to assume the other top titles his father had held, including 
general secretary of the party and chairman of its Central 
Military Commission. 

In his last years, Kim Jong-il ruled the country as 
chairman of the National Defense Commission. He made the 
commission the top governing agency after making the 
presidency permanently vacant in memory of his father, Kim 
Il-sung, the North’s founding president, who died in 1994. 
Analysts said that Kim Jong-un may take the top commission 
title or make his father the commission’s “eternal chairman” 
and create a new governing agency through a constitutional 

revision. Either step requires action through the North’s 
rubber-stamp legislature, which usually meets in early April. 

“If that happens, by April, Kim Jong-un will likely have 
acquired all the top titles of the party, state and military,” said 
Chang Yong-seok, senior researcher at Seoul National 
University’s Institute for Peace and Unification Studies. 

The two-hour South Korean exercise on Monday came 
three days before American and North Korean officials were 
to meet in Beijing for the first senior-level talks since October. 
Washington was trying to persuade North Korea to suspend 
operations at its uranium-enrichment plant and return to six-
nation talks on ending its nuclear weapons program. The 
Beijing meeting on Thursday will give the Americans the first 
serious opportunity to judge Pyongyang’s intentions since 
Kim Jong-il’s death. 

North Korea claims the waters around the five South 
Korean islands, which are patrolled by South Korean 
warships, and seldom fails to vow “merciless” retaliation 
when the South Korean military conducts exercises there. The 
navies of the two Koreans fought skirmishes in the waters in 
1999, 2002 and 2009. The North Korean barrage in November 
2010 prompted the South Korean artillery in Yeonpyeong to 
launch a counterattack on gun positions on the North Korean 
shore. 

In recent weeks, North Korea has escalated its rhetoric, 
targeting a series of joint military drills planned by South 
Korea and the United States, which also began a five-day joint 
anti-submarine drill in the Yellow Sea on Monday, though 
officials said it was taking place further south from the 
disputed border with North Korea. They strengthened such a 
drill after Seoul accused Pyongyang of torpedoing a South 
Korean warship with the loss of 46 lives in the Yellow Sea in 
March 2010. The North denied it sank the ship. 

The American and South Korean militaries also begin 
their major annual drill known as Key Resolve on Feb. 27. 
Separately, a joint air, ground and naval field training exercise 
known as Foal Eagle will be held from March 1 to April 30. 
About 28,500 American troops are stationed in South Korea. 
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16. Putin Outlines Push For Stronger Military 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 20 FEB 12) 

MOSCOW — Prime Minister Vladimir Putin said Feb. 20 
that Russia had launched "unprecedented" steps to boost the 
army as he played up his strongman credentials ahead of 
March 4 presidential polls he is likely to win. 

"We have approved and are carrying out unprecedented 
programs to develop the armed forces and modernize Russia's 
military defense complex," Putin wrote in state newspaper 
Rossiiskaya Gazeta as he bids for a third Kremlin term. 

In the next decade, Russia will acquire more than 400 
intercontinental ballistic missiles, eight nuclear-armed 
submarines and around 20 non-nuclear submarines, more than 
600 warplanes and 28 S-400 missile defense systems, he said. 

"In total, we are allocating around 23 trillion rubles ($773 
billion) in the next decade for these aims," Putin wrote. 

The newspaper article came out as Putin visited the far 
eastern city of Komsomolsk-on-Amur, which has a defense 
plant making Sukhoi fighter jets. 

Russia a year ago said that 19 trillion rubles ($639 billion) 
had been allocated to a military development plan running 

through to 2020 and the defense ministry gave many of the 
same hardware acquisition figures. 

While Putin as prime minister for the last four years has 
not headed the armed forces, his latest article implicitly 
suggests he will be the one to see the plan through, without 
mentioning the elections. 

"We must not tempt anyone with our weakness," he said, 
drawing historic parallels with World War II and citing the 
then Soviet forces' leader Marshal Georgy Zhukov. "Therefore 
we will never in any circumstances give away our potential of 
strategic deterrence and will strengthen it." 

Russia must implement strong countermeasures to 
respond to NATO's planned deployment of a missile shield in 
Europe, he said, continuing a debate that has simmered for 
nearly a decade. 

"The time demands decisive steps to strengthen a single 
system of air and space defense of our country,” Putin wrote. 
“We are being pushed toward these actions by the policy of 
the United States and NATO on the question of deploying a 
missile shield." 
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He said Russia should not try to create a "costly" rival 
shield but that its strategic nuclear forces and air and space 
defense forces should aim to "overcome any system of missile 
defense." 

"Russia's military and technical response to a global 
American missile shield and its segment in Europe will be 
effective and asymmetrical," he said. 

He admitted deep problems with the military industrial 
complex, however, saying that while the armed forces should 
back domestic plants, it was "unacceptable" for them to buy 
obsolete technology. 

"In the next decade, we must fully make up for our 
lagging behind," he said. 

Military affairs analyst Alexander Golts said Putin had 
shown strong backing for reform of the Russian army, a plan 
that has provoked a backlash within the armed forces against 
Defence Minister Anatoly Serdyukov. 

Serdyukov has argued the reforms are essential to 
eradicate Soviet-era military structures, but more conservative 

elements fear they will undermine the army's status as a key 
pillar of society. 

"What is most important about the article is that he is 
endorsing the army reforms despite all the criticism they have 
recently been facing, and backing the defense minister," Golts 
said. 

Putin also promised to revive the prestige of the armed 
forces and boost their professional contingent to 70 percent of 
one million members, while improving living conditions and 
salaries for officers. 

But Alexander Konovalov, an analyst at the Centre for 
Strategic Assessment, was skeptical about Putin's idea that the 
sector would become a driving force for the economy as a 
whole. 

"The money will be allocated and siphoned off, but 
without reform of the military industrial complex and its 
'perestroika' on market principles, it will simply not survive," 
Konovalov said. 
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17. Bulava Missile More Dangerous To Russia Than To Enemy - Experts 
(RIA NOVOSTI 20 FEB 12) 

MOSCOW - Russian experts on Monday questioned how 
wise it is to adopt the troubled Bulava intercontinental missile 
for service, suggesting it would cause more security problems 
than it would solve, the Kommersant daily said. 

First Deputy Defense Minister Alexander Sukhorukov 
said on Sunday a presidential decree putting the missile into 
operation was drafted and ready to be signed. 

However, military analyst Viktor Baranets said it was a 
“reckless” and “dangerous” move since the missile was 
underdeveloped. 

“In its current form the missile could be even more 
dangerous for the [Russian] navy than for an enemy navy,” he 
said. 

President Dmitry Medvedev said in late December that 
the Bulava SLBM flight tests were completed and it will now 
be adopted for service with the Russian Navy. 

Russia successfully test launched two Bulava missiles on 
December 23. 

Only 11 of 18 or 19 test launches of the troubled Bulava 
have been officially declared successful. 

However, some analysts suggest that in reality the number 
of failures is considerably higher. Russian military expert 
Pavel Felgenhauer said that of the Bulava's first 12 test 
launches, only one was entirely successful. 

Despite several previous failures officially blamed on 
manufacturing faults, the Russian military has insisted that 
there is no alternative to the Bulava. 

The Bulava (SS-NX-30) SLBM, developed by the 
Moscow Institute of Thermal Technology (since 1998), carries 
up to 10 MIRV warheads and has a range of over 8,000 
kilometers (5,000 miles). The three-stage ballistic missile is 
designed for deployment on Borey-class nuclear submarines. 
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18. Head Of Canadian Navy Says Climate Change Boosts Need For Bigger Presence In Arctic 
(CANADIAN PRESS 19 FEB 12) ... Bill Graveland 

CALGARY - The head of the Royal Canadian Navy says 
Canada needs to bolster its military presence in the Arctic to 
prepare for a boom in human and economic activity resulting 
largely from climate change. 

Global warming is thought to be occurring faster in the 
North than anywhere else. The gradual disappearance of sea 
ice is opening up commercial shipping as well as previously 
inaccessible areas rich with oil, natural gas and mineral 
resources. 

"From a naval perspective, climate change probably 
means there will be more open water, so the Arctic Ocean will 
really emerge as the Arctic Ocean," Vice-Admiral Paul 
Maddison, Commander of the Royal Canadian Navy, said in a 
recent interview. 

"It also means ... that the circumpolar route will probably 
open to international shipping from Asia to Europe sometime 
in this century — probably a lot earlier than most people 
predicted a few years ago," he said. 

"I know that major shipping companies are planning now 
to be able to have ships that are first-year ice capable sailing 
out of Singapore and over the pole into Rotterdam. 

"That's a game changer in my view ... a shorter distance 
so less time, less money." 

Prime Minister Stephen Harper has been vocal about 
asserting Canada's sovereignty in the region. As part of the 
government's national shipbuilding strategy, new icebreakers 
and Arctic off-shore patrol ships are on order. Maddison said 
the first patrol ship is expected in 2015. 

He would like to see even more resources put into 
improving the navy's surveillance abilities in the North. 

"I definitely see room for more investment in surveillance 
capacity, persistent surveillance capacity in the Arctic ... to 
provide a more real-time operating picture of what’s going 
on.” 

Maddison said that would include space-based assets, 
unmanned aerial drones, submarines under the ice and a 
human presence on Canadian ships. 
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"We will want to know what's happening. The economic 
activity is attracting a greater human footprint, so that brings 
greater opportunity. But it also brings risk — risk of pollution 
incidents, risk of search-and-rescue incidents, risk from a 
public-health perspective." 

The number of navy personnel shrunk to about 8,500 
during the Canadian mission to Afghanistan, Maddison said, 
so recruitment has been a major focus. 

There are now 9,500 regular force sailors and 3,500 in the 
reserves. Maddison said he would like even more. 

"I could generate a demand to grow the navy by about a 
thousand more," he said. 

"That demand would go onto the table with others at a 
time when there are pressures on the department's budget ... At 

the end of the day I will sit around the table with my 
colleagues, with the chief of defence staff, and we will have 
these discussions and we'll see where they lead." 

Maddison said he looks at the 21st century as a maritime 
century and one in which the Canadian navy will have a 
bigger role in protecting Canada's commercial interests 
internationally, providing humanitarian assistance and being a 
strong buffer for the battle against drug and human trafficking, 
as well as piracy. 

"The traditional role of navies has not changed for 
centuries. Navies are about influencing events such that free 
trade is enabled and that conflicts are avoided," he explained. 

"However, when conflict is unavoidable, navies are there 
prepared to engage in combat and to prevail." 
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19. Marine Receives Purple Heart 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 16 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Ryan Riley, Navy Public Affairs Support Element 
West NW Det. 

SILVERDALE, Wash. -- A Marine Staff Sgt. received a 
Purple Heart during a ceremony held at Bangor Cinema Plus 
theater on Naval Base Kitsap (NBK) Bangor, Feb. 16. 

Marine Staff Sgt. Chris Rangel, S3 operations assistant 
chief, Marine Corps Security Force Battalion Bangor, received 
a Purple Heart after suffering a traumatic brain injury (TBI) 
caused by an improvised explosive device (IED) during an 
airborne operation while deployed to Afghanistan in 2009. 

"I was the eleventh vehicle in a patrol whose sole purpose 
was to find IEDs," said Rangel. "But with my luck, I found it 
with my truck." 

Rangel said it was about 60 to 80 pounds of homemade 
explosives (HME) on a pressure plate that detonated right 
under his seat. 

"It blew out my [communications], so luckily I was 
coherent enough to pop smoke for our secondary form of 
communication to let everybody know, hey, we are good to 
go." 

The sweep team then patrolled the area, checking for 
secondary IEDs so the corpsman could safely extract Rangel. 

Rangel's wife, a nurse at Madigan Army Medical Center, 
expressed the importance of the role as a military spouse. 

"I'm finding out all the details of what happened years 
later," she said. "He knew I'd probably freak out and worry. 
[You need to] be strong and supportive and know that there 
are going to be days they don't want to talk about it. Try to be 
understanding and don't be angry with them if it's something 
they don't want to share with you." 

Rangel said that after three years, it feels good to get the 
recognition. 

"It's been a long time coming. It's the eighth IED I have 
sustained over four different deployments so it feels good to 
get taken care of." 

The Purple Heart, originally called the Badge of Military 
Merit, is the oldest military decoration awarded today. 
Designed by Gen. George Washington during the American 
Revolution, it was initially only awarded to those serving in 
the Army until former President John F. Kennedy extended 
the medal to cover all service members in all future wars. 

Return to Index 
 

20. Navy Surgeon General Calls For Enhanced Healthcare IT Collaboration 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 20 FEB 12) ... U.S. Navy Bureau of Medicine and Surgery Public Affairs 

LAS VEGAS -- The top medical officer for the U.S. Navy 
and Marine Corps called for enhanced healthcare information 
management collaboration among the services and other 
federal healthcare agencies at the annual Tri-Service Medical 
Information Management Symposium (TMIMS), Feb. 17. 

Speaking to an audience of more than 1,000 military and 
civilian healthcare professionals, Vice Adm. Matthew L. 
Nathan, the 37th Surgeon General of the Navy, stated he 
believes that by effectively coalescing medical information 
technology resources, the military will enhance healthcare 
access, wellness and continuity of care for service members, 
their families and veterans. 

"We will not make true headway on the cost or access to 
healthcare without leveraging information management and 
information technology (IM/IT) at all levels of care," said 

Nathan. "We must find common solutions to improve 
efficiencies and provide quality outcomes." 

Nathan said that the military has already seen payoffs in 
the enhanced IM/IT innovations during a decade of war and 
that the unprecedented survivability rate on the battlefield 
today can be attributed to the work of the military healthcare 
IM/IT teams. 

"During the wounded warrior care mission, we've used 
state of the art communication technology to improve patient 
care from theater-level medical facilities near the battlefield, 
to tertiary medical centers in the United States," said Nathan. 
"Military medical advancements coupled with heroic work 
during ten years of war have led to a 97 percent survival rate 
for coalition casualties, the lowest mortality rate amongst 
trauma victims coming out of any war in history." 
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Nathan stated that medical technologies were at the 
forefront of the military's ability to move a patient from point 
of injury on the battlefield to a military or veterans hospital in 
the United States in three to five days, as compared to the 45-
60 days it once took during the Vietnam War. 

"The complex monitoring systems that travel with the 
patient on U.S. Air Force C-17 MEDEVAC (medical 
evacuation) missions from Afghanistan to Landstuhl, 
Germany are a key element of our success in saving the lives 
of our warriors today," said Nathan. "You should be proud of 
the innovations you've helped design as they have made a 
difference. You've changed lives and made them better." 

According to Verlin Harlan, Chief Information Officer for 
the U.S. Navy Bureau of Medicine and Surgery, the Navy is 
working with its sister services on exploring ways to 
modernize the military's healthcare network by improving 
bandwidth and other updates that will provide for a better 
system to support the warfighter and their family, on and off 
the battlefield. 

"The theme of this year's conference of linking people, 
potential and progress encapsulates the proactive attitude 
prevalent in the IM/IT community," said Hardin. "They are 
driven to enhance to the fullest current capability and quickly 
develop new technologies to become an enabler for military 
medicine from the foxhole to the recovery room." 

As the former commander of the Walter Reed National 
Military Medical Center in Bethesda, Md., Nathan said he has 
seen the synergy that comes from joint collaboration. He said 
the services must now work together to translate the lessons 
learned on the battlefield to the military healthcare system in 
the United States as the military begins to reset after a decade 
of war. 

"IM/IT innovation will be a pillar on our way forward," 
said Nathan. "You all will be involved in helping decide 
whether the military healthcare system is sustainable in the 
years to come. We've come lightyears since the early days of 
military medicine, but we'll need new innovations and joint 
solutions to take us to where we need to be." 

The Tri-Service Medical Information Management 
Symposium (TMIMS) is an annual conference that is held in 
conjunction with the Healthcare Information and Management 
Systems Society (HIMSS) Conference and Exhibition. HIMSS 
provides keynote speakers addressing leading issues, 
educational sessions, exhibitions and connections to 
physicians, nurses, administrators, pharmacists, payers and 
other key players in healthcare IT. TMIMS precedes the 
HIMSS Conference and Exhibition and is focused on both 
Navy and joint IM/IT throughout the Military Health System. 

Nathan became Navy surgeon general and Chief of the 
Navy's Bureau of Medicine and Surgery in November 2011. 
As the chief executive officer of U.S. Navy Medicine, he 
oversees a global healthcare network of 63,000 Navy Medical 
personnel around the world who provide high quality health 
care to more than one million eligible beneficiaries. Navy 
Medicine personnel deploy with Sailors and Marines 
worldwide, providing critical mission support aboard ship, in 
the air, under the sea and on the battlefield. 

Navy Surgeon General Recognizes Navy Healthcare 
IM/IT Managers 

The top medical officer for the U.S. Navy and Marine 
Corps presided over the 2012 Captain Joan Dooling Awards 

during the annual Tri-Service Medical Information 
Management Symposium (TMIMS) Symposium Feb. 17. 

The Dooling Award for Information Professional 
Excellence was established to spotlight outstanding 
achievements of individuals or groups in the healthcare 
information management and information technology (IM/IT) 
areas. 

Capt. Joan Dooling was a pioneer who laid the ground 
work for the automated patient flow between facilities of all 
services, using open systems architecture as just one of her 
many accomplishments. 

"This award is to recognize the amazing passion and 
capabilities of those whose hard work we sometimes take for 
granted," said Navy Surgeon General Vice Adm. Matthew L. 
Nathan. "Our IM/IT community must be a competitive and 
celebrated part of Navy medicine, which is taking us to the 
next step in the evolution in healthcare. We will embrace, 
celebrate and perpetuate their achievements." 

Before the ceremony, a special award was presented to 
Dooling for her pioneering efforts in healthcare IM/IT for the 
Department of Defense while she was on active duty. 

"I offer you my sincere gratitude and appreciation for 
your work and leadership," said Nathan. "Your passion paves 
the way for the healthcare innovations we've accomplished 
today." 

Dooling was honored to receive the award and proud of 
the opportunities she had in the Navy. She expressed optimism 
for the innovations that are on the horizon. 

"We are at a point where we are about to make another 
historic leap in information management," said Dooling. 

This year's individual awards were presented to Lt.j.g. 
Jesse Stewart of Naval Hospital Lemoore for Professional 
Officer of the Year; Dean M. Ricario of Naval Medical Center 
San Diego for the Civilian Professional of the Year; and Lt. 
Cmdr. Mark T. Young for the Information Professional 
Officer of the Year. 

The Theater Medical Information Program Maritime 
(TMIP-M) Team received the award for Information 
Professional Multi-facility Team of the Year; Naval Hospital 
Yokosuka's Information Management/Information 
Technology Department was recognized as the Information 
Professional Team of the Year; and NATO Role 3 
Multinational Medical Unit/Task Force Medical South S6 
Team won the award for Information Professional Operational 
Team of the Year. 

"This year's recipients were chosen from an impressive 
group of IM/IT professionals that have made notable 
contributions in the field of military healthcare despite limited 
resources," said Verlin Hardin, Chief Information Officer, 
Navy Bureau of Medicine and Surgery. "As the military resets 
after the past decade of combat operations, we must continue 
to develop innovative and fiscally responsible solutions so that 
we continue to be good stewards of our taxpayer dollars." 

Cmdr. Rick McCarthy, Chief Information Officer for 
Naval Medical Center, Portsmouth was honored to accept an 
award on behalf of the Navy IM/IT team at the NATO Role 3 
hospital in Kandahar, a command that is run by the Navy. 

"The efforts of the team and this award reflect the 
commitment and the dedication of the two teams who did an 
amazing job over the year in support of the warfighters in 
Afghanistan," said McCarthy. 
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The Tri-Service Medical Information Management 
Symposium (TMIMS) is an annual conference that is held in 
conjunction with the Healthcare Information and Management 
Systems Society (HIMSS) Conference and Exhibition. HIMSS 
provides keynote speakers addressing leading issues, 

educational sessions, exhibitions and connections to 
physicians, nurses, administrators, pharmacists, payers and 
other key players in healthcare IT. TMIMS precedes the 
HIMSS Conference and Exhibition and is focused on both 
Navy and joint IM/IT throughout the Military Health System. 
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21. Budget Calls For Officer Drawdown 
Enlisted force to increase after last year’s cuts 
(NAVY TIMES 27 FEB 12) ... Sam Fellman 

Cuts have hit the enlisted side hard. Last year’s enlisted 
retention boards are sending home 2,946 sailors, most of 
whom aren’t eligible for retirement, and the senior enlisted 
continuation board from December is forcing 593 E-7s to E-9s 
to retire, a tally nearly double that of the previous year. 

In contrast, only 124 officers were forced into retirement 
last year — but now, reductions may be in store for officers, 
too. 

The Navy, in the official budget released Feb. 13, lowered 
its target for the size of the officer corps by 1,045, a 2 percent 
drop. Hitting the new target would mean axing 1,822 officers 
by Sept. 30, 2013. The new end strength is also 2,181 officers 
below the number currently projected for Sept. 30 of this year, 
according to estimates in the budget. 

Personnel officials said the lower end strength doesn’t 
necessarily entail involuntary cuts. 

“Our plan is to stabilize enlisted end strength and 
gradually draw down officer end strength,” said Cmdr. Kathy 
Kesler, spokeswoman for the chief of naval personnel. “This 
gradual, deliberate reduction in officers is necessary to meet 
our fiscal controls, while minimizing risks to readiness and 
officer community health.” The reduction stems from reduced 
manpower requirements, including an anticipated decrease in 
the number of individual augmentees, Kesler said. Last year, 
the Navy stood down eight commands, including 2nd Fleet. 
The Navy also intends to retire seven cruisers and two dock 
landing ships early, in fiscal years 2013 and 2014, according 
to the latest budget. 

The Navy will reduce the size of the officer corps using 
“voluntary measures to the maximum extent possible before 
resorting to involuntary actions,” Kesler said. 

So far this year, the Navy has only announced a selective 
early retirement board for oceanography and Supply Corps O-
5s and O-6s; it is expected to retire a total of 19 officers. An 
involuntary retirement board was also used last year. Kesler 
said other measures to trim the officer ranks over the next two 
years were “pre-decisional” and declined to answer questions 
about specific measures that may be used. 

On the other hand, the enlisted force is expected to grow. 
Enlisted end strength for 2013 is 266,912 — an increase of 
2,091 from the force’s projected size at the end of this year 
and 766 above the current size. 

How It Might Work 
End strength is not a hard-and-fast number. Before last 

year, the Navy clocked in above authorized officer end 
strength for five consecutive years. In 2003, the fleet had an 
excess of 1,156 officers. 

This requires the Navy to reprogram money, either within 
the military personnel account or from other places. 
Sometimes, it may even require a supplemental appropriation 
for more money from Congress. However, CNP has some 

leeway. It can exceed total end strength by 2 percent before it 
needs a waiver from the service’s civilian leadership. 

There’s an imbalance between officer and enlisted end 
strength this fiscal year. Officers are projected to exceed it 
substantially, but enlisted — due in part to ERB — are 
expected to fall well short, according to estimates provided in 
the budget. 

This excess isn’t likely to trigger a waiver. The excess, 
projected to be 1,136 officers by this fall, still amounts to less 
than 1 percent of total manpower and is likely to be offset by 
enlisted shortfalls. 

One likely solution to the end-strength overage is shifting 
money within the military personnel account, said a CNP 
budget official who spoke on condition of anonymity to 
discuss ways CNP could handle future situations. It’s likely 
that without a faster economic recovery, the official added, the 
Navy will face a sizable officer excess again in 2013. 

Nonetheless, the lower end-strength target shows the 
Navy plans to reduce the size of the officer corps one way or 
another, a former personnel official said. 

“Is that number achievable? Absolutely,” said the former 
official, who asked for anonymity because of business ties to 
the Navy. “They’re going to [get] there some way.” The Navy 
has a number of tools at its disposal to redraw the officer 
corps. The following authorities were signed into law Dec. 31 
by President Obama and can be used through 2018: 

 Temporary early retirement authority. Permits 
service members with 15 years or more of service to 
retire early. This measure has already been offered to 
roughly 300 sailors cut by ERB. 

 Voluntary separation incentive. During the last 
drawdown, in the 1990s, VSI was given as an 
annuity. Payments were equal to 2.5 percent of a 
service member’s last year of basic pay and were 
paid for twice the number of years served on active 
duty. 

 Special separation benefit. Also used in the 1990s, 
payment came in a lump sum equal to 15 percent of 
final monthly pay multiplied by 12 and then 
multiplied by the number of years on active duty. 

 Voluntary retirement incentive. Officers with 20 to 
29 years of service can voluntarily retire with an 
incentive payment of up to one year of basic pay. 

Also available to shape the force are selective early 
retirement boards — retention reviews for eligible officers. 

Personnel managers can also reduce the number of 
officers who enter the Navy or allow some junior officers to 
opt out of their service commitments. But those cuts must be 
carefully balanced with cuts to mid- and late-career officers so 
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the Navy isn’t starved of a particular year-group of officers in 
the long term, explained one Navy manpower expert. 

“It’s trying to have a balanced approach so that you don’t 
take all of the cuts in one part of the longevity profile,” said 
David Rodney, director of fleet and operational manpower 
analyses at CNA’s Center for Naval Analyses in Alexandria, 
Va. “I don’t think there’s a magic formula for how you do 

this.” One retired admiral suggested a simpler solution: “I’d be 
really surprised if they could not handle that number by 
normal attrition,” said retired Vice Adm. Norbert Ryan, a 
former chief of naval personnel in 2002 who is now president 
of the Military Officers Association of America. “I’m not sure 
they’d even have to use any of the force-shaping things that 
they have.” 
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22. Senior Enlisted Board To Force Out Nearly 600 
(NAVY TIMES 27 FEB 12) ... Mark D. Faram 

The number of senior enlisted members chosen for 
retirement by this year’s senior enlisted continuation board is 
nearly twice as large as last year’s figure. 

Personnel officials say this is a sign that this 
“performance-based” board — one without mandatory quota 
— ensures everyone gets a fair shake. 

The board, which convened Dec. 5, reviewed the records 
of 7,684 retirement-eligible active-duty, full-time support and 
selected reserve members E-7 through E-9. All had more than 
19 years of service and at least three years’ time in grade. 

Of those, 593 will be forced to transfer to the fleet reserve 
or retire by Sept. 30. The increase in the numbers, officials 
say, is due in part to the experience gained in previous boards. 

“We had a very well-written precept for this board that 
reflected three years of lessons learned,” said Capt. Leo 
Falardeau, head of Navy Personnel Command’s career 
progression department, or PERS 8, which hosts all selection 
boards at the command. “It was well laid out, and substandard 
and marginal performance indicators were very clear.” 
Falardeau said missing evaluations or gaps in performance 
records continued to be a problem and were a “significant 
factor.” Falardeau also said board members were affected by 
last year’s enlisted retention boards, which resulted in the 
senior enlisted board being postponed to the end of the year. 

“It wasn’t anything that was openly discussed at all, but it 
was on everyone’s mind when this board convened,” 
Falardeau said. “We’d just separated some sailors, and some 
of them did nothing wrong, and now we’re looking at these 
more senior enlisted guys who are getting a retirement — I 
just think their scrutiny was a little more focused when it came 
to identifying substandard or marginal performance.” 
Falardeau said the extra scrutiny is not a sign the board was 
unfair. 

“That heightened awareness shouldn’t be taken the wrong 
way,” he said. “We’re not a zero-defect outfit, either, as there 
were people who had performance indicators in their record 
and their futures were debated in the tank — and they were 
ultimately retained.” Personnel officials announced Feb. 14 
that senior enlisted members could log in to BUPERS Online 
to check their status. Commanding officers began notification 
of those forced to retire Jan. 31. 

This was the third consecutive year the Navy held such a 
board. The 2010 board retired 336 active, reserve and FTS 
members. In 2009, the board’s first year, 158 active-duty 
members were told to retire or transfer to the fleet reserve; that 
board only considered active-duty members. 

Another board will be conducted this year for fiscal 2013, 
officials said. 
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23. Lowest Pay Raise In Decades Possible For Troops 
(STARS AND STRIPES 21 FEB 12) ... Leo Shane III 

WASHINGTON -- Troops could see their lowest pay 
raises in four decades -- far below what their civilian peers 
will get -- if proposed changes are made in the way military 
raises are calculated. 

Since 1999, defense officials have tied the annual military 
pay raise to the Employment Cost Index, the Department of 
Labor’s calculation in the rise in private sector wages. Military 
raises for 2013 and 2014 would be tied to the ECI but 
separated from the index in 2015, dropping to a flat 0.5 
percent rate. That would be the lowest annual pay increase 
troops have seen since the start of the all-volunteer military in 
1973. 

In 2016, the rate would rise to 1 percent, not linked to the 
ECI. In 2017, it’d be 1.5 percent, regardless of private-sector 
rates. 

For a mid-career enlisted servicemember, for example, 
the raise would be more than $1,000 a year less under the new 
formula. For most officers with 10 years’ experience, it’s 
$2,000 less a year. 

Pentagon officials said last week that the plans are only 
tentative. The pay raises will not be official until Congress 
approves them each year. 

But they said they’re making the plans public now to 
“give time for military personnel to accommodate these 
changes.” And unless the Defense Department sees dramatic 
changes in its budget realities, the lower pay raises will be 
needed to help rein in personnel costs and reach almost $500 
billion in savings over the next decade. 

Pentagon comptroller Robert Hale said officials aren’t 
considering any pay reductions or freezes, only limits on the 
annual raises. But for troops who have seen only modest pay 
hikes in recent years, the moves will mean almost stagnant 
wages as the cost of living continues to rise. 

For the last decade, troops have seen pay hikes above the 
ECI, as lawmakers worked to close the gap between troops’ 
basic pay and civilian salaries. Next year’s proposed 1.7 
percent military pay jump matches the national compensation 
rates, leaving troop pay raises on par with those of their 
civilian peers. 

The ECI projection for 2014 is 2 percent. The raises 
would hit 3.3 percent in 2015 and 3.5 percent for the four 
years after that, if Congressional Budget Office predictions 
hold true. 
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Using the unlinked military raises for 2015 through 2017 
could create a gap worth thousands of dollars between troops 
and their civilian peers. 

In unveiling the numbers to reporters last week, Hale 
quipped that “the out years never come” in budget planning. 
He said he hopes to find ways to protect troops’ future 
paychecks. 

“If it turns out that we don’t believe we can attract and 
retain the people we need with those lower raises, we’ll find a 
way to not do them in the out years,” he said. “At the moment, 
we think we can, and therefore it’s a reasonable proposal.” 

Todd Harrison, senior fellow for defense studies at the 
Center for Strategic and Budgetary Assessments, said the big 
concern for troops shouldn’t be the specific numbers Hale 
cited, but the reality that there are few ways officials can bring 
down personnel costs. 

“If not pay, then maybe they have to start looking at the 
number of troops they have instead, or at other benefits,” he 

said. “And there are limits to how much they want to do to 
those other things.” 

The fiscal 2013 pay raise of 1.7 percent adds $1.1 billion 
to the defense budget’s personnel bottom line and creates 
recurring costs in the future. Hale estimated that the reduced 
pay raise plan would save $16.5 billion over five years. 

Steve Strobridge, director of government relations for 
Military Officers Association of America, said he is frustrated 
that the Pentagon would even consider decoupling the raises 
from private sector figures. 

“Granted, right now it’s years out in the future, but any 
time they talk about lower pay raises, it’s a huge red flag,” he 
said. 

“Pay comparability is the underpinning of the all-
volunteer force. Just because retention is fine now, that’s not 
an excuse. We’ve seen the big pay gaps before. That’s why we 
had to have all the plus-ups over the last decade.” 
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24. 2012 Military Saves Week Campaign Kicks Off 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 20 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Mikelle D. Smith, Defense Media Activity-Navy 

WASHINGTON -- Fleet and Family Support Centers 
(FFSC) on military installations worldwide will be 
participating in the 2012 Military Saves Week Campaign, Feb. 
19-26. 

The campaign's purpose is to develop a military command 
climate that supports sensible financial behavior by focusing 
on financial literacy education, by supporting available 
savings products, and by encouraging servicemembers and 
their families to take action. 

"We employ a variety of resources, as well as partnerships 
throughout military installations, to conduct monetary affairs 
including classes and individual counseling to make 
individuals aware of their financial situation," said Fred Davis, 
Personal Financial Management Program Analyst, 
Commander Naval Installation Command (CNIC). "We are 
exceptionally proud in last year's achievements, and we hope 
to repeat, and possibly do better, during the 2012 campaign." 

Military Saves financial fairs reached more than 60,000 
individuals across all the military services during 2011. 
Seminars and classes reached nearly 40,000 people. 

"One of the best things that Sailors can do to make sure 
they are financially successful is to take the classes that are 
offered during the week and throughout the year to learn how 

to go through their credit reports, how to invest in stocks and 
bonds, and how to determine their overall status," said Davis. 
"Also, financial counselors are always available to help guide 
those who may feel like they want a one-on-one experience. 
Our counselors are trained professionals, so I want Sailors to 
know that everything disclosed to one of them will remain 
completely confidential. " 

This year's goals for servicemembers and their families 
include increased household savings for short and long-term 
needs, and decreased consumer debt. 

"With the current downsizing of the military, we want to 
make sure all Sailors understand the importance of always 
being prepared and always having a backup plan; the financial 
component of that plan is very important," said Davis. 
"Ultimately, everybody has the opportunity to better their 
financial situation. Having been a counselor for many years 
and prior military, I've heard many stories. And we are here to 
support the needs of the servicemembers and their families." 

"We want the best possible outcome to happen to each 
individual that comes into our offices," he continued. "All of 
our services are no-cost and we just want everyone to move 
forward in a positive fashion to secure their financial future." 
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25. Submarine Force Pacific Fleet Sailors Of The Year Announced 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 19 FEB 12) ... Commander, Submarine Squadron 11 Public Affairs 

NAVAL BASE POINT LOMA, Calif. -- Commander, 
Submarine Force U.S. Pacific Fleet announced Sea and Shore 
Sailors of the Year (SOY), Feb. 17, following a week of 
events where 10 SOY candidates, representing various 
commands from the Pacific submarine community, competed 
for the title. 

Rear Adm. Frank Caldwell awarded the 2011 Sea Sailor 
of the Year to Machinist Mate 1st Class (SS) Kevin A. 
Swanson of USS Houston (SSN 713), and the 2011 Shore 
Sailor of the Year to Sonar Technician (Surface) 1st Class 
(SW) Heath R. Northcutt of Navy Data Center, Yokosuka, 
Japan. 

Caldwell was the guest speaker at a luncheon to honor all 
candidates. 

"Our Sailors, the submariners who go to sea, those who 
work ashore to ensure our submarines are ready to go to sea, 
and the undersea warriors of our undersea surveillance 
command are without a doubt our most valued asset. It is 
because of our Sailors that our nation is prepared to meet the 
challenges of the undersea domain," said Caldwell. "So to 
those Sailors gathered here today, know that you are the best 
of the best. You are our future Navy leaders." 

Swanson said today is the best day of his career. 
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"I'm very thankful to have served with and to have spent 
the past week with some of the finest Sailors I've ever met. 
Earning this award is truly an honor," Swanson said. 

Northcutt said, "I'm overwhelmed to be considered one of 
the best of the best. I'm so grateful to all the senior leadership 
and staff who helped me get to where I am; none of this would 
have been possible without everyone's help." 

Both Sailors now go on to represent the Pacific submarine 
force in the Commander, Pacific Fleet Sailor of the Year 
competition. 

Other candidates who competed for the Commander, 
Submarine Force U.S. Pacific Fleet Sailor of the Year title 
were: 

 Yeoman 1st Class (SS) Matthew P. Zwan of USS 
Nebraska (SSBN 739)(GOLD) 

 Sonar Technician (Surface) (SW) Sean D. Ebersol of 
Naval Ocean Processing Facility, Whidbey Island, 
Washington 

 Yeoman 1st Class (SS) James G. Barnes of USS 
Hampton (SSN 767) 

 Electrician's Mate 1st Class (SS) Paul M McDonald 
of USS Jacksonville (SSN 699) 

 Navy Counselor 1st Class (SW) Rachael N. Pope of 
Submarine Group 9 

 Yeoman 1st Class (SW/AW) Cynthia E. Gacita of 
Naval Ocean Processing Facility, Whidbey Island, 
Washington 

 Electrician's Mate 1st Class (SS) Jonathan R. 
Bohannon of Submarine Squadron 11 

 Electronics Technician 1st Class (SS) Casey A. 
Weihert of Commander, Submarine Force U.S. 
Pacific Fleet 
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26. Greensboro Woman Named Commander Of USS Mitscher 
(WFMY CBS GREENSBORO 20 FEB 12) ... Lauren Melvin 

GREENSBORO, NC -- A Greensboro native is making 
history in the U.S. Navy. 

On Friday, Commander Monika Washington Stoker will 
officially become Commander of the USS Mitscher, a guided 
missile destroyer. 

Stoker will be the first African-American woman to ever 
hold that title. 

Stoker, who is already a mother to two small children, 
will take charge of the 300 crew members on board the ship 
based in Norfolk, Virginia. 

Stoker told News 2 her hard work has paid off. 
"It's definitely a challenge, but it's absolutely an 

opportunity that not everyone gets. So I'm very excited that I 
was able to have this opportunity," Stoker said. 

The Grimsley High School graduate was accepted into the 
United States Naval Academy when she graduated in 1990, 
but that wasn't exactly her life-long dream. 

"I had wanted to go to A&T and major in electrical 
engineering like my Dad did, which is what I was going to do. 
And I didn't really know if I wanted to go to the Academy or 
not. And my Dad said, why don't you try it out? So 30 years 
from now, you won't say 'what if, what if what if'," Stoker 
said. 

Stoker said she has no regrets. When she graduated from 
the Naval Academy in 1995, she was commissioned as a 
Division Officer. She worked her way up to Department Head, 
then Executive Officer. 

And now, at 39 years old, she's becoming the 
Commanding Officer of the USS Mitscher. On top of all that, 
she's a mom. 

"It is hard work. But you're not at sea the whole time. You 
do shore tours in between your different jobs, so you fit your 
family in where you can," she said. 

Stoker credits mentors for their guidance, and all the folks 
cheering for her back home. 

"I've had a lot of support from Greensboro. And it's just 
an exciting time and I just hope to continue making everybody 
proud," she said. 

The USS Mitscher returned from deployment in 
December. Stoker could not say what its next mission is, but 
she said they have different exercises planned throughout the 
year. 

Stoker's parents still live in Greensboro. 
View Clip (RT: 1:56) 
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27. Sailor From Columbus Dies On Liberty In Dubai 
(ATLANTA JOURNAL-CONSTITUTION 20 FEB 12) ... Mike Morris 

A Sailor from west Georgia died Friday while on liberty 
in the United Arab Emirates. 

Petty Officer 1st Class Paris S. Pough, 40, of Columbus, 
died during a port visit in Dubai. 

Pough was a hull technician on the USS Carl Vinson. 

The Navy hasn't said how Pough died, but a posting on 
the aircraft carrier's Facebook page said he died "as a result of 
a non-combat related incident while on liberty." 

The Facebook posting said that Pough was a "loving 
father and husband" and a "hard-working, trustworthy 
shipmate who was critical to the success of the Engineering 
Department." 
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28. CO Of Submarine Wyoming Fired 
(NAVY TIMES 17 FEB 12) ... Sam Fellman 

The commanding officer of a Kings Bay, Ga.-based 
ballistic-missile submarine was fired Feb. 4 for mishandling 
classified materials, just three weeks before his scheduled 
relief, a Submarine Group 10 spokesman confirmed Friday. 

Cmdr. Diego Hernandez was found guilty of dereliction 
of duty by Rear Adm. Joseph Tofalo, commander of 
SUBGRU 10 at admiral’s mast and relieved of command, 
SUBGRU 10 spokesman Lt. Brian Wierzbicki said. 

His relief “was slightly accelerated due to some issues 
with the handling of classified information,” Wierzbicki said. 
“The whole case, due to the sensitive nature of the allegations, 
is all classified.” 

The investigation, conducted by the Naval Criminal 
Investigation Service, is still open, pending endorsement 
letters, Wierzbicki added. He was unable to immediately say 
when the investigation began. 

Hernandez’s firing came three weeks before his scheduled 
change-of-command ceremony. His relief was already 
onboard the ship for turnover, Wierzbicki said. 

Hernandez is the third CO relieved this year and the first 
from the submarine force. The previous two, however, were 
both relieved for inappropriate conduct. Cmdr. Mike Varney 
was the last CO relieved for mishandling classified materials; 
he was fired from command of the Seawolf-class attack sub 
Connecticut in June 2011. 

Wyoming is one of the first four submarines to receive 
female officers. They also began reporting late last year to the 
ballistic-missile submarine Maine and guided-missile subs 
Georgia and Ohio. At the time Hernandez was fired, there 

were three female officers onboard, including two submariners 
straight out of the training pipeline. But the firing has no 
connection with their arrival, Wierzbicki said. 

“They’ve checked onboard the Wyoming gold crew, 
specifically,” Wierzbicki said. “They continue to integrate 
smoothly. Their presence has no association with this incident 
or the change of command.” 

Wierzbicki declined to comment about where or when the 
mishandling of classified information had occurred, saying 
that the investigation was classified and still open. 

Asked why SUBGRU 10 waited to release information 
until queried by Navy Times, Wierzbicki replied: “He wasn’t 
relieved for cause, though. There’s no DFC involved,” he said, 
referring to the administrative measure known as detachment 
for cause, which is used to quickly find a relief. “It was just 
accelerated.” 

Hernandez graduated from the Naval Academy in 1991 
and holds a master’s degree from Harvard, according to his 
LinkedIn profile. Over his 21-year career, Hernandez served 
as the navigator and operations officer onboard attack sub 
Trepang, engineer on attack sub Toledo and second-in-
command on ballistic sub Rhode Island, Gold crew, according 
to a 2007 Navy news stand article. 

Hernandez is now transferring to the OPNAV staff in 
Arlington, Va. He could not be immediately reached for 
comment. 

Cmdr. Christopher Nash now commands the Wyoming’s 
gold crew. 
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FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
29. U.S. Navy Tries To Rein In Carrier Costs 
(DEFENSE NEWS 20 FEB 2012) ... Christopher P. Cavas 

The new aircraft carrier Gerald R. Ford (CVN 78) is the 
largest and most expensive ship in the U.S. Navy's 
shipbuilding program, with a total price tag to develop and 
build the ship topping $15 billion. 

And the cost is rising for the ship, the first of a new class 
of nuclear powered carriers likely to remain in production for 
several decades. The Navy, as part of its fiscal 2013 budget 
request released Feb. 13, is asking for another $811 million for 
"fact-of-life cost increases," a figure that will drive the ship 
closer to a congressionally imposed cost cap. 

Two of the Navy's top officials explained the reasons 
behind the increase in a Feb. 17 interview with Defense News. 

"This was a very unique ship," said Bob Work, 
undersecretary of the Navy. "The original Navy plan was to 
spread the transition of technology over three ships, and in the 
2002-2003 time frame the office of [then Defense Secretary 
Donald Rumsfeld] directed the Navy to put most of the 
technology into a single ship, which made our challenge very, 
very high." 

The ship's keel laying ceremony was held in November 
2009 at Newport News Shipbuilding in Newport News, Va., 
owned by, Huntington Ingalls Industries (HII). The Ford is 

scheduled to be delivered in September 2015, but construction 
delays have put that date in doubt. 

And, to get a better handle on the design and avoid similar 
problems, the Navy is seeking to delay by two years 
construction of the next ship in the class, the John F. Kennedy 
(CVN 79), although that won't change the one-every-five-
years pace at which carriers are bought. 

"We're about 17 weeks behind where we need to be to 
launch in July of 2013," Sean Stackley, the Navy's top 
acquisition official, said Feb. 17. "I do not propose to make 
that time up, because right now the most important thing 
we've got going on with the 78 is controlling cost. 

"I expect the delivery will delay by at least that much," 
Stackley added. "But we're managing that pretty tightly right 
now." 

As for the Kennedy, Stackley emphasized that "we're 
being very deliberate about capturing lessons learned from the 
lead ship. We do not want a build plan that repeats the build 
plan on the CVN 78. "That means that all the things that 
precede the start of construction associated with design, plans, 
material procurement, they all have to be exactly in line. And 
the degree of completion, outfitting, etc., associated with the 
construction of the build units, we're working that plan now so 
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that CVN 79, frankly, is built to a higher degree of completion 
and readiness each step of the way, than CVN 78." 

Stackley acknowledged that what he called the "optimal 
build plan" for the Kennedy "translates to a potentially two 
year delay for the delivery.” 

Work and Stackley said development of the new 
Electromagnetic Aircraft Launch System (EMALS) is not a 
factor in the Ford's current cost growth. 

"We continue to test and it continuous to go well" despite 
a couple of test wrinkles," Stackley said of EMALS. "But we 
don't have a scenario where the system is not meeting the 
testing requirement." Production at General Atomics of the 
system's components to be fitted in the ship also is "on 
schedule." 

But changes to the dual-band radar (DBR) program 
developed by Raytheon have led to a portion of the cost 
increases. 

"That's a fallout of the previous decision to not install the 
volume search radar on DDG 1000," Stackley explained, 
referring to a decision in 2010 to eliminate half the radar from 
the three Zumwalt-class destroyers. "That shifted the testing 
and integration requirements to the carrier, and that shows up 
as a bill on the carrier." The $811 million is being added to the 
Navy's 2014 and 2015 budget requests. The DBR accounted 
for most of the $208 million in government furnished 
equipment; $330 million is for non-recurring engineering 
design — essentially first of class design work — and $273 
million is for construction overruns. 

Construction costs for the Ford are capped by the 2007 
defense authorization bill at $11.8 billion in 2008 dollars, 
including $2.9 billion for detail design work and $8.6 billion 
for ship construction. Not included in that total is $3.7 billion 
in research, design, testing and engineering money. 

The ship's cost growth has affected the Navy's 
shipbuilding budget plans, which are already being reduced by 
the Budget Control Act. 

"It would be hard to say this $811 million caused a 
specific issue," Work said. "But at the macro level it 
contributed to us moving a submarine from 2014 to 2018, and 
to deciding to shift a destroyer from 2014 to 2013. You can't 
tie it directly, because we had a big cut in top line, so we were 
just juggling all the different requirements." 

Stackley noted he is keeping the pressure on the 
shipbuilder to hold down further cost growth on the carrier 
program. 

"I've made it very clear to HII that the issues that are most 
dear to the Navy and shipbuilding also happen to be the most 
dear to HII and shipbuilding," Stackley said. "Cost growth on 
the carrier has indirectly impacted those exact programs." 

No Effect On Force Level 
Any delay in the delivery of the Ford will not affect a 

congressionally mandated waiver to allow the carrier force to 
temporarily drop to 10 ships — a move the Navy requested so 
that it would not have to perform an expensive refit of the 
carrier Enterprise to keep that ship running through 2015. The 
Big E, soon to make its final deployment, is set to begin 
inactivation in November. 

The 10-ship waiver is tied to the decommissioning of the 
Enterprise and the entry into service of the Ford, and not to 
any specific date. 

Delaying the Kennedy's delivery to the fleet' from 2020 to 
2022 should not affect the Navy's carrier levels, Work said, 
because of an overlap period of a few years before the carrier 
Nimitz — the ship the Kennedy will replace — is 
decommissioned. The Nimitz now is scheduled for retirement 
in 2025, although the date can change. 

"Going up to 12 carriers for a couple of years incurs cost 
on the operations and support side. And on the construction 
side it pressurizes the construction schedule, and we want to 
be careful it doesn't create cost on the construction side," 
Stackley said. 
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30. Pentagon Cuts Could Cost U.S. More Money 
(FINANCIAL TIMES (UK) 21 FEB 12) ... Jeremy Lemer 

NEW YORK - The Pentagon, under pressure to slash 
spending, plans to slow down purchases of fighter jets, 
submarines and other expensive projects in order to trim 
billions of dollars from its budget. 

But military officials and defence industry executives 
warn that these moves, while saving cash in the near-term, 
could end up costing more over time. 

As part of the 2013 fiscal year budget request released last 
week, the U.S. defence department proposed to delay many 
expensive procurement programmes and postpone some 
construction projects. 

This should produce about $38bn in savings for the 
Pentagon over the next five years – or about 15 per cent of the 
$259bn in budget cuts that it has pledged to make through to 
the end of the 2017 fiscal year as part of broader efforts to 
reduce the federal deficit. 

But the Pentagon still plans to purchase much of the 
delayed equipment, pushing the costs out into the future and 
ultimately saving far less than advertised, if anything at all. 

These tactics could end up creating new headaches. Under 
the Budget Control Act, the Pentagon must cut almost $500bn 

over the next 10 years, so deferring expenses for five years 
may require bigger cuts later on. 

The Pentagon’s budget travails are likely to worsen. After 
a decade-long boom in defence spending, which swelled as the 
U.S. fought simultaneous wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, the 
defence department has found itself squarely in the line of fire 
as Washington wrestles over ways to reduce the national debt. 

The Pentagon is faced with having to cut an extra $600bn 
following last summer’s failure by a Congressional “super 
committee” to agree a debt -reduction deal. Leon Panetta, the 
defence secretary, has described a reduction of that size as 
potentially catastrophic. 

Still, experts argue that while delays may help save 
important equipment programmes from termination, the 
moves may add to overall costs. Keeping industry and 
government teams working on projects, but at a slower pace, 
soaks up cash. So does maintaining older equipment until new 
kit is ready. 

Calculating the additional costs is complex but they could 
be substantial. A UK Ministry of Defence report argued in 
2009 that constant deferrals in its £6bn annual equipment 
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budget led to between £920m and £2.2bn a year in extra costs 
for government and industry. 

The U.S. Government Accountability Office found in a 
report in 1997 that stretching out production in 17 major 
projects added more than $10bn to their total costs. 

In the latest U.S. reprogramming, the Pentagon plans to 
save $15.1bn up to September 2017 by deferring the purchase 
of 179 F-35 fighter jets, $4.3bn from delaying development of 
nuclear submarines and billions more from postponed building 
projects. 

The cost of the F-35s will rise as a result of the deferrals, 
according to Tom Burbage, director of the programme for 
Lockheed Martin, the lead contractor. The programme is 
already years behind schedule and over budget. 

The delay “will raise the overall average cost of the total 
procurement of all the airplanes bought”, Mr Burbage said. “It 
just changes the dynamics of the cost equation.” 

Robert Hale, comptroller for the defence department, 
acknowledged last week that “some of the stretch-outs will 
result in some higher unit costs”. 

“If we had our way, we probably wouldn’t have done it,” 
he said. “But I’d start from the initial premise: Congress 
passed the Budget Control Act, we have to be consistent with 
... that act. So we had to make these changes.” 

Budget ruses are a time-honoured tradition for 
departments under pressure. In the current round of cuts 
perhaps the most striking scheme is the broad practice of 
counting reductions from notional planned spending increases 
as real savings. 

Winslow Wheeler, director of the Straus Military Reform 
Project at the Center for Defence Information, likens the 
Pentagon’s logic to arguing “last year I planned to win the 
lottery. I didn’t, ergo, my flat salary this year means a gigantic 
pay cut.” 

If the Pentagon’s fuzzy math is ignored the effect is 
dramatic. For example, the department claims it will cut base 
spending by $45bn in fiscal year 2013 compared to its 2012 
plans but measured against its approved 2012 budget it will 
lose only $5bn. 
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31. F-35 Is In Next Stage Of Tests 
The next-generation fighter jet completes its first flight carrying external weapons. 
(LOS ANGELES TIMES 21 FEB 12) ... W.J. Hennigan 

The F-35, the military's next-generation fighter jet, has 
begun its first flight tests carrying external missiles at Edwards 
Air Force Base in the Mojave Desert. 

The stealthy, supersonic fighter, built by Lockheed Martin 
Corp., has been undergoing tests since its first flight in late 
2006. 

The F-35, known as the Joint Strike Fighter, will be used 
by the Navy, Marines and Air Force. Three versions of the F-
35 are being built -- one that can operate off aircraft carriers, 
one capable of short takeoffs and vertical landings, and a 
conventional fighter jet. 

All three F-35 variants will be built on the same 
production line at Lockheed's plant in Fort Worth. The center 

fuselage sections will be made by Northrop Grumman Corp. 
in Palmdale. 

The F-35 is the Pentagon's costliest program going; the 
Defense Department has plans to buy 2,443 of the aircraft at a 
cost of $382 billion. 

On Thursday, an F-35 took off carrying two air-to-air 
missiles under its wing, Lockheed said. In addition, the F-35 
carried two 2,000-pound bunker-busting bombs and two 
advanced medium-range air-to-air missiles in its two internal 
weapon bays. No weapons were deployed during the test 
flight, Lockheed said. 
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32. ONR Sees More Room For Autonomy On Cargo UAVs 
(DEFENSE DAILY 18 FEB 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

While unmanned helicopters deployed recently by the 
Marines to Afghanistan for carrying cargo have recently 
shown promise, the chief of naval research said the service is 
pursuing additional technologies to advance the concept and to 
develop greater autonomy. 

Rear Adm. Matthew Klunder, the head of the Office of 
Naval Research, said the current system is capable of 
autonomously flying to a pre-determined location to bring 
equipment and supplies to Marines in remote areas. But he 
wants to add to that capability, and envisions a system that 
would be able to operate on the basis of "intelligent logic" and 
allow the helicopter to assess terrain and safe landing zones 
and then inform Marines on the ground of where it intends to 
touch down. 

"We currently have UAVs (unmanned aerial vehicles) 
that we can take into theater and we can autonomously bring 
them into a pre-designated spot and offload," Klunder told 
Defense Daily after speaking at an event Friday hosted by the 
National Defense Industrial Association. 

"Now what I am talking about, through using intelligent 
logic in our system, I can now allow that air vehicle--manned 
or unmanned--to scan the environment and judge: Here's a 
good place to land to support a Marine Corps unit that is in 
this area," he said. 

Klunder said the Autonomous Aerial Cargo Utility 
System consists of developing a sensor package that can 
survey the landscape and integrate that information into the 
flight control system. Even more important is creating a 
capability that can interface with manned or unmanned 
vehicles across all of the services, he said. 

Klunder also wants to make the system easier to operate 
for "Joe Marine" on the ground. He foresees using smartphone 
style technology that would allow soldiers to quickly tell the 
aircraft where to go and let it carry out the mission on its own. 

"I need to be able to have any Marine, you or I, come up 
and use our iPhone kind-of mentality, or an Android mentality 
and...push the button and it happens," he said. "That's the 
autonomous piece that is very important." 
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ONR is working with industry and academia to move the 
technology forward, and even though it poses challenges, 
Klunder believes it is within reach. 

"We think that's something in the next few years we could 
accomplish," he said. 

The Marines in November deployed two unmanned 
Lockheed Martin-supplied K-MAX helicopters to Afghanistan 
and they have since carried out cargo missions. They were 

developed under the Cargo UAS program to meet an urgent 
requirement to rely less on ground convoys susceptible to 
ambushes or roadside bombs. 

Boeing has also been developing an unmanned helicopter 
known as the A-160T Hummingbird. The Hummingbird has, 
however, encountered technical problems and Naval Air 
Systems Command (NAVAIR) said last week it will not be 
deployed to Afghanistan (Defense Daily, Feb. 16, 2012). 
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33. ONR Scientists Bring Undersea Vehicles To Light 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 17 FEB 12) ... Grace Jean, Office of Naval Research 

ARLINGTON, Va. -- Scientists from the Office of Naval 
Research (ONR) will convene in Salt Lake City for an 
international gathering of marine science experts Feb. 20-24. 

Attendees of the 2012 Ocean Sciences Meeting can visit 
the ONR-sponsored exhibit booth to view unmanned 
underwater systems, see video demonstrations of ONR-
supported oceanographic research projects and talk with 
program officers from the Ocean Battlespace Sensing 
Department. Two semi-autonomous vehicles will be part of 
the display: Remote Environmental Monitoring Unit System 
(REMUS) and Sea Glider. 

"It's a good opportunity to learn new things, to meet with 
ONR's principal investigators for updates on the results of 
their research and to meet people doing interesting research 
that we didn't already know about," said Dr. Joan Cleveland, a 
deputy director for ONR's Ocean Sensing and Systems 
Applications Division. 

During the biennial five-day conference, ONR program 
managers will attend daily scientific presentations and plenary 
sessions and connect with scientists conducting research in 
fields pertinent to Department of the Navy projects. 

ONR will present the Walter Munk Award for 
Distinguished Research in Oceanography Related to Sound in 
the Sea to Dr. William A. Kuperman of the Scripps Institution 
of Oceanography. The award is named in honor of Dr. Walter 
Munk, a pioneer researcher who contributed greatly to the 
Department of the Navy's knowledge of oceanography and its 
application to naval operations. The award includes a 
certificate bearing the signature of the secretary of the Navy 
and the president of The Oceanography Society. 

The 2012 Ocean Sciences Meeting is sponsored by The 
Oceanography Society, the Association for the Sciences of 
Limnology and Oceanography and the American Geophysical 
Union. 
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34. Belle Chasse Squadron Would Be Decommissioned Under Budget-Cut Proposal 
(NEW ORLEANS TIMES-PICAYUNE 19 FEB 12) ... Paul Purpura 

Responding to an order from President Barack Obama’s 
administration to cut military spending, the Navy proposes to 
decommission a squadron at the air station in Belle Chasse, a 
move that would eliminate the only naval aviation unit 
dedicated to stemming the flow of illegal narcotics into the 
United States. Under the 2013 spending plan released 
Monday, the Navy Reserve’s Carrier Airborne Early Warning 
Squadron 77 would cease to exist Sept. 30. 

Known as the Nightwolves, VAW-77 has about 100 
active duty and reserve Navy aircrews and about 55 civilian 
contractors from Northrup Grumman who maintain the 
squadron’s six E-2C Hawkeye airplanes. 

Navy spokesman Lt. Paul Macapagal said last week the 
decision was based on “budgetary constraints." 

“While these choices were difficult, within the limits of 
the resources available to the Navy, we had to balance direct 
warfighting capability against missions like those assigned to 
VAW-77,” Macapagal said. 

VAW-77, a fixture at the Naval Air Station-Joint Reserve 
Base since 2008, played an instrumental role in the massive 
rescue operation following Hurricane Katrina. With their 
electronics and radar contained in a 25-foot disk called a 
“rotodome” atop their airplanes’ fusilages, the aircrews helped 
control airspace crowded with rescue helicopters. The 
squadron takes credit for rescuing 1,840 people in the New 
Orleans area. 

In its official mission, VAW-77, which costs under $25 
million annually to operate, routinely sends crews and 
airplanes to the Caribbean and Latin America to join the DEA, 

Coast Guard, CIA and other agencies in the war on drugs. 
While the squadron might be disbanded, Macapagal said the 
Navy “remains committed” to countering narcotics trafficking. 

“Our ships and aircraft have unique capabilities to detect 
and monitor criminal activities in the maritime domain 
especially tracking the movement, by sea and air, of illicit 
materials intended for the United States,” he said. 

The squadron was formed in 1995 at Naval Air Station, 
Atlanta, but the Navy it moved to Belle Chasse after the 
Georgia installation was shuttered in the 2005 Base 
Realignment and Closure round. 

Local officials have long sought to bolster the Belle 
Chasse base’s viability by guarding the units assigned there, in 
part because of its role as an economic engine. With about 
7,000 active duty and reserve Navy, Marine Corps, Air 
National Guard, Army Reserve and Coast Guard personnel, 
the air station is considered one of the state’s top employers. 

“I was very disappointed to learn that NAS-JRB will be 
losing a flying organization, and that is never a good thing for 
the community,” said retired Marine Corps Maj. Gen. David 
Mize, chairman of the Mayor’s Military Advisory Committee 
of Greater New Orleans. “But with that said, I do not think 
losing this one squadron hurts the long-term viability of NAS-
JRB as an active air station.” 

The Defense Department is seeking to shave $487 billion 
over 10 years. The reductions also would mean Barksdale Air 
Force Base at Bossier City could lose 24 A-10 Thunderbolt II 
airplanes. 
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Saying he is “really disappointed with this budget cut,” 
Sen. David Vitter, R-La., called it “the typical liberal approach 
of cutting spending primarily on the backs of our military 
when there are so many other programs that could have been 
considered.” 

Matthew Lehner, a spokesman for U.S. Sen. Mary 
Landrieu, D-La., said she will review the proposal as a senior 
member of the Senate Appropriations Committee, “and make 
sure that the region maintains its significant military 
footprint.” 

Plaquemines Parish President Billy Nungesser said his 
parish is “very disappointed.” In 2010, the parish helped 
purchase 201 acres off Barriere Road north of the air station’s 
main runway for $7 million to stop a residential development 
because the Navy said it conflicted with flight operations. 

“Plaquemines Parish and the state have worked so hard to 
support the base, both in services and in helping protect the 

land around it from encroachment for airspace,” Nungesser 
said. “This is a devastating blow after we have worked so hard 
to make the base what it is today.” 

The air station has seen threats during the past decade that 
resulted in victories and losses. 

For instance, in 2003, the Navy proposed moving Strike 
Fighter Squadron 204 to California and stripping it of its F/A-
18 Hornet fighters, a concept that met opposition from the 
Louisiana congressional delegation. VFA-204 remains in 
Belle Chasse, albeit flying aging fighters. 

Separately, the air station lost the Air Force Reserve’s 
926th Fighter wing, a unit built around a squadron of A-10s 
that saw action during the Persian Gulf War in 1991. The wing 
had more than 1,000 members, about 310 of whom worked 
full time. The wing was decommissioned in 2006. 
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35. Sea Otter Recovery Deal Threatened By 'Military Readiness' Legislation 
(SANTA CRUZ (CA) SENTINEL 19 FEB 12) ... Donna Jones 

Legislation introduced into Congress this week threatens 
to scuttle a deal to end a quarter-century exclusion of sea 
otters from Southern California waters. 

Rep. Elton Gallegly, R-Simi Valley, says HR 4043, the 
Military Readiness and Southern Sea Otter Conservation Act, 
aims to ensure the Navy can continue testing weapons on a 
remote Channel Island and to protect endangered abalone and 
the commercial shellfish industry. 

The move has angered sea otter advocates, who want to 
see the federally designated threatened marine mammal 
recover throughout its historic range, from Oregon to Baja, 
Mexico. 

The bill should be called "S.O.S., Sacrifice Otters for 
Shellfish," said Steve Shimek, executive director of The Otter 
Project in Monterey. 

The Otter Project and the Santa Barbara-based 
Environmental Defense Center took the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service to court in 2009 to end what is known as the 
translocation program. The Fish and Wildlife program, 
launched in 1987, sought to establish a backup population at 
San Nicolas Island in case of a natural or human-caused 
catastrophe, such as an oil spill. In a compromise designed to 
alleviate concerns of opponents, the federal agency also 
designated a "no-otter zone" south of Point Conception in 
Santa Barbara County. 

But the program is largely considered a failure, and 
federal wildlife officials settled with plaintiffs in 2010 with the 
understanding that the best route to recovery is to allow sea 
otters to expand into their natural range. 

Environmental review of the plan to eliminate the no-otter 
zone is well under way, with a final decision scheduled for 
release in December. 

Gallegly's bill would exempt the Navy, which conducts 
weapons testing on San Nicolas Island, from provisions 
protecting otters under the Endangered Species Act and 
Marine Mammal Protection Act and requires the Fish and 
Wildlife plan to ensure current levels of shellfish harvests. 

Gallegly spokesman Tom Pfiefer said the issue was 
brought to the attention of the congressman by area residents 
concerned about the impact on Naval bases in the area, and the 
language was worked out with the cooperation of the Navy. 

"This protects the Navy from undo measures under those 
acts," Pfiefer said. "Obviously, they'll still take care to protect 
(the otters)." 

Lt. Cmdr. Alana Garas, a Navy spokeswoman, declined to 
comment specifically on Gallegly's bill, saying it would be 
inappropriate for her to comment on proposed or pending 
legislation. 

"Preparing to execute the Navy's mission entails many 
aspects of fleet readiness that includes training on sea-ranges 
alongside environmentally sensitive areas and protected 
species, including the sea otter," Garas said. "We take our 
environmental stewardship every bit as seriously as we do 
training to defend our nation." 

Pfiefer said the Navy is the largest employer in Ventura 
County. 

But sea urchin fisherman, worried about their economic 
interests, have been the most outspoken foes of allowing otters 
to return. It's the provision related to shellfish harvests that's at 
the heart of the bill, advocates say. 

Military operations have rarely, if ever, harmed sea otters, 
they say. The issue is a red herring. Advocates say there's no 
way to guarantee the size of shellfish harvests, regardless of 
the presence of otters. 

But Shimek acknowledged otters will affect commercial 
fishing for sea urchins and lobster, a prime source of food for 
sea otters. The industry will adapt, he said. 

"If sea otters were to come back, you're not going to see 
commercial fisheries wiped out," Shimek said. "You're going 
to see what you see in Monterey, Half Moon Bay, Morro Bay. 
You're going to see a shift (among commercial fisherman) 
from shellfish to fin fish." 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife spokeswoman Lois Grunwald 
declined to comment. 
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BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
36. PCU Mississippi Commanding Officer Visits Namesake State 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 19 FEB 12) ... Lt. Cmdr. Jennifer Cragg, Commander, Submarine Group 2 Public Affairs 

PASCAGOULA, Miss. -- The commanding officer of 
Pre-Commissioning Unit Mississippi (SSN 782) is visiting the 
submarine's namesake state Feb. 19-21 in preparation for the 
upcoming commissioning this summer. 

"It's great to have another opportunity to visit the state of 
Mississippi and the Ole Miss NROTC unit. We continue to 
enjoy tremendous support from all around the state and 
particularly from our commissioning committee," said Capt. 
John McGrath. 

During his visit, McGrath will meet with University of 
Mississippi and University of Memphis NROTC midshipman 
and their faculty; members of the Mississippi Commissioning 
Committee; Eastern Mississippi Business Council and the 
mayor of Pascagoula. 

McGrath is conducting the namesake visit to draw 
awareness to the upcoming commissioning of the newest 

Virginia-class attack submarine, which will be commissioned 
in Pascagoula, June 2. 

McGrath, a native of Neptune, N.J., leads a crew of about 
140 officers and enlisted personnel. He graduated with 
distinction from the U.S. Naval Academy in 1990, earning a 
Bachelor of Science degree in Electrical Engineering. 

Virginia-class submarines are built under a unique 
teaming arrangement between General Dynamics Electric 
Boat and Huntington Ingalls Industries - Newport News. 
Construction on the submarine began in February 2007 and 
will be delivered this spring. 

Mississippi, like all Virginia-class submarines is designed 
to dominate both the littorals and deep oceans. It will serve as 
a valuable asset in supporting the core capabilities of maritime 
strategy, including sea control, power projection, forward 
presence, maritime security and deterrence. 

Return to Index 
 

37. Yokosuka Middle School Students Take A Field Trip Aboard Blue Ridge 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 17 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Fidel C. Hart, USS Blue Ridge Public Affairs 

YOKOSUKA, Japan -- Sailors from U.S. Seventh Fleet 
command ship, USS Blue Ridge (LCC 19), gave tours to 
students from a local middle school Feb. 17 as part of a 
partnership between the ship and school. 

During the event, organized by Lt. Donald Baker, ship's 
chaplain, the Sailors volunteered to provide tours, 
presentations and bake cookies for sixth grade students from 
Yokosuka Middle School visiting the ship . 

Baker said the students are known as the 'Blue Ridge 
Team,' and adopted the ship earlier in the school year. 

"They think highly of Blue Ridge. To help them see and 
understand what it is they are supporting was the most crucial 
thing for me," said Barker. "It's clear they are excited to be 
here. It goes beyond what they anticipated because they had 
no idea what we do and what it is like on a ship." 

More than 120 students, teachers and chaperones toured 
the ship's main deck, pilot house, miser tower, enlisted galley, 
library, foc'sle and damage control central. First class petty 
officers and junior Sailors in each of these areas gave 

presentations, answered the students' questions and engaged 
them with demonstrations. 

"Today has been a lot of fun," said Damage Control 
Fireman Allison Lance. "I work with this equipment every 
day. Having the students see it for the first time and trying it 
on was a blast. I miss field trips and I can tell they had fun." 

During their tour, several students were able to try on fire 
fighting equipment, look through the ship's binoculars and 
wear the hat of a food service officer. Chief Warrant Officer 
Brian 'Chow Boss' Ware, the ship's food service officer, 
designated some students 'honorary chow boss' when they 
toured the enlisted galley. 

"Making young kids mini chow bosses was great," said 
Ware. "They are going to remember this day for a long time. 
In about 10 or 15 years, one of the students may be my 
replacement. I made a statement to them that we are overseas 
upholding democracy, trying to keep the world safe. For them 
to see the groundwork where it starts at makes it a great event 
for everyone 
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38. NAS Whidbey Island Celebrates Black American Women 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 18 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Joan E. Jennings, Navy Public Affairs Support 
Element West, Det. Whidbey Island 

OAK HARBOR, Wash. -- Naval Air Station Whidbey 
Island (NASWI) held a ceremony in honor of Black History 
Month at the Skywarrior Theater on base, Feb. 17. 

The celebration honored 10 influential black American 
women and showcased their history through a timeline, from 
Sojourner Truth to Oprah Winfrey. 

"The main focus, besides celebrating influential American 
women, is to motivate and inspire," said Aviation 
Maintenance Administration 1st Class (AW) Christopher 
Elder, attached to Fleet Readiness Center Northwest, and 
coordinator of the celebration. 

The Navy and NASWI join in African-American/Black 
History Month observation held in February. Black History 
Month stemmed from Negro History Week, established in 

1926, by Harvard historian Dr. Carter G. Woodson and the 
Association for Study of Negro Life and History (ASNLH). 

"This month typically highlights some of our nations' 
darkest hours and some of our greatest triumphs in civil rights 
and equality," Elder said. "It is important to know where we 
have been as a nation to clearly lay out our path as we proceed 
into the future." 

Yvonne Y. Howard, the pastor at The City of Refuge 
Christian Church in Oak Harbor and retired Navy member, 
believes it is key to celebrate black women. 

"I think celebrating women is important and celebrating 
the black woman who has, throughout the years, had to endure 
so many deliberate hardships and come out as conquerors is 
especially noteworthy," Howard said. 
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America uses February as a time to study and reflect on 
the history of generations of African-American and their 
struggle against adversity to achieve equality. The Navy has 
achieved its own milestones as well with Lt. j.g. Harriet Ida 
Pickens and Ens. Frances Wills becoming the first African-
American officers in the Women Accepted for Volunteer 
Emergency Service (WAVES). 

"We are no longer limited to service ratings or just to the 
enlisted ranks," Howard said. "We can be who we are, who 
God created us to be; smart, beautiful, courageous people who 
have just as much to offer as the next guy." 

Today more than 123,000 active duty, reserve and civilian 
members of the Navy Total Force identify themselves as 
African-American. 

"Hopefully the race and gender card will lose its complete 
effectiveness," Howard said, "and we can continue on with 
business of mission essentials, saving lives, fighting for 
freedom's sake and protecting our country." 

Yeoman 3rd Class Jelinda Hill, of Patrol Squadron (VP) 
40, feels inspired by the path that previous black American 
women have given her. 

"It gives me encouragement to dream big and go for what 
I'm called to do," Hill said. 
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39. Okinawa Rejects Tokyo Environmental Assessment On Futenma Project 
(STARS AND STRIPES 21 FEB 12) ... Travis J. Tritten and Chiyomi Sumida 

CAMP FOSTER, Okinawa — The Okinawa government 
on Monday formally rejected Tokyo’s assessment that 
building a new offshore U.S. Marine Corps airfield would not 
harm the local environment. 

For more than five years, the U.S. and Japan have been 
trying to push through a plan to move the Marine base from 
urban Ginowan by reclaiming land on the northern part of the 
island for the construction of two V-shaped runways to be 
used by Marine helicopters and airplanes. In December, the 
Japan Ministry of Defense gave the U.S.-Japan project an 
environmental stamp of approval, and both governments were 
hoping the assessment would pave the way for construction 
work to begin. 

But in his rejection of the plan this week, Okinawa Gov. 
Hirokazu Nakaima said the toll of building the new airfield 
had been underestimated and the project could devastate 
marine wildlife and rain noise pollution onto the surrounding 
rural coastal community. 

“Preserving natural environment in Henoko is impossible 
under the current plan,” Nakaima wrote to the Okinawa 
bureau of the Ministry of Defense. “The planned project 
would cause irrevocable damages to the natural environment.” 

The governor listed 175 concerns he said were not 
addressed in the Tokyo assessment, including threats to the 
endangered dugong, a sea mammal similar to a manatee, and 
the noise of MV-22 Ospreys that would operate out of the new 
Marine Corps air station. 

“There is high possibility that the traffic of many work 
vessels would shut off [the dugongs’] northbound travel to the 
east coast, disrupting their breeding migration,” according to 
Nakaima. 

Nakaima and a panel of Okinawan environmental experts 
said the central government has also not sufficiently studied 
the effects of deploying the tilt-rotor Ospreys to the island 
after the Marine Corps recently announced plans to upgrade its 
global fleet of aging helicopters with the new aircraft. 

The rejection of the Tokyo assessment is a strong 
indication that the local government will refuse to grant the 
permits needed to build the runways, deepening a long-
running stalemate with the central government and leaving the 
future of Futenma in limbo. 

The governor said the environmental concerns could be 
solved by discarding the plan to relocate Futenma on 
Okinawa. 

“It is practically impossible to carry out the plan which 
was not supported by local community,” he wrote. “I believe 
that moving the operations elsewhere in Japan is a way to 
solve the problem rationally and promptly.” 

The U.S. and Japan agreed in 2006 to close the Futenma 
air station following outcry over the kidnap and gang rape of 
an Okinawa schoolgirl by U.S. servicemembers and the crash 
of a Marine Corps helicopter in 2004 on a local university 
campus. 

But plans to keep the air operations on the island have 
angered residents and caused national political turmoil for 
years. 

This month, the two allies made a landmark 
announcement that they will no longer hold up plans to 
relocate some 4,700 other Marine Corps forces to the U.S. 
territory of Guam while searching for a solution to the 
Futenma issue. 

The move has stoked fears here that the unpopular air 
station may be left behind as the U.S. redesigns its footprint in 
the region and could become a permanent fixture on Okinawa. 

During a visit to the island on Saturday, Defense Minister 
Naoki Tanaka assured Nakaima that will not happen. He has 
indicated Japan may seek construction permits for the project 
sometime this year. 

Meanwhile, the U.S. and Japan are currently negotiating 
revised plans for the placement of Okinawa Marines and said 
details will be released in coming weeks and months. 

Both governments maintain they are committed to 
relocating Futenma on the island. 
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NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
40. Soldier Energy Needs Outpacing Technology, Policy 
(NATIONAL DEFENSE MAGAZINE MARCH 2012) ... Eric Beidel 

Eric Shields, an engineer with the Naval Surface Warfare 
Center’s Carderock Division, never thought he would have to 
monitor the use of a microwave oven in Afghanistan. 

But that is exactly what he and his colleagues have been 
doing to gauge how much power Marines are using in theater. 

“If the microwaves and coffee pots are turned on at the 
same time, it could trip your generator,” Shields told a recent 
Institute for Defense and Government Advancement 
symposium. Sometimes a generator is left on too long, and the 
temperature inside the tent drops so much that Marines are 
forced to take their cots outside to sleep. 

The military over the past decade has been grappling with 
the issue of power and its effects on everything from the 
mundane — like microwaves and coffee pots — to the 
sustainment of troops on foot patrols. But after years of study 
and laboratory work, troops still need a multitude of batteries 
to power their many devices, all of it adding weight to 
sometimes already intolerable loads. 

In 2004, an Army platoon needed 889 batteries of seven 
different types that weighed about 160 pounds to power 13 
individual systems during a five-day mission. The demand for 
power has increased since then. 

“We’re using more energy per soldier than ever before,” 
said Army Col. Bruce McPeak, director of materiel systems 
development at the Combined Arms Support Command. “The 
fastest growing requirement on the battlefield today is electric 
power.” 

Part of the problem is that energy demands on the front 
lines are growing quickly and technology can’t keep up. But 
military leaders also are beginning to reflect on how their own 
policies contribute to the dilemma. 

“Weight is the problem,” said Army Maj. Mark Owens, 
assistant program manager for power at Program Executive 
Office Soldier. He suggested that one way to deal with the 
quandary would be to “take an appetite suppressant on the 
amount of capability we put out there.” 

Soldiers in Afghanistan have to power and carry around 
radios, GPS, day and night scopes, range finders and more. 
The Army is now bringing smartphones and new radio sets 
into the fold. Officials recognize that additional capability can 
translate to added pounds and confusion on the battlefield, 
where members of a single battalion could be in 40 different 
locations. The more soldiers and Marines are asked to do, the 
more equipment they are given, the more energy they need 
and the more weight they have to carry from place to place. 

“Everybody has fantastic capability, but what is it going 
to do for our power paradigm?” said Dave Schimmel, lead 
engineer for power systems at PEO Soldier. 

Military scientists constantly struggle with this issue. Jack 
Obusek, director at Natick Soldier Research, Development and 
Engineering Center in Massachusetts, likened it to beating his 
head against a wall. 

“We’ve been making lightweight stuff for 50 years,” he 
told National Defense last year. “How come we still load 
soldiers to 120 pounds?” 

Retired Marine Corps Col. James A. Laswell, technical 
director of the Marine Corps Warfighting Lab, echoed these 
sentiments at the symposium. 

A 120-pound load weighs the same if it is comprised of a 
few pieces of heavy gear or a bunch of lightweight gadgets, he 
said. 

It is accepted wisdom that a soldier effectively can carry 
about 30 percent of his body weight. Once his load eclipses 70 
pounds, his effectiveness begins to wane. Still, there are 175-
pound men carrying 140 pounds on their backs, Owens said. 
The problem is severe with the most forward of soldiers, the 
ones running up and down mountains far from any electrical 
outlets or vehicle plug-ins in places “only an animal can get,” 
he said. 

A number of initiatives are aimed at developing 
technology that fits seamlessly into a soldier’s uniform and 
can power all of their devices. Army scientists are working on 
electronic textiles that would take the place of cumbersome 
cables. This kind of power-producing webbing would “just 
fade away into [a soldier’s] tactical load so it’s not there,” 
Schimmel said. 

But the technology isn’t ready yet. 
The Army has deployed conformal batteries that soldiers 

can use for any of their devices. These batteries are shaped 
like an armor plate and can fit into the same location in a 
soldier’s vest. The goal is to have all of the gear connected to 
one power source that can also display data readings for the 
users. Industry trying to develop similar power managers 
should take note: The Army wants them measured in ounces, 
not pounds. 

“I already have 100 pounds on me, I don’t need a one-
pound brick,” Schimmel said. “I need a quarter-pound brick ... 
You can make the greatest widget in the world, but if it sticks 
out like a brick, the guy’s not going to want to wear it.” 

The service wants to do away with disposable batteries 
and is making strides in this area. In 2010, the Army bought 
more rechargeable batteries than primaries for the first time. 
Officials are trying to streamline the many batteries and 
chargers that troops use. They are looking into forms of 
wireless charging and using solar blankets to juice up devices. 
Soldiers should be able to share power on the battlefield the 
way they do ammunition, officials said. 

“We want one product that does everything,” Schimmel 
said. 

Batteries aren’t the only part the equation that needs to be 
improved, McPeak noted. He gave the laptop computer as an 
example. Battery life for laptops has gone from minutes to 
hours. There were improvements to the batteries, but the real 
step forward came from reducing the energy drain on the 
laptops, themselves, he said. 

“Maybe we need to start looking more closely at the items 
that are being powered as opposed to figuring out how to 
produce more power,” McPeak said. 

The Marine Corps has primarily been a land force during 
the war in Afghanistan and shares many of the Army’s power 
requirements. It also has seen a similar spike in energy use. 
The cost of batteries for a Marine rifleman company on a 
three-day patrol has increased nearly 30-fold in the past 10 
years. There has been a 250 percent increase in the amount of 
radios that Marines use and a 300 percent increase in the 
number of information technology devices. Along with that 
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comes a 380 percent increase in the weight of batteries they 
have to carry, according to statistics officials presented at the 
symposium. 

A new defense strategy seeks to shift the focus of the 
Marine Corps back to the sea, but this change will not reduce 
power demands, Laswell said. 

“I think that the emphasis on energy is going to be no less 
than it has been in the past as we go back into our roots as a 
sea-based power projecting force,” he said. “We’re finding 
this is remarkably similar to the issues we were facing in 
Afghanistan when it comes to power.” 

Both services have discovered that fuel cells may not be 
the answer for their infantries. These devices have not been 
wildly successful in tests with ground troops, officials said. 
They do not provide enough energy to justify their weight, and 
the ones currently available do not use the Army’s common 
JP-8 petroleum, Owens said. 

Marines are trying out a handheld drone that is powered 
by a small fuel cell that runs on propane. 

“It’s a little tough to get an infantryman like me to want to 
carry propane around,” Laswell said. 

Other concepts have been around for some time, such as 
those that use the body’s natural movements to create power. 
One system is installed in a boot heel. Each step sets off a 
rotation inside the device that generates power. Another relies 
on knee braces to do the same. The Marine Corps has looked 
into “lightning packs” that produce electricity as the person 
wearing it walks. More wattage is generated if the person runs. 

“Some of these things have been talked about for years 
but are just beginning to become efficient enough ... to be 
actually useful,” Laswell said. 

Solar technology also may be on the brink of 
breakthroughs, said Phillip Jenkins, head of imagers and 
detectors at the Naval Research Laboratory. Companies are 
making flexible arrays light enough for troops to wear on their 

helmets and uniforms, thin enough to roll up like window 
shades and strong enough that they continue working if they 
get bent. 

The Marine Corps is considering putting solar cells on 
Marine packs and helmets. The problem is generating power 
in places where the sun is not as glorious as it can be in the 
desert, Laswell said. The Marines need something that can be 
folded up and put into a cargo pocket, something flexible that 
can take a cut, deal with partial shading and still provide 
power, he said. 

The Air Force would like to add solar cells to the Raven 
unmanned aircraft that is a favorite of ground troops, Jenkins 
said. This would give the hand-launched drone nearly 
indefinite endurance when the sun is shining, he said. 

But daunting issues remain with the tactical use of solar 
power. When it comes to the growing field of organic 
photovoltaics, which can be flexible enough to wear and less 
expensive to produce, there is the irony that the cells actually 
degrade in sunlight. Another obstacle is color. The Army has 
been studying flexible solar cells for about 20 years, and 
scientists often have spoken about being able to make 
uniforms from them. But for now, solar panels do not come in 
camouflage, Jenkins said. They are black and rectangular and 
can be spotted by adversaries. 

Despite all of this innovation, the realization of the self-
sufficient soldier still is a long ways off. The problem is such 
that PEO Soldier is laying the groundwork for a soldier power 
program of record. But it will take that effort about two years 
to get up and running thanks to bureaucratic red tape, officials 
said. Still, the greatest gadgets in the world will mean nothing 
to a soldier if he still has to carry 100 or more pounds, they 
said. 

“I think we can solve this issue better with brainpower 
rather than backpower,” McPeak said. 
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41. Navy SEALs: Obama's Secret Army 
At a time when many Americans think their government is inept, the 'Special Operators' get the job done. 
Just ask the President, who is doubling down on the Navy SEALs. 
(NEWSWEEK 27 FEB 12) ... Daniel Klaidman 

One of President Obama’s earliest kills came in April 
2009. Somali pirates had stormed the Maersk Alabama, a U.S. 
container ship steaming across lawless waters off the Horn of 
Africa. The American crew of the ship had tried to overwhelm 
the pirates, who fled on a covered lifeboat, taking with them a 
53-year-old hostage: ship captain Richard Phillips. Armed 
with AK-47s and pistols, the pirates stashed Phillips below 
deck and threatened to kill him if they didn’t get $2 million in 
ransom. 

Barack Obama, not yet three months into his presidency, 
had already undergone a crash course in battlefield 
management. He had authorized drone strikes in Pakistan and 
sent 17,000 troops into Afghanistan. But until now, he had not 
experienced the personal immediacy and political risk of a kill 
operation involving an American hostage -- one that would 
play out largely in public view. Nor had he worked with 
SEAL Team 6, the elite “tier one” commandos who carry out 
many of the darkest missions in the shadow wars. 

Early on in the standoff, the Navy had requested 
permission to use force, but the White House held back. 
Military commanders had already dispatched a small armada 

to the scene, including a destroyer, the USS Bainbridge, and a 
frigate, the USS Halyburton. Transport planes ferried in the 
SEALs, who parachuted into the Indian Ocean with inflatable 
boats. On April 11, three days after the hostage taking began, 
Obama agreed to the use of military force -- but only if the 
captain’s life was in imminent danger. 

As Obama’s military advisers monitored events in the 
White House Situation Room, the president popped in for 
regular updates. SEAL Team 6 snipers were positioned on 
different ships to maximize the chances of getting off clean 
shots. At one point, the Navy laid a kind of a trap for the 
hostage vessel, but the pirates, by sheer luck, “waltzed” 
around it, according to a source involved in the operation. All 
the while, the pirates were drifting toward shore. If they were 
able to reach a Somali beach with their hostage, a rescue 
operation would be much more difficult. SEAL boats began 
zooming around the pirates, using “shouldering and blocking” 
tactics to keep them away from shore. 

By dusk on April 12 -- Easter Sunday -- SEAL snipers on 
the fantail of the USS Bainbridge were in position to shoot the 
pirates. But with the covered lifeboat bobbing on the water, it 



34 

was still difficult to get clean shots. They attached night-vision 
scopes to their rifles and waited. At one point, two of the 
pirates came into plain sight. The sharpshooters could see a 
third pirate through a window pointing his gun at Captain 
Phillips. Each sniper fired a single round, and it was over. 
Three shots, three dead pirates. A SEAL assault team boarded 
the lifeboat and took Phillips to safety. 

Back in the White House, officials quietly celebrated. So 
much could have gone wrong. For a young president with little 
experience overseeing military operations, a botched job 
would have invited charges of fecklessness from Republicans 
and drawn inevitable comparisons to Jimmy Carter. The 
generals also expressed relief. “Mr. President, it worked out. 
But if it hadn’t, it would have been my ass,” one military 
adviser told Obama. “It would have been our ass,” the 
president responded. 

Obama has come to rely more and more on “special 
operators” for many types of missions. In an era of dwindling 
budgets and dispersed, hidden enemies, when Americans have 
become fatigued by disastrous military occupations, the value 
of pinprick operations by elite forces is clear. The budget for 
the Special Operations Command has more than doubled since 
2001, reaching $10.5 billion, and the number of deployments 
has more than quadrupled. Now the head of that command, 
Adm. William H. McRaven, is calling for more resources and 
more autonomy. The New York Times reported on Feb. 12 
that McRaven is “pushing for a larger role for his elite units 
who have traditionally operated in the dark corners of 
American foreign policy.” He wants to expand Special 
Operations Forces in Asia, Africa, and Latin America, and 
have the authority to move forces and equipment as needed, 
assuring greater flexibility and speed. 

Who can blame him? This is a Special Ops moment. The 
Navy SEALs, in particular, have never appeared so heroic and 
effective. They killed Osama bin Laden in Pakistan last year, 
and just last month rescued two aid workers held hostage in 
Somalia. At a time when many Americans think their 
government is incompetent, the SEALs are public employees 
who often get the job done. They’re a morale booster, and they 
know it. Which may help explain why they collaborated in an 
upcoming full-length feature film starring active Navy SEALs 
called Act of Valor -- a controversial undertaking, originally 
intended to bolster recruitment, that some in the military 
regard as foolish and helpful only to the enemy. 

Obama wants to balance the need for the increasingly 
valuable services of special operators with a clear-sighted 
assessment of the strategic implications of expanding their 
missions. He’s right to be mindful of the dangers: mission 
creep, hubris, a messy “Black Hawk Down” disaster. Act of 
Valor represents its own kind of overreach: the military knows 
little about moviemaking, and the film reflects that. The 
kinetics will doubtless impress, but the acting and the script 
will not. (One SEAL, about to parachute into a dangerous 
mission, says to another: “I’ll tell you what, the only thing 
better than this right here is being a dad. Except for that whole 
changing-diapers thing.”) A better movie is likely to be one 
starring Tom Hanks, scheduled for release in 2013, about the 
Maersk Alabama episode. 

Other kinds of hubris get people killed, and can tarnish 
America’s standing for years. That’s partly why some U.S. 
diplomats, and even a few officers among the military brass, 
have expressed misgivings about expanding the role and 

power of Special Ops. Some of these critics worry that the 
Special Forces, if their numbers bloat further, won’t be so 
special anymore. “The whole idea of Special Ops is quality, 
not quantity,” says Peter Singer of the 21st Century Defense 
Initiative at the Brookings Institution. “But there are concerns 
in that community of, how big could it reasonably get before it 
gets bogged down?” 

The challenges of secret missions are many: legal, moral, 
practical. Few people are more aware of that than the man 
who ultimately pulls the trigger. Obama’s generally balanced 
approach to such missions is captured in the story of an 
operation against a key al Qaeda terrorist in September 2009. 

The CIA and military had been hunting Saleh Ali Saleh 
Nabhan for years. He was a suspect in the 1998 bombings of 
the American embassies in Kenya and Tanzania, and had been 
directly implicated in other deadly terrorist attacks in East 
Africa, including a suicide bombing of an Israeli-owned resort 
in Mombasa. He was an important link between al Qaeda and 
its Somalia-based affiliate, and a potential wealth of 
information on how the jihadist networks operate. Killing him 
would have been a significant victory, but capturing him alive 
could have been even better. 

After months of patiently watching him, American 
intelligence officers suddenly learned that Nabhan was 
preparing to travel along a remote desert road in southern 
Somalia. There wasn’t much time to act. Early one September 
evening, more than three dozen officials assembled by secure 
videoconference to consider options. The meeting was led by 
Adm. Mike Mullen, chairman of the Joint Chiefs. After a short 
introduction, he called on Admiral McRaven, then head of the 
Joint Special Operations Command (JSOC) and one of the 
military’s most experienced terrorist hunters. Nabhan had 
been under close surveillance for months. He had stayed 
mostly in heavily populated areas, where the risk of casualties, 
either to civilians or American soldiers, was too great to 
launch a raid. But now it looked as if Navy SEALs had the 
narrow window of opportunity they’d been hoping for. 

McRaven told the group that Nabhan’s convoy would 
soon be setting out from the capital, Mogadishu, on its way to 
a meeting of Islamic militants in the coastal town of Baraawe. 
The square-jawed Texan and former Navy SEAL crisply laid 
out the “Concepts of Operation” that had been developed in 
anticipation of this moment. Several options were spelled out, 
along with the military hardware that would be required for 
each, as well as collateral-damage estimates: 

The military could fire Tomahawk cruise missiles from a 
warship off the Somali coast. This was the least dangerous 
option in terms of U.S. casualties but not the most precise. 
(Missiles have gone astray, hitting civilians, and even when 
they strike their target, they don’t always take it out.) Such 
missile strikes had been a hallmark of the Bush administration. 
For all of its “dead or alive” rhetoric, the Bush White House 
was generally cautious when it came to antiterrorist operations 
in anarchic areas like Somalia. The second option was a 
helicopter-borne assault on Nabhan’s convoy. There was less 
chance of error there: small attack helicopters would allow the 
commandos to “look the target in the eye and make sure it was 
the right guy,” according to one military planner. The final 
option was a “snatch and grab,” a daring attempt to take 
Nabhan alive. From a purely tactical standpoint, this was the 
most attractive alternative. Intelligence from high-value 
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targets was the coin of the realm in the terror wars. But it was 
also the riskiest option. 

Unstated but hanging heavily over the group that evening 
was the memory of another attempted capture in Somalia. 
Many on the call had been in key national-security posts in 
October 1993 during the ill-fated attempt to capture a Somali 
warlord that became known as “Black Hawk Down,” after a 
book of the same name. That debacle left 18 dead Army 
Rangers on the streets of Mogadishu, and inspired al Qaeda 
leaders to think they could defeat the American superpower. 
As Daniel Benjamin, the State Department’s coordinator for 
counterterrorism, said during the meeting: “Somalia, 
helicopters, capture. I just don’t like the sound of this.” 

As everyone left the meeting late that evening, it was 
clear that the only viable plan was the lethal one. Obama later 
signed off on Operation “Celestial Balance.” The job was 
given to SEAL Team 6, officially known as United States 
Naval Special Warfare Development Group, or DEVGRU, 
under the command of JSOC. (DEVGRU is the most elite 
team in the SEALs; its members refer to others as the 
“vanilla” teams.) The next morning Somali villagers saw 
several low-flying attack helicopters emerge over the horizon. 
Several AH-6 Little Birds, deployed from U.S. naval ships off 
the Somali coast, approached the convoy, strafing Nabhan’s 
jeep and another vehicle. Nabhan and several other militants 
were killed. One of the helicopters landed just long enough for 
a small team of commandos to scoop up some of Nabhan’s 
remains -- the DNA needed to prove he was dead. 

One of the debates around such operations, then and now, 
concerns something called Sensitive Site Exploitation (SSE). 
From their experiences in Iraq and Afghanistan, Special Ops 
Forces had learned that the best intelligence often comes from 
sifting through after-action debris. They wanted not just to kill 
terror targets but to rummage through their belongings -- what 
the spooks call “pocket litter.” “This is where the [political] 
fight comes,” says a Pentagon official involved. “From that 
day forward we wanted to put our boots on the ground to do 
SSE, but the president was not supportive ... That would 
become the issue between Special Operations Forces and the 
administration.” An official involved in such issues says the 
Pentagon misinterpreted many of the questions the president 
had about such operations. He was not opposed -- as the 
Nabhan case illustrates -- he just wanted to do cost-benefit 
analysis on a case-by-case basis. 

Obama has certainly been impressed with the Special Ops 
-- their precision and their professionalism. A wooden board 
that hangs above the SEAL training grounds in Coronado, 
Calif., is inscribed with a line that all newbies internalize: 
“The only easy day was yesterday.” Instructors make sure 
“everything goes wrong” on a training mission, says Don 
Mann, 53, a retired SEAL and author of Inside SEAL Team 
Six. Mock raids include surprise booby traps, faulty 
equipment, and unexpected snipers. Special operators “will get 
off [a real] mission and say that was a piece of cake, only 
because they were used to difficult training,” Mann says. 

Still, no amount of training can teach fighters what they 
can learn in life-and-death situations. Better-honed skills are 
one clear benefit of the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, where 
special operators carried out mission after mission. Some of 
those went badly, of course. In one such case in 2010, SEAL 
Team 6 conducted a predawn raid to rescue Scottish aid 
worker Linda Norgrove and three Afghan colleagues from 

their Taliban captors. Tragically, a grenade thrown by one of 
the commandos killed Norgrove. Many special operators have 
also sacrificed their lives, including 22 on a helicopter that 
was shot down in Afghanistan last August. Howard Wasdin, a 
former SEAL whose memoir, Seal Team Six, came out a week 
after the bin Laden raid, says the high risk of death is built into 
the job. “We used to have a saying,” he remarks: “Live fast, 
die young, and leave a good-looking corpse.” 

The wars in Iraq and Afghanistan also accustomed the 
special operators -- and their political bosses -- to cross-border 
operations. There was hesitation at first. In 2007, for instance, 
when the insurgency was raging in Iraq, al Qaeda fighters 
were pouring across the Syrian border to join the fight against 
America. U.S. intelligence believed the Syrian government 
had either helped or looked the other way. The Bush 
administration placed diplomatic pressure on Damascus to try 
to end the terror pipeline, but the problem persisted. 
Something had to be done. 

In October 2008 Gen. David Petraeus ordered a bold 
helicopter-borne assault inside Syria. Two dozen commandos 
dropped out of Black Hawk helicopters into the village of 
Sukkariyah, about six miles from the Iraqi border. Their 
mission was to kill or capture Abu Ghadiyah, an al Qaeda cell 
leader who was coordinating the movement of foreign fighters 
into Iraq. A gun battle erupted and as many as nine terrorists 
were killed, including Abu Ghadiyah. The Americans returned 
to base unharmed. Syria closed down several U.S. institutions 
in Damascus and protested to the United Nations. 

There were more such raids that the military has never 
discussed. Over time, the al Qaeda pipeline was effectively 
shut down, at least for a while. 

In some lawless places, or countries that harbor terrorists, 
such operations may be necessary. But what about elsewhere? 
The Act of Valor movie shows the SEALs moving from place 
to place -- Costa Rica, the high seas, Somalia, Mexico -- 
treating the world as their war zone. (They cooperate with 
Mexican forces, but elsewhere they seem to march to their 
own music.) In real life they do a lot of collaborating, but 
there are risks even in projecting a more aggressive 
Hollywood image to the rest of the world. 

The Rambo approach doesn’t always sit well with 
diplomats. “If you start taking out people all over the world in 
other people’s countries, some of whom we are at peace with, 
I think you’ll get into some serious diplomatic issues of people 
saying the U.S. isn’t the global police,” says Ronald 
Neumann, a former deputy assistant secretary of state who 
now runs a Washington nonprofit. “There is also the risk a 
mission will eventually go wrong and we’ll end up with lots of 
prisoners somewhere in the world.” 

Others worry that the military is conducting spy missions 
without the same kind of scrutiny that is given to the CIA or 
other civilian agencies. “The challenge is, how do you balance 
operational efficiency, JSOC’s main talent, against the need 
for oversight?” says Marc Ambinder, coauthor of a recent e-
book on Special Ops. Military critics have their own concerns. 
“One of these days, if you keep publishing how you do this, 
the other guy’s going to be there ready for you,” fumed retired 
Army Lt. Gen. James Vaught at a recent conference in 
Washington. He was speaking directly to Admiral McRaven: 
“Mark my words. Get the hell out of the media!” Vaught 
knows a thing or two about how things can go wrong. He ran 
the task force that tried to rescue the U.S. hostages in Iran in 
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1980, which became a fiasco after aircraft ran into dust storms 
and encountered other unexpected problems. 

McRaven responded to Vaught’s criticism by saying that 
the military is in a different era now and needs to be more 
open. “With the social media being what it is today, with the 
press and the 24-hour news cycle, it’s very difficult to get 
away from it,” he said, adding that “not only does the media 
focus on our successes, we’ve had a few failures. And I think 

having those failures exposed in the media also kind of helps 
focus our attention, helps us do a better job.” McRaven also 
defended Act of Valor as a natural progression from earlier 
portrayals of Special Ops in Hollywood. He recognized the 
value of such images as a recruitment tool, and related them to 
his own experience. His infatuation with the military and 
Special Ops began, he said, when he saw John Wayne in The 
Green Berets. 
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42. 50-Year Anniversary Of John Glenn's Mission Around The Earth 
Half a century ago, John Glenn circled the earth in a space capsule named Friendship 7 and restored a bit of 
American confidence 
(MIAMI HERALD 18 FEB 12) ... Fred Grimm 

KENNEDY SPACE CENTER -- Two old heroes 
remembered their fellow Project Mercury astronauts, the ones 
who are gone now. And something else, something crucial, 
something gone missing from the American space program. 

“I was thinking that we needed five more chairs on stage 
today,” John Glenn said. 

Glenn and Scott Carpenter, Glenn’s back-up on Feb. 20, 
1962, when an Atlas rocket blasted him off into orbit, came to 
the Kennedy Space Center Friday to remember an era when 
those first dicey Mercury missions were the stuff of national 
drama. When the space race with the Soviets was a driving 
national obsession. When John Glenn was the quintessential 
American hero. “The adulation and attention was 
unbelievable,” Glenn said Friday. 

Tom Wolfe, in The Right Stuff, called him the “last true 
national hero,” and 50 years after Glenn’s first reach into the 
firmament, when stars of sports, movies, reality television and 
other frivolities have come to monopolize the public 
adoration, Wolfe seems more right than ever. 

“I’m just sorry those other five guys aren’t with us,” said 
Glenn, 90, still Marine straight, looking as fit as he did on his 
return trip to space on the Shuttle Discovery in 1998 as the 
world’s oldest astronaut. 

Glenn, who also served three terms in the U.S. Senate, 
and Carpenter are the only astronauts of the original Mercury 
Project still alive. Gus Grissom died in 1967, when his 
spacecraft was engulfed in flames while still on the launch 
pad. Deke Slayton died of cancer in 1993. Alan Shepard died 
of leukemia in 1998, Gordon Cooper died of heart failure in 
2004, and Wally Schirra died of a heart attack in 2007. All 
names once familiar to every school kid in America. 

But it was the death, or at least the hiatus, of the 
American manned space program that cast another kind of 
poignancy over Friday’s commemoration. 

The 50th anniversary of Glenn’s three turns around the 
earth, four hours, 55 minutes and 23 seconds aloft, has 
coincided with the cessation of NASA’s manned space flights. 
After 135 missions over three decades, the last space shuttle 
flew in July. Congress hasn’t found the funds to build the 
booster and spacecraft that might take Americans to the moon 
or Mars or beyond. 

The Kennedy Space Center continues with unmanned 
flights. (Weather caused a postponement of an Atlas launch on 
Friday. “Welcome to the space program,” joked Glenn, who 
suffered through 11 postponements before his first blast into 
space.) 

Private industry has been working with NASA toward 
manned commercial flights, but at the moment the U.S. has no 
engines to carry astronauts into space. It gave the celebration a 
kind of eulogistic air. Glenn lamented that America now has 
become dependent on Russian Soyuz rockets to ferry U.S. 
astronauts and supplies to the International Space Station. “As 
unseemly as that may seem for the world’s most spacefaring 
nation.” 

He added, “If something happens to the Soyuz, we have 
no way of getting into space.” Or to the International Space 
Station, “the most unique laboratory ever devised by man,” in 
which, he noted, the U.S. has already invested $100 billion. 

The description of this dismal present made for a stunning 
contrast to Glenn’s memories of that harrowing Mercury 7 
adventure. He described the unknowns of zero-gravity space 
flight 50 years ago, when the whole of NASA had less 
computing power “than the cellphone in your pocket.” 
Ophthalmologists worried that his eyeballs would lose their 
shape, he said. “I had an eye chart taped in the capsule.” No 
one knew how fluids in the inner ear would react. Or even if a 
human being could digest food in zero G. 

And the flight itself was fraught with danger, as the 
capsule’s heat shield began to tear away on reentry. Flaming 
chunks of the retro rocket came flying past his window. The 
automatic controls failed. Glenn was forced to fly a flaming 
capsule home. Home to the role of national hero. 

Carpenter, who followed Glenn into orbit three months 
later, called fame “an occupational hazard.” He said Friday he 
thought of the fame astronauts attracted as no more than “a 
shiny spot on an old coat.” 

But the space program now suffers from something quite 
on the other side of fame: public indifference, along with a 
lack of enthusiasm among political leaders. Glenn said the 
space program never recovered from President George W. 
Bush’s 2004 decision to replace the shuttle flights with a 
program to reach the moon and Mars — “but without the 
funding.” 

More than money is needed to save the manned space 
program. Glenn spoke of the need to “galvanize public 
support” and “reenergize our thinking.” He wants astronauts to 
inspire American kids to renew their flagging interest in math 
and science. 

The old hero knew, without saying it, what’s needed to 
save the space program: 

A new American hero. Another John Glenn. 
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43. Military Branches Can Offer 15-Year Retirement 
(KILLEEN (TX) DAILY HERALD 20 FEB 12) ... Colleen Flaherty 

With the Army slated to cut 80,000 soldiers through 
attrition and other means during the next six years, a lapsed 
force management tool has become available again. 

The annual National Defense Authorization Act, signed 
into law Dec. 31, allows military branches to offer retirement 
to some personnel at 15 years, instead of the standard 20. The 
option hasn't been available since 2002. 

"The (Temporary Early Retirement Authority) provides 
another option for the services' force shaping toolkits," 
Defense Department spokeswoman Elaine Lainez said in an 
emailed statement. "Use of this, and other authorities, is up to 
the service secretaries, as they manage their end strength." 

Although the Army has not announced when or if it will 
implement the option, the Navy plans on allowing a certain 
number of enlisted Sailors to apply for it, Chief of Naval 
Operations Adm. Jonathan W. Greenert announced last month. 

The Army last exercised this option during the force 
reduction of the 1990s. Between 1992 and 2002, 16,255 
active-duty soldiers opted for early retirement, according to 
Army records. 

Congress didn't renew the Temporary Early Retirement 
Authority following 2002, however, as the military again 
began to grow with the demands of emerging conflicts 
overseas. 

Now, as those wars wind down and the Defense 
Department must shrink its budget, at least one group believes 
the 15-year option is a good choice. 

Retired Air Force Col. Steve Strobridge, of the Virginia-
based Military Officers Association of America, said he was 
involved in designing the service's 15-year retirement option 
in the 1990s as its chief of compensation, and advocated for 
the option again this year. 

"We got the authority (in the 1990s) mainly because 
without it, we would have had to involuntarily separate people 
with fairly lengthy service, and we didn't think that was right," 
he said. "It didn't completely eliminate involuntary separation, 
but it certainly provided a lot of relief to certain people short 
of 20 (years)." 

Target Overages 

If branches reinstate the option in a format similar to last 
time, it won't be available to everyone, Strobridge said. 
"Usually, they do it in overage skills areas or do it for people 
who have been passed over once for promotion — those who 
are somewhat less competitive." 

Of the Army's 150 military occupation specialities, more 
than half were over-strength at the beginning of the year in at 
least one skill level, according to information from the Army 
Human Resources Command, at Fort Knox, Ky. 

Although his artillery occupation specialty doesn't put 
him at a high risk of involuntary discharge, longtime 1st 
Cavalry Division soldier Sgt. Stephen Mondy, 30, said last 
week the 15-year option was interesting. 

"I think it should be an available option for people that 
want to get out early," he said, adding that people would have 
to carefully assess their future earning potential. 

For now, Mondy, currently assigned to the 170th Infantry 
Brigade at Baumholder, Germany, said he plans to stay in the 
Army for at least 20 years. "(After) 20 years, we only get a 
percentage of our benefits, and 15 years, of course, would 
mean even less. It's all about long-term planning." 

Strobridge agreed that the 15-year retirement option isn't 
as padded as the traditional plan. While active-duty military 
personnel get pensions equal to 50 percent of their average 
earnings during their last three years of service, those retiring 
early would get 2.5 percent less for each year of service less 
than 20. They'd also incur an additional 1 percent penalty for 
each year of service less than 20. 

A soldier with 15 years of service, for example, would get 
37.5 percent of his average end salary, minus 5 percent of that 
total. 

But like 20-year retirees, Strobridge said, "you get full 
medical benefits and Commissary and (Post) Exchange 
benefits, that kind of thing." 

The option would save the military money in the long run 
and is the right thing to do, he added. "It's more expensive 
than involuntarily separating people, but that's a matter of 
conscience." 
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44. Head Of Madigan Removed From Command Amid PTSD Probe 
(SEATTLE TIMES 21 FEB 12) ... Hal Bernton 

Col. Dallas Homas has been administratively removed 
from command of Madigan Healthcare System less than a year 
after taking over the top leadership position at the Western 
Washington military medical center. 

Homas' departure, announced Monday, comes as the 
Army Medical Command launches an investigation into 
Madigan's treatment and screening of soldiers with post-
traumatic stress disorder. 

The investigation is looking into complaints by soldiers 
that their PTSD diagnoses were improperly reversed and into 
comments a Madigan psychiatrist made about how costly 
PTSD diagnoses were for taxpayers. 

During a U.S. House Appropriations subcommittee 
meeting this month, Lt. Gen. Patricia Horoho, the Army 
surgeon general, also said the investigation would examine 
whether undue command influence was involved in the 2010 
closure of a Madigan outpatient PTSD treatment program. 

While the investigations are ongoing, Homas has been 
administratively removed from his position, according to Maj. 
Gen. Philip Volpe, who heads the Western Regional Medical 
Command, which oversees Madigan. 

"This is a common practice during ongoing investigations 
and nothing more," said Volpe. "Through this action, all 
leadership, both at Madigan and throughout the Western 
Regional Medical Command, reaffirms their faith and trust in 
the investigation." 

Homas is a West Point graduate who has had a 
distinguished career in Army medicine that included 
deployments to Afghanistan and Iraq, where he served as 
Command Surgeon. His military honors include two Bronze 
Stars. 

"I remain optimistic that the truth will come out with 
these investigations," Homas said Monday. "I don't feel that I 
or my team have done anything wrong." 
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Homas was appointed Madigan's commander in March 
2011. Responding to news about the PTSD investigation, 
Homas said recently, "We welcome the opportunity to show 
investigators our procedures and practices and are committed 
to doing so with the utmost transparency and cooperation." 

Madigan is on Joint Base Lewis-McChord south of 
Tacoma and has been a major health-care facility for soldiers 
returning from tours of duty in Iraq and Afghanistan. 

The focal point of the Army Medical Command 
investigation is a Madigan forensic psychiatric team that has 
the lead role in screening soldiers being considered for 
medical retirement due to PTSD. 

The current Madigan system for screening PTSD patients 
was set up in October 2008, according to a statement from 
Madigan. At that time, Horoho, the current surgeon general, 
served as Madigan's commander, according to The 
Mountaineer, a Madigan publication. 

Soldiers diagnosed with PTSD gain at least a 50 percent 
rating of disability, and qualify for pensions, family health 
insurance and other financial benefits. 

In 2011, an ombudsman investigated complaints from 
soldiers who said that the forensic psychiatric team had 

reversed earlier diagnoses of PTSD, and tagged some of them 
as possible malingerers. 

The ombudsman also wrote a memo about a lecture in 
which a member of the forensic psychiatric team talked about 
the need to be "good stewards" of taxpayer dollars and not 
rubber stamp PTSD diagnoses that could result in a soldier 
earning $1.5 million in benefits over a lifetime. 

The ombudsman investigation resulted in more than a 
dozen soldiers getting the chance for a second PTSD screening 
by doctors from Walter Reed National Military Medical 
Center outside Washington, D.C. 

Fourteen of those soldiers will have the results of their 
Walter Reed reviews detailed beginning Tuesday in individual 
meetings at Madigan with Col. Rebecca Porter, chief of 
behavioral health, Office of the U.S. Army Surgeon General. 

In the weeks ahead, more are expected to get second 
reviews at Walter Reed. 

While the investigation unfolds, Dr. William Keppler, the 
leader of Madigan's forensic psychiatric team, has been 
suspended from clinical duties. 

Also in the interim, Col. Mike Heimall, commander, 
Irwin Army Community Hospital, Fort Riley, Kan., will 
assume command of Madigan as its interim commander. 

Return to Index 
 

45. Justice Dept. Backs Equal Benefits For Gay Couples In Military 
(NEW YORK TIMES 18 FEB 12) ... Charlie Savage 

WASHINGTON--The Obama administration on Friday 
said it would not defend the constitutionality of statutes 
blocking same-sex military spouses from receiving marriage 
benefits--including rights to visitation in military hospitals, 
survivor benefits, and burial together in military cemeteries. 

In a letter to the House speaker, John A. Boehner, 
Attorney General Eric H. Holder Jr. said that the Justice 
Department shared the view of plaintiffs in a lawsuit in 
Massachusetts that such laws — including a part of the 
Defense of Marriage Act, and statutes governing veterans’ 
benefits —are unconstitutional. 

Mr. Holder announced nearly a year ago that the Obama 
administration would no longer defend a section of the 
Defense of Marriage Act that prevents federal recognition of 
same-sex marriages that are legal at the state level. In 
response, House Republicans hired a legal team to defend it in 
the other lawsuits. 

Mr. Boehner and other Republicans have strongly 
criticized the move, saying the Justice Department has a duty 
to defend federal statutes. A spokesman for Mr. Boehner’s 
office referred questions to lawyers hired by the House, who 
did not respond to an e-mail. 

As in the earlier case, the administration also said Friday 
that it would continue to enforce the statutes applying to same-
sex military spouses unless Congress repealed them or a court 
ruling striking them down. In his letter on Friday, Mr. Holder 
invoked the same reasoning that he cited a year ago in the 
other cases: laws treating people in same-sex marriages 
differently from heterosexual relationships serve no 
compelling government interest and violate the Constitution’s 
guarantee of equal protection under the law. 

“The legislative record of these provisions contains no 
rationale for providing veterans’ benefits to opposite-sex 
spouses of veterans but not to legally married same-sex 
spouses of veterans,” he wrote. “Neither the Department of 
Defense nor the Department of Veterans Affairs identified any 
justifications for that distinction that could warrant treating 
these provisions differently from” the marriage act. 

The lawsuits that generated the administration’s decision 
a year ago involved civilian legal matters, such as the right of 
a surviving spouse not to pay estate taxes on inherited assets. 
The new lawsuit involves military-related matters. 
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46. Growing Military Gay Group Aims For Benefits 
Defense resort to host gathering 
(WASHINGTON TIMES 21 FEB 12) ... Rowan Scarborough 

An association of gays in the military has more than 
doubled its membership since last year, is setting up more on-
base chapters, and plans to hold its next national conference at 
a Defense Department resort at Walt Disney World. 

The expansion of the group OutServe in the five months 
since the repeal of the Pentagon's ban on open gays shows 
how a steady stream of service members is coming out of the 

closet and becoming better organized to achieve demands for 
more benefits. 

Air Force 1st Lt. Josh Seefried, OutServe's co-director, 
said its current 4,900 members are more than double the 
number on Sept. 20, when the prohibition ended. There are 
now 42 local chapters at bases around the world. 

"We're about to become the largest [lesbian, gay, 
bisexual, transgender employee resource groups] in the 
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world," Lt. Seefried told The Washington Times. "We're about 
to pass the major corporations such as IBM and Microsoft as 
the largest gay organization for employees." 

Local chapters are becoming more active. 
The OutServe group at Bagram Air Base in Afghanistan, 

a nation at war, recently produced a video starring three 
enlisted personnel who give advice under the theme of "It Gets 
Better," a slogan of the gay-rights movement. 

"Don't allow anyone to tell you you can't do anything," 
says Staff Sgt. Steven Procter. 

"Life does get better, but it won't get better until you start 
to accept yourself for who you are," says Staff Sgt. Shelise 
Harmon. 

The video concludes with scenes of military personnel 
across the base holding up makeshift "It Gets Better" signs. 

OutServe attracted more than 200 people to its first 
national conference in Las Vegas last fall, when Douglas B. 
Wilson, assistant secretary of defense for public affairs, spoke 
to the group. 

It expects to double that number Oct. 25-28, when the 
second conference opens at Shades of Green, a 586-room 
resort in Orlando, Fla., owned by the Defense Department. 

Lt. Seefried said OutServe sent solicitations to about 40 
cities, including Orlando, whose tourism department contacted 
Shades of Green, which then sought the booking. 

"One thing we like about the military property is it gives a 
very low hotel rate for your younger troops who attend," he 
said. "You can't beat the hotel rates there, and that's a big 
driver." 

Shades of Green is one of three Armed Forces Recreation 
Centers in the U.S.; others are in Hawaii and Virginia Beach. 

"This resort is designed to provide R&R for our nation's 
brave servicemembers, their families and certain other eligible 
persons," the website states. 

"Imagine a peaceful wooded setting surrounding 586 
oversized guest rooms, cascading waterfalls, lush tropical 
gardens, spectacular views from private patios and balconies 
amid stunning sunrises. With diverse dining options, 
championship golf, plenty of kids' activities and a premier 
location on Walt Disney World Resort, Shades of Green has 
all you are looking for in a totally relaxing vacation 
destination." 

The name reflects the camouflage battle uniforms of four 
military branches. 

Elaine Donnelly, who heads the Center for Military 
Readiness and worked to keep the ban on gays in the military, 
said OutServe is showing itself to be divisive. 

"OutServe is a gay activist group using provocative 
tactics to advance their agenda in the military, and to establish 
themselves as a special-interest group pushing self-serving 
demands," Mrs. Donnelly said. "Special-interest advocacy 
groups, which are inherently divisive, are not permitted for 
any other cohort in the military." 

Gay-rights groups have listed a number of demands since 
the end of "don't ask, don't tell," including allowing cross-
dressers and transsexuals to serve openly, and providing 
benefits for the spouses of gays. 

The Pentagon said it cannot provide such benefits because 
of the federal Defense of Marriage Act, which defines 
marriage as the partnership of one man and one woman. 
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47. High Court Examines Lying About Military Exploits 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 21 FEB 12) ... Mark Sherman 

WASHINGTON - Xavier Alvarez was in good company 
when he stood up at a public meeting and called himself a 
wounded war veteran who had received the top military 
award, the Medal of Honor. 

Alvarez was lying about his medal, his wounds and his 
military service, but he wasn't the first man to invent war 
exploits. 

He was, however, one of the first people prosecuted under 
a 2006 federal law aimed at curbing false claims of military 
valor. 

Concerns that the law improperly limits speech and turns 
people into criminals for things they say, rather than do, are at 
the heart of the Supreme Court's review of his case and the 
Stolen Valor Act. 

Veterans groups have come to the aid of the Obama 
administration, which calls the law a narrowly crafted effort to 
protect the system of military awards that was established 
during the Revolutionary war by Gen. George Washington. 
The high court will hear the case Wednesday, which is 
Washington's 280th birthday. 

"They're committing fraud. They're impersonating 
somebody else. They take on attributes of somebody else, 
attributes of a hero who served honorably," said Pam Sterner, 
whose college term paper calling for the law wound up in the 
hands of members of Congress. "When you do that, 
impersonating someone else, that's fraud, not freedom of 
speech." 

Civil liberties groups, writers, publishers and news media 
outlets, including The Associated Press, have told the justices 
they worry the law, and especially the administration's defense 
of it, could lead to more attempts by government to regulate 
speech. 

When he established military decorations in 1782, seven 
years before he was elected as the nation's first president, 
Washington himself also prescribed severe military 
punishment for soldiers who purported to be medal winners 
but weren't. Since then, many men have embellished their war 
records, and some have won special recognition. 

It long has been a federal crime to wear unearned medals, 
but mere claims of being decorated were beyond the reach of 
law enforcement. 

The House of Representatives has more than once voted 
to name a post office after men who claimed awards they 
never received. The Air Force named an award after a man 
who falsely claimed to have survived the Bataan Death March 
and been awarded the Silver Star in World War II. The Boxing 
Writers of America named its perseverance award after the 
late Pat Putnam of Sports Illustrated because of his made-up 
tale of surviving a Chinese prisoner of war camp in the Korean 
War and receiving a Navy Cross. 

The Stolen Valor Act aimed to solve that problem, and 
garnered significant support in Congress during a time of war. 

"The admiration and respect for the military increased 
dramatically after 9/11 and the false claims, as well," said 
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Thomas A. Cottone Jr., a retired FBI agent who investigated 
phony award cases. 

Alvarez made his claims by way of introducing himself as 
an elected member of the Three Valleys Municipal Water 
District in Pomona, Calif. There is nothing to suggest that he 
received anything in exchange or that listeners especially 
believed him. 

Even Alvarez' lawyers acknowledged their client 
sometimes has trouble telling the truth. "Xavier Alvarez lied," 
they declare in the first sentence of their Supreme Court brief 
and go on to recount six separate lies in the next few lines. 

He lied when he claimed he played hockey for the Detroit 
Red Wings, married a Mexican starlet who made paparazzi 
swoon, was an engineer, rescued the American ambassador 
during the Iranian hostage crisis and was shot when he went 
back for the U.S. flag. Alvarez also lied, they said, when he 
talked about his military service. 

But the lies Alvarez told harmed no one, they said, so 
what he did couldn't be considered fraud. 

A three-judge panel of the 9th U.S. Circuit Court of 
Appeals in San Francisco struck down the law as an 
unconstitutional restraint on free speech and said the 
government might instead invest in an awards database that 
would make it harder for people to lay claim to medals they 
never won. Last month, the 10th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals 
in Denver upheld the law in a separate case, saying the First 
Amendment does not always protect false statements. 

The issue might never have reached this stage if not for 
the efforts of Sterner, and her husband, Doug. 

He is a decorated Vietnam veteran who has made it his 
work in recent years to ensure that service members get the 

recognition they deserve and expose those who falsely claim 
acts of heroism under fire. Rather than wait for the 
government to act, Doug Sterner has entered nearly 100,000 
award citations since Civil War in his online database, 
including all 3,475 Medal of Honor winners in U.S. history. 
His archive is used by the Military Times newspapers, 
published by Gannett Co. 

Pam Sterner went back to school in her early 40s at 
Colorado State University in Pueblo, Colo. In a political 
science course, she wrote a paper that grew out of her 
husband's frustrations over phony award claimants whose 
worst punishment was public embarrassment. That paper 
eventually led to the Stolen Valor Act. 

Doug Sterner's database did not save Rep. Jason Chaffetz, 
R-Utah, from some embarrassment when he invited cameras 
and reporters to watch him pin medals on an elderly Korean 
War veteran in June. 

The veteran, Myron Brown of Utah, said his 
Distinguished Service Cross and Silver Star were awarded 
belatedly, and he asked Chaffetz to present them to him 
publicly. 

After the ceremony took place, Sterner and others raised 
questions about the medals and the Pentagon confirmed to 
Chaffetz in December that they were not authentic. 

"Others have been burned by this. I have too, but I want 
to solve the problem," Chaffetz told the Salt Lake Tribune. He 
is planning a hearing of the House Oversight and Government 
Reform subcommittee he leads to explore creating a 
government-run awards database. 
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48. Pearl Harbor Survivor From Rome Receives Navy And Marine Corps Commendation Medal 
(SYRACUSE POST-STANDARD 20 FEB 12) ... Alaina Potrikus 

When the first torpedo hit the USS West Virginia at Pearl 
Harbor, shipfitter Sylvester “Syl” Puccio of Rome followed 
protocol and began to close hatches, doors and ventilators to 
make the ship’s compartments water-tight. 

With the ship already listing 28 degrees, Puccio had to 
think quickly when a fellow shipfitter told him that the keys to 
the compartment needed to initiate counterflooding were in 
another section of the ship. 

“I knew I couldn’t break the lock on the locker, so I took 
a large crank from the cable towing reel and attacked the 
hinges and demolished the locker door,” Puccio wrote of his 
experience on Dec. 7, 1941. 

After peeling back the door, Puccio cranked open the 
counter flooding tank valves on the starboard side, allowing 
the ship to right itself. Without it, the USS West Virginia 
likely would have suffered the same fate as the nearby USS 
Oklahoma, which turned upside down in eight minutes, 
trapping more than 400 people. 

More than 70 years after his action, Puccio was awarded 
the Navy and Marine Corps commendation medal Monday at 
the Franklin Hotel in Rome, surrounded by friends, family and 
fellow veterans. 

“Sir, I salute you,” Lt. Commander Kevin Newman told 
Puccio, 91, after pinning the medal on his jacket. 

Puccio’s children said their father never shared the 
significance of his actions. 

“He never talked in his stories like he was a hero,” said 
his son, John Puccio. “He just told what he did that day.” 

It took the research of Roger Hare of Auburn, whose 
father also served aboard the USS West Virginia, to discover 
the “man who saved the Wee Vee,” as the ship was known. 

“I always knew that I owed my life to the anonymous 
Sailor that bashed open that locker,” Hare said. If not for 
Puccio, Hare’s father, Howard, might have perished, and Hare 
wouldn’t be here. 

Hare said Puccio didn’t share his story initially out of 
respect for the Sailors that didn’t survive the attack. But Hare 
pored over Navy records and found additional evidence of 
Puccio’s actions in a report filed by a lieutenant. He submitted 
Puccio for Monday’s commendation with the help of U.S. 
Rep. Richard Hanna, R-Barneveld. 

Puccio’s ceremony was attended by USS West Virginia 
fireman Bill Langston, who said he was in the bowels of the 
ship at the time of the attack. 

“It took me a long time to reach topside,” Langston said. 
“If you had not stopped the ship from tipping and rolling over, 
I would not have been able to reach the deck.” 

Hare said there were hundreds of other veterans – and 
now their children, grandchildren and great-grandchildren – 
who owe Puccio a similar debt of gratitude. 

“We’re are all in awe of how many people are alive today 
because of one simple action,” John Puccio said. 
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Sylvester Puccio said he still remembers the lessons he 
learned from his shipmates – including those who didn’t 
survive the attack. 

“I always tried to live what I learned in the Navy,” Puccio 
said. “We were like a family.” 
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49. Week In Review Feb 11, 2012 - Feb 17, 2012 
(YOUTUBE 17 FEB 12) ... U.S. Navy 

Welcome to this week's U.S. Navy multimedia production 
featuring selected images from around the fleet received 
during the week of Feb 11, 2012 - Feb 17, 2012. 

The images represent the work of the many naval 
photographers deployed worldwide and submitted to Navy 
Visual News Service. For access to more than 100,000 high 
resolution photos visit: 
    http://www.navy.mil/view_photos_top.asp  and 
http://www.flickr.com/photos/usnavy/    . 

View U.S. Navy YouTube Channel 
View Clip (RT: 1:51) 
Broadcast Clip - 7 in :70 (Feb. 17, 2012) 
(YOUTUBE 17 FEB 12) U.S. Pacific Fleet 
A quick look at events and issues from the past week 

around Pacific Fleet making headlines at 
http://www.cpf.navy.mil. 

View Clip (RT: 1:10) 
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OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
50. Panetta Survives Bombardment Of Hill Criticisms, Concerns About Defense Budget Cuts 
(WASHINGTON POST 21 FEB 12) ... Walter Pincus 

Defense Secretary Leon E. Panetta has joked that he 
wants a combat badge “with clusters” for his three days on 
Capitol Hill last week spent fighting off critics of the Obama 
administration’s fiscal 2013 defense budget. 

During his appearances before the Senate and House 
Armed Services committees and the House Appropriations 
defense subcommittee, Panetta — a former eight-term House 
member himself — defended the $45.3 billion in proposed 
trims meant to meet provisions of the August 2011 Budget 
Control Act. 

No member called for deeper reductions. Instead, Panetta 
faced member after member who questioned the stretching out 
of purchasing aircraft, or the cancellation of a weapons 
system, or the changing of pay or health care or retirement 
costs, or the possible shift of mission or closing of a base or a 
National Guard or reserve unit. 

Panetta confessed Friday afternoon during a town hall 
meeting at Barksdale Air Force Base in Louisiana: 

“I’ve been in hearings for the last three days… I think I 
should get some kind of award going through that… [Laughs.] 

“I mean, I told — I told General [Martin] Dempsey [the 
chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, who appeared with him] 
I need a new, you know, combatant — a new combat badge 
[laughter] for going to Capitol Hill — with clusters 
[laughter].” 

But there are serious fiscal lessons from this first week of 
hearings on defense. 

First, forget about the sequestration threat to take an 
additional $500 billion from Pentagon spending in the next 10 
years. It’s not going to happen. Congress has to find some 
additional revenue streams — a war tax, for example — or cut 
spending somewhere else. 

These initial hearings clearly showed that the 
administration will have its hands full just maintaining the 
proposed 2013 reductions. 

Take the decision to halt procurement of one version of 
the unmanned, long-range surveillance aircraft, Global Hawk 
Block 30. The Pentagon will buy 21 and not the previously 
planned fleet of 31. Fourteen of these unmanned aerial 

vehicles are in service, four are in production, and three more 
have been funded at roughly $200 million each. 

The administration’s plan is to put the 21 in storage and 
continue using piloted U-2 aircraft for intelligence and 
surveillance missions. 

Both the Global Hawk and the U-2 have two basic sensors 
— one for imagery, another to intercept electronic messages. 
The latter sensors are roughly equal, but imagery on the U-2 is 
“far superior,” said Air Force Lt. Gen. Larry O. Spencer of the 
Joint Staff. “It would be cost prohibitive to try to get the 
Global Hawk to be as capable as the U-2,” he said. 

“The Block 30 Global Hawk has fundamentally priced 
itself out of our ability to afford it when the U-2 gives in some 
cases a better capability and in some cases just a slightly less 
capable platform,” Dempsey told the House Armed Services 
Committee. 

Panetta repeatedly had to defend his support of unmanned 
systems when asked about the Global Hawk decision. 

Before the House subcommittee, he said, “When you look 
at the cost effectiveness here, actually the U-2 provides an 
even better picture at a lesser cost and does the job.” He even 
pointed out that other elements of Global Hawk — the Block 
40 version, which provides a unique ground surveillance 
capability — are still being procured from Northrop 
Grumman. 

If you think the Block 30 battle is over, think again. 
According to the Feb. 13 issue of the San Diego-based 

North County Times, Northrop spokesman Jim Stratford said 
“the Air Force has told us that there is no change to the 
contract and that we are to continue work as contracted.” 

Northrop, which disputes the claim that the Global Hawk 
is too expensive, has the option of making its arguments 
directly to Congress. “So it really is too early in the process to 
speculate on any reductions,” Stratford told the North County 
Times. 

Another procurement change that drew repeated questions 
related to the F-35 Joint Strike Fighter, the highly complex, 
fifth-generation aircraft with stealth capability and highly 
sophisticated, new offensive and defensive technologies. 
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About 2,400 are to be bought over more than a decade. It 
is the Pentagon’s most costly procurement program. The 
decision was made to slow down production schedules 
because planes were being built while development work was 
still being done on key systems. For example, software 
controlling the F-35’s major war-fighting functions, the most 
complex ever planned for an airplane, has been delayed so that 
the last block will not be introduced to the aircraft until at least 
June 2015. 

While 29 F-35s will be funded in 2013, 179 fewer aircraft 
will be produced in the next five years, saving about $15.1 
billion. The 179 will be bought in later years. 

More than once, Panetta had to answer questions from 
lawmakers who argued that when you delay production in 

large acquisition programs such as the F-35, your costs 
increase. 

Slowing production, Panetta explained to the House 
subcommittee, would allow the manufacturer to “incorporate 
the changes that have to be made and make it less expensive 
when it comes to full production, as opposed to go into full 
production and then [later] having to make horrendous 
changes that are going to add to the cost.” 

When the same question came up later in the same 
hearing, Panetta was briefer: “We want to make damn sure 
that we don’t wind up… redoing these planes and adding to 
the cost. That’s what I’ve got to be careful of, and that’s why 
we slowed the production of these planes.” 

Let’s give Panetta another oak-leaf cluster, but don’t bet 
he’s going to come out a total winner in this particular war. 
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51. The End Of American Intervention 
(NEW YORK TIMES 19 FEB 12) ... James Traub 

For the last 20 years we have lived amid the furious 
clangor of war — and debates over how to wage it. The 
intense and urgent clashes in the 1990s over “humanitarian 
intervention” gave way to pitched battles over “regime 
change” and “democracy promotion” after 9/11, and then to 
arguments over “counterinsurgency strategy,” a new battle for 
hearts and minds, as Barack Obama ramped up the war in 
Afghanistan. 

The foreign policy debate has often felt like an 
ideological cockfight. And now, although we have not yet 
realized it, that era has come to an end. 

For proof, you need look no further than the Pentagon’s 
new “strategic guidance” document, issued last month in the 
wake of Mr. Obama’s pledge to cut $485 billion from the 
defense budget over the coming decade. It repeats many of the 
core objectives of recent American national security strategy: 
defeat Al Qaeda, deter traditional aggressors, counter the 
threat from unconventional weapons. 

But it also states, “In the aftermath of the wars in Iraq and 
Afghanistan, the United States will emphasize nonmilitary 
means and military-to-military cooperation to address 
instability and reduce the demand for significant U.S. force 
commitments to stability operations.” It goes on to note that 
“U.S. forces will no longer be sized to conduct large-scale, 
prolonged stability operations.” 

With this paragraph military planners signaled an abrupt 
end to the post-9/11 era of intervention. Only a few years ago 
the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan — wars of occupation, 
nation-building and counterinsurgency — looked like the face 
of modern conflict. Now they don’t. Americans don’t believe 
in them and can’t afford them anymore. 

The strategic guidance hit one other very new note: While 
American forces will continue to maintain a significant 
presence in the Middle East, the planners wrote, “We will of 
necessity rebalance towards the Asia-Pacific region.” This is 
bureaucratic code for “we will stand up to China,” which, the 
Obama administration has concluded, has superseded Al 
Qaeda as the chief future threat to American national security. 

To say this is not merely to assert that one region has 
taken precedence over another but that the traditional threat of 
the expansionist state has supplanted the threat of the stateless 
actor that emerged after 9/11. Of course, global problems like 
climate change, epidemic disease, nuclear proliferation and 

terrorism won’t go away. But in matters of war and peace, we 
seem to be returning to a more familiar world in which great 
powers maneuver for advantage. 

We left that world behind, or so we thought, with the end 
of the cold war, which deprived America of its traditional 
enemy and thus raised the question of whether and when we 
would resort to force. 

The answer came in the mid-1990s, when the Clinton 
administration felt compelled to respond to political chaos in 
Haiti and mass violence in the Balkans. Force could be used in 
the pursuit of justice. During the 2000 election campaign, 
George W. Bush vowed to put an end to these moralistic 
enterprises and to focus instead on great-power relations. 

But 9/11 turned those plans upside down. Indeed, the 
Bush administration’s 2002 national security strategy asserted 
that “America is now threatened less by conquering states than 
we are by failing ones.” Mr. Bush, far more than Mr. Clinton, 
yoked the use of force to a transcendent principle, insisting 
that America “must defend liberty and justice because these 
principles are right and true for all people everywhere.” 

Those were fighting words, and not just abroad. The 
debate over the war in Iraq revived many of the old debates 
from the Clinton era. Liberal internationalists like the British 
prime minister, Tony Blair, joined American neoconservatives 
like William Kristol and Robert Kagan in arguing for the use 
of force to bring about transformative political change, while 
“realists” on the left and right warned of the danger of reckless 
adventures. 

The era we have now entered will be a less ideologically 
charged one. The questions raised by China’s growing 
ambitions are categorically different from those provoked by 
9/11. China is an emerging power, and once having found 
their footing, emerging powers usually seek to expand at the 
expense of their neighbors. 

The world is accustomed to dealing with this kind of 
problem, which involves persuading the bumptious power that 
its interests lie in cooperation rather than in confrontation. 
And there is a fair amount of consensus in policy circles about 
how to deal with it. Conservatives have been sounding alarms 
about China’s military ambitions for several years, and the 
Obama administration has now begun to execute a “pivot” to 
Asia. On a visit to the region, President Obama announced 
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that America would station 2,500 Marines in Australia, even 
as it decreased military commitments elsewhere. 

Whatever policy the Obama administration or its 
successor adopts toward China, the broader East Asian region, 
unlike the Middle East, is filled with stable, and largely 
democratic, states. The United States does not have to defend 
liberty and justice there. Regime change, democracy 
promotion and nation-building will be off the table. So, for 
that matter, will war. 

America is not about to go to war with China, or with 
anyone else in Asia. The struggle to balance Chinese ambition 
will be left mostly to the Navy and Air Force, and our allies in 
the region. And it will not be a metaphysical one: the very 
complicated relationship with China is much less a clash of 
worldviews than of interests. 

Finally, there is the elemental fact that America can no 
longer afford its own ambitions. The failure of last year’s 
bipartisan effort to solve the deficit crisis triggered automatic 
cuts that are supposed to double the half-trillion dollars 
already scheduled to be sliced from the Pentagon budget. 

In his 2010 book, “The Frugal Superpower,” Michael 
Mandelbaum argued that the contraction of the American 
economy meant that “the defining fact of foreign policy in the 
second decade of the 21st century and beyond will be ‘less.’ ” 
Mr. Mandelbaum, himself a leading realist, suggested that the 
chief victim of the new austerity will be “intervention.” 

It may be so, though the NATO air campaign in Libya 
shows that humanitarian intervention is neither defunct nor 
doomed to failure. Such ventures, however, will be very rare, 
as the current stalemate over Syria implies. The coming years 
may well be a period of at least relative austerity, modesty and 
realism. Should we feel relieved? 

It is easy enough to say that the United States should no 
longer fight wars of occupation in the Middle East, or seek to 
promote democracy through regime change, or undertake 
counterinsurgency campaigns on a massive scale. But in a 
world of weak and failing states, are we also to abandon 
ambitious hopes to help build stable and democratic 
institutions abroad? Is foreign aid to wind up on the junk heap 
of failed dreams? 

America has been and can continue to be a force for good 
in the world. But those of us who have championed an 
idealistic foreign policy have been deeply chastened by the 
failure of so many fine hopes and have been forced to 
recognize both how much harm the United States can do with 
the best of intentions and how very hard it is to shape good 
outcomes inside other countries. So we must accept, if 
uneasily, the future which now seems to lie before us: We will 
do less good in the world, but also less harm. 

James Traub is a columnist at foreignpolicy.com and a 
fellow at the Center on International Cooperation. 
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52. Israel's Risky Option 
(LOS ANGELES TIMES 21 FEB 12) ... Dalia Dassa Kaye 

Talk of a military strike on Iranian nuclear facilities is not 
subsiding. If diplomacy can't head off Iran's nuclear ambitions, 
advocates for a military strike in Israel and the United States 
will only gain strength. While proponents may believe that 
Israel can endure the short-term military and diplomatic 
fallout of such action, the long-term consequences are likely to 
be disastrous for Israel's security. 

Those believed to favor a military option, such as Israeli 
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and Defense Minister 
Ehud Barak, argue that the Middle East with a nuclear-armed 
Iran would be far more dangerous than a military attack to 
prevent it. But their position rests on a faulty assumption that a 
future, post-attack Middle East would indeed be free of a 
nuclear-armed Iran. In fact, it may result in the worst of both 
worlds: a future nuclear-armed Iran more determined than 
ever to challenge the Jewish state, and with far fewer regional 
and international impediments to do so. 

Let's consider a post-attack Middle East. The risk factors 
are well known: potential Iranian retaliation in the Levant, the 
Persian Gulf and perhaps against Israeli and American 
interests abroad, as well as destabilizing consequences for 
global oil markets. Those Israelis who favor a strike believe 
that such retaliation would be limited and in any case less 
harmful than facing a nuclear-armed Iran. 

Those opposed to an attack, such as former Israeli Mossad 
head Meir Dagan, believe the risks are too uncertain and 
potentially too costly to justify a strike; in their view, covert 
actions will be more effective in slowing Iran's program, with 
fewer repercussions. 

The consensus among Western analysts is that a military 
attack against Iran would at best delay Iran's nuclear 
development, not stop it. This is because Iran's nuclear 

facilities are believed to be widely dispersed and deeply 
buried, and because the nuclear expertise that Iran has 
developed so far cannot be eradicated through military strikes. 
On top of that, military attacks could push Iran to weaponize 
its program. 

Thus, what the region's future may hold is not an Iran that 
has or hasn't acquired nuclear weapons, but rather a nuclear-
armed Iran that has or hasn't been attacked by Israel. 

Why should Israelis be worried about these alternatives? 
Because while a nuclear-armed Iran that hasn't been attacked 
is dangerous, one that has been attacked may be much more 
likely to brandish its capabilities, to make sure it does not face 
an attack again. That could lead to escalation between two 
nuclear adversaries that have no direct lines of 
communication. Cold War-style deterrence is not likely to 
work well under such circumstances. 

Absent an attack, there is at least the possibility Iran may 
seek only a "virtual" capability -- reaping the benefits of 
deterrence by possessing the technology necessary to build a 
weapon but not actually doing so. Such a posture would still 
be worrisome and would require intrusive inspections to 
maintain, but it would be far less destabilizing than an openly 
nuclear-armed Iran. It would also decrease the incentives for 
neighboring countries to consider a nuclear option. 

A unilateral attack by Israel would also diminish the 
determination of the international community to challenge 
Iranian transgressions of its Nuclear Nonproliferation Treaty 
commitments, or to continue to support Israel. The Obama 
administration has left "all options on the table," but it clearly 
does not want a military strike. 

Key players in Europe, not to mention smaller powers in 
Asia, would view military action as undermining diplomatic 
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and economic options to solve the problem. Russia and 
China's response would be more hostile, jeopardizing Israel's 
growing political and economic relations with both countries. 

Regional reactions would also be negative, further 
inflaming anti-Israel sentiment in Arab nations. Iran has been 
losing ground with Arab populations disillusioned with its 
repression at home and its support for President Bashar 
Assad's brutal repression in Syria, but an Israeli strike could 
allow Iran to bounce back as it plays the victim and fuels 
popular hatred toward Israel. 

Likewise, Israel's relationship with key neighbors Egypt 
and Jordan, more beholden to popular sentiment in the 
aftermath of the Arab uprisings, could be severely strained, 
putting at risk vital peace treaties. Any prospect of shared anti-
Iranian sentiment forging quiet common cause between Israel 
and Arab Persian Gulf states or Israel and Turkey would 
dissipate. 

Israel has never been integrated into the Mideast. But 
Israel has rarely faced total isolation. When Israel has 
confronted Arab nationalist adversaries in the past (Egypt and 
Iraq), it had the non-Arab "periphery" to turn to (Iran and 
Turkey). When Israel perceived a rising threat from Iran, it 
turned to peacemaking with its Arab neighbors. Israel has not 
faced a strategic situation in which it is isolated from Arabs 
and non-Arabs alike, while at the same time facing growing 
international isolation. 

To many in Israel, nothing could be worse than a future 
with a nuclear-armed Iran. But a future with a nuclear-armed 
Iran that has been attacked by Israel could actually be a lot 
worse. 

Dalia Dassa Kaye is a visiting fellow at the UCLA Burkle 
Center for International Relations and a senior political 
scientist at the Rand Corp. 
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53. The Toughest Op 
Following Bin Laden and Qaddafi, will special forces troops be tasked with taking out Bashar al-Assad? 
(FOREIGN POLICY 17 FEB 12) ... Robert Haddick 

This week, the New York Times reported on a draft 
proposal circulating inside the Pentagon that would 
permanently boost the global presence and operational 
autonomy of U.S. special operations forces. According to the 
article, Adm. William McRaven, the Navy SEAL who 
oversaw the raid that killed Osama bin Laden and who is now 
the commander of U.S. Special Operations Command 
(SOCOM), is requesting additional authority and 
independence outside of the normal, interagency decision-
making process. 

After the successful direct action strike against bin Laden 
and SOCOM's important role in training allied security forces 
in Afghanistan, the Philippines, and elsewhere, it is easy to 
understand how McRaven's command has become, as the New 
York Times put it, the Obama administration's "military tool 
of choice." A larger forward presence around the world and 
more autonomy would provide McRaven's special operations 
soldiers with some of the same agility enjoyed by the irregular 
adversaries SOCOM is charged with hunting down. 

McRaven's request for more operational authority is an 
understandable reaction to the additional responsibilities the 
Obama administration and the Pentagon are heaping on 
SOCOM's shoulders. In the post-Afghanistan era, it will be 
more politically difficult for U.S. policymakers to employ 
large numbers of conventional ground forces. But the work of 
hunting down terrorists and training foreign security forces in 
unstable areas will go on -- missions that will fall to 
McRaven's men. In addition, U.S. policymakers expect 
McRaven's troops to track down loose weapons of mass 
destruction anywhere in the world and to conduct discreet on-
the-ground reconnaissance and intelligence gathering when 
high-tech overhead systems can't collect the information 
needed. 

But the growing crisis in Syria could provide the most 
challenging test for McRaven and the operating authorities he 
seeks. Last year's successful overthrow of Muammar al-
Qaddafi showed how outside military support for insurgents -- 
a core special forces mission called unconventional warfare 
(UW) -- can produce decisive results with a small investment. 
Should a coalition of Arab and Western powers eventually 

intervene in support of Syria's rebels, McRaven and his 
operators might face their most complicated mission yet. 

The New York Times piece made no inference to UW, 
but it is a mission that dates back to the origins of U.S. Army 
special forces at the start of the Cold War and is a basic 
component of special forces training. Special forces UW 
doctrine usually foresees a Special Forces-led UW operation 
as just one line of effort in a larger military campaign typically 
dominated by conventional forces. But after Iraq and 
Afghanistan, U.S. policymakers may look to special 
operations UW campaigns to go it alone, doing the disruptive 
and controversial regime changing once entrusted to large 
armies. Major combat operations and unconventional warfare 
are both offensive operations. But with the use of conventional 
forces politically constrained, policymakers may look to 
McRaven's special operators to use their UW skills to carry 
out regime change, the most controversial of offensive 
missions. 

The Libyan rebels who ousted Qaddafi were supported by 
a classic unconventional warfare campaign. In addition to 
British and French special operators, hundreds of Qatari 
soldiers infiltrated into Libya during the fighting last summer. 
These covert forces (none, officially, from the United States) 
provided arms, equipment, training, and coordination with the 
NATO fighter-bombers that were systematically destroying 
Qaddafi's army. After a slow start, Libya's rebels, once 
provided with outside support, combined with NATO air 
power and drove Qaddafi from power. UW methods achieved 
a decisive result at little cost and seemingly little risk. 

Some now look to Syria and wonder whether a UW 
campaign could achieve the same result. Proponents will point 
to Libya as a model for success. They may also argue that the 
doctrine of "responsibility to protect" should apply to the 
Syrian civilian population as much as it did in Libya. And they 
may mention that the successful removal of Bashar al-Assad 
would inflict a grievous geostrategic setback to Iran. 
Opponents would note that such a campaign lacks legal 
authority from the United Nations Security Council thanks to 
opposition from Russia and China. And just because UW 
worked in Libya is no guarantee of success in Syria; a botched 
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operation could lead to an escalating quagmire, as U.S. 
policymakers have learned to their later regret on so many 
occasions. 

Chapter Four of the Army field manual for 
unconventional warfare contains a long list of planning 
considerations to take into account prior to beginning a UW 
campaign. These include numerous factors -- such as the 
viability of the insurgents and political constraints on U.S. 
actions -- that bear on whether a particular UW mission is 
feasible or even wise. As much as they wish it were otherwise, 
McRaven and administration policymakers don't get a chance 
to choose the problems that come across their desks, nor are 
they always allowed to wait until circumstances for a certain 
course of action become ideal. Last March, the approach of a 
Qaddafi armored column on Benghazi triggered NATO's 
intervention in Libya, ready or not. Perhaps the prospect of an 
al Qaeda takeover of the support to Syria's rebels may force 
the hand of policymakers in the Arab world and the West. 

With the usefulness of conventional forces on a steep 
decline after Iraq and Afghanistan, McRaven knows that much 
will be asked of his command in the period ahead. In response, 
he wants the authority to match those heavy responsibilities. 
The admiral will stand on familiar ground when asks for a 
freer hand to hunt top terrorists, train foreign security forces in 
difficult places, or conduct dangerous but important 
reconnaissance. 

What will be more interesting is how much policymakers 
will look to McRaven and his operators to carry out support 
for convenient insurgencies, one of the oldest and most 
controversial of special operations missions. Libya was 
textbook case of unconventional warfare. SOCOM may get 
Syria and perhaps its toughest job yet. 

Robert Haddick is Managing Editor of Small Wars 
Journal. Haddick was a U.S. Marine Corps officer, served in 
the 3rd and 23rd Marine Regiments, and deployed to Asia and 
Africa. He has advised the State Department and the National 
Intelligence Council on irregular warfare issues. 
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54. China As The Enemy 
(CHICAGO TRIBUNE 19 FEB 12) ... Steve Chapman 

Chinese Vice President Xi Jinping came to the United 
States last week, and that set alarm bells clanging. Among 
those who sorely miss the Cold War, China serves as an 
endless source of fear and loathing. 

Mitt Romney responded in tones appropriate for a bitter 
foe. Writing in The Wall Street Journal, he accused President 
Barack Obama of “weakness” that “has only encouraged 
Chinese assertiveness” while serving to “embolden China’s 
leaders at the expense of greater liberty.” 

As for our economic ties, he wrote, “A trade war with 
China is the last thing I want, but I cannot tolerate our current 
trade surrender.” 

Martial metaphors like that give the impression we are 
locked in a deadly struggle with Beijing. For that reason, it’s 
no surprise that in January of last year, China ranked first in a 
Pew Research Center poll as the country representing the 
greatest danger to the United States. In the latest one, it 
finished second only to Iran. 

The perception of Iran is understandable, given that our 
leaders seem bent on taking us to war there. But China? If 
we’re going to have adversaries, China is the best kind to 
have. 

For one thing, it’s no match for us militarily. The United 
States spends between two and nine times as much on defense 
as China. We have 11 aircraft carriers; they have one — which 
they bought, used, from Ukraine. We have nearly 3,700 
modern combat aircraft to their 307. 

“We don’t view China as a direct threat,” Vice Adm. 
Scott Van Buskirk, then the commander of the U.S. 7th Fleet, 
said last year. “To look at China through the lens of an 
adversary would be counterproductive.” 

It’s true that China has been upgrading its defense forces. 
But that’s what you would expect of a country that has gotten 
much richer in the past few decades. 

It’s also what you would expect of a country surrounded 
by neighbors with which it has had military conflicts — 
including Russia, Japan, India and Vietnam. Not to mention 
that it has 9,000 miles of coastline on the Pacific Ocean, which 
is effectively owned and operated by the U.S. Navy. 

Like any normal regional power, China aspires to have 
some capacity to dictate to others rather than be dictated to. 
That ambition could bring it to blows with the United States 
over Taiwan or over free passage in the South China Sea. 

Rising powers often collide with established powers, 
which means there is certainly potential for China to clash 
with the United States. But the two sides have proved able to 
peacefully manage their chief disagreement, Taiwan, decade 
after decade. 

Human rights will be a source of tension as long as 
Beijing persecutes dissidents, but it’s no cause for war. And 
the economic changes China has made are bound to lead, over 
time, to political liberalization. 

China bears little resemblance to Nazi Germany or the 
Soviet Union in its approach to the world. 

The post-Mao government has shown no interest in 
grabbing territory from neighbors, enforcing obedience or 
promoting revolution. It has no dangerous ideology to spread. 
It has exhibited a consistent desire to focus on internal 
development. 

It has done little to make trouble beyond its borders. 
China has repeatedly shown itself to be, writes Princeton 
scholar Aaron Friedberg, “a cautious power with limited 
aims.” 

What about the economic realm? In our daily lives, 
someone who sells us things and lends us money is to be 
valued, not feared. 

China is often accused of keeping its exchange rate low to 
benefit its export sector. But that’s not exactly an act of naked 
aggression. 

In fact, it’s a favor to American consumers, who get 
goods at a lower price than they otherwise would. If shipping 
us freighters full of merchandise were a way to reduce us to 
submission, we’d have been taken over by Japan 20 years ago. 

China’s rapid growth has been a good thing, not a bad 
one. It has transformed a backward communist nation into a 
thriving, mostly capitalist one. 

It has lifted hundreds of millions of people out of poverty. 
It has brought China into the world economy and the World 
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Trade Organization — where, if we think it’s using unfair 
trade practices, we can bring action to stop them. 

As long as it remains an authoritarian state, China is not 
going to be our BFF. But it is not fated to be an enemy, unless 
we decide to make it one. 
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55. Toward Higher Ideals: Past Lessons In Saving Our Navy Yard 
(PORTSMOUTH (NH) HERALD 19 FEB 12) ... Jim Splaine 

I've been going through my old storage to choose what I 
can sell at an upcoming yard sale and came across some faded 
Portsmouth Heralds. My collection reminds me of changes 
we've seen these past many years, yet how things stay the 
same. 

One paper I saved is from Monday, Nov. 25, 1963, with 
the front-page headline "President Kennedy Is Laid to Rest." It 
also has two pictures showing the shooting of Lee Harvey 
Oswald the day before. 

Inside are ads for Yoken's $1 Thanksgiving dinner 
complete with dessert, four loaves of bread at Richardson's 
Market for 75 cents, a 2-bedroom home in Pannaway Manor 
for $11,900, full-time work for $70 weekly, and on page 9: 

"Navy Meets With Union Men. The Navy has, for the 
first time, met with its employees at the Portsmouth Naval 
Shipyard for contract negotiations. This historic event took 
place Friday, when Rear Adm. Charles J. Palmer, the shipyard 
commander, met with top officials of three employee groups 
which now have exclusive recognition rights." The story goes 
on to detail the meeting with Metal Trades Council, 
Patternmakers, and Technical Engineers representatives. 

A yellowed June 1970 Herald "Souvenir Edition" that I 
also saved headlines "170 Years of Service" at the shipyard. 
It's full of stories titled "Naval Tradition Spans Centuries" and 
"Yard Life Is Nation's History." It's a fascinating read and lists 
the many ships built at the yard going back to the 1700s, with 
research by former editor/historian Ray Brighton and others. 

Our shipyard is a proud part of Portsmouth's history. It's a 
beautiful sight from a couple thousand feet up, where you see 
a well-compacted thoroughly developed piece of land 
surrounded by water. It looks ready to build whatever is 
needed to defend a nation. 

And for 250 years, it has. That our shipyard has served 
America well through wars and peace is unquestioned. 
Considering our precarious future, and the unknown dangers 
of a 21st century that is seeing unrest in the Middle East and 
an unpredictable North Korea, China and Russia, it's 
unimaginable why any mind in our nation's defense 
establishment would think of putting a "For Sale" sign on it. 

Like most of us, I'm one who would like to see a time 
when industries that create weapons are obsolete. One of my 
most fascinating weeks was spent visiting Severodvinsk in 
Russia on the White Sea in July 1995 — a place and time the 
sun doesn't set. I went with four other Seacoast members of 
the Portsmouth-Severodvinsk Connection. 

That group coordinates citizen-to-citizen visits between 
that region and here to learn about our mutual nuclear 
shipyard concerns and consider environmental and peace 

initiatives. The dream some day is to see a time when no war 
machines are needed. 

But we're not there yet. And to see our shipyard closed, 
whether by another round of defense cuts or by powerful 
lobbyists elsewhere who are fighting to keep their own bases 
open at the expense of Portsmouth's would be a loss for 
America's future. 

Being on the cutting block again could happen. Many of 
us have been through it before In my case, I was president of 
the Seacoast Shipyard Association in the 1990s during closure 
rounds. I've seen the fight up close. 

During those battles I met real Seacoast heroes. Among 
them, the leaders of unions with whom the Navy started those 
labor negotiations back in 1963. Many stand out, but if I start 
naming them I might miss a few or run out of space. 

The heroes also include thousands of workers at the yard 
and Capt. Bill McDonough, who has so often made the early 
alert, and led the charge, to fight closure. By the way, I saw 
him a few weeks ago and he looks like he's ready for another 
boxing match, when needed. 

Past battles have given us lessons of how to keep our yard 
open. We did it by showing our faces and telling our stories: 
the success of the superior work force, past and current, that 
meets all expectations and deadlines. Plus, below-budget 
efficiency. 

Community involvement also helps. A few years ago 
during a closure fight, hundreds of us took some 50 buses in a 
caravan to Boston to attend a day-long hearing of the Base 
Realignment and Closure Commission. We also prepared 
"welcomes" in Kittery when members of the commission 
toured on-site. Seeing a few thousand people squeezed 
together always is impressive to visitors. 

We can't let down our guard of the yard. It's not about us. 
It's about America. Until we have a peace that doesn't need 
military equipment, we have to be prepared for the unknown. 
The unexpected. 

Today's quotes: "I expect we will win again," — Capt. 
Bill McDonough, quoted in the "Save Our Shipyard" edition 
of the Portsmouth Herald, Sept. 18, 2005. "'All Secure' has not 
yet sounded." — Portsmouth-Kittery Armed Services 
Committee, in a Herald advertisement, June 11, 1970. 

Today's thought: Think future. Instead of closure, why not 
discuss even more work in shipbuilding and overhaul, and 
diversifying into public-private partnerships to build our next 
generation of international transportation, space and energy 
needs? 

Jim Splaine is a former longtime Democratic state 
representative, state senator and assistant mayor from 
Portsmouth. 
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56. Saluting Our Shipyard 
(PORTSMOUTH (NH) HERALD 20 FEB 12) ... Rep. Frank Guinta 

Imagine working in a space so small, there's barely 
enough room to turn around. Imagine moving through 

passageways barely wide enough to accommodate you, with 
pipes and electrical wires protruding above your head. Now 



47 

imagine living in those same cramped, crowded conditions for 
weeks on end, far below the ocean's surface. No, it's not a 
scene from "20,000 Leagues Under the Sea." That is what life 
is like every day for the 134 officers and men who serve 
aboard the USS San Juan (SSN-751). I had the honor of 
touring this remarkable submarine at the Portsmouth Naval 
Shipyard a few weeks ago. 

You can't fully appreciate the dedication and commitment 
of a submarine's crew until you have seen for yourself the 
extremely tight conditions in which they work, eat and sleep 
for weeks at a time. It's truly inspiring to see their dedication 
to serving their country in conditions that most of us would 
charitably describe as "difficult." 

The San Juan is currently wrapping up an important round 
of maintenance work and system upgrades at the Portsmouth 
Naval Shipyard. Seeing that work in progress was yet another 
reminder of the important tasks performed there every day. 

Whether you live on the Seacoast or far inland, it's good 
to keep in mind just how important PNSY is to New 
Hampshire's economy. For example, the Seacoast Shipyard 
Association reports PNSY employs more than 5,100 New 
Hampshire civilian workers. 

Let me repeat something I recently told a news reporter: I 
always have been, and always will be, firmly committed to 
keeping the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard open. If anyone in 
Washington even suggests the possibility of closing it, they 
had better be prepared to deal with me, for I'm ready to fight 
with all my strength to keep it operating. 

The professionalism I saw everywhere during my visit to 
PNSY reflected the pride and dedication displayed every day 
by thousands of men and women in all branches of the U.S. 
Armed Forces. I told you a few weeks ago about my recent 
visit to American troops serving in Afghanistan. As I talked 

with soldiers who are serving at Camp Eggers in Kabul and 
Camp Leatherneck in Helmand Province, you could easily see 
how focused they are on accomplishing their mission. 

That same "can do" spirit is evident everywhere the 
American uniform is worn, both at home and abroad. Whether 
it is an Army patrol on a dusty road in Afghanistan, a Coast 
Guard patrol in the Gulf of Mexico, a Navy patrol off the 
Philippines or a hundred other places in between, you can find 
our service men and women carrying out the tasks that are 
assigned to them, and doing it well. And because they do, you 
and I are able to go about our daily lives in peace and security. 

I am dedicated to making sure our military has the tools it 
needs to do to its job, and to remain the world's premier force 
for freedom. 

As I toured the San Juan, I was especially impressed by 
her state of readiness. The crew is prepared and ready to 
respond to any situation that arises at a moment's notice. 

We need to marshal that same spirit of determination and 
focus as we make sure the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard 
continues to play a leading role in our nation's defense, and 
that it remains a vehicle for economic prosperity, too, for 
many generations to come. 

I look forward to reporting back to you in two weeks on 
the latest developments in Washington. In the meantime, if I 
can be of service to you, or if you want to share your thoughts, 
suggestions or concerns with me, please call either my district 
office in Manchester at 641-9536 or my Washington office at 
(202) 225-5456, or contact me through my Web site, 
www.Guinta.House.Gov. You can also follow what I'm doing 
24/7 on Facebook at www.facebook.com/repfrankguinta and 
on Twitter at @RepFrankGuinta. 

Rep. Frank Guinta represents New Hampshire's 1st 
Congressional District. 
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57. What They Did, They Did For You 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 17 FEB 12) ... Editorial 

If you missed the story across the top of Page One in 
Thursday’s U-T San Diego, go back and fish the paper out of 
the bird cage. Or go online and find the story 

And if you did already read it, you might even go back 
and read it again. 

The story was about Navy Secretary Ray Mabus 
announcing the names that will be bestowed on three of the 
Navy’s next five ships. It was the kind of story you may have 
seen a thousand times. But this one was special. 

Two of the ships, destroyers, will be named for Marine 
Staff Sgt. Rafael Peralta and Navy Chief Petty Officer John 
William Finn. They are heroes. And they were sons of San 
Diego. 

The third ship, also a destroyer, will be named for Pfc. 
Ralph Henry Johnson, a former Camp Pendleton Marine. He 
was a hero, too. 

Peralta and Johnson both threw themselves on grenades to 
save their comrades, Peralta in Iraq and Johnson in Vietnam. 
Finn, hit 21 times by Japanese bullets and bomb fragments, 
was a hero of Dec. 7, 1941. 

It’s not yet known where the three ships will be based. 
But if they ever find their way into San Diego Bay, go down 
and think about Peralta, Johnson and Finn. What they did, they 
did for you. 
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BBLLOOGGSS::  
58. EXCERPTS FROM BLOGS AROUND THE WORLD 
(PUBLISHED 17 – 20 FEB 12) 

 
Seek the Truth and Act on It by ADM J.C. Harvey, Jr. 

from Fleet Forces Command Blog, February 16 
I’ve spent a lot time visiting our Fleet units and talking 

with our Sailors over the last 2 ½ years. I’ve visited ships, 

squadrons and submarines in just about every location in my 
AOR, as well as two trips to CENTCOM and NAVEUR-
NAVAF to spend Thanksgiving with our Sailors serving on 
Individual Augmentee assignments. I greatly value these visits 
and consider them to be among my most important duties as 
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Commander, U.S. Fleet Forces. In addition to seeing up close 
all the great work being done in the Fleet, I’ve had many 
candid conversations with our Sailors about some of the 
challenges they face every day that impact their ability to do 
their jobs. 

Now, as I reflect on my visits to the Fleet and think about 
all the issues brought to my attention, I can’t help but wonder 
who would have told me about these challenges if I had never 
bothered to ask the right questions and our Sailors didn’t care 
enough or have the courage to answer honestly? If the FC2 on 
JAMES E. WILLIAMS did not care enough during my visit in 
February 2010 to tell me about how the broader challenges 
with our Aegis system were impacting her ability to 
effectively execute her job, who would have told me? If BMC 
Pici of WINSTON S. CHURCHILL did not have the courage 
to tell me he needed more paint floats because there weren’t 
any available, who would have told me? If the crew of OAK 
HILL did not give me the straight-forward gouge on the 
challenges they were experiencing with their shipboard 
administrative tools, who would have told me? 

Team, there is nothing complicated about this. If you are 
in a position of authority or oversee Fleet resources, you need 
to be out there talking with our Sailors, face-to-face, and 
asking the right questions. If they give me the straight gouge, I 
assure you they’ll be frank with you. But if something does 
not appear right, you need to trust your instinct and dig deeper. 

The more I looked into the Aegis issue (from my visit to 
JAMES E. WILLIAMS), the less I liked what I found. The 
program had become largely decentralized with no single 
person accountable for the performance and continuing 
development. The FC2 was right; the issue was indeed very 
real but it now has the necessary level of focus and energy 
from the right communities in our Navy. 

The Fleet FAM effort is an example of how well-intended 
help can (and often does) do more harm than good in the Fleet. 
Similar to Aegis, the deeper I looked into the issue, the less I 
liked what I found. It is alarming to me that we have 7 
Resource Sponsors, 6 SYSCOMs, 6 PEOs, plus a host of other 
organizations (CNIC, BUMED, ONR, ONI, etc) all 
influencing the applications we put on our ships, yet there is 
no single individual responsible for the performance and 
configuration management of those applications. Who is 
protecting the ship from this chaos? Who is protecting our 
Sailors? The Fleet FAM effort is in response to a bureaucracy 
run amok and it has taken nearly two years to get our arms 
around the problem and on the right path to success. But if I 
never had that conversation with our Sailors on OAK HILL 
two years ago, where would we be today? 

It is our job as leaders, managers, and commanders to set 
the conditions for success. When we lose touch with the 
realities in the Fleet, we make poor decisions based on faulty 
assumptions. Asking the right people the right questions is 
“Leadership 101” and applies to everyone from LCPOs to 
Flag Officers to Senior Civilians and Program Managers – 
leaders cannot lead exclusively from their desks. 

As I write this blog I just returned from a visit to a great 
ship in Mayport – USS FARRAGUT (DDG 99) – with a great 
crew. I got direct feedback from the wardroom, the CPO mess, 
the GSs in the main spaces, the Tomahawk Strike Team, the 
Aegis FCs, and the flight deck crew. All these Sailors gave it 
to me straight and their ideas, suggestions, and reports are of 
great value to me. 

At the end of the day, we must keep our ships, squadrons 
and submarines at the center of every decision we make, and 
we must never lose sight of the fact that it is our Sailors who 
carry the burdens of our bad decisions. 

 
Happy Birthday, Mr. President by Capt. David A. 

Lausman and Capt. John D. Alexander from Navy Live, 
February 20 

“It follows then as certain as that night succeeds the day, 
that without a decisive naval force we can do nothing 
definitive, and with it, everything honorable and glorious.” - 
President George Washington, 15 November 1781, to Marquis 
de Lafayette. [The Writings of George Washington from the 
Original Manuscript Sources 1745-1799. vol.23. (Washington, 
DC: Government Printing Office, 1937): 341.] 

In honor of President’s Day we present two posts from 
captains in command of Navy ships named after one of our 44 
presidents to give us their thoughts on the office and the ship’s 
namesake. Here, Capt. David A. Lausman from USS George 
Washington (CVN 73) and Capt. John D. Alexander from USS 
Abraham Lincoln (CVN 72), talk about these historical figures 
and the Sailors who serve aboard the ships bearing their 
names. 

To date, only 44 men in our nation’s history have held the 
title of President of the United States; just 44 men over the 
course of 236 years. As the Commanding Officer of USS 
George Washington (CVN 73), it is my honor to write about 
the very first, President George Washington. 

I consider it an honor because unlike all those who came 
after him, President Washington took the biggest risk of our 
founding fathers, officially stepping forward as the leaders of 
a small group of rebels many in England considered traitors. 
While Patrick Henry coined the phrase, “…Give me liberty or 
give me death,” it was Washington who was number one on 
King George’s “Wanted” list. 

Committed to the concept of freedom, democracy and 
self-determination, this self-educated farmer rallied his fellow 
statesmen, rallied his rag-tag army and rallied his new nation 
against all odds in the fight for independence – and under his 
leadership, emerge victorious. It is because of him, we have a 
Navy today and in the words of President Washington, “It 
follows than as certain as that night succeeds the day, that 
without a decisive naval force we can do nothing definitive, 
and with it, everything honorable and glorious.” 

“The Spirit of Freedom” is still alive today in the form of 
USS George Washington and the 5,500 Sailors who proudly 
man this mighty warship. Today, those Sailor continues to do 
all things both “honorable and glorious” throughout the world 
protecting the freedoms of our great country. 

President’s Day coincides with President Washington’s 
birthday and this year we blow out 280 candles in honor of our 
first president. The decorations for our party are red, white and 
blue and as for a gift, it’s one we all can share all year round – 
freedom. 

On behalf of a grateful nation, happy birthday, Mr. 
President. 

Very Respectfully, 
Captain David A. Lausman 
USS George Washington (CVN 73) 

USS Abraham Lincoln (CVN 72) 
Serving as the commanding officer of USS Abraham 

Lincoln (CVN 72) is, without a doubt, the most rewarding job 
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I have had in the Navy. On a daily basis, I observe the hard 
work and professionalism of 4400 extremely talented and 
dedicated young men and women. They are all great 
Americans and true patriots. For whatever reason, they have 
joined to serve their country and are doing that with honor, 
courage and commitment. The sacrifices they and their 
families make are enormous but their dedication never 
waivers. We are better as a Navy and a country for their 
selfless service to our great nation as they ensure the words of 
President Lincoln that, “a country of the people, by the people 
and for the people, shall not perish.” 

Very Respectfully, 
Captain John D. Alexander 
USS Abraham Lincoln (CVN 72) 

The following image gallery illustrates current and 
prospective Navy vessels named after other American 
presidents. 
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War of 1812: USS Constitution and Freedom by Bill 

Doughty from Navy Reads, February 20 
Just as slavery would become the defining reason for the 

Civil War by mid-19th Century, impressment was the match-
to-the-fuse to the War of 1812. 

“Impressment” describes the practice by the British Navy 
in the 1700s and 1800s of capturing suspected deserters -- 
even boarding and seizing American ships and confiscating 
property to do so. 

The violation of freedom and sovereignty angered 
President Thomas Jefferson at the turn of the century and 
became an explosive issue for President James Madison in his 
first term starting in 1809. Impressment and embargoing by 
Britain led to the United States Congress to declare war “in 
defense of freedom of the seas and Sailors’ rights,” according 
to Charles E. Bodine Jr., Michael J. Crawford and Christine F. 
Hughes. 

The authors explain how the War of 1812 became 
necessary, was fought and is remembered -- with USS 
Constitution as a centerpiece -- in Interpreting Old Ironsides. 

Confirming America’s political and economic 
independence dominated the new republic’s foreign 
relations during the first twenty-five years of its 
existence. Fear that Britain’s maritime policies robbed 
the United States of its honor and relegated it to a 
colonial status convinced the Madison administration 
that war was the only alternative... While war came 
reluctantly to both sides, once engaged, they both 
anticipated a quick resolution -- the United States 
expected the British to come to terms quickly and the 
latter predicted a swift military victory. Both parties 
underestimated the other’s resolve. A combination of 
economic and military circumstances, in tandem with 
some astute American diplomacy, brought the war to 
an end. 
Interpreting Old Ironsides, An Illustrated Guide to USS 

Constitution is published by the Naval Historical Center, with 
a forward by former director of the center Rear Adm. Paul E. 
Tobin Jr. 

The book is designed as a tool, according Tobin, a 
training guide in three parts -- basic, advanced and master -- 
for understanding the “national icon.” USS Constitution is 

described from blueprint to warship to symbol of diplomacy 
and freedom, the heart of OPSAIL cruises. 

In the Basic section the authors show in great detail the 
armaments, strategies and discipline aboard Old Ironsides. 

The Advanced Level presents the key history and context 
of the Barbary Wars, Preble’s Boys, and a short history of the 
War of 1812. 

It’s in Part III, the Master Level, that the book explores 
the diplomatic and political nuances of the War of 1812 and its 
aftermath. 

Part IV provides reprints of actual logbook entries from 
USS Constitution in 1812, a journal extract from Commodore 
William Bainbridge, letters to the Secretary of the Navy, a 
chronology of Constitution in the War of 1812, and U.S. Navy 
Regulations from 1814, among other fascinating artifacts. 

As an illustrated guide, the book offers photos, drawings 
and diagrams to give a comprehensive look at Old Ironsides. 
This authors provide a good balance of the “who, what, when, 
where and why,” of USS Constitution’s past in the context of 
“how” -- illuminating the causes of a war that helped the 
United States win freedom of the seas 200 years ago. 

 
Your Navy Operating Forward from Navy Live, 

February 17 
Right now your Navy is 100% on watch around the globe 

helping to preserve the American way of life. Whether it be 
operating and training in the waters off the coast of Virginia or 
forward deployed to the South China Sea, the flexibility and 
presence provided by our U.S. naval forces provides national 
leaders with great options for protecting and maintaining our 
national security and interests around the world. The imagery 
below highlights the Navy’s ability to provide those options 
by operating forward. 

 PACIFIC OCEAN (Feb. 12, 2012) The Arleigh 
Burke-class guided-missile destroyers USS Kidd 
(DDG 100), USS Dewey (DDG 105), USS Pinckney 
(DDG 91), and USS Wayne E. Meyer (DDG 108) are 
underway in the Pacific Ocean as part of the John C. 
Stennis Carrier Strike Group. The Nimitz-class 
aircraft carrier USS John C. Stennis (CVN 74), not 
pictured, is operating in the U.S. 7th Fleet area of 
responsibility while on a seven-month deployment. 

 ARABIAN SEA - Sonar Technician Surface 3rd 
Class Landon Walker stands watch in the combat 
information center aboard the guided-missile cruiser 
USS Bunker Hill (CG 52). Bunker Hill is deployed to 
the U.S. 5th Fleet area of responsibility conducting 
maritime security operations and theater security 
operation efforts. 

 ARABIAN GULF - The Military Sealift Command 
fleet replenishment oiler USNS Patuxent (T-AO 201) 
transfers fuel to the Nimitz-class aircraft carrier USS 
Abraham Lincoln (CVN 72). 

 GULF OF OMAN - Aircraft fly above the Nimitz-
class aircraft carrier USS Carl Vinson (CVN 70). 

 GULF OF THAILAND - Seaman Luis Rodriguez 
relays signals to load a Humvee on a landing craft 
unit. Rodriguez is supporting Cobra Gold 2012, an 
exercise designed to advance regional security. 
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 PACIFIC OCEAN - The MK 45 5-inch gun is fired 
aboard the guided-missile destroyer USS Pinckney 
(DDG 91) during a sea power demonstration. 

View Gallery (6 Photos) 
Your Navy TODAY, February 16-17 
On any given day, in your Navy, our team of more than 

600,000 professional Sailors and Civilians are working 
together around the globe to perform our mission: deter 

aggression and, if deterrence fails, win our Nation’s wars. It is 
not possible to share every aspect of this global team but, 
through this blog, we offer you a glimpse of what these men 
and women do. 

View Gallery 1 (4 Photos) 
View Gallery 2 (4 Photos) 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Vice Chief Concludes Australia Trip 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 20 FEB 12) ... Lt. Cmdr. Chris Servello, Vice Chief of Naval Operations Public Affairs 

DARWIN, Australia -- The vice chief of naval operations (VCNO) concluded a three day engagement visit to Canberra and 
Darwin, Australia Feb. 21. 

 
2. Synthetic Chemical Compound Abuse -- Sailors Who Use, Will Lose 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 21 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class LaTunya Howard, Navy Personnel Command 
Public Affairs 

MILLINGTON, Tenn. -- The Navy continued to emphasize the policy of zero tolerance for substance abuse by separating 1,515 
Sailors in fiscal year 2011 for synthetic chemical compounds, commonly called Spice, and other drug usage according to an official 
Feb. 21. 

 
3. The Good Fight 
Why the War of 1812 Matters 
(MARYLAND LIFE MAGAZINE FEBRUARY 2012) ... Ron Soodalter 

Practically every one of us was obligated to learn our national anthem in elementary school. To our modern young minds, the 
words were hard to follow and harder to remember, and the tune— borrowed from an old English drinking song—was virtually 
impossible to sing. 

 

CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
4. Blue Ridge On Patrol In 7th Fleet 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 21 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Mel Orr, USS Blue Ridge Public Affairs 

USS BLUE RIDGE, At Sea -- U.S. 7th Fleet command ship USS Blue Ridge (LCC 19) departed from Commander, Fleet 
Activities Yokosuka for patrol Feb. 21. 

 
5. High Speed Vessel Swift Arrives in Haiti, Offloads Project Handclasp Supplies 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 21 FEB 12) ... Lt. Matthew Comer, Swift Southern Partnership Station 

CAP HAITIEN, Haiti -- High Speed Vessel Swift (HSV) 2 unloaded approximately $4 billion of Project Handclasp humanitarian 
supplies in Cap Haiten, Haiti Feb. 16 during the ship's final port visit of a four-month mission supporting HSV-Southern Partnership 
Station 2012 (HSV-SPS 12) in the eastern Pacific and Caribbean Sea. 

 

GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
6. Iran Says It Will Strike Its Foes Pre-Emptively 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 21 FEB 12) ... Nasser Karimi 

TEHRAN, Iran — As pressure mounts over Iran’s nuclear program, a top Iranian general warned Tuesday that the nation will 
pre-emptively strike anyone who threatens it. 

 
7. Pentagon: Iran’s Ships Didn’t Dock In Syria 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 21 FEB 12) ... Pauline Jelinek 

WASHINGTON — The Pentagon is disputing reports that Iranian ships docked at a Syrian port over the weekend. 
 

8. U.S. Raises Possibility Of Arming Syrian Opposition 
(WASHINGTON POST 22 FEB 12) ... Karen DeYoung 

The Obama administration, which has firmly rejected calls to arm the Syrian opposition, appeared at least to allow for the 
possibility Tuesday by emphasizing that "additional measures" might have to be considered if President Bashar al-Assad continues to 
escalate his military assault on civilians. 
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9. Japan Warns U.S. Price Of F-35 Fighter Must Not Rise 
(REUTERS 21 FEB 12) ... Rie Ishiguro 

TOKYO -- Japan has repeatedly warned the United States against price rises in Lockheed Martin Corp's new F-35 fighter jet, its 
top government spokesman said on Wednesday, after U.S. and Lockheed officials noted delays in orders will increase its total cost. 

 
10. Lockheed Dismisses Korea F-35 Schedule Issue 
(AVIATION WEEK 21 FEB 12) ... Robert Wall 

SINGAPORE — A Pentagon decision to reduce near-term F-35 purchases will not hinder Lockheed Martin from meeting South 
Korea’s demand for an early 2016 first delivery under the F-X3 fighter program, insists David Scott, director of F-35 international 
customer engagement for the prime contractor. 

 
11. Pakistan Receives U.S. Surveillance Aircraft 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 21 FEB 12) 

ISLAMABAD — The Pakistani navy took delivery Feb. 21 of two state-of-the-art, U.S.-made surveillance aircraft nine months 
after Islamist militants destroyed two similar planes, officials said. 

 
12. Interview: Adm. Asif Sandila, Chief Of Naval Staff, Pakistan Navy 
(DEFENSE NEWS 20 FEB 12) ... Usman Ansari 

ISLAMABAD — Bordering Afghanistan and near the Arabian Sea, Pakistan has become a frontline state in global anti-terrorism 
endeavors since 2001. Maritime counterterrorism and anti-piracy efforts have increasingly drawn the Pakistan Navy (PN) into 
international operations such as Coalition Task Force 150 and counterpiracy Coalition Task Force 151. 

 
13. Out Of Sight, Somali Piracy Fight Gets Rougher 
(REUTERS 21 FEB 12) ... Peter Apps 

LONDON - When tanker master Miro Alibasic takes one of his company's vast ships across the Indian Ocean, he likes to have all 
the firepower he can get on board. 

 
14. Can We Ever Assess The True Cost Of Piracy? 
Oceans Beyond Piracy Have Given It Another Shot 
(SOMALIA REPORT 21 FEB 12) ... Venetia Archer and Robert Young Pelton 

Well, the Oceans Beyond Piracy (OBP) crew is at it again. The SS OBP ship is captained by 62-year-old yoghurt and real estate 
tycoon Marcel Arsenault, and his team of academics have once again sought to assess the economic cost of Somali piracy. 

 
15. U.K. Tests London Response To Possible Olympic Underground Terror Attack 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 21 FEB 12) ... Thomas Penny 

The U.K. is staging an exercise today to test the response of the emergency services and government to a possible terrorist attack 
on London’s Underground rail system during this summer’s Olympic Games. 

 

PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
16. Navy Announces Changes to Imminent Danger Pay 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 21 FEB 12) ... Chief of Naval Personnel Public Affairs 

WASHINGTON -- Sailors will now receive imminent danger pay (IDP) only for days they actually spend in IDP areas, according 
to NAVADMIN 062/12, released Feb. 17. 

 
17. Build Wealth, Not Debt 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 21 FEB 12) ... Chief Mass Communication Specialist Terrina Weatherspoon, MCPON Public Affairs 

WASHINGTON -- "Set a Goal, make a plan, save automatically" is the theme of the 2012 Military Saves Week, which began 
Feb. 19, as part of the larger nationwide America Saves Campaign, conducted in cooperation with the Consumer Federation of 
America. 

 
18. Carrier Enterprise Retools Mental Health At Sea 
From ‘Psycho’ To ‘Fuzzy Bunny’: Rethinking Mental Health At Sea 
(NAVY TIMES 20 FEB 12) ... Joshua Stewart 

Fuzzy Bunny has a small office, a soft voice and wears the Navy working uniform. But probably the most noticeable thing about 
him is that he’s a very busy guy. 
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19. Lincoln Sailors Offer Donations For Navy-Marine Corps Relief Society 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 21 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist Seaman Benjamin T. Liston, USS Abraham Lincoln Public 
Affairs 

USS ABRAHAM LINCOLN, At Sea -- Sailors assigned to the Nimitz-class aircraft carrier USS Abraham Lincoln (CVN 72) 
supported the Navy-Marine Corps Relief Society (NMCRS) by participating in NMCRS Day, Feb. 19. 

 
20. Local Sailor Uses Social Media To Search For Kidney Donor 
(WVEC ABC NORFOLK 21 FEB 12) ... Mike Gooding 

NORFOLK -- A local Sailor is using social media in hopes of finding a kidney donor. 
 

21. Linebacker Pushes On For Spot With SEALs 
(AKRON (OH) BEACON JOURNAL 21 FEB 12) ... Marla Ridenour 

When Kent State students head to Mexico and Florida for spring break next month, senior linebacker Kyle Reese will be sweating 
through four-hour workouts and trying to go 51/2 days without sleep. 

 
22. Submariner Found Dead In Quarters 
(KITSAP (WA) SUN 21 FEB 12) 

BANGOR — A 29-year-old Sailor assigned to USS Louisiana's blue crew was found dead Tuesday in his Naval Base Kitsap-
Bangor quarters, said Submarine Group 9 spokesman Lt. Ed Early. The Sailor's name is being withheld pending notification of next of 
kin. 

 
23. Past Accident Casts Shadow Of Navy Officer's Future 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 22 FEB 12) ... Bill Bartel 

Twenty-four years ago Timothy Dorsey, a novice Navy jet pilot, was flying an F-14 Tomcat during a training exercise when he 
shot down an Air Force jet over the Mediterranean Sea, injuring the two aviators aboard. 

 

FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
24. Fight Over Defense Budget Has Familiar Ring 
(THE HILL 21 FEB 12) ... Jeremy Herb 

As Republicans and Democrats drew the battle lines last week for a yearlong, two-front war over the 2013 Defense budget, their 
attack plans looked familiar. 

 
25. Lockheed Again Misses Pentagon's F-35 Fighter Goals 
(REUTERS 21 FEB 12) ... Andrea Shalal-Esa 

WASHINGTON -- Lockheed Martin Corp lost $31.5 million in award fees for its new F-35 fighter jet in 2011, the second 
consecutive year it did not meet Pentagon development goals for the aircraft, which is now facing a third restructuring. 

 
26. SPAWAR Satellite To Launch This Week 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 21 FEB 12) ... Gary Robbins 

A powerful communications satellite developed by the Space and Naval Warfare Systems Command in San Diego is scheduled to 
be launched from Cape Canaveral, Fla., on Wednesday at 5:23 p.m. EST. 

 
27. Rapid Response: ONR Technologies Are Building The Future Force 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 21 FEB 12) ... Katherine H. Crawford, Office of Naval Research 

ARLINGTON, Va. -- An automated weather observation system developed by the Office of Naval Research (ONR) through its 
TechSolutions process is being readied for tests and evaluations at the end of February in addition to being featured in a new video, 
officials announced Feb. 21. 

 
28. Navy Airship To Be Mothballed But Could Fly Again 
'Flying lab' used for military research, testing 
(ASBURY PARK (NJ) PRESS 21 FEB 12) ... Kirk Moore 

Just four months after its formal acceptance by the Navy, the MZ-3A airship at Joint Base McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst is now to be 
deflated and stored, and the program suspended amid the overall search to save money in the Department of Defense. 
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BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
29. Isles Hold On To Military Might 
(HONOLULU STAR-ADVERTISER 21 FEB 12) ... William Cole 

As military communities around the nation fret about defense cuts, U.S. Sen. Daniel Inouye said Hawaii expects to receive about 
1,000 more Marines from Okinawa, have the same number or more ships based at Pearl Harbor and see a slight increase in shipyard 
work here. 

 
30. STEM Grand Challenge Winners To Build Better Digital Tutors For Students 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 21 FEB 12) ... Office of Naval Research 

ARLINGTON, Va. -- The Office of Naval Research (ONR) announced Feb. 21 the selection of four academic and industry teams 
to develop affordable digital tutoring software to improve the science, technology, engineering and math (STEM) knowledge of 
middle and high school students. 

 
31. NAVFAC Southwest Hosts Service-Disabled Veteran-Owned Small Business Outreach 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 21 FEB 12) ... Lee H. Saunders, Naval Facilities Engineering Command Southwest Public Affairs 

CAMP PENDLETON, Calif. -- Naval Facilities Engineering Command (NAVFAC) Southwest will host a Service-Disabled 
Veteran-Owned Small Business (SDVOSB) Outreach for qualified veteran owned firms at Marine Corps Base Camp Pendleton Feb. 
28. 

 

NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
32. Lawmakers Pass Resolution Urging The Navy To Name A Sub USS South Dakota 
(RAPID CITY (SD) JOURNAL 21 FEB 12) ... David Montgomery 

The South Dakota Legislature wants to take South Dakota underwater. 
 

33. Odierno Tries To Stake Army Claim To Wider Pacific Role 
(NATIONAL JOURNAL 21 FEB 12) ... Otto Kreisher 

Despite looming deep budget and troop reductions, the Army chief of staff said on Tuesday that the nation’s biggest land force 
will increase its presence in the Asia-Pacific region, an area normally associated with air and naval forces. 

 
34. Dempsey To Troops: 'We've Heard Your Concerns' On TRICARE Fees 
(GOVERNMENT EXECUTIVE 21 FEB 12) ... Amanda Palleschi 

Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Martin Dempsey told service members Tuesday that the Defense Department is continuing 
to review the military’s health care structure after proposing changes in its fiscal 2013 budget that would increase TRICARE fees. 

 
35. Expect Increases In Health Care Costs 
(MILITARY UPDATE 20 FEB 12) ... Tom Philpott 

Out-of-pocket health care costs for military retirees and users of the Tricare retail pharmacy network would jump next October if 
Congress approves President Barack Obama's fiscal 2013 budget request. 

 
36. Bill Would Give Veteran-Owned Companies A Boost 
(NAVY TIMES 21 FEB 12) ... Rick Maze 

An Ohio congressman has introduced legislation that would move veteran-owned businesses closer to the front of the line when 
seeking contracts from the Veterans Affairs Department. 

 
37. Pentagon Delays Endanger Whistle-Blowers, Report Says 
(USA TODAY 21 FEB 12) ... Tom Vanden Brook 

WASHINGTON – The Pentagon takes too long to investigate whistle-blower complaints from troops, unfairly endangering the 
careers of those who step forward and damaging the military's ability to save money and stop fraud, a draft report by the Government 
Accountability Office says. 
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OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
38. Caps Tossed For The U.S. Navy 
(COEUR D' ALENE (ID) PRESS 22 FEB 12) ... Jack Evensizer 

As the aircraft carrier CVN 72 (Carrier Vessel Nuclear) USS (United States Ship) Abraham Lincoln steamed through the Strait of 
Hormuz last Jan. 22 escorted by the guided missile cruiser USS Cape St. George and two destroyers, it was joined by the British Royal 
Navy's frigate HMS Argyll, and a French vessel to augment the carrier group's "regular and routine transit mission." According to Fox 
News, "this was being seen as a show of strength directed at Tehran about the West's resolve to keep open the route into the Persian 
Gulf..." 

 
39. Gov't Urged To Show Realistic Ways To Relocate Futenma Base 
(MANICHI DAILY NEWS (JAPAN) 21 FEB 12) ... Editorial 

Okinawa Gov. Hirokazu Nakaima's rejection of the national government's environmental assessment on the construction of a 
substitute facility for U.S. Marine Corps Air Station Futenma in the prefecture has made it far more difficult to carry out the base 
relocation plan agreed on between Japan and the United States. 

 
40. Malaysia's Correct Strategic Decision 
With the arms build-up by India and China, and America’s pivot policy, Malaysia is taking precautionary 
steps 
(NEW STRAITS TIMES (MALAYSIA) 20 FEB 12) ... Dr. Azmi Hassan 

Talk about containing China's influence via the United States' "pivot" policy has already had a chilling effect, especially for the 
Southeast Asia region. 

 
41. Why To Forget UNCLOS 
(THE DIPLOMAT 17 FEB 12) ... Dan Blumenthal and Michael Mazza 

The Obama administration seems determined to put political science theories to the test by "binding" China into the rules-based 
order over which the United States presides. Only this time, China is already a signatory to the rules in question. The Obama 
administration seems to think it is the United States that needs the binding. 

 
42. Being Strong 
Why Russia needs to rebuild its military. 
(FOREIGN POLICY 21 FEB 12) ... Vladimir Putin 

In a world of upheaval there is always the temptation to resolve one's problems at another's expense, through pressure and force. 
 

43. Explain Fee Hikes 
(NAVY TIMES 27 FEB 12) ... Editorial 

After finally cracking the door on Tricare fee increases, the Pentagon wants to blow the door apart. The president’s proposed 
2013 defense budget calls for five years of increases in: 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Vice Chief Concludes Australia Trip 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 20 FEB 12) ... Lt. Cmdr. Chris Servello, Vice Chief of Naval Operations Public Affairs 

DARWIN, Australia -- The vice chief of naval operations 
(VCNO) concluded a three day engagement visit to Canberra 
and Darwin, Australia Feb. 21. 

Adm. Mark Ferguson met with Chief of the Australian 
Navy Vice Adm. Ray Griggs and U.S. Ambassador Hon. 
Jeffrey L. Bleich, toured naval facilities, and delivered 
remarks to students, faculty and staff at the Australian 
Defence College (ADC). 

"This was a productive and enjoyable visit," said 
Ferguson. "I came here on behalf of the Secretary of the Navy 
and Chief of Naval Operations to discuss our enduring 
presence and engagement in the Pacific." 

Meetings with VCNO and the Australian Navy staff 
focused on the recent U.S. force posture review, the status of 
the two respective navies, and plans for continued military to 
military exercises and engagement. 

"Our long-term economic and security interests are linked 
to developments in the Asia-Pacific; we place a high premium 
on our presence and support to allies and partners in the 
region," said Ferguson. "This visit further solidified the strong 
relationship we enjoy with the Australian Navy." 

In remarks to the ADC in Canberra, Ferguson talked 
about the U.S. Navy's longstanding presence in the Pacific, the 

free flow of commerce, maritime security, and the U.S. 
defense strategy. 

The ADC was established in 1999 to meet the strategic 
needs of the Australian Defence Force for joint professional 
military education and to prepare Australian and foreign 
military and government officials for joint and combined 
assignments. More than 160 military and civilian students, 
faculty and staff from 20 different countries turned out for 
Ferguson's presentation. 

"The U.S. is a Pacific maritime nation, and our strategy 
underscores our commitment to our allies and partners in this 
region," said Ferguson. "Our interests demand enduring 
presence; we are here to stay." 

In Darwin, Ferguson visited HMAS Coonawarra to meet 
with the Australian Navy staff before touring the harbor to get 
a first hand view of available support facilities for the planned 
rotational deployment of U.S. Marines to the region. 

Ferguson is traveling throughout the U.S. Pacific Fleet to 
meet with regional partners and U.S. personnel to discuss U.S. 
Navy Pacific engagement. He will visit Singapore and Guam 
next. 

Return to Index 
 

2. Synthetic Chemical Compound Abuse -- Sailors Who Use, Will Lose 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 21 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class LaTunya Howard, Navy Personnel Command 
Public Affairs 

MILLINGTON, Tenn. -- The Navy continued to 
emphasize the policy of zero tolerance for substance abuse by 
separating 1,515 Sailors in fiscal year 2011 for synthetic 
chemical compounds, commonly called Spice, and other drug 
usage according to an official Feb. 21. 

"Currently, we are discharging a number of Sailors for 
use of synthetic chemical compounds also known as Spice, 
sighting failure to obey a direct order," said Lanorfeia Holder, 
deputy director of Navy Alcohol and Drug Abuse Prevention 
(NADAP). "Those that are tested by our Armed Forces 
Medical Examiner System (AFMES) are discharged under an 
Article 92 misconduct or an Article 112A which is drug 
abuse." 

A ban was placed on five synthetic cannabis compounds 
commonly found in the designer drug Spice, but also sold 
under different names, just one year ago March 1. AFMES has 
the ability to test for those five compounds via Navy Criminal 
Investigative Services (NCIS) at the request of unit 
commanders if probable cause is determined. 

Spice is a synthetic chemical compound that is sold as 
herbal incense and mimics the effects of the drug marijuana. 
Some of the compounds were initially developed as research 
to help individuals with certain brain conditions, but the 
research did not reach its fruition, according to Holder. 

Some of the short-term effects include auditory and visual 
hallucinations, painless head pressure, panic attacks, time 
distortion and delirium. Long-term effects from the designer 
drug can include permanent physical impairment, mental 
illness or death. 

"We have Sailors who are having mental conditions that 
they will never recover from," said Holder. "Using synthetic 
chemical compounds is like playing Russian roulette; you 
never know what is in the package. As detection catches up 
with manufacturers, makers alter the ingredients in an attempt 
to avoid detection." 

OPNAVINST 5350.4D defines the scope of drug abuse as 
the wrongful use of controlled substances to include designer 
drugs, illicit-use anabolic steroids, prescription or over-the-
counter medication. 

The unlawful possession or use by Department of the 
Navy personnel of controlled substance analogues (designer 
drugs), natural substances, chemicals wrongfully used as 
inhalants, propellants, prescribed or over-the-counter 
medication or pharmaceutical compound with the intent to 
induce intoxication, excitement or stupefaction of the central 
nervous system is prohibited via SECNAVINST 5300.28D. 
Violators are subject to punitive action under the Uniform 
Code of Military Justice, Article 92. 

"If a Sailor is having issues with drug abuse or synthetic 
chemical compound use specifically, we recommend that they 
reach out to Military-One Source for confidential assessment 
and counseling at no cost to the Sailor," said Holder. "We also 
recommend members seeking substance use counseling talk 
with their doctor, chain-of-command or self-refer to a 
substance abuse rehabilitation program." 

For more information about synthetic chemical 
compounds like Spice or other designer drugs visit the 
NADAP page on the Navy Personnel Command website at 
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http://www.public.navy.mil/bupers- npc/support/nadap/education_training/pages/spice.aspx. 
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3. The Good Fight 
Why the War of 1812 Matters 
(MARYLAND LIFE MAGAZINE FEBRUARY 2012) ... Ron Soodalter 

Practically every one of us was obligated to learn our 
national anthem in elementary school. To our modern young 
minds, the words were hard to follow and harder to remember, 
and the tune— borrowed from an old English drinking song—
was virtually impossible to sing. 

Yet there are few verses in our history as movingly 
patriotic or evocative as this. In 1999, Congress deemed them 
“the words that captured the essence of our national struggle 
for independence.” 

It’s surprising, then, that many Americans are unaware of 
the war behind the “bombs bursting in air,” or the dramatic 
events off Baltimore that prompted Francis Scott Key to pen 
the words destined to become our national anthem. 

The War of 1812 was fought between the fledgling 
United States and its old adversary, Great Britain, and it has 
been referred to as our “Second War of Independence.” 

At the time, the Napoleonic Wars were raging, and 
England—determined to keep America from trading with 
France—set about stopping U.S. commercial vessels on the 
high seas and seizing and forcing (or “pressing”) American 
Sailors into service aboard British warships. 

While England saw this practice of “impressment” of 
Sailors as vital to the stability of the Royal Navy, Americans 
considered it a flagrant breach of their rights as free men. One 
of the worst outrages occurred in 1807. Sailing off the coast of 
Virginia, the British warship HMS Leopard—on the pretext of 
searching for deserters—attacked the U.S. naval frigate 
Chesapeake, killing three men, wounding 18, and removing 
four members of her crew by force. 

The practice of search and seizure became so blatant that 
British men-of-war would anchor in the waters off U.S. ports 
and intercept American vessels as they sailed out. 

In 1807, Secretary of State and future President James 
Madison complained vigorously to the British home secretary, 
but to no avail. Congress enacted embargoes in an effort to 
safeguard U.S. shipping, but their actions only served to 
further damage America’s fragile economy. 

The issue of interference at sea soon became a festering 
sore that fueled the U.S. rallying cry, “Free Trade and Sailors’ 
Rights,” and helped propel America into armed conflict. 

The United States declared war on England on June 18, 
1812. Although the war was initiated mainly to force maritime 
concessions from England, the nascent U.S. Navy, consisting 
of some 20 ships, was in no position to challenge Britain— 
long acknowledged as the “Mistress of the Seas”—for naval 
supremacy. 

America, therefore, became determined to conquer 
Canada and hold it as a bargaining chip in negotiations with 
England. There was also strong feeling in the country, with its 
growing itch for territorial expansion, that the United States 
was entitled to own Canada—a sentiment the Canadians, 
understandably, did not share. 

The war was wide-ranging in its scope, with much of the 
action occurring in and around Maryland. As Bill Pencek, 
director of the Maryland War of 1812 Bicentennial 

Commission, points out, “Although the war itself lasted for 32 
months, with major focus on the Great Lakes and the Gulf of 
Mexico, for 18 months of the conflict, the British waged a war 
of terror on the towns and villages of the Chesapeake.” 

In fact, one of the war’s defining victories, the Battle of 
Baltimore—as well as its most ignominious defeat, the 
Bladensburg disaster and the subsequent burning of 
Washington, DC—took place in Maryland. 

Maryland (especially Baltimore) had long been a thorn in 
Britain’s side. For years, privateers using the port as a home 
base had sallied out of Baltimore Harbor and preyed upon 
British commercial vessels. The city itself was known to be 
venomously Anglophobic, and her merchants had, by late 
1812, contributed millions of dollars in loans to the 
government for the pursuit of the war. 

The British reasoned that a strong British presence in the 
Chesapeake Bay could effectively prevent all commercial and 
martial Yankee ships from sailing in or out of Baltimore, as 
well as divert American forces from invading Canada. 

In February 1813, a Royal Navy squadron established a 
blockade of the bay. A month later, Rear Admiral Sir George 
Cockburn initiated what would be a year-and-a-half-long 
program of punitive raids up and down the Chesapeake. 

It was a simple thing to land troops and direct them to the 
communities neighboring the bay and its rivers. In late April, 
after occupying Spesutie Island, some five miles south of 
Aberdeen, Cockburn burned the depot at Frenchtown on the 
Elk River. 

Prevented from proceeding further upriver by the 
defenses at Fort Defiance, he directed a squadron of the Royal 
Navy in a May 3rd attack on Havre de Grace at the mouth of 
the Susquehanna, defeating the tiny militia force defending the 
town and putting 40 of its 60 dwellings to the torch. Cockburn 
then sent his men upriver, where they destroyed the Principio 
Iron Works, a foundry that had supplied cannons to the 
Americans. 

There followed an ongoing series of skirmishes at various 
towns—among them Fredericktown, Georgetown, 
Queenstown, St. Michaels, Slippery Hill, and Blakeford— 
with the British burning of homes, fields, and businesses an 
integral part of the campaign. 

Marylanders were outraged. 
One Baltimore publication referred to Cockburn as a 

“great bandit,” and the “leader of a host of barbarians.” 
Throughout 1813 and early 1814, England virtually controlled 
the Chesapeake, facing minimal resistance from either 
American vessels or regular troops. What forces there were 
consisted mainly of local militia companies, which were, in 
the words of one Free State chronicler, “slow to respond and 
quick to flee.” 

As one recent study asserts, “The Chesapeake sustained 
more enemy raids… more property damage and other losses, 
than any other theater of operations in the war, and the bulk of 
these raids took place in Maryland.” 
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By April 1814, Napoleon had been defeated and exiled to 
Elba, and more than 15,000 British troops—enough to target 
several key cities—were diverted from Europe to the war in 
America. 

On August 19-20, some 4,000 British troops were put 
ashore at Benedict, Maryland, and formed to march on 
Washington. Commanded by Major General Robert Ross and 
the ubiquitous Cockburn, they proceeded overland toward the 
capital by way of Bladensburg. 

Unfortunately for the Americans, the defense of the 
Prince George’s County town was in the hands of a 
thoroughly inept, politically appointed brigadier general 
named William H. Winder. Winder commanded 7,000 men—
nearly twice as many as the British force—but most of them 
were untried militia. 

Winder’s first (and last) mistake was in not destroying the 
bridge into Bladensburg. It was an oversight of which the 
enemy took full advantage. After pouring across the bridge, 
the British so thoroughly routed the panicked militia that the 
disorganized retreat was soon being written and sung about as 
“the Bladensburg Races.” 

Miraculously, American losses were light— because, 
some said, they were running too fast to suffer casualties. 

It was arguably one of the most humiliating defeats ever 
suffered by Americans in the field, and it meant there was now 
nothing between the British and the nation’s capital. 

On August 24, Ross and Cockburn marched their troops 
into Washington and spent the next 26 hours burning the 
White House, the Capitol, the War and Treasury departments’ 
building, a federal arsenal, and a number of other government 
structures and private residences. Fortunately, most of 
Washington’s citizens and public officials—including 
President Madison, his wife, and cabinet—had fled well in 
advance of the torching. 

Four days after the sack of Washington, a British 
squadron captured Alexandria, Virginia, without resistance. 
The next objective was Baltimore, and the freshly victorious 
British had no reason to doubt that they would reprise their 
recent successes. 

This time, instead of marching overland, the British took 
to their ships and prepared for a combined land and sea 
assault. 

Meanwhile, the city’s leading militia commander, Major 
General Samuel Smith, gathered a force of 15,000 militiamen 
from Maryland, Pennsylvania, Delaware, and Virginia, most 
of whom he deployed on the earthworks that protected 
Baltimore. 

On September 12, 4,200 British troops, again under Ross, 
landed at North Point, where they were met by a force of 
3,200 Americans. This time, the militiamen performed well; 
during the fierce fighting, the Americans gained the upper 
hand. 

Ross was killed, and the British—aware that they could 
not penetrate the city’s newly reinforced defenses—elected to 
dig in and await the Royal Navy’s assault on Fort McHenry, 
the star-shaped brick structure standing on the peninsula at the 
harbor’s mouth. Only the fort’s cannon and a chain of sunken 
vessels prevented the British ships from entering Baltimore 
Harbor. 

At 6 a.m. on September 13, the Royal Navy’s 50-warship 
armada began its bombardment. Watching it from the deck of 

a ship in the harbor was a respected young Washington lawyer 
named Francis Scott Key. 

Several days prior, Key had embarked on a mission, 
sanctioned by President Madison, to secure the release of an 
American civilian prisoner of the British. Accompanying Key 
on his errand was John Skinner, U.S. agent for the exchange 
of prisoners. 

Key and Skinner sailed to the British flagship Tonnant, on 
which the American was being held, and presented their case 
to Ross. Moved by their pleas, but fearing his guests might 
have inadvertently gathered intelligence on the impending 
battle, Ross agreed to release the prisoner—and Key and 
Skinner— but only after the attack on Baltimore. 

Apparently, the Tonnant was overcrowded, and Key, 
Skinner, and the American captive were allowed to return to 
their own vessel to await the outcome of the assault. It was 
from here that they watched as the British warships launched 
their assault on Fort McHenry. 

The Royal Navy threw everything it had at the fort: more 
than 1,500 rounds of cannon shot, as well as 190-lb. mortar 
shells (the “bombs bursting in air”) and 32-lb. Congreve 
rockets, whose trail left a “red glare” as they arced toward the 
fort. 

The assault continued through the day and night of the 
13th and into the following morning. But 25 hours after the 
first shots were fired, when the British guns were finally 
stilled and the flotilla weighed anchor and sailed down the 
Patapsco River to the Chesapeake Bay, only five Americans 
within the fort had been killed, and 24 wounded. And there, 
above the ramparts, flew the fort’s 30-by- 42-foot 15-star flag. 

The previous summer, a Baltimore widow had sewn it as 
part of a commission in anticipation of a British attack; now, 
its presence above the walls so inspired Key that he wrote four 
verses to commemorate the victory. The rest, as they say, is 
history. In 1931, the seminal poem and its accompanying tune 
were named America’s national anthem. The flag—or what 
remains of it—currently resides in the Smithsonian. 

There would be more battles and more bloodshed before 
the Treaty of Ghent brought the war to an inconclusive finish 
on February 16, 1815. There has been debate since the very 
end of hostilities as to who actually won the War of 1812. 

Although victory was claimed by both England and the 
United States, most historians agree that neither side was the 
winner. Both sides won battles and suffered defeats, but 
neither truly prevailed. Ironically, it can be argued that Canada 
won, simply for having successfully repelled the United 
States’ repeated attempts at invasion. 

Nonetheless, although the Treaty of Ghent merely 
reestablished conditions as they had existed before the war, 
and made no mention of either the impressment of Sailors or 
the issue of free shipping, America emerged from the conflict 
stronger and considerably more self-assured. 

Some of our national icons—Andrew Jackson, Zachary 
Taylor, and William Henry Harrison—won lasting fame in the 
war and would later ride that fame into the White House. 
Further, America now had an army that had been tried in the 
fire, and a navy that had won battles both on the Great Lakes 
and the high seas. 

At the commencement of hostilities, the United States had 
a mere 20 vessels with which to contest the British fleet of 
more than 1,000 warships; yet against these staggering odds, 
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through skill and sheer grit, the fledgling U.S. navy had 
managed to fight the greatest martial fleet in the world to a 
standstill. 

Ultimately, the War of 1812 signified America’s 
definitive break from Great Britain. As one historian writes, 

Americans at the time viewed themselves as having 
“preserved their country and vindicated their independence.” 
From this time forward, she would be regarded as a nation to 
be reckoned with. 
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CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
4. Blue Ridge On Patrol In 7th Fleet 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 21 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Mel Orr, USS Blue Ridge Public Affairs 

USS BLUE RIDGE, At Sea -- U.S. 7th Fleet command 
ship USS Blue Ridge (LCC 19) departed from Commander, 
Fleet Activities Yokosuka for patrol Feb. 21. 

Commanded by Capt. Daniel Grieco, Blue Ridge is 
manned by more than 700 Sailors, including embarked 7th 
Fleet staff and Marines from Fleet Anti-terrorism Security 
Team Pacific. 

Blue Ridge will visit foreign ports to engage allies and 
strengthen partnerships across the Asia-Pacific region. Sailors 
and Marines will also participate in several community service 
projects with partner navies and local aid groups. 

"USS Blue Ridge is departing for a deployment 
throughout the 7th Fleet area of operations and will conduct 
port calls to strengthen regional ties while training to maintain 
the crew's sea qualifications," said Blue Ridge Operations 
Officer Lt. Cmdr. Zachary McCarty. 

The Blue Ridge Morale, Welfare and Recreation 
department offers service members opportunities to visit local 

markets, theme parks, memorials and other cultural sites 
during their time off. 

"I can't wait to go shopping," said Culinary Specialist 
Seaman Lorena Cardoza. "Also, I'm looking forward to taking 
cultural tours and relaxing on the beach." 

While Sailors will get the chance to enjoy rest and 
relaxation opportunities, Blue Ridge will be fully operational 
during the patrol. Blue Ridge will provide advanced 
communications capabilities throughout the 7th Fleet, 
supporting theater security cooperation, fleet coordination and 
engagement goals during the patrol. 

The leader in bold, forward-presence at sea, Blue Ridge 
has been forward-deployed to Yokosuka, Japan for nearly 33 
years. As the flagship for Commander, U.S. 7th Fleet, Vice 
Adm. Scott H. Swift, Blue Ridge is instrumental in forging 
partnerships in the region while leading the fleet with its 
advanced shipboard communications systems. 
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5. High Speed Vessel Swift Arrives in Haiti, Offloads Project Handclasp Supplies 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 21 FEB 12) ... Lt. Matthew Comer, Swift Southern Partnership Station 

CAP HAITIEN, Haiti -- High Speed Vessel Swift (HSV) 
2 unloaded approximately $4 billion of Project Handclasp 
humanitarian supplies in Cap Haiten, Haiti Feb. 16 during the 
ship's final port visit of a four-month mission supporting 
HSV-Southern Partnership Station 2012 (HSV-SPS 12) in the 
eastern Pacific and Caribbean Sea. 

Project Handclasp is a U.S. Navy program that accepts 
and transports educational, humanitarian and goodwill 
materials donated by America's private sector on a space-
available basis aboard Navy ships for distribution to foreign 
nation recipients. 

"The Project Handclasp offload was our first engagement 
in Haiti," Cmdr. Garry Wright, HSV-SPS 12 mission 
commander, said. "There are so many pieces that go into 
making this program a success, that it really highlights the 
successful coordination and partnership already happening 
here." 

Swift unloaded 200 pallets of cargo while in port. The 
pallets included medical supplies, disinfectant, an ultrasound 
machine, school books, high-calorie meals and two vehicles. 
The materials were picked by non-governmental organizations 
to be delivered throughout the country. 

Twenty pallets of supplies were reserved for Ecole de 
Choix, a donar-funded, tri-lingual school in Mirebalais. The 
supplies included fluoride and 9,000 textbooks donated by the 
Town School in California and Lutheran World Relief. The 
supplies will help 180 children at Ecole de Choix and several 
other schools in the area. 

"The difference these donations make is unbelievable," 
Mary Clisbee, associate dean at Nova South East University 
said. "We work with kids in extreme conditions of poverty, 
surviving on less than a dollar a day. It is great how Lutheran 
World Relief, GB group, Nova South East, the Navy and the 
people of Haiti could come together to make a difference in 
the future of these children." 

Teams aboard Swift will participate in subject matter 
expert exchanges with their Haitian peers during the visit. A 
team of 19 Seabees from Naval Mobile Construction Battalion 
23 and five U.S. Marines worked with a team of Indonesian 
construction engineers in Caracol. The project will involve 
renovations at the local school and dispensary, which will 
benefit 14,000 community members. 

A detachment of nine Marines aboard Swift are scheduled 
to work with a U.N training team from the Haitian National 
Police academy to provide instruction in martial arts, non-
lethal weapons, leadership and pistol marksmanship. The joint 
training is being held at a U.N compound manned by Chilean 
marines and will include approximately 40 Haitian national 
police. 

"This is a unique opportunity to be the first Marine unit to 
train with the Haitian Police in Cap Haitien," said Gunnery 
Sgt. David Pearce. "We are hoping that our efforts here will 
give the Haitians the necessary tools to be successful in their 
endeavors. We are proud to continue the fine tradition of 
Marines in Haiti, like Chesty Puller and Smedley Butler." 
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A medical and veterinary team from Swift is scheduled to 
work with local health care providers in the region to discuss 
basic health care, fundamental treatments and the prevention 
of disease. 

The ship has visited Dominican Republic, El Salvador, 
Guatemala, Peru and Panama during its mission. Haiti is the 
last port call before the ship and embarked HSV-SPS 12 
personnel return to their homeports. 
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GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
6. Iran Says It Will Strike Its Foes Pre-Emptively 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 21 FEB 12) ... Nasser Karimi 

TEHRAN, Iran — As pressure mounts over Iran’s nuclear 
program, a top Iranian general warned Tuesday that the nation 
will pre-emptively strike anyone who threatens it. 

The statement by Gen. Mohammed Hejazi continues the 
defiant tone Tehran has taken in its confrontation with 
Western countries that claim it is developing nuclear weapons. 
Iran says its nuclear program is for peaceful purposes. 

“We do not wait for enemies to take action against us,” 
said Hejazi, according to the semiofficial Fars news agency. 
“We will use all our means to protect our national interests.” 

The U.S. and Israel have not ruled out strikes against 
Iranian nuclear facilities. 

Iran also said Tuesday that a visiting U.N. team did not 
plan to inspect the country’s nuclear facilities and will only 
hold talks with officials in Tehran. 

The statement cast doubt on how well U.N. inspectors can 
gauge whether Iran is moving ahead with its suspected pursuit 
of nuclear weapons. 

The visit by the International Atomic Energy Agency 
team, which started Monday, is the second in less than a 
month. 

Foreign Ministry spokesman Ramin Mehmanparast said 
the visiting IAEA team was made up of experts, not 
inspectors. He told reporters that the IAEA team was holding 
discussions Tuesday in Tehran to prepare for future 
cooperation between Iran and the U.N. watchdog. He said this 
cooperation is at its “best” level. 

“The (title) of the members of the visiting delegation is 
not ‘inspectors.’ This is an expert delegation. The purpose of 
visit is not inspection,” said Mehmanparast. “The aim is to 
negotiate about cooperation between Iran and the agency and 
to set a framework for a continuation of the talks.” 

Visits to Iranian nuclear sites were not part of the IAEA 
visit three weeks ago. 

But on Monday, Iranian state radio said the U.N. team 
had asked to visit the Parchin military complex outside Tehran 
— a known, conventional arms facility that has been 
suspected of making secret weapons — and to meet Iranian 
nuclear scientists involved in the country’s controversial 
program. 

“Iran’s cooperation with the (IAEA) agency continues 
and is at its best level,” added Mehmanparast. 

The visit comes as Iran carries out air defense war games 
to practice protecting nuclear and other sensitive sites. 

The official news agency IRNA said Monday the four-day 
air defense war games — dubbed “Sarallah,” or “God’s 
Revenge” — were taking place in the south of the country and 
involve anti-aircraft batteries, radar and warplanes. The drill 
will be held over 73,000 square miles (190,000 square 
kilometers) near the port of Bushehr, the site of Iran’s lone 
nuclear power plant. 

Iran has held multiple air, land and sea maneuvers in 
recent months as the tensions increased. 

The military maneuvers are viewed as a message to the 
West that Iran is prepared to defend itself against hostile 
measures and to retaliate — including warnings that it could 
cut the strategic Strait of Hormuz waterway off its southern 
coast with its naval forces. 

Tehran is also under heavy economic pressure. Last 
month, the European Union imposed sanctions on Iran’s fuel 
exports and froze its central bank assets. An oil embargo is set 
to begin in July. 

Iranian officials said the country should respond by 
cutting off EU states early, before they can line up alternative 
buyers. Over the weekend, Tehran announced that it was pre-
emptively cutting off exports to France and Britain. 
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7. Pentagon: Iran’s Ships Didn’t Dock In Syria 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 21 FEB 12) ... Pauline Jelinek 

WASHINGTON — The Pentagon is disputing reports 
that Iranian ships docked at a Syrian port over the weekend. 

Iranian state-run Press TV said Saturday that an Iranian 
navy destroyer and a supply ship had docked in the port of 
Tartus to provide training to ally Syria’s naval forces, as Syria 
tries to crush the opposition movement. 

But Defense Department press secretary George Little 
said Tuesday the U.S. military saw no indication that the ships 
docked or delivered any cargo. Little said Tehran’s ships went 
through the Suez Canal and now appear to be going back 
through the canal again. 

Return to Index 
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8. U.S. Raises Possibility Of Arming Syrian Opposition 
(WASHINGTON POST 22 FEB 12) ... Karen DeYoung 

The Obama administration, which has firmly rejected 
calls to arm the Syrian opposition, appeared at least to allow 
for the possibility Tuesday by emphasizing that "additional 
measures" might have to be considered if President Bashar al-
Assad continues to escalate his military assault on civilians. 

The comments, made by spokespersons at both the White 
House and the State Department, came as dozens of 
international leaders prepared to attend an emergency meeting 
on Syria in Tunis on Friday. 

Several governments in the region, including Qatar, the 
United Arab Emirates, Saudi Arabia and Turkey, have been at 
the forefront of efforts to take stronger action against Assad. 
The United States and others have been resistant. 

The conference agenda includes discussion of 
humanitarian aid to Syrians under attack, additional sanctions 
against the Assad government, and efforts to help organize a 
divided internal opposition. 

But shelling of Syrian opposition strongholds, including 
the city of Homs, by government forces has all but assured 
that the subject of arming the opposition will be on the table at 
the "Friends of Syria" gathering, where Secretary of State 
Hillary Rodham Clinton will head the U.S. delegation. 

Russia, a Syrian ally whose veto of a U.N. Security 
Council resolution this month stymied a U.N. attempt to force 
Assad to step down, has said it will not attend, nor will Iran, 
Assad's other main backer. 

The Tunis meeting is patterned after a "Friends of Libya" 
conference that preceded international military intervention in 
that country. But administration officials said the Libyan 
situation had been far different, with a united political and 
military force opposed to leader Moammar Gaddafi. 

The administration has been disappointed at the inability 
of the largely Sunni Syrian opposition to unify and to persuade 
minority Shiites, Christians and other groups to join against 
Assad. The leadership and organization of opposition military 
forces, primarily defectors who have formed the Free Syria 
Army, remain relatively opaque. 

"Until we're a lot clearer about who they are and what 
they are, I think it would be premature to talk about arming 
them," Gen. Martin Dempsey, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff, told CNN on Sunday. 

But the ongoing assault on Homs, surrounded by 
government artillery, increasingly echoes Gaddafi's threat to 
obliterate the Libyan opposition stronghold of Benghazi, the 
spark that led to outside intervention there. 

The administration and its allies have additional concerns 
as the Syrian situation worsens. Al-Qaeda forces from Iraq 
have already conducted some attacks in Syria, a senior 
administration official said, and there are fears their 
involvement will increase if the violence continues. There are 
also worries that Assad might unleash Syria's considerable 
stores of chemical weapons. 

Meanwhile, the International Committee of the Red Cross 
appealed Tuesday to Syrian officials to allow a daily two-hour 
truce so it can aid the worst-affected areas. 

"In Homs ... entire families have been stuck for days in 
their homes, unable to step outside to get bread, other food or 
water, or to obtain medical care," ICRC President Jakob 
Kellenberger said in a statement. 

"The current situation requires an immediate decision to 
implement a humanitarian pause in the fighting," Kellenberger 
said. 
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9. Japan Warns U.S. Price Of F-35 Fighter Must Not Rise 
(REUTERS 21 FEB 12) ... Rie Ishiguro 

TOKYO -- Japan has repeatedly warned the United States 
against price rises in Lockheed Martin Corp's new F-35 fighter 
jet, its top government spokesman said on Wednesday, after 
U.S. and Lockheed officials noted delays in orders will 
increase its total cost. 

The comments from Chief Cabinet Secretary Osamu 
Fujimura come after Japan's Sankei newspaper cited 
unidentified U.S. government officials as saying that Japan 
had threatened that it may even cancel its orders if prices 
climbed. 

Japan picked the F-35 as its next mainstay fighter in 
December, choosing it over combat-proven but less stealthy 
rivals. 

"When we were selecting the fighter, we asked those 
making the proposals to strictly observe their proposed prices 

and supply schedules. Japan has conveyed this to the U.S. 
from time to time," Fujimura told a news conference. 

The Pentagon last week confirmed plans to put off orders 
for 179 F-35s over the next five years to save $15.1 billion, a 
move that Lockheed executive vice president Tom Burbage 
told Reuters would increase the price of the plane somewhat. 

Canadian officials have been told the price of their jets 
would increase by a nominal percentage amount "in the low 
single digits" as a result of the U.S. slowdown. 

Japan's Defense Ministry has said each jet would cost 8.9 
billion yen ($112 million), or 9.9 billion yen including spare 
parts. The ministry plans to buy 4 jets in the year beginning in 
April and 42 units eventually. 
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10. Lockheed Dismisses Korea F-35 Schedule Issue 
(AVIATION WEEK 21 FEB 12) ... Robert Wall 

SINGAPORE — A Pentagon decision to reduce near-
term F-35 purchases will not hinder Lockheed Martin from 
meeting South Korea’s demand for an early 2016 first delivery 
under the F-X3 fighter program, insists David Scott, director 

of F-35 international customer engagement for the prime 
contractor. 

Current production capacity can build 48 aircraft 
annually, and with the U.S. looking to buy around 30 aircraft 
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per year, there are slots to meet South Korea’s demands, as 
well as other near-term international buyers such as Japan, 
Turkey, Italy and Norway. 

A Joint Strike Fighter steering board will convene soon to 
update and reconcile purchase plans. If there is need for extra 
tooling to be acquired either at Lockheed Martin or in the F-35 
supply chain, there would be time to do so, Scott tells Aviation 
Week during the Singapore air show. 

The South Korean competition to supply 60 fighters will 
pit the F-35A against the Boeing F-15 Silent Eagle and, 
potentially, European bidders. 

The international buys also will help maintain production 
of F-35s at a more economical rate, Scott notes. 

Lockheed Martin would need a waiver to sell the fighter 
to South Korea because of a U.S. prohibition of exporting 
hardware before an aircraft has entered service with the U.S. 
The waiver is likely to be granted, though, with the U.S. 
government having already granted one for Japan. 

Still unclear is what the next big F-35 competition will be 
overseas. The focus, after South Korea, likely will shift to 
solidifying plans with Singapore, Australia and others already 
involved in the program at various levels. 
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11. Pakistan Receives U.S. Surveillance Aircraft 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 21 FEB 12) 

ISLAMABAD — The Pakistani navy took delivery Feb. 
21 of two state-of-the-art, U.S.-made surveillance aircraft nine 
months after Islamist militants destroyed two similar planes, 
officials said. 

Pakistan said the P3C aircraft, modified with the latest 
avionics, are designed to improve surveillance in the North 
Arabian sea, one of the world’s most important shipping 
routes deeply troubled by Somali piracy. 

“The two aircraft have been delivered to the Pakistan 
navy. These aircraft have been provided under the foreign 
military funding program,” a spokesman for the U.S. Embassy 
in Islamabad told AFP. 

Relations between Pakistan and the U.S. were severely 
damaged last year by a covert American raid that killed 

Osama bin Laden and air strikes that killed 24 Pakistani 
soldiers. The alliance remains tense. 

The navy said the aircraft would help “maintain requisite 
vigil in our vital area of interest in the North Arabian Sea,” 
which it said was “home to intense maritime activity both 
legal and illegal and thus warrants continuous guard.” 

Pakistan is to receive six P3C aircraft from the United 
States in three batches. The first two, received in 2010, were 
destroyed during a 17-hour siege of a key naval base in 
Karachi last May blamed on the Taliban. 

The attack killed 10 personnel and deeply embarrassed 
the military, just three weeks after bin Laden was killed in the 
garrison town of Abbottabad. 
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12. Interview: Adm. Asif Sandila, Chief Of Naval Staff, Pakistan Navy 
(DEFENSE NEWS 20 FEB 12) ... Usman Ansari 

ISLAMABAD — Bordering Afghanistan and near the 
Arabian Sea, Pakistan has become a frontline state in global 
anti-terrorism endeavors since 2001. Maritime 
counterterrorism and anti-piracy efforts have increasingly 
drawn the Pakistan Navy (PN) into international operations 
such as Coalition Task Force 150 and counterpiracy Coalition 
Task Force 151. 

The Navy, led since October by Adm. Asif Sandila, must 
maintain its peacetime fleet plus deterrent credibility in the 
face of archrival India’s military expansion, which includes a 
modernization and expansion program for the Indian Navy. 
The Pakistan Navy’s own modernization plans have been 
complicated by the nation’s poor financial position, which has 
made Pakistan more reliant on China for new military 
equipment. 

Q. You have only just taken up office. What are the 
most pressing issues you face at present? 

A. We are faced with a phenomenal naval buildup in our 
immediate neighborhood, which has the potential to disturb 
the balance of naval power in the region. We need to ensure 
that this balance is redressed and naval power is not 
concentrated in any one center in [the Indian Ocean region]. 
We are taking steps to achieve that, but at the same time we, 
being located astride a global energy highway, are also 
required to play a pivotal role in ensuring maritime security 
and stability of the northwest part of the region. Pakistan is 
thus torn between redressing an unprecedented naval buildup, 
as well as ensuring maritime security. To cope with these dual 

yet tremendously challenging propositions on either flanks of 
Pakistan at a time when we are passing through difficult 
financial times is the most pressing issue I face today. 

Q. With Pakistan’s troubled economy, how is the Navy 
continuing to finance its operations and acquisitions? It no 
longer seems that Pakistan will be looking to acquire 
surplus warships, like additional Oliver Hazard Perry-
class frigates. 

A. It’s true that our economy is not in a healthy state at 
the moment, but considering the precarious security 
environment in our region and its impact on Pakistan, the 
government has not carried out cuts in any field of defense, 
including the Navy. I therefore don’t think that our future 
acquisition programs will suffer due to budgetary constraints. 
With regards to the Oliver Hazard Perry acquisition, the 
program is not being financed through our national funding. 
Rather, it falls under the U.S.-sponsored Foreign Military 
Financing Program, and it remains on course. As of now, we 
have visibility of four more Oliver Hazard Perry ships to be 
supplied to the Navy in 2013 and 2014 in batches of two each. 

Q. A strategic threat from India has been cited in 
plans for the Navy’s expansion, but if this also means a 
manpower increase, as well as the number of hulls in the 
water, how will you meet these costs? Would the 
incremental replacement of existing manpower-intensive 
systems allow this to happen, or will you have to seek a 
budget increase? 
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A. I have alluded to the massive Indian naval buildup, but 
let me clarify that we can neither afford nor do we plan to 
match it in terms of numerical strength, be it the number of PN 
personnel or PN platforms. We have our own employment 
strategy, and we are developing our strength and hardware to 
enable successful manifestation of this strategy. It is not 
exclusively Indo-centric. It is essentially based on achieving 
certain capabilities that we hope will help us deliver in the 
hour of need. 

Q. One of the most high-profile acquisition programs 
of your predecessor’s tenure was the next-generation 
submarine. Can you expand on reports of a Chinese 
submarine design being selected, and comment on whether 
the HDW Type-214 may still see service with Pakistan as a 
replacement for the Agosta-70s? 

A. Submarines all along have been our main strength and 
at the heart of our naval strategy of offensive sea denial. Over 
the years, the strength of our submarines has dwindled due to 
aging. Our primary consideration is to acquire modern and 
potent submarines. All options, including submarines of the 
West, as well as China, are under deliberation, though no 
decision has been taken as yet. 

Q. Long-standing plans include the expansion of the 
shipbuilding industry but also to diversify construction 
locations away from Karachi to places like Gwadar and 
Ormara. Where do these plans stand? 

A. Our long-term plan is to have two major shipbuilding 
and repair yards at Port Bin Qasim in the east and Gwadar in 
the west. In addition, we have a strategic plan to develop this 
rich but hitherto untapped segment of our maritime sector. To 
realize the same, we have a high-level shipbuilding task force 
formed under the aegis of [the Ministry of Defence 
Production]. 

Q. How do you plan to replace the P-3C Orions 
destroyed by terrorists last year? And what else can we 
expect from the Navy’s maritime patrol aircraft 
procurement efforts? Have you examined any Chinese 
options, such as the H-6K or Y-8Q? And is any thought 
being given to replacing your elderly Westland Sea King 
helicopters yet? 

A. Despite the loss of two P-3Cs during the unfortunate 
attack on [Pakistan Naval Station] Mehran last year, our 
maritime surveillance capability remains intact and we can 
well manage our operational requirements. Nevertheless, we 
have initiated the process for the replacement of the destroyed 
aircraft from the U.S. and remain hopeful of a positive 
outcome. You must appreciate that the P-3C is designed for 
long-range surveillance. Deploying this aircraft continuously 
for routine surveillance in peacetime is not only 
uneconomical, it actually amounts to its underutilization. We 
are thus maintaining smaller and cheaper maritime patrol 
aircraft — i.e., FK-27S —which fulfills our day-to-day 
operational needs. Apart from that, we are considering a range 
of other surveillance aircraft, including Chinese options. 

With regard to our Sea King helos, we have signed the 
Mid Life Upgrade Program, under which a new and modern 
avionics suite and sensors will be fitted onboard, making them 
a more potent and capable aerial platform. 

Q. The effectiveness of the small number of Exocet-
equipped anti-ship strike Mirage-5 aircraft is now surely 
questionable. What do you intend to replace them with? 
And is there a case for having these Pakistan Air Force 
aircraft under naval control? 

A. PAF Mirage aircraft equipped with missiles are 
effective [anti-shipping strike] platforms. The PN and PAF 
have put in place an efficient mechanism for their optimum 
deployment, which is why we don’t feel the need to place 
them under PN control. There are plans to replace the systems 
which become obsolete or are no longer operationally 
effective. 

Q. Later this decade, you will face an Indian nuclear-
powered, nuclear-armed ballistic submarine that threatens 
the current strategic balance in South Asia. How do you 
intend to respond? 

A. The strategic dimension of India’s naval buildup is a 
cause of concern not only for us but for the entire Indian 
Ocean region. I feel nuclearization of the Indian Ocean does 
not augur well for peace and stability in the region. We are 
mindful of this development and taking necessary measures to 
restore the strategic balance. 

Q. Your predecessors have spoken about further new-
build warships. Can we expect more orders for the F-22P 
frigate, or perhaps the heavier Type-054A Jiankai-II? 
What about your Turkish-designed corvette program. Has 
that been abandoned? 

A. Contemporary maritime warfare has increased and 
diversified the roles of surface ships manifold, thus making 
them indispensable for any navy. The Pakistan Navy, being 
incessantly engaged in maritime security, counterterrorism and 
anti-piracy operations, is still short of surface ships to meet the 
growing requirements. We feel that despite addition of four F-
22P frigates and planned induction of U.S. OHP-class frigates, 
our force structure in terms of surface ships would still be 
deficient. We are thus evaluating various options, including 
corvette-sized ships to meet the shortfall. 

Q. There have been long-standing plans to increase 
security in the coastal/littoral environments. What are 
your current and future plans for Pakistan Navy Marines 
and the Maritime Safety Agency? 

A. Coastal and port security remains a high-priority area 
for the Pakistan Navy, and we are making concerted efforts in 
this direction. PN is actively pursuing the formation of a Joint 
Maritime Information Organization. In Pakistan, a whole host 
of agencies working under different ministries are in one way 
or the other concerned with maritime security. This, at times, 
leads to information blockage and duplication of efforts, 
resulting in uncoordinated response to challenges in the 
maritime arena. We are pursuing this interministerial and 
interagency body, which will bring more synergy in our 
efforts and become an assured guarantor of our port and 
coastal security. 

PN Marines have a wide variety of roles to perform, but 
most importantly, they are entrusted with the defense of the 
Creeks area [which is part of the disputed Indo-Pakistani 
maritime border]. For this purpose, we have equipped them 
with special craft and assault boats to add to their mobility and 
firepower in support of their operational plans. 

Return to Index 
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13. Out Of Sight, Somali Piracy Fight Gets Rougher 
(REUTERS 21 FEB 12) ... Peter Apps 

LONDON - When tanker master Miro Alibasic takes one 
of his company's vast ships across the Indian Ocean, he likes 
to have all the firepower he can get on board. 

Having seen last year how Somali pirates treat their 
captives, the 61-year-old is in no hurry to experience it again. 

"It was hell on earth," he told Reuters by telephone from 
his home in the Croatian port of Dubrovnik. 

The number of ships seized in the region by Somali 
pirates fell last year, industry data shows, but the overall 
number of attempted attacks continues to rise and the raids 
have become increasingly violent. 

Breaking the piracy "business model" and tackling 
Somalia's onshore problems will be among the aims of a major 
international conference on Somalia in London on Thursday. 
But few are optimistic of a solution any time soon, and 
shippers say they must take matters into their own hands. 

Greater use of private armed security guards on ships and 
a much tougher approach by international navies is beginning 
to work, some mariners, officials, contractors and military 
officers say. But others worry they may simply fuelling a 
growing arms race, ramping up the conflict and producing a 
rising human and financial cost. 

In March last year, Alibasic was transporting a cargo of 
crude oil from Sudan to Asia when his tanker - the 100,000 
ton United Arab Emirates-registered Zirku - came under 
attack. For 90 minutes, the pirates poured heavy machine gun 
and rocket propelled grenade fire into the vessel. 

Then they were aboard, swarming over the two levels of 
barbed wire that surrounded the decks. 

The ferocity of the initial onslaught, he says, was matched 
by much of the treatment suffered by him and his 28 crew 
during their 75 days in captivity. 

As the shipowners negotiated the payment of an 
unspecified but reportedly "massive" ransom, he did 
everything he could to keep the multinational crew - including 
Jordanians, Egyptians, Ukrainians and Pakistanis - safe from 
sometimes drugged and bored captors. 

"I read them poetry and played them opera to try to calm 
them down," he said, adding that he also played chess with the 
pirate leader "Abdallah" to win his respect. "But they nearly 
hanged my second mate." 

The unlucky second officer's only offence, he said, was to 
have demanded the right to have a shower after spending 
hours working in the tanker's sweltering engine room. By the 
time Alibasic persuaded the pirates to let him go, the rope was 
already around his neck. 

Seafarers' organizations say the treatment of prisoners has 
worsened over time. Other sailors have been suspended hung 
upside down for hours, dumped overboard or even keelhauled 
- dragged under the ship from one side to the other on a rope, a 
traditional punishment of the age of sail barely reported since 
the 17th or early 18th centuries. 

Estimates suggest at least 60 seafarers have died. 
Tougher Naval Approach 
When the pirates forced Alibasic to sail back out into the 

Indian Ocean to rescue some of their stranded colleagues, he 
found himself on the receiving end of a new set of naval rules 
of engagement. 

On one of his trips, his tanker came under fire from the 
U.S. Navy. 

"I got on the radio and said: "What are you doing? They 
(the pirates) will kill us all ... They were using us as human 
shields," he said. 

About 25 warships from various nations now patrol the 
Indian Ocean at any given time. 

Some states - such as Russia - have always adopted an 
aggressive approach when their ships were hijacked, storming 
them with force and either killing the pirates or leaving them 
to die in open boats. The United States has also launched 
special forces missions to rescue its nationals. 

Other Western states - particularly the Europeans who 
make up the bulk of EU and NATO-led task forces - were 
initially more cautious. But even they have started to take a 
tougher stance, engaging pirate "motherships" and retaking 
captured vessels. 

Many commanders have welcomed the new approach, 
saying it is behind the slump in successful pirate attacks in the 
second half of 2011. Only 25 ships were seized in 2011, the 
European Union Naval Force Somalia (EU NAVFOR) says, 
compared to 47 the year earlier. 

Pirates now hold six ships and roughly 176 hostages, the 
EU says, again well down from last year. 

But average ransoms continue to rise - now about $5 
million compared to $4 million last year. 

Estimates of the cost to the global economy are also up - 
one report put it at $7 billion in 2011. 

The fastest growing component of that, the US-based 
Oceans Beyond Piracy report said, was the cost of the rising 
number of armed private security guards. At the beginning of 
2011, they estimated perhaps a quarter of ships carried such 
guards, rising to an estimated half now. 

Shipping companies spent roughly $1 billion on private 
guards alone in 2011, the report said - much more than the 
estimated $160 million earned by the pirates themselves in 
ransoms. 

Security Costs, Worries 
Many piracy experts - including serving naval officers - 

believe it was the private guards who made the real difference 
against piracy in 2011. 

But the unregulated industry raises a host of new worries. 
A 2011 UN report details one incident, in which naval 

forces rescued a damaged skiff containing one dead Somali 
and six survivors, who said two other compatriots had also 
been killed and had fallen overboard. 

Naval observers concluded gunfire had come from 
illegally-held weapons on a ship recently attacked by the skiff, 
but were unable to provide definitive proof. 

"It's very likely people are being killed out in the Indian 
Ocean by private guards and it's not being reported," says 
Rory Lamrock, piracy analyst at UK-based risk consultancy 
AKE. 

A former military officer himself, tanker captain Alibasic 
worries over the moral and legal implications of dispensing 
lethal force from the deck of a civilian merchant ship. 

But he also has a more immediate concern - will the 
guards he now carries on his voyages through the region have 
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enough arms and ammunition to fight off the kind of 
concerted assault he faced last March? 

As to solving the wider problem of Somali piracy, he says 
that is something that will only happen when the world gets 
seriously involved onshore in the pirate havens of Puntland 
and elsewhere. 

"When we had a war in Croatia, we did not become 
pirates," he says, referring to the Balkan wars of the 1990s. 
"The international community and the UN came and things 
were sorted out in only a few years. That's what needs to 
happen in Somalia." 
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14. Can We Ever Assess The True Cost Of Piracy? 
Oceans Beyond Piracy Have Given It Another Shot 
(SOMALIA REPORT 21 FEB 12) ... Venetia Archer and Robert Young Pelton 

Well, the Oceans Beyond Piracy (OBP) crew is at it 
again. The SS OBP ship is captained by 62-year-old yoghurt 
and real estate tycoon Marcel Arsenault, and his team of 
academics have once again sought to assess the economic cost 
of Somali piracy. 

Arsenault must be commended for the $15 million he has 
put forward to fund the project, but Somalia Report believes it 
is important to examine some of the report’s myths and 
inaccuracies, particularly given how widely the figures are 
regurgitated in international media and other working reports. 
Last year, Oceans Beyond Piracy estimated the cost of piracy 
at between $7 billion and $12 billion. The statistic was widely 
cited as the official figure for the cost of Somali piracy, 
despite the fact that it was also widely criticized for 
inaccuracy. This year, OBP have refined their model and 
calculations, and now claim that the cost in 2011 lies in the 
more specific range of $6.6 - $6.9 billion. Again, the 
international media has accepted the cost at face value, and 
few have thought to ask just how they came up with this 
number. 

We applaud and encourage OBP to continue and refine 
their “Economic Costs of Somali Piracy” report, but it must be 
seen as a work in progress (as they rightly concur). Their latest 
paper has improved markedly on last year’s, largely due to 
constructive and detailed criticism on the part of those in the 
know, but significant flaws remain. 

Accurately assessing the global cost of piracy is an almost 
impossible task, but OBP gets started on the wrong foot by 
failing to distinguish “costs” from “profit.” 

Can We Trust The Numbers? 
The way statistics are used in the report demonstrates a 

lack of understanding of the maritime, security and piracy 
industry; the OBP approach lumps together government costs 
(absorbed by taxpayers), elective insurance costs (passed on to 
the consumer) and opportunity costs (such as the decline in 
tourism in Kenya), all on an equal playing field. The counter-
piracy industry is booming, surely this is worth a mention? 

Much of the report’s accounting of insurance costs is 
based on hypothetical figures. The words “estimations” and 
“hypothesize,” overrun the paper, as much of the required 
information is simply unavailable – insurance brokers are not 
in the business of passing on this sort of information, and so 
the figures used are based solely on estimates. It is important, 
therefore, that the final ‘cost’ is taken with a pinch of salt. 

In other areas, the report appears to ignore fundamentally 
important costs. When it comes to prosecutions, the OBP 
includes the costs borne in Asia, North America, Europe and 
Japan, but not Kenya and the Seychelles (major pirate 
prosecution and imprisonment centers), because “much of 
these costs are covered by funding from UNODC Counter 

Piracy Programme, as well as other international funding 
mechanisms.” The cost assigned here, therefore, is a paltry 
$16.43 million. But what about the costs from those 
“international funding mechanisms”? 

The most anemic category is the $21.3 million directed 
towards counter piracy organizations, attributed to bloated 
bureaucracies, working groups, UN agencies and - bizarrely – 
their own expenses in preparing the report. No mention is 
made of efforts made inside Somalia and by neighbors like the 
UAE to actually battle piracy on land. Those numbers would 
be even more miniscule when compared with industry costs 
and profits, but once again, hardly straightforward additions. 
The economic impact on the donor nation, in terms of job 
creation, for example, would have to be assessed. 

An absence of consistency in methodology is 
demonstrated by the massive over and underestimations of 
certain costs. The report includes the complete administrative 
and operational costs of Task Force 150, EUNAVFOR and 
NATO’s efforts, much of which would be spent anyway, and 
so cannot be solely attributed to the scourge of piracy. The 
report includes the $2.7 million donated to assist 
improvements in Somaliland and Puntland’s prosecutorial 
capacity. This is deemed a 2011 ‘cost of piracy’, but it is much 
more than that. Capacity building projects such as this one are 
broader in their scope than simply aiding in the prosecution of 
pirates, and the full scope of the funds are linked solely to 
piracy in this report. 

Tourism And Real Estate 
The case study assessments of the cost to regional 

economies, too, are far from thorough. The damage to 
Kenya’s $800 million a year tourism industry seems to be 
based on little more than a finger in the air. “Between $129 
and $795 million lost in tourism revenue, and 3% and 20% of 
tourism jobs lost.” 

Using this methodology, for instance, the authors could 
have found some argument to include the entire cost of the 
Kenyan invasion (estimated at KSH200 million, or $2.5 
million per month); some might say this was partly due to 
those kidnappings on Kenyan soil, some of which have been 
subsequently linked with pirate gangs. 

Kenya is a particularly complex case, as much of the 
pirate money feeds into the economy. Although tales of the 
Nairobi and Mombasa property boom being funded by pirate 
cash are grossly exaggerated, significant sums have been 
invested in Kenya, and cannot be ignored. But once again, 
establishing the ‘cost’ is difficult - a pirate dollar invested in a 
real estate project generates returns, tax revenue and local 
jobs. 
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Oil And Slippery Numbers 
The argument for the threat to oil shipping is significantly 

flawed. This report estimates that there is a $5 billion threat to 
the UAE’s petro business. They completely forget to mention 
that the last time a UAE ship was nabbed at dusk, it was 
rescued by commandoes and on its way by the time the sun 
came up. It is hard to see how this is a cost. 

The ‘costs’ attributed to the Irene SL hijack are also 
simplistic. While the ransom paid was the highest to date, at 
$13.5 million, profits, too, were made. The vessel was 
carrying $200 million worth of oil. In those two months of 
captivity, the value of oil increased from $100 per barrel to 
$111 per barrel. Upon release, the value of the cargo had risen 
by $22 million, outstripping the ransom cost. 

In this section of the report, the authors hypothesize that 
attacks on oil tankers will increase, as pirates realize their 
value. This is far from the case. While pirates are clearly 
aware that oil tankers are a good bet for a large ransom, they 
are opportunists. Pirates don’t target specific vessels, they 
head to the busy shipping lanes and attack what they can. It is 
a common misconception that pirates make use of the latest 
satellite navigation equipment to isolate attractive targets. 
They don’t have to; simply bobbing around shipping routes 
waiting for a low and slow is sufficient. That said, the report 
gives special thanks to Michael Frodl, a Washington-based 
‘piracy expert’ and self-proclaimed advisor to the Lloyds Joint 
War Committee, who famously predicted that Somali pirates 
were in cahoots with the Tamil Tigers, and would expand their 
operations to the Malacca Straits ‘by late 2011 or early 2012’. 
We should perhaps be thankful for this oil tanker ‘insight’, it 
could have been a lot worse. 

Piracy Is Over, If You Want It To Be 
The paper’s perspective on piracy needs to be refined: the 

authors’ view the epidemic from a 2010 lens, and focus little 
on the virtual bankruptcy of the piracy industry since the use 
of armed guards has become the norm. The change occurred 
throughout the course of 2011, yet this shift does not feature in 
the calculations. 

Indeed, despite making reference to the fact that pirate 
successes declined significantly in the second half of the year, 
the report does not take this into account when assessing the 
implementation of BMP, a statistic that is subsequently used 
to estimate the number of vessels transiting the high risk area 
each year. Only in the second half of 2011 did the 
implementation of BMP gain major traction, with more and 
more ship owners hardening their vessels as the months wore 
on. The report uses the overgenerous estimate that 80% of 
vessels were compliant with BMP over the course of last year, 
however this does not take into account the growth in the rate 
of implementation. 

Outlook For 2012? 
Piracy will have even less of an impact in 2012 and 

already, armed security teams have thwarted virtually every 
pirate attack this year. The hijack of the Free Goddess, the first 
commercial vessel to be taken this year, served as a reminder 
to ship owners that yes, unprotected vessels remain at risk. But 
then again, ship owners run a tight ship on risk vs. reward. The 
more expensive the cargo, the more likely that insurance and 
security will be included, so the vessels that pirates manage to 
successfully commandeer will be the less valuable, which will 
be reflected in the ransom figures. 

The private security industry has perfected the business of 
counter piracy, and their presence in the region is unfaltering. 
Despite the plethora of counter-piracy approaches, as of yet, 
boots on deck has proved the sole guarantee of thwarting any 
hijack attempt. These companies are prospering, and they are 
not the only ones. As pirates collected $160 million in 
ransoms last year, the insurance industry collected $635 
million in premiums. Toss in another $1.1 billion for security 
equipment and you have a hundred-fold industry benefit borne 
of fear. The counter-piracy industry will only continue to 
grow. 

And therein lies one of the principal faults of the OBP 
report. While equating the “costs” of piracy with the profits 
made by the insurance and private security industry, lumping 
them for good measure with costs borne by governments and 
societies, the report fails to achieve what should be its true 
aim: assessing the cost of piracy to society as a whole. Such an 
approach would involve assessing the costs passed on to 
consumers, to taxpayers, and balancing these against the 
undeniable benefits accruing to the maritime industry, as well 
as to local actors benefiting from capacity building (and even 
international political recognition). 

It’s an ambitious project, to be sure--but OBP is the one 
setting the bar, and it’s time to try and jump. 

Where Can We Go From Here? 
The report would benefit from measuring the economic 

cost of piracy against the cost of actually ending piracy. These 
academic papers are influential, and do have an impact on 
insurance costs and policy. With such significant resources at 
their disposal, OBP should take the next step and assess those 
longer-term costs required to actually end the pirate menace. 
What the report makes abundantly clear is that the counter-
piracy industry is booming, and the funds directed towards 
efforts to deal with the root causes of piracy pale in 
comparison. 

What has this costly report brought to the table? As of yet, 
not much more than an easy and inaccurate statistics for lazy 
journalists to tack onto news reports. 

View Report (PDF) 
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15. U.K. Tests London Response To Possible Olympic Underground Terror Attack 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 21 FEB 12) ... Thomas Penny 

The U.K. is staging an exercise today to test the response 
of the emergency services and government to a possible 
terrorist attack on London’s Underground rail system during 
this summer’s Olympic Games. 

The former Aldwych station, in central London, will be 
the focus of the simulated attack, which is being coordinated 
by the Home Office and London’s Metropolitan Police. 

“The initial incident will test the tactical response, 
including evacuation of the station, rescuing injured people 
and managing the crime scene,” Chris Allison, the national 
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Olympic security coordinator, said in an e-mailed statement. 
“The exercise will go on to test how senior decision makers 
manage the impact of the incident, the investigation to catch 
those responsible and a range of issues such as travel 
disruption, protest and organized crime which may impact on 
the smooth running of the Olympic Games.” 

The U.K. armed forces will call up 2,100 reservists to 
make up the 13,500 military personnel assisting with security 
at the games, Defense Secretary Philip Hammond said on Feb. 

20. HMS Ocean, the Royal Navy’s biggest ship, will be 
moored in the River Thames, while ground-to-air missiles and 
Typhoon jets will protect the U.K. capital’s airspace. 

“We are determined to leave nothing to chance to deliver 
a safe and secure games that London, the U.K. and the world 
can enjoy,” James Brokenshire, the crime and security 
minister, said in the statement. “We need to test our plans and 
this exercise gives us the opportunity to inform, reassure and 
build confidence in the U.K.’s safety and security operation.” 
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16. Navy Announces Changes to Imminent Danger Pay 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 21 FEB 12) ... Chief of Naval Personnel Public Affairs 

WASHINGTON -- Sailors will now receive imminent 
danger pay (IDP) only for days they actually spend in IDP 
areas, according to NAVADMIN 062/12, released Feb. 17. 

This change, announced by the Department of Defense 
Feb. 2 and enacted in the 2012 National Defense 
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2012, was implemented 
Feb. 1. According to the new policy, Sailors will receive $7.50 
for each day served in a qualifying IDP area. Sailors who 
serve in qualifying areas for the entire month, regardless of the 
length of the month, are entitled to the full rate of $225. Prior 
to enactment of this change, service members who served any 
part of a month in a qualifying area were entitled to the full 
rate. 

"It is crucial for commanders to ensure their Sailors are 
aware of these changes to imminent danger pay," said Vice 
Adm. Scott R. Van Buskirk, chief of naval personnel. 
"Additionally, commanders must track duties performed by 
their Sailors that will qualify them for IDP and hostile fire 
pay, and provide this information to personnel support 
detachments to ensure Sailors are receiving payments for 
which they qualify." 

Sailors will see this change in their Feb. 15 pay records. 
Sailors do not need to take any action at this time regarding 
overpayments of IDP made from Dec. 31, 2011 to Jan. 31, 
2012; the Navy is working with Defense Finance and 
Accounting Services (DFAS) to waive or remit these debts. 
Under DoD policy, such debts may be waived when there is 
no indication of fraud, fault, misrepresentation, or when 
members were unaware they were overpaid. 

Sailors who travel to designated IDP areas are reminded 
to keep track of the number of days they are in the area to 
verify that they are correctly paid. 

DoD defines IDP areas as places where members are 
subject to the threat of physical harm or imminent danger 
because of civil insurrection, civil war, terrorism or wartime 
conditions. 

Sailors exposed to hostile fire or a hostile mine explosion 
event, remain eligible to receive non-prorated hostile fire pay 
(HFP) for the full monthly amount of $225. Sailors may not 
receive HFP and IDP in the same month. 
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17. Build Wealth, Not Debt 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 21 FEB 12) ... Chief Mass Communication Specialist Terrina Weatherspoon, MCPON Public Affairs 

WASHINGTON -- "Set a Goal, make a plan, save 
automatically" is the theme of the 2012 Military Saves Week, 
which began Feb. 19, as part of the larger nationwide America 
Saves Campaign, conducted in cooperation with the Consumer 
Federation of America. 

Although the Military Saves Campaign is a yearlong 
effort, Military Saves Week brings in community and financial 
resources to help service members focus on financial 
readiness. 

"It's important for everyone to manage their resources," 
said Master Chief Petty Officer of the Navy Rick D. West. 
"You really have to take care of your needs and balance your 
wants. As we all know, life is unpredictable. You need to be 
prepared. Every Sailor should be looking to a future financial 
plan. If you have not sat down with a financial counselor, you 
could be impeding your future security." 

Start small, think big is the idea behind Military Saves 
Week. Personal finance managers (PFM) at each military 
installation are the key planners and organizers of all base 
Military Saves Week programs and activities. 

"I encourage everyone to engage in the activities going on 
at their commands," said West. "Your personal health and 
well-being start by reducing stress. And financial stress is hard 
to manage if you become too far in debt. I challenge you to 
take a month and cut out the stops for coffee, make your 
lunch, don't visit the vending machines, and see how much 
you save." 

Over the past five years, more than 100,000 military 
members and their families have taken the pledge to save 
money, reduce debt and build wealth over time. In addition, 
many military banks and defense credit unions promote 
Military Saves Week and offer financial seminars and special 
savings programs. 
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18. Carrier Enterprise Retools Mental Health At Sea 
From ‘Psycho’ To ‘Fuzzy Bunny’: Rethinking Mental Health At Sea 
(NAVY TIMES 20 FEB 12) ... Joshua Stewart 

Fuzzy Bunny has a small office, a soft voice and wears 
the Navy working uniform. But probably the most noticeable 
thing about him is that he’s a very busy guy. 

Fuzzy Bunny — technically, Lt. Cmdr. Amarjeet Purewal 
— is the carrier Enterprise’s psychologist, and he said he 
thinks the nickname is playing a small part in improving 
mental health care on his ship. 

“We’re decreasing the stigma of the ‘Psycho,’” he said, 
referring to the traditional name for the ship’s psychologist. 

It seems to be working: As the ship worked through its 
composite unit training exercise in January, Purewal said he 
was scheduling five or six appointments per day, plus having 
spontaneous meetings with a handful of other sailors who stop 
by his office unannounced or snag him for a minute or two as 
he walks the ship. 

The Fuzzy Bunny makeover is part of Enterprise’s efforts 
to manage stress more effectively than during its most recent 
deployment. That six-month cruise, which ended in July, was 
particularly tough: It started with the abrupt firing and 
replacement of the ship’s skipper days before it got underway. 
Then came two suicides in one month and two man-
overboards in a two-week span. Operationally, the crew and 
air wing stayed busy with combat missions in 5th Fleet amid 
questions about whether the carrier would help enforce a no-
fly zone over Libya. 

Also, 60 percent of its sailors were on their first 
deployments — an unusually high figure, ship officials said. 
Most of the crew wasn’t used to life at sea. 

To prepare for the carrier’s final deployment, scheduled 
for this spring, a stress management trainer was brought 
onboard; the command chaplain, psychologist and others 
stepped up outreach efforts; and a marketing campaign was 
launched to educate sailors about the ship’s resources and 
encourage them to be mindful of the stresses they face. 

One part of the ship’s marketing effort is the rebranding 
of “Psycho,” a term that conjures unnerving images of the 
Alfred Hitchcock film, with “Fuzzy Bunny.” Ship leaders said 
they felt that if sailors realized that there’s nothing to fear 
when visiting Purewal, more sailors would stop by. 

Chiefs and officers are getting stress management and 
suicide awareness training. Some sessions include drills that 
walk leaders though situations they’re likely to encounter, 
such as a sailor stressed out by marriage troubles. 

Learning Sailors’ Limits 
The mental health overhaul is not limited to Enterprise. 

Other ships are deploying with stress management trainers, 

and all carriers and many big-deck amphibs have 
psychologists. 

Beyond increasing the number of public health experts 
afloat, the Naval Center for Combat and Operational Stress 
Control is working to change an old habit — working sailors 
to the breaking point. 

The new philosophy still pushes them hard, but it also 
tries to get sailors to do small, regular mental tune-ups instead 
of one giant overhaul after a psychological breakdown. It’s 
more preventative medicine than invasive surgery, said Capt. 
Scott Johnson, the stress center’s director. The hope is new 
efforts will mean sailors will be less likely to think about 
suicide, and mental health medevacs will happen less often, 
Johnson said. 

Educating sailors about how they’re managing their own 
stress, and teaching them to pay attention to how their 
shipmates are coping, is a big part of the effort. On Enterprise, 
charts with colors representing different levels of stress and 
their associated feelings help sailors determine their stress 
levels. 

The hope is that sailors will notice when they’re spending 
more time in the dangerous orange and red zones because 
they’re having trouble focusing and feel worn out. Then they 
can take time to relax, get extra sleep, work out or otherwise 
blow off some steam to nudge them back into the safer green 
zone. 

The ship is trying to treat “stress injuries” before they 
become more serious “stress illnesses,” said Rev. (Cmdr.) 
John Owen, Enterprise’s command chaplain. “At that point, 
we lose a mission-ready sailor.” 

It’s an uphill battle to change a culture that glorifies 
working past your limit. Complicating the effort are concerns 
that counseling will hurt a career either through a grounding, 
lost time on watch or a pulled security clearance. 

Seeking psychological health rarely leads to career 
consequences, Johnson said. It’s more likely that ignoring 
problems will create bigger issues that will hurt a career, he 
said. 

Chiefs and officers have generally accepted the changes, 
Owen said, but some people still don’t like the idea of stress 
management training or mental health care. 

“To a lot of people, this is touchy-feely psychobabble 
nonsense. I get that. I guess that’s part of the military culture,” 
he said. “But I think they’re coming around ... You do it even 
though people say, ‘It’s crap, I’m here to fight wars.’” 
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19. Lincoln Sailors Offer Donations For Navy-Marine Corps Relief Society 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 21 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist Seaman Benjamin T. Liston, USS Abraham Lincoln Public 
Affairs 

USS ABRAHAM LINCOLN, At Sea -- Sailors assigned 
to the Nimitz-class aircraft carrier USS Abraham Lincoln 
(CVN 72) supported the Navy-Marine Corps Relief Society 
(NMCRS) by participating in NMCRS Day, Feb. 19. 

In addition to a series of recent fundraising raffles, events 
included a slam dunk contest and three-point shootout in the 

hangar bay, and a 5K fun run and golf driving range on the 
flight deck. 

Ten Sailors donated $5 each to compete in the slam dunk 
contest, and 60 Sailors paid the same amount to participate in 
the three-point shootout. While the fun run was free of charge, 
golfers paid one dollar for every five golf balls they drove off 
the flight deck. 
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Personnel Specialist 1st Class Kathryn Benjamin, the 
NMCRS assistant fundraising coordinator aboard Lincoln, 
said that the crew is off to a strong start donating money to the 
cause and meeting the ship's fundraising target of $140,000. 

"We've raised more than $28,000 so far," she said. "It's 
really great to see the crew come together to support a good 
cause. And having these events really boosted the morale of 
the ship. We all came together and had a good time. It was 
also a great feeling to help out our shipmates all over the 
world." 

The NMCRS, a non-profit charitable organization 
sponsored by the Department of the Navy, is solely funded by 
charitable contributions like the annual fund drive conducted 
by shore and sea-based commands throughout the Navy and 
Marine Corps. Contributions are returned to service members 
in the form of emergency relief or other services. The NMCRS 
has helped active duty and retired Sailors and Marines and 
their families for more than 100 years. 

"The NMCRS is a great program because it is Sailors 
taking care of their fellow Sailors through donations and 
charitable drives," said Chief Religious Programs Specialist 
Elliot Warley, Lincoln's NMCRS emergency relief 
coordinator. "It's a program that helps Sailors out when they 
encounter a family emergency or crisis." 

Lincoln is deployed with the Abraham Lincoln Carrier 
Strike Group (ALCSG), which includes with Ticonderoga-
class guided-missile cruiser USS Cape St. George (CG 71), 
embarked Carrier Air Wing 2 and Destroyer Squadron 9, 
comprised of guided-missile destroyers USS Momsen (DDG 
92) and USS Sterett (DDG 104). 

ALCSG is deployed to the U.S. 5th Fleet area of 
responsibility conducting maritime security operations, theater 
security cooperation efforts, and support missions as part of 
Operation Enduring Freedom. 
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20. Local Sailor Uses Social Media To Search For Kidney Donor 
(WVEC ABC NORFOLK 21 FEB 12) ... Mike Gooding 

NORFOLK -- A local Sailor is using social media in 
hopes of finding a kidney donor. 

The life-changing news came last Fall when 29-year old 
Max Brown went on what he thought was a routine visit to the 
dentist. His blood pressure was dangerously high and he later 
learned that he had suffered kidney failure. He was diagnosed 
with chronic kidney disease. 

"It took a while to absorb, you know, even today it's hard 
to think too far into the future because there's so much 
uncertainty," said Brown. 

Until last October, the aviation electronics technician first 
class was flying high in his Navy career. His job was to 
maintain the MH-60s Seahawk helicopter for the Naval 
Station Norfolk-based Helicopter Sea Combat Squadron 22. 
Because of his medical condition, he may soon be discharged 
from the Navy. 

After learning about his serious kidney problems, Brown 
accepted help from his father and his wife and they got busy 

building a Facebook page called "A kidney for Max" to search 
for a donor. The Texas native needs a blood type O+ kidney 
donor. 

"We've had hundreds of hits, and I think maybe three of 
four people have offered to get screened to be a potential 
donor to me," said Brown. "I'd say so far, it's been successful." 

The kidney transplant process can take years, but Brown 
hopes technology and a generous donor will prevent him from 
having to wait much longer. He is currently undergoing 
dialysis treatments three times a week at four hours each. 
Meantime, he tries to stay positive. 

"I'm upbeat today. Some days are harder to deal with than 
others. I feel confident things will work out for me. That so 
many people are willing to get screened, that just shows the 
good will that's out there. 

View Clip (RT: 2:09) 
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21. Linebacker Pushes On For Spot With SEALs 
(AKRON (OH) BEACON JOURNAL 21 FEB 12) ... Marla Ridenour 

When Kent State students head to Mexico and Florida for 
spring break next month, senior linebacker Kyle Reese will be 
sweating through four-hour workouts and trying to go 51/2 
days without sleep. 

The latter might sound like the ultimate goal of every 
collegian partying at the beach, but Reese is driven by a more 
serious pursuit. He dreams of becoming a Navy SEAL. 

Reese, a 23-year-old from Olmsted Falls, Ohio, wants to 
push his body and mind past its limits as he tries to re-create 
the 120 hours of continuous physical labor the SEALs call 
Hell Week. 

Reese vows to do it with a self-imposed ban on caffeine 
and energy supplements. 

"I'm going to fight as hard as I can to not sleep, but I 
might sneak in a half-hour power nap here and there," Reese 
said during a campus interview Wednesday. "It's a little warm-

up/tryout to get ready for the real thing, although it's not even 
going to be close to what the real thing has to offer." 

SEAL candidates go through 21 weeks of basic 
underwater demolition and SEAL (BUD/S) training in 
Coronado, Calif., and Hell Week doesn't come until week four 
of Phase One, which claims an average dropout rate of 70 
percent, according to the Navy News Service. Graduating 
from the first day of boot camp to a SEAL team assignment 
takes at least 11/2 years. 

Reese hasn't even signed his enlistment papers, which he 
expects to do by early March. 

But 12 credit hours from a May graduation, Reese, a 
walk-on football player, is anxious to begin the next chapter of 
his life. 

He's always been an underdog who succeeded, arriving at 
Kent State as a high school center who was projected as a tight 
end and was switched to defense after his freshman year. He 
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played special teams for two years, then earned a starting job 
at linebacker and was voted a co-captain as a fifth-year senior. 

"My father has always been into politics and taught me 
what freedom actually meant," Reese said of Tom Reese, a 
retired UPS employee who now has his own business. "My 
interest in the military started to pick up during high school. 
I've always wanted to be part of preserving freedom for the 
citizens of this country. 

"About three years ago, I decided the SEALs would be 
the right branch for me. They're a tightknit brotherhood, and I 
want everything to be a part of that." 

His mother, Diane, doesn't know where Reese got his 
drive, but she believes nothing will stop him. 

"He jumps in and shoots for the stars, and most of the 
time, he's up on a star," said Diane, a nurse. 

The Reeses will soon have three sons in the Navy. Ryan, 
27, is a reservist on active duty as a funeral director in Akron. 
Joining as an aircraft mechanic two years ago, Ryan handles 
funerals for veterans and those killed in combat. Evan, 20, is 
at boot camp in Great Lakes, Ill., beginning five years of 
service as an electrician. 

"My husband and I are very proud. We're not sure how all 
this came about," Diane said. 

Tom's father served in the Army during World War II and 
two of his brothers were in the Air Force, but Tom was 
granted a medical exemption during the Vietnam era because 
of an ulcerated stomach lining. 

Diane said Evan's interest was sparked by his best friend, 
who lives two doors down and joined the Army. Diane said 
Kyle began focusing on the SEALs after counterterrorism 
came up in classes for his major in justice studies. 

"I eventually want to get into the FBI or CIA and do 
counterterrorism work," Reese said. "If I am fortunate enough 
to make the SEALs, I've heard if you have that on your 
resume, that's like a fast track into those two departments." 

What Reese seeks from the SEALs is the adrenaline rush. 
"The SEALs throw you right in the face of danger. But 

that's something I need. I can't imagine myself sitting behind a 
desk all day," he said. 

"I think that's why I enjoy sports so much, I enjoy 
competing, anything that has to do with physical fitness. There 
really is no better feeling than an adrenaline rush. Playing in 
football games, that's all it was." 

After Reese signs his Navy papers, he can't be shipped out 
for six months. But two weeks to a month after he enlists, he'll 
take the first SEAL fitness test, which includes pull-ups, sit-
ups and push-ups, a 500-yard swim and a 1.5-mile run in boots 
and pants. All the categories have minimums and suggested 
target numbers; all but the pull-ups have a time limit. 

What worries Reese most is the swimming, which must 
be done using the combat side stroke or breaststroke. The 
combat side stroke will take a long time for him to master, and 
he's open to help from anyone. 

"You're laying on your side and you can only use one arm 
to propel yourself forward," Reese said. "The other one has to 
stay straight to guide, and it's like a scissor kick." 

Reese has been training for six weeks with Kent State 
assistant strength and conditioning coach Ryan Gearheart and 
hasn't missed a workout. Reese has modified his diet and 
given up eating at Chipotle, which he frequented four or five 
days a week. He's down to 203 pounds from his playing 

weight of 220 and is shooting for 190. When he hits that, he'll 
begin SEALFIT workouts and increase his caloric-load to 
Michael Phelps' proportions. 

Gearheart has no doubt that Reese will succeed, even with 
his Hell Week plan. 

"Kyle is putting his heart and soul into it," Gearheart said. 
"He's an amazing kid. If he puts his mind to it, he will achieve 
it." 

Reese works out five or six days a week, and Gearheart 
trains with him for two of those. To add a competitive 
element, they've entered a Tough Mudder event April 15 in 
Amherst, Ohio. Designed by British Special Forces, the 12-
mile race includes 25 obstacles and incorporates running, 
swimming, climbing, being shocked by 10,000 volts and 
crossing through barbed wire and creeks. Reese and Gearheart 
have formed a five-man team that includes former Kent State 
linebacker Howard Bowens. 

"We're going in with the mindset we want to win the 
whole thing," Gearheart said. 

Arriving at KSU in August, Gearheart was impressed by 
Reese during camp, when the seniors gave presentations on 
what they had learned at Kent State. Gearheart said Reese 
used PowerPoint to relate football to how SEAL teams work. 

"That's where I knew Kyle was a special guy," Gearheart 
said. "You can tell he's very confident. He'll look you straight 
in the eye." 

Kent State linebackers coach Marcus Freeman learned 
much about Reese during the captains' vote before Reese 
became a starter. 

"A walk-on voted a team captain, that means you've got 
the respect of your teammates," Freeman said. "You don't see 
him hanging out with tons of guys, so it wasn't a popularity 
vote. He was probably one of the best leaders I've been 
around. 

"If I could pick one person on this team who could be a 
Navy SEAL, it would be Kyle Reese. He has the mindset, and 
that's half the battle. I told Kyle, 'Physically, I think you'll be 
able to do it. But mentally you're going to be challenged way 
more than you've ever been challenged.' That's the part you 
don't know, you never know, mentally can you pass the test." 

Reese knows the tests that lie ahead. He's spoken to 
former SEALs and will follow a training program posted on 
the Internet daily by one of them. He's read books and articles. 
He knows all about SEAL Team 6's raid of Osama bin Laden's 
compound in May and the January rescue of two aid workers 
in Somalia. Last week he and Ryan went with their father to a 
screening of the movie Act of Valor, which opens Friday and 
stars eight active SEALs. 

"It's a real intense movie and very sad at the end," Tom 
Reese said. "After the movie, I'm all tensed up and I asked 
Kyle, 'Are you sure this is what you want to do?' He said, 
'More so than ever.' " 

When his friends see the torture he's experiencing in the 
KSU field house and fail to understand, Reese clings to his 
determination to preserve freedom and doggedly pushes 
through. 

"The football guys will look at my workout and say, 'Why 
are you doing this? This is absolutely insane. This is absolute 
punishment,' " Reese said. "I set my goals high. My motto has 
always been, 'Go big or go home.' I want to be a part of the 
most elite fighting unit this world has to offer." 
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22. Submariner Found Dead In Quarters 
(KITSAP (WA) SUN 21 FEB 12) 

BANGOR — A 29-year-old Sailor assigned to USS 
Louisiana's blue crew was found dead Tuesday in his Naval 
Base Kitsap-Bangor quarters, said Submarine Group 9 
spokesman Lt. Ed Early. The Sailor's name is being withheld 
pending notification of next of kin. 

An investigation into the cause of death is ongoing. 
The Louisiana is one of eight Trident ballistic missile 

submarines assigned to Bangor. They each have two crews — 
blue and gold. 
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23. Past Accident Casts Shadow Of Navy Officer's Future 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 22 FEB 12) ... Bill Bartel 

Twenty-four years ago Timothy Dorsey, a novice Navy 
jet pilot, was flying an F-14 Tomcat during a training exercise 
when he shot down an Air Force jet over the Mediterranean 
Sea, injuring the two aviators aboard. 

A military investigation faulted him for a "basic error in 
judgment" and "an illogical act." Dorsey, who was based at 
Oceana Naval Air Station at the time, never flew again. 

But his military career didn't end. 
Earlier this month, Dorsey, now a Norfolk-based captain 

in the Navy Reserve, was nominated by the Obama 
administration to be a rear admiral. His appointment is 
awaiting Senate consideration. 

Dorsey's supporters say he has redeemed himself since the 
incident, building a strong career as an intelligence officer. 

His critics, including the pilot he shot down, say he 
should have been forced out of the service more than two 
decades ago. Some said they are contacting their senators to 
ask that his appointment be stopped. 

"It was an unfortunate incident that occurred when I was a 
rookie naval aviator," Dorsey said Tuesday. "I regret that it 
occurred, but I have worked very hard over the years since 
that time." 

The mishap was never covered up, he said, and has 
remained a part of his personnel record. 

"Those involved in the promotion and selection board 
process in the Navy have complete access to my record, 
including those things that resulted from the accident in 1987," 
he said. 

The pilot Dorsey shot down, Air Force Lt. Col. Michael 
Ross, said his own military career was hampered due to the 
debilitating back injury he suffered in the crash and eventually 
cut short by a medical discharge just months before he 
qualified for a regular pension. 

"It cost me a lot," said Ross, who estimated he has 
undergone more than two dozen back surgeries in the years 
since the crash. 

"I don't go a day without thinking about the guy who did 
this." 

The incident occurred Sept. 22, 1987, during a war games 
exercise when Ross' RF-4C Phantom, flying from a base in 
Italy, was acting as an intruder trying to locate the aircraft 
carrier Saratoga. 

A year later, Knight-Ridder News Service produced a 
detailed account of the incident - based on the Air Force 
investigation report - that described how Ross' plane was 
undergoing a midair refueling by a KC-135 tanker when the 
two aircraft were spotted by the Saratoga's radar operators. 

Two F-14s, including Dorsey's jet, had taken off from the 
ship minutes earlier carrying live Sidewinder missiles - in 
violation of an agreement with the Air Force that the weapons 
would not be used, according to the news service. 

Dorsey, then 25 with 245 hours of flying time in the F-14, 
was chasing Ross' twin-engine jet when he called the Saratoga 
for advice. 

The carrier told him, "Red and free on your contact." He 
later told investigators that shocked him because the phrase 
meant to him it was "clearance to fire" on the Phantom. 

"The combination of factors that I was seeing outside the 
airplane and hearing made me shoot," Dorsey said at the time. 
"It was very fast - I did not have time for a big three-party 
discussion." 

"Seeing the Phantom close in on the carrier, I armed up 
and squeezed the trigger." 

After his first missile malfunctioned, Dorsey fired a 
second Sidewinder, striking the Phantom. 

Ross said Tuesday that he and his backseat man, 1st Lt. 
Randy Sprouse, didn't know what had happened and thought 
they may have collided with another plane. Both ejected, 
parachuted to the sea, and were picked up by a helicopter that 
took them to the Saratoga. 

Sprouse ejected from the aircraft in the correct position, 
Ross said. But the missile spun the jet in such a way that Ross 
was pressed against the canopy rather than the seat as he 
ejected. 

He broke a wrist, dislocated both shoulders and suffered a 
compression fracture of his spine. 

Ross continued in the Air Force, but the injuries 
hampered his career, he said, forcing him to leave for medical 
reasons in 1997, less than six months before completing 20 
years of service. As a result, he said, he receives a medical 
pension that is much less than regular military retirement pay. 

Ross and others who oppose Dorsey's nomination contend 
that his career was saved in part because his father is Vice 
Adm. James Dorsey Jr., who was assistant deputy chief of 
naval operations at the time of the missile attack. 

Timothy Dorsey said the allegation is not true, adding that 
his father, who retired in 1991, was long absent from the Navy 
for most of his career. 

After Dorsey was grounded, he changed focus. 
In September 1991, he left active duty for the Navy 

Reserve, where he became an intelligence officer. Working 
primarily in Norfolk, he went on to serve as commanding 
officer of three units. 
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He was mobilized to active duty in the Middle East during 
the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan as a counterintelligence and 
intelligence officer. In 2003 he led the Navy's Mobile 
Interrogation Team that questioned Iraqi prisoners of war. 

He also earned a law degree in 1995 at the University of 
Richmond and currently is vice president and general counsel 
for USA Discounters in Virginia Beach. 

Rear Adm. Dennis Moynihan, the Navy's top spokesman, 
said military promotion boards are required to take a close 
look at a candidate's entire record. 

When considering promotions, he said, board members 
"should not automatically discount any officer who, with the 
exception of a single incident, would otherwise be considered 
to be the best qualified." 

The instructions for the promotion board considering rear 
admiral candidates order members to review any "adverse 
information," with a caveat. 

"While the Navy is, and will remain, a service of higher 
standards and strictest accountability, we do not embrace blind 

adherence to a zero-defect mentality," the instructions state. 
"All of us have made mistakes in the past; the test is of the 
character and resilience of the individual and his or her ability 
to learn and grow from that experience." 

Eugene Fidell, a military justice instructor at Yale 
University, said a meaningful Senate review of Dorsey's 
nomination is a healthy practice to ensure civilian control of 
the military. But added that the military "has a long history of 
permitting the advancement of people who, through good 
deeds and good work, overcome past disasters." 

Retired Air Force Maj. Gen. Timothy Peppe, who was 
Ross' commanding officer in 1987, said he does not take the 
mishap lightly. But he added, "There's a lot that has transpired 
in almost 25 years. You inherently have to trust the system. 
Dorsey is like a lot of other aviators over the years. He's made 
a pretty significant mistake, but he's not the only guy that 
made a mistake." 
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FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
24. Fight Over Defense Budget Has Familiar Ring 
(THE HILL 21 FEB 12) ... Jeremy Herb 

As Republicans and Democrats drew the battle lines last 
week for a yearlong, two-front war over the 2013 Defense 
budget, their attack plans looked familiar. 

Both parties are using last year’s political battles to try to 
gain an advantage in 2012 in the fight over defense spending. 

At a series of budget hearings last week, Republicans 
repeatedly hammered President Obama’s new military 
strategy and the budget that goes with it — which will trim 
$487 billion over the next decade — as cutting too deeply and 
threatening U.S. military superiority. They accuse Obama of 
seeking out Pentagon cuts last year and shaping a military 
strategy around an arbitrary amount. 

Democrats, meanwhile, have been quick to respond that it 
was last year’s Budget Control Act — which a majority of 
Republicans voted for — that led to the $487 billion in cuts. 
They say Obama and Defense Secretary Leon Panetta crafted 
a responsible budget with the military’s backing that grapples 
with the cuts Congress enacted. 

Looming over the 2013 budget debate is the threat of 
sequestration, which would trigger an additional $500 billion 
in Defense cuts in January of next year. The sequester was 
part of last year’s Budget Control Act that was enacted after 
the supercommittee failed to find $1.5 trillion in deficit 
reduction. 

Last week’s three hearings on the budget with Panetta and 
Joint Chiefs Chairman Gen. Martin Dempsey showed that the 
election-year debate over defense spending is poised to focus 
as much on how the military wound up in the budget-cutting 
crosshairs, as on what to do about it. 

“The debate isn’t really about defense right now — it’s 
about the deficit, taxes and sequestration,” Todd Harrison, an 
analyst at the Center for Strategic and Budgetary Assessments, 
said in an e-mail. 

“Congress still hasn’t figured out how they are going to 
tackle the deficit over the long term,” Harrison said. “That was 
the sticking point in last year’s budget debate and what led to 

the Budget Control Act and the creation of the 
supercommittee. But the supercommittee failed to resolve 
anything, so we are destined to fight the same battles all over 
again.” 

Kicking off last Tuesday’s hearing, Sen. John McCain (R-
Ariz) said the Obama administration’s argument that the 
current cuts are based on a strategic review of military 
priorities “doesn’t add up.” 

“I am seriously concerned about how we arrived at this 
point,” said McCain, ranking member of the Senate Armed 
Services Committee. “On April 13, 2011, the president of the 
United States announced his intention to reduce the 
Department of Defense budget by $400 billion through 2023. 
However, his announcement was unsupported by any type of 
comprehensive strategic review or risk assessment.” 

The following day, House Armed Services Chairman 
Buck McKeon (R-Calif.) repeated the argument that the 
president said he wanted to cut “at least $400 billion from 
defense last April, in advance of any strategic review.” 

“An honest and valid strategy for national defense can't be 
founded on the premise that we must do more with less or 
even less with less,” McKeon said. 

Rep. Randy Forbes (R-Va.) pushed Panetta on whether he 
would have preferred a smaller cut than $487 billion. 

“You know, that would have been nice, but we were 
mandated to come up with $487 billion,” Panetta responded. 

House Armed Services ranking member Adam Smith (D-
Wash.) defended the Pentagon’s budget, saying that the level 
of cuts made “were passed by this Congress.” 

“I know some members of this committee voted for it and 
some members didn't, but it's the law of the land, passed by 
the House and the Senate,” Smith said. 

The threat of sequestration is shaping up to overshadow 
the 2013 budget debate, and its roots in last year’s debt-deal 
continue to drive the conversation. 
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McCain criticized Obama for not addressing sequestration 
in his 2013 budget, and said at Tuesday’s hearing that 
“domestic politics is taking priority over national security, 
with the president saying he would veto an effort by Congress 
to eliminate sequestration that does not include raising taxes.” 

Senate Armed Services Chairman Carl Levin (D-Mich.) 
said at the hearing that the president’s budget actually reversed 
sequestration because it included an additional $3 trillion in 
deficit reduction, prompting a figurative eye-roll from 
Republicans because the president’s budget has almost zero 
chance of being adopted. 

Panetta, Dempsey and the service chiefs all emphasized to 
Congress once again just how devastating sequestration would 
be. 

“I don't believe this budget incurs unacceptable risk. I am 
prepared to say that sequestration would pose unacceptable 
risk,” Dempsey told the Senate panel. “Sequestration leaves 
me three places to go to find the additional money: operations, 
maintenance and training. That's the definition of a hollow 
force.” 

Both Democrats and Republicans have said they want to 
fix sequestration. When it comes to solving the problem, 
however, the two parties fall back to last year’s deadlocked 
debate. 

Democrats say that tax increases need to be part of the 
equation to reach the $1.2 trillion in deficit reduction that 
would turn off the sequester, which Republicans have resisted. 
Republicans want to tackle entitlement spending to reach the 
necessary reductions without raising taxes. 

McCain and McKeon have introduced similar legislation 
to delay sequestration one year by cutting the federal 
workforce. Democrats quickly opposed their bills, and Panetta 
also said Thursday he did not back the plan. 

“Frankly, I don't think you should de-trigger sequester on 
the backs of our civilian workforce,” Panetta said. 

Democrats have also resisted McCain and McKeon’s 
short-term efforts, suggesting the long-term deficit-reduction 
goal that eluded the supercommittee is what’s needed. 

But many in Congress don’t expect sequestration to be 
resolved until after the election, leaving defense cuts as a 
presidential campaign issue. That’s likely to keep the budget 
debate standing still for most of 2012, Harrison said. 

“Until some of these larger issues begin to come into 
focus, I don’t think the debate on the Defense budget will 
progress much,” Harrison said. “Regardless of how this 
November’s election goes, the budget math is still the same.” 

Return to Index 
 

25. Lockheed Again Misses Pentagon's F-35 Fighter Goals 
(REUTERS 21 FEB 12) ... Andrea Shalal-Esa 

WASHINGTON -- Lockheed Martin Corp lost $31.5 
million in award fees for its new F-35 fighter jet in 2011, the 
second consecutive year it did not meet Pentagon development 
goals for the aircraft, which is now facing a third restructuring. 

The Pentagon said the $382 billion program to build the 
radar-evading warplane was still showing "continued 
progress" and Lockheed said the new aircraft had made 
outstanding progress in flight test, training and production in 
2011. 

But the latest news could exacerbate F-35 partner nations' 
concerns over delays and rising costs. Eight international 
partners are already reconsidering their orders. 

Canada has called a meeting of officials from the partner 
nations, which also include Britain, Australia, Norway, 
Denmark, Italy, Turkey and the Netherlands, for March 2 in 
Washington. 

Senior U.S. defense officials met late on Tuesday to 
review a revised cost estimate and acquisition schedule for its 
biggest weapons program, but details and a final decision will 
not be announced for several weeks, said spokeswoman 
Cheryl Irwin. 

The Pentagon's high-level Defense Acquisition Board last 
met on January 17 to review the plane's development, 
production and sustainment costs, concluding that it was 
showing "continued progress," she said. 

Lockheed's F-35 program has come under increased 
pressure in recent weeks given the Pentagon's plan to postpone 
orders of 179 F-35 fighter planes for five years, as part of 
defense budget cuts. The move will save $15.1 billion, but will 
likely drive up the price per plane, according to Lockheed and 
U.S. officials. 

The Pentagon's F-35 program office on Tuesday said that 
Lockheed, the No. 1 U.S. defense contractor, had earned $21 

million in 2011 for meeting two milestones on a $27.4 billion 
contract for development of the new single-engine fighter jet. 

Those involved completion of the first static structural 
testing, which is used to verify the structural integrity of the 
airframe, and completion of the first set of sea trials for the 
Marine Corps variant of the new fighter. 

But the company did not meet 100 percent of the criteria 
on the three other milestones, costing it $31.5 million in 
possible award fees, said program spokesman Joe 
DellaVedova. 

It was the second consecutive year that Lockheed 
forfeited F-35 award fees. In 2010, it earned just $7 million of 
$35 million in possible fees. Former Defense Secretary Robert 
Gates announced two years ago that he would withhold up to 
$614 million in possible fees unless Lockheed's performance 
improved. 

"While we're disappointed that we did not meet our 
customers' expectations on all of the specific elements of the 
award fee milestones, we believe the F-35 program made 
outstanding progress in flight test, training and production in 
2011," said Lockheed spokesman Michael Rein. 

DellaVedova said Lockheed made "significant progress" 
on one of three milestones it did not fully meet -- initial testing 
to determine if the F-35 C variant is suitable for use on U.S. 
aircraft carriers. He said Lockheed did not earn the award fee 
since the plane's tailhook had to be redesigned. 

Lockheed also made progress on another milestone 
involving development of new software for the F-35 fighter, 
but it was not sufficiently mature in lab testing to receive 
clearance for use in flight testing by the award fee deadline of 
December 1, said DellaVedova. A flight readiness review was 
completed in January and the software is now cleared for 
flight tests, he added. 
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Finally, Lockheed made progress on the readiness of 
onboard software and the associated ground support system 
needed for pilot training, but not in time to earn the possible 

award fee for 2011. Initial flight testing of the training 
capability is now expected to be completed in the spring, 
DellaVedova said. 
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26. SPAWAR Satellite To Launch This Week 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 21 FEB 12) ... Gary Robbins 

A powerful communications satellite developed by the 
Space and Naval Warfare Systems Command in San Diego is 
scheduled to be launched from Cape Canaveral, Fla., on 
Wednesday at 5:23 p.m. EST. 

The Mobile User Objective System (MUOS) spacecraft is 
the first of five communication satellites that will be placed in 
geosynchronous orbit around Earth. SPAWAR largely 
developed MUOS as a global cellular service that will be used 
by war fighters on land, at sea and in the air. 

Lockheed Martin produced the satellite under contract to 
SPAWAR, which helps the Navy develop everything from 
communication and control systems to surveillance and 
reconnaissance hardware and software, and space systems. 
The United Launch Alliance will send the satellite into space 
aboard a 191-foot-tall Atlas V rocket. 

NASA marked the 50th anniversary Monday of the first 
U.S. manned orbit. Friendship 7 was launched on a rocket 
made in San Diego. 
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27. Rapid Response: ONR Technologies Are Building The Future Force 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 21 FEB 12) ... Katherine H. Crawford, Office of Naval Research 

ARLINGTON, Va. -- An automated weather observation 
system developed by the Office of Naval Research (ONR) 
through its TechSolutions process is being readied for tests 
and evaluations at the end of February in addition to being 
featured in a new video, officials announced Feb. 21. 

TechSolutions, ONR's rapid-response science and 
technology program, focuses on developing prototype 
technologies to solve problems submitted by warfighters 
within 12-18 months from the original request. 

Seeking a faster and easier way to compile atmospheric 
data reports aboard surface ships, Sailors asked TechSolutions 
for help. In response, a team developed the Automated 
Shipboard Weather Observation System-one of several 
prototype technologies highlighted in the new video. 

"TechSolutions is an innovative business process that 
bridges the gap between the warfighter and the scientist," said 
ONR's Command Master Chief Charles Ziervogel, who 
oversees TechSolutions. "The warfighter is involved 
throughout the process, helping to select the developer, 
providing feedback and participating in the final test and 
evaluation." 

The newly released video shows the process 
TechSolutions uses to solve problems that affect the day-to-
day lives of warfighters. It provides an in-depth look at three 
TechSolutions prototype technologies that have been tested in 
the past year and may soon be helping to meet the Navy and 
Marine Corps' vision for 2025: 

 Sailors will no longer need to compile manual 
weather reports. The Automated Shipboard Weather 
Observation System-a weather data collection system 
for Navy surface ships-uses automated 
meteorological sensors and the Secret Internet 
Protocol Router Network, or SIPRNet, to transmit 
formatted weather reports to data collection centers. 
The system provides uniformly formatted data 24 
hours a day in real time and in multiple formats. 

 Marines will now be able to drive vehicles more 
safely at night. The Driver's Vision Enhancement 
retrofit improves the current thermal imaging system 
for better visibility and safety for Marines operating 
combat vehicles in the dark. The small, relatively 
inexpensive unit is a cost-effective upgrade to the 
existing system that enhances image contrast so the 
driver can see obstacles more clearly. 

 Landing signal officers (LSOs) now have an 
automated device that replaces the pen-and-paper 
data collection system currently in use. Improved 
Performance Assessment and Readiness Training 
System, or IPARTS-an enhanced tracking and 
assessment tool accessible from a laptop or handheld 
device-enables LSOs to record data directly into the 
database in real time. It automatically generates 
frequently used documents and identifies pilot trends. 

Sailors and Marines can submit requests by sending an 
email to the TechSolutions team or filling out a simple online 
form that asks two basic questions: "What is the problem?" 
and "What needs to happen to solve it?" Every query will be 
answered, even if it does not result in a project. 

After selecting a project, the TechSolutions team works 
closely with the submitter(s) and subject-matter experts to 
further define the problem and the required capabilities, 
eventually turning to the Naval Research Enterprise for ideas 
and results. 

ONR provides the science and technology necessary to 
maintain the Navy and Marine Corps' technological 
advantage. Through its affiliates, ONR is a leader in science 
and technology with engagement in 50 states, 30 countries, 
1,035 institutions of higher learning and more than 900 
industry partners. ONR employs approximately 1,065 people, 
comprising uniformed, civilian and contract personnel, with 
additional employees at the Naval Research Lab in 
Washington, D.C. 

View Clip (RT: 7:26 
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28. Navy Airship To Be Mothballed But Could Fly Again 
'Flying lab' used for military research, testing 
(ASBURY PARK (NJ) PRESS 21 FEB 12) ... Kirk Moore 

Just four months after its formal acceptance by the Navy, 
the MZ-3A airship at Joint Base McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst is 
now to be deflated and stored, and the program suspended 
amid the overall search to save money in the Department of 
Defense. 

“It is being deflated. It’s not that we have a lack of 
funding. We have a lack of mission,” said Doug Abbotts, a 
spokesman at the Naval Air Systems Command center at 
Patuxent River, Md. 

News of the decision left program supporters crestfallen. 
“We’ve heard rumors… This is very disappointing to us,” 

said Carl Jablonski, president of the Navy Lakehurst Historical 
Society. The group includes Navy veterans who served during 
the era of Cold War blimp patrols, and they helped train the 
MZ-3A contract crew. 

The airship “has proved its worth,” Jablonski said. “It’s a 
shock to us. It’s been good for our country, it’s good for 
homeland security, good for our area and it brings in jobs.” 

The airship was in North Carolina on Tuesday and 
expected back at Hangar 1 on the base’s Lakehurst side this 
weekend, Jablonski said. 

Called a flying laboratory by Navy officials, the airship is 
used by the Naval Research Laboratory to test intelligence and 
surveillance sensors, at considerably less cost than aboard 
fixed-wing or rotor aircraft, program managers say. The blimp 
also served during the 2010 Deepwater Horizon oil spill crisis 
by helping to monitor the Gulf of Mexico oil spill. 

A modified civilian A-170 airship built by American 
Blimp Corp., the MZ-3A has been in development since 2006 
at a cost of around $3.6 million. But in the escalating federal 
budget crunch, there is not enough work to keep the program 
active. “When the next mission comes up, it will be 
reinflated,” Abbotts said. 

That will likely mean layoffs for the civilian contract 
crew. Airships like the MZ-3A must be tended while inflated, 

so removing the lighter-than-air helium and packing the 
envelope and gondola eliminates those maintenance costs. 

The program needs a new customer to continue, Abbotts 
said. The last project – testing equipment for the Army – ran 
for 120 hours in the air, Abbotts said. 

“We’re hoping to have a customer by March 9,” he said. 
Failing that, workers will deflate the blimp and crate 
components for storage. 

Jablonski said, “We had been hoping for some kind of 
standby status, where they would keep the ship inflated” with 
a minimal standby ground crew to save money. “They have a 
very good ground crew that travels with this airship, and 
they’re not going to wait around.” 

While the Navy is pulling back from its airship program, 
the Army is continuing with its $517 million Long-Endurance 
Multi-Intelligence Vehicle (LEMV) program across the field 
from Hangar 1. The project, led by Northrop Grumman, aims 
to field battlefield surveillance airships more than 300 feet 
long — the biggest military airships since the Navy’s Cold 
War blimps flew from Lakehurst. 

The LEMV craft is capable of staying aloft for three 
weeks at altitudes up to 22,000 feet, feeding information into 
the Army’s battlefield command and control networks. The 
prototype was inflated last September in Hangar 6 on the base 
but has yet to fly. 

During its test phases, the MZ-3A cruised the skies as a 
mysterious, unmarked white blimp, but in a formal acceptance 
ceremony last October it was decked out in a red, white and 
blue color scheme — reminiscent of 1920s military aircraft — 
to mark the centennial year of Navy aviation. It marked a brief 
return of lighter-than-air flight to the service. The Navy’s last 
squadron of active-duty airships used for anti-submarine and 
long-range radar work had been decommissioned at Lakehurst 
almost exactly 50 years before. 

Return to Index 
 
 

BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
29. Isles Hold On To Military Might 
(HONOLULU STAR-ADVERTISER 21 FEB 12) ... William Cole 

As military communities around the nation fret about 
defense cuts, U.S. Sen. Daniel Inouye said Hawaii expects to 
receive about 1,000 more Marines from Okinawa, have the 
same number or more ships based at Pearl Harbor and see a 
slight increase in shipyard work here. 

Inouye confirmed Monday that with continuing problems 
with a 2006 agreement to relocate some Marines on Okinawa 
and move about 8,000 to Guam, the plan has changed. 

About half the total, or 4,000 Marines, will now go to 
Guam, he said. 

“Instead of all (8,000) going to Guam, they’ll go 
elsewhere — Australia, Hawaii and Guam,” Inouye said. 

The Democrat made the comments Monday during a 
meeting with the Star-Advertiser. 

The decision by the Obama administration to make the 
Middle East and Asia-pacific regions its priorities led Marine 

Corps officials to look at a combination of Australia, Guam 
and Hawaii for the 8,000 Marines because those locations are 
“closer to trouble zones.” 

Inouye, chairman of the Senate appropriations committee, 
said housing at Kaneohe Bay can accommodate about 500 
more Marines. 

“But the question now arises, Will those troops be 
rotating-type troops, or will they be stationed here with 
dependents, which would require schools, etc.? We have not 
reached that stage (of decision) yet.” 

U.S. Sen. Daniel Inouye said he will support either Mayor 
Peter Carlisle or former city Managing Director Kirk Caldwell 
in the race for Honolulu mayor, based on their support for the 
city’s $5.27 billion rail transit project. 
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Inouye said he could not back former Gov. Ben Cayetano, 
the third major candidate in the race, because of Cayetano’s 
strong stance against the rail. 

“If asked to say anything, I would be in favor of rail,” 
Inouye said Monday of the role he might play in the race. “To 
be honest, I suppose I would support a candidate who supports 
rail. 

“I’m not the type that goes out of his way to cut his own 
throat.” 

A key federal approval earlier this month cleared the way 
for the first segment of major construction for the city’s 20-
mile rail line, although officials are still awaiting a Full 
Funding Agreement with the Federal Transit Administration 
that would clear the way for $1.55 billion in federal money for 
the project. 

“If Gov. Cayetano wins it would make the rail proposal a 
bit more difficult,” Inouye said. “Right now the federal 
government is in support.” 

Cayetano said he was not surprised, given his 
disagreement with Inouye over the rail project. 

“Apparently, he sees nothing wrong with the city 
awarding multimillion-dollar rail contracts and starting 
construction even though there is no Full Funding Agreement 
or congressional approval for the $1.5 billion federal grant,” 
Cayetano said via email. 

Contractor Kiewit Infrastructure West Co. plans to start 
work next month on the first 6.5 miles of elevated guideway 
for the system. 

“The city is taking these risks mainly because the senator 
says he is ‘confident’ he will get congressional approval for 
the $1.5 billion,” Cayetano said. “Not only is such conduct 

irresponsible, but it is highstakes gambling with the public’s 
money.” 

Inouye, meeting with Star-Advertiser reporters and 
editors, said he was not ready to say who he favored, Carlisle 
or Caldwell, “but I will be supporting one of them.” 

“Both of them are my friends,” he added. 
Caldwell said he would be honored to have the 

endorsement of the senator, for whom he worked in 
Washington. 

“We’re working hard to earn the support of each and 
every voter in the City and County of Honolulu, including that 
of our senior senator,” Caldwell said. “The senator is a good 
friend of mine, and my wife and both of us have worked for 
him in the past.” 

Carlisle said he “can’t imagine any politician in Hawaii 
not treasuring the endorsement of Sen. Inouye,” adding that he 
understands there is a long-standing friendship between him 
and Caldwell. 

“If he endorses Kirk and doesn’t endorse me and I happen 
to be elected, it’s not going to have any impact on our 
relationship in the slightest, and we’ll continue to work for a 
better tomorrow for the city,” Carlisle said. 

A recent poll by the StarAdvertiser and Hawaii News 
Now showed Cayetano in the lead for mayor with 44 percent, 
followed by Carlisle at 35 percent and Caldwell at 16 percent. 

Inouye said he does not give much credence to polls this 
far from the election. But he was surprised that the same poll 
showed voter support for rail had slipped. 

“But I feel certain that once the debate begins and reasons 
are given, it’ll change,” Inouye said. 
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30. STEM Grand Challenge Winners To Build Better Digital Tutors For Students 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 21 FEB 12) ... Office of Naval Research 

ARLINGTON, Va. -- The Office of Naval Research 
(ONR) announced Feb. 21 the selection of four academic and 
industry teams to develop affordable digital tutoring software 
to improve the science, technology, engineering and math 
(STEM) knowledge of middle and high school students. 

Team winners of ONR's STEM Grand Challenge will 
produce intelligent tutoring technology that ultimately will be 
used to enhance the STEM skills of students, Sailors and 
Marines while helping to prepare the future naval science and 
engineering work force to address emerging challenges to the 
nation's defense. 

"I look to these teams of researchers and their unique 
approaches with intelligent tutoring systems to help the Navy, 
Marine Corps and our nation in delivering a steady work force 
of talented scientists and engineers," said Rear Adm. Matthew 
L. Klunder, chief of naval research. 

The Department of the Navy (DoN) is committed to 
doubling its investment in STEM in the next five years. Last 
year, Secretary of the Navy Ray Mabus initiated a STEM 
Roadmap to help guide the department in its commitment to 
help improve the nation's STEM education this decade. 

"Secretary Mabus inspired our early grass root efforts and 
now ONR, government labs and warfare centers as well as 
initiatives coming out of the president's office are taking hold 
and really starting to energize young people to pursue STEM 
education and careers," said Klunder. 

ONR's STEM education Grand Challenge, an $8 million 
three-year initiative, is designed to spur innovation and 
creativity in the advancement of cost-effective digital tutors 
that tailor instruction to the individual needs and learning pace 
of students. The software systems mimic one-on-one 
interactions between teachers and pupils and are expected to 
improve student academic performance by two or more letter 
grades in a short amount of time. 

The selection of the four teams was based on the scientific 
and technical merits of their proposals in addressing ONR's 
STEM Grand Challenge research goals. The winning 
proposals were submitted by: University of Memphis; Arizona 
State University; University of Massachusetts and Raytheon 
BBN Technologies 

In the first phase, each team will receive up to $1.5 
million to develop a digital tutor that will provide instruction 
in STEM-related topics. The range of approaches includes: 
developing techniques for creating realistic and supportive 
student-tutor interactions; creating analytic and modeling 
methods for adapting to students' learning capabilities; 
producing methods for mapping information to an 
instructional curriculum; and crafting techniques for 
maintaining students' active engagement. Each team also will 
conduct assessments of their unique solutions in order to 
evaluate the return on investment for these tutors. 
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At the end of the first phase, the four teams will be judged 
upon how well the tutors improve students' knowledge 
retention, reasoning and problem-solving skills. One or two 
teams will be selected for phase two, which provides another 
year of funding-up to $1 million per team-to produce a system 
that can be used to educate Sailors and Marines. 

"An aggressive development plan across two very 
different student populations will drive significant technical 
innovation in the development of digital tutoring technology. 
This approach will make a significant positive impact on the 
quality of educational technology in the teaching of critical 
STEM skills," said Cmdr. Joseph Cohn, who is co-managing 
the STEM Grand Challenge with Dr. Ray Perez. 

The second phase of the program will transition the best 
digital tutoring systems to naval schoolhouses and laptops. 
This STEM challenge, in addition to other efforts the DoN is 
exploring, will reduce training time and instructor costs while 
increasing the technical skills of recruits, Sailors and Marines 
in the digital age. 

"Because it can take experts as many as 200 hours to 
develop an hour's worth of instructional content in today's 
digital tutors, another key objective is to develop authoring 
tools that make designing instructional curriculum content 
faster and more effective," said Perez. 

ONR has a rich history of supporting basic and applied 
research in computer models of human information 
processing. Early work on intelligent tutoring systems reaches 
as far back as the late 1960s. 

Intelligent tutors, or digital tutors, use artificial 
intelligence systems to evaluate students' skills and knowledge 
in real time. The systems then adjust the subsequent tutoring 
methods and problem sets to address the knowledge gaps of 
each individual student. This tailored approach to education 

has been used successfully for math skills in public high 
schools as part of classroom curricula, enabling teachers to 
focus more time on the specific challenges of individual 
students. 

Currently, the Navy is participating in testing a digital 
tutoring system for the Navy's information systems technology 
(IT) rating and should complete that effort this spring. This 
program is funded by the Defense Advanced Research 
Projects Agency and has shown promise. If final evaluation of 
the digital IT tutor is successful, this digital tutoring 
technology may be developed and adopted across Navy 
schoolhouses for a wide variety of technical curricula. 

President Barack Obama has spoken frequently about 
boosting science and math education in U.S. schools. Last 
week, the president proposed an additional $80 million in 
government funding to train 100,000 specialized teachers who 
will help students master critical STEM skills to thrive in a 
technologically-driven economy. 

Supporting the president's call for enhanced STEM 
initiatives, the DoN is rolling out new research and 
development projects that bolster the administration's vision 
through the use of digital tutor technologies. 

ONR provides the science and technology necessary to 
maintain the Navy and Marine Corps' technological 
advantage. Through its affiliates, ONR is a leader in science 
and technology with engagement in 50 states, 70 countries, 
1,035 institutions of higher learning and 914 industry partners. 
ONR employs approximately 1,400 people, comprising 
uniformed, civilian and contract personnel, with additional 
employees at the Naval Research Lab in Washington, D.C. 

For more information on the STEM Grand Challenge, 
visit http://www.onr.navy.mil/Media-Center/Press-
Releases/2011/STEM-Grand-Challenge-ONR.aspx. 
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31. NAVFAC Southwest Hosts Service-Disabled Veteran-Owned Small Business Outreach 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 21 FEB 12) ... Lee H. Saunders, Naval Facilities Engineering Command Southwest Public Affairs 

CAMP PENDLETON, Calif. -- Naval Facilities 
Engineering Command (NAVFAC) Southwest will host a 
Service-Disabled Veteran-Owned Small Business (SDVOSB) 
Outreach for qualified veteran owned firms at Marine Corps 
Base Camp Pendleton Feb. 28. 

The Department of the Navy SDVOSB Program was 
formed in response to the requirements of the Veterans Benefit 
Act of 2003. This procurement program was created to 
enhance business opportunities for small business concerns 
owned and controlled by service-disabled veterans and 
provide federal contracting assistance. 

"NAVFAC Southwest continues to seek qualified 
SDVOSB firms to participate in our requirements," said Linda 
Ryan, NAVFAC Southwest deputy for Small Business 
Programs. "This outreach provides an excellent forum to find 
those firms." 

The term "service disabled" as defined by the Small 
Business Act public law (P.L.) 106-50 of 1999 means, with 
respect to disability or death, that such disability was incurred 

or aggravated, or that the death resulted from a disability 
incurred or aggravated, in the line of duty in the active 
military, naval, or air service. This definition applies to the 
new sole source and restricted competition program under P.L. 
108-183 and the three percent goal program set by P.L. 106-
50, and includes veterans with zero percent and higher 
Veterans Affairs disability ratings. 

The outreach begins at 8 a.m. at the South Mesa Club, 
202850 San Jacinto Road on Marine Corps Base, Camp 
Pendleton. 

"This is an excellent chance to learn more about available 
business opportunities and to network with large businesses," 
said Ryan. "Attendees will also be able to meet representatives 
from NAVFAC Southwest, other federal agencies, prime 
contractors, as well as state and local government agencies." 

Registration is required for this no-cost event at 
https://portal.navfac.navy.mil/portal/page/portal/navfac/navfac
_ww_pp/navfac_navfacsw_pp/oicc_mci_west/sdvosb_outreac
h/event. 
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NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
32. Lawmakers Pass Resolution Urging The Navy To Name A Sub USS South Dakota 
(RAPID CITY (SD) JOURNAL 21 FEB 12) ... David Montgomery 

The South Dakota Legislature wants to take South Dakota 
underwater. 

More specifically, they want the Navy to take the USS 
South Dakota underwater. 

A resolution urging the Navy to name a Virginia-class 
attack submarine after South Dakota passed the state House 
unanimously Tuesday afternoon. 

The resolution points out that North Dakota, Minnesota, 
Missouri, Wyoming and Nebraska all have submarines named 
after them. 

Naval ships have borne the name South Dakota before, 
most famously a World War II battleship. 

Return to Index 
 

33. Odierno Tries To Stake Army Claim To Wider Pacific Role 
(NATIONAL JOURNAL 21 FEB 12) ... Otto Kreisher 

Despite looming deep budget and troop reductions, the 
Army chief of staff said on Tuesday that the nation’s biggest 
land force will increase its presence in the Asia-Pacific region, 
an area normally associated with air and naval forces. 

But with the new national-security guidelines shifting the 
strategic focus from Europe and the Middle East, where land 
forces are king, to the vast oceanic domain of the Pacific, it 
should surprise no one that Army Gen. Raymond Odierno 
would try to stake a claim for his service in that region. 

The Army’s campaign to be included in future plans for 
the military buildup in Asia-Pacific is, after all, a matter of 
self-preservation in an era of constrained defense budgets. 

It is similar to the Army’s discovery of “expeditionary” 
capabilities – the Marine Corps’ chosen specialty – when the 
collapse of the Soviet Union made its powerful but ponderous 
Euro-centric ground forces a bit irrelevant. Speaking at an 
Association of the U.S. Army breakfast, Odierno related his 
recent trip to the Pacific, in which he said he reached out to 
the U.S. Pacific commander, Adm. Robert Willard, and the 
other regional combatant commanders to remind them of the 
capabilities the Army can provide. 

He also cited his meetings with military leaders in Japan 
and South Korea, who he said were “excited” about increased 
opportunities to work with the Army and pledged to join him 
in building strong trilateral ties with the U.S. to strengthen 
security in the region. 

To argue his case for an increased Army presence in the 
Pacific, Odierno said that seven of the world’s 10 largest 
armies are in Asia, army officers lead most of the joint 
military forces there, and that therefore the armies are the most 
influential forces. 

But that seems to overlook the warning issued by former 
Defense Secretary Robert Gates shortly before leaving office 
last year when, quoting Gen. Douglas MacArthur, he said that 
anyone who suggested the U.S. get involved in a land war in 
Asia should have his head examined. 

Odierno, surprisingly, never mentioned the main security 
threat in the region -- China, which has been aggressively 
reducing the size of its army while increasing and modernizing 
its air and naval forces. 

Even the U.S. military commitment to the defense of 
South Korea against the North’s powerful army centers on 
fast-reacting air and naval power. Odierno also did not 
mention the emerging AirSea Battle Concept, which is to 
guide development of U.S. responses to China’s anti-access, 
area-denial strategy, known as A2AD, which again focuses on 
air and naval forces backed up by long-range missiles. 

Although the Air Force and the Navy started the AirSea 
discussions, the Marines forced their way into the process, 
insisting that their amphibious capabilities could play a useful 
role in countering China’s A2AD threat. And, more recently, 
the Army has tried to get included, offering its airborne and 
air-assault units as an adjunct to that effort. 

But the Marine and Army offers run up against the 
problem that A2AD is designed to make it too dangerous to 
get forces in close enough to launch those kinds of assaults. 

Without providing any details of the pending fiscal 2013 
budget, Odierno said Army modernization priorities would 
include completion of its communications and intelligence 
network, replacement of the Bradley Fighting Vehicles, and 
purchase of new Joint Light Tactical Vehicles instead of trying 
to find ways to make its aged Humvees meet the changing 
tactical environment. 
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34. Dempsey To Troops: 'We've Heard Your Concerns' On TRICARE Fees 
(GOVERNMENT EXECUTIVE 21 FEB 12) ... Amanda Palleschi 

Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Martin Dempsey 
told service members Tuesday that the Defense Department is 
continuing to review the military’s health care structure after 
proposing changes in its fiscal 2013 budget that would 
increase TRICARE fees. 

“I want those of you who serve and who have served to 
know that we’ve heard your concerns, in particular your 
concern about the tiered enrollment fee structure for 
TRICARE in retirement,” Dempsey said in a statement 
Tuesday. “You have our commitment that we will continue to 

review our health care system to make it as responsive, as 
affordable and as equitable as possible.” 

The Obama administration’s fiscal 2013 budget proposal 
includes new TRICARE co-pays , increases to TRICARE 
Prime enrollment fees, initiation of standard and extra annual 
enrollment fees, and adjustments to deductibles and 
catastrophic coverage caps. 

It also modifies pharmacy co-pays to encourage the use of 
less expensive mail-order and military treatment facility 
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pharmacies, and includes modest annual fees for Medicare-
covered beneficiaries older than 65, or TRICARE for Life. 

The TRICARE fee increases mean that military retirees in 
upper-income tiers would see their health care contributions 
nearly quadruple during the next five years. 

“In forming this budget, we looked at all cost variables,” 
Dempsey told service members in his statement. “Many of 
you will know that pay and benefits account for more than 
one-third of the budget and that health care costs in particular 

have increased from $19 billion in 2001 to $48 billion today. 
We had to act to slow this growth.” 

These changes would save Defense an estimated $12.9 
billion in discretionary funding and $4.7 billion in mandatory 
savings on Medicare-eligible retiree health care over the next 
five years. 

Defense already has implemented TRICARE Prime fee 
increases for new retiree enrollees beginning in fiscal 2012; 
under the fiscal 2013 proposal, the fees would be phased in 
based on annual retirement pay. 
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35. Expect Increases In Health Care Costs 
(MILITARY UPDATE 20 FEB 12) ... Tom Philpott 

Out-of-pocket health care costs for military retirees and 
users of the Tricare retail pharmacy network would jump next 
October if Congress approves President Barack Obama's fiscal 
2013 budget request. 

Annual active-duty pay raises would be affected but not 
until January 2015 when raise caps would begin and last three 
years. The 2015 raise would be half of a percentage point, to 
be followed by a 1 percent raise in 2016 and a 1.5 percent 
raise in 2017. 

In defending these changes, Army Gen. Martin Dempsey, 
chairman of the Joint Chiefs, called current Tricare fees for 
retirees, nearly frozen since 1996, "an anachronism" the 
military no longer can afford. 

"To build the force needed to defend the country under 
existing budget constraints," added Defense Secretary Leon 
Panetta, "the growth in costs of military pay and benefits must 
be put on a sustainable course. This is an area of the budget 
that has grown by nearly 90 percent since 2001, and 30 
percent above inflation, while [force] strength has only grown 
by 3 percent." 

Rep. Joe Wilson, R-S.C., chairman of the House 
subcommittee on military personnel, vowed to oppose every 
initiative to curb compensation growth or to raise retiree 
health fees. But criticism of these proposals from colleagues 
on the armed services committees was muted. 

Lawmaker after lawmaker did lament the possibility of 
base closings and other various planned cuts even as they 
acknowledged that Panetta and Dempsey had to propose lean 
budgets to implement $487 billion in defense cuts over 10 
years ordered by Congress in last year's Budget Control Act. 

The TRICARE increases target retirees of every age. Here 
are details: 

Tricare Prime – Annual enrollment fees for the managed 
care program would be raised and fees tiered based on retired 
pay. 

Family coverage for Tier 1 retirees, those with retired pay 
below $22,590, would see the enrollment fee of $520 climb by 
$80 a year for the next three years. It would be raised by $70 
more in 2016 and by $43 in 2017 to reach $893, a 71 percent 
hike over five years. Individual coverage would rise from 
$260 to $446.50 in 2017. 

Tier 2 fees, for retirees drawing $22,590 to $45,178, 
would climb by $200 a year for family coverage for a few 
years and then by $265 or more to reach $1,523 by 2017, to 
nearly triple the cost of family coverage. 

Tier 3 would apply to retirees with annuities above 
$45,178. Their enrollment fee would jump by $300 a year the 
first two years, and would reach $2,048 by 2017, nearly four 
times the current fee. Individual coverage in Tiers 2 and 3 also 
would cost half of family coverage. 

Tricare Standard/Extra — A first-ever annual 
enrollment fee would be set for the military's fee-for-service 
insurance plan option and its preferred provider network 
option. It would be $140 for family coverage in 2013, 
climbing to $250 by 2017. The fee for individual coverage 
would be half that for families. The annual deductible of $300 
(family) and $150 (individual) also would increase steadily to 
reach $580 (family) and $290 (individual) by 2017. 

These TRICARE changes for retirees under 65 and their 
families are projected to save $12.1 billion over the next 10 
years. 

Tricare For Life — A first-ever enrollment fee would be 
imposed on this prized insurance supplement to Medicare. 
Like the Prime enrollment fee, the TFL fee would be tiered 
based on retired pay. 

Tier 1 would see an annual fee of $35 next year, rising to 
$150 by 2016 when the fee would be indexed to medical 
inflation. The fee for Tier 2 retirees would be $75 next year 
and climb to $300 by 2016. Tier 3 retirees pay $115 next year 
and $450 by 2016. 

This proposal would save nearly $11 billion over 10 
years. 

Pharmacy Co-Payments — To encourage beneficiaries 
to use the cheapest points of pharmacy service – bases and 
mail order – and to choose generic drugs over brand names, 
co-payments for brand name drugs would rise sharply starting 
next year. 

Co-pays for 30 days of brand name drugs in the retail 
network would climb next October from $12 to $26, and 
increase by $2 a year thereafter until reaching $34 in fiscal 
2017. Co-pays for brand name at mail order, now $9 for a 90-
day supply, would climb to $26 in the fall and rise steadily to 
$34 by 2017. 

"We spend 80 percent of our pharmacy dollars on only 29 
percent of total prescriptions — brand name drugs," said Rear 
Adm. Thomas J. McGinnis, chief of pharmaceutical 
operations. "If we can move more beneficiaries toward generic 
and home delivery, which alone is a 27 percent savings over 
retail, that's where the big savings comes in." 
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36. Bill Would Give Veteran-Owned Companies A Boost 
(NAVY TIMES 21 FEB 12) ... Rick Maze 

An Ohio congressman has introduced legislation that 
would move veteran-owned businesses closer to the front of 
the line when seeking contracts from the Veterans Affairs 
Department. 

Rep. Bill Johnson, R-Ohio, chairman of the House 
Veterans’ Affairs Committee’s oversight and investigations 
panel, is pushing a bill that would make veteran-owned small 
businesses more competitive for contracts to supply goods and 
services on the federal supply schedule for purchase by VA. It 
would not apply to other federal agencies. 

If enacted, HR 4048 would open a wide range of contracts 
to veteran-owned and disabled veteran-owned businesses that 
are now exempt from veterans’ preference rules. General 
Schedule vendors provide a variety of goods and services, 
from food, cleaning equipment and supplies to furniture, 
medical and dental equipment and supplies, shipping and 
packing supplies, security systems and a variety of 
professional services. 

The bill was referred to the House Veterans’ Affairs 
Committee for consideration, joining a pile of other 
employment-related legislation that the committee could 
package together into an election-year initiative aimed at 
reducing the unemployment rate among veterans. 

Johnson’s bill would help veterans, but would still not 
make them No. 1 on the list of preferred contractors. Under 
the government’s complicated contracting procedures, if VA 
needs something, the top priority is to search its current 

inventory, then search the inventory of other federal agencies, 
before buying anything. 

If VA does buy goods, priority goes to Federal Prison 
Industries, then to the blind, then to wholesale suppliers as the 
third, fourth and fifth choices. Purchasing from the federal 
supply schedule ranks sixth and seventh in priority, first for a 
mandatory schedule and then for a supplemental purchasing 
schedule. 

Under current procedures, veteran-owned businesses rank 
eighth in priority for contracts. They would rise to sixth under 
Johnson’s bill. 

Veterans’ preference in contracts was the subject of a 
November hearing of Johnson’s subcommittee, with the 
veterans who owned small businesses complaining that 
purchasing rules were limiting their opportunities. 

One disabled veteran, Bob Hesser, a retired Navy master 
chief and owner of Vetrepreneur, a Virginia-based company, 
recommended the change in law as a way to improve chances 
for a veteran-owned business to receive a contract. He said the 
current policy seems to be “vets last.” 

Steve Gonzalez, assistant director of the American 
Legion’s national economic commission, shared Hesser’s 
concerns about the contracting practices. Veteran-owned 
businesses “have been relegated to last in VA’s procurement 
hierarchy,” he said. “The irony and greatest insult is that this 
agency, which was created to help veterans, appears to be 
actively and knowingly shutting them out when it’s time to 
award government contracts.” 
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37. Pentagon Delays Endanger Whistle-Blowers, Report Says 
(USA TODAY 21 FEB 12) ... Tom Vanden Brook 

WASHINGTON – The Pentagon takes too long to 
investigate whistle-blower complaints from troops, unfairly 
endangering the careers of those who step forward and 
damaging the military's ability to save money and stop fraud, a 
draft report by the Government Accountability Office says. 

The draft report, obtained by USA TODAY, shows a 
system rife with problems that must be resolved if the 
Pentagon is to make the kind of financial savings it needs. 
Federal law protects military whistle-blowers against reprisals. 

"The report is damning, but there is cause for hope: The 
Pentagon office of inspector general has new leadership in 
charge of reprisal investigations and is revamping their 
program," said Nick Schwellenbach, director of investigations 
for the Project on Government Oversight, a non-partisan 
government watchdog group. 

Among its key findings based on review of cases from 
January 2009 through March 2011: 

 The Pentagon missed its 180-day deadline for 
completing investigations in whistle-blower cases in 
70% of cases studied by the GAO. The delays may 
prompt some troops to withdraw complaints, the 
report said. The Pentagon Inspector General's office 
attributed delays to lack of staff. 

 Only 15% of whistle-blowing troops with 
substantiated claims of retribution received some 
form of relief. 

 Knowledge about remedies for whistle-blowers is 
lacking. The Pentagon Inspector General at one time 
had provided specific recommendations for 
substantiated claims, including, for example, 
reinstatement to a job. Now, the policy is for a 
general recommendation that "appropriate action be 
taken." 

One high-profile incident involved Lt. Col. Michael 
Holmes. He maintained that the military launched an 
investigation of him after he raised concerns about improper 
use of propaganda. The military closed the case without 
interviewing him, Holmes said, but reopened the investigation 
after his case received public attention. 

The GAO recommended that the Pentagon track the 
timeliness of its response to whistle-blowers, improve 
oversight of its investigations and ensure that remedies are 
delivered to those who deserve them. 

Sen. Chuck Grassley, R-Iowa, who has championed the 
cause of government whistle-blowers, asked for the GAO 
report. His office did not respond to a request for comment. 

The Pentagon Inspector General has responded to the 
report from the GAO, which is responsible for its release, said 
Bridget Serchak, a spokeswoman for the inspector general. 
The GAO declined to comment. 



 31

Return to Index 
 
 

OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
38. Caps Tossed For The U.S. Navy 
(COEUR D' ALENE (ID) PRESS 22 FEB 12) ... Jack Evensizer 

As the aircraft carrier CVN 72 (Carrier Vessel Nuclear) 
USS (United States Ship) Abraham Lincoln steamed through 
the Strait of Hormuz last Jan. 22 escorted by the guided 
missile cruiser USS Cape St. George and two destroyers, it 
was joined by the British Royal Navy's frigate HMS Argyll, 
and a French vessel to augment the carrier group's "regular 
and routine transit mission." According to Fox News, "this 
was being seen as a show of strength directed at Tehran about 
the West's resolve to keep open the route into the Persian 
Gulf..." 

What is so unusual about these three navies in a carrier 
group, you ask? To start with, the French Navy, officially the 
Marine Nationale ("National Navy"), the British Royal Navy 
and our U.S. Navy are the only three blue-water navies 
worldwide. And if you were awake during U.S. History class 
you will recall that France helped defeat the British in 
America's Revolutionary War. Yep, it all started with the 
Stamp Act of 1765... taxation without representation, the 
Boston Tea Party in 1773 and finally Declaration of 
Independence in 1776. 

Talk about occupy Wall Street. The French naval victory 
in the Chesapeake Bay in September 1781 led to a siege by 
French and Continental armies that forced the surrender of 
Britain's Lord Charles Cornwallis's forces at Yorktown, Va., 
in October that year. Spain's expulsion of British armies from 
West Florida secured America's southern flank. The 
sovereignty of the United States was recognized at the "Treaty 
of Paris" in 1783 that ended the war. 

Today, the U.S. Navy is the largest in the world, tracing 
its origins to the Revolutionary War. While an issue of debate 
in the Continental Congress, Commander in Chief George 
Washington commissioned seven ships to interdict British 
supply lines. (You should have stayed awake during class.) 
The debate in Congress ended when Washington reported that 
British ships had been captured, whereas the debate centered 
around whether or not to provoke British ships by establishing 
a Navy having a very limited role. It was not expected to 
contest British control of the seas, but rather to raid commerce 
and attack the transports that supplied British forces in North 
America. 

An additional plan to equip two ships that would operate 
under the authority of Congress was carried out on Oct. 13, 
1775, which later would become the Navy's official birthday. 
(There's going to be a test later.) The Naval Act of 1794 
ordered the construction and manning of six frigates and were 
used to end most of the pirate activity in the Barbary Coast 
(Tripoli, Tunis, Morocco and Algiers) area in the 
Mediterranean Sea. 

Our Navy is diverse in its nature, having surface ships, 
submarines, aircraft, SEAL (Sea, Air, Land) teams and the 
Seabees (CB... Construction Battalion), the construction arm 
of the Navy. Also of note is that the Marine Corps is a 
component of the Department of the Navy. The leadership, 
however, is a separate branch of the United States Armed 
Forces. 

For the thousands currently serving, and sailors who 
served before, the tradition is deep. Captain John Paul "I have 
not yet begun to fight" Jones (1747-1792), Captain James 
"don't give up the ship" Lawrence (1781-1813), Admiral 
David "damn the torpedoes, full speed ahead" Farragut (1801-
1870) and Fleet Admiral Chester William Nimitz (1885-
1966), who signed for the United States when Japan formally 
surrendered on the deck of the battleship USS Missouri in 
Tokyo Bay, on Sept. 2, 1945, are among the legends that make 
our Navy great. 

Local Navy veterans include recently departed John 
Dunlap, Commander of American Legion Post 143, 
Commander Earl Crain and Chaplain Richard Baker of Post 
14, Dr. Jack Dawson, Vietnam river boat skipper and retired 
Director of University of Idaho's Coeur d'Alene campus, 
Korea and Vietnam vet and former State Senator Clyde 
Boatright, and of course the list is not complete without 
mentioning the salty sailor Jim Shepard who saw action in 
beach landings during World War II. The list is endless. 

To all who served, we owe you a debt of gratitude too 
large to pay. We can humbly say thank you for serving and 
protecting us, and for the security that you and our Navy has 
provided for the United States of America. 

Anchors Aweigh! 

Return to Index 
 

39. Gov't Urged To Show Realistic Ways To Relocate Futenma Base 
(MANICHI DAILY NEWS (JAPAN) 21 FEB 12) ... Editorial 

Okinawa Gov. Hirokazu Nakaima's rejection of the 
national government's environmental assessment on the 
construction of a substitute facility for U.S. Marine Corps Air 
Station Futenma in the prefecture has made it far more 
difficult to carry out the base relocation plan agreed on 
between Japan and the United States. 

Nakaima has submitted to the Defense Ministry his 
written opinion on the environmental assessment report on the 
plan to move Futenma base in Ginowan to the Henoko district 
of Nago, also in Okinawa Prefecture. In his opinion, the 
governor asserted that environmental protection measures 

outlined in the assessment cannot protect the living 
environment for local residents or the natural environment in 
the area. He then pointed out 175 problems, including its 
impact on dugong designated as an endangered species and 
low-frequency noise from vertical takeoff aircraft. 

What is notable is that its preamble clearly states that it is 
impossible to carry out the agreed upon relocation on the 
grounds that the Nago Municipal Government that is supposed 
to host the substitute facility is opposed to the plan. It then 
urges that Futenma base be moved out of Okinawa Prefecture 
and that its land be returned to its owner saying, "Relocation 
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of the base to another area in Japan is the best way to achieve 
an early resolution of the issue in a reasonable way. 

It is of great significance that the governor's opinion has 
not only pointed out problems involving the substitute 
facility's impact on the environment but also included his 
political decision that the relocation plan is unfeasible. 

The governor will submit his opinion on the planned 
reclamation of the sea as part of the construction of a 
substitute facility for Futenma base to the central government 
by March 27. Its contents will undoubtedly be similar to his 
opinion on the environmental assessment. The government 
will then complete the procedure for the environmental 
evaluation after revising the assessment report and publicizing 
it, laying the groundwork for applying to the Okinawa 
governor for permission to reclaim the sea off the Henoko 
district of Nago. 

However, the possibility that Gov. Nakaima will change 
his mind and grant the central government permission for 
reclamation is extremely slim. In other words, the possibility 
that Futenma base will permanently remain in Ginowan will 
increase as long as the national government sticks to its plan. 

Prime Minister Yoshihiko Noda will visit Okinawa on 
Feb. 26 and 27 for the first time since he took office to meet 
with Gov. Nakaima. Noda is expected to apologize for the 
government's confusion over the plan and a gaffe by the 

former chief of the Okinawa Defense Bureau, and explain the 
policy of separating the relocation of Futenma base from the 
overall realignment of U.S. forces in Japan. He will then ask 
Okinawa for cooperation in the agreed upon base relocation. 
However, of greater need is for the prime minister to show 
specific measures to prevent the base from permanently 
remaining in Ginowan, which Okinawa is most worried about, 
and the procedure for relocating the base. 

Amid growing concern that Futenma base will 
permanently remain in Ginowan after the relocation plan was 
separated from the U.S. forces realignment, Prime Minister 
Noda has repeatedly expressed his firm determination to 
prevent this by all means. However, it is obvious that he 
cannot open the way for achieving this as long as he sticks to 
the plan to shift the base to Henoko, considering the 
governor's opinion on the environmental assessment. 

We would like to emphasize again that Tokyo and 
Washington should reconsider the relocation plan in an effort 
to prevent Futenma base from permanently remaining in its 
current location. 

The national government should pursue the best solution, 
while keeping in mind that the relocation of Futenma is aimed 
at eliminating the danger that the base poses to local residents 
and that the plan to shift the facility to Henoko is extremely 
difficult to achieve. 
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40. Malaysia's Correct Strategic Decision 
With the arms build-up by India and China, and America’s pivot policy, Malaysia is taking precautionary 
steps 
(NEW STRAITS TIMES (MALAYSIA) 20 FEB 12) ... Dr. Azmi Hassan 

Talk about containing China's influence via the United 
States' "pivot" policy has already had a chilling effect, 
especially for the Southeast Asia region. 

The Philippines has been courting the U.S. in its Spratly 
and Paracel Islands territorial dispute with China. 

The expanded cooperation between the two allies not only 
created uneasiness among its neighbours but also warnings 
from Philippines separatist groups because of the fear that this 
would include the return of American military bases. 

The so-called Pacific pivot policy is no doubt a 
continuation of broadening American strategic relations in the 
region to maintain a balance of power as China's influence 
grows. 

Singapore, too, is already warming up to the latest 
American strategy. 

The Changi naval facility, which is basically designed and 
built to accommodate the U.S. Navy fleet operating in the 
Pacific area, will be a primary logistic stop. 

Washington said it was considering plans to deploy 
advanced littoral combat ships (LCS) in Singapore in the 
coming years. 

The presence of American LCS in the Straits of Malacca 
is a sensitive issue for the littoral states of Malaysia and 
Indonesia. 

When Washington proposed to deploy LCS to patrol the 
straits in 2004 under the Regional Maritime Security Initiative 
(RMSI), both Kuala Lumpur and Jakarta rejected the move 
and reiterated that control of the straits was the sovereign 
prerogative of both nations. 

But the most keenly watched impact of U.S. pivoting 
strategy emanated from India. 

New Delhi is on the threshold of a huge military 
procurement and it is estimated that its defense spending in the 
next five years will reach an astounding U.S.$100 billion 
(RM310 billion). 

The Stockholm International Peace Research Institute 
(Sipri) estimated that in 2010, India accounted for nearly nine 
per cent of the world's weapon imports and this made the 
country one of the largest arms importers. 

Some argue that India is playing catch-up and using its 
growing economic wealth to overhaul its military arsenal that 
still consist of near-obsolete Soviet-era hardware. 

This argument is also commonly employed by Beijing to 
justify its military spending in order to protect its economic 
interests. 

But what's more interesting is that India's long-time rival 
Pakistan is not the main focus of its latest military 
procurement, since the navy and air force received the most 
generous budget. 

Procurement of 126 multi-combat jet fighters, a nuclear-
powered submarine and an aircraft carrier point directly to 
China because New Delhi is looking to strengthen its position 
not only along its shared borders but also the Indian Ocean. 

India's need for a multi-combat fighter is, in part, based 
on its geographical size which spans several operational 
theatres with wildly varying topographies. 

The possibility of a full-scale war between the two Asian 
giants is remote. 
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But due to the unsettled historical issues along its 
3,500km common mountain borders and also the memory of 
the humiliating defeat of the Indian army during the brief 1962 
border war, New Delhi is preparing for the inevitable. 

New Delhi is also apprehensive about Beijing's extended 
influence in South Asia and the development of harbor 
facilities in Pakistan, Sri Lanka, Bangladesh and Myanmar is a 
direct inference that China has some big plans for the Indian 
Ocean. 

Both nations are no doubt building and fortifying their 
"blue water" navies to protect key shipping routes that are 
critical to their future energy needs. 

With this development, Malaysia should take corrective 
and precautionary measures since the Indian Ocean is only a 

short distance from the highly contested and congested South 
China Sea and the Straits of Malacca -- not that Malaysia 
should also pursue a military spending spree since India and 
China are in a totally different league. 

But the acquisition of two Scorpene class submarines KD 
Tuanku Abdul Rahman and KD Tun Abdul Razak and the 
addition of six LCS in a few years' time points to a correct 
strategic decision on our part. 

Malaysian Maritime Enforcement Agency in 2005 had 
freed the Royal Malaysian Navy from the coast guard role. 
The latter can now focus on its core business -- its military 
role and possibly, a true "blue water" RMN. 
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41. Why To Forget UNCLOS 
(THE DIPLOMAT 17 FEB 12) ... Dan Blumenthal and Michael Mazza 

The Obama administration seems determined to put 
political science theories to the test by "binding" China into 
the rules-based order over which the United States presides. 
Only this time, China is already a signatory to the rules in 
question. The Obama administration seems to think it is the 
United States that needs the binding. 

The timing of this new push over the U.N. Convention on 
the Law of Sea, signed by President Bill Clinton and then 
defeated by the Senate in 1994, is curious. One need only scan 
the past three years of Chinese activities in the South China, 
East China, and Yellow seas to find evidence that China 
intends to change the maritime status quo in ways detrimental 
to U.S. interests. Despite ratifying UNCLOS, China's 
maritime behavior in East Asia runs contrary to international 
law and custom as they have been commonly understood for 
centuries. 

Where customary international law has protected the 
traditionally expansive understanding of freedom of the seas - 
allowing open access to all but narrow bands of territorial 
waters along national coastlines - China is trying to curtail that 
access, fence off its peripheral waters, and deny to other 
maritime nations the freedom of navigation they have long and 
lawfully enjoyed. What's the argument for signing UNCLOS 
when China itself doesn't adhere to the law? When it turns out 
that the letter of the law is less clear than its proponents think? 
Given these problems, U.S. ratification of UNCLOS won't 
resolve Sino-U.S. disagreements; it will only lead to endless 
legal and diplomatic wrangling. 

Arguments for UNCLOS ratification now are even more 
bizarre given that international law and the balance of power 
favor the United States. To ratify the treaty at this time would 
be to signal approval to other states of faulty interpretations of 
international law while committing the United States to 
endless dispute resolution in international bodies that haven't 
historically favored its interests. Washington would put itself 
in a position where it might have to ignore the treaty's dispute 
resolution clauses to further its interests. Why sign a treaty we 
will have to violate? In doing so, wouldn't Washington cede 
the moral high ground it now holds by simply following 
established custom? 

No, ratification of UNCLOS will not help Washington 
and Beijing resolve their maritime disputes. Rather, resolution 
lies in the United States' continued exercise of its rights in 

international waters, diplomatic negotiations with China and 
American friends and allies, and continued military 
supremacy. 

Through military and diplomatic pressure and "lawfare" 
China is trying to carve out a sphere of control in most of the 
South China Sea and parts of the East and Yellow Seas. 
Consider the following incidents: 

 In 2001, a Chinese J-8 fighter collided with an 
unarmed U.S. EP-3 surveillance aircraft over 
international waters in China's exclusive economic 
zone, forcing an emergency landing on Hainan island 
and putting at risk the lives of American servicemen 
and women. 

 In 2009, China harassed unarmed U.S. naval vessels 
in the Yellow Sea and South China Sea, including the 
USNS Impeccable. 

 Last year, China unilaterally declared a fishing ban in 
parts of the South China Sea that China doesn't own. 

 Also in 2011, a Chinese fishing boat cut the survey 
cables of a PetroVietnam ship in an area more than 
1,000 kilometers (622 miles) from China's Hainan 
island. 

 Beijing has also been asserting its territorial claims 
close to the Philippines' Palawan Province, which lies 
near the Spratlys, a potentially oil- and gas-rich chain 
of islands, disputed by China, the Philippines, 
Taiwan, Vietnam, Malaysia and Brunei. Last March, 
two Chinese vessels tried to drive away a Philippine 
oil exploration ship from Reed Bank, another area 
west of Palawan. Two Philippine air force planes 
were deployed, but the Chinese vessels had 
disappeared by the time they reached the submerged 
bank. 

This inventory of incidents reveals that China is relying 
on military pressure to accomplish its two primary goals in its 
peripheral waters: halting U.S. military activities that centuries 
of custom have deemed lawful and realizing its expansionist 
territorial claims. 

Though China has ratified UNCLOS, it has proceeded to 
undermine it. For example, its statements that the United 
States is acting illegally in conducting surveillance in China's 
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exclusive economic zone (EEZ) are inconsistent with the 
custom that maritime nations enjoy high seas rights in all but a 
coastal state's territorial waters (which extend only 12 nautical 
miles from a country's shores). The EEZ is a creation of 
UNCLOS meant to protect coastal states' rights to economic 
resources in an area up to 200 nautical miles from the coast. 
U.S. military activities in China's EEZ, such as naval exercises 
or surveillance flights, are not prejudicial to China's 
exploitation of resources there. In other words, they are 
lawful. 

The U.S. relies on customary international law as well as 
those UNCLOS provisions that are consistent with customary 
international law to guide its military activities. Specifically, 
Article 58 of UNCLOS, provides that in the EEZ "all states, 
whether coastal or land-locked, enjoy, subject to the relevant 
provisions of this convention, the freedoms...of navigation and 
overflight...and other internationally lawful uses of the sea 
related to these freedoms, such as those associated with the 
operation of ships [and] aircraft." 

China alleges that these activities constitute a use of force 
and that the U.S. is "preparing the battlefield" by conducting 
such activity. The Chinese claim that these actions undermine 
China's security. This is a mischievous interpretation of 
UNCLOS and one that's indicative of a larger challenge: this 
kind of clever lawyering pokes holes in UNCLOS. In so 
doing, China is attempting to rewrite long-established and 
accepted international law. 

Such lawyering was on display in the dispute over the 
USNS Bowditch surveying operations in the Yellow Sea in the 
early 2000s. The unarmed Bowditch was conducting 
hydrographic surveys in the Yellow Sea, including acoustic 
data tests that are useful to detect submarines. The U.S. has 
argued that naval hydrographic and oceanographic surveys 
shouldn't be considered "marine scientific research" (as such 
surveys are not for scientific purposes), an activity that coastal 
states are allowed to regulate in their EEZs under UNCLOS. 

China doesn't agree, and has won some international 
sympathy for its position. Now some in and out of China 
claim that because information collected by a foreign military 
may have economic and scientific value, UNCLOS permits 
coastal states to restrict such military surveys in their EEZs. 

The Chinese justified their claim that the Bowditch was 
conducting what UNCLOS calls "marine scientific research" 
in its EEZ by referring to UNCLOS Article 258. This 
provision states: "the deployment and use of any type of 
scientific research installations or equipment in any area of the 
marine environment shall be subject to the same conditions as 
prescribed in this Convention for the conduct of marine 
scientific research in any such area." The Bowditch deployed 
scientific equipment, the Chinese argue, and thus needed 
Chinese permission before it began its work. 

Traditionally the freedom of the high seas has included 
the use of the seas for military maneuvers or exercises, 
including the use of weapons. This freedom - including the 
freedom to operate in EEZs - was supposed to be incorporated 
into UNCLOS [AJH1]. But the language in the provisions 
pertaining to conduct of military activity in EEZs leaves far 
too much wriggle room for mischief. 

For example, China says that foreign warships must 
obtain its approval before they can do anything but pass 
through its exclusive economic zone. A Chinese Defense 

Ministry spokesman, Senior Col. Geng Yansheng, stated in 
2010: "We will, in accordance with the demands of 
international law, respect the freedom of passage of ships or 
aircraft from relevant countries which are in compliance with 
international law" (emphasis added). Chinese officials are 
trying to limit U.S. naval activity in China's EEZ's to 
"passage" from one destination to another. 

This means that the Chinese are claiming that heretofore 
lawful activities(task-force maneuvering, flight operations, 
military exercises, weapons testing and firing, surveillance and 
reconnaissance operations and other intelligence-gathering 
activities, and military marine data collection or military 
surveys)conducted in EEZs should now be treated as 
prejudicial to Chinese rights, including China's duty to protect 
the marine environment. If these interpretations gain currency, 
UNCLOS will prove prejudicial to the rights of maritime 
nations such as the United States. Law should provide clarity, 
but UNCLOS is unclear as to what military activities are 
allowed in a country's EEZ. China is cynically exploiting the 
law's vagaries to further its political goals and its desire to 
project power. 

Herein lies a major danger in U.S. ratification of 
UNCLOS. In adopting, promoting, and acting on new 
interpretations of international law, China is attempting to 
upset the status quo and establish new norms of maritime 
behavior. By signing up to UNCLOS, the United States might 
unintentionally signal approval of these errant interpretations. 

In 2009, China asserted "indisputable sovereignty over 
the islands of the South China Sea and the adjacent waters" 
and claimed to "enjoy sovereign rights and jurisdiction over 
the relevant waters as well as the seabed and subsoil thereof." 
In support of these claims, Beijing submitted to the U.N. 
Commission on the Law of the Sea a map featuring the now-
famous U-shaped line, which encompasses almost the entirety 
of the South China Sea and skirts the coasts of the Philippines, 
Malaysia, Brunei, and Vietnam. 

UNCLOS makes a distinction between islands and other 
features, such as rocks. An island is defined as "a naturally 
formed area of land, surrounded by water, which is above 
water at high tide." Islands are entitled to a 200 nautical mile 
EEZ. Other features found at sea - including rocks, reefs, 
islets, and sandbanks - were not given this entitlement: "rocks 
which cannot sustain human habitation or economic life of 
their own shall have no exclusive economic zone or 
continental shelf." China appears to be claiming a series of 
"rocks" and "reefs" - calling them islands - so that it can also 
claim the EEZ's around them. Call it creeping territorial 
expansionism. If it works, China will have established the 
legal basis for claiming most of the South China Sea as its 
territory. 

China has compelling reasons to claim control over this 
wide expanse of waters. The South China Sea is thought to be 
resource-rich. The numbers vary, but high-end Chinese 
estimates suggest that the sea contains over 200 billion barrels 
of oil and 2 quadrillion cubic feet of natural gas. The sea is 
home to rich fishing grounds as well. If Beijing were to 
succeed in establishing its claims to features throughout the 
South China Sea, the resulting EEZ would allow China - and 
China alone - to harvest those resources. 

China likewise has security interests in its extensive South 
China Sea claims. As noted above, Beijing has reinterpreted 
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international law to assert that it can deny access to its EEZ by 
foreign military vessels. Successful realization of China's 
claims is the first step toward keeping foreign military assets 
out of those waters. There are three broad reasons why it 
wishes to do so. 

Firstly, sovereignty over the South China Sea would grant 
China significant, additional strategic depth. At present, from 
China's point of view, its coastal cities - key centers of 
economic activity - are vulnerable to attack from the sea. 
Keeping foreign warships and military aircraft distant from 
China's shores would make it easier for the PLA to defend 
China's southern coastline. It would also enable China to more 
easily project power close to its neighbors' shores and thus 
threaten U.S. allies like the Philippines and friends such as 
Singapore and Indonesia. 

Second, China is highly dependent on resource imports 
from the Middle East. In 2010, 47 percent of China's oil 
imports came from the Middle East; 30 percent came from 
Africa[AJH2] . These imports pass through chokepoints that 
China doesn't control, notably the Malacca Strait, but also the 
Lombok and Sunda Straits in Indonesian waters. Chinese 
defense officials have referred to this situation as the "Malacca 
dilemma." 

Chinese sovereignty over the South China Sea would 
allow it to more easily project power into those straits and, on 
the flip side, make it more difficult for the United States to do 
so. This would make it more difficult for the United States to 
conduct operations in these vital waters against China, while 
making it easier for China to operate against the United States 
- and our allies Japan, South Korea, and Taiwan. It would also 
enable the Chinese navy to more easily project power into the 
Indian Ocean, where American and Indian vessels have long 
operated unimpeded. 

Third, Chinese control over the South China Sea would 
make it easier for the PLA Navy to project power into the 
Pacific Ocean. Such control would, in particular, make it more 
difficult for the United States to monitor Chinese submarines 
deploying from their underground base at Hainan Island. A 
Chinese Navy that can more easily sail into the Pacific is one 
that can more easily threaten U.S. assets and U.S. territories in 
the region. 

The United States clearly has an interest in seeing China 
fail to make its South China claims a reality - even if it 
somehow did so without resorting to force. The question is, 
how does the United States succeed? 

Proponents of UNCLOS ratification claim that the United 
States can't counter China's claims without ratifying UNCLOS 
itself. Yet the United States already acts in accordance with 
international law and custom, whereas China, which has 
ratified UNCLOS, uses UNCLOS to flaunt the law. 

By twisting the UNCLOS into pretzels, China is changing 
the rules of the game. The liberal order made rules to 
accommodate the rights and interests of those who decided to 
participate in it. It turns out China doesn't much like those 
rules and is attempting to overturn them - especially those 
rules that protect freedom of navigation and those that make it 
difficult for China to pursue its territorial ambitions in Asia. 
Ratifying UNCLOS isn't an effective way to combat that 
effort. These disputes are about power politics and neither 
China nor the United States will allow them to be settled in 
court - UNCLOS approved or otherwise. 

Rather, the United States must continue doing what it has 
always done. It should continue to operate naval vessels in 
international waters - including in other countries' EEZs - 
where and when it wants to do so. Operations should run the 
gamut of peaceful activities - surveillance activities, exercises, 
and so on. 

And Washington must clearly state its intention to 
continue abiding by centuries-old customary international law 
pertaining to freedom of the seas including provisions of 
UNCLOS that are consistent with those practices. In 
interactions with Chinese counterparts, American diplomats 
should repeatedly and consistently restate the American 
position - there should be no question as to where the United 
States stands. 

As it does so, the U.S. should engage China in diplomacy, 
pointing out - among other matters - that China itself conducts 
military activity in other countries' EEZs. We need rules of the 
road with China to manage competition, not wishful thinking 
about what U.N. bodies can resolve. 

It has always been practice that has determined 
international law of the oceans. China understands this, and is 
working to shift law and custom through its own practices. 
Only by continuing to act on the high seas as it always has can 
the United States hope to maintain a system of international 
rules that serves its own interests. Ratifying UNCLOS could 
very well have the opposite effect. 

Dan Blumenthal director of Asian Studies at the American 
Enterprise Institute. Michael Mazza is a Senior Research 
Associate in Foreign & Defense Policy Studies at AEI. 
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42. Being Strong 
Why Russia needs to rebuild its military. 
(FOREIGN POLICY 21 FEB 12) ... Vladimir Putin 

In a world of upheaval there is always the temptation to 
resolve one's problems at another's expense, through pressure 
and force. 

It is no surprise that some are calling for resources of 
global significance to be freed from the exclusive sovereignty 
of a single nation. This cannot happen to Russia, not even 
hypothetically. 

In other words, we should not tempt anyone by allowing 
ourselves to be weak. We will, under no circumstances, 
surrender our strategic deterrent capability. Indeed, we will 
strengthen it. 

We will not be able to strengthen our international 
position or develop our economy or our democratic 
institutions if we are unable to protect Russia. 

We see ever new regional and local wars breaking out. 
We see new areas of instability and deliberately managed 
chaos. There also are attempts to provoke such conflicts even 
close to Russia's and its allies' borders. The basic principles of 
international law are being degraded and eroded, especially in 
terms of international security. 

Under these circumstances, Russia cannot rely on 
diplomatic and economic methods alone to resolve conflicts. 
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Our country faces the task of sufficiently developing its 
military potential as part of a deterrence strategy. This is an 
indispensable condition for Russia to feel secure and for our 
partners to listen to our country's arguments. 

We have adopted and are implementing unprecedented 
programs to develop our armed forces and modernize Russia's 
defense industry. We will allocate around 23 trillion rubles for 
these purposes over the next decade. This is not a 
militarization of the Russian budget, however. 

Our goal should be to build a fully professional army. 
Servicemen must have a full package of social benefits 
adequate to their enormous social responsibility. 

It's clear there have been plenty of discussions over the 
amount and timing of this large-scale financing. The goal of 
creating modern armed forces and of comprehensively 
strengthening our defensive potential cannot be put off. 

In fact, our defense centers and enterprises have missed 
several modernization cycles in the last 30 years. Yet we have 
made great strides in reforming the army. High-readiness 
forces manned with contract soldiers have been formed in all 
strategic areas. Self-sufficient units have been created. A unit 
of this type carried out the peace enforcement operation in 
Georgia in 2008 and defended the peoples of South Ossetia 
and Abkhazia. 

Our navy has resumed its presence in strategic areas of 
the world's oceans, including the Mediterranean. 

So what does the future have in store for us? The 
probability of a global war between nuclear powers is not 
high, because that would mean the end of civilization. Nobody 
will dare launch a large-scale aggression against us. 

High-precision, long-range conventional weapons will 
become increasingly common. An important, if not decisive, 
role in determining the nature of armed conflict will be played 
by the military capability of a country to counter space or 
information-related threats, especially in cyberspace. 

We must also take resolute steps to strengthen our 
aerospace defenses. We are being pushed into action by the 
U.S. and NATO missile defense policies. A global balance of 
forces can be guaranteed either by building our own missile 

defense shield -- an expensive and to date largely ineffective 
undertaking -- or by developing the ability to overcome any 
missile defense system and protect Russia's retaliation 
potential, which is far more effective. Russia's military and 
technical response to the U.S. global missile defense system 
and its European section will be effective and asymmetrical. 

Similarly, the activities that the world's leading military 
powers have initiated around the Arctic are forcing Russia to 
secure our interests in that region. 

Some people argue that rebuilding our military-industrial 
complex will saddle the economy with a heavy burden, the 
same burden that bankrupted the Soviet Union. I am sure this 
is profoundly delusionary. 

The USSR collapsed due to the suppression of natural 
market forces in the economy and long-running disregard for 
the interests of the people. We cannot repeat the errors of the 
past. 

The huge resources invested in modernizing our military-
industrial complex and re-equipping the army must serve as 
fuel to feed the engines of modernization in our economy, 
creating real growth and a situation where government 
expenditure funds new jobs, supports market demand, and 
facilitates scientific research. 

We will be resolute in eliminating corruption from the 
defense industry and the armed forces, ensuring that 
punishment for those who fall foul of the law is inevitable. 
Corruption in the national security sector is essentially treason. 

We must rely on the very latest developments in the art of 
war. Falling behind means becoming vulnerable. It means 
putting our country and the lives of our soldiers and officers at 
risk. 

The objective is to strengthen, not weaken, our national 
economy and create an army and military industry that will 
secure Russia's sovereignty, the respect of our partners, and 
lasting peace. 

Vladimir Putin is prime minister of Russia and served as 
president from 2000 to 2008. A longer version of this article 
appeared in the Russian newspaper Rossiiskaya Gazeta. 
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43. Explain Fee Hikes 
(NAVY TIMES 27 FEB 12) ... Editorial 

After finally cracking the door on Tricare fee increases, 
the Pentagon wants to blow the door apart. The president’s 
proposed 2013 defense budget calls for five years of increases 
in: 

 Tricare Prime. Enrollment fee hikes of 63 percent to 
275 percent for retirees under 65. 

 Tricare Standard. A new enrollment fee and a 73 
percent increase in annual deductibles. 

 Tricare for Life. New fees for retirees 65 or older. 

 Prescription drug coverage. 

Co-pays would more than triple for all military 
beneficiaries — including active-duty family members — 
when they don’t use military pharmacies. 

The plan would create a three-tiered fee structure based 
on annual military retired pay. 

Those receiving $22,589 or less would pay the lowest 
fees; those from $22,590 to $45,178 would pay more; and 
those at $45,179 or more would pay the most. 

The tiered concept makes sense. But the fee hikes 
themselves seem random — they don’t rise at a steady rate, 
either annually or in comparison with one another, and 
publicly released budget documents offer no explanation. 

For example, Tricare Prime enrollment fees in the top 
income bracket would rise each year through 2016 by $300, 
$300, $415 and $415. The rates for the middle bracket would 
rise by $200, $200, $265 and $265. 

Co-pays for brand-name drugs would more than double 
next year to $26, but then would rise by $2 a year for four 
years. 

Military leaders have made clear that rising health care 
costs must be brought under control. 

But before anyone buys into this plan, the Pentagon must 
explain fully and clearly how it arrived at these numbers and 
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how these changes will affect the long-term cost, availability 
and use of military health care. 

Without those details, this plan should be dead on arrival. 
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HASC chair: Don’t mothball the cruisers, upgrade them 
(DOD BUZZ 14 MAR 12) By Philip Ewing  

House Armed Services Committee Chairman Rep. Buck McKeon said Wednesday he wants the 
Navy to keep the seven cruisers it has proposed decommissioning because the fleet needs the 
ships to reach their full lives. 

He told an audience at the Ronald Reagan Presidential Library out in California that he would try 
to help save the ships that Secretary Panetta and other top leaders — though not Navy leaders — 
have basically characterized as worn out. 

“We will try to hold back cuts to the Navy’s cruiser force,” he said, “finding the money for our 
cruisers to undergo proper upgrades, instead of mothballing ships needed to sustain the shift to 
Asia, before those ships reach the end of their lifespan.” 

The surface Navy loves the cruiser and destroyer modernization it has begun with the early ships 
in the two classes, which gives crews nicer accommodations and brings the ships’ weapons, 
sensors and electronics up to the latest standards. But the yard work costs money and it sidelines 
warships for months that, as we keep hearing, are in high demand from combatant commanders. 

McKeon did not detail what the Navy should give up to keep its cruisers, or go into many 
specifics on much else in his Reagan Library speech. The remarks weren’t really for the usual 
Washington eggheads — by donning the mantle of Reagan, McKeon seemed to be aiming his 
call for support at a wider audience of conservatives outside the defense family. 

“To put it plainly, we need your help,” he said. “We need your help restoring the concept of the 
Reagan military. Just the name invokes the concept of strength and certitude. I need you to be 
advocates for the principles that President Reagan advocated. I need you to stand with our 
troops. I need you to reject government intrusion in our lives, and refocus this great Republic 
back to Constitutional obligations like providing for the common defense. These cuts can be 
stopped, averted, held off. But it requires you to be involved. To be vocal. To be strong. How can 
we call ourselves Reagan Republicans if we sit quietly by during the most systematic and 
catastrophic cuts to an institution that Reagan helped build?” 

The Reagan Challenge! It’s the ultimate gauntlet for conservatives — the final trump card. The 
question is, will it work? Can defense advocates drum up a popular groundswell to pressure 
Congress to deal with sequestration and the other thorny questions in the defense world, or is this 
subject just too wonky? 

**************************************************** 

India, China, Japan agree to coordinate on anti-piracy front 
 
(THE ECONOMIC TIMES 14 MAR 12)  
 



NEW DELHI: Strengthening their anti-piracy efforts in the Gulf of Aden, India, China and Japan 
have agreed for better coordination among their navies for deployment and escorting merchant 
vessels.  
 
Informing the Rajya Sabha, Defence Minister A K Antony said, "India, China and Japan have 
recently agreed for better coordination amongst their Naval ships deployed for anti-piracy 
operations in the Gulf of Aden."  
 
He said that as per the convoy coordination plans implemented with effect from Jan 1, 2012, one 
of the navies is designated as "Reference Navy" for a period of three months, which first 
proposes its escort schedule for a similar time period.  
 
"The other navies then de-conflict their escort schedules with the dates of Reference Navy and 
the latter is rotated every three months in alphabetical orders," Antony said.  
 
Replying to a question on the Iranian cargo ship MV ASSA which was spotted near 
Lakshadweep island, he said the issue has been taken up with the Iranian embassy and Indian 
Navy is keeping a constant surveillance in the area.  
 
"An Indian Navy patrol aircraft on routine coastal surveillance in October 2011 had spotted an 
Iranian Merchant Ship MV ASSA anchored 140 NM South West off Karwar in Arabian Sea," he 
said.  
 
Subsequent monitoring by Indian Navy reported transfer of personnel and stores between MV 
ASSA and other vessels transiting through the area and, "the issue has been taken up with the 
Embassy of Iran and Indian Navy is keeping constant surveillance in the area," the Defence 
Minister added. 
 

 

********************************************************** 

S. Korea to stage major drill in Yellow Sea 

(BANGKOK POST 14 MAR 12) 

South Korea will hold a major military exercise near the disputed Yellow Sea border with North 
Korea later this month when Seoul hosts a global forum, officials said Wednesday. 

The drill involving warships, jet fighters and Marine units will be staged as part of events to 
mark the second anniversary of the sinking of a corvette, the defence ministry said. 

"It may come around March 26, but details have yet to be fixed," a ministry official told AFP on 
condition of anonymity. 



Seoul accused its neighbour of torpedoing the ship on March 26, 2010, with the loss of 46 lives. 
The North denied responsibility for the sinking but shelled a South Korean border island eight 
months later, killing four people. 

The exercise will show "our firm readiness to punish" any provocations by the North, a senior 
ministry official told reporters. 

He said soldiers would hold drills or rallies separately at their barracks on March 26, when 
dozens of national leaders including US President Barack Obama gather for the Nuclear Security 
Summit in the capital. 

The summit will focus on ways to safeguard atomic material worldwide and prevent acts of 
nuclear terrorism. The North has blasted it as an "unsavoury burlesque" intended to justify an 
atomic attack by South Korea and its US ally. 

Pyongyang's new leaders have agreed a nuclear deal with the United States but have taken a 
consistently hostile tone with the South's conservative government and its President, Lee Myung-
Bak. 

The North has several times threatened to launch a "sacred" war against the South over what it 
sees as insults to new leader Kim Jong-Un and his late father Kim Il-Sung. 

A South Korean defence ministry spokesman confirmed media reports that a military unit based 
at Incheon, west of Seoul, had posted photos of the two Kims inside a barracks, with messages 
reading "Let's beat Kim Jong-Il to death! Let's strike Kim Jong-Un to death!" 

The spokesman declined to say whether the photos or messages were still on display, saying such 
matters were the responsibility of individual units. 

The South's Yonhap news agency said Wednesday that about 130 North Korean officials visited 
the tense land frontier last week as Pyongyang intensified its threats. 

The North's Defence Minister Kim Yong-Chun and military chief Ri Yong-Ho toured the border 
truce village of Panmunjom on March 4, Yonhap quoted an unidentified South Korean military 
official as saying. 

The official said mid-level officials have since travelled to the village and vehicles carrying oil, 
food and other supplies were sighted in the area. 

US and South Korean military officials had no comment on the report. 

Kim Jong-Un on March 3 made a surprise inspection visit to the village, which straddles the 
borderline, and placed troops there on alert. He has made a series of trips to frontline military 
units since his father's death on December 17. 

**************************************************************** 



Obama: Window for diplomatic resolution to Iranian nuclear conflict is 
‘shrinking’ 

(ASSOCIATED PRESS 14 MAR 12) 

WASHINGTON — President Barack Obama is warning Iran that the window for dealing with 
its nuclear program through diplomatic channels is “shrinking.” 

Obama says he still prefers to use diplomacy to get Iran to abandon its nuclear program. But he 
says diplomacy requires having somebody on the other side of the table who is taking the matter 
seriously. 

The president says he hopes Iran understands that diplomacy is their “best bet” and the Islamic 
regime needs to seize that opportunity. Iran insists its nuclear program is for peaceful purposes 
and says it is not seeking a bomb. 

Obama is speaking at a White House news conference alongside British Prime Minister David 
Cameron. 



Military Powers Beef Up Arctic Presence  
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 16 APR 12) 

YOKOSUKA, Japan—Global military leaders are preparing for a new kind of Cold War in the 
Arctic, anticipating that rising temperatures there will open up a treasure trove of resources, 
long-dreamed-of sea lanes and potential conflicts. 

By Arctic standards, the region is already buzzing with military activity, and experts believe that 
will increase significantly in the years ahead. 

Last month, Norway wrapped up one of the largest Arctic maneuvers—Exercise Cold 
Response—with 16,300 troops from 14 countries training on the ice for everything from high-
intensity warfare to terror threats. Attesting to the harsh conditions, five Norwegian troops were 
killed when their C-130 Hercules aircraft crashed near the summit of Kebnekaise, Sweden's 
highest mountain. 

The U.S., Canada and Denmark held exercises two months ago, and in an unprecedented move, 
the military chiefs of the eight main Arctic powers—Canada, the U.S., Russia, Iceland, 
Denmark, Sweden, Norway and Finland—gathered at a Canadian military base last week to 
specifically discuss regional security issues. 

None of this means a shooting war is likely at the North Pole any time soon. But as the number 
of workers and ships increases in the High North to exploit oil and gas reserves, so will the need 
for policing, border patrols and military muscle to enforce rival claims. 

The U.S. Geological Survey estimates that 13% of the world's undiscovered oil and 30% of its 
untapped natural gas is in the Arctic. Shipping lanes could be regularly open across the Arctic by 
2030 as rising temperatures continue to melt the sea ice, according to a National Research 
Council analysis commissioned by the U.S. Navy last year. 

What countries should do about climate change remains a heated political debate. But that hasn't 
stopped north-looking militaries from moving ahead with strategies that assume current trends 
will continue. 

Russia, Canada and the U.S. have the biggest stakes in the Arctic. With its military budget 
stretched thin by Iraq, Afghanistan and more pressing issues elsewhere, the U.S. has been 
something of a reluctant northern power, though its nuclear-powered submarine fleet, which can 
navigate for months underwater and below the ice cap, remains second to none. 

Russia—one-third of which lies within the Arctic Circle—has been the most aggressive in 
establishing itself as the emerging region's superpower. 

Rob Huebert, an associate political science professor at the University of Calgary in Canada, said 
Russia has recovered enough from its economic troubles of the 1990s to significantly rebuild its 



Arctic military capabilities, which were a key to the overall Cold War strategy of the Soviet 
Union, and has increased its bomber patrols and submarine activity. 

He said that has in turn led other Arctic countries—Norway, Denmark and Canada—to resume 
regional military exercises that they had abandoned or cut back on after the Soviet collapse. Even 
non-Arctic nations such as France have expressed interest in deploying their militaries to the 
Arctic. 

"We have an entire ocean region that had previously been closed to the world now opening up," 
Mr. Huebert said. "There are numerous factors now coming together that are mutually 
reinforcing themselves, causing a buildup of military capabilities in the region. This is only 
going to increase as time goes on." 

Noting that the Arctic is warming twice as fast as the rest of the globe, the U.S. Navy in 2009 
announced a beefed-up Arctic Roadmap by its own task force on climate change that called for a 
three-stage strategy to increase readiness, build cooperative relations with Arctic nations and 
identify areas of potential conflict. 

"We want to maintain our edge up there," said Cmdr. Ian Johnson, captain of the USS 
Connecticut, which is one of the U.S. Navy's most Arctic-capable nuclear submarines and was 
deployed to the North Pole last year. "Our interest in the Arctic has never really waned. It 
remains very important." 

But the U.S. remains ill-equipped for large-scale Arctic missions, according to a simulation 
conducted by the U.S. Naval War College. A summary released last month found the Navy is 
"inadequately prepared to conduct sustained maritime operations in the Arctic" because it lacks 
ships able to operate in or near Arctic ice, support facilities and adequate communications. 

"The findings indicate the Navy is entering a new realm in the Arctic," said Walter Berbrick, a 
War College professor who participated in the simulation. "Instead of other nations relying on 
the U.S. Navy for capabilities and resources, sustained operations in the Arctic region will 
require the Navy to rely on other nations for capabilities and resources." 

He added that although the U.S. nuclear submarine fleet is an asset, the Navy has severe gaps 
elsewhere—it doesn't have any icebreakers, for example. The only one in operation belongs to 
the Coast Guard. The U.S. is currently considering whether to add more icebreakers. 

Acknowledging the need to keep apace in the Arctic, the U.S. is pouring funds into figuring out 
what climate change will bring, and has been working closely with the scientific community to 
calibrate its response. 

"The Navy seems to be very on board regarding the reality of climate change and the especially 
large changes we are seeing in the Arctic," said Mark C. Serreze, director of the National Snow 
and Ice Data Center at the Cooperative Institute for Research in Environmental Sciences 



University of Colorado. "There is already considerable collaboration between the Navy and 
civilian scientists and I see this collaboration growing in the future." 

The most immediate challenge may not be war—both military and commercial assets are sparse 
enough to give all countries elbow room for a while—but whether militaries can respond to a 
disaster. 

Heather Conley, director of the Europe program at the London-based Center for Strategic and 
International Studies, said militaries probably will have to rescue their own citizens in the Arctic 
before any confrontations arise there. 

"Catastrophic events, like a cruise ship suddenly sinking or an environmental accident related to 
the region's oil and gas exploration, would have a profound impact in the Arctic," she said. "The 
risk is not militarization; it is the lack of capabilities while economic development and human 
activity dramatically increases that is the real risk." 

Meanwhile, China has the support of Sweden to become a permanent observer at the eight-
member Arctic Council, part of Beijing's plan to seek a more active role in the region, a deputy 
Chinese foreign minister said Monday. 

China has economic and scientist interests in the Arctic and will further its cooperation with 
Arctic countries to promote stability and development in the region, Song Tao told reporters at a 
briefing on Premier Wen Jiabao's coming visits to Iceland, Sweden, Germany and Poland. 

"China applauds Swedish support for China to be an observer to the Arctic Council," Mr. Song 
said. 

Iceland and Sweden are members of the eight-nation Arctic Council. Mr. Song said China wants 
to explore geothermal energy and study the North Pole and northern lights in the Arctic. Analysts 
say China is also interested in new Arctic shipping routes. 

China has one icebreaker, the Snow Dragon, and plans to add a 8,000-ton vessel in 2014, 
according to China analysts Andrew Erickson and Gabe Collins. A recent decision by Denmark 
to prioritize its economic relationship with China is allowing Beijing to expand its presence in 
the Arctic, Messrs. Erickson and Collins wrote in a January article for the China Real Time 
Report. 

Mr. Wen expects to sign an agreement on energy conservation and environmental protection 
with Sweden and will seek further economic ties with Iceland, Mr. Song said. Mr. Wen's visit is 
the first by a Chinese premier to Iceland in 40 years.  

******************************** 

 



Greenert: Fleet operations pace unsustainable 
(THE MARINE TIMES 16 APR 12) By Sam Fellman 

The fleet’s pace of operations is surging and unsustainable as high demand for ships and 
submarines continues, the Navy’s top officer reiterated at a panel Monday alongside two fellow 
service chiefs. 

Current demands require two aircraft carriers most of the year in 5th Fleet, among many pressing 
needs. 

“We can’t run at that rate,” Chief of Naval Operations Adm. Jon Greenert said in answer to a 
question about this pace, explaining that the service doesn’t believe it can sustain this through the 
next five years. 

The current amount of support between deployments is generally about right, Greenert said, 
calling some recent extended deployments — such as the 10½-month-long deployment the 
Bataan Amphibious Ready Group returned from in February — exceptions to the standard. 

“Today, I’d say we’re getting adequate training and maintenance,” said Greenert, speaking to a 
mixed audience of military and industry at the annual Navy League Symposium in National 
Harbor, Md. “And when I say adequate, that’s the majority. But you’re going to have your 
Bataans every now and again, where you get somebody who is extended because you have a 
Libya, you have something happen in Somalia, etc.” 

In the next four years, the Marine Corps is also planning to reset its pace of operations, which the 
service’s top general called “fairly frisky” over the last decade of war, estimating that a Marine 
now typically gets 10 months home for every seven months deployed, a 1 to 1.7 dwell ratio. 

“As we re-orient to the Pacific, there will be opportunities for the deployment to dwell to kind of 
get back in balance,” said Marine Corps Commandant Gen. Jim Amos, who said this ideally 
would be around 1:3. “But the truth of the matter is if we ever did go back to 1 to 3, I’ll probably 
have Marines crying and kicking and screaming, wanting to deploy.” 

“So there’s a balance,” Amos added. 

The Coast Guard is also stretched, with about 15 of 40 major cutters deployed on any day, and 
missions are expanding, the service’s chief said at the panel. 

“For instance, we’re picking up extra mission space with the Arctic opening up. We’re sending 
one of the national security cutters up there,” said Coast Guard Commandant Adm. Robert Papp. 
“That’s going to have to come at the expense of some other mission, probably the most likely — 
we’re going to have to draw down on the drug interdiction mission.” 



“There are going to be more drugs that get through or there are going to be more fisheries that 
are left unprotected or something else out there,” Papp said, adding: “We just have to be able to 
say, ‘You can’t do it all.’” 

******************************** 

Navy, Marine, CG Chiefs Give Bleak Outlook 
(MILITARY.COM 16 APR 12) By Phil Ewing 

The chiefs of the naval services gave a bleak outlook Monday about continued global strife and 
their ability to respond with smaller, older forces, but said they had no choice but to do their best. 

“The maritime forces are the first responders and that’s the bottom line,” said Chief of Naval 
Operations Adm. Jonathan Greenert. “When underway, we’re prepared to do whatever it will 
take to make things happen and make the outcome correct.” 

That’s in spite of shrinking, aging Navy and Coast Guard fleets, a Marine Corps set to lose 
20,000 troops over the next six years, and a world “that doesn’t seem to be getting any nicer or 
more peaceful,” quipped Marine Commandant Gen. James Amos. 

Amos predicted the coming two decades would bring resource wars, population growth and 
threats from terror groups with access to advanced weapons. The potential threat from an 
expanding Chinese military went unmentioned, but both he and Greenert reaffirmed the 
importance of the Obama administration’s strategic “pivot” to the Western Pacific. 

Even more pessimistic was the outlook of Coast Guard Commandant Adm. Robert Papp, who 
said his service now must leave important missions untended for a lack of ships. Increased oil 
exploration in the Arctic this summer means the Coast Guard must send a new national security 
cutter to patrol off Alaska’s north slope, but that means it won’t be available to intercept 
smugglers transporting drugs in the Eastern Pacific, Papp said. 

More basically, the Coast Guard and the other services “are behind the power curve” in getting 
ready to operate in a warmer, more crowded Arctic, Papp warned. But it must catch up with 
developments that are happening whether the government is ready or not: Oil giant Shell plans to 
send 33 ships and about 600 people to drill for oil this summer in the Chukchi and Beaufort Seas, 
Papp said. 

He and his colleagues spoke in the opening session of the Navy League’s annual Sea Air Space 
trade show outside Washington. Their grim outlook reflected the larger defense establishment, 
which has had to surrender $487 billion in projected budget growth over the next decade, and 
now fears the automatic imposition of another $500 billion in reductions this January. 

Greenert, Amos and Papp did not even bother to detail the dangers of the automatic growth 
reductions, known as “sequestration,” given how frequently they have warned about them. The 



cuts will take effect unless Congress averts them, but many inside the Beltway believe 
lawmakers won’t even attempt that until December’s “lame duck” session after the November 
elections. 

Until then, the maritime services will continue to do their jobs as best they can, the chiefs vowed. 
Greenert said the Navy would maintain two aircraft carrier strike groups in the Middle East for 
the rest of the year; Amos said the Marines serving in Afghanistan would keep up the war effort 
amid the projected drawdown; and Papp said the Coast Guard would keep up its patrols. 

Over the longer term, however, the outlook is murkier. The Navy has had to dial back its onetime 
goal of building a fleet of at least 313 ships; now it says its new goal is to have 300 within five 
years. Papp said he is even more worried about the future of his fleet, in which 42 major cutters 
are set to be replaced by only 33 – assuming Congress goes along. 

“I like new Coast Guard cutter smell,” Papp said – “problem is, we don’t get a lot of it.” 

He acknowledged that much of the blame also rested with the Coast Guard. Although Papp just 
commissioned the service’s third new national security cutter, he said that according to one 
earlier schedule, “we should be on NSC six right now.” 

The service chiefs did see some bright spots down the road: Greenert is pleased with the Navy’s 
plans to station more ships forward, including four destroyers in Rota Spain and littoral combat 
ships in Singapore. Keeping the vessels and their crews closer to the areas in which they operate 
makes it easier on the Navy, he said. 

Amos said he was encouraged by his most recent visit to Helmand Province, Afghanistan, where 
he said the Marines were doing ever better in suppressing the insurgency and making life safer 
for locals. Amos also said the Marine Corps was looking forward to institutionalizing its 
rotational deployments to Darwin, Australia, as part of Obama’s “pivot” toward the Pacific. 

He added that the individual Marines getting that assignment “are very happy about that, as you 
might imagine.” 

******************************** 

U.S., Philippines start drills amid territorial spat with China 
(REUTERS 16 APR 12) By Manuel Mogato 

American and Filipino troops launched two weeks of annual naval drills on Monday amid a 
territorial stand-off between China and the Philippines as the United States seeks to reinforce its 
influence across the Asia-Pacific. 

The most recent dispute between China and the Philippines entered its second week, with a 
Philippine coast guard ship and two Chinese maritime surveillance vessels faced off near the 



Scarborough shoal, west of a former U.S. navy base at Subic Bay, once the biggest outside the 
United States. 

Chinese fishermen refused Manila's request to hand over their haul, highlighting Manila's 
powerlessness to confront its giant neighbour and its need to keep its main ally, the United 
States, sweet. 

China has territorial disputes with several countries in the South China Sea, which is believed to 
be rich in oil and gas and is crossed by important shipping lanes. 

China has sought to resolve the disputes one-on-one but there is concern among its neighbours 
over what some see as its growing assertiveness in staking its claims over the sea and various 
islands, reefs and shoals. 

Philippine officials hope the war games, in which nearly 7,000 American and Filipino troops will 
simulate assaults for the first time in an area near the South China Sea, will become more 
frequent. 

"We need the U.S. to bring stability and security," said an army major-general who declined to 
be named because he was not authorised to speak to the press. 

Before the Philippines voted to remove U.S. bases in 1992, Chinese fishing boats kept clear of 
waters near the Scarborough shoal, the general said. 

"After the Americans went, China erected structures in Mischief Reef and Chinese fishermen 
became more bold and active in Scarborough," he said. "I don't want to wake up one day seeing 
new Chinese structures there." 

SURVEILLANCE 

After Manila failed to arrest the Chinese fishermen last week, Chinese surveillance ships stood 
their ground near the shoal and Chinese planes were seen circling on Saturday and Sunday. 

"We hope the relevant countries can do more to contribute to regional peace and stability, and do 
more to enhance mutual trust," Foreign Ministry spokesman Liu Weimin told reporters. 

Richard Jacobson, of security consultancy Pacific Strategies and Assessments, said China's only 
accomplishment in the dispute was to reinforce its image as a bully. 

"I guess you can argue that it was an embarrassment for the Philippines," Jacobson said. "It 
really underscores their lack of capacity to enforce their maritime enforcement issues." 

Aileen Baviera, of the Asian Centre at the University of the Philippines, said China's actions 
were being shaped by the active U.S. interest in the region and the close Philippine-U.S. 
maritime security cooperation. 



Twenty years after voting to remove the American bases, the Philippines wants to give U.S. 
troops more access to its ports and airfields to deter China's growing assertiveness. 

The defence and foreign secretaries of the two nations will hold a rare "two-plus-two" strategic 
dialogue in Washington on April 30, working to broaden relations. 

U.S. President Barack Obama has sought to reassure Asian allies that the United States will stay 
a key player in the area, and the Pentagon has said it will "rebalance toward the Asia-Pacific 
region". 

China has repeatedly warned the United States over its arms sales to Taiwan, the self-ruled island 
that Beijing calls an illegitimate breakaway from mainland sovereignty. 

And China's naval reach has extended as tensions over territorial claims have grown. China has 
advertised its long-term ambitions with shows of new hardware, including its first test flight of a 
stealth fighter jet and its launch of a fledgling aircraft carrier -- both trials of technologies that 
remain years from deployment. 

In this year's "Balikatan" (shoulder-to-shoulder) war games, U.S. commandos will supervise 
Filipino counterparts in a mock assault to re-take an oil platform from a terrorist group on 
Palawan. 

The western island faces disputed areas of the South China Sea. 

******************************** 



Navy Strains To Handle Both China And Iran At Once 
(AOL DEFENSE  2 1 MAY 12)  By Sydney J. Freedberg Jr. 

VIRGINIA BEACH, VA: Coping with China and Iran at the same time is stretching the Navy 
thin, and it will soon have to choose which theater to prioritize, warned Peter Daly, the recently 
retired admiral who now heads the prestigious US Naval Institute. 

The Obama administration's new strategic guidance said the US would boost its presence in the 
Pacific as it drew down in the Middle East, but subsequent statements have qualified that as a 
"pivot to Asia." The first problem is the force isn't truly fungible: it's mainly ground troops 
coming out of Afghanistan and Iraq, while the Pacific requires mainly ships and long-range 
airpower. The second problem is that Iran isn't cooperating. 

"The annoying realities of the Iranian situation fly in the face of this wonderfully crafted 
strategy," Daly said. Instead of shifting carrier strike groups and other naval forces from the 
Persian Gulf to the Western Pacific, the Navy is trying to reinforce both at once. That's not an 
effort the fleet can sustain indefinitely. 

"We've been on a 'temporary' bump up to two carriers in Southwest Asia, and now that is likely 
to continue," Daly explained in an interview with AOL Defense on the sidelines of the annual 
Joint Warfighting Conference co-sponsored by the Naval Institute and the industry group 
AFCEA. "If the Navy is asked to do two carriers in the Gulf after the fall, you could see 
deployment lengths at least at nine months, possibly more, and you'll see some tradeoffs of 
carrier coverage in the Pacific coming back to Southwest Asia, when the plan said the flow 
would go the other way." 

Carriers are particularly critical because the Navy has already dropped from 12 to 11 of the 
massive floating airfields, and when the 50-year-old USS Enterprise is retired this fall, said Daly, 
"we're going to go down to 10 deployable carriers between now and the time the Ford comes out 
in 2016." But carriers aren't the only ship in short supply. 

Although the Chinese have an aggressive policy towards maritime neighbors like the Philippines 
and an estimated 100,000 naval mines, soon just six of the Navy's 14 Avenger-class 
minesweepers will soon be in the Pacific and eight in the Gulf, with four of the small ships 
leaving the West Coast for Bahrain. "They just left Long Beach a few days ago," said Daly. 
Although Chief of Naval Operations Adm. Jonathan Greenert announced the move in March, 
"there's a lot that had to be done" to get them ready to go, Daly said, including loading the 
relatively small minesweepers onto more seaworthy "heavy lift" vessels to haul them across the 
ocean. Now they're actually en route, Daly said, "it should take at least five weeks to get them 
over there." 

Since demand is growing and the fleet is not, the short-term expedient is to use each ship more. 
The almost 11-month deployment of the USS Bataan (pictured, in the Strait of Hormuz) was 



extreme, but it's a sign of things to come. "Right now demand exceeds supply, so that is driving 
longer deployments," Daly said, "getting much, much more out of the existing force." Before 
9/11, on a typical day, about a third of Navy ships were out of port and underway and about 28 
percent were actually deployed, operating in foreign seas rather than training in waters close to 
home. "Today those numbers are much, much higher," Daly said, more like 44 percent of ships 
underway and 38 percent deployed. 

In the long term, though, this higher tempo of operations puts more strain on both sailors and 
ships. A warship's complex systems take a lot of work to maintain, much of which can't be done 
underway but rather requires the facilities of a port. With more, longer deployments and shorter 
intervals in between, "when that ship has to be maintained, that's the time," said Daly. There's no 
more margin of error for delays or unexpected problems – including sequestration: 

"All these ship repair contracts and all these ship repair actions...they'll come to a screeching 
halt" if there's a sequester, Daly warned. "The Navy will be forced only to execute emergency 
maintenance actions," and with the pace of deployments up, "there're only certain windows 
where you can do maintenance." 

The long-term salvation of the fleet is supposed to be the Littoral Combat Ship, an innovative 
and affordable class of smaller vessels intended to be the most numerous in the Navy, with a 
planned buy of 55. LCS isn't a battleship by any means, but it's intended as a versatile workhorse 
to hunt submarines, mines, and small boats of the kind employed by the Iranians or Somalia 
pirates. "It's probably an inefficient use of a multi-mission platform like an Arleigh Burke 
[guided-missile destroyer] to assign them to anti-piracy missions off Somalia," said Daly. "LCS 
is much better suited to missions like that." Likewise, the move of more minesweepers to the 
Gulf highlights up the Navy's longstanding shortfalls in mine warfare, which the LCS is intended 
to correct – when its mine-hunting "mission module" completes testing and enters production 
sometime around 2014. "There's a real need for this LCS package capability, but it's just not 
going to be ready," said Daly. "There has to be something now." 

Daly also has misgivings about the way the LCS program has been run, particularly the Navy's 
decision to award two different companies contracts to build two different variants of the vessel, 
each with its own unique demands for training and spare parts. "I think it was a missed 
opportunity not to take more time and neck down to a single type-model series," he said. "But it's 
not irretrievable. Now you have to go back and ensure that you're building a sustainable, 
effective platform and fielding it correctly." With the world unlikely to get much safer any time 
soon, the Littoral Combat Ship is something the Navy needs to get right. 

 

 
 
 



Sea Weed Mystery: 4 Tons of Pot Found Floating Off California 
(ABC NEWS 21 MAY 12) By Randy Kreider  

 

More than four tons of marijuana – reportedly worth more than $3 million -- was found floating 
listlessly off the coast of Southern California with no suspected owners in sight, authorities said.  

A boater spotted the 180 bales of pot, wrapped in plastic, bobbing about 15 miles from the 
coastal town of Dana Point, Calif. just after noon Sunday, officials said. The Orange County 
Sheriff's Department and the U.S. Coast Guard both sent out boats to recover the 8,068 pound 
stash, which was then turned over the U.S. Border Patrol.  

U.S. Border Patrol agent Scott Simon told ABC News that the incident is currently under 
investigation and said it's still a mystery as to how the pot got there.  

Another Border Patrol official, Michael Jimenez, told the Orange County Register large 
shipments of drugs are sometimes dropped overboard when smugglers are trying to flee from 
authorities.  

"At other events, they've dumped the bales to get rid of weight if they're being chased," he said. 
"Generally in these cases we're aware they're being dumped. What's more unusual is that the 
bales were floating with no boat in sight."  

Drug smugglers have been coming up with increasingly audacious and creative ways to try to 
move marijuana, cocaine and other contraband from Mexico and South America into the United 
States in recent years.  

According to the U.S. Coast Guard, narcotic submarines, which can typically carry four to five 
crew members and travel up to 5,000 miles, are regularly used to move contraband. One was 
caught in the Caribbean last August carrying 7.5 tons of cocaine.  

Last December, federal officials discovered a drug tunnel ending in San Diego, Calif., that had a 
secret working elevator, electric lighting, rail cars and hydraulic doors.  

Just a few months before that, 18 metered parking spaces in the Arizona border town of Nogales 
were found to have trap doors into drug tunnels so that traffickers in the U.S. could pull narcotics 
directly into their parked cars.  

 

 
 
 
 



South Korea and Japan Jointly Launch Satellite, Weeks After Failed North 
Korean Blast-Off 
(INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS TIMES 21 MAY 12) By IBTimes Staff Reporter 

More than a month after North Korea's failed rocket launch on April 13, South Korea and Japan 
have successfully launched another series of their own satellites into orbit in a consolidated 
effort. 

A Mitsubishi Heavy Industries Ltd. (Tokyo:7011) H-IIA rocket lifted off from Tanegashima 
Space Center last Friday, about 115 kilometers (71 miles) south of Japan's westernmost main 
island of Kyushu. 

The rocket carried a Korea Aerospace Research Institute (KARI)-developed satellite, the 
Kompsat-3, also known as the 'Arirang-3' (named after a famous Korean folk song). While the 
South Korean satellite has been described by KARI as designed to monitor agriculture, 
environmental, and oceanographic conditions, analysts expect that its true nature may be split 
between civilian and military intelligence-gathering purposes. 

The Kompsat-3 is equipped with an ultra-high-resolution camera capable of seeing objects 
smaller than a meter in diameter, a technology only known to have been deployed onto U.S., 
Israeli, and EU satellites up until now. Experts say that the highly detailed imaging capabilities 
could be used to look into North Korea with greater levels of accuracy. 

KARI developed the satellite using $240 million over five years, along with assistance from 
Astrium, the aerospace subsidiary of the European Aeronautic Defense and Space Company, or 
EADS for short (Euronext: EAD). 

However, the Japanese rocket also carried numerous pieces of Japanese equipment into orbit. 
Those included not only a major Earth observation satellite called 'Shizuku' (or 'tear drop') for 
spotting hydrological conditions and global climate change, but also two micro-satellite 
demonstrators. Further miniaturization in satellite technologies is seen as a major step in the 
future development of space technologies. 

The Japanese H-IIA rocket has been used in the past to deploy a space probe to Venus, a lunar 
orbiter, and various civilian communications and research satellites. Mitsubishi Heavy Industries 
and the Japan Aerospace Exploration Agency (JAXA) have hoped to use the H-IIA to boost the 
country's commercial space launch industry. 

Speaking for Mitsubishi, Kenichi Nakamura noted that "with the success of this commercial 
launch, we hope to build customers' trust and get the next order, entering a business dominated 
by European Ariane and Russian [Proton] rockets." 

The competition against European and Russian alternatives will be a difficult one. 



So far, KARI has been the only foreign client to follow through with a contract to use the 
powerful high-cost rocket. In the past, even domestic orders have lagged, and Japanese 
companies have often looked to France's Arianespace to launch their satellites. That meant 
instead of using facilities at home in Japan, Japanese companies were often choosing to go 
halfway around the world to French Guiana to get their equipment into space. 

South Korea's next Arirang-3A satellite will not be using an H-IIA rocket either. Instead, it will 
blast off from the Dneipr-1 rocket, a converted ICBM provided by ISC Kosmotras, a joint 
project between Russia, Ukraine, and Kazakhstan. 

The irony of South Korea using an old intercontinental ballistic missile (ICBM) to deliver their 
satellites may not be lost on North Korea. Pyongyang's April launch of the Kwangmyongsong-3 
satellite failed after its Unha-3 rocket, based on technologies of the Taepodong-2 ballistic 
missile, exploded shortly after lift-off. 

The message being sent to the North Korean government -- and obstructed from its average 
citizens -- is just how far the hermit kingdom lags behind its neighbors in terms of technological 
progress. 

 

 



(Early Bird) 
 
Indian Warships To Dock At Chinese Port After 6 Years Gap 
(PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 12 JUN 12) By K J M Varma 

Beijing (PTI) -- After a gap of six years, an armada of Indian warships would dock at the 
Chinese port city of Shanghai tomorrow to begin a five-day goodwill tour in a show of 
camaraderie in spite of misgivings about each other's rise. 

The frontline warships include Rana, a Rajput class guided missile destroyer, Shivalik, a stealth 
frigate, Karmuk, a Kora class Corvettes and INS Shakti, a fleet tanker, and comprise about 1400 
sailors would berth at Shanghai's picturesque "Bund" to make a big splash. 

The fleet is led by Vice Admiral Anil Chopra, Chief of the Eastern Command which will interact 
with top officials of the Chinese Peoples' Liberation Army, who would be making calls on the 
warships. 

This was the first visit by Indian naval ships to China after a gap of six years and both countries 
have made hectic efforts to demonstrate the emerging rapprochement despite border dispute and 
misgivings about each other's rise. 

"The ships visit is a high point of defence exchanges this year as it is designated by both the 
countries as an year of friendship and cooperation," Indian Ambassador to China S Jaishnakar, 
who is already in Shanghai, told PTI. 

Their visit is being handled to make maximum public impact, with variety of programmes 
involving public participation, which include visits on board the ships by Chinese school 
children and naval band performances, he said. 

Foreign Minister Yang Jiechi, who hails from Shanghai, has informed External Affairs Minister 
S M Krishna during their June 7 talks here that Chinese side looks to provide a great reception to 
the ships. 

A similar reception was accorded to a Chinese naval ship when it visited Kochi recently. 

************************************************* 
 
Navy's Most Advanced To The Pacific 
The commander of the U.S. Pacific Fleet said Monday the Navy will be sending its 
most advanced vessels and aircraft to the Asia-Pacific region as it builds up its 
presence by assigning most of its fleet there. 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 11 JUN 12) By Audrey McAvoy 
  



PEARL HARBOR, Hawaii — The commander of the U.S. Pacific Fleet said Monday the Navy 
will be sending its most advanced vessels and aircraft to the Asia-Pacific region as it builds up its 
presence by assigning most of its fleet there. 
 
Adm. Cecil Haney said a policy recently outlined by Defense Secretary Leon Panetta to deploy 
60 percent of the Navy's ships fleet to the Pacific by 2020 is about capabilities as well as 
quantity. 
 
"It's not just numbers - it's also what those platforms, what those units, bring to the table," Haney 
told The Associated Press in an interview at his headquarters in Pearl Harbor. 
 
Haney cited as an example the Littoral Combat Ship which can operate in shallower waters than 
other vessels. The U.S. plans to begin deploying one of the ships to Singapore next year. 
 
The EA-18G plane - which can jam enemy air defenses and fly faster than the speed of sound - is 
another. Haney said squadrons of these aircraft would be coming through the region. 
 
There's also the Navy's most advanced submarine - the Virginia-class. Several of these subs are 
based at Pearl Harbor. 
 
"Yes, it's about having numbers in that 60-40 split, but also about having the right capability," he 
said. 
 
The policy offers further detail to the Obama Administration's announcement earlier this year of 
a new defense strategy that places greater emphasis on a U.S. military presence in the region in 
response to Asia's growing economic importance and China's rise as a military power. 
 
The Navy now has about 285 ships about evenly divided among the Atlantic and Pacific oceans. 
The total number of ships will decline in coming years as some vessels are retired and not 
replaced. 
 
It has 11 aircraft carriers. A majority - six - are already assigned to the Pacific. 
 
The policy is an extension of a 2006 Bush Administration-era policy that had the Navy base 60 
percent of its submarines in the Pacific. 
 
The service had for years split its submarines evenly between the Atlantic and Pacific. During 
the Cold War, the Navy kept 60 percent of its subs in the Atlantic as a deterrent to the Soviet 
Union. 
 
************************************************* 
Taiwan Probes 'Stealth' Boat's Missing Computer 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 11 JUN 12) 
  
TAIPEI - Taiwan's military said Monday it is looking into how a top-secret computer from a 
"stealth" warship went missing, amid concerns it might have fallen into Chinese hands. 



 
The laptop, installed on board a "Kuang Hua No. 6" class guided-missile vessel, disappeared late 
last month while the vessel was anchored at the southern port of Tsoying, Taiwan's largest naval 
base, the military said. 
 
After an initial investigation, the navy was still unable to account for how the computer had gone 
missing. 
 
"We admit that the navy exhibited some flaws in the control of personnel at the base," a naval 
spokesman told AFP, adding that military prosecutors have taken over the investigation of the 
case. 
 
The laptop is owned by a private contractor, but had been installed aboard the vessel for a six-
month period during which the ship's crew carried out a test of confidential communications 
equipment and procedures. 
 
"If China obtained the laptop, it would get the navy's highly sensitive communications code as 
well as related missile data," said Erich Shih, an editor at Taipei-based Defence International 
magazine. 
 
Taiwan's navy in 2010 put into service the Kuang Hua No. 6 squadron of 10 missile boats seen 
by top brass as a major improvement on Seagull vessels which have been in service for the past 
20 years. 
 
The boats are all equipped with "stealth technologies," enabling them to reduce the risk of radar 
detection, the navy said. 
 
The missile boats are each armed with four locally developed Hsiungfeng II ship-to-ship 
missiles, which have a range of 150 kilometres (90 miles). 
 
Taiwan and China have been governed separately since the end of a civil war in 1949, but 
Beijing still considers the island part of its territory awaiting reunification. 
 
Tensions have eased markedly since President Ma Ying-jeou came to power in 2008 on a 
platform of beefing up trade and tourism with China, but the mainland has still not disavowed 
the use of force should the island declare independence.  
 
************************************************* 
Iran claims designing nuclear submarine 
(AGENCE FRANCE PRESSE 12 JUN 12) 
 
TEHRAN—  Iran has taken "initial steps" to design its first nuclear-powered submarine, a 
deputy navy commander claimed in an interview with the Fars news agency published on 
Tuesday. 
 



"Initial steps to design and build nuclear submarine propulsion systems have begun," Admiral 
Abbas Zamini, the technical deputy navy chief, told the agency. 
 
"All countries have the right to use peaceful nuclear technology, including for the propulsion 
system of its vessels," he said. 
 
Iran's navy "needs the (nuclear-powered) propulsion system to succeed in realising very long-
distance operations." 
 
He did not provide further details. 
 
Iran regularly boasts about advances in military and scientific fields, but in most cases fails to 
provide proof they were ever carried out. Western military experts regularly cast doubt on its 
claims. 
 
Just a handful of nations -- the United States, Russia, France, Britain and China -- have the 
technology to make their own nuclear-powered submarines. India has a model under 
development. 
 
The navy official's announcement comes as the P5+1 group of world powers are preparing for a 
new round of crunch talks with Iran in Moscow on June 18 and 19 over Tehran's disputed 
nuclear activities. 
 
Iran is pushing forward with an ambitious nuclear programme despite UN Security Council 
resolutions demanding a halt to uranium enrichment. 
 
The nuclear programme is at the heart of a decade-long standoff between a defiant Tehran and 
Western powers that fear the Islamic regime is covertly conducting research for atomic weapons 
capability. 
 
************************************************* 
 
Navy cuts dozens of jobs 
(PORTSMOUTH NEWS 12 JUN 12) By Michael Powell  
 
THE Royal Navy has axed 170 sailors this morning. 
 
One hundred ratings and 70 officers were informed they will leave the service within the next 12 
months. 
 
This includes five Commodores and 10 Captains. 
 
The job cuts conclude the second and final tranche of the navy’s redundancy programme to slim 
the service by 5,000 sailors by 2015. 
 



Of the 170 being made redundant, 122 had volunteered to leave and 48 were made compulsorily 
redundant. 
 
Some of those who were told they are out of a job are currently serving at sea. 
 
It follows the first round of Ministry of Defence redundancies last year, which axed 1,020 posts 
in the navy. 
 
Defence Secretary Philip Hammond said: ‘Of course I regret that it has been necessary to make 
redundancies to deliver our plans for reducing the size of the armed forces. 
 
‘We inherited a multi-billion pound black hole in the defence budget which had meant the 
previous Government had not been able to afford to properly equip our troops with the kit they 
needed.  
 
‘We’ve now brought the defence budget back into balance for the first time in a generation. We 
will have smaller armed forces but we will ensure they will have the protection and equipment 
they need.’ 
 
The Second Sea Lord, Vice Admiral Charles Montgomery, this morning issued a statement to 
everyone serving in the Royal Navy and Royal Marines. 
 
He said: ‘To those of you who have been selected for redundancy, I wish to take this opportunity 
to thank you for all that you have contributed to the Service and to the nation’s security.  
 
‘Do not underestimate what you have achieved while in the Naval Service or the value that 
others will place on your experience gained in the Royal Navy and the Royal Marines.  
 
‘However long you have served, I am indebted to you for the commitment, professionalism and 
dedication to duty you have shown.’ 
 
The number of sailors being made redundant today is lower than anticipated. 
 
Consultation for the second tranche of naval redundancies began in January, when the service 
expressed a desire to cut 300 jobs. 
 
A spokesman said this has been achieved through various measures, such as not replacing people 
who leave after completing their 22 years of service, not extending service contracts and slowing 
down recruitment. 
 
The Army has also announced 2,900 redundancies today and the Royal Air Force has cut 730 
posts - also fewer than expected. 
 
Mr Hammond said: ‘The Royal Navy and RAF redundancy figures are smaller than anticipated 
due to the MoD’s ability to use other measures such as slowing recruitment. No further 
significant reductions are expected for the Royal Navy or RAF.  



 
‘We still have some way to go to bring the size of the Army down to 82,000 and decisions on 
what is necessary to achieve this are yet to be taken, but we won’t compromise the mission in 
Afghanistan.’ 
 
Chief of the Defence Staff, General Sir David Richards said: ‘I would like to take this 
opportunity to offer my sincere thanks to those who will be leaving the services for their 
contribution to our armed forces and to the nation’s security.  
 
‘Some of you may see redundancy as an opportunity. Others will see it as a significant challenge. 
Your chain of command will support you during the redundancy process, and I would encourage 
you to make full use of the comprehensive resettlement package as you make the transition to 
civilian life. 
 
‘I would also encourage those who are eligible to consider applying for transfer to shortage 
categories within any of the three services.’ 
 
************************************************* 
 (Early Bird) 
 
Huntington Ingalls Joins Lockheed Girding For Defense Cuts 
(BLOOMBERG  11 JUN 12) By James Rowley 
 
For Matthew Mulherin, who manages Navy aircraft carrier construction for Huntington Ingalls 
Industries Inc., automatic defense spending cuts set to take effect in January are an "end-of-earth 
scenario." 
 
That's why Huntington Ingalls and such companies as Lockheed Martin Corp. and Boeing Co. 
are fanning out to stave off defense reductions that would amount to $55 billion a year through 
2021. The cuts, through a process called sequestration, will be triggered if lawmakers don’t agree 
by year’s end on ways to reduce government debt by $1.2 trillion over a decade. 
 
For defense contractors such as Huntington Ingalls that depend on government funding, the 
prospect of automatic spending cuts has prompted a “lobbying effort not like anything I’ve seen” 
to give lawmakers a “constant education,” said Matthew Paxton, president and chief executive 
officer of the Shipbuilders Council of America. 
 
The automatic cuts would compound an already difficult market for contractors who face a 
projected 22 percent drop in defense procurement outlays by 2015, said Deutsche Bank AG 
defense analyst Myles Walton. Sequestration would occur on top of the $487 billion in cuts that 
President Barack Obama has proposed over the next 10 years. 
 
To emphasize the ripple effect of defense cuts on U.S. jobs, the builder of a version of the 
Navy’s Littoral Combat Ship in Mobile, Alabama, said it led representatives of 50 suppliers from 
25 states to Capitol Hill last month to meet with more than 100 lawmakers. The company, Austal 



Ltd., reminded lawmakers of the defense and economic value of the shallow-water ships that 
hunt submarines and sweep for mines. 
 
Worker Rally 
 
The trade group for the aerospace industry has organized luncheons with lawmakers and worker 
rallies outside defense plants. Florida Republican Ander Crenshaw, a member of the House 
defense appropriations subcommittee, addressed a May 21 rally of 400 workers the group 
organized outside a Kaman Corp. aerospace plant in Jacksonville. 
 
Employees at Bethesda, Maryland-based Lockheed, the world’s largest defense company, 
increased political donations 9 percent for the 2012 election from their 2010 election giving, 
according to the Federal Election Commission. So far this election season, Lockheed’s political 
action committee has contributed $2.26 million, including to members of defense committees in 
Congress. 
 
General Dynamics Corp., which teams with Huntington Ingalls to build Virginia-class nuclear 
submarines, boosted its political donations almost 10 percent in this election cycle, to $1.2 
million, according to its campaign-finance filings. Led by Boeing’s $4.2 million, defense 
companies spent $33 million on lobbying in the first quarter of 2012. 
 
The defense lobby spent almost $132 million in 2011 as a new Republican House majority 
pushed spending cuts and Democrats demanded that reductions include defense as well as social 
programs. This year the industry is on track to spend about that amount, according to the Center 
for Responsive Politics, a non-partisan Washington group that monitors political spending. 
 
Huntington Ingalls’s team of lobbyists includes former U.S. Senators Trent Lott, a Mississippi 
Republican, and John Breaux, a Louisiana Democrat. The business partners developed expertise 
in Congress looking out for the two Gulf Coast shipyards in their states that Huntington Ingalls 
now owns after it was spun off last year by Northrop Grumman Corp. Neither Lott nor Breaux 
returned telephone calls seeking comment. 
 
Defense contractors are “most fearful” of “indiscriminate arbitrary reductions across the board,” 
that could spur as many as 350,000 job losses if the automatic cuts take effect, said Cord 
Sterling, vice president of the Aerospace Industries Association of America. 
 
In the absence of guidance from President Barack Obama’s administration about how the cuts 
would be carried out, bigger companies “have to assume those go into place” so “they will be 
taking actions late summer or fall” to restructure or downsize, he said. 
 
The prospect of cuts already is having a “chilling effect” on the industry and Lockheed and other 
companies may stop hiring and training, Lockheed chief executive officer Robert Stevens said in 
March on Capitol Hill. Last week he said that laws requiring advance notice of firings may 
prompt grim warnings in September and October. 
 
Notifying Suppliers 



 
“We may have to notify every one of our employees and all of our suppliers and subcontractors 
that they may or may not have a subcontract,” Stevens said May 31 at a conference for investors. 
 
The supply chain of parts and components of complex weapon systems and ships is at risk if 
smaller companies can’t plan, Paxton of the shipbuilders’ council said. 
 
“Smaller companies are not hiring now and come this summer will start laying people off,” 
Paxton said. Some suppliers and “smaller shipyards will be closing their doors” unless Congress 
acts, he said. 
 
Preparing for the cuts is like “planning for the end of the world,” said Mulherin, president of 
Huntington Ingalls’s Newport News, Virginia, shipbuilding division. “I am almost afraid to 
provide a notion” of what may happen under sequestration “because I don’t want it to become 
real,” he said. 
 
Virtually all of Huntington Ingalls’s $6.6 billion 2011 revenue came from the Defense 
Department or the Coast Guard. 
 
Huntington Ingalls’s USS Gerald Ford aircraft carrier, the first in a new class of three such ships, 
has been under construction since 2009 and is set for delivery in 2015. Huntington’s contract to 
construct the Ford probably will exceed its target cost of $5.2 billion by $884 million, the Navy 
reported to Congress on March 29. The ship’s total projected cost, including equipment from 
other companies, is about $12.3 billion. That’s roughly an 18 percent increase over the past four 
years, according to the Congressional Research Service. 
 
The complexity of Navy shipbuilding, which requires Mulherin’s management team to plan and 
choreograph each step of construction, illustrates the difficulty posed by budget cuts. 
 
Any slowdown in carrier production caused by spending cuts would affect subcontractors, said 
Michael Clute, president of the 180-employee Ward Leonard Electric Co. The company builds 
controllers for electric motors on the Ford that power winches, fans, pumps or other electric-
powered devices. 
 
“Once you turn the faucet off, everything unwinds,” he said. “We wouldn’t have the business to 
hold these skilled employees.” 
 
Besides the logistical difficulties that shipbuilding delays would mean for Huntington Ingalls’s 
subcontractors and suppliers, sequestration could cut into the company’s future revenue during a 
time of flat or declining sales. 
 
Huntington reported on May 9 that it had first-quarter sales of $1.57 billion, down 6.9 percent 
from a year earlier. Net income fell 27 percent to $33 million, or 67 cents per share, from $45 
million, or 92 cents. 
 



The company’s revenue, projected to be $6.4 billion in 2014, would be cut 10 percent by 
sequestration to $5.8 billion, Deutsche Bank’s Walton said. The company posted revenue of $6.5 
billion last year. 
 
The spending “direction is definitely down” and “as the defense budget goes down, it accounts 
for the vast majority of revenues in these companies,” he said. 
 
The austerity in defense spending comes a year after Huntington Ingalls’s spinoff from Northrop 
Grumman, which sought to focus its business on aerospace and information systems. 
 
Profit Margins 
 
In 2002, Huntington bought Newport News Shipbuilding for $2.6 billion after winning a 
takeover battle against General Dynamics Corp. Northrop had acquired the Ingalls shipyard in 
Mississippi and the Avondale yard in Louisiana when it bought Litton Industries in 2001 for $5.1 
billion. 
 
The shipbuilding industry’s slim profit margins prompted Northrop to decide to spin off the 
company, now the largest builder of U.S. Navy surface ships, Walton said. 
 
Historically, “the return on assets isn’t good” in shipbuilding and “that was a focus for Northrop 
to improve” Walton said. Over the past decade “the shipbuilding business at Northrop has had 
two fits of euphoria and collapse.” 
 
Still, Huntington Ingalls shares are up 16 percent this year, compared with a gain of 1 percent in 
the S&P 500 Aerospace and Defense Index. 
 
Investors view the shipbuilder as less susceptible to “spending volatility” than defense 
companies with shorter-term contracts, Walton said. 
 
Huntington Ingalls executives say multi-year contracts insulate the company for as long as five 
years. 
 
“Whether you are in a sequestered environment or not, the nation needs the Navy,” and “the 
Navy needs aircraft carriers,” CEO Mike Petters said in an interview in his office overlooking 
the 550-acre shipyard on the James River. 
 
While Petters expresses confidence, Howard “Buck” McKeon, the California Republican who is 
chairman of the House Armed Services Committee, says sequestration would require the 
Pentagon to “go down every line item and cut 8 or 10 percent.” The higher percentage would 
apply if Obama exempts military pay from the reductions. 
 
Virginia Representative Rob Wittman said Huntington Ingalls representatives have told him that 
an across-the-board cut of 8 percent to 10 percent would be problematic for the shipbuilding 
industry. 
 



A Republican whose district near Newport News is home to many other defense contractors, 
Wittman says he hears from companies “on a daily basis.” 
 
The House-passed defense authorization measure would stretch out funding of the next carrier, 
the USS John F. Kennedy, to six years from five. Obama’s proposed 2013 budget includes 
money for planning and advanced procurement of materials for the Kennedy. It also seeks to 
lengthen the construction period by two years. 
 
Any delay in the start of the Kennedy’s construction imposed by sequestration would be 
damaging, Mulherin said. 
 
“When I finish Ford I don’t want to let those people go,” he said. “You have thousands and 
thousands of fully capable shipbuilders ready to go build the Kennedy” so “if I don’t have work 
for them it’s just wrong.” 
 
Theodore Roosevelt 
 
At Newport News, more than 3,000 welders, pipe fitters, electricians and other specialists in 
shipbuilding trades work shifts around the clock five days a week to construct the USS Gerald 
Ford. Another 3,000 shipbuilders are completing the overhaul of the USS Theodore Roosevelt, in 
port for nuclear refueling halfway through its 50-year service life. It was outfitted with a new 
mast, complete with the Navy’s state-of-the-art electronic communications and radar gear. 
 
Newport News also is preparing for the February arrival of the USS Abraham Lincoln, the next 
carrier due for nuclear refueling. The company is under contract to plan the Lincoln’s overhaul 
and hasn’t signed the execution agreement. 
 
Mulherin said he’s confident the Pentagon will go ahead with the Lincoln’s overhaul even if 
sequestration happens because “the Navy just won’t let one of these things sit pier side with two 
reactors on board without an intended function.” The Lincoln “can’t keep operating, it’s out of 
gas, so something has to be done.” 
 
Democratic Representative Bennie Thompson of Mississippi said he hears frequently from 
Huntington Ingalls, which employs 11,000 people at its Pascagoula yard. Company 
representatives want to talk about what would happen if funds “anticipated for certain programs 
are no longer available,” he said. 
 
Republicans and Democrats in Congress are split over how to handle the automatic cuts. Obama 
and Democrats insist on keeping the sequestration trigger to require Congress to agree on 
spending cuts and tax increases to reduce the long-term debt. 
 
To spare defense, the Republican-run House passed legislation to cut $310 billion from domestic 
spending, including food stamps and benefits for federal workers. The measure probably won’t 
advance in the Democratic-controlled Senate. 
 



Like most lawmakers, McKeon said he doesn’t expect the tax and spending issues to be 
addressed until after the November election, setting the stage for the defense lobbying effort to 
reach full force in the so-called lame-duck session late this year. 
 
Virginia Democrat Bobby Scott, whose district includes Newport News, said he wouldn’t cut 
other spending to avoid defense cutbacks so Republicans can preserve the income tax cuts. “Let 
the tax cuts expire,” he said. 
 
************************************************* 
(Early Bird) 
 
Navy Surveillance Drone Crashes In Marsh On Eastern Shore  
(WASHINGTON POST 12 JUNE 12) By Ashley Halsey III 
 
A 44-foot U.S. Navy surveillance drone crashed Monday afternoon in a marshy area near 
Bloodsworth Island on Maryland's Eastern Shore, the Navy said. 

No one on the ground was injured, and no significant damage was done by the more than 10-ton 
aircraft, the Navy said. 

Naval officials said the drone was on a test flight, but they could not immediately say whether 
drones are routinely tested over the Chesapeake Bay or Eastern Shore. 

They were also not certain from what ground-based facility the aircraft was being piloted. It 
crashed just after midday about 22 miles east of the Naval Air Station at Patuxent River. 

The drone was built by Northrop Grumman, and initial models were deployed three years ago. 

With a 116-foot wingspan, the aircraft is designed to fly at altitudes as high as 11 miles for 
distances in excess of 11,000 miles to gather intelligence information. 

The Navy said the Broad Area Maritime Surveillance Demonstrator, or BAMS-D, drones have 
flown more than 5,500 hours in support of combat operations. 

 



 (Early Bird) 
 
US Military To Help Philippines Monitor Coastal Waters  
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 12 JUN 12)  
 
The US military said Tuesday it planned to help the Philippines monitor its coastal waters as 
Manila faces an escalating dispute with China over territorial claims. 
 
The Pentagon revised earlier comments and said there was no firm plan to deliver a land-based 
radar to the Philippines, but that a radar could be part of future assistance. 
 
"We are in the initial planning stages of assisting the Philippines with a National Coast Watch 
Center," Major Catherine Wilkinson told AFP. 
 
The center is designed "to create an overall picture of what is going on in the Philippines' 
territorial waters," she said. 
 
"Right now we are discussing a range of options and no details have been finalized. Radars may 
be an eventual part of the package but it hasn't been determined yet." 
 
The cost and the time line for the project were still being worked out, she said. 
 
The Philippines has requested radar, patrol aircraft and naval vessels as it seeks to bolster its 
position in a row with China over the Scarborough Shoal, which lies near the main Philippine 
island of Luzon. 
 
China claims the area along with virtually all of the South China Sea up to the shores of other 
Southeast Asian nations, including Malaysia, Vietnam and the Philippines. 
 
The Pentagon's comments came after President Benigno Aquino paid a visit last week to the 
White House, where he was offered a robust show of support. 
 
Plans to help Manila reflect Washington's strategic shift towards Asia amid a growing rivalry 
with Beijing, with the South China Sea at the center of the contest, analysts said. 
 
"Land-based radar is one of the practical ways the United States can simultaneously boost 
Philippine defense capabilities and signal Washington's long-term commitment to Asia," said 
Patrick Cronin, senior adviser for Asia at the Center for a New American Security, a Washington 
think tank. 
 
China may choose to defuse tensions with the Philippines just before a gathering of the 10-
member Association of Southeast Asian Nations next month, Cronin said. 
 
"But it is also possible that China is determined to humiliate the Philippines and, indirectly, the 
United States," he told AFP. 
 



Manila's request for US military help marks a reversal after the Philippines evicted the American 
military from its vast naval base at Subic Bay in 1992. 
 
It was unlikely the United States would look at providing military aircraft at a time when China 
may be preparing a conciliatory gesture, Cronin said. 
 
"If China persists with embarrassing the Philippines, then I have no doubt aircraft sales will 
follow," he said. 
 
Tensions between Beijing and Manila escalated in April when Chinese and Philippine vessels 
approached the Scarborough Shoal, which lies near the main Philippine island of Luzon. Manila 
says the rock formation falls within its exclusive economic zone. 
 
************************************************* 
 
Anti-piracy bid: South Korea joins India, Japan, China 
(TIMES OF INDIA 13 JUN 12) 
 
NEW DELHI— South Korea is now all set to join the India-China-Japan combine's coordinated 
naval patrols and escort of merchant vessels through the piracy-infested Gulf of Aden.  
 
Sources say South Korea is likely to join the "third cycle" of the "escort and convoy 
coordination" plan that will be set in motion in July. Under the tri-lateral arrangement worked 
out among India, China and Japan, their navies have been coordinating to strengthen anti-piracy 
efforts in the Gulf of Aden since January.  
 
Under the first cycle, the Chinese Navy was the "lead" or "reference" force for three months, 
with the Indian and Japanese navies chipping in to plug the gaps. In the second cycle launched in 
April, India is currently the primary naval force in the tri-lateral arrangement in the Gulf of Aden 
under which stealth frigate INS Tabar is leading from the front.  
 
In all, since October 2008, Indian warships have ensured the safe passage of close to 2,000 
vessels from around 50 countries through the strategic trade-route of the Gulf of Aden. With the 
pirates now also operating around 1,100 nautical miles away from Somalia's coast in the Arabian 
Sea, the Navy and Coast Guard have actively thwarted many pirate attacks on merchant vessels 
near Indian shores too.  
 
************************************************* 
(Early Bird) 
 
US Pledges Ongoing Support To Turkey’s Fight With PKK Terror 
(TODAY'S ZAMAN 13 JUN 12) By Ali Halit Aslan 

WASHINGTON -- US Secretary of Defense Leon Panetta has pledged continuing US support to 
Turkey in its counterterrorism efforts, offering to help meet the necessary military capability in 



the fight against the terrorist Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK) taking hold in southeastern 
Turkey. 

Panetta spoke on Monday during the 31st annual American-Turkish Council meeting in 
Washington, attended by senior Turkish and American officials, among them Minister of 
Defense ?smet Y?lmaz, Foreign Ministry Deputy Undersecretary Halit Çevik, US Assistant 
Secretary of State for European and Eurasian Affairs Philip Gordon, Principal Deputy Assistant 
Secretary of Defense for International Security Affairs (ISA) Joseph McMillan and US 
Ambassador to Turkey Francis Ricciardone. 

Panetta also stated that the alliance between Turkey and the US has reached a peak in importance 
not only for the security of both nations but globally, touching on the strong ties established 
between the two countries and cooperation within the scope of NATO’s Afghanistan mission. 

The top US defense official maintained that as Turkey joins the struggle to oust al-Qaeda and 
associates from Afghanistan, the US would also continue to show strong solidarity with Turkey 
in order to confront PKK terrorism. Panetta also stated that the PKK problem will not be solved 
by mere military activity, claiming that continuing political dialogue is also essential to 
resolution. He expressed gratitude for Turkey’s decisiveness concerning security-building efforts 
in Afghanistan, pointing out that the country does not hesitate to continue its vital role, even after 
losing 12 soldiers during a helicopter accident in March. 

The PKK issue continues to occupy the Turkish agenda, following an increase in attacks by the 
terrorist group in southeastern Turkey this spring. On Monday Turkish security forces killed 
three PKK terrorists, including two women, in an armed fight in an urban area of the Çukurca 
district of eastern Hakkari province. 

Meanwhile, McMillan commented on recent difficulties surrounding the sale of MQ-9 Reapers -- 
a larger and more modern version of the Predator -- to Turkey, an act that would potentially 
confer a significant advantage on the military in its anti-PKK efforts. Stating that the decision-
making process for drone sales is complicated and highly dependent on the position of the US 
Congress and administration, McMillan anticipated rapid progress on a clear decision following 
the US election period in November. 

Turkey seeks to buy armed drones from the US, a request that has become controversial with 
some members of the US Congress refusing to agree to the sale, possibly due to Ankara’s 
deteriorating relations with Israel, a close US ally. The US administration is reportedly willing to 
sell the drones to Turkey and is attempting to persuade Congress not to block the sale. President 
Abdullah Gül and his US counterpart Barack Obama failed to make any progress during recent 
talks on the sale of drones, and Obama cited Congress as the biggest hurdle to his 
administration’s determination to make the sale. 

US ambassador hopeful on Turkish constitutional process 



Ricciardone, painting a bright picture of the future both for Turkey and Turkey-US relations 
during the conference, noted that he is optimistic about Turkey’s chances of improving its 
constitution in the future. Defining Turkey’s constitutional process as a new page and historical 
turning point for the country, Ricciardone anticipated that Turkey will participate with a more 
democratic constitution in the 32nd session of the conference next year. 

Ricciardone claimed that Turkey and the US need to enhance trade and economic ties in the 
future, which would reflect a strategic alliance between the countries in terms of politics and 
security. 

Turkey says all options are on table 

Y?lmaz, speaking during the same conference, drew attention to the ongoing security situation in 
Syria as having potential implications for Turkish security, and claimed that Turkey is ready to 
take all necessary measures if the threat becomes real danger. 

Noting that Turkey currently hosts around 25,000 Syrian refugees in camps located in four 
different provinces, Y?lmaz claimed that along with realization of threats to its own national 
security and citizens, Turkey would also be ready to act in case of any threats to the Syrians it 
accommodates. 

Inviting the international community to take the necessary actions to end violence in Syria, 
Y?lmaz claimed that giving more time to the regime of President Bashar al-Assad would 
inevitably result in more casualties in Syria. 

Panetta, agreeing with Y?lmaz, expressed US concerns over destabilized Syria and the brutal 
acts of the Assad regime. He indicated ongoing US cooperation with Turkey and the 
international community to exert more pressure in order to end the suffering of the Syrian people 
and establish democracy. He also expressed support for Turkey’s leadership role and the 
example of democracy it provides to many nations in the Middle East and North African region, 
currently in transitional phases. 

Further citing a consensus between the US and Turkey regarding the dangers of Iranian nuclear 
proliferation, Panetta claimed that the two nations would continue efforts to convince the country 
that nuclear weaponry would not bring security to Iran nor to the region. 

Touching on recent political instability in Iraq, Panetta stated that Turkey and the US would 
together contribute to the resolution of issues such as the cross-border security threat from Iraq to 
Turkey, without violating Iraqi sovereignty or meddling in its internal affairs. 

************************************************* 
 
Comptroller to blame Netanyahu, Barak for failures of Gaza flotilla raid 



Lindenstruass is expected to center his criticism on Netanyahu, and to say that the 
prime minister's preparations ahead of the 2010 maritime takeover were scattered 
and superficial. 
(HAARETZ 13 JUN 12) By Barak Ravid  
 
An official report due to be published later Wednesday is expected to criticize Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu, Defense Minister Ehud Barak, and Israel Defense Forces chief Gabi 
Ashkenazi for inadequate preparation ahead of Israel's military raid of a Gaza-bound aid flotilla.  
 
In May 2010, a team of navy commandos raided a Turkish flotilla en route to the Gaza Strip, in a 
takeover that resulted in the death of nine Turkish nationals.  
 
Ankara has instated that Israel apologized for the incident, and compensated the victim's 
families, something which Israel has refused to do.  
 
The 153-page report by State Comptroller Micha Lindenstrauss deals the government's conduct 
prior to the maritime takeover, as well as the implementation of the National Security Council 
(NSC) law, and the conduct of the National Information Directorate.  
 
Lindenstruass is expected to center his criticism on Netanyahu, and to say that the prime 
minister's preparations ahead of the raid were scattered and superficial, and that he did not hold 
orderly discussions in the appropriate settings, despite the lessons of the Winograd Committee 
following the Second Lebanon War in 2006.  
 
The comptroller is also expected to criticize Barak for not allowed structured debate among 
senior cabinet members concerning the IDF's operational plan, and for blocking ministers who 
attempted to question the plan.  
 
In addition, Lindenstruass is expected to discuss the conduct of Ashkenazi and Israel Navy chief 
Eliezer Marom, citing them for not presenting the government with other alternatives to a 
military raid by navy commandos.  
 
Concerning the NCS, the comptroller focuses his criticism on Netanyahu again, saying that the 
premier emptied out the security body from any meaning, pushed it out of decision making 
processes and regularly violated the NCS law.  
 
On the National Information Directorate, Lindenstruass located what he says were several flaws 
in the Israel's media response and coverage of the event.  
 
************************************************* 
 
Parade of sail sets off from Norfolk en route to Baltimore 
Half-dozen tall ships from around the world due to arrive here 
(BALTIMORE SUN 12 JUN 12) By Steve Kilar 
 



ON THE CHESAPEAKE BAY— As the schooner Pride of Baltimore II headed up the bay from 
Norfolk Tuesday, the 1,300-square-foot American flag rippling from its main gaff suddenly 
snagged and ripped. 
 
Fortunately, Pride has a sewing machine onboard. 
 
"We have a lot of flags," said Elizabeth Foretek, 26, the ship's bosun. 
 
Once the nylon flag was taken down, Foretek and deckhand Kris Jones, 22, set to work repairing 
it, sitting on the floor of the ship's main common area below deck. 
 
They had to mend the flag quickly. Pride is set to escort the USS Fort McHenry under the Key 
Bridge on Wednesday morning to launch Sailabration, a weeklong festival that is part of 
Maryland's War of 1812 bicentennial commemoration. 
 
Shortly before 9 a.m. Tuesday, Pride and a handful of other vessels set off from Norfolk's Town 
Point Park for a 24-hour sail to Baltimore, Pride's home port. 
 
The sewing project was one more chore among many aboard the 157-foot schooner. 
 
Capt. Jan Miles and his 11-member crew had been working without a break since early morning. 
The first order of business was mopping rainwater from the ship's varnished wood surfaces. 
 
"Taking care of this ship is a nonstop process," said deckhand Rohan Rao, 24, who used a 
squeegee to remove rainwater, which could damage the finish of the replica vessel. 
 
Then came the heavy-duty work that, in 1812, would have been performed by scores of men: 
hauling lines to raise sails, tying knots, climbing the shrouds. 
 
"Here we come! Baltimore!" the crew members shouted as they readied the fore topsail. 
 
With that, Pride was underway, part of a parade of sail up the Chesapeake that included tall ships 
from around the world. 
 
Before the ships left Norfolk, visitors milled around the dock, admiring the historic vessels. 
 
"It was awesome. You only see that kind of stuff in movies," said Janice Loughrey of Pittsburgh, 
after watching the Colombian naval ship Gloria cast off into Norfolk's Elizabeth River. 
 
Gloria is the crown jewel of the parade of ships set to glide under the Key Bridge around 11 a.m. 
Wednesday. 
 
High above Gloria's deck, dozens of sailors in bright shirts stood at attention, balanced on the 
yards — stays at right angles to the mast that support the sails — as music accompanied them out 
to sea. 
 



Loughrey, who traveled to Norfolk to see the ships with her husband, Roger, said the experience 
was "definitely" worth the trip. "It's breathtaking," she said. 
 
Nicholas Sowko and his wife, Barbara, came from Glassport, Pa., to see the tall ships. 
 
Barbara Sowko said she's encouraging her sister, who lives in York, Pa., to attend Sailabration in 
Baltimore. "I hope they do make it, because this is really nice," she said. 
 
After leaving Norfolk, the tall ships passed by Fort Monroe in Hampton, Va., and continued 
northward up the bay. During the day, the bigger ships were traveling at an average speed of six 
knots — just under 7 miles per hour — and were scheduled to reach the mouth of the Potomac 
River by sunset. 
 
Pride, a replica of a Baltimore Clipper — a type of schooner built in the late 18th and early 19th 
centuries and known for speed — cruised at up to 10 knots during the day. During the War of 
1812, the original clippers outran slower British vessels. 
 
Pride and Lynx, a 122-foot schooner based in Newport Beach, Calif., will be the only such 
vessels on display during the Tall Ships festival. 
 
"[Pride is] the most renowned and famous and popular tall ship, both nationally and 
internationally," Rao said. "Everybody knows her. Like my last captain said, 'She's the cream of 
the crop.'" 
 
Officials are counting on the clipper's speed to keep Pride at the head of the pack coming up the 
bay. The vessel is scheduled to arrive in Baltimore early Wednesday morning to pick up guests 
at Fort McHenry — before the rest of the tall-ship flotilla arrives. 
 
After the guests come aboard, the schooner will head back out into the bay. Then, once again, 
Pride will sail under the Key Bridge, joining the other tall ships and a collection of "gray hulls," 
modern military ships from around the world, for their entrance into the Inner Harbor. 
 
By 4 p.m. Tuesday, Pride was making headway at about 71/2 knots. Aside from the ripped flag 
and a short squall before noon, the voyage proceeded uneventfully. 
 
While crew members weren't on deck for their four-hour shifts, they were looking ahead to 
Baltimore and Duda's Tavern, their favorite Fell's Point bar. 
 
They also were tightly packing flour and smokeless gunpowder for ceremonial salutes by the 
ship's guns on Wednesday. Keeping their quarters shipshape, they also polished the copper 
panels behind the galley stove, washed dishes and swept. 
 
Foretek, the bosun, scrambled to find sail tape to strengthen her repairs to the flag. She hoped the 
weather would cooperate when the vessel made its way into Baltimore Wednesday morning. 
 
If the breeze is light, she said, the flag should hold together for the Inner Harbor parade. 



 
************************************************* 
(Early Bird) 
 
Preemptive Budget Cuts Suggested For Pentagon 
Senator's proposal could avoid deeper reductions next year 
(WASHINGTON POST 13 JUN 12) By Walter Pincus 
 
The chairman of the Senate Armed Services Committee said Tuesday that the Defense 
Department could head off far deeper budget reductions by preemptively agreeing to cut $10 
billion a year for the next decade. 
 
Sen. Carl Levin, the Michigan Democrat who heads the powerful committee, said "defense has 
to contribute" to a compromise to head off the across-the-board, $55-billion-a-year cuts required 
by the budget compromise that Congress reached last year. The provision, known as 
sequestration, will be triggered on Jan. 3 if Congress doesn't come up with a 10-year, $1.2 
trillion deficit reduction plan or a compromise to change the law by the end of this year. 
 
Levin suggested that some cuts could come from the costs of maintaining and modernizing the 
nuclear stockpile and funding for family housing for troops stationed in South Korea. 
 
Levin, participating in a National Press Club session, said a signal should be sent on a 
compromise before the fiscal year ends Sept. 30, because major defense contractors have already 
sent "warning notices" to employees of possible cuts. 
 
"That kind of instability and uncertainty is what is going to drive us, hopefully . . . to at least take 
some steps down the path of avoiding that train wreck," Levin said. 
 
David Langstaff, president of defense contractor TASC, told the gathering that the situation "has 
business standing on the sidelines waiting to see what will happen." 
 
Levin, who is working with other senators to come up with a compromise, called his proposed 
reduction of $100 billion from the Pentagon over 10 years "a figure . . . for totally planning 
purposes when we look at how to come up with plans to avoid sequestration." 
 
He described sequestration as "mindless budgeting," where "automatic reductions, perhaps 8 
percent to 10 percent," will take place across the board. Instead, Levin said any cuts beyond the 
$487 billion built into the 2011 congressional compromise will have to be "prioritized, prudent, 
[and] no area can be exempt." 
 
Navy Capt. John Kirby, a Pentagon spokesman, said Tuesday, "Any cuts beyond those already 
factored in would require a reassessment of the strategy." 
 
One area Levin described as "ripe for cuts" is the nuclear stockpile. About $200 billion is being 
planned to modernize the nuclear weapons-building complex and build a new triad of strategic 
bombers, missile-launching submarines and land-based ICBMs. 



 
Levin also suggested the possibility of savings in South Korea, where he said the United States 
cannot afford plans to provide family housing for dependents of American troops assigned there. 
 
Gen. James Cartwright, former vice chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, who was at the 
session, said a funding review for U.S. forces in South Korea is called for. "It's time, really, to 
make an adjustment on the [U.S.] posture," he said. 
 
************************************************* 
(Early Bird) - Opinion 
 
Why The U.N. Shouldn't Own The Seas 
The Law of the Sea Treaty is as harmful today as it was when Reagan and 
Thatcher first opposed it in 1982. 
(Wall Street Journal 13 JUN 12) By Donald Rumsfeld 
 
Thirty years ago, President Ronald Reagan asked me to meet with world leaders to represent the 
United States in opposition to the United Nations Law of the Sea Treaty. Our efforts soon found 
a persuasive supporter in British Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher. Today, as the U.S. Senate 
again considers approving this flawed agreement, the Reagan-Thatcher reasons for opposition 
remain every bit as persuasive. 
 
When I met with Mrs. Thatcher in 1982, her conclusion on the treaty was unforgettable: "What 
this treaty proposes is nothing less than the international nationalization of roughly two-thirds of 
the Earth's surface." Then, referring to her battles dismantling Britain's state-owned mining and 
utility companies, she added, "And you know how I feel about nationalization. Tell Ronnie I'm 
with him." 
 
Reagan had entered office the year before with the treaty presented to him as a done deal 
requiring only his signature and Senate ratification. Then as now, most of the world's nations had 
already approved it. The Nixon, Ford and Carter administrations had all gone along. American 
diplomats generally supported the treaty and were shocked when Reagan changed America's 
policy. Puzzled by their reaction, the president was said to have responded, "But isn't that what 
the election was all about?" 
 
Yet, as the Gipper might have said, here we go again: An impressive coalition—including every 
living former secretary of State—has endorsed the Obama administration's goal of ratifying the 
treaty. The U.S. Navy wants to "lock in" existing and widely accepted rules of high-seas 
navigation. Business groups say the treaty could help them by creating somewhat more certainty. 
 
Can so many people, organizations and countries be mistaken? Yes. Various proponents have 
valid considerations, but none has made a compelling case that the treaty would, on balance, 
benefit America as a whole. 
 



Though a 1994 agreement (signed by some but not all parties to the treaty) fixed some of its 
original flaws, the treaty remains a sweeping power grab that could prove to be the largest 
mechanism for the world-wide redistribution of wealth in human history. 
 
The treaty proposes to create a new global governance institution that would regulate American 
citizens and businesses without being accountable politically to the American people. Some 
treaty proponents pay little attention to constitutional concerns about democratic legislative 
processes and principles of self-government, but I believe the American people take seriously 
such threats to the foundations of our nation. 
 
The treaty creates a United Nations-style body called the "International Seabed Authority." "The 
Authority," as U.N. bureaucrats call it in Orwellian shorthand, would be involved in all 
commercial activity in international waters, such as mining and oil and gas production. Pursuant 
to the treaty's Article 82, the U.S. would be required to transfer to this entity a significant share 
of all royalties generated by U.S. companies—royalties that would otherwise go to the U.S. 
Treasury. 
 
Over time, hundreds of billions of dollars could flow through the Authority with little oversight. 
The U.S. would not control how those revenues are spent: The treaty empowers the Authority to 
redistribute these so-called international royalties to developing and landlocked nations with no 
role in exploring or extracting those resources. 
 
This would constitute massive global welfare, courtesy of the U.S. taxpayer. It would be as if 
fishermen who exerted themselves to catch fish on the high seas were required, on the principle 
that those fish belonged to all people everywhere, to give a share of their take to countries that 
had nothing to do with their costly, dangerous and arduous efforts. 
 
Worse still, these sizable "royalties" could go to corrupt dictatorships and state sponsors of 
terrorism. For example, as a treaty signatory and a member of the Authority's executive council, 
the government of Sudan—which has harbored terrorists and conducted a mass extermination 
campaign against its own people—would have as much say as the U.S. on issues to be decided 
by the Authority. 
 
Disagreements among treaty signatories are to be decided through mandatory dispute-resolution 
processes of uncertain integrity. Americans should be uncomfortable with unelected and 
unaccountable tribunals appointed by the secretary-general of the United Nations serving as the 
final arbiter of such disagreements. 
 
Even if one were to agree with the principle of global wealth redistribution from the U.S. to other 
nations, other U.N. bodies have proven notably unskilled at financial management. The U.N. Oil 
for Food program in Iraq, for instance, resulted in hundreds of millions of dollars in corruption 
and graft that directly benefited Saddam Hussein and his allies. The Law of the Sea Treaty is an 
opportunity for scandal on an even larger scale. 
 
The most persuasive argument for the treaty is the U.S. Navy's desire to shore up international 
navigation rights. It is true that the treaty might produce some benefits, clarifying some 



principles and perhaps making it easier to resolve certain disputes. But our Navy has done quite 
well without this treaty for the past 200 years, relying often on centuries-old, well-established 
customary international law to assert navigational rights. Ultimately, it is our naval power that 
protects international freedom of navigation. This treaty would not make a large enough 
additional contribution to counterbalance the problems it would create. 
 
In his farewell address to the nation in 1988, Reagan advised the country: "Don't be afraid to see 
what you see." If the members of the U.S. Senate fulfill their responsibilities, read the Law of the 
Sea Treaty and consider it carefully, I believe they will come to the conclusion that its costs to 
our security and sovereignty would far exceed any benefits. 
 
Mr. Rumsfeld was secretary of defense from 1975 to 1977 and from 2001 to 2006. He is author 
of "Known and Unknown: A Memoir" (Sentinel, 2011). 
 



Panetta warns of 'disaster' from defense cuts  
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 13 JUN 12) By Donna Cassata 

WASHINGTON — Defense Secretary Leon Panetta said Wednesday that automatic, across-the-
board defense cuts would be a disaster, with widespread jobs losses and problems for the 
Pentagon as it tries to pay for health care for military personnel. 

The Pentagon chief and Army Gen. Martin Dempsey, the chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, 
painted a bleak picture of the military if Congress fails to come up with a budget plan that stops 
the cuts to defense and domestic programs that kick in Jan. 2. They appealed to Republicans and 
Democrats on the Senate Appropriations defense subcommittee to come up with a solution. 

Dempsey said the billions for warfighters in Afghanistan would be subject to the cuts. To avoid 
that drastic step, the Pentagon would look to offset the cuts with reductions in other accounts, he 
said. Defense comptroller Robert Hale said the president could exempt military personnel from 
the cuts, but the reductions would affect the department's ability to pay for health care. 

Panetta said the automatic cuts "was designed as a meat axe, it was designed as a disaster. ... It 
would be a disaster." 

President Barack Obama and congressional Republicans agreed last summer on a $492 billion 
reduction in projected defense spending over 10 years. In a deficit-driven step, the budget 
agreement established a special bipartisan congressional committee to come up with $1.2 trillion 
in spending cuts. The failure of that committee set in motion the automatic cuts — known as 
sequestration — that would slash domestic and defense by $1.2 trillion over a decade. 

Republicans and Democrats have struggled to come up with a budget to avert the cuts, and an 
answer may not emerge until after the November election in a lame-duck session. That could 
prove too late as the fiscal year begins Oct. 1. 

Sen. Daniel Inouye, D-Hawaii, chairman of the subcommittee, asked whether the automatic cuts 
could mean a 1 percent spike in the national unemployment rate, which now stands at 8.2 percent 
as the economy struggles to recover. 

Panetta said he was aware of that estimate. "The Defense Department is not a jobs program, but 
clearly that kind of sequestration across the board" affects not only service members but 
contractors, Panetta said. 

Panetta criticized the first round of changes that lawmakers have made in Obama's proposed 
military budget for next year. He said the versions of the defense budget that have emerged from 
the House and the Senate Armed Services Committee would force him to find money to maintain 
old weapons, aircraft and ships. He said that step would result in a hollowing out of the force. 



He appealed to members of the Senate Appropriations Committee to follow the Defense 
Department's budget recommendations as it crafts a spending plan for the fiscal year beginning 
Oct. 1. 

************************************************ 

China denies exporting North Korean missile launch vehicles 
Japanese media claim Chinese firm shipped vehicles to North Korea in possible violation of UN 
sanctions 

(THE GUARDIAN 13 JUNE 12)  

China has denied Japanese media reports that vehicles capable of transporting and launching 
missiles were exported to North Korea by a Chinese company in possible violation of United 
Nations sanctions. 

According to the reports, four of the vehicles were shipped from Shanghai to North Korea last 
August on board the Harmony Wish, a Cambodian-flagged cargo vessel. Japanese authorities 
tracked the ship by satellite and searched it after it had delivered its cargo, when it transited 
through Japan the following month, the reports said. 

Such vehicles, called TELs – for transporter, erector, launcher – became the focus of 
international attention when North Korea displayed what looked like several of them during a 
military parade in its capital, Pyongyang, in April. 

They are a concern because they could give North Korea the ability to transport long-range 
missiles around its territory, making them harder to locate and destroy. 

Japan's top government spokesman declined to confirm the reports on Wednesday. But he said 
that if necessary, Japan would work with the international community to determine if UN 
regulations were violated. 

In Beijing, Liu Weimin, a spokesman for China's foreign ministry, said his country has not 
violated any restrictions. 

"Chinese companies did not violate UN and Chinese laws," he said, calling the reports 
inaccurate. He did not specifically confirm or deny the vehicles were sold, but said China was 
opposed to proliferation and was complying with UN laws and regulations. 

Although no suspicious vehicles were on board the ship when it was searched in Japan, 
authorities found documents detailing the cargo it had unloaded in North Korea, which included 
the vehicles, according to Japanese newspaper the Asahi. It cited multiple but unnamed 
government sources. 



The paper said the exported vehicles were believed to have been those used in a military parade 
held shortly after a North Korea rocket launch that was widely condemned as an attempt to 
develop its long-range missile technology. The rocket, which North Korea claimed carried a 
satellite, failed soon after liftoff. 

NHK, Japan's public broadcaster, and other media later carried similar reports, also citing 
unnamed government sources. 

The Asahi said the evidence was shared with South Korea and the US, but claimed Washington 
requested it not be made public. 

Immediately after the parade, private experts said the vehicles probably came from China, citing 
similarities to Chinese design patterns in the windscreen, the windscreen wiper configuration, the 
door and handle, the grill, the front bumper lighting configurations, and the cabin steps. 

Despite the latest reports, experts say pinning a sanctions-busting charge on Beijing would be 
difficult because it would be hard to prove that Beijing knowingly approved the exports for 
military purposes. 

With different modifications, the vehicle can also be used in commercial fields. The Asahi report 
said China claims the vehicles were to be used to carry lumber. 

The UN security council imposed sanctions against North Korea after its first nuclear test in 
2006, stepping them up after a second test in 2009 to try to derail the country's rogue nuclear 
weapons and ballistic missile programmes. The sanctions restrict exports of weapons or 
technology that could be used to boost those programmes. 

************************************************ 

 



US Naval War College to hold graduation 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 15 JUN 12) 

NEWPORT, R.I.—The U.S. Navy's chief of naval operations is set to address graduates at the 
U.S. Naval War College. 

Adm. Jonathan Greenert is scheduled to deliver the graduation address on Friday. The ceremony 
is taking place on Dewey Field at Naval Station Newport. 

The graduating class includes 299 members of the U.S. Navy, U.S. Marine Corps, U.S. Air 
Force, U.S. Army, U.S. Coast Guard, National Guard as well as civilian government employees. 
More than 100 international students from 70 countries are also graduating. 

The college says more than 110 students graduating from the College of Distance Education will 
also participate in the commencement ceremony. 

************************************************** 

Military star power endorses high seas treaty 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 13 JUN 12) By Donna Cassata 

WASHINGTON— Proponents of a treaty governing the high seas rolled out military star power 
Thursday to try to lift the prospects for a long-spurned pact that faces strong conservative 
Republican opposition. 

Four admirals, including the chief of naval operations and the vice chairman of the Joint Chiefs 
of Staff, and two generals appealed to the Senate Foreign Relations Committee to ratify the U.N. 
Convention on the Law of the Sea. The United States is the only major nation that has refused to 
sign the treaty, which was concluded in 1982 and been in force since 1994. 

The appearance by the military leaders came just a few weeks after Defense Secretary Leon 
Panetta, Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton and Army Gen. Martin Dempsey, the 
chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, made a rare joint appearance before the committee to argue 
for the treaty. 

Sen. John Kerry, D-Mass., the panel's chairman, is trying to build a case for the pact, which is 
endorsed by 161 countries and the European Union. Kerry is holding out the possibility of a vote 
in a congressional lame-duck session after the November elections. 

The military leaders insisted that the pact would improve national security and enhance U.S. 
standing in the world, while conservatives say the treaty would undermine U.S. sovereignty. The 
United States has abided by the rules of the treaty since President Ronald Reagan's 
administration. 



"It will fortify our credibility as the world's leading naval power and allow us to bring to bear the 
full force of our influence on maritime disputes. In short, it preserves what we have and it gives 
us yet another tool to engage any nation that would threaten our maritime interests," said Adm. 
James Winnefeld Jr., vice chairman of the Joint Chiefs. 

Adm. Jonathan Greenert, the chief of naval operations, said Iran's threats to close the Strait of 
Hormuz signals the importance of ratifying the treaty to deal with violations of international law 
that would limit access to international waters. 

Said Kerry: "Do we really want to entrust our national security to an unwritten set of rules? Is 
there any other area in which we choose to leave important matters of national security to 
customary law? The answer to both questions is no." 

The treaty establishes a system for resolving disputes in international waters and recognizes 
sovereign rights over a country's continental shelf out to 200 nautical miles and beyond if the 
country can provide evidence to substantiate its claims. 

Conservative Republican opposition puts GOP lawmakers in an unusual spot, at odds not only 
with the business industry including the U.S. Chamber of Commerce and the American 
Petroleum Institute as well as the nation's military leaders. Twenty-six of the Senate's 47 
Republicans have signed a letter pledging to oppose the treaty if it gets to the Senate for a vote. 

GOP members of the committee challenged the military witnesses, questioning why the treaty 
hasn't helped to resolve disputes in the South China Sea. 

Sen. Jim Risch, R-Idaho, was clearly angry with Adm. Robert Papp, the commandant of the U.S. 
Coast Guard, who testified that the U.S. is involved in dispute that can only be resolved within 
the treaty. 

"Our border between Canada and Alaska is under dispute," Papp said. "We can't negotiate with 
all of the tools in our tool bag with Canada unless we are members of the convention." 

That elicited a rebuke from Risch. 

"Admiral Papp, you know, we sit here every day and it isn't very often our intelligence is 
insulted. But for you to come here and tell us that we can't resolve a border dispute with Canada 
because we're not a member of this Law of the Sea treaty really does that," the senator said. 

************************************************** 

Rumsfeld Still Opposes Sea Treaty  
Admirals see it as way to settle maritime claims 
(WASHINGTON TIMES 15 JUN 12) By Kristina Wong 



Former Defense Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld criticized the U.N.'s Law of the Sea Treaty as a 
potential burden on U.S. companies, just hours after six four-star military officers had hailed the 
treaty as a key diplomatic tool. 

The diametrically opposed assessments of the treaty were aired before the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee on Thursday. 

The military officers said the U.S. would have to rely solely on military might to project power 
abroad and could lose access to energy resources in the extended U.S. continental sea shelves if 
the Senate does not ratify the treaty. 

“Competing claims in the maritime domain by some coastal states are becoming more numerous 
and contentious. Some of these claims, if left unchallenged, would put us at risk our operational 
rights and freedoms in key areas of the Asia-Pacific,” said Navy Adm. Samuel J. Locklear III, 
commander of U.S. Pacific Command. 

The officers also argued that ratifying the treaty would give the U.S. more credibility with other 
treaty members when resolving maritime disputes and conducting naval operations. 

“We have young lieutenants that are commanding patrol boats … and they need the clarity and 
the continuity and the predictability this convention provides in terms of making determinations 
on a daily basis on jurisdictional issues and other things,” said Adm. Robert J. Papp Jr., 
commandant of the Coast Guard. 

So far, 162 countries have signed and ratified the treaty, which became effective in 1994. 

The U.S. has signed but not ratified the pact. Some senators fear it would yield U.S. sovereignty 
to international law, impose environmental pollution fees and burden U.S. companies with 
royalties for energy exploitation. They also note that some treaty members, such as China, do not 
abide by its rules. 

“This thing hasn’t helped one bit to resolve the tensions, the disputes that are going on in the 
South China Sea,” said Sen. James E. Risch, Idaho Republican. 

In his testimony, Mr. Rumsfeld argued against ratification, calling the royalties that U.S. 
companies would have to pay under the pact “a new idea of enormous consequence.” 

Under the treaty, industrialized countries pay royalties to less-developed nations for profits made 
while exploiting unclaimed energy resources, he said, adding that this type of wealth 
redistribution is a “novel principle that has, in my view, no clear limits” that “could become a 
precedent for the resources of outer space.” 

Mr. Rumsfeld, who served in the George W. Bush administration, has argued previously against 
ratifying the treaty. 



Also testifying against ratification, Heritage Foundation international law specialist Steven 
Groves said the treaty would force the U.S. to cede its sovereignty under international tribunals 
with no appeal and expose the U.S. to “baseless international lawsuits.” 

He said the U.S. already has the right to exploit resources without acceding to the treaty. 

But Sen. John F. Kerry, Massachusetts Democrat and the committee’s chairman, and Sen. 
Richard G. Lugar of Indiana, the panel’s ranking Republican, said U.S companies would not 
explore energy resources in the extended continental sea shelves or in the Arctic without the 
legal certainty the treaty provides. 

“The treaty makes it possible for a mining or drilling company to stake an unequivocal legal 
claim on the ocean floor and have it recognized under international law,” Mr. Lugar said. “They 
are in favor of this treaty.” 

Mr. Kerry said he recently received letters from business executives urging ratification. 

“Accession to the Law of the Sea Convention is the only means to protect and advance the 
claims of U.S. entities to the vast mineral resources contained on the deep seabed floor,” reads a 
June 13 letter to Mr. Kerry and Mr. Lugar from organizations including the American Petroleum 
Institute and the U.S. Chamber of Commerce. 

************************************************** 

Star-Spangled Sailabration Kicks Off At Inner Harbor 
Flotilla of tall ships, military vessels will be berthed at harbor 

(BALTIMORE SUN 13 JUN 12) By Candus Thomson and Steve Kilar 

  

It took 200 years, but the oft-forgotten War of 1812 got some attention Wednesday. 

A flotilla of more than 40 ships representing a dozen nations glided under the Key Bridge and 
into Baltimore Harbor to launch the commemoration of the conflict that gave the United States 
its anthem and expelled the British military from American soil once and for all. 

With the arrival of tall ships and warships at the Inner Harbor, Fells Point and North Locust 
Point, the state began its Star-Spangled Sailabration, which won't wrap up until September 2014. 

"The War of 1812 never got its due," said National Park Service Ranger Vince Vaise, chief of 
interpretation at Fort McHenry. "This two-year event will establish a legacy so that people will 
remember the war and appreciate the anthem and the flag more." 



People carrying chairs, blankets and coolers streamed into the fort to catch a glimpse of the 
passing fleet. The National Park Service estimated that more than 5,000 people walked the 
grounds and lined the sea wall. 

First under the Key Bridge, the 426-foot Canadian destroyer HMCS Iroquois roared a 21-gun 
salute as spectators at Fort McHenry applauded. The fort's cannon crew responded with its own 
salute. 

Arlene Corby, a retiree who splits her time between Frederick and Florida, marveled at how 
Sailors aboard the naval ships and those watching on shore traded salutes. 

"It's so impressive," she said. "It shows respect." 

Between the fort's cannons and the ship's, more than 400 rounds were fired in peace, said Navy 
Cmdr. Chris Hill, a military liaison for the event. 

"That's the most we've seen at these events in quite a while," Hill said. "It's quite extraordinary." 

One by one, the naval vessels powered by, each flying a blue Sail Baltimore banner. After a brief 
lull, the amphibious transport dock USS San Antonio, the event's flagship, led the afternoon 
parade followed by the Pride of Baltimore II and the 610-foot dock landing ship USS Fort 
McHenry. 

Gun crews on the Fort McHenry let loose with a bombs-bursting-in-air barrage worthy of the 
national anthem that brought whoops from the crowd and a smile to the face of former U.S. Rep. 
Helen Delich Bentley, who christened both the Pride and the McHenry. 

Later aboard the Pride, deckhand Frank Bell packed smokeless gunpowder and flour into the 
ship's four cannons as the ship approached Pier 1, in front of Harborplace's Pratt Street pavilion. 

When Bell fired the Pride's first thundering blast, hundreds of spectators turned away from the 
already docked and dazzling Indonesian tall ship Dewaruci — which entered the Inner Harbor 
with its crew dancing to Abba's "Fernando." 

"Welcome Home Pride!" the crowd shouted in unison as the 157-foot ship, a replica of the 
Baltimore clippers used during the War of 1812, neared the dock. 

Maintaining the cannons is time-consuming and tiring work, Bell said, but "it validates the 
cannons' existence" when people turn and pay attention to the Pride. 

Baltimore resident Bill Garrison rode the Pride into the Inner Harbor, ending a 24-hour stint as a 
guest crew member on the ship's trip north from Norfolk, where it was docked earlier this week. 
He called Sailabration one the grandest events he's seen at Baltimore's harbor. 



"This is about as monumental as the opening of Harborplace, which was a defining moment. But 
this is the biggest event I've seen," Garrison said. 

Gusty winds prevented the tall ships from keeping their sails unfurled as they approached the 
innermost parts of the harbor. 

"While the weather may not have been conducive to actual sailing, it was certainly pleasant for 
everybody," said Capt. Jan Miles, the Pride's leader. 

Even without sails showing, all of the vessels in the parade of ships contributed to the day's 
theatrics, he said. Uniformed personnel lined the large modern naval vessels; crews danced and 
sang from the shrouds of the foreign tall ships; a fire boat sprayed ceremoniously into the air. 

"Every vessel delivered — unless the only thing you wanted to see was sail boats sailing," Miles 
said. 

Within minutes of docking, the ships' crews began preparing to entertain and educate the crowds. 

On the Pride, that meant stringing up explanatory signs about the parts of the ship, putting out 
pamphlets on the vessel's history and welcoming people aboard. On the Dewaruci, the crew 
came down the gangplank with drums and began performing a marching band routine on the 
pier. 

"That was fabulous," said Carmella Diehlof Hazelton, Pa., who spent most of the day at Fort 
McHenry watching the ships pass by but caught the Indonesian performance when she got back 
to the Inner Harbor. 

Diehl and her husband, Sonny Diehl, planned to spend the night in Harrisburg, Pa., and come 
back to Baltimore with friends on Thursday. They enjoyed their day in the city and appreciated 
the ease of getting around with public transit, Sonny Diehl said. 

"That worked beautifully," he said. 

Sailabration's debut in Baltimore was not limited to the seas Wednesday. Clifton Mansion, once 
the home of War of 1812 Capt. Henry Thompson, joined the festival with a re-enactment, 
exhibits, tours and an 80-foot-high view of the city from its landmark tower. 

Visitors saw military history spanning 200 years, from War of 1812 militiamen to five Navy 
SEALS, who parachuted 6,500 feet to a field near the mansion grounds in Clifton Park, trailing 
green smoke. 

Large crowds spread across the mansion's lawns and lingered on its porches. Some trekked up a 
winding staircase to the tower where Johns Hopkins, the home's second owner and the city's 
well-known philanthropist, could watch ships coming into the harbor. 



"You should be able to see all the way to the Key Bridge from there," said Johns Hopkins, a 
distant relative who shares the name and had just made the climb with his children. "Who would 
not want to be here today?" 

Joan Woytowitz, a history teacher at Towson University, said she had never seen the mansion. 
She came with her 88-year-old father, who remembered jogging through Clifton Park. The two 
also planned to take in the tall ships in the harbor. 

"I hope this event brings history to life," she said. "I have students who don't know about the 
Vietnam War, much less the War of 1812." 

Page Naimoli of Perry Hall said her children already were excited about Sailabration. They 
played small wooden flutes as they meandered through the mansion. She thought they would 
start the week off at Clifton Park and then visit Fort McHenry and tour a few ships. 

"I want them to see as much of this history as they can," she said. 

Stefan Hieken, 10, of Reisterstown, just studied the Revolutionary War and his mother thought 
Sailabration would give him a look at the next phase of American history. 

"He is a real history fan and I just said we should learn more about it right here in Baltimore," 
she said. 

************************************************** 

Chinese Navy calls for trust building with India 
(THE HINDU 15 JUN 12) 

SHANGHAI— A top officer of the East Sea Fleet of the People's Liberation Army Navy 
(PLAN) has called for improving trust with India and boosting exchanges, ahead of passage 
exercises between the two navies that will be held here on Saturday. 

Rear Admiral Gu Xiangping, who is the Deputy Commander of the Chinese East Sea Fleet, 
called for “enhancing trust and understanding” between the militaries and navies of India and 
China, and increasing the frequency of interactions. 

In what officials described as a reflection of the importance China has accorded to the visit of 
four Indian naval ships, which arrived here on a rare port call on Wednesday after stops in 
Singapore, Vietnam, the Philippines, South Korea and Japan, the PLAN dispatched the highest 
ranked official in charge of the East Sea fleet, Vice Admiral Su Zhiqian, from its headquarters in 
Ningbo. He held talks here with Vice Admiral Anil Chopra, Flag Officer Commanding in Chief 
of the Eastern Naval Command, who came in from India only for the port calls in China and 
Japan. 



The visit of the Indian navy ships, which include the indigenous built guided missile stealth 
frigate Shivalik, destroyer Rana, corvette Karmuk and fleet tanker Shakti, has been described by 
the Indian and the Chinese officials as the highlight of defence exchanges this year. 

The ships will head to Malaysia's Port Kelang on Saturday. The ships will hold passage exercises 
with the PLAN as they leave the Shanghai harbour on Saturday morning. While officials said the 
routine passage exercises were far removed from joint naval exercises, which India and China 
currently do not hold, they described the on-going visit as an important first step. 

“We do not have the kind of familiarity or inter-operability as we do with the Americans or 
Japanese, so this kind of visit helps,” an officer said. 

Vice Admiral Chopra said he welcomed more visits by the PLAN to build trust. “The friendship 
and cooperation between the Chinese navy and the Indian Navy is growing every year, and 
especially this year, which is being marked as the year of friendship and cooperation,” he said. 

“The aim of this year is to increase exchanges between China and India so that there are no 
misunderstandings and we learn to cooperate and trust each other much more.” 

“We were very happy when the Chinese navy ship visited Kochi [last month],” he added. “We 
are hopeful this year that more Chinese navy ships will come and visit India in different ports.” 

His comments were echoed by Rear Admiral Gu, who said recent years had seen “sound and 
healthy development of friendship between the two militaries,” which would benefit both 
countries and the region. 

He had “confidence” that this week's visit would “enhance mutual understanding and trust 
between China and India, and further the relationship between the two militaries, and 
particularly, the two navies.” 

************************************************** 

U.S., Japanese Ships To Arrive In Philippines For Humanitarian Mission 
(Xinhua News Agency 15 JUN 12) 

MANILA -- Ships from U.S. and Japanese navies are due to arrive in Philippines respectively on 
Sunday and Monday for a joint humanitarian and civic assistance mission in central Philippine 
province of Samar, Philippine military announced on Friday. 

Armed Force of the Philippines (AFP) spokesman Col. Arnulfo Marcelo Burgos said USNS 
Mercy, a hospital ship, is expected to dock at Samra's Calbayog City port Sunday night. The 
Japanese ship Oosumi will also anchor at the same port on the following day. 

The two ships will participate in the mission, dubbed Pacific Partnership 2012, which will 
formally open on Tuesday in Calbayog City and run up to June 30. 



Besides the United States, Japan and Philippines, several other countries, including Thailand, 
Australia, Malaysia, Canada, France, New Zealand, Singapore, South Korea, Chile, Peru and 
Netherlands, will also take part in the mission by sending a small group of engineers for the 
endeavor. 

Burgos said USNS Mercy will lead the provision of medical, veterinary and dental assistance 
programs to the people of Samar. Troops taking part in the mission will also construct and repair 
schools and health centers in the disaster-prone province. 

AFP chief Gen. Jessie Dellosa said the upcoming activity will "greatly help in preparing disaster-
prone areas as well as in advancing the spirit of cooperation and collaboration in dealing with 
man-made and natural disasters." 

"As a country often besieged with calamities particularly at this time of the year, we have to 
ensure that our people, especially those in high-risk areas, are properly informed and prepared 
against disasters. We are very thankful to the USNS Mercy and the JS Oosumi for their valuable 
contributions in humanitarian and civic assistance programs intended not only to provide relief 
and temporary solutions, but more so in teaching the importance of preparation and precaution," 
said Dellosa. 

************************************************** 

Senator Urges Bigger Cuts To Nuclear Arsenal 
(NEW YORK TIMES 15 JUN 12) By Thom Shanker 

WASHINGTON — The chairman of the Senate Armed Services Committee called on the 
Obama administration on Thursday to seek cuts in nuclear warheads far beyond the requirements 
of current treaties. 

The chairman, Senator Carl Levin, Democrat of Michigan, said the administration “should 
consider going far lower” than the warhead caps set by the New Start agreement with Russia, to 
bring the nation’s arsenal in line with a diminished nuclear threat and tighter military budgets. 

“I can’t see any reason for having as large an inventory as we are allowed to have under New 
Start, in terms of real threat, potential threat,” Mr. Levin said during a breakfast meeting with 
correspondents. 

Under the treaty, signed in 2010, Russia and the United States must reduce their deployed 
strategic warheads to 1,550 each over a six-year period, down from 2,200 under previous 
agreements. Thousands more warheads can be kept in storage as spares, and the limits do not 
apply to the hundreds of short-range nuclear weapons that each side has. 



“I am very much open to, and want the administration to feel, that they can think through this 
issue in terms of what numbers are still required, given the state of the world and where our 
threats are,” Mr. Levin said. 

A grave concern today is that nuclear weapons or their fissile components may fall into the hands 
of terrorist organizations, Mr. Levin said. “The more weapons that exist out there, the less secure 
we are, rather than the more secure we are,” he added. 

President Obama has set a goal of eventually eliminating all nuclear weapons, but the specific 
steps and timetable remain aspirational. The administration has nearly completed a review of 
warhead options for the president’s consideration, ranging from a figure near the New Start 
limits down to just 300 to 400 warheads. A middle option, with an arsenal of about 1,000 
warheads, has been gaining support among some government experts. Administration officials 
say Mr. Obama has not yet made his choice. 

Mr. Levin said he supported, in broad terms, the analysis set forth in a recent study by Gen. 
James E. Cartwright, the retired vice chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff and former 
commander of the nation’s nuclear arsenal. That study suggested that effective deterrence could 
be maintained with an arsenal of 900 strategic warheads. 

All three legs of the nation’s strategic nuclear triad — bombers, land-based missiles and 
submarines — are approaching retirement age. Facing an era of restricted spending, Pentagon 
planners do not want to invest in replacement weapons that may be retired quickly under any 
new round of negotiations to limit warheads. 

************************************************** 

U.S. Sequestration Won’t Happen, Levin Predicts 
(DEFENSE NEWS 14 JUN 12) By Rick Maze 

The U.S. Senate Armed Services Committee chairman predicted June 14 that Congress will find 
a way to avoid automatic budget cuts in January that could hurt national security, but he added 
that any ultimate budget agreement won’t leave the U.S. Defense Department unscathed. 

Pressure is building, particularly within the defense industry, to head off the automatic across-
the-board budget cuts scheduled to take effect in January under terms of last year’s Budget 
Control Act. 

Beginning as early as October — perhaps sooner — layoff notices could be delivered to defense 
industry workers, and possibly to some DoD civilian employees, as officials prepare for the 
possibility that Congress and the White House won’t come up with a compromise to avoid the 
automatic cuts. 



Sen. Carl Levin, D-Mich., who has chaired the armed services committee since 2007, said 
Thursday during a breakfast with defense reporters that he believes sequestration will be avoided 
in January, although he isn’t sure how — or when an agreement might be reached. 

He said he is optimistic about avoiding the cuts, which could reduce defense spending by 10 
percent, or about $55 billion, next year, “because 80 to 90 percent” of members of Congress 
want to prevent sequestration. 

Levin is concerned, however, that harm may result from waiting for lawmakers and the White 
House to reach the almost inevitable post-election, last-minute agreement to either avoid or 
postpone the budget cuts. 

Even if agreement is reached, he said, “If it comes too late, the specter of it could have a negative 
effect on the economy and on people’s lives.” 

Levin is pushing the idea of a pre-election bipartisan announcement of the intention to come up 
with a later budget agreement. He said such an announcement might soothe the stock markets 
and reassure the public, and could include some details on areas where lawmakers agree, such as 
extending middle-class tax cuts. 

The U.S. House of Representatives has passed a budget plan that would avoid sequestration 
while also reversing the cuts in defense approved last year as part of the Budget Control Act, but 
Levin discounted that plan as unworkable. 

Defense cuts, he said, will have to be part of any final agreement to achieve $1.2 trillion in 
deficit reduction over 10 years. He suggested a plan that would include about $200 billion over 
10 years in cuts in discretionary spending, with half coming from defense. The impact of a 
roughly $10 billion annual reduction in defense spending would be far less than the 
consequences of sequestration. 

Levin declined to specify how that $10 billion savings could be achieved, saying providing 
details at this point would not make it easier to get an agreement. 



U.S. security chiefs visit Saudi after royal death 
(REUTERS 20 JUN 12) By Phil Stewart 
 
U.S. security chiefs visited Saudi Arabia on Wednesday to convey President Barack Obama's 
condolences for the death of Crown Prince Nayef, underscoring the importance of a relationship 
seen as key in the battle against al Qaeda. 
 
The delegation was led by Defense Secretary Leon Panetta and included Federal Bureau of 
Investigation director Robert Mueller, Assistant to the President for Homeland Security, 
Counter-terrorism John Brennan and former Central Intelligence Agency director George Tenet. 
 
Mike Morrell, the CIA's deputy director, also joined the delegation which met Prince Salman, the 
new crown prince. 
 
"The president wanted me ... to convey to you not only our sorrow for your loss but also our best 
wishes to you in your new position," Panetta told Prince Salman at the Royal Court in Jeddah, 
where delegations from around the world were visiting. 
 
Nayef, who was interior minister for 37 years, built up a formidable domestic security apparatus 
which crushed al Qaeda inside the kingdom and has helped foil attempts by the militant group to 
attack international targets from its base in Yemen. 
 
"He played a pivotal role in strengthening the relationship between the United States and the 
kingdom of Saudi Arabia," Panetta said in a statement late on Tuesday. 
 
After the September 11, 2001, attacks on the United States, Prince Nayef was at first unwilling to 
accept that Saudi citizens could have participated, when they in fact made up 15 of the 19 
hijackers. 
 
But former diplomats to the kingdom said he later reversed this position and worked closely with 
U.S. security forces after a string of al Qaeda attacks hit targets inside Saudi Arabia. 
 
King Abdullah on Monday named Prince Salman, defense minister in the world's top oil 
exporter, as his new heir. 
 
Salman is responsible for Saudi Arabia's multi-billion dollar arms purchases which have 
historically been used to cement relations with key allies including Washington. 
 
However, analysts say Nayef's death will likely not affect the kingdom's security operations as 
his long-time deputy Prince Ahmed was appointed to replace him as interior minister. 
 
Nayef's son Prince Mohammed bin Nayef has stayed on as head of the security forces which 
have been praised by U.S. officials for expelling al Qaeda from Saudi Arabia. 
 



"Prince Nayef was involved in strategic decisions, not the day-to-day operational side, so I don't 
think we will see any change, particularly on counter terrorism," said Mustafa Alani, a security 
expert at the Gulf Research Centre based in Jeddah. 
 
"Prince Ahmed will endorse the operational policy of Prince Mohammed and continue the close 
relationship with the U.S., not only inside Saudi but on Yemen, Somalia ... It's region-wide," 
Alani added. 
 
After stepping off the plane, Panetta, in a dark suit, shook hands and smiled as he was greeted by 
the Saudi protocol chief. 
 
British Defense Secretary Philip Hammond and Prince Andrew the Duke of York offered 
condolences to Crown Prince Salman on Tuesday. 
 
********************************************** 
 
Putin Rules Out Intervention To Stop The Syrian Rebellion 
(NEW YORK TIMES 20 JUN 12) By Helene Cooper 
 
SAN JOSÉ DEL CABO, Mexico — President Vladimir V. Putin of Russia said Tuesday that the 
fate of President Bashar al-Assad of Syria should be left to the hands of the Syrians, saying that 
no one country has the right to tell another people whom their leader should be. 
 
Appearing at a freewheeling news conference here at the close of the Group of 20 summit 
meeting of world leaders, Mr. Putin expounded on a range of issues. He discussed the London 
Olympics (he plans to attend and said he was excited about watching the judo matches) as well 
as the agenda next year when Russia hosts the Group of 20 economic conference in St. 
Petersburg (he said he was worried about the strength of the United States dollar and America’s 
debt). 
 
His handlers seemed to try to end the news conference several times, but a smirking Mr. Putin 
would extend it for “one more question.” 
 
With a grin, he said, “Let’s not look like we are so professionally organized.” He appeared to 
enjoy the give-and-take with the reporters, some of whom cheered for him at the news 
conference’s close. 
 
He was asked if he had made the case to President Obama during their meeting the day before 
that Congress should hurry up and grant trade benefits to Russia now that Moscow has acceded 
to the World Trade Organization. “I didn’t make any case,” he replied. “What case do I need to 
make? If the Congress decides to adopt this new law, that’s up to them.” 
 
He said that for Russia, “U.S. trade is peanuts,” but he warned that the Kremlin would retaliate 
and bar trade benefits to American companies if Congress did something similar to Russia. 
 



One reporter asked Mr. Putin, a former K.G.B. colonel, with whom he would most like to take 
on a spy mission. 
 
“With nobody,” Mr. Putin said. “I’m not a spy anymore.” 
 
********************************************** 
 
Russian Ship Carrying Arms For Syria Turns Back 
British insurer cancels coverage for vessel loaded with helicopters 
 (WASHINGTON POST 20 JUN 12) By Karen DeYoung 
 
A Russian ship carrying attack helicopters to the Syrian government turned back toward home 
Tuesday after its London-based insurance carrier canceled coverage, following a warning from 
the British government that the delivery would violate European Union sanctions. 
 
U.S. and British officials said the ship, which had reached the North Sea near Scotland, appeared 
to be returning to its home port on the Baltic Sea. 
 
The Obama administration declined to claim credit for stopping the journey of the Russian-
owned merchant vessel Alaed. But the insurance tactic was originated by the Treasury 
Department four months ago to prevent at least two shipments of Syrian oil from reaching the 
open market via Iran, a senior administration official said. 
 
In the earlier episodes, the American insurer of a Liberian-flagged vessel and the European 
insurer of a Maltese-flagged ship both canceled coverage after being told they were violating 
U.S. and E.U. sanctions prohibiting any involvement in arms shipments or economic support for 
Syria, according to the official, who spoke on the condition of anonymity about the sensitive 
issue. 
 
The administration shared the tactic with its European allies, the official said. E.U. sanctions 
implemented two months ago prohibit insurance on Syrian goods. 
 
About a dozen M-25 helicopters aboard the Alaed were first sold to Syria during the Soviet era 
and had been returned to Russia some time ago for refurbishment. The Obama administration 
charged last week that the aircraft, which it said were on their way back to Syria, would be used 
in President Bashar al-assad’s attacks against civilians. 
 
The charge came amid an increasingly tense diplomatic standoff between Moscow and 
Washington. Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton said last week that Russia was supplying 
the Syrian military with the means to intensify its campaign against the rebel opposition. Russia, 
one of Syria’s strongest allies, has refused to join the U.S.-led campaign to pressure Assad to 
honor a U.N.-brokered cease-fire and negotiate a transfer of power. 
 
President Obama appeared to make little headway at the G-20 summit in Mexico in persuading 
President Vladimir Putin to join the international community in insisting that Assad step aside. 



Moscow has charged that the United States and its allies are fueling the Syrian conflict by 
assisting Syrian rebels. 
 
During a closed-door briefing at the United Nations on Tuesday, senior U.N. officials provided 
the Security Council with a grim account of their observer mission in Syria. Peacekeeping chief 
Herve Ladsous said he will probably have to reconfigure the mission because of the risks to 
observers, who have been repeatedly targeted by hostile crowds and come under indirect fire, 
and the lack of commitment by all parties to a political transition, according to a diplomat in the 
room. 
 
Syria’s ambassador to the United Nations, Bashar Al-Jaafari, told reporters outside the Security 
Council meeting that “we are a state, and we are free to buy weapons from wherever we want . . . 
there is no violation of international law.” 
 
In a radio interview Tuesday, Republican presidential candidate Mitt Romney repeated his 
charge that Obama has showed weakness and “extraordinary naivete” toward Russia. He asserted 
that Russia is a “geopolitical foe” that “consistently opposes our actions at the United Nations.” 
 
Administration officials appeared pleased with the success of the insurance gambit on two levels: 
It stopped the helicopter shipment and averted a direct confrontation with Russia. 
 
While calling the return of the helicopters to Syria “intolerable,” Pentagon spokesman Capt. John 
Kirby refused to gloat at a briefing for reporters. “I don’t think it suits anybody getting into any 
kind of finger-pointing game here at this point in time,” he said. 
 
Kirby confirmed reports that Russia plans to send three naval vessels with supplies and personnel 
to the Syrian port of Tartus, where it has a major installation. But he played down the 
significance of the move, saying that the United States has “no indication that these vessels and 
that material” were for any purpose other than to “resupply and to help with force protection.” 
 
The Russian Defense Ministry also quickly moved to deny reports that it is sending a warship to 
Syria or that it would conduct military exercises there along with Iran and China. Syria also 
denied such plans, which were reported by Fars, the Iranian news agency. 
 
Speaking to Parliament on Tuesday, British Foreign Secretary William Hague first announced 
that the Alaed would not make its delivery, saying that “the ship that was reported to be carrying 
arms to Syria has turned back.” 
 
The insurer, London-based Standard Club, said it canceled the coverage after being “made aware 
of the allegations that the Alaed was carrying munitions destined for Syria, which would be a 
clear breach of our rules.” 
 
“We consequently informed the ship owner that the insurance coverage ceased automatically in 
view of the nature of the voyage,” a Standard Club spokesman said in a telephone interview. 
 



“We would not support the breaking of E.U. sanctions,” said the spokesman, who refused to be 
identified or to comment on how the company was “made aware” of the sanctions issue. He said 
the Club, a mutual association of ship owners, had also canceled coverage for several other ships 
belonging to Femco, the Russian shipping company that owns the Alaed. “We’ve decided we 
don’t want that member in the Club anymore,” he said. 
 
********************************************** 
 
Turkish-Russian partnership should reach new strategic level 
(VOICE OF RUSSIA 20 JUN 12) 
 
It is expected that Turkey will announce in early July its final decision on the results of the 
tender on supplying missile defense systems to the Turkish Armed forces.  
 
According to media reports, the decision will be made on July 4 at a meeting of the Defense 
Industry Executive Committee. 
 
The tender has attracted substantial attention, particularly because of the number of contracts 
involved. According to the American internet-publication defencenews.com, Turkey is planning 
to spend 5.5 billion dollars on procuring missile defense systems. The same site writes that 
Russia’s Rosoboronexport, marketing the country’s S-300 “Antei-2500”, has serious chances of 
winning the tender. This is merely the technical side of the issue – there is also a political aspect. 
 
The US and a number of western countries are strongly against Turkey choosing the Russian 
systems, claiming that this could cause problems with their integration into the NATO missile 
defense. However, many Turkish officials have a different opinion. According to Milliyet daily 
newspaper, this is because the Turkish national air defense system is not part of NATO’s missile 
defense shield and Ankara has recently started to seriously consider diversifying the air defense 
systems deployed on Turkish territory. 
 
Director of Şirinoğlu Research Center in Ankara, former head of the Parliamentary Commission 
to Investigate Corruption, and Pulitzer Prize winner Ünal İnanç had his own take on the 
developments: 
 
“During WWII, Russia developed the AK-47 rifle and since then nobody has been able to 
develop anything better. Twenty years ago I visited Russia as a member of a delegation together 
with the Turkish Interior minister İsmet Sezgin and the commander of the Turkish Gendarmerie 
Eşref Bitlis. We came to Russia to buy arms. And why? Because Germany, who was our NATO 
ally, suddenly declared that Turkey had no right to purchase even plastic cartridges without 
NATO’s permission. As a result of that trip we purchased armored personnel carriers and 
military helicopters from Russia. And I believe nobody should have any questions about this. 
Why should Turkey not procure Russian arms if they are of good quality and at an acceptable 
price? I think that NATO membership should not be an obstacle towards strengthening 
cooperation between Russia and Turkey – especially if the buyer and the seller are both satisfied, 
which is the case now.” 
 



The chairman of the Turkish Veterans Association Korai Gurbuz believes that a Russian-Turkish 
partnership should reach a new strategic level. 
 
“This would be wrong if Turkey is dependant on the position of a particular country while 
procuring arms systems. In the past, Turkey experienced difficulties related to the sole use of 
American military technologies. To avoid such a situation, Turkey should use the best 
technologies from different countries. There should be an alternative and this would be for the 
benefit of all sides. It is obvious that Russian arms have certain advantages and Turkey should 
cooperate with Russia more actively.” 
 
Mr. Gurbuz continued that “We should be objective while procuring arms. Turkey should work 
with the country which will be able to supply the newest military technologies. And, naturally, 
procurement of such technologies means closer partnership in the technical field as well as 
personnel training and maneuvers. Personally, I am for strengthening Russian-Turkish 
cooperation in this sphere. And if it gets to a new strategic level, Turkey will only benefit from 
it.” 
 
Turkey is interested in diversifying its arms suppliers since this will make it more confident in 
dealing with its NATO allies. According to both Mr. İnanç and Mr. Gurbuz, it is not just about 
lowering the price – as western analysts might purport it as – but also strengthening Turkey’s 
own position. 
 
********************************************** 
 
US, New Zealand Sign Defense Cooperation Accord 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 19 JUN 12) 
 
The United States and New Zealand signed an agreement to expand defense cooperation but the 
deal does not alter Auckland's longstanding ban on port visits by nuclear-armed American 
warships, officials said. 
 
The accord was the latest in a series marking US attempts to shift its strategic focus to the Asia-
Pacific, as Washington keeps a wary eye on China's rising power. 
 
New Zealand's Defense Minister Jonathan Coleman said the accord called for a security dialogue 
as well as joint exercises and other collaborative efforts between the two countries' armed forces. 
 
"This high-level arrangement recognizes the significant security cooperation that exists between 
New Zealand and the US within the context of our independent foreign policy, and seeks to build 
upon that cooperation in the years ahead," Coleman said in a statement. 
 
The Pentagon said the partnership "will include security cooperation in areas such as maritime 
security cooperation, humanitarian assistance and disaster relief, and peacekeeping support 
operations." 
 



The agreement calls for bolstering "maritime domain awareness," a phrase that usually refers to 
the sharing of intelligence in monitoring naval traffic. 
 
Senior US officials have forged similar agreements with other countries in the region, including 
Australia, in a bid to counter China's growing military and economic might. 
 
Tuesday's deal illustrated a thawing of once chilly military relations between the two countries. 
 
Since 1985, New Zealand has refused to allow American nuclear-armed and nuclear-powered 
ships to dock at its ports. 
 
As Washington declines to reveal whether its ships are nuclear-powered or not, New Zealand has 
banned entry to all American naval vessels. 
 
A Pentagon spokeswoman said the agreement had not altered the disagreement that dates back to 
the Cold War era. 
 
"As for the port visits, while we value our strong partnership, our policies regarding nuclear 
ships do not fall in line and remain unchanged as a result of this declaration," Major Catherine 
Wilkinson told AFP. 
 
"US Navy and Coast Guard ships will not port into New Zealand, but we look forward to other 
opportunities to engage with New Zealand Defence Forces," she said. 
 
********************************************** 
 
Military instructor suspended over Islam course 
(REUTERS 20 JUNE 12) By David Alexander 

The instructor of a college course that taught top military officers the United States was at war 
with Islam has been relieved of teaching duties and the course ordered redesigned to reflect U.S. 
policy, a military spokesman said on Wednesday. 

The elective course at the National Defense University's Joint Forces Staff College included a 
slide that asserted "the United States is at war with Islam and we ought to just recognize that we 
are war with Islam," Pentagon officials said in April as they launched a review of the course. 

Colonel David Lapan, a spokesman for the chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, said on 
Wednesday a review of the course found that "institutional failures and in oversight and 
judgment" led to the course being modified over time in a way "that portrayed Islam almost 
entirely in a negative way." 

"The inquiry recommends the course be redesigned to include aspects of U.S. policy and reduce 
its reliance on external instruction," Lapan said in a statement. It also recommended improving 
oversight of course curricula. 



"The elective course's military instructor has been relieved of his instructor duties until his 
permanent change of station, which was previously planned for 2012," Lapan said. 

The inquiry also recommended a review of actions by two civilian employees of the staff college 
to see if disciplinary action was warranted. A second military officer will receive administrative 
counseling, Lapan said. 

General Martin Dempsey, chairman of the Joint Chiefs, ordered the review of the course on 
Islam and military education in general after a soldier complained about the content of the course 
entitled "Perspectives on Islam and Islamite Radicalism" at the Joint Forces Staff College in 
Norfolk, Virginia. 

Navy Captain John Kirby, a Pentagon spokesman, said in April that Defense Secretary Leon 
Panetta was deeply concerned about some of the materials being taught in the course, such as the 
slide suggesting the United States was at war with Islam. 

"That's not at all what we believe to be the case. We're at war against terrorism, specifically al 
Qaeda, who has a warped view of the Islamic faith," Kirby said. 

Discovery of the course material embarrassed the military at a time when U.S. officials were 
trying to mend U.S. ties with the Muslim world following a spate of incidents in Afghanistan, 
including the burning of copies of the Koran and pictures showing U.S. soldiers posing with 
corpses of Afghans.  

********************************************** 
 
Lockheed warns on costs of further U.S. defense cuts 
(REUTERS  20 JUNE 12) By Andrea Shalal-Esa  

WASHINGTON (Reuters) - Lockheed Martin Corp , the Pentagon's largest supplier, said on 
Tuesday it could face hundreds of millions of dollars in business claims from suppliers if $500 
billion in additional defense spending cuts take effect in January, as currently mandated. 

Lockheed Chief Executive Bob Stevens said further cuts required under the process called 
"sequestration" would cause massive disruption across the defense industry, resulting in 
extensive layoffs, facilities closures and an erosion of quality. 

"From an industry perspective, the near-term horizon is completely obscured by a fog of 
uncertainty," Stevens told reporters on Tuesday, calling it a "fiction" that the U.S. defense 
industry was robust enough to survive additional cuts. 

Lockheed officials say they expect to complete within the next few weeks their own assessment 
of the impact of the additional budget cuts, which come on top of $487 billion in cuts already 
slated to take effect over the next decade. 



U.S. lawmakers are considering various ways to avert the additional slashes, but no one has any 
clear answers for Lockheed and other major U.S. defense contractors. 

The additional defense cuts are part of $1.2 trillion in U.S. budget cuts triggered after a 
congressional committee failed to reach agreement on other ways to reduce the cavernous federal 
deficit. 

Republicans want to slash federal spending on education and other programs to trim the deficit, 
while Democrats have said some tax reforms are needed. Lawmakers on both sides have said 
they hope to avoid the mandatory defense cuts. 

Stevens said the sequestration cuts could trim 10 percent of programs across the board in just the 
first year, which would carve about $3.8 billion from its annual total of $38 billion in 
government contracts, potentially triggering thousands of claims from its 43,000 suppliers. 

Many of those smaller companies have signed fixed-price contracts with Lockheed that would 
need to be restructured or renegotiated if spending cuts took effect, he said. Lockheed would 
then bundle those claims and bring them to the Pentagon, he said. 

"We're talking about very substantial amounts of money in claims and requests for equitable 
adjustment for business disruption," he told Reuters in an interview after delivering a speech to 
reporters. Asked if the claims could total tens of millions of dollars, Stevens said, "I think it's 
greater than that." 

BLUNT FORCE 

Stevens said the process would deliver a "blunt force trauma" to the overall industry, hitting 
small businesses especially hard and setting back the Obama administration's drive to rebuild the 
U.S. high-tech manufacturing base. 

"How much real savings is there going to be?" he asked, noting that the government would 
ultimately have to bear the cost of breaking thousands of contracts. 

Additional budget cuts could also force Lockheed to lay off about 10 percent of its current 
workforce of 123,000, Stevens said, noting that current law requires the company to give 
employees 60 to 90 days' notice of possible job cuts. 

He said Lockheed had already reduced its workforce by about 18 percent over the past three 
years. 

Given the current lack of information about which weapons programs would be affected, the 
company could have to notify every single one of its employees as early as October or November 
- just before the U.S. presidential election - about possible layoffs, he said. 



Bruce Tanner, Lockheed's chief financial officer, said the cuts could result in a total of 500,000 
job losses next year alone, including about half from the federal government and 100,000 to 
200,000 across the defense industry. 

Stevens said Lockheed was continuing to attack its overhead costs, cut capital spending, reduce 
outlays for research and development and consolidate facilities to prepare for leaner times. 

Tanner told Reuters that Lockheed had in the past spent its own money to maintain suppliers, 
when defense budgets were tied up in Congress, but it would be increasingly difficult to justify 
such spending given the uncertainty of sequestration. 

He said the prospect of sequestration was also having a chilling effect on mergers and 
acquisitions activity in the sector, since companies were unwilling to make commitments to buy 
or sell assets until it was clear whether the automatic budget cuts could be averted. 

"No one in their right mind should be doing a defense deal between now and January 2," when 
the further budget cuts are due to take effect, Tanner said. He added that he could not imagine 
lawmakers allowing the cuts to take effect. 

 



(Early Bird) 

In Grapevine, Panetta Calls Education Of Military Children A Matter Of 
National Security 
(FORT WORTH STAR-TELEGRAM 28 JUN 12) By Chris Vaughn 

GRAPEVINE -- Forty-four percent of the men and women in the armed forces are moms or 
dads. 

One and a half million of their children are school-age. Their education isn't just important for 
their own well-being. It is also a matter of "national security" because it is crucial to attracting 
and retaining an all-volunteer force, according to Defense Secretary Leon Panetta, who spoke 
Wednesday at the Gaylord Texan Resort & Convention Center. 

"The bottom line is that our military is better able to defend the country when we address the 
long-term educational needs of their children," Panetta said in an opening speech at the two-day 
national conference of the Military Child Education Coalition. 

The coalition, a nonprofit based in Harker Heights, outside Fort Hood, was formed 15 years ago 
by former Killeen Assistant Superintendent Mary M. Keller to help teachers, counselors, social 
workers and other professionals address the particular challenges of military children. It has also 
raised the children's profile within the Defense Department and Capitol Hill. 

Its success is visible not only in Panetta's visit Wednesday but also in the surprising number of 
high-level guests he led. Army Gen. Martin Dempsey, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, 
spoke later Wednesday afternoon, as did his wife, Deanie. 

Today, Army Gen. Raymond Odierno, Air Force Gen. Norton Schwartz, Navy Adm. Jonathan 
Greenert and Air National Guard Gen. Craig McKinley, all chiefs of their services, are scheduled 
to participate in a round-table discussion. 

Never have so many heavy hitters spoken at one of the coalition's conferences. 

"In my 20 years in Congress, I had hundreds of lobbyists come into my office, but few of them 
ever lobbied for military kids," said coalition board member Chet Edwards, who represented 
Central Texas in the House. "That's exactly what MCEC does. And it shows the great respect 
they have in the Pentagon that so many of its top leaders have shown up here." 

Panetta said military children face enough challenges in peacetime. The children of a career 
service member will move an average of eight times during their school years. They will spend 
long periods away from their parents, and they will move between school systems that differ in 
quality, he said. 



But the demands of the last decade at war in Iraq and Afghanistan, including thousands of 
children who have buried a parent or had a parent return with disabilities, have made life tougher 
for them, he said. 

"The last decade of war has placed a heavy burden on those who have served, but it has also 
placed a heavy burden on their children as well," Panetta said. "... These sacrifices, large and 
small, take a toll on military children over time. But one thing that military parents should never 
have to sacrifice is the education of their children." 

The coalition provides schools, parents, physicians, counselors, parents and students with tools 
and resources for dealing with those issues. 

Carol Ormand, a 10th-grade English teacher at Belton High School, has a lifetime of relevant 
experience. She is a Marine Corps "brat," is married to a Fort Hood-based soldier and is the 
mother of a young sailor. 

She said the coalition has been invaluable to her in helping some of the 226 military teenagers at 
Belton High, where she coordinates a peer support group. 

"They've taught me how to recognize those kids who may be struggling and how to connect 
those kids together," said Ormand, who was at the conference. "Sometimes the last thing a 
struggling kid wants to hear from is another adult. But just connecting them to another kid who 
has been there, done that really helps them understand they're not alone." 

Besides the coalition's work, Panetta said, the Defense Department has placed a high priority on 
getting states to sign a compact to alleviate problems with course credits, extracurricular 
eligibility and immunizations when military children move between states. Forty-three states, 
including Texas, have signed it. 

The Defense Department is also awarding $60 million to public schools on military bases, 
including at Fort Bliss in El Paso, and tens of millions of dollars more in the coming years to 
improve services and facilities used by large numbers of military children. He said the Pentagon 
is also modernizing and improving the schools that it runs. 

"In equipping our military children with the best education, the best knowledge, the best skills 
they need for the future, the department is investing in its own future," he said. "Many of these 
young men and women will follow in the tracks of their parents and join the military 
themselves." 

That the defense secretary is even talking about military children seemed unimaginable when 
Patty Shinseki was a young Army wife during the Vietnam War. Shinseki, a coalition board 
member, is the wife of Veterans Affairs Secretary Eric Shinseki, a former Army chief of staff. 



"We did not have any of this," she said. "I have seen it evolve over time, and what I see now is 
wonderful. But there are many more things that need to be done. We need to keep focusing on 
what is best for the kids." 

********************************** 

Situation calm in Strait of Hormuz: US Navy chief 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 27 JUN 12)   

WASHINGTON — The Strait of Hormuz has been relatively "quiet" in the past two months 
without major confrontations between American and Iranian warships, the US Navy's chief said 
Wednesday. 

The USS Abraham Lincoln aircraft carrier passed through the Strait on Wednesday without 
incident, one of two carriers deployed to the region, Admiral Jonathan Greenert told a news 
conference. 

"Things have been -- relatively speaking -- quiet in that regard," he said, adding that Iranian 
naval forces "have been professional and courteous, committing to the rules of the road." 

The Lincoln, and another carrier, the USS Enterprise, will remain in the region part of what the 
Pentagon calls a routine naval presence. 

The Iranian Revolutionary Guard previously had operated "too close" at times, he said. 

"But frankly, that hasn't happened recently. And when I say 'recently,' I'd say in the last couple of 
months," the admiral said. 

Iran's military drills appeared to be "in accordance with their routine," he said. 

Tensions spiked in December and January as Iran threatened to close the narrow strait -- through 
which about one-fifth of the world's traded oil passes -- if Western countries boycotted Iranian 
oil exports. 

Speed boats from Iran's Revolutionary Guards also approached dangerously close to US naval 
ships. 

Since December, the US Navy has moved to bolster its presence in the Gulf. 

Four mine sweeper ships are due to arrive in the area Saturday, joining four other mine sweeping 
vessels already in the region, according to the Fifth Fleet. 

The Navy also has MH-53 Sea Stallion helicopters stationed in Bahrain, home to the Fifth Fleet 
headquarters. 



The USS Ponce, an old amphibious warship that has been converted into a "floating base," 
departed Norfolk, Virginia on June 1 and is scheduled to arrive in the Gulf at the end of June or 
the beginning of July, the Fifth Fleet said. 

The ship is supposed to support counter-mine operations and coastal patrols. 

********************************** 

Iran eases off on maritime confrontation, Greenert says 
(STARS AND STRIPES 27 JUN 12) By Chris Carroll 

WASHINGTON—From a naval perspective at least, the United States’ confrontation with Iran 
over the regime’s nuclear program has cooled off, Chief of Naval Operations Adm. Jonathan 
Greenert said Wednesday. 

Around the beginning of 2012, Iran took an increasingly bellicose line over U.S. operations in 
the Persian Gulf, threatening to mine the Strait of Hormuz and sending small craft to harass U.S. 
ships in the area. But such threats have mostly evaporated in recent months, Greenert said in a 
Pentagon press conference. 

“They have been professional and courteous, committing to the rules of the road – I’m talking 
about the Iranian navy,” he said. “We have had some times before when the Iranian 
Revolutionary Guard has tended to maybe close a little too close, but frankly, that hasn’t 
happened recently.” 

Greenert showed a refined version of Navy’s global plan for ship basing under the United States’ 
much-heralded rebalance to the Pacific, a strategy that hangs in the balance while politicians 
haggle over deficits and the threat of sequestration-induced budget cuts. Under the Navy’s 
current plan, ships in the western Pacific would go from 50 to 58 by 2020, while in the Middle 
East they would rise from 25 to 34. 

Some of the ships to be based in the Middle East would likely be smaller vessels like the new 
littoral combat ships and mobile landing platforms, allowing “higher end” surface combat ships 
like destroyers and cruisers to be restationed in the Pacific, he said. 

Also Wednesday, Greenert announced his selection for the top enlisted position in the Navy. 
Fleet Master Chief Petty Officer Michael D. Stevens, currently serving at Fleet Forces Command 
in Norfolk, Va., will become the Navy’s Master Chief Petty Officer of the Navy in September, 
relieving current MCPON Rick D. West. 



********************************** 

Manila says Chinese boats back in disputed lagoon 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 27 JUN 12) By Jim Gomez 

Chinese fishing boats have returned to a lagoon in a disputed South China Sea shoal despite an 
agreement to clear the area of all vessels, dashing hopes of an early resolution of a territorial rift 
with the Philippines, officials in Manila said Wednesday. 

Meanwhile, Vietnam protested a Chinese state oil company’s invitation for bids for energy 
development in different area of the South China Sea, adding to concern that tension in the 
disputed waters could escalate. 

Various longstanding disputes involving China, the Philippines, Vietnam, Taiwan, Malaysia and 
Brunei straddle busy sea lanes that are believed to be rich in oil and gas deposits. Many fear the 
disputes could spark a violent conflict. 

The current standoff between China and the Philippines in the Scarborough Shoal off the 
northwestern Philippines began in April when the Philippines accused Chinese fishermen of 
poaching in its exclusive economic zone, including the shoal. During the tensions, both sides 
have sent government ships to the area. 

A recent agreement saw both countries withdraw vessels, but the Philippines Department of 
Foreign Affairs spokesman, Raul Hernandez, said six Chinese fishing boats and 17 smaller 
dinghies were spotted by a Philippine plane inside the lagoon on Monday afternoon. He said five 
Chinese government ships were sighted outside the lagoon in the vicinity of the shoal. 

Hernandez urged China to abide by its commitment in talks aimed at diffusing the rift. 

“It is important for parties in negotiations and discussion on any issue to always act in good 
faith,’’ he told reporters. 

The Chinese Embassy in Manila did not immediately reply to a request for comment. 

The United States, which says it has a national interest in the maintenance of peace and stability 
in the South China Sea, urged calm on both sides. 

“It’s in the interest of the United States and frankly, we believe, all the players, to see a de-
escalation and calming process play out,’’ Campbell told a seminar at a Washington think tank. 
He said he was heartened that Manila and Beijing were discussing the issue, and expressed hope 
for progress in resolving the standoff before an Asian security forum to be held in Cambodia 
next month where nations will be discussing how to manage the South China Sea disputes. 

He warned that the disputes are long-standing and have stirred up nationalist sentiments. He said 
it was vital to deal with them with “extreme delicacy.’’ 



In Hanoi, Vietnam protested a weekend announcement by the China National Offshore Oil 
Corp., or CNOOC, that it was opening nine oil and gas lots for international bidders, in areas 
overlapping with existing Vietnamese exploration blocks. 

Vietnam Foreign Ministry spokesman Luong Thanh Nghi said the lots being offered by China lie 
entirely within Vietnam’s 200-nautical mile exclusive economic zone and continental shelf. He 
said in a statement posted Tuesday on the ministry’s website that China’s move was illegal and 
the bidding should cease immediately. 

PetroVietnam President and CEO Do Van Hau told a news briefing in Hanoi on Wednesday that 
the Vietnam-owned oil and gas company would go ahead with exploration contracts it signed 
with foreign oil companies in offshore areas now being offered by the Chinese company to 
investors. 

He urged foreign companies to ignore the Chinese offer. 

The exploration areas CNOOC offered to international bidders overlap with the exploration 
contracts PetroVietnam signed with ExxonMobil, Russia’s Gazprom, India’s ONGC, and PVEP, 
a PetroVietnam affiliate, he said, adding the foreign companies have been conducting 
exploration in the area for many years. 

Bonnie Glaser, a China expert at the Center for Strategic and International Studies in 
Washington, said it appeared to be the first time since 1992 China has offered blocks for 
exploration inside disputed waters. She said the move would trigger concern in the U.S. and the 
region, and did not bode well for the China and Vietnam managing their competing claims. 

Glaser said major U.S. companies would think twice about participating in the bidding because 
of the high potential for some kind of conflict breaking out. 

In Beijing, Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesman Hong Lei told a news conference Wednesday 
that it was natural for the state oil company to seek bids to explore the areas. Hong said China 
hopes Vietnam “will not further complicate and aggravate the dispute.’’ 

********************************** 

 ‘Sri Lankan Navy should stop harassing fishermen’ 
Tamil Nadu Chief Minister Jayalalithaa writes to Prime Minister Manmohan Singh on the plight 
of Indian fishermen "traditionally fishing" in contentious Katchatheevu 
(THE HINDU 28 JUN 12) 

CHENNAI— Observing that Indian fishermen hailing from Tamil Nadu have been “traditionally 
fishing” in contentious Katchatheevu, Chief Minister Jayalalithaa on Thursday urged Prime 
Minister Manmohan Singh to ask Colombo to stop its navy from harassing them. 



Referring to the latest incident, she said fishermen in 45 boats fishing near Katchatheevu on June 
26 were harassed by Sri Lankan Navy personnel. 

They reportedly chased the fishermen away after cutting the ropes and damaging nets of 10 
boats, resulting in a huge loss to the fishermen, she said in a letter to Dr. Singh. 

“You are aware that I have brought to your kind attention the various incidents of attack on 
Indian fishermen from Tamil Nadu by the Sri Lankan Navy/miscreants within the past 12 months 
and sought your intervention,” she said. 

This latest incident of harassment has shocked the state of Tamil Nadu and created a 
“psychological fear” in the minds of the fishermen, she said. 

“I wish to reiterate that from time immemorial fishermen of Tamil Nadu have been traditionally 
fishing in the waters near Katchatheevu, notwithstanding any geographical or political 
boundaries,” she said. 

The Chief Minister requested Singh to take up the issue with Sri Lanka and impress upon them 
the need to instruct their Navy to exercise restraint and refrain from harassing “innocent” Indian 
fishermen pursuing their livelihood in their traditional waters, she said. 

Katchatheevu, an islet on the Palk Straits, was ceded to Sri Lanka by India in 1974. 

Sri Lanka has been objecting to Tamil Nadu fishermen fishing in that area. 

********************************** 
RIMPAC 2012 to Feature More Participants, Biofuel Use 
(American Forces Press Service 28 JUN 12) By Army Sgt. 1st Class Tyrone C. Marshall Jr. 

WASHINGTON, June 27, 2012 – This year’s Rim of the Pacific naval exercise will feature a 
larger group of participating countries seeking to develop better maritime cooperation, Navy 
Adm. Jonathan W. Greenert, chief of naval operations, told Pentagon reporters today. 

“We've been doing RIMPAC for over 40 years now, and this year is different because it's 
bigger,” Greenert said. “We have somewhere on the order of 42 ships … from 22 countries here 
this year. Twelve of them will bring units, and that's sort of extraordinary.” 

The RIMPAC exercise, hosted by the U.S. Pacific Fleet, is the world's largest international 
maritime exercise, according to its website. The exercise, which begins June 29, is the 23rd in a 
series that began in 1971. 

“RIMPAC provides a unique training opportunity that helps participants foster and sustain the 
cooperative relationships that are critical to ensuring the safety of sea lanes and security on the 
world's oceans,” its webpage states. 



Greenert noted the 12 countries providing units at RIMPAC 2012 will include ships, some 
aircraft and even submarines. 

The United States, Russia, Peru, Canada, Australia, Japan, India, France, South Korea, Malaysia, 
Singapore, Indonesia are among the 20-plus nations taking part in the exercise, Greenert said. 

“So we've got really a worldwide exercise here,” Greenert said. 

The admiral said this year’s exercise will also feature vessels using biofuel. The U.S. Navy has 
experimented with biofuel consisting of a 50/50 mix of regular petroleum fuel and algae-derived, 
hydro-processed oil.  

“What is different about RIMPAC? Well, we will have a carrier strike group there with the 
carrier, the [guided missile destroyers], and the supporting ship operating on biofuel,” Greenert 
said. 

********************************** 

(Early Bird) 
U.S. zaps target in high-stakes missile shield test 
(REUTERS 27 JUN 12) By Jim Wolf 

U.S. forces using a new Raytheon Co interceptor missile downed another missile in space in a 
high-stakes test of a shield built to thwart growing capabilities of countries like North Korea and 
Iran. 

The mission off Hawaii late Tuesday was against a medium-range, separating ballistic missile, 
the Pentagon agency responsible for it said. The mock warhead split from the target's booster 
section, presenting what is supposed to be a more realistic attack scenario. 

"Initial indications are that all components performed as designed resulting in a very accurate 
intercept," the Missile Defense Agency, or MDA, said in a statement Wednesday. 

Richard Lehner, an agency spokesman, declined to say whether the drill incorporated decoys or 
other so-called countermeasures of the type an enemy likely would use to confuse the defense. 

"We don't divulge presence of countermeasures in any of our missile defense tests," he said by 
email. 

The United States plans to deploy increasingly capable versions of Raytheon's Standard Missile-
3 through 2020 to help counter missiles that might some day be capable of delivering chemical, 
biological or nuclear warheads from Iran or North Korea. 



The new model, dubbed Block 1B, is to be put in land-based launchers in Romania in 2015 as 
well as on ships. It is a key part of President Barack Obama's plan to guard NATO's European 
territory from Iran, at odds with many countries over its nuclear program. 

The event was the second successful flight test of the new interceptor after it had failed to hit its 
target in September 2011, the first attempt. The previous successful test, on May 9, involved a 
less challenging, non-separating target missile. 

'CRITICAL ACCOMPLISHMENT' 

The latest test marked a "critical accomplishment" for the current phase of Obama's so-called 
Phased Adaptive Approach to missile defense in Europe, the MDA said. 

Production of the new model, delayed after the initial intercept failure, will start in the fall, 
Lehner told Reuters on Tuesday. 

Obama's fiscal 2013 budget request calls for 29 of the new interceptors in the first production 
batch, down from 42 projected a year earlier, amid Pentagon budget scalebacks to meet deficit-
reduction requirements. 

Japan also is expected to seek the Block 1B interceptor now that there have been two successful 
flight tests in a row, Wes Kremer, Raytheon's executive in charge of the program, said in a 
telephone interview. 

The test was the 23rd successful intercept in 28 flight test firings for the overall Lockheed Martin 
Corp's ship-based Aegis ballistic missile defense system. 

Aegis is the sea-based leg of a layered U.S. shield that also includes some 30 three-stage 
interceptors in silos in Alaska and California in a ground-based program managed by Boeing Co. 
The United States is spending about $10 billion a year to develop, test and deploy missile 
defenses. 

A total of 28 specially equipped Aegis warships - 24 in the U.S. Navy and four in the Japanese 
Maritime Self-Defense Force - now have the capability to engage ballistic missiles and perform 
long-range surveillance and tracking missions. The number of such ships is expected to rise to 36 
by 2014. 

At 11:15 p.m. Hawaii Standard Time on Tuesday (0915 GMT Wednesday), the target missile 
was launched from the Pacific Missile Range Facility on Kauai, Hawaii, MDA said. 

The USS LAKE ERIE, positioned off the coast of Hawaii, tracked it with onboard radar and 
launched the interceptor in response. 

Using only the force of a direct impact, it collided with and destroyed the target in space in a so-
called hit-to-kill intercept. 



The SM-3's newest model incorporates an enhanced two-color infrared seeker and uses short 
bursts of precision propulsion to steer toward incoming targets. 

The target in the test, with a substantial range and the second, separating stage, reflects 
capabilities already in Iranian and North Korean arsenals, said Riki Ellison, a prominent U.S. 
missile-defense advocate who watched the test from Kauai. 

Taylor Lawrence, president of Raytheon's Missile Systems unit, said test scenarios would 
become more complex "as we demonstrate the full capability of the SM-3 Block IB against more 
advanced threats." 

********************************** 

CNO: More ships deploy to meet growing missions 
(NAVY TIMES 27 JUN 12) By Sam Fellman 

Your odds of deploying are high and getting higher. 

Over the next four years, the number of ships and subs deployed will jump by 15 percent, the 
Navy’s top officer said Wednesday. The high op-tempo will occur as the service forward-bases 
more hulls to grapple with a demanding mission load and a strategic shift to the Pacific. 

The Navy is already answering all bells: strike group cruises are now stretching out to nine 
months to meet the Pentagon’s requirement for two aircraft carriers to patrol 5th Fleet for most 
of the year. 

The fleet’s deployment pace is accelerating, according to figures Chief of Naval Operations 
Adm. Jon Greenert presented. These show that the tally of ships and attack boats deployed at any 
time rises from 93 today to 107 by late 2016. 

Even so, the future plan is to dial back to one carrier in 5th Fleet, Greenert said in his first 
Pentagon press conference. This move, if approved by Defense Secretary Leon Panetta, will 
relieve pressure on flattops and escorts, which make up much of the surface fleet. 

As for the rise, Greenert attributed much of it to new platforms, such as the afloat forward 
staging base, and more forward basing, including last year’s decision to homeport four 
destroyers in Rota, Spain for ballistic missile defense coverage. 

“If I forward deploy four ships in Rota, they’re always deployed. They are always on a tether and 
available to that combatant commander,” Greenert said, adding that there should be two littoral 
combat ships based in Singapore by fiscal year 2017. 

However, it was unclear from the statistics whether new and forward-based platforms — AFSB, 
mobile landing platform, joint high speed vessels, four Rota-based destroyers and two LCS hulls 
in Singapore — accounted for all of the 14 more deployed ships projected for late 2016. 



The largest presence increase will be in 5th Fleet, which will go from 25 ships to 34, followed by 
7th Fleet, which will go from 50 to 55. 

The dock landing ship Ponce will be retrofitted into the AFSB and operated by Military Sealift 
Command, a logistics arm of the Navy that will also run joint high speed vessels. MSC ships 
typically stay at sea much longer than warships, an advantage that provides more time at sea per 
hull. 

“When we complete the afloat forward staging base, that ship will deploy, it’ll be a [Military] 
Sealift Command crew,” Greenert continued. “That means it will deploy 270 days a year.” 

He added: “It’s the evolution of these ships that are coming in and the way we operate them, be it 
forward-deployed or be it with civilian mariners.” 

********************************** 

Navy move to Mayport still unaffordable, says Greenert 
(THE HILL 27 JUN 12) By Carlo Munoz 

The Navy still cannot afford to move portions of its fleet down to its Mayport, Fla., facility, 
despite the service's continued investment into its shipyards headquartered there.  

At issue is a proposed plan to move one of the Navy's aircraft carriers from the service's main 
shipyard in Norfolk,Va., down to the Mayport facility. Service officials announced it would be 
moving a Marine Corps Amphibious Ready Group down to Florida on June 16.  

The first of those three ships in the group, the USS New York, will head down to Mayport by 
2013. The USS Iwo Jima and USS Fort McHenry will follow in 2014, according to a service 
statement.  

But due to increasing pressure on the Navy's bottom line, service officials have yet to pull the 
trigger on the carrier move, Chief of Naval Operations Adm. Jonathan Greenert said on 
Wednesday.  

"We're upgrading the pier in Mayport. It will be able to take a carrier visit and be able to do some 
maintenance there," Greenert told reporters at the Pentagon. "[But] right now we just don't have 
the fiscal resources to conduct a carrier move."  

The Florida and Virginia congressional delegations have been battling over the proposed carrier 
move on Capitol Hill since the Navy began considering the shift.  

Rep. Ander Crenshaw (R-Fla.) hailed the Marine Corps deployment to Mayport as a boon for the 
state's floundering shipbuilding industry.  



However, the Florida Republican said he would continue to push for a carrier deployment to 
Mayport, in spite of the Navy's fiscal woes.  

“My fight continues for all parts of the Mayport equation, including the future homeporting of a 
nuclear aircraft carrier,” he said in a statement released shortly after the Navy announced its 
plans for the Marine Corps Ready Group.  

Proponents of the carrier move argue that having the ships deployed to different points along the 
Eastern seaboard would make them less susceptible to a Pearl Harbor-type attack.  

Currently, all Navy carriers deployed on the East Coast are stationed in Norfolk.  

Opponents of the shift argue the money needed to get the Mayport shipyard ready to support a 
carrier move would be better spent in the service's operations or procurement accounts.  

********************************** 

(Early Bird) 

Navy Attempts Culture Change On Sexual Assaults 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 27 JUN 12) ... Brock Vergakis 

 NORFOLK, Va. -- The commanding officer of the USS Bataan walked into the wardroom of his 
amphibious-assault ship where about 200 mostly young Sailors were crammed into chairs, along 
walls and behind the salad bar and wasted no time getting to the point: Sailors don't let other 
Sailors commit sexual assault. 

"It's a crime and everyone needs to understand that it's a crime," Capt. Erik Ross said after a third 
of those in the room raised their hand to say they knew a victim of sexual assault. "You and I 
need to look ourselves in the mirror. We need to understand that you're on duty 24/7. Even 
though you're out on the town on liberty ... it's your duty to interfere. It's your duty to intervene. 
That's it." 

Frustrated by a lack of progress in reducing sexual assaults among Sailors, the Navy has put 
unprecedented attention on the issue this year. High-ranking Navy leaders are likening it to their 
crusade years ago to stop rampant drug abuse and say it is not only dehumanizing to the victims 
but also threatens their operational readiness. 

Regardless of location, most sexual assaults in the Navy occur after a night of drinking and 
officials say many of them could be prevented if someone had spoken up sooner to stop that 
chain of events. The focus is nothing short of an attempt at a significant cultural shift in the 
Navy, where men and women work in close quarters and often go out drinking together in 
foreign ports after months at sea. 

Navy leaders acknowledge sexual assault is an uncomfortable topic for people to talk about, and 
that's part of the problem they're trying to fix. 



"The challenge I believe our fleet leadership is faced with is breaking the many taboos that are 
often associated with sexual assaults," Adm. John Harvey, commander of U.S. Fleet Forces 
Command said. "But just as we have taken on other significant problems that impact our 
readiness such as drunk driving, drug use, dealing properly with PTSD and taking on motorcycle 
safety, we must also take on sexual assault by pulling back the curtain of secrecy and by facing 
head on the reality of sexual assault in our Navy." 

The reality is that the Navy receives two to three reports of sexual assault a day and has for 
several years. While the Navy has long taught the importance of preventing sexual assaults, 
Navy officials say it hasn't worked its way deep enough into the command climate to result in 
significant changes. 

In 2011, there were 610 reports of sexual assault. That's one less than the previous year. 

Critics say while it's a good thing the military is focusing on preventing sexual assaults, they say 
real change won't occur until there are more successful prosecutions. The Defense Department 
has estimated that 86 percent of sexual assaults go unreported, an indication that some are 
worried about the effect reporting an assault may have on their career as well as their mistrust of 
the military prosecution system. 

"They do say they want to change, but I feel a lot of it is lip service until we see a higher 
prosecution rate, until we see more rapists sent to prison for rape," said Panayiota Bertzikis, 
executive director of the Military Rape Crisis Center. "The bottom line is a felony has been 
committed and they have to start treating it as a felony." 

To that end, the Department of Defense recently announced plans for each service to have 
"special victim unit" capabilities to ensure that specially trained investigators, prosecutors and 
victim-witness assistance personnel are available to handle sexual assault cases. That is intended 
to help with evidence collection, interviewing and court martial proceedings. As part of the 
initiative, a higher level of command would address the most serious sexual assault offenses. In 
the Navy, that means someone at the captain level. That change goes into effect Thursday. The 
idea is for leaders to take over responsibility and be accountable for sexual assault problems. 

The fact that Harvey is openly drawing attention to the Navy's problem addressing the issue is a 
non-too-subtle sign to Sailors that Navy leadership won't tolerate it any longer. 

It's a problem that has drawn the attention of the Navy's top officer, Chief of Naval Operations 
Adm. Jonathan Greenert. 

"I've been at this in earnest for almost three years saying we have got to do something about this. 
And the numbers aren't changing. We have about 600 of these a year," Greenert told Sailors 
aboard the aircraft carrier USS George H.W. Bush in April, according to a Navy transcript. "So 
today about two Sailors are going to sexually assault two other Sailors. That's the statistics. I 
don't know if that bothers you, but it bothers the hell out of me." 



The Navy required every Sailor to undergo two hours of sexual assault awareness training in 
April. Although the training could be tailored to each ship or command's unique circumstance, it 
generally covered what sexual assault is, the options to report it and how to prevent it. Among 
other things, a video was shown aboard the Bataan of a Sailor who chose not to intervene when 
he saw another man being overly aggressive toward a woman at a bar. After he left, the man 
struck the woman. 

"This is a sensitive subject. A lot of folks don't like to talk about it," said Senior Chief Rhonda 
Przybylski, the Bataan's sexual assault prevention and response trainer. "It's not usually a general 
topic of conversation at dinner or the mess decks. It's not like talking about the weather or 
buying a new car." 

During her training session, Przybylski frequently tried to connect sexual assaults on a personal 
level to those in the room, telling them that enlisted Sailors in their early 20s were the most 
likely to become a victim. 

Seaman Samuel Havens, an interior communications fireman aboard the Bataan from Carson 
City, Nev., said he's been in the Navy for about two years and that the training opened his eyes to 
what a problem sexual assault is. 

"I really didn't realize it happened as much as it does," he said after stopping by a sexual assault 
awareness table on the ship. "Obviously, it's a big deal. As much as it happens it should be a big 
deal." 

Navy leaders acknowledge that education alone won't eradicate sexual assault, but if they can get 
Sailors like Havens talking about it below deck in the mess halls and in the ranks it could lead to 
positive peer pressure. 

"We can all make a difference. It may not be a huge effect on a huge scale. If you stop one 
sexual assault, and maybe it's your mother, or your daughter or your best friend or your neighbor, 
you're making a difference in society. We have to take this out of the context of just being in the 
military and think about being a good person all around," Przybylski said. 



San Diego ships in biggest-ever naval exercises 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 17 JUL 12) By Jeanette Steele  

HONOLULU — The San Diego warship Princeton maybe didn’t win the shooting competition 
Monday, despite the crew’s hard work in the Hawaii heat. 

Its five-inch gun blew a fuse after a few shots, thereby showing the point of the Rim of the 
Pacific exercises every two years: to practice major naval maneuvers. 

As the Pentagon shifts its focus to the Pacific after 11 years of desert warfare, the number of 
nations attracted to these month-long international maritime war games has exploded. 

Twenty-two countries — notably Russia for the first time — paid their own way to Hawaii, even 
a 21-man contingent of Marines from tiny Tonga and a platoon of Malaysian army rangers. Two 
years ago the list was 14 nations long, and in 2008 there were 10. 

While bullets are still flying in Afghanistan, naval abilities may be the focus in the future. 
China’s military growth is raising concern, including its efforts toward putting to sea up to three 
aircraft carriers this decade. 

The war games started in earnest this week. More than 40 ships — including 22 U.S. Navy 
vessels, five from San Diego — are taking a turn at tasks such as firing their five-inch guns and 
Harpoon anti-ship missiles at distant targets. 

On the Australian frigate Perth, the shooting “rodeo” Monday was the first time this year that the 
ship had fired its five-inch gun — named for the shells that measure five inches in diameter. To 
load it, Australian sailors carried each three-foot-long shell by hand and gingerly locked it into 
the firing shaft. 

On the cruiser Princeton, most of the 350-person crew had never witnessed a Harpoon shot like 
the one Tuesday, the first strike against the decommissioned supply ship Concord. 

Sailors on the San Diego cruiser gathered on the decks to see the missile, which shot out of a 
tube on the Princeton’s stern. First came the ignition sound, like a mini rocket launch, then the 
15-foot missile arched into the air, disappearing quickly out of sight. 

About two minutes later, it hit the ex-Concord floating 20 miles away. 

The ship was scheduled to take hits from American and Canadian jets and finally a Canadian 
submarine before it sank in deep water. 

Capt. John Clausen, Princeton commanding officer, said the preparation was intense because it 
was a single shot. It requires precise data-crunching to hit a location beyond the horizon. 



“I’ve been in the Navy 25 years, and this is the first time I’ve fired a Harpoon,” he said. “We 
don’t have a lot of opportunities to do this.” 

He added, “Mostly importantly, we hit the right target.” 

The main event of this year’s Rim of the Pacific exercise is arguably today’s so-called great 
green fleet demonstration, something that became unexpectedly controversial this spring. 

Secretary of the Navy Ray Mabus announced his “green fleet” plan in 2009 as the cornerstone of 
his push to ease the Navy and Marine Corps away from dependence on foreign oil. 

The green fleet demonstration is expected to show that an aircraft carrier group, including two 
destroyers, a cruiser and Navy jets and helicopters, can all run on biofuel or nuclear power. In 
2016, the Navy hopes to dispatch a green carrier group on a regular six-month deployment. 

But Republican legislators balked after reports of how much the Navy paid — more than $15 a 
gallon for a combination of cooking oil and algae blended with petroleum, instead of $4 for a 
gallon of regular fuel. 

The 2013 defense bill, still pending in Congress, contains language that would block the U.S. 
military from buying biofuel if it costs more than fossil fuel. 

Mabus and Chief of Naval Operations Jonathan Greenert are expected in Hawaii to observe the 
demonstration from the carrier Nimitz. The Navy has said the fuels are still in the experimental 
phase and must drop in cost before they could be used regularly. 

An Australian frigate will sail as part of the group to show Australia’s commitment to biofuel. 
That country is expected to sign a memorandum of understanding with the U.S. Navy that both 
will work toward using alternative fuels. 

Australia is also heading in another new direction: amphibious ships, which are vessels that carry 
troops to sea and deposit them on land. The nation is building a new amphibious ship that will be 
its largest warship. Having no Marines, Australia will train a special brigade of its soldiers to 
work from boats. 

Some of those troops were aboard the amphibious assault ship Essex this week, practicing 
landings with the U.S. Marines from Kaneohe Bay. The Australians aren’t alone in their interest. 

The mess hall of the San Diego-based Essex held almost a United Nations of foreign uniforms: 
Tongans, Indonesians, Malaysians, South Koreans, Japanese and six other nations. 

“Whether it’s responding to a disaster, or it’s just a security operation, the ability to put forces 
ashore from a ship, they can all use that capability,” said Capt. Jonathan Harnden, Essex 
commanding officer. 



On Sunday night, some of the Asian contingents sang native songs while sitting in the hangar 
bay. The Tongan Marines also demonstrated a pre-battle war dance called “sipitau.” 

Not to be outdone, the Canadian Marines were planning to convert the flight deck into a hockey 
court, Canada versus the United States and other countries. 

“We’ll see if we can get some of those Tongans and Malays and Indonesians to play with us,” 
said Capt. Joker Jenkins, the Essex’s executive officer. “I’m sure the Canadians are going to 
whip up on us.” 

For the Princeton, the crew will find out how they fared in the shooting competition at the end of 
the exercises in early August. A “rodeo” winner is announced. It comes with a trophy and 
bragging rights. 

*********************************** 

(Early Bird) 

Senators Gird For Fight Over U.S. Navy's 'Green Fleet' 
(REUTERS 17 JUL 12) By Roberta Rampton and Susan Cornwell 

 WASHINGTON -- U.S. senators who support the Pentagon's push to expand its use of biofuels 
said they have a plan to answer critics who argue the fuel is far too expensive to help develop at 
a time when the military faces massive cuts. 

The battle on Capitol Hill comes as the U.S. Navy's "Great Green Fleet" prepares to run military 
exercises in the central Pacific that will, on Thursday, feature its first operational test of biofuels. 

The U.S. military is the world's largest single buyer of oil. The Obama administration has argued 
"Green Fleet" spending on biofuels could help boost production to commercial levels, eventually 
lowering prices for alternatives to oil, and reducing dependence on supplies from the Middle 
East. 

For Thursday's demonstration project, the Navy paid more than $26 per gallon for the fuel, made 
from renewable sources like algae and chicken fat, a $12-million outlay that sparked 
congressional anger. 

Republican critics of the biofuel plan, led by senators John McCain and James Inhofe, found 
enough support within the Senate Armed Services Committee in May for two proposals that 
could limit additional spending. 

The measures would stop spending on fuels that cost more than conventional fuels, and prevent 
spending on refineries that would help scale up production of still-experimental fuels. They were 
added to a bill authorizing defense programs in 2013. 



'Substantive Debate' Ahead 

But "Green Fleet" supporters are fighting back. 

"We have bipartisan support to undo the work of the committee," said Senator Mark Udall, a 
Democrat from Colorado who is leading the charge. 

When the defense authorization bill reaches the Senate floor, Udall said biofuels supporters may 
try to amend it to expressly authorize the Navy to develop biofuels to power ships and aircraft - 
or they could hold a vote to remove the McCain and Inhofe provisions. 

"It will be a substantive debate," Udall told Reuters. "I think the story, when it's told, will 
generate wide support" for defense spending on renewable energy, he said. 

Senators Susan Collins, a Republican, and Jeanne Shaheen, a Democrat, wrote an opinion piece 
in Politico earlier this week signaling their support for overturning the Armed Services panel's 
biofuels changes. 

"We hope to correct that short-sighted mistake when the bill reaches the Senate floor," Shaheen 
and Collins wrote. 

Senator Carl Levin, the Democratic chairman of the Armed Services Committee, said he also 
hopes to see a change. 

"They are going to try to put it back, which is great. I'm all for it," Levin told reporters outside 
the Senate. 

A new six-figure television advertising campaign by military veterans is targeting lawmakers in 
six states - starting with Senator Rob Portman in Ohio - who voted to restrict military spending 
on biofuels. 

The campaign is organized by the Truman National Security Project, a left-leaning advocacy 
group on military, energy and foreign policy issues. 

McCain: Fight Will Continue 

McCain told Reuters he knows colleagues who support biofuels will try to overturn his spending 
curbs. 

"But we will continue to fight," McCain said. "I was just reading, it's the cost of one destroyer - 
$1.8 billion extra - they want to spend on this green technology. 

"The fact is, I just do not believe that we need to spend that kind of money on it," McCain said. 



Inhofe wrote to President Barack Obama on Wednesday urging him to push Congress to repeal 
restrictions on military spending on fuels made with coal or natural gas, a measure that was part 
of a 2007 energy law. 

That would "introduce more competition" into the military fuels market and bring down costs, 
Inhofe said in his letter. 

Republican Senator Charles Grassley said the military should be allowed to continue its 
"investment" so the United States can develop more alternative fuels. 

"Nobody would doubt that there's a lot of money maybe wasted in the process of research, but 
there's more good comes out of it than bad," Grassley told Reuters. 

Grassley, known for his backing of ethanol made from corn grown in his home state of Iowa, 
said he believes the powerful U.S. oil industry is behind a series of efforts to pare back 
government support for biofuels. 

House Republicans have proposed cutting Agriculture Department programs aimed at 
developing new types of biofuels, and are also questioning a federal mandate that ensures 
refiners blend gasoline with ethanol and other biofuels. 

"It's Big Oil. They don't want any competition. They want to control everything," Grassley said. 

*********************************** 

Ads Hit GOP Lawmakers For Opposing Navy Biofuels 
(THE HILL 17 JUL 12) By Jeremy Herb 

 A liberal-leaning national security group has a six-figure ad campaign attacking four 
Republicans, including potential vice presidential pick Sen. Rob Portman (R-Ohio) and House 
Majority Leader Eric Cantor (R-Va.), over their opposition to the Navy’s biofuels program. 

The Truman National Security Project’s Operation Free campaign released the ads Tuesday, in 
which a veteran is shown asking why the lawmakers don’t “trust” the military leaders on 
biofuels. 

“When the Navy says advanced American biofuels make our forces more effective and energy-
independent, I trust them,” the veteran, Chris Marzoni, says in the ad against Portman. “That’s 
why I’m disappointed that some in Congress are trying to stop our military’s biofuels programs. 
Sen. Portman, I’m a veteran, and I trust our military leaders. Why don’t you?” 

The other lawmakers targeted include Reps. Randy Forbes (R-Va.) and Trent Franks (R-Ariz.), 
both members of the House Armed Services Committee, according to Stephanie Dreyer, a 
Truman Project spokesman. Neither lawmaker is considered vulnerable in November. 



Dreyer said the ad campaign was in the “six figures,” and added that there would be another 
round of ads in North Carolina and Pennsylvania soon. 

The Truman Project’s campaign comes as Congress is threatening to effectively kill the Navy’s 
biofuels program, a key initiative for Navy Secretary Ray Mabus, in both the House and Senate 
defense authorization bills. The House-passed bill includes provisions restricting the military 
from purchasing alternative fuels at a higher cost than fossil fuels. 

The bill that passed the Senate Armed Services Committee, a committee Portman serves on, also 
included restrictions on biofuels, passing narrowly on a 13-12 vote where some Democrats 
crossed party lines. The provisions still would likely have to survive a vote on the Senate floor in 
the Democrat-controlled chamber, however. 

Marzoni, the vet in the ad, has previously worked with Operation Free on energy initiatives. 

*********************************** 

US Navy attack "threatens regional security": Iran foreign ministry 
(REUTERS 17 JUL 12) By Marcus George 

DUBAI— Iran on Tuesday criticised the actions of a U.S. navy ship that shot at an approaching 
fishing boat off the United Arab Emirates, saying the incident showed foreign forces threatened 
regional security. 

One Indian national was killed and three others injured on Monday when the U.S. refuelling 
ship, the USNS Rappahannock, opened fire on a small motor boat which U.S. officials said 
ignored repeated warnings to halt its approach. 

The United States has been building up its presence in the Gulf as Washington seeks to ramp up 
pressure on Iran over its nuclear programme which it suspects is aimed at producing nuclear 
bombs. Tehran denies the accusation. 

"We have announced time and again that the presence of foreign forces can be a threat to 
regional security," Iranian foreign ministry spokesman Ramin Mehmanparast said during a news 
conference broadcast on state television. 

"Certainly regional countries with the help of one another can provide security in the best 
possible way. If they join hands, with their defensive capabilities, they don't need the presence of 
foreign forces. Anywhere where you see insecurity we have always seen the hand of foreign 
forces there." 

The shooting took place in waters near the UAE port of Jebel Ali, across the Gulf from Iran, U.S. 
Naval Forces Central Command said in a statement. The UAE state news agency, quoting a 
government official, identified all of the dead and wounded as Indian nationals. 



U.S. officials have not blamed terrorism or claimed any link between Iran and Monday's 
incident, and it appears the incident may have been due to a misunderstanding. An investigation 
is underway, the U.S. navy said. 

Iran's repeated threats to close the Strait of Hormuz - through which 40 percent of the world's 
sea-borne oil exports are carried - have alarmed Western capitals over the impact such an action 
could have on the price of oil. 

Iranian spokesman Mehmanparast said the threats were "a deterrent" against those countries that 
have imposed sanctions against Iran and "threaten global energy supplies". 

The Indian foreign ministry said in a statement that its embassy in Abu Dhabi was working with 
UAE authorities to investigate Monday's incident. 

U.S. ambassador to India Nancy Powell telephoned Indian Foreign Secretary Ranjan Mathai to 
convey her regret for the loss of life, the Indian foreign ministry said. A statement by the U.S. 
embassy in New Delhi conveyed condolences to the families of the crew of the vessel. 

*********************************** 

U.S. Offers Condolences To India After Fatal Ship Shooting 
India has called for an investigation after a Navy vessel fired on a fishing boat in the Persian 
Gulf. One Indian fisherman was killed and three others injured. 
(LOS ANGELES TIMES 17 JUL 12) By Mark Magnier 

 NEW DELHI — The U.S. Embassy in India expressed its condolences Tuesday after an 
American refueling ship in the Persian Gulf opened fire on a fishing boat, killing one Indian and 
wounding three others. India has called for an investigation by the United Arab Emirates, in 
whose waters the shooting took place. 

In a statement, the embassy said the United States was launching its own investigation, but 
repeated previous U.S. suggestions that the use of force was justified given that the small 
motorized vessel was approaching the Navy fuel resupply ship Rappahannock on Monday at a 
rapid pace and failed to heed several warnings to turn away. The Navy has said the signals were 
sent by radio, loudspeakers and flashing lights. 

Lt. Greg Raelson, a public affairs official with the U.S. 5th Fleet in Bahrain, said he couldn't say 
whether the admonitions were in English, Arabic or another language but said the Navy issued a 
"series of nonlethal warnings" as part of routine efforts to protect itself. He declined to predict 
how long an investigation might take. 

The Navy has been wary of small boats getting too close to warships since the October 2000 
suicide attack on the U.S. destroyer Cole in Yemen that killed 17 Sailors and injured 39. 



The fishing vessel hit by the Rappahannock's .50-caliber machine guns Monday afternoon was 
about 30 feet long with three outboard engines and a crew of four Indians and two United Arab 
Emirate nationals, according to news reports. 

Despite the U.S. assertions, one of the Indian fishermen aboard the boat that was attacked 
insisted by telephone from his hospital bed in the United Arab Emirates that the shots came 
without verbal warning. 

"We were shocked to come under attack like this," said Sarvana, who goes by one name. "There 
was no time to react. We didn't know what hit us." 

Sarvana said the fishermen were headed in the same direction as the U.S. naval vessel, which 
they saw, but veered off in a different direction to deal with an engine problem. The U.S. ship 
flashed some lights at them, he said, but given the bright sunlight the fishermen were unsure 
what the signals meant. Then the ship fired on them. 

Sarvana was hit twice in the thigh, and his colleague Shekar, 25, was killed on the spot. Another 
crew member, Muthu Muniyaraj, 28, was hit twice in the legs; a third, Muthu Kannan, 35, was 
struck in the mouth and stomach and was in a critical condition. The two emirate sailors hid near 
the boat's engines the moment the firing started and weren't hurt. 

The emirate government hadn't questioned the fishermen or taken any other action, Sarvana said, 
adding that they were satisfied with the care at the hospital, which employs Indian doctors. 

Monday's incident occurred close to the Strait of Hormuz, about 10 miles off the port of Jebel 
Ali. Iran has threatened to block international shipping through the strait in retaliation for 
economic sanctions imposed because of its disputed nuclear program. 

Amid mounting tension, the U.S. said this week that it would send the aircraft carrier John C. 
Stennis to the Persian Gulf region by the end of September, about four months ahead of 
schedule, to replace the carrier Enterprise. The Stennis will serve both as a hedge against Iran 
and to support combat air operations in Afghanistan. 

About 40% of the world's seaborne oil exports passes through the Strait of Hormuz. 

Indian fishermen have found themselves in the cross-fire of anti-piracy and counter-terrorism 
operations lately. This week's incident follows one in February in which two Indian fishermen 
were shot dead off the coast of India by an Italian cargo vessel that mistook them for pirates, 
creating diplomatic tensions between the two nations. 

Recent killings of fishermen in "freak incidents" are a matter of great concern, said Julian Teeler, 
deputy head of the South Indian Federation of Fishermen Societies. The trade group planned to 
warn its members to be more vigilant and maintain a wider perimeter around large official-
looking vessels, he said. 



*********************************** 

(Early Bird) 

Pentagon: 20 Nations Plan Mideast Exercise 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 17 JUL 12) By Pauline Jelinek 

 WASHINGTON — In a move to bolster military strength against Iran, 20 nations will stage an 
anti-mining exercise in Mideast waterways. 

Defense Department press Secretary George Little said the large minesweeping exercise Sept. 
16-27 is a defensive drill and is “not ... aimed to deliver a message to Iran.” 

But Iran has threatened to close the Strait of Hormuz, the route for one-fifth of the world’s oil, in 
retaliation for international sanctions over Tehran’s nuclear program. 

The upcoming exercise will focus on “a hypothetical threat from an extremist organization to 
mine the international strategic waterways of the Middle East, including the Red Sea, the Gulf of 
Aden, the Gulf of Oman, and the Persian Gulf, although exercise activities will not extend into 
the Strait of Hormuz,” U.S. Central Command said in a statement. 

“This is a defensive exercise aimed at preserving freedom of navigation in the international 
waterways of the Middle East and aimed at promoting regional stability,” Little told Pentagon 
reporters on Tuesday. 

Word of the exercise follows Monday’s announcement that a second aircraft carrier will be sent 
to the region in September — several months earlier than planned — to ensure there will be two 
carriers in the region through early next year. The Pentagon also recently doubled the number of 
minesweepers in the region. And it sent the USS Ponce, an amphibious transport dock recently 
retrofitted to become what is known as an afloat forward staging base. 

The buildup comes amid a stalemate in talks over Iran’s nuclear program, which Tehran says is 
for peaceful purposes and other nations fear is to develop a nuclear weapon. 

The exercise will practice mine countermeasures in multiple waterways. It will demonstrate “the 
international community’s ability to work together to ensure free and secure trade,” said Gen. 
James Mattis, commander for the region. 

“Of the approximately 40 bilateral and multilateral exercises we’ll conduct this year, this 
exercise also represents the extensive cooperation we enjoy with our international partners — 
both in and outside the region — with mutual economic and security interest,” Mattis said. 

Officials declined to name the other nations participating, saying they should identify 
themselves. 



*********************************** 

Indonesia President Warns Over South China Sea 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 17 JUL 12) 

 Indonesian President Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono Tuesday said there would be no quick 
resolution to competing territorial claims in the South China Sea, warning tensions must not be 
allowed to escalate. 

China essentially claims the whole of the South China Sea, which is believed to be rich in 
hydrocarbons and straddles strategic shipping lanes vital to global trade. 

Brunei, Malaysia, the Philippines, Taiwan and Vietnam also have claims in the waters, causing 
regular diplomatic flare-ups. 

"It is safe to assume, given the extreme complexity of the overlapping claims, that we will not 
see a diplomatic resolution of the South China Sea disputes in the short term, perhaps even in the 
medium term," said Yudhoyono. 

"Short of a comprehensive resolution, the claimants must do their best to manage and contain the 
disputes to make sure that it does not escalate or worse lead to the outbreak of military clashes," 
he told the First Strategic Review Forum in Jakarta. 

Divisions over members' territorial disputes with China prevented the Association of Southeast 
Asian Nations (ASEAN) from issuing its customary joint statement at the conclusion of its 
meeting in Cambodia on Friday. 

It is not the first time Yudhoyono has expressed exasperation over the issue. 

"Things do not necessarily have to be this slow," he told ASEAN foreign ministers meeting in 
Bali in July last year. 

"We need to send a strong signal to the world that the future of the South China Sea is a 
predictable, manageable and optimistic one." 

*********************************** 

(Early Bird) 

House GOP Calls On Military Contractors To Testify On Potential Defense 
Cuts 
(WASHINGTON POST 18 JUL 12) ... Ed O’Keefe  



House Republicans will call on the leaders of major military contracting firms Wednesday to 
detail how they plan to deal with the roughly $500 billion in defense spending cuts set to take 
effect over the next decade. 

The hearing before the House Armed Services Committee is part of an effort to paint President 
Obama as the person responsible for the potential reductions. 

Top executives with EADS North America, Lockheed Martin, Pratt and Whitney, and Williams-
Pyro are scheduled to appear before the committee a day after a report commissioned by the 
aerospace industry warned that cuts in defense spending could cost more than 2 million jobs and 
raise the national unemployment rate by 1.5 percentage points over the next year. 

None of the companies has released specific plans to address the cuts, but Lockheed chief 
executive Robert J. Stevens said last month that his firm may need to notify all employees of the 
possibility of job losses as early as September or October in advance of the reductions. Current 
law requires contractors to give employees 60 to 90 days’ notice — depending on the state — of 
an event that might cause significant job losses or facility closures. 

The hearing comes as the GOP-controlled House plans to begin debating Wednesday a bill that 
would require the White House to detail how it would implement roughly $110 billion in 
Pentagon and non-defense spending cuts set to take effect in January. The Sequestration 
Transparency Act mirrors a proposal that has not advanced in the Senate, but is expected to 
easily sail through the House. 

Republicans hope that focusing on the potentially adverse affects of the budget cuts will hurt 
Obama in states with major military presences, especially Virginia — a must-win state for 
Obama and Republican presidential rival Mitt Romney. 

The automatic budget cuts — commonly referred to as “sequestration” — were designed to be 
painful so that lawmakers would be compelled to agree on a long-term deficit-reduction plan 
authored by the bipartisan congressional “supercommittee.” But the panel’s talks collapsed last 
year without a final agreement, and negotiations over a new plan will likely not occur until after 
the November election. 

Ahead of the vote, former vice president Richard B. Cheney huddled Tuesday with House and 
Senate Republicans to discuss his concerns with the defense cuts and to suggest potential 
alternative proposals. 

Cheney took no questions after his meeting with senators, but Sen. Tom Coburn (R-Okla.) 
offered that the former vice president “was just talking about the stupidity of the sequester, 
where you cut everything the same.” 

*********************************** 



(Early Bird) 

Navy Ship Helps Recover More Than $95 Million In Drugs 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 18 JUL 12) 

NORFOLK -- The guided-missile frigate Nicholas delivered about $93 million worth of cocaine 
and marijuana today to the Navy's base in Mayport, Fla., after seizing the drugs during a 
multinational interdiction operation called Operation Martillo. 

The haul included 7,500 pounds of cocaine or enough to produce 7.2 million doses, each the size 
of a sugar packet, according to a Navy news release. 

The Norfolk-based ship was returning to port after a 175-day deployment aimed at helping to 
disrupt the drug trade. The crew worked with the Coast Guard Law Enforcement Detachment 
and conducted six disruptions and interdictions in the Caribbean Sea, Atlantic and Pacific coastal 
areas of South and Central America, according to the release. 

On July 3, the Norfolk-based frigate Elrod and a Coast Guard team helped seize 91 bales of 
marijuana in the western Caribbean Sea worth more than $4 million. 

The Coast Guard said the 4,900 pounds of marijuana was recovered after suspected smugglers 
tossed it overboard from their speedboat. 

A helicopter assigned to the Elrod fired warning shots at the speedboat until it stopped and the 
people on board put their hands up. Four suspected drug smugglers were detained by Costa 
Rican authorities. 

The Elrod also is participating in Operation Martillo. In April, the Elrod seized more than $360 
million in cocaine as part of the operation. 

*********************************** 

(Early Bird - Commentary) 

Victory Or Defeat With Law Of The Sea Treaty? 
Lost without LOST 
(Washington Times 18 JUL 12) By Scott Borgerson, Vern Clark, Bill Cohen, Jim Loy and John 
Negroponte 

The 1982 Convention on the Law of the Sea - the instrument that created the overarching 
governance framework for nearly three-quarters of the Earth's surface and what lies above and 
beneath it - has been signed and ratified by 161 countries, but not by the United States. The 
convention and the 1994 agreement on its implementation have been in force for 18 years, yet 
the United States, a nation with over 12,000 miles of coastline and the dominant world maritime 



power by any measure, joins an embarrassing short list of holdouts that includes North Korea, 
Syria and Iran. 

This is true despite the fact that a bipartisan coalition of American business, environmental and 
military leaders agree that it is in our national interests to formally become a state party to this 
lynchpin of ocean governance. Per our constitution, the Senate must give its "advice and 
consent" to treaties submitted by the president for its review. Of these currently in the queue, for 
national-security reasons, the Law of the Sea is one of the most urgent. 

This is why the secretaries of Defense and State, the chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, and 
the heads of the Navy, Coast Guard and Marine Corps all recently testified before the Senate 
Foreign Relations Committee that the U.S. should join. In fact, since 1994 - when President 
Clinton first submitted the treaty to the Senate for its consideration following the international 
community changing the document's language to directly address President Ronald Reagan's 
initial reservations - every president, every Marine Corps and Coast Guard commandant, and 
nearly all chiefs of naval operations have unequivocally supported it. Put simply, there is broad 
consensus from our nation's military and political leadership that the United States should sign 
on. 

This consensus exists because of the tangible benefits that come with formal membership. From 
an economic perspective, the rewards are many but one example is that the United States could 
potentially claim exclusive jurisdiction over as much as 1 million square kilometers of ocean off 
of our extended continental shelf, an area half the size of the entire Louisiana Purchase. By 
remaining outside of the convention, we not only cannot press our claim, but we do not have a 
seat at the table to review the claims of others in an ongoing legal process. In environmental 
terms, it will give us the international authority to protect critical fisheries and sensitive habitats 
as new shipping lanes materialize in the Arctic. 

Importantly, there are also urgent national-security imperatives. 

For starters, our entire naval strategy is predicated on the global reach of American sea power 
and ensuring unencumbered maritime trade upon which 90 percent of all commerce depends. 
The Law of the Sea enshrines the concept of the freedom of navigation upon which our maritime 
forces rely and it ensures the rights of innocent passage for our ships and submarines on the high 
seas and through the territorial seas of foreign nations without prior notification or permission. It 
also protects unimpeded transit through international straits such as Hormuz or the waters 
between Taiwan and China as well as archipelagoes like Indonesia. And, while enjoying these 
freedoms, our warships enjoy complete immunity. The United States is the world's pre-eminent 
naval power and its combatant vessels and merchant marine benefit from open navigation. 

In terms of strategic doctrine, as long as it remains outside the convention, the United States is 
restricted from fully implementing the first-ever national Cooperative Strategy for 21st Century 
Seapower, jointly published by the chief of naval operations and the commandants of the Coast 



Guard and the Marine Corps. This announced policy seeks to build maritime partnerships for 
combating critical emerging threats such as piracy, nuclear proliferation and drug smuggling 
based on the principles we helped establish in the convention. 

We face real pushback from our allies in these efforts who rightly question why we refuse to 
legally sign on to the rules we helped write. The United States puts its sailors in unneeded 
jeopardy when carrying out the Freedom of Navigation program to contest Law of the Sea 
abuses such as China's "creeping sovereignty" in the Pacific. Further, we undermine our moral 
authority as a nation that benefits from an organized international system and makes establishing 
the rule of law a central tenet of our foreign policy. 

As President George W. Bush noted in an official White House statement urging the Senate to 
approve accession in 2007, "joining will serve the national security interests of the United States, 
including the maritime mobility of our armed forces worldwide." 

This fact has only become more pressing in the five intervening years and we urge Congress to 
take action. If it so exercises its constitutional authority, the Senate will have taken an important 
step to safeguard the national interests critical for our security and economic well-being. That is 
surely an argument on which both sides of the aisle can agree. 

Scott Borgerson is a managing director of Cargo-Metrics; Vern Clark is a former chief of Naval 
Operations; Bill Cohen is a former secretary of Defense and senator from Maine; Jim Loy is a 
former Coast Guard commandant and a deputy secretary of the Department of Homeland 
Security; John Negroponte was the first director of National Intelligence and a deputy secretary 
of State. 

 



(Early Bird) 

Navy Shows Off ‘Great Green Fleet’ 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 18 JUL 12) By Jeanette Steele 

 HONOLULU — The secretary of the Navy got into a MH-60 helicopter Wednesday whose 
propellers were turning on a mix of animal fat and algae, in addition to old-fashioned fossil fuel. 

The helicopter lifted off the aircraft carrier Nimitz and chugged away toward the destroyer 
Chafee, which was sailing in the distance, also on biofuel. 

The U.S. Navy’s “great green fleet,” day one. 

Ships and aircraft off Hawaii demonstrated Navy Secretary Ray Mabus’ green fleet concept 
Wednesday, bringing to reality a retreat from petroleum that started in 2009 but recently became 
controversial. 

Mabus says dependence on foreign oil is expensive and forces the United States to depend on 
unfriendly countries for supply. He wants to deploy a biofuel-burning carrier group by 2016 and 
require the Department of the Navy to get half of its energy from alternative sources by 2020. 

Wednesday was all about show. The ships running with biofuel — the San Diego-based cruiser 
Princeton, the destroyers Chung Hoon and Chafee — didn’t do anything tricky. 

The ships maneuvered close together, about 1,000 feet apart, as a show of strength, then peeled 
off fast in a fleur de lis pattern. They were scheduled to hit about 30 knots to demonstrate the 
ability of biofuel to deliver speed. 

In addition to helicopters, F/A-18 Hornets and E-2C Hawkeyes flew off the Nimitz flight deck, 
running on the same bio blend. 

The Navy’s alternative fuels effort sailed into a squall this spring, when Republican legislators 
balked at reports of how much the Navy paid — more than $15 a gallon for the mixture used in 
Wednesday’s demonstration, instead of $4 for a gallon of conventional diesel. 

The 2013 defense bill, still pending in Congress, contains language that would block the U.S. 
military from buying biofuel if it costs more than petroleum. 

Australia showed its support for the U.S. Navy, when the Royal Australian Navy fleet 
commander flew aboard the Nimitz in a biofueled Australian S-72 helicopter. 

Mabus and Australia’s Rear Adm. Tim Barrett signed a memorandum of understanding that the 
two militaries will work together on biofuels, including the 2016 green fleet deployment. One 
stated goal of the agreement is to stabilize price and supply. As a practical matter, adding the 
Australian military as a market would boost the fledgling biofuel industry. 



U.S. Navy Vice Adm. Paul Collum told reporters that agreements with other navies around the 
world may be coming soon. 

The Navy obviously felt a sense of ceremony on Wednesday. Officials made the point that even 
the C-2 Greyhound delivery planes carrying media to the Nimitz were running on biofuel. 

“You are making history,” on official told a group of media and dignitaries. 

On the Nimitz flight deck, every aircraft parked there was filled up with “green gas.” The Navy 
has been busy with paint: The F/A-18 “Green Hornet” fighter jets bore green stripes on their 
noses. All the planes also were dressed up with the Navy’s energy security logo. 

Around the carrier, the Sailors had obviously caught the spirit of the moment. 

Special green Nimitz baseball hats were made and they sat on the commanding officer’s desk, 
ready to be given as souvenirs. In the ready room of VAW 117, the ship’s E-2C squadron, T-
shirts were for sale with the saying: “Saving the Planet, One Bag of Fuel at a Time.” 

Pilot Lt. Cmdr. Jason Fox talked to reporters before heading out to fly his “green flight.” 

Initially, he said, he had questions about biofuel’s safety and performance. But he’s been 
convinced by reported test results. 

“I’ve been in the Navy 13 years, and I’ve never been involved in something this historic,” Fox 
said. “I’m hoping someday I’m going to look back and this will be the point where we turned 
away from dependency on fossil fuels. There’ve been many steps that Navy leads the way on, 
and I’m hoping this is one of those steps.” 

He added that he’d rather not fight to defend fossil fuel reserves, if there are alternatives. 

The Navy has been working on biofuels for two and a half years, Rick Kamin, the Navy’s fuels 
lead from Patuxent River, Md. 

The first test was an F/A-18 in 2010. Since then, most versions of Navy aircraft have been tested 
— some, such as the E-2C, for the first time as recently as a few weeks ago. 

The Navy had not done trial runs in the destroyers and cruisers in Wednesday’s demonstration. 
Kamin said that they were confident because of testing on similar engines. 

“Secretary Mabus has set an aggressive timeline and we are trying to meet it,” he said. 

The gas used by the green fleet was a 50-50 blend of regular diesel and a biological product, 
made of 90 percent waste cooking oil and 10 percent algae. It was produced by Dynamic Fuels in 
Louisiana and Texas and trucked to Washington state, where the Navy oiler Henry J. Kaiser 
picked it up from Defense Supply Point Puget. 



‘Green Fleet’ Demonstration 

The Great Green Fleet demonstration, part of the 2012 Rim of the Pacific international maritime 
exercise, is designed to show that the Navy can operate with a reduced reliance on conventional 
petroleum. 

Participants: Carrier Nimitz, Carrier Air Wing 11, guided missile cruiser Princeton, guided 
missile destroyer Chafee, Aegis destroyer Chung Hoon, oiler Henry J. Kaiser. 

Alternative fuels: Biofuels are being used to fuel helicopters and jets from the deck of an aircraft 
carrier, and to refuel a cruiser and two destroyers during an underway replenishment. The biofuel 
blends are 50-50 mixtures of biofuel (made from waste cooking oil and algae) and petroleum-
based marine diesel or aviation fuel. Nuclear power is being used for the strike group’s aircraft 
carrier, the Nimitz. 

Other technologies: Prototype energy-efficient technologies have been designed to enhance the 
combat capability of Navy warships. They include solid state lighting, which is more efficient 
and lasts longer than incandescent or fluorescent fixtures; stern flaps designed to help reduce hull 
resistance when underway; a shipboard energy dashboard that displays energy usage to the 
operators in real time and informs energy efficient decisions; and gas turbine online water wash 
that improves engine efficiency. 

Cost: The Defense Logistics Agency purchased 450,000 gallons of advanced biofuel in 
November 2011. This fuel was blended with equal amounts of conventional petroleum-based 
fuel, producing a total of 900,000 gallons of a 50/50 blend. The cost of the 50/50 blends 
amounted to approximately $15 per gallon, less than half the cost of the advanced biofuels 
purchased in 2009. 

******************************* 

Massive Naval Exercises In Pacific Alleviates Tensions, Strengthens Ties 
(FOX NEWS 18 JUL 12) By Adam Housley  

Off the coast of Oahu, air operations on the deck of the amphibious assault ship the USS Essex 
have helicopters landing from all directions. Sailors and Marines are on board along with 
military personnel from countries like Malaysia, Canada and even Tonga. 

"I think it is very important for us as a small nation around the Pacific Rim to be here," Inoke 
Fonua, a Tongan marine tells me. "We really need the help of the big nations like America, 
Canada and Australia, especially New Zealand because they are so close by." 

While the Pacific is vast, the closeness of these nations is imperative. To ensure security, safety 
and cooperation, big nations like the United States, Canada, Japan and Australia are hosting the 
Rim of the Pacific Exercise, or RIMPAC. With exercises on and around the Hawaiian Islands, it 



is the world's largest international maritime exercise, with 22 nations, 42 ships, 200 aircraft and 
25,000 people all taking part in maneuvers. 

"It is too large for any one country to be everywhere at one time, so the ability of the countries 
within the region to bring their capabilities together to benefit the region ... benefits not only the 
United States, but a region as a whole," U.S. Marine Brig. Gen. Richard Simcock said. 

Some will argue that the region is more strategic and yet delicate than ever before, with China 
continuing its buildup and tensions in the South China Sea. In response, countries like the 
Philippines, Vietnam and Malaysia are also ramping up their naval forces in the region. This puts 
pressure on all who use the waterways, and the chance for an encounter increases by the hour. 

RIMPAC helps alleviate some of this tension, but it also strengthens ties among friendly nations. 
Some are allies by treaty with the U.S., while others are friends by handshake. Either way, this 
biannual exercise opens communication and develops relationships that not only benefit our 
country, but those we consider friends. 

As we overlook the deck of the Essex (called Vulchers Row because you can watch it all from 
this vantage point) and watch Sailors and Marines continue their maneuvers, we get the chance 
to meet and talk with U.S. Navy Captain Jonathan Harnden, who emphasizes RIMPAC's 
importance. 

"Everyone does things a little differently. Everyone has techniques that are different," he said. 
"They have different terminology, different procedure, different standards ... and some of these 
operations are very complex." 

Capt. Harnden tells me with each exercise that complexity is broken down and nations and 
navies begin to understand each other better. Even the best of friends need to learn each other's 
ways to ensure their is no miscommunication. 

From our perch atop the ship, we head down an endless number of narrow and steep medal stairs 
and ladders that connect the decks on the Essex. From past experience, it only takes a few steps 
before you get used to hoisting the TV gear over your shoulder and quickly wedge your way up 
or down the steps as fast as you can. Someone is always waiting at either end. 

While on this endless trek, we enjoy the friendly ribbing between services. The Navy guys joke 
that the Marines just "clog walkways and workout." The Marines waste little time making fun of 
the easy life Sailors get onboard. 

As we reach the "well deck," which is at water level, we see the importance that along with the 
military buildup in the Pacific, there is also the increased pressure to respond to humanitarian 
crisis. We have seen that firsthand in the last few years with multinational cooperation necessary 
to respond to the Southeast Asian tsunami, the eathquake and tsunami in Japan and the quake in 
Haiti. For the first time RIMPAC has built this into the operations and training. 



One of those operations here in the bowels of the ship involves the LCAC. It's basically a 
hovercraft platform that launches from the inside of the ship out into the Pacific and can reach 
speeds of about 50 mph on water, 20 mph on land, all while carrying 60 tons of supplies and or 
equipment. 

As each unit launches, we get blasted with hot wind from the fans that propel it. Oil and exhaust 
spews into the well deck and over our gear and clothes. Even loose paint comes off the walls. 
The site and power is impressive, and the abilities our Navy and allies have is remarkable. 

Before leaving the ship, we get the chance to meet the head of the Canadian Pacific Fleet, 
Commodore Peter Ellis. He, like every military leader we've met along this trip, is excited about 
how things have gone so far. 

We speak of the Tongan Marines and their war dance that echoed through the ship earlier in the 
day, and the Malaysian Sailors who sang choir-like tunes as people from 17 nations on board 
looked on. 

Ellis puts it well: "We are building inoperability, we are building the ability to work together and 
along the way we are making lifelong friends. And I think that is really important." 

******************************* 

(Early Bird) 

Syrian Rebels Land Deadly Blow To Assad’s Inner Circle 
(NEW YORK TIMES 19 JUL 12) By Neil MacFarquhar 

BEIRUT, Lebanon — The killing on Wednesday of President Bashar al-Assad’s key security 
aides in a brazen bombing attack, close to Mr. Assad’s own residence, called into question the 
ability of a government that depends on an insular group of loyalists to function effectively as it 
battles a strengthening opposition. 

The strike dealt a potent blow to the government, as much for where it took place as for the 
individuals who were targeted: the very cabinet ministers and intelligence chiefs who have 
coordinated the government’s iron-fisted approach to the uprising. The defense minister and the 
president’s brother-in-law were both killed, and others were seriously wounded. 

The attack on the leadership’s inner sanctum as fighting raged in sections of the city for the 
fourth day suggested that the uprising had reached a decisive moment in the overall struggle for 
Syria. The battle for the capital, the center of Assad family power, appears to have begun. 
Though there was no indication he was wounded, Mr. Assad stayed out of public view — 
unusual but not unprecedented in a secretive country where the government has long tried to 
present an image of quiet control. 



In Washington, Defense Secretary Leon E. Panetta said that Syria “is rapidly spinning out of 
control,” and warned Mr. Assad’s government to safeguard its large stockpile of chemical 
weapons. “It’s obvious what is happening in Syria is a real escalation,” he said at a joint news 
conference with the British defense minister, Philip Hammond. 

The impact of the day’s events reverberated on multiple levels, piercing the psychological 
advantage that Mr. Assad’s superior military strength has provided in preserving the loyalty of 
his forces and frightening much of the public into staying home. With the opposition energized 
and the government demoralized, analysts wondered if other military units and trusted 
lieutenants would be more inclined to switch sides — and if the government would retaliate with 
an escalation of violence. 

The idea that a poorly organized, lightly armed opposition force could somehow get so close to 
the seat of power raised questions about the viability of a once unassailable police state. The 
Assad family has for decades relied on overlapping security forces and secret police to preserve 
its lock on power. At best, for Mr. Assad, the system failed. At worst, for Mr. Assad, defectors or 
turncoats helped carry out an inside operation. 

The government said that the attack was the work of a suicide bomber, while an officer with the 
Free Syrian Army said it was a remotely detonated explosive. 

The most significant victim was Asef Shawkat — the husband of the president’s older sister, 
Bushra — who was the deputy chief of staff of the military after years as a top intelligence 
official. The others killed were Gen. Dawoud A. Rajha, the defense minister and the most 
prominent Christian in the government; and Maj. Gen. Hassan Turkmani, a previous defense 
minister serving as the top military aide to Vice President Farouk al-Sharaa. 

“Who will replace these people?” asked Elias Hanna, a retired Lebanese military officer and a 
military analyst knowledgeable about Syria. “They are irreplaceable at this stage; it’s hard to find 
loyal people now that doubt is sown everywhere. Whoever can get to Asef Shawkat can get to 
Assad.” 

“Everyone, even those close to the inner circle, will now be under suspicion,” he said. 

State television also said the minister of the interior, Lt. Gen. Mohamed al-Sha’ar, had been 
gravely wounded but was in stable condition. Hisham Ikhtiar, the head of general security, was 
reported by some activist organizations among those in critical condition, along with some junior 
officers, but the official news media did not confirm that. 

The bombing took place in a small, nondescript building in a neighborhood that is home to the 
country’s elite. The building housed a research center run by the national security agency, one of 
many overlapping intelligence agencies. 



“It was at the heart of the government’s nexus of control,” said an analyst with long experience 
in Damascus, speaking anonymously because he still travels there often. “If the regime had a 
center, that was it.” 

But the government mounted a show of normality. It quickly appointed a new defense minister, 
Gen. Fahd Jassem al-Freij, the military chief of staff who had previously been responsible for 
trying to squash the uprising in northern Idlib Province. He appeared briefly on television, 
vowing that the military would not be deterred by the attack from “cutting off every hand that 
harms the security of the homeland and citizens.” 

The military also issued a statement saying in part, “This terrorist act will only increase our 
insistence to purge this country from the criminal terrorist thugs and to protect the dignity of 
Syria and its sovereignty.” 

Activists reported an even harsher crackdown, with government soldiers firing indiscriminately 
in several embattled neighborhoods or from helicopters, especially on the southern part of 
Damascus where fighting first erupted Sunday. Dozens of people were killed, and defections 
soared, activists said. 

“The regime reacted hysterically to the attack,” said Rami al-Sayyed, an activist in Damascus. 
“The security forces and thugs infiltrated various neighborhoods, committing all kinds of crimes. 
Today we cut the head of the snake, but we still have the tail.” 

Like any event in Damascus, details surrounding the attack were murky. There were competing 
accounts of how the attack occurred and competing claims of responsibility. The Free Syrian 
Army based in Turkey said it had helped carry out the attack. Also, a brigade from a group with 
a seemingly religious bent called the Islamic Battalions said it was responsible. 

Lt. Malik al-Kurdi, the second in command of the Free Syrian Army troops in Turkey, said it 
was not a suicide bombing but “bombs planted around the national security building” that were 
set off by remote control. 

Since the uprising began in March 2011, claiming an estimated 17,000 victims, Syria has been 
run by an ever tighter circle of army and security officials close to the president. General Rajha 
was one of the prominent minority figures used by the Assad government to put a face of 
pluralism on the military and security services dominated by the president’s Alawite sect. 

“The Syrian regime has started to collapse,” said the activist who leads the Syrian Observatory, 
who goes by the pseudonym Rami Abdul-Rahman for reasons of personal safety. The attack 
heightened the perception globally that after months of clashes, Syria was embroiled in a civil 
war. 



On the other end of the scale, Hassan Nasrallah, the leader of Hezbollah, delivered an emotional 
speech live on television, saying that the Syria of Mr. Assad and Mr. Shawkat was the backbone 
of the Arab confrontation with Israel. 

The attack came as diplomatic maneuvers to seek a cease-fire remained deadlocked by 
differences between Syria’s international adversaries and sponsors, principally Russia. The 
United Nations Security Council is scheduled to vote on a Western-sponsored resolution that 
would threaten Mr. Assad’s government with economic sanctions if it does not implement a 
peace plan negotiated by the special envoy Kofi Annan more than three months ago. 

The resolution, which Russia has threatened to veto, would extend the mission of 300 unarmed 
United Nations monitors, whose work has been suspended because of the violence. 

Security Council members agreed to delay the vote, originally scheduled for Wednesday, until 
Thursday at Mr. Annan’s request, to allow more time for diplomats to resolve their differences 
over the resolution’s wording. 

But in Moscow, Deputy Foreign Minister Gennady Gatilov, offering Russia’s first official 
commentary on the Damascus bombing, said via his Twitter account that the attack had put 
consensus between members of the Security Council even further out of reach. 

“A dangerous logic: While discussions on settling the Syrian crisis are being held in the U.N. 
Security Council, militants intensify terrorist attacks, frustrating all attempts,” he wrote. 

In Syria, the information minister, Omran al-Zoubi, appeared on a talk show to reject claims by 
those calling it the beginning of the end. 

“The morale of our people is very high and our armed forces are at their highest level,” he said. 

But residents of Damascus had been shaken as never before. Residents reached by telephone said 
that after the news broke around noon, people rushed out to buy food and then rushed back home 
again. City streets appeared deserted, with not even taxis circulating after dark. 

“All the stores and shops are closed,” said an activist in Damascus reached via Skype. “Some 
people are scared and some are happy; you can hear people firing off gunshots in many places.” 
A video from Hama showed opposition members distributing candy to celebrate Mr. Shawkat’s 
death. 

 

******************************* 

(Early Bird) 



U.S. Can Defeat Any Iranian Effort To Block Oil Shipping: Panetta 
(REUTERS 18 JUL 12) By David Alexander 

WASHINGTON -- The United States has the military capacity to defeat any Iranian attempt to 
shut down sea commerce in the oil-rich Gulf region and will hold Tehran directly responsible for 
shipping disruptions, Defense Secretary Leon Panetta said on Wednesday. 

"The United States is fully prepared for all contingencies here," Panetta told a Pentagon news 
conference. "We've invested in capabilities to ensure that the Iranian attempt to close down 
shipping in the Gulf is something that we are going to be able to defeat, if they make a decision 
to do that." 

Panetta's comments came amid rising tensions in the region over Iran's nuclear program and its 
threats to close the vital Strait of Hormuz unless the international community revokes sanctions 
imposed on Iranian oil shipments. 

A security team aboard a U.S. Navy oiler opened fire with a .50 caliber machine gun on a small 
boat off the United Arab Emirates this week after it failed to heed warnings to alter its course. 
An Indian fisherman was killed and three others were wounded in the incident, which is under 
investigation. 

Concerns about the security situation in the region have prompted the Pentagon to bolster its 
military presence, announcing this week, for example, that it would move the USS Stennis 
aircraft carrier strike group to the Gulf four months earlier than planned in order to maintain 
current force levels. 

The Stennis will replace another carrier that is being withdrawn, which would have left one 
strike group in the region to counter Iran and support U.S. combat air operations in Afghanistan. 

The U.S. military announced on Tuesday more than 20 countries would participate in anti-mine 
exercises in the region in September. The exercises will not take place in the Strait and the 
Pentagon denied it was sending a message to Iran. 

The USS Ponce, a forward staging base ship, arrived in the Gulf earlier this month to help 
support mine countermeasure operations and other maritime security efforts in the region, the 
military said. 

British Defense Secretary Philip Hammond, appearing at the Pentagon news conference with 
Panetta, said London was committed to helping ensure Gulf sea lanes remained open. 

"I can reaffirm our commitment to play our part in maintaining freedom of navigation in the 
international waters of the Gulf and the Straits of Hormuz," Hammond said. "Any attempt by 
Iran to close the Straits would be illegal and the international community will not allow it to 
happen." 



Panetta said Washington was prepared to respond to any move against sea commerce by Tehran. 

"The Iranians need to understand that the United States and the international community are 
going to hold them directly responsible for any disruption of shipping in that region, by Iran or 
for that matter by its surrogates," he said. 

******************************* 

U.S. Navy Aims To Meet Growing Demand For Special Forces 
(AEROSPACE DAILY & DEFENSE REPORT 18 JULY 12) By Michael Fabey 

The war against terrorism and concerns over ballistic missile attacks are being linked to strains on U.S. 
Navy ships and resources, and growing concern that the service may be unable to meet operational needs. 

Missions requiring Special Forces work or construction needs are stressing Navy resources, but of 
particular consideration, some defense analysts say, is the increasing need for ships to handle ballistic 
missile defense (BMD) operations. 

“Our Seals, our Seabees, they’re under a lot of demand,” says Adm. Jonathan Greenert, chief of naval 
operations (CNO). “Ballistic missile ships are under demand.” 

Speaking during a recent Pentagon briefing with reporters, Greenert said, “We track each and we got to 
keep an eye on it.” 

The Navy’s BMD program is anchored by its fleet of destroyers and cruisers equipped with the Aegis 
combat system, and it is carried out jointly with the Missile Defense Agency (MDA). Under the Obama 
administration’s European Phased Adaptive Approach (EPAA) for European missile defense, BMD-
capable Aegis ships have begun operating in European waters to defend the continent from potential 
ballistic missile attacks from countries such as Iran. 

The U.S., Spain and NATO jointly acknowledged in October that as part of the EPAA, four BMD-
capable Aegis ships are to be forward-homeported at Rota, Spain, in fiscal 2014 and 2015. BMD-capable 
Aegis ships also operate in the Western Pacific and Persian Gulf to provide regional defense against 
potential ballistic missile attacks from countries such as North Korea and Iran. 

According to the Congressional Research Service (CRS), under MDA and Navy plans the number of 
BMD-capable Navy Aegis ships is scheduled to grow to 36 at the end of fiscal 2018 from 24 at the end of 
fiscal 2011. 

“Some observers have been concerned that demands for BMD-capable Aegis ships are growing faster 
than the number of BMD-capable Aegis ships,” CRS reports. 

The proposed 36 BMD-capable Aegis ships by fiscal 2018 would be seven fewer than projected under the 
fiscal 2012 budget. “Numbers of BMD-capable Aegis ships under the proposed fiscal 2013 budget 
compared to the fiscal 2012 budget might, other things held equal, reinforce such concerns,” CRS reports. 



On the other hand, CRS says, A Defense Department official has been quoted as saying the 
EPAA mission to be performed by the four BMD-capable Aegis ships to be homeported at Rota 
would instead require 10 U.S.-homeported BMD-capable Aegis ships to perform. 

On that basis, CRS says, it would appear that homeporting four BMD-capable Aegis ships at 
Rota could reduce demands for BMD-capable Aegis ships by six ships. 

“In terms of the balance between demands for BMD-capable Aegis ships and available numbers . 
. . , the decline in the ramp-up rate in the number of BMD-capable Aegis ships under the 
proposed fiscal 2013 budget compared to the fiscal 2012 budget might be viewed as offset to a 
substantial degree, at least in certain years, by the plan to forward-homeport four BMD-capable 
Aegis ships at Rota,” CRS says. 

******************************* 

(Early Bird) 

Britain, U.S. Hail F-35 Fighter As Tightening Ties 
(REUTERS 18 JUL 12) By Jim Wolf 

 Britain and the United States hailed Wednesday their work on Lockheed Martin Corp's F-35 
Joint Strike Fighter as tightening military ties, a day before Britain receives the jet's first 
international delivery. 

Britain is to formally accept an F-35 test model at Lockheed's Fort Worth, Texas, production 
plant on Thursday. The Pentagon seized the occasion to voice strong support for the plane, which 
is over budget, behind schedule and a potential target for cuts by lawmakers. 

The delivery reflects "considerable strides" in the program, particularly in the past year, U.S. 
Defense Secretary Leon Panetta told a Pentagon press conference alongside Philip Hammond, 
his British counterpart. 

"The F-35 represents, I believe, the future of tactical aviation for both of our armed services" and 
would help ensure "our dominance of the skies for years to come," he said. 

Hammond, secretary of state for defence, cited joint work on the F-35B short takeoff/vertical 
landing model -- of which Britain plans to buy 48 -- as one of the "crucial keystones" of what he 
called Britain's most important defence relationship. 

The radar-evading, multirole F-35 is the Pentagon's costliest arms purchase, expected to top $396 
billion for 2,443 aircraft in three models through the mid-2030s. The aircraft is being built for the 
U.S. Air Force, Navy and Marine Corps along with Britain and the seven other co-development 
partners - Italy, Turkey, Canada, Australia, Denmark, Norway and the Netherlands. 



Israel and Japan also are buying the F-35, designed to replace a range of fighter, strike and 
ground-attack aircraft, including Lockheed's multirole F-16, the world's most widely used 
fighter. 

The Defense Department this year postponed production of 179 F-35s until after 2017, stretching 
development and testing in an effort to curb costly retrofits. The project's latest restructuring, the 
third such major revamp, added 33 months and $7.9 billion to the development plan. 

"Our continued commitment to this program will also further solidify the U.S.-U.K. alliance," 
Panetta said. 

He handed over a small-scale model, joshing that it was a cheaper version of the one for which 
Hammond is to pick up the keys in Texas. 

Lockheed Martin, the Pentagon's No. 1 supplier by sales, is developing the F-35 with Northrop 
Grumman Corp and Britain's BAE Systems PLC. Britain initially invested $2 billion in the F-
35's development, the most of any of the eight partner nations. 

Hammond later in the day cheered the F-35B model as "superb" and as an example of the "merit 
of cooperating more fully - pooling demand, investment and technology." 

"And no two countries are better placed to work together for the common good than Britain and 
the U.S.," he said in a speech hosted by the Center for a New American Security, a private 
national security research group. 

Hammond told Reuters before his speech that Britain ultimately planned to buy an unspecified 
number of additional F-35 models after deciding - as early as 2015 or as late as 2020 - on a mix 
of manned and unmanned aircraft to replace its multirole Eurofighter Typhoon fighters. 

******************************* 

(Early Bird) 

Time Running Out For Avoiding Financial Crisis 
Sequestration set to damage defense as no enemy could 
(WASHINGTON TIMES 19 JUL 12) By Phil Dunmire 

As a maritime nation and with more than 90 percent of global commerce traveling our world's 
oceans and seas, the United States is facing a serious threat. This time, the threat is not coming 
from pirates, rogue nations or extremists - this threat to freedom of our seas is coming from our 
own Congress. 

Those in the maritime community and industry know it is our nation's sea services - the Navy, 
Coast Guard, Marine Corps and U.S.-flagged Merchant Marine - that help ensure freedom of the 
seas. Many often take this for granted or may not even realize the critical role our sea services 



provide on a daily basis. Though the conflict in Afghanistan is drawing down, it is by no means 
finished. Likewise, the threats on the open seas and at critical chokepoints around the world 
remain ever-present. Our national command authority has committed our armed forces to a 
renewed focus and dominant presence in the Pacific - the world's largest maritime domain. As 
our global commitments and threats have increased, our nation is facing unprecedented defense 
cuts through a process called sequestration that will devastate our ability to provide deterrence 
and power projection, upsetting the balance that makes would-be aggressors think twice before 
engaging with the United States. 

The defense and maritime industries are being jeopardized from within. When the Joint Select 
Committee on Deficit Reduction failed to find a savings agreement, the Budget Control Act of 
2011 mandated $487 billion in security cuts over the next 10 years and included a small but 
devastating provision that will trigger $1.2 trillion in automatic spending cuts, effective January 
2013. An estimated $492 billion of those cuts will come from security spending in the 
Departments of Defense and Homeland Security, the National Nuclear Security Administration 
and other defense- and intelligence-related programs. The bottom line is, programs related to our 
nation's defense will absorb half of the sequestration costs despite being just 19 percent of the 
national spending budget. 

Not only is the sheer size of those cuts - about $54 billion a year, equal to two years' worth of all 
Defense Department shipbuilding and maritime systems - a massive problem, but the 
implementation is leaving budget planners stumped. Nobody knows how those cuts will be 
applied or even the exact amount. The Office of Management and Budget has issued no 
guidance, and the Pentagon has stated that it is not making plans for sequestration. The law 
requires that the cuts be distributed uniformly at the program, project and activity level across 
every budget account. This directive only adds to the confusion. 

Cuts will go into effect automatically in January, and so far, Congress has done nothing to stop 
them. With a recess session quickly approaching, followed by elections and then a lame-duck 
session, time is running out quickly. Many of those in the homeland security and defense 
industries are anticipating the worst. Because of long-lead contract requirements, industry 
already is preparing for layoffs. Those layoffs will have draconian effects. They will impact our 
already fragile economy and job market and in the long run will result in lost critical capabilities 
and expertise. 

Only a legislative solution can stop this from going forward, but Congress is behaving as though 
this is a problem that can be handled later. So why, given the size and problematic 
implementation, was this piece of legislation allowed to pass in a Congress that normally 
recognizes the precarious world we live in and the need for a strong defense? Simple - it was 
never intended to happen. The prospect of such large cuts applied so indiscriminately with no 
regard to strategic priorities was intended to be so horrifying that the Joint Select Committee on 



Deficit Reduction would be forced to compromise. That did not happen, and now Congress is 
left to deal with the mess it created for itself. 

The Navy League of the United States is a nonpartisan organization dedicated to ensuring that 
our nation has strong and viable sea services. Our mission is to educate the American people and 
our elected officials of this need to further our nation's safety, peace and prosperity. In the world 
we live in, budget cuts are inevitable, but those cuts need to be applied intelligently and 
judicially. We urge Congress to stop sequestration. How members can reach this bipartisan 
consensus is for them to determine. They must not reach compromise in the lame-duck session, 
but as soon as possible. Now is not the time to signal to our allies and to our foes that we are not 
willing - or that we lack the capability - to fulfill our global commitments now or in the future. 
Congress, do your job. 

Phil Dunmire is national president of theNavy League of the United States. 

 



 

 

New sub gives Electric Boat a mission for the future  
(THE DAY 19 AUG 12) By Jennifer McDermott  

GROTON - The fate of Electric Boat depends on the design and construction of a new class of 
ballistic-missile submarines, EB's new president says. 

"I would say it is the future of EB," Kevin J. Poitras said in an interview last week. 

Usually EB's Virginia-class submarine program is in the spotlight, whether it's because Navy 
officials are praising it for being on time and under budget or members of Congress are trying to 
keep it on track despite the fiscal climate. 

But inside EB's New London offices, most designers and engineers are focused on creating the 
ballistic-missile submarine that will replace the Ohio-class. It's the first new design of a ballistic-
missile submarine in 40 years. 

"The Ohio-class replacement is the next really big opportunity for EB," Loren B. Thompson, 
chief operating officer at the Lexington Institute, a nonprofit think tank, said last week. 
"Virginia-class construction will continue, but in terms of the design team and the engineers, the 
future is all about designing a replacement for the Ohio class." 

About two-thirds of the company's business today is building Virginia-class attack submarines. 
But when EB starts manufacturing the class of 12 ballistic-missile submarines, building each 
one, by sheer weight, will be akin to building three attack submarines. 

"It's three times the weight and almost three times the ship to build. That's a significant effort for 
us," said Poitras, who has led EB since May. 

He predicted the company eventually will need several thousand more employees to do it. 

The Pentagon has recommended delaying the start of construction on the ballistic-missile sub 
from 2019 to 2021. When construction begins, and EB is at the same time building two Virginia-
class submarines a year with Newport News Shipbuilding in Virginia, the shipyard could need as 
many as 16,000 people in Groton and at its Quonset Point manufacturing facility, Poitras said. 
EB currently employs about 11,400 people. 

The shipyard most likely wouldn't have bought New London property from Pfizer two years ago 
if the Navy didn't want a new ballistic-missile submarine, and would need only about half of the 
4,500 designers and engineers it employs, Poitras said. 

"There's no question EB is growing right now and will grow because of the Ohio replacement 
program," U.S. Rep. Joe Courtney, D-2nd District, said. "And Kevin is the maestro of the 
program." 

'Time went by fast' 



 

 

Given Poitras' experience with the Ohio-class replacement program, it came as little surprise to 
many at EB and in the Navy that he was chosen to succeed John P. Casey when Casey left New 
London to become executive vice president of General Dynamics' Marine Systems group. 

Poitras was then senior vice president of engineering, design and business development at EB. 
He oversaw design and engineering projects, including the Ohio-class replacement. 

"This is a time when you want an engineer running the place rather than a manufacturing guru," 
Thompson said, "because the Ohio replacement is going to be about development for the next 
decade, rather than about production." 

Poitras, 61, has worked at EB for nearly 40 years. He grew up north of Boston in Haverhill, 
Mass., and graduated from the Maine Maritime Academy. He said he wanted to go to sea as a 
merchant mariner but there weren't many ships to work on because of the Vietnam War. After 
driving by Electric Boat one day, he decided to apply. 

"I said, 'I'll stay here a couple of years and when shipping straightens out, I'll go out,'" Poitras 
said. "Time went by fast." 

He worked on ship overhaul and repair projects as an engineer, went into the yard when EB 
started building Los Angeles-class submarines, and continued to move up in the engineering and 
operations departments. The ballistic-missile submarine will be the fourth new ship design 
(including an aircraft carrier) he has helped advance to production. 

The work on the new sub is regenerating critical design skills at EB and in the industrial base. 

The Virginia-class design was 43 percent complete at the start of construction, Poitras said. 
Today, designers and engineers aim to complete 70 percent of the ballistic-missile sub's design 
by the start of construction to lower the lead ship's cost, which is currently estimated at $11.7 
billion, including design. 

After the first, the rest of the class is estimated to cost $6 billion per boat, which the Navy wants 
to reduce to $5 billion, according to the Congressional Budget Office. The Navy estimates that 
building the 12 submarines will cost $78 billion. 

'Bullish' on EB's future 

For now, Poitras said his main priority is completing the transition from one Virginia-class 
submarine to two annually, while continuing to improve them. 

"I don't want to take my eye off the ball, so to speak," he said. 

The Congressional Budget Office has suggested that the Navy could buy three attack submarines 
annually for many of the years between 2014 and 2023 to prevent a shortfall in the fleet. Poitras 
said meeting such a request would be "within the capabilities here, certainly," since EB and 
Newport News each would build half of the additional submarine. 



 

 

The company faces a lull in its workload from October through January, but Poitras expects to 
hire about 250 people for the trades in Groton for 2013. He said it has been a few years since 
there were that many openings in the trades. 

Courtney said when it comes to the future of EB, he's "bullish." 

"The Virginia-class program is a keeper. It's going to be two subs a year for the rest of this 
decade and, I think, beyond," he said. "Then you've got what I think is the next big thing in the 
Navy, the Ohio replacement program, and EB is going to be right in the center of it." 

Sequestration - automatic spending cuts scheduled for Jan. 1 unless Congress acts - is a potential 
wrench in the plans. 

Poitras said EB may not be as vulnerable as others because of the contracts it has in place, and he 
is not preparing any layoff notices. But, he said, he is constantly watching the situation since one 
Virginia-class submarine could be canceled if the cuts are made. 

Despite the uncertainties about the federal budget, Poitras said, support for submarine programs 
within the Department of Defense and Congress is at a high point. He seemed optimistic, not 
only because of the projects on the horizon but also because of the people working on them. 

"Part of the fabric of the company is the people," he said. "There are a lot of people like me that 
came here, liked the people, liked the work. It's very rewarding. It gives you the opportunity to 
move around if you want to. You get up in the morning and you want to go work. You enjoy 
what you do and you enjoy the people you work with. I think you'll find that a lot around here." 

***************************** 

 (Early Bird) 

Dispute Over Islands Reflects Japanese Fear Of China’s Rise 
(NEW YORK TIMES 22 AUG 12) By Martin Fackler 

 ISHIGAKI, Japan — When the flotilla of 21 fishing boats arrived at an island chain at the center 
of a growing territorial dispute with China, the captains warned the dozens of activists and 
politicians aboard not to attempt a landing. 

Ten of the activists jumped into the shark-infested waters anyway, swimming ashore on Sunday 
and planting the rising sun flag that evokes painful memories of Imperial Japan’s 20th-century 
march across Asia. 

“We feel that they dragged us into an international incident,” said Masanori Tamashiro, one of 
the boat captains. 

That feeling is widely shared in Japan, where a small number of nationalists has pushed the 
country to assert itself more boldly to counter China’s and South Korea’s economic rise and 



 

 

China’s quickly evolving territorial ambitions. The conflict with China has raised the specter that 
the United States, Japan’s longtime defender, could be pulled into the fight. 

The nationalists have gained traction for their cause in recent months by taking advantage of the 
government’s political weakness, forcing the governing party to take a tougher stand on the 
islands west of here, known as the Senkakus in Japan and the Diaoyu in China. 

But the activists are also tapping into a widespread anxiety over China, which intensified two 
years ago during the last major flare-up over the Senkakus. China retaliated then for Japan’s 
arrest of a fishing captain by starving Japan of the rare earths needed for its already struggling 
electronics industry. That anxiety became more pronounced in recent months as China expanded 
its claims in the nearby South China Sea, challenging Vietnam, the Philippines and others over 
more than 40 islands in a vast area, and backing its statements with aggressive moves that 
included sending larger patrol boats to disputed waters. 

There is still little appetite in pacifist Japan for a full-blown confrontation with China. But 
analysts say consensus is growing on the need to stand up to China as power in the region 
appears to slip further from economically fading Japan and the United States. 

“We are all gearing up for an international tug of war in this region,” said Narushige Michishita, 
an expert on security issues at the National Graduate Institute for Policy Studies in Tokyo. 
“Whenever the distribution of power changes in a dramatic way, people start to redraw lines.” 

That is precisely what is happening in the South China Sea, which has received more 
international attention than Japan’s territorial battles. But experts say the increasingly shrill war 
of words over disputed islands between Japan and its East Asian neighbors, including China and 
South Korea, is potentially more explosive. Unlike in the South China Sea, where the frictions 
center on competition for natural resources, the East Asian island disputes are more about 
history, rooted in lingering — and easily ignited — anger over Japan’s brutal dominance decades 
ago. 

Those raw emotions were loosed over the weekend, as hundreds and possibly thousands of 
Chinese — in protests that were at least tolerated by the government — poured into the streets in 
several cities to denounce Japan’s claims over the Senkakus. 

“The stakes are much higher in East Asia because you have bigger countries in close proximity, 
and the conflicts are more direct and emotional,” said Kent Calder, director of the Edwin O. 
Reischauer Center for East Asian Studies at Johns Hopkins University. 

The ramifications for the United States are also potentially more troubling, analysts said. The 
United States has been urging Japan and South Korea to pick up more of the burden of defending 
against China and North Korea, but the countries’ latest standoff over islets that sit between 
them, known as Takeshima in Japan and Dokdo in Korean, contributed to South Korea’s 
decision to back out of an agreement to share military intelligence with Japan. 



 

 

An even bigger, though remote, risk for the United States, some analysts said, is that it could be 
dragged into an armed conflict between China and Japan, which it is obligated by treaty to 
defend. 

“There is a real possibility that if diplomacy fails, there will be a war,” said Kazuhiko Togo, a 
former career Japanese diplomat who has written on the island issues. 

The current row between Japan and China was started by Tokyo’s governor, Shintaro Ishihara, a 
longtime and outspoken advocate of conservative issues. Last spring, he said he wanted Tokyo to 
buy the islands from their current owner, a Japanese citizen, to better defend them from China. 
Under pressure not to look weak in advance of elections, Prime Minister Yoshihiko Noda 
quickly said the central government would buy the islands instead. 

That set off a tit-for-tat between activists from both countries. First, seven Hong Kong activists 
landed last week on Uotori, the largest of the disputed islands, and were among 14 Chinese 
arrested by Japan and quickly deported. Japanese nationalists retaliated with their landing on the 
same island on Sunday. (In a sign of how small the circle of Japanese activists is, one of the eight 
national lawmakers who joined the flotilla, Eriko Yamatani of the opposition Liberal Democratic 
Party, was also part of a recent episode that helped set off the latest battle between South Korea 
and Japan over their disputed islands.) 

That flotilla left from here, on Ishigaki island, on the southern edge of the Okinawa chain about 
80 miles from the Senkakus. 

Yoshiyuki Toita, a 42-year-old member of Ishigaki’s city assembly, was one of the few local 
residents who joined the expedition. “Japan has come to the point that it must change,” Mr. Toita 
said. “The era of just depending on the United States is over.” 

Even so, Mr. Toita agreed with mainstream opinion that Japan should cleave more closely to the 
United States. 

Still, the government has taken at least some actions to show its own willingness to push back at 
China, most notably redrawing its national defense strategy, which had once focused on the 
Soviet Union in the north, but now will concentrate on protecting against China in the south. An 
opinion poll last October conducted by the prime minister’s office showed a growing wariness, 
with more than 70 percent of Japanese saying they do not have “friendly feelings” toward China. 

Such sentiments have even made inroads here in Ishigaki, a part of Okinawa, where a deep 
pacifism was born of the anger at the Japanese Imperial Army’s forcing of civilians to commit 
suicide during World War II, as well as the heavy American troop presence after the war. 

As Chinese warships and patrol boats have become a more frequent sight near here, some 
islanders have begun to speak out more in support of the American and Japanese militaries, even 
as sentiment against United States bases remains strong. 



 

 

Since the events of two years ago when China cut off supplies of rare earths, Ishigaki’s mayor, 
Yoshitaka Nakayama, began flying the rising sun flag in front of City Hall for the first time since 
World War II. 

At the same time, said Mr. Nakayama, 45, he values his island’s growing trade and tourism links 
to the Chinese-speaking world, especially Taiwan, which also stakes a claim to the Senkakus. 

Mr. Tamashiro, the fishing boat captain, expressed similar conflicted feelings, even as he has 
begun taking more activists to see the islands. “Basically, fishermen don’t want the politics to 
disrupt their livelihoods,” Mr. Tamashiro said. But at $4,500 per boat charter, he said, going to 
the Senkakus “is not bad money.” 

***************************** 

Sri Lankan navy detains 152 on fishing trawlers bound illegally for Australia 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 22 AUG 12) 

COLOMBO, Sri Lanka — Sri Lanka’s navy says it has detained 152 people who were 
attempting to migrate illegally to Australia in fishing trawlers. 

It says naval ships detained 69 people on a trawler off Sri Lanka’s west coast on Tuesday and 83 
others on two other boats off its east coast on Monday. 

It says all 152 were Sri Lankans and were handed over to police. 

It is illegal in Sri Lanka to leave from unauthorized ports. The maximum sentence is five years in 
prison. 

Police say so far this year they have arrested about 1,200 Australia-bound Sri Lankans, Indians, 
Pakistanis and Afghans. 

Last week, Australia’s Parliament passed tough new legislation aimed at deterring a flood of 
asylum seekers making perilous sea journeys to the country’s shores. 

***************************** 

(Early Bird) 

Secretary Of Defense Visiting Bremerton Aircraft Carrier Wednesday 
(KITSAP SUN 21 AUG 12) By Ed Friedrich 

BREMERTON — Secretary of Defense Leon Panetta will join USS John C. Stennis sailors and 
families on the aircraft carrier Wednesday morning to thank them for redeploying next week to 
the Middle East. 



 

 

In July, Panetta ordered the Stennis strike group to deploy four months earlier than planned. The 
ship, which returned March 2 to Naval Base Kitsap-Bremerton from the Persian Gulf and 
Arabian Sea was scheduled to go to the western Pacific around the end of the year. The secretary 
changed course to keep two carriers in the combustible Middle East. 

"He knows in the last two-plus years, they've spent a lot of time away, and he wants to let them 
know why it's important that they do this deployment," Panetta spokesman Carl Woog said. "The 
secretary wants the men and women of the Stennis to know their deployment is critical to 
national security and to thank them for the extraordinary effort to make the ship ready before it 
was anticipated." 

Panetta, who became secretary of defense last summer, arrives around 10:30 a.m. He'll meet with 
strike group leadership, address around 2,000 sailors during an all-hands call in the hangar bay, 
thank some sailors individually, lunch with junior enlisted sailors in their mess hall, meet family 
members and spend a few minutes with the media before departing around 3 p.m., Woog said. 

***************************** 

(CHINFO Clips) 
 
Navy warships to visit Detroit in September 
(DETROIT FREE PRESS 22 AUG 12) By Peggy Walsh-Sarnecki 
 
The U.S. Navy will sail into Detroit early next month, for the first time in 13 years, with 
warships from the past and present as part of a special Navy Week celebrating the 200th 
anniversary of the War of 1812. 

From Sept. 4-10, spectators will be able to tour modern Navy vessels, as well as a tall ship 
replica, Rear Adm. Greg Nosal said at a news conference Tuesday in Detroit. Nosal heads Strike 
Carrier Group II, which is sending the ships to the Great Lakes for the event. 

The bicentennial celebration is especially relevant in Detroit, Nosal said. The War of 1812 was 
in large part fought over free trade, and free trade is still vitally important to Detroit, with its 
large import and export industry, Nosal said. He added that 90% of all trade, by volume, travels 
by ship today. 

And Detroit was chosen as a host city because of its direct link to the War of 1812. The city was 
an important military outpost in the war -- but mainly for the British, who tricked the commander 
of Ft. Detroit into surrendering the city without a shot and occupied it for more than a year. 

Detroit is one of 10 cities along the Great Lakes included in the bicentennial tour. 

Two U.S. Navy ships, the De Wert, a frigate, and the Hurricane, a coastal patrol boat, will make 
the trek. 



 

 

In addition, there will be a U.S. Coast Guard cutter Katmai Bay and the tall ship Niagara, a 
replica of the ship Capt. Oliver Hazard Perry used as a relief flagship during the Battle of Lake 
Erie. The ships will be docked at the Detroit Port Authority pier on the Detroit River. 

A Canadian Navy vessel will be there, as well, docked across the Detroit River on the Canadian 
side. 

For more information about the Navy Week, War of 1812 Bicentennial tour, see 
www.ourflagwasstillthere.org.  

***************************** 

(CHINFO Clips) 

Defense Contractor Guilty Of Providing Old Parts To Navy 
(STARS AND STRIPES 22 AUG 12) By Erik Slavin  

A federal jury in Ohio found a defense contractor guilty on 39 counts of fraud and related 
offenses for knowingly providing out-of-date electronics critical to Navy nuclear reactors, 
submarines and aircraft. 

Jerome Rabinowitz, 69, also known as Jerry Roth, sold the Navy military surplus and decades-
old parts essential to weapons systems and safety, according to the indictment filed by federal 
prosecutors. 

The convictions Friday include 25 counts of mail fraud, nine counts of wire fraud, three counts 
of money laundering and two counts of making false official statements. 

AdvertisementOn Tuesday, U.S. District Court Judge Gregory Frost ordered Rabinowitz to 
forfeit $355,000, according to court documents. 

Rabinowitz sold at least 21 shipments of parts that did not conform with federal guidelines in 
2006-09 through his company, J&W Technologies LLC. 

The non-confirming parts included transistors, semiconductors, voltage regulators and 
microcircuitry. 

“The microcircuits are critical application items used on the Naval Nuclear Reactors Program,” 
the indictment stated. “The defendant supplied the Department of Defense non-conforming parts 
that did not meet government specifications and were over 26 years old.” 

It remained unclear Wednesday how many of the parts that Rabinowitz sold were used by the 
Navy; however, past searches for suspect parts following investigations of contractors have 
proven costly. Last year, a search for falsely certified metal installed aboard multiple submarines 
and the under-construction aircraft carrier USS Gerald Ford cost the Navy at least $1.3 million. 



 

 

Rabinowitz faces a maximum sentence of 20 years in prison for each fraud count, up to 10 years 
for the money laundering counts and up to five years for each of the false official statements. 



 

 

(Early Bird) 

Clinton Plays Up 'Frank' Talks With Beijing 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 07 SEP 12) By Patrick Barta 

U.S. Secretary of State Hillary Clinton put a positive spin on meetings with Chinese leaders 
earlier this week that yielded little visible progress on diplomatic disputes, saying the 
relationship between the two superpowers is mature enough to withstand differences. 

Nearing the final leg of her 11-day Asia-Pacific tour with Thursday stops in East Timor and 
Brunei, Mrs. Clinton also sought to dial back speculation that she was visiting the smaller 
nations in an effort to counter Chinese influence in the region. 

"We are not here against any other country," she said. "We happen to believe that Asia and the 
Pacific are quite big enough for many countries to participate in the activities of the region." 

Her stops, which included a tour of a coffee plantation in Connecticut-sized East Timor, 
followed her visit to Beijing, where she and Chinese leaders appeared far apart on key issues 
such as how to end Syria's civil war and resolve territorial disputes in the resource-rich South 
China Sea. Chinese Foreign Minister Yang Jiechi dismissed the idea that there was a serious 
problem in the South China Sea, saying the historical record supported its claims there, and said 
solutions to the Syrian crisis shouldn't be imposed by outside countries. 

Mrs. Clinton was also greeted skeptically by Chinese state media, which questioned whether 
U.S. officials were trying to drive a wedge between Beijing and other countries across the region. 

"As was evident yesterday, there is a huge amount going on where the United States and China 
need to consult," Mrs. Clinton said, also mentioning issues including Iran, North Korea and the 
global economic recovery. "Even when we disagree, believe me, we can talk very frankly now. 
We can explore the toughest issues without imperiling the whole relationship," she said. 

"The United States, certainly I, am not going to shy away from standing up for our strategic 
interests, and in expressing clearly where we differ," she added.Mr. Yang called the talks 
"constructive and fruitful," state media said. 

Analysts widely believe Mrs. Clinton's trip is partly intended to rally leaders in other Asian 
nations to forge a common position on issues such as how to settle disputes in the South China 
Sea, which is claimed in whole by China and in part by Vietnam, the Philippines, Malaysia and 
others. The U.S. says it doesn't take sides in territorial disputes, but says it has an interest in 
maintaining freedom of navigation in the sea, which is home to some of the world's most critical 
shipping lanes. 

Mrs. Clinton's trip comes two months ahead of a major regional summit in Phnom Penh in 
November where U.S. leaders are expected to continue pressing for a code of conduct to govern 
conflicts in the sea. China has opposed efforts to settle disagreements at multilateral forums and 
says it prefers to handle them on a bilateral basis. 



 

 

Her stop in Brunei, meanwhile, took her to a tiny petrostate of only about 400,000 people that 
nevertheless will carry more weight next year when it is slated to host a series of major meetings 
of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations, an increasingly important regional bloc which 
U.S. officials hope can serve as a check on growing Chinese diplomatic sway. Brunei also has 
claims in the South China Sea, as well as experience in hammering out joint-development 
agreements for oil and gas in contested waters, which could be applied to disputes in the sea. 

A senior U.S. State Department official traveling with Mrs. Clinton from East Timor to Brunei 
acknowledged it was likely tensions would remain high for the foreseeable future. "I do think we 
have to be prepared for more tension on some of these matters," the official said. "I think this is 
the new normal." 

But U.S. officials played down the strategic imperative of visiting East Timor, instead arguing 
Mrs. Clinton's stop there was intended mainly to recognize the country's significant progress 
since it gained independence from Indonesia a decade ago, capped with a democratic election 
this year. Even so, U.S. officials have supported the idea of admitting East Timor into the 10-
member Asean bloc, which could enhance its strategic significance. 

Mrs. Clinton heads next to Vladivostok, Russia, where she will attend an Asia-Pacific Economic 
Cooperation summit this weekend. 

**************************** 

(CHINFO Clips) 

Japan, Russia To Work On Ties 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 07 SEP 12) By Mitsuru Obe 

 VLADIVOSTOK, Russia—Tokyo policy makers see a window of opportunity to resolve a 
territorial dispute between Japan and Russia over four small islands that has stunted bilateral 
relations for six decades, after an olive branch on the issue from Vladimir Putin and as the rise of 
China heightens the urgency for both countries to deepen ties. 

Since Mr. Putin's return as Russia's president this year he has signaled a willingness to 
compromise with the World War II enemy and Tokyo has also acknowledged it may need to 
make its own concessions on the dispute, which has prevented the two countries from signing a 
peace treaty. 

"At the end of the day, a political decision will have to be made," said Seiji Maehara, the policy 
chief of the ruling Democratic Party of Japan and a former foreign minister. 

Japanese Prime Minister Yoshihiko Noda is gearing up to address the issue in a meeting with 
Mr. Putin, expected to be held this weekend in Russia's Far East city of Vladivostok on the 
sidelines of the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation summit. 



 

 

At issue are four southern islands in the Kuril Island chain that the former Soviet Union took 
over during the final days of the war. Japan is demanding the return of all four islands, which it 
calls the Northern Territories, while Russia under a 1956 agreement has pledged to return only 
the smallest two. 

The dispute has attracted renewed attention in Japan following the visit to one of the islands by 
Russian Prime Minister Dmitry Medvedev in July, which fueled Japanese antipathy toward 
Russia. 

In 2011, trade between Japan and Russia totaled about $30 billion, less than a 10th of that 
between Japan and China. The number of visitors between Japan and Russia was 130,000, 
compared to five million between Japan and China. 

But Japanese officials said the rise of China has led to a turnaround in Japan's policy toward 
Russia, with changes first taking place in the security arena. 

In 2010, experts from the U.S., Russia and Japan launched "Track II" talks to discuss security 
cooperation in northeast Asia, including China's emergence as an economic and military 
superpower. The forum will be upgraded to involve government officials next year. 

Signs of rapprochement have also come from Russia as it tries to develop its Far East region in 
an effort to address the potential security threat posed by China, its southern neighbor. 

Analysts say Russia is concerned that its Far East—with a population of only six million that is 
steadily declining—could become part of China's economic sphere, given the sharp increase of 
Chinese immigrants into the region. 

Mr. Putin is also considered to be enthusiastic about deeper ties with Japan as a way to seek 
further technology cooperation and joint natural-resource development in the underdeveloped 
eastern half of the country. 

When he was elected president in March, Mr. Putin offered an olive branch to Japan, saying that 
"both sides should compromise." 

As for Japan, resource projects in the region have gained more importance as it relies more on 
natural gas to replace nuclear power in the wake of the March 2011 Fukushima Daiichi disaster. 
Russia's entry into the World Trade Organization last month has also fueled the desire by 
Japanese multinationals to expand business in Russia. 

But for Japanese companies, any business with Russia needs to be conducted discreetly, lest it 
trigger protests from nationalist groups opposing closer ties with the former enemy, a sentiment 
shaped by Moscow's annexation of the southern Kuril islands as well as its decadelong postwar 
internment of half a million Japanese soldiers in Siberia. 



 

 

"We do not actively publicize our business with Russia," said a senior official of Itochu Corp., a 
Japanese trading house involved in a natural-gas and oil project in the Russian Far East island of 
Sakhalin. 

However, experts and officials stress the need for political will to overcome such public 
sentiment to take advantage of Mr. Putin's eagerness for change. 

"A small window of opportunity has been opened by the election of Mr. Putin, and if Japan 
misses this opportunity, it would be a tremendous setback" for efforts to resolve the dispute, said 
Kazuhiko Togo, a former Japanese diplomat who was involved in negotiations with Russia. 

On Wednesday, Russia's foreign minister echoed Mr. Putin's call for a compromise. Sergei 
Lavrov told a news conference in Vladivostok that Russia is ready to negotiate the territorial 
dispute and indicated the need for a compromise on both sides. 

"We are ready to continue negotiations and try to find solutions that will take on board the 
interests of both sides, that would be acceptable to the people of both countries," he said. 

Meanwhile, Japanese politicians recognize that the lack of political leadership and stability has 
been part of the problem. 

Prime Minister Noda is widely expected to lose power in a general election expected to be called 
in the coming months, after spending a little more than a year in office. Russia has had only three 
presidents in the 20 years since the historic breakup of the Soviet Union, while during that 
period, Japan has had 14 leaders. 

In an apparent recognition of the need for a bipartisan approach amid Japan's unstable 
government, Mr. Noda has recently picked Yoshiro Mori, a former prime minister and a veteran 
opposition lawmaker, as a special envoy to Moscow. 

"It would be ideal if the leaders of both countries serve long enough to cultivate personal trust in 
each other. But in the absence of such a condition, an environment needs to be created to ensure 
that the negotiations will still move forward," Japanese Foreign Minister Gemba said in a recent 
interview. 

SIDEBAR: The Kuril Islands Dispute 

• 1855: Japan and Russia sign friendship treaty, set new border in southern Kurils 

• 1945: Soviet Union joins Allies in attacks on Japan, annexing southern Kurils 

• 1956: Soviet Union agrees to return two of four southern Kuril Islands 

• 1960: Japan signs security treaty with the U.S.; Russia responds by nullifying the return 
of the two islands 



 

 

• 2001: Russia's Putin reaffirms 1956 declaration, acknowledges dispute over four islands 

• 2010: Russia's Medvedev visits disputed Kunashiri island 

• 2012: Putin wins election, calls on both Russia, Japan to compromise 

**************************** 

Astonishing Trimaran Warship Launched 
(MARINE LINK 07 SEP 12) 

Indonesia's North Sea Boats Ltd launch one of the most innovative warships in the world. 

Measuring 63m in overall length, the vessel will be named KRI Klewang - after a traditional 
Indonesian single edged sword. It combines a number of existing advanced technologies into a 
single, unique platform; a wave-piercer trimaran hull form, constructed exclusively of infused 
vinylester carbon fibre cored sandwich materials for all structural elements, with external 
“Stealth” geometry and features intended to reduce detection.  

The result of a 24 month research, design and development collaboration with New Zealand 
naval architects, LOMOcean Design Ltd, the ship represents a significant step forward in the use 
of advanced warship building technologies in countries outside of Europe and the United States.  

Offering stability and shallow draft, the vessel is designed for patrolling the littorals. The hull 
shape is intended to permit high speeds to be maintained and thus maximize crew operational 
capability in the short, steep seas characteristic of the coastline around the Indonesian 
Archipelago. The design borrows elements from previous trimarans from the same designer, 
including the 24m Earthrace (later Ady Gil), holder of the record for the fastest circumnavigation 
of the globe by a power boat.  

The design borrows elements from previous trimarans from the same designer, including the 
24m Earthrace (later Ady Gil), holder of the record for the fastest circumnavigation of the globe 
by a power boat. The underwater sections have been optimized for extended range at fast patrol 
speeds; the length, transverse and longitudinal positions and immersion of each of the three hulls 
have been carefully tailored for least resistance using both slender body analysis and towing tank 
testing. 

The underwater sections have been optimized for extended range at fast patrol speeds; the length, 
transverse and longitudinal positions and immersion of each of the three hulls have been 
carefully tailored for least resistance using both slender body analysis and towing tank testing.  

Powering and propulsion is by multiple MAN V12 diesel engines, coupled to MJP 550 water 
jets, located in both the centre hull and each of the two side hulls for maximum propulsive thrust 
and manoeuverability. The use of carbon foam sandwich composites on this scale in naval 
application is unprecedented outside of Scandinavia and is representative of the current state of 
the art in both maritime composites structural engineering and production technology.  



 

 

The structural design was subject to third party approval by Germanischer Lloyd in Hamburg, 
using design and approval methodologies tailored specifically for the unusual geometry of a 
large, wave-piercing trimaran.  

**************************** 

 (Early Bird) 

Named For Heroic SEAL, Warship Heads For Isles 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 06 SEP 12)  

BATH, MAINE--A Navy destroyer named after a Pearl Harbor-based SEAL killed in 
Afghanistan left a Bath shipyard Wednesday with sailors lining the deck in their white uniforms. 

The 510-foot warship sailed from Bath Iron Works after a ceremony at the Maine Maritime 
Museum, traveling down the Kennebec River toward the open ocean. It will be commissioned on 
Oct. 6 in New York City before traveling to the Pacific Ocean, where its home will be Pearl 
Harbor. 

The USS Michael Murphy is named for a Medal of Honor recipient from New York’s Long 
Island who led a four-member SEAL team against overwhelming odds in a gunbattle in 
Afghanistan on June 28, 2005. 

Lt. Murphy, 29, of Patchogue, N.Y., was one of 19 U.S. military personnel killed in the Hindu 
Kush mountains of eastern Afghanistan — three in a firefight with the enemy and 16 on a 
helicopter shot down as it flew in to aid Murphy’s unit. Five of the SEALs killed, including 
Murphy, were with SEAL Delivery Vehicle Team 1, based at Pearl City Peninsula. 

It began when a gunbattle erupted between a four-man SEAL team led by Murphy and 80 to 100 
enemy fighters high in the remote mountains of Kunar province. 

Intent on making contact with headquarters, Murphy, wounded and disregarding his own safety, 
moved into the open to get a better position to transmit a call for help for his men, the Navy said. 

At one point he was shot in the back, causing him to drop the transmitter, but Murphy retrieved 
it, completed the call and continued firing on the enemy. 

When it was over, 11 SEALs had been killed — the greatest loss for Naval Special Warfare since 
World War II — along with eight Army “Night Stalkers” assigned to the 160th Special 
Operations Aviation Regiment. 

Variety reported last month that Mark Wahlberg, Taylor Kitsch and Ben Foster were set to star 
in a movie version of the Afghanistan battle called “Lone Survivor.” 



 

 

The Peter Berg movie is based on the book by former Pearl Harbor SEAL Marcus Luttrell, who 
was part of Murphy’s small team when it was dropped high on a mountain and had to battle 
overwhelming odds. Kitsch (“Battleship,” “Friday Night Lights”) reportedly will play Murphy. 

The USS Michael Murphy was originally commissioned on May 7, 2011, but went back into dry 
dock for additional work. 

**************************** 

Navy's search for airfield for prop planes moves ahead 
(THE VIRGINIAN-PILOT 07 SEP 12) By Mike Hixenbaugh 

The Navy is a step closer to choosing an airfield where Norfolk-based prop planes will practice 
carrier landings, but officials will wait for public input before deciding whether to send them 
west toward Emporia or east to Wallops Island. 

The Navy on Thursday published the results of more than a year of environmental analysis for 
each site. Residents of both areas will have a chance to voice their concerns at public meetings 
later this month. 

The 1,116-page draft environmental assessment details how the sites - a municipal airport in 
Emporia-Greensville and a landing strip at NASA's Wallops Flight Facility on the Eastern Shore 
- would be affected by tens of thousands of low-altitude passes and touch-and-go maneuvers. 

The Navy did not identify a preferred alternative. 

Landing planes at either site would have a minimal impact on air quality, residential noise levels, 
and the safety of birds and other wildlife, the study determined. 

Ted Brown, a spokesman for the Navy's Fleet Forces Command, said the service hopes the 
selected field will be in use by next summer. The planes would conduct as many as 20,000 
passes annually at the field. 

For years, the Navy has been searching for a runway where E-2 Hawkeye and C-2 Greyhound 
pilots could sharpen skills needed to land on aircraft carriers at sea. 

Typically, the planes use Fentress Naval Auxiliary Landing Field in Chesapeake, but when 
Fentress is busy with fighter squadrons - or if it's closed for maintenance, as it has been since 
December - the prop planes train in Jacksonville, Fla. 

To ease congestion at Fentress and save the cost of sending the squadrons to Florida for weeks at 
a time, the Navy wants an alternative landing field closer to home. 

The decision to consider both Emporia-Greensville and Wallops Island came after some 
controversy. 



 

 

The service had initially considered a municipal airport in Franklin, but the City Council there 
voted down the plan in February 2011. The Navy asked for proposals for other sites, and the 
Emporia-Greensville Regional Airport was the only one that met the Navy's criteria. 

The Navy had begun conducting environmental assessments required for the deal to go forward 
about a year ago, when a pilot involved in the search publicly came forward to say that his chain 
of command was ignoring a cheaper option - using the government-owned runway at Wallops 
Island. 

Cmdr. Matt Baker, who is now retired, argued that using Emporia for training would cost the 
Navy $17 million more over a decade than it currently spends training local pilots. And because 
flight crews could switch into and out of planes at Wallops - something they can't do at Emporia, 
because its runway is long enough only for touch-and-go maneuvers - that option would require 
far fewer flight hours and less fuel, maintenance, and wear and tear on the planes. 

An inspector general investigation into Baker's allegations found no evidence to substantiate his 
claim that the site was being ignored. The Navy said its subsequent decision to study Wallops 
Island was unrelated to Baker's claims. 

The Navy plans to announce its decision in January, Brown said. 

The draft environmental assessment is available online. 

**************************** 

Newport News Shipbuilding Offers Buyouts To 1,200 
(THE VIRGINIAN-PILOT 07 SEP 12) By Robert McCabe 

About 1,200 nonunion, salaried employees at Newport News Shipbuilding are being offered 
buyout packages, a company spokeswoman said Thursday. 

"We are offering a voluntary severance program as a way to reduce costs," Christie Miller said. 
"Reducing our salaried workforce is one way we can remain competitive in an increasingly 
challenging marketplace. It will help us meet our financial objectives and position our business 
for future success." 

Applications for the buyouts must be received by Sept. 28. Applicants must be at least 60 years 
old, Miller said. 

The announcement comes just a few months before across-the-board federal budget cuts of $1.2 
trillion, known as "sequestration," are scheduled to take effect. About half of those cuts, 
scheduled to begin Jan. 2, would come from defense. 

Miller, however, said the buyout offers are not linked to the impending spending cuts. 

"This is just another effort we are engaged in to reduce our overall business costs," she said. 



 

 

The shipyard is "continuing to hire for select, salaried positions, mainly entry-level, and our 
hourly trades-hiring needs remain unchanged," she added. 

Those who qualify and opt to accept a buyout will separate from the company no later than Dec. 
30. 

Newport News Shipbuilding is a division of Newport News-based Huntington Ingalls Industries 
Inc. 

The buyout program is being offered only at the company's Newport News shipyard, although 
two previous buyout programs have been offered at Huntington Ingalls' division on the Gulf 
Coast, including one this year, Miller said. 

The Gulf Coast offers began in December and were extended on Aug. 1. Their deadline is today, 
and the percentage of those who accepted was not available Thursday, Miller said. 

Huntington Ingalls is the nation's largest military shipbuilder. Its Newport News Shipbuilding 
unit is the nation's only builder of aircraft carriers and one of two companies that build 
submarines. Its Ingalls Shipbuilding unit in Pascagoula, Miss., makes surface combatants such as 
destroyers and amphibious warships. 

Other units include a ship-repair yard in San Diego and AMSEC LLC, an engineering and 
planning firm in Virginia Beach. 

More than 21,000 of Huntington Ingalls' roughly 37,000 employees are at its Newport News 
Shipbuilding division. 

As of Aug. 19, the Newport News shipyard had about 10,900 salaried and 10,900 hourly 
workers. 

The United Steelworkers of America represents hourly workers, and the union's contract is up for 
renewal on March 10. Negotiations are scheduled to start early next year. 

**************************** 

(Early Bird) 

F/A-18 Workers Are Exposed To Toxic Materials 
(Los Angeles Times 07 SEP 12)By Tony Perry 
 
SAN DIEGO -- Workers at the Navy's top maintenance facility for F/A-18 warplanes have been 
exposed to "extremely toxic materials" such as lead, cadmium and beryllium, according to 
surprise inspections by the Department of Labor's Occupational Safety and Health 
Administration. 



 

 

OSHA has given the Navy until Sept. 26 to fix the problems at the Fleet Readiness Center 
Southwest at North Island Naval Air Station on Coronado or face an order to shut down the 
facility. 

The violations were revealed Thursday. 

"Exposing workers to metals such as lead, cadmium and beryllium can result in serious illness 
and even fatal respiratory disease," said Jay Vicory, director of the San Diego-area office of 
OSHA. 

The Navy has "initiated an extensive plan of action to eliminate the immediate concern and 
ensure we are within OSHA's standards," readiness center officials said in a statement. 

The facility employs 1,000 active-duty personnel and 3,200 civilians to work on a variety of 
fixed-wing and rotary aircraft. The OSHA violations were found in the part of the facility where 
350 workers are assigned to the F/A-18. 

Vicory said OSHA is "encouraged" by the Navy's response to the violations and plans to work 
with the Navy to eliminate the health hazards to workers. 

Two violations were deemed "willful" and two were deemed "serious." 

The former occurs when the employer shows an intentional or voluntary disregard for health 
threats; the latter occurs when there is a "substantial probability" of death or physical harm from 
a hazard that the employer knew about or should have known about. 

The willful violations involved allowing workers to store or consume food in a place 
contaminated by toxic materials, and in allowing "dry sweeping" that can make cadmium dust 
airborne. The serious violations involved lead dust and failure to control the spread of beryllium. 

Michael Furlano, a spokesman for the readiness center, said the Navy is removing all paint 
containing lead, has closed the lunchroom for repair and has stopped dry sweeping in problem 
areas, using wet mops to keep particles from becoming airborne. 

One of the hangars is almost 100 years old and was covered with lead paint decades ago, Furlano 
said. Beryllium has not been used in years but residue was still detected, he said. 

New rules will require workers to remove their overalls before entering the cafeteria when it 
reopens. 

Furlano said center officials are confident that they will meet the Sept. 26 deadline. 

He noted that there have been no reported illnesses among workers linked to the toxic materials. 



 

 

The F/A-18 is flown by the Navy and Marine Corps and several U.S. allies. It is designed to fly 
at supersonic speeds in all weather, can be based on land or aboard carriers, and is capable of 
aerial combat and also attacking land-based targets. 

**************************** 

Neil Armstrong to be buried at sea 
(NBC NEWS 07 SEP 12) By Alan Boyle 

The mortal remains of the first man to walk on the moon, Apollo 11 astronaut Neil Armstrong, 
are to be buried at sea in accordance with his wish — but the details "are still being worked out," 
family spokesman Rick Miller says. 

The arrangement resonates eerily with the plans that would have been put into effect if 
Armstrong and his crewmate, Buzz Aldrin, had perished during their history-making moon 
landing 43 years ago. 

After a somber announcement from President Richard Nixon that the "men who went to the 
moon to explore in peace will stay on the moon to rest in peace," a member of the clergy would 
have gone ahead with the ceremonies for a burial at sea, commending the men's souls to "the 
deepest of the deep" and concluding with the Lord's Prayer. Fortunately, Apollo 11 was 
successful on July 20, 1969, bringing a level of fame to Armstrong and his "one small step" that 
has continued to this day.  

Armstrong died on Aug. 25 at the age of 82, due to complications from heart surgery earlier in 
the month. A private service for family and friends was conducted last week in Cincinnati, and a 
public memorial service has been set for 10 a.m. ET on Sept. 13 at the Washington National 
Cathedral in the nation's capital. Hundreds of VIPs, family members and other mourners are 
expected to turn out for next week's memorial, with live video coverage streamed by NASA and 
the cathedral. 

The late moonwalker was a Navy veteran with combat flying experience in the Korean War, and 
could have been buried with full honors at Arlington National Cemetery — as Apollo 12 
commander Pete Conrad, also a Navy vet, was in 1999. Among the other astronauts buried at 
Arlington are Apollo 15's Jim Irwin and some of the victims of the Apollo 1, Challenger and 
Columbia tragedies. 

But an Arlington burial was not what Armstrong wanted. "It was his wish" that the burial take 
place instead at sea, Miller told me today. Some of the details for the arrangements — "certainly 
the when and how, if not the where" — should be worked out by the time next week's public 
memorial service takes place, he said. 

The U.S. Navy has well-established procedures for the sea burials of veterans and others who are 
eligible for the service. Arranging the details of the ceremony can take weeks. Several ports of 
embarkation are offered, in Virginia, Florida, California, Washington state and Hawaii. The 
traditions include the formation of an honor platoon, memorial readings, three volleys from a 



 

 

firing party, and the playing of taps. The casket or urn containing the remains may be slipped 
into sea, or ashes may be scattered by the officer in charge. 

After Armstrong's death, President Barack Obama issued a proclamation calling for U.S. flags to 
be flown at half-staff on the day of the astronaut's interment — but that was widely interpreted as 
applying to the private memorial service on Aug. 31. If there's any update on additional tributes 
to Armstrong's life and legacy, we'll pass them along. Keep a watch on NeilArmstrongInfo.com 
for statements from the family. 
 
**************************** 

 



 

 

(Early Bird) 

Iran's arsenal poses threat to U.S. military, citizens 
(USA TODAY 25 SEP 12) by Oren Dorell 

Threats from Iran that it will attack the forces of the U.S. or any country that tries to take out its 
nuclear program are not mere boasts, experts say, but any such strike could be met with 
devastating counterattacks. 

Iran's high-flying ballistic missiles could overwhelm U.S. missile defenses in the Persian Gulf, 
where much of the world's oil passes. Its fast-attack boats could swarm a battleship and sink it. 
And its fleet of hard-to-find submarines carry torpedoes faster than any torpedo in the U.S. fleet. 

But Iran cannot sustain an attack against the U.S., said Christopher Harmer, a former U.S. Navy 
commander who participated in war planning for U.S. forces the Persian Gulf. 

"The Iranian navy could hit us one time at sea or on shore. If they did that, we would eliminate 
all of their navy and probably most of their land-based missile capability," Harmer said.  

Iran has been expanding its defense and offensive capabilities with the help of China, Russia and 
other nations amid demands from the United Nations and Western nations that it prove its 
nuclear program is not for making a bomb in violation of its international agreements. Iran insists 
its program is for peaceful purposes.  

Israel has said Iran will have bomb-making capability in as early as six months, and Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has asked President Obama to set a "red line" for Iran's nuclear 
progress that could trigger a military attack.  

U.S. Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton said the U.S. would set no deadlines for Iran to 
comply with the U.N. inspections, and two weeks ago the White House declined to grant 
Netanyahu's request for a meeting on the matter. 

The Obama administration said financial sanctions against Iran will persuade the Islamic nation 
to prove its nuclear program is peaceful by opening up to U.N. inspectors. But two years of 
sanctions have not done so. Iran President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad said this month the sanctions 
targeting the Iranian oil and banking sectors will never interrupt the country's nuclear program. 

"We are going ahead, and God willing we will succeed," he said on Iranian state TV.  

To protect against a strike on its nuclear facilities, Iran's Revolutionary Guard Corps is moving 
forward with an air-defense installation in the Abadeh area that would be the largest in that part 
of the country.  

"If (the enemy) ever has the intent of attacking this soil, we will make the Persian Gulf their 
grave," said Abadeh's governor, Mohammad Javad Askari. 



 

 

A sophisticated arsenal, however, has not been Iran's chief weapon. The U.S. State Department 
says Iran has significant influence over terrorist networks, which analysts say could easily target 
American civilians in the Middle East and Europe, and its civilian ships could launch poison-gas 
rockets onto the U.S. homeland.  

State says Iranian terror proxies such as Hezbollah have killed hundreds of American citizens, 
including the 1983 attack that killed 241 U.S. servicemembers at a barracks in Beirut, and the 
FBI said it uncovered an Iranian plot in October to kill Saudi Arabia's ambassador to the U.S. in 
Washington. 

Iranian leaders and their allies have made "a lot of statements" that they would attack U.S. 
targets if Israel hit Iran's nuclear program, said Richard Wachtel of the Middle East Media 
Research Institute, a Washington-based independent translation service. 

The latest was Sunday, when Gen. Amir Ali Hajizadeh of the Revolutionary Guard Corps told 
Iran's Al-Alam TV that U.S. targets would be fair game in an Israeli attack because it wouldn't 
happen without U.S. approval. U.S. facilities in Bahrain, Qatar and Afghanistan would be 
targeted, he said. 

U.S. military planners worry most about a few basic weapons that Iran has obtained from other 
countries, like Russia, China and North Korea, and then improved. 

* Missiles -- Land-based cruise missiles could target U.S. warships and the U.S. Navy's 5th Fleet 
headquarters across the Persian Gulf in Bahrain. U.S. ships and bases have anti-missile defenses, 
but they could be overwhelmed if Iran shoots enough missiles at the same target at once, Harmer 
said. 

* Super-fast Hoot torpedoes -- Based on a Russian design, these rocket-propelled torpedoes can 
be shot from a submarine and travel 200 mph, faster than any torpedo in the U.S. arsenal. 

While a ship has a reasonable chance of evading a traditional torpedo, "there's no chance of a 
ship evading a rocket-propelled torpedo," Harmer said.  

* Mini-submarines -- At least 20 mini-submarines that are hard to track and easy to hide if they 
sit still on the seafloor can target passing U.S. ships and possibly sink them. The U.S. Navy uses 
satellites and other means to monitor and destroy them, if necessary, but the subs are small and 
can remain hidden for weeks at a time. 

* Fast-attack patrol boats -- Iran has hundreds of fast boats armed with missiles and loaded with 
explosives to swarm the Strait of Hormuz while an aircraft carrier group is passing through. 

To counter the threats, the Pentagon has bolstered the U.S. defenses in the Persian Gulf as a pre-
emptive measure to counter an attempt by Iran to close the Strait of Hormuz. U.S.attack 
helicopters and aircraft routinely patrol the waters around aircraft carriers. U.S. Navy ships are 
armed with a range of guns that would penetrate the thin-hulled fast boats and sink them, Harmer 
said. 



 

 

Harmer agrees that a swarm of small boats may overwhelm and sink a U.S. battleship, but, 
"They could do that one time, and then the U.S. Navy would essentially destroy the Iranian 
navy," in as little as four days, he said. 

John Pike, director of the defense think tank Globalsecurity.org., said Iran also has chemical 
weapons that it could launch from civilian ships at U.S.' East Coast. While U.S. policy since 
2010 is not to respond to chemical weapons attacks with nuclear weapons, Iran and North Korea 
are exempt from that policy, according to the Union of Concerned Scientists. 

Michael O'Hanlon, a scholar at the Brookings Institution who serves on the CIA's external 
advisory board, said Iran's terror capabilities are widespread and could be employed quickly if 
desired. 

"They're capable of doing that in a couple dozen countries across the Middle East," and could 
kill dozens to hundreds of vulnerable American travelers, embassy workers and business people, 
O'Hanlon said. 

The U.S. could respond with airstrikes on Iranian military installations, he said. But, "there's no 
way to know where this would end or who would get hurt worse," O'Hanlon said. 

 **************************** 

(Early Bird) 

U.S. Naval Exercises Send Message In The Tense Gulf 
(ALL THINGS CONSIDERED (NPR) 24 SEP 12) 

MELISSA BLOCK: From NPR News, this is All Things Considered. I'm Melissa Block. 

ROBERT SIEGEL: And I'm Robert Siegel. We begin this hour with the specter of military 
conflict with Iran. That's high on the agenda, as world leaders gather in New York for the U.N. 
General Assembly. In a few minutes, we'll hear the worrisome outcome of a game, a war game 
between the U.S. and Iran, organized here in Washington. 

BLOCK: But first to the Persian Gulf. The U.S. Navy's Fifth Fleet, based in Bahrain, is in the 
midst of military exercises. NPR's Peter Kenyon reports from Bahrain on how tensions with Iran 
are playing out in the Gulf. 

PETER KENYON: Military maneuvers in the Persian Gulf aren't new. Iranian state television 
regularly airs footage of the Iranian navy demonstrating its prowess. But the Western naval 
exercises going on now aren't about dramatic explosions. They're designed to practice 
neutralizing the threat of mines in the Gulf in the Strait of Hormuz, through which a fifth of the 
world's oil supply must transit. 

Iran has said if it's attacked, it will close the strait. Commander Jason Salata, spokesman for the 
Fifth Fleet, says the Navy's confidence is high that it can deal with any threat to navigation. 



 

 

COMMANDER JASON SALATA: I wouldn't put a timeline to it, but I think that this exercise 
demonstrates that. I mean, there's more than 30 countries here, and I think that signals a strong 
resolve on the international community to go after the threat. 

KENYON: The Navy won't name a specific threat, but everyone here knows it's a message for 
Iran. Bahraini official Sheikh Abdul-Aziz al Khalifa (ph) says all Iran's neighbors have a keen 
interest in what happens to that country's nuclear facilities, such as the Bushehr plant just across 
the gulf from Bahrain. 

SHEIKH ABDUL-AZIZ AL KHALIFA: That nuclear plant is closer to Bahrain than it is to 
Tehran. I think what these minesweeping exercises say to Iran is that the whole world is here to 
make sure that the waters of the gulf will remain open and safe. 

KENYON: The scenario riveting the attention of people in the region at the moment involves an 
Israeli strike on Iran's nuclear installations. Michael Elleman, a Bahrain-based analyst for The 
International Institute for Strategic Studies, says if Israel does strike - without U.S. involvement 
and without leaving a huge death toll - Tehran may well offer a limited retaliation. He says Iran 
is well aware that drawing the Americans into a conflict - by laying mines in the Gulf, for 
instance - could have rapidly escalating consequences. 

MICHAEL ELLEMAN: Once they start, if the Americans have to clear mines, they may feel 
compelled to clear the anti-shipping missiles that are arrayed along the shores of the Strait of 
Hormuz. If they do that, do they have to take out the air defense forces? So Iran, by taking one 
small step, risks multiple steps in response. 

KENYON: Analysts say the balance of power in any fight is clear. Riad Kahwaji, at the Institute 
for Near East and Gulf Military Analysis in Dubai, says the U.S. and its allies would certainly 
overwhelm the Iranians. But that's not to say Iran could not inflict damage with an asymmetric 
warfare strategy. 

RIAD KAHWAJI: They have deployed a lot of fast crafts, equipped with either torpedoes or 
surface-to-surface missiles, or to be used in suicide attacks. They have a number of Russian-built 
submarines and indigenous-built midget submarines. I mean, these are the ones that pose the 
most serious threat, you know? 

KENYON: Mustafa Alani, security analyst with the Geneva-based Gulf Research Center, says 
logic and realism suggest that an attack on Iran is not imminent. But in the Middle East, he adds, 
logic and realism do not always prevail. That's why, he says, gulf states watched so closely as 
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu seemed to insert himself into the American 
presidential campaign. 

MUSTAFA ALANI: I think the Israelis try to pressurize the American administration, either to 
embarrass the administration, showing that they are not doing enough, or they're trying to 
basically secure a commitment from Obama administration, that after election, that the American 
could give a green light. 



 

 

KENYON: Israel's heightened rhetoric, meanwhile, has been more than matched by Iran's. Over 
the weekend, an Iranian republican guard officer said Israel, which he described as a quote, 
"shameful and cancerous tumor," is seeking war, but it's not clear when. 

Analysts say such messages may be intended for hard-liners at home. But as tensions in the 
region increase, even rhetoric meant for domestic political consumption can have unintended and 
deadly consequences. 

Peter Kenyon, NPR News, Bahrain. 

**************************** 

(Early Bird) 

Pentagon 'Hopeful' China Will Join RIMPAC 
(FOREIGN POLICY 24 SEP 12) By Kevin Baron 

Sensing a crack in Beijing's shell, Defense Department officials are sounding positive about the 
chances China will join in the next RIMPAC, the world's largest multinational joint military 
maritime exercise, led by U.S. forces across the Pacific. 

Defense Secretary Leon Panetta is back in the Pentagon after last week's globe-trotting journey 
to Japan, China and New Zealand. His mission was to continue the U.S. effort to warm relations 
with China's People's Liberation Army and keep inching towards better understanding of the 
PLA's intentions. So, Panetta invited China to send a ship to the RIMPAC in 2014. He doesn't 
return with a firm yes to the invitation, but with China's military leaders, this is perhaps as good 
as it gets. 

"There were good indicators from the conversation with the Chinese," said one defense official, 
leaving the U.S. defense officials "hopeful they will accept the invitation." The American official 
was referring to enthusiasm for the RIMPAC 2014 invitation displayed by Chinese officials 
during Panetta's meetings in China. 

RIMPAC began in 1971. The last exercise was held this summer, with 22 nations, including 
South Korea, Singapore, and Thailand -- all three are China's neighbors and all three harbor 
territorial disputes with Beijing. 

"I hope that they bring a ship, and I hope that they bring a crew ready to learn and to be 
interoperable," said Pacific Command's Adm. Sam Locklear, in San Diego. 

The invitation is one of many efforts to increase senior-level engagement between American and 
Asian officials as part of the Pentagon's "rebalancing" -- don't call it the "pivot," officials plead -- 
to the region. 

This year, Panetta already visited Singapore and Vietnam, in June. In November, Panetta turns 
his Doomsday plane, the E4-B, around for another marathon run to Australia for annual bilateral 



 

 

meetings. The defense official said Panetta on that trip also will visit other Southeast Asian 
nations, but would not announce those stops yet. 

**************************** 

(Early Bird) 

China Says First Aircraft Carrier Entering Service, Although Not Ready For 
Combat Or Planes 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 25 SEP 12) By Christopher Bodeen,  

BEIJING, China -- China announced Tuesday that its first aircraft carrier has entered service, 
underscoring its ambitions to be a leading Asian naval power, although the ship is not expected 
to carry a full complement of planes or be ready for combat for some time. 

The Defence Ministry's announcement had been long-expected and was not directly linked to 
current tensions with Japan over a disputed group of uninhabited islands in the East China Sea. 

In a brief notice on its website, the ministry said the carrier's commissioning significantly 
boosted the navy's modern combat capabilities along with its ability to co-operate in responding 
to natural disasters and other non-traditional threats. 

"It has important significance in effectively safeguarding national sovereignty, security, and 
development benefits, and advancing world peace and common development," the statement 
said. 

The carrier is the former Soviet navy's unfinished "Varyag," which was towed from Ukraine in 
1998 minus its engines, weaponry and navigation systems. Christened "Liaoning" after the 
northeastern province surrounding its home port of Dalian, the ship began sea trials last August 
following years of refurbishment. 

So far the trial runs of the aircraft carrier have been to test the ship's propulsion, communications 
and navigation systems. But launching and recovering fixed-wing aircraft at sea is a much 
trickier proposition. Building the proper aircraft and training pilots to land in adverse weather on 
a moving deck will take years, as will developing a proper carrier battle group. 

Beijing hasn't said what role it intends the carrier to fill other than helping safeguard China's 
coastline and sea links. It has also been portrayed as a kind of test platform for the future 
development of up to five domestically built Chinese carriers. 

Writing in Tuesday's China Daily newspaper, retired Rear Adm. Yang Yi said the carrier would 
be used to master the technology for more advanced carriers and to train in how to operate such a 
craft in a battle group and with vessels from other nation's navies. 



 

 

Without specifically mentioning China's territorial disputes, Yang also acknowledged other 
countries' concerns about its growing military might, but said Beijing wouldn't shy from flexing 
its muscles. 

"When China has a more balanced and powerful navy, the regional situation will be more stable 
as various forces that threaten regional peace will no longer dare to act rashly," Yang wrote. 

Whatever its practical effects on China's global status, the carrier embodies huge symbolism for 
China's political and military leaders as a totem of their country's rise from weakness to strength, 
according to Andrew S. Erickson, a China naval specialist at the U.S. Naval War College. 

"While (Chinese navy) acceptance of this 'starter carrier' is the first step in a long journey, it is a 
journey that will take place in full view of the world, and one that will ultimately take Beijing to 
a new place as a great sea power," Erickson wrote on his blog. 

**************************** 

Thai Navy Looking to Buy Two Warships 
(XINHUA 25 SEPT 12) 

The Thai governmen approves the purchase of two medium-sized frigates with a budget of 
US$1-billion. 

The ships are needed to beef up the capability of the Thai maritime force in patrolling the 
country's territorial waters in the Gulf of Thailand and Andaman Sea. 

The US$1-billion dollar fund, approved by Thailand's Yingluck Cabinet for the procurement of 
the frigates, is to be spent for a 10-year period, beginning from current fiscal year. 

The navy is reportedly looking for boats with an approximate 4, 000-ton displacement, which 
might be either brand-new or secondhand, depending on specifications and preferences of the 
commanding admirals, reports China's official news agency, Xinhua. 

The two frigates to be acquired will replace two US-made, Knox- class frigates, namely HTMS 
Phutthayodfa Chulalok and HTMS Phutthalertla Napalai, both scheduled to be decommissioned 
in 2015. 

One possible candidate is China's Type 054A "Jiangkai II" frigates, featuring 4,000-ton 
displacement, 30-knot speed, 8,000- nautical mile maneuverable range. The Chinese ships cost 
about US$ 255 million each. 

The Thai navy now has four secondhand Type 053T "Jianghu" frigates, built in China, which 
have 2,400-ton displacement, 32- knot speed and 4,000-nautical mile range. The Thai navy is 
also considering a German-made, Bremen-class F122 frigate with a 3,700- ton displacement, 30-
knot speed and 4,000-nautical mile range. 



 

 

**************************** 

(Early Bird) 

Cuts Will Hobble Future Navy, Admiral Says 
(Stars and Stripes 25 SEP 12) By Cristina Silva 

NAPLES, Italy — Automatic spending cuts slated to take effect in January will mean fewer 
flying hours for Navy aircrews, fewer training days for ships and submarines and less fleet 
maintenance, with nondeployed servicemembers facing the steepest reductions, according to a 
senior Navy official. 

Adm. Mark Ferguson, vice chief of naval operations, said the so-called sequestration process 
would reduce the Navy’s funding by $12 billion next year, resulting in a smaller force with 
longer response times. 

“Difficult choices” regarding fleet maintenance, ship purchases and base support services would 
begin to take shape in March or April, Ferguson wrote in a Sunday post on the Navy’s official 
blog. 

“Potential cuts or reductions beyond those already taken in this year’s proposed budget will 
result over time in a smaller force with less presence, longer response times, and reduced ability 
to provide surge forces in support of our major war plans and other emergent needs,” Ferguson 
wrote in a post summarizing remarks he made during a joint appearance last week with other top 
military leaders before the House Armed Services Committee. 

“Bottom line: … if sequestration is enacted in January and these cuts continue as planned, we 
will not be able to afford the Navy we have today in the future,” Ferguson wrote. 

His warnings came as defense leaders are urging Congress to stop the $1.2 trillion in federal 
spending cuts scheduled to start in January. The Pentagon faces $500 billion in automatic 
reductions over 10 years under the budget-shrinking solution passed by Congress in 2011 after a 
bipartisan committee failed to come up with an alternative plan to lower the nation’s $1.1 trillion 
deficit. 

Under the sequestration law, roughly $54 billion will be trimmed from both defense and 
nondefense discretionary spending accounts in 2013. Military personnel and many veterans 
programs are to be protected from the cuts, defense officials have said. 

Of the Navy’s $12 billion projected budget loss next year, $4 billion would affect operations and 
maintenance accounts, including civilian personnel and training, Ferguson said. It’s unclear how 
many civilian employees could lose their jobs. 

“These reductions will translate to reduced flying hours for our aircrews, fewer underway 
training days for our ships and submarines, and less maintenance for the fleet,” Ferguson wrote. 



 

 

The Navy’s shipbuilding and aircraft budget would also see a $4 billion hit, Ferguson wrote. 

“At this point, it is difficult to know for sure the impact on any individual program, or family of 
programs,” he wrote. “What we do know is that it will surely affect our ability to build the future 
Navy.” 

Meanwhile, a Government Accountability Office report published Friday concluded that, to 
improve the readiness of its surface combatant and amphibious warships, the Navy must address 
staffing shortages and regularly maintain its ships. Under its current readiness strategy, the Navy 
could see increased maintenance costs, a reduced ability to support new and ongoing missions, 
and shorter service lives for some ships, if it fails to assess risks and how to address them, 
according to the GAO report. 

“This could impact the Navy’s ability to meet its long-term commitments,” the report concluded. 

Quick turnarounds between deployments means repairs are often deferred, shortening the life of 
the fleet, increasing maintenance costs and creating a continuous cycle of reduced readiness, 
according to the report. When ships are retired early, the remaining fleet must deploy more 
frequently, leaving less time for maintenance, the audit found. 

Navy inspectors rated 33 percent of all cruisers and amphibious ships “unsatisfactory” from 2008 
through 2012, meaning the ships were unable to carry out missions. 

In a response to the audit, defense leaders agreed that the Navy needs to better assess risks in its 
readiness strategy, but added that budgetary decisions are beyond the Pentagon’s control. 

**************************** 

Vets honored in Avery Point ceremony glad sacrifices in wartime ‘weren’t 
forgotten’  
(THE DAY 24 SEP 12) By Jennifer McDermott  

GROTON — Veterans who received medals for their wartime service Monday at the University 
of Connecticut said the recognition was exciting and heartening. 

“It’s uplifting to know that Connecticut does take care of its veterans, and that the years I served 
weren’t just forgotten after I left,” Donaven Jack said after the Connecticut Veterans Wartime 
Service Medal was pinned to his shirt.  

Jack, 27, a psychology student, served in the Marine Corps from 2002 until February and 
deployed three times to Iraq. His friend, Keith Appleton, said it was an honor to participate in the 
ceremony with the other veterans, especially those who served during the Vietnam War.  

“I have a lot of respect for them so it’s humbling to receive it with them and be recognized on the 
same level,” said Appleton, 30, a biology student who was in the Army from 2003 until May and 
served 15 months in Iraq. 



 

 

In an awards ceremony at the UConn Avery Point campus, 24 students and staff members were 
honored for their military service. Connecticut veterans who served during wartime are eligible 
to receive the medal, which was given to veterans of the Civil War, Spanish–American War and 
World War I but then was not used for many years. 

State Veterans Affairs Commissioner Linda Schwartz said the tradition resumed in 2005 because 
many residents were fighting in Iraq and Afghanistan. Of the 250,000 veterans living in 
Connecticut, 21,000 have deployed since Sept. 11, 2001. 

The red, white and blue ribbon is the same as the ribbon on the medal awarded to the WWI 
veterans. Schwartz explained the significance of the ribbon during the ceremony. 

“That was really cool that they came up with that idea. It adds more value I think,” David Kerr, a 
Navy veteran, said.  

Kerr, 23, a psychology student, served from 2007 to 2011 and was assigned to the USS Dallas in 
Groton. He wants to work with veterans with post-traumatic stress disorder after graduating. The 
ceremony was “pretty exciting,” Kerr said, because “all these really important people” attended.  

Schwartz pinned a medal on each veteran’s shirt while thanking them on behalf of the state for 
their service in defense of freedom. U.S. Rep. Joe Courtney, D-2nd District, spoke at the 
ceremony and state Sen. Andrew Maynard, D-Stonington, state Rep. Elissa Wright, D-Groton, 
and Bob Ross, executive director of the state’s Office of Military Affairs, shook the veterans’ 
hands. 

Alan Goldfinger, a student who celebrated his 69th birthday Sunday and served in the Air Force 
from 1964 to 1968, said the ceremony was a “nice gesture.”  

Courtney told the recipients their service is an inspiration. 

After the ceremony, Schwartz learned that Brandon Lemery, who works in Courtney’s Norwich 
office as a veterans’ representative, had applied for the medal. She presented it to him during the 
reception. Lemery served in the Navy from 2005 to 2009 as a corpsman and deployed to Fallujah 
in 2007. 

Schwartz asked the veterans to share their stories from their time in the military with their 
families. She said she treasures the story of her father’s experience on D-Day, which her mother 
wrote by hand and gave to their children. 

“I know some of you will say, ‘I was a supply clerk in Biloxi, Mississippi, and that wasn’t very 
adventurous,’” she said. 

But, she said, each of the veterans had the courage to step forward and volunteer to serve.  

“Please remember the people of Connecticut want you to know how much they appreciate that 
service,” she said. 



 

 

**************************** 

(Early Bird – Opinion) 

Pacific Partnership An Exercise In Building Confidence, Security 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 23 SEP 12) By Adm. Cecil D. Haney 

The hospital ship Mercy and hundreds of sailors returned to San Diego this month, marking the 
successful end of a five-month deployment for the Navy’s Pacific Partnership 2012 mission. 

As the Navy Pacific Fleet commander, I have the daily privilege to thank sailors returning from 
operations that help keep America safe and secure. While sailors are always proud of the work 
they do overseas, there is a distinctive sense of accomplishment among those who participate in 
our annual Pacific Partnership humanitarian civic assistance deployments. 

Having seen their work up close, I believe this pride stems from knowing how Pacific 
Partnership touches the lives of so many individuals in the Asia-Pacific region while also 
benefiting Americans at home. 

Maritime commerce is vital to the U.S. economy, and the goods that move through this region 
directly impact the livelihoods of all Americans. Every year, more than $5 trillion in global trade 
transits through the South China Sea, a mere fraction of the 100 million square miles the U.S. 
Pacific Fleet must safeguard. This is just one of many examples that clearly demonstrate how 
maritime interests affect the economic prosperity of Pacific nations, including the United States. 

A stable and secure Asia-Pacific region is essential. 

That is why our “rebalance” strategy to increase naval capability in the Pacific is so important. In 
a deliberate, sustainable and transparent manner, the Navy is bringing improved sea power to the 
Asia-Pacific region. This will enable the U.S. Pacific Fleet to continue our leadership role of 
working with like-minded partners to maintain regional stability. Demonstrating our persistent 
commitment to this region through purposeful forward presence enhances the security of all 
Pacific nations. 

Pacific Partnership embodies and exemplifies that commitment. 

Born out of the devastation wrought by the 2004 tsunami that swept through parts of Southeast 
Asia, Pacific Partnership began as a military-led humanitarian response to one of the world’s 
most catastrophic natural disasters. The Navy’s swift reaction resulted in extraordinary 
humanitarian assistance and disaster relief. Building on the success and goodwill of this 
operation, the Mercy went to the region in 2006. The mission staff expanded to include partner 
nation militaries and nongovernmental organizations (NGOs) working to increase the disaster 
relief capabilities of Bangladesh, Indonesia, the Philippines and East Timor. Since then, Pacific 
Partnership has grown in scope and size. From eight partner nations and eight NGOs in 2006, 
this year’s mission included 13 partner nations, 28 NGOs, four U.S. agencies and a joint effort 
across the Department of Defense. 



 

 

All these partners understand that we must place capability-building at the center of our efforts 
by collectively working with host nations desiring to improve first response when disaster 
strikes. As we witnessed last year when an earthquake and tsunami devastated our close friends 
in Japan, it is not a matter of “if” disasters will occur in this region, it is very much a matter of 
“when.” 

Everywhere I travel throughout Asia and the Pacific, military and civilian leaders all agree about 
the necessity of being able to work together to respond quickly and effectively to any disaster. In 
a region where long-standing divisive issues can occasionally cause friction between nations, 
Pacific Partnership is a stabilizing, unifying mission that everyone can enthusiastically support. 

The U.S. Pacific Fleet is always prepared for battle, but we also operate to preserve the peace. 

Ultimately, missions such as Pacific Partnership strengthen relationships that are critical to deter 
conflict. They build trust, enhance cooperation and open dialogues between leaders, a 
multilateral approach that benefits all nations. 

This year’s Pacific Partnership team of 1,200 military and civilian professionals made a long-
lasting impact during visits to Cambodia, Indonesia, the Philippines and Vietnam. In the best 
tradition of the compassionate values of the American people, I am proud that this mission made 
a difference. While practicing with host nation officials to work as a coordinated force when 
disaster strikes, our team worked side-by-side with local doctors to conduct more than 900 
surgeries and treat more than 49,000 people. Our veterinarians treated a multitude of livestock, 
and our Navy Seabees worked side-by-side with host nation civil engineers to build or refurbish 
13 community and health clinic buildings, creating lasting infrastructure that will be critical in 
any future disaster while benefiting many for years to come. 

While the numbers are impressive and illustrate why this mission is important, it is also clear that 
multilateral efforts such as Pacific Partnership are crucial to the larger mission of the U.S. Pacific 
Fleet: defending the collective maritime interests of America and its allies and partners in the 
Asia-Pacific region. 

The U.S. Pacific Fleet protects America through readiness to answer our nation’s call, in 
providing forward presence, and by strengthening regional partnerships … and Pacific 
Partnership does all three by preparing in calm to swiftly respond during crisis. 

Adm. Cecil D. Haney is commander of the Navy’s Pacific Fleet, based in Pearl Harbor, Hawaii. 

**************************** 

 



Largest U.S.-Israel Military Drill Under Way 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 24 OCT 12) By Daniel Estrin  

TEL AVIV, Israel -- The U.S. and Israel simulated rocket attacks during their largest-ever joint 
military drill Wednesday, just as real ones fired from Gaza exploded in southern Israel. 

U.S. military officials insisted the joint exercise, called Austere Challenge 2012, was planned 
long before the latest flare-up between Israel and Hamas-ruled Gaza and a long-running debate 
over how to deal with Iran, unrelated to specific threats facing Israel. 

It comes at a time when Israel and the U.S. have openly debated the merits of a strike on Iran's 
nuclear facilities, and as U.S. support for Israel has emerged as a central issue in the upcoming 
American presidential elections. 

In this week's presidential debate, President Barack Obama cited the joint drill, calling it 
testament to the strong military cooperation between the two countries. Presidential contender 
Mitt Romney has claimed that the Obama administration has undermined Israel as it faces threats 
from Iran and Arab countries. 

About 1,000 troops brought in from the U.S. troops are in Israel alongside a similar number of 
Israeli troops. An additional 2, 500 U.S. troops based in Europe and the Mediterranean are 
participating in the drill. The armies say they are practicing their ability to work together to 
thwart a variety of threats that face Israel. The exercise will continue for about three weeks. 

"Make no mistake. The U.S. is 100 percent committed to the security of Israel. That commitment 
drives this exercise,” said U.S. Air Force Lt. Gen. Craig Franklin in a news conference at a 
training site near a beach in the Tel Aviv area. 

Reporters were invited to view a large parking lot near the beach where large camouflage-
colored trucks and a Patriot air defense battery launcher were deployed for Wednesday's exercise 
simulating incoming rockets. In that simulation, Israeli commanders and their American 
counterparts identified an incoming rocket or enemy aircraft, then American troops pushed the 
button to activate the anti-missile launcher. 

Not far away, Israeli soldiers were operating similar batteries for real, as Gaza militants fired 
dozens of rockets at southern Israel. The locally made "Iron Dome" system knocked down eight 
rockets from Gaza, Israeli officials said Wednesday. 

Also this week, U.S. soldiers said they practiced a response to a chemical and biological attack 
on a joint Israeli-American military convoy. In that exercise, soldiers rubbed a charcoal-like 
substance to decontaminate the imagined chemical and biological byproducts from army vehicles 
and personnel. 



Sgt. Gary Sabby, 26, from St. Paul, Minnesota, said he played a 47-year-old male suffering a 
seizure from the attack. He rolled up the sleeve of his camouflaged military fatigues to reveal the 
pinprick - above a large tattoo of a bear - where soldiers stuck him with an IV needle. 

"If something ever did happen, we could come together,” said Specialist Brandon Maroney, 23, 
from Dallas, Texas. "This joint exercise validated that we can work together." 

 *********************************** 

Smaller Naval Programs Garner Great Attention 
(DEFENSE NEWS 24 OCT 12) By Christopher P. Cavas 

 PARIS — With so few new programs announced in the naval construction world, it’s only 
natural that when any customer with funding wants a new ship, some major players come 
running. 

The United Arab Emirates are interested in buying a small, corvette-sized combatant, between 60 
and 85 meters in length. A number of shipbuilders recently received a letter from the UAE 
government seeking interest and proposals, and at least three have responded. 

Lockheed Martin, prime contractor for the U.S. Navy’s Freedom-class littoral combat ships, is 
offering a scaled-down version of its 116-meter LCS. According to sources, the mini-LCS would 
retain a waterborne mission zone aft, keeping some of the parent design’s modularity. 

While in the past, Lockheed has adapted its basic LCS design into more heavily outfitted ships 
— including an “international LCS” fitted with the Aegis combat system — it’s believed this is 
the first time the design has been scaled down to adapt to a potential customer’s desires. 

The Australian firm Austal is offering its 80-meter Multi-Role Vessel (MRV), an aluminum 
trimaran similar to its commercial ferries, and the LCS built for the U.S. Navy by its U.S.-based 
subsidiary. 

Although smaller than the 128-meter LCS built for the U.S., the MRV would be more heavily 
armed and feature surface-to-air missiles. It would have a launch-and-recovery ramp aft for small 
boats and vehicles, a mission bay, and a hangar sized for a Sikorsky H-60 helicopter. With three 
engines, it could hit 36 knots. 

The MRV also could be fitted with a sensor package from Australian CEA Technologies, which 
handled the anti-ship missile defense upgrades for the Australian Navy’s Anzac-class frigates. 

The contender with perhaps the biggest inside bid, however, could be Italy’s Fincantieri. The 
company already is fitting out the Abu Dhabi, a sophisticated, 89-meter-long large corvette, and 
is building the first two 56-meter Falaj 2-class patrol boats for the UAE. 



Fincantieri also signed a deal in 2010 to develop a new shipyard in the UAE. Located at Alsadr 
Port in Al Taweelah, the Etihad Ship Building facility will initially provide repair facilities, than 
transition to production as part of a technology transfer agreement between Fincantieri and the 
UAE. 

According to sources here at the Euronaval naval exposition, the UAE is seeking final input from 
contenders by the end of November and hopes to announce a decision in February. 

*********************************** 

Japan Sees New Chinese Actions Near Disputed Isles 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 24 OCT 12) By Eric Talmadge 

 TOKYO -- Chinese ships entered waters near a group of disputed islands for the first time in 
three weeks Thursday, prompting a strong protest from Japan, which says China's air force has 
also sharply increased its operations in the area. 

Japan's Coast Guard said the four Chinese surveillance ships were spotted within a 22-kilometer 
(12-nautical mile) zone that Tokyo considers its territorial waters near one of the disputed islands 
in the East China Sea early Thursday morning. 

The ships refused to leave, saying the area was Chinese territory, according to Atsushi 
Takahashi, a spokesman for the Coast Guard's headquarters in Okinawa, which has jurisdiction 
over the islands. He said it was the first time Chinese ships had entered the territorial waters 
since Oct. 3. 

Japan's Foreign Ministry lodged a strong protest with China's ambassador in Tokyo. 

The naval activity near the uninhabited islands called the Senkaku in Japan and the Diaoyu in 
China comes after officials from Japan and China held talks last week in Shanghai to discuss the 
dispute. The dispute has heightened tensions between the nations in recent months. 

Chinese ships have been frequenting waters near the islands, also claimed by Taiwan, since 
Japan's government nationalized them last month, a decision that sparked violent demonstrations 
across China. The ships have generally kept out of the 22-kilometer zone, however. 

Japanese air force officials, meanwhile, say there has also been a spike recently in Chinese air 
operations resulting in emergency "scrambles" by Japanese fighter jets to keep them from 
entering Japan's airspace. 

According to statistics released by the Defense Ministry, fighters were dispatched 54 times 
between July and September in response to possible incursions of Japanese airspace by Chinese 
warplanes. That was up sharply from the three previous months, before the tensions heightened, 
when there were 15 such scrambles. 



A ministry official said virtually all of the incidents were in airspace over the East China Sea. 

Both countries have been flexing their military muscles to bolster their claims to the islands, 
which are strategically located and surrounded by rich fishing grounds, along with potentially 
lucrative reserves of undersea natural resources. 

Last week, China held exercises involving 11 vessels from its East China Sea fleet and the 
civilian marine surveillance and fishery administration agencies, along with eight aircraft, state 
media said. 

While the exact location of the exercises wasn't known, state TV showed the vessels and aircraft 
operating near shore, not on the high seas or close to the disputed islands. 

*********************************** 

Japan, U.S. To Work On Reviewing Members' Off-Duty Activity Rules 
(KYODO NEWS 25 OCT 12) 

 TOKYO -- Japanese and U.S. officials agreed Thursday to work closely toward reviewing rules 
governing U.S. service members' off-duty activities as a preventive measure following the 
alleged rape of a Japanese woman by two U.S. Navy members in Okinawa. 

At a meeting of the Japan-U.S. Joint Committee in Tokyo, the Japanese side expressed regret 
over the incident, while the U.S. side promised to take preventive measures in earnest, the 
Foreign Ministry said. 

It was the first such meeting held since the Oct. 16 incident, which sparked strong protests from 
residents of Okinawa Prefecture. The U.S. military has since imposed a nighttime curfew on its 
personnel in Japan. 

In the meeting, the Japanese side proposed more than 10 preventive measures, including 
restrictions on nighttime off-base activities for service members stationed in Japan and conduct 
for those who have travelled from the U.S. mainland on assignments, government sources said. 

The U.S. side conveyed to the Japanese side its plans to quickly review guidelines on off-duty 
conduct for U.S. military personnel and disclose its results, according to the sources. 

The meeting came a day after Foreign Minister Koichiro Gemba said he intends to make 
"concrete proposals" while noting the importance of "truly effective" preventive measures. 

Among the participants were Takeo Akiba, deputy director general of the ministry's North 
American Affairs Bureau, Ro Manabe, deputy director general of the Defense Ministry's Defense 
Policy Bureau, and Maj. Gen. Andrew O'Donnell, deputy commander of U.S. Forces Japan. 



The two male Navy personnel were arrested on Oct. 16 on suspicion of raping a woman in her 
20s and causing injuries to her neck in the predawn hours of the day. 

The prefectural assembly has called for greater discipline for U.S. service members and an 
overhaul of the bilateral Status of Forces Agreement, which governs the conduct of U.S. military 
personnel in Japan. 

*********************************** 

U.S. Spending Shifts To Demands Of Asia-Pacific Theater 
(DEFENSE NEWS 24 OCT 12) By Marcus Weisgerber 

 The U.S. Defense Department plans to purchase weapons and equipment geared to combat in 
the Asia-Pacific, a maritime-heavy region that will require long-range, stealthy systems that were 
rarely used over the past decade of combat. 

Even as it prepares to downsize, the Pentagon plans to purchase fighters, unmanned aircraft and 
intelligence aircraft in the coming years, while beginning development of systems, such as a 
long-range bomber. 

“With the war in Iraq now over, and as we transition security responsibilities to the government 
of Afghanistan, we will release much of our military capacity that has been tied up there for 
other missions, like fostering peace and strengthening partnerships in the Asia-Pacific,” Deputy 
Defense Secretary Ashton Carter said during an Oct. 3 speech at the Woodrow Wilson Center in 
Washington. 

“Naval assets that will be released from Afghanistan and the Middle East include surface 
combatants, amphibious ships and, eventually, aircraft carriers,” he said. 

The Air Force will transition its unmanned systems, bomber and space forces to the Pacific, 
Carter said. The Air Force is also investing in a new aerial refueling tanker, the Boeing KC-46. 

At the same time, the Army and Marine Corps will be freed up “for new missions in other 
regions.” 

The Navy will install larger launch tubes in new Virginia-class submarines that will allow the 
vessels to carry cruise missiles, other weapons and small underwater vehicles. The service will 
also continue its purchase of Sikorsky 

MH-60 helicopters, Boeing P-8A maritime patrol aircraft and the unmanned Broad Area 
Maritime Surveillance aircraft. 

DoD also plans to invest in cyber, space and electronic warfare capabilities. 



The Air Force, Navy and Marine Corps all plan to purchase the F-35 Joint Strike Fighter in the 
coming years. 

U.S. spending priorities are in line with a new military strategy DoD released in January. One of 
the key tenets of the new strategy is being able to fight in a contested or denied battle space. The 
wars of the past decade in Iraq and Afghanistan have been fought in benign airspace, which have 
allowed all types of aircraft to fly with little threat of being shot down. 

But budget cuts remain a major concern. The Pentagon already is cutting $487 billion from 
planned spending over the next decade. But the larger issue is the possibility of an additional 
$500 billion in cuts to planned spending over the next 10 years. Those reductions were mandated 
by the Budget Control Act of 2011 as a way to lower the U.S. deficit. These cuts, known as 
sequestration, are scheduled to go into effect in January. 

Defense Secretary Leon Panetta and other top defense officials have argued that the magnitude 
of these reductions would hurt the military’s ability to rapidly respond. They have also said DoD 
would need to create a new military strategy if the additional cuts are enacted. 

Industry has said the spending cuts would lead to mass layoffs, although other defense analysts 
and observers have said the reductions would not be felt for several years and would not be as 
devastating as depicted. 

While many in Congress have voiced opposition to sequestration-level spending cuts, a 
comprehensive deal to lower the U.S. debt is not likely anytime soon. Congress has been out of 
session since September so members can campaign for the November elections. The U.S. 
presidential election is also looming and could reshape U.S. spending. 

Advisers for Republican presidential candidate Mitt Romney have said the former Massachusetts 
governor would restore all planned DoD spending cuts immediately. 

A Romney administration would allot 4 percent of the U.S. gross domestic product to the 
defense base budget, said Roger Zakheim, one of Romney’s senior defense advisers, at an Oct. 
11 breakfast with reporters in Washington. Zakheim is on leave from his job as deputy staff 
director and general counsel of the House Armed Services Committee. 

The fiscal 2012 Pentagon budget proposal, the last budget before the first round of spending cuts 
were announced, called for $2.99 trillion in defense spending from 2013 to 2017. That projection 
was cut by $259 billion after Congress passed the Budget Control Act in 2011. 

If Romney is elected, his administration would likely not release a budget until next spring, as 
opposed to early February. 

*********************************** 



Path For Directed Energy Tricky, Stackley Says 
(DEFENSE DAILY 25 OCT 12) By Mike McCarthy 

 Fielding directed energy weapons in the future remains a challenge for the Navy as it continues 
to develop a “roadmap” for bringing the technology to the warfighter and examining how it 
would operate on ships, the service’s acquisition chief said yesterday. 

Sean Stackley, the assistant secretary of the Navy for research, development and acquisition, told 
a gathering that a directed energy steering group established last December is exploring a plan to 
synchronize the development of directed energy with sustained investment, and creating a 
timeline to get it on platforms. 

“By itself it will not get out of the lab,” Stackley said at an Office of Naval Research conference 
hosted by American Society of Naval Engineers that took place just outside Washington. “What 
we’ve got to do is marry up directed energy not merely with the threat, but with the platform that 
is going to take that capability to the fight.” 

“There is not a neat, quick, simple matchup,” he added. 

The ONR has been leading the Navy’s effort on directed energy weapons and oversees the 
Maritime Laser Demonstration (MLD) program. Directed energy weapons like lasers are viewed 
by the Navy as an efficient way to fight future wars by reducing reliance on munitions that 
occupy space on ships and require restocking. 

Stackley cautioned, however, that it will take some time before directed energy finds a role in the 
battlespace. He said the goal over the short term is to figure out how to pull it out of the lab and 
into the hands of the warfighter, and determine what ships would need to power and operate a 
directed energy system. 

“This is not a next year sort of thing,” he said. “So the course in the next year or so is developing 
the roadmap targeting completion of development, ultimate integration, so that this true leap 
ahead capability can get in the hands of the fleet and warfighter sooner than if we simply left it to 
a technology push.” 

“It’s a promising capability without a clear path to a ship or even ground station that is going to 
put it to work,” Stackley added. 

*********************************** 

(Early Bird) 

A Game of Battleship? 
Obama would need Romney's Navy to fulfill his own military strategy. 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 25 OCT 12) 



'And so the question is not a game of Battleship, where we're counting ships. It's what are our 

capabilities. 

That was President Obama at Monday night's debate, rebuking Mitt Romney for noting that the 

U.S.Navy is the smallest it's been in nearly a century and may soon get smaller. It would be nice 

to think the President has been up late reading Alfred Thayer Mahan. To judge by the rest of his 

remarks on the subject, he hasn't. 

We mean Mr. Obama's well-rehearsed jibe that "we also have fewer horses and bayonets" than 

we did during World War I. This was followed by the observation that "we have these things 

called aircraft carriers, where planes land on them. We have these ships that go underwater, 

nuclear submarines." 

Yes, Mr. President. And we have fewer of all of those things, too. 

When the Soviet Union fell in 1991, the Navy counted 529 ships in the fleet, including 15 

aircraft carriers and 121 nuclear submarines. In 2001 the Navy was down to 316 ships, with 12 

carriers and 73 subs. In 2011 the numbers were 285, 11 and 71, respectively. On current 

trajectory, Mr. Romney said, "we're headed down to the low 200s," a figure Mr. Obama did not 

dispute. 

The President is right that the ships the U.S. puts to sea today are, for the most part, much more 

capable than they were 20 or 30 years ago. But that's true only up to a point. Aegis cruisers and 

destroyers responsible for defending their immediate battle space are now taking on the 

additional role of providing ballistic missile defense. The tasks multiply, but the ships aren't 

getting any additional missile tubes. 

A smaller fleet is also more stressed. The usual model for ship rotations—one-third deployed, 

one-third preparing for deployment, and one-third in overhaul—has given way to a reality in 

which 40% of the fleet is deployed and another 19% is underway for training operations. As one 

Naval friend with recent command experience tells us, "we are crushing our sailors." 

A smaller fleet is also more vulnerable for the simple reason that the loss of even a single ship 

removes a proportionately larger share of total capability. 

Today's ships can see and shoot farther than ever. But defensive technologies haven't kept pace. 

In 2006, a high-tech Israeli corvette built by Northrop Grumman was badly damaged by an 

antiship missile of Chinese design fired by Hezbollah. In 2007, a Chinese diesel-electric sub 



surfaced within torpedo range of the USS Kitty Hawk, having gone undetected by the aircraft 

carrier or battle group. 

Then there is the Strait of Hormuz, through which flows much of the world's oil. When the U.S. 

last confronted Iranian mines in the tanker wars of the 1980s, the Navy could deploy 22 

minesweepers. Today it has 14. 

For years, Navy brass pushed 313 ships as the number needed to fulfill their core tasks. In 

fairness to President Obama, he has slightly increased the size of the fleet, to 287 ships today, 

since it reached a historic low of 278 in 2007. But even the 313 goal is insufficient, mainly 

because it would include 55 Littoral Combat Ships that are fast and sleek but have limited 

capabilities and are highly vulnerable in the shallow coastal waters in which they are intended to 

operate. 

A larger irony is that Mr. Obama has ordered the so-called pivot to Asia, where America is 

primarily a maritime power. Last we checked the Pacific had gotten no smaller. China is rapidly 

modernizing and expanding its fleet while staking out maritime claims in the South and East 

China Seas. When the Administration announced its new defense strategy in January, the Navy 

was supposed to be spared the brunt of defense cuts precisely for that reason. 

Concerns about ship numbers may seem passé. They also seemed passé to many in the late 19th 

century, which is exactly why Mahan wrote "The Influence of Sea Power Upon History." If 

we've again become cavalier about maintaining the freedom of the seas, it's because a powerful 

U.S. Navy has accustomed us to indifference. Weaken the Navy further, and that's a luxury we'll 

lose. 

*********************************** 
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This Week in the War of 1812: 
On Aug. 19, 1812, HMS Guerriere challenged USS Constitution off the coast of Boston. Though Capt. Isaac 
Hull of Constitution faced a far more experienced opponent in British Capt. James Dacres, Constitution had 
the advantage of maneuverability and firepower. The battle lasted about four hours and Guerriere 
surrendered and was destroyed after two major collisions caused irreparable damage. The battle boosted 
public morale and Constitution became known as "Old Ironsides" because many of the shots fired by the 
British rebounded right off the ships's hull. For more information on the War of 1812, visit 
hhttttpp::////wwwwww..oouurrffllaaggwwaassssttiilllltthheerree..oorrgg// 

  
TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. U.S. Navy Ship Collides With Oil Tanker In Gulf 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 12 AUG 12) ... Michael Casey 

DUBAI, United Arab Emirates -- A U.S. Navy guided missile destroyer was left with a gaping hole on one side after it collided 
with an oil tanker early Sunday just outside the strategic Strait of Hormuz. 

 
2. In Upheaval For Egypt, Morsi Forces Out Military Chiefs 
(NEW YORK TIMES 13 AUG 12) ... Kareem Fahim 

CAIRO — President Mohamed Morsi of Egypt forced the retirement on Sunday of his powerful defense minister, the army chief 
of staff and other senior generals, moving more aggressively than ever before to reclaim political power that the military had seized 
since the fall of Hosni Mubarak last year. 

 
3. New ‘Diversity Vision' Coming Soon, CNO Says 
(NAVY TIMES 20 AUG 12) ... Gidget Fuentes 

The Navy must continue to diversify its force of officers and enlisted personnel across all its communities, the Navy's top officer 
told a Hispanic-oriented naval services organization Aug. 9 as he previewed a new "diversity vision.” 

 
4. Japan, South Korea Spar Over Islets 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 13 AUG 12) ... Evan Ramsta 

SEOUL – Japan raised the prospect of taking a dispute with South Korea over possession of a group of islets to an international 
court after South Korean President Lee Myung-bak visited them on Friday and called them "worthy of sacrificing our lives." 

 

AASSIIAA  ––  PPAACCIIFFIICC::  
5. Sea Of Trouble Surrounds Tiny Islands Amid Asian Land Disputes 
Nations clamor to claim territories in part for nearby gas, oil reserves 
(WASHINGTON POST 12 AUG 12) ... Chico Harlan 

TOKYO — The disputed islands and islets in Asia are, on the whole, an unimpressive bunch. Most are rocky, windswept 
outcroppings far from any mainland. One has a lighthouse but no people. 

 
6. China Politics, Oil Needs Risk Conflict in S. China Sea 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 12 AUG 12) ... Flavia Krause-Jackson and Daniel Ten Kate 

In asserting its claims to the tiny islands, rocks and reefs in the South China Sea, China points to records of its ancient mariners. 
Today, those waters are far more important to China than in the age of the sail. 
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7. Taiwan To Stage Live-Fire Drill In Disputed Spratlys 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 12 AUG 12) 

TAIPEI -- Taiwanese coastguards said Sunday they will next month stage a live-fire exercise in disputed South China Sea islands 
with new, longer-range artillery and mortars, in a move that risks fresh tensions. 

 

MMIIDDEEAASSTT::  
8. Vice Chief Visits IKE 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 12 AUG 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Nathanael Miller, USS Dwight D. Eisenhower 
Public Affairs 

USS EISENHOWER, ARABIAN SEA -- Adm. Mark Ferguson, vice chief of naval operations (VCNO), visited the Nimitz-class 
aircraft carrier USS Dwight D. Eisenhower (CVN 69) (IKE) for a two-day visit highlighted by an all hands call and meetings with 
leadership, Aug. 12-13. 

 
9. Clinton Seeks Coordination On Syria 
Meetings in Turkey include opponents of embattled Assad 
(WASHINGTON POST 12 AUG 12) ... Anne Gearan 

ISTANBUL — Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton sought Saturday to broaden U.S. contacts with political opponents of 
Syrian President Bashar al-Assad beyond a fragmented group of exiles with limited influence inside the country. 

 
10. Syrian Jets Pound Rebel Positions As Opposition Presses For No-Fly Zone 
(NEW YORK TIMES 13 AUG 12) ... Damien Cave 

BEIRUT, Lebanon — Syrian jets fired on areas in and around Aleppo again on Sunday, continuing an escalation of force that has 
led activists and rebels to demand that foreign forces establish a no-fly zone to counter the government's air superiority. 

 
11. Iranian Sailors Rescued By U.S. Navy Return Home; Tehran Downplays Operation As Routine 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 10 AUG 12) 

TEHRAN, Iran — Iran’s official news agency says that 10 Iranian sailors rescued by the U.S. Navy have returned home, as 
Iranian officials downplay the efforts made by Tehran’s American adversary. 

 
12. Israel Puts Raid On Iran Back In Focus 
(FINANCIAL TIMES (UK) 13 AUG 12) ... Tobias Buck 

JERUSALEM -- After months of relative quiet, speculation over an Israeli attack on Ira”s nuclear facilities is once again sharply 
on the rise. 

 

MMEEDDIITTEERRRRAANNEEAANN::  
13. Chinese Battleships To Anchor At Haifa Port 
Chinese Battleships To Dock in Haifa for 1st Time; Sign of Closer Ties 
(TEL AVIV YEDI'OT AHARONOT 12 AUG 12) ... Yosi Yehoshu'a 

Israel's relations with China are growing even warmer: Three Chinese Navy missile boats are expected to anchor at Haifa Port this 
week, as part of the closer cooperation between the two countries' armies. 

 
14. Russian Warships Hold Drills In Mediterranean 
(RIA NOVOSTI 11 AUG 12) 

MOSCOW -- A Russian joint naval task force on a training mission in the Mediterranean has conducted two-day tactical 
exercises with live-firing drills, the Defense Ministry said. 

 

PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
15. It Just Doesn’t Add Up 
After kicking out thousands, Navy offers bonuses to fill manning gaps. Sailors, and a lawmaker, want 
answers 
(NAVY TIMES 20 AUG 12) ... Mark D. Faram 

Personnel Specialist 1st Class (SW) Max Feige got the word in November he was being cut by an enlisted retention board. The 
Navy was breaking his contract and ending his 12-year Navy career. 

 
16. Lawyers: ERB Sailors Might Have A Case 
(NAVY TIMES 20 AUG 12) ... Mark D. Faram 

Since Oklahoma lawyer E.W. Keller filed his lawsuit on behalf of 105 sailors cut by the enlisted retention boards, he says the 
phone has been ringing off the hook. 
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17. New Therapy Lessens PTSD, Depression Symptoms 
(NAVY TIMES 11 AUG 12) ... Patricia Kime 

A therapy that simulates eye movements similar to those in REM sleep is showing promise in reducing symptoms of post-
traumatic stress disorder and depression, according to a new study from the University of South Florida College of Nursing. 

 
18. 6 At Great Lakes Face Hazing Allegations 
Commander pledges ‘complete accountability' 
(NAVY TIMES 20 AUG 12) ... Mark D. Faram 

Six recruit division commanders face disciplinary action after an alleged hazing incident involving excessive physical training at 
Recruit Training Command Great Lakes, Ill. 

 
19. Navy Expert Accused Of Using Detainee To Check Corpses 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 10 AUG 12) ... Mike Hixenbaugh 

Two insurgent fighters were dead, and a third had been taken into the custody of Iraqi security officers. After a showdown in the 
Iraqi desert some three years ago, Virginia Beach-based Navy bomb-disposal experts were called to the scene to probe the bodies for 
explosives. 

 
20. Sub Commander Relieved Of Duty After Woman Alleges He Faked Death To End Affair 
(NEW LONDON DAY 12 AUG 12) ... Karen Florin and Jennifer McDermott 

Navy Cmdr. Michael P. Ward II, who has been accused of having an affair with a 23-year-old Chesapeake, Va., woman and 
faking his death as a means of ending it, has been relieved of his duties as the commanding officer of the USS Pittsburgh, just one 
week after he was put in command. 

 

AAVVIIAATTIIOONN  //  DDRROONNEESS::  
21. Drones Need Secure Datalinks To Survive Vs. Iran, China 
(AOL DEFENSE 10 AUG 12) ... Sydney J. Freedberg Jr. 

LAS VEGAS--Drones rule the skies over Afghanistan. But the next war may be a different story. "We're fighting cavemen that 
aren't shooting back," said Lt. Col. Kevin Murray. "That's not where we're going." 

 
22. IG Says F-35 Cost Can’t Be Tamed 
Stealth jet project is out of reach for any president 
(WASHINGTON TIMES 12 AUG 12) ... Guy Taylor 

The F-35 Joint Strike Fighter is the white whale of the Defense Department — a stealth jet designed to work for all branches of 
the armed forces — but at a total cost of $1.5 trillion, it’s also a program that analysts say is an epic boondoggle that neither President 
Obama nor his GOP challenger, Mitt Romney, has a realistic plan to get under control. 

 
23. Osprey More Accident-Prone: Marines 
(KYODO NEWS 11 AUG 12) 

WASHINGTON — A comparative analysis has shown MV-22 Osprey aircraft to be deployed to Okinawa later this year have 
been involved in more accidents among nine planes operated by the U.S. Marine Corps. 

 

EENNEERRGGYY::  
24. Navy Studies Potential Of Fuel Cells To Run Unmanned Vehicles 
(ZD NET 13 AUG 12) ... Heather Clancy 

The U.S. Navy has signed a $3.8 million contract with FuelCell Energy, one of the leading developers in this slice of the energy 
storage space. 

 

CCOONNGGRREESSSS  //  BBUUDDGGEETT::  
25. Workers Fret About Job Security As Threat Of Sequestration Looms 
(WASHINGTON POST 13 AUG 12) ... Steve Vogel and Timothy R. Smith 

Lawyer Lynnette Rodgers faced a choice last year as she weighed job offers, one from the Social Security Administration and a 
second from the Cuyahoga County government in Ohio, where she lived. 

 
26. A Play In Four Acts: How Will Budget Cuts Go? 
(DEFENSE NEWS 12 AUG 12) ... Kate Brannen 

On Aug. 2, the Budget Control Act of 2011 marked its one-year anniversary, a date few in Washington celebrated. 
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27. Analysts: Pentagon Could Save $100 Billion By Changing Business Practices 
(NATIONAL DEFENSE 10 AUG 12) ... Sandra I. Erwin 

Only one issue is on the minds of defense leaders and industry executives these days: Looming budget cuts. But widespread panic 
over the coming spending reductions — known as sequestration — could be turned into an opportunity to tackle the obvious fat in the 
Pentagon’s budget, analysts suggest. 

 
28. Is The Debate Over Defense Cuts Getting 'Hysterical'? 
(NEWPORT NEWS DAILY PRESS 11 AUG 12) ... Hugh Lessig 

Chances are, the latest story or speech about the prospect of deep cuts in U.S. military spending has contained two things: The 
term "sequestration" and a very large number. 

 

BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
29. Navy Set To Dock In Chicago 
Bicentennial of War of 1812 brings warships, Sailors to city for first time since 1999 
(CHICAGO TRIBUNE 12 AUG 12) ... Mitch Smith 

Navy warships, on their first scheduled cruise in the Great Lakes since 1999, will pull in along Chicago's lakefront Tuesday as 
Sailors celebrate Navy Week and the 200th anniversary of the War of 1812. 

 
30. Milwaukee Air & Water Show Celebrates Military During Navy Week 
(WITI FOX MILWAUKEE 10 AUG 12) ... Bret Buganski 

MILWAUKEE — The 2012 Air and Water Show continues Sunday, August 12th as part of Navy Week. Milwaukee is one of 15 
cities that celebrates the military during Navy Week — also commemorating the 200th anniversary of the War of 1812. 

 
31. Navy Week Is Coming To Cleveland 
(WDOK CBS RADIO CLEVELAND 12 AUG 12) ... Jim McIntyre 

The War of 1812 was the first declared war in the history of the United States of America, and it established the U. S Navy as a 
force to be reckoned with. The Navy is commemorating the bicentennial of the war with Navy Week in Cleveland, August 27 through 
September 4. 

 
32. Navy Wharf Project Receives Key Environmental Approval 
(KITSAP (WA) SUN 10 AUG 12) ... Ed Friedrich 

The Navy is nearing construction of a second explosives handling wharf at Naval Base Kitsap-Bangor after receiving a key 
approval Friday from the state Department of Ecology. 

 
33. Legislators Step In On Military Noise 
Help from Congress is sought after aircraft at the Kaneohe base draw complaints 
(HONOLULU STAR-ADVERTISER 12 AUG 12) ... William Cole 

Resident complaints about noise from close-flying military planes and helicopters using the Kaneohe Marine base are being raised 
with federal lawmakers at a time when 53,000 flight operations annually are expected to soar to nearly 79,000 in coming years. 

 

SSEEXXUUAALL  AASSSSAAUULLTT::  
34. YouTube Series Focuses On Military Sex Assault 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 12 AUG 12) ... Julie Watson 

SAN DIEGO — The enormous obstacles and emotional torment that a female service member confronts in reporting a sexual 
assault in the military are the focus of the three-part Web series “Lauren” debuting Monday on YouTube’s new channel WIGS, which 
focuses on drama for women. 

 

WWEEEEKK  IINN  RREEVVIIEEWW::  
35. Week In Review Aug. 04, 2012 – Aug. 10, 2012 
(YOUTUBE 10 AUG 12) ... U.S. Navy 

Welcome to this week's U.S. Navy multimedia production featuring selected images from around the fleet received during the 
week of Aug. 04, 2012 – Aug. 10, 2012. 
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CCOOMMMMEENNTTAARRYY::  
36. A Good-Neighbor Policy For Peace In The South China Sea 
(BLOOMBERG VIEW 12 AUG 12) ... Editorial 

What do you call an ocean that sits atop more than 10 billion barrels of recoverable oil and 100 trillion cubic feet of natural gas, 
provides transit for $5.3 trillion worth of shipborne trade every year, and is bordered by a half-dozen nations with competing maritime 
and territorial claims? If you’re a geographer, the South China Sea. 

 
37. Defense White Paper Eyes China 
(JAPAN TIMES 11 AUG 12) 

The 2012 white paper on defense, endorsed by the Cabinet on July 31, expressed concern over China's rapid defense buildup and 
muscle-flexing in the Pacific Ocean, noting that it has become common for Chinese naval vessels to enter the Pacific Ocean, and that 
China appears intent on improving its ability to deploy its naval forces in international waters. 

 
38. Navy Prepares For A Conflict More Likely Than We Think 
The possibility of war in the Pacific appears less remote than it has for many years 
(THE AUSTRALIAN 11 AUG 12) ... Brendan Nicholson 

As concerns grow about increasing tensions in the South China Sea, the Royal Australian Navy has stepped up its training for 
major sea battles. 

 
39. How. When. Whether. Stopping Syria's War 
(WASHINGTON POST 12 AUG 12) ... Kenneth Pollack 

Middle East analyst Kenneth M. Pollack on the right ways to intervene in a civil war 
 

40. Explain Manning Mess 
(NAVY TIMES 20 AUG 12) ... Editorial 

Nearly 3,000 Sailors were axed as part of last year's enlisted retention boards. They will all be out on the streets, civilians, by 
Sept. 1. 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. U.S. Navy Ship Collides With Oil Tanker In Gulf 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 12 AUG 12) ... Michael Casey 

DUBAI, United Arab Emirates -- A U.S. Navy guided 
missile destroyer was left with a gaping hole on one side after 
it collided with an oil tanker early Sunday just outside the 
strategic Strait of Hormuz. 

The collision left a breach about 10 feet by 10 feet (three 
by three meters) in the starboard side of USS Porter. No one 
was injured on either vessel, the U.S. Navy said in a statement. 

The collision with the Panamanian-flagged and Japanese-
owned bulk oil tanker M/V Otowasan happened about 1 a.m. 
local time. Photos released by the Navy showed workers 
standing amid twisted metal and other debris hanging down 
from the hole. 

The cause of the incident is under investigation, the Navy 
said, though the collision was not "combat related." There 
were no reports of spills or leakages from either the USS 
Porter or the Otowasan, the Navy said. 

Navy spokesman Greg Raelson said the destroyer now is 
in port in Jebel Ali, Dubai. "We're just happy there were no 
injuries," he said. "An investigation is under way." 

The USS Porter is on a scheduled deployment to the U.S. 
5th Fleet, which is based in Bahrain, an island nation in the 
Gulf, near Iran. 

The Strait of Hormuz, at the mouth of the Gulf, is a 
crowded and tense waterway where one-fifth of the world's oil 
is routed. Tensions have risen there over repeated Iranian 
threats to block tanker traffic in retaliation for tighter sanctions 
by the West. The sanctions are aimed at persuading Iran to 
abandon its uranium enrichment program, so far without 
success. 

Tensions in the Strait of Hormuz show no sign of abating. 
The United States stoked the flames recently with an 

announcement that it will send U.S. Navy minesweepers and 
warships into the Gulf for exercises. The U.S. military 
maneuvers scheduled for September, to be joined by ships 
from about 20 American allies. 

This is part of a Pentagon buildup in the Gulf with more 
troops and naval firepower, seeking to rattle Iran and reassure 
Saudi Arabia and Washington's other Gulf Arab partners 
worried about Iran's influence and power. 

Iranian commanders and political leaders have stepped up 
threats and defiant statements in recent weeks over the Strait 
of Hormuz. 

While it appears unlikely that Iran is ready to risk an 
almost certain military backlash by trying to close Hormuz - 
which is jointly controlled with Oman - the comments from 
Tehran show that Iranian authorities see the strait as perhaps 
their most valuable asset in brinkmanship over tightening 
sanctions. 

Iranian officials have been quick to counter statements 
about closing the strait with observations that the situation is 
not likely to become that severe, indicating recognition that a 
step like closing the strait would have grave implications. 

Warnings from Tehran in the past about possible closure 
have been enough to boost oil prices to offset the blow of 
sanctions. It's also among the potential flashpoints if military 
force is used against Iran over its nuclear program. 

If attacked, Iran could severely disrupt oil supplies and 
send the shaky global economy stumbling backward again. 

Three years ago, The USS Hartford, a nuclear-powered 
submarine based in Groton, Conn., collided in the strait with 
the USS New Orleans, a San Diego-based amphibious ship. 

The New Orleans' fuel tank was ruptured, and 15 Sailors 
on the Hartford suffered minor injuries. The collision caused 
$2.3 million in damage to the New Orleans, and the cost so far 
of repairs to the Hartford is $102.6 million. 

The submarine's commanding officer was relieved of his 
duties, and the sub's chief of the boat, an adviser to the 
commanding officer, was reassigned. Several crew members 
were punished. 

Broadcast Clip - USS Porter (DDG 78) Damaged After 
Collision 

(YOUTUBE 12 AUG 12) U.S. Navy 
ARABIAN GULF -- U.S. Navy guided-missile destroyer 

USS Porter (DDG 78) is damaged just forward of the 
superstructure after colliding with Japanese-owned bulk oil 
tanker M/V Otowasan. No personnel on either vessel were 
injured. Porter is on a scheduled deployment to the U.S. 5th 
Fleet area of responsibility conducting maritime security 
operations and theater security cooperation efforts. 

View Clip (RT: 0:17) 
Broadcast Clip - Navy Ship Collides With Oil Tanker 

In Strait Of Hormuz 
(ABC NEWS 12 AUG 12) Martha Raddatz 
View Clip (RT: 1:39) 

Return to Index 
 

2. In Upheaval For Egypt, Morsi Forces Out Military Chiefs 
(NEW YORK TIMES 13 AUG 12) ... Kareem Fahim 

CAIRO — President Mohamed Morsi of Egypt forced the 
retirement on Sunday of his powerful defense minister, the 
army chief of staff and other senior generals, moving more 
aggressively than ever before to reclaim political power that 
the military had seized since the fall of Hosni Mubarak last 
year. 

Mr. Morsi also nullified a constitutional declaration, 
issued by the military before he took office on June 30, that 
had gutted the authority of his office. On Sunday, he replaced 
it with his own declaration, one that gave him broad legislative 
and executive powers and, potentially, a decisive role in the 
drafting of Egypt’s still unfinished new constitution. 

The maneuvers by Mr. Morsi, a former leader of the 
Muslim Brotherhood, cemented a major shift in power that 
began with his election in the face of intense opposition from 
the military. It received a decisive push this month after 16 
Egyptian soldiers were killed in northern Sinai, deeply 
embarrassing the generals and weakening them politically. 

Still, it was unclear on Sunday whether the generals 
would accept Mr. Morsi’s latest moves. One top general said 
the reshuffle was made in “consultations” between Mr. Morsi 
and the military. There was no sign of a backlash by the 
military on Sunday night, as the president’s supporters held 
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large rallies in Cairo. And other figures from across the 
political spectrum hailed Mr. Morsi’s decision. 

“We had been chanting, ‘Down, down with military rule,’ 
” said Shady el-Ghazaly Harb, a liberal political activist. 
“Today it came true.” 

Officials in Washington have been closely watching the 
confrontation between Mr. Morsi’s civilian government and 
military leaders, saying that negotiations over how to share 
power were going on behind closed doors. Neither the White 
House nor the State Department offered any immediate 
reaction to the command shake-up ordered by Mr. Morsi. 

An Obama administration official said the United States 
was not warned that it was coming. 

In a fiery speech on Sunday at an event celebrating a 
Muslim holy day, Mr. Morsi said his decisions were not meant 
to “embarrass” the military or its leaders and that he was 
acting in “the best interests of this nation.” 

“Today, this nation returns — this people return — with 
its blessed revolution,” he said. 

The retirements announced on Sunday swept away the 
most prominent names in the military power structure. Most 
stunning for many observers was the retirement of Field 
Marshal Mohamed Hussein Tantawi, the defense minister. A 
crucial ally of Mr. Mubarak, the field marshal had served in 
the post for more than 20 years. 

More than any other military leader, Field Marshal 
Tantawi was seen as the symbol, if not the architect, of the 
military’s bid for increasing power after the 2011 uprising. As 
the leader of the Supreme Council of the Armed Forces, 
known as SCAF, he was the country’s de facto leader before 
Mr. Morsi’s election. At 76 years old, he was expected to 
retire soon, though no date had been announced, and Mr. 
Morsi had just reappointed him as defense minister. 

The army chief of staff who was forced to retire, Sami 
Hafez Anan, was seen by many analysts as a potential 
successor to Field Marshal Tantawi. Both men were kept on as 
presidential advisers with undisclosed roles. Mr. Morsi also 
pushed out the chiefs of the Navy, the air force and the air 
defense branch. 

As analysts struggled to tell whether the shake-up 
represented a break between Mr. Morsi and the military, or a 
carefully brokered deal, many looked for clues in the 
replacements named for the retired generals. 

For two major posts, Mr. Morsi chose officers from the 
supreme military council, suggesting that he had possibly 
struck a deal with younger officers. Some saw the way that the 
retirements were announced — not as voluntary actions by the 
officers, but as referrals by the president — as evidence that 
they were a surprise. But that was far from clear. 

For his new defense minister, Mr. Morsi chose the head of 
military intelligence, Gen. Abdul-Fattah el-Sisi, who was seen 
as close to Field Marshal Tantawi. General Sisi’s name 
surfaced last year when he acknowledged to Amnesty 
International that the military had subjected female protesters 
to “virginity tests.” The general defended the policy by saying 
it was imposed to “protect” soldiers from allegations of rape 
but said the tests would be stopped. 

Gen. Mohamed al-Assar, a member of the military 
council, was named an assistant defense minister. He told 
Reuters that Mr. Morsi’s decision was “based on consultation 
with the field marshal and the rest of the military council.” 

While the retirements marked at least a symbolic end to 
the military’s dominant role in Egyptian politics, Mr. Morsi’s 
abolishment of the constitutional declaration posed a more 
fundamental challenge to the military. It also raised the 
possibility of a new confrontation with one of Egypt’s highest 
courts. 

The military originally issued the declaration in a bid to 
hamstring Mr. Morsi in the event that he won the election. The 
military won backing for some moves, including its decision 
to dissolve Parliament, from the Supreme Constitutional 
Court, seen as a politicized body that includes judges who 
share the military’s mistrust of the Brotherhood. 

It was not clear Sunday how the court would react to Mr. 
Morsi’s decision to supersede the declaration with his own. “If 
the military acquiesces, would the court act unilaterally?” 
asked Michael Wahid Hanna, a fellow at the Century 
Foundation. “This is extralegal. The court has essentially said 
that the SCAF’s road map was O.K.” 

Gaber Nassar, a professor of constitutional law at Cairo 
University, said that Mr. Morsi has had the right to abolish the 
military’s declaration since the first day of his presidency. 
“The court has no power whatsoever in this matter,” he said. 

Perhaps anticipating a fight with the courts, Mr. Morsi on 
Sunday appointed a senior judge, Mahmoud Mekky, as vice 
president. When Mr. Mubarak was president, Mr. Mekky 
fought for judicial independence and spoke out frequently 
against voting fraud. 

Mr. Morsi’s aggressive steps on Sunday contrasted 
sharply with his lackluster image before he became president. 
He was the Muslim Brotherhood’s second choice as a 
candidate, selected after the group’s chief strategist, Khairat 
al-Shater, was deemed ineligible. 

On Sunday, in a speech laden with religious references, 
he spoke of the “many challenges” facing the nation, and 
suggested that Egypt — and its military — needed fresh 
leadership. 

“I never meant to antagonize anyone,” he said. “We go on 
to new horizons, with new generations, with new blood that 
has long been awaited.” 

The powers Mr. Morsi assumed on Sunday allow him to 
select a new panel to write Egypt’s constitution, if the current 
panel cannot finish their work. And he has broad powers to 
pass laws, though he has promised to turn over that 
responsibility when a new parliament is elected. Still, his 
moves were certain to revive concerns that he and the 
Brotherhood were becoming far too strong. “I see the kind of 
power amassed in this one person, and I think it’s pretty 
scary,” said Mr. Hanna. 

Mr. Morsi appeared to be moving confidently after a 
period that seemed to expose some vulnerabilities. 

He came in for sharp criticism last week after he skipped 
the funerals for the soldiers, citing security concerns. 

In response, Mr. Morsi fired his intelligence chief and 
other officials. Some people speculated that he moved on 
Sunday in part to pre-empt a planned demonstration this 
month by his opponents, including many Mubarak supporters. 
“He’s been gaining power with time,” Mr. Harb, the activist, 
said of Mr. Morsi, whom he had criticized in the past. “He was 
sending a message to whoever thinks the Mubarak regime is 
still able to come back: The SCAF is not going to do anything 
for them. A military coup is not going to happen.” 
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Omar Ashour, a professor at the University of Exeter who 
is currently in Cairo, said that for weeks, Mr. Morsi had been 
pursuing a careful strategy to enhance his power, appointing 

revolutionary figures to crucial cabinet posts to address the 
state’s “soft power.” With the purge of the military command, 
Mr. Ashour said, “he’s going after hard power as well.” 

Return to Index 
 

3. New ‘Diversity Vision' Coming Soon, CNO Says 
(NAVY TIMES 20 AUG 12) ... Gidget Fuentes 

The Navy must continue to diversify its force of officers 
and enlisted personnel across all its communities, the Navy's 
top officer told a Hispanic-oriented naval services 
organization Aug. 9 as he previewed a new "diversity vision.” 

"It's not about quotas," Chief of Naval Operations Adm. 
Jon Greenert told the audience at the Association of Naval 
Service Officers luncheon in San Diego. 

The broader goal, he said, is to have people with a wide 
range of experiences and backgrounds spread across the Navy. 

He said he's working on a diversity vision statement for 
the service, though he provided little detail. 

A diverse force is a key component of the Navy's broader 
warfighting mission, Greenert said. Only one in four young 
people qualify to join the Navy, "and we've got to get the best 
of that," he said. 

It's not just about recruiting, but supporting, sustaining 
and mentoring those in uniform, he said. 

Currently, 6.6 percent of officers and 17.6 percent of 
enlisted Sailors are Hispanic, said Ensign Amber Lynn Daniel, 
spokeswoman for the Office of Navy Diversity and Inclusion. 

"We need to recruit, retain and develop Hispanics in a big 
way," Greenert said. 

Return to Index 
 

4. Japan, South Korea Spar Over Islets 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 13 AUG 12) ... Evan Ramsta 

SEOUL – Japan raised the prospect of taking a dispute 
with South Korea over possession of a group of islets to an 
international court after South Korean President Lee Myung-
bak visited them on Friday and called them "worthy of 
sacrificing our lives." 

Mr. Lee's visit to the islets known as Dokdo in South 
Korea and Takeshima in Japan raised the temperature on a 
long-simmering territorial dispute over a place that is barely 
inhabitable and of unproven economic value—but that both 
Koreans and Japanese consider a symbol of their sovereign 
rights. 

The territory is known as Liancourt Rocks by the U.S. and 
other parties outside the dispute. 

Japan recalled its ambassador to South Korea after Mr. 
Lee's visit. Japanese Prime Minister Yoshihiko Noda said 
Friday that the islets belong to Japan "historically and by 
international law." 

On Saturday, Japan's Foreign Minister Koichiro Gemba 
said Tokyo might file a lawsuit over possession of the islets 
with the International Court of Justice. That prompted a 
statement in South Korea on Sunday from Mr. Lee's ruling 
political party that such a move would be "imprudent." 

Mr. Lee's visit reverberated outside the realm of 
officialdom as well.At the Olympics in London, South Korean 
fans held up "Dokdo is Korean territory" signs at a soccer 
game Friday where teams from the two countries contended 
for the bronze medal. South Korea won. A Korean player 
hoisted one of the signs on the field after the game, leading 
officials to disqualify him from attending the medal ceremony 
for violating rules aimed to prevent politics intruding in the 
games. 

And in Hiroshima, Japan, on Saturday, police arrested a 
man for allegedly throwing a brick at the South Korean 
consulate. The man told police he was upset by Mr. Lee's visit 
to the disputed islets. 

The islets are about halfway between the two countries. 
Historical texts show them to have mostly been associated 
with Korea; however, Japan asserted control of them during its 

colonial expansion a century ago. South Korea has controlled 
them with a small police presence since 1954. 

The dispute is one of several territorial quarrels between 
Japan and its neighbors. Japan controls a set of islands known 
as Senkaku, also claimed by China, where they are known as 
Diaoyu. Japan claims Russian-controlled islands known in 
Russia as the Southern Kurils; Japan calls them the Northern 
Territories. In late 2010, then-Russian President Dmitry 
Medvedev visited the island closest to the Japanese mainland, 
sparking a protest similar to the one Japan leveled at South 
Korea this weekend. 

The most recent sparring between Japan and South Korea 
appeared to be prompted by Japan's release on July 31 of an 
annual defense white paper restating its claims to the territory. 
Tokyo's assertion is an annual ritual that typically provokes 
criticism from Seoul—and did two weeks ago. 

Mr. Lee raised the stakes of South Korea's criticism with 
his visit. In doing so, he may have backed Japanese leaders 
into a corner in which their only way out is to put the claim 
over the rocks in the hands of an international third party—a 
move both South Korea and Japan have tried to avoid for fear 
of losing. 

Japan has twice before raised possession of the disputed 
islets with the International Court of Justice. South Korea 
didn't respond and Japan didn't press the matter, Mr. Gemba 
said, in "consideration to the influence of such a lawsuit upon 
overall Japan-Republic of Korea relations." He added, "I think 
the visit to the island by the president of Korea made such 
consideration unnecessary." 

Mr. Lee flew by helicopter to the islets Friday afternoon 
and spent a little over an hour on the one of the pair that is 
inhabited. He prayed at a small cemetery and drank tea with 
two people who live there for part of the year. Speaking to a 
small group of South Korea police stationed there, Mr. Lee 
said, "Let's be on guard, with pride." 

He is likely to discuss the disputed rocks and Korea-Japan 
relations further in a speech Wednesday, the anniversary of 
South Korea's liberation from Japan and the end of World War 
II. 



 

9 
 

The South Korean president—who has just seven months 
left of his five-year term—has been under pressure lately to 
act on some historical disputes with Japan, including one over 
compensation for Korean women who were forced into sexual 
slavery for Japanese soldiers during World War II. Two 
rulings by South Korea's constitutional court over the past 

year have forced the issue of compensation for victims of the 
Japanese colonial period. 

Mr. Lee began his presidency in 2008 emphasizing what 
he called a future-oriented relationship with Japan, and 
advocated low-key diplomacy on the historic issues, but he 
and his diplomats made little progress with Tokyo over the 
matters. 

Return to Index 
 
 

AASSIIAA  ––  PPAACCIIFFIICC::  
5. Sea Of Trouble Surrounds Tiny Islands Amid Asian Land Disputes 
Nations clamor to claim territories in part for nearby gas, oil reserves 
(WASHINGTON POST 12 AUG 12) ... Chico Harlan 

TOKYO — The disputed islands and islets in Asia are, on 
the whole, an unimpressive bunch. Most are rocky, windswept 
outcroppings far from any mainland. One has a lighthouse but 
no people. 

But these tiny territories, sweeping from southeast to 
northeast Asia, are fiercely contested among countries that are 
buoyed by nationalism and by a growing thirst for the natural 
resources off their shores. At a time when the United States 
has promised to play a greater role in Asia, some security 
experts say the territories represent the region’s greatest 
potential flash point aside from North Korea. 

The territorial disputes involve nearly a dozen countries in 
at least three major seas, and they have set off a chaotic 
crisscross of conflict in some of the world’s most trafficked 
shipping lanes. The disputes are not all connected, but analysts 
say that several of Asia’s key countries — China, Japan, South 
Korea and the Philippines — have in recent months followed a 
similar pattern, turning old historical squabbles into national 
priorities, escalating tensions and raising the chances of a 
small-scale armed conflict. 

The countries are driven to claim these far-flung offshore 
territories in part because of their growing need for the oil and 
gas reserves in the waters around them. Japan fears prolonged 
energy shortages as it turns from nuclear power, and China, 
already responsible for one-fifth of the world’s energy 
consumption, is racing to increase its share as its economy 
modernizes. 

"Energy resources are increasingly a critical issue here," 
said Rory Medcalf, director of international security at the 
Sydney-based Lowy Institute. "Particularly from a Chinese 
and Japanese point of view, there’s a new sense of the need for 
energy security. None of these countries want to categorically 
give up claims to territory where there could be large 
hydrocarbon deposits." 

The countries are also driven by fierce, though sometimes 
small, nationalist movements in their own back yards. The 
nationalism has been intensified by social media, some 
analysts say, particularly in China, where hundreds of millions 
of Internet users can share their opinions and public sentiment 
is harder than ever to ignore. Countries such as South Korea 
and China are set for leadership changes this year, making 
government officials wary of backing off claims and 
appearing weak. 

"We’ve seen over history countries go to war over 
territory — area that seems to be meaningless, but it’s the soil 
of the country," said Bruce Klingner, a senior researcher and a 
Northeast Asia expert at the Heritage Foundation. "Even if it 

would appear illogical for countries to risk conflagration over 
rocks…that is what is occurring." 

Tenuous Relationships 
The most notable current disputes involve Japan and 

South Korea, China and Japan, and China and a host of 
southeast Asian countries, most vocally the Philippines and 
Vietnam. 

China, with its increased military spending and naval 
might, is often pinpointed by foreign leaders as the regional 
bully, pushing its boundaries and intimidating smaller 
neighbors. But other countries have responded with shows of 
force of their own. Several southeast Asian countries have 
tightened alliances with Washington and conducted joint 
military drills. Japan realigned its Self-Defense Forces with 
the aim to better defend disputed waters. In July, Philippine 
President Benigno Aquino III asked his country’s congress to 
approve a massive military upgrade involving new planes and 
combat helicopters that could be used to defend contested 
areas in the South China Sea. 

"If someone enters your yard and told you he owns it, will 
you allow that?" Aquino said. "It’s not right to give away what 
is rightfully ours." 

Managing the territorial disputes has become a fraught 
issue for Asian leaders. One much-criticized move came 
Friday when South Korean President Lee Myung-bak, in an 
apparent ploy to boost his low support ratings, traveled by 
helicopter for a 70-minute visit to the Dokdo (or Takeshima) 
islets, also claimed by Japan. 

"Dokdo is genuinely our territory," Lee said on the island, 
where he laid flowers in front of a monument commemorating 
Koreans who died defending the territory. 

"Why did he visit there at a time when we need to 
consider issues from a broad viewpoint?" Japanese Foreign 
Minister Koichiro Gemba said soon after. "It is extremely 
regrettable." 

Security experts say the Japan-South Korea dispute has 
little chance of escalating into violence, because the two 
countries — Washington’s closest allies in Asia — are mostly 
cooperative economic partners, despite lingering animosities 
from Japan’s 35-year occupation. 

Disputes With China 
But other areas in the region are more troubling, 

particularly those claimed by China. A recent report from the 
Brussels-based International Crisis Group described how 
China is patrolling the sea with "nine dragons," a tangle of 
conflicting government agencies, many of them trying to 
increase their power and budget. 
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The People’s Liberation Army Navy tends to take a 
background role in sea disputes, the report said, allowing a 
greater role for civilian law enforcement or paramilitary 
agencies. An increasing number of rogue Chinese fishing 
vessels are also operating in contested areas, as seen in an 
April standoff between Beijing and Manila that started when 
Chinese fishermen were caught poaching near the disputed 
Scarborough Shoal. 

Eventually, China won the standoff and the fishermen 
made off with their catch. 

Washington has tried to stay neutral in the various 
disputes but has emphasized the importance of freedom of 
navigation. During a June meeting with Aquino, President 
Obama urged Asian countries to settle on a "strong set of 
international norms and rules governing maritime disputes in 
the region." 

Regional leaders, though, have failed to agree on any set 
of rules, and at a July foreign ministers’ meeting in Cambodia, 
conflicts about the South China Sea prompted the leaders to 
walk away without even a basic communique. 

A recent Pentagon-commissioned proposal by the Center 
for Strategic and International Studies, a think tank in 
Washington, pointed out that "stakes are growing" in the 
region because of China’s aggressive maritime activities. 

The think tank’s proposal on U.S. strategy in Asia raised 
the possibility of basing a nuclear-powered aircraft carrier on 
the Australian coast, allowing the U.S. a second carrier strike 
group in the region. 

But Australia’s defense minister quickly rejected the idea, 
and analysts in Australia suggested the country was unwilling 
to antagonize China, its largest trading partner. 

Return to Index 
 

6. China Politics, Oil Needs Risk Conflict in S. China Sea 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 12 AUG 12) ... Flavia Krause-Jackson and Daniel Ten Kate 

In asserting its claims to the tiny islands, rocks and reefs 
in the South China Sea, China points to records of its ancient 
mariners. Today, those waters are far more important to China 
than in the age of the sail. 

That’s because the area may hold oil riches that rival 
Saudi Arabia’s, a prospect that is stoking tensions in one of 
the world’s busiest shipping lanes as China undertakes its 
once- in-a-decade leadership transition. 

China’s assertiveness over a vast stretch of sea has grown 
in lockstep with its economic clout as it overtook the U.S. to 
become the world’s largest energy user. It is encountering 
competition over the rights from others, notably Vietnam and 
the Philippines, which are also asserting their claims. 

“There is no advantage for China to back down or enter 
negotiations,” said Andrew Nathan, a scholar of Chinese 
politics and foreign policy at Columbia University in New 
York. “China won’t calm down, and the current posture 
reflects a long-established strategy to reassert its claims 
steadily over time without ceding an inch.” 

At stake are unproven oil reserves of as much as 213 
billion barrels, according to Chinese studies cited in 2008 by 
the U.S. Energy Information Administration. That compares 
with 265.4 billion barrels of proven reserves held by Saudi 
Arabia as of 2011, according to the BP Statistical Review of 
World Energy. 

In 2010, China became the world’s top energy consumer. 
Its demand for oil alone surged to 9.8 million barrels per day 
in 2011 from 216,000 barrels per day in 1965, BP data shows. 
That’s more than double its daily production of 4.1 million 
barrels. 

Economic Case 
A net oil importer since 1993, China’s own proven oil 

reserves would last only 10 years at the current production 
levels, while Vietnam’s production would last 37 years, 
according to BP Plc (BP/) estimates. The needs of the 
Philippines, because it imports nearly all of its oil, are greater 
than China’s, Philippine Foreign Minister Albert del Rosario 
said in an interview last year. 

The world’s second-largest economy claims “indisputable 
sovereignty” over most of a body of water that lies south of 
mainland China, including more than 100 small islands, atolls 

and reefs that form the Paracel and Spratly Islands. Those 
claims are contested by Vietnam, the Philippines, Malaysia, 
Brunei and Taiwan. 

‘Nine-Dash Map’ 
China says explorer Zheng He, whose sea adventures 

predate Christopher Columbus, crossed the South China Sea 
during the Ming Dynasty and cites historical maps that long 
predate the founding of the People’s Republic in 1949. The 
Chinese Foreign Ministry website says the earliest discovery 
of the Spratlys, called Nansha in China and Troung Sa in 
Vietnam, can be traced back 2,000 years to the Han dynasty. 

These records form the basis of China’s “nine-dash” map 
of the sea, first published in 1947, that extends hundreds of 
miles south from China’s Hainan Island to the equatorial 
waters off the coast of Borneo. North Vietnam recognized 
Chinese sovereignty over the area from the 1950s to the 
1970s, while the Philippine claim of some islands dates back 
to the 1950s. 

In the closing days of the Vietnam War, China seized the 
Paracel Islands in a 1974 naval battle with South Vietnam. In 
1988, China sank several ships and killed more than 70 
Vietnamese sailors in a skirmish over the Spratlys. 

Military Force 
Along with the growing strength of its navy, China has 

used its maritime surveillance ships to harass foreign fishing 
boats, cut survey ships’ cables, and plant markers on 
unoccupied reefs. At least eight incidents between China and 
the Philippines, a U.S. ally, in the last 18 months have 
highlighted conflicting territorial and resource claims, 
according to the Congressional Research Service. 

While all-out war is unlikely, “all of the trends are in the 
wrong direction,” the International Crisis Group, a policy 
research organization, said in a report last month. 

The competing nations have moved to assert 
administrative control over the islands through setting up local 
governments, building structures, passing laws and promoting 
tourism, often leading to tensions. After Vietnam passed a 
maritime law in June, China delineated oil blocks off areas 
that Hanoi’s leaders had already awarded and set up a military 
garrison in the Paracels. 
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Adding to the mix is the U.S., which is shifting military 
assets to Asia and is advocating multilateral regional talks on 
the South China Sea. Secretary of State Hillary Clinton said in 
a July 18 editorial that China’s call for bilateral talks “is a 
recipe for confusion and even confrontation.” 

U.S. Criticism 
China’s actions in the Paracels run “counter to 

collaborative diplomatic efforts to resolve differences and 
risks further escalating tensions in the region,” State 
Department spokesman Patrick Ventrell said on Aug. 3. A day 
later, officials in Beijing said the U.S. was sending “a 
seriously wrong signal” to rivals for territorial rights in the 
South China Sea. 

“The Chinese tend to react in very visceral fashion, and 
that does not always go down well,” said Jonathan D. Pollack, 
an Asian and Pacific Studies specialist at the Brookings 
Institution in Washington, in a telephone interview. “Any time 
they see a U.S. role in anything, they will lash out.” 

The U.S., which says it doesn’t take sides on competing 
claims, has a declared national interest in a stretch of sea that 
carries an annual $5 trillion in ship-borne trade and frequently 
cites concerns of freedom of navigation. China denies ever 
threatening ships passing through its waters. 

Long-Standing Policy 
“The U.S. is unlikely to get involved directly, as that 

would alter a long-standing policy of maintaining neutrality in 
territorial disputes and complicate its broader relationship with 
China,” said Taylor Fravel, a professor at the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology in Cambridge, Massachusetts. 
“However, the U.S. is likely to speak out when it believes that 
trends are challenging regional stability or the principle of 
freedom of navigation.” 

The new surge in hostilities can be traced to about 2007, 
when claimants moved to strengthen their positions and 
develop oil and gas fields within their 200-nautical-mile 
economic zones, according to analyst Ian Storey of the 
Institute of Southeast Asian Studies in Singapore. 

Government-owned China National Offshore Oil Corp., 
China’s largest off-shore oil producer and parent of Cnooc 
Ltd. (883), in May begin drilling using its first deep-water 
drilling rig north of the Paracels. The proposed acquisition of 
Nexen Inc. (NXY) of Canada by Cnooc, in a deal valued at 
$15.1 billion, would give China in-house deep-sea drilling 
expertise it had lacked, according to Dean Cheng, a researcher 
on Chinese political and security issues at the Heritage 
Foundation in Washington. 

Race On 
“It is certainly conceivable that if the Chinese are out 

there first, and the Chinese find oil and they can back their 
claims with military force that, in a sense, the region is going 
to be effectively ceded to the Chinese,” he said. 

Vietnam has bid out areas within China’s claims, with 
Exxon Mobil Corp. (XOM) and Gazprom OAO (GAZP) 
among companies that have signed deals to explore the area. 
The Philippines has also opened parts of the waters to 
international companies, though in a July auction it received 
bids only from smaller, local oil companies such as Makati 
City-based Helios Petroleum. 

The existing mechanisms for China and Southeast Asian 
nations to hammer out their differences are proving 
inadequate. China says its claims pre-date the 1982 United 
Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea, which sets out a 
framework for a solution, and won’t submit to international 
arbitration. 

A meeting in July of the Association of Southeast Asian 
Nations hosted by Cambodia failed to reach a consensus on 
handling disputes in the South China Sea. 

If after nine years ASEAN and China cannot agree on 
how to implement a set of confidence-building measures, 
“what hope is there for reaching an agreement on a binding 
code designed to limit the sovereignty-building activities of 
the more active claimants?” said Storey. “Little to none, I 
would say.” 

Return to Index 
 

7. Taiwan To Stage Live-Fire Drill In Disputed Spratlys 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 12 AUG 12) 

TAIPEI -- Taiwanese coastguards said Sunday they will 
next month stage a live-fire exercise in disputed South China 
Sea islands with new, longer-range artillery and mortars, in a 
move that risks fresh tensions. 

The potentially resource-rich sea, home to important trade 
routes, is an increasingly dangerous flashpoint and there have 
been a string of recent diplomatic rows between countries with 
overlapping territorial claims. 

Taiwan's drill will take place on Taiping Island in the 
Spratlys, a sprawling group of islands claimed in whole or part 
by Taiwan, China, Vietnam, Malaysia, the Philippines, and 
Brunei, the coastguard said. 

The coastguard said it would take place in September but 
did not give an exact date. 

Vietnam already voiced anger after Taiwan last week 
moved new weaponry to the island in preparation for the drill, 
sparking a rebuke from Taipei. 

"Taiping Island is one of the islands in the area that has 
long been governed by" Taiwan, the foreign ministry said in a 
statement. "Its sovereignty is indisputable." 

The drill on the island, the biggest in the Spratlys, 
involves newly arrived 40mm artillery and 120mm mortars, 
the Taipei-based United Evening News said, which also 
reported that several lawmakers will watch the drill. 

The range of the 120mm mortars is 6.1 kilometres (3.8 
miles), compared with 4.1 kilometres (2.5 miles) for the 
mortars currently in use by Taiwanese coastguards on Taiping 
Island, the paper said. 

All claimants except Brunei have troops based on the 
archipelago of more than 100 islets, reefs and atolls, which 
sprawl across a vast area but have a total land mass of less 
than five square kilometres (two square miles). 

South China Sea tensions escalated last month when 
China announced a new city and military garrison in the 
dipusted Paracel Islands, prompting Washington to voice 
concern. 

Return to Index 
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MMIIDDEEAASSTT::  
8. Vice Chief Visits IKE 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 12 AUG 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Nathanael Miller, USS Dwight D. Eisenhower 
Public Affairs 

USS EISENHOWER, ARABIAN SEA -- Adm. Mark 
Ferguson, vice chief of naval operations (VCNO), visited the 
Nimitz-class aircraft carrier USS Dwight D. Eisenhower 
(CVN 69) (IKE) for a two-day visit highlighted by an all 
hands call and meetings with leadership, Aug. 12-13. 

As part of the visit, the VCNO, and Navy Total 
Force/Manpower, Personnel, Education, and Training 
(MPT&E) Fleet Master Chief, Fleet Master Chief 
(SW/AW/SCW) Scott A. Benning, took time to thank Sailors 
for their efforts in support of Operation Enduring Freedom and 
extended a "thank you" to those Sailors' families back home. 

"You are critical to our nation's security and make a 
difference daily," Ferguson told IKE Sailors. "The importance 
of what you do to help protect America cannot be overstated. I 
know how very hard you work, and I recognize the stress that 
puts on you and your families-- thank you for your dedication 
and sacrifice." 

VCNO and Benning both imparted to the Sailors the 
importance of adaptability and flexibility required in today's 
global environment. They emphasized that the Navy was 
changing to meet new demands and that force structure, 
manning, training and retention would align accordingly to 
ensure continual readiness. 

"The future Navy will be smaller and leaner, but will 
remain flexible and technologically advanced," said Ferguson. 
"Today's Navy has never been more relevant or in demand 
and, I expect that will not change." 

Benning echoed these sentiments. 
"Today's Sailors are the best trained and most dedicated 

men and women to wear the uniform of our Navy," Benning 
said. "Everywhere I go around the world, I'm in awe of the 
Sailors in our Navy today. They are dedicated, devoted and 
determined to get the job done under any circumstances." 

Ferguson and Benning also had the opportunity to observe 
several facets of carrier life and engage with Sailors that 
operate in work environments such as the flight deck, reactor 
spaces, mess decks and Aircraft Intermediate Maintenance 
Department (AIMD). Additionally, VCNO reenlisted nine 
Sailors as part of an all hands call. 

During the all hands call, the two addressed topics such as 
fleet-wide total force initiatives, deployment lengths, enlisted 
retention board (ERB), perform to serve (PTS) and best 
practices for the Navy family to navigate through day-to-day 
challenges of military life. 

Ferguson said he "does not foresee another ERB in the 
future." Both he and Benning explained that the Navy is 
already seeing the positive results of ERB through greater 
advancement totals and higher perform to serve (PTS) quotas. 

Benning spoke about the Navy's focus on improving 
afloat manning through voluntary and, in some cases, 
involuntary detailing tools to match Sailors with needed skills 
to priority jobs at sea. 

"Now more than ever, we need highly trained and 
motivated Sailors in our sea-going jobs," Benning said. "That's 
where we fight, and that's where we protect against threats 
coming to our shores. It's also where Sailors will define their 
careers and set themselves up for success." 

VCNO discussed the fact that operational commitments 
and the need for carrier presence in the world had stretched 
some deployments, but Navy leadership was keeping a close 
eye on deployment length and operational tempo. 

"The average deployment for an aircraft carrier and 
embarked carrier air wing, because of the high demand, is a 
little over 8 months," said Ferguson. "In the future, we expect 
that number to go back down to around 7 to 8. I do not see 9 
month deployments as our new norm, however the world does 
get a vote. Our Navy must be flexible and prepared to meet the 
needs of the nation." 

Sailors on IKE were appreciative that VCNO and Fleet 
Benning took the time to thank them and inform them about 
the present and future outlook of the U.S. Navy. 

Interior Communications Electrician 2nd Class (SW) 
Tabatha Chadmon felt honored that the vice chief of naval 
operations was her reenlisting officer. 

"It's a once in a lifetime opportunity," said Chadmon. 
"This is my second reenlistment, and it's great to have it done 
by an admiral." 

Chadmon was also grateful Ferguson came personally to 
talk about some of the future changes the Navy is going 
through to meet world challenges. 

"It means a lot," said Chadmon. "It's the vice chief of 
naval operations coming out to explain this personally rather 
than just let us hear it through the news. It shows the necessity 
of it all. It shows that our presence is needed and that we're 
here to do a job." 

Eisenhower and embarked Carrier Air Wing (CVW) 7 are 
deployed to the U.S. 5th Fleet area of responsibility, 
conducting maritime security operation efforts and support 
missions for Operation Enduring Freedom. 
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9. Clinton Seeks Coordination On Syria 
Meetings in Turkey include opponents of embattled Assad 
(WASHINGTON POST 12 AUG 12) ... Anne Gearan 

ISTANBUL — Secretary of State Hillary Rodham 
Clinton sought Saturday to broaden U.S. contacts with 
political opponents of Syrian President Bashar al-Assad 
beyond a fragmented group of exiles with limited influence 
inside the country. 

The top U.S. diplomat also pledged more military and 
intelligence cooperation with Turkey, a close U.S. ally now 
receiving a daily tide of refugees from the 17-month conflict. 

"We have been closely coordinating over the course of 
this conflict, but now we need to get into the real details of 
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such operational planning," Clinton said during a day of 
meetings with Syrian opposition figures, refugees and top 
Turkish officials. 

"Our intelligence services, our military have very 
important responsibilities and roles to play so we are going to 
be setting up a working group to do exactly that," she said. 

Clinton and Turkish Foreign Minister Ahmet Davutoglu 
said they are planning for the worst-case scenario in Syria — 
all-out civil war, foreign terrorist infiltration and the possible 
use of Assad’s stockpile of chemical weapons. 

"We have to brace for impact," Davutoglu said. 
Clinton came to Istanbul in part because it is a gathering 

place for Syrian opposition figures, including some who have 
recently arrived via a "corridor" of rebel-held territory south of 
the Turkish border. 

The group she saw Saturday included Internet activists, 
student protesters and others who her advisers hoped could 
provide greater clarity about the true nature of the political 
opposition in the country. 

While reluctant to criticize the outside political figures 
directly, U.S. officials are increasingly concerned that the 
umbrella Syrian National Council and other outside groups 
have limited leverage and competing agendas. 

Clinton described the concern of one young man who she 
said plans to return to Syria. The man told her he was worried 
about "the apparent lack of unity among the outside 
opposition" and hoped the "opposition would rise to the 
occasion," said Clinton, whose one-day stop here follows a 
10-day trip to Africa. 

A senior State Department official said the United States 
is seeking contacts with young people particularly, and with 
legal activists whose documentation of abuses could one day 
be used to hold Assad’s regime accountable. 

The United States wants to see the external groups 
coalesce and "strengthen their connections on the inside," said 
the official, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to 
describe the sensitive outreach. 

Reporters were excluded from Clinton’s sessions with 
Syrian activists and refugees, but the State Department gave 
general descriptions of the participants. 

One was described as a male member of the Syrian Center 
for Justice and Accountability, another a female "digital 
activist" affiliated with the Center of Civil Society and 
Democracy in Syria. The participants’ full identities were not 
disclosed to protect them from reprisals, according to the State 
Department. 

Clinton did not directly address the debate within the 
administration and among allies about whether to consider a 
"no-fly zone" over Syria, like the one established with heavy 
U.S. involvement in Libya last year. 

Clinton and Davutoglu said they had discussed a range of 
security issues including such a zone or "safe zones" within 
Syria or along the Turkish border. 

"Sorting this out is what we have agreed to do," Clinton 
said. "We have a long list." 

Clinton was clear that anything the United States agrees 
to do will be limited and in keeping with the view that adding 
arms to the volatile conflict could worsen it. 

"We have to be careful," she said. 
The U.S. view, publicly articulated most recently by U.N. 

Ambassador Susan Rice on MSNBC on Thursday, is that a no-
fly zone would be complicated and involve adding ground 
troops, something the Obama administration has thus far ruled 
out. 

A no-fly zone would probably have to include U.S. air 
assets, although Turkish and other allied forces might be able 
to establish one on their own. No-fly zones have been applied 
to varying effect in Iraq and other countries, and generally 
involve regular air patrols by U.S.-allied warplanes equipped 
with missiles and backed by radar and other surveillance. 

Militarily-protected safe zones are less clearly defined, 
and Davutoglu said that if the Syrian conflict gets significantly 
worse, safe zones for refugees might be a better option than 
continuing to try to care for them as they stream over the 
border. 

Clinton also announced $5.5 million in new aid for 
refugees. More than 51,000 Syrians have sought refuge in 
Turkey. Many more have gone to Jordan, Lebanon and Iraq. 
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10. Syrian Jets Pound Rebel Positions As Opposition Presses For No-Fly Zone 
(NEW YORK TIMES 13 AUG 12) ... Damien Cave 

BEIRUT, Lebanon — Syrian jets fired on areas in and 
around Aleppo again on Sunday, continuing an escalation of 
force that has led activists and rebels to demand that foreign 
forces establish a no-fly zone to counter the government's air 
superiority. 

Over the weekend, the United States and Turkey 
discussed a variety of measures to aid the opposition to 
President Bashar al-Assad, including a no-fly zone, though no 
decisions were reached. 

While the fighting raged in Aleppo, Syria’s largest city, 
the Syrian authorities on Sunday reported two bomb attacks in 
Damascus, the capital. 

The bombings occurred in the Marjeh district of 
Damascus, suggesting the rebels were still active in the capital 
and were increasingly turning to explosives in their evolving 
guerrilla campaign. Last week, a bomb tore through Syria’s 

state television headquarters; a month ago, an explosion killed 
four senior military and intelligence officials. 

No one was wounded in the attacks on Sunday, Syria’s 
state news agency said. The first blast was set off remotely as 
soldiers passed by in a vehicle. The device was hidden under a 
tree about 100 yards from the Four Seasons Hotel in 
Damascus, The Associated Press reported. 

The second blast went off around the same time near a 
soccer stadium half a mile away. Both explosions were 
followed by gunfire “to provoke panic,” the authorities said. 

Also on Sunday, Al Arabiya, an Arabic news channel, 
reported that a journalist working with it was killed on 
Saturday by a bomb in a suburb north of Damascus. The 
journalist, Bara’a Yusuf al-Bushi, was a defector from the 
Syrian Army who worked with several international news 
organizations. Syria’s state news agency said Sunday that one 
of its journalists had also been killed, a day after reporting 
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that, in a separate episode, rebels had kidnapped the members 
of one of its television news crews. 

The weekend’s events highlighted the risks that 
journalists in Syria face as the government tries to limit access 
and as the rebels and Mr. Assad’s government put a premium 
on propaganda. Over the course of the war, there have often 
been conflicting accounts of events, most of them difficult to 
verify independently. 

This year, the Committee to Protect Journalists identified 
Syria as the third “most censored” country in the world, just 
behind North Korea. 

More recently, the number of foreign reporters entering 
the country has increased, and news agencies like Reuters 
have found ways to establish what seems to be a full-time 
local presence. But as that presence has expanded, so have the 
risks. Several reporters moving in and out of Aleppo have 
recently described close calls as the Syrian military has shelled 
the city and, lately, attacked it with fighter jets. 

Opposition leaders said Sunday that despite reports that 
their fighters were running low on arms and ammunition, they 
would continue to fight. Clashes erupted in several areas in 

and around Aleppo on Sunday, with attacks from fighter jets, 
as the war for the city edged into its third week. 

There were also skirmishes and shelling in Damascus, 
activists said, where fighting has also intensified in the past 
few days. 

And in a video released on Sunday, one of the rebel 
brigades in the capital said that Syrian troops had launched 
two attacks in an effort to free dozens of Iranians kidnapped 
by the brigade last week. Iran says the captives are pilgrims 
who were in Damascus to visit a Shiite shrine, but the rebels 
say their hostages (45 are left after three were killed by 
shelling) are Iranian agents. 

In the video, the brigade’s commander said that the 
government would have to end its siege of rebel-controlled 
areas before the opposition would negotiate over the release of 
the captives. 

The Arab League postponed a meeting on Syria scheduled 
for Sunday. An official told Reuters that it had to be 
rescheduled because Saudi Arabia’s foreign minister, Prince 
Saud al-Faisal, required surgery. 
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11. Iranian Sailors Rescued By U.S. Navy Return Home; Tehran Downplays Operation As Routine 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 10 AUG 12) 

TEHRAN, Iran — Iran’s official news agency says that 
10 Iranian sailors rescued by the U.S. Navy have returned 
home, as Iranian officials downplay the efforts made by 
Tehran’s American adversary. 

The report by IRNA quotes Ebrahim Azizi, general 
governor of the coastal Hormozgan province, as saying that 
the repatriation of the sailors from the Gulf of Oman by their 
rescuers on Friday was in line with normal maritime protocol. 

On Wednesday, the USS James E. Williams rescued the 
sailors from a burning wooden boat in the Gulf that was flying 
an Iranian flag. It was at least the seventh rescue involving 
Iranian sailors in nearly two years. 

Iran and the U.S. are at odds over Tehran’s nuclear 
program, which the West suspects seeks to build a weapon, a 
charge Iran denies. 
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12. Israel Puts Raid On Iran Back In Focus 
(FINANCIAL TIMES (UK) 13 AUG 12) ... Tobias Buck 

JERUSALEM -- After months of relative quiet, 
speculation over an Israeli attack on Ira”s nuclear facilities is 
once again sharply on the rise. 

According to a series of leaks and anonymous briefings to 
the Israeli media over the past days, senior leaders in 
Jerusalem are discussing the prospect of a military strike with 
greater urgency than ever. One report even suggested that the 
prime minister and defence minister are now advocating an 
attack before the U.S. presidential election in November. 

Sceptics believe that this public display of urgency is 
primarily a political tool, wielded in order to convince the U.S. 
and other western powers to raise the pressure on Tehran. Yet 
others argue that the recent spate of leaks reflects genuine 
anxiety over Iran’s progress towards building a nuclear 
weapon – and concern that the “red lines” drawn by Israel and 
the U.S. remain stubbornly far apart. 

“The first thing to say is that we are actually getting 
closer. They used to talk about months [until an Israeli strike], 
now they are talking about weeks,” said Yoel Guzansky, a 
research fellow at the Tel Aviv-based Institute for National 
Security Studies. 

Speculation about an impending strike was fuelled in 
particular by a front page report in the Yedioth Ahronoth daily 
on Friday, claiming that Israel’s prime minister and defence 

minister wanted to launch air strikes against Iran before 
November. “Insofar as it depends on Benjamin Netanyahu and 
Ehud Barak, an Israeli military strike on the nuclear facilities 
in Iran will take place during these coming autumn months, 
before the U.S. elections in November,” the story said, without 
citing sources. 

The same sense of urgency was communicated in an 
interview on Friday with an anonymous Israeli “decision 
maker” in the Haaretz newspaper. The article drew attention 
because it provided a series of clues that pointed towards Mr. 
Barak as the interviewee, such as the reference to a “black 
grand piano” in the source’s living room – Mr. Barak is a 
passionate pianist. 

The unnamed official told Haaretz that the time for Israel 
to take action against Iran was running out – leaving Israel at 
the mercy of more powerful nations such as the U.S.: “For the 
Americans, the Iranians are not yet approaching the immunity 
zone – because the Americans have much larger bombers and 
bombs, and the ability to repeat the operation a whole number 
of times,” the official said. 

“But for us, Iran could soon enter the immunity zone. And 
when that happens, it means putting a matter that is vital to our 
survival in the hands of the United States. Israel cannot allow 
this to happen,” he added. 
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The idea that Iran is about to enter a “zone of immunity” 
has long been championed by Mr. Barak. He has warned 
repeatedly in the past that Iran is moving crucial elements of 
its nuclear programme into deep bunkers where they can no 
longer be destroyed from the air. 

Mr. Guzansky, from the Institute for National Security 
Studies and who used to head the Iran desk on Israel’s 
National Security Council, said the latest flurry of leaks and 
speculative media reports reflected – at least in part – the 
country’s desire to put pressure on western powers: “Israel is 
trying to keep this issue on the international agenda at any 
price,” he said. 

At the same time, he and other analysts point out that 
Israel’s repeated warnings about an impending strike may be 
testing the patience of its western allies: “The fear in Israel is 
that the international community will grow tired and say: 
‘Leave us alone. Do whatever you want.’ The fear is that 
Israel might find itself alone.” 

A spokesman for Mr. Netanyahu declined to comment on 
the recent media reports, but said: “We are concerned that 
time is moving ahead and that the Iranians are getting closer to 
a bomb.” 
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MMEEDDIITTEERRRRAANNEEAANN::  
13. Chinese Battleships To Anchor At Haifa Port 
Chinese Battleships To Dock in Haifa for 1st Time; Sign of Closer Ties 
(TEL AVIV YEDI'OT AHARONOT 12 AUG 12) ... Yosi Yehoshu'a 

Israel's relations with China are growing even warmer: 
Three Chinese Navy missile boats are expected to anchor at 
Haifa Port this week, as part of the closer cooperation between 
the two countries' armies. 

This will be the first time that Chinese battleships will be 
coming to Israel. Senior IDF sources regard it as another step 
in the improvement of bilateral relations. During their two-
week stay, the commanders of the Israeli and Chinese navies 
will hold meetings and conduct joint exercises. 

Precisely a year ago, China's Chief of General Staff Chen 
Bingde visited Israel and met with Defense Minister Ehud 

Baraq and Chief of Staff Beni Gantz. That was the first visit 
by such a high-ranking official in Israel since the 
establishment of diplomatic ties in 1992. Three months ago, 
Chief of Staff Gantz visited China and conferred with his 
Chinese counterpart; their discussions primarily centered on 
the sensitive security issues in the Middle East, including the 
Iranian threat. During those meetings, he mentioned the 
importance of China's influence in the Middle East in general 
and on Iran in particular. 

Translated from Hebrew. 
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14. Russian Warships Hold Drills In Mediterranean 
(RIA NOVOSTI 11 AUG 12) 

MOSCOW -- A Russian joint naval task force on a 
training mission in the Mediterranean has conducted two-day 
tactical exercises with live-firing drills, the Defense Ministry 
said. 

The task force comprises three large amphibious assault 
ships, two Neustrashimy class frigates, an Udaloy class 
destroyer and two support ships from Russia’s Northern, 
Baltic and Black Sea Fleets. 

“In the past two days the task force held tactical exercises 
which included firing drills involving on-board artillery and 
missile systems,” the ministry said on Friday. 

The warships will head to the Russian naval base of 
Novorossiisk after additional training in the central part of the 
Mediterranean later this month. 

Contrary to media reports, the task force will not call at 
the Russian supply and maintenance facility at the Syrian port 
of Tartus. 
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PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
15. It Just Doesn’t Add Up 
After kicking out thousands, Navy offers bonuses to fill manning gaps. Sailors, and a lawmaker, want 
answers 
(NAVY TIMES 20 AUG 12) ... Mark D. Faram 

Personnel Specialist 1st Class (SW) Max Feige got the 
word in November he was being cut by an enlisted retention 
board. The Navy was breaking his contract and ending his 12-
year Navy career. 

That was devastating. 
But when the Navy announced last month it was throwing 

tens of thousands dollars at Sailors to extend sea duty — in 
ratings once held by Sailors separated by the ERB — that 
made him angry. 

"When I heard about these sea duty bonuses, I was 
furious," Feige said.' It was like someone had kicked me. It 
just doesn't add up at all. Manning at sea has always been a 
challenge, but the ERB has only made a bad problem worse.” 

Some may chalk the complaint up to a disgruntled Sailor. 
But Feige, one of 2,946 Sailors cut by last year's two ERBs, is 
not alone. Sailors in the rank, unaffected by the cuts, say they 
are disturbed by the Navy's actions. More than 100 of the 
separated Sailors are suing. And now a congressman wants to 
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call Navy brass on the carpet on Capitol Hill to explain why 
Sailors have been cut at the same time bonuses are being 
thrown around to keep others working overtime. 

The Navy, on July 26 announced several measures aimed 
at fixing its 10,000 Sailor manning shortages in sea duty 
billets. Among those were Sea Duty, Incentive Pay, bonuses, 
ranging from $500 to $1,000 per month, for select ratings and 
pay grades. 

Among those rating and pay grade combinations were 22 
that were also gutted by the ERBs. More than 800 Sailors 
separated by the ERBs might have qualified for those jobs. 
This had Sailors — and at least one lawmaker — scratching 
their heads. Why were some Sailors being cut while others 
were being extended at sea? 

Sailors in Feige's PSI rating, for example, can earn $600 
per month if they agree to extra sea duty to fill manning gaps. 

"The second thought that occurred to me about this," 
Feige said, "was that, though the money would be nice, I'd 
have extended at sea for free.” 

For Sailors in the 31 ratings hit by the ERBs, all of whom 
will be cut by Sept. 1, it appears the Navy is breaking faith. 
Officials told these Sailors they were cut because those ratings 
were expected to be overmanned. But data show that hasn't 
always been the case. PS1s, as just one of many examples, are 
only 61 percent manned at sea, according to Navy figures. 

This isn't really a surprise, Navy officials said. 
Service leaders realized that some Sailors cut by the 

ERBs would have been slated for sea duty, as the boards did 
not factor a Sailor's assignment by design, said Cmdr. Kathy 
Kesler, spokeswoman for the chief of personnel. 

"Navy, to be fair, assumed the risk that some Sailors not 
selected for retention by the ERB would be on sea duty orders 
upon release of board results," she said. 

Part of the ERB Sailors' beef with the Navy is they've 
never been told exactly what got them the boot. But in cases 
where cuts were mandated by rating and year group, the board 
members were given the ability to go far back into a Sailor's 
records to find problems such as fitness failures and non-
judicial punishment. 

While the bulk of the Sailors were cut through mandatory 
quotas, 324 of them; officials say, were cut because of recent 
misconduct or declining performance. 

Officials did not provide data on how many of the ERB 
cuts came the ERB, helped improve balance in ratings and pay 
grades, they address only part of the equation," she said. 'We 
now have the number of Sailors we need by rank in some 
previously overmanned ratings, and are working to ensure our 
Sailors are in the best locations for the Navy.” 

Last month's new sea duty rules, she said, are simply 
"distribution mechanisms ... in place to ensure our Sailors are 
in the appropriate billets." 

'Navy Broke Faith' 
Sailors still in the fleet, though unaffected by the ERB, 

remain unhappy with what happened to nearly 3,000 of their 
shipmates. 

"There's so much about this whole process that has just 
been flat out wrong," said a first class aviation structural 
mechanic — not cut by the ERB — who spoke on condition of 
anonymity out of fear of backlash from the Navy. 

"First, the Navy broke faith and cut these career Sailors. 
We lost critical talent from the fleet that you can't just grow 
overnight. It's forcing those left behind to work longer and 

harder, arid, now we see them offering money to people to 
head back to sea where they just cut out so many. What about 
that makes sense at all?" 

Though aviation ratings were hardest hit in the cuts, it's 
happening elsewhere. 

"There was such an urgency attached to the ERB, and 
they said it was to increase advancement and reenlistment 
opportunity," said a chief operations specialist on an East 
Coast cruiser who also chose to speak anonymously. "But it 
doesn't seem like they looked at the second and third order 
effects of their actions.” The ERB is such a very sensitive 
issue out here," he said. "It's discussed often behind closed 
doors — the impact of breaking faith with Sailors as well as 
the manning issues — but rarely is anyone openly critical of it. 

"The problem is, Big Navy has dug its heels in on this 
issue so hard that no one who wants to have a career will risk 
talking openly and frankly about it. But the fact is, the OS 
rating lost a lot of good petty officer leadership in the ERB, 
and with the critical [navy enlisted classification] skills we 
need to fight our ships. You can't grow these Sailors with just 
money.” 

But Navy officials say the ERBs worked. 
"The bottom line is that overall, most of the ERB ratings 

are now in balance," said Master Chief Petty Officer of the 
Navy (SS/SW) Rick West. "It's proving itself with the record 
advancements we had and that, in many of these ratings, 
reenlistment approval has jumped from 30 percent to over 90 
percent.” 

But that's doing little to ease concerns of some Sailors. 
"If they did it once, they can do it again," said the chief 

operations specialist. "I know leadership is saying they don't 
plan to have an ERB over the next few years, but there's a 
level of trust among Sailors that's gone now and it will be hard 
to get that back.” 

Voice In Congress 
Separated Sailors have a major advocate in Rep. Scott 

Rigell, R-Va., who wants to openly challenge the Navy logic 
in a Congressional hearing. 

In June, Rigell wrote to Vice Adm. Scott Van Buskirk, 
the chief of naval personnel, and asked him to extend the 
deadline for 172 ERB Sailors who were within a year of 
qualifying for 15-year retirements. Van Buskirk declined. 

Now, Rigell wants the military personnel panel of the 
House Armed Services Committee to take a look at the ERB, 
too. 

"I am concerned about the way the ERB was conducted," 
Rigell said in an Aug. 8 letter to Rep. Joe Wilson, R-S.C., who 
chairs " An obvious question — why can't some of the ERB 
Sailors be considered to fill critical sea duty billets to help 
address this situation, rather than involuntarily separating 
them? FRA strongly supports Rep. Rigell's request for a 
congressional hearing on the Navy's ERB, and his efforts to 
allow the nearly 3,000 affected career Sailors to continue their 
service.” 

Kesler wouldn't comment directly on Rigell's letter, 
saying only that the "Navy regularly responds to requests for 
information from Congress through correspondence, briefings 
and hearings; and continues to do so regarding personnel and 
force management matters.” 

Still, the idea that lawmakers are looking into the at-sea 
manning problems, as well as the ERB's impact, is a positive 
step, according to Operations Specialist 1st Class (SW) 
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Ricardo Santos, a 13-year Sailor who was cut by the ERB and, 
until June, was assigned onboard the destroyer The Sullivans. 

"This really is a readiness issue because of the amount of 
deckplate talent the Navy cut in this process," he said. 

"When I left, I was the [leading petty officer] in OI 
division, and I had to turn the division over to E-5s. And 
though they're good Sailors, they really weren't ready to make 
that step.” 
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16. Lawyers: ERB Sailors Might Have A Case 
(NAVY TIMES 20 AUG 12) ... Mark D. Faram 

Since Oklahoma lawyer E.W. Keller filed his lawsuit on 
behalf of 105 sailors cut by the enlisted retention boards, he 
says the phone has been ringing off the hook. 

"We've been getting calls, more and more sailors wanting 
to join the suit," Keller said. 'We've had about 40 inquiries and 
it's not stopping.” 

Keller filed his suit Aug. 2 with the U.S. Court of Federal 
Claims. The increased interest has him considering taking the 
suit to class-action status and representing all 2,946 sailors 
who were cut by the Navy's two ERBs held last year. 

But many in the Navy are wondering whether Keller's 
case will hold up in court. 

The number of sailors signed up adds credibility to the 
case, said retired Marine lawyer Neal Puckett, who still 
practices military law as a civilian. 

"When you can demonstrate a whole class of people this 
impacts, and not just one Sailor, that definitely carries more 
weight," he said. "And that's why lawyers try to gather 
similarly impacted people together and get them qualified as a 
class.” 

But at the heart of this case, Puckett said, is the fact these 
Sailors had their contracts broken. "Contracts are sacrosanct in 
U.S. law, and it comes with rights and responsibilities on both 

the Navy's and the Sailor's sides," he said. "But it would seem 
to me to take an extraordinary national emergency to justify 
cutting short a Sailor's enlistment in cases other than crime or 
misconduct.” 

If Keller can show people were hurt in the process and 
there was a different way to get it done without involuntary 
cuts, the Navy could be held accountable, Puckett said. 

Navy officials have declined comment on the suit. But 
Cmdr. Brenda Malone, spokeswoman for the Navy at the 
Pentagon, said earlier this month that the ERB was 
"considered to be the fairest and most effective way to achieve 
stability in our force, and have the greatest benefit to the fleet 
in the short and long terms.” 

Puckett isn't the only military lawyer who said the Sailors 
have a case. Charles Gittins, another former military attorney 
now in private practice, considered taking the Sailor's case to 
court himself before quitting military law earlier this spring. 

"I totally agree with the lawsuit against the Navy," Gittins 
said. "I think it has merit because the Navy has disgraced itself 
by failing to look after its people in an effort to cut people 
without the proper procedures. The ERB is and has been a 
disgraceful effort by Navy leadership to circumvent the rights 
of Sailors to due process.” 
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17. New Therapy Lessens PTSD, Depression Symptoms 
(NAVY TIMES 11 AUG 12) ... Patricia Kime 

A therapy that simulates eye movements similar to those 
in REM sleep is showing promise in reducing symptoms of 
post-traumatic stress disorder and depression, according to a 
new study from the University of South Florida College of 
Nursing. 

The unorthodox treatment — called accelerated resolution 
therapy, or ART — combines counseling sessions with hand-
guided rapid eye motions. 

In a study of 80 civilians and veterans, the therapy 
reduced PTSD symptoms such as anxiety, nightmares and 
irritability, as well as depression, in one to four sessions. 

“We’re not really sure how it works, but there are some 
theories, like when you are sleeping and having rapid eye 
movements, your brain is problem-solving,” said Kevin Kip, 
the college’s executive director of research. 

“We also think maybe eye movements have a calming 
effect, that they are working on the sympathetic response — 
the increased heart rate, sweating and nerves — associated 
with remembering a traumatic event,” Kip said. 

Before beginning ART, 80 percent of study participants 
reported PTSD symptoms and 90 percent said they had 
depression. 

After ART, 17 percent said they had PTSD symptoms and 
28 percent reported depression. 

The study has limitations, Kip acknowledged. First, there 
was no control group to determine whether ART works better 

than standard or no therapy. Also, results were based on 
participants self-reporting symptoms; they were not being 
diagnosed with PTSD or depression by a professional. 

But the success of the $2.1 million study, funded by the 
Army Medical Research and Materiel Command, has led the 
Army to finance another study that is open to combat veterans. 
Those interested in participating should call the USF Restore 
Lives program at 813-974-9310. 

ART was developed by Connecticut-based therapist 
Laney Rozenzweig and is based on eye movement 
desensitization and reprocessing, or EMDR, which 
incorporates eye movements with counseling. 

Unlike that therapy, ART requires patients to focus on a 
specific traumatic event and basically rewrite its script, 
mentally picturing a different outcome while quickly moving 
their eyes. 

Former Army Sgt. Alex Cook, a combat photographer 
who served in Iraq and Afghanistan, found out about ART 
when he sought treatment for depression. 

He was unsure about the therapy because he didn’t want 
someone to “mess with his memories,” but he said three 
sessions made him feel better. 

“I still remember what happened, but I’ve changed how I 
feel about it,” he said. 
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Before ART, he couldn’t talk about his experiences, he 
said. Now he has shared and even blogged about the treatment 
recently at www.offthebase.wordpress.com. 

“Anyone who thinks they might gain something from 
therapy, I’d recommend this to,” he said. 
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18. 6 At Great Lakes Face Hazing Allegations 
Commander pledges ‘complete accountability' 
(NAVY TIMES 20 AUG 12) ... Mark D. Faram 

Six recruit division commanders face disciplinary action 
after an alleged hazing incident involving excessive physical 
training at Recruit Training Command Great Lakes, Ill. 

One chief petty officer, four first class petty officers and 
one second class petty officer were charged Aug. 8 and 
notified their cases would be heard in an Article 32 hearing, 
though no date has been set. 

The incident took place June 28 inside one of the recruit 
barracks, sources close to the investigation told Navy Times. 

Two recruit divisions — 167 recruits — were allegedly 
crammed into one living area, where they were forced to drink 
lots of water and perform excessive physical training without 
bathroom breaks. 

Ten Sailors allegedly vomited or urinated themselves, the 
sources said. The recruits weren't allowed to clean up, and 
were forced to continue PT. 

The remedial physical training was allegedly given to 
motivate recruits after a poor performance. "This action does 
not represent Recruit Training Command and does not 
represent our core values," said Rear Adm. David Steindl, who 
commands Naval Service Training Command. RTC is part of 
his command, along with all officer accession programs, 
except for the Naval Academy. 

"There will be complete accountability for this," he said. 
"And though we believe this is an isolated incident, we've also 
put in place some policy changes to ensure this doesn't happen 
again." 

Command leadership became aware of the hazing June 
29, when a recruit went to medical for an undisclosed reason 
and reported what had happened. 

Steindl said remedial physical training, referred to at boot 
camp as "instructional training exercise," is authorized under 
certain circumstances as a "tool for RDCs to motivate recruits, 
build unity or correct poor performance." 

The alleged hazing went "outside the guidelines" of 
what's authorized, Steindl said. 

RDCs carry cards that outline callisthenic exercises they 
can mete out in ITE and how often they can do it. 

For example, there are 11 exercises authorized for ITE, 
including jumping jacks, pushups and situps, with maximum 
reps and durations. 

Recruits can't be required to perform more than two ITE 
periods in a single day. 

It's unclear exactly what forms of PT recruits were forced 
to perform June 28, or for how long. 

Once the recruit's complaint was pushed up the chain, 
reaction was swift, Steindl said. 

"That very same day, we removed those six RDCs from 
the training environment," he said. 

Next came an investigation that involved interviewing all 
167 recruits, he said. 

"At the end of that investigation, we made a decision that 
this was hazing," Steindl said. 

The RDCs face charges including cruelty and 
maltreatment, assault, obstructing justice, making false official 
statements and failure to obey a lawful order. 

Steindl ordered a deep dive into command records to 
confirm this was an isolated incident. He also ordered recruit 
surveys to see whether any others had experienced similar 
incidents. No other reports of hazing turned up in the past five 
years, Steindl said. 

New Policies 
As a result of this hazing investigation, Steidl has 

implemented a few ITE policy changes and clarifications: 
Before ITE can begin, an RDC must request permission 

from his leading chief or officer in writing. Once approved, 
that request must be posted for all to see on the wall of the 
recruit compartment; while the ITE is going on, the 
compartment door must remain open. 

Meanwhile, announcements are made over the 
loudspeaker that ITE has begun and ended. 

The ITE start and stop time also should be entered into 
the deck log maintained by recruit barracks, which are referred 
to as "ships." 

"This increases the oversight," Steindl said. 
There are also new rules regarding where recruits can 

perform ITE. It must occur in larger, open areas. Smaller 
rooms, such as showers and closets, are forbidden, Steindl 
said. 

Finally, only one division can perform ITE at a time. The 
June 28 incident had two divisions in, one compartment, 
creating a space issue, Steindl said. 
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19. Navy Expert Accused Of Using Detainee To Check Corpses 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 10 AUG 12) ... Mike Hixenbaugh 

Two insurgent fighters were dead, and a third had been 
taken into the custody of Iraqi security officers. After a 
showdown in the Iraqi desert some three years ago, Virginia 
Beach-based Navy bomb-disposal experts were called to the 
scene to probe the bodies for explosives. 

Exactly what happened next - and why - is unclear. The 
dust-up ended with Iraqi soldiers gunning down the third 
insurgent after he managed to get his hands on a firearm. 

Military prosecutors say Navy Senior Chief Petty Officer 
Harvey C. Fisher is responsible. 

The decorated war veteran was in a military courtroom at 
Norfolk Naval Station on Friday, charged with dereliction of 
duty and reckless conduct "of a nature to bring discredit upon 
the armed forces." 

The charging documents allege that Fisher "willfully 
caused the use of an Iraqi detainee to perform dangerous 
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labor." They also allege that Fisher suggested and permitted 
the detained insurgent to move the bodies to search them for 
bombs; and that Fisher suggested and permitted the detainee 
be allowed "into an area where there were weapons available 
for him to use." 

Defense attorneys dispute that. They say Fisher, a 29-
year-old explosive ordnance disposal specialist based at Joint 
Expeditionary Base Little Creek, had no responsibility for 
what happened May 4, 2009, near Forward Operating Base 
Hammer in Iraq. 

Fisher did not enter a plea at Friday's arraignment. He 
asked to be tried by a jury that includes fellow enlisted Sailors. 
A court-martial is scheduled to begin Sept. 7. 

Fisher was a petty officer 1st class assigned to Explosive 
Ordnance Mobile Unit 6 at the time of the incident. He still 
works with the unit and has not been assigned to 
administrative duties as a result of the charges. 

The court documents include few details about the day in 
question, and Marine Capt. Keaton Harrell, the lead 
prosecutor, declined to comment. 

Fisher's civilian attorney, Greg McCormack, elaborated 
on the incident after the hearing. 

McCormack said the third insurgent was in the custody of 
Iraqi military officers. For some reason, he said, the detainee 
was allowed to go down into a gully where the bodies lay, and 
there he picked up a firearm. The Iraqi soldiers shot him dead. 

"The question is: How and why did he get down there?" 
McCormack said. "Our position is that my client did not 
conduct any misconduct." 

Fisher wasn't responsible for the detainee, said 
McCormack, who filed a motion asking the government to 
track down two Iraqi army eyewitnesses to confirm Fisher's 
story. 

Cmdr. Colleen Glaser-Allen, the judge, told prosecutors 
to take up McCormack's request with the Iraqi government but 
cautioned him against counting on the officers' testimony. 
Even if officials are able to locate the Iraqi officers, Glaser-
Allen said, the court can't compel them to testify. 

McCormack anticipates calling numerous character 
witnesses during the trial, he said, many of them from within 
the close-knit community of explosive ordnance disposal 
specialists. 

Considered one of the most dangerous jobs during the 
wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, EODs are trained to find and 
dismantle bombs before they go off. Fisher is well-respected 
in the EOD community, McCormack said. 

Fisher appeared in court in dress whites, wearing a 
Bronze Star he received in 2008 for his work clearing bombs 
in Iraq. He joined the Navy in July 2001 and has been 
promoted twice since the 2009 incident. 

The arraignment was scheduled earlier this year but was 
delayed to allow Fisher to participate in a "career-enhancing 
operation," according to the judge. 

Return to Index 
 

20. Sub Commander Relieved Of Duty After Woman Alleges He Faked Death To End Affair 
(NEW LONDON DAY 12 AUG 12) ... Karen Florin and Jennifer McDermott 

Navy Cmdr. Michael P. Ward II, who has been accused of 
having an affair with a 23-year-old Chesapeake, Va., woman 
and faking his death as a means of ending it, has been relieved 
of his duties as the commanding officer of the USS Pittsburgh, 
just one week after he was put in command. 

The woman said she met Ward, 43, on a dating website in 
October. She said Ward, who is married with children, told her 
her he was separated and that he worked in "special ops." She 
said he got her pregnant then, in an effort to end the 
relationship, faked his death in an email communication in 
July. 

The woman talked to The Day under the condition that 
her name would not be used. Reached by telephone Sunday 
afternoon, Ward, who lives in Gales Ferry, declined to 
comment. 

According to a press release from the Navy, Capt. Vernon 
Parks, commander of Submarine Development Squadron 12, 
relieved Ward on Friday "due to lack of confidence in Ward's 
ability to command based upon allegations of personal 
misconduct on the part of Ward." 

"Our Navy has a very clear and unambiguous standard 
regarding the character of our commanding officers, spelled 
out in the Charge of Command. I reviewed this Charge with 
Cmdr. Ward before he assumed command. He understood the 
Navy's high standards for command leadership and he failed 
to uphold them," Parks said. 

Cmdr. Michael Savageaux has taken command of the 
USS Pittsburgh. He was the commanding officer before Ward 
assumed command on Aug. 3. Ward has been reassigned to 

administrative duties on the staff of Commander, Submarine 
Group Two. 

Lt. Cmdr. Jennifer Cragg of Submarine Group Two said 
the Navy would not be releasing details of the investigation 
until it is complete. 

The Virginia woman, who works in the banking industry, 
asked not to be identified because she does not want to 
jeopardize her career. 

"I don't want revenge here," the woman said in a 
telephone interview Sunday. "I want everyone to know the 
truth about Michael. He does not need to be commanding a 
submarine. He's a deceitful man." 

The woman said she has been in contact with the Naval 
Criminal Investigative Service and with the master chief of the 
USS Pittsburgh. She provided The Day with copies of text 
messages and emails from Ward. 

"I want you, but I don't know how to make this all 
perfect," one of the texts says. Another says, "I love you and I 
always will." 

The woman said Ward sent her emails using the name 
Tony Moore, explaining that he had to use the name because 
of his position in the special forces. She said Ward told her his 
real name after they met. 

On July 6, she received an email from his address 
purporting to be from a man named Bob who worked with 
Ward. 

"He asked me to contact you if this ever happened," the 
email says. "I am extremely sorry to tell you that he is gone. 
We tried everything we could to save him. I cannot say more. 
I am sorry it has to be this way." 
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The email goes on to say, "He loved you very much," and 
that Bob had something Ward had wanted to give to her. 

The woman said that on July 9, she drove with her family 
members to Ward's house in Burke, Va., to pay her respects 
and learned from the new owner that Ward was alive and had 
moved to Connecticut to take command of a submarine. 

She said she became ill, was hospitalized, and learned she 
was pregnant. She said she has since lost the baby. 

Ward, a Buffalo, N.Y., native, joined the Navy in 1987. 
He had served on the Joint Chiefs of Staff at the Pentagon. He 
said, upon taking command of the USS Pittsburgh last week, 
that it was the culmination of a lifelong dream. 

The USS Pittsburgh, a Los Angeles-class attack 
submarine that was commissioned in 1985, returned to Groton 
in June following a six-month deployment that included stops 
in Bahrain, the United Arab Emirates and Spain. 
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AAVVIIAATTIIOONN  //  DDRROONNEESS::  
21. Drones Need Secure Datalinks To Survive Vs. Iran, China 
(AOL DEFENSE 10 AUG 12) ... Sydney J. Freedberg Jr. 

LAS VEGAS--Drones rule the skies over Afghanistan. 
But the next war may be a different story. "We're fighting 
cavemen that aren't shooting back," said Lt. Col. Kevin 
Murray. "That's not where we're going." 

An enemy more high-tech than the Taliban -- which 
doesn't take much -- could jam or hack the datalinks used to 
control American drones, or just plain shoot them down. Last 
year, Iran reportedly brought down a RQ-170 spy drone with a 
cyber attack. To survive in unfriendly skies, Murray said, 
unmanned aircraft must be "joint, common, interoperable, and 
survivable -- and we are none of those things right now." 

Murray's a Marine Corps fighter pilot who now 
commands Marine UAV Squadron 1 (VMU-1). But at this 
week's conference of the Association for Unmanned Vehicle 
Systems International (AUVSI) in Las Vegas, where Murray 
spoke on Thursday, it was clear that his concerns about drones 
are shared, albeit in more diplomatic language, at the highest 
levels across the services. 

"Through most of the last decade," said Vice Admiral 
William Burke, the Deputy Chief of Naval Operations for 
Warfare Systems, "they [drones] have been able to operate in 
a permissive environment, neither congested nor contested. [In 
the future], frequently the environment will be physically and 
electronically contested." 

"It is a huge challenge," Burke told the audience Thursday 
at AUVSI. "Fortunately, this sounds more like an engineering 
challenge than an impossible task" -- but, he added, "I don't 
know how close we are." 

Maj. Gen. James Poss, the Air Force staff's head of 
intelligence, surveillance, and reconnaissance, raised the same 
point in a panel discussion the previous day -- but in much less 
urgent terms. "We do recognize the need to operate in denied 
areas," he said. "We think that we're going to have a need to 
have this capability certainly available by the early to maybe 
mid-twenties, [and] we are watching with great interest what 
our brothers and sisters in the Navy are doing with their 
program." 

The two services are coordinating more than ever before 
under the controversial concept for penetrating high-tech 
defense networks known as "AirSea Battle," Vice Adm. Burke 
agreed: "The work we've done on AirSea Battle has brought us 
much closer together." 

In terms of programs, though, the two services are taking 
very different paths. With manned aircraft, the Air Force took 
the lead on stealth, starting with the F-117 stealth fighter in the 
eighties, followed by the B-2 bomber and F-22, while the 
Navy trusted in its non-stealthy Super Hornet augmented by 

anti-radar jamming. With stealth for combat drones, it's the 
other way around. 

The Navy is on the cutting edge with its X-47B UCAS 
(Unmanned Combat Air System), now in tests at Patuxent 
River, Maryland. Admittedly, the UCAS is only a 
"demonstrator" -- a kind of proto-prototype -- to work out the 
technology of operating unmanned jets off aircraft carriers. 
But the Navy plans to start work soon on an actual operational 
stealth drone called UCLASS (Unmanned Carrier-Launched 
Surveillance and Strike), which is set to enter service, perhaps 
optimistically, in 2019-2020. 

Meanwhile, the Air Force has no stealth strike-drone 
program -- at least outside the "black" world of classified 
programs, which is where the F-117 program hid for years, so 
it is possible the Air Force has a stealth ace up its sleeve. In 
this week's public forum, Maj. Gen. Poss just spoke vaguely 
of the service's interest in a "next-gen RPA" (remotely piloted 
aircraft), sometimes called MQ-X. The service has also 
pondered making its next-generation long-range bomber 
"optionally manned," that is able to fly either with or without a 
pilot. In the nearer term, Poss suggested, if you took the 
electronic countermeasures now standard on F-16 fighters and 
put them on a drone, "even our current generation of RPAs, 
they're surprisingly survivable in denied territory." 

"Even the Navy itself is struggling on the best way to 
execute" missions in high-threat airspace, Maj. Gen. Poss said. 
"Is it best to go low-observable [i.e. stealthy]?" he asked. Or, 
he went on, instead of investing heavily in stealthy platforms 
you expect to get back, "do you swarm" with large numbers of 
cheap, expendable, "attritable assets"? Is the right solution to 
secure communications against sophisticated jamming and 
hacking, so the remote operators can retain control even deep 
in hostile airspace? Or is it wiser to expect the enemy to 
disrupt the datalinks somewhat and make the drones smart 
enough to operate on their own? "Can you really teach these 
aircraft to be fully autonomous?" Poss asked. "This is an area 
where we're generally open to suggestion from our industry 
partners." 

Vice Adm. Burke was less meditative and more forceful, 
strongly skeptical about autonomy and emphatic about the 
need for secure datalinks. Better "machine-learning 
algorithms" are important, he told the audience of drone 
makers and researchers, but "artificial intelligence has been 
about ten years away for the last 25 years, so get on that, will 
ya?" His favored solution was clear: "We must develop a 
robust communications suite to operate in the A2/AD [anti-
access/aerial denial] environment," he said flatly. "It must be 
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jam-resistant," yet have ample bandwidth for the drone to 
transmit back the data it collects. 

Right now, though, said Lt. Col. Murray, the Marine 
drone commander, most drones don't even have Link-16, the 
NATO standard for datalinks first established in the 1990s. In 
the benign airspace over Afghanistan, Marine operators can 
control their Shadow drones just fine, he said, but they must 
rely on voice communications over radio to talk to troops on 
the ground. (Text chat is sometimes an option, but only with 
static command posts, not troops on the move). "The biggest 
number-one issue is we can't talk to the people we need to... 
digitally," Murray said. "[There are] no encrypted datalinks." 

When Marines did implement Link-16 on some of their 
drones in theater, Murray said, the improvement was 
"amazing." Just being able to get onto the Link-16 network 
used by manned aircraft allowed them to see much more 
clearly what else was in the airspace and prevent at least ten 
"mishaps." 

So, said Murray, "we put a JUONS [Joint Urgent 
Operational Needs Statement] forward in theater to try to 
equip every Predator, every Reaper, every Shadow, every 
Eagle, every everything with Link-16." Getting that done in 
today's tight budget environment may be tough -- and it will 
still be only the first step towards drones that can take on 
enemies tougher than the Taliban. 
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22. IG Says F-35 Cost Can’t Be Tamed 
Stealth jet project is out of reach for any president 
(WASHINGTON TIMES 12 AUG 12) ... Guy Taylor 

The F-35 Joint Strike Fighter is the white whale of the 
Defense Department — a stealth jet designed to work for all 
branches of the armed forces — but at a total cost of $1.5 
trillion, it’s also a program that analysts say is an epic 
boondoggle that neither President Obama nor his GOP 
challenger, Mitt Romney, has a realistic plan to get under 
control. 

What’s worse is that the F-35 is just the tip of the iceberg 
in what many describe as a sea of waste and mismanagement 
surrounding the weapons acquisition system at the Pentagon. 
Even the department’s inspector general says it simply cannot 
be audited. 

“I’ve been involved in this since the ‘60s and I’ve never 
seen it so badly managed as it was up until very recently,” said 
Larry Korb, a senior fellow at the Center for American 
Progress who served as an assistant secretary of defense under 
President Reagan. 

“The cost overruns are unprecedented,” he said, 
explaining that the problem stems from a failure of several 
successive administrations to appoint a deputy secretary of 
defense with the kind of hard-core business sense needed to 
root out nepotism and tighten the screws on profligate 
spending. 

Both Mr. Romney and Mr. Obama talk tough about 
getting a handle on Pentagon waste, but if the F-35 is any 
indication, they will have a tough time following through. 

In January, Mr. Romney was working a phone bank at his 
headquarters in New Hampshire and talked with one potential 
voter about the F-35, according to a report in Politico. 

“I was a little disappointed to see the president pull back 
on the F-35 program,” Mr. Romney said. 

His campaign now dismisses questions about what Mr. 
Romney intended by that remark and said he would tackle cost 
issues with the F-35 the same way he would go after other 
Pentagon waste — by holding officials accountable for poorly 
managed projects. 

“Basically, you need to establish clear lines of 
accountability. There are too many people who are responsible 
for these programs, and the problem is that nobody’s 
responsible,” said Jim Talent, a former senator from Missouri 
who has served on the House and Senate Armed Services 
committees and is now a special adviser to the Romney 
campaign. 

The lack of accountability, Mr. Talent said, creates a kind 
of fog around particular acquisition programs, which allows 
officials to request excessive changes to the requirements that 
companies are trying to meet for particular projects. 

“More requirement creep and less accountability produces 
acquisition programs that cost too much and take too much 
time.” 

The Obama administration is all too aware of those 
problems when it comes to the F-35. 

As defense secretary, Robert M. Gates attempted to 
address them in 2010 by firing the program manager, Brig. 
Gen. David Heinz. Mr. Obama fought with Congress to end 
production of an alternate engine and, thanks to a veto threat 
and a change in the makeup of Congress, ultimately zeroed out 
funding. 

The administration also began trimming the number of F-
35s that the Pentagon initially planned to buy from Lockheed 
Martin Corp. — a move that the Romney campaign criticizes 
as shortsighted. 

“If you cut the number you’re going to buy, then you have 
to spread the upfront costs across a smaller number of final 
product,” Mr. Talent said. 

“Figure out how many you need and then try and buy in 
volume, then oversee it through a clear chain of command 
with a few people you’re definitely going to hold accountable 
and you’ll get, over time, acquisition reform, and that’s 
basically what the governor plans to do,” he said. “That’s 
classic management, really.” 

Others defend Mr. Obama’s efforts to bring reform to the 
process, pointing to the moves of Mr. Gates and more recently 
Leon E. Panetta, who took over as defense secretary last year 
and promptly set into motion what many hope will be the first 
full audit of the Pentagon’s books. 

Under pressure from Congress, Mr. Panetta has called for 
the Defense Department to meet constitutional requirements 
for the audit by 2014, three years ahead of an initial promise 
of 2017. 

Winslow T. Wheeler, who worked on national security 
issues for 31 years for members of the Senate before joining 
the Center for Defense Information as an analyst, said that 
approach is not much different nor more effective than Mr. 
Romney‘s. 

“Both of them are nowhere on this,” Mr. Wheeler said. 
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He said one of Mr. Romney’s top advisers is Dov 
Zakheim, who was comptroller under Defense Secretary 
Donald H. Rumsfeld and “did nothing — I repeat, nothing — 
to address the serious and fundamental problem of an 
unauditable Pentagon.” 

The Romney campaign has not responded to requests for 
an interview with Mr. Zakheim. 

As for the Obama administration, “even if they achieve 
their objectives for this audit plan,” said Mr. Wheeler, “they 
have a long ways to go for the Pentagon to comply with the 
constitutional requirement of making a statement of expenses, 
of where the money went.” 

Franklin C. “Chuck” Spinney, a retired Pentagon analyst 
who won fame during the 1980s for penning a report on 
reckless defense spending, said the problem has been years in 
the making. 

“Clinton squandered a once-in-a-generation opportunity 
to clean up after the Cold War ended,” said Mr. Spinney. 
“Together with [George W.] Bush, they approved the 
Pentagon’s agenda of defense programs that made the current 
mess inevitable. 

“Obama bought into it as well and made it even worse, as 
would Romney, if he gets the opportunity.” 

Mr. Obama is more open to overall spending cuts within 
the department, while Mr. Romney wants to spend more now, 
which advisers say will pay off in the long run with a more 
stable world economy. 

Neither gets the balance just right, said David Johnson, 
executive director of the Center for Advanced Defense 
Studies. He noted that Mr. Obama is pursuing tough cuts, but 
“they’re not necessarily targeted in the right places.” 

Mr. Romney’s talk of “peace through strength is not a 
strategy,” he said. “It basically says we desire to continue to 
lead the world.” 

Mr. Korb agreed and said Mr. Romney’s vision for an 
expanded Navy — the candidate often says that the fleet is 
“smaller than it’s been since 1917” — is emblematic. 

“Actually, it’s bigger than it was in 2005,” said Mr. Korb. 
“And its bigger than the next 11 navies in the world combined, 
including the Chinese. 

“And you have to ask yourself, are today’s aircraft 
carriers technically equivalent to all those old battleships we 
had in World War I?” 
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23. Osprey More Accident-Prone: Marines 
(KYODO NEWS 11 AUG 12) 

WASHINGTON — A comparative analysis has shown 
MV-22 Osprey aircraft to be deployed to Okinawa later this 
year have been involved in more accidents among nine planes 
operated by the U.S. Marine Corps. 

The U.S. military categorizes aircraft accidents into three 
groups: Class A cases involve fatalities or more than $2 
million worth of damages, Class B accidents cause injuries 
resulting in long-term disabilities or damages of between 
$500,000 and $2 million, while Class C accidents result in 
minor injuries or less than $500,000 in damages. 

According to data compiled by the marines, nine Class B 
accidents were reported between October 2001 and July 2012 

for all nine aircraft, with an average frequency of 2.07 
incidents per 100,000 hours of flying time. The rate for tilt-
rotor MV-22s, however, came to 2.85 — some 38 percent 
higher than the overall average. Meanwhile, an average of 
10.46 Class C accidents were found to have involved Ospreys 
during the same period, a 1.3-fold spike compared to overall 
rate of 4.58. 

Four MV-22 Class A accidents also were reported, a 
frequency of 1.93 cases. This was lower than the 2.45 average 
for the nine. 
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EENNEERRGGYY::  
24. Navy Studies Potential Of Fuel Cells To Run Unmanned Vehicles 
(ZD NET 13 AUG 12) ... Heather Clancy 

The U.S. Navy has signed a $3.8 million contract with 
FuelCell Energy, one of the leading developers in this slice of 
the energy storage space. 

The research and development effort covered under the 
agreement will test applications for a Hybrid Solid Oxide Fuel 
Cell battery system that can run undermanned, undersea 
vehicles on missions of up to 70 days, according to the 
information released by FuelCell. That's about 1,800 kilowatt-
hours of electricity. 

The sorts of vessels supported by the battery system are 
ones that are submerged and then left to their own devices, 
providing intelligence and information about the underwater 
area they are monitoring. Sort of a big underwater spy camera. 
(The official name for this class is Large Displacement 
Unmanned Underwater Vehicle.) 

FuelCell's technology was picked for the project because 
it minimzes the use of both stored fuel and oxygen that needs 
to be stored within the confines of these vehicles. 

There are several other teams that will be working with 
the company on the project, including Versa Power Systems 
(which is related company), the Energy Systems Division of 
the NASA Lyndon B. Johnson Space Center, Yardney 
Technical Products, Naval Underwater Warfare Center and the 
Pacific Northwest National Laboratory. 

The first phase of the project will be 18 months long. 
Diverse Potential For Fuel Cells 
The Navy project is yet another example of how fuel cells 

and other advanced energy storage technologies might be at 
least part of the answer when it comes to develop clean energy 
sources. 

There are also plenty of pilot projects under way to study 
how energy storage might help back up intermittent renewable 
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energy technologies, such as solar or wind generators. One 
example is the test of how lithium-ion batteries might 
supplement solar in a development near Sacramento, Calif. 

A growing number of businesses, notably Whole Foods, 
are using fuel cells to help provide a source of backup power -
- grocery stores are usually one of the first places restored 
during community power outages but many companies are 
seeking an even higher degree of potential grid independence. 

The fuel cell industry overall has been experiencing 
sporadic growth over the past 12 months, according to a new 
analysis by Pike Research, a division of Navigant Energy. 

In 2011, unit shipments broke 20,000 for the first time, 
but certain sectors experienced growing pains. For example, 

Pike points out that shipments of portable fuel cells fell 16 
percent and a number of companies exited the market. The 
other two major application areas are for transporation and as 
stationary power sources. 

If all goes well, the industry could reach $15.7 billion by 
2017, Pike predicts. 

Last year, Pike published a report naming UTC Power as 
the market leader for "strategy" and "execution," although 
another FuelCell Energy earned the highest overall marks. 

Another leading fuel cell maker is Bloom Energy, which 
counts Owens Corning, Urban Outfitters, AT&T, Google, 
eBay, Walmart and Coca-Cola among its customers. 
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CCOONNGGRREESSSS  //  BBUUDDGGEETT::  
25. Workers Fret About Job Security As Threat Of Sequestration Looms 
(WASHINGTON POST 13 AUG 12) ... Steve Vogel and Timothy R. Smith 

Lawyer Lynnette Rodgers faced a choice last year as she 
weighed job offers, one from the Social Security 
Administration and a second from the Cuyahoga County 
government in Ohio, where she lived. 

The county job would keep her close to home, while 
moving to the Washington area would have her paying about 
twice as much for housing. But Rodgers took the federal job, 
she said, because she thought she could make a difference in 
the lives of more people. 

Now, with the threat of sequestration hanging over the 
federal government, she is worried about whether she made 
the right choice. 

During a two-year job search, Rodgers wiped out her 
savings to support herself. A layoff or unemployment could 
devastate her finances. “I don’t have enough reserve built up 
to take a furlough right now,” Rodgers said. “I gave away all 
of my furniture to get down here.” 

Her worries are shared by workers in many corners of the 
federal government, where concern is simmering over the 
automatic cuts that will be implemented by law in the event 
that Congress does not act. 

“I think they’re concerned but not panicking,” said Beth 
Moten, director of legislative and political affairs for the 
American Federation of Government Employees, the largest 
union representing federal workers. 

Moten said that most federal employees as well as the 
union believe that despite hyper-partisan exchanges in 
Washington, the political parties will come to some agreement 
to defuse the crisis before the Jan. 2 deadline. 

The Obama administration, locked in a political game of 
chicken with congressional Republicans, has issued few 
details about how sequestration would be implemented, 
instead insisting that Congress resolve the standoff. 

“We’re not getting a lot of information from the agencies 
about what would happen,” Moten said. 

A July 31 memo to the heads of federal department and 
agencies from Jeffrey Zients, acting director of the Office of 
Management and Budget, said that the amount of money that 
would be cut from agencies cannot be calculated until the 
fiscal 2013 budget is approved. 

“In the meantime, agencies should continue normal 
spending and operations since more than 5 months remain for 
Congress to act,” Zients wrote. 

The “Sequestration Transparency Act,” signed Aug. 7 by 
the president, requires the administration to submit, within 30 
days of enactment, a detailed report on the effect the action 
would have on the federal government, including reductions at 
the program, project and activity level. 

Sequestration would require cuts of more than $100 
billion next year, an amount that could translate to 10 percent 
of defense spending and 8 percent of non-defense 
discretionary spending. 

A few areas have been listed as safe. Pay for uniformed 
military personnel would not be cut as part of sequestration, 
the OMB has said. But despite White House assurances this 
spring that all programs administered by the Department of 
Veterans Affairs would be protected from sequestration, VA 
Secretary Eric K. Shinseki said last month that the 
department’s administrative costs are not exempt. 

Deputy Defense Secretary Ashton B. Carter told the 
House Armed Services Committee recently that the Pentagon 
probably would release temporary employees and impose a 
partial hiring freeze or unpaid furloughs if sequestration is 
imposed. 

A critical factor in determining how sequestration would 
play out will be whether the administration allows the cuts to 
be imposed blindly across all federal activities or whether 
more exemptions will be established. 

“That is a real question,” said Max Stier, president and 
executive director of the nonprofit Partnership for Public 
Service. “Will they go with an across-the-board haircut or 
protect higher-priority programs?” 

A July 25 report prepared by the Senate Appropriations 
Committee majority staff for Sen. Tom Harkin (D-Iowa) 
warned that sequestration “would have destructive impacts on 
the whole array of Federal activities,” among them education, 
job training, medical research, child care, worker safety, food 
safety, national parks, border security and air travel. 

Stier said uncertainty over sequestration has already 
harmed the effectiveness of federal workers. 

“It presents a real dilemma to the federal workforce in 
terms of doing their planning, with people wondering: Will 
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they have a job? Will they have the same colleagues?” he said. 
“Uncertainty is not a good thing in the workplace.” 

“If the end goal is to reduce the cost of government, we’re 
choosing a bad way to do it,” Stier said. “The process itself is 
hurting good government.” 

Former Virginia governor Timothy M. Kaine, the state’s 
Democratic nominee for U.S. Senate, told a political forum in 
Arlington County this month that “feds feel like they’re being 
attacked” on sequestration. 

Barbara Jackson, a 43-year employee of the Social 
Security Administration, said the situation is more alarming 
than during the 1995 government shutdown. “Back then, I 
wasn’t as worried about a furlough because the economy was 

better,” said Jackson, who attended the forum along with her 
colleague Lynnette Rodgers. “Now, in essence, we have the 
biggest recession since the Great Depression.” 

Jackson said she is most concerned about younger federal 
workers, many of whom “are saddled with student loans.” 

Betty Coll, an employee at the Federal Deposit Insurance 
Corp. and a former chapter president of the National Treasury 
Employees Union, expressed unhappiness with the criticism 
that federal employees receive from legislators. 

“Federal employees need friends on Capitol Hill,” she 
said, adding that the rhetoric “drowns out the good work 
federal employees do.” 
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26. A Play In Four Acts: How Will Budget Cuts Go? 
(DEFENSE NEWS 12 AUG 12) ... Kate Brannen 

On Aug. 2, the Budget Control Act of 2011 marked its 
one-year anniversary, a date few in Washington celebrated. 

While passage of the law allowed the White House to 
raise the debt ceiling and avert financial catastrophe, the 
legislation set up the next self-made crisis, which most people 
expect to go unresolved until after the Nov. 6 elections. 

“This is a four-act play,” said retired Marine Corps Lt. 
Gen. Emerson “Emo” Gardner, senior defense adviser at the 
Potomac Research Group. “The Budget Control Act was 
actually the end of the first act,” which included the heated 
debate over the debt ceiling and the nearly successful debt 
deal between House Speaker John Boehner, R-Ohio, and 
President Obama. 

Gordon Adams, who oversaw national security budgets at 
the Office of Management and Budget under President 
Clinton, said theater is an excellent metaphor for what’s been 
going on over the last year. “It is very much like a play, 
because it is very much all theater,” he said. 

For him, the first act was devoted to the congressional 
deficit-cutting committee, and the second act, which is 
ongoing, is all about the presidential election. The play 
concludes in December, when the lame duck session of 
Congress confronts a host of financial problems that need 
solving, Adams said. 

As the play lurches toward its final act, several defense 
experts said one of the main outcomes of the Budget Control 
Act is that long-term, strategic issues that need attention have 
been pushed to the side. 

“The Budget Control Act has short-circuited strategic 
thinking,” said Byron Callan, a senior defense analyst at 
Capital Alpha Partners, a Washington investment firm. “There 
is no discussion of what happens beyond 2013.” 

Plus, an opportunity cost is associated with the endless 
hand-wringing over sequestration, a process by which deep 
automatic spending cuts to DoD and domestic spending 
programs will kick in Jan. 2 if Congress doesn’t stop them. 

For example, over the last few months, multiple hearings 
have been held on the effects of sequestration. Washington 
think tanks hold frequent panel discussions on the topic, and 
the Senate and House of Representatives have spent precious 
time in session debating and passing legislation that would 
require the White House to provide more information on how 
the cuts would be implemented. 

“Without question, it is both a serious distraction and has 
spawned a cottage industry,” said Arnold Punaro, a retired 
Marine major general, former Senate Armed Services 
Committee staffer and current member of the Pentagon’s 
Defense Business Board. “It has diverted attention in both the 
executive and legislative branches from oversight and 
execution to full-time efforts to ward off this doomsday 
event.” 

In the defense community, it has sidelined some of the 
strategic decisions that need to be made about how to live 
within tighter budget constraints, experts said. 

“The debate inside the beltway has only been about the 
top line, and there has been little substantive debate about the 
components of the top line,” Gardner said. 

Military Effects 
In an interview, Rep. Adam Smith, D-Wash., ranking 

member of the House Armed Services Committee, said, “We 
have got to figure out how to have an honest discussion about 
cutting spending that is not in the abstract. Everyone is in 
favor for cutting federal spending in the abstract, but that’s not 
how we cut.” 

This phenomenon played out this spring, when many of 
the Pentagon’s proposed budget reductions for 2013 — from 
increased health insurance fees to Air Force cuts to the Air 
National Guard — were rejected outright by Congress. 

The Pentagon says it made difficult decisions so it could 
meet the initial spending caps in the Budget Control Act. 
Congress’ rejection of these early cuts makes it even more 
difficult for the Pentagon to come up with possible reductions 
in its next budget, Gardner said. 

While most of Washington is intensely focused on how 
the budget battle will play out for 2013, officials inside the 
Pentagon are crafting its plan for 2014. The military services 
are expected to submit their budget proposals to DoD’s Cost 
Assessment and Program Evaluation Office this week for 
independent review. 

“When you truly don’t know what will happen to your 
program — large or small — and you truly don’t know if you 
will be ‘furloughed’ and you don’t know if you will have 
funds to support your requirements, you erode what is one of 
the Pentagon’s exceptional abilities, which is their five-year 
planning, programming, budgeting and execution process,” 
Punaro said. 
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In keeping with the theater metaphor, the Pentagon, as a 
member of the audience, is being forced to respond to the play 
before it knows how it’s going to end. And it promises to be 
an explosive finale. 

There is a term in theater, “upping the stakes,” and that is 
going on now, Adams said. “It makes for much better theater 
if the stakes are made as high as possible.” 
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27. Analysts: Pentagon Could Save $100 Billion By Changing Business Practices 
(NATIONAL DEFENSE 10 AUG 12) ... Sandra I. Erwin 

Only one issue is on the minds of defense leaders and 
industry executives these days: Looming budget cuts. But 
widespread panic over the coming spending reductions — 
known as sequestration — could be turned into an opportunity 
to tackle the obvious fat in the Pentagon’s budget, analysts 
suggest. 

Based on interviews with 80 defense industry executives, 
a team of researchers concluded that 25 percent of the cost of 
what the Pentagon buys is attributed to “transaction” expenses. 
These include administrative and legal costs, expenses 
associated with negotiating contracts, monitoring purchases, 
making changes to documents and resolving disputes. 

“Some transaction costs are necessary, but others can be 
lowered or eliminated,” says a study titled, "Cutting Fat 
without Cutting Substance,” which was published in the 
Contract Management industry journal in May. 

The Defense Department buys more than $400 billion 
annually in goods and services from the top 100 suppliers. 
That is $100 billion a year spent on transaction costs alone. 

Studies that identify potential savings from procurement 
reforms are a dime a dozen in Washington, to be sure. Just in 
the past year, the House Armed Services Committee, the 
Lexington Institute and others have released their own 
estimates of the price of Pentagon red tape. In testimony to the 
HASC last month, EADS North America CEO Sean O’Keefe 
said the cost of doing business with the government can add 
more than 20 percent to the price of goods. “The current 
regulatory load stunts competition and increases the cost of 
doing business,” O’Keefe said. 

An industry executive who did not want to be quoted by 
name said the current budget crisis means the Pentagon can no 
longer afford to sweep these studies under the carpet. Even if 
acquisition transaction costs were conservatively estimated at 
10 percent, that could amount to $40 billion in savings. “The 
sequestration catastrophe could be averted by cleaning up 
acquisition inefficiency alone,” he said. “It is crazy to be 
talking about cutting meat when so much low-hanging fruit 
exists.” 

One of the authors of the “Cutting Fat” study, T. Russell 
Crook, said many of the Pentagon’s transaction costs could be 
eliminated rather easily if there were sufficient motivation for 
people to embrace change. “Inertia is a problem,” he said in an 
interview. 

Crook, an associate professor of management at the 
College of Business Administration at The University of 
Tennessee, worked on the study under the auspices of the 
National Defense Business Institute, a Pentagon-funded 

organization within UT led by David Patterson, a former 
Defense Department official. 

The 25 percent transaction cost estimate was based on 
insights provide by industry executives, said Crook. They 
cited four main cost drivers: Vague requirements, inflexible 
processes for modifying requirements, unnecessary reporting 
and compliance requirements and adversarial buyer-supplier 
relationships. 

The executives’ recommendations on how to bring down 
those costs will sound familiar to most people in the 
government procurement business: 

• Use “relational” contracting, where buyers and 
suppliers make long-term commitments that bolster 
trust and cooperation, rather than treating each 
contract as a one-time event. 

• Where appropriate, monitor suppliers’ outcomes 
rather than their behavior. “The buyer focuses on 
‘what’ and allows the supplier to decide ‘how,’” said 
Crook. 

• Use “best value” they way it is done in the private 
sector, instead of just focusing on cost or speed. 

• Retain knowledgeable workers who work with 
suppliers. “Turnover has the potential to create major 
performance problems within buyer- supplier 
relationships,” Crook said. 

Crook recognized that it would be unrealistic to expect 
huge savings from these proposed reforms, given the 
Pentagons' track record. 

Budget experts in recent years have cast doubts on 
projected "efficiencies" that defense officials promise but 
never materialize. 

“Efficiencies historically have yielded only a small 
fraction of the projected savings,” Andrew Krepinevich, 
president of the Center for Strategic and Budgetary 
Assessments, told reporters. CSBA budget analyst Todd 
Harrison has said he tends to be suspicious of business 
reforms that promise big savings. 

Retired Army Col. Nathaniel H. Sledge Jr., a former 
acquisition program manager, questioned whether any reforms 
could overcome the endemic inefficiency that is built into the 
defense procurement. 

"There’s no real catalyst to force change," he wrote in a 
recent article in National Defense Magazine, unless the 
defense budget is cut deeply. 

Return to Index 
 

  



 

26 
 

28. Is The Debate Over Defense Cuts Getting 'Hysterical'? 
(NEWPORT NEWS DAILY PRESS 11 AUG 12) ... Hugh Lessig 

Chances are, the latest story or speech about the prospect 
of deep cuts in U.S. military spending has contained two 
things: The term "sequestration" and a very large number. 

Well, maybe three things: a prediction along the lines of 
what Sen. Lindsey Graham, R-S.C., recently told an audience 
in Norfolk. 

If the cuts happen, he warned, "you're going to have 
economic devastation that will follow you for decades." 

The angst has been driven by job-loss figures that spell 
bad news for Hampton Roads, where 45 percent of the 
economy is tied to military or defense-related businesses. 

But one noted analyst wonders if mammoth job-loss 
projections — based on economic models and driven by 
assumptions that might not pan out — are helping the debate 
or hurting it. 

"We've got to stop being hysterical and get serious — 
that's where I am," said Peter W. Singer, director of the 21st 
Century Defense Initiative at The Brookings Institution. 

His comments were echoed this week by a senior 
Republican on the House Armed Services Committee. Rep. 
Roscoe Bartlett, R-Md., told Politico that while sequestration 
would be hurtful, hurling around superlatives isn't getting both 
sides to the table. 

"We need to stop dramatizing the thing," he said. 
It Will Be Bad, But... 
A recent study commissioned by an aerospace industry 

trade group estimated that defense cuts would eliminate more 
than 1 million jobs nationwide by 2013 alone. Virginia's share 
would be 136,191 defense jobs – about 207,000 total when 
you counted cuts on the non-defense side. 

The study has been widely quoted in news accounts, in 
warnings from elected officials like Graham, and in politicians 
who have used the figure in ads. All warn against the prospect 
of sequestration, would cut $1.2 trillion from defense and non-
defense spending over the next decade. The process was 
triggered because a bipartisan congressional panel failed last 
year to strike a deal on deficit and debt reduction. 

Singer isn't defending the idea of sequestration. He thinks 
it's a terrible idea. Nor is he saying that Virginians should be 
complacent about the issue. A defense-heavy state has a lot at 
stake. 

If Congress fails to act and sequestration happens, 
"Virginia would be hammered," he said. 

But with so many moving parts and variables, he said it 
does little good to toss around specific job-loss figures that are 
based on broad assumptions. 

In a recent article for Brookings, he took aim at the study 
prepared for the Aerospace Industries Association by Stephen 
Fuller, an economist with George Mason University. It 
predicted 1.09 million job losses in defense nationwide and 
included the state-by-state breakdown listing the 136,191 
figure for Virginia. 

When the study came out, Fuller took pains to point out 
that his numbers weren't exact. The state figures were based 
on each state's dependence on federal funding and – lacking 
direction from Washington – it assumed the cuts would fall 
proportionally. 

"It's a sign of vulnerability," Fuller told the Daily Press at 
the time. "The actual numbers could change a lot." 

But that didn't stop the headlines — nor did it dissuade 
politicians from plugging the numbers as if they were spot-on 
predictions. 

"Extreme Prediction" 
Singer sees problems with the numbers, both nationally 

and in Virginia. A recent report by Deloitte found that the 
defense and aerospace industry sustains about 3.53 million 
jobs – people who are directly employed by the industry and 
those whose jobs are sustained by defense businesses. 

A job loss of 1.09 million would wipe out a third of that 
number by next year, which Singer called "an extreme 
prediction, to say the least." 

Second, Singer looks at a prediction from defense giant 
Lockheed Martin that it may have to furlough as many as 
10,000 workers if sequestration hits. Lockheed did the most 
defense business last year with $17 billion in contracts. The 
next highest contractor did $9 billion in business. 

Beneath these two are many medium and smaller 
companies. If the largest is losing 10,000 jobs, and businesses 
below it are smaller by orders of magnitude, it is difficult to 
reach a projected 1.09 million jobs, he said. 

Finally, assuming that cuts will fall proportionally is one 
method to devise state-by-state job cuts – except that there's 
no telling if the ax will fall that way. 

"That's a way to approach it," Singer said, "but in the real 
world, things don't work out that way." 

Virginia will be slammed if the military comes down hard 
on submarine construction and shipbuilding. If they take aim 
at the F-35 strike fighter, the states of Texas, California and 
Connecticut would take the hardest hit. 

A Clearer View 
What would a "good" analysis look like? 
In Singer's view, it would stress the uncertainty. It would 

lay out multiple scenarios. 
"Then you talk about – here are the key drivers, the 

assumptions that have the most impact on where the cuts 
might fall," he said. 

A more accurate picture of what the cuts could mean may 
be on the way. 

President Obama has signed the Sequestration 
Transparency Act, which gives him 30 days to spell out details 
of just how painful the cuts will be. It earned the president a 
backhanded compliment from Rep. Harold "Buck" McKenna, 
chairman of the House Armed Services Committee, who said 
the president will now be forced to do what military leaders 
have been trying to do for some time – face the consequences 
of the cuts. 

Obama's report will likely provide some clarity, Singer 
said, but it remains to be seen how much. 

"It will answer some of those variables," he said. "But 
will it say, we will give OSD (the Office of the Secretary of 
Defense) leeway in determining the cuts?" 

In the Politico story, Bartlett cited recent national polls 
that show Americans favor cutting defense in greater amounts 
than sequestration would allow. 

"We need to stop with all the superlatives about the thing 
and be rational about it and involve the American people on 
it," Bartlett said. "It's their country. It's their kids that will have 
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to fight the next war. They have a right to be involved, don't they?" 
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BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
29. Navy Set To Dock In Chicago 
Bicentennial of War of 1812 brings warships, Sailors to city for first time since 1999 
(CHICAGO TRIBUNE 12 AUG 12) ... Mitch Smith 

Navy warships, on their first scheduled cruise in the Great 
Lakes since 1999, will pull in along Chicago's lakefront 
Tuesday as Sailors celebrate Navy Week and the 200th 
anniversary of the War of 1812. 

The ships will be on display at Navy Pier, part of a 
weeklong celebration in which Chicagoans can tour boats and 
meet Sailors. A Navy frigate and patrol coastal ship, a Coast 
Guard cutter and two Royal Canadian Navy vessels will be on 
hand. 

Also, the annual Air and Water Show will be held this 
weekend. 

With North Chicago's Naval Station Great Lakes serving 
as the branch's only boot camp, the metro area is better 
acquainted with the Navy than most Midwestern cities. But 
military officials say this week — in which Navy divers 
plunge into the water at Shedd Aquarium and Sailors do 
volunteer work — offers the public a rare chance to interact 
with members of the Navy. 

"We've been a nation at war for the last 12 years," said 
Rear Adm. Gregory M. Nosal. "Everybody knows the Army is 
at war. Everyone knows about the Marine Corps. No one 
knows about the Navy because we've been forward deployed 
for the last 12 years." 

Navy frigates used to cruise the Great Lakes each 
summer. But budget and security concerns put that program 
on hold after 1999, a Navy spokesman said, and 9/11 created 
different priorities. 

Nosal, who commands the Navy's Carrier Strike Group 
Two, said the bicentennial of the War of 1812 is a logical time 
to bring warships back to the Midwest. That war, fought in 
part on the Great Lakes, helped establish free sea trade and 
shape the role of the modern Navy. The War of 1812 also led 

to the treaty in which the U.S. and Canada agreed to 
demilitarize the Great Lakes. 

Beyond the history, Nosal hopes Chicagoans and Sailors 
connect on a more personal level next week. 

"To be able to walk in your own country," Nosal said, 
"and wear your uniform and to have local American citizens 
come up and say, 'thank you for your service,' there's no better 
feeling." 

View Navy Week's Scheduled Events 
Broadcast Clip - Chicago Navy Week 
(WLS ABC CHICAGO 12 AUG 12) 
CHICAGO -- On Saturday, August 18, and Sunday, 

August 19, 2012, it's time again for the popular annual Air and 
Water Show in Chicago. 

ABC7 is a media sponsor, and it's certainly a great event 
that attracts millions of people. This year's headliners include 
the U.S. Navy's Blue Angels, who will perform jaw-dropping 
stunts. 

But you don't have to wait until the show to meet a Sailor. 
Navy Week starts on Monday, August 13! It commemorates 
the Bicentennial of the War of 1812. Lt. Cmdr. Michael 
Kerley, Navy City Outreach Officer here in Chicago, visited 
our ABC7 studio to tell us what you can experience during 
Navy Week. 

View Clip 
Broadcast Clip - VADM Cullom Talks About Chicago 

Navy Week 
(YOUTUBE 12 AUG 12) U.S. Navy 
Vice Adm. Philip Cullom, in Chicago for Navy Week, 

talks about why the Navy is important. 
View Clip (RT: 1:20) 
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30. Milwaukee Air & Water Show Celebrates Military During Navy Week 
(WITI FOX MILWAUKEE 10 AUG 12) ... Bret Buganski 

MILWAUKEE — The 2012 Air and Water Show 
continues Sunday, August 12th as part of Navy Week. 
Milwaukee is one of 15 cities that celebrates the military 
during Navy Week — also commemorating the 200th 
anniversary of the War of 1812. 

“We know there’s no city in the country that can pack 
more into a summer weekend than Milwaukee, but I think 
we’ve even exceeded our own standards,” VISIT Milwaukee’s 
Paul UpChurch said. 

“Milwaukee has always shown support for our veterans, 
and strong support for our Navy,” Real Admiral Gregory 
Nosal said. 

“If you look at our history there’s been five ships named 
the USS Milwaukee. There’s been two ships named the USS 
Wisconsin,” Admiral Nosal said. 

Another Navy Week event honoring military veterans was 
held at Miller Park Saturday evening — with the world 
premiere of the Honor Flight Stars and Stripes Documentary 
— a film documenting World War II veterans’ trips to 
Washington, D.C. to view the World War II Memorial. 

The Water Show runs from 9:00 to 10:30 a.m. Sunday, 
with the Air Show running from 11:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Both 
events take place along Milwaukee’s Lakefront. 

View Clip (RT: 2:03) 
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31. Navy Week Is Coming To Cleveland 
(WDOK CBS RADIO CLEVELAND 12 AUG 12) ... Jim McIntyre 

The War of 1812 was the first declared war in the history 
of the United States of America, and it established the U. S 
Navy as a force to be reckoned with. The Navy is 
commemorating the bicentennial of the war with Navy Week 
in Cleveland, August 27 through September 4. 

I talked to Rear Admiral Bruce Estes Grooms, Assistant 
Deputy Commander of Naval Operations about Navy week, 
the War of 1812, the battle of Lake Erie, and the future of the 
U. S. Navy. 

Grooms is a graduate of Maple Heights High School. He 
served as commanding officer of the submarine USS 
Asheville.  Before that, as Executive Officer of the USS 
Pasadena, he was deployed twice to the Persian Gulf. 

Navy Week in Cleveland will feature the frigate USS De 
Wert, the patrol ship USS Hurricane, 4 U. S. Coast Guard ice 
cutters, 3 Canadian ships, and the tall ship Brig Niagra. It is a 
replica of the ship used by Commodore Oliver Hazard Perry to 

defeat the British navy during the battle of Lake Erie at Put-in-
Bay in 1813. 

View Clip (RT: 13:00) 
Ohio To Host Navy Week Events In Toledo, Cleveland 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 11 AUG 12) 
CLEVELAND — The Navy is headed to Ohio's Lake 

Erie waterfront later this month to mark the 200th anniversary 
of the War of 1812. 

Sailors will mark Navy Week celebrations beginning 
Aug. 20 in Toledo and Aug. 27 in Cleveland. The two cities 
are among 15 nationwide hosting Navy Week events this year. 

All 15 Navy Week celebrations are commemorating the 
bicentennial of the War of 1812. The Battle of Lake Erie 
fought off Sandusky will be a key highlight of the Toledo and 
Cleveland Navy Week events. 

Navy Week activities include warship parades, ship tours 
and community relations projects. 
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32. Navy Wharf Project Receives Key Environmental Approval 
(KITSAP (WA) SUN 10 AUG 12) ... Ed Friedrich 

The Navy is nearing construction of a second explosives 
handling wharf at Naval Base Kitsap-Bangor after receiving a 
key approval Friday from the state Department of Ecology. 

Ecology issued a water quality certification, which among 
other things approves the Navy's proposal to contribute more 
than $6.9 million toward environmental mitigation. 

The Navy's final hurdle is to obtain an Army Corps of 
Engineers permit. It's expected to arrive by the end of the 
month, with construction to begin in early September, 
spokeswoman Leslie Yuenger said. 

The certification outlines conditions the Navy must meet 
to protect water quality and other natural resources as it builds 
and operates the $715 million wharf, where ballistic missiles 
will be loaded and unloaded from Trident submarines. It 
includes requirements to: protect and monitor water quality 
during construction; avoid harm to eelgrass beds during 
construction; provide ongoing eelgrass bed monitoring to 
detect unanticipated impacts; and prevent harm to water 
quality from facility operations. 

The project will cover 6.3 acres of water and tidelands. To 
offset environmental damage, Ecology will require the Navy 

to purchase $6.9 million in credits through the Hood Canal 
Coordinating Council's in-lieu program, a new initiative 
approved last month by Ecology and the Corps. 

The in-lieu program allows a developer — the Navy — to 
pay a flat fee to local governments, tribes or nonprofit 
organizations — Hood Canal Coordinating Council — to 
administer habitat-restoration projects. 

The council is in the middle of selecting habitat sites to 
improve, said Richard Brocksmith, its director for Habitat 
Programs. The process will probably continue for three or four 
months. The selections must be authorized by Ecology and the 
Corps. 

"We really think there's a lot of opportunities, a lot of 
good things we can do, and we intend to make the most of it," 
Brocksmith said. 

In mid-July, the Navy said it agreed to pay nearly $9 
million for fish and shellfish enhancement projects to 
compensate Indian tribes for damages from the wharf's 
construction and operation. 
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33. Legislators Step In On Military Noise 
Help from Congress is sought after aircraft at the Kaneohe base draw complaints 
(HONOLULU STAR-ADVERTISER 12 AUG 12) ... William Cole 

Resident complaints about noise from close-flying 
military planes and helicopters using the Kaneohe Marine base 
are being raised with federal lawmakers at a time when 53,000 
flight operations annually are expected to soar to nearly 
79,000 in coming years. 

Four state legislators — Rep. Pono Chong, Rep. Cynthia 
Thielen, Rep. Ken Ito and Sen. Jill Tokuda — sent a letter last 
week to Hawaii’s congressional delegation asking that they 
conduct a public meeting over the aircraft noise. 

“Our constituents have expressed concerns about noise 
from military aircraft flights, particularly noise that can be 
heard from schools, businesses and private residences,” the 

letter says. “Such noise is not solely caused by operations at 
the Marine Corps Base Hawaii-Kaneohe Bay. Aircraft from 
other branches of the military also use (the base).” 

Ever since the Navy acquired 464 acres on Mokapu 
Peninsula in 1939 for a PBY Catalina seaplane base, aircraft 
have been flying overhead. 

In the ongoing evolution of the air station, the latest 
concerns are over Marine Corps, Army and perhaps Navy 
helicopters overflying Aikahi Park houses — rattling jalousie 
windows as they go — before landing near the base’s 
helicopter hangars. 
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Another sore spot: Air Force C-17 Globemaster cargo 
carriers practice touch-and-go landings, with flight routes 
taking the big jets near the Kaneohe Bay shoreline and, some 
residents say, over land and homes, drowning out televisions. 

P-3 Orion propeller planes also stray too far and too low 
over Kaneohe Bay and Enchanted Lake neighborhoods, some 
say. 

And that’s before 18 P-8A Poseidon jets, up to 24 MV22 
tilt-rotor Ospreys and the majority of 27 AH-1 Cobra and UH-
1 Huey helicopters arrive, along with 900 aviation personnel 
associated with the Ospreys and choppers. 

Thielen said she’s received a “significant” number of 
recent complaints about aircraft noise and low overflights — 
probably fewer than 100 — “but there’s an email chain going 
out with people contacting each other and describing what has 
been going on.” 

“A number of these people that have contacted me are 
retired military, and they and I are in strong support of the 
military, but we feel that there can be a better action taken to 
protect the residential community while still letting the 
military practice,” she said. 

Bob Vericker, a 30-year resident of Aikahi Park, said 
military helicopters wouldn’t have to alter their flying routes 
much to appease residents. 

“All of the people that I’ve talked to in Aikahi Park, many 
of which are military, are completely supportive of the 
military, and we don’t want to do anything that adversely 
affects their training,” he said. 

If the flight route for helicopters were changed so that 
they flew north of Nuupia Ponds bordering the base, rather 
than south and near civilian homes, it would keep the aircraft 
out to sea and away from Aikahi Park, Vericker said. 

“I don’t want to silence the sounds of freedom — 
everybody calls them the sounds of freedom, and they are — 
but I want them moved north. In other words, move them 
closer to the ocean,” Vericker said. 

Not all the parties are in sync as to where the helicopters 
are flying. 

In a July 24 letter to Thielen, Marine Corps Base Hawaii 
commander Col. Brian Annichiarico said the helicopter flight 
path was modified so aircraft use the path suggested by 
Vericker. 

Vericker said he’s seen inconsistent Marine Corps efforts 
made in reducing the aircraft noise, and while Annichiarico, 
who took command in November, has been successful in 
reducing some of the racket, it’s “the loudest it’s been in the 
last couple of years in the 30 years that we’ve lived here.” 

Thielen also noted Annichiarico’s involvement, saying he 
is making “every effort” to keep aircraft away from residential 
areas. 

Marine Corps Base Hawaii said in an email that the 
departure route takes rotary wing aircraft on the base side of 
the center line of Nuupia Ponds at altitudes of 600 to 800 feet 
above the ground. 

Officials said helicopters heading east from the base are 
unable to go around the peninsula, around Ulupau Crater and 
out to sea, due to the location of the live-fire range at Ulupau. 
A departure around the peninsula also would increase flight 
time to training areas and waste fuel, the Marines said. 

Asked about P-3 Orions and C-17 cargo jets flying low 
over homes, the base said all aircraft fly in accordance with 
Federal Aviation Administration rules. For congested areas, 
the FAA says fixed-wing aircraft must be at least 1,000 feet 
above the highest obstacle within a 2,000-foot horizontal 
radius. 

“In addition to the FAA rules, (the base) has developed 
more restrictive course rules that keep the flight path of fixed-
wing aviation over water as they approach the runway,” the 
Corps said in the statement. “Occasionally the aircraft may not 
be able to maintain their course over water and overfly land 
but do so in accordance with FAA regulations and safety of 
flight.” 

The Marine Corps air station was selected by the Navy for 
18 P-8A Poseidon sub-hunting aircraft as a replacement for 
the aging P-3 Orion propellor aircraft, but the Navy reportedly 
is trying to shift the Hawaii jets to Whidbey Island in 
Washington state in a cost-saving move. 

Four Huey and five Cobra helicopters were flown during 
recent Rim of the Pacific exercises, and the nine aircraft 
remained at Kaneohe Bay as the first of the anticipated 27 
helicopters, officials said. 

Ospreys are expected to start arriving as early as 2014, 
with all of the aircraft expected to be in Hawaii by 2018, the 
Corps said. 

The Corps said it has attempted to get Ospreys to Hawaii 
so residents could see — and hear — the aircraft, which are 
expected to have a flight pattern looping around Kaneohe Bay 
similar to that used by C-17s and P-3s. 

A request was submitted to have an Osprey demonstration 
for both the 2010 and upcoming 2012 air shows at Marine 
Corps Base Hawaii. 

“However, due to availability, cost and logistics this 
request could not be accommodated,” the base said. 
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SSEEXXUUAALL  AASSSSAAUULLTT::  
34. YouTube Series Focuses On Military Sex Assault 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 12 AUG 12) ... Julie Watson 

SAN DIEGO — The enormous obstacles and emotional 
torment that a female service member confronts in reporting a 
sexual assault in the military are the focus of the three-part 
Web series “Lauren” debuting Monday on YouTube’s new 
channel WIGS, which focuses on drama for women. 

Featuring “Flashdance” star Jennifer Beals and Troian 
Bellisario, “Lauren” gives a close-up look at the challenges 
women service members face in trying to find justice after 

being raped. It’s a problem that military leaders have given 
unprecedented attention to this year. 

The Defense Department has estimated that 86 percent of 
sexual assaults go unreported, an indication that some women 
are worried about the effect reporting an assault may have on 
their career and that they mistrust the military prosecution 
system. Nearly 3,200 sexual assaults were reported in the 
military last year. 
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Military leaders say sexual assault is not only 
dehumanizing to the victims but threatens operational 
readiness. The Pentagon has set up hotlines and has been 
trying to encourage service members to help victims. High-
ranking Navy leaders have likened their campaign to the 
crusade years ago to stop rampant drug abuse, although 
activists say sweeping institutional changes are needed for 
victims to find justice. 

Directed by Lesli Linka Glatter, “Lauren” sets out to 
show viewers how unfair and unsympathetic the military can 
be toward the abuse of female service members. At the same 
time, it depicts the turmoil of many of the victims — who 
have a deep love and respect for the military but often feel 
betrayed after coming forward. 

The series opens with an Army commanding officer — 
Maj. Jo Stone, played by Beals — scrutinizing a report made 
by a sergeant named Lauren about being raped by three fellow 
soldiers. Stone asks the young soldier if she ever considered a 
career as a fiction writer and then asks how many drinks she 
had the night of the “incident.” She provides an ominous 
warning if she pursues her accusations. 

“Even if the men are deemed guilty, they’re likely to 
suffer a reprimand or a slight pay cut, nothing more,” Stone 
tells the soldier. “But WHAT will happen to you may expose 
you to repercussions for your entire career.” 

After Monday’s debut, the second and third episodes in 
the series will be available Wednesday and Friday. 

Beals told The Associated Press her character’s words 
may at first seem hurtful and harsh but later viewers realize 
it’s more complex for the commanding officer, who herself 
has had to fight her way up through the ranks. 

“Even though she seems so hard, there is one little flicker 
of humanity,” Beals said, adding later: “You have to get to the 
end [of the series] before you realize what the real story is.” 

Bellisario said in an interview that she was drawn to the 
script because even though her father, “NCIS” and “JAG” 
producer Donald P. Bellisario, served in the Marine Corps, she 
was not aware of the institutional barriers in today’s military 

that deter many female service members from reporting sexual 
assaults. 

“The biggest problem when you’re overseas and you’re 
serving, is all you have is the guy or girl next to you and your 
commanding officer,” Bellisario said. “If your commanding 
officer does not want to do it [report the rape], then you have 
nowhere else to go.” 

More than a dozen U.S. veterans who say they were raped 
or assaulted by comrades filed a class-action suit in federal 
court last year attempting to force the Pentagon to change how 
it handles such cases. The current and former service members 
— 15 women and two men — described circumstances in 
which they say service members got away with rape and other 
sexual abuse while their victims were ordered to continue to 
serve with them. In several cases, the aggressors continued to 
call them names and taunt them. 

Bellisario hopes the series will help push efforts to 
prevent sexual assault and prosecute it to the full degree. 

“My hope is people will see that this is not slandering this 
great institution but rather holding it up to a high standard and 
asking it to recognize there is an issue and that it should be 
addressed,” she said. “It’s not anti-military at all.” 

Former Marine Capt. Anuradha Bhagwati is executive 
director of the Service Women’s Action Network, which 
advocates for such policy changes. She was allowed to 
preview the series and says it gives a realistic picture of what 
thousands of female service members face, especially its 
depiction of the retaliation and name calling victims often 
suffer. 

According to Bhagwati’s organization, the Defense 
Department’s own statistics show that fewer than one in five 
of these cases are even referred for court-martial. She says part 
of the problem is unit commanders are the judge and jury in 
these types of cases and there needs to be an impartial party 
involved. Too often, she adds, perpetrators are given 
nonjudicial punishments. 

“One of the key things that the series brings up,” 
Bhagwati said, “is this idea that you often don’t get a fair shot 
within the military judicial system.” 
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WWEEEEKK  IINN  RREEVVIIEEWW::  
35. Week In Review Aug. 04, 2012 – Aug. 10, 2012 
(YOUTUBE 10 AUG 12) ... U.S. Navy 

Welcome to this week's U.S. Navy multimedia production 
featuring selected images from around the fleet received 
during the week of Aug. 04, 2012 – Aug. 10, 2012. 

The images represent the work of the many naval 
photographers deployed worldwide and submitted to Navy 
Visual News Service. For access to more than 100,000 high 
resolution photos visit: 
    http://www.navy.mil/view_photos_top.asp  and 
http://www.flickr.com/photos/usnavy/    .                                 

View U.S. Navy YouTube Channel 
View Pacific Partnership YouTube Channel 
View Clip (RT: 2:03) 
Broadcast Clip - 7 in :70 (Aug. 10, 2012) 
(YOUTUBE 10 AUG 12) U.S. Pacific Fleet 
A quick look at events and issues from the past week 

around Pacific Fleet making headlines at 
http://www.cpf.navy.mil. 

View Clip (RT: 1:10) 
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CCOOMMMMEENNTTAARRYY::  
36. A Good-Neighbor Policy For Peace In The South China Sea 
(BLOOMBERG VIEW 12 AUG 12) ... Editorial 

What do you call an ocean that sits atop more than 10 
billion barrels of recoverable oil and 100 trillion cubic feet of 
natural gas, provides transit for $5.3 trillion worth of 
shipborne trade every year, and is bordered by a half-dozen 
nations with competing maritime and territorial claims? If 
you’re a geographer, the South China Sea. 

If you’re a geostrategist, however, it’s a powder keg --and 
one that has been heating up dangerously over the past year. 
Defusing it peacefully will be a test not just of Chinese 
behavior, but also of the ability of China and the U.S. to 
accommodate each other’s legitimate interests and maintain 
the stability on which Asia’s economic dynamism depends. 

This month, China and the U.S. traded dueling statements 
over a buildup of regional tensions. China said that U.S. 
criticism of its decision to establish a military garrison 
covering disputed areas of the South China Sea was “a 
seriously wrong signal.” That followed a tense stare-down this 
spring and summer involving armed vessels of the Philippines, 
a U.S. treaty ally, and China over one of the hundreds of reefs, 
shoals and islands that dot the sea. 

Over the past three years, more than 20 incidents --
whether ship collisions, arrests of fishermen or the cutting of 
cables - - have taken place between Chinese vessels and those 
of Vietnam, the Philippines and other countries with claims to 
the sea’s riches. With increased prospecting and drilling for 
the area’s abundant oil and natural gas resources, the tension 
promises to intensify. 

China’s expansive and imprecise claims to most of the 
waters, islands and natural resources of the entire South China 
Sea -- which are echoed by Taiwan, the other “one China” -- 
rest on a mixture of hoary historical accounts and international 
law. The other claimants -- Brunei, Malaysia, the Philippines 
and Vietnam -- all base their cases on the United Nations 
Convention on the Law of the Sea, to which China is also a 
party. 

Although the Philippines has suggested putting its 
competing claims before an international tribunal as allowed 
for in the convention, China has refused to do so, insisting that 
any resolution should come through talks between the two 
nations. The U.S., which is pushing for a comprehensive 
regional solution, has not taken a position on sovereignty 
issues in the South China Sea, but opposes “the use or threat 
of force by any claimant” and has declared that “freedom of 

navigation, and unimpeded lawful commerce in the South 
China Sea” are “a national interest.” 

How To Move Ahead? 
One of the best things the U.S. could do would be to ratify 

the Law of the Sea, which safeguards U.S. interests in 
navigation and commerce and provides a strong multilateral 
framework for resolving such sovereignty disputes. Some 
Chinese have been quick to point out the hypocrisy of the U.S. 
invoking a treaty that it has so far failed to accept. Indeed, if 
Chairman Mao were alive today, he would doubtless want to 
shake the hands of the 34 Republican senators who said this 
summer that they will vote against it. In rejecting 
multilateralism, they are doing exactly what China wants. 

In 2002, China and the Association of Southeast Asian 
Nations agreed to devise a code of conduct in the South China 
Sea for peacefully addressing disagreements. Both sides need 
to take up that cause, which has seen little progress. In 
addition, the U.S. and China can build up their ability to avert 
a crisis by, for example, creating a hot line dedicated to 
managing maritime emergencies. They can also reduce 
tensions by promoting joint naval exercises in areas such as 
counterpiracy and disaster relief. 

This fall, the U.S. will elect a new president, and China 
will usher in a new slate of top leaders. In that supercharged 
political atmosphere, tough talk by either side will play to each 
side’s worst instincts. To keep things calm, China will need to 
temper its bluster over the South China Sea and its coercive 
economic diplomacy, and the U.S. will need to err on the side 
of even-handedness. While the State Department was right to 
issue its Aug. 3 statement deploring the rise of tensions, it 
aggravated the situation by needlessly singling out Chinese 
actions. In its standoff with China, for example, the 
Philippines sent a navy warship to detain Chinese fishermen --
an escalation that the Chinese have so far avoided by using 
maritime survey and patrol vessels, rather than the navy. 

The “rebalancing” of U.S. naval forces toward Asia is a 
welcome development. There is a danger, though, that it could 
end up precipitating the tensions and conflicts that it seeks to 
deter, especially if it emboldens countries such as Vietnam 
and the Philippines to overplay their hands. Secretary of State 
Hillary Clinton has so far deftly navigated the South China 
Sea. Let’s hope she remembers -- as the Chinese captain who 
just ran his frigate aground off the Philippines has learned -- 
that these are perilous waters. 
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37. Defense White Paper Eyes China 
(JAPAN TIMES 11 AUG 12) 

The 2012 white paper on defense, endorsed by the 
Cabinet on July 31, expressed concern over China's rapid 
defense buildup and muscle-flexing in the Pacific Ocean, 
noting that it has become common for Chinese naval vessels 
to enter the Pacific Ocean, and that China appears intent on 
improving its ability to deploy its naval forces in international 
waters. 

The report pointed out, for example, that a flotilla of 11 
Chinese naval ships, the largest grouping ever, passed between 
Okinawa Island and Miyako Island in June 2011, and that 

Chinese ships entered Japanese territorial waters near the 
Senkaku Islands in the East China Sea in August 2011 and 
March 2012. 

In view of this development, it is important to be vigilant 
over China's moves in the seas around Japan. But it must keep 
in mind that overreaction could worsen the security situation. 

On July 26, Prime Minister Yoshihiko Noda told the Diet 
that if a neighboring county commits an illegal act in Japanese 
territories and territorial waters, including the Senkaku 
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Islands, the government will firmly deal with it, including the 
use of the Self-Defense Forces. 

Mr. Noda lacks prudence and his statement can be taken 
as provocative. If Japan, together with the United States, takes 
a confrontational attitude toward China, it could increase 
tension in the region and thus destabilize the security situation. 
Japan and the U.S. should not slacken their preparedness, but 
political and defense leaders should be careful when talking 
about the security situation around Japan, especially China's 
moves. 

For the first time, the white paper pointed to crisis 
management-related problems deriving from the possibility 
that the relationship between the leadership of the Chinese 
Communist Party and the People's Liberation Army has 
become "more complicated" and that the PLA has become 

more assertive in expressing its views on issues related to state 
sovereignty and maritime interest. 

It also pointed out that China's disclosed defense outlays 
increased about 30-fold in the past 24 years and that they 
represent only a part of the real spending. It also said that 
China lacks transparency regarding its defense equipment, the 
direction of its military modernization and the breakdown of 
its defense budget. 

To maintain the trust of its neighbors, China must 
increase its transparency about its defense buildup. 

In addition, Japan and China should earnestly increase 
defense exchanges and strengthen mechanisms for ensuring 
maritime safety to prevent unexpected developments that 
could disrupt bilateral ties. To this end, continuous 
communication is extremely important. 
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38. Navy Prepares For A Conflict More Likely Than We Think 
The possibility of war in the Pacific appears less remote than it has for many years 
(THE AUSTRALIAN 11 AUG 12) ... Brendan Nicholson 

As concerns grow about increasing tensions in the South 
China Sea, the Royal Australian Navy has stepped up its 
training for major sea battles. 

What the navy calls “high-end war fighting” was a key 
focus during weeks of intensive international exercises off 
Hawaii that included 40 surface warships, six submarines, 
more than 200 aircraft and 25,000 personnel from 22 
countries. 

For the first time, Russian ships took part in the annual 
RIMPAC exercises, the world's biggest international maritime 
military “games.” These games are played in deadly earnest 
by men and women very well aware that they are preparing to 
fight a high-speed war that could be short and vicious. 

Former senior Defence official Hugh White warned in a 
new book this week that there was a “clear and significant 
danger” of a catastrophic conflict between China and the U.S. 

And Lowy Institute for International Policy executive 
director Michael Wesley also declared there was a rapidly 
growing threat of conflict involving China, its neighbours and 
the U.S. in the South China Sea. 

Wesley said defusing the complex resource disputes in the 
area should be the highest priority of the nations involved and 
Australia must step in to help defuse the situation. The officer 
commanding Australia's continent at RIMPAC, Commodore 
Stuart Mayer, tells Inquirer the navy has been very focused on 
humanitarian and other such missions in recent years and less 
training has been done for major naval battles. 

“We haven't been able to spend enough time developing 
those high-end war fighting skills because of the other roles 
we've been doing over the last decade or so,” Mayer says. “So 
the current chiefs of services are very focused on the need to 
regrow and refocus those skills.” 

The navy has to prepare for the full spectrum of conflict, 
Mayer says. “We don't want to ignore the high end, remote 
though the possibility is. If it happens, we need to be ready. 
We don't want to be there when we're asked to respond in 
seconds and not have practised that requirement.” 

Mayer says RIMPAC was very important to the navy 
because it allowed it to put its crews under the pump in the 
most complex environment. 

The first stage of the exercises was about building basic 
skills by practising with allied navies how, for instance, to 
deal with piracy and attacks on civilians ashore. Then they 
moved on to a “hot war” situation with warships in an 
“enemy” force running at 30 knots and hiding in among the 
Hawaiian islands using natural terrain or the weather, anything 
to confuse the picture. 

No matter how much technology there is, says Mayer, it is 
still all about individual commanders using intellect to defeat 
an adversary. 

“They are working with a complex picture and dealing 
with the air, the surface and the depths of the sea.” 

Commanders had seconds to react to the targets that 
appeared and to decide whether a ship was an enemy and 
whether it posed a threat. Drones that behaved like missiles 
were fired at the ships. “They pop up at a certain range and the 
guys have an amount of time to engage them. It's as real as it 
gets. 

“A slow missile will travel nine (nautical) miles in a 
minute. Faster missiles will travel three and four times faster 
than that. From the time you detect to the time you have to 
decide it's hostile and engage it can be 15 or 20 seconds. 

“Six or seven people have to have done their job exactly 
right to achieve the engagement and defend the ship. And we 
are asking them to do that in a group of five other ships from 
three other nations against multiple targets coming from 
different directions.” 

Young sailors had to make very complex decisions in 
seconds. “We put them to the test and we know they can 
succeed in a high-threat environment. 

“They need to be pushed in both their physical and mental 
skills so they learn to be professional sea warriors,” Mayer 
says. “None of it is easy. This is serious, complex professional 
business.” 

So, can our surface ships survive a modern naval battle? 
“Absolutely,” Mayer says. That is the constant argument 

about the sword and the shield. 
“At some point someone says no shield can defend 

against this sword and then someone else says this shield is 
impenetrable and you'll never be able to defeat it.” 
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As technology is developed to threaten ships, ships' 
defences are evolving, Mayer says. 

The air warfare destroyers being built for the navy are 
designed to control the air and the ocean from the surface 
down for 80 miles around it. 

If some of the warnings heard recently are on the money, 
the navy might eventually need all the skills it can get. 

The South China Sea, enclosed by the west coast of 
mainland Southeast Asia, Borneo and the Philippines 
archipelago, is rich in hydrocarbons and fish stocks, and is 
traversed by more than a third of global shipping. 

But its waters and seabed are subject to opposing 
territorial claims by China, Taiwan, Vietnam, Malaysia, 
Brunei and the Philippines. 

Lowy's Wesley argues that Australia is well placed to 
play a significant role in proposing and brokering a solution to 
defuse the tensions in the South China Sea. 

“While Australia has no direct interest in territorial 
disputes, it should be extremely concerned about the possible 
disruption of trade flows and the impact on the strategic 
balance in the Pacific,” Wesley says. 

He likens the South China Sea to a “geopolitical Bermuda 
triangle” which reverses expected alignments and suspends the 
normal rules of the game. 

“It pits Asia's two most significant communist countries, 
China and Vietnam, against each other, unites usually bitter 
enemies China and Taiwan, and is drawing the U.S. back to a 
partnership with Vietnam a generation after the fall of 
Saigon,” Wesley says. 

“There is a great deal at stake in the South China Sea. It is 
the flashpoint in the Pacific where conflict is most likely to 
break out through miscalculation.” 

The issues are escalating at two levels -- basic standoffs 
between the territorial claimants and an overarching strategic 
contest between Beijing, which wants to ensure it is not 
hemmed in by potentially hostile and pro-U.S. neighbours, and 
Washington, which wants to ensure its navy and merchant 
traffic continue to have free access to the region. 

And White argued in The China Choice: Why America 
Should Share Power, that the U.S. and China were sliding 
towards a dangerous rivalry by default. 

Now professor of strategic studies at the Australian 
National University and a Lowy visiting fellow, White says 
Washington and Beijing are already taking the first steps 
towards a situation where concerns about status and security 

could become so intense that they precluded co-operation in 
other areas and where the quest for political, strategic or 
military advantage could become the overriding priority. The 
longer this went on, the harder it would be for either nation to 
change course, White warns. 

“As America and China face off across the Pacific, the 
choice America makes will also have an enormous impact on 
Australia,” he says. 

By mid-century China's GDP could outstrip that of the 
U.S., and Beijing would not relinquish its claim to great power 
status even if that led to conflict. White says as China's 
economy grows to become the world's largest, the U.S. would 
have three choices. “It can compete, share power or concede 
leadership in Asia.” 

China does not even need to overtake the U.S. to pose a 
very serious challenge, he says. “Its economy is already larger, 
relative to America's, than the Soviet Union's ever was. That 
makes China, in the long run, more formidable than the 
Soviets were at the height of the Cold War.” 

White says the U.S. could resist China's challenge and try 
to preserve the status quo in Asia. It could step back from its 
dominant role in Asia, leaving China to attempt to establish 
hegemony. Or it could remain in Asia on a new basis, 
allowing China a larger role but also maintaining a strong 
presence of its own. 

“Most Americans assume that the first of these options is 
the only choice. Only a few take the second option seriously, 
although that could change. Most don't even consider the 
third,” White says. 

He believes any attempt by either Beijing or Washington 
to dominate would lead to sustained and bitter strategic 
rivalry, imposing huge economic costs and a real risk of 
catastrophic war. 

“Neither side could win, and both would stand to lose a 
great deal, but it could easily happen.” 

For China the third option would mean abandoning hopes 
to lead Asia and accepting a strong U.S. presence there 
indefinitely, says White. 

“For America it will mean accepting that its unique 
leadership role is no longer feasible, and learning to work with 
China as a partner in a way that America has never done with 
another country before and certainly not with one so different 
from it. 

“But this is the kind of choice America must now 
consider.” 
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39. How. When. Whether. Stopping Syria's War 
(WASHINGTON POST 12 AUG 12) ... Kenneth Pollack 

Middle East analyst Kenneth M. Pollack on the right ways 
to intervene in a civil war 

“The beginning of wisdom,” a Chinese saying goes, “is to 
call things by their right names.” And the right name for what 
is happening in Syria — and has been for more than a year — 
is an all-out civil war. 

Syria is Lebanon of the 1970s and '80s. It is Afghanistan, 
Congo or the Balkans of the 1990s. It is Iraq of 2005-2007. It 
is not an insurgency. It is not a rebellion. It is not Yemen. It is 
certainly not Egypt or Tunisia. 

It is important to accept this simple fact, because civil 
wars — especially ethno-sectarian civil wars such as the one 

burning in Syria — both reflect and unleash powerful forces 
that constrain what can be done about them. These forces can’t 
be turned off or ignored; they must be dealt with directly if 
there is to be any chance of ending the conflict. 

So, how do these kinds of wars end? Usually, in one of 
two ways: One side wins, typically in murderous fashion, or a 
third party intervenes with enough force to snuff out the 
fighting. Until Washington commits to either helping one side 
or leading an intervention in Syria, nothing else we do will 
make much difference. The history of civil wars — and of 
efforts to stop them — demonstrates what is likely to work 
and what is likely to fail. 
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At the top of the list of initiatives that rarely succeed in 
ending a civil war on their own is a negotiated settlement. The 
likelihood that this could work without force to impose or 
guarantee an accord is slight. It’s why Kofi Annan’s mission 
as the U.N.-Arab League envoy was always likely to fail and 
why, now that Annan has announced his resignation, the effort 
should be cast aside as a distraction. 

It’s also why the Obama administration’s fixation on 
Russia’s supposed leverage with the Syrian regime and the 
idea of a Yemen-style solution in which President Bashar al-
Assad steps down are equally misconceived. Assad is unlikely 
to step down, because — like Radovan Karadzic, Saddam 
Hussein, Moammar Gaddafi and many others before him — 
he believes that his adversaries will kill him and his family if 
he does. And he is probably right. 

Even if he did voluntarily leave office, his resignation or 
flight from Syria would probably be meaningless: The war is 
being led by Assad, but it is being waged by the country’s 
Alawite community and other minorities, who believe that 
they are fighting not just for their privileged place in Syrian 
society but for their lives. Were Assad to resign or flee, the 
most likely outcome would be for another Alawite leader to 
take his place and continue the fight. 

The insistence that “Assad’s days are numbered” is not 
only probably incorrect, it is largely irrelevant. Throughout the 
Lebanese civil war of 1975-1991, there was always a man 
sitting in the Baabda Palace calling himself the president. And 
he had a military force that reported to him called the 
Lebanese Armed Forces. In truth, he was nothing more than a 
Maronite Christian warlord, and the remnants of the Lebanese 
Armed Forces had become nothing but a Maronite militia, yet 
the names persisted. 

So Assad may not fall for some time, and he may 
continue to call himself the president of Syria. He may even 
be able to sit in an embattled Damascus, defended by a 
military formation still calling itself the Syrian Armed Forces. 
But that won’t make him anything more than the chief of a 
largely Alawite militia. 

The Dangers Of Picking Winners 
If the United States decides that it is in its interest to end 

the Syrian civil war, Washington could certainly decide to 
help one side win. 

In effect, we’ve already done so. Not only has the Obama 
administration demanded that the Assad regime relinquish 
power, but numerous media reports say that the United States 
is providing limited covert support to the Syrian opposition. 
According to these reports, the aid is nonlethal — helping to 
vet fighters, providing some planning guidance. 

What Washington has not done is give the opposition the 
kind of help that would allow it to prevail in short order. Right 
now, the standoff in Syria is about guns against numbers. The 
regime has a small pool of tanks, artillery, attack helicopters 
and other heavy weapons that allows it to beat back the 
opposition wherever such forces are committed. So whenever 
the opposition threatens something of great importance to 
Assad’s government — such as Damascus or Aleppo — the 
regime can stymie the attack. But the opposition’s numbers 
are growing, allowing it to take control of large swaths of 
territory that is of low priority to Assad. 

Over time, and especially if its supply of replacements 
and spare parts from Iran and Russia can be choked off, the 
government’s stockpile of heavy weapons will diminish, and 

as the war becomes a contest of light infantry on both sides, 
the numbers of the opposition should begin to tip the balance. 

The problem is that helping the opposition “win” might 
end up looking something like Afghanistan in 2001. 
Opposition forces may end up in control of most of the 
country, even Damascus, but the Alawites and their allies 
might be holed up in the mountains, continuing the fight. And 
as in Afghanistan, where the Northern Alliance held the 
Panjshir valley for years against the otherwise overwhelming 
force of the Taliban, so too might the Alawites be able to hold 
their mountainous homeland along Syria’s western coast for a 
long time. 

The parallels are plentiful. The Syrian opposition is badly 
fragmented, with divisions within and between the political 
groups and fighting forces. In Afghanistan, after the Soviet 
departure in 1989, a similar situation was a recipe for 
internecine warfare. Indeed, the various mujaheddin groups 
fell to fighting one another even before the Soviet puppet 
regime of President Najibullah fell —allowing the regime to 
survive until the Taliban crushed Najibullah and the 
mujaheddin alike. 

In Syria, the dominant force that might emerge from an 
opposition takeover could be the Syrian Muslim Brotherhood. 
The group, living for decades under persecution from the 
Shiite-dominated Syrian Baath Party, is a very different 
creature from the Brotherhood parties that have taken power in 
Egypt and Tunisia. It is an old, unreconstructed, hard-line, 
sectarian version — more like the Taliban. 

For all of these reasons, an opposition victory could mean 
trading one regime of persecution and slaughter for another. 
All of this needs to be factored into any U.S. discussion of 
whether to help the rebels prevail. 

If Washington does choose to intervene, however, there 
are ways to reduce these risks. First, America could start 
providing lethal assistance, particularly more advanced anti-
tank and anti-aircraft weapons to help kill off the regime’s 
heavy weapons faster and allow the opposition to prevail more 
quickly. 

Even more important, the United States and its NATO 
allies could begin to provide military training for Syrian 
fighters. More competent opposition forces could better meet 
and defeat government troops. Such training would also help 
diminish the factionalism among the armed groups and bring 
greater discipline to the opposition, including in a postwar 
environment. Indeed, the American program to organize and 
train a Croatian (and Bosnian Muslim) army in the mid-1990s 
was crucial both to military victory in the Bosnian civil war 
and to fostering stability after the fighting. 

Moreover, one of the best ways for the United States to 
influence a post-civilwar political process is to maximize its 
role in building the military that wins the war. 

Ending A War Vs. Building A Nation 
Historically, the only real alternative to ending a civil war 

by picking a winner is for an outside force to suppress the 
warring groups and then build a stable political process that 
keeps the war from resuming. The military piece of this — 
shutting down the fighting — is relatively easy, as long as the 
intervening nation is willing to bring enough force and use the 
right tactics. The hard part is having the patience to build a 
new, functional political system. The Syrians in Lebanon, 
NATO in Bosnia, the Australians in East Timor and the 
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Americans in Iraq demonstrate the possibilities and the 
pitfalls. 

This course is typically the only way to end the violence 
without the mass slaughter of the losing side. It also can 
prevent fragmentation and an outbreak of fighting among the 
victors. If done right, it can even pave the way toward real 
democracy (as the United States started to do in Iraq before its 
withdrawal last year), which results in greater stability in the 
long run. 

But it is not cheap, and it requires a long-term 
commitment of military force and political and economic 
assistance. The cost can be mitigated in a multilateral 
intervention such as in Bosnia and Kosovo, rather than a 
largely unilateral effort along the lines of the U.S. 
reconstructions of Iraq and Afghanistan. In the case of Syria, 
that means the United States isn’t the only nation that needs to 
sign on; Turkish, European and Arab support matter as well. 

Right now, there is absolutely no appetite in the United 
States for a Bosnia-style intervention in Syria. That is 
understandable. Unlike in Libya, the humanitarian disasters 
unfolding in Syria have not been enough to galvanize the 
United States to action. In addition, there is nothing 
intrinsically important there for U.S. vital interests. Syria does 
not have significant oil reserves, nor is it a major trading 
partner. It is not an ally and was never a democracy. If Syria 
were merely to self-immolate, it would be a tragedy for the 
Syrian people but extraneous to American interests. 

However, if Syria’s civil war spills over into the rest of 
the Middle East, U.S. interests would be threatened. Civil wars 
often spread — through the flow of refugees, the spread of 

terrorism, the radicalization of neighboring populations, and 
the intervention and opportunism of neighboring powers — 
and Syria has all the hallmarks of a particularly bad case. 

At its worst, spillover from a civil war in one country can 
cause a civil war in another or can metastasize into a regional 
war. Sectarian violence is already spreading from Syria; Iraq, 
Lebanon and Jordan are all fragile states susceptible to civil 
war, even without the risk of contagion. Turkey and Iran are 
mucking around in Syria, supporting different sides and 
demanding that others stop doing the same. Terrorism or 
increasing Iranian influence might pull even a reluctant Israel 
into the fray — just as terrorism and increasing Syrian 
dominance pulled Israel into the Lebanese civil war years ago. 

This is what we must watch for. Spillover may force 
Washington to contemplate real solutions to the Syrian 
conflict, rather than indulge in frivolous sideshows. If that day 
comes, our choice will almost certainly be between picking a 
winner and leading a multilateral intervention. 

Chances are we will start with the former, and if that fails 
to produce results, we will shift to the latter. That may seem 
far-fetched, but it is worth remembering that in 1991 there was 
virtually no one in the United States who supported an 
American-led multilateral intervention in Bosnia, and by 1995 
the United States, under a Democratic administration, was 
doing just that. 

Kenneth M. Pollack is a senior fellow at the Saban Center 
for Middle East Policy at the Brookings Institution. He is the 
author of "A Path Out of the Desert: A Grand Strategy for 
America in the Middle East." 
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40. Explain Manning Mess 
(NAVY TIMES 20 AUG 12) ... Editorial 

Nearly 3,000 Sailors were axed as part of last year's 
enlisted retention boards. They will all be out on the streets, 
civilians, by Sept. 1. 

These Sailors, some of whom narrowly lost out on big 
retirement payouts, were targeted in what leaders insist was a 
necessary action to fix overmanning problems. 

Now the Navy is struggling to fill a 10,000-Sailor 
manning gap in sea duty billets and offering $500 to $1,000 
monthly bonuses for Sailors willing to extend at sea. 

Here's the problem: Some of the ratings and paygrades 
eligible for bonuses are the same ones slashed by the ERBs. 
Navy provided data show more than 800 Sailors cut through 
the ERBs might have qualified for bonuses. 

This is fueling greater mistrust of leadership from many 
Sailors, who already believe the Navy was "breaking faith" by 
dumping Sailors short of retirement. Now, they wonder 
whether the entire thing was bungled and unnecessary. 

And it's not just Navy rank and file who are upset. 

Rep. Scott Rigell, R-Va., who represents Norfolk, has 
called out the Navy for offering up the bonuses at the same 
time it's making cuts. He wants to hear from the brass in the 
form of a congressional hearing. 

A spokeswoman for the chief of personnel acknowledged 
the ERBs probably affected sea duty billets. However, she said 
sea duty bonuses are just one solution to solving a larger 
manning problem — and they are not a direct response to ERB 
cuts. ERBs helped to balance the force, she said, and now 
these bonuses are "working to ensure our Sailors are in the 
best locations for the Navy.” 

Navy leadership is grappling with incredibly complex 
manning challenges, and some actions, on their face, may 
seem contradictory or unsupportable. That's when it's 
incumbent upon Navy leaders to fully explain the situation. 
From the get-go, they have failed to do that with the ERB 
process, turning it into a fiasco and morale suck. 

Return to Index 
 
 



 1

CHINFO NEWS CLIPS 
Thursday, December 13, 2012 

 
Further reproduction or distribution is subject to original copyright restrictions. 

To subscribe, go to http://www.chinfo.navy.mil/pages/clips.html.  

 
On This Day In The Navy: 
1775: Continental Congress provides for the construction of 5 ships of 32 guns, 5 ships of 28 guns, and 3 
ships of 24 guns. 
  
TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. After Rocket Launching, A Call For New Sanctions 
(NEW YORK TIMES 12 DEC 12) ... David E. Sanger and William J. Broad 

WASHINGTON — The United States and its Asian allies began an effort on Wednesday to impose additional sanctions on North 
Korea after its largely successful rocket launching, but this time Washington added a warning to China: Failure to rein in Kim Jong-
un, the North’s new leader, will result in an even greater American military presence in the Pacific.  

  
2. Syria Uses Scud Missiles In New Effort To Push Back Rebels 
(NEW YORK TIMES 12 DEC 12) ... Michael R. Gordon and Eric Schmitt 

WASHINGTON — President Bashar al-Assad’s forces have resorted to firing ballistic missiles at rebel fighters inside Syria, 
Obama administration officials said Wednesday, escalating a nearly two-year-old civil war as the government struggles to slow the 
momentum of a gaining insurgency.  

 
3. Report: Fire Can Melt NWUs To Your Skin 
(NAVY TIMES 12 DEC 12) ... Mark D. Faram and Sam Fellman 

The Navy working uniform will melt when exposed to flames, a new report has found, potentially putting sailors at risk. 
 

AASSIIAA  ––  PPAACCIIFFIICC::  
4. N. Korea Rocket To Test New Leaders From Tokyo To Beijing 
(BLOOMBERG 12 DEC 12) ... Daniel Ten Kate, Sangwon Yoon, and Isabel Reynolds 

North Korea’s improving missile capability cast a shadow on political campaigns in two of its neighbors, heightening focus on a 
potential threat that may prompt Japan to stiffen its defense posture and provide a bump to South Korea’s conservative candidate.  

 
5. Japan Protests About Chinese Airspace 'Intrusion' Over Disputed Islands 
Japanese military scrambles eight F-15 fighter jets after Chinese government plane enters airspace over 
Senkaku Islands 
(REUTERS 13 DEC 12) 

Japan has protested to China after a Chinese government plane entered what Japan considers its airspace over disputed islands in 
the East China Sea, the Japanese foreign ministry said. 

 
6. Japan Retools Defense To Face New Threats 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 12 DEC 12) 

TOKYO -- The North Korean rocket launch over Japanese territory highlights the growing security risks facing America's biggest 
Asian ally, and comes as the long-pacifist nation is retooling its military to face new regional threats—from Pyongyang as well as 
from Beijing. 

 
7. Island Spat Tests Japan's Coast Guard 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 12 DEC 12) 

ISHIGAKI, Japan -- As Japan's first line of defense in a territorial tussle with China, the once-obscure Coast Guard has enjoyed a 
surge in popularity-and also suffered new strains. 
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8. U.S. Military To Boost Philippines Presence; China Tells Army To Be Prepared 
(REUTERS 12 DEC 12) ... Manuel Mogato 

U.S. and Philippine officials are expected to agree on an increase in the number of U.S. military ships, aircraft and troops rotating 
through the Philippines, Filipino officials said, as tensions simmer with China over its maritime claims. 

 

AAFFGGHHAANNIISSTTAANN::  
9. U.S. Defense Chief In Kabul For Talks On Future U.S. Presence 
(REUTERS 12 DEC 12) ... Phil Stewart 

KABUL – U.S. Defense Secretary Leon Panetta arrived on an unannounced visit to Kabul on Wednesday for talks with military 
commanders ahead of a decision on how large a U.S. military presence to keep in the country after the NATO mission ends in 2014. 

 
10. Panetta, Other U.S. Officials In Kabul Paint Rosy Picture Of Afghan Situation 
(WASHINGTON POST 12 DEC 12) ... Ernesto Londono 

KABUL —With Defense Secretary Leon E. Panetta in Kabul to take stock as the Obama administration weighs how quickly to 
draw down troops over the next two years, a senior U.S. military commander on Wednesday hailed the progress Afghan security 
forces have made. 

 
11. Afghans Urged To Take All Military Tasks Except Aviation 
(BLOOMBERG 12 DEC 12) ... Gopal Ratnam 

Afghan military forces are being pushed to take over all operational tasks except aviation missions by 2015, when most American 
and allied troops are scheduled to have departed the country, according to a U.S. officer.  

 

MMIIDDEEAASSTT::  
12. Assertive Turkey Key To U.S. In Shifting Middle East 
Turkey a key U.S. ally in changing Middle East 
 (REUTERS 12 DEC 12) ... Peter Apps and Nick Tattersall 

WASHINGTON/ISTANBUL -- With its caustic rhetoric on Israel and its gold-for-gas trade with Iran, Turkey is not the 
deferential U.S. ally it once was as it carves out a growing role in the fast-changing politics of the Middle East. 

 
13. Turkey Plans To Build Up To 8 Frigates 
(DEFENSE NEWS 12 DEC 12) ... Umit Enginsoy and Burak Ege Bekdil 

ANKARA — Turkey plans to build four frigates with assistance from foreign shipyards and likely will fund an additional four for 
a total cost of about $7 billion, after the current production of eight corvettes is completed between 2015 and 2020, a senior 
procurement official said. 

 
14. Opponents Of Egypt’s Morsi-Backed Charter Urge ‘No’ Vote Instead Of Boycott 
(WASHINGTON POST 12 DEC 12) ... Stephanie McCrummen 

CAIRO — Egypt’s fractious opposition urged its supporters Wednesday to vote “no” on a contentious Islamist-backed draft 
constitution but left open the possibility of boycotting Saturday’s vote altogether if several conditions were not met. 

 
15. Iran Says It Can Make Copy Of Captured CIA Drone 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 12 DEC 12) ... Ali Akbar Dareini 

TEHRAN — Iran is now capable of manufacturing its own copies of an advanced CIA spy drone captured last year, a senior 
Iranian lawmaker said Wednesday. 

 

AAFFRRIICCAA::  
16. U.S. Officially Expands Terror List Into West Africa 
(THE HILL 12 DEC 12) ... Carl Munoz 

A former al Qaeda-affiliated terrorist group based in West Africa has become the latest member on the State Department's rapidly 
growing list of officially recognized terror organizations, according to recently released department documents.  

 

PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
17. Proposed COLA Cut Riles Vets Groups 
(NAVY TIMES 12 DEC 12) ... Rick Maze 

A small proposed change is creating some big complaints as the White House and Congress toy with the idea of changing how 
cost-of-living adjustments are calculated as a money-saving maneuver. 
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MMAARRIINNEE  CCOORRPPSS::  
18. Medal Of Honor Request Is Rejected 
(LOS ANGELES TIMES 13 DEC 12) ... Tony Perry 

The secretary of Defense has decided not to overrule his predecessor and posthumously award the Medal of Honor to Marine Sgt. 
Rafael Peralta of San Diego, Rep. Duncan Hunter (R-Alpine) announced Wednesday. 

 

AAVVIIAATTIIOONN::  
19. Helicopter Crashes At North Island; 4 People Reported Hospitalized  
Coronado fire department is assisting with rescue efforts, police say. Dispatches from emergency responders 
indicate their injuries are not life threatening. 
(IMPERIAL BEACH (CA) PATCH 13 DEC 12) ... Jennifer Vigil and Khari Johnson 

Coronado police have confirmed that a helicopter was involved in an accident at North Island Naval Air Station late Wednesday, 
and said they have not been called in for aid, but a battalion chief from the fire department is on scene. 

 

FF--3355::  
20. Canada Reviews Plans To Buy F-35 Fighter Jets 
(NEW YORK TIMES 13 DEC 12) ... Ian Austen and Christopher Drew 

Canada said Wednesday that it would reconsider plans to buy 65 F-35 fighter jets after an independent audit found that the 
sophisticated stealth planes would cost substantially more than the government had promised. 

 
21. Pentagon Cuts Cost Of F-35 Fighters By 4 Percent: Sources 
(REUTERS 12 DEC 12) ... Andrea Shalal-Esa 

WASHINGTON – The Pentagon will pay about 4 percent less for each new Lockheed Martin Corp F-35A fighter jet when it 
signs a deal worth $3.8 billion with the No. 1 U.S. defense contractor on Friday, according to sources familiar with the deal. 

 

SSUURRFFAACCEE  FFLLEEEETT::  
22. S.D. Destroyer Tracked N. Korea Missile  
Benfold Sailors sent to Korean Peninsula ahead of launch 
(SAN DIEGO UNION TRIBUNE 12 DEC 12) ... Jeanette Steele 

San Diego sailors were on watch as North Korea launched an intercontinental ballistic missile yesterday evening. 
 

CCAARRRRIIEERRSS::  
23. U.S. Navy Aircraft Carrier Programs Steaming Ahead 
(AVIATION WEEK 12 DEC 12) ... Mike Fabey 

A year ago, the long-term future of aircraft carriers appeared in doubt. With the emergence of strong performances by large-deck 
amphibious ships for carrier-like missions and the relatively large price tag for new carrier construction, many defense analysts were 
predicting a cut in the future carrier fleet. 

 

CCOONNGGRREESSSS  //  BBUUDDGGEETT::  
24. DoD Officials Hope For Flexibility If Sequestration Occurs 
(DEFENSE NEWS 12 DEC 12) ... Marcus Weisgerber 

U.S. defense officials are still holding out hope that they might be given some flexibility on how to tailor spending reductions, 
particularly in weapon buying accounts, should sequestration go into effect next month, according to a senior defense official. 

 
25. Shedding Light On What Sequestration May Bring 
(WASHINGTON POST 13 DEC 12) 

Federal employees have a major stake in the debate over whether, and how, the government should back away from the “fiscal 
cliff” and potential for automatic “sequestration” cuts to programs starting in January. 

 
26. Pentagon Said To Face $62 Billion Automatic Spending Reduction 
(BLOOMBERG 12 DEC 12) ... Tony Capaccio 

Pentagon budget analysts and attorneys have determined the U.S. military faces spending reductions of about $62.3 billion, $10 
billion more than previously estimated, if automatic cuts take effect on Jan. 2, according to a U.S. defense official. 
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NNPPSS  
27. SECNAV Institutes Community Involvement Committee At Naval Postgraduate School  
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 12 DEC 12) 

WASHINGTON -- Secretary of the Navy Ray Mabus directed the Naval Postgraduate School (NPS) working group and NPS 
leadership to reach out to community business leaders, elected officials, and educational partners from the Monterey peninsula to 
strengthen ties between the school and the community. 

 

CCOOMMMMEENNTTAARRYY::  
28. North Korea’s Latest Provocation 
(NEW YORK TIMES 13 DEC 12) 

Even though it cannot feed its people, North Korea has joined the ranks of countries with the money and expertise to build and 
launch a long-range rocket and put a satellite into space. 

 
29. North Korea's Latest Launch 
The new leader tries old tricks. 
(WASHINGTON POST 13 DEC 12) 

Most North Korea watchers believe that Wednesday’s missile launch by the insular dictatorship was prompted by domestic 
imperatives. The latest Stalinist ruler, 29-year-old Kim Jong Eun, is reportedly struggling to consolidate power; the anniversary of his 
father’s death is coming up; and something had to be done to deliver on the regime’s promise that 2012 would be a year of “strength 
and prosperity.” 

 
30. Downrange From North Korea 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 13 DEC 12) 

The nuclear threat to Japan and the U.S. will soon be real.North Korea put a satellite into orbit for the first time Wednesday, and 
in the process successfully tested a three-stage, intercontinental ballistic missile. Pyongyang had told the world that the launch would 
be delayed for technical reasons, but that now looks like a head fake. 

 
31. Syria And Chemical Weapons: What Can The U.S. Do Now? 
(WASHINGTON POST 12 DEC 12) ... Allen McDuffee 

Earlier this month, reports that Syrian President Bashar al-Assad has chemical weapons at his disposal and was moving the 
stockpiles provoked a strong rhetorical response from Secretary of State Hillary Clinton and the international community.   

 
32. Sorting The Terrorists 
(WASHINGTON POST 12 DEC 12) ... Walter Pincus 

Who is a terrorist? 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. After Rocket Launching, A Call For New Sanctions 
(NEW YORK TIMES 12 DEC 12) ... David E. Sanger and William J. Broad 

WASHINGTON — The United States and its Asian allies 
began an effort on Wednesday to impose additional sanctions 
on North Korea after its largely successful rocket launching, 
but this time Washington added a warning to China: Failure to 
rein in Kim Jong-un, the North’s new leader, will result in an 
even greater American military presence in the Pacific.  

The Chinese government, which sent a delegation to 
Pyongyang last month to warn against the missile test, said it 
“regrets” the launching, which put a 200-pound earth 
surveillance satellite into orbit.  

The Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesman, Hong Lei, said 
that North Korea’s right to a peaceful space program was 
subject to “limitations” by United Nations Security Council 
resolutions. But he declined to say whether North Korea had 
failed to live up to those obligations, which include a 
prohibition on launchings like the one on Wednesday morning 
that could be used to advance missile technology.  

In fact, after a preliminary meeting of the Security 
Council members in New York, it was far from clear how far 
the Chinese are willing to go in further punishing an ally they 
once called as close as “lips and teeth.” Beijing’s biggest fear 
has always been destabilizing North Korea, and setting off a 
collapse that could put South Korean forces, and perhaps their 
American allies, on China’s border.  

But the essence of the American strategy, as described 
Wednesday by administration officials, was to force the 
Chinese into an uncomfortable choice.  

“The kinds of things we would do to enhance the region’s 
security against a North Korean nuclear missile capability,” 
one senior administration official said in an interview, “are 
indistinguishable from the things the Chinese would view as a 
containment strategy” aimed at Beijing.  

They would include increased patrols in waters the 
Chinese are trying to claim as part of their exclusive zone, 
along with military exercises with allies in the region. “It’s the 
right approach, but whether it works is another matter,” said 
Christopher R. Hill, who was the chief negotiator with North 
Korea during President George W. Bush’s second term, and is 
now dean of the Korbel School of International Studies at the 
University of Denver, on Wednesday. “The approach of 
thickening up the antimissile effort is something that would 
get China’s attention.”  

Many of those efforts are planned anyway as part of 
President Obama’s “rebalancing” strategy to ensure a 
continued American presence in Asia. The president has 
repeatedly said he has neither the desire nor the ability to 
contain China’s rise, but the rebalancing is clearly intended to 
keep the Chinese from nudging the United States out of the 
region.  

Already, the Chinese believe that America’s antimissile 
efforts from Alaska to the Pacific are designed to counter their 
own nuclear arsenal.  

Administration officials said that while the launching was 
successful — and advanced the North’s missile program — it 
was hardly a threat to the United States, despite a warning by 

Robert M. Gates in 2011, when he was secretary of defense, 
that the North would have a missile capable of reaching the 
United States by 2016.  

“I am not disparaging this demonstration of 1950s 
Sputnik-quality technology,” the administration official said, 
referring to the Soviet satellite that prompted the space race 
during the cold war. He then went on to disparage it, noting 
that Mr. Kim “is in the family business, like his daddy before 
him, and it’s a form of extortion.”  

South Korean officials sounded similar themes, saying 
that the North’s effort was to extract a higher price — in aid, 
investment and diplomatic concessions — for restraining 
future launchings or nuclear tests.  

Riki Ellison, chairman of the Missile Defense Advocacy 
Alliance, a private group in Washington, called the North 
Korean satellite launching “a fundamental breakthrough” that 
showed the main elements of an intercontinental ballistic 
missile.  

“This is a resounding achievement,” he said Wednesday 
in a statement. He called the remaining technical steps that 
North Korea must take in ICBM development “much easier” 
than the satellite launching.  

Scientific experts who examined the flight said that North 
Korea appeared to have solved a number of problems that 
caused previous efforts to blow up, but they sounded less 
impressed.  

“It’s an important technical advance, but nothing to be 
horribly alarmed about” in terms of military capabilities, said 
Jonathan McDowell, a Harvard astronomer who tracks global 
rocket launchings and space activity.  

The North Korean satellite, he said, was orbiting a little 
higher than the International Space Station, reaching about 
360 miles. He called the orbit’s accuracy “pretty good” for a 
first launching.  

North Korea is the 10th nation to join the global space 
club by launching a satellite. The craft, said to be about the 
size of a washing machine, is reportedly designed for 
observing the earth. To make an intercontinental ballistic 
missile that can carry nuclear arms, scientists say, the North 
must master the difficult art of miniaturizing nuclear warheads 
and making protective re-entry capsules for the weapons that 
can survive the fiery plunge back to earth.  

“A space launch only has to go up,” noted an analysis by 
the James Martin Center for Nonproliferation Studies at the 
Monterey Institute in California.  

In September, a panel of top scientists and military 
experts working for the National Research Council cast doubt 
on the claim that the space launcher itself could pose a danger 
to the United States. The committee, in a report on antimissile 
strategies for the nation, judged a military threat unlikely.  

L. David Montague, the panel’s co-chairman and a retired 
president of Lockheed Martin Missiles and Space, told 
reporters that North Korea’s rocket “can’t carry enough 
payload to be of any significant threat.” He called it “a baby 
satellite launcher — and not a very good one at that.”  
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Scientists say the North Koreans, to make an 
intercontinental ballistic missile, need to focus especially on 
engine reliability after suffering 14 years of back-to-back, 

long-range rocket failures that preceded Wednesday’s success. 
The flops occurred in 1998, 2006, 2009 and last April.  

Return to Index 
 

2. Syria Uses Scud Missiles In New Effort To Push Back Rebels 
(NEW YORK TIMES 12 DEC 12) ... Michael R. Gordon and Eric Schmitt 

WASHINGTON — President Bashar al-Assad’s forces 
have resorted to firing ballistic missiles at rebel fighters inside 
Syria, Obama administration officials said Wednesday, 
escalating a nearly two-year-old civil war as the government 
struggles to slow the momentum of a gaining insurgency.  

Administration officials said that over the last week, 
Assad forces for the first time had fired at least six Soviet-
designed Scud missiles in the latest bid to push back rebels 
who have consistently chipped away at the government’s 
military superiority.  

In a conflict that has already killed more than 40,000 
Syrians, the government has been forced to augment its 
reliance on troops with artillery, then air power and now 
missiles as the rebels have taken over military bases and 
closed in on the capital, Damascus. The escalation has not 
changed Washington’s decision to avoid military intervention 
in Syria — as long as chemical weapons are not used — but it 
did prompt a rebuke.  

“As the regime becomes more and more desperate, we see 
it resorting to increased lethality and more vicious weapons 
moving forward, and we have in recent days seen missiles 
deployed,” said Victoria Nuland, a State Department 
spokeswoman.  

President Obama has said that the use of chemical 
weapons would cross a “red line,” implying that it might lead 
to an American military response.  

Mr. Assad’s decision to fire Scuds — not known for their 
precision — inside his own country appears directly related to 
the rebel ability to take command of military bases and seize 
antiaircraft weapons. The Scuds have been fired since Monday 
from the An Nasiriyah Air Base, north of Damascus, 
according to American officials familiar with the classified 
intelligence reports about the attacks. The target was the 
Sheikh Suleiman base north of Aleppo, which rebel forces had 
occupied.  

The development may also represent a calculation by the 
Syrian leadership that it can resort to such lethal weapons 
without the fear of international intervention, partly because 
Washington had set its tolerance threshold at the use of 
chemical weapons. Mr. Obama has never suggested that the 
United States would take action to stop attacks against Syrian 
rebels and civilians with conventional weapons, no matter how 
severe.  

“This may be another example of the unintended 
consequence of the red line the administration has drawn with 
regard to chemical weapons,” said Joseph Holliday, a former 
Army intelligence officer and a senior analyst at the Institute 
for the Study of War, a nongovernmental research group. 
“Assad views every weapon short of chemicals as fair game.”  

The disclosure about the Scuds came as representatives of 
more than 100 nations gathered in Marrakesh, Morocco, for a 
conference intended to give a political lift to the Syrian 
opposition, which is formally known as the National Coalition 
of Syrian Revolutionary and Opposition Forces. And it came 

amid an increase in violence in Syria, including reports of a 
new massacre of about 100 Alawites, Mr. Assad’s sect, and a 
large bombing in the capital.  

Mr. Obama, in an interview on Tuesday with ABC News, 
formally recognized the coalition as the legitimate 
representative of the Syrian people.  

William Burns, the deputy secretary of state who led the 
American team to the Morocco gathering, said Wednesday 
that he had invited opposition leaders to Washington, 
including Sheik Ahmad Moaz al-Khatib, the coalition leader.  

Mr. Khatib, however, took issue with a decision by the 
Obama administration to classify Al Nusra Front — one of 
several armed groups fighting Mr. Assad — as a foreign 
terrorist organization.  

“The logic under which we consider one of the parts that 
fights against the Assad regime as a terrorist organization is a 
logic one must reconsider,” Mr. Khatib said. “We can differ 
with parties that adopt political ideas and visions different 
from ours. But we ensure that the goal of all rebels is the fall 
of the regime.”  

Obama administration officials have said that the Nusra 
Front is an offshoot of Al Qaeda in Iraq, the terrorist group 
that has sought to foment sectarian violence there and topple 
the Shiite-dominated government in Baghdad.  

“All of us have seen what Al Qaeda in Iraq tried to do to 
threaten the social fabric of Iraq,” Mr. Burns said at a news 
conference. “And that’s not a future that the vast majority of 
Syrians want to see, and it’s certainly not a future that the 
international community supports.” 

Mr. Burns spoke after a declaration recognizing the new 
coalition as the legitimate representative of the Syrian people 
was adopted at the Morocco gathering. It also called on Mr. 
Assad to “stand aside” to permit a “sustainable political 
transition.”  

In Damascus on Wednesday, a car bomb and two other 
explosives went off outside the Interior Ministry headquarters 
— known as the House of Justice — in Kafar Souseh, on the 
southern outskirts, Syrian state news media reported. Two 
Lebanese television channels that favor the Syrian government 
reported that there had been casualties. One channel, Mayadin, 
reported that the interior minister, Mohammad al-Shaar, had 
been wounded, but other accounts said he had escaped 
unharmed.  

An activist in Damascus, Abu Qays, said Syrian security 
forces had sealed off Shami Hospital, a central Damascus 
facility used by Syria’s elite, in a possible indication of high-
profile casualties in the blasts.  

But it was the Scud attacks that caught the attention of 
American intelligence experts. Scuds are capable of carrying 
chemical weapons, though American officials emphasized that 
conventional warheads, not poison gas, had been used in the 
recent strikes.  

NATO recently approved the deployment of American, 
Dutch and Germany Patriot antimissile batteries to Turkey, a 
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neighbor of Syria that has become one of Mr. Assad’s most 
ardent rivals, to protect against a possible Syrian missile 
attack. The Patriot batteries have not yet arrived in Turkey, 
and it may take weeks for them to get there.  

An American official said that the Syrian brigade that 
controls and operates the Scuds was an all-Alawite team. 
“There’s tremendous sensitivity about that weapon system, so 
Assad keeps it in the hands of his most trusted agents,” he 
said.  

It is not clear whether all of the Scuds struck the base they 
were aimed at or what casualties they might have caused. But 
there was military logic to the move, experts said.  

“The Assad regime has consistently escalated its use of 
force whenever the rebels’ strength has presented a significant 
challenge to the regime,” Mr. Holliday said.  

“In January 2012, the regime started to use artillery 
because the rebels learned how to defend against regime 
ground forces,” he added. “The regime started using its air 
power in June because the rebels had gained control of the 
countryside. Now that the rebels have begun to defeat Assad’s 
air force and overrun his bases, it shouldn’t be surprising that 
the regime is responding with Scuds.”  
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3. Report: Fire Can Melt NWUs To Your Skin 
(NAVY TIMES 12 DEC 12) ... Mark D. Faram and Sam Fellman 

The Navy working uniform will melt when exposed to 
flames, a new report has found, potentially putting sailors at 
risk. 

The digital blue NWUs — which are not rated as a flame-
resistant uniform — are made of a 50/50 nylon-cotton blend 
that “will burn robustly until completely consumed,” 
according to the results of a mid-October test conducted by 
Navy Clothing and Textile Research Facility in Natick, Mass. 

But not only that: Its nylon material “melts and drips as it 
burns,” according to the Oct. 15 report, which was obtained by 
Navy Times. “If this sticky molten material came in contact 
with skin it would contribute to increased burn injury…” 

Sailors have been told by Navy leadership it’s OK to 
respond to fires in NWUs. Meanwhile, the testers concluded 
the uniform “is not recommended” in cases “where there is 
potential for a flame or thermal threat.” 

The findings call into question the protection offered by 
one of the fleet’s newest and most common uniforms, worn in 
squadrons, submarines and ships — industrial environments 
where sailors face the threat of fire from fuel, jets, machinery 
and electrical circuits. 

Navy officials are reviewing uniform requirements, said 
Adm. Bill Gortney, head of Fleet Forces Command, in a Dec. 
12 message sent to all commanders, commanding officers, 
officers in charge and command master chiefs. 

“Informed by this impromptu test and in coordination 
with the uniform board, [Pacific Fleet Commander Adm. Cecil 
Haney] and I will continue to review the requirements for — 
and flame resistant qualities of — working uniforms, 
including the Type 1 NWUs,” he said. “We will explore long-
term solutions that afford our sailors the right protective 
clothing, aligned with the tasks they are required to perform in 
various operating environments.” 

Gortney, in his message, ordered officers to ensure that 
their sailors know Type 1 NWUs are not flame resistant. 

There hasn’t been a fleet requirement for a flame resistant 
working uniform since 1996. But Gortney’s message makes 
no mention of the uniform’s potential to melt and exacerbate 
burn injuries, as outlined in the test. It’s unclear whether the 
Navy knew about the melting problem until now. 

Gortney wants assurances from his officers that sailors 
“have been properly issued flame resistant organizational 
clothing” for duties such as damage control personnel, fire 
fighters and welders. 

Two months after discovering the NWUs are flammable, 
officials have made no move towards recalling the uniforms or 
changing their fire-fighting guidance. But in 2010, Navy 
officials pulled the sale of a blue T-shirt— specifically to 
prevent sailors from wearing it under their NWUs — because 
of concerns it would melt under flame and could even fuse to 
a wound. 

Sailors are instructed to extinguish fires immediately, if at 
all possible, and officials reiterated last year that the blue-and-
gray uniforms were cleared for these instances. But the fact 
that NWUs melt when exposed to flame puts that guidance 
into question. 

Researchers tested the blue NWU uniform in mid-October 
as part of a larger electrical safety review. In the Natick test, 
testers hung 3-by-12-inch strips of NWU material alongside 
strips of flame-resistant Army and Marine uniforms, exposed 
them to flame for 12 seconds and observed the results. 

The Army and Marine combat uniforms tested were made 
of flame-resistant materials. They didn’t burn after the flame 
was removed, experienced no melting and were only charred 
from 3 to 4 inches. 

The NWUs ignited. The entire strip burned. Plastic fibers 
melted. 

“All material samples totally consumed by robustly 
burning flames,” the observers noted in their report, noting 
that the uniform burned for longer than 60 seconds after the 
flame was removed. 

The fleet has a number of flame-resistant uniforms such 
as engineering coveralls, flight suits and damage control gear. 
Like the Army and Marine combat gear, these uniforms are 
rated to withstand flame and experience minimal charring. 

Navy spokesman Rear Adm. John Kirby said he wants 
sailors to know this issue is being taken seriously. 

“We still consider the safety of our sailors to be a 
paramount concern of ours,” he said. “This test … was made 
available to leadership in a pretty quick fashion.” 

Return to Index 
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AASSIIAA  ––  PPAACCIIFFIICC::  
4. N. Korea Rocket To Test New Leaders From Tokyo To Beijing 
(BLOOMBERG 12 DEC 12) ... Daniel Ten Kate, Sangwon Yoon, and Isabel Reynolds 

North Korea’s improving missile capability cast a shadow 
on political campaigns in two of its neighbors, heightening 
focus on a potential threat that may prompt Japan to stiffen its 
defense posture and provide a bump to South Korea’s 
conservative candidate.  

North Korea yesterday deployed a communications 
satellite from a rocket eight months after a previous attempt 
failed, spurning global calls for the Marxist nation to desist. 
South Korean Defense Minister Kim Kwan Jin warned the 
North also is making “considerable” progress toward another 
nuclear test.  

The move from Kim Jong Un’s regime poses one of the 
first security tests for prospective leaders in Japan and South 
Korea, which hold elections next week, and for China’s new 
rulers. While South Korean opposition candidate Moon Jae In 
has championed closer ties with the North, ruling-party 
nominee Park Geun Hye has made more muted calls. Shinzo 
Abe, Japan’s likely next prime minister, has pledged to boost 
military spending.  

“This can only push the Japanese debate towards a 
defensive stance, and a normalization of Japanese defense 
policy” away from its pacifist constitution, said Rory Medcalf, 
director of the international security program at the Sydney- 
based Lowy Institute. “It may help Japan and South Korea to 
find common ground on security issues.”  

Tensions Rise  
The Unha-3 rocket launch came against a backdrop of 

rising tensions this year in East Asia, including island disputes 
between Japan and South Korea, both U.S. allies that host 
American bases and troops. China’s assertiveness over 
maritime claims disrupted trade with Japan and prompted 
diplomatic sparring with Vietnam and the Philippines, another 
U.S. ally that is seeking to bolster its military ties.  

The United Nations Security Council unanimously 
condemned North Korea’s move, calling it a “clear violation” 
of UN prohibitions. U.S. Ambassador to the UN Susan Rice 
said the 15- member council -- which has the power to 
authorize sanctions -- will discuss a set of measures to punish 
the nation.  

Stocks in South Korea and Japan saw little impact from 
the test, which had been flagged since Dec. 1. South Korea’s 
benchmark Kospi Index rose 0.5 percent as of 9:16 a.m. today, 
after a 0.6 percent gain yesterday, and Japan’s Nikkei 225 
Stock Average (NKY) was up 1.2 percent. The won was 0.4 
percent higher, at 1,071.18 per dollar, after a 0.2 percent rise 
yesterday.  

Military Doctrine  
Kim, who succeeded his father Kim Jong Il a year ago, 

oversees a military-first state with 1.7 million of his 24 million 
people in the armed services. North Korea has twice detonated 
an atomic bomb, and the new leader has shown no readiness to 
respond to calls from the U.S., China, South Korea, Japan and 
Russia to return to six-party talks aimed at getting the regime 
to abandon its nuclear program.  

Kim Jong Un has worked to secure his hereditary position 
since the death of his father, who initiated North Korea’s 
nuclear program. Acquiring a ballistic missile capability 
would bolster his political standing, according to Kim Yeon 

Su, a professor at the state-run Korea National Defense 
University in Seoul.  

“This year politically has great symbolic value,” Kim 
said, noting that 2012 marks the 100th anniversary of the birth 
of state founder Kim Il Sung, grandfather to the current leader. 
“The launch could help Kim Jong Un’s efforts to legitimize 
his position if it had been preceded by economic 
improvements. But the economy is still struggling and this 
could cause serious internal divisions about the future of the 
regime among those in favor of and against opening up.”  

Counting Cost  
The failed rocket launch in April cost the regime a U.S. 

deal to provide food assistance to the country, where two-
thirds of the population suffer from chronic malnutrition. 
North Korea has invested between $2.8 billion and $3.2 billion 
on missile and nuclear weapons development, according to 
South Korean government estimates, an amount that could buy 
enough corn to feed its entire population for three years.  

China, North Korea’s biggest ally and trading partner, 
said it regrets the launch, adding to criticism from the U.S., 
Japan, South Korea and Australia. Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Hong Lei said in Beijing that China regrets North 
Korea’s action and called for calm in the region. The Chinese 
government is in the midst of a once-in-a-decade leadership 
transition, with Communist Party head Xi Jinping set to 
succeed Hu Jintao as president in March.  

China’s Worry  
“The Chinese leadership is probably going to look at this 

along the lines of ‘just don’t start a war,’” Dean Cheng, a 
research fellow who studies China at The Heritage 
Foundation, told reporters. “‘Don’t push the South Koreans or 
the Americans or the Japanese over the edge.’”  

The Obama administration denounced the rocket test, 
with National Security Council spokesman Tommy Vietor 
calling it “a highly provocative act” that jeopardizes regional 
security.  

The U.S. detected the launch at 9:49 a.m. Korea time, 
after which the first stage fell into the Yellow Sea and the 
second dropped into the Philippine Sea, according to a 
statement from the North American Aerospace Defense 
Command. The satellite carried communication and Earth-
observation equipment, the state-run Korean Central News 
Agency reported.  

Japan’s government issued an announcement five minutes 
after the rocket took off, in contrast with the misfire in April, 
when it drew criticism for remaining silent until about 40 
minutes later.  

Hardliner Support  
A successful test highlights Kim’s goal of threatening the 

American mainland with a missile and may strengthen 
hardliners in South Korea and Japan, according to Michael 
Green, senior vice president for Asia at the Center for 
Strategic and International Studies in Washington.  

“The launch will add some wind to what is already set to 
be an LDP landslide in Japan, particularly since Abe’s 
strengths are his credentials on national security,” said Green, 
a former senior director for Asian affairs at the National 
Security Council, referring to the opposition Liberal 
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Democratic Party. “It is hard to see how this launch could 
possibly help the progressives and Moon Jae in in South 
Korea.”  

Park led Moon ahead of the Dec. 19 election by 2.2 
percentage points -- equivalent to the margin of error -- in a 
survey of 2,000 respondents this week conducted by Seoul-
based Realmeter and JTBC, a cable-TV affiliate of JoongAng 
Ilbo. The LDP may gain as many as 285 seats in the Dec. 16 
race for the 480-seat lower house of parliament, while Prime 
Minister Yoshihiko Noda’s Democratic Party of Japan may 
win as few as 68 according to an Asahi newspaper poll 
published Dec. 6 that gave no margin of error.  

‘Fear’ Motive  

Kim’s regime is trying to interfere in South Korea’s 
presidential election by creating “a mood of fear,” Park told 
voters yesterday while campaigning. Outgoing President Lee 
Myung Bak and the ruling New Frontier Party must be held 
responsible for suspending inter-Korean dialog and creating 
tensions that led to the launch, Moon said on the campaign 
trail.  

Whoever wins the elections will be dealing with a North 
Korean leader whose nuclear ambitions may be emboldened, 
Korea National Defense University’s Kim said.  

“Kim Jong Un has declared that he will go his way 
instead of warming up to possibilities of negotiation, and this 
will contribute to instability on the Korean peninsula,” he said.  

Return to Index 
 

5. Japan Protests About Chinese Airspace 'Intrusion' Over Disputed Islands 
Japanese military scrambles eight F-15 fighter jets after Chinese government plane enters airspace over 
Senkaku Islands 
(REUTERS 13 DEC 12) 

Japan has protested to China after a Chinese government 
plane entered what Japan considers its airspace over disputed 
islands in the East China Sea, the Japanese foreign ministry 
said. 

The incident prompted Japan's military to scramble eight 
F-15 fighter jets, the defence ministry said. Japanese officials 
later said the Chinese aircraft had left the area. 

Sino-Japanese relations took a tumble in September after 
Japan bought the tiny islands, called Senkaku in Japan and 
Diaoyu in China, from a private Japanese owner. 

"Despite our repeated warnings, Chinese government 
ships have entered out territorial waters for three days in an 
row," Japan's chief cabinet secretary, Osama Fujimura, told 
reporters. 

"It is extremely regrettable that, on top of that, an 
intrusion into our airspace has been committed in this way," 
he said, adding that Japan had formally protested through 
diplomatic channels. 

A defence ministry spokesman said as far as he knew it 
was the first time this year that a Chinese plane had intruded 
into airspace near the islands. 

The incident comes just days before a Japanese election 
that is expected to return to power the conservative Liberal 
Democratic party with hawkish former prime minister Shinzo 
Abe at the helm. 

Abe has promised to take a stern stance in the dispute 
over the islands – which are near potentially huge maritime 
gas reserves – and to boost spending on defence, including on 
the Coast Guard. He has said the ruling Democratic party's 
mishandling of its diplomacy had emboldened China. 

Smaller Asian countries, such as the Philippines, have 
become increasingly worried about Beijing's growing military 
assertiveness and its claims to disputed islands in the South 
China Sea. 

Return to Index 
 

6. Japan Retools Defense To Face New Threats 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 12 DEC 12) 

TOKYO -- The North Korean rocket launch over 
Japanese territory highlights the growing security risks facing 
America's biggest Asian ally, and comes as the long-pacifist 
nation is retooling its military to face new regional threats—
from Pyongyang as well as from Beijing. 

North Korea's most successful test yet of long-range 
missile technology Wednesday came two days after four 
Chinese battle ships sailed less than 27 miles from Yonaguni, 
a southern Japanese island that also lay near the rocket's 
trajectory. That was the second time Chinese military vessels 
had entered the waters by that island, following a similar 
incursion in November, amid rising territorial tensions in the 
area. 

The rocket launch also came four days ahead of Sunday's 
parliamentary elections in Japan, a vote that will likely 
accelerate the modernization and expansion of Japan's 
military. In a country dominated for decades by pacifist 
politics, the campaign has been unusual for its focus on 
defense. Opposition leader Shinzo Abe, the front-runner for 
the premiership, has regularly called for more military 

spending and a new constitution giving Japan's Self Defense 
Forces the title of a formal "military," something Japan 
renounced with its World War II defeat. 

"Japan is the one that feels the biggest threat" from North 
Korea's missile program, Mr. Abe said during a campaign stop 
in Nagasaki on Wednesday, after the news broke of the 
launch. "They launched it to demonstrate how Japan is well 
within their target range." His party's platform cites those tests 
as a reason to "review the 'quality' and 'quantity' of our 
defense." 

In a magazine essay published earlier this week, Mr. Abe 
wrote that postwar Japan had "given up a nation's most 
important mission of protecting the safety of its own citizens." 
In a late November speech, he said "we must use physical 
power to block" the regular incursion of Chinese boats into 
territorial waters claimed by both countries that have 
continued since September. 

It isn't just Mr. Abe's Liberal Democratic Party, which 
polls show is poised to win a majority of the seats up for grabs 
in Sunday's vote. The other two leading parties in the 
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campaign also have platforms advocating new SDF powers, 
and beefing up protection of the country's far-flung territories. 

That is a stark contrast from the last general election in 
2009, when the Democratic Party of Japan won a landslide 
victory on a manifesto that made no mention of Japan's 
military, and pledged a loosening of the U.S.-Japan security 
alliance, along with friendlier ties with Beijing. 

In power, however, the DPJ has instead steadily expanded 
the military's capabilities, including the extension of a 
sophisticated missile-defense system designed to protect the 
country against launches from Pyongyang. DPJ Prime 
Minister Yoshihiko Noda made a point of interrupting his 
campaigning last week to issue an order to shoot down the 
North Korean launch if debris headed toward Japanese 
territory. No such order was issued Wednesday. 

The backdrop for these changes: a growing public 
embrace of the long-shunned military, especially after the 
SDF's active relief role during last year's natural and nuclear 
disasters. A recent Pew poll of Japanese citizens found 89% of 
respondents said the SDF had a positive influence, far 
exceeding the 12% who cited the government. SDF enlistment 
applications have doubled over the past five years, while 
uniformed troops in June held their first urban drills in Tokyo 
in more than four decades. 

All this has been accompanied over the past two years by 
a growing tendency to stretch—without rewriting—the 
meaning of the constitution, which allowed for only a 
narrowly defined self-defense. A number of policy changes 
under way, from an easing of a weapons-export ban to a 
renegotiation of the U.S.-Japan defense guidelines, are 
designed to give Japanese troops much more freedom to 
develop, train and fight. 

A little-noticed shift of the country's guiding military 
philosophy from "basic defense" to "dynamic defense" gives 
the SDF more flexibility in mobilizing troops across Japan in 
anticipation of provocative action from China or North Korea, 
rather than waiting for an invasion. 

The front lines for Japan's new defense posture are its 
islands in the East China Sea between the main island of 
Okinawa and Taiwan. 

After North Korea announced its plans to launch the 
rocket, the SDF scrambled to install its Patriot anti-missile 
shield at four locations in the Okinawa chain, including 
Ishigaki, and sent in dozens of troops to other islands, such as 
Yonaguni, as a precaution against fallen debris that could 
harm local residents. It was the second time for the shield to 
be rolling out in that area, following a similar drill for 
Pyongyang's last launch attempt in April. On Ishigaki, some 
50 military trucks and trailers carrying radars and missile parts 
were unloaded Dec. 5 from the navy's transport ship, then 
slowly drove through the island's town center, creating a rare 
traffic jam on a tropical island known for pristine beaches and 
pineapples. 

Yonaguni—located about 200 miles from the Chinese 
mainland—and Ishigaki also are potential homes for Japan's 
first new domestic military outposts in at least a quarter 

century, and the first-ever with combat troops in the largely 
unmanned East China Sea. The SDF plans to break ground in 
Yonaguni next June and, within three years, hopes to house 
100 army troops specializing in coastal surveillance, as well as 
a radar site for the air force, on a cliff-top plot near a rock 
marking Japan's western-most point. 

Currently, the closest military base with combat forces is 
nearly 310 miles away, on the main island of Okinawa. "Right 
now, we have two police officers and their two hand guns. 
That's not enough to protect the island," said Nobuhiro Kinjo, 
a 69-year-old gas station owner and head of a resident group 
supporting the new base on the sleepy island of 1,600 
residents. "We want to host at least 500 troops. If possible, 
1,000." 

Residents compare photos taken on their cellphones of 
what they believe to be Chinese naval ships and submarines. A 
right-leaning party has put up banners on the island warning: 
"A Chinese Attack Is Imminent." 

On Ishigaki, local officials are competing to be chosen to 
host the second new army base Tokyo plans to build in the 
area—a far bigger one with several hundred combat troops. 
"We face a territorial issue as those islands happen to be 
within our town limits. Since we live on the frontiers, we have 
a North Korean missile flying over our head," Yoshitaka 
Nakayama, Ishigaki's mayor, said in an interview last week. 
Since being elected mayor two years ago, Mr. Nakayama, also 
has invited naval ships to make regular calls for refueling and 
rest at its port, departing from the custom of allowing military 
vessels only for emergency drills. 

Those two bases are part of a broader reorientation of 
Japan's military—in terms of geography, troop skills, and 
hardware—from the Cold War focus on a possible ground 
invasion from the north from the Soviet Union, to new threats 
from the south and west. 

Japan's military is also beefing up its fleet of submarines 
and fighter jets, and expanding a missile shield to reinforce the 
aerial defense of the region facing the Korean peninsula and 
the Chinese mainland. Over the past two years, the number of 
ground troops on Okinawa has grown by 15%. Naval vessels 
have for the first time started making regular port calls at the 
smaller islands in the chain. 

Without a marine corps, the SDF has few troops trained in 
water-to-land tactics for defending islands—the most likely 
form of any conflict with China—and no amphibious vehicles 
needed for such an event. 

The military is rushing to fix that. One cold mid-
November morning, 2,000 soldiers from the SDF's Western 
Army took part in a drill that envisioned defending an island 
from enemy forces making a surprise attack from the sea and 
air, an exercise started in 2010. The session took place on a 
vast training ground in the mountains of eastern Kyushu, 
originally set up by the Japanese Imperial Army in the 1890s. 
That followed an exercise on Guam in September where 
Japanese army troops were taught for the first time by U.S. 
marines how to retake an airport or land on the beach in 
rubber boats. 
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7. Island Spat Tests Japan's Coast Guard 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 12 DEC 12) 

ISHIGAKI, Japan -- As Japan's first line of defense in a 
territorial tussle with China, the once-obscure Coast Guard has 
enjoyed a surge in popularity-and also suffered new strains. 

A movie featuring Coast Guard rescuers was among the 
year's biggest box-office hits. The number of applicants 
seeking jobs this year as police officers of the sea has more 
than doubled from a year earlier. Top political parties vying 
for power in coming elections show rare unity when they call 
for more money and people to beef up the maritime agency. 

Behind the limelight, however, the Japan Coast Guard is 
struggling. As the latest island spat with China enters its fourth 
month, the organization with a relatively modest staff and 
budget is growing fatigued, raising concerns about the 
sustainability of the current arrangement. 

"Our people on the front line are giving up days off and 
basic training to do the best they can to patrol our territorial 
waters," Takashi Kitamura, Coast Guard chief, said in late 
November. "Right now, our operations are in a state that most 
people would call stretched thin." 

Since the row escalated in September over the disputed 
islands-known as Senkaku in Japanese and Diaoyu in Chinese-
China has sent maritime patrol ships into sensitive waters 
around the islands nearly continuously. To fend them off, 
Japan, which maintains effective control of the islands, has 
been forced to deploy a large number of patrol ships in the 
area. 

And those ships have come from the civilian Coast 
Guard-run by the Ministry of Land, Infrastructure, Transport 
and Tourism-rather than the Self Defense Forces. To avoid an 
escalation, Tokyo has kept its naval ships away from the area, 
even as the navy's surveillance planes make frequent rounds to 
monitor the Chinese ships. 

Japan's decision to wage a tense cat-and-mouse game 
against China with its lightly armed Coast Guard-crew 
members carry handguns-has raised some fundamental 
questions about national security that many people in this 
pacifist nation haven't faced in decades. Some are questioning 
the nation's ability to defend itself in an emergency. 
Conservative politicians and activists are arguing for a 
military buildup. 

"The Coast Guard fleet is small to begin with, and its 
ships-with no refueling functions-must return to port each time 
they run out of fuel," Shigeru Ishiba, a leader of the opposition 
Liberal Democratic Party-favored to take power in Sunday's 
elections-said last month. "We must make a new law and 
decide how to get the Self Defense Forces involved," added 
the former defense minister. 

The LDP has pledged to "expand the personnel, 
equipment and budget" of the Coast Guard. 

Coast Guard officials don't disclose fleet details, citing 
strategic reasons. But local officials on Ishigaki, an island 
township that administers the Senkakus 180 kilometers (112 
miles) away, estimate as many as 40 to 50 of the Coast 
Guard's 120 larger ships from around the nation are deployed 
in the area's waters at any time, having been redeployed there 
in September. 

"Coast Guard ships from all over Japan have gathered 
here. Our port has become very crowded," Yoshitaka 

Nakayama, Ishigaki's mayor, said in an interview, adding that 
the city plans to build a new pier to handle more Coast Guard 
ships. 

Among the half-dozen ships docked bow-to-bow in 
Ishigaki's marine-blue port one recent day was the Shiretoko, a 
1,000-ton cutter based at the Otaru port on the northern island 
of Hokkaido. The spillover of ships from Ishigaki has been 
sent to ports on the nearby island of Miyako and the main 
island of Okinawa 400 kilometers away. 

The tight deployment schedule has kept many crew 
members on duty without time off for more than a month, 
Coast Guard officials say. That is raising stress levels for 
crews used to shorter shifts lasting two weeks or less. Training 
in critical skills such as shooting and restraining offenders has 
gone by the wayside, while ships that need overhauls have 
received only temporary repairs. 

In September, Japan enacted a new law to expand Coast 
Guard officials' authority, a step taken in response to the last 
spat near the Senkakus in 2010 set off by a Chinese trawler 
ramming into Japanese patrol boats. The new legislation 
allows Coast Guard officials to make arrests on remote 
islands, not just on the water, and reinforced their power to 
expel suspicious foreign vessels from Japanese territorial 
waters. 

The change comes as Coast Guard crews increasingly find 
themselves in harm's way. In August this year, a Japanese 
patrol ship pushed against a boat carrying Hong Kong activists 
to dissuade them from landing on the Senkakus. In a dramatic 
display in September, Coast Guard ships fired water cannons 
to push back Taiwanese trawlers from territorial waters 
surrounding the islands. 

For now, the Coast Guard and its Chinese counterparts are 
fairly well matched. China's several maritime law-enforcement 
agencies have in operation a total of 48 cutters that are 1,000 
tons or larger, including 29 ships belonging to the China 
Maritime Safety Administration, the main entity patrolling the 
East China Sea, according to Masayuki Masuda, an analyst 
with Japan's National Institute for Defense Studies. 

Japan's Coast Guard boasts 51 cutters of equivalent size-
the type needed to patrol in distant waters including the 
Senkaku area. Tokyo took an unusual step last month to use 
funds from a special reserve to front-load the construction of 
four cutters. 

But the total number in Japan is expected to stay flat or 
increase only slightly over the next several years as a number 
of older vessels need to be retired. Mr. Masuda estimates 
China's overall fleet will grow to 72 ships by 2015. 

Meantime, the steep rise in the number of job applicants 
for Japan's Coast Guard isn't leading to growth in the size of 
staff. The Coast Guard has a limited capacity to train young 
crew members to succeed the baby boomers who are retiring 
in droves. Conservative politicians have proposed using 
military reservists to ease the shortage, but officials dismiss 
such an idea, saying that most are army veterans with little 
training on the sea. 

Kameichi Uehara, chief of the fishermen's association in 
Ishigaki, says that in addition to tailing Chinese patrol vessels, 
the Coast Guard has the headache of dealing with Japanese 
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activists who have repeatedly attempted to land on the 
disputed islands despite an official ban. 

"We really hope to see the Coast Guard's capacity beefed 
up," Mr. Uehara said. "We'd rather have white boats protect 

us," he says, referring to the color of the civilian patrol boats. 
"We don't want gray ones." 
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8. U.S. Military To Boost Philippines Presence; China Tells Army To Be Prepared 
(REUTERS 12 DEC 12) ... Manuel Mogato 

U.S. and Philippine officials are expected to agree on an 
increase in the number of U.S. military ships, aircraft and 
troops rotating through the Philippines, Filipino officials said, 
as tensions simmer with China over its maritime claims. 

Though he made no direct reference to the territorial 
disputes, new Chinese Communist Party chief Xi Jinping 
urged his military to prepare for a struggle. He made the 
comments during his visit to a South China Sea fleet ship in 
southern Guangdong province, but did not name any potential 
aggressor. 

Senior U.S. and Philippine officials met on Wednesday in 
Manila to discuss strengthening security and economic ties at 
a time of growing tension over China's aggressive sovereignty 
claims over vast stretches of the disputed South China Sea. 

Philippine defense and diplomatic officials said they 
expected to see more U.S. ships, aircraft and troops for 
training exercises and disaster and relief operations. 

"What we are discussing right now is increasing the 
rotational presence of U.S. forces," Carlos Sorreta, the foreign 
ministry's Assistant Secretary for American Affairs, told 
reporters. A five-year joint U.S.-Philippine military exercise 
plan would be approved this week, he added. 

The size of the increase in the U.S. military assets in the 
Philippines, a former U.S. colony, was unclear. 

Pio Lorenzo Batino, Philippine deputy defence minister, 
said there were "substantial discussions" on a possible new 
framework allowing Washington to put equipment in the 
Southeast Asian state. 

"There has been no discussion yet on specifics ... (these 
are) policy consultations and the specifics would be 
determined by the technical working groups," he told a news 
conference, saying the new framework was discussed in the 
context of increasing rotational presence. 

U.S. Assistant Sevretary of State Kurt Campbell said the 
two allies' relationship was "in a renaissance". 

The discussions come as the Philippines, Australia and 
other parts of the region have seen a resurgence of U.S. 
warships, planes and personnel under Washington's so-called 
"pivot" in foreign, economic and security policy towards Asia 
announced last year. 

Wary of Washington's intentions, China is building up its 
own military. Its claims over most of the South China Sea 
have set it directly against U.S. allies Vietnam and the 

Philippines, while Brunei, Taiwan and Malaysia also claim 
parts of the mineral-rich waters. 

Xi, who assumed the role of military chief about a month 
ago, called on the 2.3-million-strong People's Liberation Army 
to "push forward preparations for a military struggle", state 
news agency Xinhua said. 

Xi, speaking during a three-day inspection of the PLA's 
Guangzhou base starting last Saturday, did not say against 
whom the struggle might be fought. 

His remarks echo those he made a week ago and are a 
common refrain by Chinese leaders. Xi replaced President Hu 
Jintao as chairman of the Central Military Commission on 
November 15. 

Xi also said the army should "modernize" for combat 
readiness, but gave no specific details. 

Military Bases 
U.S. and Philippine officials say there is no plan to revive 

permanent U.S. military bases in the Philippines - the last ones 
were closed in 1992 - and that the increased presence would 
help provide relief during disasters such as a typhoon last 
week that killed more than 700 people. 

"The increase rotation presence is in areas where we have 
been traditionally exercising," said Sorreta. "There are other 
areas for example where we have been experiencing more 
disasters. So we might be expanding exercises there." 

One U.S. official said Washington was not ready to wade 
directly into the territorial dispute in the South China Sea and 
instead would focus on strengthening security ties with long-
standing allies such as the Philippines. 

"I don't think you'll see any real movement on the South 
China Sea," the U.S. official said. 

"I'm sure it will come up, but we aren't trying to step in 
and 'solve' that issue. We really want the solution to be done 
by the claimants themselves and are hoping the Code of 
Conduct discussions move forward," said the official, 
referring to a Code of Conduct aimed at easing the risk of 
naval flashpoints. 

Sorreta told Reuters the Philippines also favored an 
increased deployment of U.S. aircraft and ships "so we can 
make use of them when the need arises", citing last week's 
typhoon. He said they would also welcome more U.S. 
humanitarian supplies. 
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AAFFGGHHAANNIISSTTAANN::  
9. U.S. Defense Chief In Kabul For Talks On Future U.S. Presence 
(REUTERS 12 DEC 12) ... Phil Stewart 

KABUL – U.S. Defense Secretary Leon Panetta arrived 
on an unannounced visit to Kabul on Wednesday for talks 
with military commanders ahead of a decision on how large a 
U.S. military presence to keep in the country after the NATO 
mission ends in 2014. 

Panetta has not disclosed how large a force he thinks will 
be needed, but one U.S. official has told Reuters that figures 
as low as 6,000 U.S. troops were under consideration. 

“The size of that enduring presence is something that the 
president is going to be considering over these next few 
weeks,” Panetta told troops in Kuwait before boarding his 
flight to Kabul. 

Panetta told reporters travelling with him that he would 
meet the top U.S. commander in Afghanistan, General John 
Allen, to discuss options being prepared for Obama’s 
consideration. Obama, he said, would hopefully come to a 
decision “in the next few weeks.” 

Obama, fresh from a re-election victory, has made clear 
his intention to end the 11-year-old war and bring the vast 
majority U.S. forces home by the end of 2014. 

There are 68,000 U.S. troops in the country, a figure 
expected to gradually decline over the next two years, despite 
concerns that the Taliban remains a resilient enemy. 

A report released by the Pentagon this week noted a slight 
rise in Taliban attacks between April and September this year, 
compared with 2011. 

At the same time, it said the insurgency’s refuges in 
Pakistan, endemic corruption and the limited capacity of the 
Afghan state were the greatest risks to Afghanistan’s long-
term stability. 

Panetta, on his fifth trip to Afghanistan since becoming 
defense secretary last year, said he would meet President 
Hamid Karzai. 

He expressed optimism in the growing capabilities of 
Afghan security forces, despite concerns in the United States 
that few units can fully operate without U.S. military support. 

Panetta also noted that the number of so-called insider 
attacks against U.S. forces by Afghan security forces had 
declined, from a high of about 12 in August to two in 
November. 

Those attacks, some of which were claimed by the 
Taliban, were deeply demoralizing and led Allen to revise 
security protocols and bolster sensitivity training of NATO 
forces to avoid accidentally provoking their Afghan 
counterparts. 

“So the steps that were put in place to try to deal with that 
threat I believe have been effective in trying to lower the 
incidents of insider attacks,” he told reporters at the start of 
this week’s trip. 
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10. Panetta, Other U.S. Officials In Kabul Paint Rosy Picture Of Afghan Situation 
(WASHINGTON POST 12 DEC 12) ... Ernesto Londono 

KABUL —With Defense Secretary Leon E. Panetta in 
Kabul to take stock as the Obama administration weighs how 
quickly to draw down troops over the next two years, a senior 
U.S. military commander on Wednesday hailed the progress 
Afghan security forces have made. 

Marine Maj. Gen. Lawrence D. Nicholson, the head of 
operations for the U.S.-led coalition in Afghanistan, said 
NATO troops have begun a radical shift in mission: doing the 
bare minimum to support Afghan troops, who, he said, are 
starting to operate unilaterally. “We’re now un-partnering 
from” Afghan forces, Nicholson told reporters Wednesday 
evening. “We’re at that stage of the fight.” 

If the Pentagon is telling the Obama administration the 
same thing in closed-door briefings, it could give the White 
House justification to accelerate the departure of the 
remaining 66,000 U.S. troops here.  

The assessment Nicholson offered, however, is far rosier 
than the one that U.S. officials have provided recently. They 
have been citing the resilience of the Taliban and the 
shortcomings of the Afghan government and military. 

Just one of 23 Afghan army brigades is able to operate on 
its own without air or other military support from the United 
States or NATO, according to a Pentagon report to Congress 
that was released Monday. 

Nicholson said that although U.S. commanders have 
made “disingenuous” claims in the past about the extent to 
which Afghans were acting as equal partners in joint missions, 
officials now see the Afghan army as ready to operate largely 

on its own, albeit with key logistical and financial support 
from NATO. The new strategy as the United States tries to 
transfer greater responsibility to the Afghan government and 
military is one of “tough love,” Nicholson said. 

“We are pushing them to failure,” he said. “We want them 
to see failure, we want them to smell it, we want them to taste 
it. We just don’t want them to achieve it.” 

Panetta’s trip, likely to be his last official visit to the war 
zone, will give him a chance to consult with American 
commanders and Afghan President Hamid Karzai about the 
future U.S. role here as the decade-long war comes to an end. 

“I look forward to a first-hand view,” Panetta told 
reporters traveling with him. “This will help me as we set the 
groundwork for the decisions that have to be made by the 
president with regards to our enduring presence.” 

The Obama administration is debating how many service 
members it should aim to keep in the country after the U.S. 
combat mission ends at the end of 2014. Once that 
determination is made in the coming weeks, Panetta said, the 
White House will decide how quickly it will draw down the 
remaining forces. 

The former CIA director, making his eighth visit to 
Afghanistan in four years, said he was heartened by what he 
described as signs of progress. 

“It is clear to me that we are today in a far better place 
than we were four years ago, despite some very real 
challenges that remain in the region,” said Panetta, who is 
expected to retire as defense chief in the coming weeks. 
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Those challenges include endemic corruption, weak 
governance, insurgent havens in Pakistan and “a resilient 
Taliban,” he said. 

The corruption challenge was underscored by a report 
released Tuesday by the special inspector general for 
Afghanistan reconstruction. It noted that devices intended to 
detect money laundering at Kabul International Airport 
apparently are not being used. The bulk currency counters, 
which can record the serial number of bills — and detect 
whether U.S. aid money is being smuggled out of the country 
— were not connected to the Internet, or deployed in any other 
way, the report said.  

The inspector general also found that people whom the 
Afghan government designates as VIPs or VVIPs, short for 
“very, very important person,” continue to circumvent the 
cash screening system as they depart the country. 

Panetta said violence is starting to ebb after years of 
escalations, particularly in urban areas. 

The Pentagon report released Monday noted a slight 
uptick in “enemy-initiated attacks” during the reporting period 
— April 1 through Sept. 30 — compared with the same time 
frame the previous year. The 1 percent increase, the report 
said, was influenced by a poor poppy harvesting season, which 
drove more “low-level insurgents” to the battlefield. 

The report noted a sharp increase in attacks in provinces 
in the west and north, which have traditionally been safer than 
the south and east. The military said the rise in attacks in those 
areas comes as insurgents have been pushed out of the 
Helmand River valley in the south. 

The country’s eastern provinces along the Pakistani 
border remain “volatile,” according to the report, although 
Panetta said Pakistan has taken encouraging steps in recent 
months.  

“We are more encouraged with the fact that they want to 
take steps to try to limit the terrorist threat within their own 
country and across the border,” he said. “As always, actions 
have to speak louder than words.” 

The report to Congress included stark language on 
Pakistan, saying that its “passive acceptance of insurgent 
sanctuaries, selectivity in counterinsurgency operations that 
target only Pakistan militants” and failure to interdict 
explosives smuggled across the border “continue to undermine 
security in Afghanistan.” 

Adding to the challenges, a smaller number of insurgents 
are signing up for the Afghan government’s reintegration 
program, the Pentagon report said. From April to September, 
954 insurgents agreed to join the program, which seeks to 
place militants in alternative employment. More than 1,600 
joined during the previous six-month period.  

The report said the declining interest in reintegration, 
which was steepest in the east and south, was the result of 
insecurity in some areas and the meager financial incentive. 
Reintegrated militants get $120 a month for three months to 
aid their transition. 

In a break with tradition, Gen. John R. Allen, the top 
commander of NATO troops in Afghanistan, is not expected 
to brief reporters traveling with Panetta. 

The Marine general, who is expected to leave Kabul early 
next year, has been embroiled in a scandal involving social 
interactions between a socialite and senior commanders at 
U.S. Central Command in Tampa.  

The Pentagon’s inspector general is reviewing the 
propriety of e-mails between Allen and the woman, Jill 
Kelley, who sparked the probe that led CIA chief David H. 
Petraeus to acknowledge an extramarital affair and resign. 
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11. Afghans Urged To Take All Military Tasks Except Aviation 
(BLOOMBERG 12 DEC 12) ... Gopal Ratnam 

Afghan military forces are being pushed to take over all 
operational tasks except aviation missions by 2015, when most 
American and allied troops are scheduled to have departed the 
country, according to a U.S. officer.  

“They should be able to do all the tasks except perhaps 
aviation, close air support, that might be the one outlier we are 
still going to be involved in,” U.S. Marine Corps Major 
General Lawrence Nicholson, the deputy chief of staff for 
operations with the International Security Assistance Force, 
said today in Kabul. “We have 24 months to get that right.”  

Nicholson briefed reporters after U.S. Defense Secretary 
Leon Panetta arrived to meet with military commanders and 
Afghan President Hamid Karzai to discuss troop levels after 
2014, when President Barack Obama has pledged to remove 
most of the 66,000 U.S. forces now in the country.  

“I look forward to having a firsthand view,” Panetta told 
reporters accompanying him on the plane to Kabul. “This will 
help me as we set the groundwork for decisions” to be made 
by Obama.  

U.S. and coalition forces are “not going to be moving 
troops by helicopters, we are not going to be doing 
engineering, explosive ordnance disposal, those things are 

going to be done by them” after 2014, Nicholson said of the 
Afghan forces.  

Nicholson said the coalition forces now are doing less 
“partnering” with Afghan forces, instead providing aviation 
and surface fire support, bomb disposal, route clearance and 
medical evacuation.  

Troop Numbers  
Nicholson declined to say how many troops will be 

required after 2014. The Los Angeles Times today reported 
that the administration may retain as few as 6,000 U.S. troops 
after 2014.  

While the U.S. and Afghanistan signed a strategic 
framework agreement in May that calls for a U.S. troop 
presence beyond 2014, they are now negotiating a “status of 
forces agreement” that would resolve issues such as the U.S. 
insistence on immunity from Afghan legal action against 
personnel who remain.  

A Pentagon report issued Dec. 9 set out a list of 
challenges facing Afghanistan, including terrorist safe havens 
in Pakistan.  

“The Taliban-led insurgency and its al-Qaeda affiliates 
still operate from sanctuaries in Pakistan,” according to the 
report’s executive summary. “The insurgency’s safe havens in 
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Pakistan, the limited institutional capacity of the Afghan 
government and endemic corruption remain the greatest risks 

to long-term stability and sustainable security in Afghanistan.”  
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MMIIDDEEAASSTT::  
12. Assertive Turkey Key To U.S. In Shifting Middle East 
Turkey a key U.S. ally in changing Middle East 
 (REUTERS 12 DEC 12) ... Peter Apps and Nick Tattersall 

WASHINGTON/ISTANBUL -- With its caustic rhetoric 
on Israel and its gold-for-gas trade with Iran, Turkey is not the 
deferential U.S. ally it once was as it carves out a growing role 
in the fast-changing politics of the Middle East. 

The collapse of its ties with the Jewish state have put paid 
to U.S. hopes it could be a broker in the Arab-Israeli conflict, 
while its gold sales to Iran have provided a financial lifeline to 
a government meant to be under the choke of U.S. sanctions. 

Yet despite the strains, the relationship between 
Washington and Ankara is arguably more important than ever. 

Seeking to rebuild ties with the Muslim world after the 
invasion of Iraq and war in Afghanistan, Washington needs all 
the allies it can get as it navigates the swirling political 
currents of the Middle East. 

Turkey, too, needs friends. Its accession negotiations with 
the European Union have stalled, while relations with key 
energy partner Russia are strained over Syria. Turks joke that 
Foreign Minister Ahmet Davutoglu's much vaunted "zero 
problems with the neighbours" policy has turned into "zero 
neighbours." 

In some senses, Washington is the only game in town. 
"They both need each other," said Hayat Alvi, lecturer in 

Middle Eastern politics at the U.S. Naval War College. 
"Turkey and the U.S. will have their differences, 

especially about the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, but that does 
not mean their relationship, however hot and cold it runs, will 
smash into a brick wall and shatter permanently." 

When Barack Obama chose Turkey as his first Muslim 
nation to visit as U.S. President four years ago, he had high 
hopes that the secular democracy could help bridge the divide 
between America and the Islamic world. 

From the stalled Middle East peace process to Iran's 
nuclear programme, Washington saw Turkey as a vital ally, an 
influential broker in a troubled region with common interests 
ranging from energy security to counter-terrorism. 

Turkey, meanwhile, saw Obama's visit as overdue 
recognition for its efforts to mediate between Israel and Syria, 
to bring warring Palestinian factions together, and to patch up 
differences between Pakistan and Afghanistan. An 
endorsement, in short, of its newly assertive foreign policy. 

Four years on, the world has changed. 
The Arab Spring has redrawn the political map of the 

Middle East and Turkey has tried to bolster its influence. 
Quick to champion the pro-democracy uprisings which 

saw decades-old dictatorships unseated in Tunisia, Libya and 
Egypt, it has become one of Syrian President Bashar al-
Assad's bitterest enemies and grown openly critical of U.S. 
reluctance to intervene in a war that risks spilling onto its soil. 

Once Israel's only Muslim ally, its relations with the 
Jewish state have also collapsed and, with them, the role 
Washington had hoped Turkey might play as a credible 
broker. 

"Our relations with Israel are the lynchpin of the role 
Turkey can play in this region," said Faruk Logoglu, former 
Turkish ambassador to Washington and vice chairman of the 
main opposition Republican People's Party (CHP). 

"When the state of relations with Israel is as it is now, we 
are out of the Middle East peace process, out of the Middle 
East equation, we are just a party to the conflict," he said. 

"Turkey probably created a still unstated disappointment 
in many circles in Washington for really failing to play the 
leadership role a lot of people thought it could." 

Intelligence Relationship 
Flanked by the EU to the west, Syria, Iraq and Iran to the 

east and Russia to the north, Turkey's location makes it a vital 
listening post on a troubled region. When it comes to military 
and intelligence cooperation, officials on both sides say its 
relationship with the United States has rarely been stronger. 

Turkish support and bases have proved vital, for example, 
to U.S. forces in Afghanistan, while Turkey hosts a NATO 
radar system, operated by U.S. forces, in its eastern province 
of Malatya to help defend against any regional threat from 
Iran. 

It has always been a prickly relationship, driven more by 
a mutual need for intelligence than any deep cultural affinity. 

Prime Minister Tayyip Erdogan's AK Party, made up of 
former Islamists, conservatives and pro-business liberals, is 
wary of being viewed as a U.S. puppet. His populist rhetoric, 
sometimes appearing at odds with U.S. interests, is aimed at a 
home crowd suspicious of Washington's influence. 

The most striking recent example was his branding of 
Israel as a "terrorist state" during fighting in the Gaza Strip 
last month, comments which earned a swift rebuke from 
Washington but which were largely dismissed by diplomats as 
another example of him playing to the gallery. 

Ties between Israel and Turkey, once Israel's only 
Muslim ally, crumbled after Israeli marines stormed a ship in 
2010 to enforce a naval blockade of the Palestinian-run Gaza 
Strip. Nine Turks were killed, Israel's ambassador was 
expelled from Ankara, and military cooperation was 
frozen.Turkey demands an apology. 

It was not what Obama had hoped for. 
"Turkey has a long history of being an ally and a friend of 

both Israel and its neighbours. And so it can occupy a unique 
position in trying to resolve some of these differences," the 
U.S. president said during his 2009 visit to Ankara. 

Both sides talk down their differences and have come 
through trouble spots before, not least when Turkey refused to 
let U.S. forces use its territory as a springboard for the 2003 
invasion of Iraq or when it voted against U.N. sanctions on 
Iran in 2010. 

Erdogan has voiced frustration at the idea that Turkey, 
heavily dependent on imported energy, might need to further 
cut its oil and gas imports from Iran to comply with U.S. 



 16

sanctions meant to choke funding for Tehran's disputed 
nuclear programme. 

Turkey has won waivers by trimming its Iranian oil 
purchases but, frozen out of the global banking system, Tehran 
has sharply increased its purchases of gold bullion from 
Turkey as payment for gas imports, raising Washington's 
concern. 

An irritant, maybe, but not one that officials see as 
jeopardising the wider relationship. 

"I don't think there's ice in the relationship. We have 
extensive cooperation with the United States in every field 
from foreign policy and counter-terrorism to trade and energy 
security," said a Turkish government official. 

"In any healthy relationship you don't see eye to eye on 
every topic, and you don't hide the truth from your partner." 

Turkish-Egyptian Axis 
The strength of Turkey's relationship with the United 

States will face at least two major tests in the months and 
years ahead. The first will be its role in fostering stability in a 
post-Assad Syria, the second its ability to re-establish itself as 
a useful contributor to the Middle East peace process. 

Syria has already proved a stumbling block. 
Turkish officials complain that while Washington 

encouraged Turkish support for the Syrian opposition in the 
early days of the revolt against Assad, it has since left Ankara 
to manage the consequences alone, including an influx of 
more than 130,000 refugees and mortar shells and gunfire 
spilling over the border. 

"There is a sense of disappointment over the lack of U.S. 
action in Syria, and I think that's understandable," said former 
U.S. ambassador to Turkey James Jeffrey, now with the 
Washington Institute on Near East Affairs. 

"Assad will almost certainly not go without a fight and 
quite possibly another push from the U.S. such as a no-fly 
zone or other action." 

With little sign of a thaw in the standoff with Israel, 
Turkey's ability to influence the Arab-Israeli conflict may lie 
more in its blossoming relationship with Egypt, whose new 
Islamist President Mohamed Mursi was praised by Obama for 
helping broker a ceasefire in Gaza last month. 

Ankara is sensitive to suggestions that its role as 
peacemaker is being eclipsed by Cairo. Erdogan said Turkey 
played an "influential role" in reaching last month's peace 
deal, while Davutoglu has said Egypt and Turkey are not 
"competitors for leadership in the region." 

Turkey has moved to strengthen ties with Mursi. Erdogan, 
government ministers and business leaders have visited Cairo, 
though how quickly that relationship will be able to develop 
given Egypt's deepening political crisis remains to be seen. 

"There is a clear shift in how Ankara views its 
relationship with Cairo, there is a willingness to move towards 
closer cooperation, to create an Egyptian-Turkish axis," said 
Sinan Ulgen of the Centre for Economic and Foreign Policy 
Studies. 

"This could be seen by some of the actors in the region as 
a Sunni alliance, a perception that needs to be taken into 
consideration," he said. 

The bottom line is that Washington may simply have to 
get used to a Turkey that increasingly walks its own path and 
that, while mindful of U.S. interests, is unafraid to challenge 
them. 

"For decades, American leaders... proclaimed democratic 
Turkey as a NATO, pro-Israeli bastion in the Middle East 
even as they knew Turkish foreign and security policy was in 
the hands of its military," wrote author and geopolitics expert 
Robert Kaplan in his book "The Revenge of Geography." 

"Finally, in the early 21st century, Turkey... emerged as 
truly politically, economically and culturally democratic... and 
the result was a relatively anti-American, anti-Israeli Turkey." 
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13. Turkey Plans To Build Up To 8 Frigates 
(DEFENSE NEWS 12 DEC 12) ... Umit Enginsoy and Burak Ege Bekdil 

ANKARA — Turkey plans to build four frigates with 
assistance from foreign shipyards and likely will fund an 
additional four for a total cost of about $7 billion, after the 
current production of eight corvettes is completed between 
2015 and 2020, a senior procurement official said. 

The official said the frigates would be built in private 
shipyards but will include the contribution of foreign bidders, 
as the program is too complex for local companies. 

The Undersecretariat for Defense Industries has said air 
defense frigates are needed to defend against weapons fired by 
aircraft and other platforms, and to provide command and 
control, early warning, reconnaissance, surface warfare, 
underwater warfare, electronic warfare and air defense 
warfare. 

The procurement official said that Lockheed Martin, BAe 
Systems and Navantia were ready to participate in the 
program, due to be finished in 2023, the 100th anniversary of 
the Turkish Republic. 

The frigates, known as the TF2000, are supposed to be 
able to cruise at 18 knots with a maximum speed of 28 knots. 

Turkish firm Aselsan will develop a multipurpose radar to 
counter the air threats, but the program lacks armament such 
as the U.S. Standard Missile 2, which Turkish officials are 
seeking to obtain. 

The TF2000, as could be understood from its obsolete 
name, actually was designed in the 1990s, but could not be 
finalized at the time due to a series of financial crises. 

The procurement official said this should be the last Navy 
program that will require foreign participation. 
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14. Opponents Of Egypt’s Morsi-Backed Charter Urge ‘No’ Vote Instead Of Boycott 
(WASHINGTON POST 12 DEC 12) ... Stephanie McCrummen 

CAIRO — Egypt’s fractious opposition urged its 
supporters Wednesday to vote “no” on a contentious Islamist-
backed draft constitution but left open the possibility of 
boycotting Saturday’s vote altogether if several conditions 
were not met. 

Hamdeen Sabahi, a leader of the opposition National 
Salvation Front, called the charter “distorted and flawed and 
lacking the most important condition, which is national 
agreement.” 

“For this, the Front has decided to call for Egyptians to go 
to the polls and vote ‘no,’ ” Sabahi said at a news conference. 

But the decision — coming just three days before voting 
begins in Egypt — will probably have little practical impact 
on the street, according to analysts, who say the opposition is 
vastly out-organized by President Mohamed Morsi’s powerful 
Muslim Brotherhood supporters. 

The referendum, which is already underway for Egyptians 
living abroad and will begin Saturday for the 51 million 
eligible voters inside the country, comes amid legal chaos, 
with the judiciary as divided as the country itself. 

In Egypt, judges are required to supervise ballot boxes 
during elections and referendums — which means that every 
ballot box must be under the constant observation of judges 
during the voting process. 

At the moment, however, some of the country’s most 
powerful judicial organizations have sided with the opposition 
and have refused to help supervise the referendum, citing what 
they consider to be an array of legal problems with the way 
Morsi and his Islamist supporters approved the draft charter 
and called for the vote. Other judges have sided with Morsi 
and agreed to supervise the vote, and it remains to be seen 
how many sign up for duty Saturday. 

Anticipating a shortage, Egypt’s electoral commission 
said early Wednesday that voting would take place on two 
consecutive Saturdays. Ten provinces, including Cairo and 
most urban areas, will vote Saturday, and the rest will vote 
Dec. 22, although that decision may be legally challenged. An 
election law requires that the referendum be held within 15 
days of the approval of the charter by the assembly that 
drafted it; the second Saturday would stretch beyond that time 
frame. 

In its statement, the National Salvation Front outlined 
four conditions that must be met to avoid a boycott by its 
supporters, including that the referendum be completed in one 
day. The other terms include providing for security at polling 
places, a prompt reading of vote tallies and the presence of 
international observers. 

The process of drafting Egypt’s new charter and the 
document itself have revealed a profound gulf in how Egypt’s 
revolutionaries see themselves and their future, with Islamists 
on one side and a loose alliance of liberals, secularists, 
Christians and figures from the ousted regime of Hosni 
Mubarak on the other. 

Attempts in recent days to bridge the sizable divide have 
failed. 

Opposition leaders, including Nobel Peace Prize winner 
Mohamed ElBaradei, refused to take part in a “national 
dialogue” Morsi called last week to solve the political crisis. 
An attempt by the head of the military to bring an array of 
Egyptians together for talks Wednesday was postponed 
indefinitely because of low attendance. In rival street protests 
over the past two weeks, each side has called the other 
illegitimate. 
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15. Iran Says It Can Make Copy Of Captured CIA Drone 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 12 DEC 12) ... Ali Akbar Dareini 

TEHRAN — Iran is now capable of manufacturing its 
own copies of an advanced CIA spy drone captured last year, 
a senior Iranian lawmaker said Wednesday. 

Avaz Heidarpour, a member of the parliament's national 
security committee, said experts have reverse-engineered the 
RQ-170 Sentinel drone, and Iran now is capable of launching 
a production line for the unmanned aircraft. 

“Iranian experts examined and analyzed the RQ-170 
drone. Its parts were brought down so that all files and boards 
of the drone were copied and used to improve Iran’s 
unmanned aircraft,” he told the parliament’s website, icana.ir, 
on Wednesday. 

Mr. Heidarpour said production of RQ-170 drone cost the 
U.S. around $20 billion, but the expensive technology is now 
in Iran’s possession through reverse engineering. 

The Sentinel went down last December. Iran claimed it 
took control of it and landed it, but U.S. officials said the 
drone malfunctioned and had to land. They eventually 
confirmed the plane was monitoring Iran’s military and 
nuclear facilities. Washington asked for it back, but Iran 
refused and instead released photos of Iranian officials 
studying the aircraft. 

Iranian officials said the data recovered from the drone 
showed it did not carry out any missions on Iran’s nuclear 
facilities. 

Iranian officials frequently announce technological and 
military breakthroughs, most of which are impossible to 
confirm independently. 

Mohammad Mahdinejad, Iran’s deputy minister of 
science, research and technology, said last week that Tehran is 
exporting its domestically manufactured drones to several 
countries, including Syria and Venezuela. 

Mr. Mahdinejad said that Iran is now a global leader in 
drone technology and that its export of drones to other 
countries demonstrated of Iran’s advanced capability in 
designing and operating unmanned aircraft. 

Mr. Heidarpour’s comment came two days after Iran’s 
Revolutionary Guard said it had decoded all data from the 
drone that went down near Iran’s eastern border with 
Afghanistan. 

Tehran previously said it had recovered information from 
the top-secret stealth aircraft, but the Guard’s announcement 
suggested that technicians may have broken encryptions. 

Last week, the Guard claimed it had captured another 
U.S. drone after it entered Iranian airspace over the Persian 
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Gulf, showing an image of what it said was a Boeing-designed 
ScanEagle drone on state TV. 

The ScanEagle is a small, relatively simple drone. The 
U.S. has said none of its drones was missing, but one or more 
might have fallen into the sea over the past months. 

The Islamic Republic has been trumpeting its possession 
of the drones in an attempt to embarrass Washington over its 
alleged surveillance of Iran’s disputed nuclear program. 

Guard commanders said Iran had previously acquired a 
ScanEagle drone and produced a copy of it, but they have not 
provided evidence to back up their claim. 

Last month, Tehran claimed that a U.S. drone violated its 
airspace. The Pentagon said an unmanned Predator aircraft 
came under fire at least twice while flying over international 
waters, but it was not hit. 
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AAFFRRIICCAA::  
16. U.S. Officially Expands Terror List Into West Africa 
(THE HILL 12 DEC 12) ... Carl Munoz 

A former al Qaeda-affiliated terrorist group based in West 
Africa has become the latest member on the State 
Department's rapidly growing list of officially recognized 
terror organizations, according to recently released department 
documents.  

The group known as the Movement for Unity and Jihad in 
West Africa (MUJWA), and its top two commanders, Hamad 
el Khairy and Ahmed el Tilemsi, are now banned from 
receiving any material support from the U.S. citizens, and any 
assets located in U.S. territories have been frozen as a result.  

Secretary of State Hillary Clinton approved the move to 
put MUJWA and its leaders on the list, alongside groups like 
the Iranian-backed Hezbollah, Pakistan-based Haqqani 
Network and al Qaeda, earlier this month.  

The official State Department notification of the group's 
addition to the list was publicly released on Wednesday.  

The group is responsible for numerous kidnappings-for-
ransom incidents in Western Africa, as well as various attacks 
against military and government targets in Algeria and 
elsewhere, according to the State Department.  

The decision to add the West African terror cell to the list 
comes as the Pentagon and White House turn their focus to al 
Qaeda's ongoing efforts to establish a safe haven in Northern 
Mali.  

Insurgent fighters with ties to al Qaeda's Africa cell, 
known as al Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb (AQIM), have 
established a stronghold in Mali wake of a successful coup in 
the country.  

Bands of MUJWA gunmen, known as the "Brigades of 
Osama Bin Laden" in honor of the slain al Qaeda leader, are 
fighting alongside AQIM forces in an effort to keep Malian 
troops out of northern Mali.  

Gen. Carter Ham, head of Africa Command, told 
reporters in July that AQIM has quietly emerged as the al 
Qaeda's strongest and best-funded faction. 

MUJWA members were originally part of AQIM's West 
Africa cell until last September, when the group's leaders 
decided to break away from the al Qaeda faction and operate 
independently on the continent.  

The United Nations recently authorized Secretary-General 
Ban Ki-moon to help Mali draft a counterterrorism plan to 
regain control of the north. Recent efforts by the Malian 
military to flush out the group have been unsuccessful.  

French diplomats agreed to deploy a number of unmanned 
surveillance drones to the region, in an attempt to support the 
Malian government's offensive against the terror group in 
October.  

For their part, Pentagon officials have denied any effort to 
begin conducting unilateral military operations in Mali to oust 
AQIM and its affiliates from the country.  

However, Mali has been a long-time American ally in 
Africa, with U.S. special operations forces attached to Joint 
Special Operations Command-Trans Sahara conducting a 
number of military training operations there over the past 
several years.  

That said, the first in a slew of Army units designed to 
expand American military presence across the globe is 
heading Africa Command, tasked with forging and increasing 
military cooperation with U.S. allies on the continent.  

Members of the Army's 2nd Brigade, 1st Infantry 
Division will rotate into Africa Command's headquarters in 
Europe "and other regions to bolster our alliances and 
partnerships," Deputy Defense Secretary Ash Carter said in 
October.  

Those units "will help building partner capacity through 
bilateral and multilateral training and theater security 
cooperation" in Africa and elsewhere, he added at the time.  
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PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
17. Proposed COLA Cut Riles Vets Groups 
(NAVY TIMES 12 DEC 12) ... Rick Maze 

A small proposed change is creating some big complaints 
as the White House and Congress toy with the idea of 
changing how cost-of-living adjustments are calculated as a 
money-saving maneuver. 

Sixteen military and veterans’ organizations, including 
Veterans of Foreign Wars, Iraq and Afghanistan Veterans of 
America and the National Military Family Association, have 
lined up against a change that would reduce the annual COLA 
by 0.3 to 0.5 percentage points a year. 
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This change would save about $208 billion over 10 years 
— a sizeable chunk of the goal of achieving $1.2 trillion in 
deficit reduction. The plan assumes that consumers facing 
higher prices on goods and services may simply decide not to 
spend any money, or substitute lower-cost products or 
services. 

Under the new formula, known as the “chained Consumer 
Price Index,” what would have been a 2 percent COLA, for 
example, would be as low as 1.5 percent. 

No decision has been made about adopting the revised 
formula, but the change being considered during budget 
negotiations would apply to most federal entitlement 
programs, including 3.2 million veterans receiving disability 
compensation, 2.3 million military retirees and 9 million 
veterans receiving Social Security. 

In a letter to congressional leaders, the 16 organizations 
say the change will have a big effect on veterans and retirees, 
with a bigger impact on those who receive benefits for the 
longest period — because they were disabled at a young age, 
live a long life, or both. 

For a veteran with a service-connected disability rated at 
100 percent who started receiving disability pay at age 30, 
benefits would be reduced by $1,425 a year at age 45 under 
the revised COLA formula, $2,341 a year at age 55 and 
$3,231 a year at age 65, the letter says. 

A veteran receiving Social Security who retires at age 65 
would receive a benefit that is $600 less a year at age 75, 
$1,000 less a year at age 85 and $1,400 less a year at age 95, 
according to the letter. 

The letter does not calculate the effect on military retired 
pay, but when the idea was proposed two years ago, it was 
estimated to reduce the lifetime value of military retired pay 
by about 6 percent. An E-7 retiring this year with 20 years of 
service would, over 40 years, receive $109,335 less in retired 

pay. An O-5 retiring this year with 20 years of service would 
receive $207,991 less over 40 years. 

In their joint letter, the military and veterans’ groups say 
the current COLA formula already understates costs facing 
retirees and the disabled because it does not take into account 
the possibility that they are paying more for health care than 
younger, healthier people. 

“Although veterans who have service-connected 
disabilities and those receiving pension benefits are eligible 
for VA health care, they may still be impacted by rising out-
of-pocket health care costs. Adopting the chained CPI would 
make the situation worse,” the letter says. 

“We agree that political leaders need to restore fiscal 
discipline, but we believe it should be done with great care 
and without reneging on this country’s promises to veterans, 
including the promises of Social Security and VA disability 
compensation and pension benefits — all of which are modest 
in size,” the letter says. 

“Many veterans who rely on these programs live on fixed 
incomes and very tight budgets. For them, every dollar of 
hard-earned benefits counts in meeting basic expenses, 
attaining quality of life, and building a better future for 
themselves and those who depend on them. For many of them, 
reducing the annual COLA would mean real sacrifice.” 

The letter was signed by the Air Force Women Officers 
Associated, American Military Retirees Association, 
American Military Society, Association of the United States 
Navy, Blinded Veterans Association, Gold Star Wives, Iraq 
and Afghanistan Veterans of America, Jewish War Veterans, 
Military Officers Association of America, National 
Association for Uniformed Services, National Guard 
Association of the United States, National Military Family 
Association, Paralyzed Veterans of America, Veterans for 
Common Sense, VetsFirst, and Vietnam Veterans of America. 
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MMAARRIINNEE  CCOORRPPSS::  
18. Medal Of Honor Request Is Rejected 
(LOS ANGELES TIMES 13 DEC 12) ... Tony Perry 

The secretary of Defense has decided not to overrule his 
predecessor and posthumously award the Medal of Honor to 
Marine Sgt. Rafael Peralta of San Diego, Rep. Duncan Hunter 
(R-Alpine) announced Wednesday. 

The decision by Defense Secretary Leon E. Panetta means 
the Navy Cross awarded to Peralta for heroism during the 
2004 battle in Fallouja, Iraq, will not be upgraded to the 
nation's highest award for combat courage. 

Hunter had petitioned Panetta to overturn the decision 
made by then-Defense Secretary Robert Gates in 2008. Gates 
ruled that conflicting evidence made it inappropriate to award 
the Medal of Honor. 

Peralta, 25, an immigrant from Mexico, was killed during 
house-to-house fighting in November 2004. 

Marines who were with Peralta during the battle swore 
that, although mortally wounded, he reached out to smother a 
grenade with his body, saving the lives of several Marines. 
But a pathologist's report concluded that Peralta was already 

brain dead from friendly fire and thus any actions were not 
taken intentionally. 

Hunter, who served in Iraq and Afghanistan as a Marine 
officer, petitioned Panetta to upgrade the Navy Cross based on 
a recently released documentary film that seems to undermine 
the pathologist's conclusion about how Peralta died and Gates' 
conclusion that the grenade detonated one to three feet from 
Peralta's left leg. 

The film showed no injury consistent with a grenade 
explosion occurring next to Peralta's body, Hunter said. 

Hunter said he was informed of Panetta's decision by Jeh 
Johnson, general counsel of the Department of Defense. 
Hunter called Panetta's decision "disappointing." 

The Marine Corps and Navy Secretary Ray Mabus have 
consistently requested that Peralta be awarded the Medal of 
Honor. The Medal of Honor, Hunter said, is "the only award 
that Sgt. Peralta deserves." 

The Peralta family was notified Wednesday morning, 
Hunter said. 
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AAVVIIAATTIIOONN::  
19. Helicopter Crashes At North Island; 4 People Reported Hospitalized  
Coronado fire department is assisting with rescue efforts, police say. Dispatches from emergency responders 
indicate their injuries are not life threatening. 
(IMPERIAL BEACH (CA) PATCH 13 DEC 12) ... Jennifer Vigil and Khari Johnson 

Coronado police have confirmed that a helicopter was 
involved in an accident at North Island Naval Air Station late 
Wednesday, and said they have not been called in for aid, but 
a battalion chief from the fire department is on scene. 

Media reports, including from U-T San Diego and CBS8, 
indicate four people were aboard the military helicopter, 
which may have live ammunition aboard – though a scanner-
monitoring service reported that first responders said by 
midnight none had been found.  

A Navy spokesman told U-T San Diego that the 
helicopter is a MH 60R Seahawk and that the injured were 
taken to San Diego Naval Medical Center. 

He did not have an update on their conditions, but the 
scanner monitor said the injuries suffered by those involved in 
the crash are not considered critical or life threatening. 

The spokesman also characterized the accident as a “hard 
landing,” not a crash, as earlier reports had indicated. 

The local ABC affiliate, Channel 10, had reported earlier 
that two people were taken to Scripps Mercy and two to 
UCSD Medical Center in San Diego. 

First reports of the crash came in before 11:20 p.m., 
indicating that the aircraft had hit a building. According to 
recent broadcasts over the police and fire bands, everything 
west of the North Island control tower is closed, and base 
command is considering closing the entire airfield. 

More than 150 helicopters are based at NAS North Island, 
the Navy's West Coast Master Helicopter Base, according to 
the Department of Defense. 

NAS North Island helicopter squadrons train at Naval 
Outlying Landing Field Imperial Beach. 

According to militaryaerospace.com the MH-60R 
Seahawk is a twin turboshaft engine, multi-mission helicopter 
based on the UH-60 Black Hawk and can be armed with Mk-
54 torpedoes and Hellfire missiles.  
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FF--3355::  
20. Canada Reviews Plans To Buy F-35 Fighter Jets 
(NEW YORK TIMES 13 DEC 12) ... Ian Austen and Christopher Drew 

Canada said Wednesday that it would reconsider plans to 
buy 65 F-35 fighter jets after an independent audit found that 
the sophisticated stealth planes would cost substantially more 
than the government had promised. 

The decision was an unusual step back by Stephen 
Harper, the prime minister, who has been a strident defender 
of the purchase despite widespread public criticism of the 
price. Two cabinet ministers said an independent panel would 
review a variety of options, including a version of Boeing’s 
Super Hornet fighter as well as sticking with the F-35, made 
by Lockheed Martin. 

“We have hit the reset button and are taking the time to do 
a complete assessment of all available aircraft,” Rona 
Ambrose, the public works minister, told reporters in Ottawa. 

The announcement came after the auditor, KPMG, 
estimated that Canada would spend $45.8 billion to buy and 
operate the planes over 42 years, the expected life span. 

When Peter MacKay, the defense minister, first 
announced Canada’s plan to buy the F-35 in 2010, he said the 
purchase price was $9 billion, but declined to provide 
operating cost estimates. The next year during an election 
campaign, the Conservatives put the total cost over 20 years at 
$16 billion. 

If Canada were to back out of the project, it would be a 
blow to Lockheed and the Pentagon, which is counting on 
foreign sales to help reduce the cost of building each of the 
planes. 

The F-35 was conceived as the Chevrolet of the sky, a 
radar-evading aircraft that could be built relatively cheaply 
and adapted to the needs of the Air Force, Navy and Marines. 

But almost from the start, development of the planes and 
their sophisticated gear proved far more costly and difficult 
than anticipated. 

The plane is now projected to be the most expensive 
weapons program in history, with the Pentagon spending $396 
billion to buy 2,443 planes by the late 2030s. The United 
States is counting on 10 allies to buy at least 700 more. 

To meet the Pentagon’s targets of $79 million to $106 
million a plane, depending on the model, Lockheed needs to 
increase its economies of scale by spreading the costs across 
as many planes as possible. Canada’s hesitancy about the 
project could add to worries among the allies about the plane’s 
cost. 

This year, economically troubled Italy cut its planned F-
35 order by 30 percent. Britain and Australia have delayed 
decisions on how many F-35s to buy. And lawmakers in the 
Netherlands are also questioning the jet’s cost. 

The Pentagon and Lockheed have stepped up their efforts 
to reassure those countries and persuaded two others, Israel 
and Japan, to sign on. 

“You have to wonder when a slip becomes a slide with 
this program,” said Richard L. Aboulafia, an analyst with the 
Teal Group in Fairfax, Va. “This is not a simple question of a 
fighter from a new generation all by itself in the market. There 
is price pressure and there’s a growing cost-consciousness 
among all customers.” 

Until recently, the ruling Conservative Party in Canada 
swiftly rejected any suggestion that the country not buy the F-
35s. Two years ago, Mr. Harper said that critics of the 
acquisition were “playing politics with the lives of our men 
and women in uniform.” 
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But after the office of the Auditor General of Canada 
released a report in March indicating that the planes would 
cost much more than the $16 billion the government had 
indicated, Mr. Harper’s aides began edging away from the 
program and hired KPMG to produce the new cost estimates. 

Ms. Ambrose and Mr. MacKay repeatedly used the word 
“reset” on Wednesday and avoided questions about what that 
step would mean in evaluating alternatives. The ministers and 
officials, however, did make it clear that no decision had been 
made to start a formal competition among aircraft 
manufacturers and acknowledged that it remained possible 
that Canada would stick with the F-35. 

The review, Mr. MacKay said, would “ensure that a 
balance is maintained between the military needs and taxpayer 
interests.” 

Canada’s concerns about the costs of the F-35s come as 
American officials worry that the F-35’s huge price tag could 
make it a target for budget cutters in Washington as well. The 
Pentagon has already slowed the program to fix technical 
problems and reduce the immediate costs. 

Pentagon and Lockheed officials sought on Wednesday to 
play down the developments in Canada. 

Lt. Col. Melinda F. Morgan, a Pentagon spokeswoman, 
said the KPMG cost estimate for Canada was in line with the 
Pentagon’s current projections for the cost of the planes. 

She said that Canada’s decision to review its options 
seemed similar to a high-level review the Pentagon conducted 

in 2010 when problems were mounting with the planes. Top 
Pentagon officials determined then that they had no alternative 
that could provide the same capability. 

Lockheed issued a statement noting it had worked with 
Canada’s armed forces for 50 years and looked forward to 
continuing the relationship. 

The KPMG study said that if Canada wanted to stick to 
the original $9 billion price, it would be able to buy only 55 
planes. 

Possible alternatives to the F-35 include an updated 
version of Boeing’s F/A-18 Hornet, called the Super Hornet, 
and several European models. The Royal Canadian Air Force 
currently flies CF-18s, a version of the Hornet. While some of 
Canada’s jets date back about 30 years, Mr. MacKay said 
Wednesday that the fleet could be kept operational for at least 
another decade. 

In the past, Mr. MacKay and others have emphasized the 
need for Canada’s next generation of fighters to include the 
radar-evading stealth technology found on the F-35. But 
several military analysts in Canada have noted that the 
country’s air force had not been actively involved in first 
strikes, where stealth would be most crucial. Others have 
questioned using the single-engine F-35 for patrols in remote 
Arctic regions, a primary mission for Canada’s military. 

Separately on Wednesday, the government also reduced 
its estimate of business that Canadian companies were likely 
to win from F-35 contracts to $9.8 billion from $12 billion. 

Return to Index 
 

21. Pentagon Cuts Cost Of F-35 Fighters By 4 Percent: Sources 
(REUTERS 12 DEC 12) ... Andrea Shalal-Esa 

WASHINGTON – The Pentagon will pay about 4 percent 
less for each new Lockheed Martin Corp F-35A fighter jet 
when it signs a deal worth $3.8 billion with the No. 1 U.S. 
defense contractor on Friday, according to sources familiar 
with the deal. 

Each of the 22 conventional takeoff and landing jets in the 
fifth production contract will cost around $107 million, 
excluding the engine, said the sources, who were not 
authorized to speak publicly. 

That compares to a price of $111.6 million for the F-35As 
to be used by the Air Force that were included in the fourth 
contract with Lockheed. 

The contract for 32 jets also includes 3 B-models for the 
U.S. Marine Corps, which can land vertically, and seven C-
models to be used on aircraft carriers for the U.S. Navy. 

The Defense Department is negotiating a separate 
contract with Pratt & Whitney, a unit of United Technologies 
Corp, for the engines that will power the new warplanes. 
Pentagon officials hope to conclude that deal by year end. 

A senior defense official said the Pentagon plans to sign 
the deal with Lockheed on Friday, a long-awaited agreement 
that moves forward the most costly weapons program in U.S. 
history and should make future negotiations easier. 

The deal gives Lockheed a 12-percent profit margin, 
according to Loren Thompson, a defense consultant with close 
ties to the company. 

Lockheed shares closed 19 cents or 0.21 percent lower at 
$91.81 on the New York Stock Exchange on Wednesday. 

The government also expects to reach an agreement soon 
with Lockheed on early funding for a sixth group of F-35s, a 

step that could help reduce a potential $1.1 billion liability the 
weapons maker faced from work it had already done on the 
jets without a signed contract, the official said. 

The final amount of the contract will be determined on 
Friday, since it must factor in the exchange rate of the British 
pound, said the official, who spoke on condition of anonymity. 

The Pentagon announced on November 30 that it had 
reached an agreement in principle with Lockheed on the fifth 
production contract after a year of arduous negotiations, 
saying it aimed to finalize terms by the end of the year. 

The contract will also pay for manufacturing support 
equipment, instrumentation for flight testing and other mission 
equipment needed for the new radar-evading warplanes. 

Signing the contract before year-end will safeguard funds 
for the F-35 from $52.3 billion in automatic budget cuts due to 
kick in on January 2 for fiscal 2013 unless Congress acts. 

It also will allow Lockheed and its suppliers on the 
program — Northrop Grumman Corp and Britain’s BAE 
Systems Plc — to log additional orders in their 2012 results. 

Thompson said the new unit cost of the A-models 
included $95 million in the actual cost of the planes, a 12 
percent profit margin for Lockheed, plus some funds for 
retrofits to address problems discovered during testing, which 
is ongoing. 

“This represents a moderate reduction in the cost of each 
plane,” he said. 

Lockheed officials had said last month that the company 
expected to reduce labor costs by 14 percent from the actual 
costs of the fourth lot. 
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Separately, Canada — one of the eight international 
partners helping to develop the new plane — on Wednesday 
scrapped a controversial plan to buy 65 F-35 jets from 
Lockheed, saying that it would evaluate all available options 
for acquiring new fighter jets. 

The Conservative government said an independent panel 
would look at possible replacements for the country’s aging 
fleet of CF-18 fighters, but could still buy the F-35 if it turns 
out to be the best option. 

Pentagon spokeswoman Lieutenant Colonel Melinda 
Morgan said Canada remained a partner in the F-35 program. 

She said the review Canada was now undertaking was similar 
to one run by the United States in 2010, which found no 
alternative fighter that could provide the necessary capability 
at lower cost. 

“We look forward to working with our Canadian Partners, 
along with the other partner nations, to drive to affordable 
acquisition of the F-35,” Morgan said. 

Canada’s decision to launch a new competition is not 
expected to have much short-term impact on the F-35 program 
since Canada was only slated to start buying jets in several 
years. 
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SSUURRFFAACCEE  FFLLEEEETT::  
22. S.D. Destroyer Tracked N. Korea Missile  
Benfold Sailors sent to Korean Peninsula ahead of launch 
(SAN DIEGO UNION TRIBUNE 12 DEC 12) ... Jeanette Steele 

San Diego sailors were on watch as North Korea launched 
an intercontinental ballistic missile yesterday evening. 

The San Diego-based destroyer Benfold was one of three 
U.S. Navy ships sent in advance to the Korean Peninsula 
region in anticipation of North Korea's launch attempts. 

North Korea had announced plans to put a satellite into 
orbit atop a ballistic missile sometime between Dec. 10 and 
Dec. 22, then said technical problems could cause a delay. 

The U.S. warships tracked yesterday's launch and had 
“solid radar contact on the missile,” a defense official told U-T 
San Diego. Ships from South Korea's navy and Japan's self-
defense force were also on watch. 

ABC News reported Wednesday that the ships were never 
close to shooting down the missile because it was quickly 
determined that it would not pose a threat to the United States. 

The other American ships in the region are the cruiser 
Shiloh and and the destroyer Fitzgerald, both from the U.S. 
Navy base in Yokosuka, Japan. 

Some U.S. Navy destroyers have been upgraded for 
ballistic missile defense capability, which means they would 
have the ability to shoot down an enemy intercontinental 
missile like the one launched by North Korea. 

The Benfold had been in the Northern Arabian Gulf until 
late November, according to the ship's Facebook page. 
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CCAARRRRIIEERRSS::  
23. U.S. Navy Aircraft Carrier Programs Steaming Ahead 
(AVIATION WEEK 12 DEC 12) ... Mike Fabey 

A year ago, the long-term future of aircraft carriers 
appeared in doubt. With the emergence of strong 
performances by large-deck amphibious ships for carrier-like 
missions and the relatively large price tag for new carrier 
construction, many defense analysts were predicting a cut in 
the future carrier fleet. 

Now, though, carrier programs are securely anchored in 
the Pentagon budget strategy — even with the threat of 
sequestration — and there is no more talk of reducing the 
fleet. 

Not only did the U.S. Navy continue to fund and obligate 
more money for contracts and modifications related to the 
next-generation Ford-class carriers, but the service has also 
continued to stay on course for other major carrier programs 
such as overhaul work and an emerging new carrier business: 
deactivation of the nuclear-powered ships. 

The aircraft carrier CVN-77 USS George H.W. Bush 
started sea trials this month for a 2013 deployment following 
the successful completion of a four-month planned 
incremental availability (PIA) period at Norfolk Naval 
Shipyard (NNSY). 

“After anything on the ship has been changed or added 
you have to go out and knock the rust off,” says Lt. 

Cmdr. John Fairweather. “It’s twofold. For one, sea trials 
are good to give the crew time to readjust to being out to sea. 
Secondly, because this class of ship gets the latest and greatest 
upgrades, we need to go out to make sure everything works 
and was installed correctly during the availability. It’s a good 
way to kick off the training cycle.” 

Tests being conducted during sea trials include highspeed 
turns, aqueous film forming foam (AFFF) tests on the flight 
deck and hangar bays, sea and anchor testing, anchor drop 
testing and strainer runs. 

Catapults, arresting gear, fueling hoses and pumps, and all 
other equipment is also being inspected and checked to ensure 
proper operation for the upcoming flight deck certification 
period in January. 

“Sea trials are a critical step in getting [the] air 
department ready to support and host flight operations,” says 
the ship’s air boss, Cmdr. William E. Powers. 

“Pushing the ship to its maximum capabilities is meant to 
put a lot of pressure on the system to ensure that those systems 
can withstand combat-like conditions and ensures we can meet 
and complete our mission,” Fairweather says. 

At about the same time, CVN-65 USS Enterprise, the 
world’s first nuclear-powered aircraft carrier, which had 
recently completed its 25th and final deployment, returned to 
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its home port of Naval Station Norfolk for a scheduled 
inactivation and subsequent decommissioning. 

Enterprise has served in nearly every major conflict that 
has taken place during its history, from the Cuban Missile 
Crisis in 1962 to six deployments in support of the Vietnam 
War through the Cold War and the Gulf wars. 

The Newport News Shipbuilding unit of Huntington 
Ingalls Industries is now preparing to defuel the Enterprise. 

The Navy says it intends to name the third Ford-class 
carrier the Enterprise. 
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CCOONNGGRREESSSS  //  BBUUDDGGEETT::  
24. DoD Officials Hope For Flexibility If Sequestration Occurs 
(DEFENSE NEWS 12 DEC 12) ... Marcus Weisgerber 

U.S. defense officials are still holding out hope that they 
might be given some flexibility on how to tailor spending 
reductions, particularly in weapon buying accounts, should 
sequestration go into effect next month, according to a senior 
defense official. 

Some officials within the Pentagon are arguing that these 
cuts — mandated by the Budget Control Act — be made at the 
account level instead of the program level. 

For example, that would mean a roughly 10 percent cut 
would be made to the Air Force aircraft procurement top line, 
instead of an even 10 percent from each individual aircraft 
procurement program. 

A senior defense official argued on Dec. 12 that this 
would allow DoD officials to make tradeoffs within each 
section of the department’s vast budget. 

The White House Office of Management and Budget has 
the final say on how the cuts are implemented. The defense 
official said DoD has yet to receive that level of guidance. 
Last week, OMB directed DoD to start planning for 
sequestration, which goes into effect on Jan. 2. 

But getting that flexibility, particularly in the procurement 
and research-and-development spending accounts, is not 
likely, according to Gordon Adams, who oversaw defense 
budgets at OMB during the Clinton administration. 

DoD would more likely get that kind of leeway within its 
operations and maintenance accounts, Adams said. 

Military personnel accounts are already exempt from 
sequestration. 

If the cuts are done at the program level, DoD will be in a 
pinch, particularly when it comes to multiyear procurement 
deals already on the books, according to the senior defense 
official. 

Multiyear procurements where a quantity cannot be 
reduced, particularly in the case of shipbuilding and satellites, 
would likely be impacted because they often involve a single 
ship or satellite being purchased over a number of budget 
years. 

In that case, DoD would need to make “fundamental 
changes” and might need to renegotiate the contract entirely, 
the official said. 

The Pentagon will also look at reprogramming and are 
“going to try to get creative if we have to,” the official said. 

Sequestration calls for about $500 billion in cuts to 
planned defense spending over the next decade, unless 
Congress strikes a deal to lower the U.S. deficit. The cuts 
break down to roughly $50 billion per year. However that 
number could be about $10 billion higher in 2013 since DoD 
is currently operating under a continuing resolution, which is 
based on higher-than planned 2012 spending levels. 
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25. Shedding Light On What Sequestration May Bring 
(WASHINGTON POST 13 DEC 12) 

Federal employees have a major stake in the debate over 
whether, and how, the government should back away from the 
“fiscal cliff” and potential for automatic “sequestration” cuts 
to programs starting in January. 

Agencies have begun making plans for a sequester that 
could include steps such as hiring freezes, unpaid furloughs 
and even layoffs. However, the exact impact remains 
unknown. 

Meanwhile various proposals to avoid the sequester are 
circulating, including some that would protect federal 
employees and others that would affect federal jobs, pay and 
benefits. 

Here are some key questions employees are asking, and 
the answers, as best as they can be determined at this point. 
For the entire Q&A, go to www.washingtonpost.com/ blogs/ 
federal-eye. 

Q. If sequestration hits, will all federal programs be 
affected equally? 

A. No. The Office of Management and Budget has said 
that programs such as Social Security and veterans benefits 

would be fully protected, while others, such as Medicare, 
would be partially exempt. The cuts in unprotected programs 
would vary according to how they are classified within the 
federal budget, but in many cases would be in the range of 10 
percent. 

However, even where a program itself is fully or partially 
exempt, the “salaries and expenses” account that pays 
employees who run it is subject to sequestration, the report 
said. 

Q.What is the potential impact on federal jobs? 
A. Salaries and expenses accounts also pay for costs such 

as travel and training. Agencies probably would look to those 
areas for reductions and they could take further steps such as 
leaving vacancies unfilled. But depending on the savings 
needed, they also might have to cut jobs. 

One academic study, done for a defense industry 
association, projected the loss of some 48,000 civilian 
employee jobs at the Defense Department and more than 
229,000 more from non-defense agencies. That’s out of a total 
federal workforce of about 2.1 million. 
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OMB’s report projected no specific numbers but said that 
the numbers of FBI and border patrol agents and prison 
correctional officers would be “slashed,” and programs 
ranging from food safety inspections to clean water and air 
protections would be “degraded.” 

The ranking Democrat on the House Appropriations 
Committee, Rep. Norman D. Dicks (Wash.), has projected 
similar impacts as well as cuts in some health-care services for 
military personnel, among other programs. 

Sequestration would come on top of spending caps 
already required by the 2011 budget deal that created the 
present situation. Defense Department officials recently 
warned of civilian personnel cuts even if the government does 
not go over the fiscal cliff. 

Q.Can sequestration cut federal pay rates? 
A. The OMB report did not address that issue directly, but 

a Congressional Research Service analysis concluded that a 
sequester order may not “reduce or have the effect of reducing 
the rate of pay an employee is entitled to.” However, if 
employees are furloughed they will lose income. 

Q.How would a furlough work? 
A. Furloughs are forced unpaid time off. If an agency 

decides to furlough employees for a certain number of work 
days to meet its budget, it could order a continuous furlough, 
or it could spread out the days over the remainder of the fiscal 
year through Sept. 30. 

The latter approach would have the advantage of keeping 
the agency’s work flowing more smoothly; also, if a 

continuous furlough were to exceed 22 work days, additional 
employee protections such as longer notice periods would 
apply. 

Q.Government shutdowns have been threatened many 
times because of budget deadlocks. Isn’t this the same thing? 

A. Those standoffs involved disputes over policy and 
spending that held up enactment of regular appropriations; 
employees whose work is not deemed “emergency” in nature 
would be furloughed until a deal is reached, while emergency 
employees would have to continue working unpaid. That has 
been threatened several times in recent years although it hasn’t 
happened since the mid-1990s. In the past, employees have 
been reimbursed for the salary they missed on furlough. If 
employees are furloughed due to a sequester, they would 
likely not be repaid later. 

Q.Would employees be laid off? 
A. They might, but “reductions in force” are even more 

complex and disruptive than furloughs. Deciding which 
employees would be affected is a time-consuming process 
taking into account veterans status, length of service, 
performance and type of appointment. There are required 
notice periods and appeal rights, and some affected employees 
could knock lower-ranked workers out of their jobs. 

But RIFs are used from time to time in downsizings, 
although usually on a fairly small scale. A RIF is the 
government’s method of getting employees off the payroll 
involuntarily and permanently, if it comes to that. 
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26. Pentagon Said To Face $62 Billion Automatic Spending Reduction 
(BLOOMBERG 12 DEC 12) ... Tony Capaccio 

Pentagon budget analysts and attorneys have determined 
the U.S. military faces spending reductions of about $62.3 
billion, $10 billion more than previously estimated, if 
automatic cuts take effect on Jan. 2, according to a U.S. 
defense official. 

The additional amount would mean military spending 
could be cut as much as 12 percent this fiscal year instead of 
9.4 percent, according to the official, who asked not to be 
identified discussing internal budget deliberations. 

Pentagon officials determined only recently that their 
budget exceeds by about $10 billion what they’re allowed 
under the Budget Control Act, the official said. 

At this point, if the cuts are triggered, they must be taken 
from specific procurement and research and development 
budget lines, meaning that each may be reduced by 12 percent, 
the official said. 

President Barack Obama and congressional leaders are 
attempting to negotiate a deal to avert more than $600 billion 
in tax increases and spending cuts, known as the fiscal cliff, 
that otherwise will start taking effect next month. 
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NNPPSS  
27. SECNAV Institutes Community Involvement Committee At Naval Postgraduate School  
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 12 DEC 12) 

WASHINGTON -- Secretary of the Navy Ray Mabus 
directed the Naval Postgraduate School (NPS) working group 
and NPS leadership to reach out to community business 
leaders, elected officials, and educational partners from the 
Monterey peninsula to strengthen ties between the school and 
the community. 

Mabus established the working group to help NPS 
identify best practices to correct administrative inadequacies 
identified in a recent Naval Inspector General (NAVINSGEN) 
inspection.  

The working group is led by Assistant Secretary of the 
Navy for Manpower and Reserve Affairs, Juan M. Garcia, and 

co-chaired by NPS interim president, Rear Admiral Jan E. 
Tighe. The working group reports directly to Under Secretary 
of the Navy, Robert O. Work, and the Vice Chief of Naval 
Operations, Admiral Mark Ferguson. Work, Ferguson, and 
Tighe are alumni of NPS.  

Community involvement focus groups, composed of 
community business leaders, elected officials, and educational 
partners, will convene at NPS in a series of sessions and 
consult with the working group. The purpose of the focus 
groups is to help identify the aspects of NPS mission and 
functions most important to community leaders as the school 



 25

implements changes to address the recommendations noted in 
the NAVINSGEN reports. 

"There is no better place for world-class graduate 
education and research programs than NPS, and one of the 
fundamental strengths behind the school's long history of 
success has been its collaborative relationship and 
transparency with the greater Monterey peninsula," said 
Mabus. "The NPS working group was chartered to strengthen 
that relationship and ultimately, NPS."  

"By including the broader community as we plan for 
NPS's future successes, the Navy reinforces its commitment to 
the institution and its longstanding relationship with the 
region," continued Mabus.  

The Naval Postgraduate School is a prestigious accredited 
institution, providing high-quality, relevant, and unique 
advanced education and research programs that increase the 
combat effectiveness of the naval services, other armed forces 
of the United States and our partners, and enhances the 
nation's national security. 
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CCOOMMMMEENNTTAARRYY::  
28. North Korea’s Latest Provocation 
(NEW YORK TIMES 13 DEC 12) 

Even though it cannot feed its people, North Korea has 
joined the ranks of countries with the money and expertise to 
build and launch a long-range rocket and put a satellite into 
space. 

That’s bad for North Koreans, who suffer from harsh 
deprivation caused by a brutal regime, and for the region, 
which must once again try to manage North Korea’s 
aggressive behavior. The country’s young leader, Kim Jong-
un, has given his people something to celebrate and has 
probably solidified his political control in the process. 
Wednesday’s launch is an embarrassment for China, which 
has failed to restrain North Korea’s nuclear and missile 
programs in any significant way since an American-North 
Korean agreement that froze the North’s plutonium program 
fell apart in 2002. 

Under United Nations Security Council resolutions, North 
Korea is banned from developing nuclear- and missile-related 
technology. But Mr. Kim seems as defiant of those demands 
as his father, Kim Jong-il, who died last December. The 
week’s missile launch is an act of political redemption for Mr. 
Kim; a launch in April failed as the rocket disintegrated soon 
after takeoff. 

The North Koreans still have a ways to go before they are 
able to produce a nuclear warhead that is small enough to fit 
on top of a missile, guarantee the missile’s accuracy and bring 
it back down to Earth. Still, it is noteworthy that just months 

after a spectacular failure, the North Koreans have corrected 
their mistakes. 

On Wednesday, the Security Council, which has punished 
North Korea repeatedly for defying its nuclear and missile 
prohibitions, condemned the launch and said it will urgently 
consider “an appropriate response.” The United States and its 
Asian allies want new sanctions, but the obstacle, as usual, is 
China, North Korea’s main supplier of food and fuel. Several 
years ago, China reportedly withheld fuel supplies from North 
Korea for a few days to signal its disapproval of the North’s 
ambitions. This time, China said it “regrets” the launching but 
has given no indication what steps, if any, it would take. 

Though, as a senior American official told The Times, 
China’s continued failure to rein in Mr. Kim will result in an 
even greater American military presence in the Pacific, 
something the Chinese government would abhor. 

There never have been easy answers on North Korea, 
which uses provocative behavior to try to extort better deals 
from the United States and its partners. The international 
community should enforce existing sanctions and tighten 
them, and keep the door open for dialogue. China clearly can 
influence the Kim regime to stop its provocative actions, 
including any new nuclear tests and missile sales to Iran. But 
history suggests that China’s fear of North Korean instability 
will once again trump concerns about the North’s nuclear 
ambitions. 
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29. North Korea's Latest Launch 
The new leader tries old tricks. 
(WASHINGTON POST 13 DEC 12) 

Most North Korea watchers believe that Wednesday’s 
missile launch by the insular dictatorship was prompted by 
domestic imperatives. The latest Stalinist ruler, 29-year-old 
Kim Jong Eun, is reportedly struggling to consolidate power; 
the anniversary of his father’s death is coming up; and 
something had to be done to deliver on the regime’s promise 
that 2012 would be a year of “strength and prosperity.” 

It’s likely, though, that the new leader is hoping to repeat 
the trick of his father and grandfather before him: luring the 
United States and South Korea into trying to stop his 
misbehavior with “engagement,” complete with bribes of cash 
and food. Pyongyang has a long record of promising to stop its 
missile tests or to freeze its nuclear program in exchange for 

such aid. It then pockets the reward and reneges. The latest 
instance came in April, when the North staged a missile test 
just weeks after agreeing with the Obama administration on a 
freeze of its programs in exchange for 240,000 tons of food 
(which were never delivered) and de facto U.S. recognition of 
the new ruler. 

Unlike the April launch, this one appeared to have 
successfully placed a satellite in orbit. It drew predictable 
denunciations from Washington, Seoul and Tokyo — and an 
equally predictable statement by China opposing any 
meaningful action by the U.N. Security Council. The bottom 
line of all the rhetoric is that the North probably will not suffer 



 26

any tangible consequences for its clear breach of binding U.N. 
resolutions. 

On the contrary, Mr. Kim will likely get the attention he 
seeks soon after South Korea’s upcoming presidential 
election, in which both leading candidates have promised to 
soften the tough policy of the present government. In 
particular, a victory by leftist Moon Jae-in would probably 
lead to a return to the failed “sunshine policy” of the 2000s, 
which saw the South heap aid, investment and political favors 
on the North without bringing about any change in a regime 
that keeps an estimated 150,000 of its people enslaved in 
prison camps and starves most of the rest. 

Regardless of South Korea’s choice, the Obama 
administration should avoid repeating its mistakes. For three 

years before striking its foolish deal with the regime, the 
administration stuck to the position that it would not “buy the 
same horse” from Pyongyang. Instead it sought to tighten 
sanctions and to bring pressure to bear on China, which is the 
only country with real leverage over North Korea. 

That would be the appropriate response to the latest 
incident. In the meantime, the administration should continue 
to fund further development of the rudimentary missile 
defenses developed by the Clinton and Bush administrations 
in anticipation of the North Korean threat. A missile that can 
place a satellite in orbit could, with further development, 
someday be equipped with a nuclear payload capable of 
reaching the United States. 
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30. Downrange From North Korea 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 13 DEC 12) 

The nuclear threat to Japan and the U.S. will soon be 
real.North Korea put a satellite into orbit for the first time 
Wednesday, and in the process successfully tested a three-
stage, intercontinental ballistic missile. Pyongyang had told 
the world that the launch would be delayed for technical 
reasons, but that now looks like a head fake. 

If so, it was a classic North Korean maneuver that shows 
Kim Jong Eun is a successor in the mold of his father and 
grandfather. Both the U.S. and China tried to convince the 
young dictator to give up the test. His defiance will reinforce 
the internal North Korean mythology of foreigners 
supplicating at the feet of the Great Leader, who resists their 
blandishments. Conducting such ostensibly heroic acts is a 
means to solidify control over the military leadership, which 
he has been purging. 

The North Korean people are being told to celebrate, but 
their leaders' victories have brought them nothing but misery. 
South Korea estimates that the missile program that 
culminated in Wednesday's launch has cost $1.3 billion, 
enough to feed the country's entire population for years. They 
continue to go hungry for the sake of nuclear weapons and the 
means to deliver them against Japan and the United States. 

The missile program does bring significant benefits to the 
Kim family and cronies. They make money exporting missile 
technology to rogue states, especially Iran, and South Korean 
media are reporting that Iranian scientists were present at the 
launch. So the world-wide press attention to the North's 
triumph is free advertising for proliferation. 

If the past is any guide, this is the beginning of another 
round of nuclear blackmail. After Pyongyang first tested a 
nuclear device in October 2006, Secretary of State 

Condoleezza Rice rushed to cut a deal that traded energy aid 
and other benefits for the disabling of the main nuclear 
facilities. Two years later, the Bush Administration removed 
North Korea from the U.S. list of state sponsors of terrorism in 
return for a verbal agreement to accept a verification regime. 
The North reneged on that in two months. 

The North has since acknowledged that, in addition to its 
plutonium program, it is also enriching uranium as a path to 
making more bombs. The West has no way of knowing how 
many centrifuge facilities are hidden in caves and tunnels. 
According to North Korean logic, another nuclear test now 
would add to the pressure on the West to provide more aid. 

Beijing wants to make sure that the young Kim's regime is 
secure, and it only acts against the North when it fears 
Washington might be on the verge of taking punitive action. 
China's own leadership transition is also incomplete, with key 
appointments for foreign policy posts still to be announced. 
For now State Councilor Dai Bingguo, a strong defender of 
Pyongyang, remains in charge of foreign policy, meaning only 
light measures can be expected from the United Nations. 
Likewise, South Korea and Japan are about to hold elections 
that will likely bring in new administrations. 

The Obama Administration is also in flux, but with four 
years left to run it has an incentive to stop pretending it can 
buy off the Kim regime. The North Korean nuclear threat to 
U.S. security is no longer theoretical, even if it will still take 
time for Pyongyang to build a warhead small enough to fit on 
its new missile. The only way to prevent a Korean nuclear 
threat to American territory is by working toward regime 
change, not another short-lived deal with the North. 
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31. Syria And Chemical Weapons: What Can The U.S. Do Now? 
(WASHINGTON POST 12 DEC 12) ... Allen McDuffee 

Earlier this month, reports that Syrian President Bashar 
al-Assad has chemical weapons at his disposal and was 
moving the stockpiles provoked a strong rhetorical response 
from Secretary of State Hillary Clinton and the international 
community.   

As part of its response, the Obama administration added 
Syrian al-Qaeda affiliate al-Nusra to the State Department’s 
list of terrorist organizations.  And in an interview this week 

with ABC’s Barbara Walters, President Obama formally 
recognized the Syrian Opposition Coalition as the legitimate 
representative of the Syrian people.  But after nearly two years 
of turmoil, some worry that the administration’s efforts are a 
case of too little, too late.  In the face of potential chemical 
weapons being released on its own population, what can or 
should the U.S. do about Syria at this stage of the game? 



 27

Danielle Pletka: Earlier this year, Barack Obama 
announced that a red line for the United States would be 
Syrian President Bashar al-Assad’s movement, transfer or use 
of Syria’s ample chemical weapons stockpile. At the time, it 
appeared the president was looking for an opportunity to 
sound tough in response to a conflict that he had heretofore 
chosen to observe from afar. Any prospect for the actual use 
of those weapons by Assad seemed farfetched.  

But as the control of Syria’s terrain has slipped from 
Assad’s grasp, there are reportedly indications that not only 
has Assad moved weapons stockpiles, he has ordered 
precursors for Sarin nerve gas mixed in preparation for their 
use. As a result, the tough talk Obama embraced earlier has 
disappeared, as the leader of the free world and his staff 
contort themselves to explain that when the President earlier 
warned of “moving” chemical weapons as a “red line,” what 
he really meant was “proliferate”, not physically move. Ah. 

Why would Assad use chemical weapons at this late date 
given threats from Washington and Europe of intervention? 
Perhaps he is convinced it is the last step that could decisively 
win him back Syria and end the civil war that has risked the 
Assad family’s decades-long hold on power. No matter what, 
the introduction of the WMD card into the Syrian equation, 
and Obama’s flip-flopping on what would constitute a casus 
belli for the United States mean that there are few serious new 
options to end the fighting that has claimed more than 40,000 
Syrians. Rather, it seems likely that the U.S. will continue 
following the French and British lead, possibly recognizing a 
government in exile but doing little more to assist in 
delivering the death blow to Assad.  

Are there prospects for a diplomatic solution to the 
fighting in Syria?  In short, no.  Either Assad goes to one of 
the South American proto-dictators that seems ready to 
welcome him, or he dies. Either way, he’s finished. The real 
questions that remain in Syria are the aftermath and how much 
more blood it will take to get there.      

James Robbins: Having drawn a line in the sand over the 
Assad regime’s potential use of chemical weapons, the United 
States must enforce its policy. Failure to do so would 
encourage WMD use in Syria and send a signal to other rogue 
states that the Obama administration is all talk. 

The U.S. must mount an active campaign to dissuade the 
Assad regime from using chemical weapons. This effort 
should include the credible threat of force should Syria cross 
the line. The USS Eisenhower strike group and the USS Iwo 
Jima Amphibious Ready Group, patrolling the waters off 
Syria, provide ample options to respond to a variety of 
contingencies. The primary issue is whether Damascus 
believes the United States will take action. 

The Assad regime must believe that the White House is 
serious about responding to a WMD attack, and also 
understand the nature and scope of the planned response. For 
example it would be useful to issue a public or private 
communiqué to the regime that U.S. military action would 
target not only the front-line chemical weapons troops, but all 
leadership nodes in the WMD decision making chain, up to 
and including President Assad. The United States should also 
drop leaflets on known chemical weapons sites warning of 
potential attacks. This would communicate to the regime that 
we know where they are hiding their weapons, and could also 

be highly disruptive as gun crews and missile forces desert 
their posts rather than face certain retribution. 

Pre-emptive strikes are another option, but are not 
optimal. The U.S. would have to answer for whatever 
contamination resulted from blowing up Syria’s chemical 
stockpiles. This would be much easier to explain after the 
Assad regime made a first strike, and had lost it last shreds  of 
legitimacy. After that the U.S. would have a free hand to 
punish the regime, and should do so vigorously. 

Bruce Riedel: Syria has the Arab world’s most lethal 
arsenal of weapons of mass destruction, hundreds of chemical 
warheads, dozens of Scud missiles and bombs which can 
deliver them anywhere in the Levant. Stopping them from 
falling into terrorist hands should be our top intelligence 
priority. 

Syrian scientists developed an effective chemical 
weapons program using primarily the nerve agent sarin, a 
substance 500 times more toxic than cyanide, in the 1980s. 
Syria mated the nerve agent with Scud missiles and with 
bombs and artillery shells. When Israel learned of the Syrian 
program it considered military action to destroy it but 
concluded the program was too disbursed to be susceptible to 
air attacks without an unacceptable risk that Syria would 
respond by firing chemicals into Tel Aviv. Securing all of the 
arsenal today would require a very large military intervention. 

As Syria collapses further into chaos over the next few 
months the most immediate danger is that al-Qaeda’s Syrian 
wing, the al-Nusra front, will take control of a military facility 
with a cache of chemical weapons. They could use them 
against Assad’s forces, or more likely spirit them into a third 
country to attack an American target. Jordan foiled an al-
Qaeda plot to attack our Embassy in Amman this fall with 
mortar fire. How well al-Qaeda could maintain and use 
chemicals is unknown. Chemical weapons in amateur hands 
can be very dangerous both to the amateur and his enemy. We 
don’t want to take the chance. 

The key to stopping al-Qaeda or Hezbollah gaining 
control of a cache is good real time actionable intelligence. 
The CIA and Mossad have had almost two years to ramp up 
intelligence collection on Syria but it’s a formidable challenge. 
U.S. and Jordanian commandoes need to be ready to secure 
any loose bombs. 

Christopher Preble: The heart-wrenching civil war in 
Syria grinds on, and some commentators are beset by the 
desire for the United States to do something–anything–to 
hasten the departure of Bashar al-Assad, and secure Syria’s 
chemical arsenal. 

We’ve seen this movie before, in neighboring Iraq. It 
ended badly. The better alternative is a regional solution to a 
regional problem, one that calls on those governments with the 
most at stake to take responsibility for their own security, and 
their interests. 

The interventionists (many of whom were also great 
supporters of that earlier war) fail to make a compelling case 
for potentially putting American lives at risk this time around. 
The situation in Syria is horrible, but sending in U.S. troops 
without a clearly defined mission, reasonable expectation of 
success, or the support of the American people, would be 
worse.   

A narrowly defined mission–for example, helping to 
ensure that Syria’s chemical weapons don’t leak out of the 
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country–might merit U.S. action, in concert with other nations. 
We could offer money and material support to Syrians willing 
to ship out such weapons for safe disposal. Most would 
accept. Credible threats against those reluctant to cooperate 
might help seal the deal. After all, such weapons are generally 
more trouble than they’re worth. Leaders of nation-states with 
return addresses have been deterred from using such weapons 
against other states that could retaliate against them, so 
whoever takes over after Assad should be happy to rid 
themselves of the hassle. 

Meanwhile, any terrorist organization that got its hands 
on these weapons would have a hard time using them. 
Unsurprisingly, nearly every terrorist attacks in modern 
history has utilized mature technologies—conventional 
explosives—and primitive tactics—blowing up physical 
things. We would be better served focusing attention and 
resources on those more credible threats. 

Aram Nerguizian: The U.S. is increasingly concerned 
about the potential use of Syria’s chemical weapons against 
opposition forces and civilians, their lethality should 
safeguards fail, and concerns about proliferation should they 
fall into the hands of opposition fighters that include anti-U.S. 
jihadi groups. However, there may still be ways to maintain 
current safeguards and prevent proliferation. 

Despite warnings that Assad is about to use these 
weapons, there have been no definitive indicators pointing to 
aggressive steps to move or deploy chemical weapons. Their 
use would rob Assad of what little external support he still has 
in Russia and China. Furthermore, Western states and their 
regional allies appear to continue to have access to back-
channels to communicate their fears and concerns to 
Damascus. 

So far there are signs that the regime understands what is 
at stake. However, if Assad is more conscious of the current 
balance of power in the country, he might turn to these 
weapons as a game-changer. It is in this context that the role 
of the Syrian military matters. What the role of the military 
may be should Assad fall is an open question. Today – for 
better or for worse – the Syrian military remains crucial to 
maintaining increasingly uncertain safeguards on Syria’s 
chemical weapons program. 

The U.S. and its allies may be seeking Assad’s exit from 
power, but the experience of de-Baa’thification in Iraq informs 
a reluctance to dismantle Syria’s military and security 
apparatus as a potential source of order in any future 

transition. Clear movements by the military to secure Syria’s 
chemical weapons in the short term could vindicate this view. 
Meanwhile, the U.S. and allied states can use existing back-
channels to make these expectations very clear to Syrian 
military commanders. The alternative, should these efforts 
fail, could be engaging in costly and uncertain military 
intervention. 

James Quinlivan: Indiscriminate shelling, a refugee 
crisis, al-Qaeda-linked fighters – all these factors are driving 
the international community to consider intervention in Syria. 
But nothing is concentrating minds more than the specter of 
Syria breaking out its chemical weapons. 

Indeed, the chemical weapons threat has raised the stakes, 
and negotiators need to do everything to dissuade Assad from 
using them. But if the weapons are used, policymakers need to 
prepare not only to quickly end their use, but to think past the 
immediate crisis and plan for the weapons’ ultimate disposal. 
That could entail several concrete steps. 

First, control the skies. The 1988 Iraqi chemical attack 
that killed thousands in the Kurdish town of Halabja used the 
full range of chemical weapons, from mustard gas to nerve 
agents tabun and sarin, delivered in aerial bombs by multiple 
aircraft. Stopping the aircraft is an important step in removing 
the largest threats.  

Second, resist the urge to bomb. Decision-makers need to 
think toward the ultimate disposal of Syria’s chemical weapon 
stocks, their chemical precursors, and supporting 
infrastructure. American bombing in the first Iraq War 
destroyed some chemical weapons stocks and damaged others. 
The Iraqis themselves later disposed of the great bulk of 
stocks under UNSCOM supervision. But the American 
bombing made that disposal more difficult and rendered some 
weapons so unsafe they were simply entombed in bunkers 
rather than destroyed. 

Third, coordinate the clean-up. NATO chemical weapons 
specialists from the Czech Republic are already on the ground 
in Jordan. That may help. But unlike the aftermath of the first 
Iraq War, the current crisis may leave no Syrian regime 
competent to dispose of chemical weapons. Intervening 
powers may have to clean up any mess produced by their 
actions, as well as dispose of the existing weapons stock. 

Recognizing these realities now – both their constraints 
on current actions and effects on future requirements – will be 
imperative for a successful outcome in Syria. 
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32. Sorting The Terrorists 
(WASHINGTON POST 12 DEC 12) ... Walter Pincus 

Who is a terrorist? 
Who is a terrorist “affiliated” with al-Qaeda? 
Who is really affiliated with al-Qaeda, and who in turn 

threatens the United States? 
And what does the United States do about any of it? 
These hard questions must be confronted. And they’re 

being dealt with daily at various levels of government — with 
varying responses. 

One day after the State Department declared it a terrorist 
organization because of its support from al- Qaeda in Iraq 
(AQI), the militant Syrian group Jabhat al-Nusra announced it 
had formed its own mujahideen council. 

Considered one of the most capable fighting rebel forces, 
the al-Nusra “has sought to portray itself as part of the 
legitimate Syrian opposition, while it is in fact an attempt by 
AQI to hijack the struggle of the Syrian people for its own 
malign purposes,” State Department spokeswoman Victoria 
Nuland said Tuesday. 

On Wednesday, Iran’s Fars news agency reported that 
Bashar al-Assad’s army, which Tehran supports, had caused 
“heavy casualties” to al-Nusra, which it referred to as 
“affiliated with the al-Qaeda terrorist organization.” 

Tuesday evening, President Obama announced that the 
United States would recognize the Syrian Opposition 
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Coalition as the sole legitimate representative of the Syrian 
people. Without singling out al-Nusra, Obama said, “Not 
everybody who’s participating on the ground in fighting Assad 
are people we are comfortable with. There are some, I think, 
who have adopted an extremist, an anti-U.S. agenda, and we 
are going to make clear to distinguish between those 
elements.” 

The United States opposes al-Nusra; Assad’s army and 
the Iranians who support it also oppose al-Nusra; in fact, they 
are killing them. It remains to be seen what the newly 
recognized Syrian rebel coalition will do about al-Nusra. 

Meanwhile, there is the question of what the United States 
can do about AQI, which has had a resurgence in Iraq. As The 
Washington Post’s Joby Warrick reported Dec. 2, Jordanian 
plotters in Amman — before they were caught — were aided 
by AQI “using the terrorist group’s expertise and weapons 
from Syria’s civil war.” 

Warrick quoted Bruce Riedel, a former CIA 
counterterrorism expert who is with the Brookings Institution, 
saying, “What we’re now seeing is al-Qaeda in Iraq’s revival, 
not only as a movement in that country but as a regional 
movement.” 

On Dec. 6, Defense Secretary Leon E. Panetta and Iraqi 
Defense Minister Sadoun al-Dulaimi signed a five-year 
memorandum of understanding that mainly deals with 
cooperative efforts, including high-level visits and education 
exchanges but also “counterterrorism cooperation and the 
development of defense intelligence capabilities.” 

One of the newest dilemmas for the United States is what 
to do about Mali, where beginning in January separate groups 
in the northern part of the country seized areas the size of 
Texas. They defeated Malian army forces and set themselves 
up as governors. 

Three of the groups have roots in the area. A fourth 
group, al-Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb (AQIM), is a militant 
Sunni group with roots in the Algerian civil war against 

France. It formally linked up with al-Qaeda in September 
2006, according to the U.S. National Counterterrorism Center. 

Its prime targets have been mainly in Algeria, but its 
activities — including kidnapping and narcotics trafficking — 
have spread to other countries. It also claimed responsibility 
for killing a U.S. missionary in Mauritania in June 2009. More 
recently, people associated with AQIM were said to have 
taken part in the attacks on the U.S. mission in Benghazi, 
Libya. 

Attempts to negotiate with the breakaway groups, other 
than AQIM, were complicated in March. That’s when 
disaffected soldiers from the Mali army overthrew the Mali 
government and set up a junta under Capt. Amadou Sanogo. 
Sanogo was supposed to relinquish power, but he didn’t, even 
though a provisional president and prime minister were 
established with plans for elections. 

The United Nations, in cooperation with the African 
Union, the Economic Community of West African States and 
various countries, including the United States, have been 
trying to mediate the situation. These include preparations for 
a multinational military force to dislodge AQIM if diplomacy 
does not work. 

The plan calls for the operation to be led by Mali 
commanders, with 5,000 Mali troops and another 3,300 troops 
from other countries. 

However, the Mali forces would take months to train, and 
it was unclear where the other troops would come from. Who 
would pay for the operation? As planned it would also include 
a period of counterinsurgency to make sure that anti-
government elements did not return. 

What the U.S. role would be has always been unclear, but 
planning hit another roadblock Tuesday when Sanogo arrested 
the provisional prime minister and forced him to resign. 

As the United States attempts to deal with terrorist threats 
around the world, it is worth thinking about those first three 
questions. 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. U.S. Navy Secretary Due Today 
(DHAKA DAILY STAR (BANGLADESH) 12 JUL 12) 

U.S. Secretary of the Navy Ray Mabus will arrive in Dhaka today on a three-day official visit to strengthen the defence 
relationship between the two countries. 

 
2. Pentagon’s Message To Iran 
(CNN 12 JUL 12) ... Wolf Blitzer and Barbara Starr 

The United States is putting new and additional sanctions on Iran. The Treasury Department says 11 companies and four 
individuals are being barred from doing any business with U.S. firms, and it publicly identified what it called front companies 
involved in Iran’s oil trade. 

 
3. #SAAM: Sexual Assault Prevention And Response Mobile Training Teams Readying For Deployment 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 12 JUL 12) ... Chief of Naval Personnel Public Affairs 

VIRGINIA BEACH, Va. -- Master Mobile Training Teams from the Navy's Sexual Assault Prevention and Response (SAPR) 
Task Force are preparing to deploy worldwide to provide SAPR training to fleet leaders, Navy officials said July 12. 

 
4. Locklear: RIMPAC Exemplifies PACOM’s Multilateral Focus 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 12 JUL 12) ... Donna Miles 

CANBERRA, Australia – The militaries of 22 nations are participating in the largest-ever Rim of the Pacific exercise that the top 
U.S. commander in the region said exemplifies the type of multilateral cooperation U.S. Pacific Command is working to promote. 

 

CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
5. Locklear Meets With Australian Military Leaders 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 12 JUL 12) ... Donna Miles 

CANBERRA, Australia – The top U.S. officer in the Pacific region spent a full day of meetings here today with senior Australian 
military leaders exploring ways to continue to bolster the already-robust military-to-military relationship between the staunch allies. 

 
6. RIMPAC Offers RCAF Crews Complex Real-World Scenarios 
(ROYAL CANDADIAN AIR FORCE NEWS 11 JUL 12) ... Holly Bridges 

The largest maritime exercise in the world, Exercise Rim of the Pacific (RIMPAC) 2012, taking place off the coast of Hawaii for 
the next five weeks, is as close to reality as it gets. 

 
7. Vietnam Welcomes A Fourth Pacific Partnership Mission 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 12 JUL 12) ... Lt. j.g. Peter Lee, Navy Public Affairs Support Element West 

VINH, Vietnam -- Military Sealift Command's hospital ship USNS Mercy (T-AH 19) and Japanese Maritime Self-Defense Force 
amphibious ship Oosumi (LST4001) arrived in Vinh, Vietnam, in Nghe An province to begin the humanitarian civic assistance 
mission known as Pacific Partnership 2012 (PP12), July 10. 

 
8. Engineering Projects Breaking Ground For Pacific Partnership 2012 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 12 JUL 12) ... Equipment Operator 3rd Class Bethany Spinney, Naval Mobile Construction Battalion 74 

KAMPOT, Cambodia -- Navy Seabees and members of the Royal Cambodian Armed Forces (RCAF) broke ground at two 
separate locations for maternity wards scheduled to be completed July 18 as part of Pacific Partnership 2012. 
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9. The Second Stage Of Sea Breeze Starts 
(FORUM (UKRAINE) 12 JUL 12) 

Today, on July 12, the second stage of the Ukrainian-American Sea Breeze 2012 Exercises began with putting out to sea of the 
Ukrainian, American, Turkish and Georgian warships. 

 
10. USS Jason Dunham Departs Ukraine, Begins Underway Training For Sea Breeze 2012 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 12 JUL 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class William Jamieson, USS Jason Dunham Public 
Affairs 

ODESSA, Ukraine -- Guided-missile destroyer USS Jason Dunham (DDG 109) departed Odessa, Ukraine, July 12, after a four-
day port visit in support of Exercise Sea Breeze 2012 (SB12), the largest multinational maritime exercise this year in the Black Sea. 

 
11. USS Laboon Deploys To Make History 
(WAVY NBC NORFOLK 12 JUL 12) ... Art Kohn 

NORFOLK, Va. -- The USS Laboon is off and making history Wednesday when the guided missile destroyer left Norfolk with 
one of the most advanced weapons systems in the Navy. 

 

GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
12. Sen. Johanns Pushes Law Of The Sea Treaty Ratification To The Brink 
(THE HILL 12 JUL 12) ... Carlo Munoz 

Nebraska Republican Sen. Mike Johanns decision on Thursday to oppose ratification of the controversial Law of the Sea treaty 
has brought opponents of the international pact three votes away from scuttling the White House-backed deal. 

 
13. U.S. Flexes RIMPAC Muscle In Asia Pacific 
Gennady Yevstafiev – retired Lieutenant General of the Russian Foreign Intelligence Service, talking about 
U.S.-Chinese relations in the light of RIMPAC drills. 
(VOICE OF RUSSIA 13 JUL 12) ... Yekaterina Kudashkina 

Just days before the start of this exercise the U.S. Pacific Command Chief, Admiral Samuel Locklear visited Beijing trying to 
assure the Chinese leadership that the Americans had only friendly intentions, that they did not mean to harm the relations between 
those two parties. However the Chinese seems to be somewhat hurt by these incidents. But what would be the meaning of that? What 
would be the implication of that? Is it a demonstration or what? 

 
14. ASEAN Fails To Reach Common Ground On China Row 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 13 JUL 12) ... Sopheng Cheang 

PHNOM PENH, Cambodia -- Southeast Asian diplomats failed to reach common ground Friday on how to deal with a touchy 
territorial dispute involving China, as a regional conference ended without a joint statement for the first time in the bloc's 45-year 
history. 

 
15. S. Korea, U.S., Japan Move Closer To Building Trilateral Alliance 
ROK, U.S., Japan Form 3-Way Consultative Body To Build Strong Alliance 
(YONHAP NEWS AGNECY (S.KOREA) 12 JUL 12) 

PHNOM PENH -- Top diplomats from South Korea, the United States and Japan said Thursday [ 12 July] that they have set up a 
three-way consultative body aimed at building a strong trilateral alliance in the face of North Korean aggression. 

 
16. India To Continue Training Of Singapore Troops 
(DEFENSE NEWS 12 JUL 12) ... Vivek Raghuvanshi 

NEW DELHI — Under a July 11 agreement reached between the visiting prime minister of Singapore, Lee Hsien Loong, and 
Indian Prime Minister Manmohan Singh here, India will continue to train troops from Singapore at India’s training facilities. 

 
17. Russian Ships Not Asked To Take Helicopters To Syria But Up To The Job 
(MOSCOW INTERFAX 12 JUL 12) 

Russian ships en route to the Mediterranean Sea are big enough to deliver military hardware to Syria, but no-one has asked the 
navy to do that, Interfax news agency said on 12 July quoting a source in "structures associated with arms exports.” 
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18. Joint Naval Exercise Raises Tension In The Region 
Cypriot media reports claimed that Israel and the UK requested and received permission from Cyprus to hold 
their maneuvers. 
(JERUSALEM POST 12 JUL 12) ... Yaakov Katz 

Heightened tension was noted in the eastern Mediterranean Sea on Thursday amid reports that Israeli, British and Turkish naval 
forces were conducting simultaneous maneuvers near Cyprus. 

 
19. Algerian Ship Makes Historic Visit To U.S. 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 12 JUL 12) ... Lt. Dan Day, U.S. Fleet Forces Command Public Affairs 

NEW YORK -- The Algerian navy ship ANS Soummam (937) arrived in New York City for a 5-day port visit, marking the first 
time an Algerian navy ship has ever visited the United States, July 9. 

 
20. Interview: Chief Of The South African Navy Vice Admiral Johannes Mudimu 
(JANE’S DEFENCE WEEKLY 12 JUL 12) ... Sergei DeSilva-Ranasinghe 

PERTH -- The South African Navy's (SAN's) domestic and rgional role has grown in importance as the nation looks to remain an 
influential power on the African continent. As a result, in order to manage these escalating challenges effectively, as well as new 
strategic and operational considerations, the navy needs additional resources to replace some of its ageing vessels with newer 
acquisitions, according to South Africa's Navy chief, Vice Admiral Johannes Mudimu. 

 
21. No Longer Just A U.S. Toy, Drones Go Global 
(REUTERS 12 JUL 12) ... Peter Apps 

FARNBOROUGH, England -- Having revolutionized warfare for the United States in the last 15 years, unmanned aerial drones 
are going global as the number of countries building and operating them soars. 

 

PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
22. Navy's Cuts Aided Promotion Prospects, Personnel Chief Says 
(STARS AND STRIPES 12 JUL 12) ... Sandra Jontz 

NAPLES, Italy — The Navy’s process of involuntarily separating roughly 3,000 Sailors in overmanned ratings has resulted in 
better prospects for advancement and might never need to be repeated, the chief of naval personnel told Sailors in Naples on 
Thursday. 

 
23. Chief Of Naval Personnel Emphasizes Readiness To Sailors In Naples 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 12 JUL 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Jack Georges, Navy Region Europe, Africa, 
Southwest Asia Public Affairs 

NAPLES, Italy -- The chief of naval personnel stressed the chief of naval operations' three tenets of 'Warfighting First, Operate 
Forward and Be Ready' during an all-hands call at Naval Support Activity Naples, Italy, July 12. 

 
24. Big E Begins Coalition Of Sailors Against Destructive Decisions Program 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 13 JUL 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Gregory White, Enterprise Carrier Strike Group 
Public Affairs 

USS ENTERPRISE, At Sea -- Service members aboard aircraft carrier USS Enterprise (CVN 65) formed a Coalition of Sailors 
Against Destructive Decisions (CSADD) committee aboard the ship July 10. 

 
25. Active-Duty Personnel Costs Projected To Spike 
(NAVY TIMES 12 JUL 12) ... Rick Maze 

The Defense Department’s average costs to maintain a service member on active duty has jumped 50 percent since 2001, to 
$158,000 per year, with even faster growth predicted in the future, according to a Congressional Budget Office report that looks at 
long-range implications of the pending 2013 defense budget. 

 
26. CNIC Hosts Transition Webinar For Families 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 12 JUL 12) ... Commander, Navy Installations Command Public Affairs Staff 

WASHINGTON -- Commander, Navy Installations Command will host a Transition Assistance Program (TAP) Webinar for 
Families July 18, 9-10 a.m. EDT. This webinar offers an introduction to a new on-demand TAP training series that has been designed 
specifically for transitioning families. 
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FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
27. Retired U.S. Military Brass Wage Political Battle For Biofuels 
(REUTERS 12 JUL 12) ... Roberta Rampton 

WASHINGTON -- A coalition of retired U.S. military officers defended the Pentagon's plans to boost the use of more expensive 
biofuels, telling senators and their staff on Thursday that reduced dependence on oil from the Middle East would ultimately reduce 
costs and improve national security. 

 
28. McCain Warns Defense Bill 'In Danger' Of Not Passing For First Time In 50 Years 
(THE HILL 12 JUL 12) ... Jeremy Herb 

Sen. John McCain (R-Ariz.) warned Thursday that the Senate could fail to pass a defense authorization bill for the first time in 50 
years. 

 
29. Nuclear Deterrence Vital In Complex World, General Says 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 12 JUL 12) ... Amaani Lyle 

WASHINGTON – Deterrence planning and forces must fit today’s unique global security environment, the commander of U.S. 
Strategic Command said today. 

 
30. Navy May Buy More F-35s, Not Fewer, Under F/A-XX Initiative 
(AOL DEFENSE 12 JUL 12) ... Sydney J. Freedberg Jr. 

PENTAGON -- The Navy's F/A-XX initiative has been depicted as an ultra-advanced "sixth generation" aircraft that the Navy 
would prefer to buy instead of Lockheed Martin's F-35 Joint Strike Fighter. But AOL Defense interviews with Navy and industry 
sources strongly suggest that the service has little appetite for another expensive development program and that the most likely 
candidate for the F/A-XX is, in fact, an upgraded F-35. 

 
31. Bell Helicopter CEO "Bullish" Despite U.S. Budget Uncertainty 
(REUTERS 12 JUL 12) ... Andrea Shalal-Esa 

FARNBOROUGH, England -- Bell Helicopter, a unit of Textron Inc, expects substantial growth in its commercial business in 
2012 and sees stable orders in its military business despite cuts in U.S. military spending. 

 

BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
32. Navy Digs For Ways To Save Fuel 
(VENTURA COUNTY (CA) STAR 12 JUL 12) ... Gretchen Wenner 

Since Monday, for 10 hours a day, hydraulic excavators have been deployed at a dirt patch off Victoria Avenue at Naval Base 
Ventura County, digging holes and filling them in. 

 
33. Drug Education For Youth Summer Program 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 13 JUL 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist Seaman Chelsea Mandello, Navy Public Affairs Support 
Element East 

NORFOLK, Va. -- The Drug Education for Youth (DEFY) program began their annual summer camp July 9 at the Willoughby 
Community Center at Naval Station Norfolk. 

 
34. Navy Testing Could Devastate Whales And Dolphins, Groups Say 
(SOUTH FLORIDA SUN-SENTINEL 12 JUL 12) ... David Fleshler 

FORT LAUDERDALE, Fla. -- Twenty environmental groups say a five-year Navy plan for testing and training off Fort 
Lauderdale and other Atlantic Ocean sites would cause "unprecedented harm" to whales, dolphins and other marine wildlife. 

 
35. Pentagon Stressed Need For Osprey Deployment In Okinawa As Planned 
(KYODO NEWS 12 JUL 12) 

WASHINGTON -- Pentagon Press Secretary George Little on Thursday stressed the importance of deploying the MV-22 Osprey 
transport aircraft at a U.S. Marine Corps base in Okinawa Prefecture as planned despite recent accidents. 

 

NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
36. Pentagon Rescinds Guidance On Report Length 
(DEFENSE NEWS 12 JUL 12) ... Kate Brannen 

Under pressure from Congress, the Pentagon policy shop has rescinded its guidance that reports to Congress should not exceed 10 
pages in length, bringing to an end a brief but heated exchange between Capitol Hill and the Pentagon. 
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37. HS-10 Warhawks Reflect On History At Disestablishment Ceremony 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 13 JUL 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Byron C. Linder, Navy Public Affairs Support 
Element West San Diego 

CORONADO, Calif. -- Sailors, former unit members, and family attended a disestablishment ceremony for Helicopter Anti-
Submarine Squadron (HS) 10 at Naval Air Station North Island (NASNI) July 12. 

 
38. Drone Pilots May Be Recognized For Actions In Wartime 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 12 JUL 12) ... Stephanie Gaskell 

They might not face the same dangers as pilots who fly in combat, but the U.S. military’s drone pilots could soon be recognized 
for their actions in wartime. 

 
39. Blinded In Afghanistan, Navy Veteran Doesn’t Let It Stop Him 
Academy graduate says he’s found another way to represent his country 
(BALTIMORE SUN 13 JUL 12) ... Steven Petrella 

When Brad Snyder swims, he can't see the water. 
 

40. Navy Doctor Fined For Letting His Children Handle Brain 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 13 JUL 12) ... Elizabeth Simpson 

A Navy medical examiner found out the hard way the level of respect required when transporting organs of deceased service 
members. 

 

OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
41. Operation Free: Our Military Should Not Be Dependent On Foreign Oil 
(HUFFINGTON POST 12 JUL 12) ... Lt. Gen. Norman R. Seip 

The United States military has always served as a force for American innovation in its mission to keep America safe. That's why I 
am proud that the military is leading the way in developing new technologies to reduce its demand for oil. 

 
42. Why The Fight Over The “Great Green Fleet” Is Fuelish 
(TIME 12 JUL 12) ... Michael Breen 

Next week in the Pacific Ocean, more than 25,000 American Sailors and Marines will conduct one of the largest naval war games 
ever held. Along with grueling training under combat conditions, this will be an important test for critical new military technology: the 
fuel for the exercise itself. 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. U.S. Navy Secretary Due Today 
(DHAKA DAILY STAR (BANGLADESH) 12 JUL 12) 

U.S. Secretary of the Navy Ray Mabus will arrive in 
Dhaka today on a three-day official visit to strengthen the 
defence relationship between the two countries. 

“Secretary Mabus's visit to Bangladesh is intended to 
deepen the bilateral security relationship between the United 
States and Bangladesh, and offer appreciation to the 
government of Bangladesh for its continued friendship and 
support to the U.S.,” said a recent press release of the U.S. 
embassy in Dhaka. 

He is the highest official of the American Navy with the 
rank and status of a minister and is considered as the de facto 
defence minister of the U.S. 

The U.S. leader will discuss regional priorities, 
peacekeeping, defence reforms, and security assistance to 
identify opportunities to further develop the relationship 
between the two countries, mentioned the release. 

Officials in Dhaka consider the trip very important as it 
takes place following recent visits by several high-ranking 
U.S. officials, including U.S. Secretary of State Hillary 
Clinton. 

During his visit Mabus is expected to call on Prime 
Minister Sheikh Hasina, Foreign Minister Dipu Moni and top 
defence officials. 

He will leave Dhaka on Sunday. 
Return to Index 
 

2. Pentagon’s Message To Iran 
(CNN 12 JUL 12) ... Wolf Blitzer and Barbara Starr 

The United States is putting new and additional sanctions 
on Iran. The Treasury Department says 11 companies and four 
individuals are being barred from doing any business with 
U.S. firms, and it publicly identified what it called front 
companies involved in Iran’s oil trade. 

Meanwhile, the Pentagon is keeping an eagle eye on Iran 
following recent threats, including one to shut down one of the 
world’s most vital oil shipping lanes. And as tension rises, so 
is the U.S. naval presence in the region. CNN’s Pentagon 
correspondent Barbara Starr is following all of these 
developments, and she’s joining us now. Well, what’s the very 
latest, Barbara? 

Barbara Starr: Well, look, Wolf, the Pentagon has been 
beefing up in the Persian Gulf for some time, but now it looks 
like it’s not going to stop anytime soon. 

There’s just one reason Defense Secretary Leon Panetta, 
may decide to keep two aircraft carriers in or near the Persian 
Gulf for at least another year. It’s all about oil. According to 
the U.S. Energy Department, one-third of all oil traded 
worldwide, some 15 million barrels a day, passes through the 
choke point Strait of Hormuz. 

Iran has threatened to shut down the strait, a potential 
disaster for the global economy. 

Captain John Kirby [Pentagon Spokesman]: Part of 
the challenge in the region is, frankly, Iran. I mean, just need 
to be honest about that. And they have been in the past at least 
verbally threatening and have made it – you know, made their 
intentions pretty clear. 

Starr: Now, the Pentagon is sending a message back to 
Tehran. 

Brigadier General Mark Kimmitt [U.S. Army (Ret.)]: 
If you continue to develop a nuclear capability, there will be 
an American and a coalition capability to address those 
threats. 

Starr: The two aircraft carriers on duty right now, the 
USS Lincoln, which is actually headed home through the Red 
Sea, and the USS Enterprise, which is just outside the strait of 
Hormuz. This comes as the Navy is keeping a hefty presence 
in the region. Right now, there are 17 combat ships inside the 
Persian Gulf, including destroyers with advanced radars and 
missiles to detect Iranian military movement. 

In Bahrain, there are six ships designed to look for Iranian 
undersea mines as well as the USS Ponce, essentially a 
floating military base that gives the U.S. the ability to conduct 
operations without needing approval from a host nation. There 
are also three amphibious ships that could put Marines quickly 
into action. 

There are also new underwater drones to find Iranian 
mines. The mines can be marked so ships can avoid them or 
they can be blown up. But is the U.S. looking at the right 
threat? Even as worries grow about Iran’s nuclear weapons 
and missile programs, the head of the U.S. Navy says Iranian 
naval forces are behaving. 

Admiral Jonathan Greenert [Chief Of Naval 
Operations]: They have been professional and courteous, 
committing to the rules of the road. 

STARR: But still as those sanctions continue to tighten, 
the concern is that Iran might lash out. And the thing it might 
lash out against are those critical oil shipping lanes. That’s 
why the U.S. Navy is there. Wolf? 

Blitzer: A rather tense situation, I should say. Barbara, 
thank you. 

View Clip (RT: 3:31) 
Pentagon’s Message To Iran 
(FOX NEWS 12 JUL 12) Bret Baier 
Industry sources say Iranian fuel oil exports fell by nearly 

half last month due to Western sanctions, more of which were 
added today by the U.S. Yesterday, the Iranian regime warned 
its media against reporting that sort of thing. 

The West is trying to pressure Iran into curtailing its 
suspected nuclear weapons programs, but tonight we learn 
from chief Washington correspondent James Rosen there is 
more than that to worry about 

James Rosen: Ballistic missile tests conducted at an 
unknown location by Iran’s Revolutionary Guard Corps last 
week coincided with an unclassified report that Defense 
Secretary Leon Panetta sent to Congress June 29th. First 
obtained by Bloomberg, the report sees an Islamic regime on 
the march in virtually all conventional, unconventional, and 
nuclear categories. Secretary Panetta cited Iran’s steady 
growth in its missile and rocket inventories and improvements 
in the range, lethality, and accuracy of these systems. 
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George Little [Pentagon Press Secretary]: This 
administration has been very clear and very strong on the issue 
of Iran and its military and nuclear capabilities, developing 
widespread international consensus to bring pressure to bear 
on the Iranians. 

Rosen: Armed already with missiles that can reach Israel 
and Eastern Europe, Iran is building more, the report said, and 
may be able to test fly an intercontinental ballistic missile 
capable of striking America by 2015. 

The U.S.’s own naval buildup in the Persian Gulf includes 
the deployment of the warship Ponce, from which helicopters 
and special ops forces can be launched into action, and also 
German-made undersea drones. 

Captain John Kirby [Pentagon Spokesman]: A lot of 
oil traffic goes through there. The Straits of Hormuz are a 
natural choke point that the United States Navy has been 
patrolling since after World War II. 

Rosen: The Pentagon also found Iran pursuing a range of 
activities that could be applied to the production of nuclear 
weapons. 

Representative John Boehner (R-OH) [House 
Speaker]: The president ought to use more of the tools that 
were given to him to get Iran to declare that they’re not going 
to produce nuclear weapons. 

Rosen: Independent analysts said it won’t be long before 
Iran is in position to make 100-yard dash for the nuclear 
bomb. 

David Albright [Inst For Science & Intl Security]: I 
would asses that they have the intention to build a nuclear 
weapon, but they have not made a decision to do so. This 
report talking about a intercontinental ballistic missile being 
flight tested possibly as soon as 2015 just adds another reason 
why we need to settle this sooner rather than later. 

Rosen: To increase pressure, the U.S. Treasury 
Department announced today it is placing under existing 
sanctions another 11 entities and four individuals, members all 
of Iran’s military, aerospace, and shipping industries, Bret. 

Baier: James, the Panetta report also offered an 
assessment of how active Iran remains in the area of terrorism. 
What about that? 

Rosen: Yes, the Pentagon sees Iran overall military 
strategy as one that depends on deterrence and asymmetrical 
retaliation, namely terrorism. To that end, the report said Iran 
continues to supply money, men, training, even sophisticated 
weapons systems to the world’s best known terror networks, 
among them Hamas, Hezbollah, the Palestinian Islamic Jihad, 
and the Taliban, among others, Bret. 

Return to Index 
 

3. #SAAM: Sexual Assault Prevention And Response Mobile Training Teams Readying For Deployment 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 12 JUL 12) ... Chief of Naval Personnel Public Affairs 

VIRGINIA BEACH, Va. -- Master Mobile Training 
Teams from the Navy's Sexual Assault Prevention and 
Response (SAPR) Task Force are preparing to deploy 
worldwide to provide SAPR training to fleet leaders, Navy 
officials said July 12. 

Part of the Navy's aggressive efforts to prevent sexual 
assaults and promote essential culture changes within the 
force, the 14 SAPR Master Mobile Training Teams (MMTTs) 
will deploy from the Center for Professional and Personal 
Development (CPPD) around the globe starting July 13 to 
provide SAPR leadership training (SAPR-L) to command 
leadership triads (commanding officer/officer in charge, 
executive officer/assistant officer in charge, and command 
master chief/chief of the boat/senior enlisted advisor) in fleet 
concentration areas and locations with significant Navy 
presence. 

The command triads will then deliver the SAPR-L 
training to their command leadership, E-7 and above. 

The MMTT preparatory training to command triads will 
prepare the command triad to provide valuable SAPR training 
to officers and enlisted leaders, explained Capt. Scott 
Seeberger, chief of staff for the SAPR Task Force. 

"The MMTTs have a great journey ahead of them as they 
train our command leaders and provide tools critical to 
reducing sexual assault and promoting a culture of respect and 
professionalism in the force. SAPR-L will be the first phase of 
this training utilizing a top-down leadership approach," said 
Seeberger. "We've structured the MMTTs to reflect the 
command triad with a captain, commander and master chief. 
We've also added a Judge Advocate General (JAG) officer to 
each team to explain the legal procedures that follow an 
allegation of sexual assault and discuss recent changes in the 
Uniform Code of Military Justice that apply." 

The MMTT training is coordinated and hosted by CPPD 
and uses videos and a variety of methods to reinforce the fact 
that sexual assault is a crime and will not be tolerated in the 
Navy. 

"We've put a lot of time and effort into working with the 
contractor to ensure that the training is innovative, effective 
and relevant with today's Navy," said Capt. John Newcomer, 
CPPD commanding officer. "There isn't a single briefing slide 
in the entire presentation - the focus is on interaction and 
facilitated face-to-face discussion to provide command leaders 
the tools to develop and promote a culture of change." 

Nearly 650 SAPR-L training sessions are scheduled in the 
next month, providing training for regular and reserve 
commands. The few commands that are deployed and unable 
to host a MMTT can receive the training via Defense Connect 
Online. SAPR-L training must be completed for all E-7 and 
above by Sept. 30 and SAPR-L training completion will be 
documented by individual commands via the Fleet Training 
Management Planning System (FLTMPS). 

Capt. Clark Price, commanding officer of the Navy 
ROTC unit at Savannah State University and assigned as team 
leader for the Florida/Central Command MMTT, will present 
some of first SAPR-L sessions, starting at Naval Air Station 
Pensacola, Fla. 

"The training for the MMTTs was excellent; it got the 
teams up to the podium almost immediately and ready to 
prepare the command triads to conduct interactive training 
with their senior leadership," said Price. "My team has an 
aggressive schedule of 11 cities in 30 days allowing us to see a 
lot of the fleet. My team is looking forward to delivering the 
CNO's message on sexual assault prevention." 

Sexual assault prevention is an important element of the 
readiness area of the 21st Century Sailor and Marine initiative, 



 8

which consolidates a set of objectives and policies, new and 
existing, to maximize Sailor and Marine personal readiness, 
build resiliency and hone the most combat-effective force in 
the history of the department of the Navy (DoN). 

Additional information on the MMTT and SAPR-L 
training efforts can be found at the SAPR L/F training Web 
pages, including command registration for SAPR-L training: 
http://www.public.navy.mil/bupers-
npc/support/sapr/Pages/training.aspx. 

Return to Index 
 

4. Locklear: RIMPAC Exemplifies PACOM’s Multilateral Focus 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 12 JUL 12) ... Donna Miles 

CANBERRA, Australia – The militaries of 22 nations are 
participating in the largest-ever Rim of the Pacific exercise 
that the top U.S. commander in the region said exemplifies the 
type of multilateral cooperation U.S. Pacific Command is 
working to promote. 

This year’s RIMPAC kicked off in Hawaii and its 
surrounding waters June 29 and continues through Aug. 3. It 
includes 40 ships, six submarines and more than 200 aircraft 
from militaries throughout the region, as well as about 25,000 
military forces. 

The biennial exercise, with the theme, “Capable, Adaptive 
Partners,” is focused on enhancing the interoperability of 
participating forces and improving their ability to work 
together in missions ranging from maritime security 
operations to disaster relief. 

“This is probably one of the best examples of the large, 
multilateral support cooperation that you can find in the 
military today,” Navy Adm. Samuel J. Locklear III, the 
PACOM commander, said of the exercise. 

While most of the participating nations are from the 
Pacific Rim, including Australia, Indonesia, Canada, Chile, 
Colombia, South Korea, Malaysia, New Zealand, Peru, the 
Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, Tonga, and Japan, nations 
such as Mexico and India are also taking part. 

Regional countries participating in the exercise, the 
admiral told American Forces Press Service, recognize 
themselves as Asia-Pacific nations with a shared interest in 
ensuring a secure, stable region. “You have countries that 
operate together in a peaceful way that are cooperating, 
working on interconnecting and exchanging information,” he 
said. 

Navy Adm. Cecil Haney, commander of the U.S. Pacific 
Fleet, emphasized the importance of that cooperation during a 
news conference kicking off the exercise. “Roughly 70 percent 
of the world is covered by water. Eighty percent of the world’s 
population lives on or near the coast, and 90 percent of our 
international commerce moves by sea,” he said. “So it requires 
capable maritime forces to help ensure that stability and 
economic prosperity around the world. RIMPAC helps 
partnering nations prove that capability.” 

Between training opportunities, exercise participants are 
getting to know each other personally through receptions, 
picnics and softball games. “They are learning each other’s 
cultures within the context of the world’s largest maritime 
exercise,” Locklear said. “These are the types of vehicles that 
allow multilateral viewpoints to merge.” 

Multilateral cooperation is a cornerstone of PACOM’s 
rebalancing efforts in the region, the admiral said. 

He noted the United States’ national policies that fostered 
close bilateral ties in the wake of World War II, which then 
evolved over time to encourage more trilateral relationships. 
Now, in light of challenges that impact the entire region -- 
from natural disasters to proliferation to trafficking -- PACOM 
is promoting multilateral cooperation. 

“RIMPAC is an excellent example of the large, 
multilateral efforts we are working to achieve,” Locklear said. 
“And we are getting traction from other countries in Asia and 
the Pacific who want to do more of these.” 

Although RIMPAC originated in 1971 with a maritime 
focus and remains the world’s largest international maritime 
exercise, it has expanded to also incorporate Air Force, Army, 
special operations and amphibious components. “It’s no 
longer just a maritime exercise. It has grown in scope and 
become a joint exercise, and we would like to see it continue 
to grow in that regard,” Locklear said. 

This year’s exercise includes another first, with the 
United States extending command responsibility to partner 
militaries. The commander of the Royal Australian Navy is 
serving as naval commander, and the commander of the Royal 
Canadian Air Force is overseeing air force operations. An 
admiral from the Japan Maritime Defense Force is serving as 
deputy commander of the exercises. 

Locklear called this transition a clear recognition of allies’ 
and partners’ leadership capabilities and an opportunity for 
them to exercise them in a large-scale combined exercise. 
“Many of our allies in the Asia-Pacific have had leadership 
roles in Afghanistan and Iraq,” he noted. “This provides 
another opportunity for them to demonstrate that proficiency 
and for us to learn from that.” 

Australian Commodore Stuart Mayer, who is leading the 
Australian forces during the exercise, said RIMPAC provides 
unique opportunities for everyone involved. 

“The global maritime environment is too large and too 
complex for any one nation to safeguard,” he said. “RIMPAC 
helps all of us foster and sustain the cooperative relationships 
that are so critical to safeguarding sea lanes and security on 
the world’s oceans.” 

RIMPAC 2012 also features the first demonstration of a 
U.S. Navy “Great Green Fleet,” a major milestone toward the 
Navy’s energy goals. During the exercise, U.S. surface 
combatants and carrier-based aircraft are testing, evaluating 
and demonstrating the utility and functionality of biofuels 
across various platforms, officials said. 

View RIMPAC 2012 YouTube Channel 

Return to Index 
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CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
5. Locklear Meets With Australian Military Leaders 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 12 JUL 12) ... Donna Miles 

CANBERRA, Australia – The top U.S. officer in the 
Pacific region spent a full day of meetings here today with 
senior Australian military leaders exploring ways to continue 
to bolster the already-robust military-to-military relationship 
between the staunch allies. 

Navy Adm. Samuel J. Locklear III, during his first visit 
here since taking command of U.S. Pacific Command in 
March, met with Australian Defense Chief Gen. David Hurley 
and his senior staff to discuss developments in the U.S.-
Australian alliance that marked its 60th anniversary last year. 

The Australians “have demonstrated themselves to be a 
very reliable partner with us in a lot of different areas,” 
Locklear told American Forces Press Service during the flight 
here. “They have done a lot to contribute to global security 
and they have been a good partner to the United States.” 

Today’s talks included an assessment of the Marine Corps 
rotational deployments that began here this spring, officials 
said. President Barack Obama and Australian Prime Minister 
Julia Gillard, with whom Locklear will meet July 13, 
announced that arrangement in November as part of an 
expanded military-to-military relationship between the two 
countries. 

The Marines are serving six-month deployments between 
April and September, partnering with Australian forces and 
fanning out from their base at Australia’s Robertson Barracks 
outside Darwin throughout the region. The first rotation of 
Marines recently returned to Darwin after taking part in the 
annual Cooperation Afloat Readiness and Training, or 
CARAT, exercise between the United States and Bangladesh, 
Brunei, Cambodia, Indonesia, Malaysia, Singapore, the 
Philippines, Thailand and East Timor. 

The concept, Locklear explained, is to bolster U.S. theater 
engagement in the Asia-Pacific -- a major goal in the new 
defense strategic guidance -- without the need for new 
infrastructure or permanent U.S. bases. 

“This is part of our larger strategy in the Pacific to expand 
the places that we can operate with our allies and our partners 
and to have assurance that we are properly positioned to deal 
with the growing number of challenges,” he said. 

Locklear and Hurley emphasized the importance of 
increasing interoperability as these force-posture initiatives 
unfold. This, they agreed, will ensure their militaries can work 
together more effectively and efficiency to deal with 
challenges ranging from natural disasters to cyber threats. 

A new agreement, announced in September following the 
annual Australia-U.S. Ministerial Consultations in San 
Francisco, encourages closer cooperation in confronting cyber 
threats operating in what U.S. Defense Secretary Leon E. 
Panetta called “the battlefield of the future.” 

Locklear and Hurley both expressed their respective 
countries’ interest in promoting multilateral relationships, and 
ways they can support each others’ initiatives. 

Locklear said today’s sessions and those to follow will set 
the stage for the next AUSMIN session, this fall in Australia, 
and for a chiefs of defense conference for regional military 
leaders that he and the Australians will co-host in November. 

The admiral said he’s made a priority in his first months 
at PACOM to reach out to the five U.S. allies in the region. He 
recently traveled to Japan and South Korea, and is spending 
this week in Australia and the Philippines, with plans to visit 
Thailand as soon as possible. 

“This is an indication of the significance and importance 
of these allies to our future security,” he said, emphasizing the 
importance of continuous communication to ensure those 
alliances remain strong and relevant. 

In his closing comments today, Locklear thanked his 
Australian hosts for their long-standing friendship and support 
and the valuable insights they provide. This collaboration, he 
said, can only enhance the way the allies engage together and 
with other regional partners to promote security, stability and 
prosperity in the region. 

Return to Index 
 

6. RIMPAC Offers RCAF Crews Complex Real-World Scenarios 
(ROYAL CANDADIAN AIR FORCE NEWS 11 JUL 12) ... Holly Bridges 

The largest maritime exercise in the world, Exercise Rim 
of the Pacific (RIMPAC) 2012, taking place off the coast of 
Hawaii for the next five weeks, is as close to reality as it gets. 

With 22 nations, 42 ships, six submarines, more than 200 
aircraft and 25,000 personnel moving around the Hawaiian 
islands, responding to scripted and surprise scenarios, you 
might say “practice makes perfect” is the unofficial theme of 
the exercise. For the Royal Canadian Air Force, which 
deployed 400 personnel from almost every aircraft fleet in its 
inventory, the opportunity to train alongside “a coalition of the 
willing,” is invaluable. 

“Any time you get to practice your craft away from home 
is a tremendous opportunity,” says Brigadier-General Mike 
Hood, the air component commander for this year’s RIMPAC. 

“Take our CF-18 fleet, for example. Not everyone 
deployed to Libya last year for Operation Mobile so RIMPAC 
offers the RCAF the opportunity to send a six-pack of CF-18s, 
with all of their integral support and maintenance, half way 

around the world and then operate in combat-like conditions, 
which will only make our people that much more effective in 
real-world coalition operations. The same goes for all the 
fleets that have deployed.” 

RCAF Participation 
The RCAF has deployed CF-18 fighter jets, CC-130 

Hercules transport aircraft, CC-150 Polaris tanker aircraft for 
air-to-air refueling, CH-124 Sea King helicopters and the CP-
140 Aurora to train with air assets from the other nations. In 
fact, the RCAF has sent two of its newly-upgraded Block III 
Aurora aircraft, with a team from the Maritime Proving and 
Evaluation Unit from 14 Wing Greenwood, N.S., who will be 
conducting the final phase of the operational testing and 
evaluation of the aircraft in real-world conditions. 

“The Aurora will have the opportunity to train alongside 
six submarines, for example, in an anti-submarine capacity,” 
says BGen Hood. “There will also be over-land training for 
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intelligence, surveillance and reconnaissance, which is what 
this Block III Aurora was developed for.” 

The theme of RIMPAC 2012 is "Capable, Adaptive, 
Partners.” The participating nations and forces will exercise a 
wide range of capabilities and demonstrate the flexibility of 
maritime forces. These capabilities range from disaster relief 
and maritime security operations to sea control and complex 
warfighting. The training includes amphibious operations, 
gunnery, missile, anti-submarine and air defence exercises as 
well as counter-piracy, mine clearance operations, explosive 
ordnance disposal and diving and salvage operations. The 
RCAF will be participating in most of these scenarios in one 
fashion or another. 

BGen Hood describes the battle rhythm, or pace of 
training, that will occur over the next three weeks as a “walk, 
jog, run.” 

“The walk phase is where all of us will get to know one 
another and how we operate in the environment with the other 
coalition members. The jog phase is a bit more scripted with 
higher-end activity and combat-type scenarios and then the 
run phase is a 24/7, all-out combat scenario which will test 
everyone’s skill sets. Those are opportunities that we, as 
airmen and airwomen, all crave because we don’t get that 
many of this magnitude.” 

BGen Hood will certainly have his hands full at the 
Combined Air Operations Centre, commanding a team of air 
force personnel from a variety of RCAF wings and other 
nations to fulfill the demands of the commanders above him. 

Air Strategy 
“As far as the air strategy goes, Vice Admiral Gerald 

Beaman, commander of the U.S. Third Fleet and the 
Combined Task Force dommander, will have in his mind a 
strategy for how he wants to prosecute the scenario of the 
exercise. My goal is to develop air plans that will support his 
vision. So there’s a lot of interaction between higher 
headquarters and the CAOC. Ultimately, it will be up to the 

Combined Task Force commander to decide the 
apportionment of air assets. 

“In more practical terms, the CAOC is a 24/7 operation 
because all air activity for the exercise is tasked and 
coordinated through the centre. We have a staff whose sole job 
it is to conduct strategy development, sortie apportionment, 
de-conflicting and controlling air space, and to plan all aircraft 
sorties out to 72 hours in the future. 

“Again, the art of air combat is how you apportion those 
assets, keeping in mind any contingencies that may spring up 
because if you commit all your assets into one course of action 
and don’t have contingencies for those pop-ups, you run 
obvious risks. So there is real-time capability response built 
into this exercise.” 

But why put so much effort into training in a maritime 
environment? Seventy per cent of the world is water, 80 per 
cent of the world’s population lives on or near a coast, and 90 
per cent of international commerce moves by sea. Capable 
maritime forces help ensure stability and prosperity around the 
world, and RIMPAC helps participating nations improve that 
capability. 

Right People For Right Job 
“If any of our personnel participating in RIMPAC were 

ever called upon to work in a CAOC for a real-world 
operation in this type of maritime environment, or another 
type of coalition operation, they will have had an intimate 
opportunity to see how it all works,” says BGen Hood. 

“There are Canadians working in all of the key positions 
during RIMPAC. In fact the wing commanders from 12 Wing 
Shearwater, N.S., and 17 Wing Winnipeg, Man., will be filling 
the key roles as CAOC directors. Kudos to the RCAF because 
they’ve chosen the right people to go into these jobs to 
maximize the opportunities. This continues on right down to 
the detachment commanders, the crews, the maintainers and 
support personnel. 

“RIMPAC is a significant training opportunity for the 
Canadian Forces, but for the RCAF in particular.” 

Return to Index 
 

7. Vietnam Welcomes A Fourth Pacific Partnership Mission 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 12 JUL 12) ... Lt. j.g. Peter Lee, Navy Public Affairs Support Element West 

VINH, Vietnam -- Military Sealift Command's hospital 
ship USNS Mercy (T-AH 19) and Japanese Maritime Self-
Defense Force amphibious ship Oosumi (LST4001) arrived in 
Vinh, Vietnam, in Nghe An province to begin the 
humanitarian civic assistance mission known as Pacific 
Partnership 2012 (PP12), July 10. 

Both vessels are carrying complements of military and 
civilian medical, dental, veterinary and engineering personnel 
from Australia, Canada, Chile, Japan, Malaysia, the 
Netherlands, New Zealand, Peru, the Philippines, Singapore, 
and the United States; and non government organizations 
including Compassion Flower, Global Grins, Latter Day 
Saints Charities, Project Handclasp, Project Hope, University 
of Hawaii Schools of Nursing and Engineering, University of 
California San Diego Pre-Dental Society, Vietnam Medical 
Assistance Program, Vietnam's Women's Union, and World 
Vets. 

The mission's motto for 2012 is "preparing in calm to 
respond in crisis." 

"We are fortunate to again be invited by Vietnam to 
partner for a fourth time on this humanitarian and civic 
partnership, and I look forward to what we will learn from 
each other over the next 15 days," said Capt. James Morgan, 
mission commander for PP12. "This is another tremendous 
opportunity for our nations to come together as a team and 
work toward preparing for peoples' needs when a natural 
disaster will strike." 

"We have been working closely with the Vietnamese 
government and the U.S. embassy to ensure our work with the 
government and people of Vietnam is a success," said Lt. 
Joseph Nutting, officer-in-charge, PP12 Vietnam advance 
work team. "From building medical clinics and providing 
health services, to arranging subject matter expert 
engagements and hosting leaders from multiple nations, the 
work we are going to do in Vietnam is another example of 
how a group of diverse nations work together." 

To date, the PP12 team has already visited Indonesia and 
the Philippines, completing more than 10 medical civil action 
programs that triaged more than 24,600 patients, five 
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biomedical equipment technician exchanges resulting in 174 
equipment repairs, 22 veterinarian civil action programs with 
4,600 animal encounters, eight civic engineering civil action 
programs resulting in new clinics and school rooms, 30 major 
subject matter expert engagements, 43 band performances and 
more than 50 multiple community service events having 
impacted tens of thousands of adults, children and animals. 

This is the fourth visit by Mercy to various parts of 
Vietnam as part of the U.S. Pacific Fleet-sponsored Pacific 
Partnership mission. In 2007, the USS Peleliu (LHA 5) docked 
in Danang, marking the first U.S. vessel to have supported 
Pacific Partnership in Vietnam. In 2008, the Pacific 
Partnership team visited Nha Trang, marking the first time 
since 1975 a U.S. military humanitarian civic assistance 
mission had been permitted to perform surgeries and band 
performances in Vietnam. The mission returned to Quy Nhon 
of Bin Dinh province in 2010. 

Immediately following the December 2004 tsunami that 
struck Oceania and the Indian Ocean basin, Mercy was 
deployed to support international relief efforts as part of 
Operation Unified Assistance. The crew's work on behalf of 
the people of Indonesia is the genesis of the Pacific 
Partnership mission. Now in the seventh year, Pacific 
Partnership is aimed at strengthening regional relationships 
with Southeast Asian and Oceania nations that might be called 
upon to respond to natural or humanitarian disasters. 

PP12 Physician Saves Man After Cardiac Arrest 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 13 JUL 12) Communication 

Specialist 3rd Class Michael Feddersen, Navy Public Affairs 
Support Element West 

VINH, Vietnam -- A U.S. Sailor's response to a 
Vietnamese woman's cries for help saved a man's life while in 
Vinh, Vietnam for Pacific Partnership 2012 (PP12) July 10. 

Lt. Cmdr. Marion Gregg, a physician, found Walter 
Rebeyka, a Canadian physician, in cardiac arrest on the 
ground outside the lobby of his hotel. 

"I tried to initially see if he was responsive and able to 
communicate, in case he was on the ground because of 
lightheadedness," said Gregg. 

According to Gregg, Rebeyka was non-responsive, so he 
asked for someone to call an ambulance and started checking 
for breathing sounds and a pulse. 

"I did CPR for 15 minutes until the ambulance arrived 
and continued CPR for another five minutes on the way to 
Friendship General Hospital until his heart restarted and he 
started taking spontaneous breaths," Gregg said. 

During those frantic moments, another passerby physician 
saw what was happening and assisted Gregg. 

"After 15 minutes the patient did not have a pulse and I 
started to lose hope, but Dr. Gregg kept doing strong CPR ... 
five minutes later, I felt a pulse," said Dr. Nguyen Dinh Toan. 

"Together, we saved him and I trusted and had confidence 
in Gregg the entire time," said Toan. 

Toan later visited Rebeyka in the hospital, who had a 
message for Gregg. 

"Thank you," said Toan delivering Rebeyka's message. 
Army Staff Sgt. Matthew Vidmar, who witnessed the 

event, said the experience truly showed what it means to be a 
doctor. 

"Dr. Gregg showed care to a human being that needed life 
saving services," Vidmar said. "He responded and didn't 
second guess what he was doing. It really speaks volumes 
about what kind of professional he is and how much he cares 
about the lives of others." 

For Gregg, the experience was humbling, "It could have 
been me or my father, mother, sister, wife or even my 
daughter laying there ... I did what I think any medical 
professional would have done." 

Vidmar said knowledge and training was a key factor to 
quick response of everyone involved. 

"It shows that whatever knowledge or training you bring 
into a situation, whether it is a large scale or small crisis, can 
be essential to save a life." 

PP12 personnel are in Vietnam until July 24, to provide 
no-cost medical, dental, optometry, and veterinary care, as 
well civil engineering projects throughout the Hung Nguyen 
district. 

View Pacific Partnership YouTube Channel 
Return to Index 
 

8. Engineering Projects Breaking Ground For Pacific Partnership 2012 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 12 JUL 12) ... Equipment Operator 3rd Class Bethany Spinney, Naval Mobile Construction Battalion 74 

KAMPOT, Cambodia -- Navy Seabees and members of 
the Royal Cambodian Armed Forces (RCAF) broke ground at 
two separate locations for maternity wards scheduled to be 
completed July 18 as part of Pacific Partnership 2012. 

The wards will expand the scope of care offered at local 
health clinics in Cambodia. 

After a traditional Buddhist blessing at both sites, Seabees 
from Naval Mobile Construction Battalions (NMCB) 40 and 
74 and engineers from the Royal Cambodian Armed Forces 
(RCAF) worked hand-in-hand in preparation for the mission's 
future engineering civic action programs (ENGCAP). 

Led by Builder 2nd Class Daniel Reckers, a combined 
crew of 11 Seabees and 13 RCAF engineers, broke ground on 
a two-room maternity ward which will provide pre- and post-
partum care for eight villages in the Kampot Province. 

The project in the Prey Slek province has proven to be 
more of a challenge than the Kampot project. When the 
combined crew of 11 Seabees and 12 RCAF engineers arrived 

at the proposed site, they found little more than a poorly 
drained rice field. Undaunted by the poor soil conditions, the 
team coordinated with a local service to excavate nearly 1,100 
cubic yards of marshy soil which was then back-filled with 
2,200 cubic yards of clean earth. 

Meanwhile, a combined team led by Steelworker 2nd 
Class Myra Golden, NMCB 74, cut and bent more than 15,000 
linear feet of rebar which will provide structural integrity to 
both projects. Once the project area was compacted and 
leveled, holes and trenches were dug so that the forms which 
will give shape to wet concrete could be placed. Despite early 
setbacks, the "Can Do" spirit of the Seabees and ingenuity of 
the RCAF engineers quickly put the project back on track. 

Builder 3rd Class Casey Noble, crew leader, expects to 
have this project completed by July 31. The Prey Slek project 
includes a new four room maternity center as well as repairs to 
existing facilities which serve 17 villages in the Takeo 
province. 
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Leadership from the two countries remarked on the 
cohesiveness of both units. Lt. j.g. Logan Parmele, officer in 
charge of NMCB 74, was impressed with how quickly the two 
nations are able to work together. 

"These projects have proven the value of multinational 
engineering civic assistance projects. Seeing Seabees and 
RCAF engineers learning from and teaching each other is a 
rewarding experience," said Parmele. 

Sgt. Chhun Vi Chai, RCAF engineer, has worked with 
other Seabee units in the past and looks forward to future 
opportunities to work with the Seabees. 

"Working with the Seabees is always a memorable 
experience, both parties always learn so much from each 
other," said Chai. 

As Pacific Partnership 2012 continues, the Seabees of 
NMCB 74 and the engineers of the Royal Cambodian Armed 
Forces will be joined by other Sailors and members from 
partner nations to complete a third maternity suite in the 
Sihanouk province. 

Now in its seventh year, Pacific Partnership is the largest 
annual humanitarian civic assistance mission that works with 
and through host nations, and in conjunction with partner 
nations and non-government organizations, in order to 
strengthen alliances, promote regional security and build 
partner resiliency against, and capacity to respond to disaster. 

View Pacific Partnership YouTube Channel 
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9. The Second Stage Of Sea Breeze Starts 
(FORUM (UKRAINE) 12 JUL 12) 

Today, on July 12, the second stage of the Ukrainian-
American Sea Breeze 2012 Exercises began with putting out 
to sea of the Ukrainian, American, Turkish and Georgian 
warships. 

As Forum learned from the Defence Ministry press 
service, the naval mariners from different countries will work 
out a number of issues related to preparation for the 
fulfillment of the tasks of the maritime and coastal 
components. 

According to the head of training, the Captain 1st Rank 
Denys Berezovsky, currently, soldiers from 17 countries have 
carried out a series of measures aimed at improving their 
professional skills. The team training of units and crews is 
already completed as well. 

The officer drew attention to the fact that the present Sea 
Breeze, as well as the previous exercises in this series, has a 
purely peacekeeping subject, and its main purpose is to 
exchange experiences among soldiers of different national 

armies in terms of their commitment to joint decisive action to 
ensure maritime security. 

"Participation in the Exercises for Ukraine is important 
both in terms of improving the professional skill of our 
soldiers and the prospects for the national Armed Forces as 
part of the multinational forces during the implementation of 
peacekeeping operations," Berezovsky said. 

He emphasized the intensity of work carried out that in 
this context during the Sea Breeze 2012 Exercises. Thus, the 
review of all elements for possible collaboration with the 
NATO in peacekeeping operations at sea with is being carried 
out by the foreign experts on board of the flagship of the 
Ukrainian Navy frigate Hetman Sagaidachny and the large 
landing ship Konstantin Olshansky. 

In addition, the actions of the Ukrainian Marines, 
fulfilling anti-terrorist task on a certain topic during the 
current Ukrainian-American Exercises, are also being 
estimated by the foreign experts. 

Return to Index 
 

10. USS Jason Dunham Departs Ukraine, Begins Underway Training For Sea Breeze 2012 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 12 JUL 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class William Jamieson, USS Jason Dunham Public 
Affairs 

ODESSA, Ukraine -- Guided-missile destroyer USS 
Jason Dunham (DDG 109) departed Odessa, Ukraine, July 12, 
after a four-day port visit in support of Exercise Sea Breeze 
2012 (SB12), the largest multinational maritime exercise this 
year in the Black Sea. 

While underway, Jason Dunham will participate in 
combined training exercises with the nations participating in 
SB12. 

"Our Sailors enjoyed their opportunity to experience 
Odessa, but now they are focused on the mission," said Cmdr. 
David A. Bretz, commanding officer of Jason Dunham. "We 
all realize how important Sea Breeze 2012 is, and we want to 
get underway with the other participating nations to receive 
and provide quality training to make this exercise a success." 

While underway, embarked staff members from the 
Georgian and Ukrainian navies will assume leadership roles 
for many of the planned evolutions. In addition, embarked 
shipriders from SB12 participating nations will train aboard 
Jason Dunham during counter-piracy, search and rescue, live 
fire, and maritime security activity exercises. 

One embarked shiprider, Turkish Midshipman Fatih 
Baris, from the Turkish Naval Academy, said his time aboard 
will provide him with many advantages for his career. 

"I've just finished my first year of school, and before I 
join the Turkish navy, I want to have some experience," said 
Baris. "Being able to train on a ship of this caliber will provide 
me with that experience. I want to use my time here to learn as 
much as I can, so I can take those lessons back to my navy and 
excel." 

During the port visit in Odessa, Jason Dunham hosted a 
reception to honor the beginning of Sea Breeze 2012, and 
Sailors participated in a community relations project. They 
were also able to take part in city tours coordinated by the 
ship's Morale, Welfare and Recreation committee. 

Boatswain's Mate 1st Class Ronald Virgin said the people 
of Odessa were hospitable to the Jason Dunham Sailors. 

"Everywhere we went, people were waving and smiling at 
us," said Virgin. "I had a great time in Ukraine, and can't wait 
to go back." 
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SB12, co-hosted by the Ukrainian and U.S. navies, aims 
to improve maritime safety, security and stability engagements 
in the Black Sea by enhancing the capabilities of Partnership 
for Peace and Black Sea regional maritime security forces. 

U.S. Naval Forces Europe Band Performs For Odessa 
Community 

(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 12 JUL 12) Mass 
Communication Specialist 2nd Class Jason Howard/ 
Commander, U.S. Naval Forces Europe-Africa/U.S. 6th Fleet 
Public Affairs 

Musicians from the U.S. Naval Forces Europe Band, 
Topside, performed a concert for the Odessa community at 
Gorsad Garden, during Exercise Sea Breeze 2012 (SB12), July 
11. 

The concert shared some of the American culture and 
good will with community members strengthening relations 
and building friendships. 

"The crowd turnout was great," said Musician 2nd Class 
Vincent Moody, trumpet player for Topside. "We weren't sure 
what to expect, but the crowd was full of energy." 

Service members listened to the concert along with the 
local community. 

"I really enjoyed the show," said U.S. Air Force Staff Sgt. 
Katherine Ruffatto. "The energy in the crowd was amazing." 

For one member of "Topside" this was his final show. 
"It's my last performance with the Navy and I'm glad I 

was able to perform here," said Musician 3rd Class Jason 
McDonough, drummer for the band. "I've learned so much 
after serving almost four years in Naples and visiting over 50 
countries with the band." 
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11. USS Laboon Deploys To Make History 
(WAVY NBC NORFOLK 12 JUL 12) ... Art Kohn 

NORFOLK, Va. -- The USS Laboon is off and making 
history Wednesday when the guided missile destroyer left 
Norfolk with one of the most advanced weapons systems in 
the Navy. 

The USS Laboon got underway early Wednesday 
morning, but the ship’s commanding officer has been 
preparing the crew for this deployment for at least 12 months.     

“This is a strategic, national mission,” Cmdr. James 
Storm told WAVY.com. “This is a priority of the President of 
the United States.” 

That sense of urgency heightened by recent missile tests 
in Iran and intelligent reports that show sophisticated ballistic 
missile technology is more available than ever to nations 
hostile to the United States and our allies. 

“Technology has kept pace with the proliferation of these 
threats and we have the capability to counter those threats,” 
Storm said. 

That capability is the Ballistic Missile Defense System the 
ship was outfitted with last July. A number of Norfolk-based 
destroyers are equipped with the BMD system. Those vessels 

are the cornerstone of what is known as the president’s 
“Phased Adaptive Approach” to protect our European allies 
from the growing ballistic missile threat. 

“The nature of war has changed dramatically since World 
War II,” Bill Morine said. His son, Grant, is a junior officer on 
the USS Laboon. “It’s great to see our son and this ship and all 
the people on board serving at the forefront, pioneering in new 
warfare on behalf of the defense of our nation.” 

The opportunity to make history does not go 
unrecognized by the crew. 

“To go out and actually do something for my country 
instead of sitting back and watching other people do it,” 
Thomas Taylor said. 

Like many of his shipmates, this will be Seaman Taylor’s 
first deployment. Fir this mission, though, their youth may 
actually be an advantage. 

“They’re more technologically savvy than I probably was 
when I first came in,” Storm said. 

All are possessing the same devotion to duty. 
View Clip (RT: 2:08) 
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GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
12. Sen. Johanns Pushes Law Of The Sea Treaty Ratification To The Brink 
(THE HILL 12 JUL 12) ... Carlo Munoz 

Nebraska Republican Sen. Mike Johanns decision on 
Thursday to oppose ratification of the controversial Law of the 
Sea treaty has brought opponents of the international pact 
three votes away from scuttling the White House-backed deal. 

Johanns was the 31st senator to sign a letter against 
ratification of the global maritime deal sent to Senate Majority 
Leader Harry Reid (D-Nev.) earlier this year. 

Since treaty ratification requires a two-thirds Senate 
majority, Johanns addition to the list of Law of the Sea 
adversaries means treaty opponents are now only three votes 
short of blocking the entire measure. 

Sens. Lamar Alexander (R-Tenn.) and Lisa Murkowski 
(R-Alaska), along with Maine Republicans Sens. Olympia 
Snowe and Susan Collins, are in favor of ratification, 

according to Heritage Action, the Heritage Foundation’s 
advocacy arm lobbying against Senate approval of the deal. 

That said, anti-treaty advocates are targeting eight Senate 
Republicans to close that three-vote gap. 

Sens. Kelly Ayotte (R-N.H.), Thad Cochran (R-Miss), 
Bob Corker (R-Tenn, Mike Enzi (R-Wyo.), Lindsey Graham 
(R-S.C.), Mark Kirk (R-Ill.), Rob Portman (R-Ohio) and John 
McCain (R-Ariz.) are on the list, according to Heritage 
Action. 

However McCain has joined others in the Senate in 
support of the Law of the Sea treaty, claiming it could be a 
much-needed check on an increasingly aggressive Chinese 
military in areas like the South China Sea. 



 14

Administration officials have long tied treaty ratification 
to maintaining stability in places like the South China Sea and 
other maritime hot spots in the Pacific and around the world. 

Treaty opponents in the Senate argue the pact does 
nothing to guarantee regional security along the waterways in 
the Pacific or elsewhere. 

The White House would also effectively tie the hands of 
the U.S. Navy to conduct operations in the region, since those 
missions would have to be reviewed and approved by treaty 
members, opponents claim. 

Aside from national security priorities, treaty ratification 
would also hand over power to the International Seabed 

Authority to distribute a portion of oil and gas royalties from 
offshore operations. 

Former Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld testified in 
June that relinquishing that kind of authority to an 
international body "based on rhetoric about common heritage 
of mankind" was simply unacceptable. 

Despite the political jockeying by proponents and 
opponents of the treaty, a ratification vote will not take place 
until after the November presidential elections, according to 
Senate Foreign Relations Committee Chairman John Kerry 
(D-Mass.). 
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13. U.S. Flexes RIMPAC Muscle In Asia Pacific 
Gennady Yevstafiev – retired Lieutenant General of the Russian Foreign Intelligence Service, talking about 
U.S.-Chinese relations in the light of RIMPAC drills. 
(VOICE OF RUSSIA 13 JUL 12) ... Yekaterina Kudashkina 

Just days before the start of this exercise the U.S. Pacific 
Command Chief, Admiral Samuel Locklear visited Beijing 
trying to assure the Chinese leadership that the Americans 
had only friendly intentions, that they did not mean to harm 
the relations between those two parties. However the Chinese 
seems to be somewhat hurt by these incidents. But what would 
be the meaning of that? What would be the implication of 
that? Is it a demonstration or what? 

Well, first of all we should understand that the 
heavyweight players are concentrated in this area. There is the 
U.S., the major military power, the growing military power of 
China, the important military power of Japan, and some other 
minor military powers, I’m not speaking about Russia which 
is part of the whole game. And secondly, when Americans say 
that they don’t mean any harm to China, it is a lip service 
because the Americans have been concentrating the efforts in 
the South-Pacific zone for at least twenty years but basically 
the last ten years there is a clearly visible increase of 
American effort in the area. 

And when we say that only two or three years ago the 
Americans have started to pay attention to the area, it is wrong 
because the major thing started at the end of the last century, 
at the early 90’es, because the area, especially such countries 
as Australia, Japan and maybe to a certain extent the 
Philippines, became the major element of American missile 
defense exercises. And already at the end of 90’es the 
American efforts in the missile defense really seriously 
changed the balance of forces in the area. And it appeared to 
be a tremendously big concern of the Chinese, and China 
started to develop and invest a lot into space explorations and 
missile construction. 

By the way, when we talk about what China thinks about 
the American effort we have to keep in mind that China is the 
only country in the world which has developed one, maybe not 
intermediate but close to intermediate range anti-ship missile 
which no other country possesses. Their intermediate Dong-
Feng 21D is the only missile which was researched and 
constructed to fight the big ships of American flattops which 
carry airplanes in the area. So, this is clearly a sign how the 
Chinese take the situation in their mind. Of course China is 
not competing with the U.S. and Russia for that matter in 
terms of nuclear warheads. They have their own plans, they 
have a rather compact and nearby nuclear forces at their 

disposal but the defense element, such as the anti-ship missile 
and submarines, they developed very much and this is actually 
against the efforts of the Americans. 

Now, we know that Mr. Obama has signed agreements 
with Australia on establishing its base near the area of Darwin 
on the territory of Australia which means that for the first time 
Americans after the World War II are returning to a really big 
presence, in concrete numbers of about 2000 marines are 
going to be stationed there. And secondly, there is a big effort 
to develop the ties of a military nature with Japan, South 
Korea, to protect these ties. But at the same time these 
countries like Japan, South Korea, Australia, they have 
bilateral developments. For example just recently Japan and 
South Korea have signed an agreement for the exchange of 
secret intelligence and military information. That is a clearly a 
step towards bigger cooperation. 

Americans have established helped Japan with the system 
which is called Aegis, this is for interception of as they say 
allegedly North Korean nonexistent missiles of this nature. 
But in reality this is aimed at trying to mollify the Chinese 
might in the field of strategic ballistic missiles. But not only 
this, we have seriously big signs, indirect sings but of a very 
serious nature. For example recently Japanese have introduced 
some amendments into their law on nuclear energy. And it 
appears that Japan in reality is preparing itself for the future 
eventuality of becoming a nuclear power because for the first 
time in history after the nuclear bombardment by Americans 
they have indirectly revised the three principles. There is a 
phrase which is called an amendment which is calling for 
using nuclear energy for the security of the country. This 
phrase could be unraveled, could be unwritten into the 
possession of nuclear arms if and when the situation is going 
to change. 

Now, coming to the maneuvers – these countries are very 
afraid, and Americans collected in these maneuvers all those 
countries which are afraid of the Chinese expansion policy in 
the South China Sea. There are number of unsettled territorial 
conflicts there, there are signs of huge oil and gas resources in 
the area and the countries are preparing to defend their wish 
and right to have part of this pie. And in this sense China 
considers this area to be its own whereas there are many other 
countries like Japan, Taiwan, Philippines and even Vietnam 
that don’t think that China has a right to the whole of the area. 
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So, in this sense Americans are very clever, under the 
pretext of cooperation and telling Chinese that there is no 
harm for their interests but in fact they are preparing the area 
to withstand the Chinese possible expansion and to broaden 
the cooperation. The participation of Russia in the 
maneuvering, in my judgment, it is questionable but on the 
other hand it will be a clear indication of what is going to 
happen there. As a matter of fact only recently we have just 
finished bilateral naval maneuvers with the Chinese. So, we 
are on the both sides of the barricades but I would like to see 
the situation when we consequently would be outside of 
possible misunderstandings and disputes about the political 
development in this area. 

So, only the future will show whether it is a right decision 
or not to participate in American sponsored naval exercises. 
But the fact that those exercises are definitely against the 
Chinese expansion and their interests, there is no doubt about 
that. Let’s hope nothing will come to the, not very soon, but it 
will not come to confrontation. By the way, in the long run it 
is a tremendous failure of American strategic policy because 
their strategic focus was to divert China from expanding into 
the South China Sea and to move it towards Middle Asia, 
towards confrontation with the Russian Federation. And to the 
credit of our leaders we have to mention that we managed 
avoid this movement, we managed to find a modus operandi 
with Chinese in many areas and we have secured a stable 
situation on our borders. 
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14. ASEAN Fails To Reach Common Ground On China Row 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 13 JUL 12) ... Sopheng Cheang 

PHNOM PENH, Cambodia -- Southeast Asian diplomats 
failed to reach common ground Friday on how to deal with a 
touchy territorial dispute involving China, as a regional 
conference ended without a joint statement for the first time in 
the bloc's 45-year history. 

The failure to issue a statement following the meeting of 
foreign ministers underscores deep divisions within the 10-
member Association of Southeast Asian Nations amid 
conflicting territorial claims in the resource-rich South China 
Sea involving four of its members plus China and Taiwan. 

ASEAN Secretary-General Surin Pitsuwan of Thailand 
said the Philippines and Vietnam wanted the statement to 
include a reference to a recent standoff between China and the 
Philippines at a shoal in the South China Sea claimed by both 
countries. 

The Philippine Department of Foreign Affairs issued a 
statement lambasting host Cambodia for "consistently 
opposing any mention of the Scarborough Shoal at all" and for 
announcing that a joint communique cannot be issued. 

According to the Philippine statement, Manila raised 
during the five-day conference the standoff that erupted in 
April between Chinese and Filipino government ships at the 
disputed Scarborough Shoal off the Philippines' northwest 
coast. It said Philippine Foreign Secretary Albert del Rosario 
wanted the ASEAN statement to mention that the territorial 
rift had been discussed. 

China opposes efforts to bring the South China Sea 
disputes into any international arena for discussions, arguing 
the conflicts should be tackled only between Beijing and each 
of the rival claimants. Vietnamese and Philippine diplomats 
have criticized Cambodia, which has close ties with China, for 
towing Beijing's line in the meetings in the Cambodian capital 
of Phnom Penh. 

Cambodian Foreign Minister Hor Namhong said his 
government does not support any side in the disputes. He 

added that the failure to issue a statement lies with all ASEAN 
members, not just Cambodia. 

"I requested that we issue the joint communique without 
mention of the South Shina Sea dispute ... but some member 
countries repeatedly insisted to put the issue of the 
Scarborough Shoal," he told reporters. 

"I have told my colleagues that the meeting of the 
ASEAN foreign ministers is not a court, a place to give a 
verdict about the dispute," he said. 

ASEAN's members announced earlier this week that they 
had drafted a set of rules governing maritime rights and 
navigation in the South China Sea, and procedures for when 
governments disagree. ASEAN then would have to negotiate 
with China, which is not a member of the group, to finalize 
what many want to be a legally binding "code of conduct" to 
prevent armed confrontations in the disputed region. 

The ASEAN countries presented their proposal to China 
at this week's conference, though Beijing will probably want 
to water down any language that ties its hands. 

The standoff between China and the Philippines in the 
Scarborough Shoal began when the Philippines accused 
Chinese fishermen of poaching in its exclusive economic 
zone, including the shoal. During the tensions, both sides sent 
government ships to the area. 

The Philippines has withdrawn its vessels in the area, but 
Chinese government ships have remained at the shoal, which 
Beijing claims to have owned since ancient times. 

Vietnam has protested a recent announcement by the 
China National Offshore Oil Corp. opening nine oil and gas 
lots for international bidders in areas overlapping with existing 
Vietnamese exploration blocks. Vietnam says the lots lie 
entirely within its 200-nautical-mile exclusive economic zone 
and continental shelf. 
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15. S. Korea, U.S., Japan Move Closer To Building Trilateral Alliance 
ROK, U.S., Japan Form 3-Way Consultative Body To Build Strong Alliance 
(YONHAP NEWS AGNECY (S.KOREA) 12 JUL 12) 

PHNOM PENH -- Top diplomats from South Korea, the 
United States and Japan said Thursday [ 12 July] that they 
have set up a three-way consultative body aimed at building a 

strong trilateral alliance in the face of North Korean 
aggression. 
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In a joint statement issued after trilateral talks on the 
sidelines of the ASEAN Regional Forum earlier in the day, 
South Korean Foreign Minister Kim Sung-hwan and his U.S. 
and Japanese counterparts -- Hillary Clinton and Koichiro 
Gemba -- announced the formation of the new body. 

"The ministers acknowledged the further need for 
developing trilateral cooperation, based on common interests, 
for promoting peace, prosperity and stability in the Asia-
Pacific region and beyond," the statement said. 

"Toward this end, the ministers announced the formation 
of a working-level steering group, based in Washington D.C., 
to facilitate trilateral cooperation," it said. 

The launch of the three-way consultative body reflected 
Washington's scheme to reinforce trilateral policy 
coordination with Seoul and Tokyo and more efficiently deal 
with North Korea's growing threats as well as China's rising 
military influence in the region, Seoul officials said. 

"It is the first time that South Korea, the U.S. and Japan 
have formed such a trilateral consultative body," a senior 
Seoul diplomat said on the condition of anonymity. 

Seoul and Japan are Washington's close allies in 
Northeast Asia, although their relations have been often frayed 
seriously in a series of disputes stemming from their shared 
history. Many Koreans still harbor deep resentment toward 
Japan because of its brutal colonial rule. 

But Washington officials have urged Seoul and Tokyo to 
increase their military cooperation. About 28,500 U.S. troops, 
mostly ground soldiers, are stationed in South Korea and more 
than 35,000 U.S. troops, mainly consisting of navy, air force 
and marines, are stationed in Japan. 

The international community is still keeping a wary eye 
on the North's untested new leader, Kim Jong-un, who took 

over Pyongyang's communist regime after his father died in 
December. 

Many analysts have raised concerns the young Kim may 
launch another provocation or military attack against South 
Korea to help him consolidate power and secure internal unity. 
Tension remains high on the Korean Peninsula after two 
deadly attacks by the North in 2010 that killed 50 South 
Koreans. 

Since North Korea's failed rocket launch in April, 
diplomatic efforts to resume the six-party talks on ending the 
North's nuclear ambitions have been frozen. 

In the statement, the ministers "urged North Korea to 
abandon all nuclear weapons and existing nuclear programs 
including uranium enrichment in a complete, verifiable and 
irreversible manner, and to suspend all activities related to its 
ballistic missile program." 

The ministers warned Pyongyang that, "Any provocation 
by North Korea, including another nuclear test or missile 
launch, will be met with a resolute and coordinated response 
from the international community." 

The remarks were a reiteration of their existing stance, but 
they served to make it clear that North Korea must abandon its 
provocative acts before resumption of the six-party talks could 
take place, Seoul officials said. 

"A different path remains open to North Korea if it 
refrains from provocations and complies with its international 
obligations and commitments," the ministers said. 

There have been concerns North Korea may soon conduct 
a third nuclear test to make up for its failed launch, given that 
the North's previous two rocket launches in 2006 and 2009 
were followed by nuclear tests. 
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16. India To Continue Training Of Singapore Troops 
(DEFENSE NEWS 12 JUL 12) ... Vivek Raghuvanshi 

NEW DELHI — Under a July 11 agreement reached 
between the visiting prime minister of Singapore, Lee Hsien 
Loong, and Indian Prime Minister Manmohan Singh here, 
India will continue to train troops from Singapore at India’s 
training facilities. 

India is already training Singaporean Air Force personnel 
at its facilities at Kalaikunda Air Base in West Bengal, where 
the two countries have previously held air exercises code 
named SINDEX. The two countries have held several joint 
exercises, with the first joint Army exercise taking place in 
India from Feb. 11 to April 5, 2005. 

The two countries signed an agreement in October 2003 
on defense cooperation, under which the defense forces of the 

two countries would conduct joint air, land and naval 
exercises in India and Singapore. The agreement also calls for 
joint cooperation in defense production between state-owned 
Indian defense firms and Indian ordnance factories and 
Singapore defense firms. 

New Delhi is keen to increase defense cooperation with 
Singapore as part of its “look east” policy and efforts to build 
stronger military linkages in the Asia-Pacific region to counter 
China, said Nitin Mehta, a defense analyst based here. 

In addition to the air and land exercises, the two countries 
also have held joint naval exercises, such as search-and-rescue 
operations and anti-piracy exercises around the Strait of 
Malacca and the Bay of Bengal. 
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17. Russian Ships Not Asked To Take Helicopters To Syria But Up To The Job 
(MOSCOW INTERFAX 12 JUL 12) 

Russian ships en route to the Mediterranean Sea are big 
enough to deliver military hardware to Syria, but no-one has 
asked the navy to do that, Interfax news agency said on 12 
July quoting a source in "structures associated with arms 
exports.” 

"The Aleksandr Otrakovskiy, the Georgiy Pobedonosets 
and the Kondopoga landing ships are big enough to take into 
their hangars not just three helicopters but a lot of other 

military hardware as well. For example, the Admiral 
Chabanenko big anti-submarine warfare ship has two 
helicopters on its deck. This however cannot serve as grounds 
for speculation that the navy has planned large-scale cross-
fleet exercises to cover up a quite legitimate delivery of 
several repaired Mi-25 helicopters," said the source. 
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"These are not Caribbean Crisis times; Russia plays 
strictly in line with the established rules and expects other 
international players to act in the same manner," said he. 

He said that navy combat training plans were drawn up 
late last year, and that the Black Sea and Gibraltar straits were 
booked for the passage of ships in advance. 

That said, he observed, the Russian navy "is under no 
obligation" to either open its hangars for inspection or stop 
calling at its bases. "It is its right and to duty to show the flag 
in any part of world ocean," he said. 

Another source, described as a "military-diplomatic" 
source, told Interfax that the Russian navy ships sailing to the 
Mediterranean were not carrying military cargo for Syria. 
(Interfax news agency, Moscow, in Russian 1105 gmt 12 Jul 
12) 

"Media reports that Russian navy ships will deliver to 
Syria three Mi-25 helicopters and air defence means do not 
correspond to reality. There is no military cargo for Syria on 
our ships," he said. 

He said that the three Mi-25 helicopters and air defence 
means would be delivered "to the customer" by a civilian 
freighter. "This issue is being worked on," he said. 

Interfax said that remarks made by a Russian official at 
the Farnborough air show on 11 July "indirectly" confirmed 
that the helicopters and air defence systems were still in 
Russia. 

The deputy director of the Federal Service for Military-
Technical Cooperation, Vyacheslav Dzirkaln, was quoted as 
telling the press that day that various options of delivering the 
repaired helicopters to Syria were being weighed up. "We 
must fulfil (the obligations - Interfax), and we shall fulfil 
them," he said. 

The report said that Interfax had not had official 
commentary from the Ministry of Defence as to whether navy 
ships were being used to deliver the helicopters to Syria. 

Russia's first deputy permanent representative at the UN, 
Aleksandr Pankin, has commented on the sending of navy 
ships to the Mediterranean and their planned calls at the 
Syrian port of Tartus. Interfax quoted him as saying in New 
York that this was not a show of force. (Interfax news agency, 
Moscow, in Russian 1051 gmt 12 Jul 12) 

Russian navy ships are heading for Tartus to refuel, and 
that has "no military aspect" to it and "is not a show of force,” 
Pankin said. 

In the meantime, Interfax-AVN military news agency 
reported on the progress of Russian ships through the 
Bosphorus and the Dardanelles (Interfax-AVN military news 
agency, Moscow, in Russian 0850 gmt 12 Jul 12) 

The report said, quoting a source in the General Staff, that 
the Smetlivyy escort ship and the Nikolay Filchenkov and the 
Tsezar Kunikov big landing ships had sailed through the 
Dardanelles and were in the Aegean Sea heading for the area 
where they are to join the Northern and Baltic fleet ships. 

The source said that in "about a week's time" the squadron 
will start operating under joint command, with the Admiral 

Chabanenko acting as the flagship. "The 'Russian village of 
ships' will see in 29 July, Russian Navy Day, together, to start 
operating as a single entity," he said, adding that ships will be 
calling at Tartus "only to refuel.” 

On the day of the meeting, commanders of ships 
representing the three fleets will meet up on the Admiral 
Chabanenko to discuss tasks and the schedule of joint sailing 
under joint command, said he. 

He denied media reports that "an armada of Russian ships 
is sailing to Syrian shores.” "No such task has been set for the 
squadron so far,” he said. However, support ships will be 
calling at Tartus on "a regular basis" to replenish stocks of 
water, fuel and foodstuffs. Combat ships will also be calling 
there "as dictated by technical necessity.” 

The squadron will practise joint sailing, air defence and 
anti-submarine warfare tasks and repelling small targets. 

Northern and Baltic Fleet ships will meet up in North Sea 
in the "coming days,” Interfax-AVN said, and will together 
pass through the Strait of Gibraltar. 

Later in the day on 12 July, Interfax-AVN said that the 
Baltic Fleet's the Yaroslav Mudryy and the Neustgrashimyy 
escort ships and the SBS-921 rescue tug on 12 July left 
Baltiysk. (Interfax-AVN military news agency, Moscow, in 
Russian 1410 gmt 12 Jul 12). 

Quoting the Defence Ministry's press and information 
directorate, the report said that they are heading for northern 
Atlantic where they will join Northern Fleet ships on 16 July 
and will together sail to the Mediterranean. 

In the meantime, the Northern Fleet's the Admiral 
Chabanenko, the Aleksandr Otrakovskiy, the Georgiy 
Pobedonosets, the Kondopoga, the Nikolay Chiker and the 
Sergey Osipov are holding air defence and anti-submarine 
warfare drills in the Norwegian Sea. 

Another Interfax-AVN report said that during the cruise 
the squadron will also practise teamwork as regards defending 
civilian ships against pirates. (Interfax-AVN military news 
agency, Moscow, in Russian 0541 gmt 12 Jul 12) 

These drills will involve support ships and naval infantry 
units as well. The report said that "all squadron units" are 
carrying naval infantry men. 

The press service and information directorate of the 
Russian Ministry of Defence has said that the Navy has 
reinstated the practice of long-range ocean cruises, which will 
focus on the holding of "practical actions" at sea by 
"combined cross-fleet groupings.” (Interfax-AVN military 
news agency, Moscow, in Russian 0606 gmt 12 Jul 12) 

"Every ship commander has been set a task to use every 
sea mile of the long-range ocean cruise for various tactical and 
ship exercises," said the statement received by Interfax-AVN. 

Ships will practise the use of helicopters in anti-
submarine warfare drills, carry out search-and-rescue 
exercises, transfer cargo from one moving ship on to another, 
hold air defence and communications drills. 
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18. Joint Naval Exercise Raises Tension In The Region 
Cypriot media reports claimed that Israel and the UK requested and received permission from Cyprus to hold 
their maneuvers. 
(JERUSALEM POST 12 JUL 12) ... Yaakov Katz 

Heightened tension was noted in the eastern 
Mediterranean Sea on Thursday amid reports that Israeli, 
British and Turkish naval forces were conducting 
simultaneous maneuvers near Cyprus. 

Cypriot media reports claimed that Israel and the UK 
requested and received permission from Cyprus to hold their 
maneuvers but that the Turkish Navy did not, and as a result 
Nicosia was considering submitting an official complaint to 
the United Nations. 

Ties between Israel, Cyprus and Greece have grown in 
recent years following the discovery of gas fields in the 
Mediterranean, some of them in areas that border Israeli and 
Cypriot economic waters. Ankara is opposed to Jerusalem’s 
decision to partner with Nicosia and has announced that it too 
will be conducting gas exploration in the area. 

“With all of these navies in the region something could 
happen,” one European diplomat said on Thursday when 
discussing the developments. 

IDF sources could not confirm reports but the navy 
announced earlier this week that it was increasing its patrols in 
the eastern Mediterranean, to protect gas fields where Israel is 
planning to begin extraction within the coming year. 

In addition, the navy is looking to secure a NIS 3 billion 
budget to purchase new surface vessels it claims are needed to 
effectively patrol and protect the new economic waters. 

Greek Foreign Ministry spokesman Gregory 
Delavekouras said Thursday that Turkey’s naval maneuvers 
were a violation of Cypriot sovereignty. 

“The constant efforts of Turkey to question the 
sovereignty of the Republic of Cyprus as well as to offend 
European institutions, such as the EU presidency, need to be 
put to an end. It is a wrong perception that leads nowhere,” 
Delavekouras said at a briefing in Athens. 

Coincidentally, Greek navy commander Vice Admiral 
Kosmas Christidis wrapped up a four-day visit to Israel on 
Thursday, during which he met with OC Navy Vice- Adm. 
Ram Rothberg and sailed on a Sa’ar 5-class missile ship. 

Defense officials said it was the first time that the 
commander of the Hellenic Navy has visited Israel, which 
they pointed to as a demonstration of the growing ties between 
the two countries. 

Jerusalem has significantly boosted its defense ties with 
Athens – to replace Ankara, which used to be the IDF’s main 
training partner. 
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19. Algerian Ship Makes Historic Visit To U.S. 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 12 JUL 12) ... Lt. Dan Day, U.S. Fleet Forces Command Public Affairs 

NEW YORK -- The Algerian navy ship ANS Soummam 
(937) arrived in New York City for a 5-day port visit, marking 
the first time an Algerian navy ship has ever visited the United 
States, July 9. 

Soummam transited the Atlantic Ocean as part of a 
training program for officer trainees from the Algerian Naval 
High School. 

"I was very moved when I saw the ship in the port of New 
York," said Abdallah Baali, Algerian ambassador to the 
United States. "It is truly a historic moment for us in New 
York and certainly for the crew and officers of the ship who 
came to the prestigious city of New York." 

The visit by Soummam displays the increasing 
cooperation between the United States and Algerian navies. 
Earlier this year, Algeria hosted the combined maritime 
operations center in Oran during Exercise Phoenix Express. 

"The great thing about a country's navy is that a naval 
ship can be used for multiple purposes," said Capt. Andy 
Lennon, the lead coordinator for the visit assigned to U.S. 6th 
Fleet headquarters. "It can be used in war and equally it can be 
used for diplomacy." 

While the training mission is designed to instruct students 
on navigating the world's oceans, the port visit is also part of 
their training. 

According to Baali, a cultural and sports program was 
developed to give the officer-trainees an opportunity to 

conduct exchanges with the U.S. Navy in order to better 
acquaint themselves with one of the world's largest navies and 
learn about its different services. 

The cultural program for the Algerian sailors included 
tours to various sites throughout the city, such as the United 
Nations, the Bronx Zoo and the 9/11 Memorial. 

"We have all been very excited to visit New York," said 
Algerian Capt. Mamia Mouzaoi. "It is a great opportunity to 
visit America, and the people have been very welcoming." 

Showing their appreciation for the hospitality, Soummam 
also hosted a reception aboard the ship, allowing for greater 
interaction between the crew, U.S. Navy, and government 
officials. 

"We are happy to have the Algerians here," said Terrence 
Holliday, New York City's Mayor's Office of Veterans Affairs 
commissioner. "New York is a great city with a warm heart 
and a lot to see. We appreciate everything they bring here to 
make this city richer." 

Throughout their visit, local U.S. Navy Sailors from Navy 
Operation Support Center New York City and Naval Weapons 
Station Earle New Jersey have been readily available to show 
the Soummam crew around the city. 

"We have U.S. Navy Sailors travelling with them to all of 
the sites throughout the visit," said Lennon. "It allows us more 
opportunities to engage on a personal level, hopefully giving 
both nation's Sailors a richer experience." 
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20. Interview: Chief Of The South African Navy Vice Admiral Johannes Mudimu 
(JANE’S DEFENCE WEEKLY 12 JUL 12) ... Sergei DeSilva-Ranasinghe 

PERTH -- The South African Navy's (SAN's) domestic 
and rgional role has grown in importance as the nation looks 
to remain an influential power on the African continent. As a 
result, in order to manage these escalating challenges 
effectively, as well as new strategic and operational 
considerations, the navy needs additional resources to replace 
some of its ageing vessels with newer acquisitions, according 
to South Africa's Navy chief, Vice Admiral Johannes 
Mudimu. 

He said that since 1994 the South African Navy's 
operational responsibilities have been transformed. "Our 
integration both nationally and as a navy into the Southern 
African Development Community and the African Union has 
resulted in us embracing a national strategic intent with our 
continental responsibilities: both economically and in terms of 
our defence response," Adm Mudimu told IHS Jane's . 

Adm Mudimu wants to develop the force into a "small, 
balanced and first-class navy that is respected worldwide as 
the leading navy on the continent of Africa.” As part of this 
transformation, the service is undergoing a significant 
restructure. 

"The core maritime force will consist of a versatile littoral 
navy with a credible blue-water capability," said Adm 
Mudimu. "[Additionally] Technology must be enabled to 
provide a network of long-range maritime surveillance, which 
covers at the very least South Africa's exclusive economic 
zone [EEZ]. 

"In order to consolidate our claim to this oceanic territory 
we must have the means to exercise sovereignty and patrol the 
Prince Edward and Marion Islands," he added. 

From 2004 to 2008 the South African Navy acquired a 
number of new vessels including four German-built Valour-
class frigates and three Heroine-class Type-209/1400 
submarines. 

Adm Mudimi said these acquisitions had led to a "total 
reconfiguration of the force design" and the need for the 
integration of some 26 associated new technologies and 
support infrastructure. 

"With the integration of these platforms has come an 
expansion in capability. The South African Navy regained 
both a blue-water and a three-dimensional capability, 
including such capabilities as anti-surface vessel, anti-
submarine and anti-air warfare operations," he said. 

The new acquisitions also strengthened South Africa's 
resolve to participate in more collaborative operations. For 

example, in July 2010 South Africa pledged to offer naval 
resources to assist the Southern African Development 
Community to combat piracy. More recently South Africa also 
played a key advisory role in helping to formulate the African 
Integrated Maritime Strategy 2050: an initiative designed to 
bring about greater co-operation regarding African maritime 
security issues such as drug trafficking, illegal fishing, piracy, 
smuggling and terrorism. 

Although operations in West African waters remain a key 
element of the navy's commitment to bolstering regional 
stability, its resources and attention are increasingly focused 
on South Africa's Indian Ocean coastline and beyond. 

"The employment domain on the west coast of the region 
does not presently require the full-time deployment of assets," 
Adm Mudimu said. "Recent emergent maritime threats have 
resulted in the main locus of activity generally being located 
within the Indian Ocean region with our operational tempo 
increasing dramatically [in that area]." 

Of particular importance is the navy's ongoing 
commitment to Operation 'Copper', an anti-piracy mission off 
the coast of Mozambique that started in January 2011. The 
mission is reportedly the navy's first standing commitment 
since the Second World War. Furthermore, the increasing 
strategic focus on the Indian Ocean has also led to the 
reclassification and upgrade of the naval station at Durban. 

Naval operations throughout the African littoral have led 
the SAN to dispense with obsolete platforms, upgrade its 
existing capabilities and procure additional vessels. To this 
end the combat support ship SAS Drakensberg completed a 
year-long refit in February 2010 and it is expected that a new 
survey ship will be procured to replace hydrographic vessel 
SAS Protea . The SAN also plans to build eight offshore patrol 
vessels and six inshore patrol vessels to strengthen its 
maritime surveillance presence throughout South Africa's 
territorial waters and EEZ. 

The availability of these assets will significantly enhance 
the navy's contribution to South Africa's maritime security and 
Africa's regional stability. "Domestic security can no longer be 
held separate to regional security," said Admiral Mudimu. 

Nevertheless, increased naval funding and future 
modernisation and acquisition plans are largely dependent on 
the South African defence review, which is due to be 
published imminently. 
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21. No Longer Just A U.S. Toy, Drones Go Global 
(REUTERS 12 JUL 12) ... Peter Apps 

FARNBOROUGH, England -- Having revolutionized 
warfare for the United States in the last 15 years, unmanned 
aerial drones are going global as the number of countries 
building and operating them soars. 

Until now, such systems have largely been the exclusive 
purview of the U.S. and a handful of allies. Washington 
allowed Britain, Italy and Turkey to buy U.S.-built drones and 
operate them usually alongside U.S. forces, but largely 
rejected requests from other nations keen to acquire the same 
capability. 

But that is quickly changing. U.S. firm General Atomics 
expects to make its first sales of an unarmed version of its 
Predator drones this year, with Latin America and the Middle 
East seen to be particularly fertile markets. 

"There has been very considerable international interest," 
retired U.S. Navy Rear Admiral Christopher Ames, now 
director of international strategic development for the 
company, told Reuters at this week's Farnborough 
International Airshow. 
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Flanked by video screens showing the firm's products in 
action in Iraq, Afghanistan and tracking pirates over the Indian 
Ocean, Ames said their combat record spoke for itself. 

Not only were human air crew not put at risk, he said, but 
use of unmanned aerial vehicles (UAVs) also offered huge 
savings in fuel and personnel costs over conventional manned 
aircraft. 

"The nations that have been operating with us in 
coalition... have seen what it can do in practice," he said.. 
"Their conviction goes beyond what marketing hype can 
provide." 

Privately owned San Diego-based General Atomics was 
one of the pioneers of early drone technology, operating them 
first in the Balkans in the 1990s. While the Israeli military has 
long embraced unmanned aircraft, recruiting specialists 
directly from model aircraft clubs, other air forces including 
that of the United States were initially distinctly skeptical. 

But the wars that followed the attacks of September 11, 
2001 changed all that. In Iraq, Afghanistan, Pakistan, Yemen, 
Somalia and elsewhere, U.S. forces have become increasingly 
reliant on drones ranging from tiny aircraft operated by 
infantrymen to those that can fly hundreds or even thousands 
of miles and stay aloft over 24 hours. 

Under the presidency of Barack Obama in particular, they 
have often been the weapon of choice for targeted killings of 
leading al Qaeda militants, as well as a favorite tool for long-
range spy flights over potentially unfriendly countries. 

The winding down of combat operations in Afghanistan 
may reduce the current level of U.S. drone demand, industry 
executives say. But the global market, they suspect, is only 
beginning to hot up. 

Until now, Washington has remained able to exercise 
considerable control over even those drones it has sold abroad. 
Britain's Royal Air Force, for example, bases the pilots flying 
its drones over Afghanistan at a U.S. air force base in Nevada 
alongside their U.S. counterparts. 

That, experts say, cannot last. 
Drones Pride Of Place 
"In the future, if you're a moderately serious air force... 

you're going to want to have at least a medium-level 
endurance drone with the capability to mount reconnaissance 
and probably deploy weapons," says Douglas Barrie, a senior 
fellow for aerospace at London's International Institute for 
Strategic Studies. "It also may or may not be stealthy... We are 
only at the very beginning of that now." 

With aircraft such as Predator, the much longer-range 
Global Hawk built by Northrop Grumman Corp and the top-
secret and stealthy Lockheed Martin Sentinel -- one of which 
crashed and was captured on an apparent mission over Iran 
last year -- the United States remains by far the leader of the 
pack. 

But perhaps inevitably, the gap is closing. 
At this year's Farnborough Air Show, almost every major 

international aircraft maker brought with them their own latest 
drone. Outside its large chalet, Britain's BAE Systems 
displayed its long-range Taranis stealth UAV prototype in 
prime position alongside its Hawk trainer -- the aircraft used 
by the RAF's Red Arrows display team -- as well as a World 
War Two-era Spitfire. 

"What we're looking at is effectively jumping straight to 
the next generation," said Martin Rowe-Wilcocks, BAE head 

of international business development for future combat air 
systems. "We're able to look at those systems that are already 
in service and learn from them." 

Israel has long sold small unarmed drones to a range of 
countries, but other producers are also muscling in. Russian 
news agency RIA Novosti reported in April that Russia hoped 
to fly its first prototype domestically produced armed drone as 
soon as 2014. 

China has made it clear it is interested in building similar 
systems, and both countries are expected to have done what 
they can to persuade Tehran to share its captured Sentinel. 

As demand but also international competition rises, some 
U.S. firms worry Washington's attempts to slow the spread of 
drone technology may leave it falling behind. 

Diplomatic cables released by WikiLeaks show several 
countries including United Arab Emirates and Saudi Arabia 
asking U.S. officials to buy armed drones but being rebuffed. 

Washington says its commitments to the Missile 
Technology Control Regime (MTCR), a non-binding 
international agreement designed to limit the spread of long-
range precision weaponry, restrict drone export. 

U.S. Firms Disadvantaged? 
Industry leaders warn that could see the U.S. drone sector 

going the way of its commercial satellite production, 
effectively strangled by export controls seen as effectively 
killing its dominance of the sector just as new rivals emerge. 

"The unmanned area is growing by leaps and bounds," 
says Marion Blakey, president of the Aerospace Industries 
Association. "The Missile Technology Control Regime is 
something that really needs to be addressed because it's 
disadvantaging U.S. industry." 

The export-variant Predator, General Atomics says, 
should deal with some of those concerns. It will have no "hard 
points" to attach missiles and would be deliberately 
engineered to make adding new weaponry impossible, it says. 

Retailing at $3-4 million an item, the unarmed export 
drone is way cheaper than most equivalent aircraft, Ames said. 

"There are countries that for a long time have been asking 
for Predator," he said. "It (the export variant) opens that up to 
us." 

Other U.S. defense firms are also investing growing 
quantities of their own money in new and innovative UAVs. 
Boeing recently test-flew its prototype "Phantom Eye,” a high-
altitude drone capable of staying airborne for days at a time. 

Even if foreign markets remain sometimes off-limits, the 
Pentagon is seen as still keen to expand the use of drones into 
new areas. Lockheed Martin says it is investing in unmanned 
technologies and plans to compete for a future U.S. Navy 
contract to build a next-generation drone that will operate 
from aircraft carriers. 

That contest is also likely to include Northrop Grumman 
Corp, maker of the X-47B, a U.S. Navy program that is 
demonstrating some of the initial capabilities that would be 
packed on the future carrier drones. 

Officials say Britain is also increasingly interested in 
naval drones to operate from carriers as well as a range of 
smaller warships. But BAE's Rowe-Wilcocks says the real 
growth area will ultimately be the civilian sector. 

Within a decade or so, he believes unmanned aircraft will 
routinely operate in European air space, providing surveillance 
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for law enforcement agencies, maritime patrol and a host of 
other functions. 

"The test will be whether the public will accept unmanned 
aircraft overhead in the way they accept those with someone 

in the cockpit," he says. "At this stage, I think we're more or 
less there technologically. It is really going to be a regulatory 
and particularly cultural challenge." 
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PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
22. Navy's Cuts Aided Promotion Prospects, Personnel Chief Says 
(STARS AND STRIPES 12 JUL 12) ... Sandra Jontz 

NAPLES, Italy — The Navy’s process of involuntarily 
separating roughly 3,000 Sailors in overmanned ratings has 
resulted in better prospects for advancement and might never 
need to be repeated, the chief of naval personnel told Sailors 
in Naples on Thursday. 

Meanwhile, the Navy is seeking incentives to encourage 
Sailors on shore duty to fill critical technical jobs on ships that 
are under staffed, Vice Adm. Scott Van Buskirk said. 

Van Buskirk said he recognized wounds still are fresh 
among Sailors affected by the enlisted retention board, which 
involuntarily separated Sailors in 31 jobs because of budgetary 
constraints and a record re-enlistment rate. 

The decision to separate nearly 3,000 Sailors “was not 
very palatable, not very popular and certainly for people who 
wanted to stay in our Navy, not a great situation,” Van 
Buskirk told the nearly 200 Sailors and civilians gathered. 
“The good news is, we’re through that. We don’t plan on 
doing an ERB for next year, the year after that, or the year 
after. Hopefully never again. 

“Though difficult, the result is that the tool contributed to 
a much healthier advancement environment than in recent 
history,” he said. 

Van Buskirk also said some ships at sea face shortages of 
Sailors with critical technical skills and he encouraged 
qualified Sailors to step up to fill those jobs. 

“We have some gaps at sea for some of the very senior 
technical ratings that are making it much more difficult for our 
ships at sea,” Van Buskirk said. 

Incentives being considered for those who fill the gaps 
include expanding the number of sea-duty jobs eligible to 
receive extra cash, he said. 

In a subsequent interview with Stars and Stripes, Van 
Buskirk played down the significance of the number of firings 
of senior Navy personnel since the start of last year, saying 
holding leaders accountable is a matter of public trust. 

“Is there a mass number? No … But the ones you see 
reported [are] because of the behavior that they exhibited, 
poor choices that they’ve made in command, and so we’re 
going to swiftly deal with that and make sure they’re not in a 
position to influence other people that they’re leading,” he 
said. 

Twelve Navy leaders have been relieved of command in 
2012, and 22 were relieved last year. 

“In terms of being transparent in how we deal with this 
creates a sensationalism of the situation,” he said. “But at the 
same time, I think that it’s important for our young men and 
women, and the public, to know we’re holding the people 
accountable.” 

During the morning all-hands call, Sailors asked Van 
Buskirk an array of personnel questions: One asked why jobs 
for the ships to be ported in Rota, Spain, have yet to be posted 
on the Navy’s web-based system that allows Sailors see and 
apply for jobs. The Navy plans to position four ships at Rota 
beginning in fiscal 2014 as part of a European missile defense 
plan. Since final plans have yet to be presented to Congress, 
the jobs can’t be posted, Van Buskirk answered. 

Another Sailor sought an update on the individual 
augmentee program, set up to deploy Sailors mostly to war 
zones to help the Army and Marine Corps. With combat 
missions in Iraq now over, and troops planning an exit from 
Afghanistan, the need has diminished, and the Navy is filling 
remaining slots with Reserve Sailors instead of plucking from 
the active-duty force, Van Buskirk responded. 
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23. Chief Of Naval Personnel Emphasizes Readiness To Sailors In Naples 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 12 JUL 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Jack Georges, Navy Region Europe, Africa, 
Southwest Asia Public Affairs 

NAPLES, Italy -- The chief of naval personnel stressed 
the chief of naval operations' three tenets of 'Warfighting First, 
Operate Forward and Be Ready' during an all-hands call at 
Naval Support Activity Naples, Italy, July 12. 

Vice Adm. Scott Van Buskirk emphasized Naval 
Personnel Command's efforts to manage a sustainable and 
resilient force composed of the right number of Sailors with 
the right skills for the job while attracting, recruiting and 
retaining the highest quality personnel. 

"I don't think there is a better example of the chief of 
naval operations' three tenets of 'Warfighting First, Operate 
Forward and Be Ready' than all of you here today. You are 
doing it all in probably the most dynamic theater in the 
world," said Van Buskirk. 

While acknowledging the valuable work of service 
members in the region, Van Buskirk said the three tenets must 
also guide the Navy as it considers future challenges. 

"One of the areas we have a challenge has to do with jobs 
on ships that require very specific critical skills. We have 
some gaps at sea for some very technical ratings," said Van 
Buskirk. 

In response to these vacant positions, the Navy has sought 
to provide incentives to Sailors with critical skills who return 
to sea duty early. Incentives include increased opportunities 
for retention as well as advantages when choosing new 
assignments. 

"I think you may even see some more sea-duty incentive 
pay available for more ratings too," said Van Buskirk. 
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Filling sea-duty billets that require critical skills enables 
the Navy to effectively meet the chief of naval operations' 
sailing directions. 

Van Buskirk said the key is to find the right mix of skill 
sets, sea and shore billets and to continue providing incentives 
for Sailors to help encourage Sailors to select sea-duty billets. 

Van Buskirk is scheduled to continue his trip to Naval 
Station Rota where he will also interact with Sailors in an 
effort to hear directly what issues are important to today's 
Sailors based overseas. 

Navy Region Europe, Africa, Southwest Asia delivers 
efficient and effective shore service support to U.S. and allied 
forces operating in Europe, Africa, and the Middle East. 
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24. Big E Begins Coalition Of Sailors Against Destructive Decisions Program 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 13 JUL 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Gregory White, Enterprise Carrier Strike Group 
Public Affairs 

USS ENTERPRISE, At Sea -- Service members aboard 
aircraft carrier USS Enterprise (CVN 65) formed a Coalition 
of Sailors Against Destructive Decisions (CSADD) committee 
aboard the ship July 10. 

CSADD is a peer-to-peer mentoring program geared 
toward assisting Sailors in making positive decisions in all 
areas of their lives. 

The program was originally created for those in ROTC, 
JROTC and similar programs. However, it quickly spread 
throughout the Navy and is now a resource for all Sailors. 

Enterprise Command Master Chief Dwayne E. Huff, 
initiated the organization of the program aboard the carrier 
after attending a number of captain's masts which he felt could 
have been prevented if the Sailors involved were better 
informed before making the decisions that landed them in 
trouble. 

"I believe that if Sailors have a program like CSADD and 
the mentorship that it offers, we will all benefit from it," said 
Huff. "I've been involved in the program at previous 
commands and I've seen how successful it can be when it is 
utilized correctly." 

The purpose of the program is peer mentorship. The goals 
of its members are to get a group of Sailors who, through 
networking and discussion, can create ways to inform and 
inspire others to make better decisions, and to equip all hands 
with the tools they need to make those decisions. 

"Once fully organized and established, we will meet 
weekly to put together ideas to help with the message we're 
driving to our Sailors," wrote Gunner's Mate 2nd Class Kyle 
T. Gregory, a member of CSADD, in an e-mail to the other 
members of the coalition. 

The coalition has different topics they want to focus on 
every month in an effort to raise awareness about these issues. 
Topics range from addressing problems such as sexual assault 
to everyday issues such as car buying. 

"Once or twice a month we will give training to the 
command via posters, skits, departmental training, etc.," wrote 
Gregory. 

"With a program like CSADD in place Sailors have an 
option to ask questions and gain perspective before making 
decisions that could affect them in an unexpected manner," 
said Huff. "If we get the volunteers needed to get involved and 
get this program off of the ground, and if we gain interest from 
Sailors in utilizing the tools we offer, then the program can be 
a real success here." 

Huff said that he believes CSADD will help Sailors make 
informed decisions, build trust and develop healthier 
relationships. It may not totally alleviate certain problems but 
it will definitely help. 

CSADD recently held its first meeting and plan to meet at 
least once per month throughout the rest of deployment. 
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25. Active-Duty Personnel Costs Projected To Spike 
(NAVY TIMES 12 JUL 12) ... Rick Maze 

The Defense Department’s average costs to maintain a 
service member on active duty has jumped 50 percent since 
2001, to $158,000 per year, with even faster growth predicted 
in the future, according to a Congressional Budget Office 
report that looks at long-range implications of the pending 
2013 defense budget. 

Personnel costs have been climbing at a rate of about 
$4,000 per person per year since 2001, according to the report 
released Wednesday by the nonpartisan budget office but are 
expected to rise by an average of $4,700 a year over the next 
several years, despite Defense Department efforts to hold 
down costs. 

By 2017, CBO forecasts costs will be $170,000 per 
person, and by 2030, $215,000 per person. 

These expenses are greater than DoD has budgeted for. 
Moreover, the congressional report predicts some of DoD’s 
proposed offsetting cost-savings initiatives won’t happen and 
that per-person costs will rise as the force shrinks. 

One prediction in the report is that a Pentagon plan to cap 
military pay raises beginning in 2015 will not happen. CBO 
“assumes” pay and benefits expenses will rise from $201 
billion in 2013 to $211 billion in 2017 because the services no 
longer will be able to tuck away those costs in the wartime 
contingency budget and because pay raises will end up being 
“higher than DoD proposes.” 

For example, the Pentagon proposes basic pay increases 
of 0.5 percent in 2015, 1 percent in 2016 and 1.5 percent in 
2017 — all lower than the projected growth in average 
private-sector wages of 3.3 percent in 2015 and 3.5 percent in 
2016 and 2017. 

CBO expects Congress will provide military raises that 
match the private sector. 

By 2030, CBO expects the cost of pay and benefits to rise 
to $258 billion, in part because of average pay increases of 1.5 
percent a year, according to the forecast. 

Similarly, CBO assumes that Congress will prevent the 
Defense Department from raising fees for Tricare health 
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coverage for military retirees and their families. This is one 
reason the report projects 6 percent growth per year in health 
care costs while the Pentagon’s five-year budget projects 
increases of 2.6 percent per year. 

CBO estimates the $47 billion military health care budget 
for 2013 will jump to $65 billion by 2017 and to $95 billion 
by 2030. 
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26. CNIC Hosts Transition Webinar For Families 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 12 JUL 12) ... Commander, Navy Installations Command Public Affairs Staff 

WASHINGTON -- Commander, Navy Installations 
Command will host a Transition Assistance Program (TAP) 
Webinar for Families July 18, 9-10 a.m. EDT. This webinar 
offers an introduction to a new on-demand TAP training series 
that has been designed specifically for transitioning families. 

Military Families in Transition, offers four subject 
modules to help service members and their families make a 
smooth transition into civilian life. 

It provides an overview of the services at Fleet and 
Family Support Centers, reviews the pre-separation checklist 

(DD Form 2648), provides a brief overview of veterans' 
benefits, and the Department of Labor's Employment 
Workshop. 

To register for the webinar, visit 
http://zeiders.adobeconnect.com/mfitshowcase/. Type your 
name in the box next to the "Enter as a Guest" label then click 
"Enter." The classroom will open in a new screen window 
(disable pop-up blocker). For assistance email the LMS 
Helpdesk atlearning@zeiders.com. 
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FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
27. Retired U.S. Military Brass Wage Political Battle For Biofuels 
(REUTERS 12 JUL 12) ... Roberta Rampton 

WASHINGTON -- A coalition of retired U.S. military 
officers defended the Pentagon's plans to boost the use of 
more expensive biofuels, telling senators and their staff on 
Thursday that reduced dependence on oil from the Middle 
East would ultimately reduce costs and improve national 
security. 

The U.S. veterans were fighting efforts by some 
Republicans to stop the purchase of expensive biofuels and 
spending on biofuel refineries at a time when defense budgets 
face massive cuts. 

"A small investment in biofuels could reap trillions of 
dollars for the country at large," said Dan Nolan, a retired 
Army colonel, at a Capitol Hill briefing on Thursday 
organized by the Truman National Security Project, a left-
leaning advocacy group on military, energy and foreign policy 
issues. 

"What the Navy has invested in biofuels is such a small 
percentage of what the total investment in fuel is," Nolan said. 

The Pentagon is the single largest buyer of oil in the 
world. 

Long-Term Strategy 
The briefing came after Admiral Jonathan Greenert, the 

Pentagon's chief naval officer, meet with about 100 Senate 
staff members on the military's biofuels projects. 

Much of the congressional scrutiny has focused on the 
Navy's "Green Fleet" demonstration project, for which the 
Pentagon paid $12 million for 450,000 gallons of biofuel, 
nearly $27 a gallon. 

The project, and others like it, are designed to make sure 
alternative fuels can be used without harming operations, but 
the military will not be buying it in large quantities until costs 
are competitive, the veterans said. 

The Navy is preparing to test a carrier strike force, that 
has come to be known as the "Green Fleet," powered largely 
by alternative fuels. The test begins on July 18 during the six-
week, 22-nation Rim of the Pacific exercises, the largest 
annual global naval maneuvers. 

"You've got to pay up-front to get the benefit down 
range," said Stephen Cheney, a retired Brigadier General with 
the U.S. Marine Corps. "It's going to be amortized over the life 
of the program." 

Part of the problem with the Navy's program is its name, 
said Cheney, who leads the American Security Project, a 
bipartisan advocacy group that met on Wednesday at the 
White House with other biofuels backers for a "pep talk" on 
fighting back against critics. 

"What do you instinctively think when you hear 'Green 
Fleet?' Environmental, green, left, Greenpeace," Cheney said. 

"I told them yesterday, I would call it 'America's Fleet.' 
Take the green out of it," he said. 

Michael Breen, a retired Army captain who served in 
combat in Iraq and Afghanistan, put the blame on presidential 
election-year politics for the attack on the biofuel project. 

"There's the desire by some to paint the Obama 
administration as this radical, socialist, environmentalist 
administration" that has infiltrated the Pentagon, said Breen, 
vice-president of the Truman Project. 
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28. McCain Warns Defense Bill 'In Danger' Of Not Passing For First Time In 50 Years 
(THE HILL 12 JUL 12) ... Jeremy Herb 

Sen. John McCain (R-Ariz.) warned Thursday that the 
Senate could fail to pass a defense authorization bill for the 
first time in 50 years. 

McCain urged Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid (D-
Nev.) to allow a vote on the bill, which could become the 
victim of a time crunch on the floor. The bill would require 
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several days of floor time to wade through potentially 
hundreds of amendments. 

“It is not our right, it’s our obligation to get the 
authorization bill to the president’s desk,” McCain, the 
ranking member of the Armed Services Committee, said from 
the Senate floor. “We may have significant disagreements, but 
for 50 years, this body has passed a defense authorization bill 
and it has been signed by the president of the United States, 
and we are in some danger of not having it happen, not letting 
this happen, this year.” 

The bill passed the Armed Services Committee 
unanimously in May, and at the time Chairman Carl Levin (D-
Mich.) said he expected it to come to the floor in June or July. 

But time before the monthlong August recess is quickly 
running out, although Levin said Tuesday he remained 
“hopeful” it could come up before the recess. 

The last two years, the bill has not been passed until the 
end of the year, and Reid held it up in a dispute about terror 
detainees last year. 

This time around, however, there’s major concern about 
finishing the bill before the November election because of the 
mountain of legislation to be taken up during the lame-duck 
session. That likely includes dealing with sequestration and 
the $500 billion cut to defense, something that the Armed 
Services heads are also focused on. 

The House has passed its authorization bill, which has 
some differences with the Senate bill that would need to be 
resolved in conference committee. The House bill is about $3 
billion higher than the bill that passed the Senate Armed 
Services Committee. 
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29. Nuclear Deterrence Vital In Complex World, General Says 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 12 JUL 12) ... Amaani Lyle 

WASHINGTON – Deterrence planning and forces must 
fit today’s unique global security environment, the 
commander of U.S. Strategic Command said today. 

Air Force Gen. C. Robert “Bob” Kehler said a “safe, 
secure and effective” nuclear deterrent is vital in a “complex 
and uncertain world” that includes nuclear weapons and 
nuclear-armed states, and where several of those states are 
modernizing their weapons and systems. 

“While nuclear weapons represent a unique, relevant and 
powerful deterrent capability, this is not your father’s nuclear 
force,” Kehler told the Reserve Officers Association here. 
“We’ve witnessed an impressive 67-year period with neither 
nuclear use nor major-power war. During that time, we 
regularly adjusted our nuclear capabilities to match the global 
environment.” 

The general recalled deterrence and assurance have been 
part of the national lexicon for well more than half a century. 

“For many of those decades strategic deterrence really 
meant nuclear deterrence … because strategic attack really 
meant nuclear attack on the U.S. or our allies,” Kehler said. 
“In those days, our predecessors envisioned that a nuclear 
attack could be a sudden surprise or could arise in the course 
of a large conventional conflict.” 

In either case, Kehler explained, a nuclear attack would 
typically be met with a “one-size-fits-all” deterrence strategy. 

That era, he said, passed with the end of the Cold War. 
“Strategic deterrence an assurance remain relevant concepts 
today, but [now] we are shaping these concepts for a broader 
array of individual actors -- each with their own unique 
context,” the general said. 

Perhaps most dramatically is the development of tailored 
deterrence, which according to the general requires a “deeper 
and more comprehensive understanding of these actors and 
their decision processes.” 

“[Tailored deterrence] requires a robust understanding of 
the threats [adversaries] pose and more flexibility and speed in 
our strategy development and … planning,” Kehler said. 

Such flexibility involves an adjustment in assets as 
dictated by mission requirements, he said. 

At the height of the nuclear build-up, Kehler said, the 
U.S. had more than 30,000 nuclear weapons of all kinds, and 
the Soviet Union had comparable numbers. In total, the U.S. 
nuclear stockpile has been reduced by more than 75 percent 
since the Berlin Wall fell in November 1989, he added. 

The U.S. also withdrew numerous weapons from abroad, 
deactivating whole classes of weapons such as ground and 
sea-launched cruise missiles and the Pershing II ballistic 
missile, he explained. 

“These are significant … very positive changes [and] at 
each decision point along the way, the United States carefully 
accounted for potential impacts on deterrent capability and 
strategic stability,” he added. 

The end result is a substantially smaller nuclear force that 
can still deter adversaries, assure allies and maintain strategic 
stability in future crises, Kehler said. 

“The triad of ballistic missile submarines, ICBMs and 
nuclear heavy bombers with their associated tankers continue 
to serve us well.” 

The general said he and others in Stratcom are mindful of 
the capabilities that may still inflict enormous damage on the 
U.S. and its allies. 

“Today’s world … includes the threat of the proliferation 
of nuclear weapons and delivery systems, a growing potential 
for disruption or destructive attack through cyberspace and the 
danger of weapons of mass destruction in the hands of violent 
extremists.” 

And as long as those threats exist “it’s Stratcom’s job to 
offer the president a safe, secure, effective nuclear deterrent 
force as a vital component of the multi-faceted strategic 
deterrent the country needs to meet the challenges of the 21st 
century,” he said. 
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30. Navy May Buy More F-35s, Not Fewer, Under F/A-XX Initiative 
(AOL DEFENSE 12 JUL 12) ... Sydney J. Freedberg Jr. 

PENTAGON -- The Navy's F/A-XX initiative has been 
depicted as an ultra-advanced "sixth generation" aircraft that 
the Navy would prefer to buy instead of Lockheed Martin's F-
35 Joint Strike Fighter. But AOL Defense interviews with 
Navy and industry sources strongly suggest that the service 
has little appetite for another expensive development program 
and that the most likely candidate for the F/A-XX is, in fact, 
an upgraded F-35. 

"We're not chasing the next shiny object," a Navy official 
told AOL Defense. "We're looking to what is the art of the 
possible with regard to affordable warfighting capability." 

So while the Navy is considering an all-new design for 
F/A-XX, he said, "the answer might be a continued buy of 
whatever legacy platforms are out there at the time." And the 
only existing fighter that will still be in production in 2030, he 
acknowledged, will be the F-35. 

The driver here isn't some Navy desire for a sixth-
generation super-plane: It's the Navy's need to replace Boeing 
F/A-18E/F Super Hornets that will start reaching the end of 
their projected service life after 2025. F/A-XX is simply the 
Navy's name for whatever aircraft comes next. The service's 
Request For Information sent out to aerospace companies this 
spring explicitly solicited concepts – no one is at the stage of 
submitting actual proposals – both for "new design aircraft" 
and for "concepts derived from legacy aircraft." 

AOL Defense has learned that Lockheed Martin has 
submitted one of each: an all-new, advanced, "sixth-
generation" design and a derivative of its F-35C. 

"If I had to bet," said an industry source, "[I'd say] what 
the Navy would do is an F-35C-plus." 

It's not that the Navy is uninterested in cutting-edge 
technologies. "We're pulsing industry currently with the RFI 
to find out what they are seeing as the art of the possible," said 
the Navy official: directed-energy weapons such as lasers, 
supersonic tailless airframes, advanced fuel-efficient engines 
able to provide better speed or range, improved forms of 
stealth, even making the plane "optionally manned" so it can 
sometimes fly without a pilot aboard. But "you have to 
sprinkle affordable in there," he emphasized. "Affordability is 
a huge concern." 

So can the Navy afford a major new development 
program for the F/A-XX? Presumably the current budget 
crunch will end sometime. 

"There are people who think that sometime in the next ten 
years that the R&D cash can be found for a sixth-gen fighter, 

and technologically there's a lot you can do," Teal Group 
analyst Richard Aboulafia told AOL Defense. But until F/A-
XX actually becomes an item in the budget, he said, "I 
wouldn't actually take it seriously from a cash standpoint." 

Loren Thompson – consultant, analyst, and frequent 
contributor to AOL Defense – put it more bluntly: "I doubt 
F/A-XX will ever get beyond the advanced PowerPoint stage," 
he said. "A sixth-generation fighter is unlikely to be 
operational before mid-century, assuming a time lag similar to 
that between F-15/16 and F-22/35." 

It's not impossible to field an all-new fighter design by 
2030 if the Navy starts soon – but that would require finding 
significant funding in the next few years, when budgets are 
tightening. And while some in the Navy would love to raid the 
F-35 budget to launch a new program, the political odds are 
against them. 

"I don't think it's any secret that the Department is 
committed to F-35," said the Navy official. "It's a given: Some 
level of F-35 inventory at this point has to be assumed." That's 
where planning for the F/A-XX has to start. 

So the easiest course, politically and fiscally, is not to 
launch a new program but to let the F-35 evolve. Not 
everything envisioned for a "sixth-generation" fighter could fit 
onto a future version of the F-35, but a lot could. Lockheed 
has studied making an unmanned F-35, for example. Northrop 
Grumman explored concepts for putting a laser weapon in the 
Joint Strike Fighter. Perhaps most important, the existing 
airframe could be outfitted with more advanced, fuel-efficient 
engines to get the extra range that's critical to the Navy's 
AirSea Battle concept. 

For now, the Navy is simply exploring its options. There 
are plenty of hurdles to get a program off the ground. 
Currently, staffers are finishing the draft of an F/A-XX Initial 
Capabilities Document (ICD) for Navy leaders to review. If 
the admirals approve, the ICD gets to go before the inter-
service Joint Requirements Council; if the JROC approves, 
then F/A-XX goes before the Under Secretary of Defense for 
Acquisition, Frank Kendall; and if Kendall approves, the Navy 
can launch a formal "analysis of alternatives" (AOA) – one set 
of alternatives being a new design versus an F-35 derivative. 

"We're shooting to get to an AOA by this fall or winter," 
said the Navy official. When would that analysis be finished, 
and the Navy ready to decide which alternative to pursue? 
Given the complexities, he said, "our initial guess is a couple 
of years right now." 

Return to Index 
 

31. Bell Helicopter CEO "Bullish" Despite U.S. Budget Uncertainty 
(REUTERS 12 JUL 12) ... Andrea Shalal-Esa 

FARNBOROUGH, England -- Bell Helicopter, a unit of 
Textron Inc, expects substantial growth in its commercial 
business in 2012 and sees stable orders in its military business 
despite cuts in U.S. military spending. 

John Garrison, Bell's president and chief executive, said 
on Thursday he was upbeat about the outlook given strong 
commercial demand and continued work on three large U.S. 
military aircraft programs, which would provide stable orders. 

"I am pretty bullish," Garrison told Reuters after a half-
hour demonstration flight on the V-22 tilt-rotor airplane at the 

Farnborough International Airshow. Bell builds the V-22, or 
Osprey, for the U.S. military as part of a partnership with 
Boeing Co. 

"There is a lot of positive momentum at Bell Helicopter 
despite the challenging (Department of Defense) environment 
and the challenging world economic environment," said 
Garrison, who said he felt like a "kid in a candy store" every 
time he got to fly in the V-22. 

The V-22, which takes off and lands like a helicopter but 
flies like a plane, was one of the stars of this year's airshow 
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and a military show last weekend, with U.S. officials keen to 
generate foreign sales as their own spending comes under 
pressure. 

The plane can carry four crew and 24 troops, and flies at 
up to 280 miles per hour at an altitude of up to 25,000 feet. 

In addition, it can refuel other aircraft in mid-flight and 
recently demonstrated a 2,600-mile roundtrip flight to test its 
ability to carry out a rescue mission from a U.S. submarine. 

Foreign Sale 
U.S. Marine Corps officials have been working closely 

with executives from Bell and Boeing to broker the first 
foreign sale of the V-22, with all sides fairly confident an 
initial sale of eight to 12 planes will be signed within the next 
year. 

The team also hopes to wrap up negotiations with the 
Navy about a second five-year procurement deal for 98 more 
V-22s before the end of the year and is pitching the plane for 
several additional U.S. military missions, including search and 
rescue and bringing supplies to warships. 

Garrison said everyone in the defense industry was 
concerned about $500 billion in additional Pentagon budget 

cuts due to take effect on January 2. Bell was focused on 
expanding its commercial sales, which now account for 35 
percent of overall sales, compared with 65 percent for the 
military side. 

Bell will also compete with other manufacturers for a new 
Army helicopter to replace Bell's Armed Reconnaissance 
Helicopter, which was canceled in 2008 for major cost 
overruns. 

Boeing, United Technologies Corp's Sikorsky Aircraft, 
AgustaWestland, a unit of Italy's Finmeccanica SpA, and 
EADS North America, part of European group EADS, all 
expect to compete for that long-awaited program, if the Army 
decides to proceed. 

Bell will participate in a flight demonstration with its 
revamped OH-58 Kiowa Warrior in late September, Garrison 
said, adding the company had learned lessons from the 
canceled program. The company's three other big military 
programs are all ahead of schedule and below target cost, 
Garrison said. 
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BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
32. Navy Digs For Ways To Save Fuel 
(VENTURA COUNTY (CA) STAR 12 JUL 12) ... Gretchen Wenner 

Since Monday, for 10 hours a day, hydraulic excavators 
have been deployed at a dirt patch off Victoria Avenue at 
Naval Base Ventura County, digging holes and filling them in. 

This is not an exercise in futility. It's part of an energy-
saving experiment for the military that should save fuel and 
could even save lives. 

At Naval Base Ventura County, Port Hueneme, engineers 
from the Navy, Army and private sector are collaborating to 
develop a hybrid system they hope will cut the machines' fuel 
consumption by 15 to 20 percent. 

There's one motion the experiment is largely targeting: the 
downward arc of the giant, metal-toothed bucket at the end of 
the hydraulic arm as it drops down to scoop up material. 

"Right now, that energy is wasted," said Adam Puzzuoli, 
a civilian Army engineer. 

The system would capture and store that energy, which 
then would be used to help power the excavator's side-to-side 
swinging motions, among others. 

Norm Clarke, a civilian Navy engineer, said some of the 
most hazardous military work in Afghanistan and elsewhere 
has been with supply convoys, which mostly carry fuel and 
water and are susceptible to improvised explosive devices. 
Reducing fuel consumption not only would increase efficiency 
but would put fewer people in harm's way. 

The engineers weren't specific about the technology, 
saying it was proprietary information. 

This week's work with the excavators — which hadn't yet 
been fitted with the new systems — was to establish baseline 
measurements that show how much fuel is used to move dirt. 

As the operators, mostly Seabees, dug deep trenches and 
holes in the base's 4.6-acre Dozer Field, they deposited 
bucketfuls of dirt onto dump trucks to be weighed. 

Since skill levels vary — some operators manipulate the 
hydraulics more efficiently than others — numerous operators 
took turns so results will better reflect a real-world average. 
The exercise also served as training for the Seabees. 

The five days of digging and measuring, set to end today, 
will launch a yearlong project. The excavators will be 
retrofitted with the energy-saving systems and there will be 
tests, tinkering and more hole-digging to see how well it all 
works. If it turns out to be a good idea, it could be used in the 
field in three years or so, the engineers said. 

A second energy-saving experiment involving backhoes 
also was held this week at Dozer Field. Those tests were 
wrapping up a 16-month trial involving fluid-saving digital 
valves. Both efforts are part of the military's overall energy-
saving goals. 

Project participants are from the Army's Tank Automotive 
Research, Development and Engineering Center, the Naval 
Facilities Engineering Service Center, the 1st Naval 
Construction Division, the 31st Seabee Readiness Group and 
the private sector. 

"Heavy construction equipment is in use by our 
warfighters worldwide in virtually every theater of 
operations," Navy Capt. Brant D. Pickrell said in a statement. 
"Saving energy costs makes our fighting forces more self-
sufficient, helping to free them from reliance on foreign oil 
sources while saving money for American taxpayers." 

Among a small group gathered alongside Dozer Field on 
Thursday to explain the project was Tim McEntee, a civilian 
Navy engineer. Excavators, dump trucks and bulldozers 
thundered, rolled and squeaked a stone's throw away. 

"Basically, we're just trying to capture the wasted 
energy," he said. 
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33. Drug Education For Youth Summer Program 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 13 JUL 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist Seaman Chelsea Mandello, Navy Public Affairs Support 
Element East 

NORFOLK, Va. -- The Drug Education for Youth 
(DEFY) program began their annual summer camp July 9 at 
the Willoughby Community Center at Naval Station Norfolk. 

The camp is a free two-week summer program hosted by 
the Navy Operational Support Center Norfolk where Navy 
volunteers teach service members' children alternatives to 
drugs and bullying to promote healthy lifestyles and 
confidence. 

"DEFY is a program where we teach kids age 9-12 about 
drugs, alcohol, team building, self-respect and bullying," said 
Yeoman 1st Class Lakita Jessie, a volunteer with DEFY from 
the Marine Expeditionary Security Squadron (MSRON) 12. 
"It's a stepping stone for them when they become teenagers to 
try to avoid certain things that happen in an outside 
environment." 

DEFY has a number of children that participate. The 
parents are active duty and Department of Defense employees, 
said John Jay Moore, director of the Naval Station Sports 
Program. 

More than 12 years old, the program is offered all over 
the country and is sponsored by the Department of Justice and 
the Secretary of the Navy. 

The camp offers several field trips and involves the 
children in challenges that correlate to the anti-drug 
curriculum. DEFY is broken into a two-phase program. 

"Phase one is a teacher introduction for kids who have 
never been in the DEFY program," said Jessie. "Phase two is 
for kids who have graduated the DEFY program and they go 
into the phase two. The older kids usually become junior 
mentors." 

The volunteers for the program are Navy personnel that 
can volunteer at the Morale, Welfare and Recreation Youth 
Center, Bldg. U-40. 

"The program is a good program should have many years 
down the road. Many of our children that participate in the 
program generally come back as junior mentors," said Moore. 
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34. Navy Testing Could Devastate Whales And Dolphins, Groups Say 
(SOUTH FLORIDA SUN-SENTINEL 12 JUL 12) ... David Fleshler 

FORT LAUDERDALE, Fla. -- Twenty environmental 
groups say a five-year Navy plan for testing and training off 
Fort Lauderdale and other Atlantic Ocean sites would cause 
"unprecedented harm" to whales, dolphins and other marine 
wildlife. 

The groups filed a letter this week saying the Navy's 
proposed use of sonar, live-fire training and working up of 
new destroyers, submarines and other warships will deafen 
marine mammals, entangle them in cables and raise the risk of 
mass strandings. 

The Navy wants to test and train in 2.6 million square 
miles of ocean from Maine to Texas, starting in 2014. Among 
the testing sites will be the South Florida Ocean Measurement 
Facility, a network of undersea cables and detection devices 
off Port Everglades. It would involve an increase in ship 
traffic, mine countermeasure training and the testing of 
unmanned underwater vehicles. 

The analysis by the Natural Resources Defense Council, 
Sierra Club, Defenders of Wildlife and other groups shows the 
use of sonar and explosives would cause more than 2.25 
million cases of temporary hearing loss among marine 
mammals, more than 10,000 cases of permanent hearing loss, 
nearly 6,000 lung injuries and more than 800 deaths. 

"While these predictions of injury are shocking - and, we 
believe, still underestimate the harm to marine mammals from 
the Navy's activities - they confirm what stranding events have 
evidenced, scientists have studied, and the public has believed 
for years: Navy training and testing activities endanger whales 
and dolphins at intolerable levels," states the letter. 

Jene Nissen, project manager for the Navy's 
environmental impact statement, said the Navy has planned 
elaborate procedures to minimize the danger to marine 
mammals. If a whale or dolphin approaches an area where 
sonar or explosives are in use, an observer would alert 
superiors and the sonar power would be reduced or the 
explosive testing halted and moved. 

He said whale strandings should not be an issue because 
strandings traced to naval sonar have taken place only in areas 
where the whales had no escape route and that wouldn't be the 
case in the proposed sites. He said the training and testing is 
vital for Sailors undertaking difficult, hazardous operations on 
behalf of the United States. 

"I can't emphasize enough how important it is that we 
provide the Sailors the training they need, and we test the 
equipment and make sure it does work," he said. 

The U.S. Interior Department also filed a letter expressing 
concern about harm to manatees, piping plovers and sea 
turtles, as well as the impact of sonic booms on the bird 
populations of the Everglades and Dry Tortugas national 
parks. 

The environmental groups acknowledged the need for 
testing and training but said important habitat for marine 
mammals should be off-limits and the Navy should do more to 
reduce the impact. 

"Our organizations recognize the Navy's important role in 
ensuring national security," they wrote. "We also value the 
security a clean and healthy environment provides." 
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35. Pentagon Stressed Need For Osprey Deployment In Okinawa As Planned 
(KYODO NEWS 12 JUL 12) 

WASHINGTON -- Pentagon Press Secretary George 
Little on Thursday stressed the importance of deploying the 

MV-22 Osprey transport aircraft at a U.S. Marine Corps base 
in Okinawa Prefecture as planned despite recent accidents. 
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"Overall the Osprey is doing very well and has been 
deployed in various parts of the world, including the war 
zones, and has a very effective track record and is a very 
important part of our fleet," Little told a daily briefing. 

Asked about growing opposition among local 
municipalities in Japan to the planned Osprey deployment due 
to the aircraft's spotty safety record, Little said, "We of course 
understand and respect Japanese public opinion and take it 
into account." Regarding recent accidents involving the 
aircraft, he said, "We've been open with the Japanese about 
what we believe have contributed -- the factors that have 
contributed to those incidents." The MV-22 aircraft, the 

Marine Corps version of the Osprey, has been involved in a 
series of crashes, including a fatal one in Morocco in April. 
The CV-22, a variant used by the U.S. Air Force, crashed in 
Florida in June, injuring six aboard. 

Earlier this week, an MV-22 Osprey aircraft made an 
emergency landing at a civilian airport in North Carolina 
during a routine training flight with no one injured. 

The United States plans to deploy the MV-22 aircraft at 
the U.S. Marine Corps' Futenma Air Station in Okinawa in 
August after first deploying it at the Marines' Iwakuni Air 
Station in Yamaguchi Prefecture in late July for safety checks 
and trial flights. 
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NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
36. Pentagon Rescinds Guidance On Report Length 
(DEFENSE NEWS 12 JUL 12) ... Kate Brannen 

Under pressure from Congress, the Pentagon policy shop 
has rescinded its guidance that reports to Congress should not 
exceed 10 pages in length, bringing to an end a brief but 
heated exchange between Capitol Hill and the Pentagon. 

During a July 12 briefing at the Pentagon, DoD 
spokesman George Little told reporters that DoD policy chief 
James Miller had told his staff that the guidance no longer 
applies and that reports should be as long as they need to be to 
fully answer questions from Congress. 

The day before, the chairman of the House Armed 
Services Committee, Rep. Buck McKeon, R-Calif., fired off 
an angry letter to Defense Secretary Leon Panetta, saying he 
was dismayed to learn that congressional reports were being 
held to an arbitrary length. He also called a last-minute press 
conference, where he expressed his frustrations to reporters. 

McKeon said he learned of the Pentagon’s new guidance 
during a July 11 briefing on the annual Chinese military power 
report. 

When McKeon asked why this year’s report was shorter 
than it had been in years past, he was told a new DoD rule 
requires all reports to Congress be limited to 15 pages. The 
Pentagon later clarified the guidance directed reports to be no 
longer than 10 pages if possible. 

The China report contains four chapters that run 19 pages, 
but stretches to 52 pages if you include the four appendices 

and maps in the back. It cost $85,000 to prepare, according to 
the Pentagon. 

Last year’s report cost $73,000 and ran 84 pages, with 
two appendices. 

Because this year’s report is more expensive than last 
year’s, despite being shorter, McKeon said he believes the 
Pentagon’s guidance had more to do with limiting the amount 
of information provided than it did with cost-savings. 

“Taken in context with the issuance of gag orders, the 
requirement for senior officials to sign non-disclosure 
agreements, and the tardiness of responses to requests for 
information, this policy reeks of obstructionism, a lack of 
transparency and is harmful to constitutionally mandated 
congressional oversight and national security,” McKeon said 
in his letter to Panetta. 

He demanded an immediate response and asked to have 
the guidance rescinded. 

The Pentagon did not immediately rescind the guidance, 
but issued a statement saying, “the guidance did not in any 
way seek to restrict information provided to Congress.” 

According to The Hill, when McKeon had yet to receive a 
response within 24 hours of his letter being sent, he decided to 
block a request from the Pentagon to shift $8.2 billion to 
higher priority needs. 
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37. HS-10 Warhawks Reflect On History At Disestablishment Ceremony 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 13 JUL 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Byron C. Linder, Navy Public Affairs Support 
Element West San Diego 

CORONADO, Calif. -- Sailors, former unit members, and 
family attended a disestablishment ceremony for Helicopter 
Anti-Submarine Squadron (HS) 10 at Naval Air Station North 
Island (NASNI) July 12. 

The ceremony commemorated HS-10's past missions and 
officially ended the fleet replacement squadron's (FRS) 52 
years of service training naval aviators, flight officers, air crew 
and maintenance personnel. 

Commissioned June 30, 1960 at Naval Outlying Landing 
Field Imperial Beach as the "Taskmasters", the squadron 
trained more than 2,000 pilots, 2,000 air crew, and 6,450 
maintenance personnel in the operation, tactics, and 
maintenance of SH-3 "Sea King" helicopters. 

"It was a different time then. The Taskmasters faced down 
the threat of the Cold War and continued to support and 
defend the fleet through the first Gulf War," said guest speaker 
Capt. Paul Esposito, commander, Helicopter Sea Combat 
Wing U.S. Atlantic Fleet. "Thanks to this command and those 
who served in it, HS squadrons would become the backbone 
of the fleet, the envy of the world, and the dream of many a 
young naval aviator." 

In December 1976, the squadron established a new home 
at NASNI. In 1989, the SH-3's search and rescue (SAR) and 
anti-submarine warfare (ASW) roles began being replaced 
with the newer SH-60F "Seahawk" platform. With the final 
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SH-3 class' graduation in June 1989, HS-10 had attained 
70,000 mishap-free flight hours. 

HS-10 made history in October 1989 by becoming the 
first SH-60F FRS. In 1990, the "Taskmasters" name was 
replaced with "Warhawks" to emphasize the focus on the 
Navy's new helicopter platform. Since then, HS-10 personnel 
have trained 1,715 pilots, 1,267 aircrew and 5,060 
maintenance personnel on the SH-60F and HH-60H platforms, 
and achieved 100,000 Class "A" mishap-free flight hours. 

"This isn't really the end. It's a transition. What makes our 
Navy great is our desire to be the best. In order to do this, we 
have to evolve. Sometimes that evolution comes at the 
expense of what we know. This is a new chapter in our quest 
to be the best," Esposito said. "Thanks to everyone who's been 
part of HS-10, there are thousands of Sailors around the world 
on the job keeping us safe." 

Following Esposito's remarks, Capt. Shoshana Chatfield, 
commander, Helicopter Sea Combat Wing U.S. Pacific Fleet 

presented Cmdr. William J. Murphy, HS-10's commanding 
officer, with a Meritorious Unit Commendation and a 
Sikorsky "Excellence in Maintenance" award for the squadron. 
Murphy closed the ceremony by noting through all the 
changes in platforms, names and missions, one thing remained 
constant. 

"What has not changed is the caliber of our people, our 
most vital and precious asset. People make history, and HS-
10's family history runs deep. We face many challenges, and 
we must keep in mind the people, personalities and 
relationships make us successful and give us that intangible 
edge in combat," Murphy said. "The future is dynamic and full 
of uncertainty, but one thing remains clear - strong cross-
community leadership and a unified family will carry the day 
for rotary wing naval aviation." 

HS-10's aircraft and personnel will become part of the 
Helicopter Sea Combat Squadron 3 "Merlins", an MH-60S 
"Knighthawk" FRS based at NASNI. 
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38. Drone Pilots May Be Recognized For Actions In Wartime 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 12 JUL 12) ... Stephanie Gaskell 

They might not face the same dangers as pilots who fly in 
combat, but the U.S. military’s drone pilots could soon be 
recognized for their actions in wartime. 

The Pentagon is considering issuing military awards to 
service members who operate unmanned aerial vehicles from 
remote locations, often at bases in New Mexico and Nevada. 

“The Department of Defense is examining the concept of 
establishing a medal to specifically recognize Service 
members who directly impact combat operations from remote 
locations. However, at this time it is purely conceptual and 
pre-decisional in nature,” DOD spokeswoman Cynthia O. 
Smith told POLITICO. 

There’s been some controversy over whether these pilots 
deserve combat recognition, since they are not on the ground, 
or in the air, and aren’t in any danger. 

But the Pentagon said they “significantly and directly 
impact combat operations from remote locations (e.g., 
member in the U.S. directly impacting combat operations in 

Afghanistan). Accordingly, the Department is examining this 
fact to determine if such actions warrant enhanced recognition 
through award of a distinct new DoD medal.” 

The medal would rank between the Distinguished Flying 
Cross and the Soldier’s Medal for exceptional conduct outside 
a combat zone, according to a report in the Washington Post. 

Drones are an integral – and controversial - part of the 
war on terror, and have been flown in places like Iraq, 
Afghanistan, Pakistan and Yemen. 

Many combat pilots agree that flying these drones takes a 
lot of skill and courage. 

“I think their skills and the nervous intensity (of their 
mission) certainly merits an award, but it should be 
distinguished from combat,” Said Walter Boyne, a retired Air 
Force colonel and combat pilot. “The basic fact of the matter 
is no one is shooting back at you. That makes a big difference. 
Combat pilots respect drone pilots, but I think we’d be uneasy 
about it if they were to get the same award.” 
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39. Blinded In Afghanistan, Navy Veteran Doesn’t Let It Stop Him 
Academy graduate says he’s found another way to represent his country 
(BALTIMORE SUN 13 JUL 12) ... Steven Petrella 

When Brad Snyder swims, he can't see the water. 
He can't see his opposition, he can't see the clock and, 

most importantly, he can't see the wall. 
But by just visualizing himself in the pool, Snyder is now 

London-bound. 
The 28-year-old Snyder lost his vision after stepping on 

an IED in Afghanistan last September while serving as a bomb 
defuser in the Navy. But earlier this month, less than a year 
since losing his vision permanently, he was named to the 
United States Paralympic swimming roster. 

He grabbed the world No. 1 ranking in the 100-meter 
freestyle at the Paralympic Swimming Trials in Bismarck, 
N.D, on June 16 with a time of 57.75 seconds, besting the 
runner-up by more than 7 seconds. He also set the current 
world-best in the 400freestyle with a time of 4:35.62, just 1.5 

seconds slower than when he swam the race at Navy with full 
vision. 

"I had spent so much time in the pool that it felt very 
natural and very easy," said Snyder, who was back in the pool 
just six weeks after losing his sight. "I look at everything as a 
new look and new approach, so I do my best with it." 

The 2012 Paralympics will be held in London in late 
August. This summer, Snyder is training under Loyola 
University head coach Brian Loeffler and also working for 
Red Owl Analytics, a startup software company in Baltimore 
run by two West Point graduates. 

Loeffler worked with his first Paralympian in 2007, 
training Philip Scholz, a blind swimmer who coincidentally 
finished second to Snyder in the 100 and 400 freestyle at the 
trials earlier this month. When Loeffler heard Snyder was 
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spending the summer in Baltimore, the coach immediately 
tried to reach out. 

"[Qualifying] is really a testament to his strength," 
Loeffler said. "He does not let his disability get him down. 
He's not bitter or angry. He's very focused on wanting to do 
well and represent his country and prove to others that you 
don't have to be limited." 

Snyder, a St. Petersburg, Fla., native, swam butterfly and 
freestyle at the United States Naval Academy before heading 
overseas to serve his country. While the accident, which he 
suffered from a dirt covered bomb while on a rescue mission, 
forced him to hang up his brass, the Paralympics give Snyder 
another chance to fight for the United States, just in a different 
way. 

"I've been able to find an avenue to say, 'I'm OK with 
blindness,'" Snyder said. "And I can still go out and represent 
the country and I can still serve, just in a different aspect. I 
think it demonstrates that I am back to my community." 

Snyder, despite his strong showing at the trials, is still 
inexperienced compared to other members of the Paralympic 
team. He has a high ceiling for development and is still 
improving. 

"How close he is from his injury and how quickly he has 
been able to reach the milestones that he has shows a lot," 
Andrew Borranco, a coach for the Paralympic team, said. "It 
really bodes well for him. There's a lot he can still do to 
improve himself as a swimmer." 

While Snyder is considered a rookie with room to grow, 
another one of Loeffler's swimmers is considered somewhat of 
a Paralympic veteran. 

Joe Wise, a rising sophomore who swims at Loyola, will 
compete in his second Paralympics later this summer. The 19-
year-old suffers from mitochondrial myopathy, a muscular 
disorder that affects the lower body, core muscles and lungs. 
He uses a machine to pump CO2 out of his lungs everyday 
because his body can't do it naturally. At the Paralympic 
Trials, he finished second in the 50-meter freestyle and 100-
meter freestyle, and third in the 100-meter butterfly and 200 
IM to make the roster. 

Doctors told Wise he wouldn't live past 15, but he 
qualified for his first Paralympic Games at the same age his 
life was supposed to end. 

Wise is living and training in California this summer, 
swimming at 6 a.m. each day, then working from 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m. before jumping in the pool again. He usually returns 
home around 7:30 p.m. 

Wise said he hopes to be an inspiration to young 
swimmers with disabilities because to him, there's more to 
swimming than just being in the pool. It's about showing what 
he can achieve in life despite the disease he suffers from. 

"I want to have an impact on someone else's life," Wise 
said. "It's the stuff outside the pool I'm mostly proud of, 
because there's more to swimming than just swimming." 

Snyder tries to see himself as an inspiration to others, as 
well. Although it is his first time competing in the 
Paralympics, Loeffler said many of the athletes look up to the 
lieutenant as a role model for his courage and perseverance. 

Snyder and Wise never played the 'victim' card, but 
instead took advantage of programs that could help them 
continue to compete in athletics despite having disabilities. 

Snyder's younger brother, Mitchell, said Brad didn't sulk 
after the accident. It took him about two hours to get over it, 
when anyone else would have had a long list excuses as to 
why they couldn't do something. 

"When our family first found out about the accident, none 
of us thought the following June he'd be swimming again let 
alone making the [Paralympic] team," said Mitchell Snyder, 
who also serves as his brother's tapper during races to warn 
him of an impending wall and turn. "He's just taken every 
initiative to get over this and move on and do some great 
things with his life." 

Wise and Snyder have only known each other for a few 
weeks because they've been training on opposite sides of the 
country this summer, but the pair spent time together at the 
Paralympic Trials earlier this month, often eating breakfast 
with one another. 

There is a mutual respect and mentorship between the 
two, who each consider the other a role model. 

"He's an inspiration to me," Wise said, "and I look 
forward to spending even more time with him in London." 
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40. Navy Doctor Fined For Letting His Children Handle Brain 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 13 JUL 12) ... Elizabeth Simpson 

A Navy medical examiner found out the hard way the 
level of respect required when transporting organs of deceased 
service members. 

Dr. Mark E. Shelly was tasked with transporting the brain 
of a service member from a naval hospital in Camp Lejeune, 
N.C., to Portsmouth Naval Medical Center in December. But 
before the brain reached its destination, Shelly took it to his 
home in Virginia Beach. 

He removed it from the specimen jar, held it and allowed 
his children to handle the brain while his wife took 
photographs, according to Virginia Board of Medicine 
records. The next day, Shelly took the brain to the medical 
center for a neuropathological examination to complete an 
autopsy. 

The Virginia Board of Medicine last month issued a 
reprimand and fined Shelly, an osteopathic doctor, $2,500. 

The board also cited Shelly, who has the rank of commander, 
for failing to inform the Navy that he held a part-time job with 
the Tidewater District of the state medical examiner's office. 

Deborah Kallgren, a spokeswoman for Portsmouth Naval 
Medical Center, said in an email that Shelly is on active duty 
at the hospital in an administrative capacity, awaiting final 
disposition of his case. 

"We cannot comment on personnel actions, but 
appropriate disciplinary action is being taken," Kallgren 
wrote. 

Navy records show that Shelly is 41 and was 
commissioned into the Navy in 1994. 

According to Board of Medicine records, Shelly was 
terminated from the state medical examiner's employment in 
January because of the incident. Dr. Leah Bush, chief medical 
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examiner of Virginia, said in an email that she learned of the 
incident from Portsmouth police. 

Detective Jan Westerbeck, a Portsmouth police 
spokeswoman, said the department received a vague, 
anonymous tip about the matter in January and immediately 
referred it to the state medical examiner's office. She said 
Portsmouth police were not involved in an investigation. 

In a letter to the Board of Medicine dated April 3, Shelly 
acknowledged that he used "extremely poor judgment" and 

now realizes the impact his actions had on the family of the 
deceased. He wrote that it was not his intention to be 
disrespectful to the service member or his family. 

Board of Medicine records indicate that Shelly's actions 
did not have an impact on the neuropathologist's ability to 
make a diagnosis. 

Shelly, reached by phone, declined comment. 
Board of Medicine records said he agreed not to contest 

the findings or the sanction. 
Return to Index 
 
 

OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
41. Operation Free: Our Military Should Not Be Dependent On Foreign Oil 
(HUFFINGTON POST 12 JUL 12) ... Lt. Gen. Norman R. Seip 

The United States military has always served as a force 
for American innovation in its mission to keep America safe. 
That's why I am proud that the military is leading the way in 
developing new technologies to reduce its demand for oil. 

Navy Secretary Ray Mabus has made it a top priority to 
diversify the Navy's energy portfolio by engaging in biofuels 
testing programs. Doing so will decrease the Navy's 
dependence on oil and strengthen our national security. 

Next week in the Pacific Ocean, more than 25,000 
American Sailors and Marines will conduct one of the largest 
naval war games ever held. Along with grueling training under 
combat conditions, this will be an important test for critical 
new military technology: the fuel for the exercise itself. The 
Navy pilots will fly the world's most advanced combat aircraft 
up to twice the speed of sound -- powered by an American-
made biofuel blend made from algae and recycled cooking oil. 

Unfortunately, some members of Congress oppose these 
efforts. Rather than supporting the judgments of our military 
leaders who believe our dependence on oil poses a strategic 
threat to our national security, they want to shut the door on 
prudent measures that will reduce our dependence on oil and 
save lives. 

These attempts to derail the military's efforts are short-
sighted and dangerous. As a former Commander in the Air 
Force and a veteran of the Iraq War, I have seen firsthand how 
our energy use impacts America's security. 

We send a billion dollars a day overseas for oil. A 
dangerous amount of that money is funneled through front 
groups and fake charities to extremists who attack our troops. 
And because our tremendous demand for oil drives up the 
price everywhere, even countries we refuse to buy oil from, 
like Iran, make a profit. They use those profits to strengthen 
their military and fund nuclear programs. 

The Department of Defense has also stated that climate 
change poses a threat, destabilizing weak and failed states -- 
the breeding grounds and safe havens for terrorist 
organizations like al Qaeda. 

We can no longer rely on oil as the sole fuel source for 
the military. That is why I am a proud member of Operation 
Free, a nationwide coalition of veterans who recognize that oil 

dependence and climate change pose serious threats to our 
national security, and are dedicated to securing America 
through clean sources of energy. We believe that creating a 
robust, domestic supply chain for alternative fuels will reduce 
the military's reliance on a source of fuel whose supply chain 
could be cut off or disrupted. 

By taking steps to reduce our dependence on oil, we not 
only defund America's enemies, but we keep money here at 
home and defend our economy from volatile price shocks. 

Throughout American history, the ongoing innovations of 
the military have ensured it remains the most powerful 
fighting force in the history of the world. Advanced biofuels 
can be the next success story, freeing our 21st-century military 
from the shackles of a 20th-century source of fuel. 

In the last few years, the cost of advanced military 
biofuels has dropped more than 80 percent. As the military 
and private consumers purchase greater volumes of these 
fuels, their price will be driven even lower. In fact, the Navy 
calculates its investments will make advanced biofuels cost-
competitive with petroleum by 2020. 

Energy security is national security. So long as we must 
depend on other nations to fuel our ships, tanks, and jets, we 
will remain vulnerable. 

Security should not be a left or right issue. Congress 
should be encouraging the military to pursue initiatives that 
have the potential to positively transform our country's forces, 
not trying to slow them down. On behalf of the veterans of 
Operation Free, I call on Congress to support the Department 
of Defense as it protects the security of the United States by 
continuing to invest in clean, domestic, renewable sources of 
energy. 

Lt. Gen. Norman R. Seip is former Commander, 12th Air 
Force (Air Forces Southern), Davis-Monthan Air Force Base, 
Ariz. where he was responsible for the operational readiness 
of 12th Air Force-gained wings of the Air Force Reserve and 
Air National Guard, including an additional 18,800 personnel 
and more than 200 aircraft. He is also a surrogate for the 
energy security campaign Operation Free, a bi-partisan 
coalition of veterans from across the country. 
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42. Why The Fight Over The “Great Green Fleet” Is Fuelish 
(TIME 12 JUL 12) ... Michael Breen 

Next week in the Pacific Ocean, more than 25,000 
American Sailors and Marines will conduct one of the largest 
naval war games ever held. Along with grueling training under 
combat conditions, this will be an important test for critical 
new military technology: the fuel for the exercise itself. 

The Navy pilots will fly the world’s most advanced 
combat aircraft up to twice the speed of sound — powered by 
an American-made biofuel blend made from algae and 
recycled cooking oil. Navy Secretary Ray Mabus has dubbed 
this the “Great Green Fleet.” 

Yet not all welcome this development. Some members of 
Congress oppose the military’s renewable fuel programs. 
Meanwhile, thousands of veterans across the nation stand 
together in a coalition called Operation Free, united in their 
belief that our addiction to oil is a critical national security 
threat and that renewable fuels are essential to the future. 

Operation Free’s veteran volunteers come from all over 
the country and from every political persuasion. But we all 
agree on one thing: America depends on oil to a dangerous 
degree, and we do not produce enough of it here at home to 
ensure our future security or prosperity. Indeed, in 
conversations with veterans across America, I have yet to 
meet a single one who disputes this troubling reality. 

That should not come as a surprise. Veterans, after all, 
have walked the burning oil fields of Iraq and defended fuel 
convoys in Afghanistan; they’ve faced oil-funded Taliban 
insurgents and oil-purchased Iranian weapons. They have seen 
first-hand that our thirst for oil has a direct impact on military 
operations on both the tactical and strategic level. And 
overwhelmingly, veterans want to do something about it. 

Some would argue that new drilling technologies allow us 
to reach enough oil to meet our nation’s demand. This is a 
fallacy, for at least three reasons. First, we cannot drill enough 
here in the United States to meet our needs. The U.S. 
consumes more than 20 percent of the world’s oil, but has 

about three percent of the world’s reserves. Simply put, we 
cannot drill our way out of this problem. Second, American 
families would remain vulnerable to price spikes at the pump 
even if we produced more in America. Oil is traded globally, 
so a change in supply or demand anywhere in the world 
affects the price here, regardless of where the oil comes from. 
In 2000, truck drivers in England went on strike over gas 
prices at a time when the British were producing more oil than 
they could use. But that didn’t protect British truckers from 
rising world oil prices. When it comes to the price we pay at 
the pump, there’s no such thing as “foreign” oil. 

Finally, global demand for oil is rising breathtakingly fast. 
While American demand has been relatively flat for some 
time, demand in China, India and the rest of the developing 
world is skyrocketing. Over the next two decades, China’s oil 
consumption is expected to grow by 80 percent and India’s 
will double. Increasing domestic production to make up for 
the growth in international demand is a fiction. Yet even if it 
were possible, OPEC and other producers will do what 
they’ve done for decades: artificially reduce their production 
to generate higher prices. 

Reality is stark: Even if we could find enough oil in the 
U.S. to meet our own demand, the most optimistic oil man 
would admit we will never be able to meet global demand 
with American oil. And without alternatives, we have no 
choice but to pay whatever price the oil market demands. 

This is a future no American should embrace. Instead, we 
must use our resources wisely, innovate and invest in new 
technologies, and trust in the entrepreneurial spirit and skilled 
labor of our fellow citizens. We must follow the example set 
by our men and women in the Pacific next week, and seize 
control of our energy future. 

Mike Breen is a former U.S. Army Captain, Vice 
President of the Truman National Security Project and a 
Surrogate for the clean energy campaign, Operation Free. 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Under SECNAV Discusses New 'Golden Era' Of American Seapower At 63rd Current Strategy 
Forum 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 12 JUN 12) ... Ens. Theron Verdon, U.S. Naval War College Public Affairs 

NEWPORT, R.I. -- At the U.S. Naval War College's (NWC) 63nd annual Current Strategy Forum (CSF), Under Secretary of the 
Navy Robert Work told more than 900 students and invited guests that the U.S. Navy is entering a "golden era" of seapower during a 
keynote speech, June 12. 

 
2. Don't Scuttle The U.S. Navy's Biofuels Program 
(FORBES 12 JUN 12) ... Mark Schweiker 

Last month, the Senate Armed Services Committee voted to restrict the Department of Defense’s biofuels buying power. 
 

3. Parade Of Sail Sets Off From Norfolk En Route To Baltimore 
Half-dozen tall ships from around the world due to arrive here 
(BALTIMORE SUN 12 JUN 12) ... Steve Kilar 

ON THE CHESAPEAKE BAY -- As the schooner Pride of Baltimore II headed up the bay from Norfolk Tuesday, the 1,300-
square-foot American flag rippling from its main gaff suddenly snagged and ripped. 

 

CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
4. Michigan Visits Yokosuka During Western Pacific Deployment 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 13 JUN 12) ... Lt. Lara Bollinger, Submarine Group Seven Public Affairs 

YOKOSUKA, Japan -- The Ohio-class guided missile submarine USS Michigan (SSGN 727) arrived at Fleet Activities 
Yokosuka, June 13, for a visit as part of its deployment to the Western Pacific. 

 
5. Allied Forces Landed On Lithuanian Coast First Time 
Allied Forces Conduct Landing Operation on Lithuanian Coast During BALTOPS 2012 
(ELTA NEWS AGENCY (LITHUANIA) 12 JUN 12) 

PALANGA -- On June 11 on the Lithuanian seacoast for the first time in the history of Lithuania the allies conducted a landing 
operation as part of the multinational exercise BALTOPS 2012 which included air and naval assets and military personnel of seven 
NATO members - Lithuania, Estonia, USA, Latvia, Poland, the Netherlands and Germany. 

 
6. International Distinguished Visitors Attend BALTOPS 2012 Training Scenario 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 13 JUN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Jeff S. Troutman, Navy Public Affairs Support 
Element-East Detachment Europe 

PALANGA, Lithuania -- Maritime forces participating in Baltic Operations (BALTOPS) 2012, one of the largest multinational 
maritime exercises this year in the Baltic Sea, demonstrated a land, sea and air amphibious operation for international distinguished 
visitors in Palanga, Lithuania, June 11. 

 
7. NAVEUR-NAVAF Holds Talks With Turkish Naval Chief Of Intelligence 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 13 JUN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Stephen Oleksiak, Commander, U.S. Naval Forces 
Europe-Africa; Commander, U.S. 6th Fleet Public Affairs 

NAPLES, Italy -- The Deputy Chief of Staff for Strategy, Resources and Plans at Commander, U.S. Naval Forces Europe-Africa, 
engaged in staff talks with the Turkish Naval Forces Command Chief of Intelligence, at the Naval Support Activity Naples in Naples, 
Italy, June 12. 
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8. Underwood Honors Sailors Lost During War Of 1812 In Chile 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 12 JUN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Stuart Phillips, Southern Seas 2012 Public Affairs 

VALPARAISO, Chile -- Sailors assigned to guided-missile frigate USS Underwood (FFG 36) gathered to honor deceased U.S. 
Sailors interred at the Dissident Cemetery in Valparaiso, Chile, June 11. 

 

GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
9. U.S. Military To Help Philippines Monitor Coastal Waters 
Pentagon: U.S. To Help Philippines With Radar 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 12 JUN 12) 

WASHINGTON — The U.S. military said Tuesday it planned to help the Philippines monitor its coastal waters as Manila faces 
an escalating dispute with China over territorial claims. 

 
10. Pacific Fleet Ships To Head For RIMPAC 2012 Exercise On June 13 
(MOSCOW INTERFAX 13 JUN 12) 

VLADIVOSTOK -- Three ships of the Russian Navy's Pacific Fleet will leave Vladivostok on June 13 and head for the Hawaiian 
Islands to take part in the RIMPAC 2012 international naval exercise. 

 
11. U.S.-Pakistan Talks Hit Snag 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 13 JUN 12) ... Adam Entous and Siobhan Gorman 

WASHINGTON—U.S. and Pakistani officials have held secret exploratory talks on a new counterterrorism partnership, but that 
initiative and others are held up by the impasse over an American apology for the deaths last year of 24 Pakistani troops, both 
countries said. 

 
12. Iran Says It Plans Nuclear Submarine 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 13 JUN 12) ... Jay Solomon 

WASHINGTON—Iran said it has begun preparations to produce a nuclear-powered submarine, providing an argument for 
producing weapons-grade fuel, ahead of its next round of international nuclear negotiations. 

 
13. U.S.: Russia Sending Syria Attack Helicopters 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 12 JUN 12) ... Bradley Klapper 

WASHINGTON -- The Obama administration said Tuesday that Russia is sending attack helicopters to Syrian President Bashar 
Assad's regime and warned that the Arab country's 15-month conflict could become even deadlier. 

 
14. Kenya Seeking U.S. Aid For Attack On Al-Shabab Town 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 12 JUN 12) ... Jason Straziuso 

NAIROBI, Kenya — Kenya is seeking U.S. and European assistance to aid in its planned attack on a militant port town in 
southern Somalia, Kenya's prime minister said Tuesday. 

 
15. Royal Navy Warship 'Makes The Sea Boil' After Destroying A LIVE Second World War German 
Mine Off The Sardinian Coast 
(LONDON DAILY MAIL (UK) 12 JUN 12) ... Anthony Bond 

A Royal Navy warship has destroyed a live Second World War mine discovered off the coast of Sardinia. 
 

16. Royal Navy Jobs Facing Axe Reduced From 300 To 170 
(PLYMOUTH HERALD (UK) 13 JUN 12) 

Fewer redundancies have had to be made in the Navy in the latest round of job cuts than previously forecast. 
 

PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
17. Lawmaker To Navy: Offer More 15-Year Retirements 
(NAVY TIMES 12 JUN 12) ... Mark Faram 

A key lawmaker is seeking 15-year retirements for 172 sailors cut by last year’s Enlisted Retention Boards who would otherwise 
be forced to leave the Navy by Sept. 1. 

 
18. Military Soon Will Pay More For Former Soldiers Than Current Ones 
Study Group: As Force Shrinks, Personnel Bills Will Grow 
(U.S NEWS & WORLD REPORT 12 JUN 12) ... John T. Bennett 

The Pentagon soon will spend more on health care and other benefits for former military personnel than on the men and women 
fighting today's conflicts, according to a new study. 
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19. CSADD: 'Navigating Success' Through Peer Mentoring 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 12 JUN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Claire Farin, Navy Public Affairs Support Element 
West 

SAN DIEGO -- Sailors from across the fleet are attending the Coalition of Sailors Against Destructive Decisions (CSADD) rally 
at Naval Base Coronado, June 12-13. 

 
20. Group Planning Centers To Treat Combat Trauma 
(NEW YORK TIMES 13 JUN 12) ... James Dao 

Pledging to overhaul the way the military handles the least visible wounds of war, a private foundation will unveil a $100 million 
plan on Wednesday to construct state-of-the-art treatment centers for brain injuries and psychological disorders at nine of the largest 
bases in the country. 

 
21. Training Underscored While Nurses Honor The Navy Hospital Corps 114th Birthday 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 12 JUN 12) ... Bill W. Love, Naval Health Clinic Corpus Christi Public Affairs 

CORPUS CHRISTI, Texas -- Naval Health Clinic Corpus Christi (NHCCC) nurses hosted a breakfast June 12, honoring the Navy 
Hospital Corps in celebration of its 114th birthday. 

 
22. U.S. Navy Grad Azor Easy Choice For Blue Jays 
(MLB.COM 11 JUN 12) ... Walter Villa 

Chuck LaMar, a special assistant in the Blue Jays' amateur scouting department and the former general manager of the Tampa 
Bay Rays, said it was "an honor" for Toronto to select center fielder Alex Azor in the 10th round last week. 

 

FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
23. Preemptive Budget Cuts Suggested For Pentagon 
Senator’s proposal could avoid deeper reductions next year 
(WASHINGTON POST 13 JUN 12) ... Walter Pincus 

The chairman of the Senate Armed Services Committee said Tuesday that the Defense Department could head off far deeper 
budget reductions by preemptively agreeing to cut $10 billion a year for the next decade. 

 
24. Northrop Grumman To Roll Out Navy Drones, Despite Maryland Crash 
(NEXTGOV 12 JUN 12) ... Bob Brewin 

The crash this week of a Navy demonstrator version of the Global Hawk Unmanned Aircraft System on Maryland’s Eastern 
Shore occurred four days before Northrop Grumman is to roll out its first production version of the $174 million Navy drone and as 
the Federal Aviation Administration considers whether to allow widespread use of unmanned aircraft in the United States. 

 
25. Navy, Air Force Expect More Collaboration In Medical Research 
(DAYTON DAILY NEWS 12 JUN 12) ... Barrie Barber 

WRIGHT-PATTERSON AIR FORCE BASE -- The Air Force and the Navy will likely collaborate more in medical research to 
cut costs and avoid duplication as defense budgets shrink, the new commanding officer of a Navy unit at Wright-Patterson said. 

 
26. Guinta: Fire Damage To Sub 'Extreme,' But Repair Is Best Option 
(PORTSMOUTH (NH) HERALD 13 JUN 12) ... Deborah Mcdermott 

KITTERY, Maine — U.S. Rep. Frank Guinta, R-N.H., said Tuesday he intends to meet with the leaders of the Armed Services 
and Appropriations committees in the House to discuss how best to find the money to repair the fire-devastated USS Miami. 

 

BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
27. Sailabration Bringing 40 Ships Up Bay 
(ANNAPOLIS CAPITAL GAZETTE 12 JUN 12) ... John Arenas 

The British are coming close to Annapolis by sea. Fortunately, this time they come in peace, and with a colorful accompaniment 
of sails and standards from around the world. 

 
28. USS Constitution Sailors Depart For Baltimore Navy Week 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 12 JUN 12) ... Sonar Technician 2nd Class Thomas Rooney, USS Constitution Public Affairs 

CHARLESTOWN, Mass. -- Sailors assigned to USS Constitution will participate in Baltimore Navy Week as part of the 
Bicentennial of the War of 1812 commemoration taking place there June 11-19. 
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29. Navy's Environment And Energy Programs Sail To Inner Harbor For Baltimore Navy Week 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 12 JUN 12) ... Chief of Naval Operations Energy and Environmental Readiness Division 

BALTIMORE -- The Navy's energy and environmental programs will be on display during Baltimore's Star-Spangled 
Sailabration and Navy Week activities from June 14-17. 

 
30. Residents Voice Opinion On Navy Training At Meeting 
(JACKSONVILLE (NC) DAILY NEWS 12 JUN 12) ... Jannette Pippin 

SWANSBORO — Ken Cobb of Jacksonville looks at the Navy’s proposed action for at-sea training off the Atlantic Coast and 
Gulf of Mexico from two perspectives. 

 
31. Teen Summer Camp Program Promotes Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 12 JUN 12) ... Jacqui L. Barker, Naval Surface Warfare Center Panama City Division Public Affairs 

PANAMA CITY, Fla. -- Morale, Welfare and Recreation (MWR) at Panama City, Fla., and Naval Surface Warfare Center 
Panama City Division (NSWC PCD) are partnering to promote Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics (STEM) during 
MWR's first teen science camp, June 11-15. 

 
32. Navy T-34C's Landing At Brooksville High School Makes JROTC Proud 
(TAMPA BAY TIMES 13 JUN 12) ... Paulette Lash Ritchie 

BROOKSVILLE — The T-34C circled over Central High School on a recent day, to the delight of the Navy Junior ROTC cadets 
gathered below. Now, the aircraft is on display — permanently — in front of the school, honoring the memory of one of the program's 
founding instructors. 

 
33. U.S. To Beef Up Marine Presence On Okinawa Before Drawdown 
(STARS AND STRIPES 12 JUN 12) ... Travis J. Tritten 

CAMP FOSTER, Okinawa — The United States plans to add thousands of Marines to bases on Okinawa, swelling the ranks here 
to levels not seen since the end of the Cold War, even as Washington works with Japan on a new agreement to reduce the 
controversial American military presence on the island, the Department of Defense has confirmed. 

 
34. U.S. Senator Negative About Guam Funding Compromise With House 
(KYODO NEWS 12 JUN 12) 

WASHINGTON -- Carl Levin, an influential senator on U.S. defense policy, indicated Tuesday that the Senate will not make an 
easy concession in reversing its decision to freeze funding for the planned partial transfer of U.S. Marines stationed in Japan's 
Okinawa Prefecture to Guam. 

 

NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
35. Pentagon Playing Catch-Up With Mobile Technology 
(NATIONAL DEFENSE 12 JUN 12) ... Sandra Erwin 

While the civilian world continues to debate the superiority of iPhone vs. Android vs. BlackBerry and ponders whether to ditch 
the laptop in favor of the iPad, stumped policy makers in federal agencies have yet to decide how best to acquire, employ and protect 
mobile devices. 

 
36. Poll: Americans Uneasy With Some Uses For Drones 
Plans spark privacy and safety concerns 
(USA TODAY 13 JUN 12) ... Bart Jansen 

Americans support using unmanned aircraft for patrolling borders and tracking down criminals, but not handing out speeding 
tickets, a poll out Tuesday finds. 

 
37. Survey: U.S. Drone Program Unpopular Overseas 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 12 JUN 12) ... Kimberly Dozier 

WASHINGTON -- The Obama administration's increasing use of unmanned drone strikes to kill terror suspects is widely opposed 
around the world, according to a Pew Research Center survey on the U.S. image abroad. 

 
38. USS Oklahoma Family Reunion Aboard Midway Museum 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 12 JUN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Trevor Welsh, Navy Public Affairs Support 
Element West 

SAN DIEGO -- The "USS Oklahoma Family" and friends visited the USS Midway Museum during a four-day reunion 
commemorating the attack on Pearl Harbor Dec. 7, 1941. 
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39. USS Texas' Battle Against Rust May Prove Too Costly 
(HOUSTON CHRONICLE 12 JUN 12) ... Allan Turner 

As tourists blithely strolled the decks of the USS Texas on Tuesday, workers struggled below decks - without air conditioning - to 
control a leak that was pouring nearly 1,000 gallons of seawater into the historic battleship every minute. 

 

OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
40. Why The U.N. Shouldn't Own The Seas 
The Law of the Sea Treaty is as harmful today as it was when Reagan and Thatcher first opposed it in 1982. 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 13 JUN 12) ... Donald Rumsfeld 

Thirty years ago, President Ronald Reagan asked me to meet with world leaders to represent the United States in opposition to the 
United Nations Law of the Sea Treaty. Our efforts soon found a persuasive supporter in British Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher. 
Today, as the U.S. Senate again considers approving this flawed agreement, the Reagan-Thatcher reasons for opposition remain every 
bit as persuasive. 

 
41. Defense Secretary's Asia Voyage Underscores U.S. Role In The Region 
(CHINA POST (TAIWAN) 10 JUN 12) ... Arthur I. Cyr 

Defense Secretary Leon Panetta's extensive visit to Asia underscores the significant long-term United States involvement in the 
region, even as much media commentary emphasizes immediate developments and elements of change. His stop in Afghanistan, 
where the U.S. remains directly engaged in war, demonstrates the importance of the military dimension. 

 
42. Pentagon May Sequester 13% Of $432 Billion 
(BLOOMBERG GOVERNMENT 12 JUN 12) ... Robert Levinson 

Bloomberg Government defense analyst Robert Levinson explains which Department of Defense funds are subject to deficit-
reduction cuts set to take effect on Jan. 2. 

 
43. Fair Wind, Following Seas For OpSail 2012 
(NEW LONDON DAY 13 JUN 12) ... Editorial 

Next month New London plays host to the biggest event in Connecticut this year: OpSail 2012. 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Under SECNAV Discusses New 'Golden Era' Of American Seapower At 63rd Current Strategy 

Forum 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 12 JUN 12) ... Ens. Theron Verdon, U.S. Naval War College Public Affairs 

NEWPORT, R.I. -- At the U.S. Naval War College's 
(NWC) 63nd annual Current Strategy Forum (CSF), Under 
Secretary of the Navy Robert Work told more than 900 
students and invited guests that the U.S. Navy is entering a 
"golden era" of seapower during a keynote speech, June 12. 

Despite difficult economic challenges around the world, 
Work was optimistic about a strategic shift and focus toward 
Asia-Pacific and reflected on how the Navy and Marine Corps 
team transitions from today's conflicts and positions itself for 
the challenges of tomorrow. 

"Our strategic concept and our organizational construct is 
precisely aligned with the strategic requirements for the 21st 
century," he said. "It is hard to imagine a more maritime 
friendly strategic environment." 

Work discussed the connection between America's 
national security and its economy. To explain the 
interconnection, Work said the nation has not been in a 
situation like this since the early 1950s when President 
Eisenhower was in office. He pointed out that the country is at 
a strategic inflection point where the post Iraq and 
Afghanistan military drawdown is occurring at the same time 
public debt is increasing. 

"One thing that is very much different about this 
drawdown than the other drawdowns in our history is you 
can't buy as much with $700 billion as you could at $550 
billion. Things cost more so the Navy will emphasize 
capability over capacity." 

The importance and continued need for a strong nation 
was emphasized throughout his talk. The tenants of American 
sea power on world economic growth are as valid today as 
when Adm. Alfred Thayer Mahan wrote "The Influence of 
Seapower on History," in 1890. 

"Oceans are central to the economy, which means they are 
central to our national strategy," said Work. "Ready reliable 
information, secure finances, stable economies, and free 
global trade depend upon the free navigation of the oceans." 

In keeping with the theme of this year's CSF, "Sustaining 
U.S. Global Leadership: Priorities for 21st Century Defense," 
Work emphasized the Navy-Marine Corps team's importance 
to a national strategy focused on securing the economic 
interests of the U.S. 

"This is a warfighting Navy and Marine Corps." Work 
emphasized. "The Navy-Marine Corps team is built and ready 
for war and will continue to operate forward to help preserve 
the peace, protect America, allied and global interests, and 
assure freedom of access in peace and war." 

This year marks the 63rd annual CSF hosted by the 
Secretary of the Navy. The first CSF held on May 9, 1949, 
under the title "Round Table Talks" offered an opportunity for 
the nation's public servants, scholars, and senior military 
officers to join the College faculty and students to discuss the 
future strategy of the United States. Over the decades, the 
forum has expanded to include a cross section of America's 
civilian leadership to encourage a wide-ranging debate on 
national and international security. 

Return to Index 
 

2. Don't Scuttle The U.S. Navy's Biofuels Program 
(FORBES 12 JUN 12) ... Mark Schweiker 

Last month, the Senate Armed Services Committee voted 
to restrict the Department of Defense’s biofuels buying power. 

Jointly the Department of Energy, Department of Defense 
and U.S. Department of Agriculture have committed to 
investing $510 million during the next three years to advance 
biofuels production. Now, as a part of the Defense 
Department’s fiscal budget review, the House and now Senate 
Armed Services Committee have banned it from buying 
alternative fuels priced higher than fossil fuels. If the budget 
passes in the full Senate, early biofuels investment and testing 
by the Defense Department will be effectively squashed. 

Navy Secretary Ray Mabus has made it a top priority to 
diversify the Navy’s energy portfolio by engaging in biofuels 
testing programs. Doing so assuredly decreases U.S. 
dependence on foreign oil and adds much-needed revenue and 
jobs to the U.S. economy. We can no longer rely on oil as our 
sole fuel source for the military. 

It is not uncommon for the Defense Department to invest 
in new industries. In fact, the chemical industry has a legacy 
of U.S. military investment. Looking to compete with 
Germany’s advancements in synthetic nitrogen and optimal 
conditions for large-scale ammonia during World War I, the 
U.S. military invested heavily in DuPont as a manufacturer of 

explosives and other defense equipment. This initial 
government support for R&D propelled the company to 
engineer some of the most widely used chemicals today, 
including rayon, cellophane and Freon. Now DuPont stands as 
the third-largest chemical company in the world and a 
powerhouse of American jobs and innovation. 

Similarly, investment from the Defense Department in 
biofuels has the potential to spur a biochemical revolution. 
The technologies used to make biofuels can also be applied to 
manufacture petroleum replacement feedstocks for use in bio-
based products. Companies today are actively scaling 
technology platforms that produce industrial sugars from 
biomass that can be used in everything from paints to plastics 
to food preservatives. 

Last year, the U.S. military spent approximately $15 
billion on fuel for its operations and oil prices continue to 
increase due to global demand and political unrest in 
petroleum-rich countries. Now, more than ever, our military is 
subject to the resulting volatile fuel prices. According to 
Mabus, for every $1 increase in the price of a barrel of oil, the 
U.S. military fuel expenditure increases by $31 million. 
Unlike oil, biofuels are derived from biomass that is abundant 
and available right here in our country. Building a robust 
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biofuels industry that produces a consistent supply of home 
grown fuel for our soldiers strengthens our national security 
and is the smart, economic choice for our economy. The 
Defense Department will have a reliable supply of stably 
priced fuel, and a growing biofuels industry will reinvigorate 
jobs in rural economies. 

The Navy has already committed to initial biofuel testing 
programs through its “Green Fleet” program, a two-day 
demonstration scheduled for the biennial Rim of Pacific 
exercise in Hawaii this summer. Of the $12 million spent by 
the Defense Department on the Navy’s upcoming Green Fleets 
program, all will go directly back into the U.S. economy. 
These testing programs work to lower the costs of biofuels and 
encourage innovative developments in the field, allowing 
access to a reliable and uncapped source of fuel at home that 
will lock in long-term cost savings. 

The larger biofuels and biochemical industry has made 
significant strides in recent years. Producers are tapping new 
sources of biomass, moving away from corn-based or food 

sources to cellulosic sources that are otherwise discarded like 
wood chips and agricultural waste. Manufacturers have – in 
some cases – reduced prices by more than 50% in the last two 
to three years. With new, advanced technologies that have and 
will continue to lower operating costs, the industry can tap 
cheap, waste biomass available everywhere. 

There is already bipartisan support for biofuels testing 
programs, including the “Green Fleet.” The Defense 
Department should not be restricted from pursing initiatives 
that have the potential to positively transform our country’s 
defense forces just because of a few partisan members of 
Congress. The Senate should support the Defense 
Department’s current biofuels investment plan to power our 
military to greater strength in the 21st century. 

Mark Schweiker is a former Republican governor of 
Pennsylvania and currently a senior vice president at 
Renmatix, a King of Prussia, Pa.-based company that makes 
cellulosic sugars for renewable chemicals and fuels. 
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3. Parade Of Sail Sets Off From Norfolk En Route To Baltimore 
Half-dozen tall ships from around the world due to arrive here 
(BALTIMORE SUN 12 JUN 12) ... Steve Kilar 

ON THE CHESAPEAKE BAY -- As the schooner Pride 
of Baltimore II headed up the bay from Norfolk Tuesday, the 
1,300-square-foot American flag rippling from its main gaff 
suddenly snagged and ripped. 

Fortunately, Pride has a sewing machine onboard. 
"We have a lot of flags," said Elizabeth Foretek, 26, the 

ship's bosun. 
Once the nylon flag was taken down, Foretek and 

deckhand Kris Jones, 22, set to work repairing it, sitting on the 
floor of the ship's main common area below deck. 

They had to mend the flag quickly. Pride is set to escort 
the USS Fort McHenry under the Key Bridge on Wednesday 
morning to launch Sailabration, a weeklong festival that is part 
of Maryland's War of 1812 bicentennial commemoration. 

Shortly before 9 a.m. Tuesday, Pride and a handful of 
other vessels set off from Norfolk's Town Point Park for a 24-
hour sail to Baltimore, Pride's home port. 

The sewing project was one more chore among many 
aboard the 157-foot schooner. 

Capt. Jan Miles and his 11-member crew had been 
working without a break since early morning. The first order 
of business was mopping rainwater from the ship's varnished 
wood surfaces. 

"Taking care of this ship is a nonstop process," said 
deckhand Rohan Rao, 24, who used a squeegee to remove 
rainwater, which could damage the finish of the replica vessel. 

Then came the heavy-duty work that, in 1812, would have 
been performed by scores of men: hauling lines to raise sails, 
tying knots, climbing the shrouds. 

"Here we come! Baltimore!" the crew members shouted 
as they readied the fore topsail. 

With that, Pride was underway, part of a parade of sail up 
the Chesapeake that included tall ships from around the world. 

Before the ships left Norfolk, visitors milled around the 
dock, admiring the historic vessels. 

"It was awesome. You only see that kind of stuff in 
movies," said Janice Loughrey of Pittsburgh, after watching 

the Colombian naval ship Gloria cast off into Norfolk's 
Elizabeth River. 

Gloria is the crown jewel of the parade of ships set to 
glide under the Key Bridge around 11 a.m. Wednesday. 

High above Gloria's deck, dozens of sailors in bright 
shirts stood at attention, balanced on the yards — stays at right 
angles to the mast that support the sails — as music 
accompanied them out to sea. 

Loughrey, who traveled to Norfolk to see the ships with 
her husband, Roger, said the experience was "definitely" 
worth the trip. "It's breathtaking," she said. 

Nicholas Sowko and his wife, Barbara, came from 
Glassport, Pa., to see the tall ships. 

Barbara Sowko said she's encouraging her sister, who 
lives in York, Pa., to attend Sailabration in Baltimore. "I hope 
they do make it, because this is really nice," she said. 

After leaving Norfolk, the tall ships passed by Fort 
Monroe in Hampton, Va., and continued northward up the 
bay. During the day, the bigger ships were traveling at an 
average speed of six knots — just under 7 miles per hour — 
and were scheduled to reach the mouth of the Potomac River 
by sunset. 

Pride, a replica of a Baltimore Clipper — a type of 
schooner built in the late 18th and early 19th centuries and 
known for speed — cruised at up to 10 knots during the day. 
During the War of 1812, the original clippers outran slower 
British vessels. 

Pride and Lynx, a 122-foot schooner based in Newport 
Beach, Calif., will be the only such vessels on display during 
the Tall Ships festival. 

"[Pride is] the most renowned and famous and popular tall 
ship, both nationally and internationally," Rao said. 
"Everybody knows her. Like my last captain said, 'She's the 
cream of the crop.'" 

Officials are counting on the clipper's speed to keep Pride 
at the head of the pack coming up the bay. The vessel is 
scheduled to arrive in Baltimore early Wednesday morning to 
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pick up guests at Fort McHenry — before the rest of the tall-
ship flotilla arrives. 

After the guests come aboard, the schooner will head back 
out into the bay. Then, once again, Pride will sail under the 
Key Bridge, joining the other tall ships and a collection of 
"gray hulls," modern military ships from around the world, for 
their entrance into the Inner Harbor. 

By 4 p.m. Tuesday, Pride was making headway at about 
71/2 knots. Aside from the ripped flag and a short squall 
before noon, the voyage proceeded uneventfully. 

While crew members weren't on deck for their four-hour 
shifts, they were looking ahead to Baltimore and Duda's 
Tavern, their favorite Fell's Point bar. 

They also were tightly packing flour and smokeless 
gunpowder for ceremonial salutes by the ship's guns on 
Wednesday. Keeping their quarters shipshape, they also 
polished the copper panels behind the galley stove, washed 
dishes and swept. 

Foretek, the bosun, scrambled to find sail tape to 
strengthen her repairs to the flag. She hoped the weather 
would cooperate when the vessel made its way into Baltimore 
Wednesday morning. 

If the breeze is light, she said, the flag should hold 
together for the Inner Harbor parade. 

Return to Index 
 
 

CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
4. Michigan Visits Yokosuka During Western Pacific Deployment 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 13 JUN 12) ... Lt. Lara Bollinger, Submarine Group Seven Public Affairs 

YOKOSUKA, Japan -- The Ohio-class guided missile 
submarine USS Michigan (SSGN 727) arrived at Fleet 
Activities Yokosuka, June 13, for a visit as part of its 
deployment to the Western Pacific. 

"The crew of Michigan and I are very proud of our 
deployment so far and are a ready force for any mission given 
to us by our operational commander," said Capt. James 
Horten, Michigan's commanding officer. "As a multi-mission 
submarine that specializes in strike with tomahawk cruise 
missiles and naval special warfare, Michigan is an ideal 
deterrent given her stealth and agility." 

"Our crew has worked extremely hard during our recent 
voyage repair period, and it has been a while since they have 
had a liberty port," said Chief of the Boat Randall Pruitt. 
"Yokosuka will be a welcome break for the crew and a great 
chance to see the wonderful sites in Japan." 

For many of Michigan's approximately 150 crew 
members, this is the first time visiting Japan. 

"I have never been to Japan and I am really looking 
forward to being there," said Machinist Mate 1st class Quinn 
A. Ralston. "I admire Japanese culture and I plan on seeing a 
lot of temples and showing my respect to the country and her 
beautiful people." 

Measuring more than 560 feet long and weighing more 
than 18,000 tons when submerged, Michigan is one of the 
largest, stealthiest and most versatile submarines in the world. 
This submarine is capable of supporting a multitude of 
missions, including anti-submarine warfare, anti-surface ship 
warfare, strike, naval special warfare involving special 
operations forces, intelligence, surveillance and 
reconnaissance, and irregular warfare. 

Michigan is homeported in Bangor, Wash., and is forward 
deployed out of Guam. 

Return to Index 
 

5. Allied Forces Landed On Lithuanian Coast First Time 
Allied Forces Conduct Landing Operation on Lithuanian Coast During BALTOPS 2012 
(ELTA NEWS AGENCY (LITHUANIA) 12 JUN 12) 

PALANGA -- On June 11 on the Lithuanian seacoast for 
the first time in the history of Lithuania the allies conducted a 
landing operation as part of the multinational exercise 
BALTOPS 2012 which included air and naval assets and 
military personnel of seven NATO members - Lithuania, 
Estonia, USA, Latvia, Poland, the Netherlands and Germany. 

"This large-scale multinational Exercise once again 
demonstrates that people of Lithuania are not on their own and 
NATO membership is assuming a full-fledged character," said 
Minister of National Defense Rasa Jukneviciene. "It is crucial 
that Lithuanian troops in collaboration with other allies and 
partners can improve interoperability and mutual 
understanding via training for crisis situations feasible in the 
Baltic Region." 

The main tasks of the operation -- sea landing maneuver -
- in BALTOPS 2012 was fulfilled in collaboration by the 
Ground Combat Element and the Air Combat Element of the 
U.S. Marine Air-Ground Task Force and units of the 

Lithuanian Armed Forces, the Ministry of National Defense 
said in a statement. 

The allied capabilities were brought to the Baltic shore by 
Lithuania's strategic partner Poland's "Lublin" class warships. 

"As Chief of Defense of Lithuania and commander of the 
exercise in Lithuania I am very happy to have the Lithuanian 
military comprehensively involved in BALTOPS 2012 - from 
completion of joint operations to rendering host nation 
support," highlighted Chief of Defense of Lithuania Lt Gen 
Arvydas Pocius. 

"I anticipate that all the Lithuanian military from OFs to 
ORs who were involved in the planning and completion of the 
Exercise have drawn invaluable experience while Lithuanian 
people will feel proud to see that Lithuania is a full-fledged 
member of the international community responsible security in 
the region." 

Such distinguished guests as President of the Republic of 
Lithuania HE [Her Excellency] Dalia Grybauskaite, Minister 
of National Defense R. Jukneviciene, members of the 
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Parliament, Chief of Defense of Lithuania Lt Gen A. Pocius, 
high-ranking UK officer who has held a position of authority 
in Operation Unified Protector in Libya, Deputy Commander 
Naval Striking and Support Forces NATO 
(STRIKFORNATO), Rear Admiral Russ Harding, Rear 
Admiral Ann Claire Phillips, Commander of the 
Expeditionary Strike Group Two, Adjutant General of the 
Pennsylvania National Guard Maj Gen Wesley Craig, foreign 
ambassadors in Lithuania, high-ranking Lithuanian and 
foreign officers, and other guests. 

According to the scenario of the landing operation in 
Nemirseta (Palanga Distr.) personnel of the Combat Divers 
Service of the Lithuanian Special Operations Forces and the 
Explosive Ordnance Disposal Diving Unit of the Lithuanian 
Navy surveyed sublitoral zone and reconnoitre seafloor of the 
Baltic Sea together with the personnel of the Diving and 
Explosive Ordnance Disposal Group of the Royal Netherlands 
Navy. 

Reconnaissance Unit of the Motorized Infantry Brigade 
"Iron Wolf" rope-landed from two Mi-8 helicopters of the 
Lithuanian Air Force to ensure security in the Baltic coastline. 

Approximately 100 U.S. marines and troops of the 
Lithuanian Grand Duke Algirdas Mechanized Infantry 
Battalion landed from Polish "Lublin" class landing ships by 
swimming tracked amphibians and deployed in the 
concentration area. 

U.S. B-52 strategic bomber aircraft flew over the 
operation area in the airspace of Lithuania for the first time in 
the history of our country. 

"USS Normandy" warship sailing in the Lithuanian 
territorial waters from the beginning of the operation was in 
charge of the BALTOPS 2012 naval contingent including the 
Polish "Lublin" class ships as well as five ships of the Baltic 
mine clearance squadron BALTRON. 

In the end of the operation security from the air was 
ensured by two PA-200 "Tornado" fighter-jets of the Polish 
Air Force in addition to the Tactical Air Assault Unit of the 
Lithuanian Special Operations Forces that provided air support 
throughout the operation. 

BALTOPS 2012 located in the territorial waters of 
Germany, Poland, Lithuania, and Estonia of the Baltic Sea 
involves the total of 27 warships, 30 aircrafts, and components 
of ground forces conduct operations in BALTOPS 2012. 

Multinational cooperation in case of a crisis in the region 
is enhanced and security in the Baltic Sea region fostered in 
BALTOPS 2012. During the Exercise military forces will 
conduct joint maritime operations from maneuvering and 
patrolling to joint operations with other forces -- air and land. 

USA first organized the naval exercise BALTOPS in 
1972. Since 1993 the series has been held under the 
Partnership for Peace program. Over four decades BALTOPS 
grew both in number of participating forces and in magnitude 
becoming one of the largest training events in the Baltic 
Region. Lithuania has been sending naval assets to take part in 
BALTOPS since 1994. 
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6. International Distinguished Visitors Attend BALTOPS 2012 Training Scenario 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 13 JUN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Jeff S. Troutman, Navy Public Affairs Support 
Element-East Detachment Europe 

PALANGA, Lithuania -- Maritime forces participating in 
Baltic Operations (BALTOPS) 2012, one of the largest 
multinational maritime exercises this year in the Baltic Sea, 
demonstrated a land, sea and air amphibious operation for 
international distinguished visitors in Palanga, Lithuania, June 
11. 

Attendees included Her Excellency Dalia Grybauskaite, 
President of the Republic of Lithuania, Rear Adm. Ann C. 
Phillips, commander, Expeditionary Strike Group 2, Rasa 
Juknevièienë, Lithuanian Minister of National Defense, and 
Anne E. Derse, the U.S. Ambassador to Lithuania. 

"Sailors and Marines from 12 different nations are here 
today, working side-by-side to demonstrate this exercise 
scenario," said Phillips. "Together, our countries are 
demonstrating tremendous collaboration in maritime security, 
and we continue to sharpen our maritime skills with exercises 
like BALTOPS." 

The distinguished visitors began their day with an 
overview of operations, and observing a live-fire weapons 
demonstration and an interactive equipment display from the 
Lithuanian Armed Forces. 

Senior civilian and military representatives from each of 
the primary participant nations, as well as the Lithuanian 
Armed Forces, joined together in planting several oak trees on 

the training site. The trees, which grow stronger over time, are 
symbolic of their cooperative abilities. 

"A great honor, as well as responsibility, has been given 
to Lithuania to be among the countries that host naval and land 
operations of this exercise," said Lt. Gen. Arvydas Pocius, 
Lithuanian chief of defense. "My hopes today are that all of 
our distinguished guests will see how well the North Atlantic 
Treaty Organization (NATO) and our NATO partners are 
working well together. It's a very important strategic message 
we are sending with this exercise." 

The program culminated in the town of Nemirseta, where 
they observed an amphibious landing demonstration. The 
operation, which included land, sea and air units, with 
Lithuanian soldiers and U.S. Marines delivered to the landing 
beach from the sea - the first of its kind in Lithuania. 

"These exercises have been going on for 40 years, and 
this is a clear demonstration of our commitment to our Baltic 
allies," said Derse. "I heard nothing but the highest of praise 
from our U.S. service members about the dedication of the 
Lithuanian military." 

Other participating nations in the BALTOPS 2012 
exercise include Denmark, Estonia, France, Georgia, 
Germany, Latvia, Netherlands, Poland, Russia, and Sweden. 

Return to Index 
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7. NAVEUR-NAVAF Holds Talks With Turkish Naval Chief Of Intelligence 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 13 JUN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Stephen Oleksiak, Commander, U.S. Naval Forces 
Europe-Africa; Commander, U.S. 6th Fleet Public Affairs 

NAPLES, Italy -- The Deputy Chief of Staff for Strategy, 
Resources and Plans at Commander, U.S. Naval Forces 
Europe-Africa, engaged in staff talks with the Turkish Naval 
Forces Command Chief of Intelligence, at the Naval Support 
Activity Naples in Naples, Italy, June 12. 

During the talks, Rear Adm. Kenneth "K.J." Norton spoke 
about interoperability in the Eastern Mediterranean and Black 
Seas with Turkish Rear Adm. Aydin Sirin to understand and 
achieve each nations' common interests and goals. 

"Today will be briefed on maritime domain awareness, 
theater security cooperation, and maritime security 

operations," said Norton. "Our end goal is to promote peace 
and stability within the Mediterranean and Black Sea region, 
demonstrate commitment to regional partnerships, and to 
foster growing relationships between our two navies." 

Rear Adm. Sirin expressed his gratitude and interest in 
increasing a partnership between Turkey and the U.S. 

"These meetings are very useful between the Turkish and 
U.S. navies," said Sirin. "We hope to improve our cooperation 
by using these meetings to discuss our areas of common 
interest. We are very happy to be here." 
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8. Underwood Honors Sailors Lost During War Of 1812 In Chile 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 12 JUN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Stuart Phillips, Southern Seas 2012 Public Affairs 

VALPARAISO, Chile -- Sailors assigned to guided-
missile frigate USS Underwood (FFG 36) gathered to honor 
deceased U.S. Sailors interred at the Dissident Cemetery in 
Valparaiso, Chile, June 11. 

A Chilean navy band that performed the "Star Spangled 
Banner" and "Taps" joined the group of 17 Sailors and 
officers. 

As the Underwood crew members stood in formation, 
Cmdr. Michael Brasseur, the executive officer, read a brief 
historical account of the naval battle that resulted in the death 
of 58 Sailors of USS Essex March 28, 1814. 

Cmdr. Peter Mirisola, the commanding officer, then spoke 
about the War of 1812 and the U.S. Navy's commemoration of 
the bicentennial of that war. 

"We share a bond with the Sailors of 1812 and all Sailors 
since then," said Mirisola. "The performance of America's 
Sailors and Marines in the War of 1812 set the standard upon 
which our naval forces continue to build today. We continue 
to be warfighters, to operate forward, far from home for 
extended periods of time. We always stand ready to counter 

any challenge, just as the Sailors during the War of 1812, and 
each subsequent war in which our navy has fought, stood 
prepared for anything that came their way." 

Mirisola and Brasseur then presented a wreath of flowers 
in the shape of the American flag, and signed the Dissident 
Cemetery logbook, a tradition observed by U.S. Sailors who 
come to pay their respects. 

Underwood crew members also visited the gravesites of a 
USS Pensacola apprentice and two Sailors from USS 
Baltimore, buried in the cemetery in 1882 and 1891, 
respectively. 

"We remember the selfless sacrifice of each man and we 
stand ready to carry on their tradition of fighting for freedom, 
fighting for the future of our families, our country," said 
Mirisola. "The selfless sacrifice of those who serve their 
country and have paid the ultimate sacrifice will forever live 
on in our memories. We will never forget." 

Underwood is deployed to Central and South America 
and the Caribbean in support of Southern Seas 2012. 
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GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
9. U.S. Military To Help Philippines Monitor Coastal Waters 
Pentagon: U.S. To Help Philippines With Radar 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 12 JUN 12) 

WASHINGTON — The U.S. military said Tuesday it 
planned to help the Philippines monitor its coastal waters as 
Manila faces an escalating dispute with China over territorial 
claims. 

The Pentagon revised earlier comments and said there 
was no firm plan to deliver a land-based radar to the 
Philippines, but that a radar could be part of future assistance. 

"We are in the initial planning stages of assisting the 
Philippines with a National Coast Watch Center," Major 
Catherine Wilkinson told AFP. 

The center is designed "to create an overall picture of 
what is going on in the Philippines' territorial waters," she 
said. 

"Right now we are discussing a range of options and no 
details have been finalized. Radars may be an eventual part of 
the package but it hasn't been determined yet." 

The cost and the time line for the project were still being 
worked out, she said. 

The Philippines has requested radar, patrol aircraft and 
naval vessels as it seeks to bolster its position in a row with 
China over the Scarborough Shoal, which lies near the main 
Philippine island of Luzon. 

China claims the area along with virtually all of the South 
China Sea up to the shores of other Southeast Asian nations, 
including Malaysia, Vietnam and the Philippines. 

The Pentagon's comments came after President Benigno 
Aquino paid a visit last week to the White House, where he 
was offered a robust show of support. 
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Plans to help Manila reflect Washington's strategic shift 
towards Asia amid a growing rivalry with Beijing, with the 
South China Sea at the center of the contest, analysts said. 

"Land-based radar is one of the practical ways the United 
States can simultaneously boost Philippine defense 
capabilities and signal Washington's long-term commitment to 
Asia," said Patrick Cronin, senior adviser for Asia at the 
Center for a New American Security, a Washington think 
tank. 

China may choose to defuse tensions with the Philippines 
just before a gathering of the 10-member Association of 
Southeast Asian Nations next month, Cronin said. 

"But it is also possible that China is determined to 
humiliate the Philippines and, indirectly, the United States," 
he told AFP. 

Manila's request for U.S. military help marks a reversal 
after the Philippines evicted the American military from its 
vast naval base at Subic Bay in 1992. 

It was unlikely the United States would look at providing 
military aircraft at a time when China may be preparing a 
conciliatory gesture, Cronin said. 

"If China persists with embarrassing the Philippines, then 
I have no doubt aircraft sales will follow," he said. 

Tensions between Beijing and Manila escalated in April 
when Chinese and Philippine vessels approached the 
Scarborough Shoal, which lies near the main Philippine island 
of Luzon. Manila says the rock formation falls within its 
exclusive economic zone. 
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10. Pacific Fleet Ships To Head For RIMPAC 2012 Exercise On June 13 
(MOSCOW INTERFAX 13 JUN 12) 

VLADIVOSTOK -- Three ships of the Russian Navy's 
Pacific Fleet will leave Vladivostok on June 13 and head for 
the Hawaiian Islands to take part in the RIMPAC 2012 
international naval exercise. 

"The Russian ships will take part in the international 
maneuvers held twice a year for the first time," Eastern 
Military District's Pacific Fleet spokesman Roman Martov 
told Interfax on Saturday. 

The three ships honored with a gesture of naval 
diplomacy are the Admiral Panteleev large anti-submarine 

ship, the Boris Butoma tanker and the Fotiy Krylov rescue tug, 
he said. 

"On June 13, these ships will depart from the 44th berth at 
the port of Vladivostok and set sail for the Hawaiian Islands. 
A seeing-off ceremony will be organized for the sailors," 
Martov said. 

The first RIMPAC exercise involved ships from the 
United States, Canada and Australia, he recalled. Now 45 
ships and vessels from 23 countries will muster in the same 
area off Hawaii. The active phase of the maneuvers will be 
held from July 11 to August 2, 2012. 
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11. U.S.-Pakistan Talks Hit Snag 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 13 JUN 12) ... Adam Entous and Siobhan Gorman 

WASHINGTON—U.S. and Pakistani officials have held 
secret exploratory talks on a new counterterrorism partnership, 
but that initiative and others are held up by the impasse over 
an American apology for the deaths last year of 24 Pakistani 
troops, both countries said. 

The dispute over an apology for the Nov. 26 deaths—
which Pakistan has demanded but which the White House has 
refused to give—has widening implications. It is delaying a 
deal to reopen critical supply routes for U.S. and North 
Atlantic Treaty Organization troops in neighboring 
Afghanistan, U.S. and Pakistani officials say. 

The dispute also makes reaching a deal on 
counterterrorism cooperation that much harder. 

Senior U.S. officials in recent months have quietly 
sounded out their Pakistani counterparts about negotiating a 
broad accord intended to give Islamabad a greater role in what 
has largely been a unilateral U.S. drone campaign against 
Pakistan-based militants, participants in the preliminary talks 
say. 

The proposals call for a joint military campaign against 
militants that would incorporate U.S. drones as well as 
Pakistani F-16s and ground forces, these officials say. 

The Central Intelligence Agency, which pilots the hunter-
killer drones in Pakistan, invited the new head of Pakistan's 
Inter-Services Intelligence agency, Lt. Gen. Zaheerul Islam, to 
Washington last month to discuss counterterrorism 

cooperation, but the visit was postponed, reflecting the two 
countries' fraught relations. 

A partnership with Pakistan on counterterrorism 
operations is critical, advocates say, to ensure that the U.S. can 
keep the pressure on al Qaeda and its allies as American and 
international forces gradually pull out of Afghanistan. Without 
a deal, they say, Pakistan could move to block CIA drone 
flights. 

Islamabad has publicly called for the U.S. spy agency to 
halt all drone attacks on its territory but it hasn't taken any 
tangible steps to stop the flights. 

The Pakistanis have in recent months grown so frustrated 
that they have explored options to counter the drones, 
including shooting them down and mounting a legal challenge 
to the program in the World Court as a violation of 
international law and of the United Nations Charter, say 
people familiar with the matter. 

Senior U.S. and Pakistani officials acknowledge the 
difficulty of forging a real counterterrorism partnership given 
deep-seated Pakistani public opposition to U.S. drone 
operations. 

Reflecting its frustration with Pakistan, the White House 
has authorized stepped-up CIA strikes in tribal areas bordering 
Afghanistan in recent weeks. 

The hurdles to any deal are great, both sides 
acknowledge. 
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Vali Nasr, a former top Obama administration adviser on 
Pakistan, said the current U.S. strategy of "pressure, pressure 
and more pressure" is unlikely to lead to a "grand bargain" on 
the drone program and counterterrorism. "We can't even get 
out of the gate with an apology." 

Moreover, officials say talks on a counterterrorism deal 
setting out the roles of U.S. and Pakistani forces would be 
complicated by disagreements between the countries over 
which militant groups should be targeted, officials say. 

While U.S. officials believe Pakistan would consent to 
U.S. drone strikes targeting top al Qaeda leaders and Tehrik-e 
Taliban Pakistan, which is battling the Pakistani government, 
Islamabad has so far balked at strikes against the Haqqani 
network, which American officials say has long-standing ties 
to Pakistan's intelligence agency and is responsible for attacks 
against U.S. forces in Afghanistan. 

To try to address Pakistanis' concerns that the drone 
strikes impinge on their sovereignty, U.S. officials have raised 
the possibility of a more collaborative approach under which 
U.S. drone operations could be conducted in concert with 
strikes from Pakistan's fleet of F-16s. 

The U.S. would, in turn, share more intelligence with 
Pakistan to support operations by its air and ground forces, 
officials say. Intelligence sharing has been hampered in the 
past because of U.S. concerns that Pakistan will tip off wanted 
militants before the strikes take place. 

The Obama administration has made clear that drone 
strikes will continue to target what remains of al Qaeda's 
network in the tribal areas of Pakistan, whether Islamabad 
agrees or not. But U.S. officials involved in the preliminary 
discussions believe the Pakistani government would be more 
receptive to cooperating if those operations were seen as part 
of a broader campaign supporting Pakistani forces. Officials 
said such a strategy could allow the Pakistanis to argue that 
the drone attacks aren't an affront to their sovereignty because 
they directly benefit Islamabad. 

Advocates of such an arrangement acknowledge that 
reaching a deal may be a "long shot" in the near-term, but they 
want negotiations to begin. 

U.S. officials said President Barack Obama was wary of 
apologizing to a country that continues to harbor militants. 
Such an apology at the height of a presidential campaign could 
expose him to criticism from Republicans. 

The U.S. officials say they believe Pakistan postponed Lt. 
Gen. Zahir's visit to Washington because the government 
wants to settle other outstanding differences, including over 
the reopening of NATO supply routes into Afghanistan, before 
tackling thorny counter-terrorism issues, encompassing the 
drone program. The Pentagon said this week that it pulled U.S. 
negotiators. 

Pakistan's ambassador to the U.S., Sherry Rehman, said 
the lack of an apology is holding up counterterrorism 
discussions. "We are committed to working with the 
international community to bring stability to the region, and 
this includes the U.S., of course," she said. 

"The apology is holding up important discussions in many 
areas, including a broader conversation on counterterrorism 
cooperation. I hope we resume productive cooperation in 
many areas, but all of it will have to pass the test of 
transparency. Drone attacks need to cease, especially since 
most of al Qaeda has been destroyed, that too with our active 
cooperation." 

A U.S. official said there "there's always room for 
discussion" with the Pakistanis on ways they can partner with 
the U.S. and "get more involved in the defense of their own 
country from terrorists." But the official said progress in this 
area tends to "happen incrementally" and that there were no 
active negotiations "when it comes to conducting the 
counterterrorism operations needed to protect the U.S. and its 
interests." 

A Pakistani official said that a counterterrorism program 
using Islamabad's F-16s and the U.S.'s drones would only be 
acceptable if the Pakistanis were involved with the operations 
of both. The F-16s could be used in relatively unpopulated 
areas. 

Among the proposals that were floated were a joint 
program run out of the Pakistani military's headquarters in 
Rawalpindi and a joint program run out of one of the border 
patrol outposts along Pakistan's border with Afghanistan, 
according to a person familiar with the discussions. 

The Pakistani official said Lt. Gen. Zahir will visit the 
U.S. when his schedule allows, and that a visit is expected in 
the near future. 

A U.S. official said: "The ball's in their court. We're ready 
to have him back." 
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12. Iran Says It Plans Nuclear Submarine 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 13 JUN 12) ... Jay Solomon 

WASHINGTON—Iran said it has begun preparations to 
produce a nuclear-powered submarine, providing an argument 
for producing weapons-grade fuel, ahead of its next round of 
international nuclear negotiations. 

The U.S., Israel and the United Nations nuclear agency 
have long worried that Iran would seek such a justification to 
enrich uranium above the weapons-grade level of 90% purity. 
Officials have pointed to Iran's deliberations about beginning 
research and development for nuclear-fueled submarines. 

On Tuesday, a senior Iranian naval official told state 
media that his country had already begun the process. 

"Right now, we are in the initial phases of manufacturing 
atomic submarines," the deputy commander of the Iranian 

navy for technical affairs, Rear Adm. Abbas Zamini, told 
Iran's semi-official Fars News Agency. 

Adm. Zamini "further reminded that using nuclear power 
to fuel submarines is among the civilian uses of the nuclear 
technology and all countries are, thus, entitled to the right to 
make such a use," the report said. 

The Fars News Agency is associated with Iran's elite 
military unit, the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps, which 
the U.S. believes is a driving force behind Iran's nuclear 
program. Tehran says its nuclear program is peaceful and 
solely focused on civilian applications. 

Iran is seen to be far from capable of building a nuclear-
powered submarine. The State Department said it was aware 
of the report and remains worried about Tehran's intentions. 
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U.S. officials and Iran experts said Iran's announcement 
could be an attempt to gain leverage ahead of international 
talks scheduled for next week in Moscow. 

"One of the few if only civilian pretexts for weapon-grade 
uranium are nuclear submarines, so it was fairly predictable 
that Iran would announce its desire to build them," said Karim 
Sadjadpour, an expert on Iran at the Carnegie Endowment for 
International Peace. "The gap between Iran's bluster and its 
capabilities, especially prior to negotiations, is wider than the 
Strait of Hormouz." 

Israel has been raising concerns for more than six months 
that Iran might cite submarine work as a justification for 
producing highly enriched uranium. On Tuesday, Israel's 
Strategic Affairs Minister Moshe Ya'alon again stressed his 
government's position that Iran not be allowed to maintain any 
enrichment capabilities on its soil. 

"One way or another, the nuclear program must be 
stopped, and not necessarily by war," Mr. Ya'alon said in a 
speech in northern Israel, according to Israel Radio. "That 
would be the last move." 

The U.S., China, Russia and a few other countries possess 
the technology to build nuclear-powered submarines. 

Iran currently maintains three Russian Kilo-class 
submarines, which have been refurbished by the Iranian navy. 
Last year, a heavy Iranian submarine, called the Younus, was 
dispatched into the waters of the Red Sea and Gulf of Aden, 
Fars reported Tuesday. 

Iran is enriching uranium to a level of 19.75% purity to 
run a research reactor in Tehran. Nuclear submarines are 

powered by fuel ranging from 20% purity to more than 90%. 
Many U.S. submarines use nuclear fuel enriched to 96%. 

The Moscow talks on Iran, which include the five 
permanent members of the U.N. Security Council, plus 
Germany, are focused on freezing Iran's production of 
uranium that is enriched to nearly 20% purity. The global 
powers are also seeking to gain Tehran's willingness to ship 
out its stockpile of the nuclear fuel and to close an 
underground enrichment facility near the holy city of Qom. 

U.S. and European officials were worried in recent days 
that the Moscow talks might snag as diplomats representing 
Tehran and the global powers were unable to agree on a 
negotiating framework. 

Iran has demanded that the international bloc lift 
economic sanctions and recognize Tehran's right to produce 
nuclear fuel ahead of any negotiations, a position that has been 
rejected. Tehran also has been pressing the European Union 
not to impose an oil embargo on Iran on July 1. 

On Monday, however, Iran and the global powers agreed 
to a negotiating framework for Moscow following an hour-
long conversation between Tehran's chief negotiator, Saeed 
Jalili, and the EU's foreign-policy chief, Catherine Ashton. 
The British diplomat represents the Security Council members 
and Germany, which is known as the P5+1. 

"They agreed on the need for Iran to engage on the [P5+1] 
proposals, which address its concerns on the exclusively 
peaceful nature of the Iranian nuclear program," Mrs. Ashton's 
office said in a statement Monday. "She also conveyed the 
[P5+1's] readiness to respond to the issues raised by the 
Iranians." 
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13. U.S.: Russia Sending Syria Attack Helicopters 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 12 JUN 12) ... Bradley Klapper 

WASHINGTON -- The Obama administration said 
Tuesday that Russia is sending attack helicopters to Syrian 
President Bashar Assad's regime and warned that the Arab 
country's 15-month conflict could become even deadlier. 

Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton said the U.S. 
was "concerned about the latest information we have that there 
are attack helicopters on the way from Russia to Syria." 

She said the shipment "will escalate the conflict quite 
dramatically." 

Clinton's comments at a public appearance with Israeli 
President Shimon Peres augured poorly for a peaceful solution 
to Syria's conflict. Officials from around the world are 
warning that the violence risks becoming an all-out civil war, 
with Middle East power brokers from Iran to Turkey possibly 
being drawn into the fighting. 

Diplomatic hopes have rested on Washington and 
Moscow agreeing on a transition plan that would end the four-
decade Assad regime. 

But Moscow has consistently rejected the use of outside 
forces to end the conflict or any international plan to force 
regime change in Damascus. Despite withering criticism from 
the West, it insists that any arms it supplies to Syria are not 
being used to quell anti-government dissent. 

With diplomacy at a standstill, the reported shipment of 
helicopters suggests a dangerous new turn for Syria after more 
than a year of harsh government crackdowns on mainly 

peaceful protests and the emergence of an increasingly 
organized armed insurgency. 

There was no immediate reaction from the Russian 
Foreign Ministry. 

Russia and Syria have a longstanding military relationship 
and Syria hosts Russia's only naval base on the Mediterranean 
Sea. But in light of the brutal violence, the U.S. has repeatedly 
demanded that any further deliveries of weaponry be halted. 
Russian military support in the form of materiel as advanced 
as attack helicopters would deal a serious blow to efforts to 
starve the Syrian army of supplies. 

Some 13,000 people have died, according to opposition 
groups, but the U.S. and its allies have been hoping that 
sanctions on Assad's government and its increased isolation 
would make it increasingly difficult to carry out military 
campaigns. Attack helicopters are heavily armored and can 
carry machine guns, rockets, missiles or other weapons 
capable of firing at ground targets. 

Asked why the Pentagon isn't blocking Russian weapons 
shipments to Syria, Defense Department officials noted that 
the administration hasn't declared an arms embargo. Navy 
Capt. John Kirby, a Pentagon spokesman, accepted the 
argument that Moscow's resupplying of helicopters enables 
the regime to kill its own people, but said the key issue is how 
the Syrians use the materiel. 

"Let's not let the Assad regime off the hook here," he told 
reporters. "The focus really needs to be more on what the 
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Assad regime is doing to its own people, than the cabinets and 
the closets to which they turn to pull stuff out. It's really about 
what they're doing with what they've got in their hands." 

In recent days, the State Department has decried what it 
calls "horrific new tactics" by Syrian forces, including 
helicopters attacks on civilians. 

Spokeswoman Victoria Nuland said Clinton's comments 
referred specifically to new helicopters that were being sent to 
Syria, and not already existing Russian-made or Soviet-made 
supplies being used by Assad's government. 

"We have been pushing the Russians for months to break 
their military ties with the Syrian regime and they haven't 
done it," she told reporters in Washington. "Instead, they keep 
reassuring all of us that what they are sending militarily to 
Syria can't be used against civilians. 

"But what are we seeing?" Nuland asked. "We are seeing 
the Syrian government using helicopters to fire on their own 

people from the air. So our question remains: How can the 
Russians conscience their continued military sales to Syria?" 

Rep. Ileana Ros-Lehtinen, chairwoman of the House 
Foreign Affairs Committee, urged a tougher U.S. response. 
She accused Russia of enabling repression by Syria and its 
ally Iran. 

"We must not give a U.S. blessing to Russia's policies in 
Iran and Syria or we will simply invite Moscow to redouble its 
efforts to undermine U.S. interests around the world," she 
said. 

Clinton, as well, warned about a massing of Syrian forces 
near Aleppo over the last two days, saying such a deployment 
could be a "red line" for Syria's northern neighbor Turkey "in 
terms of their strategic and national interests." 

"We are watching this very carefully," she said. 
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14. Kenya Seeking U.S. Aid For Attack On Al-Shabab Town 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 12 JUN 12) ... Jason Straziuso 

NAIROBI, Kenya — Kenya is seeking U.S. and 
European assistance to aid in its planned attack on a militant 
port town in southern Somalia, Kenya's prime minister said 
Tuesday. 

Raila Odinga said that Kenyan forces are preparing for a 
"final onslaught" on the Somali port town of Kismayo by 
August, when the U.N. mandate of Somalia's transitional 
government expires. Kismayo is controlled by al-Shabab 
militants who get a significant portion of their operating 
expenses by levying "taxes" on the port. 

Kenyan forces moved into Somalia last October and have 
been slowly moving toward Kismayo. 

"Without controlling Kismayo, it's very difficult to 
completely neutralize al-Shabab," Odinga told a gathering of 
foreign correspondents. "It has taken time because our forces 
felt that to move in otherwise would have cost a lot of lives, 
both civilian and military." 

Odinga said Kenya has asked the U.S. for financial 
assistance in the operation. He said the U.S. has previously 
"resisted" providing funds until Kenyan forces formally joined 
the African Union force known as AMISOM. The formal 
transfer of Kenyan forces to AMISOM command happened 
earlier this month. 

"I will talk to the U.S. representative this week and they 
have said they are going to make more funds available for this 

exercise," Odinga said, adding later: "If they can also bring 
military assistance so much the better, but for now we are 
talking about financial assistance." 

A U.S. Embassy spokesman said he couldn't immediately 
comment but would seek more information. 

Odinga said Kenya is also asking the European Union 
Naval Force for help, but that the force is "reluctant." The EU 
Naval Force recently expanded its mandate to include military 
attacks on pirate havens on Somali land. However, Kismayo is 
an al-Shabab stronghold and not a pirate stronghold. 

Kenyan troops entered Somalia after a rash of militant 
attacks on Kenyan soil, including the kidnappings of several 
foreigners. Hundreds of thousands of Somalis have fled 
violence and famine in Somalia and now live in Kenya. More 
than 600,000 Somali refugees live in the Dadaab refugee 
camp, and Odinga said Kenya hosts 1 million Somali refugees 
overall. 

Odinga said that by constructing roads, schools, housing 
and health centers in areas of Somalia that have been freed 
from al-Shabab, the flow of refugees will slow and that some 
refugees will voluntarily return to Somalia. 

"We can create an environment in Somalia that will 
facilitate the voluntary return of Somalis to Somalia," he said. 
"The international community needs to help us." 
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15. Royal Navy Warship 'Makes The Sea Boil' After Destroying A LIVE Second World War German 
Mine Off The Sardinian Coast 

(LONDON DAILY MAIL (UK) 12 JUN 12) ... Anthony Bond 
A Royal Navy warship has destroyed a live Second World 

War mine discovered off the coast of Sardinia. 
HMS Ledbury, based at Portsmouth, Hampshire, was 

carrying out NATO anti-mine exercises in the Mediterranean 
when the 70-year-old device was spotted on the ship's sonar at 
a depth of 141ft. 

The detonation of the German mine - which measured 5ft 
in diameter and contained 739lbs of explosives - caused a 
shockwave to rise to the surface. 

Witnesses said it made the sea 'boil' and created a large 
crater in the sea bed, which threw sand and mud into the 
Mediterranean. 

Ledbury's commanding officer, Lieutenant Commander 
Tony Williams, said: 'The discovery and disposal of this mine 
has demonstrated once again the professionalism and 
effectiveness of the Royal Navy's mine countermeasure 
capability. 



 15

'I am immensely proud of the efforts of my team and this 
is a fitting culmination to a challenging deployment for 
Ledbury working with our NATO partners.' 

Following the discovery of the mine, two divers from the 
vessel, Able Seaman Josh Spibey and Lieutenant Sean Heaton, 
were sent to confirm the find. 

After gaining permission from the Italian authorities, the 
dive team, working with their Italian counterparts, placed 4lb 
packs of plastic explosives on the mine in order to detonate it. 

Lt Cdr Williams described how the explosion caused a 
shockwave to rise to the surface, making the sea 'boil'. 

Debris from the sea bed was thrown into the crystal clear 
waters of the Mediterranean. 

HMS Ledbury was conducting training in the bay of 
Cagliari during exercises with other ships of NATO's 
permanent mine countermeasures group. 

Mines similar to this one were usually dropped by 
parachute and were designed to sink big ships, sometimes 
snapping them in half. 

Because of the way they were constructed, they are often 
fully intact and ready to explode at any moment. 

Return to Index 
 

16. Royal Navy Jobs Facing Axe Reduced From 300 To 170 
(PLYMOUTH HERALD (UK) 13 JUN 12) 

Fewer redundancies have had to be made in the Navy in 
the latest round of job cuts than previously forecast. 

Up to 300 sailors faced being axed in the second wave of 
forces sackings but this has been reduced to 170 due to 
recruitment curbs and granting fewer extensions of service. 

But of these 50 (29 per cent) are being forced to quit. 
They are among the 3,800 service redundancies 

confirmed in the second tranche, with the bulk coming from 
the Army, which is facing the biggest overall cuts in 
manpower. 

The RAF is losing 730 personnel, while 2,900 soldiers are 
receiving notices. Of these two services 29 per cent and 28 per 
cent are not volunteers. 

For the Navy and RAF these should be the final 
reductions. 

The Ministry of Defence said there was still "some way to 
go to bring the size of the Army down to 82,000" and 
decisions on how to achieve those cuts "are yet to be taken." 

The MoD added it had done everything it could to avoid 
compulsory redundancies, pointing out the rate had fallen 
since the last wave from 38 per cent. 

Volunteers will leave by December 11, with compulsory 
redundancies taking effect in a year's time. 

Details about the location of personnel being made 
redundant have not yet been published. 

But in the first round of job losses at least one in five 
sailors sacked was Plymouth-based. 

In all, more than 195 Plymouth naval personnel were 
given notice. 

The MoD is in the process of cutting 25,000 armed forces 
personnel and 29,000 civilian staff by 2015 in the biggest 

round of cuts to the military since the end of the Cold War. It 
estimates this will save £4.1 billion between 2011 and 2015. 

Defence Secretary Philip Hammond said: "Of course I 
regret that it has been necessary to make redundancies to 
deliver our plans for reducing the size of the armed forces. 

"We inherited a multi-billion-pound black hole in the 
defence budget which had meant the previous government had 
not been able to afford to properly equip our troops with the 
kit they needed. 

"We've now brought the defence budget back into balance 
for the first time in a generation. 

"We will have smaller armed forces but we will ensure 
they will have the protection and equipment they need. 

"The Royal Navy and RAF redundancy figures are 
smaller than anticipated due to the MoD's ability to use other 
measures, such as slowing recruitment. 

"No further significant reductions are expected for the 
Royal Navy or RAF. We still have some way to go to bring 
the size of the Army down to 82,000 and decisions on what is 
necessary to achieve this are yet to be taken, but we won't 
compromise the mission in Afghanistan." 

Alison Seabeck, Labour MP for Plymouth Moor View 
and Shadow Defence Minister, said: "We knew these 
redundancies were coming but nonetheless it shouldn't detract 
from the potential problems that some of these service 
personnel and their families will face given the problems there 
are in the wider economy." 

Ahead of the announcement on the latest redundancies Ms 
Seabeck had been in contact with Plymouth Chamber of 
Commerce with a view to providing support for service 
personnel who were losing their jobs to find employment. 
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PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
17. Lawmaker To Navy: Offer More 15-Year Retirements 
(NAVY TIMES 12 JUN 12) ... Mark Faram 

A key lawmaker is seeking 15-year retirements for 172 
sailors cut by last year’s Enlisted Retention Boards who would 
otherwise be forced to leave the Navy by Sept. 1. 

Rep. Scott Rigell, R-Va., who represents part of the 
Navy-heavy Hampton Roads area and serves on the committee 
that sets defense policy, asked Chief of Naval Personnel Vice 
Adm. Scott Van Buskirk to extend Temporary Early 
Retirement Authority to sailors selected for separation who hit 
the 15-year mark by Sept. 30, 2013. 

“Allowing this exception will provide additional ERB 
sailors in fiscal year 2013 the opportunity to apply for the 
maximum benefits allowable by law, which is consistent with 
the Navy’s objectives and equitable for those who have served 
this nation with distinction and honor,” Rigell wrote in the 
June 11 letter, a copy of which was provided to Navy Times. 

The Navy already has offered 15-year retirements to 
sailors who hit that mark by Sept. 1; 303 of the 2,946 cut by 
the retention boards qualify for that offer. 
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The rest would be forced to accept an average of $55,000 
in separation pay versus a retirement worth an estimated 
$900,000 over the rest of their lives. 

Rigell considered, but rejected, the idea of seeking an 
extension of 15-year retirements through Sept. 30, 2014, 
which would have affected an additional 78 sailors. 

“A one-year extension is a reasonable time frame for 
those who are close to the 15-year mark, and that’s the goal 
we’ve been shooting for for a while now,” said a source in 
Rigell’s office. 

Navy officials would not address the specifics of Rigell’s 
request. “The Navy has received the congressman’s letter, 
however we have not had an opportunity to evaluate it,” said 
Cmdr. Kathy Kessler, spokeswoman for the chief of 
personnel. 

Initial reaction from those impacted by the ERB was 
mixed. 

“We are truly excited that Congressman Rigell has taken 
an interest in the ERB and the impact it’s having on thousands 
of families around the Navy — this is a great step forward,” 
said Jennifer Beasley, who founded the “Sailors against ERB” 
Facebook community, where ERB sailors have been sharing 
ideas and news since last year’s announcement. “Still, we have 
felt all along that ERB sailors whose contracts would taken 
them to the 15-year point should be allowed to stay until that 
date and depart with the retirement benefits they all were 
promised and continuing to serve to attain, regardless of the 
fiscal year that anniversary falls in.” 

Beasley’s husband, AT1 (AW) Beau Beasley was cut by 
the ERB and would have achieved 15 years of service in 
October 2013. 

Navy officials had repeatedly said they didn’t plan for 
using TERA because it wasn’t requested in the fiscal 2012 
budget and was only put in by Congress at the final moment, 
but later reversed themselves. 

“When the ERB was planned and executed, statutory 
authority for TERA did not exist and was not anticipated for 
FY12,” Kessler said in a written response to query. “When 
this authority was reenacted in the FY12 National Defense 
Authorization Act, signed into law by the president on [Dec. 

31, 2011], Navy aggressively pursued approval to offer this 
force management authority to eligible ERB Sailors.” 

It was less than a month later, on Jan. 20, when they 
released their initial TERA message, offering the retirement to 
those who would be eligible by Sept. 1, a date the Navy has 
stood firm on, though they’ve failed to communicate the 
urgency that date holds and what would really happen if the 
few hundred sailors were allowed to stay on active duty until 
eligible to retire. 

“The selected date aligns with the previously announced 
date that sailors not selected for retention by the ERB would 
need to be separated from the Navy,” Kessler said. 

Van Buskirk told Navy Times in February that regardless 
of how officials looked at a cutoff date for TERA, it would 
disadvantage someone, so the decision was made to stick with 
their arbitrary Sept. 1 deadline. 

In fact, sources in the career counselor community told 
Navy Times that after the message came out, it was pointed 
out to personnel officials that administratively, their choice of 
cutoff dates made no sense. 

That’s because by Navy rule, enlisted sailors are officially 
retired on the last day of the month. Regardless of the actual 
day they choose to leave service, they are officially carried on 
the rolls that entire month and paid for that service. 

Because of this technicality, the argument was made, the 
sources say, to open up TERA to the 20 whose date fell before 
Sept. 30 to reflect that administrative reality — a move that 
would have required the Navy to go back to the Defense 
Department for permission. 

Navy leaders wouldn’t budge, and apparently have 
refused earlier attempts by Rigell to get sailors who have 
come to him for help. 

“I appreciate your response to my previous inquiries 
requesting a later separation date for those sailors who have 
contacted me,” Rigell wrote. “However, I am disappointed 
that the Navy has been unable to accommodate those 
requests.” 

Sources told Navy Times that the Navy could extend 
TERA benefits until the end of calendar year 2018, though it 
would require additional Pentagon approval, something the 
Navy has been reluctant to seek. 
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18. Military Soon Will Pay More For Former Soldiers Than Current Ones 
Study Group: As Force Shrinks, Personnel Bills Will Grow 
(U.S NEWS & WORLD REPORT 12 JUN 12) ... John T. Bennett 

The Pentagon soon will spend more on health care and 
other benefits for former military personnel than on the men 
and women fighting today's conflicts, according to a new 
study. 

A Bipartisan Policy Center study group composed of 
former defense officials is warning that in 2014 the "cost of 
veterans' benefits will exceed [the] amount spent on active-
duty troops." 

If Congress fails to pass a broad debt-reduction package 
this year that would reduce the federal debt by $1.2 trillion, 
around $500 billion in separate cuts to defense and domestic 
entitlement budgets would go into effect Jan. 1. The impact 
would force government entities like the Pentagon to cancel 
contracts, lay off workers and terminate programs. 

But lawmakers and analysts predict President Obama will 
use his power to exempt from those cuts around $140 billion 
the Pentagon devotes right now on military personnel 
programs. "I can guarantee that'll be exempted," Arnold 
Punaro, says Arnold Punaro, a former executive at SAIC, 
Marine Corps general and senior Senate staffer. "No one" in 
Congress is going to vote for a bill that would cut "money for 
the troops," Punaro says. 

As the Pentagon faces shrinking yearly budgets, Pentagon 
officials and analysts are calling for major changes in military 
personnel and retirement programs to make them cheaper. 
They warn if people costs are allowed to skyrocket, there will 
be fewer funds to buy combat hardware. 

"I want to see money going to [buy] tanks and 
bullets...and drones, not to people who get a pension for 50 
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years after they leave the military," says Dov Zakheim, a 
former Pentagon comptroller and Booz Allen Hamilton 
executive. 

The Pentagon's retirement benefits bill will only get larger 
after 2014, creating a major financial problem as annual 
military spending is slated to decline after a decade of war. 

Yearly military retirement payments alone are expected to 
more than double by 2035, growing from $52.2 billion in 2011 
to $116.9 billion, according to an estimate prepared by the 
Defense Business Board, which reports directly to the defense 
secretary. 

More broadly, the Bipartisan Policy Center study further 
highlights what some call the military's "people problem." 

"In 2017, the DOD plans to have 100,000 fewer troops, 
but still spend as much on personnel as today," states the 
report. 

Another think tank, the Center for a New American 
Security, found personnel costs for the Army—the largest of 
the four armed services—have grown by nearly 50 percent 
over the last decade. 

"Since 2001, military personnel costs on a per-person 
basis grew by 46 percent in real terms due to new and 
expanded benefits, health care inflation, increased allowances 
for housing and subsistence, and pay raises higher than the 
employment cost index," CNAS found. 

Military officials said they have spent around $245 billion 
on personnel costs in 2010, more than a third of the $636 
billion appropriated that year to the Defense Department. 

Some analysts put the actual number at more than $300 
billion. 

Pentagon officials are increasingly concerned about the 
growing costs, saying health care expenditures alone have 
swelled over the last decade by over $30 billion, from $19 
billion to $50 billion annually. 

James Jones, a former national security adviser to 
President Barack Obama and a retired Marine Corps general, 
told reporters last week that when any organization spends so 
much on its employees it has "big problems." 

Lawmakers from both parties repeatedly say "everything" 
within the Pentagon's budget must be on the table as annual 
spending shrinks. Yet, House and Senate panels that oversee 
military policy making and spending keep killing Pentagon 
proposals to make modest changes aimed at making its 
personnel programs more affordable. 

No one in Washington expects lawmakers to take on 
military health care, retirement, or pay and benefits reform 
during an election year. But Pentagon officials are adament 
that must soon change. 

"Part of this is understanding where the money is," former 
Joint Chiefs of Staff Chairman Adm. Michael Mullen said 
during his final weeks in office last year, adding that the big 
places there's available money is in healthcare, pay and 
benefits. 

The Defense Business Board, a Pentagon advisory group, 
has labeled the military's growing people bills "a poison pill." 
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19. CSADD: 'Navigating Success' Through Peer Mentoring 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 12 JUN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Claire Farin, Navy Public Affairs Support Element 
West 

SAN DIEGO -- Sailors from across the fleet are attending 
the Coalition of Sailors Against Destructive Decisions 
(CSADD) rally at Naval Base Coronado, June 12-13. 

This is the second rally happening this year with the 
purpose of promoting sound decision-making and leadership 
development among junior Sailors. 

The rally's theme is "Navigating Success," bringing good 
peer-to-peer connections, which foster collective focus that 
affects good decision-making. The rallies are designed to 
promote thought and inspire young leaders to discuss a variety 
of issues affecting the fleet, such as sexual assault awareness, 
bystander intervention, responsible alcohol use, off-duty 
safety and Sailor family readiness. 

According to Chief of Naval Personnel Vice Adm. Scott 
Van Buskirk, CSADD is one of the best examples of Sailors 
getting involved and making a difference. 

"Continue to be inspired," said Van Buskirk. "Continue to 
empower the rest of our Navy with your messages that you 
bring forward." 

The rally includes addresses from senior leadership and 
briefs by subject matter experts discussing various topics of 

importance to today's 21st Century Sailor. The topics are 
designed to inspire young Sailors to enter into the discussion, 
to tackle tough issues, and simply raise awareness. 

"We have a great Navy," Van Buskirk added. He said that 
leading from grassroots levels is very impactful and to him it 
is very inspiring. 

"Programs like CSADD are valuable," said Chief 
Religious Specialist Patrick McCormick, from 1st Marine 
Division, Camp Pendleton. "It gives Sailors guidance to 
maintain their moral compass; and ensures they understand 
that they can get support from one another." 

With the Sailors' efforts to support one another, 
McCormick said that CSADD is a positive tool in improving 
the workforce in all areas. 

"I think that it's a great way to keep Sailors away from 
bad decision and [CSADD] is a way to give them the 
opportunity to see that there is a support group out there," said 
Information Systems Technician Seaman Kayleen Amos, from 
Commander, Navy Region Southwest. 

Currently there are more than 250 CSADD chapters 
operating across the Navy. 
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20. Group Planning Centers To Treat Combat Trauma 
(NEW YORK TIMES 13 JUN 12) ... James Dao 

Pledging to overhaul the way the military handles the 
least visible wounds of war, a private foundation will unveil a 
$100 million plan on Wednesday to construct state-of-the-art 

treatment centers for brain injuries and psychological 
disorders at nine of the largest bases in the country. 
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The foundation, the Intrepid Fallen Heroes Fund, has 
already raised $25 million and will begin construction this 
month on the first two centers, at Fort Belvoir, an Army base 
in Virginia near Washington, and the Marines’ Camp Lejeune 
in North Carolina. 

“The signature wounds of these wars are traumatic brain 
injury and post-traumatic stress,” said Arnold Fisher, honorary 
chairman of the fund and patriarch of the New York 
development family that started it. “And to this day, we are 
not treating these people well.” 

The centers will allow the Pentagon to expand and 
modernize treatment of traumatic brain injuries, post-traumatic 
stress disorder and other mental health problems to a degree 
not currently possible at most Army and Navy hospitals, 
experts said. 

By some estimates, about one in five service members 
return from deployments with traumatic brain injuries or post-
traumatic stress disorder. 

When completed, fund officials said, the network will 
also represent the largest privately financed construction 
project ever done for the Pentagon, which often resists 
assistance from outside groups. The Intrepid fund is unique, 
however, in having built large military medical centers in 
Bethesda, Md., and San Antonio. 

Mr. Fisher, whose organization has collected more than 
$150 million for previous military health programs, said the 
fund would have little trouble raising the remaining $75 
million to complete the other seven centers. The military will 
staff and operate all the facilities once they are finished. 

But with the armed services slashing budgets, the war in 
Iraq over and American troops leaving Afghanistan in two 
years, Mr. Fisher raised concerns about whether the 
government would finance grants to hire the specialized 
personnel needed to make the centers world class. 

Blunt and well known for being demanding, Mr. Fisher, 
79, estimated those grants would cost $25 million to $50 
million over the next three years. 

“I don’t want anything else from the government,” except 
that it take care of its responsibility, he said in an interview. 
“These guys go out and get hurt and all you give them is pills? 
Not in my America.” 

In a statement, Defense Secretary Leon E. Panetta said 
that he was “deeply grateful” to the Intrepid Fallen Heroes 
Fund and that the new centers “will help leading doctors and 
scientists expand care and research new ways to treat these 
injuries.” 

Gen. Lloyd J. Austin III, the vice chief of staff of the 
Army, said in a statement that the Army was “committed to 
staffing” the centers, saying they will allow “a patient-
centered approach to the many possible stressors affecting 
soldiers’ lives.” 

Gen. Joseph F. Dunford, Jr., the assistant commandant of 
the Marine Corps, said that the Marines were also committed 
to augmenting the medical staff with specially trained 
personnel. “If we don’t have the right numbers at Lejeune, 
we’ll adjust,” he said. “This is at the top of my in-box.” 

Having focused a great deal of attention and resources on 
amputation and burn treatment earlier in the wars, the military 
acknowledges that it has been slow to understand the depth, 
breadth and complexity of brain injuries and psychiatric 
problems related to combat. 

In the last decade, the military says that more than 
230,000 service members have suffered traumatic brain 
injuries, about 10 percent of the more than 2.3 million people 
who have deployed. The Department of Veterans Affairs says 
it has treated about an equal number of Iraq and Afghanistan 
veterans for post-traumatic stress disorder, though experts say 
many more cases have not been diagnosed yet. 

Military medical officials said the new centers would 
function like satellite clinics for the military’s flagship center 
for brain injuries, the National Intrepid Center of Excellence 
in Bethesda, which was also built by the Intrepid fund, for 
about $70 million. 

With its large staff, small caseload, modern equipment 
and an openness to alternative therapies, including yoga and 
acupuncture, the national center is thought by many military 
officials to provide the most effective care for traumatic brain 
injuries in the country. 

But the Bethesda center handles only about 250 patients a 
year, said Dr. James Kelly, the director. He said he planned to 
disseminate innovative therapies and diagnostic practices to 
the satellite centers through telemedicine and training 
programs. Those satellite centers are supposed to handle as 
many as 1,000 patients a year, he said. 

“We have the freedom to do things that others don’t,” Dr. 
Kelly said. “It’s not magic. It requires that systems change and 
people buy in. I’m confident it can be done at these bases.” 

In addition to Fort Belvoir and Camp Lejeune, the 
military has approved centers at six Army posts: Fort 
Campbell in Kentucky, Fort Bragg in North Carolina, Forts 
Hood and Bliss in Texas, Joint Base Lewis-McChord in 
Washington and Fort Carson in Colorado. The fund is working 
with the Pentagon to add one more site. 

Each center will be about 25,000 square feet, have a gym, 
private examination rooms and therapy areas, and be almost 
fully equipped when turned over to the military, Mr. Fisher 
said. He said he intended to complete construction on all nine 
within two years. 

Unlike the drab, barracks-like medical buildings at most 
bases, the new centers will be designed with “curvature and 
softness,” Mr. Fisher said. “When these men and women walk 
in, they will know it is built for them.” 

Mr. Fisher’s uncle, Zachary, founded the Intrepid 
Museum Foundation, which saved the World War II carrier 
and brought it to New York. The family then created the fallen 
heroes fund, which in its early years paid grants to survivors 
of troops who died on duty. In 2007, the fund opened a $65 
million rehabilitation center for severely burned troops and 
amputees at Brooke Army Medical Center in Texas, known as 
the Center for the Intrepid. Its next major project, the National 
Intrepid Center of Excellence in Bethesda, opened in 2010. 

The family is also responsible for the Fisher House 
program, which provides free temporary housing for families 
visiting severely wounded troops at military medical centers. 
The foundation has built nearly 60 houses, with more planned. 

Martin Edelman, an original board member of the Intrepid 
fund, said that over the years the foundation had learned that 
building things for the military could force its balky 
bureaucracy to act. 

“All we do is build,” he said. “And the reason is, it serves 
as a catalyst for attention. So we build the building, we equip 
it and say, ‘Here it is.’ They then have to staff it. It’s 
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embarrassing if they don’t. And they are forced to do something with it.” 
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21. Training Underscored While Nurses Honor The Navy Hospital Corps 114th Birthday 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 12 JUN 12) ... Bill W. Love, Naval Health Clinic Corpus Christi Public Affairs 

CORPUS CHRISTI, Texas -- Naval Health Clinic Corpus 
Christi (NHCCC) nurses hosted a breakfast June 12, honoring 
the Navy Hospital Corps in celebration of its 114th birthday. 

"All of my fellow nurses both in an out of uniform thank 
you very much as you celebrate the birth of your rating June 
17," said Capt. Michelle Miller, senior nurse executive, to the 
enlisted men and women whose rating badge bears a 
caduceus. "I am deeply humbled to be here and proud to serve 
with you wherever our nation calls. So happy birthday to 
you!" 

A local chef donated his time and catering service to bring 
the NHCCC Sailors their morning fare for the celebration a 
second consecutive year. 

"I really enjoyed it," said Hospital Corpsman 1st Class 
(FMF) Jacob D. Davenport. "I appreciated the opportunity to 
sit down for breakfast with friends. It reminded me of days at 
sea and good mornings when we'd meet at the mess deck for 
some oatmeal and coffee. We'd share thoughts about family, 
funny stories, and the day ahead and we did the same this 
morning. It was a fine way to start the day!" 

Prior to the establishment of the Hospital Corps, enlisted 
medical support was limited in scope. 

In the Continental Navy and the early U.S. Navy, medical 
assistants were assigned at random out of the ship's company. 

Not until the Spanish-American War did Congress pass a 
bill authorizing establishment of the U.S. Navy Hospital 
Corps, signed into law by then-President William McKinley 
June 17, 1898. 

Today's hospital corpsmen are highly trained individuals 
who serve ashore, at sea, and accompany Marines into battle. 

Although nurses undergo a different level of training, 
taking care of a patient or a casualty is a shared experience by 
hospital corpsmen whose skills can easily be attributed to a 
nurse. 

"The nurses are vital to our development because it is the 
knowledge they share that will be carried to battle," said 
Davenport. "The corpsmen must earn trust and confidence 
from their nurses because they perform as extensions of the 
nurses' eyes, ears, and hands." 

Miller, a Nurse Corps officer of 26 years, informed the 
gathering that she articulates her expectation to Nurse Corps 
candidates during the interview process that a nurse's primary 
mission is to mentor hospital corpsmen and prepare them for 
the battlefield. 

"Because you all know more than anyone," said Miller, 
"when the call goes out, 'corpsman up!', that Marine knows 
that he can count on you to be there with courage and pride, 
and render Navy medicine." 
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22. U.S. Navy Grad Azor Easy Choice For Blue Jays 
(MLB.COM 11 JUN 12) ... Walter Villa 

Chuck LaMar, a special assistant in the Blue Jays' 
amateur scouting department and the former general manager 
of the Tampa Bay Rays, said it was "an honor" for Toronto to 
select center fielder Alex Azor in the 10th round last week. 

Usually, the larger honor is felt by the player -- who gets 
a "once-in-a-lifetime" thrill -- and not the team that selects 
dozens of players each year. 

But because of Azor's character -- he was the captain of 
the Naval Academy as a senior this past season -- LaMar felt 
especially proud of his franchise for making the selection. 

"Alex plays the game with passion every day," LaMar 
said. "We chose him because of his ability and his love for the 
game." 

LaMar got the chance to scout Azor extensively, partly 
because his son, left-hander Charlie LaMar, was a Navy 
freshman this past season. 

The scout watched Azor, 23, lead Navy with a .322 
batting average, making the All-Patriot League first team for 
the second time in his career. 

A lefty batter, Azor hit just one homer, three triples and 
four doubles, but his .419 on-base percentage was third on the 
team. 

Azor also set the Navy record for highest round selected 
in the annual baseball Draft. 

The 5-foot-11, 190-pounder said the Jays called him in 
the 10th round and asked him if he would be willing to sign on 
the cheap. "I would have signed for a hot dog," said Azor, who 
added that his bonus was a modest $1,000. 

Azor reported this week to the Jays' rookie-league team in 
Dunedin, Fla. But just how long he will play is still in 
question. He has a five-year commitment to the Navy, and he 
is set to report to the Marine Corps headquarters in Quantico, 
Va., in April 2013. (The Marine Corps is a component of the 
U.S. Department of the Navy.) 

"My dream is to play baseball, but I also want to serve my 
country," Azor said. "I feel like I have a debt to my country." 

Azor is grateful that the U.S. took in his parents and 
grandparents. His father, Michel Azor, is a native of 
Camaguey, Cuba. His mother, Helida, is a native of Cali, 
Colombia. 

Then again, most would agree that Michel Azor, who 
served in the Vietnam War, has already paid his so-called 
"debt." But, like most of the men and women in the military, 
honor is a big word for Alex Azor. 

"Alex was the first unanimous team captain we've ever 
had," Navy coach Paul Kostacopoulos said. "That honor is 
voted on by the players, and it's almost impossible to have 
everyone vote for you, especially on a team full of leaders. But 
Alex manages to connect with everyone." 

Kostacopoulos said he expects Azor to play this summer 
and then begin his military commitment in April. From there, 
the coach said Azor can apply to be released from the rest of 
his commitment in April 2015. Azor would be 26 at the time. 

"He would still serve in the reserves for six more years, 
and do recruiting for the Navy," Kostacopoulos said. "It would 



 20

be an alternate type of service, and the best-case scenario for 
his baseball career. 

Whatever happens, Kostacopoulos essentially said that 
you shouldn't bet against Azor. 

"Every time Alex has been faced with a challenge," the 
coach said, "he's come out on top." 

But even if Azor never makes the Majors, he has already 
helped the Jays by simply signing. It's all part of the new 
regulations Major League Baseball put in play for the 2012 
Draft. 

As part of those rules, each team is assigned an overall 
budget depending on how many picks it has and how high up 
it is in the Draft. Toronto's Draft budget this year is $8.83 
million. 

If the budget is exceeded by five percent or more, the 
offending team would have to forfeit a first-round pick in the 

next Draft. If it is exceeded by 15 percent, the penalty is a pair 
of first-rounders. 

Major League Baseball also assigns a dollar amount for 
each slot in the first 10 rounds. Teams can go over or under 
slot for each pick -- as long as they stay within the overall 
budget. 

The Blue Jays used their first seven picks this year to 
draft high-end players. They then used their next seven 
selections on college seniors, including Azor, who had little 
leverage in terms of extracting a large signing bonus. 

It's a strategy that has earned praise from more than one 
media outlet. But to LaMar, it's something far more personal. 

"We made a dream come true for a young man who loves 
baseball," LaMar said. 
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FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
23. Preemptive Budget Cuts Suggested For Pentagon 
Senator’s proposal could avoid deeper reductions next year 
(WASHINGTON POST 13 JUN 12) ... Walter Pincus 

The chairman of the Senate Armed Services Committee 
said Tuesday that the Defense Department could head off far 
deeper budget reductions by preemptively agreeing to cut $10 
billion a year for the next decade. 

Sen. Carl Levin, the Michigan Democrat who heads the 
powerful committee, said “defense has to contribute” to a 
compromise to head off the across-the-board, $55-billion-a-
year cuts required by the budget compromise that Congress 
reached last year. The provision, known as sequestration, will 
be triggered on Jan. 3 if Congress doesn’t come up with a 10-
year, $1.2 trillion deficit reduction plan or a compromise to 
change the law by the end of this year. 

Levin suggested that some cuts could come from the costs 
of maintaining and modernizing the nuclear stockpile and 
funding for family housing for troops stationed in South 
Korea. 

Levin, participating in a National Press Club session, said 
a signal should be sent on a compromise before the fiscal year 
ends Sept. 30, because major defense contractors have already 
sent “warning notices” to employees of possible cuts. 

“That kind of instability and uncertainty is what is going 
to drive us, hopefully… to at least take some steps down the 
path of avoiding that train wreck,” Levin said. 

David Langstaff, president of defense contractor TASC, 
told the gathering that the situation “has business standing on 
the sidelines waiting to see what will happen.” 

Levin, who is working with other senators to come up 
with a compromise, called his proposed reduction of $100 
billion from the Pentagon over 10 years “a figure… for totally 
planning purposes when we look at how to come up with plans 
to avoid sequestration.” 

He described sequestration as “mindless budgeting,” 
where “automatic reductions, perhaps 8 percent to 10 
percent,” will take place across the board. Instead, Levin said 
any cuts beyond the $487 billion built into the 2011 
congressional compromise will have to be “prioritized, 
prudent, [and] no area can be exempt.” 

Navy Capt. John Kirby, a Pentagon spokesman, said 
Tuesday, “Any cuts beyond those already factored in would 
require a reassessment of the strategy.” 

One area Levin described as “ripe for cuts” is the nuclear 
stockpile. About $200 billion is being planned to modernize 
the nuclear weapons-building complex and build a new triad 
of strategic bombers, missile-launching submarines and land-
based ICBMs. 

Levin also suggested the possibility of savings in South 
Korea, where he said the United States cannot afford plans to 
provide family housing for dependents of American troops 
assigned there. 

Gen. James Cartwright, former vice chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, who was at the session, said a funding review 
for U.S. forces in South Korea is called for. “It’s time, really, 
to make an adjustment on the [U.S.] posture,” he said. 
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24. Northrop Grumman To Roll Out Navy Drones, Despite Maryland Crash 
(NEXTGOV 12 JUN 12) ... Bob Brewin 

The crash this week of a Navy demonstrator version of 
the Global Hawk Unmanned Aircraft System on Maryland’s 
Eastern Shore occurred four days before Northrop Grumman 
is to roll out its first production version of the $174 million 
Navy drone and as the Federal Aviation Administration 

considers whether to allow widespread use of unmanned 
aircraft in the United States. 

The accident Monday marks the seventh known crash 
since 1999 of a Global Hawk, an aircraft originally developed 
for Air Force use. 
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Spokesman Warren Comer said Northrop Grumman still 
plans to roll out the first MQ-4C Broad Area Maritime 
Surveillance drones Thursday at an Air Force-owned 
manufacturing plant in Palmdale, Calif. He said the aircraft 
will be equipped with Navy-specific systems, including 
multifunction active sensors that can eyeball the maritime 
environment with a 360-degree field of view. 

The Navy acquired the demonstrator Global Hawk that 
crashed from the Air Force and did not include other systems 
incorporated into BAMS, such as a 360-degree electro-optical-
infrared sensor, advanced flight control computers and 
wideband satellite communications systems. 

Northrop Grumman won a $1.2 billion BAMS 
development and low-rate production contract in April 2008 
and the Pentagon estimated in December 2011 that the total 
cost of the program would be $12.2 billion -- or 70 aircraft for 
$174 million each. The Institute for Defense Analyses, in a 
May 2011 report, said three Air Force Global Hawks crashed 
between 1999 and 2001 and another went down in 2009. 

The Los Angeles Times stated that another Air Force 
Global Hawk crashed in Afghanistan in 2002. Aviation 
publication Flightglobal reported in February that the 
International Security Assistance Force in Afghanistan 
confirmed one of the two Global Hawks equipped with a 
battlefield communications relay system crashed in August 
2011 in Jalalabad. 

IDA reported “there have been intermittent concerns 
about Global Hawk’s reliability, starting from the early days 
of the program,” including failures in the communications 
system in the Block 10 version -- the type that crashed 
Monday -- and software problems that resulted in the crash of 
the Block 20 version in 2009. 

An Air Force accident investigation board reported in 
December 1999 that a Global Hawk operating over Naval Air 
Weapons Station China Lake in California crashed in March 
of that year when it picked up an erroneous signal from Nellis 
Air Force Base, Nev., 250 miles east of China Lake, to 
terminate its flight. “This caused Global Hawk to go into a 
termination maneuver involving a preprogrammed, rolling, 
vertical descent from an altitude of 41,000 feet,” the Air Force 
said. 

FAA kicked off a rule-making process in March to 
establish six test sites for UAS operation in the United States 
by this summer and to integrate drones into the National 
Airspace System by 2015. 

Pilots and airliner manufacturers told FAA they had 
serious concerns about the integrity of UAS data links and 
warned that unfettered use of drones across the United States 
could make operation of manned aircraft less safe. 

BAMS, unlike Air Force versions of the Global Hawk, is 
equipped with automatic dependent surveillance-broadcast 
hardware that ties in with FAA’s Next-Generation Air 
Transport System, making it easier for flight controllers to 
track. 

Both Northrop Grumman and the Navy have a lot at stake 
in BAMS’ success. The Defense Department plans to 
terminate the Air Force Global Hawk program, as it views 
manned U-2 surveillance aircraft more cost effective. 

The Naval Air Systems Command says it views BAMS as 
integral to its next-generation Maritime Patrol and 
Reconnaissance Force family of systems strategy, which 
includes a new manned P-8 patrol aircraft that Boeing Co. is 
developing based on the commercial 737 jet and the EP-X 
electronic warfare aircraft. 
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25. Navy, Air Force Expect More Collaboration In Medical Research 
(DAYTON DAILY NEWS 12 JUN 12) ... Barrie Barber 

WRIGHT-PATTERSON AIR FORCE BASE -- The Air 
Force and the Navy will likely collaborate more in medical 
research to cut costs and avoid duplication as defense budgets 
shrink, the new commanding officer of a Navy unit at Wright-
Patterson said. 

Navy Capt. C. Douglas Forcino said he believes it’s the 
“recipe for success” as the services work in tandem, as they 
have recently in trying to find answers to pilots reporting 
hypoxia-like incidents, or a lack of oxygen, in the Air Force’s 
F-22 Raptor fighter. 

The military services have not announced a cause for the 
incidents on the F-22, which the Navy also has experienced in 
the past in the F-18, officials have said. 

With a ceremonial ship’s bell ringing, salutes and a Sailor 
blowing a boatswain’s whistle amongst dress-white uniforms, 
Forcino took command Monday of the Naval Aerospace 
Medical Research Unit-Dayton at Wright-Patterson at a 

change of command ceremony inside the Air Force Institute of 
Technology. 

Forcino, 58, replaced Capt. Keith A. Syring, who oversaw 
the $50 million transfer of the research unit’s aerospace 
medical research equipment and mission two years ago to the 
Air Force base from Pensacola Naval Air Station in Florida. 
The Base Realignment and Closure law of 2005 ordered the 
move, although the Navy unit has had a toxicology lab on site 
since 1976. 

Even with budget cuts, the unit’s research spending has 
increased to $6.7 million from $4.3 million in 2011, said Rear 
Adm. Bruce A. Doll, senior health care executive and medical 
advisor to NATO’s Allied Command Transformation. 

“In the context of our nation’s fiscal constraints, this is no 
small accomplishment,” he said at the ceremony. 

The unit has about 80 military and civilian employees. 
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26. Guinta: Fire Damage To Sub 'Extreme,' But Repair Is Best Option 
(PORTSMOUTH (NH) HERALD 13 JUN 12) ... Deborah Mcdermott 

KITTERY, Maine — U.S. Rep. Frank Guinta, R-N.H., 
said Tuesday he intends to meet with the leaders of the Armed 
Services and Appropriations committees in the House to 

discuss how best to find the money to repair the fire-
devastated USS Miami. 

Guinta spoke briefly with reporters Tuesday after touring 
the submarine at the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard. The USS 
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Miami's forward compartment was significantly damaged by a 
fire that broke out on the evening of May 23. 

"It was absolutely shocking to see the damage and how 
extreme it was," he said. "When you take a look at it, it looks 
charcoaled. It's not quite like anything I've ever seen before." 

Guinta said, while the early $400 million estimate to 
repair the USS Miami may change depending on what 
investigators learn, he said he doesn't anticipate that the figure 
will fluctuate significantly. 

He said "everyone wants to see the ship repaired, and it 
makes good sense to repair rather than replace." 

Guinta, who is known as a fiscal conservative, agreed that 
$400 million is "a big number," but he said it's important to 
put it "in the context of what the cost would be to replace it. 
And it's absolutely critical to maintain the ship fleet we have." 

He said, when he returns to Washington, D.C., he intends 
to meet with House Armed Services Committee Chairman 

Howard McKeon and House Appropriations Committee 
Chairman Harold "Hal" Rogers. 

"I want to discuss what would be the best process to 
prepare for that repair," Guinta said. "It might not be new 
money; it could be existing money that's moved from 
somewhere else. We just have to see." 

No decision has been made by the Navy on whether to 
repair or replace the Miami. It was learned late last week that 
the fire started in an unplugged vacuum cleaner that had 
sucked up something hot, which subsequently sparked a fire. 

According to a Navy statement, the vacuum cleaner 
should have been emptied. Navy Public Affairs said shipyards 
"are directed to empty ... vacuum cleaners each shift, or 
remove them from the ship." 

An investigation into the fire and its cause should be 
completed in the next week or so, although Guinta said it may 
take several months before Navy officials decide whether to 
repair the submarine. 
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BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
27. Sailabration Bringing 40 Ships Up Bay 
(ANNAPOLIS CAPITAL GAZETTE 12 JUN 12) ... John Arenas 

The British are coming close to Annapolis by sea. 
Fortunately, this time they come in peace, and with a colorful 
accompaniment of sails and standards from around the world. 

The British hospital and training vessel RFA Argus will 
join more than 40 tall ships and naval vessels in a voyage up 
the Chesapeake Bay and into Baltimore on Wednesday in 
celebration of the bicentennial anniversary of the War of 1812. 

While the ships will not stop in Annapolis, they will pass 
through as they sail into Baltimore. The ships will be visible 
sailing up the bay throughout the day on Wednesday from 11 
a.m to 6 p.m. They can also be seen departing Baltimore on 
June 19 from 7 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

The fleet will moor at docks throughout Baltimore's 
harbor in the event, dubbed the Star-Spangled Sailabration, 
which begins Wednesday and runs until June 19. 

All of the ships will be open to the public for free tours. 
An airshow featuring the Navy's Blue Angels is planned for 
June 16 and 17. 

Boaters are encouraged to view the ships on the bay as 
they arrive and depart but should proceed with caution, said 
Petty Officer Jonathan Lindberg of the U.S. Coast Guard. 

"We're expecting a very increased recreational boating 
presence," Lindberg said. "We're asking boaters to remember 

to drive at safe speeds, be responsible, have life jackets on 
board, and not to boat while under the influence." 

Boaters must also remain at least 100 yards from all 
vessels and respect a 500 yard no wake zone for the duration 
of the event, Lindberg said. Boats should also stay clear of the 
main channel, which will be needed for the incoming ships. 

In Baltimore, the coast guard will restrict travel in certain 
zones of the Patapsco river as well as the northwest harbor and 
the inner harbor, Lindberg said. The rest of the bay will be 
open for travel. 

Regular commercial shipping traffic will continue as 
usual during the event. 

"Be aware there will be times throughout this week when 
there will be major congestion with other maritime traffic," 
said Lt. Art Windemuth of the National Resources Police, 
which will escort the ships into the harbor and provide 
security with the coast guard. 

Restrictions in Annapolis on boat travel and docking will 
remain the same, said dock assistant Kyle Snyder of the 
Annapolis Harbormaster. 

For naval enthusiasts unable to make it to Baltimore, the 
HMS Bounty will dock in Annapolis from June 14 to June 18 
at 1 Dock St. The ship, a replica of the original HMS Bounty, 
will be open for tours throughout the weekend. 
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28. USS Constitution Sailors Depart For Baltimore Navy Week 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 12 JUN 12) ... Sonar Technician 2nd Class Thomas Rooney, USS Constitution Public Affairs 

CHARLESTOWN, Mass. -- Sailors assigned to USS 
Constitution will participate in Baltimore Navy Week as part 
of the Bicentennial of the War of 1812 commemoration taking 
place there June 11-19. 

Constitution Sailors have multiple visits with local 
veterans planned, and will perform War of 1812-era gun drills 
and 17th century boarding pike drills daily in the vicinity of 
USS Constellation. 

"We are excited about continuing the 1812 Bicentennial 
in Baltimore," said Cmdr. Matthew Bonner, Constitution's 
72nd commanding officer. "It is a city with a rich history, 
especially during the War of 1812, and it has warmly 
welcomed us during previous Navy Weeks. We are looking 
forward to the opportunity to share the ship's rich history and 
its Sailors with the people of the city as well as the other ships 
that are supporting the event." 
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Sailors are scheduled to help those in need at Lock Raven 
Veterans Association Community Living Center and Hospice, 
the Ronald McDonald House of Baltimore, and serve food at 
Our Daily Bread soup kitchen. 

Additionally, they will visit the Hartford County Boy 
Scouts Camp to provide mentorship and share their 
professional experiences with youth there. 

"Navy weeks are an amazing opportunity to share the 
ships history and the mission of today's Navy with people 
from all over the country," said Boatswain's Mate 1st Class 
(SW) Christopher Haws. "I am truly honored to participate in 
Baltimore's celebration because the city, much like Boston, 
was an integral factor in establishing our Navy's foundation." 

This is the fifth of eight Navy Weeks Constitution Sailors 
are scheduled to participate in throughout 2012, celebrating 
the bicentennial of the War of 1812. Baltimore Navy Week 

will be held in conjunction with the city's Star-Spangled 
Sailbration, a festival that will host a series of tall ships and 
the Navy Blue Angels. 

The primary purpose of Navy Week is to increase Navy 
awareness by presenting the Navy to Americans who live in 
cities that normally do not have a significant naval presence. 
Baltimore Navy Week will showcase the mission, capabilities 
and achievements of the U.S. Navy and provide residents the 
opportunity to meet Sailors firsthand. 

Constitution is the world's oldest commissioned warship 
afloat and welcomes more than 500,000 visitors per year. She 
defended the sea lanes against threat from 1797 to 1855, much 
like the mission of today's Navy. America's Navy: Keeping the 
sea free for more than 200 years. 

Constitution's mission today is to offer community 
outreach and education about the ship's history. 
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29. Navy's Environment And Energy Programs Sail To Inner Harbor For Baltimore Navy Week 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 12 JUN 12) ... Chief of Naval Operations Energy and Environmental Readiness Division 

BALTIMORE -- The Navy's energy and environmental 
programs will be on display during Baltimore's Star-Spangled 
Sailabration and Navy Week activities from June 14-17. 

The event is one of a series of activities planned to 
commemorate the War of 1812 bicentennial. 

The Chief of Naval Operations Energy and 
Environmental Readiness Division (N45) will have an exhibit 
aboard USS San Antonio (LPD 17) in the Baltimore Inner 
Harbor June 14-15 and at Fort McHenry during the air show 
June 16-17. 

Visitors to the N45 exhibits can learn about Navy 
initiatives such as marine mammal protection, waste 
management at sea, and energy conservation. The exhibit 
aboard San Antonio will highlight specific environmental 
systems on Navy ships, including a plastic waste processor 
disk. 

Information on how the Navy manages waste at sea and 
on base, along with free copies of Currents, the Navy's energy 
and environmental magazine; posters; worksheets for kids, 
and other free educational materials will be available to the 
public. The Navy's environmental quality mascot, EQ Pelican, 
will provide free photo opportunities for families during the 
weekend events. 

"The War of 1812 was the conflict in which the U.S. 
Navy came of age, serving notice to the world that it was a 
force to be reckoned with. In the two centuries since, the U.S. 
Navy has become the world's preeminent naval power, not 
only in combat capability, but also in commitment to protect 
the natural environment," said John Quinn, N45's acting 
director. "Baltimore Navy Week is a wonderful opportunity 
for Baltimore visitors to learn about our nation's naval heritage 
and to discover the many things their Navy does every day to 
protect and preserve the environment for future generations." 
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30. Residents Voice Opinion On Navy Training At Meeting 
(JACKSONVILLE (NC) DAILY NEWS 12 JUN 12) ... Jannette Pippin 

SWANSBORO — Ken Cobb of Jacksonville looks at the 
Navy’s proposed action for at-sea training off the Atlantic 
Coast and Gulf of Mexico from two perspectives. 

As a retired Marine he understands the importance of 
training for the military. He also loves to fish and believes that 
training can be balanced with protections for the environment. 

“You’ve got to have the training to get yourself ready, it 
has to be done,” he said. “But when the day’s over, I’m a guy 
who likes to go out on Onslow Bay and do some fishing.” 

An interest in both brought him out to a public meeting 
held by the Navy Tuesday evening in Swansboro. 

The North Carolina stop was the last in a series of open 
house meetings providing information on the draft 
environmental impact statement completed for activities in the 
Atlantic Fleet Training and Testing Study Area. 

The Atlantic Fleet Training and Testing region covers 
approximately 2.6 million square nautical miles and 
encompasses the at-sea portion of Navy range complexes and 
research, development, testing and evaluation ranges along the 
Atlantic and Gulf coasts of the United States. 

Under the proposed action, the Navy is looking at 
increasing training levels within the study area. 

Jene Nissen, Atlantic Fleet Training and Testing EIS 
project manager, said the same types of training will continue 
in the same general areas, but they would have the capacity for 
a higher level of training while training events are underway. 

Alternative 2 in the draft EIS, which is the proposed 
action, would approximately double the training capacity in 
the AFTT region. That doesn’t necessarily mean training 
levels will automatically double but the Navy wants to be sure 
it has the ability to do the training it needs. 

“One of our goals is to be sure our Sailors have the 
training they need to execute their mission so they can do so 
successfully and come home safe,” he said. 

The training activities include the use of active sonar and 
explosives. 

Protecting marine life during the course of the training 
has been a concern raised during the EIS process. 

Marine resources specialists on hand said the impact on 
the majority of marine species is considered to be short-lived 
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behavorial impact, such as animals leaving an area and 
returning after training is over. 

Sarah Bellau said to mitigate impacts the Navy uses 
trained personnel aboard ships and on aircraft to spot and alert 
leaders when protected marine life is in the training area. 

“Most of the mitigation we do involves marine species 
awareness training,” she said. 

Standard procedure is to shutdown activities for about 30 
minutes to allow the animal time to leave the area. In the case 
of sonar, it is powered down if the animal is within 1,000 
yards or shut down if it is within 200 yards. 
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31. Teen Summer Camp Program Promotes Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 12 JUN 12) ... Jacqui L. Barker, Naval Surface Warfare Center Panama City Division Public Affairs 

PANAMA CITY, Fla. -- Morale, Welfare and Recreation 
(MWR) at Panama City, Fla., and Naval Surface Warfare 
Center Panama City Division (NSWC PCD) are partnering to 
promote Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics 
(STEM) during MWR's first teen science camp, June 11-15. 

MWR's Teen and Youth Sports Coordinator Justin 
Buschman said this is the first year the teen camp is 
incorporating a science week, onboard the Naval Support 
Activity-Panama City (NSA-PC). 

The camp is for children of active duty military and 
Department of Defense employees. 

"It's a new way to give the teens a new perspective on 
how to apply science," Buschman said. "Brandon Brown 
approached us last year, and he'll be handling all the 
experiments in the lab. 

Overall, NSA-PC MWR Youth Director Heather Steinzor 
said the science week is meant to raise awareness of STEM-
related topics. 

"The science week was created around the STEM-related 
topics to broaden the teen's knowledge in the area of science, 
technology, engineering, and math," Steinzor said. "Navy 
Child and Youth Programs are always looking for ways to 
incorporate different learning experiences for the children. We 
have so many resources onboard NSA-PC and this summer 
Justin Buschman, our teen and sports coordinator, wanted to 
incorporate the STEM program. He thought this would be a 
great opportunity to utilize NSWC PCD's resources and teach 
the teens something new." 

Brown, a NSWC PCD employee and Diversity Council 
member, will provide science, technology, engineering, and 

mathematics outreach topics to the teens during four of the 
five days of the summer camp and each for three hours per 
day. He said STEM outreach support with the MWR summer 
camp began from NSWC PCD and the Diversity Council's 
interest in ways to improve STEM outreach. 

"The Diversity Council was looking into ways to improve 
STEM out reach. I was aware that we had summer camps here 
on base already, and that each week had a different theme," 
Brown said. "I contacted Justin [Buschman], and he was 
overjoyed with the idea. So it kind of just took off from there." 

Brown, and two other NSWC PCD employees Daniel 
Flisek and Jody Kalata-Olson, will manage the camp 
experiments. The summer campers will conduct various types 
of experiments in the NSWC PCD labs that correspond with 
each day's theme. Science camp topics include: physical 
science; life science; physics and chemistry. Flisek will lead 
the chemistry and physics day experiments and Kalata-Olson 
will lead the physical science discussions. The teens will visit 
Wonder Works for a day of fun, June 15. Brown hopes to 
spark new interests this summer. 

"I hope to really spark interest in the field of science, and 
hopefully inspire the kids to possibly pursue a job at NSWC in 
the future," Brown said. "I am not quite handling all the 
experiments. I got the ball rolling, but Dan and Jody are the 
real hard workers! Without them this wouldn't be possible." 

Brown has also provided STEM outreach support at Gulf 
Coast State College and Florida State University STEM 
Institutes for the past years. 
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32. Navy T-34C's Landing At Brooksville High School Makes JROTC Proud 
(TAMPA BAY TIMES 13 JUN 12) ... Paulette Lash Ritchie 

BROOKSVILLE — The T-34C circled over Central High 
School on a recent day, to the delight of the Navy Junior 
ROTC cadets gathered below. Now, the aircraft is on display 
— permanently — in front of the school, honoring the 
memory of one of the program's founding instructors. 

The story began about eight years ago, four years after Lt. 
Col. Michael Ralph and Chief Wendell W. Dey established the 
school's award-winning ROTC program. 

Ralph contacted National Naval Aviation in Pensacola, 
asking what the school needed to do to get an airplane. The 
school was added to the waiting list. 

The majority of decommissioned aircraft, Ralph 
explained, go to museums or bases. "So we were not a high 
priority as a high school," he said. 

The school's ROTC program was a rising star, though, so 
they hoped. 

"Finally, this year, they offered us an F-14, an actual 
Navy warplane," Ralph said. 

Unfortunately it had already been decommissioned, and 
the only way to get it to Central High was to ship it. But with a 
$60,000 price tag, that was not feasible. 

Then Pensacola called back. The flight school was 
updating its training models and asked if Central would like a 
T-34C, an aircraft that has been used by the Navy, Marine 
Corps and Coast Guard for training since the late 1970s. 

Of course it did. 
The airplane was flown to the Hernando County Airport, 

then decommissioned. Before landing, the airplane visited the 
school to give the cadets a look at it airborne. 

The National Guard aviation unit at the airport allowed 
the airplane to stay in its care while the school prepared a 
proper place for it. A pad was built with donated materials and 
labor, accomplished through the organizational efforts of 
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project manager Tim Carmichael of Associated Construction 
Products in Lutz. 

Carmichael's interest in the ROTC program stemmed 
from having a son who graduated from Central and is now a 
Marine, two sons currently in the ROTC program and a 
daughter headed in that direction. 

"And he was a Marine himself," Ralph said. 
Carmichael spearheaded the construction of the pad and 

surrounding area, neatly finished with pavers and sod. 
"It's been a real community effort," Ralph said. "And Mr. 

Carmichael was the lead. It was good." 
Ralph hopes the community enjoys having the aircraft, 

too. It is plainly visible from Ken Austin Parkway, the road 
that runs in front of the school. 

Cadet Capt. Kenneth Brown, 16, the ROTC unit's 
commanding officer, and second-in-command Hannah 
Edmisten, 17, both are pleased to have the airplane. 

"It was really lucky that we got it," Brown said, 
explaining what "decommissioned" means. 

"Things were removed, parts of the engine," he said. 
"They sealed all the doors. They sealed all the windows." 

He said the students will care for the aircraft. 
"We make sure it stays clean," he said, including the area 

around it. 

The ROTC is required to take a photo of the plane each 
year to send to Pensacola, Master Chief Bruce Kennedy said. 

"It's on loan on permanent display," he explained. 
Edmisten echoed her classmates' enthusiasm. 
"It's very exciting. It's such an honor to have a piece that 

was in the Navy to be here with us," she said. 
Edmisten and Brown were both pleased that the airplane 

arrived before the current senior class graduated. 
Those students were at the school when Dey was still with 

them. 
Dey died in April 2010. 
The T-34C was dedicated to the beloved instructor on 

June 1, and cadets from years past came back for the 
ceremony, Edmisten said. 

"We had probably 400 or 500 cadets and their families 
here," Ralph said. "It was a real heart-warming event to have 
them all come here." 

There is a plaque at the display in Dey's honor. 
It reads: 
In loving memory of Chief Wendell W. Dey, USN (Ret.) 
Beloved teacher, mentor, counselor, and coach 
April 3, 1957 — April 14, 2010. 
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33. U.S. To Beef Up Marine Presence On Okinawa Before Drawdown 
(STARS AND STRIPES 12 JUN 12) ... Travis J. Tritten 

CAMP FOSTER, Okinawa — The United States plans to 
add thousands of Marines to bases on Okinawa, swelling the 
ranks here to levels not seen since the end of the Cold War, 
even as Washington works with Japan on a new agreement to 
reduce the controversial American military presence on the 
island, the Department of Defense has confirmed. 

Existing units will be filled to maximum potential and a 
unit deployment program will rotate in troops to boost the 
number of Marines on Okinawa from an average of 15,700 
since the late 1990s to around 19,000 in advance of any 
eventual drawdown on the island, according to a senior DOD 
official who works closely on the issue and was authorized to 
speak on background. 

Yet that number would be nearly double the size of the 
force of 10,000 Marines that U.S. and Japanese negotiators 
agreed to in April, after years of stalled efforts to reduce the 
American footprint on Okinawa. No timetable for reaching 
that reduced end-state number was specified in the agreement. 

“Yes, in the near-term there will be an increase in the 
actual number of Marines on the island,” the DOD official 
said in an interview with Stars and Stripes. “The authorized 
strengths of those units [on Okinawa] are between 19,000 and 
20,000 today… As the Marines come back from Afghanistan, 
we expect the number of Marines on Okinawa at any one time 
will be close to that number.” 

Filling out the forces on the island is a natural progression 
as combat operations end and troops begin returning to units 
that may have been depleted of personnel for the past decade, 
the official said. 

Newly available Marines who are returning from 
Afghanistan as well as rotational deployments will be a key to 
adding the thousands of troops. 

Additionally, about 800 Marines from Hawaii are 
expected to begin rotations to Okinawa this summer as the 
Marine Corps unit deployment program ramps up again after 
being dormant for the past decade, according to Capt. Gregory 
Wolf, a Marine Corps spokesman. The number of Marines 
who take part in the future still depends upon operations 
winding down in Afghanistan, Wolf wrote in an email to Stars 
and Stripes. 

News of the planned increase in Marines on Okinawa has 
apparently not been shared with Okinawa officials. 

“If the U.S. military is planning to increase the number of 
Marines on Okinawa to the fullest of the authorized number, it 
owes Okinawa a clear and proper explanation,” said Susumu 
Matayoshi, director-general of the executive office of the 
Okinawa governor. “It is unacceptable if the increase is 
decided behind our back.” 

Matayoshi added that Okinawa residents and officials 
have long held serious reservations about the size of Marine 
force stationed here because it shifts without any local input or 
explanation from the United States. 

This year’s agreement to eventually reduce the number of 
Marines on the island was the latest attempt by the U.S. and 
Japanese governments to appease the Okinawans, who have 
protested for generations over the large number of U.S. bases 
here as well as aircraft noise and the occasional crimes 
committed by military personnel. 

However, until the realignment is accomplished, the 
Marine presence on Okinawa will be pumped up as part of a 
massive American military pivot into the Pacific region. 

Since late last year, the military has begun pursuing new 
deployments and bases in Australia, Singapore and Guam to 
shore up security in a key trading zone and provide a 
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counterweight to the rise of China following a decade of wars. 
Now, Okinawa is also set to see a surge in troop levels as well. 

Last year, there were 15,365 Marines deployed to the 
island – the highest number by far since 2004, according to the 
most recent annual U.S. force numbers reported to the 
Okinawa prefectural government. 

The Defense Department now wants to fill out the force to 
meet the maximum authorized number of Marines, which is a 
force size decided by military planners, who weigh unit and 
security needs. The authorized size of the force has also been 
included in the U.S. security pact with Japan and in the 
negotiations on the Marine realignment. 

The last time the island hosted the planned 19,000 to 
20,000 Marines was in 1989, at the close of the Cold War, and 
forces have steadily shrunk over the past two decades. The 
number of Marines fell to about 15,000 by the end of the 
1990s and then as low as 12,400 during the height of the wars 
in Iraq and Afghanistan, the annual force numbers show. 

Jeff Kingston, director of Asian Studies at Temple 
University Japan, said the DOD plans to increase force 
strength before the drawdown do not appear to be in line with 
the stated U.S. and Japanese efforts to move troops and bases 
off Okinawa. 

“The question is, ‘Why do [the Marines] need to be 
redeployed to Okinawa given plans to more or less redistribute 
Marines to Guam?’ ” Kingston said. 

Bruce Klingner, a senior Northeast Asia research fellow 
for the Heritage Foundation, said it is not surprising that units 
would be regaining strength on Okinawa following the wars. 

The island remains a critical stage for U.S. forces in the 
Pacific and Marine forces are typically very fluid around the 
world compared to other military branches, Klingner said. 

He said the public should not focus on the “wrong 
numbers” – the actual count of Marines in recent years -- but 
instead on the total potential of troops on the island when 
judging the realignment plans. 

“There will be those in Okinawa who will be looking for 
a conspiracy,” he said. “The reality is you move Marines in 
units.” 

No deadline has yet been set for the relocation of the 
Marines off the island, and key components are still unplanned 
or undecided. 

Many of the Marines are expected to be moved to Guam, 
but the U.S. has not completed required environmental studies 
or decided what facilities might be needed, a process that is 
expected to take at least two years. It could potentially take 
even longer to build the facilities needed to host the Marines. 

The DOD also has yet to decide what will be done with 
another 4,000 Marines who are supposed to be redeployed off 
of Okinawa, despite media reports that they may be moved to 
Hawaii or rotated through Australia, the official told Stars and 
Stripes. 
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34. U.S. Senator Negative About Guam Funding Compromise With House 
(KYODO NEWS 12 JUN 12) 

WASHINGTON -- Carl Levin, an influential senator on 
U.S. defense policy, indicated Tuesday that the Senate will not 
make an easy concession in reversing its decision to freeze 
funding for the planned partial transfer of U.S. Marines 
stationed in Japan's Okinawa Prefecture to Guam. 

Speaking to reporters in Washington, Levin, chairman of 
the Senate Arms Services Committee, said the Senate is "open 
to discussion and argument" with the House of 
Representatives over the $26 million requested for the Marine 
transfer to Guam, but added that the Senate will not approve 
the funding until it assesses a report on the deployment of U.S. 
forces in the Asia-Pacific region by an independent entity. 

"We do not have that report which we're waiting for, and 
it's a report which we believe very strongly we should get as to 
what the future requirement is in that area," Levin said. 

"Until we get that report, our feeling is we should not be 
committing large sums of money to improvements in Guam," 
he added. 

In May, the Senate has effectively rejected the funding for 
the planned partial transfer of Okinawa Marines to Guam, 
with both the Senate Arms Services Committee and the Senate 
Appropriations Committee nixing the outlays in their 
deliberations of the respective defense budget bills for a year 
from October 2012. 

By contrast, the House has already approved the $26 
million spending in a planetary session in the same month. 

Levin, who is critical of the current plan to relocate the 
U.S. Marine Corps' Futenma Air Station within Okinawa 
Prefecture, said, "We are on a totally unsustainable approach 
relative to certain changes in Okinawa." 
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NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
35. Pentagon Playing Catch-Up With Mobile Technology 
(NATIONAL DEFENSE 12 JUN 12) ... Sandra Erwin 

While the civilian world continues to debate the 
superiority of iPhone vs. Android vs. BlackBerry and ponders 
whether to ditch the laptop in favor of the iPad, stumped 
policy makers in federal agencies have yet to decide how best 
to acquire, employ and protect mobile devices. 

The largest federal bureaucracy, the Defense Department, 
has dabbled in commercial mobile communications for many 
years, but has found the consumer market unfriendly to the 
Pentagon way of doing business. Government procurement 

culture, officials have recognized, is diametrically 
incompatible with the fast-moving consumer electronics 
industry. Another stumbling block to military technology 
buyers is that most commercial devices aren’t rugged enough 
for combat and are useless in undeveloped areas where U.S. 
forces tend to deploy. The requirement for secrecy also has 
been a hurdle to the widespread use of mobile devices, as the 
government fears that commercial systems are too vulnerable 
to intrusions, data theft and other cybercrimes. 
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The U.S. Army jumped into the mobile technology fray in 
2010 with great fanfare when it started “iPhones for soldiers,” 
“Apps for the Army” and other initiatives that were aimed at 
burnishing its image as a tech-savvy organization. The Navy 
supplies smartphones to Sailors and Marines aboard aircraft 
carriers to help them navigate their way around the ship, and 
to locate and track other crew members. 

But these and several other programs across the Defense 
Department have not moved past the pilot stage. The 
government has struggled with how to “institutionalize” 
mobile technology. 

With this in mind, Pentagon buyers and policy makers 
will begin a six-month study that could result in guidelines for 
purchasing and employing mobile devices. 

The study, under the auspices of the Defense 
Department’s chief information officer and the office of the 
undersecretary of defense for acquisition, technology and 
logistics, is scheduled to be launched in July. A group of 
industry representatives will be helping the CIO collect and 
analyze data on mobile device development and distribution, 
according to the “terms of reference” of the study. 

Gary L. Winkler, subcommittee chair of the National 
Defense Industrial Association C4ISR Division, is leading the 
study. He said the results, conclusions and recommendations 
will be submitted to Defense Department officials, who will 
then seek to formulate guidelines for how to bring advanced 
mobile technology into government operations. 

The study’s terms of reference acknowledge that the 
mobile-tech train long ago left the station and that Pentagon 
policy makers have much catching up to do. “The cumulative 

average growth rate of smartphones and tablets has been 57 
percent from 2009 to 2012, whereas the growth rate for 
desktops and notebook computers has been only 10 percent 
over the same period.” A mobile data explosion is 
significantly outpacing overall IP traffic growth, the TOR 
document said. “DoD organizations must recognize the impact 
that mobile devices and applications have on their missions, 
and quickly move to take advantage of the technology while 
mitigating the risks this new era introduces… Mobile 
technologies have the potential to significantly improve 
command, control, communications and intelligence for the 
DoD and intelligence agencies by extending the power and 
reach of computer-based capabilities.” 

The timeline for the Pentagon’s study parallels the recent 
White House release of a “Digital Government Strategy” to 
federal agencies. 

The document noted that the federal government 
increasingly is expected to “be ready to deliver and receive 
digital information and services anytime, anywhere and on any 
device.” This is easier said than done however, as the 
government is subject to constant cyber attacks and faces a 
shrinking budget to buy new technology, the White House 
guidance said. 

The document includes an “action plan” that calls for 
every federal agency to produce within the next six months a 
wide-ranging inventory of mobile devices and wireless service 
contracts. It also requires that agencies evaluate, over the next 
12 months, their contracting practices and mobile-related 
procurements. 
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36. Poll: Americans Uneasy With Some Uses For Drones 
Plans spark privacy and safety concerns 
(USA TODAY 13 JUN 12) ... Bart Jansen 

Americans support using unmanned aircraft for patrolling 
borders and tracking down criminals, but not handing out 
speeding tickets, a poll out Tuesday finds. 

The poll by the Monmouth University Polling Institute 
comes in anticipation of drones becoming much more 
common in the skies. 

Congress ordered the Federal Aviation Administration to 
create a plan for drones to fly in general airspace by 
September 2015, and states are competing to become one of 
six locations to help develop that plan. 

The poll also arrives as the public becomes more aware of 
privacy concerns and dangers of drones. A Navy drone 
crashed Monday in Maryland during a test flight. The poll was 
conducted before the crash and didn't ask about safety 
concerns. 

The poll of 1,708 people June 4-6, which has a margin of 
error of +/-2.4 percentage points, found: 

Four out of five support using drones for search-and-
rescue missions. 

About two-thirds of respondents support using drones to 
track down criminals and patrol the border for illegal 
immigration. 

Fewer than one in four, however, support using drones to 
issue speeding tickets. 

In addition, four out of five voiced at least some concerns 
about their privacy if law enforcement officers used drones 
with high-tech cameras. 

"Americans clearly support using drone technology in 
special circumstances, but they are a bit leery of more routine 
use by local law enforcement agencies," poll director Patrick 
Murray said. 

Ben Gielow, general counsel of the industry group 
Association for Unmanned Vehicle Systems International, said 
the poll shows that people understand the benefits of using 
drones in dangerous situations such as searches, fires and 
disasters. "Unmanned aircraft help save time, save money and, 
most importantly, save lives." 

Drones come in many sizes, weighing from a few ounces 
to thousands of pounds. Military versions -- the Global Hawk 
for surveillance and the Predator with weapons -- fly routinely 
in Afghanistan and elsewhere overseas. 

Local police and firefighters are eager to use small drones 
to scout fires, survey accident scenes or track down missing 
persons at a fraction of the cost of a manned helicopter. The 
Department of Homeland Security has a few drones to patrol 
the borders. 
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37. Survey: U.S. Drone Program Unpopular Overseas 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 12 JUN 12) ... Kimberly Dozier 

WASHINGTON -- The Obama administration's 
increasing use of unmanned drone strikes to kill terror 
suspects is widely opposed around the world, according to a 
Pew Research Center survey on the U.S. image abroad. 

In 17 out of 21 countries surveyed, more than half of the 
people disapproved of U.S. drone attacks targeting extremist 
leaders and groups in nations such as Pakistan, Yemen and 
Somalia, Pew said Wednesday. 

But in the United States, a majority, or 62 percent, 
approved the drone campaign, making American public 
opinion the clear exception. 

"There remains a widespread perception that the U.S. acts 
unilaterally and does not consider the interests of other 
countries," the study authors said, especially in predominantly 
Muslim nations, where American anti-terrorism efforts are 
"still widely unpopular." 

The White House declined to comment on the report. The 
Obama administration considers drone strikes one of its most 
effective tools to combat al-Qaida — preferable to 
conventional war because the strikes produce fewer American 
casualties and are intended to be more palatable abroad 
because the use of drones keeps U.S. troops on the ground to a 
minimum. 

"In order to prevent terrorist attacks on the United States 
and to save American lives, the United States government 
conducts targeted strikes against specific al-Qaida terrorists, 
sometimes using remotely piloted aircraft, often referred to 
publicly as drones," White House counterterrorism chief John 
Brennan said in April in a detailed and wide-ranging defense 
of the policy. He said targets are chosen by weighing whether 
there is a way to capture the person against how much of a 
threat the person presents to Americans. 

The global drone campaign under President Barack 
Obama has killed a number of high-value leaders, arguably 
more than any other method including more than a decade of 
special operations raids inside Afghanistan. A strike in 
Pakistan this month killed al-Qaida's most recent second in 
command, Abu Yahya al-Libi. 

As conventional U.S. forces draw down from their 
missions overseas and drone strikes ramp up, the ire directed 
at invading armies is being transferred to the unmanned aerial 
devices. 

"We continue to see the public thinking Obama has not 
fulfilled his promise that he would seek international approval 

for military force, and that's related to displeasure with the 
drone strikes," Pew Research Center President Andrew Kohut 
said Tuesday in advance of the release of the survey, titled 
"Global Opinion of Obama Slips, International Policies 
Faulted." 

This is the first year Pew has included a question about 
the use of drones in its survey on the Obama administration, 
Kohut said. "It's now a global issue," he said. 

The polls were nationally representative surveys 
conducted by telephone or in-person interviews in 21 
countries in March and April. 

In Pakistan, CIA drone strikes targeted terrorist suspects 
for years, with the Pakistani government publicly condemning 
them but privately continuing to work with U.S. intelligence 
on joint counterterrorist operations. That changed after the 
U.S. Navy SEAL raid that killed Osama bin Laden inside 
Pakistan last year — carried out without Pakistani permission 
or knowledge. Pakistan considered that a violation of 
sovereignty and has demanded the U.S. either end the drone 
program or give Pakistan control of the aircraft, something 
U.S. officials say they will not do. 

After a lull in strikes as the U.S. and Pakistan tried to 
mend fences, strikes have picked up again in recent weeks 
because U.S. officials believe they have nothing to gain 
diplomatically with the Pakistanis by holding back, according 
to two U.S. officials who spoke on condition of anonymity to 
describe highly charged strategic negotiations. 

In Yemen, both military and CIA drones have stepped up 
the campaign against al-Qaida's branch there, considered the 
most deadly threat to U.S. interests. Those strikes are carried 
out in coordination with Yemeni officials, with Yemenis 
signing off on the targets, Yemeni and U.S. officials say. 

In Somalia, drones are used less frequently. With no 
formal government in the war-torn, failed state, there is no one 
for the U.S. to ask permission, but officials have been careful 
to keep both CIA and military strikes focused on suspects 
considered to be high-value targets, rather than targeting large 
training camps where dozens of would-be militants are 
learning their trade. 

The idea is to remove the leaders rather than killing large 
numbers of trainees and pulling their extended families into 
battle of revenge against the Americans. 
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38. USS Oklahoma Family Reunion Aboard Midway Museum 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 12 JUN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Trevor Welsh, Navy Public Affairs Support 
Element West 

SAN DIEGO -- The "USS Oklahoma Family" and friends 
visited the USS Midway Museum during a four-day reunion 
commemorating the attack on Pearl Harbor Dec. 7, 1941. 

Four survivors from the "family" who were stationed 
aboard the battleship USS Oklahoma (BB 37) during the 
attack were honored with the presentation of the national 
ensign and Navy flag, the singing of the "Star Spangled 
Banner," and given a special tour of the ship. 

"When we have visitors like our World War II veterans 
come to visit, they are the stars of the show," said Mac 

McLaughlin, retired rear admiral, and president and CEO of 
the USS Midway Museum. "The public loves to talk to them 
and hear what they have to say, and we treat them like 
Hollywood celebrities." 

The purpose of the USS Oklahoma Family is to honor all 
of the Oklahoma crew members who were lost on that fateful 
day, those who survived and to keep the crew, family, and 
friends connected in such a way to honor all our heroes from 
the era known as "the greatest generation." 
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"It's a close group," said Ed Vezey, Pearl Harbor survivor 
and former Oklahoma Sailor. "We didn't know each other 
before, but we have been meeting for years now and have 
become a pretty unified group. The family not only consists of 
the survivors, but close family and people who were affiliated 
through family, or just people who loved the Oklahoma." 

When Pearl Harbor was attacked by Japanese forces Dec. 
7, 1941, Oklahoma was hit on its port side by five torpedoes 
before capsizing. Four hundred and twenty-nine Sailors and 
Marines on board Oklahoma lost their lives in the bombing, 

making that battleship the second largest loss of life out of all 
the ships that were attacked at Pearl Harbor, the first being the 
battleship USS Arizona (BB 39). 

"Paul [Goodyear] and I worked on the committee to 
design and get all the work done building a memorial at [Pearl 
Harbor] for the Oklahoma and the 429 dead," said Vezey. 

"She was a happy ship; a good ship," said Vezey. "It's 
almost impossible to explain to a non-Sailor the bond there is 
with the ship and its people. It's a bond that has grown even 
stronger over the years because of that unifying day." 
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39. USS Texas' Battle Against Rust May Prove Too Costly 
(HOUSTON CHRONICLE 12 JUN 12) ... Allan Turner 

As tourists blithely strolled the decks of the USS Texas on 
Tuesday, workers struggled below decks - without air 
conditioning - to control a leak that was pouring nearly 1,000 
gallons of seawater into the historic battleship every minute. 

As the leak entered its fourth day, ship manager Andy 
Smith expressed optimism that Tuesday's effort would 
complete siphoning a film of oily water from the ship's bilge. 
By midday, more than 6,500 gallons of the oily soup, the 
result of seawater flooding internal oil tanks, had been 
removed. Smith said the leak may be repaired Wednesday. 

Advocates for preservation of the vessel, which served in 
both world wars and marked its 100th anniversary last month, 
say the latest leak underscores the severity of salt water-
inflicted damage the ship has sustained. In 2007, voters 
approved a $25 million bond issue to address the ship's 
problems. State officials, however, have determined that sum 
will be insufficient to repair the ship and display it in a dry 
berth as planned. 

Complicating the picture is a state Legislative Budget 
Board decision barring the money's use for any purpose other 
than dry-berthing. Battleship Texas project manager Neil 
Thomas said partners in the project, including the Texas Parks 
and Wildlife Department, the Battleship Texas Foundation and 
the Naval Sea Systems Command, are deliberating their next 
move. 

Foundation executive director Bruce Bramlett said he 
believes the ship is in such perilous condition that it cannot 
safely be moved or removed from the water without on-site 
repairs. Over the long term, he said, leaving the vessel in the 
water is a "death sentence." 

"You have to repair it and dry berth it or you're just 
kicking the can down the road. We want to see the Texas 
preserved for generations to come," he said. Bramlett's group 
has donated $3 million to the battleship project. 

$23 Million Remains 
Thomas, a Texas Parks and Wildlife Department 

employee, said that approximately $23 million remains from 

the bond issue. Repairing the ship and placing it in an on-land 
display would cost approximately $50 million. Without 
Legislative Budget Board approval of alternate repair plans, he 
said, the use of bond issue money is limited to a dry berthing 
project. 

In 1988, the badly rusted ship was towed to a Galveston 
facility for repair. It was returned to its mooring at the San 
Jacinto Battlefield Historic Site two years later. 

In the most recent leak, which Smith described as the 
worst in five years, workers noticed the Texas listing and 
sitting low in the water during a routine Saturday morning 
inspection. Upon investigating, workers found water pouring 
into the ship's bilge beneath the engine room. 

Pumping immediately was started; by Tuesday as much as 
850 gallons a minute were being siphoned from the hull. 
Smith said a fist-size hole or possibly several smaller holes, 
likely the result of rusting, probably caused the leak. 

"Every ship has leaks," he said, "but in magnitude, this is 
hundreds of times worse." 

On Tuesday, the frenzied, below-deck work of staff and 
volunteers was all but invisible to tour groups prowling the 
vessel's upper levels. Only thick, flexible tubing linking the 
ship's bilge to waiting pollution control tanker trucks indicated 
anything was amiss. Smith said parks officials decided to 
close only the ship's third level and engine room - one of 
visitors' favorite destinations - as the pumping continued. 

Ship Settling Aft 
Smith said water filling the ship Saturday caused its aft 

deck to drop about two feet, with the vessel's stern coming 
within inches of the berth's bottom. Under normal 
circumstances, he said, the middle of the Texas rests on the 
bottom, with its bow and stern afloat. 

The battleship saw service in both world wars and was 
present for landings at Omaha Beach, Iwo Jima and Okinawa. 

The Navy gave the ship to the state of Texas in 1946. It 
opened to the public two years later as the nation's first 
battleship memorial. 
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OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
40. Why The U.N. Shouldn't Own The Seas 
The Law of the Sea Treaty is as harmful today as it was when Reagan and Thatcher first opposed it in 1982. 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 13 JUN 12) ... Donald Rumsfeld 

Thirty years ago, President Ronald Reagan asked me to 
meet with world leaders to represent the United States in 

opposition to the United Nations Law of the Sea Treaty. Our 
efforts soon found a persuasive supporter in British Prime 
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Minister Margaret Thatcher. Today, as the U.S. Senate again 
considers approving this flawed agreement, the Reagan-
Thatcher reasons for opposition remain every bit as 
persuasive. 

When I met with Mrs. Thatcher in 1982, her conclusion 
on the treaty was unforgettable: "What this treaty proposes is 
nothing less than the international nationalization of roughly 
two-thirds of the Earth's surface." Then, referring to her battles 
dismantling Britain's state-owned mining and utility 
companies, she added, "And you know how I feel about 
nationalization. Tell Ronnie I'm with him." 

Reagan had entered office the year before with the treaty 
presented to him as a done deal requiring only his signature 
and Senate ratification. Then as now, most of the world's 
nations had already approved it. The Nixon, Ford and Carter 
administrations had all gone along. American diplomats 
generally supported the treaty and were shocked when Reagan 
changed America's policy. Puzzled by their reaction, the 
president was said to have responded, "But isn't that what the 
election was all about?" 

Yet, as the Gipper might have said, here we go again: An 
impressive coalition—including every living former secretary 
of State—has endorsed the Obama administration's goal of 
ratifying the treaty. The U.S. Navy wants to "lock in" existing 
and widely accepted rules of high-seas navigation. Business 
groups say the treaty could help them by creating somewhat 
more certainty. 

Can so many people, organizations and countries be 
mistaken? Yes. Various proponents have valid considerations, 
but none has made a compelling case that the treaty would, on 
balance, benefit America as a whole. 

Though a 1994 agreement (signed by some but not all 
parties to the treaty) fixed some of its original flaws, the treaty 
remains a sweeping power grab that could prove to be the 
largest mechanism for the world-wide redistribution of wealth 
in human history. 

The treaty proposes to create a new global governance 
institution that would regulate American citizens and 
businesses without being accountable politically to the 
American people. Some treaty proponents pay little attention 
to constitutional concerns about democratic legislative 
processes and principles of self-government, but I believe the 
American people take seriously such threats to the foundations 
of our nation. 

The treaty creates a United Nations-style body called the 
"International Seabed Authority." "The Authority," as U.N. 
bureaucrats call it in Orwellian shorthand, would be involved 
in all commercial activity in international waters, such as 
mining and oil and gas production. Pursuant to the treaty's 
Article 82, the U.S. would be required to transfer to this entity 
a significant share of all royalties generated by U.S. 
companies—royalties that would otherwise go to the U.S. 
Treasury. 

Over time, hundreds of billions of dollars could flow 
through the Authority with little oversight. The U.S. would not 
control how those revenues are spent: The treaty empowers 
the Authority to redistribute these so-called international 
royalties to developing and landlocked nations with no role in 
exploring or extracting those resources. 

This would constitute massive global welfare, courtesy of 
the U.S. taxpayer. It would be as if fishermen who exerted 
themselves to catch fish on the high seas were required, on the 
principle that those fish belonged to all people everywhere, to 
give a share of their take to countries that had nothing to do 
with their costly, dangerous and arduous efforts. 

Worse still, these sizable "royalties" could go to corrupt 
dictatorships and state sponsors of terrorism. For example, as a 
treaty signatory and a member of the Authority's executive 
council, the government of Sudan—which has harbored 
terrorists and conducted a mass extermination campaign 
against its own people—would have as much say as the U.S. 
on issues to be decided by the Authority. 

 
Disagreements among treaty signatories are to be decided 

through mandatory dispute-resolution processes of uncertain 
integrity. Americans should be uncomfortable with unelected 
and unaccountable tribunals appointed by the secretary-
general of the United Nations serving as the final arbiter of 
such disagreements. 

Even if one were to agree with the principle of global 
wealth redistribution from the U.S. to other nations, other 
U.N. bodies have proven notably unskilled at financial 
management. The U.N. Oil for Food program in Iraq, for 
instance, resulted in hundreds of millions of dollars in 
corruption and graft that directly benefited Saddam Hussein 
and his allies. The Law of the Sea Treaty is an opportunity for 
scandal on an even larger scale. 

The most persuasive argument for the treaty is the U.S. 
Navy's desire to shore up international navigation rights. It is 
true that the treaty might produce some benefits, clarifying 
some principles and perhaps making it easier to resolve certain 
disputes. But our Navy has done quite well without this treaty 
for the past 200 years, relying often on centuries-old, well-
established customary international law to assert navigational 
rights. Ultimately, it is our naval power that protects 
international freedom of navigation. This treaty would not 
make a large enough additional contribution to counterbalance 
the problems it would create. 

In his farewell address to the nation in 1988, Reagan 
advised the country: "Don't be afraid to see what you see." If 
the members of the U.S. Senate fulfill their responsibilities, 
read the Law of the Sea Treaty and consider it carefully, I 
believe they will come to the conclusion that its costs to our 
security and sovereignty would far exceed any benefits. 

Mr. Rumsfeld was secretary of defense from 1975 to 1977 
and from 2001 to 2006. 
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41. Defense Secretary's Asia Voyage Underscores U.S. Role In The Region 
(CHINA POST (TAIWAN) 10 JUN 12) ... Arthur I. Cyr 

Defense Secretary Leon Panetta's extensive visit to Asia 
underscores the significant long-term United States 
involvement in the region, even as much media commentary 
emphasizes immediate developments and elements of change. 

His stop in Afghanistan, where the U.S. remains directly 
engaged in war, demonstrates the importance of the military 
dimension. 
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The Obama administration recently declared formally that 
Asia will be a priority emphasis in defense policy. This clearly 
reflects the extraordinary rise of China, which is devoting 
substantial resources to expanding naval capabilities. 

Understanding the true significance of this trip requires 
examining economic as well as military dimensions. In East 
and Southeast Asia, the U.S. has fought wars against Japan 
and within Korea and Vietnam, but any new comparable 
large-scale armed conflict is unlikely. Traditionally, China has 
been cautious about using force beyond national boundaries. 

Since the mid-1980s, the total volume of U.S. trade with 
Asia has been larger than with Europe. In the vast Asia region, 
as in other parts of the globe, the collapse of the Soviet Union 
and end of the Cold War has brought new flexibility and 
opportunities. Arguably this is particularly true for the United 
States. Despite serious problems of debt, unemployment and 
Washington gridlock, the U.S. remains the largest and most 
diverse economy, and also the most substantial military 
power, on the planet. 

Most of the major economies severely affected by the 
global financial crisis and recession are in North America and 
Western Europe. By contrast, Asian nations control a large 
percentage of available financial resources. For many years, 
Japan and now China have been principal purchasers of U.S. 
debt. 

Asia Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) is an 
ambitious effort to provide policy coordination among the 
nations involved. APEC was conceived by Australia's Prime 
Minister Bob Hawke and embraced enthusiastically by 
President George H.W. Bush and Secretary of State James 
Baker. 

Australia over the past two decades has moved in the 
direction of free markets, and a much more explicit national 
commitment to tolerance, directly reflected in official policy 

toward indigenous populations. The recent decision to station 
a U.S. Marine contingent in Australia underscores the strong 
bilateral ties between the two nations, dating back to World 
War II. 

The 2006 APEC summit was held in Vietnam. That 
gathering provided a useful opportunity to highlight that 
nation's economic growth and the wider commitment to 
multilateralism. 

Vietnam for understandable reasons was long a special 
case. For years after Hanoi's military victory in 1975, the 
newly unified nation was unable to turn the corner from 
political revolution to economic development. Vietnam did 
not join the Association of Southeast Asian Nations until 
1995, nearly three decades after the creation of the regional 
development organization. 

There are military security aspects to APEC summits, 
though the focus is economics. In the 2008 summit held in 
Peru, Americans and Russians discussed differences over 
Moscow's invasion of Georgia, and missile developments in 
Europe and Korea. In 2006, Hanoi honored Defense Secretary 
Donald Rumsfeld and the United States government with a 
martial parade, complete with American flags — a very 
moving as well as poignant gesture. 

The Pacific region generally lacks the complex 
established network of economic and military regional 
organizations that define relationships in the Atlantic region. 
For this reason, APEC is especially significant. 

For decades, Cold War division defined relationships 
among nations. Today, economic incentives and related self-
interest have dramatically undermined earlier ideological 
intensities. 

Arthur I. Cyr is Clausen Distinguished Professor at 
Carthage College in Wisconsin. 
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42. Pentagon May Sequester 13% Of $432 Billion 
(BLOOMBERG GOVERNMENT 12 JUN 12) ... Robert Levinson 

Bloomberg Government defense analyst Robert Levinson 
explains which Department of Defense funds are subject to 
deficit-reduction cuts set to take effect on Jan. 2. 

Q. Which defense funds face sequestration cuts? 
A. Sequestration under the 2011 Budget Control Act is 

slated to begin Jan. 2, 2013, with automatic budget cuts of 
about $55 billion each in the first year from defense and 
nondefense accounts. The sequestration cuts for defense apply 
to “total budgetary resources,” according to the law. These 
resources include funds appropriated for fiscal 2013 and 
previous years which are not yet committed to contracts. 
Nondefense funds from previous years are not subject to 
sequestration. 

Q. Are any funds exempt? 
A. The president has the authority to exempt personnel 

funds; most are for military pay. Personnel funds total $135.1 
billion in President Barack Obama’s proposed non-war budget 
for fiscal 2013. 

In November, Secretary of Defense Leon Panetta wrote 
that Afghanistan war funding was exempt from sequester. The 
Pentagon reversed this position in a May 30 e-mail to 
Bloomberg Government. War funds no longer are exempt. 

The non-personnel portion of these funds totals $74.4 billion 
in the 2013 budget proposal. 

Both “unobligated balances” from 2013 funds and 
previous years become exempt when they are committed to 
contracts, or obligated. Funds appropriated by Congress for 
fiscal 2013 and obligated prior to Jan. 2, 2013, are “not subject 
to sequestration,” Defense spokeswoman Lieutenant Colonel 
Elizabeth Robbins said in a June 8 e-mail. 

Q. What are unobligated balances? 
A. Congress appropriates money for agency programs 

whose managers obligate some or all of the funds by hiring 
companies to do the work. Unobligated balances occur when 
funds appropriated in one fiscal year are not put on contract 
during that year. The unobligated military balance will be 
$83.5 billion by Sept. 30, the last day of fiscal 2012, according 
to an Office of Management and Budget estimate. 

Q. How much fiscal 2013 money is subject to cuts? 
A. Fiscal 2013 funds subject to sequestration probably 

will include the non-personnel portion of the proposed 2013 
base defense budget, or about $390.3 billion. The non-
personnel portion of war funding, about $74.4 billion, would 
be added, bringing the total to $464.7 billion. 
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If the Pentagon spends its proposed fiscal 2013 budget 
evenly throughout the year, it probably will obligate about 25 
percent, or $116.2 billion, by Jan. 2, the second day of the 
second quarter of fiscal 2013. All obligated funds are 
considered exempt from sequestration, leaving about $348.5 
billion in fiscal 2013 funds subject to sequestration. 

Q. How will unobligated balances affect results? 
A. Bloomberg Government estimates that about $432 

billion will be subject to sequestration. That’s $83.5 billion of 
previous years’ unobligated balances plus $348.5 billion in 
fiscal 2013 funds available on Jan 2. 

Achieving the $54.7 billion reduction from $432 billion 
requires cutting nonexempt funds by 13 percent. This is the 
same percentage cut estimated by Dr. Jamie Morin, 
comptroller of the Air Force, during a March 1 speech at the 
Stimson Center in Washington, D.C. 

“The fiscal year 2013 defense sequester will result in an 
indiscriminate 15 percent cut at the program, project, and 
activity level in the defense budget,” according to a Bipartisan 
Policy Center report published June 8. The center, a think tank 
promoting bipartisan policy solutions, estimated $374 billion 
in defense funds would be subject to sequester. The 
Washington, D.C.-based center used 2012 funding levels as a 
baseline, added funds for the Energy Department and other 
nuclear activities, and assumed all war funding will be 
excluded through legislative action. 

Q. Which Pentagon budget accounts will be hit? 

A. The sequestration cuts are converted to a percentage to 
be applied to each nonexempt “program, project and activity,” 
according to the 2011 Budget Control Act. The White House 
Office of Management and Budget will interpret the law and 
tell government agencies how to apply the reduction. 

If OMB applies the percentage to broad categories of 
spending, the Pentagon may be able to protect certain 
programs at the expense of others. If OMB directs agencies to 
apply the cuts to each program element -- a more granular 
spending level - - the cuts would be taken across the board, 
leaving the Pentagon little or no discretion to make reductions. 

Q. Will appropriations affect the outcome? 
A. If Congress and the president can’t enact a defense 

appropriation bill by the start of the new fiscal year on Oct. 1, 
they probably will pass a stopgap spending bill known as a 
continuing resolution, or CR, to allow government agencies to 
continue operating. CR’s usually dictate spending at the 
previous year’s funding levels, without starting new programs. 
CR’s covering all or a portion of the federal government’s 
discretionary accounts can last a few days, weeks, months or 
even the entire fiscal year, depending on Congress’s ability to 
complete its regular appropriations bills. 

Sequestration applies on Jan. 2 to any unobligated defense 
funds whether they come through a new appropriation or a 
continuing resolution. 

Robert Levinson is a defense analyst for Bloomberg 
Government. The views expressed are his own. 
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43. Fair Wind, Following Seas For OpSail 2012 
(NEW LONDON DAY 13 JUN 12) ... Editorial 

Next month New London plays host to the biggest event 
in Connecticut this year: OpSail 2012. 

The tall ships festival, part of a national 200th 
Anniversary commemoration for the War of 1812, makes a 
final stop of its multi-city tour here July 6-9. 

OpSail organizers have overcome significant hurdles to 
bring the festival to our shores. The prolonged recession 
hampered fundraising efforts. The State of Connecticut capped 
its contribution to a maximum of $500,000 based on a 50 
percent match of other donations. Newport, R.I., complicated 
matters further by scheduling its own tall ships festival the 
same weekend, creating a competition to attract vessels. 

Despite the adversity, OpSail organizers, as well as many 
local businesses, town governments and dedicated individuals, 
rallied to the cause. The New London event will attract at least 
24 ships and will draw crowds of several hundred thousand 
people. 

This impressive achievement speaks volumes about the 
pride, grit and spirit of the people, the governments, and the 
businesses of southeastern Connecticut. A successful OpSail 
2012 is a celebratory moment for the entire region to savor. 

Thirty-five key community businesses, including this 
newspaper, have embraced OpSail with sponsorships. The 
town of East Lyme is hosting the tall ships and serving as a 
staging area the night before the July 7 parade up the Thames 
River. 

Waterford Police Chief Murray "Bud" Pendleton has 
volunteered his time to coordinate transportation with the 
trains, bus and ferry schedules. Waterford also is sending a 
contingent of police officers to help patrol the fireworks 
festival on Saturday, July 7. 

The Mashantucket Pequot Tribal Nation deserves special 
recognition for its sponsorship effort. The recession has 
battered the fortunes of both locally-owned Indian gaming 
casinos. The Mashantucket suffered financially when their 
Foxwoods enterprise curtailed stipends to tribal members. 
Despite those hardships, the tribe found a way to underwrite 
the annual fireworks display for the 20th consecutive year. 

New London Main Street soldiers on despite a 50 percent 
reduction in its funding from the city. The diminished staff of 
Main Street put out the call seeking last week seeking 
volunteers to assist with OpSail events. An organizational 
meeting is planned for Saturday at 8:30 at the Port N 
Starboard restaurant at Ocean Beach. 

Times are tough. Municipal budgets are threadbare. Five 
years of recession have exhausted us. 

And yet, when an opportunity like OpSail 2012 presents 
itself, the people and organizations of our area find a way. 
Collaboratively, we achieve something far greater than any 
single individual or institution could achieve on its own. 

That is the larger lesson that OpSail 2012 teaches. 

Return to Index 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Alternative Fuels Essential To U.S. Defense, Mabus Says 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 13 MAR 12) ... Bill Bartel 

NORFOLK - Navy Secretary Ray Mabus defended the Navy's green energy initiatives Monday, telling U.S. senators in a special 
hearing aboard the amphibious assault ship Kearsarge that developing biofuels and other new sources of power is vital to the national 
defense. 

 
2. Navy To Begin Testing For Synthetic Chemical Compounds 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 12 MAR 12) ... Chief of Naval Personnel Public Affairs 

WASHINGTON -- The Navy announced Mar. 12 that it will begin random testing of urine samples this month for synthetic 
chemical compounds like Spice. 

 
3. Fixing Homes, Rebuilding Trust 
Lawmaker, Navy housing residents pleased with work to remove mold, other repairs 
(NAVY TIMES 19 MAR 12) ... William H. McMichael 

Gone is the leaking, rotted ceiling over the bathtub and the toilet that was leveled with wooden shims. The squirrel-fouled attic 
crawl space has been cleaned out and patched up. 

 
4. Enterprise CSG Deploys 
(NAVY LIVE 10 MAR 12) ... Rear Adm. Ted “Slapshot” Carter 

The Enterprise Strike Group just wrapped up the last week of preparations, and our Sailors are spending time with friends and 
family before we leave homeport Norfolk for the last time in Enterprise history. March 11 will be historic in many ways… It will be 
the 22nd deployment of this legendary ship, but will also be a very prideful day to the Sailors and Marines who will sail with her and 
for those who have served aboard her over her 50-year history. 

 
5. CNO Realigns OPNAV Staff 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 12 MAR 12) ... Navy Office of Information 

WASHINGTON -- The Chief of Naval Operations released NAVADMIN 083/12 March 12 outlining the realignment of his staff 
at the Pentagon to enhance the Navy's ability to navigate fiscal challenges and deliver fleet and platform readiness. 

 

CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
6. Local Leaders React To Afghan Rampage 
Sen. Warner, SECNAV discuss retaliation 
(WAVY NBC NORFOLK 12 MAR 12) 

NORFOLK, Va. - The Obama administration said Monday the war strategy in Afghanistan remains intact despite increased 
tension following the shooting deaths of up to 16 civilians. 

 
7. U.S. Officials Debate Speeding Afghan Pullout 
(NEW YORK TIMES 13 MAR 12) ... Helene Cooper and Eric Schmitt 

WASHINGTON — The Obama administration is discussing whether to reduce American forces in Afghanistan by at least an 
additional 20,000 troops by 2013, reflecting a growing belief within the White House that the mission there has now reached the point 
of diminishing returns. 
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8. New PACOM Faces Expanded Duties, Budget Cuts 
(NAVY TIMES 12 MAR 12) ... Gidget Fuentes 

SAN DIEGO — The new head of U.S. Pacific Command, Adm. Samuel Locklear, takes the helm of a 325,000-strong force that’s 
poised to be the focus of a new strategy aimed at countering a rising China amid budget cuts that will stretch U.S. defense capabilities 
thinner. 

 
9. Air Wing Crew Flies Onto Enterprise 
USS Enterprise left Naval Station Norfolk Sunday 
(WAVY NBC NORFOLK 12 MAR 12) ... Art Kohn 

NORFOLK, Va. - The USS Enterprise is off on its final journey. 
 

10. Vicksburg Departs For Final Deployment 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 12 MAR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Nick C. Scott, Enterprise Carrier Strike Group 
Public Affairs 

USS VICKSBURG, At Sea -- Guided-missile cruiser USS Vicksburg (CG 69) departed its homeport of Mayport, Fla., Mar. 9 to 
make its final deployment, this time as part of the Enterprise Carrier Strike Group. 

 
11. Essex Replacement Suffers Boiler Breakdown En Route To Sasebo 
(STARS AND STRIPES 13 MAR 12) 

SASEBO NAVAL BASE, Japan — The ship tasked with replacing the oft-ailing USS Essex stopped in Okinawa for repairs last 
week after experiencing some problems of its own, Navy officials confirmed Tuesday. 

 
12. Explosive Ordnance Disposal (EOD) Technician 
(YOUTUBE 12 MAR 12) ... U.S. Navy 

Navy EOD is about accountability. It's about ensuring the safety of others when the mission is on the line. Take a peek into the 
life of an EOD Technician and learn more about how they work together to eliminate threats and make the world a safer place. 

 
13. Connecticut Visits Yokosuka During Western Pacific Deployment 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 12 MAR 12) ... Lt. Lara Bollinger, Submarine Group 7 Public Affairs 

YOKOSUKA, Japan -- The Seawolf-class fast attack submarine USS Connecticut (SSN 22) arrived at Fleet Activities Yokosuka 
Mar. 9 for a visit as part of its deployment to the western Pacific. 

 

GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
14. Britain To Join Obama In Discouraging A Strike On Iran 
(NEW YORK TIMES 13 MAR 12) ... Mark Landler and John F. Burns 

WASHINGTON — Britain will add its voice to President Obama’s in discouraging an Israeli military strike on Iran when Prime 
Minister David Cameron begins a three-day visit here this week, a senior British diplomat said Monday. 

 
15. East China Sea Pact Does Little To Defuse Tensions Between Japan And China 
(STARS AND STRIPES 12 MAR 12) ... Wyatt Olson 

YOKOTA AIR BASE, Japan — When China and Japan reached a momentous agreement over a contested area in the East China 
Sea four years ago, the so-called 2008 Consensus dubbed the shared body of water “a sea of peace, cooperation and friendship.” 

 
16. China’s Claim Sparks Maritime Security Concerns 
‘Seoul should enhance naval capabilities to keep China and Japan in check’ 
(KOREA HERALD 12 MAR 12) ... Song Sang-Ho 

China’s renewed claim to jurisdiction over Ieodo, a submerged rock south of Jeju Island, has sparked concerns here over whether 
South Korea is sufficiently prepared to handle any contingencies threatening its maritime security. 

 
17. China To Conduct First Northern Sea Route Expedition 
(RIA NOVOSTI 13 MAR 12) 

China will conduct its fifth Arctic expedition between July and September via the Northeast Passage, the country's first attempt 
through the shipping route also known as the Northern Sea Route, Xinhua reported on Monday. 
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18. The Head of the Royal Canadian Navy Says There’s No Need To Deploy More Ships to the Pacific 
(OTTAWA CITIZEN (CANADA) 12 MAR 12) ... David Pugliese 

The U.S. Navy, and military is focusing more of its attention towards the Pacific, noting the shift of economic power and, some 
would argue military power, to the region, particularly with China. 

 
19. Policy Paralysis Hits India's Submarine Manufacturing Plans 
(TIMES OF INDIA 12 MAR 12) ... Rajat Pandit 

NEW DELHI - India's submarine manufacturing plans remain stuck in a debilitating policy paralysis despite China and Pakistan 
systematically adding teeth to their underwater combat capabilities. 

 
20. Sri Lanka’s Potential Oil Reserves Spark Global Interest 
The Mannar Basin is believed to hold vast reserves of oil that many companies are keen tap into 
(BBC NEWS 12 MAR 12) ... Charles Haviland 

As hopes grow in Sri Lanka that viable reserves of oil are about to be discovered in its seawaters, commentators are speculating 
about the intentions of India, China and Russia in prospecting for it. 

 

PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
21. Manpower Official Plans Worldwide Outreach Effort 
(NAVY TIMES 19 MAR 12) ... Mark D. Faram 

The Navy’s assistant secretary for manpower and reserve affairs, Juan Garcia, will be on the road for much of the next month, 
carrying his message to the fleet. 

 
22. Job Search Firm To Help Sailors Booted By ERBs 
(NAVY TIMES 19 MAR 12) ... William H. McMichael 

NAVAL STATION NORFOLK, Va. — There may not be much the Navy can do to assuage sailors who feel betrayed over their 
involuntary separation by last year’s enlisted retention boards, but a new paycheck certainly could help. 

 
23. Active-Duty Downsizing Should Benefit Reserve Forces, Board Says 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 12 MAR 12) ... Lisa Daniel 

WASHINGTON – A policy board plans to ask Defense Secretary Leon E. Panetta to highlight service in the reserve forces as a 
good option for outgoing active-duty members during downsizing. 

 
24. MPTE Selects 2011 Sailor Of The Year 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 12 MAR 12) ... Electronics Technician Seaman Russell Tracy, Training Support Center, Great Lakes Public 
Affairs 

GREAT LAKES, Il. -- For the first time in history, the Sailor selected as the Manpower, Personnel, Training and Education 
(MPTE) domain's top Sailor was chosen from a Training Support Center, March 8. 

 
25. Navy Chefs Sizzle At North America's Largest Culinary Competition 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 12 MAR 12) ... Debbie Dortch, Naval Supply Systems Command and Kimberly K. Fritz, Fort Lee Public 
Affairs 

FORT LEE, Va -- The Navy Culinary Team and its members won seven gold, 26 silver, six bronze, and six honorable mentions 
during the 37th Annual Military Culinary Arts Competition in Fort Lee, Va., Feb. 29 - Mar. 9 - the largest culinary competition in 
North America. 

 
26. USS Constitution Crew Participates In Rowing Competition 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 12 MAR 12) ... Seaman Michael Achterling, USS Constitution Public Affairs 

HULL, Mass. -- Sailors assigned to USS Constitution participated in the 33rd Snow Row off the coast of Hull, Mass. March 10. 
 

27. U.S. Navy Seal Becomes Military Attaché To Mexico 
(HOUSTON CHRONICLE 12 MAR 12) ... Dudley Althau 

MEXICO CITY - The U.S. government has dispatched a career Navy SEAL and anti-terrorism expert to the U.S. embassy in 
Mexico City to serve as liaison with Mexican troops waging war on gangsters. 
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28. Face Of Defense: Petty Officer Reaches For Stars 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 12 MAR 12) ... Marine Corps Cpl. Bruno J. Bego, 2nd Marine Logistics Group 

CAMP LEJEUNE, N.C., March 12, 2012 – Many people grow up with the dream of joining the military to improve themselves. 
For Navy Petty Officer 2nd Class Jason F. Figgeroa, a hospital corpsman with Medical Battalion, Combat Logistics Regiment 25, 2nd 
Marine Logistics Group, the military was his ticket to a better life. 

 
29. World War II Veteran Finally Gets His Medals 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 12 MAR 12) 

LINCOLN, R.I. — A World War II veteran from Rhode Island who survived a Japanese kamikaze plane attack on his ship near 
Okinawa has finally gotten medals for his service. 

 

FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
30. Kearsarge Displays Energy Initiative 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 13 MAR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Tamara Vaughn, USS Kearsarge Public Affairs 

ABOARD USS KEARSARGE, Norfolk, Va. -- The amphibious assault ship USS Kearsarge (LHD 3) hosted the Senate 
Committee for Energy and Natural Resources and Chair of the Subcommittee on Water and Power, aboard March 12 to discuss Navy 
and Marine Corps energy initiative programs. 

 
31. Politics May Buffet Navy Shipbuilding Plan 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 12 MAR 12) ... David Lerman 

The Navy’s shipbuilding plan heads for choppy political waters this week before the Senate Armed Services Committee. 
 

32. More Money Is Needed For Defense, McKeon Says 
(DEFENSE NEWS 12 MAR 12) ... Kate Brannen 

The House and Senate Armed Services Committees do not agree on the Pentagon’s $614 billion budget request for 2013. 
 

33. Lifecycle Weapon Costs Eating A Hole In Pentagon’s Budget 
(NATIONAL DEFENSE 12 MAR 12) ... Sandra Erwin 

One of the most dreaded phrases in the Pentagon weapon-procurement world, “lifecycle costs,” is at the center of far-reaching 
budget decisions by the U.S. Air Force. 

 
34. A New Battle For The USS New Jersey 
(PHILADELPHIA INQUIRER 12 MAR 12) ... Edward Colimore 

The USS New Jersey, the most decorated battleship in U.S. history, is facing its biggest fight outside war: to pay its bills and fend 
off attempts to move it from Camden to North Jersey. 

 

BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
35. Navy Partner Canines For Vets In National Spotlight 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 12 MAR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class LaTunya Howard, Navy Personnel Command 
Public Affairs 

MILLINGTON, Tenn. -- A Navy partnership that teams Sailors with rescued dogs is one of 20 finalists in a national community 
support challenge sponsored by first lady Michelle Obama and Dr. Jill Biden. 

 
36. Navy SEALs And SWCCs Meet With NFL Prospects During Combine In Atlanta 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 12 MAR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class James Ginther, Naval Special Warfare Group 2 
Public Affairs 

BUFORD, Ga. -- Members of the East Coast SEAL (sea, air, and land) and SWCC (special warfare combatant-craft crewman) 
scout team met with prospective National Football League players at the Eastern Regional NFL Combine in Buford, Ga., March 11. 

 
37. U.S. 7th Fleet Band Mentors Misawa Air Base Students 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 12 MAR 12) ... Senior Chief Mass Communication Specialist Daniel Sanford, U.S. Naval Air Facility 
Misawa, Japan Public Affairs 

MISAWA AIR BASE, Japan -- Members of U.S. 7th Fleet Band visited Misawa Air Base and helped mentor local elementary 
school orchestra members March 8. 
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38. Regulators Ready To Force Bay Cleanup 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 12 MAR 12) ... Mike Lee 

Top water pollution regulators are poised this week to force an unprecedented cleanup of San Diego Bay, and there’s a sense 
among participants that the plan may avoid endless legal appeals after a major reduction in its scope. 

 
39. Sonar Testing Raises Whale Worries 
(EVERETT (WA) HERALD 13 MAR 12) ... Bill Sheets 

EVERETT -- Whale watchers and tour-boat operators are concerned about the effect the latest round of sonar testing at Naval 
Station Everett could have on marine mammals. 

 
40. Ensminger To Testify Before Senate Committee Tuesday 
(JACKSONVILLE (NC) DAILY NEWS 12 MAR 12) 

A Jacksonville resident who has spent decades gathering information on Camp Lejeune water contamination is set to testify 
Tuesday on Capitol Hill concerning apparent attempts by the military to stifle scientific studies. 

 

NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
41. South Dakota Delegation Asks Navy For Submarine Naming Honor 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 12 MAR 12) 

SIOUX FALLS, S.D. — South Dakota's Congressional delegation is requesting the Navy name the next Virginia class attack 
submarine the USS South Dakota. 

 
42. DARPA Director Bolts Pentagon For Google 
(WIRED 12 MAR 12) ... Noah Shachtman 

Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency (DARPA) director Regina Dugan will soon be stepping down from her position 
atop the Pentagon’s premiere research shop to take a job with Google. Dugan, whose controversial tenure at the agency lasted just 
under three years, was “offered and accepted at senior executive position” with the internet giant, according to DARPA spokesman 
Eric Mazzacone. She felt she couldn’t say no to such an “innovative company,” he adds. 

 

OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
43. A Special Relationship Endures 
(WASHINGTON POST 13 MAR 12) ... Barack Obama and David Cameron 

Seven decades ago, as our forces began to turn the tide of World War II, Prime Minister Winston Churchill traveled to 
Washington to coordinate our joint efforts. Our victories on the battlefield proved “what can be achieved by British and Americans 
working together heart and hand,” he said. “In fact, one might almost feel that if they could keep it up, there is hardly anything they 
could not do, either in the field of war or in the not less tangled problems of peace.” 

 
44. Building The Navy's Future In Wisconsin 
(MILWAUKEE JOURNAL SENTINEL 12 MAR 12) ... Herb Kohl 

The Navy's most exciting and agile new ship is being built right here in Wisconsin. 
 

45. In The Persian Gulf, A Vulnerable Fleet 
The Navy's capabilities are impressive. But we need more ships. 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 13 MAR 12) ... Bret Stephens 

ABOARD USS BUNKER HILL -- It didn't take Chief Warrant Officer Jason Echevarria more than a glance through the ship's 
binoculars to figure out what the Iranian-flagged dhow 3,400 yards off the starboard beam wasn't doing. 

 
46. U.S. Asia Strategy Not Driving PRC's Big Military Spending Increases 
(AOL DEFENSE 12 MAR 12) ... Dean Cheng 

The Chinese National People's Congress has announced its new defense budget, offering the People's Liberation Army (PLA) yet 
another double-digit increase, with funding up 11.2 percent this time. Officially, this amounts to a $106 billion defense budget, 
although most observers believe that China's real defense budget is probably twice that much, if not more. 

 
47. A Lesson For Lawmakers: Ignoring This Budget Issue Won’t Make It Vanish 
(WASHINGTON POST 13 MAR 12) ... Walter Pincus 

Let’s think about the unthinkable — sequestration. 
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BBLLOOGGSS::  
48. EXCERPTS FROM BLOGS AROUND THE WORLD 
(PUBLISHED 09 – 12 MAR 12) 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Alternative Fuels Essential To U.S. Defense, Mabus Says 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 13 MAR 12) ... Bill Bartel 

NORFOLK - Navy Secretary Ray Mabus defended the 
Navy's green energy initiatives Monday, telling U.S. senators 
in a special hearing aboard the amphibious assault ship 
Kearsarge that developing biofuels and other new sources of 
power is vital to the national defense. 

"When anyone says we can't afford to invest in 
developing alternative sources of energy, my reply is that we 
can't afford not to," Mabus told the senators. "We can't afford 
to wait until price shocks or supply shocks leave us no 
alternative, and we can't afford to wait while other nations get 
far ahead of us on energy reform. And I don't want to trade 
one source of foreign power for another." 

Mabus called it a "false choice" to say the Navy has to 
choose between spending money either on building more ships 
and planes or on developing biofuels for those crafts. If the 
military doesn't develop new fuel sources, he said, the rising 
cost of oil will eat into the defense operations budget and 
make the armed forces more vulnerable to oil suppliers in 
countries not friendly to the United States. 

He noted that when the Libyan rebellion arose last year, 
oil prices increased $38 a barrel, adding $1.1 billion to the 
Navy's fuel costs. 

Mabus' testimony was followed by remarks from several 
Navy and Marine officers and former Sen. John Warner of 
Virginia at a hearing - led by Sen. Jeanne Shaheen, head of a 
subcommittee of the Senate Energy and Natural Resources 
Committee - that was intended to help build political support 
for military investments in alternative energy. 

"We really need to get the word out," said Shaheen, D-
N.H., who heard testimony alongside Sen. Mark Warner of 
Virginia. 

Mabus noted that the Navy's broadest goal is to get at 
least half of all its energy from nonfossil-fuel sources by 2020. 
The service also wants to cut fuel consumption for noncombat 
vehicles in half by 2015, he said. 

Former Sen. Warner, who also is a former Navy secretary, 
told the panel, "There's a clear nexus between our national 
security and our energy security." 

Several alternative energy programs - including bio-fuels 
for aircraft and a compact solar-powered battery charging 
system used in the field by Marines - were featured in large 
displays visited by the senators in a hangar bay before the 
hearing. 

Among the exhibits was an explanation of a special flap 
added to the stern of the Kearsarge that reduced the ship's 
drag, saving $1 million in fuel costs. 

"That's astounding," John Warner said. All these years 
and no one ever thought of it until now, he said. 

Mark Warner said the Navy and Marine efforts can help 
sway some skeptical members of Congress. 

"You really help us build the case because you can bring 
the credibility on the return on investment that really is 
unparalleled, and that helps us with some of our colleagues 
who still need some convincing," he said. 

Return to Index 
 

2. Navy To Begin Testing For Synthetic Chemical Compounds 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 12 MAR 12) ... Chief of Naval Personnel Public Affairs 

WASHINGTON -- The Navy announced Mar. 12 that it 
will begin random testing of urine samples this month for 
synthetic chemical compounds like Spice. 

Commanders may take appropriate actions related to 
health, safety, and security based on a positive result. Every 
positive sample will be sent to NCIS for further investigation 
with a view towards potential disciplinary or adverse 
administrative action by the service member's command. 

"There is zero tolerance for the use of drugs - synthetic or 
otherwise - in our Navy," said Vice Adm. Scott R. Van 
Buskirk, Chief of Naval Personnel. "Synthetic chemical 
compound drug use impacts a Sailor's career, their family life 
and overall well-being while also impacting Fleet Readiness. 
If a Sailor makes a poor choice and uses these types of drugs, 
they need to know that there will be consequences." 

The initial testing will be conducted by a contracted 
laboratory, with Navy Drug Screening Laboratory capable of 
conducting in-house testing later this year. 

The Navy has been testing urine samples seized from 
suspects during criminal investigations for nearly a year. Navy 

and Marine Corps commanders can have urine samples tested 
for several of the compounds found in Spice-like products at 
the Armed Forces Medical Examiner System (AFMES) when 
the sample has been collected in conjunction with an ongoing 
investigation. 

The capacity for testing for designer drugs will continue 
to expand. During fiscal year 2012 the Navy will invest 
$1.73M to test for synthetic chemical compounds and expects 
to increase that amount to $2.9M in fiscal year 2013. 

The Navy continues to educate Sailors on the dangers of 
drug use to include new and designer drugs through targeted 
awareness campaigns and continues to work closely with local 
governments to identify users and distributors. 

This program is a key element of the readiness area of the 
21st Century Sailor and Marine initiative which consolidates a 
set of objectives and policies, new and existing, to maximize 
Sailor and Marine personal readiness, build resiliency and 
hone the most combat-effective force in the history of the 
Department of the Navy. 

View NAVADMIN 082/12 
Return to Index 
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3. Fixing Homes, Rebuilding Trust 
Lawmaker, Navy housing residents pleased with work to remove mold, other repairs 
(NAVY TIMES 19 MAR 12) ... William H. McMichael 

Gone is the leaking, rotted ceiling over the bathtub and 
the toilet that was leveled with wooden shims. The squirrel-
fouled attic crawl space has been cleaned out and patched up. 

The Quintela home in the Sandpiper Crescent Navy 
housing area in Virginia Beach, Va., is once again livable. 

It took a wave of negative publicity to get it fixed. But the 
Navy and Lincoln Military Housing, which manages 
Sandpiper Crescent and 4,380 other military homes in the 
Hampton Roads region for the Navy, say they are well on their 
way toward revamping lax maintenance practices that allowed 
waterleak and mold problems to fester in the Quintela and 
other Navy family homes. 

“They are trying — I will give them that,” said Reneé 
Quintela, wife of Boatswain’s Mate 1st Class Adam Quintela 
of Amphibious Construction Battalion 2. “At least in our 
community here. 

“For Sandpiper Crescent and the Little Creek area, they 
are trying really hard to improve.” 

The congressman who pressed hardest to ease his 
constituents’ concerns sees more widespread improvement. 

“This clearly has the full and I think proper level of 
attention from senior Navy leadership,” said Rep. Scott Rigell, 
R-Va. “I’m convinced of that.” 

But, he added, “That’s been a process for me to come to 
that conclusion ... over a period of time. There certainly was 
cause for concern, and action.” 

A 1996 law launched the public-private venture initiative 
under which private firms finance and maintain military 
family housing. Lincoln has managed Navy homes in the Mid-
Atlantic region since 2005 and has developed and managed 
more than 31,000 military homes nationwide since 2001. 
Military family housing offices that formerly managed all 
aspects of family housing are supposed to provide oversight 
and mediate problems. 

The effectiveness of that relationship came under scrutiny 
last fall, when reports by a Norfolk TV station revealed 
serious waterleak and mold issues in homes where families 
said their complaints had either been ignored or poorly 
resolved, often with shoddy workmanship. 

Enter Rigell, who in short order was visiting the affected 
homes and, along with two other Virginia lawmakers, 
pressuring Navy officials to fix the problems, particularly 
those related to mold infestations that some maintained were 
causing or exacerbating health problems. 

On The Right Path 
A bit more than two months after the problems came to 

light, and after hosting town hall-style events and meeting 
repeatedly with Mid-Atlantic commander Rear Adm. Tim 
Alexander and other officials — most recently in mid-
February — Rigell lauds their efforts. 

“It’s really a comprehensive set of actions that they’ve 
taken,” Rigell said. “The good news at this point is, they are 
not statements of what will be done. They’re statements of 
what is being done or what has been done… And I was really 
encouraged by it.” 

The Navy has taken several simple steps to do so. One is 
the dispersal of Mid-Atlantic Navy family housing 
representatives, until now centrally located at Naval Station 
Norfolk, into offices near family housing offices “so they’re 
boots on the ground, walking the neighborhoods, they’re 
accessible by the residents,” Alexander said. 

Secondly, the region has appointed a senior enlisted sailor 
in each housing area as someone residents can go to if their 
home’s problems are not being taken care of. 

Alexander said he has also reinforced the relationship 
between the neighborhoods and installations “so that our base 
COs, XOs, command master chiefs and family housing staff 
know their neighborhoods; the neighborhoods know who my 
leadership teams are on the ground, so that we’re accessible.” 
Sailors who don’t get problems resolved should go to their 
command master chief. Once that’s done, said the region’s 
Command Master Chief (SW/AW) John Fuston, “that can 
filter up the chain of command and get to us.” 

Perhaps most importantly, Mid-Atlantic Region is “in the 
process” of gaining “unfettered and direct access” to Lincoln’s 
maintenance database, Alexander said. “That will give us the 
opportunity to do an independent follow-up and verification of 
the type of maintenance and the customer service that our 
partners provide,” he said. 

The initiative also is serving as a test bed for wider 
application — an encouraging development for families living 
elsewhere in Navy Installation Command housing who 
experience maintenance frustrations. 

“I think, once we try it out, we’ll see Navy CNIC, across 
the enterprise, move to adopt something similar to give all of 
our Navy family housing and partners greater visibility in the 
maintenance of our homes,” Alexander said. 

Lincoln also has taken steps in its efforts to “rebuild the 
trust in all phases of our organization,” said Jarl Bliss, 
president of Lincoln Military Housing. 

“We’ve made some significant changes in our staffing,” 
Bliss said. “Some folks are not with us now. But we’ve also 
looked inside our organization to provide additional resources 
for the families, additional touch points, so they feel 
comfortable coming to us with issues and know that they’ll be 
taken care of in a timely fashion. And correctly.” 

When the news broke, Lincoln announced an eight-point 
plan that included a promise that teams from a Lincoln-Navy 
task force would visit every home in the Mid-Atlantic region. 
As of March 7, teams had visited 3,112 homes and made 
contact with nearly all the rest — most of which are inside 
installations. Hundreds of mold inspections have been or will 
be conducted, Bliss said. 

Reneé Quintela now says the situation has gotten better. 
In addition to the major repairs — “they’ve done a ton of 
things around the house to make it more like a home now, 
instead of something falling apart around me,” she said. 

“They’ve gotten a few really good guys that have come in 
and done some of the smaller things in the house, like 
replacing my ceiling fan. They’ve been great. We only had 
problems with one guy. And I don’t think he’s here anymore.” 

Return to Index 
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4. Enterprise CSG Deploys 
(NAVY LIVE 10 MAR 12) ... Rear Adm. Ted “Slapshot” Carter 

The Enterprise Strike Group just wrapped up the last 
week of preparations, and our Sailors are spending time with 
friends and family before we leave homeport Norfolk for the 
last time in Enterprise history. March 11 will be historic in 
many ways… It will be the 22nd deployment of this legendary 
ship, but will also be a very prideful day to the Sailors and 
Marines who will sail with her and for those who have served 
aboard her over her 50-year history. 

We will sail Sunday with Sailors and Marines who will 
deploy for the first time, but aboard the Big E, we are also 
blessed to sail with Shipmates who have deployed many times 
before–some on the ship’s most recent deployment and they 
have chosen to remain aboard to be a part of bringing this 
ageless ship home one last time. 

This deployment will not be a joy ride or a farewell 
world-cruise tour. We know going in that Enterprise will 
finish strong doing what she’s been doing for 50 years… 
Serving America’s interests abroad and ready to respond as 
needed for our Navy and our Nation. Enterprise is headed to 
the fore of our nation’s effort in promoting and protecting 
freedom with a proud heritage of success in battle on the sea. 
We are taking this great ship forward one last time to operate 
across the globe and provide our nation’s leadership the full 
spectrum of sea-based options. If called upon, this Strike 
Group can deliver modern, conventional and asymmetric 
capability for deterrence, sea control, and power projection. 
Our goal - to deter aggression and reassure our partners that 
we have the watch. 

As warfighters, we are ready to fight and win. We’ve 
trained hard, and are ready to respond to any mission we are 
called upon to support. Your Navy and your Sailors and 
Marines are leaving this Sunday to continue protecting the 
interconnected systems of trade, information, and security that 
underpin American democratic principles and promote global 
security and prosperity. This is quite a responsibility, and you 

should all be very proud of all the Navy and Marine Corps 
team of the Enterprise Strike Group who have enthusiastically 
assumed this responsibility. 

As servicemen and women, we are ready, both 
professionally and personally. Our training has challenged us 
mentally and physically, and we have the resources to only get 
stronger and better in the months ahead. Whether it be honing 
our skills as aviators and mariners, completing warfare 
qualifications, spending time in the gym, or taking college 
classes – we will get better every day! 

While serving our country is immensely fulfilling work, 
one of the most difficult aspects of deployment isn’t the 
deployment itself, but rather the impact it has on our families. 

We could not do what we do everyday without the 
support of our families and friends at home. Your sacrifices 
are often more challenging than our own, but your support is 
so important to our success. 

My charge to our Enterprise Strike Group Team – Keep 
the long view. In the journey of life, this is just one small 
ocean we’ve chosen to transit. We will learn great things about 
ourselves. We will forge lasting bonds. We will all emerge 
stronger. We should embrace that we are a part of something 
much greater than ourselves, yet we depend on each other to 
achieve greatness. Your service to each other, your Navy and 
your family reflect greatly upon your character and your 
commitment to our Nation’s freedom. 

To our families and friends, keep in touch with your 
Sailors and Marines, they will need your support as much as 
you need theirs. We will keep our Facebook pages and blogs 
flowing with news from the ships and squadrons, and look 
forward to ‘seeing’ you there. 

This blog post was written on Friday, March 9, by Rear 
Adm. Ted Carter, Commander Enterprise Carrier Strike 
Group (CSG 12), as the USS Enterprise (CVN 65) deploys on 
her 22nd and final deployment. 
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5. CNO Realigns OPNAV Staff 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 12 MAR 12) ... Navy Office of Information 

WASHINGTON -- The Chief of Naval Operations 
released NAVADMIN 083/12 March 12 outlining the 
realignment of his staff at the Pentagon to enhance the Navy's 
ability to navigate fiscal challenges and deliver fleet and 
platform readiness. 

Vice Adm. Bill Burke will assume the new position of 
Deputy Chief of Naval Operations (DCNO) for Warfare 
Systems (N9) March 12. He will be responsible for the 
integration of manpower, training, sustainment, 
modernization, and procurement of the Navy's warfare 
systems currently resourced by the directors of Expeditionary 
Warfare (N95), Surface Warfare (N96), Undersea Warfare 
(N97), and Air Warfare (N98). 

"The realignment combines resources, and responsibilities 
necessary for procurement, manpower, training and readiness 
under the resource sponsors for information dominance, 
surface warfare, undersea warfare, air warfare, and 
expeditionary warfare" said Burke. "These changes are 
intended to improve decision making processes associated 

with planning, programming, budgeting, and execution, and 
enhance our focus on warfighting capability and total 
ownership cost." 

With this realignment, N8 will be responsible for 
integration of capabilities and resources and will be comprised 
of the directors for Programming (N80), Assessments (N81), 
Fiscal Management (N82), Navy-Joint Capabilities and 
Integration (N83), Innovation, Test and Evaluation, and 
Technology Requirements (N84), and Special Programs 
(N89). The director of test and evaluation and technology 
requirements (currently N091) will realign to N8 (N84) to 
improve understanding of future systems science and 
technology needs and effectiveness of our science and 
technology investment. The Naval Warfare Integration Group 
(N00X) will also be realigned to N81 to better integrate the 
OPNAV assessment process. 

In this new plan, manpower and readiness resources for 
the Information Dominance Corps will be consolidated under 
the DCNO for Information Dominance (N2/N6) to enable 
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informed program wholeness and warfighting capability trades 
for information, cyber, and electronic warfare systems. 
Additionally, personnel, training and readiness personnel from 
N1 and N4 will be transferred to N2/N6 to enable more 
informed system centric trades and warfighting integration. 
N2/N6 will be responsible for Integration and Interoperability 
assessments for all warfare systems. 

N4 will transfer afloat readiness resources to N2/N6 and 
N9, but will maintain resource sponsorship for Logistics 
Programs, Energy & Environmental Readiness, Ashore 
Readiness and the Combat Logistics Force. N4 will also retain 
responsibility for Fleet readiness reporting and assessment. 

While N1 will transfer manpower and training resources 
associated with Information Dominance, Fleet Readiness/ 
Logistics and Warfare Systems to N2/N6, N4 and N9, 
respectively, the N1 organization will retain resource 

sponsorship of all accessions and advanced education, 
exercise administrative control over Navy manpower policy, 
maintain responsibility for manpower assessment. 

The realignment begins this month and expected to be 
completed by August 2012 to inform the fiscal year 2015 
Program Objective Memorandum decisions. There will be no 
personnel or billet reductions with this realignment, but there 
may be a small growth to allow the staff to conduct the 
missions, functions and tasks required. 

"We must become more effective and efficient in our 
management of resources," said Burke. "By harnessing the 
effort of the staff to plan and deliver, our Navy will continue 
to evolve and remain the world's preeminent maritime force in 
the face of emerging threats. We will remain focused on 
warfighting first, operating forward, and being ready." 
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CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
6. Local Leaders React To Afghan Rampage 
Sen. Warner, SECNAV discuss retaliation 
(WAVY NBC NORFOLK 12 MAR 12) 

NORFOLK, Va. - The Obama administration said 
Monday the war strategy in Afghanistan remains intact despite 
increased tension following the shooting deaths of up to 16 
civilians. 

An Army staff sergeant, based out of Joint Base Lewis-
McChord in Washington state, is accused in the crime. The 
38-year-old suspect was serving his first tour of duty in 
Afghanistan after completing three in Iraq. 

Investigators said the soldier wandered off his base to two 
nearby villages and shot the civilians in the middle of the 
night, burning some of the bodies. 

Nine children were killed in the rampage. 
The military said he acted alone and is in custody at a 

NATO base in Afghanistan. 
Virginia Senator Mark Warner called our military's 

mission in Afghanistan enormously challenging in light of this 
weekend's events. 

Warner and Secretary of the Navy Ray Mabus were at 
Naval Station Norfolk Monday, speaking about energy 
conservation. 

Warner said the potential for retaliation reminded him of 
that felt after U.S. soldiers burned copies of the Koran at a 
NATO base. 

"I was at the funeral, the viewing services for a soldier 
killed during some of the aftermath of the Koran burnings 
over in Roanoke, and it shows what an enormously, 
challenging circumstance we've got in Afghanistan," Warner 
said. 

The Obama administration has vowed to investigate the 
weekend shooting and hold the suspect responsible. 

"The sooner we can see the Afghan military get into 
position to stand up and take on more of these responsibilities, 
the better for all concerned," Warner added. 

Mabus said the incident does not reflect the incredible 
work being done overseas. 

"I think you've got to take this as an isolated incident. 
You've got to take it as not harming the overall mission that 
we have here, which is two things; one to get the Afghan army 
and police ready to assume responsibility for their own 
security, and second is a responsible drawdown of the forces 
that we have there," said Secretary Mabus. 

View Clip (RT: 1:36) 
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7. U.S. Officials Debate Speeding Afghan Pullout 
(NEW YORK TIMES 13 MAR 12) ... Helene Cooper and Eric Schmitt 

WASHINGTON — The Obama administration is 
discussing whether to reduce American forces in Afghanistan 
by at least an additional 20,000 troops by 2013, reflecting a 
growing belief within the White House that the mission there 
has now reached the point of diminishing returns. 

Accelerating the withdrawal of United States forces has 
been under consideration for weeks by senior White House 
officials, but those discussions are now taking place in the 
context of two major setbacks to American efforts in 
Afghanistan — the killings on Sunday of Afghan civilians 
attributed to a United States Army staff sergeant and the 

violence touched off by burning of Korans last month by 
American troops. 

Administration officials cautioned on Monday that no 
decisions on additional troop cuts have been made, and in a 
radio interview President Obama reaffirmed his commitment 
to the Afghan mission in spite of the recent setbacks, warning 
against “a rush for the exits” amid questions about the 
American war strategy. “It’s important for us to make sure that 
we get out in a responsible way, so that we don’t end up 
having to go back in,” Mr. Obama said in an interview with 
KDKA in Pittsburgh. 
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Any accelerated withdrawal would face stiff opposition 
from military commanders, who want to keep the bulk of the 
remaining American troops in Afghanistan until the end of 
2014, when the NATO mission in Afghanistan is supposed to 
end. Their resistance puts Mr. Obama in a quandary, as he 
balances how to hasten what is increasingly becoming a messy 
withdrawal while still painting a portrait of success for NATO 
allies and the American people. 

The United States now has just under 90,000 troops in 
Afghanistan, with 22,000 of them due home by September. 
There has been no schedule set for the withdrawal of the 
remaining 68,000 American troops, although Mr. Obama said 
last year that the drawdown would continue “at a steady pace” 
until the United States handed over security to the Afghan 
forces in 2014. 

At least three options are now under consideration, 
according to officials at the White House, the Pentagon and 
the State Department. One plan, backed by Thomas E. 
Donilon, the national security adviser, would be to announce 
that at least 10,000 more troops would come home by the end 
of December, and then 10,000 to 20,000 more by June 2013. 

Vice President Joseph R. Biden Jr. has been pushing for a 
bigger withdrawal that would reduce the bulk of the troops 
around the same time the mission shifts to a support role, 
leaving behind Special Operations teams to conduct targeted 
raids. Mr. Biden has long said that the United States mission 
in Afghanistan is too broad and should focus primarily on a 
narrow counterterrorism mission against insurgents seeking to 
attack the United States. 

Mr. Obama’s military commanders, meanwhile, want to 
maintain troops in Afghanistan as long as possible. If cuts 
have to be made, the commanders favor making them at the 
end of 2013, after the fighting season is largely finished. Any 
troop cuts made midyear would mean that those forces would 
not be available during the main fighting season, which runs 
from spring to early fall. 

“We’ve come up with several options, but they’re back-
of-the-envelope options,” said a senior military official, who 
said the internal discussions were just now beginning to focus 
on the costs, logistics and security risks of each plan. 

Additional troop reductions would be consistent with a 
shift in mission that Mr. Obama plans to announce at a 
meeting of NATO members in Chicago in May. Under this 
plan, American troops would step away from the lead combat 
role to a supporting mission focused primarily on 
counterterrorism and training Afghan security forces. Mr. 
Obama will not announce the next troop reduction at the 
NATO meeting, aides said on Monday, but the size of the 
reduction will flow from the NATO decision on when to shift 
the mission in Afghanistan from combat to support. 

In his news conference last week, Mr. Obama called the 
goal for the NATO meeting to make “sure that the transition is 
not a cliff, but that there are benchmarks and steps that are 
taken along the way.” 

Benjamin J. Rhodes, one of the president’s senior national 
security advisers, said in an interview on Monday that “the 
trajectory we’ve set here is one of transition and Afghan 
sovereignty.” He added, “We have a goal here of having the 
Afghans move into the lead and having us steadily pulling 
back.” 

Once the United States and its allies agree on the timing 
for the shift in mission —Defense Secretary Leon E. Panetta 
has already said that it will take place as early as mid-2013 — 
the administration must decide exactly when the remaining 
68,000 troops will come home. Already, debate there has 
fallen along familiar lines, according to the officials. 

Gen. John R. Allen, the commander of allied forces in 
Afghanistan, is expected to face tough questioning on the 
mission and the pace of withdrawal in Congressional hearings 
scheduled for next week. “The campaign is sound,” General 
Allen said in an interview on Monday with Wolf Blitzer of 
CNN. “It is solid. It does not contemplate, at this time, any 
form of an accelerated drawdown.” 

His comments were similar to those of Mr. Panetta, who 
told reporters on Monday while flying to Kyrgyzstan that the 
killings of Afghan civilians a day earlier would not undermine 
United States strategy in Afghanistan or speed up a planned 
drawdown of American troops over the next two years. 

One prominent supporter of the Afghan mission, Senator 
Lindsey Graham, Republican of South Carolina, warned that 
steep troop cuts before 2014 could jeopardize General Allen’s 
ability to carry out the mission. “You don’t put a man in 
charge of a war and undercut his ability to do his job,” Mr. 
Graham said in a telephone interview. 

The shootings on Sunday, and the burning of the Korans, 
come at a time when Afghans seem increasingly uncertain 
about their country’s fate once the Americans withdraw. 
Asylum applications to other countries are at an all-time high, 
while passport applications have overwhelmed the Afghan 
Foreign Ministry’s ability to process them. More than 500 
people line up outside the passport office in Kabul every 
morning even in the bitterest weather. 

Many respected Afghans have fled the country or lost 
their jobs, including the head of the country’s Central Bank 
and the deputy head of the Afghan Independent Human Rights 
Commission. Meanwhile, analysts say the Afghan economy 
appears more and more to be built on the Western aid that has 
enriched the country’s elite, who have taken much of the 
money out of the country. Cash moving through Kabul 
International Airport has gone up drastically in the past year, 
so that now about $4 billion is leaving the country, in a 
legitimate annual economy of about $15 billion. 

Little of that is expected to be mentioned publicly at the 
Chicago meeting. Mr. Obama and the NATO allies, European 
and American officials said, must instead present a picture of 
success that includes the possibility of reconciliation talks 
with the Taliban and a NATO withdrawal that is coming only 
after a job well done. 

“The critical issue in Chicago is for the president to make 
the case that the military picture is good, the insurgency has 
been weakened, and the Afghan security forces are ready to 
take over,” said Vali Nasr, a former State Department official 
under the Obama administration who worked on these issues. 
“And that reconciliation is under way.” 

Mr. Obama will be discussing the NATO mission in 
Afghanistan when he meets with Prime Minister David 
Cameron of Britain on Tuesday and Wednesday. A European 
official said Monday that it was imperative that the United 
States and its NATO partners project a public face to the 
Afghans that while NATO troops will be leaving Afghanistan, 
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the West will not abandon the country. “The most important thing now is the messaging,” the official said. 
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8. New PACOM Faces Expanded Duties, Budget Cuts 
(NAVY TIMES 12 MAR 12) ... Gidget Fuentes 

SAN DIEGO — The new head of U.S. Pacific Command, 
Adm. Samuel Locklear, takes the helm of a 325,000-strong 
force that’s poised to be the focus of a new strategy aimed at 
countering a rising China amid budget cuts that will stretch 
U.S. defense capabilities thinner. 

Locklear was sworn in March 9 at PACOM’s 
headquarters at Camp H.M. Smith in Hawaii, succeeding 
Adm. Robert Willard in leading the military’s largest unified 
combatant command. Willard, a veteran aviator and former 
Pacific Fleet commander, is retiring after a 39-year career. 

A year ago, Locklear led the NATO operation in Libya in 
his post as commander of Naval Forces Europe, Naval Forces 
Africa and the Allied Joint Force Command in Naples, Italy. 

His major challenge will be to execute a strategic “pivot” 
to a region that covers nearly half the globe on a budget set to 
shrink all four services and slow the Navy’s plans to replace 
its aging fleet — leading to longer deployments — while 
Asia’s defense spending, led by China, is poised to outstrip 
Europe’s for the first time. 

U.S. military leaders have been concerned for years about 
China’s rise as a global power, but have been forced to focus 
their attention on conflicts in the Middle East and South Asia. 
Meanwhile, friction between Beijing and neighboring 
countries has grown over China’s claims to territory and 
resources in the South China Sea. 

Other concerns include a nuclear-armed North Korea, 
whose stability is in doubt after the recent death of longtime 
leader Kim Jong Il, and natural disasters that frequently strike 
the region, along with instability from civil conflicts, terrorist 
attacks and piracy. 

A Changing Fleet 
Locklear, a 1977 Naval Academy graduate, rose as a 

surface warfare officer to command the destroyer Leftwich, 
Destroyer Squadron 2, the Nimitz Carrier Strike Group and 
San Diego-based 3rd Fleet. His most recent staff assignment 
was as the Navy’s programming director. 

The Senate confirmed Locklear on Feb. 17. A week 
earlier, during his confirmation hearing before the Senate 
Armed Services Committee, lawmakers expressed concerns 
that budget cuts would make his job harder. 

The Navy has proposed retiring two amphibious ships and 
seven cruisers earlier than planned, and delaying a new 
amphibious assault ship and two littoral combat ships. 

Sen. John McCain, R-Ariz., complained that those cuts 
would prevent the Navy from meeting its goal for a 313-ship 
fleet, and that not having a plan to compensate for the early 
retirements “only puts our goals ... at greater risk.” 

Locklear said “any number less than the stated 
requirement requires [combatant commanders] and me to 
manage the risk.” 

The Navy has been shifting its forces, including attack 
submarines, with 60 percent postured in the Pacific region. 
Changes include basing three LCS hulls in Singapore, along 
with a fleet in San Diego. Locklear told the committee that the 
high-speed, low-draft ships are “well-suited to littoral areas, 
particularly areas in the South China Sea.” 

Also, Virginia-class submarines provide more strategic 
firepower in the region amid the proliferation of quieter diesel-
electric submarines, Locklear said. 

Rising China 
U.S. defense cuts come as military spending in the Asia-

Pacific region, led by China, jumped 3.15 percent last year, 
according to the International Institute for Strategic Studies, a 
London-based independent think tank. 

Adding to fears about China’s rapid rise as a regional and 
global power are its continued missile development and plans 
to expand its blue-water navy, which includes a former Soviet 
aircraft carrier — the Varyag last year left port at least twice 
for sea trials — and the development of a carrier-based fighter 
jet. 

At his nomination hearing, Locklear expressed hope of a 
firm but supportive approach to build on the military-to-
military relationship between the two countries. 

“Both China and the U.S. have a strong stake in the peace 
and stability of the Asia-Pacific region,” he wrote in a 
response to committee questions. “Building a cooperative 
bilateral relationship will reduce the likelihood of a 
miscalculation, increase the clarity of Chinese strategic 
intentions and encourage mutual engagement in areas of 
common concerns.” 

On North Korea, Locklear said the transition of power 
from Kim Jong Il to his son, Kim Jong Un, is “so far so good, 
but it’s yet to be determined how this will play out in the mid- 
to long term.” 
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9. Air Wing Crew Flies Onto Enterprise 
USS Enterprise left Naval Station Norfolk Sunday 
(WAVY NBC NORFOLK 12 MAR 12) ... Art Kohn 

NORFOLK, Va. - The USS Enterprise is off on its final 
journey. 

While the carrier left port on Sunday, most of the air 
wing's crew wasn't aboard until Monday afternoon. 

10 on your side's Art Kohn and photojournalist Kenny 
Becker were the only media onboard as the planes arrived. 

View the video to watch the air wing fly onto the USS 
Enterprise. 

View Clip (RT: 2:06) 
Broadcast Clip - Father, Son Serve On 'Big E' 

Together 
The world's first nuclear aircraft carrier, USS Enterprise, 

left Norfolk Sunday for its final deployment. 
Only 10 On Your Side's Art Kohn and photojournalist 

Kenny Becker are onboard the vessel, where they met a father 
and son taking the final voyage together. 
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See the video to meet the Donalds. 
View Clip (RT: 2:32) 
Photos: Enterprise Carrier Strike Group Deployments 

(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 13 MAR 12) Bill Tiernan 
View Gallery (11 Photos) 
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10. Vicksburg Departs For Final Deployment 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 12 MAR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Nick C. Scott, Enterprise Carrier Strike Group 
Public Affairs 

USS VICKSBURG, At Sea -- Guided-missile cruiser USS 
Vicksburg (CG 69) departed its homeport of Mayport, Fla., 
Mar. 9 to make its final deployment, this time as part of the 
Enterprise Carrier Strike Group. 

Family members, friends and well-wishers gathered on 
the pier in the early morning hours to bid farewell to loved 
ones and wish them good luck. 

"This is the first time I've deployed," said Cryptologic 
Technician (Technical) 3rd Class Ronnie Mathis temporarily 
assigned to Vicksburg from the Nimitz-class aircraft carrier 
USS Theodore Roosevelt (CVN 71). 

"It was difficult to leave my six-week old daughter and 
wife behind, but the crew is really nice and is helping me get 
through it," said Mathis. 

Deploying can be challenging for a lot of Sailors, even 
seasoned veterans who still must make sure all affairs ashore 
are in order. 

"It doesn't really get any easier," said Navy Counselor 1st 
Class Brian S. Olinger, the career counselor aboard Vicksburg. 
"I've been in the Navy for 19 years and this is my fifth and 
final sea deployment. No one wants to leave their loved ones 
behind, but we have a mission." 

This deployment marks the end of Vicksburg's 20 years of 
service since its commissioning in 1992. 

"The mission must come first, the mission is why we are 
here in the first place," said Ensign Michael E. Fitzpatrick, 
first lieutenant for Vicksburg. "The crew understands that and 
they are very professional." 

Although this is the last deployment for Vicksburg, 
mission readiness is still the key to success. 

"We must not view this deployment in terms of being the 
last deployment," said Capt. Logan Jones, commanding officer 
of Vicksburg. "We are not looking for any final glory." 

Jones also said that "at the end of the day we know that 
we will have served with honor, but we must not react 
differently than we normally would in any given situation." 

Vicksburg's commanding officer is just one of the ship's 
crew looking forward to completing a successful deployment 
as part of the Enterprise Carrier Strike Group team. 

"I look forward to a deployment of working with 
maritime partners, flying missions and providing security," 
said Jones. "My job is to leave with 370 Sailors and return 
with 370 Sailors and that is what I intend to do." 

Vicksburg is scheduled to decommission in 2013. 
The Enterprise Carrier Strike Group is comprised of 

Enterprise, Carrier Air Wing 1, Destroyer Squadron 2, 
Vicksburg (CG 69), and guided-missile destroyers USS Porter 
(DDG 78), USS Nitze (DDG 94), and USS James E. Williams 
(DDG 95). 
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11. Essex Replacement Suffers Boiler Breakdown En Route To Sasebo 
(STARS AND STRIPES 13 MAR 12) 

SASEBO NAVAL BASE, Japan — The ship tasked with 
replacing the oft-ailing USS Essex stopped in Okinawa for 
repairs last week after experiencing some problems of its own, 
Navy officials confirmed Tuesday. 

The USS Bonhomme Richard, a Wasp-class amphibious 
assault ship that had a starring role in the recent Navy SEAL 
film “Act of Valor,” left its homeport of San Diego last month 
en route to its new home at Sasebo Naval Base. 

The ship underwent a series of costly upgrades prior to 
making the journey, a ship’s spokesman had said previously, 
including structural, network, and stability controls for rough 
seas. 

“USS Bonhomme Richard completed necessary boiler 
repairs (on Okinawa) satisfactorily,” said Task Force 76 

spokesman Lt. Colby Drake in an email to Stars and Stripes. 
The ship got back underway Monday, Drake said. 

Due to a high operational tempo, the Essex often missed 
routine maintenance, Navy officials have said, and it was 
unready for two major exercise commitments in a seven-
month span. The ship will be reassigned to U.S. 3rd Fleet 
rotational forces in San Diego next month. 

The Essex is not alone in its troubles. More than one-fifth 
of Navy ships fell short of combat readiness in the past two 
years, and fewer than half of the service’s deployed combat 
aircraft are ready for their missions at any given time, 
according to congressional testimony. This has alarmed sailors 
and politicians alike with China’s rise and deep defense cuts 
planned over the next decade. 
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12. Explosive Ordnance Disposal (EOD) Technician 
(YOUTUBE 12 MAR 12) ... U.S. Navy 

Navy EOD is about accountability. It's about ensuring the 
safety of others when the mission is on the line. Take a peek 
into the life of an EOD Technician and learn more about how 

they work together to eliminate threats and make the world a 
safer place. 

View Clip (RT: 3:53) 
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13. Connecticut Visits Yokosuka During Western Pacific Deployment 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 12 MAR 12) ... Lt. Lara Bollinger, Submarine Group 7 Public Affairs 

YOKOSUKA, Japan -- The Seawolf-class fast attack 
submarine USS Connecticut (SSN 22) arrived at Fleet 
Activities Yokosuka Mar. 9 for a visit as part of its 
deployment to the western Pacific. 

With a crew of approximately 148, Connecticut conducts 
a multitude of missions and showcases the latest capabilities 
of the submarine fleet. 

"Our mission is to be ready to employ USS Connecticut 
against maritime and land threads in defense of our nation and 
to protect the values of freedom and democracy around the 
world," said Cmdr. Ian L. Johnson, Connecticut's commanding 
officer. 

Measuring more than 353 feet long and weighing more 
than 9,100 tons when submerged, Connecticut is one of the 
quietest and tactically superior submarines in the world. As 
one of three Seawolf class submarines in the fleet, improved 
sound silencing makes Connecticut one of the quietest 
submarines ever built. This submarine is capable of supporting 
a multitude of missions, including anti-submarine warfare, 
anti-surface ship warfare, tactical land attack missile strike, 
intelligence, surveillance and reconnaissance, arctic operations 
and mine warfare. 

This is the second major deployment for this crew in the 
last year, and their first deployment to the western Pacific 
since 2010. 

"This is the best and most hard working crew that I have 
ever been associated with," said Master Chief Electronics 

Technician Troy Harrel, Connecticut's chief of the boat. "This 
port visit to Yokosuka will allow for a much deserved rest and 
relaxation for our Sailors, who have performed superbly 
during this deployment." 

For many of the crew members, this is their first time 
visiting Japan. 

"There are so many places to see and things to do in 
Japan," said Sonar Technician (Submarines) 3rd Class Aric 
Woods. "I am really looking forward to being introduced to a 
new culture, cuisine and scenery; basically I'm excited to see 
Japan." 

During this port visit, crew members will have an 
opportunity to interface with their submariner counterparts in 
the Japan Maritime Self Defense Force. 

"Port visits like Yokosuka show our commitment to the 
region and offer a great opportunity to develop the spirit of 
cooperation with our hosts in Japan," added Johnson. 

Connecticut last visited Yokosuka in 2010. 
The Seawolf-class submarine has the largest torpedo 

room and eight torpedo tubes. Connecticut's sonar suite 
employs some of the most advanced sensors and allows for 
rapid updates to constantly improve processing power. 
Connecticut was commissioned in December 1998. She is the 
fifth ship to be named in honor of the fifth state admitted into 
the union. Connecticut is homeported in Bremerton, Wash. 
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14. Britain To Join Obama In Discouraging A Strike On Iran 
(NEW YORK TIMES 13 MAR 12) ... Mark Landler and John F. Burns 

WASHINGTON — Britain will add its voice to President 
Obama’s in discouraging an Israeli military strike on Iran 
when Prime Minister David Cameron begins a three-day visit 
here this week, a senior British diplomat said Monday. 

“The prime minister is pretty clear that he does not think 
military action against Iran would be helpful,” the diplomat, 
Peter Westmacott, Britain’s recently appointed ambassador to 
the United States, told reporters. “We do not regard that as the 
right way forward in the months to come.” 

Mr. Cameron, he said, supports Mr. Obama’s vow that 
Iran will not be allowed to acquire nuclear weapons. And, like 
the president, the prime minister believes military force must 
be preserved as an option. But an Israeli strike, Mr. 
Westmacott said, could “unleash a whole variety of different 
consequences” and might backfire by strengthening the 
Iranian regime and the resolve of the Iranian people to acquire 
nuclear status. 

“We are, all of us, concerned about what might flow from 
a decision to take precipitate military action,” he said. 

Mr. Cameron, in his talks with Mr. Obama, is expected to 
press for tighter diplomatic and economic sanctions, said a 
senior British official in London. “There’s a lot more to be 
done to turn up the pressure, to turn up the dial,” said the 
official, who spoke on condition of anonymity to discuss the 
talks with the White House. 

Speaking to reporters on Monday, Mr. Cameron said, 
“The Iranian situation is vital, in terms of trying to 
demonstrate to the world, and in particular to the Iranians, our 
continued road of sanctions, the pressure that’s got further to 
run, and that we’re going to push that as hard as we can.” 

Mr. Cameron is to arrive in the United States on Tuesday, 
a week after Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu of Israel 
traveled to Washington to rally American support for a 
potential military confrontation with Iran. While Mr. 
Netanyahu told Mr. Obama that Israel had not decided to carry 
out an attack, administration officials said, he expressed fears 
that the window for diplomacy and sanctions was closing. 

Mr. Obama urged Mr. Netanyahu not to give up on 
nonmilitary options, though he reaffirmed Israel’s sovereign 
right to defend itself, and he explicitly renounced a policy of 
containing a nuclear-armed Iran. Prime Minister Cameron, 
Mr. Westmacott said, agreed with that policy. 

Britain has been less fixated than the United States on talk 
of war with Iran, in part because of the American presidential 
election campaign, in which Republicans candidates have 
criticized Mr. Obama’s policy as not being tough enough on 
Tehran. Supporters of Israel gathered last week in Washington 
for a conference of the pro-Israel lobbying group the 
American Israel Public Affairs Committee. 

Mr. Cameron said he believed that Mr. Obama’s warnings 
during Mr. Netanyahu’s visit about the consequences of an 
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Israeli strike on Iran had “changed the situation,” in terms of 
its likelihood. As for Britain, he said, “We’ve been very clear: 
If there was an Israeli strike, we wouldn’t support them.” 

Britain’s voice is important because the nation is a close 
ally of the United States in dealing with Iran, as well as other 
regional trouble spots, including Syria, where its diplomatic 
role is central. Britain currently holds the rotating 
chairmanship of the United Nations Security Council, which 
has struggled to pass a resolution that would halt President 
Bashar al-Assad’s deadly attacks on civilians in Homs. 

Mr. Westmacott made clear that Britain would not lead 
any effort to arm Syrian rebels or marshal a military 
intervention in the country. Lacking a consensus in the 
Security Council, with Russia continuing to oppose military 
action, he said there was no mandate to act. And he said that 
taking on Syria, with robust air defenses and a well-trained 

army, would require a much greater level of force than the 
Libya action had. 

“The conditions are not the same,” Mr. Westmacott said. 
Intervening in Syria, he said, would require “a very substantial 
commitment of equipment and of troops.” 

Mr. Obama, returning the hospitality he received on his 
visit to Britain last May, plans to give Mr. Cameron full 
ruffles and flourishes, with a state dinner at the White House 
on Wednesday. But the highlight may be a road trip to Dayton, 
Ohio, where the two leaders will watch a first-round game in 
the N.C.A.A. basketball tournament, featuring Western 
Kentucky and Mississippi Valley State. 

The game was the White House’s idea, Mr. Westmacott 
said, adding that Mr. Cameron was familiarizing himself with 
March Madness. He will presumably also get a primer on the 
value of visiting Ohio, a swing state, in an election year. 
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15. East China Sea Pact Does Little To Defuse Tensions Between Japan And China 
(STARS AND STRIPES 12 MAR 12) ... Wyatt Olson 

YOKOTA AIR BASE, Japan — When China and Japan 
reached a momentous agreement over a contested area in the 
East China Sea four years ago, the so-called 2008 Consensus 
dubbed the shared body of water “a sea of peace, cooperation 
and friendship.” 

The agreement was expected to slowly defuse long-
standing tensions by paving the way for a joint development 
zone in a small area midway between the countries. In 
addition, Japan was to invest in China’s ongoing petroleum 
exploration of the Chunxiao gas field. Although the rigs are 
located on China’s side of a theoretical midway between the 
countries, Japan had feared that drilling would syphon 
petroleum lying beneath its waters. 

Today, a more apt nautical metaphor for the consensus is 
— in the words of one Japan analyst — “dead in the water.” 

Official protests from both sides have ratcheted up 
quickly in the new year. 

Japan’s recent announcement that it was giving names to 
39 uninhabited atolls in the East China Sea, some claimed by 
China, brought a storm of protest from Beijing. Japan soon 
fired back over indications that China had begun extracting 
gas and oil from the Chunxiao field — before Japan has 
invested in the operation. 

Furthermore, China has stepped up surveillance flights 
over the East China Sea, and Japan has beefed up coast guard 
patrols since the December arrest of a Chinese fishing boat 
captain after a six-hour chase. In late February, a Chinese ship 
blocked Japanese coast guard vessels engaged in marine 
surveying near the Chunxiao field. 

Washington has historically avoided being drawn into 
Japan’s island sovereignty claims. As China pushes more 
aggressively into the East China Sea, U.S. forces might be 
compelled to greater involvement. The Obama administration 
has made it clear that it wants to shift its military focus to the 
Pacific, and most experts agree that a rising China is a large 
reason for that. 

Amid these growing tensions, Chinese Prime Minister 
Wen Jiabao met with Japan’s foreign minister, Yoshihiko 
Noda, in Tokyo in December and discussed a host of issues. 
The topic of East China Sea co-development warranted only a 

boilerplate public pronouncement that the countries should 
work together. 

“The actual tone of the diplomatic exchanges, if that’s the 
word for them, has been more oriented toward protest rather 
than cooperation,” said Clive Schofield, director of research 
and associate professor at the Australian Center for Ocean 
Resources and Security at the University of Wollongong, 
Australia. “I think the 2008 agreement was probably made in 
good faith but was the high tide of what each side could bring 
itself to agree to.” 

Progress has been hampered in part by Japan’s wariness 
over China’s swelling and more assertive navy. China wants 
to increase its military capabilities in the East China Sea to 
eclipse the U.S. presence in Japan, according to a report on 
China’s naval capabilities published last month by the 
National Institute for Defense Studies, a research arm of 
Japan’s Ministry of Defense. The report expects that China 
will exhibit a more “assertive attitude” in the East China Sea 
as its military power improves. 

Susumu Yabuki, professor emeritus at Yokohama City 
University, told NHK Online that China’s aim in building the 
Chunxiao drilling rig isn’t only to retrieve petroleum, but also 
to build a structure near the median boundary line so its navy 
could protect it. In this way, China would expand control over 
the region. 

Any agreement between China and Japan is always 
negotiated with the backdrop of historical animosities, 
Schofield said. In particular, the countries make competing 
claims of sovereignty over the Senkaku Islands — called the 
Diaoyu Islands by China — about 230 miles west of Okinawa. 
The dispute over the islands, now in Japan’s possession, has 
overshadowed the potential benefits of mutual development. 

Eric Heginbotham, a senior East Asia analyst with the 
RAND Corp., said he believes the sovereignty issue has 
become so intractable that the only way mutual development 
could move forward would be to separate the two. That’s 
happened before in the region, he said, with Thailand and 
Malaysia establishing a joint development zone around 
disputed islands, though not resolving sovereignty. It took 
more than a decade to move from agreement to operation. 
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Little more than volcanic rock, the Senkaku Islands have 
slight intrinsic value, but Japan considers them essential in 
establishing its 230-mile exclusive economic zone in the East 
China Sea, a concept defined by the United Nations Law of 
the Sea. 

The East China Sea isn’t wide enough to allow each 
country with shoreline to claim a full exclusive economic zone 
(the Koreas and Taiwan also have exclusive economic zone 
rights in the sea). For that reason, countries must compromise 
and agree on a boundary line. China and Japan have been 
unable to agree on that. 

Japan had long been in favor of using an equidistant point 
between the nations as a boundary, Schofield said. Meanwhile, 
China has been claiming a boundary much closer to Japan 
based on “natural prolongation,” meaning that it claims rights 
to all sea above the continental shelf that extends from its 
shores, he said. This would bring China’s exclusive economic 
zone almost to the shoreline of Japan’s Ryukyu Islands. 

Some Japanese academics are saying that Japan never 
officially accepted the equidistant-boundary concept, and that 
the nation should have a full 230-mile exclusive economic 
zone, Schofield said. This more aggressive stance would 
create a boundary line far into the waters on China’s side of 
the theoretical equidistant line. 

“If anything, the dispute seems to be getting worse rather 
than better, despite the high point we reached in 2008,” he 
said. 

Domestic politics and nationalism in each nation haven’t 
left leaders much wiggle room. 

For much of the Chinese public, the 2008 Consensus is 
considered “a betrayal of China” and compromises its national 
interests, said Nong Hong, an associate research professor 
with the National Institute for South China Sea Studies, which 
operates under China’s Foreign Ministry. 

China’s controlling Communist Party has done little to 
discourage this attitude. In January, the People’s Daily, 
considered an official mouthpiece for the party, described the 
Senkaku Islands as one of China’s “core interests.” The party 
has been historically rigid when dealing with core interests, 
which also include Tibet and Taiwan. 

Nationalism runs high in Japan also. 
“I think conservatives and rightists in Japan will object to 

Tokyo ever becoming a shareholder in mainland China’s gas 
exploration,” said Peter K.H. Yu, a professor of marine affairs 
at National Quemoy University in Taiwan. “They want the 
opposite relationship — that is, Beijing becoming a 
shareholder in Tokyo’s exploration.” 

Heginbotham said Japan likely believes it would lose 
more than it would gain by investing in China’s Chunxiao 
petroleum exploration. 

“The Japanese may agree on the political level, but when 
they actually try to implement this, it basically involves 
accepting the status quo,” Heginbotham said. “At a minimum, 
it means accepting the location of those drilling rigs.” 
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16. China’s Claim Sparks Maritime Security Concerns 
‘Seoul should enhance naval capabilities to keep China and Japan in check’ 
(KOREA HERALD 12 MAR 12) ... Song Sang-Ho 

China’s renewed claim to jurisdiction over Ieodo, a 
submerged rock south of Jeju Island, has sparked concerns 
here over whether South Korea is sufficiently prepared to 
handle any contingencies threatening its maritime security. 

In a diplomatic step, Seoul’s Foreign Ministry called in an 
official from the Chinese Embassy here on Monday, saying 
that South Korea would sternly deal with any moves to 
exercise jurisdiction over the rock. 

The Chinese official reportedly repeated Beijing’s stance 
that Ieodo is within its exclusive economic zone ― 200 
nautical miles, or 370 kilometers, from its coastline. 

The rock in question is in the overlapping EEZ of the two 
countries. But South Korea says it is within its EEZ given that 
it is located 149 kilometers southwest of Korea’s 
southernmost island of Marado, while China’s nearest island 
of Yushandao is 287 kilometers away. 

The jurisdictional claim served as a wake-up call to South 
Korea, which has focused primarily on deterring North Korea 
while paying less attention to possible maritime threats from 
neighboring states such as China and Japan. 

Since 2006, Chinese President Hu Jintao has stressed the 
importance of securing maritime sovereignty, sought to 
increase public awareness of it and significantly increased its 
investment into bolstering naval capabilities. 

China is now reportedly preparing to put into service its 
first aircraft carrier “Varyag,” which was bought from Ukraine 
in 1998, sometime this year, in what observers call a move to 
bolster its maritime ambitions. 

Zhang Xinsen, Chinese ambassador to South Korea, is 
about to get in a car to leave the Korean Foreign Ministry after 
having a meeting with Kim Jae-shin, South Korea’s deputy 
minister for political affairs, over the issue of Ieodo, in Seoul 
on Monday. 

On Monday, citing a senior navy official, People’s Daily, 
the newspaper of China’s Communist Party, carried an article 
making it official that the carrier will be commissioned this 
year. It is also reported that China plans to build two nuclear-
powered carriers by 2015. 

Stressing that Korea should keep tabs on China’s 
movements at sea, experts say China’s principal motivation to 
expand its maritime interests is to secure resources to feed its 
1.3 billion people and power its economy. 

“Its degree of dependence on foreign trade is around 60 
percent and it imports 43 percent of its oil consumption. Most 
of the imports came through maritime routes,” said Kang Hyo-
baik, vice dean of Graduate School International Legal Affairs 
at Kyunghee University. 

“As it lacks energy to continue its economic growth, it 
cannot help but take interest in developing maritime energy 
sources. Thus, it appears that its strategy to expand its 
maritime sphere of influence is essential.” 

Amid Beijing’s moves to bolster its sea power, South 
Korea is now engaged in what appears to be an ideological 
fight over the ongoing construction of a strategic naval base 
on the southern resort island of Jeju. 

South Korea’s government and Navy maintain that the 
base is crucial for protecting sea lanes of communication and 
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quickly responding to any contingencies that could occur 
within its territorial waters. 

But left-wing politicians and activists have stepped up 
their offensive against it, arguing that the base will hurt the 
island’s ecosystem and tourism, tarnish its image of peace and 
result in its militarization. 

They also argue that the base will be used for the U.S. 
military and could spark regional tension between China and 
the U.S. 

“In Northeast Asia, very critical military situations are 
unfolding. (The naval base issue) should not descend into an 
ideological dispute. This is a security issue and an issue 
concerning our survival,” said professor Kang. 

Security experts here said that South Korea should get a 
full grasp of what China’s maritime expansion means, and that 
it should bolster naval capabilities. 

“As China is to commission its first aircraft carrier in the 
near future, we now face the reality of how to deal with such 
developments. Our concerns (about China’s expanding naval 
might) are becoming a reality,” said Lim Han-kyu, adjunct 

professor at Hyupsung University who served as vice chief of 
the Naval Education and Training Command from 2006-2007. 

South Korea has only three Aegis-equipped 7,600-ton 
destroyers and one 14,000-ton amphibious landing ship 
Dokdo, which are capable of conducting broader-range, 
overseas operations. 

Lim estimates that Seoul needs to have at least six Aegis-
equipped destroyers for long-distance operations to counter 
possible threats from outside forces, given that several of the 
vessels should sit idle rotationally for maintenance. 

“With China seeking to have aircraft carriers, we also 
need to possess at least a small-scale carrier. To enhance our 
naval capabilities, we also need effective deterrence assets 
such as nuclear-powered submarines capable of keeping China 
and Japan in check,” Lim said. 

“With Confucianism rooted in our society, people have 
valued human life, regarding sea as threatening life. So people 
shun the sea and sailors. During the past military governments, 
the Army generals led the country with its policy focus on the 
Army. This is part of the reason (that our naval capacity is not 
sufficient).” 
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17. China To Conduct First Northern Sea Route Expedition 
(RIA NOVOSTI 13 MAR 12) 

China will conduct its fifth Arctic expedition between 
July and September via the Northeast Passage, the country's 
first attempt through the shipping route also known as the 
Northern Sea Route, Xinhua reported on Monday. 

The expedition aboard the Xuelong (Snow Dragon) 
icebreaker will carry out oceanic, atmospheric, sea-ice and 
marine life research in the Arctic region, Liu Cigui, director of 
the State Oceanic Administration, said. 

"If the expedition goes according to plan it will also be 
the first time for a Chinese icebreaker to reach the Barents 
Sea," Liu said. 

Previously, China carried out four expeditions in the 
Arctic, in 1999, 2003, 2008 and 2010. 

Starting in April, China will send researchers to the 
Yellow River Station in the Svalbard archipelago of Norway 
for the Arctic research missions. 

There are two routes available through the ice-choked 
Arctic Ocean, the Northwest Passage and the Northeast 
Passage. 

The Northwest Passage goes through the cold Arctic 
waters north of Canada, and the Northeast Passage extends 
along the northern coast of Russia. 
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18. The Head of the Royal Canadian Navy Says There’s No Need To Deploy More Ships to the Pacific 
(OTTAWA CITIZEN (CANADA) 12 MAR 12) ... David Pugliese 

The U.S. Navy, and military is focusing more of its 
attention towards the Pacific, noting the shift of economic 
power and, some would argue military power, to the region, 
particularly with China. 

During a recent Senate defence committee meeting 
Conservative Senator Don Plett noted that the U.S. Strategic 
Defence Review placed greater emphasis on Asia-Pacific 
operations as a counter to China’s growing power and 
influence. Plett wondered whether the Royal Canadian Navy 
should be making a similar shift and put that question to Vice-
Admiral Paul Maddison, head of the RCN. (This is certainly a 
recommendation that naval officers such as now retired Rear 
Admiral Tyrone Pile and Rear Admiral Roger Girouard have 
argued for a long time.) 

But Maddison doesn’t see it that way. He argued that the 
“Canadian navy has been as present as we could be in the 
Indo-Pacific, specifically Southeast and Southwest Asia, for 
many years, decades.” 

He went on to detail a number of deployments, such as 
HMCS Ottawa operating off the coast of Australia last year. In 
addition, he pointed out that the navy’s largest exercise will be 
at the upcoming RIMPAC exercise scheduled this summer in 
Hawaii. 

“That is a long way of saying that I believe we have 
balanced – to the best of our ability – the ships that we have 
and the sea days that we have with the opportunities to work 
alongside our allies in the Pacific, in the European NATO area 
and, of course, in other areas of the world, such as, 
increasingly in the past 20 years, the Persian Gulf; the Indian 
Ocean; the Caribbean, especially in the counter-narcotics 
mission; and in the Arctic,” he explained. “It is a question of 
balancing all of these priorities to get maximum strategic 
effect for Canada.” 

Is he right? Or should there be more of a shift of naval 
assets on the East Coast over to the West Coast? 
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19. Policy Paralysis Hits India's Submarine Manufacturing Plans 
(TIMES OF INDIA 12 MAR 12) ... Rajat Pandit 

NEW DELHI - India's submarine manufacturing plans 
remain stuck in a debilitating policy paralysis despite China 
and Pakistan systematically adding teeth to their underwater 
combat capabilities. 

After going around in circles for two years, it's back to 
square one as far as the proposed over Rs 50,000 crore 
'Project-75 India' to construct six new-generation conventional 
submarines, armed with both land-attack missile capabilities 
and air-independent propulsion (AIP) for greater underwater 
endurance, is concerned. 

Defence acquisitions council headed by A K Antony, on 
its part, has now given a fresh go-ahead to the naval proposal 
to directly import two of the six diesel-electric stealth 
submarines from the foreign collaborator eventually selected 
for P-75 India. The remaining four boats will be built at 
Mazagon Docks (MDL) at Mumbai and Hindustan Shipyard 
Ltd (HSL) at Visakhapatnam after transfer of technology. 

This marks a return to the original decision taken in early-
2010, which had run aground due to squabbling between Navy 
and MoD's defence production department. "P-75 India should 
have got going several years ago. With so much delay in even 
finalizing its contours, India cannot hope to induct these 
submarines anytime before 2022 at the earliest now,” said a 
source. 

With MoD deciding to keep the private sector out of the 
immediate submarine production plans, a scramble is in 
progress to "ready” the case for fresh approval by CCS. "The 
global tender (request for proposal) can only be floated after 
the CCS nod since two submarines have to be imported. 

Moreover, the AoN (acceptance of necessity) for P-75 India 
lapses in August,” said the source. 

Navy, incidentally, had all along pushed for importing the 
first two submarines to make up for lost time. But others in the 
defence establishment argued the 30-year submarine building 
plan, as approved by Cabinet Committee on Security (CCS) in 
July 1999, envisaged that all 24 vessels would be 
manufactured in India, the first 12 with transfer of technology 
from foreign collaborators and the next 12 indigenously. 

But 13 years later, not even one new submarine is 
anywhere close to induction. Even Project-75, under which six 
French Scorpene submarines are being constructed at MDL 
for Rs 23,562 crore, is running three years behind the original 
2012-2017 induction schedule. 

Second, there were major differences on the shipyards, 
public as well as private, that would execute the second line of 
submarines under P-75I. After three committees over two 
years, first led by a joint secretary, then the defence secretary 
and finally by technocrat V Krishnamurthy, which also 
assessed the capabilities of private shipyards like L&T, 
Pipavav and ABG, and intervention by the PMO, the end 
result has come to naught. 

Amid all this rigmarole, India is left with just 10 ageing 
Russian Kilo-class and four German HDW submarines, with 
just over half of them being fully operational at any given 
time. Projections show only five of the existing 14 submarines 
will be operational by 2020. India, even with six new 
Scorpenes by then, will remain far short of the minimum of 18 
conventional submarines required to deter Pakistan and China. 
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20. Sri Lanka’s Potential Oil Reserves Spark Global Interest 
The Mannar Basin is believed to hold vast reserves of oil that many companies are keen tap into 
(BBC NEWS 12 MAR 12) ... Charles Haviland 

As hopes grow in Sri Lanka that viable reserves of oil are 
about to be discovered in its seawaters, commentators are 
speculating about the intentions of India, China and Russia in 
prospecting for it. 

Recent Indian media reports suggested that India does not 
want countries other than itself and Sri Lanka to get involved 
in oil exploration in the Palk Strait between the two countries. 
But these have not been confirmed. 

Meanwhile the Sri Lankan government says it is 
"confident" that traces of petroleum in its waters will have 
commercial value. 

And it wants a variety of companies and countries to 
prospect for it. 

'Quite Confident' 
Sri Lanka has never produced oil but after the end of its 

civil war it is reviving the quest for it. 
Plans were boosted late last year when natural gas was 

discovered in two out of three wells sunk in its portion of the 
Mannar Basin - the sea area due west of the island. 

The wells were sunk by Cairn Lanka, a wholly-owned 
subsidiary of the private company Cairn India in which Cairn 
UK has a minority holding. 

Cairn has prospecting rights in one out of the 15 blocks 
being seriously considered for petroleum. Ten of these lie in 
the Mannar Basin and five in the Cauvery Basin further north. 

It won the rights through an open bidding in 2007 and is 
now conducting further exploration while assessments are 
made of the viability of the gas deposits which also contain 
light oil reserves. 

"We're quite confident that the Mannar Basin holds 
commercial reserves of petroleum," the director-general of Sri 
Lanka's Petroleum Resources Development Secretariat, Saliya 
Wickramasuriya, told the BBC. 

"We now want to accelerate investment and development 
here based on the Cairn finds." 

There is optimism because the Indian portion of the 
Cauvery Basin has yielded oil deposits for several decades. 
More than 30 wells operate there and a Canadian company has 
rights over 1,360 sq km. 

'Diversity Of Investors' 
A few years ago Colombo offered a block each to the 

Indian and Chinese governments free of charge, but they 
failed to take up the offer. 

Things now seem to be different. 
Mr Wickramasuriya says India's state-owned oil 

company, ONGC-Videsh, has visited Sri Lanka in recent 
weeks and wants to prospect in both the Mannar and Cauvery 
basins. It has made investment proposals which Colombo is 
still considering. 
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He denies the Indians have stipulated who else should be 
allowed to apply and says Sri Lanka is strongly interested in 
working with ONGC whose bid he describes as "logical" and, 
coming from a neighbouring country, attractive. 

"They've a lot of experience. Their knowledge is more 
than ours - they have a lot of seismic knowledge. And they 
have the funding - if we're picking partners, they tick the 
boxes. 

"But we'd like to see a diversity of investors." 
He says several are interested - ranging from Russia's 

state-owned Gazprom and Vietnam's state-owned PVEP to the 
private French giant Total and smaller independents from 
Australia, the U.S. and European countries. 

He did not confirm any special interest from China but 
said Sri Lanka will "write to the whole world,” including 
China, to attract bids. 

Successful bidders will have to pay oil royalties and steep 
taxes to Sri Lanka in return for their licences. 

China Factor 
Asantha Sirimanne, editor of Lanka Business Online, 

believes China is in general "very keen to get mineral rights" 
and may prefer to be assigned a block than to bid for one. 

He says Gazprom officials have met the Sri Lankan 
authorities both here and in Russia within the past nine months 
and believes that as close international allies of Sri Lanka both 
China and Russia will have "lots of leverage" if they are 
seriously seeking exploration rights. 

India's ONGC-Videsh, one of the companies being linked 
to exploration in the Mannar Basin China is extending huge 

loans to Sri Lanka for post-war infrastructure development, 
with Chinese workers doing much of the construction on 
seaports, a new airport, highway and railway extension 
projects and power stations. 

Colombo is fulsome in its praise for Beijing, which it now 
says is its largest development partner. Last week as its 
defence secretary visited Beijing, Sri Lanka said bilateral 
relations were at an "unprecedented" high. 

Indian-financed projects in Sri Lanka have been slower to 
get off the ground and Mr Sirimanne believes India may be 
concerned at any Chinese interest in the oil rush, China being 
its great regional rival and Sri Lanka being right on India's 
doorstep. 

One extra factor is that another block seen as having 
hydrocarbon potential has been earmarked off southern Sri 
Lanka, close to the massive Chinese-funded Hambantota port. 

Mr Wickramasuriya admitted that in Indian eyes the 
Mannar Basin is essentially shared between India and Sri 
Lanka and said any prospecting in the area by other countries 
would be closely monitored to ensure that it did not extend 
beyond oil exploration. 

The authorities say they hope the Mannar and Cauvery 
blocks will all be allocated by nomination or by open bidding 
in two phases this year and next. 

As a reassurance to the Indian oil giant, he said it was 
quite possible that exploration rights in some blocks might be 
awarded to ONGC-Videsh on a nomination basis. 
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PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
21. Manpower Official Plans Worldwide Outreach Effort 
(NAVY TIMES 19 MAR 12) ... Mark D. Faram 

The Navy’s assistant secretary for manpower and reserve 
affairs, Juan Garcia, will be on the road for much of the next 
month, carrying his message to the fleet. 

“It is incumbent on Navy leaders such as myself to speak 
directly with sailors and to personally give the Navy’s 
message of developing resiliency that is core to the 21st 
Century Sailor and Marine initiative,” Garcia said. “During a 
period of significant transition, with a new strategy, new 
budget and major force-shaping initiatives, I want to dispel 
bad gouge and give our sailors the ground truth on the issues 
they care about, like [enlisted retention boards], Perform to 
Serve, and tuition assistance.” By the end of March, Garcia 
plans to have visited sailors in Germany, the Horn of Africa, 
the Middle East and Europe. 

Garcia doesn’t just want to talk. 
“I hope to hear firsthand, directly from our sailors, what 

they need to help them be ready, safe, physically fit, free of 

any barriers to achievement and able to serve in the capacity 
that suits them best,” he said. “The feedback I receive will be 
invaluable to the secretary of the Navy as we look for ways to 
build and improve on the 21st Century Sailor and Marine 
initiative.” According to Lt. Matt Allen, spokesman for the 
Navy at the Pentagon, it’s not unusual for someone in Garcia’s 
position to be so visible, though he was unable to say whether 
Garcia’s schedule outpaces that of any of his predecessors. 

“I can’t tell you with any certainty how the current 
schedule of town halls compares to previous assistant 
secretaries for manpower and reserve affairs,” Allen said. 
“What I can tell you is Secretary Garcia is going to do 
everything he can to explain to importance of the resiliency 
initiatives and to thank as many sailors as possible for their 
service along the way.” 

Return to Index 
 

22. Job Search Firm To Help Sailors Booted By ERBs 
(NAVY TIMES 19 MAR 12) ... William H. McMichael 

NAVAL STATION NORFOLK, Va. — There may not 
be much the Navy can do to assuage sailors who feel betrayed 
over their involuntary separation by last year’s enlisted 
retention boards, but a new paycheck certainly could help. 

The Navy is offering free professional job search 
assistance — by a firm that claims it places more than 90 
percent of its clients — along with other benefits to the 2,941 
E-4 through E-8 sailors in 31 ratings being separated by last 
year’s two ERBs. 
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Officials say about 1,600 of those sailors have contacted 
the firm about the job search help, which comes atop the 
Navy’s standard separation benefits: separation pay, 180 days 
of continued Tricare health care, two years of commissary and 
exchange privileges, and other assistance. 

The benefits were being touted by a traveling Navy 
Personnel Command fleet engagement team that briefed 
sailors and spouses on post-ERB matters during a two-month 
string of visits to Navy-rich areas from Japan to Norfolk. 

Sailors in attendance at one of the final briefings in the 
series, however, seemed to want to know more about why 
they’d been separated than the benefits they qualify for. 
Judging from the questions at the March 6 session in Norfolk, 
it was the likely the first time many sailors had the opportunity 
to ask someone outside their chain of command about the 
process. 

The Navy anticipated that reaction; the briefing begins 
with a slide that reads, “Why an ERB?” “We did think that 
they deserved an explanation,” said the briefer, Capt. Steve 
Holmes, director of military community management out of 
Millington, Tenn. 

Specifics on the reasons for selection weren’t 
forthcoming; Holmes explained that board deliberations, 
whether for promotion or separation, are considered 
proprietary. The subjects of such boards hear only the results. 
Holmes defended their use, saying boards “are probably the 
most fair process the Navy has got.” That didn’t stop those in 
attendance from peppering Holmes with questions about the 
fairness of the ERB process: Why is the Navy forcing 3,000 
sailors out, yet recruiting new sailors? “You’ve got to keep a 
steady flow of accessions,” Holmes said, adding that the 
affected ratings were becoming so overpopulated that it would 
be affecting “the Navy’s ability to grow” in future years. 

One sailor said he knows another who was his 
command’s ranking sailor of the year – “never been in trouble, 
never got an NJP,” he said. 

“What I don’t know and what you don’t know is what 
else is in his record,” Holmes replied. 

“Why are we not asking people if they want to get out?” 
asked the spouse of an affected sailor, saying there probably 
were sailors who would like to be released early from their 
contracts. 

“There was a voluntary program,” Holmes said. “But it 
wasn’t getting us where we needed to go.” Afterward, Holmes 
said the comments weren’t unusual. “This is pretty typical of 
what we’ve seen elsewhere.” Some of the questions, he said, 
have driven changes in involuntary separation policy on 

matters such as short-term extensions for the use of certain 
benefits. Involuntarily separating sailors, for instance, can get 
a waiver to use the Navy’s online program that locates civilian 
credentials related to a sailor’s rating — Credentialing 
Opportunities Online, or COOL — which normally is limited 
to those with more than year of service remaining, Holmes 
said. 

Skills, Flexibility Key To Job Search 
Separating sailors with the most to sell to civilian 

employers, not surprisingly, are those with technical training. 
“Those with skills are in high demand,” said Mike 

McCalip, a retired fleet master chief petty officer and a 
representative of the Navy’s contracted outplacement firm, 
Challenger, Gray & Christmas, after speaking here. “We are 
very confident that any of these sailors that want jobs that are 
in the advanced tech fields” — electronics technicians and 
aviation electronics technicians are two examples he cited — 
“that they’ll have jobs.” Sailors being forced out who lack 
high-tech skills are still find-ing work through the placement 
firm, McCalip said, citing the case of a personnel specialist 
who landed his “dream” job in law enforcement. 

“What the police department was looking for was his 
leadership skills,” McCalip said. “And they knew that as a 
veteran, no matter what rate you are, that you deliver 
leadership and supervisory management skills at a level that’s 
unmatched by people who are their age.” The job search 
assistance, first offered in early January, includes a 
personalized skills inventory analysis, job search assistance, 
interview preparation such as counseling on how to negotiate 
for salary, and other services that normally would not be 
inexpensive. 

McCalip said successful job searches are often tied to 
flexibility. “People talk about a tough job market? The reason 
it’s a tough job market is because people aren’t willing to 
move sometimes — they’re not willing to go where the jobs 
are,” McCalip said. “That’s one of the things we really help 
them do in the coaching piece, is getting them to think about 
opening up their mind and living wherever there’s a good 
job.” Despite the resentment briefers encountered during the 
post-ERB sessions, Holmes said his listeners generally seem 
to be looking ahead and trying to put their remaining time in 
the service to good use. Unless granted an up to 90-day 
waiver, sailors selected via an ERB must leave the service by 
Sept. 1. 

“I certainly see sailors being proactive … they’ve 
developed a plan,” Holmes said. “And that’s exactly what 
we’re trying to emphasize here.” 

Return to Index 
 

23. Active-Duty Downsizing Should Benefit Reserve Forces, Board Says 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 12 MAR 12) ... Lisa Daniel 

WASHINGTON – A policy board plans to ask Defense 
Secretary Leon E. Panetta to highlight service in the reserve 
forces as a good option for outgoing active-duty members 
during downsizing. 

In its first official action with broader membership and a 
direct line to the secretary, the Reserve Forces Policy Board 
agreed March 8 to send eight recommendations to Panetta to 
encourage National Guard and reserve service for people 
leaving active duty. The fiscal 2013 defense budget request 

calls for the military to reduce its end strength by 5.5 percent 
in the next five years. 

Retired Marine Corps Maj. Gen. Arnold L. Punaro, who 
chairs the board, said a force reduction letter the secretary sent 
to the services last month included 12 objectives in the 
drawdown, but did not mention the National Guard and 
reserves. 

Air Force Maj. Gen. Anita Gallentine, a reserve 
mobilization augmentee who heads the board’s continuum of 
service subcommittee, said the Defense Department should 
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learn from past drawdown mistakes that discouraged active 
duty members from joining the reserve components. In the 
post-Cold War drawdown, she said, programs helped service 
members become civilian teachers and police officers and 
offered bonuses for troops to leave active duty, but they had to 
pay the bonuses back if they entered the Guard and reserves. 

Gallentine noted that the reserve forces now are more of 
an operational force than their traditional status as a strategic 
reserve, and other members of the 20-member board spoke of 
the need to preserve those operational capabilities and training 
investments. 

Gallentine said the military pay and personnel system 
does not allow for an easy transition into the reserve forces, 
and noted that many benefits are not portable. Past efforts in 
the Defense Department to improve continuum of service, she 
added, have “buckled under their own weight.” 

“We believe that there is a lot of work that needs to be 
done in those over-arching areas,” she said, adding that 
reserve centers should offer more widespread support for 
reservists, modeled after active-duty deployment centers. 

The board also agreed to send these recommendations to 
the secretary regarding homeland defense: 

 Policy changes to accelerate the use of reserve forces 
to respond to disasters; 

 Guidance that training exercises can be used to 
support disaster relief and other missions, such as 
when the National Guard pre-positioned forces 
leading up to Hurricane Irene in 2010; 

 Guidance that will allow state leaders better 
predictability for calling up forces under Title 32, 
which has been used 13 times in the past nine years; 

 Increase from 75 to 90 percent the amount the 
Federal Emergency Management Agency would 
reimburse states for National Guard disaster relief 
operations; 

 Give consistency to protections and benefits states 
give National Guard members. 

Also, the board requested that DOD review the law on the 
department’s disaster reimbursement fund to ask Congress to 
stipulate it for domestic use only. “If we don’t limit it to 
domestic use, it becomes a State Department get-well fund,” 
Punaro said. 
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24. MPTE Selects 2011 Sailor Of The Year 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 12 MAR 12) ... Electronics Technician Seaman Russell Tracy, Training Support Center, Great Lakes Public 
Affairs 

GREAT LAKES, Il. -- For the first time in history, the 
Sailor selected as the Manpower, Personnel, Training and 
Education (MPTE) domain's top Sailor was chosen from a 
Training Support Center, March 8. 

At an awards ceremony held at Naval Support Facility 
Arlington, Va., Fire Controlman 1st Class William D. 
Stanford II, Training Support Center (TSC), Great Lakes, was 
selected as MPTE's 2011 Sailor of the Year (SOY). Stanford 
serves as TSC Great Lakes leading petty officer (LPO) of the 
Operations (N3) Division. 

Other finalists for MPTE Sailor of the Year included Hull 
Technician 1st Class Joshua D. Taylor of Navy Personnel 
Command and Navy Counselor 1st Class Nicholas Davis of 
Navy Recruiting Command. 

"I am extremely humbled and honored to represent 
Manpower, Personnel, Training and Education," said Stanford. 
"And I'm proud to represent the Naval Military Training 
Instructors (NMTI). I hope that I can take this experience and 
use it to educate and motivate my shipmates because I know 
without a doubt I would not be here if it weren't for them." 

In his remarks to the Sailors during the ceremony, Chief 
of Naval Personnel Vice Adm. Scott Van Buskirk said that the 
three finalists should be proud. 

"You are my top Sailors and the best our entire domain 
has to offer," Van Buskirk said. "I was struck by some 
common threads in all three Sailors - your operational 
proficiency, your success in jobs of increasing responsibility, 
your integral role to your command's operations, and your 
exemplary leadership of your shipmates. 

"The Navy Ethos says the Navy is composed of Sailors 
and civilians who exemplify the highest standards of service," 
he said. "When I look at Petty Officer Stanford, I can see the 
Navy Ethos in action." 

Capt. Peter Lintner, commanding officer of TSC Great 
Lakes praised Stanford. 

"FC1 Stanford is the total package," Lintner said. "He is 
immaculate in uniform, an articulate speaker who is also a 
calm compassionate leader, and Petty Officer Stanford cares 
about our young Sailors. He sets the example, enforces it and 
then provides the mentorship and leadership to help Sailors get 
there. Petty Officer Stanford is Sailorization. He is one of the 
finest Sailors I have had the privilege to work with in my 36-
year Navy career." 

Rear Adm. Don Quinn, commander NETC, said Stanford 
is a perfect example of the Navy's greatest strength. 

"The Navy's primary strength resides in our people," said 
Quinn. "And our asymmetric advantage, whether executing 
combat operations or humanitarian missions, is our training. 
Petty Officer Stanford personifies the leadership, discipline, 
and technical expertise we seek in all our Sailors." 

A native of Chicago, Ill., Stanford joined the Navy in 
1998. After completing Recruit Training he attended Fire 
Controlman "A" school in Great Lakes, then completed "C" 
school at Fleet Combat Training Center Atlantic Fleet, Dam 
Neck, Va. His duty assignments include USS Constellation 
(CV-64), Naval Recruiting District Chicago, and USS 
Enterprise (CVN-65). He has completed four deployments in 
support of Operations Southern Watch, Enduring Freedom, 
and Iraqi Freedom. 

Stanford reported to TSC Great Lakes in April 2010. 
Initially assigned as an NMTI at the USS Franklin barracks, he 
was then selected to take over as LPO of the USS Cole 
barracks. Hand-picked to become the LPO of N3, Stanford 
leads 147 staff members, including 46 first class petty officers, 
in the daily mentorship of more than 5,000 Sailors assigned to 
TSC Great Lakes. 
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"FC1 Stanford is a professional Sailor in every sense of 
the word," said TSC Command Master Chief (SW/AW) 
Robert Tompkins. "His record of achievements, dedication 
and continued superior performance and leadership at Training 
Support Center Great Lakes serves as a testament to his 
commitment to not only to his command, but the community, 
his shipmates, and the Navy." 

In addition to his duties as LPO of N3, Stanford is the 
President of the TSC Great Lakes First Class Petty Officer 
Association, a mentor with the Navy Midwest Region Chapter 
of the Coalition of Sailors Against Destructive Decisions 
Chapter, and a Petty Officer Indoctrination instructor. 

"Petty Officer Stanford is a very energetic Leading Petty 
Officer," Master Chief Gunner's Mate (EXW/SW) Donald 
Langlois, N3 leading chief petty officer (LCPO) said. "He is a 
Bystander Intervention instructor, Task Force Advancement 
instructor, and the president of the First Class Petty Officer 

Association which chairs all Junior Sailor of the Quarter 
boards and student of the month boards. He has contributed 
extra time working with the local community assisting in 
disaster drills and assisted in fund raisers for the Navy ball and 
TSC Morale, Welfare, and Recreation (MWR)." 

Stanford also dedicates much of his off duty time to 
furthering his education. He has completed Journeyman 
Instructor Training, Navy Military Training Instructor, and 
Master Training Specialist qualifications. With 12 semester 
hours completed, Stanford is also on track to graduate with a 
Bachelor of Science in Liberal Arts from Excelsior University. 
His personal awards include the Navy Achievement Medal, 
Good Conduct Medal, National Defense Medal, Global War 
on Terrorism Medal and other service awards. 

Stanford will now compete in the Chief of Naval 
Operations Shore Sailor of the Year competition. 
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25. Navy Chefs Sizzle At North America's Largest Culinary Competition 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 12 MAR 12) ... Debbie Dortch, Naval Supply Systems Command and Kimberly K. Fritz, Fort Lee Public 
Affairs 

FORT LEE, Va -- The Navy Culinary Team and its 
members won seven gold, 26 silver, six bronze, and six 
honorable mentions during the 37th Annual Military Culinary 
Arts Competition in Fort Lee, Va., Feb. 29 - Mar. 9 - the 
largest culinary competition in North America. 

More than 300 Armed Forces chefs from military 
installations around the world battled for top honors during the 
American Culinary Federation (ACF) sanctioned competition 
featuring more than 600 judged events. The competition 
featured individual and team challenges in a variety of 
categories, including hot foods, cold buffets, pastries, 
chocolates, field cooking, practical cooking, pastry, buffets, 
and showpieces. 

During the competition, Chief Culinary Specialist Derrick 
Davenport was named as Enlisted Aide of the Year. 
Davenport was required to complete a formal meal for four 
people (three courses), complete a written test, and 
demonstrate a series of other tasks associated with the rate. 
Davenport is currently serving as an enlisted aide to the 
chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. 

"The Navy team did a phenomenal job - especially since 
this was the first year our culinary specialists had a team 
presence in this long - standing event," said Naval Supply 
Systems Command (NAVSUP) Commander Rear Adm. Mark 
Heinrich. "Both afloat and ashore CSs - from all platforms 
participated in the event. They came from San Diego, Calif., 
Annapolis, Md., Norfolk, Va.; Washington, D.C.; Japan; and 
Europe." 

"It's a huge honor to have been a part of this year's 
competition and to see the culinary skills of our Navy team 
explode into magnificent foods and displays. And, while this 
competition gives our culinary specialists a chance to 
showcase their talents, it also affords them the chance to 
attend cooking demonstrations and training that expand their 
culinary expertise," said NAVSUP Corporate Chef Michael 
Harants, certified executive chef. 

"For me, this is an opportunity to extend what I've done in 
the last few years to those who haven't competed before," said 
team captain Culinary Specialist 1st Class Michael Edwards. 

"I think it has been very successful. We have some amazing 
talent on this team. I'm blown away by what I've seen." 

Culinary Specialist 1st Class Michael Gray earned his 
American Culinary Federation Certification for Chef de 
Cuisine (CCC) during the competition. Gray works for the 
Commander, Naval Installations Command (CNIC) Flag Mess 
at the Washington Navy Yard in D.C. 

"This has been 12 days of intense training," said team 
member Culinary Specialist 3rd Class Sondra Marie Baier. 
"Everything in the military motivates, including this 
competition. I can't think of anywhere in the civilian world 
where you would see this kind of competition." 

ACF personnel and representatives from the World 
Association of Chefs Society serve as judges. 

Medals received from ACF entries can be used toward 
chef certification. 

"Nothing impacts Sailors on a day - to - day basis more 
than the great food our Navy culinary specialists prepare for 
them every day. Any opportunity we can get to give our CSs 
more training and be creative is an opportunity worth taking," 
said NAVSUP Director of Navy Food Service Cmdr. Danny 
King. "These CSs are going to implement what they learned 
back at their commands and share their knowledge with other 
CSs, making Navy food the best it can be." 

The competition is open to active - duty members of all 
services, Department of Defense civilians, and U.S Army 
Reserve and National Guard personnel. This year, several 
Army teams, as well as teams from the Marines, Air Force, 
and Coast Guard also competed. 

"Nobody leaves here wishing they didn't come. Nobody 
walks away feeling like this was not worth their time. It's 
demanding and exhausting, but at the same time it makes our 
CSs think and challenges them to be creative in ways they 
never thought possible, leaving them with a sense of 
accomplishment and confidence that they can make the menus 
on their ships or at their commands that much better," Harants 
said. 

The Navy's more than 7,300 culinary specialists (CS), 
deployed around the globe feed on average more than 92.5 
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million wholesome and nutritious meals per year, ensuring the 
Navy's fighting forces operate at peak performance and are 
ready to respond to threats worldwide. 

"Today's CSs have greater culinary instruction than ever 
before. With even more advanced training on the way, Sailors, 
both afloat and ashore, can look forward to even healthier and 
better - tasting meals in the near future." Heinrich said. 
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26. USS Constitution Crew Participates In Rowing Competition 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 12 MAR 12) ... Seaman Michael Achterling, USS Constitution Public Affairs 

HULL, Mass. -- Sailors assigned to USS Constitution 
participated in the 33rd Snow Row off the coast of Hull, Mass. 
March 10. 

The Hull Lifesaving Museum (HLM) hosts the annual 
event to kick off the season of racing row boats in the New 
England area. 

"It builds camaraderie amongst the crew members to be 
able to compete in a rowing race," said Chief Builder (SCW) 
Christopher Locke, Constitution's repair department leading 
chief petty officer. 

The race offers five boat categories: workboats, livery 
boats, coxed boats, ocean kayaks and ocean shells. More than 
100 small boats participated in the nearly four-mile course. 

Constitution's boat team of seven Sailors finished sixth 
place out of 17 in the coxed boat category, with a time of 42 
minutes and 15 seconds. 

"I have blisters all over my hands, but all the hard work 
we put into this is rewarding" said Naval Air Crewmen 2nd 
class (NAC/AW) Jonathan Smitherman, a Constitution's 
rower. "We trained two hours per day, twice a week, for a 
month. Sixth place is definitely something to be proud of 
when you consider most of the boat teams have more 
experience than us and can train more often." 

The Snow Row raises awareness and promotes the rich 
history of lifesaving through the HLM. Volunteers of the 
Massachusetts Humane Society, later becoming the United 
States Lifesaving Service, have always watched the coast for 
ships in distress. 

The United States Lifesaving Service became of one the 
three facets that make up the United States Coast Guard. 

"When coming into Boston, the chances of shipwreck 
were very significant," said Edward McCabe, director of 
maritime programs at the HLM. "The lifesaving tradition in 
this country can be traced back to these farmers and fisherman 
at the tip of Hull." 

Constitution is the world's oldest commissioned warship 
afloat and welcomes more than 500,000 visitors per year. She 
defended the sea lanes against threat from 1797 to 1855, much 
like the mission of today's Navy. 

Constitution's mission today is to offer community 
outreach and education about the ship's history. Currently, her 
crew is planning to commemorate bicentennial of the War of 
1812 through public demonstrations and educational activities 
at seven Navy Weeks across the U.S. in 2012. America's 
Navy: Keeping the sea free for more than 200 years. 
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27. U.S. Navy Seal Becomes Military Attaché To Mexico 
(HOUSTON CHRONICLE 12 MAR 12) ... Dudley Althau 

MEXICO CITY - The U.S. government has dispatched a 
career Navy SEAL and anti-terrorism expert to the U.S. 
embassy in Mexico City to serve as liaison with Mexican 
troops waging war on gangsters. 

Rear Adm. Colin Kilrain, a former senior commander of 
the U.S. Navy's special forces who last year worked on anti-
terrorism for the National Security Council, recently took up 
the post of military attaché. He arrives amid a rising debate 
over the role and effectiveness of Mexico's military in 
President Felipe Calderon's anti-gangster campaign. 

"It is an interesting choice," U.S. political scientist 
Roderic Camp, who has specialized in Mexico's military, said 
of Kilrain's appointment. "From the U.S. point of view, it is 
placing someone there who has special skills and experiences 
complementary to battling the cartels." 

A champion wrestler at Lehigh University in 
Pennsylvania, Kilrain joined the SEALs after graduating in the 
early 1980s. Since 2001, he's been involved in 
counterterrorism activities, serving in Iraq, Afghanistan, 
Pakistan and elsewhere. 

Prior to his assignment at the National Security Council, 
Kilrain was commander of Naval Special Warfare Group Two 
in Norfolk, Va., which coordinates SEAL activities in Europe 
and the Americas. Married to a former Navy flier and NASA 
astronaut, he was promoted last year to rear admiral. 

While they report to an ambassador, U.S. military 
attachés are managed by the Pentagon's Defense Intelligence 
Agency. Their job is to monitor a country's armed forces, said 
Army Lt. Col. Robert Kirkland, who wrote a book about Cold 
War-era U.S. military attachés in Latin America. 

Future Uncertain 
Generals or admirals traditionally have been assigned as 

embassy attachés only in Russia and China, Kirkland said. For 
that reason alone, Kilrain's posting to Mexico "is significant," 
he said. 

Kilrain will serve in Mexico under Ambassador Anthony 
Wayne, who arrived here last summer after a stint as second-
in-command of the U.S. embassy in Afghanistan. 

"It's a development that is part and parcel of the larger 
concern and focus on Mexico by the United States," said 
Kirkland, who teaches military science at the University of 
Southern California. 

Under the Merida Initiative begun under the Bush 
Administration, the U.S. government has committed $1.6 
billion to support Calderon's anti-crime efforts. Most of that 
aid has been earmarked for military-style equipment and 
training for Mexico's federal security forces. 

Calderon leaves office Dec. 1. The three candidates vying 
to replace him have all signaled they favor scaling back, if not 
ending, military involvement in gang wars. The drug war 
carnage has claimed more than 50,000 lives - most in 
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gangland-style executions and shootouts - since Calderon 
unleashed troops against the criminal syndicates five years 
ago. 

Shock Troops 
With Mexico's local and state police often bought off or 

otherwise overwhelmed by the gangsters, as many as 60,000 
Mexican soldiers and marines have been deployed against the 
criminal gangs. In the past several years, elite units of 
Mexico's naval infantry, or marines, have been used as shock 
troops against the gangsters, especially priority targets. 

The marines killed top gang boss Arturo Beltran Leyva in 
December 2009 in a U.S.-assisted operation in Cuernavaca, 50 
miles from Mexico City. 

A secret memo from the Mexico City embassy, published 
15 months ago by WikiLeaks, was critical of the Mexican 
army's performance in anti-gang operations while praising 
naval efforts. The memo, written by the embassy's recently 
departed second in command, reportedly infuriated Mexican 
army commanders. Then-U.S. Ambassador Carlos Pascual 
was removed last year at Calderon's request. 
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28. Face Of Defense: Petty Officer Reaches For Stars 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 12 MAR 12) ... Marine Corps Cpl. Bruno J. Bego, 2nd Marine Logistics Group 

CAMP LEJEUNE, N.C., March 12, 2012 – Many people 
grow up with the dream of joining the military to improve 
themselves. For Navy Petty Officer 2nd Class Jason F. 
Figgeroa, a hospital corpsman with Medical Battalion, Combat 
Logistics Regiment 25, 2nd Marine Logistics Group, the 
military was his ticket to a better life. 

“I wanted to get out of Hawaii,” the Waipahu native said. 
“Times got rough, and I was going through some family 
issues, so it was time for me to go.” 

When Figgeroa joined the Navy in 2007, his main focus 
was to take advantage of the tuition assistance program to get 
his bachelor’s degree in political science. 

“My driving force was education,” he said. “I was 
focused on getting my bachelor’s degree in order to improve 
my lifestyle.” 

As his desire for education and his passion for serving his 
country increased rapidly over time, he said, he decided to 
make the military a life-long profession and to pursue a 
commission in the Navy. 

“Initially, I didn’t join to become an officer,” he said. 
“After growing and maturing, I started to think becoming an 
officer is the best route for me.” His wish to expand his 
prospects and enrich his life required him to take seven or 
eight classes per semester for two-and-a-half years. 

“It was brutal,” he said. “I was definitely stressed out, 
because besides the college classes, I still had to maintain my 
military commitments.” 

He also had to pay for whatever tuition assistance didn’t 
cover as he pursued his dream. “It was well worth it,” he said, 
“because I really want to become an officer.” 

And he wasn’t alone in his struggles, Figgeroa said. Navy 
Master Chief Petty Officer Florian C. Rio, the medical 
battalion’s command master chief, shared his wisdom with 
Figgeroa from the beginning. 

“I do not discriminate,” Rio said. “I mentor everybody 
equally and provide them with the chances to improve 
themselves. Now, if there is somebody who is really interested 
in becoming an officer, like Figgeroa, I talk to that person, and 
I explain the process. I show them which direction they need 
to go to accomplish their dream.” 

Rio said Figgeroa’s initiative and persistence impressed 
him from the beginning. 

“That’s one of the things I saw about him. He is a go-
getter,” Rio added. “He saw the opportunity there, and he went 
for it. He achieved his goal of getting his bachelor’s degree.” 

Figgeroa is preparing to attend his Officer Candidate 
School class, which begins April 15. And he already has new 
goals in sight. 

“I want a star. I want to be an admiral one day,” he said. 
“I also want to work at the Pentagon. I just want to have the 
privilege to step foot into the Pentagon as a staff member.” 

Figgeroa’s said his quest not only has helped himself, but 
also has inspired his fellow Sailors and Marines. 

“I love the fact I can help and encourage other people to 
improve,” he said. “I love the Navy. I think joining the 
military is the best decision I’ve made, and I will continue to 
do my best to help others.” 
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29. World War II Veteran Finally Gets His Medals 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 12 MAR 12) 

LINCOLN, R.I. — A World War II veteran from Rhode 
Island who survived a Japanese kamikaze plane attack on his 
ship near Okinawa has finally gotten medals for his service. 

U.S. Sen. Jack Reed delivered several medals and 
citations Monday to 85-year-old Navy veteran John Wilson at 
an assisted living center in Lincoln where Wilson lives. 

The Rhode Island Democrat gave Wilson the World War 
II Victory Medal, the American Campaign Medal, the Pacific 

Campaign Medal with four bronze stars, the Combat Action 
Medal from the Navy, the Philippine Liberation Medal with 
two bronze stars and the Philippine Republic Presidential Unit 
Citation badge. 

Wilson received honors in 1946, but only in the form of a 
small, cloth-covered metal bar that was pinned on his chest. 
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FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
30. Kearsarge Displays Energy Initiative 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 13 MAR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Tamara Vaughn, USS Kearsarge Public Affairs 

ABOARD USS KEARSARGE, Norfolk, Va. -- The 
amphibious assault ship USS Kearsarge (LHD 3) hosted the 
Senate Committee for Energy and Natural Resources and 
Chair of the Subcommittee on Water and Power, aboard 
March 12 to discuss Navy and Marine Corps energy initiative 
programs. 

The committee members toured exhibits showcasing new 
green technologies which will help the military conserve 
energy and improve consumption efficiency. Each exhibit 
provided a glimpse of environmentally friendly equipment that 
will enhance operational, tactical and fuel efficiency which is 
critical to the today's military. 

"Energy is at the core of everything," said Senate staff 
member Charles F. Stanton. "With any company, even the 
Navy, we need to identify our weakness when it comes to 
energy. With events like this one we can see what new 
technologies are out there and implement them with today's 
military. It not only saves money but it is the right thing to 
do." 

The members stopped at each booth, receiving 
demonstrations by technical experts on alternative fuels and 
information on programs that provide cleaner forms of energy 
to help make the military more self sufficient. With record oil 

prices and the ever-rising cost of energy, maintaining energy 
security is a priority in today's military. 

"Our vessels are powered by fuel," said Rear Adm. Ann 
C. Phillips, Commander, Expeditionary Strike Group TWO. 
"So anything we can do as the Navy to provide efficiency and 
flexibility on how - and what - we use to provide that energy, 
is going to provide us with battle capabilities in the future." 

Phillips, who commands amphibious units on the East 
Coast, noted that energy efficiency is the first step toward 
finding oil alternatives. 

"Being more energy efficient gives us the opportunity to 
look at other sources of energy other than fossil fuels, which is 
better for the environment; reduces green house gas; and 
provides a cleaner source of energy. The Navy's energy policy 
is the right way to go and to be able to host an event like this 
and showcase a ship like the Kearsarge, that has been 
enhanced with energy saving equipment, is the icing on the 
cake." 

The demonstrations educated the committee on energy 
saving technologies, which will improve operational 
readiness, lower mission cost, and decrease dependency on 
foreign oil. 

Return to Index 
 

31. Politics May Buffet Navy Shipbuilding Plan 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 12 MAR 12) ... David Lerman 

The Navy’s shipbuilding plan heads for choppy political 
waters this week before the Senate Armed Services 
Committee. 

For all the talk of the Pentagon’s new pivot to the Pacific, 
the proposed Navy budget scales back shipbuilding orders for 
the next few years. The service would buy 45 ships from fiscal 
2012 to fiscal 2016, compared with the 55 ships proposed a 
year ago. 

Navy Secretary Raymond Mabus and Admiral Jonathan 
Greenert, the chief of naval operations, will be grilled on their 
budget plan when they appear before the Senate panel 
Thursday for a hearing, along with Marine Corps 
Commandant General James Amos. 

The administration’s approach is already being challenged 
by Republicans, including presidential contender Mitt 
Romney, who has made shipbuilding a key element of his 
proposed military buildup. 

“By increasing our annual naval shipbuilding rate from 
nine to 15, I intend to restore our position so that our Navy is 
an unchallengeable power on the high seas,” Romney wrote in 
an op-ed published in the Washington Post last week. 

Arizona Senator John McCain, the committee’s top 
Republican, signaled his frustration with the shipbuilding plan 
at a hearing last month with Defense Secretary Leon Panetta. 

“Perhaps most concerning of all, in light of the 
administration’s own identification of the Asia-Pacific region 
as the focus of U.S. defense strategy, this budget would 
require the Navy to reduce shipbuilding by 28 percent,” 
McCain said. 

Rear Admiral Joseph Malloy, the Navy’s top budget 
official, told reporters last month the Navy will have 285 ships 
in 2017, the same number as exists today. “We have a very 
large amount of backlog,” he said, with 37 ships currently 
under construction. 

The number of ships in the fleet has increased by three 
since President Barack Obama took office, according to 
figures from the Naval History and Heritage Command. The 
fleet reached a high of 594 ships during President Ronald 
Reagan’s buildup in 1987 and gradually declined since then, 
reaching a low of 278 ships in 2007, the figures show. 
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32. More Money Is Needed For Defense, McKeon Says 
(DEFENSE NEWS 12 MAR 12) ... Kate Brannen 

The House and Senate Armed Services Committees do 
not agree on the Pentagon’s $614 billion budget request for 
2013. 

In a draft letter, dated March 9, California Republican 
Rep. Buck McKeon, who serves as chairman of the House 

Armed Service Committee, argues the Defense Department’s 
budget needs to be increased for the military to meet its 
strategic goals. 

Meanwhile, Sens. Carl Levin, D-Mich., and John 
McCain, R-Ariz., say they support the Pentagon’s requested 
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funding levels, partly because they fit within the Budget 
Control Act’s cap on security spending. 

That Budget Control Act passed in August sets security 
spending at $686 billion for 2013. That pot of money has to 
cover funding for the Defense Department as well as the State 
Department, the Department of Homeland Security, and the 
Department of Veterans Affairs. 

The Pentagon is asking for $525 billion for its base 
budget and an additional $88.5 billion for overseas 
contingency operations, which are not subject to the Budget 
Control Act’s spending caps. 

McKeon, in his letter to House Budget Committee 
Chairman Rep. Paul Ryan, R-Wis., says that at the president’s 
proposed levels, the Pentagon would be underfunded and 
indentifies specific shortfalls that he believes are 
unacceptable. 

“The Department seeks to retain the lessons learned from 
counterinsurgency operations, but not the force structure 
necessary to conduct such operations,” McKeon writes. 

McKeon does not offer alternative areas to cut that would 
offset his proposed spending increases. Nor does his letter 
explain how Congress could increase spending within the 
defense budget while staying within the security spending cap 
mandated by the Budget Control Act. 

Instead, McKeon offers some details on where he thinks 
spending needs to be increased, including more money needed 
for the Army to keep open its M1 Abrams tank production 
facility in Lima, Ohio. 

Army Chief of Staff Gen. Ray Odierno has testified 
before Congress that the Army intends to finish upgrading its 
tanks in 2013 and is comfortable with the level of risk that 
comes with allowing that line to go cold for a few years. 

McKeon writes that the Army should be funded an 
additional $400 million in 2013 to give the service time to 
“fully understand the ramifications of a complete shutdown 
and possible [foreign military sales] mitigation strategies.” 

In addition, McKeon says, “Increasing funds by 
approximately $1.5 billion over the next few fiscal years will 
continue the operation of the industrial base for M1 Abrams 

and M2 Bradley as we await the arrival of the next generation 
of ground combat vehicles.” 

The Army’s industrial base is just one of several areas 
where McKeon thinks increased spending could help. 

He disagrees with the resources proposed for everything 
from National Guard equipment to missile defense to the 
modernization of nuclear weapons. 

McKeon says he is concerned with the overall number of 
ships the Navy plans to fund over the next five years and 
proposes an increase of approximately $4 billion over the next 
10 years to keep Navy ships from retiring early. 

He also outlines where he sees Navy and Air Force Strike 
Fighter shortfalls, which are mostly due to delays in the F-35 
Joint Strike Fighter program, but he does not recommend 
specific funding increases to address these concerns. 

With missile defense and nuclear weapons, McKeon’s 
objections go deeper than specific funding lines and instead 
call for a reevaluation of the Obama Administration’s policies. 

The draft letter does not include the signature of Rep. 
Adam Smith, D-Wash., who serves as ranking member on the 
committee. 

Meanwhile, the Senate Armed Services Committee offers 
bipartisan support of the Pentagon’s 2013 budget request in a 
March 8 letter to the Senate Budget Committee. 

McCain and Levin say they approve the Pentagon’s 
budget request and recommend the Senate Budget Committee 
support it as well. 

“At this time we believe that the funding levels we are 
recommending allow us to meet our current national security 
requirements,” they write. 

Their letter acknowledges that the spending caps now in 
place are due to congressional efforts to reduce the country’s 
deficit. 

Both letters say the Pentagon’s base budget request for 
2013 is $45 billion less than was projected in February 2011. 

“Despite these cuts the nation continues to face a budget 
crisis,” McCain and Levin write, urging the Senate Budget 
Committee to develop a deficit-reduction plan to avoid further 
defense cuts. 
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33. Lifecycle Weapon Costs Eating A Hole In Pentagon’s Budget 
(NATIONAL DEFENSE 12 MAR 12) ... Sandra Erwin 

One of the most dreaded phrases in the Pentagon weapon-
procurement world, “lifecycle costs,” is at the center of far-
reaching budget decisions by the U.S. Air Force. 

In the military weapons realm, lifecycle costs can amount 
to 70 percent of all expenses associated with a piece of 
hardware over the entire time that it is in service. They include 
maintenance, crew training, upgrades and repairs. Within the 
Air Force’s budget, these costs are rising, and eating into 
procurement and research accounts. 

The Air Force, which has seen its overall budget squeezed 
by 12 percent since 2009, is seeking to slow down the rampant 
growth of its “operations and maintenance” account. O&M 
spending now consumes $44 billion of the Air Force’s $154 
billion budget. By comparison, the budget for weapons 
procurement is $18 billion, and $17 billion for research and 
development of new technology. 

Like the other branches of the military, the Air Force has 
had a tough time containing O&M expenses in part because of 

the high cost of repairing and maintaining a diversity of aging 
aircraft fleets. 

To curb these costs, the Air Force wants to consolidate its 
inventory into fewer aircraft makes and models. In this case, 
giving the entire fleet a hair cut doesn’t work because it 
doesn’t deal with the O&M growth, said Assistant Secretary 
of the Air Force for Financial Management Jamie Morin. 

“The dirty secret in building a budget is, if you have a 
fleet of 100 aircraft of a type and you retire 50, you are not 
going to save anything close to 50 percent of your cost.” 
because of the huge fixed costs associated with each type of 
airplane, Morin said at a Stimson Center forum in 
Washington, D.C. 

To eliminate maintenance and support cost, he said, “We 
took entire fleets if possible.” 

The recommended cutbacks have run into a buzz saw of 
opposition on Capitol Hill. Air Force Secretary Michael 
Donley and Chief of Staff Gen. Norton Schwartz have 
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defended the plan to divest smaller niche fleets such as the C-
27J cargo and a large chunk of the A-10 close-support force in 
order to free up money to fund multi-role systems such as the 
F-35A Joint Strike Fighter. 

“We emphasize common configurations which can be 
seen in the adjustments to the C-5 force structure and the C-17 
mobility fleets and in ongoing efforts to seek common 
configuration within the F-22 and F-15C fleets,” Donley told 
the House Armed Services Committee. 

The Air Force wants to jettison nearly 230 fighter, 
mobility, and surveillance aircraft in fiscal year 2013, with a 
goal of retiring 286 aircraft over the next five years. The 
savings: $8.7 billion. 

Lifecycle costs of weapon systems are rarely discussed 
compared to the high visibility and media attention given to 
procurement price tags. A rare exception was the heated 
debate in recent months over the Joint Strike Fighter’s trillion-
dollar lifecycle bill. JSF is known for its nearly $400 billion 
cost for the Defense Department’s planned buy of nearly 
3,000 airplanes. But the disclosure of the program’s estimated 
support costs over a 50-year lifespan raised eyebrows. 

“That’s a lot of money spent to sustain an aircraft,” Morin 
said. 

The trillion-dollar calculation might not be completely 
accurate, he said, but the "fact that we do those kinds of 
estimates is valuable because it concentrates management’s 
attention,” he said. 

In the future, he said, “You will see programs evaluated in 
terms of lifecycle costs… Obviously the trillion-dollar number 
for JSF is a very long-term horizon and then-year dollars, not 
inflation adjusted,” he said. “It concentrates the mind, 
though.” The F-35, indeed, is replacing most of the military’s 
tactical fighter fleet, “so the cost is not a surprise over 50 
years,” said Morin. “As an analyst I would say if you are 

doing an estimate over 50 years, you should use a constant 
dollars number." 

Morin said the maintenance and support of advanced “low 
observable” stealth aircraft tend to always cost more than 
projected. “The F-35 program has not been as successful as 
originally planned in holding down operations and support 
(O&S) costs,” he said. 

Congressional auditors noted that the mandatory price-
estimates reports that the Pentagon must submit annually on 
its acquisition programs either distort or ignore lifecycle costs. 
“The true costs of major U.S. weapon systems are buried,” 
said a Government Accountability Office report (PDF) that 
was written for the House Armed Services Committee’s 
readiness subcommittee. 

“The acquisition of a weapon system today involves a 
significant financial commitment to that system over its entire 
life cycle, a period that may last several decades,” GAO said. 
“The program office for the F-35 Joint Strike Fighter, the 
newest aircraft being acquired for the Air Force, Navy, and 
Marines, estimated in 2010 that life-cycle O&S costs were 
about $1 trillion, in addition to an estimated $379.4 billion in 
total acquisition costs.” 

Since 1969, Congress has mandated the Defense 
Department to provide a “selected acquisition report” on the 
cost, schedule, and performance of major defense acquisition 
programs. “Although much of the data reported within the 
SAR is acquisition related, in 1985 Congress amended the 
SAR statute to require that a full lifecycle cost analysis also be 
included, and subsequently specified that this lifecycle cost 
analysis include estimated O&S costs,” GAO said. More 
“consistent and reliable reporting of estimated weapon system 
O&S costs” is needed, the report said. “Improvements in the 
reporting of these data could provide a more complete picture 
of the potential total financial commitment being made to 
these systems over a period lasting many decades.” 
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34. A New Battle For The USS New Jersey 
(PHILADELPHIA INQUIRER 12 MAR 12) ... Edward Colimore 

The USS New Jersey, the most decorated battleship in 
U.S. history, is facing its biggest fight outside war: to pay its 
bills and fend off attempts to move it from Camden to North 
Jersey. 

State officials are reviewing the finances of the museum 
ship's operator, the Home Port Alliance, as it struggles to 
repay $900,000 remaining on a $1 million bank loan from 
2003. 

The alliance is also battling efforts by the USS New 
Jersey Battleship Foundation to move the ship to Liberty State 
Park, with the Statue of Liberty, Manhattan skyline, and Ellis 
Island as the backdrop. 

"She's not going anywhere," said Philip Rowan, who took 
over last month from Jim Schuck as CEO of the Home Port 
Alliance. "I'll use the line that Charlton Heston used: 'They'll 
take it from my cold, dead hands.’“ 

"We have a contract with the Navy, and they're happy 
with what we're doing here," the Camden native said. "Our 
inspection reports are top-notch, and the ship is open to the 
public." 

But Christopher von Zwehl, president of the USS New 
Jersey Battleship Foundation, said his nonprofit was working 

to raise $15 million from donors to dredge a site at Liberty 
State Park and move the ship there. 

A park friends group opposes the plan, citing tourist 
overcrowding - the same reason the foundation cites in 
choosing the location. 

The Home Port Alliance "has had the ship in the best of 
times and worst of times and couldn't make it work," said von 
Zwehl, a member of the USS New Jersey Battleship 
Commission that helped bring the vessel to the state in 1999. 
"The amount of money needed is way over their heads." 

"It's been a financial disaster in Camden, a forgotten, 
hulking relic hidden behind the Susquehanna Bank Center," he 
said. 

To head off such talk, the Home Port Alliance is working 
to get its financial house in order against heavy headwinds - a 
bad economy and a drop-off in state financial aid. 

It received $1.7 million from the state in 2010 and 
$32,500 last year - "not even one month's electric bill," 
Schuck said at the time. 

In January, the Delaware River Port Authority balked at 
renewing its guarantee of the historic site's loan for another 
three years, extending it instead to mid-April. 
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The DRPA's inspector general is now performing an 
internal investigation "to make sure we did what we were 
supposed to do when we guaranteed the loan," agency 
spokesman Tim Ireland said. 

"If the guarantee was not extended, there was the 
likelihood that the bank would call in the loan and we'd have 
to pay," he said. "We're not there yet… What everybody wants 
is that the ship be as sound as possible and that it be able to 
repay that loan." 

The Home Port Alliance has been making interest 
payments but not paying down the principal, and will likely 
try to renegotiate the loan, Rowan said. 

On Wednesday, Rodney Sadler, who runs the Wiggins 
Park Marina and who has long been involved in economic-
development efforts in Camden, was named chairman of the 
board of trustees of the Home Port Alliance, replacing John 
Matheussen, who will remain on the board while continuing as 
DRPA chief executive officer. Officials said the changeover 
was routine. 

At the same time, von Zwehl has helped initiate another 
inquiry. The Home Port Alliance hasn't registered as a charity 
with the New Jersey Division of Consumer Affairs in recent 
years, and its status is being reviewed for compliance by the 
state Office of Consumer Protection enforcement section. The 
alliance receives hundreds of thousands of dollars in 
contributions, gifts, and grants. 

"We have the authority to investigate the charity's 
activities thoroughly and are currently doing just that," 
Catherine McLaughlin, supervising investigator in the 
agency's charities registration section, said in a February letter 
to von Zwehl. 

The N.J. Attorney General's Office also is reviewing 
concerns about the financial ties between the ship and DRPA 
that von Zwehl raised in letters late last year to Gov. Christie 
and others. 

"Please be advised that since taking office, this 
administration has been closely monitoring the minutes of all 
authorities, including the DRPA, and their actions regarding 
the use of taxpayer dollars and revenue expenditures," Richard 
Bagger, Christie's chief of staff, responded to von Zwehl, 
referring the issue to then-state Attorney General Paula Dow. 

"I can confirm that the concerns raised by Mr. von Zwehl 
were referred to us and directed to the appropriate people here 
for review," said Peter Aseltine, a spokesman for the Attorney 
General's Office. 

Von Zwehl said two detectives from that office met with 
him for two hours Friday. "We talked about the finances of the 
Home Port Alliance, about vendors, contractors, the use of 
funds, and the relationship with the DRPA. I can't say more 
than that right now," he said. 

In a 2009 IRS filing, the Home Port Alliance reported that 
Schuck was paid $117,458; marketing director Jack Willard, 
$94,600; curatorial affairs official Jason Hall, $64,444; and 
controller Ruth Keser, $66,731. In 2010, Schuck earned 
slightly less. Citing a change in IRS rules, the nonprofit did 
not disclose the others' salaries. 

Rowan said he was not aware of inquiries by state 
officials and was checking on the status of the ship's 
registration as a charity. 

Rowan, who took over the helm at the alliance on Feb. 7, 
said officials would find it had done the best it could with 
what it had. 

Rowan, a founding member of the alliance, saw the New 
Jersey pass through the Panama Canal on its way to Camden. 
He has a staff of about 40 full- and part-time workers and 
hundreds of volunteers but needs more money. This year, 
$350,000 will be spent on maintenance, $600,000 on utilities, 
and $180,000 on insurance. 

"It will cost $8 million for redecking with teak," Rowan 
said. "Teak is expensive and hard to get. 

"We would also like to paint the hull," he said. "There are 
a lot of things we could do. We could easily spend $40 
million." 

As a leader in the community who served as CEO of the 
New Jersey Urban Development Corp. and executive director 
of the Camden County Improvement Authority, Rowan sees 
the battleship overcoming its financial problems and becoming 
a more popular Camden attraction. 

"We have challenges, but we are working through them," 
he said. "I'm drafting a new business plan based on the 
business we have coming in." 

Rowan said the ship had been pulling in income from its 
overnight-campers program and from special events, and had 
redoubled efforts to reach out to donors. 

"Our budget is a little over $3 million and we're reducing 
it," he said. "Between what we bring in and our conservative 
fund-raising plan, we hope to meet our target of a $2.6 million 
budget." 

The alliance also plans to apply for part of the $2.1 
million in state aid set aside in Gov. Christie's latest budget to 
help run historic sites, including the battleship, the Old 
Barracks Museum in Trenton, and Morvin House in Princeton. 

"It's hard to predict what slice would be reasonable to 
expect," Rowan said. 

In the meantime, the ship is trying to attract more visitors, 
including considering a $5 discount coupon on tickets. The 
ship drew 200,000 visitors in 2002, its first full year of 
operation, and now draws about 100,000 each year, according 
to Willard. 

The talk of moving the ship is simply unrealistic, Rowan 
said. Visitors still come to see the great warship's 16-inch 
guns, feared by enemies from World War II through combat 
actions in Korea, Vietnam, and Beirut, Lebanon. 

"We have a beautiful location on the Delaware River near 
the Philadelphia Naval Shipyard, where the USS New Jersey 
was built," he said. "I was born and raised in Camden, and it is 
no less sacred ground than" Liberty State Park. 

"We're aggressively countering their [foundation's] 
maneuvers," he said. "They have crossed the line" by 
confusing people who might donate to the ship at its Camden 
location. 

The foundation "is fund-raising for a location that doesn't 
want them," Willard said of the opposition from the Friends of 
Liberty State Park. "There is no way they will put it there." 

Von Zwehl said the move to a site with more tourist 
traffic was inevitable. "Nothing can save the ship in Camden," 
he said. "At the end of the day, it's all about business, 
generating revenue, and attracting visitors. 

"They [the Home Port Alliance] have done a passionate 
job, and that passion will move with the ship," he said. "This 



 29

isn't an issue of North vs. South. The ship is bigger than that. 
It's important to New Jersey and the whole country." 

In the end, the battleship "belongs to us," said Rowan, 
who plans to meet with von Zwehl on Friday. "They're trying 
to sink it in Camden. But we own it and it's not moving." 
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BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
35. Navy Partner Canines For Vets In National Spotlight 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 12 MAR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class LaTunya Howard, Navy Personnel Command 
Public Affairs 

MILLINGTON, Tenn. -- A Navy partnership that teams 
Sailors with rescued dogs is one of 20 finalists in a national 
community support challenge sponsored by first lady Michelle 
Obama and Dr. Jill Biden. 

The South Carolina-based program Canines for Vets and 
partner Naval Consolidated Brig Charleston (NCBC) are 
among the top finalists in the Joining Forces Community 
Challenge. The challenge is an initiative launched by Obama 
and Biden to recognize organizations, communities, and 
citizens who serve to improve the lives of military families 
and veterans. 

NCBC partnered with Carolina Canines' Canines for Vets 
in 2008 to teach military prisoners how to train rescue dogs 
from local shelters as service-dogs to assist wounded and 
disabled veterans in their recovery. 

"We look forward to expanding the number of dogs and 
prisoners allowed to participate in this program because of the 
national attention being received from this award nomination," 
said Cmdr. Patrick Boyle, executive officer, NCBC. "It is a 
vital mission of Naval Consolidated Brig Charleston to release 
our prisoners back to the military or civilian society as 
productive citizens." 

According to Boyle, partnering prisoners with dogs that 
will eventually serve wounded and disabled vets has a positive 
impact on rehabilitating prisoners in his facility. NCBC uses a 
Department of Labor certified dog-handling program to train 
service dogs. Canines for Vets then matches the trained 

service dog to eligible wounded and disabled veterans to 
improve their quality of life. 

"The service-dog provides social support to the vet by 
acting as a bridge to conversation and acceptance," said Rick 
Hairston, Canines for Vets co-founder. "When a service-dog 
accompanies a wounded veteran, the focus is on the dog, not 
the disability." 

The Joining Forces Community Challenge started in July 
2011. Of the hundreds of submissions received, all captured 
innovative ways Americans have stepped up to show gratitude 
and support for military families, according to the site 
www.joiningforces.challenge.gov. The 20 finalists are profiled 
on the site and the public is encouraged to vote for their 
favorite submission through March 16 to be the People's 
Choice Winner, which will be announced on March 21. 

Five additional winners will be chosen by a panel of 
judges. Prize winners will be recognized at an event in 
Washington, D.C. on a date to be announced later on the 
Champions of Change website at 
www.whitehouse.gov/champions. Details about prizes and the 
winners will be announced in the coming months. 

For more information about Canines for Vets, visit 
www.caninesforservice.org. For more information about Navy 
consolidated brigs, visit Navy Personnel Command's 
Corrections and Programs website at 
www.npc.navy.mil/CommandSupport/CorrectionsandProgram
s. 
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36. Navy SEALs And SWCCs Meet With NFL Prospects During Combine In Atlanta 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 12 MAR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class James Ginther, Naval Special Warfare Group 2 
Public Affairs 

BUFORD, Ga. -- Members of the East Coast SEAL (sea, 
air, and land) and SWCC (special warfare combatant-craft 
crewman) scout team met with prospective National Football 
League players at the Eastern Regional NFL Combine in 
Buford, Ga., March 11. 

The U.S. Navy has formed a mutual partnership with the 
NFL to raise career opportunity awareness about the Navy and 
its special warfare programs for potential non-selected NFL 
draftees. 

"All of you have stars in your eyes and that's good," said 
Stephen Austin, the NFL director of operations for the NFL 
league office in New York. "But the odds show that not all of 
you will make it. You've got to have alternatives. And the 
Navy could be that for some of you." 

At the conclusion of each of the offensive and defensive 
tryout sessions, the team of Navy SEALs and SWCCs 

presented a brief on special warfare programs, and spoke 
about the linkages between special warfare operators and 
professional athletes. 

"We look for many of the same qualities in athletes as the 
NFL," said Master Chief Special Warfare Operator (SEAL) 
Shawn Johnson. "You have to be self-motivating, disciplined, 
be able to self-sacrifice, and above all be a team player." 

The SEAL and SWCC Scout Team also discussed how a 
football player's athletic background and training correlate 
with the characteristics and values of potential SEAL 
candidates. 

"As it is for some of you, the notion of never quitting is 
certainly a mentality common among Navy SEALs," said 
Johnson. "Until the life is crushed from us, we will never quit. 
That attitude is what makes people successful in all aspects of 
their life." 
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37. U.S. 7th Fleet Band Mentors Misawa Air Base Students 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 12 MAR 12) ... Senior Chief Mass Communication Specialist Daniel Sanford, U.S. Naval Air Facility 
Misawa, Japan Public Affairs 

MISAWA AIR BASE, Japan -- Members of U.S. 7th 
Fleet Band visited Misawa Air Base and helped mentor local 
elementary school orchestra members March 8. 

The Band's Shonan Brass Quartet spent the afternoon with 
Sollars Elementary School students, and offered assistance as 
the children prepare for the school's upcoming spring concert. 

The quartet is in Misawa to perform for a retirement 
ceremony, but decided to maximize their stay in Misawa by 
helping out young musicians, and by also performing a free, 
evening concert for Misawa-area residents. 

"We always enjoy playing up here in Misawa, but we 
really enjoy working with the kids, and it definitely keeps us 
on our toes," said Musician 2nd Class Tony Smouse, a 
member of the U.S. 7th Fleet Band, who also worked as a 
music teacher prior to enlisting in the Navy. "I think it 
definitely prevents us from slacking on our fundamentals, so 
when we teach children the importance of good posture and 
good breath support, we have to be a good examples ourselves 
and reinforce those qualities." 

The quartet members worked with the school's fifth and 
sixth grade orchestra members, and offered advice and 
encouragement to the students. 

"I learned a lot from them," said Sophia Caraballo, a 
student at Sollars Elementary School, who also attended the 
concert. "It was fun, and I think it will help us be better 
musicians in the future." 

Sollars Elementary School Music Teacher, Michael 
Pavlik, said the band's visit will have a lasting impact on the 
students. 

"The kids absolutely loved having the band here," said 
Pavlik. "They were really, really engaged and it was fantastic 
to observe. 

"During their visit, we broke up the session between fifth 
and sixth graders," he said. "So after the fifth graders were 
dismissed, many stayed behind just to listen and learn what the 
band members had to say to the sixth graders." 

Pavlik also said about 90 percent of his students were in 
attendance for the evening concert, which many found 
inspirational. 

"It was really cool for them to observe musicians of this 
caliber," said Pavlik. "To be able to hear music played at that 
level, I think it really helped the kids, and hopefully it will 
motivate them to continue playing." 

Following the concert, Smouse said he was gratified to 
see the progress the children made, and their enthusiasm for 
music. 

"They were great kids. They were bright and really 
absorbed the information very quickly," he said. "From the 
first note they played until we finished, the progress they made 
was very noticeable." 
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38. Regulators Ready To Force Bay Cleanup 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 12 MAR 12) ... Mike Lee 

Top water pollution regulators are poised this week to 
force an unprecedented cleanup of San Diego Bay, and there’s 
a sense among participants that the plan may avoid endless 
legal appeals after a major reduction in its scope. 

After nearly seven years of debate over the cleanup order, 
dredging could start in September and wrap up five years later. 
It would be by far the largest cleanup of its kind among 
similar efforts over the past two decades, and it would set the 
tone for addressing several other contaminated sites in a bay 
that used to be one of the most polluted in the nation. 

A three-member panel of the San Diego Regional Water 
Quality Control Board has recommended removing about 
143,400 cubic yards of polluted sediment from the bay bottom 
to protect marine life and people from chemicals and heavy 
metals lodged in the muck. The six-member board is expected 
to adopt the recommendations as part of a final ruling 
Wednesday. 

Lead, arsenic and PCBs are among the toxins causing 
concern because they are linked to cancer or problems such as 
altering brain development and disrupting hormones. 
Environmentalists, scientists and community activists say the 
pollutants are harming the marine ecosystem and endangering 
the health of people who eat fish and shellfish from the bay. 
The biggest problems linger from the era before the Clean 
Water Act and other laws strictly controlled what companies 
and agencies could discharge to the bay. 

Pollutants were deposited over decades by several 
sources, including construction along the shoreline and 

polluted stormwater, according to the regional board. Similar 
concerns have prompted nearly a dozen bay cleanup 
investigations over the past few decades, but none came close 
to dredging as much sediment as the current plan calls for at 
the “shipyard site.” It covers about 143 acres on the eastern 
edge of San Diego Bay just south of the San Diego-Coronado 
Bridge. Muck from about 15 acres is expected to be hauled to 
a landfill, and about 2 acres of tainted bay bottom would be 
covered in sand. 

Wednesday’s meeting comes four months after the board 
heard four days of arguments over the proposal, which comes 
with a price tag of $60 million to $70 million. An initial 
cleanup plan was issued in 2005 for dredging or capping about 
six times as much sediment. 

That approach was criticized as extreme and unnecessary 
by those on the hook for the work, but the tenor changed when 
the board scaled back its demands. Regional board officials 
said in 2010 that it was best to target the most polluted areas 
and not disturb the others. 

During the November hearing, “Most of the parties in the 
end got up and said that while they didn’t agree with this, they 
could live with the decision that the cleanup team was 
recommending,” said David Barker, a senior regional board 
official. “They were reserving the right to (appeal) if the final 
decision varied markedly.” 

Since then, the board panel made relatively minor 
changes to the cleanup plan. One was to drop Star & Crescent 
Boat Company from the mandate, pending litigation to 
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determine if it’s responsible for liabilities of a former port 
tenant known as San Diego Marine Construction Company. 

The parties still listed are: Campbell Industries; BAE 
Systems San Diego Ship Repair; National Steel and 
Shipbuilding Co. (General Dynamics NASSCO); the Navy; 
San Diego city; San Diego Gas & Electric; the San Diego 
Unified Port District. 

It remains unclear how the costs will be divvied among 
the responsible parties, who still are sorting out the bill in 
federal court. 

Last week, Navy officials confirmed that they did not 
intend to challenge the proposed cleanup order but other 
groups named by the regional board stopped short of such 
statements. 

“NASSCO continues to be encouraged by the progress 
toward resolving this long-standing issue,” said company 
spokesman Jim Gill. “We are committed to continuing to work 
with the board to develop a balanced solution that preserves 

and protects San Diego Bay and the jobs along the bayfront 
that help drive our regional economy.” 

At the port, spokesman John Gilmore said the agency 
objects to be being named as a “primary discharger” and has 
not determined whether it will appeal. “We will not decide 
until the finial order is issued,” he said. 

San Diego city officials declined to comment. 
Jill Witkowski, legal clinic director for the nonprofit San 

Diego Coastkeeper, said she’s hopeful cleanup will start in 
coming months. “Before the (November) hearing, I would 
have agreed that we were definitely going to court,” 
Witkowski said. “After closing statements, I would suspect … 
it’s possible that it won’t.” 

Witkowski wants the board to close “loopholes” in the 
monitoring plan that could undermine its effectiveness, but 
she’s largely pleased with how the case is playing out. “We 
have been fighting for decades for this cleanup, so we’re 
excited about the possibility that it might actually happen,” 
she said. 
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39. Sonar Testing Raises Whale Worries 
(EVERETT (WA) HERALD 13 MAR 12) ... Bill Sheets 

EVERETT -- Whale watchers and tour-boat operators are 
concerned about the effect the latest round of sonar testing at 
Naval Station Everett could have on marine mammals. 

A loud "pinging" sound has been heard on board several 
different boats in the area, including the Mukilteo-Clinton 
ferry, over the past week and a half. 

The sound was so loud that Carl Williams, a tour captain 
for Island Adventures, heard it on the third deck of his boat 
moored in Everett near Anthony's restaurant. 

"You can hear it while you're walking on the dock," he 
said. 

It's coming at a bad time, say Williams and others who 
keep an eye on marine mammals. It's the beginning of the 
migratory season for gray whales, several of which venture 
into Possession Sound and Port Susan to feed on their way 
north. 

At least one whale has been spotted in the area over the 
past week. 

"It's disturbing, it's very disturbing," said Susan Berta, co-
founder of the Orca Network in Greenbank. 

The testing was first heard Feb. 29 and has been heard 
several times since. It originated on the USS Shoup, a 
destroyer stationed at Naval Station Everett, said Sheila 
Murray, a spokeswoman for the Northwest region of the U.S. 
Navy. 

The testing has been done on and off for years but is 
relatively infrequent and only takes place with special 
permission of the Pacific fleet commander in Hawaii, she said. 

"The Navy's been doing this type of activity as long as 
Navy ships have been in Puget Sound," Murray said. 

The Shoup was at the center of a sonar controversy in 
2003. The ship was testing its mid-range sonar in Haro Strait 
between Vancouver Island and San Juan Island. At least 11 
porpoises stranded themselves and died on a nearby beach at 
the time. A pod of killer whales also was seen "speed 
swimming" away from the ship, said Shane Aggergaard, 
owner of Island Adventures, which runs tour boats out of 
Anacortes and Everett. 

Reports by the Navy and National Marine Fisheries 
Service were inconclusive on whether the sonar was 
connected to the porpoise deaths. 

Passengers and crew on the Mukilteo-Clinton ferry heard 
the pinging for about an hour Feb. 29, ferry spokeswoman 
Marta Coursey said. 

Williams said he first heard the sound on his tour boat on 
Feb. 29 and two more times, the most recent being 
Wednesday. It continued for about three hours in the afternoon 
each time, he said. 

"The first day it was louder and shorter, the second day 
not as loud but longer," he said. On Wednesday, "it was not as 
loud but continuous." 

Howard Garrett of the Orca Network said he heard the 
sound onboard a boat with others in Possession Sound on 
Wednesday. The group put a hydrophone -- a device used for 
listening to sounds from underwater -- into the sound and 
connected it to a microphone. 

"It still hurts my ears," Garrett said the next day, adding 
that the volume was turned all the way down. "They slowly 
ramped up and lengthened the duration" of the pings over 
about three hours, roughly from 2 to 5 p.m., he said. 

The group also saw at least one gray whale -- he's not sure 
if it was the same one seen twice or two separate whales, 
Garrett said. 

At first, the sonar showed no apparent effect on the whale, 
which seemed to be feeding in the water near Tulalip Bay, he 
said. When the sonar grew louder after about 20 minutes, 
though, the whale turned and swam north toward Port Susan, 
Garrett said. 

There's a group of gray whales that visits Possession 
Sound and Port Susan on their migratory trip every year, 
whale watchers say. 

Normally about a dozen stop over, said John 
Calambokidis of Olympia-based Cascadia Research. About six 
of them are the same whales every year and about six are 
different, as identified by photos, he said. A trio of regulars 
has been spotted so far this year, Calambokidis said. 
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He said that gray whales hear at a lower frequency than 
dolphins, porpoises and orcas, so the mid-range sonar of the 
Shoup might not affect them as much, he said. 

"I don't think we know what effect it might have in this 
circumstance," he said. 

Aggergaard said he understands the Navy's need to test 
the sonar but said it shouldn't be done during migratory whale 
season, which runs March through May. 

"This group of gray whales that come in there are pretty 
unique, and we're pretty protective of them," he said. 

Williams, the boat captain, said it could spook the whales 
from making future visits. 

"The repercussion could be next year, we might not see 
them come back next year," he said. 

Murray said that before and during testing, the Navy 
stations someone on the ship to look for whales, dolphins or 
porpoises. Passive sonar and aircraft, if available, also are 
used. 

If any whales or dolphins are seen within 1,000 yards the 
power on the sonar is turned down, she said. Within 500 yards 

the power is turned down more, and within 200 yards it's 
turned off. 

Sonar testing is specifically allowed by federal law off the 
coast of Washington, Oregon and Northern California, she 
said. It is not specifically allowed by law pierside but it is not 
prohibited, either, she said. It is not allowed in inland 
waterways or the Strait of Juan de Fuca, she said. 

The Navy is applying for a permit that would specifically 
allow the testing pierside in Everett, she said. It would seek a 
waiver under the Marine Mammal Protection Act to allow 
some instances in which the sonar testing likely will in some 
way affect animal behavior. 

Sonar is more essential now than ever in detecting newer, 
quieter submarines that are being used by more than 40 
countries, according to a Navy website. 

"Active sonar is the only effective means available today 
to detect, track, and target modern subs under all ocean 
conditions," according to the site. 
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40. Ensminger To Testify Before Senate Committee Tuesday 
(JACKSONVILLE (NC) DAILY NEWS 12 MAR 12) 

A Jacksonville resident who has spent decades gathering 
information on Camp Lejeune water contamination is set to 
testify Tuesday on Capitol Hill concerning apparent attempts 
by the military to stifle scientific studies. 

Retired Marine Master Sgt. Jerry Ensminger, a retired 
Marine whose 9-year-old daughter died of cancer in 1985 after 
a short lifetime of drinking contaminated water aboard Camp 
Lejeune, is scheduled to speak before the Senate Judiciary 
Committee on Tuesday morning. 

Ensminger will address the Marine Corps request that the 
Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry redact 

base water infrastructure information from its scientific reports 
due out later this year. 

Both of North Carolina’s Senators, Richard Burr, a 
Republican, and Kay Hagan, a Democrat, have complained to 
the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention concerning the 
redaction efforts. 

Marines, Sailors, and military dependents who lived at 
Camp Lejeune were exposed to Benzene, TCE and other 
dangerous chemicals in their tap water. 
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NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
41. South Dakota Delegation Asks Navy For Submarine Naming Honor 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 12 MAR 12) 

SIOUX FALLS, S.D. — South Dakota's Congressional 
delegation is requesting the Navy name the next Virginia class 
attack submarine the USS South Dakota. 

In a joint letter to Secretary of the Navy Ray Mabus, Jr., 
Democratic Sens. Tim Johnson and John Thune and 

Republican Rep. Kristi Noem asked that the next Virginia 
class submarine be named after the state. 

North Dakota was the most recent state to earn the honor. 
The trio says naming the vessel the USS South Dakota 

would pay tribute to the service history of the USS South 
Dakota battleship in World War II. 
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42. DARPA Director Bolts Pentagon For Google 
(WIRED 12 MAR 12) ... Noah Shachtman 

Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency (DARPA) 
director Regina Dugan will soon be stepping down from her 
position atop the Pentagon’s premiere research shop to take a 
job with Google. Dugan, whose controversial tenure at the 
agency lasted just under three years, was “offered and 
accepted at senior executive position” with the internet giant, 
according to DARPA spokesman Eric Mazzacone. She felt she 
couldn’t say no to such an “innovative company,” he adds. 

Dugan’s emphasis on cybersecurity and next-generation 
manufacturing earned her strong support from the White 
House, winning her praise from the President and maintaining 
the agency’s budget even during a period of relative austerity 
at the Pentagon. Her push into crowdsourcing and outreach to 
the hacker community were eye-openers in the often-closed 
world of military R&D. Dugan also won over some military 
commanders by diverting some of her research cash from 
long-term, blue-sky projects to immediate battlefield concerns. 
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“There is a time and a place for daydreaming. But it is not 
at DARPA,” she told a congressional panel in March 2011. 
“DARPA is not the place of dreamlike musings or fantasies, 
not a place for self-indulging in wishes and hopes. DARPA is 
a place of doing.” For an agency that spent millions of dollars 
on shape-shifting robots, Mach 20 missiles, and mind-
controlled limbs, it was something of a revolutionary 
statement. 

The shift was only one of the reasons why Dugan was a 
highly polarizing figure within her agency, and in the larger 
defense research community. The Pentagon’s Office of 
Inspector General (OIG) is also actively investigating 
hundreds of thousands of dollars’ worth of contracts that 
DARPA gave out to RedX Defense -- a bomb-detection firm 
that Dugan co-founded, and still partially owns. A separate 
audit is examining a sample of the 2,000 other research 
contracts DARPA has signed during Dugan’s tenure, to 
“determine the adequacy of DARPA’s selection, award, and 
administration of contracts and grants,” according to a military 
memorandum. 

Results of the inspector general’s work haven’t been 
released. And the work had “no impact” on Dugan’s decision, 
according to her spokesman, Mazzacone. “The only reason” 
she decided to leave the Pentagon was the allure of working at 
Google. 

“Dr. Dugan’s departure is not related to an OIG 
investigation,” Lt. Col. Melinda Morgan, a spokesperson for 
the Office of the Secretary of Defense, adds in a statement. 
“The OIG conducts regular audits of Defense agency contracts 
and ethics programs; as a Defense agency, this includes 
DARPA.” 

“In the spring, questions were raised over whether it was 
appropriate for DARPA to have funded a proposal submitted 
by RedXDefense, particularly in light of the Director’s 
continuing interest in this closely held small business,” 
Morgan says. “In response, the Department reviewed the 
processes in place at DARPA to ensure that those processes 
would ensure integrity and public confidence.” That review -- 
separate from the OIG’s ongoing audits -- found that DARPA 
and its chief’s actions “were consistent with the letter and 
spirit of relevant laws, regulations, and policies governing 
conflict of interest.” 

Dugan is expected to depart “sometime in the next few 
weeks,” Mazzacone notes in an email. DARPA deputy 
director Kaigham “Ken” Gabriel, who has overseen the 
agency’s day-to-day operations since mid-2009, will serve as 
the acting DARPA chief. He’ll certainly be a strong contender 
for the permanent position, as will Lisa Porter, the head of the 
Intelligence Advanced Research Projects Activity -- 
DARPA’s counterpart in the intelligence community. 

In the meantime, the Pentagon’s leadership are hailing the 
first female director of its most important research agency. 
“Regina Dugan’s leadership at DARPA has been 
extraordinary and she will be missed throughout the 
Department,” Frank Kendall, Acting Under Secretary of 
Defense for Acquisition, Technology and Logistics, says in a 
statement. “We are all very grateful for the many contributions 
she has made in advancing the technologies that our war 
fighters depend on. She leaves for an exciting new opportunity 
and we wish her every success.” 
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OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
43. A Special Relationship Endures 
(WASHINGTON POST 13 MAR 12) ... Barack Obama and David Cameron 

Seven decades ago, as our forces began to turn the tide of 
World War II, Prime Minister Winston Churchill traveled to 
Washington to coordinate our joint efforts. Our victories on 
the battlefield proved “what can be achieved by British and 
Americans working together heart and hand,” he said. “In fact, 
one might almost feel that if they could keep it up, there is 
hardly anything they could not do, either in the field of war or 
in the not less tangled problems of peace.” 

Keep it up we have — not only winning that war for our 
survival but also building the institutions that undergird 
international peace and security. The alliance between the 
United States and Great Britain is a partnership of the heart, 
bound by the history, traditions and values we share. But what 
makes our relationship special — a unique and essential asset 
— is that we join hands across so many endeavors. Put simply, 
we count on each other and the world counts on our alliance. 

As leading world economies, we are coordinating closely 
with our G-8 and G-20 partners to put people back to work, 
sustain the global recovery, stand with our European friends as 
they resolve their debt crisis and curb the reckless financial 
practices that have cost our taxpayers dearly. We’re 
committed to expanding the trade and investment that support 
millions of jobs in our two countries. 

As the two largest contributors to the international 
mission in Afghanistan, we’re proud of the progress our troops 
have made in dismantling al-Qaeda, breaking the Taliban’s 
momentum and training Afghan forces. But as recent events 
underscore, this remains a difficult mission. We honor the 
profound sacrifices of our forces, and in their name we’ll carry 
on the mission. 

Over the next few days, we will consult about 
preparations for the NATO summit in Chicago, where our 
alliance will determine the next phase of the transition that we 
agreed to in Lisbon. This includes shifting to a support role in 
advance of Afghans taking full responsibility for security in 
2014 and ensuring that NATO maintains an enduring 
commitment so that Afghanistan is never again a haven for al-
Qaeda to launch attacks against our citizens. 

As members of the international community, we have 
been united in imposing tough sanctions on the Iranian regime 
for failing to meet its international obligations. We believe 
there is time and space to pursue a diplomatic solution, and we 
are coordinating our diplomatic approach with China, France, 
Germany and Russia, our P5+1 partners. Meanwhile, as the 
United States imposes its strongest sanctions to date and the 
European Union prepares to impose an embargo on Iranian 
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oil, the choice for Tehran will be sharpened — meet your 
international obligations or face the consequences. 

As two nations that support the human rights and dignity 
of all people, we continue to stand with those brave citizens 
across the Middle East and North Africa who are demanding 
their universal rights. Having joined in the mission to protect 
the Libyan people last year, we support Libyan efforts to build 
democratic institutions and hold free and fair elections this 
year. We condemn the Syrian regime’s horrific violence 
against innocent civilians, and we are focused on the urgent 
humanitarian task of getting food and medicine to those in 
need. With our international partners, we’ll continue to tighten 
the noose around Bashar al-Assad and his cohorts, and we’ll 
work with the opposition and the United Nations-Arab League 
envoy Kofi Annan to plan for the transition that will follow 
Assad’s departure from power. 

As two of the world’s wealthiest nations, we embrace our 
responsibility as leaders in the development that enables 
people to live in dignity, health and prosperity. Even as we 
redouble our efforts to save lives in Somalia, we’re investing 
in agriculture to promote food security across the developing 
world. We’re working to improve maternal health and end 
preventable deaths of children. With a renewed commitment 

to the lifesaving work of the Global Fund for AIDS, TB and 
Malaria, we see the beginning of the end of the AIDS 
pandemic. Through our Open Government Partnership, we’re 
striving to make governments more transparent and 
accountable. 

Finally, as two peoples who live free because of the 
sacrifices of our men and women in uniform, we’re working 
together like never before to care for them when they come 
home. With new long-term collaborations to help our 
wounded warriors recover, assist in veterans’ transition back 
to civilian life and support military families, we recognize that 
our obligations to troops and veterans endure long after 
today’s battles end. 

Our troops and citizens have long shown what can be 
achieved when British and Americans work together, heart 
and hand, and why this remains an essential relationship — to 
our nations and the world. So like generations before us, we’re 
going to keep it up. Because with confidence in our cause and 
faith in each other, we still believe that there is hardly 
anything we cannot do. 

Barack Obama is president of the United States. David 
Cameron is prime minister of Great Britain. 
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44. Building The Navy's Future In Wisconsin 
(MILWAUKEE JOURNAL SENTINEL 12 MAR 12) ... Herb Kohl 

The Navy's most exciting and agile new ship is being built 
right here in Wisconsin. 

Marinette Marine won a hard-fought contract to build 10 
Littoral Combat Ships, fast and flexible naval vessels that are 
considered a backbone of the Navy's 21st-century fleet. Unlike 
the Navy's current fleet of larger ships, it can operate in 
shallow waters close to shore and swap out technology 
systems to meet its mission. And our workers at Marinette 
Marine have succeeded in making the Littoral Combat Ship an 
affordable investment at a time of tightening defense budgets. 
It's the right ship for our Navy and our country as we embark 
on a new defense strategy. 

In addition to its operational and affordability advantages, 
the Littoral Combat Ship program provides a much-needed 
economic boost to Wisconsin. Marinette Marine estimates that 
the current contract will allow them to employ 2,100 workers 
at the company as part of roughly 5,000 new jobs in 
northeastern Wisconsin and throughout the state. These are 
good-paying jobs for welders and machinists and workers in 
Marinette Marine's supply chain in Wisconsin. It is projected 
that $2.6 billion will be injected into the Wisconsin economy 
over the life of the contract. 

The Navy is counting on the Littoral Combat Ships built 
in Marinette to protect our vital interests around the world. For 
example, a growing share of international trade passes through 
narrow Pacific waterways. Keeping these sea lanes open is 
vital to our economy, and the USS Freedom - the first Littoral 
Combat Ship built in Marinette - will be based in Singapore to 
help accomplish this mission by stopping pirates and checking 
Chinese influence. More Littoral Combat Ships are expected 
to follow to increase our presence in the region. 

The Littoral Combat Ship is built to be flexible. It can be 
equipped with different mission packages to deliver the right 
tools to respond to different threats, whether it is mines, 

submarines or the small boats used by pirates, drug smugglers, 
terrorists or rogue states such as Iran. With a top speed of over 
46 mph, the Littoral Combat Ship can chase down speedboats 
and respond quickly to emergencies. 

The Littoral Combat Ship delivers another benefit to the 
Navy: affordability. Marinette Marine is now building the ship 
on a fixed-price contract, which makes the company 
responsible for cost overruns - not the taxpayer. Last year, the 
Navy awarded a $376 million contract for the latest ship built 
at Marinette Marine. By comparison, a single destroyer can 
cost upward of $2 billion. While destroyers are certainly vital 
to the fleet, our nation cannot afford to rely only on these large 
and expensive ships. 

With the Navy's fleet of frigates and minesweepers 
nearing retirement, Marinette Marine's Littoral Combat Ship 
will be critical to maintaining the Navy's global presence. 
Ultimately, the Navy hopes to add a total of 55 new Littoral 
Combat Ships to its fleet, which could mean decades of steady 
jobs and economic development in Wisconsin. 

The workers at Marinette Marine are learning from their 
experience building the USS Freedom to improve future ships 
and increase their productivity. The second ship built at 
Marinette - the future USS Fort Worth - is on schedule, on 
budget and built with 30% fewer production hours than the 
USS Freedom. The USS Fort Forth is nearly complete, and 
work is underway on the next two ships, the USS Milwaukee 
and USS Detroit. 

I've worked with the secretary of the Navy and my 
colleagues in the Senate to help bring the Littoral Combat 
Ship into the Navy's fleet. In 2010, we successfully pushed for 
Congress to approve the Navy's innovative plan to purchase 
two classes of Littoral Combat Ships from different shipyards, 
which preserves competition and reduces cost. I recently asked 
the Navy secretary about the Littoral Combat Ship and its 
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critical role in Navy readiness during a committee hearing on 
the defense budget, and my colleagues heard once again how 
important this ship is for the Navy's future plans. 

Our nation has vital interests all over the globe, and our 
Navy is there to safeguard those interests. The Littoral Combat 

Ship will be the Navy's backbone in the 21st century, and we 
are proud to say it is "Made in Wisconsin." 

Herb Kohl is a Democratic U.S. senator from Wisconsin. 
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45. In The Persian Gulf, A Vulnerable Fleet 
The Navy's capabilities are impressive. But we need more ships. 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 13 MAR 12) ... Bret Stephens 

ABOARD USS BUNKER HILL -- It didn't take Chief 
Warrant Officer Jason Echevarria more than a glance through 
the ship's binoculars to figure out what the Iranian-flagged 
dhow 3,400 yards off the starboard beam wasn't doing. 

For one thing, the gaily colored boat was larger than the 
dhows that typically ply the confined waters of the Persian 
Gulf. Its deck was clear of netting and tackle, and the paint job 
seemed fresh. The Furuno radar was another giveaway. And it 
was shadowing us, coming at one point within a mile. 

"If that's a fishing boat, I'm a monkey's uncle," said Mr. 
Echevarria, a native of Melbourne, Fla. Later, the boat would 
be photographed flying the colors of the IRGC-N, the naval 
branch of Iran's Revolutionary Guards Corps. 

Nobody on the Bunker Hill—a 567-foot, 9,800 ton 
guided-missile cruiser serving as the principal surface escort 
for the nearby carrier USS Carl Vinson—was surprised by the 
arrival of the Iranians. With Aegis radar, Seahawk helicopters 
and electro-optical scanners, Bunker Hill had been tracking 
the dhow long before it became visible in the morning haze. 
Michael Ford, the ship's captain, had been watching the 
Iranians even longer, ever since he first deployed to the Gulf 
some 20 years ago. Tension with Iran, he says, "ebbs and 
flows in terms of the rhetoric, but the reality of the interactions 
is still relatively routine." 

That's the point that nearly every senior officer I've met 
with on this trip seems most eager to make. On Jan. 3, Maj. 
Gen. Ataollah Salehi, the head of the Iranian military, made 
headlines world-wide by warning the departing carrier USS 
John C. Stennis not to re-enter the Gulf. Since then, however, 
two other U.S. carriers have come here without incident, and 
the Navy continues to deal with the Iranians—tower-to-air; 
bridge-to-bridge—generally on the basis of mutual 
professionalism. Far from being a flash point, the Gulf may be 
the only place where the U.S. and Iran have something like a 
functional relationship. 

But functional isn't friendly. Vice Adm. Mark Fox, the 
commander of the Fifth Fleet, stresses that the Navy is 
"absolutely prepared" for any contingency. 

At the same time, he offers a long list of the ways in 
which Iran has in recent years developed capabilities purpose-
built to challenge U.S. maritime dominance: ship-killing 
missiles; midget submarines of the kind that sank a South 
Korean corvette in 2010; mines ("the maritime equivalent of 
an IED," he says); and thousands of fast inboard attack craft—
basically, armed Boston Whalers meant to swarm larger U.S. 
ships. "I respect their capability," says Adm. Fox dryly. 

In the face of the asymmetrical threat, the Navy's first 
defense is an unmatched degree of situational awareness. 
From the Bunker Hill's blue-lit combat information center, 
Capt. Ford can see, identify and track everything that moves 
on or above (and probably below) the Gulf. Any departure 
from what the Navy calls "pattern of life" on the sea would be 
noticed long before the Iranians peak their head over the 
horizon. At that distance, the firepower a ship like the Bunker 
Hill can bring to bear could defeat almost anything Iran can 
muster. 

But the Navy has its own vulnerabilities. Iranian ships 
could lawfully come awfully close to the Bunker Hill before 
revealing their intentions, leaving Capt. Ford little time to 
deter and defend. Last month, The Journal reported that 
Pentagon war planners had identified "gaps" in military 
capabilities and needed to spend $100 million to fill them. One 
such gap: The Vinson currently lacks the Phalanx Close-in 
Weapons System, a high-powered gatling gun used to stop 
incoming missiles (or fast boats) at close range. The Navy 
insists it's covered by other defensive systems, but the absence 
of such guns was one reason the British Navy lost so many of 
its ships in the Falklands War. 

There's a deeper vulnerability. In our interview, Adm. Fox 
mentioned he had some 42 ships deployed, including two 
carriers. But between the Fleet's anti-piracy mission around 
Somalia and its aerial support for operations in Afghanistan, 
there are only two major U.S. surface combatants in the 
Gulf—the Vinson and the Bunker Hill—plus two nuclear 
attack submarines, four minesweepers and some smaller patrol 
ships. Were the Iranians to mine the Strait of Hormuz, the 
ships could be trapped in the Gulf for at least as long as it took 
the minesweepers to clear the way. 

How long would that take? In 1991 it took a year to clear 
up 1,300 mines in the Gulf. Today Iran is estimated to have 
some 5,000 mines. 

The Navy doesn't like to advertise this, but it is trying to 
fulfill its traditional global role with a fleet of 285 ships—the 
smallest it has been since before the First World War, even if 
modern warships are more capable than ever before. That 
number is likely to decline further under President Obama's 
proposed budgetary cuts. If you sleep better at night knowing 
that a powerful American Navy ensures the freedom of the 
seas in places like the Gulf, the time to start worrying about 
the Navy's future is now. 

Return to Index 
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46. U.S. Asia Strategy Not Driving PRC's Big Military Spending Increases 
(AOL DEFENSE 12 MAR 12) ... Dean Cheng 

The Chinese National People's Congress has announced 
its new defense budget, offering the People's Liberation Army 
(PLA) yet another double-digit increase, with funding up 11.2 
percent this time. Officially, this amounts to a $106 billion 
defense budget, although most observers believe that China's 
real defense budget is probably twice that much, if not more. 

In some quarters, the latest boost in Beijing's defense 
spending is already being blamed on the United States. The 
U.S. announced a "pivot to Asia" in January, so China 
promptly increased its defense budget. This line of thinking 
underscores the truth in the old adage that, for every problem, 
there is a solution that is neat, plausible - and wrong. 

Is it really reasonable to think that China's bureaucracy 
could incorporate the so-called pivot, which still lacks details 
on just what new resources will be committed to Asia, or what 
missions and tasks will be abandoned, and adjust its defense 
spending plans in six weeks? 

Moreover, the Obama administration, as well as 
Congress, has made clear it will be cutting the U.S. defense 
budget. Is it really reasonable to think that the Chinese are so 
terrified of the word "pivot" that they would automatically 
increase their defense spending in response? 

Finally, the reality is that China's defense spending has 
been increasing by double digits for over two decades, in 
essence since the end of the Cold War. Is it really reasonable 
to think that this year's increase in Chinese defense spending is 
purely or even primarily a response to American actions? 

Realistically, China's increase in defense spending reflects 
several trends that have little to do with the United States. 

First, China's changing strategic requirements. China's 
economy, the second-largest in the world, is rooted in global 
trade. China imports enormous quantities of oil, coal, food, 
and various raw materials. It also continues to have territorial 
disputes with almost every one of its neighbors, some of 
whom abut China's trade routes. It is therefore hardly 
surprising that the Chinese would improve their military to 
safeguard these interests. 

Second, the evolving nature of warfare. As Chinese 
military writers repeatedly observe, modern warfare is no 
longer a matter of individual weapons, but a contest between 
rival systems-of-systems. Consequently, the days of a PLA 
focused primarily on large numbers of forces, often 
primitively equipped, are long gone. Instead, today's PLA is 
equipping itself with modern weapons. More important, the 
PLA pays an enormous amount of attention on improving its 

command, control, communications, computers, intelligence, 
surveillance, and reconnaissance (C4ISR) capabilities, the 
systems that allow modern weapons to be employed to best 
effect. Such essential systems are increasingly costly, affecting 
defense budgets around the world, including not only China's 
but America's as well. 

Third, reform of the PLA itself. To accommodate the 
global transformation in warfare, the Chinese have been 
striving to shift their military from one focused on quantity to 
one that emphasizes quality. This requires, first and foremost, 
long-serving troops, especially non-commissioned officers 
(NCOs). For the past two decades, the Chinese have been 
trying to create a more professional NCO corps-a task which 
requires higher salaries and better living conditions, to retain 
people as a career. A significant portion of PLA defense 
spending increases have been aimed at quality-of-life matters. 

Fourth, more complex weapons are more expensive. A 
speech by Hu Jintao in December 2011 suggests that the 
ongoing five-year plan may see a shift in PLA resource 
allocation toward weapons acquisition. Hu indicated that 
military achievements in the last five-year plan, which 
included testing an anti-satellite weapon, fielding an array of 
new observation satellites, and unveiling of new combat 
aircraft such as the J-20, should serve as a foundation for 
further PLA equipment advances in the current five-year plan. 
Such increasingly sophisticated weapons, however, will be 
more expensive both to acquire and to maintain. 
Unsurprisingly, China is not replacing its old combat aircraft 
or naval combatants on a one-for-one basis. Nonetheless, 
China is still fielding one of the largest air forces and 
submarine fleets in the world. All of this will require 
substantial financial and human resources. 

What should be of concern to the United States is not that 
China's defense spending is increasing, per se, but that China 
is choosing to use those additional resources to acquire 
systems that seem to be specifically targeted at American 
capabilities. China's burgeoning anti-access/area denial 
capabilities, including anti-ship ballistic missiles, long-range 
cruise missiles, and attendant C4ISR capabilities, are far more 
optimized at keeping the United States out of the western 
Pacific than in preserving the sea lanes that supply the Chinese 
economy. 

Dean Cheng is a research fellow on Chinese political and 
security affairs at The Heritage Foundation’s Asian Studies 
Center.. 
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47. A Lesson For Lawmakers: Ignoring This Budget Issue Won’t Make It Vanish 
(WASHINGTON POST 13 MAR 12) ... Walter Pincus 

Let’s think about the unthinkable — sequestration. 
On Jan. 2, 2013, it will kick in if Congress can’t reach 

agreement before then on $1.2 trillion in cuts or added revenue 
over the next 10 years. Sequestration will be avoided if 
Congress passes legislation that President Obama will sign 
that undoes the legal requirement in the 2011 Budget Control 
Act. 

Sequestration is a process in which across-the-board 
spending cuts are applied to government programs in a 
uniform fashion to meet a reduction goal. 

Otherwise, on Jan. 2 the government must begin imposing 
the first of 10 years of across-the-board reductions in 
discretionary spending accounts for defense ($500 billion) and 
non-defense ($700 billion). 

For the Pentagon, that would be in addition to the $487 
billion reduction already built into the next 10 years. The 
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impact, according to Defense Secretary Leon Panetta, would 
be “devastating.” Deputy Defense Secretary Ash Carter last 
week called it the equivalent of “assisted suicide for the DoD 
[Defense Department].” 

Just how bad would it be? One-quarter of Defense’s fiscal 
2013 budget will already have been spent and the required 
additional $50 billion in cuts for the rest of the fiscal year 
would be much deeper. They would be even worse if the 
president exempts military pay, which is one-third of core 
Pentagon spending. 

That prospect hung in the air Thursday, when 300 defense 
industry representatives, investors and journalists heard Rep. 
Adam Smith (D-Wash.), the ranking minority member on the 
House Armed Services Committee, tell them, “A good chunk 
of Congress is in denial about the deficit.” 

The same applies to the rest of the country. 
Although Smith added, “We have to avoid sequester” and 

was “confident it would never happen,” he could not predict 
what was going to prevent it. He painted a grim picture. 

There would be a “stalemate if you can’t get tax cuts,” he 
said, and if a suitable compromise is not found, Democrats 
will just “allow some of the Bush tax cuts to expire,” which 
would help offset the $1.2 trillion. Smith finally predicted that 
if anything was to be approved to head off sequestration, it 
“has to happen during a lame-duck session” following the 
Nov. 6 presidential and congressional elections. 

After lawmakers appeared at the day-long 2012 Credit 
Suisse/McAleese and Associates-sponsored Pentagon 
Conference, 11 senior Defense civilian and military officials 
paraded to the podium. Led by Carter and including Navy 
Secretary Ray Mabus, Defense Comptroller Robert Hale, and 
Air Force Chief of Staff Gen. Norton Schwartz, each one 
mentioned or was asked about sequestration. No one said they 
thought it would occur, though none knew what would stop it. 

Carter, as Panetta told Congress earlier, said the Defense 
Department has yet to plan for sequester. The department was 
awaiting instructions from the Office of Management and 
Budget (OMB) which Carter said he expected to come “this 
summer.” Meanwhile, he said OMB and Pentagon lawyers are 
studying whether the across-the-board reductions will be 
applied to broad accounts, such as shipbuilding, or equally to 
each program, such as the new carrier, CVN-78, the USS 
Gerald R. Ford. 

Hale said should sequester occur, he expected there would 
be some furloughs for civilian employees as a quick way to 
save funds. He estimated it would disrupt investment 
programs by 10 percent. He hoped the department would be 
able to selectively reduce programs rather than cutting each by 
the same amount. 

Schwartz noted one unmentioned possible consequence of 
sequester. He said the contract with Boeing Co. to build the 

KC-46 air refueling tanker probably would have to be 
reopened since sequester could limit the payment program. 

Mabus mentioned fuel as an unplanned cost increase that 
must be met, sequestration or not. He said the Navy’s 2012 
plan called for paying $88 a barrel, but it had already risen to 
$107 a barrel. For the Navy, every dollar increase adds 
another $31 million to its costs, he said. Hale later picked up 
on fuel costs, saying they became a crisis when the price hit 
more than $100 a barrel, creating a $17 billion expense 
department-wide. As a result, Hale said they had to make up 
for the current increase looking “first at any operating 
accounts that are under-executing. But frequently the sources 
come from the investment accounts,” meaning procurement 
programs. 

Hale said he feared the lack of congressional progress on 
sequestration was scaring “our own people [in the Defense 
Department] and the investment community.” While he, too, 
doesn’t think it will happen, he noted Congress will need to 
pass a new law if it is to be headed off. 

Hale suggested a legislative “perfect storm” could 
develop in December, when a lame-duck Congress may be 
faced with approving a continuing resolution to cover fiscal 
2013 appropriations, the need to increase the debt ceiling and 
legislation to stave off sequestration. 

So far only two moves to stop sequester have minimal 
initial support. One bill introduced by Rep. Howard P. “Buck” 
McKeon (R-Calif.), chairman of the House Armed Services 
Committee, would accomplish just the first year of new, 
required defense savings by having attrition cut the federal 
workforce by 10 percent over 10 years. A bill in the Senate, 
co-sponsored by six Republicans, continues the pay freeze on 
federal employees through June 2014 and reduces the civilian 
workforce by hiring only two workers for every three who 
leave. 

Neither has bipartisan backing and both probably would 
face a presidential veto. 

Panetta, who has been involved in budget battles as a 
chairman of the House Budget Committee, OMB director and 
White House chief of staff, told the House Budget Committee 
Feb. 29 that he hoped Congress would “put on the table, not 
just discretionary alone, but mandatory spending and, yes, 
revenues. That is the responsible way to reduce deficits and 
the responsible way to avoid the sequester.” 

“The Pentagon finds it ridiculous that Congress continues 
to avoid the tough discussions on sequestration,” a senior 
defense official said Monday. 

In today’s political atmosphere of “party first,” I doubt 
that Panetta’s hopes will be fufilled, especially in a post-
election, down-to-the-wire December showdown played 
against threats of a government shutdown and debt default. 

Return to Index 
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BBLLOOGGSS::  
48. EXCERPTS FROM BLOGS AROUND THE WORLD 
(PUBLISHED 09 – 12 MAR 12) 

 
Innovation by ADM J.C. Harvey, Jr. from Fleet 

Forces Command Blog, March 9 
If you were standing near the present day carrier piers at 

Naval Station Norfolk on the morning of 8 March, exactly 150 
years ago today, you would have seen at anchorage between 
Fort Monroe and Newport News several of the Union Navy’s 
most powerful warships. Turning to look up the Elizabeth 
River you would have seen a great plume of soot trailing what 
was truly an innovative creation of the day – a hybrid 
incarnation of a Greek trireme and an armored floating battery 
known as the CSS VIRGINIA. She was the Confederate 
Navy’s first steam-powered ironclad warship and was en route 
that morning to deliver a stunning blow against the Union 
Navy that would shatter conventional thinking about warship 
design, and profoundly changed naval warfare forever. 

However, the following morning, again from your shore-
side view point, you would have noticed an odd cylindrical 
object at anchor west of the present day Hampton Roads 
Bridge Tunnel. Overnight, USS MONITOR had arrived. 
MONITOR was a monumental technological achievement and 
quite possibly the most revolutionary warship of the 18th 
century (even more so than CSS VIRGINIA). She was fully 
steam-powered with no mast or sails, built almost entirely of 
iron and crowned with an armored revolving turret (the first of 
its kind on a warship). And she had arrived just in time to 
disrupt VIRGINIA’s initiative to finish off the Union Navy in 
Hampton Roads. 

While this first engagement between ironclad warships 
eventually ended in a stalemate, the historic battle marked a 
sweeping change in conventional thinking and ushered in a 
new era of naval warfare. Wind powered wooden warships 
were instantaneously obsolete. 

It’s one thing to look back and admire the significant 
achievements in our past, especially when they involve a 
revolutionary new platform or weapon system. But innovation 
does not always have to equate to a huge technical leap 
forward; it does not always have to come in the form of a new 
multi-billion dollar program; and it certainly does not have to 
be the be-all and the end-all solution. Simple solutions (e.g., 
changing tactics based on lessons learned from a series of 
meaningful exercises) can often be just as effective at ushering 
in a new era in warfare. An example of this is how in the inter-
war period the Navy learned to sustain itself for a trans-
oceanic campaign lasting three years with 6,000 nautical mile 
supply chains. 

But in order to have a true innovative culture in our Navy, 
we need to foster the type of environment in which everyone 
has the opportunity, regardless of position, to think critically 
and improve the way we do business in the Fleet. It is for this 
reason that RDML Kraft and the Navy Warfare Development 
Command (NWDC), the Fleet lead for innovation, will be 
hosting an Innovation Symposium on 13-14 March titled: 
Regaining the Innovation Advantage…Awakening our 
Creative DNA. This symposium is an integral part of a larger 
campaign plan now in development to reinvigorate the 

conditions for an innovative culture and overcome our internal 
barriers to innovation. 

Now, anyone who works for me (or reads my blog) 
knows that I am naturally skeptical of symposiums and 
conferences. These events are often treated as vacations away 
from the office with no real requirement to produce anything 
of substance. I do, however, believe that when properly 
planned and executed, we can achieve great value from 
bringing together some of the brightest minds in the business 
to think through and discuss our current challenges. I will 
kick-off the symposium next Tuesday and look forward to the 
rich discussions and, most importantly, the actions and 
meaningful changes that we pursue as a result. 

 
University of Notre Dame NROTC Remarks by ADM 

J.C. Harvey, Jr. from Fleet Forces Command Blog, March 
12 

I recently had the great privilege of visiting with Naval 
ROTC students from around the country as keynote speaker 
for the 2012 Naval Leadership Weekend hosted by the 
University of Notre Dame NROTC Unit (my remarks here). 
Notre Dame shares a great history with our Navy, having been 
selected as a training location for our officer candidates early 
in World War II when the university faced severe financial 
difficulties after losing much of its enrollment due to the draft. 

The Naval leadership event was held in the Press Box at 
the historic Notre Dame Stadium. For the 17th consecutive 
year, NROTC students from across our nation came together 
to discuss issues critical to their roles as Navy and Marine 
Corps leaders. I very much enjoyed the opportunity to speak 
with these young men and women about their fundamental 
responsibility to provide leadership to the Sailors and Marines 
who will soon be in their charge. I introduced the midshipmen 
to the leadership philosophy of Vice Admiral James Stockdale 
(previously discussed here), who served as an extraordinary 
model of moral leadership for my generation of Naval 
Officers. 

Thanks again to CAPT Earl Carter and the Midshipmen 
of the Notre Dame NROTC unit for hosting me and a very 
special thank you to Mr. Dan Brazo for the exceptional tour of 
the Notre Dame stadium – “Play like a champion today!” 

View Gallery (9 Photos) 
 
Last Lap for Enterprise CVAN/CVN-65 by 

UltimaRatioReg from U.S. Naval Institute Blog, March 10 
Tomorrow, 11 March 2012, the storied USS Enterprise 

(CVN-65) will leave home port to ply the world’s oceans for 
the 22nd, and last time. As she is about to head toward Middle 
Eastern waters, the Associated Press published a nice piece 
about her, and the challenges that her crew of 4,000 face in 
keeping a ship that is older than most of their parents 
operating and ready. 

Since SWMBO reminded me how expensive picture 
books were to print, I figured I would take advantage of this 
newfangled internet thing to post some pictures of the Big E, 
and relate some things about her 52 years in service. A good 
deal of these pictures will come from familiar places, such as 
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NavSource.org, and DANFS, as well as some others included 
from various spots. 

It is staggering to think of a ship 52 years in commission. 
How long is that? Here are some facts about Enterprise and 
her history: 

 The sitting Secretary of the Navy, William B. Franke, 
whose wife christened CVAN-65, had been born in 
1894. He lived to be 85, and still died 33 years ago. 

 Enterprise’s first CO, Captain Vincent P. de Poix, 
Annapolis ’39, had been a World War II aviator, and 
is still with us at 95! 

 In February of 1962, Enterprise stood by to assist 
with the recovery of the first American to orbit the 
Earth, Lt. Col John Glenn, USMC, in Mercury 6. 

 Enterprise was a part of the Second Fleet force that 
established the “Naval quarantine” of Cuba during 
the Cuban Missile Crisis, October, 1962. 

 Enterprise was the first nuclear powered warship ever 
to operate in a combat zone, off Vietnam, December, 
1965. 

 Enterprise remains the longest warship ever to put to 
sea at 1,102 feet, 2 inches. 

 On May 24th, 2011, a Navy F/A-18F Super Hornet of 
VFA-11 made arrested landing number 400,000 on 
Enterprise. 

 When Enterprise joined the fleet in October of 1961, 
she was one of 24 carriers, and the only nuclear-
powered carrier, in a Navy of 870 ships. Today she is 
one of 11 nuclear-powered carriers in a Navy of 285 
ships. 

 Enterprise deployed to Vietnam six times, Operation 
SOUTHERN WATCH three times, Operation 
ENDURING FREEDOM four times (about to be 
five), and Operation IRAQI FREEDOM three times. 
Her CO, Captain William Hamilton, was not yet 
three years old when Enterprise was commissioned, 
her XO would not be born for another five years. 

Best of luck to all the Officers and Sailors who crew this 
venerable old warship. She carries a glorious name proudly. 
One day you can tell your grandchildren you sailed on her. 
When you return, she will pass from the Navy list and into 
history. 

But perhaps her name can live on with CVN-80. There 
always should be an Enterprise in the U.S. Navy. 

View Gallery (7 Photos) 
 
CLF Ships’ New Tech = Better Service by Wayne Cox 

from Armed with Science (DoD Live), March 12 
Wayne Cox is Combat Logistics Force Load Planner for 

the Military Sealift Command. 
Thirty ships in Military Sealift Command’s Combat 

Logistics Force are the logistics backbone of the Navy’s 
global fleet. Operating 24/7, CLF ships keep hundreds of U.S. 
Navy ships supplied and able to remain at sea on task for 
extended periods of time. Last year alone, CLF ships delivered 
more than 1.3 million square feet of cargo and more than 583 
million gallons of fuel to Navy ships at sea. 

For MSC’s CLF ships, getting the right supplies to the 
right ships in a timely manner is a daunting task. That task, 
however, has become easier due to a new globally integrated 
cargo load management system currently being implemented 
by MSC’s CLF ships and six subordinate commands 
worldwide. 

The old cargo load management system used outdated 
technology that was virtually unaltered since the 1960s. The 
new system offers unprecedented benefits over the previous 
one, including a comprehensive, real-time, centralized look at 
the total inventory of supplies on board CLF ships. Access to 
the big picture, in turn, has enabled CLF ships to more 
efficiently respond to the demands of fleet customers in need 
of food, fuel, spare parts and other vital supplies. 

Ship inventories worldwide can now be monitored from 
six centralized locations ashore. Latest state-of-the-art 
computer technology enables both seagoing personnel and a 
shore-based management team to see accurate, up-to-date 
inventories. As a result, supply-laden CLF ships can be better 
directed to provide the necessary underway replenishment to 
Navy combatant ships at sea. 

Shoreside support personnel dedicated to monitoring CLF 
ship inventories have already been trained at MSC Far East in 
Singapore and MSC Central in Bahrain. By mid-March, 19 
CLF ships are scheduled to have completed the software 
upgrades that allow shoreside personnel to see total inventory 
information. All changes, ashore and afloat, are slated for 
completion by October 2012. 

The old cargo load management system was designed to 
support independently operating CLF ships, which all 
functioned as individual stock points to replenish Navy 
combatant ships at sea. Whenever specific supplies were 
needed aboard a ship, the crew could only contact the crew 
aboard a specifically assigned CLF ship to see if the ship was 
stocked with the desired cargo. For the Navy’s seagoing 
forces, this piecemeal look at supply inventories – ship by ship 
– made it challenging and time consuming to locate and obtain 
urgently needed materials. A change was needed. 

Accurate data is the first step to ensure high-quality 
viewing and efficient management of all CLF inventories from 
ashore. Using a software upgrade, called the Shipboard Load 
Management Module, all inventory data carried by the ships is 
transmitted via satellite link to a shore-based Global Stock 
Control Office, or GSCO, located at Naval Station Norfolk, 
Va., as well as a CLF logistics officer-led team based at each 
of MSC’s five area commands worldwide. 

Ashore in Norfolk, the GSCO performs two primary 
functions; processing all CLF ship resupply requests and 
keeping track of all CLF ship inventories, including managing 
the financial transactions between ships. 

At the area commands, the CLO team serves as a 
centralized point of contact to coordinate requests from all 
combatant ships in that area of operations. Based on the 
centralized inventory information available via satellite, the 
CLO team can accurately determine which CLF ships should 
resupply which Navy combatant ships. 

The new cargo load management system went live in 
August 2011 when MSC dry cargo/ammunition ship USNS 
Amelia Earhart, MSC Far East and the GSCO in Norfolk 
participated in a major Pacific Fleet exercise supporting the 
USS George Washington Carrier Strike Group, successfully 
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conducting 30 underway replenishments that transferred 2,400 
pallets. 

 
I Got Blasted By the Pentagon’s Pain Ray — Twice by 

Spencer Ackerman from Danger Room (WIRED), March 
12 

QUANTICO, Virginia — One moment it’s a chilly 
afternoon. But as I learned, in the very next moment, and 
without warning, your chest and neck feel like they’ve gotten 
a blast of unbearable steam heat. 

That’s because of an imposing device the U.S. military 
calls the Active Denial System. It’s an energy weapon, 
commonly known as the “Pain Ray,” that turns electricity into 
millimeter wave radio frequency. And heat. Lots of heat. 

The military wants it to burn suspicious people who might 
pose a threat to a base. Yet the Active Denial System has 
never fired a millimeter wave in anger, despite 15 years in 
development. On a crisp Friday afternoon, however, the 
military wants the Active Denial System to burn a different 
target. Me. 

A field-grade officer on a grassy, calm field on the 
Marine base here beckons me to stand between four cones, on 
a spray-painted orange X. I am advised to jump sideways 
when the heat becomes unbearable. Whatever, I think, this 
isn’t really going to burn me. 

Especially because I can’t see the Pain Ray, even though 
it’s mounted on two big, goofy looking trucks. One model is a 
tricked-out green Humvee topped with a huge, flat backboard 
and a gun barrel; the other is much bigger, mounted on an 
eight-wheeled flatbed truck. Their handlers call the smaller 
one Ralph and the bigger one Pete. But since Ralph and Pete 
are seven football fields away — far beyond the reach of every 
other non-lethal weapon — they don’t seem threatening. 

This turns out to be pure journalistic arrogance. 
When the signal goes out over radio to shoot me, there’s 

no warning — no flash, no smell, no sound, no round. 
Suddenly my chest and neck feel like they’ve been exposed to 
a blast furnace, with a sting thrown in for good measure. I’m 
getting blasted with 12 joules of energy per square centimeter, 
in a fairly concentrated blast diameter. I last maybe two 
seconds of curiosity before my body takes the controls and 
yanks me out of the way of the beam. 

I’m feeling the heat for a good ten seconds afterward. 
Then, like a genius, I go back for seconds. (Some friends from 
al-Jazeera wanted to film me — or so they said.) If I was, say, 
an Afghan at the gates of a Forward Operating Base who 
seemed indifferent to a flash-grilling, the guards would 
probably have used their regular and very lethal carbines to 
light me up. Instead, I decide that I don’t really want thirds. 

That reaction is among the reasons why the technicians at 
the Pentagon’s Joint Nonlethal Weapons Directorate consider 
the Active Denial System one of their most impressive 
weapons. But it’s a troubled system. Some of the Pain Ray’s 
woes are technical. Others are more fundamental. 

Usually the Active Denial System is described as a 
“microwave” weapon. That’s not really correct. True, Pete and 
Ralph’s guts contain a gyrotron, the older brother of your 
microwave’s magnetron, through which energy passes through 
a magnetic field to become heat. But millimeter waves don’t 
penetrate nearly as deeply as microwaves — only 1/64th of an 
inch. Even though the weapon uses much, much more energy 

than a microwave, the Directorate has tried and failed to use it 
to cook a turkey. 

That’s not all the Active Denial System has failed at. 
The system’s gone through battery after battery of tests, 

including one that put an airman in the hospital. (The 
Directorate’s rejoinder: it’s tested the Pain Ray 11,000 times 
and only two people, including that airman, got hurt.) But its 
“attenuation” — that is, its potency — goes down when it’s 
raining, snowing or dusty, concedes one of its chief scientists, 
Diana Loree of the Air Force Research Laboratory, without 
specifying the degree of reduction. And that’s not its biggest 
design flaw. 

Loree says the boot-up time on the Pain Ray is “sixteen 
hours.” So if the system is at a dead stop on a base and, say, 
the locals protest the burning of a Koran, guards at the entry 
points won’t be burning anyone. The Directorate says that in a 
realistic deployment, the Active Denial System will be kept in 
ready mode — that is, loudly humming as its fuel tanks power 
it, or hooked up to a base’s generator. But that makes it a gas 
guzzler, at a time when the military’s trying to reduce its 
expensive fuel costs. 

“That’s something we’ve really got to look hard at, how 
do we make the system as efficient as possible,” says Marine 
Col. Tracy Tafolla, the head of the Joint Non-Lethal Weapons 
Directorate, “to make sure that we’re not running a lot of 
fuel.” 

Another problem is less technological and more 
fundamental. In 2010, Gen. Stanley McChrystal, then the 
commander of U.S. troops in Afghanistan, sent the Pain Ray 
back to the States after a deployment of mere weeks. His 
reasoning: it was too great a propaganda boon to the Taliban, 
who’d say the U.S. was microwaving Afghans, giving them 
cancer, making them sterile, and so forth. 

The Directorate is quick to say it’s done extensive “bio-
effects” testing, and the system can’t do any of that — so, 
surprise, Taliban propaganda is bogus. But commanders in 
Afghanistan may not be so quick to embrace the Pain Ray 
while Afghan tempers stay inflamed. The system is effectively 
in limbo, as none of the services want to purchase it — and it 
hasn’t even been upgraded since 2010. It’s fundamentally the 
same Pain Ray that McChrystal returned to sender. 

That’s actually why I’ve been burned. The military’s 
interest in bringing the press out to Quantico was basically to 
generate a rare round of good-news stories for the system. 
That stings worse than my shoulder. 

View Clip (RT: 2:38) 
 
Naval Health Research Center Investigators Track 

Vaccine in Military Recruits by Cmdr. Dennis J. Faix, 
MC, USN; Anthony Hawksworth, Cmdr. Patrick J. Blair, 
MSC, USN from Navy Medicine Live, March 8 

Military recruits are particularly vulnerable to respiratory 
infections like the cold or flu because of crowded living 
quarters and shared facilities. Adenoviruses, a large family of 
viruses, are the most common cause of respiratory infections 
and outbreaks in military recruits. “Boot camp flu” and 
“recruit hack” are familiar slang terms often used in the 
training environment. 

Adenovirus infections decreased dramatically at basic 
training centers between 1971 and 1996 following 
immunization with a vaccine against two types of adenovirus. 
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However, the disease reemerged when production of the 
vaccine ceased and vaccination was discontinued. Since 1996 
the Naval Health Research Center (NHRC) in San Diego, has 
conducted surveillance studies at eight DoD training sites. 
This surveillance has allowed for an historical record of the 
prevalence of adenovirus infections and was the reason for re-
establishing the vaccine in DoD in 2011. 

In 2007, a multi-center study of a new vaccine was 
conducted by investigators from the Naval Health Research 
Center and Walter Reed Army Institute of Research located in 
Silver Spring, Md., to assess the new vaccine’s safety and 
efficacy. Recruits at two basic training sites were randomly 
assigned to receive either the new vaccine or a placebo. 
Vaccine efficacy was 99.3 percent. As a result of this safety 
trial, the new vaccine was FDA approved for use in the 
military in 2011. After October 2011, when recruits began to 
received the vaccine, adenovirus infections have almost 
disappeared from the training sites, likely attributable to the 
new vaccine. 

Recent data from the Naval Health Research Center noted 
a remarkable reduction of almost 75 percent in the febrile 
respiratory illness rates beginning in mid-November 2011. 

While rates will be monitored well into the future, we are 
encouraged. It is extremely gratifying to see the work of so 
many professionals culminate with such a clear demonstration 
of the effectiveness of this new vaccine – the people who 
worked on this project can be proud that their efforts in 
preventing recruit illness and saving lives. 

The NHRC develops and delivers operational biomedical 
research solutions that enhance the health, safety, readiness, 
and performance of our military forces. 

For more information about NHRC, click here. 
Sidebar: 
The Naval Health Research Center’s role in the 

adenovirus surveillance and vaccine testing. 

 Conducted Febrile Respiratory Illness surveillance to 
monitor adenovirus infection in recruits at Basic 
Training Centers 

 Served as reference laboratory for 2004 phase II 
study of Ad4/Ad7 vaccine 

 Co-led 2007 phase III vaccine trial, managing one of 
the two clinical sites 

 Performed all of the virologic testing for the trial in 
compliance with established Good Laboratory 
Practices and FDA standards 

 Continues the long term, ongoing Febrile Respiratory 
Illness surveillance to monitor effectiveness of the 
vaccine 

 
From Battle of Trafalgar to War of 1812 by Bill 

Doughty from Navy Reads, March 11 
Acts of valor were commonplace in the days of sailing 

ships, conquest and experimental new techniques of warfare in 
the early 1800s. So were acts of terror and subversion. 

A European perspective of those events and an amazing 
beginning for modern military techniques and weaponry can 
be found in the pages of Tom Pocock’s The Terror Before 
Trafalgar: Nelson, Napoleon, and the Secret War. 

The late historian shows that for Britain, at least, the War 
of 1812 began in 1801 when the mighty British navy was 

challenged by Napoleon Bonaparte and France, assisted by the 
Spanish fleet. 

Other countries or territories drawn into the conflict or 
directly affected by it included Denmark, Austria, Russia, 
Prussia, Italy and Egypt, according to Pocock. Even Sweden, 
Peru and Jamaica were impacted. 

In fact, a case can be made that the Napoleonic Wars were 
the first world war. 

The Battle of Trafalgar, death of Lord Nelson (told in 
painful detail in this book), and rise of Robert Fulton’s 
experiments certainly marked the beginning of the end of 
ancient warfare and military customs. The savagery of the 
guillotine, also described in great detail, and the finery of 
national leaders’ costumes were on their way to becoming 
historic artifacts. 

Read Pocock’s description of Napoleon Bonaparte on the 
day of his coronation as Emperor of France by Pope Pius VII. 

“The Emperor was dressed in crimson velvet, 
embroidered with gold and silver, in lace, white silk 
stockings, white velvet slippers embroidered in gold; 
he wore a diamond-encrusted sword and carried the 
sceptre of Charlemagne and the Bourbons’ symbolic 
Hand of Justice. He had become a glittering pantomime 
figure...” 
Other parallels from the early 1800s to world wars more 

than a century later: Napoleon/Hitler, shifting European 
alliances, assault landing crafts (catamarans with ramps), 
similar battle/invasion plans, and the spotty success of 
torpedoes at the beginning of the war. 

Pocock profiles American inventor Robert Fulton as 
friend of Thomas Paine who first sought to develop a 
submarine for France before working with the British navy to 
deploy the first submarine and torpedoes, known as 
“carcasses,” “coffers” and “hogsheads.” 

“The two-ton ‘coffer’ was the largest, twenty-one 
feet long, boat-shaped, with wedge-like bow and stern; 
wooden, but caulked, lead-lined and covered with 
tarred canvas, it was packed with forty barrels of 
gunpowder. The coffer was ballasted so that its deck 
was flush with the surface and fitted with a buoyed 
grappling hook to catch the mooring cable of an enemy 
ship...” 
Fulton and fellow inventors Sir Sidney Smith and Charles 

Rogier were under-appreciated for their innovative machines 
and experiments, called “infernals,” which often had less-than-
perfect results. The European military hierarchy, only a 
generation removed from those who were shocked at the 
guerilla tactics of the colonists, spoke out strongly against the 
SEALs-like attacks at night with torpedoes and mines. 

Others, like Rear Adm. Home Popham, had the view that 
“battles in the future may be fought under water: our 
invincible ships of the line may give place to horrible and 
unknown structures, our frigates to catamarans, our pilots to 
divers, our hardy, dauntless tars to submarine assassins, 
coffers, rockets, catamarans, infernals...” 

Published in 2002 by the Naval Institute Press, The Terror 
Before Trafalgar is understandably linked to the events of 
9/11. 

With a fascinating cast of characters, including wives, 
lovers (like Lord Nelson's married mistress Lady Emma 
Hamilton), soldiers and spies, Pocock shows how espionage 
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and terror influenced -- or failed to influence events. A cart of 
explosives was used in an attempt to kill Napoleon and 
Josephine (Fail). Catholic insurrections in Ireland were 
planned as a diversion timed to allow France to invade across 
the Channel (Fail). Plots of assassination were hatched in 
Egypt against the British sovereignty and coup attempts were 
launched in Paris (Fail and Fail). 

Speaking of “fails”.... 
British impressment, capturing suspected British citizens 

who were sometimes Americans, became necessary in the 
early 1800s to fill the ranks of the British navy. The issue led 
directly to the War of 1812. At the same time, Napoleon knew 
he could not hold territory on the other side of the Atlantic 
while he tried to wage war in Europe and eastward, with his 
sights on India. He sold the Louisiana Territory -- the whole 
Mississippi valley, from the Rio Grande to the Rocky 
Mountains, New Orleans to Canada -- to the United States, in 
what would become known as the Louisiana Purchase, for 
$1.5M -- a win for Thomas Jefferson and the United States but 
a huge loss for Napoleon and France. 

According to Pocock: 
“Ironically, Bonaparte had sought war but was not 

ready for it, while the British had hoped for peace and 
were ready to fight.” 
France dominated the land war, but Britain controlled the 

seas, successfully defending the homeland. The British navy 
proved that a commitment to maintaining peace must be tied 
to a readiness for war. 

 
YOUR Navy Operating Forward from Navy Live, 

March 12 
Right now your Navy is 100% on watch around the globe 

helping to preserve the American way of life. Whether it be 
operating and training in the waters off the coast of Virginia or 
forward deployed to the South China Sea, the flexibility and 
presence provided by our U.S. naval forces provides national 
leaders with great options for protecting and maintaining our 
national security and interests around the world. The imagery 
below highlights the Navy’s ability to provide those options 
by operating forward. 

 YOKOSUKA, Japan - The Seawolf-class attack 
submarine USS Connecticut (SSN 22) arrives at Fleet 
Activities Yokosuka during its deployment to the 
Western Pacific Region. 

 ATLANTIC OCEAN - Aviation boatswain's mates 
direct the landing of an AH-1W Super Cobra 
helicopter on the flight deck of the amphibious 
assault ship USS Kearsarge (LHD 3). 

 WHITE BEACH NAVAL FACILITY, Okinawa - A 
landing craft air cushion approaches the well deck of 
the forward-deployed amphibious dock landing ship 
USS Tortuga (LSD 46). 

 ARABIAN GULF - USS Carl Vinson (CVN 70) and 
USS Bunker Hill (CG 52) conduct a replenishment at 
sea with the Military Sealift Command support ship 
USNS Bridge (T-AOE 10). 

 SEA OF JAPAN - SN Kameron Maison and SN 
Edward Kirtley hook a hoisting sling onto an SH-60F 
Sea Hawk helicopter aboard USS Blue Ridge (LCC 
19) during an vertical replenishment. 

 ARABIAN SEA - Sailors observe a double-probe 
fuel line from the Military Sealift Command dry 
cargo and ammunition ship USNS Richard E. Byrd 
(T-AKE 4) as it approaches a refueling station aboard 
the amphibious transport dock ship USS New 
Orleans (LPD 18) during a replenishment at sea. 

 ARABIAN GULF - An F/A-18F Super Hornet 
assigned to Strike Fighter Squadron (VFA) 22 
launches from the flight deck aboard the Nimitz-class 
aircraft carrier USS Carl Vinson (CVN 70). 

 NORFOLK - The aircraft carrier USS Enterprise 
(CVN 65) departs Naval Station Norfolk for the 
ship's 22nd and final deployment. 

View Gallery (8 Photos) 
Your Navy TODAY (March 8 - 12, 2012) 
On any given day, in your Navy, our team of more than 

600,000 professional Sailors and Civilians are working 
together around the globe to perform our mission: deter 
aggression and, if deterrence fails, win our Nation’s wars. It is 
not possible to share every aspect of this global team but, 
through this blog, we offer you a glimpse of what these men 
and women do. 

View Mar. 8 Gallery (4 Photos) 
View Mar. 9 Gallery (4 Photos) 
View Mar. 12 Gallery (4 Photos) 
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On This Day In The Navy: 
1776: Captain John Paul Jones in Alfred with brig Providence captures British transport Mellish, carrying winter uniforms later 
used by Washington's troops. 
 

TOP STORIES: 
1. Asia Trips Highlight Obama Policy 
(WASHINGTON POST 13 NOV 12) ... Craig Whitlock 

ABOARD A U.S. MILITARY AIRCRAFT — Just days after winning a second term, the Obama administration is intensifying its 
focus on Asia, with the Pentagon chief, secretary of state and the president himself making visits to the region to underline the White 
House’s foreign policy priorities for the next four years. 

 
2. Iran Launches Air Drill As ‘Warning’ To Enemies 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 12 NOV 12) 

TEHRAN — Iran on Nov. 12 launched an air defense exercise a general said was aimed at optimizing its deterrent capabilities, as 
well as sending a “strong warning” to those threatening it with military strikes. 

 
3. Returning Sailors Recall Devastation From Sandy 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 13 NOV 12) ... Mike Hixenbaugh 

NORFOLK -- Sailors cleared debris from Staten Island's sand-covered streets. They pumped water out of beach houses in Breezy 
Point. Others dove into the Hudson River to repair a pier and restore a critical commuter ferry between Hoboken and Manhattan. 

 

ASIA – PACIFIC: 
4. Panetta Heads To Australia To Ramp Up Marine Presence 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 12 NOV 12) ... Gopal Ratnam 

Defense Secretary Leon Panetta arrives in Australia today to discuss ways to increase the U.S. Marine Corps presence in the 
country as well as secure Air Force access to its bases, a senior U.S. defense official said. 

 
5. Taiwan Test-Fires New 'Carrier Killer' Anti-Ship Missile 
(TAIPEI TIMES 13 NOV 12) ... J. Michael Cole 

Taiwan's top military research institute last month test-fired a powerful new anti-ship missile that could send a strong signal to 
China as it launches its first aircraft carrier, a reports said yesterday. 

 
6. Signs Of Wrangling In China Over Top Military Post 
(NEW YORK TIMES 13 NOV 12) ... Jane Perlez 

BEIJING — Even as the Communist Party Congress concludes its sweeping leadership transition later this week, the question of 
whether the departing president, Hu Jintao, will keep his powerful post as head of the military looms as a major unresolved issue, and 
one of deepest intrigue. 

 

MIDEAST: 
7. Turmoil Dims Obama’s Goals For Mideast Peace Negotiations 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 13 NOV 12) ... Nicole Gaouette 

President Barack Obama now confronts a changing Islamic world that’s far more tumultuous than the one he faced when he took 
office for his first term. 
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8. New Mayhem On 2 Borders As Syrian Opposition Unifies 
(NEW YORK TIMES 13 NOV 12) ... Sebnem Arsu and Rick Gladstone 

GAZIANTEP, Turkey — Syria pulled both Turkey and Israel closer to military entanglements in its civil war on Monday, 
bombing a rebel-held Syrian village a few yards from the Turkish border in a deadly aerial assault and provoking Israeli tank 
commanders in the disputed Golan Heights into blasting a mobile Syrian artillery unit across their own armistice line. 

 
9. Arab Groups Quickly Back Syria Opposition Coalition 
Some Syrians Hopeful About Alliance; Damascus Is Dismissive 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 13 NOV 12) ... Sam Dagher, Nour Malas and Matt Bradley 

Two Arab organizations offered initial blessings Monday to a newly formed Syrian opposition umbrella group, marking a swift 
international debut for the group one day after it was founded in Doha, Qatar. 

 
10. Israel Strikes Back After Syria Shelling 
Army Lands 'Direct Hit' Over the Border After Mortar Lands in Golan Heights, It Says, as Tel Aviv Is 
Drawn Into Conflict 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 13 NOV 12) ... Joshua Mitnick 

TEL AVIV—Israel's army said it had fired on and hit a Syrian military vehicle on Monday after a Syrian mortar shell landed in 
the Golan Heights—the first time in four decades the Jewish state struck a Syrian target from the strategic plateau and the first time 
Israel has been drawn militarily into its neighbor's war. 

 

AFGHANISTAN: 
11. Decision On Afghanistan Deployment Nearing, Panetta Says 
(NEW YORK TIMES 13 NOV 12) ... Elisabeth Bumiller 

HICKAM AIR FORCE BASE, Hawaii — White House and Pentagon officials hope to determine within weeks the number of 
American troops that will remain for the long term in Afghanistan after the bulk of United States forces come home in 2014, Defense 
Secretary Leon E. Panetta said Monday. 

 
12. Afghan Warlord’s Call To Arms Rattles Officials 
(NEW YORK TIMES 13 NOV 12) ... Graham Bowley 

HERAT, Afghanistan — One of the most powerful mujahedeen commanders in Afghanistan, Ismail Khan, is calling on his 
followers to reorganize and defend the country against the Taliban as Western militaries withdraw, in a public demonstration of 
faltering confidence in the national government and the Western-built Afghan National Army. 

 

WHITE HOUSE: 
13. Kerry Weighed As Possible Defense Chief 
(WASHINGTON POST 13 NOV 12) ... Karen DeYoung and Greg Miller 

President Obama is considering asking Sen. John F. Kerry (D-Mass.) to serve as his next defense secretary, part of an extensive 
rearrangement of his national security team that will include a permanent replacement for former CIA director David H. Petraeus. 

 
14. Sensitive Topics Back On The Table 
With the election behind him, Obama is considering making shifts on Iran, Syria, Afghanistan, China 
(LOS ANGELES 13 NOV 12) ... Paul Richter 

WASHINGTON -- The Obama administration has begun to reassess its foreign policy on a range of challenges, including Iran, 
Syria, Afghanistan and missile defense, that were viewed as too politically sensitive for any substantial shifts during the presidential 
campaign. 

 

PETRAEUS INVESTIGATION: 
15. General Investigated For Emails To Petraeus Friend 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 13 NOV 12) ... Robert Burns 

ABOARD A U.S. MILITARY AIRCRAFT -- In a new twist to the Gen. David Petraeus sex scandal, the Pentagon said Tuesday 
that the top American commander in Afghanistan, Gen. John Allen, is under investigation for alleged "inappropriate communications" 
with a woman who is said to have received threatening emails from Paula Broadwell, the woman with whom Petraeus had an 
extramarital affair. 
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16. Concern Grows Over Top Military Officers’ Ethics 
(NEW YORK TIMES 13 NOV 12) ... Thom Shanker 

WASHINGTON — Along with a steady diet of books on leadership and management, the reading list at military “charm schools” 
that groom officers for ascending to general or admiral includes an essay, “The Bathsheba Syndrome: The Ethical Failure of 
Successful Leaders,” that recalls the moral failure of the Old Testament’s King David, who ordered a soldier on a mission of certain 
death — solely for the chance to take his wife, Bathsheba. 

 

PERSONNEL: 
17. MCPON To Chiefs: Kick It Up A Notch 
New orders for better discipline 
(NAVY TIMES 19 NOV 12) ... Mark D. Faram 

He’s only been on the job for a month, but Master Chief Petty Officer of the Navy (AW/NAC) Mike Stevens already has a strong 
message to chief petty officers: You’ve got to focus harder on maintaining good order and discipline on the deck plates. “I believe 
with all my heart that many of the challenges we face such as sexual assault, domestic violence and drug/alcohol abuse, are symptoms 
of a larger disease,” Stevens wrote in a Nov. 5 letter to all chiefs. “Most often that larger disease is either the fundamental breakdown 
or conspicuous absence of good order and discipline.” Maintaining discipline and high standards at the command level, he said, is the 
primary reason for having a chief’s mess. And poor discipline can sink a command faster than a torpedo. 

 
18. Senior Leadership: Curb Bad Behavior In The Fleet 
(NAVY TIMES 19 NOV 12) ... Gidget Fuentes 

On the heels of some high profile cases of misconduct abroad, two senior leaders issued a joint message across the fleet imploring 
leaders to step in and use “intrusive leadership” to curb destructive personal behavior. 

 
19. After The Election: Cuts Likely In Pay, Benefits 
After the election, focus turns to controlling spending, including defense 
(NAVY TIMES 19 NOV 12) ... Rick Maze 

An election that returned President Obama to the White House, left Democrats controlling the Senate and Republicans running 
the House could end up hurting your wallet and career. 

 
20. What’s On The Lame Duck’s Plate? A Huge Serving Of Federal Employee Issues 
(WASHINGTON POST 13 NOV 12) ... Joe Davidson 

Congress returns to work this week with important pieces of federal-employee-related legislation on the lame duck’s plate. 
 

VETERANS: 
21. VA Head Envisions Radical Improvements In Backlog 
(NAVY TIMES 19 NOV 12) ... Rick Maze 

Veterans Affairs Secretary Eric Shinseki vows that major improvements are just over the horizon for veterans seeking benefits 
and health care. 

 

MARINE CORPS: 
22. Concerns About The Future Keep Top Marine Up At Night 
(WTOM AM RADIO WASHINGTON 12 NOV 12) ... J.J. Green 

WASHINGTON -- At 3:15 a.m. on Election Day, Nov. 6, Gen. James F. Amos, commandant of the Marine Corps, was wide 
awake. He was sitting at a computer, firing off emails from his home office, deeply concerned about the future of the Marine Corps. 

 

AVIATION: 
23. Pentagon's Message To Lockheed: Stay Focused On F-35 
(REUTERS 12 NOV 12) ... Andrea Shalal-Esa 

WASHINGTON -- Lockheed Martin Corp on Monday said Pentagon officials had underscored their support for Marillyn 
Hewson, named to take over as chief executive in January after an ethics scandal, and urged the company to stay focused on its 
flagship program the F-35 Joint Strike Fighter. 
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SURFACE FLEET: 
24. Can Navy Afford Next-Gen DDG-51 Destroyer, Packard Award Or Not? 
(AOL DEFENSE 12 NOV 12) ... Sydney J. Freedberg Jr. 

WASHINGTON: It's not a Nobel Prize, but the Packard Award matters in the big-dollar world of defense procurement. Last 
week, utterly overshadowed by elections, the Department of Defense awarded the Packard to the Navy's DDG-51 destroyer, the sleek 
grey mainstay of the fleet. 

 
25. Corrosion Fighters Need More U.S. Navy Funding, Group Says 
(AVIATION WEEK 13 NOV 12) ... Michael Fabey 

Defeating corrosion is one of the top priorities for the U.S. Navy waterfront community, according to a recent report obtained by 
the Aviation Week Intelligence Network (AWIN) that was prepared by a Navy Operational Advisory Group (OAG). 

 

AIRCRAFT CARRIERS: 
26. Roosevelt Carrier Completes Fast Cruise Test 
(AVIATION WEEK 13 NOV 12) ... Michael Fabey 

The U.S. Navy took a major step toward getting one of its aircraft carriers back into the fleet earlier this month when the CVN-71 
USS Theodore Roosevelt completed an overnight habitability fast cruise. 

 

CYBER: 
27. Lockheed Says Cyber Attacks Up Sharply, Suppliers Targeted 
(REUTERS 12 NOV 12) ... Andrea Shalal-Esa 

WASHINGTON -- The Pentagon's No. 1 supplier, Lockheed Martin Corp, on Monday cited dramatic growth in the number and 
sophistication of international cyber attacks on its networks and said it was contacting suppliers to help them shore up their security. 

 

ENERGY: 
28. U.S. Redraws World Oil Map 
Shale Boom Puts America on Track to Surpass Saudi Arabia in Production by 2020 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 13 NOV 12) ... Benoît Faucon and Keith Johnson 

A shale-oil boom will help the U.S. overtake Saudi Arabia as the world's largest oil producer by 2020, according to the 
International Energy Agency, a shift that could transform not just energy supplies but also U.S. politics and diplomacy. 

 

CONGRESS / BUDGET: 
29. Deficit Cutters Look To Pentagon Budget 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 12 NOV 12) ... Donna Cassata 

WASHINGTON--One war is done, another is winding down and the calls to cut the deficit are deafening. The military, a 
beneficiary of robust budgets for more than a decade, is coming to grips with a new reality — fewer dollars. 

 
30. Hopes Rise In U.S. For Sequestration Deal 
Obama win sparks new tone, outlook on DOD budget 
(DEFENSE NEWS 12 NOV 12) ... John T. Bennett and Zachary Fryer-Biggs 

The adage that elections have consequences is playing out in Washington. Senior Republicans suddenly are in a deal-making 
mood and a newly re-elected president is reaching out to a legislative branch with which he has repeatedly clashed. 

 

COMMENTARY: 
31. The Price Of Security 
(WASHINGTON POST 13 NOV 12) ... Robert Kagan 

In the interest of national security, and the preservation of the world order the United States has upheld and benefited from since 
World War II, Republicans and Democrats must make the necessary compromises and agree on a deal to address the nation’s fiscal 
crisis in both the near and the long term. 

 
32. To Cut The Deficit, Cut The Nuclear Arsenal 
(WASHINGTON POST 13 NOV 12) ... Walter Pincus 

One way President Obama could help reduce the deficit is to trim funds planned for the next 10 years for building, maintaining 
and operating the U.S. nuclear weapons program. 
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33. A Challenge For Female Marines 
The grueling Infantry Officer Course was too much for the women who volunteered. 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 13 NOV 12) ... Michael O'Hanlon 

In recent years they have flown military transport planes from continent to continent, launched and landed combat jets on aircraft 
carriers, steered helicopters through the mountain passes of the Hindu Kush, shepherded supply trucks up and down the highways of 
Iraq and Afghanistan, and connected with Afghans and Iraqis in ways that male GIs never could. America's women warriors are an 
extraordinary lot. 

 
34. Root Out Bad Behavior 
(NAVY TIMES 19 NOV 12) ... Editorial 

Sex assault reports by Sailors hit 496 in fiscal 2012, a disturbing statistic. That and the shocking recent alleged rape by two 
Sailors of a Japanese woman in Okinawa prompted top brass to issue a message urging all Navy leaders, from senior enlisted on up, to 
reinforce Navy values and root out potential problems before they develop. 

 
35. From War To Work 
(GOVERNMENT EXECUTIVE 12 NOV 12) ... John Grady 

On Veteran’s Day, Americans should pause not only to remember the sacrifices of those who served in the armed forces years 
ago, but also to reflect on the men and women who deployed to Afghanistan and Iraq. The stereotypes about these veterans that have 
emerged are as limiting as those that surrounded my generation of veterans in the Vietnam era. 
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TOP STORIES: 
1. Asia Trips Highlight Obama Policy 
(WASHINGTON POST 13 NOV 12) ... Craig Whitlock 

ABOARD A U.S. MILITARY AIRCRAFT — Just days 
after winning a second term, the Obama administration is 
intensifying its focus on Asia, with the Pentagon chief, 
secretary of state and the president himself making visits to 
the region to underline the White House’s foreign policy 
priorities for the next four years. 

Despite the ongoing war in Afghanistan and unresolved 
flash points in the Middle East and North Africa, President 
Obama and his senior national security team are pushing 
ahead with the strategic “pivot” to the Asia-Pacific region that 
they announced at the start of the year. 

The second-term effort got underway Monday as Defense 
Secretary Leon E. Panetta traveled to Perth, Australia, for two 
days of talks with the country’s leaders. Joining those talks 
will be Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton; Gen. 
Martin Dempsey, the chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff; 
and Adm. Samuel J. Locklear III, the commander of U.S. 
forces in the Pacific. 

From there, Panetta and Clinton will hopscotch across the 
region separately, stopping in Cambodia and Thailand a few 
days apart. 

Panetta’s trip is his third to Asia since June. During that 
time, he has also visited China, Japan, New Zealand, 
Singapore, India and Vietnam. His frequent Asian tours are a 
marked shift for the Pentagon, where his predecessors, Robert 
M. Gates and Donald H. Rumsfeld, were preoccupied by 
travel to the war zones in Iraq and Afghanistan. 

“We’re going to continue to invest in the region,” Panetta 
said of Asia. “It’s going to take a lot of work and a lot of 
focus.” 

Obama’s trip will begin Saturday and will include 
Thailand and Cambodia. He’ll also make a historic stop in 
Burma, the first U.S. president to do so, in recognition of that 
country’s efforts to end decades of repressive military rule. 

The presence of Air Force One and other official jets with 
“United States of America” emblazoned on the sides is part of 
Obama’s bet that America’s long-term economic and security 
interests are anchored in the Pacific Rim and Indian Ocean. 

The rush of U.S. diplomacy is also a response to China’s 
growing economic and military influence. Obama 
administration officials say they are not trying to contain 
China, but virtually every diplomatic or security pact that they 
sign with other Asian countries is drawn up with Beijing in 
mind. 

Pentagon officials said the focus on Asia will continue. 
“This administration has made the commitment to do this level 
of engagement for the foreseeable future,” a senior official 
said, speaking on the condition of anonymity under ground 
rules set by the Pentagon. 

En route to Australia, Panetta commented on a variety of 
subjects, including Afghanistan. The administration has said it 
will cease combat operations by the end of 2014, but it is still 
refining its timeline for withdrawing the remaining 68,000 
U.S. troops there. The administration is also debating how 
many trainers, Special Operations forces and military assets it 
will keep in the country after that to support Afghanistan’s 
army and police. 
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2. Iran Launches Air Drill As ‘Warning’ To Enemies 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 12 NOV 12) 

TEHRAN — Iran on Nov. 12 launched an air defense 
exercise a general said was aimed at optimizing its deterrent 
capabilities, as well as sending a “strong warning” to those 
threatening it with military strikes. 

The start of the maneuvers, originally scheduled for early 
October but postponed without an official explanation, was 
announced on the website of the Revolutionary Guards, 
www.sepahnews.com. 

The drill comes against a backdrop of growing tension in 
the Arabian Gulf but appears unconnected to an incident last 
week in which two Iranian fighter jets fired on an unarmed 
U.S. drone. 

Some 8,000 troops drawn from the ranks of the Guards, 
the army and the Basij militia are participating in the drill, 
which will span four days and cover an area of 328,000 square 
miles in eastern Iran, according to media reports. 

Various missile and artillery systems, as well as fighter 
jets and bombers, will be used in the exercise, they said. 

The units will also test “fixed, mobile and tactical radar 
devices and tactical and airborne electronic surveillance 
systems,” according to Brig. Gen. Farzad Esmaili, head of the 
Guards’ air defense command. 

Iran frequently conducts missile tests and maneuvers to 
underline its military muscle should it come under external 
threat. 

Such exercises have multiplied in recent years amid 
growing tensions with the West and Israeli threats of possible 
airstrikes on Iran’s nuclear facilities. 

"For those who are thinking of aggression against the 
Islamic Republic of Iran, the exercise should be seen as a 
strong warning," drill spokesman Brig. Gen. Shahrokh 
Shahram told Iran’s English-language Press TV. He did not 
elaborate. 

The drone incident in the Arabian Gulf occurred Nov. 1, 
made public by the Pentagon a week later, heightening tension 
between Iran and the U.S. amid a mounting crisis over 
Tehran’s nuclear program. 

Iran said the unarmed Predator drone had entered its 
airspace and that its jets fired warning shots. 

The Pentagon denied the drone had entered Iranian 
airspace and warned of a stronger response, should there be a 
repeat of such an incident. 

Return to Index 
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3. Returning Sailors Recall Devastation From Sandy 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 13 NOV 12) ... Mike Hixenbaugh 

NORFOLK -- Sailors cleared debris from Staten Island's 
sand-covered streets. They pumped water out of beach houses 
in Breezy Point. Others dove into the Hudson River to repair a 
pier and restore a critical commuter ferry between Hoboken 
and Manhattan. 

But of all the Navy's humanitarian efforts following 
Hurricane Sandy, the work on Liberty Island perhaps did the 
most to restore a sense of normalcy in New York City. 

Days after the storm, a team of Norfolk-based Sailors 
pumped water from utility rooms below the Statue of Liberty. 
Because of that work, spotlights once again lit up the city's 
most recognizable symbol Friday night. 

"That was a big deal," said Capt. Tim Spratto, 
commodore of the Wasp amphibious ready group. "It was a 
testament to the resiliency of New Yorkers." 

The Wasp was one of three Hampton Roads-based ships 
that returned Monday after supporting federal relief efforts in 
New York and New Jersey. 

The amphibious assault ship and its crew of 1,100 Sailors 
steamed off the coast of Virginia two weeks ago, a day ahead 
of the hurricane, to ride out the storm. The ship was returning 
to Norfolk Naval Station and within sight of the pier when it 
received orders to turn around and sail north toward the New 
York Harbor. 

For Petty Officer 1st Class Chad Galvin, two weeks 
unexpectedly away from his pregnant wife and 4-year-old 
daughter was a minor inconvenience compared with the plight 
of residents in Breezy Point - the coastal Queens 
neighborhood swallowed by Sandy's 13-foot storm surge. 

TV news reports didn't fully capture the devastation, said 
Galvin, a Navy medic who helped remove debris from 
people's yards and streets. 

"Their entire lives were washed up outside their houses," 
Galvin said. "I can't imagine being in their shoes." 

Petty Officer 1st Class Tim Anderson was an aircrewman 
aboard one of the MH-60 Seahawk helicopters that shuttled 

hundreds of Sailors and Marines from the Wasp to storm-
ravaged neighborhoods. Anderson's team also took Craig 
Fugate, head of the Federal Emergency Management 
Administration, up for an aerial damage assessment. 

The view from the chopper reminded Anderson of the 
scene above New Orleans days after Hurricane Katrina in 
2005. 

"This was nowhere near the level of devastation of 
Katrina, but seeing the sand washed up on streets and leveled 
homes definitely took me back," Anderson said. "You can't 
help getting emotional when you look down on that level of 
destruction." 

The amphibious transport dock San Antonio also returned 
to Norfolk Naval Station on Monday after helping with clean-
up efforts, and the dock landing ship Carter Hall returned to 
Joint Expeditionary Base Little Creek. 

About 350 Marines were scattered among the hundreds of 
Sailors filing off the Wasp after it docked in Norfolk. Most 
had flown out to meet the ship in New York and were 
boarding charter buses bound for Camp Lejeune in North 
Carolina. 

Gunnery Sgt. Christopher Pilats, a Syracuse native, spent 
a week helping New York sanitation workers remove debris 
piled up outside flood-damaged homes in Staten Island. 

"It was a total nightmare," said Pilats, describing piles of 
discarded possessions, including old photo albums, couches, 
televisions and desktop computers. "I was basically tossing 
people's lives into a trash bag." 

He said he'll never forget the look of relief on people's 
faces when he and fellow Marines arrived along with teams of 
Sailors. 

"They were still without power," Pilats said. "Most of 
their homes were gutted. But they were so thrilled to see us 
show up in their neighborhood. There's no describing that 
feeling." 
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ASIA – PACIFIC: 
4. Panetta Heads To Australia To Ramp Up Marine Presence 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 12 NOV 12) ... Gopal Ratnam 

Defense Secretary Leon Panetta arrives in Australia today 
to discuss ways to increase the U.S. Marine Corps presence in 
the country as well as secure Air Force access to its bases, a 
senior U.S. defense official said. 

The two countries are in the first phase of deploying 250 
Marines to the northern port city of Darwin on six-month 
rotations with the goal of expanding to as many as 2,500 
troops. Panetta will discuss with Defense Minister Stephen 
Smith how to increase Air Force access to bases in northern 
Australia and the arrangements necessary to achieve those 
goals, according to the official, speaking on condition of 
anonymity. 

President Barack Obama and Australian Prime Minister 
Julia Gillard announced last November the deployment accord 
as part of an increased American commitment to the Asia-

Pacific region in the face of China’s rising regional influence. 
The U.S. presence aids Australia in safeguarding sea lanes that 
host more than $5 trillion in annual trade. 

Panetta is attending the annual Australia-U.S. ministerial 
meeting along with Secretary of State Hillary Clinton. The 
bilateral talks come at a time when Australia is cutting defense 
spending by A$5.4 billion ($5.6 billion) over four years to 
help eliminate a budget deficit. 

Increasing the Marines’ presence in Darwin will require 
building additional housing for the troops, and the two sides 
will discuss how to accomplish that, an Australian official told 
reporters in Washington Nov. 8, speaking on the condition of 
anonymity to preview official discussions. 

Panetta and Smith also are likely to discuss improvements 
to airfields near Darwin that are necessary to allow landing of 
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heavier U.S. aircraft like the B-52 bombers and those 
questions are unlikely to be resolved in the short term, the 
Australian official said. 

After Australia, Panetta will travel to Thailand, becoming 
the first top U.S. defense official to visit the country since 

2008. He will meet with counterpart Sukumpol Suwannatat as 
well as Prime Minister Yingluck Shinawatra. Panetta also will 
visit Siem Reap, Cambodia, to meet with the defense minister, 
General Tea Banh, as well as other defense ministers from the 
region. 
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5. Taiwan Test-Fires New 'Carrier Killer' Anti-Ship Missile 
(TAIPEI TIMES 13 NOV 12) ... J. Michael Cole 

Taiwan's top military research institute last month test-
fired a powerful new anti-ship missile that could send a strong 
signal to China as it launches its first aircraft carrier, a reports 
said yesterday. 

According to the Chinese--language United Daily News, 
the Chung Shan Institute of Science and Technology 
completed a series of tests of the missile, which has been 
referred to as a variant of the Hsiung Feng III (HF-3) anti-ship 
missile. 

The HF-3, showcased at the Taipei Aerospace and 
Defense Technology Exhibition in August last year as a 
"carrier killer," is a ramjet-powered, 120kg payload supersonic 
anti-ship missile with an estimated range of between 130km 
and 150km and a maximum speed of Mach 2, or about twice 
the speed of sound. 

Because of their limited range, HF-3s deployed on ground 
launchers along the west coast of Taiwan are unable to reach 
certain targets across the Taiwan Strait or out at sea, and force 
ships armed with the missile to come dangerously close to 
their targets, thus exposing them to strikes before they can 
launch an attack. 

The variant, which the Ministry of National Defense, 
citing protocol on weapons development, refused to discuss, is 
reported to have a range of 400km and is capable of reaching 
Mach 3. 

Quoting an unnamed defense industry source, the U.S.-
based Defense News reported in April that Taiwan was 
developing a new type of anti-ship cruise missile that, once 
operational, would be deployed on the east coast and directed 
across the Strait at the Chinese coast. Such positioning would 
use mountain range cover against Chinese missiles while still 
bringing targets navigating the Strait within range. It would 
also extend the range within which land-based launchers can 
attack vessels in the Western Pacific. 

The reports did not provide a payload for the variant, 
though a payload greater than 120kg would be necessary for it 
to constitute a real threat to aircraft carriers. 

The news comes about one month after the Chinese 
military commissioned the Liaoning, its first aircraft carrier, 
following years of refurbishing work on a Ukraine-built hull 
formerly known as the Varyag. 

The Chinese defense ministry only officially confirmed 
late last month that naval pilots on board indigenously built J-
15 aircraft had conducted "touch-and-go" exercises last month 
as they learn to operate at sea. 

The Liaoning embarked on a 19-day sea exercise on 
Sunday, during which pilots will reportedly conduct further 
landings. 

In addition to the Liaoning, military analysts believe 
China is developing two or three aircraft carriers, with a 
possible entry into service as early as 2020. 
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6. Signs Of Wrangling In China Over Top Military Post 
(NEW YORK TIMES 13 NOV 12) ... Jane Perlez 

BEIJING — Even as the Communist Party Congress 
concludes its sweeping leadership transition later this week, 
the question of whether the departing president, Hu Jintao, 
will keep his powerful post as head of the military looms as a 
major unresolved issue, and one of deepest intrigue. 

Mr. Hu is scheduled to cede the chairmanship of the 
ruling party to Vice President Xi Jinping at the end of the 
congress. But will he cling to a position of considerable 
influence as the civilian military chief for two more years, and 
delay the ascension of Mr. Xi to that post? Or will Mr. Hu 
depart the scene completely? 

Competing possibilities have been floated in recent days, 
with the preponderant view being that Mr. Hu, unlike his two 
predecessors, Jiang Zemin and Deng Xiaoping, will 
completely retire rather than stay on as the top overseer of 
military affairs. That would give Mr. Xi greater influence over 
the military and a firmer grip on power from the start. 

But some insiders still suggest that Mr. Hu, who appears 
to have lost out to Mr. Jiang, 86, in shaping the new lineup for 
the top decision-making body, the Politburo Standing 
Committee, will nonetheless still hold on to the military post 
for two more years. 

Whatever the outcome, the position, known as chairman 
of the Central Military Commission, is likely to be the last 
piece of leverage for Mr. Hu as top party officials tussle down 
to the wire over promotions of protégés and protection of 
long-held interests. The bargaining over whether Mr. Hu stays 
or goes is almost certainly fierce, party insiders said Monday. 

Mr. Hu could be arguing that if he is to leave the military 
post then one of his protégés should be added to the Standing 
Committee, where five of the projected seven seats are 
believed to have been allotted to Mr. Jiang’s allies. Though 
considered unlikely, that suggests that the makeup of the 
Standing Committee could change at the last minute, before 
the formal announcement expected Thursday. 

Some political insiders also point out that Mr. Hu has 
promoted some of his military allies to senior posts recently, 
so he can leave confident that he can exercise his influence 
through them. 

A political commentator in Beijing, Chen Ziming, who is 
following the congress closely, said he believed that Mr. Hu 
would retire from the commission, although he had not heard a 
definitive decision. 
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“I don’t think that Hu Jintao is so full of ambition that he 
wants to stay on and exert control over Xi Jinping,” Mr. Chen 
said, “and I don’t think he will have the power to do that.” 

Last week, a former Chinese official and businessman 
agreed that Mr. Hu was likely to step down from the 
commission, and that he would do so in the interests of 
modernization of the military in a new era of competition with 
the United States. 

For Mr. Hu to hand the reins of the military to Mr. Xi 
“accords with Hu’s and other leaders’ interest in institutional 
progress,” the former official said. “The former practice of 
waiting for a period before stepping down was a bad habit that 
created problems.” 

There are also conflicting notions of how the competition 
for influence between Mr. Hu and Mr. Jiang could affect Mr. 
Hu’s role after the congress. One supporter of Mr. Hu’s said 
Mr. Jiang, despite what appears to be his antipathy to Mr. Hu, 
was leaning heavily on his successor to stay on as military 
chairman, even though Mr. Hu did not want to. 

According to this version, proffered by a prominent 
Chinese businessman with strong ties to Mr. Hu, Mr. Jiang 
was suggesting that Mr. Hu stay in the top military post so that 
Mr. Jiang would “look good in the history books.” 

Mr. Jiang retired as party secretary in November 2002 and 
stepped down as state president the next March. But he 
remained the chief of the military until late 2004, causing 

undercurrents of grumbling, until Mr. Hu finally took over the 
commission. 

Earlier, Deng Xiaoping stayed on as military chief for two 
more years after giving up his remaining civilian titles in 
1987, a position that allowed him to order the army to crack 
down on demonstrators in Tiananmen Square in 1989. But 
unlike Mr. Jiang or Mr. Hu, Mr. Deng had long exercised 
sweeping authority without holding official titles like party 
chief or president, so his decision to keep the military post was 
not as much of a conspicuous effort to retain power in 
retirement. 

“Hu as a person has high integrity, and he doesn’t want to 
stay on,” the Hu supporter said. 

Others have said Mr. Hu will stay on because he wants to. 
The former Hong Kong chief executive, Tung Chee-hwa, who 
remains close to the inner leadership in Beijing, said last 
month in a CNN interview that Mr. Hu would remain as 
chairman of the commission “for some time.” 

But a senior diplomat in Beijing said he understood that 
Mr. Hu would probably leave, giving Mr. Xi, who has the 
strong backing of Mr. Jiang, more maneuvering room to set 
the nation’s agenda as the first among equals in China’s 
collective leadership. “I’m hearing the Shanghai crowd has 
won a decisive victory,” the diplomat said about Mr. Jiang and 
his supporters. “And that includes Hu out of the C.M.C.” 
Shanghai was Mr. Jiang’s power base before he ascended to 
the country’s top leadership posts. 
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MIDEAST: 
7. Turmoil Dims Obama’s Goals For Mideast Peace Negotiations 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 13 NOV 12) ... Nicole Gaouette 

President Barack Obama now confronts a changing 
Islamic world that’s far more tumultuous than the one he faced 
when he took office for his first term. 

The U.S.-backed revolutions sweeping the Middle East 
and North Africa are ending decades of authoritarian rule, 
introducing new leaders in a region crucial to the world 
economy and turning some countries more toward Islam. 

As a result, it will be a challenge for Obama and his 
second-term team to make headway toward reviving Arab-
Israeli peace talks, reducing terrorists’ capabilities and ending 
the Syrian civil war before it destabilizes neighbors Lebanon 
and Jordan and strengthens Islamic extremists. 

“The U.S. isn’t marginalized completely, but these 
powers are exercising more influence and less regard for 
American interests than at any time in the recent past,” Aaron 
David Miller, a senior fellow at the Wilson Center, a 
Washington policy group, said in a telephone interview. 

The region’s new Islamist regimes and the U.S. “are still 
in an exploratory phase, each trying to figure out how to 
approach the other,” said Khalil al-Anani, a political analyst at 
Durham University in the U.K. 

Whether they succeed matters. While U.S oil and natural 
gas production is rising, the Mideast and North Africa, with 
their vast oil and natural gas reserves and strategic location, 
remain vital to U.S. national security and to the global 
economy. Tensions with Iran drove U.S. crude oil prices to a 
high for this year of $110.55 a barrel March 1 on the New 
York Mercantile Exchange. Yesterday, oil for December 

delivery dropped 50 cents, or 0.6 percent, to settle at $85.57 a 
barrel on the New York market. 

Egypt’s Importance 
In Egypt, the Suez Canal is a channel for oil shipments 

from the Persian Gulf to Europe and gives the U.S. Navy a 
route from its Mediterranean bases to the Persian Gulf. 
Perhaps even more important, Egypt, the fifth-largest recipient 
of U.S. aid in the past year at $1.6 billion, has a peace treaty 
with Israel that the U.S. considers vital to the security of its 
closest Mideast ally. 

Whether nations such as Egypt, as well as Libya, Syria, 
Iraq, Tunisia and Yemen are turning away from America -- 
and posing a greater threat to Israel -- was an issue in this 
year’s U.S. presidential campaign. The debate was electrified 
by the September 11 attack on the U.S. diplomatic mission in 
Benghazi, Libya. 

U.S. Secretary of State Hillary Clinton registered her 
dismay in her initial reaction to the Benghazi attack that killed 
the American ambassador to Libya and three other Americans. 
“How could this happen in a country we helped liberate in a 
city we helped save from destruction?” she asked in remarks 
on Sept. 12 “This question reflects just how complicated and 
at times how confounding the world can be.” 

Conflicting Tugs 
Few places are more confounding today than the region 

that stretches from Tunisia to the Persian Gulf. As they 
emerge from centuries of Ottoman, colonial and authoritarian 
rule, the countries are torn by the conflicting tugs of past and 
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future, stability and freedom, and democracy and religion. 
Underlying everything are old ethnic, tribal, sectarian and 
religious rivalries. 

Egyptian President Mohamed Mursi, who rose to power 
from the nation’s once-banned Muslim Brotherhood, opened 
his remarks to the annual United Nations General Assembly in 
New York in September by saying: “I salute you in the name 
of Islam.” He underscored his country’s “involvement in 
Arab, Islamic and African issues” and its intent “to regain its 
standing among nations and assume an effective role in global 
issues.” 

Turkey’s Claim 
Turkish Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan, another 

Islamist, has signaled that he’d like to restore his nation’s 
influence in a modern Middle East that European powers 
carved out of the Ottoman Empire after World War I. 

Republicans such as Senator John McCain of Arizona say 
that U.S. influence in the region has waned in the months 
since Tunisian President Zine El Abidine Ben Ali was 
overthrown in January 2011 and that the Obama 
administration abandoned allies such as Egyptian President 
Hosni Mubarak and Yemeni President Ali Abdullah Saleh. 
Obama and other administration officials have said the 
authoritarians’ days were numbered, and that standing with 
them would have undermined both America’s values and its 
interests. 

Analysts such as the Soufan Group highlight the changing 
political environment in the region. 

“The confluence of the Arab Spring revolts, the ongoing 
Syrian crisis, and the widening schism between Iran and its 
Sunni neighbors -- all occurring while Turkey continues to 
grow economically and politically -- suggests that future 
economic and foreign policy initiatives in the Middle East will 
be determined more by regional quasi-alliances than by 
Washington, Moscow or Brussels,” the New York-based 
political intelligence firm said in an Oct. 5 paper. 

Cairo Speech 
In Obama’s much-cited June 2009 speech in Cairo, he 

encouraged the democratic opposition in Egypt and beyond by 
calling for a “new beginning” between the U.S. and Muslim 
world based on shared “common principles -– principles of 
justice and progress; tolerance and the dignity of all human 
beings.” As a pro-democracy movement gathered strength, the 
U.S. used its influence with the Egyptian military to pull its 
support from Mubarak, who was ousted in February 2011. 

Yet in Syria, the administration has acted more tentatively 
against President Bashar al-Assad. In Bahrain, home to the 
U.S. Navy’s 5th Fleet, American criticism of the government 
crackdowns against pro-democracy protesters, many of them 
members of the Shiite Muslim majority seeking greater rights 
in the Sunni-led nation, has been muted at best. 

‘Anti-American Sentiment’ 
Obama will have a tougher job exercising leadership in a 

region where the U.S. no longer can look to autocratic proxies 
such as Mubarak for help. Rather, newly elected leaders such 
as Mursi and Yemeni President Abdurabuh Mansur Hadi are 
paying greater heed to domestic opinion. 

That dynamic “becomes awkward for the U.S.,” said 
Jeffrey Martini, an analyst at the RAND Corp., a policy group 
based in Santa Monica, California. “There’s a lot of anti-
American sentiment, and newly elected regimes in the region 

feel like they can hide behind that,” he said in a telephone 
interview. “I think that’s one of the factors in declining U.S. 
influence.” 

As Egypt turns to other potential patrons such as Saudi 
Arabia or China, which Mursi already has visited twice, the 
need for the U.S. and its aid becomes less urgent. Egypt now 
“looks to the U.S. as to how they can grease the wheels vis-a-
vis loans” from the International Monetary Fund or help from 
the Gulf States, Martini said in a telephone interview. 

Social Media 
While American influence may be waning as the 

importance of domestic public opinion grows -- fueled in part 
by the expanding reach of social-media networks such as 
Facebook, Twitter and YouTube -- it isn’t clear whether Egypt 
or Turkey can become regional leaders. 

Mursi has moved to reassert Egypt’s leadership by 
convening a group on the violence in Syria that includes Iran, 
Turkey and Saudi Arabia. He may gain regional and domestic 
support by backing the Muslim Brotherhood in Syria, a major 
opposition group in the conflict, said Michele Dunne, director 
of the Middle East center at the Atlantic Council, a 
Washington policy group. 

Mursi was a member of the Brotherhood in Egypt until he 
left the party, which had promised not to field a presidential 
candidate, to run for office. Another motivation for Mursi, 
Dunne said, is the domestic appeal that an elevated role for 
Egypt carries. 

Egyptian Influence 
“This is popular inside of Egypt, as well,” Dunne said of 

Mursi’s move to lead such a Syria grouping. “One of the 
grievances against Mubarak was that he let Egypt’s regional 
influence slip away,” she said. 

Dennis Ross, who was a Mideast negotiator under 
President Bill Clinton, argues that Mursi’s ability to make a 
case for Egypt’s regional leadership will depend on how well 
he can meet his country’s “profound economic needs and 
provide the public a clear path toward progress and economic 
possibility.” 

Mursi may be overreaching, Martini of RAND and others 
caution. Martini said that unlike Turkey, Saudi Arabia or Iran, 
Egypt has neither a self-sustaining economy nor real military 
power or natural resources. Egypt’s GDP is less than half of 
Saudi Arabia’s and one-third the size of Turkey’s. 

Mursi’s attempt to establish Egypt as a regional leader 
might be his path to greater economic stability, said Jon 
Alterman, director of the Middle East program at the Center 
for Strategic and International Studies, a Washington policy 
group. 

Nasser’s Egypt 
Alterman points to Egypt’s past under President Gamal 

Abdel Nasser, an Arab nationalist who in the 1905s and 1960s 
leveraged the country’s position as a regional heavyweight to 
ensure it had patrons and a degree of economic security. 

“I see again an effort to make Egypt a more influential 
regional player as a way to attract support from a wide range 
of countries that will be used to help Egypt get out of its very 
difficult economic straits,” Alterman said in a telephone 
interview. 

Turkey’s Erdogan has positioned his country as a regional 
leader, in part by embracing the Palestinian cause. At the Oct. 
2 congress of his ruling party, Erdogan opened with a 
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fragment of a poem and went on to deliver a speech that one 
news website, Taraf.com, declared a “Turkish-Islamic 
Manifesto.” 

The former leader of Libya’s National Transitional 
Council, Mustafa Abdel Jalil, called Erdogan and the Turks 
“the leaders of the Islamic world,” according to Today’s 

Zaman, a Turkish news website. Khaled Meshaal, the exiled 
leader of the Palestinian group Hamas, which rules Gaza and 
is considered a terrorist group by the U.S. and Israel, told the 
Turkish leader, “You are a leader in the Muslim world, as 
well,” the BBC reported Oct. 2. 
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8. New Mayhem On 2 Borders As Syrian Opposition Unifies 
(NEW YORK TIMES 13 NOV 12) ... Sebnem Arsu and Rick Gladstone 

GAZIANTEP, Turkey — Syria pulled both Turkey and 
Israel closer to military entanglements in its civil war on 
Monday, bombing a rebel-held Syrian village a few yards 
from the Turkish border in a deadly aerial assault and 
provoking Israeli tank commanders in the disputed Golan 
Heights into blasting a mobile Syrian artillery unit across their 
own armistice line. 

The escalations, which threatened once again to draw in 
two of Syria’s most powerful neighbors, came hours after the 
fractious Syrian opposition announced a broad new unity pact 
that elicited praise from the big foreign powers backing its 
effort to topple President Bashar al-Assad. 

“It is a big day for the Syrian opposition,” wrote Joshua 
Landis, an expert on Syrian political history and the author of 
the widely followed Syria Comment blog. Professor Landis, 
director of the Center for Middle East Studies at the 
University of Oklahoma, wrote that the “Assad regime must 
be worried, as it has survived for 42 years thanks to Syria’s 
fragmentation.” 

There has been speculation that Mr. Assad, feeling 
increasingly threatened, may deliberately seek to widen the 
conflict that has consumed much of his country for the last 20 
months, leaving roughly 40,000 people dead and over 400,000 
refugees in Turkey, Jordan, Lebanon and Iraq. Although there 
was no indication that Mr. Assad was trying to lure Israel into 
the fight, any Israeli involvement could rally his failing 
support and frustrate the efforts of his Arab adversaries. 

The attack on the Turkish border, by what Syrian 
witnesses identified as a Syrian MIG-25 warplane, demolished 
at least 15 buildings and killed at least 20 people in the Syrian 
town of Ras al-Ain, the scene of heavy fighting for days and 
an impromptu crossing point for thousands of Syrians 
clambering for safety in Turkey. 

“The plane appeared in seconds, dropped a bomb and 
killed children,” said Nezir Alan, a doctor. “Here is total 
chaos.” In a phone interview from Ras al-Ain, he said the 
bombing had wounded at least 70 people, 50 critically. 
Turkish television stations reported that ambulances were 
rushing victims into Ceylanpinar, Turkey, just across the 
border. 

Shop and house windows in Ceylanpinar were shattered 
by the bombing’s force, and Turkish television showed people 
on both sides of the border running in panic as military 
vehicles raced down streets and a huge cloud of smoke hung 
over the area. 

There were no immediate reports of deaths or injuries in 
Ceylanpinar. But the Turkish authorities, increasingly angered 
by what they view as Syrian provocations, have deployed 
troops and artillery units along the 550-mile border with Syria 
and have raised the idea of installing Patriot missile batteries 
that could deter Syrian military aircraft. 

Turkey’s foreign minister, Ahmet Davutoglu, sent a 
diplomatic note to Syria on Monday to protest the Ras al-Ain 
bombing, the semiofficial Anatolian News Agency reported. 

Civilians in southern Turkey’s provinces of Hatay, 
Sanliurfa and Gaziantep, where the government has erected 
camps for Syrian refugees, have been advised not to travel 
close to the border. 

In Israel, the military said Israeli tanks that are deployed 
in the Golan Heights, which the Israelis seized from Syria in 
the 1967 Arab-Israeli war, had made a direct hit on a Syrian 
mobile artillery launcher on Monday after consecutive days of 
erratic mortar fire coming from the Syrian side of the 
armistice line. 

Military officials and analysts in Israel said that they 
viewed the shelling by the Syrian government forces as 
unintentional spillover and that Israel had no desire to get 
involved in the Syria conflict. 

But some Israelis said that after four decades of relative 
stability in the Golan area, the Assad government may be 
trying to push them into a fight that could galvanize Arab 
hostility toward Israel and distract attention from its own 
problems. 

Others said Mr. Assad was unlikely to want to provoke 
Israel, afraid of a crushing response that could weaken him 
militarily. If, for example, an errant Syrian shell hit a school 
filled with children on the Israeli side, said Prof. Moshe Maoz 
at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem, a strong Israeli strike 
on Syrian government forces would be all but guaranteed. 
“Assad knows very well that Israel does not have a sense of 
humor here and can retaliate very heavily,” he said. 

Regardless, there is fear in Israel that the situation could 
escalate. The United Nations, which monitors an armistice 
agreement between Israel and Syria in force since the 1973 
war, has said it feared that Golan violence could jeopardize the 
cease-fire. 

In Doha, Qatar, where Syrian opposition figures had been 
meeting since last week, the agreement reached Sunday on 
forming a new umbrella organization, which could become the 
basis for a provisional government, was welcomed by 
participants and the effort’s foreign backers, including Turkey, 
the United States, the European Union and the Arab League. 

There were expectations that the new group, called the 
National Coalition of Syrian Revolutionary and Opposition 
Forces, would be permitted to take Syria’s seat at the Arab 
League, which expelled Mr. Assad’s representative. 

Turkey’s Foreign Ministry released a statement saying 
that the agreement “would add momentum to efforts in 
completing the democratic transition process in line with the 
legitimate expectations of the people.” 

In the northern Syrian city of Aleppo, a battleground since 
the summer, civilians who have been living under the threat of 
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constant shelling by the Syrian Army welcomed the unity 
agreement and expressed hope that it signaled a turn in the 
conflict. 

“We have been waiting for this for a very very long time,” 
said Abu al-Hasan, an anti-Assad activist in Aleppo who was 
reached by telephone. “Even if it is not perfect yet, it will save 
us.” But he also warned that “people do not believe this will 
stop the shelling like a miracle.” 

There was no sign that the violence was abating 
elsewhere inside Syria. Activist groups said that warplanes 

were dropping bombs in Damascus suburbs and that army 
snipers had taken up positions in areas where bombs had been 
dropped. The mayhem surrounding central Damascus made 
residents in that part of the capital feel increasingly isolated. 

“The inside of the city is like a big prison now,” said 
Alexia Jade, an activist contacted in Damascus. “The 
checkpoints have increased and the lines of cars waiting to be 
searched are getting longer.” 
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9. Arab Groups Quickly Back Syria Opposition Coalition 
Some Syrians Hopeful About Alliance; Damascus Is Dismissive 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 13 NOV 12) ... Sam Dagher, Nour Malas and Matt Bradley 

Two Arab organizations offered initial blessings Monday 
to a newly formed Syrian opposition umbrella group, marking 
a swift international debut for the group one day after it was 
founded in Doha, Qatar. 

In Cairo, the 22-member Arab League acknowledged the 
new National Coalition for Syrian Revolutionary and 
Opposition Forces as the legal representative and main 
interlocutor for Syria's opposition. The six-member Gulf 
Cooperation Council recognized it as the legitimate 
representative of the Syrian people. 

The rapid recognitions underscore the coalition's firm 
backing among the region's Sunni states and mark a first step 
toward rallying international support behind the group. But 
because they come from organizations that have been among 
Mr. Assad's most trenchant opponents, they also play into the 
Damascus regime's assertions that it is the victim of a foreign-
backed conspiracy. 

Syrians who are battling President Bashar al-Assad's 
regime expressed cautious optimism about the coalition, 
despite the numerous challenges and difficulties that lie ahead. 
There were flickers of hope in some quarters that the coalition 
could hasten the toppling of Mr. Assad's regime while also 
preserving the country's unity and the initial goals and ideals 
of the Syrian uprising. The antiregime sentiment that broke 
out in Syria 20 months ago started with peaceful protests, 
before being transformed into a bloody civil conflict that has 
claimed the lives of nearly 40,000 people, according to some 
estimates. 

The National Coalition is seen as more diverse than its 
predecessors and more representative of realities inside Syria. 
It absorbs the Syrian National Council—a group that was 
criticized inside Syria, by opposition members who deemed its 
leaders out of touch with the on-the-ground struggle against 
Mr. Assad, and by international parties led by the U.S., who 
said it wasn't inclusive enough to carry the opposition's torch. 

Mouaz al-Khatib, the Damascus native and moderate 
Sunni cleric who was chosen at the Doha opposition 
conference to lead the new 63-member body, quickly assumed 
his duties. In Cairo, Mr. Khatib and Syrian National Council 
chief George Sabra addressed a closed session of Arab League 
foreign ministers, according to Nada El Agizy, the media 
adviser to the Arab League Secretary General. 

The League was unable to grant observer status to the 
new coalition, Ms. Agizy said, because its bylaws allow only 
international organizations to be treated as observers. Still, the 

new council will be able to engage in frequent dialogue with 
the league, said Ms. Agizy. 

Algeria and Iraq were alone among member states in 
opposing the group's representative status, with Algeria asking 
to delay any official recognition until the group's policies are 
better established. 

According to a copy of the coalition's founding agreement 
signed Sunday, the body envisions overseeing the rebellion 
until Mr. Assad is overthrown. It will seek to unite the 
fractious rebels fighting on the ground and form an "interim 
government" of technocrats after it receives international 
recognition. 

Upon an overthrow of Mr. Assad, the coalition would 
convene a national conference inside Syria to elect a 
transitional government. 

"To be honest, the majority of the people could care less 
about the new coalition. But still we are with any effort to 
close the ranks and rid us of this regime," said an activist in 
the eastern Syrian city of Al-Bukamal near the Iraqi border 
who identified himself as Abu Khaled. 

As he spoke by telephone, mortar shells could be heard 
crashing nearby. As in many other areas of Syria, the fighting 
in Al-Bukamal has settled into a stalemate in which the regime 
continues to use devastating aerial bombardment. 

Many question whether the new coalition can be more 
successful in breaking through that impasse than the Syrian 
National Council, which had little sway with the many rebel 
groups inside the country who hold competing agendas. 

"We have to give this more time. This could merely be 
good on paper but no more," said Ayham Kamel, a Syria 
specialist with the Eurasia Group, a political risk research and 
consulting firm, referring to the Doha agreement. 

There are also concerns over whether the new coalition 
can muster the funding and weapons needed to continue the 
fight against Mr. Assad without appearing to be beholden to 
foreign states such as Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Turkey and the 
U.S., among others. The agreement itself was the product of 
last-minute pressure and brokering led most notably by Qatar. 

One member of the new coalition worried that the result 
will only buttress the Assad regime's argument that it is 
battling a foreign-backed insurgency now. 

"We have real concerns with the imposition of external 
agendas on our revolution," said Omar Idlibi, the 
representative of the Local Coordination Committees, a grass 
roots activist network inside the country, in the body. 
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The Syrian regime ridiculed the Doha agreement. State 
media called the group "Hamad's coalition," in reference to 
Qatar's ruling emir Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa al-Thani. 

"The work of the external opposition is clinically dead 
and is undergoing convulsions," Minister of Information 
Omran al-Zubi said in a lecture delivered at a university in 
Damascus on Monday. 

But Michel Kilo, a longtime regime opponent who has 
been critical of the course of the Syrian uprising, welcomed 
the creation of the National Coalition and said it presented a 
genuine opportunity to put the Syrian rebellion back on track 
and reclaim it from Islamists who he said have hijacked it. 

"We have a chance to take the revolution out of the 
Islamic paranoia in which they plunged it into," said Mr. Kilo, 
a prominent Marxist dissident who belongs to the country's 

Christian minority and who was jailed for many years by the 
regime. 

Mr. Kilo, who is based in Paris, said he and his Syrian 
Democratic Platform party were considering joining the 
coalition. 

He and other activists said they were impressed by the 
passionate pleas for reconciliation and inclusiveness by the 
coalition's new head, Mr. Khatib, seen by many as a unifying 
and empathetic figure who also suffered at the hands of the 
regime. He left Syria in May after spending a month in prison. 

In his acceptance speech Sunday, Mr. Khatib reached out 
to minorities, spoke of Islam's message of tolerance and even 
expressed sorrow for the death of soldiers fighting the rebels. 
"I love you all," he said. 
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10. Israel Strikes Back After Syria Shelling 
Army Lands 'Direct Hit' Over the Border After Mortar Lands in Golan Heights, It Says, as Tel Aviv Is 
Drawn Into Conflict 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 13 NOV 12) ... Joshua Mitnick 

TEL AVIV—Israel's army said it had fired on and hit a 
Syrian military vehicle on Monday after a Syrian mortar shell 
landed in the Golan Heights—the first time in four decades the 
Jewish state struck a Syrian target from the strategic plateau 
and the first time Israel has been drawn militarily into its 
neighbor's war. 

The exchange raised the specter that the Golan Heights, a 
staging ground of three regional Arab-Israeli wars in 25 years, 
could again become a volatile border zone. 

It also opens the possibility of a troubling new flash point 
in a war that is already spilling over Syria's other borders. 
Also on Monday, a Syrian war plane bombed the rebel-held 
Syrian town of Ras al-Ain, which lies just yards across a 
border fence from the Turkish town of Ceylanpinar, sending 
shrapnel and injured refugees into Turkey. At least 16 people 
died in the attacks on Ras al-Ain, Turkey's state news agency 
reported. 

Israel and Syria have respected an internationally 
patrolled demilitarized zone after the end of the 1973 Yom 
Kippur War, making the frontier one of Middle East's quietest. 
But fire from Syrian battles have been increasingly entering 
Golan Heights recently, with Syrian army mortar 

In the Golan Heights on Monday afternoon, Syrian 
artillery units shelled rebel forces in a Syrian village located 
inside the United Nations-patrolled demilitarized zone, just 
south of Queneitra, according to similar accounts by the 
Associated Press and Israel's Channel 2 television news. Some 
of the Syrian salvos flew over the target and landed on the 
Israeli side of the border, according to these accounts. One 
Syrian mortar landed near an Israeli army outpost in the 
central Golan Heights, the Israeli army said. 

In retaliation, Israel's military said it fired at and landed 
"direct hits" on what it called a Syrian mobile artillery battery. 
The Israeli attack injured Syrian soldiers, according to the 
Channel 2 report. 

Until Monday, military officials and experts have viewed 
fire from Syria as accidental. That view remains prominent, 
but the increased frequency in the last two weeks of shelling 
and tank incursions into the demilitarized zone have prompted 

some pundits to wonder out loud whether Syrian President 
Bashar al-Assad is trying to drag Israel into the conflict. 

The move came one day after Israeli Defense Minister 
Ehud Barak announced a tit-for-tat retaliation policy for every 
mortar that lands in Israeli territory. He spoke Sunday, after 
announcing that the Israeli army had fired a warning shot at 
Syria in response to a mortar that hit an Israeli army outpost in 
the Golan. Israel would "exact a higher price" for the fire, he 
vowed. 

"We are watching the developments closely and will 
respond accordingly,” Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
said in a statement on Monday. "We won't allow our borders 
to be breached or our citizens to be fired on.” 

But neither side desires a clash, most experts and officials 
believe. Mr. Assad is fighting rebel insurgents and can't afford 
a clash with Israel, they say. Mr. Netanyahu, meanwhile, is 
grappling with an escalation in which Gaza militants have 
rained rockets down on Southern Israel just as he embarks on 
a re-election campaign. 

"Assad is fighting for his survival. The enemy at this 
stage is not Israel. He has much bigger problems," said Alon 
Liel, a former Israeli diplomat, who called Israel's response 
measured so far. "When we have the south burning, and it's an 
election period—if you're Israel, why do you need" war with 
Syria, he said. 

In recent months, Turkey, too, had been hit by several 
mortar rounds from neighboring Syria. Starting in early 
October, after a Syrian round landed in the Turkish border 
town of Akcakale and killed five people, Turkey has launched 
several retaliatory attacks into Syria. 

On Monday, Turkish television images showed plumes of 
black smoke rising from the Syrian town of Ras al-Ain, which 
is separated from Ceylanpinar by a border fence, after what 
Turkish officials said were several strikes on the Syrian town 
by regime jets. Shrapnel from the Syrian bombardment 
shattered windows of shops in the town and sprayed some 
municipal buildings, a Turkish official said. 

Turkish F-16 jets took off from an air base in nearby 
Diyarbakir to patrol the border, flying with orders to shoot 
down any Syrian warplanes should they breach the border, 
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private news agency Dogan reported, citing military officials it 
didn't identify. 

In Israel, the skirmish in Golan come on top of rising 
security concerns elsewhere. 

Israel has been focused on a three-day escalation of 
fighting with militants in the Hamas-controlled Gaza Strip, 
who have launched more than 100 rockets into southern Israel 
since Saturday. Mr. Netanyahu, who is under pressure to step 
up Israel's response to the rocket fire, briefed foreign 
ambassadors gathered in southern Israel, insisting that Israel 
was within its right to attack in Gaza to stop the rocket fire. 

In the early days of Syria's uprising, Israeli officials 
preferred the survival of Mr. Assad, fearing that the alternative 
would destabilize its northern border with a country that has a 
large arsenal of rockets as well as chemical weapons. 

Eventually, however, Israeli officials came to see the fall 
of the Syrian leader could deal a strategic blow to Iran and its 
allies, especially Hezbollah, the Lebanese Shiite militant 
group. 

Though some Israeli politicians and public figures have 
called on Jerusalem to offer humanitarian assistance and 
embrace the Syrian rebels, the government's attitude is that 
Israeli intervention won't help the opposition and could even 
backfire. Israel and the U.S. have feared that Syria's chemical 
weapons will fall into Hezbollah's hands. 

High-ranking Israeli military officials say their real fear is 
that a power vacuum in Syria near the Golan Heights border 
could be exploited by militants or Iran in the same way that 
armed groups have exploited a breakdown in security in the 
Sinai Desert. 
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AFGHANISTAN: 
11. Decision On Afghanistan Deployment Nearing, Panetta Says 
(NEW YORK TIMES 13 NOV 12) ... Elisabeth Bumiller 

HICKAM AIR FORCE BASE, Hawaii — White House 
and Pentagon officials hope to determine within weeks the 
number of American troops that will remain for the long term 
in Afghanistan after the bulk of United States forces come 
home in 2014, Defense Secretary Leon E. Panetta said 
Monday. 

That number will in turn determine the pace of the 
reduction over the next two years of the 68,000 American 
military personnel currently in Afghanistan. Administration 
officials have never publicly discussed what number might 
remain, although in Iraq, American commanders originally 
wanted as many as 20,000 troops to stay behind, but a deal 
with the Iraqi government collapsed and all United States 
forces came home late last year. 

Mr. Panetta said that Gen. John Allen, the top American 
and NATO commander in Afghanistan, was overseeing the 
process. “General Allen has worked on several options that we 
are now reviewing and working with the White House on,” 
Mr. Panetta said. “And my hope is that we will be able to 
complete this process in the next few weeks.” 

The number, Mr. Panetta said, will be based on how many 
forces are needed for counterterrorism — that is, in 
commando raids like the one that killed Osama bin Laden — 
as well as for training and providing air transport and other 
support to the Afghan security forces. 

In the past year, as a record number of American troops 
have been killed in attacks by their Afghan partners, there has 
been a growing sense among some in the administration that 
American troops should come home sooner rather than later. 
At the same time there is a concern that a faster withdrawal 
pace will signal defeat. 

Mr. Panetta made his remarks to reporters on his plane on 
the way to Australia, the first stop on a weeklong trip aimed at 
strengthening American military relationships in the Pacific 
and Asia. Mr. Panetta, along with Secretary of State Hillary 
Rodham Clinton, is to attend a United States-Australian 
security and diplomatic meeting in Perth on Tuesday and 

Wednesday. Mr. Panetta is then to travel to Thailand and a 
summit of Southeast Asian nations in Cambodia before stops 
in both countries by President Obama and Mrs. Clinton. 

One of Mr. Panetta’s main messages to nations in the 
region is that the administration’s “pivot” to Asia is real and 
bolstered by a commitment to military spending in the region. 
But defense officials say that what they prefer to call the 
“rebalancing” to Asia would be undermined by deep cuts to 
the Pentagon budget should Congress not reach a fiscal deal 
by the end of the year. 

George E. Little, the Pentagon press secretary, said that 
such a failure “at least temporarily could put our rebalance off 
balance.” 

In other comments on his plane, Mr. Panetta said the 
Pentagon was not able to counter the attack on the American 
diplomatic compound in Benghazi on Sept. 11 as fast as it 
could have because defense officials were notified after the 
attack was under way. 

“For us to be able to move quickly, we have to have some 
advance notice that something is going to happen,” Mr. 
Panetta said, “and in this case, we didn’t have that.” 

But no American forces were deployed close enough to 
Benghazi to get there in time, and Mr. Panetta reiterated that a 
review of security at American diplomatic posts was under 
way. 

He also said that David H. Petraeus “took the right steps” 
in resigning as director of the Central Intelligence Agency, a 
job that Mr. Panetta held in the first two and a half years of 
Mr. Obama’s presidency. “It was a very sad situation to have a 
distinguished career like that end in this manner,” Mr. Panetta 
said, referring to Mr. Petraeus’s decision to step down because 
of an extramarital affair. 

Mr. Panetta said he did not know how long he would 
remain as defense secretary. “It’s no secret that at some point 
I’d like to get back to California,” he said. “It’s my home.” 

Asked if he planned to stay for all of Mr. Obama’s second 
term, Mr. Panetta replied, “Who the hell knows?” 
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12. Afghan Warlord’s Call To Arms Rattles Officials 
(NEW YORK TIMES 13 NOV 12) ... Graham Bowley 

HERAT, Afghanistan — One of the most powerful 
mujahedeen commanders in Afghanistan, Ismail Khan, is 
calling on his followers to reorganize and defend the country 
against the Taliban as Western militaries withdraw, in a public 
demonstration of faltering confidence in the national 
government and the Western-built Afghan National Army. 

Mr. Khan is one of the strongest of a group of warlords 
who defined the country’s recent history in battling the 
Soviets, the Taliban and one another, and who then were 
brought into President Hamid Karzai’s cabinet as a symbol of 
unity. Now, in announcing that he is remobilizing his forces, 
Mr. Khan has rankled Afghan officials and stoked fears that 
other regional and factional leaders will follow suit and rearm, 
weakening support for the government and increasing the 
likelihood of civil war. 

This month, Mr. Khan rallied thousands of his supporters 
in the desert outside Herat, the cultured western provincial 
capital and the center of his power base, urging them to 
coordinate and reactivate their networks. And he has begun 
enlisting new recruits and organizing district command 
structures. 

“We are responsible for maintaining security in our 
country and not letting Afghanistan be destroyed again,” Mr. 
Khan, the minister of energy and water, said at a news 
conference over the weekend at his office in Kabul. But after 
facing criticism, he took care not to frame his action as 
defying the government: “There are parts of the country where 
the government forces cannot operate, and in such areas the 
locals should step forward, take arms and defend the country.” 

President Karzai and his aides, however, were not 
greeting it as an altruistic gesture. The governor of Herat 
Province called Mr. Khan’s reorganization an illegal challenge 
to the national security forces. And Mr. Karzai’s spokesman, 
Aimal Faizi, tersely criticized Mr. Khan. 

“The remarks by Ismail Khan do not reflect the policies of 
the Afghan government,” Mr. Faizi said. “The government of 
Afghanistan and the Afghan people do not want any 
irresponsible armed grouping outside the legitimate security 
forces structures.” 

In Kabul, Mr. Khan’s provocative actions have played out 
in the news media and brought a fierce reaction from some 
members of Parliament, who said the warlords were preparing 
to take advantage of the American troop withdrawal set for 
2014. 

“People like Ismail Khan smell blood,” Belqis Roshan, a 
senator from Farah Province, said in an interview. “They think 
that as soon as foreign forces leave Afghanistan, once again 
they will get the chance to start a civil war, and achieve their 
ominous goals of getting rich and terminating their local 
rivals.” 

Indeed, Mr. Khan’s is not the only voice calling for a 
renewed alliance of the mujahedeen against the Taliban, and 
some of the others are just as familiar. 

Marshal Muhammad Qasim Fahim, an ethnic Tajik 
commander who is President Karzai’s first vice president, said 
in a speech in September, “If the Afghan security forces are 
not able to wage this war, then call upon the mujahedeen.” 

Another prominent mujahedeen fighter, Ahmad Zia 
Massoud, said in an interview at his home in Kabul that 

people were worried about what was going to happen after 
2014, and he was telling his own followers to make 
preliminary preparations. 

“They don’t want to be disgraced again,” Mr. Massoud 
said. “Everyone tries to have some sort of Plan B. Some 
people are on the verge of rearming.” 

He pointed out that it was significant that the going 
market price of Kalashnikov assault rifles had risen to about 
$1,000, driven up by demand from a price of $300 a decade 
ago. “Every household wants to have an AK-47 at home,” he 
said. 

“The mujahedeen come here to meet me,” Mr. Massoud 
added. “They tell me they are preparing. They are trying to 
find weapons. They come from villages, from the north of 
Afghanistan, even some people from the suburbs of Kabul, 
and say they are taking responsibility for providing private 
security in their neighborhood.” 

Still, there have long been fears about the re-emergence of 
the warlords, after more than a decade of efforts by Afghan 
officials and their Western allies to build up an inclusive 
national government and co-opt some of the factional leaders’ 
influence by bringing them into it. 

One senior Western official in Kabul saw Mr. Khan’s 
actions as the start of a wave of political positioning before the 
2014 transition and said it bore close watching. The allies 
want to avoid any replay of the civil war in the ’90s that led 
hundreds of thousands of Afghans to flee. A renewed civil war 
would undo much of what the West has tried to accomplish. 

Mr. Khan is one of the towering figures of the resistance 
against the Soviets and the Taliban, and his power base in 
Herat Province, along the border with Iran, has remained 
relatively thriving throughout the war, despite a recent rise in 
kidnappings and militant attacks. 

After years of consolidating power in the ’80s and early 
’90s, he was forced to flee Herat after the Taliban took the 
city. After the northern coalition and American-led invasion 
drove out the Taliban in 2001, he was restored as governor of 
Herat. But he was removed by President Karzai in 2004, 
prompting violent demonstrations among his supporters. 

He continues to exert strong influence in the western 
regions today, and he clashes regularly with the current 
governor, Daud Shah Saba, Western officials say. 

Mr. Khan called a gathering of thousands outside Herat 
city on Nov. 1, in a district called Martyrs’ Town, which he 
established in the ’90s to give free housing and land to the 
families of slain mujahedeen. A video clip of the meeting, 
attended by many influential regional figures, featured Mr. 
Khan criticizing the international coalition for disarming the 
fighters but then failing to make Afghanistan secure. 

“They collected our cannons and tanks and they turned 
them into a pile of garbage,” he told the crowd. “In return, 
they brought Dutch, German, American and French girls, they 
brought white soldiers from Europe and black soldiers from 
Africa in the hope of securing Afghanistan, but they failed.” 

After the public criticism that he was creating an armed 
opposition to the government, Mr. Khan insisted at his news 
conference in Kabul on Saturday that he was not rearming his 
followers or opposing the security forces, but rather wanted 
the mujahedeen to work with the army and the police as a sort 
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of reserve force, warning them, for example, if they saw signs 
of Taliban infiltration. 

“This does not mean we are rebelling against the 
government,” he said. “We are struggling for 30 years to build 
this government, and we are not allowing this government to 
be toppled.” 

Still, such an auxiliary role is exactly what was 
envisioned for the Afghan Local Police, organized and trained 
at great cost by American Special Operations forces in recent 
years. 

In Herat, Mohammed Farooq Hussaini, one of the 
region’s most prominent mullahs, said that people were 
looking to their traditional leaders to protect them, and still 
possessed weapons if they ever had to fight. 

His own family told a story of spreading Taliban 
influence, he said: his son-in-law, a pharmacist, recently 
joined the insurgency. “There are two to three weapons in 
each house in Herat and other provinces, and not only men but 
also women are ready to fight against the Taliban and other 
terrorists,” he said. 

A mujahedeen fighter, Saeed Ahmad Hussaini, a member 
of the provincial council in Herat, said that if the United States 
had not yet recognized its failure in Afghanistan, the Afghan 
people certainly had. 

“We have rescued this nation twice from the hands of 
invaders and oppressors, and we will rescue it once more if 
needed,” he said. “People cannot tolerate the whippings and 
beatings of the Taliban.” 

Return to Index 
 
 

WHITE HOUSE: 
13. Kerry Weighed As Possible Defense Chief 
(WASHINGTON POST 13 NOV 12) ... Karen DeYoung and Greg Miller 

President Obama is considering asking Sen. John F. Kerry 
(D-Mass.) to serve as his next defense secretary, part of an 
extensive rearrangement of his national security team that will 
include a permanent replacement for former CIA director 
David H. Petraeus. 

Although Kerry is thought to covet the job of secretary of 
state, senior administration officials familiar with the 
transition planning said that nomination will almost certainly 
go to Susan E. Rice, the U.S. ambassador to the United 
Nations. 

John O. Brennan, Obama’s chief counterterrorism 
adviser, is a leading contender for the CIA job if he wants it, 
officials said. If Brennan goes ahead with his plan to leave 
government, Michael J. Morell, the agency’s acting director, is 
the prohibitive favorite to take over permanently. Officials 
cautioned that the White House discussions are still in the 
early stages and that no decisions have been made. 

Petraeus’s resignation last week after revelations of an 
extramarital affair have complicated what was already an 
intricate puzzle to reassemble the administration’s national 
security and diplomatic pieces for Obama’s second term. 

The process has become further complicated by 
congressional ire at not being told that Petraeus was under FBI 
investigation, on top of what are likely to be contentious 
closed-door hearings this week on the administration’s actions 
surrounding the Sept. 11 attack on the U.S. diplomatic mission 
in Benghazi, Libya. 

Rice, one of an inner circle of aides who have been with 
Obama since his first presidential campaign in 2007, is under 
particular fire over the Benghazi incident, in which U.S. 
Ambassador J. Christopher Stevens and three other Americans 
were killed. 

Some Republican lawmakers have suggested that she was 
part of what they suspect was an initial election-related 
attempt to portray the attack as a peaceful demonstration that 
turned violent, rather than what the administration now 
acknowledges was an organized terrorist assault. 

Rice’s description, days after the attack, of a protest gone 
wrong indicated that she either intentionally misled the 
country or was incompetent, Sen. Lindsey O. Graham (R-S.C.) 

said Sunday. Rice, he said, “would have an incredibly difficult 
time” winning Senate confirmation as secretary of state. 

But several White House officials said Obama is prepared 
to dig in his heels over her nomination to replace Hillary 
Rodham Clinton, who has long said she will serve only one 
term. 

Rice’s post-Benghazi remarks on several television news 
shows were merely a recitation of administration talking 
points drawn directly from intelligence available at the time, 
said the senior administration officials, who agreed to discuss 
the closely held transition planning on the condition of 
anonymity. 

Tommy Vietor, spokesman for the National Security 
Council, said the White House would not comment on 
personnel matters. 

The upcoming hearings and an independent State 
Department review of the Benghazi attack — being led by 
retired diplomat Thomas Pickering and retired Adm. Mike 
Mullen, a former chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff — may 
reveal some intelligence lapses and security missteps, one 
official said. But they will also demonstrate that there was no 
attempt at subterfuge, the official added. 

Deputy Defense Secretary Ashton B. Carter also has been 
mentioned as a possible replacement for Defense Secretary 
Leon E. Panetta, as has been Michele Flournoy, former 
undersecretary for policy at the Pentagon. 

The timing of a nomination for Panetta’s successor is 
unclear. On Monday, he said he had no imminent plans to step 
down but indicated that he was unlikely to stay in the job for 
the duration of Obama’s second term. 

“Who the hell knows,” Panetta said when asked by 
reporters traveling with him to Australia whether he would 
remain in office for four more years. “It’s no secret that at 
some point I’d like to get back to California.” 

Kerry did not respond to requests for comment on his 
possible nomination at the Pentagon. A spokeswoman, Jodi 
Seth, said: “Senator Kerry’s only focus right now is his job as 
senior senator from Massachusetts and chairman of the 
Foreign Relations Committee.” 

But administration officials, one of whom described 
Kerry as a “war hero,” said his qualifications for the defense 
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job included not only his naval service in Vietnam but also his 
knowledge of the budget and experience in the diplomacy that 
has increasingly become a part of the defense portfolio. They 
said the Democrats’ retention of the Senate majority, with a 
net gain of two seats, in last week’s election provided a 
cushion that allowed them to consider Kerry’s departure from 
the chamber. 

White House national security adviser Thomas E. 
Donilon, principal deputy Denis R. McDonough and Benjamin 
Rhodes, deputy for strategic communications, are more likely 
than not to remain in place, at least initially, officials said. 

Antony J. Blinken, Vice President Biden’s national 
security adviser, is said to be under consideration for Rice’s 
job at the United Nations, as is Samantha Power, the National 
Security Council’s senior director for multilateral affairs and 
human rights. 

It was unclear who would take Brennan’s job if he leaves 
government or moves to the CIA. He was the top contender to 
lead the agency when Obama was elected in 2008, but he 
withdrew under criticism, which he deemed unfair, of his role 
in intelligence excesses in the administration of George W. 
Bush. Although that challenge is now seen as behind him, 
officials said he has not indicated whether he would like to be 
considered again to head the agency where he spent 25 years. 

Beyond complicating the overhaul of the national security 
team, Petraeus’s departure will send ripples through 
management layers at the CIA. 

Many had expected Petraeus to stay in place for Obama’s 
second term, and he had spent recent months planning 
transitions at other key posts at CIA headquarters. Now, four 
of the agency’s most critical positions — director, deputy 

director, head of the National Clandestine Service and chief of 
the Counterterrorism Center — have become question marks. 

Within hours of Petraeus’s resignation Friday, his 
biography was excised from the CIA Web site and replaced 
with that of Morell. 

If Morell ends up permanently in the job, he will need to 
designate a new deputy and would be in charge of other 
pending personnel decisions that Petraeus had been poised to 
make. 

Michael G. Vickers, undersecretary of defense for 
intelligence, also has been mentioned as a candidate for CIA 
director. 

The head of the clandestine service, John Bennett, was 
talked out of retirement to take that job and has signaled his 
intent to step down in the coming months, current and former 
officials said. 

The top position in the Counterterrorism Center, which 
carries out the CIA’s drone campaign, is also expected to 
come open. The current director, known by his cover name, 
“Roger,” has been in the job for more than six years. Former 
CIA officials said Roger has wanted to be named director of 
the clandestine service but has a reputation for harshness 
toward subordinates and had been expected to be passed over 
by Petraeus. 

Morell was considered a standout analyst at the CIA 
before entering the agency’s upper ranks and is highly 
respected among his colleagues and at the White House. 
Obama, a White House official said, “has enormous trust in 
[Morell’s] ability to lead the CIA for as long as is necessary.” 
He is also considered a possible candidate to replace Brennan 
at the White House. 
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14. Sensitive Topics Back On The Table 
With the election behind him, Obama is considering making shifts on Iran, Syria, Afghanistan, China 
(LOS ANGELES 13 NOV 12) ... Paul Richter 

WASHINGTON -- The Obama administration has begun 
to reassess its foreign policy on a range of challenges, 
including Iran, Syria, Afghanistan and missile defense, that 
were viewed as too politically sensitive for any substantial 
shifts during the presidential campaign. 

For months, these issues had what some U.S. officials 
called "AE" status, meaning any policy changes would be put 
off until after the election. 

But with Obama winning a second term last week, top 
administration officials say they are weighing whether to 
deepen U.S. involvement in Syria's civil war, accelerate the 
withdrawal of U.S. combat troops from Afghanistan, and offer 
Iran a compromise deal to curb enrichment of uranium. 

They also are considering ways to work out new 
cooperation with China, an undertaking that Obama campaign 
operatives had feared might alienate swing state voters 
anxious about Chinese trade policies and competition. 

The administration already is taking a new direction on 
the worsening Syrian conflict, which threatens to spread 
turmoil as well as refugees across the Middle East. After 
months of trying to limit the U.S. role, administration officials 
said they have begun trying to help reshape the civilian-led 
rebel movement so it can better defend itself against heavily 
armed military forces loyal to President Bashar Assad. 

The opposition formed a new umbrella group over the 
weekend that was officially recognized Monday by six Persian 
Gulf states as the "legitimate representative" of the rebels. 

Since the conflict began early last year, the Obama 
administration has resisted pressure to deepen collaboration 
with the opposition, and has refused to supply heavy weapons 
to its fighters. Advocates of that approach, including some top 
U.S. officials, argue that unless Washington and its allies 
strengthen and better organize the insurgents, the 
administration could see Syria taken over by dangerous 
militants, or a victory by Assad that would strengthen his 
Iranian allies. 

Before the election, deeper U.S. involvement in Syria 
"was counter to the administration narrative that it would 
avoid too much action in the Middle East," said David 
Schenker, director of the program on Arab politics at the 
Washington Institute for Near East Policy, a think tank. But 
now U.S. policymakers worry that the war "could turn out 
very badly if we don't change the nature of our role." 

Many senior U.S. officials are determined to steer clear of 
even low-level military involvement or support for the rebels, 
partly because of the risk that extremists would obtain U.S. 
weapons. But officials acknowledge the policy is getting 
another look. 
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International talks about Iran's disputed nuclear program 
were effectively suspended last summer by mutual consent. 
The White House didn't want to appear too conciliatory, and 
Iranian officials thought they couldn't negotiate an acceptable 
deal while Obama faced the pressure of an election campaign. 

Now both sides are signaling a willingness to talk one-on-
one, or as part of the six-nation negotiating group that held 
three meetings with Iran this year. Negotiations could resume 
as early as this month. 

The talks could raise a controversial proposal that many 
analysts believe is key to any solution: allowing Iran to 
conduct low-level uranium enrichment for peaceful purposes, 
as permitted under international treaty, but with tough 
safeguards and monitoring to ensure it doesn't use the program 
to progress toward a nuclear weapon. 

Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton and other top 
administration officials have spoken favorably of this idea, but 
the White House barred discussion of it during the campaign. 

In Afghanistan, the administration is embroiled in 
deliberations on whether to front-load the departure of the 
68,000 remaining U.S. combat troops. Though the last U.S. 
troops won't leave until the end of 2014, some administration 

officials want to start the withdrawal early next year. Some 
senior military officials are seeking a delay, arguing that they 
need the full complement for next year's fighting season. 

Obama acknowledged early this year that he was in effect 
suspending some diplomatic efforts because of the political 
campaign. In March, he told Russian leader Dmitry Medvedev 
in front of an open microphone that he would have more 
flexibility after the election to negotiate on U.S. plans to base 
a missile defense system in Eastern Europe. 

U.S. officials and outside experts aren't offering much 
hope for an agreement. The proposed system is aimed at 
protecting Europe from Iranian missiles. But Russia views it 
as a threat to its entire nuclear deterrent capability and has 
shown little willingness to compromise. 

Obama has a huge incentive to craft a deal because he 
also wants to persuade Moscow to negotiate further reductions 
in American and Russian arsenals of nuclear weapons, a major 
foreign policy objective. 

"To cement his legacy, he needs another nuclear 
reductions agreement," said John Isaacs of the Council for a 
Livable World. 

Return to Index 
 
 

PETRAEUS INVESTIGATION: 
15. General Investigated For Emails To Petraeus Friend 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 13 NOV 12) ... Robert Burns 

ABOARD A U.S. MILITARY AIRCRAFT -- In a new 
twist to the Gen. David Petraeus sex scandal, the Pentagon 
said Tuesday that the top American commander in 
Afghanistan, Gen. John Allen, is under investigation for 
alleged "inappropriate communications" with a woman who is 
said to have received threatening emails from Paula 
Broadwell, the woman with whom Petraeus had an 
extramarital affair. 

Defense Secretary Leon Panetta said in a written 
statement issued to reporters aboard his aircraft, en route from 
Honolulu to Perth, Australia, that the FBI referred the matter 
to the Pentagon on Sunday. 

Panetta said that he ordered a Pentagon investigation of 
Allen on Monday. 

A senior defense official traveling with Panetta said 
Allen's communications were with Jill Kelley, who has been 
described as an unpaid social liaison at MacDill Air Force 
Base, Fla., which is headquarters to the U.S. Central 
Command. She is not a U.S. government employee. 

Kelley is said to have received threatening emails from 
Broadwell, who is Petraeus' biographer and who had an 
extramarital affair with Petraeus that reportedly began after he 
became CIA director in September 2011. 

Petraeus resigned as CIA director on Friday. 
Allen, a four-star Marine general, succeeded Petraeus as 

the top American commander in Afghanistan in July 2011. 
The senior official, who discussed the matter only on 

condition of anonymity because it is under investigation, said 
Panetta believed it was prudent to launch a Pentagon 
investigation, although the official would not explain the 
nature of Allen's problematic communications. 

The official said 20,000 to 30,000 pages of emails and 
other documents from Allen's communications with Kelley 

between 2010 and 2012 are under review. He would not say 
whether they involved sexual matters or whether they are 
thought to include unauthorized disclosures of classified 
information. He said he did not know whether Petraeus is 
mentioned in the emails. 

"Gen. Allen disputes that he has engaged in any 
wrongdoing in this matter," the official said. He said Allen 
currently is in Washington. 

Panetta said that while the matter is being investigated by 
the Defense Department Inspector General, Allen will remain 
in his post as commander of the International Security 
Assistance Force, based in Kabul. He praised Allen as having 
been instrumental in making progress in the war. 

The FBI's decision to refer the Allen matter to the 
Pentagon rather than keep it itself, combined with Panetta's 
decision to allow Allen to continue as Afghanistan 
commander without a suspension, suggested strongly that 
officials viewed whatever happened as a possible infraction of 
military rules rather than a violation of federal criminal law. 

Allen was Deputy Commander of Central Command, 
based in Tampa, prior to taking over in Afghanistan. He also is 
a veteran of the Iraq war. 

In the meantime, Panetta said, Allen's nomination to be 
the next commander of U.S. European Command and the 
commander of NATO forces in Europe has been put on hold 
"until the relevant facts are determined." He had been 
expected to take that new post in early 2013, if confirmed by 
the Senate, as had been widely expected. 

Panetta said President Barack Obama was consulted and 
agreed that Allen's nomination should be put on hold. Allen 
was to testify at his confirmation hearing before the Senate 
Armed Services Committee on Thursday. Panetta said he 
asked committee leaders to delay that hearing. 



 19

Panetta also said he wants the Senate Armed Services 
Committee to act promptly on Obama's nomination of Gen. 
Joseph Dunford to succeed Allen as commander in 

Afghanistan. That nomination was made several weeks ago. 
Dunford's hearing is also scheduled for Thursday. 
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16. Concern Grows Over Top Military Officers’ Ethics 
(NEW YORK TIMES 13 NOV 12) ... Thom Shanker 

WASHINGTON — Along with a steady diet of books on 
leadership and management, the reading list at military “charm 
schools” that groom officers for ascending to general or 
admiral includes an essay, “The Bathsheba Syndrome: The 
Ethical Failure of Successful Leaders,” that recalls the moral 
failure of the Old Testament’s King David, who ordered a 
soldier on a mission of certain death — solely for the chance 
to take his wife, Bathsheba. 

The not-so-subtle message: Be careful out there, and act 
better. 

Despite the warnings, a worrisomely large number of 
senior officers have been investigated and even fired for poor 
judgment, malfeasance and sexual improprieties or sexual 
violence — and that is just in the last year. 

Gen. William Ward of the Army, known as Kip, the first 
officer to open the new Africa Command, came under scrutiny 
for allegations of misusing tens of thousands of government 
dollars for travel and lodging. 

Brig. Gen. Jeffrey A. Sinclair, a former deputy 
commander of the 82nd Airborne Division in Afghanistan, is 
confronting the military equivalent of a grand jury to decide 
whether he should stand trial for adultery, sexual misconduct 
and forcible sodomy, stemming from relationships with five 
women. 

James H. Johnson III, a former commander of the 173rd 
Airborne Brigade, was expelled from the Army, fined and 
reduced in rank to lieutenant colonel from colonel after being 
convicted of bigamy and fraud stemming from an improper 
relationship with an Iraqi woman and business dealings with 
her family. 

The Air Force is struggling to recover from a scandal at 
its basic training center at Lackland Air Force Base, Texas, 
where six male instructors were charged with crimes including 
rape and adultery after female recruits told of sexual 
harassment and sexual assault. 

In the Navy, Rear Adm. Charles M. Gaouette was 
relieved of command of the Stennis aircraft carrier strike 
group — remarkably while the task force was deployed in the 
Middle East. Officials said that the move was ordered after 
“inappropriate leadership judgment.” No other details were 
given. 

While there is no evidence that David H. Petraeus had an 
extramarital affair while serving as one of the nation’s most 
celebrated generals, his resignation last week as director of the 
Central Intelligence Agency — a job President Obama said he 
could take only if he left the Army — was the latest sobering 
reminder of the kind of inappropriate behavior that has cast a 
shadow over the military’s highest ranks. 

The episodes have prompted concern that something may 
be broken, or at least fractured, across the military’s culture of 
leadership. Some wonder whether its top officers have 
forgotten the lessons of Bathsheba: The crown of command 
should not be worn with arrogance, and while rank has its 

privileges, remember that infallibility and entitlement are not 
among them. 

David S. Maxwell, a retired Army colonel now serving as 
associate director for security studies at Walsh School of 
Foreign Service at Georgetown University, said that the 
instances of failed or flawed leadership “are tragic and 
serious,” but that he doubts there are more today, on a relative 
scale, than in the past. 

Mr. Maxwell noted that Abraham Lincoln and Franklin D. 
Roosevelt, both wartime presidents, fired many more generals 
than Presidents George W. Bush or Obama. “These general 
and flag officers are humans,” he said. “Faced with stress, and 
a very complex combat environment, people make mistakes. 
These incidents do not represent the vast majority of our 
senior leaders.” 

Like the troops, wartime commanders are separated from 
family for long periods, and the weight of responsibility — in 
a business where the metric of failure is a body bag, not the 
bottom line — bears heavily. 

Still, with drivers and staff, private quarters and 
guaranteed hot meals, the lifestyle of the top echelon of 
commanders on the battlefield offers a significant buffer from 
the hourly rigors of frontline combat endured by the troops. So 
explanations differ for the lapses. 

Paul V. Kane, a Marine Corps Reserve gunnery sergeant 
who is an Iraq veteran and former fellow of Harvard 
University’s International Security Program, believes the 
military is not the only institution facing a problem. “The 
country is suffering a crisis of leadership — in politics, in 
business and in the church, as well as in the military,” he said. 
“We have lots of leaders, but we have a national deficit in true 
leadership.” 

He acknowledged that the post-9/11 stress on the military, 
from enlisted personnel to commanders, has fractured the very 
souls of people in uniform. “When you pull people out of 
family life, repeatedly, over the course of a decade, you are 
going to fray their most basic relationships with spouses, with 
children, with their own personal code,” Mr. Kane said. 

Other national security experts warn that a decade of 
conflict shouldered by an all-volunteer force has separated 
those in uniform — about 1 percent of society — from the rest 
of the citizenry. Such a “military apart” is not healthy for the 
nation because the fighting force may begin to believe it 
operates under rules that are different from those the rest of 
civilian society follows, and perhaps with a separate set of 
benefits, as well. 

“Our military is holding itself to a higher standard than 
the rest of American society,” said Kori N. Schake, an 
associate professor at West Point who has held senior policy 
positions at the Departments of State and Defense. 

“That is beautiful and noble,” she added. “But it’s also 
disconcerting. Sometimes military people talk about being a 
Praetorian Guard at our national bacchanal. That’s actually 
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quite dangerous for them to consider themselves different and 
better.” 

In extreme cases, say some military officers and Pentagon 
officials, the result of this “military apart” is that commanders 
may come to view their sacrifice as earning them the right to 
disregard rules of conduct. 

They note that if anything positive emerges from an era of 
increased scrutiny of misbehavior, it will be an invigorated 
effort to hold the officer corps to account for the way troops 
are led in combat, for the way the treasury is spent, for the 
way military leaders wear the mask of command. 

And they warn that the problem may get worse before it 
gets better. While most of the more notable improprieties have 

been alleged against officers of the ground forces, the Navy, 
which has not been the fulcrum of the wars of the last decade, 
is also showing strain. A study by the Navy Times found more 
than 20 commanding officers were fired this year for 
inappropriate behavior and misconduct. 

“The Navy’s time in the stress tester is coming,” said 
Peter D. Feaver, a professor of political science at Duke 
University. “The number of ships is dropping. The number of 
tours will increase. Reliance on the Navy instead of the Army 
to back up foreign policy will become greater over the next 
decade than the last. If the Navy is cracking under a past 
decade of strain, what will it mean for the Navy when it is in 
the hot seat?” 
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PERSONNEL: 
17. MCPON To Chiefs: Kick It Up A Notch 
New orders for better discipline 
(NAVY TIMES 19 NOV 12) ... Mark D. Faram 

He’s only been on the job for a month, but Master Chief 
Petty Officer of the Navy (AW/NAC) Mike Stevens already 
has a strong message to chief petty officers: You’ve got to 
focus harder on maintaining good order and discipline on the 
deck plates. “I believe with all my heart that many of the 
challenges we face such as sexual assault, domestic violence 
and drug/alcohol abuse, are symptoms of a larger disease,” 
Stevens wrote in a Nov. 5 letter to all chiefs. “Most often that 
larger disease is either the fundamental breakdown or 
conspicuous absence of good order and discipline.” 
Maintaining discipline and high standards at the command 
level, he said, is the primary reason for having a chief’s mess. 
And poor discipline can sink a command faster than a torpedo. 

“I’m not saying the Navy or our chief’s mess is broken,” 
Stevens stressed. “But I believe that we should take the 
opportunity to kick it up a notch.” Stevens’ letter was intended 
as an action item for all chiefs, who he said “own” the job of 
keeping good order and discipline. But he said it can’t succeed 
unless everyone from the deck plates to the wardroom is 
onboard with the efforts. 

With good order and discipline, he said, comes a positive 
command climate. That in turn, translates to better readiness, 
warfighting ability and mission accomplishment. While good 
order and discipline was a primary focus in Stevens’ message, 
he dubbed his overall theme “Zeroing in on Excellence.” He 
also highlighted ways to develop better leaders and asked 
chiefs to focus on issues they can control. 

Budgets, deployment lengths and other Big Navy 
responsibilities should not weigh too heavily. Rather, chiefs 
should focus and prioritize on what needs to be done at the 
deckplate level. 

So how do chiefs achieve good order? Based on hundreds 
of responses after polling messes across the fleet, Stevens 
came up with four broad ways: 

 Leadership through personal example. 

 Accountability commensurate with responsibility. 

 Clear, unambiguous and personal communication 
throughout the chain of command. 

 Excellence in things we have, rather than 
continuously inventing new solutions. 

For execution of these principles, Stevens is leaving a lot 
up to individual commands. “If they’re looking for me to tell 
them how to do each individual thing here, then we’re not 
going to get to where we need to go,” Stevens told Navy 
Times. “Each and every command and community has 
different needs and problems, and their approach to tackling 
this will naturally be different. This is a blueprint showing 
them what we must do, but it’s up to them to decide how to 
build it for themselves.” A closer look at his call to action: 

Defining ‘Good Order’ 
The phrase “good order and discipline” is thrown around 

a lot in the Navy, but Stevens said when he really looked at it, 
he couldn’t find a proper definition of what it meant. 

So he came up with his own definition. 
“I’ve decided that good order and discipline is 

establishing, maintaining and enforcing the professional 
standards that set the conditions for individual and unit 
success,” he said. “Anything that interferes with and distracts 
from those conditions is then contrary to good order and 
discipline.” Having a good command climate is directly 
related. 

“The commanding officer sets the tone but it’s really up 
to the chief’s mess to make sure that the command culture is 
largely positive,” Stevens said. 

If something is wrong at the command, MCPON wants 
the chiefs to identify the problem and fix it. 

“There is no group of individuals within the Navy better 
positioned to recognize the climate within an organization — 
both up and down the chain of command — than chief petty 
officers,” Stevens said. “I have yet to sit down with a group of 
chiefs in a CPO mess and have a 30-minute conversation and 
not hear from them very accurately what the culture and 
climate of their organization is and what problems they are 
facing.” 

Leadership by personal example 
Sailors often emulate their leaders, Stevens said. 
“Most of us who have been in the Navy for a while can 

look back and see the bits and pieces of those who mentored 
us along the way in ourselves,” he said. 
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“So leadership by example is where we have to focus 
first, and I believe we do that through consistent and routine 
interaction in the personal and professional lives of our 
Sailors.” Stevens dismisses Sailor complaints that chiefs are 
too involved in their Sailors’ lives and said “that shows our 
chiefs are taking this seriously.” Chiefs need to also look 
inward at their own lives and personal actions and behaviors, 
he said. 

“We all make mistakes and must correct ourselves,” he 
said. “But keep in mind that if you expect something of your 
Sailors, they’ll also expect that, and more, of you.” 

Accountability commensurate with responsibility 
Holding subordinates accountable is important, Stevens 

said, “because if we don’t have consistent accountability for 
all, it fosters an environment that is contrary to good order and 
discipline.” But the higher you go in rank, the higher the 
accountability, he added. Chief petty officers know from the 
time they put on their anchors that they are being held to a 
higher standard and rightly so, Stevens said. 

But again he gives some wiggle room, acknowledging 
that no one is perfect 100 percent of the time. 

”It’s one thing to make an honest mistake and that’s 
completely different from committing a deliberate egregious 
act,” he said. “And each should be dealt with commensurate 
with what has been done.” 

Clear, unambiguous and personal communication 
throughout the chain of command. 

Too often, clear messages don’t filter down through the 
ranks, Stevens said. 

“Whenever possible, we should communicate with our 
Sailors face-to-face,” he said. “Because that kind of direct 
contact is one of the most important elements of developing 
trust.” It also cuts down on confusion. 

“Don’t default to sending emails,” he said. “I’m not 
against technology, and email is a great tool to get a lot of 
information to a lot of people quickly, but it doesn’t replace 
talking face-to-face.” 

Excellence in the things we have rather than 
continuously inventing new solutions 

The Navy too often tries to invent new ways to fight 
existing problems, Stevens said. 

Many times, simply following existing procedures will 
solve most problems, if it’s done correctly and Sailors see it 
through. A complaint from many Sailors is that the Navy piles 
on too much mandatory training or too many safety messages 
on alcohol, sex assault, suicide and other issues. 

While these are important issues that need addressing, 
Stevens is stressing a smarter way of combating them. 

“We have enough to do right now without creating more 
work for ourselves by reinventing the wheel,” he said. 

Building Better Leaders 
While Stevens’ straight talk on good order and discipline 

may raise the most eyebrows, it’s by no means the only factor 
in his call for “zeroing in on excellence.” Forging more 
effective leaders is a major priority. 

“No organization will ever rise above the capabilities of 
its leaders,” Stevens said. 

Stevens believes the Navy has excellent leadership 
development schools available — but doesn’t think the fleet is 
taking full advantage. In his letter, he raises the issue of seats 
going unfilled at the Senior Enlisted Academy, for example 
Over the past few years, only about 60 percent of the seats in 
any given class have been filled. 

“We as chiefs and command master chiefs particularly — 
and I include myself in this discussion — have taken our eye 
off the ball when it comes to encouraging our chiefs, senior 
chief and master chief petty officers to attend this course of 
instruction.” The course is mainly focused at the E-8 and E-9 
levels, but Stevens said 10 percent of any class is available for 
E-7s as well. 

“My goal is to fill every single seat we have in every 
single class,” he said. 

Stevens plans to re-energize the program by focusing on 
attracting the best course facilitators and has promised to be 
personally involved with each class. 

“I am personally committed to do my very best to get up 
there and spend time with each class,” he said. “That’s a big 
commitment for me to go on the record for, but I am all in.” 
He’s also called for a greater focus on so-called “people 
programs,” which range from indoctrination of new Sailors to 
career development and family care programs. 

“These basics are all things that can collectively help to 
set the proper tone at a command,” Stevens said. 

What he likes most is the fact the class is required to be 
taught face-to-face with Sailors, something he views as the 
most effective way to teach. 

Some of the other courses are put in the hands of 
commands, however, and some don’t take it as seriously as 
they should, Stevens said. 

“We can’t treat this as something we have to do, 
something that is a check in the box,” he said. “To be 
valuable, it has to be done in such a way that that we are 
actually developing our Sailors to be better leaders.” As a 
result, he’s challenging the chief’s messes to find better ways 
of delivering this training. 

No Room For ‘Amateurs’ 
As the final part of Stevens’ message to chiefs, he warns 

not to get distracted by things in life out of your control. 
This could mean deployment lengths, budget cuts or 

manning issues. 
What chiefs must do, Stevens said, is focus their efforts 

on what they can control. “Things like good order and 
discipline, technical training, maintenance and administrative 
production, and the execution of orders,” he said. 

That doesn’t mean he doesn’t want chiefs to see the “big 
picture” and understand how they fit into it. 

“Making the Navy run is a job for professionals only — 
we simply do not have room for amateurs,” he said. 
“Professionals know what the priorities are and where to apply 
energy. They are not easily distracted by white noise beyond 
their control.” 
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18. Senior Leadership: Curb Bad Behavior In The Fleet 
(NAVY TIMES 19 NOV 12) ... Gidget Fuentes 

On the heels of some high profile cases of misconduct 
abroad, two senior leaders issued a joint message across the 
fleet imploring leaders to step in and use “intrusive 
leadership” to curb destructive personal behavior. 

“The disturbing trend of sexual assault throughout the 
Navy and a recent criminal act abroad has negatively impacted 
the warfighting readiness and reputation of the fleet,” Adm. 
William Gortney, head of U.S. Fleet Forces Command, and 
Adm. Cecil Haney, the Pacific Fleet commander, wrote in a 
Nov. 3 “personal for” message to commanders and senior 
enlisted leaders. “This inappropriate behavior is unacceptable. 
We demand your attention and leadership.” The Oct. 16 arrest 
of two Sailors in Okinawa for allegedly raping a local woman 
has fueled anti-U.S. sentiment in Japan, tainted the Navy’s 
reputation and led U.S. Forces Japan to order a strict 11 p.m. 
curfew and clamp down on liberty for all service members. It 
also came as the military services continue to grapple with 
accusations they haven’t done enough to stop sexual assaults 
and hold abusers accountable. 

“Sexual assault remains a serious problem in our Navy 
and we must do everything we can to eliminate it,” Gortney 
and Haney wrote, citing 496 reports of sexual assault during 
fiscal 2012, which ended Sept. 30. Of those reports, 397 were 
“blue-on-blue” cases involving only Navy personnel, and 
more than half of all the reports involved alcohol, they wrote, 
adding, “These staggering numbers and the horrific incident in 

Okinawa give us all reason for action.” They directed leaders 
to “stay out in front” on the issue and teach Sailors “the value 
of bystander intervention” to help prevent such assaults. 
“Encourage frank and open discussion,” they added. 

Gortney and Haney also want leaders to tackle the 
problems caused by alcohol abuse, a culprit in many incidents, 
most recently the Nov. 2 firing of the commander, executive 
officer, operations officer and chief engineer on the frigate 
Vandegrift for drunken behavior and misconduct during a 
September port call in Vladivostok, Russia. 

Leaders should “set the proper command climate to 
dissuade alcohol abuse that leads to behavior and conduct 
problems,” they wrote, and teach Sailors about the risks of 
excessive drinking. “As leaders, you must actively look for 
potential problem areas before they lead to larger behavioral 
issues,” they added. “Know your people. Understand their 
liberty habits. Take action early. Do not wait for a problem to 
occur.” Gortney and Haney want commands to be “proactive” 
even when misbehavior or problems seem minor. 

The cost of inaction and misbehavior is even more serious 
overseas, where “our warfighting strategy relies in part on the 
willingness of host nations to provide our forces access to 
their ports,” they noted. “To support this mission area, our 
Sailors must be exemplary ambassadors of our Navy and our 
nation.” 
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19. After The Election: Cuts Likely In Pay, Benefits 
After the election, focus turns to controlling spending, including defense 
(NAVY TIMES 19 NOV 12) ... Rick Maze 

An election that returned President Obama to the White 
House, left Democrats controlling the Senate and Republicans 
running the House could end up hurting your wallet and 
career. 

With campaign rhetoric behind them and serious financial 
problems ahead if an agreement isn’t reached to control 
spending, early discussions are underway for a potential 
deficit reduction package that could include a $10 billion to 
$20 billion annual reduction in planned defense spending. 

While that would be a far lighter hit than the threatened 
$55 billion per year reduction in military spending that would 
occur under sequestration if there is no deficit-reduction 
agreement, the new cuts in the defense top line still would be 
significant for two reasons: 

 Even a reduction of $10 billion a year is big enough 
to represent real cuts after adjustment for inflation, 
because the new reduction would come on top of a 
previous series of cuts that have already been 
approved. 

 While Obama has spared military personnel money if 
sequestration occurs next year, there is no indication 
personnel would be exempt from cuts under a new 
budget deal — and there is good reason to think 
personnel funding would actually be put on the 
chopping block. 

Pushing Benefits Overhauls 
Congressional aides working on the 2013 defense budget 

said the Defense Department already has been pushing budget 
cutting ideas, such as smaller annual military pay raises that 
do not keep pace with private sector wage growth, reduced 
military retirement benefits and higher out-of-pocket health 
care fees for military retirees. 

DoD is also seeking cuts in the number of people on 
active duty and calling for two additional rounds of base 
closings. 

More defense cuts are likely to intensify talk about cutting 
personnel costs, especially basic pay increases and retiree 
related expenses, aides said. 

Pay and benefits cuts — under discussion for years by 
DoD and many think tanks but resisted by Congress — 
obviously could hurt the wallets of service members and 
retirees. Cuts in personnel levels could involuntarily force out 
people who were not planning to leave any time soon — at a 
time when many sectors of the economy are still struggling. 

In a post-election report, the nonpartisan Congressional 
Budget Office provided lawmakers examples of benefits cuts 
that were similar to DoD’s proposals. They include capping 
future raises in basic pay, charging a fee for Medicare-eligible 
military retirees and their families to have Tricare for Life 
coverage, raising pharmacy co-pays and limiting Tricare 
coverage for working-age retirees who can get employer-
provided health coverage. 
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The Nov. 8 report, “Choices for Deficit Reduction,” 
doesn’t single out military benefits for cuts. For example, it 
also proposes making people work longer before receiving 
Social Security and changing how Social Security benefits are 
calculated as other ways of saving money. 

If there’s a sliver of good news, it’s that defense officials 
are not talking about capping military raises until 2015, and 
reform of military retired pay is unlikely to apply to current 
service members, congressional aides said. 

However, an increase in out-of-pocket health care costs is 
one initiative DoD wants to implement as soon as possible, 
although it appears unlikely any specific proposal could be 
approved that would take effect before Oct. 1 and would most 
likely be delayed even longer because of expected resistance 
from military and veterans groups, congressional aides said. 

Republican presidential challenger Mitt Romney had 
campaigned on a promise that he would not only prevent 
sequestration but would “roll back” the $487 billion in defense 
cuts previously proposed by the Obama administration and 
endorsed by Congress as part of the 2011 Budget Control Act. 

Romney also promised not just to stop ongoing cuts in 
personnel of about 200,000 people but to increase the size of 
the force by another 100,000 people, although he never 
explained exactly how he would pay for those defense plans. 

Time To Negotiate 
Bipartisan agreement is required to get anything done, 

especially after an election that gave no party a clear upper 
hand. 

Obama was re-elected with a strong showing in the 
Electoral College but with only a narrow 50.4-percent-to-48.1-
percent edge over Romney in the popular vote. 

Democrats gained seats in the House, but Republicans 
remain in control, with 233 representatives in a body where 
218 votes constitutes a majority. 

In the Senate, Democrats increased their slim majority but 
still lack the 60 votes required to overcome procedural hurdles 
— mainly filibusters — that can block consideration and 
passage of legislation or amendments. 

Before the November elections, lawmakers resisted 
discussions about a broad agreement on deficit and spending, 
and instead engaged in a blame game of who was responsible 
for the nation’s fiscal problems and the risk of the 
sequestration in January. 

After the elections, however, Obama, House Speaker John 
Boehner, R-Ohio, and Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid, D-
Nev., all appeared ready to negotiate — although they are still 
far apart on details. 

“The American people want us to work together. 
Republicans want us to work together. Democrats want us to 
work together. They want a balanced approach to everything, 
but especially the situation we have in dealing with this huge 
deficit,” said Reid, who added that tax increases “are part of 
that.” Boehner indicated a willingness to consider reductions 
in defense spending, without providing details. Instead, he 
spoke of seeking a “balanced” approach to deficit reduction, 
making clear that does not mean “slashing national defense 
instead of making the commonsense spending cuts that are 
truly needed.” Obama spoke with Boehner and Reid on Nov. 
7, trying to work out arrangements for budget talks. 

Boehner said a long-term agreement by the end of the 
calendar year isn’t possible, and is proposing some kind of 
temporary budget agreement to avoid sequestration in January 
that would allow time to work on a longer-term package next 
year. 

Reid and Obama have been talking about moving quickly 
to forge a bigger agreement now. 
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20. What’s On The Lame Duck’s Plate? A Huge Serving Of Federal Employee Issues 
(WASHINGTON POST 13 NOV 12) ... Joe Davidson 

Congress returns to work this week with important pieces 
of federal-employee-related legislation on the lame duck’s 
plate. 

With the White House and Congress struggling to find 
ways to get the government’s financial house in order, the 
threat of continued reductions in federal worker compensation 
and cuts to staff remain real. Already the workforce has 
sacrificed in the form of a freeze on basic pay rates and higher 
retirement contributions for many federal employees hired 
beginning next year. 

There are proposals that would take more from the federal 
workers, for example by basing their retirement calculation on 
the highest five years of an employee’s salary instead of the 
highest three. We will deal with those proposals in greater 
depth in future columns. 

Among the measures awaiting action is one affecting 
federal whistleblowers and a U.S. Postal Service bill that has a 
government-wide workers’ compensation provision. 

Congress has been trying to figure out how to keep the 
Postal Service afloat for years. The Senate passed a bipartisan 
bill in April. 

When the Senate acted, Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs Committee Chairman Joseph I. 

Lieberman (I-Conn.) said “this legislation will change the 
USPS so it can stay alive throughout the 21st century to serve 
the people and businesses of this country.” 

But the key sponsor of House legislation, Rep. Darrell 
Issa (R-Calif.), has called the Senate bill “wholly 
unacceptable,” because he said the bill does not permit postal 
officials to quickly close facilities in order to save money. 

“Instead of finding savings to help the Postal Service 
survive, the Senate postal bill has devolved into a special 
interest spending binge that would actually make things 
worse,” Issa said. “While the Postal Service is actually trying 
to shutter some facilities it does not need, the Senate bill 
forces the Postal Service to keep over 100 excess postal 
facilities open at a cost of $900 million per year.” 

Postal employee unions were ambivalent about the 
Senate’s legislation, which would affect other federal workers 
as well, and like Issa’s bill even less. Among other things, the 
Senate bill would cut some workers’ compensation payments 
three years after enactment. Not only postal workers, but other 
federal employees would be covered. Compensation would 
not be reduced, however, for those who are totally and 
permanently disabled or already above retirement age. 
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Guarding Whistleblowers 
Another bill that the 112th Congress could act on during 

its final days is the Whistleblower Protection Enhancement 
Act. 

It would strengthen protection against retaliation from 
supervisors toward federal employees who report waste, fraud 
or abuse. This bill has been more than a decade in the making. 
It was passed by the House in September. 

Under the legislation, whistleblower protections would be 
extended to Transportation Security Administration 
employees, agency inspectors general would appoint 
ombudsmen to inform employees about their whistleblower 
rights and the Office of Special Council could file briefs in 
support of workers who appeal rulings in certain 
whistleblower cases. 

The bill would close court created exceptions to an earlier 
whistleblower protection law, exceptions that had the effect of 
weakening those protections. 

The legislation does not extend protections to national 
security and intelligence community employees, but that was 
done in October with a presidential policy directive issued by 
President Obama. 

While some advocates praised the directive as 
“unprecedented” and “a landmark breakthrough,” they also 
made it clear they want protections for national security 
workers codified in law. 

“The directive fails to provide whistleblowers with any 
new enforceable legal rights,” Stephen M. Kohn, executive 
director of the National Whistleblower Center, said when the 
directive was issued. “In fact, the directive specifically states 

that it does not ‘create any right or benefit’ for whistleblowers. 
This section renders the directive toothless. We are concerned 
that national security employees may think that this directive 
gives them some much-needed protections when it does not.” 

Stock Act 
Both chambers might want to rethink legislation that 

delayed until Dec. 8 the online posting of the personal 
financial information of 28,000 high-ranking feds, as required 
by the Stock Act. 

The Dec. 8 date was itself a delay from an earlier 
requirement to post the information Aug. 30. Congress pushed 
back the date after strong protests by federal employee 
organizations, which said the online posting requirement could 
endanger personal and national security. 

The delay was designed to allow more time to study the 
impact of the law, the Stop Trading on Congressional 
Knowledge Act, which is designed to prohibit conflicts of 
interest. Employees already disclose the information, but they 
objected to posting it on the Internet. 

Congress also authorized the National Academy of Public 
Administration six months to study the law’s impact, a period 
that does not expire until spring. So the current date for 
posting the data comes well before the results of the study are 
due. Pushing the posting date back until after the study is 
completed only makes sense. 

“There’s a disconnect there,” Rep. Chris Van Hollen (D-
Md.) said shortly after Congress approved the latest Stock Act 
measure. “I will push for a further delay until we have the 
benefit of the report.” Previous columns by Joe Davidson are 
available at 

Return to Index 
 
 

VETERANS: 
21. VA Head Envisions Radical Improvements In Backlog 
(NAVY TIMES 19 NOV 12) ... Rick Maze 

Veterans Affairs Secretary Eric Shinseki vows that major 
improvements are just over the horizon for veterans seeking 
benefits and health care. 

The 69-year-old retired four-star general and former 
Army chief of staff said in an interview that he knows veterans 
are frustrated by a complicated and lengthy disability claims 
process and by problems accessing VA’s health care system, 
but changing a large organization takes time. 

He has ambitious goals: eliminating the claims backlog 
and homelessness among veterans by the end of 2015. Mean-
while, he is expanding access to VA health care, improving 
programs for female veterans and for veterans in rural areas. 

And while he doesn’t have an implementation date, he 
also talks of launching an aggressive mental health program in 
which VA clinicians would review the medical records of 
separating veterans to look for evidence of problems that 
could be early indicators of suicide risk. 

Calling the incidence of suicide among current and former 
service members “unacceptable,” Shinseki said his plan calls 
for better anticipating who is at risk and contacting them to see 
if they are interested in a mental health evaluation or 
treatment. 

When, exactly, this will happen is unclear because it 
depends on the Defense Department and VA completing a 

long, complicated process to provide an electronic copy of 
military medical records to VA as someone leaves the 
military. 

Efforts to devise a seamless electronic records system 
have been a lengthy, thorny problem filled with complications, 
but Shinseki believes the technical issues have been resolved. 

The most attention getting problem at VA has been the 
large and growing number of pending benefit claims. About 
900,000 claims are pending before VA, including almost 
600,000 waiting for 125 days or more. 

Although it’s a hard sell to Congress and veterans groups 
as they watch the number of pending benefits claims rise year 
after year, Shinseki said VA is doing better. 

He noted that VA completed about 900,000 claims in 
2009 and about 1 million a year in 2010, 2011 and 2012. The 
problem is that more claims are arriving each year, preventing 
more significant progress. In 2012, for example, VA received 
about 1.3 million claims, he said. 

“In four years, we put 3.9 million claims out the door, but 
we have more coming in,” he said. 

Progress on cutting the backlog depends on how fast a 
fully electronic processing system can be deployed, as well as 
the number of claims received, he said. Shinseki said there is a 
chance of real progress in 2013. 
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“I’m told the number of claims received may be peaking,” 
he said. “There is a chance we will put out more than we 
receive.” Getting out to meet VA employees and veterans is a 
high priority for Shinseki. 

“I learned in the Army you cannot sit in Washington with 
a 1,000-mile or 2,000-mile screwdriver trying to fine tune 
things out there in the field,” Shinseki said. “You are much 
better off going out there.” In his almost four years heading 
VA, the second largest federal agency next to the Defense 
Department, Shinseki said he has made it a point to regularly 
visit facilities. 

“I passed the 50-state mark some time ago,” he said. 
“While I haven’t been to every facility, I have seen facilities in 
each state.” He acknowledged that many veterans want VA to 
react faster but said he has found that transforming VA into a 
modern agency and changing the culture of its employees is a 
daunting task. 

“Saying you have a vision for the future and getting 
people to share in it is hard work,” he said. “Change is the 

most difficult thing any organization has to do, and when you 
use the word ‘transformation,’ it is bigger than just change. 

“It isn’t modernization; it isn’t changing a set of leaders 
or changing an office. It is comprehensive and fundamental. 
We are into the guts of how we do our business: Is it effective, 
is it efficient, are people being held accountable?” he said. 

“I have asked people to be bold, and I think we have 
moved faster in the last two years than the organization I 
previously served with in the business of transforming,” he 
said, referring to the Army, where he had a 38-year career. 

While changing VA culture is challenging, Shinseki noted 
that he has some previous experience with cultural change in 
large organizations. 

“Try putting a black beret on the head of a soldier,” he 
said, referring to a decision he made as Army chief of staff to 
make berets standard headgear for soldiers, a move that 
launched a massive controversy. 
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MARINE CORPS: 
22. Concerns About The Future Keep Top Marine Up At Night 
(WTOM AM RADIO WASHINGTON 12 NOV 12) ... J.J. Green 

WASHINGTON -- At 3:15 a.m. on Election Day, Nov. 6, 
Gen. James F. Amos, commandant of the Marine Corps, was 
wide awake. He was sitting at a computer, firing off emails 
from his home office, deeply concerned about the future of the 
Marine Corps. 

It's not the combat readiness or the courage of the men 
and women that wear the Marine uniform that keeps him up at 
night. 

"They're doing great. And they're doing great in 
Afghanistan right now and I feel very good about where that's 
going," said Amos. 

It's apprehension about looming budget cuts that keep him 
up at night. 

"I'm concerned, right now, over the next couple of years 
about my ability to be able to shepherd the Marine Corps, as 
the commandant through these times, these budget times," said 
Amos in an interview at the Pentagon. 

His worry comes with good reason. 
The Pentagon was ordered in 2011, by virtue of the 

Budget Control Act of 2011, to make $487 billion in cuts. And 
unless the Obama administration and Congress can agree on 
how to further trim the federal budget before the end of 2012, 
automatic, across-the-board budget cuts known as 
sequestration will force the military to give up another $500 
billion. 

That, according to Amos, would hit the Marines harder 
than any other service. 

"Because we're the smallest of all the services, and we 
only have 8 percent of the Department of Defense budget, 
when cuts come down, even though they are levied 
proportionally, it has a disproportionate effect on the Marine 
Corps," said Amos. 

The end result could force the Marines to cancel 
programs. 

But Amos declares, "The one thing I will not do is build a 
hollow Marine Corps." 

One of his goals is to make sure that when called upon, 
the Marines, which he often refers to as "America's shock 
force," doesn't just answer the call. 

"We will have a high state of readiness, our combat forces 
will be ready to go today, and they will be equipped with 100 
percent of the equipment that they need. And they'll have 100 
percent of the money they need to get ready," said Amos. 

But in order to do that he's going to have to make cuts. 
"It could be in my bases and stations, which could be 

painful," he said. 
"We are not a large organization, we don't have a 

significant amount of bases around America and throughout 
the world, but they do cost money." 

Education and training is already suffering and could take 
a further hit. 

"It does cost money to send people TAD (Temporary 
Assigned Duty) to conferences. We've cut our conferences, by 
about 90 percent, our travel has been cut back easily by about 
50 percent," he said. 

Also, he said they will "look at extending Marines from 
three-year tours to four- year tours. " 

While doing whatever it takes to keep the Marines on the 
cutting edge of readiness, Amos warned, if this period of 
austerity is extended, "sooner or later that chicken is going to 
come to roost." 

Using another metaphor, he compared the belt-tightening 
that sequestration would force to constantly repairing the parts 
on an aging car. 

Sooner or later it will breakdown. 
With 40 years of flying fighter jets in his rear-view, the 

tough veteran, whose service reaches back to the later years of 
the Vietnam War, has seen enough change to know that it's 
happening again -- right now. 

"The world order is changing, so it's affecting the United 
States of America and so we're coming out of Afghanistan 
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after being tied up for 11 years in nothing but straight combat. 
So there's going to be changes," he said. 

While those changes are taking place, the Marine Corps is 
going to have to reset itself. 

Amos said the Marines are going to collect all of their 
equipment in Afghanistan after the war is over, the Corps is 

going to slim down to 182,100 and prepare for its next 
challenge as the U.S. "pivots" toward the Asia Pacific region. 

Amos and other military leaders acknowledge the 
continuing budget cuts have forced them to do more with less, 
but eventually, because of the global political fluctuations 
taking place, observers say that trend is going to have to be 
reversed or at the very least stopped cold. 
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AVIATION: 
23. Pentagon's Message To Lockheed: Stay Focused On F-35 
(REUTERS 12 NOV 12) ... Andrea Shalal-Esa 

WASHINGTON -- Lockheed Martin Corp on Monday 
said Pentagon officials had underscored their support for 
Marillyn Hewson, named to take over as chief executive in 
January after an ethics scandal, and urged the company to stay 
focused on its flagship program the F-35 Joint Strike Fighter. 

Current Chief Executive Bob Stevens, who will stay on as 
executive chairman when he retires at the end of the year, told 
analysts that the Defense Department was understanding about 
the management changes, but also reiterated the importance of 
keeping such programs such as the F-35 fighter on track. 

Hewson and Stevens spoke with analysts on Monday 
morning in an effort to reassure investors that the company's 
leadership changes would not alter its focus on cutting costs, 
delivering programs and expanding international sales. 

Lockheed shares were trading slightly lower on Monday 
morning dropping 44 cents to trade at $89.54. 

Stevens said Lockheed informed the Pentagon after the 
close of the stock market that its president and chief operating 
officer, Chris Kubasik, had been forced out after admitting to 
an inappropriate personal relationship. 

Kubasik had been set to replace Stevens as chief 
executive officer in January. The news on Kubasik emerged 
hours after CIA Director David Petraeus resigned after 
admitting to an extramarital affair. 

"The initial response has been an understanding of the 
situation that we faced here and an understanding of the 
actions that we've taken and a full measure of support for 
Marillyn in her new position," Stevens said on Monday. 

He said officials also told the company: "Don't lose focus 
on the commitments that you've made on the F35 specifically 
and on other programs." 

Stevens said Hewson was very familiar with the breadth 
and depth of Lockheed's operations and had been deeply 
immersed over nearly 30 years in many of the company's key 
programs, including the F-35 fighter program over the past 
nine months. 

Hewson, who was already slated to become president and 
chief operating officer in January, said she had taken part in 

high-level talks with the Pentagon about a contract for a fifth 
batch of F-35 jets, and would remain closely engaged in the 
process. 

Those talks have been under way for nearly a year, 
prompting one of the Pentagon's top F-35 officials to describe 
ties between Lockheed and the government as the worst he'd 
ever seen. 

Hewson said she was committed to securing a contract for 
those planes, which is needed to free up funds for a sixth batch 
of planes, and said the company would deliver all the airplanes 
it was committed to this year, despite a strike that slowed 
production earlier in the year. 

Lockheed last month warned investors that it faced a 
potential termination liability of $1.1 billion on the F-35 
fighter program unless it received additional funding for work 
on a sixth batch of airplanes by year end. 

"We are going to meet our commitments this year on 
delivering the aircraft that we committed to, the support for 
the customer is strong and so we'll continue to be very much 
engaged and we won't miss a beat on F-35," Hewson said. 

Stevens said Hewson was well suited for the top job 
because of her long years of experience in running various 
company divisions, as well as what he described as her 
"remarkable" people skills. 

"I know you're going to find this extraordinarily hard to 
believe, people seem to like Marillyn more than they like me," 
Stevens joked, adding that he had learned "a lot from her in 
our ability to work together over the years." 

For her part, Hewson said she was focused on clearly 
communicating the company's priorities, fostering innovation, 
listening to customers, and continuing to develop its 
workforce. 

"I think it's also important that a leader put in place an 
environment where people can do their best work, where they 
feel comfortable to bring their best ideas forward," Hewson 
said. 
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SURFACE FLEET: 
24. Can Navy Afford Next-Gen DDG-51 Destroyer, Packard Award Or Not? 
(AOL DEFENSE 12 NOV 12) ... Sydney J. Freedberg Jr. 

WASHINGTON: It's not a Nobel Prize, but the Packard 
Award matters in the big-dollar world of defense procurement. 
Last week, utterly overshadowed by elections, the Department 

of Defense awarded the Packard to the Navy's DDG-51 
destroyer, the sleek grey mainstay of the fleet. 
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With 62 Arleigh Burke-class destroyers already in 
service, four under construction, and at least nine more in the 
Navy's latest five-year plan, getting the DDG-51 right -- at the 
right price -- is critical to the Navy. The Packard Award 
recognized an innovative approach that saved an estimated 
$300 million over the three most recent ships -- and which 
might help the Navy afford the next, far more challenging 
phase of the destroyer's evolution. 

What was the program's amazing new approach to 
lowering prices? In a word: competition. That sounds like 
Capitalism 101 until you realize how hard it is to get 
competitive bidding on high-tech, high-cost, high-complexity 
weapons systems like a Navy ship. 

The Navy's particular problem is that commercial 
shipbuilding in America is all but dead. The "Big Six" 
shipyards that remain -- soon to be the "Big Five" once the 
Avondale, La. yard shuts down next year -- depend almost 
entirely on the Navy to stay afloat financially. Further 
shrinking the pool of potential competitors for contracts, not 
all of the Big Five can build every kind of Navy ship. 

For the flagship of the fleet, the nuclear-powered aircraft 
carriers, there is in fact just one qualified bidder, Newport 
News Shipbuilding in Virginia, now owned by Huntington-
Ingalls Industries. With most classes of warship, however, 
there are two: For destroyers, it's HII's Ingalls Shipbuilding in 
Pascagoula, Miss. and General Dynamics' Bath Iron Works in 
Maine. In theory, the Navy could have both yards compete, 
give all its destroyer business to the lowest bidder, and let the 
other go bust -- but then it would have lost half the country's 
destroyer-building capacity and even the theoretical possibility 
of competition. 

The annual Navy budget typically buys two Arleigh 
Burkes -- one for each yard. "In a year where you build two 
ships, if you want to keep two shipbuilders viable and in the 
business of building destroyers, you have a strong desire to 
have each guy build a ship," the DDG-51 program manager, 
Navy Capt. Mark Vandroff, explained to AOL Defense. "That 
would seem to give you very little competitive pressure." 

So instead of conducting a traditional competition, the 
Navy used "a contracting device called 'Profit Related to 
Offer,'" the captain said. "It's a little complicated." 

Here's how PRO worked on the Arleigh Burke program: 
First, each shipyard submitted, not a normal bid, but the 

estimated cost to build a destroyer. 
Then, each yard got a contract for one destroyer but the 

better bidder got better terms. The yard that offered the lower 
cost was given the contract with the higher profit margin, in 
this case 14 percent. The yard that offered the highest cost still 
got to build a ship, but with a lower profit margin. So, PRO 
offers this incentive -- the higher the cost (relative to the low 
bidder), the lower the profit margin. 

[The DDG-51 program's actual formula was (high 
bidder's profit) equals (low bidder's profit) minus 65 percent 
of (high bid) minus (low bid)]. 

The contract also uses what the Pentagon calls a "Fixed-
Price Incentive" system, where contractors are penalized for 
cost overruns. For each dollar they go above the contract 
price, the Navy only pays them 50 cents, and the contractor 
has to eat the other half-dollar -- so there's a strong 
disincentive against submitting unrealistically low bids. "You 

don't want to low-ball because you'll overrun and pay 50 
percent of that," said Vandroff. 

It works the other way as well. "You don't want to high-
ball, either," however, Vandroff went on. If you bid 
unrealistically high and then come in under budget, the Navy 
only lets you keep 50 cents of every dollar you save, taking 
the other half as savings to the government. Under the Profit 
Related to Offer system, it's more profitable to have bid a 
realistic cost up front, be the low bidder, and get awarded the 
higher profit margin. 

(Yes, it's complicated). 
The DDG-51 program applied this PRO methodology to 

three of the four ships now under construction. (The fourth 
was awarded without competition to Huntington-Ingalls in 
compensation for the Navy moving all the remaining work on 
another program, the DDG-1000, to Bath Iron Works). The 
Pentagon estimates it saved $298 million across all three 
ships. That's 5.5 percent off the $5.4 billion originally 
budgeted cost -- or, if you discount all the weapons systems 
and sensors bought from other contractors, and just compare 
the $300 million in savings to the $2.4 billion budgeted to pay 
the shipbuilders themselves, it's 12.5 percent. 

With all three ships still under construction, one 
congressional source said, "there's still a lot of time for things 
to go wrong -- but good for them." 

So what's next for DDG-51? If Congress ever gets its act 
together to pass the annual defense authorization bill for 2013, 
it is expected to approve multi-year procurement authority for 
multiple destroyers over the next five years: at least nine 
DDG-51s, and possibly a tenth if the shipyards offer a good 
enough deal. 

"When you have a PRO and a multi-year," said Vandroff, 
"they reinforce each other in a virtuous circle." While the 
Navy can't award a contract until Congress passes the 
authorizing law, it has already asked for, and received, Price 
Related to Offer bids from both shipyards for several 
scenarios: a nine-ship buy, four from one yard and five from 
the other. A 10-ship buy, evenly divided five and five; and a 
10-ship buy, unevenly split, with six ships going to the low 
bidder and four to the high bid. 

What's especially complicated is that the Navy plans to 
redesign the destroyer part-way through this five-year 
contract, evolving the DDG-51 into a ballistic missile defense 
ship with a revolutionary new radar that requires extensive 
new power and cooling systems. Critics charge the changes 
are so radical that this is really a new class of ship, just 
crammed into an existing hull, but the Navy simply calls the 
new destroyer DDG-51, Flight III. (The ships now being built 
are the version called "Flight IIA," which was preceded, 
naturally, by Flights I and II). 

The Navy's official estimate for the first Flight III 
destroyer -- and the first ship of a new design is always more 
expensive than those that follow -- is $2.6 billion. But an 
internal Naval Sea Systems Command (NAVSEA) study 
leaked a year ago suggested the ship might cost $3.6 billion. 

Some people have already made up their minds about the 
feasibility of Flight III, Vandroff told AOL Defense, but 
"they're a little too soon." The Navy doesn't plan to buy the 
first Flight III destroyer until fiscal year 2016, he noted, and 
"we're not going to even do advanced procurement for that 
ship until FY 15." So there's still time to refine the design, 
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mature the technology and bring down costs, he said: "The 
Navy's gonna make its decision when it has to make its 

decision." 
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25. Corrosion Fighters Need More U.S. Navy Funding, Group Says 
(AVIATION WEEK 13 NOV 12) ... Michael Fabey 

Defeating corrosion is one of the top priorities for the 
U.S. Navy waterfront community, according to a recent report 
obtained by the Aviation Week Intelligence Network (AWIN) 
that was prepared by a Navy Operational Advisory Group 
(OAG). 

Corrosion control is listed as one of the leading 20 
priorities identified in the Oct. 23 report prepared by the OAG, 
a group managed by the Navy’s Surface Warfare Enterprise to 
provide fleet input on surface combatant needs. 

The Navy’s Corrosion Control Program, the report notes, 
“is specifically designed to reverse material degradation and 
extend service life.” 

The report says, “Corrosion is slowly degrading 
readiness, costing $2.4 billion per year fleet-wide.” While 
current planned efforts “help with tools and training,” there is 
more that needs to be addressed, the group says. 

“Continued corrosion will slowly degrade ships’ readiness 
and increase repair costs,” the report says, and those on the 
waterfront fighting corrosion need more resources. 

The report recommends a funding increase for corrosion 
initiatives to include repairs and installation of corrosion 
resistant materials through the Future Year Defense Plan. 

“The ‘top 20’ priorities list is only one input to resource 
sponsors recommending how funding should be allocated to 

get maximum benefit,” says Navy Lt. Richard Chernitzer, 
commenting on the report. “This is direct fleet input from the 
waterfront. The desired end state is to inform resource 
sponsors … of waterfront concerns moving forward and 
ensure that decisions are not made without the input of those 
operating the equipment.” 

The “resource sponsors,” he says, are “organizations 
responsible for an identifiable group of resources constituting 
certain warfare or supporting tasks, such as … surface warfare 
ships or … information systems.” 

He says, “These resource sponsors have to determine 
where they will spend money and ensure an effective and 
balanced program within assigned fiscal controls. They assist 
during internal Navy budget reviews in order to maintain a 
balanced program.” 

There is no set time frame or timeline for addressing 
items on the list, he says. “OAG’s list is only one input to the 
final determination … on how to allocate resources. Type 
commanders and fleet commanders also provide their insight.” 

“This is by no means a finalized list of priorities,” he 
says, saying it would be inappropriate to discuss specific items 
identified by the OAG. 
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AIRCRAFT CARRIERS: 
26. Roosevelt Carrier Completes Fast Cruise Test 
(AVIATION WEEK 13 NOV 12) ... Michael Fabey 

The U.S. Navy took a major step toward getting one of its 
aircraft carriers back into the fleet earlier this month when the 
CVN-71 USS Theodore Roosevelt completed an overnight 
habitability fast cruise. 

The Nimitz-class carrier is now in the final stages of 
finishing its refueling complex overhaul (RCOH) at 
Huntington Ingalls Industries’ Newport News Shipbuilding 
unit, and the fast cruise is a significant step toward finishing 
the refueling, repairs and renovations. 

“It shows that we have the ability to sleep, house, berth, 
feed and accommodate the entire crew,” says Roosevelt 
Executive Officer Cmdr. Mark Colombo. “It’s an important 
indicator of where the ship is in its RCOH period. The fast 
cruise proves just that — that we can sleep the crew onboard 
safely and securely.” 

More than 2,000 Sailors went aboard Nov. 5 with 
backpacks and seabags, prepared to spend a night on the ship 
as a crew for the first time in three years. 

“The mess decks, the wardroom, the chief’s mess, that’s 
all up and running,” Colombo says. “The TV studio we used 

for captain’s call — that is part of the crew being able to 
exhibit that it can use all of the spaces that are normal, 
operational functions for an aircraft carrier at sea.” 

The Navy also conducted a general quarters (GQ) drill on 
the ship. 

“The GQ drills get Sailors in the mindset that we’re going 
to be operational very soon,” said Chief Logistics Spc. 
William Bunton, a member of the ship’s damage control 
training team. 

Sailors also took part in the “Enlisted Surface and Air 
Warfare Rodeo,” meant to streamline the warfare qualification 
process. 

Electrician’s Mate 1st Class James Thornton, a reactor 
walkthrough coordinator, says the simulation “helps put junior 
Sailors in an operational mindset, since it gives them an idea 
of what the ship will be like during combat scenarios. It also 
helps give them a better idea of how to save the ship if they 
need to.” 
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CYBER: 
27. Lockheed Says Cyber Attacks Up Sharply, Suppliers Targeted 
(REUTERS 12 NOV 12) ... Andrea Shalal-Esa 

WASHINGTON -- The Pentagon's No. 1 supplier, 
Lockheed Martin Corp, on Monday cited dramatic growth in 
the number and sophistication of international cyber attacks on 
its networks and said it was contacting suppliers to help them 
shore up their security. 

Chandra McMahon, Lockheed vice president and chief 
information security officer, said about 20 percent of the 
threats directed at Lockheed networks were considered 
"advanced persistent threats," prolonged and targeted attacks 
by a nation state or other group trying to steal data or harm 
operations. 

"The number of campaigns has increased dramatically 
over the last several years," McMahon told a news conference. 
"The pace has picked up." 

She said the tactics and techniques were becoming 
increasingly sophisticated, and attackers were clearly targeting 
Lockheed suppliers to gain access to information since the 
company had fortified its own networks. 

U.S. officials have stepped up their warnings about cyber 
attacks on U.S. banks and other institutions in recent months, 
warning that attackers are developing the ability to strike U.S. 
power grids and government systems. 

Lockheed officials declined to say if any of the attacks 
they had seen originated in Iran, which has been linked to 
recent denial-of-service attacks against U.S. financial 
institutions. 

Rohan Amin, Lockheed program director for the 
Pentagon's Cyber Crime Center (DC3), said internal analysis 
showed that the number of campaigns had clearly grown, and 
multiple campaigns were often linked. 

Lockheed recently wrested a $450 million contract to run 
the military cyber center away from long-time holder General 
Dynamics Corp. 

"Huge Problem" 
As the top information technology provider to the U.S. 

government, Lockheed has long worked to secure data on 
computer networks run by a range of civilian and military 
agencies. The company is also trying to expand sales of 
cybersecurity technology and services to commercial firms, 
including its suppliers, and foreign governments, Lockheed 
executives said. 

"Suppliers are still a huge problem," said Charlie Croom, 
Lockheed's vice president of cybersecurity solutions, noting 
the large number of companies that provide products and 
components for Lockheed, which has annual sales of just 
under $47 billion. 

Croom, the former head of the Pentagon's Defense 
Information Systems Agency, said cybersecurity was a crucial 
area for Lockheed, but said it was difficult to pinpoint exactly 
how much business it generates because network security is 
part of nearly everything the company sells and does for the 
government. 

He estimated that 5 to 8 percent of Lockheed's revenues in 
the information systems sector were related to cybersecurity. 
Lockheed generated $9.4 billion sales in that division in 2011. 

McMahon said Lockheed had seen "very successful" 
attacks against a number of the company's suppliers, and was 
focusing heavily on helping those companies improve their 
security. 

She said a well-publicized cyber attack on Lockheed's 
networks in May 2011 came after the computer systems of 
two of its suppliers -- RSA, the security division of EMC Corp 
and another unidentified company -- were compromised. 

"The adversary was able to get information from RSA and 
then they were also able to steal information from another 
supplier of ours, and they were able to put those two pieces of 
information together and launch an attack on us," McMahon 
said. 

She said Lockheed had been tracking the adversary for 
years before that attack, and was able to prevent any loss of 
data by using its in-house detection and monitoring 
capabilities. 

One of the lessons the company learned was the 
importance of sharing data with other companies in the 
defense sector, and suppliers, to avert similar attacks, 
McMahon said. 

"It's just one example of how the adversary has been very 
significant and tenacious and has really been targeting the 
defense industrial base," she said. 

Social media, websites and malware introduced by emails 
remain major areas of concern, Lockheed executives said. 
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ENERGY: 
28. U.S. Redraws World Oil Map 
Shale Boom Puts America on Track to Surpass Saudi Arabia in Production by 2020 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 13 NOV 12) ... Benoît Faucon and Keith Johnson 

A shale-oil boom will help the U.S. overtake Saudi 
Arabia as the world's largest oil producer by 2020, according 
to the International Energy Agency, a shift that could 
transform not just energy supplies but also U.S. politics and 
diplomacy. 

The Paris-based agency, which advises industrialized 
nations on their energy policies, said the global energy map "is 
being redrawn by the resurgence in oil and gas production in 
the United States." 

The assessment—a stark contrast from last year, when 
Russia and Saudi Arabia were seen vying for the top 
position—comes a week after the end of a presidential 
campaign in which energy was a prime topic, and it shows 
how different President Barack Obama's second term will be 
from his first on energy policy. 

Four years ago, the perception of energy scarcity and 
rising concern about global warming led Mr. Obama to push 
for legislation capping greenhouse-gas emissions and to pump 
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billions of federal dollars into green-energy companies. Both 
policies caused grief for the president, as the greenhouse-gas 
bill died in the Senate and Republicans attacked him over the 
bankruptcy of solar-panel maker Solyndra LLC. 

In Mr. Obama's second term, Republican control of the 
House makes any big climate-change legislation unlikely, and 
budget deficits will limit any effort to spend billions more on 
green-energy projects. 

But the surge in U.S. oil production, to a projected 11.1 
million barrels a day in 2020, has given the White House a 
chance to make peace with Republicans and energy 
executives, at least on some fronts. Like Republicans, Mr. 
Obama has said that growing energy extraction in the U.S. can 
create jobs and boost the economy. Also, the rising use of 
natural gas in place of coal to generate electricity helps reduce 
carbon-dioxide emissions without legislation. 

The IEA, an authoritative source of information on global 
oil markets, is joining other forecasters such as the 
Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries and the 
U.S. Energy Information Administration in predicting the 
sharp rise in U.S. oil production in the coming years. 

The IEA also said natural gas will displace oil as the 
largest single fuel in the U.S. energy mix by 2030. U.S. 
carbon-dioxide emissions from energy consumption were 
down 5.3% in the first seven months of 2012, compared to the 
same period a year earlier, according to U.S. government 
figures. That came as natural gas accounted for 31% of U.S. 
electricity generation in the first eight months of this year, up 
from 24% a year earlier. 

"The entire energy policy of the U.S. has been about 
scarcity, derived from the 1970s supply shocks," said Kevin 
Book, managing director at Clearview Energy Partners LLC. 
"Now, we have a different reality—the age of energy 
adequacy." 

Higher U.S. oil production doesn't necessarily mean lower 
prices at the gasoline pump, because oil prices are set on the 
global market, and U.S. oil is expensive to extract. Next-
month oil futures traded around $85.62 a barrel late Monday, 
down from nearly $100 a barrel in September. U.S. and Iraqi 
production have helped keep a lid on prices, but a bigger 
factor may be Europe's economic woes and weaker global 
demand. 

U.S. oil consumption last year also dropped to 18.9 
million barrels a day, down 8.4% from 2006, and the IEA 
projected continued declines in coming decades. 

For U.S. businesses, the energy shifts bring opportunities. 
The glut of inexpensive natural gas from widespread use of 
hydraulic fracturing, or fracking, has driven down energy 
costs for industrial consumers, helping large manufacturers, as 
well as the fertilizer and chemical firms. 

But the changes can take industry players off guard. Some 
U.S. refiners spent billions upgrading their refineries to 
process heavier crude oil found outside the U.S. in places such 
as Venezuela's Orinoco belt or in Canada's tar sands. If the 
IEA's predictions come true, the U.S. could soon be awash in 
easier-to-process domestic crude oil—with no way to get rid 
of the excess supply, because U.S. law generally bans crude-
oil exports. That would force new investment in refining 
capacity for lighter, sweeter grades of oil. 

The made-in-USA oil is already displacing imports of 
similar crude from West Africa, and the market for it could be 

saturated as early as 2013, said analysts with Raymond James. 
"The question is: will federal regulators allow these exports to 
materialize?" the analysts asked in a research note, adding that 
allowing exports could be politically tricky. The crude export 
ban was designed to ensure U.S. energy security following the 
Arab oil embargo in 1973. 

Within a decade, the IEA forecasts U.S. oil imports will 
fall by more than half, to just four million barrels a day from 
10 million barrels a day currently. It credited tougher gas-
mileage standards for cars, mandated in Mr. Obama's first 
term, in addition to the higher domestic oil output. 

The IEA suggested that newly found U.S. energy 
independence could redefine military commitments. OPEC 
will continue to be the powerhouse of global production, the 
agency said, but a growing portion of its output will go to 
nations like China and India instead of North America. 

"It accelerates the switch in direction of international oil 
trade toward Asia, putting a focus on the security of the 
strategic routes that bring Middle East oil to Asian markets," it 
said. 

China already receives half of its oil imports from the 
Persian Gulf, while the U.S. receives less than 20% of its 
imports from the region. U.S. military protection of Middle 
East sea lanes has for decades been a core mission of the 
Navy's Fifth Fleet, at an estimated cost of between $60 billion 
and $80 billion a year. Given the high U.S. budget deficit, 
looming defense cuts and what many perceive as an 
overstretched Navy, that mission could come into question. 

However, no other navy could ensure global freedom of 
navigation on the high seas, a task the British Navy carried out 
during the 19th and early 20th century and which the U.S. 
Navy has handled since World War II. 

The recent increase in U.S. oil and gas drilling has led to a 
backlash that is particularly strong among people who 
supported Mr. Obama. Environmental groups have expressed 
concern about the risk to groundwater from fracking, a 
technology that uses pressurized water and chemicals to break 
open rocks to access more oil and natural gas. 

The intensive use of water "will increasingly impose 
additional costs" and could "threaten the viability of projects" 
for shale oil and gas, the IEA said. 

Delighting environmental activists, Mr. Obama blocked 
the Keystone XL pipeline from Canada through the central 
U.S., expressing concern about risks to an important aquifer in 
Nebraska along the pipeline's route. Republicans and the 
energy industry claimed the decision was evidence the 
administration was hostile to traditional energy sources. 

Mr. Obama must also decide how quickly he wants to 
push the transition to natural gas from coal for generating 
electricity. Following a 2007 Supreme Court ruling, the 
Environmental Protection Agency is soon set to complete 
emissions rules for new power plants, which could be so strict 
as to make new coal-fired plants prohibitively expensive. 

Mr. Obama backed an "all of the above" energy policy in 
the campaign, saying he supports oil, gas and clean coal, as 
well as renewable sources. 

Meanwhile, after Hurricane Sandy and other weather 
events revived fears about global warming, the administration 
is hearing new calls for a carbon tax, designed to stimulate 
alternative energy by making oil, gas and coal more 
expensive. The idea has gained traction even among 
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Republican economists, and a leading conservative think tank, 
the American Enterprise Institute, is debating the issue 

Tuesday. But House Republicans are loath to raise taxes. 
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CONGRESS / BUDGET: 
29. Deficit Cutters Look To Pentagon Budget 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 12 NOV 12) ... Donna Cassata 

WASHINGTON--One war is done, another is winding 
down and the calls to cut the deficit are deafening. The 
military, a beneficiary of robust budgets for more than a 
decade, is coming to grips with a new reality — fewer dollars. 

The election accelerated an already shifting political 
dynamic that next year will pair a second-term Democratic 
president searching for spending cuts with tea partyers and 
conservatives intent on preserving lower tax rates above all 
else, even if it means once unheard of reductions in defense. 

President Barack Obama and Congress have just a few 
weeks to figure out how to avert the automatic cuts to defense 
and domestic programs totaling $110 billion next year. Those 
reductions are part of the so-called fiscal cliff of expiring 
Bush-era tax cuts and the across-the-board cuts that Defense 
Secretary Leon Panetta has warned would be devastating to 
the military. 

All sides are trying to come up with a deficit-cutting plan 
of $1.2 trillion over 10 years. Any solution that might emerge 
from the high-stakes negotiations before the Jan. 2 deadline 
likely would include some reductions in the military budget, 
which has nearly doubled in the last decade to half a trillion 
dollars. That amount doesn't include the hundreds of billions 
of dollars spent on the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan. 

Projected defense spending over the next 10 years was 
expected to grow to $640 billion. 

In the parlance of Willie Sutton, who supposedly said he 
robbed banks because that's where the money was, the military 
budget is where the dollars are for Washington negotiators. 

"It is a big piggybank," said former Wyoming Sen. Alan 
Simpson, a Republican who along with Democrat Erskine 
Bowles had recommended $4 trillion in budget cuts over a 
decade, including deep reductions in defense, as part of a 
special presidential commission in December 2010. 

"If you can't get in there and start getting stuff out of there 
when you have a defense budget of $740 billion bucks — and 
the defense budget of every major country on earth, 17 of 
them, including Russia and China, is $540 billion combined. 
Who is joshing who," said Simpson. "That's madness, 
madness." 

One possible starting point is the recommendation of 
Senate Armed Services Committee Chairman Carl Levin, D-
Mich., who indicated earlier this year that he would be willing 
to accept additional defense cuts of $10 billion a year as part 
of any solution to avoid the across-the-board cuts. 

"I think it's got to be all one package, and defense has to 
participate. Everything has to be on the table," said former 
Sen. Sam Nunn, D-Ga., a predecessor of Levin at the helm of 
Armed Services who also insisted that the rising cost of Social 
Security and Medicare needs to be addressed. 

Nunn pointed out that former Defense Secretary Bob 
Gates and retired Adm. Mike Mullen, who was chairman of 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff, have said the greatest threat to 
national security is the nation's fiscal crisis. 

In past negotiations, Congress and the White House had 
considered changes in the military's TRICARE health 
program, which costs more than $50 billion and has exploded 
into the biggest entitlement program for the Pentagon. 
Working-age military retirees have only seen small increases 
in their premium costs as their friends in Congress have fought 
any changes. 

The Pentagon budget already is facing a 10-year reduction 
of $487 billion in projected spending, the result of the budget 
agreement reached by Obama and Congress in August 2011. 

The days of staunch defense hawks in Congress easily 
turning back efforts to cut military spending are gone as war 
fatigue even has reached the fiercest guardians of military 
spending. 

In September, Rep. C.W. Bill Young, R-Fla., chairman of 
the House Appropriations subcommittee that oversees defense 
spending, said the United States should withdraw its forces 
from Afghanistan. The current timetable calls for U.S. combat 
troops to be out by the end of 2014. 

"We're killing kids who don't need to die," Young said in 
an interview with the editorial board of the Tampa Bay Times. 

One of the most telling but little-noticed votes this past 
year came in the House, where a coalition of Democrats led by 
liberal Rep. Barney Frank, D-Mass., and Republican Rep. 
Mick Mulvaney, R-S.C., combined forces to persuade 
lawmakers to freeze defense spending at the current level, 
cutting $1.1 billion from the $608 billion bill. 

The vote was 247-167, with 89 Republicans joining 158 
Democrats. It was the clearest signal yet that defense dollars 
were no longer spared from budget cuts in a time of 
astronomical deficits. 

"Austerity to me means spending less," Mulvaney said at 
the time. "Total government spending will be up this year. 
We're still facing a $1 trillion deficit. We need to do better to 
get our spending under control." 

Conservatives from anti-tax leader Grover Norquist to 
Rep. Jim Jordan, R-Ohio, chairman of the Republican Study 
Committee, have spoken openly about defense cuts. Norquist, 
president of Americans for Tax Reform, has rejected the oft-
repeated Republican contention that defense spending means 
jobs. 

In an interview with the Cato Institute several months 
ago, he talked of combating "the idea that the Defense 
Department is a jobs program." 

John Isaacs, executive director of Council for a Livable 
World and Center for Arms Control and Non-Proliferation, 
said Republicans are split on defense spending and Norquist 
speaks for many of Congress' tea partyers. 

"I think the tide has kind of turned in some ways against 
defense thanks to the tea party. They're so much against any 
kind of spending that they don't exclude defense from that," 
Isaacs said. 
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Absent from the next Congress will be many of the 
protectors of the Pentagon — 18-term Rep. Norm Dicks, D-

Wash., Sen. Jim Webb, D-Va., and Sen. Joe Lieberman, I-
Conn. 
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30. Hopes Rise In U.S. For Sequestration Deal 
Obama win sparks new tone, outlook on DOD budget 
(DEFENSE NEWS 12 NOV 12) ... John T. Bennett and Zachary Fryer-Biggs 

The adage that elections have consequences is playing out 
in Washington. Senior Republicans suddenly are in a deal-
making mood and a newly re-elected president is reaching out 
to a legislative branch with which he has repeatedly clashed. 

Though it might prove temporary, the mood in the 
nation's capital was noticeably different just hours after 
President Barack Obama won by a larger-than-anticipated 
electoral margin and Democrats shocked the pundits by 
gaining seats in the House and Senate. 

Gone was Obama's often tough talk about congressional 
Republicans, who vigorously fought his every first-term 
initiative. Gone, too, for a few days at least, were chesty 
proclamations by senior Republicans about ensuring Obama's 
failure. And Washington insiders shed talk of Obama's lack of 
political capital, replacing it with a declaration that his triple 
digit Electoral College win earned him a mandate. 

All of the above from lawmakers, pundits and analysts 
injected a new ingredient into the prospects of Congress and 
the White House agreeing to a massive deficit-reduction 
package that would avoid $500 billion in Pentagon cuts: Hope. 

"In the coming weeks and months, I am looking forward 
to reaching out and working with leaders of both parties to 
meet the challenges we can only solve together," Obama said 
early Nov. 8 in his victory speech. "Reducing our deficit. 
Reforming our tax code.. We've got more work to do." The 
following day, House Speaker John Boehner, R-Ohio, shed his 
typically tough talk, striking a tone so conciliatory it shook 
official Washington. 

"Mr. President, this is your moment," Boehner said. "We 
are ready to be led." Boehner said he hopes Obama succeeds, 
a departure from the GOP line four years ago in which many 
said their No.1 priority was to deny Obama a second term. 
Boehner also for the first time opened the door to House 
Republicans accepting some new federal revenues to pay 
down some debt, which Democrats say is needed to avoid the 
full $500 billion in pending defense cuts. The new tone and 
outlook were evident as former lawmakers and longtime 
analysts spoke about what the election's surprising results 
meant. 

"I think this president can get a big [debt] deal," said 
former GOP Rep. Vin Weber of Minnesota. "But he has to act 
quickly ... I think [Obama] can claim a mandate." 

Obama's big win is backed by Democrats' gains on 
Capitol Hill. Few experts had that party gaining seats in both 
chambers, even though Democrats remain the minority party 
in the House. Those two factors mean Democrats will have a 
short window in which to push through a big debt deal in the 
first six months of 2013, lawmakers and experts say. 

Thomas Mann of the Brookings Institution said Obama 
and Senate Democratic leaders must find "10 or 12 
Republicans" in the upper chamber who will vote for a 
Democratic-crafted debt deal. 

"Then the president has a good chance to put some 
pressure on," Mann said, adding that "he will have much of 
the business community with hint." 

Senate Budget Committee member Mark Warner, D-Va, 
said legislation that would pare the federal debt and stave off 
massive defense cuts would get 70 votes in the Senate. 

Warner told a forum in Washington on Nov. 8 that a 
massive deal with spending cuts, new revenues and 
entitlement-program reforms could gamer ample votes from 
both political parties to pass the Senate. 

But the former Virginia governor — and potential 2016 
presidential candidate, some say — warned against Senate 
Democratic leaders pushing through legislation that would 
pass with "56 Democrats and six Republicans." 

What's preferable to Warner and members of both parties 
who have been working in near-secret to begin building a 
comprehensive debt deal is a bill that passes with a nearly 
equal number of Republicans and Democrats, he said. 

"This will have to be something where people on both 
sides are mad about it," he said. 

Former House Majority Leader Dick Gephardt, D-Mo., 
agreed, saying last week "If you're going to get a big deal, 
everyone has to be completely angry and hate the deal but you 
can get the votes." 

But all of that almost surely will take place in the early 
months of next year, when the new Congress takes office. 

In the meantime, there is ample consensus among senior 
lawmakers that, for both to avoid the ire of voters and Wall 
Street, they must pass something during the coming six-week 
lame duck session that delays the twin $500 billion defense 
and domestic cuts. 

Senior congressional Democrats and Republicans are 
talking openly about postponing the date that would trigger 
those cuts to planned spending. 

Warner said lawmakers hope to "make a down payment" 
during a coming session-ending lame duck period "to avoid 
sequestration." And Boehner last week said a delay in the 
form of a legislative "bridge" is needed because a 
comprehensive deal with spending cuts, entitlement reforms 
and tax code changes "will take some time." 

Market Correction 
In the immediate wake of the election, defense stocks 

were hit especially hard. 
The SPADE Defense Index saw a drop of 2.9 percent, 

while the S&P 500 was off 2.4 percent on Nov. 7. Although 
midsize defense contractors followed the general trends of the 
broader market, top defense companies were especially hard 
hit Lockheed Martin's stock fell 4 percent in the single day of 
trading, L-3 Communications stock declined by the same 
percentage and Northrop Grumman's stock dropped 4.6 
percent 

They remained relatively flat for the remainder of last 
week. 
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News reports largely blamed market woes on the pending 
automatic DoD budget cuts and the scheduled expiration of 
several tax breaks, but the defense market was especially hard 
hit as a result of increased optimism surrounding the Romney 
campaign in the month before the election, said Byron Callan, 
a defense market analyst with Capital Alpha Partners. 

"Defense stocks really started to outperform right from 
Oct 3, which was the first debate," Callan said. "I can 
understand people taking the position that just in case Romney 
does win, this would be a good position to be in after the 
election." 

Romney made a series of policy promises suggesting 
significant increases in defense spending, such as increasing 
the number of U.S. Navy ships and Air Force jets. 

Stocks had climbed significantly since Oct 3, with the 
SPADE index up 3.6 percent before Nov. 7. Because of the 
increases in the month leading up to the election, analysts said 
the single-day drop on Nov. 7 could be viewed as more of a 
market correction than significant shift. 

Now that the election has passed, analysts said the market 
likely will be unstable, with sharp rises and falls following 
perceptions about a congressional deal. 

"We're definitely settling into a fog bank here, and it's not 
remotely certain that the stocks can avoid some more 
turbulence," Callan said. "It's not if sequestration hits or not, 
it's whether or not the market thinks that there's a high enough 
risk that sequestration hits." 
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COMMENTARY: 
31. The Price Of Security 
(WASHINGTON POST 13 NOV 12) ... Robert Kagan 

In the interest of national security, and the preservation of 
the world order the United States has upheld and benefited 
from since World War II, Republicans and Democrats must 
make the necessary compromises and agree on a deal to 
address the nation’s fiscal crisis in both the near and the long 
term. 

I am not an economist or a budget analyst, so I don’t 
presume to know exactly what a “grand bargain” should look 
like. It seems pretty obvious that a compromise will require 
both tax reform, including if necessary some tax increases, and 
entitlement reform, since those programs are the biggest driver 
of the fiscal crisis. What I do know, as a national security 
analyst, is that our continuing failure to address the crisis in a 
way that makes possible a return to stable economic growth 
has become a serious foreign policy problem. 

In a world that still looks to U.S. leadership on many 
issues, despite what some say, our utter dysfunction on matters 
involving the basic health of our economy does not inspire 
confidence. Nor will the United States act with confidence 
abroad while we are unable to address our problems at home. 
It is no accident that all the misguided talk of a “post-
American world” came after the financial crisis exploded. 

A principal victim in the absence of a deal to address the 
fiscal crisis has been and will continue to be the national 
security budget. Republicans and Democrats alike have been 
prepared to see hundreds of billions of dollars cut from the 
defense budget, with even more cuts coming if Congress fails 
to avoid the automatic “sequestration.” The already shrunken 
foreign-aid budget is also being cut at a time when, in the 
Middle East, for instance, we need to be spending more, not 
less, to support stable economies as the basis for democratic 
reform. 

It would be one thing if the world were kindly affording 
us a timeout, a nice period of placidity in international affairs, 
while we get our house in order. But the world is not 
cooperating. The international environment is becoming more, 
not less, challenging. Iran continues to move closer to 
obtaining a nuclear weapon, and the prospect of a conflict 
cannot be dismissed. The outcome of the Arab revolutions 
remains uncertain. The tumult in Syria threatens to embroil the 
entire region. The future of Afghanistan and nuclear-armed 

Pakistan remains worrying. Terrorists continue to expand their 
efforts in the Middle East and Africa. China’s military is 
growing, and at a time of changing leadership some forces in 
the Chinese system are pushing for greater assertiveness in the 
South China Sea and elsewhere. Even absent some new crisis, 
both Leon Panetta and Bob Gates have warned of the 
catastrophic consequences of deeper defense cuts to the 
nation’s security. 

We need to dispel the illusion that cuts to the national 
security budget really save us money. Some Republicans who 
oppose compromising on taxes make the same miscalculation 
as Democrats who favor deeper defense cuts. They think that 
if the United States would simply scale back its role in the 
world, it could save money and make raising further revenue 
unnecessary. This is a faulty assumption. The present global 
economic and political order, which has provided the 
environment in which the United States has grown and 
prospered for decades, is built on and around American power 
and influence. Were the United States to cease playing its role 
in upholding this order, were we to retreat from East Asia or to 
back away from the challenge posed by a nuclear Iran, the 
result could only be global instability. From a purely 
economic perspective, it would be far more costly to restore 
order and stability — both essential to a prosperous global 
economy — than it would be to sustain it. Indeed, if there is 
no deal on the fiscal cliff and the long-term fiscal crisis 
because Republicans and Democrats won’t make a sensible 
compromise on raising revenue and reforming entitlements, 
and the result is further cuts in the defense and foreign affairs 
budgets, then the cost — including the dollar cost — could 
make the present budget arguments look absurdly petty. 

The point is, none of the elements of a deal to address the 
fiscal crisis — not taxes or entitlements or anything else — 
can be considered in isolation. We should have learned the 
lesson of the 1920s and 1930s, another period when a global 
economic crisis was inconveniently accompanied by an 
unsettled and dangerous geopolitical situation. Then, 
American leaders concentrated on trying to address their 
domestic economic problems, somehow imagining these could 
be separated from the broader international economic and 
political environment. The United States actively retreated 
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from global involvement to focus on what these days we 
would call “nation-building at home.” The result was 
disastrous both at home and abroad. 

The United States is far more deeply integrated in the 
global economy than it was 80 years ago, and the well-being 
of the global economy is far more dependent on the security 
and stability that U.S. power and influence provide. The world 

won’t stand still while Americans fight these political battles. 
And it won’t be forgiving of decisions that weaken our ability 
to defend the international order in which Americans have for 
so long prospered. 

Robert Kagan is a senior fellow at the Brookings 
Institution. 
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32. To Cut The Deficit, Cut The Nuclear Arsenal 
(WASHINGTON POST 13 NOV 12) ... Walter Pincus 

One way President Obama could help reduce the deficit is 
to trim funds planned for the next 10 years for building, 
maintaining and operating the U.S. nuclear weapons program. 

That could save up to $100 billion over that period. 
Would it solve our deficit problem? No, but it would help. 
Such savings add up. 

More than three years ago in Prague, Obama said that he 
wanted “to put an end to Cold War thinking ... [and] reduce 
the role of nuclear weapons in our national security strategy.” 
He and Russian President Vladimir Putin took a first step 
when they signed the New Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty 
on April 8, 2010, in Prague. The Senate approved it that 
December. 

It called for reducing, by 2018, the number of deployed 
strategic nuclear warheads to 1,550, and the number of 
deployed and non-deployed intercontinental ballistic missiles 
(ICBMs) and bombers to 800. It did not limit the number of 
non-deployed nuclear warheads or bombs; the United States 
has more than 2,500. Nor did it deal with shorter-range tactical 
nuclear weapons or cruise missiles. 

One of the ironies in Obama’s negotiations with 
Republicans to get support for the treaty was his agreement to 
spend up to $200 billion to modernize the nuclear weapons 
manufacturing complex and build a new generation of 
strategic submarines, bombers and ICBMs that would last at 
least another 30 years. To cut nuclear weapons in the short 
run, he had to promise to be able to build more in the future. 
That also requires spending more than $150 billion over 10 
years to operate and maintain them. 

While Republicans have criticized Obama’s declaration in 
Prague that the United States seeks “a world without nuclear 
weapons,” they have left out what he added after the applause 
died. “I’m not naive,” he said. “This goal will not be reached 
quickly — perhaps not in my lifetime.” 

The U.S. nuclear program bears that out. 
As of Sept. 1, according to the State Department, the 

United States had 1,722 deployed warheads, 806 deployed 
ground and sub-launched ICBMs and strategic bombers, and 
228 nondeployed delivery systems. The Russians had far 
fewer: 1,499 deployed warheads, 491 deployed delivery 
systems and 393 non-deployed delivery systems. 

The Cold War contest over who was stronger, based on 
strategic nuclear warheads, is over. As a new Rand Corp. 
report says, it is time “to rethink U.S. defense strategic 
direction.” While most of this thought provoking study 
discusses defense reductions relative to ground, naval and air 
forces, it points out that “Russia is less and less a factor in the 
choice and pursuit of U.S. defense strategy or in U.S. defense 
spending.” 

It also describes Russia’s nuclear forces as in “decline ... 
which it is trying to arrest.” 

China, the report says, is different. “Its goals, strategy, 
and conduct will increasingly constrain U.S. choices and 
shape U.S. defense requirements,” Rand notes. 

But China has only 50 ICBMs that can reach the United 
States; most of its 250 or so nuclear armed missiles are shorter 
range, with many aimed at Taiwan. Its handful of submarines 
capable of launching missiles are also short-range, though 
ones that could hit the United States are expected within two 
years. 

Apart from China and Russia, according to the nonprofit 
Arms Control Association, “no other nuclear-armed country 
has the ability to deliver nuclear weapons on ballistic missiles 
that can reach the United States. North Korea’s arsenal is 
limited in size (it has enough fissile material for about 10 
bombs) and range.” 

The cold fact is that during the 1962 Cuban missile crisis, 
both U.S. and Soviet leaders feared the use of a single nuclear 
weapon. Robert McNamara, defense secretary at the time, told 
me later that he always thought 500 nuclear weapons was 
enough, even when Moscow had thousands. 

So why do we need 1,000 or more warheads? Why have 
three types of delivery systems — the triad of subs, bombers 
and land based missiles — that all need to be modernized? 
Originally, the triad was meant to deter a first strike by the 
Soviets — an attack that we now know they never 
contemplated and never could have executed. 

Cold War thinking is the only justification for the United 
States having more than McNamara’s preferred 500 weapons. 
They are terror weapons, used more for political and 
diplomatic prestige than for war. 

If we cut the numbers of nukes, we could reduce the triad 
to a duo — bombers and sub launched delivery systems — 
and eliminate land-based ICBMs. 

Twenty-one years ago, President George H.W. Bush 
unilaterally announced the elimination of thousands of land-
based tactical nuclear weapons stationed in Europe and an end 
to the deployment of tactical nuclear weapons on surface 
ships, attack submarines and land-based naval aircraft. 
Billions had been spent over the years on such weapons, but 
there were never real plans for how to use them. Most have 
since been dismantled, and the United States is no weaker. 

Obama has a chance to do a reduction, too — not to zero, 
or even close. But he could take a major step to 500. 

The purpose of U.S. nuclear forces is “to deter nuclear 
attacks not only on our own country but also on our forces 
overseas, as well as on our friends and allies,” according to 
President Jimmy Carter’s declassified July 25, 1980, 



 35

presidential directive on “Nuclear Weapons Employment 
Policy.” 

The U.S. stockpile does not deter terrorists, nor Iran in its 
quest for a weapon. Obama is free to drop the requirements for 

nuclear targeting, and he should. The United States needs only 
numbers that maintain nuclear deterrence. 

His presidential guidance is due shortly. This year, it not 
only could deter nuclear war, it could help keep us from going 
over the fiscal cliff. 
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33. A Challenge For Female Marines 
The grueling Infantry Officer Course was too much for the women who volunteered. 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 13 NOV 12) ... Michael O'Hanlon 

In recent years they have flown military transport planes 
from continent to continent, launched and landed combat jets 
on aircraft carriers, steered helicopters through the mountain 
passes of the Hindu Kush, shepherded supply trucks up and 
down the highways of Iraq and Afghanistan, and connected 
with Afghans and Iraqis in ways that male GIs never could. 
America's women warriors are an extraordinary lot. 

Women make up about 15% of the U.S. military and have 
suffered more than 100 combat fatalities over the past decade. 
Yet many military positions are still not open to them—from 
special-forces commandos to front-line Army and Marine 
Corps infantry, to Navy billets on certain ships where berthing 
members of both sexes is logistically challenging. While 99% 
of active-duty Air Force positions and 88% of Navy billets 
aren't restricted according to gender, the share is closer to 67% 
in the Army and Marine Corps. 

Do the remaining restrictions result from sound judgment, 
an anachronistic form of chivalry, or closed-minded 
machismo? Top military officers are right now trying to 
answer that question—and perhaps no one has a greater 
challenge than Gen. James Amos, commandant of the Marine 
Corps. 

Because of the Marines' infantry focus ("every Marine a 
rifleman," the adage goes), and perhaps their culture also, 
women make up less than 7% of the Corps. They aren't 
allowed into most military occupational specialties that could 
bring them into close contact with the enemy. 

To inform his judgment, Gen. Amos this year initiated a 
trial, inviting women to participate in the Marines' fabled 
Infantry Officer Course—the intense crucible in which, for 35 
years, the Marine Corps has prepared its future infantry 
platoon leaders for the most personal and old-fashioned kind 
of combat still conducted by the American armed forces. 

At Gen. Amos's invitation, I have observed a number of 
Infantry Officer Course training activities at the Marine Corps 
base in Quantico, Va., over the past six months—first when 
men alone were in the course, and then when two women 
joined 107 men in the latest class, starting in September. 
(They were the only two who volunteered.) 

The course is physically and mentally intense. This isn't 
the place where future Marine leaders learn of the 
accomplishments of past military greats or the ins and outs of 
Afghan culture. It is where, at 2 a.m., after marching all 
evening through a drenching downpour with 100 pounds of 
gear on their backs and no foreknowledge of when the 
exercise will end, Marines might stage a mock ambush of an 
enemy, or figure out how to evacuate a wounded comrade, or 
navigate through deep woods after their GPS devices are 
switched off by instructors. 

The goal, says Maj. Scott Cuomo, the course director: 
"Figure out how to win," whatever the mission. Future platoon 

leaders might not need to be the strongest or fastest among all 
their fellow Marines. But they arguably do need to be the 
toughest, and they need to be able to earn the utmost respect of 
those who will soon serve under them in times of extreme 
duress. 

Gen. Amos's goal is to have several dozen women sign up 
for the course, which is offered four times a year, so that the 
trial results will be statistically reliable. But by last report no 
women were yet enrolled for the next course, which begins in 
January. Part of the challenge is that, since this is a test 
program, a woman who passes still wouldn't be able to 
become an infantry officer, at least not anytime soon. The low 
enrollment means that the Marine Corps may have to evaluate 
its trial program based on a smaller-than-preferable sample 
size. 

As for the two women who started in September, one 
passed the initial "combat endurance test" and the other failed 
(as did 26 of the 107 male recruits). The test is akin to an 
Ironman competition combined with examinations of core 
infantry fighting skills. 

The woman who failed was (and remains) a remarkable 
Marine officer. She was extremely fit and had no trouble with 
the endurance aspects of the test. Her poise under stress and 
uncertainty was also impressive. But her upper-body strength 
wasn't adequate for the several parts of the test requiring 
intensive use of the arms, back and shoulders. 

The other woman in the course failed out two weeks later, 
in her case due to injury. She did a great deal to show that, in 
principle at least, some women can handle this challenge. But 
in the end her body couldn't withstand the strains, at least this 
time. 

Some might challenge the irreducible strength standards 
demanded of Marine Corps infantry officers. But being able to 
lift oneself—while wearing body armor and carrying a pack—
up and over walls is essential in modern combat. So is being 
able to move a wounded fellow Marine across a field to safety, 
or to haul part of a dismantled mortar to an ambush site. 

We would put Marines in danger and risk mission failure 
by lowering such requirements. Moreover, no female Marine 
officer would be able to command the respect of the enlisted 
Marines in her platoon without holding her own physically. 
She wouldn't have to be the strongest among them, but a 
certain minimum level of strength is an essential prerequisite. 

Where does this leave us? If only a few women want to 
serve as Marine infantry officers or prove that they can, it may 
not make sense to restructure core elements of the combat 
force to place women in positions of infantry command. The 
stakes are too high to take this matter lightly or to pretend it is 
a simple matter of civil rights akin to earlier debates over 
integrating blacks and gays into the nation's armed forces. 
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I am inclined to think that women with the skills and 
desire for intense ground combat should, at least initially, be 
steered toward other parts of the military (certain 
responsibilities within the special forces, for example) where 
they can contribute in important ways even in small numbers. 
But this judgment is provisional. We need to see if other 

women volunteer for training and see how they do. There is no 
need to rush, or to let politics drive the decision-making. The 
stakes are too high for that. 

Mr. O'Hanlon is director of research and a senior fellow 
at the Brookings Institution. 
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34. Root Out Bad Behavior 
(NAVY TIMES 19 NOV 12) ... Editorial 

Sex assault reports by Sailors hit 496 in fiscal 2012, a 
disturbing statistic. That and the shocking recent alleged rape 
by two Sailors of a Japanese woman in Okinawa prompted top 
brass to issue a message urging all Navy leaders, from senior 
enlisted on up, to reinforce Navy values and root out potential 
problems before they develop. 

Adms. Cecil Haney and Willliam Gortney, commanders 
of Pacific Fleet and Fleet Forces Command, respectively, 
noted in their Nov. 3 message that alcohol was a factor in 
more than half the cases. 

Two days later, Master Chief Petty Officer of the Navy 
(AW/NAC) Mike Stevens issued a similar message, calling on 
chiefs throughout the fleet to do a better job of keeping Sailors 
in line. 

The same week these leadership messages were issued, 
four top officers of the frigate Vandegrift were relieved of 
duty after allegations of drunk and disorderly conduct while 
on liberty in Vladivostok, Russia. 

The commanding officer was specifically cited for 
“displaying poor leadership and failure to ensure the conduct 
of his wardroom officers.” 

The MCPON noted that the Navy’s persistent problems of 
alcohol and drug abuse, sex assault and domestic violence are 
all symptoms of a “larger disease … often the fundamental 
breakdown or conspicuous absence of good order and 
discipline.” 

The admirals and the MCPON are correct in demanding 
deck plate leadership take ownership of teaching and then 
enforcing good order and discipline. 

That has to start with a coordinated effort to end an 
entrenched Sailor subculture of heavy alcohol consumption on 
liberty, a practice romanticized in seafaring lore but which in 
reality is only destructive and tragic. 

This will take more than messaging — it has to be a 
comprehensive, long-term campaign that redefines what 
liberty is all about, rewards responsible behavior and makes 
clear that those who abuse alcohol or others will not be 
allowed the honor of serving in the U.S. Navy. 
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35. From War To Work 
(GOVERNMENT EXECUTIVE 12 NOV 12) ... John Grady 

On Veteran’s Day, Americans should pause not only to 
remember the sacrifices of those who served in the armed 
forces years ago, but also to reflect on the men and women 
who deployed to Afghanistan and Iraq. The stereotypes about 
these veterans that have emerged are as limiting as those that 
surrounded my generation of veterans in the Vietnam era. 

“Although there are some members coming back with 
[post-traumatic stress disorder], they are not the majority,” 
Holly Petraeus, assistant director for Servicemember Affairs 
for the Consumer Financial Protection Bureau said at a recent 
panel discussion in Washington. Petraeus, who also is the wife 
of retired general and former CIA director David Petraeus, 
warned that stigmatizing service members and veterans 
complicates their attempts to find employment as they re-enter 
civilian life. 

In the late 1960s and ’70s, perceptions of drug addiction 
and psychological problems complicated civilian life for 
Vietnam veterans -- many of whom were draftees. Project 
100,000, a 1960s Defense Department initiative, lowered 
recruiting standards to fill the military ranks and, ironically, to 
fight the war on poverty. Many of those recruits left the 
military with less-than-honorable discharges. Employers paid 
close attention to military records because the draft took in 
huge swaths of the male population between 18 and 25 years 
old. I was fortunate to have an honorable discharge as well as 
a master’s degree, and was able to move swiftly into a job that 
I loved. 

Now about 1 percent of the population serves in the 
armed forces -- all volunteers. The paramount challenges for 
today’s veterans are landing meaningful jobs and climbing out 
of crushing debt. About 80 percent of these volunteers serve 
only one tour in the armed forces and quickly find themselves 
thrust back into civilian life without retirement benefits, jobs 
or work experience. 

Holly Petraeus said many financial problems plague those 
in uniform and those who have left military service. She cited 
student loan debts, predatory practices of for-profit schools, 
payday loans with high interest rates and underwater home 
mortgages compounded by moves to new duty stations. 

Petraeus noted federal efforts to provide mortgage relief 
and expose predatory practices, but the most pressing issue for 
this generation of veterans, especially those younger than 25, 
is jobs. October’s jobless report showed the unemployment 
rate for Afghanistan and Iraq vets rose to 10 percent compared 
with 9.7 percent in September. That translates to 290,000 
young men and women looking for work. 

Corporations and institutions that are trying to cut through 
the employment thicket should be applauded. General Electric, 
Home Depot and their partners in the Get Skills to Work 
program come to mind, as does Syracuse University’s 
pioneering Institute for Veterans and Military Families. 

The U.S. Chamber of Commerce leads the way in trying 
to place veterans in good jobs. A variety of factors affect the 
employment rate of young veterans, according to Kevin 
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Schmiegel, a retired Marine Corps officer and executive 
director of the chamber’s Hiring Our Heroes program. The 
unemployment rate for vets younger than 25 discharged in 
2011 was 29.1 percent. Many of them have never been in the 
full-time job market, some might be taking time off before 
seriously looking for work and others might be waiting for 
school to begin. 

The chamber’s goal this year is to host 400 job fairs in 
partnership with private and public sector organizations that 
will lead to the hiring of 500,000 veterans and their spouses by 
the end of 2014. 

“Many of our members said they wanted to hire 
veterans,” Schmiegel says, but didn’t know how to go about it. 
“We had to step up,” he adds. Of 300 job fairs held so far, 
10,000 veterans and spouses have been hired. The chamber 
tracks employment related to the fairs for up to a year because 
the hiring process can be slow at places like the federal 
government. 

Zeroing in on younger job seekers, upcoming fairs will 
offer transition workshops to help them develop “90-second 
elevator speeches” to sell themselves to prospective 
employers, take advantage of social media and use the 
chamber’s Fast Track program to find out what kind of jobs 
are available and where. “I really do believe Fast Track is a 
game-changer” in moving veterans into satisfying careers, 
Schmiegel says. 

The Defense and Veterans Affairs departments, along 
with the Labor Department and the Small Business 
Administration, are rethinking transition assistance for 
veterans of all ages. Defense rolled out a pilot called 

Transition Goals, Plan, Success, or Transition GPS, this 
summer. 

Susan Kelly, principal director of the Pentagon’s 
Transition to Veterans Program Office, says the program will 
be fully implemented by the end of 2014. Gone are the 
PowerPoint slides and mind-numbing lectures to groups of 
several hundred service members about to leave active duty. 
The key, Kelly says, is to start from the point service members 
reach their first duty station. As they track their military career 
goals at promotion points, deployment and demobilization, 
they also set and track goals for when they leave the service. 
“This is a cultural change for the military,” she says. 

For now, VA programs are off the table for immediate 
cuts, but how veterans programs at other agencies, such as 
SBA and the Education Department, will fare even if 
sequestration is avoided is an open question -- especially for 
younger veterans. 

That troubles Linda Bilmes, senior lecturer in public 
policy at Harvard University’s John F. Kennedy School of 
Government. In one of her studies, her students -- many of 
them veterans -- found that funding was “disproportionately 
going to veterans who were falling through the cracks” or to 
older veterans. 

The money and attention need to be applied to this 
generation of vets first to get them on their feet financially, 
educationally and occupationally. That was done successfully 
after World War II but not so well after Korea, Vietnam and 
Desert Shield/Desert Storm. The payoff for the country then 
was enormous. It can be again. 

John Grady is retired director of communications for the 
Association of the United States Army. 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. From Alarm To Relief In Washington 
Egypt leader’s power play meets with cautious optimism 
(WASHINGTON POST 14 AUG 12) ... Karen DeYoung 

The Obama administration’s first reaction to Sunday’s news that Egypt’s military chiefs had been forced from office was deep 
alarm. The surprise announcement from Cairo seemed to signal that Washington’s worst fears about the direction of the Egyptian 
revolution were coming true. 

 
2. Nearly Seven Decades Later, Northeast Asia Still Haunted By War 
(REUTERS 14 AUG 12) ... Linda Sieg 

TOKYO--Bitter memories and current rivalries are straining Japan's ties with China and South Korea nearly seven decades after 
Tokyo's defeat in World War Two, raising the risk of ruptures as all three nations head for leadership changes. 

 
3. Navy Reserve’s 1st Female Commander Takes Charge 
(WASHINGTON TIMES 13 AUG 12) ... Kristina Wong 

The Navy Reserve welcomed its first female commander in a ceremony Monday afternoon in Washington, D.C. 
 

AASSIIAA  ––  PPAACCIIFFIICC::  
4. Fearless HK Activists Ready To Face Japanese Navy Vessels Over Diaoyus 
(SOUTH CHINA MORNING POST (HONG KONG) 14 AUG 12) ... Teddy Ng, Lawrence Chung and Ng Kang-chung 

Hong Kong activists who are heading to the disputed Diaoyu Islands to support China's claim of sovereignty say they are 
prepared to confront Japanese navy vessels. 

 
5. 'Sea Grab' Sparks Tensions In South China Sea 
(STARS AND STRIPES 13 AUG 12) ... Wyatt Olson 

YOKOTA AIR BASE, Japan — Many people look at China and see a unified behemoth tightly controlled by the communist 
central leadership, so when a diplomatic fray develops, like a rash of recent confrontations in the South China Sea, the assumption is 
that it’s all part of a grand plan by Beijing. 

 
6. ASEAN Spirit To Prevail In Sea Spat 
Malaysia, China Agree To Continue Engagement Over South China Sea Dispute 
(KUALA LUMPUR NEW STRAITS TIMES (MALAYSIA) 13 AUG 12) ... Roy Goh 

KOTA KINABALU -- The spirit of ASEAN will be upheld as member countries seek a path to peacefully resolve disputes in the 
South China Sea with China. 

 

MMIIDDEEAASSTT::  
7. Syrian Rebels Claim First Jet Downing, In Possible Shift For War 
(NEW YORK TIMES 14 AUG 12) ... Damien Cave 

BEIRUT, Lebanon — Syrian rebels said Monday that they had shot down a Syrian fighter jet for the first time, raising new 
questions about the opposition's military capabilities, and whether Syria's control of the skies might be threatened. 
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8. Divided Military Threatens Yemen's Transition To Democracy 
President struggling to rein in army's many units as those loyal to former premier flex their muscles 
(JERUSALEM POST 14 AUG 12) ... Ali Saeed 

SANAA – When Yemen’s president Ali Abdullah Saleh agreed to step down last year, many Yemenis hoped their country was on 
the road to democracy. But much of the country’s military remains loyal to Saleh and new President Abd Rabo Mansour Hadi is 
finding it hard to exercise his control over them. 

 
9. Porter Damage Assessment Underway In UAE 
(WVEC ABC NORFOLK 13 AUG 12) ... Mike Gooding 

NORFOLK -- A Norfolk-based destroyer damaged in a collision near the Strait of Hormuz over the weekend is pierside in Jebel 
Ali, UAE, where it will be assessed and repaired, the Navy's Fifth Fleet said. 

 

AAFFGGHHAANNIISSTTAANN::  
10. End Sought To Attacks On Allies By Afghans 
(NEW YORK TIMES 14 AUG 12) ... Alissa J. Rubin 

KABUL, Afghanistan — The phenomenon of "green on blue" violence by Afghan security force members on their international 
counterparts continued on Monday with two more attacks, officials said. 

 

EEUURROOPPEE::  
11. Chinese Navy Wraps Up First Bulgarian Port Visit 
Chinese Missile Frigate Completes Visit to Bulgarian Port of Varna 
(SOFIA NOVINITE (BULGARIA) 13 AUG 12) 

The missile frigate Yantai of the Navy of the Chinese People's Liberation Army (PLA) has wrapped up its first visit to Bulgaria. 
 

12. Nuclear Submarine To Serve Decade After Refit 
(RIA NOVOSTI 13 AUG 12) 

MOSCOW -- The Russian Navy's submarine Novomoskovsk has been refitted and returned to service with the Northern Fleet, 
and will serve another ten years before being decommissioned in 2022, Fleet Spokesman Captain First Rank Vadim Serga said on 
Monday. 

 

PPIIRRAACCYY::  
13. Judge Gives Somali Pirate 12 Life Sentences 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 13 AUG 12) ... Brock Vergakis 

NORFOLK, Va. — A federal judge ordered a Somali pirate on Monday to serve a dozen life sentences in prison for his role in the 
hijacking of a German merchant vessel and a U.S. yacht, saying the hostage negotiator was lucky he wasn’t facing the death penalty. 

 

PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
14. Senators Push For Fewer Troop-Moves, Longer Tours 
(NAVY TIMES 20 AUG 12) ... Rick Maze 

Longer tour lengths would save money, be less disruptive to troops and their families, and potentially improve readiness by giving 
people more experience on the job, a Senate committee says in an Aug. 2 report that orders the Pentagon to review that possibility. 

 
15. Hunter Urges Decision On War Medals 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 13 AUG 12) ... Nathan Max 

Rep. Duncan Hunter pressed Defense Secratary Leon Panetta on Monday to make a decision on the disputed Medal of Honor 
nomination for a local Marine killed in Iraq in 2004. 

 
16. Ward 12th Navy Officer In 2012 To Be Removed From Command Of Ship 
(NEW LONDON DAY 14 AUG 12) ... Jennifer McDermott 

GROTON - Cmdr. Michael P. Ward II is the latest in a string of officers to be relieved of duty while in command of a Navy ship. 
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17. Female Generals: The Pentagon’s First Pair Of Four-Star Women 
(TIME 13 AUG 12) ... Mark Thompson 

Things certainly have changed since Janet Wolfenbarger walked up the long ramp at the Air Force Academy in 1976, under a sign 
declaring in two-foot high brushed aluminum letters: BRING ME MEN. She was one of 97 women in the 899-strong academy class of 
1980 – the first ever to admit females. “When I came in, there was still an executive order on the books that if a woman became 
pregnant, she could be separated from service,” Wolfenbarger says. “Just think: in my lifetime, we have come from that point to where 
we are today, where we have two women four-stars.” 

 

AAVVIIAATTIIOONN::  
18. Northrop Grumman Says New F-35 Fuselage Line Yielding Efficiencies 
(DEFENSE DAILY 14 AUG 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

PALMDALE, Calif. -- Northrop Grumman says its recently introduced automated assembly line for building the fuselages for the 
F-35 Joint Strike Fighter (JSF) has increased efficiencies across the three variants of the aircraft, but expects the production rate to dip 
following the Pentagon's restructuring of the program earlier this year. 

 
19. F-35 Flight Training Accelerates At Eglin AFB 
(FLIGHT GLOBAL (UK) 13 AUG 12) ... Dave Majumdar 

WASHINGTON, D.C. -- Flight training on the Lockheed Martin F-35 Joint Strike Fighter (JSF) continues to accelerate at the 
U.S. Air Force's 33rd Fighter Wing. 

 
20. Japanese Team In North Carolina To Check Osprey Safety 
(STARS AND STRIPES 14 AUG 12) ... Travis J. Tritten 

CAMP FOSTER, Okinawa — A team of Japanese investigators arrived at a North Carolina Marine Corps base Tuesday to begin 
a probe into the safety of the Osprey aircraft amid public outcry over planned deployment of the helicopter-plane hybrid here, 
according to Japan’s Ministry of Defense. 

 

TTEECCHHNNOOLLOOGGYY::  
21. Rise Of Robot Boats: How The Navy Might Hunt Sea Mines 
(AOL DEFENSE 13 AUG 12) ... Sydney J. Freedberg Jr. 

LAS VEGAS - "Keeping the Sailor out of the minefield," the Navy's new mantra for mine warfare, means sending the robots in. 
As part of an annual exercise in July called "Trident Warrior," the fleet experimented with an unmanned ship developed by Textron 
subsidiary AAI and known blandly as the Common Unmanned Surface Vessel (CUSV). 

 
22. Small-UAS Activity Outstrips Large At AUVSI 2012 
(AVIATION WEEK 13 AUG 12) ... Graham Warwick 

As the wars that have fueled the explosive growth in the use of unmanned systems wind down, the outlook for industry is 
beginning to look quite different, depending on where you stand in the market. 

 
23. Navy Tests Deep Sea Breathing Rig 
(PANAMA CITY NEWS HERALD 12 AUG 12) ... Randal Yakey 

PANAMA CITY BEACH — The local Navy base has successfully tested an improved deep sea breathing system — or rig — to 
be used at extreme depths. 

 

EENNEERRGGYY::  
24. Navy Partners With Local Company In Quest For New Energy Sources 
(VENTURA (CA) COUNTY STAR 13 AUG 12) ... Stephanie Hoops 

Why should the Navy switch from diesel to biodiesel if the two types of fuel have the same energy efficiency? 
 

25. Spending On Green Energy Falls Short On Jobs 
(MCCLATCHY NEWSPAPERS 13 AUG 12) ... Renee Schoof 

WASHINGTON -- What has America gotten so far from President Barack Obama's spending on clean energy, and has it been 
worth the cost? 
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CCOONNGGRREESSSS  //  BBUUDDGGEETT::  
26. Sequestration Threat Tests Managerial Skills 
Managers are bracing for significant program and service cutbacks and staffing changes, including possible 
furloughs and layoffs 
(WASHINGTON POST 14 AUG 12) ... The Federal Coach 

The threat of sequestration — the $109 billion in automatic, across-the-board spending cuts set to take effect Jan. 2 unless 
Congress reaches a compromise budget deal — is making federal leaders and employees very nervous. 

 
27. Sequestration, Now Political Toy, Could Crush Virginia 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 13 AUG 12) ... Bob Lewis 

RICHMOND -- It's a hot-button issue in Virginia's high-stakes Senate race right now, but "sequestration" stands to devastate 
Virginia's economy unless Congress acts in the next few months to avert it. 

 
28. Ryan's Spot On GOP Ticket Could Sway Defense Spending 
(DEFENSE DAILY 14 AUG 12) ... Emelie Rutherford 

Rep. Paul Ryan's addition to the Republican presidential ticket could sway Pentagon funding depending on the results of the 
November election, experts said. 

 

CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
29. Vice Admiral From Tenn. Salutes The Navy 
(KNOXVILLE NEWS SENTINEL 11 AUG 12) ... Vice Adm. Harry B. Harris Jr.: 

Knoxville will be the next host for the U.S. Navy's 50/50 Program, Aug. 13-15, an interesting Navy concept for a city whose 
closest Navy port is about 400 miles away. However, like all Americans, the folks of Knoxville have a vested interest in a Navy that is 
flexible, global and powerful — a Navy that is capable of winning wars, deterring aggression and maintaining freedom of the seas. 
America is a maritime nation, and a strong Navy is essential. 

 
30. Navy Week Gets Under Way In Chicago 
(WLS ABC CHICAGO 13 AUG 12) ... Ben Bradley 

This is Navy Week in Chicago, and visitors to Navy Pier will get an up-close look at some Navy warships. 
 

31. Air Show Draws Estimated 1.2M People To Milwaukee Lakefront 
(MILWAUKEE BUSINESS JOURNAL 13 AUG 12) ... Stacy Vogel Davis 

The Milwaukee Air & Water Show drew an estimated 1.2 million people to the lakefront Saturday and Sunday, its best attendance 
to date, according to show organizers. 

 

IINNFFRRAASSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE::  
32. New Navy Satellite Pharmacy On Way For Pensacola NAS 
(PENSACOLA NEWS JOURNAL 12 AUG 12) ... Rod Duren 

Pensacola Naval Hospital is preparing a New Year’s resolution for its Defense Department-eligible customers in the form of a 
new, full-service pharmacy, complete with a covered drive-thru window, at the Navy Exchange Mall in West Pensacola. 

 

CCOOMMMMEENNTTAARRYY::  
33. Middle East Buildup Refutes Obama’s Critics 
‘Leading From Behind’ In The Middle East? Force Buildup Tells A Different Story. 
(WASHINGTON POST 14 AUG 12) ... Walter Pincus 

Here are some facts that should be considered by those who criticize the Obama administration for “leading from behind” in the 
troubled Middle East. 

 
34. Israel And Iran 
(NEW YORK TIMES 14 AUG 12) ... Editorial 

Israeli leaders are again talking about possible military action against Iran. This is, at best, mischievous and, at worst, 
irresponsible, especially when diplomacy has time to run. 
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35. Hidden History: America's Secret Drone War In Africa 
(WIRED 13 AUG 12) ... David Axe 

More secret bases. More and better unmanned warplanes. More frequent and deadly robotic attacks. Some five years after a U.S. 
Predator Unmanned Aerial Vehicle flew the type’s first mission over lawless Somalia, the shadowy American-led drone campaign in 
the Horn of Africa is targeting Islamic militants more ruthlessly than ever. 

 
36. Five ‘Flattops’ for China? 
(THE DIPLOMAT 13 AUG 12) ... James R. Holmes 

Chinese scholar Wang Haiyun, a major general and one-time diplomat, thinks China’s navy needs three to five carrier task forces 
to realize Beijing’s maritime strategic ambitions. Writing in Globe Magazine, a subsidiary of Xinhua, Wang maintains that only such a 
force can police the three million square kilometers of water China claims as its own, break out of U.S.-led containment, and “avoid 
being subject to the blackmail of certain countries.” 

 
37. Sub Base Dodges A Missile - For Now 
(NEW LONDON DAY 12 AUG 12) ... Editorial 

The tens of thousands of people whose lives and livelihoods are connected to the Naval Submarine Base in Groton can breathe a 
deep sigh of relief now that there won't be a Base Realignment and Closure process in the immediate future. 

 
38. Stop Sequestration Cuts 
(NAVY TIMES 20 AUG 12) ... Editorial 

Pentagon leaders are doing what they can to turn up the heat on lawmakers to avoid $500 billion in automatic defense cuts in 
January that they say will devastate U.S. national security. 

 
 

 
  



 6

TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. From Alarm To Relief In Washington 
Egypt leader’s power play meets with cautious optimism 
(WASHINGTON POST 14 AUG 12) ... Karen DeYoung 

The Obama administration’s first reaction to Sunday’s 
news that Egypt’s military chiefs had been forced from office 
was deep alarm. The surprise announcement from Cairo 
seemed to signal that Washington’s worst fears about the 
direction of the Egyptian revolution were coming true. 

Political developments in Egypt during the past year have 
occurred at a speed that has often overwhelmed U.S. 
policymakers. The one constant seemed to be the military and 
its longtime chief, Field Marshal Mohammed Hussein 
Tantawi. His dismissal increased concerns about how much 
leverage Washington would retain as Egyptian President 
Mohamed Morsi consolidated power. 

By early Monday, the administration had exhaled a 
collective, if perhaps temporary, sigh of relief. The newly 
named defense minister and armed forces commander, Gen. 
Abdel Fattah al-Sissi, is well-known to U.S. officials. He had 
“espoused cooperation with the United States and the need for 
peace with neighbors,” an administration official said. 

Egypt’s military establishment has indicated its 
acceptance of the changes. U.S. Ambassador Anne W. 
Patterson spoke with the new defense minister, officials said. 
They emphasized that both Gen. Martin Dempsey, the 
chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, and White House 
counter-terrorism adviser John O. Brennan had met with Sissi 
on visits to Egypt during the past year. 

What initially appeared to be a risky power play by Morsi 
is being described as a politically astute, well-managed 
changing of the guard. Morsi called it a “generational change” 
needed to pump “new blood” into the aging military 
command. 

“He’s smart,” the administration official said of Morsi. 
“That’s what everyone has learned over the past several 
months.” 

In coordinated statements, the Pentagon, the State 
Department and the White House issued public assurances 
Monday that they had anticipated the changes. “We knew that 
a transition was coming. But we didn’t know the precise 
timing,” said a senior Defense Department official who spoke 
on the condition of anonymity to expand on the approved 
statements. 

Still, the level of U.S. influence with the new Egyptian 
government remains uncertain and hard to predict. The 2011 
wintertime revolt that ousted Hosni Mubarak, a staunch U.S. 
ally, unleashed strong xenophobia in Egypt, particularly 
toward Americans and Israelis. That makes the prospect of a 
close, collaborative relationship with the United States a 
political liability for any post-revolution Egyptian leaders. 

The election of Morsi, the candidate of the Muslim 
Brotherhood, exacerbated the challenge and raised the 
temperature of already nervous officials in Washington. 

Asked to assess the impact of the weekend’s events on 
U.S.- 

Egyptian relations, another administration official said it 
would be naive to even try. “The bottom line, the big picture, 
is that these guys are going through this momentous 
transition,” said the official, who spoke on the condition of 

anonymity in expanding on the administration’s thinking. 
“There are going to be surprises and bumps in the road.” 

So far, the administration has dealt gingerly with Morsi’s 
government, determined not to allow any bumps to become 
roadblocks. 

Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton was taken 
aback when thousands of Christians protested outside her 
hotel during a recent trip to Cairo. The demonstrators charged 
that the United States had abandoned them to an Islamist 
government. 

“They wonder, understandably, will a government 
looking explicitly to greater reliance on Islamic principles 
stand up for non-Muslims and Muslims equally?” Clinton said 
after her return. “Since this is the first time that Egypt has ever 
been in this situation, it’s a fair question.” 

“As I monitor what is happening in Egypt,” Clinton said, 
“I am conscious of how challenging it is to get off on the right 
footing.” Morsi and the Brotherhood have made 
“commitments about the kind of inclusivity that the 
government would represent … We are waiting to see how 
that gets translated into action.” 

During a visit to Cairo on July 31, Defense Secretary 
Leon E. Panetta was less tentative. “I was convinced that 
President Morsi is his own man,” Panetta said, “and that he is 
the president of all the Egyptian people.” 

Panetta praised what he called the “very good 
relationship” between Morsi and Tantawi, adding that they 
were “working together towards the same ends.” Less than 
two weeks later, the defense chief was gone. 

Despite its optimistic public assessment, the Pentagon 
was still struggling to make sense of the removal of the top 
brass. “I don’t think we have a read yet on what this all 
means,” said a senior military official who is among those 
analyzing the new appointments. “But there isn’t a lot of 
concern at this point.” 

Officials stressed Sissi’s long working relationship with 
the United States in his previous post as director of military 
intelligence. A member of the Supreme Council of the Armed 
Forces, Sissi participated in negotiations with Washington 
over equipment and technology covered by the annual $1.3 
billion U.S. aid package. 

The only red flag in his thin public record is Sissi’s 
acknowledgment that military officials conducted “virginity 
tests” on female demonstrators during the revolution. Sissi 
told human rights activists that the tests were carried out so 
women could not claim to have been raped while interrogated. 
Sissi has acknowledged, the administration official said, that 
the tests were a mistake. 

Other new appointments were similarly greeted with 
relief, a reaction U.S. officials said was largely shared by 
Israel. Gen. Mohammed al-Assar, named Sissi’s deputy, has 
also been deeply involved in the U.S.-Egypt relationship. 

The administration is anxious to strengthen its 
relationship with Sissi in the coming weeks. Charting a 
collaborative plan to restore order in the restless Sinai 
peninsula, which Washington has come to see as a dire threat 
to Israel, will probably be at the top of the agenda. More 
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broadly, the United States is likely to press Sissi over time to 
shift the focus of Egyptian military leaders from heavy armor 
and war plans toward a more nimble and flexible force. 

Panetta expected to speak with Sissi “very soon,” the 
senior defense official said. The Pentagon, he said, “has been 
in discussions [with Egypt] about ways to increase 
information-sharing on a variety of issues and ways of 

cooperating even more.” although no new programs have been 
agreed on. 

“We don’t see it” as a turning point, this official said of 
Egypt’s new military leadership. “It’s not surprising that a 
new government would come in and want to install its own 
leadership. That occurs in governments around the world.” 

Return to Index 
 

2. Nearly Seven Decades Later, Northeast Asia Still Haunted By War 
(REUTERS 14 AUG 12) ... Linda Sieg 

TOKYO--Bitter memories and current rivalries are 
straining Japan's ties with China and South Korea nearly seven 
decades after Tokyo's defeat in World War Two, raising the 
risk of ruptures as all three nations head for leadership 
changes. 

The three countries are linked by deep economic ties, 
while Japan and South Korea are close allies of the United 
States. 

But as Japan marks the 67th anniversary of the end of the 
war and its colonization and occupation of its neighbors on 
Wednesday, a decades-old feud with Seoul over disputed 
rocky isles turned acrimonious after South Korean President 
Lee Myung-bak visited the territory last week. 

A row with China over islands in the East China Sea has 
also heated up, while attention is focused on whether members 
of Prime Minister Yoshihiko Noda's cabinet will violate his 
stance against paying homage at Yasukuni Shrine for war dead 
on Wednesday, seen by many as a symbol of Japan's past 
militarism. 

The dynamics of Japan's relations with its two Asian 
neighbors differ -- Tokyo frets over China's growing military 
and economic clout while seeking closer security ties with 
South Korea. But the twin feuds reflect the degree to which 
the hand of history lies heavily on the region, becoming 
entangled with modern political pressures. 

"Japan has never convinced its neighbors that it has really 
repented," said Columbia University professor Gerry Curtis, 
noting persistent skepticism in Beijing and Seoul over Tokyo's 
repeated apologies for excesses during its occupation of large 
parts of China and colonization of the Korean peninsula. 

"And neither China nor South Korea want to let the issues 
go because they are a way to get political advantage." 

The dispute with Seoul even intruded into the Olympics 
when a South Korean soccer player raised a placard saying 
"Dokdo is our territory" -- referring to the islands Japan calls 
Takeshima -- after beating Japan for a bronze. He had to skip 
the medal ceremony for breaking a rule against politicizing the 
Games. 

"All of this goes back to the fact that there is an absence 
of shared vision about the past in this part of the world," said 
Andrew Horvat, director of the Stanford Center in Kyoto. 

Though economic ties and cultural exchanges between 
Japan and South Korea have flourished in recent years, 
Korean resentment over Japan's 1910-1945 colonization still 
runs deep. 

Tensions flared last year when Lee urged Tokyo to put 
priority on giving proper recognition and compensation to 
Korean women abducted to become sex slaves for Japanese 
soldiers, a matter Japan says was closed under a 1965 treaty 
establishing diplomatic ties. 

Patriotic Credentials 
In 1993 Japan issued a statement in the name of then-

chief cabinet secretary Yohei Kono apologizing and two years 
later set up a private fund to make payments to the women, but 
South Korea say those moves were not official and therefore 
not enough. 

Domestic political pressure in June forced Seoul to 
postpone signing an agreement with Japan to share sensitive 
military information, a step favored by Washington as well to 
improve the ability of its two allies to deal with regional 
threats. 

Analysts say that faced with flagging support and a 
presidential election in December to pick a successor, Lee was 
seeking to tap into the anti-Japanese sentiment never far from 
the surface with his high-profile visit to the island. 

"Japan is not seen by a majority of the Koreans as an ally, 
real or potential -- in spite of all rational strategic 
considerations," said Andrei Lankov, a Korea expert at South 
Korea's Kookmin University. "Very often, the Japan-bashing 
becomes a way to show one's patriotic credentials, a good 
tactic for enhancing local support." 

Noda, whose own popularity ratings have tanked and who 
may have to call an election his party is likely to lose within 
the year, is also under domestic pressure to take a tough stance 
although Columbia's Curtis said his response has been 
measured. 

Tokyo has recalled its envoy and threatened to take the 
island feud to the International Court of Justice, a largely 
symbolic move since Seoul's agreement is needed to open the 
case. 

Despite the strains, the Japan-South Korea spat over the 
islands, which may be near potential gas reserves, looks 
unlikely to spiral into a military confrontation, analysts say. 

Managing the feud with China over disputed islands near 
potentially huge oil and gas reserves could be tougher at a 
time when China -- where memories of Japan's military 
occupation run deep -- faces a once-in-a-decade leadership 
change and Japan worries about its rival's rising regional and 
global clout. 

Tension over the uninhabited islands, known as the 
Senkaku in Japan and the Diaoyu in China, has heightened 
since Noda said last month the government was considering 
buying them from their private owners rather than let Tokyo 
Governor Shintaro Ishihara, a harsh critic of China, proceed 
with a similar purchase plan. 

A vessel carrying Hong Kong activists seeking to assert 
China's sovereignty was headed for the islands and scheduled 
to land on Wednesday, a Hong Kong legislator said. A 
Japanese nationalist group plans a weekend trip to the vicinity. 
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Analysts said the risk of a clash can't be ruled out, but 
added that deep economic ties between Asia's two biggest 
economies -- trade between China and Japan grew 14.3 

percent in 2011 to a record $345 billion -- would likely keep 
tempers in check. 

"There is so much at stake in the relationship in terms of 
economics," said the Stanford Center's Horvat. 

Return to Index 
 

3. Navy Reserve’s 1st Female Commander Takes Charge 
(WASHINGTON TIMES 13 AUG 12) ... Kristina Wong 

The Navy Reserve welcomed its first female commander 
in a ceremony Monday afternoon in Washington, D.C. 

Rear Adm. Robin Braun is the 12th chief of the Navy 
Reserve, and is the first woman to lead any Reserve 
component of the military. She received her third star in a 
ceremony earlier Monday. 

Adm. Braun succeeded Navy Vice Admiral Dirk 
Debbink, who retired Monday in a change of command 
ceremony. 

Adm. Braun thanked her husband Mike, son Tyler, 
daughter Rachel and her extended family, who attended the 
ceremony, for their support. 

She also thanked her father, a naval aviator and combat 
veteran who served in the Navy for 32 years. 

“My dad is with us in spirit today,” the admiral said. “He 
made this seem attainable, and back in 1979, he didn’t see any 
reason why his daughter couldn’t be a naval aviator or an 
admiral. And he supported me 100 percent in everything that I 
did.” 

“And I’m very proud to wear his wings, and his sword at 
my side,” she added. 

Her previous assignments include deputy director of the 
European Plans and Operations Center for U.S. European 
Command and commander of Navy Recruiting Command. An 
aviator, she has logged more than 5,800 hours in naval 
aircraft. 

Return to Index 
 
 

AASSIIAA  ––  PPAACCIIFFIICC::  
4. Fearless HK Activists Ready To Face Japanese Navy Vessels Over Diaoyus 
(SOUTH CHINA MORNING POST (HONG KONG) 14 AUG 12) ... Teddy Ng, Lawrence Chung and Ng Kang-chung 

Hong Kong activists who are heading to the disputed 
Diaoyu Islands to support China's claim of sovereignty say 
they are prepared to confront Japanese navy vessels. 

They said they would not be deterred despite media 
reports that Japan - which claims sovereignty over what it 
calls the Senkaku Islands - was considering sending military 
ships to stop them. 

Activists from Hong Kong, Taiwan, and mainland China 
initially planned to undertake the voyage together, but the 
mainlanders yesterday said they would withdraw. 

The Hong Kong activists' vessel had a bad start, as much 
of their food rations fell overboard amid the rough seas. 
Organisers said they hoped to restock Kai Fung No 2, with 14 
people on board, in Taiwan. 

The vessel has eight activists from Hong Kong, Macau, 
and a mainlander, Fang Xiaosong. The remaining six are 
sailors and reporters. 

The vessel, which left on Sunday, was expected to reach 
the sea off Taiwan's Yilan county today, said Chan Yue-nam, 
head of the Action Committee for Defending the Diaoyu 
Islands. Chan said there had been only "minor interference" 
from Hong Kong marine officials, which blocked six previous 
attempts. 

Mainland activist Chen Duowei said the protesters had 
planned to sail to the Diaoyus from Xiamen in Fujian province 
yesterday, but the plan might have to be scrapped. Chen 
declined to discuss the reason, but said the activists were 
planning an anti-Japan protest in Beijing tomorrow. 

Around six activists in Taiwan had planned to start their 
journey today or tomorrow to join their Hong Kong 
counterparts. Hsieh Meng-lin, of the Chung Hwa Baodiao 
Alliance, yesterday said he hoped to meet the Hong Kong 
activists near Pengchai Islet, off Taiwan's northernmost tip. 

But Chan last night said they learned from that Taiwanese 
authorities would not allow their vessels to leave for the 
disputed islets from Keelung port, forcing them to cancel 
plans to meet in Yilan. 

Chan said Kai Fung No 2 would head straight to the 
Diaoyus this morning after taking supplies at Makung port at 
Penghu. 

Li Nan, a convenor of the China Federation for Defending 
the Diaoyu Islands, said mainland officials usually barred 
activists from joining the campaign. "But Fang is quite new to 
the Diaoyu campaign, and it is easier for him to escape the 
authorities' surveillance," Li said. 

Hong Kong media quoted reports by the Sankei 
newspaper that Tokyo would consider deploying military 
forces to intercept the activists. 

But Chan said: "Even if the Taiwanese and mainland 
groups are unable to go as planned, we shall proceed. We fear 
no Japanese navy. We shall do our best to get as close as 
possible to the islands." 

Chan and 10 activists from his committee yesterday 
petitioned the Hong Kong garrison of the People's Liberation 
Army, asking the PLA to send ships to protect the activists. 

He said their boat was boarded by four marine police 
officers on Sunday, but the activists refused to turn back and 
the officers left. 

Hong Kong's Marine Department said Kai Fung No 2 was 
registered as a class three vessel, which could be used only for 
fishing. It said the owner, agent and coxswain faced fines of 
up to HK$10,000 for breaches. 

The Office of Chief Executive Leung Chun-ying 
yesterday said the government respected Hongkongers' right 
to express their views. 
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Veteran China watcher Johnny Lau Yui-siu said he 
believed Leung received Beijing's implicit approval to treat 

the activists with leniency. 

Return to Index 
 

5. 'Sea Grab' Sparks Tensions In South China Sea 
(STARS AND STRIPES 13 AUG 12) ... Wyatt Olson 

YOKOTA AIR BASE, Japan — Many people look at 
China and see a unified behemoth tightly controlled by the 
communist central leadership, so when a diplomatic fray 
develops, like a rash of recent confrontations in the South 
China Sea, the assumption is that it’s all part of a grand plan 
by Beijing. 

But some analysts see the bureaucracy as more akin to a 
giant octopus, with the teeming tentacles of ministries and 
provinces setting their own agendas as they compete for clout 
and profits — as long as they maintain loyalty to the 
Communist Party. The philosophy, particularly among 
southern provinces, is the ancient adage, “Heaven is high and 
the emperor far away.” 

That occasionally leaves Beijing to clean up any 
unintended diplomatic messes. 

For instance, China’s maritime policy has largely been set 
by five national agencies and other local governments. In an 
apparent effort to impress Beijing, they have been making a 
“sea grab” of sorts for disputed islands in the South China Sea 
based on China’s iconic “nine-dashed-line” map claiming 
sovereignty over those waters. 

That has sparked tensions with other countries and 
concerns about Chinese expansionism that have played a role 
in the U.S. decision to shift more military resources to Asia 
and led the Philippines, Vietnam and Thailand to become 
more open to an expanded American presence. 

Some South China Sea countries embroiled in past island 
sovereignty disputes have found a path forward through the 
Association of Southeast Asian Nations. China, however, has 
bristled at the suggestion that its South China Sea policy and 
actions should even be discussed by ASEAN or other regional 
groupings. 

China’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs, roughly equivalent to 
America’s State Department, would logically be the body 
setting and coordinating policy among the various government 
entities with interests in the disputed seas. But it’s little more 
than a bit player. 

At the same time, the People’s Liberation Army’s navy 
has largely remained out of the fray, the nation’s leaders 
concerned that a strong military presence would escalate 
minor confrontations to armed conflict. 

With China’s regional naval strategy for the PLA 
remaining vague, Pentagon and State Department 
policymakers take cues from the actions of the country’s 
maritime enforcement agencies. The Pentagon’s Asia “pivot” 
announced this summer means shifting 10 percent of surface 
ships and submarines in the Atlantic to the Pacific over eight 
years. The move came in part because of perceptions that 
China could become a regional threat – based on its handling 
of island disputes. 

For the U.S. military, however, there’s no clear message 
to be found in that pile of tea leaves. 

Adding to the complexity, in late July, China raised the 
status of Sansha city on the tiny island of Yongxing, the 
largest in the Paracel chain in the South China Sea. About 220 

miles from the mainland’s most southerly province of Hainan, 
Sansha will officially oversee the roughly 770,000 square 
miles of sea claimed by China, as vaguely defined in the nine-
dashed-line map. The area includes the disputed Paracels, 
Spratly Islands, Scarborough Shoal and other areas. 

“The Chinese bureaucracy is a huge, complex system,” 
said Dali L. Yang, a political science professor at the 
University of Chicago Center in Beijing and author of 
“Remaking the Chinese Leviathan: Market Transition and the 
Politics of Governance in China.” 

“The Ministry of Foreign Affairs does not have its own 
boats. It’s only recently that the [MFA] has established a 
department in connection with the oceans. It may not even 
know what’s going on in the waters because it doesn’t have 
the capacity to monitor.” 

Larry Wortzel, a commissioner on Congress’s U.S.-China 
Economic and Security Review Commission, pointed out in an 
email interview that no foreign minister sits on the 25-member 
Politburo, the top political body, making this “an important 
ministry and a minister without significant input to the most 
important decisions.” 

The International Crisis Group, a Brussels-based think 
tank, issued a lengthy report in April analyzing the mix of 
maritime enforcement agencies involved in monitoring the 
seas. 

The competition for bigger budgets, power and prestige 
among these agencies — along with revenue-seeking local 
governments — has contributed to tensions because their 
actions “in disputed waters sometimes lead to unintended 
diplomatic consequences,” Stephanie Kleine-Ahlbrandt, Crisis 
Group’s Northeast Asia director in Beijing, said in an email 
interview. 

“The decentralization of power is indeed one of the 
factors contributing to a lack of effective coordination among 
these agencies,” she said. 

For example, local authorities have encouraged fishermen 
to sail farther into the South China Sea due to pollution and 
overfishing closer to the mainland, Kleine-Ahlbrandt said. 
China’s maritime enforcement agencies have followed this 
activity where it leads — which has resulted in numerous 
standoffs with ships from Japan, Philippines and Vietnam. 
They also have sought to promote tourism in the Paracels in 
pursuit of increased revenue. 

Particularly worrying is that China’s five key maritime 
enforcement agencies operate 2,400 boats and ships to police 
China’s inland and sea waters, some equipped with machine 
guns and anti-aircraft weapons, according to estimates in the 
Crisis Group’s report. 

Officials of one of those agencies, the China Maritime 
Surveillance, have announced plans to increase their personnel 
from 9,000 to 15,000 and increase their number of ships from 
280 to 520 by 2020. The Fisheries Law Enforcement 
Command plans to add five patrol boats over 3,000 tons, all 
equipped with helicopters, by 2015, the Crisis Group report 
said. 
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“Obviously this is a major opportunity to expand their turf 
a bit,” Yang said of the enforcement agencies. “What you see 
is that every agency and ministry is trying to demonstrate that 
it’s doing something. 

“If I were a bureaucrat in Beijing, I’d want to be saying, 
‘Look, we’re helping to expand our national sovereignty; 
we’re doing something; we’re sending ships over.’ That’s 
basically what’s happening at this point.” 

According to the Crisis Group report, the agencies have 
an expression to capture the free-wheeling nature of their 
missions: “Grab what you can on the sea, and divide the 
responsibilities between agencies afterwards.” 

Indeed, this maritime enforcement system has hardly had 
time to evolve. Even as late as 10 years ago, China’s central 
government wasn’t paying much attention to what happened 
beyond its land boundaries, Yang said. 

Maritime enforcement agencies have been left to divine 
the subtleties of national sea policy but are acutely aware of 
the central government’s sweeping claims of sovereignty in 
the South China Sea and of nationalist sentiment to not budge 
an inch in island confrontations. 

Some analysts maintain that China hasn’t intentionally 
assumed a more aggressive policy in the South China Sea, but 
is rather trying to maintain the status quo in the face of 
emphatic sovereignty claims by neighboring countries. 

“Those viewing Chinese ‘aggression’ as the impetus for 
current tension might reasonably be asked why Beijing has 

only six outposts in the Spratlys (compared with 29 occupied 
by Vietnam), why Beijing is one of the only claimant states 
not currently pumping oil out of the South China Sea, and why 
the largest island in the Spratlys archipelago is actually 
occupied by Taiwan,” Lyle Goldstein, an associate professor 
in the China Maritime Studies Institute at the U.S. Naval War 
College in Newport, R.I., wrote in “Foreign Policy” magazine 
last month. 

“In fact, China’s policy in the South China Sea has been 
largely reactive in both present and historical circumstances, 
which indeed explains a good bit of the incoherence of 
China’s present policy.” 

While there are signs that China is undertaking greater 
coordination of its maritime agencies -- it’s in the process of 
preparing a national maritime strategy -- there’s no sign that 
any group is willing to accept erosion of its clout and money-
making prospects. 

Masayuki Masuda, a fellow with the National Institute for 
Defense Studies, the policy research arm of the Japan Ministry 
of Defense, who prepared the 2011 China Security Report, 
said he’d found “hints in domestic discussions” in China that 
competition among the maritime agencies is alive and well in 
the ongoing strategy process. 

Some of those agencies will seek to strengthen ties with 
the People’s Liberation Army to bolster their status, he said. 

Return to Index 
 

6. ASEAN Spirit To Prevail In Sea Spat 
Malaysia, China Agree To Continue Engagement Over South China Sea Dispute 
(KUALA LUMPUR NEW STRAITS TIMES (MALAYSIA) 13 AUG 12) ... Roy Goh 

KOTA KINABALU -- The spirit of ASEAN will be 
upheld as member countries seek a path to peacefully resolve 
disputes in the South China Sea with China. 

ASEAN has drafted a Code of Conduct on how to deal 
with the issue and is waiting to start discussions with China. 

Foreign Affairs Minister Datuk Seri Anifah Aman said 
yesterday he believed that China was earnest in finding a 
peaceful solution to the disputes, just as how ASEAN wanted 
it. 

He was speaking after a bilateral meeting with China's 
Foreign Minister Yang Jiechi, who arrived here on Saturday 
for a three-day official visit as part of his tour of Southeast 
Asian countries, including Indonesia and Brunei. 

"We have close relations with China and both nations 
agree on continuous engagement," Anifah said, adding that 
Malaysia had made clear that there were other claimants to the 
resource-rich South China Sea. 

"So, we need to settle this on our side first before going 
over to China and I believe they appreciate this and realise that 
it is the wish of ASEAN member countries. 

"Malaysia had underscored that ASEAN and China 
should begin discussions on the Code of Conduct at the 
earliest opportunity." 

Meanwhile, Yang said China firmly supported the 
ASEAN community. 

"We agree to continue working together and 
accommodate each other's concerns and interests. We 
appreciate the efforts by Malaysia to push forward China-
ASEAN relations." 

On his first day in Sabah, Yang met Prime Minister Datuk 
Seri Najib Razak and Sabah Chief Minister Datuk Seri Musa 
Aman after joining the breaking of fast in Kimanis, hosted by 
Anifah. 

The move to formulate the Code of Conduct by member 
countries followed failed talks over the territorial claims 
during the 45th ASEAN Ministerial Meeting in Phnom Penh 
last month. 

The conference had also ended without a joint statement 
for the first time in 45 years after they failed to reach a 
common ground on how to deal with the thorny issue. 

Malaysia, Brunei, Vietnam and the Philippines have 
staked a claim to the resource-rich area. 

In April, tension grew between China and the Philippines 
following a stand-off in Scarborough Shoal in South China 
Sea. 

Naval ships from the Philippines confronted several 
Chinese fishing vessels, triggering a war of words and threats 
of economic retaliation. 

Return to Index 
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MMIIDDEEAASSTT::  
7. Syrian Rebels Claim First Jet Downing, In Possible Shift For War 
(NEW YORK TIMES 14 AUG 12) ... Damien Cave 

BEIRUT, Lebanon — Syrian rebels said Monday that 
they had shot down a Syrian fighter jet for the first time, 
raising new questions about the opposition's military 
capabilities, and whether Syria's control of the skies might be 
threatened. 

The Syrian authorities insisted that the jet had crashed 
because of a technical failure, but rebel groups and activists 
sought to win over skeptics by turning to YouTube. They 
posted one 33-second video showing a jet bursting into 
flames, and a second clip showing a man who identified 
himself as the ejected pilot, Farid Mohammed Suleiman. He 
told his captors in the video that he had been ordered to fire on 
an area in the eastern province of Deir al-Zour, and when an 
armed fighter beside him asked what he would like to say to 
the Syrian Army, he said, “I tell them to defect from this 
gang.” 

The videos, shared widely online, seemed intended to 
provide a morale boost for rebel fighters, who have been 
complaining about the Syrian military’s undisputed air power 
for months. The videos set off another round of speculation 
about whether President Bashar al-Assad could maintain his 
military advantage in the 17-month-old conflict for much 
longer. 

“Regardless of how they did it, if they can put down a jet 
fighter, then they can put down other planes as well,” said 
Sami Nader, an analyst and professor of international relations 
at St. Joseph University in Beirut. “The downing of the plane 
puts in place new rules of engagement and rules of dissuasion. 
The Free Syrian Army is showing us it can impose a no-fly 
zone. Assad’s trump card was the military, but he is now 
losing this last card.” 

What brought the jet down, however, was a matter of 
dispute. 

Local activists said rebel fighters used a heavy antiaircraft 
machine gun that a local brigade had seized from a nearby 
military base. Qassem, an activist in the area, which is known 
as Mohassen and is about 15 miles from the city of Deir al-
Zour, said the rebels had commandeered the weapon a month 
ago, and had used it once to bring down a helicopter. 

Mr. Nader said the rebels could be lying. He said the 
rebels might not be admitting that they have antiaircraft 
missiles provided by international allies, because those allies 
did not want to be seen as fueling the conflict. 

None of these accounts could be verified because of the 
limits on reporting in Syria, especially in Deir al-Zour, a city 
far from Damascus and Aleppo, where most of the recent 
fighting has been concentrated. 

Even as one group of rebels in the eastern corner of the 
country described what they considered a major achievement, 
rebel commanders around Aleppo provided a different portrait 
of military struggle. 

As shelling continued throughout the area, Abdel-Aziz 
Salameh, the head of the revolutionary council in Aleppo and 
rebel-held territory to the north, met briefly with fellow rebels 

in the basement of a nondescript building in Tal Rifaat, where 
commanders from the front came and went, providing updates 
and discussing plans. In an interview before leaving the 
building, he said that the rebels’ main problem was a shortage 
of ammunition, and that one of their primary tactics was trying 
to cut off supply routes to the large Syrian Army force in and 
near the city. 

“Our fighters are doing well,” Mr. Salameh said. “But we 
are not able to give them enough ammunition. The whole 
problem with this revolution now is the shortage of 
ammunition.” 

The battle for Aleppo, he said, would swing decisively in 
the favor of the anti-Assad fighters if they had sufficient 
ammunition and could sever the roads from Damascus, Raqqa 
and Aleppo’s international airport, used to resupply the 
government’s forces. 

He also urged the West to take heed of the fighters’ 
success thus far, in battles they have fought largely alone. He 
said the West’s inaction had made the rebels lose respect for 
Europe and the United States. 

“They must stand now, at this moment, beside the Syrian 
people,” he said. “The Syrian people will win this revolution, 
and the West will have lost the chance to stand beside us when 
we most needed them.” 

Pressure is also building for Syria’s neighbors. On 
Monday in Jordan, dozens of young Syrian refugees tried to 
break down a fence and flee one of the country’s main refugee 
camps at the Syrian border, where conditions have been a 
source of tension. 

Syrian activists and a Turkish official also said on 
Monday that Turkey had stopped letting Syrian refugees cross 
into Antakya, after refugee camps in the region reached their 
capacity of 60,000 people. Around 700 people were waiting 
together on the Syrian side of the border, a Turkish 
government official said. 

“We are providing them the basics like food and blankets 
until construction of four more camps is completed in the next 
10 days,” he said. Around 7,500 people were placed in student 
hostels near the border last week, and the camps under 
construction will be capable of housing 40,000, he said. 

Turkey has signaled that it will create a protected corridor 
for humanitarian aid inside Syria if the number of Syrians who 
have headed into Turkey exceeds 100,000. 

“We are rapidly reaching that barrier,” the official said. 
In Damascus, the commander of the United Nations 

monitoring mission said two-thirds of its observers had left the 
country, with a week left before its mandate expires. The 
commander, Gen. Babacar Gaye, said only about 100 
observers were left, concentrated in Damascus. 

General Gaye strongly condemned Mr. Assad for using 
heavy weapons, which rebels say include jets firing on at least 
three cities. And he urged Mr. Assad’s government to trade its 
military mind-set for “a mind-set of dialogue.” 
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8. Divided Military Threatens Yemen's Transition To Democracy 
President struggling to rein in army's many units as those loyal to former premier flex their muscles 
(JERUSALEM POST 14 AUG 12) ... Ali Saeed 

SANAA – When Yemen’s president Ali Abdullah Saleh 
agreed to step down last year, many Yemenis hoped their 
country was on the road to democracy. But much of the 
country’s military remains loyal to Saleh and new President 
Abd Rabo Mansour Hadi is finding it hard to exercise his 
control over them. 

The former president’s son, Ahmed Ali Abdullah Saleh, 
remains in control of the Republican Guard. Recently, some 
200 members of this elite unit marched to the Defense 
Ministry in the capital Sanaa to protest Hadi’s decision to 
form his own presidential protection force. Until now, the 
Republican Guard has been responsible for protecting the 
president. 

As the soldiers marched with their guns and rocket-
propelled grenades in display, some argued with Yemeni 
citizens. 

“They blocked vehicles on the street, got me and all the 
passengers out of our van after they saw me taking photos of 
them with the camera of my cellphone,” Ahmed Dawood, a 
journalist at the local Yemen Times newspaper, told The 
Media Line. 

“They pointed their guns at me and asked me to give them 
my cellphone,” he added, “but, after I explained that there was 
no memory card in the phone they left me.” 

Since last February, when Hadi replaced Saleh after his 
33-year-long reign, the new president has been governing 
from his house, guarded by the 1st Armored Division, which 
sided against Saleh in the popular uprising. Hadi has not felt 
secure enough to move into the presidential palace. But now, 
Hadi is trying to solidify his control over Yemen’s military’s 
many disparate units. 

He recently took control of seven brigades that had been 
commanded by Saleh’s son, Ahmed, as well as another five 
which had been under control of Gen. Ali Mohsen, Saleh’s 
rival. 

The Gulf Countries Council transition plan which 
removed Saleh from office stipulates that Yemen’s armed 
forces become more professional. But the Saleh regime still 
exerts military power through the Republican Guard, which 
constitutes one-third of Yemen’s 300,000 military personnel, 
according to Mohamed Abd Sallam, director of Abaad 
Strategic Studies Center, a thinktank based in Sanaa. 

“If no serious actions to remove Saleh’s relatives from 
their offices are taken, they will continue to hinder the 
peaceful transfer of power,” Sallam told The Media Line. 

Sallam said Saleh also continues to hold powerful 
positions in civil institutions. “Their resignations must be done 
gradually, as getting rid of them is not that easy,” he said. 

Saleh still heads the General People’s Congress, a party 
that he established in 1982. The party ruled Yemen until the 
popular uprising in 2011 that ultimately brought about Saleh’s 
resignation. Despite the fact he no longer holds office, Saleh’s 
supporters still call him “president” or “leader.” 

“Saleh’s remaining at the helm of the GPC is not only a 
threat to the power transition, but also endangers the party 
itself, “Allam explained. 

However, some in the party argue that Yemen is well on 
the road to democracy. 

“Ali Abdullah Saleh has left office and the positions of 
his relatives are governed by military and civil laws,” Tariq 
Shami, the head of the Media Department of the GPC told The 
Media Line. Shami explained that the decision to remove 
Saleh as party chief must be taken by the members of the 
GPC. 

Saleh’s eldest son, Ahmed, remains firmly in control of 
the Republican Guard, the elite wing of Yemen’s army, which 
has some 36 brigades nationwide, each equipped with the 
most modern weapons. 

Gen. Mohamed Ali Mohsen, the former commander of 
the Eastern Military Command, said this year that since 1994, 
no new weapons have entered the hands of any Yemeni armed 
forces except the Republican Guard. 

Yahya Mohamed Abdullah Saleh, the former president’s 
nephew, is the chief-of-staff of the Central Security Forces. He 
is one of hundreds of senior officials at several military, 
security and civil institutions who are still loyal to Saleh. 

Late last year, Saleh’s son launched his own private 
satellite television channel, Yemen Today, which defends his 
father’s regime day and night. The channel has also a private 
radio station, Yemen FM, which transmits throughout Yemeni 
territory, providing glorified accounts of Saleh even to 
inhabitants of rural areas that lack basic amenities such as 
electricity. 

Some opponents charge Saleh’s military units with 
widespread corruption. A source at the Defense Ministry told 
The Media Line that officers of the 3rd Republican Guard 
Brigade who are loyal to Saleh are alleged to have recently 
stolen weapons and military trucks in collusion with 
departments of the Defense Ministry. 

Last month, Saleh-loyalists who are members of the 
police force stormed the Interior Ministry in the capital Sanaa, 
left eight people dead in a clash with security guards, and stole 
documents, equipment and weapons. 

In 1994, Saleh began a civil war with his then-deputy, Ali 
Salem Baid, who was defeated and fled to Oman. However, 
since Saleh’s forced retirement, Baid has returned to Yemen 
and the two men are said to be cooperating to scupper the two-
year transitional period which is to be followed by 
parliamentary and presidential elections. 

“They [Baid and Saleh] are in an alliance and each one 
has his own aims,” the thinktank’s Salaam said. “Baid is 
looking to return to politics and Saleh aims for internal 
conflict that will enable his son to rule Yemen,” he explained. 

Saleh left the office in exchange for immunity from 
prosecution – an offer not made to his counterpart, Egypt’s 
ousted president Hosni Mubarak, who is currently serving a 
life-sentence in prison. The deal also does not obligate Saleh 
to stay out of politics. Saleh remains strong and active within 
the political landscape through his relatives and aides. 

Many fear that if Saleh continues to act as a shadow 
president, Yemen’s two-year transitional period may extend 
indefinitely amid political insecurity and economic 
deterioration. 

Return to Index 
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9. Porter Damage Assessment Underway In UAE 
(WVEC ABC NORFOLK 13 AUG 12) ... Mike Gooding 

NORFOLK -- A Norfolk-based destroyer damaged in a 
collision near the Strait of Hormuz over the weekend is 
pierside in Jebel Ali, UAE, where it will be assessed and 
repaired, the Navy's Fifth Fleet said. 

The collision between USS Porter and the Panamanian-
flagged bulk oil tanker M/V Otowasan occurred early Sunday, 
causing a huge gash in the starboard side just in front of the 
ship's superstructure and above the waterline. No one was 
hurt. 

Retired Navy Captain Joe Bouchard of Va. Beach served 
as commanding officer of the Spruance-class destroyer USS 

Oldendorf in the mid 1990s. He's made five transits through 
the Strait, which he says can be very crowded. 

40 percent of the world's seaborne oil exports pass 
through the waterway. 

Bouchard believes the damage is extensive enough for the 
ship to return to the U.S. for repairs. Porter was built in the 
Ingalls Shipyard in Pascagoula, Mississippi. 

USS Porter is on a scheduled deployment to the U.S. 5th 
Fleet area of responsibility conducting maritime security 
operations and theater security cooperation efforts. 

An investigation into the incident continues. 
View Clip (RT: 2:22) 
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AAFFGGHHAANNIISSTTAANN::  
10. End Sought To Attacks On Allies By Afghans 
(NEW YORK TIMES 14 AUG 12) ... Alissa J. Rubin 

KABUL, Afghanistan — The phenomenon of "green on 
blue" violence by Afghan security force members on their 
international counterparts continued on Monday with two 
more attacks, officials said. 

In one case, in southern Afghanistan, the attacker did no 
harm; in the second attack, in the Achin district of Nangarhar 
Province, two international soldiers were injured. An Afghan 
soldier who works for the National Directorate of Security, 
Afghanistan’s intelligence service, was also injured when 
NATO soldiers fired on the attacker, said Gen. Abdullah 
Stanakzai, the police chief of Nangarhar. 

The persistence of this type of attack has prompted both 
NATO and Afghan military leaders to try to drill down into 
the circumstances surrounding each one and determine the 
cause in order to come up with ways to decrease them. 

“We are sitting with our Afghan partners and 
recommending to them how to improve their recruiting 
process,” said Brig. Gen. Gönter Katz, a spokesman for the 
international military coalition here. He said the coalition was 
also focusing on its own soldiers and trying to ensure that they 
did not offend Afghans by behaving in ways that might be 
culturally insensitive. 

The green-on-blue attacks on Monday brought to 29 the 
number of insider attacks this year, said Maj. Adam Wojack, a 
spokesman for the NATO-led international coalition. Of those, 
nine did not result in deaths. 

The pace of the attacks has increased substantially in 
2012, with 37 international service members killed so far this 
year, exceeding the 35 for all of last year. 

The international coalition announced on Monday that it 
would now count attacks sustained on bases or in joint 

operations even if the attacker is not a member of the security 
forces. The coalition is moving away from the term “green-on-
blue” and is referring to them as “insider attacks,” which 
encompasses those done by people who are working inside the 
security force system but who may not be members of the 
security forces themselves, Major Wojack said. 

Of the casualties this year, nearly 13 percent are the result 
of insider attacks. Contrary to general perceptions, only a 
small number can be decisively linked to insurgents, Major 
Wojack said. Most are thought to occur out of anger or insult 
in the moment, or sometimes out of an ideological turn away 
from the Western involvement in Afghanistan. 

“We think the infiltrators are a smaller portion of it,” he 
said. 

In an echo of the rough public justice in the days of 
Taliban rule, militants publicly executed a suspected 
kidnapper and returned a 12-year-old boy to his parents, after 
the family turned to the Taliban for help, according to local 
officials in Ghazni Province. 

They found the boy hidden in an unused tandoor bread 
oven, said Habib Rahman, a provincial council member in 
Ghazni. The tandoor is a feature of many rural Afghan homes 
and often is a pit dug into the ground. 

Mr. Rahman said the man asked Hajji Amanullah, a 
prominent businessman, for $700,000 to secure his son’s 
release, and because he could not pay Mr. Amanullah, went to 
the police and the National Directorate of Security for help. 
However, they were unable to find his son. 

Mr. Rahman said it took the Taliban only a few hours to 
find the kidnapper after Mr. Amanullah begged them for help. 
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EEUURROOPPEE::  
11. Chinese Navy Wraps Up First Bulgarian Port Visit 
Chinese Missile Frigate Completes Visit to Bulgarian Port of Varna 
(SOFIA NOVINITE (BULGARIA) 13 AUG 12) 

The missile frigate Yantai of the Navy of the Chinese 
People's Liberation Army (PLA) has wrapped up its first visit 
to Bulgaria. 

The first Chinese naval vessel to visit a Bulgarian port has 
left the Black Sea Port Varna, the PLA Daily announced 
Monday [13 August]. 

The report cites Avgustina Tsvetkova, Bulgarian deputy 
defense minister, who spoke highly of the visit of the Chinese 
warship at a reception held on the Yantai frigate. 

Tsvetkova stated that the first visit of the Chinese warship 
to Bulgaria has "far-reaching significance in further 

consolidating and developing the relations between the two 
countries and their militaries." 

The frigate, one of the warships in the 11th Chinese naval 
escort taskforce of the PLA Navy which had just completed 
the escort missions in the Gulf of Aden and the waters off 
Somali coast, arrived in the Port of Varna on August 5. 

This is the first visit of the Chinese naval warship to 
Bulgaria not only since the establishment of diplomatic 
relations between Bulgaria and the PRC 63 years ago, but also 
in Bulgaria's 14-century history and in China's several 
thousand-year history. 
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12. Nuclear Submarine To Serve Decade After Refit 
(RIA NOVOSTI 13 AUG 12) 

MOSCOW -- The Russian Navy's submarine 
Novomoskovsk has been refitted and returned to service with 
the Northern Fleet, and will serve another ten years before 
being decommissioned in 2022, Fleet Spokesman Captain 
First Rank Vadim Serga said on Monday. 

The Project 667 type boat (NATO Delta 4) arrived at its 
base in the port of Severomorsk on Monday after the refit at 
the Zvezdochka shipyard at nearby Severodvinsk. 

"The boat's life after refit and modernization will be 
extended by another ten years," Serga said. 

The refit of the Novomoskovsk included hundreds of 
improvements, "making the boat quieter, increasing its ability 
to detect other submarines, increasing its survivability and 
nuclear safety," he added. 

Novomoskovsk is the second Northern Fleet 667 boat to 
be refitted. Last year, the Verkhoturye underwent a similar 
refit at Zvezdochka and was returned to service. 

The Novomoskovsk's refit began in 2007. The boat was 
originally built at Sevmash in June 1987 and entered service in 
1990. The boat was the first to launch a scientific satellite into 
orbit with a ballistic missile in 1998. In its life, the boat 
launched 14 missiles, travelled over 100,000 nautical miles 
and made over 20 long patrols. 

The 667 class boats displace 12,000 tons, have a 
maximum diving depth of 400 meters, a cruising speed of 24 
knots and a crew of 140 men. They are armed with 16 
intercontinental ballistic missiles. 
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PPIIRRAACCYY::  
13. Judge Gives Somali Pirate 12 Life Sentences 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 13 AUG 12) ... Brock Vergakis 

NORFOLK, Va. — A federal judge ordered a Somali 
pirate on Monday to serve a dozen life sentences in prison for 
his role in the hijacking of a German merchant vessel and a 
U.S. yacht, saying the hostage negotiator was lucky he wasn’t 
facing the death penalty. 

Mohammad Saaili Shibin is considered by U.S. 
authorities to be the highest-ranking pirate they have ever 
captured. Shibin had direct ties to those who finance pirate 
operations from ashore in largely lawless Somalia. 

Four Americans aboard the Quest were fatally shot by 
pirates off the coast of Africa in 2011, and the crew on the 
other vessel was tortured to get a higher ransom in 2010. 

U.S. District Judge Robert Doumar told Shibin he was 
“very lucky” he wasn’t facing a death sentence, although no 
death-penalty-eligible charges were brought against him. 

Prosecutors will seek the death penalty against the three 
men charged with shooting the Americans. Eleven other men 
in the case who boarded the Quest have already pleaded guilty 
and been sentenced to life in prison. 

Shibin, who speaks several languages including English, 
declined to make any statements before he was sentenced. 

U.S. authorities are hoping the sentence will send a 
message to pirates to stay away from American-flagged ships. 

“I think this case explodes the myth, if still it exists out 
there, that pirates are some kind of romantic swashbuckling 
characters from Hollywood summer movies. This case showed 
that pirates are brutal, greedy, reckless, desperate criminals 
who will kidnap, torture and ultimately kill hostages in pursuit 
of their financial greed,” U.S. Attorney Neil MacBride said 
after sentencing. 

The yacht owners, Jean and Scott Adam of Marina del 
Rey, Calif., along with friends Bob Riggle and Phyllis Macay 
of Seattle, were the first U.S. citizens killed in a wave of pirate 
attacks that have plagued the Gulf of Aden and Indian Ocean 
despite a regular patrol of international warships. 

Negotiations with a U.S. Navy ship that was shadowing 
the Quest were under way when a rocket-propelled grenade 
was fired at it and shots aboard the yacht rang out. By the time 
Navy SEALs scrambled onboard the boat, the Americans had 
already been shot. 

Shibin was convicted earlier this year of the 15 charges he 
faced, including piracy, kidnapping and hostage-taking. Of the 
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12 life sentences, 10 of them will run concurrently while two 
were ordered to be served consecutively. Shibin was also 
ordered to pay $5.4 million in restitution. 

Shibin attorney James Broccoletti said he will appeal the 
conviction. He believes the definition of piracy may ultimately 

have to be decided by the Supreme Court. At issue is whether 
piracy can only occur if someone commits robbery at sea or 
whether a broader definition applies. 
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PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
14. Senators Push For Fewer Troop-Moves, Longer Tours 
(NAVY TIMES 20 AUG 12) ... Rick Maze 

Longer tour lengths would save money, be less disruptive 
to troops and their families, and potentially improve readiness 
by giving people more experience on the job, a Senate 
committee says in an Aug. 2 report that orders the Pentagon to 
review that possibility. 

The Senate Appropriations Committee says the goal is a 
10 percent cost reduction in operational and rotational moves. 

To make that happen, the committee proposes to cut 2013 
funding for operational travel by $130.9 million and rotational 
travel by $192.5 million, a total of $323.4 million — a 10 
percent cut in each of those accounts. 

The House version of the 2013 defense funding bill 
largely approved the services' requests for reassignment 
money and even backed a small increase in the Marine Corps 
request, leaving doubt about whether any tour adjustments will 
be part of the final 2013 budget. 

Service members average about two years between 
moves, with about one-third of the force moving to new duty 
stations in a given year, the committee says in its report on the 
2013 defense funding bill. 

"Increasing tour lengths will not only result in cost 
savings, but it will also lead to less stress on the force and 
hardship on families that are forced to move frequently," the 
report says. "In addition, longer tours will ultimately lead to 
better performance since service members will have more time 
in a specific job before departing." Frequent moves hurt 
military spouses, according to research presented last fall by 

David Segal of the University of Maryland's Center for 
Research on Military Organization. 

At a symposium on the effects of deployment on families, 
Segal said the unemployment rate for military spouses is an 
average 2.3 percentage points higher than the overall jobless 
rate in the areas where they live, and their wages are 5 
percentage points below the average for their locations. 

Staying longer in one place seems to make nonmilitary 
spouses more satisfied with their lives. For each additional 
year at the same location, spouse dissatisfaction decreased by 
5.6 percent, he said. 

To varying degrees, all of the services have tried to shave 
the cost of permanent change-of-station moves, but have 
focused more on assigning people to consecutive jobs in the 
same general location so an official PCS move is unnecessary. 

Longer tour lengths have been discussed, but concerns 
have been raised that they create problems for mid-career 
service members whose chance of promotion may depend on 
gaining experience in different jobs in a comparatively shorter 
timeframe. 

In acknowledging the potential complications of 
lengthening assignments, the committee asked the Defense 
Department to prepare an analysis that looks at the effect on 
families, quality of life, job performance and promotion 
opportunities. 

One issue to be addressed is how troops assigned to 
undesirable or hardship locations might respond to the 
prospect of staying longer in those locations. 
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15. Hunter Urges Decision On War Medals 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 13 AUG 12) ... Nathan Max 

Rep. Duncan Hunter pressed Defense Secratary Leon 
Panetta on Monday to make a decision on the disputed Medal 
of Honor nomination for a local Marine killed in Iraq in 2004. 

Hunter, R-Alpine, sent a letter to Panetta urging him to 
overturn former Defense Secretary Robert Gates’ decision to 
award San Diego Marine Sgt. Rafael Peralta the Navy Cross. 
Peralta, who was 25 at the time, reportedly pulled a grenade 
under his body during combat to save other Marines. 

In June, Hunter spoke with Panetta about Peralta and 
indicated that a final decision could be coming in a couple 
weeks. 

“This, more or less, is to remind the Secretary that 
Congressman Hunter is paying close attention and he expects 
a decision soon,” said Joe Kasper, Hunter’s Deputy Chief of 
Staff. 

Hunter’s letter also mentioned the case of Army Capt. 
Will Swenson, whose Medal of Honor nomination was 
allegedly lost before being resubmitted. 

“Peralta’s Medal of Honor is long overdue while Swenson 
never received the thorough and unbiased review he 
deserved,” Hunter wrote Panetta. “There are others who have 
served in Iraq and Afghanistan who fit into these same 
categories, but a favorable decision for Peralta in particular 
will go a long way toward restoring credibility to a process 
that has failed to deliver the proper recognition for heroic acts 
worthy of the Medal of Honor.” 

In Peralta’s case, his award was downgraded after a 
special defense board determined that he was too incapacitated 
by an earlier gunshot wound to the head to make a conscious 
action. Hunter wrote that “multiple and conforming 
eyewitness accounts were blatantly ignored, along with 
indisputable evidence,” when judging Peralta’s actions, and 
video evidence supports his Medal of Honor nomination. 
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16. Ward 12th Navy Officer In 2012 To Be Removed From Command Of Ship 
(NEW LONDON DAY 14 AUG 12) ... Jennifer McDermott 

GROTON - Cmdr. Michael P. Ward II is the latest in a 
string of officers to be relieved of duty while in command of a 
Navy ship. 

Ward, who led the USS Pittsburgh for one week, was 
reassigned to administrative duties on Friday, the Navy said 
Sunday, due to a lack of confidence in his ability to command 
the submarine after allegations of personal misconduct. He has 
been accused of having an affair with a 23-year-old 
Chesapeake, Va., woman and faking reports of his death as a 
means of ending it. 

Ward is the 12th commanding officer relieved so far this 
year in the Navy, a figure that includes four officers from 
shore commands, two from aviation units, four from surface 
ships and two from submarines, Lt. Matthew Allen, a Navy 
spokesman, said Monday. 

Twenty-two commanding officers were relieved in 2011, 
an uptick from 2010, when there were 17, he said. 

The Navy's high standards for command leadership are 
spelled out in a document known as the "Charge of 
Command." It states, in part, that "command is the foundation 
upon which our Navy rests" and commanding officers must 
"meet the highest standards of personal and professional 
conduct at all times." 

"Trust is a fundamental building block of our command 
and control structure and our ability to achieve mission 
success," it states. 

Capt. Vernon Parks, commander of Submarine 
Development Squadron 12 in Groton, said he reviewed the 
Charge with Ward before he assumed command. 

"He understood the Navy's high standards for command 
leadership and he failed to uphold them," Parks said in a 
statement. It was Parks who ordered Ward relieved. 

The Chesapeake woman said she met Ward, 43, on a 
dating website in October. She said Ward, who is married with 
children, told her he was separated and that he worked in 
"special ops." She said he got her pregnant and then, in an 
effort to end the relationship, faked a report of his death in an 
e-mail communication in July. The woman talked to The Day 
under the condition that her name would not be used. 

She said Monday that Ward sent her a text message 
Friday after he met with his boss about the allegations, telling 
her to watch what she said. 

She said she has not reported the conversation to 
authorities because she continues to worry her identity will be 
revealed, and that would jeopardize her career in the banking 
industry. She said she hasn't heard from Ward since the news 
broke Sunday. 

"I don't want any issues. It's just a big mess. I knew it was 
coming, though, and I feel better, in a way, because everyone 
knows what Michael is about," she said. 

Ward declined to speak to The Day on Sunday. 
Lt. Cmdr. Jennifer Cragg, spokeswoman for Submarine 

Group Two, said Monday that the commander of Submarine 
Development Squadron 12 continues to investigate allegations 
an individual brought to the attention of the Naval Criminal 
Investigative Service. The squadron includes the Pittsburgh 
(SSN 720). 

Cragg said she could not provide any details relating to 
the allegations because the matter is still under investigation 
That includes whether the allegations, if true, would violate 
the Uniform Code of Military Justice, how the case could be 
handled procedurally or how long the investigation is expected 
to take. 

The UCMJ is the military's criminal code. It includes 
many crimes punished under civilian law, but also punishes 
offenses that affect good order and discipline in the military, 
such as conduct unbecoming an officer. 

Cmdr. Michael Savageaux, who led the submarine before 
Ward assumed command Aug. 3, has resumed command of 
the Pittsburgh. Cragg said she could not speculate on how long 
Savageaux will serve in that role. 

The Chesapeake woman said Ward sent her emails using 
the name Tony Moore, explaining that he had to use the name 
because of his position in the special forces. She said Ward 
told her his real name after they met. She provided The Day 
with copies of text messages and emails. 

On July 6, she received an e-mail from his address 
purporting to be from a man named Bob who worked with 
Ward. 

"He asked me to contact you if this ever happened," the 
email says. "I am extremely sorry to tell you that he is gone. 
We tried everything we could to save him. I cannot say more. 
I am sorry it has to be this way." 

The email goes on to say, "He loved you very much." 
In a reply she said, "I can't help but wonder how true this 

is... That maybe he just can't talk to me until he is done and he 
had to make (it) appear permanent.... This is just crazy! This 
can't have happened. I love him... We were supposed to be 
together. He promised me. How could this happen... Is it 
possible he was captured?" 

"Bob" replied, "This is by far the most difficult part of 
what we do. I wish I had a better answer. Take care of yourself 
- I know he would have wanted that." 

The woman said that on July 9 she drove with family 
members to Ward's house in Burke, Va., to pay her respects, 
and learned from the new owner that Ward was alive and had 
moved to Connecticut to take command of a submarine. 

She said she became ill, was hospitalized and learned she 
was pregnant. She said she has since lost the baby. A relative 
emailed Ward. 

On July 25 an email from "Tony Moore" said, "I will call 
you in the morning. I'm sorry about lying to you about me and 
my career. I meant everything I said to you. I never meant to 
hurt you." 

The last commanding officer of a Groton-based 
submarine to be relieved of duty due to a loss of confidence in 
his ability to command was Cmdr. Charles Maher, who served 
on the USS Memphis (SSN 691) in 2010. Crew members had 
tampered with the answer keys used in the ship's training 
examinations. Maher was not accused of any involvement in 
the tampering. 

In a blog post this summer, Vice Adm. John M. 
Richardson, commander of the submarine force, emphasized 
that character - "our moral and ethical quality" - should be 



 17

"something we talk about directly every day." Within the 
submarine force, there have been "some high-visibility lapses 
in character," Richardson wrote, including the cheating 
incident on the Memphis. 

"We get much of our strength from being invisible for 
long periods of time," he wrote in the June post. "To do this 
successfully, we must recognize the challenge that this poses 
and take every opportunity to make each other morally and 
ethically stronger, to strengthen the bond of trust and 
confidence we have within our force and with our nation." 

Ward, who was born in Germany and raised in Buffalo, 
N.Y., joined the Navy in 1987. He earned a bachelor's degree 

in electrical engineering from the University of Florida in 
1994 and a master's degree in business administration from the 
University of Maryland in 2002. 

At sea, he served on the USS Maryland (SSBN 
738)(Gold) in Kings Bay, Ga., Submarine NR-1 and SSV 
Carolyn Chouest in Groton, USS Hampton (SSN 767) in 
Norfolk, Va. and as executive officer on the USS Jimmy 
Carter (SSN 23) in Bangor, Wash. 

Before returning to Groton to take command of the 
Pittsburgh, Ward worked for the Joint Chiefs of Staff at the 
Pentagon. 
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17. Female Generals: The Pentagon’s First Pair Of Four-Star Women 
(TIME 13 AUG 12) ... Mark Thompson 

Things certainly have changed since Janet Wolfenbarger 
walked up the long ramp at the Air Force Academy in 1976, 
under a sign declaring in two-foot high brushed aluminum 
letters: BRING ME MEN. She was one of 97 women in the 
899-strong academy class of 1980 – the first ever to admit 
females. “When I came in, there was still an executive order 
on the books that if a woman became pregnant, she could be 
separated from service,” Wolfenbarger says. “Just think: in my 
lifetime, we have come from that point to where we are today, 
where we have two women four-stars.” 

Wolfenbarger became the second female four-star general 
in the history of the U.S. military in June. She assumed her 
command just as the first female four-star in U.S. history, 
Army General Ann Dunwoody, prepared to leave hers. The 
pair met for the first time recently in the Pentagon basement, 
at Time’s invitation. “When I got promoted, I said `I might be 
the first, but I won’t be the last,’” Dunwoody exulted upon 
meeting her four-star sister for the first time. “And voila!” 
They looked at one another as if staring into a surreal mirror 
before joyfully embracing. “When we entered, it wasn’t a 
popular decision,” Dunwoody recalls. “But women showed 
that they could carry the same rucksack as their male 
counterparts.” 

There are 1.4 million men and women in the U.S. 
military, but only 38 four-star officers, those generals and 
admirals who have reached the pinnacle of the profession of 
arms. In 2008, Dunwoody became the first woman in 
American history to enter this exclusive club. On June 5, 
Wolfenbarger joined her. With Dunwoody stepping down this 
month, the pair sat down together to talk about the challenges 
and rewards associated with climbing to the top of the male-
dominated military culture. 

They speak with a self-confidence tempered by decades in 
uniform, greased with easy laughter. Neither is in the Navy, so 
it’s not surprising they don’t rock the boat. Like most high-
fliers in this most traditional of careers, they “stay inside their 
lanes,” as those in uniform like to say. They haven’t tried to 
change the military in their own way, so much as strived to fit 
and succeed inside its peculiar culture. Bottom line: they’ve 
spent decades trying to blend in, not stand out. 

Wolfenbarger runs, and until last week Dunwoody ran, 
their services’ weapons-development and logistics operations. 
The coincidence is not surprising. Early in their careers, 
women were barred from combat — and in the Army they still 
are – ruling them out of most four-star billets. Dunwoody, 59, 

commanded 69,000 people as chief of Army Material 
Command from Alabama’s Redstone Arsenal until Aug. 7; her 
retirement ceremony is set for Wednesday in Washington. 
Wolfenbarger, 53, heads the Air Force Materiel Command at 
Wright-Patterson Air Force Base in Ohio, and its 83,000 
civilian and military personnel. 

While the Army bars women from front-line units – 
infantry, armor, special operations – Dunwoody says there are 
no front lines anymore. “We’ve had over 250,000 deployed 
and 44 given their ultimate sacrifice,” she says of the post-
9/11 wars. “I think some of our policies are lagging and are 
catching up with the current employment of women.” 

They know they’ve become role models. “When young 
women wonder how high they can rise in our military,” First 
Lady Michelle Obama said in 2009, “they can look at General 
Ann Dunwoody and her four hard-earned stars. They can see 
that it’s real.” 

Both come from military families. “I have four 
generations of West Pointers in my family, so I probably have 
O.D.” – olive drab – “blood,” Dunwoody says. She is a 
graduate of the Pentagon-run Supreme Headquarters Allied 
Powers Europe American High School in Belgium, near 
NATO headquarters, and the State University of New York at 
Cortland. She joined the soon-to-disband Women’s Army 
Corps and spent more than three decades in the quartermaster 
corps keeping troops supplied. 

Along the way, she became the first woman to command 
a battalion in the 82nd Airborne Division. She deployed to 
Saudi Arabia for 1991’s Gulf War, and to Uzbekistan to 
support the Afghan campaign. ”I’ve had the privilege to go to 
Iraq and Afghanistan many times,” she said as she 
relinquished her command last week. “I got to meet with 
leaders one on one, and they all told me the same thing: they 
told me they never worried about logistics, and I can’t imagine 
a better compliment.” 

While her brother went to West Point, she didn’t have that 
option. Women wouldn’t be admitted to the U.S. Military 
Academy until 1976, a year after she graduated from the 
SUNY-Cordland, 140 miles away. But she wasn’t upset. “If I 
had been interested in joining the military I might have been 
more ticked off,” Dunwoody says, “but since I was going to be 
a phys-ed major and a coach, I really wasn’t.” 

Wolfenbarger got her master’s in aeronautics at MIT. JP-
8 – military aviation fuel – may run in her veins. “My father 
was a pilot in the Air Force, and he came home from work in 
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1975 and told me that the service academies had been opened 
to women,” Wolfenbarger remembers. “I wasn’t thinking 
about joining the Air Force until he said that.” 

Both married Air Force pilots, who understand the 
challenges of military life. Wolfenberger has a 14-year old 
daughter, Callie, and Dunwoody is stepmom to her husband’s 
two children from an earlier marriage. “In our first 10 years of 
marriage, we were separated five years while he was 
commanding Air Force, and I was commanding Army, outfits 
on different installations,” Dunwoody says. “But he loved the 
Air Force, and I loved the Army, and we loved each other, so 
we made it work.” Wolfenbarger says her husband’s military 
background lets him “better communicate with the spouses 
and families” – a key responsibility of military wives for 
generations. 

That isn’t to say it’s easy. “It is all about making sure that 
you find those right priorities,” Wolfenbarger says. “There 
was a time when my husband was still on active service, and 
he was stationed separate from me and our 2-year-old 
daughter,” she recalls. “So I got to experience what it was like 
for a small period of time – about two-and-a-half years – of 
being a single mom with a very responsible job.” 

Wolfenbarger takes issue with the central point of Anne-
Marie Slaughter’s cover story – Why Women Still Can’t Have 
It All – in a recent issue of Atlantic magazine. “I think that it 
is possible,” Wolfenbarger says. “And I like to believe that 
I’m an example of how it can be possible to balance being a 
wife and a mom, and still having a career in which you can be 
fulfilled and continue to progress” – by helping the Air Force 
field its B-2 bomber, C-17 cargo plane, and F-22 fighter, 
among other things. 

Early in their careers, both generals shied away from 
female-only military gatherings. “I avoided the women’s runs, 
the women’s jumps, the women’s sessions because I wanted to 

be part of the Army team,” Dunwoody says. “It was probably 
not until I was a battalion commander that I realized that there 
is a need for these groups.” Wolfenbarger agrees: “The 
generations that have followed us are hungry to be able to 
interact with the people that came before,” she says, “to 
understand what works and what doesn’t.” 

They direct their fire outside the institution that has given 
them their chance to make history. Instead, they aim at 
Congress, concerned its focus on hometown pork will screw 
up the military as budgets tighten. “That worries me,” 
Dunwoody says. “Everybody wants to be efficient – just not in 
their backyard.” Wolfenbarger says spending choices should 
be made by the military: “That will involve change, and we as 
a country and, in particular, the folks over on the Hill whose 
responsibility is to protect their constituents and their interests, 
have a difficult time with that.” 

Both say they have never been sexually harassed during 
their combined nearly 70 years in uniform. “It is a problem, 
we have to get after it, and we are,” Dunwoody says. “Ten 
years of war has taken a toll on the people – it’s not an excuse 
– but we have some housekeeping and self-policing to do.” 
Both are confident, without picking a date, that a woman will 
ascend to the Joint Chiefs of Staff, the nation’s senior seven-
member military council. 

As part of the military’s female vanguard, neither has ever 
worked for a woman. In fact, women at their rarified level are 
so few it can lead subordinates – both female and male — to 
make understandable errors. “They’ve called me `Sir,’” 
Dunwoody says. “But people have called sirs `M’am’ after 
they’ve worked for me for awhile.” 

And that BRING ME MEN sign that Wolfenbarger saw 
her first day at the Air Force Academy? It came down a 
decade ago, following a sex scandal at the academy. 
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AAVVIIAATTIIOONN::  
18. Northrop Grumman Says New F-35 Fuselage Line Yielding Efficiencies 
(DEFENSE DAILY 14 AUG 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

PALMDALE, Calif. -- Northrop Grumman says its 
recently introduced automated assembly line for building the 
fuselages for the F-35 Joint Strike Fighter (JSF) has increased 
efficiencies across the three variants of the aircraft, but 
expects the production rate to dip following the Pentagon's 
restructuring of the program earlier this year. 

Northrop Grumman put the new process in place in 
March 2011 and the first F-35 fuselage produced under the 
integrated assembly line (IAL) at its Palmdale Manufacturing 
Center rolled off a year later. The IAL has reduced assembly 
hours by 15 percent for the Navy's F-35C variant, by 37 
percent by the Air Force's F-35A variant, and by 58 percent on 
the version being bought by the Marine Corps. the F-35C, said 
Hank Reed, the company's lead for business development and 
customer engagement for JSF. 

The IAL brought automation to the process in part 
through the use of robotic drilling machines, and it eliminated 
the use of cranes to move parts, substituting them with what 
the company calls an automatic guided vehicle. The unmanned 
laser guided vehicle lifts assemblies up and delivers them to 
the next spot on the line, cutting out the manpower required to 

operate cranes while reducing the burden on the part caused 
by cranes, Reed said. 

Northrop Grumman introduced the IAL with the help of 
Detroit-based KUKA Systems Corporation, which specializes 
in developing robotic assembly lines for the automotive 
industry. Northrop Grumman said it had not set up a new line 
for mass production since it began making the back portion of 
the fuselages for the Boeing-built F/A-18s more than 20 years 
ago, and realized it needed outside help to modernize its 
processes for providing F-35 fuselages for prime contractor 
Lockheed Martin. 

Mike Jones, the director of production operations at the 
Palmdale Manufacturing Center, said the facility lost "a lot" of 
its senior tooling workforce when production of the B-2 
bomber ended and since it began work on the F/A-18, and 
sought the help of KUKA. 

"We came to the conclusion that it was not our core 
competency to solely take on building a brand new assembly 
line," he said. "We wanted to bring in the right automation and 
the right skills outside." 
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"We needed to make some changes on what we wanted to 
look like going forward," he added. Reed said that on the 
previous line, which was known as system design and 
development (SDD), the "automation wasn't there." 

Northrop Grumman has so far delivered more than 80 
Joint Strike Fighter fuselages--more than half of which were 
delivered under the old process. 

Reed said the SDD line would produce a final fuselage 
assembly every seven days, while the new IAL is putting out 
one every five days at the Pentagon's current buy rate. The 
IAL line has the potential to produce a complete fuselage on a 
daily basis once the F-35 goes into full production, he said. 

The beleaguered F-35 program, however, is at least six 
years away from full production. The program has been 
plagued by massive cost overruns and delays. 

The largest acquisition program in the Defense 
Department's history, the Pentagon plans to procure 2,443 F-
35s for the Air Force, Navy and Marine Corps at an estimated 
cost of $395 billion--about $117 billion more than the 
expected cost five years ago. 

Earlier this year, the Defense Department restructured the 
program for the third time, deferring the purchase of 179 
planes over the next five years for an anticipated $15 billion in 
savings. That reduced number will slow Northrop Grumman's 
fuselage production rate to one coming off the line every six 
days instead of the current five, Jones said. 
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19. F-35 Flight Training Accelerates At Eglin AFB 
(FLIGHT GLOBAL (UK) 13 AUG 12) ... Dave Majumdar 

WASHINGTON, D.C. -- Flight training on the Lockheed 
Martin F-35 Joint Strike Fighter (JSF) continues to accelerate 
at the U.S. Air Force's 33rd Fighter Wing. 

"During our first week of flying in March, we had two 
flights scheduled. Then in the fourth week of May we had 
twelve sorties scheduled and eleven flown. Now in August we 
are planning a standard of sixteen F-35A sorties a week," said 
Lt. Col. Lee Kloos, commander of the wing's 58th Fighter 
Squadron. "In September we will go to a planned twenty-
sortie week as our standard." 

Though the F-35 is still in its infancy, the pilots and 
maintainers at Eglin AFB-home of the 33rd FW-in Florida 
have shown that the aircraft can fly multiple sorties in the 
same day. Pilots at the base are also routinely flying two-ship 
missions, Kloos says. 

Part of the reason the 33rd FW has been able ramp up its 
operations so quickly is because of an increasing number of 
available aircraft. There are currently nine F-35As, nine U.S. 
F-35Bs and one UK F-35B stationed with the 33rd FW. But 
the unit has also rapidly started to qualify more instructor 
pilots. 

"Progress can be demonstrated in two ways, the 
increasing amount of aircraft we have on the flight line at the 
33rd Fighter Wing and the increased pace of our flight ops," 

says U.S. Marine Corps Col. Arthur Tomassetti, vice-
commander of the 33rd FW. "As of today we've flown almost 
160 sorties between the A and B models. Secondly, we are 
getting more pilots qualified to fly the F-35A and B variants. 
The Marine Corps' VMFAT-501 has five pilots flying for the 
F-35B squadron with the last two pilots in the process of being 
qualified." 

Meanwhile, the USAF currently has three instructor pilots 
qualified on the F-35A with two more in training. One of the 
soon-to-be two instructors is 33rd FW commander Col. 
Andrew Toth. 

But the F-35 is also slowly maturing, Tomassetti says. 
"We are also going through our first software upgrades 

from the Block 1A to Block 1B in the A and B variants, which 
brings more capabilities and gets us closer to the full-up fifth 
generation F-35," he says. "One noticeable example is the 
voice recognition feature being enabled so there is no need to 
manually switch between radio channels when talking through 
the mask." 

More upgrades are coming-the Block 2A software, which 
incorporates simulated weapons and greatly increased sensor 
fusion will enable pilots at the 33rd FW to start realistically 
training for combat missions. 
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20. Japanese Team In North Carolina To Check Osprey Safety 
(STARS AND STRIPES 14 AUG 12) ... Travis J. Tritten 

CAMP FOSTER, Okinawa — A team of Japanese 
investigators arrived at a North Carolina Marine Corps base 
Tuesday to begin a probe into the safety of the Osprey aircraft 
amid public outcry over planned deployment of the helicopter-
plane hybrid here, according to Japan’s Ministry of Defense. 

A senior defense official, Japanese military pilots and 
government crash analysts will conduct a three-day 
investigation that includes an Osprey demonstration at the 
New River air station in Jacksonville, N.C., and a visit to the 
Pentagon for a detailed explanation of an April crash in Africa 
that killed two Marines. 

The Marine Corps already has shipped two squadrons of 
Ospreys to Japan and plans to begin flight operations 
throughout the country this fall as part of a global upgrade of 
its fleet. The recent fatal crash has stoked public fears in Japan 

over the safety of the MV-22 and ratcheted up protests on 
Okinawa, where the aircraft will be based. 

The U.S. has said no flights will occur until Japan is 
satisfied that the Osprey is safe. 

As part of the New River demonstration, the Japanese 
team will be shown how the aircraft deals with emergency 
situations such as a sudden loss of power. Media reports in 
Japan have questioned whether the MV-22, which takes off 
like a helicopter and flies like an airplane, can glide back to 
earth safely in such situations. 

The Pentagon briefing will include a full explanation of 
the Africa crash that occurred during a training exercise, a 
ministry spokesman said. The United States has told the 
Japanese that an initial investigation found the incident was 
not due to mechanical failure, but the government of Prime 
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Minister Yoshihiko Noda has requested a full account before 
agreeing to the Osprey deployment. 

The team of investigators will return to Japan later this 
week and will likely need another week to complete an 
analysis of the Osprey’s safety, Hideo Jinpu, parliamentary 
secretary for the ministry of defense and leader of the 
investigative team, said Monday. 

The Marine Corps has insisted the aircraft is one of the 
safest in its fleet and provided crash data that show it has a 
below-average incidence of catastrophic accidents. 

On Saturday, Marine Commandant Gen. James Amos 
gave a public address in Okinawa and called the Osprey state-

of-the-art, saying only one or two aircraft have a superior 
safety record. 

Many in Japan remain unconvinced and the deployment 
has struck a nerve, particularly on this southern island, where 
residents have long resented the large U.S. presence. 

The Okinawa prefectural assembly, local governments 
and various citizen groups are gearing up for a protest against 
the Osprey deployment in early September that they hope will 
attract up to 50,000 people. The opponents claim the aircraft 
has structural problems that make it too dangerous to base at 
the Futenma air station, where existing helicopter squadrons 
have caused anxiety for years. 
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TTEECCHHNNOOLLOOGGYY::  
21. Rise Of Robot Boats: How The Navy Might Hunt Sea Mines 
(AOL DEFENSE 13 AUG 12) ... Sydney J. Freedberg Jr. 

LAS VEGAS - "Keeping the Sailor out of the minefield," 
the Navy's new mantra for mine warfare, means sending the 
robots in. As part of an annual exercise in July called "Trident 
Warrior," the fleet experimented with an unmanned ship 
developed by Textron subsidiary AAI and known blandly as 
the Common Unmanned Surface Vessel (CUSV). 

The video, provided by AAI, shows two CUSVs -- the 
only two in existence -- streaking out to sea during Trident 
Warrior to hunt simulated naval mines. The two boats look 
identical, but the "common" part of the CUSV name refers to 
the design's ability to serve as a common carrier for a host of 
mission-specific payloads. They slot into a bay in the stern. 

In this exercise, one CUSV played the hunting dog, 
locating the mine with sonar. Then the other, the hunter, 
launched an even smaller unmanned vehicle, a kind of smart 
torpedo called a Sea Fox, to destroy the mine. A single human 
operator controlled the CUSV from shore, while a second 
operator ran the Sea Fox. The artificial intelligence on board 
the craft is largely borrowed from the widely used Shadow 
drone. 

The Trident Warrior exercise happened close to shore, a 
reasonable simulation of conditions in the Strait of Hormuz 
should Iran try to mine the chokepoint of the Persian Gulf. For 
open ocean missions the CUSV could be launched from a 
larger vessel, like the Navy's new Littoral Combat Ships -- the 
CUSV can be carried by either variant -- before launching the 
Sea Fox or other mini-submersibles. 

It's sort of Russian nesting dolls with robots. Tactically, 
"it buys you battle space," said Stan DeGeus, the AAI 
executive who went over the CUSV program with AOL 

Defense at last week's AUVSI unmanned technologies 
conference: The manned mothership can keep its distance or 
even flee while the robo-boats go forth to meet the threat. 
True, CUSVs can't make the speed of helicopters. They're a lot 
cheaper, and because they're far more fuel-efficient they can 
stay on station for days at a time, including operating at night, 
when it would be too dangerous to fly helicopters at low 
altitudes to hunt mines with towed sonar arrays. 

Minefields are the project's current focus because they are 
the Navy's top concern given tensions in the Persian Gulf and 
the limits of the current Avenger-class minesweeper fleet, 
which has to approach the mines closely to neutralize them. 

Degeus, a former Navy man himself, remembers the 
deeply uncomfortable feeling of being on a minesweeper in 
the middle of a live minefield back in the 1980s, during the 
"Tanker War" between Iraq and Iran, and he's eager for this 
generation of Sailors to avoid the experience. But AAI's also 
experimented with using a CUSV as an unmanned patrol boat 
to warn off intruding surface vessels with recorded messages, 
broadcast over a kind of super-loudspeaker called a Long-
Range Acoustic Device (LRAD). Other missions up for 
consideration including hunting submarines, jamming enemy 
transmissions, and even transporting Navy SEALs. 

CUSV is not a Navy-funded program: It's something AAI 
built at its own expense, in the hopes of winging U.S. and 
international sales. Admittedly, AAI hardly has a lock on this 
technology, and someone may well come along and build a 
better robot boat. But the concept certainly seems worth 
exploring. 

View Clip (RT: 2:51) 
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22. Small-UAS Activity Outstrips Large At AUVSI 2012 
(AVIATION WEEK 13 AUG 12) ... Graham Warwick 

As the wars that have fueled the explosive growth in the 
use of unmanned systems wind down, the outlook for industry 
is beginning to look quite different, depending on where you 
stand in the market. 

For small unmanned aircraft systems (SUAS), the arena is 
shifting from rapid, high-volume procurement to top-up buys, 
export sales, sustainment and upgrades, but demand continues 
to look robust. 

For manufacturers interested in large UAS, the picture 
that emerged here at the industry's biggest showcase—the 
Association of Unmanned Vehicle Systems International's 
Unmanned Systems North America 2012—was less clear. 

As the attention of military planners begins to shift away 
from irregular warfare and counterinsurgency, the services 
operating large UAS are taking time out to look at what would 
be required to fight a near-peer enemy. 

The outlook points to: 
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 A U.S. Army moving to institutionalize the many 
UAS investments made over the past decade. 

 A U.S. Air Force rethinking its plans to replace the 
workhorse Predator/Reaper fleet. 

 A U.S. Navy, late to the unmanned game, that could 
be first to step to the next generation. 

Four years ago, the Air Force began an “aggressive 
campaign” to launch the MQ-X program to replace its General 
Atomics Aeronautical Systems MQ-1 Predators and MQ-9 
Reapers, says Maj. Gen. James Poss, Air Force assistant 
deputy chief of staff for intelligence, surveillance and 
reconnaissance. Now called the Next Generation RPA (for 
remotely piloted aircraft), the program has slipped into the 
next decade. “We recognize the need to operate in denied 
airspace and to have a capability available by the early to mid-
2020s,” says Poss. “We are watching with great interest what 
the Navy is doing, because we think we have a common 
problem.” 

While the services believe that today's UAS, designed to 
operate in permissive airspace, will not be survivable in 
combat against an enemy with sophisticated air defenses, they 
are not sure how to proceed. The Navy is first to tackle the 
problem with its plans to field the Unmanned Carrier-
Launched Airborne Surveillance and Strike System 
(UCLASS) by 2020. 

“The Navy is struggling with how to execute [in denied 
airspace],” says Poss. “Do you go low-observable, do you 
swarm, or do you go with something cheap and cheery and 
attritable? We're not sure we know.” Meanwhile, current-
generation UAS, if equipped with the electronic 
countermeasures of a Block 50 F-16, “are surprisingly 
survivable.” 

“We want to stay well aligned with the Navy” as it 
proceeds with UCLASS, says Poss. “And we are genuinely 
open to suggestions from industry on the best way to go.” 

But a problem for industry is the lack of investment in 
technology development to increase the capability and 
improve the efficiency of next-generation UAS. “More 
investment needs to be made to make the step to the next 
generation of utility,” says Bob Ruszkowski, senior manager 
for market initiatives in the strategic studies group at 
Lockheed Martin Aeronautics. “The time to invest is now,” he 
adds. 

“The UAS we use today with relative impunity in 
irregular warfare will have less utility in a major theater 
conflict because of their survivability,” he says. Also, the 
manpower required to operate today's UAS, the effort needed 
to analyze all the data they collect, and closed architectures 
that make them hard to upgrade are shortcomings to that need 
be addressed. 

In addition to being stealthy, a next-generation UAS 
should be capable of “full-spectrum operations and synergistic 
manned/unmanned missions, with an open architecture and 
streamlined infrastructure,” says Ruszkowski. Technologies 
need to be developed in the areas of vehicle, communication 
and information autonomy; persistence and reliability; 
signature management; and open architectures. “We can use 
some of the technologies developed on our current systems, in 
intelligence analysis, for example.” 

Lockheed Martin has established a new business line 
within its Aeronautics sector to marshal company resources to 

develop “advanced ISR [intelligence, surveillance and 
reconnaissance] products, services and technologies,” says 
Ruszkowski, and to pursue “significant opportunities” such as 
UCLASS, for which it is offering the Sea Ghost UAS. Boeing, 
General Atomics Aeronautical Systems and Northrop 
Grumman also are continuing to work on UCLASS concept 
studies under Navy contract. 

The Army has similar concerns about the survivability of 
its unmanned aircraft as it begins to look toward future 
conflicts, but its near-term focus is on the cost of operating a 
massive UAS fleet built up over two wars. “We are looking 
very deliberately at reducing cost of ownership,” says Richard 
Kretzschmar, Army deputy program manager for UAS. 

Although the war in Afghanistan is winding down, the 
Army is planning to increase, not reduce, its use of UAS by 
ensuring that more units have their own systems. The plan for 
procurement and deployment of the medium-sized General 
Atomics MQ-1C Gray Eagle is now to field a company in 
every division. “That's a significant increase,” he says. 

There are also plans to push SUAS down to the squad 
level and to give small units the same ability to overmatch any 
enemy that the Army considers it has at the platoon and 
division levels. “At the squad level we are not as dominant. 
We want to give them the situational awareness and get them 
out of a fair fight,” says Kretzschmar. 

“The Army is looking at making the squad more 
engaged,” says Roy Minson, senior vice present and general 
manager of AeroVironment's unmanned aircraft systems 
business, which supplies most of the Pentagon's small UAS. 
“They see the squad as a strategic force and want 
overwhelming power at the squad level. So we continue to see 
them filling out their requirements and incorporating the latest 
capabilities.” 

At the same time, the Army has almost completed its 
planned procurement of SUAS and is shifting its focus to 
sustainment and upgrades. After buying 6,000 RQ-11 Ravens 
and larger RQ-20 Pumas from AeroVironment, “we are close 
to fielding our objective procurement—about the 95% mark,” 
says Maj. Jeff Poquette, SUAS program manager. 

At this late stage, the Army plans to open its SUAS 
procurement to competition, awarding indefinite-
delivery/indefinite-quantity (ID/IQ) contracts to multiple 
vendors, then competing individual task orders for top-up 
buys, services, logistics and upgrades. The ID/IQ contracts 
will cover the medium-endurance Raven-class and long-
endurance Puma-class SUAS, but be open to other 
manufacturers of airframes and payloads. There will also be 
some flexibility to purchase other systems, such as a vertical-
takeoff-and landing (VTOL) SUAS, says Poquette. 

The Army's plans helped fuel an explosion of small-UAS 
activity at the AUVSI show, which Minson eyes with 
skepticism. “Who is buying these things? We are supplying 
the majority of everything.” Although AeroVironment will 
face competition going forward, he is confident of continued 
domestic and international demand for Raven and Puma, and 
the company is introducing new SUAS, including the all-
environment Wasp AE, lethal Switchblade and VTOL 
quadrotor Shrike. 

“When we first started doing SUAS, not much thought 
was given to how many should be in the force,” says Minson. 
“We see the need for another class of aircraft, the Shrike 
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VTOL.” And more products are in development. “We will 
move to smaller UAS, and also go up to longer endurance,” he 
says. But AeroVironment will stick to the lower end of the 
market, for now. “We see hand-launch as key,” he says. 

One reason for the growing popularity of SUAS is the 
ongoing dramatic reductions in payload size, which are 
significantly increasing the capabilities of small platforms. 
“Five years ago everyone was building an aircraft in their 
garage and bringing it to the show. But the platforms are 
settling down,” says Steve Morrow, president and CEO of 
small-UAS manufacturer Insitu. 

“Now everybody is building a payload … and Moore's 
Law applies to payloads. It's fast-moving and exciting—it's 

eyewatering,” he says. “Insitu is looking at 75-100 potential 
payloads, some proposed by customers, suppliers and 
technologists, and some we ourselves have conceived. Future 
capabilities will be less about the truck and more about the 
payload.” 

Poquette says future roles the Army is eyeing for SUAS 
include chemical/biological and radiation detection, signals 
intelligence, communications relay and base defense. Longer 
term, in 5-10 years, he sees the need emerging for smaller, 
stealthier SUAS with longer endurance and faster launch. “We 
want something you can launch out of a pocket and control 
with a screen on your arm.” 
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23. Navy Tests Deep Sea Breathing Rig 
(PANAMA CITY NEWS HERALD 12 AUG 12) ... Randal Yakey 

PANAMA CITY BEACH — The local Navy base has 
successfully tested an improved deep sea breathing system — 
or rig — to be used at extreme depths. 

The Naval Surface Warfare Center Panama City Division 
(NSWC PCD) noted the Underwater Breathing Apparatus’ 
(UBA) performed at a “world class” level. 

NSWC PCD Diving and Life Support Functional Area 
Manager Wes Hughson credited Explosive Ordnance Disposal 
and Naval Special Warfare sponsors with bringing the Diving 
and Life Support Depot (DLSD) to Panama City in 2009. 

Hughes said the Navy saved money while testing the 
oxygen system, which is technically, called a “MK 16 MOD 1 
UBA,” but to the average person looks like a regular diving 
suit. 

“It was equivalent to approximately two and one-quarter 
man year’s worth of savings for the U.S. Navy,” Hughson 
said, in a written statement released Thursday. 

NSWC PCD Commanding Officer Capt. Scott Pratt 
explained the diving rig’s mission and safety requirements are 
what make this such a significant accomplishment in the same 
release. 

“When we’re putting a diver at depth, there is absolutely 
no room for mechanical or electrical failures in the rig’s 
architecture,” Pratt said. 

Pratt said the DLSD was able to revamp the system 
cheaper than any manufacturer can replicate the apparatus. 

The upgrades to the apparatus will allowfor its usage an 
additional 10 years, according to Navy officials. 

Pratt added by partnering with neighboring tenant 
command, Navy Experimental Diving Unit (NEDU), the 
DLSD will have costs benefits. “Our DLSD’s partnership with 
NEDU adds to our ability to repair and oxygen clean items in 
one central location. This helps us avoid sending parts off base 
for cleaning, reducing logistics delay time and man hours 
spent,” Pratt said. 

Hughson said cooperation among Navy units allows for a 
“significant saving to the taxpayer.” 

NSWC PCD is a field activity for the Naval Sea Systems 
Command (NAVSEA), the largest single business activity in 
the Navy and one of the largest business establishments in the 
federal government. 
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EENNEERRGGYY::  
24. Navy Partners With Local Company In Quest For New Energy Sources 
(VENTURA (CA) COUNTY STAR 13 AUG 12) ... Stephanie Hoops 

Why should the Navy switch from diesel to biodiesel if 
the two types of fuel have the same energy efficiency? 

Naval officials asked that question 12 years ago when the 
change was suggested. 

Russell Teall, founder of local biodiesel producer 
Biodico, said biodiesel can be made in the U.S., alleviating 
dependency on foreign oil, which suppliers could cut off if 
political relations went awry. Also, emergency supplies are in 
underground salt domes in Texas and Louisiana that are 
vulnerable to natural and man-made disasters. 

"Our argument when the Navy asked that question was: 
Here's how fragile it is if you have a major weather event — 
and this is way before Katrina — or a 'dirty' nuclear bomb. 
You've got a lot of eggs in one basket," Teall said. "That is 
why a distributed network of renewable fuel facilities based on 
domestic, nonfood crops makes more strategic sense in 
protecting against both domestic and foreign oil disruptions." 

Launched as Biodiesel Industries Inc. in 1993, the 
company changed its name 18 months ago as it began to focus 
on bioenergy, biochemicals and biofuel. The privately held 
company does its research and development on about 2 acres 
at Naval Base Ventura County in Port Hueneme with a staff of 
about a dozen people. It also works with about 50 independent 
contractors. 

For its part, the Navy has adopted a new energy strategy. 
In 2009, Navy Secretary Ray Mabus said he wanted 50 

percent of the Navy's energy consumption to come from 
alternative sources by 2020. 

To help the Navy reach its goal, the California Energy 
Commission recently announced Biodico would receive a $1.8 
million grant to study new technologies for producing 
advanced biofuels at Naval Base Ventura County. 

Teall said Biodico is trying to pull energy from algae and 
other plants at the base to create an "energy island" that can 



 23

support the base, troops in Afghanistan or emerging areas of 
the world where there's no infrastructure. 

Biodico also is manufacturing fuel from cooking oils it 
collects from area restaurants. Anyone interested in providing 
Biodico with cooking oil may contact the company and a truck 
will come pick it up. 

The problem the Navy is trying to address is energy 
security, Teall said. 

"A lot of the fuel comes from areas of the world and 
countries that are hostile to the interests of the United States," 
he said. 

Last month, Teall met with state and federal officials in 
Sacramento to announce the partnership among the Navy, 
state and businesses. At the meeting, Rear Adm. Dixon R. 
Smith said the Navy is on the cutting edge in its thinking that 
energy independence is a national security issue that warrants 
the partnership. 

"The Navy is once again prepared to lead the nation and 
the world in transforming how we power the fleet," he said. "It 
was the Navy that went from wind to coal in the 1800s and 
transformed again to oil in the early 1900s. And in the 1950s, 
the Navy pioneered nuclear power. Today, we are committed 
to reduce energy consumption." 
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25. Spending On Green Energy Falls Short On Jobs 
(MCCLATCHY NEWSPAPERS 13 AUG 12) ... Renee Schoof 

WASHINGTON -- What has America gotten so far from 
President Barack Obama's spending on clean energy, and has 
it been worth the cost? 

The multibillion-dollar outlays of the past four years had 
equally big goals: putting people to work right away, but also 
future jobs in a growing global endeavor to cut pollution and 
the risks from climate disruption. 

The federal spending has become an issue in the 2012 
campaign. Republicans say the federal government 
squandered taxpayers' money, whether it was on $27-a-gallon 
biofuels for a test of an aircraft carrier battle group last month, 
subsidies for renewable energy or the taxpayers' loss of $535 
million to the bankrupt solar manufacturer Solyndra. 

Four years ago, the Democrats' promises on clean energy 
were all about jobs. As Obama took office seeking nearly $1 
trillion in spending and tax cuts to boost a free-falling 
economy, he wanted to include green energy spending and he 
stressed the job benefits. 

"We'll put nearly half a million people to work building 
wind turbines and solar panels, constructing fuel-efficient cars 
and buildings, and developing the new energy technologies 
that will lead to new jobs," he said on Jan. 16, 2009, in a 
speech pitching the stimulus proposal. 

On jobs, the promise fell short. The White House said its 
clean-energy stimulus funds created 224,500 jobs. An 
independent study this year concluded that 70,000 jobs were 
added to clean technology industries from 2007 to 2010. That 
study was done by the Brookings Institution, the Breakthrough 
Institute and the World Resources Institute. 

Obama and his team argued that spending on clean energy 
would have other benefits. They said it would help the United 
States get some of the renewable energy manufacturing that 
otherwise would go to China, where energy technology is 
subsidized. It also would create jobs in the future and help the 
environment. 

"Whenever the government has been involved in so-called 
stimulus, it's really more than stimulus," said Diane Lim 
Rogers, the chief economist for the Concord Coalition, a 
budget watchdog that advocates for fiscal responsibility. 

The 2009 stimulus, she said, was aimed at helping people 
make ends meet, increasing demand for goods and services in 
order to create jobs, and making a long-term shift in the way 
resources are used in order to better reflect social values and 
costs. 

In the case of the clean-energy spending, that third part 
included a way of addressing climate change. 

Renewable energy doubled from 2006 to 2011 and prices 
fell, according to the Brookings-Breakthrough-WRI report. 

Construction began on the first nuclear power plant in 
more than 30 years, and U.S. companies got a share of the 
market in advanced batteries and vehicles. But nearly all 
clean-tech industries depend on subsidies or other supports in 
order to compete with oil and gas. 

After spiking to $44.3 billion per year in 2009 with the 
first year of the stimulus, federal support for clean technology 
is on track to total $11 billion annually by 2014. 

"Judged by the standards of short-term job creation, the 
energy investments may not have performed brilliantly," said 
Mark Muro of Brookings, one of the authors of the report. 

"However, over the medium and longer term, these 
programs will in time be viewed as critical investments in 
research and development, early-stage deployment and 
broader scale-up of important new technologies." 

Most of the tax preferences for energy efficiency and 
renewable energy, which were expanded with the stimulus 
bill, expired at the end of last year. The wind industry is 
fighting to keep a production tax credit that will expire at the 
end of this year unless Congress extends it. 

The industry's trade group, the American Wind Energy 
Association, says wind-manufacturing jobs in the U.S. 
increased from 2,500 in 2004 to 30,000 today. Overall, the 
wind industry employs 78,000 people. The association argues 
that the tax credit is essential for the growth of wind, and that 
without it nearly half the jobs would be lost. 

To some, taxpayer support means the market isn't really 
ready for renewable energy. 

David Kreutzer, a research fellow in energy economics at 
the conservative Heritage Foundation's Center for Data 
Analysis, argued that wind and solar industries don't stimulate 
growth because they depend on subsidies. 

"To the extent you put resources to electricity that make it 
more expensive than it would be if produced conventionally, 
that would retard economic growth," Kreutzer said. 

Congress considered a plan in 2009 to attack climate 
change by making fossil fuels more expensive. When it died in 
the Senate, the Obama administration turned to clean-energy 
support instead. 

The idea was to help these industries get started so that 
they could grow and eventually compete with fossil fuels. Part 
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of that strategy was the Department of Energy's loan-
guarantee program. 

Besides Solyndra, two other solar companies, out of 33 
companies in the loan-guarantee program, filed for 
bankruptcy. 

Abound Solar borrowed about $70 million for solar 
manufacturing plants in Colorado and Indiana, and taxpayers 
will be out about $40 million to $60 million after the company 
is liquidated, the Department of Energy estimated. 

Beacon Power Corp. qualified for a $43 million loan 
guarantee for an energy storage plant in New York. The 
company had assets that attracted a buyer, and taxpayers 
received 75 percent of the loan amount back. 

Others moved ahead, including a large solar thermal plant 
in the Mojave Desert where 2,100 workers are building the 
$2.2 billion facility with parts made in 17 states. A wind farm 
in Oregon has employed 1,000 construction workers and has 
purchased components from 15 suppliers in nine states. Half 
of the planned 338 turbines are built and operating. 

Another major way the government is pushing clean 
energy is with the military. 

For example, the Defense Department is working on a 
plan to find private contractors to build and operate solar, 
wind, biomass or geothermal plants at military installations. 

No additional dollars from Congress would be needed, 
Katherine Hammack, the assistant secretary of the Army for 
installations, energy and environment, said last week. 

Hammack said the renewable energy plants would save 
money. The plant operators would sell some energy to the 
military bases, and any extra energy could be sold off base. 
The bases would get reduced energy costs in exchange for the 
use of their land. 

The Navy has been pushing the development of biofuels 
from plants other than food crops as a way of reducing 

dependence on Middle East oil and the volatile world market 
price. 

In July, in the largest international maritime exercise in 
the world, a Navy carrier strike group was powered on a blend 
of petroleum and biofuels made from animal fats and algae. 

The government made its biggest biofuel purchase ever 
for this test: 450,000 gallons for $12 million, or $27 per 
gallon. 

"We're in a unique position, relative to commercial 
aviation or shipping, to play a leading catalyst role in the early 
establishment of the market," said Thomas Hicks, the deputy 
assistant secretary of the Navy for energy. 

The Navy played the same part when it shifted from sails 
to coal, and from oil to nuclear power, Hicks said. But 
alternative fuels will have to become cost-competitive before 
the military uses them, he said. 

The federal government plans to spend $510 million in a 
partnership with private companies to get a few refineries built 
to produce biofuels that can be blended with petroleum and 
used in the same vehicles and military equipment that use oil 
today. 

Sens. John McCain, R-Ariz., and James Inhofe, R-Okla., 
have led efforts in Congress to block the military from 
pursuing biofuels, arguing that they're a waste of money. 

Sharon Burke, the assistant secretary of defense for 
operational energy, acknowledged that it's impossible to say 
when the military will have a ready supply of competitively 
priced biofuels. 

But the military thinks decades ahead, she said, when the 
U.S. could be faced with unfriendly oil suppliers, an end of 
easy oil or increasing climate problems. 

"There will come a day when there won't be enough 
petroleum in the global market to meet global demand," Burke 
said. 

Return to Index 
 
 

CCOONNGGRREESSSS  //  BBUUDDGGEETT::  
26. Sequestration Threat Tests Managerial Skills 
Managers are bracing for significant program and service cutbacks and staffing changes, including possible 
furloughs and layoffs 
(WASHINGTON POST 14 AUG 12) ... The Federal Coach 

The threat of sequestration — the $109 billion in 
automatic, across-the-board spending cuts set to take effect 
Jan. 2 unless Congress reaches a compromise budget deal — 
is making federal leaders and employees very nervous. 

Managers are bracing for significant program and service 
cutbacks and staffing changes, including possible furloughs 
and layoffs. In some agencies, the impact includes delays in 
filling vacancies and in signing new contracts or renewing 
existing ones. It has also made it difficult for agencies to 
invest in program and service improvements or to engage in 
sound, long-term planning. 

There is a general assumption, or at least the hope, that 
reasonable heads will prevail and sequestration will be 
avoided after several dramatic rounds of brinkmanship. 
However, there are no guarantees. And even if a deal is 
reached to avoid the reductions, the likelihood is that there still 
will be fewer resources available for many agencies to 
accomplish their missions. 

The Office of Management and Budget has directed 
agencies to continue normal spending and operations, since 
five months remain for Congress to act. In addition, there will 
be a bit more clarity early next month when the Obama 
administration, as required by Congress, provides details on 
where it expects the cutbacks to occur and explains how much 
flexibility will be given to agencies to manage reductions. 

As a federal leader, how can you best manage under these 
circumstances? There are at least two major responsibilities: 
Plan to the best of your ability for the different possibilities, 
and communicate with your employees. 

Plan for the worst-case scenario. Managers and senior 
leaders need to put plans in place that address the possibility 
that sequestration will go into effect and there will be deep, 
across-the-board reductions. It’s important to identify 
programs and activities that can be cut or put on hold to 
continue those that must survive. In some instances, the worst 
case includes the possibility of unpaid employee furloughs or 
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actual reductions in force. Better to have a plan of action than 
to scramble at the last minute. 

Plan for the hopeful scenario. The scenario that we hope 
for envisions Congress and the administration reaching a 
timely compromise and avoiding sequestration. This option 
will probably require cutbacks, although not as severe or 
arbitrary as sequestration. As a federal manager, set priorities 
in terms of what programs get carried out with reduced but not 
draconian funding reductions. Consider where you might 
switch funding to continue the most essential functions and 
pinpoint programs that might have to be put on life support. 

Engage your employees. Workers are unsettled and 
morale may be low. They also have probably figured out that 
business as usual may not be possible. So a first step is full 
disclosure. Tell them what you’re doing and what you know 
— and what you don’t know. You may want to seek their 

ideas on what changes might be made in the short or long 
term. 

Treat your employees like the adults they are. You 
don’t have to put names on the white board of who’s going to 
get cut or furloughed in a worst-case scenario, but you can 
share with them that you are doing your best to plan for all 
contingencies. Also let them know that you will share the facts 
as you get them — and then follow through. You should also 
avoid being either overly optimistic or overly pessimistic. 
Make it clear that nothing is gained by acting precipitously, 
such as quitting the organization for a less desirable job in fear 
of a layoff that is unlikely to happen. 

Above all, as a leader, stay focused on what’s important. 
Remind yourself and your employees that your agency has an 
important job to do and that the focus will be on the mission. 

The bottom line is that federal managers have to do their 
best to follow the Boy Scout motto: Be prepared. 
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27. Sequestration, Now Political Toy, Could Crush Virginia 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 13 AUG 12) ... Bob Lewis 

RICHMOND -- It's a hot-button issue in Virginia's high-
stakes Senate race right now, but "sequestration" stands to 
devastate Virginia's economy unless Congress acts in the next 
few months to avert it. 

The issue with its alien-sounding name is Washington 
shorthand for deep, indiscriminate and automatic cuts to 
national defense and other federal spending. Virginia would 
suffer disproportionately because it's home to major defense 
sites, including the Pentagon. 

Bearing the brunt would be Virginia's two most populous, 
economically important and politically decisive regions — 
northern Virginia and Hampton Roads. 

Both have enormous pools of active-duty military, 
civilian Defense Department employees and contractors, tens 
of thousands of federal workers and untold others who work 
for businesses that would suffer in the ripples such draconian 
layoffs cause. 

Republican George Allen put the issue in play in Virginia, 
tarring Democrat Tim Kaine at a debate two weeks ago for 
supporting the bipartisan congressional compromise that 
created sequestration a year ago. 

The deal Kaine said he supported was a compromise 
reached in late July 2011 on the eve of the deadline to either 
raise the amount of money the United States was authorized 
under the law to borrow or default on U.S. debts for the first 
time in the nation's history. 

Allen neglected to note at the time that Republican Gov. 
Bob McDonnell supported the compromise formally known as 
the Budget Control Act of 2011, or that another powerful 
Virginia Republican, House Majority Leader Eric Cantor, 
helped get it passed. The Senate's Republican majority leader, 
Mitch McConnell, and the party's 2008 presidential nominee, 
Sen. John McCain, also backed the deal that bought the 
government time for a congressional "super committee" to try 
to agree on $1.2 trillion in savings and spending cuts. All of 
them now condemn the possible defense cuts, as does Kaine. 

The Budget Control Act was enacted to buy time. To 
ensure a resolution, it prescribed draconian consequences that 
neither party could stomach for failing to reach a 
congressional consensus by the end of 2012 on a more 

reasoned and less painful way to reduce federal deficits and 
keep the $16 trillion debt from ballooning even further. 

Unless Congress and the White House compromise, the 
nation faces $1.2 trillion in automatic, indiscriminate, across-
the-board federal spending cuts to defense and domestic 
programs over 10 years, with about half pared from the 
military. Defense Secretary Leon Panetta has described it as a 
disaster in the making. 

"Sequestration is not just some pipe dream out there. It is 
the law. It's on the books," U.S. Rep. J. Randy Forbes, a 
Republican whose district takes in part of military-dependent 
southeastern Virginia, said in July. 

He has reason to worry. 
The worst would be in the first year when cuts would total 

$110 billion. 
Separate studies this summer by the International 

Monetary Fund and by George Mason University predict that 
the meat ax approach to budget reduction under sequestration 
would slam the nation's economy back into a recession and 
boost the unemployment rate nationally by 1.5 percent by next 
summer. 

Proportionately, no state would suffer more than Virginia. 
The commonwealth would lose 136,191 jobs from 

defense cuts alone, more than any other state, according to the 
analysis by George Mason and Richmond-based Chmura 
Economics and Analytics. Not only is Virginia home to the 
Pentagon and the world's largest U.S. Navy base in Norfolk, it 
is also a hub for major defense contractors such as aircraft 
carrier builder Newport News Shipbuilding. 

Non-defense budget cuts would eliminate another 71,380 
jobs in Virginia. 

Virginia's total job losses projected by the study — 
207,571 — are second only to California, where the GMU 
study suggests 225,464 jobs would vanish. But California's 
population of nearly 37.7 million is more than four times that 
of Virginia's. 

The damage to Virginia's economy may have already 
begun, warned respected economics analyst Christine Chmura, 
whose firm teamed with GMU's Center for Regional Analysis 
to prepare the study. 



 26

"Firms that are very dependent on government contracts 
are already looking at who they would have to lay off if 
sequestration does happen," she said Thursday in an interview. 
"It's already creating a lot of uncertainty." 

Throwing such a loaded issue into the blazing politics of 
an electoral battleground like Virginia was inevitable. Allen 
had timed the issue to the minute, too. Forty-eight hours after 
the July 28 debate, his campaign was televising an ad across 
the state that never mentioned Kaine by name but clearly — 
and falsely — creates the impression that Kaine approves of 
the looming deep military cuts. 

GMU political science professor Mark Rozell said it 
might be an effective short-term tactic in a Senate race that a 
Quinnipiac University poll last week showed was dead even. 
The outcome could determine whether Republicans wrest 
control of the Senate from the Democrats. After Kaine's strong 
debate performance, it put the Democrat on the defensive, 

particularly in the two urbanized regions of Virginia where 
candidates must do well to win statewide. 

But is it good governance? 
After a five-week August recess spent back home 

campaigning, a Congress already paralyzed by partisanship 
will have only a few weeks to reach a deficit-reduction deal 
with a White House that has shown little initiative on the 
issue. If they don't, sequestration could destroy livelihoods, 
wreck investments, deplete savings accounts and devour plans 
for retirements and college educations for the second time in 
four years. That's why further balkanizing the political 
environment isn't helpful, Rozell said. 

"George Allen isn't in leadership right now. He just has to 
mobilize groups of voters and that's what he's trying to do," 
Rozell said. "He can deal with governance and leadership after 
he's elected. If he's elected." 
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28. Ryan's Spot On GOP Ticket Could Sway Defense Spending 
(DEFENSE DAILY 14 AUG 12) ... Emelie Rutherford 

Rep. Paul Ryan's addition to the Republican presidential 
ticket could sway Pentagon funding depending on the results 
of the November election, experts said. 

Ryan, the Wisconsin Republican whom presidential 
candidate Mitt Romney tapped as his running mate over the 
weekend, has advocated for more-robust defense spending 
than Democratic President Barack Obama has proposed. Yet 
Ryan, as the Chairman of the House Budget Committee, also 
wants to cut entitlement programs popular with voters such as 
Medicare. 

Analysts already are mapping out scenarios for rises or 
drops in military funding depending on whether Romney and 
Ryan or Obama and Vice President Joe Biden win the 
presidential race in three months. 

"Ryan says he favors robust defense spending, but he 
won't get elected by supporting cutbacks to Social Security 
and Medicare," defense consultant Loren Thompson said. "If 
he has to make a choice between bolstering defense and 
reducing the budget deficit, he will probably favor deficit 
reduction.” 

"That means defense spending is likely to remain soft, at 
least until the next big threat comes along," maintained 
Thompson, chief operating officer at the Lexington Institute in 
Virginia. 

Ryan authored the fiscal year 2013 budget resolution the 
House passed in March, which calls for setting the FY '13 
defense budget at $554.2 billion, or $8.2 billion more than the 
$546 billion cap in the Budget Control Act of 2011 that 
Obama signed last year. The resolution calls for notably more 
funding in the Pentagon's base and war budgets than the White 
House proposed in its budget released in February--with the 
resolution advocating 1.8 percent more in FY '13, 1.4 percent 
more in FY '14, 1.5 percent more in FY '15, 2.1 percent more 
in FY '16, and 2.7 percent more in FY '17. 

Observers said Ryan's new position as GOP vice 
presidential candidate could elevate the status of the non-
binding House budget resolution, which Democrats who 
control the Senate have ignored. 

"If Gov. Romney was to win in November and the 
Republicans were to take a majority in the Senate, it was 

already a fair assumption that the House Budget Resolution 
would be the template for changes to spending plans. Now that 
seems certain," Byron Callan, director of Capital Alpha 
Partners LLC in Washington, said in a note to investors. "That 
plan is bullish for defense sentiment.” 

Callan notes that the outcome of the election, potentially, 
could be seen as a referendum on the House budget resolution 
and a broader verdict on whether to factor tax and entitlement 
changes into deficit-reduction deliberations. 

"If Republicans are defeated by wider than expected 
margins in November, then there might be more volatility to 
defense stocks as the outcome could signal that defense 
spending might still be under pressure so long as deficit 
reduction is a national priority," Callan wrote. He predicts that 
if the "verdict embodied in a Republican defeat is, 'don't touch 
our benefits,' then the outcome of the election could be a 
negative for defense.” 

It remains to be seen how Ryan's stated plans for defense 
spending will jibe with Romney's. The former governor of 
Massachusetts, Romney is slated to become the Republican 
party's official nominee for president at the Republican 
National Convention in Tampa in two weeks. 

Romney has optimistically called for boosting defense 
spending to 4 percent of gross domestic product (GDP), while 
Ryan's House budget resolution proposes increasing Pentagon 
spending, including war costs, to a slightly smaller percentage 
of GDP. Callan, for one, estimates the resolution would boost 
such defense funding to 3.5 percent of GDP from FY '17 to 
FY '22. 

Beyond budgetary proposals, observers said they don't 
have strong military associations with 42-year-old Ryan. He 
has not served in the military and does not sit on defense-
related committees in Congress. He also has not been a major 
recipient of the defense industry's largesse. 

During Ryan's 2011-2012 reelection campaign for his 
House seat, "defense aerospace" is ranked No. 34 on the list of 
industries giving him campaign contributions, according to the 
latest Federal Election Commission data parsed by the non-
partisan Center for Responsive Politics. Employees of 
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defense-aerospace companies gave Ryan's campaign committee $13,000, according to the center. 
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CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
29. Vice Admiral From Tenn. Salutes The Navy 
(KNOXVILLE NEWS SENTINEL 11 AUG 12) ... Vice Adm. Harry B. Harris Jr.: 

Knoxville will be the next host for the U.S. Navy's 50/50 
Program, Aug. 13-15, an interesting Navy concept for a city 
whose closest Navy port is about 400 miles away. However, 
like all Americans, the folks of Knoxville have a vested 
interest in a Navy that is flexible, global and powerful — a 
Navy that is capable of winning wars, deterring aggression 
and maintaining freedom of the seas. America is a maritime 
nation, and a strong Navy is essential. 

It should come as no surprise that Tennessee's economy 
depends in no small measure on freedom of the seas. In fact, 
of $30 billion of Tennessee's export trade in 2011, $18 billion 
worth went to overseas markets. The U.S. Department of 
Commerce reported that companies from Tennessee sold 
products to nearly 160 foreign markets, including China, 
Japan, Russia, Turkey, India, Spain and Italy. 

Because most of this trade moves over the seas in cargo 
ships, you can easily understand the vital importance of 
keeping open those sea lines of communications. 

The linkage between Tennessee and the Navy is not just 
economic. Six of our ships have been named "USS 
Tennessee," and we still have one in service — an Ohio-class 
submarine. And, the USS Knoxville was a frigate, 
commissioned in 1943, that helped tip the balance in the Battle 
of the Atlantic by conducting convoy escort and anti-
submarine warfare patrols. 

We've also had many past and present leaders of our Navy 
hail from Tennessee. Adm. David Farragut of Knox County 
was our Navy's first admiral. Today we have Rear Adm. Nora 
Tyson, a native of Memphis, who now works with me on the 
Joint Staff in the Pentagon, and Rear Adm. Donald Gintzig, 
from Murfreesboro, who is the Deputy Chief for Medical 
Operations and Future Plans at the Navy's Bureau of Medicine 
and Surgery. As it has in all our nations' wars, the Volunteer 
State answers the call of duty. Today, we have over 11,000 
Sailors from Tennessee serving in our Navy. 

All this said, the raison d'être of the Navy is to defend our 
nation, defeat our enemies and protect our vital national 
interests. 

To this end, nearly 50,000 Sailors are deployed and 46 
percent of your Navy is under way, where we aggressively 
combat terrorism and play key roles in campaigns such as 
Operation Enduring Freedom in Afghanistan and Ocean 
Shield off the horn of Africa. Our SEALs are heavily involved 
in special operations worldwide and our Explosive Ordnance 
Disposal technicians go into harm's way daily. Through robust 
global Naval presence, we shape a favorable security 
environment. 

While we emphasize our operations in the vast maritime 
reaches of the Pacific and in the Middle East, we face diverse 
challenges world-wide, ranging from terrorism and unstable 
regimes with nascent nuclear weapons capabilities to the 
rapidly evolving cyber-warfare challenge to the effect of 
climate change on potential new shipping lanes in the Arctic. 
What your Navy is doing is vital to our national defense and to 
the protection of American citizens globally. 

Your Navy is ideally suited to tackle the challenges of the 
21st Century because we are manned, trained and equipped 
with the best people, the best training and the best equipment 
in the world. 

Thank you, Tennessee. I couldn't be prouder of what our 
Navy and our Sailors, so many of whom come from this great 
state, have accomplished in our nation's defense. I am looking 
forward to returning home to Tennessee — where my roots 
run deep — to have the opportunity to talk to many of you 
about your Navy. 

Vice Adm. Harry B. Harris Jr. was raised in Crossville, 
and is the Assistant to the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff and most recently the Commander, U.S. 6th Fleet. 
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30. Navy Week Gets Under Way In Chicago 
(WLS ABC CHICAGO 13 AUG 12) ... Ben Bradley 

This is Navy Week in Chicago, and visitors to Navy Pier 
will get an up-close look at some Navy warships. 

The ships are on their first scheduled cruise in the Great 
Lakes since 1999, and they'll be docked at Navy Pier for tours. 

The Sailors aboard are celebrating Navy Week and the 
200th anniversary of the War of 1812. That war was fought in 

part on the Great Lakes and led to a treaty in which the U.S. 
and Canada agreed to demilitarize the Great Lakes. 

Navy Week leads up to Chicago's annual Air and Water 
Show over the weekend, featuring performances by the U.S. 
Navy's Blue Angels flight team. 

View Clip (RT: 3:52) 
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31. Air Show Draws Estimated 1.2M People To Milwaukee Lakefront 
(MILWAUKEE BUSINESS JOURNAL 13 AUG 12) ... Stacy Vogel Davis 

The Milwaukee Air & Water Show drew an estimated 1.2 
million people to the lakefront Saturday and Sunday, its best 
attendance to date, according to show organizers. 

This year’s event featured a bicentennial commemoration 
of the War of 1812 and the writing of “The Star-Spangled 
Banner.” Performers included the Black Diamonds, a civilian 
jet demonstration team, and the U.S. Navy Leapfrogs 
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Parachute Demonstration Team. Several Navy ships docked at 
ports along Milwaukee’s Lake Michigan shoreline. 

The air show coincided with the “Field of Honor” event 
Saturday at Miller Park, which drew a huge crowd for the 
debut of the “Stars and Stripes Honor Flight” documentary. 

Event organizers estimated attendance with the help of the 
Milwaukee County Sheriff’s Office, said Jessica Vollrath, a 
spokeswoman for the event. The total would put the two-day 
attendance at the free air show higher than the 11-day run for 
Summerfest, which drew 805,000 this year. 
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IINNFFRRAASSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE::  
32. New Navy Satellite Pharmacy On Way For Pensacola NAS 
(PENSACOLA NEWS JOURNAL 12 AUG 12) ... Rod Duren 

Pensacola Naval Hospital is preparing a New Year’s 
resolution for its Defense Department-eligible customers in 
the form of a new, full-service pharmacy, complete with a 
covered drive-thru window, at the Navy Exchange Mall in 
West Pensacola. 

That resolution: Convenience for pharmacy customers 
and the end of waiting at a crowed hospital pharmacy. 

The 3,125-square-foot satellite pharmacy project is an 
effort to alleviate the congestion at the main pharmacy that 
fills a daily average of 2,483 prescriptions or refills — among 
the top four pharmacies in all of Navy Medicine worldwide. 
Regional hospitals or commercial pharmacies pale in 
comparison. 

The full-service pharmacy is to give customers a double-
dip of convenience of either walking in or driving through to 
pickup refills or delivering paper prescriptions while shopping 
at the NEX Mall, says Navy Lt. Kenneth Jenkins, pharmacy 
department head. 

“That’s the model we’re shooting for,” Jenkins said. “It 
should be a good New Year’s present.” 

The pharmacy will also have a waiting-room area, unlike 
the current refill center at the NEX Mall. 

Construction of the pharmacy, which will be adjacent to 
the west end of the commissary, is scheduled for completion 
in December and operational in early January, Jenkins said. 

“The command is making plans to adequately provide 
personnel to handle the (expected) load,” including the 
addition of a pharmacist and pharmacy technicians not 
currently staffed at the refill center. 

The refill center currently has a daily average of about 
1,000 refill prescriptions on hand for delivery, Jenkins said, 
and with the new pharmacy, there is a “possibility of 
additional growth.” 

Resource Sharing 
Pensacola’s Naval Hospital has 10 branch health clinics in 

five states. The clinic at Panama City’s Naval Support 

Activity is one of the smaller ones, but it is making large steps 
in the area of joint resource sharing agreements with the Gulf 
Coast Veterans Administration clinic on base. 

In mid-July, the Navy clinic’s pharmacy moved into the 
VA clinic. The two were operating in two separate buildings. 
The immediate winners appear to be the Navy and military 
retiree pharmacy customers who are now getting the on-site 
expertise and experience of a VA pharmacist. A pharmacy 
technician oversaw operations at the Navy clinic. 

On the VA side, the pharmacist — the lone employee of 
that clinic department — now gets extra help from a specially-
trained assistant. 

Also new for Navy and retirees in Panama City is the 
ability to call toll-free (1-888-513-4164) for refill 
prescriptions. The call goes to an automated system at 
Pensacola Naval Hospital where it is filled and shipped to the 
Panama City VA pharmacy. The hospital fills prescriptions for 
all 10 of its branch health clinics across Florida, Indiana, 
Louisiana, Mississippi and Tennessee. 

Joint Location 
The next big move at Panama City Naval Support 

Activity is two building projects to relocate VA and Navy 
health clinics, and shared services, to side-by-side buildings. 

Solicitation of bids for the construction projects will be 
posted at fedbizops.gov about Aug. 17. The tentative award 
date is Sept. 30, according to a Gulf Coast VA official. The 
approximate size of the VA project is to be 30,000 square feet; 
while the DoD/Navy project is to be about 5,000 square feet. 

Once the award is made, construction would begin within 
10 calendar days after the notice to proceed is acknowledged, 
says Jerron Barnett, public affairs specialist with the VA Gulf 
Coast Veterans Health Care System. He anticipates it will take 
approximately a year for construction to be completed. 

That means the clinics may be operational in the first 
quarter of 2014, if everything goes according to timelines. 
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CCOOMMMMEENNTTAARRYY::  
33. Middle East Buildup Refutes Obama’s Critics 
‘Leading From Behind’ In The Middle East? Force Buildup Tells A Different Story. 
(WASHINGTON POST 14 AUG 12) ... Walter Pincus 

Here are some facts that should be considered by those 
who criticize the Obama administration for “leading from 
behind” in the troubled Middle East. 

A steady buildup in the number of U.S. ships and aircraft 
available for possible new military action in the Middle East 

has been underway for months, and the Pentagon has done 
little to hide it from the leaders of Iran and Syria. 

While American officials say the U.S.-generated land-air-
sea military exercise Eager Lion 2012, held in Jordan in May, 
was an annual event not related to developments in Damascus 
or Tehran, CNN was allowed to show parts of the action. 
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Moreover, the U.S. and Jordanian generals running the 
program held a May 15 news conference that publicized the 
start of the main parts of the expanded exercise, involving 
11,000 troops from 19 countries. 

Army Maj. Gen. Ken Tovo, who is head of Special 
Operations for U.S. Central Command and who was in charge 
of the American forces taking part, told reporters that the 
exercise was the largest since the Iraq invasion. One purpose, 
he said, was to apply “the skills that we have developed over 
the last weeks in an irregular-warfare scenario.” 

U.S. Navy Seabees built the joint operations center for the 
exercise. The 24th Marine Expeditionary Unit, aboard the 
amphibious assault ship USS Iwo Jima, moved into the Red 
Sea to take part, accompanied by two other ships. Marine 
tanks were landed for joint training with Jordanian units. U.S. 
Special Operations troops participated in urban combat and 
counterterrorism exercises with Jordanian special forces units, 
while American and Jordanian army parachutists jumped 
together. 

F-15C Eagles from the Massachusetts Air National 
Guard’s 104th Fighter Wing, temporarily based in the United 
Arab Emirates, took part from a base in Jordan, flying with 
Saudis and Jordanians. The jets flew eight sorties the day after 
their arrival “and didn’t let up throughout the deployment,” 
according to a June report in the unit’s publication, AirScoop. 

Other forces involved came from Australia, Bahrain, 
Britain, Brunei, Egypt, France, Iraq, Italy, Kuwait, Lebanon, 
Pakistan, Qatar, Spain, Romania, Ukraine and the United Arab 
Emirates. 

Wide public exposure is also expected for the annual 
International Mine Countermeasures Exercise, which will take 
place in the Red Sea, the Gulf of Aden, the Gulf of Oman and 
the Persian Gulf. This year’s exercise, running Sept. 16-27, 
will involve a record 20 countries. 

Defense Secretary Leon E. Panetta’s spokesman, George 
Little, told reporters in mid-July that the 11-day event would 
be “a defensive exercise aimed at preserving freedom of 
navigation in the international waterways of the Middle East 
and aimed at promoting regional stability.” He added, “This is 
not an exercise that’s aimed to deliver a message to Iran.” 

I don’t believe that, and certainly Tehran didn’t. The 
announced exercise drew this response from the commander 
of Iran’s navy, Rear Adm. Habibollah Sayyari: “The United 
States assumes that it can affect Iran through announcing that 
it will hold a minesweeping exercise in the Persian Gulf, but it 
is not the fact.” 

On another level, U.S. intelligence agencies are also at 
work. Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton referred 
indirectly to this at her news conference Saturday with Turkish 
Foreign Minister Ahmet Davutoglu in Istanbul. 

“We are providing $25 million in nonlethal aid, mostly 
communications, to civil society and activists,” she said. “And 

I don’t want to go into any further details as to how we are 
helping people, at the risk of endangering them at this time.” 

In an analysis published Thursday on al-Jazeera’s Web 
site, Robert Grenier, a former CIA station chief in Pakistan, 
gave this authoritative view of the assistance: “Such 
[communications] equipment would have the dual benefit not 
only of improving intelligence flow to, and tactical 
coordination among the armed rebel units, but also of 
facilitating the flow of information from inside Syria to the 
providers of this assistance.” 

Grenier, who worked in the White House on Iraq and was 
later chief of the CIA’s counterterrorism center, also referred 
to an earlier “leaked” presidential finding that authorized the 
agency to assist the Syrian opposition. 

Some of that activity, he wrote, reportedly takes place at a 
joint operations center in Adana, Turkey, 60 miles from the 
Syrian border. Adana is “also home to Incirlik, a U.S. airbase 
where U.S. military and intelligence agencies maintain a 
substantial presence,” Grenier noted in an earlier article. 

Incirlik, an important American installation since the Cold 
War, serves as a forward base for NATO deployments. Most 
recently, it handled transports during the Iraq war and 
certainly would play a role in any Syrian or Iranian operations. 

“Our intelligence services, our military, have very 
important responsibilities and roles to play,” Clinton said, “so 
we are going to be setting up a working group to do exactly 
that.” 

Asked about establishing a possible no-fly zone over 
Syria, Clinton said: “It is one thing to talk about all kinds of 
potential actions. But you cannot make reasoned decisions 
without doing intense analysis and operational planning.” 

A basic part of such planning requires that the forces to 
carry out agreed-upon missions be in place. Along with the 
units already mentioned, two U.S. Navy carriers, the USS 
Enterprise and the USS Dwight D. Eisenhower, with more 
than 100 aircraft plus their strike groups, are operating in the 
area to help in Afghanistan. But they could be used in any 
other regional role. They include five destroyers and two 
cruisers. In Bahrain, the U.S. 5th Fleet’s five minesweepers 
were augmented recently by the arrival of four more. 

While Syria’s Bashar al-Assad and Iran’s Ayatollah Ali 
Khamenei are fully aware of the growing U.S. land, sea and 
air forces they face, White House critics refuse to recognize 
what’s going on. 

It’s easy to speak or write about no-fly zones or surgical 
strikes if you cavalierly overlook the weight on President 
Obama. The president, acting from the safety of the White 
House, must consider sending more Americans — husbands 
and wives, sons and daughters — into another war knowing 
that their lives will be endangered or even lost. 

It’s even easier if you have never been to war yourself. 
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34. Israel And Iran 
(NEW YORK TIMES 14 AUG 12) ... Editorial 

Israeli leaders are again talking about possible military 
action against Iran. This is, at best, mischievous and, at worst, 
irresponsible, especially when diplomacy has time to run. 

Iran’s nuclear ambitions are clearly dangerous to the 
region. Iranian leaders operated a nuclear program in secret 

for two decades and continued to invest in it even after its 
discovery in 2002. The government is outspoken in its hatred 
of Israel. It supports President Bashar al-Assad of Syria and 
extremist groups like Hezbollah. If Iran gets a weapon, other 
countries in the region may want one, too. 
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But while Israel’s defense minster, Ehud Barak, suggested 
on Israel Radio Thursday that Iran had made significant 
progress toward acquiring weapons capability — citing what 
he said was a new American intelligence report — there is no 
proof that Iran is at the point of producing a weapon. Obama 
administration officials would not confirm the existence of 
such a report, and, in any case, continue to insist strongly that 
Iran is not on the verge of achieving a weapon. 

It is impossible to know what Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu is planning or why he has ignored American 
entreaties to give diplomacy a reasonable chance. There is, 
however, persistent speculation in Israel that Mr. Netanyahu 
wants to attack in the coming weeks in the belief that 
President Obama will be forced to support the decision 
because of his political needs in his re-election campaign. 
Such a move would be outrageously cynical. 

Military action is no quick fix. Even a sustained air 
campaign would likely set Iran’s nuclear program back only 
by a few years and would rally tremendous sympathy for Iran 
both at home and abroad. The current international consensus 

for sanctions, and the punishments, would evaporate. It would 
shift international outrage against Mr. Assad’s brutality in 
Syria to Israel. Many former Israeli intelligence and military 
officials have spoken out against a military attack. And polls 
show that many ordinary Israelis oppose unilateral action. 

Even so, Mr. Netanyahu’s hard-line government has 
never liked the idea of negotiating with Iran on the nuclear 
issue, and, at times, seems in a rush to end them altogether. On 
Sunday, the deputy foreign minister, Danny Ayalon, told 
Israel Radio that the United States and the other major powers 
should simply “declare today that the talks have failed.” 

Of course, it is disappointing that the negotiations have 
made so little progress. No one can be sure that any mix of 
diplomacy and sanctions will persuade Iran to give up its 
ambitions. But the talks have been under way only since April, 
and the toughest sanctions just took effect in July. 

There is still time for intensified diplomacy. It would be 
best served if the major powers stay united and Israeli leaders 
temper loose talk of war. 
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35. Hidden History: America's Secret Drone War In Africa 
(WIRED 13 AUG 12) ... David Axe 

More secret bases. More and better unmanned warplanes. 
More frequent and deadly robotic attacks. Some five years 
after a U.S. Predator Unmanned Aerial Vehicle flew the type’s 
first mission over lawless Somalia, the shadowy American-led 
drone campaign in the Horn of Africa is targeting Islamic 
militants more ruthlessly than ever. 

Thanks to media accounts, indirect official statements, 
fragmentary crash reports and one complaint by a U.N. 
monitoring group, we can finally begin to define — however 
vaguely — the scope and scale of the secret African drone 
war. 

The details that follow are in part conjecture, albeit 
informed conjecture. They outline of just one of America’s 
ongoing shadow wars — and one possible model for the future 
U.S. way of war. Along with the counterterrorism campaigns 
in Pakistan, Yemen and the Philippines, the Somalia drone 
war demonstrates how high-tech U.S. forces can inflict major 
damage on America’s enemies at relatively low cost … and 
without most U.S. citizens having any idea it’s even 
happening. 

Since 2007, Predator drones and the larger, more 
powerful Reapers — reinforced by Ravens and Scan Eagle 
UAVs and Fire Scout robot helicopters plus a small number of 
huge, high-flying Global Hawks — have hunted Somali 
jihadists on scores of occasions. It’s part of a broader 
campaign of jet bombing runs, naval gun bombardment, 
cruise-missile attacks, raids by Special Operations Forces and 
assistance to regional armies such as Uganda’s. 

In all, air raids by manned and unmanned U.S. aircraft 
have killed at least 112 Somali militants, according to a count 
by the London-based Bureau of Investigative Journalism. 
Fifty-seven innocent civilians also died in the raids, the 
nonprofit Bureau found. The dead jihadists have included 
several senior members of al-Qaeda or the affiliated al-
Shabaab extremist group. In January, a drone launched three 
Hellfire missiles at a convoy near Mogadishu and killed Bilaal 

al-Barjawi, the mastermind of the 2010 bombing in Kampala, 
Uganda, that claimed the lives of 74 soccer fans. 

In an escalating secret war, drones are doing an ever-
greater proportion of the American fighting. 

The Drones Are Coming 
It wasn’t until relatively recently that U.S. drones were 

permanently stationed in East Africa. The military and CIA 
have operated armed versions of General Atomics’ one-ton 
Predator since 2001, but early on the remote-controlled 
warplanes were in high demand and short supply. Afghanistan 
and later Iraq monopolized the drones. 

That was a big problem for the small U.S. force in East 
Africa struggling to keep tabs on increasingly radical, and 
dangerous, Somali militants. “The largest gap is knowledge,” 
Navy Rear Adm. Tony Kurta, former commander of U.S. 
troops in Djibouti, told Danger Room in 2009. 

In 2003, Joint Special Operations Command resorted to 
spending six months sneaking SEALs into Somalia by 
submarine to painstakingly plant disguised surveillance 
cameras — all to capture just a fraction of the images a drone 
could acquire in a single mission. 

“If we’re having to go to that extreme, it’s because we 
lack other capabilities because they’re drawn elsewhere,” a 
senior intelligence official told Army Times’ ace reporter Sean 
Naylor. ”Instead of doing it like that, you’d want to have more 
Predators.” 

The drone shortage represented a huge risk for CIA 
agents attempting to build an intelligence network for tracking 
suspected terrorists in Somalia. The agency used cash 
payments to Somali warlords as a “carrot” to draw them to the 
American side. U.S. air power was supposed to be the “stick” 
that helped motivate the Somalis. But for years the intel 
agency didn’t actually possess any stick. So it lied, telling the 
warlords there were drones overhead when in fact there 
weren’t. 

It was risky bluff. ”But it worked,” an intelligence official 
told Naylor. 
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It took a surprise — and ultimately doomed — invasion 
of Somalia by regional power Ethiopia to open the door for a 
stronger U.S. presence in East Africa. American commandos 
followed along behind the Ethiopian tank columns as side-
firing AC-130 gunships provided lethal top cover. 

Where once the small U.S. force in East Africa had relied 
mostly on a single large base in Djibouti, just north of 
Somalia, in the wake of the Ethiopian blitz American bases 
sprouted across the region. The CIA and American security 
contractors set up shop alongside a U.N.-backed peacekeeping 
force at the shell-crated international airport in Mogadishu. 
American contractors quietly carved a secret airstrip out of a 
forest in Arba Minch, Ethiopia. Under the guise of tracking 
Somali pirates, the Pentagon negotiated permission to base 
people and planes on the Indian Ocean island nation of the 
Seychelles. 

Soon all these bases would support drone aircraft being 
churned out at an accelerating rate by the U.S. aerospace 
industry. In 2003 the U.S. military possessed only a handful of 
Pioneer, Predator and other drones. After spending around $5 
billion annually, year after year, by 2012 America’s robotic 
arsenal had swelled to 678 large and medium drones and no 
fewer than 3,000 small, hand-launched Ravens. 

Some of each were destined for Somalia, where the CIA 
and Pentagon were advancing plans for a far-reaching, but 
subtle, campaign to defeat militants and prop up a fledgling, 
U.N.-backed government. It was a campaign that, in stark 
contrast to the occupations of Iraq and Afghanistan, would not 
include any large, permanent American ground forces. 
American CIA agents, mercenaries, commandos and drones 
would provide intelligence, training, raiding prowess and air 
cover while Ethiopian, Ugandan and Kenyan troops did most 
of the day-to-day fighting inside Somalia. 

Opening Salvo 
On Jan. 7, 2007, a Predator took off from an American 

base in Africa — all evidence suggests it was Camp 
Lemonnier in Djibouti. Command of the aircraft was then 
transferred to a two-person crew, most likely sitting in a trailer 
in Nevada. The Predator cruised the roughly 500 miles to the 
southern Somali town of Ras Kamboni. Following coordinates 
provided by Ethiopian intelligence, the Predator used its high-
fidelity video camera to track a convoy of vehicles 
transporting Aden Hashi Farah, one of Somalia’s top Al 
Qaeda operatives. Farah had trained in Afghanistan and 
returned to Somalia where he led the kidnapping and murder 
of aid workers. 

The Predator was unarmed, possibly to save weight for its 
long-distance flight. So an AC-130 gunship fitted with 
cannons and machine guns opened fire, smashing the convoy. 
Farah was wounded but survived: he would be killed a year 
later in another U.S. air strike. While it failed to take out the 
primary target, the Ras Kamboni raid was the opening shot in 
the East African drone war. Subsequent robot-led attacks 
would be much more successful for the Americans. 

The drones came by land and by sea. Besides Camp 
Lemonnier, Predators and Reapers operated by the Air Force 
(and possibly the CIA) deployed to the Seychelles and 
Ethiopia for flights over the Somalia. It’s been difficult to 
verify exactly how many drones are present at each base, but 
Predators and Reapers normally deploy in groups of three or 
four known as “orbits,” each staffed by around 75 people who 

launch, land, arm and repair the ‘bots. If all three major known 
African UAV bases have single orbits, the robot force 
structure in the region could include as many as 12 Predators 
and Reapers at a time. 

At around the same time the larger drones were settling 
in, American agents, commandos or contractors in Mogadishu 
— it’s no clear who, exactly — received an unknown number 
of five-pound, hand-launched Ravens from manufacturer 
AeroVironment. The simple, camera-equipped Ravens were 
ideal for short-range surveillance flights during the urban 
battles aimed at liberating Mogadishu from militants. In 2011 
Washington approved a $45-million package of arms and 
training to Ugandan peacekeepers in the city that included 
another four Ravens. 

Meanwhile Navy ships sailing off the Somali coast began 
carrying catapult-launched Scan Eagles manufactured by 
Boeing and Insitu as well as Northrop Grumman’s vertical-
takeoff Fire Scout robo-copters. The Fire Scouts initially 
helped in Navy counter-piracy efforts, but by 2011 had shifted 
to “overland intelligence, surveillance, reconnaissance … for 
Special Operations Forces,” according to a recent Navy story. 
The sailing branch also deployed one of its five RQ-4 Global 
Hawks — Northrop-built spy drones with the wingspan of a 
737 airliner — to an unspecified Indian Ocean base to, among 
other duties, provide air cover for the 5th Fleet off the Somali 
coast. And although unmentioned in press reports, Air Force 
Global Hawks are also theoretically available for Somalia 
patrols from their forward base in the United Arab Emirates. 

The Ethiopians occupied Somalia for three bloody years 
then retreated, leaving behind a mostly Ugandan peacekeeping 
force that gradually fought its way out of its Mogadishu 
strongholds, finally recapturing the city this year. In late 2011 
the Kenyans invaded in Somalia’s south. American support 
steadily expanded in concert with the Ugandan-Kenyan 
attacks. The pace of U.S. drone flights increased 
commensurately. 

“The number of reports concerning the use of Unmanned 
Aerial Vehicles in Somalia in 2011-12 has increased,” the 
U.N. Monitoring Group on Somalia and Eritrea reported in 
late June. The group said it tracked 64 unidentified military 
aircraft over Somalia, including drones, in the 11 months 
between June 2011 and April this year. There were surely 
many more flights the U.N. observers did not see. 

How many? It’s possible to make an educated guess. 
In 2009 Air Force Gen. John Corley, then chief of Air 

Combat Command, said that 95 percent of his branch’s UAV 
sorties were focused on “Southwest Asia,” which to the 
Pentagon means Iraq and Afghanistan. Let’s say just half of 
the remaining five percent of flights occurred in the 
Pentagon’s other major drone battleground, Somalia. Since 
2007 the Air Force’s Predators and Reapers, today numbering 
around 300, have flown nearly a million flight hours. By our 
reckoning, the percentage that may have occurred over East 
Africa — some 25,000 hours over five years — equates to 
around 12 hours of robot flight time per day. And that’s 
assuming the proportion of drone flights devoted to Somalia 
hasn’t increased lately, which in fact it most certainly has. 

Conservatively speaking, it’s possible at least one 
Predator or Reaper drone has been airborne over Somalia half 
the day, every day since the first Predator took off from Camp 
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Lemonnier in 2007. Flights by Global Hawks, Fire Scouts, 
Scan Eagles and Ravens adds to this persistent robot presence. 

For the first four years the aerial robots played a strictly 
supporting role, surveilling and tracking targets for Special 
Operations Forces, gunship attacks, F-15 bombing runs, 
helicopter raids and cruise-missile strikes. When the Predators 
and Reapers began using their own weapons is unclear. The 
first verifiable drone attack occurred on June 23, 2011, after 
which the robotic strikes occurred in rapid-fire fashion. The 
Bureau of Investigative Journalism counted as many as nine 
confirmed drone attacks between June 2011 and today. 

Again, the actual number of strikes is undoubtedly higher. 
If a robotic strike occurs out of sight of reporters or their 
sources, it remains secret. 

Telltale Signs 
The military rarely confirms drone operations over 

Somalia — and the CIA never does. This reporter actually 
witnessed what appeared to be a Predator takeoff from Camp 
Lemonnier in 2009 while waiting to board the destroyer USS 
Donald Cook to cover a counter-piracy mission. The robot 
launch was just part of the flurry of warplane activity I 
observed over the bustling base. Leaving aside from that 
fleeting firsthand sighting, the best evidence of America’s 
African drone war is left by the pilotless warplanes themselves 
… when they crash, or nearly crash. The sheer number of 
flying robots tumbling out of the sky over Somalia seems to 
indicate much more intensive UAV operations than official 
and press reports imply. 

Some of the first evidence of any U.S. drone activity in 
Somalia came in March 2008, when what appeared to be a 
ship-launched UAV tumbled into the sea near Merka, then a 
hotly-contested town in militant-dominated southern Somalia. 
“It’s small and can be carried by three people,” local 
government official Mohamed Mohamoud Helmi said of the 
winged object his constituents dragged from the water. The 
description roughly matches the 40-pound Scan Eagle that the 
Navy uses to shoot video just over the horizon from its ships. 

After the apparent Scan Eagle incident, drones began 
falling from the heavens like zapped insects. On May 13, 
2009, a Predator was destroyed following an incident at what 
Air Force investigators described as a “forward operating 
location.” It probably wasn’t Iraq or Afghanistan, as those 
countries are usually named in crash reports. Nor was the 
location likely to be Pakistan, as drones there are generally 
understood to be the CIA’s responsibility. By process of 
elimination, it seems the 2009 crash was in East Africa. 

2010 seems to have been a pretty safe years for American 
UAVs over Somalia. But in 2011 Predators crashed near 
Camp Lemonnier on Jan. 14, March 15, May 7 and May 17. A 
Reaper plunged into the ground in the Seychelles on Dec. 13, 
2011, and another crash-landed on the island nation on April 4 
this year. Unidentified drones, possibly Ravens, lost their 
power of flight in Mogadishu on Aug. 19, 2011 and Feb. 3 this 
year. 

While not crashes per se, twice drones have nearly caused 
serious accidents in Mogadishu, as pointed out by the U.N. 
monitoring group in its rather defensively-toned report. Last 
November 13, a Raven flew over a delicate U.N. fuel depot, 
alarming the world body’s personnel on the ground who were 
fearful of a crash, the group claimed. And on Jan. 9 a 737 

carrying Ugandan peacekeepers “almost collided with an (sic) 
UAV” on takeoff from the Mogadishu airport. 

The crash reports match the apparent pattern of America’s 
secret East African drone flights: sporadic in the early years, 
steadily increasing before reaching a fever pitch in 2011 and 
2012. 

The crashes also seem to corroborate our guess at the at 
the overall number of drone flight hours in the region. 
Recently Predators have crashed at a rate of just over seven 
per 100,000 flight hours. Reapers crash roughly twice as often. 
Since 2009 the Air Force alone has lost at least four and 
probably five Predators plus two Reapers in East Africa, 
indicating these ‘bots flew at least the 25,000 hours we 
surmise from indirect Air Force statements. 

Robot Effect 
From the evidence we can roughly outline the history of 

America’s secret drone war in Africa. But is the robotic 
campaign against Somalia’s Islamic militants working? That’s 
a much harder question to answer. 

To be sure, the militant threat in Somalia is hard to 
dispute, especially with the homegrown al-Shabaab group 
openly aligning itself with al-Qaeda and pulling off more 
international attacks. “In Somalia, it is indeed worrying to 
witness al-Qaeda’s merger with al-Shabaab, whose ranks 
include foreign fighters, some with U.S. passports,” John 
Brennan, Pres. Barack Obama’s top counterterrorism official, 
said in a rare public speech in April. 

Brennan singled out drones as one of the best weapons in 
the fight against these terrorists. “Remotely piloted aircraft in 
particular can be a wise choice because of geography, with 
their ability to fly hundreds of miles over the most treacherous 
terrain, strike their targets with astonishing precision, and then 
return to base,” he said. “It’s this surgical precision — the 
ability, with laser-like focus, to eliminate the cancerous tumor 
called an al-Qaeda terrorist while limiting damage to the tissue 
around it — that makes this counterterrorism tool so 
essential.” 

But some skeptics point to popular backlash against drone 
strikes as evidence the robots are doing more harm than good. 
In Pakistan, especially, public resentment over American 
UAV attacks could fuel, rather than suppress, militant 
sentiment … and have the unintended effect of driving young 
men into the arms of extremist groups. Would-be Times 
Square bomber Faisal Shahzad, for instance, said the drone 
strikes helped motivate him to carry out his attack. 

In other countries, however , attitudes might be different. 
This spring, University of Virginia researcher Chris Swift 
spent a week interviewing tribal leaders in southern Yemen, 
another target-rich zone for U.S. drones. Swift found that war-
weary rural populations were ambivalent about robot strikes. 
“Nobody in my cohort [of interview subjects] drew a causal 
link between drones on one hand and [militant] recruiting on 
other,” Swift said. 

Somalia is not Yemen, but it’s more similar to Yemen 
than it is to Pakistan. Famed war reporter Robert Young 
Pelton, writing for his SomaliaReport online journal, “found 
most of the people we interviewed in Mogadishu to be 
favorable to the concept” of the drone war. “Keeping in 
mind,” he added, “this is a city in which thousands have been 
killed by indiscriminate shelling and gunfire.” 
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To be sure, not every Somali is so supportive of American 
air attacks in general. During my visit to Mogadishu in late 
2007, a middle-aged school teacher pulled me aside. “You 
Americans,” the man scolded, “you’ll destroy an entire city to 
get three people.” 

Still, the absence so far of popular backlash against 
America’s shadowy robot campaign in Africa should be 

encouraging news for U.S. policymakers. With the war in Iraq 
over and major combat ops in Afghanistan rapidly drawing to 
a close, America is entering a new era of warfare, one in 
which most U.S. conflicts could be waged in the shadows by 
intelligence agents, commandos and high-tech robotic aircraft 
— some merely spies, others armed and primed to kill. 
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36. Five ‘Flattops’ for China? 
(THE DIPLOMAT 13 AUG 12) ... James R. Holmes 

Chinese scholar Wang Haiyun, a major general and one-
time diplomat, thinks China’s navy needs three to five carrier 
task forces to realize Beijing’s maritime strategic ambitions. 
Writing in Globe Magazine, a subsidiary of Xinhua, Wang 
maintains that only such a force can police the three million 
square kilometers of water China claims as its own, break out 
of U.S.-led containment, and “avoid being subject to the 
blackmail of certain countries.” 

I can take or leave Wang’s laundry list of reasons for a 
carrier fleet. He more or less takes a Rhode Island approach: 
throw the pasta against the wall and see what sticks. (Our 
Ocean State is home to an Italian-American community that 
excels at cuisine from the home country.) Roughly speaking, 
we can break down navies into forces that fight for control of 
the sea and those that police the sea once control has been 
won. Aircraft carriers are warfighting assets first and 
foremost. Using them for police duty wastes resources. 

Wang seems to envision fielding carriers to take on U.S.-
Japanese maritime forces in high-end combat. That makes 
sense. Exercising control of the sea, however, is something 
best left to lower-end platforms like corvettes, frigates, and the 
non-naval ships operated by China Marine Surveillance and 
other coast-guard-like services. You don’t need a carrier or 
tactical aircraft to chase fishermen out of Chinese-claimed 
waters, while lower-end ships can be built cheaply and in large 
numbers. Wang’s strategic rationale, then, is a bit of a muddle. 

The number of carriers at which he arrives is about right, 
though, regardless of how he gets there. The old U.S. Navy 
thumb rule is that you divide the total number of ships by 

three, and that’s how many vessels are fully ready for 
operational service at any given moment. Given the rigors of 
shipyard upkeep, crew rest and training, and forward 
deployment, it takes three hulls to keep one on station. In 
recent years our navy has experimented with a “Fleet 
Response Plan” that increases the 3:1 ratio over the short term. 
But the opportunity costs to this scheme are steep, as 
measured in equipment and crew fatigue. The navy can surge 
up to two-thirds of the fleet—but not indefinitely or as a 
matter of routine. 

Wang’s five-carrier figure thus would translate into one or 
two PLA Navy carriers, along with their entourage of escorts, 
ready for sea at any moment. Sounds like one flattop for 
Southeast Asian and one for Northeast Asian contingencies. 
Could China improve on the 3:1 ratio? Maybe. It depends on 
the priority the navy assigns to maintenance, and on how well 
Chinese shipyards execute that all-important function. It also 
depends on what Beijing expects of the fleet. If indeed 
Chinese leaders confine their maritime interests to Chinese-
claimed waters, PLA Navy vessels will steam fewer miles 
than their U.S. Navy counterparts. Less steaming time means 
less wear-and-tear on hardware and fewer demands for 
extended overhauls. (It also means less proficient crews; you 
can’t escape tradeoffs.) 

So, it is conceivable that China’s navy could make a third 
carrier task force of a five-carrier fleet available to the 
political leadership. Color me skeptical—but this offers 
outsiders another benchmark to measure progress as China’s 
navy matures into an oceangoing force. 
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37. Sub Base Dodges A Missile - For Now 
(NEW LONDON DAY 12 AUG 12) ... Editorial 

The tens of thousands of people whose lives and 
livelihoods are connected to the Naval Submarine Base in 
Groton can breathe a deep sigh of relief now that there won't 
be a Base Realignment and Closure process in the immediate 
future. 

But they shouldn't hold their breaths too long, because in 
all likelihood a renewed effort to shut or shift military bases 
across the country, which could include Groton's, will be 
launched as early as next year with the goal of deciding on 
closures by 2015. 

This means state, municipal and business authorities must 
soon begin mounting a strong defense of the sub base, just as 
they did in 2005, the last time BRAC surfaced. 

Back then, when the Pentagon proposed reassigning 
Groton's submarines and Navy commands to existing Navy 
bases in Kings Bay, Ga., and Norfolk, Va., "Team 
Connecticut" was formed that included the governor, the 

congressional delegation, a regional Subase Realignment 
Coalition, chambers of commerce and private citizens. They 
held rallies, sold "Save the Sub Base" T-shirts, wrote countless 
letters and elicited support from a wide range of influential 
people, including former President Jimmy Carter, an ex-
submariner. 

After months of a steady drumbeat, the consortium 
persuaded the Pentagon that it was in the nation's best military 
and financial interests to keep the 687-acre base open. 

These arguments make even more sense today, 
considering potential hostilities involving such nations with 
deep-water access as Iran, North Korea and Syria. 

In addition, since 2005 federal and state and governments 
have spent more than $150 million on various improvements 
to the nearly century-old base, and the town of Groton is 
planning road repairs and land acquisitions that should 
reinforce the value of keeping it open. 
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Still, the closing-realignment process is complex and 
subject to political influences, so it would be a mistake to 
consider the base is "BRAC-proofed, or there won't be another 
BRAC or something like it," Groton Town Manager Mark 
Oefinger warned. "We can't rest on our laurels." 

In announcing on Monday that there would be no new 
round of military base closings next year, Defense Secretary 
Leon Panetta acknowledged Congressional opposition 
influenced his decision. 

"But it's an important debate to have and, frankly, it's not 
going away," he added. 

Secretary Panetta did not have to point out that no major 
political decisions will be made until after the November 
elections. 

The BRAC process, by design, has the potential to 
become a civil war of sorts, pitting regions of the country 

against one another depending on their reliances of and 
alliances with difference defense branches and industries. 

Though the Pentagon has been politically savvy in 
spreading its lucrative contracts around the country, most 
politicians and voters typically embrace the concept of cutting 
the military budget - unless, of course, they live in, work in or 
represent a district that relies heavily on defense spending, 
such as southeastern Connecticut. 

Then, the notion of beating swords (or submarines) into 
plowshares becomes more nuanced; doves become hawks. 

Though the submarine base dodged the BRAC missile in 
2005 the threat of closure always hangs, like the proverbial 
Sword of Damocles, not far above the region's head. 

Those determined to provide for our national security, and 
at the same time preserve the region's economy, realize they 
can't afford to let their guard down. 
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38. Stop Sequestration Cuts 
(NAVY TIMES 20 AUG 12) ... Editorial 

Pentagon leaders are doing what they can to turn up the 
heat on lawmakers to avoid $500 billion in automatic defense 
cuts in January that they say will devastate U.S. national 
security. 

The outline of what the so-called sequestration cuts would 
really mean is slowly coming into focus — and the picture is 
ugly. 

One bit of good news for troops: If sequestration happens, 
the White House says it will shield the military personnel 
budget. That means money for pay and allowances, official 
travel, reassignment moves, retired pay and education benefits 
is safe. 

But unless Congress can find a way to embrace a broader 
deficit reduction deal by Jan. 2, cuts in other areas of the 
defense budget still would hit close to home for troops and 
families. 

For example, construction, maintenance and repairs to 
family housing, schools and other facilities could be delayed 

or canceled commissary hours could be reduced; and 
payments to health care providers under Tricare could be 
delayed, possibly disrupting appointments. 

More broadly, protecting military personnel funds would 
mean bigger cuts in other areas — weapons development and 
purchases, training, logistics and more. 

Sequestration is an irrational doomsday device that 
lawmakers created in the bizarre hope that it would force them 
to do what they apparently cannot do on their own — carry 
out their duties as stewards of the national budget. 

So far, that strategy has failed miserably. The clock is 
ticking, even as Congress is on summer hiatus until mid-
September. 

The nation's fiscal problems must be solved, but 
sequestration isn't the answer. Every American should phone 
or email their senators and representative to demand a broad 
deal to avoid sequestration and tackle the nation's fiscal mess. 
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On This Day In The Navy: 
1945: Captain Sue S. Dauser receives the first Distinguished Service Medal awarded to a nurse. 
  
TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Despite Risks, China Stays At North Korea’s Side To Keep The U.S. At Bay 
(NEW YORK TIMES 13 DEC 12) ... Jane Perlez 

BEIJING — Even though North Korea ignored China’s appeal not to test its new longer-range missile, the new leadership here 
appears intent on remaining a steadfast supporter of its wayward neighbor because it considers the North a necessary buffer against the 
United States and its allies.  

 
2. Syria Took Steps To Activate Chemical Arms 
(WASHINGTON POST 13 DEC 12) ... Joby Warrick 

Western intelligence agencies observed Syrian units making advanced preparations for the potential use of chemical weapons, 
including loading trucks with ready-to-use bombs and shells, prompting President Obama last week to warn Syria against using the 
banned munitions, according to Western and Middle Eastern officials. 

 
3. U.S. To Send 2 Missile Units To Turkey To Deter Syrians 
(NEW YORK TIMES 13 DEC 12) ... Eric Schmitt and Michael R. Gordon 

WASHINGTON — The United States plans to send two Patriot missile batteries and about 400 military personnel to Turkey to 
defend against a possible Syrian missile attack, two allied officials said Thursday.  

 

AASSIIAA  ––  PPAACCIIFFIICC::  
4. North Korea Still Years Away From Reliable Missiles 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 13 DEC 12) ... Foster Klug and Matthew Pennington 

SEOUL — After 14 years of painstaking labor, North Korea finally has a rocket that can put a satellite in orbit. But that doesn’t 
mean the reclusive country is close to having an intercontinental ballistic missile. 

 
5. U.S. Spy Plane Deployed To Find Missing Tuna Fishermen  
(MINDA NEWS 13 DEC 12) ... Allen V. Estabillo  

GENERAL SANTOS CITY — The United States (U.S.) government has dispatched one its maritime surveillance aircrafts to 
augment the ongoing search and rescue operations for hundreds of fishermen from this city and nearby Sarangani province who went 
missing at the height of the Typhoon Pablo last week. 

 
6. Crime, Osprey Add To Okinawan Anger Over U.S. Bases 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 13 DEC 12) ... Yuri Kageyama 

OKINAWA, Japan — For nearly 70 years, Okinawa has gotten more than its share of America's military — more jets rattling 
homes, more crimes rattling nerves. 

 

MMIIDDEEAASSTT::  
7. Obama's 'Red Line' May Be Giving Assad An Opening 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 13 DEC 12) ... Julie Pace 

WASHINGTON -- President Barack Obama's chemical weapons position on Syria may have given Bashar Assad an unintended 
opening: The embattled Syrian leader appears willing to use other deadly tactics, including Scud missiles, without fear of U.S. 
retaliation. 
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8. Russia Positions Itself For Fall Of Syrian Regime 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 13 DEC 12) ... Elizabeth A. Kennedy 

BEIRUT -- Syria's most powerful ally and protector, Russia, began positioning itself Thursday for the fall of President Bashar 
Assad, saying for the first time that rebels might overthrow him and preparing to evacuate thousands of Russian citizens from the 
country. 

 
9. Egypt Scrambles To Prepare For Saturday Vote On New Constitution 
(MCCLATCHY 13 DEC 12) ... Nancy A. Youssef and Amina Ismail 

CAIRO -- Egyptian President Mohammed Morsi’s decision to rush a referendum on a new constitution already has polarized the 
country, which has been wracked by widespread protests over how the document was drafted. 

 
10. Obama Administration Boosts Penalties Against Iran  
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 13 DEC 12) ... Matthew Lee 

WASHINGTON -- The Obama administration on Thursday stiffened penalties on Iran over its nuclear program by blacklisting 12 
companies and individuals for their work in transferring sensitive technology and uranium enrichment. 

 

AAFFGGHHAANNIISSTTAANN::  
11. Bomber Kills American Near Afghan Base After Panetta Visit 
(REUTERS 13 DEC 12) ... Phil Stewart 

A suicide bomber killed one American service member and wounded three other U.S. troops outside a base in southern 
Afghanistan on Thursday shortly after a visit there by U.S. Defense Secretary Leon Panetta, officials said. 

 
12. Obama To Meet Karzai To Talk Of U.S. Troops After 2014 
(BLOOMBERG 13 DEC 12) ... Gopal Ratnam 

Immunity from prosecution for U.S. soldiers in Afghanistan by that nation’s government and control over the detention of Afghan 
suspects may top the agenda when President Barack Obama and Afghan President Hamid Karzai meet in Washington next month.  

 

PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
13. Bigger RX Fees, Free Vaccines And The CRSC Fix 
(STARS AND STRIPES 13 DEC 12) ... Tom Philpott 

Defense Secretary Leon Panetta has urged House-Senate conferees negotiating a final details of the 2013 defense authorization 
bill to support the Obama administration’s “full proposal” for hiking drug co-pays on military family members and retirees. 

 
14. Report: 6 In 10 VA Claim Denials Are In Error 
(NAVY TIMES 13 DEC 12) ... Rick Maze  

A new report on an old problem contains some sad statistics about veterans’ benefits claims: 
 

15. GAO: DoD Can’t Tell If Spouse Job Programs Work 
(NAVY TIMES 13 DEC 12) ... Karen Jowers 

Defense officials are unable to measure the effectiveness of programs that aim to increase spouse employment and make their 
wages more equal to civilian spouses, according to a report. 

 
16. Sailor Dies After Falling Into A Well Deck 
(NAVY TIMES 13 DEC 12) ... Sam Fellman 

A crewmember on amphibious transport dock Carter Hall fell into the ship’s well deck and died Wednesday from his injuries, the 
Navy reported. 

 

AAVVIIAATTIIOONN::  
17. Navy Helicopter Crew Still Hospitalized After 'Hard Landing'  
North Island aircraft had 'in-flight emergency' 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 13 DEC 12) ... Jeannette Steele 

A Navy MH-60R helicopter crash landed at North Island Naval Air Station late Wednesday night, putting all four crew members 
in the hospital. 
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MMAARRIINNEE  CCOORRPPSS::  
18. For 24th MEU, Embassy Mission Was A Close Call 
(MARINE CORPS TIMES 13 DEC 12) ... Gidget Fuentes 

As violent protests erupted across the Middle East and North Africa this fall, the 4,000 Marines and sailors comprising the 24th 
Marine Expeditionary Unit and the Iwo Jima Amphibious Ready Group were on alert, ready to go in. In fact, they remained on that 
status for 150 days, the majority of their deployment in the 5th and 6th Fleet areas of operations. 

 

WWHHIITTEE  HHOOUUSSEE::  
19. Kerry, Hagel Front-Runners To Lead State, Defense 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 14 DEC 12) ... Donna Cassata 

WASHINGTON — Democratic Sen. John Kerry, who unsuccessfully sought the presidency in 2004 and has pined for the job of 
top diplomat, vaulted to the head of President Barack Obama's short list of secretary of state candidates after U.N. Ambassador Susan 
Rice suddenly withdrew from consideration to avoid a contentious confirmation fight with emboldened Republicans. 

 

CCOONNGGRREESSSS  //  BBUUDDGGEETT::  
20. Pentagon Budget Is A Weapon Against Iran, Terrorists 
(BLOOMBERG 13 DEC 12) 

With the threat of more than $500 billion in Pentagon sequestration cuts looming next month, congressional haggling over details 
of the 2013 defense authorization bill may seem like shuffling deck chairs on the Titanic.  

 
21. House Votes To Conference With Senate On Defense Bill 
(THE HILL 13 DEC 12) ... Pete Kasperowicz 

The House on Thursday morning voted to hold a conference with the Senate over the National Defense Authorization Act 
(NDAA), which both chambers have passed. 

 
22. Forbes And Turner HASC Subcommittee Winners 
(POLITICO 13 DEC 12) ... Austin Wright 

The House Armed Services majority subcommittee shuffle for the new 113th Congress has produced a pair of clear winners: 
Republican Reps. Randy Forbes of Virginia and Mike Turner of Ohio. 

 

CCOOMMMMEENNTTAARRYY::  
23. I Made The Right Call  
(WASHINGTON POST 14 DEC 12) ... Susan Rice 

On Thursday I asked that President Obama no longer consider me for the job of secretary of state. I made this decision because it 
is the right step for this country I love. I have never shied away from a fight for a cause I believe in. But, as it became clear that my 
potential nomination would spark an enduring partisan battle, I concluded that it would be wrong to allow this debate to continue 
distracting from urgent national priorities — creating jobs, growing our economy, addressing our deficit, reforming our immigration 
system and protecting our national security. 

 
24. General Disorders 
Why some senior military officers are going off the rails 
(TIME 24 DEC 12) ... Mark Thompson 

When Marine General Anthony Zinni became chief of U.S. Central Command in 1997, he was surprised to find a Navy 
commander working under him whose sole job was to keep track of Zinni's schedule.  

 
25. Despite Risks, China Stays At North Korea’s Side To Keep The U.S. At Bay 
(NEW YORK TIMES 13 DEC 12) ... Jane Perlez 

BEIJING — Even though North Korea ignored China’s appeal not to test its new longer-range missile, the new leadership here 
appears intent on remaining a steadfast supporter of its wayward neighbor because it considers the North a necessary buffer against the 
United States and its allies.  

 
26. What I've Learned: Leon Panetta' 
Could I imagine a world without cursing? Hell, no!' 
(ESQUIRE JAN 13) ... Cal Fussman 

Secretary of Defense, 74, Arlington, Virginia 
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27. Writing On The Wall: Why World Leaders Now Foresee Assad’s Fall 
(WASHINGTON POST 13 DEC 12) ... Max Fisher 

It’s been a bad few days for Syrian leader Bashar al-Assad, as world leaders seem to converge on a new consensus that his days 
really are numbered and that the fall of his regime is imminent.  
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Despite Risks, China Stays At North Korea’s Side To Keep The U.S. At Bay 
(NEW YORK TIMES 13 DEC 12) ... Jane Perlez 

BEIJING — Even though North Korea ignored China’s 
appeal not to test its new longer-range missile, the new 
leadership here appears intent on remaining a steadfast 
supporter of its wayward neighbor because it considers the 
North a necessary buffer against the United States and its 
allies.  

Analysts said that China’s overriding fear was of a 
collapse of the hard-line Communist government in 
Pyongyang, which could lead to the reunification of the 
Korean Peninsula under a government in Seoul allied with the 
United States. China, they said, would consider an American 
presence on its doorstep untenable.  

But China’s unyielding support of Kim Jong-un has a 
serious downside, they added, because it may lead to a result 
nearly as unpalatable: efforts by the United States and its 
regional allies Japan and South Korea to contain China.  

“It stirs up regional security,” said Zhu Feng, a professor 
of international relations at Peking University who favors 
reducing support for North Korea. Without naming the United 
States, he added that the missile launching “facilitates China-
bashers to work on hard-line policies to contain China, or just 
balance China.”  

Obama administration officials were clearly exasperated 
this week with China’s inability to rein in Mr. Kim, saying 
that they were considering a stronger military presence in the 
Asia-Pacific region.  

Beneath the official tolerance of North Korea, a debate 
about the wisdom of remaining loyal to such a world outlier 
and its defiant young leader simmers among analysts who 
strive to influence China’s foreign policy.  

China runs the risk, Dr. Zhu said, of being bunched 
together with North Korea as one of “the two bad guys.”  

“I feel very frustrated,” Dr. Zhu added. “At least we 
should distance ourselves from North Korea. The reality is, as 
long as North Korea can’t change their behavior, then peace 
and stability on the peninsula will be increasingly vulnerable.”  

China has twice asked Mr. Kim, who inherited the 
leadership of North Korea after the death of his father at the 
end of last year, not to proceed with missile tests, and twice he 
has rebuffed the entreaties. Shortly after he came to power, a 
Chinese vice minister of foreign affairs, Fu Ying, visited 
Pyongyang to warn him not to conduct a test. In April, Mr. 
Kim went ahead anyway with a rocket launching, which 
fizzled. Last month, Li Jianguo, a member of the Politburo, 
visited North Korea to again urge restraint.  

Despite their displeasure, China’s leaders see little choice 
but to put up with such indignities.  

The slight pique expressed by the Foreign Ministry on 
Wednesday was not a signal that China would alter its course, 
the analysts said, or back tougher sanctions at the United 
Nations.  

The official reaction was “very hesitant,” said Jin 
Canrong, a professor of international relations at Renmin 
University in Beijing.  

After the missile test, Washington immediately started 
pushing for deeper sanctions at the United Nations and for a 

tightening of existing sanctions that China agreed to after 
earlier rocket launchings.  

“China will not support a resolution; it will favor a 
president’s statement,” said Cai Jian, the deputy director of the 
Center for Korean Studies at Fudan University in Shanghai. A 
president’s statement at the United Nations is considered a 
much weaker form of condemnation than sanctions.  

A major reason for not backing new sanctions is the fear 
that they would provoke North Korea to test another nuclear 
weapon, a far worse prospect than the launching of an 
unarmed rocket like the one on Wednesday, said Jonathan D. 
Pollack, a North Korea expert at the Brookings Institution in 
Washington.  

“The North Koreans demurred from a third nuclear test in 
April, very likely under major Chinese pressure,” Dr. Pollack 
said.  

In 2006 and 2009, North Korea tested a nuclear weapon 
soon after launching missiles. Dr. Pollack said a repeat of that 
action would pose a major test to the Obama administration, as 
well as to the new Chinese leader, Xi Jinping.  

“Pyongyang may have decided now is the time to put 
down a major marker as Obama’s second term approaches and 
as South Korea elects a new president,” he said.  

Beyond the hard strategic questions for the new Chinese 
leadership, the concerns among ordinary Chinese about why 
China bankrolls such a ruthless government should be 
considered, several Chinese analysts said.  

“Internally in China, many voices are questioning all this 
spending on rocket launches instead of on improving people’s 
livelihoods,” said Jia Qingguo, an expert at Peking University.  

The South Korean government recently estimated that 
North Korea had spent $2.8 billion to $3.2 billion since 1998 
on its missile program, said Stephan M. Haggard, a professor 
of Korea-Pacific studies at the University of California, San 
Diego. That amount of money would have bought enough 
corn to feed the country for about three years, Dr. Haggard 
said.  

The debate within China about its relationship with North 
Korea stems from the unusual nature of the alliance. 
Fundamentally, the two governments do not like each other 
and harbor deep mutual suspicions, said Stephanie T. Kleine-
Ahlbrandt, the China and Northeast Asia project director of 
the International Crisis Group in Beijing. When North Korean 
officials visited Singapore this year to get new ideas for Mr. 
Kim’s government, leaders in Beijing — who have sent teams 
of their own to Singapore to study its softer form of one-party 
leadership — became very nervous, she said.  

The larger fear is that any fundamental change in North 
Korea could send waves of refugees into China, who would be 
considerably more difficult to absorb than people of other 
nationalities on China’s borders.  

“For the Chinese,” Ms. Kleine-Ahlbrandt said, “there are 
fewer problems keeping North Korea the way it is than having 
a collapse.”  

Return to Index 
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2. Syria Took Steps To Activate Chemical Arms 
(WASHINGTON POST 13 DEC 12) ... Joby Warrick 

Western intelligence agencies observed Syrian units 
making advanced preparations for the potential use of 
chemical weapons, including loading trucks with ready-to-use 
bombs and shells, prompting President Obama last week to 
warn Syria against using the banned munitions, according to 
Western and Middle Eastern officials. 

Soldiers at one Syrian base were monitored mixing 
precursors for chemical weapons and taking other steps to 
ready the lethal munitions for battlefield use, the officials said. 
It was the first hard evidence that Syria was moving toward 
possible activation of its vast arsenal of chemical weapons, 
which includes nerve gas and other poisons. 

Surveillance photos confirmed that at least one army unit 
began loading special military vehicles that transport bombs 
and artillery shells carrying chemical warheads, according to 
the officials. The moves followed specific orders to elite 
troops to begin preparations for the use of the weapons against 
advancing rebel fighters, the officials said.  

Two Western officials briefed on the intelligence findings 
said that the Syrian government forces stopped the 
preparations late last week and that there was no evidence that 
activated chemical weapons were loaded onto aircraft or 
deployed to the battlefront. 

The officials spoke on the condition of anonymity 
because of the sensitive nature of the intelligence. The Obama 
administration and the CIA declined to answer questions about 
the episode. Defense Secretary Leon E. Panetta said this week 
that the threat had eased, though it had not been eliminated.  

Intelligence analysts said the orders to prepare the 
weapons were issued about two weeks ago. They said it was 
not clear whether the decision came from senior Syrian 
leaders, possibly including President Bashar al-Assad, or from 
a field commander acting on his own, the officials said. 

Since concerns surfaced in the summer that Syria was 
moving chemical weapons among several sites across the 
country, officials in Damascus have repeatedly pledged not to 
use the banned munitions. After the warnings last week from 
Obama and other foreign leaders, the Syrian Foreign Ministry 
repeated that it would not use chemical weapons against the 
rebel forces. 

Still, the discovery that steps had been taken to activate 
weapons at at least one military base alarmed intelligence 
officials, because of fears that a single commander could 
unleash the deadly poisons without orders from higher up the 
chain of command.  

Danger persists  
The latest disclosures, which provide more detail about 

the weapons threat than was previously known, came amid 
reports that Syrian troops have launched short-range, Scud-
type missiles against rebel positions in recent days in an 
escalation of the nearly 21-month-old conflict. Several types 
of surface-to-surface missiles in Syria’s arsenal are capable of 
carrying chemical--weapons warheads. There have been no 
reports that the missiles launched contained chemical 
weapons. 

Syria is known to possess one of the world’s largest 
arsenals of chemical weapons, including stocks of the highly 
lethal nerve agents sarin and VX. The chemicals can be loaded 

into artillery shells, aerial bombs or missile warheads for use 
against troop positions or civilian targets. 

It is unclear whether the warnings from Obama and others 
factored into the Syrian government’s decision to put the 
limited chemical weapons preparations on hold. Syrian 
commanders have shown no hesitancy in using other lethal 
weapons — including cluster bombs and incendiary devices 
— to slow a rebel offensive that is pressing ever closer to the 
capital, the officials said. 

“If the situation becomes more desperate, there’s no 
predicting what will happen,” said a Western diplomat whose 
government tracked the developments as they began unfolding 
nearly two weeks ago. 

On Thursday, NATO Secretary General Anders Fogh 
Rasmussen said Assad’s government appears to be 
approaching collapse, and Russia acknowledged that Syrian 
rebels were making progress in their effort to oust Assad, a 
Moscow ally. 

Although Assad is aware of the dire consequences of 
using chemical weapons, individual commanders could take 
matters into their own hands if their positions are being 
overrun, said a Middle Eastern intelligence official briefed on 
the latest intelligence findings. 

“Once you’ve used the weapons, you know the world is 
coming after you,” the official said. “But if you’re a general 
and you think you’re not going to survive this, you might not 
care.” 

Panetta confirmed Tuesday that the threat appeared to 
have eased after Obama publicly warned Assad of 
“consequences” if he used chemical weapons, which are 
banned under international treaties.  

“We haven’t seen anything new indicating any aggressive 
steps to move forward in that way,” Panetta told reporters 
during a visit to Kuwait. Referring to Obama’s warning to 
Assad, the defense secretary said, “I like to believe he’s got 
the message.” 

A game-changer  
Syria began amassing its chemical weapons arsenal in the 

1970s and 1980s as a counterbalance against a superior-armed 
Israel, its presumed foe in a future conflict. Military and 
intelligence analysts are divided over whether Assad would 
use the munitions against his own people, an act that would 
earn him global condemnation and perhaps trigger an attack 
by Western forces. 

Chemical weapons such as sarin are designed for use 
against massed concentrations of troops and are not regarded 
as particularly effective against insurgencies in close-combat 
situations. Yet, a large-scale use of such munitions could 
devastate the rebels by causing panic and, potentially, 
thousands of casualties. 

“It could change the game in important ways,” said 
Jeffrey White, a military analyst formerly with the Pentagon’s 
Defense Intelligence Agency. “Any use of gas would have a 
terrific psychological impact and cause all kinds of panic.” 

Clouds of poison gas also could kill government 
supporters and troops if a subtle wind shift blows the 
chemicals toward government-held lines, White said. “It 
doesn’t spread for miles,” he said, “but you have to think that 
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any group affected by it will be highly traumatized, and word 
will spread quickly.” 

Depending on the type and quantity of weapons used, the 
attackers could deny access to large swaths of territory 
because of the long-lasting effects of the poisons. Nerve 
agents such as sarin are so deadly that a small drop on the skin 
can kill a person. Even the task of removing or treating 
victims of a chemical attack can prove deadly for rescue 
workers and physicians, weapons experts say.  

Although experts generally agree that any use of chemical 
weapons would seal Assad’s doom, some analysts say the 
embattled Syrian president may not be convinced that the 
international community would strike back. 

“We haven’t seen a lot of willingness in this conflict to 
confront Assad on any level,” said Bilal Saab, director of the 
Institute for Near East and Gulf Military Analysis-North 
America, a think tank based in the United Arab Emirates. 
“Assad needs to be told, not just in words but by actions on 
the ground, that there will be consequences.” 

Return to Index 
 

3. U.S. To Send 2 Missile Units To Turkey To Deter Syrians 
(NEW YORK TIMES 13 DEC 12) ... Eric Schmitt and Michael R. Gordon 

WASHINGTON — The United States plans to send two 
Patriot missile batteries and about 400 military personnel to 
Turkey to defend against a possible Syrian missile attack, two 
allied officials said Thursday.  

The American batteries will be part of a broader push to 
beef up Turkey’s defenses that will also include the 
deployment of four other Patriot batteries — two from 
Germany and two from the Netherlands.  

All six batteries will be under NATO’s command and 
control, scheduled to be operational by the end of January.  

Turkey, which has been supporting the Syrian opposition 
to President Bashar al-Assad, has been worried it is vulnerable 
to Syrian missiles, including Scuds that might be tipped with 
chemical weapons. Those concerns were heightened by 
reports of increased activity at some of Syria’s chemical sites, 
though Defense Secretary Leon E. Panetta said this week that 
intelligence about chemical weapons activity in Syria had 
“leveled off.”  

The recent Scud missile attacks mounted by forces loyal 
to Mr. Assad against rebels in northern Syria have only added 
to Turkey’s concerns. The Scud missiles fired at the rebels 
were armed with conventional warheads, but the attacks 
showed that the Assad government is prepared to use missiles 
as it struggles to slow rebel gains.  

NATO foreign ministers last week endorsed the decision 
to send Patriot batteries to Turkey. The details of how many 
each nation would send were not worked out until this week, 
officials said.  

In preparation for the deployment, allied officials had 
conducted surveys of 10 potential sites, mostly in southeastern 
Turkey, that could be defended by one or more Patriot 
batteries.  

But NATO nations do not have enough batteries to cover 
all of the sites. With tensions building with Iran and North 
Korea defying the United States and its Asian allies by 
launching a long-range rocket, American officials did not want 
to send more than a few Patriot batteries to Turkey, especially 
since it is not clear how long they will be needed.  

But NATO diplomats said that the goal was to show 
enough of a commitment to Turkey’s defense to deter a Syrian 
attack.  

It will take three weeks to ship and deploy the two 
American Patriot batteries, a Defense Department official said.  

One allied official said it might be possible to speed up 
the deployment of the German and Dutch batteries if 
necessary. Each of those nations will also send up to 400 
troops.  

The United States, Germany and the Netherlands are the 
only NATO members that have the advanced PAC-3 Patriot 
system.  

The Patriot batteries in Turkey will be linked to NATO’s 
air-defense system. The response by the missile batteries 
would be nearly automatic, firing interceptor missiles to 
destroy the target by ramming into it, a tactic the military calls 
“hit to kill.”  

Syria denied Thursday that it had fired Scud missiles this 
week. But NATO’s secretary general, Anders Fogh 
Rasmussen, said that the intelligence gathered by the alliance 
indicated that they were Scud-type missiles. “In general, I 
think the regime in Damascus is approaching collapse,” he 
said. “I think now it’s only a question of time.”  

 

Return to Index 
 
 

AASSIIAA  ––  PPAACCIIFFIICC::  
4. North Korea Still Years Away From Reliable Missiles 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 13 DEC 12) ... Foster Klug and Matthew Pennington 

SEOUL — After 14 years of painstaking labor, North 
Korea finally has a rocket that can put a satellite in orbit. But 
that doesn’t mean the reclusive country is close to having an 
intercontinental ballistic missile. 

Experts say Pyongyang is years from even having a shot 
at developing reliable missiles that could bombard the 
American mainland and other distant targets, though it did 
gain attention and the outrage of world leaders Wednesday 

with its first successful launch of a three-stage, long-range 
rocket. 

A missile program is built on decades of systematic, 
intricate testing, something extremely difficult for 
economically struggling Pyongyang, which faces guaranteed 
sanctions and world disapproval each time it stages an 
expensive launch. North Korea will need larger and more 
dependable missiles, and more advanced nuclear weapons, to 
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threaten U.S. shores, though it already poses a threat to its 
neighbors. 

“One success indicates progress, but not victory, and there 
is a huge gap between being able to make a system work once 
and having a system that is reliable enough to be militarily 
useful,” said Brian Weeden, a former U.S. Air Force Space 
Command officer and a technical adviser to the Secure World 
Foundation, a think tank on space policy. 

North Korea’s satellite launch came only after repeated 
failures and hundreds of millions of dollars. It is an 
achievement for young authoritarian leader Kim Jong-un, 
whose late father and predecessor, Kim Jong-il, made 
development of missiles and nuclear weapons a priority 
despite international opposition and his nation’s poverty. 

Mr. Kim said the achievement “further consolidated” the 
country’s status “as a space power,” the government’s official 
Korean Central News Agency reported Thursday. It added that 
Mr. Kim “stressed the need to continue to launch satellites in 
the future.” 

Mr. Kim visited the command center, gave the final 
written launch order and “keenly observed the whole 
processes of the launch” on Wednesday, KCNA reported. It 
said the satellite entered into its orbit 9 minutes and 27 
seconds after the launch, at 9:59 a.m. 

South Korea’s Defense Ministry said Thursday the 
satellite was orbiting normally at a speed of 7.6 kilometers 
(4.7 miles) per second, though it’s not known what mission it 
is performing. North Korean space officials say the satellite 
would be used to study crops and weather patterns. 

Though Pyongyang insists the project is peaceful, it also 
has conducted two nuclear tests and has defied international 
demands that it give up its nuclear weapons program. 

The U.N. Security Council said in a brief statement after 
closed consultations Wednesday that the launch violates 
council resolutions against the North’s use of ballistic missile 
technology, and said it would urgently consider “an 
appropriate response.” 

“This launch is about a weapons program, not peaceful 
use of space,” U.S. State Department spokeswoman Victoria 
Nuland said. Even the North’s most important ally, China, 
expressed regret. 

North Korea long has possessed the components needed 
to construct long-range rockets. Scientists in Pyongyang, 
however, had been trying and failing since 1998 to conduct a 
successful launch. Only this week — their fifth try — did they 
do so, prompting dancing in the streets of the capital. 

North Korea’s far more advanced rival, South Korea, has 
failed twice since 2009 to launch a satellite on a rocket from 
its own territory, and it postponed two attempts in recent 
weeks because of technical problems. 

Each advancement Pyongyang makes causes worry in 
Washington and among North Korea’s neighbors. In 2010, 
U.S. Secretary of Defense Robert M. Gates warned that within 
five years the North could develop an intercontinental ballistic 
missile capable of reaching the United States. 

Wednesday’s launch suggests the North is on track for 
that, said former U.S. defense official James Schoff, now an 
expert on East Asia at the Carnegie Endowment for 
International Peace. 

But he and other experts say the North must still surmount 
tough technical barriers to build the ultimate military threat: a 

sophisticated nuclear warhead small enough to mount on a 
long-range missile, something experts say will be the focus of 
future nuclear tests. 

And despite Wednesday’s launch, Pyongyang also is 
lacking the other key part of that equation: a reliable long-
range missile. 

“If in the future they develop a nuclear warhead small 
enough to put on a rocket, they are not going to want to put 
that on a missile that has a high probability of exploding on 
the launch pad,” David Wright, a physicist with the Union of 
Concerned Scientists who has written extensively about North 
Korea’s missile program, said in an email. 

To create a credible missile program, experts say, North 
Korean technicians need to conduct many more tests that will 
allow them to iron out the wrinkles until they have a missile 
that works more often than it fails. Pyongyang’s past tests 
have been somewhat scattershot, possibly because of the 
heavy international sanctions the rocket and nuclear tests have 
generated. 

North Korea must build a larger missile than the one 
launched Wednesday if it wants to be able to send nuclear 
weapons to distant targets, analysts said. 

The satellite North Korea mounted on the rocket weighs 
only 100 kilograms (220 pounds), according to the office of 
South Korean lawmaker Jung Chung-rae, who was briefed by 
a senior South Korean intelligence official. A nuclear warhead 
would be about five times heavier. 

Other missing parts of the puzzle include an accurate 
long-range missile guidance system and a re-entry vehicle able 
to survive coming back into the atmosphere at the high speeds 
— 10,000 mph — traveled by intercontinental ballistic 
missiles, said Jonathan McDowell of the Harvard-Smithsonian 
Center for Astrophysics in Massachusetts. 

Both are seen as being years off. 
History also shows that first-generation, long-range 

missiles need dozens of test flights before they are accurate 
enough to be deployed. 

The world’s “ICBM club” has just four countries: the 
United States, Russia, China and France, according to Markus 
Schiller, an analyst with Schmucker Technologie in Germany 
and a leading expert on North Korean missiles. 

If North Korea “really intended to become a player in the 
ICBM game, they would have to develop a different kind of 
missile, with higher performance,” Mr. Schiller said. “And if 
they do that seriously, we would have to see flight tests every 
other month, over several years.” 

Mr. Wright said the Unha-3 rocket launched Wednesday 
has a potential range of 8,000 to 10,000 kilometers (4,970 to 
6,210 miles), which could put Hawaii and the northwest coast 
of the mainland United States within range. 

But even if North Korea builds a ballistic missile based on 
a liquid-fueled rocket like the 105-foot-tall Unha-3, it would 
take days to assemble and hours to fuel. That would make it 
vulnerable to attack in a pre-emptive airstrike. Solid-fueled 
missiles developed by the U.S. and Soviet Union are more 
mobile, more easily concealed and ready to launch within 
minutes. 

Money is another problem for Pyongyang. A weak 
economy, chronic food shortages and the sanctions make it 
difficult to sustain a program that can build and operate 
reliable missiles. 
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“I don’t think the young leader has any confidence that 
the home economy could afford a credible deterrent 
capability,” said Zhu Feng, deputy director of the Center for 
International and Strategic Studies at Peking University. 

Mr. Zhu said Pyongyang’s recent launch was a 
negotiating chip, not an immediate threat. He said it was 
intended to stoke tensions abroad in order to improve 
Pyongyang’s position in future international negotiations. 

Mr. Weeden said North Korea may want to create the 
perception that it poses a threat to the United States, but it is 
not likely to go further than that. 

“I expect North Korea to milk this situation for everything 
they can get,” he said. “But I don’t think that perception will 
be matched by the actual hard work and testing needed to 
develop and field a reliable, effective weapon system like the 
ICBMs deployed by the U.S., Russia and China.” 

But Victor Cha, a former White House director for Asia 
policy, warned there has been an unspoken tendency in the 

United States to regard North Korea as a technologically 
backward and bizarre country, underestimating the strategic 
threat it poses. 

“This is no longer acceptable,” he wrote in a commentary. 
North Korea already poses a major security threat to its 

East Asian neighbors. It has one of the world’s largest 
standing armies and a formidable if aging arsenal of artillery 
that could target Seoul, the capital of South Korea. Nearly 
30,000 U.S. forces are based in South Korea, a legacy of the 
1950-53 Korean War that ended with an armistice, not a 
formal peace treaty. 

The North’s short-range rockets also potentially could 
target another core U.S. ally, Japan. 

Darryl Kimball, executive director of the 
nongovernmental Arms Control Association, said those 
capabilities, rather than the North’s future ability to strike the 
U.S., still warrant the most attention. 

Return to Index 
 

5. U.S. Spy Plane Deployed To Find Missing Tuna Fishermen  
(MINDA NEWS 13 DEC 12) ... Allen V. Estabillo  

GENERAL SANTOS CITY — The United States (U.S.) 
government has dispatched one its maritime surveillance 
aircrafts to augment the ongoing search and rescue operations 
for hundreds of fishermen from this city and nearby Sarangani 
province who went missing at the height of the Typhoon Pablo 
last week. 

City Mayor Darlene Antonino-Custodio, chair of the Task 
Force Maritime Search and Rescue-SarGen 
(Sarangani/General Santos City), said Thursday the U.S. 
embassy in Manila has commissioned a P-3C Orion aircraft of 
the U.S. Navy to help search for possible survivors along the 
high seas off the Pacific Ocean and Indonesia’s territorial 
waters. 

She said the deployment of the P-3C Orion aircraft was 
facilitated by officials of the U.S. Agency for International 
Development, which has been assisting the relief operations 
for typhoon victims in the provinces of Compostela Valley 
and Davao Oriental. 

 “This will be a big help to us since the aircraft will 
enable the rescue teams to cover a wider portion of the search 
area at the soonest possible time,” the mayor said in a press 
briefing. 

A U.S. Navy website described the P-3C Orion as a “four-
engine turboprop anti-submarine and maritime surveillance 
aircraft.” 

It was originally designed as a “land-based, long-range, 
anti-submarine warfare (ASW) patrol aircraft and has evolved 

in the late 1990s and early 21st century to include surveillance 
of the battle space, either at sea or over land.” 

It has a long range and a long loiter time, and has 
advanced submarine detection sensors such as directional 
frequency and ranging (DIFAR) sonobuoys and magnetic 
anomaly detection (MAD) equipment, it said. 

Navy Commander Lued Lincuna, task force 
spokesperson, said the P-3C Orion is very ideal for maritime 
search and rescue operations as it has longer endurance or 
loiter time when compared to other aircraft. 

He said they did not consider utilizing rescue choppers for 
the operation since their normal loiter time could only last 
around three hours. 

 “Its (P-3C Orion) flight time could last 16 hours and it 
could fly closer to the search area being a fixed wing aircraft,” 
he told MindaNews. 

Lincuna said Philippine Navy and Air Force personnel are 
quite familiar with the P-3C Orion since they were used by the 
U.S. Navy during the past Pagsasama and joint Cooperation 
Afloat Readiness and Training or CARAT exercises in the 
country. 

Lincuna said the aircraft, which was dispatched from a 
U.S. Navy base in Japan, arrived at the Philippine Air Force’s 
Villamor air base in Pasay City on Thursday morning and will 
fly to Davao City later in the day. 

He said the P-3C Orion will be temporarily based at the 
Davao City airport to facilitate easier refueling for the aircraft 
and the billeting of its pilots. 

Return to Index 
 

6. Crime, Osprey Add To Okinawan Anger Over U.S. Bases 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 13 DEC 12) ... Yuri Kageyama 

OKINAWA, Japan — For nearly 70 years, Okinawa has 
gotten more than its share of America's military — more jets 
rattling homes, more crimes rattling nerves. 

It's the only Japanese island invaded by U.S. land forces 
during World War II. It endured 27 years under U.S. 
administration, and it continues to host two-thirds of Japan's 
U.S. bases. 

The 1995 rape of a schoolgirl by two Marines and a Sailor 
spread rage across the island of about 1.4 million. Now 
another rape and other crimes allegedly by U.S. servicemen 
have triggered a new wave of anger, though the suspects make 
up a tiny portion of the 28,000 U.S. troops stationed here. 

Some Okinawans get emotional just talking about the 
stress they feel living in the U.S. military's shadow. 
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"Everywhere, everyone who has a daughter is feeling this 
way," said Tomoharu Nakasone, a father of four daughters, 
choking back tears. 

Nakasone, who runs an FM radio station, grew up with 
the bases and thought he was used to the idea, even forgiving a 
fatal 2009 hit-and-run by a serviceman as a mistake. But he 
was outraged by the latest rape — in a parking lot in October 
— and petrified by a bizarre incident weeks later in which a 
13-year-old boy was beaten in his own home while watching 
TV, allegedly by a U.S. airman. 

"Entering someone's home is simply not normal. It is the 
lowest of human behavior," he said. 

There has always been a degree of strain between 
Okinawans and U.S. troops, but it has grown more 
pronounced in recent months, not only because of crime but 
because of safety concerns surrounding the MV-22 Osprey, a 
U.S. hybrid aircraft with tilting rotors recently brought to the 
island. 

The U.S. troops, mostly Marines and Air Force, are 
stationed on Okinawa under a bilateral alliance that's the 
cornerstone of Tokyo's foreign policy. 

U.S. Ambassador John Roos and the commander of the 
U.S. forces in Japan have apologized for the crimes, promised 
to cooperate with the Japanese police investigations and 
increased restrictions on troops. 

"We take the relationship with Japan very serious," U.S. 
Forces Japan spokesman Lt. Col. David Honchul said. "That's 
why these actions have all taken place because we are trying 
to show the citizens of Japan that we take this serious, and we 
are going to address this. And it's also telling our own service 
members that we take this very seriously." 

After the October rape, an 11 p.m.-to-5 a.m. curfew was 
set for all military personnel in Japan. 

The rules were tightened further after a drunken driving 
accident off-base last month. Now U.S. troops in Okinawa are 
barred from buying or consuming alcohol off-base. Even on-
base, sales of alcohol stop from 10 p.m. to 8 a.m. 

Despite the military's efforts, many Okinawans sound fed 
up with American troops. 

"They are being trained to kill for war. They can't look at 
a person as a human being," said Hiyori Mekaru, a 40-year-old 
nurse who has lived all her life on Okinawa. "I am angry. I 
don't want this kind of future, where we must have our 
children grow up, learning the names of military planes." 

Ironically, the U.S. military's influence over Okinawans is 
evident even in their protests against the bases. They shout at 
passing cars, "Get out of here!" and "We hate you!" in good 
vernacular English that is unusual for most Japanese but 
typical for Okinawans. During one recent rally protesters 
closed by singing "We Shall Overcome." 

Okinawans got their hopes up about getting rid of the 
bases in 2009, when the Democratic Party of Japan seized 
control from the conservatives that have ruled the country 
almost incessantly since the end of World War II. 

The prime minister at the time, Yukio Hatoyama, 
promised that the rest of Japan would share in the burden of 
hosting American bases. But almost as soon as he made his 
promise, he was kicked out of office. 

The Okinawan bases have faded to a non-issue in 
Sunday's nationwide parliamentary elections, which are 
dominated by concerns about the country's nuclear disaster 
and economic malaise. Japan has had one prime minister after 
another over the past several years, making any negotiations 
difficult. 

And so the plan to relocate Marine Corps Air Station 
Futenma, promised after the 1995 rape, to coastal and less 
densely populated Henoko on another part of Okinawa has 
gone nowhere. 

Yoshikazu Tamaki, an Okinawan prefectural (state) 
legislator, said keeping the bases on an island that makes up 
less than 0.5 percent of Japan's territory is "systematic 
discrimination." 

He said he is disgusted by how Okinawa has been treated 
by its own government, and suggested that officials in 
Washington are more sympathetic about Okinawa's plight than 
those in Tokyo. 

"These are young soldiers here, maybe 18, maybe 20," he 
said. "They are waging war every day. They are coming to 
Okinawa as a military base. The way we feel and the way they 
feel will never meet." 

Japan must weigh Okinawans' complaints against its 
relationship with the U.S. military, which it values all the 
more as Tokyo quarrels with China over several small islands 
and watches nuclear-armed North Korea test its missile 
technology, most recently with a rocket launch Wednesday. 

Okinawans are angry that Japan approved the deployment 
of the 12 Osprey aircraft, which began in October, though the 
government has asked for and received additional assurances 
of the aircraft's safety. 

Washington says the Osprey is safe and is needed to 
ensure regional security. Okinawans are concerned about two 
Osprey crashes earlier this year, in Florida and Morocco, and 
because Futenma, where the aircraft make nearly daily test 
flights, is smack in the middle of the crowded residential area 
of Ginowan. 

Honchul said the Osprey is "a very safe and capable 
aircraft" that has operated on the island without incident. 
Investigations into the two crashes did not find fault with the 
aircraft, he said. 

Okinawans, however, remember how a U.S. helicopter 
dropped eight years ago into the Okinawa International 
University campus, next to Futenma base. No one was killed 
and no civilians were injured in the accident. 

Over the last several months, dozens of people have been 
gathering daily at a Futenma gate to protest the Osprey. 
Kazunobu Akamine, who makes and delivers lunches for a 
living, was among the most boisterous protesters. 

He said his son was nearly killed in the 2004 helicopter 
crash; he had gone to the university to pick up empty lunch 
boxes. Talking as if World War II were yesterday, he said his 
grandfather was fatally shot in the head while hiding in the 
mountains from U.S. soldiers. 

Akamine also talked about how proud he was of his 
father, who supported his family by checking cargo on the 
U.S. base, but also secretly participated in anti-base rallies. 

"There are so many people like that in Okinawa," 
Akamine said. 

Return to Index 
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MMIIDDEEAASSTT::  
7. Obama's 'Red Line' May Be Giving Assad An Opening 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 13 DEC 12) ... Julie Pace 

WASHINGTON -- President Barack Obama's chemical 
weapons position on Syria may have given Bashar Assad an 
unintended opening: The embattled Syrian leader appears 
willing to use other deadly tactics, including Scud missiles, 
without fear of U.S. retaliation. 

The White House casts Assad's escalation against rebel 
forces as a sign of his growing desperation as his opposition 
gets stronger and enjoys more international support, including 
from the United States. But some human rights groups and 
Middle East experts say Obama's "red line" has given Assad a 
green light to launch attacks on his own people through other 
conventional means. 

Obama has said Syria's use or movement of its chemical 
weapons stockpile would change his "calculus" about a 
conflict the U.S. has been loath to intervene in militarily. 

Max Boot, a senior fellow at the Council on Foreign 
Relations and former adviser to Republican presidential 
campaigns, said Obama publicly staking out a red line like that 
"has the unintended consequence of seeming to ratify anything 
short of the use of chemical weapons." 

More than 40,000 people have died during Assad's two-
year crackdown on rebels, according to activists. Opposition 
fighters have seized large swaths of territory in northern Syria 
along the border with Turkey and appear to be expanding their 
control outside Damascus, pushing the fight closer to Assad's 
seat of power in the capital. 

As Assad has come under greater pressure, he has steadily 
escalated his methods for fighting insurgents. U.S. officials 
said the Syrian regime launched more than a half-dozen Scud 
missiles in recent days. It's the first time the Assad 
government has used such weapons. 

Further testing Obama's red line, recent U.S. intelligence 
reports showed the Syrian regime may be readying its 
chemical weapons and could be desperate enough to use them. 
Those reports drew a sharp warning from Obama, but 
administration officials said the intelligence fell short of the 
president's threshold for more direct U.S. intervention in the 
conflict. 

Despite Assad's escalating attacks, officials also say the 
president is not considering reevaluating his red line on Syria. 
He first articulated it in August, and officials say the U.S. 
defines movement as Assad handing over the weapons to a 
terrorist group like Hezbollah. 

Obama has never publicly stated how the U.S. would 
respond if Assad does cross the red line and deploy or prepare 
to deploy its chemical weapons. Current and former U.S. 
officials who have been briefed on the matter say options 
being considered include aerial strikes or limited raids by 
regional forces to secure the stockpiles. They say the 
administration remains reluctant to dispatch U.S. forces to 
Syria, but a U.S. special operations training team is in 
neighboring Jordan, teaching troops there how to safely secure 
chemical weapons sites, together with other troops from the 
region. 

"Our policy remains what it was," White House press 
secretary Jay Carney said Thursday. "We believe that 
providing continued support to the Syrian people and non-
lethal support to the opposition is the right approach." 

Obama long has called for Assad to leave power, and the 
U.S. this week formally recognized the rebel-led Syrian 
Opposition Council as the country's sole legitimate 
representative. But the U.S., weary after years of war in 
Afghanistan and Iraq, wants to avoid sending American troops 
into Syria to stem the violence and risk getting drawn into 
another protracted Middle East conflict. 

Officials say Obama settled on the use or proliferation of 
chemical weapons as his red line because there would be 
international consensus that such a step would be 
unacceptable. But those assertions have only increased 
frustrations among many in the region who question why 
Assad's other actions have not generated similar promises of 
international action. 

"We hear a lot from people on the ground who say, `So 
we won't be killed by chemical weapons, but killing us with a 
machine gun is OK?" said Nadim Houry, a Beirut-based 
official with the international organization Human Rights 
Watch. 

Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton said last week 
"there is no doubt that there's a line between even the horrors 
that they've already inflicted on the Syrian people and moving 
to what would be an internationally condemned step of 
utilizing their chemical weapons." 

The Assad government insists it would not use such 
weapons against Syrians, though it carefully does not admit to 
having them. The regime is party to the 1925 Geneva Protocol 
banning chemical weapons in war. 
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8. Russia Positions Itself For Fall Of Syrian Regime 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 13 DEC 12) ... Elizabeth A. Kennedy 

BEIRUT -- Syria's most powerful ally and protector, 
Russia, began positioning itself Thursday for the fall of 
President Bashar Assad, saying for the first time that rebels 
might overthrow him and preparing to evacuate thousands of 
Russian citizens from the country. 

The head of NATO echoed the Russian assessment, 
saying the Syrian government is near collapse following a 
nearly two-year conflict that has killed more than 40,000 
people and threatened to ignite the Middle East. Assad appears 
to be running out of options, with insurgents at the gates of the 

capital and the country fracturing under the weight of a 
devastating civil war. 

"An opposition victory can't be excluded, unfortunately, 
but it's necessary to look at the facts: There is a trend for the 
government to progressively lose control over an increasing 
part of the territory," Russian Deputy Foreign Minister 
Mikhail Bogdanov, Moscow's Middle East envoy, said during 
hearings at a Kremlin advisory body. 

Still, Bogdanov gave no immediate signal that Russia 
would change its pro-Syria stance at the U.N. Security 
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Council, where Moscow has shielded Damascus from world 
sanctions. 

The U.S. commended Russia "for finally waking up to the 
reality and acknowledging that the regime's days are 
numbered," State Department spokeswoman Victoria Nuland 
said. 

"We call on Russia to work with us ... work with the 
various stakeholders in Syria to start moving towards a 
transitional structure, and we would like to have their help in 
doing that," she added. 

Russia's acknowledgment that Assad could lose the fight 
is an embarrassing blow to the regime, which describes the 
rebels as terrorists sent from abroad with no popular support. 

But the rebels have made significant gains in recent 
weeks, seizing large swaths of territory in the north and 
expanding their control on the outskirts of the capital, pushing 
the fight closer to Assad's seat of power. 

The opposition still faces enormous obstacles, however, 
including the fact that some of its greatest battlefield successes 
are by extremist groups the West does not want to see running 
Syria - something that could hamper international support. 

On Wednesday, the U.S., Europe and their allies 
recognized the newly reorganized opposition leadership, 
giving it a stamp of credibility even though it remains to be 
seen if the new bloc holds much sway with the fighters on the 
ground. 

At the same time, the regime has come under fresh 
condemnation as Western officials raise concerns that Assad 
might use chemical weapons against rebels in an act of 
desperation. The U.S. and NATO also say Assad's forces have 
fired Scud missiles at rebel areas. 

"We can't confirm details of the missiles, but some of the 
information indicates they were Scud-type missiles," NATO 
Secretary-General Anders Fogh Rasmussen said Thursday in 
Brussels. "In general, I think the regime in Damascus is 
approaching collapse. I think now it's only a question of time." 

Syria denied the Scud allegations. The government also 
has been careful not to confirm it has chemical weapons, while 
insisting it would never use such weapons against its own 
people. Syria is believed to have a formidable arsenal of 
chemical weapons, including sarin and mustard gas, although 
the exact dimensions are not known. 

At Thursday's hearings in Moscow, Bogdanov said the 
Foreign Ministry is preparing evacuation plans for thousands 
of its citizens, most of whom are Russian women, married to 
Syrian men, and their children. 

"We are dealing with issues related to the preparation for 
evacuation," Bogdanov said. "We have mobilization plans. We 
are finding out where our citizens are." 

Russia's ties to Syria date back to Assad's father, Hafez, 
who ruled from 1971 until his death in June 2000. In the last 
four decades, Russia has sold Syria billions of dollars' worth 
of weapons. A change in power in Damascus could not only 
cost Russia lucrative trade deals, but also reduce Russia's 
political and strategic interests in the Arab world. 

Those interests include a naval facility at the Syrian port 
of Tartus - the only naval base Russia has outside the former 
Soviet Union. 

The Russians also strongly oppose a world order 
dominated by the United States, and they are keen to avoid a 

repeat of last year's NATO air campaign that led to the ouster 
of Libyan leader Moammar Gadhafi, a former ally of Moscow. 

Bogdanov's remarks will likely be seen in Damascus as a 
betrayal of longstanding ties. There was no immediate reaction 
from the Syrian regime. 

Abu Bilal al-Homsi, an activist based in a rebel-held 
neighborhood of Homs in central Syria, said he is encouraged 
by Bogdanov's comments because Russia is in a position to 
know about the strength of Assad's forces. 

"The Russians know his capabilities and his military 
force. Russia knows what warplanes and what weapons he 
has," Abu Bilal said via Skype. "The Free Syrian Army is on 
the verge of strangling Damascus, and this indicates that the 
regime is reaching an end," he added, referring to the main 
rebel fighting force. 

Fyodor Lukyanov, the editor of the magazine Russia in 
Global Affairs, agrees the Russian stance may reflect new 
information about the situation on the ground. 

"A public statement like that appears to indicate that the 
balance is shifting," he said. 

Analysts say that by backing Damascus, Russia has lost 
any chance of holding any influence in a post-Assad Syria. 
Now, Lukyanov says, the Kremlin wants to distance itself 
from the crisis even though Moscow believes the violence will 
continue after Assad's fall. 

"If Syria plunges deeper into violence after the regime's 
fall, Russia would say: We have warned you that it would 
happen." 

Meanwhile, violence was escalating in and around the 
capital. 

Syrian state TV said that a car bomb went off Thursday in 
Jdeidet Artouz, a suburb southwest of Damascus, killing eight 
people. 

In an online video that activists said showed the bomb's 
aftermath, dozens of people scrambled over piles of rubble 
looking for survivors. When two men dragging a woman away 
accidentally lifted her shirt, someone yelled to them, "Cover 
her! Cover her!" Other men pulled a wounded man from the 
rubble, his face covered in blood and his clothes gray with 
dust. 

A bomb near a school in the Damascus suburb of Qatana 
killed 16 people, at least half of them women and children, the 
state news agency SANA reported. 

The blasts were the latest in a string of similar bombings 
in and around Damascus that have killed dozens of people in 
the last two days, state media said. 

The government blames the bombings on terrorists, the 
term it uses to refer to rebel fighters. While no one has 
claimed responsibility for the bombs, some have targeted 
government buildings and killed officials, suggesting that 
rebels who don't have the firepower to engage Assad's elite 
forces in the capital are resorting to guerrilla measures. 

Similar attacks hit four sites Wednesday in and around 
Damascus. Three bombs collapsed walls of the Interior 
Ministry building, killing at least five people. One of the dead 
was a parliament member, Abdullah Qairouz, SANA reported. 

Assigning responsibility for the blasts remains difficult 
because rebels tend to blame attacks that kill civilians on the 
regime without providing evidence, while competing groups 
often claim successful operations. 
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The conflict began amid the Arab Spring in March 2011 
as peaceful protests against the Assad family dynasty, which 
has ruled Syria for four decades. But a ferocious crackdown 
on demonstrators led many to take up arms against the 
government, and the uprising soon transformed into a civil 
war. 

As the death toll mounted, Assad, a 47-year-old eye 
doctor by training, has become a global pariah. Russia, China 
and Iran are among his last remaining allies. 

On Thursday, Bogdanov warned that it would take the 
opposition a long time to defeat the regime and said Syria 
would suffer heavy casualties. 

"The fighting will become even more intense, and you 
will lose tens of thousands and, perhaps, hundreds of 
thousands of people," he said. "If such a price for the ouster of 
the president seems acceptable to you, what can we do? We, 
of course, consider it absolutely unacceptable." 
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9. Egypt Scrambles To Prepare For Saturday Vote On New Constitution 
(MCCLATCHY 13 DEC 12) ... Nancy A. Youssef and Amina Ismail 

CAIRO -- Egyptian President Mohammed Morsi’s 
decision to rush a referendum on a new constitution already 
has polarized the country, which has been wracked by 
widespread protests over how the document was drafted. 

Now the balloting itself appears likely to heighten those 
divisions. With just two days to go before Egyptians are to 
begin voting on the constitution, there are signs that the rushed 
vote will be marred by irregularities, a shortage of judges and 
far fewer international monitors than in past elections. 

That’s likely to mean that questions about the legitimacy 
of the vote will exacerbate tensions and lead to more protests 
and possibly violence. Nine Egyptians died after pro- and anti-
Morsi demonstrators clashed last week. 

On Thursday, the largest opposition group, the National 
Salvation Front, said it wouldn’t recognize the results if the 
voting weren’t transparent and “legitimate.” It claimed that it 
already had found evidence of rigged votes in the international 
balloting that took place earlier this week, including marked 
lists suggesting that voters had participated when they had not 
and polling stations that closed early. The government denied 
the charges.  

The group also insisted on international monitors at 
polling stations. But to date, the largest groups that have 
monitored past elections here, including the Carter Center 
from the United States, have said they don’t have time to 
prepare. Instead, only Egyptians will monitor the process.  

That seemed likely to lead to complaints that the monitors 
themselves are biased. The Muslim Brotherhood, the group 
through which Morsi rose to prominence, very likely will have 
the most monitors. Meanwhile, opposition groups were 
pleading Thursday for volunteers to register as monitors. 

Egyptians spent months preparing for the May and June 
presidential elections. International monitoring groups took 
months to help guide and fund the process. But this 
referendum has been pulled together so fast that the judges 
who are intended to oversee it are scrambling to figure out 
what they’re supposed to do.  

At the High Elections Commission headquarters Thursday 
in Cairo, judges who’d come to find out which polling stations 
they’d been assigned to were told to come back later. Many 
who did know their assignments said they still hadn’t been 
given the voter rolls they needed to conduct the elections.  

Workers said privately that the elections commission 
didn’t have enough judges and the vote would be “messy.”  

The shortage of judges – thousands are boycotting the 
referendum to protest Morsi’s decision to give himself 

absolute judicial authority – forced the government to set two 
dates for voting so that the judges can be double-tasked. 

Egyptians in the nation’s 10 largest governorates, 
including Cairo and Alexandria, will vote Saturday. The rest 
of the country will consider the constitution on Dec. 22. 

The system is likely to contribute to tensions over the 
referendum’s outcome, with the results of the first day of 
voting being released before those voting on the second day 
have cast their ballots. Some already are complaining that will 
influence how the later voters decide. 

Ahmed Abaza, a judge who’s among those who decided 
to boycott the referendum, decried a process that he said had 
“no transparency or proper organization.” 

That doesn’t mean the process will be rigged, he added. 
But it does open the constitution to the perception that it will 
be tainted before it can be implemented.  

“This is not a proper process,” Abaza said.  
Despite that, the election commission says there are 

enough judges. Judge Zaqhlaul El Balshy, the commission’s 
secretary-general, said there would be 6,276 polling stations 
open Saturday and that there were enough judges for each, as 
9,881 judges had agreed to participate.  

El Balshy rejected claims that those judges who chose to 
participate are largely ones who support Morsi and the 
Brotherhood. 

“It will be transparent,” El Balshy said. “Anyone who 
wants to monitor can monitor. The judges know they must be 
fair.” 

So far, it appears that the army and police are the best 
prepared. They have plans to secure the polling stations. 

The rushed nature of the referendum is the result of a long 
string of developments stretching back to Morsi’s declaration 
in November that his decisions were exempt from judicial 
oversight. The decree was intended to undercut an expected 
Supreme Constitutional Court ruling that the assembly that 
was writing a new constitution was illegally constituted. 

Morsi had intended for the assembly to work another two 
months, but the decree sparked an outpouring of protest. 
Rather than risk an adverse court ruling, the constitutional 
assembly pushed itself to complete work on the 236-article 
document in an all-night session before the court could act. 
Morsi then set the referendum. 

That only angered opponents more. Morsi said in a 
national address last week that if the constitution didn’t pass, 
he’d call for an election for a new assembly. 

That pacified some opponents. But protests by those who 
support and oppose the constitution are set for Friday, and 
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analysts predict that there will be more such demonstrations after the referendum’s results are known. 
Return to Index 
 

10. Obama Administration Boosts Penalties Against Iran  
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 13 DEC 12) ... Matthew Lee 

WASHINGTON -- The Obama administration on 
Thursday stiffened penalties on Iran over its nuclear program 
by blacklisting 12 companies and individuals for their work in 
transferring sensitive technology and uranium enrichment. 

The departments of State and Treasury announced 
sanctions against seven more companies and five more people, 
freezing any assets they may have in U.S. jurisdictions and 
barring Americans from doing business with them. The 
Treasury Department says they were targeted because they 
provide the Iranian government with "unique goods, 
technology and services" related to the nuclear program that 
violates U.N. Security Council resolutions. 

The U.S. and its allies accuse Iran of seeking to develop 
atomic weapons. Iran insists its program is for peaceful 
purposes only. 

"So long as Iran continues to pursue a nuclear program in 
defiance of multiple U.N. Security Council resolutions, the 
U.S. will target those involved in Iran's illicit enrichment 
activities," the Treasury Department said in a statement. "The 
entire world has made it clear that these activities are 
unacceptable and only serve to increase Iran's isolation." 

The new penalties apply to the procurement arms of the 
Atomic Energy Organization of Iran, which has been subject 
to U.S. sanctions since 2005, and the Iran Centrifuge 
Technology Company, which was first sanctioned in 2011, 
along with top executives. 
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AAFFGGHHAANNIISSTTAANN::  
11. Bomber Kills American Near Afghan Base After Panetta Visit 
(REUTERS 13 DEC 12) ... Phil Stewart 

A suicide bomber killed one American service member 
and wounded three other U.S. troops outside a base in 
southern Afghanistan on Thursday shortly after a visit there by 
U.S. Defense Secretary Leon Panetta, officials said. 

Panetta dismissed the attack as a desperate and futile 
attempt by insurgents to sow chaos in Afghanistan. 

He announced that Afghan President Hamid Karzai would 
head to the United States in the week of Jan 7. for talks with 
President Barack Obama on the future the U.S. presence in 
Afghanistan after the NATO-led mission ends in 2014. 

But the attack, which was reported to have wounded more 
than a dozen Afghans, was a reminder of how insurgent 
violence is still adding to the death toll in the 11-year war -- 
even as the United States and its allies prepare to hand over 
security to the Afghans. 

"That was the type of attack that we've seen throughout 
the country," Panetta said. "This is what they resort to in order 
to try to continue to try to stimulate chaos in this country. 
They will not be successful at doing that." 

Panetta traveled to Afghanistan in part to firm up options 
to present to Obama about how many troops to keep in the 
country once the NATO combat mission ends. 

To that end, Panetta said Karzai and Obama would in 
Washington "discuss a shared vision of Afghanistan beyond 
2014," including discussions about residual U.S. troop levels. 
Panetta did not rule out the possibility that an announcement 
could be made at that time. 

"Ultimately I assume that when they feel it is appropriate, 
that (the size of the residual U.S. force) will be revealed to not 
only the American people, but the Afghan people as well," 
Panetta said, flanked by Karzai at a news conference in Kabul. 

Obama campaigned for re-election partly on a promise to 
wind down the war in Afghanistan. One U.S. official has told 
Reuters that options under consideration included keeping as 
few as 6,000 troops in Afghanistan, compared to 68,000 now. 

Blood Spilled 
At the start of their private meeting at Karzai's palace in 

Kabul, the president asked Panetta about the attack at 
Kandahar Airfield and whether the insurgents knew he was 
visiting the base. Panetta responded that the attack was on the 
outskirts of the base after he was gone. 

The suicide car bomber rammed into an armored vehicle 
at approximately 5:15 p.m. around the perimeter of Kandahar 
Airfield, in the country's south. Just hours earlier, Panetta had 
praised U.S. troops there for their sacrifice and noted the death 
toll from the Afghan conflict. 

"We've spilled a lot of blood here -- all of you have 
spilled a lot of blood... Over 2,000...have been killed in action 
here," he said. 

"But the bottom line is that those sacrifices, all of those 
sacrifices are not in vain. We have made good progress in 
achieving the mission that we have embarked upon -- and it's 
because of you." 

A trip by Panetta to Afghanistan in March was 
overshadowed by an attack on his welcoming party by an 
Afghan translator, who drove a stolen vehicle onto the runway 
ramp. At some point the man set himself on fire in a failed 
attempt to detonate the vehicle and died of his injuries. 

U.S. military commanders, briefing media traveling with 
Panetta this week, have praised the growing capabilities of the 
Afghan Army and, after a rapid buildup in its troop levels, 
suggested Afghan forces would be able to be able to secure the 
country once most foreign troops depart. 

U.S. Major General Lawrence Nicholson, who runs day-
to-day operations for the NATO-led mission in Afghanistan, 
said on Wednesday that Afghan forces would not be perfect in 
2015 but would be up to the job, with very limited U.S. 
support. 

At Kandahar Airfield, the top NATO commander of the 
southern region of Afghanistan said he would need fewer 
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troops there next year because of security gains and the 
growing capability of the Afghans. 

"I fully expect by next summer we will have less ISAF 
forces here -- because we'll need less ISAF forces," Major 
General Robert Abrams said. 
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12. Obama To Meet Karzai To Talk Of U.S. Troops After 2014 
(BLOOMBERG 13 DEC 12) ... Gopal Ratnam 

Immunity from prosecution for U.S. soldiers in 
Afghanistan by that nation’s government and control over the 
detention of Afghan suspects may top the agenda when 
President Barack Obama and Afghan President Hamid Karzai 
meet in Washington next month.  

“The question of immunity for U.S. troops is of 
tremendous importance to the U.S.,” Karzai said yesterday at a 
news conference in Kabul with U.S. Defense Secretary Leon 
Panetta. “We in Afghanistan have certain important issues as 
well,” including “question of detentions and taking of 
detainees that directly touch on Afghan sovereignty.”  

Panetta said Karzai had accepted Obama’s invitation to 
visit Washington during the week of Jan. 7. The U.S. and 
Afghanistan are attempting to negotiate a “status of forces 
agreement” for an American military contingent to provide air 
support, training and other assistance after 2014, when Obama 
has pledged to remove most of the 66,000 U.S. forces now in 
the country.  

The U.S. pulled its remaining troops out of Iraq last year 
after failing to reach an accord on immunity.  

Before “I can go to the Afghan people and speak on the 
subject of U.S. troops’ immunity,” Karzai said yesterday he 
needs agreement in a continuing dispute over whether the U.S. 
can hold Afghan suspects as well as assurances that the U.S. 
will protect Afghanistan’s interests in the region and help 
build its military forces.  

Meeting Commanders  
Panetta, who visited Kabul and Kandahar, met with U.S. 

commanders in the country to assess progress in training 
Afghan military and police forces to take over the war against 
insurgents after 2014.  

U.S. Marine General John Allen, commander of coalition 
forces in Afghanistan, is preparing proposals on the pace of 
troop withdrawals. Panetta has said the decision may be made 
within weeks.  

U.S. commanders offered reporters traveling with Panetta 
a mostly upbeat assessment of improving Afghan military 
capabilities and waning enemy attacks.  

The continuing threat of insurgent attacks was 
underscored yesterday when a U.S. soldier died and three 
soldiers were hurt in a suicide car-bomb attack near Kandahar, 
hours after Panetta left the air base there. A number of 
Afghans also were injured in the attack.  

Taliban Strength  
The insurgents are resorting to such attacks even as the 

Afghan army and police are trying to secure large populated 
areas, Panetta said.  

“They are trying to stimulate chaos in the country, but 
they will not be successful,” he said.  

The attack, for which the Taliban claimed responsibility, 
came a few hours after Army Major General Robert Abrams, 
commander of the International Security Assistance Force’s 
Regional Command-South based in Kandahar, told reporters 
that the “security conditions are getting better every single day 
and will continue to get better.”  

The assessment contrasted with a Pentagon report on Dec. 
10 that said insurgent safe havens in northwest Pakistan 
prevent Afghanistan and its U.S.-led allies from achieving a 
“decisive defeat” of the enemy.  

“The Taliban-led insurgency and its al-Qaeda affiliates 
still operate from sanctuaries in Pakistan,” according to the 
report’s executive summary. “The insurgency’s safe havens in 
Pakistan, the limited institutional capacity of the Afghan 
government and endemic corruption remain the greatest risks 
to long-term stability and sustainable security in Afghanistan.”  

Covering Border  
The area overseen by the regional command shares a 550- 

kilometer (342-mile) border with Pakistan, so the entire border 
couldn’t be covered even if every Afghan soldier in the region 
were placed “shoulder-to-shoulder,” Abrams said.  

He said the Taliban’s capabilities were “pretty limited” 
and “they have failed at every one of their objectives.” The 
insurgent group, whose home base is Kandahar, has tried and 
failed to regain territory, Abrams said.  

Asked if such success might lead to an accelerated 
drawdown of U.S. forces in 2013, Abrams said, “The terrain 
to the west and south is the most important and decisive 
terrain for Kandahar. And the enemy, even though he’s pushed 
out, is coming back and is going to continue what I call the 
drumbeat to maintain his relevance and get back into the 
communities.”  

While the Pentagon report said only one of 23 Afghan 
brigades was ranked as capable of operating independently 
with advisers, Afghan forces are now taking the lead in most 
operations, U.S. Marine Corps Major General Lawrence 
Nicholson told reporters Dec. 12 in Kabul.  

The international security force “is not doing ops,” 
Nicholson, said referring to military operations. The Afghan 
National Security Forces are carrying out operations and 
“we’re supporting,” he said.  

After 2014, U.S. troops remaining in the country will 
probably be responsible only for close-air support because the 
Afghan air force is still weak, Nicholson said. “We have 24 
months to get that right.”  
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PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
13. Bigger RX Fees, Free Vaccines And The CRSC Fix 
(STARS AND STRIPES 13 DEC 12) ... Tom Philpott 

Defense Secretary Leon Panetta has urged House-Senate 
conferees negotiating a final details of the 2013 defense 
authorization bill to support the Obama administration’s “full 
proposal” for hiking drug co-pays on military family members 
and retirees. 

The higher fees, which would nearly triple out-of-pocket 
costs for brand-name prescriptions at TRICARE retail outlets, 
are to encourage greater use of less costly options – the 
TRICARE mail order program and base pharmacies, Panetta 
explained.  He did so in a Dec. 11 letter to Rep. Howard 
“Buck” McKeon, chairman of the House Armed Services 
Committee. 

The Senate-passed defense bill, by staying silent on the 
pharmacy issue, would allow TRICARE officials to carrying 
out their plan to raise beneficiary co-pays at retail outlets over 
several years and then to adjust them annually to keep pace 
with medical inflation.  Part of that plan is to raise the current 
$12 co-pay on brand name drugs filled at TRICARE network 
drug stores to $26 in 2013 and to $34 by 2016. 

House bill language, if adopted, would soften that blow.  
It would allow the brand name co-pay at retail to climb only to 
$17 next year and then adjust it thereafter by the percentage 
increase in retired pay annually.  But the House plan also 
would require beneficiaries 65 and older to have all 
maintenance drugs for chronic conditions filled by mail order 
only. 

Referring to “spiraling health care costs,” Panetta told 
McKeon the department “is pleased” to see that either bill will 
“permit some increases in pharmaceutical co-pays” to save 
money “by providing incentives to use mail order and generic 
drugs.”  Most of the savings, he said, would not come from 
beneficiaries but from greater use of more efficient pharmacy 
choices. 

Free Vaccines -- While conferees press to reach 
compromise on drug co-pays, Rear Adm. Thomas McGinnis, 
chief of TRICARE pharmacy operations, is urging 
beneficiaries, especially the elderly, to take advantage of a line 
of cost-free drugs at TRICARE retail outlets: vaccines. 

It used to be a hassle to get a flu shot or vaccine for 
shingles or other preventable ailments.  Patients needed a 
doctor’s appointment and often faced a co-payment.  The 
process today is easy and cost-free through TRICARE retail 
outlets but many beneficiaries don’t know this, McGinnis said. 

Retail druggists are primed to offer vaccines, in part, 
because they get paid for supplying the medicine and for 
administering the shot.  The higher cost to TRICARE, 
McGinnis said, is more than offset by savings from preventing 
common illnesses.  Vaccines mean fewer doctor visits and 
fewer medicines dispensed for ailments now avoided. 

“If flu is prevented you don’t need to get an office 
appointment with your primary care manager.  You don’t need 
an antibiotic or antihistamine or some other drug.  The direct 
cost savings are substantial because these vaccines are cheap 
and very cost effective,” McGinnis said.  Then there are the 
indirect costs of military folks not missing work. 

Vaccines given on base are still the most cost-effective 
for TRICARE. But the retail network began offering them in 

November 2009, and since then more than 707,000 
beneficiaries have received almost 1.1 million vaccines off 
base.  About 910,000 of them were for seasonal flu and 
120,000 to prevent shingles.  Others protected against 
pneumonia, herpes, meningitis, diphtheria, pertussis and 
tetanus. 

“We wanted to expand the number of outlets where 
beneficiaries could get vaccinated,” said McGinnis.  “This was 
at the time when the pharmacy community was just starting to 
get authority from state boards of pharmacies to administer 
vaccinations.” 

Congress in 2010 made it more attractive to get vaccines 
at their local druggist by giving TRICARE permission to 
provide them at no charge. 

 “That’s what we really latched on to, especially in small 
towns where the pharmacist knows all the customers…They 
are incentivized to get more of these done and that’s a good 
thing,” McGinnis said. 

Though TRICARE last month passed the one million 
mark for vaccines at retail outlets, McGinnis said “that 
number probably should be much higher because many 
beneficiaries don’t live close to military treatment facilities.”  
They need to know, he said, “that this is convenient, easy and 
free.” 

CRSC “Glitch” – A key issue conferees on the defense 
bill are considering is the fate of a Senate-passed fix to a 
“glitch” in Combat-Related Special Compensation (CRSC) for 
some military retirees forced from service short of 20 years 
due to combat-related conditions.  

Congress in 2008 extended CRSC eligibility to so-called 
Chapter 61 retirees with combat-related disabilities.  But the 
calculation formula approved for the CRSC extension leads, in 
some circumstances, to little or no additional CRSC due when 
a retiree’s disability rating rises.  Whether an individual is 
impacted, and by how much, by this glitch depends on several 
factors including original service disability rating, length of 
service, VA rating and CRSC rating tied to a member's 
combat-related condition. 

After years of trying, Sen. Harry Reid (D-Nev.), the 
majority leader, saw his amendment to correct the glitch 
adopted last week in the Senate version of the defense bill.  If 
House conferees accept it, retirees uniquely impacted by the 
glitch would see CRSC increase starting Oct. 1, 2013.  Reid 
couldn’t find a budget offset to make the change any sooner. 

Thomas LaRock, a spokesman for the Defense Finance 
and Accounting Service, said the number of retirees impacted 
by the glitch is hard to estimate given the complexity of 
calculations required.  But it could be dampening pay an 
average of a few hundred dollars a month for as many as 5000 
to 6000 retirees, he said.  That estimate of the population 
impacted is expected to fall as individual case files are 
examined. 

Officials with Military Officers Association of America, 
which began to lobby for a CRSC fix four years ago, said 
some retirees probably aren’t even aware their compensation 
has been held down by a flawed formula. 
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14. Report: 6 In 10 VA Claim Denials Are In Error 
(NAVY TIMES 13 DEC 12) ... Rick Maze  

A new report on an old problem contains some sad 
statistics about veterans’ benefits claims: 

• Thirty-one percent of claims filed with the Veterans 
Affairs Department are likely to be denied — and 60 percent 
of those denials will be erroneous. 

• Sixty percent of claims will take longer than 125 days to 
be processed, more than 7 percent of claims will be misplaced, 
and 4 percent will be completely lost. 

• A veteran calling VA’s benefits hotline has just a 49 
percent chance of being connected to someone and receiving a 
correct answer. 

The report, “The Veterans Disability System: Problems 
and Solutions,” was released Dec. 12 by the nonprofit 
National Center for Policy Analysis. 

Based on a review of the 870,000 benefits claims pending 
before VA in 2011 — a number that has climbed to about 
900,000 pending claims today — the report says the pile of 
pending claims has grown despite the fact that VA is 
processing more claims than ever before and using a variety of 
new efforts to work faster and more accurately. 

Even faster claims processing might be possible by 
contracting out administrative services or transferring claims 
processing from the federal government to states, the report 
says. It recommends expanded pilot programs to test those 
ideas. 

The nonpartisan National Center for Policy Analysis, 
which specializes in retirement and health care programs, is 
skeptical about VA’s stated goal of eliminating the claims 
backlog by the end of 2015. 

VA “is barely able to process current claims,” the report 
says, “and has exhibited little to no progress toward their 
stated goal of 125 days and 98 percent accuracy for processed 
claims by 2015.” 

The federal government, in general, does a poor job of 
administering disability benefits and services, the report says, 
“as evidenced by the state of Social Security Disability.” 

“But the Veterans Benefits Administration appears to be 
far worse.” 
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15. GAO: DoD Can’t Tell If Spouse Job Programs Work 
(NAVY TIMES 13 DEC 12) ... Karen Jowers 

Defense officials are unable to measure the effectiveness 
of programs that aim to increase spouse employment and 
make their wages more equal to civilian spouses, according to 
a report. 

For example, the Defense Department’s data on the 
Military Spouse Employment Partnership “are of questionable 
reliability” because the data is gathered in an informal way, 
according to the report issued Thursday by the Government 
Accountability Office. 

Defense officials say that since the program was launched 
in June 2011, more than 32,323 military spouses have been 
hired by MSEP employer partners, and more than 815,777 
jobs have been posted on the MSEP career portal at Military 
OneSource. 

However, the GAO found that the data on spouses who 
have been hired by MSEP employers is collected primarily by 
Army program managers through informal contacts with 
spouses. “These informal methods create the potential that 
DoD is not obtaining reliable data,” GAO reported. 

The GAO noted that DoD is taking steps to track and 
monitor the programs, and to improve coordination so that 
programs aren’t duplicated and don’t cause confusion for 
military spouses. 

In a response to the report, DoD said it is developing a 
data collection process to get the information directly from 
employers, to be completed sometime next year. However, 
when officials launched the program 1½ years ago, they said 
the program would require data from employers on the 
number of spouses they hire, the kinds of jobs they fill, salary 
ranges offered, and spouses’ job status after they relocate. 

DoD officials said they also have separated the Spouse 
Education and Career Opportunities Program’s Career Center 
from other Military OneSource services so they can clearly 
identify how to collect data and measure performance. They 
have developed a mechanism to collect data directly from 
spouses who receive services from the career center, which 
they also plan to implement next year. 
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16. Sailor Dies After Falling Into A Well Deck 
(NAVY TIMES 13 DEC 12) ... Sam Fellman 

A crewmember on amphibious transport dock Carter Hall 
fell into the ship’s well deck and died Wednesday from his 
injuries, the Navy reported. 

“Following lifesaving efforts by the ship’s emergency 
medical team, the sailor was evacuated via Navy helicopter to 
Pitt Memorial Trauma Center in Greenville, N.C. where he 
was pronounced dead,” Expeditionary Strike Group 2 said in a 
Thursday press release. 

The sailor’s family has been notified of his death, but 
officials said they would withhold the sailor’s name for 24 
hours to respect the privacy of the family. 

Carter Hall, a ship in the Bataan Amphibious Ready 
Group, is underway off the coast of North Carolina for 
training. 
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AAVVIIAATTIIOONN::  
17. Navy Helicopter Crew Still Hospitalized After 'Hard Landing'  
North Island aircraft had 'in-flight emergency' 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 13 DEC 12) ... Jeannette Steele 

A Navy MH-60R helicopter crash landed at North Island 
Naval Air Station late Wednesday night, putting all four crew 
members in the hospital. 

The helicopter, assigned to North Island's HSM-75 
Wolfpack squadron, was significantly damaged in what the 
Navy described as a “hard landing” on the tarmac. The aircraft 
remained on the landing area, sitting upright, on Thursday. 

Despite early reports, no buildings were involved in the 
11 p.m. incident as the helicopter was returning from a routine 
training mission, said Lt. Aaron Kakiel, spokesman for the 
Naval Air Forces command. 

Two of the crew were taken to UCSD Medical Center; the 
other two were taken to Scripps Mercy Hospital. They 
remained there Thursday afternoon in stable condition and 
were not expected to be released that day. 

Despite their injuries, which the Navy declined to 
describe, Kakiel said that they were reported to be joking and 
in good spirits. 

The crash is being investigated as a Class A mishap. 
That's what the Navy calls it when an aircraft is destroyed or 
will cost more than $2 million to repair, or when injuries 
involved will cause a permanent total disability. 

Kakiel said the helicopter crew experienced an “in-flight 
emergency,” but he didn't have further details. An 
investigation overseen by the Naval Safety Center in Norfolk, 
Va., will probably take months to become public. 

This is the second “hard landing” for a Navy or Marine 
Corps helicopter since October 2011, according to safety 
center statistics. The other was a Marine Corps CH-46 aircraft 
that rolled and caught fire during a landing in the Philippines. 

In the same time period, there were at least six other Navy 
or Marine Corps crashes involving helicopters or the MV-22 
Osprey. 
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MMAARRIINNEE  CCOORRPPSS::  
18. For 24th MEU, Embassy Mission Was A Close Call 
(MARINE CORPS TIMES 13 DEC 12) ... Gidget Fuentes 

As violent protests erupted across the Middle East and 
North Africa this fall, the 4,000 Marines and sailors 
comprising the 24th Marine Expeditionary Unit and the Iwo 
Jima Amphibious Ready Group were on alert, ready to go in. 
In fact, they remained on that status for 150 days, the majority 
of their deployment in the 5th and 6th Fleet areas of 
operations. 

The tension may have reached its zenith on Sept. 14, 
when protestors, angry over an anti-Islam online video, 
attacked the U.S. Embassy in Sudan. The crisis-response force 
for top military commanders in the region, including U.S. 
Central Command, was prepared to go and waited for the 
order to respond, said Col. Frank Donovan, the 24th MEU 
commander. 

That order never came, however, as Sudanese officials 
rejected a plan for additional Marines to augment embassy 
security. 

The unrest in Khartoum, Sudan’s capital, was part of 
widespread unrest across Northern Africa and the Middle East 
sparked by the online posting of the trailer for a film, made in 
California, that ridiculed Muhammad, the prophet of Islam. 
Protesters also clashed with police near the U.S. embassy in 
Cairo and attacked Western embassies in Tunisia, Yemen, 
Lebanon and elsewhere. In Benghazi, Libya, terrorists 
attacked a U.S. consulate that had no Marine security force 
assigned, killing the ambassador and three members of a State 
Department security team. 

Donovan said he couldn’t discuss details of mission 
planning due to operational security concerns, but he and his 
staff spoke directly to U.S. embassy officials and 
ambassadors’ teams to get detailed updates on the protests and 
happenings on the ground. 

“At different times, we were given direct liaison authority 
right to the embassies. We were getting hour-by-hour, minute-
by-minute pulses — Hey, how is it looking,” Donovan said, 
speaking by phone from the amphibious assault ship Iwo Jima 
at sea. 

While tracking developments in multiple countries, their 
primary focus was on Sudan. 

The 24th MEU stayed in contact with officials ashore “to 
make sure we knew exactly what the situation was so if they 
needed us, we would be ready, and then we could time out that 
long flight into Khartoum,” he said. 

Evacuating Americans from overseas embassies and 
rescuing downed pilots are among the two dozen or so 
specialized missions that an MEU, along with its Navy 
amphibious ready group, train to do. As the nation’s “911 
force,” as Marines often call such MEU deployments, Marines 
and sailors are ready when trouble flares up and the call comes 
for them to respond to a crisis. 

The Khartoum protest wasn’t the first time the 2,300 
members of the Camp Lejeune, N.C.-based unit prepared to 
respond, Donovan said. The 24th MEU, embarked with the 
Iwo Jima, dock landing ship Gunston Hall and transport dock 
New York, was “on alert” for 150 days “supporting embassy 
reinforcements or other missions” during the deployment, he 
said. 

“We’ve been on alert and been lined up for so many 
contingencies,” he said. For much of the deployment, which 
included a total of two months’ spent ashore training, the 
MEU was “focused on crisis-response planning, preparation, 
alert statuses [and] full-mission profile rehearsals.” 

Although other military units train and respond to crises 
overseas, Donovan said the seagoing MEU/ARG team is 
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unique in that it gives commander, ambassador or other 
diplomatic official “a whole lot of flexibility when he’s 
thinking about his options when faced with crisis.” 

“We provide that decision space for … the commanders 
and the ambassador,” he said. “We can move in close to the 
beach. We can back off.” 

Donovan said the aerial refueling capabilities of its MV-
22 Osprey tiltrotors, CH-53E Super Stallion transport 
helicopters and two KC-130J Hercules refueler transport 
airplanes gave the 24th MEU the flexibility to reach and 
respond far from their ships or temporary bases ashore. And, 
with at-sea replenishments, an MEU deployed on Navy ships 

can loiter “indefinitely off the coast,” he said. “We can ramp 
up our posture or ramp it back down.” 

The 24th MEU and Iwo Jima ARG spent several months 
in the U.S. Central Command region, where forces are 
stretched from Kuwait and the Persian Gulf to the Gulf of 
Aden, Djibouti and Italy, said Capt. Robert E. Shuford, an 
MEU spokesman. They are winding down the extended 
deployment this week. But their return home was delayed in 
mid-November when the force received a last-minute order to 
return to the Mediterranean and again provide the 6th Fleet 
commander a crisis-response force to use if needed. 

The MEU is now en route to the United States, and 
Marines and Sailors are expected to be home for the holidays. 
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WWHHIITTEE  HHOOUUSSEE::  
19. Kerry, Hagel Front-Runners To Lead State, Defense 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 14 DEC 12) ... Donna Cassata 

WASHINGTON — Democratic Sen. John Kerry, who 
unsuccessfully sought the presidency in 2004 and has pined 
for the job of top diplomat, vaulted to the head of President 
Barack Obama's short list of secretary of state candidates after 
U.N. Ambassador Susan Rice suddenly withdrew from 
consideration to avoid a contentious confirmation fight with 
emboldened Republicans. 

The exit of Rice and elevation of Kerry shook up 
Washington on Thursday and was coupled with the potential 
for even bolder second-term changes in Obama's national 
security team next month. Chuck Hagel, a former Republican 
senator from Nebraska, emerged as the front-runner to serve 
as defense secretary. 

The possible selection of Kerry and Hagel would put two 
decorated Vietnam War veterans — one Navy, the other Army 
— at State and the Pentagon. 

Official word on replacements for Secretary of State 
Hillary Rodham Clinton and Defense Secretary Leon Panetta 
in an Obama Cabinet remake could come as early as next 
week. The choice of Kerry would open a Massachusetts 
Senate seat, boosting the prospects for recently defeated 
Republican Sen. Scott Brown to win back a job in 
Washington. 

Kerry, a senator for nearly three decades and the current 
Senate Foreign Relations Committee chairman, has won praise 
from his Senate Democratic and Republican colleagues and 
should be confirmed easily, if nominated. He has been 
Obama's envoy to hot spots such as Afghanistan and Pakistan, 
the administration's point man in 2010 on a nuclear arms 
reduction treaty with Russia and was a stand-in for Republican 
Mitt Romney during Obama's debate preparation. 

Hagel was a senior member of the Foreign Relations 
Committee during his years in the Senate. He and Obama 
became close while they served in the Senate and traveled 
overseas together. Hagel has irked some in the GOP with his 
complaints that the party has moved too far to the right and for 
his endorsements of Democrats, most recently Bob Kerrey in 
last month's Nebraska Senate race. 

"He's a combat vet who was wounded twice and 
understands that the decisions we make here are carried out by 
our young men and women" in the military, said Sen. Jack 
Reed, D-R.I., a member of the Armed Services Committee. 

It would be highly unusual for Hagel's political moves to 
sink his nomination, even in bitterly divided Washington. 

But Democrats blamed politics for Rice's demise as a 
possible candidate. They clearly insinuated that Republicans 
who failed to get any traction in using the deadly September 
attack on the U.S. Consulate in Benghazi, Libya, to derail 
Obama's re-election bid instead took down Rice. 

She "deserved far more respect than she was shown by 
certain Senate Republicans," Senate Majority Leader Harry 
Reid, D-Nev., said in a blistering statement late Thursday. 
"Their behavior was a disgrace to the Senate's tradition of 
bipartisan cooperation on national security issues and beneath 
the stature of senators with otherwise distinguished records on 
national security. 

"I hope that moving forward, senators will act based on 
fact-finding and serving the public interest, not advancing 
partisan political agendas or settling old scores," Reid said. 

In the past month, Arizona Sen. John McCain, Obama's 
Republican presidential rival in 2008, and Sen. Lindsey 
Graham, R-S.C., had been Rice's harshest critics, threatening 
to block her nomination. Sen. Kelly Ayotte, R-N.H., expressed 
serious concerns. The most damaging blow, however, came 
from Sen. Susan Collins of Maine, a moderate Republican 
who voiced doubts not only about Rice in her current job but 
also when she was a State Department official during the 
Clinton administration. 

All four met with Rice in unusual, private sessions on 
Capitol Hill where she failed to mollify her critics. 

Rice had been widely assailed for a series of Sunday talk 
show interviews five days after the consulate attack that killed 
Ambassador Chris Stevens and three other Americans. 
Relying on intelligence community talking points, she 
attributed the cause of the raid to widespread protests 
throughout the Middle East over an anti-Muslim video rather 
than a terrorist attack by al-Qaida affiliates. 

Those much-maligned remarks have dogged Rice since 
September, but Obama was defiant in defending her. House 
Democratic women cast the attacks as sexist and racist — 
Rice is African-American — and some Senate Republicans 
were nervous about challenging her after an election in which 
the GOP struggled with black and female voters. 
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Up until this week, the White House was still privately 
challenging the record of Rice's opponents on similar GOP 
nominations. In Congress, Democrats were more troubled by a 
steady drip of reports about Rice, from a possible conflict of 
interest over personal holdings and the Keystone XL pipeline 
to increased scrutiny about her relationship with the president 
of Rwanda and the country's backing of a rebel group in 
Congo, a charge Rwanda denies. 

In a letter to Obama, Rice bowed out, saying that "if 
nominated, I am now convinced that the confirmation process 
would be lengthy, disruptive and costly — to you and to our 
most pressing national and international priorities. That trade-
off is simply not worth it to our country." 

She added that she was saddened by the partisanship even 
before Obama made a nomination, but the country "cannot 
afford such an irresponsible distraction from the most pressing 
issues facing the American people." 

Obama bemoaned the relentless Republican criticism in 
accepting Rice's decision to step aside. 

"While I deeply regret the unfair and misleading attacks 
on Susan Rice in recent weeks, her decision demonstrates the 
strength of her character," the president said. 

Kerry is no stranger to the politicization of national 
security; he was the target of unsubstantiated claims by the 
Swift Boat Veterans for Truth over his Vietnam record. He 
acknowledged that experience in his statement Thursday 
praising Rice. 

"As someone who has weathered my share of political 
attacks and understands on a personal level just how difficult 
politics can be, I've felt for her throughout these last difficult 
weeks, but I also know that she will continue to serve with 
great passion and distinction," he said in a statement. 

Tennessee Sen. Bob Corker, who will be the top 
Republican on the Foreign Relations Committee next year, 
applauded Rice "for making the right decision to withdraw 
herself, recognizing the atmosphere and damage a messy 
confirmation process would cause." 

McCain, Graham, Ayotte and Collins said in statements 
that they respected Rice's decision while vowing to press 
ahead in getting answers about the Benghazi attack. 

The White House said Rice would remain U.N. 
ambassador. She could become national security adviser 
should Tom Donilon move on to another position, though that 
is not expected imminently. The security adviser position 
would not require Senate confirmation. 
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CCOONNGGRREESSSS  //  BBUUDDGGEETT::  
20. Pentagon Budget Is A Weapon Against Iran, Terrorists 
(BLOOMBERG 13 DEC 12) 

With the threat of more than $500 billion in Pentagon 
sequestration cuts looming next month, congressional 
haggling over details of the 2013 defense authorization bill 
may seem like shuffling deck chairs on the Titanic.  

Still, the U.S. military needs to pay its bills, and Congress 
has a few significant issues to iron out on the package.  

The two versions of the authorization bill passed by the 
House and the Senate are close -- they differ on spending by 
only $4 billion on packages totaling more than half a trillion 
dollars. Now the House-Senate conference committee can 
make the bill easier for the president to sign, and better for 
national security, by making the right call on reconciling their 
respective versions. It must hash out the agreement 
immediately -- failure to send the bill to the White House by 
the end of the year would mean starting over in the new 
Congress.  

The biggest issue is a House measure that would deny 
money for the Defense Department to transfer or release 
detainees held at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, to the U.S. or its 
territories. It would also require the secretary of defense to 
notify Congress 90 days before sending any detainee to a 
foreign country. Both rules are part of a misguided and 
cowardly effort to keep President Barack Obama from making 
good on his long-delayed promise to shut down Gitmo. Senate 
conferees should persuade their House colleagues to drop the 
requirements. They should also push for acceptance of an 
amendment prohibiting the detention without charge of U.S. 
citizens or legal permanent residents suspected of terrorism 
and captured within the U.S., a critical tweak to our 
unfortunate but necessary policy of detention in the fight 
against global terrorism.  

The House version would also require that a missile-
defense system be deployed on the East Coast before 2016, 
ostensibly to guard against an Iranian attack. Supporters point 
to a recent National Research Council report that foreign-
based antimissile systems intended to knock out an Iranian 
weapon at launch will probably be less effective than domestic 
systems that would strike later in flight. That may be true, but 
it doesn’t mean Iran is technologically close to having a 
nuclear-tipped threat to the New Jersey shore. The project can 
wait.  

There are also several contentious matters having to do 
with women in uniform. One no-brainer is to keep a Senate 
provision that would allow female troops the use of military 
insurance to cover abortions in cases of rape. The final law 
should also keep a requirement that the Pentagon report to 
Congress with proposals to increase the role of women in 
combat.  

Given that half of all military suicides -- which occurred 
this year at a rate of one a day -- are committed with privately 
owned guns, the Senate was smart to include a measure that 
would let commanders and mental-health professionals ask 
troops about the private weapons they own and encourage 
them to be stored safely on base. This is not, as some Second 
Amendment absolutists have suggested, a stealth gun-control 
measure.  

The House version would prohibit the military from using 
alternative energy sources that cost more than traditional fossil 
fuels. Such energy-security measures have been overhyped 
(we’re skeptical of Navy Secretary Ray Mabus’s vision of 
fielding a “Great Green Fleet”), but the military’s relatively 
modest research program is worth keeping even if it isn’t yet 
saving money.  
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Last, and most important in terms of our immediate 
national security, are a number of well-designed Senate 
proposals to increase sanctions against Iran. These would 
blacklist Iran’s energy, shipping and ship-building sectors, and 
make it harder for companies involved in them to get 
insurance. Although these industries are controlled by the 
Iranian regime and its thugs in the Revolutionary Guards 
Corps, and indirectly support Iran’s nuclear program, the 
White House opposes the measures, saying they would 
complicate other efforts to coordinate sanctions with our 
European allies. Actually, these punishments are overdue, and 
the legislative branch is right to push the executive on them.  

Congress ignored many of the biggest financial issues 
facing the Pentagon: base closings, major troop reductions, the 
future of megadollar programs such as the Ford-class 
supercarrier, reforming retirement benefits and the Tricare 
health-care system. It won’t have that luxury much longer; 
with or without sequestration, getting the U.S. fiscal house in 
order will mean an end to military spending at more than 4 
percent of gross domestic product.  

Still, Congress can act now to make a few good, 
politically painless decisions to put the Pentagon on a better 
track.  
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21. House Votes To Conference With Senate On Defense Bill 
(THE HILL 13 DEC 12) ... Pete Kasperowicz 

The House on Thursday morning voted to hold a 
conference with the Senate over the National Defense 
Authorization Act (NDAA), which both chambers have 
passed. 

The Senate voted on Wednesday to conference with the 
House, and named its conferees. The House voice-vote to 
conference sets up meetings that many hope can be concluded 
by next week, which would let the House and Senate approve 
a reconciled NDAA bill before Christmas. 

Both bills set policy for the Defense Department for 2013, 
and both authorize the spending of about $630 billion, 
although the House bill authorizes about $3 billion more — a 
difference that will have to be worked out in conference. 

Several other pieces of the bills will also have to be 
reconciled, including language in the Senate bill that would 
require DOD to start eliminating tens of thousands of civilian 
workers over the next five years. Elsewhere, the Senate bill 
has a permanent ban on moving detainees from Guantánamo 
Bay to the United States, language that is not in the House bill. 

The House bill ends a program allowing DOD to use 
biofuels and bans same-sex ceremonies in military facilities, 
and also creates a costly East Coast defense program — all 
provisions that are not in the Senate bill. 

After approving a motion to conference with the Senate 
by unanimous consent, the House voted in favor of a 
Democratic motion to instruct conferees. The motion instructs 
House negotiators to support language in the Senate bill that 

requires DOD to set out a plan for promoting the security of 
women and girls in Afghanistan as the U.S. transitions out of 
that country. 

"Just this week, we had reminder of those security 
concerns," Rep. Susan Davis (D-Calif.) said on the House 
floor. "On Monday, the director for women's affairs was killed 
in the Laghman province. She replaced the previous director 
who was also assassinated just six months ago. 

"It is heartbreaking to hear of these female leaders being 
assassinated in an area that is trying so hard to move their 
people and their country forward." 

Republicans overwhelmingly agreed to the motion, which 
passed in a 399-4 vote. The four "no" votes came from 
Republicans: Reps. Justin Amash (R-Mich.), Walter Jones (R-
N.C.), Thomas Massie (R-Ky.), and Ron Paul (R-Texas). 

"We need to do everything we can do to ensure the safety 
of women," House Armed Services Committee Chairman 
Buck McKeon (R-Calif.) said. 

"When you withdraw the troops, it's a serious time, it's a 
dangerous time. As we pass the effort over to the Afghan 
security forces to provide the protections and keep the gains 
that we've made, it's very important that they don't fall back 
into the same way that they've treated women in the past." 

The House also voted 351-53 to keep portions of the 
House-Senate conference closed, due to the classified 
materials that will be discussed in those meetings. 
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22. Forbes And Turner HASC Subcommittee Winners 
(POLITICO 13 DEC 12) ... Austin Wright 

The House Armed Services majority subcommittee 
shuffle for the new 113th Congress has produced a pair of 
clear winners: Republican Reps. Randy Forbes of Virginia and 
Mike Turner of Ohio. 

Forbes nabbed the coveted chairmanship of the Seapower 
and Projection Forces Subcommittee, currently led by 
outgoing Rep. Todd Akin (R-Mo.), who lost his bid for the 
Senate. 

Forbes’s congressional district is in the eastern part of 
Virginia, a major shipbuilding hub. And in a statement 
announcing his new assignment, he vowed to “reverse the 
decline in the Navy’s battle force fleet.” 

Turner snagged the top spot on the Tactical Air and Land 
Forces Subcommittee, which opened after its current 

chairman, Rep. Roscoe Bartlett (R-Md.), lost his reelection 
race. 

The committee oversees aircraft acquisition programs, 
which have a big impact on Ohio’s economy because of 
Wright-Patterson Air Force Base and several Army and Air 
National Guard Bases located in the state. 

“This subcommittee places me in a role to continue my 
strong advocacy for the men and women at Wright-Patt, the 
Lima Tank Plant and a number of other facilities which 
preserve the safety and security of our nation,” Turner said in 
a statement. 

As for the losers emerging from Thursday’s 
subcommittee announcements by Armed Services Committee 
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Chairman Buck McKeon (R-Calif.), the story gets a bit more 
complicated. 

For one, there’s Rep. Rob Wittman (R-Va.), who 
currently heads the Oversight and Investigations 
Subcommittee. He had been vying for the seapower 
chairmanship, telling POLITICO last week, “We’ve certainly 
indicated our interest in serving there in a leadership position.” 

Instead, he was tapped to run the Readiness 
Subcommittee, which is currently led by Forbes and controls 
the largest share of the Pentagon budget — overseeing 
training, logistics, civilian personnel and construction projects. 
“We couldn’t be more thrilled,” Wittman spokesman Gordon 
Neal said. “It’s a bigger subcommittee account.” 

Still, a committee staffer, who spoke on the condition of 
anonymity, said defense insiders would view Wittman’s move 
“as a big promotion.” 

“In the past, [Oversight and Investigations] has been 
viewed as an entry point for subcommittee chairman,” the 
staffer said, emphasizing that McKeon, who had final say over 
subcommittee assignments, “views all of the subcommittees as 
equally important.” 

A defense lobbyist, also speaking on the condition of 
anonymity, said Wittman was always considered a “longshot” 
for the seapower post. 

“Wittman would have had to jump several members who 
are senior to him,” the lobbyist said. “Mr. Forbes, he has been 
a strong member of the team and a champion of a lot of 

Chairman McKeon’s policies and Republican policies as 
well.” 

For his part, Rep. Mac Thornberry (R-Texas), the vice 
chairman of the full committee, will remain head of the 
Emerging Threats and Capabilities Subcommittee. He had 
been considered a contender for the air and land 
subcommittee, but his aides had long stressed that his interests 
aligned well with emerging threats, which oversees 
counterterrorism programs. 

In addition to his Armed Services post, Thornberry is one 
of the most senior members of the House Intelligence 
Committee. 

“Thornberry is very passionate about the issues that 
emerging threats deals with, day in and day out,” the defense 
lobbyist said. 

As for the Military Personnel Subcommittee, Rep. Joe 
Wilson (R-S.C.) will stay put as chairman. And Rep. Mike 
Rogers (R-Ala.), who currently doesn’t hold a subcommittee 
chairmanship on the Armed Services Committee, is taking 
over as head of Strategic Forces — the spot being vacated by 
Turner. 

McKeon has not yet named a chairman for Oversight and 
Investigations. 

“I selected these members to be subcommittee chairmen 
for their long service on the Armed Services Committee and 
their dedication to our men and women in uniform,” McKeon 
said in a statement. “I am honored that these members have 
agreed to serve in this important work.” 
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CCOOMMMMEENNTTAARRYY::  
23. I Made The Right Call  
(WASHINGTON POST 14 DEC 12) ... Susan Rice 

On Thursday I asked that President Obama no longer 
consider me for the job of secretary of state. I made this 
decision because it is the right step for this country I love. I 
have never shied away from a fight for a cause I believe in. 
But, as it became clear that my potential nomination would 
spark an enduring partisan battle, I concluded that it would be 
wrong to allow this debate to continue distracting from urgent 
national priorities — creating jobs, growing our economy, 
addressing our deficit, reforming our immigration system and 
protecting our national security. 

These are the issues that deserve our focus, not a 
controversy about me. On Sept. 16, when Secretary of State 
Hillary Clinton was unavailable after a grueling week, the 
White House asked me to appear on five Sunday talk shows to 
discuss a range of foreign policy issues: the protests against 
our diplomatic facilities around the world; the attack in 
Benghazi, Libya; and Iran’s nuclear program. 

When discussing Benghazi, I relied on fully cleared, 
unclassified points provided by the intelligence community, 
which encapsulated their best current assessment. These 
unclassified points were consistent with the classified 
assessments I received as a senior policymaker. It would have 
been irresponsible for me to substitute any personal judgment 
for our government’s and wrong to reveal classified material. I 
made clear in each interview that the information I was 
providing was preliminary and that ongoing investigations 
would give us definitive answers. I have tremendous 
appreciation for our intelligence professionals, who work hard 

to provide their best assessments based on the information 
available. Long experience shows that our first accounts of 
terrorist attacks and other tragedies often evolve over time. 
The intelligence community did its job in good faith. And so 
did I. 

I have never sought in any way, shape or form to mislead 
the American people. To do so would run counter to my 
character and my life of public service. But in recent weeks, 
new lines of attack have been raised to malign my character 
and my career. Even before I was nominated for any new 
position, a steady drip of manufactured charges painted a 
wholly false picture of me. This has interfered increasingly 
with my work on behalf of the United States at the United 
Nations and with America’s agenda. 

I grew up in Washington, D.C., and I’ve seen plenty of 
battles over politics and policy. But a national security 
appointment, much less a potential one, should never be 
turned into a political football. There are far bigger issues at 
stake. So I concluded this distraction has to stop. This was the 
right call, for four reasons. First, my commitment to public 
service is rooted in the belief that our nation’s interests must 
be put ahead of individual ones. I’ve devoted my life to 
serving the United States and trying to mend our imperfect 
world. That’s where I want to focus my efforts, not on 
defending myself against baseless political attacks. 

Second, I deeply respect Congress’s role in our system of 
government. After the despicable terrorist attacks that took the 
lives of four colleagues in Benghazi, our government must 
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work through serious questions and bring the perpetrators to 
justice. We must strengthen security at our diplomatic posts 
and improve our intelligence in a volatile Middle East. 
Accomplishing these goals is far more important than political 
fights or personal attacks. 

Third, the American people expect us to come together to 
keep our nation safe. U.S. leadership abroad is and always has 
been strengthened when we transcend partisan differences on 
matters of national security. America is seriously weakened 
when politics come first. If any good can come out of the 
experience of the past few months, I hope that it will be a 
renewed focus on the business of the American people — and 
a renewed insistence that the process of selecting potential 
candidates for high national security office be treated in the 
best bipartisan traditions of our country. 

Finally, I have a great job. It’s been my highest honor to 
serve as U.S. ambassador to the United Nations. I’m proud 
that President Obama has restored our global stature, 
refocused on the greatest threats to our security and advanced 
our values around the world. 

I’m equally proud of the many successes of my 
tremendous team at the U.S. Mission to the United Nations: 
saving countless civilians from slaughter in Libya, imposing 
the toughest sanctions ever on Iran and North Korea, 
steadfastly defending Israel’s security and legitimacy, and 
helping midwife the birth of the world’s newest nation, South 
Sudan. 

These efforts remind us that we can do so much more 
when we come together than when we let ourselves be split 
apart. That’s a lesson I will carry with me as I continue the 
work of the American people at the United Nations. 
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24. General Disorders 
Why some senior military officers are going off the rails 
(TIME 24 DEC 12) ... Mark Thompson 

When Marine General Anthony Zinni became chief of 
U.S. Central Command in 1997, he was surprised to find a 
Navy commander working under him whose sole job was to 
keep track of Zinni's schedule.  

"You've got to be kidding me," Zinni recalls thinking 
before he eliminated the slot.These days, a number of senior 
U.S. military officers wish they'd had Zinni's modesty and 
discretion. The most celebrated example is David Petraeus, 
who retired as a four-star Army general to run the CIA only to 
resign last month after his affair with his biographer surfaced. 
But Petraeus is no outlier. Admiral James Stavridis, the 
current NATO chief, tooled around the world in a Gulfstream 
V and a Boeing 737. Sometimes family members would tag 
along, including to a gathering of Burgundy enthusiasts in 
France. Officials disagreed about whether Stavridis was out of 
line: the Pentagon inspector general said he broke the rules; 
Navy Secretary Ray Mabus decided otherwise. But the 
vineyard junket derailed Stavridis' shot at becoming the 
Navy's top officer. In May 2010, Army General William 
Ward, the head of U.S. Africa Command, turned a fuel stop in 
Bermuda into an overnight stay with his wife in a $750 hotel 
suite. Ward had staff run his personal errands and recalled a 
former aide from across the Atlantic to plan a holiday party at 
Ward's official residence in Stuttgart, Germany. He repaid the 
government $82,000 for those missteps and retired at a lower, 
three-star rank with a smaller pension. More recently, Army 
Brigadier General Jeffrey Sinclair has been charged with 
sexual misconduct -- while in Afghanistan during a war -- 
with five women, including four subordinates. 

The spate of generals acting like caesars has led Defense 
Secretary Leon Panetta to order Army General Martin 
Dempsey, Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, to investigate 
whether top officers get too many perks. Pentagon officials 
say that rules governing travel and the size of support staff 
may be tightened but that wholesale changes are unlikely. And 
Panetta's move raised eyebrows in military circles. "I was 
surprised that Panetta turned to the Chairman" to look into the 
matter, says Ray DuBois, the Pentagon's top administrator 
from 2002 to 2005. "Civilians should be looking at this." 

Rank excess is normally an Army problem, Pentagon 
officials say, but the pattern of abuse has lately spread to the 
other services. The military's 37 four-star officers, like some 
of their private-sector counterparts, have cooks and drivers at 
home and jets and armored limousines (and, for Petraeus, 
sliced fresh pineapple before bedtime) while on the road. "I 
did become concerned about senior-officer perks and 
privileges as several senior officers came under investigation 
for alleged abuses of privileges," former Defense Secretary 
Robert Gates tells Time. "But I was not so concerned that I 
took it on as an issue." Generals are not well paid by corporate 
standards. They can work 18-hour days, but their take-home 
pay is capped at $179,700 a year. (The few who retire after 40 
years in uniform take home $236,650 annually.) They have 
some leeway on spending. Some stay at the Ritz when in the 
capital, while others prefer Embassy Suites. The recent uptick 
in cases of bad behavior is unusual because they surfaced at 
about the same time, but it doesn't represent an overall 
increase. 

It is also true, though, that with each step up the military 
ladder, isolation grows. Officers can spend more than 30 
grueling, competitive and dangerous years passing through 
nine ranks before obtaining a fourth star. The few who make 
it, a Navy admiral explains, may "come to believe their own 
cult of greatness." Petraeus once traveled to a party in Tampa 
escorted by 28 police motorcycles. Generals, especially those 
at war, are now creating their own mini-think tanks designed 
to make the boss shine. And they all have retainers: 
"horseholders" in Army parlance and "remoras" in Navy code, 
a reference to the suckerfish that shadow sharks at sea. "More 
generals," an Army colonel observes, "are being surrounded 
by yes-men." Says a Pentagon official ruefully: "And many of 
the commanders like it." 

Retired Army officer Ralph Peters notes that the generals 
share something else: "In 11 years of warfare, no general 
officer has become a combat casualty." Lately, the self-
inflicted wounds have been far more damaging. 
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25. Despite Risks, China Stays At North Korea’s Side To Keep The U.S. At Bay 
(NEW YORK TIMES 13 DEC 12) ... Jane Perlez 

BEIJING — Even though North Korea ignored China’s 
appeal not to test its new longer-range missile, the new 
leadership here appears intent on remaining a steadfast 
supporter of its wayward neighbor because it considers the 
North a necessary buffer against the United States and its 
allies.  

Analysts said that China’s overriding fear was of a 
collapse of the hard-line Communist government in 
Pyongyang, which could lead to the reunification of the 
Korean Peninsula under a government in Seoul allied with the 
United States. China, they said, would consider an American 
presence on its doorstep untenable.  

But China’s unyielding support of Kim Jong-un has a 
serious downside, they added, because it may lead to a result 
nearly as unpalatable: efforts by the United States and its 
regional allies Japan and South Korea to contain China.  

“It stirs up regional security,” said Zhu Feng, a professor 
of international relations at Peking University who favors 
reducing support for North Korea. Without naming the United 
States, he added that the missile launching “facilitates China-
bashers to work on hard-line policies to contain China, or just 
balance China.”  

Obama administration officials were clearly exasperated 
this week with China’s inability to rein in Mr. Kim, saying 
that they were considering a stronger military presence in the 
Asia-Pacific region.  

Beneath the official tolerance of North Korea, a debate 
about the wisdom of remaining loyal to such a world outlier 
and its defiant young leader simmers among analysts who 
strive to influence China’s foreign policy.  

China runs the risk, Dr. Zhu said, of being bunched 
together with North Korea as one of “the two bad guys.”  

“I feel very frustrated,” Dr. Zhu added. “At least we 
should distance ourselves from North Korea. The reality is, as 
long as North Korea can’t change their behavior, then peace 
and stability on the peninsula will be increasingly vulnerable.”  

China has twice asked Mr. Kim, who inherited the 
leadership of North Korea after the death of his father at the 
end of last year, not to proceed with missile tests, and twice he 
has rebuffed the entreaties. Shortly after he came to power, a 
Chinese vice minister of foreign affairs, Fu Ying, visited 
Pyongyang to warn him not to conduct a test. In April, Mr. 
Kim went ahead anyway with a rocket launching, which 
fizzled. Last month, Li Jianguo, a member of the Politburo, 
visited North Korea to again urge restraint.  

Despite their displeasure, China’s leaders see little choice 
but to put up with such indignities.  

The slight pique expressed by the Foreign Ministry on 
Wednesday was not a signal that China would alter its course, 
the analysts said, or back tougher sanctions at the United 
Nations.  

The official reaction was “very hesitant,” said Jin 
Canrong, a professor of international relations at Renmin 
University in Beijing.  

After the missile test, Washington immediately started 
pushing for deeper sanctions at the United Nations and for a 

tightening of existing sanctions that China agreed to after 
earlier rocket launchings.  

“China will not support a resolution; it will favor a 
president’s statement,” said Cai Jian, the deputy director of the 
Center for Korean Studies at Fudan University in Shanghai. A 
president’s statement at the United Nations is considered a 
much weaker form of condemnation than sanctions.  

A major reason for not backing new sanctions is the fear 
that they would provoke North Korea to test another nuclear 
weapon, a far worse prospect than the launching of an 
unarmed rocket like the one on Wednesday, said Jonathan D. 
Pollack, a North Korea expert at the Brookings Institution in 
Washington.  

“The North Koreans demurred from a third nuclear test in 
April, very likely under major Chinese pressure,” Dr. Pollack 
said.  

In 2006 and 2009, North Korea tested a nuclear weapon 
soon after launching missiles. Dr. Pollack said a repeat of that 
action would pose a major test to the Obama administration, as 
well as to the new Chinese leader, Xi Jinping.  

“Pyongyang may have decided now is the time to put 
down a major marker as Obama’s second term approaches and 
as South Korea elects a new president,” he said.  

Beyond the hard strategic questions for the new Chinese 
leadership, the concerns among ordinary Chinese about why 
China bankrolls such a ruthless government should be 
considered, several Chinese analysts said.  

“Internally in China, many voices are questioning all this 
spending on rocket launches instead of on improving people’s 
livelihoods,” said Jia Qingguo, an expert at Peking University.  

The South Korean government recently estimated that 
North Korea had spent $2.8 billion to $3.2 billion since 1998 
on its missile program, said Stephan M. Haggard, a professor 
of Korea-Pacific studies at the University of California, San 
Diego. That amount of money would have bought enough 
corn to feed the country for about three years, Dr. Haggard 
said.  

The debate within China about its relationship with North 
Korea stems from the unusual nature of the alliance. 
Fundamentally, the two governments do not like each other 
and harbor deep mutual suspicions, said Stephanie T. Kleine-
Ahlbrandt, the China and Northeast Asia project director of 
the International Crisis Group in Beijing. When North Korean 
officials visited Singapore this year to get new ideas for Mr. 
Kim’s government, leaders in Beijing — who have sent teams 
of their own to Singapore to study its softer form of one-party 
leadership — became very nervous, she said.  

The larger fear is that any fundamental change in North 
Korea could send waves of refugees into China, who would be 
considerably more difficult to absorb than people of other 
nationalities on China’s borders.  

“For the Chinese,” Ms. Kleine-Ahlbrandt said, “there are 
fewer problems keeping North Korea the way it is than having 
a collapse.”  
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26. What I've Learned: Leon Panetta' 
Could I imagine a world without cursing? Hell, no!' 
(ESQUIRE JAN 13) ... Cal Fussman 

Secretary of Defense, 74, Arlington, Virginia 
Panetta served eight terms in Congress and later became 

President Clinton's chief of staff. He was director of the CIA 
from 2009 through 2011, a period that included the killing of 
Osama bin Laden. 

Interviewed November 9, 2012 
Italians are romantics, and my mother taught me the value 

of beauty and the appreciation for life. She really wanted me 
to be a concert pianist. That's always been with me, because 
every time I sit down and play Mozart, Chopin, Beethoven, 
and Schubert, I think of her. 

I sat down with the president yesterday, and we were 
talking about the election. I told him, "What the American 
people voted for was the fact that they trust your judgment. 
They don't always agree with you, but they trust the fact that 
you're a straight shooter and that you really do want to do 
what's in the interest of the country." Look, I've seen the 
president in the Situation Room and policy meetings where 
you really get the sense that the questions he's asking are 
never about What's in the interest of my political ass? It's: 
What's in the interest of the country? And that has always 
given me a sense of comfort. When a president asks that 
question, then even though he might come out in the wrong 
place, even though he might make the wrong decision, he's got 
the best measure for how you can best help people. 

Life goes on no matter what the hell you do. 
What our forefathers put together two hundred years ago 

is being tested today. Look, in the Defense Department we've 
got great tanks, great planes, great ships, great men and 
women in uniform. We could fight any battle. But if our 
institutions of democracy are not working, that is an even 
greater threat to our national security, because our strength as 
a nation depends on the willingness of our elected leaders to 
be able to find the consensus, to make the compromises, and 
to find solutions to the problems that confront this country. If 
they can't do it, if they don't do it — if they refuse to do that 
— more than anything else, that weakens us as a country. 

The one thing I make pretty good is gnocchi. People have 
commented on it. I do it for the holidays. So if I were inviting 
Kim Jong Un over for dinner, I'd make him a plate of gnocchi. 
We'd have a glass of wine. And basically I'd try to understand: 
What's his thinking? 

Bill Clinton once taught me something that I never forgot, 
which was that in foreign policy, the most important thing you 
can do is show leaders of other countries why it is in their 

interest, their self-interest, to do the right thing. And if you can 
make them understand why it's in their interest, then 
something clicks — you can get 'em to do what you want. And 
I think the same thing's true with a place like North Korea. 
You gotta listen to what the concerns are. What is he worried 
about? Why does his country behave like it does? Why does it 
abuse its people the way it does? What do you gain from that? 
And then try to make him understand why it's in the interest of 
his people to become part of the world community. 

One of my biggest bills in this place is fuel cost — 
especially in the Navy. All of the tanks, all of those trucks, all 
of the planes that we fly, all of that is dependent on fuel, and 
when the price of fuel goes up, my costs go up dramatically. 
So our ability to develop alternative energy and energy 
independence not only saves money, but it's an investment in 
our national security. 

Love of family is something that is renewed in me every 
time I see them. 

If you're not willing to give, and you're constantly stuck in 
your own ways or you're constantly fighting because you 
wanna do what you wanna do without recognizing what the 
other person wants, that is probably the quickest way to 
destroy a marriage. 

Bravo was in the room when we were talking about the 
bin Laden operation at the CIA. I remember going through 
that whole thing with him sitting by me. And the ability to put 
my hand on his head and feel his presence just kinda made me 
feel Okay, this is an important issue and it's a big issue, but in 
many ways it's about whether or not we are able to protect the 
quality of life that we enjoy, and having a dog there just makes 
you a little more aware of what life is really about. 

Could I imagine a world without cursing? Hell, no! Every 
place I've ever gone, people have had to hold their ears. When 
I use those words, it helps make the point. 

I got my share of A's. But I like people who work for me 
to have a certain compassion for their fellow human beings 
that doesn't necessarily come with an A, that comes based on 
your life and how you were raised. 

I'm not one who would ever sit in a rocking chair on a 
porch. That's just not my nature, and it goes back to my father. 
My father still ran a tractor when he was in his eighties. He 
never stopped. There are things, obviously, you'd like to have 
the time to enjoy, but I always want to be working and able to 
make a contribution. 

Return to Index 
 

27. Writing On The Wall: Why World Leaders Now Foresee Assad’s Fall 
(WASHINGTON POST 13 DEC 12) ... Max Fisher 

It’s been a bad few days for Syrian leader Bashar al-
Assad, as world leaders seem to converge on a new consensus 
that his days really are numbered and that the fall of his 
regime is imminent.  

Thursday, Russia’s deputy foreign minister 
acknowledged, for the first time, that Assad might fall, and the 
rebels might win, though he emphasized that this possibility 
was “absolutely unacceptable” to Russia. The secretary-
general of NATO piled on, calling the regime’s collapse “only 

a matter of time.” He was quickly followed by the finance 
minister of neighboring Iraq, who called it a matter of 
“weeks.” Yes, it’s just the finance minister, but his comments, 
on the sidelines of an IMF meeting in Jordan, hint that he may 
be expressing the Iraqi government’s view. On Wednesday, 
President Obama said the United States would recognize a 
Syrian opposition group as the country’s legitimate 
representation,” which may have been motivated in part by a 
growing sense that Assad’s fall was inevitable so the United 
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States should start building ties with the group that might 
replace him. 

So what led all these world leaders, 21 months into a war 
that has killed thousands, to all of a sudden come around to the 
idea that Assad is likely to fall?  

Rebel advances are accelerating, maybe overwhelmingly. 
The simplest explanation is often the best one: The rebels look 
more and more likely to win. Though the Syrian military still 
holds most of the firepower, rebels seem to be gaining both 
physical and ideological momentum. It’s a self-reinforcing 
cycle: The more military bases the rebels take, the more arms 
they pick up, and they easier the next base is to topple. Same 
goes for all-important military defections. If you’re a Syrian 
lieutenant, then the more of your military buddies walk away 
from their posts, the more likely you probably are to join 
them. These rebel gains are increasingly evident, and a few 
watershed moments – shooting down military helicopters, for 
example – have made them tough to ignore. 

Assad’s regime was probably never going to recover 
legitimacy at this point. There is a precedent for an 
authoritarian government using force against its own people 
and then later regaining domestic legitimacy. China’s bloody 
1989 crackdown in the areas around Tiananmen Square, for 
example, was over so quickly – and followed by such 

tremendous economic growth – that the Communist Party has 
largely recovered. And Assad’s own father, Hafez al-Assad, 
killed thousands in a 1982 crackdown on an uprising in the 
city of Hama, yet still ruled until his death in 2000. But Bashar 
al-Assad’s violence has now dragged on for almost two years, 
touched nearly every corner of the country, and been widely 
documented in the process. Even if Assad puts down the 
rebels, at this point he was probably never going to fully 
reestablish rule, which means he would never again be a fully 
useful ally for Russia, his most important patron. 

If he’s going to fall, better for it to happen soon, before 
the war gets any worse. The regime has made some disturbing 
moves in the last two weeks that have raised fears it might 
escalate its violence. It reportedly fired a handful of Scud 
missiles at rebel groups; the missiles are inaccurate but long-
range and chemical-capable, making them good tools for 
deterring a foreign invasion. The Syrian army has also been 
re-shuffling its large chemical weapons stockpile. It’s possible 
this was just a security precaution, but even if the regime 
never uses the weapons, the odds of rebels getting a hold of 
them increase as the war drags on. The threat of anyone using 
chemical weapons could be enough to nudge world leaders 
toward encouraging a rapid end to the conflict, even if it 
means that Moscow might see its favored side lose. 

Return to Index 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. DoD Fiscal 2013 Budget Proposal Released 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 13 FEB 12) ... Department of the Navy 

WASHINGTON -- President Barack Obama sent Congress a proposed defense budget of $613.9 billion for fiscal 2013, Feb. 13. 
 

2. Navy Budget Request Avoids Deep Cuts 
(NAVY TIMES 13 FEB 12) ... Sam Fellman and Joshua Stewart 

The Navy’s $170.1 billion budget request, released Monday, suggests the Navy has emerged a relative winner in the latest round 
of belt-tightening. 

 
3. Pentagon Takes $1.6 Billion From Lockheed F-35 Jet In Biggest Defense Cut 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 13 FEB 12) ... Tony Capaccio and Gopal Ratnam 

The Pentagon’s proposed $525 billion budget for fiscal year 2013 would seek the most savings on weapons by reducing purchases 
of Lockheed Martin Corp.’s F-35 Joint Strike Fighter, the military’s costliest program. 

 
4. Aircraft Carrier Stays, Amphib Ship To Go, Under Proposed Budget 
(NEWPORT NEWS DAILY PRESS 13 FEB 12) ... Cory Nealon 

Hampton Roads would keep all of its aircraft carriers — at least for the time being — but lose an amphibious assault ship under 
President Barack Obama's proposed budget. 

 
5. Transition Benefits: Fleet Engagement Team Focuses on Post-ERB Assistance 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 13 FEB 12) ... Clark Pierce, Editor, Jax Air News 

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. -- The Post-Enlisted Retention Board Fleet Engagement Team from Navy Personnel Command presented 
a full day of transition assistance briefs Feb. 9 aboard Naval Air Station Jacksonville to Sailors not selected for retention by the fiscal 
year 2012 ERB. 

 

CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
6. USS Frank Cable Arrives In Portland 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 13 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist Seaman Apprentice Chris Salisbury, USS Frank Cable Public 
Affairs 

PORTLAND, Ore. -- Submarine tender USS Frank Cable (AS 40) arrived in Portland, Ore., for a regular overhaul and dry-
docking Feb. 10. 

 
7. USS Port Royal Returns To Honolulu 
The Guided-Missile Cruiser Returns From Independent Deployment 
(KITV ABC HONOLULU 13 FEB 12) 

The USS Port Royal returned to its home base at Pearl Harbor Monday after over seven months of being deployed. 
 

8. USS George H.W. Bush Wins Battle "E" 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 11 FEB 12) ... USS George H.W. Bush Public Affairs 

USS GEORGE H.W. BUSH At sea -- USS George H.W. Bush (CVN 77) was named the top aircraft carrier in the Atlantic Fleet 
in the 2011 Commander Naval Air Force Aircraft Carrier Battle Efficiency and Departmental Awards program, Feb. 10. 

 
9. USS Carl Vinson Awarded 2011 Battle "E" 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 13 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Byron C. Linder, USS Carl Vinson Public Affairs 

USS CARL VINSON, At Sea -- Commander, Naval Air Forces awarded the 2011 Battle Efficiency (Battle "E") for West Coast-
based aircraft carriers to Sailors of the Nimitz-class aircraft carrier USS Carl Vinson (CVN 70) Feb. 10. 
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GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
10. China's Xi Jinping Warns U.S. Against Military Focus Within Asia-Pacific 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 14 FEB 12) ... Shaun Tandon 

WASHINGTON -- China's likely next leader Xi Jinping warned the United States against plans to boost its military strength in 
Asia as he prepared for a closely watched visit to Washington starting Monday. 

 
11. Russian Wrinkle In The South China Sea 
(ASIA TIMES ONLINE 13 FEB 12) ... Al Labita 

MANILA - A recently concluded three-day port call by three Russian warships in Manila has sparked speculation that Moscow 
may be angling to wade into the intensifying Spratly Islands dispute in the South China Sea. The warships, including the anti-
submarine Admiral Panteleyev, came at a time two American destroyers - the USS Wayne E Meyer and the USS Chafee - dropped 
anchor off the coasts of Manila and Cebu, respectively. 

 
12. Asia Key As U.S., EU Tighten Sanctions Against Iran 
(REUTERS 13 FEB 12) ... Peter Apps and Yeganeh Torbati 

LONDON - Western states hope new oil sanctions will deter Tehran from pursuing its disputed nuclear program but ultimately it 
will be China, India and other Asian powers that determine their effectiveness impact on already volatile Iranian politics. 

 
13. Israel Says Iran Is Behind Bombs 
(NEW YORK TIMES 14 FEB 12) ... Ethan Bronner 

JERUSALEM — Tensions between Israel and Iran rose sharply on Monday when bombers struck at Israeli Embassy personnel in 
the capitals of India and Georgia. Israel accused the Tehran government of being behind the attacks, which Iran denied. 

 
14. Bahrain Erupts Before Protest Anniversary 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 14 FEB 12) ... Alex Delmar Morgan 

DOHA, Qatar - Riot police clashed with protesters across Bahrain on Monday, the eve of the first anniversary of the country's 
pro-democracy uprising, in some of the worst violence seen there for months. 

 
15. Report: Russian Sub Had Nukes During December Fire 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 13 FEB 12) ... Vladimir Isachenkov 

MOSCOW — A fire at a drydocked Russian nuclear submarine in December could have sparked a radiation disaster because it 
was carrying nuclear-tipped ballistic missiles and other weapons, despite official statements to the contrary, a Russian news magazine 
reported Monday. 

 
16. Damage To Submarine Has Senator ‘Worried' About Naval Defence 
(OTTAWA CITIZEN (CANADA) 13 FEB 12) ... Sheila Dabu Nonato 

OTTAWA - Liberal Senator Colin Kenny said Monday he is “worried” about Canada's naval defence as he pondered new photos 
uncovered by CBC that show extensive damage to the submarine HMCS Corner Brook which hit bottom last June. 

 
17. 21st Century Airships May Join Navy Fleet 
A new generation of British-built airships may be bought by the Royal Navy to resupply ships, following their 
use by the U.S. Army on the front line in Afghanistan. 
(THE TELEGRAPH (UK) 13 FEB 12) ... Thomas Harding 

Modern-day Zeppelins will take to the sky for the first time since the First World War when the U.S. Army begins using airships 
in Afghanistan. 

 

PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
18. Heaviest 2013 Defense Budget Cuts Would Fall On Troops 
(MCCLATCHY NEWSPAPERS 13 FEB 12) ... Nancy A. Youssef 

WASHINGTON — As the Pentagon sought to show Monday that it had made tough spending decisions in its fiscal 2013 budget 
proposal, the brunt of the reductions would fall on U.S. ground troops, which face job losses, modest pay raises and increased health 
care costs while serving in a smaller force. 
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19. DoD: Budget Cuts Will Not Hurt Current Troops 
Troop cuts, 1.7% pay raise highlight DoD budget 
(NAVY TIMES 13 FEB 12) ... Andrew Tilghman 

The Pentagon’s 2013 budget proposal released Monday calls for a 6 percent drop in overall spending, a contraction that reflects 
the end of the war in Iraq, the drawdown in Afghanistan and a delay in purchasing several new weapons systems. 

 
20. Obama Plans Raises, With Troops Getting More Than Civilians 
Pay freeze would end; workers would put more into retirement 
(WASHINGTON POST 14 FEB 12) ... Ed O'Keefe 

President Obama wants to give raises to people collecting federal paychecks, but in his new budget proposal, troops would get a 
larger pay boost than civilian employees. 

 
21. Budget Request Includes TRICARE Cut, Military Retirement Details 
(GOVERNMENT EXECUTIVE 13 FEB 12) ... Amanda Palleschi 

President Obama proposed new TRICARE co-pays and fees, as well as a review of military retirement benefits, in his fiscal 2013 
budget unveiled Monday. 

 
22. Navy Surgeon General Provides Leadership Guidance To Navy Medicine 
(YOUTUBE 12 FEB 12) ... U.S. Navy Medicine 

Navy Surgeon General Vice Adm. Matt Nathan provides an overview of his leadership expectations for the Navy Medical global 
workforce. 

 
23. Millions Owed To Families In Foreclosure Deal 
(NAVY TIMES 10 FEB 12) ... Patricia Kime 

The $25 billion nationwide foreclosure settlement announced Thursday by the Justice Department includes compensation for 
service members who have lost their homes to illegal foreclosures since 2006. 

 
24. Summit To Discuss Civilian Credentials For Vets 
(NAVY TIMES 13 FEB 12) ... Rick Maze 

The American Legion is bringing together industry, trade unions and military training officials next week for a three-day summit 
on cutting red tape to help separating service members translate military-learned skills into immediate post-service jobs. 

 
25. SUBLANT Sailors Participate In Culinary Showdown 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 13 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Kim Williams, Commander, Submarine Force 
Atlantic Public Affairs 

VIRGINIA BEACH, Va. -- Culinary specialists assigned to Commander, Submarine Force Atlantic (SUBLANT) participated in a 
culinary competition for Navy chefs at the Sheraton Hotel in Virginia Beach, Va., Feb. 10. 

 
26. Navy Seabee Hears Unborn Baby's Heartbeat Half A World Away 
(KPLR FOX ST. LOUIS 13 FEB 12) ... Dan Gray 

ST. LOUIS, MO— Many couples will be spending Valentine's Day sharing the love in their hearts. For one metro east couple an 
extra heart is beating this holiday. Thanks to technology a man serving in the Navy in Afghanistan got to hear his unborn baby's heart 
beat from an ultrasound in Belleville. Brandon and Lauren Winkelmann were nearly seven thousand miles apart at one of the most 
memorable moments in the lives of expectant parents. 

 

FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
27. DoD Proposes Smaller FY 2013 Shipbuilding Budget 
(DEFENSE DAILY 14 FEB 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

The Pentagon's funding request for Navy shipbuilding for fiscal 2013 released yesterday is down by more than $1 billion from the 
current spending year, but did not reflect the plan to delay construction on two Littoral Combat Ships and a Virginia -class attack 
submarine as outlined in the revised five-year shipbuilding plan. 

 
28. Procurement Delays Add Up To Big Savings 
(NATIONAL DEFENSE 13 FEB 12) ... Sandra Erwin 

Pentagon contractors will be taking a $75 billion hit from weapon cuts and delays that are part of the 2013-2017 budget proposal. 
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29. Lawmakers: Navy Plan To Move Carrier Dead In Water 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 14 FEB 12) ... Bill Bartel 

WASHINGTON - The Navy has ended, for now, its attempt move a Norfolk-based aircraft carrier to Mayport, Fla., but three 
other ships - possibly from Hampton Roads - might be headed for the Florida base soon. 

 
30. No Carrier For Mayport In The Near Future, If At All 
(FLORIDA TIMES-UNION 13 FEB 12) ... Adam Kealoha Causey 

If the economy doesn’t improve, Mayport Naval Station won’t be getting a nuclear-powered aircraft carrier, at least not until the 
middle of the next decade. 

 
31. Pentagon: Budget Cuts In Manpower, Weapons Programs To Add Savings 
San Diego benefits from crosscurrent shifting resources toward Asia-Pacific 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 13 FEB 12) ... Gretel C. Kovach 

San Diego and its concentration of military bases and defense companies are expected to fare well under proposed Pentagon 
budget cuts announced Monday, despite potential reductions in manpower, aircraft purchases, operational units and shipbuilding. 

 
32. Federal Budget's Impact In Maine: Heating Aid Loses, BIW Gains 
Obama's budget calls for more destroyers, cutting LIHEAP and base closures that could imperil Portsmouth 
Naval Shipyard. 
(PORTLAND (ME) PRESS HERALD 14 FEB 12) ... Jonathan Riskind 

WASHINGTON — President Obama's proposed budget again would slash a home-heating assistance program that helps 
thousands of low-income Mainers. 

 
33. 2013 Defense Budget Rollout: Just the Opening Salvo 
(NATIONAL DEFENSE 13 FEB 12) ... Sandra Erwin 

The Pentagon's 2013 budget unveiled today by the Obama administration contains no big surprises. Most of the bombshells were 
dropped by Defense Secretary Panetta two weeks ago. 

 
34. Marinette-Built Navy Ship Hits Choppy Seas 
Leak is fourth serious problem 
(MILWAUKEE JOURNAL SENTINEL 13 FEB 12) ... Rick Barrett 

The U.S. Navy combat ship USS Freedom, built in Marinette, suffered another setback recently when it developed a leak off the 
coast of California and was forced to return to port. 

 
35. Navy Discloses $811 Million Overrun On Gerald Ford Carrier 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 13 FEB 12) ... Tony Capaccio 

The cost of the aircraft carrier Gerald R. Ford has increased by $811 million, or about 16 percent, over its $5.16 billion target 
price, the Navy said. 

 
36. U.S. Sees "Manageable Risk" In F-35 Restructuring 
(REUTERS 13 FEB 12) ... Andrea Shalal-Esa 

WASHINGTON - The Pentagon on Monday confirmed plans to postpone production of 179 F-35 Joint Strike Fighters built by 
Lockheed Martin Corp over the next five years to save $15.1 billion, but it said the risk was "manageable." 

 
37. Pentagon Plan Reduces Proposed Buy Of Boeing P-8As 
(REUTERS 13 FEB 12) 

WASHINGTON - The U.S. Navy would save $5.2 billion through fiscal 2017 by buying 10 fewer Boeing Co P-8A Poseidon 
maritime surveillance planes under the Pentagon's proposed budget for fiscal 2013, according to Pentagon budget documents. 

 
38. Defense Budget Funds Missile Defense Capability Improvements--Including MEADS, PAC-3 
(DEFENSE DAILY 14 FEB 12) ... Ann Roosevelt 

In support of administration priorities, the fiscal year 2013 budget request for the Missile Defense Agency (MDA) is $7.7 billion, 
down from $8.4 billion in FY '12, with funding reductions in various programs to support Defense Department goals. 
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39. Marines Test Helo Drone To Haul MREs And H2O To FOBs 
(AOL DEFENSE 13 FEB 12) ... Richard Whittle 

WASHINGTON - The proposition can't be proven yet, but it's likely some Marines in Afghanistan who might have been killed or 
wounded since mid-December by roadside bombs, aka IEDs, are alive and well today thanks to an experimental unmanned helicopter 
the Corps is testing. 

 

BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
40. As The Military Goes, So Goes The Hampton Roads Economy 
(WVEC ABC NORFOLK 13 FEB 12) ... David Alan 

NORFOLK -- In Hampton Roads, military homecomings are more than long-awaited family reunions. They are more than 
displays of sacrifice and service. Homecomings remind us that military might is by far the engine that drives our economy. 

 
41. Reaction In Mayport: Resignation, Anger 
(FLORIDA TIMES-UNION 14 FEB 12) ... Drew Dixon 

The apparent end or at least delay of a nuclear aircraft carrier coming to Mayport brought outrage along with resignation near the 
naval base Monday. 

 
42. Pentagon Seeks More Base Closures 
(NEW LONDON DAY 14 FEB 12) ... Jennifer McDermott 

The Defense Department unveiled its $525.4 billion base budget for fiscal 2013 Monday and asked Congress to authorize not one 
but two new rounds of base closures, in 2013 and again in 2015. 

 
43. Navy Getting $280 Million To Build Explosives Handling Wharf 
(KITSAP (WA) SUN 13 FEB 12) 

BANGOR — Only one Kitsap project was funded in the military construction budget President Obama sent to Congress Monday, 
but it was a biggie. 

 
44. Pentagon Eyes $26 Mil. For Transfer Of Marines From Okinawa To Guam 
(KYODO NEWS 14 FEB 12) 

WASHINGTON -- The Defense Department said Monday it will seek a $26 million budget for the planned transfer of U.S. 
Marines based in Japan's Okinawa Prefecture to Guam for fiscal 2013, about one-sixth of the outlays it requested in the previous year's 
budget. 

 
45. Iwakuni Leaders Receive Assurance That Marines Won't Relocate From Okinawa 
(STARS AND STRIPES 14 FEB 12) ... Matthew M. Burke 

SASEBO NAVAL BASE, Japan — No U.S. Marines from Okinawa will be moving to Iwakuni as part of ongoing realignment 
efforts, Japanese officials said Tuesday. 

 
46. Navy Takes Bids Online For Old Puerto Rico Base 
Online bidders get chance for slice of closed Puerto Rico Navy base overlooking Caribbean 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 13 FEB 12) 

SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico -- The U.S. Navy is trying to find a buyer for more than 2,000 acres overlooking the Caribbean in Puerto 
Rico. 

 

NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
47. First Lady, Panetta To Unveil Spouse Employment Report 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 13 FEB 12) ... Elaine Sanchez 

WASHINGTON – Alongside some of the nation’s top officials, First Lady Michelle Obama and Dr. Jill Biden, wife of Vice 
President Joe Biden, will unveil an employment report this week intended to ease military spouses’ ongoing issues with occupational 
licenses, White House officials announced today. 

 
48. As DOD Budget Shrinks, VA Sees A 10 Percent Increase 
(STARS AND STRIPES 13 FEB 12) ... Bill Murphy Jr. 

WASHINGTON — In an era of austerity, the Department of Veterans Affairs would grow by more than 10 percent next year 
under President Obama’s budget announced Monday. 
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49. High-End Ships, Ice-Breakers Compete For Precious Coast Guard Dollars 
(NATIONAL DEFENSE 13 FEB 12) ... Eric Beidel 

The Coast Guard is down to one operational icebreaker, a less than favorable situation given the increased role the service is 
being asked to take in the Arctic. 

 
50. U.S. Uses Russian Icebreaker To Get Fuel Supplies To Antarctica 
(STARS AND STRIPES 12 FEB 12) ... Seth Robson 

McMURDO STATION, Antarctica — The U.S. is relying on a Russian icebreaker to deliver supplies to its main base in 
Antarctica thanks to continued problems with its own shrinking fleet of the cold-water vessels. 

 
51. SEALs Grab Spotlight In Hollywood 
"Act of Valor" has red-carpet premiere 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 13 FEB 12) ... Jeanette Steele 

HOLLYWOOD — Sunset Boulevard was shut down for an hour Monday night, but it wasn’t marquee-name movie stars creating 
the hoopla. 

 

OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
52. China's Long Reach 
Regime's influence undercuts U.S. values 
(WASHINGTON POST 14 FEB 12) ... Yu Jie 

Chinese dissident writers exiled to the West today get a very different response than Soviet writers received not so long ago. 
 

53. The New Rules: The Coming War With Iran 
(WORLD POLITICS REVIEW 13 FEB 12) ... Thomas P.M. Barnett 

While the debate over whether Israel will strike Iran ebbs and flows on an almost weekly basis now, a larger collision-course 
trajectory is undeniably emerging. To put it most succinctly, Iran won't back down, while Israel won't back off, and America will back 
up its two regional allies -- Israel and Saudi Arabia -- when the shooting finally starts. 

 

BBLLOOGGSS::  
54. EXCERPTS FROM BLOGS AROUND THE WORLD 
(PUBLISHED 10 – 13 FEB 12) 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. DoD Fiscal 2013 Budget Proposal Released 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 13 FEB 12) ... Department of the Navy 

WASHINGTON -- President Barack Obama sent 
Congress a proposed defense budget of $613.9 billion for 
fiscal 2013, Feb. 13. 

The request for the Department of Defense (DoD) 
includes $525.4 billion in discretionary budget authority to 
fund base defense programs and $88.5 billion to support 
Overseas Contingency Operations (OCO), primarily in 
Afghanistan. 

Of the discretionary budget, $155.9 billion represents the 
Department of the Navy's budget request. This is a decrease of 
$1.4 billion from last year's baseline appropriation. 

Rear Adm. Joseph Mulloy, deputy assistant secretary of 
the Navy for budget, briefed media at the Feb. 13 DoD budget 
press conference about the Navy portion of the budget. 

Mulloy said that during budget deliberations, a premium 
was placed on the Navy's presence in the Asia-Pacific region 
and the Middle East and took into account innovative methods 
to generate more forward presence with a smaller and leaner 
force while retaining the ability to surge as needed. Following 
the Defense Strategic Guidance, Mulloy said Navy's budget 
was built by applying the tenets of warfighting first, operate 
forward, and be ready. As a result, he believes the force will 
be leaner, agile, flexible, ready and technologically advanced 
while retaining core Navy-Marine Corps warfighting 
capabilities to operate forward, preserve the peace, respond to 
crises, and protect U.S. and allied interests. 

The $525.4 billion for the base DoD budget includes cuts 
and other initiatives that will reduce planned spending by $259 
billion over the next five years and $487 billion over ten years, 
levels that are consistent with the Budget Control Act. The 
budget adjusts programs that develop and procure military 
equipment; begins to re-size ground forces; slows the growth 
of compensation and benefit programs; continues to make 
better use of defense resources by reducing lower-priority 
programs, and restructures the defense organization to achieve 
more efficient approaches to doing business. 

Defense officials say the DoD budget request focuses on 
funding priorities for a 21st century defense that protects the 
country and sustains U.S. global leadership. It reflects the 
need for DoD and the military to adapt in order to proactively 
address the changing nature of the security environment and to 
reflect new fiscal realities. 

Highlights of the Navy budget proposal include: 

 Investment of approximately $13 billion per year in 
shipbuilding, resulting in 41 new-construction ships 
across the Future Years Defense Plan (FYDP). 
Although a decrease from the President's FY12 
Budget, the investment strives to maintain a healthy 
industrial base to ensure future innovation and 
technological advantage. 

 Overall battle force ships will be 284 in FY13. 
Shipbuilding budget changes will result in a Navy 
fleet size of more than 280 ships by the end of the 
five-year plan. 

 The ordering date of the future John F. Kennedy 
(CVN 79) has not changed; signing of the detailed 

design and construction contract in FY13 will remain 
on schedule. The construction schedule will be 
moved back two years in order to decrease pressure 
on the shipbuilding budget without impacting force 
structure. CVN 79 is the numerical replacement for 
USS Nimitz (CVN 68) and will be delivered no later 
than 2022 in order to maintain the 11-carrier force 
structure. 

 The department remains committed to a 55-ship LCS 
class. However, due to fiscal constraints, 
procurement has been slowed across the FYDP, 
reducing LCS by two ships, one of each variant. 

 The first year of full funding for LHA 8 will be 
moved from FY16 to FY17. The impact is minimal 
since LHA 8 also has advance procurement funding 
in FY15 and FY16. Construction and delivery 
timelines are not affected. LHA 8 is anticipated to be 
operational approximately one year after delivery in 
the FY25 timeframe. 

 Retirement of seven guided missile cruisers: USS 
Cowpens (CG 63), USS Anzio (CG 68), USS 
Vicksburg (CG 69), USS Port Royal (CG 73), in 
FY13; and USS Gettysburg (CG 64), USS Chosin 
(CG 65) and USS Hue City (CG 66) in FY14. Two 
Amphibious Dock Landing Ships will also be retired 
during the FYDP: USS Whidbey Island (LSD 41) 
and USS Tortuga (LSD 46). All nine ships will be 
retired before the end of their service lives which is 
consistent with working more efficiently and cost-
effectively in this resource-constrained environment. 

 Support for development efforts for the Ohio class 
replacement program continue, but at reduced levels. 
Virginia class procurement was reduced in the FYDP 
from 10 SSNs to nine (delayed procurement of 1 SSN 
from FY14 to FY18). To mitigate the large undersea 
strike capacity lost when SSGN retires in 2026-2028, 
the Navy is investing in research and development 
for the Virginia Payload Module. 

 The Department continues to procure aircraft at 
sufficient levels to meet fielding and combat 
requirements with manageable risk (765 aircraft 
across the FYDP). However, many programs have 
been delayed or reduced. Joint Strike Fighters (F-35 
B/C) are reduced by nearly 50 percent across the 
FYDP (21 F-35B and 48 F-35C models reduced). 
Additional reductions include P-8A, MV-22B, MH-
60R, and KC-130J. 

 While funding for unmanned aerial vehicles has been 
reduced, it remains robust despite a delay in the 
Unmanned Carrier Launched Airborne Surveillance 
and Strike program and termination of the Medium 
Range Maritime Unmanned Aerial System. 

 The proposed budget protects development of new 
sea-based intelligence, surveillance, and 
reconnaissance (ISR) systems and other maritime 
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capabilities (Fire Scout, Small Tactical Unmanned 
Air System, and Broad Area Maritime Surveillance). 

 The budget proposal reflects the department's 
commitment to taking care of its Sailors, Marines, 
Civilians and their families and continues the 
investments needed to ensure they remain the world's 
premier maritime force. A 1.7 percent military basic 
pay increase that reflects the economic conditions of 
the country is proposed in FY13 and FY14. Pay 
growth is slowed in FY15 and beyond over the FYDP 
to achieve more control over personnel costs while 
also keeping pay competitive. 

The separate OCO budget totals $88.5 billion, $26.6 
billion below the fiscal 2012 enacted budget of $115.1 billion. 

The proposed budget reflects the withdrawal of combat troops 
from Iraq in December 2011, as well as savings due to 
operational progress in Afghanistan and the transition to 
Afghan responsibility for security. 

To view the proposed FY 2013 DoN budget documents, 
visit http://www.finance.hq.navy.mil/fmb/13pres/books.htm. 

Highlights of the proposed DoD budget are outlined at 
http://www.defense.gov/news/2013budget.pdf. For more 
information and to view the entire fiscal 2013 budget 
proposal, visit http://www.budget.mil and download the "FY 
2013 Budget Request Overview Book." To view budget-
related transcripts, visit http://www.defense.gov/transcripts. 

View Clip (RT: 0:35) 
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2. Navy Budget Request Avoids Deep Cuts 
(NAVY TIMES 13 FEB 12) ... Sam Fellman and Joshua Stewart 

The Navy’s $170.1 billion budget request, released 
Monday, suggests the Navy has emerged a relative winner in 
the latest round of belt-tightening. 

The request includes $155.9 billion in baseline funds and 
$14.2 billion in war funds, altogether a 1.7 percent drop from 
last year. The service’s main concessions are reducing the 
number of ships built over the next five years and retiring 
seven cruisers and two dock landing ships earlier than 
anticipated. By comparison, the Air Force is retiring 130 
airplanes, and the Army and Marine Corps are shedding tens 
of thousands of troops over the next few years. 

But that doesn’t mean the cuts won’t be felt. Thousands 
of jobs are disappearing over the next few years, and for the 
first time in at least a decade, operations funds would increase 
as personnel costs drop. 

The budget must be approved by Congress and signed by 
the president. 

Manning is set to drop, the budget makes clear. As a 
result of last fall’s enlisted retention boards, which cut 2,946 
sailors, the Navy is already well below congressionally 
mandated end strength for 2012. And between now and Sept. 
1, 2013, the Navy will have to cut active-duty manning by 
1,022 to get to an end strength of 322,700. 

Manpower drops further after 2013. By September 2015, 
another 4,400 jobs will be cut before adding 1,000 positions 
the following year. 

“The bottom line: the Navy’s got end strength going flat” 
over the next five years, said Rear Adm. Joseph Mulloy, 
deputy assistant secretary of the Navy for budget. The 
fluctuations there, he continued, “reflect some of the 
decommissionings, other changes.” 

In all, the Navy expects to spend $17.9 billion less on 
personnel over the next five years than previously planned. 
Additionally, over the next five years operation and 
maintenance funding is going down $2.6 billion, procurement 
is going down $32 billion, research and development by $2.3 
billion and infrastructure spending by $3.3 billion. 

The Navy is continuing to invest in more planes and 
battle-force ships, while spending more on developing the F-
35 Lightning II joint strike fighter and other future weapons. 

Aviation 
The budget calls for 192 new aircraft next year. It 

includes six F-35Bs, a jump-jet variant Marines will use, and 

four F-35Cs, a Navy version with bigger wings and sturdier 
landing gear for carrier operations. 

Spending is going up for research and development for 
the F-35, going from $1.310 billion to $1.481 billion. It’s 
unclear if the figures included in Navy documents refer to all 
three variants or just the Navy and Marine versions. As the P-
8 Poseidon moves closer to entering operations, research and 
development funding for the next-generation maritime patrol 
aircraft is dropping from $609 million to $421 million. 

The Navy wants 26 new F/A-18 E/F Super Hornets, the 
biggest fixed-wing purchase. It is unclear if those planes will 
be used by the Navy or Marine Corps. 

The Navy also plans to buy 37 MH-60 helicopters. 
Those new aircraft should get put to good use: funding for 

flight operations is going up slightly. Including operations in 
Afghanistan, funding is going from $4.8 billion to $4.9 billion. 

Flying hours are staying “relatively flat,” as is aircraft 
maintenance levels, Mulloy said. 

Ships And Submarines 
The request calls for building 10 ships at a total cost of 

$10.9 billion. In fiscal 2013, the Navy plans to build two 
Virginia-class attack submarines, two destroyers, four littoral 
combat ships, one joint high-speed vessel and begin funding 
for the latest Ford-class aircraft carrier, the John F. Kennedy. 
Across the next five years, the plan outlines 41 ships to be 
built, including nine Virginia-class attack subs, nine destroyers 
and 16 LCS hulls. 

As part of an effort to save money, the Navy is 
decommissioning nine ships early. In fiscal 2013, the plan 
calls for retiring the cruisers Cowpens, Anzio, Vicksburg and 
Port Royal. Retiring the following year would be cruisers 
Gettysburg, Chosin and Hue City, and dock landing ships 
Whidbey Island and Tortuga. 

Depot-level maintenance for ships is fully funded at $6.4 
billion, a rise from last year. Ship operation spending, which 
funds underway days deployed and non-deployed, also has 
been bumped up to $5.2 billion. 

Construction 
The construction budget is shrinking. Last near the Navy 

budgeted $1.129 billion for construction worldwide, a figure 
that includes projects in Iraq and Afghanistan, but only $1.011 
billion has been budgeted for the next year. 
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Military construction has a “significant drop over time” 
and largely focuses on projects that support direct military 
needs, things like hangars, maintenance depots and other 
facilities that play a direct role in operations rather than 
support facilities like family housing, Mulloy said. 

The new budget does not show any funds overseas; 
operations in Iraq ended in the last year, and operations in 
Afghanistan have slowed. 

The budget sidelines the long-standing goal to relocate a 
nuclear-powered aircraft carrier to Mayport because it shifted 

the infrastructure spending needed to support the move out of 
the five-year budget forecast, Mulloy confirmed to reporters. 

“It effectively delays it,” he said of the deferred funding. 
“Strategic dispersal is still a strategic need,” he continued. 
“But it did take out the [military construction] as required for a 
carrier.” 

The family housing budget, however, is going up. On the 
construction side, it’s increasing from $101 million to $102 
million, while the operations budget is jumping from $368 
million to $378 million. 
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3. Pentagon Takes $1.6 Billion From Lockheed F-35 Jet In Biggest Defense Cut 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 13 FEB 12) ... Tony Capaccio and Gopal Ratnam 

The Pentagon’s proposed $525 billion budget for fiscal 
year 2013 would seek the most savings on weapons by 
reducing purchases of Lockheed Martin Corp.’s F-35 Joint 
Strike Fighter, the military’s costliest program. 

The Defense Department would cut $1.6 billion from the 
F-35 program by eliminating 13 planned aircraft, part of $18 
billion in weapons cuts proposed in the budget that President 
Barack Obama sent to Congress today for the year beginning 
Oct. 1. 

The proposed spending plan of $525.4 billion is $45 
billion less than projected a year ago and the first installment 
in an 8.5 percent reduction by 2021. With $88.5 billion in war 
spending added in, the Pentagon total would come to $613.9 
billion, down $31.8 billion from the amount enacted by 
Congress for this year. 

Representative Howard “Buck” McKeon of California, 
the Republican chairman of the House Armed Services 
Committee, criticized Obama’s budget proposal. 

Obama’s priorities will reduce “resources for our 
struggling armed forces and redirect them to exploding 
domestic bureaucracies,” McKeon said in a statement. “This 
budget reflects a true reduction, in real terms, of military 
spending while we have troops in combat.” 

The budget request marks the third consecutive year of 
slower growth in military spending since former Defense 
Secretary Robert Gates told Congress in January 2009 that 
“the spigot of defense spending that opened on 9/11 is 
closing.” 

Cuts By Categories 
The Pentagon is proposing to cut $259 billion through 

2017 from previous plans through reductions of $94 billion in 
weapons procurement, $69 billion in military personnel, $60 
billion in operations and maintenance, $19 billion in military 
construction and $17 billion in research and development. 

The budget proposal provides $9.17 billion for 29 F-35 
aircraft, two fewer than this year. The Pentagon also proposed 
delaying the purchase of 179 F-35s beyond 2017 for a total of 
$15.1 billion in savings. 

The cut in funding for the F-35 built by Bethesda, 
Maryland-based Lockheed results from “changing priorities, 
funding constraints and the need to reduce” the overlap 
between the program’s development and initial production, the 
Pentagon said in its budget documents. 

McKeon criticized the Pentagon for planning to reduce 
military compensation and for failing to plan for so-called 
sequester, automatic defense cuts of as much as $500 billion 
that are scheduled to start taking effect in January 2013. 

Panetta Before Congress 
Defense Secretary Leon Panetta will be questioned about 

the budget by lawmakers, starting with a scheduled 
appearance tomorrow before the Senate Armed Services 
Committee. 

Panetta presented the strategic backdrop for the budget on 
Jan. 26, outlining a strategy that places increased emphasis on 
the Asia-Pacific region while retaining a Middle East focus. 
The Pentagon promised in budget documents today “a force 
that is smaller and leaner, but also agile, ready, flexible and 
technologically advanced.” 

More resources will go to special operations such as the 
commando unit that killed al-Qaeda leader Osama bin Laden 
last year. 

Electronic Warfare 
To deliver on the strategy, today’s budget proposal would 

provide $1.8 billion for unspecified upgrades to tactical 
sensors and electronic warfare systems, $600 million in fiscal 
2014 for a new floating command base and $300 million for a 
new bomber. 

In addition to the F-35, the Pentagon seeks savings in 
fiscal 2013 of: $1.3 billion from delays in the Army’s new 
Ground Combat Vehicles program; $800 million from 
truncating purchases of Northrop Grumman Corp.’s Global 
Hawk drones; and $600 million from delaying by two years 
starting development on a new ballistic missile submarine, the 
SSBN(X). 

An additional $400 million would be saved from reduced 
purchases of the V-22 Osprey, a tilt-rotor aircraft built by 
Boeing Co. and the Bell Helicopter unit of Textron Inc., while 
$200 million more would be saved by canceling a program to 
upgrade the Army’s all-terrain Humvees. 

Winners, Losers 
Boeing and Raytheon Co. may be among the winners in 

the Pentagon’s proposed budget, Roman Schweizer, a 
Washington-based defense policy analyst at the investment 
firm Guggenheim Partners, said in a note to clients. 

“Boeing’s franchise aircraft programs appear to be in 
great shape,” Schweizer wrote. Proposed funding for the 
company’s Air Force tankers, AH-64 Apache helicopters and 
P8-A Poseidon surveillance planes are all “up substantially,” 
compared with this year, he said. Funding for Raytheon’s 
missiles, including the Advanced Medium Range Air-to-Air 
Missile, AIM-9X and Joint Standoff Weapon, “are either 
about even or up significantly,” Schweizer said. 

Oshkosh Corp., General Dynamics Corp. and United 
Technologies Corp.’s Sikorsky unit may be losers, with 
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funding for their programs declining “significantly,” while 
Lockheed and Textron may emerge as neither winners nor 
losers, according to Schweizer. 

The Standard & Poor’s 500 Aerospace & Defense Index 
rose less than 1 percent at the close in New York trading. The 
biggest gainers were Textron, United Technologies and 
Raytheon. 

Textron gained 4 percent to $28.04. Oshkosh, whose 
medium- duty trucks for the Army would be cut back under 
the budget plan, fell 5 percent to $23.68. Lockheed Martin 
rose 72 cents to $88.23. 

Base Closings 
The Pentagon also is requesting congressional authority to 

begin two additional rounds of domestic base closings in 2013 
and 2015, a politically sensitive proposal in an election year, 
as troops are reduced almost to the levels before the Iraq war. 

The budget documents include for the first time this year 
numerous examples of spending reductions and increases 
planned for 2013 through 2017, useful information for defense 
contractors making long-range plans. 

The Navy intends to spend $17.7 billion in fiscal 2013 on 
Navy and Military Sealift Command shipbuilding and $83.7 
billion through 2017. The programs benefit Huntington Ingalls 
Industries Inc., General Dynamics, Lockheed Martin and 
Austal Ltd. 

Missile defense spending is projected at $9.7 billion in 
2013 and $47.4 billion through 2017. 

The Pentagon intends to spend $25.1 billion through 2017 
for “strategic deterrence,” including improvements for the B61 
nuclear bomb, D5 Trident missiles and Minuteman III missile 
arsenal. 

Air Force, Navy 
The Air Force plans to request $6.3 billion for a new 

bomber through 2017. The Army wants to spend $5.7 billion 
through 2017 on buying new Boeing CH-47 Chinook 
helicopters or improving current ones. 

The Navy plans to buy 10 fewer of Chicago-based 
Boeing’s P- 8 Poseidon maritime reconnaissance aircraft, 
saving $5.2 billion through 2017. 

Cancellation of the Defense Weather Satellite System by 
Northrop Grumman, based in Falls Church, Virginia, would 
save $2.3 billion through 2017, and truncating the Block 30 
version of Northrop’s Global Hawk drone saves $2.5 billion 
over five years. 

Lockheed Martin’s Thaad missile interceptor program 
would be trimmed by 150 weapons through 2017, for $1.8 
billion in savings. 

Canceling eight Austal Joint High Speed Vessels would 
save $1.5 billion through 2017, including $200 million in 
2013. 

Pace Of Reductions 
The fiscal 2013 budget proposal is 2.3 percent less, 

adjusted for inflation, than this year’s budget. The Pentagon 
projects a 1.6 percent reduction in inflation-adjusted spending 
power from 2013 to 2017. 

By contrast, the base defense budget grew from 2002 to 
2009 at an average inflation-adjusted rate of 4 percent 
annually. 

Base budget reductions would deepen from $45 billion 
next year to $53 billion in fiscal 2014 and $54 billion by 2017, 
according to administration figures outlining the first five 
years of the Pentagon’s proposed deficit-reduction plan. 

To save $29.4 billion through 2017, the Pentagon also is 
proposing to provide smaller pay raises starting in 2015 and to 
increase enrollment fees and deductibles for new entrants into 
the military’s TRICARE For Life program. The health-
insurance system costs are requiring the services to set aside 
as much as $11 billion annually. 

The budget doesn’t propose revamping the military 
retirement system to save money, instead recommending that 
Congress set up a Retirement Modernization Commission. 

The cumulative personnel changes would save $11 billion 
in fiscal 2013, the Pentagon said. 

Personnel Cuts 
The Defense Department proposes reducing military 

personnel by 31,300, or 1.4 percent, from this year. Including 
cuts this year, military personnel, including Reserve and 
National Guard units, would be reduced by about 124,000 
through 2017. 

Personnel levels would drop to 2,238,400 from 2,269,700 
this year. The total would be 2,145,800 by 2017. 

Army forces will be reduced by less than 1 percent to 
1,115,300 in 2013 and drop to 1,048,200 in 2017. The Navy 
would have 1.7 percent fewer personnel, for 385,200 in 2013, 
and face a reduction of 3.9 percent to 376,600 people by 2017. 

The Marines will be down to 236,900 in 2013, or 2 
percent less than this year. By 2017, the Marines face a 
reduction of 8.3 percent to 221,700. 

The Air Force will have a total of 501,000 personnel in 
2013, or 1.9 percent fewer people than this year. In 2017, the 
Air Force’s personnel will decline to 499,300. 

High Priorities 
The Pentagon lists as “high-priority initiatives” 

investments in special operations forces, unmanned systems, 
cyber defense, ballistic missile defense, satellites and Boeing’s 
KC-46A tanker, which sees a funding increase to $1.82 billion 
next year from $877 million this year. 

The budget calls for spending $8 billion on the purchase 
and launch of Lockheed Martin and Boeing satellites, 22 
percent less than this year. Still, the military is planning $40.1 
billion through 2017 for space purchases. 

The budget requests $3.4 billion for cyber security in 
fiscal 2013 and $18 billion through 2017. 

The General Dynamics WIN-T program is highlighted as 
the Army’s “cornerstone tactical communications systems,” 
receiving $1.2 billion in fiscal 2013 and $6.1 billion through 
2017. 

The proposed base budget for weapons spending is $98.8 
billion in fiscal 2013, or about $18 billion less than projected 
previously; $104.3 billion in fiscal 2014, or $21.6 billion less; 
$112.3 billion in fiscal 2015, or $17.2 billion less; $116.3 
billion in 2016, or $20.9 billion less; and $122.9 billion in 
2017 or $16.8 billion less. 
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4. Aircraft Carrier Stays, Amphib Ship To Go, Under Proposed Budget 
(NEWPORT NEWS DAILY PRESS 13 FEB 12) ... Cory Nealon 

Hampton Roads would keep all of its aircraft carriers — 
at least for the time being — but lose an amphibious assault 
ship under President Barack Obama's proposed budget. 

The plans unfurled in a flurry of statements issued 
Monday by Congress members from Virginia and Florida. 

Obama did not include money needed to make Naval 
Station Mayport — near Jacksonville, Fla. — capable of 
hosting a nuclear-powered aircraft. Virginia congressmen, 
who spoke with senior Pentagon officials last week, said the 
decision indicates that the Navy had scrapped the 
controversial plan. 

"It's a win, a strong win for Hampton Roads," said Rep. 
Scott Rigell, R-Virginia Beach, whose district includes Naval 
Station Norfolk, home to all five East Coast carriers. 

Estimated to cost hundreds of millions of dollars, the 
project would be fiscally irresponsible, especially since the 
Defense Department is under White House orders to trim its 
budget, Rigell said in a joint statement with Reps. Randy 
Forbes, R-Chesapeake, and Rob Wittman, R-Westmoreland. 

"With the need for efficient and effective use of all federal 
dollars, today's announcement is a victory not only for 
Hampton Roads, but for all taxpayers concerned about 
redundancy in government resources during tough economic 
times," Wittman said. 

Rep. Robert C. "Bobby" Scott, D-Newport News, issued a 
statement saying the decision was a "tremendous victory both 
for sound fiscal planning and especially the citizens of 
Hampton Roads." 

The U.S. Government Accountability Office estimated the 
cost of renovating Mayport to accomodate a nuclear-powered 
carrier would be $258.7 million to $356 million. The Navy 
earlier estimated the cost at more than $537 million. 

Rep. Ander Crenshaw, R-Florida, whose district includes 
Mayport, also said he spoke with Navy brass. He said a carrier 
will be moved to Florida, just not in time to meet the 
previously announced 2019 deadline. 

"The good news is I've been assured by the Chief of 
Naval Operations (CNO) that the Navy remains committed to 

a strategic dispersal of assets and to homeporting a nuclear 
aircraft carrier at Naval Station Mayport," he said in a 
statement. 

Lt. Courtney Hillson, a Navy spokeswoman at the 
Pentagon, confirmed that the Navy still plans to move a carrier 
to Florida but she did not say when. 

The Navy announced in 2008 that it would move one 
carrier from Norfolk to Florida to replace the conventionally 
powered USS John F. Kennedy, which was decommissioned 
in 2007. 

Florida lawmakers and the Navy said that spreading out 
the East Coast fleet — which the Navy does on the West 
Coast — would bolster national security and improve the 
nation's ability to respond to emergencies. 

Republican and Democratic lawmakers in Virginia 
countered that, because the fleet is constantly deployed, the 
carriers are already spread out. 

The exact number of jobs at stake isn't known, but it's 
substantial. For example, the USS George H.W. Bush has a 
crew of about 5,700 including its air wing. The figure doesn't 
include other ships in the carrier strike group. 

While Florida lawmakers bemoaned the carrier decision, 
they were optimistic about Navy plans to move an amphibious 
assault ship and two support ships to Mayport starting in 2015. 
The three ships account for nearly 2,000 Sailors and their 
families, Crenshaw said. 

They didn't name the ship, but Dan McLaughlin, a 
spokesman for U.S. Sen. Bill Nelson, D-Florida, confirmed it 
is currently homeported in Norfolk. The USS Bataan, the USS 
Wasp, the USS Iwo Jima and the USS Kearsarge are 
homeported at Naval Station Norfolk. 

Represenatives of Rigell and Forbes declined to comment 
on the matter, saying the Navy is expected to release more 
information Tuesday. 

"We're waiting for more details from the Navy," said Joe 
Hack, a Forbes spokesman. 

Hillson confirmed the Navy is planning the move. 
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5. Transition Benefits: Fleet Engagement Team Focuses on Post-ERB Assistance 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 13 FEB 12) ... Clark Pierce, Editor, Jax Air News 

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. -- The Post-Enlisted Retention 
Board Fleet Engagement Team from Navy Personnel 
Command presented a full day of transition assistance briefs 
Feb. 9 aboard Naval Air Station Jacksonville to Sailors not 
selected for retention by the fiscal year 2012 ERB. 

Most audience members raised their hands when asked if 
they were taking advantage of the Fleet and Family Support 
Center TAP (Transition Assistance Program) workshops. 

"Because ERB is a unique action for the Navy, the Bureau 
of Naval Personnel (BUPERS) placed a priority on interfacing 
with the fleet to publicize the latest policies, as well as bring 
questions about those policies back to BUPERS," said Capt. 
Steve Holmes, director of Military Community Management. 

In his opening brief to more than 75 Sailors and some of 
their family members, Holmes explained, "Our visit at NAS 
Jacksonville is to complement your ongoing transition efforts. 
The more we increase your understanding of the post-board 

processes - the better prepared you'll be for a successful 
transition." 

"Most of our audiences are very receptive to the 
information on transitional benefits. We've also had some very 
informative sessions with spouses because, obviously, they're 
as emotionally vested as their service member. One area of 
concern is protecting medical benefits, which for the long-
term may include affiliating with the Select Reserve," said 
Holmes. 

Also in attendance were two representatives from the 
outplacement firm of Challenger, Gray and Christmas Inc., 
which has contracted with the Navy to provide personalized 
career coaching and job search assistance. 

"As the lead Navy career counselor for my command, I 
like the content of this brief," said Navy Counselor Master 
Chief Mary Burroughs of U.S. Fleet Forces Command. "One 
of our Sailors' big concerns are their spouse and their house - 
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and how transition benefits can help point them to a more 
secure future. As long as ERB-affected Sailors are proactive 
and engaged in utilizing their transition benefits, such as TAP 
and outplacement services, I believe they'll be well positioned 
to realize their next career move after separation." 

Aviation Electrician's Mate 1st Class Melvin Young of 
Helicopter Anti-Submarine Squadron 11 attended the brief 
with his wife. They learned he would not be retained last 
November. 

"I'm still unhappy about our situation. Today, I'd like to 
hear a better explanation of how the board determined 
eligibility and evaluated sustained superior performance," he 
said. "As for post-separation plans, we'll be moving to 
Tennessee, where I plan to use my G.I. Bill to finish my 
degree. I'm also one of the fortunate few who qualify for the 

temporary early retirement authority (TERA) for Sailors who 
have completed at least 15 years of service." 

TERA is a temporary, voluntary program that offers 
voluntary early retirement at a reduced monthly stipend to 
eligible members with 15 to 20 years of active service. 

Aviation Electronics Technician 2nd Class Sakima 
Haynes, of Southeast Regional Calibration Center, had more 
than 14 years in when notified of his ERB status. "Like most 
everybody, I felt that I was unfairly designated by the board -
but that's water under the bridge now. Since then, I qualified 
for TERA, completed my TAP workshops and am getting 
ready to move to Atlanta, where I'll attend Oglethorpe 
University." 

For more information, contact the NPC Customer Support 
Center at 1-866-827-5672 or cscmailbox@navy.mil. 
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CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
6. USS Frank Cable Arrives In Portland 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 13 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist Seaman Apprentice Chris Salisbury, USS Frank Cable Public 
Affairs 

PORTLAND, Ore. -- Submarine tender USS Frank Cable 
(AS 40) arrived in Portland, Ore., for a regular overhaul and 
dry-docking Feb. 10. 

"I'm excited to be back in the States," said Personnel 
Specialist Seaman Apprentice Deven Gonzales, a Sailor 
assigned to Frank Cable. "I'm hoping to do a lot of cycling and 
sightseeing in Oregon." 

During their four week passage from Guam to Oregon, 
Sailors on board the Frank Cable enjoyed a week in Pearl 
Harbor, Hawaii; worked on qualifications; and participated in 
many fire, flooding, man-overboard and abandoned ship drills. 

"The Sailors' primary mission in Portland is to support the 
shipyard to ensure a smooth yard period, providing force 
protection for the ship," said Master Chief Hull Technician 
Kenneth Wagner, repair master chief on board Frank Cable. 
"Sailors, on their off time, will have opportunities to take in 
the sites here in the Northwest region." 

Wagner said the purpose of the ROH is to conduct 
engineering repair, hull preservation and provide material 
upgrades to the ship. 

"The dry-docking availability should result in a 
significant improvement in the material condition of the ship," 
said Capt. Pete Hildreth, Frank Cable's commanding officer. 
"As a result of this maintenance period, Frank Cable should 
not need to go back in dock for scheduled maintenance for 
eight years. This will allow Frank Cable to focus on its 
primary mission of conducting submarine repair in the 
Western Pacific." 

Submarine tender USS Emory S. Land (AS 39) is 
temporarily relieving Frank Cable from conducting 
maintenance of submarines and surface vessels deployed in 
the 7th Fleet area of responsibility. 

Following the dry-docking and maintenance, sea trials 
will be conducted prior to Frank Cable transitioning back to 
Guam. 
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7. USS Port Royal Returns To Honolulu 
The Guided-Missile Cruiser Returns From Independent Deployment 
(KITV ABC HONOLULU 13 FEB 12) 

The USS Port Royal returned to its home base at Pearl 
Harbor Monday after over seven months of being deployed. 

The guided-missile cruiser assisted in missions in Asia 
and the Middle East, notably in Iraq. 

The vessel's crew of more than 300 officers and enlisted 
Sailors were greeted by family and friends, many of which had 
Valentine's Day themed signs. 

The navy ship helped in transferring the defense of Iraqi 
territorial waters and several oil terminals to the Iraqi navy 
and Iraqi marines. 

View Clip (RT:0:47) 
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8. USS George H.W. Bush Wins Battle "E" 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 11 FEB 12) ... USS George H.W. Bush Public Affairs 

USS GEORGE H.W. BUSH At sea -- USS George H.W. 
Bush (CVN 77) was named the top aircraft carrier in the 
Atlantic Fleet in the 2011 Commander Naval Air Force 

Aircraft Carrier Battle Efficiency and Departmental Awards 
program, Feb. 10. 

The Battle Efficiency Award, or Battle "E,” recognizes 
superior operational performance, assessing the command's 
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accomplishments during training exercises and various 
command inspections. The crew of George H.W. Bush won 
the honors on the heels of the ship's first combat deployment. 
It was a clean sweep for the Navy's newest aircraft carrier, 
with a full 13 departmental awards and an additional nod to 
the combined USS George H.W. Bush/Carrier Air Wing 
EIGHT carrier maintenance team, making George H.W. Bush 
the only operational carrier to win honors in all categories. 

"Winning the Battle "E" is a great accomplishment and a 
testament to the skill of any crew, but it's all the more 
meaningful when you consider the fact that our crew earned it 
during the ship's maiden deployment - the first deployment 
ever for 40 percent of our Sailors," said commanding officer 
Capt. Brian "Lex" Luther. 

The Battle "E" Award is based on a comprehensive 
overview of the ship's battle readiness, assessing a variety of 
factors from the number of days the command spent at sea to 
its performance in competitive exercises such as precision 
anchoring evolutions to the ship's safety record. 

"Congratulations to USS CARL VINSON (CVN 70) and 
USS GEORGE H.W. BUSH (CVN 77) for your selection as 
the 2011 Battle "E" winners. Congratulations as well to all 
departmental winners on your hard work and demonstrated 
performance. The Sailors and officers of these carriers 
continue to achieve and surpass the high standards of those 
who have gone before. We are proud of the operational 
excellence and sound fiscal execution that you have displayed. 
You have our personal congratulations on a job well done," 
read a combined message from Commander, Naval Air Forces 
Vice Adm. Allen G. Myers and Commander, Naval Air Forces 
Atlantic Rear Adm. Ted N. Branch. 

"I think the very essence of our success was teamwork. 
We had a common goal and we worked together to achieve 
that," said Command Master Chief (SW/AW) David Colton. 
"A key element of that is leadership. We train ourselves and 
we train our subordinates, and that's culminated in the clean 
sweep. I'm exceptionally proud of every member of this crew, 
because every one of them played a role in this, from the 
Sailors launching the aircraft up on deck to the Sailors 
working in the ship's laundry, it was truly an all hands effort 
that paid off." 

"To the Sailors of USS GEORGE H.W. BUSH, 
congratulations on winning the 2011 COMNAVAIRLANT 
Carrier Battle "E" Award. Your sustained leadership led your 
team through a highly successful combat deployment in 

support of our continued war on terror, and has also 
culminated in your selection as the CNAL Battle "E" winner. 
Your commitment to excellence cannot be understated," read a 
separate message from Rear Adm. Branch. This is an 
incredible achievement for a ship that has just completed her 
maiden deployment and I look forward to future 
accomplishments. Please extend my heartiest congratulations 
to each member of your ship for a job well done." 

USS George H.W. Bush was the only operational carrier 
to sweep the departmental "E" competitions, earning the 
following honors: 

 Air Dept. - Yellow E 

 Aircraft Intermediate Maintenance Dept. - Black E 

 Combat Systems Dept. - Green CS 

 Damage Control - Red DC 

 Deck Dept. - White Crossed Anchors with Black D 

 Health Services Dept. - Blue M 

 Navigation Dept. - White Ship's Wheel 

 Operations Dept. - Green E 

 Reactor Dept. - Red E 

 Safety Dept. - Green S 

 Security - Black S 

 Supply Dept. - Blue E 

 Weapons Dept. - Black W 

 Carrier Maintenance - Purple E 

USS George H.W. Bush was also named a recipient of the 
U.S. Fleet Forces FY-11 Retention Excellence Award, also 
known as the "Golden Anchor," which recognizes the 
command's career information program, minimal attrition 
among junior Sailors, and exception management in support of 
retention programs. Ships winning the Retention Excellence 
Award are authorized to paint their anchors gold. 

"Your successes represent your command's commitment 
to the growth and development of your Sailors and will serve 
as the foundation of fleet readiness. Congratulations and well 
done," read the message from Commander, Fleet Forces 
Command Adm. John C. Harvey. 

USS George H.W. Bush is currently underway 
conducting carrier qualifications. 
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9. USS Carl Vinson Awarded 2011 Battle "E" 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 13 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Byron C. Linder, USS Carl Vinson Public Affairs 

USS CARL VINSON, At Sea -- Commander, Naval Air 
Forces awarded the 2011 Battle Efficiency (Battle "E") for 
West Coast-based aircraft carriers to Sailors of the Nimitz-
class aircraft carrier USS Carl Vinson (CVN 70) Feb. 10. 

Vinson Commanding Officer Capt. Kent D. Whalen 
congratulated the Vinson Sailors who made the award 
possible. 

"It is terrific to see this ship and crew receive this kind of 
recognition. It is a testament to their hard work and dedication 
and very appropriate for the announcement to come while 
forward deployed conducting combat operations," he said. 
"The spirit and enthusiasm on Carl Vinson amazes me every 

day. I couldn't be prouder of what these Sailors have 
accomplished." 

The annual award was the culmination of 2011's 365 
operational days, of which Vinson Sailors spent 235 at sea. 
This is Vinson's sixth Battle "E" overall, having previously 
earned the distinction in 1990, 1996, 1998, 2001 and 2004. 
This marks the first Battle "E" since returning from a refueling 
complex overhaul in 2009. 

"I am very proud of our crew and honored to be a part of 
the team. I see their dedication and professionalism every day, 
and I am thankful they are being recognized for their 
accomplishments in 2011," said Executive Officer Cmdr. Paul 
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Spedero. "I know our Sailors will wear the Battle "E" with 
pride and continue to serve our Navy with honor, courage and 
commitment." 

The Battle "E" is designed to measure and recognize a 
command's sustained superior performance and battle 
efficiency in an operational environment through the calendar 
year. 

Command Master Chief April Beldo noted the importance 
of teamwork in the achievement. 

"This is something I'll remember the rest of my career and 
long after. Look back at what this crew has accomplished, and 
there can be no doubt as to whether they deserved the "E"," 
she said. "Their spirit has been overwhelming and their will to 
succeed is the reason we're celebrating this. Individually, these 
Sailors are outstanding. Collectively, they are unbeatable." 

Vinson earned 14 departmental efficiency awards for 
2011 as part of the assessment - the Air Department Yellow 
"E," Aircraft Intermediate Maintenance Department Black 
"E," Combat Systems Green "CS," Damage Control Red 
"DC," Deck White Crossed Anchors with Black "D," 
Engineering Red "E," Medical Blue "M," Navigation White 
Ship's Wheel, Operations Green "E", Safety Green "S", 
Security Black "S", Supply Blue "E", Weapons Black "W", 
and Carrier Maintenance Purple "E”. 

"Our Sailors answered every bell with enthusiasm, 
technical expertise, an eye on safety and great pride in service. 
You don't win a Battle "E" on appearances. You have to excel 
in every area," said Rear Adm. Thomas K. Shannon, 

commander, Carrier Strike Group 1 (CSG 1). "Carl Vinson 
Sailors clearly demonstrated sustained superior performance, 
operational effectiveness and continuous readiness above all 
others. I couldn't be more proud." 

Lt. Cmdr. Amy Hunt, Vinson's training officer, noted 
despite the different criteria for earning a departmental award, 
one common factor ran through the individual successes. 

"We earned it because the Sailors worked really hard all 
year long," she said. "There were a lot of competitive 
exercises the departments had to perform. Whenever we had a 
graded general quarters drill, those went into the overall ship's 
grade." 

Vinson Sailors were charged with completing 110 graded 
exercises throughout the year. These evolutions were spread 
out over nine departments. 

"We trained very well and very hard, and our grades for 
those exercises were very good. We had two back-to-back 
combat deployments, and we demonstrated we were the go-to 
ship," Hunt said, citing Vinson's service in the 2011 Quicken 
Loans Carrier Classic NCAA basketball game. "Any time we 
were tasked with something, we did it. And we have a very 
good reputation as a ship because of our hardworking Sailors." 

Carl Vinson, embarked Carrier Air Wing (CVW) 17, 
guided-missile destroyer USS Halsey (DDG 97), and guided-
missile cruiser USS Bunker Hill (CG 52) comprise CSG 1. 
CSG 1 is conducting maritime theater security operations in 
the U.S. 5th Fleet area of responsibility. 
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GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
10. China's Xi Jinping Warns U.S. Against Military Focus Within Asia-Pacific 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 14 FEB 12) ... Shaun Tandon 

WASHINGTON -- China's likely next leader Xi Jinping 
warned the United States against plans to boost its military 
strength in Asia as he prepared for a closely watched visit to 
Washington starting Monday. 

China's vice president, who is tipped to rule the rising 
Asian power until 2023, called on the United States to 
prioritize economic growth and promised anew that Beijing 
would address foreign concerns about its currency's value. 

In a written interview with The Washington Post, Xi said 
the Pacific Ocean had “ample space” for both China and the 
United States but insisted that Asian countries were concerned 
foremost with “economic prosperity.” 

“At a time when people long for peace, stability and 
development, to deliberately give prominence to the military 
security agenda, scale up military deployment and strengthen 
military alliances is not really what most countries in the 
region hope to see,” Xi said. 

“We welcome a constructive role by the United States in 
promoting peace, stability and prosperity in the region. We 
also hope that the United States will fully respect and 
accommodate the major interests and legitimate concerns of 
Asia-Pacific countries,” he said. 

U.S. President Barack Obama, while seeking to trim vast 
military spending in response to budget pressure, has vowed to 
boost power in Asia where a number of nations have voiced 
concern at what they charge is a more assertive China. 

The United States has moved in recent months to send 
troops to Australia and the Philippines. It has also sought to 
increase military ties with Vietnam and Singapore, while 
maintaining longstanding bases in Japan and South Korea. 

On Monday, Chinese foreign ministry spokesman Liu 
Weimin emphasized the importance of trust between the two 
countries. 

“We always believe that the two countries are not rivals 
but cooperation partners,” he told reporters, after Xi left 
Beijing for the United States. 

“China is committed to the road of peaceful development. 
China's development is an opportunity for the U.S. and other 
countries, instead of a threat.” 

The Obama administration has tried to build personal 
bonds with Xi in hopes of future cooperation. China starts its 
power transition later this year, with Xi widely expected to 
succeed President Hu Jintao in 2013. 

Xi arrives Monday and will enjoy a welcome Tuesday at 
the White House, including a meeting with Obama. He will 
also stop at the Pentagon for talks billed by U.S. officials as 
significant in building military trust. 

Xi will Wednesday visit Iowa — where he paid a 
formative first visit to the United States in 1985 as a low-
ranking official — and Los Angeles. 

White House officials have said that they want a positive 
relationship with Xi but that they will press key U.S. concerns, 
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some of which may grow in prominence as November 
elections approach. 

U.S. lawmakers accuse China of devastating U.S. industry 
by keeping its renminbi currency artificially low to boost 
imports and of failing to protect the intellectual property of 
U.S. companies. 

Xi said that Americans have benefited from China's rapid 
economic growth. Repeating a figure offered by Hu on a state 
visit to Washington last year, Xi said that U.S. consumers 
have saved U.S.$600 billion by buying Chinese goods. 

“We have taken active steps to meet legitimate U.S. 
concerns over IPR (intellectual property rights) protection and 
trade imbalance, and we will continue to do so,” Xi said. 

“We will continue to press ahead with the reform of the 
RMB (renminbi) exchange rate formation mechanism and 
offer foreign investors a fair, rule-based and transparent 
investment environment,” Xi said. 

But Xi also repeated calls for the United States to ease 
restrictions on exports of sensitive technology to China and to 
“provide a level playing field” for Chinese businesses in the 
U.S. market. 

China has let its yuan appreciate since 2010 — largely in 
response to inflation concerns. 

Michael Froman, a White House deputy national security 
adviser, on Friday cited progress on the currency valuation 
and other economic issues but said that “there's a lot more to 
be done.” 

The United States has said it will also voice concern about 
human rights in China, amid a clampdown on domestic dissent 
and Tibetan areas, along with China's recent veto with Russia 
of a U.N. Security Council resolution that would have 
pressured Syrian President Bashar al-Assad over escalating 
violence. 

View Interview Transcript 
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11. Russian Wrinkle In The South China Sea 
(ASIA TIMES ONLINE 13 FEB 12) ... Al Labita 

MANILA - A recently concluded three-day port call by 
three Russian warships in Manila has sparked speculation that 
Moscow may be angling to wade into the intensifying Spratly 
Islands dispute in the South China Sea. The warships, 
including the anti-submarine Admiral Panteleyev, came at a 
time two American destroyers - the USS Wayne E Meyer and 
the USS Chafee - dropped anchor off the coasts of Manila and 
Cebu, respectively. 

The ships' presence coincided with renewed tensions 
between the Philippines and China over their conflicting 
claims to the potentially oil-and-gas rich Spratlys. Four other 
Asian countries - Brunei, Taiwan, Malaysia and Vietnam - 
also lay claim to parts of the Spratlys and areas of the South 
China Sea that China has claimed as its own. 

Philippine officials declined to link the docking of 
Russia's nuclear-armed vessels to its territorial row with 
China, claiming the visits were "routine.” Avoiding any 
reference to the Spratlys, the officials justified the docking as 
part of a bilateral agreement Manila and Moscow signed in 
December 2009. 

That accord, seen as part of Moscow's rivalry with 
Washington for strategic influence in the Asia-Pacific region, 
called for an exchange of defense and military delegations 
between the two countries. Under the accord, both sides also 
agreed to strengthen bilateral cooperation in tackling threats of 
terrorism, piracy, and transnational crimes. 

"We have an existing memorandum of agreement 
between our Department of National Defense and the Ministry 
of Defense of the Russian Federation," Philippine Navy 
spokesperson Lt Col Omar Tonsay said when queried about 
the Russian ships' arrival. 

A Russian envoy in Manila, Nikolay Kudashev, said, "I'm 
confident that the contacts between our navies reflect our 
countries' commitment to countering common challenges and 
threats." 

Asked whether Moscow would play a role in easing 
tensions fueled by the Spratlys row, he said Moscow remained 
open to such a possibility. "Whenever you need our advice 
and experience, we will be most welcome to extend it," he told 

reporters at a Manila port following the arrival of the Russian 
battleships. 

He later clarified that, as much as possible, Moscow 
would not interfere in the maritime dispute, noting that it is 
regional in nature. "Naturally, we would not like to interfere or 
to impose in any way our will upon China and the Philippines. 
They are both our friends and partners," the Russian envoy 
said. 

Those mixed messages are in sharp contrast with 
Washington's high-profile stance in the Spratlys dispute. U.S. 
Secretary of State Hillary Clinton said at an Association of 
Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) meeting in Hanoi last year 
that the U.S. had a "national interest" in the area. 

The next destination for the Russian warships, which 
came from the Gulf of Aden on a mission to protect ships 
from pirate attacks, was unknown when they left port. Russian 
media on Sunday reported that they were due in Vladivostok 
that day, citing the fleet's spokesman. They had arrived in 
Manila on January 31 for the three-day visit. 

Analysts said they would likely remain in the vicinity to 
monitor the upcoming "war games" between U.S. and 
Philippine involving 1,500 American and Filipino marines. 
For the first time in years, the joint military exercises will be 
held near the disputed Spratly islands, a move that could put 
U.S. and Philippine forces perilously close to a naval 
confrontation with China. 

Though China has not yet reacted to the latest Russian 
and U.S. twists in its maritime row with the Philippines, some 
of its hawkish Politburo officials had earlier warned of 
resorting to force to enforce its "indisputable sovereign" 
claims to the potentially oil-rich chain of islands and other 
islets in the vast South China sea. Manila officials, however, 
said the joint U.S. maneuvers - set to last from March to April 
this year - will only take place within the Philippine-claimed 
areas of the Spratlys or within the country's 200-mile (321.8 
kilometer) exclusive economic zone. 

For the first time, too, the joint exercises will stage a new 
mode of amphibious training: how to defend and retake an oil 
and gas platform from imaginary enemies, or "terrorists." 
China may feel alluded to by such a tag as its patrol vessels 
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have frequently harassed prospecting foreign oil firms and 
Filipino fishermen in the west Philippine sea, prompting 
Manila to lodge diplomatic protests. 

For instance, Dutch oil multinational Shell has existing 
drilling operations in Palawan province, particularly in 
Malampaya, west of Manila. Last month, the company paid 
U.S.$1.1 billion to the Philippine government in royalties, the 
bulk of which will apparently be used to bankroll the Armed 
Forces of the Philippines' (AFP) modernization program. 

It is unclear if the presence of Russian ships in the area is 
linked to any future energy deals Moscow may hope to strike 
in the Philippines-claimed areas of the South China Sea. 

Provocative Games 
The "war games" with Washington come amid talk that 

the U.S. plans to ramp up its military presence in the 
Philippines, including the establishment of a naval outpost in 
the west Philippine sea to help the AFP ward off repeated 
intrusions by Chinese naval gunboats. The outpost could 
house some of the 4,000 American marines the U.S. plans to 
redeploy on a rotational basis from Okinawa, Japan, to 
Australia, Hawaii, Guam and the Philippines. 

The redeployment, part of Washington's new defense 
strategy to shift focus from Iraq and Afghanistan to the Asia-
Pacific vis-a-vis China's rise as a military power in the region, 
will be tackled in next month's high-level meeting of senior 
U.S. and Philippine officials in Manila. U.S. Defense 
Secretary Leon Panetta and Secretary of State Hillary Clinton 
are expected to attend the meeting with Philippine Foreign 
Affairs Secretary Albert del Rosario and Defense Secretary 
Voltaire Gazmin. 

U.S. Assistant Secretary of State for Political and Military 
Affairs Andrew Shapiro has just ended his three-day visit to 
Manila to lay the groundwork for next month's meeting of 
American and Filipino foreign affairs and defense officials. 
The upcoming meeting will discuss ways on how the U.S. can 

beef up the Philippines' defense capability vis-a-vis China's 
aggressiveness in asserting its territorial claims to the Spratlys. 

That could mean an expanded U.S. military presence in 
the Philippines, a highly sensitive political issue after 
American bases at Subic and Clark were closed amid a wave 
of nationalism in 2000. Some 600 U.S. Special Forces troops 
are stationed in the Philippines, helping government security 
forces battle Islamic militants in strife-torn Mindanao. 

Philippines officials have consistently ruled out the 
reestablishment of U.S. bases, citing the country's constitution 
which bans the presence of foreign military installations. 
However, the sense of urgency for external defense amid 
China's perceived as expansionist tendencies has spurred 
Manila to turn to Washington for succor short of 
compromising the anti-bases provision of its laws. 

In the second U.S.-Philippines strategic dialogue held in 
Washington last month, Manila agreed to allow the U.S. to 
raise the level of its security engagement, an offer which has 
drawn protests from nationalist and leftist groups. In turn, 
Washington agreed to Manila's request for a second warship 
but has so far kept mum on the possible supply of F-16s and 
other modern armaments. 

Similarly, the U.S. also acceded to return the weapons 
system, communications equipment and other state-of-the art 
gear it stripped from the Hamilton-class naval cutter it turned 
over to the AFP late last year. As with the first warship, the 
second one will be availed of by the Philippines under the U.S. 
Foreign Military Sales Program, a component of the U.S.-
Philippines Mutual Defense Treaty signed in 1951. 

Given the paradigm shifts in U.S.-Philippine defense 
cooperation, it is not surprising that Russia is suddenly flexing 
their naval muscle in the region. And while Manila looks to 
Washington for strategic reassurance vis-à-vis Beijing, it has 
also kept its door open to Moscow and stirred further the 
South China Sea's troubled waters. 
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12. Asia Key As U.S., EU Tighten Sanctions Against Iran 
(REUTERS 13 FEB 12) ... Peter Apps and Yeganeh Torbati 

LONDON - Western states hope new oil sanctions will 
deter Tehran from pursuing its disputed nuclear program but 
ultimately it will be China, India and other Asian powers that 
determine their effectiveness impact on already volatile 
Iranian politics. 

Both the United States and European Union have 
introduced tough new restrictions coming into force later this 
year and designed to effectively choke off Iran's oil exports. 
But -- unlike rounds of sanctions imposed by the United 
Nations Security Council -- they are not binding on other 
countries. 

Although China has almost halved its imports of Iranian 
oil recently, Chinese officials are negotiating new contracts. 
Beijing has also made it clear it wants other Asian nations to 
continue their purchases. 

India, currently the largest single purchaser of Iranian oil, 
has struck a deal to pay for new deliveries with shipments of 
food. The U.S. and EU restrictions effectively block off large 
parts of the global financial system to purchasers of Iranian 
crude but also inevitably leave multiple loopholes. 

"To be truly effective, in this case, sanctions would have 
to be applied universally and internationally," said Dina 

Esfandiary, research analyst and sanctions specialist at 
London's International Institute for Strategic Studies. 

"That won't happen. They will have some effect, but it 
will be diluted." 

What Beijing, New Delhi and others do look to be doing, 
however, is using the new sanctions and broader diplomatic 
pressure from Washington in particular to negotiate much 
better pricing from Tehran. 

Just how far China and others beat the price down will 
have dramatic implications for Iran's economy and politics. A 
parliamentary election is due on March 2 and it will probably 
deepen an increasingly apparent split within the ruling elite. 

After the Iranian state's ferocious suppression of street 
protests in 2009, few expect a reformist revolt and moderate 
groups will largely ignore the vote. But given their different 
urban power bases, the rift between nationalists around 
President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad and conservative hardliners 
loyal to the supreme clerical leader, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, 
could still spill onto the streets, analysts believe. 

Recent subsidy cuts have driven up the price of petrol 
some 280 percent from early 2011 and the price of bread up 
25 percent. Analysts say further cuts could fuel discontent and 
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unrest, perhaps also raising the risk of hardline Revolutionary 
Guard elements attacking foreign targets as a distraction. 

Radical groups within Tehran's ruling establishment are 
believed to have been behind the storming of the British 
embassy in November and perhaps also an alleged attempted 
assassination of the Saudi ambassador to Washington D.C. In 
extreme circumstances, some worry that Iranian radicals could 
also strike crucial oil shipping in the Gulf. 

Only one thing is certain - the greater the economic 
squeeze, the greater the need to expect the unexpected. 

"If the last 13 months in the Middle East has taught us 
anything, it's the futility of making predictions about how 
people will react during times of economic disillusionment 
and political disenfranchisement," said Karim Sadjadpour, 
associate at the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace 
in Washington. 

Iran denies Western suspicions that it is enriching 
uranium with the ultimate goal of developing nuclear weapons 
capability. But investigations by U.N. nuclear inspectors have 
lent weight to such concerns and Iran has begun higher-grade 
enrichment in a mountain bunker better protected from air 
strikes. 

Wider Geo-Political Game 
How tight the sanctions screws will be tightened is a big 

question, particularly as the issue has swiftly been sucked into 
the quietly growing geo-political face-off between the United 
States and China. 

Last year, Beijing was willing to comply with U.N. 
sanctions and Western efforts to financially starve both 
Libya's Muammar Gaddafi and Ivory Coast's Laurent Gbagbo 
by refusing to buy their key oil and cocoa exports. But it is 
making clear it has no intention of doing the same when it 
comes to targeting Iran. 

"China cannot stay aloof from the affair," the Communist 
Party-run "Global Times" newspaper wrote on January 30, 
saying Beijing's strategic goals should be to safeguard oil 
supplies, prevent another Western-backed overthrow of a 
Middle East government and begin to show greater global 
leadership. 

"China should quicken its steps in coordinating with 
countries in Southeast Asia to try to best form a temporary 
alliance with them in continuing to buy oil from Iran. Such an 
alliance is possible, as seen from the hesitation of countries 
like Japan and India in sanctioning Iran." 

Not everyone believes that strategy will work. With many 
countries in Southeast Asia already concerned by China's rise, 
some suspect many governments will ultimately choose to 
stick with long-term ally Washington. 

"China's position on this is driven partly by commercial 
requirements but also by an ideological underpinning related 
to national sovereignty," says Michael Denison, a former 
senior adviser to ex-British Foreign Secretary David Miliband 
and now research director at London-based consultancy 
Control Risks. 

"For other Asian countries, it's going to be a more 
structured decision in which they balance their commercial 

interests with their strategic relationship with the United 
States." 

Some Western officials say they are largely unworried if 
some oil trade continues. Even if Asian buyers were to ignore 
the sanctions completely after they enter force on July 1, 
Tehran would still be losing trade from Europe. 

Without new investment and exploration, Iran's oil output 
will also swiftly begin to fall off. Independent industry 
analysts forecast it will fall already this year by some nine 
percent to an average of around 3.3 million barrels per day. 

Impact On Nuclear Programme? 
In retaliation for the EU and U.S. sanctions, Iran has 

threatened to block exports to Europe even before the 
sanctions enter force, a challenge for financially strapped 
Mediterranean states like Greece and Spain that have become 
more dependent on Iranian oil as they struggle to find credit 
elsewhere. 

But most experts say Tehran will be the ultimate loser, 
struggling to make up for the lost sales elsewhere. 

Given the risks of conflict, few countries seem willing to 
increase their reliance on Iranian output. With perhaps a view 
to keeping its options open, China in particular has boosted 
Saudi purchases and openly increased its contacts with 
Riyadh. 

"It's never going to be a complete block but it is going to 
squeeze them and we hope that will ultimately put pressure on 
them to pull back on the nuclear issue," said one Western 
official on condition of anonymity. 

"There are signs it is already working. When you see 
barter - such as the Indians paying for their oil with, for 
example, food - that is having a real impact on (Iranian) 
revenue." 

Although imperfect, sanctions were the best option 
available, he said, with the only real alternative "something 
much more direct and kinetic" -- euphemism for military 
action. 

Whether they will actually have the desired impact on the 
nuclear program, however, is hotly disputed. The level of 
domestic popular support for uranium enrichment in Iran is 
hard to gauge, but many believe it is relatively widespread. 

Iran says its enrichment work is for peaceful energy only. 
"While it's difficult to make generalizations, I think 

sanctions often accentuate people's existing political 
disposition," said Carnegie's Sadjadpour. "For government 
critics, it's another example of the regime's disregard for their 
well-being... but for government supporters, the sanctions 
provide further fodder to resent Western imperialism." 

Others disagree. If the sanctions can be made to work 
well enough to inflict real economic damage, they say, 
Tehran's leadership will have little choice but to soften its 
stance. 

"The moment where Khamenei will change is the moment 
where the economic consequences of his policies start to 
threaten the stability of the regime," says Israeli-Iranian 
Middle East analyst Meir Javedanfar. "That's the moment of 
truth ... The health of the economy an existential matter for the 
Islamic Republic. The nuclear program is not." 

Return to Index 
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13. Israel Says Iran Is Behind Bombs 
(NEW YORK TIMES 14 FEB 12) ... Ethan Bronner 

JERUSALEM — Tensions between Israel and Iran rose 
sharply on Monday when bombers struck at Israeli Embassy 
personnel in the capitals of India and Georgia. Israel accused 
the Tehran government of being behind the attacks, which Iran 
denied. 

The wife of an Israeli defense envoy to New Delhi was 
hurt along with several other people when her car was 
destroyed by an explosive device placed on it by a 
motorcyclist at a red light. In Tbilisi, the Georgian capital, a 
similar device was discovered on the car of a local staff 
member of the Israeli Embassy, but was defused by the police. 

Both resembled attacks that have killed five of Iran’s 
nuclear scientists in recent years, most recently last month. 
Iran has attributed the assassinations to Israeli agents and has 
vowed to take revenge. The scientists’ assassinations — along 
with sabotage of Iran’s nuclear program through cyberwarfare 
and faulty parts — are aimed at delaying what the West 
believes is Iran’s drive to build a nuclear weapon. 

If actually carried out by Iran, the attacks would be 
another indication that the leadership in Tehran was willing to 
reach beyond its borders against its enemies and expand its 
attacks to civilians. The United States has charged that Iran 
was behind a plot to assassinate a Saudi ambassador on 
American soil, and Israel has said that Iran has planned to 
attack its citizens in various countries, but that those plots 
were stopped. 

Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu contended that 
Monday’s attacks fit that pattern. 

“In recent months, we have witnessed several attempts to 
attack Israeli citizens and Jews in several countries, including 
Azerbaijan, Thailand and others,” he said. “In each instance, 
we succeeded in foiling the attacks in cooperation with local 
authorities. Iran and its proxy, Hezbollah, were behind all of 
these attempted attacks.” 

Iran’s Foreign Ministry rejected Israel’s accusations on 
Monday. A spokesman, Ramin Mehmanparast, said, “Israel 
has bombed its embassies in New Delhi and Tbilisi to tarnish 
Iran’s friendly ties with the host countries,” adding, “Israel 
perpetrated the terrorist actions to launch psychological 
warfare against Iran.” 

Iran has defended its nuclear program as peaceful and has 
defiantly pursued uranium enrichment through years of 
international pressure and sanctions. Israel’s increasingly 
urgent warnings on the need to halt Iran’s nuclear progress, 
before it gets much closer to being able to build a bomb, have 
prompted concerns that Israel might unilaterally mount a 
military strike — and have added to the implacable enmity 
between the two. 

Iran’s oil and banking industries are suffering from 
sanctions implemented by the United States and Europe to 
pressure the country to back off its nuclear program. Iranian 
leaders have vowed to fight back through shutting the vital 
Strait of Hormuz and through military strikes on countries that 
are used as launching pads for attacks on it. 

Gen. Masoud Jazayeri, a spokesman for Iran’s Joint 
Armed Forces Staff, said recently that “the enemies of the 
Iranian nation, especially the United States, Britain and the 

Zionist regime, have to be held responsible for their 
activities.” 

Iranian leaders have called Israel a tumor that must be 
removed, and Iran arms and finances Hezbollah and Hamas, 
which are founded on the principle that Israel has no right to 
exist. 

On Monday, Israeli officials said there was enough 
evidence from the scenes in Georgia and India to say that the 
bombs were the work of Iranian agents. 

“Iran’s fingerprints are all over this,” one official said 
after emerging from high-level meetings in Jerusalem, 
speaking on the condition of anonymity. 

Some American Jewish leaders have expressed concern 
that synagogues and American Jewish centers could be targets 
in the increased tensions. In 1994, a Jewish community center 
in Buenos Aires was bombed, killing 85 people. The 
authorities there have accused Iranian diplomats of being 
behind that attack. 

Hezbollah, the Lebanese Islamist group with close ties to 
Iran, has promised to take revenge for the killing of its top 
commander, Imad Mugniyah, four years ago this week. Mr. 
Mugniyah had been sought by the United States in terrorist 
attacks that killed hundreds of Americans in the 1980s. 

Israel held him responsible for Hezbollah military 
operations in southern Lebanon from the mid-1990s. Israel is 
widely thought to have killed him with a powerful bomb in 
Damascus, the Syrian capital. 

Israeli analysts said the attacks on Monday were 
insignificant enough that the Israeli government would not 
feel driven to counterattack. 

“Clearly Israel is not going to attack Iran over this,” 
Yoram Schweitzer, director of a terrorism project at the 
Institute for National Security Studies at Tel Aviv University, 
said by telephone. “The effect of this specific attack does not 
necessitate a harsh Israeli response other than condemnation.” 

Michael Herzog, a retired brigadier general who is an 
international fellow in Israel with the Washington Institute for 
Near East Policy, agreed. “There is no need to respond,” he 
said in a telephone interview. “What is at stake in Israel’s 
calculations about Iran is much bigger than this.” 

The attack in New Delhi took place less than a mile from 
the residence of the Indian prime minister, Manmohan Singh. 

In a news conference Monday night, Delhi’s police 
commissioner, B. K. Gupta, said a witness “saw a person on a 
motorcycle sticking some kind of device on the back of the 
car.” As the motorcycle moved away, “a mild blast took place 
in the back of the car,” he said. 

The injured woman was Tal Yehoshua Koren, who is 
married to an Israeli defense official at the embassy and also 
works there. She was on her way to pick up her children at the 
American Embassy school. The car’s driver, Manoj Sharma, 
was also wounded. Two occupants of a nearby car were also 
hurt. 

Ms. Yehoshua Koren underwent spinal surgery, according 
to Dr. Deep Makkar of Primus Super Specialty Hospital, in 
New Delhi’s diplomatic enclave. 

Shrapnel “penetrated her spine and her liver,” Dr. Makkar 
said, adding that she could face neurological injuries. The 
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other three victims were admitted to a nearby hospital with 
minor injuries. 

“India very strongly condemns such an unfortunate 
incident,” said S. M. Krishna, India’s minister of external 
affairs, who also called Avigdor Lieberman, the Israeli foreign 
minister. “It will be fully investigated and the culprit will be 
brought to justice.” 

India has resisted American and European pressure to 
curtail trade with Iran because it relies heavily on Iranian oil. 

Israeli diplomats have been on high alert since Pakistan-
based militants attacked in the city of Mumbai in 2008, killing 
more than 160 people, including 6 people in a Chabad Jewish 
community center. 

Reporting was contributed by Isabel Kershner from 
Jerusalem, Michael Schwirtz from Moscow, Steven Lee 
Myers from Washington, Heather Timmons and Hari Kumar 
from New Delhi, Alan Cowell from London, and Rick 
Gladstone from New York. 
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14. Bahrain Erupts Before Protest Anniversary 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 14 FEB 12) ... Alex Delmar Morgan 

DOHA, Qatar - Riot police clashed with protesters across 
Bahrain on Monday, the eve of the first anniversary of the 
country's pro-democracy uprising, in some of the worst 
violence seen there for months. 

Thousands of protesters who had been attending a legal 
antigovernment rally marched Monday afternoon down a 
highway to the capital, Manama, headed for Pearl 
Roundabout, the cradle of Bahrain's uprising last year. 
Protesters hurled rocks and Molotov cocktails at security 
forces, who responded with tear gas and then birdshot, 
according to a witness and the opposition. 

Violence also broke out in predominantly Shiite districts 
in the tiny Gulf kingdom, whose monarchs are members of the 
Sunni minority. In the village of Sanabis, a witness said, 
police fired tear gas to disperse youths. 

"At the end of the [licensed] demonstration there were 
clashes, and riot police used tear gas and birdshot," said Abdul 
Jalil Khalil, a senior member of Bahrain's biggest opposition 
party, Al Wefaq. 

A spokesman for the government couldn't be reached to 
comment. The government has in the past denied allegations 
that it used live ammunition on demonstrators. 

Monday's escalation underscores how little has changed 
since Feb. 14, 2011, when demonstrators, inspired by protests 
elsewhere in the Arab world, called for better jobs and more 
rights. "The same issues remain," said Michael Stephens, a 
researcher at the United Services Institute for Defence and 
Security Studies in Qatar. "I don't see a positive political 
outcome." 

An international fact-finding report released in 
November—commissioned by the government to investigate 
abuses against demonstrators and modest reforms unveiled by 
Bahrain's King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa—has done little to 
assuage the opposition. Protesters seek a fully elected 
parliament, among other demands. More radical members 
have for much of the past year called for the king's removal. 

Meanwhile, the government says it is committed to 
serious reform and is implementing the recommendations 
outlined in the investigation, which concluded that widespread 
torture had been used against protesters. 

In March 2011, the government crushed the pro-
democracy uprising with the help of Saudi and other Gulf 
troops and razed the protesters' encampment site, Pearl 
Roundabout. 

Ahead of this Feb. 14, the strategic Gulf kingdom, which 
hosts the U.S. Fifth Fleet, has been preparing for resurging 

violence, beefing up security in Manama and outlying 
villages. Police have set up checkpoints in Shiite villages. A 
huge military presence guards the roundabout. 

"The 14th of February for [the government] is a 
nightmare," said activist Sayed Ahmed, who is aligned with 
the February 14th Youth Coalition, a group more hard-line 
than the mainstream opposition. "The people want reform and 
to finish what they started." 

Schisms within both the government and the opposition 
are also contributing to the political standoff. In recent 
months, opposition youth have grown more radicalized, using 
Molotov cocktails and rocks to fight back tear-gas firing 
police in the villages surrounding Manama where clashes are 
common. 

Al Wefaq insists on peaceful means to achieve their 
political demands, and had legal clearance to hold Monday's 
rally. It admits it has lost control of the youth. "Of course we 
can't control them," said senior Al Wefaq member Mr. Khalil, 
stressing the radicalized youth represent a minority of the 
opposition. 

Mr. Khalil said 14 protesters have been killed since late 
November and 800 political prisoners remain in jail. The 
independent commission led by human-rights lawyer Cherif 
Bassiouni in November found that 35 people had died during 
unrest in early 2011, including five police officers. 

Divisions in the Al Khalifa family, which has ruled 
Bahrain for more than 200 years, are also hampering any hope 
of bringing the opposition, led by Al Wefaq, to the negotiating 
table. 

Some family members are seen as moderates, including 
Crown Prince Salman bin Hamad Al Khalifa, the king's son, 
who held talks with the opposition in February and March last 
year. This camp, however, has been sidelined by hard-liners in 
the royal family closer to Prime Minister Khalifa bin Salman 
Al Khalifa, according to a widely held view among analysts 
and observers. 

That has left the opposition short of options, analysts say, 
while powerful members of the regime are loath to see 
meaningful reform that would empower the Shiite majority. 

"It is to be expected that senior officials in or closely 
connected with the security establishment will seek to resist 
serious political reform, as such reform would directly 
threaten their own positions of power," said Jane Kinninmont, 
senior research fellow for the Middle East and North Africa at 
Chatham House in London. 

Return to Index 
 



 20

15. Report: Russian Sub Had Nukes During December Fire 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 13 FEB 12) ... Vladimir Isachenkov 

MOSCOW — A fire at a drydocked Russian nuclear 
submarine in December could have sparked a radiation 
disaster because it was carrying nuclear-tipped ballistic 
missiles and other weapons, despite official statements to the 
contrary, a Russian news magazine reported Monday. 

The respected Kommersant Vlast said the fire aboard the 
Yekaterinburg could have triggered powerful explosions that 
would have destroyed the submarine and scattered radioactive 
material around a large area. 

When the fire erupted on Dec. 29, Russia's Defense 
Ministry said all weapons had been unloaded before the 
submarine was moved to a drydock for repairs at the 
Roslyakovo shipyard in the Murmansk region. 

The ministry declined immediate comment on the 
magazine's claim. 

It took hundreds of emergency workers more than 20 
hours to extinguish the massive blaze that shot orange flames 
up to 66 feet (20 meters) into the air. The Defense Ministry 
said an unspecified number of crew members remained inside 
the sub during the fire and that seven crewmen were 
hospitalized after inhaling carbon monoxide fumes from the 
blaze. 

The fire, which authorities later blamed on a breach in 
safety regulations, erupted at wooden scaffolding around the 
sub and quickly engulfed the vessel's rubber-coated outer hull. 

With the sub's hydraulic systems incapacitated, the crew 
had to manually remove heavy torpedoes from tubes in the 
bow to prevent them from exploding as temperatures were 
rising quickly. 

The magazine said that an explosion of torpedoes, each 
carrying 660 pounds (300 kilograms) of TNT would likely 
have destroyed the bow and could have triggered a blast of 
nuclear-tipped missiles in the midsection and the vessel's two 
nuclear reactors. 

"Russia was a step away from the largest catastrophe 
since Chernobyl," Komersant Vlast said, referring to the 1986 
explosion at a nuclear power plant in then-Soviet Ukraine. 

The magazine said that weapons are normally removed 
from submarines before repairs, but the navy wanted to save 
time on a lengthy procedure to unload the missiles and 
torpedoes. It said the repairs were supposed to be relatively 
minor and the Northern Fleet wanted the Yekaterinburg to be 
quickly back to service. 
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16. Damage To Submarine Has Senator ‘Worried' About Naval Defence 
(OTTAWA CITIZEN (CANADA) 13 FEB 12) ... Sheila Dabu Nonato 

OTTAWA - Liberal Senator Colin Kenny said Monday he 
is “worried” about Canada's naval defence as he pondered new 
photos uncovered by CBC that show extensive damage to the 
submarine HMCS Corner Brook which hit bottom last June. 

“Having the capacity to protect Canada underwater with 
submarines is fundamental to our defence. It's an absolute 
necessity,” he said. “I'm worried right now. None of the boats 
we have are capable of doing the job.” 

According to Kenny, several photos of the HMCS Corner 
Brook show “a very significant inverted triangular hole in the 
bow of the boat” about 10 metres high and eight metres wide. 

It appears that the submarine struck a rock when it hit the 
ocean floor off Vancouver Island, he said, but noted it was 
difficult to tell the “substance of the accident.” 

“It's very very unusual for a submarine to hit bottom of 
ocean and to damage itself,” Kenny said. “I'm concerned that 
the credibility of the Royal Canadian Navy's submarine 
program is being put in jeopardy.” 

After a Dec. 2011 investigation, the Royal Canadian 
Navy's Board of Inquiry cited “human error” that caused the 
submarine to strike the southeastern wall of British Columbia's 
Zuciarte Channel. 

After the inquiry, the ship's commanding officer was 
removed from command and reassigned to a position ashore. 
The investigation also said inadequate training and 
inexperience contributed to the incident. 

The navy has pledged to amend its submarine training 
manuals, training and navigation practices. 

Kenny said the “shortage of people who can operate the 
boats” is worrisome, adding that none of Canada's four 
submarines are certified and weaponized this year. 

Meanwhile, the Department of National Defence said 
Canada's submarine fleet “will achieve full operational 
capability in 2013; at which point Canada will have three of 
four submarines continuously available for operations.” 

“A high readiness submarine will be available in both the 
Atlantic and Pacific oceans,” said Lt. Mark Fifield in an email. 

“The watertight integrity of the submarine remained intact 
and at no time were the crew in danger after the grounding 
incident,” he said of HMCS Corner Brook. 

A determination of the full extent of the damage and 
related repairs will be made during the ship's maintenance 
period, beginning in 2013. 
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17. 21st Century Airships May Join Navy Fleet 
A new generation of British-built airships may be bought by the Royal Navy to resupply ships, following their 
use by the U.S. Army on the front line in Afghanistan. 
(THE TELEGRAPH (UK) 13 FEB 12) ... Thomas Harding 

Modern-day Zeppelins will take to the sky for the first 
time since the First World War when the U.S. Army begins 
using airships in Afghanistan. 

But Navy chiefs are now giving serious consideration to 
purchasing an airship from the Bedfordshire-based Hybrid Air 
Vehicles to provide surveillance and re-supply runs to aircraft 
carriers, The Daily Telegraph can discose. 
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Scientists from the defence company Northrop Grumman 
have given briefings to the Navy on the latest airship that is 
about to enter military service. 

The Long Endurance Multi-Intelligence Vehicle is set to 
revolutionise air transport by being able to carry very heavy 
loads or intelligence kit long distances with the ability to land 
anywhere, including on the water. 

The Navy is looking to buy an LEMV to base above the 
fleet with sophisticated surveillance cameras to spot threats 
and spy on enemy movements. With a 50 ton payload it can 
also be used to carry urgent equipment parts such as engines 
for Joint Strike Fighters out to ships. 

Commanders are also considering using it as a counter 
piracy vessel as the LEMV can lower up to 150 commandos 
along with their fast inflatable boats. 

Travelling at over 80 knots the airship is almost three 
times faster than ships and the Navy’s version can travel for 
several days without refuelling its four gas turbine engines. 

With a mixture of 60 percent helium and 40 percent air it 
is far less vulnerable to enemy fire than the hydrogen filled 
Zeppelins that fell prey to the Fleet Air Arm’s incendiary 
bullets during the Great War. 

Tests by the Bedfordshire-based company Hybrid Air 
Vehicles have shown that bullets and even missiles can pass 
through the balloon without igniting the gas mixture which has 
a very low pressure. 

“This could be the ideal solution for logistical support for 
aircraft carriers and ISR (intelligence, surveillance, 
reconnaissance) for the Fleet,” said a Navy source. 

“Carrying 50 tons of stores and supplies it is more than 
double the capacity of a Hercules.” 

The airships will cost £60 million each and can be flown 
remotely as an unmanned drone. 

They could prove a major boon for the struggling British 
aircraft industry if they attract commercial interest. Oil 
companies are looking at LEMVs to carry heavy equipment to 
remote drilling stations without having to use an airfield. 

They could also open up a more leisurely route across the 
Atlantic carrying 200 passengers in safety and comfort in a 36 
hour journey consuming a fifth of the fuel used by a jet. 

The airships could even be used to transport good within 
Britain. The company estimates the two hour road journey 
from Milton Keynes to the heart of London could be cut to 20 
minutes 

HAV secured a U.S. defence contract for £315 million in 
2010 to provide three airships that will take station over 
Afghanistan able to remain airborne for three weeks while 
surveying the Taliban over a vast area. 

A MoD spokesman said: "The MoD recently received 
briefings on the possible use of airships and specifically 
Hybrid Air Vehicles for the movement of equipment and 
stores but there are currently no plans to buy such equipment.” 
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PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
18. Heaviest 2013 Defense Budget Cuts Would Fall On Troops 
(MCCLATCHY NEWSPAPERS 13 FEB 12) ... Nancy A. Youssef 

WASHINGTON — As the Pentagon sought to show 
Monday that it had made tough spending decisions in its fiscal 
2013 budget proposal, the brunt of the reductions would fall 
on U.S. ground troops, which face job losses, modest pay 
raises and increased health care costs while serving in a 
smaller force. 

Even with those cuts, however, the Pentagon's base 
budget, which excludes most war spending, would decrease 
only slightly next year — from the current $531 billion to 
$525 billion — before rising to $534 billion in 2014. 

The proposed budget shifts some long-term war costs into 
the base budget and includes greater spending on operations 
and maintenance, a driver of the growth. By the 2017 fiscal 
year, the base budget is projected to reach $567 billion. 

The Pentagon has said it's responding to the economic 
downturn by saving $259.4 billion, but that reflects only cuts 
in the projected growth of spending through the 2017 fiscal 
year. 

"Despite the president's good intentions to improve the 
balance between military and non-military security spending, 
the budget leaves it essentially unchanged through 2016," 
Miriam Pemberton, a research fellow at the Center for 
American Progress, a left-leaning think tank, said in a 
statement. 

The budget is intended to reflect the Obama 
administration's new defense strategy, which calls for a leaner, 
more agile force that's prepared for any kind of threat, while 
focusing on Asia and the Middle East. The strategy, which 

officials introduced last month, said the military must be ready 
to conduct several operations at the same time. 

Under the new budget plan, which Congress must 
approve, Pentagon officials said that some troops — although 
it didn't specify how many — would be forced to leave the 
military as the department shrank the size of the services. By 
2017, the Army is projected to shrink by 72,000 soldiers to 
490,000, the Marines will shrink by 20,000 to 182,000, the 
Navy will shrink by 6,200 to 319,500 and the Air Force will 
shrink by 4,200 to 328,600. 

Robert Hale, the Pentagon's comptroller, said the military 
would be "humane" in its cuts, and that they'd still leave a 
larger force than before the wars started. In 2001, there were 
480,000 soldiers and 180,000 Marines. 

The Pentagon called for retiring some planes that 
transport troops, including 27 C-5As and 65 C-130s. It said it 
planned to reduce pay raises to below private-sector levels, 
with troops receiving 1.7 percent raises for the next two years, 
followed by 0.5 percent increases in 2015 and 1 percent hikes 
in 2016. 

The budget also would delay the purchase of several 
weapons systems — notably 179 of the controversial F-35 
Joint Strike Fighters, the most expensive weapons system in 
U.S. military history. Hale said the delay was to give the 
developer, Lockheed Martin, time to correct problems with the 
system, but critics have charged that delaying the purchases 
while not canceling them outright kicked the decision down 
the road and potentially raises the cost per system in the 
future. 
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Service members also will face increased health care fees, 
deductibles and co-payments phased in over several years, 
although the Pentagon didn't offer specifics. Military-age 
retirees who make more than $45,179 annually — a pension 
usually reserved for officers — will see their health care costs 
nearly quadruple, from $600 annually in fiscal year 2013 to 
$2,048 in 2017. 

The United States withdrew forces from Iraq in 
December, but the Pentagon asked for $2.9 billion to spend 
there, largely to pay for the removal of equipment still in the 
country, Hale said. Another $88.5 billion in contingency 
funding will pay for operations in Afghanistan in the new 
fiscal year. 

Some of the figures don't appear to reflect the Pentagon's 
stated goals. The Defense Department has called training 
Afghan security forces a key to its strategy to exit 
Afghanistan, yet the budget proposal cuts spending on that 
training mission by half, from $11.2 billion this fiscal year to 
$5.7 billion in 2013. 

Hale said military officials thought that start-up costs for 
the mission of training some 352,000 Afghan soldiers and 
police officers_ such as spending on infrastructure for new 
Afghan bases and supplying the Afghans with uniforms and 
weapons — had passed. 

"Don't take that reduction as any sign of a reduction in our 
commitment" to Afghan forces, Hale said. "We are fully 
committed to them." 

Even the reduced spending on Afghan security forces, 
however, is more than the Army would spend on schools, day 
care centers and commissaries for its soldiers' families. The 
Army asked for $8.5 billion for military family support. 

Hale said the department also would ask Congress to start 
two rounds of base realignments and closures — the always-
controversial proceedings known as BRAC — in 2013 and 
2015, which he said would lead to $5 billion in savings. Those 
savings aren't yet included in the budget proposal, Hale said. 
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19. DoD: Budget Cuts Will Not Hurt Current Troops 
Troop cuts, 1.7% pay raise highlight DoD budget 
(NAVY TIMES 13 FEB 12) ... Andrew Tilghman 

The Pentagon’s 2013 budget proposal released Monday 
calls for a 6 percent drop in overall spending, a contraction 
that reflects the end of the war in Iraq, the drawdown in 
Afghanistan and a delay in purchasing several new weapons 
systems. 

Military officials emphasized that cuts to personnel 
accounts were “disproportionately small” and aim to leave 
most active-duty troops untouched by the cuts in planned 
spending that Congress ordered last year. 

Pay raises for troops will continue — including a 1.7 
percent bump in 2013, and a similar increase the following 
year. But starting in 2015, those raises may drop below the 
average rate of private-sector wage growth. Current plans call 
for a raise of 0.5 percent in 2015, 1 percent in 2016 and 1.5 
percent in 2017, officials said. 

The last time the annual military pay raise lagged private-
sector wage growth was 1999. 

New hardware is taking the biggest hit in the new budget 
proposal, including proposed delays in the purchase of new F-
35 Joint Strike Fighters and new Navy ships and ending the 
Air Force’s unmanned Global Hawk program. 

A major part of the five-year spending plan hinges on the 
intention to wind down the Afghanistan mission and avoid 
future ground wars. Reductions in force levels for the Army 
and Marine Corps will begin in 2013 and continue for the next 
five years. 

“We are no longer sizing these forces to accommodate 
large prolonged stability operations,” said Robert Hale, the 
Pentagon’s comptroller and chief financial officer, in a 
briefing Monday afternoon. 

The budget projects about 68,000 troops in Afghanistan in 
2013, down from the current level of about 90,000. But “that 
does not mean there won’t be later changes to Afghan troop 
levels,” Hale said. “It does mean we don’t want to bind the 
hands of the president.” 

The Pentagon’s base budget will fall for the first time in 
more than a decade, slipping less than 1 percent to $525.4 

billion from last year’s $530.6 billion. When adjusted for 
inflation, 2013 would mark the third consecutive year the 
budget has fallen, officials said. 

The bulk of the reduction would hit the budget’s 
supplemental war funding, formally known as Overseas 
Contingency Operations, or OCO, which is slated to fall by 
more than 25 percent, down to $88.5 billion from 2012 level 
of $115.1 billion. 

That reduction in spending reflects the withdrawal of 
50,000 troops from Iraq and 10,000 troops from Afghanistan 
last year, as well as the planned reduction of 22,000 more 
troops from Afghanistan later this year. 

Hale compared the current plans to other post-war periods 
including the years following the Vietnam War in the 1970s 
and the aftermath of the Cold War in the 1990s. “They are not 
that different than past postwar drawdowns,” Hale said. 

The budget proposal will be sent to Capitol Hill and is 
likely to change in some ways before it becomes law. In the 
past several years, lawmakers have reduced the overall budget 
before approving it. 

The budget proposal released Monday was based on an 
order from Congress forcing the Pentagon to reduce planned 
spending over the next 10 years by about $487 billion. 

The proposal does not take into consideration the law that 
may result in an additional $500 billion in cuts that would 
begin next year if lawmakers fail to reach a broader agreement 
to reduce federal spending and the national deficit. Hale said 
those cuts, known as budget sequestration, would amount to a 
“meat ax” approach. 

Planned cuts to the active-duty force will affect all four 
services next year: 

 The Army’s authorized end strength will drop to 
552,100, down 9,900, or almost 2 percent, from the 
2012 level of 562,000. 
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 The Marine Corps will drop to 197,300 troops, down 
4,800, or more than 2 percent, from the 2012 level of 
202,100. 

 The Navy will fall to 322,700, down 3,000 sailors, or 
less than 1 percent, from the 2012 level of 325,700. 

 The Air Force will fall to 328,900 airmen, down 
3,900, or more than 1 percent, from the 2012 level of 
332,800. 

Overall, however, the active-duty force of 1.4 million will 
remain larger than it was in 2001, when the military had a total 
of 1.39 million active-duty troops. 

Another primary target for cost cutting is the military 
health system. The budget calls for an abrupt drop in the 
military health care budget to $48.7 billion, which would be a 
drop of 8 percent from the $52.8 billion appropriated in 2012. 

For years, military officials have complained about 
soaring health care costs, which nearly tripled since 2001, 
when the total cost was $19 billion. 

To achieve the savings, the Pentagon hopes to make 
several changes that will impact retirees: 

 Increase Tricare enrollment fees for working-age 
retirees. 

 Impose Tricare enrollment fees for the first time on 
retirees age 65 and older. 

 Increase pharmacy co-payments for retirees. 

 Change laws to allow for health care fees to increase 
at the rate of medical inflation. 

Proposed changes to the military retirement system were 
left out of this budget. However, the Pentagon is calling for 
the creation of a “Retirement Modernization Commission” 
that would make recommendations for how to change the 
longstanding system of 20-year cliff-vesting pensions. 

Any changes should not affect today’s troops and would 
apply only to service members who join in the future, defense 
officials said. 
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20. Obama Plans Raises, With Troops Getting More Than Civilians 
Pay freeze would end; workers would put more into retirement 
(WASHINGTON POST 14 FEB 12) ... Ed O'Keefe 

President Obama wants to give raises to people collecting 
federal paychecks, but in his new budget proposal, troops 
would get a larger pay boost than civilian employees. 

The White House budget plan released Monday would 
increase federal civilian pay by a modest 0.5 percent, a bump 
that would end a two-year cost-of-living pay freeze. 
Uniformed military personnel would receive a 1.7 percent 
raise in 2013, the increase indicated by law, according to the 
proposal. 

The budget also calls for federal workers to increase their 
contribution to their retirement program by 1.2 percent over 
three years. 

"A permanent pay freeze is neither sustainable nor 
desirable," Obama's proposal said. 

During the two-year freeze, which Obama ordered in late 
2010, eligible federal employees have received within-grade 
step increases for advancing through levels of the General 
Schedule pay system. Republican lawmakers have targeted 
those within-grade raises, which average $2,000, as a way to 
cut federal spending. 

Federal employees and union leaders expressed tepid 
support for the pay raise Monday, noting as they often do that 
lower pay levels could deter potential applicants from seeking 
federal employment or encourage current workers to look for 
jobs in the private sector. 

In addition, making workers pay more out of pocket for 
retirement "will have a serious impact on the retirement 
security [that] federal employees were promised," National 
Federation of Federal Employees President William R. 
Dougan said in an e-mail to reporters. 

A federal employee earning $50,000 annually would have 
to pay an additional $600 each year into his or her retirement 
account, without any change in benefits, Dougan said. "In the 
wake of a two-year pay freeze, which effectively cut workers' 
pay by thousands after inflation, another $600 bill to pay 
would be difficult to bear." 

Patricia Niehaus, national president of the Federal 
Managers Association, said that in proposing separate wage 
increases for civilian and military employees, Obama is 
ignoring legislative precedent on giving equal raises to both 
groups. "Pay parity" is justified, Niehaus said, because "civil 
servants and their military counterparts often work side by 
side to ensure the safety of our country." 

The budget proposal also projects that federal 
employment levels will remain essentially flat in fiscal 2013, 
growing by 0.1 percent, or 2,400 employees, to 2.1 million 
from the 2012 estimated level. That figure is not a head count 
but rather a measure of work-year equivalents that includes 
part-time and seasonal workers. It does not include postal 
employees. The 2011 actual level had about 7,600 fewer 
positions. Though the federal government is the Washington 
region's largest employer, about 85 percent of the workforce 
lives and works beyond the Beltway. 

Among Cabinet departments, only four are projected to 
see job growth of more than 1 percent: Veterans Affairs is 
slated to get 4,300 new positions because of increased 
demand; 1,400 are expected for the Department of Homeland 
Security, mostly for airport and border security; and fewer 
than 1,000 new jobs are planned for the Justice Department for 
new federal prisons. 

The Treasury Department would add about 3,600 
positions, mainly to handle an uptick in tax enforcement, 
which the administration called "an investment that more than 
pays for itself." 

Staff increases are also projected for programs that rely 
on fees, rather than tax revenue, including food safety 
protection, financial market regulation, and the Patent and 
Trademark Office. The additional positions would be offset by 
small losses at a number of agencies, most notably 7,500 jobs 
- about 1 percent - at the Defense Department. Employment at 
the Agriculture and Interior departments would fall by about 
the same percentage. 
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21. Budget Request Includes TRICARE Cut, Military Retirement Details 
(GOVERNMENT EXECUTIVE 13 FEB 12) ... Amanda Palleschi 

President Obama proposed new TRICARE co-pays and 
fees, as well as a review of military retirement benefits, in his 
fiscal 2013 budget unveiled Monday. 

The administration provided new details on Defense 
Department personnel cuts first proposed in January. 

The budget includes new TRICARE co-pays, additional 
increases to TRICARE Prime enrollment fees, initiation of 
standard and extra annual enrollment fees, and adjustments to 
deductibles and catastrophic coverage caps. 

The budget proposal also modifies pharmacy co-pays to 
encourage the use of less expensive mail-order and military 
treatment facility pharmacies, and includes modest annual fees 
for Medicare-covered beneficiaries older than 65 (TRICARE 
for Life). 

The administration said these changes would save 
Defense an estimated $12.9 billion in discretionary funding 
and $4.7 billion in mandatory savings on Medicare-eligible 
retiree health care over the next five years. It is projected to 
save the department $12.1 billion over the next 10 years. 

Defense implemented TRICARE Prime fee increases for 
new retiree enrollees beginning in fiscal 2012; under the 2013 
proposal, the fees would be phased in based on annual 
retirement pay. 

The TRICARE fee increases mean that military retirees in 
upper-income tiers would see their health care contributions 
nearly quadruple over the next five years, Defense 
Comptroller Robert Hale told reporters Monday. “It’s quite 
generous compensation compared to private sector plans,” 
Hale said, adding the department could “revisit” the personnel 
figures -- which make up $135.1 billion of the fiscal 2013 base 
budget -- if the economy were to improve. 

The proposal includes some good news for military 
families: It provides $48.7 billion for the Defense Unified 
Medical Budget to support the Military Health System and 
$8.5 billion to support the “well-being and psychological 
health of the military family, ensuring excellence in military 
children’s education and their development, developing career 
and educational opportunities for military spouses, and 
increasing child care,” budget documents said. 

The president’s budget proposal provides a 1.7 percent 
increase to basic military pay in calendar 2013, the full 
increase authorized by current law. 

But the request recommends slowing pay raises after 
2014, capping them at 0.05 percent in fiscal 2015, 1 percent in 
fiscal 2016 and 1.5 percent in fiscal 2017. This idea was first 

introduced in January in Defense Secretary Leon Panetta’s 
highlights of the budget. 

“If it turns out we can’t attract and retain the people we 
need in the out years, then we won’t do that,” Hale said. “The 
big thing is, there’s no pay cuts and no prefreezes so we’re 
really just slowing the growth in the out years.” 

Monday’s proposal does provide a few more details on 
the department’s recommendation to target military retirement 
benefits as a source of savings by establishing a commission 
to review them. According to the administration’s proposal, 
Defense would transmit to a presidentially appointed 
commission initial recommendations on how to change the 
military retirement system; the commission would hold 
hearings, make final recommendations and draft legislation to 
implement its recommendation. The president would again 
weigh in on the commission recommendations and send them 
to lawmakers. The proposal would also include 
“grandfathering provisions” for current retirees and active-
duty members. 

Federal Managers Association President Patricia Niehaus 
argued that proposed reductions in retirement benefits are 
“evenly split” between civilian and military retirement 
programs.” 

“By including a 1.7 percent increase in pay for military 
members in the budget request, President Obama is following 
in the footsteps of his predecessor and ignoring over two 
decades of legislative precedent by proposing unequal pay 
raises for military and civilian federal employees,” Niehaus 
said in a statement. 

“Civil servants and their military counterparts often work 
side-by-side to ensure the safety of our country,” she added. 
“We ask the president to reconsider his decision to provide 
civilian and military employees disparate raises.” 

Other groups have suggested the administration’s 
proposals to cut military costs don’t go far enough. A recent 
analysis published by the Center for Strategic and Budgetary 
Analysis suggested that the changes in personnel fees in the 
department’s fiscal 2013 budget request account for roughly 
one-ninth of the $487 billion total in reductions it is seeking. 

TRICARE for Life alone “is costing us $11 billion a year 
in the Defense budget. That’s not a small amount of money -- 
that’s basically enough to buy a new carrier every year,” 
CSBA senior fellow Todd Harrison told reporters at a Defense 
budget preview last week. 
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22. Navy Surgeon General Provides Leadership Guidance To Navy Medicine 
(YOUTUBE 12 FEB 12) ... U.S. Navy Medicine 

Navy Surgeon General Vice Adm. Matt Nathan provides 
an overview of his leadership expectations for the Navy 
Medical global workforce. 

As the Navy Surgeon General and Chief, Bureau of 
Medicine and Surgery, Nathan leads 63,000 Navy Medicine 
personnel that provide health care support to the U.S. Navy, 

Marine Corps, their families and veterans in high operational 
tempo environments, at expeditionary medical facilities, 
medical treatment facilities, hospitals, clinics, hospital ships 
and research units around the world. 

View Clip (RT: 4:36) 
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23. Millions Owed To Families In Foreclosure Deal 
(NAVY TIMES 10 FEB 12) ... Patricia Kime 

The $25 billion nationwide foreclosure settlement 
announced Thursday by the Justice Department includes 
compensation for service members who have lost their homes 
to illegal foreclosures since 2006. 

It also contains provisions designed to protect military 
homeowners from future foreclosure or financial loss related 
to their military duties or orders. 

In a release Thursday, Justice said financial institutions 
JPMorgan Chase, Wells Fargo, Citigroup and Ally Financial 
— formerly GMAC — will review their foreclosures to 
determine whether any since Jan. 1, 2006 violated the 
Servicemembers Civil Relief Act. 

If any are found, the lenders must pay service members 
$116,785 each, in addition to any lost equity and interest. 

Under a separate agreement, those who held mortgages 
with JP Morgan Chase will receive their home free and clear 
of any debt, or the cash equivalent of the full value of the 
home at the time of sale. 

Eligible service members also could receive 
compensation for harm suffered, according to the release. 

Thomas Perez, assistant attorney general of the 
department’s civil rights division, did not estimate the total 
amount that could be recouped by the service members, but 
said a previous settlement, involving 157 personnel and Bank 
of America, topped more than $20 million. 

“The total settlement we expect will be well in excess of 
$20 million. The servicers have agreed to pay every single 
service member full compensation for any violation of their 
rights without any limit,” Perez said. 

The payments are above the $25 billion agreed to in the 
landmark agreement between the federal government, 49 
states’ attorneys general and five of the nation’s largest 
mortgage holders, Perez added. 

Also under the agreement, three banks — Citigroup, 
Wells Fargo and Ally — will review their records to see if any 
service member from Jan. 1, 2008, until present paid more 
than 6 percent on their mortgage interest after they’d requested 
a lower rate. 

Those who have paid interest above 6 percent will receive 
a refund, with interest on any amount charged in excess of six 
percent plus triple the amount refunded, or $500, or whichever 
is larger. 

JP Morgan Chase already made similar payments in an 
earlier settlement. 

The banks also will remove negative credit entries related 
to the eligible foreclosures and help the involved service 
members restore their credit ratings. 

Expanding Protections 
In addition to the monetary payouts for SCRA violations, 

the agreement made significant changes to the SCRA, 

including expanding the provision that protects service 
members from foreclosure if their mortgages were obtained 
before entering military service. 

Now, protections are available to all service members, 
regardless of when they secured their mortgages, if they 
received hostile fire/imminent danger pay and were stationed 
away from their home within nine months of the foreclosure. 

The agreement also requires the five banks in the 
settlement, which include Bank of America, to negotiate loan 
modifications — including waivers or short sale agreements 
— for military homeowners who are underwater on their loans 
but are forced to move because of permanent change of station 
orders if the homeowner is ineligible for the Defense 
Department’s Homeowners Assistance Program. 

“We simply should not force families to be separated 
when their commander sends them from say, Dover Air Force 
Base to McGuire Air Force Base. The banks had been 
requiring the member to leave behind their family, separating 
them before they would even have a discussion about whether 
or not there was the potential for a modification or a short sale 
discussion,” Delaware Attorney General Beau Biden said 
following the announcement. 

Holly Petraeus, assistant director of the Consumer 
Financial Protection Bureau’s Office of Servicemember 
Affairs, praised the resolution, which she said should bring 
“peace of mind” to military families. 

“On my travels to military communities across the 
country during the past year, I have repeatedly heard about the 
devastating impact of the housing crisis on military 
homeowners. I … am pleased this settlement addresses those 
challenges,” Petraeus said. 

The new agreement, combined with previous settlements, 
puts the vast majority of military foreclosures under court-
ordered review, Perez said. 

A JPMorgan Chase spokesman said the company has 
been working with the federal government as well as states 
attorneys general to address the “complex issues to reach this 
settlement.” 

“The settlement includes far-reaching relief that will help 
many of our customers and complement our already extensive 
efforts to improve our borrower assistance and servicing 
processes,” he said. 

Perez could not estimate the time frame for the banks to 
complete their reviews, which will be overseen by the Civil 
Rights Division. 

Are You Eligible? 
Service members or family members who think they may 

be eligible for the settlement can contact the Justice 
Department at 800-896-7743 or contact the nearest Armed 
Forces Legal Assistance Office. 
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24. Summit To Discuss Civilian Credentials For Vets 
(NAVY TIMES 13 FEB 12) ... Rick Maze 

The American Legion is bringing together industry, trade 
unions and military training officials next week for a three-day 
summit on cutting red tape to help separating service members 
translate military-learned skills into immediate post-service 
jobs. 

The federal government, including the armed services, 
has launched dozens of pilot programs aimed at making it 
easier for people who learned a marketable skill in the military 
to get a civilian license or credentials. 
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This has not been an easy process, said Steve Gonzalez, 
assistant director of the Legion’s national economic division. 

Military training often differs from private-sector training 
in fields such as emergency medicine, where someone who 
knows how to save a life on a battlefield may find his training 
does not automatically translate into the skills needed to work 
for a local ambulance service. 

On the federal side, the Defense, Labor and Veterans 
Affairs departments are working under various congressional 
mandates to come up with ways to ease the transition for 
separating service members. State and industry initiatives also 
are ongoing, Gonzalez said. 

There are so many ongoing experiments and changes in 
law that is hard to get a sense of what’s working, Gonzalez 
said. For a separating veteran, it also is hard to understand 

what rule might apply; there are significant differences from 
state to state, and among different specialties. 

Next week’s credentials summit in Washington, co-
sponsored by the Legion and the U.S. Chamber of Commerce, 
is designed to help leaders get a better grasp on the efforts 
underway, whether they could work in more than one state and 
whether there are some military skills better suited to 
immediate civilian credentials that would help a large number 
of veterans find work, Gonzales said. 

The Legion’s goal is to produce a post-summit plan of 
action for use in narrowing the number of credentialing 
programs and, if required, to get Congress to grant new 
authorities. 

“Progress is being made in some states,” Gonzales said. 
“We need to look at what is working and whether this can be a 
cross-state program.” 
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25. SUBLANT Sailors Participate In Culinary Showdown 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 13 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Kim Williams, Commander, Submarine Force 
Atlantic Public Affairs 

VIRGINIA BEACH, Va. -- Culinary specialists assigned 
to Commander, Submarine Force Atlantic (SUBLANT) 
participated in a culinary competition for Navy chefs at the 
Sheraton Hotel in Virginia Beach, Va., Feb. 10. 

The 2nd Annual Best of the Mess (BOM) competition, 
sponsored by the Chief Petty Officer Scholarship Fund 
(CPOSF) organization, pitted teams from SUBLANT, USS 
Theodore Roosevelt (CVN 71), Naval Sea Systems Norfolk 
and Carrier Strike Group 2, in a "Top Chef" style cook-off 
where each group prepared a three-course tasting menu 
featuring New Orleans style food for 300 guests. 

"We wanted to do something different with our menu this 
year," said Culinary Specialist 1st Class Jefferey Zimmerman, 
a chef with the "SUBLANT Hot Runners.” "With the theme 
ingredients they gave us, it would be easy to do a gumbo, 
e'touffee or jambalaya or anything of that sort, but we tried to 
go out of the box. We didn't want to do anything other teams 
might be doing. We were focusing on originality." 

SUBLANT's menu consisted of a pecan crusted oyster 
Po'boy bruschetta appetizer, "SUBLANT" Cajun pork 
shoulder, and Creole okra fettuccine entrees and a bananas 
foster king cake for dessert. 

"I love experimenting with food and trying new things," 
Zimmerman said. "I love to bake and if I see a recipe that 
interests me, I'll try it!" 

Team SUBLANT also participated in the inaugural BOM 
and used that experience to prepare for this year's contest. 

"We definitely learned from last year's competition," said 
Chief Culinary Specialist Angel Lebron, leading chief petty 
officer for the SUBLANT Flag Mess. "We allowed ourselves 
more prep time and implemented a few additional things to 
our setup." 

Lebron discussed how his Sailors took the lead in 
preparing SUBLANT for the competition and that he was 
more of a team advisor. 

"This competition is based on our junior Sailors' skills. 
They're at that level where they're learning, but also teaching 
each other," said Lebron. "This year, my role is to be the 
team's eyes and ears and their backup. I'm also assisting with 
the setup and decoration of our station, which last year we 
kind of fell short in. You'd be surprised at what the Sailors can 
come up with using the ingredients list they are provided. 
They have free will and knowledge to explore different 
recipes. And this contest allows us a chance to show the world 
that we are not just Sailors in the Navy, but also technicians in 
the art of cooking." 

The BOM competition is an annual event for the CPOSF 
organization, which raised $3,000 last year. 

"It's a great opportunity for a fundraiser for the 
scholarship fund," said Jesse Elliott, president of the Chief 
Petty Officer Scholarship Fund Organization. "We've given 
out three quarters of a million dollars in scholarships and we'd 
like to do more. This year we've made close to $10,000, so 
we're doing better. Lots of hard work goes into this and lots of 
leg work, but the reward is tremendous." 

Team SUBLANT finished the evening as second runner-
up with last's year's champion Roosevelt taking second place 
and Carrier Strike Group 2 taking home this year's top spot. 

The Navy's more than 7,000 culinary specialists (CS), 
deployed around the globe, feed on average more than 92 
million wholesome and nutritious meals per year, ensuring the 
Navy's fighting forces operate at peak performance and are 
ready to respond to threats worldwide. Navy commanding 
officers agree that nothing impacts Sailors on a day-to-day 
basis more than the food CSs prepare for them; they believe 
these top quality meals contribute directly to Sailor quality of 
life and morale. Today's CSs have greater culinary instruction 
than ever before. With even more advanced training on the 
way, Sailors, both afloat and ashore, can look forward to even 
healthier and better-tasting meals in the near future. 
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26. Navy Seabee Hears Unborn Baby's Heartbeat Half A World Away 
(KPLR FOX ST. LOUIS 13 FEB 12) ... Dan Gray 

ST. LOUIS, MO— Many couples will be spending 
Valentine's Day sharing the love in their hearts. For one metro 
east couple an extra heart is beating this holiday. Thanks to 
technology a man serving in the Navy in Afghanistan got to 
hear his unborn baby's heart beat from an ultrasound in 
Belleville. Brandon and Lauren Winkelmann were nearly 
seven thousand miles apart at one of the most memorable 
moments in the lives of expectant parents. 

Lauren was having her first ultra sound and Brandon was 
included via her cell phone. 

"Oh Brandon, can you hear that?,” said Jana Elbe, 
Lauren's mom, as she recorded the moment on her cell phone. 
"It was crazy, I mean the first time you hear your child's 
heartbeat, it's life changing,” Lauren said. 

Brandon walked ten minutes through the snow on the 
other side of his Naval base at one o'clock in the morning 

Afghanistan time to get to a phone so he could hear his baby's 
heartbeat. 

Lauren said, "He didn't talk too much. I just heard a lot of 
sniffling on the phone so I don't know if he had a cold or what, 
ha, ha." 

Lauren's mom recorded the event on video. She didn't 
want Brandon to miss a minute of it. 

Jana Elbe said, "When we found out she was pregnant I 
promised Brandon that I would take any photograph, record 
any event that happened. And it was going to go to him first 
before it went to anybody else." 

Brandon Winkelmann is due home from Afghanistan this 
summer. Lauren is due to have the baby in September. 
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FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
27. DoD Proposes Smaller FY 2013 Shipbuilding Budget 
(DEFENSE DAILY 14 FEB 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

The Pentagon's funding request for Navy shipbuilding for 
fiscal 2013 released yesterday is down by more than $1 billion 
from the current spending year, but did not reflect the plan to 
delay construction on two Littoral Combat Ships and a 
Virginia -class attack submarine as outlined in the revised 
five-year shipbuilding plan. 

The Navy is seeking $13.5 billion for shipbuilding or 
about $1.4 billion less than Congress appropriated for fiscal 
2012, which ends Sept. 30. Overall, the Pentagon is asking for 
$43.9 billion for Navy and Marine Corps acquisition, 
including $17.3 billion for aircraft-about $850 million less 
than this year's amount. 

The Navy's spending proposal was released as part of the 
Pentagon's budget request of $613.9 billion, a figure that 
accounts for $88.5 billion for contingency operations largely 
in Afghanistan. 

The Pentagon said in January that it would slip two LCSs 
and one Virginia -class (SSN-774) sub outside of the five-year 
plan that runs through 2017. The SSN-774 has been moved 
from fiscal 2014 to 2018. The procuring of four LCSs 
annually will remain in place until 2016 and 2017, when the 
rate drops to two for each year. The budget release also 
unveiled plans to take one Arleigh Burke -class (DDG-51) off 
the books in 2014 and shift it to 2016. 

Rear Adm. Joseph Mulloy, the deputy assistant secretary 
of the Navy for the budget, told reporters that a backlog of 
ships already on order should soften the impact on the 
industrial base, and by the end of 2017 the fleet of Navy vessel 
will remain at the current number of 285. He said 37 ships are 
under currently under construction. 

"So we have a very large amount of backlog. So in all 
these yards where you may see low numbers, there's an 
extensive amount of work, and it takes a couple years to get 
them on contract," he said. "We have nine more ships to award 
this year." 

The Navy is re-evaluating long term goal of building and 
sustaining a 313-ship fleet in light to the new global posture 
strategy presented by the Obama administration last month. 
Mulloy said the Navy estimates that the fleet size will exceed 
300 in the next decade. The evaluation is expected to be 
complete in April or May, he said. 

The budget reduced research and development for the 
replacement to the Ohio -class ballistic missile submarine, in 
line with plans to delay initial procurement of the SSBN-X 
from 2019 to 2021. R&D spending on the program was cut to 
$565 million from the $1 billion appropriated for 2012. 

The request would provide $608.2 million for the first 
year of construction on the second ship in the new Gerald R. 
Ford class (CVN-78) of aircraft carriers, affirming the Navy's 
commitment to sustaining 11 carrier-based battle groups 
despite earlier speculation they might be reduced to 10. The 
revised global strategy calls for greater focus on the Asia-
Pacific region in large part based on sea power. 

A key element of that is countering attempts by potential 
adversaries to deny area access. Todd Harrison, a budget 
analyst at the Center for Strategic Budgetary Assessment, said 
the funding of an aircraft carrier, which is more vulnerable to 
enemy anti-access area denial threats, is questionable when it 
comes at the cost of delaying the procurement of subs more 
capable of coping with the challenge. 

"It kind of makes you wonder what they are talking 
about," he said. 

The budget documents propose $3.5 billion for the 
procurement of two DDG-51s in 2013, four Littoral Combat 
Ships--two of each Freedom and Independence class variants--
for 1.8 billion. That figure includes buying three mission 
modules: One for mine countermeasures and two for surface 
warfare. The document calls for spending $4.8 billion for two 
SSN-774s and $1.6 billion to overhaul and refuel the USS 
Abraham Lincoln (CVN-72) aircraft carrier. 
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The document also seeks $811 million to fund cost 
overruns associated with the CVN-78. Malloy said he did not 
expect the cost growth to become much larger even though the 
ship is only about halfway complete. 

One of the biggest victims of the Navy's effort to rein in 
costs at a time of federal budget constraints is the Joint High 
Speed Vessel, which is taking the bulk of the service's 
shipbuilding cuts. The Navy originally planned to buy two 
dozen JHSVs, but later reduced the fleet size to 10. The Navy 
is asking for $189 million for the final ship of the class. 

On aircraft, the V-22 is facing sharp reductions over the 
next five years. Plans to buy more than 120 under a multi-year 
contract will be reduced to 91. For fiscal 2013, the Pentagon is 
requesting $1.7 billion to buy 21, a drop of 14 from the current 
year. 

The Navy is seeking $1.2 billion for five of the E-2D 
Advanced Hawkeye, is maintaining plans to buy 26 F/A-18 E 
and F variants for $2.2 billion, and 12 EA-18G Growlers for 
$1 billion. 
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28. Procurement Delays Add Up To Big Savings 
(NATIONAL DEFENSE 13 FEB 12) ... Sandra Erwin 

Pentagon contractors will be taking a $75 billion hit from 
weapon cuts and delays that are part of the 2013-2017 budget 
proposal. 

It's a familiar tactic used by Pentagon accountants to 
squeeze more spending into a tight budget: Delay purchases of 
new weapons into the future to free up dollars for "must pay" 
immediate bills such as payroll and overseas operations. 

Former Defense Secretary Robert Gates managed to 
generate $300 billion in "out-year" savings, by his own 
account, when he canceled and postponed a number of major 
weapon systems in 2009. 

The 2013-2017 budget proposal unveiled today continues 
the practice. It projects $75 billion in savings over the five-
year period. Nearly $10 billion come from program 
terminations, and the rest from restructurings and 
postponements. 

Defense Department Comptroller Robert Hale said the 
Pentagon had to stretch out programs in order to satisfy a 
mandate to reduce spending by $259 billion in the next five 
years. He said that was simply the only way the Pentagon 
could meet obligatory cuts under the Budget Control Act. 

The biggest savings are in to the following programs: 

 Joint Strike Fighter: $13.1 billion 

 Nuclear missile submarine delay: $4.3 billion 

 Army Ground Combat Vehicle: $1.3 billion 

 Air Force Global Hawk Block 30: $2.5 billion 

 Defense Weather Satellite: $2.3 billion 

 Humvee recapitalization: $900 million 

Other projects that are being curtailed include the Air 
Force’s C-27J Joint Cargo Aircraft and C-130 avionics 
upgrade program, a Navy medium-range maritime unmanned 
aircraft, the Army's family of medium tactical vehicles, the 
joint air-to-ground missile, the Marine Corps’ MV-22 Osprey, 
and the Navy's P8A Poseidon surveillance aircraft and E-2D 
Advanced Hawkeye command-and-control aircraft. 

Analysts have cast a skeptical eye on these projected 
savings. Although stretching out development or trimming 
production orders saves money in the near term, they tend to 
drive up the per-unit cost of weapons over time. When 
programs are delayed, the Pentagon must continue to fund a 
program’s overhead costs, which ultimately inflates the 
overall price tag of a program, analysts say. Greater projected 
costs lead to what is known in Pentagonese as a "death spiral" 
of soaring price tags and reduced quantities of equipment. 

Contractors fret at programs delays as they suspect that 
terminations ultimately will follow. During a Feb. 13 news 
conference, Hale insisted that some of these delays are 
necessary for budgetary reasons and should not be read as 
preludes to cancellations. The JSF, for instance, needs more 
time to complete testing. The Navy's next-generation ballistic 
missile submarine will take two more years to allow for design 
changes so it can be made “affordable,” Hale said. 

In an ideal world, the Pentagon would prefer to not defer 
programs and risk unit cost spikes, said Hale. But Congress 
passed the Budget Control Act, he said, and procurement 
accounts usually become the first target during short-term 
budget drills. 

The Navy is pushing 16 ships to the out-years. According 
to Rear Adm. Joseph P. Mulloy, deputy assistant secretary of 
the Navy for budget, rescheduling ship purchases does not 
affect the fleet size significantly. He noted that there are today 
37 new ships under construction. By 2017, the Navy still will 
have the same number of ships it has today, 285, he said at a 
Pentagon news conference. Postponing 16 ships and 69 
aircraft will save the Navy $32 billion. 

The Army is planning to cancel eight programs – a nearly 
$2 billion savings -- in the five-year plan: A surveillance 
aircraft called EMARS, a Humvee modernization project, a 
“mounted warrior” soldier ensemble, a sensor named LRASS 
3, a JPALS parachute system, the Family of Medium Tactical 
Vehicles, and a soldier armor program. It is also deferring its 
new Ground Combat Vehicle and a new armed scout 
helicopter. 

Deputy Director of Army Budget Barbara L. Bonessa said 
these program terminations are not expected to have a major 
impact on industry. “The risk to the industrial base is 
manageable,” she said. But she noted that some companies 
might choose to make “business decisions” based on these 
cancellations. “That will rest with the private sector,” she said. 

Air Force procurement delays will save $3 billion. The 
programs affected are the Global Hawk Block 30 unmanned 
air vehicle, a light attack aircraft, the C-130 avionics 
modernization and the C-27J cargo aircraft. It is also cutting 
24 out of a planned 48 order of new Reaper UAVs. This has 
less to do with budget issues than with the Air Force’s ability 
to staff more Reaper units, said Maj. Gen. Edward L. Bolton 
Jr., Air Force deputy assistant secretary for budget. “We're 
stretching the production with our ability to produce crews. It 
didn't make sense to have that many aircraft if we didn't have 
the crews” to do the data analysis.” 



 29

Bolton said the Air Force plans to eliminate more than 
300 aircraft from the fleet, and that the impact of those cuts is 

being evaluated under a “force structure review” that is 
expected to be announced March 6. 
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29. Lawmakers: Navy Plan To Move Carrier Dead In Water 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 14 FEB 12) ... Bill Bartel 

WASHINGTON - The Navy has ended, for now, its 
attempt move a Norfolk-based aircraft carrier to Mayport, Fla., 
but three other ships - possibly from Hampton Roads - might 
be headed for the Florida base soon. 

The ship movement plans were announced Monday as the 
Obama administration presented a proposed 2013 defense 
budget that calls for two new rounds of military base closings 
over three years and a handful of construction projects in 
southeast Virginia. The spending plan also includes a small 
pay raise and a boost in the housing allowance for military 
personnel but increases out-of-pocket medical expenses for 
military retirees. 

Navy officials said during a budget briefing at the 
Pentagon on Monday that they are still committed to strategic 
dispersal of ships - a key argument for moving a carrier out of 
Norfolk, which is the only East Coast carrier base - but fiscal 
pressures forced them to defer the Mayport relocation. 

Instead, the Navy is making plans to move other ships to 
Florida. 

"The Navy will demonstrate its continued commitment to 
strategic dispersal by moving a three-ship amphibious ready 
group to Mayport in 2015," said Lt. Courtney Hillson, a Navy 
spokeswoman. 

The ready groups, which are located in Hampton Roads, 
San Diego and Japan, are made up of an amphibious assault 
ship and two smaller amphibious ships. 

Hampton Roads also will lose a cruiser, a fast-attack 
submarine, and a dock landing ship to decommissioning, she 
said, and Navy Expeditionary Combat Command in Virginia 
Beach will be restructured. 

U.S. Rep. Ander Crenshaw, R-Fla, whose district includes 
Mayport and who has been fighting with Virginia legislators 
over the carrier relocation, said the ready group could be 
moving to Florida as early as this fall. 

"That means 2,000 Sailors and their families will call 
Mayport home," Crenshaw said in a statement. 

Hampton Roads' congressional delegation praised the 
Navy's decision to indefinitely halt plans to move a carrier in 
2019 as a victory for the region. 

U.S. Rep. Randy Forbes, R-Chesapeake, said the prospect 
of large defense cuts outweighed the Navy's desire to have a 
second East Coast carrier homeport. The service has argued 
that a second port is necessary to disperse the carrier fleet 
because of the risks of terrorist attacks and hurricane-related 
damage. 

Losing a carrier would have cost the region about 6,000 
jobs and $425 million in annual revenue, according to 
economists. 

"Today's announcement to call off these plans is a 
tremendous victory for the citizens of Hampton Roads, who 
proudly provide vital industrial services to our nation's armed 
forces," Forbes said in a statement. 

However, U.S. Sen. Mark Warner of Virginia noted that 
"there will be some modest shifts in personnel and in the total 
number of ships" at Joint Expeditionary Base Little Creek-Fort 

Story as part of the budget proposal. Through 2020, he said, 
there will be 111,000 Sailors and Marines in Hampton Roads, 
about 3,000 fewer than at present. 

The defense budget proposal also includes tens of 
millions of dollars in construction projects at facilities in 
southeastern Virginia, including $39 million for training 
barracks at Oceana Naval Air Station. 

However, as defense officials look for ways to pare 
spending, they're asking Congress for two rounds of military 
base closings - known by the acronym BRAC - first in 2013 
and again in 2015. 

The most recent Base Realignment and Closure 
commission, in 2005, led to the closing of Fort Monroe in 
Hampton as well as a recommendation that Oceana Naval Air 
Station in Virginia Beach be shut down. State and local 
officials managed to keep Oceana open with pledges to more 
strongly address the Navy's concerns about development 
encroaching on the base. 

Individual service members' personal finances probably 
will break even despite pay raises and larger housing 
allowances, a top Navy official said Monday, because of 
increased health care expenses. 

"The bottom line is no one is losing a dollar. There is a 
not a Sailor or Marine who is losing a dollar from their current 
paycheck," said Rear Adm. Joseph Mulloy, the Navy’s' top 
budget officer. "This is merely an adjustment of what is the 
ramp up over time." 

The budget calls for pay raises of 1.7 percent a year in 
2013 and 2014, followed by smaller raises of 0.5 percent in 
2015, 1 percent in 2016 and 1.5 percent in 2017. 

Robert Hale, the Pentagon's chief financial officer, said 
any pay raise after 2014 is open to adjustment if defense 
officials find that the compensation isn't competitive and 
hinders recruitment. 

At the same time, housing allowances for active-duty 
personnel will increase $2.3 billion compared with this year's 
$7.3 billion budget. 

But the cost of health care for retired veterans and their 
families - particularly those who are retired but still of 
working age - would rise steadily over the next five years. 

Prompted by rapidly rising health care cost, the budget 
proposes that Tricare Prime family enrollment fee for 
working-age retirees follow a three-tier payment system keyed 
to the retiree's income. The annual enrollment fees, which this 
year range from $460 to $520, would increase next year to 
$600, $720 or $820. In five years, the fees would be $893, 
$1,523 and $2,048, respectively. 

Prescription co-payments for retirees and military family 
member will rise slightly under the budget plan. But co-
payments will be smaller for generic drugs and mail-order 
purchases. 
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Broadcast Clip - Navy Cancels Carrier Move From 

Norfolk To Florida 
(WVEC ABC NORFOLK 13 FEB 12) Mike Gooding 
There's good news for the Hampton Roads economy -- the 

Navy's proposed budget has no money to move a nuclear-
powered aircraft carrier from Norfolk Naval Station to Naval 
Station Mayport, Florida. 

The announcement that there will continue to be 5 
nuclear-powered aircraft carriers in the Hampton Roads region 

through 2020 came Monday from the congressional 
delegation. 

View Clip (RT: 2:34) 
Broadcast Clip - Mayport carrier move stricken from 

budget 
(WAVY NBC NORFOLK 13 FEB 12) Art Kohn 
Local Congressmen have confirmed that a proposed plan 

to move an aircraft carrier to Mayport, Fla. is not detailed in 
the upcoming defense budget . 

View Clip (RT: 3:06) 
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30. No Carrier For Mayport In The Near Future, If At All 
(FLORIDA TIMES-UNION 13 FEB 12) ... Adam Kealoha Causey 

If the economy doesn’t improve, Mayport Naval Station 
won’t be getting a nuclear-powered aircraft carrier, at least not 
until the middle of the next decade. 

President Barack Obama’s spending plan for next year, 
submitted to Congress on Monday, doesn’t include money for 
projects necessary if part of the nuclear fleet were to be 
relocated from the Hampton Roads area — a move long hoped 
for in Jacksonville and feared in Virginia. 

The budget sets out planning for the coming five years 
and jettisons three key bits of spending: funding to upgrade a 
Mayport wharf to allow it to handle a nuclear carrier, to build 
a facility where the ship could be maintained and to build a 
parking garage to handle the influx of Sailors. In last year’s 
budget, those projects were all slated to begin between 2013 
and 2016, with the carrier arriving in 2019. 

“Due to fiscal realities, there is no carrier military 
construction funding for Mayport in this budget,” said Navy 
Capt. Danny Hernandez, spokesman for the chief of naval 
operations. 

But with the slowdown comes a consolation prize: An 
amphibious readiness group homeported at Mayport. That 
move, Hernandez said, is a sign of the Navy’s commitment to 
strategic dispersal, long an argument for having carriers in 
multiple East Coast ports. 

The ships’ company for such a group numbers about 
2,000 Sailors. The move will likely not bring any additional 
Marines to the area. 

The Navy has not yet decided which ships will be 
coming, but the East Coast-based amphibious groups are all 
stationed in Virginia. Defense officials have said that having 
all five carriers homeported in Norfolk is a national security 
concern. 

As the news trickled out Monday, politicians tried to look 
on the bright side, painting the carrier decision as simply a 
pause while focusing on the arrival of the other assets. 

“It’s disappointing to see the delay. The good news, in the 
short term, is more ships are going to come to Mayport,” U.S. 
Rep. Ander Crenshaw said at his office in Jacksonville’s 
Riverside neighborhood. “This is really not about Virginia 
versus Florida.” 

Navy plans also call for two more destroyers, three 
additional coastal patrol crafts and eight littoral combat ships 
to be based at Mayport, Crenshaw said. 

That’s good news for the city, according to Jacksonville 
Mayor Alvin Brown, who said the arrival of the ships will 
create jobs and help retain skilled workers. 

“The addition of more ships and Sailors will be another 
opportunity to showcase Jacksonville as the most military 
friendly city in the United States,” Brown said. 

Virginia Reps. Randy Forbes, Rob Wittman and Scott 
Rigell, all Republicans, issued a joint press release praising the 
Navy’s decision to cut the money for the nuclear craft move. 
The five ships carriers are based in the representatives’ 
districts, and they argued that spending $500 million to $1 
billion to create another East Coast homeport would be 
“redundant.” 

“Historic fiscal challenges and the devastating prospect of 
a trillion dollars in defense cuts have only bolstered our 
argument that such a move would not just be strategically 
unnecessary, but also fiscally irresponsible,” Forbes said. 

But Crenshaw said the chief of naval operations, Adm. 
Jonathan Greenert, assured him the nuclear ship still is 
creeping this way. The military already has spent $47.6 
million in the last three years to prepare for its arrival. Most of 
that money has been for dredging, which is also necessary for 
the large-deck amphibious ship to navigate the channel. 

U.S. Sen. Bill Nelson, D-Fla., has it from Greenert’s boss, 
Navy Secretary Ray Mabus, that this branch of the military 
still is committed to dispersing at least one nuclear carrier to 
Mayport. 

“I’m disappointed the carrier move is not scheduled in the 
next five years, even though the Navy is committed to 
bringing a nuclear aircraft carrier to Mayport,” Nelson said in 
a news release. 

U.S. Sen. Marco Rubio, R-Fla., was more pointed with 
his criticism of the Democratic president’s decision to cut 
funding for the nuclear carrier. 

“This minor investment to strategically disperse our 
nation’s capital ships, a requirement of the Navy’s, is now set 
back years with this one budget,” Rubio said in a news release. 

Obama’s overall spending plan for 2013 totals $3.8 
trillion. The defense portion is about $525 billion. 

The proposed budget also proposes two more rounds of 
base closings, in 2013 and 2015. Jacksonville was last affected 
by the so-called BRAC process in 1993, when Cecil Field 
Naval Air Station was ordered closed. The military base 
shuttered in 1999. 
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31. Pentagon: Budget Cuts In Manpower, Weapons Programs To Add Savings 
San Diego benefits from crosscurrent shifting resources toward Asia-Pacific 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 13 FEB 12) ... Gretel C. Kovach 

San Diego and its concentration of military bases and 
defense companies are expected to fare well under proposed 
Pentagon budget cuts announced Monday, despite potential 
reductions in manpower, aircraft purchases, operational units 
and shipbuilding. 

All branches of the armed forces will be affected as the 
military cuts its active-duty and reserve force by 5.5 percent 
over the next five years, but pay and benefits for those now in 
uniform are protected under the fiscal year 2013 budget 
request the president sent to Congress. 

The Defense Department also plans to delay purchases in 
the next five years of the V-22 Osprey tilt-rotor based at 
Miramar Marine Corps Air Station, the F-35 Joint Strike 
Fighter jet estimated to arrive here in about a decade, and 16 
new ships that were scheduled for construction. 

The impact in San Diego, however, is expected to be 
counterbalanced by a shift in resources and attention toward 
the Asia-Pacific region. For example, none of the nine 
warships scheduled for retirement call San Diego home port, 
according to information released Monday evening to the U-T 
by Lt. Courtney Hillson, a Navy spokeswoman. 

Seven cruisers will be taken out of service in fiscal years 
2013 and 2014: Cowpens, Anzio, Vicksburg, Port Royal, 
Gettysburg, Chosin and Hue City; as well as two dock landing 
ships, Whidbey Island and Tortuga. Those ships are based in 
Virginia, Florida, Hawaii and Japan. 

Two of the Navy’s new Littoral Combat Ships, one of 
each variant, are among the 16 ships removed from the near-
term building plan. But San Diego stands to gain from the 
eventual arrival of as many as 16 littorals and the return of a 
third aircraft carrier, said Larry Blumberg, executive director 
of the San Diego Military Advisory Council. 

Despite the austere budget climate, “We believe that the 
San Diego region will come out of this in good shape,” 
Blumberg said. 

Military personnel in San Diego and the Pacific are 
expected to play a key role in coming years in military 
operations and disaster relief in Asia, as they did during the 
earthquake in Japan, said retired Navy Capt. Dale Lumme, 
National Executive Director of the Navy League of the United 
States. 

“I don’t think you can overemphasize just how important 
the Navy-Marine Corps team is as the U.S. shifts its strategic 
focus to the Asia-Pacific region,” he said. In light of those 
needs, the Navy League is concerned that the proposed budget 
will allow for only about 285 ships, instead of the fleet of 
about 325 called for in some projections. 

“This budget will only maintain our current ship number 
of 285 with 182,000 or fewer Marines and will lead to 
significant strain on a force that has already been stretched to 
its limits through 10 years of war on two fronts,” Lumme said. 

San Diego County is home to more than 100,000 active 
duty Marines and Sailors and roughly 50 warships. Altogether, 
the military pumped roughly $30 billion into the economy in 
direct and indirect spending in 2009, about twice as much as 
tourism, according to the 2011 economic impact study by the 
San Diego Military Advisory Council. 

The Army and Marine Corps will take the biggest hit in 
end strength if the budget request is enacted. Those services 
swelled in size in the last decade to handle most of the troop-
intensive ground combat in Iraq and Afghanistan. 

By 2017, overall end-strength of the Marine Corps will 
fall by 8.3 percent, the Army by 6.8 percent, the Navy by 3.9 
percent and the Air Force by 2.3 percent, according to the plan 
disclosed Monday. 

Looking at active-duty end strength only, the Marine 
Corps will shrink by 20,000 to 182,100 and the Navy by 6,200 
to 319,500 by fiscal year 2017. 

On the Marine Corps side, one infantry regiment 
headquarters, five infantry battalions, one artillery battalion, 
four tactical air squadrons and one combat logistics battalion 
are on the chopping block. 

Col. Sean Gibson, a spokesman for Marine Corps Combat 
Development Command, said details of which Marine Corps 
operational units will be affected will be disclosed after the 
Commandant presents his budget statement to Congress later 
this week. 

Other highlights of the proposed budget: 

 A request for two more rounds of nationwide base 
closures. 

 Slowdown in purchases of Lockheed Martin’s new 
Joint Strike Fighter jet, including 13 fewer aircraft 
purchases in 2013 and expected savings that year of 
$1.6 billion – the largest among $18 billion in 
weapons cuts. 

 A restructuring of the V-22 Osprey tilt-rotor aircraft 
program delaying purchases of 24 aircraft until after 
2017 and new bulk buying terms expected to save an 
estimated $1.7 billion, including $400 million for 
2013. 

The Defense Department cuts will contribute to a $259 
billion down payment in savings over the next five years 
among $487 billion in projected defense spending cuts over 
the next decade. 

The Pentagon is proposing a $525.4 billion base budget -- 
a drop of $5.2 billion from this year -- and $88.5 billion for 
what it calls overseas contingency operations such as the war 
in Afghanistan -- a $26.6 billion drop from this year. 

Rep. Susan Davis, D-San Diego, ranking member of the 
House Subcommittee on Military Personnel, said: “The 
President has put forth a defense budget that meets the needs 
laid out under the recent strategic review, but we will still be 
required to make smart choices among difficult decisions. We 
need to keep our promises to returning service members and 
continue support for military families.” 

Pay raises of 1.7 percent to basic compensation and an 
average of 4.2 percent to housing allowances are included in 
the budget request. 

Fees for health care and pharmacy co-payments for some 
working-age retirees would nearly quadruple, but active-duty 
troops are not affected. 

“There is not a Sailor or Marine losing a dollar from his 
current paycheck in this,” said the Navy Department budget 
director, Rear Adm. Joseph Mulloy. 
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Blumberg said his biggest fear is not the current proposal, 
but sequestration -- the additional $500 billion in defense cuts 
scheduled to take effect next year because of the debt 
negotiation impasse. “None of this plan takes into account any 
of the potential impact of sequestration. Congress has got to 
solve that problem and they’ve got to solve it before January 
2013.” 

Republican leaders of the House rebuked the president for 
what Rep. Howard “Buck” McKeon, chairman of the Armed 
Services Committee, described as misplaced priorities and a 
redirection of resources from national defense to “exploding 
domestic bureaucracies.” 

“This budget reflects a true reduction, in real terms, of 
military spending while we have troops in combat. It 
irresponsibly ignores the looming threat of sequestration, 
while failing to adequately address threats posed by our 
adversaries around the world,” he said in a statement. 

Echoing his concerns, Joe Kasper, a spokesman for Rep. 
Duncan Hunter, R-Alpine, said “There’s nothing good to say 
about the defense component of the budget. It attempts to put 
in motion a plan for some deficit reduction on the backs of our 
military men and women — and them only. 

“But for San Diego specifically, the shift in defense 
strategy keeps the region in a decent place compared to what 
we can expect in other areas of the country.” 
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32. Federal Budget's Impact In Maine: Heating Aid Loses, BIW Gains 
Obama's budget calls for more destroyers, cutting LIHEAP and base closures that could imperil Portsmouth 
Naval Shipyard. 
(PORTLAND (ME) PRESS HERALD 14 FEB 12) ... Jonathan Riskind 

WASHINGTON — President Obama's proposed budget 
again would slash a home-heating assistance program that 
helps thousands of low-income Mainers. 

Bath Iron Works could benefit -- the budget calls for more 
of the type of Navy destroyers that the Bath shipyard builds. 
But the proposal also requests new rounds of base closures – 
Portsmouth Naval Shipyard in Kittery dodged the last round in 
2005, but might still be vulnerable. 

Congress is sure to make changes to the $3.8 trillion 
budget proposal released Monday for the 2013 fiscal year 
beginning in October. 

The plan calls for spending $3 billion on the Low-Income 
Home Energy Assistance Program, more than the $2.57 billion 
initially requested for 2012. But LIHEAP got $4.7 billion in 
2011. Despite pressure by Maine and other lawmakers 
representing cold-winter states to win that amount for 2012, 
Congress increased it only to $3.5 billion. 

That means Maine will get less than $40 million in 
LIHEAP funding this winter, compared with $56.5 million last 
winter. Aid payments to Maine households are expected to 
average $483 this winter – last winter, the 63,802 Maine 
payments averaged $802. 

A number of lawmakers – including the Maine 
congressional delegation – pleaded with Obama to request at 
least $4.7 billion for LIHEAP in his 2013 budget. 

Obama's budget acknowledges that rising heating oil 
prices are a problem, and says it will target more of the 
proposed LIHEAP money to "states with vulnerable 
households facing high home heating costs for winter 2012-
2013." It is not clear what that might mean for Maine. 

Rep. Chellie Pingree, D-1st District, said Monday that she 
will continue to push for more LIHEAP funding. GOP Sen. 
Susan Collins of Maine said that she is "troubled that, yet 
again, the administration doesn't recognize the importance of 
adequately funding" LIHEAP. 

The proposed budget would benefit BIW and parent 
company General Dynamics, despite cuts to overall defense 
spending. 

The budget proposes funding construction of two new 
Burke-class destroyers for 2013, and a total of nine through 
2017. 

It is not yet clear how many of the ships would be built by 
BIW, which employs about 5,400 people. The shipyard 
competes for Burke destroyer contracts with the Huntington 
Ingalls shipyard in Pascagoula, Miss. 

As expected, BIW received a $680 million contract for a 
new Burke last year. But the Bath shipyard then beat out 
Pascagoula for the right to build a second Burke, the contract 
for which had been up for grabs. Defense analysts have said 
BIW has the edge when it comes to landing Burke work. 

Collins, a member of the Senate Armed Services 
Committee, praised the proposal to build two more Burke 
destroyers. But she criticized the budget's lack of funding to 
improve the infrastructure at Portsmouth Naval Shipyard, 
which overhauls submarines and employs about 4,600 civilian 
workers. 

A possibly greater threat looming for the public naval 
yard in Kittery is the administration's formal request in the 
budget for new rounds of military base closures in 2013 and 
2015. 

Defense analysts and members of Congress from Maine 
and New Hampshire disagreed over how vulnerable the 
shipyard might be last month when Secretary of Defense Leon 
Panetta announced the base closure idea. 

Maine lawmakers said the facility is too valuable to close, 
but one analyst said it's a potential target because there will be 
less work in the future on the nuclear submarines it overhauls. 

The Kittery shipyard was on the Defense Department's 
base closure list in 2005, but that recommendation was 
overturned by the independent Base Realignment and Closure 
Commission. 

Return to Index 
 

33. 2013 Defense Budget Rollout: Just the Opening Salvo 
(NATIONAL DEFENSE 13 FEB 12) ... Sandra Erwin 

The Pentagon's 2013 budget unveiled today by the Obama 
administration contains no big surprises. Most of the 

bombshells were dropped by Defense Secretary Panetta two 
weeks ago. 
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The proposal is President Obama's first full budget since 
the enactment of the Budget Control Act and also his first one 
where he is asking for a cut in defense spending. It seeks $525 
billion for the Pentagon's base budget, a 1.6 percent decline in 
real terms from fiscal year 2012. 

Anyone who might be trying to assess this budget's long-
term implications for the U.S. military and defense industry 
will be disenchanted. It will be as futile as winter weather 
forecasting. 

Coming just as Washington begins to gear up for 
presidential elections, the budget is just the first chess move. It 
follows what already has been a period of turbulent budget 
planning at the Defense Department which started in April 
when Obama warned that the post 9/11 money gusher was 
about to slow down. It was only a year ago that Obama 
projected a defense budget for 2013 that was $46 billion larger 
than what he is requesting now. Almost half of the rollbacks in 
spending are in the procurement and research-and-
development accounts. 

GOP lawmakers have seized the defense budget as fuel 
for their narrative that Obama is weakening the military. Their 
case, however, is undermined by Congress' own debt-
reduction legislation that not only mandated cuts for fiscal 
years 2012 and 2013, but also exposes the Pentagon to 
additional reductions of $500 billion over the next decade. 

Politics aside, the proposed budget keeps defense 
spending at historically high levels in a time of persistently 
large federal deficits. "It does not begin to erase the significant 
growth in national security spending that began in 1998," 
said Charles Knight, budget analyst for the Project on Defense 
Alternatives. The five-year forecast, which projects flat 
budgets, does not signal a new era of "restrained military 
posture for the United States," he says. The reductions so far 
are minor adjustments driven by the current fiscal crisis. 

Analysts also point out that the budget proposal is fraught 
with dubious assumptions. One is that a significant portion of 
the spending cuts that are built into the budget -- $259 billion 
over the next five years -- is based on wishful thinking. About 
$60 billion, or one-fourth of the cuts, are expected to come 
from phantom "efficiencies" that are unlikely to materialize, 
said Andrew Krepinevich, president of the Center for Strategic 
and Budgetary Assessments. 

"We've been to this rodeo many times," he said. 
"Typically you don't end up getting anywhere near the savings 
you anticipate." 

Another suspicious claim is that the Pentagon expects to 
save money by sharing more of the global policing burden 
with other nations. 

Predictions that the U.S. military can outsource 
responsibilities to allies are laughable, Krepinevich said. 
Where's the help going to come from? Europeans are cutting 
back. Egyptians are putting Americans on trial. Iraq remains 
unstable. Pakistan is the "kind of ally that makes you scratch 
your head," he said. 

According to the president's new guidance unveiled in 
January, the military will be making a "strategic pivot" from 
land wars to naval and air warfare and a larger presence in the 
Asia-Pacific region. The guidance was billed as a roadmap for 
the military to scale back missions in response to shrinking 
budgets. The Pentagon is recommending force cutbacks of 
more than 72,000 in the Army and 20,000 in the Marine Corps 

by 2017, with the expectations that the U.S. military presence 
in Afghanistan will have ended by then. 

Beyond a retrenchment from counterinsurgency wars, 
there is no hint that the Pentagon is scaling back any major 
missions, which raises questions about the Pentagon's ability 
to live with a smaller budget. 

Much of the strategic guidance tends to become a "wish 
list" rather than a priorities ranking effort, said Krepinevich. 

Pentagon officials insist that the 2013 budget marks a 
serious attempt at downsizing the military in response to 
declining budgets and a shift in national security priorities. 

Between 2013 and 2017, the military will be getting 
smaller, according to the budget proposal. 

 The Army will be losing eight brigades. 

 The Navy is eliminating nine ships (seven cruisers 
and two dock landing ships). 

 The Marine Corps axes one infantry regiment 
headquarters, five infantry battalions, one artillery 
battalion, four tactical air squadrons and one combat 
logistics battalion. 

 The Air Force sheds seven fighter squadrons and 303 
aircraft. 

 The Army is taking the biggest hit in active-duty 
personnel cuts (72,000). The Marine Corps will be 
cutting 20,000 troops. Smaller reductions are planned 
for the Navy (6,200) and the Air Force (4,200). 

Analysts have warned that the Pentagon's shift from land 
wars to high-tech combat would not be taken seriously until it 
was backed up by dramatic funding reallocations from the 
Army to the Navy and Air Force. The 2013 budget does not 
show such change is happening yet. 

Each of the three major branches of the military continue 
to receive about the same share of the budget they did a year 
ago. 

The only real trend seen in this budget is that the majority 
of budget cuts are being applied to procurement, research and 
development accounts. Defense industry had been expecting 
this, and companies have been downsizing accordingly, 
corporate executives said. 

Industry's best hope for a reversal of that trend is a 
planned Pentagon review that could recommend reforms in 
military compensation and retiree benefits, both of which are 
increasingly consuming a larger share of the budget, said Todd 
Harrison, senior fellow at CSBA. "Personnel costs are the 
800-pound gorilla," he said. 

Payroll and benefits for active-duty and retirees make up 
one third of the Pentagon's budget, but account for one-ninth 
of the proposed reductions, said Harrison. Personnel costs -- 
which have been on a steady climb of 4.2 percent annually for 
more than a decade -- will put pressure on other areas of the 
budget, he said. If funding remains flat and no cuts are made 
to compensation, healthcare or retirement benefits, by 2039, 
personnel costs will consume the entire defense budget. The 
anticipated review will pit active-duty against retirees, 
Harrison said. There are about 2 million retirees and 1.5 
million invididuals on active duty. Keeping pay and benefits 
untouched has become unsustainable under the current 
funding forecast. 

William D. Hartung, of the Center for International 
Policy, characterizes the 2013 budget as a "minor course 
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correction, not a strategic shift. The $487 billion, 10-year 
figure often cited to suggest that deep cuts have already 
occurred is measured against the Pentagon's unrealistic plans, 
not current levels of spending." 

The retrenching in some weapon procurements are "nicks, 
not cuts," he said. "Other than canceling one version of the 
Global Hawk surveillance drone, this budget will leave major 
weapons programs largely untouched." 

Pentagon procurement chief Frank Kendall reassured 
defense industry in a speech last week that spending on new 
weapons will continue despite the topline cuts. "We're not 
going to take a procurement holiday like we did after the Cold 
War," he said. "Everyone thinks [the coming downturn] will 

be like the post Cold War downsizing. ... I don't think we're 
going to see that kind of cuts." 

The dominant theme in the Pentagon's budget for the 
coming years is uncertainty, said Harrison. 

Although the Obama administration is seeking $613 
billion for defense in 2013 ($525 billion for routine Pentagon 
accounts and $88 billion for war expenses), the automatic 
sequester that Congress enacted last August technically would 
force the Pentagon to cut another $52 billion per year, 
beginning Jan. 2. "That's the law," said Harrison. Until the 
sequester is either enforced or Congress finds a way to waive 
it, the precise level of funding for 2013 is not going to be 
known, he said. "We're in a period of unusual fiscal 
uncertainty." 
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34. Marinette-Built Navy Ship Hits Choppy Seas 
Leak is fourth serious problem 
(MILWAUKEE JOURNAL SENTINEL 13 FEB 12) ... Rick Barrett 

The U.S. Navy combat ship USS Freedom, built in 
Marinette, suffered another setback recently when it 
developed a leak off the coast of California and was forced to 
return to port. 

It was at least the fourth serious problem the ship has 
encountered since it was commissioned in Milwaukee in 
September 2008. 

The latest problem occurred Feb. 1 when Freedom 
"suffered a failure of the port shaft mechanical seal," the Navy 
told the publication Defense News. 

Some flooding occurred, and the ship returned to its home 
port of San Diego. 

During a heavy-weather ocean trial a year ago, Sailors 
discovered a 6-inch horizontal hull crack below the waterline 
that forced them to return to port, avoiding heavy seas. The 
leak originated in a weld seam between two steel plates. 

In September 2010, one of Freedom's gas turbines quit 
working - requiring the Navy to cut short an offshore exercise. 
That turbine, made by Rolls-Royce, was replaced. 

In May 2010, the ship had problems with its water-jet 
propulsion system that had to be repaired in San Diego. 

Freedom is the first of a new class of combat ships 
designed for duty in coastal waters. The program has had 
some difficulties, including cost overruns for Freedom. 

Last summer, U.S. Rep. Duncan Hunter (R-Calif.) asked 
about problems with the littoral combat ship program in 
Marinette and Mobile, Ala. 

"I strongly urge the Navy to immediately conduct a 
formal review of the entire LCS program, provide an 
assessment of the technical design flaws of the current fleet, 
and determine the best way forward to include the possibility 
of rebidding this contract," Hunter said in a letter to Navy 
Secretary Ray Mabus. 

The Navy said Freedom experienced minor flooding in 
the most recent incident off the California coast. But the 
details are unknown as four Navy public information officers 
familiar with Freedom and the LCS program did not return 
phone calls. 

The cause of the seal-shaft leak is still under analysis, said 
Dana Casey, spokeswoman for Lockheed Martin Corp., which 
has partnered with Marinette Marine to build the ships costing 
about $550 million each. 

It's not unusual for a new ship, the first of its kind, to have 
some initial problems, said Marinette Marine President and 
CEO Charles Goddard. 

"These are complex vessels that are designed and built by 
man. So some of these issues are things you come to expect, 
and it's a matter of how you deal with them to make sure you 
don't repeat the issues on following ships," Goddard said. 

The Navy wants to buy 55 of the high-speed warships 
over 15 years. Thus far, Lockheed Martin says, the Navy has 
been satisfied with Freedom's performance. 

For the initial 20 ships, the work has been divided 
between Marinette Marine and Austal USA in Mobile, Ala. It 
has created an economic boom in northern Wisconsin and 
southern Alabama, where thousands of people are employed in 
the shipyards and area businesses that have benefited from the 
supply contracts and payroll dollars. 

Marinette has nearly completed its second littoral combat 
ship, the USS Fort Worth, that's scheduled to be 
commissioned in September in Galveston, Texas. 

Construction of another ship, the USS Milwaukee, is well 
under way in Marinette. 

Patience Isn't Infinite 
The Navy understands there will be some problems with a 

new ship design, but it doesn't have infinite patience, said 
James Hasik, a defense industry consultant in Austin, Texas. 

Marinette could be at risk of losing the work if significant 
problems continue, according to Hasik. 

"The Navy has a choice of where these ships are built and 
what design to use. I have talked to shipbuilders, besides folks 
in the program now, who have said they would consider 
building the LCS," Hasik said. 

Decades ago, the Navy would buy one or two ships of a 
new design and would then wait a couple of years before 
ordering more. 

"The first ship was meant to be a demonstrator, to be sure 
they got it right," Hasik said. 

Some of those designs never made it to the next stage. 
The Navy envisions a fleet of the speedy littoral combat 

ships that can operate in waters as shallow as 20 feet and reach 
speeds topping 46 mph. The 377-foot ships could be used to 
hunt submarines and pirates, and to support ground troops and 
launch unmanned aerial drones. 
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The ships are "almost tailor-made for fighting in the 
Persian Gulf, where they need to be able to get away from a 
swarm of speedboats and, later in the day, sweep for mines," 
Hasik said. 

Friday, the Navy said it would name its next littoral 
combat ship after former U.S. Rep. Gabrielle Giffords (D-
Ariz.). 

That ship will be built by Austal USA in Alabama. 
Budget Concerns 
Monday, when President Barack Obama releases his 

proposed federal budget, defense industry contractors will be 

looking for signs of what military programs are vulnerable to 
cuts. 

The LCS program could be at risk because the Navy 
wants to keep larger combat ships and aircraft carriers from 
falling under the budget ax. 

The Obama administration's strategy of protecting the 
Western Pacific doesn't bode well for the shallow-water 
combat ships more suitable for other areas, although 
Freedom's Sailors have cross-trained with Sailors from 
Singapore. 

If things settle down in the Persian Gulf, the need for 
these ships is lessened, according to Hasik. 
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35. Navy Discloses $811 Million Overrun On Gerald Ford Carrier 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 13 FEB 12) ... Tony Capaccio 

The cost of the aircraft carrier Gerald R. Ford has 
increased by $811 million, or about 16 percent, over its $5.16 
billion target price, the Navy said. 

The overrun, up from the $650 million acknowledged in 
April, was disclosed today in a Navy document highlighting 
the service’s share of the Defense Department’s fiscal 2013 
plan. The Navy documents indicate the service estimates a 
worst-case overrun of as much as $1.1 billion. 

“To address fact-of-life cost increases as well as the 
government’s share of the ship construction variance to date, 
the Department added $811 million to the Gerald R. Ford 
budget,” through 2017, according to the document. 

The carrier is being built by Huntington Ingalls Industries 
Inc. under a “cost-plus, incentive-fee” contract in which the 
Navy pays for most of the overruns. Even so, the service’s 
efforts to control costs are putting the company’s $579.2 
million profit at risk, according to the Navy. 

The Navy said last month that Huntington Ingalls of 
Newport News, Virginia, is being docked millions of dollars 
in profit because of the cost overrun. It didn’t disclose the 
overrun amount or Huntington’s share. 

The company didn’t immediately respond to an e-mail 
today seeking comment. 

Huntington Ingalls is continuing “to see improvements in 
our performance” on the carrier, Beci Brenton, a 
spokeswoman for the company, said in an e-mail last month. 

‘Unique Challenges’ 

“Although this is a first-in-class ship with the unique 
challenges that come with that, we anticipate we will further 
increase efficiencies and continue to retire risk associated in 
the four years that remain until delivery,” Brenton said. 

The Navy said it has begun periodically withholding some 
of the shipbuilder’s $579 million profit that is set out in the 
contract as the service adds money to cover the increasing 
costs on its design and construction contract. 

The completed initial vessel, the first of three in the $40.2 
billion program, is projected to cost at least $11.5 billion. 

The $11.5 billion includes $2.9 billion in detailed design 
and $8.6 billion for construction and government-furnished 
equipment, such as its nuclear reactor. An additional $3.7 
billion is for research that applies to all three vessels in the 
class, the Navy said. 

The Congressional Budget Office wrote in a June report 
that cost growth typically occurs when a ship is more than 
half- finished. The Ford design contract is about 42 percent 
complete. 

Huntington, which had 2010 sales of $6.7 billion, became 
a separate company in March when Northrop Grumman Corp. 
spun off its shipbuilding unit. 

The Navy budget released today indicates it plans to 
provide $608 million in fiscal 2013 for CVN-79, the second 
carrier, to initiate the design and construction contract similar 
to Huntington’s contract for the Ford. 
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36. U.S. Sees "Manageable Risk" In F-35 Restructuring 
(REUTERS 13 FEB 12) ... Andrea Shalal-Esa 

WASHINGTON - The Pentagon on Monday confirmed 
plans to postpone production of 179 F-35 Joint Strike Fighters 
built by Lockheed Martin Corp over the next five years to save 
$15.1 billion, but it said the risk was "manageable." 

The U.S. defense budget for fiscal 2013 funds 13 fewer 
airplanes than initially planned, saving $1.6 billion on the 
multinational, radar-evading fighter plane, the Pentagon's 
biggest weapons program. 

This is the third restructuring in recent years of the F-35 
program. The Pentagon expects to spend $382 billion over the 
next two decades to develop and buy 2,443 of the new 
warplanes. 

Defense Secretary Leon Panetta in January, a year ahead 
of schedule, lifted a two-year "probation" on the Marine Corps 

B-model of the plane, which can land like a helicopter He said 
the jet's technical issues were on their way to being resolved. 

Panetta lauded progress on the overall F-35 testing 
program but announced last month that the Pentagon would 
slow its production to avert costly retrofits as it began 
implementing $487 billion in defense cuts over the next 
decade. 

A spokesman for the Pentagon's F-35 program office said 
the U.S. military remained committed to buying all 2,443 jets 
in its original plans, and was focused on completing 
developmental tests so the plane could enter service. 

"We remain committed to the development of the Joint 
Strike Fighter. Our total numbers remain strong at 2,443," said 
Joe DellaVedova, the program's spokesman. 
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In documents released with the fiscal 2013 budget 
request, the Pentagon comptrollers office said the decision to 
slow production was based on "changing department 
priorities, funding constraints and the need to reduce 
concurrency." 

Concurrency refers to the Pentagon's plan to start 
producing the new plane before flight tests were begun, or 
completed. 

It said the department "determined that is a manageable 
risk to reduce procurement by a combined total of 13 aircraft 
in fiscal year 2013 and 179 aircraft from FY 2013 to FY 
2017." 

The Pentagon's 2013 budget would fund 19 conventional 
takeoff variants for the Air Force, six short takeoff, vertical 
landing (STOVL) variants for the Marine Corps, and four jets 
for the Navy that are designed to land on aircraft carriers. 

Washington's plan to further slow production of the F-35 
is prompting its eight foreign partners to rethink their own 
orders, threatening a vital revenue stream for Lockheed and 

slowing its drive to make the stealthy new fighter jet as 
affordable as promised. 

Slower U.S. orders will delay savings that would come 
from building more planes faster, according to Lockheed, 
which says the F-35 is making good progress in testing despite 
a constant stream of negative headlines and criticism from 
U.S. lawmakers. 

Canada has tentatively scheduled a meeting of the 
partners at its embassy in Washington next month before a 
scheduled formal meeting in mid-March in Australia, where 
the partners are due to outline their production plans. 

The delay in orders will also affect Northrop Grumman, 
which is responsible for about 25 percent of the F-35 program, 
Britain's BAE Systems, which has about 17 percent, and 
engine maker Pratt & Whitney, a unit of United Technologies 
Corp. 

The new plan calls for the United States to buy 244 jets 
over the next five years, with the partner countries and Israel 
and Japan slated to buy 285 planes, although it is clear that the 
international orders will likely drop from that level. 
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37. Pentagon Plan Reduces Proposed Buy Of Boeing P-8As 
(REUTERS 13 FEB 12) 

WASHINGTON - The U.S. Navy would save $5.2 billion 
through fiscal 2017 by buying 10 fewer Boeing Co P-8A 
Poseidon maritime surveillance planes under the Pentagon's 
proposed budget for fiscal 2013, according to Pentagon budget 
documents. 

"Due to changing priorities within the department and 
funding constraints, the department deemed that it was a 
manageable risk to reduce P-8A procurement by 10 aircraft 
from fiscal 2013 to fiscal 2017," the Pentagon's comptroller 
said in an overview of the budget. 

The Navy's plans call for unchanged procurement of 13 P-
8A Boeing planes in fiscal 2013 and 17 in fiscal 2014, but 
would cut the buy to 20 planes each in fiscal 2015 and 2016, 
dropping to 13 in the final year of the five-year budget plan. 

The Navy's fiscal 2012 budget had called for the Navy to 
buy 21 of the Boeing planes in 2015 and 30 in 2016, according 
to a Navy spokeswoman. 

The Navy is replacing its aging P-3 Orion fleet with the 
new Boeing planes, which are based on its 737 commercial 
airliner. 

The Navy said the program remains a priority, noting that 
the P-8A's ability to launch torpedoes from a high altitude and 
its intelligence capabilities make it a "critical force multiplier" 
for military commanders. 

The Navy expects to start using the new planes 
operationally in 2013, according to its budget documents. 

The Navy's top budget official, Rear Admiral Joseph 
Malloy, said the Navy planned to add the deferred planes back 
into the Navy budget in fiscal 2018 and beyond. 

No comment was immediately available from Boeing. 
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38. Defense Budget Funds Missile Defense Capability Improvements--Including MEADS, PAC-3 
(DEFENSE DAILY 14 FEB 12) ... Ann Roosevelt 

In support of administration priorities, the fiscal year 
2013 budget request for the Missile Defense Agency (MDA) 
is $7.7 billion, down from $8.4 billion in FY '12, with funding 
reductions in various programs to support Defense Department 
goals. 

The budget request $9.7 billion for missile defense 
activities for FY '13, for a total of $47.4 billion from FY 13-
17. MDA and the Army are missile defense program 
developers. Other DoD activities invest and build air and 
missile defense capabilities. For example, the request includes 
funds to complete design and development work on the tri-
national Medium Extended Air Defense System (MEADS). 

The proposed $400.9 million request supports completing 
the MEADS Proof of Concept and demonstration contract that 
ends in 2014 to allow harvesting useful technologies. The 
United States, Germany and Italy are working on the program 

that has faced critics of the program cost and schedule and 
performance on the Hill (Defense Daily, Nov. 18). 

The FY '13 budget also support $763.4 million for 
procurement of 84 Patriot Advanced Capability-3 (PAC-3) 
missiles and the procurement of 38 Enhanced Launcher 
Electronic Systems capable of firing PAC-3 missiles; and, 
$81.9 million for continued development of the PAC-3 Missile 
Segment Enhancement designed to extend the PAC-3 range. 

The budget request for MDA: "balances capabilities and 
risks to deter aggression, protect U.S. and allied interests, and 
pursue cost-effective and operationally-effective capabilities 
as a hedge against future threats," budget briefers said at the 
Pentagon yesterday. 

A year ago, the MDA budget request was $8.6 billion. 
Additionally, under then-Defense Secretary Robert Gates's 
mandate to save money and move DoD away from being "too 
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reliant" on contractors, MDA was ordered to terminate 360 
contract personnel (Defense Daily, Jan. 7, 2011). 

The main MDA contractors are Boeing Lockheed Martin 
Northrop Grumman and Raytheon. 

At the budget briefing yesterday, Frank Kendall, the 
acting under secretary of defense for acquisition technology 
and logistics said because of affordability costs the Sea-Based 
X-band radar will not be needed, as other platforms can fulfill 
the radar's use in tests. "We will protect our investment in 
homeland missile defense and we will protect the European 
Phased Adaptive Approach," said Undersecretary of Defense 
Comptroller/CFO Robert Hale. 

The FY 2013 budget provides funding to support phased 
adaptive approaches (PAA) in the Asia Pacific and the Middle 
East, new focus areas discussed in the Strategic Guidance, by 
building on current efforts in those regions. 

Aegis ballistic missile defense, a vital component of the 
new strategy, would receive $1.3 billion in research, 
development, test and engineering and procurement for the 
continued conversion of Aegis ships, with a planned 
operational availability of 32 ships by FY 2017, and the 
procurement of 29 SM-3 interceptors for Aegis BMD ships. 

In light of ballistic missile threats around the globe, the 
budget requests $950 million to support a block buy of space 
vehicles 5 and 6 for the Space-Based Infrared System, the 
satellite system that provides the initial early warning of 
ballistic missile launches. Also yesterday, Lockheed Martin 
said the first SBIRS geosynchronous (GEO-1) satellite is now 
delivering critical infrared data to users, as the spacecraft 
under goes its operational certification process. 

The European Phased Adaptive Approach (EPAA), 
designed to protect NATO allies and forces from regional 
ballistic missile threats, is also supported. 

The Department has met its objectives for EPAA Phase 1 
with the deployment of Aegis ballistic missile defense (BMD) 
ships and land-based radar in Europe in 2011. 

The next three EPAA phases include deploying an Aegis 
Ashore in Romania with Standard Missile-3 Block IB (SM-3 
IB) interceptors, deploying an Aegis Ashore in Poland with 
SM-3 IIA interceptors, and the addition of SM-3 Block IIB 
interceptors and early intercept capability. 

The Terminal High Altitude Area Defense (THAAD) is 
key for combatant commanders with its short-and medium-
range capability within and outside the atmosphere for 
ballistic missile defense. The FY '13 budget proposes $777.7 
million for 36 interceptors as well as continued development. 

The Army Navy/Transportable Radar Surveillance-2, the 
transportable X-band radar, requests $574.4 million for the 
radar than can be used to support boost phase and teminal 
missile defense. The FY '13 funds would acquire one radar 
and continue development, testing and sustainment of the 
radars. 

The FY '13 budget supports a $903.2 million procurement 
of five ground-based interceptors (GBIs) to support the 
Ground-Based Midcourse Defense flight test program, and 
procurement of GBI reliability enhancements. 

According to MDA's historical funding charts, to date the 
agency has spent $149.5 billion in pursuit of national priorities 
to provide ballistic missile defense to protect the United 
States, its deployed troops and allies. 
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39. Marines Test Helo Drone To Haul MREs And H2O To FOBs 
(AOL DEFENSE 13 FEB 12) ... Richard Whittle 

WASHINGTON - The proposition can't be proven yet, 
but it's likely some Marines in Afghanistan who might have 
been killed or wounded since mid-December by roadside 
bombs, aka IEDs, are alive and well today thanks to an 
experimental unmanned helicopter the Corps is testing. 

Between Dec. 17 and Jan. 12, two remotely piloted but 
largely automated Lockheed Martin/Kaman K-MAX 
unmanned helicopters flew 94 sorties and delivered 155,080 
lbs. of Meals Ready to Eat (MREs), water and other items to 
various Forward Operating Bases (FOBs) in Helmand 
province. 

"What's significant (about that) is the amount of convoys 
that takes off the road," Lt. Col. Brad "Myrtle" Beach, Marine 
Corps unmanned aerial systems coordinator, said last week in 
a presentation to the Association of Unmanned Vehicle 
Systems International (AUVSI). 

The K-MAX, normally manned and largely used for 
civilian timber operations, is a 5,100-lb. helicopter built by 
Kaman Helicopters whose two counter-rotating rotor blades 
eliminate the need for a tail rotor, preserving engine power for 
the main rotors. Consequently, at sea level the K-MAX can lift 
nearly 1,000 lbs. more than its own weight. Modified by 
Lockheed for unmanned operation, the K-MAX beat out 
Boeing Co.'s far lighter A160 Hummingbird (2,500 lbs. 
empty) last summer for the privilege of flying experimental 
drone cargo missions in Afghanistan. 

The test deployment in Helmand province, where flying 
conditions include high altitudes, hot temperatures and dusty 
landing zones that are especially hard on rotorcraft, is to last 
six months. If it goes well, the Marines expect to establish a 
"program of record" to develop an unmanned cargo helicopter. 

The requirements for such an aircraft aren't yet set but 
Beach's presentation offered a "notional" list that included 
shipboard capability, the ability to lift multiple loads 
exceeding 1,600 lbs., speed "potentially approaching" 250 
knots and a range of 300 nautical miles. The 250 knot speed 
requirement -- far faster than any current military helicopter 
can fly -- will likely have to be reduced significantly if the 
Marines want to move ahead quickly with such a program. 

The requirements for the test program the K-MAX won 
were to lift at least 750 lbs. per flight and deliver 6,000 lbs. of 
cargo within 24 hours over 100 nautical miles at 12,000-ft. 
density altitude, meaning the effective altitude when 
temperature and other factors affecting air pressure are taken 
into account. 

Northrop Grumman recently told AOL Defense the 
company would like to offer a new and larger version of its 
MQ-8B Fire Scout unmanned helicopter if the Marines pursue 
a new unmanned cargo helicopter. The MQ-8C Fire-X uses 
the airframe of a Bell 407 civilian helicopter rather than the 
smaller Schweizer 300 airframe used by the Fire Scout. 

"I'm really excited about where this is going," Beach told 
AUVSI. "The first few points that we learned within probably 
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the first three weeks is, they (Marines) love getting things at 
these forward operating bases. They love it even more if you 
take stuff away. They've got engines, they've got gear that's no 

longer serviceable. That is going to become more and more 
part of the convoy mission. If that prevents another convoy 
having to go out and get that gear, then we're winning." 
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BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
40. As The Military Goes, So Goes The Hampton Roads Economy 
(WVEC ABC NORFOLK 13 FEB 12) ... David Alan 

NORFOLK -- In Hampton Roads, military homecomings 
are more than long-awaited family reunions. They are more 
than displays of sacrifice and service. Homecomings remind 
us that military might is by far the engine that drives our 
economy. 

The military makes up 45% of the economy. In 2010, the 
Navy alone had a direct economic impact to the region of 
$13.5 billion with an annual payroll of $8.2 billion. 

"We cannot sit back and completely depend on the 
military spending in Hampton Roads," Virginia Beach Mayor 
Will Sessoms said. 

Sessoms also said the region can never get too 
comfortable. That's the lesson learned from the last BRAC that 
put Naval Air Station Oceana in jeopardy. 

Sessoms feels Hampton Roads needs to prepare for a 
smaller military presence. But any losses, he said, could be 
mixed with some wins, citing a possible expansion of Special 
Ops at Little Creek. As for the future, Sessoms adds, the 
region's investment in tourism continues to pay off and there is 
an opportunity to chart a new course economically off the 
coast. 

"Think about the opportunity for great paying jobs in 
Virginia Beach, and think about opportunity of creating 
energy, something the country so desperately needs. Why 
don't we become known for that?" the mayor added. 

As for the overall impact on the housing market of a 
smaller military footprint, "A military move is something that 
we do not want to see, but this area is a pretty vibrant area and 
I'm pretty confident we will overcome it," says Dave Wilkey, 
president of the Hampton Roads Real Estate Association. 

Wilkey points to the growth of the Port of Virginia as one 
reason for optimism going forward, along with the 

development of modeling and simulation -- two areas where 
Hampton Roads already is seeing increasing economic 
opportunity. 

In some ways, the region already is feeling the impact of a 
smaller military presence. In 2010, the total direct economic 
impact to the area by the Navy alone fell by $1.4 billion while 
procurement expenditures decreased by $1.3 billion. 

A smaller military presence would be felt in our schools 
as well. The federal government provides impact aid for 
districts that have children who live in military housing. 

In Virginia Beach, the area's largest school district, that 
would mean a loss of as much as $15-million. 

"It would be a substantial adjustment if the military 
presence was reduced," Virginia Beach School Board 
Chairmen Dan Edewards said. 

While the military makes up the biggest chunk of the 
local economy, the area's 20,000 retailers and small businesses 
are second, the bell-weathers of the economy. 

"Because they are the leading indicator, it's the fever 
before you get the full-blown flu," Susan Milhoan, an 
economic development expert characterized. 

Milhoan also says small businesses will be the next 
domino to fall. 

"Anytime there is a cutback in the workforce and a 
cutback substantially in the amount of revenue that circulates 
through a community, there's going to be a negative effect on 
small businesses," she explained. 

Several people we talked to told us they don't see any 
significant military downsizing, a BRAC, anytime soon, if at 
all. But everyone did say it is something planners and area 
leaders need to be thinking about. 

View Clip (RT: 3:38) 
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41. Reaction In Mayport: Resignation, Anger 
(FLORIDA TIMES-UNION 14 FEB 12) ... Drew Dixon 

The apparent end or at least delay of a nuclear aircraft 
carrier coming to Mayport brought outrage along with 
resignation near the naval base Monday. 

“People were really depending on that coming,” said 
Caroline Bartoletti, who, along with other volunteers, was 
preparing the monthly “no-dough dinner” at the Mayport USO 
hall. The dinner feeds up to about 400 people who are 
relatives of active-duty U.S. Navy personnel at the base. 

“All the businesses would need that help” from a new 
carrier at Mayport, Bartoletti said. 

Near the USO hall, Isi Alvarez is the shipyard coordinator 
for Tradesmen International job placement service at 2675 
Mayport Road just south of the naval station. He was not 
happy about the news Monday. 

“It’s definitely going to impact us,” Alvarez said. “It’s 
been years in the making but it’s been going back and forth. 

“It’s unbelievable. I don’t think that they know the 
negative impact it’s going to have,” Alvarez said. 

Alvarez’s office is in a small shopping center that is 
blighted with empty storefronts and most of the suites are for 
lease. Alvarez said with no carrier and its 6,000 Sailors 
coming to Mayport, or even a multi-year delay, things will 
only get worse. 

“Even if you have that delay, everything here is going to 
be decimated,” Alvarez said. 

Betty Burnham, who was helping prepare the dinner at the 
USO hall, said denying Mayport a carrier makes little sense 
because the base is at the mouth to the St. Johns River. 

“It’s ridiculous,” Burnham said while preparing salads in 
the USO kitchen. “Mayport is right on the ocean. 

“It’s a political thing. Senators are keeping it up there [in 
Virginia] because of the economy,” Burnham said. 
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With no major naval base porting a carrier south of 
Norfolk, Va., Alvarez said the eastern seaboard will be left 
with a major security risk. 

“That’s huge and I don’t understand that ” Alvarez said. 
“Do we need another Pearl Harbor?” 
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42. Pentagon Seeks More Base Closures 
(NEW LONDON DAY 14 FEB 12) ... Jennifer McDermott 

The Defense Department unveiled its $525.4 billion base 
budget for fiscal 2013 Monday and asked Congress to 
authorize not one but two new rounds of base closures, in 
2013 and again in 2015. 

The department's strategy for requesting a "double 
BRAC" is a mystery, said U.S. Rep. Joe Courtney, D-2nd 
District. There is neither precedent nor budget rationale for 
two rounds of the Defense Base Realignment and Closure 
process, Courtney said. The Naval Submarine Base in Groton 
narrowly escaped closure when it was targeted in 2005. 

The Pentagon said its infrastructure has to be aligned with 
the size of its overall military force. By 2017 the Army will 
shrink by 72,000 personnel, the Marine Corps by 20,000, the 
Navy by 6,200 and the Air Force by 4,200. There will be more 
limited reductions in the Reserves and National Guard. 

"If you look at the end strength of the Navy versus the 
land forces, we're talking 6,000 for the Navy. So really, how 
can you do a broad-brush base realignment program?" 
Courtney said. "It's going to get, I think, a blistering response 
at the Armed Services Committee hearings that start this 
week." 

The proposed budget includes cuts and other initiatives 
that would reduce spending by $259 billion over the next five 
years and $487 billion over 10 years. 

The Navy would receive $13.1 billion less to build ships. 
Under the proposal, Electric Boat in Groton and Newport 
News Shipbuilding in Virginia would still jointly build two 
Virginia-class submarines next year but only one in 2014. 

The budget includes about $4.3 billion for the Virginia-
class program, versus close to $4.8 billion this year, since the 
shipbuilders would not buy long-lead parts for the second 
submarine in 2014. The plans call for two submarines in 2018 
instead of one, keeping the total number ordered by the Navy 
the same. 

Higher Costs 
Retired Rear Adm. John B. Padgett III said changing the 

schedule would be disruptive to the shipbuilders and the 
vendors. The steady stream of work has kept costs low, he 
added. 

"Disruption is the precursor to increased cost," said 
Padgett, who worked at EB as a vice president for business 
development and strategic planning. "So ultimately, it costs 
more to build a ship." 

Courtney and U.S. Sens. Joe Lieberman and Richard 
Blumenthal plan to try to restore the second submarine in the 
plans for 2014. 

"We are concerned about the impact this change could 
have on the industrial base and our submarine force structure 

in the years ahead, and look forward to working with our 
colleagues and the Navy to find an alternative that could 
address this short-sighted move," they said in a joint statement 
Monday. 

The group met with the chief of naval operations last 
week and said they were told that at least 11 subs will be 
homeported in Groton through 2020. 

The delegation's statement praised the budget's "strong 
commitment to the future of our nation's submarine force and 
industrial base in the face of significant budget pressures." 

The budget proposes spending millions to develop a 
module with missile tubes that could boost firepower on 
Virginia-class submarines and to continue the research and 
design work on a new class of ballistic-missile submarines. 
EB has finished the initial concept work and program plan for 
the module and is currently designing the ballistic-missile 
submarine. 

The Pentagon recommended delaying the start of 
construction on the ballistic-missile sub from 2019 to 2021 to 
save $4.3 billion through 2017. 

EB spokesman Robert Hamilton said Monday he couldn't 
comment on the proposed budget since it is "the first step in a 
lengthy budget development process that will unfold through 
the summer and into the fall." 

"It would be inappropriate for us to speculate about what 
the impact of any proposal might be in the meantime," 
Hamilton said. 

Getting Ready 
Bob Ross, executive director of the state's Office of 

Military Affairs, said Monday that he was still sorting through 
the numbers but is concerned whenever there's a discussion of 
a potential BRAC. "What we'll do is organize our efforts to 
meet the first BRAC when it gets here, whenever it gets here," 
he said. 

Relative to other states, Ross said he thinks Connecticut 
"fared pretty well." 

Under the proposed budget, military personnel would 
receive a basic pay raise of 1.7 percent under the proposal but 
smaller raises after 2014. No changes were proposed for the 
military retirement system, but the department did recommend 
that Congress establish a commission to review it. 

The Department of Homeland Security's request includes 
close to $10 billion for the Coast Guard, a 4 percent cut. It 
fully funds the sixth National Security Cutter and initiates the 
acquisition of a new polar icebreaker to address the emerging 
missions in the Arctic. 

Return to Index 



 40

 
43. Navy Getting $280 Million To Build Explosives Handling Wharf 
(KITSAP (WA) SUN 13 FEB 12) 

BANGOR — Only one Kitsap project was funded in the 
military construction budget President Obama sent to 
Congress Monday, but it was a biggie. 

Naval Base Kitsap-Bangor will get $280 million in the 
next fiscal year — beginning Oct. 1 — for a second explosives 
handling wharf for Trident submarines, U.S. Rep. Norm 
Dicks, D-Belfair, said Monday. Construction of the $715 
million facility is scheduled to begin this summer. 

State military bases will receive $581 million for 
construction, with nearly half of it going to the explosives 
handling wharf. Seven of the nine projects, totaling $294.6 
million, are at Joint Base Lewis McChord. The final one is a 
$6.3 million EA-18G flight simulator facility at Whidbey 
Island Naval Air Station. 
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44. Pentagon Eyes $26 Mil. For Transfer Of Marines From Okinawa To Guam 
(KYODO NEWS 14 FEB 12) 

WASHINGTON -- The Defense Department said 
Monday it will seek a $26 million budget for the planned 
transfer of U.S. Marines based in Japan's Okinawa Prefecture 
to Guam for fiscal 2013, about one-sixth of the outlays it 
requested in the previous year's budget. 

The sharp reduction in the budget request for the 
relocation reflects the ongoing review by Tokyo and 
Washington of the plan for the realignment of U.S. forces in 
Japan. 

The request is part of the budget blueprint unveiled by 
President Barack Obama for fiscal 2013, which covers the 
year from Oct. 1. 

In December, Obama signed into law a defense 
authorization bill for fiscal 2012 through Sept. 30 which cut 
the entire $150 million funding for the planned transfer of 
some 8,000 Okinawa Marines to Guam. 

The transfer of 8,000 Marines and about 9,000 dependents 
to Guam was part of a package deal between Tokyo and 
Washington which included the contentious relocation of the 

U.S. Marine Corps' Futenma Air Station within Okinawa 
Prefecture. 

In light of a new defense strategy calling for a diversified 
deployment of Marines amid a growing Chinese military 
presence as well as fierce opposition in Okinawa, however, 
Japan and the United States agreed to review the package by 
separating the Futenma base relocation from the transfer of 
Marines to Guam. 

The Pentagon is now considering moving about 4,700 
Marines from Okinawa to Guam, while moving the rest of 
them elsewhere in the Pacific, such as Hawaii, Australia and 
the Philippines, on a rotational basis. 

Obama is seeking $613.9 billion in overall defense 
spending for fiscal 2013, down from $645.6 billion in fiscal 
2012. Of the outlays, $88.5 billion was earmarked for overseas 
contingency operations, against $115.1 billion in the previous 
year. 

Amid budgetary constraints, Defense Secretary Leon 
Panetta has said the Pentagon will reduce defense spending by 
$487 billion over 10 years. 
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45. Iwakuni Leaders Receive Assurance That Marines Won't Relocate From Okinawa 
(STARS AND STRIPES 14 FEB 12) ... Matthew M. Burke 

SASEBO NAVAL BASE, Japan — No U.S. Marines 
from Okinawa will be moving to Iwakuni as part of ongoing 
realignment efforts, Japanese officials said Tuesday. 

Yamaguchi Gov. Sekinari Nii and Iwakuni Mayor 
Yoshihiko Fukuda met top-level government officials in 
Tokyo on Monday to voice their opposition to weeks of media 
reports that 1,500 Marines would be moved to Marine Corps 
Air Station Iwakuni in Yamaguchi prefecture. 

Japanese Minister of Defense Naoki Tanaka denied such 
discussions with the U.S. government had even taken place. 

“We have no intention at all to move additional Marines 
to Iwakuni,” Tanaka said. 

Marine Corps officials in Okinawa and Iwakuni declined 
to comment Tuesday. A Defense Department spokeswoman 
could not be reached for comment. 

Under a 2006 bilateral agreement, the U.S. pledged to 
send 8,000 Marines from Okinawa to the U.S. territory of 
Guam and relocate the Futenma air station to a newly built air 
station in northern Okinawa. The move has been met by stiff 
opposition from Okinawans and has been a nuisance for the 
Japanese government for years. 

A review of force structure in the region is under way, 
which could mean changes to the total number of Marines 
slated to be moved to Guam, the two allies said last week. As 
a result, rumors had begun to circulate that more Marines 
would be moved to Iwakuni. 

Nii and Fukuda met separately with Tanaka and Minister 
of Foreign Affairs Koichiro Gemba on Monday, according to 
a spokesman for Yamaguchi prefectural government. Nii and 
Fukuda said beforehand that Iwakuni was already burdened 
enough with a scheduled move of U.S. carrier-borne fighter 
jets from Naval Air Facility Atsugi and threatened to hold up 
the sale of land for U.S. military housing to facilitate that 
move if more Marines were moved to the region. 

Like Tanaka, Gemba also vowed not to allow more 
Marines to be shifted to MCAS Iwakuni. However, despite 
their pledges, Nii and Fukuda said they remained wary after 
the meeting. Both Nii and Fukuda told reporters that they 
would keep a close eye on negotiations between Washington 
and Tokyo in the future, including bilateral meetings 
scheduled for April. 

They also said they would continue to hold up the land 
sale until they were certain the Marines would not come. 
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“Until doubts become all clear, we have to withhold the 
sale,” Nii said. 

Despite the uneasiness, Fukuda expressed relief. 
“I felt that doubts were cleared up to a certain degree,” he 

told reporters, according to an Iwakuni city spokesman. “I will 

ask the government to address the issue in a way so that it 
won’t undermine a relationship of mutual trust.” 

Kyodo news agency reported last weekend that if the 
Marines do not move to Iwakuni, they will stay on Okinawa. 
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46. Navy Takes Bids Online For Old Puerto Rico Base 
Online bidders get chance for slice of closed Puerto Rico Navy base overlooking Caribbean 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 13 FEB 12) 

SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico -- The U.S. Navy is trying to 
find a buyer for more than 2,000 acres overlooking the 
Caribbean in Puerto Rico. 

The land was part of the former Naval Station Roosevelt 
Roads, once the hub of U.S. military operations in the 
Caribbean. Roosevelt Roads closed in 2004, shortly after the 
Navy stopped using nearby Vieques as a bombing range. 

An online auction started Monday and is expected to take 
at least three days. The minimum bid was $10 million for one 
parcel of nearly 500 acres. The minimum is $30 million for 
another parcel of more than 1,500 acres. 

Puerto Rico's government has acquired surrounding land 
and has big development plans that include a cruise ship port 
and casino. 
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NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
47. First Lady, Panetta To Unveil Spouse Employment Report 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 13 FEB 12) ... Elaine Sanchez 

WASHINGTON – Alongside some of the nation’s top 
officials, First Lady Michelle Obama and Dr. Jill Biden, wife 
of Vice President Joe Biden, will unveil an employment report 
this week intended to ease military spouses’ ongoing issues 
with occupational licenses, White House officials announced 
today. 

Joined by Defense Secretary Leon E. Panetta, Deputy 
Treasury Secretary Neal Wolin and Chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff Army Gen. Martin E. Dempsey, the first lady 
and Biden will release the report, titled “Supporting Our 
Military Families: Best Practices for Streamlining 
Occupational Licensing Across State Lines,” at the Pentagon 
on Feb. 15. 

The report outlines opportunities and best practices for 
states to better support military spouses serving in professions 
with state licensure requirements, according to a White House 
news release. 

The report notes that military spouses move from state to 
state far more often than the general population as they 
accompany their service member to assignments across the 
nation and world, the release said. 

These frequent moves can create difficulties for military 
spouses seeking to maintain their careers. Spouses serving in 
professions that require state licenses or certification bear 
disproportionately high financial and administrative burdens 
since credentials from one state don’t always transfer to 
another state, the report explains. 

This burden negatively affects employment for more than 
100,000 military spouses, the report notes. 

Among the nearly 50 professions that state licensure 
requirements affect are teachers, nurses, speech pathologists, 

dental hygienists, physical therapists, counselors, marriage and 
family therapists, occupational therapists, social workers, 
physician assistants, emergency medical technicians and 
dieticians, the release said, noting that 11 of 50 states have 
enacted legislation that supports portability for military 
spouses with occupational licenses. 

Nearly half of military members are married, the release 
noted. Military spouses have indicated their employment plays 
a key role in their financial and personal well-being, and is a 
factor in their family’s decision to stay in the military. 

This report is the direct result of President Barack 
Obama’s Presidential Study Directive, released in January 
2011, which called on all sectors of the government to find 
new ways to provide military families with the support they 
need and deserve. 

The directive spurred federal agencies to make nearly 50 
military-support commitments, ranging from child care to 
health care to spouse employment. 

As he unveiled this governmentwide approach, the 
president reiterated the nation’s commitment to its troops and 
their families. 

“I want every service member who’s deployed to know 
that when you’re over there taking care of the country that you 
love, your country is back here taking care of the families that 
you love,” he said from the White House. 

“I want every military wife and husband to know that 
we’re going to help you keep your family strong and secure,” 
he added. “I want every single American to remember that as 
the beneficiaries of their service, each of us has an obligation -
- a sacred duty -- to care for those who have “borne the 
battle.” 
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48. As DOD Budget Shrinks, VA Sees A 10 Percent Increase 
(STARS AND STRIPES 13 FEB 12) ... Bill Murphy Jr. 

WASHINGTON — In an era of austerity, the Department 
of Veterans Affairs would grow by more than 10 percent next 
year under President Obama’s budget announced Monday. 

The VA would get $140.3 billion in fiscal 2013, up from 
$126.9 billion a year ago. That means the VA would operate 
with about 2.25 times as much money as it did in fiscal year 
2004 at the start of the Iraq War. The VA’s official 
announcement cited the continuing growth of the U.S. veteran 
population with “more than 1 million active duty personnel 
scheduled to join the ranks of the nation’s veterans during the 
next five years.” 

Sen. Patty Murray, D-Wash., chairwoman of the Senate 
Veterans Affairs Committee, applauded the increased focus on 
caring for former servicemembers. 

““This is a budget that provides reassurance for our 
veterans in an extremely difficult budget climate,” Murray 
said. “As a major influx of Iraq and Afghanistan veterans 
return home seeking care at the VA, there is no question that 
the investments this budget makes are sorely needed.” 

More than half the money is allocated for mandatory 
programs, such as funding pensions and disability 
compensation payments and paying for the educational costs 
of an estimated 606,000 veterans and family members who are 
expected to use the post-9/11 GI Bill over the next five years. 

But discretionary programs are growing as well, with the 
president seeking $64 billion to fund them, an increase of 4.5 

percent. The lion’s share of those discretionary expenses — 
more than 40 percent of the total budget — are for medical 
programs. More than 8.8 million veterans are enrolled in VA 
health care, the department said. 

Officials said the department is focused on three 
priorities: expanding veterans’ access to its programs, 
eliminating the disability claims background, and ending 
homelessness among veterans. The VA expects another 1.25 
million claims for disability benefits this year. Meanwhile, 
homelessness among U.S. veterans has dropped, down 12 
percent between 2010 and 2011, according to numbers the 
government released in December. Still, at last count, 67,495 
veterans were homeless. 

Among the other highlights: 

 $6.2 billion for mental health services, a 5.3 percent 
increase from fiscal 2012. 

 $7.2 billion for long-term care. 

 $3.3 billion for information technology, up $216 
million from last year. 

 $1.4 billion for programs designed to help homeless 
veterans, a 33 percent increase. 

 $1 billion for the proposed Veterans Job Corps that 
Obama announced earlier this month. 

 $258 million to run the nation’s veterans cemeteries. 
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49. High-End Ships, Ice-Breakers Compete For Precious Coast Guard Dollars 
(NATIONAL DEFENSE 13 FEB 12) ... Eric Beidel 

The Coast Guard is down to one operational icebreaker, a 
less than favorable situation given the increased role the 
service is being asked to take in the Arctic. 

The service used to have eight icebreakers, but all but one 
have been decommissioned or are in disrepair, commandant 
Adm. Robert J. Papp Jr. told a Feb. 13 Center for Strategic and 
International Studies conference. 

A second icebreaker will be ready to return to action next 
year, he said, speaking just hours before the release of 
President Obama’s fiscal year 2013 budget proposal. 

That document contains $8 million to “initiate acquisition 
of a new polar icebreaker to ensure that the nation is able to 
maintain a surface presence in the Arctic well into the future.” 

Washington insiders are suggesting that the Coast Guard 
also take money from a program for new large cutters and 
spend it on icebreakers and less expensive ships. 

But the future of the nation’s maritime security depends 
upon ships such as the National Security Cutter that are 
effective away from the shore, Papp said. 

The service is in good shape with a substantial fleet of 
patrol boats to deal with threats close to the shore, he said. He 
also feels comfortable with the assets the service has in the 
nation’s ports. But there is a security layer he worries about. 

“So if you’re inspecting overseas and you have good 
resources in the ports, you want some sort of middle layer to 
be able to intercept any threats before they get into your 
ports,” Papp said. “Unfortunately for us, that is the most 
expensive layer that we deal with, because in order to do that 

you have to have stout capable ships that have high-endurance 
and speed.” 

This “middle layer” of maritime security is hard for the 
Coast Guard, he said. 

“How do you provide persistent sovereign presence in the 
offshore waters? You can’t do it with patrol boats. It takes 
ships and ships are expensive,” he said. 

Coast Guard officials have been fighting for funding to 
get eight National Security Cutters to replace the 378-foot 
high-endurance cutters that have been in service since the 
1960s. The third NSC was delivered to the Coast Guard last 
fall. A $482 million contract for the fifth has been awarded to 
Huntington Ingalls Industries. And Obama’s budget includes 
funding for a sixth. 

The funding for the rest is far from certain. During a 
January speech at the Surface Navy Association’s annual 
symposium, the commandant said the NSC will remain in 
competition for dollars with smaller, less expensive Offshore 
Patrol Cutters that can be built quicker. 

The Coast Guard wants eight NSCs to replace 12 high-
endurance cutters that have an average age of 43 years. The 
OPCs would replace medium-endurance cutters, some of 
which are even older. 

Even if the Coast Guard was able to secure funding for all 
eight NSCs, the service’s total fleet of high-endurance ships 
eventually will be reduced by 11, Papp said. 

“I just don’t get it — why we’re not building more ships 
in this country,” he said. 
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The Coast Guard would like to send one of the new 
cutters to Alaska to deal with increasing activity in the Bering 
Strait. Obama’s 2013 budget also provides $6.1 million to the 
Coast Guard to recapitalize and expand helicopter hangars and 
aviation refueling facilities in Alaska. 

“These investments will sustain the Coast Guard’s ability 
to establish effective presence in the Bering Sea and Aleutian 
Chain — the ‘gateway’ to the Arctic,” the budget document 
says. 
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50. U.S. Uses Russian Icebreaker To Get Fuel Supplies To Antarctica 
(STARS AND STRIPES 12 FEB 12) ... Seth Robson 

McMURDO STATION, Antarctica — The U.S. is relying 
on a Russian icebreaker to deliver supplies to its main base in 
Antarctica thanks to continued problems with its own 
shrinking fleet of the cold-water vessels. 

Late last month, the Russian icebreaker Vladimir 
Ignatyuk cut a channel through Antarctic sea ice so that a 
Military Sealift Command tanker — the Maersk Peary — 
could deliver millions of gallons of fuel to McMurdo Station. 
A second MSC ship, the Green Wave, also is bound for 
McMurdo and will need the Russian icebreaker’s help to 
deliver supplies and equipment that will sustain the station 
through the harsh Antarctic winter. 

The job of cutting supply channels through the ice has 
traditionally fallen to the U.S. Navy and Coast Guard. 
However, the military’s inaction on updating its fleet has led 
to an increased reliance on foreign vessels. 

The U.S. has only one operational icebreaker, the Coast 
Guard Cutter Healy, which has been busy escorting a Russian-
flagged tanker through the iced-over waters in the Bering Sea 
to supply Nome, Alaska. 

The Coast Guard owns two other icebreakers, but the 
Polar Sea is being decommissioned, and the Polar Star is being 
refitted at a cost of $62.8 million, according to Lt. Eric 
Quigley, a capabilities manager with the Coast Guard. 

The shortage of U.S. icebreakers, which cost $1 billion 
each to build, contrasts with a large Russian fleet that 
comprises more than two dozen of the massive ships, 
including several nuclear-powered vessels. 

Russian icebreakers are in high demand to escort 
commercial shipping along the Northern Sea Route that 
follows Russia’s northern coast through Arctic waters between 
the Pacific and Atlantic oceans, according to Cmdr. Steve 
Wittrock, a Coast Guard budget officer. 

The route is open for only two months each year, and 
moving sea ice means ships risk being trapped. However, the 
route is far shorter than traditional sea lanes connecting 
Europe and Asia, he said. 

The potential need for more U.S. icebreakers was signaled 
in a Government Accountability Office report last month. The 
report warned that the Defense Department lacks a clear 
strategy for ensuring it will have the resources to operate in 
the Arctic, which is gaining strategic importance as melting 
ice opens new shipping possibilities and potential access to 
untapped natural resources. 

While the DOD has begun to assess the capabilities 
needed to better operate in the Arctic’s harsh environment, the 
report said, it needs to better prepare to meet the challenges of 
navigating in the Arctic, where the U.S., Russia and other 
nations are competing for control of potentially valuable 
resources. 

“Uncertainty involving the rate of Arctic climate change 
necessitates careful planning to ensure efficient use of 
resources in developing Arctic needs such as basing 
infrastructure and icebreakers, which require long lead times 
to develop and are expensive to build and maintain,” the GAO 
stated in its report. 

Warming temperatures in the Arctic mean there will 
likely be more fishing, oil exploration and tourism there in the 
future that would likely require a greater Coast Guard 
presence, Wittrock said. 

“There is an expansion in the level of maritime activity in 
the Arctic with generally decreasing ice coverage,” Wittrock 
said. “We are working with partners to understand what we 
might need beyond those two polar icebreakers.” 

Extreme weather in the Arctic and a lack of infrastructure 
mean icebreakers are a good way to get Coast Guard resources 
into the region, he said. 

Lt. Benjamin Morgan, who works in the Coast Guard’s 
mobility ice operations division, said icebreakers can also 
support science missions, enforce U.S. sovereignty in its 
territorial waters, perform search and rescue and enforce laws. 

“Their icebreaking capabilities make them ideal to 
conduct these missions at high latitudes,” he said. 
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51. SEALs Grab Spotlight In Hollywood 
"Act of Valor" has red-carpet premiere 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 13 FEB 12) ... Jeanette Steele 

HOLLYWOOD — Sunset Boulevard was shut down for 
an hour Monday night, but it wasn’t marquee-name movie 
stars creating the hoopla. 

It was Navy SEALs who appear in the new action film 
“Act of Valor,” a first-of-its-kind movie that uses real U.S. 
military service members in a Hollywood-style plot, all 
sanctioned by the Navy in the name of recruiting. 

The movie, opening in theaters nationwide Feb. 24, 
celebrated its Hollywood premiere Monday. 

There was a red carpet-style entrance for the SEALs and a 
splashy after party with former Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger, 
film star Josh Duhamel and NFL quarterback Tim Tebow on 
the guest list. 

Even the seen-everything Hollywood press corps seemed 
wowed when a handful of Navy Leap Frogs jumpers appeared 
in the night sky, then dropped onto Sunset with a whoosh of 
blue and gold parachutes. They earned applause from the 
assembled media, who snapped personal photos with their 
iPhones. 
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Inside the Arclight Theater, the audience gave a standing 
ovation to the eight active-duty SEALs who performed in the 
film. 

Director Scott Waugh made jokes about how long the 
movie took to make. He got married and had two children in 
the four-year span. The delay, according to people close to the 
film, came because they needed to film the SEALs when real-
life training situations arose. And, apparently, Navy 
submarines are hard to schedule. 

“This is in memory of everyone who has served,” Waugh 
told the audience. “Hopefully this will make you proud.” 

The mother of one fallen SEAL from Coronado attended 
the premiere. Her son, Marc Alan Lee, was the first SEAL 
killed in Iraq. His mom, Debbie Lee, said one of the movie 
scenes is loosely based on the Ramadi mission that took his 
life. 

“These guys are heroes, and America needs to hear their 
stories,” Lee said. 

The movie got a flashbulb-popping premiere in 
Hollywood, but its heart is really in San Diego. 

Scenes were filmed in Coronado, Imperial Beach and on 
the San Diego-based warship Bonhomme Richard. The SEAL 
command is headquartered at Coronado Naval Amphibious 
Base, and that’s where all SEAL hopefuls go through the 21 
weeks of brutal training that turns them into elite sea-air-land 
warriors. 

According to insiders, the Coronado-based SEALs 
pictured in the movie had to be nudged into becoming screen 
“stars.” 

They play themselves, but in a fictional scenario that 
shows off signature SEAL skills. There’s a nighttime hostage 
rescue, parachuting out of airplanes, sniper work, use of a 
mini-submarine and good old-fashioned gunfights. 

Putting their faces in front of a camera goes against the 
long-held “no comment” policy of America’s special forces 
military community. Even when an East Coast-based SEAL 
team conducted the May mission that killed Osama bin Laden, 
the SEAL command wouldn’t really acknowledge the victory. 

The SEALs who walked the red carpet Monday smiled 
broadly for photos but didn’t stop long enough for interviews. 
In the movie, only first names are used in dialogue. 

The irony is that Navy officials greenlighted this movie at 
least four years ago, at a time when the SEALs needed 
recruiting help to swell the ranks. In 2006, the Pentagon 
approved 15 percent growth in all special operations branches. 

Now, as the leader of Naval Special Warfare Command 
said in a recent speech, the SEAL brand is red hot. 

“It’s very different for us...We as a community are not 
used to operating under such a spotlight,” Rear Adm. Sean 
Pybus said in a rare public talk last month at the San Diego 
Convention Center. 

As for the SEALs-turned-actors, Pybus said, “They did as 
ordered — not with great excitement, because they have other 
things to do.” 

After the movie premieres are done, these SEALs will 
apparently go back to normal work. 

“I don’t want to make them Hollywood stars, and they 
don’t want to be that,” Pybus said. 

Return to Index 
 
 

OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
52. China's Long Reach 
Regime's influence undercuts U.S. values 
(WASHINGTON POST 14 FEB 12) ... Yu Jie 

Chinese dissident writers exiled to the West today get a 
very different response than Soviet writers received not so 
long ago. 

In 1975, Secretary of State Henry Kissinger advised 
President Ford not to meet with writer Alexander 
Solzhenitsyn, warning in a memorandum that doing so would 
offend the Soviet Union. Now, similar views are held not only 
by pragmatic politicians but also by multinational corporations 
with large investments in China as well as universities and 
foundations with inextricable links to China. 

The Chinese communist regime's penetration of the West 
far exceeds that of the former Soviet Union. In the Cold War 
era, the Soviet Union was blocked behind the Iron Curtain; 
there were few links between Soviet and Western economies. 
An average American family would not be using products 
"made in the USSR." Today, China is deeply embedded within 
the globalized system. An American recently wrote an 
interesting book detailing a year of her refusal to buy products 
that were "made in China" and the many difficulties she 
encountered as a result of this decision. 

On the surface, the West has profited from its trade with 
China. Western consumers can buy vast amounts of cheap 
Chinese products. However, fundamental values of the West 
are quietly being eroded: Who knows whether the American 

flag flying outside your home was manufactured by inmates in 
Chinese prisons or by child labor? 

I arrived in the United States a month ago, thinking I had 
escaped the reach of Beijing, only to realize that the Chinese 
government's shadow continues to be omnipresent. Several 
U.S. universities that I have contacted dare not invite me for a 
lecture, while they cooperate with China on many projects. If 
you are a scholar of Chinese studies who has criticized the 
Communist Party, it would be impossible for you to be 
involved in research projects with the Chinese-funded 
Confucius Institute, and you may even be denied a Chinese 
visa. Conversely, if you praise the Communist Party, not only 
would you receive ample research funding but you might also 
be invited to visit China and even received by high-level 
officials. Western academic freedom has been distorted by 
invisible hands. 

I believe that China is a far greater threat than the former 
Soviet Union ever was; unfortunately, the West lacks 
visionary politicians, such as Ronald Reagan, to stand up to 
this threat. President Obama might perceive the Chinese 
Communist Party as a tiger that does not bite and, hence, is 
looking forward to Vice President Xi Jinping's visit this week. 
Will Obama, a winner of the Nobel Peace Prize, openly 
request that China release Liu Xiaobo, a Nobel Peace laureate 
imprisoned by the Communist Party? Why did Secretary of 
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State Hillary Rodham Clinton have the courage to meet with 
Burma's Aung San Suu Kyi but not to meet with Liu? Is it 
because Burma is weak, while China is strong? 

The Chinese Communist Party remains a tiger that will 
bite. For working on human rights with Liu Xiaobo, after he 
was awarded the Nobel Prize, I was tortured by the country's 
secret police and nearly lost my life. Since then, dozens of 
lawyers and writers have been subjected to brutal torture; 
some contracted severe pneumonia after being held in front of 
fans blowing cold air and then being baked by an electric 
furnace. The secret police threatened me, saying that they had 
a list of 200 anticommunist party intellectuals whom they 
were ready to arrest and bury alive. Over the past year, the 
number of political prisoners in China has increased, and the 
jail sentences have become longer - yet Western voices of 
protest have become weaker. 

Harsh internal repression and unrestrained external 
expansion are two sides of the same coin. The Chinese 
Communist Party recently vetoed the U.N. Security Council's 
resolution on Syria because killings not unlike those 
committed by Damascus continue in Tibet. 

More than a century ago, Westerners described China as a 
"sleeping lion"; today, it is the West that has fallen asleep. As 
an independent writer and a Christian member of a "house 
church," I have the responsibility to tell the truth: The Chinese 
Communist Party is still a man-eating tiger. 

Yu Jie is the author of several Chinese-language books, 
including "China's Best Actor: Wen Jiaobo." He left China 
last month for the United States, where he intends to study and 
write on religious freedom. 
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53. The New Rules: The Coming War With Iran 
(WORLD POLITICS REVIEW 13 FEB 12) ... Thomas P.M. Barnett 

While the debate over whether Israel will strike Iran ebbs 
and flows on an almost weekly basis now, a larger collision-
course trajectory is undeniably emerging. To put it most 
succinctly, Iran won't back down, while Israel won't back off, 
and America will back up its two regional allies -- Israel and 
Saudi Arabia -- when the shooting finally starts. 

There are no other credible paths in sight: There will be 
no diplomatic miracles, and Iran will not be permitted to 
achieve a genuine nuclear deterrence. But let us also be clear 
about what this coming war will ultimately target: regime 
change in Tehran, because that is the only plausible solution. 

Tehran had plenty of reasons to make mastering the 
uranium-enrichment cycle and other technical capabilities 
necessary to achieving a nuclear deterrent a strategic priority 
following America's post-Sept. 11 regime-toppling invasions 
of Iran's two next-door neighbors, Afghanistan and Iraq. But 
the course of the Arab Spring, and especially NATO's 
successful Libyan intervention, has dramatically ratcheted up 
its sense of urgency. Even more unsettling is the increasingly 
likely prospect that Syrian President Bashar al-Assad, a key 
ally, will fall from power sometime over the next several 
months, limiting Tehran's ability to resupply Hezbollah and 
Hamas in the event they need to be unleashed upon Israel in 
retaliation for any military strikes on Iran's nuclear 
installations. 

Meanwhile, the U.S.-led push to launch a Western 
embargo of Iran's oil exports could threaten as much as one-
third of Iran's total export earnings, according to some expert 
accounts. The damage will come not just from Europe, which 
has pledged to stop buying Iranian oil, but also from Asian 
economies, which are already going out of their way to divert 
their purchases toward more reliable suppliers. In this regard, 
Iran's chief regional rival, Saudi Arabia, has become their 
most aggressive suitor -- by design, of course. 

Given such dramatically reduced market leverage, Tehran 
will be forced to cut its prices further for those non-Western 
buyers, like China, which, while sidestepping the embargo on 
principle and as a supply hedge, will nonetheless maximally 
exploit Iran's isolation. Frankly, this is the primary reason why 
China likes being friends with rogue regimes: the opportunity 
to loot their natural resources at bargain basement prices. Just 

take a look at China's mineral trade with North Korea, which 
Beijing has emptied at below-market prices while paying off 
the military elite that now commands the government. 
Myanmar presents a similar tale. 

But China will not go to the mattresses on Iran's behalf, 
any more than big-talking Russia will. In truth, a regime-
toppling war in Iran will overwhelmingly work to China's 
long-term benefit, just like it did in Iraq. In the short run, 
Beijing will end up paying more for the product. But money is 
not China's problem -- supply is, and an Iran opened back up 
to global investment and Western technology would soon re-
emerge as a far larger source of both oil and gas. So yes, 
expect Beijing to make all of its usual obstructionist moves, 
and then cry crocodile tears when the regime finally falls, 
because the Chinese will invariably clean up on both the 
reconstruction process and the improved energy export flows. 

This gets us to why Israel has to start this war: The 
perceived existential threat of Iran's nuclear weapons will not 
be tamed by any outside superpower, and indeed it cannot be. 
In the case of North Korea, both South Korea and Japan-and 
by extension the U.S.-have no choice but to live with 
Pyongyang's nukes, because trying to remove that threat 
militarily, right on China's border, is a nonstarter. But living 
with a nuclear North Korea is made tolerable because of 
Beijing's perceived influence over the regime. 

In the case of Iran, there is no great power to rein in 
escalations on both sides. So the world won't be able to 
tolerate a Persian Gulf version of North Korea. Israel's 
existence is conceivably threatened, as is that of all-important 
energy pillar Saudi Arabia. Those twin realities guarantee that 
America will fight at Israel's side and do whatever it takes to 
defend Saudi oil infrastructure, which is the only part of that 
sacred Islamic land that Tehran would dare target as part of a 
Götterdämmerung strategy. 

Virtually all of America's strategic allies and rivals will 
ultimately forgive our involvement because, in the end, each 
will benefit: China and India, from Iran's resurrection as an 
energy exporter; Turkey, from Iran's diminution as a regional 
leader; and the rest of the world, from the Persian Gulf being 
spared from a lengthy period of unstable nuclear 
brinkmanship. Only Russia stands to lose outright, but that has 
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been true regarding virtually every good thing that has 
happened in this world for the past two decades, and Moscow 
cannot do anything about it, save for beating down a tiny 
neighbor now and then. 

Of course, Beijing and Moscow will regret the precedent 
of yet another Western-led regime-change effort targeting a 
fellow authoritarian state. But since this war will be conducted 
prior to Iran's weaponization of its nuclear capacity, the 
enduring rule-set regarding nuclear weapons being off-limits 
will be preserved. 

As for this looming war being more about regime change 
than wiping out Iran's nuclear programs, that is simply a case 
of being realistic. Unless the West were willing to invade Iran 
and occupy it, Iraq-style, there is no chance that any airstrike-
only war will decisively terminate Tehran's reach for the 
Bomb. Since there is zero chance of America rerunning the 
Iraq war, U.S. and Israeli air and unconventional attacks will, 
at best, push Iran's weaponization date back several years. But, 
frankly, our targeting strategy will likewise prioritize 
damaging the regime's capacity to control its population, 
because unless an Arab Spring-like uprising ensues, or an 
acceptable regime infighter emerges victoriously with a 
"grand bargain" in hand, we will simply have to "rinse and 
repeat" at some future date. 

That is the path we are on: Israel and America will soon 
go to war with Iran -- for as many times as it takes. In each 
instance, our proximate goal will be to kick the nuclear "can" 
as far down the road as possible, but our ultimate goal will be 
regime change. 

Stunningly familiar, isn't it? 
For years I have argued that Iran will get the Bomb and 

that we would be better off accepting that and subsequently 
going for the same "soft kill" outcome we previously achieved 
with the Soviet Union through arms control and détente. But 
just like with Iraq back in 2002, I have come to the conclusion 
that the world simply can't get there from here, for all the 
reasons detailed above. 

Nothing is going to stop this war dynamic from unfolding 
-- not China, the U.N., the Pentagon's strategic "pivot" to East 
Asia, our upcoming presidential election, nor our nation's 
much-discussed war fatigue, much less "decline." 

Nothing. 
So get ready for war with Iran. Because once Assad is 

gone, that is what comes next. 
Thomas P.M. Barnett is chief analyst at Wikistrat and a 

contributing editor for Esquire magazine 
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Department of the Navy Unveils 13 Budget from Navy 

Live, February 13 
Guided by Defense Strategic Guidance, the Navy-Marine 

Corps team is built for war, capable of operating forward to 
preserve the peace, respond to crises, and protect U.S. and 
allied interests. The force will be leaner, agile, flexible, ready 
and technologically advanced because the Navy’s budget was 
built by applying the tenets of warfighting first, operate 
forward and be ready. 

Deputy Asst. Secretary of the Navy for Budget, Rear 
Adm. Joseph Mulloy, presented the details of the Department 
of the Navy fiscal year 2013 budget Feb. 13. As you can 
imagine, this is a massive proposal with information that 
affects our team’s future planning. However, at the end of the 
day, the Department of the Navy will continue to operate 
forward across the globe, providing the nation offshore 
options to deter and defeat aggression today and into the 
future. Here are some of the key elements from that plan: 

Highlights 

 A premium was placed on our presence in the Asia-
Pacific region and the Middle East, using innovative 
methods to generate more forward presence with a 
smaller and leaner force while retaining the ability to 
surge as needed. 

 Deployable battle force of 284 ships in FY13, 
including 11 aircraft carriers (maintaining our current 
number) and 31 large amphibious ships, 4 guided 
missile submarines and 55 nuclear powered attack 
submarines. 

 Military basic pay is increased by 1.7 percent and we 
remain committed to taking care of our Sailors, 
Marines, Civilians and their families. We will 
continue the 

 investments needed to ensure they remain the world’s 
premier maritime force. 

 Ship procurement funds for 10 new-construction 
ships in FY13 (one CVN, two SSNs, two DDG 51s, 
one Joint High Speed Vessel and four LCS-class 
ships) and 41 ships across the Future Years Defense 
Plan (FYDP). 

 Overall Battle Force Ships continue to decrease to 
284 in FY13. These changes will result in a Navy 
fleet size of more than 280 ships by the end of the 
FYDP. 

 Aircraft procurement funds 192 airframes in FY13 
and 765 airframes across the FYDP. Decreased 
aviation quantities for: F-35 B/C, C-40A, KC-130J, 
P-8A, MV-22B, MH-60R, and E-2D. 

For DoN FY 2013 budget information, visit: 
http://www.finance.hq.navy.mil/fmb/13pres/books.htm 

View Graphics (4 Images) 
View Clip (RT: 0:35) 
 
Fleet FAM Update by ADM J.C. Harvey, Jr. from 

Fleet Forces Command Blog, February 9 
It’s been almost two years since I visited the USS OAK 

HILL (LSD 51) to experience a “day in the life of a JO” and 
get a true deckplate perspective on the impact the 
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administrative programs we use on our ships have on our 
LPOs, LCPOs, DIV (O)s, and DHs. That visit, and subsequent 
discussions on other Fleet units, prompted me to direct a 
comprehensive review of all software applications being used 
in the Fleet today. Additionally, I directed CYBERFOR to 
take a good, hard look at how we could establish a much more 
robust governance model to ensure we deliver effective tools 
that meet the standards our Sailors need and expect from us. 

This comprehensive review, the “Fleet FAM effort,” was 
initially led by RADM Meek and now continues under RDML 
Herbert’s leadership at Navy Cyber Forces. We had some 
initial setbacks as we tried to get our arms around this 
complex problem, but the Fleet FAM team has since made 
steady and meaningful progress toward unwinding the effects 
of over two decades of undisciplined software management in 
the Fleet. I want to share some of the updates with you that I 
recently received from RDML Herbert and get your feedback 
on what you think we can or should be doing differently. 

First, her team is making good progress with identifying 
and fixing the applications that are currently fielded in the 
Fleet. They’ve already assessed 568 of the 945 applications 
originally identified in the Fleet FAM baseline software 
application list. Each application is thoroughly reviewed for a 
valid requirement before a final determination is made to 
keep, kill, fix or sunset the program. The team is on pace to 
finish the application review by the end of this year. 

Second, to assist with the review, RDML Herbert 
assembled a Fleet Application Solutions Team (FAST) of IT 
experts to visit ships and hear firsthand from our Sailors about 
any problems or difficulties they’re experiencing with the 
applications they’re required to use. This team is probably the 
most critical piece in this effort because they are pulling in 
feedback directly from our end-users on the deckplates. 

Third, RDML Herbert is holding a combined Numbered 
Fleet N6 and Fleet FAM conference this month to bring 
together the experts in the Fleet to discuss many of the big 
issues we’ve discovered so far and how we can most 
effectively employ best practices to manage the tools we have 
today. Now, RDML Herbert fully understands my concerns 
about conferences and off-sites (these events are not simply a 
vacation from the office) and she has assured me she will 
make full use of everyone’s time and drive the team to 
produce tangible and relevant outputs that we can implement 
today to ease the burden on the Fleet and help our Sailors do 
their jobs. 

Finally, RDML Herbert recently released several 
messages, the first addressing program management 
responsibilities for shipboard application configuration 
management and control, and the second providing Fleet best 
practices for maintaining baseline configuration control. In 
addition, a Fleet FAM instruction is in the works now and 
should be released later this month. These messages are a big 
step in the right direction, but we need to ensure the intended 
audiences are in receipt of, and acting on, the guidance 
provided (more on this in a future post!). 

I told you when we started this effort that it would take a 
long and steady commitment from all of us to reverse the 
damage caused by so many years of undisciplined software 
management in the Fleet and by the many entities who were 
able to deliver software applications to the Fleet. There is still 
much to do, but I’m encouraged by our team’s progress and 

look forward to hearing more about what they learn from our 
Sailors during their ship visits. 

 
USS Abraham Lincoln: One Sailor Making a 

Difference by Richard Palmer from Navy Live, February 
10 

Life on the flight deck of an aircraft carrier is a fast-
moving orchestration of man in concert with machine. On 
deck, aircraft flying majestically from forward-deployed, 
sovereign U.S. soil can be an evolution of elegance – and at 
the same time, one of the most dangerous places on earth. In 
this blog we take a look at a day in the life of USS Abraham 
Lincoln (CVN 72) Sailor Chief Petty Officer Richard Palmer 
who is one of the people responsible for ensuring safety 
during flight deck evolutions and of YOUR Sailors’ daily lives. 
As the senior enlisted Sailor in the ship’s Safety Department, 
he has the huge responsibility of overseeing a myriad of other 
shipboard programs, ranging from the ship’s mast to its 
engine rooms below deck. Richard writes this blog from both a 
professional and personal perspective, as he shares a day in 
his life with you. Along with his words, we share images of 
him to help paint the picture of his story … enjoy. 

The Navy gave me an opportunity to do something 
honorable with my life at a time when I had nothing else going 
for me. I enjoy being part of something so large and relevant 
because the Navy has worldwide impact. 

One thing I love about the Navy is the people. Not 
everyone has been a constructive part of my life or career, 
which would be true anywhere. But the people I have had the 
chance to serve with have been incredible. They have shaped 
me into not only the type of Sailor I am, but the type of person 
I am, as well. Sailors come from all over the world and bring 
their insights and viewpoints, and my life is richer for 
adopting their best ideas and methods. 

Being a Chief is the best job in the Navy; there is no job 
like it. The world is changing and people are changing, but 
Sailors will always need their Chief. No education level and 
no amount of talent can replace the wisdom that comes from 
an experienced Chief Petty Officer. I get to not only lead our 
Sailors, but groom and develop the next generation of Chiefs 
and even officers that will lead a Navy that isn’t even here yet. 
That’s a huge task, but the rewards are great, and I am 
thankful I get to be a part of it. 

View Gallery (6 Photos) 
 
Eric Foner And Lincoln - Top 5 For Navy Reads by 

Bill Doughty from Navy Professional Reading Program, 
February 11 

Pulitzer Prize winning author Eric Foner, DeWitt Clinton 
Professor of History, Columbia University, sent his top five 
suggested authors and titles about Abraham Lincoln to Navy 
Reads. One of the nation’s most prominent historians, Foner 
writes about the intersections of intellectual, political and 
social history, and on the history of American race relations. 

Richard N. Current, The Lincoln Nobody Knows. Not a 
standard biography but a perceptive investigation of key 
moments in Lincoln's career; almost half a century after its 
publication it remains one of the best works on Lincoln. 

David Donald, Lincoln. Not entirely convincing in 
portraying Lincoln as a man lacking deep moral and political 
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convictions, more buffeted by events, this is nonetheless 
probably the best one-volume biography. 

James Oakes, The Radical and the Republican. A 
comparative study of Frederick Douglass and Lincoln, 
incisively reveals the differences, and growing conversion, 
between the radical abolitionist and the mainstream politician 
during the Civil War. 

James M. McPherson, Tried By War. The best account of 
how Lincoln learned the art of warfare, his relationship with 
his generals, and his role in the military conduct of the Civil 
War. 

And, especially for naval history, Craig Symonds, Lincoln 
and His Admirals. Despite the numerous volumes on Lincoln 
and the land Civil War, this is the first full study of Lincoln's 
relationship to the war at sea, and its reveals him mastering the 
nuances of naval warfare, something with which he had no 
experience before becoming president. 

Navy Reads thanks Prof. Foner, author of the enlightening 
The Fiery Trial: Abraham Lincoln and American Slavery for 
sharing his recommendations for our Navy audience. 

 
Sites Connect Spouses With Jobs by Elaine Sanchez 

from Family Matters (American Forces Press Service), 
February 13 

Over the past year, veterans and military spouses have 
been invited to a host of career fairs across the nation that 
connect dozens of employers seeking to support the military 
community with hundreds, sometimes thousands, of job-
seeking troops and spouses. 

While face-to-face exposure is an asset, many career 
seekers aren’t able to attend these fairs, whether it’s due to 
distance, finances or life demands. 

Hoping to fill this opportunity gap, organizations are 
forgoing local fairs in favor of online offerings. With the only 
potential barrier being Internet access, virtual career fairs and 
other online job resources are steadily gaining popularity. 

Milicruit, a sponsor of virtual career fairs, hosted a 
national career fair in November that attracted about 80 
employers and more than 30,000 job seekers. 

They’ll host another nationwide virtual career fair for 
service members, veterans and military spouses Feb. 23 from 
11 a.m. to 4 p.m. EST. 

In this fair, veterans and military spouses will have access 
to about 27,000 jobs, Kevin O’Brien, Milicruit spokesman, 
said. Military career seekers will have the opportunity to meet 
and interact with recruiters and hiring managers from dozens 
of military friendly employers. 

People should register to reserve their space at this free 
fair online at http://www.veteranscareerfair.com. 

The company also will offer some resume-writing advice 
in a virtual resume workshop Feb. 16 from 4 to 7 p.m. EST, 
according to a news release. Employers will be online to 
review resumes and provide guidance on designing a civilian 
resume. 

Milicruit also has more than 20 regional career fairs 
planned throughout 2012. People can find out more on the 
site’s event calendar. 

Also aimed at the virtual front, through the Defense 
Department’s Military Spouse Employment Partnership, 
employers have direct access to job-seeking spouses, and 
spouses can connect with long-term employment 

opportunities. MSEP, launched last year, partners with local, 
national and international businesses to foster job 
opportunities. 

In a blog last month, Robert L. Gordon III, deputy 
assistant secretary of defense for military community and 
family policy, noted the site’s success. In just six months, the 
program has partnered with nearly 100 employers. And as of 
mid-January, nearly 60,000 jobs were listed on 
MSEPJobs.com. Since June 2010, more than 10,400 spouses 
have found employment through the MSEP program. 

Gordon noted the site is undergoing a design overhaul to 
enhance functionality. The site will have a resume builder 
function and provide email alerts when the job seeker is 
matched to a job posting. 

“With your help, we will build on this momentum as we 
move into 2012 to make MSEP an even more effective tool in 
empowering our military spouses to find jobs and career 
opportunities,” he wrote. 

Connecting veterans and spouses with jobs is one of the 
primary objectives of the White House’s Joining Forces 
campaign. Launched by First Lady Michelle Obama and Dr. 
Jill Biden, wife of Vice President Joe Biden, last year, this 
campaign calls on Americans to better support troops, veterans 
and their families. 

In November, the first lady announced that a range of 
businesses plan to hire 100,000 veterans and military spouses 
by 2014. She noted the Veterans Jobs Bank hosts more than 
550,000 job postings from military-friendly employers. 

“This commitment of 100,000 jobs isn’t about making 
headlines,” she said in a Joining Forces blog. “These 
wonderful programs don’t just provide a good opportunity for 
a press conference. All of these efforts are about upholding 
our sacred duty to our veterans and their families.” 

At the time, 16,000 veterans and spouses had found new 
positions since Joining Forces launched, the blog said. 

More recently, President Barack Obama outlined his 
Veterans Job Corps initiative to hire veterans to replenish the 
ranks of the nation’s first responders. He also noted the 
progress that’s already been made. 

“Already, we’ve helped 600,000 veterans and their family 
members go back to school on the Post-9/11 GI Bill,” he said 
Feb. 3. “We’ve hired over 120,000 veterans to serve in the 
federal government, [and] we’ve made it easier for veterans to 
access all sorts of employment services.” 

Additionally, the U.S. Chamber of Commerce has been 
steadily working toward its goal of hosting 100 hiring fairs 
within a year. Last month, the chamber hosted its first 
military-spouse-only hiring fair, which brought together more 
than 100 employers and more than 1,000 military spouses. 

“As companies large and small have shown, the private 
sector has enormous capacity to help our troops, veterans and 
families,” Navy Capt. Brad Cooper, executive director of 
Joining Forces, recently told me. “The people of this great 
nation clearly want to help – people want to have impact. 
Everywhere we’ve turned, and with every company we’ve 
asked to step up, the answer has been ‘yes.’” 

 
Faces of the Fleet from Navy Live, February 9 
“Faces of the Fleet” takes a look at YOUR Navy 

operating forward. These images represent the greatest Sailors 
in the greatest Navy in the world leading from the deck plates, 
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and completing missions around the globe. This is your fleet 
and these are your Sailors! Hooyah, Navy!! 

 Rear Adm. Scott T. Craig, deputy chief of staff for 
fleet capabilities requirements, concepts, and 
experimentation U.S. Fleet Forces Command, departs 
the amphibious assault ship USS Kearsarge (LHD 3). 

 Capt. Erik Ross, commanding officer of the 
amphibious assault ship USS Bataan (LHD 5), greets 
his family during a homecoming celebration for 
Bataan at Naval Station Norfolk after completing a 
10 1/2-month deployment. 

 CS3 Karen Glover kicks a simulated attacker during 
combat training as part of a security force 
qualification course aboard the amphibious assault 
ship USS Makin Island (LHD 8). 

 Lt. j.g. Geordie Kelly, fleet band master of U.S. 7th 
Fleet Band, shows children how to use a maraca 
shaker during a performance at the AEON 
Tomakomai shopping center. 

 ABEAN Tiffany Romero and ABE3 Mikkos 
Thomas, both assigned to the air department aboard 
the Nimitz-class aircraft carrier USS Carl Vinson 
(CVN 70), carry holdback bars off the flight deck 
after launching aircraft from the bow catapults. 

 Chief Warrant Officer Galo Moreira, ship's 
boatswain, trains Sailors on the monkey lines as they 
launch a rigid-hull inflatable boat during a man 
overboard drill. 

 HT3 Christopher Mitchell checks an SH-60B Sea 
Hawk helicopter for hot spots during a flight deck 
recovery drill aboard the guided-missile destroyer 
USS Halsey (DDG 97). 

 Capt. Dorian F. Jones, commanding officer of the 
amphibious assault ship USS Kearsarge (LHD 3) 
answers questions from Japanese media during Bold 
Alligator 2012. 

 ABE1 Anthony Rickey (left), ABEAN Chris 
Orhelein and ABE1 Jonathan Dicola celebrate as they 
watch Super Bowl XLVI on the aircraft carrier USS 
George H.W. Bush (CVN 77). 

 MA3 Steven Cabrera, assigned aboard Riverine 
Command Boat (RCB) 802, attached to Riverine 
Squadron (RIVRON) 2, mans a twin .50-caliber 
machine gun. 

 BM1 Timothy Lumpkin plays Taps during a burial at 
sea ceremony aboard the aircraft carrier USS 
Enterprise (CVN 65). 

View Gallery (11 Photos) 
Broadcast Clip - Meet John Anthony Hall... Hoosier, 

Chief, Sailor 
Video portrait of Command Master Chief John Anthony 

Hall, from Indianapolis, Ind. He's the Command Master Chief 
of Naval Support Activity Washington. 

View Clip (RT: 0:59) 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Keeping the Military’s Energy Options Open 
(THE WHITE HOUSE BLOG 13 JUN 12) ... Sharon E. Burke 

This morning, Secretary of Defense Leon Panetta testified before the Senate Appropriations Committee on the Department’s 2013 
budget request. In his remarks, he highlighted DoD’s investments in energy security for our troops and also noted DoD’s objection to 
efforts that limit our options. Specifically, he said: 

 
2. Navy Sails To Greener Future 
But Move Toward Biofuels Is Opposed by Some as Too Costly and Experimental 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 14 JUN 12) ... Keith Johnson 

Next month, in naval exercises off the coast of Hawaii, five U.S. warships will make history: They will be the first to use biofuels 
to power their huge turbines, as well as the jet planes screaming off a carrier's deck and helicopters hovering overhead. 

 
3. USNS Henry J. Kaiser Loads Biofuel For RIMPAC 2012's Great Green Fleet Demo 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 13 JUN 12) ... Sarah Burford, Sealift Logistics Command Pacific, Public Affairs 

SAN DIEGO -- Military Sealift Command (MSC) fleet replenishment oiler USNS Henry J. Kaiser (T-AO 187) commenced the 
load of 900,000 gallons of a 50/50 blend of advanced biofuels and traditional petroleum-based fuel at Defense Fuel Support Point, 
Manchester, Wash. June 13. 

 
4. 63rd Current Strategy Forum Marks End Of Naval War College Academic Year 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 13 JUN 12) ... Ens. Theron Verdon, U.S. Naval War College Public Affairs 

NEWPORT, R.I. -- The 63nd annual Current Strategy Forum (CSF) at the U.S. Naval War College (NWC) explored the theme of 
"Global Trends: Implications for National Policy and the Maritime Forces" during a two-day event, June 12-13. 

 
5. Star-Spangled Sailabration Kicks Off At Inner Harbor 
Flotilla of tall ships, military vessels will be berthed at harbor 
(BALTIMORE SUN 13 JUN 12) ... Candus Thomson and Steve Kilar 

It took 200 years, but the oft-forgotten War of 1812 got some attention Wednesday. 
 

CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
6. U.S. Carrier To Take Part In Sea Exercises With Korean, Japanese Navies 
(STARS AND STRIPES 14 JUN 12) ... Jon Rabiroff 

SEOUL – The USS George Washington aircraft carrier is scheduled to return to the waters off South Korea this month, a move 
that in recent years has upset Chinese and North Korean officials. 

 
7. George Washington Celebrates 150,000 Safe Arrested Landings 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 13 JUN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class William Pittman, USS George Washington Public 
Affairs 

USS GEORGE WASHINGTON, At Sea -- The U.S. Navy's forward-deployed aircraft carrier USS George Washington (CVN 73) 
celebrated a significant milestone in the ship's history, June 13. 

 
8. Pacific Partnership Siau Concludes With Great Results 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 13 JUN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Kristopher Regan, Navy Public Affairs Support 
Element West 

SIAU, Indonesia -- The third medical civic action project (MEDCAP) conducted during Pacific Partnership 2012's (PP12) visit to 
Indonesia came to a successful close June 10 on the island of Siau. 
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9. Ponce's Refit Team Recognized For Outstanding Performance 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 13 JUN 12) ... James Marconi, Military Sealift Command Public Affairs 

NORFOLK -- Rear Adm. Mark H. Buzby, commander, Military Sealift Command (MSC), recognized 82 MSC military and 
civilian employees with commendations for their role in refitting USS Ponce (AFSB(I)-15) during a ceremony, June 12, on Naval 
Station Norfolk. 

 
10. Seabees Partner With Squadron, Train Afghan Engineers 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 13 JUN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Michael Scichilone, Naval Mobile Construction 
Battalion 7 Public Affairs 

KANDAHAR, Afghanistan -- U.S. Navy Seabees with Naval Mobile Construction Battalion 7 recently partnered with the U.S. 
Air Force's 443rd Air Expeditionary Advisory Squadron to train and instruct Afghan engineers at the Kandahar Air Wing on Kandahar 
Airfield. 

 
11. Portuguese Submarine To Make Port Visit In Norfolk 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 13 JUN 12) 

NORFOLK -- A Portuguese submarine will make a port visit in Virginia. 
 

GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
12. Committee Debates Law Of The Sea Treaty With Top Military Officials 
(CSPAN 14 JUN 12) 

WASHINGTON, D.C. -- The Senate Foreign Relations Committee will devote the day listening to top government officials 
explain the Law of the Sea Convention, a United Nations (UN) treaty governing international waterways. The U.S. is the only major 
country that has not ratified the treaty. 

 
13. In South China Sea, A Surprise Chinese Escort For Indian Ships 
Building navy-to-navy ties is the focus of the Shanghai stop 
(THE HINDU 14 JUN 12) ... Ananth Krishnan 

SHANGHAI -- When four Indian naval ships left the Philippines earlier this month headed for South Korea, they received an 
unexpected message. 

 
14. Now, A Pan-Indian Ocean Operation For The Navy 
It will deploy ships to Horn of Africa, the Red Sea and the Western Mediterranean for surveillance 
(THE HINDU 14 JUN 12) 

Even as four of its ships from the eastern fleet entered Shanghai on Wednesday on a four-day port visit to China, the Navy 
announced its pan-Indian Ocean Region (IOR) operations, demonstrating the reach of the country's maritime diplomacy. 

 
15. Tehran Hardens Nuclear Stance 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 14 JUN 12) ... Farnaz Fassihi 

Iran's chief nuclear negotiator said Iran wouldn't compromise on its right to enrich uranium, casting doubts on whether the 
country could reach a deal during talks with international powers in Moscow this month. 

 
16. Setbacks For New Russian Fighter Plane In India 
(RIA NOVOSTI 14 JUN 12) ... Konstantin Bogdanov 

Anatoly Isaikin, head of Rosoboronexport, Russia’s state arms exporter, was once again forced to address the string of setbacks 
plaguing Russian arms manufacturers in India over the past 12 months. This includes the long-suffering Mikoyan-Gurevich MiG-35 
fighter, whose future on the domestic and foreign markets remains unclear. 

 

PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
17. Navy Alters Evaluation Of Prospective Officers 
(STARS AND STRIPES 14 JUN 12) ... Erik Slavin 

YOKOSUKA NAVAL BASE, Japan — The Navy is standardizing the way it evaluates prospective commanding officers, to 
include assessments from peers and subordinates for mid-level ship officers, according to an order issued earlier this month by Chief 
of Naval Operations Adm. Jonathan Greenert. 

 
18. MCPON Sends Hospital Corpsman Birthday Message 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 13 JUN 12) ... Master Chief Petty Officer of the Navy Rick D. West 

WASHINGTON -- Master Chief Petty Officer of the Navy (MCPON)(SS/SW) Rick D. West released the following Hospital 
Corpsman birthday message to the fleet June 13. 
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19. Proposed Changes To GI Bill Focus On Preparing Veterans For College 
(STARS AND STRIPES 13 JUN 12) ... Leo Shane III 

WASHINGTON — Another year, another major overhaul for veterans’ GI Bill benefits. 
 

20. Pentagon Chief Orders Review Of Mental Diagnoses 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 13 JUN 12) ... Donna Cassata 

WASHINGTON— Defense Secretary Leon Panetta said Wednesday he has ordered all branches of the military to conduct an 
extensive review of mental health diagnoses amid criticism of how the services treat the men and women suffering the invisible 
wounds of the long wars in Iraq and Afghanistan. 

 
21. Navy To Award $49 Million For Faster Pill-Dispensing System 
(NEXTGOV 13 JUN 12) ... Bob Brewin 

The Navy plans to award a contract this summer worth as much as $49 million for a new pharmacy automation system to speed 
pill dispensing at 25 high-volume prescription locations, a top Navy pharmacist told Nextgov. 

 
22. Legislature Commends Outgoing Navy Assistant Secretary Pfannenstiel 
(PACIFIC NEWS CENTER (GUAM) 14 JUN 12) ... Kevin Kerrigan 

GUAM -- The Guam Legislature this morning [ Thursday] presented a resolution "recognizing and commending" outgoing 
Assistant Navy Secretary Jackalyne Pfannenstiel. 

 
23. Shot In The Dark 
Blinded Sailor aims for Paralympic Games in London 
(MSNBC 13 JUN 12) ... Bill Briggs 

Lt. Brad Snyder slices through the watery warmth with powerful movements and methodical rhythm. Each arm stroke is tallied, 
each breath measured as he glides forward in a sharp, precise line. He knows that a coach is watching, that a big clock is ticking, that a 
concrete wall is looming. 

 

FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
24. Panetta Pleads With Congress To Avoid Deep Cuts 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 13 JUN 12) ... Donna Cassata 

WASHINGTON — Defense Secretary Leon Panetta pleaded with Congress Wednesday to avoid the disaster of automatic 
defense cuts even as he criticized lawmakers’ affection for protecting aging ships and aircraft. 

 
25. DoD Eyes Money Shifts If Sequestration Cuts Hit 
(DEFENSE DAILY 13 JUN 12) ... Emelie Rutherford 

The Pentagon's top officer said yesterday if the defense budget is hit with nearly $500 billion in "sequestration" cuts, then the 
military would seek Congress' approval to shift funding in its coffers to cover war costs. 

 
26. Pay Attention To Defense Cuts, 2 Congressmen Say 
In San Diego, 30,000 jobs on the line 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 13 JUN 12) ... Jeanette Steele 

Saying that 30,000 jobs in the San Diego economy are in peril, two Republican congressmen brought a “listening tour” to San 
Diego Wednesday to focus attention on looming defense spending cuts scheduled to start in January. 

 
27. Navy Official Sees Small Immediate Impact From USS Miami Fire 
Decision still has not been made on submarine’s fate 
(NEW LONDON DAY 13 JUN 12) ... Jennifer McDermott 

In the near term at least, the loss of the USS Miami will not greatly impact the Navy’s overall strategy, Under Secretary of the 
Navy Robert O. Work said Wednesday in a phone interview with The Day. 

 
28. F-22’s Balky Vests Add Clue In Mystery Of Ailing Pilots 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 14 JUN 12) ... David Lerman and Tony Capaccio 

A potentially faulty pressure vest is the latest clue in a yearlong mystery over why Air Force pilots flying Lockheed Martin 
Corp.’s F-22 Raptor keep getting dizzy and disoriented. 
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29. Noisy F-35 Fighter Jet Could Affect Thousands, Study Finds 
(TUCSON (AZ) DAILY STAR 13 JUN 12) ... Carol Ann Alaimo 

Thousands of Tucsonans stand to be affected by higher noise levels and lower property values if a new Air Force jet eventually is 
based here, an environmental impact study shows. 

 
30. Germany, Italy Urge Funding For Missile Program 
(REUTERS 13 JUN 12) ... Andrea Shalal-Esa 

WASHINGTON -- German and Italian officials warned U.S. lawmakers on Wednesday that their plans to cut off funding for a 
ground-based NATO missile defense program built by Lockheed Martin Corp would endanger U.S. ties with their countries. 

 

BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
31. Ships Arrive In Baltimore For ‘Star-Spangled Sailabration’ 
(WJZ CBS BALTIMORE 13 JUN 12) ... Jessica Kartalija 

BALTIMORE—Huge crowds gather downtown as tall ships from all different counties sail into Baltimore waters. The impressive 
sight is part of the Star-Spangled Sailabration. It’s just the start of a weeklong commemoration of the War of 1812. 

 
32. Sailabration Thursday Schedule 
(WBAL RADIO BALTIMORE 13 JUN 12) ... John Patti and Scott Wykoff 

The Maryland Transportation Authority is warning motorists to anticipate delays in Baltimore this week as an international 
maritime festival gets under way. 

 
33. Coalition Of Sailors Against Destructive Decisions Helping Preserve The Community 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 13 JUN 12) ... Fire Control Technician Seamen Jennifer Marshall, Training Support Center, Great Lakes 
Public Affairs 

GREAT LAKES, Ill -- Members of Coalition of Sailors Against Destructive Decisions (CSADD), Great Lakes Chapter 
volunteered to clear weeds, help with landscaping and spread mulch to continue the ongoing beatification project at Independence 
Grove Forest Preserve, June 12. 

 
34. Bell Tolling Ceremony Held For Lost Submariners 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 14 JUN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Ronald Gutridge, COMSUBPAC Public Affairs 

PEARL HARBOR -- A special bell tolling ceremony was held at the Submarine Memorial Chapel, June 13, to perpetuate the 
memory of the submariners and the submarines that were lost in the month of June throughout World War II. 

 
35. Japan, U.S. Defense Chiefs Agree To Adhere to Futenma Relocation Plan 
(KYODO NEWS 14 JUN 12) 

TOKYO -- Japan's new Defense Minister Satoshi Morimoto and U.S. Defense Secretary Leon Panetta agreed Wednesday that the 
current plan for the relocation of a U.S. Marine base within Okinawa Prefecture is the only feasible solution, Defense Ministry 
officials said. 

 
36. Bordallo On China Visa Waiver: Guam Will Have It 
(MARIANAS VARIETY 13 JUN 12) ... David Jay Morris 

HAGÅTÑA — In the wake of her re-election campaign kickoff, U.S. Congresswoman Madeleine Z. Bordallo, D-Guam, 
expressed guarded optimism about the approval of a China visa waiver for the island. 

 

NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
37. CV-22 Osprey Crashes Near Navarre, Five Airmen Injured 
(NORTHWEST FLORIDA DAILY NEWS 14 JUN 12) ... Lauren Sage Reinlie 

HURLBURT FIELD — An Air Force CV-22 Osprey assigned to the 1st Special Operations Wing crashed during a routine 
training mission Wednesday evening. 

 
38. Scores Of U.S. Firms Keep Quiet About Cyber Attacks 
Reuters media and technology summit 
(REUTERS 13 JUN 12) ... Andrea Shalal-Esa 

NEW YORK -- Scores of U.S. companies have not disclosed breaches of their computer systems, even though eight months have 
passed since U.S. securities regulators issued guidelines on disclosing cyber attacks, according to leading security experts. 
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39. Survey: Young Vets Respected But Misunderstood 
(NAVY TIMES 13 JUN 12) ... Rick Maze 

A new survey ranks the U.S. military just behind firefighters and nurses as the most “valuable figures” in U.S. society, but it finds 
a widely held perception that the majority of Iraq and Afghanistan veterans suffer from post-traumatic stress. 

 
40. Military Suicides More Common 
It's the No. 2 cause of death behind combat 
(USA TODAY 14 JUN 12) ... Gregg Zoroya 

The most common way that U.S. servicemembers die outside of combat is by their own hand, according to an analysis released by 
the Pentagon. 

 
41. DoD Names New Sex Assault Prevention Chief 
(NAVY TIMES 13 JUN 12) ... Cid Standifer 

Air Force Maj. Gen. Mary Kay Hertog will step down as head of the Pentagon’s Sexual Assault Prevention and Response Office 
by the end of the month, to be replaced by Army Maj. Gen. Gary Patton, the Defense Department announced Wednesday. 

 
42. Va. Beach Man Charged With Shining Laser At Jets 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 14 JUN 12) ... Kathy Adams 

VIRGINIA BEACH -- Federal officials have charged a Virginia Beach man with shining a laser at Navy jets and threatening to 
shoot them down. 

 

OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
43. The Battle For The Military’s Future 
(WASHINGTON POST 14 JUN 12) ... Walter Pincus 

“The face of war, the face of how we do business, is changing.” 
 

44. Combat Readiness Trumps Green Energy In Texas 
(FORT WORTH STAR-TELEGRAM 13 JUN 12) ... Editorial 

Tarrant County has been a good home for the military since Camp Worth was settled on June 6, 1849. And the military has been a 
good neighbor to the county through wartime and peacetime. 

 

BBLLOOGGSS::  
45. EXCERPTS FROM BLOGS AROUND THE WORLD 
(PUBLISHED 11 – 14 JUN 12) 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Keeping the Military’s Energy Options Open 
(THE WHITE HOUSE BLOG 13 JUN 12) ... Sharon E. Burke 

This morning, Secretary of Defense Leon Panetta testified 
before the Senate Appropriations Committee on the 
Department’s 2013 budget request. In his remarks, he 
highlighted DoD’s investments in energy security for our 
troops and also noted DoD’s objection to efforts that limit our 
options. Specifically, he said: 

“As part of our efforts to confront fuel costs and also 
enhance our war-fighting capabilities, we are looking to make 
our installations and operations more fuel efficient and to 
diversify our energy sources, including with alternative fuels. I 
oppose efforts by Congress to limit the Department's options 
for using alternative fuels. These efforts could deprive 
commanders of the flexibility they need to meet tactical and 
operational needs and make us more exposed to potential 
supply disruptions and future price volatility of petroleum 
products.” 

The Secretary was referring to recent Congressional 
amendments that have the potential to hamper the military’s 
ability to buy fuel for operational purposes today and to 
research the fuels we need for the future. 

The Department of Defense is testing and certifying its 
ships, planes, and vehicles to run with alternative fuels to 
ensure our military is ready for the future. Pictured here is the 
Navy’s Riverine Command Boat, being tested with a 50/50 
blend of alternative and petroleum-based fuel. (by U.S. Navy) 

In fact, last year, DoD purchased 5 billion gallons of fuel 
at a cost of more than $15 billion to conduct worldwide 
military operations. By cutting our demand for fuel, we can 
build a lighter, leaner, more lethal military force and lower our 
costs. In next year’s budget, 90 percent of DoD’s planned $2.5 
billion investment in operational energy and facilities energy 

security initiatives will go toward better energy performance 
and efficiency for military equipment and buildings. 

These efforts include better batteries and tactical solar 
technologies to enhance the mobility of warriors in the fight, 
improved electricity generation and heating and cooling 
systems at forward operating bases in Afghanistan, and more 
efficient engines and propulsion for combat vehicles, ships, 
and aircraft. They save lives in combat and take millions of 
gallons of fuel out of the fight. 

The other 10 percent of our planned investment is to 
diversify our supply of energy, which includes a relatively 
small, but important, investment in alternative fuels. Most of 
DoD’s investment in this area ensures that our equipment can 
operate on a wide range of fuels. As one of the world’s largest 
consumers of petroleum fuels, DoD has an interest in the 
development of alternatives as a hedge against potential 
supply disruptions and future price volatility. As a national 
security agency, we also have a strong interest in easing the 
economic and geostrategic pressures the global market exerts 
on all Americans. 

We’re partnering with other agencies such as the 
Department of Energy and the Department of Agriculture, as 
well as the private sector, to leverage their work and to ensure 
DoD’s investment in military energy security benefit the 
civilian economy as well. 

The bottom line is that DoD’s operational energy 
investments are focused on meeting warfighter needs. We look 
forward to working with Congress to ensure that our troops 
have the support they need to accomplish their mission. 

Sharon E. Burke is the Assistant Secretary of Defense for 
Operational Energy Plans and Programs 
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2. Navy Sails To Greener Future 
But Move Toward Biofuels Is Opposed by Some as Too Costly and Experimental 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 14 JUN 12) ... Keith Johnson 

Next month, in naval exercises off the coast of Hawaii, 
five U.S. warships will make history: They will be the first to 
use biofuels to power their huge turbines, as well as the jet 
planes screaming off a carrier's deck and helicopters hovering 
overhead. 

The flotilla—powered by a mixture of cooking grease and 
algae oil—is the centerpiece of the U.S. Navy's efforts to 
shake off its centurylong dependence on petroleum. 

But now it has become the center of a political storm. 
Lawmakers in both houses of Congress last month voted to 
stop the Navy from buying any more of the still-pricey 
alternative fuel and to keep the Pentagon from investing $170 
million in new biofuel refineries. 

"Using defense dollars to subsidize new-energy 
technologies is not the Navy's responsibility," Sen. John 
McCain, a Republican from Arizona and a third-generation 
naval officer, told Secretary of the Navy Ray Mabus at a 
hearing earlier this year. 

Sen. McCain and other critics were most upset by the cost 
of the alternative fuel needed for this summer's green-fleet 

exercise: $12 million for 450,000 gallons, or $26 a gallon—
about five times the price for regular fuel. 

"I think we cannot afford not to do this," replied Mr. 
Mabus. Each $1 increase in the price of a barrel of crude costs 
the Navy $31 million a year, and in the current fiscal year that 
created a $1 billion rise in the Navy's fuel bill, which "means 
that our Sailors and Marines are forced to steam less, fly less, 
and train less," he said. 

Altogether, the Pentagon spent about $18 billion on fuel 
in fiscal year 2011, substantially more than a decade ago. 

The Navy hopes that after this summer's trials, a full 
green carrier strike group will be operational by 2016. By 
2020, the Navy plans to use alternative fuel for half of all 
consumption afloat. While other branches of the military are 
looking at biofuels the Navy is taking the lead. 

The Pentagon wants to boost the U.S. biofuels industry so 
it can build larger refineries and bring down costs, much the 
way the military's need for titanium, advanced turbines and 
digital communications spurred those industries. 
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"I would argue that out of any government entity in the 
entire world, the U.S. Department of Defense is by far the 
most effective catalyst for innovation," said Jonathan 
Wolfson, chief executive of Solazyme Inc., which is supplying 
oil extracted from algae for this summer's exercise. Other fuel 
to be used comes from used cooking oil. 

The planned refinery investments, at a time when the 
Navy and Marines are cutting personnel and struggling to 
maintain fleet size, worry some lawmakers of both parties. 
Democrats who joined Republicans to block buying pricey 
biofuels include Sens. Joe Manchin of West Virginia and Jim 
Webb of Virginia. Sen. James Inhofe (R., Okla.) called the 
energy push part of "a far-left environmental agenda that is 
being imposed on the Department of Defense." 

Retired Adm. Richard Truly, a former astronaut and 
NASA chief who worked on four Pentagon energy studies 
over the past decade, disputed that charge, saying the 
Pentagon's energy overhaul was always about increasing 
battlefield effectiveness and included initiatives taken by the 
George W. Bush administration. 

"I don't remember a single conversation where we talked 
about spending any money for environmental reasons," Mr. 
Truly said. "We were trying to make it easier for the Defense 
Department to operate." 

Throughout history, navies have driven energy 
revolutions: The shifts from oars to sails to coal to oil to 
nuclear power all came from naval commanders' desire to gain 
an edge on their foes. In many cases, the changes in ship 
propulsion spurred transformations in the wider world. 

Winston Churchill's decision before World War I to run 
Royal Navy battleships on oil instead of coal gave the British 
fleet a few crucial knots-per-mile edge over German rivals, 

though at the cost of tethering Britain to Persian oil and 
Middle East politics. 

Churchill once stressed the importance of diversifying oil 
sources by saying, "Safety and certainty in oil lie in variety 
and variety alone."The U.S. Navy says adding a new fuel 
source would help it contend with volatile energy markets. 
Lowered dependence on foreign oil also could reduce the 
military's need to commit forces to oil-rich areas of the world. 

But the shift to biofuels is fundamentally different from 
earlier naval revolutions. The Navy plans to use only 50% 
blends of biofuels and conventional oil, not a wholesale 
replacement. And biofuels don't give the fleet any clear 
operational gain such as longer range. 

Perhaps most important, when the U.S. Navy traded its 
sailing ships for coal-burning ones, and later embraced oil, 
those fuel markets were established. Biofuel remains in its 
infancy. 

"It makes me nervous that we seem to be expecting the 
Navy to help create a biofuels market," said James Holmes, a 
naval historian and professor at the Naval War College in 
Newport, R.I. "If there's a market out there for green energy, 
then private industry will develop it." 

A report commissioned by the Pentagon in 2011 found 
that replacing half the conventional fuel with alternative fuel 
could add $800 million to $2.2 billion a year to the Defense 
Department fuel bill by 2020, unless the price of crude oil 
rises significantly. 

Mr. Mabus said biofuels' cost has fallen in half in the two 
years the Navy has been buying test batches, and that "as the 
military brings a market here, the cost of biofuels will be 
competitive with existing fossil fuels." 

Return to Index 
 

3. USNS Henry J. Kaiser Loads Biofuel For RIMPAC 2012's Great Green Fleet Demo 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 13 JUN 12) ... Sarah Burford, Sealift Logistics Command Pacific, Public Affairs 

SAN DIEGO -- Military Sealift Command (MSC) fleet 
replenishment oiler USNS Henry J. Kaiser (T-AO 187) 
commenced the load of 900,000 gallons of a 50/50 blend of 
advanced biofuels and traditional petroleum-based fuel at 
Defense Fuel Support Point, Manchester, Wash. June 13. 

Kaiser will deliver the biofuel to the platforms 
participating in the Great Green Fleet demonstration, which 
will take place in July during the 2012 Rim of the Pacific 
exercise. 

This demonstration allows the Navy to test, evaluate, and 
demonstrate the cross-platform utility and functionality of 
advanced biofuels in an operational setting, and will achieve 
one of the five energy goals established by Secretary of the 
Navy Ray Mabus: to demonstrate a Great Green Fleet in local 
operations by 2012. 

"The Navy has been at the forefront of energy innovation 
throughout its history," said Mabus. "From sail to coal-fired 
steam to oil and nuclear powered submarines and carriers, we 
have sought and achieved technological advancement in how 
we power the fleet because it has made us better warfighters. 
The Great Green Fleet demonstration is a significant milestone 
in the Navy's progress to greater energy security." 

Kaiser will take on 700,000 gallons of hydro-treated 
renewable diesel fuel, or HRD76, and 200,000 gallons of 
hydro-treated renewable aviation fuel, or HRJ5. Both fuels are 
a 50/50 blend of traditional petroleum-based fuel and biofuel 
comprised of a mix of waste cooking oil and algae oil. 

While underway, Kaiser will transfer the HRJ5 fuel to 
U.S. Navy aircraft carrier USS Nimitz (CVN 68), and the 
HRD76 fuel to the Navy's guided-missile cruiser USS 
Princeton (CG 59) and destroyers USS Chung-Hoon (DDG 
93) and USS Chaffee (DDG 90). 

Military Sealift Command operates approximately 110 
noncombatant, civilian-crewed ships that replenish U.S. Navy 
ships, conduct specialized missions, strategically preposition 
combat cargo at sea around the world and move military cargo 
and supplies used by deployed U.S. forces and coalition 
partners. 

"Our mission is service to the fleet," said Navy Capt. 
Sylvester Moore, commander, Military Sealift Command 
Pacific. "Delivering advanced biofuel to the fleet is a great 
opportunity to demonstrate our capabilities, and to be a part of 
the continued efforts of the Navy to develop new technologies 
that will advance mission capabilities." 

Return to Index 
 



 8

4. 63rd Current Strategy Forum Marks End Of Naval War College Academic Year 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 13 JUN 12) ... Ens. Theron Verdon, U.S. Naval War College Public Affairs 

NEWPORT, R.I. -- The 63nd annual Current Strategy 
Forum (CSF) at the U.S. Naval War College (NWC) explored 
the theme of "Global Trends: Implications for National Policy 
and the Maritime Forces" during a two-day event, June 12-13. 

Keynote speakers and panelists, including sea service 
leaders, discussed the decisions regarding national policy, 
defense strategy and resource allocation, in respect to global 
trends shaping today's global system. 

CSF is the final academic event of the school year 
preceding graduation ceremonies June 15. 

This year's host of CSF, Under Secretary of the Navy 
Robert O. Work, described energy as the main vulnerability to 
U.S. national security in his keynote address. 

"Our strategic concept and our organizational construct 
are precisely aligned with the strategic requirements for the 
21st century," he said. "It is hard to imagine a more maritime 
friendly strategic environment." 

In keeping with the theme of this year's CSF, "Sustaining 
U.S. Global Leadership: Priorities for 21st Century Defense," 
Work emphasized the Navy-Marine Corps team's importance 
to a national strategy focused on securing the economic 
interests of the U.S. 

"Oceans are central to the economy, which means they are 
central to our national strategy," said Work. "Ready reliable 
information, secure finances, stable economies, and free 
global trade depend upon the free navigation of the oceans." 

Gen. Joseph F. Dunford, Jr., U.S. Marine Corps, assistant 
commandant of the Marine Corps spoke directly to the 
importance of Navy-Marine Corps teams to the nation's 
strategy. 

"The new strategy emphasizes that we must maintain a 
stabilizing presence abroad and be prepared to respond to 
unexpected crises and contingencies," said Dunford. 

This year's forum also featured a speaker not connected to 
the military or academia. Motion picture executive producer 

Dr. Abigail Disney, spoke about her five-part documentary, 
"Women, War & Peace" and the perspective civilian women 
have on conflict. 

"Popular depictions of war in film do not prepare one for 
reality. While the camera is focused on Rambo or John 
Wayne, women are relegated to the landscape," said Disney. 
"Women bring voices to peace processes that aren't otherwise 
heard. If women aren't heard, the brokered peace process will 
not last." 

In her television documentary, Disney showcased the role 
women played in the peace processes in Libya, Bosnia, 
Colombia, and are playing in Afghanistan. 

Other panels featured speakers from the military, 
academia and industry, and global trends effects on national 
policy, defense strategy, and resource allocation. 

"We consider this forum to be the capstone academic 
event for our graduating students," said NWC President, Rear 
Adm. John N. Christenson, who thanked students and the 
more than 300 invited guests. CSF is hosted annually by NWC 
for the secretary of the Navy. 

The U.S. Naval War College started more than 125 years 
ago as a small institution with mostly summer courses. It has 
evolved into a one-year resident program that graduates about 
600 students a year, and a vibrant distance program that 
graduates about 1,000 students a year. The College also has a 
robust international engagement mission with approximately 
100 international officers graduating yearly. 

In addition to the college's education mission, it is heavily 
involved in war gaming and research in an effort to aid the 
chief of naval operations in defining the path of the future 
Navy. More recently, the College has developed operational 
level courses to satisfy fleet requirements, preparing leaders 
for the challenges of operational and/or strategic level 
leadership over the remainder of their careers as decision 
makers and problem solvers. 
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5. Star-Spangled Sailabration Kicks Off At Inner Harbor 
Flotilla of tall ships, military vessels will be berthed at harbor 
(BALTIMORE SUN 13 JUN 12) ... Candus Thomson and Steve Kilar 

It took 200 years, but the oft-forgotten War of 1812 got 
some attention Wednesday. 

A flotilla of more than 40 ships representing a dozen 
nations glided under the Key Bridge and into Baltimore 
Harbor to launch the commemoration of the conflict that gave 
the United States its anthem and expelled the British military 
from American soil once and for all. 

With the arrival of tall ships and warships at the Inner 
Harbor, Fells Point and North Locust Point, the state began its 
Star-Spangled Sailabration, which won't wrap up until 
September 2014. 

"The War of 1812 never got its due," said National Park 
Service Ranger Vince Vaise, chief of interpretation at Fort 
McHenry. "This two-year event will establish a legacy so that 
people will remember the war and appreciate the anthem and 
the flag more." 

People carrying chairs, blankets and coolers streamed into 
the fort to catch a glimpse of the passing fleet. The National 

Park Service estimated that more than 5,000 people walked 
the grounds and lined the sea wall. 

First under the Key Bridge, the 426-foot Canadian 
destroyer HMCS Iroquois roared a 21-gun salute as spectators 
at Fort McHenry applauded. The fort's cannon crew responded 
with its own salute. 

Arlene Corby, a retiree who splits her time between 
Frederick and Florida, marveled at how Sailors aboard the 
naval ships and those watching on shore traded salutes. 

"It's so impressive," she said. "It shows respect." 
Between the fort's cannons and the ship's, more than 400 

rounds were fired in peace, said Navy Cmdr. Chris Hill, a 
military liaison for the event. 

"That's the most we've seen at these events in quite a 
while," Hill said. "It's quite extraordinary." 

One by one, the naval vessels powered by, each flying a 
blue Sail Baltimore banner. After a brief lull, the amphibious 
transport dock USS San Antonio, the event's flagship, led the 
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afternoon parade followed by the Pride of Baltimore II and the 
610-foot dock landing ship USS Fort McHenry. 

Gun crews on the Fort McHenry let loose with a bombs-
bursting-in-air barrage worthy of the national anthem that 
brought whoops from the crowd and a smile to the face of 
former U.S. Rep. Helen Delich Bentley, who christened both 
the Pride and the McHenry. 

Later aboard the Pride, deckhand Frank Bell packed 
smokeless gunpowder and flour into the ship's four cannons as 
the ship approached Pier 1, in front of Harborplace's Pratt 
Street pavilion. 

When Bell fired the Pride's first thundering blast, 
hundreds of spectators turned away from the already docked 
and dazzling Indonesian tall ship Dewaruci — which entered 
the Inner Harbor with its crew dancing to Abba's "Fernando." 

"Welcome Home Pride!" the crowd shouted in unison as 
the 157-foot ship, a replica of the Baltimore clippers used 
during the War of 1812, neared the dock. 

Maintaining the cannons is time-consuming and tiring 
work, Bell said, but "it validates the cannons' existence" when 
people turn and pay attention to the Pride. 

Baltimore resident Bill Garrison rode the Pride into the 
Inner Harbor, ending a 24-hour stint as a guest crew member 
on the ship's trip north from Norfolk, where it was docked 
earlier this week. He called Sailabration one the grandest 
events he's seen at Baltimore's harbor. 

"This is about as monumental as the opening of 
Harborplace, which was a defining moment. But this is the 
biggest event I've seen," Garrison said. 

Gusty winds prevented the tall ships from keeping their 
sails unfurled as they approached the innermost parts of the 
harbor. 

"While the weather may not have been conducive to 
actual sailing, it was certainly pleasant for everybody," said 
Capt. Jan Miles, the Pride's leader. 

Even without sails showing, all of the vessels in the 
parade of ships contributed to the day's theatrics, he said. 
Uniformed personnel lined the large modern naval vessels; 
crews danced and sang from the shrouds of the foreign tall 
ships; a fire boat sprayed ceremoniously into the air. 

"Every vessel delivered — unless the only thing you 
wanted to see was sail boats sailing," Miles said. 

Within minutes of docking, the ships' crews began 
preparing to entertain and educate the crowds. 

On the Pride, that meant stringing up explanatory signs 
about the parts of the ship, putting out pamphlets on the 
vessel's history and welcoming people aboard. On the 
Dewaruci, the crew came down the gangplank with drums and 
began performing a marching band routine on the pier. 

"That was fabulous," said Carmella Diehlof Hazelton, Pa., 
who spent most of the day at Fort McHenry watching the ships 
pass by but caught the Indonesian performance when she got 
back to the Inner Harbor. 

Diehl and her husband, Sonny Diehl, planned to spend the 
night in Harrisburg, Pa., and come back to Baltimore with 
friends on Thursday. They enjoyed their day in the city and 
appreciated the ease of getting around with public transit, 
Sonny Diehl said. 

"That worked beautifully," he said. 
Sailabration's debut in Baltimore was not limited to the 

seas Wednesday. Clifton Mansion, once the home of War of 
1812 Capt. Henry Thompson, joined the festival with a re-
enactment, exhibits, tours and an 80-foot-high view of the city 
from its landmark tower. 

Visitors saw military history spanning 200 years, from 
War of 1812 militiamen to five Navy SEALS, who parachuted 
6,500 feet to a field near the mansion grounds in Clifton Park, 
trailing green smoke. 

Large crowds spread across the mansion's lawns and 
lingered on its porches. Some trekked up a winding staircase 
to the tower where Johns Hopkins, the home's second owner 
and the city's well-known philanthropist, could watch ships 
coming into the harbor. 

"You should be able to see all the way to the Key Bridge 
from there," said Johns Hopkins, a distant relative who shares 
the name and had just made the climb with his children. "Who 
would not want to be here today?" 

Joan Woytowitz, a history teacher at Towson University, 
said she had never seen the mansion. She came with her 88-
year-old father, who remembered jogging through Clifton 
Park. The two also planned to take in the tall ships in the 
harbor. 

"I hope this event brings history to life," she said. "I have 
students who don't know about the Vietnam War, much less 
the War of 1812." 

Page Naimoli of Perry Hall said her children already were 
excited about Sailabration. They played small wooden flutes 
as they meandered through the mansion. She thought they 
would start the week off at Clifton Park and then visit Fort 
McHenry and tour a few ships. 

"I want them to see as much of this history as they can," 
she said. 

Stefan Hieken, 10, of Reisterstown, just studied the 
Revolutionary War and his mother thought Sailabration would 
give him a look at the next phase of American history. 

"He is a real history fan and I just said we should learn 
more about it right here in Baltimore," she said. 

View Gallery (45 Photos) 
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CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
6. U.S. Carrier To Take Part In Sea Exercises With Korean, Japanese Navies 
(STARS AND STRIPES 14 JUN 12) ... Jon Rabiroff 

SEOUL – The USS George Washington aircraft carrier is 
scheduled to return to the waters off South Korea this month, a 
move that in recent years has upset Chinese and North Korean 
officials. 

The U.S., South Korea and Japan will conduct a two-day, 
trilateral naval exercise June 21-22 in the waters south of the 

Korean peninsula, the Pentagon announced Thursday. The 
exercise will focus on improving relations and 
communications among the three navies, the announcement 
said. 

The Pentagon added, “The three navies will conduct this 
exercise beyond the territorial waters of any coastal nation.” 
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Following that, the U.S. and South Korean navies will 
conduct “a routine carrier operation” in the Yellow Sea, west 
of South Korea, from June 23-25. 

There were no immediate reactions from North Korea or 
China to news of the two upcoming naval exercises. 

The George Washington Carrier Striker Group will make 
a port call in Busan, on the southern tip of the peninsula, 
following its participation in the two exercises. In the wake of 
North Korea’s 2010 sinking of the Cheonan warship — which 
killed 46 South Korean sailors — the George Washington took 
part in a four-day naval and sea exercise in the Sea of Japan, 
or East Sea as it is known in the South. 

That exercise, U.S. and South Korean officials said at the 
time, was “designed to send a clear message to North Korea 
that its aggressive behavior must stop.” 

Then, after North Korea shelled Yeonpyeong Island on 
Nov. 23, 2010, killing four people on the tiny South Korean 
island near the disputed maritime border between the two 
Koreas, the George Washington was dispatched to the Yellow 
Sea. 

Jeffrey Bader — the president’s former senior director for 
Asian affairs on the National Security Council — wrote in his 
book, “Obama and China’s Rise: An Insider’s Account of 
America’s Asia Strategy,” that sending the carrier was done 
with a purpose. 

“The deployments culminating in the Yellow Sea exercise 
sent an important message to Beijing: North Korean 
provocations would induce U.S. and South Korean responses 
not at all to their liking. 

“Washington hopes this would encourage China to 
restrain North Korea in the future,” he wrote. 
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7. George Washington Celebrates 150,000 Safe Arrested Landings 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 13 JUN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class William Pittman, USS George Washington Public 
Affairs 

USS GEORGE WASHINGTON, At Sea -- The U.S. 
Navy's forward-deployed aircraft carrier USS George 
Washington (CVN 73) celebrated a significant milestone in 
the ship's history, June 13. 

George Washington conducts more daily flight sorties and 
recoveries than any other aircraft carrier in the fleet, allowing 
the ship to conduct its 150,000th safe arrested landing since its 
commissioning July 4, 1992. 

"Because we are part of the forward-deployed naval force, 
we reached this milestone faster than most carriers," said Lt. 
Chris Denton from Angleton, Texas, George Washington's 
arresting gear branch officer. "We launch more aircraft and 
have fewer no-fly days than anyone else in the fleet." 

The Sailors who maintain George Washington's arresting 
gear work around-the-clock to ensure that the arresting gear 
cables can safely catch aircraft from its embarked air wing, 
Carrier Air Wing (CVW) 5. 

"Our operational tempo has a heavy impact on the 
arresting gear, and our Sailors that work in the gears are 
feeling it," said Denton. "We fly more than 100 daily sorties, 
and they work tirelessly to ensure that we can conduct our 
operations safely. Say what you will about our catapults, the 
ship can't maintain a warfighter-ready stance without a fully 
functioning arresting gear." 

George Washington's aviation boatswain's mates 
(equipment) work 16-22 hours daily in the arresting gear 
engine rooms, monitoring the gear cables, communicating 
between the gear rooms and the flight deck, and conducting 
daily maintenance. 

"When the wing is not flying, we are still working," said 
Aviation Boatswain's Mate (Equipment) Airman Brittany 

Hearne from Colorado Springs, Colo., one of the Sailors 
working on the arresting gears. "We are constantly doing 
maintenance on our equipment. We have to take readings on 
anything that gets used, and inspect it to make sure that the 
equipment doesn't fall apart to wear and tear." 

Because of the Sailors' busy schedule, the 150,000th 
milestone almost went by unnoticed, said Hearne. "Today was 
just another day for us down in the engine rooms, until we 
heard the number mentioned," said Hearne. "We fly so often 
that it's no surprise that we've hit this 150,000 mark so soon." 

Arresting gear Sailors, along with George Washington 
and CVW 5 senior leadership, attended a cake-cutting 
ceremony in honor of the milestone. 

Lt. Cmdr. Colin Price, from Brandon, Fla., assigned to the 
"Diamondbacks" of Strike Fighter Squadron (VFA) 102, the 
pilot who conducted the 150,000th landing, and Aviation 
Boatswain's Mate (Equipment) 3rd Class Eric Brown, from 
Brigham City, Utah, the engine operator who caught Price's 
aircraft, had the honor of cutting the cake. 

"Because we're so busy, I would've never known about 
this milestone if it hadn't been mentioned to me," said Brown. 
"We catch aircraft day in and day out; we had no reason to 
believe that today was special. This is truly something for the 
history books and something I can pass down to tell my 
children that I took part in something so significant." 

George Washington departed Fleet Activities Yokosuka 
May 26 to begin its 2012 patrol. George Washington and 
CVW 5 provide a combat-ready force that protects and 
defends the collective maritime interests of the U.S. and its 
allies and partners in the Asia-Pacific region. 
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8. Pacific Partnership Siau Concludes With Great Results 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 13 JUN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Kristopher Regan, Navy Public Affairs Support 
Element West 

SIAU, Indonesia -- The third medical civic action project 
(MEDCAP) conducted during Pacific Partnership 2012's 
(PP12) visit to Indonesia came to a successful close June 10 
on the island of Siau. 

The five-day Siau MEDCAP was one of seven medical 
projects the PP12 crew took part in during its 2-week stay in 
Indonesia, providing medical services for thousands of locals. 
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"We treated patients with the help of the host nation's 
physicians and saw a total of 1,745 patients," said Lt. Matthew 
Hitchcock, officer in charge of MEDCAP 3. 

According to Hitchcock, their MEDCAP saw 415 adult 
patients, 230 pediatric patients, 225 dental patients and 880 
eye patients, with the optometry team passing out about 800 
pairs of sunglasses and close to 700 prescription glasses. 

"One of the big things we had to offer was optometry," 
said Hitchcock. 

"We were able to screen for eye diseases and also give out 
prescription glasses to help with vision." 

The dental crew also committed to the task with a full-
force effort. 

Using a team of two Australians, three non-governmental 
organizational members from the University of California San 
Diego Pre-dental Society, two U.S. service members and two 
translators, the dental professionals extracted hundreds of 
problem teeth to the relief of their patients. 

"We averaged about 50 to 60 patients a day and primarily 
performed teeth extractions," said Lt. Cmdr. David Allen, U.S. 
Navy dentist. 

"We did have X-ray capabilities which helped us a lot 
with the extractions," said Allen. 

"We were able to do an exam on everyone; we were able 
to do a fluoride treatment on everyone and also performed X-
rays on about 40 percent of those we saw." 

The dental team also had a dental hygienist on-hand to 
perform cleanings and taught general dental hygiene to the 
patients who attended the MEDCAP. 

"They were very grateful for what we were able to do; we 
had a lot of smiles and a lot of hugs from our patients which 
was extremely gratifying," said Allen. 

The five-day MEDCAP was an exceptional experience 
for all who were able to attend. 

"It's great, everyone enjoyed coming out here and helping 
out however they could, I think everyone had a great time," 
said Hitchcock. 

"All my physicians said working with the local doctors 
was the best part, the local doctors taught us way more than 
we taught them." 

PP12 will take part in similar projects in the upcoming 
mission ports of Philippines, Vietnam and Cambodia. 

Now in its seventh year, Pacific Partnership is an annual 
U.S. Pacific Fleet event U.S. military, host and partner 
nations, non-governmental organizations and international 
agencies designed to build stronger relationships and disaster 
response capabilities in the Asia-Pacific region. 

A Record Breaking Day For Pacific Partnership 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 13 JUN 12) Mass 

Communication Specialist 3rd Class Clay M. Whaley, Navy 
Public Affairs Support Element West 

SANGIHE, Indonesia -- Members of the Pacific 
Partnership 2012 Surgical team broke the record for total 
surgeries performed in a single day aboard Military Sealift 
Command hospital ship USNS Mercy (T-AH 19), June 12. 

The surgical procedures include cataract, thyroid, 
corroded and facial gland, and orthopedic bone cases. 

"This is a perfect example of what Pacific Partnership is 
all about," said Cmdr. Matthew Provencher, director for 
Surgical Services aboard Mercy. "It shows the ability of those 
involved to come together to achieve world-class surgical care 
for the host nation." 

Six members of the Indonesian National Army (TNI) 
worked with Mercy's medical team to make the achievement 
possible. 

"It's amazing how people who speak different languages 
and work in different operating rooms around the world are 
able to provide meaningful care to help change the lives of 
these patients who we are fortunate enough to care for," said 
Provencher. 

Now in its seventh year, Pacific Partnership is an annual 
U.S. Pacific Fleet humanitarian and civic assistance mission 
that brings together U.S. military personnel, host and partner 
nations, non-government organizations and international 
agencies to build stronger relationships and develop disaster 
response capabilities throughout the Asia-Pacific region. 

View Pacific Partnership YouTube Playlist (29 Videos) 
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9. Ponce's Refit Team Recognized For Outstanding Performance 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 13 JUN 12) ... James Marconi, Military Sealift Command Public Affairs 

NORFOLK -- Rear Adm. Mark H. Buzby, commander, 
Military Sealift Command (MSC), recognized 82 MSC 
military and civilian employees with commendations for their 
role in refitting USS Ponce (AFSB(I)-15) during a ceremony, 
June 12, on Naval Station Norfolk. 

Ponce, formerly an amphibious transport dock ship, was 
refitted by MSC in approximately five months as an interim 
Afloat Forward Staging Base and deployed June 1 to U.S. 
Central Command. 

Adm. John C. Harvey, Jr., commander, U.S. Fleet Forces 
Command, and Rear Adm. David M. Thomas, Jr., 
commander, Naval Surface Force Atlantic (SURFLANT), 
concurrently presided over the ceremony with Buzby. Of MSC 
uniformed Navy personnel receiving awards, two were 
awarded the Navy and Marine Corps Achievement Medal. 
Eighteen MSC civilian personnel were given letters of 
commendation, and 62 others were awarded letters of 

appreciation. Additional Fleet Forces and SURFLANT 
personnel also received recognition for their achievements. 

All personnel honored during the ceremony were 
presented with plaques incorporating a small piece of wood 
dunnage planking used aboard Ponce before its refit. They 
also received mugs emblazoned with Ponce's crest, which 
were donated by Rear Adm. Brian LaRoche, deputy 
commander, MSC. 

Ponce's quick conversion to an AFSB(I), with major work 
occurring February 13 to April 15 at MHI shipyard in Norfolk, 
represents a true success story for MSC and the Navy, Harvey 
said during his remarks. 

"The work done by the individuals recognized today was 
key to giving Ponce a second life and provided significant 
savings for taxpayers. We are very proud of what you have 
accomplished and are here to formally thank you for your 
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contribution to our Navy, and to the men and women that 
deployed on USS Ponce," said Harvey. 

Once in theater, Ponce will support mine counter-measure 
and coastal patrol ships, and aircraft operations. The ship also 
has the capability to provide flexible support as needed for 
embarked detachments of personnel when requested by U.S. 
Central Command and U.S. 5th Fleet. 

To perform its new role, Ponce's bridge equipment and 
navigation sensors were replaced with modern automated 
systems to support reduced crewing by 152 of MSC's civil 
service mariners (CIVMAR), who navigate, operate and 
maintain the ship. Ponce is also crewed by 55 uniformed Navy 
personnel; the combined CIVMAR and Navy crew is 
commanded by a Navy captain. Additional modifications 
included overhauling Ponce's main propulsion boilers; 

cleaning the ship's main and auxiliary condensers; overhauling 
other existing ship's equipment; and refurbishing the galley 
and berthing spaces. 

"Refitting USS Ponce from an LPD to an interim afloat 
forward staging base in five months required significant 
dedication from the MSC team members we recognized," 
Buzby said. "Thanks to the efforts of our people, Ponce got 
underway on schedule. I couldn't be prouder that once again, 
MSC delivered." 

MSC operates approximately 110 non-combatant, civilian 
mariner-crewed ships that replenish U.S. Navy ships, conduct 
specialized missions, strategically preposition combat cargo at 
sea around the world, and move military cargo and supplies 
used by deployed U.S. forces and coalition partners. 
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10. Seabees Partner With Squadron, Train Afghan Engineers 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 13 JUN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Michael Scichilone, Naval Mobile Construction 
Battalion 7 Public Affairs 

KANDAHAR, Afghanistan -- U.S. Navy Seabees with 
Naval Mobile Construction Battalion 7 recently partnered with 
the U.S. Air Force's 443rd Air Expeditionary Advisory 
Squadron to train and instruct Afghan engineers at the 
Kandahar Air Wing on Kandahar Airfield. 

The training focused on instructing Afghan air force civil 
engineers on how to be self-reliant and confident in 
completing construction projects. 

"This project serves as a starting point to an enduring 
partnership that provides technical expertise and assists with 
developing the construction skills for Kandahar Air Wing 
engineers while they are simultaneously supporting their local 
mission," said Chattanooga, Tenn., native Lt. Jennifer Elliott, 
a Civil Engineer Corps officer with NMCB 7. 

As part of the training, U.S. forces taught Afghan 
engineers principles of carpentry, welding and construction of 
concrete walls and foundations. NMCB 7's Delta Company 
camp maintenance electricians also built an electrical training 
aid for the engineers to use and learn about interior wiring. 

Elliott said the project went very well, and was a great 
opportunity for the junior Sailors to enhance their leadership 
skills. 

"This project was extremely successful," she said. "They 
were able to work alongside Afghan air force personnel and 
help them take ownership and control of construction 
operations in Kandahar, Afghanistan." 

Elliott also went on to say that the Afghan engineers were 
actively engaged throughout the training evolution and were 
satisfied with their final product. 

When all was said and done, the crew of four Seabees that 
worked with the Afghan engineers put in approximately 1,850 
man-hours, or 232 man-days. On any given day, there were 
eight to 22 Afghan engineers present. 

NMCB 7 deployed to the Combined Joint Operations 
Area - Afghanistan, from its homeport of Gulfport, Miss., Jan. 
9, to provide a highly responsive and maneuverable engineer 
force and resources to conduct contingency, mobility and 
general engineering support operations across supported 
commander's lines of operation throughout CENTCOM, to 
improve the operational capabilities of coalition forces. 

NMCB 7, often referred to as the "Magnificent Seven," is 
one of the original 10 Seabee battalions authorized by the 
chief of the Navy's Bureau of Yards and Docks, in 1942, and 
is currently one of nine active naval mobile construction 
battalions in the naval construction force, a military 
engineering force of nearly 17,000 active and reserve 
component Seabees operating worldwide. 

Upon completion of their current deployment, NMCB 7 
will decommission Sept. 30 as part of the fiscal year 2012 
force reduction plan. 
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11. Portuguese Submarine To Make Port Visit In Norfolk 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 13 JUN 12) 

NORFOLK -- A Portuguese submarine will make a port 
visit in Virginia. 

The NRP Tridente arrives at Naval Station Norfolk on 
Friday. The submarine is visiting Norfolk to participate in the 
multi-national Fleet Training Exercise War of 1812, from June 
19 to 29. 

More than 20 ships and aircraft from the U.S., Portugal, 
United Kingdom, Germany, Denmark, Norway, Canada and 
Brazil will be participating in the East Coast exercise. 

The arrival of Tridente will mark the first trans-Atlantic 
crossing of a Portuguese submarine. After departing Norfolk, 
Tridente will head to Groton, Conn. 

The Tridente has a crew of 33 sailors, including seven 
officers, 12 petty officers and 14 seamen. 
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GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
12. Committee Debates Law Of The Sea Treaty With Top Military Officials 
(CSPAN 14 JUN 12) 

WASHINGTON, D.C. -- The Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee will devote the day listening to top government 
officials explain the Law of the Sea Convention, a United 
Nations (UN) treaty governing international waterways. The 
U.S. is the only major country that has not ratified the treaty. 

The morning hearing will focus on the perspective of the 
U.S. military. Witnesses will include Adm. James Winnefeld 
Jr., Vice Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff; Navy Adm. 
Jonathan Greenert, Chief of Naval Operation; and several top 
naval commanders. 

The afternoon hearing will examine how the law will 
drive related U.S. policy. Former defense officials will provide 
a historic interpretation along with a forward-minded approach 
to implementing the law. Witnesses will include former 
Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld; former Deputy Secretary 
of State John Negroponte; former legal adviser for the State 
Department John Bellinger III; and Heritage Foundation 
policy expert Steven Groves. 

In May, the same committee heard from Secretary of 
State Hillary Clinton and Defense Secretary Leon Panetta. 
Both called for the U.S. participate with other nations and 
cited national security, job creation and oil exploration as 
reasons to join the treaty. 

Committee Chair John Kerry (D-MA) has said that he 
won’t bring up the treaty for a Senate vote until after the 
election, to avoid politicizing the issue. 

Twenty-six Republican senators say they oppose signing 
the treaty because it would undermine U.S. sovereignty. They 
argue that it will restrict military movements and limit the 
ability of the U.S. to gather intelligence within its territorial 
waters. 

Not including the U.S., the Law of the Sea Convention 
has been endorsed by 161 countries and the European Union. 
The treaty was adopted by the U.N in July 1994 and signed by 
President Clinton, subject to ratification. 
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13. In South China Sea, A Surprise Chinese Escort For Indian Ships 
Building navy-to-navy ties is the focus of the Shanghai stop 
(THE HINDU 14 JUN 12) ... Ananth Krishnan 

SHANGHAI -- When four Indian naval ships left the 
Philippines earlier this month headed for South Korea, they 
received an unexpected message. 

“Welcome to the South China Sea, Foxtrot-47,” buzzed a 
People's Liberation Army Navy (PLAN) frigate to the INS 
Shivalik (F47). 

For the next 12 hours, the Chinese warship would provide 
an unscheduled escort to the four Indian vessels. The PLAN 
frigate was aware that the four ships were also going to visit 
Shanghai later in the month during their month-long tour; yet 
that they insisted on providing an escort through what India 
and other countries view as international waters underscored 
for officials how Beijing increasingly views one of the world's 
most important waterways. 

“The tone of the message was welcoming, but was also as 
though we were entering Chinese waters,” said an official who 
did not want to be named. The Chinese ship left the Shivalik's 
side after 12 hours, revealing that it had been instructed to 
move away by the PLAN. 

After port calls in Singapore, Vietnam, the Philippines, 
South Korea and Japan, the four Indian Navy ships arrived 
here on Wednesday, berthing in the famous Shanghai harbour 
under the shadow of the distinct skyline of Pudong, the 
financial district. 

The month-long travels of the four ships, led by the 
indigenously built guided missile stealth frigate Shivalik, have 
reflected India's increasing interest in protecting its maritime 
interests in the Asia-Pacific, coming amid rising tensions 
between China and many of its neighbours over the disputed 
waters and islands of the South China Sea. 

Delayed Policy 
“India's Look East policy was delayed for many years,” 

acknowledged Vice-Admiral Anil Chopra, Flag Officer 
Commanding in Chief of the Eastern Naval Command, who 

came in from India for the port calls in China and Japan, 
signalling the particular importance of the two countries. 

“We were not here extending our hand of friendship to all 
the nations, so some years ago we consciously decided that we 
must participate and cooperate more with all nations to the 
east of India,” he said, describing the visit as “an attempt to 
bring peace and stability to the region to our east.” 

Building navy-to-navy ties with China is the focus of the 
Shanghai stop, which, officials said, marked the biggest-ever 
such exercise with China. Two ships from the eastern fleet 
visited the northern port of Qingdao in 2007, but officials 
viewed the stop in Shanghai, China's most important port city, 
as being of greater significance. 

Both countries will this year hold a first-ever maritime 
dialogue, and have also stepped up coordination in joint anti-
piracy exercises in the Gulf of Aden in the Indian Ocean. But 
renewed tensions in the South China Sea, where Chinese ships 
are in a stand-off with the Philippines at the Scarborough 
Shoal and have had run-ins with Vietnamese vessels, have 
emerged as a new challenge with competing interests over a 
crucial international waterway. 

With the naval ships making ports of call in Vietnam and 
the Philippines — two countries with which China has had 
recent strains — the Vice-Admiral stressed that India's 
“relationships are not at the cost of anybody else” and that 
there were no “specific reasons” for the port calls. India 
supported “freedom of navigation in all waters in the seven 
seas,” he said, and believed bilateral issues between nations 
“should be resolved peacefully as per international law and 
international maritime law.” 

Over four days, he will have talks with the head of the 
Chinese eastern fleet and the Shanghai garrison. “It is only by 
exchange and interaction with each other will we be able to 
get more cooperation, more trust, more friendship between the 
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two nations and their navies,” he said, adding India welcomed 
more Chinese vessels to make visits this year following last 
month's port of call by the PLAN's Zheng He in Kochi. 

New Carrier Next Year 
Asked by a Chinese journalist about on-going trials of the 

new aircraft carrier INS Vikramaditya and whether it would be 
deployed in the Asia-Pacific, the Vice-Admiral said the new 
carrier “will come by next year.” “For an aircraft carrier, by 
virtue of its capability, it does not matter at which side it is 

based because it has a long freedom of action and it can be 
deployed in any place,” he said. 

Rear Admiral P. Ajit Kumar, Flag Officers Commanding 
Eastern Fleet (FOCEF), who led the four ships, hoped four 
days of interactions would be “fruitful” and he had been 
received warmly by the PLAN. “Interactions will enhance 
mutual understanding and friendship,” PLAN Rear Admiral 
Shen Hao told him. “You being here is a friendly statement.” 
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14. Now, A Pan-Indian Ocean Operation For The Navy 
It will deploy ships to Horn of Africa, the Red Sea and the Western Mediterranean for surveillance 
(THE HINDU 14 JUN 12) 

Even as four of its ships from the eastern fleet entered 
Shanghai on Wednesday on a four-day port visit to China, the 
Navy announced its pan-Indian Ocean Region (IOR) 
operations, demonstrating the reach of the country's maritime 
diplomacy. 

According to official sources, INS Savitri is in Port 
Victoria, Seychelles and plans to participate in the national 
day celebrations. Thereafter, it would be deployed for about 
two months to undertake surveillance of the Exclusive 
Economic Zones (EEZ) of Seychelles and Mauritius. 

“The Navy continues to maintain one Dornier aircraft in 
Seychelles to provide aerial surveillance for the EEZ and 
another Dornier has been deployed to meet Maldivian 
requirements of EEZ surveillance and anti-piracy patrol. 

The Navy's support to Mauritius, Maldives and Seychelles 
is being provided in response to requests from their respective 
governments,” the sources said. 

In the Gulf of Aden, INS Tabar continues its deployment 
for convoy escort and anti-piracy patrol. 

The western fleet is all set to deploy four ships to the 
Horn of Africa, Red Sea and the Western Mediterranean under 
the command of Rear Admiral A.R. Karve, Flag Officer 
Commanding of Western Fleet. 

“Such long range deployments, covering the Indian Ocean 
Region and beyond, bear testimony to the blue water 
capabilities and operational readiness of the Navy,” the 
sources said. 

Addressing the recent naval commanders conference, 
Defence Minister A.K. Antony said the country's strategic 
location in the Indian Ocean and the professional capability of 
its Navy “bestows upon us a natural ability to play a leading 
role in ensuring peace and stability in the Indian Ocean 
Region.” 
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15. Tehran Hardens Nuclear Stance 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 14 JUN 12) ... Farnaz Fassihi 

Iran's chief nuclear negotiator said Iran wouldn't 
compromise on its right to enrich uranium, casting doubts on 
whether the country could reach a deal during talks with 
international powers in Moscow this month. 

Saeed Jalili, the negotiator, updated lawmakers in Iran's 
parliament on Wednesday over the status of the country's 
nuclear talks, in a speech that was aired live on radio and 
published by official media. 

Mr. Jalili's narrative of several rounds of nuclear talks 
dating to last year suggested a hardening of Iran's position. 
The diplomat, who represents the views of Supreme Leader 
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, dismissed a suspension of uranium 
enrichment, a central demand of the international powers. 

The diplomat said Iran had recently threatened to pull out 
of the talks if they only focus on the nuclear issue and don't 
address Iran's other concerns such as human rights in Bahrain 
and piracy in the Persian Gulf. 

He said Tehran only changed its mind after Catherine 
Ashton, the European Union's Foreign Secretary, called him 
Monday to reassure him Iran's concerns were on the table. 

Mr. Jalili also suggested the West was conducting a 
colonial war against Iran to keep it from scientific 
advancement. "The Islamic Republic's nuclear program and 
nuclear energy is based on our legitimate rights and it's a 
symbol of our resistance and progress," he told parliament. 

He added that the West's opposition to Iran's nuclear 
program stemmed from "fear that the Islamic Republic could 
serve as a role model for progress and defiance in other 
countries." 

Iran is scheduled to resume talks with the five permanent 
United Nations Security Council members and Germany in 
Moscow on Monday and Tuesday. The meetings will mark the 
third round of negotiations this year after two others in 
Istanbul in April and Baghdad in May. 

Amid high expectations, those talks were ultimately 
regarded as unproductive and both Iran and the international 
community only agreed to keep negotiating. 

The talks come ahead of plans by the EU to impose a full 
embargo on Iranian oil exports on July 1 and amid suggestions 
by Israel that it could conduct a military strike against Iran's 
nuclear program if diplomacy fails. 

Japan, looking to secure a steady energy supply, is 
pressing the EU to loosen its pending sanctions, which would 
prohibit European firms from insuring Japan's imports of 
Iranian oil after July 1, said people familiar with the effort. 

The EU's views on the state of talks with Iran appear to be 
divided. Some EU diplomats say the coming talks risked 
collapse, while others said talks would likely continue for 
some time. 

"It's not about a breakthrough or no breakthrough, it's 
about the level of serious engagement which will lead 
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eventually to a breakthrough," said a senior diplomat. "We are 
very much determined to pursue this process as long as there 
is momentum to pursue it and as long as there is commitment 
[from Iran] to pursue the nuclear issue in substance." 

Russian's Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov traveled to 
Tehran on Wednesday to discuss the coming talks, as well as 
other regional issues such as Syria, meeting with his 
counterpart Ali Akbar Salehi. 

Mr. Lavrov didn't give details of his meetings but said the 
"Iranian side is interested in coming up with solutions" to 
settle the standoff. 

Russia and China are seen as the most sympathetic 
countries toward Iran among the Security Council members. 

The six-nation negotiating group says it is concerned that 
Iran is developing nuclear weapons and has demanded that 

Iran suspend its current practice of enriching uranium to 20% 
purity. Nuclear weapons require an approximate 90% 
enrichment level, but nuclear experts say the most extensive 
technical work is required in the earlier stages—moving to 
20% purity from 3.5% levels. 

Iran insists that the intention of its nuclear program is for 
obtaining peaceful energy and medical advancements. Iran 
had indicated that it might consider reducing enriched uranium 
to below 5% if the international community would ease the 
economic sanctions that are crippling its economy. 

But Western countries say they won't lift sanctions now 
and worry that Iran might be stalling talks to buy time for its 
nuclear program. 
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16. Setbacks For New Russian Fighter Plane In India 
(RIA NOVOSTI 14 JUN 12) ... Konstantin Bogdanov 

Anatoly Isaikin, head of Rosoboronexport, Russia’s state 
arms exporter, was once again forced to address the string of 
setbacks plaguing Russian arms manufacturers in India over 
the past 12 months. This includes the long-suffering Mikoyan-
Gurevich MiG-35 fighter, whose future on the domestic and 
foreign markets remains unclear. 

“The situation with these tenders has nothing to do with 
any systemic problems,” Isaikin told the Vedomosti 
newspaper. “To my mind, the MiG-35 fighter plane has lost 
the tender in India because it was not mass-produced. At the 
same time, French and U.S. companies were able to submit 
their production versions,” Isaikin added. 

Some time ago, India announced its Medium Multi-Role 
Combat Aircraft (MMRCA) tender for the purchase of 126 
multi-role medium fighters, which should completely replace 
the rundown MiG-21 Fishbed fighter planes used by the 
Indian Air Force. 

The tender involved the United States with its Lockheed 
Martin F-16IN Super Viper and Boeing F/A-18E/F Super 
Hornet fighter planes; France with its Dassault Rafale fighter; 
the European Aeronautic Defense and Space Company 
(EADS) with its Eurofighter Typhoon; Sweden with its Saab 
JAS-39NG Gripen fighter plane; and Russia with its Mikoyan-
Gurevich MiG-35 Fulcrum-F fighter. The tender’s results 
were announced in the winter of 2012, with the contract going 
to Dassault Rafale. 

Initial deliveries were estimated at almost $11 billion. It’s 
not for nothing that the media referred to this as “the mother 
of all tenders." Having opted for Dassault Rafale, India will 
not be able to buy the 126 warplanes for this sum. Analysts 
note that either purchasing volumes will have to go down or 
the contract’s end price will reach $16-18 billion. 

Causes Of The MIG-35’s Setbacks 
Explaining the MiG-35’s setbacks by citing the fact that it 

is not mass-produced is a stretch. Although the Dassault 
Rafale fighter is currently being mass-produced, it had failed 
to win all recent tenders. It has only flown with the French Air 
Force pending the results of the MMRCA tender. 

Leaving aside for the moment the Indian principles of 
diversifying supplies and striking balance among the main 
market investors, which are regarded as sacred and 
indisputable by Indian generals, let’s assume that this Russian-

made fixed-wing aircraft fits into the concept guiding New 
Delhi’s military contracts. 

In its time, India had ordered two virtually non-
production warplanes from Russia – first, the Sukhoi Su-30K 
Flanker-C and then the Su-30MKI Flanker-H. Both fighters 
eventually struck gold during Russian military aircraft exports. 
In the mid-2000s, New Delhi ordered the revamped MiG-29K 
Fulcrum-D carrier-borne fighter. 

It is hard to argue with the fact that aircraft production 
runs and the popularity of specific warplanes with the 
manufacturing country’s air force influence the choice of 
clients during the purchase of foreign weapons systems. As for 
the MiG-35, its specifications and performance, rather than its 
production run, are the main problems. 

The MiG-35 is a descendant of the above-mentioned 
MiG-29K in many respects. India had no qualms about buying 
the MiG-29K. In fact, the Indian Navy has ordered 45 of these 
fighters to date. Of this number, 16 MiG-29Ks have already 
been shipped to India. At any rate, the production MiG-29K is 
not as good as the well-known Su-30MKI, which is quite 
popular in India. 

However, the MiG-35 has been and remains substandard. 
The three MiG-35s being used for demonstration purposes are, 
in fact, a “flying offer” for prospective clients who must 
submit a request for proposal (RFP) in line with specific 
objectives. 

Under the state arms procurement program through 2020, 
the Russian Air Force is to buy an estimated 50 MiG-35 
fighter planes or so. However, the specifications and 
performance of the domestic fighter, due to be adopted by the 
country’s air force, have not been clarified to date. 

The previous high command of the Russian Air Force was 
leery of the very idea of buying these warplanes and the 
possible modernization of operational MiG-29s. So far there is 
no reason to believe that the new Air Force commanders will 
drastically change their approach. 

Some analysts openly claim that the fighter has no future. 
They believe that the MiG-35 is quite expensive, that it has 
numerous drawbacks and an unclear tactical designation. 
Moreover, prospects for its production remain vague against 
the backdrop of the brilliant T-10 fighter family, including the 
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Su-30MKI/MK2 and the Su-35 Flanker-E, whose production 
poses no problems whatsoever. 

Other analysts believe that the MiG-35 has export 
potential but add that the Russian Aircraft Corporation MiG 
should build some of these aircraft for the country’s air force. 
For its part, the Russian Air Force faces numerous internal 
problems, and support for national exports is not among its 
priorities. 

Problematic Growth Model 
All this does not amount to mistakes and failures on the 

part of Rosoboronexport, the Federal Service for Military 
Technical Cooperation or the aircraft industry. The unique 
fates of “non-production” export aircraft, including their 
unexpected successes and setbacks, are a consequence of the 
Russian defense industry’s growth model, which had evolved 
by the late 1990s, and which continues to influence the 
situation. 

For 20 years, the state did not award major long-term 
contracts for the delivery of military products. The Soviet 
defense industry had existed as a highly specialized state 
within a state, even if its enterprises sometimes had to turn out 
civilian products. Devoid of contracts, since 1992 entire 
industries were unable to manufacture weapons systems and 
other military products. Consequently, they lost their 
competitive advantages and proved unable to implement 
modernization programs. 

Exports proved to be the only source of revenues. But this 
implied the frugal reinvestment of the profits obtained, as well 
as cost-effective corporate governance and management. 
Some enterprises were able to assess market trends and to sell 
the most popular Soviet technologies following the break-up 

of the USSR. By so doing they managed to preserve their 
R&D and production potential without suffering any major 
setbacks. 

One can therefore disagree with Anatoly Isaikin because 
this is a system-wide problem. However, this problem has 
nothing to do with the work of Rosoboronexport, which 
should not tackle such issues as industry development 
strategies or those of specific arms production facilities. 

Currently, the government is trying to move away from 
the defense industry’s export-oriented funding model and to 
award more domestic contracts. This process has just been 
launched. The most cost-effective industries, including tactical 
aircraft or helicopter enterprises, signed major contracts two or 
three years ago, and the first products are being delivered to 
the Russian Armed Forces. However, all other enterprises will 
have to boost their production until 2020, the final deadline for 
implementing the state arms procurement program. 

This will at least partially eliminate the need for a nerve-
racking search for foreign clients wishing to buy substandard 
products. Such products are subsequently upgraded with the 
help of advance payments and loans for future projects. 
However, it is foreign clients who dictate the relevant policies 
in such cases. Setbacks seem inevitable in such situations. The 
concerned parties try to provide for such setbacks in any state 
defense contract just to compensate for the losses incurred. 

Well-balanced and regular funding from diversified 
sources, including real-life defense industry conversion, will 
make it possible to calmly implement current and future R&D 
projects, making full use of Russia’s remaining engineering 
potential. 
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PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
17. Navy Alters Evaluation Of Prospective Officers 
(STARS AND STRIPES 14 JUN 12) ... Erik Slavin 

YOKOSUKA NAVAL BASE, Japan — The Navy is 
standardizing the way it evaluates prospective commanding 
officers, to include assessments from peers and subordinates 
for mid-level ship officers, according to an order issued earlier 
this month by Chief of Naval Operations Adm. Jonathan 
Greenert. 

The June 4 instruction makes command leadership school 
mandatory and sets servicewide standards for command 
qualifications that had been left up to the myriad officer 
communities within the Navy. 

The directive comes in the wake of dozens of dismissals 
of commanding officers in recent years. Ten commanding 
officers have been relieved this year for problems ranging 
from mishandling classified materials to extramarital affairs 
and personal misconduct. Another 23 commanders were 
relieved in 2011. 

The biggest change comes within the Navy’s surface 
warfare community, where department heads will be subject to 
a 360-degree evaluation pilot program beginning no later than 
June 2013, according to the instruction. Although details of 
the program have not yet been announced, 360-degree 
evaluations typically include input from subordinates and 
peers, as well as supervisors. 

In 2004, the Surface Warfare Commanders Conference 
agreed to a three-year pilot program for a small percentage of 
its officers, in order to judge whether to implement the idea 
servicewide, according to Navy documents. 

The 360-degree idea has since been used in the Navy as a 
counseling tool, but has not generally factored into decision of 
whether an officer is fit for command. 

The instruction did not discuss whether the evaluation 
could be included during a command screening board. Board 
deliberations are typically kept secret. 

In a 2010 Stars and Stripes story examining the Navy’s 
promotion system, most officers disagreed with the idea of 
having their leadership rated by subordinates, and one master 
chief petty officer said he did not feel he could give an honest 
evaluation without fear of reprisal. 

Retired Capt. Mike Abrashoff, who supported 360-degree 
evaluations, said at the time that consulting subordinates aided 
him when he decided not to recommend his executive officer 
for command. 

“I wanted to make sure I was seeing it from every angle,” 
said Abrashoff, who commanded the USS Benfold and now 
works as a corporate consultant and author. “Nobody knows 
the effect of leadership on a crew better than a command 
master chief.” 
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The pilot 360-degree evaluation program will be assessed 
for effectiveness in 2014, according to the instruction. 

Greenert’s instruction also requires commanders who 
recommend executive officers for command to explain their 
decisions in detail within an official certification — a move 
that could later raise questions about that commander’s 
judgment, should the executive officer later be relieved. 

The instruction requires the commanding officer making 
the recommendation to “discuss the executive officer’s 
demonstrated leadership performance, personal behavior both 
on and off duty, and other professional characteristics” as part 
of the certification. 
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18. MCPON Sends Hospital Corpsman Birthday Message 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 13 JUN 12) ... Master Chief Petty Officer of the Navy Rick D. West 

WASHINGTON -- Master Chief Petty Officer of the 
Navy (MCPON)(SS/SW) Rick D. West released the following 
Hospital Corpsman birthday message to the fleet June 13. 

"Shipmates, 
June 17, 2012, marks the 114th Hospital Corpsman 

birthday. From their beginnings in the Continental Navy to 
today's Overseas Contingency Operations, Corpsmen have 
served in every major battle, performing courageously on the 
front lines and assisting their fellow warriors in any way 
possible. 

You are an exceptional group of men and women, whose 
dedication to duty and willingness to put others before self is 
evident throughout your heroic history. Loblolly Boy, 
Bayman, Doc ... the name may have changed several times, 
but the pride and professionalism have remained constant. 
Whether you are providing top-notch healthcare at home, 

underway and abroad, or life-saving treatment on the 
battlefield, you are a vital part of our Navy and Marine Corps 
team. 

To the thousands of Hospital Corpsmen who serve our 
great Navy, I am extremely proud of each and every one of 
you for answering the call to duty and for your benevolent 
service to those in your care. I have seen firsthand that you 
take your Hospital Corpsman's pledge to heart and "hold the 
care of the sick and injured to be a privilege and a sacred 
trust." 

Thank you for all that you do in providing outstanding 
medical support and treatment for our Sailors, Marines, 
families and retirees. Happy birthday Navy Corpsmen ... 
you're making a difference every day as you have been your 
last 114 years. 

HOOYAH Warrior Docs! 
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19. Proposed Changes To GI Bill Focus On Preparing Veterans For College 
(STARS AND STRIPES 13 JUN 12) ... Leo Shane III 

WASHINGTON — Another year, another major overhaul 
for veterans’ GI Bill benefits. 

Lawmakers and veterans groups are again pushing for 
improvements to the post-9/11 GI Bill, a 3-year-old benefit 
that was itself a dramatic update to the traditional post-military 
education offerings. 

The benefit allows any veteran with at least three years’ 
service since late 2001 to complete a four-year degree 
program at state public colleges free of charge. It also includes 
a monthly living stipend and provisions to transfer unused 
education funds to veterans’ spouses or children. 

Department of Veterans Affairs officials said more than 
720,000 veterans and dependants have used the program to 
attend college over the last three years, at a cost of more than 
$18 billion. Roughly 590,000 post-9/11 GI Bill students are 
expected to be in university classrooms this fall. 

Unlike past years, where the benefit changes have mainly 
focused on adjustments to the payout rates and rules, this 
summer’s proposals focus on providing better resources to 
veterans before classes start. 

Veterans advocates have lobbied for more pre-college 
counseling for veterans to inform them of schooling options 
and post-graduation job prospects. A measure by Sen. Frank 
Lautenberg, D-N.J, would require the VA to provide 
vocational counseling to any college-bound vet before they 
enroll, unless they opt out. Such counseling is currently 
available but few veterans have taken advantage of it. 

Curtis Coy, deputy VA undersecretary for economic 
opportunity, said department officials are concerned that 
mandating the counseling could overwhelm existing programs. 
Only about 6,500 veterans used those services last year. 

But officials advocates said the counseling is critical to 
help students make better decisions about where to attend 
school, especially in light of strong marketing pushes from 
for-profit colleges that can cost veterans thousands of dollars 
in tuition costs beyond what is offered by the GI Bill. 

Other measures would establish a central clearinghouse 
for benefits complaints or abuses, provide more information 
on eligible programs and schools, and tighten controls over 
what courses can qualify for the veterans education benefit. 

House lawmakers have proposed similar measures, but 
it’s unlikely any will be passed before the November 
elections. 

Senate Veterans Affairs Committee chairwoman Patty 
Murray, D-Wash., said she hopes a larger GI Bill overhaul 
package, including some of these initiatives, can be put 
together later this year, but lawmakers from both parties have 
been pessimistic about the possibility of any legislative action 
before the November elections. 

In April, President Barack Obama issued an executive 
order designed to offer more protection to veterans’ education 
benefits by limiting college recruiters’ access to military 
bases, forcing colleges to provide graduation rates and student 
debt information, and prohibiting institutions from using the 
term “GI Bill” in their veterans outreach efforts. 
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20. Pentagon Chief Orders Review Of Mental Diagnoses 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 13 JUN 12) ... Donna Cassata 

WASHINGTON— Defense Secretary Leon Panetta said 
Wednesday he has ordered all branches of the military to 
conduct an extensive review of mental health diagnoses amid 
criticism of how the services treat the men and women 
suffering the invisible wounds of the long wars in Iraq and 
Afghanistan. 

Under questioning from a Senate panel on Wednesday, 
Panetta disclosed that he had asked the Air Force and Navy, 
which includes the Marine Corps, to follow the lead of the 
Army in launching an independent study of how it evaluates 
soldiers with possible post-traumatic stress disorder. Panetta's 
answer marked the first time that the Pentagon chief had said 
publicly that he had requested the review by all the services. 

The Army review was prompted in part by reports that the 
forensic psychiatry unit at Madigan Army Medical Center at 
Joint Base Lewis-McChord in Washington state may have 
reversed PTSD diagnoses based on the expense of providing 
care and benefits to members of the military. In recent years, 
the number of PTSD and traumatic brain injury cases has 
increased significantly as the Iraq war drew to a close after 
nearly a decade and the Afghanistan conflict enters its second 
decade. 

At the Senate hearing, Democratic Sen. Patty Murray of 
Washington state reminded Panetta that the Army was 
conducting a sweeping review and asked why the Defense 
Department had not taken the lead. 

"Senator, we are. What I've asked is the other service 
chiefs to implement the same approach that the Army's taken 
here," Panetta responded. 

The Pentagon chief said he was not satisfied with the 
military's handling of the cases and promised it would do 
better. 

"There are still huge gaps in terms of the differences in 
terms of how they approach these cases and how they 
diagnose the cases and how they deal with them, and frankly, 

that's a whole area we have to do much better on," Panetta 
said. 

The Pentagon has asked Jonathan Woodson, the assistant 
secretary of defense for health affairs, to oversee the review. 
The study will cover mental health diagnoses dating to 2001. 

Murray described the pain of talking to a soldier who was 
diagnosed with PTSD. 

"His family was working with him, and then when he 
went to the disability evaluation system, was told he was a liar 
or malingerer. He was taken out of it and he went out in the 
civilian world not being treated. That's a horrendous offense," 
said Murray, a member of the Appropriations Committee who 
also heads the Veterans Affairs Committee. 

Earlier this year, Murray said that more than 40 percent of 
the cases since 2007 that involved candidates for retirement 
had been overturned. She said that of the 1,680 patients 
screened at Madigan, more than 690 had been diagnosed with 
post-traumatic stress disorder. The psychiatric team there 
reversed more than 290 of those diagnoses. 

Murray said last month that more than 100 service 
members had their PTSD diagnosis returned after a review at 
the facility at Madigan. 

The Army review, which will serve as the model for the 
other services, will examine how well soldiers can participate 
in the system that assesses their ability to receive medical 
retirements, including whether the appeal process is adequate 
and whether any nonmedical factors may affect the diagnosis. 

The Army inspector general also is trying to determine if 
psychiatrists overturn PTSD diagnoses to save money. The 
evaluations are the key first step in determining soldiers' 
disability benefits. 

Earlier this year, the case of a U.S. soldier suspected of 
killed 16 Afghan civilians brought fresh attention to the strains 
of war and how it affects members of the military. 
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21. Navy To Award $49 Million For Faster Pill-Dispensing System 
(NEXTGOV 13 JUN 12) ... Bob Brewin 

The Navy plans to award a contract this summer worth as 
much as $49 million for a new pharmacy automation system 
to speed pill dispensing at 25 high-volume prescription 
locations, a top Navy pharmacist told Nextgov. 

Capt. Edward Norton, the pharmacy specialty leader in 
the Navy Bureau of Medicine, or BuMed, said the new system 
will dovetail with the service’s existing pharmacy information 
systems and with a new pharmacy information management 
system planned for the Defense and Veterans Affairs 
departments’ integrated electronic health record. 

Pharmacy automation systems currently installed at Navy 
hospitals date back to 2003 and are outmoded, Norton said. 
Those systems were provided by a partnership of Parata 
Systems and McKesson. In its September 2011 request for 
proposals for the new pharmacy automation system, the Navy 
said its existing AccuMed pill counting systems will approach 
“end-of-life” status this September and will no longer have 
vendor support. 

Navy hospitals previously acquired their pharmacy 
automation systems individually while the new contract calls 

for central acquisition and management to provide the service 
with a standard system through the five-year, indefinite-
delivery and indefinite-quantity contract, Norton said. 

The new automation system will be installed in outpatient 
pharmacies with a volume of 100,000 prescriptions a year, he 
added. 

Timothy Ward, deputy director of program analysis and 
evaluation at BuMed, said the new systems will go beyond 
simply counting pills and will apply a high degree of 
automation to the process, including pulling data from military 
electronic health records and filling prescriptions by 
dispensing pills into bottles, putting on the bottle cap and 
affixing the label. 

To accomplish these tasks McKesson and another major 
pharmacy automation supplier, ScriptPro, have developed 
massive, computer controlled robotic pill dispensing system 
that can automatically fill hundreds of prescriptions per hour. 

Such high levels of automation require a significant 
investment. The Army had installed 26 ScriptPro systems as 
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of August 2011, each costing $500,000, the website DCMilitary.com reported. 
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22. Legislature Commends Outgoing Navy Assistant Secretary Pfannenstiel 
(PACIFIC NEWS CENTER (GUAM) 14 JUN 12) ... Kevin Kerrigan 

GUAM -- The Guam Legislature this morning [ 
Thursday] presented a resolution "recognizing and 
commending" outgoing Assistant Navy Secretary Jackalyne 
Pfannenstiel. 

Resolution #448 was presented to Joint Guam Program 
Office Forward Director Navy Capt. Daniel Cuff who 
accepted on behalf of Pfannenstiel. Pfannenstiel has been 
overseeing the Guam buildup. Last week she announced her 
resignation for health reasons. The resignation becomes 
effective at the end of this month. 

The resolution was introduced by the Legislature's 
Buildup Committee Chair Senator Judi Guthertz. It was co-
sponsored by all of the 14 other Guam Senators. 

The resolution recognizes Pfannenstiel "for her unique 
accomplishments and the outstanding performance of her 
duties at the helm of the U.S. Navy's Energy, Installation and 
Environmental Initiative, including oversight" of the Guam 
Buildup. 

It also extends "Un Dangkolo Na Si Yu'os Ma'ase" to 
Pfannenstiel and conveys the Legislature's "best wishes" to 
Pfannenstiel "for her future efforts on behalf of the United 
States and its defense interests." 

View Resolution #448 (PDF) 
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23. Shot In The Dark 
Blinded Sailor aims for Paralympic Games in London 
(MSNBC 13 JUN 12) ... Bill Briggs 

Lt. Brad Snyder slices through the watery warmth with 
powerful movements and methodical rhythm. Each arm stroke 
is tallied, each breath measured as he glides forward in a 
sharp, precise line. He knows that a coach is watching, that a 
big clock is ticking, that a concrete wall is looming. 

He sees none of it. 
But away from the hard edges and surprise bumps of his 

dark, new world, Snyder senses, finally, he is gaining some 
serious ground. 

“In the pool, I feel efficient, comfortable, like I know 
what I’m doing. Such an amazing feeling,” he said. 
“Everything else, I’ve had to figure out all over again — like 
being a child again, and you suck at everything. It’s so 
refreshing to be good at something.” 

Blinded last September by a dirt-cloaked bomb in an 
Afghan ditch, Snyder, 28, slowly is creating a fresh vision for 
a life once blazed at high speeds and even higher tension. The 
former bomb defuser is, for now, interning at a Baltimore 
software company, staying at a corporate apartment and 
navigating with a cane. He also is logging 4,000 yards per day 
at a local pool and — this week — dreaming of London. 

On Thursday, Snyder competes at the U.S. Paralympic 
Swimming Trials in Bismarck, N.D., aiming to capture one of 
the 14 spots allotted for American male swimmers. A quick 
time in the 400 meter freestyle — about 4 minutes, 48 
seconds, he and his coach estimate — will earn him a ticket to 
Great Britain this summer for the Paralympics, an 
international sports festival for disabled athletes held after the 
closing of the London Summer Games, using the Olympic 
venues. 

No Sure Thing 
Based on his practice times, Snyder believes he has strong 

shot at hitting — or nearing — his 4:48 goal on Thursday. 
“I’m very hesitant to say,” Snyder said. “I don’t want to 

jinx myself.” 
Snyder is quick to emphasize, as well, that he is in no way 

a lock to make the American team. Unlike the U.S. Olympic 
swimming trials, where roster slots are handed to swimmers 

who win their designated distances at that critical meet, 
Paralympic spots are determined by how a swimmer’s 
personal best ranks against the top international times 
recorded since Jan. 1, 2011 at that distance — and within each 
disability category. That’s literally a world of pressure: the 
Navy officer versus the best blind swimmers on the planet. 

One byproduct of the wars in Afghanistan and Iraq is a 
deeper talent field among American Paralympic hopefuls. 
Consequently, the competition to make Team USA is tighter 
in 2012 compared to prior years. About 220 athletes will 
comprise the 2012 U.S. Paralympic team roster bound for 
London. About 15 percent of them (roughly 33 men and 
women) will be military veterans and active-duty soldiers — 
most of those in track and field, said Beth Bourgeois, associate 
communications director for U.S. Paralympics. 

At the 2008 Summer Paralympics in Beijing, Team USA 
sent 16 athletes with military backgrounds, spanning 
wheelchair rugby, wheelchair tennis, track, rowing, archery, 
sitting volleyball, and cycling. Just one was a swimmer. 

Finding His Groove 
“Part of getting an injury like this is the idea that you’ve 

lost a part of you, and now you are — for lack of a better word 
— weird. I can’t do things the way I used to do,” Snyder said. 
“It’s a hard hit to your confidence, a hard hit to who you are. 
So being able to excel at something, to do it very well, is huge 
in gaining your confidence back, and gaining back that piece 
of you that you lost.” 

It’s quite natural, actually, for Snyder to dive into the 
water to find himself. Back in his hometown of St. Petersburg, 
Fla., his father first coaxed him into a pool at a young age, 
back when Snyder’s smarts left him bored with schoolwork, 
often too chatty in class, and perhaps a bit directionless. 

“Brad was a little bit of a trouble maker when he was a 
kid and our dad was just looking for something for Brad to put 
some energy into, instead of just wandering on his own,” 
recalled Mitchell Snyder, the Navy officer’s 25-year-old 
brother. 
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At first, the rigid discipline of swimming intrigued Brad 
Snyder. Soon, the sport consumed him. In high school, he 
helped his team capture conference and district 
championships, finishing second in the state of Florida during 
the 2000 and 2001 seasons. 

But his dad, Michael, had other lessons waiting for the 
oldest of his four children. The father routinely preached 
motions such as “leave something better than you found it” 
and “everything is about service to something bigger than 
yourself.” Snyder remembers how his father once spied a stray 
hamburger wrapper drifting through a McDonald’s parking 
lot. He instructed his son to pick it up simply because it was 
the proper thing to do. 

Those bits of parental wisdom ultimately inspired Snyder 
to seek to serve his country. He applied for an appointment to 
the Naval Academy. The coaches there were equally interested 
in the talented prep swimmer. Snyder was accepted in the fall 
of 2001 and by late 2002 he was swimming for Navy. 

American Bad Ass 
His initial pool style in college matched his high-octane 

personality: Storm off the blocks as hard and fast as possible 
and dare the other swimmers to try to keep up. He didn’t know 
how to pace himself — in the water or when it came time to 
choose a Navy career following his 2006 graduation. For 
active duty, he opted to become an explosive ordinance 
disposal officer, or EOD. Defusing bombs appealed to his 
problem-solving nature, and the job allowed him, 
occasionally, to swim. 

In Iraq and Afghanistan, where the anti-American weapon 
of choice often was and is an improvised explosive device, 
EODs were in high demand. Snyder was deployed to Iraq in 
October 2008, staying until March 2009. He was redeployed 
to Afghanistan in April last year. 

“The [EODs] are really the front line,” Mitchell Snyder 
said. “They might trip wires. Or, when trying to defuse a 
bomb, it might blow up in their face. Knowing that he was the 
first man to go and check things out really frightened me. His 
uniform had some extra level of protection but there was 
nothing on his face but sunglasses. 

“Every person on his team, from tip to toe, is a bad ass. 
And he fit right in with them.” 

The bomb that took his vision, however, was not one Brad 
Snyder ever saw. While rushing to help two Afghan soldiers 
wounded in an initial IED blast last Sept. 7, Snyder stepped on 
a second, hidden device in an irrigation ditch spanning a farm 
field. 

“My right eye was effectively popped, like a flower 
almost, and there were pieces of fragmentation that had gone 
into my left eye,” Snyder said. His face was burned and 
lacerated from chin to hairline. The rest of his body, however 
was untouched. He had one final moment of vision before the 
world permanently went pitch black. In that second, he looked 
down and saw that his arms and legs were still attached. 

Lucky To Be Alive 
A little more than a week later, at Bethesda Naval 

Hospital near Washington, D.C., doctors told Snyder they 
could do nothing to salvage his sight, not even restore a faint 
sense of light. His damaged eyes were surgically removed and 
replaced with prosthetics. 

“I knew the risks I was assuming. I knew I was very 
fortunate to be in that hospital bed and not in a coffin in the 
ground. And I knew I could not control the past,” Snyder said. 

“At that point, I made a decision: OK, so now we move 
forward. How do I start to gain my independence back? How 
do I get to the bathroom? How do I feed myself? Where is the 
fork and spoon? I had to figure out how to eat spaghetti out of 
cup. That was the only way I knew how to eat it. But I was 
adamant: I want to do this myself.” 

By late October, Snyder needed a refuge of sorts from the 
walls he repeatedly smacked with his body and face while 
learning to walk with a cane. He stepped back into a pool and 
swam, pounding out a few hundred meters. 

The water and the strokes felt so natural, so normal, he 
ached to race. He playfully challenged non-competitive 
swimmers — yet opponents who nonetheless could see. He 
beat them. Next, Snyder wanted to take on other blind 
swimmers. The Paralympics, he knew, could offer him that 
chance. In Baltimore, he began training with a coach. He 
began kicking again. 

“I’m going to show people that I’m not going to let this 
beat me. I’m not going to let blindness build a brick wall 
around me. I am going to find a way forward.” 
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FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
24. Panetta Pleads With Congress To Avoid Deep Cuts 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 13 JUN 12) ... Donna Cassata 

WASHINGTON — Defense Secretary Leon Panetta 
pleaded with Congress Wednesday to avoid the disaster of 
automatic defense cuts even as he criticized lawmakers’ 
affection for protecting aging ships and aircraft. 

Ramping up the pressure, Panetta and Army Gen. Martin 
Dempsey, the chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, painted a 
bleak picture of the military and its power if the across-the-
board reductions, known as “sequestration,” go into effect 
beginning Jan. 2. 

The Pentagon would face cuts of about $500 billion in 
projected spending over 10 years on top of the $492 billion 
that President Barack Obama and congressional Republicans 
already agreed to in last summer’s deficit-cutting budget. 

Dempsey said the cuts would mean fewer troops, the 
possible cancellation of major weapons and the disruption of 
operations around the world. 

“We can’t yet say precisely how bad the damage would 
be, but it is clear that sequestration would risk hollowing out 
our force and reducing its military options available to the 
nation,” Dempsey told the Senate Appropriations defense 
subcommittee. “We would go from being unquestionably 
powerful everywhere to being less visible globally and 
presenting less of an overmatch to our adversaries, and that 
would translate into a different deterrent calculus and 
potentially, therefore, increase the likelihood of conflict.” 

Panetta also confirmed that it is costing about $100 
million per month for the U.S. to send war supplies to 
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Afghanistan through a northern route because Pakistan closed 
key border crossings last November after a U.S. airstrike 
mistakenly killed two dozen Pakistani troops. 

The Associated Press reported in January that the cost 
was about $104 million per month — roughly $87 million 
more than the monthly cost when the cargo moved through 
Pakistan. 

Negotiations between the U.S. and Pakistan to reopen the 
border crossings have dragged on for months, and have stalled 
over disagreements that include new fees and the U.S. refusal 
to issue a formal apology for the incident. The U.S. has said 
only it regrets the deaths. 

Sen. Daniel Inouye, D-Hawaii, chairman of the 
Appropriations Committee, called Dempsey’s description of 
the likely effects of the automatic spending cuts “candid but 
frightening.” 

Panetta said layoffs of civilian employees were possible 
and the cuts were certain to hit military contractors, with a 
possible 1 percent spike in the nation’s unemployment rate. 
The rate ticked up to 8.2 percent in May as the economic 
recovery remains sluggish. 

Dempsey said the billions for war fighters in Afghanistan 
would be subject to the cuts. To avoid that drastic step, the 
Pentagon would look to offset the reductions with cuts in other 
accounts, he said. Defense Comptroller Robert Hale said the 
president could exempt military personnel, but the reductions 
would affect the department’s ability to pay for health care. 

The Pentagon would be facing a 20 percent cut in 
weapons systems, training, equipment — all elements of the 
budget. 

“It was designed as a meat ax,” Panetta said. “It was 
designed to be a disaster. Because the hope was, because it’s 
such a disaster, that Congress would respond and do what was 
right. And so I’m just here to tell you, yes, it would be a 
disaster.” 

Last year’s failure of a congressional bipartisan 
supercommittee to come up with $1.2 trillion in spending cuts 

set in motion the automatic cuts that would slash domestic and 
defense programs by $1.2 trillion over a decade. Republicans 
and Democrats have struggled to come up with a budget to 
avert the cuts, and an answer may not emerge until after the 
November election in a lame-duck session. 

That could prove too late as the fiscal year begins Oct. 1 
and companies that might lay off hundreds or thousands need 
to notify employees 60 days in advance. 

In a message to Republicans and Democrats, Panetta, the 
former House Budget Committee chairman and director of the 
Office of Management and Budget, said all elements of the 
budget must be part of any solution, from entitlement 
programs such as Medicare and Social Security that 
Democrats look to protect to revenue from tax increases that 
Republicans tend to oppose. 

While Panetta appealed to lawmakers for help, he also 
took a swipe at members of Congress who have changed 
Obama’s defense budget request for the next fiscal year. In the 
initial rounds, the House added billions to the budget, 
preserved weapons, ships and aircraft that the Pentagon 
wanted to cut and balked at the reductions in the Army and 
Marine Corps. The Senate Armed Services Committee, in its 
version of the budget, rejected the Pentagon’s proposed cuts in 
personnel and equipment for the Air National Guard. 

“In reversing difficult decisions and restoring funds to 
those areas that achieve necessary savings, Congress risks 
upending the careful balance we sought to achieve in our 
strategy,” Panetta said in his prepared testimony. He added in 
the open session: “There’s no free lunch here. Every low-
priority program or overhead cost that is retained will have to 
be offset in cuts in higher-priority investments in order to 
comply” with last year’s budget agreement. 

He implored members of the Senate Appropriations 
Committee to follow the Defense Department’s budget 
recommendations as it crafts a spending plan for the fiscal 
year beginning Oct. 1. 
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25. DoD Eyes Money Shifts If Sequestration Cuts Hit 
(DEFENSE DAILY 13 JUN 12) ... Emelie Rutherford 

The Pentagon's top officer said yesterday if the defense 
budget is hit with nearly $500 billion in "sequestration" cuts, 
then the military would seek Congress' approval to shift 
funding in its coffers to cover war costs. 

In what was likely his final testimony before Congress on 
the fiscal year 2013 budget, Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff Army Gen. Martin Dempsey suggested the new 
revelation that war funding would be subject to the looming 
long-term sequestration cuts is not sitting well with military 
leaders, who want to shelf those monies. 

The Defense Department said two weeks ago that so-
called Overseas Contingency Operations (OCO) funding for 
war-related activities would be factored in to the potential 
sequestration reductions, even though Defense Secretary Leon 
Panetta said last year they would not. The news came as 
Democrats and Republicans continued to debate how to stop 
the politically unpopular sequestration cuts from starting next 
January. 

Dempsey told the Senate Appropriations Defense 
subcommittee (SAC-D) yesterday that sequestration would cut 

"about $8 billion" of the $88.5 billion in OCO funding the 
Pentagon requested for FY '13--a setup he rejected. 

"We have to fund that," he said. "We'll have to come to 
your for some reprogramming activity to move money from 
(the) base (defense budget) to cover those war-related costs." 

However, Pentagon Comptroller Robert Hale, who 
testified with Dempsey and Panetta at the SAC-D hearing, 
said the Defense Department does not have free reign to 
reprogram funding within its coffers. 

"I would not look at reprogramming as a way to solve this 
problem," Hale told the senators about sequestration and war 
funding. "We have some legal limits, unless you change them, 
on the way we can reprogram. 

And we wouldn't have the authority to offset all of those 
changes, at least not readily in OCO without some major 
changes. So we could do some, but there will be very little 
flexibility if this goes into play or into effect as it's currently 
designed." 

Dempsey, the former Army chief of staff, stressed to the 
sympathetic SAC-D that military leaders would have a hard 
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time making the sequestration cuts of roughly $55 billion a 
year over a decade. 

"A service chief, and I was a service chief, can only go 
back to find this money (in) about three places: training, 
maintenance, and modernization," he said. "That's it. There's 
no magic in the budget at that point. And those three accounts 
will be subjected to all of the cuts mandated by sequestration." 

SAC-D Chairman Daniel Inouye (D-Hawaii) described 
Panetta's description of sequestration cuts to training and 
equipment as "a frightening one." 

Inouye, who also chairs the full Senate Appropriations 
Committee, further expressed concern that the sequestration 
cuts could increase the national unemployment rate by 1 
percent. 

Panetta said he understands that the Defense Department 
"is not a jobs program, it's a program to defend the nation." 
But, he added, "that kind of sequestration cut across the board 
would have a serious impact not only on the men and women 
in uniform but on personnel and the contractors who serve the 
defense establishment." 

Panetta also told the Senate panel the Pentagon will 
submit an omnibus reprogramming request to lawmakers for 
FY '12, which ends Sept. 30. 

"We have some additional needs that have developed 
during fiscal year 2012," Panetta said. The Pentagon wants to 
shift funding it already has to cover the Iron Dome missile 
defense system in Israel, increased fuel costs, more-expensive 
transit routes to Afghanistan, and additional troops in the 
Middle East, he said. 
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26. Pay Attention To Defense Cuts, 2 Congressmen Say 
In San Diego, 30,000 jobs on the line 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 13 JUN 12) ... Jeanette Steele 

Saying that 30,000 jobs in the San Diego economy are in 
peril, two Republican congressmen brought a “listening tour” 
to San Diego Wednesday to focus attention on looming 
defense spending cuts scheduled to start in January. 

Words such as “funding cliff” and “economic bombshell” 
were used at the event moderated by Rep. Duncan Hunter and 
Rep. Randy Forbes, held at the University of San Diego’s 
Shiley Theater. 

The actual term is “sequestration,” and it refers to roughly 
$600 billion in deficit-busting defense cuts expected to start 
next year. One man in the 100-member audience joked that the 
word is probably being used to keep people confused. 

Whatever the reason, Hunter and Forbes said not enough 
attention is being paid, even in San Diego, where 300,000 jobs 
are directly or indirectly tied to defense spending, according to 
local economic statistics. Ten percent of those are reportedly 
in danger under the sequestration scenario. 

“This is something that ought to be in every 
Congressional debate, as we go into the November election. I 
think it’s a fair thing to say, ‘Where do you stand on defense 
cuts, and what’s your proposal to stop them?’” Forbes said. 

The “Defending Our Defenders” tour of town-hall 
meetings was organized by Forbes, a Republican from 
Virginia who sits on the House Armed Services Committee. 
Meetings have already been held in Virginia, Florida and 
Illinois. Next up are Montana, Arkansas and Missouri. 

Hunter, the Alpine Republican who also sits on that 
committee, joined him at the San Diego event. 

While the audience of veterans and business people 
largely seemed supportive of their anti-sequestration message, 
one person, Barry Ladendorf of San Diego Veterans for Peace, 
pointed to research that shows investment in healthcare can 
yield more jobs that spending on defense. 

Hunter responded that defense jobs are important but that 
the bigger issue is keeping national security robust. 

“Other countries don’t do what America says, or get on 
our side, because they like Seinfeld,” Hunter said. “They get 
on our side because we have big, steel warships off of their 
coast.” 

Sequestration is the legacy of the August 2011 Budget 
Control Act, a deal forged in response to partisan battling over 
raising the national debt ceiling. 

It calls for $1.2 trillion in automatic cuts over 10 years, 
split evenly between defense and nondefense spending. 
Reductions are scheduled to start in January, with the 
Pentagon budget reportedly taking a $55 billion hit in the first 
year. 

The cuts, which some are calling catastrophic for national 
security, were triggered by the failure late last year of a so-
called Congressional super committee to reach a deal on a 
deficit reduction plan. 

Separately, the Defense Department is already scheduled 
to slash $492 billion over the coming decade under a budget 
agreement passed last summer. 

The Pentagon has spent the past year warning that 
sequestration could mean possible cancellation of major 
weapons and the disruption of operations around the world. 

"We can't yet say precisely how bad the damage would 
be, but it is clear that sequestration would risk hollowing out 
our force and reducing its military options available to the 
nation," Army Gen. Martin Dempsey, the chairman of the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff, told a Senate subcommittee Wednesday. 

"We would go from being unquestionably powerful 
everywhere to being less visible globally and presenting less 
of an overmatch to our adversaries, and that would translate 
into a different deterrent calculus and potentially, therefore, 
increase the likelihood of conflict." 

While sequestration cuts are already called for in law, 
some in Congress are looking for ways to avoid that scenario 
by offering alternative deficit-cutting plans. 

Some observers predict that a plan may not emerge until 
after the November presidential election.The federal fiscal 
year begins Oct. 1, however, and companies that might lay off 
hundreds or thousands need to notify employees 60 days in 
advance. 

An October report from George Mason University 
predicted that California jobs would be the hardest hit if 
sequestration kicks in, followed by Virginia, Texas and 
Florida. 
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California would to lose 125,800 jobs because of 
reductions in 2013 spending on military equipment, according 
to the report’s calculations. 

However, Rep. Buck McKeon, the Republican chairman 
of the House Armed Services Committee, issued a 

sequestration fact sheet claiming that states that will feel the 
largest pain as a percentage of their economies are Virginia, 
Connecticut, Alabama, Arizona, Maryland, Alaska, Hawaii, 
Wisconsin, Massachusetts and Missouri. 
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27. Navy Official Sees Small Immediate Impact From USS Miami Fire 
Decision still has not been made on submarine’s fate 
(NEW LONDON DAY 13 JUN 12) ... Jennifer McDermott 

In the near term at least, the loss of the USS Miami will 
not greatly impact the Navy’s overall strategy, Under 
Secretary of the Navy Robert O. Work said Wednesday in a 
phone interview with The Day. 

Down the road, if the submarine is scrapped or still out of 
service for repairs from the May 23 fire, the deployment 
schedules for other submarines may change, Work added. 

“We have a requirement for 48 attack boats, and we have 
more than that right now,” he said. 

The under secretary did not name a deadline for when a 
decision will be reached on the sub’s fate. The engineers and 
investigators were told to take the time they need, Work said. 

“We will never, ever put Sailors at risk,” he said. 
The Miami (SSN 755) was in a dry dock at the 

Portsmouth Naval Shipyard for maintenance and upgrades 
when a fire started in a vacuum cleaner at 5:41 p.m. May 23. 
The fire on board burned until 3:30 a.m. the next day and 
caused an estimated $440 million in damages to the Groton-
based sub. 

“Right now, the going assumption is, we’ll repair the 
boat,” Work said. “But we’re right in the early stages of the 
damage assessment.” 

Navy engineers are analyzing the hull to see if the fire 
compromised its integrity. Work said the exhaustive 
engineering assessment will ensure the Navy knows 
everything the fire did to the hull. The boat needs to be 
cleaned out, he said, “then we’ll make a detailed cost estimate 
and work with Congress to determine the best way forward.” 

All of these issues, Work said, will be debated over the 
course of the next year. The Navy’s senior leaders will make a 
recommendation to the under secretary of defense for 
acquisition, technology and logistics. 

Work was in the area Wednesday to host a two-day forum 
on global trends at the U.S. Naval War College in Newport, 
R.I., the capstone academic event for the college’s students, 
who graduate Friday. The keynote speakers and panelists from 
the military, academia and industry discussed decisions on 
national policy, strategy and resource allocation in the context 
of current global trends. 
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28. F-22’s Balky Vests Add Clue In Mystery Of Ailing Pilots 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 14 JUN 12) ... David Lerman and Tony Capaccio 

A potentially faulty pressure vest is the latest clue in a 
yearlong mystery over why Air Force pilots flying Lockheed 
Martin Corp.’s F-22 Raptor keep getting dizzy and 
disoriented. 

Pilots have been instructed to stop using the vest during 
routine flight operations as the Air Force works on a fix, the 
service’s Air Combat Command said yesterday. The vest, part 
of a “G suit” used to help pilots avoid blacking out during 
high- speed maneuvers, “increases the difficulty of pilot 
breathing under certain circumstances,” according to an e-
mailed statement. 

Unable to explain episodes of dizziness, the Air Force is 
looking at everything from the prosaic -- hoses, masks and 
now G suits -- to the top-secret coatings and adhesives used in 
the plane’s radar-absorbing stealth skin that makes it harder to 
track. So far, all the engineers and investigators have come up 
short of a solution to symptoms that include what’s been 
called a “Raptor cough.” 

“The bottom line is we don’t have a single causative 
factor,” Brigadier General Daniel Wyman, the Air Combat 
Command’s surgeon general, said in an interview this week. 

About two dozen pilots and five ground-maintenance 
workers have reported symptoms associated with a lack of 
oxygen. There have been 11 reported incidents since the plane 
resumed flying operations last year after a four-month halt 
because of safety concerns. 

Defense Secretary Leon Panetta imposed new safety 
measures last month that include limiting flight durations and 
speeding the installation of back-up oxygen systems. 

Not Detected 
No oxygen problem was detected before the Raptor was 

declared ready for combat in 2005. 
“I don’t have any ready answers to why we are 

experiencing a serious problem that apparently didn’t surface 
during the supposedly extensive testing the Air Force did,” 
Thomas Christie, who was the Pentagon’s top weapons tester 
from 2001 to 2005, when the plane was in development, said 
in an interview. 

The Pentagon has spent $67 billion buying 188 of the 
supersonic jets, which have never flown in combat. It plans to 
spend $11.7 billion to upgrade the planes at a time when the 
Pentagon is cutting spending after a decade of war in Iraq and 
Afghanistan. 

The Raptor has been called “the most expensive, 
corroding hangar queen ever” by Arizona Senator John 
McCain, the top Republican on the Senate Armed Services 
Committee. 

Back-Up Oxygen 
The oxygen deficiencies promise to require even more 

money to fix. Bethesda, Maryland-based Lockheed Martin, the 
world’s largest defense contractor, won a $19 million contract 
last week for the back-up oxygen supply system. 
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“It really is a conundrum,” said Jeffrey Sventek, executive 
director of the Aerospace Medical Association, whose annual 
conference last month included a briefing by the Air Force on 
the F-22 investigation. 

The Air Force said yesterday that it’s looking at whether 
the equipment donned by F-22 pilots may be restricting their 
ability to breathe. 

“Testing has determined that the upper pressure garment 
increases the difficulty of pilot breathing under certain 
circumstances,” Lieutenant Colonel Edward Sholtis, an Air 
Combat Command spokesman, said in an e-mailed statement. 
“We’re also looking at the layering of other aircrew flight 
equipment as contributing to that difficulty.” 

Flight Suits 
The service is looking in particular at the flight suits, 

worn in combination with the pressure vests, by F-22 pilots at 
Joint Base Elmendorf-Richardson in Alaska and at Joint Base 
Langley-Eustis in Virginia, according to a government official 
briefed on the latest information. 

The official, who spoke on condition of anonymity 
because the investigation is being handled in private, said 
investigators suspect the combination of clothing may be 
restricting a pilot’s ability to expand his chest and take a full 
breath. 

The Air Force isn’t declaring the case solved. 
“The upper pressure garment is not ‘the’ cause of 

physiological incidents, and we still have other variables to 
work through before we can determine what the major factors 
are and how they interact to produce the number of 
unexplained incidents we’ve seen,” Sholtis said. 

The probe focused initially on the plane’s On-Board 
Oxygen Generating System built by Honeywell International 
Inc. Honeywell, based in Morris Township, New Jersey, has 
said the system, which provides enriched oxygen to the pilot, 
is performing as designed. 

‘Common Design’ 
Retired General Gregory Martin, who headed a study of 

the F-22 for the Air Force Scientific Advisory Board, told 
reporters in March that the system “might not produce as 
much oxygen as it would when it was not under G,” or a high 
level of acceleration. Still, he said the oxygen level was “never 
in an area of concern.” 

The oxygen system is “a common design,” Charles Oman, 
a senior research engineer and lecturer who specializes in 
aerospace physiology at the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology in Cambridge, Massachusetts, said in an 
interview. “That’s why everyone was so mystified.” 

Wyman, the surgeon general, said the oxygen system in 
the F-22 is unique because it funnels highly concentrated 
oxygen directly to the pilot, instead of being mixed with air 
from the cockpit. While the F-22 also operates at higher 
altitudes and air speeds than other fighters, Wyman said 
evaluations show its oxygen system “works as advertised.” 

Stealth Skin 
With answers still elusive, critics of the plane such as 

Pierre Sprey say the toxic coatings used for the stealth skin 
may be entering the plane’s air intakes and fouling the oxygen 
flow. 

“That’s the No. 1 candidate,” Sprey, who was an Air 
Force architect of the F-16 fighter and the A-10 ground-attack 
plane in the 1970’s and 1980’s, said in an interview. “There’s 
no candidate that comes closer to filling the bill on the 
evidence.” 

Raptor pilots also have reported suffering from a 
persistent cough and vertigo, symptoms not associated with 
classic hypoxia, or deprivation of oxgyen, Sprey said. 

The stealth coatings theory also may explain why five 
ground-crew technicians also have reported symptoms, even 
though they are never in the air using the oxygen system. 

“This airplane is constantly being reglued, which is why 
the maintenance guys came down with these symptoms,” 
Sprey said. 

No Evidence 
While the Air Force is investigating that theory, it has no 

evidence to support it, Sholtis said. 
“If the stealth coating, adhesives or other materials were 

off-gassing or otherwise leaking contaminants into the pilot’s 
air supply, you would expect to see significant amounts of 
harmful chemicals or other evidence of toxicity” when air 
samples are chemically analyzed, Sholtis said by e-mail. 

“We don’t see the evidence,” he said. “So it’s difficult for 
us to say with any confidence that that kind of contamination 
is occurring.” 

Sventek, a physiologist who ran oxygen chambers for the 
Air Force for decades, said he is skeptical of the stealth-skin 
theory. 

“I would find it hard to believe that once the skin is cured 
that there would be any off-gassing,” or release of toxic gases 
into the air, he said. “That would be a stretch.” 

Levin’s Comment 
Senate Armed Services Committee Chairman Carl Levin 

indicated the Air Force was doing all it could to get to the 
bottom of the oxygen mystery. 

“The long-term modernization programs certainly depend 
on the F-22 being safe for our pilots to fly, but there is no 
reason at this point to believe that the Air Force cannot solve 
this current problem,” Levin, a Michigan Democrat, said in a 
statement. 

The F-22 can be used in combat if needed even with its 
undiagnosed problems, Deputy Defense Secretary Ashton 
Carter said at a May 30 forum in Washington. 

With 11 unexplained incidents out of 12,000 sorties since 
the flight ban was lifted last year, the hypoxia rate remains 
relatively low, Wyman, the surgeon general, said. 

“We have pilots flying daily, and this isn’t happening to 
them,” he said. 
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29. Noisy F-35 Fighter Jet Could Affect Thousands, Study Finds 
(TUCSON (AZ) DAILY STAR 13 JUN 12) ... Carol Ann Alaimo 

Thousands of Tucsonans stand to be affected by higher 
noise levels and lower property values if a new Air Force jet 
eventually is based here, an environmental impact study 
shows. 

The F-35A Joint Strike Fighter would be nearly twice as 
loud as the F-16 jets currently flown out of Tucson 
International Airport by the Air National Guard, the study 
found. 
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Tucson isn't the service's preferred training site for the 
new jet at this point — it's expected to go first to Luke Air 
Force Base near Phoenix — but local military boosters are 
pushing for an eventual presence here, either at TIA or at 
Davis-Monthan Air Force Base. 

AdvertisementThe high-tech, supersonic F-35 — the "A" 
denotes the Air Force version — is due to come into 
widespread use over the next decade or so. It's the scheduled 
replacement for both the F-16s flown at TIA and the A-10 
attack jets based at D-M. 

The Air Force recently wrapped up an environmental 
study that compared Luke with three other potential training 
sites for the F-35, including the Air Guard base in Tucson, 
Holloman Air Force Base in New Mexico and an Air Guard 
base in Boise, Idaho. 

An F-35 presence at TIA would substantially increase the 
number of Tucsonans affected by intrusive jet noise, defined 
as greater than 65 decibels averaged over a 24-hour period. 

The Air Force looked at three Tucson scenarios, with 24, 
48 or 72 new jets based here. The more aircraft, the greater the 
impact on the community, the 1,000-page report stated. 

About 400 people near TIA now are affected by high 
noise levels from current Air Guard operations. That number 
would soar to about 1,900 with 24 new jets, to nearly 4,400 
with 48 jets, and to more than 8,500 with 72 new jets. 

Those opposed to basing F-35s in Tucson say the report 
backs up their contention the city isn't a viable location for the 
high-noise warplane. 

"The F-35 is not suitable to be operated in an urban 
environment where it would fly over densely populated areas," 
said attorney Alan Stein, a Tucson native who lives in the 
Colonia Solana neighborhood. He attended public meetings 
the Air Force held during the environmental review and 
helped draft his neighborhood's statement of opposition. 

Dozens of Tucsonans attended the public meetings, and 
noise was their top concern, the report noted. 

Still, thousands of area residents support basing the 
aircraft here. 

More than 5,000 have joined an online petition set up by 
supporters of the Air Guard's 162nd Fighter Wing, which runs 
the current F-16 operation at the Tucson airport. 

An F-35 presence could bring up to 350 more jobs to 
Tucson, depending on the number of new aircraft. 

Maj. Gabe Johnson, spokesman for the 162nd, said if the 
new jet lands here, the military will work to reduce negative 
impacts on residents. 

"We're very optimistic about our situation," Johnson said. 
Tucson's sunny skies and proximity to training ranges 

make it perfect for pilot training, he said. And with the Air 
Force planning to buy more than 1,700 F-35s, more than one 
training base likely will be needed, he added. 

The noise impact would be greatest in neighborhoods 
north and northwest of the current Air Guard operation, which 
is near East Valencia Road and South Campbell Avenue. 

At Challenger Middle School, on East Elvira Road near 
South Sixth Avenue, the new jets could force students to stay 
indoors. 

Outdoor noise levels at the school would "not (be) 
optimal for regular outdoor activities for children and learning 
activities," the report said. 

Several outdoor recreation sites would be affected, 
including Fiesta Park, Mission Manor Park, Pima County 
Rodeo Grounds, El Pueblo Park and recreation center, Desert 
Vista Park and Bravo Park. 

"Average noise levels would increase at all recreational 
locations surrounding the airfield to some degree," the report 
said. 

During typical operations, the F-35A is about nine 
decibels louder than the F-16s now flown from TIA, it said. 
That represents a near-doubling of perceived noise on the 
logarithmic decibel scale. 

Some home values could dip as a result. 
Studies show each extra decibel of noise can reduce a 

home's worth by about half a percent, the report said. A nine-
decibel increase works out to about a 4.5 percent decline in 
value. 

The Air Force could announce a final decision on the F-
35 training center sometime this summer. 

Read the full environmental impact statement on the F-
35A at www.f-35atrainingeis.com/EisDocument.html. 
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30. Germany, Italy Urge Funding For Missile Program 
(REUTERS 13 JUN 12) ... Andrea Shalal-Esa 

WASHINGTON -- German and Italian officials warned 
U.S. lawmakers on Wednesday that their plans to cut off 
funding for a ground-based NATO missile defense program 
built by Lockheed Martin Corp would endanger U.S. ties with 
their countries. 

Italian Defense Minister Giampaolo Di Paola urged U.S. 
Defense Secretary Leon Panetta to ensure continued funding 
for the Medium Extended Air and Missile Defense System 
(MEADS)program given its importance to NATO's future 
plans and transatlantic cooperation and collaboration. 

German legislator Ernst Reinhard Beck said in a series of 
e letters to U.S. lawmakers that withholding funding for the 
program "undermines the longstanding and trustful MEADS 
partnership" and would risk wasting hundreds of millions of 
euros already invested in the air missile system. 

Three congressional committees have scrapped the 
Obama administration's request for $400 million to complete 
funding for testing of the new missile defense program, which 
is jointly financed by the United States, Italy and Germany. 

Di Paola urged Panetta to intervene with the fourth 
committee, the Senate Appropriations Committee, that must 
still vote on the measure. "We hope and expect that the United 
States would live up to its (Memorandum of Understanding) 
commitment," he said in a copy of the letter obtained by 
Reuters. 

Beck said failure by the U.S. Congress to fund the final 
phase of work on the program would be "perceived by 
Germany as breaking our transatlantic agreement and 
memorandum of understanding." It would mark the first time 
that one of the three partners had terminated a contract and 
endangered their special relationship, he said. 
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"The U.S. Congress must be very aware that a pull-out on 
its final MEADS commitment has broad implications and it 
will have long-term impacts to other multinational cooperative 
projects," Beck said in the letters. 

The unilateral withdrawal from the joint project would 
"probably cause significant financial and national security 
relationship challenge," he wrote. 

Could Harm Relations 
The White House has threatened to veto fiscal 2013 

defense spending bills over the issue. It has warned lawmakers 
that failure to fund MEADS would have negative 
ramifications for U.S. ties to Italy and Germany and "could 
harm our relationship with our Allies on a much broader basis, 
including future multinational cooperative projects." 

MEADS was intended to replace the U.S. Army's aging 
Patriot air and missile defense system and has been in 
development for more than a decade. 

Washington announced last year that it would stop 
funding the program after fiscal year 2013, calling it 
unaffordable in the current budget climate. 

But the Pentagon said it would still fund testing of the 
program in fiscal 2013 to ensure development of a meaningful 
capability for Germany and Italy, and to maintain a future 
option for the United States. 

U.S. lawmakers like Senator John McCain, the top 
Republican on the Senate Armed Services Committee, argue 
that Washington should not spend any more money on a 
missile defense system it no longer intends to use. 

They say Congress told the Pentagon in the fiscal 2012 
defense authorization law to either terminate the program or 
find a way to complete it for the $390 million appropriated for 
fiscal 2012. 
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BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
31. Ships Arrive In Baltimore For ‘Star-Spangled Sailabration’ 
(WJZ CBS BALTIMORE 13 JUN 12) ... Jessica Kartalija 

BALTIMORE—Huge crowds gather downtown as tall 
ships from all different counties sail into Baltimore waters. 
The impressive sight is part of the Star-Spangled Sailabration. 
It’s just the start of a weeklong commemoration of the War of 
1812. 

One by one, tall ships from around the world made their 
way to Baltimore. Brazil followed by Ecuador, each ship gave 
a 21-gun salute, followed by a welcome from Fort McHenry. 

WJZ was fortunate enough to get on board Mexico’s tall 
ship, Cuauhtémoc. The Mexican naval ship visited Baltimore 
in 2008. Officers say they are honored to be back. 

“It’s very important for us because Baltimore is a very 
important harbor and international way, so we are very 
grateful to be invited,” said an officer on board Cuauhtémoc. 

Star-Spangled Sailabration is a major event 200 years in 
the making, showcasing our role in U.S. history. 

The arrival of Canadian naval fleet in Fells Point marked 
the beginning of the Sailabration. 

Commemorating the bicentennial of the War of 1812, 40 
tall ships and naval vessels from 12 countries will sail into 
Baltimore. 

“Great partners from Great Britain and Canada for a 
special ceremony to observe not the start of the war 200 years 
ago, but to observe two centuries of peace. It was the end of 
the War of 1812 that marked the beginning of two centuries of 
peace between these three great nations of the world,” said 
Bill Pencek, 1812 Bicentennial Commission. 

View Clip (RT: 2:29) 
Return to Index 
 

32. Sailabration Thursday Schedule 
(WBAL RADIO BALTIMORE 13 JUN 12) ... John Patti and Scott Wykoff 

The Maryland Transportation Authority is warning 
motorists to anticipate delays in Baltimore this week as an 
international maritime festival gets under way. 

The "Star-Spangled Sailabration" kicked off Wednesday 
and runs through Tuesday. The festival is part of the 
bicentennial commemoration of the War of 1812 and will 
feature more than 40 tall ships and navy ships of a dozen 
nations. 

Organizers hope to attract more than 1 million people 
over the week. 

State transportation officials say the event could result in 
major delays at the Fort McHenry Tunnel and along the 
Interstate 95/Interstate 395 corridor. The heaviest traffic is 
expected on Saturday and Sunday. Motorists headed into the 
city are advised to find alternate routes. 

Sailabration Schedule Of Events – June 14 
Following is a list of Star-Spangled Sailabration schedule 

of public events and media opportunities for Thursday, June 
14. 

 Sailor Community Service Projects 9 a.m. 

 One-on-One interviews with the Blue Angels (must 
be pre-scheduled) 9 a.m. 

 Navy Ceremonial Band Concert and Welcome 
Ceremony 10:30 a.m. – Noon 

 Sailabration Festival Villages Open 11 a.m. 

 Ships Open to Public for Free Tours 11 a.m. and 1 
p.m. 

 Flag Day Event at Flag House with 9/11 Flag 2 p.m. 

 Pause for the Pledge 6:30 p.m. 

Sailor Community Relations Event: Howard Peters 
Rawlings Conservatory & Botanical Gardens 

What: As part of Flag Day celebrations, nearly 80 sailor 
volunteers will help prep and plant a community garden. 

When: 9 a.m. 
Where: Druid Hill Park 3100 Swann Drive, Baltimore, 

MD 21217 
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Sailor Community Relations Event: Meals on Wheels 
What: Forty sailors will help pack meals and provide 

light clean-up of the property, including fence painting. 
When: 9 a.m. 
Where: 515 South Haven Street, Baltimore, MD 21224 
 
U.S. Navy Blue Angels Media Opportunities (must be 

pre-scheduled) 
What: Opportunity to interview Blue Angels pilots and 

crew plane-side 
When: 9 a.m. 
Where: Martin State Airport 701 Wilson Point Road, 

Baltimore, MD 21220 
 
Navy Ceremonial Band Concert 
What: The U.S. Navy Ceremonial Band will get the 

Welcome Ceremony underway with a special performance 
When: 10:30 a.m. 
Where: Harborplace Amphitheater 
 
Sailabration Welcome Ceremony 
What: Baltimore Mayor Stephanie Rawlings-Blake, Lt. 

Governor Anthony Brown, Navy captains, and other officials 
to formally kick-off Star-Spangled Sailabration. 

When: 11 a.m. 
Where: Harborplace Amphitheater 
 
Sailabration Festival Villages Open 
What: Sailabration Villages at the Inner Harbor, Fort 

McHenry and Fell’s Point features live entertainment, hands-
on fun for kids and traditional festival fare. The Inner Harbor 
Villages includes City Sand Sculpture; beer and wine gardens; 
and the M&T Bank Chesapeake Family Zone, providing 
family-friendly activities that teach and encourage 
environmental stewardship. In addition, the Star-Spangled 
Banner Commemorative coins are available for purchase at 
the Star-Spangled Coin Shop located in the Inner Harbor 
Sailabration Village. The Rash Field Adventure Zone features 
displays from the U.S. Navy, U.S. Coast Guard and National 
Guard, as well as a rock climbing wall, volleyball and other 
recreational activities. The Sailabration Villages in Fell’s 
Point offer food and beverages and limited entertainment 
throughout the weekend. 

When: 11 a.m. – 6 p.m. 
Where: Inner Harbor (McKeldin Square, Rash Field, 

West Shore Park) and Fell’s Point Broadway Square 
 
Free Public Ship Tours 
What: The public is invited to tour tall ships and Navy 

vessels berthed in the Inner Harbor and Fell’s Point. 

When: 11 a.m. – 6 p.m. 
Where: Inner Harbor and Fell’s Point 
 
Free Public Navy Ship Tours at North Locust Point 
What: The public is invited to tour U.S. and foreign Navy 

ships berthed at the North Locust Point marine terminal. 
When: 1- 5 p.m. 
Where: North Locust Point Terminal (access via advance 

notice only)* requires driver’s license number, make, model, 
color of vehicle, license plate and date of birth 

Notes: General public must board shuttle at M&T Bank 
Stadium. Media may also choose this option to gain general 
access 

 
200 Years of the Star-Spangled Banner: from 1812 to 

9/11 
What: On Flag Day, three threads from the original Star-

Spangled Banner will be sewn into the National 9/11 flag to 
honor the legacy of two of America’s greatest icons: The Star-
Spangled Banner and the Anthem. 

When: 2 p.m. 
Where: Star-Spangled Banner Flag House courtyard; 844 

E. Pratt Street, Baltimore, MD 21202. 
Notes: Media parking located on Albemarle Street 

between Pratt and Grundy. Space for cameras is limited, so 
broadcast stations can access video via the pool feed. Head-on 
and cut shots will be available. Please access HD-SDI feed via 
press mult at broadcast van located at Star-Spangled Banner 
Flag House. 

 
Pause for the Pledge 
What: In its 33rd year the National Pause for the Pledge 

of Allegiance program will include patriotic music, the Fort 
McHenry Guard and a presentation of a National Proclamation 
signed by President Obama. 

When: 6:30-8:00 p.m. 
Where: Fort McHenry National Monument and Historic 

Shrine 
The United States Navy is donating 20 copies of the book 

Yardarm to Yardarm (also titled The War of 1812 and the Rise 
of the U.S. Navy) by Mark Collins Jenkins and David A. 
Taylor. It was published in March 2012 and commissioned by 
the U.S. Navy in commemoration of the bicentennial of the 
War of 1812, a war that helped shape what has become one of 
the world’s great military organizations. Through hundreds of 
archival photographs, rare memorabilia, and personal 
reminiscences, the book captures the spirit of a burgeoning 
nation as it found itself again at war with the British Empire, 
and in the process details the humble beginnings of a vast, 
powerful naval force. 
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33. Coalition Of Sailors Against Destructive Decisions Helping Preserve The Community 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 13 JUN 12) ... Fire Control Technician Seamen Jennifer Marshall, Training Support Center, Great Lakes 
Public Affairs 

GREAT LAKES, Ill -- Members of Coalition of Sailors 
Against Destructive Decisions (CSADD), Great Lakes 
Chapter volunteered to clear weeds, help with landscaping and 
spread mulch to continue the ongoing beatification project at 
Independence Grove Forest Preserve, June 12. 

Independence Grove offers outdoor recreation and 
education opportunities centered on a 115-acre lake. 

"The Sailors help by doubling the numbers of the civilian 
force, not only does the work get done faster, but the forest 
preserve is beautifully shaped and cultivated for anyone 
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interested in the many activities that Independence Grove 
provides," said Bob Rizzolo, volunteer coordinator for 
Independence Grove Forest Preserve. 

Surrounding prairie and woodlands provide a picturesque 
backdrop for boating, hiking, biking, picnicking and other fun 
activities. 

"I find it moving, the effort my fellow Sailors are putting 
in along with CSADD to help the local Chicago area," said 
Fire Control Technician Seaman Jesse Wetherholt, assistant 

public affairs officer for CSADD. "I'm more than honored to 
be a part of the CSADD organization and volunteer my time to 
help the community." 

CSADD has volunteered more than 400 hours of 
community service to the Lake County Forest Preserve. 

"Usually when Sailors come out they pull weeds and 
spread mulch, ever little bit helps," said Rizzolo. "All of the 
gardening is done by volunteer work. I don't know what we 
would do without the help of these Sailors." 
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34. Bell Tolling Ceremony Held For Lost Submariners 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 14 JUN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Ronald Gutridge, COMSUBPAC Public Affairs 

PEARL HARBOR -- A special bell tolling ceremony was 
held at the Submarine Memorial Chapel, June 13, to 
perpetuate the memory of the submariners and the submarines 
that were lost in the month of June throughout World War II. 

Submariners past and present gathered to honor and 
remember their costly sacrifices for the nation. Retired Lt. 
Cmdr. Paul Jurcsak of the United States Submarine Veterans 
Inc. Bowfin Base Submarine Veterans, spoke on behalf of all 
that were lost and the significance of the ceremony. 

"The bell tolling ceremonies help us remember and share 
the proud tradition of the U.S. Submarine force," said Jurcsak. 
"It's through the memory of the great submariners who have 
gone before us that gives us strength to pursue what we do 
today." 

The month of June also marks the 70th anniversary of the 
Battle of Midway, and the ceremony included a special tolling 
in its remembrance. 

"Although there were no U. S. submarines lost during the 
Battle of Midway, it is remembered as one of our most 
historically significant naval engagements in the Pacific, one 
that changed the tide of the war and the course of world 
history," said Jurcsak "Today we are fortunate to be able to 
recognize the significance of this battle and it is a worthy 
tribute to all of those who turned the war around and put us on 
a path to victory." 

The bell that hangs in the steeple of the Submarine 
Memorial Chapel, and tolled in remembrance, was donated 
from the crew of USS Argonaut (SS 166) right before her last 
patrol, from which she never returned. On Jan. 10, 1943, the 
entire crew of 105 Sailors was lost as the submarine was sunk 
by Japanese destroyers. 
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35. Japan, U.S. Defense Chiefs Agree To Adhere to Futenma Relocation Plan 
(KYODO NEWS 14 JUN 12) 

TOKYO -- Japan's new Defense Minister Satoshi 
Morimoto and U.S. Defense Secretary Leon Panetta agreed 
Wednesday that the current plan for the relocation of a U.S. 
Marine base within Okinawa Prefecture is the only feasible 
solution, Defense Ministry officials said. 

Morimoto, in his first telephone talks with Panetta since 
assuming office on June 4, was referring to the plan to move 
the U.S. Marine Corps' Futenma Air Station from a crowded 
residential area in the city of Ginowan to the less populated 
Henoko district of Nago. 

The relocation issue has long been stalled, putting the 
central and local governments at odds. The government has 
been pushing for the plan as agreed with the United States. 

Residents, however, remain deeply opposed to the 
relocation within Okinawa, which has long hosted the bulk of 
U.S. forces in Japan, and have called for the Futenma base to 

be moved out of the prefecture, citing concerns over noise and 
safety. 

Morimoto also urged the United States to promptly 
provide Japan with conclusive findings on a recent fatal crash 
of an MV-22 Osprey, with the transport aircraft scheduled to 
be deployed at the Futenma base, to which Panetta voiced his 
cooperation, the officials said. 

The local government and community are concerned 
about the Osprey's noise and safety given the aircraft's history 
of fatal crashes during test flights. 

In the talks, Panetta also reaffirmed that the Japan-U.S. 
alliance "remains the cornerstone of peace and stability in the 
Asia-Pacific region," the U.S. Defense Department said in a 
statement. 

Panetta also told that he looks forward to working with 
Morimoto "to continue to enhance cooperation between the 
two allies and to modernize and update the alliance," it added. 

Return to Index 
 

36. Bordallo On China Visa Waiver: Guam Will Have It 
(MARIANAS VARIETY 13 JUN 12) ... David Jay Morris 

HAGÅTÑA — In the wake of her re-election campaign 
kickoff, U.S. Congresswoman Madeleine Z. Bordallo, D-
Guam, expressed guarded optimism about the approval of a 
China visa waiver for the island. 

Speaking with Variety, she said, “I can’t give you any 
other information except I talked with [Undersecretary of the 

Navy Robert O. Work] just before I came out here, and he said 
they’re working on it. There are still a few security issues, and 
it does look like we will have it...in due time.” 

Bordallo added, “I’m going with the Guam Visitors 
Bureau to China. And that’s one of the things I’m going over 
there for.” 
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When asked about the causes of the delay in getting U.S. 
congressional approval of the Compact Review agreement 
between Palau and the United States, she replied, “We know 
they’re looking for an offset. We don’t know [what kind of 
offset]. We just heard about it recently. 

“They’re threatening sequestration (taking legal 
possession of assets until a debt is paid or other claims have 
been met) in all areas. If they do that to the military, that’s 
going to be billions of dollars more. I don’t think they’re 
going to do it. This is election year. It’s just real strange but I 
think it’s going to come together in the end.” 

Variety also asked Bordallo if she expected to see any 
effect on Guam from the Supreme Court ruling in the Citizens 

United case, which allows wealthy individuals and 
corporations to give unlimited sums of money to Political 
Action Committees. 

“I don’t think so,” she answered. “[But] you just don’t 
know. You have to wait with these things.” 

Bordallo also stressed the importance of the buildup. “The 
military is important,” she said. “We’ve got to move it along 
because Japan is contributing. And we want them to continue 
to be a partner. We’ve just been through so much. It’s been 
almost 10 years since I’ve been working this issue. [We] can’t 
give up.” 

In closing, Variety asked, “Will it happen?” 
“It will!” she replied. 
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NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
37. CV-22 Osprey Crashes Near Navarre, Five Airmen Injured 
(NORTHWEST FLORIDA DAILY NEWS 14 JUN 12) ... Lauren Sage Reinlie 

HURLBURT FIELD — An Air Force CV-22 Osprey 
assigned to the 1st Special Operations Wing crashed during a 
routine training mission Wednesday evening. 

All five airmen aboard were injured, said Master Sgt. 
Kristina Newton, a spokeswoman for Hurlburt Field. Three of 
the airmen were flown to local hospitals and two were taken 
by ambulance, Newton said. 

The extent of their injuries had not been released as of 10 
p.m. 

The Osprey crashed on Eglin Air Force Base’s reservation 
north of Navarre about 6:45 p.m. 

The aircraft, a cross between a helicopter and plane, is 
noted for its ability to take off and land vertically. 

A board of Air Force officials will investigate the 
accident, according to the public affairs office for the 1st 
SOW. More information will be released as it becomes 
available, Newton said. 

The first operational CV-22 was delivered to the 1st SOW 
in January 2007. The Osprey's cost has been reported at about 
$70 million. 

The extent of damage to the CV-22 had not been released 
Wednesday night. 
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38. Scores Of U.S. Firms Keep Quiet About Cyber Attacks 
Reuters media and technology summit 
(REUTERS 13 JUN 12) ... Andrea Shalal-Esa 

NEW YORK -- Scores of U.S. companies have not 
disclosed breaches of their computer systems, even though 
eight months have passed since U.S. securities regulators 
issued guidelines on disclosing cyber attacks, according to 
leading security experts. 

Calling for more rigorous rules and enforcement, these 
experts told the Reuters Global Media and Technology 
Summit in New York they know of many cyber intrusions, 
thefts and other digital security issues that were kept quiet. 

"There have been lots of breaches in every industry that 
have never been publicized," said Shawn Henry, the FBI's 
former top cyber cop, who joined a new cybersecurity 
company, CrowdStrike, in April. 

Henry said the FBI was working on 2,000 active cyber 
cases when he retired from the agency in March. "There's only 
a handful of cases that anybody has ever heard about," he said. 

U.S. government officials and cybersecurity consultants 
have been raising alarms about the growing sophistication of 
attacks on private and government computer networks. 

The U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission issued 
guidance on Oct. 13 that outlined how and when companies 
should report hacking incidents and cybersecurity risk. The 
guidance did not establish new rules, and many experts say it 
lacks the teeth to compel heightened reporting. 

Some companies do not disclose cyber breaches because 
they feel they were not material, said Dmitri Alperovitch, 
founder and chief technology officer of CrowdStrike. He said 
he knew of a publicly traded defense contractor that lost 
intellectual property (IP) to China because of a cyber 
intrusion. 

"The justification they used for not announcing is that 
they only do business with the U.S. government and it doesn't 
really matter that the Chinese stole all their IP because the 
U.S. government will never buy from China, so it wasn't really 
material to them," said Alperovitch, who declined to name the 
company. 

Most Intrusions Not Disclosed 
The U.S. Office of Management and Budget said in 

March that a total of 107,655 security incidents were reported 
in fiscal 2011 by federal, state and local governments, 
commercial enterprises, U.S. citizens and international cyber 
organizations. Federal agencies are required to report such 
incidents, but corporate reports are voluntary. 

Jeff Moss, a highly regarded expert on hacking who 
advises the U.S. Department of Homeland Security, said 
Washington should at least require companies to report 
breaches to the government - as Japan does - even if they do 
not make a public disclosure. 
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The U.S. government could keep the data confidential and 
use it to expand its understanding of attack techniques, said 
Moss, the chief security officer of ICANN, a nonprofit group 
that manages some of the key infrastructure of the Internet. 

Henry and other top U.S. officials have underscored the 
severity of cyber threats by citing a case in which one publicly 
traded company lost $1 billion of intellectual property in a 
single intrusion over a weekend. 

Henry declined to identify the company, but said many 
corporations were unaware that their networks had been 
breached until FBI agents notified them that they discovered 
proprietary, company-specific data outside their networks. 

The former FBI official said it would be helpful to clarify 
the SEC guidance and provide more specifics to companies. 
Congress is also examining ways to ensure better reporting of 
cyber threats. 

A Reuters review last winter of more than 2,000 SEC 
filings that mentioned cyber risks found that some companies 
revealed significant new information about hacking incidents, 
but the vast majority merely described a general risk of cyber 
incidents. Some defense companies and other firms known to 
have suffered computer breaches did not mention the incidents 
in their filings at all. 

LinkedIn Corp., a social network for job seekers and 
professionals, last week became the latest high-profile 
company to be hacked. It said it was working with the FBI to 
investigate the loss of millions of member passwords, but has 
not submitted any SEC filing on the matter. 

LinkedIn spokesman Hani Durzy said the company had 
complied with SEC requirements, and had been giving 
members and the public "ongoing disclosures" and updates on 
its corporate blog. 

Companies Argue That Breaches Are Not Material 
Tom Kellermann, vice president for cybersecurity at 

Trend Micro, the world's third-largest maker of antivirus 
software, said it was imperative for auditors and boards of 
public companies to get more involved with cybersecurity 
efforts. 

He cited a survey of 1,000 companies last year by Science 
Applications International Corp that showed 52 percent failed 
to report and remediate network breaches. 

Kellermann said the SEC should start holding companies 
accountable for their failure to disclose. "There needs to be a 
precedent set," he said, adding that the SEC should require 
minimum "standards of care," including mandatory 
cybersecurity risk assessments and timetables for resolving 
issues detected. 

Enrique Salem, chief executive of Symantec Corp., the 
world's largest maker of security software, said the SEC 
guidance had sparked increased interest among corporate 
boards and audit committees, but disclosure rates were still 
low. 

"Shareholders have a right to know if their investment is 
somewhat at a new risk, or if they’ve lost intellectual 
property," Salem said. 

Symantec itself did not disclose a 2006 breach until this 
year, when hackers revealed they had obtained the proprietary 
source code, or blueprints, to several key products including 
older versions of Norton antivirus software. 

Symantec said while it had investigated the breach in 
2006, it did not know about the theft of the code at the time. 

"We have disclosed everything," Salem said. 
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39. Survey: Young Vets Respected But Misunderstood 
(NAVY TIMES 13 JUN 12) ... Rick Maze 

A new survey ranks the U.S. military just behind 
firefighters and nurses as the most “valuable figures” in U.S. 
society, but it finds a widely held perception that the majority 
of Iraq and Afghanistan veterans suffer from post-traumatic 
stress. 

The survey, released Wednesday, looked at whether the 
public believes Iraq and Afghanistan veterans could make 
good community leaders. It found the public thinks these 
veterans have proven their leadership skills and can serve their 
communities at home, but that they need time to recover from 
combat first. 

Some of the findings show similarities to post-Vietnam 
perceptions of troubled veterans returning home. For example, 
27 percent of those surveyed thought returning Iraq and 
Afghanistan veterans were more likely to suffer from 
alcoholism and drug addiction than non-veterans, and 53 
percent believe the majority of returning veterans have PTSD. 

However, when asked to compare Iraq and Afghanistan 
veterans to Vietnam veterans, the survey shows the new 
generation is seen as more disciplined and willing to work 
hard, less likely to use drugs, more likely to take an active role 
in school and community affairs, and be better educated. 

However, Iraq and Afghanistan veterans were considered 
less likely to be able to get a job than Vietnam veterans. 

In the “valuable figures” rankings, the U.S. military, as a 
whole, came in third behind firefighters and nurses. Doctors 
ranked fourth, followed by veterans specifically of Iraq and 
Afghanistan, followed by teachers, law enforcement and small 
businesses. 

Journalists, lawyers, politicians, sports stars and 
celebrities were the bottom five categories. 

The survey of 801 adults was conducted by Greenberg 
Quinlan Rosner Research and Public Opinion Strategies. 
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40. Military Suicides More Common 
It's the No. 2 cause of death behind combat 
(USA TODAY 14 JUN 12) ... Gregg Zoroya 

The most common way that U.S. servicemembers die 
outside of combat is by their own hand, according to an 
analysis released by the Pentagon. 

Since 2010, suicide has outpaced traffic accidents, heart 
disease, cancer, homicide and all other forms of death in the 
military besides combat, the report says. One in four non-
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combat deaths last year were servicemembers killing 
themselves. 

This year, suicides among troops occur on average once a 
day, according to Pentagon figures obtained by USA TODAY. 
The data, first reported by the Associated Press, show that 
after the end of the Iraq War, suicides may become more 
common than combat deaths. 

There were 154 confirmed or suspected suicides this year 
through June 3, while 127 troops died in the Afghanistan War, 
Pentagon data show. 

Defense Secretary Leon Panetta told Congress on 
Wednesday that he has directed all military branches "to 
immediately look at that situation and determine what's behind 
it, what's causing it and what can we do to make sure it doesn't 
happen." 

On a related issue, Panetta revealed Wednesday that he 
will have all service branches follow the Army's lead in 
reviewing mental health cases dating to 2001. The goal is to 
see whether any current or former servicemember was denied 
appropriate medical retirement benefits. 

Last year, 26% of military deaths occurred in combat, 
20% by suicide and 17% in traffic accidents. The percentage 
of suicides is up from 10% in 2005. 

All the services except the Navy are seeing increases in 
suicide among active-duty members this year. All have studied 

the issue. The Army — which has the highest suicide rate, on 
par with the civilian rate — is spending about $75 million to 
understand why it is happening and what to do about it. 

No one so far has answers, said Army Col. Carl Castro, 
who leads researchers trying to find effective forms of 
prevention and treatment. 

"We were slow to react (at first) because we weren't sure 
if it was an anomaly or it was a real trend," Castro said. "Then 
it just takes time to program the money and get the studies up 
and going." 

All the services introduced suicide prevention programs 
based on promising ideas, Castro said, but none is rooted in 
scientific research. 

"Everything we do in suicide prevention, there's no 
evidence it works," Castro said. 

Castro said the research efforts, among the first of their 
kind in the nation on suicide, could begin producing findings 
in the months ahead. 

Panetta said suicide is "one of the most complex and 
urgent problems" he faces. "Commanders cannot tolerate any 
actions that belittle, haze, humiliate or ostracize any 
individual, especially those who require or are responsibly 
seeking professional services," Panetta wrote. 
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41. DoD Names New Sex Assault Prevention Chief 
(NAVY TIMES 13 JUN 12) ... Cid Standifer 

Air Force Maj. Gen. Mary Kay Hertog will step down as 
head of the Pentagon’s Sexual Assault Prevention and 
Response Office by the end of the month, to be replaced by 
Army Maj. Gen. Gary Patton, the Defense Department 
announced Wednesday. 

Patton, a 33-year veteran, is currently serving as the 
Pentagon’s principal director for military personnel policy. He 
presided over the military’s implementation of the “don’t ask, 
don’t tell” repeal, and earlier this year his office helped roll 
out the Pentagon’s recommendations for relaxing policies 
barring women from serving in combat units. 

“I look forward to continuing the good work of Mary Kay 
Hertog and to further advancing the initiatives she set in 
motion,” he said in a Defense Department press release. 

Hertog took over SAPRO last August from Dr. Kaye 
Whitley. During Hertog’s tenure, the office worked to 
standardize reporting methods across the services. Hertog also 
recently told Military Times that the office had begun studying 
the services’ individual training programs. 

In recent months, Defense Department leaders have added 
new policies allowing non-uniformed adults, such as military 
family members and contractors, to access military support 
services if they have been victimized; began requiring the 
services to keep case documents longer; and started requiring 
certifications for victim advocates. 

The Pentagon also has come under fire for its handling of 
sexual assault cases during Hertog’s tenure. A documentary on 
sexual assault in the military, scheduled for release June 22, 

paints the office’s education programs in an unflattering light 
and criticizes SAPRO’s lack of policy-making power. 

Filming for the documentary, called “The Invisible War,” 
began while Whitley was in charge and creates the impression 
that she did not have a firm grasp on the problem, but it 
highlights Hertog’s statements that she intended to continue 
with Whitley’s policies. That documentary has been screened 
widely for politicians; filmmakers say Defense Secretary Leon 
Panetta saw it in April. 

Publicity for the film coincided with multiple lawsuits 
levied against high-ranking Pentagon officials, charging that 
they failed to properly deal with sexual assault in the ranks, 
and a push by Rep. Jackie Speier, D-Calif., and groups like the 
Service Women’s Action Network to have sexual assault cases 
sent to a special prosecution office instead of up the 
perpetrator’s chain of command. 

When she leaves SAPRO, Hertog will retire from the 
military, closing the door on her 34-year military career. 

“It is as clear to me today — as it was when I joined this 
office — the department has a strong commitment to fighting 
sexual assault, and I know that commitment will never 
waver,” Hertog said in the DoD release. 

Patton “is the consummate professional and leader, and I 
know he will continue to work with the services and 
congressional members to prevent sexual assault in the 
military and to ensure victims of sexual assault receive the 
best care possible,” Hertog said. 

Return to Index 
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42. Va. Beach Man Charged With Shining Laser At Jets 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 14 JUN 12) ... Kathy Adams 

VIRGINIA BEACH -- Federal officials have charged a 
Virginia Beach man with shining a laser at Navy jets and 
threatening to shoot them down. 

The Naval Criminal Investigative Service filed a criminal 
complaint against Robert Bruce Jr. on Tuesday, accusing him 
of three federal offenses: interfering with a flight crew, aiming 
a laser at an aircraft and forcibly intimidating or interfering 
with federal employees. 

A federal magistrate judge in Norfolk issued a warrant for 
his arrest the same day. 

Bruce is accused of shining a green laser at jets from 
Oceana Naval Air Station more than a dozen times since 
December, according an NCIS request to arrest Bruce and 
search his home. He's also accused of calling the air station's 
noise-complaint line and threatening to shoot at the jets, 
according to the request. 

Bruce appeared in court Wednesday, and a judge freed 
him on a personal recognizance bond, according to online 
records. 

Return to Index 
 
 

OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
43. The Battle For The Military’s Future 
(WASHINGTON POST 14 JUN 12) ... Walter Pincus 

“The face of war, the face of how we do business, is 
changing.” 

That’s retired Marine Corps Gen. James Cartwright, 
former vice chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, sharing how 
he sees the military’s future at a National Press Club session 
for reporters Tuesday. Cartwright, who was known for his 
forward thinking while on active duty, has apparently decided 
to share his ideas through a series of public appearances. 

One area that he sees changing in the military is what he 
calls “the platforms” — by which he means tanks, troop 
carriers, ships, aircraft, heavy guns and even rifles. They are 
becoming less important in Cartwright’s view than the new 
electronics, sensors and other gadgetry. 

He recalls being with then-Defense Secretary Robert 
Gates in Georgia reviewing an Army unit ready to deploy to 
Central Asia with new systems that included iPads and droids 
for individual soldiers. Cartwright said Gates asked one 
sergeant during a barracks walkthrough, “What do you think 
of all this stuff?” 

The sergeant replied, “I’d sooner leave this barracks 
without my rifle as to leave without these things.” 

The lesson for Cartwright was that the new electronics, 
which the military calls information technology (IT), will 
replace in importance the current platforms — in which the 
side with the most modern guns, tanks and aircraft often won. 
Platforms, however, take time to develop. 

“We’re starting to move away from platform-centric 
towards the leverage that is gained by IT systems that allow us 
to gain advantage no matter what the platform is,” said 
Cartwright, who holds the Harold Brown Chair in Defense 
Policy Studies at the Center for Strategic and International 
Studies. 

Another factor is the time available to make changes for 
the new battlefield. 

“Spending 20 years in development of a platform [such as 
an armored personnel carrier] and then building it,” as well as 
taking two or three years to make adjustments, all “seems 
somewhat irrelevant,” Cartwright said. In the future, there will 
be much shorter time periods in which to upgrade systems. 

This was one lesson he learned from combatting IEDs 
[improvised explosive devices], first in Iraq and now in 
Afghanistan, where they continue to be the greatest threat to 
U.S. and coalition forces. 

As Cartwright described it, dealing with IEDs has become 
super fast-paced. The enemy invents a new fuse to detonate an 
IED; someone on the U.S. or coalition side invents a counter 
to that fuse and by the time it is deployed another new fuse has 
turned up. “It’s about a 30-day cycle to try to stay up with that 
fight,” he said. 

Cartwright says cyberwarfare will determine leverage on 
the next tactical battlefield. And that cyberfight, he said, will 
have a time cycle “somewhere between nine and 14 days.” 

A second issue for the future in Cartwright’s view is 
maintaining the all-volunteer force. 

“Their expectations of service [personnel] are 
substantially different than a conscript force,” he said, 
referring to past wars followed by peacetime cutbacks when 
the military draft provided the basic manpower needs. The 
more professional, career-minded all-volunteer force expects 
“to come to work and have equipment that works,” Cartwright 
said. “They expect to come to work and do training that is 
relevant to what they think is going to happen next, so that 
they are ready.” 

During the years of the Iraq and Afghanistan wars, from 
2001 to today, the services have expanded in numbers and 
have had all the funds needed to arm their forces with new 
types of weaponry. There was so much money that the 
Defense Department by 2008 was paying cost overruns of 
$295 billion on 95 weapons systems, according to the 
Government Accountability Office. Now the Obama 
administration is proposing cutting 80,000 soldiers from the 
Army and 20,000 Marines from the Corps over the next five 
years. 

“This is the first time that we have gone through a fiscal 
downturn with an all-volunteer force. What are the dangers of 
not preparing for the realities of that downturn?” Cartwright 
asked. 

“If we hollow that force out, their ability to vote with their 
feet is pretty significant,” he said, meaning many would resign 
if their activity slows down, pay stagnates, promotions 
become limited or their equipment deteriorates in quality. 

The $487 billion in Pentagon cuts over 10 years agreed 
upon last year represents about an 11 percent reduction in 
defense spending. As Cartwright points out, “Historically after 
a conflict, we come down somewhere in the neighborhood of 
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20 percent to 25 percent,” which would mean more cuts can 
be expected. 

Unofficially, the Pentagon is looking at how to manage 
spending on personnel not just in the face of further funding 
reductions but also when the economy revives and civilian 
jobs tempt highly trained military personnel while, at the same 
time, quality enlistments drop off. Retirement and health-care 
costs are already a focus, no matter what further cuts are 
made. 

Each service is studying retention — “how you keep the 
ones you want to keep” in the words of one Pentagon official. 
There are leading and lagging factions when it comes to 

incentives that range from money to housing to long-term 
health care for retirees. Looking out 10 and 20 years, the 
official said, “It takes fine tuning to get the right formula.” 

Cartwright said the military services “don’t want to give 
away anything they are planning” because if they announce it, 
“then all of a sudden it happens.” 

Instead, some serious planning about further cuts are 
probably being discussed behind closed doors, according to 
Cartwright, where defense officials “feel safe that they can 
explore the options without having somebody take the 
decision away from them.” 

Return to Index 
 

44. Combat Readiness Trumps Green Energy In Texas 
(FORT WORTH STAR-TELEGRAM 13 JUN 12) ... Editorial 

Tarrant County has been a good home for the military 
since Camp Worth was settled on June 6, 1849. And the 
military has been a good neighbor to the county through 
wartime and peacetime. 

The sprawling Naval Air Station Fort Worth Joint 
Reserve Base is a stellar example of interservice cooperation 
that efficiently and effectively uses taxpayer dollars in its 
mission to train and equip air crews and aviation ground 
support personnel. But the installation's presence is woven so 
deeply into Fort Worth's fabric that most folks don't think 
about it much -- though the county's economic health is 
directly tied to its annual impact of $1 billion-plus. 

Communities that value their military assets must be ever 
mindful of any development that might negatively affect their 
mission. In the case of Naval Air Station Fort Worth, the 
mission is to "provide joint training capabilities and resources 
to enable war fighter readiness while sustaining personnel and 
families' needs, future compatibility and a culture of safety." 

A significant amount of that joint training takes place in 
the airspace above the 1,805-acre base. Each branch of service 
has flying assets, and they are used to train personnel as well 
as respond when military or humanitarian needs arise. 

The "culture of safety" extends beyond concern for the 
11,000 base employees to the people living and working in the 
surrounding communities. Too much commercial and/or 
residential "encroachment" or development underneath the all-
important flight path not only presents a potential safety 
hazard, but it could raise a red flag with a future secretary of 
defense who views it as a reason to realign or even close the 
base. 

Capt. Rob Bennett is following in the footsteps of 
previous base commanders T.D. Smyers, John McCormack 
and Paul Paine in keeping an eye on what's occurring beyond 
the naval air station's fence. These days, Bennett is seeing the 

potential for wind turbines -- with their massive rotating 
blades -- disrupting the radar needed to safely control air 
traffic. It doesn't make for a pretty picture in his head. 

Wind turbines present a challenge: balancing the interests 
of landowners, who want to develop their property in 
whatever way earns them the highest return, and the 
continuing viability of an important military facility that trains 
pilots and aviation crews. 

Developing "green energy" is important to America's 
future energy independence. Combat readiness, however, may 
trump that objective. 

Federal laws require the Defense Department to look for 
compromises and technical solutions to allow for wind energy 
and other types of development that may conflict with military 
missions. Bennett and the members of the Texas Commanders 
Council, which he founded, are more than willing to work 
with wind energy developers on finding those solutions. 

The question is, How willing is the wind industry to 
notify base commanders of plans to construct a wind farm 
within their sphere of operation? 

The answer is "not very," if the 2011 Texas legislative 
session is any indication of cooperation. Wind industry 
proponents lobbied hard to stall a bill that would have required 
developers to notify the Public Utilities Commission at least 
120 days before the planned construction or expansion of wind 
turbines within 25 miles of military facilities. 

Someday, this discussion won't be necessary. Aviation 
technology will advance to the point that GPS or some other 
advancement will replace radar for keeping track of aircraft. 
But that day is still far on the horizon. In the meantime, 
newcomers to Tarrant County would be wise to acknowledge 
the strong connection folks here have to our military if they 
are looking for a warm welcome. 

Return to Index 
 
 

BBLLOOGGSS::  
45. EXCERPTS FROM BLOGS AROUND THE WORLD 
(PUBLISHED 11 – 14 JUN 12) 

 
Naval Innovation Reboot by RADM Terry B. Kraft 

from Navy Live, June 12 
This blog post is written by RADM Terry B. Kraft, 

Commander, Navy Warfare Development Command. Video is 

of ADM John C. Harvey, U.S. Fleet Forces Command, 
speaking at a recent symposium: 

Thinking about Naval innovation conjures up 
technological transformations such as shifting from sail to 
steam, the birth of the aircraft carrier, nuclear powered 
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submarines, and unmanned vehicles. These forward-looking 
innovations prepared us for the next fight and to continue to 
dominate our enemies from the sea. But our adversaries are 
not static. They perpetually seek creative advantages that 
could threaten our leading edge, deny our access, and 
challenge us at sea. How are we preparing the warfighter for 
the next war? 

View Clip - Part 1 (RT: 0:35) 
We are witnessing an era of explosive leaps in the 

formulation of new ideas and opportunities. The speed and 
reach of information systems are transforming many 
dimensions of war. The internet and social networks are 
connecting previously distinct ideas and fusing them into 
reality at an astonishing rate. Yet despite this dynamic 
environment, much of the Navy remains shackled to 
cumbersome processes and linear thinking. In order to exploit 
this rich atmosphere of ideas, we must energize and capitalize 
on the enterprising nature and resourcefulness of our maritime 
professionals. 

To that end, senior military leaders, academic experts and 
industry representatives gathered in March in Norfolk, 
Virginia, to discuss the state of innovation in our maritime 
forces and begin a larger campaign to overcome barriers and 
create the conditions for an innovative culture. 

View Clip - Part 2 (RT: 0:19) 
Three themes emerged that we are focusing on at Navy 

Warfare Development Command as we lead the effort to 
regain our innovation culture: 1) identifying conditions 
conducive to innovation, 2) defining the type of problems that 
need to be addressed, and 3) developing channels for a free-
flow of innovative ideas and concepts. 

Creating a culture of innovation will require overcoming 
some of our inherent challenges, such as the bureaucracy in 
which we operate, a “middle-management” that is risk-adverse 
and pre-disposed to protect the programs over which they have 
jurisdiction, and not permitting a certain amount of failure that 
is necessary in an innovative culture. NWDC is working to 
conquer these challenges. 

Part of defining the playing field demands that we clearly 
understand the issues we face. Albert Einstein said; “If I had 
an hour to save the world, I would spend 55 minutes defining 
the problem and five minutes finding solutions.” In defining 
what we need, the pattern today is to default to things – 
weapons systems and other material items that can help us win 
in the future. It is essential to recognize that innovation is 
much more than technical – it involves broadly questioning 
and deeply thinking about challenges at sea and how our Navy 
should be organized and operate in future environments. In 
doing so, we will need to look across multiple venues and 
domains to help create the conditions for our success. 

Our young enlisted Sailors and officers are naturally more 
risk-tolerant, technologically savvy and open to new ways of 
doing things than their more senior counterparts, making them 
more suited to embracing and adopting innovative ideas and 
solutions. In short, they aren’t yet part of the problem. 

View Clip - Part 3 (RT: 1:17) 
To start to engage our junior leaders, NWDC hosted a 

“Junior Leader Innovation Symposium” on June 6, 2012, to 
educate these leaders on the importance of innovation, 
empower them to contribute new ideas, facilitate connected 
discussion and start to harvest their ideas. What we hope will 

emerge is an important channel to bring their ideas forward to 
senior leadership. 

In the end, the future we seek for tomorrow will depend 
on how we harness our creative activities today. Building a 
streamlined process to drive innovation from the deckplates is 
a key enabler. As was so clearly demonstrated during our 
history, visionary leadership, combined with a keen desire to 
harness the energies of the Fleet, will ensure we build a Navy 
ready for future challenges at sea. 

 
To what extent is the Navy setting forth a strategic 

vision that agrees with your understanding of America’s 
global role? by Richard Danzig from Information 
Dissemination, June 12 

Barack Obama Campaign Response: Today's guest is 
Secretary Richard Danzig, former Secretary of the Navy under 
President Bill Clinton and an advisor to President Barack 
Obama’s re-election campaign on national security issues. 

As we emerge from over a decade of war and prepare for 
the battles of the future, the question I’ve been asked to 
address here is important: “To what extent is the Navy setting 
forth a strategic vision that agrees with your understanding of 
America’s global role?” President Obama has been clear about 
the importance of the Navy in confronting the most pressing 
challenges we’re going to face, and he is committed to 
maintaining the United States Navy as the most powerful in 
the world. 

As I will describe below, President Obama has matched 
words with actions, articulated a strategy for allocating our 
assets, and greatly improved the leverage we get from these 
assets. Against this we need to consider the alternatives 
articulated by Governor Romney and his top advisor on Navy 
issues, one of my predecessors as Secretary of the Navy, John 
Lehman. 

Having once asserted that the Governor should be able to 
change his positions like an “etch-a-sketch,” the Romney 
campaign seems to have evolved to paint by numbers. There is 
no alternative strategy here. Instead, we are presented with a 
mindless assertion that we should reach certain numerical 
targets and that any shortfall from these targets endangers our 
national security. 

For example, Gov. Romney declared his conviction that 
base defense spending should be set at a floor of 4% of GDP. 
The number is without logic behind it. And it is inconsistent 
with the Governor’s pledges to reduce both the deficit and 
taxes. 

Most fundamentally, this approach puts the cart before the 
horse: we are given a spending level without a strategy. What 
would a Romney Administration spend (and not spend!) its 
money on? How would it change our existing priorities? On 
these subjects, Gov. Romney is without a detailed strategy. 

Similarly hanging his hat on a number, Sec. Lehman has 
accused the Obama administration of “radically cutting the 
size and strength of the Navy,” noting that the number of ships 
stands at 286. And Romney’s foreign policy white paper even 
claimed that the Navy has “the lowest level [of ships] since 
1916.” 

There are three principal troubles with this. It is factually 
wrong. It is hypocritical. And it is a mindless substitute of 
numbers for substance. 
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The decline in the size of the Navy so decried by John 
Lehman actually occurred during the Bush Administration. In 
2001, at the end of the Clinton Administration, we had 316 
ships. As President Bush was nearing the end of his second 
term, the fleet stood at 278 ships. Before Barack Obama ever 
took office, the Navy was cut by 38 ships to, in Romney’s 
words, its lowest level since 1916. Today, under President 
Obama, we have 286 active ships – up from the Bush 
Administration low. 

And do we really believe that our focus on the U.S. Navy 
should be on its number of ships, bemoaning that there are 
fewer than in 1917 or a subsequent year? As the current 
Secretary of the Navy recently pointed out (using a slightly 
different analogy), comparison of quantities like this is like 
saying we are now weaker because we had more telegraphs in 
1917 than main-frame computers today. 

No single metric can alone convey the present power of 
the U.S. or any other Navy. But, for example, the widely 
respected British analyst Geoffrey Till has concluded that the 
best metric of power is the size of ships plus what they carry – 
their full-load capacity. By that measure, the power of the U.S. 
Navy is estimated to exceed the next thirteen Navies 
combined. 

The real issues are about how we use the Navy, how we 
equip it, and how we modernize it. The Obama Administration 
grappled with these issues and made real progress when, for 
example, it revived the Arleigh Burke destroyer program and 
greatly expanded that ship’s missile defense and radar 
capabilities. The Burke Flight Three changes are on track to 
come on-line in 2016. 

The Obama Administration also took innovative and 
effective steps when it moved ships forward to Spain and 
Singapore – bringing crews to ships, rather than bringing ships 
home to crews. The result is significantly more time in theater. 

Far from relying solely on numbers, President Obama 
made strategic judgments when he and his Defense 
Department leadership decided to turn our attention to the 
Asia-Pacific region and moved ships in the Atlantic Fleet to 
the Pacific. In doing so, the President has tied defense 
spending to strategy and not to ideology. And the naval 
rotations and new opportunities in Singapore, the Philippines, 
and Australia reflect the kind of smart spending that people 
expect in tough economic times – not the ideological “more is 
better” spending that helped get us into these tough economic 
times. 

President Obama and his military leadership’s new 
defense strategy keeps the U.S. Navy as the strongest fleet in 
the world by orders of magnitude. We are maintaining 11 
aircraft carriers, 10 air wings, and our large-scale amphibious 
fleet. We will forward-station littoral combat ships and patrol 
craft in strategic locations, and acquire a floating staging base 
to support intelligence, surveillance, reconnaissance, special 
operations forces, and counter-mine missions. 

There is plenty of room for debate about the Navy. But 
the Obama Administration has accomplished real things on the 
basis of substantial thought and real work. In contrast, the 
President’s predecessor and present opponent offer poor 
performance and empty rhetoric. 

Policy by numbers is no more credible than painting by 
numbers. What the Republicans give you is loud language 
and, from the Bush Administration, a smaller Navy. If your 

criterion is building a fleet designed to confront the challenges 
we as a nation face today and in the future, you are better 
served by President Obama’s leadership on these issues. 

 
Is China The Real Mahanian Maritime Power Of The 

21st Century? by Robert C. Rubel, from Information 
Dissemination, June 12 

Robert C. Rubel is Dean of Center for Naval Warfare 
Studies at the Naval War College. 

Alfred Thayer Mahan’s book The Influence of Sea Power 
on History, 1660-1783 was published in 1890 and became a 
global best seller. The book itself had an influence on history, 
being read and acted on by Theodore Roosevelt and Kaiser 
Wilhelm, among others. Of late, the Chinese seem to have 
developed an attachment to it also. Whether it will exert 
similar influence on their naval policy remains to be seen, but 
the question posed by Information Dissemination reveals the 
continuing reverence that is paid to Mahan’s work in this 
country, even though its ideas are dated and inconsistent with 
the current geopolitical circumstances of the Republic. 

The popularity of Mahan’s work in China seems to 
emanate from similarities in the geostrategic situation between 
the United States of 1890 and modern day China. In 1890 the 
key policy of the United States was the Monroe Doctrine, a 
continental strategy of hemispheric defense. Mahan had a 
dichotomy to reconcile: his historical analysis was based on 
the success of Great Britain, a global maritime power with a 
colonial empire, whereas his own country was a continental 
power with no (formal) ambitions to colonize. The French 
project to dig a canal through Panama helped him square the 
circle. Mahan realized that the completion of such a canal 
would not only significantly alter the patterns of global 
maritime commerce; it would allow the U.S. Navy to more 
rapidly shift naval forces between the coasts. The canal thus 
became, even before the U.S. took ownership of the project, a 
key piece of maritime infrastructure that would be critical for 
the security and prosperity of the country. It therefore needed 
to be defended. At the time there were, in the U.S., two 
general schools of thought about the composition of the Navy. 
Those of a “Jeffersonian” bent favored a distributed fleet of 
coastal gunboats that would guard individual ports. Mahan led 
the constituency that favored a capital ship fleet that would be 
concentrated in order to conduct a mobile defense of not only 
U.S. East Coast ports, but also the Canal and Caribbean 
positions covering its approaches. 

Moreover, the mobile fleet could be shifted rapidly to the 
West Coast as necessary. Flowing from this logic was the 
primacy of interior lines and the central position, which 
Mahan extolled in a number of lectures at the Naval War 
College, using land combat examples in Europe to support his 
point. 

Emerging naval technology of the day also influenced 
Mahan’s thinking. The transition from sail to coal, and the 
unreliability of steam propulsion plants in those days meant 
that warships required overseas bases for refueling and repair. 
Given the American tradition of dispatching ships and 
squadrons overseas to support our commercial interests, 
obtaining such an infrastructure featured prominently in 
Mahan’s later writing. The expectation in some quarters that 
China will develop a “string of pearls” in the Indian Ocean 
may be an outgrowth of this kind of thinking. 
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All of this reasoning resonates, apparently, with the 
continental-minded Chinese. It not only squares well with 
their reflexive center – out perspective as an authoritarian 
power whose security starts with the capital and emanates 
outward, but it also serves as justification for a big navy. One 
can easily see how the Straits of Malacca represent in their 
minds a clear analogue to the Panama Canal. So in this sense, 
the Chinese are indeed the emerging Mahanian maritime 
power of the 21st Century. 

However, the question contains an imbedded assumption 
that a Mahanian navy is desirable; the sine qua non even, of 
naval capability. This is open to debate. In order to clear the 
decks for action, so to speak, let’s dispense with a canard that 
has developed gradually and insidiously over the decades. 
That canard is that Mahanian thought represents the exclusive 
logic of a big, ocean-going navy, and non-Mahanian means 
attachment to some kind of smaller or coastal navy, or at least 
one composed of smaller vessels. Sir Julian Corbett attempted 
to supplant Mahan’s view of a concentrated, continental 
defense force with one that was based on the perspective of a 
global maritime power. Corbett was most concerned with the 
distribution of naval forces for the purposes of sea control, the 
protection of commercial shipping and of those forces 
involved in transporting the army overseas. The geostrategic 
geometry of such a perspective was the reciprocal of that of 
Mahan and the U.S. in 1890; it was based on the global 
exterior position in which command of the seas allowed 
Britain to maintain credible contact with allies, provide 
sanctuary for her internationalized economy and create 
multiple strategic lines of operations in the event of hostilities. 
Halford Mackinder, that oracle of continental power, himself 
acknowledged that in the Napoleonic Wars, Great Britain 
“enveloped” France. Thus, the alternative to Mahanian 
thought is not anti-big navy; it is rather a global, external 
position view rather than a continentalist, central position 
view. 

Today, although not possessing an empire, the U.S., as the 
leading proponent of a globalized liberal trading system, has 
adopted the maritime style of geostrategy, driven to it really, 
because of the world wars and the challenge from the Soviet 
Union. Our navy, the largest in the world and more powerful 
than Mahan could have imagined, is not Mahanian in any way. 
Our aircraft carrier strike groups and our amphibious groups 
are strategically dispersed in a way that Mahan would have 
abhorred, but Corbett would have applauded. Its purpose for 
routine dispersed deployment is to exercise command of the 
sea and to provide security for the global system, because the 
proper functioning of that system is now critical to the 
economy and security of the country. Continental defense is 
no longer a matter of capital ships; it is dependent on the 
cooperative operations of all the world’s navies to achieve 
global maritime security so that terrorists cannot smuggle 
weapons of mass destruction or disruption into the country. 
Maritime security requires the utmost in naval dispersion, 
something anathema to Mahan. 

China is a free rider on the U.S. Navy, a situation PLAN 
officers have acknowledged, just as the U.S. was a free rider 
on the Royal Navy back in the Monroe Doctrine days. China 
is building a blue water fleet for much the same reasons we 
did back in the early 20th Century; prestige and expanding 
national interests. The real rub comes in with regard to 

strategic ethos. Despite wanting to protect the Caribbean and 
Panama Canal with a capital ship fleet, it did not occur to 
Mahan or any American administration to try and territorialize 
the Gulf of Mexico or the Caribbean; we were always 
committed to an open and free commons. In the three “Near 
Seas” (Yellow, East China, and South China Sea), by contrast, 
China makes no such commitment, and is in fact pursuing a 
combination of increased jurisdiction and outright sovereignty, 
together with a growing set of anti-access/area denial (A2/AD) 
capabilities to attempt to deter outside influence in its 
disputes. The coupling of a “Mahanian” navy with an ethos of 
continental-style buffering and exclusion at sea is a recipe for 
conflict. This is not that different from what Japan attempted 
to do in the 1930s. Our objective should be to try to convince 
China to build her navy, which she has every right to do, for 
the right reasons – to do her part to defend the global system. 

The danger represented by the question Information 
Dissemination has asked is not that the U.S. will allow its 
navy to decay; rather it is that we will confuse ourselves 
through an unthinking attachment to a famous American 
oracle of sea power whose perspective is out of sync with the 
geopolitical realities of today. Using Mahan as a basis for 
advocating a big navy is misguided. The United States 
certainly does need as big a navy as it can afford, since the 
world depends on us to keep order in the commons and even 
on land, and that good order is a vital security interest for us. 
More to the point, a Mahanian outlook connotes an all-capital 
ship navy. Here again a focus on Mahan could lead us down a 
blind alley. We do indeed need a force of nuclear-powered 
aircraft carriers, along with the escorts to protect them. We 
also need sufficient amphibious shipping to get the Marines in 
force to where they might be needed. We also need a robust 
submarine force, a robust mine clearing capability and all the 
attendant logistic, scouting and auxiliary forces. But we also 
need some smaller forces – a “flotilla” if you will, to advance 
the cause of global maritime security and to fight for littoral 
sea control at an acceptable degree of risk. The USN should be 
a tailored force whose structure is aligned to the modern 
geopolitical needs of the nation. 

A basic element of Mahan’s theory is that a key function 
of a navy is to blockade and strangle enemy sea commerce. I 
am not convinced that in today’s world we could effectively 
do this to Chinese commerce without a) harming neutrals and 
allies due to the highly interdependent nature of today’s 
economic system and b) inviting nuclear escalation. Moreover 
we ought to be very careful about invoking not just Mahan, 
but Corbett too. Corbett's work comes closer to being relevant 
to today's naval circumstances, but he too is fading. Corbett, 
like Mahan, says that the first function of a dominant navy is 
to protect one’s own trade and deny trade to an enemy. This is 
not true anymore, at least not in the way Corbett meant. Sea 
trade today is so internationally intertwined, with flag, 
ownership and cargo all being mixed and matched in ways not 
seen before, that the disruption of trade to one country 
inevitably imposes dire economic consequences on many 
others. The world has become very dependent on the 
uninterrupted flow of resources and goods among the large 
majority of the world’s nations. 

In the world of today, the first function of our dominant 
navy is to ensure the U.S. can maintain the rules of the 
international order. A book by George Modelski and William 
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Thompson entitled Seapower in Global Politics 1494-1993 
does a quantitative study that correlates sea power with overall 
national power. Their conclusion is that command of the sea 
allows its possessor to set the rules of the international order, 
which the U.S. did in 1945 and at least reinforced them again 
in 1992. Once the global system became truly universal, the 
dominant navy's function is to help provide system security 
and flow, which includes preventing war. A war between the 
U.S. and China is not very likely, and a global naval war even 
less likely. However, in the event something was to happen, it 
most likely would be a sea control fight somewhere along the 
Chinese littoral, ranging from the Yellow Sea down to the 
Straits of Malacca. If the Chinese follow their own script of 
“localized warfare under high tech conditions,” and If we play 
our cards right, we neutralize the PLAN relatively quickly, 
and it then becomes a matter of China deciding whether to 
embargo the U.S. by not buying from us or not selling to us. If 
we thought through the matter objectively, we would see that 
our preference would be for everyone’s commerce, including 
China’s, to continue unmolested throughout the whole affair. 

Commercial shipping is perhaps less threatened in today’s 
world than ever before. Where shipping is potentially 
threatened is two places: the Strait of Hormuz and the South 
China Sea. Hormuz is a systemic vulnerability because there is 
no alternate route around it. The South China Sea is a 
vulnerability because China seems to be claiming it as internal 
waters, which would present a critical constriction on a key 
conduit of world trade, a “strategic maritime crossroads” 
according to Admiral Greenert, all the more so because if she 
were successful in this project, the precedent would open the 
door for 38% of the world’s oceans, now defined as exclusive 
economic zones, to become claimable as sovereign territory, 
which would ultimately generate a mare clausum. In reality, 
both the USN and PLAN have a shared interest in keeping 
Hormuz open, just as both navies cooperate in anti-piracy 
efforts off Somalia. However, in the South China Sea, our 
interests collide. China’s “Mahanian” navy is being designed 
to muscle out both the USN and the small forces of bordering 
countries. 

It has been common to associate Mahanian theory with 
the notion of sea control. In fact, Mahan does not mention the 
term in his most famous work. What he does say is that capital 
ship forces would engage in a decisive sea battle to achieve 
“overbearing power.” Corbett called this command of the sea, 
and acknowledged that it could be so achieved, but went 
further to recognize that command was not enough; sea 
control would have to still be exercised as a kind of naval 
housekeeping task that would be made possible by the 
precursor seizure of command of the sea. In today’s world, 
and especially in the South China Sea, the whole framework 
has changed. China, in order to exert control over that sea and 
the islands within it, is building a range of combatants, 
ranging from the Houbei, a small catamaran coastal missile 
craft, to an aircraft carrier. The task for the USN is to ensure 
China cannot exercise such control if it is being used in the 
furtherance of policies inimical to ours. In this area, the USN’s 
potential task would be sea denial, something best conducted 
by submarines, mines, unmanned systems and perhaps LCS or 
some other form of small littoral surface combatant. There is 
no percentage in using our most capital intensive units – the 
carriers – for this task. However, a reflexive but distorted 

focus on sea control a la Mahan would lead us into disaster by 
doctrinally associating our large units – the carriers – with a 
function for which they are no longer suited. 

So, to get back to the original question, yes, one could 
make the case that China is becoming a real Mahanian power, 
and this is of concern to the United States, but not for the 
reasons I suspect are behind the question. There should be no 
race to achieve Mahanian sea power. Rather, it would be 
better for both China and the U.S. to steer a course away from 
Mahan’s vision and logic. The current U.S. maritime strategy, 
A Cooperative Strategy for 21st Century Seapower” (CS21) 
incorporates valid modern logic based on the interdependent 
global system. If we could convince the Chinese to adopt this 
view, both nations would be more secure in the future. Both 
the U.S. and China are great nations that have good and 
sufficient reasons for maintaining large navies, but an 
attachment to Mahanian thinking – on both our parts - is a 
recipe for conflict and war in a way not so very unlike the 
British/German naval rivalry leading up to World War I. The 
question suggests that America needs a new round of naval 
education. We must give Mahan credit for performing this 
function 120 years ago, and his lessons served the nation well. 
However, the world has moved on, and we must release our 
attachment to Mahan and engage in the kind of creative 
thinking in our time that he exercised in his. 

 
Are China’s Near Seas “Anti-Navy” capabilities aimed 

directly at the United States? by Andrew Erickson from 
Information Dissemination, June 13 

Dr. Andrew S. Erickson is an Associate Professor in the 
Strategic Research Department at the U.S. Naval War College 
and a core founding member of the department’s China 
Maritime Studies Institute (CMSI). 

Yes, but it’s more complicated than that. In the military 
realm, Washington and Beijing face a situation that is complex 
both in concept and in policy implications. In contrast to its 
mostly-settled land borders , China’s island and maritime zone 
claims in the “Near Seas” remain mostly unresolved. 

To further its still-contested claims in these “Three Seas” 
(the Yellow, East China, and South China Seas), China is 
developing increasingly-sophisticated capabilities to hold at 
risk forces of the U.S. and its allies and friends in that region 
and its immediate approaches. While some of these anti-
access/area denial (A2/AD)—or, from Beijing’s perspective, 
“counter-intervention”—capabilities are naval in nature, land-
based missiles controlled by the Second Artillery Force and 
land-based aircraft constitute many of the most potent and 
potentially effective ones. Thus, merely comparing the two 
nations’ navies as a whole, whatever allowances are made for 
the fact that the globally-distributed and -tasked U.S. Navy 
could not divert the majority of its platforms to the Near Seas 
even in wartime, fails to capture the true extent of the People’s 
Liberation Army (PLA)’s emerging challenge to the U.S. 
Navy. For this reason, some U.S. government analysts refer to 
China’s A2/AD forces as an “Anti-Navy .” 

Chinese policymakers by no means desire war with the 
U.S., which would be ruinous to both sides, as well as to the 
region more generally; and would completely derail China’s 
domestic development, which remains a priority of China’s 
leadership second only to the survival of the Chinese 
Communist Party (CCP) in power. Rather, their goal is to 
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deter U.S. forces from intervening in regional disputes in 
which Beijing is involved in the first place. For instance, the 
cross-Strait military balance has shifted dramatically over the 
past decade. While the U.S. military retains great capabilities 
vis-à-vis mainland China, Taiwan has no major areas of 
superiority left with which to resist coercion—save for the 
substantial natural defenses that have been conferred on it by 
geography and which could be enhanced significantly should 
Taipei pursue a “Porcupine Strategy ” more robustly. 
Likewise, in all major bilateral scenarios, China enjoys 
substantial military advantages over each of its neighbors in 
the South China Sea. Moreover, Chinese policymakers believe 
that their nation has far stronger, more enduring interests in 
the Near Seas than does the U.S. So it’s readily apparent why 
Chinese military planners view developing credible capacity 
to deter American military intervention as essential to 
realizing their major strategic objectives, and are optimistic 
about their long-term prospects in this regard. 

Despite these undeniable challenges, however, the U.S. 
retains significant advantages that are likely to persist in many 
respects, even as the world changes significantly in coming 
years. Moreover, beyond the Near Seas, Sino-American 
strategic dynamics are very different. With no claims to 
inflame Chinese sensitivities, and with sea lanes on which 
both nations rely for their economic lifeblood but which are 
threatened by non-state actors such as Somali pirates, the “Far 
Seas” of the Indian Ocean and beyond offer a zone of potential 
cooperation for the U.S., China, and a host of other nations 
that can play a constructive role in sustaining and defending 
the global system. 

Global Context 
Near Seas dynamics are important, then, but must be 

viewed in larger perspective. Several pronounced trends are 
shaping a world in which the U.S. is moving beyond its 
“unipolar moment,” yet appears poised to remain the world’s 
sole superpower for years to come. 

 First, the world is witnessing the rapid ascension of 
several developing regional powers—namely China, 
India, and Brazil—of potentially pivotal importance 
geostrategically and economically, particularly 
because of their strategic locations, vibrant 
populations, productive societies, and governmental 
ambitions. Second, diffusion of knowledge and the 
education of talented individuals are dispersing 
technological development around an increasingly 
“flat” (interconnected) world. For a long time to 
come, the U.S. will remain the only nation capable of 
operating militarily in the vast majority of the global 
commons, thanks to continued superiority in long-
range precision strike, power projection, and non-
military operations support capabilities. But the rise 
of irregular tactics and cyber warfare may prove 
increasingly difficult to address decisively. 

 Third, the world is entering an unprecedented, likely 
irreversible, demographic transformation. 
Henceforth, the developing world will produce the 
majority of population growth, thereby increasing its 
influence; but within the developed world, the U.S. 
will experience similarly disproportionate growth. 
The result is that some of the societies with which the 
U.S. shares the most common values and closest 

alliances are aging to the point that their populations 
are likely to suffer from constrained economic 
growth and reduced willingness to expend resources 
for military purposes. 

 Fourth, a vast global middle class is emerging that 
desires “Western” living standards. Coupled with 
overall population growth, stressing the global 
environment, and in particular on water, energy, 
food, commodities, and other strategic resources. 

 Fifth, the interconnected nature of the post-Cold-War 
twenty-first-century world, while yielding 
unprecedented prosperity and life possibilities, has 
also unleashed unprecedented potential for their 
disruption. 

 Finally, while non-state and transnational factors may 
provide potent rationale for states to cooperate, 
differences in national interest may complicate 
matters even here. Furthermore, there is a potential 
collective action problem as more great powers and 
regional powers active in international organizations 
mean more difficulty in reaching consensus, and 
more vetoes over potential courses of collective 
action. At the same time, the rise of so many 
developing powers with low per capita resources 
means that they are likely to want increased status 
and influence, yet be reluctant to commit major 
resources to global public goods provision. 

These factors suggest that the role of the U.S. as the 
world’s preeminent provider of public goods, e.g., securing 
the global commons, is likely to remain indispensable for the 
foreseeable future. However, providing security for the global 
commons must be a multilateral effort to ensure maximum 
success. 

Asia-Pacific: Key Region 
As the world’s most economically dynamic region, its 

greatest source of climate-changing pollution, and the one 
most militarily dynamic—the most at risk for high-intensity 
conflict as well as perhaps the most vulnerable to non-
traditional security threats—the Asia-Pacific is the most 
critical area for Washington to understand the aforementioned 
trends and act accordingly. The world is witnessing an 
unprecedented transfer of wealth and influence from West to 
East. The Asia-Pacific is emerging not only as the twenty-first 
century’s most critical arena of world affairs, but also as a 
bellwether and microcosm of key trends that are already 
beginning to define the emerging international system. 

China: Center Of A Rising Asia 
China in particular is enjoying remarkable growth that is 

funding robust civil and military development, and greatly 
increasing its diplomatic and environmental influence. To 
understand key world energy and resource trends over the next 
two decades, one must look to Asia—particularly China. 
China’s tremendous appetite for natural resources in particular 
will remain a key influence behind economic and security 
policies in the East Asian region and abroad. Possessing the 
world’s largest foreign exchange reserves, a formidable yet 
opaque sovereign wealth fund, and recent investment overseas 
further enhance Beijing’s leverage. 

China’s rise offers many positive opportunities for all 
Asia-Pacific nations, including the U.S. China shares national 
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interests in development, trade, and security from sub-state 
and transnational threats with nations throughout the region 
and around the globe. Unfortunately, however, it also poses 
increasing challenges to other nations’ interests and key 
elements of the existing order. 

A fundamental question, then, is how China envisions the 
future role of the U.S. in the Asia-Pacific. The coincidence of 
America’s rise on the world stage with China’s more than a 
century of withdrawal from it means that China and the U.S. 
have never been powerful simultaneously. This unprecedented 
situation will require considerable adjustment in thinking on 
all sides, and here again the Asia-Pacific region is bearing 
witness to the evolution of key trends well before they 
characterize the world as a whole. 

While it has been noticeably flexible and positive in other 
areas, with respect to its present territorial and maritime 
claims, China is unyielding. Aided by the fact that the U.S. 
Senate has yet to ratify the UN Convention on the Law of the 
Sea (UNCLOS), Beijing is attempting to lead a small minority 
of 23 of 192 UN member states in promoting revisionist and 
inconsistent interpretations of the convention in order to 
prohibit undesired operation of foreign military platforms in 
its claimed EEZ and the airspace above it . Chinese 
prohibition of military operations in virtually the entire South 
China Sea would threaten freedom of navigation in some of 
the world’s most important shipping and energy lanes, as well 
as set a precedent for 38% of the world’s oceans potentially 
claimed as EEZ areas to be similarly restricted—even by 
nations that lacked the capacity to maintain order there in the 
face of sub-state threats. The U.S. is therefore working with 
interested members of the Association of Southeast Asian 
Nations (ASEAN), not to adjudicate regional maritime claim 
disputes—which as a matter of policy it does not do—but 
rather to ensure that these nations are not unfairly pressured by 
China. 

Given China’s increasingly assertive rhetoric, reliance on 
nationalism as a source of CCP legitimacy amid possible 
economic and social challenges, and preoccupation with 
bureaucratic politics leading up to the transition to fifth-
generation leadership this year, it is unlikely that China’s 
approach will become more positive or conciliatory in the near 
future. Where many of China’s neighbors were recently 
attracted by its impressive soft power approach, they are now 
increasingly concerned and seek U.S. support as a hedge 
against Chinese irredentism. The U.S. thus remains critical to 
maintaining a stable balance of power, and thereby preserving 
peace, in the Asia-Pacific. 

Since World War II, the U.S. has helped to secure and 
maintain the global commons—key mediums used by all but 
owned by none. Initially, this involved the sea and air; more 
recently, it has come to include the space and cyber 
dimensions. In order to further its parochial interests, Beijing 
wishes to impose antiquated territorial notions on the portions 
of these commons that adjoin its territory, and to do so it is 
developing A2/AD capabilities designed specifically to 
prevent U.S. and allied military intervention in any related 
scenarios. Like other lesser potential military competitors, it 
purposely avoids matching U.S. forces directly, and instead 
privileges operations optimized for a relatively narrow range 
of contingencies and missions. 

To avoid excessive vulnerability to Chinese coercion, the 
U.S. and its allies and friends in the Asia-Pacific should 
therefore pursue force structures and operational approaches 
that are less susceptible to asymmetric challenges while not so 
escalatory in nature as to be difficult or problematic to use, 
and hence not credible deterrents in many scenarios. 

The U.S. must understand challenges inherent in its 
alliances and partnerships themselves, and work closely with 
its counterparts to address them. Washington must be sensitive 
to historical grievances and symbolism, and maintain robust 
connections and dialogue with actors across the political 
spectrum in each of its allies and friends. 

People matter, and so too do population trends: by 2025-
30, China and India will trade places demographically, when 
India will achieve the world’s largest population and will be 
growing rapidly as China’s population peaks and begins to 
decline slightly. China is thus emulating its Northeast Asian 
neighbors Japan and South Korea in rapid aging, the U.S. is 
holding steady, and India is in demographic ascendance. 
Exceptional demographics will increase the proportion of 
American population, wealth, and influence in the developed 
world, maintaining Washington’s appeal as an alliance 
partner. The U.S. and its allies must work with India and other 
more youthful powers to further international norms and the 
rule of law in a changing world. 

As for mainland China, its current trajectory with respect 
to economic development and military growth is impressive, 
and is likely to remain so for at least another decade. But ca. 
2030-35 by even the most optimistic estimates, China will 
start aging to such a degree as to call any straight-line 
projections of these trends into serious doubt. More likely, 
China’s accretion of comprehensive national power will 
resemble an “S-curved ” pattern, in which a great power in its 
early years of modernization can exploit low labor costs and 
initial infrastructure investment to grow rapidly, but ultimately 
assumes social welfare and international burdens that 
progressively slow its growth, and may even check its rise in 
the international system. 

Cooperation Against Common Threats 
Overall, there is reason for considerable optimism: all 

East, Northeast, and Southeast Asian states are opposed to 
terrorism and other illegal and disruptive activities by non-
state actors. Even North Korea, while still engaging in limited 
lethal military actions and criminal activities to obtain hard 
currency, does not currently support sub-state terrorist 
activities—unlike Iran, for example. Despite their differences 
regarding appropriate definitions of, and policies toward, 
terrorism, the U.S., India, China, and other nations have all 
suffered severely from it and are working hard to prevent it. 

These shared threats—which reveal shared interests in 
economic development, trade, and the security of the global 
commons—offer a compelling rationale for further 
cooperation among regional nations. This is particularly true 
as globalization generates further nontraditional security 
threats, and nations develop better military and non-military 
means to address them—thereby furnishing more capabilities 
and expertise to share and compare. The potential for this 
approach is demonstrated even in the volatile U.S.-China 
relationship. The tragic events of 11 September 2001 helped to 
“reset” relations between Washington and Beijing temporarily, 
with the latter offering significant assistance. More recently, 
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China has developed military capabilities to provide public 
goods that it lacked utterly a decade ago. 

Ultimately, America’s position in the international system 
is a question of its power, purpose, and provision of goods that 
benefit allies and other nations, as well as such component 
systems as the global commons. The U.S. now faces a world 
in which some of its weightiest historical missions of previous 
years have been largely accomplished. But it remains 
preeminent and indispensable, the only power with the ability 
and willingness to accomplish certain things that are vitally 
necessary for the continued function of the international 
system. 

In today’s “unipolar” or “uni-multipolar” world, being a 
good global citizen for the U.S. will increasingly entail 
assembling and working with coalitions, and even to 
encourage other nations to engage in positive leadership of 
their own. The former is the very essence of the U.S. Maritime 
Strategy ; the latter is the essence of Washington’s 
encouraging Beijing to act as a “responsible stakeholder.” 
Recognizing that China is an increasingly powerful state that 
desires to build great power status and play an important role 
on the world stage, Washington rightly suggests that the U.S. 
and other nations will recognize China in this regard in 
proportion to the contributions that it makes to the public 
good. Or, as the concept is expressed in the popular American 
movie ‘Spiderman’, “With great power comes great 
responsibility.” 

Conclusion 
As we move further into the twenty-first century, it will 

increasingly be an Asia-Pacific century. Several trends seem 
likely to define the emerging international system, and 
America’s role within it. China is clearly poised to play an 
important role in the region and the world even as the U.S. 
does as well; Washington and Beijing must come to terms 
with their unprecedented coexistence as great powers. 
Fortunately, Washington is well-placed to turn these 
challenges into opportunities, provided that it pursues 
intelligent, pragmatic policies and works well with a growing 
network of allies, friends, and partners—including, in many 
areas, China. 

For the foreseeable future, then, a key question is to what 
extent the U.S. and China will be willing to cooperate in the 
Far Seas, even as their relationship suffers from profound 
strategic distrust and they experience strategic friction in the 
Near Seas. Washington seems open to such a bifurcated 
approach, but it remains uncertain whether Beijing will 
embrace it given historical sensitivities, nationalism, and 
possible erosion of economic growth as a source of CCP 
legitimacy. China, for its part, lacks aspirations or capability 
to dominate the Far Seas for the foreseeable future, but 
appears already to be seeking influence in the Near Seas and 
the East Asian region sufficient to achieve veto power over 
major activities there that it believes inimical to its core 
interests and security. The U.S., meanwhile, is a status quo 
power that is strongly committed to maintaining the existing 
global system, which could not be sustained in its present form 
if China carved out a zone of exceptionalism in the Near Seas. 
Current trends suggest that Beijing’s growth in capabilities, 
while extremely dynamic of late, will slow; while 
Washington’s strengths, while not unchallenged as before, will 
endure to a considerable extent. The two great Asia-Pacific 

powers must thus continue to manage a difficult relationship 
in the Near Seas, even as they enjoy significant prospects for 
achieving competitive coexistence more generally. 

 
Iran Swears It’s Building Nuke Subs by Robert 

Beckhusen from Danger Room (WIRED), June 12 
It can be hard to tell which announcements from Iran are 

true, which ones are wish-fulfillment, and which ones are 
simply Iran trying to keep up with the Joneses. Consider that 
when you hear the news that Iran is planning to build nuclear 
submarines. 

According to Iran’s semi-official Fars news agency, Rear 
Adm. Abbas Zamini said that Iran is “at the initial phases” of 
this sub-making venture. The news agency also noted the 
admiral’s recognition of Iran’s “astonishing progress in 
developing and acquiring civilian nuclear technology for 
various power-generation, agricultural and medical purposes,” 
which allows Iran to “think of manufacturing nuclear-fueled 
submarines.” Read: this is still in the conceptual stage. Zamini 
also said that all countries have the right to manufacture 
nuclear-powered submarines for peaceful purposes. And Iran 
wouldn’t violate any international treaties by doing so — 
unlike, say, if it built the bomb. 

In other words, it’s a military program involving nuclear 
energy, but with enough distance from a nuclear weapons 
program to give Tehran freedom to build it. 

If Iran can pull it off, that is. It’s possible, though it’ll be 
difficult and take a long time. First, Iran will have to 
miniaturize the country’s nuclear technology into a safe and 
working power plant capable of powering a sub. Second, one 
does not just install a nuclear plant onto a submarine. Iran will 
have to build a new sub from scratch around the future sub’s 
nuclear plant. 

“I’m sure the Iranians are in the early stages of SSN 
development, if indeed they’re serious about this,” Jim 
Holmes, an associate professor of strategy and policy at the 
Naval War College, tells Danger Room. (SSN is a naval 
abbreviation for nuclear-powered attack subs.) “It is relatively 
easy to install nuclear propulsion in a carrier, chiefly because 
you have lots of space to work with. By contrast, you in effect 
construct the submarine hull — a tube — around the nuclear 
plant. This poses huge problems, simply because the confines 
of a submarine are very cramped.” 

They’ll also need lots of enriched uranium. 
“There’s a lot of variation in how ‘highly’ enriched the 

fuel needs to be. It depends on the design, the ship type, and 
the navy,” Holmes says. This means Iran would possibly 
“need to enrich an excess of fuel for their first naval reactor – 
if only because they’re bound to make mistakes and be less 
efficient than they would be after going through the 
experimentation and learning process. Not an easy thing with 
[International Atomic Energy Agency] inspectors occasionally 
snooping around.” 

Though Iran may not have to worry. The Nuclear Non-
Proliferation Treaty, which limits nuclear weapon states to 
five countries (not including Iran), also removes IAEA 
safeguards for nuclear materials used for “non-explosive 
military purposes such as naval propulsion,” according to Cole 
Harvey of the Monterey Institute of International Studies. This 
mean Iran could theoretically move nuclear materials into its 
propulsion program, before refashioning the material into 
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“bomb cores in a cheating or breakout scenario,” Harvey 
wrote in an article for the Nuclear Threat Initiative. 

Iran has no tradition of manufacturing their own subs, 
aside from around a dozen or more mine-laying miniature 
vessels. (Iran’s three diesel-powered Kilo class attack 
submarines were bought from Russia.) And according to 
Iranian state media, Iran is only now capable of repairing the 
Kilo on their own. “So, the Iranians can’t do what our navy 
did with the Nautilus in the 1950s — i.e., take a working 
conventional submarine and retrofit a nuclear plant to it,” 
Holmes said, referring to the world’s first nuclear-powered 
submarine. 

Iran’s navy also operates primarily in the Persian Gulf, 
which is too shallow for nuclear subs. But nuclear subs could 
allow Iran to operate more effectively in the Gulf of Oman, as 
a way to challenge U.S. ships before they reach the Strait of 
Hormuz — one of the world’s most vital oil shipping corridors 
— and before they reach Iran’s coast. 

“It’s not impossible,” said Holmes. “But it seems hard to 
believe this would be a high priority for Tehran considering 
the financial and engineering barriers to entry. It could be a 
matter of keeping up with the Joneses. Nuclear-driven 
warships are a token of great power, and tokens are something 
aspiring great powers like the Islamic Republic covet.” 

Iran’s conventional submarines are nothing to dismiss 
either. All it takes is one mine exploding in the Persian Gulf to 
drive up insurance costs for international shipping, and the 
risk for U.S. commanders that an armed enemy sub could be 
anywhere, even right below you, can have an outsized effect 
compared to surface ships. 

That’s reason enough for why the U.S. is doubling its 
Persian Gulf minesweeper fleet and boosting its compliment 
of MH-53 “Sea Stallion” helicopters, which can hunt mines. 

Iran’s announcements also need to be taken with a grain 
— or grains — of salt. In April, Iran’s Fars news agency 
announced that Iran was continuing with a blockade of the 
Strait and inspections of all ships passing through it. That 
would be news to the American aircraft carriers that sail 
through the Strait on the regular. 

 
“The Evolution of Privateers to PCASPs” by Lt. 

Cmdr. Claude Berube from U.S. Naval Institute, June 13 
Lieutenant Commander Claude Berube is the co-editor of 

“Maritime Private Security: Market Responses Piracy, 
Terrorism, and Waterborne Security Risks in the 21st 
Century” (Routledge, 2012). 

Navy Lt Kurt Albaugh’s recent piece (“The Return of the 
Privateers”) at news.usni.org is valuable in the discussion 
about an old concept made new in response to the challenge of 
Somali piracy off the Horn of Africa and the Indian Ocean. 
The private sector is adapting to new markets. In this case, a 
private security industry has emerged to address the needs of 
the private sector’s threat by pirates, especially in that region 
of the world. 

Appropriate terminology is the first step in understanding 
this issue. Privateers were ships authorized by states to engage 
in armed conflict against another state’s commerce. Letters of 
marque were issued by a state to formalize that authorization. 
They were considered such an integral part of naval warfare 
that the founding fathers included that specific power for 
Congress in Article 1, Section 8 of the U.S. Constitution. 

During the War of 1812, for example, the U.S. government 
with a small navy of approximately sixteen ships at the war’s 
outset, issue some 500 letters of marque to privateers which, 
subsequently, captured more than 1,300 British prizes (see 
Charles Brodine, “The War’s Pervasive Dimensions,” Naval 
History, June 2012). Letters of marque were later issued by 
the independent Republic of Texas in the 1830s and the 
Confederate States of American during the Civil War. The 
Treaty of Paris (1856) (see “Contracts of Marque,” 
Proceedings, November 2007) ending the Crimean War 
banned the use of privateers by the war’s combatants. The 
U.S. later signed the Hague Convention of 1907 signaling its 
own end to the use of privateers. 

Consequently, the term “privateer” is not an entirely 
accurate reflection of today’s emerging maritime security 
industry since the companies are a) not hired largely by states 
and b) not engaged to seek out and capture or destroy enemy 
commerce. The current termed that has gained acceptance is 
“PCASP” – Privately Contracted Armed Security Personnel. 
This includes both the armed guards hired on board ships and 
as well as a subset of the maritime security industry. 

The proposed Convoy Escort Programme, a private naval 
force underwritten by Lloyds, despite indications otherwise in 
the past several years appears poised to finally materialize. 
This concept is not new. Since 2007, when piracy began to 
emerge as a threat to shipping at first in the Gulf of Aden, 
several firms have claimed they had or intended to buy ships. 
While the former Blackwater was the first to produce a ship – 
the former NOAA ship McArthur – it arrived in the Red Sea 
without any clients and the ship never provided protection to 
commercial clients as intended. Other firms, including U.S. 
and French companies, made bold assertions that they had 
many boats at the ready, but upon investigation none existed 
and the stories rapidly changed. (see “Private Security 
Companies and Piracy,” Jane’s Intelligence Review, March 
2009). Several companies have, however, had platforms in the 
region including Protection Vessels International (PVI) which 
has operated three escort boats on a consistent basis. Other 
firms have also emerged providing logistics platforms such as 
“floatels” (floating hotels). 

The response to piracy has included both state navies and 
a far more robust response from the shipping industry 
including improvements to Best Management Practices as well 
as the reluctant acceptances of on-board armed guards. State 
navies have existed for thousands of years and control of the 
seas were determined by battles such as Salamis between the 
various Greek city-states and the Persian Empire or Actium 
between the competing Roman and Egyptian forces. But, on 
occasion, usually out of necessity, states and shipping 
companies (such as the East India Company) have turned to 
the private sector, right or wrong, to supplement their numbers 
or address other shortcomings. 

Lt. Albaugh piece echoes the fundamental questions of 
accountability, rules of engagement (or in PCASP parlance 
“use of force”), and interests of the state – or more 
appropriately the shipping companies, are important. These 
and other questions are being debated but the answers are by 
no means set. Finally, the market itself may change as 
radically as it has in the past five or six years. 

With some 20,000 ship transits in the Gulf of Aden 
annually, the opportunities for maritime security companies 
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seemed encouraging, but the actual number of vulnerable 
ships to pirates is far less depending on the speed and ship 
structures which are both preventative to most attacks. Six 
years ago, only six to twelve firms offer armed maritime 
security guards (according to my co-editor on “Maritime 
Private Security”). Today the Security Association for the 
Maritime Industry (SAMI) has over 120 firms as members. 
Some estimates suggest the number of firms is higher than 
200. Arguably not every firm has the same capability, offers 
the same services, or is as robust as others. Some may simply 
be an individual through whom other contracts and resumes 
are processed. The number of Gulf of Aden transits will not 
markedly increase. With the proliferation of PCASPs and the 
decreased number of successful attacks (primarily due to 
armed guards), it is possible that if these conditions hold the 
market in that region has been saturated, that opportunities 
with it will diminish and marginal PCASPs with no other 
choice than the leave the market or to find other markets, 
should they arise, such as the Gulf of Guinea. 

 
Expertise, Voice, Grit, and Listening…A Look at the 

Possible. by LCDR Benjamin “BJ” Armstrong from U.S. 
Naval Institute, June 12 

This is the final installment in my series of posts on 
William Sims and what his discovery and development of 
continuous aim fire a century ago can tell us about junior 
leaders and innovation. They are part of the remarks that I 
delivered at NWDC’s Junior Leader Innovation Symposium. 

Years after serving as the Navy’s Inspector of Target 
Practice, as World War I raged, Rear Admiral William Sims 
was sent to England to command all U.S. Naval Forces based 
there. Promoted to Vice Admiral, he arrived as the U-boat 
Wolfpacks of the German Navy were decimating the supply 
lines across the Atlantic. The British Isles were on the verge of 
starvation. The Royal Navy had been completely ineffective 
against the German submarines as they massed their 
battleships to take on the German Imperial Navy’s High Seas 
Fleet. 

When Admiral Sims arrived he was approached by a 
group of young Lieutenants who brought him an idea which 
the Royal Navy had refused to implement. These Lieutenants 
were the Commanding Officers of a new class of warship 
called a Destroyer, and they believed that working together 
they could convoy supplies across the Atlantic and take on the 
Wolfpacks, swarm against swarm. The Royal Navy’s 
Admiralty refused to adopt the new tactics. Sims requested 
more destroyers from the States, and told the Royal Navy that 
the U.S. would help out if they tried the young JO’s ideas. 

The convoy system showed results almost immediately. 
The convoys were so successful and so vital to the war effort 
that Sims – the very definition of a Battleship Admiral – 
cabled back to Washington and told the Department of the 
Navy to stop building Battleships and put all shipbuilding into 
Destroyers … all because he listened to a group of Junior 
Leaders with a good idea. 

After the war was over, Sims took over as the President of 
The Naval War College. He made adjustments to the 
curriculum and he started running officers through war games. 
These war games included early work on a war plan that could 
be used for a conflict in the Pacific. The work that Sims 
started on the Pacific plan, which became War Plan Orange, 

suggested that the U.S. Navy should look into investing in a 
new kind of ship … the aircraft carrier. The Battleship 
Admiral, who championed Destroyers because of the tactical 
and operational innovation of junior leaders, turned to the 
birth of naval aviation because of the ideas of his subordinates 
at the War College. The Milwaukee Journal wrote that Sims 
“continued to be a thorn in the fat flesh of the naval hierarchy 
during his entire career.” 

What can we learn from this story? 
First, you have to know where your expertise lies. You 

have to study, and do the deep research needed to understand 
why things are the way they are. You have to understand that 
you don’t know everything, and like Sims working with his 
wardroom mates and his gunner’s mates, you have to work to 
identify challenges and problems. It’s important to admit that 
you don’t know everything. Once you admit it, start learning 
as much as you can. Alfred Thayer Mahan wrote, “The study 
of history lies at foundation of all sound military conclusions 
and practices.” The key element in his principle is that we 
have to study and develop our expertise. 

Find a way to talk about your idea. Take Sims’ warning to 
heart though and don’t be insubordinate, don’t write a letter to 
the President (it’s probably not going to get you anywhere 
today anyway). However, you need to engage both inside the 
system and outside the system. Inside the Navy and the 
Military you have NWDC concept development. You have 
SUBFOR’s TANG that we heard about from VADM 
Richardson earlier. And we have some of the resources that 
Dr. Fall from ONR described. You also have your chain of 
command. You can submit changes to TTP’s and manuals, 
NATOPS changes, or write white papers to submit up the 
chain. Outside of the lifelines there are also options. Write an 
article for USNI’s Proceedings or write up your idea for one of 
the online publications like USNI Blog, Small Wars Journal, 
Information Dissemination, or the Next War Blog at the 
Center for International Maritime Security. We can also 
engage with the community professional organizations like 
Naval Helicopter Association, Tailhook, or the Surface Navy 
Association. 

Third, find something you believe in and demonstrate 
your own grit. You have to want to do this. This isn’t a fast or 
sure way to a fitrep or an eval bullet. This isn’t necessarily 
going to get you another ribbon for your chest candy. This is 
for the combat effectiveness of the Service. This is about 
professionalism. You have to be willing to spend 2 years 
writing 13 reports that everyone appears to be ignoring. You 
have to be willing to invest the time and energy and hard work 
needed to see your idea through. Christopher Hitchens wrote 
in his book Letters to a Young Contrarian, “Don’t expect to be 
thanked, by the way, the life of an oppositionist is supposed to 
be difficult.” 

Finally, we all need to learn to listen. This is especially 
true as we become more senior. Today we may be the junior 
leaders, but that means tomorrow some of us will be the mid-
grade leaders, and in the future some of us will be the senior 
leaders of the Navy. Sims is proof that when you remember 
it’s not about you but instead it’s about the idea and about the 
Service, you can continue to innovate as you are promoted. 
However, as a senior officer or senior enlisted it takes more 
listening and more encouraging of your subordinates, because 
they’re likely to have the next great idea…like convoys or 
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aircraft carriers. Having senior leaders that listen, and who 
become the champions of the great ideas of their subordinates, 
is just as vital as having junior personnel with innovative 
ideas. 

There’s a reason why the title of my last slide says 
“Lessons Observed.” These lessons are just ideas that I’ve 
pulled from this story. William Sims offers us all a great 
example to learn from. However, whether or not these 
observations actually become lessons learned … that’s up to 
you. 

The author would like to thank VADM Daly, Bill Miller, 
and Mary Ripley from USNI for encouraging his involvement 
with the NWDC conference. 

 
New Clinical Support Tool Helps Treat Substance Use 

Disorders by Corina Notyce from Navy Medicine Live, 
June 13 

To address the ongoing concern within the military about 
substance use disorders, a new tool kit is available to assist 
health care providers treating patients abusing alcohol or 
drugs. The “Substance Use Disorder Toolkit,” developed by 
U.S. Army Medical Command (MEDCOM), Department of 
Veterans Affairs and Defense Centers of Excellence for 
Psychological Health and Traumatic Brain Injury (DCoE), 
ensures providers deliver evidence-based treatment consistent 
with the Department of Veterans Affairs and Defense 
Department Clinical Practice Guideline. The tool kit also 
makes it easier for providers to share relevant information and 
resources to support recovery with patients and families. 

“This tool kit is intended to be a useful, quick reference 
tool for primary care providers to maximize treatment efforts,” 
said Lt. Col. Philip Holcombe, DCoE subject matter expert on 
psychological health. “It provides an overview of best care 
practices, summarizes and highlights key areas providers need 
to cover in treatment, and includes easy-to-use reference cards 
providers can keep in the exam room to assist them with 
assessment and care.” 

A 2008 survey of active-duty service members revealed 
that 20 percent of warriors drank heavily and abusively at least 
once within a 30-day period; heavy drinking is still 
problematic today. The reasons why service members and 
veterans turn to mood-altering substances (e.g., alcohol, 
prescription medicines, over-the-counter medications, steroids, 
dietary supplements and inhalants) vary significantly, but 
common reasons include social influence, recreation, 
loosening of inhibitions and stress relief. 

“Studies and research are uncovering that combat 
exposure and deployment-related psychological stress are 
associated with an increase in frequency of heavy drinking and 
substance misuse behaviors,” said Lt. Cmdr. David Barry, 
DCoE subject matter expert on substance abuse. 
“Additionally, many service members and veterans turn to 
alcohol or drugs to overcome other psychological health 
problems or symptoms, such as sleep.” 

Service members with substance abuse problems may 
experience multiple adverse consequences in their personal 
and professional lives. Substance use disorders may cause 
health, marital, legal and financial problems, as well as lead to 
emotional and physical abuse. For example, more than 50 
percent of family abuse stems from substance abuse. To 
address this concern, one of the tool kit brochures entitled, 

“Substance Abuse Affects Families,” assists providers in 
educating family members about the family impacts of 
substance abuse. 

To download a copy of the “Substance Use Disorder 
Toolkit” or to order a hard copy, visit 
dcoe.health.mil/SUDToolkit . Additional products 
complementing the tool kit are scheduled for future release. 

For more clinical resources related to psychological 
health or traumatic brain injury prevention and care, visit the 
Health Professionals and Resources sections of the DCoE 
website. 

 
Father’s Day Has A Healthier Meaning from Navy 

Medicine Live, June 12 
Next week we kick-off National Men’s Health Week. 

Today’s blog comes from the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention as a teaser for next week. 

National Men’s Health Week is celebrated each year the 
week leading up to and including Father’s Day, which is June 
11-17, 2012. During this week, individuals, families, 
communities, and others work to heighten the awareness of 
preventable health problems, promote healthy living, and 
encourage early detection and treatment of disease among men 
and boys. 

What Men Can Do 

 Lead by example. Be smoke-free, prevent injuries, 
and eat healthy. 

 Wear Blue: Choose a day that works for you, your 
group or team and wear blue to raise awareness about 
men’s health. Encourage others to wear blue. 

 Wear Blue to remind men of the importance of 
staying healthy. 

 Wear Blue and become part of a national health 
movement. 

 Find health providers which have weekend and 
evening appointments or have offices conveniently 
located close to home or work. 

 Stay up on the latest about men’s health at CDC by 
signing up for email updates in the top right corner of 
the Men’s Health website. 

What Communities and/or Organization Can Do 

 Hold an educational event or presentation about 
men’s health issues, healthy living, and health care. 

 Plan a men’s health fair and be sure to cover topics 
such as heart health, injury prevention, cancer, and 
workplace safety. Check out Tips for Planning Health 
Events. 

 Encourage men to celebrate Men’s Health Week by 
seeing a doctor about annoying health problems or 
getting a thorough check-up. 

 Encourage the men and boys in your life to live a 
healthy lifestyle and seek regular medical care and 
early treatment for disease and injury. 

What Women Can Do 

 Point out the connection between good health, 
physical, and mental performance in sports, work 
stamina, etc. 
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 Encourage the men in your life to live a healthy 
lifestyle and get medical attention when needed. 

 Recruit male friends or relatives with good health 
habits to help reinforce lifestyle messages. 

 Point out the connection between good health and 
good physical, and mental performance in sports, 
work stamina, etc. 

 Remind him that his children will be influenced by 
the example he sets when forming life-long health 
habits. 

 Agree on an exercise routine that involves, and is 
enjoyable to, the both of you. If necessary, make the 
exercise out to be something for you that you need 
his support for even if it’s primarily for his own 
benefit. 

 

U.S. Third Fleet: Securing the West Coast from Navy 
Live, June 13 

“Our Navy and Marine Corps team is built for 
Warfighting First, to Operate Forward and to Be Ready to go 
into harm’s way when necessary. Third Fleet ensures our 
Sailors and Marines have the realistic and relevant training 
they need at the right time to be successful.” 

-Vice Adm. Gerald Beaman, commander, U.S. Third 
Fleet- 

U.S. 3rd Fleet (C3F) provides the training necessary for 
an effective global Navy; leads naval forces in the eastern 
Pacific from the west coast of North America to the 
International Date Line; and builds joint, interagency and 
international relationships that strengthen our ability to 
respond to crises and protects the collective maritime interests 
of the U.S. and its allies and partners. 

Warfighting First 

 C3F’s primary mission is to certify, train, and deploy 
combat-ready forces able to fight and win today. 

 C3F provides maritime security throughout the area 
of operations while developing and operating a 
worldwide deployable combat-ready naval force that 
is capable of deterring aggression and prepared to 
fight and win against any adversary. 

Operate Forward 

 C3F deploys carrier strike groups, amphibious ready 
groups and independently deploying units forward 
from the U.S. West Coast and Hawaii to provide our 
nation offshore options worldwide. 

 Through rigorous training and certification, C3F 
ensures deploying naval forces have the ability to 
assure joint operational access and deter, influence 
and win. 

Be Ready 

 This summer, C3F will lead the 23rd Rim of the 
Pacific exercise. RIMPAC 2012: 

o Is the world’s largest international maritime 
exercise. 

 Will include 22 nations, more than 40 ships and 
25,000 personnel. 

 Provides a unique training opportunity that 
strengthens international maritime partnerships and 
demonstrates the value of naval forces. 

 For latest on RIMPAC 2012, visit 
http://www.cpf.navy.mil/RIMPAC 

 As advocate for operational units, with emphasis on 
integrated air and missile defense and undersea 
warfare, C3F serves as the voice of our Sailors and 
leads through innovation as the Navy builds the 
future force. 

 C3F conducts more than two dozen annual or 
biennial exercises each year that sharpen our Sailors’ 
warfighting skills and hones our ability to win 
tomorrow. 

Facts And Figures 

 C3F’s area of operations encompasses more than 
50,000 square miles. 

 C3F personnel/assets include: 

o More than 60,000 Sailors 

o Four carrier strike groups, a numbered 
expeditionary strike group and four 
amphibious ready groups 

o More than 50 surface combatants 

o Twenty-nine submarines 

o More than 400 Navy aircraft 

Our Sailors, Marines and civilians, along with their 
families, are the cornerstone of our success. Trust and 
cooperation is the keel upon which successful international 
maritime partnerships are built. Cooperation and 
collaboration either bilaterally or multilaterally, enhance 
security, stability and prosperity. 

 
Faces of the Fleet from Navy Live, June 13 
“Faces of the Fleet” takes a look at YOUR Navy 

operating forward. These images represent the greatest Sailors 
in the greatest Navy in the world leading from the deck plates, 
and completing missions around the globe. This is your fleet 
and these are your Sailors! Hooyah, Navy!! 

 Chief Boatswain's Mate Kevin Smith points to a 
training dummy during a drill held by the aircraft 
carrier USS Nimitz (CVN 68) as it departs homeport 
at Naval Station Everett, Wash. 

 Airman Rafael Vela wipes down a propeller on an 
MH-60R Sea Hawk Helicopter assigned to the 
Saberhawks of Helicopter Maritime Strike Squadron 
(HSM) 77 aboard the Nimitz-class aircraft carrier 
USS Abraham Lincoln (CVN 72). 

 Undersecretary of the Navy Robert Work gives a 
keynote address during the 2012 Current Strategy 
Forum at the U.S. Naval War College on global 
trends and the implications they have on national 
policy and maritime forces. 

 Cryptologic Technician (Collection) 2nd Class 
Jeremy Moss and Sailors assigned to the Arleigh 
Burke-class guided-missile destroyer USS 
McCampbell (DDG 85) man the rails as the ship 
enters port at Commander Fleet Activities Okinawa. 
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 Hospital Corpsman 3rd Class Frank Martin, assigned 
to the Blackjacks of Helicopter Sea Combat 
Squadron (HSC) 21, makes friends with Indonesian 
children during a Pacific Partnership 2012 disaster 
relief medical evacuation helicopter rescue 
demonstration. 

 Navy Diver 2nd Class Matthew Kelly, assigned to 
Mobile Diving and Salvage Unit (MDSU) 2, 
Company 2-1, adjusts a Bahamian divers' AGA mask 
during a familiarization dive. 

 Sailors work as a team to fight a fire while receiving 
critique on their technique during a mass casualty 
drill on the flight deck of the aircraft carrier USS 
Nimitz (CVN 68). 

 Petty Officer Sol Benavides, U.S. Air Forces Central 
assistant to the senior defense officer, runs along the 

2.5-mile track. Benavides recently challenged herself 
to run 30 miles on her 30th birthday. 

View Gallery (8 Photos) 
Your Navy TODAY – Arabian Sea, Strait of Hormuz, 

Indonesia 
On any given day, in your Navy, our team of more than 

600,000 professional Sailors and Civilians are working 
together around the globe to perform our mission: deter 
aggression and, if deterrence fails, win our Nation’s wars. It is 
not possible to share every aspect of this global team but, 
through this blog, we offer you a glimpse of what these men 
and women do. 

View Gallery (8 Photos) 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. 21st Century Sailor And Marine “Q And A” 
(NAVY LIVE 13 MAR 12) ... Juan M. Garcia, Assistant Secretary of the Navy for Manpower and Reserve Affairs 

On March 5, Secretary of the Navy Ray Mabus held an interactive, worldwide All Hands Call onboard USS Bataan in which he 
answered questions both from Sailors present as well as those submitted through the Internet and Navy social media properties. 

 
2. Aboard USS Missouri 
Missouri Crewmen Test Sonar, Learn The Ropes 
(NEW LONDON DAY 12 MAR 12) ... Jennifer McDermott 

UNDERWAY ON THE USS MISSOURI -- As the USS Missouri deftly navigated through an area with training objects 
positioned on the sea floor, a sailor sitting in front of a high-frequency sonar screen called out the bearing and range of one of the 
objects. 

 
3. Senior Leaders Sign Surface Forces Readiness Manual Into Policy 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 13 MAR 12) ... Lt. Jan Shultis, Naval Surface Forces Public Affairs 

SAN DIEGO -- The Surface Forces Readiness Manual (SFRM) became the new standard of Surface Forces readiness when it was 
signed into policy at Commander, Naval Surface Forces headquarters March 9. 

 

CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
4. Naval Special Warfare Sailors Test 'Green Power' Initiatives For Deployed Units 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 13 MAR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class William S. Parker, Naval Special Warfare Group 2 
Public Affairs 

LITTLE CREEK, Va. -- Seabees assigned to Naval Special Warfare Group 2 are receiving training on solar-powered equipment 
this March at Joint Expeditionary Base Little Creek-Fort Story, Va. 

 
5. General: Increasing Number Of Drugs And Guns Moving Into U.S. 
(U.S. NEWS & WORLD REPORT 13 MAR 12) ... John T. Bennett 

While Iran and its militant allies are working to set up shop in South America, U.S. military leaders struggle to keep pace with the 
continent's myriad of other problems, including narcotic trafficking, gun running and smuggling illegal immigrants. 

 
6. NORTHCOM Prioritizes Homeland Defense, Cyber, Partners 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 13 MAR 12) ... Cheryl Pellerin 

WASHINGTON – Priorities for U.S. Northern Command include expanding partnerships, keeping eyes on air, space, cyberspace, 
land and sea domains, and outpacing all threats, the NORTHCOM and the North American Aerospace Defense Command commander 
said today. 

 
7. Wasp Visits Mayport 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 13 MAR 12) ... USS Wasp Public Affairs 

MAYPORT, Fla. -- Nearly 1,000 Sailors from amphibious assault ship USS WASP (LHD 1) pulled into Mayport, Fla., March 13. 
 

8. USS Nitze Departs For Deployment 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 13 MAR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Jeff Atherton, Enterprise Carrier Strike Group 
Public Affairs 

USS NITZE, At Sea -- The Arleigh Burke-class guided-missile destroyer USS Nitze (DDG 94) departed Naval Station Norfolk, 
Va., March 12 for a scheduled deployment. 
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9. Enterprise Pilots Begin Qualifications 
'Big E' will head to Mediterranean Sea Thursday 
(WAVY NBC NORFOLK 13 MAR 12) ... Art Kohn 

NORFOLK, Va. -- The USS Enterprise will continue to work around the Virginia Capes for about two more days as carrier 
qualifications begin. 

 
10. Carl Vinson Marks 30 Years Of Service 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 13 MAR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Byron C. Linder, USS Carl Vinson Public Affairs 

USS CARL VINSON, At Sea -- Sailors aboard the Nimitz-class aircraft carrier USS Carl Vinson (CVN 70) celebrated the 
carrier's 30th year of service March 13. 

 
11. USS New Orleans Celebrates Five Years Of Service To The Fleet 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 13 MAR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Gabriel Owens, USS New Orleans Public Affairs 

USS NEW ORLEANS, At sea -- Sailors and Marines aboard amphibious transport dock ship USS New Orleans (LPD 18) 
celebrated the fifth anniversary of the ship's commissioning March 10 while on deployment in the 5th Fleet area of responsibility. 

 

GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
12. Chinese Aircraft Carrier To Begin Official Duty Soon 
(VOICE OF AMERICA 13 MAR 12) 

A high-ranking Chinese navy officer says the country's first aircraft carrier will officially be placed into service later this year. 
 

13. Navy Torpedoes Bt7.6-Billion Submarine Project 
(THE NATION (THAILAND) 14 MAR 12) 

Navy chief Admiral Surasak Runroengrom conceded yesterday the Navy would no longer push for the purchase of four used 
submarines with a Bt7.6 billion price tag from Germany. 

 
14. Israeli Warships Pass Though Suez Canal 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 13 MAR 12) 

JERUSALEM — Two Israeli naval vessels passed through Egypt's Suez Canal on Tuesday, headed from the Mediterranean to the 
Red Sea, Israeli and Egyptian sources said. 

 
15. Cruise Ships Sail In Pirate Waters 
(WASHINGTON EXAMINER 13 MAR 12) 

U.S. shipping interests, scolded Tuesday by a State Department official for not doing enough to fight Somali pirates, flashed back 
that they need more Navy protection and must pay ransom demands or nobody will man ships. 

 
16. Representatives Of Ukrainian And U.S. Navies Discuss Plan For Anti-Piracy Operations 
(KYIV POST (UKRAINE) 13 MAR 12) 

As the press center of the Ukrainian Navy reported, the Ukrainian delegation held working meetings with representatives of the 
U.S. Navy's Fifth Fleet on studying experience in combating piracy in the Gulf of Aden and also participated in a sitting of the 
Coordinating Group on Shared Awareness and Deconfliction (SHADE). 

 
17. If You Build It, They Won't Come? U.S. Bases In Caribbean Target Drug Trafficking. 
With resources stretched thin, the U.S. is now teaming up with small Central American and Caribbean 
nations to build military bases to combat drug trafficking. 
(CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR 12 MAR 12) ... Ezra Fieser 

SANTO DOMINGO, Dominican Republic - The U.S. military will build a base for the Dominican Navy on a small island here, 
consisting of barracks, a command center, and reconstructed pier. The project came at the behest of Dominican authorities witnessing 
an increase in drug trafficking on their coastline. It is one example of a regional approach the Pentagon is taking to catch drug 
shipments, the bulk of which are destined for the U.S. 

 

PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
18. Short-Term Extensions OK’d For Some ERB Victims 
(NAVY TIMES 19 MAR 12) ... Mark D. Faram 

About 70 sailors chosen for separation by last year’s enlisted retention boards whose end-of-service dates came before the Sept. 1 
separation deadline have been granted short-term extensions, officials confirmed. 
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19. Navy Branch Hiring Despite Military Downsizing 
Military Sealift Command Supplies Navy Ships While On Deployment 
(KGTV ABC SAN DIEGO 12 MAR 12) 

SAN DIEGO -- As the Pentagon and branches of the armed forces work to downsize, one part of the military is doing the 
opposite. 

 
20. Transfer To Japan, Diversify Your Career 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 13 MAR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Andrea Perez, Navy Personnel Command Public 
Affairs Office 

MILLINGTON, Tenn. -- Taking an assignment to Japan is a career milestone that can diversify and complement the 21st century 
Sailor's career portfolio, officials said March 13. 

 
21. Naval Research Using Training Telework To Maintain Morale 
(FEDERAL NEWS RADIO 13 MAR 12) ... Jolie Lee 

The Office of Naval Research is going beyond routine training to invest in its workforce. 
 

22. Senate Rejects Pay Freeze 
Amendment would have funded energy projects and tax deductions 
(WASHINGTON POST 14 MAR 12) ... Ed O'Keefe and Eric Yoder 

The Senate rejected a measure Tuesday that would have extended a pay freeze for federal employees for another year. 
 

23. Push To Boost GI Bill Payments Gets Support, But No Funding 
(NAVY TIMES 19 MAR 12) ... Rick Maze 

There is strong support — but no money — for legislation that would raise Post-9/11 GI Bill tuition reimbursement rates for 
nonresident students attending public colleges and universities. 

 
24. Pilot Program For Autism Treatment Extended 
(NAVY TIMES 13 MAR 12) ... Patricia Kime 

The Pentagon announced Tuesday it is extending a pilot program that provides autism treatment to the children of service 
members. 

 
25. 20th Annual Safety PDC Opens 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 13 MAR 12) ... April Phillips, Naval Safety Center Public Affairs 

HAMPTON, Va. -- The 20th Annual Safety Professional Development Conference (PDC) kicked off March 12. 
 

26. Middle Pacific Ships Receive Green "H" Awards 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 13 MAR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Mark Logico Commander Navy Region Hawaii 
Public Affairs 

PEARL HARBOR -- Commander, Naval Surface Group Middle Pacific (CNSG MIDPAC) announced that all 11 of its Hawaii-
based Navy surface ships received the 2011 Force Health and Wellness Award, or the Green "H." 

 
27. Milius Continues CPO 365 While Deployed 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 13 MAR 12) ... Fire Controlman 1st Class Derrick Wilson, USS Milius Public Affairs 

USS MILIUS, At sea -- First class and chief petty officers aboard guided-missile destroyer USS Milius (DDG 69) continue to 
follow the Chief Petty Officer (CPO) 365 program while deployed to the U.S. 5th Fleet area of responsibility. 

 
28. Navy Medicine Unit Develops Virus Test Kit 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 13 MAR 12) ... Navy and Marine Corps Public Health Center Public Affairs 

NORFOLK, Va. -- Navy Environmental Preventive Medicine Unit (NEPMU) 2 in Norfolk announced March 12 the development 
of a norovirus testing kit to help identify outbreaks Navy-wide. 

 
29. Do Fired Navy COs Suffer From 'Bathsheba Syndrome?' 
(STARS AND STRIPES 14 MAR 12) ... Wyatt Olson 

YOKOTA AIR BASE, Japan — The U.S. Navy has sacked more than 150 commanding officers for misconduct in the past 10 
years. Five COs have already been fired this year, including the dismissal Monday of the commander of an amphibious transport dock 
that had not yet even been commissioned. 
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30. Amphib San Diego CO Fired Amid Investigation 
(NAVY TIMES 13 MAR 12) ... Sam Fellman 

The commanding officer of the yet-to-be commissioned amphibious transport dock San Diego was fired Monday amid an 
investigation into “personal misconduct,” a surface Navy spokesman said Tuesday. 

 

FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
31. McCain Clamps Down On DoD Money Shifts 
(DEFENSE DAILY 14 MAR 12) ... Emelie Rutherford 

A powerful senator said he will greatly curtail the Pentagon's budgeting flexibility by denying many future requests from the 
military to shift money in its coffers to start new programs. 

 
32. ‘Significant Holes’ In FY2013 Budget: HASC Chairman 
(DEFENSE NEWS 13 MAR 12) ... Rick Maze 

The powerful chairman of the U.S. House Armed Services Committee doesn’t support more increases in Tricare health insurance 
fees and is worried about how budget limits could force faster and more painful personnel cuts. 

 
33. Lockheed Martin Awaits U.K. F-35 Decision 
(AVIATION WEEK 13 MAR 12) ... Robert Wall 

LONDON — A possible U.K. decision to revert back to buying the F-35B rather than the C-model should not disrupt production 
flows, according to prime contractor Lockheed Martin. 

 
34. F-35 Purchase Not Guaranteed, Associate Defence Minister Says 
Fantino's comments soften unwavering Tory support for fighter jets 
(OTTAWA CITIZEN 14 MAR 12) ... Lee Berthiaume 

Two years of unwavering Conservative support for the F-35 took a major hit Tuesday as Associate Defence Minister Julian 
Fantino said the government has not ruled out walking away from the troubled stealth fighter program. 

 
35. Cherry Point-Bound F-35Bs To Be Fewer, Arrive Later 
(NEW BERN (NC) SUN JOURNAL 13 MAR 12) ... Sue Book 

Cherry Point air station can expect 94 F-35B’s by 2030, but they won’t begin arriving until 2023, according to the most recent 
plan. 

 

BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
36. ONR Director To Discuss Basic Research, STEM Education On NPR's 'Science Friday' 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 13 MAR 12) ... Office of Naval Research Corporate Strategic Communications 

ARLINGTON, Va. -- The scientist in charge of the Office of Naval Research's (ONR) basic research portfolio will participate in a 
panel discussion on National Public Radio's (NPR) "Talk of the Nation: Science Friday" show broadcasting live March 16 from 
National Geographic Society's headquarters in Washington. 

 
37. PCU North Dakota CO Visits Midshipmen 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 13 MAR 12) ... Lt. Cmdr. Jennifer Cragg, Commander, Submarine Group 2 Public Affairs 

PHILADELPHIA -- The commanding officer of Pre-Commissioning Unit (PCU) North Dakota (SSN 784) and the chief of the 
boat (COB) visited Naval Reserve Officer Training Corps (NROTC) units at the University of Pennsylvania and Villanova University 
to educate Midshipmen about the Submarine Force, March 13-14 in Philadelphia. 

 
38. Visiting Admiral Pushes For Science-Focused 'Aviation High School' 
(KITSAP (WA) SUN 13 MAR 12) ... Rachel Pritchett 

BREMERTON — The retired admiral came to Kitsap with a message to start an "aviation high school." 
 

39. SPAWAR Employees Donate 12,000 Personal Care Items To Homeless Veterans Organization 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 13 MAR 12) ... Tina C. Stillions, Space and Naval Warfare Systems Command Headquarters Public Affairs 

SAN DIEGO -- Employees of the Space and Naval Warfare Systems Command (SPAWAR) donated more than 12,000 personal 
care items March 12 to Veterans Village of San Diego, a community organization recognized as a national leader in serving homeless 
military veterans. 
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40. Traffic May Increase Near Area Bases 
(WAVY NBC NORFOLK 13 MAR 12) 

NORFOLK, Va. -- All Hampton Roads naval bases will participate in a nationwide security exercise from March 19-24. 
 

41. Senators Hold Hearing On Lejeune Water Report 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 13 MAR 12) ... Martha Waggoner 

RALEIGH, N.C. — The retired Marine who believes contaminated water at Camp Lejeune caused his young daughter to die of 
leukemia told a U.S. Senate committee Tuesday that both science and victims will suffer if the military wins its fight to delete 
information from reports about the water. 

 
42. Japan, U.S. Discuss Transfer Of Okinawa Marines To Guam 
(KYODO NEWS 14 MAR 12) 

TOKYO -- Foreign and defense officials of Japan and the United States concluded their two-day talks Tuesday on the realignment 
of U.S. forces in Japan. 

 
43. Guamanians' Worries Linger Despite Scaled Down U.S. Military Buildup 
(KYODO NEWS 13 MAR 12) 

HAGATNA, Guam -- Despite planned revisions to the impending U.S. military buildup on this Pacific island territory, foremost 
of which is the expected reduction in the number of U.S. Marine soldiers to be transferred from Japan, Guamanians remain concerned 
with the repercussions. 

 

NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
44. DoD Restarts Plans For Transition Aid Website 
(NAVY TIMES 19 MAR 12) ... Karen Jowers 

Defense officials have restored funding to launch a website designed to help those leaving the military, after an official stopped 
work on the site last fall. 

 
45. Long-Planned Visit Lands Panetta In Tense Afghanistan 
(NEW YORK TIMES 14 MAR 12) ... Elisabeth Bumiller 

CAMP LEATHERNECK, Afghanistan — Defense Secretary Leon E. Panetta landed here Wednesday morning on an 
unannounced and tense trip, the first by a senior member of the Obama administration since an American soldier reportedly killed 16 
Afghan civilians, mostly children and women. 

 
46. U.S. Vets, Japanese Mark Anniversary Of Iwo Jima 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 14 MAR 12) ... Eric Talmadge 

TOKYO — A brass band played under a blazing sun as American veterans and Japanese dignitaries gathered Wednesday on the 
remote island of Iwo Jima to mark the 67th anniversary of one of World War II's bloodiest and most symbolic battles. 

 
47. Huge Sporting Event Could Come To USS Yorktown 
(WCIV ABC CHARLESTON 13 MAR 12) ... Valencia Wicker 

MOUNT PLEASANT, S.C. -- For the first time, military pride and college basketball could come together onboard the USS 
Yorktown at Patriots Point for the second annual Carrier Classic. 

 

OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
48. Consumed By Wars Without End 
(WASHINGTON POST 14 MAR 12) ... Robert H. Scales 

I guess I knew it would eventually come down to this: Blame the Army’s institutions in some way for the horrific and senseless 
slaughter of 16 innocent Afghan civilians in Kandahar, allegedly by a U.S. infantry non-commissioned officer (NCO). In their search 
for a villain, the media seems to be focusing now on Joint Base Lewis-McChord in Washington state, where the accused soldier was 
stationed before his fourth deployment to a combat zone. 

 
49. Cameron And Obama Must Shore Up NATO For Age Of Austerity 
(AOL DEFENSE 13 MAR 12) ... Stephen J. Flanagan 

When British Prime Minister David Cameron meets with President Obama this week, their discussions about Syria, Afghanistan, 
and Iran will dominate headlines. Also important, though less high profile, is the two allies' preparations for NATO's May Chicago 
Summit, which will seek to bolster the alliance's strained mission in Afghanistan and develop plans to maintain essential military 
capabilities in an era of austerity. 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. 21st Century Sailor And Marine “Q And A” 
(NAVY LIVE 13 MAR 12) ... Juan M. Garcia, Assistant Secretary of the Navy for Manpower and Reserve Affairs 

On March 5, Secretary of the Navy Ray Mabus held an 
interactive, worldwide All Hands Call onboard USS Bataan in 
which he answered questions both from Sailors present as well 
as those submitted through the Internet and Navy social media 
properties. 

The highlight of the All Hands Call was his 
announcement of a new initiative known as 21st Century 
Sailor and Marine which consolidates a set of objectives and 
policies, new and existing, to maximize Sailor and Marine 
personal readiness, build resiliency, and hone the most 
combat-effective force in the history of the Department of the 
Navy. In addition to other topics, the secretary also responded 
to questions about 21st Century Sailor and Marine. However, 
time did not allow him to get to all of them. 

In this post, the Navy’s office of Manpower and Reserve 
Affairs responds to those questions, and Secretary of the Navy 
for Manpower and Reserve Affairs, the Honorable Juan M. 
Garcia addresses the five areas of the initiative: readiness, 
safety, physical fitness, inclusion and continuum of service. 

Readiness 
View Clip (RT: 3:35) 
Follow-on Questions: 
Why not ban smoking on installations altogether? 

Wouldn’t it save money (medical costs) and potentially 
increase productivity? 

The Navy Department does not yet envision a blanket 
ban, but wants to duplicate the success of the submarine force, 
which banned smoking on board submarines at the beginning 
of 2011. Though the SECNAV has the authority to ban 
smoking throughout the Navy, it is his belief to make the 
Navy/Marine Corps Smoke Free by Choice. The Navy has 
devised a plan to aid the Sailor and Marine’s positive choice to 
quit through a comprehensive training program, free cessation 
tools/products at afloat commands and shore installations, 
along with cigarette price parity at NEX/MEX facilities by the 
end of the fiscal year. The key word is “Choice,” the 
SECNAV does not want to take away your freedom of 
personal choice, while at the same time he does not want to 
subsidize smoking. 

The initiative to stop offering discounts for cigarettes at 
Exchanges makes great sense! What about the problem of the 
commissary offering huge deals on Oreos or other junk food? 
It’s hard to resist a huge discount on Oreos where it’s 75% off 
the price at a regular grocery store! 

I know Oreos are hard to resist! Did you know Oreos just 
celebrated their 100th year anniversary? Moreover, I 
appreciate your comment because proper nutrition is key to a 
fit Sailor and Marine ready to deploy and fight. That is why I 
have included in the 21st Century Sailor and Marine 
nutritional initiatives/training to provide more health choices 
for our Service Member. With constrained budgets and fewer 
people — including 80,000 fewer Marines over the coming six 
years — the Navy Department needs to maximize the health, 
work availability of its people, and minimize the lost time and 
costs of care. As part of this, the department will also step up a 
“year-round culture of fitness” to encourage service members 
to keep fit. 

Safety 
View Clip (RT: 1:12) 
Follow-on Question: 
You mentioned something about Sailors going through 

“A” school getting additional training about, identifying 
sexual and physical assault. Will there be some kind training 
to be put into place for the fleet as well and if so when will this 
be implemented? 

Navy 
As a continued top priority, Navy will provide additional 

SAPR training to every leader and Sailor during 2012. 
Focused on leadership’s role in setting the correct tone and 
climate to prevent and eliminate sexual assaults, SAPR – L 
(Leadership) training will be rolled out Fleet-wide to all 
Officers and Chief Petty Officers in July 2012. To ensure 
100% of the Navy receives SAPR training, tailored training 
focused on consistent messaging, prevention and intervention 
(SAPR-Fleet) training will be initiated for our E-6 and below 
personnel in September. 

Marine Corps 
The Marine Corps Sexual Assault Prevention and 

Response (SAPR) training curriculum has changed 
considerably over the last few years. The overarching goal of 
the Marine Corps is to reduce the number of sexual assaults 
and to create an environment of trust which helps close the 
gap between the number of actual incidents and the number of 
reported incidents. We have implemented an aggressive 
revision of all curriculums to maximize the impact of the key 
elements—the tradition of stepping up and stepping in to 
prevent sexual assault and the leadership message that sexual 
assault will not be tolerated. Training is now comprised of a 
video-based format designed to evoke emotion from Marines, 
stimulate conversation and reduce the stigma associated with 
sexual assault. Training products are customized for Marines 
as they progress through their career. In the last year, we have: 

 Implemented “Take A Stand” bystander intervention 
training for Non-Commissioned Officers 

 Created a video library, to be used for supplemental, 
unit-specific training, that features senior leaders, 
victims of sexual assault, and subject matter experts 

 Developed standardized Command Team Training, 
mandatory for commanders, executive officers, 
sergeants major and first sergeants (at the company 
level and above), will assist commanders in 
executing an effective SAPR program 

 Instituted new chaplain training taught by the 
installation Sexual Assault Response Coordinators 
(SARCs) and installation chaplains 

 Updated annual training for all Marines to include 
bystander intervention 

 Received credentialing by the National Advocacy 
Credentialing Program for our Uniform Victim 
Advocates (UVAs)/Sexual Assault Response 
Coordinators (SARCs) 
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 Hosted “Sex Signals,” a professional production on 
consent and sexual assault, across the Corps 

The SAPR Program has recently integrated within the 
Behavioral Health Branch. Integration benefits Marines, as 
victims often have co-occurring issues such as Post Traumatic 
Stress Disorder, suicidal ideations, substance abuse, etc., 
which are addressed across a number of behavioral health 
programs. Integration reinforces SAPR’s training efforts, 
increases its capacity to serve victims, and ultimately enhances 
a holistic approach to prevention. Behavioral Health Universal 
Training, currently under development, will provide Marines 
with standardized information starting before an individual 
attends recruit training, while in the Delayed Entry Program, 
and continuing throughout their careers. 

Physical Fitness 
View Clip (RT: 1:07) 
Follow-on Questions: 
Since the Navy is getting rid of waivers for Body Fat 

assessments, when is the Body Fat taping system going to be 
updated to a more accurate system? 

BCA waivers for Body Fat assessments are not being 
revoked. The BCA waivers mentioned in the 21st Century 
Sailor and Marine initiative is in regards to the policy which 
was in OPNAVINST 6110.1H that gave COs the authority to 
allow a member to exceed the BCA criteria, if the member 
scored an overall excellent or above on the PRT portion of the 
PFA. The BCA exception waiver was rescinded via 
NAVADMIN 131/10, effective 1 July 2010. 

Will the BCA percents or weight, and BCA measurement 
process, ever change or be reviewed? 

Yes, it is currently under review. 
I have seen during my 12 years of Naval Service how 

flawed the taping system for body fat measurement is. I have 
witnessed a 98 pound female tape in at 21% body fat and a 
Chief Petty Officer with a 42 inch waist and 20 inch neck also 
tape in at 21% body fat. With such a large margin of error in 
this system is there another plan in the works to make body fat 
measurement more accurate? 

The circumference method is DOD directed. As stated 
above, the current method of predicting % body fat for Navy 
personnel is under review. 

Inclusion 
View Clip (RT: 1:42) 
Follow-on Questions: 
Does the time a Sailor takes “time off” for family 

purposes, count towards their service or do they have to 
extend for those three years? 

Service members who take advantage of this new option 
will incur a “two for one” obligation — meaning a service 
member who took the maximum three years off would owe 
the Navy or Marine Corps six additional years. The new 
option will allow service members to move into the inactive 
ready reserve for as long as three years; receive a stipend; 
keep commissary and other benefits; and use one permanent 
change of station to relocate. 

The Navy Department hopes that these and other “off 
ramps” and “on ramps” will improve its “continuum of 
service,” and entice Sailors and Marines to move to the 
reserves and back, rather than getting out altogether amid 
major life changes. 

I am a Mother of a Sailor who is currently serving in the 
Navy who happens to be HIV positive while serving. My son 
tells me he can no longer deploy on naval ships or overseas or 
anywhere in a “hardship” area. With the new development of 
medicines and health, is there currently an implemented plan 
to allow my son and other people in his position and change 
this policy to at least serve on aircraft carriers where the 
medical staff can/will be able to support their needs? 

SECNAV Instruction 5300.30D prohibits service in a unit 
programmed for deployment, even on an aircraft carrier. The 
possible complications associated with Immunity Deficiency 
and the corresponding medical requirements mandate the 
service member shall be stationed within the continental 
United States and within 24hours travel of the Medical 
Treatment Facility. Currently the SECNAV Instruction 
5300.30D is under review and will consider your input. 

Country wide, same sex unions are being given more and 
more equal treatment, is there any plan to recognize same sex 
unions amongst service members now with the dissolution of 
the DADT policy, and extend benefits to significant others 
such as medical or BAH?—JAG? 

The Defense of Marriage Act (DOMA) (Pub.L. 104-199, 
110 Stat. 2419, enacted September 21, 1996, 1 U.S.C. § 7 and 
28 U.S.C. § 1738C) is a United States federal law that defines 
marriage as the legal union of one man and one woman. 
Section 3 of DOMA codifies the non-recognition of same-sex 
marriage for all federal purposes. As a result, a number of 
military benefits cannot be extended to same-sex spouses on 
the basis of their marriage. DoD is required to abide by these 
tenets. Service members are encouraged to contact their 
personnel offices for more information. 

Continuum Of Service 
View Clip (RT: 1:14) 
Follow-on Questions: 
Will PTS come to an end or will it stay around? 
Perform to Serve (PTS) is Navy’s principal, performance-

based Force Management tool to ensure the force is balanced 
and PTS policy is continuously reviewed and revised with 
Fleet inputs to ensure the needs of the Fleet are met. The Navy 
has no plans to discontinue the use of PTS. 

With the implementation of the 21st Century Navy and 
Marine, where does PTS stand? We seem to be asking more 
out of our Sailors and Marines, but on the other hand we are 
downsizing to create a smaller force. 

Navy’s current projected enlisted end strength over the 
next 5 years is stable with only small end strength reductions 
anticipated. PTS will continue to be a principal Force 
Management tool and is employed to balance the force to 
ensure that the Navy has the right mix of personnel, skills, and 
experience to meet future mission requirements. 

If the military is trying to downgrade and reduce 
numbers, why can’t we get out easier to continue school or get 
into civilian jobs such as police departments? 

Navy’s current projected enlisted end strength over the 
next 5 years is stable with only small end strength reductions 
anticipated. Navy has implemented two voluntary early out 
programs: 1) Early Career Transition Program, and 2) Enlisted 
Early Transition Program. Both of these programs offer 
Sailors meeting the requirements of the programs to transition 
early for education and/or other employment opportunities. 
Navy Personnel Command Customer Service Center is the 
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Point of contact for both early out programs at 1-866-U-ASK-
NPC (1-866-827-5672). Additional information on the Early 
Career Transition Program may be found at 

http://www.public.navy.mil/bupers-
npc/career/transition/Pages/default.aspx. 

Return to Index 
 

2. Aboard USS Missouri 
Missouri Crewmen Test Sonar, Learn The Ropes 
(NEW LONDON DAY 12 MAR 12) ... Jennifer McDermott 

UNDERWAY ON THE USS MISSOURI -- As the USS 
Missouri deftly navigated through an area with training 
objects positioned on the sea floor, a sailor sitting in front of a 
high-frequency sonar screen called out the bearing and range 
of one of the objects. 

"Possible (sonar) gain. Bearing 288. Range 1,500 yards." 
The officer of the deck ordered a full rudder to navigate 

the ship around the object. At one point later in the sea bed 
search, the sonar system detected and displayed more than a 
dozen objects. 

The exercise tested the advanced sonar capability that 
gives Virginia-class submarines a unique combat advantage. 

They are the only class built with a high-frequency chin 
array, a sonar so precise that the sailors operating it can see the 
height of the waves on the surface and the wakes that boats 
make. It looks like a chin on the outside of the hull, toward the 
bottom of the bow. 

The sonar is just one of the new tools the crew will rely 
on to get a better picture of their surroundings as they begin to 
deploy around the world. 

This summer, the Groton-based submarine will begin a 
yearlong preparation process for its first six-month 
deployment. 

"We are the newest, quietest and hardest-to-find 
submarine with the most capable sensors and electronics right 
now," said Lt. Cmdr. David Rogers, the executive officer. 

Adjusting To The Rules Of Sub Life 
During the testing, a more senior sailor taught Raymond 

Lai how to analyze data in the control room. 
Lai, 25, a fire control technician seaman from California, 

said he sees himself as an astronaut who goes under the sea. 
There is a close camaraderie on board the Missouri (SSN 

780). Submerged hundreds of feet in the ocean, they depend 
on each other with their lives. And with a crew of only about 
130 men, every person is vital to getting the job done. 

Known as "Doc," Chief Jay Carson said he is the 
submarine's "physician, counselor, psychiatrist, internal 
medicine doctor, ER doctor and occupational health guy." He 
is the one person on board who does not want his job to be 
exciting, since that would mean someone was injured. 

After checking a sailor's blood pressure, he planned to 
take samples of the ship's drinking water to test the purity. He 
also counsels the newer sailors who are adapting to the culture 
on board. 

"When learning the rights and wrongs of submarine 
culture, there's an adjustment period," said Carson, 41, of 
Ohio, an independent duty corpsman. 

Among the do's and don'ts, sailors do stand with their 
backs against the bulkhead, or wall, when someone else is 
trying to pass by in the narrow corridors. They don't turn on 
the lights when they enter their rooms since someone could be 
sleeping at any time of the day after finishing a six-hour shift, 
or watch. 

They do eat quickly because there's only an hour to cycle 
everyone through the crew's mess for each meal. Loiterers can 
get teased, good naturedly, for "camping" at the tables. 

If someone forgets a rule, the others don't get mad for 
long, if at all. 

There's no point, said Erik White, since "we know we're 
all down here together." 

'Always At The Ready' 
Looking at the Missouri's track on the electronic chart 

display, which looks like a hi-definition television on a table 
in the control room, White said he fought to get on the 
Missouri because he was so impressed with the technology on 
board the USS Virginia during his tour on the first of the class. 

"It's really impressive to be able to take a ship like this out 
and do what we do," said White, 33, an electronics technician 
chief from New York state. 

The seventh ship in the Virginia class, the Missouri just 
completed its latest certifications at the Atlantic Undersea Test 
and Evaluation Center in the Bahamas. Although the 
submarine is not ready to deploy yet, the ship's systems are 
now deemed capable to do so. 

It's critical that the attack submarines in the fleet are 
"always at the ready," said Rear Adm. Richard Breckenridge, 
the commander of Submarine Group Two, who is observing 
the operations on board Missouri. 

"For us, it's paramount that we provide the most ready 
forces for as much of the time as possible for the security of 
our country," Breckenridge said. "And we take that 
responsibility very seriously." 

Rogers, the executive officer, said Missouri is ready to 
join the fight. The crew, he said, "expects to break the mold at 
every opportunity." 

Sunday: A Day Of 'Rest' At Sea 
Missouri's crew enjoys a brief respite from the rigors of 

submarine duty 
(NEW LONDON DAY 13 MAR 12) Jennifer McDermott 
Under way on the USS Missouri -- At the Catholic Mass 

on board the USS Missouri Sunday, Lt. Anthony Roa said he 
wanted to pray that the families of the crew stayed safe while 
the submarine was at sea.Sunday is the one day that the tempo 
slows on the Missouri (SSN 780) so the crew can relax and 
recharge. 

Many were thinking about their families. 
"That one hour in the ward room together, we can set 

aside the military aspect of our lives and be able to pray 
together," said Roa, 27, of Maryland. 

The service was the first Mass held on a submarine at sea 
in more than a decade and was most likely the first on a 
Virginia-class boat. Roa usually leads the Catholic members 
of the crew in a few readings each Sunday, but this week the 
Rev. Thomas Hoar, Catholic chaplain for the Naval 
Submarine Base in Groton and president of St. Edmund's 
Retreat in Mystic, was riding as a guest. 
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Joseph Cefaratti, a first-class machinist's mate, carried his 
wife's sonogram photo in his pocket. Chief Joseph Johns, a 
logistics specialist, kept a picture he took with his wife as a 
screensaver on his iPod. 

It helps a little, Chief Brian Paugh said, to watch the 
videos of his seven kids on his cell phone. 

These men said that what drives them to leave their 
families, sunlight and the comforts of home for months at a 
time is their love for the job and the camaraderie on board 
their sub. 

"I know whoever earned these has the ability to save my 
life," said Cefaratti, 31, of Texas, pointing to the dolphins on 
his chest that signify he's qualified in submarines. "It makes it 
more of a brotherhood. We're like a family out to sea. 

"I love what I do. It's hard, it's strenuous and it's a lot of 
long hours. But in the long run, I really do love what I do." 

There was still plenty of work to be done. Chief Nicholas 
Harr, the assistant navigator, gathered about 20 people 
together to go over the plans for pulling into Naval Submarine 
Base Kings Bay in Georgia the next day. 

Entering or leaving a port is risky because submarines are 
built to be submerged and don't maneuver as well on the 
surface. Kings Bay has challenging currents and a narrow 
channel, said Harr, who worked on the plans for two weeks. 

"My sole purpose in life is the safe navigation of the 
ship," Harr said after the meeting. "A lot of people call me 
strange. I enjoy my job. I thrive on the stress of it. It'll 
probably make me an old man very fast, but I enjoy what I 
do." 

Walking by, Chief Jay Carson teased Harr good-
naturedly. 

"You're turning 19 today, right?" Carson quipped. 
"I know, I know, you could be my father," Harr joked 

back. "'Just For Men' really worked for you." 
Harr, of Ohio, celebrated his 29th birthday Sunday. He 

gets teased about his age because he has risen through the 
ranks quickly and is young for his position. 

The sailors are sarcastic, Harr said, because it helps 
relieve stress. Many are also Type A personalities -- 
analytical, resourceful and flexible. 

"After you've been a submariner for a certain period of 
time, you become a specific person," said Senior Chief Ronald 
Clark, the chief of the boat. "You still have unique qualities 
and things like that, but I can walk into a room and pick out a 
submariner quickly." 

A Sudden Shift 
"Emergency deep!" 
The announcement rang out over the PA system shortly 

before dinner, and the Missouri dove deep. It was part of the 
training for a junior officer who was conning, or driving, the 
submarine. 

The shower is one of the worst places to be when this 
happens. Shampoo bottles go flying and the water on the floor 
rushes to one side. The stall is built like a metal telephone 
booth, and hitting the side of it hurts. 

The Missouri had been at varying angles all day because 
the crew was testing the submarine's rudder and control 
planes. When it was angled down, some sailors leaned back 
and took baby steps to walk forward. Others stood still and 
held on to pipes overhead. 

Dinner And Dolphins 
Sunday's dinner, the best of the week because the culinary 

specialists can splurge a little, was prime rib and scampi. 
After dinner, Cmdr. Timothy Rexrode, the commanding 

officer, held a special ceremony to pin dolphins on five crew 
members and commend others for various accomplishments. 
Earning dolphins is a major milestone and signifies that the 
men have Rexrode's full confidence to operate the submarine. 

"It's a really big day for me," said Lt. j.g. Joe Innerst, 24, 
of Pennsylvania, who was pinned. "Receiving them means a 
whole lot, but we need to earn them every day." 

The mood shifted after the ceremony as the crew began 
getting ready for the final push to get the Missouri into port. 

They set up the equipment in the sail they would need the 
next day and took the submarine nearly to the surface. The 
Missouri rocked back and forth with the waves all night. 
When the submarine is deeper, only the ship's movements can 
be felt. 

No one was sleeping when the Missouri headed into 
Kings Bay; all had assignments. The torpedo room was filled 
with sailors and their firefighting equipment, just in case. The 
control room was tense. 

The Missouri and its crew arrived safely. 
The sailors, especially those with Irish roots, were looking 

forward to St. Patrick's Day. Others wanted to celebrate their 
birthdays and promotions on shore. But it wouldn't be long 
before they were back at work. There was maintenance to be 
done before returning to Groton and there were more trials 
planned. 

When the Missouri arrives at the Groton base in April, the 
testing phase that all new submarines have to go through will 
be over. The seventh member of the Virginia class, the sub 
was commissioned in 2010. 

Rexrode said the submarine has performed "superbly" so 
far. This summer it will begin the yearlong preparation 
process for its first six-month deployment. 

The Missouri is so "awesome and impressive," Rexrode 
said, "it makes you want to do nothing more than go to sea." 

Jennifer McDermott is on a special assignment aboard 
the USS Missouri, one of the newest Virginia-class submarines 
to join the fleet. She will provide updates during her four-day 
transit with the crew of this advanced submarine. 

Return to Index 
 

3. Senior Leaders Sign Surface Forces Readiness Manual Into Policy 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 13 MAR 12) ... Lt. Jan Shultis, Naval Surface Forces Public Affairs 

SAN DIEGO -- The Surface Forces Readiness Manual 
(SFRM) became the new standard of Surface Forces readiness 
when it was signed into policy at Commander, Naval Surface 
Forces headquarters March 9. 

Adm. John Harvey, commander, U.S. Fleet Forces 
Command, presided over the ceremony, during which Vice 

Adm. Richard Hunt, commander, Naval Surface Forces, and 
Rear Adm. David Thomas, commander, Naval Surface Force, 
U.S. Atlantic Fleet, officially endorsed the policy. 

"The Surface Forces Readiness Manual is a standard of 
preparation for forward operation," said Harvey. "This is a 
flexible plan that reacts to 'real world' capabilities to produce 
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'real world' fleet readiness, and represents a philosophical 
construct that will drive us into the future." 

The SFRM, which replaces the Surface Forces Training 
Manual, is designed to integrate material assessments and 
maintenance actions with training, maximizing each ship's 
readiness posture. Unlike the training-focused Training 
Manual, the SFRM encompasses readiness across what is 
referred to as the 'PESTO' pillars - personnel, equipment, 
supply, training, and ordnance - throughout all phases of the 
Fleet Readiness Training Plan (FRTP). 

"An initiative of this scope is a great achievement that has 
been a long time in coming, and reflects the commitment of 
our waterfront leadership," said Hunt. "I believe that the 
SFRM strategy will produce ships and crews better prepared 
to execute our Surface Warfare tasking, meet operational 
commitments, and enable ships to reach their expected service 
life. This directly supports the CNO's tenets - warfighting first, 
operate forward, and be ready." 

SFRM guidance outlines a standard, predictable path to 
readiness. A sequenced, "building block" approach 
emphasizes consistent material assessment standards and 
simple shipboard reporting across all functional areas. 
Supporting instructions provide detailed process information 
to allow for execution throughout all phases of training, 
including exit criteria to move to the next phase. 

Surface ships will progress through eight steps to achieve 
and sustain peak readiness, more broadly categorized as 
maintenance preparation, maintenance and training. 
Maintenance preparation encompasses material assessment 
and correction of critical material issues, self-assessment and 
external organization validation, and necessary preparations 
and training to commence required maintenance. Training 
includes at the unit level, necessary to maneuver and tactically 
employ weapons and sensors; the group level, at which 
prioritized, integrated multi-platform events occur and the 
ability to integrate into a carrier strike group or amphibious 
ready group is developed; and sustainment training that occurs 
prior to, during, and post-deployment to uphold established 
levels of proficiency. Various assessments and certifications 
are synchronized and aligned to optimize a ship's progress 
through the established path to readiness. 

The SFRM outlines an "educate, train, assess, certify" 
approach to crew training. External trainers will train the 
watchstanders; after watch teams have demonstrated 
proficiency, they will proceed to the mission area qualification 
event. Once trained, the responsibility for maintaining 
proficiency falls to each ship's training team. 

SFRM development began with a training pilot program, 
conducted on 35 ships on both coasts over approximately a 
year. 

"The SFRM formally adopts into policy those significant 
improvements developed and tested during our year-long 
Training Pilot, improvements that are producing better trained 
ships in less time," said Capt. Terry Mosher, commodore, 
Afloat Training Group (ATG), U.S. Atlantic Fleet. "The 
SFRM synchronizes all of the maintenance and training 
provided to a ship into a single, coherent plan which will 
improve a ship's ability to prepare for the variety of 
maintenance and training periods throughout the cycle." 

In conjunction with the training pilot feedback on the 
draft SFRM was solicited from fleet stakeholders, including 
all commanding officers. More than 600 comments leaders at 
every level. 

"The SFRM is arriving in the fleet at just the right time," 
said Cmdr. Drew Carlson, commanding officer, USS Higgins 
(DDG 76). "Past training manuals only provided guidance on 
how to conduct basic phase training. The SFRM now gives 
ships a roadmap for the entire FRTP including maintenance, 
basic phase training, integrated training and sustainment 
training. It takes all aspects of a ship's life into account." 

"As the first Pacific ship to go through the certification 
verification outlined in the new SFRM, Higgins has been able 
to tailor the training cycle according to the operational needs 
of the ship and the fleet," said Carlson. "It has been a win-win 
situation for both the ship and the Afloat Training Group. I am 
excited about the flexibility that the SFRM gives us to focus 
primarily on areas that require improvement, rather than 
following a generic training plan." 

A phased waterfront rollout plan tailored to each fleet 
concentration area will be announced later this spring, with 
ATGs reaching out to each commanding officer to provide 
specific ship execution guidance. 

"Transitioning ships to this new SFRM methodology 
takes coordination," said Capt. David Matawitz, commodore, 
Afloat Training Group, U.S. Pacific Fleet. "We're not just 
throwing a switch. ATG has developed a plan with the type 
commanders to transition each ship over to the new program 
based on where they are in the FRTP, operational schedules 
and the recommendation of the ship. We will ensure that every 
ship transitions smoothly with no impact to readiness." 

"We will transition ships when it makes the most sense 
and when it will be the least disruptive," Mosher said. "Ships 
will begin transitioning in early June and the last ships should 
be cut over by the fall." 

While the SFRM applies to ships throughout the fleet, the 
Littoral combat ship program, naval beach groups, tactical air 
squadrons, and fleet surgical teams are governed by separate 
instruction. 
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CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
4. Naval Special Warfare Sailors Test 'Green Power' Initiatives For Deployed Units 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 13 MAR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class William S. Parker, Naval Special Warfare Group 2 
Public Affairs 

LITTLE CREEK, Va. -- Seabees assigned to Naval 
Special Warfare Group 2 are receiving training on solar-
powered equipment this March at Joint Expeditionary Base 
Little Creek-Fort Story, Va. 

Sailors involved in the project said the equipment may be 
part of future NSW deployments and could reduce energy 
consumption by deployed units. The overall program is part of 
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the secretary of the Navy's net-zero initiative on solar power 
management. 

Solar powered refrigerators are being tested as a 'green' 
alternative to the current field units, which are powered by 
diesel generators, according to project organizers. 

"Most camps in Afghanistan generate their electricity 
with diesel generators," said Chief Warrant Officer David 
Wolff, the officer in charge of the NSWG2 Combat Service 
Support Detachment. "The diesel generators require constant 
maintenance and refueling, and this solar powered refrigerator 
can be used in austere environments." 

The Seabee crew also received training on the basic 
maintenance and specifications of the solar powered 
refrigerator such as the operating temperatures and how long it 
can run on one charge. 

These green initiatives have safety benefits in a combat 
environment as well. Wolff said the new solar equipment can 
save lives by reducing the need to ship fuel by motor-vehicle 
convoys. 

"The solar powered refrigerator is specifically designed 
for expeditionary camps and runs off of 100% green energy," 
said Wolff. "This will reduce the amount of fossil fuels used in 
a combat zone and will allow our expeditionary camps to be 
more self-sustained." 

Seabees play critical roles in supporting Navy SEALs 
who deploy into combat zones with functional areas such as 
building and maintaining expeditionary camps, power 
generation, and ground mobility. 
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5. General: Increasing Number Of Drugs And Guns Moving Into U.S. 
(U.S. NEWS & WORLD REPORT 13 MAR 12) ... John T. Bennett 

While Iran and its militant allies are working to set up 
shop in South America, U.S. military leaders struggle to keep 
pace with the continent's myriad of other problems, including 
narcotic trafficking, gun running and smuggling illegal 
immigrants. 

Military officials with Southern Command and Capitol 
Hill lawmakers say 90 percent of the cocaine that reaches U.S. 
soil is moved through South or Central America. 

Gen. Douglas Fraser, the Southern Command chief, 
acknowledges "transnational crime" is a major threat in South 
and Central America. Fraser spends about half his time 
"supporting" regional law enforcement officials in countering 
international criminal groups. 

Sen. Carl Levin, the Senate Armed Services Committee 
chairman, said Tuesday there is "no traditional military threat" 
for the United States to the South. But international crime 
groups and their "illicit" efforts to move drugs, guns and 
people into the U.S. and around the globe "is a regional and 
international threat." 

Fraser agrees with Levin that the trafficking of drugs, 
weapons and people is not a "military threat," telling reporters 
last week that he doesn't see one military threat in the region. 

With the world focused on the U.S. military's efforts in 
places like Afghanistan, Iraq and even Yemen, drug cartels' 
activities in the Southern Hemisphere show "threats are not 
diminishing," says Sen. John McCain, adding that the threats 
to U.S. national security are "escalating." 

Fraser's command is heavily involved in trying to locate 
and intercept ships loaded with drugs off the coasts of 
Honduras, Columbia and Panama. The illegal cargo is then 
moved by land into the United States. 

U.S. military officials and their allies in the region all 
know that. Doing something about it, however, is an 
increasingly difficult task. 

"We intercept about 33 percent of what we know is out 
there," Fraser told reporters last week. But the amount of illicit 
cargo his forces intercept is falling, even as it expands its work 
with allied law enforcement officials in the region. 

"More is getting through," Fraser told reporters. 
For the most part, this is due to "a limitation on the 

number of assets," Fraser told reporters last week. 

The military has been preoccupied in Iraq and 
Afghanistan for a decade, while also maintaining a robust 
naval and air power presence in the vast Asia-Pacific region. 
And now, as annual Pentagon budgets are falling, both the 
Navy and Air Force are retiring many older ships and planes 
to shed maintenance costs. 

That means there have simply been fewer ships and 
aircraft available to use in South and Central America, and the 
number will continue to shrink until new platforms, like the 
Navy's Littoral Combat Ship, enter the fleet. 

Senior lawmakers have taken note. 
"I feel that we're not giving the command the assets it 

needs to do the job," Sen. Joseph Lieberman said Tuesday. 
But with the national defense budget capped through 2014 

by law, and expected to remain relatively flat beyond that, it is 
unclear just what lawmakers can do about it. After all, even 
the smallest modern Navy ships cost tens of millions of 
dollars. 

Fraser hopes to have more ships and aircraft assigned to 
his command in coming years, but the Obama administration's 
new national defense plan shifts focus from the Middle East to 
the Asia-Pacific realm. Analysts and lawmakers say that 
change will require many more war vessels and planes be 
moved eastward, not to the Southern Hemisphere. 

"It's a very expensive endeavor" to locate, track and 
intercept illicit shipments in rugged South and Central 
America, Fraser told the Senate panel. 

Despite the lack of hardware to go after a greater number 
of illicit shipments, Southern Command officials have shifted 
their tactics, by putting less focus on gathering intelligence 
and opting to emphasize squeezing traffickers at point of port 
entries and departures. 

More focus is also being placed on tactics intended to 
force criminal organizations' vessels into international waters. 
Oncethere, Fraser said it is easier to intercept, detain and 
prosecute the ships and their crew members. 

While Southern Command struggles with those problems, 
which have long plagued South and Central America, it also is 
closely monitoring Iran's diplomatic efforts, along with the 
activities of Hamas and Hezbollah in the region. 

Iran is allegedly building drones for the Venezuelan 
military while also trying to make new regional friends who 
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might help block international sanctions aimed at Iran's 
nuclear arms programs. 

But during a recent swing through South America, Iranian 
President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad "didn't get the reception he 
wanted," Fraser said bluntly. 

"It almost feels like the Cold War, when the Soviets were 
going around the world looking for allies," noted Sen. Mark 
Udall. 

Hamas and Hezbollah have not had substantial success in 
the region as of yet, Fraser told the senators. U.S. military and 
intelligence officials say the terrorist organizations have gotten 
involved in the illicit trafficking of weapons, drugs and people 
to create a new funding stream. 
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6. NORTHCOM Prioritizes Homeland Defense, Cyber, Partners 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 13 MAR 12) ... Cheryl Pellerin 

WASHINGTON – Priorities for U.S. Northern Command 
include expanding partnerships, keeping eyes on air, space, 
cyberspace, land and sea domains, and outpacing all threats, 
the NORTHCOM and the North American Aerospace Defense 
Command commander said today. 

Army Gen. Charles Jacoby, Jr., testified before the Senate 
Armed Services Committee on the fiscal 2013 defense budget 
request for the first time as NORTHCOM commander. 
NORTHCOM was established after the 9/11 terrorist attacks 
to defending the homeland and help civil authorities respond 
to natural and other disasters. Its area of responsibility 
includes Canada and Mexico. 

Jacoby said his priorities include advancing and 
sustaining the U.S.-Canada partnership of NORAD, 
monitoring the unique and fast-changing domain of the Arctic, 
and taking care of the men and women of NORTHCOM. 

“This past year has been busy. We've synchronized our 
activities with many partners and done our part to realize 
efficiencies that we've worked through the budget process,” 
Jacoby told the senators. 

As part of the budget, he said, NORTHCOM trimmed its 
workforce by 141 full-time positions this year, and for fiscal 
2013 has requested reducing its operations and maintenance 
funding by about 6 percent. 

“But with the resources and authorities at hand and 
maintaining our vigilance,” the general added, “we'll be able 
to continue to defend and support the American people.” 

Outside its primary homeland defense mission, some of 
NORTHCOM’s most immediate concerns include cyber 
security, transnational criminal organizations that threaten the 
United States from the border with Mexico, and security 
issues that arise from the predicted melting of Arctic sea ice, 
opening parts of the Arctic over the next decade to human 
activity. 

NORTHCOM’s main responsibility in the cyber domain, 
Jacoby said, “is consequence management in the event of a 
catastrophic cyber attack on this country. NORTHCOM could 
certainly be called upon to provide support to civil authorities 
in the recovery. But we think our role is broader than that.” 

NORTHCOM has “some work to do in defining what 
[constitutes] an attack in the cyber domain,” he said. “It's a 
very collaborative process we're doing as combatant 
commanders along with [the U.S. Strategic Command] and its 
… Cyber Command. That's a work in progress.” 

Jacoby said he believes “it will be a matter of policy to 
clearly define what is an attack or what isn't an attack,” and he 
hopes such a policy can be put in place over the next year. 

Until then, Jacoby said, he continues to work closely with 
Cyber Command commander Army Gen. Keith Alexander “to 

ensure that we have ample warning to understand if there is a 
cyberattack or malicious cyber activity that … could 
compromise the defense of the homeland.” 

To achieve that end, Jacoby said, NORTHCOM has good 
cooperation across DOD and with partners in the Department 
of Homeland Security. 

Some aspects of transnational organized crime are another 
priority for NORTHCOM. President Barack Obama in July 
released a strategy for combating such crime, and 
NORTHCOM and the U.S. Southern Command are the main 
entities through which the Defense Department engages in the 
Western Hemisphere. 

The mandate increases as more nations ask their own 
militaries to take on internal security responsibilities, Jacoby 
said. 

“What we do on the border [with Mexico] as the 
Department of Defense is to provide support to the lead 
agencies -- the Department of Homeland Security, primarily, 
and the Justice Department's organizations, as well,” he said. 
“We're eager to provide that support.” 

Partnering with U.S. Customs and Border Protection 
gives soldiers, Sailors, airmen and Marines good training 
opportunities, he added. 

“It is a great relationship that's grown stronger and 
stronger over time,” Jacoby said. “Just this month, we've 
conducted Op[eration] Nimbus II in the Tucson sector, where 
1st Armored Division soldiers feel they got better training than 
they've gotten prior to a deployment at any time in the past 10 
years.” 

In that operation, more than 500 soldiers from Fort Bliss 
and Fort Hood in Texas supported the U.S. Border Patrol with 
intelligence and surveillance assistance. 

“I think it's critical to continue to strengthen and expand 
our partnerships in the NORTHCOM headquarters,” Jacoby 
said. “We have over 32 agencies represented there and eight 
law enforcement agencies. We've never had better sharing of 
information across the interagency.” 

Thousands of miles north, the Arctic is becoming an 
emerging an area of interest for NORTHCOM. 

The Navy's Task Force Climate Change and U.S. science 
agencies have predicted that by 2020 or so, commercial ships 
may be able to transit the Arctic, where sea ice is in long-term 
decline. 

The region’s more than 1,000 miles of coastline and 
potential sovereign rights to several hundred thousand square 
miles of ocean gives the United States a strong national 
security and homeland defense interest there. 
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“We have an opportunity, while we watch the Arctic 
begin to open up, to get ahead of potential security 
requirements,” Jacoby told the senators. 

To that end, he added, NORTHCOM’s strategic 
framework is to work closely with the Coast Guard, the U.S. 
Navy and other partners in the departments of Defense and 
Homeland Security, and stay closely tied to partners in 
Canada. 

Jacoby said the Defense Department supports the 
Convention of the Law of the Sea because it would give the 

United States a role in long-term negotiations that will involve 
the Arctic and its resources. 

In 2004, the U.S. Senate Foreign Relations Committee 
recommended U.S. accession to the treaty in a unanimous 
vote, but a vote of the entire Senate has not yet taken place. 
The United States has signed, but not ratified the treaty. 

“As the commander responsible for the Arctic,” Jacoby 
said, “ … it would be very helpful to have a seat at the table as 
we begin the lengthy … process of determining [the 
boundaries of the] Continental Shelf and all the attributes of 
the Arctic that competing nations will be interested in.” 
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7. Wasp Visits Mayport 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 13 MAR 12) ... USS Wasp Public Affairs 

MAYPORT, Fla. -- Nearly 1,000 Sailors from 
amphibious assault ship USS WASP (LHD 1) pulled into 
Mayport, Fla., March 13. 

Wasp left her homeport of Norfolk March 2 to conduct 
routine operations in the waters of the Southern Caribbean, 
and use the degaussing range in Mayport. 

"With the [degaussing] range in Norfolk under repairs, we 
needed to make use of the Mayport range to achieve our 
annual certification," said Capt. Gary M. Boardman. "While in 
Mayport, Wasp will conduct some minor maintenance and 
provide a portion of the crew some well-deserved liberty." 

Wasp Sailors not on duty will take advantage of the 
numerous offerings of the southeastern naval port including 
several Morale, Welfare and Recreation-sponsored trips to 
Disney World and Universal Studios. Many crew members 

will also take advantage of the in port opportunity to meet up 
with family and/or friends who call northern Florida home. 

"I'm going home to visit my parents who live nearby in 
Lake City, Florida," said Fire Controlman (SW) Crystal Ditro, 
a member of Wasp's Material, Maintenance Management 
(3M) division. "We're going to relax, build a bonfire and enjoy 
the time together while I'm down here." 

Wasp will remain in Mayport through March 16 when she 
will return to sea and head back to her homeport of Norfolk. 

With the War of 1812 as the theme, Wasp is slated to 
participate in several high profile fleet week events in New 
Orleans, La.; Port Everglades, Fla.; and New York, N.Y. in the 
coming months. Wasp is using the Mayport visit to rehearse 
several aspects of this upcoming assignment. 
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8. USS Nitze Departs For Deployment 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 13 MAR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Jeff Atherton, Enterprise Carrier Strike Group 
Public Affairs 

USS NITZE, At Sea -- The Arleigh Burke-class guided-
missile destroyer USS Nitze (DDG 94) departed Naval Station 
Norfolk, Va., March 12 for a scheduled deployment. 

Nitze, operating with the Enterprise Carrier Strike Group, 
is scheduled to work with coalition maritime forces focusing 
heavily on maritime security operations and theater security 
cooperation efforts designed to maintain regional stability. 

This deployment comes in the wake of countless hours of 
training, maintenance and practice. 

"Our training was meant to closely simulate potential 
situations as realistically as possible," said Cmdr. John Bub, 
Nitze's executive officer. "It was meant to force crew members 
to think through problems and face potential issues." 

"Some of the problems the ship faced in training were 
counter-piracy related, as well as handling surface and air 
contacts," said Lt. Chris Byrnes, Nitze's operations officer. "It 
gave the crew a lot of operational experience to make sure 
they were ready for deployment." 

Commissioned in 2005, Nitze has deployed twice to the 
5th and 6th Fleet areas of responsibility and is ready for the 
challenges they may face on this deployment. 

"Nitze established a great reputation during previous 
deployments," said Byrnes. "The commanding officer and the 
crew expect to meet and exceed expectations placed on them." 

"The crew performed above expectations in every aspect 
of our training," said Bub. "We are more than prepared to face 
any challenges that come our way during deployment." 

For the crew, the deployment will be business as usual. 
"I expect the crew to perform in the manner in which they 

have been trained," said Bub. "The crew has been trained on 
every aspect of the ship and are prepared to use what they 
know, including the combat systems, if necessary." 

Since returning from a month-long training exercise 
earlier this year, Nitze has gotten several new crew members. 

"We expect the new crew members to successfully and 
fully integrate with the crew," said Byrnes. 

Upon arriving in the 5th and 6th fleet areas of 
responsibility, the crew will be ready to perform any task 
asked of them. 

"When we arrive, we will be ready to go anywhere and 
perform any duties asked of us at a moment's notice," said 
Byrnes. 

The Enterprise Carrier Strike Group is comprised of 
Enterprise, Carrier Air Wing (CVW 1), Destroyer Squadron 
(DESRON) 2, guided-missile cruiser USS Vicksburg (CG 69), 
and guided-missile destroyers USS Porter (DDG 78), USS 
Nitze (DDG 94) and USS Porter (DDG 95). 
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9. Enterprise Pilots Begin Qualifications 
'Big E' will head to Mediterranean Sea Thursday 
(WAVY NBC NORFOLK 13 MAR 12) ... Art Kohn 

NORFOLK, Va. -- The USS Enterprise will continue to 
work around the Virginia Capes for about two more days as 
carrier qualifications begin. 

Pilots must complete carrier qualifications before the ship 
heads east for the Mediterranean Sea. 

The Enterprise should steam towards the Mediterranean 
by Thursday afternoon. 

The voyage is expected to take about a week. 
View Clip (RT: 1:11) 
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10. Carl Vinson Marks 30 Years Of Service 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 13 MAR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Byron C. Linder, USS Carl Vinson Public Affairs 

USS CARL VINSON, At Sea -- Sailors aboard the 
Nimitz-class aircraft carrier USS Carl Vinson (CVN 70) 
celebrated the carrier's 30th year of service March 13. 

Navy veterans who commissioned the ship joined them 
from afar as they recalled their service aboard Vinson. 

Commissioned March 13, 1982 in Newport News, Va. 
with Capt. Richard L. Martin as her first commanding officer, 
the Navy's third Nimitz-class carrier has completed 11 
deployments spanning the world's oceans. 

"We were named after an American patriot who knew the 
value of a strong Navy," said Vinson's Commanding Officer 
Capt. Kent D. Whalen. "Vinson's vision was a Navy that 
would protect our nation, keep the sea lanes safe for 
commerce, and sustain the capability to take the fight to any 
enemy, anywhere in the world." 

"When you look at the amount of time Carl Vinson has 
spent at sea over the last thirty years, it's a tribute to the 
dedication of every Sailor who's served aboard her. Prolonged 
success for a ship always equals one thing - and that's 
exceptional maintenance practices," said Vinson's Command 
Master Chief (AW/SW) Jeffrey Pickering. "It's something we 
focus on in 2012 and it's obvious that it was just as important 
to the Sailors who sailed Vinson for three decades before us." 

Vinson Plankowner Boiler Technician 3rd Class Michael 
Dorgan reported to Carl Vinson in 1981 as part of the pre-
commissioning unit (PCU). He said via email that there are 
multiple moments throughout his tour aboard CVN 70 that 
stay with him to this day. 

"It's a collection of memories of the people I served with 
as well as the ports of call," he said. "My years of service 
aboard the Vinson are very special to me, and I will always 
cherish them." 

Mess Specialist 3rd Class Pierre Wheaton, also part of the 
PCU and a plankowner, shared his fondest memories. 

"Watching the ship being brought to life on 
commissioning day, seeing the ship for the first time at 
Newport News, and knowing I would be forever affiliated 
with the greatest carrier in the fleet," are moments he still 
holds dear, he said in an e-mail exchange. 

Carl Vinson was the first modern aircraft carrier to 
conduct operations in the Bering Sea in 1986. In 1990, the 
ship earned the first of what would be six Battle Efficiency 
(Battle "E") awards. 

The Discovery Channel boarded Carl Vinson in 1995 to 
film a documentary titled "Carrier: Fortress at Sea,” 
chronicling the carrier's six-month deployment to and from the 
Persian Gulf. In 1996 and 1998, Vinson Sailors earned the 
ship its second and third Battle "E" awards. 

Aviation Machinist's Mate 3rd Class Casey Hall, assigned 
to Strike Fighter Squadron (VFA) 22 from 1997 to 2000, 
recalled an instance where he relied on his Shipmates after 
falling overboard during Vinson's 1999 operations in the 
Arabian Sea. 

What sticks with him more than a decade later is "the way 
the medical staff worked on me after I was brought back on 
board," he wrote in an e-mail. 

Coming together for one purpose and mission is 
something Vinson has become well known for. On Oct. 7, 
2001, Vinson launched America's first air strikes in support of 
Operation Enduring Freedom in response to the 9/11 terrorist 
attacks, launching more than 4,000 combat sorties. Vinson 
was recognized with a fourth Battle "E" award for her work 
that year. 

Plankowner Aerographer's Mate 2nd Class (AW) James 
O'Brien said he felt nothing but pride when he heard of 
Vinson's involvement in the war on terror. 

In 2004, Carl Vinson earned a fifth Battle "E" for her 
successes in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom. 

The ship was the third carrier to undergo a refueling and 
complex overhaul (RCOH) in 2005. When the ship returned to 
the fleet in 2010, her Sailors remembered what her first 
commanding officer said to them during their RCOH. "It's the 
crew's job," Martin said during Vinson's stepping-the-mast 
ceremony in 2007, "to bring the ship out of the yards with the 
same kind of spirit that has been with it forever." 

Immediately following her RCOH the ship changed 
homeports from Bremerton, Wash. to San Diego. When she 
began her transit from Virginia to California intending to go 
around the Horn of South America, a devastating earthquake 
struck Haiti. Vinson changed course just hours after getting 
underway to provide humanitarian assistance to the island 
nation as part of Operation Unified Response. 

From the flight deck, Vinson provided medical supplies, 
food, and fresh water to the victims. 

Vinson Sailors departed on her first combat deployment 
since RCOH November 2010 to the U.S. 5th Fleet AOR, 
returning June 2011. On Veterans Day, Nov. 11, 2011, Carl 
Vinson hosted the inaugural Quicken Loans Carrier Classic 
NCAA basketball game on the ship's flight deck between the 
Michigan State Spartans and the North Carolina Tar Heels. 

Carl Vinson Sailors departed San Diego for her current 
deployment 19 days later. Vinson was awarded her sixth 
Battle "E" in February 2012 for her performance the previous 
deployment. 

"You have done us plankowners proud. You've picked up 
the torch we passed back in the '80s and ran with it in ways I 
would have never believed," Wheaton said. "Remember to 
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stay modest and humble, and keep working hard to maintain 
the Vinson's good name. You're part of the best carrier in the 
best Navy in the world." 

Vinson Sailors acknowledged the importance of 
maintaining the legacy they carry on. 

"It is a testament to our naval superiority that with 
teamwork and a lot of maintenance, this ship is ready for 
anything," said Aviation Boatswain's Mate (Handling) 3rd 

Class (AW) Logan Judd, assigned to Air Department's V-1 
Division. 

"I'm proud of everything this ship has been through and 
achieved. It has definitely had a name in the past and has 
carried that name with honor throughout the years," added 
Seaman Jessica Hamilton of Deck Department's 3rd Division, 
temporarily assigned to Supply Department's S-2 Division. 
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11. USS New Orleans Celebrates Five Years Of Service To The Fleet 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 13 MAR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Gabriel Owens, USS New Orleans Public Affairs 

USS NEW ORLEANS, At sea -- Sailors and Marines 
aboard amphibious transport dock ship USS New Orleans 
(LPD 18) celebrated the fifth anniversary of the ship's 
commissioning March 10 while on deployment in the 5th Fleet 
area of responsibility. 

The anniversary fell on a rare day of relaxation for the 
"Big Easy" that included a "steel beach" picnic on the flight 
deck. 

The day ended on the mess decks with the ship's 
Commanding Officer Cmdr. Dennis Jacko, along with the last 
three of the ship's "plankowners" attached to New Orleans 
since the ship's commissioning, cutting an anniversary cake 
made by the ship's food services division. 

"We had a wonderful day today," said Jacko. "Not only 
did the crew really enjoy a full holiday routine with a fantastic 
'steel beach,' but we were able to celebrate the fifth birthday of 
the ship with the last three plank owners still on board. 

Jacko also spoke about the future of the ship. 

"She is a young ship, and with the proper care we are 
giving her, she will see many more change-outs of the crew 
over the next 40 years," said Jacko. 

New Orleans was built in its namesake city from 2004 - 
2007 before being homeported in San Diego. The ship 
received its first Battle "E" Efficiency ribbon for superior 
performance in 2011. 

Commissioned in 2007, New Orleans is the second of the 
San Antonio-class transport dock ships. Its warfighting 
capabilities include a state-of-the-art command and control 
suite, substantially increased vehicle lift capacity, a large 
flight deck, and advanced ship survivability features that 
enhance its ability to operate in the littoral environment. 

New Orleans and embarked Marines assigned to the 11th 
Marine Expeditionary Unit are deployed as part of the Makin 
Island Amphibious Ready Group, supporting maritime 
security operations and theater security cooperation efforts in 
the U.S. 5th Fleet area of responsibility. 
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GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
12. Chinese Aircraft Carrier To Begin Official Duty Soon 
(VOICE OF AMERICA 13 MAR 12) 

A high-ranking Chinese navy officer says the country's 
first aircraft carrier will officially be placed into service later 
this year. 

The China Daily newspaper quotes Deputy Commander 
Xu Hongmeng on Tuesday saying the military “has a plan” to 
put the Soviet-built vessel into active duty, but did not go into 
details. 

China bought the vessel from Ukraine in 1998, and has 
put the refitted ship through four sea trials since its maiden 
voyage last year. The newspaper quotes media reports saying 
the warship is currently equipped with life-size model planes. 

China Daily says it learned Monday from Rear Adm. Cao 
Dongshen that the new aircraft carrier will not be deployed as 
part of a single fixed fleet, but will keep traveling. Cao says 
the carrier will mainly conduct experiments, training and 
scientific research. 

China's push to build up its naval forces has been 
accompanied by a major diplomatic dispute with Japan over 
islands in the East China Sea, as well as disputes with 
Vietnam and the Philippines over oil and gas exploration in 
the South China Sea. 
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13. Navy Torpedoes Bt7.6-Billion Submarine Project 
(THE NATION (THAILAND) 14 MAR 12) 

Navy chief Admiral Surasak Runroengrom conceded 
yesterday the Navy would no longer push for the purchase of 
four used submarines with a Bt7.6 billion price tag from 
Germany. 

"The deadline for purchase passed on February 29, and 
the Navy will not seek to keep the buying option," he said. 

Surasak said the Navy had done its best but failed to push 
through plans for the deployment of the submarines. 

Following a series of reviews, Defence Minister 
Sukampol Suwannathat reportedly finalised his decision to 
scuttle the project. He has yet to instruct the Navy on whether 
to come up with a spending plan for new submarines. 
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14. Israeli Warships Pass Though Suez Canal 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 13 MAR 12) 

JERUSALEM — Two Israeli naval vessels passed 
through Egypt's Suez Canal on Tuesday, headed from the 
Mediterranean to the Red Sea, Israeli and Egyptian sources 
said. 

"It was routine, they were on their way to Eilat" where 
Israel has its Red Sea naval base, an Israeli security source 
told AFP on condition of anonymity. 

A source at the Canal Authority named the vessels as the 
Lahav and the Yafo, without giving their size or type. 

Israel dispatched two missile boats to the Red Sea last 
August after Iran deployed a submarine and a warship there on 
what it called a patrol mission. 

The Israeli military said at the time that its own naval 
deployment was "part of a routine exercise." 

After fighting several wars since Israel's foundation in 
1948, Egypt and Israel signed a peace treaty in 1979, but 
Israeli vessels rarely pass through the strategic waterway. 

The military had no comment on Tuesday's crossing, 
which came to the backdrop of an international standoff over 
Iran's nuclear programme, which much of the world believes 
is geared toward developing atomic weapons. 

It also comes after four days of deadly fighting between 
Israel and militants in Gaza, some of whom were suspected of 
using Egypt's Sinai Peninsula as a launch pad for anti-Israeli 
attacks. 
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15. Cruise Ships Sail In Pirate Waters 
(WASHINGTON EXAMINER 13 MAR 12) 

U.S. shipping interests, scolded Tuesday by a State 
Department official for not doing enough to fight Somali 
pirates, flashed back that they need more Navy protection and 
must pay ransom demands or nobody will man ships. 

At a U.S. Chamber of Commerce forum on the surge in 
piracy off the Somali coast where 30,000 ships a year pass, the 
former head of the Pentagon’s Piracy Task Force 151 also 
chided the top State anti-piracy official for not knowing that 
cruise ships commonly pass through. 

Andrew Shapiro, assistant secretary of State for political-
military affairs, said cruise ships don’t steer near the open 
waters off Africa’s coast because of the pirate threat. “For the 
most part, they are not transiting through high-risk areas,” he 
said, adding that none have been targeted by pirates. But 
retired Rear Adm. Terence McKnight, the former Task Force 
151 boss, said the Queen Mary and many others sail the 
dangerous waters. “There have been a lot of cruise lines 
through there,” he said. 

McKnight, concerned about proposed Navy budget cuts, 
also warned against reducing American and international 
warships patrolling the pirate basin. Without the ships, he said, 
“pirates will become more aggressive.” 

Shapiro was also challenged over his demands that the 
industry stop paying ransoms and do more to protect ships, 
including hiring armed security. Mark Martecchini, managing 
director of Stolt Tankers, said if crews didn’t believe that 
owners would pay ransoms, they wouldn’t sign up for trips. “I 
think they would think twice before going,” he said. 

But he won kudos for revealing that the administration is 
changing strategies to take out war lords in Somalia and other 
rogue nations who run the pirate operations from land. 
Overall, killings from piracy are up, reaching 32 last year, and 
costing shippers $7 billion a year. One shipping insurance 
official joked that ship owners should have put 1,000 miles of 
razor wire on Somalia’s coast instead of buying 14,000 miles 
of it for ship decks. 

Return to Index 
 

16. Representatives Of Ukrainian And U.S. Navies Discuss Plan For Anti-Piracy Operations 
(KYIV POST (UKRAINE) 13 MAR 12) 

As the press center of the Ukrainian Navy reported, the 
Ukrainian delegation held working meetings with 
representatives of the U.S. Navy's Fifth Fleet on studying 
experience in combating piracy in the Gulf of Aden and also 
participated in a sitting of the Coordinating Group on Shared 
Awareness and Deconfliction (SHADE). 

As Deputy Chief of the Ukrainian Navy HQ Captain 
Andriy Ryzhenko reported, about 100 representatives of the 
fleets of European and Asian countries, the Middle East, the 
command of the EU's Atalanta Operation, NATO's Ocean 
Shield Operation and the command of the U.S. Navy's Fifth 
Fleet took part in the sitting of this coordinating group. 

During the work, which is to last until March 14, the 
participants of the sitting are to co-ordinate joint actions 
fighting marine piracy, holding of escort operations, patrolling 

dangerous regions, and implementing air-patrol and another 
anti-piracy work. 

"As is well known, today the most dangerous region for 
navigation is the Somali coast. Some years ago several 
international security organizations decided to hold a sitting of 
the coordinating group on shared awareness and deconfliction 
in Manama once a quarter, with the participation of 
representatives of all countries and organizations fighting 
piracy," Ryzhenko said. 

During the sitting Ukrainian delegation is to coordinate 
the plans for involving the active members of the Ukrainian 
navy to fight against piracy and study the experience of their 
foreign colleagues, he said. 

The representatives of the Ukrainian navy are taking part 
in such sitting for the third time. 
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17. If You Build It, They Won't Come? U.S. Bases In Caribbean Target Drug Trafficking. 
With resources stretched thin, the U.S. is now teaming up with small Central American and Caribbean 
nations to build military bases to combat drug trafficking. 
(CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR 12 MAR 12) ... Ezra Fieser 

SANTO DOMINGO, Dominican Republic - The U.S. 
military will build a base for the Dominican Navy on a small 
island here, consisting of barracks, a command center, and 
reconstructed pier. The project came at the behest of 
Dominican authorities witnessing an increase in drug 
trafficking on their coastline. It is one example of a regional 
approach the Pentagon is taking to catch drug shipments, the 
bulk of which are destined for the U.S. 

The base is tiny compared with U.S. installations 
elsewhere in the Americas, and it will have no U.S. personnel. 
With its own resources stretched, the U.S. is increasingly 
turning to allies like the Dominican Republic to combat 
trafficking. The Pentagon has built similar bases in Belize, 
Nicaragua, Panama, Guatemala, and Costa Rica and ramped 
up its presence at the Soto Cano Air Base in western 
Honduras, where about 600 U.S. soldiers are stationed. 

Despite these efforts, however, only one-third of detected 
drug shipments are intercepted and the rate is dropping. “More 
is getting through,” Air Force Gen. Douglas Fraser, chief of 
Southern Command (SOUTHCOM) told reporters 
Wednesday, a day after testifying before the House Armed 
Service Committee. 

Smugglers largely rely on go-fast boats, which have the 
capacity to carry more than 4,000 pounds of cocaine, to 
transport drugs through the seas. Last year, for the first time, 
U.S. officials discovered a drug submarine in the Caribbean. 
The largest of such vessels are capable of transporting 10 
metric tons (22,000 pounds) of cocaine. 

The U.S. command for Latin America is “focused on [its] 
maritime mission, which is to support the detection and 
monitoring of the traffic through the maritime environments of 
the Caribbean and the Pacific,” General Fraser testified. 

Military Intervention 
SOUTHCOM and regional military partners seized 117 

metric tons of cocaine, worth about $3 billion to drug cartels, 
last year, while criminal groups in the region pocket $18 
billion in profits annually,according to the UN. 

U.S. military aid in the Americas is still targeted mostly at 
Mexico and Colombia. SOUTHCOM spends about $25 
million a year – less than 6 percent of its budget – on an 
infrastructure program focused on 11 countries, nine of which 
are in Central America and the Caribbean. 

“Our support under the program has focused on 
improving the interdiction capabilities of partner nations by 
constructing or improving infrastructure at forward operating 
sites which would include piers, barracks, maintenance 
centers, and operational command centers,” says Raymond 
Sarracino, a spokesman for SOUTHCOM. 

“We expect militaries in Guatemala, Honduras, and El 
Salvador will continue to be called upon to play an important 
role in domestic security matters in the coming years,” Fraser 
testified last week, referring to policing actions to curb what 
many believe is trafficking-related violence. 

Drugs In The DR 
The $1.5 million base planned for the Dominican 

Republic drew small protests and cries of Yankee imperialism 

in a country that was twice occupied by U.S. Marines in the 
20th century. 

The Dominican Navy says it requested construction of the 
base because drug running via its coastal waters has spiked 
since it cracked down on illicit drug flights from South 
America last year. 

Considered the center of the Caribbean drug trade, the 
Dominican Republic is a key transshipment point for 
smugglers trying toreach U.S. soil via the Mona Passage, 
which separates the country from Puerto Rico. 

The base, planned for a three-mile-long, mostly protected 
island off the southeast coast – Isla Saona – “will allow the 
Dominican Navy to have a continual presence in the area,” 
allowing it “to monitor illicit activities” in the Mona Passage, 
according to the Dominican Navy in a statement. 

Still, opponents fear the long-term effects. “We know 
drugs has negatively impacted the Domincan Republic,” says 
Hector Leon, a student who demonstrated against the base’s 
construction. “But what happens when we no longer need it? 
Will it be a base for the U.S.?” 

John Lindsay-Poland, director of research and advocacy 
at the Fellowship of Reconciliation, which documents U.S. 
military presence in Latin America, says that’s a real danger. 

“The thing about capacity in infrastructure is that it can 
outlive the mission,” he says. “You set up a base like this and 
maybe the politics change … but the infrastructure is still 
there. It’s an infrastructure that allows the U.S. to intervene.” 

Calls For A New Approach 
For critics, the failures to stop drug smuggling underscore 

the shortcomings of a military-led approach to drug 
interdiction. 

Any military assistance in those countries needs to be 
complemented with aid that will go to reform key institutions, 
says retired Army Col. Robert Killebrew. 

“SOUTHCOM is moving throughout the area to provide 
assistance to those countries,” Killebrew says. “That’s good. 
They need it. But my concern is that there has to also be help 
to the legal organs of those states, the courts, the police, the 
prosecutors.” 

Thanks in part to the effects of the drug trade, countries in 
Central America and the Caribbean are among the most 
violent in the world. The scourge of drug-related violence has 
led many countries to involve their militaries in citizen 
policing roles, despite sordid histories of human rights 
violations in some countries. 

Many Latin American leaders – including former Army 
general, recently inaugurated Guatemalan President Otto Perez 
Molina – are now calling for a discussion on the legalization 
of drugs. During a visit to the region last week, Vice President 
Joseph Biden said "It's worth discussing [decriminalization], 
but there is no possibility the Obama/Biden administration 
will change its policy on legalization," which largely puts an 
end to any meaningful conversation on the topic, critics say. 
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PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
18. Short-Term Extensions OK’d For Some ERB Victims 
(NAVY TIMES 19 MAR 12) ... Mark D. Faram 

About 70 sailors chosen for separation by last year’s 
enlisted retention boards whose end-of-service dates came 
before the Sept. 1 separation deadline have been granted short-
term extensions, officials confirmed. 

However, they would not give the exact number being 
allowed to stay. “The updated post-ERB policy guidance 
memo signed on Feb. 24 states that sailors who have a 
separation date prior to Sept. 1 and who are being separated 
for nonpunitive reasons, may request a short-term extension to 
take advantage of transition benefits,” said Lt. Laura Stegherr, 
spokeswoman for the chief of naval personnel. 

That news was a ray of hope for Aviation Electrician’s 
Mate 1st Class (AW) Mike Wilson, assigned to Helicopter 
Maritime Strike Squadron 74 at Naval Air Station 
Jacksonville, Fla. 

Wilson would have been discharged March 9 had the 
extension not been granted. However, he said, he was only 
extended to Aug. 9 because of extension rules — another 
monthlong extension would’ve pushed him past the deadline. 

Wilson is fighting his discharge and has vowed not to 
give up. 

“This is just a temporary fix to a larger problem,” he said. 
“The larger problem is that I’ll be 42 days shy of hitting the 
15-year mark and being eligible to get a 15-year retirement.” 
Officials estimate that 300 of the 1,160 first class petty 
officers and 35 chief petty officers separated by the board will 
qualify for early retirement based on the Sept. 1 cutoff. 

When Navy Times asked the chief of personnel Jan. 20 
how many sailors would hit the 15-year milestone within 12 
months of the Sept. 1 deadline, officials declined to answer. 

“The Navy understands that there may be sailors short of 
reaching 15 years of service by Sept 1, 2012. Unfortunately, 
there are no waivers to eligibility requirements,” Stegherr said. 

Chief of Naval Personnel Vice Adm. Scott Van Buskirk 
said the Navy does not plan to open up the retirements further. 
“No matter where you establish the date ... we would have 
been faced with a different population that would just be 
coming into that window,” Van Buskirk said. 

The Navy is limited this fiscal year in how many sailors 
can get the early retirement because Congress only authorized 
675 people across the Defense Department to qualify in 2012. 

“I’m fully aware of that number,” Wilson said. “But I still 
think the Navy could go back to Congress and to extend this to 
more people.” Wilson will collect $58,736 in involuntary 
separation pay; if he were allowed to retire, he’d get as much 
as $950,000 over the next 40 years, pay tables show. But 
Wilson said it’s not about the money. 

“It’s about my son,” he said. “He was born with a medical 
condition that impacts his heart and lungs, and there’s only a 
handful of doctors who specialize in treating this disorder.” 
Wilson said his son’s medical care has totaled about $5 
million. The condition could make it difficult for him to get 
insurance. 

“Sure, the retirement money would be nice, but I’d be 
happy with simply getting the medical benefits beyond the six 
months we’re getting in the separation benefits,” he said. 
“Frankly that’s one of the main reasons I was staying in the 
Navy, to get the retirement and take care of my family — I 
feel my service rates that.” 
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19. Navy Branch Hiring Despite Military Downsizing 
Military Sealift Command Supplies Navy Ships While On Deployment 
(KGTV ABC SAN DIEGO 12 MAR 12) 

SAN DIEGO -- As the Pentagon and branches of the 
armed forces work to downsize, one part of the military is 
doing the opposite. 

With more than 160 ships worldwide, the Military Sealift 
Command is like a Navy within the Navy. 

"Our ships and crew supply everything from ammunition, 
food, fuel and deliver the mail so that Navy ships can stay 
deployed," said Deputy Cmdr. Tim McCully, who is with the 
Military Sealift Command Pacific. 

MSC ships are operated by civilians in support of the 
Navy anywhere in the world. 

"Where ever they are, we are," said Paul Neis, the captain 
of the U.S. Navy Ship Kaiser. 

One of the risky maneuvers during an under way 
replenishment is transferring fuel. Each fueling hose on the 
ship is capable of pumping 1,000 gallons of jet fuel per 
minute. An aircraft carrier burns roughly 1 million gallons a 
week of jet fuel while on deployment. 

"We carry about 8 million gallons of jet fuel on board," 
Neis said. 

Neis said aside from the actual fuel, what makes the 
transfer risky is that the ships are moving at about 15 knots at 
sea with only 180 feet of separation between them. 

"When things go bad, it happens very quickly and is 
extremely dangerous when it happens," said Neis, who added 
that it does not happen often. 

The Pentagon downsizing has not affected the Military 
Sealift Command. In fact, the opposite is taking place. 

"We're looking for entry-level positions, like ordinary 
seamen, wipers, stewards, utility supply and anyone even 
without experience at sea can apply," said Jimmie Woods, an 
MSC recruiter. 

Those new to the command usually stay about a year to 
five years. Woods said some make it a career and retire after 
20 or 30 years of service. 

"We are at sea quite a bit… Four months at sea, a month 
back and then another four months at sea," said Wood. 

McCully added, "It’s all about supporting the Navy 
mission. It's a way to serve your country without being in the 
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military. As we add ships to our Navy Fleet reserve, we also need people so we can keep the Navy supplied and at sea." 
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20. Transfer To Japan, Diversify Your Career 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 13 MAR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Andrea Perez, Navy Personnel Command Public 
Affairs Office 

MILLINGTON, Tenn. -- Taking an assignment to Japan 
is a career milestone that can diversify and complement the 
21st century Sailor's career portfolio, officials said March 13. 

"Flexibility is a big part of being a Sailor, but it's 
especially a big part of what we would call a 21st century 
Sailor," said Lt. Lance Lindley, flag secretary and force 
manpower officer for Commander, Patrol and Reconnaissance 
Force 7th Fleet (CTF 72). 

"In the current environment, we have to stay flexible and 
it's long been said that if you're going to make the Navy a 
career, you should expect to do at least one overseas tour," 
said Lindley. "So, if you're a Sailor who is just coming into the 
Navy, it might be a good idea to get that overseas tour early, 
because if you find that you like it, you can spend a good 
portion of your career overseas and that's not a detriment, 
that's actually a positive." 

Chief Navy Counselor (SW/SCW) Jascha Janssen, CTF-
72, said Japan has about 6,000 shore duty billets and 
approximately 13,000 sea duty billets spread out among five 
installations and 18 ships across Japan. 

For those stationed in Japan, many of the same services 
and programs are available as at bases in the United States, 
including medical, dental, commissary and exchange facilities, 
child development centers, DoD Schools and a wide range of 
Morale, Welfare and Recreation programs. 

"In a lot of cases, the range of support and services 
offered in Japan is more robust because we know that people 

are stationed outside their domestic culture and that they're 
going to rely a lot more on base services," said Lindley. 

"When you do decide to venture off of base, the Japanese 
culture is extremely historic, it's fascinating. There are great 
people, it's a beautiful country and there's a lot to do. You can 
see things that are a little more familiar like Tokyo 
Disneyland, to things that are more exotic like Mt. Fuji and 
pretty much everything in between." 

There are also significant monetary benefits for Sailors 
who take a billet in Japan. In addition to a Sailor's base pay 
and if they're on sea duty, sea pay, Sailors receive a cost-of-
living allowance for themselves and their families, said 
Janssen. 

On-base housing is available to Sailors in Japan, but 
living in the local community is an option too. Those who do 
live out on the economy will also receive and overseas 
housing allowance and utilities stipend. 

"If you're thinking about Japan, the only thing I can say is 
just do it. It's a once in a lifetime experience," said Janssen. 

If interested in pursuing orders to Japan, talk to your 
command career counselor. Sailors can also see a list of 
available billets through Career Management 
System/Interactive Detailing at www.cmsid.navy.mil. 

The 21st Century Sailor and Marine initiative 
consolidates a set of objectives and policies, new and existing, 
to maximize Sailor and Marine personal readiness, build 
resiliency and hone the most combat-effective force in the 
history of the Department of the Navy. 
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21. Naval Research Using Training Telework To Maintain Morale 
(FEDERAL NEWS RADIO 13 MAR 12) ... Jolie Lee 

The Office of Naval Research is going beyond routine 
training to invest in its workforce. 

In addition to classroom time, employees can go to 
speaking engagements and complete rotational assignments, 
including virtual assignments, said Will Brown, talent 
manager and deputy director of business operations and 
services at ONR, in an interview with The Federal Drive. 
Brown was a speaker Tuesday at the Human Capital 
Management Defense Conference in Arlington, Va. 

The result of the training is, he said, "Our employees are 
motivated, they stay with us and they enjoy what they're 
doing." 

ONR also offers what Brown calls a "form of telework" 
that allows employees not located in Washington to still work 
for the organization as part of a virtual employee program. 

"Some of the people that we want to work for us don't 
want to come to D.C. They don't want to deal with traffic. 
They don't want to deal with the politics," Brown said. 

ONR continually asks for feedback from employees, 
holding focus groups and then developing the ideas from those 
meetings, Brown said. 

Brown said managers must trust their workforce and help 
them innovate. "What we want to do is stop talking about a 
job at ONR and start talking about a career in naval research," 
he said. 

Listen To Audio (RT: 7:02) 
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22. Senate Rejects Pay Freeze 
Amendment would have funded energy projects and tax deductions 
(WASHINGTON POST 14 MAR 12) ... Ed O'Keefe and Eric Yoder 

The Senate rejected a measure Tuesday that would have 
extended a pay freeze for federal employees for another year. 

By a vote of 51 to 47, the chamber turned down an 
amendment to a highway funding bill introduced by Sen. Pat 

Roberts (R-Kan.) that would have extended the freeze through 
January 2014 to fund energy projects, an adoption tax credit, 
and tax deductions for college expenses and for state and local 
property taxes. 
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The vote came during debate on the federal highway 
funding measure. The White House has said it will oppose any 
effort to extend the pay freeze for another year to pay for 
federal programs or to pay down the federal deficit. 

A coalition of groups representing federal employees had 
denounced the bill as another attempt to curtail federal 
compensation to offset the costs of tax breaks and policies 
unrelated to the public-sector workforce. 

"The Republicans are coming forward with another attack 
on federal workers," Sen. Benjamin L. Cardin (D-Md.) said 
during a brief floor discussion before the vote. 

Sen. Barbara A. Mikulski (D-Md.) said in a statement 
afterward that federal employees "should not be treated as 
scapegoats. They are already operating under a pay freeze, 
they are already facing deep cuts at their agencies, yet they 
continue to be targeted by Republican plans to extend their 
pay freeze or pass backdoor pay and benefit cuts." 

Under a 2010 law, federal pay rates were not increased in 
2011 or 2012, although employees have remained eligible for 
raises upon promotion or upon advancing in their pay grades. 

The House voted in February to approve a one-year 
extension of the freeze as part of a separate bill. The White 
House, however, has recommended a 0.5 percent pay increase 
for civilian federal employees that would start next January. 

The last general raise, 2 percent, was paid in January 
2010. 

"I think it's good," Melissa Dantic, who works for the 
Department of Veterans Affairs, said of the Senate vote. She 
said she was not happy with the existing freeze. "I think with 
everything going on, with gas [prices] increasing, you need 
extra money. If you're a GS-12 with a family, you're living 
paycheck to paycheck in this area. If we could get a raise, I 
think it would help everyone." 

"We work as much as the private industry. We deserve a 
raise," said Michael Laboy, a Federal Aviation Administration 
employee. He said it is not promising that a lawmaker would 
propose a pay freeze extension. 

Employee organizations noted that many other proposals 
to curtail federal worker compensation are pending in 
Congress. "It is well past time to stop these attacks on their 
pay, benefits and rights," said Colleen M. Kelley, president of 
the National Treasury Employees Union. 

"Although we are relieved that this latest affront to 
America's federal workers failed, we're still on guard for the 
next attempt to weaken our federal workforce and the vital 
services and protections it provides," said Joseph A. Beaudoin, 
president of the National Active and Retired Federal 
Employees Association. 
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23. Push To Boost GI Bill Payments Gets Support, But No Funding 
(NAVY TIMES 19 MAR 12) ... Rick Maze 

There is strong support — but no money — for legislation 
that would raise Post-9/11 GI Bill tuition reimbursement rates 
for nonresident students attending public colleges and 
universities. 

The Veterans Equity Act of 2012, HR 3483, would 
reverse a change made last year that pays out-of-state students 
only the in-state maximum for tuition and fees, limiting 
benefits for current and former service members and any 
family members using transferred GI Bill benefits. 

The change, as part of a comprehensive overhaul to 
simplify the program, came as a shock to many students who 
were suddenly hit with big tuition bills. Jason Thigpen, 
president of the Student Veterans Advocacy Group, said some 
student veterans have been forced to drop out of school 
because they cannot afford out-of-state tuition. 

The Congressional Budget Office estimates 35,000 
students in 40 states are affected. 

With such wide impact, the legislation is popular, but 
there is one big problem, according to Rep. Gus Bilirakis, R-
Fla., a member of the House Veterans’ Affairs Committee’s 
economic opportunity panel. It would cost $1.4 billion over 10 
years to increase GI Bill payments for non-resident students 
— money that “is a challenge for this committee to identify.” 

Unless funding is found, the bill is unlikely to pass the 
committee, although veterans groups and the Veterans Affairs 
Department support increasing the payment. 

VA, however, is worried about the timing of any change: 
If the fix takes effect right away, it could interfere with the 
processing of GI Bill benefits claims. 

“Many student veterans who do not qualify for in-state 
tuition face significant out-of-pocket costs to attend the public 
school of their choice, unlike their counterparts, whose 
education at a private school may nearly be fully financed,” 
said Ryan Gallucci of Veterans of Foreign Wars. 

The Post-9/11 GI Bill pays up to $17,500 in tuition and 
fees for students enrolled in private colleges and universities, 
regardless of the state’s in-state tuition for public schools. 

The bill would apply the same $17,500 annual limit to 
nonresident students at public schools, unless in-state tuition 
exceeds that amount. In rare instances, nonresidents would get 
the higher amount. 

Thigpen, an Army National Guard sergeant, said he 
believes the reduced tuition reimburse-ment was an 
unintended consequence of the Post-9/11 Veterans 
Educational Assistance Act, which became law on Jan. 4, 
2011. 
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24. Pilot Program For Autism Treatment Extended 
(NAVY TIMES 13 MAR 12) ... Patricia Kime 

The Pentagon announced Tuesday it is extending a pilot 
program that provides autism treatment to the children of 
service members. 

Tricare Management Activity will extend the Enhanced 
Access to Autism Services demonstration program through 
March 2014, according to a news release. 

The initiative allows beneficiaries — qualifying offspring 
of active-duty personnel — to receive 10 hours a week of 
applied behavioral analysis, or ABA, a treatment that helps 
autistic youngsters learn new skills and improve 
communications. 
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The program continuation is good news for the families of 
the estimated 20,000 autistic military children. 

But advocates and some members of Congress believe 
Tricare needs to do more to serve this population. 

In a congressional hearing March 8, Rep. Maurice 
Hinchey, D-N.Y., said the program ideally should provide at 
least 25 to 40 hours a week of treatment, in accordance with 
standard accepted practices. 

But it definitely should be extended to include children of 
military retirees and medically retired personnel eligible for 
Tricare, he added. 

“Imagine being wounded in Iraq or Afghanistan and 
forced to medically retire and your child loses his or her 
autism therapy. We have an obligation to provide the health 
care needs of our military families,” Hinchey said. 

Reps. Walter Jones, R-N.C., and John Larson, D-Conn., 
have introduced the Caring for Military Kids with Autism Act 
that would require the Pentagon to offer the coverage to 
children of those beneficiaries. 

Assistant Secretary of Defense for Health Affairs Dr. 
Jonathan Woodson told the House Appropriations defense 

panel March 8 that the law would need to be changed for the 
Pentagon to widen its coverage. 

He said ABA is considered an educational intervention 
rather than a medical therapy and cannot be offered under 
Tricare unless it’s provided within the Extended Care Health 
Option program, offered to active-duty personnel for 
beneficiaries with moderate to severe intellectual disabilities, 
physical disabilities or other conditions that cause them to be 
homebound. 

“We currently provide about $36,000 a year in benefits to 
active-duty service members for dependents who have this 
condition,” Woodson said. “One of the things we need to do in 
trying to craft the benefits for servicemen and women with 
children afflicted is to understand what needs to be addressed 
within the educational lane versus the health care lane,” 
Woodson said. 

He added that his office needed to become more involved 
with the “education folks” at the Pentagon to explore 
treatment options. 
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25. 20th Annual Safety PDC Opens 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 13 MAR 12) ... April Phillips, Naval Safety Center Public Affairs 

HAMPTON, Va. -- The 20th Annual Safety Professional 
Development Conference (PDC) kicked off March 12. 

The conference is hosted by the Naval Safety and 
Environmental Training Center, based in Norfolk and this 
year's theme is "Mission First, Safety Always." 

Hundreds of safety professionals from across the fleet 
gather each year to learn about the latest policy changes, 
technological updates, and training possibilities in their fields. 
During the last two decades, the safety PDC has expanded to 
reflect the joint operating environment in which many operate. 
This year's conference featured attendees from the Navy, 
Marine Corps, Army, Air Force and Coast Guard. 

Rear Adm. Brian C. Prindle, commander, Naval Safety 
Center, welcomed the crowd and emphasized the importance 
of safety in the Department of Defense as a whole, and 
encouraged the group to share information with others of 
different services. 

"A diverse team will always outperform a team where 
everyone has the same knowledge and training base. This is 
your opportunity to network with experts from many 
organizations around the world and revitalize your safety 
programs," he said. 

Deputy Assistant Secretary of the Navy (Safety) Paul 
Hanley also addressed the conference and lauded safety as "a 
noble calling." He referenced Secretary of the Navy Ray 
Mabus' 21st Century Sailor and Marine initiative, which lists 
safety as a top priority focus area and a crucial part of fleet 
readiness. 

"The better your safety program, the greater your warfare 
capability," Hanley said. "Our real challenge is the cultural 
adjustment that needs to occur so everyone realizes this." 

The Safety PDC continues throughout the week with 
classes and seminars across the spectrum, including personal 
motor vehicles, occupational safety and health, and 
operational and off-duty risk management. 
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26. Middle Pacific Ships Receive Green "H" Awards 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 13 MAR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Mark Logico Commander Navy Region Hawaii 
Public Affairs 

PEARL HARBOR -- Commander, Naval Surface Group 
Middle Pacific (CNSG MIDPAC) announced that all 11 of its 
Hawaii-based Navy surface ships received the 2011 Force 
Health and Wellness Award, or the Green "H." 

CNSG MIDPAC Rear Adm. Frank Ponds said this is the 
second year in a row that all the ships that are part of 
MIDPAC and Destroyer Squadron 31 received the award. 

"You represent one of only two fleet concentration areas 
to have 100 percent of all units assigned achieve the award in 
back-to-back years," said Ponds. "A special mention goes out 
to USS Port Royal and USS Hopper for earning their 13th 
consecutive awards. What a splendid example for all to 
aspire." 

The purpose of the Green "H" unit award is to recognize 
shipboard Sailors who demonstrate their dedication to helping 
shipmates make constructive changes in their life by 
conducting activities like cardiopulmonary resuscitation 
training, smoking cessation courses, regular health fairs, 
fitness sessions and education on healthy living. 

Hospital Corpsman 1st Class (SW) William Triplett, who 
is assigned aboard the guided-missile cruiser USS Port Royal 
(CG 73), said medical played a small part in attaining the 
Green "H" award. He said training, the fitness program, and 
the drug and alcohol program played a huge role in making it 
happen. 
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"It's really nice when the programs that we work on come 
together and culminate into these awards," said Triplett. "It's 
nice to see all the hard work we put in actually pay off." 

The ships under CNSG MIDPAC include USS Chafee 
(DDG 90), USS Chosin (DDG 65), USS Chung-Hoon (DDG 
93), USS Crommelin (FFG 37), USS Hopper (DDG 70), USS 
Lake Erie (CG 70), USS Okane (DDG 77), USS Paul 
Hamilton (DDG 60), USS Port Royal (CG 73), USS Reuben 
James (FFG 57) and USS Russell (DDG 59). 

The qualifying period for this award was from Jan. 1 to 
Dec. 31, 2011. Ships that receive the COMNAVSURFOR 
Force Health and Wellness award can paint a Green "H" on 
the ship's bridge wing. Hash marks are painted below the "H" 
to indicate sequential awards. Commands awarded the Green 
"H" five consecutive times are authorized to paint a green star 
above the Green "H." 
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27. Milius Continues CPO 365 While Deployed 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 13 MAR 12) ... Fire Controlman 1st Class Derrick Wilson, USS Milius Public Affairs 

USS MILIUS, At sea -- First class and chief petty officers 
aboard guided-missile destroyer USS Milius (DDG 69) 
continue to follow the Chief Petty Officer (CPO) 365 program 
while deployed to the U.S. 5th Fleet area of responsibility. 

CPO 365 gives first class petty officers (FCPOs) year-
round training on becoming a chief; in the past, CPO selectees 
became a chief over the course of six weeks. 

Master Chief Petty Officer of the Navy (MCPON) Rick 
West developed CPO 365. It consists of three phases: Phase 1, 
Building a Foundation, is for FCPOs who took the E-7 Exam; 
Phase 2, Tasks and Qualification to Strengthen Leadership 
Skills, is for selection board-eligible FCPOs; and Section 3, 
Enhanced Development, is for chief selectees. 

"It is important for first classes to learn from the Chiefs' 
Mess and big Navy what is expected of them," said Chief 
Gunner's Mate Celestino Martinez, Milius' CPO 365 
coordinator. "The experience level of the Navy has changed, 
so it is important to interact with the first classes early to build 
a stronger [Chiefs'] Mess." 

CPO sponsors and FCPOs aboard Milius work closely 
together during CPO 365 discussing naval heritage and current 
policies. 

"The CPO 365 program is a great way for first class petty 
officers to not only see, but experience the vantage point of 

the chief petty officer," said Culinary Specialist 1st Class 
Stephen Harris. "It also gives us the opportunity to share our 
thoughts with, and learn from, other first classes and chiefs. 
You truly get out of it what you put in to it." 

The weekly training has proved beneficial to both parties, 
according to Command Master Chief Lisa Thomas. 

"Having first classes paired with chief sponsors from 
different departments strengthens the ship. I see the lines of 
communication begin to open," said Thomas. "It shows 
prospective chiefs the value of being part of a mess, and it 
shows my mess the strengths of the FCPOs. All of this is made 
possible by the training and joint functions." 

In addition to the knowledge that is being gained from 
their CPO sponsors, the FCPOs are also becoming physically 
prepared for the initiation process. Physical fitness sessions 
have helped build esprit de corps among the deckplate leaders. 

The physical fitness sessions have become so popular 
other crew members have started participating. 

"Seeing the chiefs and first classes outside doing PT and 
having fun is very motivating," Fire Controlman 2nd Class 
Lacey Skidmore said. 

The San Diego-based Milius, deployed independently, 
supports maritime security operations and theater security 
cooperation efforts in the U.S. 5th Fleet area of responsibility. 
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28. Navy Medicine Unit Develops Virus Test Kit 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 13 MAR 12) ... Navy and Marine Corps Public Health Center Public Affairs 

NORFOLK, Va. -- Navy Environmental Preventive 
Medicine Unit (NEPMU) 2 in Norfolk announced March 12 
the development of a norovirus testing kit to help identify 
outbreaks Navy-wide. 

The testing kit was created by a research team led by Lt. 
Chris Coetzer, NEPMU-2 biochemist, to support the Navy and 
Marine Corps Public Health Center's (NMCPHC) initiative to 
better manage the burden of norovirus outbreaks and 
subsequent fleet manpower losses. 

"We are rolling out the new kit to the fleet this spring, 
starting with ships that are deploying out of Norfolk," said Lt. 
Cmdr. Jamal Dejli, director of the NEPMU-2 microbiology 
laboratory. "We will then we'll train the labs that service the 
fleet in other areas." 

Noroviruses are the most common cause of acute 
gastroenteritis (AGI) worldwide. Cmdr. Cynthia Sikorski, 
NEPMU-2's Threat Assessment Department head, said the low 
dose required for the virus to produce infection and the ease 
with which it's transmitted make it extremely contagious. 

"NEPMU-2's innovative sampling technique for norovirus 
outbreaks will have significant impact in understanding the 
epidemiology and true burden of the disease, and ultimately 
enhance prevention efforts," said Sikorski. 

While norovirus is usually a mild, self-limiting disease, 
high morbidity and hospitalization rates are associated with it. 
The explosiveness of the outbreaks has the potential to 
significantly affect fleet operational mission capabilities. 
There are currently no vaccines or medicines that can prevent 
Norovirus infections, which increases the importance of the 
testing kit. 

Approximately 50 percent of all reported AGI outbreaks 
are caused by norovirus. Symptoms of a norovirus infection 
may include the rapid-onset of acute vomiting, diarrhea, 
nausea and abdominal cramps. 

Diarrhea is more common in children and vomiting in 
adults. Dehydration is the most common complication. 
Symptoms of the disease last an average of 12 to 60 hours. 
Unfortunately, there is no long-lasting immunity to norovirus; 
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thus, outbreaks can affect people of all ages and in a variety of 
settings. 

Coetzer said those suffering from this illness should drink 
lots of fluids to prevent dehydration and seek medical 
attention immediately. He also recommended regular hand 
washing, especially when coming in contact with potential 
contaminated sources. 

"Contaminated surfaces in ship's heads, medical, berthing, 
or other spaces where people gather may become important 
sources of new infections," said Coetzer. "Norovirus can 
survive up to 12 hours on hard surfaces in the environment, 
and up to 12 days on contaminated carpet or textile materials 
such as swabs (mops) used for cleaning." 

The development of the new specimen collection method 
demonstrates the innovative thought process that is the 
hallmark of the three Environmental and Preventive Medicine 
units located in Norfolk, San Diego and Hawaii, said Cmdr. 
Andrew Vaughn, NEPMU-2 officer-in-charge. 

"Our personnel encounter real-world problems such as the 
need to collect specimens of a highly contagious pathogen and 

find practical solutions to safely and efficiently meet that 
need," he said. 

"Whether it is in the field of microbiology, prevention, 
industrial hygiene, entomology, environmental health, 
audiology or disease surveillance, NEPMU-2 personnel are 
always seeking to improve, streamline or simplify the process 
of accomplishing the mission with an eye toward conserving 
precious resources. Innovations like the norovirus testing kit 
support our ultimate goal of providing timely answers and 
relevant services to the fleet and Marine forces." 

NEPMU-2 and NMCPHC are part of the Navy Medicine 
team, a global healthcare network of 63,000 Navy medical 
personnel around the world who provide high quality health 
care to more than one million eligible beneficiaries. Navy 
Medicine personnel deploy with Sailors and Marines 
worldwide, providing critical mission support aboard ship, in 
the air, under the sea and on the battlefield. 

For more information on norovirus, visit 
http://www.med.navy.mil/sites/nepmu2/Pages/diseases_noro.a
spx. 
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29. Do Fired Navy COs Suffer From 'Bathsheba Syndrome?' 
(STARS AND STRIPES 14 MAR 12) ... Wyatt Olson 

YOKOTA AIR BASE, Japan — The U.S. Navy has 
sacked more than 150 commanding officers for misconduct in 
the past 10 years. Five COs have already been fired this year, 
including the dismissal Monday of the commander of an 
amphibious transport dock that had not yet even been 
commissioned. 

So how can the Navy abate this steady tide of offending 
COs? Perhaps by asking, “What would David do?” 

That’s King David, he of Old Testament legend and 
famed for toppling the giant Goliath. But the all-powerful 
leader of ancient Israel is also known for a stunning moral 
lapse in which he sent one of his soldiers to certain death in 
order to possess the man’s wife, Bathsheba. 

That might seem an unlikely cautionary tale for the 
military to embrace, but the so-called Bathsheba Syndrome 
has gained currency in the U.S. Navy in the past couple of 
years as it attempts to curtail commander misconduct. 

“The Bathsheba Syndrome: The Ethical Failure of 
Successful Leaders,” published in a business journal in 1993, 
asserts that the ethical failure of powerful leaders is often not 
the result of an individual’s low morals, but the byproduct of 
success. 

“Any time someone is promoted into a leadership 
position, it can engender a sense of privilege, a sense of power 
and ability to ‘cover my tracks,’ ” said Dean Ludwig, a co-
author of the article that coined the term and now a professor 
in the Department of Business and Leadership Studies at 
Lourdes University in Ohio. 

“It’s very common that leaders can fall into that trap, 
believing they can get away with things for that reason,” he 
said. 

Although the article was geared toward private business, 
Navy leadership has come to embrace the concept as at least a 
partial explanation of command misconduct. 

The Bathsheba Syndrome is now integrated in the Navy 
War College’s ethics portion of the Major Command Course, 
a one-week program for officers going into O-6 command 

level, according to Martin L. Cook, an ethics professor at the 
college. The concept is also included in a course for junior 
officers — typically lieutenant commanders — who will likely 
have one more tour before assuming a command in a couple of 
years. 

Vice Adm. James Wisecup, now the Naval Inspector 
General, was president of the War College until April 2011 
and became so enthusiastic about the concept of Bathsheba 
Syndrome that he sent a copy of the article to Adm. Gary 
Roughhead, the chief of naval operations at the time, Cook 
said. 

“Roughhead liked it enough to send it to all of the flight 
officers in the Navy,” Cook said. “I think it’s continued to 
circulate at that level quite a bit.” 

The Navy’s interest in the Bathsheba Syndrome also 
flows from a 2010 Navy Inspector General’s Office review of 
the 80 instances of commanders relieved of command for 
misconduct from January 2005 to September 2010. One-half 
of those were for adultery, inappropriate relationships, 
harassment or sexual assault. 

While the review didn’t discover any systemic reasons for 
misconduct, it did find several “significant contributing 
factors,” among them the Bathsheba Syndrome. In cases of 
personal misconduct, the review concluded, “COs either did 
not possess the insight into their motives and weaknesses to 
prevent them from knowingly engaging in unacceptable 
behavior or they felt that they had the power to conceal their 
misdeeds.” 

The report recommended development of a career-long 
“leadership training continuum,” improved oversight by 
immediate superiors-in-command, and enforcement of 
existing requirements of job performance reviews of 
commanders. 

The Navy did not respond to repeated requests by Stars 
and Stripes for comment on the findings of the IG report. 

Donelson Forsyth, a professor with the Jepson School of 
Leadership Studies at the University of Richmond in Virginia, 
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said that social psychology experiments have repeatedly found 
that even morally virtuous people, put in a position they aren’t 
properly trained to handle, will act immorally. 

One of the paradoxes of leadership, Forsyth said, is that 
power has an upside and a downside. “When people feel 
powerful, they become physically and socially more active — 
they tend to act rather than react,” he said. Power enhances 
“executive functioning,” helping leaders plan, decide and set 
goals more quickly and efficiently. “So they are more likely to 
reach the goals they set for themselves and for their unit,” he 
said. 

Then there’s the dark side. 
“Powerful people feel that they are entitled, that they get 

more of the group’s resources and that the rules the group has 
established for the rank-and-file members do not apply to 
them,” Forsyth said. 

“When individuals gain power, their self-evaluations 
grow more favorable, whereas their evaluations of others grow 
more negative,” he said. “In some studies powerful people 
lose their ability to anticipate other people’s reactions to their 
behavior — their emotional intelligence drops.” 

In addition, Forsyth’s own research has found that 
individuals who feel powerful are more likely to surround 

themselves with “yes-men,” preferring to recruit those who 
agree with them from the outset rather than those who 
challenge them. 

A naval vessel is a “floating community,” Forsyth said, 
“and as a result the social relations among members likely are 
very different — more intense, more dense, more 
psychologically important — from those in other military 
settings. I would assume that this intensification of 
relationships can cause commanders to make mistakes in their 
judgment, as the work relationship becomes mixed with the 
personal relationship.” 

Ludwig said he believes steps can be taken with officers 
rising in the ranks to prevent the Bathsheba Syndrome should 
they reach command level. 

“What it takes, in my mind, is reflective forethought,” he 
said. That means a commander will have thought about 
hypothetical situations and prepared “in terms of moral 
fortitude” to not succumb to negative opportunities. 

“If you get into that role and you’ve never thought about 
these things before, you’re much more susceptible to making a 
mistake.” 
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30. Amphib San Diego CO Fired Amid Investigation 
(NAVY TIMES 13 MAR 12) ... Sam Fellman 

The commanding officer of the yet-to-be commissioned 
amphibious transport dock San Diego was fired Monday amid 
an investigation into “personal misconduct,” a surface Navy 
spokesman said Tuesday. 

Rear Adm. Gerard Hueber, head of Expeditionary Strike 
Group 3, relieved Cmdr. Jon Haydel as commander a day 
before the ship was to leave the Huntington Ingalls Industries 
shipyard in Pascagoula, Miss., for its new homeport of San 
Diego, Calif. Haydel is the fifth CO fired this year and the 
fourth for misbehavior. 

The commissioning ceremony is set for May 19 and 
Haydel’s relief “does not affect the commissioning or the 
arrival in San Diego,” said Naval Surface Forces spokesman 
Cmdr. Jason Salata. 

Salata, citing an ongoing investigation, declined to say 
what the nature of the alleged misconduct was, when it 
occurred and if it involved alcohol. Salata would only say the 
preliminary investigation concluded Monday. 

San Diego scored highly in rigorous demonstrations 
pierside and at sea, Naval Sea Systems Command announced 

in a December press release when the Navy accepted delivery 
of the ship from the shipyard. 

“San Diego has been a model of success for the San 
Antonio class,” Salata said. “It’s a great ship, it’s a great crew. 
It’s met every milestone thus far.” 

Haydel, a native of Houston, Tex., is a 1991 Louisiana 
State University graduate who received his commission 
through Naval Reserve Officers Training Corps and has 
served aboard five ships, according to his official bio. Haydel 
brought significant experience on the San Antonio-class to his 
command tour. He had served for three years as the executive 
officer on the San Antonio, from the days in the shipyard 
before its commissioning to its basic training phase. Haydel 
has received a Meritorious Service Medal and six Navy 
Commendation Medals. 

Haydel has been reassigned to Naval Surface Force 
Pacific headquarters. He could not be reached immediately for 
comment. 

Cmdr. Kevin Myers, a former CO of amphibious transport 
dock Green Bay, has taken interim command of the ship until 
a permanent replacement is named. 
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FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
31. McCain Clamps Down On DoD Money Shifts 
(DEFENSE DAILY 14 MAR 12) ... Emelie Rutherford 

A powerful senator said he will greatly curtail the 
Pentagon's budgeting flexibility by denying many future 
requests from the military to shift money in its coffers to start 
new programs. 

Senate Armed Services Committee (SASC) Ranking 
Member John McCain (R-Ariz.) declared in a March 9 letter 
to Defense Secretary Leon Panetta he will no longer approve 

the Pentagon's reprogramming requests for so-called new-start 
programs that aren't battlefield emergencies. 

Eight lawmakers – the Democratic and Republican heads 
of the SASC, Senate Appropriations Committee, House 
Armed Services Committee, and House Appropriations 
Committee – decide whether to approve or deny the sundry 
reprogramming requests the Pentagon sends them throughout 
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each fiscal year. If one of the panels denies a reprogramming, 
it is rejected. 

Some reprogramming requests boost funding in existing 
Pentagon accounts while making corresponding reductions 
elsewhere in the budget, while other requests – those McCain 
disapproves of – seek to create whole new programs without 
congressional oversight. 

"The reprogramming process that allows only eight 
members of Congress to approve funding for new, 
unauthorized programs violates the traditional authorization 
and appropriation process," McCain wrote to Panetta. "I will 
not support any further reprogramming request for new, 
unauthorized programs except for emergency requirements." 

McCain lamented that in the two months since the fiscal 
year 2012 defense authorization bill became law, the Pentagon 
had sent lawmakers seven requests to transfer more than $850 
million among its accounts. 

Those requests seek to shift $144 million for unauthorized 
new-start programs. McCain further noted the FY '11 
Pentagon reprogrammings totaled as much as $15 billion. 

He told Panetta he will not approve future reprogramming 
requests of any variety until the Pentagon provides "a detailed 
accounting of each amount" reprogrammed in FY '10 and FY 
'11, including a list of all unauthorized new-start programs 
funded. 

The eight lawmakers who decided whether to approve 
reprogramming requests often deny proposals for new-start 
programs. McCain is not alone in grumbling about the 
seemingly increased amount of reprogramming requests 
coming from the Pentagon. House Appropriations Defense 
subcommittee Chairman C.W. "Bill" Young (R-Fla.) sent the 
Pentagon a letter in February criticizing the practice. 
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32. ‘Significant Holes’ In FY2013 Budget: HASC Chairman 
(DEFENSE NEWS 13 MAR 12) ... Rick Maze 

The powerful chairman of the U.S. House Armed 
Services Committee doesn’t support more increases in Tricare 
health insurance fees and is worried about how budget limits 
could force faster and more painful personnel cuts. 

Rep. Buck McKeon, R-Calif., also complains that there 
are billions in shortfalls in the Obama administration’s 
proposed $649.1 billion defense budget for fiscal 2013. 

In a March 9 letter to the House Budget Committee, 
McKeon doesn’t say how much he believes should be 
allocated to defense, but he identifies shortages in Navy 
shipbuilding, Air Force and Navy strike fighters, air-to-air 
missiles, and the overall number of Air Force aircraft as 
troubling issues, as well as the industrial bases to build Army 
tactical wheeled vehicles and to arm brigade combat teams. 

He also expresses concern about operations and 
maintenance accounts, especially in equipment maintenance, 
and warns of risks from reduced funding for missile defense 
and for the modernization of nuclear weapons. 

“There are significant holes,” McKeon said of the 2013 
defense plan. 

McKeon raises two separate concerns about proposed 
reductions to the size of the active-duty military. 

First, he is concerned the Army and Marine Corps could 
be forced to make precipitous cuts in their active forces if 
troop withdrawals are accelerated from Afghanistan. This 
could happen, he said, because war-related contingency funds 
are being used to pay for 49,700 active-duty soldiers and 
15,200 active-duty Marines. 

If combat operations wrap up and funding is cut, the two 
services would be forced “to accelerate manpower reductions 
or fund the personnel from other accounts, which will most 
certainly break faith with the all-volunteer force,” he said. 

The Army, working on a plan to drop from 552,100 
soldiers this year to 490,000 in fiscal 2017, wants to limit 
reductions to 10,000 to 17,000 a year, but would be forced to 
make a steeper decline without contingency funds. The Marine 
Corps, dropping from 202,100 Marines in 2013 to 182,100 in 
2017, wants to limit reductions to no more than 5,000 a year. 

The second personnel issue raised by McKeon is the need 
to increase mandatory spending caps within the defense 
budget so that the services may use early retired pay and 
voluntary separation pay to help shape the force as it gets 
smaller. Within an increase in the spending caps, the services 
would have to use less expensive involuntary separations to 
make reductions, McKeon said. 

Spending $4 billion more over 10 years would help the 
Navy delay the retirement of some ships, and spending $1.5 
billion more on Army procurement would maintain the 
industrial base for M1 Abrams tanks and M2 Bradley fighting 
vehicles, he said in a 12-page letter to the House Budget 
Committee, a panel that will soon recommend spending limits 
for various federal programs. 

In contrast to McKeon’s letter, the Democrat chairman 
and the ranking Republican member of the Senate Armed 
Services Committee essentially endorsed the Obama 
administration’s proposed budget in their joint March 8 letter 
to Senate Budget Committee. 

“At this time, we believe that the funding levels we are 
recommending allow us to meet our current national security 
requirements,” said the letter signed by Sens. Carl Levin, D-
Mich., the chairman, and John McCain of Arizona, the ranking 
Republican. 
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33. Lockheed Martin Awaits U.K. F-35 Decision 
(AVIATION WEEK 13 MAR 12) ... Robert Wall 

LONDON — A possible U.K. decision to revert back to 
buying the F-35B rather than the C-model should not disrupt 
production flows, according to prime contractor Lockheed 
Martin. 

The capacity is available to build additional F-35Bs 
should London pursue that route, says Stephen O’Bryan, vice 
president for F-35 program integration. One reason is because 
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the U.S. near-term requirement for the B model has been 
reduced. 

The U.K., facing higher-than-anticipated costs to convert 
its aircraft carriers for the catapult-launch and arrester-gear 
operations needed for the F-35C, is considering reversing its 
2010 Strategic Defense & Security Review decision to buy 
that model and return instead to fielding F-35Bs. Although the 
unit cost of the short-takeoff-and-vertical-landing aircraft is 
around $10 million higher -— and support costs are too — the 
life-cycle costs across the carrier strike program, including 
personnel costs, are seen as lower. 

The F-35 issue is expected to be raised during Prime 
Minister David Cameron’s visit to Washington this week. 

The U.K., which expects to receive its first test aircraft in 
June, this year also needs to allocate long-lead funding for its 
procurement of initial operational aircraft as part of the 
seventh lot of production. The U.K. deliberations are 
unfolding as part of the country’s PR12 budget review is due 
to wrap up in the coming weeks. 

Meanwhile, O’Bryan notes that efforts continue to 
address JSF test and development issues. A revised tailhook 

for the F-35C model is due to undergo trials at NAS Patuxent 
River, Md., during the summer. Boat trials may slip into early 
2014 as a result of the design changes, which include a shape 
redesign to better capture the arrester wire and a fix to the 
hold-down damper to add pressure. 

O’Bryan notes that progress also is being made on fixing 
helmet problems, although work on an alternative helmet 
display will continue until there is certainty the existing issues 
are worked out. 

Vibration problems that led to jitter are being addressed 
through the introduction of inertial measurement units to 
cancel out the vibration, while a new infrared camera as part 
of the distributed aperture system ahead of the cockpit is being 
eyed to aid landing of the F-35B aboard ships in lights-out 
conditions. 

Also due this year are the first weapon drops from the F-
35A and B and toward year’s end, completion of the first 
fatigue life of an F-35A. The work on the latter, a key 
contractual milestone this year, is on track, O’Bryan says. 
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34. F-35 Purchase Not Guaranteed, Associate Defence Minister Says 
Fantino's comments soften unwavering Tory support for fighter jets 
(OTTAWA CITIZEN 14 MAR 12) ... Lee Berthiaume 

Two years of unwavering Conservative support for the F-
35 took a major hit Tuesday as Associate Defence Minister 
Julian Fantino said the government has not ruled out walking 
away from the troubled stealth fighter program. 

Fantino also revealed a team of defence department 
officials have been considering "all kinds of contingencies" 
should the F-35 not be ready to replace Canada's aging fleet of 
CF-18s and acknowledged the government does not know 
how much each F-35 will cost. 

The revelations led opposition parties to question why the 
sudden about-face after the Conservatives fought an election, 
in part, on purchasing the F-35 and sought to paint critics of 
the program as unpatriotic. 

Fantino was appearing before the House of Commons' 
defence committee with Defence Minister Peter MacKay and 
several high-level defence department officials less than two 
weeks after a major, closed-door meeting of F-35 partner 
nations in Washington. 

The Conservative government initially announced in July 
2010 that Canada would buy 65 F-35s for $9 billion to replace 
the country's CF-18 fighters. The decision was made without 
an open bidding process and would be this country's largest-
ever military purchase. 

Since then, however, the stealth fighter program has faced 
numerous cost overruns and delays, leading a number of 
international partners, including Australia, Britain, Italy and 
even the U.S., to reconsider their involvement. 

Responding to NDP questions on Tuesday, Fantino told 
the committee Canada is still very much involved in efforts to 
develop the stealth fighter and wants to see the program come 
to fruition. 

"There are many reasons we feel (the F-35) program will 
afford not only us but the partner nations the greatest 

advantage in terms of air supremacy and those kind of issues," 
he said. 

"There is only one stealth aircraft available for Canada," 
MacKay added. 

However, Fantino also acknowledged for the first time 
that the government is concerned with "the stability" of the F-
35 development program, before noting Canada has not yet 
signed an actual contract to purchase the fighters — and there 
is no guarantee it will. 

"The determinate decision has not yet been made as to 
whether or not we are going to actually purchase, buy, acquire 
the F-35," Fantino said, later adding: "We have not yet 
discounted the possibility of backing out of the program." 

The minister said the government had set aside $9 billion 
to replace Canada's CF-18s, and that figure will not be 
exceeded. For that reason, a team of senior defence 
department officials has been assembled to look at alternatives 
should the F-35 be too expensive. 

Fantino's comments stand in sharp contrast to the 
Conservative government's hard-line on the F-35 over the past 
20 months, including during the federal election campaign last 
spring. 

The government has also dismissed opposition questions 
about the program as a sign those parties aren't supportive of 
the Canadian Forces. 

NDP defence critic David Christopherson told reporters 
after Tuesday's committee meeting that Fantino's comments 
showed the government has been "all bluster and the reason 
they suggest it's maybe unpatriotic is because they don't have 
solid answers to give." 

"They're in serious trouble here," he said of the 
government. "This program is not working, it's not flying. 
Literally, it's not flying." 
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35. Cherry Point-Bound F-35Bs To Be Fewer, Arrive Later 
(NEW BERN (NC) SUN JOURNAL 13 MAR 12) ... Sue Book 

Cherry Point air station can expect 94 F-35B’s by 2030, 
but they won’t begin arriving until 2023, according to the most 
recent plan. 

The latest numbers divide the first four of those Joint 
Strike Fighters into squadrons of 16 aircraft each, said James 
Norment of Ward and Smith in New Bern. They will be 
followed by two squadrons of 10 F-35B Lightning II’s, then a 
reserve 10-JSF squadron. 

So with the new numbers, he said, there is only one fewer 
squadron and only four fewer aircraft than the number 
included in the final Environmental Impact Statement 
completed in December 2010. 

Norment was in Washington last Thursday, meeting with 
Marine Corps officials, area congressional representatives and 
lobbyists Cassidy and Associates, hired by Craven County to 
protect the area’s interests. 

He met with the Marine Corps JSF program manager who 
advised of a two-year delay from 2021 to 2023 for Cherry 
Point’s first squadron arrival because of production problems 
with the aircraft. 

“The Air Force version is having trouble landing in the 
rain, and the Navy version has trouble landing on a carrier,” 
Norment said he was told. 

“But it has been determined that Cherry Point is the best 
place for the Marine variant,” he said. 

And because the F-35B squadrons will be set up in groups 
10 planes for one theatre and six for another theatre, they have 
to duplicate people with two pilot experts on electronic 
warfare. That will mean 10 percent more people assigned to 
Cherry Point. 

Havelock City Manager Jim Freeman said the city also 
got an update from its Washington lobbying firm, The Marloe 
Company, with which the city recently renewed a $42,000 
contract “to make sure we’re all working together.” 

Norment said he invited a new Marloe team member to 
the meetings last week. 

Joint Strike Fighter delivery times and numbers for the air 
station continue to vary with developmental delays and the 
money to buy them. 

With the changes come variations in how the F-35’s will 
be maintained, potentially affecting work at Fleet Readiness 
Center East. 

Freeman’s update shows that that lift system repair work 
currently assigned to FRC-East is deferred until 2018 as a 
direct result of delayed Defense Department purchase timing 
for the F-35. 

“Now we just have to make sure we get them built,” 
Norment said. “We plan a series of town hall meetings 
through the congressional offices to meet with the 
communities around the bases to explore how the 
sequestration process will affect them.” 

Sequestration is a $1 trillion across-the-board cut of 
federal funding equally divided among all departments if 
Congress cannot come up with specific budget cuts to bring 
help the national debt in line. National defense would take a 
quick hit of $500 billion under that plan. 

The town hall meetings will be hosted by the 
congressional offices and announced as soon as scheduled. 
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BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
36. ONR Director To Discuss Basic Research, STEM Education On NPR's 'Science Friday' 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 13 MAR 12) ... Office of Naval Research Corporate Strategic Communications 

ARLINGTON, Va. -- The scientist in charge of the Office 
of Naval Research's (ONR) basic research portfolio will 
participate in a panel discussion on National Public Radio's 
(NPR) "Talk of the Nation: Science Friday" show 
broadcasting live March 16 from National Geographic 
Society's headquarters in Washington. 

Dr. Michael Kassner, ONR's director of research, will 
discuss the Department of the Navy's (DoN) efforts to support 
and increase the quality of basic research-and to grow the 
cadre of naval scientists and engineers-on a panel hosted by 
NPR's Ira Flatow. As the lead for the Naval Science, 
Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM) 
Coordination Office, Kassner will also talk about the DoN's 
leading role in promoting STEM education. 

ONR coordinates STEM initiatives across the Navy, 
which is increasing its investment in STEM outreach to 
cultivate a new generation of technology-savvy workers to 
replenish the naval science and engineering corps. 

On "Talk of the Nation," Kassner will be featured during 
a science and policy segment, titled "Scientist Shortage: Myth 
or Reality?" He and a panel of experts will examine the 
ongoing debate over whether the nation is producing too few 
scientists and engineers to sustain its historical technological 
edge and to satisfy employer demands. 

The discussion will air live on NPR from 2 p.m. to 3 p.m. 
EDT with audience interaction. 

Panelists include Dr. Charles Vest, president of the 
National Academy of Engineering; Dr. Lindsay Lowell, 
director of policy studies at Georgetown University's Institute 
for the Study of International Migration; and Antoinette Pena, 
an 8th grade science teacher at Stuart-Hobson Middle School 
in Washington, D.C. 

For more information, visit 
http://events.nationalgeographic.com/events/special-
events/2012/03/16/science-friday/. 
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37. PCU North Dakota CO Visits Midshipmen 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 13 MAR 12) ... Lt. Cmdr. Jennifer Cragg, Commander, Submarine Group 2 Public Affairs 

PHILADELPHIA -- The commanding officer of Pre-
Commissioning Unit (PCU) North Dakota (SSN 784) and the 
chief of the boat (COB) visited Naval Reserve Officer 
Training Corps (NROTC) units at the University of 
Pennsylvania and Villanova University to educate 
Midshipmen about the Submarine Force, March 13-14 in 
Philadelphia. 

"Visiting the Midshipmen attending Villanova and the 
University of Pennsylvania is a great opportunity to provide 
them myriad information about submarine lifestyle, missions 
and what to expect when serving aboard," said Cmdr. Doug 
Gordon, PCU North Dakota's commanding officer. 

Accompanying Gordon on the two-day visit to Naval 
Reserve Officers Training Corps units is Chief Electronics 
Technician (SS/DV) Timothy A. Preabt, North Dakota's COB. 

Lt. Tom Williams, submarine warfare officer currently 
attached to the University of Pennsylvania NROTC unit 
discussed the advantages of bringing in senior leadership from 
a Virginia-class submarine currently under construction. 

"We are so appreciative that Cmdr. Gordon and Chief of 
the Boat Preabt can support our training and recruiting mission 
for the Submarine Force," said Williams. "We are always 
trying to promote submarine careers, and a Fleet perspective 
really helps us do that." 

Gordon and Preabt will meet with the Midshipmen who 
are interested in serving in the Submarine Force. 

"The visiting senior boat leadership will place an 
emphasis on operations while providing their unique set of 
personal experiences over the course of their respective 
careers," said Williams. 

PCU North Dakota, the second ship named in honor of 
North Dakota, is being constructed at General Dynamics 
Electric Boat in Groton, Conn. and Huntington Ingalls 
Industries' Newport News Shipbuilding division in Newport 
News, Va., and will be the 11th Virginia-Class submarine 
when it is completed in 2014. 

The other ship to bear the name North Dakota was the 
Delaware-class USS North Dakota (BB 29), which was in 
service from 1910 to 1923. The contract to build PCU North 
Dakota was awarded to Electric Boat division of General 
Dynamics Dec. 22, 2008 as part of a teaming arrangement 
with Newport News Shipbuilding. 

Virginia-class submarines are designed to dominate the 
world's littoral and deep waters while conducting anti-
submarine; anti-surface ship; strike; irregular; and mine 
warfare missions; as well as support special operation forces; 
and covert intelligence, surveillance, and reconnaissance. 
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38. Visiting Admiral Pushes For Science-Focused 'Aviation High School' 
(KITSAP (WA) SUN 13 MAR 12) ... Rachel Pritchett 

BREMERTON — The retired admiral came to Kitsap 
with a message to start an "aviation high school." 

Underlying that was a much bigger and more urgent plea 
to reform the way children are taught to turn them on early to 
science, technology, engineering and math, known in 
education circles as STEM. 

Retired Vice Adm. Gerald Howeing, president of the 
National Flight Academy of Pensacola, Fla., met with local 
leaders in education and economic development last couple of 
days on someday starting a high school in Kitsap County that 
would make STEM courses fun. The academy, with that aim, 
has helped in setting up six such high schools across the 
nation. 

The nearest is affiliated with Highline Public Schools, 
with a new permanent home now in the making at the 
Museum of Flight in Seattle. Three Kitsap students attend that 
school. 

"Catching kids early" is the idea, he said. 
Such a school could be inside a local high school, at a 

Navy base, at a community facility or a museum, he said. It 
wouldn't have to be an aviation school. It could be an aircraft-
carrier school, or a submarine school, open to children from 
throughout the county. It could be a middle school. 

In whatever setting, students would take what they learn 
in traditional STEM classes taught with textbooks into lifelike 
situations they would experience in a lab. 

One such school in Florida, for example, uses Disney 
magic and top-of-the line gaming technology. Inside, looks 
just like an aircraft carrier, with students bunking just like 

Sailors and taking their stations for their work. They might be 
on a mission to save boaters stranded in a hurricane. 

"It's all there; it looks like you're in that environment. And 
they love it." 

"We know that these immersion systems work," Howeing 
said. 

Along with that comes training for the teachers, often 
themselves intimidated by technology. The Academy and its 
partners offers them training in Florida. 

Total setup cost for an aviation high school: $175,000. 
At one of Hoewing's presentations Tuesday at Bremerton 

National Airport, state Sen. Christine Rolfes, D-Bainbridge 
Island, said there's about $6 million in the yet-to-be-passed 
state budget for aerospace grants to school districts. If not 
from that budget, perhaps the one after. 

"We need something in the West Sound, and we need 
something in Eastern Washington," she said. 

The idea has popped up here and there in local schools 
and at the Bangor submarine base, where federally funded 
STARBASE — Atlantis has been teaching mostly fifth 
graders for a decade. Some 905 students visited last school 
year. 

Hoewing and those accompanying him to Kitsap 
reminded listeners the nation is 25th in the world in successful 
teaching of STEM skills. Echoing Gov. Chris Gregoire's 
recent proposal to boost aerospace education, he said severe 
workforce shortages in STEM-related jobs are forecast. 

Just in aviation, "we will be facing a pilot shortfall in the 
future, because we just don't have young people interested in 
those jobs anymore." 
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He left the ball in local leaders' court. Discuss it and get 
back to him, he said. The academy will help. 

Kitsap is among 10 areas nationwide the academy is 
targeting, because of its proximity to the aerospace industry 
and for its Navy bases. 

Port of Bremerton CEO Tim Thomson said the admiral's 
push dovetails with one of the things the new Kitsap 
Aerospace and Defense Alliance is behind — retooling 
education today to fill tomorrow's jobs. 

One audience member Tuesday suggested putting a 
school at the Naval Undersea Museum at Keyport. 
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39. SPAWAR Employees Donate 12,000 Personal Care Items To Homeless Veterans Organization 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 13 MAR 12) ... Tina C. Stillions, Space and Naval Warfare Systems Command Headquarters Public Affairs 

SAN DIEGO -- Employees of the Space and Naval 
Warfare Systems Command (SPAWAR) donated more than 
12,000 personal care items March 12 to Veterans Village of 
San Diego, a community organization recognized as a national 
leader in serving homeless military veterans. 

The SPAWAR chief's mess led the command-wide 
homeless veterans' toiletry drive with support from SPAWAR 
personnel throughout the San Diego region. Several trucks 
delivered donations to the facility located next door to the 
SPAWAR Headquarters campus. 

"I don't think many of us see what is really happening to 
some of our veterans," said Clarise Brady, the wife of 
SPAWAR Commander Rear Adm. Patrick Brady, present 
during the day's activities. "It's my job as a Navy spouse to 
help support the Navy family. This organization - the people 
here at Veterans Village - are part of our Navy family." 

During the month of February, drop off sites were set up 
at various locations throughout the region to collect personal 
care items, such as shampoo, conditioner, body wash, 

toothbrushes and disposable razors from active duty and 
civilian employees of SPAWAR. 

"What we saw today was a definite realization of what 
SPAWAR's generosity can do for the residents of this facility 
and to this community," said Command Master Chief Octavia 
Harris. "It was certainly appreciated." 

An estimated 30-40 percent of San Diego County's 
homeless population is veterans. With five locations 
throughout San Diego County, Veterans Village of San Diego 
is the only program of its kind in the United States. The 
organization provides a full range of services for homeless 
veterans, including those with substance abuse and mental 
health issues. 

"Veterans Village of San Diego is a community resource. 
We cannot complete our mission without the support of 
organizations like SPAWAR," said Phil Landis, CEO of 
Veterans Village San Diego. "We are genuinely pleased to see 
those of you who came here today in uniform. When we have 
active duty personnel participate in what we do, our people 
notice it. It makes a difference." 
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40. Traffic May Increase Near Area Bases 
(WAVY NBC NORFOLK 13 MAR 12) 

NORFOLK, Va. -- All Hampton Roads naval bases will 
participate in a nationwide security exercise from March 19-
24. 

Exercise Solid Curtain/Citadel Shield 2012 will be in 
progress the entire week in all Navy installations throughout 
the continental United States, Hawaii and Guam, according to 
a Navy spokesperson. This exercise is the largest anti-
terrorism and force protection exercise conducted nationwide. 

Navy officials advise that this exercise may cause 
increased traffic around and delays entering bases in addition 
to an increased security presence. 

The Navy reminds citizens that Solid Curtain/Citadel 
Shield 2012 is not in response to any threats, but it is a 
regularly scheduled exercise. 
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41. Senators Hold Hearing On Lejeune Water Report 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 13 MAR 12) ... Martha Waggoner 

RALEIGH, N.C. — The retired Marine who believes 
contaminated water at Camp Lejeune caused his young 
daughter to die of leukemia told a U.S. Senate committee 
Tuesday that both science and victims will suffer if the 
military wins its fight to delete information from reports about 
the water. 

The federal agency investigating the contamination 
“estimates that as many as 1 million people were exposed to 
horrendous levels of carcinogenic chemicals through their 
drinking water at Camp Lejeune,” retired Marine Master Sgt. 
Jerry Ensminger of Elizabethtown told the U.S. Senate 
Judiciary Committee. “These people need the uncensored truth 
concerning their exposures so they can be more vigilant about 
their and their family’s health.” 

Ensminger’s daughter, Janey, died in 1985 of a rare form 
of leukemia. She was the only one of his four children 
conceived and born at Camp Lejeune. He learned of the water 
contamination 12 years after she died. 

His testimony was part of a hearing about the larger issue 
of the public’s right to know and the protection of information 
about critical infrastructure. The committee’s chair, Sen. 
Patrick Leahy, D-Vt., chose to discuss the subject during 
National Sunshine Week, which is dedicated to marking the 
importance of freedom of information laws. 

Leahy said he would be sure that Ensminger’s testimony 
didn’t end at the committee. “We Vermonters are known 
sometimes as being pretty tenacious, and I will be,” he said. 

Wells at Camp Lejeune were contaminated by fuel leaks 
and other sources of pollution, in some cases for decades, 
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before tests alerted officials to the problem. Health officials 
believe as many as 1 million people may have been exposed to 
tainted water before the wells were closed more than 20 years 
ago. 

Ensminger opposes the Corps’ request that information 
about the location of water systems be left out of a new report 
on the contamination from the Agency for Toxic Substances 
and Disease Registry. The agency agreed to drop the 
information, and the decision was backed by Centers for 
Disease Control, which oversees the agency. 

The deletion of information “is all being done without any 
consideration of the public’s need, interest or right to know,” 
Ensminger said. “For many of the exposed Camp Lejeune 
population, this information could literally mean life or 
death.” 

CDC spokeswoman Vivi Abrams said in an email 
Tuesday that the ATSDR redacted the information because of 
security concerns from the Department of the Navy. Those 
security cases “in this case do not affect ATSDR’s ability to 

come to meaningful scientific conclusions about health or to 
publish its conclusions,” Abrams said. 

Ensminger disagreed. The report’s author also said in a 
letter that the deleted information should be restored since the 
redactions compromise the integrity of the report. 

“Without any public interest balancing test having been 
executed, key information was redacted from a critical report, 
which experts are now saying will greatly diminish its value 
and credibility,” Ensminger told the Senate committee. 

The executive director of the National Freedom of 
Information Coalition in Columbia, Mo., told the committee 
that Camp Lejeune story is a lesson about why access to 
public information is important. 

“The moral of this powerful story and so many others is 
that an informed citizenry with access to information that can 
hold its government accountable is the greatest incentive for 
our governments to do the right things,” Kenneth Bunting 
said. 
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42. Japan, U.S. Discuss Transfer Of Okinawa Marines To Guam 
(KYODO NEWS 14 MAR 12) 

TOKYO -- Foreign and defense officials of Japan and the 
United States concluded their two-day talks Tuesday on the 
realignment of U.S. forces in Japan. 

During the working-level meeting in Washington, the 
Japanese delegation is believed to have called for a smaller 
financial burden of the planned transfer of Marines to Guam 
from Okinawa Prefecture, in line with the scale-down of the 
relocation. 

Under the 2006 accord, Japan has to pay $6.09 billion of 
the total cost of the $10.27 billion estimated at that time to 
transfer about 8,000 Marines and 9,000 of their dependents to 
Guam. 

But instead of 8,000, the United States is now considering 
moving 4,700 Marines to Guam from Okinawa. 

Both sides exchanged views on the U.S. plan to diversify 
deployment of Marines in the Asia-Pacific region. 

It is the third time for the two countries to hold such 
working-level talks following their announcement last month 
that they would review the 2006 road map on the realignment 
of U.S. forces in Japan. 

Japan and the United States are expected to hold another 
meeting on the matter later this month. 
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43. Guamanians' Worries Linger Despite Scaled Down U.S. Military Buildup 
(KYODO NEWS 13 MAR 12) 

HAGATNA, Guam -- Despite planned revisions to the 
impending U.S. military buildup on this Pacific island 
territory, foremost of which is the expected reduction in the 
number of U.S. Marine soldiers to be transferred from Japan, 
Guamanians remain concerned with the repercussions. 

Under a 2006 road map on the realignment of U.S. forces 
in Japan, the headquarters of the 3rd Marine Expeditionary 
Force was to be moved to Guam. 

Under the plan, making tangible progress on relocating 
the Marine Corps' Futenma Air Station to another location in 
Okinawa Prefecture was a precondition for transferring around 
8,000 of the 18,000 Marines and 9,000 dependents from 
Okinawa to the U.S. territory. 

However, Washington recently confirmed that about 
4,700 of the 8,000 Okinawa Marines will be located to Guam. 

"I do believe that whether it's 8,000 Marines or 5,000 
Marines, there are still impacts to our infrastructure. And 
whether they are permanently deployed or rotational, they're 
all going to use our roads, turn on our water faucets, flush the 
toilets, and there will be an impact," Guam Gov. Eddie Calvo 
said in an interview. 

Social activist Leevin Camacho estimates that the 
majority of the people on Guam are unhappy with at least one 
element of the buildup. 

"I'm not optimistic that they're going to try to take care of 
the civilians," Camacho, a lawyer and member of the "We Are 
Guahan" network opposed to the military base buildup in 
Guam, told Kyodo News. 

Camacho cites the rising costs of rental housing and 
utilities, the potential impact on cultural and archaeological 
sites, and the people's general safety as among his concerns. 
The island is already home to around 10,000 troops stationed 
at the Andersen Air Force Base and a U.S. naval base. 

And with a projected population boom, the native 
Chamorros, who represent close to 40 percent of the nearly 
180,000 people on the island, fear getting pushed further into 
the minority, said Michael Lujan Bevacqua, a professor at the 
University of Guam. 

"People on Guam are still supportive of the U.S. military, 
of the U.S. government. But they aren't sure about this 
buildup. They don't like the way it was planned because when 
this was announced, Guam wasn't included in the 
negotiations," he said. 
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"It always has this feeling of being disrespected or treated 
as a second-class," Bevacqua said. 

Camacho cited a legal fight over the ancient village of 
Pagat as representative of the struggle. 

When the Defense Department initially picked a site near 
Pagat for its planned firing range complex, Camacho led the 
filing of a lawsuit against it, citing the need to preserve what 
the Chamorros say is a valuable link to their ancestors. 

The case was dismissed in December last year after the 
Defense Department decided to conduct another study at a 
potential site within its property in the southern part of the 
island, known as the Naval Magazine. 

While the alternative site also bears cultural and 
archaeological value, Guam officials welcome the 
development because it is already within the department's 
footprint. 

"As far as the government of Guam is concerned, if they 
can fit in at Naval Magazine, and both (the Naval Magazine 
and Pagat sites) are equally weighed, we prefer Naval 
Magazine. We'd prefer to stay away from the Pagat area 
because of the cultural sensitivities involved," said Arthur 
Clark, Calvo's chief policy adviser. 

"I think they still want to take Pagat. That's just my gut. 
For one, it's new land for them to take," Camacho said, noting 
how the U.S. government managed in the past to own and 
control close to 30 percent of the island's area. 

In the middle of the month, a three-day public scoping 
meeting will be held as part of the U.S. Navy's supplemental 
study on the Naval Magazine area, said Mark Calvo, military 
buildup director from the governor's office. The study is 
expected to be completed in 18 months. 

"I detect from the Defense officials and the Joint Guam 
Program Office that they're more sensitive this time, and 
they're willing to work with the public and answer all 
questions to get the best input in order to come up with the 
best decision," said Guam Sen. Judith Guthertz, chair of the 
legislature's committee on the buildup. 

Meanwhile, some people believe the island is still at risk 
of being targeted by potential enemies of the United States 
merely because of the buildup, said Bevacqua. 

"For some people, maybe they want to support the United 
States. But what if our support puts us in danger far more than 
anybody else? North Korean missiles cannot reach California 
or Hawaii. But they can reach Guam," he said. 

While acknowledging the economic benefits of the 
buildup, Bevacqua, however, finds more disadvantages. 

Camacho says even the perceived economic benefits of 
the buildup may not pay for its costs. 

But Calvo vows that while he supports the "strategic 
interest of America and its allies" and "providing stability in 
the Asia-Pacific region" through the buildup, he will ensure it 
brings a benefit to Guam and its people. 
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NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
44. DoD Restarts Plans For Transition Aid Website 
(NAVY TIMES 19 MAR 12) ... Karen Jowers 

Defense officials have restored funding to launch a 
website designed to help those leaving the military, after an 
official stopped work on the site last fall. 

That doesn’t mean the website, dubbed Virtual TAP, will 
launch anytime soon, sources said. Although Virtual TAP was 
six weeks away from its launch when the plug was pulled last 
fall, it will have to undergo a new contracting process, which 
will take months. 

Officials declined to comment on when the website will 
be launched. About 250,000 service members leave the 
military each year, a number expected to increase with the 
drawdown over the next few years. 

“With the president’s direction to restructure the 
Transition Assistance Program last year, many of the 
supporting elements are being reviewed and refined to ensure 
the entire transition model delivers the very best to our service 
members,” said John Campbell, deputy assistant secretary of 
defense for wounded warrior care and transition policy. 
“Many changes will be announced when approved later this 
year.” Campbell confirmed that the responsibility for TAP has 
been moved from his office to the office of civilian personnel 
policy, which is in the process of determining budgets, 
timelines and programs that will make up the new TAP. 

Campbell declined to provide details on what Virtual TAP 
will do for service members and their families. Several 
sources who are familiar with the website said it will offer 

more concrete assistance than the current TurboTAP, a static 
website that provides links to other sites and information. 

Among other things, the site will: 

 Make it easier for troops to put together their résumés 
by linking them directly to the Defense Manpower 
Data Center to automatically populate their résumés 
with information from their Verification of Military 
Education and Training document. 

 Automatically translate military occupational skills 
into language that civilian employers can relate to, 
with a platform that allows service members to move 
that information to their résumé. 

 Allow searches for accredited schools that offer 
courses in their desired career plan, and searches for 
scholarships and grants for both service members and 
spouses. 

 Offer a job bank. Officials had been in the process of 
getting written agreements with civilian employers 
and the Office of Per-sonnel Management to ensure 
that information provided to the job bank is refreshed 
at least every 48 hours. This job bank will also allow 
applicants to apply for a job directly without 
registering with a third party, which is now the case 
with many jobs on the National Resource Directory’s 
Veterans Job Bank. 

Return to Index 
 



 32

45. Long-Planned Visit Lands Panetta In Tense Afghanistan 
(NEW YORK TIMES 14 MAR 12) ... Elisabeth Bumiller 

CAMP LEATHERNECK, Afghanistan — Defense 
Secretary Leon E. Panetta landed here Wednesday morning on 
an unannounced and tense trip, the first by a senior member of 
the Obama administration since an American soldier 
reportedly killed 16 Afghan civilians, mostly children and 
women. 

The two-day visit, which was planned months ago, has 
taken on a new urgency since an American staff sergeant 
slipped out of military base in the southern province of 
Kandahar on Sunday and, according to villagers and senior 
defense officials, went door to door in a nearby village, 
shooting civilians. 

Mr. Panetta, like President Obama, has denounced the 
killings and vowed to bring the killer to justice, a message he 
is to deliver in person to President Hamid Karzai of 
Afghanistan, top Afghan defense and interior officials, and 
provincial leaders. The killings have further upended rocky 
Afghan-American relations after more than 10 years of war. 

Mr. Panetta is not scheduled to go to Panjwai, the district 
in Kandahar where the killings occurred, and where on 
Tuesday militants on motorcycles attacked a high-level 
Afghan government delegation with machine guns and assault 
rifles during a memorial service for the 16 victims. That 
assault, on a Panjwai mosque, left at least one Afghan soldier 

dead and ended the relative calm in the country since the 
massacre. 

Mr. Panetta is scheduled to speak to American forces in 
the neighboring province of Helmand, where Marines have 
pushed back the Taliban from major areas but where fighting 
continues in the northern reaches. He is also to speak to troops 
from the country of Georgia who are deployed to Helmand 
Province. 

Mr. Panetta has insisted that the rampage will not 
accelerate the administration’s exit strategy from Afghanistan 
and has said the military is on track to withdraw 23,000 troops 
from the country by the end of the summer. That would bring 
the total number of American troops in Afghanistan to 68,000. 

The rest are to be out by 2014, although some could be 
left behind if the Afghans and Americas negotiate a deal. 

Mr. Panetta told reporters on his plane on Monday that 
the killings in Panjwai were a horrific part of the decade-old 
conflict in Afghanistan. 

“War is hell,” he said. “These kinds of events and 
incidents are going to take place, they’ve taken place in any 
war, they’re terrible events, and this is not the first of those 
events and it probably will not be the last.” He added: “But we 
cannot allow these events to undermine our strategy.” 

Return to Index 
 

46. U.S. Vets, Japanese Mark Anniversary Of Iwo Jima 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 14 MAR 12) ... Eric Talmadge 

TOKYO — A brass band played under a blazing sun as 
American veterans and Japanese dignitaries gathered 
Wednesday on the remote island of Iwo Jima to mark the 67th 
anniversary of one of World War II's bloodiest and most 
symbolic battles. 

The guests from both nations stood to salute their flags 
near the foot of Mount Suribachi, where five U.S. Marines and 
a Navy corpsman raised the U.S. flag in 1945. An Associated 
Press photo of them would become the most iconic image of 
the Pacific war. 

"Our prayer today is that the souls who died here are 
resting in peace," said retired Lt. Gen. Larry Snowden, 91, 
who was a company commander on Iwo Jima. Snowden is the 
senior surviving officer of the battle. His address at the 
ceremony was broadcast live to media via a military link-up. 

Fighting began on Feb. 19, 1945 and Iwo Jima was 
declared secure on March 26. Virtually all the Japanese 
soldiers defending the strategically located crag were killed in 

the battle, which claimed 6,821 American and 21,570 
Japanese lives. 

The island, 700 miles (1,100 kilometers) south of Tokyo, 
is now uninhabited except for a small Japanese military 
outpost. It is known in Japan as Ioto. 

The annual memorial, called the Reunion of Honor, was 
canceled last year because of Japan's devastating March 11 
earthquake and tsunami. American veterans have returned to 
the island each year since 1985. 

Dozens of remains are recovered every year, but about 
12,000 Japanese, along with 218 Americans, are still classified 
as missing in action and presumed killed on the island. In 
2010, two mass graves that may hold the remains of more than 
2,000 Japanese soldiers were discovered by search teams. 

Iwo Jima was seen as key to the United States because it 
had an early warning radar station and three airfields used by 
Japanese fighter planes that posed a threat to U.S. bombing 
raids on Tokyo and Japan's main islands. 

The U.S. wanted the airfields for its fighter escort planes. 
Return to Index 
 

47. Huge Sporting Event Could Come To USS Yorktown 
(WCIV ABC CHARLESTON 13 MAR 12) ... Valencia Wicker 

MOUNT PLEASANT, S.C. -- For the first time, military 
pride and college basketball could come together onboard the 
USS Yorktown at Patriots Point for the second annual Carrier 
Classic. 

"If it did work out, we're talking about something equal to 
or better than what they had in San Diego last year on the USS 
Carl Vinson. It would be one of the best and largest, most 
impactful sporting events in the history of Charleston, if not 

the state of South Carolina," said Mac Burdette, executive 
director for Patriots Point. 

The Carrier Classic is a college basketball game played 
on top of a military aircraft carrier. The event would draw 
millions of televisions viewers and thousands of fans to the 
area. 

"6 thousand to 7 thousand room nights, in terms of hotel 
sales. Certainly restaurants impacted. Shopping impacted. So, 
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it's got great possibilities for an economic impact," said 
Burdette. 

"We have tournaments like the Charleston Classic that is 
so prestigious for our city. But, to have a game at the 
Yorktown, a Carrier game, would be absolutely incredible," 
said Bobby Cremins, head men's basketball coach for College 
of Charleston. 

If the event comes to Patriots Point, event planners would 
build a 4,000 seat stadium on the flight deck of the Yorktown, 
along with concessions and restrooms. Burdette says logistics 
will be a key factor for this year's event. 

"We've got a long way to go with negotiations. This is a 
complicated project. We're talking about a ship that's 75 years 
old," said Burdette. "We would want to make sure that we're 
made whole -- that we don't loose any revenue. Because we're 
talking about, we're going to have to shut the ship down for 
some period of time. May be a few hours, may be a day, may 
be a few days." 

The game is scheduled for November 9th, 2012. 
The events promoter says a final signed agreement could 

be signed by the end of March. 
View Clip (RT: 2:06) 
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OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
48. Consumed By Wars Without End 
(WASHINGTON POST 14 MAR 12) ... Robert H. Scales 

I guess I knew it would eventually come down to this: 
Blame the Army’s institutions in some way for the horrific 
and senseless slaughter of 16 innocent Afghan civilians in 
Kandahar, allegedly by a U.S. infantry non-commissioned 
officer (NCO). In their search for a villain, the media seems to 
be focusing now on Joint Base Lewis-McChord in 
Washington state, where the accused soldier was stationed 
before his fourth deployment to a combat zone. 

Before we get too involved in attacking institutions, 
perhaps it might be right and proper to suggest that the 
underlying issue here is not about failure of our Army. 
Perhaps the issue might be that no institutional effort can 
make up for trying over the past 10 years to fight too many 
wars with too few soldiers? 

The accused NCO is an infantryman. Two weeks ago I 
talked with infantry soldiers at Fort Benning, Ga., and I 
couldn’t help contrasting them with those of my generation of 
Vietnam veterans. What caught my attention were the 
soldiers’ amazing stories of patient, selfless, introversive 
commitment. First I took to heart the enormous disparity in 
stressful, extreme experiences between the infantry and other 
branches and services that have come back from Iraq and 
Afghanistan. The senior NCOs I spoke to all had at least three, 
and in some cases five, tours, virtually all in close combat 
units. Contrast this with returning Vietnam NCOs and junior 
officers, most of whom in that era had only one tour in 
Vietnam. 

Of course infantry combat in Vietnam was perhaps more 
intense, but close fighting in Iraq and Afghanistan was more 
pervasive and lasting, thus more likely to cause personal 
trauma in my mind. The infantrymen I spoke to at Fort 
Benning were different from those in my generation. They 
were more emotionally exhausted and drained, less 
spontaneous and humorless. My generation of professionals 
spent a great deal of time on Friday nights at the officer’s club, 
talking over a beer about the Catch-22 nature of Vietnam and 

many of the stupid and hilarious experiences we endured. 
None of this at Benning today. No clubs, no public displays of 
hilarity and certainly no beer. These guys seemed to view their 
time in combat as endless and repetitive. My sense is that their 
collective, intimate exposure to the horrors of close combat 
was far more debilitating than what we experienced. 

This of course in no way justifies what happened in 
Kandahar. But I think if someone wants to place blame, it 
should be on a succession of national leaders who fail to 
recognize that combat units, particularly infantry, just wear 
out. Lord Moran concluded in his classic about combat stress 
in World War I, “Anatomy of Courage,” that the reservoir of 
courage begins to empty after the first shot is fired. The 
horrors of intimate killing, along with other factors such as 
fatigue, thirst, hunger, isolation, fear of the unknown and the 
sight of dead and maimed comrades, all start a process of 
moral atrophy that cannot be reversed. Lord Moran rightfully 
concludes that nothing sort of permanent withdrawal from the 
line will bring soldiers back to normalcy. 

The media is trying to make some association between the 
terrible crime of this sergeant and the Army’s inability to treat 
post-traumatic stress disorder and traumatic brain injury. 
Perhaps the Army could have done more. But I think Lord 
Moran had it more right; the real institutional culprit is the 
decade-long exploitation and cynical overuse of one of our 
most precious and irreplaceable national assets: our close 
combat soldiers and Marines. 

If someone just after 9/11 would have told me that a very 
small Army and Marine Corps would fight a 10-year-long set 
of close combat engagements in two wars and still remain 
intact, I would have called them crazy. Well, we’ve done just 
that, haven’t we? But at what cost to the few who have borne 
an enormously disproportionate share of emotional stress? 

Robert H. Scales, a retired U.S. Army major general and 
former commandant of the Army War College, is president of 
the consulting firm Colgen. 
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49. Cameron And Obama Must Shore Up NATO For Age Of Austerity 
(AOL DEFENSE 13 MAR 12) ... Stephen J. Flanagan 

When British Prime Minister David Cameron meets with 
President Obama this week, their discussions about Syria, 
Afghanistan, and Iran will dominate headlines. Also 
important, though less high profile, is the two allies' 

preparations for NATO's May Chicago Summit, which will 
seek to bolster the alliance's strained mission in Afghanistan 
and develop plans to maintain essential military capabilities in 
an era of austerity. 
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Despite over 400 British casualties and diminishing 
public support for the Afghan mission, Cameron has remained 
steadfast. The Prime Minister will want assurance that the 
President remains equally committed to NATO's pledge for a 
phased transition to an Afghan lead in security after 2014, 
with an advisory presence thereafter. 

The two leaders will also discuss plans to limit the gap 
between projected European military capabilities and the 
missions allied leaders have said their forces must collectively 
be prepared to undertake. This will require difficult reforms, 
enhanced multinational cooperation, more efficient spending, 
and long-term investments. Otherwise, NATO will need to 
lower its level of ambition or live with higher risks in future 
crisis management operations such as Libya and even in 
maintaining collective defense commitments against diverse 
global threats. 

The austerity measures being implemented by most 
European governments will result in diminishing defense 
budgets over the next five years or longer. While still a 
leading contributor to NATO, the UK defense budget is slated 
to decline by 8 percent through 2014, and plans for a leveling 
off after that seem dubious. Reductions by many other allies 
are even steeper. These cuts will further erode European 
military capabilities already suffering from two decades of 
underinvestment and make their forces even more reliant on 
U.S. support systems. European members of NATO still spend 
a sizable amount on defense, over $296 billion in 2010- more 
than China, Japan, Saudi Arabia, Russia, Brazil, and Australia 
combined. However, they spend those resources badly on 
duplicative legacy capabilities, and many personnel are ill 
prepared and equipped for emerging missions. 

The Obama administration has recently announced a $487 
billion reduction in U.S. defense spending over the coming 
decade and a "pivot" to East Asia, with an attendant 
rebalancing in military deployments. These steps will result in 
a reduction from four to two U.S. Army combat brigades 
permanently stationed in Europe, but would still leave 37,000 
troops in Europe-the largest such deployment in any region-
along with sizable air and naval forces. These forces will be 
sufficient to uphold collective defense commitments to Europe 
against any likely threat and will be augmented by periodic 
rotations of U.S.-based units for training with European 
forces. But Britain and other allies worry that these 
developments will require them to undertake some future 
military operations without U.S. forces and want reassurance 
of Washington's enduring commitment European security. 

It will be a major challenge to maintain NATO 
capabilities for both crisis management and collective defense 
in light of these realities. The Obama administration's strategy 

is to get Europeans to put a floor under their declining defense 
budgets and spend the considerable sums they do devote to 
their militaries more efficiently, while undertaking a new 
transatlantic commitment to identify and invest in the most 
critical military capabilities over the long-term. 

At their November 2010 Lisbon Summit, allies agreed to 
more efficient use of available defense resources through 
enhanced defense planning, multinational development of 
capabilities, and broad reforms of NATO structures including 
downsizing its military commands and civilian agencies. Last 
year, NATO Secretary General Rasmussen began a campaign 
for "Smart Defense" to get better value and effect from 
available resources through multinational cooperation, setting 
the right priorities, and better coordination of national defense 
plans. There is a clear recognition that European governments 
will be unable to spend more on defense for some time but 
they must spend more wisely. Following an intensive study of 
opportunities for multinational cooperation in 2011, NATO's 
Allied Command Transformation (ACT) has recommended an 
initial package of 20-30 agreed projects as candidates for 
greater pooling and sharing, each with an assigned lead nation 
and grouped according to the critical capability shortfalls they 
address. 

Last month, U.S. Secretary of Defense Panetta called for a 
long term plan to achieve the forces that the alliance should 
have by the end of the decade-NATO 2020. The Obama 
administration is encouraging its allies to integrate the reforms 
agreed to at Lisbon, Smart Defense, improvements in training 
and exercises, and investments in critical capabilities to ensure 
the alliance can maintain its level of ambition. The 
administration is seeking allied endorsement of a few flagship 
multinational projects, such as the new missile defense 
program, and a process to identify and protect operational 
capabilities essential to likely future missions. 

NATO's Chicago Summit will provide allied leaders an 
opportunity to demonstrate that the transatlantic relationship 
remains vibrant in the face of economic constraints and that 
the alliance is implementing a sustainable strategy for 
transition in Afghanistan and addressing emerging threats. 
European governments could answer U.S. concerns about 
diminishing military capabilities by making a sustained 
commitment to NATO's Smart Defense and other initiatives 
needed to realize a credible and effective NATO military 
posture for 2020. Now is the time for Obama and Cameron to 
draw up their campaign plan for Chicago. 

Stephen J. Flanagan is Henry A. Kissinger Chair at the 
Center for Strategic and International Studies in Washington. 
He served in senior positions in European affairs during the 
G.H.W. Bush and Clinton administrations. 

Return to Index 
 
 



 1

CHINFO NEWS CLIPS 
Wednesday, November 14, 2012 

 
Further reproduction or distribution is subject to original copyright restrictions. 

To subscribe, go to http://www.chinfo.navy.mil/pages/clips.html. 

 
On This Day In The Navy: 
1910: Civilian Eugene Ely pilots first aircraft to take-off from a ship, USS Birmingham (CL-2) at Hampton Roads, VA. He lands 
safely on Willoughby Spit, Norfolk, VA. 
 

TOP STORIES: 
1. U.S., Australia Bolster Defence Ties With New Space Radar 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 14 NOV 12) ... Dan De Luce 

The United States military will station a powerful radar and a space telescope in Australia as part of its strategic shift towards 
Asia, the two countries announced Wednesday. 

 
2. In Iran, Debate Rages Over Whether To Hold Talks With The U.S. 
As nuclear impasse persists, calculations get tricky for both sides 
(WASHINGTON POST 14 NOV 12) ... Joby Warrick 

Iran appears to be locked in a fierce internal debate over whether to hold bilateral nuclear talks with the United States, with key 
political leaders calling for dialogue with Washington and hard-liners pressing ahead with expansion of the country’s nuclear 
facilities. 

 
3. Panetta Praises General Linked To Petraeus Scandal 
(NEW YORK TIMES 14 NOV 12) ... Elisabeth Bumiller and Eric Schmitt 

PERTH, Australia — Defense Secretary Leon E. Panetta said on Wednesday that “no one should leap to any conclusions” about 
Gen. John R. Allen, the top NATO commander in Afghanistan who is under investigation for a series of e-mails he exchanged with a 
Tampa, Fla., woman, but as a “prudent measure” General Allen’s nomination to be the commander of American forces in Europe had 
been put on hold until the facts could be determined. 

 

ASIA – PACIFIC: 
4. Smith Talks Up Perth Base For U.S. Navy 
(SYDNEY MORNING HERALD 14 NOV 12) ... David Wroe 

Defence Minister Stephen Smith has flagged in the clearest terms yet that Australia will deepen its long-term involvement in the 
United States' strategic "pivot" to Asia by boosting the role of the naval base at Perth in the build-up of American forces in the region. 

 
5. Rocks Are Named, Not Thrown, In Island Feud 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 14 NOV 12) ... Yuka Hayashi 

TOKYO—Every day, near a group of uninhabited islands in the East China Sea that have become the heated focus of dueling 
claims by Japan and China, dozens of Japan coast guard boats prominently patrol the waters, playing cat and mouse with Chinese 
surveillance vessels. 

 
6. In Asia, C4ISR Market Is Growing 
(DEFENSE NEWS 12 NOV 12) ... Wendell Minnick 

TAIPEI — Maritime territorial disputes and security problems have caused the Asian market for intelligence, surveillance and 
reconnaissance (ISR) to continue expanding. 
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MIDEAST: 
7. France Grants Its Recognition To Syria Rebels 
(NEW YORK TIMES 14 NOV 12) ... Steven Erlanger and Rick Gladstone 

PARIS — France announced Tuesday that it was recognizing the newly formed Syrian rebel coalition and would consider arming 
the group, seeking to inject momentum into a broad Western and Arab effort to build a viable and effective opposition that would 
hasten the end of a stalemated civil war that has destabilized the Middle East. 

 
8. New Opposition Head Gives Renewed Hope To Syrians 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 13 NOV 12) ... Zeina Karam 

BEIRUT -- Syria's political opposition has struggled to prove its relevance amid the civil war under a leadership largely made up 
of academics and exiled politicians. With its relaunch as a new organization, it has taken a different tack: choosing as its head a 
popular Muslim cleric who preaches sectarian unity and can fire up a crowd. 

 
9. Israel Prepares New Missile Defense System 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 13 NOV 12) ... Lauren E. Bohn 

CARMIEL, Israel -- Israel's newest missile defense system, designed to provide another layer of protection against enemy fire, is 
on schedule for deployment in 2014, defense officials said Tuesday. 

 

AFGHANISTAN: 
10. Afghans Test Lead Role In Tough Spot 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 14 NOV 12) ... Michael M. Phillips 

SANGIN, Afghanistan—Two years before the U.S. and its allies are to hand over security responsibilities to Kabul, the Marines 
are putting to the test the question of whether the Afghans can hold on to hard-won gains in this restive area of the country's south. 

 
11. Poll: Most Afghans Optimistic About Future 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 14 NOV 12) ... Slobodan Lekic 

KABUL, Afghanistan -- Most Afghans believe their country is headed in the right direction but still worry about the lack of 
security resulting from the 11-year war, a public opinion survey by a major international nonprofit group said Wednesday. 

 

AFRICA: 
12. U.S. Military Behind Africa News Websites 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 13 NOV 12) ... Jason Straziuso 

NAIROBI, Kenya — The website’s headlines trumpet al-Shabab’s imminent demise and describe an American jihadist fretting 
over insurgent infighting. At first glance it appears to be a sleek, Horn of Africa news site. But the site — sabahionline.com — is run 
by the U.S. military. 

 

RUSSIA: 
13. Frosty Relations With Russia Begin To Thaw After Obama’s Re-Election 
(NEW YORK TIMES 14 NOV 12) ... Ellen Barry 

MOSCOW — A bizarre sight appeared on Russia’s state-controlled Channel One last week, shortly after it became clear that 
President Obama would go on to a second term. It was the United States ambassador to Moscow, Michael A. McFaul, sitting in a 
comfortable chair beside a late-night talk show host, being treated like an honored guest. 

 

ALLIED NAVIES: 
14. France, U.K. Could Partner For Anti-Ship Missile 
(DEFENSE NEWS 12 NOV 12) ... Andrew Chuter and Pierre Iran 

LONDON and PARIS - Britain has offered to fund the start of a delayed Anglo-French program to develop a new helicopter-
borne anti-ship missile in order to avoid the collapse of the 2010 defense treaty between the two nations. 

 

WHITE HOUSE: 
15. Shaping A Security Team, Obama's Challenge Deepens 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 13 NOV 12) ... Ben Feller 

WASHINGTON — Barely a week after winning re-election, President Barack Obama suddenly confronts a deepening challenge 
in assembling a new national security team, his task complicated by a scandal that has cost him a CIA chief and raised doubts about 
his Afghanistan war commander. 
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PETRAEUS INQUIRY: 
16. Ethics Questions Reach Top Echelons Of Military 
(USA TODAY 14 NOV 12) ... Tom Vandenbrook 

WASHINGTON — Three of the U.S. military's most senior leaders are embroiled in ethics scandals, a black eye for an institution 
that prides itself on integrity. 

 

PERSONNEL: 
17. 11 Sailors On Norfolk Ship Dismissed For Using Spice 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 13 NOV 12) ... Mike Hixenbaugh 

NORFOLK -- Eleven Sailors aboard the amphibious assault ship Wasp are being discharged from the Navy for using the 
synthetic drug Spice. At least two others on the Norfolk-based ship face similar charges, according to a Navy spokesman. 

 
18. After Delay, Senate Passes Veterans’ COLA 
(NAVY TIMES 13 NOV 12) ... Rick Maze 

By voice vote and with no apologies for unnecessary hand-wringing, the Senate passed a bill that provides 4 million veterans and 
survivors a 1.7 percent cost-of-living increase effective Dec. 1. 

 
19. Holes Revealed In Pentagon's Medals Database 
More than 60 Silver Star medals awarded since 2001 aren't listed, critics say 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 13 NOV 12) ... Jeanette Steele 

The Pentagon’s valor website, which debuted in July to address public concern about false claims of heroism, is nowhere near 
complete for the medals it advertises to list. 

 

AVIATION / DRONES: 
20. Lockheed Told It Must Put F-35’s Success Over Profit 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 13 NOV 12) ... Tony Capaccio 

Lockheed Martin Corp. executives must put improving performance of the F-35 fighter, the Pentagon’s costliest program, over 
immediate profit, the military’s purchasing chief said. 

 
21. Northrop Grumman Marks Construction Of Navy's First Operational Triton In Moss Point 
(MISSISSIPPI PRESS (PASCAGOULA) 13 NOV 12) ... April M. Havens 

MOSS POINT, Mississippi -- Northrop Grumman Aerospace today marked construction of its first operational fuselage for the 
Navy's MQ-4C Broad Area Maritime Surveillance program. 

 

SURFACE FLEET: 
22. Different Missions Might Await New USN Amphib 
(DEFENSE NEWS 12 NOV 12) ... Christopher P. Cavas 

U.S. amphibious warfare ships often have been pressed into a variety of roles beyond those of carrying Marines and their gear and 
taking part in beach assaults. Now, the design of the Navy's next amphib might itself be adapted to different missions and 
requirements. 

 
23. NASSCO Launches Unique Navy Ship In San Diego 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 13 NOV 12) ... Gary Robbins 

General Dynamics-NASSCO on Tuesday launched the first in a new class of Navy auxiliary ships by moving the Mobile Landing 
Platform (MLP) vessel Montford Point into San Diego Bay during a rising tide. 

 

SUBMARINES: 
24. Ohio Replacement Class – A Collaborative Effort 
(NAVY LIVE BLOG 13 NOV 12) ... Rear Adm. Barry Bruner 

In his previous blog concerning the Ohio Replacement program, Rear Adm. Barry Bruner, Director of Undersea Warfare, 
discussed the need for continued sea-based deterrence, how the Ohio Replacement SSBN will meet this need, how we are going to 
build an Ohio Replacement at the most responsible cost, and the basis for our SSBN force structure. In the following blog Bruner 
focuses on the incredible support the Ohio Replacement team is receiving during their continuing efforts to make the next generation 
SSBN a reality. 
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CYBER: 
25. Unwitting Sensors: How DoD Is Exploiting Social Media 
(C4ISR JOURNAL 13 NOV 12) ... Aram Roston 

Consider a selection of tweets posted one day last month. Some were humorous, like those of Steven Colbert (@StevenAtHome) 
hawking his latest book: “For a free sample of my writing,” he quipped, “see this tweet.” Tiffany’s (@TiffanyAndCo) tweeted a costly 
tip: “Layer silver and gold pendants for an eclectic look.” 

 
26. Federal Agencies, Private Firms Fiercely Compete In Hiring Cyber Experts 
(WASHINGTON POST 14 NOV 12) ... Ellen Nakashima 

Along the Baltimore-Washington Parkway, the concentration of government agencies and contractors brimming with computer 
geeks rivals any cyber defense area on the planet. And in this age of growing cyber threats, those firms are engaged in a cyber-hiring 
competition so fierce that one expert called it “fratricide on the parkway.” 

 
27. U.S. Congress Urged To Probe Chinese Cyber-Espionage 
(REUTERS 14 NOV 12) ... Jim Wolf 

WASHINGTON -- The U.S. Congress should conduct an in-depth assessment of Chinese cyberspying and consider imposing 
tougher penalties on companies that benefit from industrial espionage, a federal advisory group said Wednesday. 

 

CONGRESS / BUDGET: 
28. McConnell Argues Against DoD Cuts Ahead Of White House Fiscal Summit 
(DEFENSE DAILY 14 NOV 12) ... Emelie Rutherford 

Lawmakers laid out their stances on coming negotiations over the so-called fiscal cliff yesterday, when the Senate Republican 
leader called for stopping across-the-board defense cuts from starting in January. 

 

DOD ACQUISITION: 
29. Pentagon Aims To Wring Savings Out Of More Acquisition Reforms 
(REUTERS 13 NOV 12) ... Andrea Shalal-Esa 

WASHINGTON -- The Pentagon on Tuesday released the next version of its "better buying power" initiative, saying the U.S. 
military needed to "wring every possible cent of value" from the dwindling dollars in the U.S. defense budget. 

 
30. Budget Woes Complicate DoD Acquisition Efficiency Efforts 
(DEFENSE DAILY 14 NOV 12) ... Ann Roosevelt 

The Pentagon is struggling to cut costs and make its acquisition process faster and more affordable, but faces budget cuts and 
potential sequestration that would strip $500 billion in across-the-board defense cuts in January. 

 

COMMENTARY: 
31. Obama’s Nightmare 
(NEW YORK TIMES 14 NOV 12) ... Thomas L. Friedman 

The scandal engulfing two of our top military and intelligence officers could not be coming at a worse time: the Middle East has 
never been more unstable and closer to multiple, interconnected explosions. 

 
32. One Lesson From A Messy Scandal 
(NEW YORK TIMES 14 NOV 12) ... Editorial 

The scandal unfolding around the resignation of David Petraeus as the director of the Central Intelligence Agency after an 
adulterous affair raises many questions that need to be answered — from the unusual role played by the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation in what seems to have begun as a routine investigation of harassing e-mails to whether and when Congressional 
intelligence committees should have been notified that the leader of the C.I.A. had come under an F.B.I. investigation. 

 
33. The New Battlefield 
5 ways terrorism has changed since 9/11. 
(FOREIGN POLICY 13 NOV 12) ... John McGlughlin 

Lost in all the controversy about the Benghazi attack is a basic fact that may be obscuring debate about the case: there has been a 
fundamental change in what might be called the "landscape of terrorism." In essence, nearly everything about the phenomenon is 
shifting away from the patterns that became familiar in the years after 9/11. The template used for counterterrorism strategy during 
much of the time since then has been overtaken by events. 
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TOP STORIES: 
1. U.S., Australia Bolster Defence Ties With New Space Radar 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 14 NOV 12) ... Dan De Luce 

The United States military will station a powerful radar 
and a space telescope in Australia as part of its strategic shift 
towards Asia, the two countries announced Wednesday. 

U.S. Defense Secretary Leon Panetta described the deal as 
a "major leap forward in bilateral space cooperation and an 
important new frontier in the United States' rebalance to the 
Asia-Pacific region.” 

The transfer of the C-band radar "will add considerably to 
surveillance of space debris in our part of the world,” 
Australian Defence Minister Stephen Smith told a news 
conference. 

The plan, unveiled at annual strategic talks between the 
two nations, calls for the first deployment of a U.S. Air Force 
C-band radar in the Southern Hemisphere, allowing the 
Americans to better track space debris well as Chinese space 
launches, senior U.S. defence officials said. 

"It will give us visibility into things that are leaving the 
atmosphere, entering the atmosphere, really all throughout 
Asia," including China's rocket and missile tests, a U.S. 
defence official told reporters on condition of anonymity. 

At the meeting of foreign and defence ministers in the 
western Australian city of Perth, the two governments also 
launched discussions on granting the Americans future access 
to air bases in northern Australia as well as naval ports, 
including one in nearby Stirling, Smith said. 

Smith welcomed the deployment of U.S. Marines this 
year in Australia's north, where 250-strong contingents spend 
six-month tours. He said the two sides would soon increase the 
number of Marines on the ground to 1,100 by 2014, with the 
goal of 2,500 Marines in place by about 2016-17. 

A joint communique signalled "increased rotations of 
U.S. aircraft through northern Australia" but also struck a 
cautious note, saying any enhanced U.S. military presence 
"would require substantial further study and additional 
decisions by both capitals.” 

Anxious over China's growing military might and 
territorial tensions with its neighbours, U.S. officials are 
pushing for a more visible military role across the region. 

This includes expanding military exercises and deploying 
more advanced ships and hardware, particularly in Southeast 
Asia. 

Smith said holding the talks in the western coastal city 
underlined the growing importance of the Indian and Pacific 
Oceans, home to vital shipping lanes and growing economies. 

"Here you see the world moving to the Asia-Pacific, the 
world moving to the Indo-Pacific, not just with security 
implications but with enormous economic investment and 
prosperity," he said. 

Before Wednesday's meeting Secretary of State Hillary 
Clinton vowed that the U.S. was fully committed to its pivot to 
Asia over the long term, despite crises in the Middle East and 
budget pressures at home. 

Speaking Tuesday at the University of Western Australia, 
she underlined America's "expanding engagement" in the 
region. 

"It's important that we make absolutely clear we are here 
to stay," she said, adding that it was important to see India 
become more involved in the region and that the U.S. would 
welcome Australia-India joint naval exercises. 

Although U.S. and Australian officials privately worry 
about Beijing's assertive stance in the South China Sea and 
elsewhere, Clinton insisted the United States supported the 
peaceful rise of China. 

The U.S.-Australia talks are taking place as China's 
Communist Party undergoes a once-in-a-decade leadership 
transition. 

The discussions in Perth also covered political reforms in 
Myanmar, concern over Iran's nuclear programme, the raging 
civil war in Syria and the NATO-led war effort in 
Afghanistan, officials said. 

The ministers renewed their support for the planned 
withdrawal of foreign combat troops from Afghanistan by the 
end of 2014. But the two governments discussed the 
possibility of Australian special forces taking part in a smaller 
force with the United States after 2014. 

"I believe that is worth considering," Panetta said, adding 
the Australian elite special forces could play a role in a 
counter-terrorism mission aimed at Al-Qaeda. 

Return to Index 
 

2. In Iran, Debate Rages Over Whether To Hold Talks With The U.S. 
As nuclear impasse persists, calculations get tricky for both sides 
(WASHINGTON POST 14 NOV 12) ... Joby Warrick 

Iran appears to be locked in a fierce internal debate over 
whether to hold bilateral nuclear talks with the United States, 
with key political leaders calling for dialogue with 
Washington and hard-liners pressing ahead with expansion of 
the country’s nuclear facilities. 

The Obama administration, girding itself for what could 
be the first major foreign policy test of its second term, has 
dangled an offer of bilateral talks in hopes of breaking through 
the nuclear impasse with Iran and easing the threat of a new 
Middle East war. 

But despite positive comments in recent days from 
President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad and other senior leaders, 

Iran has shown no hint that it plans to accept the offer, U.S. 
and European diplomats say. 

Instead, intelligence analysts are detecting signs of 
continued progress at Iran’s uranium enrichment plants and no 
significant softening on the part of the country’s supreme 
leader, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, who will ultimately decide 
Iran’s nuclear course, according to the diplomats. 

“We don’t think the Iranians are there yet, in terms of a 
deal,” said a European envoy, speaking on the condition of 
anonymity to discuss nuclear diplomacy with Iran. “Things are 
moving a bit because they’re feeling pressure from sanctions. 
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But we have no information suggesting that they’re willing to 
change.” 

A report expected later this week from the U.N. nuclear 
watchdog, the International Atomic Energy Agency, is 
expected to show that Iran has nearly completed installing 
centrifuges at its Fordow uranium-enrichment plant, a facility 
being built inside a mountain tunnel to protect against military 
strikes, according to Western diplomats briefed on the IAEA’s 
preliminary findings. 

Although not all the centrifuges are operating, the near-
completion of the plant moves Iran a step closer to having a 
virtually bombproof sanctuary in which to increase its 
stockpile of enriched uranium, which can be used for civilian 
purposes or — if enriched further to fissile form — for nuclear 
weapons. Only the most powerful U.S. bunker-busting 
munitions are thought capable of destroying the facility. 

U.S. and Israeli officials worry that Iran could use the 
Fordow plant to make highly enriched uranium for nuclear 
bombs. Iran insists that it seeks nuclear energy only for 
peaceful purposes. 

Israeli Threat 
The search for a diplomatic solution to the long-running 

crisis gained new urgency in recent weeks because of a 
conviction among Western governments that time is running 
out for averting an Israeli military strike on Iran’s nuclear 
facilities, which could trigger a wider conflict in the region. 

Israeli officials have signaled a willingness to delay a 
strike, but Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has 
warned that his government will act unilaterally, if necessary, 
to prevent Iran from acquiring nuclear-weapons capability. 

Dennis Ross, who was the administration’s chief adviser 
on Iran before leaving government late last year, cited the 
implicit Israeli threat last week in predicting that 2013 would 
“be a decisive year, one way or another,” for Iran. 

“We will see this come to a head,” Ross told a forum at 
the Washington Institute for Near East Policy on Thursday. 
“Either it will come to a head diplomatically or through the 
use of force.” 

Ross also cited Iran’s worsening economic crisis, which 
he said was battering the country’s economy to the point 
where its leaders must soon decide between negotiations and 
economic catastrophe. Under pressure from international 
sanctions, Iran’s currency has plummeted in recent months 
while exports of petroleum — the country’s chief source of 
foreign revenue — have been cut nearly in half. 

“The focus on their economy has become more acute, and 
that suggests that there may be increased interest in looking 
for a way out,” Ross said. On the other hand, “it doesn’t mean 
that diplomacy is guaranteed to produce an outcome that we 
want,” he said. 

Administration officials have acknowledged raising the 
possibility of bilateral talks as a way of luring Iran back to the 
negotiating table. The offer was most recently made during 
informal contacts on the sidelines of U.N. General Assembly 
meetings in New York in September. Iranian diplomats at the 
time expressed interest in exploring the idea, according to U.S. 
and European officials familiar with the exchange. 

The offer remains open, diplomats said, though no 
negotiations — formal or informal — have been held, or 
planned, so far. A State Department spokesman last week 

dismissed as “ridiculous” a published report that Obama 
adviser Valerie Jarrett was meeting privately with Iranians. 

Mixed Signals From Iran 
Meanwhile, the signals from Iran have been mixed. In 

Tehran, where Obama’s reelection triggered speculation in 
state-run media about an imminent “grand bargain” to settle 
the nuclear dispute, prominent politicians and opinion leaders 
have wondered aloud about whether the moment had come for 
ending three decades of hostility with the United States. 

“Some people in the system and administration are 
increasingly asking this question: Who has said — and why — 
should we so intractably insist on enmity with the U.S.,” 
Sadegh Zibakalam, a political analyst and professor at Tehran 
University, said in an interview Sunday. “It is possible that the 
idea that enmity with the U.S. is not in our interests is getting 
more weight and we see a move toward serious negotiations.” 

Ahmadinejad is among several prominent Iranians who 
have spoken favorably in recent days about a possible deal 
with the United States. The Iranian president, during a visit 
last week to Indonesia, said his country’s nuclear program was 
now a “political” issue. He added, “The issue should be 
resolved in relations between Iran and the United States.” 

Another senior official, Mohammed Javad Larijani, 
secretary of Iran’s High Council for Human Rights and 
brother of the country’s parliament speaker, suggested in a 
televised interview that it was in Iran’s interest to deal directly 
with Washington. “To protect the interests of our system, we 
would negotiate with the U.S. or anyone else even in the abyss 
of hell,” he said last week. 

But other prominent officials remain adamantly opposed. 
Influential figures among Iran’s military and paramilitary 
organizations — such as the Revolutionary The Iranian army 
launches a new surface-to-air missile, left, during military 
exercises in an undisclosed location in eastern Iran. Iranian 
soldiers, below, celebrate after the successful launch of the 
missile. Iran has recently increased military drills as 
international tensions over its nuclear program climb. Western 
governments are convinced that time is running out for 
averting an Israeli strike on Iran’s nuclear facilities, which 
could trigger a wider conflict in the region. Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has warned that his government 
will act unilaterally, if necessary, to prevent Iran from 
acquiring nuclear weapons capability. Guard Corps and the 
Basij militia — have rejected the possibility of U.S. talks, as 
have a number of conservative clerics and religious leaders. 

“We are not going to resume relationships with America 
unless the U.S. changes its behavior,” Brig. Gen. Mohammad-
Reza Naghdi, the commander of the Basij, said at a news 
conference on Saturday in Tehran. 

The last significant opportunity for a breakthrough in U.S. 
Iranian relations came in 2003, when Iranian leaders secretly 
reached out through intermediaries to members of the George 
W. Bush administration to discuss a possible “grand bargain.” 
The effort quickly collapsed. 

Many Western analysts agree that circumstances are again 
favorable for a deal. Some say diplomacy should not be 
abandoned even if Iranian leaders do not immediately accede 
to deep cuts in the country’s nuclear program. 

Negotiators should adopt a “realistic” approach, first 
seeking agreement on confidence building steps and 
transparency measures that create a framework for a larger 
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deal, said Greg Thielmann, a former State Department 
intelligence analyst who is a senior fellow at the Arms Control 
Association. 

“Difficult negotiations are rarely concluded in a matter of 
weeks,” he said. 

Return to Index 
 

3. Panetta Praises General Linked To Petraeus Scandal 
(NEW YORK TIMES 14 NOV 12) ... Elisabeth Bumiller and Eric Schmitt 

PERTH, Australia — Defense Secretary Leon E. Panetta 
said on Wednesday that “no one should leap to any 
conclusions” about Gen. John R. Allen, the top NATO 
commander in Afghanistan who is under investigation for a 
series of e-mails he exchanged with a Tampa, Fla., woman, 
but as a “prudent measure” General Allen’s nomination to be 
the commander of American forces in Europe had been put on 
hold until the facts could be determined. 

At a news conference with Secretary of State Hillary 
Rodham Clinton at a United States-Australian security 
conference here, Mr. Panetta said he thought it was important 
to refer the matter to the Pentagon’s inspector general. But he 
also praised General Allen for his leadership in Afghanistan. 
“He certainly has my continued confidence,” Mr. Panetta said. 

Mr. Panetta’s remarks were his first since the Pentagon 
announced on Tuesday that General Allen was under 
investigation for what a senior defense official said was 
“inappropriate communication” with the woman whose 
complaint to the F.B.I. set off the scandal involving David H. 
Petraeus’s extramarital affair which led to his resignation as 
C.I.A. director last week. The woman, Jill Kelley, was seen by 
Paula Broadwell, Mr. Petraeus’s lover, as a rival for his 
attentions. 

Associates of General Allen have said in the last 24 hours 
that the Pentagon overreacted and conflicting portrayals of the 
e-mails have emerged. 

Mr. Panetta, along with Gen. Martin E. Dempsey, the 
chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, referred the Allen matter 
to the Pentagon’s inspector general, according to Mr. Panetta’s 
aides, after a team of military and civilian lawyers reviewed 
what defense officials say are thousands of pages of 
documents, including hundreds of e-mails between General 
Allen and Ms. Kelley, that the F.B.I. forwarded to the 
Pentagon. 

Associates of General Allen said Tuesday that the e-mails 
were innocuous. Some of them used terms of endearment, but 
not in a flirtatious way, the associates said. “If you know 
Allen, he’s just the kind of guy to respond dutifully to every e-
mail he gets — ‘you’re the best,’ ‘you’re a sweetheart,’ that 
kind of thing,” according to a senior American official who is 
familiar with the investigation. 

Even so, other Pentagon officials briefed on the content of 
the e-mails said that some of the language did, on initial 
reading, seem “overly flirtatious” and warranted further 
inquiry. 

The Pentagon’s top lawyer, Jeh Johnson, recommended 
sending the matter to the inspector general, senior defense 
officials said. An inappropriate communication could violate 
military rules. 

Senior officials in the Obama administration and 
lawmakers from both parties expressed shock at what could be 
a widening scandal into two of the most prominent generals of 
their generation: Mr. Petraeus, who was the top commander in 
Iraq and Afghanistan before he retired from the military to 

become director of the C.I.A., only to resign on Friday 
because of his affair, and General Allen, who also served in 
Iraq and now commands 68,000 American troops in 
Afghanistan. 

President Obama, however, voiced support for General 
Allen through his spokesman on Tuesday. “The president 
thinks very highly of General Allen,” the spokesman, Jay 
Carney, said at a White House news briefing. “He has faith in 
General Allen.” 

But the matter has created enough concern that General 
Allen’s recent nomination to become NATO’s top military 
officer was delayed at Mr. Panetta’s request, pending the 
investigation’s outcome. 

Aides traveling with Mr. Panetta, reacting to anger from 
some of General Allen’s associates who said he was being 
unfairly treated, described Mr. Panetta as having great respect 
for General Allen. But they said that Mr. Panetta had little 
choice in referring the matter to the inspector general. General 
Dempsey informed General Allen of the investigation on 
Monday from Perth, where he had traveled for a security 
meeting that Mr. Panetta is also attending. 

General Allen, a Marine, succeeded Mr. Petraeus as the 
top allied commander in Afghanistan in July 2011. He also 
served as Mr. Petraeus’s deputy when both officers led the 
military’s Central Command, based in Tampa, from 2008 until 
2010. 

General Allen’s connection to the scandal appears to have 
originated with an e-mail he received from an account that 
was registered under a fake name and has now been linked to 
Ms. Broadwell, according to a senior American official. The 
e-mail warned General Allen to be wary of Ms. Kelley and 
was vaguely threatening. Though he did not know who had 
written the e-mail, he was concerned and passed it on to Ms. 
Kelley. She then discussed it with an agent she knew at the 
F.B.I.’s field office in Tampa, whose cybercrime unit opened 
an investigation that eventually linked Ms. Broadwell to 
General Petraeus. 

A senior law enforcement official in Washington said 
Tuesday that F.B.I. investigators, looking into Ms. Kelley’s 
complaint about anonymous e-mails she had received, 
examined all of her e-mails as a routine step. Officials familiar 
with the investigation said it covers 20,000 to 30,000 page of 
documents, but Pentagon officials cautioned against making 
too much of that number, since some might be from e-mail 
chains, or brief messages printed out on a whole page. 

On Monday night, F.B.I. agents searched Ms. Broadwell’s 
home in Charlotte, N.C., and local television news crews 
filmed them carrying away boxes of material in what officials 
said was part of that continuing investigation. 

The defense official said that the e-mails between Ms. 
Kelley and General Allen spanned the years 2010 to 2012. 

American officials familiar with the social dynamics at 
the upper echelons of the Central Command described Ms. 
Kelley as wealthy socialite who knew “almost every” high-
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ranking officer serving in Tampa. Her ties were close enough 
that Mr. Petraeus and General Allen both intervened last 
September in a messy custody dispute on behalf of Ms. 
Kelley’s twin sister, Natalie Khawam. 

A senior official said Ms. Kelley was close to both 
General Allen and his wife. She would often send e-mails, 
hundreds over the course of any given year, to the couple 
about parties or people she had met or trips she was 
considering. General Allen was never alone with Ms. Kelley, 

the official said, and while he may have been “affectionate in 
a few e-mails with her, there’s nothing he’s embarrassed about 
or embarrassed to tell his wife about.” 

Elisabeth Bumiller reported from Perth, Australia, and 
Eric Schmitt from Washington. Matt Rosenberg, Thom 
Shanker and Ron Nixon contributed reporting from 
Washington. 
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ASIA – PACIFIC: 
4. Smith Talks Up Perth Base For U.S. Navy 
(SYDNEY MORNING HERALD 14 NOV 12) ... David Wroe 

Defence Minister Stephen Smith has flagged in the 
clearest terms yet that Australia will deepen its long-term 
involvement in the United States' strategic "pivot" to Asia by 
boosting the role of the naval base at Perth in the build-up of 
American forces in the region. 

Ahead of the high-level AUSMIN talks with U.S. 
Secretary of State Hillary Clinton and Defence Secretary Leon 
Panetta in the West Australian capital on Wednesday, Mr. 
Smith said Perth's HMAS Stirling would inevitably rise in 
prominence as the Indian Ocean gained strategic importance. 

"I've been an advocate and an arguer of the point of view 
that India is on the rise, the strategic importance of the Indian 
Ocean is on the rise," Mr. Smith said. "The enhanced 
importance of Stirling and its utility is to me something that 
will occur as sure as night follows day." 

He stressed it would take "years, rather than weeks or 
months.” While HMAS Stirling has previously been floated as 
a possible site for a greater U.S. naval presence - including 
even an aircraft carrier - the strength of Mr. Smith's remarks 
signify that Australia will play a long-term and expanding role 
in the pivot. 

On Tuesday night, Prime Minister Julia Gillard met Ms. 
Clinton and Mr. Panetta, joined by Mr. Smith and Foreign 
Minister Bob Carr. 

Wednesday's talks will cover the next stage of the rotation 
of U.S. marines through Darwin, the first 250 of which have 
spent part of this year in the Australian base there. 

They will also canvass cyber security, how to tackle the 
amount of used satellite junk in space, and the post-2014 
military contributions to Afghanistan. 

The talks will also look at increasing U.S. Air Force 
access to Northern Territory airfields. 

Many defence and national security experts view the U.S. 
pivot - an increase in its military presence in the southern Asia 
Pacific region - as squarely aimed at China. 

Mr. Smith repeated denials that the increased co-operation 
between the U.S. and Australia was aimed at China. 

Mrs. Clinton later lauded Australia's burgeoning 
relationship with India and encouraged Australia to deepen its 
military co-operation - including through joint-naval exercises 
- with the world's largest democracy. 

In her first remarks on tour, Mrs. Clinton gave China 
relatively short shrift, saying only that "we look for ways to 
support the peaceful rise of China.” 

"And (we) hope to see gradual but consistent opening up 
of a Chinese society and political system that will more 
closely give the Chinese people the opportunities that we in 
the United States and Australia are lucky to take for granted." 

Hailing India as the "world's largest democracy and a 
dynamic emerging economy,” Mrs. Clinton welcomed 
Australia's "burgeoning relationship" with the country. "We 
would welcome joint Australia-Indian naval vessel exercises 
in the future and we're eager to work together in the Indian 
Ocean Rim Association for Regional Co-operation," she said. 

Speaking at the opening of a U.S. studies centre at the 
University of Western Australia, she also said the U.S. had 
made a strategic priority of encouraging Delhi to play a larger 
role in world affairs. 
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5. Rocks Are Named, Not Thrown, In Island Feud 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 14 NOV 12) ... Yuka Hayashi 

TOKYO—Every day, near a group of uninhabited islands 
in the East China Sea that have become the heated focus of 
dueling claims by Japan and China, dozens of Japan coast 
guard boats prominently patrol the waters, playing cat and 
mouse with Chinese surveillance vessels. 

Some 1,200 miles away, in a roomy office overlooking 
warehouses and the busy Tokyo harbor, Akinori Saito does his 
own part to protect the waters claimed by Japan. 

The coast guard hydrographer spends hours each day 
poring over navigation charts and satellite photos, analyzing 
specks that appear on maps of the vast Western Pacific. His 

mission: authenticating several hundred of those specks as 
bona fide islands, before turning over the list to a bureaucrat 
whose job is to name the dots. 

"I am very proud that the work I do is helping my 
colleagues on the front lines," says Mr. Saito, who spent many 
years surveying Japan's coastlines before assuming his Tokyo 
desk job. 

The rationale behind Mr. Saito's project is this: In an age 
of increasing resource shortages, nations are looking to the 
wealth of fish, minerals and oil found in their seas. Territorial 
waters, by definition, are those stretching within 12 miles of a 
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country's land—whether that land is continent or island. As an 
archipelago nation, Japan has a particular stake in cataloging 
the islands that help mark its boundaries. 

Yet, Japan, by its own recent admission, had been lax 
about accounting for the outer edges of its borders. Japan has 
officially identified 6,852 islands within its boundaries, of 
which 421 are inhabited. 

That number includes only islands with a circumference 
of at least 100 meters, or yards. Islands can, in fact, be smaller. 
Japanese officials cite the United Nations Convention on the 
Law of the Sea, which defines an island as "a naturally formed 
area of land, surrounded by water, which is above water at 
high tide." 

"When you go swimming in the ocean, you'll see some 
big rocks on the beach off to the side. You can assume some 
of those are islands," says Mr. Saito. Asked the size of the 
smallest island he has measured, he holds out his arms to form 
a circle, like hugging a tree. "As long as the top stays above 
the water when the tide goes up, it's an island." 

Japan's no-island-left-behind campaign dates to 2007, 
when parliament passed a law promoting the development of 
maritime resources. It was enacted in response to emerging 
tensions with China, which was beginning to step up its own 
resource development in the region's vast and often 
ambiguously claimed waters. In crafting projects to implement 
the law, officials launched the effort to identify and name 
remote islands. 

The process isn't aimed at expanding Japan's 
internationally recognized territory, officials say. It doesn't add 
new islands to maps, they say; it just gives names to existing 
dots in the immediate vicinity of larger, named islands. The 
goal of the naming exercise, they say, is building up public 
awareness of what is already under its control. 

China doesn't always see it that way. In March, Tokyo 
unveiled the names of 39 islands in the first batch of its 
naming project. They included four tiny land masses just off 
two of the islands in the Senkaku island chain—the subject of 
the continuing territorial dispute with China, which calls the 
chain Diaoyu. 

A day later, Beijing responded by unveiling the names of 
71 islands, including the same rocks in the Senkaku chain. 
One island—named North Islet by Japan and Red Back North 
Island by China—is less than 100 yards north of Taisho-To, 
which itself measures only about 500 yards at its widest point. 
The newly named rock's diameter is roughly one-tenth of that, 
making it about the size of an Olympic swimming pool. 

Japan is moving forward with phase two, which will 
involve naming "several hundred" more specks, by Mr. Saito's 
count, over the next year. 

In the first step of that process, Mr. Saito, a slight 55-
year-old with closely cropped gray hair, scrutinizes official 
coast guard navigation maps on his computer screens for 
unlabeled dots, to determine if they are legitimate islands or 

something else—a reef, for example, or a man-made structure, 
like a lighthouse. When the details on his computerized 
records are blurry, he walks down the hall to a chart library, a 
large temperature-controlled room with rows of chest-high 
cabinets with wide drawers. There he pulls out older versions 
of the charts, lays them out on top of a cabinet, and stares. 

Specks near or in disputed areas require especially 
accurate judgment. "Those tend to be in very remote areas 
where ships rarely visit. Since there is little demand for 
navigation charts, what exist tend to be very old," he said. 
Some charts go back five or six decades and have stains and 
insect holes, the legacy of an old chart library with no climate 
control. 

Over the months, Mr. Saito has wrestled with nettlesome 
questions. What do they do with a big chunk of rock that 
seems to have fallen into the water from a cliff during a 
typhoon? (If it hasn't been entered into an official chart, it 
doesn't count as an island no matter how big.) If two islands 
are connected with a man-made bridge, does it count as one 
island or two? ("I decided to count them as two.") 

Once Mr. Saito declares a dot to be an island, it is up to 
Soichi Yamagata, an official working across town in the prime 
minister's cabinet secretariat, to give it a name. One recent 
day, Mr. Yamagata fretted to a reporter that Mr. Saito and his 
part-time helpers at the coast guard are a bit behind schedule. 

"I know it's such labor-intensive work but I am beginning 
to worry pressure might start coming down from above," he 
said, citing the recent flare-ups in territorial disputes. 

For some of the dots, Mr. Yamagata applies technical 
labels based on their locations relative to bigger islands, like 
Upper South Southeast Islet. He prefers to find a local name, if 
one exists, perhaps something passed down by generations of 
fishermen. Calls to local officials have helped yield names 
including Splish-Splash Shallows (Jaburi-Jaburi Sori), 
Washed-Up Walrus Island and Bold Head Rock. 

Late last year, Mr. Yamagata's office contacted officials 
in the town of Esashi in Hokkaido (pop. 9,125) to ask if a 
small coast guard-certified island a kilometer (less than a mile) 
off the coast of one of their fishing hamlets had a name. Local 
leaders asked local fishermen. Young ones didn't know the 
island existed. Some elders agreed that the tiny land mass was 
called Water Splash. Mr. Yamagata put "Water Splash Rock" 
on his map. 

Atsuhito Shirosawa, a 41-year-old lifelong resident of 
Esashi, says he had never heard of such an island until Mr. 
Yamagata's office called. The town official said he drove to 
the area himself to confirm the island's existence. He walked 
to the end of the pier, then to the top of a nearby hill. He 
couldn't see it. 

"The government calls it an island," Mr. Shirosawa said. 
"But there is a huge gap between the image that word conjures 
up, and what this thing really is." 

Return to Index 
 

6. In Asia, C4ISR Market Is Growing 
(DEFENSE NEWS 12 NOV 12) ... Wendell Minnick 

TAIPEI — Maritime territorial disputes and security 
problems have caused the Asian market for intelligence, 
surveillance and reconnaissance (ISR) to continue expanding. 

China's aggressive behavior in the East China and South 
China seas over the past two years has rattled the region. And 
continued concerns over piracy and other security issues in the 
Malacca Strait and Singapore Strait feed Singapore's quest for 
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"sense-making" by the military, say regional defense industry 
sources... "Everyone wants to know what's going on in the 
South China Sea," said one Singapore based defense industry 
sources. "Vietnam, Brunei, Malaysia. Taiwan and the 
Philippines want to know what's going on in that battle space," 
he said. And you need C4 [command, control, 
communications and computers] to process the ISR. 

Nations in the region are looking at procuring maritime 
patrol aircraft, UAVs, beacon location systems for ships, anti-
submarine warfare systems, coastal surveillance systems and 
land-based surveillance, including high-frequency surface 
wave radar and locatable over-the-horizon radar. 

"The key thing is to detect activity and classify the 
contact as either fishing, combatant, pirate, commercial [or] 
pleasure boating in order to determine if there is a violation of 
territoriality," the Singapore source said. 

Much of the ISR procurement drive is focused on the 
South China Sea, but renewed unrest in the East China Sea 
over the Diaoyutai/ Senkaku islands among China, Japan and 
Taiwan is raising fears of war. 

South Korea and Japan are also arguing over the South 
Korea-controlled Liancourt Rocks (Takeshima in Japanese 
and Dokdo in Koran) in the Sea of Japan. 

Japan's response has been to enhance its land-based radar, 
electronic intelligence and signal intelligence facilities on a 
chain of islands along the Ryukyu Arc that stretches from 
Japan to Taiwan. 

In Japan, C4ISR has emerged as the highest space and 
missile defense priority over the past few years because of 
continuing concerns about North Korean and Chinese missile 
programs, and also because of sustained U.S. pressure, which 
crystallized during April's 2+2 Japan-U.S. Security 
Consultative Committee. The meeting pushed topics such as 
investment, cooperation and interoperability of C4ISR cyber 
security and improved space situational awareness high on the 
agenda 

Accordingly, in its budget request for next financial year, 
beginning April. Japan is beefing up all of its C4ISR assets, 
including aslant; for 44.5 billion yen ($554 million) for two P-
1 maritime patrol craft and 10 billion yen to upgrade 
electronic warfare and make other improvements to four E-
767 airborne early warning and control aircraft. 

In terms of its island radar chains, the military is asking 
for 4.5 billion yen to upgrade its FPS-20 general surveillance 

radar in Kyushu Island, southern Japan, to an FPS-7. The 
upgraded version has a search altitude of 100,000 feat and a 
range of 270 miles, while the existing version has a range of 
200 miles. It is also asking for 6.2 billion yen for an early 
warning and surveillance system on Japan's far easterly 
Yunagtuti island to monitor the air and sea corridor in the 
area. Yonaguni is just a few hundred kilometers from Taiwan. 

Taiwan also places C4ISR high on its list of future 
acquisitions. A senior Taiwan defense official said the military 
needs ISR aircraft and UAVs to patrol offshore islands and sea 
lines of communication and monitor fishing areas. This 
includes the possible procurement of aerostats for offshore 
islands in the South China Sea. 

"ISR is not only for military operations but also for 
disaster relief, commercial fishing surveillance, command and 
control, anti-terrorism, and search and rescue," the official 
said. 

South Korea has unique C4ISR requirements as it faces a 
hardened and defiant North Korea determined to develop 
nuclear weapons. So to bolster its surveillance and 
reconnaissance against North Korea, South Korea is pushing 
ahead with plans to develop UAVs. On Oct. 29, the Defense 
Acquisition Program Administration (DAPA) announced it 
will locally develop a corps-level UAV peer of the U.S. MQ-1 
Predator with a budget of about 107 billion won ($98 million). 

Korea Aerospace Industries was selected to lead 
development of the C-UAV. LIG Nexl is to provide the 
ground-control and synthetic aperture radar systems for the 
new UAV, while Samsung Thales will develop data link 
systems, according to DADA. 

The South Korean military plans to develop the C-UAV 
into an unmanned combat air vehicle by 2030. 

South Korea is also trying to buy the Global Hawk since 
it is developing a low-tier ballistic missile defense network to 
be supported by U.S. ISR assets, and plans to spend about 
$160 million to introduce unmanned border surveillance 
systems by 2015. 

Installing scientific border surveillance has gained 
attention here following an incident last month when a North 
Korean soldier defected to the South after scaling three 
barbed-wire fences along the Military Demarcation Line and 
reached a South Korean barracks without being detected. 
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MIDEAST: 
7. France Grants Its Recognition To Syria Rebels 
(NEW YORK TIMES 14 NOV 12) ... Steven Erlanger and Rick Gladstone 

PARIS — France announced Tuesday that it was 
recognizing the newly formed Syrian rebel coalition and 
would consider arming the group, seeking to inject momentum 
into a broad Western and Arab effort to build a viable and 
effective opposition that would hasten the end of a stalemated 
civil war that has destabilized the Middle East. 

The announcement by President François Hollande made 
France the first Western country to fully embrace the new 
coalition, which came together this past weekend under 
Western pressure after days of difficult negotiations in Doha, 
Qatar. 

The goal was to make an opposition leadership — both 
inside and outside the country — representative of the array of 
Syrian groups pressing for the downfall of President Bashar 
al-Assad. Although Mr. Assad is increasingly isolated as his 
country descends further into mayhem and despair after 20 
months of conflict, he has survived partly because of the 
disagreements and lack of unity among his opponents. 

Throughout the conflict, the West has taken half measures 
and been reluctant to back an aggressive effort to oust Mr. 
Assad. This appears to be the first time that Western nations, 
with Arab allies, are determined to build a viable opposition 
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leadership that can ultimately function as a government. 
Whether it can succeed remains unclear. 

Mr. Hollande went beyond other Western pledges of 
support for the new Syrian umbrella rebel group, which calls 
itself the National Coalition of Syrian Revolutionary and 
Opposition Forces. But Mr. Hollande’s announcement clearly 
signaled expectations that if the group can establish political 
legitimacy and an operational structure inside Syria, creating 
an alternative to the Assad family’s four decades in power, it 
will be rewarded with further recognition, money and possibly 
weapons. 

“I announce that France recognizes the Syrian National 
Coalition as the sole representative of the Syrian people and 
thus as the future provisional government of a democratic 
Syria and to bring an end to Bashar al-Assad’s regime,” said 
Mr. Hollande, who has been one of the Syrian president’s 
harshest critics. 

As for weapons, Mr. Hollande said, France had not 
supported arming the rebels up to now, but “with the coalition, 
as soon as it is a legitimate government of Syria, this question 
will be looked at by France, but also by all countries that 
recognize this government.” 

Political analysts called Mr. Hollande’s announcement an 
important moment in the Syrian conflict, which began as a 
peaceful Arab Spring uprising in March 2011. It was harshly 
suppressed by Mr. Assad, turned into a civil war and has left 
nearly 40,000 Syrians dead, displaced about 2.5 million and 
forced more than 400,000 to flee to neighboring countries, 
according to international relief agencies. 

“It’s certainly another page of the story,” Augustus 
Richard Norton, a professor of international relations at 
Boston University and an expert on Middle East political 
history, said of the French announcement. “I think it’s 
important. But it will be much more important if other 
countries follow suit. I don’t think we’re quite there yet.” 

Some drew an analogy to France’s leading role in the 
early days of the Libyan uprising when it helped funnel aid, 
and later military support, to the rebels who had firmly 
established themselves in eastern Libya and would later topple 
Col. Muammar el-Qaddafi. But in Syria, rebels have not been 
as organized and have no hold on significant amounts of 
territory — at least not enough to create a provisional 
government that could resist Mr. Assad’s military assaults. 
The West has also refused, so far, to impose a no-fly zone 
over Syria, which was critical to the success of the Libyan 
uprising. 

Andrew J. Tabler, a Syria expert at the Washington 
Institute for Near East Policy, said that the new coalition 
would have to create a secure zone in Syria to be successful, 
and that that step would require support from the United 
States, which was instrumental in the negotiations that led to 
the group’s creation but has not yet committed to giving it full 
recognition. 

What the French have done, Mr. Tabler said, is significant 
because they have started the process of broader recognition, 
putting pressure on the group to succeed. “They’ve decided to 
back this umbrella organization and hope that it has some kind 
of political legitimacy and keep it from going to extremists,” 
he said. “It’s a gamble. The gamble is that it will stiffen the 
backs of the opposition.” 

France’s statement also was a clear reflection of 
frustration with the growing death toll and military stalemate 
in Syria. It came a week after the re-election of President 
Obama, who had clearly been unwilling to consider any 
military policy that could hurt his prospects. 

Mr. Hollande’s announcement came as the rebel 
coalition’s newly chosen leader, Sheik Ahmed Moaz al-
Khatib, a former imam of the historic Umayyad Mosque in 
Damascus and a respected figure in Syria, made a broad 
appeal to Western and Arab countries for recognition and 
military aid. Foreign ministers of the Arab League, while 
approving the new group as the “legitimate representative of 
the Syrian opposition,” have not agreed on recognizing it as a 
provisional government to replace Mr. Assad. 

France, the former colonial power in Syria, has been 
pressing for a more committed international effort to help the 
anti-Assad movement. It has pushed the United Nations 
Security Council and the United States to act more decisively 
and has promoted economic and oil sanctions against Syria, 
both in the United Nations and more successfully in the 
European Union, which had been a top consumer of Syrian 
oil. 

Under the previous center-right presidency of Nicolas 
Sarkozy, France played the leading role in organizing an 
armed intervention in Libya to save the opposition from 
Colonel Qaddafi’s forces. Working with the British, Mr. 
Sarkozy brought Washington along and helped secure a 
Security Council mandate that was interpreted as covering 
military intervention in Libya. 

Russia and China have said they felt deceived, however, 
and both have opposed a similar Council resolution on Syria. 
In addition, the Obama administration has been firmly against 
any military intervention in Syria on behalf of a more chaotic 
opposition with a larger, more visible presence of radical 
Islamic fighters from other countries. 

Still, Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton has been 
important in pressing for a newly constituted, broader Syrian 
transitional council of the kind established in Qatar on 
Sunday. 

The French have also been helping with civilian projects 
in areas of Syria held by opposition forces, working with 
locals to repair food and milk factories and to provide medical 
supplies and assistance. The idea, French officials have said, is 
to help the opposition govern and build credibility in so-called 
liberated areas. 

The recognition by France came as new fighting raged in 
Syria and international relief agencies warned that the 
humanitarian crisis there had worsened in the past few weeks. 

“People are really on the run, hiding,” said Melissa 
Fleming, the spokeswoman for the United Nations refugee 
agency in Geneva. “They are difficult to count and difficult to 
access.” 

A rebel-held Syrian village at the Turkish border, Ras al-
Ain, was bombed by Syrian aircraft for the second consecutive 
day. And tensions remained high on the armistice line between 
Syria and Israel in the Golan Heights area controlled by Israel 
since the 1967 Arab-Israeli war. Israeli tank gunners blasted a 
Syrian mobile artillery vehicle there on Monday in response to 
repeated instances of errant mortar shells landing on the Israeli 
side. 
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There were also new indications that the Syrian rebels 
were obtaining more sophisticated weapons without Western 
help. The Brown Moses blog, considered an authoritative 
source on arms used in the conflict, reported new images 
showing insurgents armed with SA-16 and SA-24 shoulder-
fired heat-seeking antiaircraft missiles, apparently captured 
from the Syrian military. Both systems are newer generations 

of weapons than rebels have been seen carrying before, and 
pose a new threat to Syrian military aircraft. 

Steven Erlanger reported from Paris, and Rick Gladstone 
from New York. Reporting was contributed by Neil 
MacFarquhar and Hwaida Saad from Beirut, Lebanon; Nick 
Cumming-Bruce from Geneva; and Richard Berry from Paris. 
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8. New Opposition Head Gives Renewed Hope To Syrians 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 13 NOV 12) ... Zeina Karam 

BEIRUT -- Syria's political opposition has struggled to 
prove its relevance amid the civil war under a leadership 
largely made up of academics and exiled politicians. With its 
relaunch as a new organization, it has taken a different tack: 
choosing as its head a popular Muslim cleric who preaches 
sectarian unity and can fire up a crowd. 

The selection of a moderate religious figure, Mouaz al-
Khatib, to head the Syrian National Coalition for Opposition 
and Revolutionary Forces is also an attempt to counter the 
growing influence of Islamic extremists in the rebellion 
against President Bashar Assad. 

While lacking in political experience, the 52-year-old 
preacher-turned-activist is described by Syrians as a man of 
the people - a modest, unifying figure who commands wide 
respect among the country's various opposition groups and 
rebels. 

A Sunni Muslim former preacher at Damascus' historic 
Ummayad Mosque, al-Khatib warned against the 
militarization of the Syrian uprising and the pitfalls of 
sectarianism very early in the conflict. 

"My brothers, we lived all our lives, Sunnis, Shiites, 
Alawites and Druse as a one- hearted community, and with us 
lived our dear brothers who follow Jesus peace be upon him," 
he told a crowd of supporters in a Damascus suburb in April 
2011, only one month into the uprising. 

"We should adhere to this bond between us and protect it 
at all times," he added, drawing in excited cries of "One, one, 
one! The Syrian people are one!" 

Twenty months into the conflict - as Syria sinks deeper in 
a civil war with increasingly deadly sectarian overtones - it is 
this message of unity and moderation that many inside and 
outside the country are hoping the new leaders can help 
convey. 

Under intense international pressure to form an opposition 
that includes representatives from the country's disparate 
factions fighting to topple Assad, the anti-government groups 
struck a deal Sunday to form the coalition headed by al-
Khatib. 

The coalition includes representatives from the main 
opposition group, the Syrian National Council, which was 
harshly criticized by many, including U.S. Secretary of State 
Hillary Rodham Clinton, for being cut off from rebels fighting 
the war on the ground and for failing to forge a cohesive and 
more representative leadership. 

The SNC itself elected a new head on Saturday - George 
Sabra, a Christian dissident who was repeatedly imprisoned by 
the Assad regime. His group holds 22 of the 60 seats in the 
coalition. 

The opposition has been deeply divided for months 
despite the relentless bloodshed and repeated calls from 

Western and Arab supporters to create a cohesive and 
representative leadership that could present a single conduit 
for foreign aid. The agreement, reached after more than a 
week of meetings in the Qatari capital of Doha, could boost 
efforts to secure international backing - and possibly weapons 
- that will be needed to oust Assad. 

Al-Khatib has appealed to foreign countries to supply 
military aid to the rebels, but unlike other opposition leader, 
he opposes foreign military intervention, saying Syrians 
should topple Assad on their own. 

Born in Damascus in 1960 to a well-known Sunni family, 
al-Khatib took the same road as his father, Sheikh Mohammed 
Abu al-Faraj al-Khatib, a former preacher and prominent 
Islamic affairs scholar. 

He studied applied geophysics and worked as an engineer 
for nearly six years at the state-run Al-Furat Petroleum Co. 
before becoming the imam of the Ummayad Mosque. In the 
1990s, he was banned by Assad's father and predecessor, 
Hafez, for sermons that were perceived to be against the 
regime. 

Unlike many of Syria's exiled opposition leaders who 
have been seen as out-of-touch, jet-setting academics, al-
Khatib is an activist who often criticized the regime even 
before the uprising began. Once it started, he was arrested and 
jailed four times on charges of supporting anti-government 
groups, before he finally fled the country in the summer of 
2011. 

"He is a man of the people, a very popular figure who is 
close to the young and knows how to talk to them," said 
Maath al-Shami, a Damascus-based activist who said he spent 
a lot of time talking to al-Khatib before and after the uprising 
began. 

"Al-Khatib has an open mind and he comes from a 
respected family. He is not a politician, but I think he is 
someone that all Syrians can rally around and trust," he added. 

At first glance, the soft-spoken, somewhat professorial al-
Khatib may not come across as a commanding figure. In 
interviews and speeches, he uses language full of metaphors 
and flowery images. Unlike many clerics who wear flowing 
robes, he wears a suit and sports a short, graying beard. 

But at anti-government rallies, al-Khatib has proved to be 
a fiery orator. 

At a protest in the Damascus suburb of Douma in April 
2011, he climbed a podium, grabbed a microphone and urged 
demonstrators to repeat after him: "Peaceful, peaceful, 
peaceful!" 

The protest was organized by a crowd mourning Sunni 
demonstrators who were said to have been killed by pro-Assad 
militiamen from the president's Alawite minority sect, an 
offshoot of Shiite Islam. Al-Khatib stressed unity among 
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Syrians and preached against hatred and sectarianism. 
Standing next to him were two prominent Alawite and 
Christian regime opponents. 

"I say to you that Alawites are closer to me than many 
other people I know," he said. "When we talk about freedom, 
we mean freedom for every single person in this country." 

Omar al-Rami, a student and rights activist who left Syria 
earlier this year, fearing arrest, said al-Khatib's election gave 
him renewed hope after months of frustration at the 
ineffectiveness of the opposition. 

"He is also someone who can influence and help rein in 
extremist groups who have hijacked our revolution," al-Rami 
said. 

Foreign fighters and Islamic extremists, including the al-
Qaida inspired Jabhat al-Nusra group, are gaining influence in 
Syria, which has discouraged the West from giving military 
aid to rebels, fearing the weapons will end up in the wrong 
hands. 

But some opposition figures believe Washington could 
give its tacit support to others funneling weapons if the new 

broad-based rebel coalition holds together and gains 
international legitimacy, winning recognition from the Arab 
League and other groups. 

In an interview with broadcaster Al-Jazeera aired 
Tuesday, al-Khatib said the international community has a 
"moral and legal" obligation to side with the united opposition 
leadership. 

He declined to say whether Qatar or Gulf allies would 
begin shipping heavy weapons to the rebels, but made clear 
that efforts to increase the rebel arsenal is a top priority. He 
suggested that rebel forces could impose their own no-fly zone 
if given heavy weapons. 

"Give them the means to defend themselves, and they will 
create their own no-fly zone," he said in fluent English. 

Al-Khatib also said he supports a tolerant, Islamic state 
that respects everyone including secular Syrians. 

"Any garden is so nice if full of flowers of all kinds," he 
added. 
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9. Israel Prepares New Missile Defense System 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 13 NOV 12) ... Lauren E. Bohn 

CARMIEL, Israel -- Israel's newest missile defense 
system, designed to provide another layer of protection against 
enemy fire, is on schedule for deployment in 2014, defense 
officials said Tuesday. 

The "David's Sling" system, named after the famous 
weapon in the biblical David and Goliath story, is part of a 
multi-layered defense against incoming rockets and missiles. 
Two of the elements are operational. 

Last year, Israel activated a system that intercepts rockets 
fired from short distances of up to 70 kilometers (50 miles). 
Israel says "Iron Dome" has shot down dozens of rockets 
launched from the Gaza Strip, including several fired over the 
past week, with 80 percent effectiveness. 

Israel has also deployed the "Arrow," a joint Israel-U.S. 
system meant to shoot down longer range missiles fired from 
Iran. The next generation of the Arrow, now in the 
development stage, is set to be deployed in 2016. 

The next generation, called the Arrow 3, will strike its 
target outside atmosphere, intercepting missiles closer to their 
launch. Together, the two Arrow systems will provide two 
chances to strike down incoming missiles. 

Israel also uses U.S.-made Patriot missile defense 
batteries against medium-range missiles. 

Israel has identified missile defense as a top priority, 
based on wartime experiences. In the first Gulf War 20 years 
ago, Iraq fired 39 Scud missiles toward Israel. Patriots failed 
to hit any of them. 

Over the past decade, militants in the Gaza Strip have 
fired thousands of rockets into Israel. Also, during a 
monthlong war in 2006, Hezbollah guerrillas in Lebanon 
launched some 4,000 rockets and missiles into the Jewish 
state. 

Israeli defense officials believe the threat is growing. 
Israel's military intelligence chief earlier this year estimated 
that 200,000 enemy missiles and rockets are aimed at Israel. 

Hamas militants in Gaza, who once produced rudimentary 
rockets on their own, now have thousands of foreign-made 
rockets capable of striking as far away as Tel Aviv, the 
military said. The Lebanese Hezbollah's arsenal is believed to 
be even more formidable, including sophisticated Iranian-
made guided missiles that can hit anywhere in Israel. 

Iran has developed missiles that can travel 2,000 
kilometers (1,200 miles), putting Israel well within its range. 
Israeli concerns have been compounded by the belief that Iran 
is also developing nuclear weapons, dismissing Iranian 
denials. 

David's Sling, developed by Israel's Rafael Advanced 
Defense Systems and U.S.-based Raytheon Co., is designed to 
intercept projectiles with ranges of up to 300 kilometers (180 
miles), said a Rafael official at the company plant in Carmiel, 
northern Israel. 

"We'll be able to intercept threats at high altitude in 
enemy territories, not exactly over Israel," said the official, 
who spoke on condition of anonymity under company 
guidelines. "We don't want it falling on us, but over the 
enemy." 

An Israeli defense official familiar with the system said it 
has passed a number of preliminary tests, but it has not yet 
undergone a live interception drill. He said it is on schedule to 
be deployed in 2014. 

Uzi Rubin, a former head of Israel's missile defense 
program, said the system will fill a "significant gap" in Israel's 
air defenses by protecting against many of the medium range 
missiles in Hezbollah and Syrian arsenals. It can also be 
deployed against low flying cruise missiles fired from longer 
distances. 

"Once we finish David's Sling and Iron Dome and the 
Arrow, then we'll have the most advanced capability available 
to give a multilayer protection to Israeli citizens," said the 
defense official, speaking on condition of anonymity because 
he was discussing classified information. 
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AFGHANISTAN: 
10. Afghans Test Lead Role In Tough Spot 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 14 NOV 12) ... Michael M. Phillips 

SANGIN, Afghanistan—Two years before the U.S. and 
its allies are to hand over security responsibilities to Kabul, the 
Marines are putting to the test the question of whether the 
Afghans can hold on to hard-won gains in this restive area of 
the country's south. 

The Marines, who last year numbered 21,000 in Helmand 
province, withdrew two-thirds of that force this summer and in 
many areas are standing back as Afghan soldiers and police 
work on their own. There are 18,000 foreign coalition forces 
in the province, compared with 30,000 during the peak of 
President Barack Obama's 2010-11 troop surge. 

The early results in Helmand are mixed. Taliban fighters 
have become more aggressive, planting bombs and setting 
ambushes in areas the Marines had largely cleared. But the 
Afghan army has added thousands of troops to the province, 
and U.S. and Afghan commanders say they have shown the 
ability to battle back—albeit with allied air, intelligence and 
medical support that they will likely soon lose. 

"In line with how they are manned and trained and 
equipped, they're absolutely holding their own and then 
some," said Brig. Gen. David Berger, commander of Marine 
ground forces in Helmand province. "That doesn't mean 
they're not taking a beating—they are where they're being 
challenged in some cases," he said. 

Afghanistan is a Balkanized country and gains in one 
province can coincide with losses in another. Helmand, 
however, is key for both sides of the conflict. It is a heartland 
of the Pashtun, who make up the core of the insurgency, and 
contains vast fields of opium poppies that finance Taliban and 
drug gangs. 

Early in the war, Helmand was the responsibility of 
British forces, who struggled to control the insurgency with 
some 10,000 troops. During the surge, the British collapsed 
into the central Helmand River Valley while new U.S. 
battalions fought for control of the southern and northern 
sections. 

Sangin District, in the northern river valley, has been 
particularly dangerous. In the four years the British were in 
charge, one in every three of their troops killed in Afghanistan 
was killed in Sangin. The first U.S. unit to serve a full seven-
month tour in Sangin, 3rd Battalion, 5th Marines, saw 25 men 
killed in action, most by roadside bombs. 

The infusion of surge troops, however, succeeded in 
driving the insurgents back and securing the main road, 
Highway 611, which runs north to the American-financed 
hydroelectric dam at Kajaki. Insurgent attacks on coalition 
forces, Afghan troops and civilians in Helmand province fell 
5% over the first nine months of the year, compared with the 
same period in 2011, according to military data. 

Such attacks fell 4% nationwide over that interval, even 
as U.S. forces in the country have been reduced to about 
68,000 from more than 100,000, according to the military. 

The military hasn't decided at what pace to withdraw the 
remaining troops; U.S. commanders hope to leave a force of 
special-operations troops even after the handover. 

Now the Marines are down to just two infantry battalions 
in Helmand, plus support units, while Afghan army and police 
in the province number some 30,000. The Afghan army last 
month moved to northern Helmand the headquarters of a 
seasoned unit, the 2nd Brigade of the 215th Corps, whose men 
now occupy 140 positions in the districts of Sangin, Kajaki, 
Musa Qala and Now Zad, a rogue's gallery of hot spots. 

In those rough areas of northern Helmand, U.S., Georgian 
and other coalition forces join Afghan forces on about half of 
the patrols, according to Lt. Col. Stewart Upton, a Marine 
spokesman. In the southern Helmand River valley, which is 
more peaceful, the Afghan troops conduct about 90% of 
missions on their own. 

"If we keep fighting for them, they're never going to pick 
up the slack," said Marine Capt. Sean Ramirez, an adviser to 
the Afghan brigade. 

The insurgents have noticed the U.S. drawdown and are 
probing for weaknesses in government forces, especially on 
the road to the dam, according to U.S. and Afghan officers. 
Military data show a summer increase in insurgent attacks in 
Helmand as the Marines flowed out of the province. 

At Forward Operating Base Nolay, the 2nd Brigade's new 
headquarters in Sangin, insurgents fire on the guards almost 
every night; and, in a brazen move, twice last month managed 
to plant roadside bombs at the entrance to the base itself, 
under the noses of Afghan soldiers standing watch. 

The first bomb damaged a U.S. armored vehicle as it 
pulled into the camp, but caused no major injuries. The 
Afghan troops, now equipped with their own explosives-
disposal unit, spotted the second bomb and destroyed it. 

"The enemy thinks [the Marines] were defeated, and now 
they will be the owners of Afghanistan," said Col. Abdul Hai 
Neshat, the Afghan brigade's executive officer, who studied in 
Soviet and U.S. war colleges. But he said Afghan government 
forces are getting stronger. "We don't believe the enemy is 
winning the war." 

The Afghan army still requires U.S. help in certain areas, 
particularly in providing air cover for ground troops, 
evacuation of the most seriously wounded and imagery from 
spy blimps, security cameras, jets and drones to monitor 
insurgent movements, according to American and Afghan 
officers. 

Gen. Berger predicted the Afghans will continue to need 
U.S. air support for at least a couple of years, but called the 
Afghan military "much more resilient" than many skeptics 
think. 

The insurgents, Col. Abdul Hai said, get support and 
shelter across the border in Pakistan. But many are locals who 
pick up a rifle one day and a hoe the next, making it hard even 
for Afghan forces to identify friend from foe. 

Col. Abdul Hai predicted that, barring a political solution 
after 2014, insurgents and government forces will continue a 
grinding war in Helmand, with the army and police focused on 
securing district centers and main roads. 

"It's a kind of war where there is no winner," he said. 
Return to Index 
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11. Poll: Most Afghans Optimistic About Future 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 14 NOV 12) ... Slobodan Lekic 

KABUL, Afghanistan -- Most Afghans believe their 
country is headed in the right direction but still worry about 
the lack of security resulting from the 11-year war, a public 
opinion survey by a major international nonprofit group said 
Wednesday. 

The poll by the San Francisco-based Asia Foundation also 
found that an overwhelming majority of Afghans back the 
government's efforts to negotiate and reconcile with armed 
insurgent groups. 

Afghan President Hamid Karzai has offered jobs and 
housing to Taliban fighters who defect and formed a High 
Peace Council to facilitate negotiations. Though officials and 
diplomats say contacts are being made with insurgent leaders, 
no formal peace talks are currently under way - mostly 
because the Taliban broke off efforts to start negotiations 
earlier this year. 

"Security continues to be the biggest indicator of both 
optimism and pessimism for Afghans, said Abdullah 
Ahmadzai, the deputy representative for Afghanistan with the 
Asia Foundation. 

Only 30 percent of respondents in the poll expressed 
sympathy for the insurgents, while nearly two-thirds said they 
did not support them. 

But when asked why the Taliban continue to fight, the 
most common reason cited was opposition to the presence of 
foreign troops in the country. Other reasons included a desire 
to gain power, illiteracy, support from Pakistan and 
corruption. 

Despite their opposition to the Taliban, many respondents 
also said they were also afraid of the troops from the U.S.-led 

NATO coalition and government's security forces. Nearly 
three-quarters said they felt fear when meeting international 
troops, while just under half said they had the same reaction 
when encountering the Afghan army or police. 

NATO has intensified training of the 352,000-strong 
Afghan police and army to help improve standards and enable 
them to operate independently after foreign combat troops 
leave the country at the end of 2014. 

The survey, which included 89 questions on a wide range 
of issues, showed that the vast majority of Afghans see 
corruption as a major problem in all facets of life and at all 
levels of governance. Nearly 80 percent of respondents said 
graft was a serious problem across the country, the report said. 

The in-person survey of 6,290 Afghans from all 34 
provinces, conducted with support from the U.S. Agency for 
International Development and other foreign agencies, had a 
margin of error of plus or minus 5.1 percent. The Asia 
Foundation's annual surveys are regularly cited by many 
groups working in Afghanistan. 

However, since the pollsters could not reach some areas 
of the country because of security concerns, Asia Foundation 
said those likely to be more pessimistic about the overall 
direction of the country were probably underrepresented in the 
survey. 

"We hope these findings will help bridge the gap in 
understanding between the international community, the 
Afghan government, and local communities - dialogue 
necessary for Afghanistan's long-term prospects," Ahmadzai 
told reporters. 
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AFRICA: 
12. U.S. Military Behind Africa News Websites 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 13 NOV 12) ... Jason Straziuso 

NAIROBI, Kenya — The website’s headlines trumpet al-
Shabab’s imminent demise and describe an American jihadist 
fretting over insurgent infighting. At first glance it appears to 
be a sleek, Horn of Africa news site. But the site — 
sabahionline.com — is run by the U.S. military. 

The site, and another one like it that centers on northwest 
Africa, is part of a propaganda effort by the U.S. military’s 
Africa Command aimed at countering extremists in two of 
Africa’s most dangerous regions — Somalia and the Maghreb. 

Omar Faruk Osman, the secretary general of the National 
Union of Somali Journalists, said Sabahi is the first website 
he’s seen devoted to countering the militants’ message. 

“We have seen portal services by al-Shabab for hate and 
for propaganda, for spreading violence. We are used to seeing 
that. In contrast we have not seen such news sites before. So it 
is something completely unique,” Osman said. 

But although he had noticed prominent articles on the site, 
which is advertising heavily on other websites, he had not 
realized it was bankrolled by U.S. military. 

The U.S. military and State Department, a partner on the 
project, say the goal of the sites is to counter propaganda from 

extremists “by offering accurate, balanced and forward-
looking coverage of developments in the region.” 

“The Internet is a big place, and we are one of many 
websites out there. Our site aims to provide a moderate voice 
in contrast to the numerous violent extremist websites,” 
Africom, as the Stuttgart, Germany-based Africa Command is 
known, said in a written statement. 

Al-Shabab and other militants have for years used 
websites to trade bomb-making skills, to show off gruesome 
attack videos and to recruit fighters. The U.S. funded websites 
— which are available in languages such as Swahili, Arabic 
and Somali — rely on freelance writers in the region. 

Recent headlines on sabahionline.com show a breadth of 
seemingly even-handed news. “Death toll in ambush on 
Kenyan police rises to 31,” one headline said. “Ugandan 
commander visits troops in Somalia,” another reads. 

Web ads for the site appear on occasion on mainstream 
websites such as YouTube, and they show a clear anti-terror 
slant. Ads showing men on the ground blindfolded or 
Somalia’s best known American jihadi, Omar Hammami, 
entice web users to click. They then access a headline like: 
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“Somalis reject al-Zawahiri’s call for violence,” referring to 
the leader of al-Qaida. 

The site, which launched in February, is slowly attracting 
readers. The military said that Sabahi averages about 4,000 
unique visitors and up to 10,000 articles read per day. The site 
clearly says under the “About” section that it is run by the 
U.S. military, but many readers may not go to that link. 

Abdirashid Hashi, a Somalia analyst for the International 
Crisis Group, said he has read articles on Sabahi, mostly 
because of advertisements on other Somali websites, but he 
also didn’t realize it was funded by the U.S. He said he has no 
issues with the U.S. government running a news site. 

“I don’t think they hide it. That’s up there. There’s an 
information war going on, so I don’t have any problem with 
that,” Hashi said. 

Osman said the articles on Sabahi are accurate and 
professional. But he said he feared that militants could attack 
writers who work for the site. Eighteen Somalis who work 
with media outlets have been killed this year, often in targeted 
killings. 

Somali writers “can lose their life for working for this 
kind of a news outlet because of the extremists who target any 
critical voice or news service,” Osman said. “The other issue 
is professionalism, because if someone is intimidated and is 
threatened all the time then he or she is reduced to self-
censorship. He or she would be afraid if he files some 
important news that he would be targeted.” 

The military said there are nine writers who work for 
Sabahi from Kenya, Tanzania, Djibouti and Somalia. The 

other site — magharebia.com — concentrates on Libya, 
Algeria, Morocco and Mauritania. 

Africom says the websites are part of a larger project that 
costs $3 million to pay for reporting, editing, translating, 
publishing, IT costs and overhead. It believes the project is 
paying dividends. 

“The fact that we have seen an increase in website traffic 
is good news alone. The website’s readers provide a 
significant number of comments on a regular basis, which 
often reflect their growing frustration and anger with extremist 
organizations in the region. Those comments are one indicator 
of a positive effect,” Africom said. 

Seth Jones, the associate director of the International 
Security and Defense Policy Center at the Rand Corporation 
think tank in Washington, said a significant part of the 
struggle with extremist groups such as al-Shabab is 
ideological and is a battle for the hearts and minds of local 
populations. 

“Based on this reality, the U.S. and other governments 
should be involved in countering extremist messages on 
websites and other forms of social media. After all, every 
Arab government provides substantial money to television, 
radio, print media and Internet sites,” Jones said. 

“They key question for the United States is gauging 
whether locals view these kinds of news sites as legitimate 
sources of information and read them. If not, it’s worth asking: 
Is the United States getting a bang for its buck?” 
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RUSSIA: 
13. Frosty Relations With Russia Begin To Thaw After Obama’s Re-Election 
(NEW YORK TIMES 14 NOV 12) ... Ellen Barry 

MOSCOW — A bizarre sight appeared on Russia’s state-
controlled Channel One last week, shortly after it became 
clear that President Obama would go on to a second term. It 
was the United States ambassador to Moscow, Michael A. 
McFaul, sitting in a comfortable chair beside a late-night talk 
show host, being treated like an honored guest. 

In a political culture that runs on signals, this one was not 
hard to read. When Mr. McFaul arrived in Moscow in mid-
January, he was met by a Bronx cheer from Russian television 
— most notably a segment that ran on Channel One’s prime 
time newscast, titled “Specialist in Revolution,” that accused 
Mr. McFaul of having been sent to Moscow to topple the 
government of Vladimir V. Putin. The cozy days of the “reset” 
were evidently over. 

But an abrupt change in tone set in last week, muting the 
anti-American talk that began 11 months ago, when Mr. Putin 
first accused the State Department of stirring up protests 
against his rule. The shift has been acutely felt in the United 
States Embassy, which, as relations foundered over the past 
year, found that senior Russian businesspeople regularly 
refused invitations. 

By contrast, a Tuesday luncheon at Mr. McFaul’s 
residence was attended by a half-dozen major entrepreneurs 
and industrialists. 

There is no doubt about it: a channel of communication 
has opened between Moscow and Washington, at least for a 

while. It suggests, first, that the Russian authorities were 
deeply relieved that Mitt Romney did not win, and, second, 
that in Russia, story lines can be changed and harsh language 
switched off when there are deals to be made. 

“It’s the same pattern, both here and in the U.S. — the 
election campaign is a period when any rational discussion is 
absolutely out of the question,” said Fyodor Lukyanov, editor 
of Russia in Global Affairs. “Both sides know that the election 
campaign is something special. So you don’t need to pay 
special attention to what has been said.” 

Mr. Putin takes a pragmatic approach in his dealings with 
the United States, a fact underlined by the record of the last 
year. He cast domestic political opposition as largely the work 
of the State Department and its hirelings. Then he took steps 
to institutionalize the distrust of foreigners, like a law 
requiring nonprofit groups receiving overseas financing to 
identify themselves as “foreign agents,” and expanding the 
legal definition of treason to include assisting international 
organizations. 

But around the same period, at the risk of irritating voters 
during a tense presidential campaign, he agreed to let NATO 
use a Russian airfield as a logistics hub for moving troops and 
cargo into Afghanistan. Mr. Obama has done his own 
balancing act with the reset policy, which “delinked” 
American protests over Russia’s human rights record from 
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bilateral efforts on Afghanistan, Iran and nuclear 
nonproliferation. 

This worked well in 2009, when Dmitri A. Medvedev, 
then Russia’s president, was introducing cautious reforms. But 
a new round of cooperation will occur against a more 
contentious background, as Russia enforces restrictive new 
laws and begins criminal prosecutions of political activists. 

“This continued delinkage is going to be put to the test,” 
said Samuel Charap, a senior fellow at the International 
Institute for Strategic Studies. “It’s not going to be as 
politically possible.” 

Though the list of bilateral projects is thinner than it was 
four years ago, Russia is in the position to provide Mr. Obama 
with something fundamental to his desired legacy: a deep 
second round of nuclear cuts. United States negotiators argue 
that Russia has an interest in trimming its aging stockpile, in 
part because it is investing trillions of rubles in modernizing 
its nuclear forces. 

So far, the Russian side has said it will discuss cuts only if 
it has a guarantee that a planned European missile defense 
system would not be so extensive as to eliminate Moscow’s 
nuclear deterrent. But Mr. Charap, who recently left the State 
Department, said Russian language had been softening. 

“I think they are waiting for us to put something on the 
table,” he said. “And waiting for the boss to opine.” 

Mr. Putin has asked for a personal meeting with Mr. 
Obama, and in a telephone conversation on Tuesday, Mr. 
Obama accepted his invitation to visit Russia, the Kremlin 
announced. It will be the third meeting between the two, and 
— at least for Mr. Putin — a pivotal one. Their relationship 
got off to a sour start in 2009, when Mr. Obama publicly 
praised Mr. Medvedev at Mr. Putin’s expense, saying Mr. 
Putin “has one foot in the old ways of doing business and one 

foot in the new.” In May, Mr. Putin stayed home from the 
Group of 8 summit meeting, which Mr. Obama had promoted 
as an opportunity “to spend time” with the Russian leader. 

Mr. Putin was said to be disappointed by the Western 
reaction to his decision to return to the presidency last year, 
and by Washington’s criticism of Russia’s handling of 
antigovernment protests, which was seen, an official said, “not 
to be very loyal.” But analysts say he has a healthy respect for 
Mr. Obama, in part because of what happened at their first 
meeting: Mr. Obama listened quietly to his litany of 
complaints about United States policy and went on to overhaul 
missile defense plans in Europe, said Dmitri V. Trenin, 
director of the Carnegie Moscow Center. 

“I do not think that Obama’s rather reserved nature is an 
obstacle to forming a solid — but not buddy-type — 
relationship,” he said. “For Putin, the key to a lasting 
relationship is: you promise something, you deliver.” 

For now, Moscow will simply have to adjust to the new 
friendliness. Mr. McFaul has been busy this week saying 
thank you — to the Ministry of Emergencies, which has 
pledged to deliver 27 tons of blankets for victims of Hurricane 
Sandy, and to television viewers who wrote to compliment 
him on his late-night talk-show appearance. 

It would be a good idea to enjoy the honeymoon, said Mr. 
Lukyanov, the editor of Russia in Global Affairs. He noted 
that in the post-Soviet era, Russian and American leaders have 
made it something of a postelection ritual to turn over a new 
leaf. But it never lasts, he said. 

“If we look at the relationship since 1991, it’s the same 
cycle all the time, between kind words and inspiration and 
deep crisis,” Mr. Lukyanov said. “Yeltsin, Clinton, Bush, 
Putin, Obama, it’s the same pattern.” 
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ALLIED NAVIES: 
14. France, U.K. Could Partner For Anti-Ship Missile 
(DEFENSE NEWS 12 NOV 12) ... Andrew Chuter and Pierre Iran 

LONDON and PARIS - Britain has offered to fund the 
start of a delayed Anglo-French program to develop a new 
helicopter-borne anti-ship missile in order to avoid the 
collapse of the 2010 defense treaty between the two nations. 

Under the British proposal, London will provide front-end 
funding of the Future Air-Surface Guided Weapon (FASGW) 
(Heavy) missile, with France paying its share of the total 
development cost at the back end of the 400 million euro 
($510,000) program. The existing plan calls for both sides to 
fund the program simultaneously. 

France calls its version of the weapon Anti-Navire Leger, 
or light anti-ship missile. 

People familiar with the proposal say the missile's delay 
means it might not be ready in time to meet the in-service date 
of the maritime version of the new Wildcat helicopter, 
scheduled to be operational with the Royal Navy in early 
2015. London is applying "gentle, firm and unrelenting 
pressure to help France make the right decision for the long 
term," one British defense official said. 

British authorities see the missile program as the "first 
and only step on a corporatist basis" to a bilateral industrial 
rationalization, he said. 

If France opts out, it could undermine British confidence 
in co-operation, with political and industrial consequences, the 
official said. The other major weapons development program 
being pursued by the two sides — a possible jointly developed 
medium-altitude, long-endurance UAV — is also proceeding 
at a slow pace. 

French and U.K defense ministers discussed the FASGW 
(Heavy) program's fate during a meeting late last month. 

That meeting followed a French parliamentary finance 
committee rejection of an attempt to provide 10 million euros 
net year to launch the program, parliamentary records show. 

Member of Parliament Francois Comut-Gentille proposed 
an amendment to the 2013 defense budget, arguing that France 
needed to show commitment to cooperating with Britain under 
the 2010 Lancaster House Treaty. 

"If we renounce the FASGW (Heavy) program, we won't 
have a program in this area," he said. 

The French share of the FASGW (Heavy) program was 
35 million euros to 40 million euros a year for five years, 
Cornut-Gentille said in the committee meeting. Costs would 
double if France waited two or three years before starting 
development, he said. 
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London has made it clear it would look to the U.S. for an 
alternative if Paris fails to commit next year, he said. 
"Financial virtue meets with diplomatic interest," he said. 

The French don't have a requirement to equip their NH90 
helicopters with a missile until 2020, so the program is not 
seen as a priority for the defense minister, French MP Jean 
Lau nay said in the committee meeting. 

"Any decision on the anti-ship missile has to be taken in 
the context of the defense white paper," a spokesman for the 
Direction Generale de 1'Armement procurement office said 
Nov. 8. 

The white paper, which will reset strategic objectives, is 
due by the end of the year. 

If Comut-Gentille's amendment had been approved, funds 
would be needed in following years, pre-empting the outcome 
of the defense white paper. 

The amendment proposed using money from the budget 
for military colleges, including the elite Ecole Polytechnique, 
and the defense diplomacy network. 

Committee Chairman Pierre-Alain Muet voted against the 
amendment; he said the missile program was premature and he 
disliked the idea of taking funds from the colleges, particularly 
the Polytechnique. Muet is an economics professor at the 
Polytechnique. 

'The U.K. understands [French Defense Minister Jean-
Yves Le Drian's position. He wants the full picture before he 
commits," the British official said. 

The French Navy has never had the type of capability 
FASGW (Heavy) would provide. Given the financial 
strictures, the Navy wants to preserve capabilities it already 
has. 

But London sees a "domino effect" if Paris walks away 
from the FASGW (Heavy). 

Asked if Britain had put a funding deal on the table to 
help smooth out French budget problems, a U.K Defence 
Ministry spokeswoman said: "We remain committed to 

procuring a weapon for the Wildcat helicopter with France. 
Having successfully completed the assessment phase, MBDA 
[is] now ready to proceed to the demonstration and 
manufacture stages." 

The British see FASGW (Heavy) linked to the planned 
midlife upgrade to the MBDA Storm Shadow/Scalp cruise 
missile and other potential complex weapons program. 

The missile industry restructuring under the "One 
Complex Weapons" plan being pursued by missile maker 
MBDA would be delayed probably until 2015, the British 
official said. 

MBDA — which is jointly owned by BAE Systems, 
EADS and Finmeccanica — declined to comment 

Delays to the FASGW (Heavy) program have potential 
military consequences for the British. A replacement for the 
aging Sea Skua missile, FASGW (Heavy) is planned to 
enterservice onboard the Royal Navy's variant of the 
AgustaWestland Wildcat helicopter now in the final stages of 
development. Wildcat is on schedule to be delivered to the 
British Army in 2014, followed a year later by the Navy's first 
surface combatant maritime rotorcraft variant. 

The Royal Navy is scheduled to arm its Wildcats first 
with the FASGW (Heavy) followed by a much smaller Thales 
UK weapon known as the lightweight multirole 
missile.(LMM) to fulfill the FASGW (Light) requirement. 

Sources familiar with the weapons programs said that 
because of the delays, the British were considering leading 
with the LMM. The first LMMs are expected to be delivered 
next year. 

Israeli-developed Spike missiles, MBDA's own maritime 
version of the Brimstone and other potential suppliers are 
among the options being looked at as a backstop if FASGW 
(Heavy) runs into deeper problems, two sources said. 

The British MoD spokeswoman said it was "premature to 
speculate about unilateral or other alternative action at this 
stage." 
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WHITE HOUSE: 
15. Shaping A Security Team, Obama's Challenge Deepens 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 13 NOV 12) ... Ben Feller 

WASHINGTON — Barely a week after winning re-
election, President Barack Obama suddenly confronts a 
deepening challenge in assembling a new national security 
team, his task complicated by a scandal that has cost him a 
CIA chief and raised doubts about his Afghanistan war 
commander. 

Hard questions from Congress, potentially bitter 
confirmation hearings and a scandal of infidelity and 
inappropriate emails are suddenly shaping the fight ahead. The 
White House portrayed a president focused on the economy 
and confident in his military and intelligence leadership, but 
clearly not thrilled. 

When asked if the personnel troubles were an unwelcome 
distraction, presidential spokesman Jay Carney said: "I 
certainly wouldn't call it welcome." 

Obama was already expecting to have to replace his chief 
diplomat, Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton, and 
perhaps his defense secretary, Leon Panetta. Those two alone - 
plus Treasury Secretary Timothy Geithner, who is also leaving 

- help shape Obama's thinking and represent him before the 
world. 

Now Obama is without his CIA director, David Petraeus, 
the once acclaimed military general in Iraq and Afghanistan 
who resigned in disgrace last week over an extramarital affair. 

The details of that scandal keep expanding Tuesday, 
including the revelation that the top U.S. commander in 
Afghanistan, Gen. John Allen, is under investigation by the 
Pentagon for potentially inappropriate communications with 
another woman in the case. That, in turn, has frozen Allen's 
nomination to be the next commander of U.S. European 
Command and the commander of NATO forces in Europe, 
which casts more doubt about a military leadership in which 
each move affects another. 

"It's a hard moment for the administration," said Joshua 
Rovner, an associate professor of strategy and policy at the 
U.S. Naval War College in Rhode Island. "It certainly wasn't 
expected, but if anything good comes out of it, they do have a 
chance to take a long, hard look at strategy." 
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He noted that Petraeus had taken on such revered status 
for his military career that he won confirmation as CIA chief 
with little scrutiny. 

Even beyond the surprise difficulties, Obama could have 
trouble with the rest of his high-stakes turnover. 

When Clinton leaves, a favorite to replace her is Susan 
Rice, an Obama loyalist who serves as U.S. ambassador to the 
United Nations. She could face a bruising confirmation 
hearing given that she was the first face of the administration's 
maligned explanation of the fatal attack on the U.S. consulate 
in Benghazi, Libya. 

"She's clearly going to have a little more difficult time 
than she would have if she hadn't gone out on all those talk 
shows," said Sen. Jon Kyl, R-Ariz., the second-ranking Senate 
Republican. Kyl is retiring at year's end and likely would not 
get a vote on Rice, but he said: "As of right now, I wouldn't 
support her." 

Sen. Marco Rubio, R-Fla., said Rice could have a difficult 
time winning confirmation, although he didn't take a position. 

"I'm concerned about the fact that she went on Sunday 
shows and said it was the product of a spontaneous uprising as 
opposed to a terrorist attack. Why did they wait so long to 
publicly ...change their position on it? I think she'd have to 
answer questions about that, no doubt about it." 

Some of Rice's key advocates predict Republican 
lawmakers would not have the inclination or the votes to try to 
block Obama from appointing the State Department chief he 
wants. Yet others expect her confirmation hearing to be 
contentious and are wary of picking that fight at the start of 
the second term. 

The other top candidate for the State job is Sen. John 
Kerry of Massachusetts, who is expected to be confirmed 
easily by his chamber colleagues. His departure from the 
Senate, though, could potentially cost Obama's party a seat by 

creating an opening for the man who just lost the other Senate 
seat, Scott Brown. 

The idea of Kerry as defense secretary, which has also 
been floated, is not one that he has expressed an interest in, 
according to people close to him. 

For Obama, the post-election period was intended to 
focus on starting to enact the economic agenda at the core of 
his re-election bid. He and Congress are in the hunt for elusive 
compromise before Jan. 1 if they are to avoid a huge package 
of tax increases and spending cuts that could derail the 
economic recovery. 

Obama is, in fact, pursuing that course. But a story 
involving sex, resignations, national security and 
congressional oversight has a way of grabbing attention. 

Carney, the president's spokesman, characterized the 
cases of Petraeus and Allen as individual matters that reflected 
no broader theme or challenge. 

"I really would ask you to not extrapolate broadly," 
Carney told reporters. "The president has great confidence in 
the military, great confidence in his commanders, and will 
continue to have that confidence." 

That expression of confidence extends to Allen, which is 
significant given the state of America's longest war. Allen is 
due soon to give Panetta a recommendation on the pace of 
U.S. troop withdrawals in 2013; about 68,000 U.S. troops are 
still serving in a war that is on pace to continue until the end 
of 2014. 

How long Panetta himself will lead the defense agency is 
yet another unknown for Obama. The Pentagon chief Panetta 
recently has indicated a willingness to stay on for at least some 
of Obama's second-term. 

When asked whether he would rule out staying for all of 
Obama's second term, Panetta said: "Who the hell knows?" 

Associated Press writers Donna Cassata, Julie Pace and 
Bradley Klapper contributed to this story. 
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PETRAEUS INQUIRY: 
16. Ethics Questions Reach Top Echelons Of Military 
(USA TODAY 14 NOV 12) ... Tom Vandenbrook 

WASHINGTON — Three of the U.S. military's most 
senior leaders are embroiled in ethics scandals, a black eye for 
an institution that prides itself on integrity. 

The latest, Marine Gen. John Allen, the top commander in 
Afghanistan, is under investigation for more than 20,000 
pages of material, including e-mails sent to Jill Kelley, the 
woman involved in the scandal that led David Petraeus to 
resign as CIA director. Allen succeeded Petraeus in Kabul. 

The two did not appear to have a romantic relationship, 
said a senior Pentagon official who spoke Tuesday on 
condition of anonymity because of the investigation. Military 
law makes adultery illegal. An Associated Press report 
Tuesday morning called the e-mails "flirtatious." 

Allen is married and has children. 
Experts speculate that these alleged lapses may stem from 

the sense of entitlement in the upper reaches that exists not 
just in the armed services. 

"It's an old narrative that those at the top often become 
poisoned by their power," said Peter Singer, director of the 
21st Century Defense Initiative at the Brookings Institution. 

"We've unfortunately seen the same thing in business, politics, 
sports, etc. on a regular basis. The difference is, I guess, we've 
come to expect the worst in these other once respected 
institutions, sadly even in the church." 

Michael O'Hanlon, a military analyst also at the 
Brookings Institution, advised caution in assessing Allen's 
case and drawing any larger conclusions about military 
leadership. 

"I remain strongly of the view that Gen. Allen is innocent 
until proven guilty -- and I am of the view that he probably 
isn't guilty of anything at all," O'Hanlon said. "Let's learn a 
little more before even fashioning hypotheses." 

Two other members of the top brass face ethics probes of 
their own. 

Adm. James Stavridis, head of European Command, was 
criticized last week in a Pentagon inspector general's report 
that cited his use of military aircraft for personal business, 
including a trip to a Burgundy wine-tasting society. 

This year, Army Gen. William "Kip" Ward, head of U.S. 
Africa Command, was hammered by another inspector 
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general's report for lavish travel and improper use of military 
transportation and staff. The report said Ward and his wife had 
staff pick up their laundry and do their shopping. 

On Tuesday, a senior U.S. official said that Defense 
Secretary Leon Panetta has stripped Ward of a star, which 
means that he will retire as a three-star lieutenant general, and 
that he will repay the government $82,000. The official spoke 
on condition of anonymity because the official was not 
authorized to discuss a personnel matter. 

Allen is one of the military's star officers. He gained 
prominence in Iraq in 2007 as a deputy commander in what 
was then the restive province of Anbar. Marines there helped 
tame the insurgency. 

It was Allen whose disclosures to USA TODAY about the 
success of Mine Resistant Ambush Protected trucks in 
protecting troops from roadside bombs caught the attention of 
then-Defense secretary Robert Gates, who made them the 
Pentagon's top priority. 

Allen quickly ascended the upper ranks of the military 
and beginning in 2008 spent three years based in Tampa as 
deputy commander of Central Command. 

Tampa is also Kelley's home, where she acted as an 
unpaid social liaison to the military. 

Allen had been scheduled for a Senate confirmation 
hearing this week for his new post: succeeding Stavridis as 
chief of European Command. That hearing has been 
postponed at the request of Panetta and the White House. 
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PERSONNEL: 
17. 11 Sailors On Norfolk Ship Dismissed For Using Spice 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 13 NOV 12) ... Mike Hixenbaugh 

NORFOLK -- Eleven Sailors aboard the amphibious 
assault ship Wasp are being discharged from the Navy for 
using the synthetic drug Spice. At least two others on the 
Norfolk-based ship face similar charges, according to a Navy 
spokesman. 

The Sailors, who range in rank from seaman to petty 
officer 2nd class, were not identified by name. They were 
swept up in an investigation launched in October after a crew 
member reported finding the banned substance in a work area 
aboard the ship. 

The Navy released details about the investigation Tuesday 
following inquiries by The Virginian-Pilot. The Wasp returned 
to Norfolk Naval Station on Monday after assisting with 
Hurricane Sandy relief efforts in New York and New Jersey. 

The Sailors are the latest of hundreds dismissed in recent 
years for Spice, a synthetic drug that mimics the high from 

smoking marijuana. Its use has grown among the ranks in part 
because it doesn’t show up in drug screens. In April, 13 
Sailors aboard the destroyer Mahan were kicked out for Spice. 

The Navy has taken a hard-line, zero-tolerance policy 
against synthetic drug use. Each Sailor on the Wasp attended 
an educational session on Spice use and was required to sign a 
document acknowledging they had been informed of the 
consequences, said Lt. Cmdr. Bill Urban, a spokesman for 
Naval Surface Force Atlantic. 

The two Sailors still awaiting non-judicial disciplinary 
action are accused of possessing 2C-I, another increasingly 
popular synthetic drug known as “smiles,” Urban said. 

The investigation is ongoing, Urban said. The Sailors 
were disciplined before the ship embarked on its humanitarian 
mission to New York, he said. 
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18. After Delay, Senate Passes Veterans’ COLA 
(NAVY TIMES 13 NOV 12) ... Rick Maze 

By voice vote and with no apologies for unnecessary 
hand-wringing, the Senate passed a bill that provides 4 million 
veterans and survivors a 1.7 percent cost-of-living increase 
effective Dec. 1. 

The measure now goes to the White House for President 
Obama’s signature. 

The bill providing the COLA, HR 4114, had been left at 
the side of the legislative road in September when Congress 
took a break for the elections because of a still unexplained 
objection to the measure, which simply provides the same 
increase in disability and survivor benefits that automatically 
would occur for Social Security recipients and military 
retirees. 

When Congress failed to pass the COLA bill Sept. 22, 
there was pre-election squabbling over the risk that the bill 
might not pass in time for the increase to first appear in 
January paychecks, as is customary. 

That talk was fueled by a statement from the Veterans 
Affairs Department that if Congress didn’t act by Nov. 13, VA 
might not have time to adjust its payroll mechanism. VA later 
revised the processing time, saying veterans would be paid as 
long as Congress acted by early December and as long as it 
was an across-the-board increase. 

Congress has resisted making the veterans’ COLA 
automatic because passing the measure each year gives 
lawmakers a way to tout their support for veterans in their re-
election campaigns. 

A freshman lawmaker, Rep. Jon Runyan, R-N.J., House 
Veterans’ Affairs Committee’s disability assistance panel, has 
proposed legislation to make veterans’ compensation 
automatically increase at the same time as Social Security, 
without the need for congressional involvement. His proposal 
passed the veterans’ committee this year but has not passed 
the full House and seems unlikely to become law before the 
current session of Congress ends. 
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19. Holes Revealed In Pentagon's Medals Database 
More than 60 Silver Star medals awarded since 2001 aren't listed, critics say 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 13 NOV 12) ... Jeanette Steele 

The Pentagon’s valor website, which debuted in July to 
address public concern about false claims of heroism, is 
nowhere near complete for the medals it advertises to list. 

Rep. Duncan Hunter, R-Alpine, and the curator behind 
the Military Times Hall of Valor website are calling attention 
to the omissions, saying the patchy nature of the posted 
information is a “disservice” and shows a lack of attention to 
history. 

There are 62 Army Silver Star awards missing from 
valor.defense.gov, according to Doug Sterner, the longtime 
chronicler of military medal records whose vast database was 
purchased by MilitaryTimes.com in 2008. 

Some of the missing medal recipients are so well know 
that military buildings and a post office have been named for 
them. Two are buried at Arlington National Cemetery with 
silver stars marking their headstones, Sterner said. 

A Navy Cross, the second-highest honor available to 
Sailors and Marines, is also absent on the Pentagon’s site. 
Marine Lance Cpl. Dominic Esquibel, attached to Camp 
Pendleton’s 1st Marine Division, was awarded the medal for 
saving teammates in a November 2004 firefight in Iraq. 

Hunter has been calling out the Army for slipshod 
handling of records since October, when a private contractor 
inadvertently posted a list of Army medal earners that 
included Social Security numbers. That mistake revealed that 
the Army’s list of Silver Star recipients from Iraq and 
Afghanistan was nine names longer than the Pentagon’s online 
version. 

Since then, Hunter – a Marine officer who served in Iraq 
and Afghanistan – has become critical of the Pentagon’s 
database, as well. 

“The department's awards list is intended to recognize and 
honor those whose actions are worthy of our military's highest 
valor awards,” Hunter said, in a written statement this week. 

“The fact that the website is not updated, even as awards 
are still being given … is a disservice to the men and women 
it's meant to honor." 

A Pentagon spokeswoman said she couldn’t address the 
62 missing Silver Stars, but said her office tries to update the 
valor website on a timely basis. 

“As the awards are presented, the services review for 
website posting,” said Eileen Lainez of the Secretary of 
Defense’s office, in an email to U-T San Diego. 

“Upon service submission and (Defense) Department 
review, the lists are then forwarded to appropriate personnel to 
update the website.” 

The Pentagon has said since the beginning that its list will 
never be a full record, because awards from classified 
missions won’t be listed. A service member can also ask to 
have his or her name removed from the online database. 

Sterner and Hunter expressed doubt that so many 
omissions could be due to the awards being classified. 

After years of saying it wasn’t practical, the Pentagon 
launched the medal archive in response to a June U.S. 
Supreme Court decision that knocked down what was known 
as the “stolen valor” law. 

The 2006 legislation had made it illegal to lie about 
earning high military medals, even if no monetary fraud was 
involved. A 6-3 Supreme Court ruling invalidated the law, 
saying it violated the First Amendment’s protection of free 
speech. 

The Pentagon’s medal website includes information on 
recipients of the Medal of Honor, the Navy and Air Force 
Crosses and the Army’s Distinguished Service Cross. The 
Silver Star was added Sept. 25. 

The site doesn’t provide any medal citations, which are 
detailed written descriptions of the heroism being recognized. 

San Diego veterans have expressed disappointment with 
the Pentagon’s effort, saying that the public deserves to be 
able to celebrate true war heroes and debunk fakers. 

Sterner said he is particularly troubled by the omission of 
Silver Stars awarded posthumously. A living medal earner 
might realize the error and ask for it to be corrected, he said. 

“Who is there to advocate for those who are deceased? 
They may be lost to history,” said Sterner, who with his wife 
compiled the medals database as a labor of love for a decade 
before it was purchased by Military Times. 

“It’s bad enough to miss any hero, but a hero who gave 
his life? It bugs me especially.” 
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AVIATION / DRONES: 
20. Lockheed Told It Must Put F-35’s Success Over Profit 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 13 NOV 12) ... Tony Capaccio 

Lockheed Martin Corp. executives must put improving 
performance of the F-35 fighter, the Pentagon’s costliest 
program, over immediate profit, the military’s purchasing 
chief said. 

“We want to know that when they come to us with an 
initiative or proposed solution to a problem that it’s motivated 
by the welfare of the program” and not “focused on a short- 
term business goal they are trying to accomplish,” Frank 
Kendall, undersecretary of defense for acquisition, told 
reporters today at the Pentagon. 

The company is in the midst of prolonged negotiations 
with the Pentagon on orders for the fifth batch of F-35s, and 
the program has faced cost overruns and testing delays. 
Kendall said today the resignation Nov. 9 of Lockheed’s 
incoming chief executive officer, Christopher Kubasik, 
because of a relationship with a subordinate won’t hurt the 
company’s dealings with the Pentagon. 

“Lockheed has dealt with the situation appropriately” as 
it’s an internal matter, he said. “We are adult professionals. 
We come to things with our own business perspectives and we 
can meet and work out deals. This stuff isn’t personal.” 
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Marillyn Hewson, a Lockheed employee for three decades 
who was selected to take over as CEO in January instead of 
Kubasik, has a reputation as a “capable professional, and I am 
looking forward to working with her,” Kendall said. 

Lockheed was the Pentagon’s biggest contractor in the 
government’s fiscal year that ended Sept. 30, 2011, with $36.4 
billion in direct, or prime, awards, according to a Bloomberg 
Government study on the top 200 contractors. 

‘Worst’ Relationship 
Buying a planned inventory of 2,443 F-35s for the Air 

Force, Navy and Marine Corps is now estimated to cost 
$395.7 billion, a 70 percent increase since Bethesda, 
Maryland-based Lockheed won the contract in late 2001. 

The deputy head of the Pentagon’s F-35 program, Air 
Force Major General Christopher Bogdan, said in September 
his office’s relationship with Lockheed had deteriorated to 
“the worst I’ve ever seen.” 

Bogdan was referring to the communications between 
Lockheed and the program office, Kendall said. 

“Lockheed has seemed to them to be focused on short-
term business goals, and we’d like to see them focused more 
on execution of program and successful delivery of the 
product,” Kendall said. 

Eighty-two percent of the company’s $46.5 billion in 
revenue last year came from the U.S. government, mostly 
from the Defense Department, according to the company’s 
annual report. 

Work on the F-35 “is progressing very well,” Hewson 
said yesterday on a conference call with analysts. 

“We are going to meet our commitments this year on 
delivering the aircraft that we’ve committed to” and “we’ll 
continue to be very much engaged.” 

“We won’t miss a beat on F-35,” she said. 
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21. Northrop Grumman Marks Construction Of Navy's First Operational Triton In Moss Point 
(MISSISSIPPI PRESS (PASCAGOULA) 13 NOV 12) ... April M. Havens 

MOSS POINT, Mississippi -- Northrop Grumman 
Aerospace today marked construction of its first operational 
fuselage for the Navy's MQ-4C Broad Area Maritime 
Surveillance program. 

The company's 70-employee Unmanned Systems Center 
in Moss Point has already built several of the Triton fuselages 
for testing, but Tuesday marked the construction of the first 
fuselage that will go inside a fleet MQ-4C. 

The fuselage celebrated Tuesday will go inside a Triton 
that will be delivered in October 2014, leaders said. After 
Moss Point constructs the fuselage, it will be sent to Palmdale, 
Calif., for final assembly. 

The MQ-4C BAMS -- unmanned aerial vehicles the Navy 
will use for surveillance -- are based on the Air Force's RQ-4B 
Global Hawk drone, which also began life at the Moss Point 
facility near Trent Lott International Airport. 

The Navy's version of the drone has a 130-foot wingspan 
and is equipped with a multi-function active-sensor radar 
system, which is mounted on a pedestal at the bottom of the 
aircraft to offer a 360-degree view. 

The Triton will be able to cover more than 2.7 million 
square miles in a single mission, company leaders said, with a 
range of 2,000 nautical miles. 

Navy officials have said the UAVs will use one-tenth of 
the fuel and 25 percent less manpower than manned 
surveillance options. 

They can go up to 11.3 miles high for a better view for up 
to 24 hours, compared to only about 25,000 feet in a manned 
P-3 Orion aircraft. 

In conjunction with the P-8A Poseidon, the Triton will 
replace the aging P-3 aircraft, said Steve Enewold, Northrop's 
vice president and manager of the BAMS Unmanned Aircraft 
System. 

"It's a very important capability for the Navy," he said, 
noting it'll be an eye in the sky for drug smuggling, 
counterinsurgency and a variety of other missions. 

Northrop's $2 billion BAMS contract, first awarded in 
April 2008, included research and development and 
construction of two test vehicles and three fleet vehicles. 

The three operational vehicles represent about $280 
million of that contract. 

The Navy has plans for 68 of the aircraft, Enewold said, 
and Northrop will build them all. There's also international 
interest, particularly from Australia. 

The project represents "the next step in building the high-
altitude, long-endurance capability for the Navy," Enewold 
said. 

For Moss Point, he said, it represents a "steady stream of 
production," with the potential to add jobs down the road. 

Jackson County Economic Development Foundation 
Director George Freeland said the center's growing product 
line and success is important for all of Jackson County. 

"There's a lot going on in aerospace in our own 
backyard," he said. "The success here is validation -- for the 
workforce, the community and Jackson County as a whole -- 
that we can compete for aerospace industry. 

"This can only bode well for us," he said with a smile. 
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SURFACE FLEET: 
22. Different Missions Might Await New USN Amphib 
(DEFENSE NEWS 12 NOV 12) ... Christopher P. Cavas 

U.S. amphibious warfare ships often have been pressed 
into a variety of roles beyond those of carrying Marines and 
their gear and taking part in beach assaults. Now, the design of 

the Navy's next amphib might itself be adapted to different 
missions and requirements. 

That's the thinking behind a recent decision to change the 
name of the next amphibious ship program from LSD(X) — 
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representing a replacement for today's landing ship docks — 
to LX(R), reflecting a ship that can be adapted to even more 
roles. 

"It's an effort by the Navy to not confine themselves to 
looking at a ship configured just for amphibious work," said 
one knowledgeable source. 

"It gives you the option to look at everything," said Cmdr. 
George Doyon of the service's Amphibious Warfare Branch. 
"LSD(X) kind of narrowed the focus. Changing the name 
opens up the aperture." 

Plans now call for ordering the first 11 ships of the new 
type in 2019, but the Navy is nearly ready to begin the 
analysis of alternatives (AoA) process to determine the 
requirements for the ship and how best to meet them. 

The baseline for the ships is drawn by the existing LSD 
41 Whidbey Island and LSD 49 Harpers Ferry-class ships, 
Doyon said. 

"The AoA is going to do lots of excursions and vignettes 
off of that to look at the full spectrum, of what is it we want as 
a service for that replacement to be," he said during a Nov. 9 
interview. 

Options range from the low end of ships with current LSD 
capability, he said, to that of the LPD 17 San Antonio-class 
amphibious transport docks, which carry more troops and 
aircraft than an LSD, but fewer vehicles or small landing 
cram,. 

Asked if there were any specific designs being 
considered, Doyon demurred. 

"We've seen all kinds of art from industry," he said, "but 
we haven't even defined our requirements yet. I can't comment 
on industry proposals because we haven't even defined what 
our requirement is." 

One industry idea that has been quietly put forth is an 
"LPD 17 Flight II" concept from Huntington Ingalls, which 
builds all the Navy's amphibious ships. 

A Flight l7 handout shows a ship with about 3,000 tons 
cut out of the 25,000-ton LPD 17 design, eliminating the 
bigger ship's aircraft hangar, large enclosed masts and 
reducing the superstructure. 

"As we are a shipbuilder, our job is not to identify 
requirements but to build what the Navy requires to execute 
their missions," Bill Glenn, a spokesman for the shipbuilder, 
wrote in an email. "By making some changes to the basic LPD 
design we believe that we can offer the Navy a very robust 
platform that can perform amphibious warfare missions, 
maintain Level 2 survivability for our Sailors and Marines and 
reduce the cost from the current LPD." 

The LPD 17 hull form, Glenn wrote, "can accommodate 
many missions, such as amphibious warfare, humanitarian 
operations, joint command and control, ballistic missile 
defense (BMD), and [serve as] a hospital ship." 

Ships built for those missions have been considered at 
various levels by the Navy. The service has two command 
ships and two hospital ships, all in need of replacement 

The LX(R) AoA is expected to officially begin before the 
end of December, Doyon said, and be completed by next 
September. 
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23. NASSCO Launches Unique Navy Ship In San Diego 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 13 NOV 12) ... Gary Robbins 

General Dynamics-NASSCO on Tuesday launched the 
first in a new class of Navy auxiliary ships by moving the 
Mobile Landing Platform (MLP) vessel Montford Point into 
San Diego Bay during a rising tide. 

The 765-foot ship made the transition from a building 
dock that was filled with water on Monday so that Montford 
Point could complete the so-called "float out." The launch 
represents a major departure for NASSCO, which historically 
has sent ships sliding down the ways into the bay. The 
company switched to the float out to save time and money. 

Montford Point is 91 percent complete and will now 
undergo final outfitting and pierside testing in advance of sea 

trials. If construction stays on pace, the ship will be christened 
in March 2013 and formally delivered to the Navy two months 
later. 

The MLP has been nicknamed the "pier-at-sea" because 
the vessels will serve as a staging area for supplies and 
equipment. Other ships will dock with the MLP and offload 
material that will be transported ashore. The MLPs also are 
designed to service the type of hovercraft that are used to 
shuttle Marines. The Navy awarded NASSCO contracts to 
build three MLPs, and the Obama administration has set aside 
money for a fourth. The ships will be operated by the Military 
Sealift Command. 
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SUBMARINES: 
24. Ohio Replacement Class – A Collaborative Effort 
(NAVY LIVE BLOG 13 NOV 12) ... Rear Adm. Barry Bruner 

In his previous blog concerning the Ohio Replacement 
program, Rear Adm. Barry Bruner, Director of Undersea 
Warfare, discussed the need for continued sea-based 
deterrence, how the Ohio Replacement SSBN will meet this 
need, how we are going to build an Ohio Replacement at the 
most responsible cost, and the basis for our SSBN force 
structure. In the following blog Bruner focuses on the 
incredible support the Ohio Replacement team is receiving 

during their continuing efforts to make the next generation 
SSBN a reality. 

Developing and building a major weapons system 
requires support from many organizations throughout the 
government to include the Department of the Navy, the 
Department of Defense, and Congress. The Chief of Naval 
Operations provides the warfighting requirements for the Ohio 
Replacement program. Most recently, he signed the Navy’s 
Capability Development Document for the program which 
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will guide the ship’s technology development and design 
efforts. The Assistant Secretary of the Navy for Research, 
Development and Acquisition provides acquisition oversight 
and expertise to Naval Sea System Command‘s efforts to 
design and build Ohio Replacement. Similarly, the Under 
Secretary of Defense for Acquisition, Technology and 
Logistics provides oversight and direction to the program as it 
proceeds through its acquisition milestones, most recently 
approving the program proceeding to the Technology 
Development phase when it approved the program achieving 
Milestone A in January 2011. As the warfighting “customer,” 
United States Strategic Command, the Combatant Commander 
for our strategic nuclear forces, collaborates closely with us on 
our efforts. Similarly, the Joint Staff and the respective 
Service Chiefs provide oversight for the program through the 
Joint Requirements Oversight Council which approved the 
Ohio Replacement’s Initial Capabilities Document in 2008 
and will review and approve the Ohio Replacement Capability 
Development Document in 2015. Finally, Congress provides 
funding and oversight of the program. We greatly appreciate 
Congress’ recognition of the enduring mission for our SSBNs 
and its support of the President’s budget requests for Ohio 
Replacement development. 

Just as important in delivering Ohio Replacement with the 
required capabilities to meet the warfighter’s needs is the need 
to deliver the ship in the most cost efficient manner. The 
organizations above are working very closely with my staff 
and Naval Sea Systems Command to ensure we are cost 
conscious, not only in our construction efforts but also in our 

efforts to design the ship to be affordable over its entire 
service life. Another major factor in the cost discussion is 
ensuring our efforts to build Ohio Replacement are integrated 
into the overall Navy shipbuilding effort. While we 
appropriately see our Ohio Replacement effort as a national 
imperative, we also recognize the need to ensure our country 
can continue to maintain a strong Navy through a healthy and 
sustainable ship building plan that produces the right balance 
of platforms and capabilities. Our efforts to drive down costs 
are critical to not only the successful delivery of the Ohio 
Replacement class, but also to the continued success of the 
Navy’s other shipbuilding programs including the Virginia 
Class SSN. The Virginia Class Submarine Program is widely 
recognized for delivering required warfighting capability at 
the most affordable cost, is a must fund, and the investment in 
procuring two Virginia Class Submarines per year now will 
pay huge dividends in the coming decades. We must drive 
down the cost of both classes of submarines to be able to 
procure two Virginia’s per year and Ohio Replacement at the 
same time. That is our goal and it is a necessity to the future of 
our Nation. 

As you can see, the Ohio Replacement program is truly a 
team effort. We enjoy strong, unwavering support throughout 
the Department of Defense and Congress. We recognize this 
support comes with the expectation that we will continue to be 
good stewards of our Nation’s resources as we deliver our 
Nation’s most survivable strategic deterrent on time and at the 
most responsible cost. 
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CYBER: 
25. Unwitting Sensors: How DoD Is Exploiting Social Media 
(C4ISR JOURNAL 13 NOV 12) ... Aram Roston 

Consider a selection of tweets posted one day last month. 
Some were humorous, like those of Steven Colbert 
(@StevenAtHome) hawking his latest book: “For a free 
sample of my writing,” he quipped, “see this tweet.” Tiffany’s 
(@TiffanyAndCo) tweeted a costly tip: “Layer silver and gold 
pendants for an eclectic look.” 

And supporters of Somalia’s al-Shabaab militant group 
used the Twitter handle @HSMPress to boast of three blasts in 
Mogadishu: “The third explosion occurred at the city’s former 
police station where the apostate militia were preparing to 
occupy.” 

On any given day, 400 million short messages are typed 
or thumbed onto Twitter, and that’s just a fraction of the total 
communications sent through a social media universe that 
includes Facebook, Google+, chat rooms, bulletin boards and 
many other electronic forums. The messages are as diverse as 
all the conversations in the world, at least those parts where 
there are computers, smartphones and iPads. And the effort to 
extract important data points and patterns from this digital 
cacophony has become one of the biggest growth areas in 
intelligence. 

“The face of ISR has changed,” says Joshua Hartman, a 
former senior Defense Department intelligence official who is 
CEO of Horizon Strategies Group. “Open-source and crowd-
sourcing information is a critical component of ISR.” 

The potential products of such tools are endless, and reach 
from the tactical and immediate to the strategic and global — 
not just to find out, say, who is “following” or retweeting the 
al-Shabaab postings, but to be able to query where anti-
government sentiment may be clustered in Pakistan or what 
expat Iranians living in Dubai feel about the ayatollahs back 
home and at what time of day they feel that way. Is the riot in 
Cairo about food prices or about a video offensive to the 
prophet Mohammed? 

Barry Costa, a senior program engineer at the federally 
funded MITRE Corp., recently coined the term “population-
centric intelligence, surveillance and reconnaissance.” It’s 
gradually replacing another term MITRE came up with: 
“social radar.” 

Costa says it’s not metaphor: “Sonar was invented back in 
the 1900s to let us see through the water. Radar was to see 
through the air. Infrared lets us see through the dark. And 
social radar or population-centric technologies let us see the 
human environment.” 

Along the way, though, there is some unease, in privacy 
rights groups and even social media proponents, about the 
intelligence community exploiting these rich new streams of 
data: They may be open source, but the public 
communications of American citizens are all swept into the 
wash, sifted through and monitored by the technology. 
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Anyone can sign up for Twitter and follow a dozen or a 
hundred or a thousand fellow tweeters, but for a 
comprehensive analysis of all 400 million daily messages, you 
need to pay. What Twitter Inc. calls “the full Twitter 
Firehose” is a specific product that includes everything except 
private messages, and what the company calls “protected” 
tweets. Gold to marketing and brand analysts, the Firehose 
contains a stew of confessions, tastes and passions, a directory 
of people and their links to each other and what they are 
thinking about at any moment. 

Among the small group of companies that buys the 
Firehose is Attensity Corp., a Palo Alto, Calif., company that 
sucks in Twitter and many other social media and then 
markets a vast amount of data and analysis. 

“We have a massive-scale social media feed,” said 
Michelle de Haaff, Attensity’s vice president of strategy and 
corporate development. “150 million sources across 32 
languages, and we sell the feed along with the analytics. And 
we sell that to the government and to commercial entities.” 

Twitter’s Firehose is one of the stars in the Attensity 
showcase. “We have a contract directly with Twitter,” de 
Haaff said. “We get everything across every language. We are 
pulling the whole thing. We are able to sense, understand and 
find signals: sentiments, hot spots, trends, actions, intent.” 

In countries where people use Twitter, she said, the 
company culls rich information. 

“In Libya,” she said, “we were able to track everything: 
where the arms were, where the rebels were moving. We had 
on a map where everything was going.” 

Among Attensity’s early and crucial investors was In-Q-
Tel, the Central Intelligence Agency venture capital fund that 
backs technologies of potential use to intelligence agencies. 

From the beginning, the CIA was not just an investor but 
also a customer. 

“As part of their investment, the CIA gets the software. 
They get a license,” de Haaff said. “I can confirm they are still 
a customer, but that’s all I can do.” 

Most of Attensity’s government sales are handled through 
a “reseller” called Inttensity, a social-media-analysis company 
based in Catonsville, Md. A paper on Inttensity’s website 
underlines the company’s “pre-negotiated access to the 
Twitter Firehose” and similar agreements “with social media 
aggregators for content to discussion boards, forums and blogs 
from around the world.” 

In 2010, Inttensity won a Defense Intelligence Agency 
contract to provide a combination of the Inxight ThingFinder 
and Attensity Server text-extraction systems. (Inxight is 
another analytical system funded by the CIA’s investment 
arm.) That contract didn’t mention social media. 

But two years later, the State Department awarded a 
$142,000 contract to Inttensity for a “social media command 
center,” according to the Federal Procurement Data System. 

A source close to Inttensity said it’s an effort “to better 
understand foreign populations and what they really think.” 

Last year, the company hosted a “federal social media 
summit” at the Pentagon City Ritz Carlton in Arlington, Va. 
Federal officials from various agencies packed the ballroom. 
One of the speakers was 30-year-old Dan Zarrella, a kind of 
social media scientist who had focused on commercial 
exploitation of the technology. He’d never realized the 
military and intelligence agencies were pursuing it as well. 

“The thing that surprised me at the Inttensity conference 
is how much interest the federal government has and how far 
along they are in recognizing the power that’s there,” he said. 

One of the efforts on this front has been driven by the 
Office of Naval Research, which doesn’t just fund MITRE’s 
social media research, but also coordinated a Lockheed Martin 
program to predict crises using traditional open-source media. 
An official from the office was a keynote speaker at the 
Inttensity event. 

A Pentagon spokeswoman, U.S. Air Force Lt. Col. 
Melinda Morgan, declined an interview but emailed a 
response to questions about population-centric ISR. She said 
traditional ISR could detect a crowd’s activities but not a 
crowd’s intent. 

“Population-centric ISR consists of technologies and 
techniques that allow us to see and understand the human 
environment,” she said. “Population ISR gives us a capability 
to determine narratives that drive behavior and allows us to 
more effectively communicate with audiences with whom we 
would engage. Population-centric ISR gives us a global and 
persistent indications and warnings capability that 
complements and enhances conventional sensors.” 

At the GEOINT 2012 Symposium in Orlando, Fla., in 
October, several of the exhibitors were hawking social-media 
analytic products. 

Among the companies was Aptima, which developed E-
Meme software under a $750,000 contract with ONR’s 
Human Social, Cultural and Behavior Modeling Program. E-
Meme stands for “Epidemiological Modeling of the Evolution 
of Messages,” and Aptima says it tracks the spread of ideas on 
the Internet in various countries. There’s an intriguing twist: 
“We are using the metaphor of it spreading like a disease,” 
explained Robert McCormack, associate director of Aptima’s 
analytics, modeling and simulation division. “We are looking 
at dynamics of transmission of ideas. For it to spread from 
person to person, you have to have some kind of contact 
between the people. And then you have to actually transmit 
the disease. Same thing here: The idea has to be transmitted.” 

McCormack said the company doesn’t use Twitter at this 
point, just blogs and news sites. And he said it’s all still in the 
development stage. 

Another company hoping to become a player in this realm 
is Booz Allen Hamilton, whose website claims the firm offers 
“the most powerful and sophisticated tools for extracting value 
from Social Data.” 

At GEOINT, a program manager who asked that his name 
not be used showed off OSIRIS, one of the company’s social-
media analysis programs, to display tweets published over the 
last 24 hours in Syria. “I look right here,” he said, using the 
mouse to move his cursor, “and we see a large spike take 
place. I can drill down into it and actually see the individual 
Twitter messages that took place.” 

One tweet on the screen says “Smoke rising.” Another, 
heavily retweeted, message says, “three families have been 
wiped out in Hama, 54 people killed.” 

Susan Kalweit, a principal in Booz Allen’s geospatial 
business, said the Twitter Firehose — which her company 
accesses via contract with DataSift, one of the big 
warehousers of this type of data in the commercial world — 
presents unique challenges. Much of Twitter’s content isn’t 
thumbed in by people, but generated by machines. And while 
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U.S. tweets contain geographic location in their metadata, 
many foreign tweets don’t. 

Kalweit said OSIRIS compensates for the lack of 
geographic metadata with software that recognizes place 
names and other hints about location, then attaches a latitude 
and longitude to the message. “We’ve been using Metacarta,” 
a geointelligence software system, “which we found is pretty 
good at getting definitely to the city level and often below the 
city level in some of these — not tourist — locations. So that’s 
really helpful when people talk about the city or about 
neighborhoods.” 

Kalweit said social media presents new methods of 
obtaining intelligence from people who may see or comment 
on events in real time. 

“I think that there is a construct of [the] human being as a 
sensor,” she said. “Human beings now are ground sensors.” 

For all of its value to intelligence agencies, population-
centric ISR raises privacy concerns. There is no “Firehose 
minus tweets from U.S. citizens.” Public tweets, no less than 
Internet postings of all sorts, are caught in the wash and 
monitored. 

MITRE’s Costa points out that this is all public data that 
people posted to open forums. “We take active steps to ensure 
the privacy of the data. We buy publicly available data from 
public sellers,” he said. “When you look at Twitter, it is not 
one tweet that you care about; it is about 100 million tweets. 
It’s very rare you get to the individual Twitter level.” 

Tweets, except the ones users have marked as private, are 
open for all to see. Indeed, the Library of Congress has said it 
plans to archive all public tweets for historians. 

CIA spokesman Todd Ebitz emailed that “The CIA 
focuses exclusively on the collection of foreign intelligence. In 
fulfilling this mission, the agency is vigilant about the 
protection of American citizens’ civil liberties and privacy 
rights.” 

And the Pentagon’s Morgan emailed that “all research is 
conducted strictly within the privacy guidelines set by law and 
DoD policies.” She added that the focus of population-centric 
ISR is overseas and that the programs “are designed to support 
Combatant Commanders with areas of operation outside the 
U.S.” 

But even if each tweet and bulletin board posting is for 
public consumption, no more private then a scrawled message 
on a bathroom wall or graffiti on a bridge, there is unease 
about systematic government monitoring. 

Rainey Reitman of the Electronic Frontier Foundation 
said that technically, it is indeed all legal, but she emphasized 
that people don’t really understand how their random 
thoughts, disclosures or opinions on social media may be 
exploited. 

“I think people don’t realize when they sign up for these 
sites that the government is going to be routinely monitoring 
and sifting through this data,” she said. 

“If Coca-Cola is reading all my tweets,” Dan Zarrella 
points out, “it’s not as scary as if the DOD is reading all my 
tweets, right?” 
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26. Federal Agencies, Private Firms Fiercely Compete In Hiring Cyber Experts 
(WASHINGTON POST 14 NOV 12) ... Ellen Nakashima 

Along the Baltimore-Washington Parkway, the 
concentration of government agencies and contractors 
brimming with computer geeks rivals any cyber defense area 
on the planet. And in this age of growing cyber threats, those 
firms are engaged in a cyber-hiring competition so fierce that 
one expert called it “fratricide on the parkway.” 

The National Security Agency at Fort Meade — the 
center of the cyber galaxy — has thousands of computer 
scientists, mathematicians and engineers gathering foreign 
intelligence electronically and defending the government’s 
classified computer systems. 

Working for the government can have its benefits, 
including the gratification of public service in national 
security, job security and good benefits, but private industry 
tends to pay more. A technical whiz with two years’ NSA 
experience and a security clearance might have started at NSA 
at $60,000 but could easily command $100,000 in the private 
sector firms also located along the parkway, industry officials 
said. 

The CIA, Department of Homeland Security and FBI — 
whose offices are scattered throughout the Washington region 
— are also recruiting people who can write code, reverse 
engineer malware and probe computer systems for 
vulnerabilities. 

“They’re all stealing from each other,” Alan Paller, 
research director of the SANS Institute, a cyber training 
organization, said about all the private and government 
agencies chasing after the same talent pool. “There’s a head-

to-head battle between CIA and NSA for every new cyber 
employee,” he said. “Now, DHS is in the fight, too.” 

DHS Secretary Janet Napolitano said she is seeking to 
hire 600 new cyber workers. DHS is responsible for securing 
the unclassified federal civilian computer networks and 
coordinates with the owners of the nation’s critical systems — 
water, energy, transportation and other vital networks that 
need to be protected. DHS also can provide forensic aid and 
help a company recover after a network intrusion. 

Four years ago, DHS had 40 people in cyber, and today, it 
has 400. Now it is seeking to build a far larger government 
cyber squad in addition to the 1,500 cyber contractors who 
also work for the agency, officials said. 

“We don’t have signing bonuses, unfortunately, we are 
not the NBA,” Napolitano said. “But if you want to be in an 
area where the national mission is absolutely key, where it’s 
fast-developing, where you can be in on the ground floor on 
something of major significance to the public interest and use 
skills that you have developed in cyber, you need to come 
work with us, because that’s exactly what we are doing every 
day.” 

Napolitano is so concerned about the issue that in June, 
she formed a task force on cyber skills to foster development 
of a national security workforce with cyber capabilities and to 
help DHS better recruit and retain talent. 

One key task force recommendation is that the 
government reserve for government employees the most 
technically demanding jobs, such as “penetration testing,” or 
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probing networks for vulnerabilities, and “incident response,” 
or the cyber SWAT team for emergencies. 

“In other words, stop giving cool jobs to contractors,” 
Paller said. 

Another recommendation included training military 
veterans for mission-critical cybersecurity jobs. 

DHS also just created the Secretarial Honors Program, a 
two-year program for recent college graduates designed to 
develop technically skilled cyber professionals through 
rotational assignments in the department. 

Starting government salaries generally range from 
$60,000 for new college graduates to $115,000 or so, 
depending on experience. 

“Yes, we are all hiring away from each other,” said one 
cyber contractor located along the parkway. “I’m doing it 
myself. They’re all going to the highest bidder.” 

Another parkway private contractor, KeyW Corp., formed 
in 2008 with 60 people to help “our customers achieve cyber 
superiority over our adversaries” has grown to 1,100 
employees. Most hires come from other companies that may 
not offer opportunities to do “some of the fun, creative stuff,” 
such as turn ideas into real software products that can be 
marketed or used in government, said Leonard E. Moodispaw, 
the firm’s chief executive officer. The majority of the firm’s 
clients are U.S. intelligence agencies, he said. 

KeyW’s typical hire is someone with five to 10 years of 
experience and a security clearance whom they will pay 
$110,000 to $120,000. The top starting salary for a real pro 
with clearance is $200,000, he said. 

The competition is so stiff that the Hanover company 
gives employees a $5,000 fee if they refer someone who ends 
up getting hired. The employee who refers the most eventual 
hires wins a free trip to Key West, Fla., at year’s end. 

“When I’m out talking to investors, they sometimes ask 
me, ‘What keeps you up at night?’ ” Moodispaw said. “The 
answer is finding the talent for all the work we’ve got.” 

The military is a great source of talent because it builds 
discipline, he said.“We would much prefer to have somebody 
in the military or right out of the military than a born-again 
hacker” who might get frustrated when a hacking attempt 
fails, Moodispaw said. “If you’re some kid sitting around a 
coffee shop and think it’s easy to get into a network, you get 
bored and frustrated if it doesn’t go the right way.” 

Richard “Dickie” George, until last year NSA’s technical 
director for information assurance, who did a lot of talent 
scouting and recruiting, said NSA experience will give a 
person a 50 percent rise in salary in the private sector. But, he 
said, in his experience, most computer scientists hired by NSA 
stay. “Most of them are there for the mission,” said George, 

now the senior adviser for cybersecurity at Johns Hopkins 
University’s Applied Physics Laboratory in Laurel. 

NSA expects to hire more than 1,200 individuals this 
year, about 45 percent in the science, math and cyber fields. 
NSA spokeswoman Vanee Vines said in particular, the agency 
is looking for cyber professionals in computer science, 
computer engineering, electrical engineering and mathematics. 

The FBI is also beefing up its cyber capabilities to 
investigate and stop the theft of data, money and intellectual 
property. FBI Director Robert Mueller has said cyber threats 
may soon surpass terrorism as the nation’s top national 
security concern. 

The FBI is seeking to hire 50 new computer scientists — 
to have at least one for each of its 56 field offices, said 
Richard A. McFeely, the executive assistant director for the 
criminal, cyber, response and services branch, in an interview. 
Currently, the cyber division has 20 computer scientists, 
McFeely said. 

Cognizant of the growing need for cyber specialists, 
American universities have begun to set up new programs or 
expand existing ones. One top school for NSA recruitment is 
the University of Tulsa. During the past 10 years, Tulsa’s 
Cyber Corps program has trained more than 260 students, and 
NSA has hired about 160 of them, George said. 

“We train them to be like the special agent on the 
television series ‘MacGyver,’ ” said Sujeet Shenoi, director of 
the Tulsa program. They also learn the need for security 
clearances and how not to blow a promising career with, for 
instance, a drug charge. 

“We have a U.S. Secret Service facility on campus, where 
we actually work on real cases,” Shenoi said. The Secret 
Service has long been one of the premier investigative 
agencies working cybercrime cases. 

Dartmouth College, Carnegie Mellon University, 
Northeastern University, Dakota State University and Naval 
Postgraduate are other top cyber schools. 

There are more than 150 schools designated by DHS and 
NSA as Centers of Academic Excellence in Information 
Assurance Education and Research, and the number is 
growing. Students who attend one of the programs may apply 
for federal scholarships and grants. Many local universities are 
on this list, including the University of Maryland, Johns 
Hopkins, George Mason, Howard, George Washington and 
Georgetown. 

“We’re all looking at the same resumes,” said George, 
who is recruiting cyber personnel for the Applied Physics 
Lab.“It’s a small pool and there are a lot of people hiring from 
it.” 
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27. U.S. Congress Urged To Probe Chinese Cyber-Espionage 
(REUTERS 14 NOV 12) ... Jim Wolf 

WASHINGTON -- The U.S. Congress should conduct an 
in-depth assessment of Chinese cyberspying and consider 
imposing tougher penalties on companies that benefit from 
industrial espionage, a federal advisory group said 
Wednesday. 

The recommendations by the bipartisan U.S.-China 
Economic and Security Review Commission reflect its stated 

concern that China has become "the most threatening actor in 
cyberspace." 

In its annual report to Congress, the commission said the 
most notable trend in Chinese cyber-espionage over the past 
year had been "increasingly creative and resourceful targeting" 
across government, industry and civil society. 
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Among these are stepped-up efforts to defeat so-called 
two factor authentication, it said, referring to the use of a 
security token in addition to a traditional password. 

Separately, Beijing appeared to be within two years of 
putting nuclear-tipped ballistic missiles on submarines as it 
continues to modernize and expand its nuclear stockpile, the 
report said, citing U.S. Defense Department estimates. 

Congress should require the State Department to spell out 
steps to bring China into existing and future nuclear arms 
control efforts, the group said. 

The report included 32 recommendations for 
congressional action on ties between the United States and 
China, the world's No. 1 and No. 2 economies. 

The pair also are the top spenders on their militaries, 
although Washington spends about five times as much as 
Beijing, according to the Stockholm International Peace 
Research Institute, which tracks the figures. 

The commission's report did not address U.S. espionage 
involving China, whose rise as a global competitor has helped 
frame a U.S. geo-strategic "pivot" toward the Pacific, 
announced a year ago after a decade of land wars in Iraq and 
Afghanistan. 

The report was written before China's 18th Party 
Congress that will bring in a new generation of leaders. So the 
commission did not analyze the change in leadership, perhaps 
the most significant political event in China in a decade. 

After the political transition, the same issues that 
complicate the bilateral relationship are expected to continue 
in the near term, Dennis Shea, a Republican appointee who is 
the commission's chairman, told reporters ahead of the report's 
release. 

State-Owned 
Some recommendations could add to bilateral strains. The 

commission said Congress should consider tougher screening 
laws for investments made by China's state-owned enterprises 
because of their allegedly unfairly subsidized challenges to 
U.S. corporate competitors. 

The commission was set up by Congress in 2000 to study 
the national security implications of U.S.-China trade and 
economic relations after President Bill Clinton's 
administration granted China permanent trading status and 
approved its accession to the World Trade Organization. 

Many U.S. entities lag in their ability to deal effectively 
with the growing sophistication of Chinese computer-launched 
espionage, the commission reported. 

"China's cyber capabilities provide Beijing with an 
increasingly potent tool to achieve national objectives," it said. 
"A diverse set of Chinese hackers use pilfered information to 
advance political, economic and security objectives." 

In response, relevant congressional committees should 
conduct an "in-depth assessment of Chinese cyber-espionage 
practices and their implications," then report the findings in an 
unclassified format so the public will be aware, the group said. 

Congress also should conduct a review of existing legal 
penalties for companies found to engage in, or benefit from, 
industrial espionage, it recommended. 

The call for congressional assessments is reminiscent of 
work carried out over the past year by the House of 
Representatives intelligence committee. 

The panel's top Republican and Democrat, reporting on 
the findings of an 11-month investigation, warned last month 
that Beijing could use for spying equipment made by Huawei 
Technologies Co HWT.UL], the world's second-largest maker 
of routers and other telecom gear, and rival Chinese 
manufacturer ZTE Corp, the fifth largest. 

Speaking to reporters on Saturday on the sidelines of the 
Party Congress, China's commerce minister, Chen Deming, 
said the United States was exhibiting a "Cold War mentality" 
with its fears that Huawei posed a security risk because of its 
ties to the Communist Party. 

A spokesman for the Chinese Embassy in Washington did 
not immediately respond to the commission's 
recommendations, including the call to involve Beijing more 
closely in arms control talks. 

Tom Collina, research director of the Arms Control 
Association, a nonpartisan advocacy group in Washington, 
said China should be more transparent about its forces, but the 
United States has a 20-to-1 edge in nuclear weapons that can 
span the Pacific. 

"The United States should continue to pursue 
consultations with China, but Washington and Moscow need 
to draw down their forces significantly before expecting others 
to participate in formal negotiations," he said. 
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CONGRESS / BUDGET: 
28. McConnell Argues Against DoD Cuts Ahead Of White House Fiscal Summit 
(DEFENSE DAILY 14 NOV 12) ... Emelie Rutherford 

Lawmakers laid out their stances on coming negotiations 
over the so-called fiscal cliff yesterday, when the Senate 
Republican leader called for stopping across-the-board 
defense cuts from starting in January. 

Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-Ky.) and 
Majority Leader Harry Reid (D-Nev.) kicked off the lame-
duck session of Congress yesterday by describing disparate 
ways to address the so-called fiscal cliff of year-end thorny 
budget events. That cliff includes $500 billion in decade-long 
“sequestration” cuts to planned defense spending. 

Reid, McConnell, and House leaders are scheduled to 
meet Friday with President Barack Obama at the White House 
for a summit of sorts on the fiscal cliff--which also includes 

the scheduled expiration of Bush-era tax cuts. President 
Barack Obama and Democrats want the cuts for the wealthiest 
Americans to expire, something Republicans have vehemently 
opposed. 

McConnell cited the politically unpopular defense 
sequestration cuts multiple times on the Senate floor 
yesterday. He said he wants to “keep everybody’s tax rates 
right where they are for now, figure out a way to avoid the 
automatic defense cuts scheduled to hit at the end of the year 
without cutting a penny less than we promised, and (commit) 
to the kind of comprehensive tax and entitlement reform next 
year that we all claim to want.” 
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The Republican leader said there’s “no question” 
Congress can “replace the defense portion of the so-called 
sequester with cuts of equal size in areas that both sides 
already agreed to during last summer’s debt limit 
negotiations.” 

Reid, for his part, did not single out the defense 
sequestration cuts during his comments yesterday at the start 
of the post-election lame-duck session, which could run until 
the end of the year. 

The Senate Democratic leader reiterated his call for 
Congress to “forge an agreement that will ask the richest of 

the rich--the most fortunate among us--to pay a little extra to 
reduce the deficit and secure our economic future.” 

House Speaker John Boehner (R-Ohio) said last week that 
he doesn’t foresee a full-blown sequester-replacement plan 
emerging during the lame-duck session. Boehner, though, 
gave Democrats hope when he said last Wednesday, the day 
after the election, that House Republicans are willing to accept 
some additional revenues in a new deficit plan. The House 
GOP leader supports revenues through tax reforms such as 
closing loopholes, not through raising taxes on the wealthiest 
Americans. 
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DOD ACQUISITION: 
29. Pentagon Aims To Wring Savings Out Of More Acquisition Reforms 
(REUTERS 13 NOV 12) ... Andrea Shalal-Esa 

WASHINGTON -- The Pentagon on Tuesday released the 
next version of its "better buying power" initiative, saying the 
U.S. military needed to "wring every possible cent of value" 
from the dwindling dollars in the U.S. defense budget. 

Deputy Defense Secretary Ashton Carter said the first 
version of the initiative, launched in 2010 when he was the 
Pentagon's chief weapons buyer, had generated some savings, 
but there was more work to do. 

"We've tried things that have worked, we've tried things 
that haven't worked. We've learned," he told a news 
conference. 

Carter said a focus on affordability had allowed the Navy 
to shave $2 billion off the projected cost of a new program to 
replace its aging Ohio-class submarines, plus $300 million 
more from the DDG-51 destroyer program. 

The Air Force was prioritizing affordability targets on its 
program to build a new bomber, while the Army was cutting 
costs on ammunition purchases by pumping up competition 
and encouraging more small business participation, he said. 

Frank Kendall, who served as Carter's deputy before 
moving up to become undersecretary for acquisition, 
technology and logistics, previewed the new initiative, dubbed 
Better Buying Power 2.0, last week, noting that it had factored 
in concerns voiced by industry in recent years. 

He said companies and lawmakers could comment on the 
draft that was released on Tuesday over the next two months, 
before the department issued a final version in January. 

"It turns out that defense acquisition is a pretty 
complicated subject, and there aren't easy solutions that are 
going to ... make everything infinitely better over night with 
one or two policy changes," Kendall said. 

Kendall said the department would develop a database to 
help inform its reforms, try to come up with better incentives 
for industry to do better on programs, and enforce new 
affordability caps to give them more teeth. 

He said the department would back off using fixed price 
contracts for development programs, which were widely 
opposed by industry, and apply them more to programs that 
were in low-rate production. 

The Pentagon would also redouble its efforts to create a 
preferred supplier program, and planned to target service 
contracts for additional reforms, he said. 

Lockheed Martin Corp, Boeing Co, Northrop Grumman 
Corp, General Dynamics Corp, Raytheon Co and other 
defense firms are carefully watching the Pentagon's approach 
to contracts as they brace for lower defense spending after 
more than a decade of growth. 

In addition, the defense budget faces $500 billion in 
further cuts due to start taking effect in January unless the 
United States avoids the so-called fiscal cliff. 

Kendall said that the budget crisis facing the Pentagon 
could help accelerate the needed changes, although he warned 
that additional across-the-board cuts due to take effect in 
January would have a "devastating effect" on the whole effort. 

In recent years, many of the companies have criticized the 
Pentagon's war on overhead costs, arguing that government 
oversight itself sometimes makes weapons more expensive. 
They have also cited long delays in getting contracts signed. 

Kendall told reporters on Tuesday that he was particularly 
troubled by the long delays and vowed to work through the 
long backlog in audits that were holding up quicker contract 
awards. 

He said the first phase of the better buying power 
initiative had already increased the "cost-consciousness" of 
acquisition officials in the Pentagon, but more work and 
training were needed. And ultimately, he said, the department 
would likely have to revisit the reforms again in several years. 

Cutting production rates would raise the cost of individual 
weapons and stretch out development programs for longer 
than was optimal, he said. 
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30. Budget Woes Complicate DoD Acquisition Efficiency Efforts 
(DEFENSE DAILY 14 NOV 12) ... Ann Roosevelt 

The Pentagon is struggling to cut costs and make its 
acquisition process faster and more affordable, but faces 
budget cuts and potential sequestration that would strip $500 
billion in across-the-board defense cuts in January. 

Sequestration is a “horrible” way to take money out of the 
budget, Under Secretary of Defense for Acquisition, 
Technology and Logistics Frank Kendall said yesterday at a 
Pentagon briefing on the second iteration of Better Buying 
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Power (BBP). “It flies in the face of everything we’re trying to 
do here,” he added. And cuts in general “tend to drive you to 
inefficiencies.” 

Kendall and Deputy Secretary of Defense Ashton Carter--
who announced the original Better Buying Power (BBP) 1.0 
efficiency initiative in 2010--discussed the next steps in how 
the Defense Department could “do more without more.” 

In itself, BBP 1.0 came after then-Defense Secretary 
Robert Gates said in a speech that the budget “gusher” was 
turned off, and would be unlikely to be turned on again for 
some time. 

The next phase for BBP 2.0 after yesterday’s discussion is 
to draft amplifying guidance for action in January, Kendall 
said. 

Carter pointed to successes from this BBP 1.0 effort, to 
include listing Navy cost cutting for the Ohio class submarine 
replacement, Littoral Combat Ship program with 
“dramatically” lower costs that will sustain competition going 
forward, and recently receiving an award for saving almost 
$300 million in the guided-missile destroyer program. 

This Better Buying Power 2.0 effort comes after learning 
from experience in implementing the first round of effort, 
industry ideas and data collected since the initiative got under 
way. 

There are no easy solutions, Kendall said, just hard work, 
and the 23 initiatives of BBP 1.0 have now expanded into 36 
for BBP 2.0. 

New to the list, and “central to success” is a professional 
acquisition workforce, he said. There is “no more important 
legacy” than to leave behind a stronger workforce “We can do 
better if we have a deeper bench.” The Defense Department is 
different than industry in that it nurtures its own program 
managers, and other acquisition personnel. If there’s a 
shortfall, there’s a very long recovery period. 

Other items on the newly-announced list are such things 
as controlling costs during program execution, cost caps, 
removing redundancy, and putting in place a system to 
measure cost performance as urged by Congress. Such a 
system takes a few years to gather data on program 
performance and institutional performance, which allows 
insight and understanding into how to make acquisition more 
efficient, Kendall said. 

Additionally, continued close partnerships from the 
requirements process on up through the program’s lifecycle 
are vital, he said. 

Other areas for increased effort include assuring the 
correct type of contract is used for the specific acquisition, and 
aligning incentives for industry to perform on a program. 

More attention must be paid by the government to 
specifically defining what value really is, wanting not the 
lowest cost necessarily but the best price. 

The government must consider how to identify and 
perhaps reward superior suppliers. The Navy, Kendall said, is 
looking at setting up a pilot project to do this. 

One acquisition program that has been troubled is the 
Lockheed Martin F-35. Kendall said he was “surprised,” 
Friday to hear that Marillyn Hewson was named to take over 
Jan. 1 as CEO in place of Chris Kubasik who was fired for 
ethical reasons … (she) “has a reputation as a capable 
professional. I’m looking forward to working with her.” 

“I think Lockheed has dealt with the situation 
appropriately as an internal Lockheed matter,” he said. 

The F-35 program has been has been troubled by cost 
overruns and schedule delays, and Kendall in February called 
the program production, “malpractice” (Defense Daily, Feb. 
7). 
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COMMENTARY: 
31. Obama’s Nightmare 
(NEW YORK TIMES 14 NOV 12) ... Thomas L. Friedman 

The scandal engulfing two of our top military and 
intelligence officers could not be coming at a worse time: the 
Middle East has never been more unstable and closer to 
multiple, interconnected explosions. 

Virtually every American president since Dwight 
Eisenhower has had a Middle Eastern country that brought 
him grief. For Ike, it was Lebanon’s civil war and Israel’s 
Sinai invasion. For Lyndon Johnson, it was the 1967 Six-Day 
War. For Nixon, it was the 1973 war. For Carter, it was the 
Iranian Revolution. For Ronald Reagan, it was Lebanon. For 
George H.W. Bush, it was Iraq. For Bill Clinton, it was Al 
Qaeda and Afghanistan. For George W. Bush, it was Iraq and 
Afghanistan. For Barack Obama’s first term, it was Iran and 
Afghanistan, again. And for Obama’s second term, I fear that 
it could be the full nightmare — all of them at once. The 
whole Middle East erupts in one giant sound and light show of 
civil wars, states collapsing and refugee dislocations, as the 
keystone of the entire region — Syria — gets pulled asunder 
and the disorder spills across the neighborhood. 

And you were worried about the “fiscal cliff.” 

Ever since the start of the Syrian uprising/civil war, I’ve 
cautioned that while Libya, Egypt, Yemen, Bahrain and 
Tunisia implode, Syria would explode if a political resolution 
was not found quickly. That is exactly what’s happening. 

The reason Syria explodes is because its borders are 
particularly artificial, and all its communities — Sunnis, 
Shiites, Alawites, Kurds, Druze and Christians — are linked to 
brethren in nearby countries and are trying to draw them in for 
help. Also, Sunni-led Saudi Arabia is fighting a proxy war 
against Shiite-led Iran in Syria and in Bahrain, which is the 
base of the United States Navy’s Fifth Fleet. Bahrain 
witnessed a host of bombings last week as the Sunni-led 
Bahraini regime stripped 31 Bahraini Shiite political activists 
of their citizenship. Meanwhile, someone in Syria decided to 
start lobbing mortars at Israel. And, Tuesday night, violent 
anti-government protests broke out across Jordan over gas 
price increases. 

What to do? I continue to believe that the best way to 
understand the real options — and they are grim — is by 
studying Iraq, which, like Syria, is made up largely of Sunnis, 
Shiites, Christians and Kurds. Why didn’t Iraq explode 
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outward like Syria after Saddam was removed? The answer: 
America. 

For better and for worse, the United States in Iraq 
performed the geopolitical equivalent of falling on a grenade 
— that we triggered ourselves. That is, we pulled the pin; we 
pulled out Saddam; we set off a huge explosion in the form of 
a Shiite-Sunni contest for power. Thousands of Iraqis were 
killed along with more than 4,700 American troops, but the 
presence of those U.S. troops in and along Iraq’s borders 
prevented the violence from spreading. Our invasion both 
triggered the civil war in Iraq and contained it at the same 
time. After that Sunni-Shiite civil war burned itself out, we 
brokered a fragile, imperfect power-sharing deal between Iraqi 
Shiites, Sunnis and Kurds. Then we got out. It is not at all 
clear that their deal will survive our departure. 

Still, the lesson is that if you’re trying to topple one of 
these iron-fisted, multisectarian regimes, it really helps to have 
an outside power that can contain the explosions and mediate 
a new order. There is too little trust in these societies for them 
to do it on their own. Syria’s civil war, though, was triggered 
by predominantly Sunni rebels trying to oust President Bashar 
al-Assad and his minority Alawite-Shiite regime. There is no 
outside power willing to fall on the Syrian grenade and 
midwife a new order. So the fire there rages uncontrolled; 
refugees are now spilling out, and the Shiite-Sunni venom 
unleashed by the Syrian conflict is straining relations between 

these same communities in Iraq, Bahrain, Lebanon, Saudi 
Arabia, Turkey and Kuwait. 

But Iraq teaches another lesson: Shiites and Sunnis are 
not fated to murder each other 24/7/365. Yes, their civil war 
dates to the 7th century. And, yes, when they started going 
after each other in Iraq, they did so with breathtaking 
chainsaw-nails-pounded-into-heads violence. There is nothing 
like a fight within the faith. Yet, once order was restored, Iraqi 
Shiites and Sunnis, many of whom have intermarried, were 
willing to work together and even run together in 
multisectarian parties in the 2009-10 elections. 

So the situation is not hopeless. I know American officials 
are tantalized by the idea of flipping Syria from the Iranian to 
the Western camp by toppling Assad. That would make my 
day, too, but I’m skeptical it would end the conflict. I fear that 
toppling Assad, without a neutral third party inside Syria to 
referee a transition, could lead not only to permanent civil war 
in Syria but one that spreads around the region. It’s a real long 
shot, but we should keep trying to work with Russia — Syria’s 
lawyer — to see if together we can broker a power-sharing 
deal inside Syria and a United Nations-led multinational force 
to oversee it. Otherwise, this fire will rage on and spread, as 
the acid from the Shiite-Sunni conflict eats away at the bonds 
holding the Middle East together and standing between this 
region and chaos. 
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32. One Lesson From A Messy Scandal 
(NEW YORK TIMES 14 NOV 12) ... Editorial 

The scandal unfolding around the resignation of David 
Petraeus as the director of the Central Intelligence Agency 
after an adulterous affair raises many questions that need to be 
answered — from the unusual role played by the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation in what seems to have begun as a 
routine investigation of harassing e-mails to whether and when 
Congressional intelligence committees should have been 
notified that the leader of the C.I.A. had come under an F.B.I. 
investigation. 

On Tuesday, the scandal took another disquieting turn, 
with the announcement that the F.B.I. investigation had turned 
up tens of thousands of pages of “inappropriate 
communication” between Gen. John Allen, the Marine officer 
who succeeded Mr. Petraeus as the top military commander in 
Afghanistan 16 months ago, and Jill Kelley, the woman from 
Tampa, Fla., whose complaints to the F.B.I. about harassing e-
mails triggered the inquiry that uncovered the Petraeus affair. 

Those communications have been turned over to the 
Pentagon for further investigation. General Allen has not been 
accused of any sexual misconduct, but the Obama 
administration has now delayed his nomination to be the 
commander of American forces in Europe and the supreme 
allied commander of NATO, a move that had been expected 
early next year. 

Amid the growing career rubble left by this scandal, one 
positive development may yet emerge. Mr. Petraeus, 
considered by many to be the most celebrated American 
military leader of recent times, says his affair with Paula 
Broadwell took place after his 2011 retirement from the 
military. But the fallout from this episode may finally push the 
Pentagon to enforce the military’s standards of sexual conduct 

more consistently, especially against male commanders of 
senior rank. 

Different forms of sexual misconduct obviously call for 
different punishments. Adultery itself is not a violation of the 
uniform code unless it diminishes “good order and discipline” 
or brings “discredit upon the armed forces.” That, 
unfortunately, leaves plenty of room for subjective judgments 
and selective enforcement. 

The military has long had a culture of impunity that 
seemed to shield high ranking officers for sexual misconduct, 
though more have been disciplined in recent years. 

Thom Shanker reported in The Times on Tuesday a list of 
senior officers punished over the last year for a variety of 
leadership failures, including poor judgment and financial 
malfeasance. Brig. Gen. Jeffrey Sinclair, a former deputy 
commander of the 82nd Airborne Division in Afghanistan, 
faces a possible trial for adultery, sexual misconduct and 
forcible sodomy stemming from relationships with five 
women. James Johnson III, a former commander of the 173rd 
Airborne Brigade, was kicked out of the Army, fined and 
reduced in rank after being convicted of bigamy and fraud 
related to an improper relationship with an Iraqi woman. At an 
Air Force basic training center in Texas, six male instructors 
were charging with crimes, including rape. 

The problem of sexual crimes in the military stretches 
back decades. In 1991, more than 100 flight personnel from 
the Navy and Marines allegedly sexually assaulted more than 
80 women at the annual Tailhook symposium. Several lower-
ranking officers were disciplined as a result of that infamous 
case, but none of the senior officers also present were held 
accountable for doing little to stop it. That led the Clinton 



 32

administration to order a second investigation, and only after 
that were some senior officers punished. 

Yet, in 1997, America’s first female B-52 pilot, First Lt. 
Kelly Flinn was discharged from the Air Force after the 
disclosure of an adulterous affair with a married civilian. 
Would a male pilot have been punished as severely? 

The murky issues and facts arising from the Petraeus and 
Allen investigations must be pursued quickly. At the same 
time, the Pentagon should make clear that its rules on 
misconduct apply to all serving personnel, regardless of rank 
or gender. 

Return to Index 
 

33. The New Battlefield 
5 ways terrorism has changed since 9/11. 
(FOREIGN POLICY 13 NOV 12) ... John McGlughlin 

Lost in all the controversy about the Benghazi attack is a 
basic fact that may be obscuring debate about the case: there 
has been a fundamental change in what might be called the 
"landscape of terrorism." In essence, nearly everything about 
the phenomenon is shifting away from the patterns that 
became familiar in the years after 9/11. The template used for 
counterterrorism strategy during much of the time since then 
has been overtaken by events. 

First, there is the nature of society and governance in 
the areas of most immediate concern, principally South Asia 
and the Middle East. Beginning with the transition to civilian 
rule in Pakistan in 2008 and accelerating with the "Arab 
Spring" two years later, many of these countries have moved 
politically in directions that may ultimately more closely align 
them with our values, but many have simultaneously become 
less agile, capable, or united in combating extremism -- and 
less aligned with the United States. 

Compare the current situation to the years immediately 
following the 9/11 attacks. Back then, we dealt with 
governments whose authoritarian character might have given 
us pause but whose control of and visibility into their societies 
was keen and deep. That control came largely through 
powerful intelligence services that today are either redefining 
their roles in pluralistic societies, competing for influence in 
them, or struggling to establish their priorities both in terms of 
targets and foreign relationships. 

These trends are visible in different ways in countries 
ranging from Pakistan and Egypt, to Tunisia and Libya -- and 
pressures are building in other countries, such as Jordan and 
Saudi Arabia. For example, in Pakistan, the once all-powerful 
military -- and by extension the country's influential 
intelligence service -- is now under challenge from an 
increasingly assertive judiciary, which explicitly disputes the 
military's right to any role in politics. At the same time, the 
country's weak civilian government has to contend with public 
opposition to U.S. counterterrorism policy that under the 
previous military government was not as intense or could 
simply be ignored. 

And in Egypt, in contrast to the pre-revolutionary 
situation, when the intelligence service chief was the country's 
second most powerful official, the military and intelligence 
services are having to feel their way through a transition of 
governance that, in the absence of a new constitution, is still 
far from complete. There are only glimmers of such trends in 
Jordan and Saudi Arabia, but in the latter case a generational 
transition is underway with an uncertain outcome, amidst 
escalating protests by the Shiite Muslim minority in the 
Eastern Province. 

Second, the "map" of extremist influence has changed 
dramatically. After the 9/11 attacks, the CIA had plans for 

attacking al Qaeda in dozens of countries globally, but 
intelligence led us to focus primarily on Afghanistan, the 
settled areas of Pakistan, and the Arabian Gulf, principally 
Yemen -- areas where we rapidly registered substantial 
progress. 

Today, tracing extremist influence on a map -- even 
acknowledging the diminished vitality of al Qaeda's core 
leadership -- would nonetheless show extremists present, 
dangerous, and influential in a broader swath of geography 
than in the middle of the last decade. 

As now commonly remarked, these movements today 
pose more significant threats in North and East Africa, with al 
Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb having extended its influence 
south into Mali and Boko Haram in Nigeria having matured 
into a serious threat. And in areas of traditional concern like 
Yemen, the al Qaeda affiliate has grown more powerful, 
innovative, and strategically savvy. 

Then, we must add to this the imponderable futures of 
Syria and Egypt; in the former case, Jabhat al-Nusra (JN) 
could well evolve into a full-scale al Qaeda affiliate. With 
increasingly clear links to al Qaeda and a growing role in the 
Syrian insurgency, JN is the most vivid illustration of a 
concern many expressed at the outset of the Arab uprisings: 
that eventually the turmoil would open opportunities for al 
Qaeda-related extremists, even though initially these 
movements drew little or no inspiration from al Qaeda 
ideology. 

Meanwhile, in Egypt, the Sinai is becoming harder to 
monitor and more hospitable to terrorist sympathizers and 
adherents. In fact, with the increasing extremist raids on police 
and military forces and incidents along the Israeli border, the 
Sinai has become the chief post-revolutionary concern of 
Egyptian military and intelligence officials. 

Third, the physical field of battle is undergoing the 
most important change since 2001, largely as a result of the 
drawdowns in Iraq and Afghanistan. Our substantial presence 
there over more than a decade, on the one hand, opened our 
forces to attack, but on the other, gave us platforms to 
aggressively monitor and pursue terrorists -- tasks that will 
now have to be accomplished more remotely and with less 
frequently acquired "ground truth." Additionally, it will place 
an added burden on intelligence collection, given the reduction 
in the number of physical outposts manned by Americans or 
allies and the reduced tempo of military operations, one of the 
best sources of actionable intelligence leads. 

Some will insist that our reduced presence will diminish 
terrorist incentives to attack; others will argue that this 
possible gain is offset by the additional difficulty of detecting 
terrorist plots. At this point, it is impossible to determine 
where the balance rests between these two arguments. If there 
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is any certainty here, it is simply that we will have to maintain 
a riveted focus on conditions in these two countries for many 
years to come. 

Fourth, changes have been underway for some time in 
the way terrorists formulate and spread their narratives, 
and the opportunities they have to acquire and train recruits. 
The internet, with its capacity for rapid horizontal 
communication, long ago replaced the fixed vertical 
command-and-control path favored by al Qaeda's 
hierarchically-minded founders. But added to this now are 
opportunities for new training areas, safe houses, and "rat 
lines" used to clandestinely move people and information. 
Those opportunities have been opened up by the diminished 
reach of the newly emerging governments in the Middle East, 
the civil war in Syria, and the creeping, if patchy, acquisition 
of territory by extremists, especially in North Africa. There are 
more ungoverned -- or less-governed -- areas than there used 
to be. 

Moreover, some of the underlying trends in these areas, 
so far not very visible, enhance the prospects for intra-societal 
conflict and, by extension, the potential for extremist 
exploitation. For starters, many of these societies are acquiring 
a more overtly Islamic character, increasing the chance that 
sectarian disputes -- largely Sunni versus Shia -- will lead to 
violence. We already see this in aspects of the Syrian conflict. 
At the same time, tribal distinctions that had formerly been 
muffled, as in Libya, are bursting into the open. These are the 
kind of conditions that al Qaeda oriented extremists love to 
encounter. 

Fifth, in the absence of Bin Laden, and his obsession 
with spectacular attacks on the U.S. homeland, we are 
likely to see terrorists focusing more on "soft targets," like 
the U.S. mission in Benghazi. This has long been a feature in 
the playbook of new al Qaeda leader Ayman al Zawahiri. It is 
also favored by powerful al Qaeda affiliates, such as Yemen's 
al Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula with its strategy of "death 
by a thousand cuts." 

None of this means the U.S. homeland is off limits, but it 
probably does mean that smaller attacks are unlikely to be 
shelved in favor of a 9/11-style spectacular, as apparently was 
the case in Bin Laden's time. The thinking in al Qaeda -- or at 
least in Bin Laden's circle -- seemed to be: why waste a shot 
on a small operation that still risks bringing the United States 
down on us? Extremists appear to be learning that smaller-
scale operations, such as the failed Christmas bomber in 2009 
and the recent successful attack in Benghazi, can have still 
have a profound effect on the United States. 

What does all of this mean in terms of our understanding 
of terrorism and what we need to do about it? 

There are three major implications. First, a large dose of 
humility is called for in estimating the threat; it will simply be 
harder to have a confident understanding of the scope and 
nature of extremism in areas of high concern -- or to 
confidently predict what might happen there. This is already 
true in the areas undergoing political revolutions, but it will 
soon be true also in Afghanistan and Iraq as our drawdowns 
inevitably reduce our visibility. 

A second related implication is that the potential for 
surprise is going up. For some years, terrorists have been 
showing a capacity to adapt in the face of our successes. When 
we made it harder to get weapons on airplanes, they tried 
liquids in the 2006 airline plot detected in London. When we 
banned liquids, they devised weapons that were neither metal 
nor liquid -- the failed 2009 underwear bomber in a plane over 
Detroit. When we tightened access to the passenger cabin, 
they tried (and failed) in 2010 to plant a package bomb in 
cargo originating in Yemen. And there are reports that in 
2011, al Qaeda's Yemen affiliate was toying with the idea of 
surgically implanting an explosive device in a suicide bomber. 

It seems only reasonable to assume that the more fluid 
environment to which terrorists now have access will allow 
them to continue this kind of experimentation, with perhaps a 
greater chance that they will surprise us with something more 
effective -- or simply get lucky. 

Third, there is growing urgency to preserve and nurture -- 
or in some cases the need to restore -- U.S. influence in all of 
these areas. Among the factors that made us successful up to 
now has been the broad anti-terror coalition our diplomats, 
military, and intelligence officers were able to establish and 
enhance over the last decade. Every effort must be made to 
keep those partnerships or to renew them in areas where they 
may be fraying or broken. Coping with this more complex 
threat is not something we can do alone. 

Overall, the job will become even more labor intensive 
and painstaking for intelligence and our military and civilian 
policymakers. And in this so-called long war, it may be no 
exaggeration to invoke Churchill's 1942 phrase and consider 
ourselves only at "the end of the beginning." 

John McLaughlin is Distinguished Practitioner in 
Residence at the Johns Hopkins School of Advanced 
International Studies. He was Deputy Director of Central 
Intelligence from 2000 - 2004. 
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On This Day In The Navy: 
1939: Atlantic Squadron Neutrality Patrol ships deploy. 
 
TOP STORIES: 
1. More Protests Erupt In Muslim World 
As anger over video spreads, U.S. appeals for calm may be tested 
(WASHINGTON POST 14 SEP 12) ... Karen DeYoung and Michael Birnbaum 

Protests inspired by an anti-Islam film targeted more U.S. facilities in the Muslim world Thursday, testing the will and capacity of 
foreign governments to protect Americans and the ability of the Obama administration to cool the growing anger. 

 
2. Egypt, Hearing From Obama, Moves to Heal Rift From Protests 
(NEW YORK TIMES 14 SEP 12) ... David D. Kirkpatrick, Helene Cooper and Mark Landler 

CAIRO — Following a blunt phone call from President Obama, Egyptian leaders scrambled Thursday to try to repair the 
country’s alliance with Washington, tacitly acknowledging that they erred in their response to the attack on the United States Embassy 
by seeking to first appease anti-American domestic opinion without offering a robust condemnation of the violence. 

 
3. Panetta Set To Discuss U.S. Shift In Asia Trip 
(NEW YORK TIMES 14 SEP 12) ... Thom Shanker 

WASHINGTON — When Defense Secretary Leon E. Panetta travels across Asia next week, on an arc from Japan and China to 
New Zealand, he will face two almost contradictory challenges. 

 

CONSULATE ATTACKS: 
4. U.S. Says Two Former Navy SEALS Also Died In Libya Attack 
(REUTERS 13 SEP 12) 

WASHINGTON -- The United States on Thursday identified two additional victims of this week's deadly attack on the U.S. 
Consulate in Benghazi, Libya, as former Navy SEALS who died trying to protect their colleagues. 

 
5. In Libya, Chaos Was Followed By Organized Ambush, Official Says 
(NEW YORK TIMES 14 SEP 12) ... Suliman Ali Zway and Rick Gladstone 

BENGHAZI, Libya — The mayhem here that killed four United States diplomatic personnel, including the ambassador, was 
actually two attacks — the first one spontaneous and the second highly organized and possibly aided by anti-American infiltrators of 
Libya’s young government, a top Libyan security official said Thursday. 

 
6. Libya Arrests 4 Over Deadly Benghazi Attack: Official 
(REUTERS 13 SEP 12) ... Ali Shuaib 

TRIPOLI -- Libyan authorities have made four arrests in the investigation into the attack on the U.S. consulate in Benghazi in 
which the U.S. ambassador and three embassy staff were killed, the deputy interior minister said on Thursday. 

 
7. Navy Destroyers Sent To Libya Left Norfolk With Entirely Different Orders 
(WVEC ABC NORFOLK 13 SEP 12) ... Mike Gooding 

NORFOLK -- The two Norfolk-based ships sent by the Pentagon to the waters off Libya left here with entirely different orders. 
 

8. 'Full-Court Press' To Protect American Embassies 
(CNN 13 SEP 12) ... Elise Labott 

Fearing protests after Friday Muslim prayers could turn violent, the Obama administration is engaged in an all-out effort to secure 
American diplomatic facilities overseas. 
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MIDEAST: 
9. Obama Rebuffs Netanyahu On Setting Limits On Iran’s Nuclear Program 
(NEW YORK TIMES 14 SEP 12) ... Mark Landler and Helene Cooper 

WASHINGTON — President Obama on Tuesday rejected an appeal by Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu of Israel to spell out 
a specific “red line” that Iran could not cross in its nuclear program, a senior administration official said, deepening the divide 
between the allies over how to deal with Iran’s nuclear ambitions. 

 

ASIA – PACIFIC: 
10. China Irks Japan With Patrol-Ship Incursion 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 14 SEP 12) ... Yuka Hayashi and Eleanor Warnock 

TOKYO—Tensions between Japan and China escalated Friday as an unusually large group of Chinese patrol ships entered 
Japanese territorial waters near disputed islands in the East China Sea, as Beijing tried to assert its sovereignty. 

 
11. Navy, Marine Corps Will Seek Allies' Cooperation In Asia-Pacific 
(NATIONAL DEFENSE 13 SEP1 2) ... Dan Parsons 

PANAMA CITY, Fla. — A U.S. defense budget crunch will force the Navy and Marine Corps to lean on regional partners to 
establish a constant presence in the Pacific, officials said. 

 
12. Marines Plan To Conduct Osprey Test Flights Off Shimonoseki 
(KYODO NEWS 14 SEP 12) 

TOKYO -- The U.S. Marine Corps plans to conduct test flights of its MV-22 Osprey transport planes over waters in the Sea of 
Japan off Shimonoseki, Yamaguchi Prefecture, later this month, Japanese Defense Ministry sources said Friday. 

 

PERSONNEL: 
13. Election Focus Postpones TRICARE Rx Hikes 
Pharmacy Users Dodge Stiff October Fee Hikes – For Now 
(MILITARY UPDATE 13 SEP 12) ... Tom Philpott 

With members of Congress focused on winning reelection, TRICARE pharmacy users will get a temporary reprieve from stiff co-
payment increases on prescriptions filled at TRICARE retail outlets or mail order. 

 
14. Region's Top Navy Brass Has Change Of Command 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 14 SEP 12) ... Mike Hixenbaugh 

NORFOLK -- Adm. John C. Harvey Jr. folded his arms on his desk and sat quietly as reporters shuffled into position in his office 
at Norfolk Naval Station. 

 
15. Navy Layoffs Land In Court 
(CNN 13 SEP 12) ... Libby Lewis 

Adam Worden met with a realtor last week – he’s hoping he can sell his house in Chesapeake Virginia, so it doesn’t go into 
foreclosure. 

 

MARINE CORPS: 
16. MEB To Get Valor Award From CMC, SECNAV 
(MARINE CORPS TIMES 13 SEP 12) ... Dan Lamothe 

Navy Secretary Ray Mabus and Commandant Gen. Jim Amos will award the prestigious Presidential Unit Citation to 2nd Marine 
Expeditionary Brigade on Friday, highlighting the work of about 28,000 U.S. and coalition forces against a thriving insurgency in 
Afghanistan in 2009 and 2010. 

 
17. Tough Talk By Marine Commandant James Amos Complicates Sexual-Assault Cases 
(MCCLATCHY NEWSPAPERS 13 SEP 12) ... Michael Doyle 

WASHINGTON — The Marine Corps commandant wanted to snuff out rape in the ranks. However, his well-meaning but overly 
blunt talk instead complicated Marine sexual-assault cases worldwide and raised troubling questions about whether accused Marines 
will get a fair shake. 
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MINE WARFARE: 
18. Undersea Mines Could Be Next Decade's IEDs 
(NATIONAL DEFENSE 13 SEP 12) ... Dan Parsons 

PANAMA CITY, Fla. — Whereas the scourge of U.S. troops for the past decade has been the improvised explosive device, the 
next 10 years may well be marked by the threat of undersea mines, Navy and Marine Corps officials predict. 

 
19. U.S. Navy Set To Launch Largest Anti-Mine Exercise In Arabian Gulf 
(THE NATIONAL (UAE) 13 SEP 12) ... Jen Thomas 

ABU DHABI - Starting on Sunday, the United States Navy will team up with more than 30 other nations in the largest anti-mine 
exercise ever carried out in the region. 

 

AVIATION / DRONES: 
20. Boeing: Drone Market Will Shrink 
(DOD BUZZ 13 SEP 12) ... Michael Hoffman 

ST. LOUIS — The unmanned aircraft market will shrink once U.S. troops complete their scheduled withdrawal from Afghanistan 
in 2014, said Boeing Military Aircraft President Christopher Chadwick. 

 

JHSV CHRISTENING: 
21. U.S. Navy To Christen Austal-Built JHSV2 Choctaw County 
(MARINE LINK 13 SEP 12) 

On Saturday, the U.S. Navy will christen the Joint High Speed Vessel (JHSV) Choctaw County, named for three U.S. counties, 
located in Mississippi, Alabama and Oklahoma, which share the county’s name, during a ceremony in Mobile, Alabama. 

 

CONGRESS / BUDGET: 
22. House Passes Stopgap Funding Bill To Keep Government Open Until After Election 
(WASHINGTON POST 13 SEP 12) ... Rosalind S. Helderman 

The U.S. House of Representatives has approved a six-month stopgap government funding bill on a 329 to 91 vote, putting aside 
the partisan warfare of the past 18 months in bipartisan resolve to avoid a budget showdown ahead of the November election. 

 
23. Navy UnderSec Fires Over Army Bow In Bid For Budget Bucks 
(AOL DEFENSE 13 SEP 12) ... Sydney J. Freedberg Jr. 

PANAMA CITY, Fla. -- Navy undersecretary Robert Work fired a salvo in the budget wars Wednesday, taking swipes at the 
Army while extolling the Navy-Marine Corps team as ideally suited for the post-Afghanistan, Pacific-focused strategy. 

 

INFRASTRUCTURE / INSTALLATIONS: 
24. Navy, Regulators Agree On Sub Base Clean-Up Plan 
(HARTFORD COURANT 13 SEP 12) ... Josh Kovner 

Federal environmental regulators have accepted the Navy's proposal to clean up a large, contaminated site at the submarine base 
in Groton. 

 

OUTREACH: 
25. Navy Week Good For Sailors, Civilians And The Waterfront 
(BUFFALO NEWS 14 SEP 12) ... T.J. Pignataro 

Detroit-based U.S. Navy reservists Kyle Ormsby and Anthony Rini have both been to Iraq, but they're visiting Buffalo for the first 
time as part of this week's Navy Week festivities. 

 
26. Navy Puts Fleet Back In Fleet Week 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 13 SEP 12) ... Gary Robbins 

The Navy is putting the fleet back into Fleet Week. 
 

27. SEAL Commander, Stillwater Native Visits Norman 
(EDMOND (OK) SUN 13 SEP 12) ... Jessica Bruha 

NORMAN — The Norman Fire Department received a special visit Thursday from the commander of Naval Special Warfare. 
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COMMENTARY: 
28. The Proper Response To Cairo 
(WASHINGTON POST 14 SEP 12) ... Robert Kagan 

A handful of Republicans pushed Wednesday to cut off aid to Libya and Egypt. Fortunately, most Republicans and Democrats in 
Congress reject the idea. In Libya, the government is largely secular and pro-American. It is also weak and unable to preserve order 
against the many forces — from remnants of the Gaddafi era to radical Islamic militants — that challenge its authority. Cutting off 
support isn’t the answer. If anything, we should be increasing assistance, especially security assistance, to help Libyans make their 
country safer, for themselves and us. 

 
29. Beyond Religion In The Middle East 
Violence in Egypt and Libya is more about local politics than Islam. 
(LOS ANGELES TIMES 14 SEP 12) ... Mimi Hanaoka 

The chaotic violence that killed U.S. Ambassador J. Christopher Stevens and three American staffers in Libya, and that resulted in 
a mob storming the U.S. Embassy in Cairo, has been garbed in religious language and references. However, the religious rhetoric from 
all corners distracts from the real issues: serious domestic political fragmentation in Libya and Egypt in the aftermath of the Arab 
Spring, and America's place in the region. 

 
30. Our Diplomats Deserve Better 
(NEW YORK TIMES 14 SEP 12) ... Prudence Bushnell 

FALLS CHURCH, Va. -- There is a black wall in a State Department lobby inscribed with the names of those who died while 
serving overseas. Every time I passed that wall after Al Qaeda blew up two American Embassies in East Africa in 1998, I thought of 
the 12 American and 32 Kenyan friends and colleagues who died on my watch as ambassador. I thought of my own journey that day 
down flights of stairs in the building next door to the embassy, after having been knocked out by the blast, of the people who risked 
their lives to save others, and of how we carried on under horrendous circumstances. 

 
31. AirSea Office Must Battle Through, Or Fail 
(AOL DEFENSE 13 SEP 12) ... Rep. Randy Forbes 

CAPITOL HILL -- It has now been over a year since the Air Force and Navy signed a memorandum of understanding for 
implementing the AirSea Battle (ASB) limited operational concept. Six months ago I wrote that this effort - one that I strongly support 
- will be critical to maintaining our security commitments in the Asia-Pacific region and will only be successful if Congress and the 
Pentagon are able to forge a strong partnership. 

 
32. Calls For Phantom Defense Cuts Must Stop 
(TIME 13 SEP 12) ... Mackenzie Eaglen 

Fiscal restraint is en vogue and increasingly the cover many are using to push other agendas. Republicans spent a week in Tampa 
monitoring America’s mounting national debt at their recent convention. Democrats included a call for “tough” spending cuts, 
especially to the military, as part of their official party platform. The document indicates “outdated Cold War-era systems” should be 
favored for the chopping block. 
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TOP STORIES: 
1. More Protests Erupt In Muslim World 
As anger over video spreads, U.S. appeals for calm may be tested 
(WASHINGTON POST 14 SEP 12) ... Karen DeYoung and Michael Birnbaum 

Protests inspired by an anti-Islam film targeted more U.S. 
facilities in the Muslim world Thursday, testing the will and 
capacity of foreign governments to protect Americans and the 
ability of the Obama administration to cool the growing anger. 

As the anti-U.S. demonstrations spread, the 
administration acted on a variety of fronts to convey two 
messages: that it had nothing to do with the offending video 
and that violence was not an acceptable response to the 
material. 

The impact of the administration’s message remained in 
question. In Sanaa, Yemen, the U.S. Embassy was overrun 
Thursday by protesters who stormed a wall, set fire to a 
building inside the compound, broke windows and carried 
away office supplies and other souvenirs before being 
dispersed by local security forces. 

“We want to expel the American ambassador,” 
Abdelwadood al-Mutawa said as he and other protesters left 
the compound. He said he was motivated by reports of the 
movie mocking the prophet Muhammad. “We cannot accept 
any insult to our prophet,” Mutawa said. “It’s a red line.” 

In Cairo, clouds of tear gas floated through the fortified 
area around the U.S. Embassy as security forces clashed with 
protesters for the third straight day. Smaller demonstrations 
were reported throughout the region, as well as in Iran and 
Bangladesh. 

In Pakistan, where anti-American demonstrations are 
frequent, the government said it had “banned” the American-
made video and blocked access to it online. Although 
Afghanistan reportedly did the same, “Innocence of Muslims” 
was easily available there on the Internet on Thursday night. 

Two days after the deaths of J. Christopher Stevens, the 
U.S. ambassador to Libya, and three other Americans in an 
outbreak of violence in the Libyan city of Benghazi, Secretary 
of State Hillary Rodham Clinton took the lead in trying to 
distance the U.S. government from the movie, calling the film 
“disgusting and reprehensible” and condemning the violent 
response to it. 

“The U.S. government had absolutely nothing to do with 
this video,” Clinton said at a meeting in Washington with a 
delegation from Morocco. “We absolutely reject its content 
and messages. But there is no justification — none at all — for 
responding to this video with violence.” 

The message went out from Washington throughout the 
day, in White House briefings, in speeches in Arab capitals 
and through official Web sites, e-mails and Twitter feeds from 
the State Department and its embassies around the globe. 

Some governments responded to U.S. calls for strong 
statements against violence. After days of relative silence, 
Egyptian President Mohamed Morsi, speaking during a visit to 
Brussels, condemned the attacks on the embassy in Cairo and 
vowed to defend the security of U.S. diplomatic buildings. 

But Morsi also denounced the film and called on “the 
American people” to “declare their rejection” of such 
provocations. His Muslim Brotherhood movement joined 
other groups in calling for major but peaceful anti-U.S. 
demonstrations Friday, the traditional day of protest in the 

Muslim world and a time when appeals for tolerance will be 
tested. 

In a possible sign that influential Egyptian political and 
clerical leaders calling for protests were worried that the tone 
had gotten too heated, the ultraconservative Nour political 
party said the demonstrations should take place away from 
embassies and condemned both violence and the video. 

“We appreciate and value ... the statement from the 
American embassy that condemned the insult to Islam and its 
prophets,” the party said in a statement. 

Yemeni President Abed Rabbo Mansour Hadi, 
meanwhile, quickly apologized to the United States for the 
damage to the embassy in Sanaa and ordered an investigation 
into the incident. 

In a telephone call with Hadi on Thursday, the White 
House said, President Obama “reiterated his rejection of any 
efforts to denigrate Islam and emphasized that there is never 
any justification for the violence we are seeing.” 

Clinton spoke alongside Moroccan Foreign Minister 
Saad-Eddine el-Othmani, who offered condolences for the 
death of Stevens and the three other State Department 
employees. He echoed his government’s “clear position 
against violence and against any confrontation as a way to 
solve problems and settle conflicts.” 

Othmani also thanked Clinton for speaking out against the 
“insult” of the video. 

President Obama spoke by phone with Libyan President 
Mohamed Yusuf al-Magariaf late Wednesday, accepting 
condolences for the deaths and expressing appreciation for the 
cooperation between the United States and Libya in the wake 
of the attack, the White House said. 

Administration officials added little Thursday to accounts 
of how Stevens died. He became separated from others in the 
smoke and gunfire of the attack on the U.S. Consulate in 
Benghazi and was not seen by colleagues until hours later, 
when Libyans delivered his body to the airport during 
diplomatic evacuation efforts. State Department spokeswoman 
Victoria Nuland repeated earlier information that officials 
were told that Stevens had first been taken from the consulate 
to the local hospital, but she said they could not confirm that. 

“We don’t have any definitive information of our own as 
to exactly when he passed or what the precise causes of death 
were,” Nuland said. “I would guess that this is among the 
things that’ll become clearer as the Libyans work on their 
investigation with our support.” 

The body of one of the other Americans, Sean Smith, was 
found inside the consulate when U.S. personnel regained 
control of it early Wednesday morning. On Thursday night, 
Clinton issued a statement identifying the other two as Glen A. 
Doherty and Tyrone S. Woods, both former Navy SEALs who 
had served in Afghanistan and Iraq and were working as 
security personnel for the State Department. Clinton said both 
had “died protecting their colleagues.” 

On Capitol Hill, CIA Director David H. Petraeus briefed 
lawmakers about the Benghazi attack, but according to one 
person who attended the closed-door session, Petraeus said it 
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remained unclear who was behind the attack, whether it was 
planned or whether there was evidence pointing to al-Qaeda 
involvement. The person spoke on the condition of anonymity 
because of the sensitivity of the session. 

At the State Department, Nuland said Clinton “wanted to 
speak so strongly and so directly” because the government 
was concerned “that people in the region don’t understand our 
culture and society, that [the video] was, in fact, a private 
effort, that it has nothing to do with the U.S. government, that 
we don’t do these kinds of videos, and that, in fact, as a 
government, we found it disgusting and reprehensible.” 

“I hope all of you will disseminate and broadcast [her 
message] as broadly as you can,” Nuland told reporters at the 
daily briefing. Clinton’s remarks were “extremely 
intentional,” Nuland said, “because we are concerned that this 
is not understood well.” 

In a State Department reception Thursday night to 
celebrate the Eid holiday marking the end of Ramadan, 
Clinton told gathered Muslim diplomats and others, “When all 
of us who are people of faith — and I am one — feel the pain 
of insults, of misunderstanding, of denigration to what we 
cherish, we must expect ourselves and others not to resort to 
violence.” 

They and the United States, she said, must “recommit 
ourselves to working toward a future marked by understanding 
and acceptance rather than distrust, hatred and fear. We can 
pledge that whenever one person speaks out in ignorance and 
bigotry, ten voices will answer.” 

In emotional remarks, Libya’s ambassador to the United 
States, Ali Aujali, told Clinton and the others of his friendship 
with Stevens, whom he called “a real hero.” Aujali said it was 
“our responsibility, and the responsibility of the Libyan people 
... to protect the Americans” and other diplomats in his 
country. He said that without continued U.S. and international 
help, “we will not be able to do it.” 

Earlier in the day, Clinton acknowledged during her 
appearance with the Moroccan foreign minister that “it is hard 

for some people to understand why the United States cannot or 
does not just prevent” such videos “from ever seeing the light 
of day.” But she said stopping such expressions was not only 
“impossible” but also against U.S. values of free expression. 

Google, which owns YouTube, said it had acted on its 
own to stop access to the video in Egypt and Libya. A Google 
official said the company was “watching carefully” events in 
other countries. 

The administration has criticized other governments for 
trying to shut down the Internet, bar certain content or jam 
cellphone and other communications it finds displeasing. It 
also has assisted dissidents in countries such as Syria in 
making their voices heard electronically. And it has struggled 
to develop its own ability to promote U.S. messages through 
social media. In separate programs, the State Department and 
the Pentagon have spent tens of millions of dollars to monitor 
the public communications of others and send out their own. 

In a measure of the tension between American diplomats 
in Cairo and the Egyptian government, a minor tempest broke 
out Thursday on Twitter between representatives of the 
Muslim Brotherhood and U.S. Embassy public affairs 
officials. 

The Brotherhood posted a message of support for the 
embassy staff, saying it was “relieved” that no diplomatic 
worker had been harmed in the Cairo demonstrations and 
expressing hope that relations between the countries would be 
maintained through the “turbulence of Tuesday’s events.” 

In response, the U.S. Embassy feed said, “Thanks. By the 
way, have you checked out your own Arabic feeds? I hope 
you know we read those too,” an apparent reference to the 
calls for more protests. 

“We understand you’re under a lot of stress,” the 
Brotherhood replied. “But it will be more helpful if you point 
out exactly the Arabic feed of concern.” 

Birnbaum reported from Cairo. Greg Miller in 
Washington, Richard Leiby in Kabul and Mohammad al-
Qadhi in Sanaa contributed to this report. 
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2. Egypt, Hearing From Obama, Moves to Heal Rift From Protests 
(NEW YORK TIMES 14 SEP 12) ... David D. Kirkpatrick, Helene Cooper and Mark Landler 

CAIRO — Following a blunt phone call from President 
Obama, Egyptian leaders scrambled Thursday to try to repair 
the country’s alliance with Washington, tacitly acknowledging 
that they erred in their response to the attack on the United 
States Embassy by seeking to first appease anti-American 
domestic opinion without offering a robust condemnation of 
the violence. 

Set off by anger at an American-made video ridiculing the 
Prophet Muhammad, the attacks on the embassy put President 
Mohamed Morsi and the Muslim Brotherhood in a squeeze 
between the need to stand with Washington against the 
attackers and the demands of many Egyptians to defy 
Washington and defend Islam, a senior Brotherhood official 
acknowledged. 

During a late-night, 20-minute phone call, Mr. Obama 
warned Mr. Morsi that relations would be jeopardized if 
Egyptian authorities failed to protect American diplomats and 
stand more firmly against anti-American attacks. 

The rising breach between the United States and Egypt 
comes at a critical time for the longtime allies. For the Obama 

administration, it is a test of whether it has succeeded in 
efforts to shore up influence after the uprising that toppled 
Hosni Mubarak and to find common ground with the new 
Islamist leaders of a country that is a linchpin of American 
policy in the Middle East. 

For Egypt’s new president, the dilemma quickly became 
an early test of the Brotherhood’s ability to balance domestic 
political pressures, international commitments and its 
conservative religious mandate now that it is also effectively 
governing in a new democracy. 

“We are taking the heat from both sides,” Gehad el-
Haddad, a spokesman for the Brotherhood, acknowledged 
Thursday as the group responded belatedly with a televised 
presidential address, a letter to the editor in The New York 
Times by its top strategist, and a series of sympathetic online 
messages aimed at mollifying American officials. 

After decades focused on disciplining its own cadre to 
survive underground, the Brotherhood’s leadership is still 
adjusting to the competing constituencies and high visibility of 
democratic life. 
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“They realized a little after the fact the degree of fallout in 
the U.S. and that is why you are seeing all these conciliatory 
statements from Brotherhood leaders today,” said Shadi 
Hamid, director of research at the Brookings Doha Center, 
who follows the group closely. “Morsi is doing a difficult 
dance.” 

Evidently paralyzed by the conflicting pressure, Mr. 
Morsi had remained conspicuously silent as protesters 
breached the walls of the American Embassy in Cairo — a 
stark contrast to the help, contrition and condemnation coming 
from the new government of Libya, where gunmen set fire to 
an American diplomatic mission in Benghazi, killing 
Ambassador J. Christopher Stevens and three other 
Americans. 

On Wednesday, Mr. Obama, who is campaigning, called 
staff members at the White House from Air Force One to 
arrange a telephone call to Mr. Morsi, a senior administration 
official said. 

The president was not happy; Egypt, unlike Libya, is 
crucial to American security interests, given its peace treaty 
with Israel. At 11 p.m., from his hotel suite in Stapleton, 
Colo., Mr. Obama got on the phone with Mr. Morsi, who 
began by offering condolences on the American deaths in 
Libya. 

But that was not what Mr. Obama was calling about. 
“The president made his point that we’ve been committed 

to the process of change in Egypt, and we want to continue to 
build a relationship with the Egyptian government,” said a 
senior administration official. “But he made it clear how 
important it is that the Egyptian government work with us to 
lower the tension both in terms of the practical cooperation 
they give us and the statements they make.” 

Mr. Morsi brought up the American-made video attacking 
the Prophet Muhammad, which had set off the violent protests, 
and Mr. Obama said he understood the ire felt by Muslims, but 
added that it did not justify attacks on the embassy. 

Mr. Obama urged Mr. Morsi to publicly and strongly 
condemn the attacks. He had already signaled his displeasure 
earlier, saying in an interview on Telemundo that Egypt was 
not necessarily an “ally,” although White House officials were 
playing down the remark on Thursday. 

“‘Ally’ is a legal term of art,” said Tommy Vietor, a 
spokesman with the National Security Council. “We don’t 
have a mutual defense treaty with Egypt like we do with our 
NATO allies.” 

The pressure from Mr. Obama put Mr. Morsi in a vise 
grip of competing values and world views. Scholars say the 
furor here reflects different traditions when it comes to 
religious rights and freedoms. Where Americans prize 
individual choice, Egyptians put a greater emphasis on the 
rights of communities, families and religious groups. On the 
third day of increasingly violent protests outside the American 
Embassy, many demonstrators said their main demands were 
directed at Mr. Morsi, insisting that he needed to be firmer 
with the United States if it failed to punish the filmmakers. 

“Morsi needs to take firm action,” said Hesham Nawar, 
25, clutching two spent canisters of tear gas and blaming the 
president for the clashes. Islamist politicians, he said, “rise up 
and mobilize millions for politics, but they do not come out 
for the prophet now.” 

But the war of words was continuing in Cairo on 
Thursday. 

The United States Embassy publicly mocked the 
Brotherhood for sending out conflicting messages in its 
English and Arabic Twitter accounts. “Egyptians rise up to 
support Muhammad in front of the American Embassy. Sept. 
11,” read an Arabic language post the Brotherhood sent out on 
the day of the attacks — one of several over the last few days 
emphasizing outrage at the video or calls for its censorship. 

So on Thursday, when the group sent out a message of 
sympathy and support from its top strategist, Khairat el-
Shater, from its English-language Twitter account, the 
Embassy responded tartly via Twitter. “Thanks,” its message 
read, “By the way, have you checked out your own Arabic 
feeds? I hope you know we read those too.” 

By midday, searching for a middle ground, Mr. Morsi 
appeared on national television, telling Egyptians it was their 
“religious duty to protect our guests and those who come to us 
from outside our nation,” including their embassies, and 
businesses. “I know that the people attacking the embassies do 
not represent any of us. We all have to cooperate to express 
opinions while maintaining our principles, our correct 
peaceful ways that the whole world accepts,” he said. 

Mr. Morsi offered condolences for the American 
ambassador killed in Libya, in a parallel protest over the same 
video, and he vowed to bring charges against those who had 
scaled the embassy walls in Cairo. At the same time, however, 
he was also careful to stress the legitimacy of the protesters’ 
grievances. “We all reject any trespassing or offense to our 
Prophet Muhammad,” Mr. Morsi said, adding, “We oppose 
anyone who offends our prophet with words, actions, 
expression. This is rejected by all Muslims and all Egyptians.” 

Mr. Haddad, the Brotherhood spokesman, defended the 
Brotherhood’s attempt to modulate its messages to the 
Egyptian streets and the Western world. 

“Speaking to the angry Muslims of Egypt, we told them 
we understand your anger, you are right to be angry and we 
share it — but let’s all express our anger in the right way and 
control it. And on the other side we tell the international world 
that we condemn these attacks and we urge restraint,” he said. 
Both messages were consistent, he said, and sought to 
preserve enough trust to resolve the tension. 

In the letter to The Times, Mr. Shater, the Brotherhood 
strategist, said: “Despite our resentment of the continued 
appearance of productions like the anti-Muslim film that led to 
the current violence, we do not hold the American government 
or its citizens responsible for acts of the few that abuse the 
laws protecting freedom of expression.” 

For Mr. Obama, the fear is that Egypt’s initially tepid 
reaction to the attacks could set a dangerous precedent, as the 
administration tries to find its footing with the populist 
governments that emerged from the Arab uprisings. Any 
estrangement with Egypt could bleed into Cairo’s relationship 
with Israel — a cold peace since the two countries signed a 
treaty at Camp David more than 30 years ago. 

Mr. Obama’s impatience with Mr. Morsi stems in part 
from the administration’s belief that the United States 
eventually threw its weight behind the democracy movement 
in Tahrir Square last year, and has continued to back the Arab 
street, at least in Egypt. 
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But it is perhaps the 30-year long alliance with the 
Egyptian military, and Mr. Mubarak, that is still on the minds 
of many joining anti-American protests, foreign policy experts 
suggest. 

“Part of what we’re seeing is the residue of support for 30 
years of the Mubarak dictatorship, and that has never been 
decisively confronted by American officials,” said Tom 

Malinowski, of Human Rights Watch. “There’s also all the old 
anger of the Israeli-Palestinian issue, and the sense among 
some that U.S. support for the Tahrir Square movement came 
a few days, or even a few hours, too late for their taste.” 

David D. Kirkpatrick reported from Cairo, and Helene 
Cooper and Mark Landler from Washington. Mai Ayyad 
contributed reporting. 
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3. Panetta Set To Discuss U.S. Shift In Asia Trip 
(NEW YORK TIMES 14 SEP 12) ... Thom Shanker 

WASHINGTON — When Defense Secretary Leon E. 
Panetta travels across Asia next week, on an arc from Japan 
and China to New Zealand, he will face two almost 
contradictory challenges. 

He will be working to dispel skepticism that the 
administration’s new Asia-Pacific strategy is an emperor with 
no clothes, and so is certain to offer rebuttals to those who say 
the regional “rebalancing” remains more rhetoric than reality. 

At the same time, he will have to convince a specific 
audience — in Beijing — that relocating resources to the 
region after a decade of combat in the Middle East and 
Southwest Asia is not meant to confront China. 

At each stop, Mr. Panetta will describe an American 
vision “that we continue to be what we have been now for 
seven decades: the pivotal military power in the Asia-Pacific 
region, which has provided peace and stability,” said Ashton 
B. Carter, the deputy defense secretary, who in late summer 
spent 10 days in Asia pushing the administration’s strategy. 

Part of that strategy, Mr. Carter said, is to ensure that not 
just longtime allies like Japan and South Korea thrive, but that 
American policy helps other economic and political powers — 
he cited China and India — “to rise and prosper.” 

But official studies have criticized the Pentagon’s efforts. 
A review conducted for Congress by the Center for Strategic 
and International Studies said that the Pentagon had not yet 
explained in sufficient detail how it would shift military forces 
to the region, or where the money would be found in an era of 
tightening budgets. 

Mr. Carter, in an interview, spoke of deployments, 
planned deployments and anticipated spending to put the meat 
on the bones of the Asia-Pacific pivot. 

The United States’ new way of war is defined by high-
technology airborne systems for intelligence, surveillance and 
reconnaissance, and a fleet of advanced Global Hawk drones 
is being transferred to Asia from the Middle East, he said. A 
significant number of older Navy surveillance systems — the 
P-3 aircraft, designed for antisubmarine warfare but converted 
for counterinsurgency — are also are being shifted. 

“We are releasing so much capacity as a consequence of 
not having to have that capacity tied up in Iraq and 
Afghanistan,” Mr. Carter said. 

A number of the Air Force’s long-range B-1 and B-52 
bombers will be withdrawn from the Middle East and 
Southwest Asia and moved to the Pacific. At the same time, 
the United States is discussing the placement of missile 
defense radar installations on the territory of Pacific Rim 
allies. 

“People in the region want to see us walk the walk,” Mr. 
Carter said. “These are the steps that we will take to do that.” 

In a speech to an international security conference in 
Singapore this year, Mr. Panetta announced that deployment 
of Navy ships, which have been spread evenly between the 
Atlantic and Pacific Oceans, would be divided 60-40 favoring 
the Pacific. 

Likewise, the Pentagon said that ground combat units that 
were sent from the Pacific region to Iraq or Afghanistan for 
the wars there would return to their bases in Asia. Some 
Marine Corps units would begin conducting training exercises 
in Australia. And the Army is drawing up plans to place 
combat equipment in storage in the region, to be used in 
multinational training exercises and be available on short 
notice in crises. 

Budgets, however, have a way of restricting strategic 
goals. Still, Mr. Carter said, the Pentagon’s spending plans 
will safeguard money for personnel and hardware destined for 
the Asia-Pacific region. 

“We have protected the newest stuff,” Mr. Carter said, 
noting that money to buy aerial refueling tankers and a new 
bomber has not been cut. “And in terms of posture, we are 
sending all of the newest stuff to that part of the world,” he 
added, citing the deployment order for F-22’s, the Air Force’s 
stealthy warplane. 

In announcing Mr. Panetta’s trip to Asia on Thursday, 
George Little, the Pentagon press secretary, underscored 
opportunities for increasing military cooperation with China 
— part of the effort to show that the rebalancing is not about 
containment. 

“The visit provides an opportunity to deepen the military-
to-military engagements between China and the United 
States,” Mr. Little said. 
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CONSULATE ATTACKS: 
4. U.S. Says Two Former Navy SEALS Also Died In Libya Attack 
(REUTERS 13 SEP 12) 

WASHINGTON -- The United States on Thursday 
identified two additional victims of this week's deadly attack 

on the U.S. Consulate in Benghazi, Libya, as former Navy 
SEALS who died trying to protect their colleagues. 
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U.S. Secretary of State Hillary Clinton said Tyrone 
Woods and Glen Doherty died in Tuesday's assault on the 
Benghazi consulate, which also killed U.S. Ambassador to 
Libya Chris Stevens and Sean Smith, a State Department 
information management officer. 

"Our thoughts, prayers, and deepest gratitude are with 
their families and friends. Our embassies could not carry on 
our critical work around the world without the service and 
sacrifice of brave people like Tyrone and Glen," Clinton said 
in a statement. 

The statement identified both Woods and Doherty as 
former Navy SEALS with lengthy experience in Iraq and 
Afghanistan. It did not say in what capacity they were working 
in Benghazi. 

"I am enormously proud of the men and women who risk 
their lives every day in the service of our country and our 
values. They help make the United States the greatest force for 
peace, progress, and human dignity that the world has ever 
known," Clinton said in her statement. 

U.S. officials had confirmed that Stevens and Smith died 
in the attack, but said they could not confirm the identities of 
the two other victims pending notification of their families. 

Three other U.S. personnel were wounded in Tuesday's 
attack, which took place amid a wave of anti-U.S. protests 
across the Middle East against a low-budget, anti-Islam film 
produced in the United States. 

U.S. President Barack Obama has vowed to work with 
Libyan officials to seek justice for those responsible for the 
Benghazi attack, which presented Obama with a new foreign 
policy crisis less than two months before he seeks re-election. 

The U.S. Navy's SEAL (Sea, Air and Land) teams are 
among the most storied of U.S. special operations forces. 

Doherty's family, through a public relations firm, had 
released information about him, including comments from 
friends. 

"Don't feel sorry for him, he wouldn't have it," wrote 
Brandon Webb, who identified himself as a former SEAL and 
friend of Doherty's. 

"He died serving with men he respected, protecting the 
freedoms we enjoy as Americans and doing something he 
loved." 

ABC News interviewed Doherty last month. At the time, 
he said he was working with the State Department on an 
intelligence mission to round up shoulder-fired surface-to-air 
missiles and destroy them, according to an ABC News report. 
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5. In Libya, Chaos Was Followed By Organized Ambush, Official Says 
(NEW YORK TIMES 14 SEP 12) ... Suliman Ali Zway and Rick Gladstone 

BENGHAZI, Libya — The mayhem here that killed four 
United States diplomatic personnel, including the ambassador, 
was actually two attacks — the first one spontaneous and the 
second highly organized and possibly aided by anti-American 
infiltrators of Libya’s young government, a top Libyan 
security official said Thursday. 

The account by the official, Wanis el-Sharif, given to a 
few reporters here, was the most detailed yet of the chaotic 
events on Tuesday in this eastern Libyan city that killed J. 
Christopher Stevens, the first United States ambassador to be 
killed on duty in more than 30 years. 

The deaths occurred amid a wave of anti-American 
protests convulsing the Middle East, inspired by an 
inflammatory anti-Islamic video, “The Innocence of 
Muslims,” that has spread on the Internet in recent days since 
it was publicized in Egypt. Protests expanded on Thursday to 
at least a half-dozen other countries, including Iran. 

Mr. Sharif, a deputy interior minister, said Mr. Stevens 
and a second American diplomat, Sean Smith, were killed in 
the initial attack, which began as a disorganized but angry 
demonstration by civilians and militants outside the American 
Consulate on Tuesday, the anniversary of the Sept. 11, 2001, 
attacks. The protest escalated into an assault by as many as 
200 people, some armed with grenades, who set the building 
on fire. 

The second wave, Mr. Sharif said, was hours later, when 
the consulate staff was being spirited to a safe house a mile 
away. At that point, a team of Libyan security officials was 
evacuating them in a convoy guarded by Marines and Libyan 
security officials who had been flown from Tripoli to retrieve 
them. 

Mr. Sharif said the second attack was a premeditated 
ambush on the convoy by assailants who were armed with 
rocket-propelled grenades and apparently knew the route the 

vehicles were taking. The other two Americans — identified 
on Thursday as Tyrone S. Woods and Glen A. Doherty, both 
former members of the Navy SEALs — were killed in that 
assault. At least 12 Americans and 18 Libyan security officials 
were wounded, Mr. Sharif said. 

“The first part was chaotic and disorganized. The second 
part was organized and planned,” he said. The ambushers in 
the second assault, he said, apparently “had infiltrators who 
were feeding them the information.” 

Parts of Mr. Sharif’s account were not consistent with 
what other Libyan witnesses have said, and his version has not 
been corroborated by American officials, who have said it 
remains unclear how and where Mr. Stevens was killed. Many 
Libyans considered Mr. Stevens a hero for his support of their 
uprising against Col. Muammar el-Qaddafi. 

Two Libyans who were wounded while guarding the 
consulate said that, contrary to Mr. Sharif’s account, there was 
no indication within the consulate grounds that a mass protest, 
including members of armed groups, had been brewing 
outside. The guards spoke on condition of anonymity for their 
personal safety, and one of them said he realized the dangers 
only about 9:30 p.m., when protesters crashed through the gate 
and “started shooting and throwing grenades.” The other guard 
said that he had been drinking coffee inside the compound just 
before the attack, and that it was so quiet “there was not even 
a single ant.” 

Mr. Sharif spoke as Libyan officials said at least four 
people were in custody. The Obama administration, which has 
vowed to bring the killers to justice, has sent 50 Marines and 
two warships to Libya, and the F.B.I. has joined the 
investigation. But it remains unclear precisely what American 
military firepower can do. If the attackers were not part of a 
larger international plot, there are no obvious targets for 
American retaliation. 
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“These are not the kind of guys with training camps and 
caravans to hit,” said Michael W. S. Ryan, an expert on 
Islamic militants at the Jamestown Foundation, a research 
group in Washington. 

The worst of the video-inspired violence on Thursday was 
in Yemen, where at least five Yemenis were killed as 
hundreds of protesters stormed the American Embassy in Sana 
and were repulsed by Yemeni security forces. The embassy’s 
staff, sensitive to the danger, had been safely evacuated hours 
before, and Yemeni leaders apologized to President Obama for 
the mayhem. 

The attackers set cars on fire and plundered offices of 
their equipment, including computers. They also burned an 
American flag and hoisted their own standard proclaiming 
fealty to Islam. By nightfall, witnesses said, smoke was still 
rising from the embassy compound in the eastern part of the 
capital as a protest raged 400 yards away. 

In Egypt, where the anti-American anger began on 
Tuesday, protesters scuffled with police officers who were 
firing tear gas, and news agencies reported that as many as 
200 people might have been hurt. Demonstrations were also 
reported outside United States diplomatic missions in 
Morocco, Sudan and Tunisia — where the police fired tear gas 
to disperse the crowds — and an anti-American protest was 
held in Gaza. 

In Iran, where nearly all large protests must get 
government approval, witnesses and news reports said 500 
people screaming “Death to America!” converged at the Swiss 
Embassy, which handles American diplomatic interests, and 
were restrained by hundreds of police officers. 

The authorities in Afghanistan, where deadly violence has 
repeatedly flared over perceived insults to Islam, scrambled to 
keep the video, which portrays the Prophet Muhammad as a 
perverted buffoon, from being seen. Afghanistan officials said 
they pressed to indefinitely suspend access to YouTube, where 
the video, promoted by a shadowy assortment of right-wing 
Christians in the United States, had been viewed more than 1.6 
million times by Thursday. 

In Washington, Secretary of State Hillary Rodham 
Clinton said Mr. Woods and Mr. Doherty — the two victims 
identified on Thursday — had served multiple tours in Iraq 
and Afghanistan before going to work as contract security 

officers for the American diplomatic mission in Libya. Mr. 
Woods, she said in a statement on Thursday night, was 
married and had three sons and was a registered nurse and a 
certified paramedic. 

He and Mr. Doherty died “helping protect their 
colleagues,” she said. 

Mrs. Clinton also delivered a strongly worded 
denunciation of the video in what her spokeswoman later said 
was an effort to quash the belief in some parts of the Arab 
world that the United States government had somehow 
sponsored or condoned it. 

“To us, to me personally, this video is disgusting and 
reprehensible,” Mrs. Clinton said at a briefing with Morocco’s 
foreign minister. “It appears to have a deeply cynical purpose: 
to denigrate a great religion and to provoke rage.” 

The killings in Libya led to a major political flare-up in 
the United States on Wednesday, when Mr. Obama’s 
Republican challenger, Mitt Romney, issued a harsh critique 
of the president’s handling of the protests and accused him of 
apologizing for the United States. The administration rejected 
the accusation, and even some Republicans distanced 
themselves from Mr. Romney’s criticism as inappropriate 
under the circumstances. 

The Yemen protests came hours after a Muslim cleric, 
Abdul Majid al-Zindani, urged followers to emulate the 
protests in Libya and Egypt, residents in Sana said. Mr. 
Zindani, a onetime mentor to Osama bin Laden, was named a 
“specially designated global terrorist” by the Treasury 
Department in 2004. 

The crowd in Sana gathered a day after the embassy 
warned Americans in a posting on its Web site that “in the 
wake of recent events in Libya and Egypt, there is the 
possibility of protests in Yemen, and specifically in the 
vicinity of the U.S. Embassy, in the coming days.” 

Suliman Ali Zway reported from Benghazi, Libya, and 
Rick Gladstone from New York. Reporting was contributed by 
Nasser Arrabyee from Sana, Yemen; Alan Cowell from 
London; Ramtin Rastin from Tehran; David D. Kirkpatrick 
from Cairo; Kareem Fahim from Beirut, Lebanon; and Steven 
Lee Myers, Scott Shane and Michael S. Schmidt from 
Washington. 
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6. Libya Arrests 4 Over Deadly Benghazi Attack: Official 
(REUTERS 13 SEP 12) ... Ali Shuaib 

TRIPOLI -- Libyan authorities have made four arrests in 
the investigation into the attack on the U.S. consulate in 
Benghazi in which the U.S. ambassador and three embassy 
staff were killed, the deputy interior minister said on 
Thursday. 

"Four men are in custody and we are interrogating them 
because they are suspected of helping instigate the events at 
the U.S. consulate," Wanis Sharif told Reuters. 

He gave no more details. 
U.S. ambassador to Libya Christopher Stevens and three 

other Americans died after the gunmen attacked the U.S. 
consulate and a safe house refuge in the eastern city of 

Benghazi on Tuesday night. The attackers were part of a mob 
blaming America for a film they said insulted the Prophet 
Mohammad. 

Demonstrators attacked the U.S. embassies in Yemen and 
Egypt on Thursday in protests against the film, and American 
warships were moved closer to Libya. 

President Barack Obama has vowed to bring to justice 
those responsible for the Benghazi attack, which U.S. officials 
said may have been planned in advance. Secretary of State 
Hillary Clinton said Washington had nothing to do with the 
video, which she called "disgusting and reprehensible.” 
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7. Navy Destroyers Sent To Libya Left Norfolk With Entirely Different Orders 
(WVEC ABC NORFOLK 13 SEP 12) ... Mike Gooding 

NORFOLK -- The two Norfolk-based ships sent by the 
Pentagon to the waters off Libya left here with entirely 
different orders. 

USS McFaul left Naval Station Norfolk on February 26 
for what the Navy called maritime security and counter piracy 
operations. 

USS Laboon deployed to the Mediterranean Sea on July 
11th to provide ballistic missile defense for the 28 nations of 
NATO. 

Both Arleigh Burke Class guided missile destroyers are 
equipped with Tomahawk cruise missiles, which can strike 
targets with pinpoint precision from hundreds of miles away. 

U.S. officials insist neither ship has specific mission 
orders. They’re being sent in response to the Libyan crisis to 
give American command authority leaders “flexibility.” 

The commanding officers of both warships said before 
deploying that their crews embraced their missions, 
understood that being flexible is critical and that safety is a top 
concern. 

“There is always a risk,” McFaul Commanding Officer 
CDR Daniel Gillen said. “There’s risk in any kinetic operation 
to just seamanship. I’m out on the highs seas, so there’s 
always a high risk. And I’m always conscious of that and one 
of my priorities is bringing all of my 295 Sailors back safely.” 

When the Libyan situation began unfolding, Laboon was 
involved in a port visit in Crete. The ship has now been moved 
to a position of the coast of Libya. McFaul was outside the 
Strait of Gibralter and is said to be a few days away. 

The move was made a day before the arrests of four 
people suspected of helping "instigate the events at the U.S. 
consulate in Benghazi in which the U.S. ambassador and three 
embassy staff were killed," Reuters reported. 

ABC News reported Thursday that one of the victims was 
a former Navy SEAL - 42-year-old Glen Doherty from the 
Boston area. 

View Clip (RT: 3:27) 
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8. 'Full-Court Press' To Protect American Embassies 
(CNN 13 SEP 12) ... Elise Labott 

Fearing protests after Friday Muslim prayers could turn 
violent, the Obama administration is engaged in an all-out 
effort to secure American diplomatic facilities overseas. 

In the wake of Tuesday's attack on the U.S. Consulate in 
Benghazi, Libya, and protests at U.S. embassies in Cairo, 
Egypt, and Yemen in response to a video by an American 
filmmaker, officials say all diplomatic posts overseas have 
been instructed to beef up security in advance of Friday's 
prayers 

"We are in a full-court press at every single one of the 
posts in the Middle East and anywhere else there is any chance 
of demonstrations after Friday services to make sure nothing 
bad happens. And to have the security in place in case bad 
things do happen," one senior official said. "We are talking to 
every senior person, in Washington and at post to make certain 
as much security is in place any place we think there could be 
a threat or a demonstration." 

Friday prayers have consistently been a flashpoint for 
protests throughout the Arab spring. 

President Obama said Wednesday he instructed all 
diplomatic posts to review their security posture and ensure 
they have the resources they need. Such reviews are common 
before holidays, such as the anniversary of the 9/11 attacks. 

"But we are looking at our security again in light of all of 
these events, the post-9/11 environment, the video that has 
been on the Internet, the protests and of course Libya with an 
eye toward Friday protests," the official said. 

Officials said that in the wake of the Libya attack and the 
embassy protests, numerous high-level meetings have taken 
place over the past 36 hours addressing embassy security, 
including at the cabinet level including Secretary of State 
Hillary Clinton and Defense Secretary Leon Panetta. 

"We are holding a review and making assessments based 
on the posts and the intelligence community," the senior 
administration official said. "And we are telling them if you 
need anything, speak up." 

Officials said the administration is also casting a wide net 
to send messages of calm, reaching out to imams and other 
credible voices in the United States and abroad. The 
administration is also engaged in an extensive campaign to 
inform Muslims that the video was not endorsed by the United 
States government. The effort began Thursday morning with a 
statement from Clinton denouncing the film as "disgusting and 
reprehensible." 

Diplomats have also taken to social media and online 
Arabic websites to speak about Washington's rejection of the 
film within the context of freedom of expression. 
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MIDEAST: 
9. Obama Rebuffs Netanyahu On Setting Limits On Iran’s Nuclear Program 
(NEW YORK TIMES 14 SEP 12) ... Mark Landler and Helene Cooper 

WASHINGTON — President Obama on Tuesday 
rejected an appeal by Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu of 
Israel to spell out a specific “red line” that Iran could not cross 
in its nuclear program, a senior administration official said, 

deepening the divide between the allies over how to deal with 
Iran’s nuclear ambitions. 

In an hourlong telephone conversation, this official said, 
Mr. Obama deflected Mr. Netanyahu’s proposal to make the 
size of Iran’s stockpile of close-to-bomb-grade uranium the 
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threshold for a military strike by the United States against its 
nuclear facilities. 

Mr. Obama, the official said, repeated the assurances he 
gave to Mr. Netanyahu in March that the United States would 
not allow Iran to manufacture a nuclear weapon. But the 
president was unwilling to agree on any specific action by Iran 
— like reaching a defined threshold on nuclear material, or 
failing to adhere to a deadline on negotiations — that would 
lead to American military action. 

“We need some ability for the president to have decision-
making room,” said the official, who spoke on the condition of 
anonymity because of the delicacy of the talks. “We have a 
red line, which is a nuclear weapon. We’re committed to that 
red line.” 

Israeli officials, however, say this guarantee may not be 
enough for Israel, which Iranian leaders have repeatedly 
threatened with annihilation. Diplomatic talks, the Israelis say, 
have done nothing to slow Iran’s nuclear program — nor have 
economic sanctions, though they have inflicted significant 
damage on the Iranian economy. 

The telephone conversation came after a day that seemed 
to epitomize the frequently crossed wires between Mr. Obama 
and Mr. Netanyahu. It began with angry comments by the 
prime minister that the Obama administration had no “moral 
right” to restrain Israel from taking military action on its own 
if it refused to put limits on Iran. It continued with reports in 
the Israeli news media that the White House had rebuffed a 
request by Mr. Netanyahu’s office for a meeting with Mr. 
Obama during the meeting of the United Nations General 
Assembly in New York this month. The White House denied 
those reports, citing more mundane scheduling problems. 
Finally, on Tuesday evening, Mr. Obama called Mr. 
Netanyahu. 

The source of the conflict is the belief by Mr. Netanyahu 
that Iran, having continued to stockpile uranium enriched to 
20 percent, is nearing the point at which Israel will no longer 
be able to prevent it from making a bomb. 

Administration officials contend that the United States 
will still be able to detect, and prevent, Iran from passing that 
point. Nor does the administration have evidence that Iran’s 
supreme leader, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, has even made a 
decision to build a bomb. Iran, for its part, insists that its 
nuclear program is for peaceful energy purposes. 

Israel’s latest burst of anxiety about Iran comes in the 
midst of the American presidential election, leading some 
analysts to argue that Mr. Netanyahu is trying to use political 
leverage on Mr. Obama to stiffen his position. His Republican 
challenger, Mitt Romney, has accused Mr. Obama of not 
doing enough to protect a close ally. 

Israeli officials flatly deny that Mr. Netanyahu is playing 
election-year politics. They said the prime minister was deeply 
frustrated by a recent interview with Secretary of State Hillary 
Rodham Clinton, in which she said the United States was “not 
setting deadlines.” 

People with close ties to Israel say Mr. Netanyahu and 
other Israeli officials are also frustrated because the 
Americans do not appear sufficiently concerned about Iran’s 
growing stockpile of medium-enriched uranium. In its latest 
report, the International Atomic Energy Agency says the 
Iranians have amassed enough low- and medium-enriched 
uranium that, with further enrichment, could fuel as many as 
six nuclear weapons. 

Basing a military judgment on Iran’s stockpile of 
medium-enriched uranium could be tricky, however, because 
while the overall amount of this material has increased, the 
amount that can be readily used to fuel a bomb has declined 
since Iran converted some of it into plates to be used in a 
research reactor in Tehran. 

“The Israelis are worried that once Iran accumulates a 
bomb’s worth of 20 percent-enriched uranium, it’s an easy 
dash to get weapons-grade nuclear fuel,” said David 
Makovsky, a senior fellow at the Washington Institute for 
Near East Policy, who met recently with Israeli officials. 
“Before they decide they’re on their own, I think they want to 
know that they and Washington see eye-to-eye that this is a 
red line that cannot be passed.” 

Indeed, Israeli officials appear reluctant to act without the 
backing of the United States. Mr. Netanyahu faces deep 
divisions within his own country about the wisdom of a 
military strike. On Thursday, Israel’s deputy prime minister 
for intelligence and atomic affairs, Dan Meridor, appeared to 
undercut Mr. Netanyahu, saying in an interview with Israeli 
Army radio, “I don’t want to set red lines or deadlines for 
myself.” 

David E. Sanger contributed reporting. 
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ASIA – PACIFIC: 
10. China Irks Japan With Patrol-Ship Incursion 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 14 SEP 12) ... Yuka Hayashi and Eleanor Warnock 

TOKYO—Tensions between Japan and China escalated 
Friday as an unusually large group of Chinese patrol ships 
entered Japanese territorial waters near disputed islands in the 
East China Sea, as Beijing tried to assert its sovereignty. 

The provocative action came days after Tokyo announced 
plans to purchase three of the contested islands it controls 
from a Japanese private owner to keep them out of the hands 
of nationalist Tokyo governor Shintaro Ishihara, who had 
intended to use the territory to further inflame the situation. 

While Tokyo's move was intended to calm Beijing, it 
instead drew an angry response from Chinese Premier Wen 

Jiabao, prompting Beijing to say it planned to send marine 
surveillance vessels toward the islands. 

China's foreign ministry said the ships entered the waters 
Friday to conduct maritime surveillance and that Beijing was 
carrying out a mission of "law enforcement over its maritime 
rights." 

Chinese patrol ships have repeatedly entered Japanese 
waters near the islands—known as Senkaku in Japan and 
Diaoyu in China—over the past year. But the group of six 
vessels that entered Friday morning was the largest such 
mission ever, said a Japanese government spokesman. The 
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chain has become a symbol of maritime rivalry between the 
two Asian powers. 

The last time tensions flared over the islands in 2010, a 
smaller group of Chinese patrol ships neared, but never 
entered, the Japanese territorial waters. 

Japanese Prime Minister Yoshihiko Noda told reporters 
Friday his government would "take all possible measures" to 
ensure the security around the islands, said Kyodo News. 
Tokyo said it set up a special office at the prime minister 
office's crisis management center to deal with the situation and 
filed a formal protest to China's ambassador to Japan. 

The Japanese coast guard said one of the boats entered 
Japanese waters around 6:18 am Tokyo time at about 22 
kilometers, or 14 miles, north-northeast of Taisho island, one 
of the craggy islets that make up the chain. It was followed by 
a second boat two minutes later. Territorial waters are defined 
as the area within 12 nautical miles of a nation's mainland. 

Four other vessels later followed into the waters, before 
the group sailed out to the area known as the contiguous zone. 

The Japanese coast guard said it had warned the boats not 
to enter the waters after the first boat reached a distance of 44 
kilometers, or 27 miles, from the islands earlier in the 
morning. 

The growing friction between patrol ships from the two 
nations is unlikely to lead to an immediate military 
confrontation between the two nations with significant trade 
and economic ties. Both the naval forces of People's 
Liberation Army and Japan's Maritime Self Defense Force 
have kept their vessels far away from the disputed islands. 

Still, the move comes as Japan and many other Asian 
nations are growing increasingly wary of China's growing 
territorial assertiveness around the region. Friday's show of 
force came on the eve of a planned Asian trip by U.S. Defense 
Secretary Leon Panetta, who will visit both countries next 
week, part of the Pentagon's recalibration to rebalance its 
focus on Asia security. China's growing assertiveness in 
territorial disputes with Japan and other counters in the region 
will be high on Mr. Panetta's agenda during the trip. 

The latest flare-up in territorial tensions came after Mr. 
Noda's government announced Monday plans to buy three of 
the Senkaku islands from a private Japanese owner. Japanese 

officials explained the action was aimed at preventing further 
deterioration in bilateral sentiment by ending a high-profile 
campaign by Mr. Ishihara, Tokyo's combative governor, to 
raise funds to buy the islands. Mr. Ishihara had talked about 
launching many high-visibility projects on the islands to 
cement Japan's claims, such as building ports. Mr. Noda's 
government has promised a more low-key management of the 
territory. 

That explanation, however, didn't go over well in China. 
A number of private and official cultural exchange programs 
have been canceled, government officials have hinted at 
curbing purchase of Japanese goods, and anti-Japan rallies 
have spread to several cities in China. 

"If some Chinese consumers want to express their views 
in a reasonable way, we think that's their right and we fully 
understand," China's vice minister of commerce, Jiang 
Zengwei, said at a Thursday press conference, referring to the 
island dispute. 

The Japanese consulate in Shanghai issued a special 
warning Thursday to the city's 50,000-plus Japanese residents, 
citing several incidents where Japanese nationals became 
target of minor violence. In one, a group of several Japanese 
were attacked on a Shanghai street by someone shouting 
"Japanese." One person was injured after a bowl noodles was 
dumped on him and another person had eyeglasses smashed, 
according to a statement posted on the consulate's web site. 

The Japanese government has called on Japanese 
residents and businesses based in China to use extra caution 
over the coming days, citing the possibility of violent anti-
Japan protest rallies across China over the weekend around a 
key anniversary of Japan's occupation of China during the 
early part of last century. 

Adding to Japan's diplomatic challenge, Tokyo must cope 
with the escalating tensions without its ambassador to China. 
Only two days after his appointment, ambassador Shinichi 
Nishimiya was rushed to the hospital, unconscious, after 
collapsing on a Tokyo street Thursday morning. Mr. 
Nishimiya remains in the hospital Friday, and a foreign 
ministry spokesman declined to comment on the condition of 
the 60-year-old diplomat. 
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11. Navy, Marine Corps Will Seek Allies' Cooperation In Asia-Pacific 
(NATIONAL DEFENSE 13 SEP1 2) ... Dan Parsons 

PANAMA CITY, Fla. — A U.S. defense budget crunch 
will force the Navy and Marine Corps to lean on regional 
partners to establish a constant presence in the Pacific, 
officials said. 

Within 10 years, Marines will be spread across the Pacific 
theater, stationed on a rotating basis everywhere from Darwin, 
Australia, to mainland Japan, said Marine Corps Lt. Gen. 
Thomas L. Conant, deputy commander of U.S. Pacific 
Command. With such a distributed force -- the largest 
concentration of which will be 11,500 Marines in Okinawa -- 
the "distances alone can defeat your efforts,” Conant said. 

The challenge is how to cover an enormous expanse with 
existing ships and a dwindling number of troops, said 
Undersecretary of the Navy Robert O. Work. 

For that reason, Marine Corps and Navy leadership are 
seeking regional partners to close the gaps. Modern, more 

flexible ships and weapon systems also will be key to 
executing the U.S. strategy in the Pacific, Work said. 

“We can’t afford very expensive platforms,” said Work. 
“We’ve got to make the platforms we have better.” 

In an endorsement of the Littoral Combat Ship, Work 
cited the vessel to hype “capability containers” as the future of 
naval shipbuilding. Together with the newfangled Forward 
Afloat Sea Base and the introduction of the F-35B short 
takeoff and landing Joint Strike Fighter, the Navy and Marine 
Corps’ force will have advanced capabilities, Work said. 

The Navy will be seeking “energy efficient vessels with 
smaller crews” that save money while delivering capabilities 
equal or better than currently available, Work said. 

“The people who cry about [the LCS’] capabilities are 
missing the forest for the trees,” Work said. 
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The ship’s open payload space, like that of a large-deck 
amphibious ship or the joint high-speed vessel, is prime real 
estate for Marines, aircraft, ground vehicles or unmanned 
systems. The same goes for the afloat forward sea base, which 
at $600 million is a relative bargain compared to a $12 billion 
aircraft carrier. 

“It’s just a big box,” Work said. It what goes inside that 
counts, he added. 

By 2020, 60 percent of the Navy’s fleet — including 6 of 
11 aircraft carriers — will be based in the Pacific. That will 
happen regardless of defense spending cuts, Work said. The 
availability of 11 aviation-capable amphibious ready groups 
means the U.S. presence worldwide could jump from 11 
aircraft carriers to 22, he said. 

Using forward sea bases, of which two are planned, the 
military then has another platform from which to launch 
helicopters and smaller craft. Those aircraft and small boats 
will carry unmanned vehicles that extend their reach, he said. 

Work noted that much of the ongoing planning could be 
jeopardized if Congress allows sequestration — the automatic, 
across-the-board 10 percent cut to defense spending looming 
on Jan. 2 — to occur, he said. 

“The big unknown is sequestration,” Work said. “You 
could not implement the current strategy at the sequestration 
level. At the current level, it’s hard but manageable. At the 
sequestration level it becomes hard and unmanageable.” 
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12. Marines Plan To Conduct Osprey Test Flights Off Shimonoseki 
(KYODO NEWS 14 SEP 12) 

TOKYO -- The U.S. Marine Corps plans to conduct test 
flights of its MV-22 Osprey transport planes over waters in the 
Sea of Japan off Shimonoseki, Yamaguchi Prefecture, later 
this month, Japanese Defense Ministry sources said Friday. 

The Marines have already brought in 12 Osprey vertical 
takeoff and landing planes to its Iwakuni base, also 
Yamaguchi Prefecture, for deployment at the Kadena air 
station in Okinawa Prefecture. 

The Marines plan to conduct the test flights in its training 
airspace off the western tip of Japan's main island of Honshu, 
the sources said, adding that they would avoid flights over 
land. 

The Osprey aircraft are expected to head for Okinawa 
after completing the test flights, the sources said. 

Both the U.S. and Japanese governments have said the 
U.S. Marines will not operate the Osprey aircraft before its 
safety is confirmed. 

In a meeting with Iwakuni Mayor Yoshihiko Fukuda on 
Wednesday, Japanese Defense Minister Satoshi Morimoto 
briefed the mayor about the results of investigations into the 
crash of an Osprey aircraft in Florida in June. 

Morimoto said in the meeting that the U.S. Marines are 
expected to launch test flights of the Osprey aircraft once the 
safety measures are confirmed at the Japan-U.S. Joint 
Committee and they are endorsed by Japanese Prime Minister 
Yoshihiko Noda. The joint committee is formed by officials of 
Japanese foreign and defense ministries as well as the U.S. 
military and the U.S. Embassy in Tokyo. 

Shimonoseki Mayor Tomoaki Nakao issued a statement 
Friday, saying he was surprised at the news that the U.S. 
Marines plan to conduct test flights near his city. 

Meanwhile in Naha, capital of Okinawa Prefecture, 
Okinawa Gov. Hirokazu Nakaima showed displeasure with 
the Japanese and U.S. governments for continuing 
consultations to deploy the Osprey aircraft in Okinawa. 

Nakaima told a news conference Friday that he has asked 
the prime minister's office, the Defense Ministry and the 
Foreign Ministry to review the deployment of the tilt-rotor 
planes to Okinawa but that the Japanese government has failed 
to accept his request seriously. 

Nakaima also said he plans to visit the United States 
shortly to meet with U.S. government officials and ask them to 
review the Osprey deployment plan. 

Japanese residents and local governments, particularly in 
Okinawa Prefecture, are worried about the deployment of the 
transporter following crashes earlier this year in Florida and 
Morocco. 

In addition, an Osprey made an emergency landing in 
North Carolina earlier this month, adding fuel to Okinawa 
residents' worries about their deployment at the Futenma air 
station, which is located in a densely populated area in the city 
of Ginowan. 

The U.S. Marines plan to deploy a total of 24 Ospreys -- 
which take off and land like helicopters and cruise like fixed-
wing aircraft -- to the Futenma base by 2014 to replace aging 
CH-46 double-rotor helicopters. 

Last Sunday, tens of thousands of Okinawa people 
gathered for a rally in Ginowan to protest against the 
deployment plan. 
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PERSONNEL: 
13. Election Focus Postpones TRICARE Rx Hikes 
Pharmacy Users Dodge Stiff October Fee Hikes – For Now 
(MILITARY UPDATE 13 SEP 12) ... Tom Philpott 

With members of Congress focused on winning 
reelection, TRICARE pharmacy users will get a temporary 
reprieve from stiff co-payment increases on prescriptions 
filled at TRICARE retail outlets or mail order. 

The 112th Congress has reconvened after a five-week 
recess, primarily to pass a "continuing appropriation 
resolution" or "CR," which will allow federal departments, 
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including defense, to continue to spend at 2012 budget levels 
until new funding bills are passed after the Nov. 6 election. 

The CR drafted in the House, which both chambers are 
expected to approve next week before lawmakers resume 
campaigning, would expire March 27, 2013. That date, 
however, does not remove the threat of budget "sequestration" 
on Jan. 2 when deep, across-the-board cuts in federal 
programs are scheduled to take effect unless Republicans and 
Democrats can cut a major deficit-reduction deal. 

The CR will allow the House and Senate to delay passing 
a final defense authorization for fiscal 2013, which begins Oct. 
1. And that is where the reprieve occurs for users of the 
TRICARE pharmacy benefit. 

Both the House and Senate versions of the defense bill 
block the Obama administration's plan to raise TRICARE 
enrollment fees on military retirees, but they would allow 
hefty increases in co-pays at TRICARE retail pharmacies and 
through mail order or "home delivery" program. 

Language in the House bill (HR 4310) is more favorable 
to beneficiaries, allowing only part of co-pay increases sought 
by the Department of Defense. Out-of-pocket costs for drugs 
dispensed at retail pharmacies in the TRICARE network 
would increase from $12 to $17 on brand name drugs listed on 
the military formulary. Co-pays for non-formulary brand name 
drugs would climb from $17 to $44. 

For mail order, the House plan would increase the co-pay 
for a 90-day supply of brand name drugs on the formulary 
from $9 to $13, while the $25 co-pay for non-formulary drugs 
would jump to $43. There would be no cost for generic drugs 
by mail order and the charge would be $5 at retail outlets. 

The House bill also would allow annual increases in these 
drug co-pays beginning Oct. 1, 2013, but these adjustments 
would be capped to the percentage rise in cost-of-living 
adjustments for military retired pay. 

The House also would require DoD to conduct a pilot 
program for five years on TRICARE for Life users -- 
beneficiaries age 65 and older. They would be required to 
obtain refills of all maintenance drugs through the mail order 
pharmacy. They could opt out of this arrangement after a year. 
Also, the mail order requirement for TFL beneficiaries could 
be waived, on an individual basis, if personal circumstances 
warrant. 

These House-passed changes were to take effect Oct. 1 to 
save the Department of Defense an estimated $590 million in 
the new fiscal year. But that is sure to be delayed given stalled 
progress toward passing a final bill. 

In the Senate, the armed services committee voted out its 
version of a defense authorization bill (S 3254) in June. The 
full Senate won't vote on the bill until after the election, 
however. The bill so far places no restriction on the Defense 
Department's existing authority to adjust pharmacy co-pays. 

So, in effect, it green light changes sought by the 
administration. 

That plan, unveiled in February, would raise co-pays on 
brand-name drugs at TRICARE retail pharmacies from $12 to 
$26 and allow increases thereafter of $2 a year until hitting 
$34 in October 2016. Co-pays for brand drugs through mail 
order would jump from $9 to $26 for a 90-day supply, and 
climb annually to reach $34 by 2016. 

Under both the House bill and the DoD plan, base 
pharmacies would continue to fill prescriptions at no charge 
and the co-pay on generic drugs at retail would remain $5 for 
several years. 

But in 2017, the department would end the policy of 
dispensing generic drugs for free through mail order. The co-
pay would be $9 for a 90-day supply of generic drugs by the 
mail or a 30-day supply at retail outlets. 

By law, co-pays on brand name drugs for active duty 
families can't exceed 20 percent of the military's average cost 
to procure them. For retirees, co-pays on brand name drugs 
can't exceed 25 percent of cost. Presumably these limits aren't 
exceeded under the department's plan. 

Pharmacy officials say the goal is to encourage use of 
mail order or base pharmacies because brand name 
medications filled at retail outlets cost taxpayers 27 percent 
more. The government's average cost for a year's worth of a 
brand name medication at retail is $1156 versus $840 through 
mail order. If generic drugs are used instead, that average falls 
to $200 a year regardless of where the generic drug is 
dispensed. 

In 2017, the department wants co-pays adjusted yearly to 
match medical inflation. The House seeks to soften that blow 
by limiting yearly hikes in co-pays to no more than percentage 
increase in military retired pay. 

But with Congress focused on reelection, the Senate won't 
pass its defense authorization bill until at least mid-November. 
A House-Senate conference committee then will have to iron 
out differences between the two versions of the bill including 
the details on new pharmacy co-pays. 

Last June, soon after the Senate committee voted out a 
defense bill with no language to block that administration's co-
pay plan, the Department of Defense published a proposed 
regulation in the Federal Register to prepare the way for 
charging beneficiaries higher co-pays. 

In an election year, however, strange things can happen. 
On July 5, nine days after the draft regulation was published, a 
new posting in the Federal Register withdrew it. 

TRICARE officials had no immediate comment on why 
the draft regulation was shelved, nor would they comment on 
what changes might occur this year in drug co-pays for 
military beneficiaries. For now, a plan to raise co-pays to what 
officials called "a more realistic level after a decade of no 
change" is sidelined. And beneficiaries aren't complaining. 
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14. Region's Top Navy Brass Has Change Of Command 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 14 SEP 12) ... Mike Hixenbaugh 

NORFOLK -- Adm. John C. Harvey Jr. folded his arms 
on his desk and sat quietly as reporters shuffled into position 
in his office at Norfolk Naval Station. 

In a moment, the four-star head of U.S. Fleet Forces 
Command would look into a bank of TV cameras and explain 

his decision to remove the popular skipper of an aircraft 
carrier two weeks before a deployment in January 2011. 

He would explain why he acted so swiftly to discipline 
the captain, who became the subject of national media 
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attention after a series of raunchy videos he produced and 
starred in were leaked to the media. 

Harvey called on Navy tradition as he explained why the 
captain needed to be held accountable for "poor judgment" 
and "inappropriate actions." 

The script on the desk in front of him spelled out his 
position in clear terms: "Our leaders must be beyond reproach, 
and our Sailors deserve nothing less." 

It's a line Harvey repeated often during his three-year 
term as the top-ranking naval officer in Hampton Roads, a 
tenure that comes to an end today when he turns over 
command to Adm. William Gortney. 

In the coming weeks, Harvey will move with his wife to 
Charlottesville. The 60-year-old former reactor officer with a 
master's degree in public administration from Harvard will 
serve as a guest lecturer at the University of Virginia. 

Harvey likely will be remembered as a stern disciplinarian 
who didn't shy from controversy, who spoke up when he saw 
trouble, acted quickly to discipline anyone who might tarnish 
the Navy's reputation, and showed a painstaking commitment 
to explain his decisions. 

When appropriate, he told jokes. 
It's a philosophy of leadership he derived from two 

centuries of naval history and lessons from his own 39-year 
career. 

On Monday, the bespectacled admiral stood at a podium 
aboard the Navy ship San Antonio and presented the crew 
with an award from "the highest levels of the Navy" for 
outstanding achievement in the face of difficult circumstances. 

The ceremony on board the once-troubled amphibious 
transport dock provided a fitting bookend to Harvey's tour at 
Fleet Forces, which staffs, equips and trains Navy forces. 

The ship, commissioned in 2006, had become the poster 
child for naval inefficiency. It had problems from the start, 
and after a troubled maiden deployment in 2008, the ship 
spent years getting its mechanical and engineering problems 
diagnosed and fixed. 

Harvey inherited the headache of the San Antonio when 
he landed at Fleet Forces in 2009, and he became determined 
to get it right. He refused to make excuses for the ship's much-
publicized and expensive struggles, acknowledging the Navy's 
role in the problems while also taking to task the contractors 
who designed and built the vessel. 

"Everybody flunked," Harvey told a reporter last year. 
In 2010, he decided the ship was not ready to deploy, and 

he ordered another warship to take its place the following 
year. 

Today, the San Antonio is functioning as intended and 
scheduled to deploy early next year. 

As he praised the crew on one of his final days in 
uniform, Harvey said his mind drifted back to his first sea tour 
aboard the aircraft carrier Enterprise, when as a young officer, 
he would single out Sailors for good work. That became one 
of his favorite duties over decades in command. 

"When I graduated from the Naval Academy, none of 
them were born yet," Harvey said of the San Antonio's 
enlisted crew. "But it was still just as rewarding as it was on 
my first ship, in the reactor department on the Enterprise, 
when we recognized one of my Sailors for a job well done. 

"It was a great feeling that brought back for me what it 
means to be in the Navy." 

Harvey doesn't look the part of a man in charge of some 
130,000 Sailors. His modest build and receding hairline 
suggest government bean counter more than four-star admiral. 

The Baltimore native fell in love with naval history when 
he was 9 years old when his father gave him a book about 
great naval battles. 

"That sort of started the flood," said Harvey, who's known 
as a prolific reader. 

Harvey graduated from the academy in 1973 and entered 
the Navy's nuclear propulsion program, where he learned the 
nuts and bolts of shipboard nuclear power plant operation. 

He served aboard and skippered a number of ships, 
including a stint as commander of an aircraft carrier strike 
group, before serving as chief of naval personnel in 2005. In 
2009, he came back to Norfolk to take over command of Fleet 
Forces. 

He's a cerebral leader, a student of history who looks to 
the past for lessons in decision-making but isn't afraid to break 
new ground. He treated the post like a public office, seeking 
input from even the lowest-ranking Sailors through a 
command blog, and coming down hard on officers who he 
believed violated the public's trust. 

Harvey was criticized for removing Capt. Owen Honors 
after learning the Enterprise skipper had produced crude 
videos to entertain the crew years earlier. Detractors accused 
Harvey of bowing to a politically correct culture. 

He heard similar complaints after court-martialing the San 
Antonio's executive officer following the drowning death of a 
Sailor, and again when he relieved the two top officers aboard 
the Ponce following accusations of hazing on the amphibious 
transport dock. 

In each case, Harvey explained his decisions on his blog. 
All came down to one thing, he said: trust. 

"The standards that we uphold are to retain the trust of our 
Sailors and to retain the trust of the American people," he said. 
"I didn't invent those standards, but I do support them." 

The Navy that Harvey leaves behind looks little like the 
service he entered in 1969. Back then, minorities were often 
limited to menial jobs aboard ships, women were barred from 
most units, and homosexuality was considered a mental defect 
that restricted gays from serving. 

Harvey likes to think he had a hand in breaking down 
some of those barriers. He helped guide the Navy's decision 
last year to integrate women into the submarine force. And in 
his previous role as chief of naval personnel, Harvey ushered 
in changes to the Navy's pregnancy policy, allowing new 
mothers a full year of shore duty after giving birth instead of 
just four months. 

To Harvey, diversifying the Navy isn't about "getting a 
great rainbow effect" or "diversity for diversity's sake," he 
said. It's about giving the service unrestricted access to the 
best and brightest. 

"I want to bring the best talent to this Navy that is in this 
nation," Harvey said. "And I don't care where that talent is, 
who that talent is, their religion, their sex, their background, 
whatever their creed, where they came from - it's about talent." 

As Harvey reflects on the more memorable moments from 
his career, April 6, 2012, stands out. 

He'll never forget the residents of the Virginia Beach 
apartment complex who carried pilots to safety after an F/A-
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18 Hornet crashed into their community shortly after taking 
off from Oceana Naval Air Station that cool spring day. 

Their heroism and the city's continued commitment to the 
master jet base illustrates the strong relationship between the 
Navy and people of Hampton Roads, Harvey said. 

During one of his final duties before retirement, Harvey 
welcomed a new head of submarine forces during a change of 
command ceremony last week. The admiral known for stern 
leadership and a dry sense of humor thanked the families who 
had gathered for the ceremony, as his own family members 
will today. 

"It's probably my favorite part now that I've done a couple 
of these. The looks on the children's faces, like, 'Wow, OK. 
Are they done yet?' " Harvey said straight-faced to a chorus of 
laughter. 

"And then there are the spouses, who know the truth 
about everyone up here, and yet they keep it within themselves 
on a day like today, for which we are very grateful. 

"They know what it took to get to this point. It wasn't 
easy." 
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15. Navy Layoffs Land In Court 
(CNN 13 SEP 12) ... Libby Lewis 

Adam Worden met with a realtor last week – he’s hoping 
he can sell his house in Chesapeake Virginia, so it doesn’t go 
into foreclosure. 

He’s one of nearly 3,000 career Navy Sailors who lost 
their jobs as of September 1st. 

The Navy terminated their contracts – some with years to 
go – to deal with the fact that it had too many Sailors in 
certain jobs. 

“I’ve lost pretty much everything – unexpectedly,” 
Worden says – “because everything I did depended on my 
contract.” 

Juan Garcia, Assistant Secretary of the Navy for 
Manpower and Reserve Affairs, told CNN the decision to 
eliminate the jobs of Adam Worden and 2,945 other Sailors 
was agonizing – but necessary – because of record high 
retention rates. 

The Navy’s allowed some of those Sailors who lost their 
contracts to transfer to other Navy jobs, or to the Reserves – 
where they can continue their careers. And Garcia said the 
Navy has taken a number of steps to help the rest of them, 
including Adam Worden. 

[4:39] “These are good Sailors,” Garcia said. 
“We want to make this as soft a landing as possible.” 

But about 300 laid-off Sailors are suing the government. 
They say the Navy broke the law when they terminated their 
contracts. 

[5:09] "They're leaving these 2,946 Sailors 
behind," said E.W. Keller, the lawyer representing 
them in court. 

Listen To Audio (RT: 8:02) 
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MARINE CORPS: 
16. MEB To Get Valor Award From CMC, SECNAV 
(MARINE CORPS TIMES 13 SEP 12) ... Dan Lamothe 

Navy Secretary Ray Mabus and Commandant Gen. Jim 
Amos will award the prestigious Presidential Unit Citation to 
2nd Marine Expeditionary Brigade on Friday, highlighting the 
work of about 28,000 U.S. and coalition forces against a 
thriving insurgency in Afghanistan in 2009 and 2010. 

The award will be presented on behalf of President 
Obama at Camp Lejeune, N.C., Marine officials said. Brig. 
Gen. John Love, the current commanding officer of 2nd MEB, 
will accept it on behalf of MEB-Afghanistan, which led 
combat operations in Helmand, Farah and Nimroz provinces 
from May 29, 2009, to April 12, 2010. 

It’s no small honor. The PUC is awarded for “outstanding 
performance in action against enemy forces,” and is 
considered the unit-level equivalent of the Navy Cross, second 
only to the Medal of Honor in recognizing heroism in combat. 
The PUC streamer will be added to 2nd MEB’s battle colors 
as part of the ceremony, Marine officials said. 

MEB-Afghanistan is credited with launching a broad 
offensive against the Taliban both before and after Obama 
ordered an additional 30,000 troops to deploy to Afghanistan 
in December 2009. The MEB “conducted the most holistic 
counterinsurgency campaign since the Coalition presence in 

Afghanistan began in 2001,” according to the PUC citation 
signed by Mabus and obtained by Marine Corps Times. 

The unit was commanded by Brig. Gen. Larry Nicholson, 
who now serves as the two-star operations officer for the 
International Security Assistance Force Joint Command in 
Kabul. He said in June that he “could not be prouder of our 
team or more honored by the presidential recognition” the 
MEB will receive, and that the U.S. troops killed during its 
deployment will not be forgotten. 

“They put it all on the line every day and they never 
wavered,” he said. “I am damned proud of this MEB team, 
they fought and thought their way through endless challenging 
scenarios in this most complex COIN environment we call 
Afghanistan. They have surely added a few lines of honor and 
accomplishment to the storied history of our Corps.” 

It marks the first time that a Marine-led unit has been 
awarded the PUC since early in the Iraq war, when the actions 
of I Marine Expeditionary Force (Reinforced), out of Camp 
Pendleton, Calif., during and shortly after the initial invasion 
were recognized. 

Marine officials said in June that a complete list of MEB 
units authorized to wear the blue, yellow and red-striped PUC 
ribbon will be announced in a forthcoming Marine 
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administrative message. As of Thursday, that message had not 
yet been released. 

The major subordinate elements included Regimental 
Combat Team 3, RCT-7, Marine Aircraft Group 40, Combat 
Logistics Regiment 2, and the brigade’s headquarters group. 
Marines comprised the bulk of the MEB’s forces, but there 
also are U.S. soldiers, airmen and sailors, coalition forces, and 
Navy Department civilians who will be recognized, Haney 
said. 

The MEB arrived in Afghanistan in spring 2009 as the 
U.S. grew its military footprint in the southern part of the 
country to take on deeply entrenched Taliban fighters in a 
countryside checkered with rolling poppy fields. The citation 
highlights two offensives in particular: Khanjar and 

Moshtarak, bloody offensives in Helmand that expelled 
insurgents from areas where they had been deeply entrenched. 

In Operation Khanjar, some 4,000 Marines and 650 
Afghan soldiers assaulted sections of Garmser, Khanashin and 
Nawa districts in July 2009. The name of the operation 
translates roughly to “Strike the Sword.” Units involved in the 
offensive include 2nd Battalion, 8th Marines, and 2nd Light 
Armored Reconnaissance Battalion, both out of Lejeune; and 
1st Battalion, 5th Marines, out of Pendleton. 

In Operation Moshtarak, more than 15,000 U.S., British, 
French, Canadian and Afghan troops assaulted the Marjah 
section of Helmand in February 2010. They faced stiff initial 
resistance, and suffered multiple casualties due to a network of 
improvised explosive devices and snipers employed by the 
Taliban. 
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17. Tough Talk By Marine Commandant James Amos Complicates Sexual-Assault Cases 
(MCCLATCHY NEWSPAPERS 13 SEP 12) ... Michael Doyle 

WASHINGTON — The Marine Corps commandant 
wanted to snuff out rape in the ranks. However, his well-
meaning but overly blunt talk instead complicated Marine 
sexual-assault cases worldwide and raised troubling questions 
about whether accused Marines will get a fair shake. 

This week, for the second time in recent months, a Marine 
Corps trial judge found that Gen. James F. Amos’ forceful 
remarks on sexual assault earlier this year presented the 
appearance of unlawful command influence. 

Command influence can severely hinder the military 
justice system, where facts are found and fates determined by 
people who are drilled to obey their superiors. 

So on Marine Corps bases from Twentynine Palms in 
California to Parris Island in South Carolina and beyond, 
defense attorneys are quietly but persistently challenging a 
system that they fear could be stacked against them. Already, 
some have secured additional trial help. 

The commandant, a four-star general, has been compelled 
to answer a judge’s written questions under oath. Conceivably, 
some cases could be dropped altogether, an ironic and 
unintended consequence of the Marine leadership’s aggressive 
anti-rape stance. 

“Our cases, particularly our sexual assault cases, are being 
tried under intense scrutiny from both within and outside the 
Marine Corps,” Col. John Baker, the chief defense counsel of 
the Marine Corps, said in an e-mail Thursday. 

Defense attorneys, uniformed and civilian alike, began 
raising the unlawful command influence challenges after 
Amos toured every Marine facility earlier this year. The 
general’s springtime speeches strongly denounced sexual 
assault, though the general said he never intended to steer 
specific trial conclusions. 

“To the contrary, my decisions and actions are, and 
always have been, founded on and consistent with the law,” 
Amos assured a military judge in a July 31 written statement. 

Nonetheless, Baker said that at least 20 unlawful 
command influence challenges had been raised after the 
commandant’s speeches and “more are pending.” It’s a 
remarkable development in a military hierarchy famed for its 
“ooh-rah” loyalty. 

“The moral courage, professionalism and effectiveness of 
the (entire) Marine defense counsel in these cases demonstrate 

the effectiveness of the Marine Corps Defense Services 
Organization,” Baker said. 

Amos undertook his so-called “Heritage Brief” tour amid 
intense political pressure. In Congress, lawmakers have 
denounced what some call an “epidemic” of military sexual 
assault. Multiple bills have been introduced, class-action 
lawsuits have been filed and a survey of 2 percent of the 
military has yielded a widely quoted extrapolation that 19,000 
service members are raped annually. 

Amos used his tour to stress his own strong feelings about 
the 348 reported sexual assaults in the Marine Corps last year. 
In a roughly 75-minute talk intended for every Marine non-
commissioned officer and officer, the career aviator demanded 
tougher punishment for those accused of sexual misconduct. 

“Why have we become so soft?” Amos asked in a speech 
April 19 at Parris Island. 

He further described himself as “very, very disappointed” 
in court-martial boards that don’t expel those who misbehave 
sexually, and he denounced as “bullshit” claims that many 
sexual assault allegations amount to second thoughts from 
individuals who initially consented. 

“I know fact from fiction,” Amos declared, a transcript of 
his April 19 speech shows. “The fact of the matter is 80 
percent of those are legitimate sexual assaults.” 

Put another way, the Marine Corps’ top officer was telling 
his subordinates that 80 percent of those charged with sexual 
assault were guilty. He was demanding dismissals from the 
service, and suggesting that an alleged victim might be simply 
suffering from, as he phrased it, “buyer’s remorse.” 

Amos later reinforced his comments, defying legal 
advice. 

“My lawyers don’t want me to talk about this, but I’m 
going to anyway,” he said May 23 at California’s Camp 
Pendleton, according to a defense legal filing. “The defense 
lawyers love when I talk about this, because then they can 
throw me under the bus later on and complain about unlawful 
command influence.” 

In response to questions, the Marine Corps referred to a 
two-page “white letter” July 12 in which Amos stressed that 
“the matter of whether or not a Marine committed a sexual 
assault, and what should happen, will be determined based on 
the facts presented.” 
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“At no time did I directly or indirectly intend to dictate 
any course of action in any particular case or type of cases,” 
Amos added in his July 31 court statement. “I don’t believe 
(my audiences) misunderstood me or erroneously concluded 
that I was directing them to hold any particular point of view 
about these issues.” 

Nonetheless, Marine Corps Col. Daniel J. Daugherty said 
in a 26-page ruling quietly issued late Tuesday night that the 
commandant’s speeches raised the appearance of unlawful 
command influence. 

Daugherty is the chief judge of the Navy-Marine Corps 
Trial Judiciary. His decision doesn’t bind other judges, but it 
could be influential as judges determine whether there’s 
apparent or, even more seriously, actual command influence in 
a particular case0. 

Daugherty’s ruling this week in a Parris Island case was 
the second time he’d found the appearance of problems arising 
from the commandant’s speeches. Earlier this year, at the 
Marine Corps base in Quantico, Va., he also identified a 
potential command influence problem. 

Quantico authorities accuse Staff Sgt. Tarrell D. Jiles of 
multiple counts of sexually harassing and touching fellow 
male Marines. 

Jiles’ Fort Worth, Texas-based attorney, Brian Bouffard, 
and his Marine Corps co-counsel, Capt. Christina Bobb, cited 
damning comments from Parris Island Marines to underscore 
the commandant’s words. One officer acknowledged that in a 
close case, he’d side with the commandant, while a gunnery 
sergeant agreed with the commandant that eight out of 10 
sexual assault allegations are valid. 

“He basically primed them to find people guilty and kick 
them out,” Bouffard said in an interview. “What the 
commandant did was not in keeping with the presumption of 
innocence.” 

Daugherty, the trial judge, concluded that the apparent 
unlawful command influence could be cured by steps such as 
giving defense attorneys additional opportunities to challenge 
potential jurors. 

Another judge, in a sexual assault case at Twentynine 
Palms, has found enough evidence to require the prosecutors 
to prove beyond a reasonable doubt that there isn’t the 
appearance of unlawful command influence. A final ruling 
will come before the trial starts in early November. 

In the Twentynine Palms case, a Marine brigadier general 
decided to prosecute Sgt. Daniel Garcia and Sgt. Guillermo 
Martinez even though civilian law enforcement authorities had 
declined to, and had seriously questioned the alleged victim’s 
credibility 

In the Parris Island case, Marine Corps Staff Sgt. Steve 
Howell is accused of sexually assaulting the mother of a 
potential recruit. Howell maintains that any sexual contact was 
consensual, which is precisely the buyer’s-remorse defense 
that Amos dismissed as invalid 

“The problem is, Marines are not going to defy their 
leaders,” said Erlanger, Ky.-based lawyer Ed Massey, who’s 
helping represent Howell. “I don’t think he can get a fair 
trial.” 

Daugherty took over the Howell case after the first trial 
judge, a Marine Corps lieutenant colonel, had rejected the 
unlawful command influence claim. This judge later moved 
off the case, and off the military bench altogether, after 
defense attorneys brought his harsh comments about Marine 
defendants to light. 

“We need to go after these scumbags,” the lieutenant 
colonel had told other attorneys, according to a defense filing 
that further quoted him as saying, “We need more 
convictions.” 
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MINE WARFARE: 
18. Undersea Mines Could Be Next Decade's IEDs 
(NATIONAL DEFENSE 13 SEP 12) ... Dan Parsons 

PANAMA CITY, Fla. — Whereas the scourge of U.S. 
troops for the past decade has been the improvised explosive 
device, the next 10 years may well be marked by the threat of 
undersea mines, Navy and Marine Corps officials predict. 

Sea mines are cheap, easily deployed and the mere threat 
of their presence could close worldwide commerce at strategic 
choke points like the straits of Malacca and Hormuz, said Rear 
Adm. Frank Morneau, deputy director of Navy Operations 
Expeditionary Warfare Division. 

“How many mines does it take to close a strait?” he asked 
at the National Defense Industrial Association’s annual 
Expeditionary Warfare conference. “None. All you have to 
say is you did it.” 

The United States is among the few countries with 
capabilities to located and neutralize sea mines. But officials 
worry that U.S. technology is not keeping up with more 
advanced enemy mines. Just 1 percent of the Navy’s $155.5 
billion budget is funneled to mine warfare programs, said 
Capt. Frank Linkous of the Navy’s Mine Warfare Branch. But 
the military likely won’t be able to afford another $20 billion 

to defeat mines as it did to reduce the impact of improvised 
explosive devices in Iraq and Afghanistan. 

Morneau used IEDs as an example of how rapid 
technological innovation should ramp up to meet a specific 
enemy tactic. 

The Navy added an extra $300 million to sustain and 
upgrade its counter-mine force in fiscal year 2013. At least 
nine legacy mine-clearing vessels are scheduled for upgrades. 

New technologies are only part of the Navy’s plan to 
counter the threat. “We’ve been focusing on a lot of gear and a 
lot of stuff,” Morneau said. “What we haven’t been focused on 
is time — collapsing the kill chain.” 

Identifying mines is difficult. Current technologies have 
trouble discerning between what might be a mine and other 
underwater obstructions, including marine mammals. 

Once mines are found, they must be “hunted” and 
destroyed. While technologies exist to find them at various 
depths, there is not yet a silver bullet for finding and 
neutralizing them. In shallow waters, mines can be buried 
beneath the seafloor, making it more difficult to find them. 



 20

Lawrence Schuette, director of innovation at the Office of 
Naval Research, said technology is catching up with the threat. 
Using small, unmanned systems like the Knifefish unmanned 
undersea vehicle aboard the Littoral Combat Ship and rigid-
hull inflatable boats, Navy officials are finding new ways to 
neutralize mines at much lower cost. 

“Using smaller platforms allows a lot more innovation,” 
Schuette said. 

Technologies like autonomous mine-hunting robots are 
being developed and will soon be crossing the “valley of 
death” that separates innovations in the laboratory from real-
world programs and platforms, Schuette said. Open 
architecture hardware and software that is plug-and-play is a 
must, he said. 

“I think we’re in a really good place,” Schuette told 
National Defense. “This is an area where there has been great 
cooperation throughout the services and with industry. 

Undersecretary of the Navy Robert O. Work said the next 
decade will see the rise of surface and underwater unmanned 
vehicles. Maritime unmanned systems will gain prominence as 
the U.S. military focuses its attention on the Pacific Ocean, he 
said. 

An analysis of alternatives for a "large-diameter undersea 
unmanned vehicle" capable of finding and destroying mines is 

currently underway. Officials prefer to call these new 
technologies "advanced undersea weapons," rather than 
simply unmanned vehicles. 

The Navy has also issued an "urgent needs assessment for 
round-the-clock mine neutralization." Textron demonstrated at 
Rim of the Pacific exercises earlier this year that could be 
done with autonomous boats intended to be launched from 
LCS. 

The mine/counter mine mission package for the new 
Littoral Combat Ship is "gathering momentum, according to 
Linkous. While still in development, the capabilities of that 
system are already twice what the Navy is capable of doing 
with manned mine hunters, Pinkous said. 

The Littoral Combat Ship will shoulder much of the 
counter-mine burden when the vessels enter service. As a 
platform from which unmanned mine-hunting craft can be 
launched, the LCS will allow for “doctrinal changes,” in the 
way mines are dealt with, he said. 

“The virtue of LCS is that you’re using unmanned 
systems,” Linkous said. “You can more easily accept the risk. 
You can also do more things in parallel because you’re able to 
accept those risks.” 
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19. U.S. Navy Set To Launch Largest Anti-Mine Exercise In Arabian Gulf 
(THE NATIONAL (UAE) 13 SEP 12) ... Jen Thomas 

ABU DHABI - Starting on Sunday, the United States 
Navy will team up with more than 30 other nations in the 
largest anti-mine exercise ever carried out in the region. 

Touted as an effort to work cooperatively with the 
international community, the naval exercises will target the 
Arabian Gulf, the Red Sea, the Gulf of Aden and the Gulf of 
Oman. 

The exercise is "not being conducted in response to any 
specific threat,” said Lt Greg Raelson, a spokesman for the 
U.S. Navy's Fifth Fleet in Bahrain. 

"Mines and water-borne improvised explosive devices are 
a threat to life, and they are a threat to the freedom of 
navigation," Lt Raelson said. "The international community is 
unified on this issue." 

Some experts said the move was obviously a message to 
Iran, which has threatened to shut down the Strait of Hormuz, 
through which about 20 per cent of the world's oil passes. 

"Anytime there is an exercise by the West or Iran, it is 
always about posturing or the control of the Strait of Hormuz," 
said Dr Theodore Karasik, the director of research and 
consultancy at the Institute for Near East and Gulf Military 
Analysis. 

"What is really interesting will be how seriously the 
Iranians take this as a threat to their national security." 

The United Kingdom, France, Japan and more than two 
dozen other nations are expected to participate in the mine 
countermeasure exercises. The UAE is not one of the 
confirmed participants. 

The U.S. Navy is inviting the public to follow along with 
the exercises on its Facebook page and the official Navy blog. 

The exercises will continue until September 27. 
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AVIATION / DRONES: 
20. Boeing: Drone Market Will Shrink 
(DOD BUZZ 13 SEP 12) ... Michael Hoffman 

ST. LOUIS — The unmanned aircraft market will shrink 
once U.S. troops complete their scheduled withdrawal from 
Afghanistan in 2014, said Boeing Military Aircraft President 
Christopher Chadwick. 

Boeing analysts expect the UAV market to shrink by 20 
percent in 2014, Chadwick said. That’s not to say military 
aviation will return to manned aircraft and shirk the advances 
seen the past five years in growing unmanned fleets. 

Chadwick expects U.S. Air Force leaders to keep 
pursuing the development of more drones, especially ones to 
support persistent intelligence, surveillance and 
reconnaissance missions. 

The U.S. Navy recently stood up its first Fire Scout 
squadron. Navy leaders also continue to develop the 
Unmanned Combat Air System to fly off air craft carriers. 

Marine Corps leaders have made major investments in 
pursuit of a cargo drone. The Corps has deployed Lockheed 
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Martin’s K-MAX drone to positive reviews thus far. The 
Army has watched the development of the K-MAX closely. 

What has changed is military leaders have a better idea of 
what drones they want to fly. To meet combat demands, the 
services rushed a range of drones to Iraq and Afghanistan to 
test which ones would prove most effective. 

“The customer is starting to define where they need 
[UAVs],” Chadwick said. 

Afghanistan and Iraq provided the U.S. military two 
arenas to test unmanned aircraft and how the services plan to 
use them, Chadwick explained. Following the end of the 
withdrawal in 2014, the operational test arena will disappear 
and drones orders will decrease. 

Many defense analysts have suggested that drones could 
redefine electronic attack aircraft. Chadwick questions 

whether the services will be willing to fly electronic attacks 
without pilots on board. 

The U.S. Navy is transitioning from the EA-6B Prowler 
to the EA-18 Growler. A Prowler has a crew of one pilot and 
three electronic countermeasure officers. A Growler has a 
crew of two consisting of a pilot and an electronic warfare 
officer. 

“It took a decade to convince the Navy to go from four to 
two and then to go unmanned, we’ll see,” Chadwick said. 

The issue is information management. Navy leaders 
believe an electronic attack aircraft still needs to have people 
on board, especially an electronic warfare officer. 

“No one has cracked the code of data analytics yet,” 
Chadwick said. 
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JHSV CHRISTENING: 
21. U.S. Navy To Christen Austal-Built JHSV2 Choctaw County 
(MARINE LINK 13 SEP 12) 

On Saturday, the U.S. Navy will christen the Joint High 
Speed Vessel (JHSV) Choctaw County, named for three U.S. 
counties, located in Mississippi, Alabama and Oklahoma, 
which share the county’s name, during a ceremony in Mobile, 
Alabama. 

Secretary of the Navy Ray Mabus will deliver the 
ceremony’s principal address. Women from Ackerman High 
School’s class of 1966, 29 in all, will serve as the ship’s 
sponsors, with Theresa Pitts designated as the lead sponsor for 
the classmates. Ackerman High School is located in Choctaw 
County’s town of Ackerman, Miss. 

“I chose to name this joint high speed vessel after 
Choctaw County where core American values of hard work, 
putting family first, and giving back to your community are on 
constant display,” said Mabus. ”I could think of no better 
representatives of these values than the women of Ackerman 
High School’s class of 1966. Each represents the best of the 
American spirit and our enduring American values. I am 
honored they accepted the invitation to serve as sponsors for 
this fine ship.” 

The 338 foot-long aluminum catamaran is being 
constructed by Austal U.S.A in Mobile, Ala. Choctaw County 
and the eight other JHSVs under contract enable fast, intra-

theater transportation of troops, military vehicles, supplies and 
equipment. Military commanders will have the flexibility to 
use the JHSV in a variety of roles, including supporting 
overseas contingency operations, conducting humanitarian 
assistance and disaster relief, supporting special operations 
forces and supporting emerging joint sea-basing concepts. 

They can transport 600 short tons 1,200 nautical miles at 
an average speed of 35 knots and can operate in shallow-draft 
ports and waterways, providing U.S. forces added mobility 
and flexibility. The JHSVs also have an aviation flight deck to 
support day and night air vehicle launch and recovery 
operations. JHSVs have berthing space for up to 146 
personnel and airline-style seating for up to 312. 

Upon delivery to the U.S. Navy’s Military Sealift 
Command (MSC), Choctaw County will be designated as a 
U.S. Naval Ship and will have a core crew of 21 civilian 
mariners who will operate and navigate the ship. The first four 
JHSVs, including Choctaw County, will be crewed by 
federally employed civil service mariners. The remaining six 
will be crewed by civilian contract mariners working for 
private shipping companies under contract to MSC. Military 
mission personnel will embark, as required, by the mission 
sponsors. 
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CONGRESS / BUDGET: 
22. House Passes Stopgap Funding Bill To Keep Government Open Until After Election 
(WASHINGTON POST 13 SEP 12) ... Rosalind S. Helderman 

The U.S. House of Representatives has approved a six-
month stopgap government funding bill on a 329 to 91 vote, 
putting aside the partisan warfare of the past 18 months in 
bipartisan resolve to avoid a budget showdown ahead of the 
November election. 

The Senate is expected to pass the same measure late next 
week, providing funding for agencies for the first six months 
of the fiscal year and avoiding any threat of a government 
shutdown when the year ends Sept. 30. 

The drama with Thursday’s vote came less from the 
outcome of the vote than from the appearance of Republican 
vice presidential candidate Paul Ryan, who chairs the House 
Budget Committee and came to the Capitol to cast a vote in 
favor of the measure. 

His vote was intended to send a message to members of 
the raucous GOP freshman caucus that they should also sign 
off on a measure that will set a $1.047 trillion funding level 
for the first half of the year, the same figure enshrined in the 
deal to raise the nation’s debt ceiling last summer. 
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Many rank-and-file Republicans agreed to go along with 
the bill as a way to spare Congress a messy budget fight as the 
election looms, even though they would have preferred to cut 
spending more deeply, following Ryan’s own budget, which 
would set funding for the year at $1.028 trillion. 

The conservative Club for Growth had urged Congress to 
oppose the bill, arguing that it did not cut spending deeply 
enough. 

The measure also includes $6.4 billion for the Disaster 
Relief Fund, operated by the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency to provide aid after disasters, as well as $88.5 billion 
in “war-related funding” for ongoing overseas military 
operations. It will freeze pay for federal employees. 

Passage of the continuing budget resolution by the Senate 
next week will most likely mark the last action of consequence 
taken by Congress before adjourning next week. Congress will 
not return to Washington until after the election. 

The stopgap measure means spending policies in place for 
the past year will merely be extended for another six months, 
with a slight funding boost. 

Members of both parties say they would prefer to update 
policies, based on a reexamination of priorities and program 
efficiencies. However, it proved impossible for Congress to 
come to an agreement on the updated full-year appropriations 
measures, making the short-term extension necessary. 

Passage of the continuing resolution means funds will be 
available to keep the government running through March, after 
President Obama or Mitt Romney are sworn in as president in 
January. 

But it does nothing to avert deep automatic spending cuts 
and dramatic tax increases now scheduled to go into effect 
Jan. 1, which the Congressional Budget Office has said could 
send the country back into recession. 

On a party-line 223 to 196 vote, the House also passed a 
measure Thursday that would require Obama to produce a 
plan to avert military cuts, a symbolic gesture intended to 
show Republican resolve to avert Defense Department 
reductions. 

The Senate has no plans to take up that measure, and 
Congress will take up real negotiations over how to avoid the 
so-called fiscal cliff after the election. 
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23. Navy UnderSec Fires Over Army Bow In Bid For Budget Bucks 
(AOL DEFENSE 13 SEP 12) ... Sydney J. Freedberg Jr. 

PANAMA CITY, Fla. -- Navy undersecretary Robert 
Work fired a salvo in the budget wars Wednesday, taking 
swipes at the Army while extolling the Navy-Marine Corps 
team as ideally suited for the post-Afghanistan, Pacific-
focused strategy. 

"The United States Army is only going to have three 
combat brigades based overseas," Work said in his red-meat 
speech to an audience dominated by serving and retired 
Marines at the National Defense Industrial Association's 
annual conference on expeditionary warfare. (Work is a retired 
Marine himself). What's more, two of those Army brigades 
will be in Europe (a light-weight airborne brigade in Italy, a 
medium-weight Stryker unit in Germany) versus just one in 
Asia (a heavy armored unit in South Korea). Work pointedly 
discounted other Army units in the Pacific theater -- even the 
25th Infantry Brigade, which is based all the way out in 
Hawaii -- on the grounds that they were still on U.S. soil. 

The Navy-Marine team is truly the world's "foremost 
expeditionary organization," Work declared. The Army, he 
more than implied, is not. He dismissed the Army's new 
emphasis on advisor and partnership-building missions in 
Africa and elsewhere with "regionally aligned" brigades -- 
"we'll send a Marine rifle squad" instead, he said -- and even 
downplayed soldiers' cross-country maneuverability. 

"The Marine Corps vehicle strategy calls for vehicles that 
spend 30 percent of their time on-road and 70 percent of their 
time off-road. The Army vehicle strategy calls for vehicles to 
spend 70 percent of their time on-road and 30 percent off-
road," Work noted as one of his examples. "That says it all." 
(One hole in Work's choice of example here, however, is that 
the Marines are in fact buying the exact same Humvee 
replacement as the Army, the Joint Light Tactical Vehicle, 

whose whole purpose is to restore off-road performance lost 
when current vehicles were laden down with armor to protect 
against roadside bombs). 

So American forward presence and rapid response to 
crises in the Pacific and around the world, Work argued, is 
best served by Navy and Marine Corps forces cruising through 
foreign waters on regular rotations, and by Marines ashore on 
foreign soil, whether in their longstanding bases in Japan or 
their new presence in Australia. 

"This strategy calls for maritime and expeditionary forces 
to a greater degeree than any time since the late 19th century," 
Work declared. "I see a golden age of American seapower 
because even though the budget may come down, priorities 
must drive you." 

So does Work's argument boil down to taking budget 
share away from the Army (and Air Force) and giving it to the 
Navy and Marines? "No," the undersecretary told reporters 
when asked that question point-blank after his speech. 
"Whenever you have a constrained budget topline, you have to 
make priorities, so it is just as easily foreseeable that money 
might flow from defense agencies to all of the services, and 
the United States Navy might get some." 

Or, Work went on, "after the election" -- whoever wins -- 
"it's not beyond a reasonable doubt to think that perhaps more 
money will come to Defense," with the Navy and Marines first 
in line. At a minimum, he said, the Navy-Marine share should 
stay "at least where it is." 

Despite all the uncertainties about elections, continuing 
resolutions, and sequestration, Work concluded, "the 
Department of the Navy is well positioned regardless... to 
make a play for a good share of the budget." 
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INFRASTRUCTURE / INSTALLATIONS: 
24. Navy, Regulators Agree On Sub Base Clean-Up Plan 
(HARTFORD COURANT 13 SEP 12) ... Josh Kovner 

Federal environmental regulators have accepted the 
Navy's proposal to clean up a large, contaminated site at the 
submarine base in Groton. 

The 102-acre section, laced with PCBs, heavy metals, and 
other remnants of ship-maintenance operations, has been 
accumulating toxins since before World War II. The area is on 
the list of federal Superfund sites – which are some of the 
most polluted spots in America. 

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency said in a 
statement Thursday that it worked with state regulators to 
approve the Navy's plan. The cleanup, expected to start in 
November 2013, will focus on the removal of contaminated 
soil and sediment in the southwest portion of the 711-acre 
submarine base. 

The project would be the last of a series of clean-up 
efforts at the base, at least two of which are underway now. 

The EPA, the state Department of Energy and 
Environmental Protection, and the Navy, have been working 
on fashioning remediation projects at the bases for the last 22 
years. 

The EPA said maintenance of acid-filled ship batteries 
and other overhaul activities occurred on the 102-acre site 
until the mid 1950's, and an incinerator operated there until 
1967. 

A series of tests and studies at the site have identified 
polyaromatic hydrocarbons, or PAHs; polychlorinated 
biphenyls, or PCBs; lead, metals and pesticides. 

The Navy earlier this year held public hearings on its 
latest clean-up plan. 

The Navy said it would also take the opportunity to clean 
up state-regulated petroleum waste sites within the Superfund 
area, the EPA said. The area lies along the Thames River, in 
the towns of Groton and Ledyard. 

Over the years, oil leaked from pipelines that ran from 
tanks elsewhere on the base. Many of those tanks are gone, but 
the oil-soaked soil remains, said Mark Lewis of the state 
DEEP's Bureau of Water Protection and Land Reuse. 

Lewis said the oil cleanup isn't technically part of the 
Superfund project, so a separate plan has to be approved by 
DEEP.. 

The clean-up of the PCBs and heavy metals will involve 
excavation, dredging of sediment, land-use controls, and 
monitoring of the Thames River. 

The EPA said the contaminated area, which includes 
piers, berths and maintenance facilities, was added to the 
Superfund list in 1990. 
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OUTREACH: 
25. Navy Week Good For Sailors, Civilians And The Waterfront 
(BUFFALO NEWS 14 SEP 12) ... T.J. Pignataro 

Detroit-based U.S. Navy reservists Kyle Ormsby and 
Anthony Rini have both been to Iraq, but they're visiting 
Buffalo for the first time as part of this week's Navy Week 
festivities. 

The men like what they see. 
"It's a good time," said Ormsby, a petty officer second-

class master-at-arms who, clad in his white service uniform, 
greeted several visitors Thursday afternoon outside Buffalo & 
Erie County Naval and Military Park. 

"Everyone's been appreciative," Ormsby said. "There's a 
big veterans community here, so that helps." 

Ormsby and Rini volunteered for Navy Week. They 
participated in last week's events in Detroit and arrived in 
Buffalo earlier this week. The men say they have enjoyed 
dining out downtown, visiting the Chippewa Entertainment 
District as well as getting to see the rest of city and meeting 
people. 

At the same time, the Sailors are staying up to date on the 
latest world events. They cited the deployment of a pair of 
Navy ships to the coast of Libya after Tuesday's attack on the 
U.S. embassy there and explained their Navy brethren would 
be responding to escalating violence in that part of the world. 

Texas residents Martha Sandoval and Elva Lozano were a 
few of the Navy Week visitors approaching Ormsby and Rini 
and thanking them for their service. 

The women, who were on a scheduled vacation to 
Niagara Falls, were thrilled to hear that their timing 

serendipitously allowed them to also attend Navy Week in 
Buffalo. 

Sandoval, whose son fought in the Persian Gulf War and 
whose grandson is currently in the Navy, and Lozano, who has 
a niece in the Air Force, toured the USS The Sullivans 
destroyer, marveling at the ship and appreciating those who 
serve on Navy ships like it. 

Sandoval felt compelled to tour a Navy ship so she "can 
get a little bit of an experience of what [her grandson] goes 
through." 

"I thanked [Ormsby and Rini] for their service," Sandoval 
said of her brief meeting with the Navy men. "Whenever I see 
a serviceman, I feel the need to thank them, I just have to 
thank them. You look around the world and all the people who 
have to be afraid because of where they live. I don't have to be 
afraid and that's because of [the service embers of the U.S. 
military]." 

That's the kind of sentiment Ed Hogle is trying to spread 
through his 9/11 steel art sculpture on display at the naval 
park. Hogle, of Steel Crazy Military Art, is on a mission to 
create a "Military Thank-You Tour" though his art. The 
sculpture is a large steel "9" with the twin towers sculpted in 
detail to represent the "11." 

"Nine-eleven is a date in our history that's evil, but I didn't 
want to be part of something evil," explained Hogle. "We 
decided our mission in life was going to be to create a 'Thank- 
You Day' on 9/11 every year. So, when 9/11 shows up, we 
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don't have to hide. We're going to hug a Sailor and hug a 
Marine." 

Hogle hopes to drum up more support when he displays 
his sculpture at the popular Fort Worth Airpower Foundation's 
Sky Ball X in Texas next month. In the meantime, he's 
enjoying Navy Week in his hometown. 

"This is the greatest thing in the world. Sailors meeting 
civilians. Civilians meeting Sailors," said Hogle, who said he 
witnessed a woman asking to hug a Sailor at Navy Week 
events. 

"Here's this Sailor hugging this lady - there's almost a tear 
in his eye," he said. 

That spirit of mutual appreciation is what Navy Week is 
all about, according to Anthony N. Diina, a director at the 
naval park, who buzzed around the grounds Thursday 
afternoon, greeting visitors and helping keep events running 
smoothly. 

Besides showcasing military ships and the historic re-
creation of the Brig Niagara tall ship, visitors were treated to 
military demonstrations, re-enactors in full dress and offered 
opportunities "to talk to service members about their daily 
efforts to defend the nation," he said. 

Meanwhile Thursday, military personnel were busy 
across the area participating in several outreach programs. 

There was a wreath-laying ceremony at the War of 1812 
cemetery in Cheektowaga, several military band concerts and 
dress drills by U.S. Coast Guard personnel in 1812 period 
dress. 

Diina hailed the event as a coup for the naval park. 
Buffalo is the Navy Week's last stop in a national tour that has 
seen it visit 14 other cities - seven on the Great Lakes. The 
week celebrates the bicentennial of the War of 1812. 

"It's certainly going to help establish us as one of the 
major destinations on the waterfront," said Diina, adding that 
plans are in the works for the naval park to acquire even more 
military vehicles and even open an arcade featuring popular 
military video games. "People will come, if you give them 
reasons to come." 

Arrival Of Brig Niagara Kicks Off Navy Week 
Cannon blasts, a parade of ships and emphatic chants of 

"Oorah!" by spectators whipped up by a jazzy band of U.S. 
Marines made it anchors aweigh for Navy Week in Buffalo on 
a sun-soaked Wednesday at Canalside. 

Early afternoon anticipation grew among the hundreds 
who lined the Buffalo River for a glimpse of the recreation of 
Commodore Oliver Hazard Perry's historic two-masted tall 
ship, the Brig Niagara. 

The buzz reached a crescendo when the ship made the 
turn from Lake Erie into Buffalo Harbor just after 2 p.m. 

The Niagara was the fifth and final vessel to arrive in the 
Queen City for Navy Week. 

"Tall ships have an aura all by themselves," said Jim 
McCloskey, a City of Tonawanda resident and tall ship 
aficionado who hails from a family of sea captains. "It's in the 
blood. You don't see these things every day." 

Once the Niagara - recreated from some of the original 
1813 timbers of the ship Perry used to win the Battle of Lake 
Erie - safely docked in port at Canalside, opening festivities 
were under way for the weeklong commemoration of the 
bicentennial of the War of 1812. 

Earlier Wednesday, the USS Hurricane, a 174-foot U.S. 
Navy patrol ship, arrived after a brief delay Tuesday in 
Detroit. It is docked closer to the river's mouth, just past a 
large 15-star, 15-stripe U.S. flag - known as the "Star 
Spangled Banner Flag" - that waves from Erie County's tallest 
flagpole at the Buffalo & Erie County Naval and Military 
Park. 

"As you can see, the Navy has landed," said Donald A. 
Alessi, chairman of the park's board of directors, during the 
opening ceremony. 

Alessi was flanked by Buffalo Mayor Byron W. Brown; 
U.S. Navy Rear Adm. Gregory M. Nosal, commander of the 
Navy's Carrier Strike Group Two; Marta Moszczenska, 
Consul General of Canada; re-enactors portraying President 
James Madison and his wife, Dolly; and other dignitaries. 

"Our presence here today speaks to our commitment to 
the City of Buffalo and to the role that Buffalo and the 
Niagara Frontier had in the War of 1812," Nosal said. 

"The bicentennial of the War of 1812 is our opportunity 
to salute all the Sailors and Marines who fought so gallantly in 
that conflict, who have fought in all the conflicts since then, 
and who are today deployed around the world, ensuring our 
freedom and preserving our way of life." 

There was a short delay between the ceremony and the 
scheduled 3:15 p.m. boat parade, after an unidentified woman 
was struck and pinned beneath a motorized National Guard 
vehicle at Canalside. 

Numerous Navy seamen jumped into service, pushing the 
vehicle onto its side to free the woman, according to Bob 
Clark, a U.S. Navy hospital corpsman, master chief. 

The victim was treated at the scene by Navy and local 
personnel and taken to a local hospital with apparently non-
life-threatening injuries. 

Then a blast from Old Fort Niagara's cannon, brought to 
Canalside for the festivities, signaled for Buffalo's Edward M. 
Cotter fireboat to lead a parade of watercraft on the Buffalo 
River, while a U.S. Marine Corps band performed the Marine 
Corps hymn and jazzy renditions of "When the Saints Go 
Marching In," "Stand By Me" and other numbers. 

Besides the Hurricane and the Niagara, other ships here 
include the U.S. Coast Guard's Katmai Bay, an ice-breaking 
tug; the USS De Wert Navy frigate; and Ville de Quebec, a 
Royal Canadian Navy frigate. 

Broadcast Clip - Buffalo Navy Week in Full Swing 
(WKBW ABC BUFFALO 13 SEP 12) Kendra Eaglin 
Organizers of Buffalo's Navy Week hope you'll see 

servicemen and women with brand new eyes and ears. 
Servicemen are showing off their musical skills with the 

U.S. Marine's band entertaining visitors but also, attendees can 
tour warships and meet more than 600 Sailors. 

"If you talk to these seamen through here they are from all 
over the country," said Marlene Roll of the Erie County of the 
Erie County Council of Veterans of Foreign Wars. 

The Sailors will tell you first hand about their missions 
some which involve dangerous clashes with pirates overseas. 

"Usually we go down to South America or we go in the 
basin of Somalia and we'll either patrol out in the basin of 
Somalia and keep our waters safe out there or go in South 
America and keep the narcotics from going into the United 
States," explained ATII Christopher Ragas, a Sailor stationed 
in Mayport, Florida. 
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Buffalo is one of 15 cities selected to host navy week. 
This year's celebrations are in commemoration of the 
bicentennial of the War of 1812. 

"Where we are now having Canada as a good ally and a 
friend across the water in 1812 it was not like that," said Roll. 

One of the things visitors to navy week can expect to see 
is a replica of the Brig Niagara which was a ship used during 
the battle of Lake Erie During the War of 1812. 

"It's fantastic to see it up close. You hear about it, you 
read about it and to actually see it in person it's phenomenal," 
said Jim Sullivan, a East Amherst resident. 

"It's remarkable to see so much naval power here in our 
city. We owe a great debt to the United States Navy for their 

work during the War of 1812 and beyond," stated an actor 
playing the role of Erastus Granger, Postmaster of Buffaloe 
Creek. 

The waterfront and it's attractions is leaving a lasting 
impression on the hundreds of visitors that will participate in 
the week long event, including Cindy Campione from Tampa, 
Florida. 

"I did not know that Buffalo had such a rich history. The 
architecture here is phenomenal it's a very very impressive 
town for a person who's never been here before and I'm very 
happy to be here. I'd like to move here it's beautiful. 

View Clip (RT: 2:29) 
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26. Navy Puts Fleet Back In Fleet Week 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 13 SEP 12) ... Gary Robbins 

The Navy is putting the fleet back into Fleet Week. 
For the first time since the 9/11 terrorist attacks, the 

public will be allowed to visit Naval Base San Diego in large 
numbers to tour warships. Tours have been held elsewhere in 
San Diego Bay, but for security reasons they were banned at 
the base, which today is growing so fast that some ships get 
double-parked. 

And more ships are on the way. 
The Navy estimates that the base will have 78 ships in 

2020, up from 58 today. The boom reflects a decision by the 
Obama administration to position more ships on the West 
Coast to enable the Navy to more quickly deal with real and 
perceived threats in the Pacific. 

The boom also represents a transition in technology. The 
Navy is retiring its old frigates and replacing them with the 
first littoral combat ships (LCS), which are designed to 
perform a greater variety of missions at higher speed in 
shallow coastal waters. San Diego also may get the first two 
Zumwalt-class destroyers, which at 600 feet are the largest 
ever built for the Navy. They’re nearly 100 longer than the 
well-known Arleigh Burke-class destroyer. And San Diego 
will be home to the America, an 844-foot amphibious assault 
ship that will have the most powerful air wing yet placed on a 
warship of its type. 

The growth and change is causing strain for the 90-year-
old base because it’s going to have to accommodate many 
ships that are longer and broader than existing vessels, and 
feature a deeper draft. An $80 million pier is now under 
construction to help ease the strain. 

“We’ve been told to prepare for growth, and we’re going 
to manage it,” said Capt. Winton Smith, commander of a base 
that gets 34,000 military, civilian and government visitors on 
an average day. 

Smith is trying to cultivate community support as he 
moves forward. Last Christmas, as part of an experiment, he 
allowed the public on the 1,108-acre base to see the holiday 
lights that had been draped from the rigging of ships. 

“We got 667 cars in just two hours, from various 
communities,” Smith said. “It proved that we could have large 
numbers of people in a controlled environment, and bring the 
Navy and the public together. I think there’s a starvation for 
that kind of contact.” 

Smith thought that if the Christmas event went well he’d 
propose opening the base for the Sea Festival — or ship tour 

— portion of Fleet Week. The decision became even easier 
when he read the scores of positive comments that people 
made about the Christmas event on a Facebook page. 

Smith went to Fleet Week organizers and proposed 
opening the highly secure base for ship tours for two days, 
which will occur this weekend. The public can tour the new 
amphibious warship San Diego, the cruiser Princeton, the 
destroyer Wayne E. Meyer, and the Coast Guard cutter 
Morgenthau. The base expects 5,000 people a day to visit the 
ships between 10 a.m. and 4 p.m. 

The festival will be confined to the northern end of the 
base. But from there, visitors can see much of a facility that 
rose from marsh land and tidal flats on the eastern side of San 
Diego Bay just after World War I. At the time, city officials 
wanted a broader presence by the Navy, which had started 
training pilots at North Island. This led the city to deed 98 
acres of bay front property to the U.S. government, and in 
February 1922, acting Secretary of the Navy Theodore 
Roosevelt Jr. designated the land a destroyer base. 

The title sounded lofty. It wasn’t. The Navy turned much 
of the base into a ship graveyard, using the area to mothball 
destroyers the United States had built for World War I. The 
base quickly became jammed with “four stackers,” the name 
given to the short-range anti-torpedo destroyers widely built 
before and after the war. They were so poorly designed that 
many were scrapped, and the episode helped persuade the 
Navy to invest in battleships. 

The base also was designated as a repair facility. But for 
years, it was little more than a backwater. 

“The station was pretty much a mud hole,” retired Sailor 
George Cameron told the San Diego Union in 1972, when the 
base turned 50. He’d served there at the beginning, when “the 
land was being dredged up and the Marines were living in 
tents. There was no servicemen’s club on the base and very 
little entertainment in town. We made our own.” He was 
referring to the liquor that Sailors made with a still. 

The base grew some during the 1930s. But it didn’t 
undergo major expansion until World War II, when it became 
one of the prime repair bases for American ships fighting in 
the Pacific. Repair shops seemed to rise overnight. Roads were 
built or expanded. Cranes were trucked in. Workers flooded 
through the gate at 32nd Street, going on to achieve an 
extraordinary feat. Between 1943-45, they repaired 5,117 
vessels. 



 26

Throughout the war years, the base also continued to have 
a large fleet of reserve, or mothballed, ships. At one point, the 
inventory got up to 223 vessels. The ships served as a tourist 
attraction during harbor cruises, even though they were rotting 
away. 

But change was afoot. 
“The Navy started to reduce the size of the reserve fleet 

because the ships were so old,” Coronado naval historian 
Bruce Linder says. “A lot of the reserve ships were sold for 
scrap or sent to other anchorages maintained by the Navy. 
This accelerated in the 1960s; the piers were needed for the 
modern Navy ships. All the reserve ships were gone by the 
mid-’70s, and this was in full swing as a naval base.” 

The Navy invested in the base in the 1970s, making it a 
major player during the Cold War and, later on, the wars in 
Iraq and Afghanistan. But almost half of its 11 piers are 
vintage World War II, and they lack the design and amenities 
of Naval Station Norfolk, in Virginia. All of the piers at 
Norfolk are the same size and have two decks, which makes it 
easier to store supplies and equipment. San Diego’s piers 
differ in size, and some strain to handle the cranes used to load 
larger ships. 

But a lot is being invested in San Diego. The Navy says 
the first 12 littoral combat ships will be based here, which 
would add to the region’s workforce. The beam of LCS 
Freedom is almost 57 feet wide, or 12 feet wider than the 
frigates that are being weeded out of the Navy. 

“The Navy now thinks of ships as platforms; it wants to 
know how many different things can you do on them,” said 
Eric Wertheim, a historian and defense analyst with the Naval 
Institute. “It’s not like in the old days when you had small 
destroyers with very limited capabilities. Today’s ships are 
very powerful; you need fewer of them.” 

The amphibious warship America, for example, is bigger 
than some World War II-era carriers, and it will have a lot 
more firepower, carrying the F-35B Lightning II jet, helicopter 
gunships and the V-22 Osprey tilt-rotor aircraft. 

Smith is hustling to anticipate the needs for such vessels. 
He has teams inspecting the condition of every pier, and 
assessing what kind of improvements he’ll seek at a time 
when the design budget is likely to shrink. 

“This base,” said Smith, “will have to change to 
accommodate the newer ships.” 
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27. SEAL Commander, Stillwater Native Visits Norman 
(EDMOND (OK) SUN 13 SEP 12) ... Jessica Bruha 

NORMAN — The Norman Fire Department received a 
special visit Thursday from the commander of Naval Special 
Warfare. 

“It’s a privilege to represent the U.S. Navy here in 
Norman and at the fire department which is particularly 
relevant this week as we memorialize 9/11. It was a significant 
event in all our lives so I’m particularly pleased to have an 
opportunity with some of our nation’s first responders,” Rear 
Adm. Sean Pybus said. 

Pybus ate lunch with the firefighters at Station 1 on 
Thursday because he was returning an invitation extended to 
him by Norman Deputy Fire Chief Jim Bailey. The two met 
when Bailey visited the Navy skill training program at the 
Coronado base in San Diego several months ago. 

Pybus also was in the state representing the Navy for 
Navy Week and commented about the current situation in 
Libya. 

“I want to make sure our state recognizes that the United 
States Navy is on watch today,” he said. “It is again relevant 
as we face some particular challenges this week and today as 
some of our embassies have come under siege. The United 
States Navy is off the coast prepared to respond if the chain of 
command would direct us to do so.” 

He said the Navy is on watch and very capable and 
prepared to provide the nation with what it needs as it moves 
forward. 

After lunch with the firefighters, the admiral was 
scheduled to visit the University of Oklahoma’s ROTC unit. 

Pybus himself applied for an ROTC scholarship to get 
money for college after graduating from high school in 
Stillwater. He was awarded a scholarship at the University of 
Rochester in New York where he graduated with a Bachelor 
of Arts in Economics. 

“During the course of college, knowing I owed the Navy 
four years, I discovered that there was a program called the 
Navy SEALs and thought ‘that might be pretty fun,” he said. 

As far as Navy SEAL recruitment goes, Pybus said there 
are no recruitment challenges. 

“We have more than enough young men interested in 
becoming SEALs,” he said. 

They have good numbers and high quality in their 
program, with lots of good candidates that come through. 
However, he said he is looking for more diversity in the 
program. 

“I would like to have more diversity so that we could 
operate around the world. I would like to look more like 
America in our diversity,” he said. 

“I’d like for more American Indians, African Americans, 
Asian Americans and others to join the force. Quite frankly, 
I’m not sure that some of our micro-cultures in the states are 
really aware of our program.” 

The SEALs only actively recruit in local areas, such as 
San Diego, mainly because there are enough individuals 
interested in joining the program he said. 

Pybus has remained in the Navy for 30 years. 
He has served in SEAL, Underwater Demolition, Special 

Boat, and SEAL Delivery Vehicle tours within Naval Special 
Warfare, and has held operations positions at Joint Special 
Operations Command and the United States Special 
Operations Command. 

Some of his command tours include units in Panama, 
Germany and Bahrain, as well as duty as commodore, Naval 
Special Warfare Group 1, San Diego. He reported to Naval 
Special Warfare Command in June 2011 from his previous 
assignment as commander, Special Operations Command 
Pacific. 

Pybus has also participated in special operations in Latin 
America, Europe, Africa and Asia. 
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Decorations include two Defense Superior Service 
Medals, two Legions of Merit, three Meritorious Service 
Medals, and various other awards. He is also a 1998 

Distinguished Graduate of the Naval War College with a 
Master’s Degree in Strategic Studies. 
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COMMENTARY: 
28. The Proper Response To Cairo 
(WASHINGTON POST 14 SEP 12) ... Robert Kagan 

A handful of Republicans pushed Wednesday to cut off 
aid to Libya and Egypt. Fortunately, most Republicans and 
Democrats in Congress reject the idea. In Libya, the 
government is largely secular and pro-American. It is also 
weak and unable to preserve order against the many forces — 
from remnants of the Gaddafi era to radical Islamic militants 
— that challenge its authority. Cutting off support isn’t the 
answer. If anything, we should be increasing assistance, 
especially security assistance, to help Libyans make their 
country safer, for themselves and us. 

The bigger and more important challenge is Egypt. The 
attacks on the U.S. Embassy in Cairo were not carried out by 
or at the instigation of the elected Egyptian government. As 
The Post’s David Ignatius rightly points out, many of the 
protesters who stormed the compound Tuesday oppose the 
current government. But that government’s failure to protect 
the embassy, a core international obligation, and President 
Mohamed Morsi’s failure to condemn the attacks are 
worrisome. 

There is also reason to be concerned about the Morsi 
government’s policies more generally. The record is mixed. 

Egypt is certainly more democratic than it was under the 
Mubarak regime, which the United States supported for 30 
years. The month-old Morsi government has respected 
Egypt’s long-standing peace treaty with Israel. When Morsi 
traveled to Iran recently, he infuriated his hosts by denouncing 
tyranny and calling for action against Tehran’s ally in Syria. 
The Egyptian government’s primary interest has been to seek 
assistance for its faltering economy, and it has been 
negotiating responsibly with the International Monetary Fund. 
This is all to the good. 

Some conservatives are starting to make a glib 
comparison between the evolution of Egypt today and the 
Iranian revolution of 1979. This is a faulty analysis. Egypt is 
not declaring jihad on the West, and Morsi is not Ayatollah 
Khomeini. We need to avoid an undiscriminating 
Islamophobia and distinguish between those who want to kill 
Americans and those who may dislike the West but are 
primarily interested in rebuilding their societies after decades 
of dictatorship. 

As with many nascent democracies around the world, 
Islamic and non-Islamic, the transition in Egypt is incomplete. 
Some signs give reason for hope, but there are also signs of 
undemocratic tendencies. The Morsi government has been 
censoring media and hounding political opponents. Coptic 
Christians are justifiably scared. Women have reason to worry 
about whether their rights will be respected. 

The United States needs to strike an intelligent balance. If 
Egypt’s economy crumbles, is the nation going to become less 
radical? Is it more likely to uphold the peace treaty with 

Israel? Is it more likely to be a force for moderation in the 
greater Middle East? 

The United States and its friends in the region have a vital 
stake in the success of Egypt’s transition. U.S. policies should 
aim to support the forces in Egypt — and there are many — 
that want a democratic system and a healthy economy. That 
means providing aid, ideally even more aid than is planned. 
But it also means making clear to Egyptians what that aid is 
for. U.S. support should be conditioned on the Egyptian 
government’s behavior, both internationally and domestically. 
The Morsi government needs to understand that it will not get 
U.S. assistance, or much help from the rest of the international 
community, if it clamps down on freedoms at home, 
persecutes religious minorities such as the Copts or fails to 
meet its basic international obligations. 

The Obama administration has not been wrong to reach 
out to the popularly elected government in Egypt. The Muslim 
Brotherhood won that election, and no one doubts that it did 
so fairly. We either support democracy or we don’t. But the 
administration has not been forthright enough in making clear, 
publicly as well as privately, what it expects of that 
government. 

Out of fear of making the United States the issue in 
Egyptian politics, the Obama administration, like past 
administrations, has been too reticent about stating clearly the 
expectations that we and the democratic world have for 
Egyptian democracy: a sound constitution that protects the 
rights of all individuals, an open press, a free and vital 
opposition, an independent judiciary and a thriving civil 
society. President Obama owes it to the Egyptian people to 
stand up for these principles. Congress needs to support 
democracy in Egypt by providing aid that ensures it advances 
those principles and, therefore, U.S. interests. 

Meanwhile, politicians and commentators would be wise 
to tone down the apocalyptic rhetoric. This is an election year, 
and there is much to criticize in the way the administration has 
handled events in the Middle East. But a toxic mix is brewing 
between the natural impulses of political warfare and a 
tendency, perhaps still on the fringes, to tar all Islamic 
governments with the same brush and tell them all to go to 
hell. Sorry, we can’t afford to. 

This is not the time for a “who lost Egypt?” debate. 
Egypt, Libya, Tunisia and Yemen are far from lost. The only 
smart course is to redouble our efforts and use the 
considerable influence the United States still has to try to 
shape a region that remains of vital concern to Americans and 
the health and stability of the international order that the 
United States upholds. 

Robert Kagan is a senior fellow at the Brookings 
Institution. 
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29. Beyond Religion In The Middle East 
Violence in Egypt and Libya is more about local politics than Islam. 
(LOS ANGELES TIMES 14 SEP 12) ... Mimi Hanaoka 

The chaotic violence that killed U.S. Ambassador J. 
Christopher Stevens and three American staffers in Libya, and 
that resulted in a mob storming the U.S. Embassy in Cairo, has 
been garbed in religious language and references. However, 
the religious rhetoric from all corners distracts from the real 
issues: serious domestic political fragmentation in Libya and 
Egypt in the aftermath of the Arab Spring, and America's 
place in the region. 

Media attention has focused on a polemic 14-minute 
movie trailer for "Innocence of Muslims" posted on YouTube, 
which prompted protests in Benghazi and Cairo. The film was 
allegedly produced by Sam Bacile, who has identified himself 
as an Israeli Jew. In the Wall Street Journal, Bacile called 
Islam a "cancer" and claimed he raised $5 million from about 
100 Jewish donors to fund the film, details that only intensify 
the film's polemic power. 

The trailer, translated into Arabic and viewed thousands 
of times in the Middle East, portrays the prophet Muhammad 
as, among other things, a child abuser. Florida pastor and 
provocateur Terry Jones, who burned the Koran in 2011, 
claims to have screened the film; a self-described Christian 
militant in California claims to have consulted on it. 

As news reports, punditry and Internet reactions fly, the 
violent response to the trailer in Libya and Egypt will 
undoubtedly be portrayed as generic Muslim rage rooted in a 
theology that inspires a special rage and hatred against the 
West. If more demonstrations erupt in Muslim countries after 
Friday prayers, there will be further temptation to understand 
any protests as primarily religious in nature. 

But there are other ways to understand what's going on. 
The deadly attack in Libya may have been separate from the 
video protests, preplanned by extremists. In any case, the anti-
American demonstrations are not necessarily exhibitions of 
generic Muslim theological rage as much as they are outbursts 
occurring for specific reasons in the particular and destabilized 
local contexts of the post-Arab Spring Middle East and North 
Africa. And more protests following Friday prayers in these 
countries are likely to be as much a sign of newfound political 
engagement as religious zeal. 

The Arab Spring produced a complex matrix of political 
instability in Libya and Egypt, with enormous economic and 

social reverberations in those nations and their geopolitical 
relationships and strategies. The anti-American violence in 
Benghazi and Cairo is mostly a reflection of weakened central 
governments in the wake of the toppling of long-standing 
dictators and amid the jockeying for power of a host of actors 
and organizations. 

If the reaction was generically Muslim in nature, Saudi 
Arabia, the most notable bastion of Sunni orthodoxy 
vehemently opposed to any depictions of Muhammad, would 
be the place where the trailer and the film would be expected 
to first spark controversy. Yet it wasn't a flash point. Nor have 
we heard a peep of protest from Bahrain, Qatar, the United 
Arab Emirates, Oman or Kuwait, Persian Gulf countries with 
relatively strong central governments that retained a firm grip 
on power during the Arab Spring. 

As the exuberant democracy movements and revolutions 
in Libya and Egypt transition to the painstaking reality of 
establishing law and order, the new regimes have to find their 
feet and their place in the world. The recently elected 
governments in Libya and Egypt and other countries will work 
for many years to reestablish law and order, a task 
complicated in Libya by the deluge of arms floating around 
the country after the brutal civil war. In Egypt, the Muslim 
Brotherhood, the entrenched military power holders, and 
secular organizations and individuals will compete to speak 
for the new state. 

At such a time, using religion alone to explain what's 
happening is counter-factual and counterproductive. 
Individuals, mobs and militants on all sides, in the United 
States as well as in Egypt and Libya, will try to dwell on 
Islam. Easily inflamed mobs in the Middle East may set back 
democratization efforts and strip the remade nations of foreign 
economic investment, tourism and the geopolitical support 
they need. In America, provocateurs will try to influence 
public opinion in divisive political times. It is important that 
policymakers and the news media remain clear-headed that the 
real issues are instead mostly local and always political. 

Mimi Hanaoka is an assistant professor of religious 
studies and Islam at the University of Richmond in Virginia. 
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30. Our Diplomats Deserve Better 
(NEW YORK TIMES 14 SEP 12) ... Prudence Bushnell 

FALLS CHURCH, Va. -- There is a black wall in a State 
Department lobby inscribed with the names of those who died 
while serving overseas. Every time I passed that wall after Al 
Qaeda blew up two American Embassies in East Africa in 
1998, I thought of the 12 American and 32 Kenyan friends and 
colleagues who died on my watch as ambassador. I thought of 
my own journey that day down flights of stairs in the building 
next door to the embassy, after having been knocked out by 
the blast, of the people who risked their lives to save others, 
and of how we carried on under horrendous circumstances. 

Now every time I pass the black marble wall, I will think 
of Ambassador J. Christopher Stevens and his colleagues who 

died after an attack on our consulate in Benghazi, Libya, this 
week. 

Diplomats don’t often make headlines until something 
horrible happens. Even then, it is policy and politics that get 
the attention. We had barely learned of the attack before 
talking heads began to expound on Middle East policies and 
the words administration officials used, or should have used, 
to uphold our national dignity. Where were the conversations 
about the diplomats who were actually carrying out those 
policies in faraway, often dangerous places, the people who 
take care of us despite the hardship and risk? Imagine what it 
must have been like trying to escape the raging fire in the 
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Benghazi consulate or enduring hours of assault in the nearby 
annex waiting for relief from the Libyan government. 

Diplomacy is a dangerous profession. You cannot exert 
influence by whispering in diplomatic code to your 
government counterparts behind closed doors. You do not 
spread American values — especially in places where 
passions are high, governments fragile and guns plentiful — 
by remote control from Washington. You have to get out from 
behind the walls and engage with people. We know this can 
put us in harm’s way; our people in the Benghazi consulate 
knew it. And they did their jobs anyway. 

That is because, hokey as it sounds, the people who 
represent us overseas really do believe they can make a 
difference. They confront violent behavior and strong passions 
with American leadership, smart power and peaceful means. 

We must make that work safer. The reasons for violence 
change with time and place but the human effects are the 
same. For two years before we were blown up in Nairobi, 
Kenya, my team and I fought (“nagged” was the word State 
Department colleagues used) to have security threats and 
vulnerabilities addressed. We were too close to the street, an 
easy target. Washington’s assessment was that things were 
O.K. Anyway, I was told, there was no money for a more 
secure embassy. What was Washington’s assessment of our 
consulate in Benghazi? We may not like the image of 
American diplomats working out of fortified boxes, but we 
cannot let them work in buildings that can be overrun by 
attackers. This is a lesson our government still hasn’t learned 
since 1979 in Tehran. 

If the Benghazi tragedy traces the same journey we made 
from the rubble in Nairobi, heartfelt pronouncements will be 
made; the dead will be given due homage and then they will 
be buried. The press will alight on other stories. A 
Congressionally mandated accountability review board will 

determine what happened and what needs to be done to avoid 
such tragedies in the future. Easy fixes — changes to 
emergency action plans, minor security upgrades — will be 
made; expensive and hard ones will not. 

The Foreign Service is short on people, and those people 
are rushed into the field short on training. We build concrete 
fortresses when we have to, but we don’t invest in the mobile 
communications and security technology that would protect 
diplomats when they leave the embassy, as they must. What 
kinds of technology, systems, training and deployment do we 
need to get results through diplomacy in the 21st century? 
These are the difficult questions that will remain unanswered, 
while diplomats disappear from public view once again. Until 
the next time someone dies — then we see the same sorry 
response all over again. 

But we can give meaning to this tragedy. What if 
President Obama and Mitt Romney exercised true leadership 
by explaining to Americans, including the families and friends 
of those who died in Benghazi, what diplomacy is all about? 
Why using words and deeds for peace is as important as using 
weapons. Why we value our diplomats and what we will do to 
make their jobs easier, if we cannot guarantee their absolute 
security. 

It is a stretch, I know. Far easier to add some more 
concrete, declare our responsibilities to diplomats complete 
and move back to the fun stuff of making and debating policy, 
most of it domestic. The black wall will continue to 
accumulate names, diplomats will continue to represent our 
country on the cheap and nothing much will change. Like that 
scenario? If not, start demanding leadership. That is what 
Chris Stevens and his team were providing. Let’s think about 
them and reciprocate. 

Prudence Bushnell is a former United States ambassador 
to Kenya and Guatemala. 
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31. AirSea Office Must Battle Through, Or Fail 
(AOL DEFENSE 13 SEP 12) ... Rep. Randy Forbes 

CAPITOL HILL -- It has now been over a year since the 
Air Force and Navy signed a memorandum of understanding 
for implementing the AirSea Battle (ASB) limited operational 
concept. Six months ago I wrote that this effort - one that I 
strongly support - will be critical to maintaining our security 
commitments in the Asia-Pacific region and will only be 
successful if Congress and the Pentagon are able to forge a 
strong partnership. 

Where does this process stand today? Two areas that 
deserve further consideration are the influence of the AirSea 
Battle Office in implementing the concept and the office's 
broader strategic communications plan. 

First, one of the main misconceptions about AirSea Battle 
is the focus on the concept. While it contains AirSea Battle's 
guiding principles, absent any sort of bureaucratic 
implementation process, it is merely a thoughtful document. 
We need to recognize this concept in terms of the actual 
AirSea Battle Office (ASBO); the office is the heart of this 
effort. It is intended to manage the day-to-day implementation 
of the concept and oversees subject matter experts in ASB 
Working Groups that collaboratively develop doctrine, 
organization, training, materiel, leadership and education, 
personnel and facilities (DOTMLPF) solutions. 

For AirSea Battle to be successful, however, the AirSea 
office must influence service defense budget submissions and 
advise Combatant Commanders as they grapple with anti-
access/area-denial (A2/AD) challenges. I worry that without 
an influential bureaucratic role, AirSea Battle will fail. 

As it is currently structured, the ASB Office is designed 
to comprise at least two individuals from the Air Force, Navy 
and Marine Corps at the O-4/5 and O-6 level. While the work 
of the current representatives in the inaugural year has been 
admirable, the office might benefit from being led by a more 
senior officer who could be a full-time advocate for AirSea 
Battle priorities. 

The office staff should also be made up of some of the 
most innovative and disruptive thinkers the services boast. 
Often when the Navy or Air Force develop a PhD-level 
thinker they have difficulty figuring out what to do with them, 
sending them to think tanks or places like the Office of Net 
Assessment to try and put their skills to good use. The ASB 
Office is the perfect home for these disruptive thinkers to help 
challenge the bureaucratic forces that often plague the 
Department of Defense. 

Far from being just a means to advocate for naval and air 
force capabilities, as some have criticized, for this project to 
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succeed the Office must be capable and willing to draw 
conclusions that will make people uncomfortable. 

Second, there is still a broader misunderstanding amongst 
the press, think tanks, and international observers of what 
AirSea Battle actually is and is not. This stems from a struggle 
by the Navy and Air Force to explain the concept, its purpose, 
or the role of the AirSea Battle Office. The classified status 
and diplomatic sensitivities surrounding AirSea Battle are 
partially to blame. 

Also at fault is the Defense Department's inability to 
clearly and concisely describe this project. As a result, some 
have assumed AirSea Battle is a type of "war plan" for Asia. 
Others have incorrectly identified it as a broader strategy for 
dealing with China. Still others have written that this effort is 
just a new way for the Air Force and Navy to lobby for a 
larger share of the defense budget. However, all of this is 
inconsistent with what has been said and written in official 
essays, articles, briefings, and speeches. Subsequently, 
reporting and writing on the topic has sent confusing signals to 
friends, allies and potential competitors around the world, 
while also driving misperceptions within various security and 
Asia-Pacific academic circles. 

To remedy some of the lingering confusion, Navy and Air 
Force leadership, along with the ASB Office, should develop a 
broader strategic communications plan to clearly articulate the 
AirSea Battle message to Congress, the defense industry, 
foreign allies, and potential competitors. Just as Air-Land 
Battle was enshrined in Field Manual 100-5, the services 
should strongly consider publishing an unclassified version of 
the AirSea Battle concept. The existence of AirSea Battle is 
now well known, so an unclassified document should only 
help to avoid further misconceptions. 

This document could serve to clear up some of the 
confusion for both allies and potential competitors. It could 
reinforce what AirSea Battle is not, while carefully 
articulating how AirSea Battle focuses on "networked, 
integrated, attack-in-depth" to disrupt, destroy and defeat 
(NIA-D3) A2/AD threats in a range of theaters. It could also 
emphasize the important role AirSea Battle can play in 
controlling the escalation of conflict. 

The ASB Office should also create a formal mechanism 
for communicating to Congress what it considers its top 
DOTMLPF solutions for implementing AirSea Battle. An 
annual "Top 10 List," of sorts, could identify critical 
DOTMLPFs while enabling Congress to better understand 
how the broader concept connects to the tactical level for 
Combatant Commanders, as well as the critical priorities 
necessary for resourcing this effort. It could also be a useful 
mechanism for stimulating interest and support for the 
concept. However, this document should not be used by the 
Pentagon as a political justification for specific decisions or 
programs. 

Along with the steps I have briefly touched on, the burden 
will also fall on Congress to recognize the importance of this 
effort, push the Pentagon to exploit its full potential, and 
ultimately resource it. This starts with avoiding defense 
"sequestration" cuts, but it must continue with a commitment 
by the Congress to a national security budget for sustained 
American global leadership. I look forward to continuing to 
build a strong partnership between Congress and the military 
to make AirSea Battle an enduring success. 

Rep. J. Randy Forbes, R-Va., is chairman of the House 
Armed Services readiness subcommittee and founder and co-
chairman of the Congressional China Caucus. 
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32. Calls For Phantom Defense Cuts Must Stop 
(TIME 13 SEP 12) ... Mackenzie Eaglen 

Fiscal restraint is en vogue and increasingly the cover 
many are using to push other agendas. Republicans spent a 
week in Tampa monitoring America’s mounting national debt 
at their recent convention. Democrats included a call for 
“tough” spending cuts, especially to the military, as part of 
their official party platform. The document indicates “outdated 
Cold War-era systems” should be favored for the chopping 
block. 

It’s time to retire for good the phrase “Cold War-era 
weapons systems” and the thinking that this is what comprises 
the vast majority of Pentagon spending. 

Brookings’ Michael O’Hanlon said it best in a report on 
the subject last year: 

Despite the claim of some defense budget cutters, few if 
any of the new systems can still be described as ‘Cold War 
legacy weapons.’ …There is no weapon today being justified 
on the grounds that it might be needed against a Soviet-like 
threat. 

Many production lines building systems from a previous 
era are already slated to close, or are completing their final 
orders absent foreign military sales. Aircraft like the C-17 
Globemaster III, C-130 Hercules, F/A-18E/F Super Hornet, F-
15E Strike Eagle, and F-16 Fighting Falcon — platforms that 
have helped form the bulwarks of American air power — will 

cease production in a few short years. The F-22 Raptor fifth-
generation fighter production line has already shut down. 

The remaining recapitalization plans of the U.S. military 
are anemic. As O’Hanlon observes, “for the first time in the 
history of aviation, the U.S. does not have a manned aircraft 
program in the R&D [research and development] phase.” 

Few stop to ask what consequences further cuts might 
have on the nation’s defense-industrial base. After all, as 
Deputy Secretary of Defense Ashton Carter has observed, 
“Having the best defense industrial and technology base in the 
world is not a birthright.” 

Since World War II, the United States has benefited from 
the skills of a robust aerospace, shipbuilding and defense 
manufacturing workforce. America’s Air Force and Navy 
operate the best fighter aircraft, long-range bombers, aircraft 
carriers, destroyers, cruisers and submarines. While 
technology alone has not assured American military 
superiority, the defense industry has nevertheless been a 
potent enabler of American military might. 

O’Hanlon called for greater consideration of “deep and 
significant challenges, arguably more so than perhaps ever 
before in its post-World War II history” facing this smaller, 
already-downsized industry. 

This time, consolidation is not an attractive option — 
particularly for taxpayers. 
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Where there were once more than 30 prominent defense 
companies, there are now five (check out this eye-opening 
chart from the Center for Strategic and Budgetary 
Assessments for graphic evidence). On Thursday comes the 
news that European defence giants EADS and BAE Systems 
are talking about merging, which would create one of the 
globe’s largest aerospace company. 

The few major programs now underway have served to 
boost the cost of what we end up buying. Shrinking 
competition further would only drive up the government’s tab, 
while the dollars dedicated to defense are supposedly heading 
in the opposite direction. 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Pentagon Plays Down Syria No-Fly Zone Option 
(REUTERS 14 AUG 12) ... Phil Stewart 

WASHINGTON, Aug 14--U.S. Defense Secretary Leon Panetta suggested on Tuesday the Pentagon was not seriously 
considering a no-fly zone in Syria, saying it was not a "front-burner" issue. 

 
2. ‘Window Is Still Open” To Avoid Iran Strike, Panetta Says 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 14 AUG 12) ... Tony Capaccio and David Lerman 

The “window is still open” for diplomacy to resolve the dispute with Iran over its nuclear program, U.S. Defense Secretary Leon 
Panetta said. 

 
3. Norfolk Naval Station Team Going To Inspect Porter 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 15 AUG 12) ... Mike Hixenbaugh and Cindy Clayton 

A team from Norfolk Naval Station has been sent to the United Arab Emirates to help assess damage to the guided missile 
destroyer Porter, according to Lt. Cmdr. Bill Urban, a Navy spokesman. 

 
4. VCNO Visits Enterprise, Discusses Flexibility Of Naval Forces 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 14 AUG 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Brian Reynolds, Enterprise Carrier Strike Group 
Public Affairs 

USS ENTERPRISE, At Sea -- The vice chief of naval operations (VCNO) and Navy Total Force/Manpower, Personnel, 
Education and Training (MPT&E) fleet master chief visited aircraft carrier USS Enterprise (CVN 65) Aug. 14 as the ship continued its 
historic 25th and final deployment. 

 

AASSIIAA  ––  PPAACCIIFFIICC::  
5. Tokyo Faces Fresh Tensions Over Disputed Territories 
Island Territories Off Nation's Coast Are Challenged Anew by South Korea, Russia and China 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 15 AUG 12) ... Evan Ramstad and Alexander Martin 

Tokyo is facing escalating tensions on three fronts, as South Korea, Russia and China make fresh challenges to claims over island 
territories off the shores of Japan. 

 
6. Japan Mulls No S. Korea Summit Amid Island Row: Report 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 14 AUG 12) ... Kyoko Hasegawa 

TOKYO - Japan and South Korea may not hold an expected summit on the sidelines of the annual APEC gathering in Russia next 
month as Tokyo mulls its response in an escalating territorial dispute with Seoul. 

 
7. PACOM Works To Advance U.S.-India Strategic Partnership 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 14 AUG 12) ... Donna Miles 

CAMP SMITH, Hawaii – As U.S. Pacific Command strives to build stronger alliances and partnerships across the Asia-Pacific 
region, one of its big focuses is on taking the military-to-military relationship with India to the next level. 

 

IINNFFRRAASSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  IINNSSTTAALLLLAATTIIOONNSS::  
8. U.S. Military Planning To Set Up Storage Depot In Phl 
(PHILIPPINE STAR 15 AUG 12) ... Jaime Laude 

MANILA, Philippines - The United States military is planning to set up a storage depot in the Philippine for their equipment and 
logistics from Afghanistan to support future disaster response or other contingency in the Asia-Pacific region, the U.S. military press 
service said. 
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AAIIRRSSEEAA  BBAATTTTLLEE::  
9. The Next War 
(GOVERNMENT EXECUTIVE 14 AUG 12) ... Sydney J. Freedberg Jr. 

The war in Afghanistan is not over yet, but back in Washington the battle has already started over what the next war will be. On 
one side stands the Army, struggling to reorient itself to a wider world after a decade of all-consuming counterinsurgency in 
Afghanistan and Iraq. On the other stand the Air Force and Navy, tired of playing supporting roles and looking to future conflicts in 
the Pacific. The Marine Corps, meanwhile, straddles both camps. 

 

MMIIDDEEAASSTT::  
10. Ex-Syria PM Urges Defection 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 15 AUG 12) ... Sam Dagher 

BEIRUT—Syria's newly defected prime minister was helpless to stop the regime's bloody crackdown against its opponents, he 
said, urging other military and civilian officials to leave their posts to save the country and its institutions from collapse. 

 

AAFFGGHHAANNIISSTTAANN::  
11. Leon Panetta: There's A War Going On 
(POLITICO 14 AUG 12) ... Stephanie Gaskell and Philip Ewing 

Neither Mitt Romney nor Paul Ryan mentioned the war in Afghanistan during their big running mate roll-out in Virginia 
Saturday. Barack Obama gives it only a brief mention in his own stump speeches. 

 

PPIIRRAACCYY::  
12. War On Somali Pirates: Big Business And Growing 
(NATIONAL DEFENSE 14 AUG 12) ... Sandra I. Erwin 

Ship hijackings by Somali pirates have slowed down considerably so far this year, but they will bounce back, says a retired Navy 
rear admiral who commanded an anti-piracy multinational alliance known as Combined Task Force 151. 

 
13. Dutch Navy Frees Somalis Held By Pirates: NATO 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 14 AUG 12) 

BRUSSELS -- Dutch sailors taking part in NATO's pirate-busting operation Ocean Shield helped rescue the crew of a Somali 
dhow hijacked by pirates in the Gulf of Aden, NATO said Tuesday. 

 
14. Bangladesh Launches Operation Against Pirates 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 14 AUG 12) 

DHAKA — Bangladesh has launched a joint air and naval operation against pirates in the Bay of Bengal in an effort to rescue 50 
fishermen kidnapped at the weekend, a coast guard officer said on Tuesday. 

 

DDIISSAASSTTEERR  RREESSPPOONNSSEE::  
15. Checklist For Disaster First-Responders: Food, Blankets – And Wi-Fi 
An Irish-based aid agency has developed a wi-fi system for use immediately after a natural disaster, when 
communications can be near-impossible. The U.S. Navy is testing it this week. 
(CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR 14 AUG 12) ... Jason Walsh 

DUBLIN, Ireland – An Ireland-based aid agency is working with the U.S. Navy in a disaster simulation at Camp Roberts, Calif., 
this week to test a local communications system in an effort to improve telecommunications in the immediate aftermath of natural 
disasters. 

 

PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
16. Federal Travel Reimbursement Rate To Stay Same In Fiscal 2013 
(WASHINGTON POST 15 AUG 12) ... Lisa Rein 

The reimbursement rate for government travel will not change in the next fiscal year, the General Services Administration 
announced Tuesday, quelling hotel industry concerns that the rates would be cut to reduce federal travel spending. 

 
17. Force Cuts Skip Flag Officers 
Admiral numbers creep up despite a fleet cut in half since the Cold War 
(NAVY TIMES 20 AUG 12) ... Sam Fellman 

Over the past two decades, the fleet and the force have plummeted from Cold War highs. Only one segment of the Navy has 
bucked that ebb tide: admirals. 
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18. Survey Of Troops Who Attempted Suicide May Lead To New Therapies 
(NAVY TIMES 20 AUG 12) ... Patricia Kime 

Former Army Sgt. Kris Goldsmith awoke in a military hospital in 2007 after downing a liter of vodka and a vial of Percocet — a 
suicide attempt, he said, to end unbearable pain and suffering. 

 
19. USS Constitution Hosts Annual CPO Heritage Weeks 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 14 AUG 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist Seaman Michael Achterling, USS Constitution Public 
Affairs 

CHARLESTOWN, Mass. -- USS Constitution kicked off its 15th annual Chief Petty Officer (CPO) Heritage Weeks from the 
ship's berth in Charlestown, Mass., Aug. 14. 

 

AAVVIIAATTIIOONN::  
20. Japanese Vice Defense Minister To Take Next Step In Dance Of The Osprey; Briefing On Moroccan 
Crash 
(AOL DEFENSE 14 AUG 12) ... Richard Whittle 

WASHINGTON -- Japan's vice defense minister, Hideo Jinpu, is to visit the Pentagon tomorrow to get a detailed briefing on the 
April 11 crash in Morocco of a Marine Corps MV-22 Osprey that killed two Marines. Jinpu's visit is the next step in a kabuki dance 
that began a few weeks ago in response to Japanese protests against a Marine Corps plan to base Ospreys on Okinawa. 

 
21. X-47B Set For Next Phase Of Testing 
(C4ISR JOURNAL 14 AUG 12) ... Joshua Stewart 

NAVAL AIR STATION PATUXENT RIVER, Md. — After flying for the first time here in late July, the U.S. Navy’s X-47B is 
being prepped for next year, when the unmanned aircraft will make its first completely autonomous aircraft carrier landing. 

 

TTEECCHHNNOOLLOOGGYY::  
22. Missile Defense Remains Priority In Plans To Reduce Military's Size, Spending, Say Officials 
(HUNTSVILLE (AL) TIMES 15 AUG 12) ... Kenneth Kesner 

HUNTSVILLE, Alabama--Missile defense programs, to protect the U.S. homeland as well as American allies and troops around 
the world, remain a priority in Department of Defense plans to restructure and reduce forces and rein in spending after a decade of war 
on two fronts. 

 
23. Navy Soliciting Bids For Ship-Based Laser Weapons 
(STARS AND STRIPES 15 AUG 12) 

SASEBO NAVAL BASE, Japan — The Navy wants to be the first U.S. military service branch to deploy cost-effective, high-
energy laser weapons capable of burning holes in approaching targets in the air and on the sea. 

 
24. Navy Authorizes FRP Of BAE Systems' Advanced Precision Kill Weapons System 
(DEFENSE DAILY 15 AUG 12) ... Pat Host 

The Navy authorized full-rate production (FRP) of BAE Systems’ laser-guided rocket system known as Advanced Precision Kill 
Weapons System (APKWS), according to a company statement. 

 

OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
25. Chicago Welcomes Navy Week Through Monday 
(WMAQ NBC CHICAGO 14 AUG 12) ... Stefan Holt 

Vice Adm. Philip Hart Cullom talks with NBC 5's Stefan Holt on what's in store during Navy Week. 
 

26. Navy Week In Chicago Brings Admiral To Lake Forest 
(LAKE FOREST (IL) GAZEBO NEWS 14 AUG 12) ... A. J. Goldsmith 

Vice Admiral Phillip Hart Cullom is the very model of a modern U.S. Navy Officer. He holds a bachelor’s degree in nuclear 
physics from the U.S. Naval Academy and an MBA from Harvard University. 

 
27. Former Commander Touts ET Service In Navy 
Vice admiral visits to educate, inform 
(KNOXVILLE NEWS-SENTINEL 15 AUG 12) ... Matt Lakin 

Vice Adm. Harry B. Harris wants to change the way Tennesseans think about the Navy. 
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28. Ship Tours Get Revamped 
(CONTRA COSTA (CA) TIMES 15 AUG 12) ... Donna Littlejohn 

The Navy is coming - and this time, San Pedro says it will be ready. 
 

LLEEGGAALL::  
29. DOD To Review Civilian Injuries, Deaths In War Zones 
(NAVY TIMES 20 AUG 12) ... Rick Maze 

The Defense Department has launched a seven-month review of whether the military justice system is fairly investigating 
allegations of death, injury or abuse of civilians in war zones at the hands of U.S. forces. 

 
30. Miami Fire Charge May Be Resolved Without Indictment 
(PORTSMOUTH (NH) HERALD 14 AUG 12) 

KITTERY, Maine — The federal case against Casey Fury may be resolved without a grand jury indictment, his defense attorney 
said in a document filed Tuesday in U.S. District Court. 

 

CCOOMMMMEENNTTAARRYY::  
31. Global Business Of Deadly Pirates 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 15 AUG 12) ... Editorial 

The scourge of international piracy - centered in Somalia - received one more blow this week in Norfolk, when U.S. District 
Judge Robert Doumar ensured that a pirate negotiator will die in an American prison. 

 
32. Defending The Littorals: A Key Challenge For U.S. Pacific Strategy 
(AOL DEFENSE 14 AUG 12) ... Robbin Laird 

The Pacific is vast. While some may bridle and note the obvious nature of this, this simple fact is often either not understood and 
not reflected upon when strategists consider the region's nature. This is not the Mediterranean; this is not the Indian Ocean; this is not 
even the Atlantic. 

 
33. Conflict With China: What It Would Look Like, How To Avoid It 
(THE DIPLOMAT 14 AUG 12) ... Ambassador James Dobbins 

Since the disappearance of the Soviet Union, China has become America’s default adversary, the power against which the United 
States measures itself militarily, at least when there is no more proximate enemy in sight. With America’s war in Iraq over and the one 
in Afghanistan winding down, President Obama has announced yet another American pivot to Asia, with China as the main 
preoccupation. This raises the question of how likely conflict with China is, what it would look like, and how it can be avoided. 

 
34. Commanding Officers And Personal Misconduct 
(INFORMATION DISSEMINATION 14 AUG 12) ... Raymond Pritchett 

This is written by Captain Mark Light in the Summer 2012 Naval War College Review: The Navy's Moral Compass 
Commanding Officer's and Personal Misconduct (PDF). 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Pentagon Plays Down Syria No-Fly Zone Option 
(REUTERS 14 AUG 12) ... Phil Stewart 

WASHINGTON, Aug 14--U.S. Defense Secretary Leon 
Panetta suggested on Tuesday the Pentagon was not seriously 
considering a no-fly zone in Syria, saying it was not a "front-
burner" issue. 

The comments came even as the Pentagon has flagged 
concerns over an uptick on Syrian government air attacks on 
rebel forces, and as Panetta cited a growing Iranian role in the 
Syrian conflict. 

This included Iranian efforts to train a militia to fight on 
behalf of Syrian President Bashar al-Assad's regime, Panetta 
told reporters at the Pentagon. 

Those concerns, however, did not appear enough at this 
point to signal an active move toward a no-fly zone. 

"With regards to the no-fly zone, that is not a front-burner 
issue for us," Panetta said. 

Panetta said his focus was on ensuring that Syria's 
chemical and biological weapons sites were secure and 
working with allies to help foster as smooth a transition as 
possible should Assad fall - something U.S. officials describe 
as an inevitability. 

Assad's former prime minister Riyad Hijab, who defected 
to the opposition this month, told a news conference on 
Tuesday that the president controls less than a third of Syria 
and that his regime was collapsing.. 

White House spokesman Jay Carney the United States 
was doing everything it could with its allies to "tighten the 
noose, if you will, around Assad through diplomatic and 
financial means, through sanctions and international pressure." 

"And you can expect that we'll continue to look for ways 
to increase the pressure on Assad and deprive Assad of the 
funds that he depends on to wage war against his own people," 
he said. 

No-Fly Zone Crucial In Libya 
The imposition of no-fly zones by foreign powers was 

crucial in helping Libyan rebels overthrow Muammar Gaddafi 

last year, but it required NATO attacks to destroy Libyan air 
defenses. 

In March testimony to Congress, Panetta warned of 
potential "severe collateral damage" in establishing a no-fly 
zone for Syria as the country's air defense systems, which are 
far more sophisticated than Libya's, were located in populated 
areas. 

At the same March hearing, General Martin Dempsey, 
chairman of the U.S. military's Joint Chiefs of Staff, warned 
that Syria had five times more air defense capabilities than had 
existed in Libya. 

Dempsey, speaking at the Pentagon on Tuesday, said 
Jordan and Turkey had both examined the possibility of a safe 
haven with which "would probably come some form of no-fly 
zone." 

"But we're not planning anything unilaterally, if that's 
what you're asking," he said, just before Panetta said a no-fly 
zone wasn't a front-burner issue. 

Splits among big powers and regional rivalry between 
Iran and Saudi Arabia have stymied diplomatic efforts to halt 
the bloodshed in Syria, where opposition sources say 18,000 
people have been killed. 

Panetta said he and Dempsey shared concerns about Iran's 
deepening involvement. 

"It is obvious to both General Dempsey and I that Iran is 
playing a larger role in Syria in many ways, not only in terms 
of the IRGC, but in terms of assistance, training," Panetta said, 
referring to Iran's Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps. 

"There's now an indication that they're ... trying to train a 
militia within Syria to be able to fight on behalf of the 
regime." 

Iran has steadfastly supported Assad in his 17-month 
effort to crush the rebellion in his country and on Tuesday 
urged Muslim states to show greater unity ahead of a summit 
of Muslim leaders this week expected to focus on Syria. 

Return to Index 
 

2. ‘Window Is Still Open” To Avoid Iran Strike, Panetta Says 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 14 AUG 12) ... Tony Capaccio and David Lerman 

The “window is still open” for diplomacy to resolve the 
dispute with Iran over its nuclear program, U.S. Defense 
Secretary Leon Panetta said. 

Panetta’s remarks to reporters today at the Pentagon 
follows comments from Israeli officials that time has about 
run out to avert military strikes. Israel’s ambassador to the 
U.S., Michael Oren, wrote August 7 in the Wall Street Journal 
that the window of opportunity for negotiations “is now 
almost shut.” 

Panetta said he thinks Israel hasn’t made a decision “at 
this time” to attack Iranian nuclear sites, and that international 
sanctions are increasing pressure on Iran to make concessions. 

The negotiations essentially have stalled as global powers, 
led by the European Union foreign policy chief Catherine 
Ashton, await signs of movement from Iran before agreeing to 
a new round of high-level talks. Iran is the No. 3 oil producer 
in OPEC, following Saudi Arabia and Iraq, according to data 
for July compiled by Bloomberg. 

“From our point of view, the window is still open to try to 
work toward a diplomatic solution,” Panetta said. 

Israel’s Haaretz newspaper reported Aug. 10 that Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and Defense Minister Ehud 
Barak are considering a strike on Iran before U.S. elections on 
Nov. 6. Iranian officials have said any attack against the 
country’s nuclear program would trigger retaliation. The U.S. 
and Israel say Iran is working toward being able to produce 
nuclear bombs and should give up some or all of its 
enrichment equipment and uranium stockpiles. 

Immunity Zone 
Israeli officials say there is time pressure to act because of 

Iran’s growing capabilities at its Fordo enrichment facility, 
whose location deep under a mountain near the holy city of 
Qom makes it difficult to destroy with the weapons. Iran is 
approaching within months a “zone of immunity,” Barak has 
said. 

Army General Martin Dempsey, chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, said at the Pentagon news conference today 
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that an Israeli strike on Iran “could delay but not destroy Iran’s 
nuclear capabilities,” based on his review of Israel’s military 
arsenal. 

That arsenal includes non-stealthy F-16 and F-15 fighter 
jets and an unspecified number of large, deep-penetrating, 
U.S.- supplied GBU-28, 5,000-pound bunker-buster bombs. 

Panetta said in November 2011 that he “certainly shares” 
views expressed by predecessor Robert Gates and former Joint 
Chiefs of Staff Chairman Admiral Michael Mullen that a 
bombing campaign would set Iran back three years at most. 

Israeli Opinion 
Israeli public support for a military strike is growing as 

the government steps up its rhetoric on Iran. 
Netanyahu said on Aug. 12 that the Iranian threat 

“dwarfs” all others. On the same day, Israel’s Home Front 
Command announced it was testing a nationwide text-
messaging system to alert the public to incoming missiles. 

About 46 percent of Israelis now oppose a strike on Iran 
without U.S. support, down from 58 percent in March, 
according to a poll by the Dialog Institute reported on Channel 
10 on Aug. 12. 

A poll in the daily Ma’ariv on Aug. 10 found that 35 
percent believed that Israel should attack Iran alone if 
necessary, compared with 19 percent in a July 20 poll. All the 
polls had a margin of error of 4.5 percentage points. 

Nuclear talks with Iran resumed in Istanbul in April after 
an interval of more than a year. The last high-level discussions 
involving members of the so-called P5+1 -- U.K., U.S., China, 
Russia, France and Germany -- were held in Moscow in June. 

The gap remains wide, a U.S. official said Aug. 2, 
speaking on condition of anonymity because the talks were 
private. Ashton delivered a tough message to Iranian 
negotiator Saeed Jalili, the official said by e-mail. 

Return to Index 
 

3. Norfolk Naval Station Team Going To Inspect Porter 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 15 AUG 12) ... Mike Hixenbaugh and Cindy Clayton 

A team from Norfolk Naval Station has been sent to the 
United Arab Emirates to help assess damage to the guided 
missile destroyer Porter, according to Lt. Cmdr. Bill Urban, a 
Navy spokesman. 

The Porter collided with a Japanese oil tanker Sunday in 
the Strait of Hormuz. No injuries were reported, but the 
collision left a gash in the side of the destroyer. 

Rear Adm. David J. Gale, commander of Norfolk-based 
Navy Regional Maintenance Command, is in charge of the 
repair effort, Urban said. 

The investigation into the collision is continuing, said Lt. 
Greg Raelson, adding that it is too soon to know the timeline 
for the ship's repair. 

The Porter sailed under its own power to Jebel Ali in the 
United Arab Emirates. 

Return to Index 
 

4. VCNO Visits Enterprise, Discusses Flexibility Of Naval Forces 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 14 AUG 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Brian Reynolds, Enterprise Carrier Strike Group 
Public Affairs 

USS ENTERPRISE, At Sea -- The vice chief of naval 
operations (VCNO) and Navy Total Force/Manpower, 
Personnel, Education and Training (MPT&E) fleet master 
chief visited aircraft carrier USS Enterprise (CVN 65) Aug. 14 
as the ship continued its historic 25th and final deployment. 

Adm. Mark Ferguson and Fleet Master Chief 
(SW/AW/SCW) Scott A. Benning visited Enterprise as a part 
of an ongoing tour during which they are visiting and thanking 
Sailors deployed to the U.S. Central Command area of 
operations. 

Following their arrival aboard the Big E, Ferguson and 
Benning were greeted by Rear Adm. Walter E. Carter, 
commander, Enterprise Carrier Strike Group and Capt. 
William C. Hamilton, Jr., Enterprise's commanding officer, 
before embarking on a tour of the ship. 

During his visit aboard the Navy's first nuclear-powered 
aircraft carrier, Ferguson stressed the importance of the 
Enterprise Carrier Strike Group's (ECSG) role in ensuring that 
the sea lanes remain open to trade and commerce in the U.S. 
5th Fleet area of responsibility (AOR). 

"The security of our nation depends on freedom of the 
seas - particularly at the maritime crossroads," said Ferguson. 
"For this reason, the Central Command area of operations 
remains vital. Your presence here demonstrates our continued 
commitment to regional partners and allies, provides needed 
capability and is in direct support of our new defense 
strategy." 

Benning also stressed the importance of Enterprise's role 
in the area and underlined the importance of warfighting. 

"Warfighting is our first priority," said Benning. "Our 
Sailors need to remain ready through great training and 
operating in the environment in which we fight when 
necessary, but protect through our always important presence. 
There is no substitute for the force multiplier that is a proven 
deckplate-leading Sailor at sea." 

While aboard the Big E, Ferguson and Benning took the 
opportunity to engage with thousands of Enterprise Sailors 
and Marines. 

During the visit, Ferguson and Benning conducted 
question and answer sessions with several of Enterprise's 
departments including Reactor, Engineering, Weapons, 
Supply, Aviation Intermediate Maintenance, Operations, Deck 
and Enterprise's embarked air wing, Carrier Air Wing 1. 

During many of these sessions, Ferguson stressed the 
critical nature of what Sailors do on a daily basis; and how the 
importance of their efforts cannot be overstated. 

"The demonstrated flexibility and professionalism that 
has long been the hallmark of U.S. Naval forces is on display 
everyday throughout the Enterprise Carrier Strike Group as 
you carryout the chief of naval operations tenets of 
'warfighting first, operate forward and be ready,'" said 
Ferguson. 

Enterprise is currently deployed to the U.S. 5th Fleet 
AOR conducting maritime security operations, theater security 
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operation efforts and support missions as a part of Operation Enduring Freedom. 
Return to Index 
 
 

AASSIIAA  ––  PPAACCIIFFIICC::  
5. Tokyo Faces Fresh Tensions Over Disputed Territories 
Island Territories Off Nation's Coast Are Challenged Anew by South Korea, Russia and China 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 15 AUG 12) ... Evan Ramstad and Alexander Martin 

Tokyo is facing escalating tensions on three fronts, as 
South Korea, Russia and China make fresh challenges to 
claims over island territories off the shores of Japan. 

On Tuesday, South Korean President Lee Myung-bak, 
speaking on the eve of Seoul's celebration of liberation from 
Japan at the end of World War II, criticized Japanese handling 
of the countries' historic and territorial grievances, tying it to 
Japan's imperial past. In a speech Wednesday, Mr. Lee again 
urged Tokyo to resolve some of the controversies that still 
linger from the colonial era but didn't mention specific 
territorial disputes. 

Japan recalled its ambassador to South Korea on Friday 
and suggested it might ask the International Court of Justice to 
settle the possession dispute after Mr. Lee made a visit Friday 
to a set of South Korea-controlled islets that Japan also claims. 
The islets, called Liancourt Rocks by the U.S. and other 
countries, are named Dokdo in South Korea and Takeshima in 
Japan. 

In another sign of the fractiousness of the moment, Japan 
on Tuesday asked South Korea to delay a meeting between the 
countries' finance ministers that was set for next week. "Japan 
didn't cite the issue of Dokdo as a reason for delaying the 
meeting," a spokesman in South Korea's finance ministry said. 
No new date had been suggested. 

That came as a group of South Korean students led by 
singer Kim Jang-hoon and other performers on Monday began 
a relay swim toward Liancourt Rocks with a plan to arrive on 
Wednesday and give a concert, according to Yonhap News 
Agency of South Korea. 

Also on Tuesday, the Japanese prime minister's office 
said it has set up a crisis-control management center to deal 
with the issue of Hong Kong activists traveling by boat to 
another disputed territory—the Japan-controlled islands 
known as Senkaku in Japan, Diaoyu in China and Tiaoyutai in 
Taiwan. The group, which is protesting Japan's claim of 
sovereignty over the islands, is expected to arrive as soon as 
Wednesday. 

But an official of Japan's Coast Guard said a tropical 
storm was likely to reach Taiwan by Wednesday and could 
derail the activists' plans. The official said the coast guard is 
unaware of any activist ships in the vicinity of the islands at 
the moment. The official said the coast guard is unaware of 
any activist ships in the vicinity of the islands at the moment. 

Adding to tensions in Japan, the Russian navy said 
Tuesday it would send two vessels to the disputed Russian-
controlled islands known as the Southern Kurils in Russia and 
the Northern Territories in Japan sometime between Aug. 25 
and Sept. 17 to honor Soviet soldiers who died there at the end 
of World War II, Russia's Interfax news agency reported. 

Japan has protested Russia's travel to the islands in the 
past. In late 2010, then-Russian President Dmitry Medvedev 
visited the island closest to the Japanese mainland, sparking a 
protest. 

In South Korea, presidents traditionally use their 
Liberation Day speech to discuss issues from Japan's 35-year 
occupation of the Korean peninsula. Japan is one of South 
Korea's closest allies and trading partners, but anger in South 
Korea about the colonial era persists. The inability of the two 
countries to settle some of the historical disagreements is 
complicating efforts to move forward on new initiatives, Mr. 
Lee's aides say. 

Since Friday, the aides have taken to local media to 
express their view that the islets' possession isn't in question 
and that Japan shouldn't be upset by his visit to South Korea's 
sovereign territory, the first ever by a Korean president. In 
response to a question by a teacher at an event on school 
violence, Mr. Lee praised Japan as the world's second-greatest 
technological and economic power, and then said, "But Japan 
does not understand the position of a victim and an assailant." 

He noted he has been invited to make state visits to 
several of South Korea's allies but not to Japan."I will go if I 
can speak freely at Japan's Diet," he said of the national 
legislature. "If the Japanese emperor would want to visit 
Korea, it would be good if he pays tribute and sincerely 
apologizes to those who died in fighting for liberation," he 
said. 

By invoking Japan's emperor in the discussion, Mr. Lee 
may have complicated his aides' efforts to lower the 
temperature between the two countries. Tensions flared in 
June when South Korea scrapped a deal for sharing and 
protecting confidential military information with Japan after 
public criticism about closer ties with Korea's former 
colonizer. No visit by Japan's emperor to South Korea has 
been discussed, officials in both countries said. "We don't 
know how to interpret Mr. Lee's statement," a spokesman at 
Japan's foreign ministry said. 

View Clip (RT: 5:19) 
Return to Index 
 

6. Japan Mulls No S. Korea Summit Amid Island Row: Report 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 14 AUG 12) ... Kyoko Hasegawa 

TOKYO - Japan and South Korea may not hold an 
expected summit on the sidelines of the annual APEC 
gathering in Russia next month as Tokyo mulls its response in 
an escalating territorial dispute with Seoul. 

Japan's prime minister would usually meet key regional 
players for face-to-face talks at the Asia-Pacific Economic 
Cooperation summit, to be held in Vladivostok in eastern 
Russia. 
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But Tokyo is scrabbling to find a suitable response to a 
visit last week by South Korean President Lee Myung-Bak to 
islands known in Japan as Takeshima and in Korean as 
Dokdo, which are claimed by both sides. 

Japan's conservative Sankei Shimbun daily said Japan 
was considering suspending summits with South Korea "for 
the time being,” including on the occasion of the APEC 
summit and an expected visit by the Japanese premier to South 
Korea as part of "shuttle diplomacy.” 

The foreign ministry official in charge of issues on the 
Korean peninsula told AFP the issue of a leaders' meeting was 
still under discussion. 

"If we didn't set a bilateral summit with South Korea on 
the sidelines of APEC, it doesn't mean a 'cancellation' because 
it was never officially planned," he said. 

However, he added: "There is an opinion (in the 
government) that Japan should tell President Lee our opinion 
face-to-face, so I don't know if a summit will take place at this 
point or not." 

Japan usually holds bilateral talks with key players on the 
sidelines of APEC including South Korea, but they are not 
usually announced until just before the meetings. 

Lee said Monday his unprecedented visit to the islands 
was intended to press Tokyo to settle grievances left over from 
its colonial rule. 

The visit Friday to the Seoul-controlled islands in the Sea 
of Japan (East Sea) infuriated Japan, which recalled its 
ambassador from Seoul. 

It was the first trip by a South Korean president to the 
largely uninhabited volcanic outcrops. 

Japanese Prime Minister Yoshihiko Noda called the visit 
"extremely deplorable,” while Foreign Minister Koichiro 
Gemba told reporters Tokyo could ask the International Court 
of Justice to settle the row over ownership. 

Japan has been working to improve ties with South Korea 
and had previously seen Lee as a pragmatic politician who 
could talk about the future of the two countries without getting 
hung up on the bitter legacy of the past. 

But ties have taken a dramatic turn for the worse in recent 
months. 

In June, Lee's administration had been set to sign a 
landmark agreement to share sensitive information with Japan, 
in what would have been the first military accord between the 
two countries since 1945. 

But South Korea postponed the signing at the last minute, 
with both the ruling party and opposition parties concerned 
about public opposition. Presidential elections are due in 
December, although Lee cannot seek another term. 

In March, Lee urged Japan to settle long-running 
grievances over wartime sex slavery, saying time was running 
out to resolve the issue. 

Return to Index 
 

7. PACOM Works To Advance U.S.-India Strategic Partnership 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 14 AUG 12) ... Donna Miles 

CAMP SMITH, Hawaii – As U.S. Pacific Command 
strives to build stronger alliances and partnerships across the 
Asia-Pacific region, one of its big focuses is on taking the 
military-to-military relationship with India to the next level. 

The new defense strategic guidance announced in January 
resets U.S. priorities toward the region, specifically calling for 
investments in a long-term strategic partnership with India “to 
support its ability to service as a regional economic anchor 
and provider of security in the broader Indian Ocean region.” 

Navy Adm. Samuel J. Locklear III, who took command of 
PACOM in March, is using that guidance as his marching 
orders as he implements the expanded Asia-Pacific strategy. 

“We hope to partner with [India] to share the strategic 
landscape as it applies to how we apply security to the globe 
that allows prosperity and peace, freedom of movement and 
… prosperity in the world,” he told American Forces Press 
Service. 

India’s strategic location between West Asia and the 
Middle East, and its ascent across economic, military, 
diplomatic and informational fronts makes it an influential 
leader in the region, said Army Col. Michael Albaneze, 
director of Locklear’s India strategic focus group. 

The group of six military and civilian experts, one of 
three “mini think tanks” within the PACOM staff, advises 
Locklear and his senior staff on a broad range of issues that 
shape India’s strategic environment, and ways to advance the 
U.S.-India strategic partnership, Albaneze explained. 

It’s a partnership that’s been slow in forming, he 
conceded. For the past half-century, India has been a leader in 
the nonaligned movement, and it has an official policy of 
being “strategically autonomous.” 

That said, Albaneze recognized signs of India’s 
willingness to engage increasingly with the United States as it 
rises on the world stage. The two countries had their first 
strategic dialogue in 2010, with two more since then, the most 
recent in June. 

Without a long history of cooperation, Albaneze noted a 
“maturing process” that could, over time, evolve into a more 
typical relationship characterized by routine engagement 
across the board. “We are not quite there yet, but there is a lot 
of effort in trying to move in that direction,” he said, adding 
that the relationship is continuing to deepen. 

One high point is the exercise program. India partners 
with the United States in dozens of military exercises every 
year as it builds an increasingly strong military. Its navy is one 
of the world’s largest, and its army deploys routinely for 
peacekeeping operations, Albaneze noted. 

Most of the exercises tend to be at the component level. 
The annual Exercise Malabar involves the U.S. and Indian 
navies, with several international observers during its latest 
iteration, in April. The U.S. and Indian armies train together 
through Yudh Abhyas exercises, frequently weaving 
humanitarian assistance and disaster response scenarios into 
the engagements. 

The two countries’ air forces train together through Cope 
India exercises, and the Indian air force participated for the 
first time in the U.S.-sponsored Red Flag exercise in 2008. 
Although India has no marine corps, U.S. Marines train with 
an Indian army brigade that specializes in amphibious 
operations during Exercise Shatrujeet. 

“Those are just the major mil-mil engagements,” 
Albaneze said, noting a broad array of other military-to-
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military engagements and exchanges at U.S. and Indian 
military training centers and schoolhouses. 

Both the United States and India hope to increase the 
complexity of the exercise program over time, he said, and to 
elevate them into joint engagements that involve more than 
just one service. 

Defense Secretary Leon E. Panetta underscored during his 
visit to India in June, just ahead of the 2012 U.S.-India 
Strategic Dialogue, that a “close partnership with America will 
be key to meeting India's own stated aims of a modern and 
effective defense force.” 

“We have built a strong foundation,” the secretary said. 
“But for this relationship to truly provide security for this 
region and for the world, we will need to deepen our defense 
and security cooperation.” 

That, Panetta said, extends to closer collaboration in 
sharing defense technology and developing future systems. 
Despite India’s decision not to buy a U.S. advanced jet fighter, 
U.S. defense sales to India have grown to more than $8 billion 
with the potential to increase more. 

The secretary recognized legal restrictions that have 
hampered some sales, and vowed to work to eliminate as 
many hurdles as possible. 

“The United States is firmly committed to providing the 
best defense technology possible to India,” he told Indian 

leaders in Delhi, while recognizing India’s ambitions to 
advance its own defense industry. “We are both leaders in 
technology development and we can do incredible work 
together,” Panetta said. 

Deputy Defense Secretary Ashton B. Carter followed up 
that visit in July, encouraging India to move forward in 
engaging with the United States across the spectrum, from 
dialogue to exercises to defense trade and research 
cooperation. 

“We want to develop a joint vision for U.S.-India defense 
cooperation,” Carter said. “We want to knock down any 
remaining bureaucratic barriers in our defense relationship, 
and strip away the impediments. And we want to set big goals 
to achieve.” 

Recognizing the many mutual and converging interests 
the United States and India share, Albaneze said he’s hopeful 
about their future prospects. 

“I am an optimist on the relationship,” he said. “Every 
time there is a hiccup, I just think that it’s part of our getting to 
learn more and more about each other, and how we interact. 

“Sometimes it’s two steps forward and one step back,” 
Albaneze continued. “But at the end of the day, we still made 
a step forward -- and that is really what we are trying to do in 
the region.” 

Return to Index 
 
 

IINNFFRRAASSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  IINNSSTTAALLLLAATTIIOONNSS::  
8. U.S. Military Planning To Set Up Storage Depot In Phl 
(PHILIPPINE STAR 15 AUG 12) ... Jaime Laude 

MANILA, Philippines - The United States military is 
planning to set up a storage depot in the Philippine for their 
equipment and logistics from Afghanistan to support future 
disaster response or other contingency in the Asia-Pacific 
region, the U.S. military press service said. 

Aside from the Philippines, the leadership of the U.S. 
Pacific Command (USPACOM) is also considering storage 
facilities in Singapore, according to the report published by 
the U.S. Department of Defense. 

The U.S. is drawing down forces in Afghanistan in 
preparation for the withdrawal of foreign troops from Afghan 
bases. 

“As opposed to bringing it (logistics and materiel) home, 
putting it in central storage facilities, it might make more 
sense, when we do calculus, to forward move (materiel) to a 
place we could get access at very low-cost storage facilities,” 
said Brig. Gen. Mark McLeod, USPACOM director for 
logistics, engineering and security. 

He cited several locations, such as Singapore and the 
Philippines, that have low-cost warehouse space and good 
airfield and port access. 

He said even nations that are not comfortable with U.S. 
military presence in the region tend to be open to accepting 
pre-positioned equipment and supplies, typically tucked away 
in shipping containers and storage facilities, to support a 
humanitarian response. 

“We want to posture them somewhere in the theater that 
would allow us to react very quickly. We are looking for the 
opportunities to place those assets out there that will help us 
address the tyranny of distance,” McLeod added. 

He said that materials to be disassembled from 
expeditionary camps in the U.S. Central Command area of 
operations – tents, blankets and generators, among them – 
could be vital in a humanitarian crisis. 

Although no part of the world is immune to natural 
disasters, none experiences them in the number or severity as 
the Asia-Pacific Region, McLeod said. 

Located on the earthquake-prone “ring of fire,” the region 
also suffers from cyclones, tsunamis, flooding, wildfires and 
volcanic eruptions, he noted. 

“A preponderance of natural disasters happen in this 
theater, so the question is raised: How do you get enough 
assets out here to support all the things that happen?” McLeod 
said. 

USPACOM commander Adm. Samuel Locklear III said 
that he would seek more arrangements that put forces closer to 
where they might be needed in the event of a natural disaster 
or other crisis. 

The U.S. plan to preposition equipment and logistics to 
include those being used for humanitarian operations in the 
Philippines and Singapore came after the U.S. Marines, whose 
commandant was in the country last week, has started a six-
month rotational deployment in Australia. 

The U.S. Navy is also deploying its first littoral combat 
ship to serve on a 10-month rotation basis in Singapore before 
the end of the year. 

Meanwhile, the Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) 
said the USPACOM plan to relocate some of its logistic assets 
from Afghanistan to the country would further hasten and 
enhance the government’s disaster response capabilities. 
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“The logistics assets of the USPACOM will be of great 
help in complementing the efforts of the AFP in its 
humanitarian assistance and disaster response operations,” 
AFP spokesman Col. Arnulfo Burgos said. 

“As we have already established strong ties with the U.S. 
Armed Forces and other foreign military partners, exemplified 

mainly through the numerous bilateral exercises, training, and 
other undertakings such as the Balikatan, CARAT and Pacific 
Partnership, the pre-positioning plan will augment and support 
our efforts to improve and enhance further our interoperability 
and effectiveness in conducting humanitarian and disaster 
response operations,” he added. 

Return to Index 
 
 

AAIIRRSSEEAA  BBAATTTTLLEE::  
9. The Next War 
(GOVERNMENT EXECUTIVE 14 AUG 12) ... Sydney J. Freedberg Jr. 

The war in Afghanistan is not over yet, but back in 
Washington the battle has already started over what the next 
war will be. On one side stands the Army, struggling to 
reorient itself to a wider world after a decade of all-consuming 
counterinsurgency in Afghanistan and Iraq. On the other stand 
the Air Force and Navy, tired of playing supporting roles and 
looking to future conflicts in the Pacific. The Marine Corps, 
meanwhile, straddles both camps. 

Much of this conflict is fueled by perennial service 
rivalries over funding, whose flames are now fanned high by 
the prospect of at least half a trillion dollars in cuts coming 
over the next decade. But there are deep divisions in 
institutional outlook and serious professional differences 
among senior leaders as well. 

In this war over the next war, the Air Force and Navy 
have stolen an intellectual march over the Army with their 
joint AirSea Battle concept. It is a vision of future conflict 
well-matched to America’s exhaustion with ground wars, its 
preference for high-tech, long-range engagements and its 
growing anxiety over the rise of China. AirSea Battle’s 
presumed opponent is a well-funded and technologically 
sophisticated nation state—like China or, on a smaller scale, 
Iran—that seeks to dominate its region. To keep out any U.S. 
intervention forces, such regional powers are creating what 
military officials awkwardly call an “anti-access/area denial” 
system: a layered defense of long-range cruise and ballistic 
missiles to attack American ships and bases; anti-aircraft 
missiles to shoot down U.S. planes; and shorter-range 
weapons ranging from fast attack boats and diesel submarines 
to naval mines and roadside bombs. 

“The price of projecting power is going up,” says Andrew 
Krepinevich, president of the Center for Strategic and 
Budgetary Assessments, who is the leading civilian exponent 
of AirSea Battle. 

To pry apart these defenses, the Air Force and Navy hint 
at secretive electronic and cyberattack capabilities that will 
open the way for long-range precision strikes from drones, 
stealth aircraft, surface ships and submarines. In this scenario, 
the Army plays mainly on the margins, providing land-based 
missile defense and perhaps seizing strategic locations 
alongside the Marines. 

AirSea Battle and the anti-access/area denial threat have 
come to dominate the debate, with the Army still struggling to 
respond. The ground force has no grand concept yet to carry 
its banner in the interservice battle over missions, roles and 
funding. The Obama administration’s strategic guidance, 
issued in January, explicitly swears off the kind of “large-
scale, prolonged stability operations” that the Army and 
Marines spent the last decade learning, slowly and bloodily, 

how to do. Now the Army in particular is wrestling with how 
to institutionalize its hard-won counterinsurgency skills and 
justify its relevance in the coming post-Afghanistan world 
while at the same time rebuilding long-neglected capabilities 
for conventional war. 

The emerging attempt to reconcile counterinsurgency and 
conventional combat is an idea—not yet a formal doctrine—
called “hybrid war.” While AirSea Battle focuses on hostile 
nation states, the hybrid model predicts ugly alliances of 
states, guerrillas and criminal groups through which irregular 
forces will acquire sophisticated weapons once exclusive to 
conventional armies (hence the term “hybrid”). The 
paradigmatic case is how Hezbollah bloodied the vaunted 
Israelis in 2006, when the Lebanese militia best known for 
suicide bombs instead made skillful use of long-range rockets, 
anti-tank missiles and even anti-ship cruise missiles, all 
believed to be provided by Iran. 

The United States has plenty of painful experience against 
guerrillas armed with short-range weapons like AK-47 rifles 
and rocket-propelled grenades, but an arsenal such as 
Hezbollah’s is deadly at much greater distances, said David 
Johnson, one of the leading hybrid-warfare theorists, in an 
interview shortly before being named director of Army Chief 
of Staff Gen. Ray Odierno’s Strategic Studies Group in May: 
“It’s no longer a 500-meter problem, it’s a 5-kilometer 
problem.” 

Army leaders from Odierno on down increasingly invoke 
the hybrid buzzword. For today’s Army, the hybrid threat hits 
an institutional sweet spot. It would require the Army to come 
up with its own opposing hybrid of its traditional blitzkrieg 
capabilities—heavy tanks, massed artillery, large-scale 
maneuver—and its new counterinsurgency skills—languages, 
cultural knowledge, human intelligence—to root out 
adversaries who are far better armed than the Taliban but still 
take cover among sympathetic civilians. 

The Army is still thrashing out its concepts for hybrid war 
even as it fights for a greater role in AirSea Battle. As 
different as they are, the two visions of future conflict could 
complement each other instead of simply contradict. They 
address, respectively, the long- and short-range manifestations 
of the same problem: the proliferation of smart weapons—
once a U.S. monopoly—to a widening range of ever more 
sophisticated foes. Air Force and Navy AirSea Battle tactics 
can break down an enemy’s long-range defenses so the Army 
and Marines can close in to root out the hybrid adversary on 
the ground. 

Perhaps the most fertile soil for defense investment in the 
lean years to come are those systems essential for both hybrid 
war and AirSea Battle. Both concepts depend on missile 
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defenses against the global proliferation of long-range threats, 
ranging from China’s sophisticated ship-seeking ballistic 
missiles to North Korea’s souped-up Scuds to Hezbollah’s 
crude Katyusha rockets. Both concepts call for an array of 
sensors and unmanned systems to detect enemies before they 
can kill U.S. troops. Above all, both AirSea Battle and hybrid 
warfare— and, even more so, any overarching concept 
combining both—require communications networks to link 
the separate services, from foot soldier to warship to satellite, 
into a coherent whole. Those networks, in turn, require 
sophisticated cyber and electronic warfare capabilities to 
defend them from attack. 

Those are the areas of common ground. But even the most 
sophisticated electronic system requires some kind of 
platform—a ship, a plane, a tank, a drone, a satellite—to carry 
it. Those platforms still dominate military budgets and drive 
the interservice fight. In the long run lives are at stake, as well 
as dollars. Given the years it takes to develop weapons and the 
decades the successful ones remain in service, today’s budget 
battles will determine what U.S. troops use in real battles for a 
long time to come. 

Air Power: The F-35 Problem 
As powerful as the idea has proved, AirSea Battle poses 

one big problem for its Air Force and Navy sponsors: The two 
services’ largest program, the Joint Strike Fighter, doesn’t 
actually fit the concept very well. The Air Force, Navy and 
Marines are committed to buying 2,457 F-35 Joint Strike 
Fighters, also known as Lightning IIs, for an estimated $395.7 
billion. It’s the Pentagon’s top procurement program, with 
correspondingly big problems, making it an epic challenge for 
program manager Vice Adm. David Venlet to keep on track. 

In the even bigger picture, however, the question is the 
plane’s place in future wars. The F-35 is intended as the radar-
evading replacement for a host of nonstealthy fighters. The F-
35’s stealth could well be critical in penetrating the anti-
access/area denial defenses that are the target of AirSea Battle, 
although skeptics, especially in the Navy, have doubts that 
stealth will still work against ever improving sensors. What’s 
more, given AirSea Battle’s emphasis on long-range strikes, 
especially over the vast distances of the Pacific, the military is 
arguably over-investing in relatively short-range fighters and 
shortchanging long-range bombers —something Krepinevich 
and his colleagues have repeatedly pointed out. 

The F-35 has a combat mission radius —the maximum 
distance at which it can strike a target and return without 
refueling—of about 600 nautical miles (not quite 700 statute 
miles). While the aircraft itself is a small, stealthy, agile target, 
the platforms from which it must refuels are not: Air Force 
tankers, aircraft carriers and air bases. As adversaries acquire 
ever longer-range and more accurate missiles, they can make 
it increasingly dangerous to refuel short-range fighters within 
700 miles of their final target. 

To penetrate defended airspace without depending on 
vulnerable bases or tankers, the Air Force has only recently 
begun investing in a new long-range bomber, optimistically 
expected to enter service in the 2020s. Its current bomber fleet 
is not up to cracking a sophisticated anti-access defense. The 
venerable B-52 is so slow and unstealthy that it suffered heavy 
losses over North Vietnam 40 years ago. The B-1 is 
supersonic but not stealthy. The B-2 is stealthy but not 
supersonic, and there are only 20 of them. 

After much uncertainty, the Air Force has put real money 
into a Next- Generation Bomber program. “It’s about $5 
billion in the next few years, which is enough to design the 
landing gear, but it’s a commitment to get going,” said 
aviation industry analyst Richard Aboulafia, tongue only 
partially in cheek. “I think it’s got some traction at this point.” 
Total cost is estimated at about $55 billion, most of which the 
Air Force will have to find at the same time it’s funding full-
rate production of the F-35. Even if the current budget climate 
improves, the service may face hard choices about which 
program best fits the AirSea Battle concept. 

Sea Power: Big Ships, Little Ships and Gators 
In the air, the short-range Joint Strike Fighter is a 

distinctly imperfect fit for the long-range warfare envisioned 
by AirSea Battle. On the seas, the Navy faces a similar square-
peg, round-hole problem with the vessel it plans to buy more 
of than any other—the Littoral Combat Ship. “These are not 
large surface combatants that are going to sail into the South 
China Sea and challenge the Chinese military; that’s not what 
they’re made for,” Adm. Jonathan Greenert, chief of naval 
operations, said at a Government Executive event in April. 
“You won’t send it into an anti-access area” by itself. 

Greenert’s candor triggered a cascade of other Navy 
leaders insisting that LCS was, indeed, a warship. The service 
has committed to buying 55 Littoral Combat Ships at an 
estimated cost of $37 billion, and the program already was 
under fire for cost overruns, schedule slips and construction 
defects on the first two vessels. 

LCS will play a vital role in the future fleet, but a 
supporting one. Smaller, cheaper and significantly less 
damage-resistant than the standard Arleigh Burke-class 
destroyer, Littoral Combat Ships will carry interchangeable 
weapons and technology packages that service leaders can use 
to configure the ships for specific missions—to hunt 
submarines, clear mines and shoot up swarms of fast attack 
boats, all considered major anti-access threats. But there are 
no plans to kit out LCS for the long-range strikes at the core of 
AirSea Battle, a role reserved for the more robust destroyers 
and the giant aircraft carriers. Indeed, the most survivable 
strike platform in the face of long-range anti-ship missiles is 
not a surface ship at all, but a submarine, which the Navy buys 
at a steady rate of two a year, more than any class of vessel 
except the LCS itself. But submarines can’t shoot down 
incoming missiles. So if Littoral Combat Ships go in to hunt 
subs and clear mines close to the coast of a well-armed enemy, 
they will need destroyers to escort them. 

Indeed, one of LCS’ attractions for the Navy is these 
cheaper ships will free up destroyers for the Pacific by 
replacing them in the less demanding theaters of Latin 
America and Africa, where the threat is drug runners and 
pirates, not nation states. Anti-access is a high-end threat that 
is important to prepare for, as were the Soviets during the 
Cold War. But the Navy spends most of its time in much less 
dangerous waters: It shows the flag, exercises with friendly 
nations, assists disaster victims and intimidates Third World 
despots with gunboat diplomacy. AirSea Battle it ain’t, but 
these are important missions for which the LCS is well-suited. 

Those are also the main missions of the Gator Navy, the 
Navy’s 35 amphibious warfare ships of various sizes and their 
associated landing craft, which carry the Marines ashore. After 
years of operating from fixed bases far inland in Afghanistan 
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and Iraq, the Marines are eagerly returning to their roots as a 
ship-borne rapid intervention force. 

The Army also wants to prove its ability to act in 
countries where the United States does not already have an 
elaborate infrastructure built up. The Army War College’s 
annual wargame in May showed new interest in amphibious 
operations alongside the Marines, in the Army’s long-disused 
airborne capabilities and in the general logistical challenge of 
supporting U.S. forces in austere locations. 

One problem: The sheer weight of armor U.S. ground 
forces have accumulated since Sept. 11 makes them physically 
harder to deploy. Every vehicle from the humble Humvee to 
the massive M1 Abrams tank has been uparmored against the 
threat of roadside bombs. 

Ground Forces: The Uparmor Dilemma 
It is the ground forces that have changed the most since 

Sept. 11, suffered the most and grown the most. As budgets 
tighten and troops come home, they must change again—and 
shrink. Already the Marines are slated to cut 20,000 personnel, 
the Army 80,000. But their procurement programs are under 
stress as well. 

The Army has no program to rival the Joint Strike Fighter 
for size or for political momentum. Ever since 9/11, even as 
money poured into the ground forces, Army modernization 
programs were being canceled: The Crusader artillery vehicle, 
the Comanche and Armed Reconnaissance helicopters, and 
above all the Future Combat Systems, an overly ambitious 
attempt to build a highly deployable brigade of high-tech, 
lightweight tanks. The Marines, meanwhile, lost their 
Expeditionary Fighting Vehicle, a kind of amphibious tank. 
The closest thing the Army has to a flagship procurement 
program today is the Ground Combat Vehicle, a heavily 
armed and armored troop carrier, but it will not enter 
production until 2017 if that too isn’t canceled. 

Instead of fielding new vehicles with new technology, 
service leaders installed more armor on the vehicles they 
already have and buy off-the-shelf stopgaps to create MRAPs, 
mine-resistant ambush-protected trucks. But even the lightest, 
most mobile MRAP variant, the M-ATV (MRAP all-terrain 
vehicle), weighs in at more than 12 tons, more than twice an 
uparmored Humvee. Other, heavier MRAPs can hardly 
operate off-road: problematic but tolerable in highly urbanized 
Iraq, painfully limiting in rugged Afghanistan, and potentially 
crippling for future rapid-intervention missions around the 
world. 

Now the Army and Marine Corps want a truck that’s 
much more maneuverable cross-country than an MRAP, yet 
much less vulnerable than the old Humvee. But their proposed 
solution, the Joint Light Tactical Vehicle program, faced 
cancellation threats in Congress and already has been rebooted 
to control its rising costs. The Army likewise revamped its 
Ground Combat Vehicle after initial proposals came in at 50 
to 70 tons, startlingly heavy even for what is essentially a tank. 

The basic problem is it is always easier to add more 
explosives to a roadside bomb than it is to add more armor to a 
vehicle. Krepinevich argues this is a losing battle the United 
States shouldn’t even fight. “In the absence of a major 
breakthrough in vehicle defense technologies, spending large 
sums on new systems seems ill-advised,” he said at a March 
event, “and we couldn’t identify a prospective breakthrough.” 

Holding off on big investments until new technologies 
arise is a politically attractive argument in tight budget times. 
And if long-range AirSea Battles waged by missiles, ships and 
planes are the face of the future, then ground force equipment 
is a low priority. But if the world is really headed into hybrid 
wars, then armored vehicles of all kinds are essential and the 
current fleet is hardly adequate. That is the enormously 
expensive question policy- makers have yet to answer. 
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MMIIDDEEAASSTT::  
10. Ex-Syria PM Urges Defection 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 15 AUG 12) ... Sam Dagher 

BEIRUT—Syria's newly defected prime minister was 
helpless to stop the regime's bloody crackdown against its 
opponents, he said, urging other military and civilian officials 
to leave their posts to save the country and its institutions from 
collapse. 

President Bashar al-Assad's regime is losing control over 
most of Syria, the former minister, Riad Hijab, said in his first 
public remarks since he defected earlier this month. "The 
regime is falling apart morally, financially and economically, 
and cracking militarily," he said. 

Mr. Hijab's assessment dovetails with those of other 
recent high-level defectors, largely former military brass, who 
for months have said that Mr. Assad's regime is fragile and 
that his inner circle is closing ranks, leaving those in the 
broader government and military institutions demoralized but 
also fearful of crossing those close to the president. 

Also on Tuesday, U.S. officials said they saw Iran 
expanding its support for Mr. Assad, in part by helping 
organize a militia in Syria to fight on behalf of the Assad 
government. "We are seeing a growing presence by Iran, and 

that is of deep concern to us," Defense Secretary Leon Panetta 
told reporters. 

Part of this assessment is based on the U.S. officials' 
belief that several of the 48 Iranian bus passengers captured by 
Syrian rebels this month were members of the Iranian 
Revolutionary Guard Corps. The Iranians were sent to Syria to 
train government forces and possibly conduct covert missions 
to aid the embattled Damascus regime, these officials said. 
Iranian and Syrian officials have denied the captives were 
government operatives, with Iran saying they were religious 
pilgrims. 

Gen. Martin Dempsey, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff, added that the Syrian army had been overtaxed after 18 
months of fighting. 

"They are having resupply problems; they are having 
morale problems; they are having the kind of wear and tear 
that would come of being in a fight for as long as they have," 
Gen. Dempsey said. "And I actually think that's why Iran is 
stepping in to form this militia, to take some of the pressure 
off of the Syrian military." 
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Mr. Hijab, a career government and ruling party 
functionary from the eastern province of Deir el-Zour on the 
Iraqi border, was Syria's agriculture minister when President 
Assad appointed him prime minister in June, a time when 
government forces had already conducted brutal operations 
against Homs and other populated areas. His job was largely 
administrative and had no involvement in military, security 
and intelligence matters. 

But Mr. Hijab's characterization of his own powerlessness 
would suggest that Mr. Assad is continuing to close ranks, 
leaning on a few key political and security aides while leaving 
a largely ceremonial government. 

"God only knows my suffering, and the agony of my soul, 
when I watched and heard the shelling of Homs, Deraa, Idlib, 
Hama, Deir el-Zour, Aleppo, Damascus and the other cities, 
and not being able to do something to shield them from the 
killing and injustice," he said, appearing rigid and occasionally 
hesitant as he read a 15-minute statement in Jordan's capital, 
Amman. 

Like the majority of those opposed to the Assad regime, 
Mr. Hijab is a member of the country's Sunni majority. The 
regime's inner circle, by contrast, is dominated by Mr. Assad's 
Shiite-linked Alawite minority sect. 

While several top military officials have defected during 
the increasingly bloody 18-month Syrian uprising, Mr. Hijab 
represents one of the few top officials or diplomats to have 
broken ranks. Members of Syria's opposition and their foreign 
backers have said that an increase in such defections would 
serve as a catalyst for toppling Mr. Assad. 

Nawaf Fares, Syria's former ambassador to Iraq and the 
highest-ranking diplomat to defect, said last month the regime 
was on its "last legs." 

In his statement on Tuesday, Mr. Hijab appealed to the 
Syrian armed forces to follow earlier precedents in the region's 
Arab Spring uprisings. 

"I urge the army to follow the example of Egypt's and 
Tunisia's armies—take the side of the people," he said. Those 
armies' reversals triggered the collapse of their countries' 
regimes within weeks. 

The U.S. Treasury said Tuesday it was lifting sanctions 
imposed on the former official. David Cohen, the department's 
undersecretary for terrorism and financial intelligence, urged 
other Syrian officials "to take similarly courageous steps to 
reject the Assad regime and stand with the Syrian people." 

Meanwhile, some 70 antiregime Sunni Muslim clerics 
created an association that they said would seek to rein in 
human-rights abuses and revenge attacks by the rebels, 
according to a statement issued by the group following a two-
day meeting that ended Monday in Doha, the capital of Qatar. 

Several instances of summary executions and torture by 
the rebels have been documented by the media and rights 
groups in the northern city of Aleppo since fighting began 
there last month. 

Mr. Hijab's exit from Syria was a covert journey with 
armed rebels from Damascus to Deraa, 63 miles to the south, 
and through the border to neighboring Jordan, according to 
people familiar with the escape. 

Mr. Hijab left Syrian territory two days after a spokesman 
in Amman announced his defection, these people said. At the 
time of the statement, these people said, Mr. Hijab was in fact 
hunkered down in a safe house in Deraa, then under artillery 
attack. 

Asked the day after the announcement why Mr. Hijab had 
yet to make a public appearance, his spokesman, Mohammad 
al-Outri, said he was recovering from the "very difficult 
experience of defecting from government and the long journey 
out." 
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AAFFGGHHAANNIISSTTAANN::  
11. Leon Panetta: There's A War Going On 
(POLITICO 14 AUG 12) ... Stephanie Gaskell and Philip Ewing 

Neither Mitt Romney nor Paul Ryan mentioned the war in 
Afghanistan during their big running mate roll-out in Virginia 
Saturday. Barack Obama gives it only a brief mention in his 
own stump speeches. 

Leon Panetta seems to have had enough. 
"I realize that there are a lot of other things going on 

around this country that can draw our attention, from the 
Olympics, to political campaigns to droughts, to some of the 
tragedies we've seen in communities around the country," the 
defense secretary said at Tuesday's Pentagon press briefing. "I 
thought it was important to remind the American people that 
there is a war going on." 

Soldiers and their families need no reminder. There are 
84,000 U.S. troops in Afghanistan today, and the threat level 
for them is high: 41 were killed last month. 

But as the Brookings Institute’s Thomas Mann explains, 
“The public has tuned out Afghanistan and it is unlikely they 
can be re-engaged in the next three months. They have no 
conception of the myriad of issues facing policy makers and 

those on the ground in Afghanistan and are almost certain to 
remain uninformed, whatever the candidates might do or say.” 

What the candidates are saying: Not much. 
Romney and Ryan said nothing at all about national 

security, defense, terrorism or the war Saturday in Norfolk – 
despite having staged their event in front of a retired U.S. 
battleship. And in his own stump speeches, Obama mentions 
the war in Afghanistan only in passing – to remind voters that 
he ended combat operations in Iraq and is aiming to do the 
same there. 

For defense and veterans advocates, that’s not good 
enough. 

"From watching the campaign debate so far, it's hard to 
tell America is still a country at war,” said Paul Rieckhoff, 
executive directotr of the Iraq and Afghanistan Veterans of 
America. “Neither candidate nor party has focused enough on 
Afghanistan, or on the issues facing our troops, veterans and 
their families at home. Our men and women are fighting and 
dying overseas for our country and both candidates have a 
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responsibility to drive the national dialogue about issues of 
war and defense.” 

“They absolutely should be talking about it more,” said 
former Pennsylvania Democratic Rep. Patrick Murphy. “The 
military is at war and the country is not.” 

Given his own partisan leanings, Murphy argues that 
Romney and Ryan are obliged to spend more time discussing 
the war in Afghanistan because they both backed military 
responses in the wake of 9/11. And he says Obama could gain 
by talking about the war – or at least the war against terrorists 
more generally – because he gave the order to kill Osama bin 
Laden. 

Florida Republican Rep. Allen West, an Armed Services 
Committee member, also says that the campaigns to put more 
of a priority on the ongoing war. 

“The American people need to understand that our nation 
faces threats on multiple fronts,” he told POLITICO. 

But candidates say what voters want to hear, and poll 
after poll suggests that the voters aren’t interested in hearing 
much about the war in Afghanistan. 

A New York Times-CBS poll earlier this year found that 
nearly 70 percent of respondents wanted it to be over. But it’s 
not a big issue for them. When the Pew Research Center asked 
voters earlier this year to name the issues that would drive 
their vote in 2012, they put the economy and jobs at the top of 
the list. Defense, foreign policy and terrorism didn’t make the 
cut. 

“At best, foreign policy rates in the middle tier of issues,” 
said Carroll Doherty, associate director at Pew Research 
Center. 

Democratic political consultant Peter Fenn said that if 
foreign policy and national security were a bigger issue right 
now in the minds of the American people, Romney never 
would have picked Ryan, given his almost exclusive focus on 
domestic issues. 

“It would be untenable,” Fenn said. But, he said, “Iraq is 
in the rear view mirror now, and it’s [also] true with 

Afghanistan… Generally, Americans are tired of the foreign 
entanglement.” 

Whether or not it’s an issue on the campaign trail, 
Afghanistan will play a central role in American foreign 
affairs for at least another decade. Thousands of American 
troops will likely remain there long after 2014’s planned 
transfer of authority, and Afghanistan cannot afford to 
maintain the army and police force the United States and its 
international allies have helped build. That means Washington 
could send some $4 billion per year to Kabul for the next 
decade, all the while pressing other international contributors 
to kick in their share, too. 

Still, after 11 years, more than $400 billion and more than 
2,000 troops’ lives, the American people want to focus on 
issues at home. 

But there’s another reason the candidates don’t talk about 
the war much: It doesn’t give them a chance to draw sharp 
lines between them. 

Romney largely agrees with Obama’s plan to bring the 
troops home from Afghanistan, but he has criticized the 
president for applying timetables and setting deadlines for the 
withdrawal. If elected, Romney has promised to “review” the 
state of the war and potentially reevaluate the 2014 transition 
goal, “based on conditions on the ground as assessed by our 
military commanders,” according to his platform. 

As of Tuesday, Panetta said the U.S. withdrawal was 
continuing apace, on track for the number of American forces 
in Afghanistan to stabilize at about 68,000 by the end of 
September. Those remaining troops will continue to have “a 
very tough fight against a determined enemy,” he said. 

“I just want the American people to take the time and 
reflect on these sacrifices,” the defense secretary said. “At a 
time when I am sure there is an awful lot to be mad about, 
there’s a lot to be proud of when it comes to our men and 
women in uniform.” 
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PPIIRRAACCYY::  
12. War On Somali Pirates: Big Business And Growing 
(NATIONAL DEFENSE 14 AUG 12) ... Sandra I. Erwin 

Ship hijackings by Somali pirates have slowed down 
considerably so far this year, but they will bounce back, says a 
retired Navy rear admiral who commanded an anti-piracy 
multinational alliance known as Combined Task Force 151. 

The increased security aboard ships and steady patrolling 
by navies has made merchant ship travel in the Gulf of Aden 
and off the eastern coast of Somalia safer than it was two or 
three years ago, says Terry McKnight, who led Combined 
Task Force 151 when it was first created in 2009. 

McKnight predicts Somali activity will tick back up after 
the end of monsoon season, but he doubts that pirates will be 
as successful as they were in 2009 and 2010. “Those were the 
worst years,” says McKnight, whose upcoming book, “Pirate 
Alley: Commanding Task Force 151 Off Somalia,” offers a 
peek into the shadowy world of the war on piracy. 

Co-authored with journalist Michael Hirsh, Pirate Alley is 
scheduled for release in October by the U.S. Naval Institute 
Press. 

If anything comes across loud and clear from McKnight’s 
insider’s account is that fighting piracy is a growth industry. 
Shippers are now spending billions of dollars a year on private 
armed guards and escort vessels. The surge in security 
spending paralleled the rise in ransom payments to pirates — 
from hundreds of thousands of dollars in 2007 to an average 
approaching $5 million in 2011. 

McKnight and Hirsh estimate that at least 196 companies 
advertise private armed security services for ships passing 
through the high-risk waters off Somalia. “The number seems 
to be rising monthly,” they note. 

For security contractors, McKnight tells National 
Defense, “It’s a very profitable business.” Analysts have 
calculated that piracy costs the global economy as much as 
$13 billion a year. 

Because most shippers can’t afford top-of-the-line 
security, the counterpiracy business has been turned into a 
caste-like system of haves and have-nots. The richer 
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companies hire former Navy SEALs while others shop for 
bargains. 

Maersk, the world’s largest shipper with more than 1,300 
vessels, is known as the Tiffany of shipping companies, 
McKnight and Hirsh write. “They only hire security 
companies that employ former U.S. Navy SEALs. They can 
afford a $50,000 per transit fee.” 

Stephen Carmel, senior vice president of Maersk Line 
Ltd. — the company’s American division — offers an 
unexpected take on the economic impact of the war on piracy. 
He reveals in the book that the company is “less concerned 
about the economic impact of piracy than it is about any of a 
dozen regulations imposed by international and U.S. 
government agencies, including Congress.” 

Pirate Alley, by the way, provides a detailed account of 
SEAL Team 6’s takedown of the pirates who kidnapped Capt. 
Richard Phillips of the Maersk Alabama. 

McKnight believes that the cost of private security and 
insurance are taking a toll on the shipping industry. On the 
winning side of the financial equation are both security 
contractors and insurance companies. “Lloyd’s has made 
billions of dollars raising insurance rates,” McKnight says. 

“It’s very expensive for the industry,” he says. “The 
shipping industry is avoiding the waters off Somalia and they 
are routing their ships, hugging the coast of India.” The 
rerouting means higher fuel costs, but shippers feel safer the 
closer they are to the Indian coast, says McKnight, because the 
Indian Navy has proactively combated pirates. “They’ll go 
after them,” he says. When he led Task Force 151, the U.S. 
Navy fought pirates, but not like Indians do. “We didn’t have 
the rules of engagement to go after them. The Indian Navy 
will not tolerate them.” 

McKnight wishes the U.S. Navy committed more 
resources to counterpiracy, although he recognizes that 
fighting pirates is not widely accepted as a legitimate Navy 
mission. 

“Some will question if this is in fact a national security 
matter for the United States,” he writes. With private armed 
security teams on most merchant ships transiting the Gulf of 
Aden, the number of hijackings is down and navies might 
argue that they can reduce their presence in the region, he 

says. But he contends that would be a mistake. “With more 
than 90 percent of the goods that fill the shelves of your local 
Wal-Mart and 50 percent of the globe’s petroleum passing the 
high-risk area, how could it not be a national security issue?” 

McKnight worries that if navies pull back and shippers 
cut back on armed crews to save money, pirates will see an 
opening and take advantage of it. 

Security alone, however, is not an effective long-term 
strategy to put Somali pirates out of business, says McKnight. 
The ransom money is too big a prize for pirates to be deterred, 
he adds. He goes as far as advocating that the U.S. 
government ban ransom payments. 

“As long as U.S. dollars flow freely to pay ransom, piracy 
will not end,” McKnight writes. “There is too much ocean for 
our navies to protect and even the most rigorous justice system 
will not stop more buccaneers from heading to sea. There will 
be tremendous pressure from industry but the U.S. 
government must take all necessary measures to pass 
legislation and work with the United Nations to stop U.S. 
dollars from padding the pockets of the Somali pirates.” 

McKnight says his suggestion to make ransom payments 
with U.S. dollars illegal is controversial, but should be 
considered as part of a broader game plan. 

Shippers, security firms and insurance underwriters, 
meanwhile, continue to speculate on when the pirates’ next 
offensive might come. 

“The surprising drop in Somali pirate activity is spurring 
a debate on the reasons behind it and the impact of the 
international efforts to counter pirate attacks,” says Roger L. 
Phillips, an international criminal law practitioner, in an article 
in Piracy-Law.com. Other factors, he contends, are the 
strengthening of law enforcement and prosecution against 
piracy financiers and kingpins. The most significant deterrent, 
Phillips states, has been an increase in the use of private armed 
guards and government-provided vessels. 

The International Maritime Bureau reports that pirate 
attacks off the coast of Somalia continued to fall sharply in the 
first half of 2012, says Piracy-Law. “As of 29 July 2012, 
Somali pirates are still holding at least 11 vessels and 174 
crew members.” 
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13. Dutch Navy Frees Somalis Held By Pirates: NATO 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 14 AUG 12) 

BRUSSELS -- Dutch sailors taking part in NATO's 
pirate-busting operation Ocean Shield helped rescue the crew 
of a Somali dhow hijacked by pirates in the Gulf of Aden, 
NATO said Tuesday. 

In the operation early Monday, a Dutch navy transport 
vessel "disrupted a suspected pirate group before they could 
launch an attack on a merchant ship" from the hijacked dhow, 
NATO said in a statement. 

Several suspects were arrested and the crew of the dhow 
is safe and sound, NATO said without elaborating. 

The hijacked dhow had been in the sights of various 
vessels taking part in Ocean Shield including the Dutch 
transport vessel. The operation was led jointly with a unit from 

the European Union Naval Force's operation Atalanta, the 
statement said. 

After a spike at the start of the last decade, successful 
pirate attacks on commercial vessels off the Horn of Africa 
have diminished. 

Twenty-eight attacks were recorded in the first half of 
2011, three in the second half and five since January, 
according to Atalanta statistics. 

Pirates currently control seven ships with some 213 crew 
members aboard, compared with 20 ships and 550 sailors a 
year ago. 

More than 1,000 pirates are awaiting trial or have been 
sentenced in 20 countries. 

Return to Index 
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14. Bangladesh Launches Operation Against Pirates 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 14 AUG 12) 

DHAKA — Bangladesh has launched a joint air and 
naval operation against pirates in the Bay of Bengal in an 
effort to rescue 50 fishermen kidnapped at the weekend, a 
coast guard officer said on Tuesday. 

The fishermen were captured on Sunday by Bangladeshi 
pirates as they were fishing in the Bay close to the 
Sundarbans, the world's largest mangrove forest, Lieutenant 
Commander Shafiqul Alam told AFP. 

"At least four ships from the Bangladesh Navy, two 
helicopters from the Bangladesh Air Force and our high-speed 
boats are taking part in the operations in the Sundarbans and 
its surrounding area in the Bay," Alam said. 

The pirates have contacted the owners of the fishermen's 
boats and demanded a ransom, with the fishermen believed to 
have been taken deep inside the forest. 

"The navy ships have cordoned off the potential area 
while navy and coast guard officers are scouring the river 
channels inside the forest," Alam added. 

Kidnapping for ransom occurs occasionally along the 
country's estuaries where hundreds of thousands of fishermen 
catch hilsha, the most popular fish in Bangladesh and major 
parts of eastern India. 

Local police chief Monirul Ghias told AFP that 
combating piracy had become increasingly difficult as pirates 
were now armed with sophisticated weapons and boats and 
they use the forest as a haven to conduct raids on fishing 
boats. 

Alam said the joint drive by more than 300 officers was 
the largest ever undertaken by the authorities. 

"Our aim is not only rescuing the fishermen, but also 
flushing out pirates from the Sundarbans," he said, adding a 
number of pirate gangs had recently made the dense forest 
their hideout. 
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DDIISSAASSTTEERR  RREESSPPOONNSSEE::  
15. Checklist For Disaster First-Responders: Food, Blankets – And Wi-Fi 
An Irish-based aid agency has developed a wi-fi system for use immediately after a natural disaster, when 
communications can be near-impossible. The U.S. Navy is testing it this week. 
(CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR 14 AUG 12) ... Jason Walsh 

DUBLIN, Ireland – An Ireland-based aid agency is 
working with the U.S. Navy in a disaster simulation at Camp 
Roberts, Calif., this week to test a local communications 
system in an effort to improve telecommunications in the 
immediate aftermath of natural disasters. 

When disaster strikes, whether in Indonesia, Haiti, or 
Japan, the aftermath is much the same: chaotic. As the 
government, various charities, and family members struggle 
amid downed telephone lines to find and communicate with 
missing persons, communications are notoriously slow-going 
and disparate. 

If successful, the new system will allow NGOs, charities, 
other relief organizations, as well as survivors and relatives, to 
share communications. It would significantly reduce the chaos 
surrounding the aftermath of a disaster, obviating the need for 
separate groups to set up multiple private networks and 
drastically cut the time it takes to rescue and connect disaster 
victims. 

Disaster Tech Labs, a charitable organization founded by 
Ireland-based Dutchman Evert Bopp, is behind the project. 
Mr. Bopp, an IT businessman, says he got the inspiration from 
watching what happened during the 2005 Indian Ocean 
tsunami. 

He says the project finally crystalized when he got 
involved in the relief effort after the 2010 Haiti earthquake.   
After he developed ad hoc networks on the ground in Haiti, 
under the name Haiti Connect, Bopp decided to attempt to 
codify the setup — and to take it global. 

"When I went to Haiti I thought, 'I'll do this for six 
months, it's my contribution to society, and that'll be the extent 
of my work.' Two and a half years later, I'm still working at it 
and can't see the end," he says. "Do I want to chase big bucks 

— I've done that for most of my life — or do I want to make a 
contribution to the world?" 

He made a call for donations, and by February 2010 had 
received $8,600 in cash donations to cover expenses, plus 
$200,000 of telecoms equipment from California-based 
hardware manufacturer Aruba Networks. 

Bopp says the Haiti experience taught him that 
communications can be easily improved in any future natural 
disaster simply by recognizing what kind of devices people 
have and rapidly building ad hoc networks that support them. 
His new plan, being tested at Camp Roberts, is to deploy 
within days of a disaster. 

Aruba Networks has donated a further $50,000 in 
equipment, he says. 

"If the UN or Red Cross deploys to a disaster area, they 
bring their own radio equipment,” he says. [But] wi-fi devices 
are so ubiquitous, why not built a network using it?" he says. 
"The only communications still up-and-running after 
Hurricane Katrina was the recently installed metropolitan wi-fi 
network." 

Reaction 
Others working on the ground after catastrophes welcome 

the idea. 
Andrew Hogg, head of media at the UK-based charity 

Christian Aid, says the organization would be happy to see 
any improvement in communication with the field in a natural 
disaster. 

Christian Aid was one of the many nongovernmental 
organizations that arrived on the scene of the 2010 earthquake 
that devastated Haiti. Initially, communications between 
London and the scene were close to nonexistent, he says. 
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"Telephone lines were down, and we couldn't use mobiles 
to make communication. I was taking calls throughout the 
night from journalists asking what Christian Aid was seeing, 
and for quite a while I wasn't able to answer the question. 

“We did have [satellite] phones but they have limitations. 
Anything that can be thrown into the mix to offer another 
avenue for communications would be extremely valuable. We 
need to check on the safety of staff, obviously, but we also 
need to alert people to the scale of the disaster as accurately as 
possible," he says. 

Just One Tool 
Not everyone is sure the idea is a good one, even if it is 

well-meant. 
John Ronan, emergency communications coordinator for 

the Irish Radio Transmitters' Society, expressed doubts about 
the use of wi-fi as a technology. 

"If it's for the NGOs on the ground, that's OK, [but] any 
scenario is going to have different requirements. In Haiti they 
needed food and water," he says. 

Ronan said VHF radio, shortwave, and wi-fi are tools in a 
communications toolbox, and that no single tool fits all 
scenarios. Topography is also an issue: High-powered wi-fi 
signals can travel far over flat terrain, but obstacles such as 
hills, mountains, and buildings can significantly reduce this 
distance. 

Alan Burkitt-Gray, editor of the London-based industry 
publication Global Telecoms magazine, agreed: "A wi-fi 
network is only part of what you need, you also need a decent 
connection to the global Internet." 

He points out that the likelihood of survival — and rapid 
repair — of any telecoms network in inextricably linked to a 
country's level of industrial development. 

"After the [2011] Japan earthquake and tsunami, [telecom 
company] NTT literally had its telephone exchanges, which 
were wrecked, back up and running within a month. In a place 
like Haiti they don't have the resources." 

After the 2010 Haiti earthquake, the landline telephone 
network was destroyed and the country's sole undersea fiber-
optic link was damaged. The cellular phone network did 
survive, but was temporarily overwhelmed by the volume of 
communication as people attempted to contact relatives. 
Internet connectivity was not wiped out by the damage to the 
cable because most Haitian Internet service providers used 
satellite links. 

Declan Ganley, a former Irish political candidate and 
chief executive of Rivada Networks, a U.S.-based telecoms 

defense contractor, said the key is to ensure any effort on the 
ground is linked with the global telecoms network with 
sufficient bandwidth. 

"Wi-fi certainly has a role to play and anybody deploying 
it as an NGO is doing God's work, but you need satellite 
backhaul. When we deployed for [Hurricane] Katrina, one of 
the first things we had to get in were military-grade satellite 
links and CDMA equipment. What we do now is more 
advanced — it's a full cellular broadband network in a stack 
with satellite broadband," he says. 

Haiti Connect used a combination of satellite links and 
point-to-point networking to connect its wi-fi mesh to working 
Internet connections. 

How It Works 
If the Camp Roberts simulation is successful, Bopp hopes 

to store several caches of equipment at airport "forward air 
transport" hangars in Southeast Asia, Europe, North and South 
America, and Africa. When disaster strikes, the nearest cache 
of servers and transmitters will be rushed in. 

"A few months ago, we decided to offer dedicated team of 
equipped volunteers who could be quickly deployed across the 
globe at short notice," he says. 

The network is created with telecoms-grade wi-fi mesh, 
devices powered by solar and wind, each able to deliver a 
working Internet connection to aid workers and survivors 
within a two- to five-mile range, depending on local 
topography. 

Disaster Tech Labs' network management software will 
recognize any device attempting to connect to its network and 
assign communication permissions related to the type of 
device it is, partly to ensure that bandwidth is not wasted by 
NGO workers coming off-shift and deciding to browse the 
Web for fun. Any computer can connect, but without an 
authorized login, it can only use basic connectivity services. 

"People we're working with will have logins that will 
allow them to do specific tasks, but the idea is to make it as 
non-labor-intensive as possible," says Bopp. Other users, 
including the public, will have bandwidth assigned to them on 
the basis of what kind of device they are using and what 
application is requesting connectivity, in an attempt to 
automatically keep bandwidth hogs at bay. 

"Previously wi-fi network have been all open [to all 
comers] or are completely closed [to non-registered users]. 
Both are self-defeating," says Bopp. 
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PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
16. Federal Travel Reimbursement Rate To Stay Same In Fiscal 2013 
(WASHINGTON POST 15 AUG 12) ... Lisa Rein 

The reimbursement rate for government travel will not 
change in the next fiscal year, the General Services 
Administration announced Tuesday, quelling hotel industry 
concerns that the rates would be cut to reduce federal travel 
spending. 

The decision follows an aggressive lobbying campaign by 
the hospitality industry, which met with GSA leaders, 
lawmakers on Capitol Hill and White House officials to plead 
against a lower rate. 

“We used the resources at our disposal to help GSA make 
a responsible decision on how to preserve federal travel but 
safeguard tax dollars,” said Erik Hansen, director of domestic 
policy at the U.S. Travel Association. 

The GSA, which sets rates for lodging, meals and other 
travel expenses for federal agencies, considered reducing the 
average lodging rate of $77 a night by as much as 30 percent 
as part of an effort to comply the Office of Management and 
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Budget’s order to slash travel spending in fiscal 2013 by the 
same amount. 

The belt-tightening was ordered after a conference 
scandal involving the GSA’s Public Buildings Service, which 
spent $823,000 in 2010 on a four-day Las Vegas junket that 
featured a mind-reader and after-hours parties in pricey loft 
suites. 

GSA officials said they concluded that cutting per diem 
rates would actually cost the government more: Employees 
attending conferences or out-of-town meetings would stay at 
cheaper hotels outside city centers and need to rent cars to get 
around, jacking up their travel bills, said Mafara Hobson, an 
agency spokeswoman. 

“By keeping per diem rates at current levels, we are 
supporting federal agencies in controlling costs and ensuring 
that taxpayer dollars are used wisely,” acting GSA 
Administrator Dan Tangherlini said in a statement. The 
statement said freezing the rate would save $20 million in 
travel costs the government would have incurred had per 
diems increased. 

The GSA considered several options as it evaluated 
reimbursement rates for the fiscal year that starts in October, 
officials said. One would have changed the methodology the 
agency uses to calculate average daily lodging rates in major 
metropolitan markets, removing more costly hotels from the 
annual sample. 

Hotel officials warned GSA leaders that lower rates 
would ultimately result in higher travel costs. 

Shawn McBurney, senior vice president of governmental 
affairs at the American Hotel Lodging Association, said the 
GSA was told “that if they [lowered the rate], most hotels in a 
city wouldn’t have been considered.” Hotels are not required 
to accept the government rate. 

The government’s standard lodging rate of $77 covers 
hotels in 2,600 counties; the standard per diem meal rate is 
$46. But rates for lodging and meals vary widely in big cities 
frequently visited by federal workers, based on the average 
room price for mid-priced hotels and restaurants. 
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17. Force Cuts Skip Flag Officers 
Admiral numbers creep up despite a fleet cut in half since the Cold War 
(NAVY TIMES 20 AUG 12) ... Sam Fellman 

Over the past two decades, the fleet and the force have 
plummeted from Cold War highs. Only one segment of the 
Navy has bucked that ebb tide: admirals. 

Twenty-nine more flag officers are serving today than in 
2002, the start of the latest drawdown that has axed 60,459 
Sailors from the service. The tally of flags rivals their 
predecessors who served at the tail end of the Cold War, when 
the fleet still numbered 570 ships, roughly double today's 286-
ship fleet. 

The rise in admirals stands in stark contrast to the fate of 
the enlisted force, which has historically suffered the bulk of 
the cuts; the latest round will force out 2,946 Sailors by Sept. 
1 via enlisted retention boards. 

These contrary fortunes have brought renewed attention 
to one tell-tale manpower metric: the Sailor-to-admiral ratio. 

In 1990, there were 2,051 Sailors for each admiral. 
In 2012, there are 1,085 Sailors for each admiral — nearly 

double the brass footprint. 
The Navy and some defense experts say the admiral 

expansion reflects the heavy demand for experienced, 
competent officers in the post-9/11 era. But it also means a 
top-heavy force, as each flag officer is entitled to aides, 
offices, vehicles and drivers, travel money and other trappings 
of admiralty. Slashing this had been a crusade far Robert 
Gates, the previous defense secretary, who called last year for 
eliminating more than 100 general. and flag officer positions 
across the services. 

The Navy has fallen from its high-water mark of 257, set 
in 2010. And the tally will retreat further; it's expected to hit 
235 by October 2013, according to official Navy figures 
provided to Congress annually in the service's budget request. 
But some believe the number is still too high — out of whack 
with the rest of today's Navy. 

"It's an abomination," said retired Capt. Lawrence Korb, 
who served as a top Pentagon budget official in the Reagan 

administration, after reviewing the figures. "You've got almost 
as many admirals as ships.” 

Korb, now a defense expert at the liberal Center for 
American Progress, added: "It's unfair to the Sailors, and it 
gives the perception to the American people that there's a lot 
of waste in the defense budget.” 

The Navy chalks up the rise in flag officers to increasing 
demand, especially for joint billets, and points out that the 
figure will drop over the next six years. 

"Since 9/11, the demand for additional Navy flag officers 
has increased," Rear Adm. Denny Moynihan, the Navy's top 
spokesman, said in an Aug. 8 interview. "In addition to 
providing the Marine Corps with senior health executives, 
chaplains, [Judge Advocate General officers] and acquisition 
professionals, the Navy is providing flag officers to fill the 
joint force leadership positions established by the Department 
of Defense at U.S. Africa Command and U.S. Northern 
Command.” 

‘Bloated Force' 
The Navy is not the most brass-heavy service. That 

distinction belongs to the Air Force, which sports 302 generals 
for a force roughly the same size as the Navy. 

There were 876 airmen for each Air Force general as of 
March 31, the latest count available. The Army, with the 
largest enlisted force, clocks in third with a ratio of 1-to-1,456; 
the Marines are essentially where the Navy was in 1990, with 
a ratio of 1-to-2,073. 

Admirals aren't cheap. For instance, a one-star with 24 
years of service who lives in Washington, D.C. with 
dependents receives $180,270 annually, including both base 
pay and basic housing allowance. Pay, of course, only 
increases with higher rank and more years of service. The top 
four-stars, such as the combatant commanders and service 
chiefs, receive $20,587.80 per month in salary alone, 
according to the 2012 pay chart. 
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The Navy paid its admirals a total of $39.3 million in 
salaries for fiscal 2011, budget documents show. That doesn't 
include special pays or the basic housing allowance, which 
varies by location and dependents. 

And that's only their compensation. This does not include 
the cost of the additional staffs the officers lead, or the 
amenities to which they're entitled — the very outlays that 
Gates, the former defense secretary, attacked. 

"The Navy now has over two dozen more admirals than it 
did just 10 years ago," said Ben Freeman, a national security 
expert at the nonprofit Project on Government Oversight, 
which has advocated for cutting flag and general officers. 
"With enlisted, officers, and the fleet all shrinking, what 
exactly are these new admirals commanding? 

"Taxpayers that are financing this bloated force deserve 
an explanation.” 

The Fleet Reserve Association, a nonprofit group that 
advocates for enlisted Sailors, Coast Guardsmen and Marines 
on Capitol Hill, viewed the latest data as further evidence of 
"brass creep," as the trend of the services to add generals is 
known. 

"FRA questions the current number of Navy flag officers 
and associated billets — particularly since there have been 
major end-strength reductions and nearly 3,000 career enlisted 
personnel are being involuntarily separated due to the [enlisted 
retention boards]," retired Master Chief Musician Joe Barnes, 
FRAs national executive director, said in a statement. 

The Navy says the spike in admirals is an outcome of 
Pentagon strategy, which has called for — and funded — joint 
billets. At present, 68 flags are serving in these joint positions, 

Moynihan said. If these are excluded, then the Navy has held 
steady at roughly 160 flags since 1990, according to the Navy 
Flag Matters office, which oversees detailing and organization 
for one- to four-star positions. 

If these numbers are used, the Navy's admiral-to-Sailor 
ratio has still doubled from 1-to-3,282 in 1990 to 1-to-1,649 in 
2012. However, these numbers rely on the total number of 
enlisted, whether or not they served in joint-funded billets; the 
Navy was unable to provide corresponding data on the number 
of enlisted and non-flag officer assignments funded by joint 
funding for these same years. 

As part of Gates' push to reduce the flag force, the Navy 
is dropping 14 flag billets by a pay grade and is eliminating 11 
altogether, reductions over the next six years that occur as 
current office-holders leave their positions, said Moynihan, 
who retired Aug. 10. 

Still, the Navy's admiral creep predates the post-9/11 
decade, the data shows. Admirals have been spared from the 
successive draw-downs, from the steep "peace dividend" after 
the Cold War and the last decade of cuts, as their ranks hold 
steady over a vastly smaller force. 

In fact, the services' top-heavy composition has 
snowballed for decades, said Korb, the assistant defense 
secretary for manpower, reserve affairs, installations and 
logistics from 1981 to 1985, who recalled being asked at the 
time why the services had so many more admirals and 
generals per enlisted than they had had in World War II. 

So why do Navy leaders invariably cut Sailors instead of 
admirals? 

"Because they're the ones doing the cutting," Korb said. 
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18. Survey Of Troops Who Attempted Suicide May Lead To New Therapies 
(NAVY TIMES 20 AUG 12) ... Patricia Kime 

Former Army Sgt. Kris Goldsmith awoke in a military 
hospital in 2007 after downing a liter of vodka and a vial of 
Percocet — a suicide attempt, he said, to end unbearable pain 
and suffering. 

"The reason I didn't put a gun in my mouth and blow my 
brains out was I didn't want my mother to bury me in a closed 
casket. Not shooting myself was all I had left to give," said 
Goldsmith, now 26, who displayed symptoms of post-
traumatic stress disorder after deploying to Iraq in 2005. 

A study of 72 soldiers at Fort Carson, Colo., who 
attempted suicide shows they all shared Goldsmith's desire: Of 
33 reasons presented as possible motivations for trying to kill 
themselves, 100 percent of the soldiers cited "to stop bad 
feelings" as a reason. 

"It's kind of a no-brainer, but we were only able to find 
two other studies that really looked at motivation, and none of 
them were military. The data was quite limited," said Craig 
Bryan, a researcher with the University of Utah National 
Center for Veteran Studies. 

Suicide has been a top concern in the military since rates 
began to rise sharply in 2004. In early 2009, the active duty 
suicide rate was 19.7 per 100,000; the civilian rate, adjusted 
for a similar population, was 18.6, according to the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention. 

In 2011, 290 active duty personnel died by suicide. So far 
in, 2012, 187 active duty suicides have been documented. 

To tackle the issue, the Defense Department has sunk 
$110 million into 24 active studies, including those conducted 
by University of Utah researchers. 

Bryan's study, done with colleague David Rudd, aimed to 
pinpoint reasons for suicide attempts in hopes of developing 
effective prevention therapies. 

Presenting the 72 troops with possible reasons for their 
combined 136 suicide attempts, researchers asked them to 
select those that described their feelings leading to the events. 

Ninety-five percent chose multiple reasons, the most 
common being the desire to stop pain. But other frequently 
cited reasons were not wanting to be sad anymore, a desire to 
escape thoughts or feelings or a need to communicate their 
desperation to others. Based on the findings, Bryan and Rudd 
have designed a 12-session psychotherapy regimen and are 
testing it at Fort Carson. 

It incorporates cognitive behavioral approaches, including 
teaching patients relaxation techniques, mindfulness, using 
flash cards to develop their coping skills and making lists of 
reasons to live. 

Goldsmith, who did not participate in the Fort Carson 
study, said more can be done to emphasize the role fellow 
troops can play through the battle buddy concept. He believes 
he's alive only because his roommate suspected he was in 
trouble. 
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"He saw what was going on with me," Goldsmith said. 
"He may not have realized how broken I was, but he launched 
the search.” 

Results of the University of Utah-developed 
psychotherapy study are expected next year. 

Return to Index 
 

19. USS Constitution Hosts Annual CPO Heritage Weeks 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 14 AUG 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist Seaman Michael Achterling, USS Constitution Public 
Affairs 

CHARLESTOWN, Mass. -- USS Constitution kicked off 
its 15th annual Chief Petty Officer (CPO) Heritage Weeks 
from the ship's berth in Charlestown, Mass., Aug. 14. 

CPO Heritage Weeks is a weeklong training cycle held on 
successive weeks, in which Constitution's crew teaches CPO 
selectees time-honored maritime evolutions such as 18th 
century boarding pike drills, War of 1812-era gun drills using 
a 24-pound naval long gun, and line and sail handling. 

The training runs through Aug. 25, and more than 150 
selectees will go through the heritage training each week, with 
25 mentor CPOs on board to assist Constitution's crew in 
conducting the training. 

The training is designed to instill pride in naval heritage 
in the Navy's senior enlisted leaders. 

"These events are something each chief will cherish for a 
lifetime, and the experiences are those which can be shared 
with their Sailors, fellow chiefs and family members," said 
Constitution Command Master Chief Roxanne Rhoades. 
"Also, as we celebrate the War of 1812 Bicentennial, this 
year's CPO Heritage Weeks is even more important. We turn 
full circle on why our forefathers developed a Navy; to keep 
the sea lanes of trade open and protect this great country of 
ours." 

Additionally, selectees will support the local community 
by helping at the New England Homeless Veterans Center, 
Old Soldier's Home in Chelsea, Mass. and at Harvard-Kent 
Elementary School in Charlestown, Mass. 

"Advancement to chief petty officer is a significant 
moment in my Navy experience," said Chief (select) Master-
at-Arms (SW/EXW) Marina Chavez, Constitution's command 

master-at-arms. "Throughout the years, I've been fortunate 
enough to work for many good chiefs, senior chiefs and 
master chiefs that have mentored and trained me. Now, it's my 
turn to learn what I can here so I can pay it forward and 
provide sound leadership for the next generation." 

A unique aspect of this year's training will be furling and 
unfurling sails. Constitution is scheduled to sail under its own 
power Aug. 19 for the first time since 1997, during an 
underway demonstration to commemorate Constitution's 
historic victory over HMS Guerriere during the War of 1812. 
The result of the battle was also how the ship earned her 
famous nickname "Old Ironsides." 

"I cannot think of a better way to honor those who fought 
in the war as well as celebrate Constitution's successes during 
the War of 1812 than for the ship to be under sail," said Cmdr. 
Matt Bonner, Constitution's 72nd commanding officer. "The 
event also ties our past and present by having the ship not only 
crewed by the outstanding young men and women who make 
up her crew but also the 150 chief petty officer selects who 
join us for their Heritage Week." 

Constitution is the world's oldest commissioned warship 
afloat and welcomes more than 500,000 visitors per year. She 
defended the sea lanes against threat from 1797 to 1855, much 
like the mission of today's Navy. America's Navy: Keeping the 
sea free for more than 200 years. 

Constitution's mission today is to offer community 
outreach and education about the ship's history. Currently, the 
crew is planning to commemorate bicentennial of the War of 
1812 through public demonstrations and educational activities 
at eight Navy Weeks across the U.S. in 2012. 
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AAVVIIAATTIIOONN::  
20. Japanese Vice Defense Minister To Take Next Step In Dance Of The Osprey; Briefing On Moroccan 

Crash 
(AOL DEFENSE 14 AUG 12) ... Richard Whittle 

WASHINGTON -- Japan's vice defense minister, Hideo 
Jinpu, is to visit the Pentagon tomorrow to get a detailed 
briefing on the April 11 crash in Morocco of a Marine Corps 
MV-22 Osprey that killed two Marines. Jinpu's visit is the 
next step in a kabuki dance that began a few weeks ago in 
response to Japanese protests against a Marine Corps plan to 
base Ospreys on Okinawa. 

Japan's government is bending over backward to prove to 
its public that it won't let the Marines replace the 1960s-era 
CH-46E Sea Knight tandem-rotor helicopters it has on 
Okinawa now with the tiltrotor Osprey unless Japanese 
experts are satisfied the troop and cargo transport is safe. 
Japanese Defense Minister Satoshi Morimoto rode in an 
Osprey from the Pentagon to Quantico Marine Base and back 

during a visit Aug. 3, during which he reportedly did a lot of 
smiling and got home safely. 

Japan's limbo partner, the Pentagon, is bending over 
backward to placate the Japanese -- and lowering the bar for 
sharing information about still-unreleased crash reports. 
Sources familiar with internal planning for the visit said Jinpu 
would be given a redacted copy of a Judge Advocate General 
Manual report on the crash -- a document not yet released to 
the public. 

AOL Defense reported July 9 that investigators found that 
the pilot caused the Morocco crash by tilting his helicopter-
airplane hybrid Osprey's rotors too far forward at low 
airspeed, a violation of the MV-22 flight manual. The mistake 
was exacerbated by the fact that both he and the copilot failed 
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to notice a 20-knot tailwind that contributed to the crash, the 
investigators found. 

The Osprey's reputation was stained by three fatal crashes 
during its 25-year development. After being redesigned and 
retested in 2002-2005, the MV-22 has proven itself one of the 
safest rotorocraft the Marine Corps flies. The Air Force 
Special Operations Command also flies a version of the 
Osprey and lost one of its CV-22's in June to a crash at Eglin 
Air Force Base, Fla., in which no one was killed but five crew 
members were injured. 

Panetta -- an unabashed Osprey fan -- said during 
Morimoto's visit that, "When the government of Japan came to 

us and expressed safety concerns about the MV-22 
deployment, we immediately responded in a deeply respectful, 
collaborative and a constructive manner." A dozen Ospreys 
were shipped to Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni on the 
Japanese mainland in July, but the U.S. had previously agreed 
they wouldn't fly until the Japanese government had been 
given detailed information about the crashes in Morocco and 
Florida. 

Wednesday's briefing is just to cover the Morocco crash, 
but expect another Japanese visit to the Pentagon soon. 
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21. X-47B Set For Next Phase Of Testing 
(C4ISR JOURNAL 14 AUG 12) ... Joshua Stewart 

NAVAL AIR STATION PATUXENT RIVER, Md. — 
After flying for the first time here in late July, the U.S. Navy’s 
X-47B is being prepped for next year, when the unmanned 
aircraft will make its first completely autonomous aircraft 
carrier landing. 

The most difficult part won’t be taking off from and 
landing on the ship. 

“The biggest challenge is situational awareness, to make 
sure that everybody understands what’s going on,” said Cmdr. 
Jeff Dodge, head of carrier integration for unmanned combat 
systems, during a media day here. 

Another big challenge, Dodge said, is programming the 
aircraft to act just like there’s a pilot inside, preparing it for the 
countless tasks that occur from the time a plane rides the 
elevator up from the hangar to the catapult shot, and then 
again from when it catches the wire on the flight deck and 
taxies away. 

The next year will be packed with baby steps that must be 
completed before that first landing can be attempted. 

There will be jet blast deflector tests, catapult launches 
and landings with arresting gear. Its flight envelope will also 
be evaluated, officials said. 

The first flight at Pax River took place July 29 and lasted 
35 minutes. There are two planes at the station, and both 

previously flew at Edwards Air Force Base, Calif. Besides the 
initial flight, both planes have completed electromagnetic 
interference evaluations to ensure there is no interference with 
the carrier. 

There will be a series of tests to make sure it can operate 
on a flight deck before it ever lands on a carrier. It’s unclear if 
carrier-based flight tests will begin immediately after or 
during some later evaluation phase. 

The first trap will be on an East Coast carrier, but which 
one will depend on schedules, said Capt. Jamie Engdahl, 
program officer for Unmanned Combat Air Systems. Perhaps 
an indicator: The Harry S. Truman was outfitted with X-47B 
control equipment during its latest availability. And in July, 
the ship hosted a “surrogate” test, in which an F/A-18D 
Hornet fighter jet was equipped with software and hardware to 
create autonomous flight. It completed a series of autonomous 
landings and traps, with a pilot onboard but not toggling the 
controls. 

It was very precise as it approached to land, making 
corrections on the way down, Dodge said. 

“It caught the three-wire every time,” he said, referring to 
the arresting wire pilots try to hit when they land. 
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TTEECCHHNNOOLLOOGGYY::  
22. Missile Defense Remains Priority In Plans To Reduce Military's Size, Spending, Say Officials 
(HUNTSVILLE (AL) TIMES 15 AUG 12) ... Kenneth Kesner 

HUNTSVILLE, Alabama--Missile defense programs, to 
protect the U.S. homeland as well as American allies and 
troops around the world, remain a priority in Department of 
Defense plans to restructure and reduce forces and rein in 
spending after a decade of war on two fronts. 

"Missile defense is definitely a part of the strategy," said 
Frank Kendall, undersecretary of Defense for Acquisition, 
Technology and Logistics, one of the speakers today at the 
15th Annual Space & Missile Defense Conference at the Von 
Braun Center. 

"The combatant commanders can't get enough of these 
systems," said Rear Adm. Randall Hendrickson, deputy 
director of the Missile Defense Agency, during another part of 
the conference. 

Kendall outlined how defense officials devised a new 
strategy to create a smaller, agile, more "joint" force that 
retains key capabilities in part by leveraging technology. The 
strategy was crafted to avoid the drastic cuts in training 
programs, arms and supplies that followed the Vietnam and 
Cold wars and left the nation unprepared for a fight. 

"I refer to this as more of a 'correction'" than a reduction 
of force or the American industrial base, Kendall said. "There 
is a strong desire to not have a 'hollow' force." 

The defense budget submitted to Congress was built 
around this new strategy, he said, and it's very tight. 

But among its features is the replacement of some Missile 
Defense Agency funds which Kendall said he was himself 
involved in cutting last year. 
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Hendrickson gave an update on MDA activities, where he 
said homeland defense continues to be the No. 1 priority, 
followed by the regional defense capabilities in Asia, Europe 
and elsewhere to counter threats by North Korea, Iran and 
others. 

He pointed to a number of improvements to the Ground-
based Midcourse Defense system which primarily protects the 
U.S. by intercepting incoming enemy ballistic missiles while 
in space: A third interceptor missile field has been completed 
at Fort Greely, Alaska, early warning radars are updated, an 
in-flight data terminal is being built on the East Coast to 
counter growing threats from that direction, and more. 

Hendrickson acknowledged there have been design and 
quality challenges with elements of the ground-based 
interceptor missiles that have caused MDA to stall production. 

A flight test in December is planned to "shake, rattle and 
roll" a GBI to see if the problems have been solved. If so, a 
test in March or April will pit the GBI against a target and, if 
successful, could get the product line going again. 

"These are truly Rolls Royces," Hendrickson said of the 
interceptors, in that they are sophisticated and basically hand-
built. 

MDA has a busy test schedule, he said. 
In a few months there will be a flight test over the Pacific 

that will integrate targets and layers of defense systems to 
counter them, including the Aegis Ballistic Missile Defense 

ships, Terminal High Altitude Area Defense - or THAAD - 
missiles, advanced radars, and Army Patriot missiles. 

It will be a very complex event, he said, to mirror the 
complexity of the environment in which these systems must 
cooperate. 

The defense officials' messages were at least partially 
reassuring to the industry representatives at the conference, 
which runs through Thursday. 

Many of these programs aren't just managed by MDA and 
Army offices on Redstone Arsenal, but are also bread-and-
butter jobs for area defense contractors. 

Boeing manages the GMD program from offices in 
Huntsville; Lockheed Martin builds ballistic missile targets for 
MDA tests in Courtland, and the popular THAAD missiles in 
Troy; Raytheon will soon produce the Standard Missile 3 
family of interceptors at a plant under construction on 
Redstone Arsenal. 

Planned reductions in defense spending and the looming 
specter of sequestration - the $600 billion across-the-board in 
defense cuts that will be triggered in January if Congress 
doesn't act - have certainly been on the minds of everyone at 
the conference. 

"There's very little flexibility on our part" if sequestration 
occurs, Kendall said. 

Money will come out of every account, he said, though 
they will protect troops that are "forward" in Afghanistan and 
elsewhere and will try not to break existing contracts. 
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23. Navy Soliciting Bids For Ship-Based Laser Weapons 
(STARS AND STRIPES 15 AUG 12) 

SASEBO NAVAL BASE, Japan — The Navy wants to 
be the first U.S. military service branch to deploy cost-
effective, high-energy laser weapons capable of burning holes 
in approaching targets in the air and on the sea. 

The Office of Naval Research announced Tuesday it is 
soliciting bids for solid-state laser weapons that would allow 
the Navy’s surface fleet to counter small unmanned aerial 
vehicles and boats, a Navy announcement said. 

The Arleigh Burke-class destroyer and the Littoral 
Combat Ship are the primary candidates for an initial fitting. 

“We’re looking for an open systems solution to this war-
fighting capability because we believe it’s cost-effective and 

can provide the best value to the government,” ONR program 
officer Peter Morrison said in the Navy statement. 

There could be up to four $1.5 million awards for the 
contract’s first phase, which includes development of the 
proposed concept, the announcement said. Top military 
contractors Raytheon, Northrop Grumman and Boeing all 
have directed-energy laser programs. Two designs are 
expected to be selected to proceed to the next phase, a detailed 
design of a prototype. 

For fiscal years 2013-16, $110 million has been 
appropriated for the prototype phases. 

In a 2011 demonstration, a laser ray gun aboard a 
decommissioned Navy ship was able to disable a small boat. 
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24. Navy Authorizes FRP Of BAE Systems' Advanced Precision Kill Weapons System 
(DEFENSE DAILY 15 AUG 12) ... Pat Host 

The Navy authorized full-rate production (FRP) of BAE 
Systems’ laser-guided rocket system known as Advanced 
Precision Kill Weapons System (APKWS), according to a 
company statement. 

BAE spokeswoman Karen Spiller said Monday in an 
email the company received the contract July 31 and 
immediately started work. Spiller said the first FRP deliveries 
will be in October and the company expects the next FRP 
option to be awarded by the end of 2012. 

APKWS converts the Hydra 70 unguided rocket into a 
laser-guided rocket through the addition of a mid-body 
guidance unit developed by BAE Systems. APKWS, which is 
the only 2.75-inch (70 mm) laser-guided rocket program of 

record for the U.S. government, allows armed forces to 
accurately engage targets in areas where the threat of non-
combat casualties and collateral damage prevented warfighters 
from doing so in the past, according to a company statement. 

“BAE Systems designed the APKWS technology to fill 
the gap between the Hellfire missile and unguided rockets,” 
John Watkins, director of precision guided solutions for BAE, 
said in a statement. “Today, the weapon is doing its job of 
providing our warfighters with a precise and reliable rapid-fire 
missile system, especially effective in the difficult terrain of 
Afghanistan.” 

BAE is supporting U.S. government plans to expand its 
use to other platforms, including Northrop Grumman’s MQ-
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8B Fire Scout unmanned autonomous helicopter and 
Sikorsky’s armed MH-60S Seahawk helicopter, according to a 
statement. Spiller said other platforms would include Boeing’s 
AH-64 Apache helicopter, Bell Helicopter’s OH-58 Kiowa 
helicopter and any other platform that would be fitted with 
2.75-inch rockets. 

APKWS was shot for the first time in March from Bell’s 
AH-1W SuperCobra and UH-1Y Venom helicopters 
supporting Marine Corps ground forces during combat 
operations in Afghanistan, according to a statement. 

Sikorsky is a division of United Technologies Corp. while 
Bell Helicopter is a unit of Textron. 

Return to Index 
 
 

OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
25. Chicago Welcomes Navy Week Through Monday 
(WMAQ NBC CHICAGO 14 AUG 12) ... Stefan Holt 

Vice Adm. Philip Hart Cullom talks with NBC 5's Stefan 
Holt on what's in store during Navy Week. 

View Clip (RT: 2:27) 
Broadcast Clip - USS Chicago Sailors Restore Navy 

Pier Anchor 
(CHICAGO TRIBUNE 14 AUG 12) Phil Velazquez 
Former Sailors who served aboard the USS Chicago 

gather at Navy Pier to paint the anchor that was installed at the 
Pier in 1995. The ship was decommissioned in 1980. 

View Clip (RT: 1:28) 
Photo Gallery – Navy Week in Chicago 
(CHICAGO TRIBUNE 14 AUG 12) Phil Velazquez 

View Gallery (9 Photos) 
Broadcast Clip - Navy Band Great Lakes Performs At 

Millennium Park 
(WLS ABC CHICAGO 13 AUG 12) 
A little rain was not enough to stop the Navy Band Great 

Lakes from performing Monday night at Millennium Park. 
The musicians from great lakes were joined by the Marine 

Corps Band New Orleans. 
The concert marked the 200th anniversary of the War of 

1812. 
View Clip (RT: 0:24) 
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26. Navy Week In Chicago Brings Admiral To Lake Forest 
(LAKE FOREST (IL) GAZEBO NEWS 14 AUG 12) ... A. J. Goldsmith 

Vice Admiral Phillip Hart Cullom is the very model of a 
modern U.S. Navy Officer. He holds a bachelor’s degree in 
nuclear physics from the U.S. Naval Academy and an MBA 
from Harvard University. 

Adm. Cullom, a native of Flossmoor, IL, was honored 
Monday evening at Lake Forest’s American Legion Post 264 
as part of the August 13-20 Navy Week activities in Chicago. 

Adm. Cullom granted Gazebonews an exclusive interview 
before the event. 

We asked Adm. Cullom why he chose a naval career. He 
responded that after his father died, his uncle, William Hart, 
told him many stories about serving in the U.S. Coast Guard 
during World War II. Adm. Cullom also had an aunt who was 
on the staff of Fleet Admiral Ernest J. King, chief of naval 
operations during World War II. He was hooked. 

Adm. Cullom served with Rear Admiral Hyman Rickover 
who fostered America’s nuclear navy. He has had important 
postings at sea, at the Pentagon and in the White House. He 
currently serves as deputy chief of naval operations for fleet 
readiness and logistics. 

“More than 90% of world commerce today is seaborne. A 
strong Navy is important for the economy and for national 
security,” he said. 

Gazebonews asked Adm. Cullom in what ways is the 
Navy different today. 

He responded by saying that he is “amazed and proud of 
the quality of people of all ranks that make up today’s U.S. 
Navy. Technology has changed our platforms; they are more 
complex than ever before. The Navy is getting people who can 

handle these complexities. Today’s volunteers are not looking 
just to see the world. They want to do something meaningful.” 

Adm. Cullom also told Gazebonews about the Navy’s 
push to develop new fuels for its ships. It has set standards for 
biofuels and manufacturers are providing the new propellants. 

This year, the Navy purchased 450,000 gallons of biofuel 
at a cost of $12 million for some of its ships participating in 
the June-July, 22-nation, Pacific Rim (RIMPAC) Exercises. 
Held every two years, these exercises help navies with 
different operating procedures learn how to work together to 
meet disasters such as Tsunamis as well as to hunt submarines 
and catch pirates. 

Navy Week is being celebrated throughout the United 
States to mark the 200th anniversary of the United States’ War 
of 1812 and the writing of The Star Spangled Banner, 
America’s national anthem. 

This second war for America’s independence ended in 
1815. Its result was to allow American expansion of its 
territory and to ensure its rights to trade freely with other 
countries without interference by Britain’s Royal Navy. 

A number of U.S. Navy and Royal Canadian Navy ships 
will be visiting Chicago during the Navy Week. Various U. S. 
Navy units will participate in Chicago’s Air and Water Show 
August 18-19. 

Expected to dock at Navy Pier this week are the USS 
Hurricane, a coastal patrol ship; USS De Wert, a frigate and 
Coast Guard Cutter Biscayne Bay. Royal Canadian Navy ships 
include HMCS Moncton and Summerside, coastal defense 
vessels. 
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27. Former Commander Touts ET Service In Navy 
Vice admiral visits to educate, inform 
(KNOXVILLE NEWS-SENTINEL 15 AUG 12) ... Matt Lakin 

Vice Adm. Harry B. Harris wants to change the way 
Tennesseans think about the Navy. 

Harris, a former commander of the U.S. 6th Fleet, grew 
up in Crossville and now serves as assistant to the chairman of 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff. He came home to East Tennessee this 
week as part of the Navy's 50/50 program, which sends 
officers to cities around the country, particularly those in 
landlocked states like Tennessee, to help promote support and 
understanding of the naval mission. 

Harris' visit will include a trip to the University of 
Tennessee today, an appearance at the Tennessee Veterans 
Business Association on Thursday and a high-school tour in 
Crossville on Friday. 

"We're trying to help communities understand what the 
Navy's all about," Harris said Tuesday. "One of the 
misconceptions I encounter is that people think the wars in 
Iraq and Afghanistan are not about the Navy, and that's simply 

not true. We have more than 40,000 Sailors deployed today. 
We have 9,000 Sailors doing security work, convoy duty, 
flying planes and other missions on the ground. About 11,000 
of our Sailors are from right here in Tennessee." 

The state claims a proud military heritage that dates to 
such Army commanders as John Sevier during the 
Revolutionary War and Andrew Jackson during the War of 
1812. That's fine with Harris, so long as Tennesseans don't 
forget Navy leaders like Adm. David Farragut, the Knox 
County native who helped capture New Orleans and Mobile, 
Ala., for the Union during the Civil War. 

He hopes to encourage Friday's students and others to 
keep that tradition alive. 

"The Navy is expensive, but we get a tremendous return 
on that investment," Harris said. "We're an all-volunteer Navy, 
and that's not cheap. We want to get that information out 
there." 
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28. Ship Tours Get Revamped 
(CONTRA COSTA (CA) TIMES 15 AUG 12) ... Donna Littlejohn 

The Navy is coming - and this time, San Pedro says it will 
be ready. 

When Navy Week sailed into town in July 2011, it 
brought with it massive traffic jams and up to four-hour-long 
waits in the sun to tour one of the four visiting ships. 

Adding insult to injury, Navy law enforcement officials 
distributed a "red-lined" map warning crew members about 
venturing into San Pedro's historic downtown shopping 
district. Many Sailors spent their shore leave dollars in 
neighboring Long Beach. 

But thanks to the lessons learned from last summer, things 
should go more smoothly when a smaller version of the event 
arrives this week. 

This year's Navy Days - sponsored by the Navy League 
with public ship tours set for Saturday and Sunday - will 
feature just two ships instead of four. 

Instead of last year's 42,000 visitors over the course of 
four days, this year's event should draw closer to 4,000 or 
5,000 people over only two days. 

Even so, steps have been taken to guard against some of 
last year's pitfalls. 

Aiming to eliminate the traffic crunch and long waits, the 
Port of Los Angeles has set up a mandatory online reservation 
system for ship tours. 

Visitors must register online in advance for a tour time, 
and no walk-ups will be accepted. 

"This year is going to work out better," said Grant Ivey, 
president of Navy Days L.A. "It's been a learning curve." 

This year's featured ships will be the USS Wayne E. 
Meyer, a new Navy destroyer, and U.S. Coast Guard Cutter 
George Cobb. 

"This is a powerful warship and it's almost brand-new," 
Ivey said of the destroyer. On the pier next to the ship will be 
a 38-foot model of the USS Nevada that was used in the 
movie "Tora! Tora! Tora!" 

"People can see a World War I battleship (model) and 
then look at the World War II battleship Iowa," Ivey said. 

The Nevada was first launched in 1914 and sustained 
heavy damage during the 1941 Pearl Harbor attack. 

Both of the visiting vessels will be berthed just north of 
the USS Iowa at Berth 87 (parking is at First Street and 
Harbor Boulevard). The decommissioned battleship opened 
this summer as a permanent San Pedro attraction. 

There is a charge to tour the Iowa, which is not part of the 
Navy Days visit. 

Under the reservation system, some 400 people an hour - 
2,800 each day - will get free tours, said port spokesman 
Phillip Sanfield. 

Other changes incorporated this year include having lines 
of people wait inside the World Cruise Center, where there 
will be a math and science exhibit and other educational 
displays. Visitors are asked to arrive 30 minutes before their 
assigned tour time. 

Outdoor shade and food trucks also will be added, he said, 
with the goal of making the experience more comfortable. 

"We dealt with as many of the issues as we could," 
Sanfield said. "We hope the reservation system will pretty 
much alleviate some of the problems we had last year ... it 
should be somewhat organized in terms of the traffic." 

On the community side, some 70 trained volunteers will 
be dispatched from the San Pedro Convention & Visitors 
Bureau to help direct and manage the crowds. 

"Unlike last year, we've had a lot more notice," said 
Katherine Gray of the bureau, which has been preparing for 
the ship visit for months. 

Volunteers will staff an information booth and pass out 
brochures, maps and coupons to guests as they leave the ships, 
letting them know where they can eat and what they can see 
and do in San Pedro. 

Several hotels and area restaurants are offering discounts. 
And that red-lined map? 
That's history, said Ivey, adding it was issued last year by 

NCIS and was based on computer-generated information. 
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Instead, Ivey said, crew members will be encouraged to 
dine and shop in San Pedro. 

The ships arrived Tuesday but public tours will only be 
offered only from 9 a.m. to 3p.m. Saturday and from 10a.m. to 
3 p.m. Sunday. Early reservations are encouraged. 

Navy Days, Ivey said, is designed to educate the public 
about what the Navy does. It also gives civilians a rare 

opportunity to board a military vessel and to interact with 
crew members. 

Looking ahead, Ivey said, there is an effort to attract 
another aircraft carrier - which seem to be the biggest tourist 
draws - for the event in 2013. 

"It's going to be a lot of fun," Gray said of the upcoming 
Navy Days. "We're ready and we can't wait to help welcome 
all the Sailors and all the visitors." 
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LLEEGGAALL::  
29. DOD To Review Civilian Injuries, Deaths In War Zones 
(NAVY TIMES 20 AUG 12) ... Rick Maze 

The Defense Department has launched a seven-month 
review of whether the military justice system is fairly 
investigating allegations of death, injury or abuse of civilians 
in war zones at the hands of U.S. forces. 

The aim is not to reopen cases or interfere with pending 
ones, but to determine if the investigative process can be 
improved. 

Defense Secretary Leon Panetta has created a task force 
of legal officers and former military commanders to review 
how allegations of harm to civilians were handled dating back 
to October 2001, when U.S. combat troops initially deployed 
to Afghanistan after the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks. 

"We know that over the last 10 years in Iraq and 
Afghanistan, bad things have happened involving combat 
excesses and innocent civilians in deployed areas," Panetta 
said in a July 30 memo announcing the review. 

"The abuses have been rare among our fighting forces, but 
they became huge flash points that threatened to undermine 
our entire mission and the foundation of our relationship with 
the host government and its people," he said. "For offenses 
that take place in a country in which we operate alongside the 
civilian population, it is critical that our system of military 
justice be efficient, fair, dependable and credible.” 

There have been many examples of tense relations and 
protests over allegations against U.S. troops for abuse, 
casualties and deaths of civilians, but the most notorious was 
the March incident in which 16 Afghans were shot, including 

women and children. An Army staff sergeant has been 
charged with the murders. 

Panetta's order calls for a review of how the military 
justice system worked in cases involving U.S. troops accused 
of death, injury or abuse of non-combatants in Iraq or 
Afghanistan. Friendly fire or collateral casualties during 
lawful combat operations and allegations of abuse of detainees 
are not included. 

Specifically, Panetta has asked the task force to look at 
how allegations are first reported and investigated, including 
the level of cooperation and involvement with host nation 
police and citizens. He wants the panel to focus on the amount 
of command influence involved, whether enough investigative 
resources are available in a combat zone for a fair review, and 
whether the services are cooperating in areas where joint 
forces operate. 

The task force co-chairs are Judith Miller, who served as 
Defense Department general counsel from 1994 until 1999, 
and retired Maj. Gen. Walter Huffman, the Army judge 
advocate general from Aug. 5, 1997, until Sept. 30, 2001. 
Both served before the time frame being investigated. 

Also on the review panel are retired Army Gen. Pete 
Chiarelli, former Army vice chief of staff; and retired Marine 
Lt. Gen. John Sattler, former director of strategic plans and 
policy for the Joint Staff. A draft copy of the task force's 
advice will be submitted to the services for comment before 
Panetta's 210-day deadline. 
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30. Miami Fire Charge May Be Resolved Without Indictment 
(PORTSMOUTH (NH) HERALD 14 AUG 12) 

KITTERY, Maine — The federal case against Casey Fury 
may be resolved without a grand jury indictment, his defense 
attorney said in a document filed Tuesday in U.S. District 
Court. 

Fury is charged with setting the fire that caused $400 
million in damage to the submarine USS Miami while it was 
in dry dock at Portsmouth Naval Shipyard this past May. He's 
also been charged with setting a second fire outside the 
submarine in mid-June. 

According to recent court testimony, Fury admitted to the 
arsons on videotape, and performed a video reenactment of the 
incidents. 

David Beneman of the federal defender's office in 
Portland successfully sought a court order to extend the 
deadline for indictment against his client until Sept. 26. 

In making the request, Beneman stated that he and U.S. 
attorneys “have been meeting ...with an eye toward potential 
resolution without the need for grand jury indictment.” 

Beneman was also seeking additional time to fully brief a 
forensic expert for the defense. 

Fury is charged in federal court. 
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CCOOMMMMEENNTTAARRYY::  
31. Global Business Of Deadly Pirates 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 15 AUG 12) ... Editorial 

The scourge of international piracy - centered in Somalia 
- received one more blow this week in Norfolk, when U.S. 
District Judge Robert Doumar ensured that a pirate negotiator 
will die in an American prison. 

Doumar ordered Mohammad Saali Shibin to serve 12 life 
sentences for his involvement in two hijackings that ended 
with four Americans dead. His attorney protested that Shibin 
hadn't been on the water during the hijackings, but the court 
ruling argues that he's no less culpable. 

"To me, nothing could be more heinous than to take 
unsuspecting people... and just shoot them," Doumar said 
during a hearing Monday. 

International piracy has receded a bit this year, thanks to 
onboard security and naval support, but it remains a real threat 
to shipping off eastern Africa. 

According to the European Union Naval Force, pirates 
currently hold seven vessels and 177 people. According to the 
International Maritime Bureau, there were 189 attacks and 20 
successful hijackings worldwide this year. 

Piracy is big business. The IMB estimates that Somali 
piracy alone cost the world economy $9 billion in 2011; 
shipping companies and others paid more than $160 million in 
ransom. 

As Reuters recently reported, some ransom notes arrive 
on letterhead with elaborate seals from well-organized pirate 
gangs. Shipping companies can buy insurance against pirates. 

But it's also a brutal business. Somali pirates killed 35 
people last year, a significant increase. Hostages were held for 
longer periods, and the brutality of their captors seemed to rise 
with the resulting frustration. 

Shibin was part of that brutality. 
"You had a gun," Doumar said, "you guarded, you were 

there, and you received a substantial amount of money." 
The Somali man has now received a substantial amount of 

time in federal prison. And his compatriots in eastern Africa 
have received a substantial warning about the reach of justice. 
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32. Defending The Littorals: A Key Challenge For U.S. Pacific Strategy 
(AOL DEFENSE 14 AUG 12) ... Robbin Laird 

The Pacific is vast. While some may bridle and note the 
obvious nature of this, this simple fact is often either not 
understood and not reflected upon when strategists consider 
the region's nature. This is not the Mediterranean; this is not 
the Indian Ocean; this is not even the Atlantic. 

The Pacific is nothing like its name –"Pacificum" or 
peaceful in Latin. It is a violent and expansive ocean. 
Rounding the tip of South America. Ferdinand Magellan, in 
perhaps one of the more significant "name branding" mistakes 
in history pronounced the body of water he saw as peaceful. 

The Pacific covers more than one-third of the earth's 
surface, approximately 165 million square kilometers (roughly 
65 million square miles). It extends about 15,000 kilometers 
(9,600 miles). 

A famous World War II typhoon makes that startling 
point. Historians have debated the number of USN Ships sunk 
by Japanese Kamikaze attacks during the war. Their counts 
vary from a low of 34 to a high of 47. A single typhoon on 
December 18, 1944 capsized three destroyers -- the USS 
Spence, USS Hull and the USS Monaghan, with more than 
700 Sailors lost. On top of that, 146 carrier aircraft were 
damaged and struck from the rolls because of damage. 

To give one a sense of how to look at the Pacific 
challenges facing the United States, which has been a Pacific 
power at least from the time of "owning" the Philippines at the 
end of the 19th century, we need to turn the globe. 

From an American perspective, the Pacific begins in the 
Alaska and Arctic and arcs down through Australia. Our 
fiftieth state – Hawaii – sits smack dab in the middle. 

From Seattle to San Diego, many key U.S. cities lie in the 
Pacific Basin. And the economic impact of the Asian 
relationship is evident everywhere in the region. The impact of 
maritime trade is central. And these cities and their ports are 
part of the conveyer belt of goods transferred from Asia to the 
United States and beyond. 

Also underscored are the trade routes for the conveyer 
belt, which follow the Great Circle Route from the Asian ports 
south of Alaska and then down the West Coast of the United 
States. 

The defense of these littorals is a major task and 
challenge. It encompasses looking at the Pacific east of 
Hawaii and examining the scope and nature of littoral 
operations. Maritime trade and commerce is a big part of the 
picture, but one must recognize that such trade and commerce 
largely comes via the Great Circle Route from Asia, then 
south of Alaska and then to America's West Coast ports. 

Defense of the littorals requires working safety and 
security of maritime trade and commerce, managing 
environmental threats and the management of the fisheries and 
building a sound and safe security system end-to-end from 
Asia to the United States. This means that the Ports must be 
safe from the intrusion of terrorist threats or asymmetric 
actions by potential adversaries in the Asian region. 

Safety, security and defense of the littorals lie at the 
center of a sound Pacific strategy. U.S. ships and aircraft 
operating out of the United States need to be free of threats –- 
the Pacific ports are especially challenged and ballistic missile 
threats originating from the Pacific can threaten even 
CONUS-based aircraft. 

The Coast Guard plays a special joint agency role in 
providing for our littoral defense. In that role it is a Title X or 
defense agency in the United States, not simply a homeland 
security agency. 

If you can not protect the entry points into the United 
States, the nation will clearly not have an effective foundation 
for a defense and security strategy in the Pacific. 

Threats are embedded in the normal operations of the 
maritime trade system; managing these threats is a foundation 
element for the defense of the United States in the Pacific. 
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As Vice Admiral Manson Brown, the recently departed 
Coat Guard Pacific commander, underscored in an interview 
last year: 

"Many people believe that we need to be a coastal coast 
guard, focused on the ports, waterways, and coastal 
environment. 

"But the reality is that because our national interests 
extend well beyond our shore, whether it's our vessels, or our 
mariners, or our possessions and our territories, we need to 
have presence well beyond our shores to influence good 
outcomes. 

"As the Pacific Area Commander, I'm also the USCG 
Pacific Fleet Commander. That's a powerful synergy. I'm 
responsible for the close-in game, and I'm responsible for the 
away game. Now the away game has some tangible authorities 
and capabilities, such as fisheries enforcement and search and 
rescue presence," he said. 

At the heart of a strategic rethink in building a U.S. 
Pacific maritime security strategy is coming to terms with the 
differences between these two domains, the security and 
military. The security domain is based on multiple-sum 
actions; military activity is by its very nature rooted in 
unilateral action. If one starts with the military side of the 
equation and then defines the characteristics of a maritime 
security equation the formula is skewed towards unilateral 
action against multiple-sum activity. 

But there is another aspect of change as well. 
Increasingly, the United States is rethinking its overall defense 
policy. A shift is underway toward preparing its forces for 
global operations for conventional engagement in flexible 
conditions. 

Conventional engagement is built on a sliding scale from 
insertion of forces to achieve political effect to the use of high 
intensity sledgehammer capabilities. Policymakers and 
specialists alike increasingly question the utility of high-tech, 
high-intensity warfare capabilities for most conventional 
engagement missions. 

In parallel to the relationship between those two domains 
is the relationship between the Coast Guard and the Navy, 
rooted in a sliding scale on levels of violence. This needs to be 
replaced by a new look, which emphasizes the intersection 
between security operations and conventional engagement, 
with high-intensity capabilities as an escalatory tool. 

To protect the littorals of the United States is a 
foundational element for Pacific defense, and allows the U.S. 

to focus on multiple sum outcomes to enhance defense and 
security, but at the same time it lays a solid foundation for 
moving deeper into the Pacific for military or extended 
security operations when needed. 

A reflection of such an approach is the North Pacific 
Coast Guard Forum. Again one must remember the central 
place the Great Circle Route plays in trans-Pacific shipping 
and the immensity of the Pacific. Given these conditions, the 
Coast Guard has participated in a collaborative security effort 
in the North Pacific designed to enhance littoral protection of 
the United States. 

Among the key participants are the Canadians, Russians, 
the Japanese, the South Koreans and the Chinese. 

Admiral Day, an active participant in the forum during his 
tenure, notes that members have participated in numerous 
exercises and several joint operations. 

But for the United States to play a more effective role in 
defending its own littorals and to be more effective in the kind 
of multi-national collaboration which building Pacific security 
and providing a solid foundation for littoral defense, a key 
element are presence assets. 

"And it's presence, in a competitive sense, because if we 
are not there, someone else will be there, whether it's the 
illegal fishers or whether it's Chinese influence in the region," 
said Vice Adm. Manson Brown. "We need to be very 
concerned about the balance of power in the neighborhood. 

If you look at some of the other players that are operating 
in the neighborhood there is clearly an active power game 
going on. To keep the U.S. presence relevant, the Coast 
Guard's National Security Cutters are a core asset. 

The inability to fund these and the putting in limbo of the 
smaller cutters, the so-called OPCs, or Offshore Patrol Cutters, 
underscores a central question: without effective littoral 
presence (for U.S. shores) how does one do security and 
defense in the Pacific? 

The size and immensity of the Pacific means you operate 
with what you have; you do not have shore infrastructure 
easily at hand to support a ship. Ships need to be big enough 
to have onboard provisions and fuel, as well as aviation assets 
to operate over time and distance. 

In short, providing for littoral defense and security on the 
shores of the United States requires a reaffirmation of the 
Coast Guard's Title X role and ending the logjam of funding 
support for the cutter fleet and the service's aviation assets 
which enable that fleet to have range and reach. 
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33. Conflict With China: What It Would Look Like, How To Avoid It 
(THE DIPLOMAT 14 AUG 12) ... Ambassador James Dobbins 

Since the disappearance of the Soviet Union, China has 
become America’s default adversary, the power against which 
the United States measures itself militarily, at least when there 
is no more proximate enemy in sight. With America’s war in 
Iraq over and the one in Afghanistan winding down, President 
Obama has announced yet another American pivot to Asia, 
with China as the main preoccupation. This raises the question 
of how likely conflict with China is, what it would look like, 
and how it can be avoided. 

Over the next 20 years, China’s GDP and defense budget 
could grow to exceed those of the U.S., allowing it to become 
a true peer competitor. Despite this potential, China’s security 

interests and military capabilities will likely remain focused 
on its immediate periphery. Possible conflicts might arise 
there involving Korea, Taiwan, one or more countries of 
Southeast Asia, or India, more or less in that descending order 
of probability. A U.S.-China conflict might also start in—and 
perhaps be entirely confined to—cyber-space. Armed conflict 
between the United States and China is not probable in any of 
these instances, but that judgment is based on an assessment 
that the United States will retain the capacity to deter the type 
of behavior that would lead to such a clash. 

While China’s overall military capabilities will not equal 
those of the United States anytime soon, it will more quickly 
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achieve local superiority in its immediate neighborhood, first 
in and around Taiwan and then at somewhat greater distances. 
In consequence, the direct defense of contested assets in that 
region will become progressively more difficult, eventually 
approaching impossible. The United States will therefore 
become increasingly dependent on escalatory options for 
defense and retaliatory capabilities for deterrence. American 
nuclear superiority is not likely to be much help in this regard, 
both because China will retain a second-strike capability and 
because the issues at stake in most potential crises are not of 
vital consequence to the United States. Conflict is likely to 
escalate into the cyber and economic realms. In both cases, 
U.S. vulnerabilities are such as to make this unattractively 
costly. Conventional strikes on mainland Chinese military 
targets may be the best escalatory option, but there is little 
reason to be confident that conflict could be so confined. 

One means of improving the prospects for direct defense 
and reducing the risk of escalation is for the United States to 
enable the capabilities and buttress the resolve of China’s 
neighbors. Such a strategy should not be—or be seen—as a 
U.S. attempt to encircle or align the region against China, lest 
it produce greater Chinese hostility. Indeed, a parallel effort 
should be made to draw China into cooperative security 
endeavors, not only to avoid the appearance of an anti-China 
coalition but also to obtain greater contributions to 
international security from the world’s second-strongest 
power. 

The economic consequences of a Sino-American conflict 
could be historically unparalleled, even if both sides avoid 
economic warfare. This is a powerful mutual deterrent, one 
marginally in the American favor at present. Strengthening the 
U.S. economy is the best way of ensuring that the balance of 
interdependence and of the associated deterrence does not 
shift dangerously against the United States over the next 
several decades. 

While the risk of conflict with China cannot be ignored, 
neither should it be exaggerated. Any numbers of other 
conflicts are more likely. These more likely conflicts will be 
with opponents quite different from China and will call for 
capabilities quite dissimilar from those required to deal with a 
real peer competitor. Individually, these contingencies will be 
less consequential than a conflict with China, but collectively 
they will shape the international environment in which both 
countries interact and fundamentally influence Chinese 
perceptions of U.S. power and determination. 

James Dobbins directs the International Security and 
Defense Policy Center at the nonprofit, nonpartisan RAND 
Corporation. He Is a former United States Ambassador to the 
European Union (1991–93) and Assistant Secretary of State 
for European Affairs (2001).This article is adapted from the 
RAND study “Conflict with China: Prospects, Consequences 
and Strategies for Deterrence” by James Dobbins, David C. 
Gompert, David A. Shlapak and Andrew Scobell. 
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34. Commanding Officers And Personal Misconduct 
(INFORMATION DISSEMINATION 14 AUG 12) ... Raymond Pritchett 

This is written by Captain Mark Light in the Summer 
2012 Naval War College Review: The Navy's Moral Compass 
Commanding Officer's and Personal Misconduct (PDF). 

The U.S. Navy has an integrity problem in the ranks of 
its commanding officers (COs). Consider these headlines: 
“Cruiser CO Relieved for ‘Cruelty.’” “CO Fired, Charged 
with Solicitation.” “CO of Attack Sub Fired for 
‘Drunkenness.’” These are just a few cases in a recent 
deluge of early reliefs of “skippers.” In 2010, twenty-three 
Navy COs were relieved of command and “detached for 
cause,” an enormous increase over previous years. The 
trend continues: twentyone commanding officers were 
fired in 2011 as of the end of October. Even more 
worrisome is the fact that a large and increasing 
percentage of those dismissals are due to personal 
misconduct, such as sexual harassment, drunkenness, and 
fraternization. Although (as far as we can tell) over 97 
percent of the Navy’s commanding officers conduct 
themselves honorably, the increasing number of those who 
do not raises concerns that the Navy must address. Alarms 
should be sounding at the highest levels of Navy 
leadership, but a review of recent literature reveals only a 
trickle of discussion on the subject of personal misconduct 
by military commanders. Instead of calling the service to 
action, a Navy spokesman said in January 2011 that there 
was “no indication that the reliefs are the result of any 
systemic problem.” 

This was one of many paragraphs that asks good 
questions. 

Fundamental problems with today’s fitness report 
system in identifying behavioral shortcomings are its lack 
of explicit evaluation with respect to ethical standards, the 
tendency of senior officers to reward mission 
accomplishment and performance regardless of personal 
failures, and the fact that all officers from ensign to 
captain are evaluated on the same criteria. The fitness 
report grades seven quantitative performance traits: 
“Professional Expertise,” “Command or Organizational 
Climate/Equal Opportunity,” “Military 
Bearing/Character,” “Teamwork,” “Mission 
Accomplishment and Initiative,” “Leadership,” and 
“Tactical Performance.” Military bearing is the trait 
widely considered to be the category for documenting 
issues concerning physical fitness and body composition 
(i.e., body-mass index), although by regulation (and as 
indicated on the form itself) it also includes character, 
appearance, demeanor, conduct, physical standards, and 
adherence to Navy core values. The core values include 
honor, and honor (as the admiral quoted above noted) 
implies integrity. But should we have to dig three levels to 
evaluate integrity, and should it be masked in the block 
regarded as concerning physical fitness? Not if we think it 
is important. In comparison, the Army’s Officer Evaluation 
Report requires input on all seven of the service’s core 
values as part of the character evaluation of the officer, 
including integrity and selfless service. Such specific 
evaluation of character is required to emphasize the 
priorities we desire in commanding officers. 
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When 97% of the Navy's commanding officers are 
conducting themselves honorably, does the Navy really need a 
new conduct cop measurement system that applies an ethical 
and moral standard towards character evaluation that isn't 
already present today? Obviously everything can be improved, 
but the question I have is whether anything is actually broken 
at all? When a Commanding Officer gets fired for personal 
misconduct, isn't that representative of the Navy having the 
right policy in place, a policy that appears to function 
properly? 

In my opinion the evidence of a high standard for 
Command in the Navy is evident with each new examples by 
which a Commanding Officer is fired - a process that tends to 
demonstrate a remarkably high level of transparency btw. I 
can't remember the last time someone was fired and the cause 
was questionable. Captain Owen Honors tried to play the role 
of the martyr, but it was blatantly obvious to everyone except 
apparently Captain Honors that he did not demonstrate a 
professional standard that would be acceptable by 

professionals in private industry, much less a public service 
profession that demands higher standards like the U.S. Navy. 

So 3% of Commanding Officers fail to maintain the very 
high personal conduct standard of the U.S. Navy. Am I the 
only one who looks at that number and thinks "wow, that's 
all?" I know one thing, the percentage of personal misconduct 
problems commonplace at the higher management levels of 
American business in society is higher than 3%, particularly in 
jobs where lots of travel and time away from family is 
involved. 

Sorry, but the statistics in the article suggest to me the 
Navy's current system of evaluating personal misconduct is 
pretty good, and is pretty effective. It also suggests to me the 
Navy's evaluation of people is really good, because in any 
other industry that number would normally be much higher. 

I thought this was a very interesting paper to read. Well 
done to Captain Mark Light for taking on a tough topic and 
asking good questions. 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Naming Of Navy Ships Returns To Tradition 
Recent choices drew criticism 
(WASHINGTON TIMES 14 FEB 12) ... Rowan Scarborough 

Navy Secretary Ray Mabus, under fire from Congress and veterans for naming ships after fellow Democrats and social activists, 
plans to announce another round of ship names in the near future that will be more traditional, a Pentagon official tells The 
Washington Times. 

 
2. Iranian Patrol Boats Shadow U.S. Aircraft Carrier As It Passes Through Strait Of Hormuz 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 14 FEB 12) 

ABOARD THE USS ABRAHAM LINCOLN — Iranian patrol boats and aircraft shadowed a U.S. aircraft carrier strike group as 
it transited the Strait of Hormuz on Tuesday. 

 
3. Panetta: Little Room For Changes In DoD Budget 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 14 FEB 12) ... Lolita C. Baldor 

WASHINGTON — Defense Secretary Leon Panetta and the nation's top military leader on Tuesday defended the Pentagon's 
slimmed-down, $614 billion budget and told lawmakers it's time to show Congress is serious about reducing the deficit. 

 
4. Obama Defense Budget Advocated 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 15 FEB 12) ... Donna Cassata 

WASHINGTON -- Brushing aside congressional opposition, Defense Secretary Leon Panetta and the nation's top military leader 
insisted on Tuesday that President Barack Obama's trimmer, $614 billion defense budget will ensure the U.S. advantage worldwide 
with acceptable risks to the force and missions. 

 

CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
5. On Board U.S. Carrier As It Sails Through Strait Of Hormuz 
(BBC 14 FEB 12) 

The BBC's Jonathan Beale reports from on board the American aircraft carrier which has sailed through the Strait of Hormuz for 
the second time in a month, amid tensions between Iran and the U.S. 

 
6. U.S. Court Dismisses Puerto Ricans' Suit Over Arms Testing 
(REUTERS 14 FEB 12) ... Terry Baynes 

Puerto Rican residents lost a bid on Tuesday to force the U.S. government to recognize the health effects on the local population 
of testing of weapons and experimenting with chemicals on the island of Vieques for decades. 

 
7. USS Bonhomme Richard Deploys To Japan 
Crew to switch places with USS Essex 
(10 NEWS CBS SAN DIEGO 14 FEB 12) 

SAN DIEGO -- The amphibious assault ship USS Bonhomme Richard left its home port of San Diego for its new base in Japan. 
 

8. HSV2 Swift Visits GTMO To Load Operation Handclasp Supplies 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 14 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Justin Ailes Naval Station Guantanamo Bay, Cuba 
Public Affairs  

GUANTANAMO BAY, Cuba -- High Speed Vessel Swift (HSV) 2 arrived at Naval Station (NS) Guantanamo Bay, Cuba to 
receive supplies in support of Operation Handclasp, Feb. 14.  
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9. Portsmouth Naval Shipyard Touts Speedy Submarine Fix 
(FOSTER’S DAILY DEMOCRAT (PORTSMOUTH) 15 FEB 12) ... Jim Haddadin 

PORTSMOUTH — Workers at the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard completed repairs on a nuclear submarine ahead of schedule this 
month, according to a shipyard spokesperson, allowing the vessel to return to service earlier than expected.  

 

GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
10. Panetta: No Decision Yet From Israel On Iran 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 14 FEB 12) 

WASHINGTON — Defense Secretary Leon Panetta said Tuesday he does not think Israel has made a decision to launch a 
military strike on Iran to thwart its nuclear ambitions. 

 
11. Dempsey Urges Egypt To Resolve Dispute With U.S. 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 14 FEB 12) ... Donna Cassata 

WASHINGTON — The nation’s top military leader said Tuesday that he pleaded with Egypt’s ruling generals to resolve the 
crisis with Washington over the crackdown on American nonprofit groups that promote democracy in the Middle East, warning that 
the simmering dispute threatens billions in U.S. aid and the relationship between the two nations. 

 
12. As Xi Visits, U.S. Urges More Open Chinese Military 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 14 FEB 12) 

WASHINGTON — U.S. Defense Secretary Leon Panetta called for more “transparency” from China’s military and expanding 
security ties between the two powers as he hosted leader-in-waiting Xi Jinping on Feb. 14. 

 
13. New China Landing Vessels Point To Pacific Rivalry 
(REUTERS 14 FEB 12) ... David Lague 

HONG KONG -- As looming budget cuts force the Pentagon to plan for a smaller U.S. navy, China is accelerating the launch of 
new, increasingly capable warships as part of a sustained drive to become a major maritime power. 

 
14. China Defense Budget To Double Over 5 Years: IHS 
(DEFENSE NEWS 14 FEB 12) 

SINGAPORE — China’s defense budget will double between 2011 and 2015 and outstrip the combined spending of all other key 
defense markets in the Asia-Pacific region, global research group IHS said Feb. 14. 

 
15. Navy Finishes Successful Missile Launching 
(FINANCIAL EXPRESS (BANGLADESH) 15 FEB 12) 

Bangladesh Navy concluded its Annual Sea Exercise titled "Exercise Sea Thunder 2012" through successful launching of a 
Missile in the Bay of Bengal today, said a handout, reports BSS. 

 
16. IDAS Submarine Launched Surface To Air Missile System 
(DEFENSE UPDATE 14 FEB 12) 

Diehl Defense from Germany is back at the Singapore Airshow promoting a number of defense systems which are of high value 
to customers in Asia. 

 
17. U.S. Steps Up Watch Of Syria Chemical Weapons 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 15 FEB 12) ... Adam Entous and Jay Solomon 

WASHINGTON—The U.S. and some Mideast allies are intensifying surveillance of Syria's chemical and biological depots amid 
fears that the weapons could go loose if unrest escalates out of control. 

 
18. Pakistan OKs NATO To Ship Food To Afghanistan 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 14 FEB 12) ... Zarar Khan  

ISLAMABAD — Pakistan announced Tuesday that it has temporarily allowed NATO to ship perishable food to its troops in 
Afghanistan, a sign of thawing tensions following American airstrikes last year that accidentally killed 24 Pakistani soldiers. 

 
19. Violence Against Shippers New Norm Off West Africa 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 14 FEB 12) 

LAGOS, Nigeria  – The waters off West Africa's coast are now a constant danger for those shipping goods and crude oil in the 
region, analysts said Tuesday, a day after pirates killed two Sailors near Nigeria's coast. 
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20. Australian Warship Seizes 240kg Of Drugs 
(HERALD SUN (AUSTRALIA) 14 FEB 12) 

The crew of an Australian warship has seized and destroyed more than 240 kilograms of heroin and amphetamines found aboard a 
ship that was intercepted in the North Arabian Sea.  

 
21. Navy Messes With Tradition By Cutting Officer Segregation 
(THE TELEGRAPH (AUSTRALIA) 15 FEB 12) ... Ian McPhedran 

The officers' mess, that military sanctuary where senior personnel can unwind with comrades, is to be sacrificed as part of a Navy 
cost-cutting plan.  

 
22. Canada Submarine Fleet: Peter MacKay Cites 'Spotty' History 
(HUFFINGTON POST CANADA 14 FEB 12) 

Canada's submarine fleet has a "spotty" history and while HMCS Corner Brook's crash was "unfortunate," no one was in danger 
and the damage will be repaired, Defence Minister Peter MacKay said Tuesday. 

 

PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
23. Transition Benefits: NPC Officials To Discuss Post-ERB Matters In The Pacific Northwest 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 14 FEB 12) ... Navy Personnel Command Public Affairs 

MILLINGTON, Tenn. -- The Navy Personnel Command (NPC) fleet engagement team is scheduled to meet with Sailors, families 
and leadership in the Pacific Northwest Feb. 21-23 to discuss post-Enlisted Retention Board (ERB) matters and transition benefits, 
officials said Feb. 14. 

 
24. Navy Releases FY12 Continuation Board Results to Sailors 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 14 FEB 12) ... Navy Personnel Command Public Affairs 

MILLINGTON, Tenn. -- Results from the Fiscal Year (FY) 2012 performance-based board for continuation of senior enlisted 
(SECB) were posted in Bupers Online (BOL) for individual Sailors access, according to NAVADMIN 054/12, released Feb. 14.  

 
25. FY12 Aviation Officer Bonus Rates Released 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 14 FEB 12) ... Navy Personnel Command Public Affairs 

MILLINGTON, Tenn. -- Adjustments to the active duty and full time support (FTS) Aviation Career Continuation Pay (ACCP) 
program were announced via Navy messages, Feb. 14. 

 
26. Five Things Every Sailor Should Know About Absentee Ballots And Voting  
(NAVY TIMES 20 FEB 12) ... Brian Everstine 

Election Day is not until Nov. 6, but the Defense Department and the services are spreading the word early to make sure troops 
are registered and have the information they need to vote. 

 
27. Rule Change Boosts Home Schoolers’ Enlistment Chance 
(NAVY TIMES 20 FEB 12) ... Andrew Tilghman  

Prospective military recruits who finish high school through home schooling or online programs will soon have a better chance of 
enlisting. 

 
28. Dempsey: I Would Pay More For Health Care 
(NAVY TIMES 14 FEB 12) ... Patricia Kime  

The chairman of the Joint Chiefs told Congress on Tuesday he would willingly pay more for health care in retirement than the 
rate structure currently enjoyed by military retirees. 

 
29. 9 Flag Officer Assignments Announced 
(NAVY TIMES 14 FEB 12) 

Navy Secretary Ray Mabus and Chief of Naval Operations Adm. Jon Greenert announced the following flag assignments 
Tuesday: 

 
30. 2nd Recruit Dies At Great Lakes In Several Weeks 
(CHICAGO TRIBUNE 14 FEB 12) ... John Keilman 

A naval recruit who aspired to be a military police officer died Friday of causes related to pneumonia, marking the second recruit 
death in a month at Naval Station Great Lakes. 
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FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
31. Hampton Roads Officials Applaud Defense Plans 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 15 FEB 12) ... Bill Bartel 

WASHINGTON -- Members of Hampton Roads' congressional delegation generally were pleased with parts of the Obama 
administration's defense budget proposal that focus on continued funding for shipbuilding and ship repair and keeping intact the 
Norfolk-based fleet of five aircraft carriers. 

 
32. International F-35 Sales Vital To Cost Stability: DoD 
(DEFENSE NEWS 14 FEB 12) ... Marcus Weisgerber 

The U.S. Defense Department is banking on international sales of the Lockheed Martin F-35 Joint Strike Fighter over the next 
five years to keep the program cost stable, according to a senior Pentagon official. 

 
33. ONR Global Taking Off For Singapore Air Show 2012 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 14 FEB 12) ... Tina Bacas Gibson, Office of Naval Research  

ARLINGTON, Va. -- The Office of Naval Research (ONR) Global is showcasing unmanned systems Feb. 14-19 at the 2012 
Singapore Air Show, the largest air show in Asia and one of the top three aerospace and defense events on the global industry 
calendar. 

 
34. Navy Starts Countdown For Launch Of First MUOS Satellite  
Warfighters won’t gain benefits until next year 
(DEFENSE SYSTEMS 13 FEB 12) ... Terry Costlow 

With the launch its first Mobile User Objective System (MUOS) satellite set for the evening of Feb. 16, the Navy is highlighting 
that ability to provide a tenfold increase in bandwidth and the ability to communicate with warfighters on the move. However, those 
capabilities won’t begin until the launch of a second MUOS satellite, now set for summer 2013. 

 
35. Navy Reservist Gives Insight Into Fire Scout Deployment 
(BAYNET (MD) 15 FEB 12) 

After a challenging nine months fielding a new unmanned system in Afghanistan, a Navy reservist recently visited Patuxent River 
to share his deployment experience before returning to civilian life in his North Carolina hometown. 

 
36. U.S. Navy Scouts JCU For Biofuels 
(ABC.NET BRISBANE 15 FEB 12) ... Paula Tapiolas  

James Cook University has showcased its biofuels site to officials from the U.S. Navy. The U.S. naval delegation toured 
Queensland earlier this month, inspecting bioenergy projects. This follows Premier Anna Bligh's announcement that Queensland 
researchers are preparing to make a bid to supply the U.S. Navy with biofuels for ships and planes.  

 

BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
37. News Of New Destroyers For Everett Base Shows Navy’s Commitment 
Addition of three destroyers erases fears of possibly losing base 
(THE HERALD (WA) 14 FEB 12) ... Gale Fiege 

EVERETT -- At a time when the federal government plans to cut defense spending, the presence of the Navy in Snohomish 
County is certain for now with the announcement Tuesday that more destroyer warships are coming to Everett. 

 
38. Lawmakers Determined To Defend Portsmouth Naval Shipyard 
(SEACOAST ONLINE 14 FEB 12) ... Danielle Ryan 

WASHINGTON — Sen. Jeanne Shaheen, D-N.H., Tuesday called on Defense Secretary Leon Panetta to provide Congress with a 
“comprehensive assessment of the savings” achieved during the most recent Base Realignment and Closure round in 2005.  

 
39. Navy Moving Hospital Ship Comfort To Virginia 
Fixture of Baltimore waterfront to set sail in 2013 
(BALTIMORE SUN 14 FEB 12) ... Matthew Hay Brown and Steve Kilar 

WASHINGTON — The USNS Comfort, the white-hulled hospital ship that has been a fixture of the Baltimore waterfront for a 
quarter-century, is moving next year to Norfolk, Va., the Navy announced Tuesday. 

 
40. Bigger, Better Aircraft Carrier Pier Completed 
(KITSAP SUN 14 FEB 12) 

BREMERTON — Navy officials and U.S. Rep. Norm Dicks celebrated the completion of a $124.5 million aircraft carrier pier 
Monday at Naval Base Kitsap. 
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41. Army Corps Seeks Comments On Proposed Navy Wharf  
(KITSAP SUN 14 FEB 12) 

BANGOR — The Army Corps of Engineers and Washington Department of Ecology are seeking comments on an application 
from the Navy to build and operate a second explosives handling wharf at Naval Base Kitsap-Bangor. 

 
42. Obama's Budget Contains $106.4 Million For GWA; What's It For?  
(PACIFIC NEWS CENTER 15 FEB 12) ... Kevin Kerrigan 

Guam - Buried in President Obama's proposed 2013 Budget is a request for $106.4 million dollars for Guam water and 
wastewater infrastructure.  

 
43. Amid Image Of Ire Toward U.S. Bases, Okinawans’ True Views Vary 
(NEW YORK TIMES 15 FEB 12) ... Martin Fackler 

HENOKO, Japan — At first glance, this tiny fishing village can appear a hotbed of the sort of Okinawan anger that has damaged 
America’s ties with Japan. Near Henoko’s docks, demonstrators in tents recently marked the 2,850th day of their vigil against 
construction of a United States Marine airfield. 

 
44. Rare Chance To Visit Battleship In Bay Area 
(CONTRA COSTA TIMES (CA) 14 FEB 12) ... Thomas Peele 

RICHMOND -- All day people climbed the steep gangway to board the USS Iowa and hear 87-year-old John Wolfinbarger tell 
stories about serving on the battleship during World War II. 

 
45. Update On Sale Of Naval Station Ingleside 
(KIII TV (TX) 14 FEB 12) 

CORPUS CHRISTI  - The latest efforts to sell and re-develop the Port-owned property that used to be Naval Station Ingleside is 
at the top of the headlines. 

 

NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
46. Senate Committee Debates Defense Budget 
(CNN 14 FEB 12) ... Larry Shaughnessy 

Washington -- Some of the Senate's big guns opened fire Tuesday on the new defense budget request, calling it "unacceptable" 
and saying they were "seriously concerned." 

 
47. Honoring America's First Black Marines 
They faced racism and the enemy. Soon, they will receive a top honor. 
(PHILADELPHIA INQUIRER 15 FEB 12) ... Vernon Clark 

At boot camp, they endured snakes, mosquitoes, substandard housing, and intense physical training. 
 

48. Choosing Troops To Attend Iraq War Dinner No Easy Task 
(USA TODAY 15 FEB 12) ... Gregg Zoroya 

Over the course of a few days this month, the Pentagon hand-picked 64 troops as stand-ins for the 1.5 million Americans who 
fought in Iraq to attend a formal White House dinner Feb. 29 officially honoring service and sacrifice in the nine-year war. 

 
49. Shipping Pets During PCS Could Cost Nearly $4,000 Under New Rule 
(STARS AND STRIPES 14 FEB 12) ... Travis J. Tritten 

CAMP FOSTER, Okinawa — Many servicemembers flying internationally on official orders could face steep fare increases for 
pets beginning next month, when a top military-contracted air carrier changes its baggage policies. 

 
50. Sailor From Iconic Life Photo Visits League City 
(DAILY NEWS (GALVESTON, TX) 14 FEB 12) ... Christopher Smith Gonzalez 

LEAGUE CITY — It’s become on iconic picture. A Navy Sailor all in blue locked in a passionate kiss with a nurse dressed in 
white in New York’s Times Square. 

 
51. U.S. Seeks More Marines In Asia By Rotation: Panetta 
(YONHAP NEWS AGENCY 14 FEB 12) ... Lee Chi-dong, Yonhap 

WASHINGTON -- The United States plans to expand the presence of its Marines in Asia in tandem with diplomatic initiatives 
towards the increasingly important region, Secretary of Defense Leon Panetta said Tuesday. 
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52. Navy Bomb School Ordered By Admiral To Remove Motto Of ‘Initial Success Or Total Failure’ 
(WASHINGTON POST 14 FEB 12) 

PENSACOLA, Fla. — The school where bomb technicians from all branches of the U.S. military learn their craft has been 
ordered to remove the unofficial motto “Initial Success or Total Failure” from its classroom walls. 

 

OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
53. The New China Will Test The U.S. 
(LOS ANGELES TIMES 15 FEB 12) ... Nina Hachigian 

The palace intrigue surrounding the shape of China's next leadership is thick. Rumors abound about who's up, who's down and 
who's out. What is fairly certain is that Vice President Xi Jinping, who arrives Thursday in Los Angeles for a visit, will become 
general secretary of the Communist Party in November and China's next president in March 2013. 

 
54. End Separation Payback  
(NAVY TIMES 20 FEB 12) ... Editorial 

Active duty service members whose careers are prematurely cut short by force cuts typically earn separation pay. 
 

55. Navy: Out To Sea 
(RICHMOND TIMES-DISPATCH 15 FEB 12) 

An aircraft carrier will not be moving from its homeport in Hampton Roads to Florida. President Obama's budget does not include 
funds for the shift. 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Naming Of Navy Ships Returns To Tradition 
Recent choices drew criticism 
(WASHINGTON TIMES 14 FEB 12) ... Rowan Scarborough 

Navy Secretary Ray Mabus, under fire from Congress and 
veterans for naming ships after fellow Democrats and social 
activists, plans to announce another round of ship names in the 
near future that will be more traditional, a Pentagon official 
tells The Washington Times. 

The official said Mr. Mabus has chosen names for five 
surface ships - three for war heroes and two for locations. 
Ships typically are named after states and cities. 

“I think they would be more consistent with what most 
people would say traditions and naming conventions are,” the 
official said. 

Asked whether this was a response to criticism, the 
official said: “It isn’t. I think if you look at these five 
additional ships, I think you’ll see examples that are very 
traditional.” The official said three ships would be named after 
highly decorated Navy or Marine Corps personnel. 

Mr. Mabus, a former Mississippi governor, broke with 
Navy conventions in the past three years when he named an 
amphibious ship, two cargo ships and a littoral combat ship 
after two social activists and two fellow Democrats. 

“The Navy’s ship-naming process remains the subject of 
criticism based on several recent decisions,” Rep. Duncan 
Hunter, California Republican, wrote to Mr. Mabus on 
Tuesday. He said there are still opportunities “for the Navy to 
show its intent to uphold the integrity and tradition of this 
process.” 

Mr. Hunter, who fought in Afghanistan and Iraq as a 
Marine Corps officer, renewed his recommendation that the 
Navy name a ship after a war hero, the late Marine Sgt. Rafael 
Peralta. 

Sgt. Peralta received the Navy Cross for valor in 
smothering the blast of a grenade with his body during a 2004 
raid in Fallujah, Iraq. Congress‘ 2012 budget bill urged the 
Navy to name a ship after him. 

For years, Congress has taken a keen interest in ship-
naming, an honor that travels in deployments around the world 
and sometimes into battle. The power to name ships resides 
solely with the Navy secretary. 

“There have been exceptions to the Navy’s ship-naming 
rules, particularly for the purpose of naming a ship for a 
person when the rule for that type of ship would have called 
for it to be named for something else,” according to a 
Congressional Research Service report in March. 

“Some observers in recent years have perceived a 
breakdown in, or corruption of, the rules for naming Navy 
ships.” 

Lawmakers have begun to closely monitor Mr. Mabus‘ 
choice of names. 

In December, senators added language to the defense 
budget bill that directs the defense secretary to submit a report 
to Congress on the process it uses for naming ships. The bill 
asks whether the Navy has detoured from historical practices 
and, if so, why. 

“There have been a number of controversial ship-namings 
recently, and one way to deal with that is to have more input 
and to think more clearly about who we are going to name 

Navy vessels after,” said Sen. Roy Blunt, Missouri 
Republican. 

A spokeswoman for Mr. Mabus defended his selections. 
“The secretary of the Navy’s office receives hundreds of 

letters and suggestions each year from citizens, military 
retirees, members of Congress, industry and others 
recommending names for U.S. Navy ships,” Capt. Pamela 
Kunze said. 

“The Navy appreciates the interest of all who participate 
in the ship-naming process, and all inputs are given careful 
consideration. Naming ships after people or places which 
represent the American spirit or the tremendous dedication 
and sacrifice made by those in and out of uniform is an honor 
and a privilege which is taken very seriously. 

“Throughout the 200 years secretaries of the Navy have 
been naming ships, there have always been exceptions to 
naming conventions for various ship classes. Generally 
speaking, names are chosen to honor individuals who have 
displayed uncommon commitment, service or courage, or to 
recognize geographic locations or traits representative of 
American values.” 

Mr. Mabus has drawn criticism in the namings of three 
ships. 

He named a San Diego-class amphibious docking ship, 
one used principally by Marines, after the late Rep. John P. 
Murtha, Pennsylvania Democrat. The previous nine ships in 
that class had been named after U.S. cities, a park and a 
county. 

The naming angered members of the Marine community, 
who noted that Mr. Murtha had declared that Marines killed 
civilians “in cold blood” in the Iraqi village of Haditha in 
2005. At the time, the Marines involved in the raid had not 
been put on trial. Only one Marine was convicted - on a 
charge of dereliction of duty. 

The Navy noted Mr. Murtha’s service as a Marine in 
Vietnam and his support in the House to fund the armed 
forces. 

Mr. Mabus named one combat logistics force supply ship 
after civil rights leader Medgar Evers and a second one after 
leftist farmworker organizer Cesar Chavez. 

Until that point, the Lewis and Clark-class dry cargo ships 
had been named for famous explorers or people who made 
significant contributions to the armed forces. 

Chavez served briefly in the Navy after World War II. A 
biographer wrote that he considered it the worst time of his 
life. 

Critics said there were better choices if the Navy wanted 
to honor a Hispanic. 

“The one that got the most attention from people who 
couldn’t really quite figure out whether that was the 
appropriate thing to do or even related much to the military 
was the Cesar Chavez and the Jack Murtha,” Mr. Blunt told 
reporters. “People in the Chavez case could not figure out the 
linkage.” 

Last week, Mr. Mabus named a littoral combat ship after 
former Rep. Gabrielle Giffords, Arizona Democrat. 
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Ms. Giffords was seriously wounded in a January 2011 
assassination attempt and retired from Congress last month to 
focus on her rehabilitation. She served on the House Armed 
Services Committee. 

Until the Giffords naming, all Freedom- and 
Independence-class littoral combat ships had been named after 
U.S. cities. 

Some retired Navy officers posted criticism of the 
Giffords naming on social media and online alumni sites. 

“Not to be mean, but what did this lady do or accomplish 
except to survive a shooting?” wrote one Naval Academy 
graduate. “Don’t we have Medal of Honor recipients who 
deserve this honor a thousand times more?” 

There have been ship-naming departures in the past. 

In the last month of the George W. Bush administration, 
the Navy named a Virginia-class submarine, which until that 
time had been named after states, in honor of former Sen. John 
W. Warner, Virginia Republican. 

Mr. Warner was a World War II Marine who later served 
as Navy secretary as well as ranking member and chairman of 
the Senate Armed Services Committee. 

Said Joe Kasper, Mr. Hunter’s spokesman: “There is no 
shortage of military heroes to pick from, but only the Navy 
can explain its process and why they are going out of their 
way to exclude Peralta and so many others who deserve the 
honor.” 

 

Return to Index 
 

2. Iranian Patrol Boats Shadow U.S. Aircraft Carrier As It Passes Through Strait Of Hormuz 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 14 FEB 12) 

ABOARD THE USS ABRAHAM LINCOLN — Iranian 
patrol boats and aircraft shadowed a U.S. aircraft carrier strike 
group as it transited the Strait of Hormuz on Tuesday. 

The passage ended a Gulf mission that displayed Western 
naval power amid heightened tensions with Tehran, which has 
threatened to choke off vital oil shipping lanes. 

Although U.S. warships have passed through the strait for 
decades, the trip comes during an escalating showdown 
between Iran and the West over the Islamic Republic’s nuclear 
program. The last time an American carrier left the Gulf — 
the USS John C. Stennis in late December — Iran’s army 
chief warned the U.S. it should never return. 

The Lincoln was the centerpiece of a flotilla that entered 
the Gulf last month along with British and French warships in 
a display of Western unity against Iranian threats. There was 
no immediate comment by Iran about the Lincoln’s departure. 

Iran’s Revolutionary Guard has said it plans its own naval 
exercises near the strait, the route for a fifth of the world’s oil 
supply. But Iran’s military has made no attempts to disrupt oil 
tanker traffic — which the U.S. and allies have said would 
bring a swift response. 

Two American warships, one in front and one in the rear, 
escorted the Abraham Lincoln on its midday journey through 
the strait and into the Arabian Sea after nearly three weeks in 
the Gulf, which is frequently visited by U.S. warships and 
includes the headquarters of the U.S. 5th Fleet in Bahrain. The 
strait is only about 30 miles (50 kilometers) across at its 
narrowest point. 

On one side, the barren, fjord-like mountains of Oman 
were visible through the haze. Iran’s coast was just beyond the 
horizon on the other side of the ship, but too far away to be 
seen. 

Gunners in red jerseys manned the 50-caliber machine 
guns as the ships moved out of the Gulf. An Iranian patrol 
boat pulled nearby. 

Later, just after the Lincoln rounded the “knuckle” — the 
nub of Oman jutting out at the southern end of the strait — an 
Iranian patrol plane buzzed overhead. Another patrol boat was 
waiting further down the coast, said Rear Adm. Troy 
Shoemaker, commander of the Abraham Lincoln Carrier 
Strike Force. 

Besides Iran’s regular patrol boats, the Revolutionary 
Guard operates a large number of small, fast-attack boats. 

Some are armed with only a machine gun, while others also 
carry anti-ship missiles. They can be difficult to spot because 
they resemble the swift-moving smuggling boats that ply the 
strait. 

Shoemaker said none of those fast boats appeared 
Tuesday, likely deterred by the rough seas. 

He predicted before the transit that the Iranians would 
likely keep a close eye on the Lincoln throughout its passage, 
including with ground-based radars. He wasn’t surprised by 
the attention from Iranian forces. 

“We would do the same things off the coast of the United 
States ... It’s more than reasonable. We’re operating in their 
backyard,” he said. “We’ve been doing it for years.” 

Several U.S. choppers flanked the carrier group 
throughout the transit, watching out for potentially hostile 
vessels and relaying real-time pictures back to the Lincoln’s 
crew. 

Dozens of F/A-18 strike fighters and other planes in 
Lincoln’s embarked air wing sat parked silently on deck 
throughout the trip. Today was a no-fly day for their crews, 
though some fighters were prepped and armed, ready to 
launch in as little as 15 minutes should things go wrong. 

Officers on board were eager to describe the transit, in 
which the Lincoln was accompanied by the cruiser USS Cape 
St. George and destroyer USS Sterett, as a routine maneuver 
despite the growing speculation that Israel could launch a 
military strike against Iran’s nuclear program. 

The U.S. and allies fear Iran’s uranium enrichment 
program could eventually lead to the production of weapons-
grade nuclear material. Iran claims it only seeks reactors for 
energy and medical research. 

“I wouldn’t characterize ... us going through the strait as: 
‘Hey, this is a huge show of force, we’re coming through.’ It’s 
an international strait to transit. We’re going from one body of 
water to the other,” said Capt. John Alexander, the Lincoln’s 
commanding officer, as preparations for the trip got under way 
late Monday. 

The Lincoln is expected to provide air support for the 
NATO mission in Afghanistan starting Thursday. Navy brass 
in the Gulf say another American carrier is due back through 
the strait soon, but gave no firm timetables. 
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3. Panetta: Little Room For Changes In DoD Budget 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 14 FEB 12) ... Lolita C. Baldor 

WASHINGTON — Defense Secretary Leon Panetta and 
the nation's top military leader on Tuesday defended the 
Pentagon's slimmed-down, $614 billion budget and told 
lawmakers it's time to show Congress is serious about 
reducing the deficit. 

Testifying before the Senate Armed Services Committee, 
Panetta warned lawmakers that budget cuts will hit all 50 
states, but he says the reductions have been carefully planned 
and there is little room for changes. 

Army Gen. Martin Dempsey, the chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, said the budget tradeoffs were tough and 
complex, but they will produce the savings mandated by the 
$487 billion in reductions over a decade the President Barack 
Obama and congressional Republicans agreed to last summer. 

"They will not lead to a military in decline," Dempsey 
said. "Rather, this budget will maintain our military's decisive 
edge and help sustain America's global leadership." 

The testimony immediately met resistance from members 
of the committee. Sen. Carl Levin, D-Mich., the panel's 
chairman, insisted that the military look to closing bases in 
Europe and overseas before targeting installations in the 
United States. Sen. John McCain of Arizona, the committee's 
top Republican and Obama's presidential foe in 2008, 
expressed reservations with the budget and complained that it 
"continues the administration's habit of putting short-term 
political considerations over our long-term national security 
interests." 

The proposed defense budget for the year beginning Oct. 
1 includes $525.4 billion in base spending and another $88.5 
billion for the wars in Afghanistan and Iraq. The total is nearly 
$32 billion less than this year's budget. 

"It was this Congress that mandated, on a bipartisan basis, 
that we reduce the defense budget, and we need your 
partnership to do this in a manner that preserves the strongest 
military in the world," Panetta said. "This will be a test of 
whether reducing the deficit is about talk or action." 

Defense officials have laid out plans to find about $260 
billion in savings over the next five years, including moves to 
slash the size of the Army and Marine Corps, cut back on 
shipbuilding, and delay the purchase of some fighter jets and 
other weapons systems. 

The plan also slashes war spending. Money for Iraq and 
Afghanistan will drop from $115 billion this year to $88.5 
billion, with less than $3 billion spent for security in Iraq. It 
also cuts in half the amount spent on training and equipping 
Afghanistan's security forces — a key element to the U.S. 
effort to gradually withdraw forces and transfer security 
responsibility to the Afghans. 

Although military personnel still would get a 1.7 percent 
pay raise, retirees would get hit with a series of increases in 
health care fees, co-pays and deductibles. The impact would 
be greater on those who are under 65 and are likely to have 
another job, as well as on those who make more money. 

Senators on Monday also complained that President 
Obama and his defense team have made no plans to deal with 
an additional $492 billion in across-the-board military cuts 
that will occur in January 2013 if Congress doesn't act to 
avoid them. 

Panetta said that since it is now apparent what the current 
cuts will do, he hopes that Congress will be persuaded to 
avoid the additional 2013 reductions. 

Dempsey said that even though there are fewer than 
90,000 troops deployed in combat, compared with more than 
200,000 just two years ago, the military must spend money to 
reset and restore itself. War-torn equipment must be replaced, 
weapons need to be modernized and troops need to be 
retrained, he said. 

"We will have to do all of this in the context of a security 
environment that is different than the one we faced 10 years 
ago," Dempsey said. "We cannot simply return to the old way 
of doing things, and we cannot forget the lessons we have 
learned." 

View clip (RT 4:44) 
Return to Index 
 

4. Obama Defense Budget Advocated 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 15 FEB 12) ... Donna Cassata 

WASHINGTON -- Brushing aside congressional 
opposition, Defense Secretary Leon Panetta and the nation's 
top military leader insisted on Tuesday that President Barack 
Obama's trimmer, $614 billion defense budget will ensure the 
U.S. advantage worldwide with acceptable risks to the force 
and missions. 

Panetta and Army Gen. Martin Dempsey, the chairman of 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff, defended the blueprint that would 
slash the size of the Army and Marine Corps, cut back on 
shipbuilding and delay the purchase of some fighter jets and 
weapons systems. Overall, the budget for 2013 would provide 
$525.4 billion in base spending and another $88.5 billion for 
the wars in Afghanistan and Iraq. 

The total is nearly $32 billion less than this year's budget, 
a reflection of the drawdown in the two conflicts, a decade 

since the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks and the clamor to reduce the 
nation's deficit. 

Dempsey acknowledged the inherent risks of a smaller 
budget, but told the Senate Armed Services Committee, "we're 
very confident, because we've worked this collaboratively, that 
we can mitigate risks by adapting lessons from the last 10 
years of war, new emerging capabilities." 

In the first of three days of congressional testimony for 
the Pentagon leaders, Panetta said the leadership of the 
Defense Department — military and civilian — was unified 
behind a revised strategy to shift the focus from the long wars 
to future challenges in Asia, the Mideast and cyberspace and 
the proposed budget for the fiscal year beginning Oct. 1. 

The show of unity from the political appointee and the 
senior officer was meant to deflect criticism from some in 
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Congress, especially Republicans, that a Democratic 
commander in chief was hollowing out the force. 

Still, Republicans and Democrats on the panel challenged 
the administration's call for another round of domestic base 
closures and raised parochial concerns about the fate of labs, 
ships and submarines that mean thousands of jobs back home. 

Sen. Carl Levin, D-Mich., chairman of the panel, said the 
Pentagon should look at shutting bases in Europe and overseas 
before targeting installations in the United States. 

The panel's top Republican, Sen. John McCain of 
Arizona, said the proposed budget "continues the 
administration's habit of putting short-term political 
considerations over our long-term national security interests." 

The overall spending was dictated by the budget 
agreement that Obama and congressional Republicans reached 
last August that calls for defense cuts of $487 billion over a 
decade. More troubling to Panetta and lawmakers is the 
likelihood that automatic, across-the-board cuts will kick in in 
January unless Congress can come up with at least $1.2 trillion 
in savings. 

The Pentagon would face an additional $492 billion in 
cuts. Panetta called the so-called sequestration a "mindless 
formula." 

"This is why Congress must do everything possible to 
make sure that we avoid sequestration," he said. "We are more 
than prepared to work with the Congress to try to develop an 
approach that will de-trigger sequestration. This approach 
would subject the department to another $500 billion in 
additional cuts that would be required to take place in a meat-
ax approach." 

The proposed budget would cut war spending. Money for 
Iraq and Afghanistan will drop from $115 billion this year to 
$88.5 billion, with less than $3 billion spent for security in 
Iraq. It also cuts in half the amount spent on training and 
equipping Afghanistan's security forces — a key element to 
the U.S. effort to gradually withdraw forces and transfer 
security responsibility to the Afghans. 

While military personnel still would get a 1.7 percent pay 
raise, retirees would get hit with a series of increases in health 
care fees, co-pays and deductibles. The impact would be 
greater on those who are under 65 and are likely to have 
another job, as well as on those who make more money. 

The cuts, Dempsey said, "will not lead to a military in 
decline. Rather, this budget will maintain our military's 
decisive edge and help sustain America's global leadership." 

During four hours-plus of testimony, Panetta and 
Dempsey addressed questions about the world's hotspots — 
Iran, Egypt, Syria, Iraq and Afghanistan. 

*On Syria, Dempsey said the Pentagon does not have a 
clear picture of the opposition challenging President Bashar 
Assad. He said the United States is working in the intelligence 
community to develop a better understanding. 

"The Free Syrian Army, which is, generally speaking, the 
centerpiece of the opposition, is for the most part domestic, 
although we also know that other regional actors are providing 
support. That complicates the situation," Dempsey said. 

McCain and a few other senators have called for arming 
the Syrian rebels. 

*Panetta said he will not approve the release of any 
Taliban from the Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, military prison as 
part of Afghan peace talks unless he's sure they won't return to 
the battlefield. He said no decisions have been made on such a 
release. 

*Dempsey said he pleaded with Egypt's ruling generals to 
resolve the crisis with Washington over the crackdown on 
American nonprofit groups that promote democracy in the 
Middle East, warning that the simmering dispute threatens 
billions in U.S. aid and the relationship between the two 
nations. He stopped short of saying whether his appeals during 
a recent trip to Egypt swayed the generals to drop charges 
against pro-democracy workers. 

*Panetta said he does not think Israel has made a decision 
to launch a military strike on Iran to thwart its nuclear 
ambitions. 
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CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
5. On Board U.S. Carrier As It Sails Through Strait Of Hormuz 
(BBC 14 FEB 12) 

The BBC's Jonathan Beale reports from on board the 
American aircraft carrier which has sailed through the Strait of 
Hormuz for the second time in a month, amid tensions 
between Iran and the U.S. 

Iran has threatened to close the Strait - through which 
20% of the world's oil travels, making it one of the most 
important waterways in the world. 

Jonathan Beale reports from the USS Abraham Lincoln. 
View Clip RT 2:02 
 
US Aircraft Carrier Has Close Encounter With 

Iranian Patrol Boat 
(NBC 14 FEB 12) 
ABOARD THE USS ABRAHAM  LINCOLN – A U.S. 

aircraft carrier sailing through the strategic Strait of Hormuz 
had a close encounter with an Iranian vessel Tuesday. 

The Iranian navy patrol boat came within two miles of the 
USS Abraham Lincoln, part of the Bahrain-based 5th Fleet, as 
it sailed through the strait with the destroyer Cape St. George 
and a guided missile cruiser. 

The Iranian military came out for a look at the ships, first 
sending a reconnaissance flight and then sending the Iranian 
patrol boat. 

The commander of the USS Abraham Lincoln, Capt. John 
Alexander, said such close encounters “could eventually lead 
to a fatal miscalculation.” 

 “They have the ability to take a shot at me at some point, 
and I worry about it,” Alexander told NBC News. 

Because of strong  U.S. sanctions over Iran’s nuclear 
program, Iran has threatened to shut down the strait and attack 
U.S. warships. Oil tankers carry a fifth of the world's oil 
supply through the strait, only about 30 miles across at its 
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narrowest point. 
 

Iran has also amassed Revolutionary Guard fast boats, 
submarines and, along the shoreline, anti-ship cruise missiles.   

Vice Admiral Mark Fox, commander of the 5th Fleet, 
said, “We’re ready today. This is the world we live in.” 

Fox said Sunday that Iran had built up its naval forces in 
the Gulf and prepared boats that could be used in suicide 

attacks, but the U.S. Navy could prevent it from blocking the 
Strait of Hormuz. 

The U.S. Navy's 5th Fleet always has at least one 
supercarrier at sea accompanied by scores of jets and a fleet of 
frigates and destroyers. 

View Clip RT 2:21 
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6. U.S. Court Dismisses Puerto Ricans' Suit Over Arms Testing 
(REUTERS 14 FEB 12) ... Terry Baynes 

Puerto Rican residents lost a bid on Tuesday to force the 
U.S. government to recognize the health effects on the local 
population of testing of weapons and experimenting with 
chemicals on the island of Vieques for decades. 

A U.S. appeals court in Boston ruled that the federal 
government has immunity from any lawsuit over its actions. 

For about six decades after World War II, the U.S. Navy 
used a portion of Vieques as a weapons-testing ground and 
firing range, detonating bombs and experimenting with 
chemicals from napalm to Agent Orange and depleted 
uranium. The military abandoned the base in 2003 under 
political pressure. 

Juanita Sanchez, a resident of the island, sued on behalf of 
her daughter and some 7,000 others in 2007. The suit accused 
the U.S. military of causing illnesses among inhabitants, 
including a 30 percent higher cancer rate compared to Puerto 
Rico's main island. 

But the appeals court agreed with a lower court that had 
dismiss the case. Courts should be cautious about interfering 
with the exercise of military authority, Chief Judge Sandra 
Lynch wrote on behalf of two members of the three-judge 
panel. 

The third judge, Juan Torruella, who comes from Puerto 
Rico, issued a vehement dissent. The government was aware 
of the toxic impact of its activities in 1979, he wrote. Its 
decision not to warn residents was not an exercise of judgment 
entitled to immunity, he added. 

"Nowhere does the medieval concept of 'the King can do 
no wrong' underlying the doctrine of sovereign immunity 
sound more hollow and abusive than when an imperial power 
applies it to a group of helpless subjects. This cannot be a 
proper role for the United States of America," Torruella wrote. 

All three judges agreed that the suit raised serious health 
concerns that should be brought to the attention of Congress. 
The opinion included an instruction for the court clerk to 
submit copies of the decision to leaders of the House of 
Representatives and Senate. 

"Even the majority recognized the individuals here have 
not been well-treated," said Carter Phillips, the lawyer who 
represented the Vieques residents. 

Charles Miller, a spokesman for the Department of 
Justice, declined to comment on the litigation. 
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7. USS Bonhomme Richard Deploys To Japan 
Crew to switch places with USS Essex 
(10 NEWS CBS SAN DIEGO 14 FEB 12) 

SAN DIEGO -- The amphibious assault ship USS 
Bonhomme Richard left its home port of San Diego for its 
new base in Japan. 

The crew of roughly 1,000 Sailors and 800 Marines 
pulled out of Naval Base San Diego around 9 a.m. Tuesday 
morning.  

The ship is relieving the USS Essex which had been 
stationed in Sasebo, Japan, for the last 10 years. 

The USS Bonhomme Richard spent the last 10 months 
undergoing a $147 million renovation. The USS Essex is 
scheduled to have similar maintenance. 

"Obviously, we're sad to send the ship to Japan, but we're 
going to bring Essex back, so we're going to take one Cadillac 
over and bring one Cadillac back," said Bonhomme Richard's 
commanding officer, Capt. Chuck Litchfield. 

The crew switch is known as a hull swap. 
"The Navy saves money by moving the hulls around and 

keeping the families here in San Diego, that reduces personnel 
costs and it allows us to leverage the industrial capacity here 
in San Diego to do the overhauls," said Litchfield. 

Dozens of families gathered in the cold and the rain for 
tearful goodbyes. 

"This one is going to be different for me because I've 
never done a hull swap before, but I'm just going to have to 
take it as it comes," said Sailor Chris Williams as he hugged 
his 2-year-old son. 

"It's a lot harder this time because now he's older, the last 
deployment it wasn't that bad because he was younger," 
Williams added. 

The ship made headlines last month after eight Sailors 
were discharged following a hazing incident. 

Cellphone video captured two Sailors fighting near a 
locker area. One Sailor reported being seriously injured. The 
other Sailor and seven others who watched were discharged. 

Litchfield said they are moving past the scandal. 
"I don't see how that couldn't impact the Sailors to some 

degree and we're spending a lot of time talking about that right 
now, but I think the mood on board is very positive. We love 
our ship and we're excited to get underway," said Litchfield. 

The Sailors and marines will return with the USS Essex in 
roughly four months. 

The Bonhomme Richard has been based in San Diego 
since its commissioning in 1998, according to Lt. Beth Teach 
of Expeditionary Strike Group Three. 
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8. HSV2 Swift Visits GTMO To Load Operation Handclasp Supplies 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 14 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Justin Ailes Naval Station Guantanamo Bay, Cuba 
Public Affairs  

GUANTANAMO BAY, Cuba -- High Speed Vessel 
Swift (HSV) 2 arrived at Naval Station (NS) Guantanamo 
Bay, Cuba to receive supplies in support of Operation 
Handclasp, Feb. 14.  

NS Guantanamo Bay served as the consolidation point for 
receiving, storing, and staging more than 160 pallets of 
donated humanitarian aid products and materials. Before being 
loaded on the Swift, the goods were prepared for manifest and 
customs declarations for entry into foreign countries where the 
cargo will be delivered. 

"This operation takes a year of preparation to logistically 
support these donations," said NS Guantanamo Bay 
Transportation Officer Candace Keller. "Receiving, storing 
and coordinating movement to a hub such as GTMO requires 
a plan involving organizations and American citizens coming 
together with the U.S. Navy."  

Operation Handclasp is a joint Department of Defense 
(DoD) and private sector humanitarian mission to receive, 
collect, consolidate and store humanitarian, educational and 
goodwill material for transport by naval vessels. The 
humanitarian goods are distributed by U.S. Navy and Marine 
Corps personnel to foreign nation recipients.  

"I have been working with this program since 2002 to 
support the Caribbean deliveries to the southern countries 
needing humanitarian support," said Keller. "It's about what 
America represents as a people loving, caring nation that 
works together with our military, civilians and government 
contractors to bring aid and assistance to less fortunate 
people."  

The humanitarian materials will be distributed to the still 
recovering nation of Haiti later this month. 
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9. Portsmouth Naval Shipyard Touts Speedy Submarine Fix 
(FOSTER’S DAILY DEMOCRAT (PORTSMOUTH) 15 FEB 12) ... Jim Haddadin 

PORTSMOUTH — Workers at the Portsmouth Naval 
Shipyard completed repairs on a nuclear submarine ahead of 
schedule this month, according to a shipyard spokesperson, 
allowing the vessel to return to service earlier than expected.  

Repairs on the USS San Juan, a 23-year-old fast attack 
submarine, concluded on Saturday. The repairs were 
scheduled to last 20 months and three weeks, but the ship 
arrived at its home port in Groton, Conn., a full eight days 
ahead of the scheduled delivery date, according to Shipyard 
Commander Captain Bryant Fuller. 

"It's wonderful to be back in Groton after successfully 
completing our maintenance overhaul early," Commanding 
Officer Ollie Lewis said in a statement.  

"(This) is a tribute to the dedication of both Portsmouth 
Naval Shipyard and the USS San Juan crew." 

Repairing and modernizing aging submarines is the 
"bread and butter," of the shipyard, according to Fuller, who 
said most Los Angeles-class submarines like the San Juan 
undergo routine maintenance every 20 years. The San Juan 
was commissioned on Aug. 6, 1988. 

When the San Juan arrived in Portsmouth in April 2010, 
project overseers made speed and quality repair work their 
priorities. 

"We did some things differently on San Juan and it paid 
off," Project Superintendent DK Horne said in a statement.  

"We made more progress in her availability before 
undocking than any engineered overhaul the shipyard has 
performed in the past." 

The repair work included sealing the exterior of the ship, 
replacing outdated parts, and refurbishing others that have 
deteriorated. At the height of the repair work, approximately 
700 shipyard workers were engaged in the project, according 
to Fuller. 

The shipyard is outfitted with three dry docks, and 
typically services two or three submarines concurrently. 
Shipyard staffers perform most of the repair work that requires 
heavy machinery, but crew members are also expected to 
contribute to the maintenance. Crew members also undergo 
training to learn about new systems. 

Fuller said having a "really good plan" and "great 
teamwork" were the factors that allowed the shipyard to finish 
repairs ahead of schedule. 

"Anytime the ship is at sea, or able to go to sea and 
operate, then that's just another day that they can be operating 
instead of sitting in the shipyard and getting maintenance." In 
total, the country's naval fleet includes about 50 fast-attack 
submarines. Portsmouth Naval Shipyard is one of four 
remaining naval shipyards in the country, according to the 
shipyard's website. It employs approximately 4,500 workers. 

"The operational demand for our submarine force is of 
vital importance," he said in a statement. "Thanks to the team 
effort put forth by San Juan's crew and the skilled craftsmen 
and women of the shipyard, we have successfully returned 
eight days of operational time to the fleet — that cannot be 
overstated." 

The fate of the shipyard fell into jeopardy last month, 
when U.S. Secretary of Defense Leon Panetta asked Congress 
to authorize a new round of base closures under a Base 
Realignment and Closure (BRAC) process.  

During the last BRAC process in 2005, the Pentagon's 
recommendation to close the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard was 
ultimately overturned by a BRAC commission. The state's 
congressional delegation has vigorously opposed changes that 
would affect the shipyard.  
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GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
10. Panetta: No Decision Yet From Israel On Iran 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 14 FEB 12) 

WASHINGTON — Defense Secretary Leon Panetta said 
Tuesday he does not think Israel has made a decision to launch 
a military strike on Iran to thwart its nuclear ambitions. 

And he said he does not have a view on whether it is 
likely that Israel would attack this spring. A Washington Post 
columnist wrote recently that Panetta sees a high likelihood 
that Israel will attack in April, May or June. 

During a hearing before the Senate Armed Services 
Committee, Sen. Roger F. Wicker, R-Miss., pressed Panetta 
on his personal assessment. 

“And so you do not have a position as to whether it is 
likely that Israel will make such an attack this spring?” Wicker 
asked. 

Panetta replied, “I do not.” 

Panetta emphasized that the Obama administration is 
deeply worried by Iran’s behavior and its nuclear ambitions. 

“We have common cause with Israel,” he said. “We have 
common cause with the international community with regards 
to the concerns about Iran. We’ve made very clear that they 
are not to develop a nuclear weapon. We’ve made very clear 
that they are not to close the Straits of Hormuz. We’ve also 
made very clear that they are not to export terrorism and try to 
undermine other governments.” 

He said the U.S. and other nations have taken strong steps 
with sanctions and stressed the importance of keeping the 
international community together. 

Israel has blamed Iran for recent attacks on Israeli 
diplomats overseas. Tehran has denied responsibility. 
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11. Dempsey Urges Egypt To Resolve Dispute With U.S. 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 14 FEB 12) ... Donna Cassata 

WASHINGTON — The nation’s top military leader said 
Tuesday that he pleaded with Egypt’s ruling generals to 
resolve the crisis with Washington over the crackdown on 
American nonprofit groups that promote democracy in the 
Middle East, warning that the simmering dispute threatens 
billions in U.S. aid and the relationship between the two 
nations. 

Army Gen. Martin Dempsey, in testimony before the 
Senate Armed Services Committee, stopped short of saying 
whether his appeals during a recent trip to Egypt swayed the 
generals to drop charges against pro-democracy workers. 

Egypt recently referred at least 16 Americans, including 
the son of U.S. Transportation Secretary Ray LaHood, and 
some two dozen other employees of pro-democracy nonprofit 
groups to trial before a criminal court. The Americans were 
accused of illegally using foreign funds to foment unrest in the 
country. 

“I spent about a day-and-half in conversation with them, 
encouraging them in the strongest possible terms to resolve 
this so that our military-to-military relationship could 
continue,” Dempsey told the committee. “I am convinced that 
potentially they were underestimating the impact of this on our 

relationship. When I left there, there was no doubt that they 
understood the seriousness of it.” 

Dempsey said his trip had been planned prior to the 
crackdown on the non-profit groups. He said he met with key 
leaders whom the United States has dealt with for years. 

“I explain to them that I was coming there to talk to them 
about our (military) relationship, about Syria, about Lebanon, 
about the Sinai, but that I couldn’t do that because we had this 
issue that was an impediment to that,” he said. 

Egypt and the United States have been close allies for 
more than three decades. But Cairo’s campaign against the 
pro-democracy groups could seriously damage relations with 
far-reaching ramifications in a region already shaken by the 
political realignments arising from Arab Spring revolts. 

The substantial U.S. military aid to Egypt is linked to its 
adherence to an American-mediated 1979 peace treaty with 
Israel, Washington’s closest Middle East ally. Egypt receives 
$1.3 billion in U.S. military aid and about $250 million in 
economic assistance every year. 

Members of the House and Senate, furious with the latest 
developments, have raised the possibility of trying to withhold 
the aid. 
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12. As Xi Visits, U.S. Urges More Open Chinese Military 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 14 FEB 12) 

WASHINGTON — U.S. Defense Secretary Leon Panetta 
called for more “transparency” from China’s military and 
expanding security ties between the two powers as he hosted 
leader-in-waiting Xi Jinping on Feb. 14. 

After an elaborate Pentagon ceremony for China’s vice 
president, Panetta said the United States wanted to build 
military relations between Washington and Beijing to ensure 
“stability and prosperity in the Asia-Pacific region.” 

“The United States and China are Pacific powers and we 
welcome the rise of a prosperous and successful China that 

plays an active and responsible role in regional and global 
security affairs,” Panetta said before his talks with Xi. 

“To build a cooperative partnership, it is essential that we 
enhance mutual trust, mutual trust and understanding between 
our two military establishments,” Panetta said. 

“It is in the interest of both of our countries to work 
towards genuine strategic transparency and to build trust and 
cooperation on both sides.” 

Underlining the importance Washington attached to Xi’s 
visit, the Pentagon staged a rare show for a visiting foreign 
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dignitary, with a booming 19-gun salute, marching bands and 
honor guards from each branch of the armed forces. 

China’s top brass has shown less enthusiasm for 
deepening military ties with the United States and has 
suspended contacts in recent years over Washington’s arms 
sales to Taiwan and territorial disputes in the South China Sea. 

Xi said he looked forward to hearing Panetta’s views on 
the military relationship and acknowledged Washington’s 
stance, but did not say if he favored broadening security ties as 
U.S. leaders and commanders have long urged. 

“I know you attach a great deal of importance to 
developing our relationship, to supporting military-to-military 
exchanges and cooperation between China and the United 
States and you want our two militaries to build a constructive 
relationship,” he said through an interpreter. 

“I appreciate that position,” he said. 
Xi said he had travelled to the United States “to deepen 

mutual trust” and to promote a “cooperative partnership” 
between the two countries. 
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13. New China Landing Vessels Point To Pacific Rivalry 
(REUTERS 14 FEB 12) ... David Lague 

HONG KONG -- As looming budget cuts force the 
Pentagon to plan for a smaller U.S. navy, China is accelerating 
the launch of new, increasingly capable warships as part of a 
sustained drive to become a major maritime power. 

Shanghai's Hudong Zhonghua Shipbuilding Company late 
last month launched the fourth of China's new 071 amphibious 
landing ships according to reports carried by Chinese military 
web sites and the state-controlled media. 

While most attention has been drawn to the ongoing sea 
trials of China's first aircraft carrier, military analysts say the 
expanding fleet of 20,000 tone landing ships, the biggest 
domestically designed and built vessels in the Chinese navy, 
delivers a far more immediate boost to Beijing's global 
influence. 

"Having a significant fleet of large amphibious assault 
vessels clearly suggests a desire for power projection," says 
Christian Le Miere, a maritime security researcher at the 
International Institute for Strategic Studies in London. 

"If you want the surgical insertion of forces, for a range of 
reasons, then you need amphibious response ships." 

China's naval buildup comes amid mounting maritime 
tensions in the Asia-Pacific region, which is likely to be one of 
the main geopolitical stress points in the coming decade. 

Military planners previously had focused mainly on a 
potential conflict in the Taiwan strait. More recently, however, 
Japan and China have locked horns over islands each claims in 
the East China Sea; Vietnam, the Philippines and other nations 
are disputing territorial claims with China over parts of the 
South China Sea thought to be rich in oil and gas. 

The U.S. Navy has announced it will deploy its own new 
amphibious assault vessels, the Littoral Combat Ships, to the 
"maritime crossroads" of the Asia-Pacific theater, stationing 
them in Singapore and perhaps the Philippines. 

Xi Jinping, the man destined to become China's new 
president later this year, called for enhanced military 
cooperation between the Pacific powers during a meeting with 
U.S. Defense Secretary Leon Panetta Monday in Washington. 

Xi, the son of a famous guerrilla commander from the 
1930s, also met with President Barack Obama and was treated 
to a rare show of honors at the Pentagon, including on a 19-
gun salute. 

But Panetta, alluding to the strains in the relationship, 
called for more transparency from Beijing about its military 
build-up. 

The Chinese navy is expected to deploy up to eight of the 
type 071 ships that can carry up to 800 troops, hovercraft, 
armored vehicles and medium lift helicopters. The first of the 

class launched in 2006, the Kunlunshan, has already deployed 
with Chinese naval forces to the Indian Ocean and the pace of 
construction appears to have quickened with the third and 
fourth vessels completed within the last five months. 

And, military commentators and retired Chinese naval 
officers say, early design work has already started on a bigger, 
more capable landing ship. 

For the Chinese navy, the country's thriving commercial 
shipbuilding industry is providing a springboard for further 
improvements in the size and sophistication of new classes of 
warships, military experts say. 

China in 2010 overtook South Korea to become the 
world's biggest shipbuilder and industry experts say the 
leading state-owned shipyards are steadily improving skills 
and technology with the launch of bigger and more complex 
oil tankers, container ships and other, more specialized 
vessels. 

Along with more than two decades of rapid growth in 
military spending, this shipbuilding expertise has transformed 
the Chinese navy from an obsolete, coastal defense force to a 
blue water fleet that is expanding its influence into the Pacific 
and Indian Oceans. 

China's best warships and submarines are now armed with 
advanced air defense weapons and long range, anti-ship 
missiles. 

In its annual report to Congress on the Chinese military, 
the Pentagon last year said the People's Liberation Army 
(PLA) navy now has about 75 major warships, more than 60 
submarines, 55 medium and heavy amphibious ships and 
about 85 smaller, missile-armed fast attack craft. 

As a major trading power with a growing dependence on 
imported energy and raw materials, this naval expansion is 
crucial for the country's security, according to Chinese 
military planners. 

"The safety of China's personnel, assets and shipping 
lanes is very important for its economy," wrote Senior Captain 
Wang Xiaoxuan, the director of the PLA's Naval Research 
Institute, in the official China Daily newspaper last month. 
"To guarantee this, it needs a strong navy." 

Military strategists dismiss crude comparisons between 
navies based on the number of ships alone and most experts 
agree that the U.S. navy with its 285-strong fleet including 11 
aircraft carriers, more than 70 nuclear powered submarines 
and 22 cruisers remains the world's overwhelmingly, dominant 
navy. 

In size, firepower, integration with other important 
weapons systems and battle experience, the best U.S. warships 
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enjoy a clear advantage over those of China and most 
combatants from other navies. 

However, it is also clear that under the Obama 
administration's plan to shave almost $487 billion from the 
Pentagon budget over the coming decade, the U.S. navy will 
shrink as China's fleet continues to grow in size and quality. 

To meet its budget target, the U.S. navy proposes to retire 
seven cruisers and two amphibious vessels, delay work on 
new ships and submarines and scrap some programs which 
could see the fleet shrink to less than 250 ships, according to 
senior Pentagon officials. 

These cuts come as the Obama administration mounts a 
"pivot" to Asia following the U.S. withdrawal from Iraq and 
anticipated exit from Afghanistan. 

As part of this effort to boost defense cooperation in Asia, 
the U.S. military is now holding its annual Cobra Gold joint 
exercises which run until February 17 in Thailand with troops 
from the host country, Indonesia, Malaysia, Singapore, South 
Korea and Japan. It will hold joint naval exercises next month 
with the Philippines near the disputed Spratly islands. 

This shift of military firepower to Asia and renewed 
emphasis on building closer ties with traditional, regional 
allies is partly aimed at countering the rapid growth of 
Chinese military muscle. 

After more than two decades of double digit growth, the 
annual expansion of China's official military outlays dropped 
to 7.5 per cent in 2010 in the aftermath of the global financial 
crisis but spending bounced back last year with a 12.7 per cent 
increase to $91.5 billion. 

Most foreign analysts believe China understates its 
defense budget. 

The Pentagon estimates total Chinese military outlays in 
2010 were more than $160 billion which would easily make it 
the second ranked defense spender behind the US. 

The Obama administration is proposing to spend $525 
billion on the military in 2013. 

For the expanding Chinese navy, the widely publicized 
deployment of the refurbished, former Ukrainian aircraft 
carrier, the Varyag, on its sea trials last year was seen as an 

important milestone in China's bid to become a major sea 
power. 

However, most Chinese and foreign experts believe it will 
be years before the carrier will be operationally ready with 
aircraft, weapons and supporting vessels. 

In contrast, military analysts say the amphibious landing 
ships already provide Beijing the option of deploying troops 
and their equipment in wartime or in response to less serious 
peacetime contingencies, including operations to protect the 
more than 800,000 Chinese nationals working overseas. 

"In non-combat roles, they are more meaningful than an 
aircraft carrier," says Gabe Collins, an Ann Arbor, Michigan-
based specialist on maritime affairs for the China SignPost 
research group. 

"They are geared to using choppers, troops, hovercraft 
and even armored vehicles. Now they can say: 'We've just had 
three people kidnapped here, let's go and do something about 
it'." 

More ominously for smaller regional powers, these ships 
could also be used to land Chinese troops on disputed territory 
in the South China Sea, analysts say. 

However, it is in so-called "soft power" that the 
amphibious landing vessels could make their initial 
contribution as China attempts to reassure regional nations 
that its growing military might poses no threat. 

The Chinese military clearly recognized that the U.S. was 
able to gain substantial goodwill from its effective response to 
the 2004 Indian Ocean Tsunami with its aircraft carriers and 
amphibious assault ships ferrying supplies, medical teams and 
rescue crews ashore, according to Chinese and Western 
commentators. 

Some analysts believe this experience was a factor in 
Beijing's decision to launch its first, large, military hospital 
ship that could be deployed to assist other nations in times of 
crisis as well as support Chinese amphibious forces in combat. 

The hospital ship, launched in 2007, was late last year 
deployed on a humanitarian medical mission to Latin America 
and the Caribbean. 
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14. China Defense Budget To Double Over 5 Years: IHS 
(DEFENSE NEWS 14 FEB 12) 

SINGAPORE — China’s defense budget will double 
between 2011 and 2015 and outstrip the combined spending of 
all other key defense markets in the Asia-Pacific region, 
global research group IHS said Feb. 14. 

China’s defense budget stood at $119.8 billion last year 
and will rise to $238.2 billion in 2015, marking a combined 
annual growth rate of 18.75 percent during the period, the 
U.S.-based IHS said in a forecast. 

The 2015 figure exceeds the combined total of the next 12 
biggest defense budgets in the region, forecast to hit $232.5 
billion, and will be almost four times second-placer Japan’s 
defense spending that year, it added. 

“Beijing has been able to devote an increasingly large 
portion of its overall budget towards defense and has been 
steadily building up its military capabilities for more than two 
decades,” said Rajiv Biswas, Asia-Pacific chief economist for 
IHS Global Insight. 

“This will continue unless there is an economic 
catastrophe.” 

The growth in China’s defense budget — which averaged 
12 percent annually from 2000-2009 — will benefit from the 
projected surge in the gross domestic product of Asia’s largest 
economy in the next three years. 

China will use the additional cash to modernize its 
equipment while reducing its manpower, resulting in a higher 
amount of funding per member of its armed forces, IHS said 
in its report. 

Aside from China and Japan, the report also tracks the 
military spending of India, South Korea, Australia, Taiwan, 
Singapore, Indonesia, Pakistan, Thailand, Malaysia, Vietnam 
and New Zealand. 

The U.S. government’s “renewed Asia-Pacific focus” is 
helping fuel China’s expansion of its defense budget, 
according IHS Global Insight’s Asia-Pacific head Sarah 
McDowall. 
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“China’s expanding defense budget has intensified 
concern among various governments. Perhaps most 
importantly, it has prompted Washington to undertake a 
diplomatic campaign to reassert its profile in the Pacific,” she 
said. 

“Washington is also keen to ensure freedom of navigation 
through important sea lanes in the region and to maintain a 
situational awareness of China’s military development,” 
McDowall added. 

President Barack Obama, while seeking to trim military 
spending in response to budget pressures, has vowed to boost 
U.S. power in Asia where a number of nations have voiced 
concern at what they see as a more assertive China. 

This concern will also drive other Asia-Pacific countries 
to shore up their budgets but it will not be their sole impetus, 

said Paul Burton, senior principal analyst of IHS Jane’s 
Defense Budgets. 

“China’s rise is not the only motivator. There are a 
number of lingering security issues, driven by competition for 
untapped natural resources, that are prompting many states to 
increase their defense to GDP ratio,” he said. 

Vietnam and Indonesia in particular are expected to 
increase defense spending at a rate that exceeds their GDP 
growth, Burton added. 

But the two countries’ defense budgets will not be able to 
match up to the resources of their smaller but wealthier 
Southeast Asian neighbor Singapore, which will spend $12.3 
billion on defense in 2015, IHS predicted. 
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15. Navy Finishes Successful Missile Launching 
(FINANCIAL EXPRESS (BANGLADESH) 15 FEB 12) 

Bangladesh Navy concluded its Annual Sea Exercise 
titled "Exercise Sea Thunder 2012" through successful 
launching of a Missile in the Bay of Bengal today, said a 
handout, reports BSS. 

Local Government, Rural Development and Co-
operatives Minister Syed Ashraful Islam witnessed the Missile 
Firing and other exercises from the frigate "BNS 
Bangabandhu" as the chief guest. BNS Durdharsha launched 
the missile successfully in the sea. 

Welcoming the ongoing progress of Bangladesh Navy 
under the leadership of Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina, Ashraf 
said the present government is trying to make a stronger naval 
force for protection of independence, sea resources and 

economic development as desired by Bangabandhu Sheikh 
Mujibur Rahman. 

In his speech, the minister appreciated the role played by 
the Bangladesh Navy in protecting the territorial waters and 
contributing to national economic development.  

Among others, high ranking civil and military officials 
including PSOs at the Naval Headquarters, Commodore 
Commanding BN Flotilla were also present on board BNS 
Bangabandhu to witness the events. Protection of sovereignty 
inside the country's maritime boundary, protection of sea 
resources, strengthening of security in the Sea Line of 
Communications, prevention of piracy and sea robbery, 
protection of bio-diversity and ensuring the constabularies 
were the main themes of the exercise 2012. 
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16. IDAS Submarine Launched Surface To Air Missile System 
(DEFENSE UPDATE 14 FEB 12) 

Diehl Defense from Germany is back at the Singapore 
Airshow promoting a number of defense systems which are of 
high value to customers in Asia. 

Particularly interesting is the IDAS (Interactive Defence 
and Attack System for Submarines). This unique submarine 
launched anti-helicopter weapon is designed to protect attack 
submarines from anti-submarine helicopters, as they become 
vulnerable hovering low above water, dipping their sonar in 
search of enemy submarines. This subsonic missile is 
optimized to seek out such slow targets, which pose 
significant risk to a submarine operating at littoral, ‘brown’ 
waters. 

Four missiles will be stored in a magazine that fits into a 
standard 21″ torpedo tube. The missiles are ejected from the 
magazine into the water, extract their wings and separate 
quietly from the submarine, where they ignite the rocket and 
transition to airborne flight, propelled by the weapon’s rocket 
motor. 

One of the development challenges was the propulsion 
system. The same rocket was required to provide thrust for 
both underwater and airborne flight. The rocket was designed 
to sustain the missile’s at optimal velocity in submerged flight, 
and accelerate to subsonic flight while airborne, reaching 
effective range of 20 km. Another concern was sustaining the 

optical-fiber through the transit below and above water. 
Deihl’s engineers were concerned how the fiber optic bobbins 
will behave in the different environments (below and above 
water) the test provided clear evidence this will not be an 
issue. 

Diehl initially considered using the IRST seeker for 
IDAS, however, it became evident that the high performance 
and all aspect capabilities of this seeker will not be required 
for the new weapon, and a relatively simple seeker will be 
sufficient to pick up the target, provided with passive cuing 
from by the submarine sonar. The submarine can acquire 
ASW helicopter when submerged, by localizing the ripple 
effect created by the rotor downwash. According to Diehl, the 
accuracy of such cuing system is adequate to provide bearing 
and range, bringing the missile seeker to autonomously 
acquire the target with high level of confidence. The fiber 
optical link would then be used by the crew to verify the 
target, confirm the intercept and perform battle damage 
assessment. 

IDAS was originally developed for the German Type 212 
submarines but the program has since frozen due to German 
defense budget cuts. Originally the missile was planned to 
become operational in 2014 but this timetable is now unlikely 
as the German Navy acquisition programs have stalled 
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recently due to lack of funding. Diehl is currently talking to 
international partners seeking bridging funding for the 
program, to sustain the development through the next stage. In 
few years, Diehl is confident the high interest in the program 
will turn into formal endorsement by foreign navies that have 
already expressed much interest in the program. 

For the missile development Diehl has teamed with 
Submarine builder HDW, which is now part of the Thyssen-
Krupp Marine Systems (TKMS). Originally the weapon was 
designed to be integrated in the HDW Type 212 submarine 
but, according to Diehl, it can be integrated with other 
submarines as well, though the obvious interest of HDW is 
still to ‘own’ this weapon as their submarine’s unique 
advantage. 

IDAS is formally still in the proof of concept phase, 
which culminated four years ago in a submarine launch 
performed by the German Navy U33 Type 212 submarine in 
2008. This test examined the underwater launch system, with 
the missile ejected from the torpedo tube, igniting the rocket 
under water, searating from the submarine without leaving 
significant signature (avoiding exposure of the submarine 
location.. Following this maneuver IDAS performed a course 
change under the water, streaking vertically into the air. Back 
in 2008 the test focused on this transition phase, with future 
tests, to be performed when funding is available, would 
continue with full flight, target acquisition, guidance and 
battle damage assessment. 
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17. U.S. Steps Up Watch Of Syria Chemical Weapons 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 15 FEB 12) ... Adam Entous and Jay Solomon 

WASHINGTON—The U.S. and some Mideast allies are 
intensifying surveillance of Syria's chemical and biological 
depots amid fears that the weapons could go loose if unrest 
escalates out of control. 

The U.S. is using satellites and other surveillance 
equipment to monitor suspected chemical and biological 
weapons storage sites in Syria, military officials said, 
reflecting Washington's concerns about a growing 
proliferation threat. 

Officials say, however, that they have seen no evidence so 
far to suggest that any of the stockpiles are in immediate 
danger of being overrun by antiregime forces or Islamist 
militants, which they believe are currently incapable of 
conducting raids of the necessary sophistication. Facilities 
where stocks of nerve agents and mustard gas are stored are 
guarded by regime loyalists and were built to withstand attack, 
U.S. officials believe.Lightly armed rebel forces have so far 
relied on hit-and-run tactics. But the number of defections 
from the Syrian military is on the rise, providing rebels with 
more capability. 

U.S. officials said they believe the Syrian regime has 
strong reasons to secure their weapons stockpiles. "Most 
countries that have [chemical weapons] stocks view it as a 
strategic, not tactical, tool—and strategic tools are usually 
pretty well protected," a U.S. official said. 

The Obama administration has intensified coordination 
with Syria's neighbors, particularly Iraq, Lebanon and Jordan, 
to guard against the potential of Syrian weapons of mass 
destruction moving outside its borders, U.S. and Arab officials 
said. 

The U.S.-led effort underlines Washington's concern 
about the increasing violence in Syria and the lack of options 
to address it after China and Russia this month vetoed a 
United Nations Security Council resolution calling for 
President Bashar al-Assad to step aside. 

Activists on Tuesday reported some of the heaviest 
shelling of Homs yet in the 11th day of a siege that activist 
groups say has left hundreds of Syrians dead. Along with 
battles between troops and defectors around Hama, in which 
five government soldiers were killed, 20 civilians were killed 
by government across Syria on Tuesday, the U.K.-based 
Syrian Observatory for Human Rights reported. Another 

opposition group, the Local Coordination Committees, 
reported 40 people killed. 

Arab states continued to prepare a new U.N. General 
Assembly resolution that would ramp up diplomatic pressure 
on the Assad regime. The Arab League on Sunday passed its 
own Syria resolution, proposing a joint peacekeeping mission 
with the U.N. and vowing to support the Syrian opposition 
politically and materially. Some Arab diplomats interpreted 
that wording as indication that Arab states were readying to 
arm opposition forces. 

U.S. military leaders believe they need a clearer picture of 
the array of rebel forces on the ground before considering 
taking any steps to aid any of the groups with equipment. 
Potential options include providing nonlethal communications 
gear to the rebels, officials said. 

At a Senate hearing Tuesday, the chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, Gen. Martin Dempsey, highlighted the gap in 
U.S. intelligence about Mr. Assad's opponents. "We don't have 
as clear an understanding of the nature of the opposition. We 
are working with the intelligence community to develop it," 
Gen. Dempsey said. 

It took the U.S. months to assess the opposition in Libya. 
U.S. military officials said the situation is even more 
complicated in Syria, where Mr. Assad commands heavily 
armored brigades, sophisticated air defenses, thousands of 
rockets and chemical weapons. 

"You thought Libya was hard," a U.S. military official 
said of any potential intervention. 

Pointing to the threat posed by Syria's chemical and 
biological weapons stocks, Gen. Dempsey said: "We are 
watching the trend lines on their military to make sure they are 
still under control of the regime." 

Gen. Dempsey said the Free Syrian Army currently is the 
centerpiece of the opposition and is "for the most part" made 
up of fighters from Syria, but he added: "We also know that 
other regional actors are providing support and that 
complicates the situation." 

Intelligence agencies are working to understand the 
makeup of the opposition. The effort appears to be similar to 
the one in Libya in the early phase of that conflict.Some U.S. 
officials suspect al Qaeda militants may have been behind a 
recent series of bombings in Syria. Officials say some Sunni 
militants have entered Syria from neighboring Iraq. The U.S. 
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believes at least some of the arms being used by rebels in 
Syria were supplied by Sunni tribes in Iraq. 

Gen. Dempsey didn't confirm reports about al Qaeda's 
involvement but said the group's presence in Syria shouldn't 
be discounted. "All of the players in the region, it seems, have 
a stake in this. Those who would like to foment a Sunni-Shia 
standoff, and you know who they are, are all weighing in in 
Syria," he said. 

The U.S. and its allies have long monitored Syria's 
chemical weapons stockpile. 

"Syria is a country of significant proliferation concern, so 
we monitor its chemical weapons activities very closely," 
White House National Security Council spokesman Tommy 
Vietor said. "We will continue to work closely with like-
minded countries to impede proliferation to Syria's chemical 
weapons program." 

Separately, Gen. Dempsey said that on a trip to Egypt 
over the weekend, he tossed out his planned agenda for 
meetings and told his counterparts, including the country's 
military ruler, Field Marshal Hussein Tantawi, that they had to 
resolve U.S. complaints over the treatment of pro-democracy 
groups and detained Americans. 

"I am convinced that potentially they were 
underestimating the impact of this on our relationship," he 
said. "When I left there, there was no doubt that they 
understood the seriousness of it." 

Egypt is pursuing charges that more than 40 people, 
including 16 Americans, violated Egyptian laws through the 
activities of pro-democracy groups, including organizations 
funded by Congress. 
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18. Pakistan OKs NATO To Ship Food To Afghanistan 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 14 FEB 12) ... Zarar Khan  

ISLAMABAD — Pakistan announced Tuesday that it has 
temporarily allowed NATO to ship perishable food to its 
troops in Afghanistan, a sign of thawing tensions following 
American airstrikes last year that accidentally killed 24 
Pakistani soldiers. 

Pakistan closed its Afghan border to NATO supplies in 
response to the deadly Nov. 26 attack on two of its border 
posts. The closure has been a headache for coalition forces, 
who have had to spend much more money to get goods to 
Afghanistan using alternative routes. 

Pakistani Defense Minister Ahmed Mukhtar said the 
government would only allow NATO to ship perishable items 
for a limited time and has asked the coalition not to order any 
more. He did not indicate when the approval was given. 

The U.S. and Pakistan still disagree over who should be 
blamed for the November attack, but there have been growing 
signs that relations are improving. 

There was a temporary hiccup in that process Tuesday 
when Pakistani police briefly detained a U.S. Embassy 
employee after bullets were found in his luggage at an airport 
in the country's northwest. But the man was handed over to 
American officials after a couple hours. 

The move to allow food items to enter Afghanistan could 
be a precursor to opening the border altogether. 

Pakistan's parliament is expected to vote on a revised 
framework for relations with the U.S. this week that could 
pave the way for the government to reopen the supply line. 

Also, senior Pakistani officials have said in recent days 
that the government should fully reopen its border to NATO 
supplies as long as it can negotiate better fees from the 
coalition. 

Pakistan security forces met with their NATO and Afghan 
counterparts Tuesday to discuss improving security for the 
upcoming coalition convoys, said spokesman for the 
paramilitary Frontier Corps Saeed Ahmed. They met in the 
city of Chaman in southwestern Baluchistan province, one of 
Pakistan's two Afghan border crossings. 

For most of the 10-year war in Afghanistan, 90 percent of 
supplies shipped to coalition forces came through Pakistan, via 
the port of Karachi. But over the past three years, NATO has 

increased its road and rail shipments through an alternate route 
that runs through Russia and Central Asia. The northern route 
was longer and more expensive, but provided a hedge against 
the riskier Pakistan route. 

Before the accidental American airstrikes on Nov. 26, 
about 30 percent of non-lethal supplies for U.S. and coalition 
troops in Afghanistan traveled through Pakistan. 

The U.S. has since increased the amount of supplies 
running through the northern route, but this has cost it a lot 
more money. Pentagon figures provided to the AP in January 
showed that the alternative transport was costing about $104 
million per month, $87 million more per month than when the 
cargo moved through Pakistan. 

The U.S. Embassy employee detained at an airport in the 
city of Peshawar had 13 bullets in his luggage, said police 
officer Dost Mohammad Khan. It was unclear why the bullets 
were there. The man was scheduled to fly to Islamabad. 

A U.S. official said the man was an embassy employee 
and had diplomatic immunity. He said the U.S. Embassy was 
in contact with the Pakistani authorities "about the details of 
the case." 

The U.S. official spoke on condition of anonymity 
because he was not authorized by Washington to be named in 
the media. 

There is a large U.S. consulate in Peshawar, which is 
close to the Afghan border. 

The presence of American diplomats inside Pakistan 
emerged as a sensitive issue after a CIA contractor killed two 
Pakistani men in the eastern city of Lahore a year ago. U.S. 
officials insisted the shooter had diplomatic immunity, but 
Pakistan held him in jail for around two months, causing 
severe strain in U.S-Pakistan ties. 

The unilateral American-raid that killed Osama bin Laden 
in a Pakistani army town in May last year also led to a fresh 
wave of suspicion against Western diplomats by the Pakistani 
security establishment, which was apparently stung by the 
realization that the CIA agents were operating in the country 
without its knowledge. 
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19. Violence Against Shippers New Norm Off West Africa 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 14 FEB 12) 

LAGOS, Nigeria  – The waters off West Africa's coast are 
now a constant danger for those shipping goods and crude oil 
in the region, analysts said Tuesday, a day after pirates killed 
two Sailors near Nigeria's coast. 

Despite pledges by nations to patrol the waters of the Gulf 
of Guinea, pirates killed a captain and a chief engineer 
onboard a heavy cargo ship Monday morning about 126 miles 
from the coast of Lagos, Nigeria's commercial capital. 

While shootings and stabbings have happened before in 
the region, Monday's assault was one of the deadliest attacks 
in waters now considered to be as dangerous as those near 
Somalia. And such attacks are likely to continue. 

"It's quite uncommon that you have people killed this 
way," said Thomas Horn Hansen, an analyst with Risk 
Intelligence based in London. "It might be a matter of luck 
that hasn't happened before." 

Authorities released new details Tuesday about the attack. 
Commodore Kabir Aliyu, a Nigerian naval spokesman, 
identified the attacked ship as the Fourseas SW, a bulk cargo 
ship designed to carry heavy loads like sand. 

An official at Fortuna Chartering A/S in Denmark, which 
manages the vessel, said it was owned by Shih Wei 
Navigation Co. Ltd. of Taiwan. The man, who declined to 
give his name, said the Fourseas had been under contract to an 
Indian company at the time of the attack. 

The nationalities of those killed in the attack could not 
immediately be determined Tuesday. Calls to Shih Wei went 
unanswered Tuesday. 

The International Maritime Bureau, a piracy watchdog 
group, said most of the ship's crew into a secured room as a 
gunfight raged, while those on the bridge remained at their 

posts. The captain and chief engineer died of their wounds as 
the pirates sprayed the ship with gunfire, said Cyrus Mody, an 
official at the bureau. 

The attack on the Fourseas comes after a cargo ship about 
80 miles from Lagos came under attack Saturday from two 
boats and a vessel off nearby Benin was hijacked Thursday, 
the maritime bureau said. 

The attacks are just the latest to target West Africa's Gulf 
of Guinea, which follows the continent's southward curve 
from Liberia to Gabon. Over the last year, piracy there has 
escalated from low-level armed robberies to hijackings and 
cargo thefts. 

In August, London-based Lloyd's Market Association — 
an umbrella group of insurers — listed Nigeria, neighboring 
Benin and nearby waters in the same risk category as Somalia, 
where two decades of war and anarchy have allowed piracy to 
flourish. 

Pirates in West Africa have been more willing to use 
violence in their robberies, as they target the cargo, not the 
crew for kidnapping like off Somalia. Analysts say many of 
the pirates come from Nigeria, where corrupt law enforcement 
allows criminality to thrive. 

Hansen said Monday's attack was a concern for shippers, 
who have been advised by trade groups to exercise extreme 
caution around Nigeria and Benin. However, he said it's 
unclear whether the killings were an anomaly or a sign of 
things to come. 

"Nigerian piracy tends to develop very quickly and 
change very quickly," he said. "It's very hard to say whether 
this is going to be a trend." 
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20. Australian Warship Seizes 240kg Of Drugs 
(HERALD SUN (AUSTRALIA) 14 FEB 12) 

The crew of an Australian warship has seized and 
destroyed more than 240 kilograms of heroin and 
amphetamines found aboard a ship that was intercepted in the 
North Arabian Sea.  

Defence said these drugs had a street value of $U.S. 5 
million ($4.67 million). 

Anzac frigate HMAS Parramatta was operating as part of 
the Combined Task Force 150 which directed the interception 
of the suspect vessel on Friday. 

The search, conducted by a boarding party from 
Parramatta, revealed more than 240 kilograms of 
amphetamine and heroin concealed in bags of flour and rice. 
These were subsequently destroyed. 

Commander of CTF 150, Australian navy Commodore 
Jonathan Mead, said this operation represented the 

culmination of many months of hard work, planning and 
international cooperation. 

HMAS Parramatta commanding officer Commander Guy 
Blackburn said this was a significant event. 

"This was a great day for HMAS Parramatta, the 
Combined Maritime Forces and the Australian Forces in the 
Middle East Area of Operations," he said. 

HMAS Parramatta's job in CTF 150 is to enforce 
maritime security in the Middle East Area of Operations 
through the multi-national Combined Maritime Task Force. 

The ship is conducting the 27th rotation by a Royal 
Australian Navy ship to this region since 2001. 
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21. Navy Messes With Tradition By Cutting Officer Segregation 
(THE TELEGRAPH (AUSTRALIA) 15 FEB 12) ... Ian McPhedran 

The officers' mess, that military sanctuary where senior 
personnel can unwind with comrades, is to be sacrificed as 
part of a Navy cost-cutting plan.  

Chief of Navy Vice-Admiral Ray Griggs has adopted the 
recommendations of a review into the price of feeding 
personnel on naval bases. 
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Traditionally officers and other ranks have dined in 
separate facilities and have been served alcohol in segregated 
bars. 

Twenty years ago the mess was the heart and soul of the 
military because most people lived on base but rental 
allowances have enabled Sailors to live nearby, meaning they 
often go home rather than using military facilities. 

Messes are being targeted across the three services in a 
fresh wave of cost cutting - the army and the RAAF will 
follow suit. 

"The focus of the review has been to ensure that future 
defence hospitality and catering arrangements remain 
effective, consistent with contemporary standards, and 
affordable without impacting upon capability delivery," 
Admiral Griggs said. 

Junior Sailors will continue to eat separately from their 
senior comrades but Admiral Griggs said under-utilised bar 
facilities would be merged. 

Shared areas are already in place at HMAS Waterhen at 
Waverton, Leeuwin barracks in Perth and Joint Operations 
Command headquarters near Canberra. 

Navy training facilities at HMAS Cerberus in Victoria, 
HMAS Creswell at Jervis Bay and HMAS Watson at Watsons 
Bay will be spared from the changes due to the higher 
demand. 

Admiral Griggs said yesterday that Defence spends about 
$130 million each year on internal catering and hospitality to 
provide subsidised meals and refreshments at dozens of 
military bases. 

"On the issue of bar hour opening and closing times, 
which was also identified as an under-utilised service, further 
analysis is under way and I expect to make an announcement 
in relation to navy reforms in this area later in 2012," he said. 

The first base to be affected will be HMAS Penguin at 
Balmoral followed by HMAS Kuttabul at Garden Island, 
HMAS Stirling in WA, HMAS Albatross at Nowra, HMAS 
Cairns in Queensland and HMAS Harman in Canberra. 
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22. Canada Submarine Fleet: Peter MacKay Cites 'Spotty' History 
(HUFFINGTON POST CANADA 14 FEB 12) 

Canada's submarine fleet has a "spotty" history and while 
HMCS Corner Brook's crash was "unfortunate," no one was in 
danger and the damage will be repaired, Defence Minister 
Peter MacKay said Tuesday. 

CBC News reported on Monday that it had obtained 
exclusive pictures of the damage suffered by the submarine 
when it hit the ocean floor off British Columbia last June. The 
navy had admitted to the crash but never described the extent 
of the damage or released any photos.  

MacKay told reporters at a news conference in Ottawa 
where he was announcing a new base for the Canadian Forces 
in Germany that the photos show damage to the submarine's 
sonar dome, which covers the sonar equipment inside. The 
external pressure hull was not broken and its water-tight 
capability remained intact, MacKay explained. The crew 
members were never in any danger, he said. 

"However, it was obviously an unfortunate occurrence," 
said MacKay. The ship is now out of the water and was due to 
be brought in for maintenance anyway, he said, adding that the 
full determination of the damage will be made in the coming 
weeks. 

HMCS Corner Brook is one of four Victoria class 
submarines bought used from the British navy in 1998 for a 
total price of $780 million. The fleet is also made up of HMCS 
Chicoutimi, HMCS Windsor and HMCS Victoria. They've 
now all had their share of problems and have cost more than 
$1 billion in repairs and retrofits. 

All subs expected back in service by 2013 
HMCS Victoria's hull was dented and it has been 

restricted from diving deep, while HMCS Windsor is sitting 
dismantled in Halifax undergoing retrofits that are behind 
schedule and over budget. HMCS Chicoutimi suffered a fire 
on its maiden voyage to Canada in 2004, resulting in the death 
of a Sailor, and it hasn't returned to service. 

Navy Public Affairs said Tuesday that the dent in HMCS 
Victoria was fixed several years ago and while the submarine 

is ready for deep diving, its crew has to be certified and will 
be undergoing training next week. A test firing of a torpedo is 
also planned for the coming weeks and the submarine is 
supposed to be operational this year. 

It said HMCS Windsor is to undergo trials "in the coming 
months" and is also expected to be back in operation later in 
2012. 

"We hope to have full operational capability in the year 
2013, at which point we will have three of the four submarines 
continuously available for operations. Two on each coast is 
the plan," MacKay said. 

"The ongoing maintenance remains on track," he said. 
The damaged sonar dome will be fixed as part of the 
maintenance HMCS Corner Brook was set to undergo, the 
defence minister said. 

"In the meantime, the four Victoria class submarines, 
which as you would know, the history of these submarines has 
been spotty, but they were purchased by a previous 
government at a time when they were offered up at 
approximately one-quarter of their value," said MacKay. "So 
the savings up front, I would dare say, are now being applied 
to the maintenance and the ongoing operations of these four 
submarines." 

Repairs costs for HMCS Corner Brook aren't yet known.  
In question period Tuesday, NDP MP Jean Crowder 

accused the government of trying to cover up the damage 
caused to HMCS Corner Brook. 

"Nothing could be further from the truth. In fact the navy 
released information about this when it happened back in 
June. We put out a press release out about it in December so I 
don't know where the honourable member is coming from, the 
information is there," MacKay responded. 

He then suggested the NDP doesn't want the Canadian 
Forces to have the best equipment possible. 
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PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
23. Transition Benefits: NPC Officials To Discuss Post-ERB Matters In The Pacific Northwest 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 14 FEB 12) ... Navy Personnel Command Public Affairs 

MILLINGTON, Tenn. -- The Navy Personnel Command 
(NPC) fleet engagement team is scheduled to meet with 
Sailors, families and leadership in the Pacific Northwest Feb. 
21-23 to discuss post-Enlisted Retention Board (ERB) matters 
and transition benefits, officials said Feb. 14. 

"There are a lot of benefits available to transitioning 
Sailors, including some ERB specific topics. The more we 
increase understanding of the post-board processes and 
benefits available, the better prepared ERB affected Sailors 
will be for a successful transition," said Fleet Engagement 
team member, Capt. Steven Holmes, director of Military 
Community Management. 

The fleet engagement team recently completed 
engagements to Japan, Hawaii, California and Florida where 
they discussed Involuntary Separation Pay, transition benefits, 
and Reserve affiliation options for transitioning Sailors. More 
than 240 ERB affected Sailors have received a Selected 
Reserve quota through Perform to Serve during the November 
and December cycles.  

Holmes and his team will also discuss Temporary Early 
Retirement Authority (TERA), which was announced in 
NAVADMIN 025/12. 

Sailors considered but not selected for retention by the 
ERB who will have completed at least 15 years of active 
service as of Sept. 1, 2012, are eligible for early retirement 
benefits under TERA.  

The fleet engagement team is composed of 
representatives from the enlisted distribution division, enlisted 
community management division, career development 
program and the Navy's ERB transition assistance coordinator. 
In addition, representatives from Challenger, Gray and 
Christmas Inc. will be available to discuss their outplacement 
services and enroll ERB affected Sailors not already enrolled. 

All ERB-affected Sailors, families, career counselors and 
command leadership teams, including ombudsmen, are 
encouraged to attend.  

Sailors should contact their command career counselor for 
local briefing times and locations.  

The Navy will also conduct an additional fleet 
engagement visit to Norfolk March 5-9. 
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24. Navy Releases FY12 Continuation Board Results to Sailors 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 14 FEB 12) ... Navy Personnel Command Public Affairs 

MILLINGTON, Tenn. -- Results from the Fiscal Year 
(FY) 2012 performance-based board for continuation of senior 
enlisted (SECB) were posted in Bupers Online (BOL) for 
individual Sailors access, according to NAVADMIN 054/12, 
released Feb. 14.  

More than 7,000 senior enlisted Sailors reviewed by the 
FY-12 performance-based board for continuation of senior 
enlisted were selected for continuation. 

"A performance-based board for continuation of senior 
enlisted Sailors with more than 19 years of active service is 
part of our continuing strategy to optimize the quality of those 
serving. It focuses on retaining our top performers, while 
managing the force," said Vice Adm. Scott Van Buskirk, chief 
of naval personnel. 

The FY-12 board convened Dec. 5, 2011, and considered 
7,684 active duty, full-time support and Reserve candidates 
with more than 19 years of service and three years' time-in-
grade for continuation who met eligibility guidance outlined in 
NAVADMIN 194/11. Of these eligible senior enlisted, 7,091 
candidates were selected for continuation; 593 candidates 
were not selected for continuation. 

Senior enlisted considered by the FY-12 board are 
classified in one of three categories in BOL: 

S - Selected for continuation. 
N- Not selected for continuation.  
H- Not selected for continuation - In a hold status. 
Sailors not selected for continuation must transfer to the 

fleet reserve or retire by Sept. 30, 2012 and will have access to 
the Navy's Transition Assistance Management Program. 

Like Perform to Serve for junior enlisted, and the Selected 
Early Retirement Board for officers, the senior enlisted 
continuation board is a force management measure, allowing 
Navy to retain the best Sailors while meeting current and 
future planned end-strength controls.  

The senior enlisted continuation board is a performance-
based board, meaning there are no quotas. The board is 
directed to select or not select as many senior enlisted for 
continuation as they deem appropriate within the guidance 
provided in the precept. Continuation of candidates with no 
documented substandard or marginal performance indicators 
in their record is presumed. 

The precept can be found on the "Enlisted Continuation" 
page under the "Boards" section of the NPC web site. 
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25. FY12 Aviation Officer Bonus Rates Released 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 14 FEB 12) ... Navy Personnel Command Public Affairs 

MILLINGTON, Tenn. -- Adjustments to the active duty 
and full time support (FTS) Aviation Career Continuation Pay 

(ACCP) program were announced via Navy messages, Feb. 
14. 
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According to NAVADMINs 055/12 and 056/12, the 
ACCP program provides selected bonuses as an incentive to 
eligible pilots and naval flight officers (NFOs) through 
department head and command milestones. 

Fiscal year (FY) 2012 active duty department head 
retention bonus annual rates have changed from FY-11 in the 
following aviation communities and designators: 

* Helicopter Sea Combat pilots, $15,000 per year; 
* Helicopter anti-submarine light pilots/helicopter 

maritime strike pilots, $5,000 per year; 
* EA-18G and EA-6B electronic air attack (VAQ) pilots, 

$25,000 per year; 
* E-2C carrier airborne early warning (VAW) and C-2 

fleet logistics support (VRC) 
pilots, $10,000 per year; VAW NFOs, $10,000 per year; 
* P-3C patrol (VP) NFOs, $15,000 per year; 
* EP-3 air reconnaissance (VQ [P]) pilots, $15,000 per 

year; 
* E-6A airborne communications (VQ [T]) pilots, 

$15,000 per year; VQ (T) NFOs, $15,000 per year. 
FTS annual rates vary by community from $5,000 to 

$25,000 for squadron department head/wing staff and the 
aviation commander command bonus is only offered for 
operational squadrons or operational training squadrons at an 
annual rate of $12,000. 

The Navy expects roughly 310 active duty and 75 FTS 
aviators to take advantage of the ACCP program this year. 

Department head retention bonuses will be paid in equal 
annual installments. Additionally, the FY-12 program 
continues to authorize the payment of five-year contracts one 
year prior to the completion of the active duty minimum 
service requirement (MSR). 

Long-term applicants are eligible if their MSR expires in 
FY-12 or FY-13. Payment will begin when an officer is within 
one year of completing their MSR.  

Active duty ACCP applications must be received before 
Aug. 31, 2012. FTS ACCP applications must be received 
before Sept. 24, 2012. 

For more details regarding eligibility, administrative 
procedures and the application letter format, visit the ACCP 
Bonus Web Page at 
www.npc.navy.mil/officer/Detailing/aviation/OCM/Pages/AC
CP.aspx.  

Full time support aviators can learn more on the FTS 
aviators Web Page at 
www.npc.navy.mil/officer/Detailing/fulltimesupport/Pages/Av
iators.aspx.  

To read the NAVADMINS, visit the Navy Personnel 
Command website at www.npc.navy.mil or for more 
information contact the NPC customer service center at 1-866-
U-ASK-NPC (1-866-827-5672) or email 
cscmailbox@navy.mil.  

 

Return to Index 
 

26. Five Things Every Sailor Should Know About Absentee Ballots And Voting  
(NAVY TIMES 20 FEB 12) ... Brian Everstine 

Election Day is not until Nov. 6, but the Defense 
Department and the services are spreading the word early to 
make sure troops are registered and have the information they 
need to vote. 

Officials encourage service members to get started early 
to ensure their voices are heard when the general election 
comes around. 

With a presidential vote on the ballot, DoD officials are 
hoping for a boost in the number of absentee ballots cast for 
this November’s election compared with two years ago. 

Military and overseas voters requested fewer absentee 
ballots in 2010 than in 2008, and only about one-third of those 
voters filled out and returned their ballots, according to a 
report released in November from the U.S. Election 
Assistance Commission. States sent more than 611,000 
absentee ballots to military and overseas voters, who returned 
more than 211,000. 

That number is too low, defense officials say, so they’re 
moving early in 2012 to boost the turnout. 

Here’s what you need to know about voting by absentee 
ballot: 

1. Registration Requirements.  
Service members are required to re-register to vote yearly, 

which can be done online through the Federal Voting 
Assistance Program website, www.fvap.gov. The site walks 

troops through the registration process, and provides a 
preprinted and stamped envelope for the application, which 
must be signed and mailed back to a voting registrar. 

Some states allow applications to be faxed or scanned. 
2. Don’t Be Late.  
Some states will let you register close to Election Day, 

but because ballots are due back by the election, officials 
recommend using a federal write-in absentee ballot if you 
haven’t received your postcard application within 45 days of 
the election. 

3. When Voting Begins.  
States are required to send ballots to service members 45 

days before the general election, giving you time to make your 
decisions and send the ballot back before the deadline. 

4. Primaries Still Remain.  
Plenty of primaries are left in this election season, and 

service members who are interested in voting should visit the 
FVAP website to register and request a ballot for the primary 
elections. 

5. More Information Available.  
Check with your command’s voting assistance officer, or 

get contact information for the Navy and Coast Guard voting 
action officers at www.fvap.gov/vao/svaos.html. 

You can also like “Navy Voting” on Facebook for 
updates on the program.  
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27. Rule Change Boosts Home Schoolers’ Enlistment Chance 
(NAVY TIMES 20 FEB 12) ... Andrew Tilghman  

Prospective military recruits who finish high school 
through home schooling or online programs will soon have a 
better chance of enlisting. 

In July, the Pentagon will change the status of such 
recruits to “Tier I,” typically defined as a person with a 
traditional high school diploma. 

That will make students from home based and online 
schools far more attractive to recruiters. The services are 
required to fill at least 90 percent of new recruiting slots with 
Tier I recruits. In 2011, more than 99 percent of recruits were 
Tier I, officials said. 

Until now, home schoolers and people with online 
degrees were more likely to be tagged as Tier II, which 
includes those who earn a GED diploma. 

Those without a high school diploma are relegated to Tier 
III and are rarely accepted into the military. 

Congress last year ordered the military to review its 
policies for students who earn home school and online 
degrees. 

Each year, the military accepts about 700 home schoolers 
and about 50 recruits from online programs, numbers that will 
likely increase under the policy change. 

All home-schoolers who used state accredited curricula 
will be considered Tier I starting in July, a change from the 
current policy that required home schooled students to meet an 

additional requirement of scoring above the 50th percentile on 
the Armed Forces Qualification Test to be considered Tier I. 

Also in July, students who received diplomas from state 
accredited online schools will be defined as Tier I, a change 
from the current policy that designates them as Tier II and 
makes enlistment more difficult for those students. 

The Defense Department developed these education 
credential “tiers” more than 30 years ago after studies showed 
that young people who drop out of high school or get a GED 
diploma are less likely to complete their first term of 
enlistment. 

But those studies did not specifically examine the 
outcomes for home-schoolers and online students, whose 
ranks have grown in recent years. The most recent government 
statistics, from 2007, put the number of home schooled 
students in the U.S. at 1.5 million, about 3 percent of the 
nation’s student population. That was up from 1.1 million in 
2003. 

The cost to the taxpayers of replacing an enlistee who 
drops out of the military before serving at least 36 months to 
complete a first term of enlistment is about $55,000. 

All applicants for military service, regardless of credential 
type, must meet a variety of other enlistment standards 
relating to aptitude, health and conduct. 
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28. Dempsey: I Would Pay More For Health Care 
(NAVY TIMES 14 FEB 12) ... Patricia Kime  

The chairman of the Joint Chiefs told Congress on 
Tuesday he would willingly pay more for health care in 
retirement than the rate structure currently enjoyed by military 
retirees. 

That sentiment is shared by all members of the Joint 
Chiefs and senior enlisted leaders, according to a member of 
the Joint Staff. 

Dempsey told the Senate Armed Services Committee that 
the administration’s $525.4 billion defense budget proposal 
for 2013 is supported by the Pentagon’s senior leadership, 
including Tricare fee hikes for all military retirees. 

In response to Sen. Lindsey Graham, R-S.C., who asked 
whether he was willing to pay more, Dempsey said: “I am, 
sir.” 

Under the proposed budget, a retired Dempsey would pay 
an $820 annual fee in fiscal 2013 to enroll his family in 
Tricare Prime. By 2017, that fee would rise to $2,048. 

If Dempsey hung up his uniform tomorrow, his 38 years 
of service would earn him annual military retirement pay of 
around $219,000 a year. 

Speaking at a news briefing on the budget Monday at the 
Pentagon, Air Force Lt. Gen. Larry Spencer, the Joint Staff’s 
force structure director, said the Joint Chiefs and senior 
enlisted leaders support the hikes and said the increases would 
still leave Tricare one of the most “generous” health care plans 
in the nation. 

“In accordance with the principles that guide our budget, 
they honor our commitment to America’s all-volunteer force 
and their families,” Spencer said. 

The proposed fee increases would not apply to active-duty 
members or their families, survivors of service members who 
died on active duty or medically retired troops. 

Under the budget proposal, annual enrollment fees for 
health care would rise for all military retirees. Fees for Tricare 
Prime would increase 30 percent to 78 percent, to between 
$600 and $820, depending on military retirement income. The 
fee for family coverage is now $460 or $520, depending on 
when the sponsor enrolled. 

New enrollment fees also would be created for Tricare 
Standard and Extra and for Tricare for Life, the benefit for 
Medicare-eligible retirees. 

At the Senate Armed Services Committee hearing, 
Graham voiced his support for the health care proposals. 

“It’s hard to ask those who’ve done the most to secure our 
freedom to give more, but I’m willing to do it,” Graham said. 
“I’m willing to grandfather the current system but also willing 
to look outside the box … because if we don’t do something in 
terms of health care growth and entitlement retiree benefits, 
you’re going to compete the retired force with operational 
needs and that’s just not where we want to go.” 
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29. 9 Flag Officer Assignments Announced 
(NAVY TIMES 14 FEB 12) 

Navy Secretary Ray Mabus and Chief of Naval 
Operations Adm. Jon Greenert announced the following flag 
assignments Tuesday: 

2-star assignments 
• Kevin Donegan will be director, warfare 

integration/senior national representative, N8F, OPNAV. 
Donegan is director for operations, J3, U.S. Central 
Command, MacDill Air Force Base, Fla. 

• Sinclair Harris, who has been selected for a second star, 
will be commander, U.S. Naval Forces Southern 
Command/commander, 4th Fleet, Mayport, Fla. Harris is 
director, future concepts, N3/N5, Office of the Chief of Naval 
Operations. 

1-star assignments 
• Charles Gaouette will be commander, Carrier Strike 

Group 3, Bremerton, Wash. Gaouette is deputy commander, 
U.S. Naval Forces, U.S. Central Command, Manama, Bahrain. 

• Patrick Hall will be commander, Carrier Strike Group 9. 
Hall is deputy director for operations, J3, Joint Staff. 

• Samuel Perez Jr. will be director, Navy Irregular 
Warfare Office, N3/N5, Washington, D.C. Perez is special 
assistant, N8. 

• Ann Phillips will be commander, Expeditionary Strike 
Group 3. Phillips previously served as deputy director, Surface 
Warfare Division, N86B. 

• Kevin Scott will be deputy commander, U.S. Naval 
Forces, U.S. Central Command. Scott is commander, ESG 2. 

• Kevin Sweeney will be commander, Carrier Strike 
Group 10. Sweeney previously served as executive officer to 
the commander, U.S. Central Command, MacDill Air Force 
Base. 

• David Woods will be commander, Strike Force Training 
Pacific, San Diego. Woods is commander, Joint Task Force 
Guantanamo, U.S. Southern Command, Guantanamo Bay, 
Cuba. 
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30. 2nd Recruit Dies At Great Lakes In Several Weeks 
(CHICAGO TRIBUNE 14 FEB 12) ... John Keilman 

A naval recruit who aspired to be a military police officer 
died Friday of causes related to pneumonia, marking the 
second recruit death in a month at Naval Station Great Lakes. 

Navy officials said it is not clear when Elizabeth 
Richardson, 19, of Zimmerman, Minn., contracted her illness, 
but that there was no sign others in her battalion had been 
stricken. 

Richardson arrived at the base Jan. 30, and 10 days later 
went to the nearby Lovell Federal Health Care Center with a 
fever and a rapid heartbeat, said Navy spokesman Mike 
Miller. She died the next day, the first time in memory that a 
recruit had died of pneumonia, Miller said. 

Another recruit, Christopher Walker, 19, of Kittanning, 
Pa., died Jan. 11 after collapsing during a physical fitness test. 
The base hosts more than 35,000 recruits a year. 
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FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
31. Hampton Roads Officials Applaud Defense Plans 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 15 FEB 12) ... Bill Bartel 

WASHINGTON -- Members of Hampton Roads' 
congressional delegation generally were pleased with parts of 
the Obama administration's defense budget proposal that focus 
on continued funding for shipbuilding and ship repair and 
keeping intact the Norfolk-based fleet of five aircraft carriers. 

But some aspects of the budget plan, including a proposal 
for two rounds of base closings, next year and again in 2015, 
did not sit well with the legislators, who said the Pentagon 
should begin by targeting overseas bases rather than those at 
home. And they had mixed reactions to proposed changes in 
veterans health care benefits that would require working-age 
military retirees to pay larger fees, varying according to their 
income. 

The budget proposal, which calls for spending $614 
billion next year but which defense officials said will save 
$259 billion over the next five years, follows a new defense 
strategy that involves large reductions in Army and Marine 
Corps personnel over time while shifting emphasis to more 
mobile Navy and Air Force units. 

Included in the proposal is $5 billion budgeted for ship 
maintenance - $457 million more than this year - that will, in 
part, be spent in Hampton Roads, legislators said. 

The Navy plans to keep intact an 11-carrier fleet, which 
means continuing a multiyear schedule for constructing new 
carriers and keeping a steady cycle of work overhauling and 
refueling the existing carriers. All the work is done at Newport 
News Shipbuilding. 

In 2013, the shipyard will begin a three-year project to 
deactivate the Enterprise, the world's first nuclear-powered 
carrier. The effort, which involves defueling the half-century-
old ship, will cost $900 million. 

Three locally based ships - a cruiser, fast-attack 
submarine and a dock landing ship - will be decommissioned 
under the spending plan. At least three ships that are part of an 
amphibious ready group will be heading to Mayport, Fla. 

However, the Navy announced Tuesday that the hospital 
ship Comfort, now based in Baltimore, will be homeported in 
Norfolk starting in March 2013. 

Overall, the number of Sailors and Marines stationed in 
Hampton Roads will drop by 3,000 to about 111,000. 
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Given the depth of the military presence in Virginia, the 
loss is not too severe considering the cutbacks that will be felt 
elsewhere, said U.S. Sen. Mark Warner. 

"I'd love it if we had not lost anything, but it's hard to 
make the case," Warner said. 

The Pentagon's desire for another Base Realignment and 
Closure Commission - known as BRAC - to select bases for 
shutdown will get resistance from the delegation. 

Sen. Jim Webb and U.S. Reps. Scott Rigell and Bobby 
Scott said the military first needs to look abroad and conduct 
what Webb called a "good hard scrub" of foreign operations 
before considering closing bases in the United States. 

Elected officials have said Virginia and Hampton Roads 
are in a better position to defend their military bases today 
than in 2005, when the recommendation came to close Oceana 
Naval Air Station because of the Navy's concerns about 
development interfering with the base's flight operations. 
Caught by surprise, state and local elected leaders scrambled 
to put together a defense. 

Virginia Beach and state leaders eventually agreed to 
spend tens of millions of dollars buying property around the 
base to appease the Navy's concerns. 

Virginia Beach Mayor Will Sessoms said if another 
BRAC Commission comes, "There's no question we're better 
prepared than we were last time. A tremendous amount of 
lessons were learned from 2005." 

But Rep. Randy Forbes, R-Chesapeake, said nothing is 
certain. 

"Whenever you have a BRAC, it's a crapshoot," he said. 
"Even if you think something is secure, you don't know." 

Forbes said he would expect to exert some influence as 
chairman of a readiness subcommittee that would have to 
approve any BRAC legislation. 

He had sharp criticism of the Navy for backing off its 
plans for a 313-ship fleet, arguing that the new goal of a 286-
ship fleet is not adequate. 

The Pentagon proposal to mitigate fast-rising medical 
expenses by requiring some military retirees who are still of 
working age to pay more for Tricare coverage drew varying 
levels of concern. 

Rigell, whose district includes one of the largest 
concentrations of veterans in the country, said the Defense 
Department should not renege on a promise it made to 
veterans to cover health care. The military should look for 
savings somewhere else, he said. 

"You've got to do what you've got to do. You honor the 
commitment," said Rigell, a Virginia Beach Republican. Scott, 
a Newport News Democrat, agreed. 

Webb, a Democrat, said any increases in Tricare fees 
should be linked to cost-of-living increases. Warner, also a 
Democrat, said he wants to dig deeper into the issue but said 
it's not practical to have no increases in fees given the rise in 
medical costs. 
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32. International F-35 Sales Vital To Cost Stability: DoD 
(DEFENSE NEWS 14 FEB 12) ... Marcus Weisgerber 

The U.S. Defense Department is banking on international 
sales of the Lockheed Martin F-35 Joint Strike Fighter over 
the next five years to keep the program cost stable, according 
to a senior Pentagon official. 

If those foreign sales do not materialize over that period, 
know as the future years defense plan (FYDP), the price tag of 
the jet would grow for both U.S. and allied aircraft, according 
to Frank Kendall, the Pentagon’s acting acquisition executive. 

“There are some foreign sales that we do assume take 
place in the FYDP and that does affect what we think we can 
get for the money in our budget in our FYDP,” Kendall said 
after a speech at a defense industry conference in Arlington, 
Va.. “So if it changes, that would change that result.” 

Kendall’s comments come as international support for the 
behind-schedule and over-budget F-35 program wanes due to 
European financial woes. Published reports state Italy is 
preparing to announce plans to reduce its buy of the jet. 

Other European F-35 partners include Norway, Denmark, 
the Netherlands and United Kingdom. 

The Pentagon’s 2013 budget proposal, which was sent to 
Congress on Feb. 13, includes $9.2 billion for development 
and to purchase 29 aircraft 

DoD removed 13 aircraft from its 2013 purchasing plans 
and 179 total jet purchases between 2013 and 2017 so it can 
fix problems that have come to light during development. 

The Pentagon is purchasing aircraft at the same time it is 
testing them, a process called concurrency. The downside to 
this method is that early production jets might have to be 
modified to address flaws discovered during flight testing. 

“There is some money in the budget for concurrency,” 
Kendall said. “If we exceed that amount, then it will probably 
have to come out of production.” 

Pentagon officials claim the most recent restructure of the 
F-35 program will save DoD $15.1 billion over the next five 
years. 

Kendall, who has been nominated to become the 
undersecretary of defense for acquisition, technology and 
logistics, said he has yet to hear anything definitive about 
foreign partners modifying purchase plans. He said he spoke 
with one F-35 partner yesterday, who said their country was 
“probably on track in the near term.” 

“We’re encouraging them to stay with the program, 
obviously,” Kendall said of the program’s international 
partners. “We think we’re going to get there. We’re going to 
ramp up [production] as soon as we can. But they all have to 
make their own plans based on how they see the situation. 
We’re being very open with them about the design issues that 
we see and that we’re working on so they can make informed 
decisions.” 
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33. ONR Global Taking Off For Singapore Air Show 2012 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 14 FEB 12) ... Tina Bacas Gibson, Office of Naval Research  

ARLINGTON, Va. -- The Office of Naval Research 
(ONR) Global is showcasing unmanned systems Feb. 14-19 at 
the 2012 Singapore Air Show, the largest air show in Asia and 
one of the top three aerospace and defense events on the 
global industry calendar. 

"We want to share the technologies we're developing to 
position our future Sailors and Marines for success," said 
Cmdr. Joe Johnson, an associate director in ONR Global's 
Singapore office. "The Singapore Air Show provides ONR 
Global the opportunity to forge partnerships and exchange 
ideas with leading international companies and technologists 
throughout Asia and around the globe." 

Through its offices in London, Prague, Tokyo, Singapore, 
Santiago and International Liaison Office at Arlington, Va., 
ONR Global pursues international partnerships with 
organizations conducting basic and early applied research. The 
objective is to drive the execution of long-term strategic 
efforts that address future naval fleet and force needs. 

ONR Global can be found at Booth S69 exhibiting four 
technologies: the Stalker, Aerosonde and Shrike unmanned 
aerial systems and the Switchblade Loitering Air Munitions, 
products of the Marine Corps Warfighting Laboratory. 

With its theme of "Big Show, Big Opportunities," 
Singapore Air Show 2012 serves as a global marketplace and 
networking powerhouse for the world's commercial and 

military aviation organizations. Held every other year, the 
event brings together heads of the international aviation 
community, including key political and military leaders.  

The Singapore Air Show also features a series of high-
level conferences dedicated to leaders in the global aviation 
industry. Vice Chief of Naval Research Brig. Gen. Mark Wise 
will be the guest of honor at the Alternative Aviation Fuel in 
Asia & Association of Southeast Asian Nations Algae Biofuel 
Initiative conferences, held by the National University of 
Singapore. The aim of the conference is to introduce the 
development and potential use of alternative fuels into the 
aviation community, and bring together professionals 
interested in the development of algae-based bioenergy from 
the Southeast Asia region. 

ONR provides the science and technology necessary to 
maintain the Navy and Marine Corps' technological 
advantage. Through its affiliates, ONR is a leader in science 
and technology with engagement in 50 states, 30 countries, 
1,035 institutions of higher learning and more than 900 
industry partners. ONR employs approximately 1,065 people, 
comprising uniformed, civilian and contract personnel, with 
additional employees at the Naval Research Lab in 
Washington, D.C.  
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34. Navy Starts Countdown For Launch Of First MUOS Satellite  
Warfighters won’t gain benefits until next year 
(DEFENSE SYSTEMS 13 FEB 12) ... Terry Costlow 

With the launch its first Mobile User Objective System 
(MUOS) satellite set for the evening of Feb. 16, the Navy is 
highlighting that ability to provide a tenfold increase in 
bandwidth and the ability to communicate with warfighters on 
the move. However, those capabilities won’t begin until the 
launch of a second MUOS satellite, now set for summer 2013. 

Touting this weeks’ launch as a “significant milestone for 
the DOD and warfighters,” Navy Capt. Paul Ghyzel stressed 
the improvements that will come after the second launch. 
Communications on the move is a key benefit of what’s 
planned to be a five-satellite constellation. 

“When we bring MUOS on line, warfighters will be able 
to maintain communications while they’re moving,” said 
Ghyzel, who is program manager for the Navy 
Communications Satellite Program Office. “They’ll also have 
the ability to make phone calls and send data at 10 times the 
speed they have now. We’ll have worldwide coverage for all 
branches of our military and some allies, with point to point 
and networked capabilities that don’t exist today.” 

The satellite, being launched atop an Atlas 5 rocket, is one 
of the heaviest satellites ever launched, at 15,000 pounds. 
Each of the MUOS satellites will carry two segments, one that 
will communicate using legacy UHF technology and a second 
that uses 3G cellular technology, wideband code division 
multiple access.  

Despite his optimism during a conference call on Feb. 13 
three days before the launch, Ghyzel noted that warfighters 
won’t be able to use the new technology until after the launch 
of the second communications satellite in July 2013.  

“Between the launches, we’ll complete our ground station 
and in parallel we’ll complete the MUOS waveforms. Each 
branch will secure its own terminals to take advantage of the 
MUOS capabilities,” Ghyzel said. He also said the satellite 
will be tested during that time. 

Ghyzel said the cost estimate for the entire MUOS 
program is $5.3 billion. That includes launching the five 
satellites, building ground stations and supporting the Navy’s 
share of the Joint Tactical Radio System-developed waveform. 
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35. Navy Reservist Gives Insight Into Fire Scout Deployment 
(BAYNET (MD) 15 FEB 12) 

After a challenging nine months fielding a new unmanned 
system in Afghanistan, a Navy reservist recently visited 
Patuxent River to share his deployment experience before 
returning to civilian life in his North Carolina hometown. 

It has been a few weeks of transition for Cmdr. Brian 
Stephens, who left his home in Cherry Point, N.C., in April as 
a reservist bound for Afghanistan to support the Fire Scout 
unmanned helicopter’s first expeditionary deployment. 
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Before returning to his position as the fleet support team 
lead at Fleet Readiness Center East in North Carolina, 
Stephens is meeting with the Fire Scout team here in February 
to provide lessons learned from his experience as officer-in-
charge (OIC). As OIC of a 28-person detachment, Stephens 
oversaw day-to-day maintenance and operations for the 
unmanned vehicle. 

Stephens said the team was prepared for anything. “Every 
time something came up that we didn’t anticipate, we wanted 
to make sure to capture those lessons, and make sure we didn’t 
repeat them.”  

During the deployment, the detachment of three Fire 
Scout aircraft collected hundreds of hours of full-motion video 
for Regional Command North, providing critical situational 
awareness, intelligence, surveillance, and reconnaissance data. 
Afghanistan’s dry, dusty environment posed unique 
operational challenges for Stephens and the Fire Scout team. 

“The site we were working from was pretty remote,” 
Stephens said. “Communication … was difficult, and moving 
material back and forth, from here to our site in Afghanistan, 
was challenging, too.” 

Stephens said he was impressed with the team’s work to 
modify and deliver the system to such a harsh environment. 
He was also pleased with his fleet support team’s efforts to 
provide engineering and logistic support.  

The relatively new fleet support team is providing support 
to deployed Fire Scout units, ashore and afloat. They have a 
broad portfolio of products they are providing to detachments 
and to the program office, Stephens said.  

“They were our 9-1-1 to call and say we need help,” 
Stephens said. “It was their answers and quick response that 
made the difference in us getting Fire Scouts out on a mission 
supporting our units again.” 

Stephens returns to his civilian position in Cherry Point in 
late February with first-hand knowledge of the challenges 
facing a land-based Fire Scout detachment, and is eager to 
share his experiences in Afghanistan with his team. 

“We show in Afghanistan that with each [Fire Scout] 
deployment we are getting better and better,” Stephens added. 
“There is a lot of value that it is adding to the units in 
Afghanistan right now.” 

View clip (RT 1:29) 
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36. U.S. Navy Scouts JCU For Biofuels 
(ABC.NET BRISBANE 15 FEB 12) ... Paula Tapiolas  

James Cook University has showcased its biofuels site to 
officials from the U.S. Navy. The U.S. naval delegation toured 
Queensland earlier this month, inspecting bioenergy projects. 
This follows Premier Anna Bligh's announcement that 
Queensland researchers are preparing to make a bid to supply 
the U.S. Navy with biofuels for ships and planes.  

The group visited JCU's Microalgae Research and 
Development site. 

Professor Rocky de Nys, head of Aquaculture in the 
School of Marine and Tropical Biology explains the possible 
outcomes. 

Listen to clip (RT 6:51) 
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BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
37. News Of New Destroyers For Everett Base Shows Navy’s Commitment 
Addition of three destroyers erases fears of possibly losing base 
(THE HERALD (WA) 14 FEB 12) ... Gale Fiege 

EVERETT -- At a time when the federal government 
plans to cut defense spending, the presence of the Navy in 
Snohomish County is certain for now with the announcement 
Tuesday that more destroyer warships are coming to Everett. 

As three frigates at Naval Station Everett are 
decommissioned in the coming years, three destroyers are 
scheduled to arrive in their place. 

Not only does the move ensure a naval presence into the 
future, it means a 7 percent increase -- about 280 Sailors -- in 
Navy personnel here and presumably a boost to the economy, 
said U.S. Rep. Rick Larsen, D-Washington. 

"This shows that the Navy is committed," Larsen said. 
"While many military communities are worried about 
impending cuts to the Defense Department budget, the 
decision to bring the destroyers to Everett should relieve our 
community of any fears of losing the Navy station." 

The announcement also validates the local support for the 
naval station, Larsen said. 

"Everett has been supportive from the start," Larsen said. 
"And not only is Everett a strategically important location in 
the Pacific, its facilities are among the best the Navy has to 

offer, and it can take on more without new construction 
needed."  

Everett Mayor Ray Stephanson said the announcement is 
a huge relief.  

"There's a reason that Naval Station Everett is called the 
Sailor's choice, and we take a lot of pride in that," Stephanson 
said. "The news provides stability and predictability for the 
base and our community through the decade. This 
announcement is more about the future, and that's what I think 
is the critical part." 

The base's two 505-foot Arleigh Burke-class guided 
missile destroyers, the USS Momsen and USS Shoup, are to 
be joined over the next seven years by three new or modified 
ballistic missile defense-capable destroyers. 

Naval Station Everett's three 435-foot Oliver Hazard 
Perry-class frigates are to be decommissioned: the USS Ford 
in 2014, the USS Rodney M. Davis in 2016 and the USS 
Ingraham in 2019. All were commissioned in the 1980s. 

Larsen, who learned of the decision by Secretary of the 
Navy Ray Mabus on Friday, had lobbied since 2005 to bring 
more destroyers to Everett. The facility has plenty of room for 
more ships, Stephanson said. 
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"And we are not done pushing for more," Larsen said. 
Troy McClelland, chief executive officer for Economic 

Alliance Snohomish County, believes the Navy provides 
economic stability for the county. 

"It is great for businesses of all sizes, from retail to 
entertainment," McClelland said. "It's important for our 
confidence in the future." 

With the aircraft carrier USS Nimitz set to arrive in 
Everett within a few weeks, eventually Naval Station Everett 
will be the home base for six big warships and hundreds more 
Sailors. The increase in naval personnel at Everett should 
grow from about 3,956 to 4,235, Larsen said. 

Naval Station Everett public affairs officer Kristin Ching 
said it would be inappropriate for the base commander to 
comment about the news just yet. 

U.S. Senator Patty Murray, D-Wash., who is a member of 
the Defense Appropriations Subcommittee, said in a statement 
Tuesday that she also is pleased about the commitment from 
the Navy.  

"This is a major victory for Naval Station Everett, and it 
could not have been done without the tremendous support the 
community gives the base," Murray said. "I'm so glad the 
Navy has taken note of all Naval Station Everett has to offer." 

Larsen also believes the future of Whidbey Island Naval 
Air Station is secure. 

"All the Navy bases in the Pacific Northwest are on the 
Navy's map for good reason," Larsen said. "We are important 
in the Asia-Pacific security strategy." 
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38. Lawmakers Determined To Defend Portsmouth Naval Shipyard 
(SEACOAST ONLINE 14 FEB 12) ... Danielle Ryan 

WASHINGTON — Sen. Jeanne Shaheen, D-N.H., 
Tuesday called on Defense Secretary Leon Panetta to provide 
Congress with a “comprehensive assessment of the savings” 
achieved during the most recent Base Realignment and 
Closure round in 2005.  

Shaheen’s request came during a session of the Senate 
Armed Services Committee, of which she is a member. 
Panetta testified a day after the release of President Barack 
Obama’s proposed $614 billion defense budget for the fiscal 
year that begins next October. 

The Portsmouth Naval Shipyard escaped closure during 
the 2005 BRAC process: The Pentagon’s recommendation that 
the shipyard be shut down prompted a fierce counterattack by 
members of Congress from the region, and the BRAC 
commission ultimately overturned the Defense Department’s 
request. 

But members of Congress are once again worried that 
Portsmouth’s shipyard, which employs between 4,500 and 
4,600 people, could be on the table during the upcoming 
BRAC round. Obama’s latest budget proposal seeks two 
additional BRAC rounds, although the timing of the next 
round remains unclear.  

In response to questioning from Shaheen on Tuesday, 
Panetta was supportive, although he made no commitments. 

“We absolutely have to maintain the industrial base we 
have, and the shipyards in your area — and the other 
shipyards we deal with — are extremely important to our 
ability to respond to the needs that we have,” he said. “We’re 
going to do everything possible to work with you.” 

During Tuesday’s hearing, Sen. Kelly Ayotte, R-N.H., 
who also serves on the Armed Services Committee, voiced 
opposition to another BRAC round. 

“I appreciate very much that we need to find savings in 
defense in a way that does not undermine our national security 
— no question — but please count me out when it comes to 
BRAC,” she said. 

At a briefing earlier this month, Shaheen joined Senate 
colleagues from New Hampshire and Maine in expressing 
serious concerns regarding the request for another BRAC 
round, given that the savings made from previous rounds 
remain unclear. 

Shaheen contended Tuesday that the Portsmouth Naval 
Shipyard avoided closure in 2005 due to its high level of 
effectiveness, and she said the base has continued to operate 
well since then, despite the backlog facing the country’s 
shipyards. 

“They just delivered the USS San Juan attack submarine 
eight days ahead of schedule,” she declared. 
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39. Navy Moving Hospital Ship Comfort To Virginia 
Fixture of Baltimore waterfront to set sail in 2013 
(BALTIMORE SUN 14 FEB 12) ... Matthew Hay Brown and Steve Kilar 

WASHINGTON — The USNS Comfort, the white-hulled 
hospital ship that has been a fixture of the Baltimore 
waterfront for a quarter-century, is moving next year to 
Norfolk, Va., the Navy announced Tuesday. 

Maryland officials had fought the move of the ship, 
whose missions have included supporting service members in 
Iraq and helping earthquake victims in Haiti. 

Former Rep. Helen Delich Bentley, who helped to bring 
the ship to Baltimore in the 1980s and worked with the current 
congressional delegation to keep it, called the decision a 
symbolic and an economic blow to the region. 

"The Comfort, and what happens with it here, probably 
generates a conservative 35, 40 million dollars a year," said 
Bentley, a consultant to the Maryland Port Administration and 
the port of Baltimore. "That will be lost." 

The U.S. Fleet Forces Command said the move from a 
commercial lay-up berth in Canton to a secure military pier at 
Naval Station Norfolk would save $1.7 million in the first year 
and $2.1 million a year after that. 

"The Navy alleges that it will be cheaper in Norfolk," 
Bentley said. "We don't agree with that. But we weren't able to 
prove it." 
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A spokeswoman for Gov. Martin O'Malley said the 
governor had discussed the Comfort with Navy Secretary Ray 
Mabus. 

"We are looking at the potential impact, but certainly 
understand the cost-cutting that is happening at every level of 
government," spokeswoman Raquel Guillory said. 

The Fleet Forces Command said the transfer would allow 
the ship to make better use of the naval logistics hub and 
industrial base in Norfolk, move the military members 
assigned to the ship closer to other military facilities, and 
position the vessel nearer to the open sea. 

The Comfort's current contract with Keystone Ship 
Berthing continues through May 2013. The Navy plans to 
transfer the vessel on or around March 1, 2013. 

Converted from an oil tanker to a 1,000-bed medical 
center in 1987, the 894-foot vessel employs 18 civilians and 
59 naval personnel. 

For deployments, it takes on additional civilian crew 
members and draws on physicians, nurses, technicians and 
other staff from the Walter Reed National Naval Medical 
Center in Bethesda, the Naval Academy and Naval Air Station 
Patuxent River in St. Mary's County. 

The Navy had berthed the Comfort in Baltimore, which is 
a half-day's sail from the open ocean, in part for its proximity 
to the Bethesda medical center. A move to Norfolk would put 
the ship within a few miles of the Naval Medical Center 
Portsmouth and at the edge of the Atlantic Ocean. 

Officially, the mission of the Comfort is to provide 
emergency medical and surgical care for U.S. troops in 
combat. It deployed to the Persian Gulf War in 1991 and the 
Iraq War in 2003. 

But the Comfort generally has proved too slow and 
cumbersome to be useful as an emergency hospital. In recent 
years it has been used primarily for humanitarian relief 
missions. 

The ship's medical crew treated nearly 1,000 survivors of 
the 2010 earthquake in Haiti during a two-month mission. It 
also responded to the attacks of Sept. 11, 2001, in New York 
and Hurricane Katrina in New Orleans in 2005. 

The ship returned in September from a five-month 
humanitarian mission to nine countries in the Caribbean and 
Central and South America. 

Maryland officials had fought the move to Norfolk for at 
least 18 months. The Navy sought $10 million in 2010 to 
upgrade a pier in Norfolk to accommodate the ship when its 
Keystone contract expired. 

Only two years earlier, the Navy had paid $5 million to 
upgrade the Comfort's Canton berth. The Navy has paid 
Keystone $1 million annually to keep the ship in Baltimore. 

Sen. Barbara A. Mikulski, a Maryland Democrat, sought 
federal funding to study the effect the move would have on the 
Comfort's wartime and humanitarian missions. 

Rep. C.A. Dutch Ruppersberger, a Baltimore County 
Democrat, introduced legislation to require the Navy to 
conduct a cost-benefit analysis before making a decision. 

Neither Mikulski nor Ruppersberger could be reached for 
comment Tuesday evening. 

"The USNS Comfort has long been a source of pride and 
jobs for its home, the port of Baltimore, and the rest of the 
region," Ruppersberger said in 2010. "When a catastrophe like 
Hurricane Katrina or the recent earthquake in Haiti strikes, 
time is of the essence. The Comfort and its team of military 
medical professionals quickly answer the call to serve." 

Comfort's future home, Norfolk's Pier 1, is undergoing 
maintenance that is not expected to be finished until January 
2013, a U.S. Fleet Forces Command spokesman, Lt. Cmdr. 
Mike Kafka, said. The work began in September. 

Kafka did not know how many naval personnel would be 
transferred with the ship to Norfolk, or when civilian 
personnel in Baltimore would no longer be necessary. 

Bentley said Baltimore could bid for a ship to replace the 
Comfort — "but it won't be as remunerative." The port is 
home to nine other Military Sealift Command and Maritime 
Administration ships. 

"I'm crying," she said. "We'll keep alert for any bids 
coming out, and hopefully we'll get something." 
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40. Bigger, Better Aircraft Carrier Pier Completed 
(KITSAP SUN 14 FEB 12) 

BREMERTON — Navy officials and U.S. Rep. Norm 
Dicks celebrated the completion of a $124.5 million aircraft 
carrier pier Monday at Naval Base Kitsap. 

Dicks, D-Belfair, called it the most significant Puget 
Sound Naval Shipyard improvement in decades. The longer 
and stronger pier will not only give the shipyard the ability to 
more efficiently work on Nimitz-class aircraft carriers like the 
USS John C. Stennis and USS Ronald Reagan but the new 
Gerald Ford-class flattops. It also provides homeport berthing 
space for another carrier at Naval Base Kitsap. 

Crews from the joint venture Nova Group/Tutor-Saliba of 
Napa, Calif., demolished the 66-year-old pier, replacing it 
with one that's more than twice as wide (120 feet) and 125 feet 
longer (1,320 feet). It contains 6 million pounds of reinforced 
steel, 13,000 yards of concrete, more than 5 miles of piping 
and 14 miles of electrical cabling. 

The pier supports aircraft carriers while they're 
undergoing maintenance in adjacent Dry Dock 6. There should 
be less waste, transportation and waiting because workers will 
be closer to the work site. 

"I can't wait until we start using it more," said Capt. Mark 
Whitney, shipyard commanding officer. "We are poised for 
the future. We are very close to being able to have the Ford 
class here, the next-generation aircraft carrier." 

During construction, USS Nimitz completed an overhaul 
Nov. 1 in Dry Dock 6 and the pier was ready for the arrival of 
USS Ronald Reagan on Jan. 10. 

"It's really nice to see (Ronald Reagan) pulled up to the 
pier, everything plugged in and turned on and everything 
working very, very well," said Scott Victor, president of Nova 
Group. He said the project came in on time and on budget. 
Construction began in May 2008. 

Return to Index 
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41. Army Corps Seeks Comments On Proposed Navy Wharf  
(KITSAP SUN 14 FEB 12) 

BANGOR — The Army Corps of Engineers and 
Washington Department of Ecology are seeking comments on 
an application from the Navy to build and operate a second 
explosives handling wharf at Naval Base Kitsap-Bangor. 

The Navy is pursuing a permit from the Corps and a water 
quality certification from the Ecology Department. 

The Navy project would include a 632- by 250-foot 
overwater concrete wharf, 688- by 40-foot warping wharf and 
81,000 square feet of overwater approach trestles, built on 
1,250 steel piles. The facility would support mission 
requirements for the Trident submarine fleet. It would be built 
over five years. 

The Navy published a draft environmental impact 
statement and supplement to it last year, and will prepare a 
final EIS. The documents can be viewed at 
www.nbkeis.com/ehw/. 

The joint public notice can be viewed at 
www.nws.usace.army.mil by selecting "Regulatory/Permits" 
then "Public Notices" then click the "Public Notice Archives" 
link at the bottom of the page. 

The complete public notice for the application is online at 
www.nws.usace.army.mil/PublicMenu/documents/REG/NWS
-2009-572-PN.pdf. 

The Corps is accepting comments until Feb. 26. They can 
be sent to catherine.m.blackwell@usace.army.mil or Catherine 
Blackwell, CENWS-OD-RG, PO Box 3755, Seattle, WA 
98124-3755. Send Ecology comments to Washington State 
Department of Ecology, Attn: SEA program-Federal Permit 
Coordinator, PO Box 47600, Olympia, WA 98504 or email 
ecyrefedpermits@ecy.wa.gov. Include the reference "U.S. 
Navy (Bangor), NWS-2009-572." 
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42. Obama's Budget Contains $106.4 Million For GWA; What's It For?  
(PACIFIC NEWS CENTER 15 FEB 12) ... Kevin Kerrigan 

Guam - Buried in President Obama's proposed 2013 
Budget is a request for $106.4 million dollars for Guam water 
and wastewater infrastructure.  

Seeking more details about that appropriation we 
contacted Congresswoman Bordallo's office for details on that 
appropriation and they provided us with the following "budget 
justification" in the President's Budget Bill. 

As a result of the fragile state of Guam’s water and 
wastewater infrastructure, remedies and new infrastructure are 
required to support growth resulting from the US Marine 
Corps relocation to Guam. 

The Department of the Navy and the Environmental 
Protection Agency completed a review of Guam water and 
wastewater requirements, which concluded that capital 
improvements totaling $1.25 billion were necessary to support 
direct, indirect and induced growth resulting from the 
relocation. 

Of the $1.25 billion, the Government of Japan is funding 
$587 million in requirements. The $106.4 million requested 
for Fiscal Year 2013 will be the first portion of a multiyear 
DoD program to assist with the implementation of the balance 
of water and wastewater projects associated with the 
relocation. Specific severable projects to be implemented in 
Fiscal Year 2013 were identified by a collaborative effort of 

the Department of Defense, the Environmental Protection 
Agency and the Guam Waterworks Authority. 

Water system supply and transmission projects include:  
* supply well improvements and repairs; 
* water well and master meter calibration and 

replacement; 
*distribution system repairs and replacement; 
*modification of the Ugum water treatment plant intake; 
*new water booster pump stations; and a segment of the 

North-South water transmission line. 
Wastewater system projects include:  
* installing backup power at wastewater pump stations; 
* pump station repairs; remediation of leaking 

underground storage tank sites; 
* replacing a portion of failing asbestos cement pipe 

sewers; 
* rehabilitation and repair of sewer manholes. 
General system projects include:  
vehicles, laboratory, land survey, and health and safety. 
"The DoD is requesting authority to implement the 

socioeconomic and water and wastewater project funds 
through the Office of Economic Adjustment." 
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43. Amid Image Of Ire Toward U.S. Bases, Okinawans’ True Views Vary 
(NEW YORK TIMES 15 FEB 12) ... Martin Fackler 

HENOKO, Japan — At first glance, this tiny fishing 
village can appear a hotbed of the sort of Okinawan anger that 
has damaged America’s ties with Japan. Near Henoko’s 
docks, demonstrators in tents recently marked the 2,850th day 
of their vigil against construction of a United States Marine 
airfield. 

But wander up Henoko’s narrow streets, and the villagers 
will tell you a different story. They say the activists are 
outsiders. Most residents, they say, still support the village’s 
“painful decision” of more than a decade ago to accept the 

planned air base, with its noise and risk of crashes, in 
exchange for jobs and compensation payments. 

“Of course, it would be better not to have the air base, but 
we are not dogmatic like them,” Masaaki Shiroma, a 
community association leader, said as he nodded toward the 
tent encampment. 

This southern island can often seem united in its 
resistance to the new airfield at Henoko and, more broadly, to 
the large number of military bases that the United States has 
maintained here since the end of World War II. But look more 
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deeply and a nuanced picture emerges, one that seems to offer 
a possible chance of some sort of compromise. 

There is much truth to the image of an angry Okinawa, an 
island of 1.4 million residents about two-thirds the size of 
Rhode Island. Much of the resentment over the large 
American military presence is focused on one base, Marine 
Corps Air Station Futenma, a busy heliport that has come to 
symbolize the island’s burden because of its dangerous 
location in the middle of a city, Ginowan. The United States 
and Japan first agreed to move the base in 1996 to appease 
Okinawan outrage over the rape of a schoolgirl by three 
American servicemen, later choosing Henoko, in the island’s 
less populated north, as the site to build a replacement airfield. 

But construction never started because, local leaders say, 
the Henoko agreement failed to address Okinawans’ 
resentment at the oversize American presence on the island, 
which is host to two-thirds of the 37,000 shore-based United 
States military personnel in Japan. The biggest setback came 
two years ago, when the prime minister at the time, Yukio 
Hatoyama, broke an election promise to move the base off the 
island entirely, which only seemed to confirm Tokyo’s 
willingness to allow the Americans to remain on Okinawa. 

Both the American and the Japanese governments still 
formally support the original plan to move the Futenma base 
to Henoko. However, opinion polls show that about 80 percent 
of voters on Okinawa now oppose it, enough for many 
analysts and politicians to proclaim the agreement to be as 
good as dead. 

But look across Okinawa’s divided political spectrum and 
the depth of that opposition varies. For those on the left, the 
Futenma base had become a symbol not only of an unfair base 
burden but also of a history of discrimination by Japan, going 
back to its 1879 annexation of this once independent Kingdom 
of the Ryukyus. 

A similarly large bloc of voters on the right, though 
sharing some of this anger, supported the Futenma relocation 
plan until recently. They voice more concern about national 
security issues and support the bases as a way to help offset 
the rising threat of China, just across the East China Sea. They 
say they also want the jobs and other money the bases bring to 
Okinawa, by many measures the poorest of Japan’s 47 
prefectures. 

Many conservatives turned against the Henoko plan two 
years ago, in the popular outrage that followed Mr. 
Hatoyama’s broken promise. The Okinawa chapter of the 
right-leaning Liberal Democratic Party broke ranks with the 
party’s national headquarters in Tokyo and opposed moving 
the base to the village. In late 2010, the island’s L.D.P.-backed 
governor, Hirokazu Nakaima, won re-election by switching to 
an antibase platform. 

“We had to reverse our position for political survival,” 
said Sunao Ikema, the secretary general of the L.D.P.’s 
Okinawa chapter. 

In interviews, Mr. Ikema and other L.D.P. members did 
not exclude the possibility of changing their position once 
again, this time in support of the base, once public passions 
showed signs of cooling. But at best, conservative leaders and 
political analysts said that allowing construction of a new air 
base on Okinawa would take time, and would probably require 
scrapping the current agreement for some other approach. 

The governor, Mr. Nakaima, declined a request for an 
interview, but Vice Governor Kanetoshi Yoseda indicated that 
it would be difficult to go back to supporting the relocation 
without clearer signs of receding public passions. Some 
analysts say that could come in June, when conservatives will 
try to regain control of the 48-seat prefectural assembly, where 
they now hold 22 seats. That prospect has many on the left 
alarmed that their side may be losing momentum. 

“We need to keep up the pressure on Governor Nakaima 
to prevent him from backsliding,” said Yoichi Iha, the 
Communist Party-backed anti-base candidate who lost the 
Ginowan mayoral election. “If Okinawa keeps saying no, then 
Tokyo and America have no choice but to give up.” 

Conservatives agreed that a new relocation deal might be 
possible if the Japanese government took new steps to lower 
the overall base footprint on Okinawa. But many Okinawans 
were pessimistic, saying that would require a level of political 
leadership that is lacking in Tokyo and Washington. 

Some analysts said that the two nations did make a 
promising gesture earlier this month, when they announced an 
intention to continue with a nearly two-decade-old agreement 
to remove 8,000 of the 18,000 Marines on Okinawa. While 
analysts said that more concessions were needed, the reduction 
in Marines might be a step toward eventually softening 
Okinawan resistance to relocating the Futenma air base 
elsewhere on the island. 

The still potent political forces in support of a 
compromise are visible in Nago, the city whose jurisdiction 
includes Henoko. An anti-base candidate won the mayoralty in 
Nago two years ago by a narrow margin, but many people 
there say now that a slowing local economy could revive 
support for moving the base, and the resulting jobs, from 
Ginowan. Last October, the previous mayor and other local 
L.D.P. leaders held a rally of 2,200 local business owners to 
support the planned base. 

Those sentiments were echoed here in Henoko, where 
many of the 1,800 residents said that opinions were split about 
three-to-one in favor of construction. But residents warned 
that further delays could erode that support. Mr. Shiroma, the 
neighborhood leader in Toyohara, which includes part of 
Henoko, said that villagers were weary of being left dangling 
by Tokyo’s inability to build the base after nearly two 
decades. 

“If Tokyo doesn’t really want the Marines here, then just 
tell us,” said Mr. Shiroma, 67. “The hardest part is this lack of 
direction.” 
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44. Rare Chance To Visit Battleship In Bay Area 
(CONTRA COSTA TIMES (CA) 14 FEB 12) ... Thomas Peele 

RICHMOND -- All day people climbed the steep 
gangway to board the USS Iowa and hear 87-year-old John 

Wolfinbarger tell stories about serving on the battleship during 
World War II. 
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"I was aboard the Iowa for all of its (Pacific Theatre) 
battles," he said, standing near the ship's sleek prow one 
Saturday morning, not far from six of its murderous big guns, 
talking of his time as a young Sailor.  

During the battle of Saipan in 1944, "I was way up there," 
he said, pointing high toward the ship's superstructure. "We 
were bombarding (Saipan) all night long."  

The next morning the enemy launched a massive air strike 
against the U.S. fleet, Wolfinbarger recalled. A torpedo 
bomber made it through "a sea of fire" from the Iowa and its 
escorts, and flew right over his head without dropping its 
torpedo in the water. 

"His mechanism must have jammed," Wolfinbarger said. 
"Either that or he saved it. What they were really after were 
our (aircraft) carriers."  

The enemy pilot never got the chance, though. Seconds 
later a shell out of a three-inch gun blew the plane out of the 
sky. 

That is just one of the stories told by Wolfinbarger, a 
volunteer docent who commutes from his home in San Martin 
south of San Jose on weekends, while the Iowa is docked at 
the Port of Richmond for cleanup work and painting before 
being towed in the spring to Los Angeles, where it will 
become a museum.  

Until it leaves, the battle ship is open to the public for 
limited touring on Saturdays and Sundays. 

The ship spent the last decade mothballed in Suisun Bay 
off Benicia. Members of the nonprofit Pacific Battleship 
Center work to make the most of its time in Richmond as they 
prepare the vessel for what could be its final voyage. 

The goal is to figure out "how do we make it a living 
attraction? How do you bring it alive?" said Jonathan 
Williams, the group's vice president.  

Earlier this month, dozens of volunteers tore up rotted 
wooden decking, opened long-forgotten watertight doors and 
ushered visitors aboard. Even with only a small portion of the 
887-foot ship open to the public and years of work ahead 
before it is fully restored, as many as a 1,000 people are 
visiting each weekend, Williams said. 

"I am just curious to see the ship," said Marilyn Kelple, 
who drove from Sacramento on Feb. 4 to look around the 
Iowa. "They don't build them like this anymore." 

"We get to set foot on a real battleship, one of the last 
ever built," said Karl Okamoto, who accompanied Kelple.  

The Navy awarded the Iowa to Williams' group late last 
year after efforts to make it a museum in San Francisco, 
Vallejo and Stockton failed.  

It is regarded as one of the most historic ships in naval 
history. 

The Iowa was launched in New York in August 1942 as 
the head of the last class of battleships built by the United 

States. It ferried President Franklin Roosevelt to Northern 
Africa for war councils in 1943 and moved to the Pacific in 
1944. However, it never engaged in a battle for which it was 
ultimately designed -- dueling with another battleship -- 
instead firing thousands of heavy shells at Japanese held 
islands and protecting aircraft carriers. 

During the Korean War, the Iowa again was used in 
dozens of bombardments before being mothballed from 1958 
until 1982, when President Ronald Reagan ordered the ship 
returned to service as a show of Cold War force. 

In April 1989, an explosion in one of the ship's gun turrets 
during a training exercise killed 47 Sailors. The disaster has 
been blamed on both a murder-suicide plot by an individual 
Sailor and an electrical accident. 

How to best honor the men who died in the turret is still 
being decided, Williams said. Families of the dead "want it 
sealed off out of respect," he said. "And we are listening to 
how they want it memorialized."  

Plans are for at least one of the 16-inch gun turrets to be 
accessible, he said. Much of the bridge and superstructure will 
eventually be open to the public, as well as areas below deck. 
Those areas include a bathtub that was installed for Roosevelt, 
who could not stand because of polio. For now, though, the 
Roosevelt's quarters are not open to the public. 

But that didn't stop Wolfinbarger from visiting them a few 
years ago during a tour while the ship was in Suisun Bay. He 
said he even jumped in the famous bathtub for a photograph. 

But his love of the ship goes far beyond simply having his 
snapshot taken. 

Sitting alone in a chair on the foredeck before the crowds 
came, Wolfinbarger spoke emotionally about what it means to 
him to be back aboard the ship and finally seeing its 
preservation taking place around him. He said he will head 
south to volunteer on the ship when he can. 

"This ship has done a lot to win the war," he said, his 
voice breaking, tears forming in the corner of his eyes behind 
sunglasses. "It was an honor to serve on (the Iowa). I am not 
going to say it was a pleasure because nothing in war is a 
pleasure. This is a piece of history." 

When visitors came, Wolfinbarger stood to meet them, 
often framing his face with his hands and pointing -- at the 
bridge, at the giant cannons, their barrels seeming as big as 
factory smokestacks. 

"This was your boat?" a man said to him, a hint of 
amazement in his voice. 

"This was my boat," Wolfinbarger answered, another 
story beginning, the Iowa's history very much alive.  

View clip (RT 4:07) 
 

Return to Index 
 

45. Update On Sale Of Naval Station Ingleside 
(KIII TV (TX) 14 FEB 12) 

CORPUS CHRISTI  - The latest efforts to sell and re-
develop the Port-owned property that used to be Naval Station 
Ingleside is at the top of the headlines. 

Key officials now say they plan to actively market the 
property to potential buyers.  Of course earlier this year, A 
Houston based startup company, Canyon Supply and 

Logistics, failed to meet the financial terms of a sales 
agreement and so their deal was canceled. 

One thing the Port is doing is going back to old contacts 
that expressed interest in the property before the deal with 
Canyon.  The Port has now been marketing the base for more 
than 14 months.  A spokesman for the Port says while the 
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property itself makes for a fantastic naval base, it's hard for 
another entity, be it an individual or an organization to come 
in and want to buy the whole property because of it's diversity 
and all of it's different pieces. 

A Port spokesman says the Port would like to sell the 
property as one entity, but they also realize that it might have 
to be split up and so they will entertain those offers as well. 

"We have some income coming in from the property that 
is now covering our expenses, so we don't have to take the 
first thing that come across.  We are looking at a very strategic 
plan on marketing the property," says Sandy Sanders, Deputy 
Port Director. 

Sanders says they are hearing from different folks and 
organizations interested in the property.  He wouldn't give 
names, but says the Port will make sure it does its due 
diligence in vetting interested buyers, to make sure that not 
only do they have the interest, but that they have the money to 
match their interest. 

As part of this, the Port is partnering with the Corpus 
Christi Economic Development Corporation.  They'll be 
putting together a request for qualification and then will look 
for a broker of record to help market the property. 

View clip (RT 1:57) 
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NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
46. Senate Committee Debates Defense Budget 
(CNN 14 FEB 12) ... Larry Shaughnessy 

Washington -- Some of the Senate's big guns opened fire 
Tuesday on the new defense budget request, calling it 
"unacceptable" and saying they were "seriously concerned." 

But the Pentagon's biggest gun fired back, with Defense 
Secretary Leon Panetta telling the members of the Senate 
Armed Services Committee that the budget is Congress' test of 
whether cutting the deficit is about "talk or action." 

Tuesday's hearing was the start of several days of 
testimony on Capitol Hill focused on the 2013 defense budget 
request that proposes cuts of tens of thousands of troops, 
reduces the U.S. fleet of warplanes and slows down ship-
building in order to meet billions of dollars in cuts mandated 
by Congress when it passed the Budget Control Act last 
summer. 

Over the span of 10 years, the Pentagon will reduce its 
budget by more than $500 billion. 

Sen. John McCain of Arizona, the leading Republican on 
the committee, immediately criticized the spending plan. 

"I can say today that I do not fully endorse this budget 
request. Indeed, I am seriously concerned about how we 
arrived at this point," McCain said. 

Sen. Joseph Lieberman, I-Connecticut, was even more 
critical. 

"I consider this budget an unacceptable risk," he said. 
Panetta agreed with Lieberman, to an extent. 
"Let me be clear. You can't take a half a trillion dollars 

out of the defense budget and not incur additional risks. We 
believe they are acceptable risks, but there are risks," Panetta 
explained. 

But, he said, not addressing the nation's financial crisis is 
even riskier. "This will be a test for all of us of whether 
reducing the deficit is about talk or about action." 

Two aspects of defense spending that are not addressed in 
the budget drew the attention of the senators on the committee 
-- sequestration and a proposal to realign bases. 

Sequestration is the automatic round of future defense 
cuts included in last summer's budget deal in the event the 
Congress does not succeed in passing necessary budget cuts, a 
move that's meant to be politically painful. 

McCain said sequestration "would be catastrophic for our 
national defense." 

Panetta himself has called sequestration a potential 
disaster. "This is why Congress must do everything possible to 

make sure that we avoid sequestration. We are more than 
prepared to work with the Congress to try to develop an 
approach that will de-trigger sequestration," he said. 

When introducing the strategy for the new budget, the 
Department of Defense also suggested that Congress consider 
two more rounds of BRAC -- or Base Realignment and 
Consolidation, the process under which old, outdated or 
redundant military bases in the U.S. are closed down and sold 
off to save money. But critics claim the BRAC process costs 
more in the short term than it could save. 

"Before we consider another round of BRAC, the 
department ought to take a hard look at whether further 
reduction in bases can be made overseas, particularly in 
Europe," suggested committee chairman Sen. Carl Levin, D-
Michigan. 

Sen. Kelly Ayotte, R-New Hampshire, cited a 
Government Accountability Office report about the high cost 
of BRAC. "We're not going to see any savings from the 2005 
BRAC until 2018," she said. 

While the hearing was called to discuss the budget, 
several other defense-related issues came up in the 
discussions. 

Among them was the Obama administration's 
consideration of a proposal to send five Taliban leaders now 
being held at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, to Qatar as part of an 
effort to jump-start negotiations to end the fighting in 
Afghanistan. 

The opposition to that idea was bipartisan. 
"I am concerned," Levin said. "Such a significant step 

strikes me as premature." 
McCain pointed out that "a quarter of those who have 

been released (from Guantanamo Bay) in the past have gone 
back into fight." 

Panetta said that by law, no one can be released without 
his certification. "I'm convinced that in this kind of situation 
those steps are taken to ensure that these individuals do not 
wind up going back to the battlefield. I'm not going to certify 
that kind of transfer." 

The discussion also touched on the cases of 16 Americans 
working for humanitarian groups who are facing charges in 
Egypt related to their work. 

Gen. Martin Dempsey, the chairman of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff, was asked about his recent visit to Egypt, which he said 
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was planned before "the non-governmental organization crisis 
-- and it is a crisis." 

"I am convinced that potentially they were 
underestimating the impact of this on our relationship," 
Dempsey said. "When I left there, there was no doubt that they 
understood the seriousness of it. But I'd like to add... I know of 
the amendment that's being proposed to break our military 
relationship and cut off all aid, and I think, my personal 
military judgment is that would be a mistake." 

Moving to Iran, Panetta was asked about a Washington 
Post column in which the columnist claims the defense 
secretary believes Israel will attack Iran's nuclear program this 
spring. 

"I think as the president has suggested, I think we do not 
think that Israel has made that decision," Panetta said. 

"So you do not have a position as to whether it is likely 
that Israel will make such an attack this spring?" asked Sen. 
Roger Wicker, R-Mississippi. 

"I do not," Panetta replied. 
Sen. Lindsey Graham, R-South Carolina, focused on the 

problem of computer hacking and China. 
"If we could find that the People's Liberation Army was 

involved in hacking into our defense infrastructure, would you 
consider that a hostile act by the Chinese?" Graham asked. 

"I would consider it to be a crime," Dempsey said. 
Graham said he'd be having lunch soon after the hearing 

with China's vice president, who's visiting Washington. 
"What do you want me to tell him?" the South Carolina 

senator asked. 
"Happy Valentine's Day," Dempsey replied. 
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47. Honoring America's First Black Marines 
They faced racism and the enemy. Soon, they will receive a top honor. 
(PHILADELPHIA INQUIRER 15 FEB 12) ... Vernon Clark 

At boot camp, they endured snakes, mosquitoes, 
substandard housing, and intense physical training. 

In the South Pacific, they faced the Japanese. Yet, through 
World War II and beyond, these 19,000 black men also 
confronted segregation and racism to serve as U.S. Marines. 

They are the Montford Point Marines, named for the 
segregated facility where they were trained in North Carolina 
from 1942 until 1949. 

This spring, these first black Marines - about 400 who are 
still alive - will be honored at the U.S. Capitol Visitors Center 
in Washington with the Congressional Gold Medal, the 
country's highest civilian honor for distinguished achievement. 
There are 10 living Montford Point Marines in the 
Philadelphia area, officials said. 

"It makes me proud to be a part of this history, said John 
"Zeke" Clouser, 90, of Philadelphia, a former drill instructor, 
who served from 1943 to "the last day of 1965." 

"Nowadays, most of the blacks in the Marine Corps, they 
didn't know about us. We were the pathfinders. I'm one of 
those who paved the way for them," Clouser said during a 
recent meeting of the Philadelphia chapter of the Montford 
Point Marine Association, a fraternal organization dedicated to 
preserving the legacy of the first black Marines. 

Clouser was among the men who broke the color barrier 
in the last branch of the service to admit blacks. 

In 1941, President Franklin D. Roosevelt issued an 
executive order that banned race-based exclusion from 
employment in the military and defense industries. 

The measure opened the door for blacks to join the 
Marines, which then adopted a policy of strict racial 
segregation. 

The next year - in the midst of World War II - the Marine 
Corps built a training base for blacks at Montford Point on 
land about five miles from all-white Camp Lejeune near 
Jacksonville, N.C. 

The men were housed in huts made of corrugated metal 
on land infested with snakes and mosquitoes. 

"They had green huts with no toilets. They had to walk up 
the street for the toilet. No running water," said Joe Geeter, 
national public relations officer for the Montford Point Marine 
Association, who lives in Limerick, Pa. 

The early Montford Point Marines, about 13,000, served 
in the Pacific Theater, on Iwo Jima, Guam, Saipan, Okinawa, 
and other islands. Many were assigned to guard duty. Others 
were members of segregated ammunition and depot 
companies, led by white officers. Those units delivered 
munitions and supplies to front-line troops. Thirteen Montford 
Point Marines were killed in World War II. The Marines 
became fully integrated during the 1950s. 

In a December letter to the Marine Corps, announcing 
President Obama's signing of a bill to award the Congressional 
Gold Medal, Gen. James F. Amos, commandant of the Marine 
Corps, hailed the Montford Point Marines. 

"These men served in battle, provided critical supplies to 
those on the front lines and evacuated the wounded to safety," 
Amos said. "They did their jobs with professionalism and ably 
proved their courage in epic battles of the Pacific like Saipan, 
Iwo Jima, and Okinawa." 

Amos said these leathernecks "carried their exceptional 
strength of character" to their lives after the service, becoming 
mayors, ministers, lawyers, physicians and educators. Some 
integrated the nation's shipyards, he said. 

"Their legacy of courage and perseverance is an 
inspiration to all Marines," Amos said. The Montford Point 
Marines will be honored at the Black Engineer of the Year 
Awards' Annual Stars and Stripes Dinner on Friday at 7 p.m. 
in the Grand Ballroom of the Marriott Philadelphia 
Downtown. A Marine official said Amos was expected to 
attend. 

A few prominent black leaders in Philadelphia were 
Montford Point Marines. 

Among them are the late Cecil B. Moore, former City 
Councilman, lawyer and civil rights activist, who was a drill 
sergeant; Floyd Alston, former president of the Philadelphia 
Board of Education and founder of Beech Interplex, a North 
Philadelphia community development corporation, a sergeant; 
and William T. "Mr. C" Carney, acclaimed drummer and jazz 
band leader, a private first class. 

Asked about his time in the Marines, Carney, known for 
his work with his late wife, organist Trudy Pitts, and other key 
Philadelphia musicians, said his experience was both good and 
bad. 
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"It depends on your nature and attitude. You can take 
anything and make it negative or positive," Carney said. "It 
pays to make it positive." 

He said his time on the aircraft carrier USS Hornet in the 
Pacific and his Montford Point training "made me be more 
profound in life. I had some proud moments. 

"When I came home on liberty, black folks would be 
looking at me, and kids wanted to touch my uniform because 
they hadn't seen any black Marines," Carney said. 

The Philadelphia area is home to 10 Montford Point 
Marines. 

They are Floyd Alston of Philadelphia; Willie Brown of 
Philadelphia; William T. "Mr. C" Carney of Philadelphia; 
John "Zeke" Clouser of Philadelphia, Max Daniels of 
Belmawr, N.J.; Phillip Herout of Philadelphia; Joseph Ginyard 
of Philadelphia; Wesley Lowery of New Castle, Del.; Thomas 
Turner of Devon; and Al Willis of Philadelphia. 

Six of the 10 attended the January meeting of the 
Philadelphia chapter of the Montford Point Marine 
Association at the William P. Roche Post 21 of the American 
Legion at 64th Street and Paschall Avenue in West 
Philadelphia. 

After the Saturday afternoon meeting, the men, all in their 
80s and 90s, reflected on their experience in the Marines and 
on receiving the Congressional Gold Medal. 

Gilmon Brooks, 86, of Tinton Falls, Monmouth County 
N.J., recalled being wounded by shrapnel in the Battle of Iwo 
Jima and watching six soldiers raise the United States Flag on 
Mount Suribachi on Feb. 23, 1945, in what would become an 
iconic image of U.S. military determination. 

Brooks, a tall man with a voice soft and deep, said he was 
in an ammo company when the fighting erupted. 

"We were servicing a tanker outfit coming in to pick up 
ammunition," Brooks said. "We had been working for a 
couple hours and everything got quiet. . . . We thought maybe 
the war was ending, it got so quiet. 

"Then all hell broke loose with mortar fire and 
everything. My lieutenant got hit," said Brooks a retired 
sheriff's deputy. "Just as I saw him going down, I got hit." 

Brooks said that later, on a train from California to the 
East Coast, he was the only black Marine on board. "I really 
felt like I was a real Marine," Brooks said. 

Several of the men said they appreciated the 
Congressional Gold Medal recognition after the Army Air 
Corps' famed all-black Tuskegee Airmen, who served in 
World War II, were awarded the medal in 2007 and depicted 
in the recent film Red Tails. 

Some of the Marines recalled the racial hostility they 
encountered traveling in the Jim Crow South and living in 
North Carolina. 

"The bigotry was rampant," said Floyd Alston. "We were 
treated like dirt even though we were part of the United States 
Marine Corps. They didn't care about that. We were treated 
terribly." 

Alston said the black Marines faced racism from whites 
and resentment from blacks in North Carolina. 

He said blacks in North Carolina "thought we were kind 
of stupid for being there." 

Thomas Turner said he also encountered racism from 
white Marines at Camp Lejeune. 

"They didn't want us in the Marine Corps to begin with," 
Turner said. "Everywhere we went, they thought we were 
something strange. Some of them thought we were animals. 
When they got to meet us they found out it was a different 
story. 

Alfred Brown, 87, who was a corporal and served from 
1943 to 1946, looked back on the hard work and tough 
training at Montford Point. 

"I had Cecil B. Moore as a sergeant. He was tough, mean, 
and a Marine through and through. We hated him, and we 
loved him," Brown said. "Our jobs as privates was to do slave 
work. They didn't have any hours, just endless work until the 
work was complete." 

Marine Col. Stephanie C. Smith, who is coordinating the 
project to recognize the Montford Point Marines, said plans 
call for the Congressional Gold Medal to be awarded in May, 
although no date has been set. She said President Obama 
would present the medal, schedule permitting. 

Smith said only one gold medal would be minted and 
bronze replicas given to all living Montford Point Marines and 
to relatives of those who will have died between Nov. 23, 
2011, when President Obama signed the law, and the date of 
the medal ceremony. 

Those who do not meet those criteria can purchase 
replicas from the U.S. Mint web page beginning on the day of 
the ceremony, Smith said. 

Although the Montford Point Marines faced segregation, 
they helped transform race relations in America, Smith said. 

"The triumphant story is their perseverance and their 
courage despite this tragic history," Smith said. "It's what they 
became and what they did for our society . . . for racial 
integration in the United States, not just the U.S. military, not 
just the Marine Corps, but the United States." 
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48. Choosing Troops To Attend Iraq War Dinner No Easy Task 
(USA TODAY 15 FEB 12) ... Gregg Zoroya 

Over the course of a few days this month, the Pentagon 
hand-picked 64 troops as stand-ins for the 1.5 million 
Americans who fought in Iraq to attend a formal White House 
dinner Feb. 29 officially honoring service and sacrifice in the 
nine-year war. 

There were broad-stroke demands by the White House 
that left senior enlisted officers with each service scrambling 
on short notice to find just the right soldier, sailor, Airman, 
Marine or Coast Guardsmen, according to interviews with 
military leaders Tuesday. 

First and foremost, every state, territory and the District 
of Columbia had to be represented. Ethnic, racial and gender 
diversity was crucial, and every service and every rank had to 
be included. 

"The whole kit and caboodle," said Marine Sgt. Maj. 
Brian Battaglia, senior enlisted adviser to the chairman of the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff and highest ranking enlisted officer in the 
military. 
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"What we wanted inside that (East) Room is America," 
Battaglia said of the White House location where the dinner 
will be held. 

One group, the Iraq and Afghanistan Veterans of 
America, which represents 200,000 former servicemembers, 
has said that a more fitting tribute to Iraq veterans would be a 
ticker tape parade in New York City. But the Pentagon said 
that a New York parade should wait until after U.S. forces end 
combat in Afghanistan. 

About 100 guests and their significant others are being 
invited to the White House. But after the service chiefs, 
families who lost a loved one in combat and other selected 
VIPs were accounted for, the Pentagon had 64 slots left for 
combat veterans. 

Military databases quickly spit out lists of the thousands 
who fought in Iraq. 

The hard part was pulling some from every geographic 
location, Battaglia said. "The hard-to-do states and territories 
were Guam, Hawaii, Puerto Rico and North Dakota," he says. 

The Marines addressed the problem by selecting troops 
who live largely in the Washington, D.C., area but whose 
hometowns were from states that needed to be represented, 
said Gunnery Sgt. Chanin "Nun" Nuntavong, who with one 
other Marine contacted potential attendees. 

The Air and Army National Guard, which exist in every 
location, were able to round out the toughest geographic 
requirements. 

"We have a soldier traveling from Guam. We have a 
soldier traveling from the Virgin Islands," said Chief Master 
Sgt. Denise Jelinski-Hall, with the National Guard Bureau. 

In some cases, attendees were chosen because of someone 
knew someone. In other cases, it was pulling a name off of a 
list. "Some of it was just a judgment call," Jelinski-Hall said. 

Working against a deadline for an event that had yet to be 
announced, potential attendees were called and told only that 
they were being considered for an important event in the 
national capital region, Nuntavong said. 

"We had a couple of unanswered phone calls, and we just 
moved on," he said. A few even begged off for a host of 
reasons, he said. 

The search, which had begun on Jan. 31, was wrapped up 
within the first week or so of February. 

"We made something happen in short order," Battaglia 
said. 

Dinner to honor Iraq veterans 
A White House dinner to honor those who fought in Iraq 

war will be held on Feb. 29. 
• An estimated 1.5 million Americans fought in the nine-

year war. 
• About 100 guests and their spouses or significant others 

are attending. 
• Sixty-four of the guests will be service members 

handpicked by the Pentagon. 
• The 64 troops, all combat veterans from all branches of 

service, are drawn from each of the 50 states, three territories 
and the District of Columbia. 

• There will be 29 soldiers, 17 Marines, eight Airmen, 
eight sailors and two members of the Coast Guard; 21 officers 
up through a three-star general and 43 enlisted members down 
to a private; and 50 men and 14 women. 
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49. Shipping Pets During PCS Could Cost Nearly $4,000 Under New Rule 
(STARS AND STRIPES 14 FEB 12) ... Travis J. Tritten 

CAMP FOSTER, Okinawa — Many servicemembers 
flying internationally on official orders could face steep fare 
increases for pets beginning next month, when a top military-
contracted air carrier changes its baggage policies. 

As part of its merger with Continental Airlines, United 
Airlines has announced that on March 3 it will drop its current 
flat rate for pets that are checked as excess baggage and 
instead require all animals to be shipped as cargo. For those 
changing duty stations in the Pacific, the change could mean 
paying about $1,440 to $3,869 to fly with an animal back to 
the United States, depending on its size. Currently, United 
charges $283 for most pets, according to estimates provided 
Tuesday by Continental customer service. 

United and Continental are both federal contract carriers, 
so servicemembers traveling on official duty are often booked 
to fly on the airlines at a reduced cost to the military, but the 
cost to transport pets must be paid by the servicemember. 

“This is just going to be devastating and pets are going to 
be left behind,” predicted Mary Seward-Yamada, owner of 
Camp Canine Okinawa, a company that specializes in 
assisting military families with transporting pets between 
Japan and the U.S. 

Seward-Yamada said the price increases are going to put 
the cost of transporting a pet out of reach for lower-ranking 
servicemembers who do not have the income to spend 
thousands of dollars on airline tickets for the family pet. 

The changes triggered a rash of concern on the United 
Facebook page Tuesday, with posts calling it a “rip-off” and 
“frustrating.” 

"Our PetSafe program is industry-leading because of the 
high standards we set for flying pets," United spokeswoman 
Mary Ryan said. "Due to Japanese law, anyone shipping their 
pets from Japan pays our PetSafe rate and a 3rd party 
forwarder at market rates. We realize this impacts military 
families, and are evaluating our pricing from Okinawa." 

The impact in Europe is likely to be minimal, as starting 
this month, soldiers and their families began using the Defense 
Department-chartered Patriot Express for flights between 
Baltimore and Ramstein Air Base, instead of flying into or out 
of Frankfurt Airport. Patriot Express charges $110 to ship a 
pet, according to U.S. Army Europe. The Air Force also uses 
Patriot Express to move airmen relocating to and from 
Germany, and commercial carriers only when seats are not 
available on Patriot Express flights, according to officials. 

Last year, about 1,500 soldiers and families went through 
Frankfurt Airport each month, according to USAREUR. The 
command hopes to have all incoming personnel flying into 
Ramstein by the end of September. 

The merger between United and Continental created the 
world’s largest carrier. According to Continental’s website, 
that airline alone is contracted to handle more than 1,700 city-
to-city routes for the military and federal government. 
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Company officials reached at Narita Airport in Tokyo 
said they were unaware of any price increases and that the 
details of the new pet policy are still being ironed out at the 
airport, which is the main air hub for the region. Continental 
customer service said Tuesday it already charges cargo rates 
for pets and confirmed that United will be adopting its policy 
as part of the merger. 

Glen Downes, the deputy distribution management officer 
for Okinawa Marine Corps bases, said the military on the 
island has been told it cannot book pets on any United 
passenger flights beginning March 1 and instead it appears the 
animals must be booked through cargo carriers. 

United is expected to provide new details on the policy 
later this week, he said. 
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50. Sailor From Iconic Life Photo Visits League City 
(DAILY NEWS (GALVESTON, TX) 14 FEB 12) ... Christopher Smith Gonzalez 

LEAGUE CITY — It’s become on iconic picture. A Navy 
Sailor all in blue locked in a passionate kiss with a nurse 
dressed in white in New York’s Times Square. 

Alfred Eisenstaedt’s picture of the kiss, shot on V-J Day 
Aug. 14, 1945, has become a symbol for many things — 
victory, jubilation and, of course, love. 

Glenn McDuffie is one of more than 10 men who claim to 
be the Sailor in that picture, but he is the only one with the 
backing of Houston Police Department forensic artist Lois 
Gibson. McDuffie said he also has taken and passed a 
polygraph test to prove his identity. 

He is 84 now and lives in Arlington with his daughter but 
McDuffie was in League City this weekend at the American 
Legion Post 554 for a Valentine’s Day dance. The American 
Legion Riders, a motorcycle group that raises money for 
scholarships, the Make-A-Wish Foundation and helps the 
Wounded Warrior Project, invited McDuffie down to the 
dance. 

“People are so excited,” said Sara Lacey, the Post’s 
auxiliary president. 

Two actors, Dave Pavini and Summer Haywood, 
recreated the scene for the dance, Lacey said. But the man 
everyone wanted to meet and take pictures with was 
McDuffie. 

McDuffie takes time to go to events like the one at the 
American Legion Post in League City. He has been 
everywhere from hangar dances in San Marcos to the 
Pentagon in Washington D.C., said Rene Armstrong, a local 
author who helps McDuffie book his trips.  

People often ask him what the story is behind the kiss is. 
It wasn’t romantic love that inspired the moment, McDuffie 
said. He joined the Navy when he was only 15. He had two 
brothers in the Navy and one in the Air Force, McDuffie said. 

On the day of the picture, McDuffie was in New York on 
leave and was on his way to visit a girlfriend in the city. He 
was walking out of the subway when a woman told him the 
war was over, McDuffie said. 

As he came out into the sunlight in Times Square, 
McDuffie said he was thinking of only one thing — his 
brother who was a prisoner of war in Japan. 

“I ran out into the street jumping and hollering thinking 
that if he was alive he could home,” McDuffie said. 

The nurse had her back to him at first, he said. 
“When she heard me, she turned around and held out her 

arms and the rest is history,” McDuffie said. 
McDuffie said he remembers the photographer rushing up 

to take their picture. But McDuffie said he shipped out not 
long after that day and he wouldn’t get to see the picture until 
after it had been published in Life magazine. 

His brother came home but McDuffie, who was a 
gunner’s mate, said he did not leave the Navy until the 
following year. 

It was a good kiss, McDuffie said, thinking about the 
moment he shared with the nurse in 1954. He definitely would 
kiss her again if he had the chance, he said. 

“She had the biggest mouth of any woman I ever kissed,” 
McDuffie said. “That’s something I’ve never forgot.”  
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51. U.S. Seeks More Marines In Asia By Rotation: Panetta 
(YONHAP NEWS AGENCY 14 FEB 12) ... Lee Chi-dong, Yonhap 

WASHINGTON -- The United States plans to expand the 
presence of its Marines in Asia in tandem with diplomatic 
initiatives towards the increasingly important region, Secretary 
of Defense Leon Panetta said Tuesday. 

Speaking at the Senate Armed Services Committee, 
Panetta assured lawmakers that U.S. military power in the 
Asia-Pacific area won't be weakened by envisioned steep 
budget cuts. 

"That's obviously a primary concern for us, because we 
do believe that it is important to maintain a strong presence in 
the Pacific," he said. 

He said the Pentagon will "maintain an additional 
rotational presence with our Marines throughout the area." 

The U.S. has already forged a deal with Australia for a 
rotational presence and it is working with the Philippines for a 
similar agreement. 

He stressed the importance of naval aircraft carriers that 
enable "quick deployment." The U.S. has 11 carriers in the 
Pacific area. 

Panetta reiterated that North Korea and Iran pose threats 
to global stability. 

The Secretary urged Congress to approve a 2013 defense 
budget plan, which calls for a 32-billion-dollar reduction from 
this year. 

If Congress fails to agree by January 2013 on ways to 
slash federal budget deficits, the Pentagon will be forced to cut 
about an additional $500 billion over the next decade. 

"I know these are tough issues. This is the beginning; it's 
not the end of this process. But make no mistake: The savings 
that we are proposing are significant and broad-based and will 
impact on all 50 states," Panetta said. 
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Many Republican members of Congress, however, claim 
that the Obama administration should focus on reducing 
spending on the domestic front, not on national security. 

"Unfortunately, this defense budget continues the 
administration's habit of putting short-term political 
considerations over our long-term national security interests," 
Sen. John McCain (R-Arizona) said. 

Meanwhile, the department plans to scale down personnel 
in the Army and Marine Corps. 

The number of active Army personnel will be cut from 
562,000 to 490,000 by 2017, while that of Marine Corps will 
be cut from 202,000 to 182,000. 

"Our goal is to expand our rotational presence" in Asia 
and the Middle East, added Panetta. 

 
Return to Index 
 

52. Navy Bomb School Ordered By Admiral To Remove Motto Of ‘Initial Success Or Total Failure’ 
(WASHINGTON POST 14 FEB 12) 

PENSACOLA, Fla. — The school where bomb 
technicians from all branches of the U.S. military learn their 
craft has been ordered to remove the unofficial motto “Initial 
Success or Total Failure” from its classroom walls. 

Rear Adm. Michael Tillotson told school leaders this 
month that the motto could be viewed as disrespectful to the 
hundreds of Explosive Ordnance Disposal technicians who 
have died in the line of duty. 

“The motto itself holds potential insensitivities and 
implies that our fallen and wounded EOD Warriors have 
somehow failed,” Tillotson, who is based in Norfolk, Va., said 
in a memo to the Florida school. 

“Throughout history many EOD techs from the Army, 
Navy, Marine Corps, Air Force, other U.S. government and 
civilian agencies, as well as foreign partners have lost their 
lives or been wounded in the line of duty. To imply that they 
failed is insensitive and disrespectful. We owe our fallen 
warriors and their families honor and dignity for their heroic 
service,” the admiral said in a prepared statement. 

Officials said the admiral is especially concerned about 
the hundreds of family members who visit the school each 
spring for a memorial to military bomb technicians who have 
died in the line of duty the previous year. 

The school will add the names of at least 17 of its 
graduates to its memorial wall when it holds its annual 
ceremony this May, said Ed Barker, a spokesman for the 
Naval Education and Training Command that over sees the 
EOD school at Eglin Air Force Base. The elite school trains 

EOD techs for the Army, Navy, Air Force and Marines and is 
among the toughest schools in the military. 

The admiral’s mandate was not popular with some current 
and former EOD members. A Facebook page has been 
dedicated to keeping the motto. They wrote on the Facebook 
page that the motto reminds them of the life or death 
consequences of their jobs. 

“The motto is not about the individual, it is about the 
mission, and when you are dealing with an explosive device 
you generally get one shot to render it safe,” Will Pratt, a 
former Army EOD technician, wrote in an email to the 
Northwest Florida Daily News newspaper of Fort Walton 
Beach. 

Barker said many of those killed in Iraq and Afghanistan 
were killed by remotely detonated devices, and there is 
nothing they could have done to prevent the bomb from 
exploding in the seconds before someone triggered it. 

He said the admiral is sensitive to this and doesn’t want 
anyone to imply that these EOD technicians failed in their 
mission. 

“That’s something they had no control over,” he said. 
He said the Navy has not ordered EOD members to get 

rid of personal items with the motto — only official reference 
to it the school hallways, classroom walls and other public 
places in the building. 

“You can keep individual, personal stuff like coffee 
mugs,” he said. 

 
Return to Index 
 
 

OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
53. The New China Will Test The U.S. 
(LOS ANGELES TIMES 15 FEB 12) ... Nina Hachigian 

The palace intrigue surrounding the shape of China's next 
leadership is thick. Rumors abound about who's up, who's 
down and who's out. What is fairly certain is that Vice 
President Xi Jinping, who arrives Thursday in Los Angeles for 
a visit, will become general secretary of the Communist Party 
in November and China's next president in March 2013. 

What we do not yet know is who will fill the remaining 
open slots on the powerful Politburo Standing Committee, as 
seven of the nine members retire. That matters because the 
next president is unlikely to become a strongman, as in 
China's past. The leadership is becoming more and more 
oligarchic, with the members of the Standing Committee 
ruling by consensus. Mao Tse-tung and Deng Xiaoping led by 
decree. Xi will have to broker. 

Xi will head a Communist Party that is increasingly split 
into two factions: the ''populists" and the "elitists." Xi's father 
served as a vice premier under Mao, which makes Xi a 
"princeling" -- a privileged child of Communist Party royalty. 
Xi's experience in running three advanced regions of China 
further aligns him with the elitists, who represent China's 
entrepreneurs. However, Xi was among the urban youths that 
Mao sent to live and work in the countryside, and he lived his 
teenage years in poverty in a cave home. From that 
experience, he surely must have some sympathy for a populist 
agenda. 

Xi and his colleagues will have to contend with the 
elitist/populist rivalry at the same they're tackling daunting 
domestic problems. Air pollution, an aging population, a 
serious shortage of clean water and the growing gap in wealth 
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have all become so serious that there is little room for error in 
their management. 

The economic model that has propelled China forward so 
fast is no longer sustainable, but powerful entrenched interests 
are resisting the transition from investing and export-led 
growth to growth fueled by domestic consumption. Continued 
endemic corruption, meanwhile, is weakening the political 
system and sowing distrust among the people. The 
government is brutally suppressing local protests as well as 
intellectuals' calls for reform. 

Understandably, China's leaders do not see their nation as 
the unstoppable giant that Americans do. They see potential 
chaos around every corner. These insecurities are one factor 
that feeds suspicions of America's motives among many 
Chinese -- leaders and the people alike. It is becoming a 
mainstream view that the United States wants to weaken 
China or even "contain" it. 

President Obama's trip to Asia in November, which 
heralded an overdue rebalancing of U.S. foreign policy toward 
Asia, fanned the flames of these concerns, as many in China 
saw each American initiative as part of a plan to encircle 
China, from the first U.S. troop presence in Australia to a new 
trade arrangement that demands high labor, environmental and 
intellectual property standards from the countries that join. 

China does not have a monopoly on insecurity, however. 
Americans are worried about our economic future as the 
economy recovers at a slow pace. The specter of China's rapid 
growth throws America's troubles into sharp relief. Many 
Americans resent their jobs moving to China and Beijing's 
unfair trading practices. 

Until the United States gets back on track with 
investments in education, innovation and other areas, 
continued economic insecurity in our country will lead many 

Americans to see China as more of a predatory, unstoppable 
economic engine than it is. This misperception will combine 
with China's insecurity about American intentions, causing, in 
turn, more Chinese to see America as a predatory, powerful 
political and military machine. 

The United States needs to manage China's suspicions 
because America needs China's assistance on some key 
challenges. Rebalancing the global economy and developing 
clean energy are joint projects. Solving the quandaries of Iran 
and North Korea requires China's assistance. 

So as the United States ramps up in Asia, it needs to 
continue to assure China that America welcomes its 
prosperity. While the U.S. pushes and prods China to follow 
international rules, especially when it comes to trade and 
human rights, it should continue to seek to expand cooperation 
in other areas and strengthen underutilized channels such as 
military-to-military, student exchanges and tourism. 

Any perceived U.S. aggression only encourages 
nationalist hard-liners in China. The United States should not 
give these political players any assistance in the current power 
struggle. 

It is easy to get caught up in the weekly drama of the 
U.S.-China relationship, especially during election season. 
Whether China continues to grow stronger or stumbles from 
its many internal problems, it is not going anywhere. America 
has to play the long game and get China policy right, not just 
for this month or year but for this decade and century. We are 
interdependent and stuck with one another. 

Angelenos have an easier time with this reality than some 
of their friends inside the Beltway. Xi's visit here may lay the 
groundwork for more trust. Or at least less suspicion. 
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54. End Separation Payback  
(NAVY TIMES 20 FEB 12) ... Editorial 

Active duty service members whose careers are 
prematurely cut short by force cuts typically earn separation 
pay. 

Yet many still want to serve, and they do so in the 
National Guard or reserves. 

But under present rules, those who go reserve and stay on 
until retirement face a nasty surprise when it’s time to start 
drawing a retirement check: They have to pay back whatever 
separation pay they received when they left active duty. 

The money is recouped by the Pentagon through a 40 
percent tax on monthly retirement checks until the “debt” is 
satisfied. 

Involuntary separation pay ranges from $14,265 for E-3s 
with six years of service to $172,420 for O-5s with 18 years. 
Voluntary separation pay can be several times that. 

The Military Coalition, a group of more than 30 military 
and veterans associations, is pushing Congress to exempt 

involuntary separation pay from recoupment for troops who 
later qualify for military retirement as reservists. 

They have the right idea. As victims of a numbers game, 
these troops are compensated for losing their full-time jobs. 

They needn’t be punished again because they chose to 
serve their country in a different capacity. 

The coalition has a plan that makes sense. It would treat 
voluntary and involuntary separation pay differently, noting 
that those who received involuntary separation pay because 
they were forced out suffered more than those who received a 
larger separation payout for choosing to leave. 

Under their plan, involuntary separation pay would not be 
subject to recoupment, and only the portion of voluntary 
separation pay above and beyond the involuntary amount 
would have to be repaid. 

It’s an elegant and equitable solution, one that serves both 
the troops and the military well. 

Return to Index 
 

55. Navy: Out To Sea 
(RICHMOND TIMES-DISPATCH 15 FEB 12) 

An aircraft carrier will not be moving from its homeport 
in Hampton Roads to Florida. President Obama's budget does 
not include funds for the shift. 

Virginians welcomed the news. Floridians said the project 
has been put on hold. 
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Supporters say they want to disperse the fleet to defend 
against terrorism, and to minimize disruptions caused by 
hurricanes. Critics counter that Hampton Roads already serves 
as the world's pre-eminent naval base. Why alter the happy 
arrangement? 

The decision to keep the carriers in Virginia may have as 
much to do with dollars as with national security. Although 
The Times-Dispatch understands the defense budget's 
contribution to Virginia's prosperity, decisions regarding 

security should be based solely on … security. We trust that is 
what happened here. We commend the state's delegation for 
making the military case for Hampton Roads. 

During his tenure at the Pentagon, Dick Cheney reminded 
local officials that he served as secretary of defense, not as 
secretary of economic development. As Virginians cheer the 
carrier news, they ought to appreciate his point. 

 

Return to Index 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Military Star Power Endorses High Seas Treaty 
Naval Academy to increase stadium seating by 2015 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 14 JUN 12) ... Donna Cassata 

WASHINGTON — Proponents of a treaty governing the high seas rolled out military star power Thursday to try to lift the 
prospects for a long-spurned pact that faces strong conservative Republican opposition. 

 
2. Northrop Grumman Unveils U.S. Navy's MQ-4C BAMS Triton 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 14 JUN 12) ... Michelle Connolly, Persistent Maritime Unmanned Aircraft System Communication Support 

PALM DALE, Calif. -- The unmanned aircraft community received its first glimpse of the U.S. Navy's MQ-4C Broad Area 
Maritime Surveillance (BAMS) unmanned aircraft system (UAS) during an unveiling ceremony June 14 at Northrop Grumman's 
Palmdale, Calif., manufacturing plant. 

 
3. MCAS Miramar 'Flip the Switch' Ceremony Celebrates Renewable Energy Facility 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 15 JUN 12) ... Lee H. Saunders, Naval Facilities Engineering Command Southwest Public Affairs 

SAN DIEGO -- Deputy Assistant Secretary of the Navy for Energy Tom Hicks, along with various military and civic officials, 
participated in a ceremony, June 14, celebrating the completion of a renewable energy facility at Marine Corps Air Station (MCAS) 
Miramar. 

 
4. Culinary Specialists Cook Like It's 1812 At Baltimore's 'Sailabration' 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 14 JUN 12) ... Debbie Dortch, Naval Supply Systems Command 

BALTIMORE, Md. -- Navy culinary specialists (CS) are in Baltimore's Inner Harbor June 14-17 to offer some insight into the 
diet of Sailors in 1812 and compare it to today's diet to support the 21st Century Sailor. 

 

CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
5. U.S. Navy Hospital Ship To Arrive For World's Largest Humanitarian Mission In Pacific 
(INTERAKSYON (PHILIPPINES) 15 JUN 12) ... Abigail C. Kwok 

The United States Navy's hospital ship, USNS Mercy, is expected to arrive in the country over the weekend, to participate in the 
world's largest joint humanitarian mission in the Pacific, the Armed Forces of the Philippines said. 

 
6. USS Tucson Returns To Pearl Harbor 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 15 JUN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Ronald Gutridge, Commander, Submarine Force, 
U.S. Pacific Fleet Public Affairs 

PEARL HARBOR -- Friends and families of the crew from the USS Tucson (SSN 770) gathered at the submarine piers to 
welcome back the Los Angeles-class submarine as she returned to Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam after completing a six-month 
deployment to the Western Pacific region, June 14. 

 
7. USS New Orleans Arrives In Pearl Harbor 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 15 JUN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Gabriel Owens, USS New Orleans Public Affairs 

PEARL HARBOR -- The amphibious transport dock ship USS New Orleans (LPD 18) and embarked Marines assigned to the 
11th Marine Expeditionary Unit (11th MEU) arrived in Pearl Harbor, June 13, for a port visit. 

 
8. Destroyer Benfold Leaving For Western Pacific 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 14 JUN 12) ... Gary Robbins 

The guided-missile destroyer Benfold will leave San Diego Friday for an eight-month deployment to the western Pacific, where 
the 505-foot ship will support the Navy's efforts in Ballistic Missile Defense. 
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9. NATO Drills At Former Soviet Nuclear Submarine Base In Estonia "Symbolic" - Ilves 
(MOSCOW INTERFAX 14 JUN 12) 

TALLINN -- With its withdrawal from the Soviet Union Estonia has gained the right to choose its own allies, Estonian President 
Toomas Hendrik Ilves said. 

 
10. U.S. Navy Attack Sub's Chief Glad To Be 'Home' As Boat Visits Brevard 
Nuclear submarine USS Mississippi stops at Port Canaveral 
(FLORIDA TODAY 14 JUN 12) ... R. Norman Moody 

PORT CANAVERAL — When the USS Mississippi, the U.S. Navy’s newest nuclear-powered attack submarine, arrived 
Thursday at the Trident Wharf at the Naval Ordnance Test Unit, its top enlisted Sailor, Master Chief Petty Officer William Stoiber, 
felt like he had arrived home. 

 
11. Navy Ceremonial Guard - Behind The Scenes 
(YOUTUBE 14 JUN 12) ... U.S. Navy 

Members of the United States Navy Ceremonial Guard, based in Washington, D.C. share what it takes to be a part of the team. 
 

GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
12. Former Bush Officials Clash Over Need For The Law Of The Sea Treaty 
(THE HILL 14 JUN 12) ... Julian Pecquet 

Top George W. Bush administration officials clashed Thursday over whether the United States should join a maritime treaty at 
the United Nations. 

 
13. Japanese Navy Ships Call At Kochi 
(ASIAN NEWS INTERNATIONAL (INDIA) 14 JUN 12) 

NEW DELHI -- Even as Indian and Japanese Navies completed JIMEX 12, the first ever naval exercise between the two 
countries, off Tokyo last week, two Japanese navy (Japanese Maritime Self Defence Force- JMSDF) ships-the JDS Murasame and the 
JDS Harusame-called at Kochi yesterday after completing their four-month-long anti piracy deployment in the Gulf of Aden. 

 
14. Seoul To Rely On Simulators To Evaluate F-35 For F-X III Contest 
(FLIGHT GLOBAL 14 JUN 12) ... Greg Waldron 

SINGAPORE -- South Korea's evaluation team for the F-X III competition for 60 fighters will evaluate the Lockheed Martin F-35 
mainly through the use of simulators. 

 
15. U.S.-Pakistan Relationship Appears Closer Than Ever To Dead End 
Talks on key issues hit roadblocks as elections near in both nations 
(WASHINGTON POST 15 JUN 12) ... Karen DeYoung 

When Defense Secretary Leon E. Panetta was asked on a visit to India last week why Pakistan had not interfered with the U.S. 
operation to kill Osama bin Laden, he answered with a grin. 

 
16. China, Iran, Russia Helped Venezuela Build Drone: Chavez 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 14 JUN 12) 

CARACAS, Venezuela — President Hugo Chavez has revealed that Venezuela has made its first drone in partnership with Iran, 
Russia and China, and said Caracas plans to start exporting it soon. 

 
17. Gillard Signs Deal To Further NATO Ties 
(THE AUSTRALIAN 15 JUN 12) ... Brendan Nicholson 

After years heavily involved in the NATO-led operation in Afghanistan, Australia has finally reached a formal agreement to co-
operate with the Europe-based alliance into the future. 

 
18. NATO Down Under 
(AVIATION WEEK 14 JUN 12) ... Nicholas Fiorenza 

NATO Secretary General Anders Fogh Rasmussen and Australian Prime Minister Julia Gillard signed the NATO-Australia Joint 
Political Declaration in Canberra today. It is the first such agreement between the alliance and one of its global partners and foresees 
cooperation in crisis and conflict management, post-conflict situations, reconstruction and humanitarian assistance and disaster relief. 
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PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
19. Navy Surgeon General Honors Hospital Corps' 114th Birthday 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 14 JUN 12) ... Valerie A. Kremer, U.S. Navy Bureau of Medicine and Surgery Public Affairs 

FALLS CHURCH, Va. -- The Navy Surgeon General released the following birthday message to the Navy Hospital Corps June 
15, in recognition of its birthday. 

 
20. Conflicting Rules Require Defense Dept. To Hire And Fire Workers 
(NATIONAL DEFENSE 14 JUN 12) ... Sandra Erwin 

Congress wants the Defense Department to hire more civilian workers to replace contractors. It also is directing the Pentagon to 
downsize its civilian and contractor workforce by 5 percent over the next five years. 

 
21. Camp Pendleton Marine KIA Selected For Navy Cross 
Sgt. Matthew Abbate served with 3rd Battalion, 5th Marine Regiment in Sangin 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 14 JUN 12) ... Gretel C. Kovach 

A Camp Pendleton Marine killed in action in Afghanistan in 2010 has been approved for a posthumous Navy Cross, the second-
highest medal for valor in combat. 

 
22. Not Forgotten: Navy SEAL Gets Free House 
Charity looking to sign up more wounded veterans 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 14 JUN 12) ... Jeanette Steele 

From his wheelchair, retired Navy SEAL Elliott Miller raised the American flag at his new house Thursday. His house — all his 
and his wife’s — mortgage-free. 

 
23. Navy Chaplain Follows Two Callings 
(YUMA (AZ) SUN 14 JUN 12) ... James Gilbert 

For Lt. Daniel E. Chung, a Navy chaplain stationed at Marine Corps Air Station Yuma, the ministry wasn't his only calling. As it 
turned out, so was the military. 

 
24. Ex-Navy Chief Denied Clemency In Fraternization Case 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 15 JUN 12) ... Kate Wiltrout 

NORFOLK -- A former chief petty officer who was acquitted of raping his boss but convicted of fraternizing with her has been 
denied clemency, according to his lawyer. 

 

FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
25. Northrop Grumman Unveils First Navy BAMS 
(DEFENSE DAILY 15 JUN 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

Northrop Grumman has rolled out the first production aircraft of the Navy's version of Global Hawk, an unmanned aerial vehicle 
designed to perform wide-area maritime intelligence, surveillance and reconnaissance (ISR) missions. 

 
26. U.S. Sequestration Won’t Happen, Levin Predicts 
(DEFENSE NEWS 14 JUN 12) ... Rick Maze 

The U.S. Senate Armed Services Committee chairman predicted June 14 that Congress will find a way to avoid automatic budget 
cuts in January that could hurt national security, but he added that any ultimate budget agreement won’t leave the U.S. Defense 
Department unscathed. 

 
27. Senator Urges Bigger Cuts To Nuclear Arsenal 
(NEW YORK TIMES 15 JUN 12) ... Thom Shanker 

WASHINGTON — The chairman of the Senate Armed Services Committee called on the Obama administration on Thursday to 
seek cuts in nuclear warheads far beyond the requirements of current treaties. 

 
28. Air Force Nearing Answers On F-22 Oxygen Issue 
(REUTERS 15 JUN 12) ... Andrea Shalal-Esa 

WASHINGTON -- The Air Force is close to understanding what is causing some F-22 fighter pilots to get dizzy and disoriented 
when flying the most advanced U.S. warplane, and could resume normal operations later this year, a top general said on Thursday. 
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29. GAO'S Latest F-35 Report; 2011 Performance 'Mixed' 
(AOL DEFENSE 14 JUN 12) 

The drumbeat of mostly negative news about the F-35 from the Government Accountability Office continues. Here's what GAO 
said in its latest report, just released: 

 

BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
30. Navy Ships Participate In Flag Day, War Of 1812 Commemorations 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 14 JUN 12) ... Donna Miles, American Forces Press Service 

WASHINGTON -- Ten Navy ships, including USS Fort McHenry, are commemorating Flag Day today at the site of the historic 
battle that inspired the national anthem. 

 
31. On Flag Day, Inspiration Abounds 
Hundreds gather to marry Star-Spangled Banner with 9/11 Flag as part of 'Sailabration' 
(BALTIMORE SUN 14 JUN 12) ... Yvonne Wenger 

For the better part of a decade, Jill Crowther-Peters has portrayed the widowed seamstress who stitched the Star-Spangled 
Banner, but on Thursday she had the chance to really feel what it was like to be her. 

 
32. War Of 1812 Bicentennial: USA Shrugs As Canada Goes All Out 
(USA TODAY 15 JUN 12) ... Rick Hampson 

LEWISTON, N.Y. – When the first big battle of the War of 1812 is re-enacted this fall, the U.S. 1st Artillery regiment will mount 
an ear-splitting barrage. The Yanks will point their cannons at British redcoats across the Niagara River in Canada. They will wear 
blue. They will curse King George. 

 
33. Groton Shipyard Marks 60th Anniversary Of Keel-Laying For 1st Nuclear-Powered Submarine 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 14 JUN 12) 

GROTON, Conn. — A Groton shipyard on Thursday commemorated the 60th anniversary of the keel-laying for USS Nautilus, 
the world's first nuclear-powered submarine. 

 
34. Strategic Weapons Systems Engineering Facility Opens 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 14 JUN 12) ... Naval Surface Warfare Center Crane Public Affairs 

CRANE, Ind. -- Naval Surface Warfare Center (NSWC) Crane opened a new facility, June 13, that will co-locate diverse research 
and development functions which enable the fielding of trusted electronic technologies. 

 
35. Navy's Largest Systems Command Hosts STEM Outreach Event 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 14 JUN 12) ... Naval Sea Systems Command 

WASHINGTON -- Naval Sea Systems Command hosted a Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics (STEM) 
recruitment event for potential mentors, June 13, continuing a legacy that has engaged and educated more than 30,000 students across 
the United States. 

 
36. Commissaries At Risk 
Base Grocers Want Store Consolidation Idea Shelved 
(MILITARY UPDATE 14 JUN 12) ... Tom Philpott 

As congressional inaction on the debt crisis deepens the threat of indiscriminate axe wielding on defense programs by next 
January, advocates for base grocery stores hope to emboss a "hands off" sign on military commissaries and their $1.3 billion annual 
appropriation. 

 

NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
37. U.S. Naval War College To Hold Graduation 
(BOSTON GLOBE 15 JUN 12) 

NEWPORT, R.I.—The U.S. Navy's chief of naval operations is set to address graduates at the U.S. Naval War College. 
 

38. Simmering Senate Support For East Coast Missile Site 
(DEFENSE DAILY 15 JUN 12) ... Emelie Rutherford 

There is some support in the Senate for building a missile-defense site on the U.S. East Coast, and the matter could be debated in 
the chamber this summer, lawmakers said yesterday. 
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39. Navy Seeks Social Media Tracker To Measure Reach 
(NEXTGOV 14 JUN 12) ... Dawn Lim 

The Navy is seeking a software suite to comb social media networks and news sites and analyze if it is sending out the right 
messages to the public, contract documents show. 

 
40. Pentagon To Mark Gay Pride Month 
Military to recognize gay troops this month 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 15 JUN 12) ... Pauline Jelinek 

WASHINGTON -- Last summer, gays in the military dared not acknowledge their sexual orientation. This summer, the Pentagon 
will salute them, marking June as gay pride month just as it has marked other celebrations honoring racial or ethnic groups. 

 
41. Navy-Sponsored Scientists Win International Acclaim 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 14 JUNE 12) ... Dave Smalley, Office of Naval Research Public Affairs 

ARLINGTON, Va. -- The Office of Naval Research (ONR) announced two ONR-supported scientists have been awarded the 
prestigious 2012 Kavli Prize for nanoscience and neuroscience, May 31. 

 
42. Naval Academy To Expand Football Stadium 
(ANNAPOLIS CAPITAL GAZETTE 14 JUN 12) ... John Arenas 

The Naval Academy Athletic Association plans to spend $16 million to increase seating in Navy-Marine Corps Memorial 
Stadium by about 10 percent in preparation for the academy’s transition to the Big East Conference in 2015. 

 

OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
43. Mixed Signals In U.S.-Philippine Build-Up 
(ASIA TIMES ONLINE 14 JUN 12) ... George Amurao 

When Philippine President Benigno Aquino traveled last week to Washington to meet President Barack Obama and other top U.S. 
government officials, he sought assistance from a long-time strategic ally to help bolster his country's position vis-a-vis an 
increasingly aggressive China. 

 
44. When The U.S. Declared War On Britain 
The political fallout from the War of 1812 helps explain why Congress has never again so vigorously 
exercised the power over war entrenched in the legislative branch. 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 15 JUN 12) ... Walter R. Borneman 

Two hundred years ago, on June 17, 1812, after considerable debate and a close vote, the United States Congress made its first 
use of powers granted it by Article I, Section 8, of the Constitution and declared war on Great Britain. It would come to be called the 
War of 1812. 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Military Star Power Endorses High Seas Treaty 
Naval Academy to increase stadium seating by 2015 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 14 JUN 12) ... Donna Cassata 

WASHINGTON — Proponents of a treaty governing the 
high seas rolled out military star power Thursday to try to lift 
the prospects for a long-spurned pact that faces strong 
conservative Republican opposition. 

Four admirals, including the chief of naval operations and 
the vice chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, and two 
generals appealed to the Senate Foreign Relations Committee 
to ratify the U.N. Convention on the Law of the Sea. The 
United States is the only major nation that has refused to sign 
the treaty, which was concluded in 1982 and been in force 
since 1994. 

The appearance by the military leaders came just a few 
weeks after Defense Secretary Leon Panetta, Secretary of 
State Hillary Rodham Clinton and Army Gen. Martin 
Dempsey, the chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, made a 
rare joint appearance before the committee to argue for the 
treaty. 

Sen. John Kerry, D-Mass., the panel's chairman, is trying 
to build a case for the pact, which is endorsed by 161 countries 
and the European Union. Kerry is holding out the possibility 
of a vote in a congressional lame-duck session after the 
November elections. 

The military leaders insisted that the pact would improve 
national security and enhance U.S. standing in the world, 
while conservatives say the treaty would undermine U.S. 
sovereignty. The United States has abided by the rules of the 
treaty since President Ronald Reagan's administration. 

"It will fortify our credibility as the world's leading naval 
power and allow us to bring to bear the full force of our 
influence on maritime disputes. In short, it preserves what we 
have and it gives us yet another tool to engage any nation that 
would threaten our maritime interests," said Adm. James 
Winnefeld Jr., vice chairman of the Joint Chiefs. 

Adm. Jonathan Greenert, the chief of naval operations, 
said Iran's threats to close the Strait of Hormuz signals the 
importance of ratifying the treaty to deal with violations of 

international law that would limit access to international 
waters. 

Said Kerry: "Do we really want to entrust our national 
security to an unwritten set of rules? Is there any other area in 
which we choose to leave important matters of national 
security to customary law? The answer to both questions is 
no." 

The treaty establishes a system for resolving disputes in 
international waters and recognizes sovereign rights over a 
country's continental shelf out to 200 nautical miles and 
beyond if the country can provide evidence to substantiate its 
claims. 

Conservative Republican opposition puts GOP lawmakers 
in an unusual spot, at odds not only with the business industry 
including the U.S. Chamber of Commerce and the American 
Petroleum Institute as well as the nation's military leaders. 
Twenty-six of the Senate's 47 Republicans have signed a letter 
pledging to oppose the treaty if it gets to the Senate for a vote. 

GOP members of the committee challenged the military 
witnesses, questioning why the treaty hasn't helped to resolve 
disputes in the South China Sea. 

Sen. Jim Risch, R-Idaho, was clearly angry with Adm. 
Robert Papp, the commandant of the U.S. Coast Guard, who 
testified that the U.S. is involved in dispute that can only be 
resolved within the treaty. 

"Our border between Canada and Alaska is under 
dispute," Papp said. "We can't negotiate with all of the tools in 
our tool bag with Canada unless we are members of the 
convention." 

That elicited a rebuke from Risch. 
"Admiral Papp, you know, we sit here every day and it 

isn't very often our intelligence is insulted. But for you to 
come here and tell us that we can't resolve a border dispute 
with Canada because we're not a member of this Law of the 
Sea treaty really does that," the senator said. 

Return to Index 
 

2. Northrop Grumman Unveils U.S. Navy's MQ-4C BAMS Triton 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 14 JUN 12) ... Michelle Connolly, Persistent Maritime Unmanned Aircraft System Communication Support 

PALM DALE, Calif. -- The unmanned aircraft 
community received its first glimpse of the U.S. Navy's MQ-
4C Broad Area Maritime Surveillance (BAMS) unmanned 
aircraft system (UAS) during an unveiling ceremony June 14 
at Northrop Grumman's Palmdale, Calif., manufacturing plant. 

"Last year, we proudly celebrated the centennial of naval 
aviation--this year we have seen the rollout of a new patrol 
aircraft and now, the beginning of an unmanned tradition in 
our fleet with the rollout of BAMS," said Vice Chief of Naval 
Operations Adm. Mark Ferguson who spoke at the unveiling. 
"BAMS is uniquely suited to meet the demands of the 
maritime environment and give us the advantage we will need 
in the future--history will record this introduction as a 
milestone in the second hundred years of naval aviation." 

Now officially called the Triton, the MQ-4C's unveiling 
caps more than four years of development with Northrop 
Grumman for the surveillance aircraft. The Triton will be an 
adjunct to the P-8A Poseidon as part of the Navy's Maritime 
Patrol and Reconnaissance Force family of systems. 

"It's a phenomenal event to see the fruits of our labor 
come to fruition after four years of hard work and dedication 
to this program," said Capt. James Hoke, program manager for 
the Persistent Maritime Unmanned Aircraft Systems Program 
Office (PMA-262), which manages the Triton program. "We 
are looking forward to continuing testing and evaluation, parts 
assembly and installation and radar risk-reduction tests." 

The next steps for the Triton program involve continued 
testing, functional requirements review and first flight for the 
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system development and demonstration (SDD-1) aircraft. 
SDD-2 will follow a few months behind SDD-1. 

The Triton air vehicle, which has a 130.9-foot wingspan, 
is based on the Air Force's RQ-4B Global Hawk, while its 
sensors are based on components and systems already fielded 
in the Department of Defense inventory. The Triton's new 
features include the AN/ZPY-3 multi-function active-sensor 
(MFAS) radar system, the primary sensor on the Triton. The 

MFAS completed first flight in December aboard a 
Gulfstream aircraft. 

With the MFAS radar's capabilities, the Triton will be 
able to cover more than 2.7 million square miles in a single 
mission. The Triton's capability to perform persistent 
intelligence, surveillance and reconnaissance with a range of 
2,000 nautical miles will allow P-8A, P-3C and EP-3E aircraft 
to focus on their core missions, adding to the capability of the 
Navy's Maritime Patrol and Reconnaissance Force. 

Return to Index 
 

3. MCAS Miramar 'Flip the Switch' Ceremony Celebrates Renewable Energy Facility 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 15 JUN 12) ... Lee H. Saunders, Naval Facilities Engineering Command Southwest Public Affairs 

SAN DIEGO -- Deputy Assistant Secretary of the Navy 
for Energy Tom Hicks, along with various military and civic 
officials, participated in a ceremony, June 14, celebrating the 
completion of a renewable energy facility at Marine Corps Air 
Station (MCAS) Miramar. 

Officials from the Marine Corps, U.S. Navy, city of San 
Diego, and project contractors also participated in the 
ceremony. 

The renewable energy facility will supply MCAS 
Miramar with up to half of its daily power over a 15-year 
period. 

"The Miramar Energy project will allow MCAS Miramar 
to generate 51 percent of its base energy load from renewable 
'green' energy, meeting the Secretary of the Navy's energy 
goal that 50 percent of shore energy is from a renewable 
energy source by 2020," said Marine Col. Frank Richie, 
MCAS Miramar commanding officer. "In addition, the air 
station will reduce greenhouse gas emissions and move toward 
greater energy independence while simultaneously benefiting 
the city of San Diego and all of Southern California by 
reducing our dependence on the electrical grid." 

Naval Facilities Engineering Command (NAVFAC) 
Southwest awarded a $42.7 million contract July 12, 2011, to 
Fortistar Methane Group of White Plains, N.Y., for the first 
project in the entire Department of Defense to use special 
legislation established to allow the long term, 10 to 30 year, 
business arrangements necessary to accomplish these types of 
power purchase agreements (PPAs). The special legislation is 
Section 2922a of U.S. Code Title 10 "Contracts for energy or 
fuel for military installations" which Congress enacted in July 
1982. 

"I am glad to see this project contributing to yet another 
positive step taken toward achieving the Navy's renewable 
energy goals," said Ashley Blakely, NAVFAC Southwest 
project manager for the Miramar Energy project. 

Miramar Energy LLC, a wholly-owned subsidiary of 
Fortistar Methane Group, built the 3.2 megawatt (MW) energy 
facility at the city of San Diego Miramar landfill. The city of 

San Diego landfill is on leased land from the U.S. Navy and 
adjacent to MCAS Miramar. Minnesota Methane, a subsidiary 
of Fortistar Methane Group, manages an energy facility built 
prior to the Miramar Energy facility that collects methane gas 
at the landfill to generate electricity for landfill operations. 
The facility's renewable energy is also sold to the city of San 
Diego. 

The Miramar Energy facility will supply MCAS Miramar 
with up to half of its daily electrical power over a 15 year 
period from two generators powered by renewable energy 
from methane gas. 

"Fortistar is proud to have been able to work with 
NAVFAC Southwest and the city of San Diego help the 
Marines stationed at MCAS Miramar move towards a more 
secure energy future by delivering 3.2 megawatts of electricity 
directly to the air station," said Mark Comora, Fortistar 
president. "We are proud to serve those who serve us." 

The project also had an American Recovery and 
Reinvestment Act of 2009 component. RQ-Berg JV of 
Carlsbad, Calif., constructed an electrical distribution system 
to supply the renewable energy from the landfill energy 
facility site to MCAS Miramar. RQ-Berg JV was awarded a 
$5.4 million Recovery Act funded contract for the project in 
2011. 

"I am pleased with the successful coordination achieved 
between the city of San Diego, San Diego Gas and Electric, 
Fortistar, RQ-Berg JV, Marine Corps Air Station Miramar and 
Naval Facilities Engineering Command Southwest allowing 
for a timely provision of renewable power," said Blakely. 

Hicks, Marine Corps Installation West Commanding 
General Brig. Gen. Vincent A. Coglianese, city of San Diego 
Mayor Jerry Sanders, MCAS Miramar Commanding Officer 
Col. Frank Richie, and Fortistar President Mark Comora spoke 
at the "Flip the Switch" ceremony. The ceremony concluded 
after Richie, Sanders and Comora started the two generators 
by pressing a touch screen start button on large scale monitors 
for each generator. The generators started and renewable 
energy began flowing to MCAS Miramar. 
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4. Culinary Specialists Cook Like It's 1812 At Baltimore's 'Sailabration' 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 14 JUN 12) ... Debbie Dortch, Naval Supply Systems Command 

BALTIMORE, Md. -- Navy culinary specialists (CS) are 
in Baltimore's Inner Harbor June 14-17 to offer some insight 
into the diet of Sailors in 1812 and compare it to today's diet 
to support the 21st Century Sailor. 

CSs have demonstrations scheduled each afternoon in 
which they will serve up samples of 1812 recipes like dried 
peas with pork and ship's biscuits. 

A costumed interpreter from the USS Constitution will be 
present, as well as Naval Supply Systems Command's 
(NAVSUP) nutrition program manager (registered dietician) 
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to answer questions and talk about the significance of today's 
nutritional requirements. 

"A lot goes into ensuring Sailors get healthy and 
nutritious meals to fuel them out at sea and keep them 
motivated and keep them going," said Cmdr. Danny King, 
Navy Food Service director for NAVSUP. "From recipe 
committees to nutritional analysis to Sailor feedback to recipe 
testing-it all adds up to ensuring Sailors have are the best they 
can be." 

"Baltimore's Sailabration is a terrific opportunity to share 
with others the importance of the work we do and our 
commitment to the Navy's success," King added. 

The Navy's more than 7,300 culinary specialists, deployed 
around the globe feed on average more than 92.5 million 
wholesome and nutritious meals per year, ensuring the Navy's 

fighting forces operate at peak performance and are ready to 
respond to threats worldwide. Navy commanding officers 
agree that nothing impacts Sailors on a day-to-day basis more 
than the food CSs prepare for them; they believe these top 
quality meals contribute directly to Sailor quality of life and 
morale. 

Today's CSs have greater culinary instruction than ever 
before. With even more advanced training on the way, Sailors, 
both afloat and ashore, can look forward to even healthier and 
better-tasting meals in the near future. 

The 21st Century Sailor and Marine initiative 
consolidates a set of objectives and policies, new and existing, 
to maximize Sailor and Marine personal readiness, build 
resiliency and hone the most combat-effective force in the 
history of the Department of the Navy. 
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CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
5. U.S. Navy Hospital Ship To Arrive For World's Largest Humanitarian Mission In Pacific 
(INTERAKSYON (PHILIPPINES) 15 JUN 12) ... Abigail C. Kwok 

The United States Navy's hospital ship, USNS Mercy, is 
expected to arrive in the country over the weekend, to 
participate in the world's largest joint humanitarian mission in 
the Pacific, the Armed Forces of the Philippines said. 

The USNS Mercy will anchor offshore at Calbayor City 
port facility in Samar on June 17. It will join the Japanese ship 
Oosumi, which will arrive a day later, for the Pacific 
Partnership 2012 (PP12), which is a series of medical civic 
assistance programs (MEDCAP), veterinary civic assistance 
programs (VETCAP), and dental civic assistance programs 
(DENCAP). 

Samar was chosen as the primary beneficiary of the PP12 
being a disaster-prone province. 

The USNS Mercy, the premier hospital ship of the U.S. 
Navy, is capable of rapid and mobile acute medical and 
surgical procedures with a total of 1,000 beds and can 
accommodate 200 patients per day. 

It is also highly-capable in giving medical and surgical 
specialties along with basic medical services like 
immunizations, primary care, pediatrics, optometry, dental 
care, nutrition counseling, infectious disease treatment, 
endocrinology, gastroenterology, and dermatology, among 
others. 

The vessel bears the "Red Cross" symbol making any 
attack against it a violation of the International Humanitarian 
Law. 

The Japanese ship Oosumi, meanwhile, will arrive on 
June 18 for sealift and airlift operations. A C1 Japanese 
aircraft will also bring in 24 Japanese medical personnel to 
Manila. 

The Pacific Partnership 2012 originated from 
humanitarian initiatives following the tsunami that hit 
Indonesia in 2004 and killed more than 200,000 people. 

It was developed by the U.S. Navy in a "whole of 
government" approach of American policy in the Pacific and 
is joined by partner nations including Thailand, Australia, 
Malaysia, Canada, France, Japan, New Zealand, Singapore, 
Korea, Chile, Peru, and Netherlands. 

The PP12 has the motto, "Prepare in Calm to Respond in 
Crisis" in addressing necessary precautions in calamity prone 

countries in the Pacific. In line with this, the Philippines 8th 
Infantry Division activated its disaster response task force to 
coordinate with local disaster and risk reduction councils and 
foreign partners to conduct table top exercises on 
humanitarian assistance and disaster response. 

The exercises are expected to start on June 19. 
The MEDCAP, VETCAP, and DENCAP will be 

conducted in Catbalogan City and Calbayog City and the 
towns of Silanga, Gandara, Carayman, Veriato, Malaga, and 
San Isidro. 

Subject Matter Expert Exchange seminars and other 
Community Relations activities will also be held in selected 
areas in Samar to prepare local residents against calamities. 

Engineers from the AFP and the U.S. are also conducting 
engineering civic assistance projects involving the 
construction and renovation of schools and a health center in 
Samar province. 

They are constructing a two-classroom school building in 
Palanit, San Isidro, Northern Samar; renovating a health center 
in Bugtong, Tinambacan District, Western Samar; renovating 
San Jorge Elementary School in San Jorge Samar; and 
reconstructing Tambongan Elementary School in Gandara 
District, Western Samar. 

AFP Chief of Staff General Jessie Dellosa expressed his 
all-out support to the Pacific Partnership 2012 and the arrival 
of foreign contingents as it will "greatly help in preparing 
disaster-prone areas as well as in advancing the spirit of 
cooperation and collaboration in dealing with man-made and 
natural disasters." 

"As a country often besieged with calamities particularly 
at this time of the year, we have to ensure that our people, 
especially those in high-risk areas, are properly informed and 
prepared against disasters. We are very thankful to the USNS 
Mercy and the JS Oosumi for their valuable contributions in 
humanitarian and civic assistance programs intended not only 
to provide relief and temporary solutions, but more so in 
teaching the importance of preparation and precaution," 
Dellosa said. 
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6. USS Tucson Returns To Pearl Harbor 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 15 JUN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Ronald Gutridge, Commander, Submarine Force, 
U.S. Pacific Fleet Public Affairs 

PEARL HARBOR -- Friends and families of the crew 
from the USS Tucson (SSN 770) gathered at the submarine 
piers to welcome back the Los Angeles-class submarine as she 
returned to Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam after completing a 
six-month deployment to the Western Pacific region, June 14. 

"Tucson had a very successful deployment supporting the 
theater commander's operational priorities for the Western 
Pacific region," said Cmdr. James O'Harrah, USS Tucson 
commanding officer. "The crew performed in an outstanding 
manner and I am very proud if their accomplishments and 
their professionalism." 

During the deployment, Tucson successfully conducted 
missions vital to national security and participated in 
challenging fleet exercises. Tucson also executed numerous 
theater level missions and conducted several port visits which 
included Okinawa, Guam, Sasebo and Saipan throughout its 
six months away from Pearl Harbor. 

During the deployment, 22 submariners became 
submarine qualified and are now entitled to wear the enlisted 
submarine warfare insignia also referred to as "Dolphins". A 
majority of the crew also completed advanced qualifications, 
including Engineering Watch Supervisor, Diving Officer of 
the Watch and Chief of the Watch. These qualifications 
provide greater watchbill flexibility and help ensure Tucson's 
performance will remain strong. 

"This deployment provided excellent training to all of our 
crew by providing them valuable experiences to complement 
their extensive professional knowledge," said O'Harrah. 
"These experiences will serve them well as they continue their 
naval careers." 

This was the first deployment for about one third of the 
137 crewmembers according to O'Harrah. Electronics 
Technician Seaman Eric Ramirez, from Hermiston, Ore., has 
been in the Navy for two years, describes his first deployment 
as something he will never forget. 

"This was a great learning experience for me. It enabled 
me to further my knowledge on submarine operations and 
become submarine qualified during my first deployment," said 
Ramirez. "The port visits also provided a great and unique 
culture observance being this is my first time traveling outside 
the U.S. I really enjoyed learning new things about different 
parts of the world." 

This was Tucson's second Western Pacific deployment 
since she underwent a 23-month depot modernization period 
at Norfolk Naval Shipyard, Portsmouth, Va. Improvements 
included upgrades in all of the ship's electronic systems, a 
complete overhaul of all machinery systems and a full external 
refurbishing. During that time, Tucson conducted numerous 
sea trials and a port visit in San Diego before conducting an 
inter-fleet transfer back to Naval Station Pearl Harbor in 2008. 

Tucson is the second ship of the United States Navy to 
bear the name of the Arizona city. It is the 59th Los Angeles-
class attack submarine and the 20th of the improved Los 
Angeles-class attack submarine to be built. Twelve vertical 
launch missile tubes for Tomahawk cruise missiles provide 
Tucson with great offensive capability. Retractable bow 
planes give the ship increased maneuverability and under ice 
surfacing potential. 
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7. USS New Orleans Arrives In Pearl Harbor 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 15 JUN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Gabriel Owens, USS New Orleans Public Affairs 

PEARL HARBOR -- The amphibious transport dock ship 
USS New Orleans (LPD 18) and embarked Marines assigned 
to the 11th Marine Expeditionary Unit (11th MEU) arrived in 
Pearl Harbor, June 13, for a port visit. 

The one-day visit is being used to receive supplies, pick 
up "Tigers" (civilian friends and family) who will ride the ship 
back to the ship's homeport of San Diego, and to afford an 
pportunity for the crew and embarked Marines to enjoy Oahu. 

This is the ship's second visit to Pearl Harbor on this 
deployment. "Big Easy" visited Pearl Harbor in November at 
the beginning of their seven-and-a-half month deployment. 

Cmdr. Dennis Jacko, commanding officer of USS New 
Orleans, has visited Pearl Harbor 10 times during his career 
and says he welcomes any opportunity to visit Hawaii. 

"Every time I come here, I make every attempt to go to 
the Arizona Memorial, and I encourage my Sailors to make 

the most of exploring our naval heritage here," he said. 
"Standing on the memorial is a powerful reminder of the 
sacrifices those Sailors who went before us made across the 
war in the Pacific." 

While the visit is short, two Sailors intend to recommit 
themselves to naval service by reenlisting at the USS Missouri 
museum, right next to the Arizona Memorial. 

"I'm excited," said Information Systems Technician 3rd 
Class Keith Mehle. "I really enjoyed our last time in Hawaii, 
and it's always nice to get a break from operations, even if it's 
just for one day." 

New Orleans, along with the embarked 11th MEU, is part 
of the Makin Island Amphibious Ready Group, which is 
currently deployed to the U.S. 3rd Fleet area of operations. 
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8. Destroyer Benfold Leaving For Western Pacific 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 14 JUN 12) ... Gary Robbins 

The guided-missile destroyer Benfold will leave San 
Diego Friday for an eight-month deployment to the western 

Pacific, where the 505-foot ship will support the Navy's efforts 
in Ballistic Missile Defense. 
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Benfold is one of the comparatively few Navy ships 
equipped for BMD, which means the vessel can spot, track 
and engage enemy ballistic missiles. The Navy has been 
beefing up its BMD program in case it has to engage missiles 
fired by such countries as Iran or North Korea. 

The ship will be under the guidance of Commander Dave 
Oden, who said in a statement, "The importance of Benfold's 

BMD capability in support of global mission requirements is 
definitely significant, and we take full pride in that fact." 

The Navy says that Benfold will leave Naval Station San 
Diego at 1 p.m. Friday, and pass beneath the Coronado Bridge 
around 1:15 p.m. It should make the mouth of the harbor by 
about 2 p.m. Cabrillo National Monument would be a good 
vantage point for watching the destroyer head out to sea. 

View Clip (RT: 0:50) 
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9. NATO Drills At Former Soviet Nuclear Submarine Base In Estonia "Symbolic" - Ilves 
(MOSCOW INTERFAX 14 JUN 12) 

TALLINN -- With its withdrawal from the Soviet Union 
Estonia has gained the right to choose its own allies, Estonian 
President Toomas Hendrik Ilves said. 

"Some 15 years ago NATO was a dream for Estonia. Now 
we see and know that NATO is visible and tangible, it is part 
of Estonia," the president said during his visit to the site of 
NATO's BALTOPS exercise in a former secret Soviet town of 
Paldiski on Thursday. The exercise aims at practicing 
amphibious assault landing by NATO troops in Estonia. 

"It is symbolic that one of the biggest recent exercises, 
BALTOPS, during which forces are practicing the U.S. Navy 
expeditionary warfare skills in crises," is taking place in 
Estonia on June 14, the day when thousands of people were 
deported from here 71 years ago, the Estonian president said. 

"The former secret town, which was a training center and 
a naval base for Soviet nuclear submarines, has become an 
open town where Estonia gladly meets its allies and asserts 
our alliance and faith in the common values, democracy and 
freedom," Ilves said. 
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10. U.S. Navy Attack Sub's Chief Glad To Be 'Home' As Boat Visits Brevard 
Nuclear submarine USS Mississippi stops at Port Canaveral 
(FLORIDA TODAY 14 JUN 12) ... R. Norman Moody 

PORT CANAVERAL — When the USS Mississippi, the 
U.S. Navy’s newest nuclear-powered attack submarine, 
arrived Thursday at the Trident Wharf at the Naval Ordnance 
Test Unit, its top enlisted Sailor, Master Chief Petty Officer 
William Stoiber, felt like he had arrived home. 

“It’s an honor to be able to come to Brevard,” he said. 
“It’s pretty nice to be able to come to Brevard and showcase 
the ship. I really love Florida and love Brevard.” 

Stoiber, 49, spent most of his adult life in the Navy’s 
submarine service, except for a break of about five years of 
civilian life when he lived in Palm Bay, which he considers 
home. He has a brother and a sister who still live there. 

The USS Mississippi is in Port Canaveral preparing to 
undergo weapons calibration and sonar testing, which is 
required before for the newest nuclear sub in the U.S. Navy 
fleet — commissioned June 2 — begins regular patrol. 

“This is an exciting time for these guys, getting 
operational,” said Steve McConnell, a spokesman for the 
Naval Ordnance Test Unit at the port. 

The crew of 145 will have some free time to spend on the 
Space Coast, and Stoiber, whose home base is Groton, Conn., 
will visit with family. 

“My wife said are we going to go house-hunting while 
we’re here,” said Stoiber, who plans to retire in about three 
years after three decades of service. 

He also has been the go-to for fellow submariners on the 
USS Mississippi seeking to get a taste of the area. 

“This guy has a lot of area knowledge,” McConnell said. 
Chief Petty Officer Askia Locure also lived in the area, 

stationed at NOTU for about three years before being assigned 
to the USS Mississippi. 

“I’ll get to catch up with some of my friends,” Locure 
said. “I think I fell in love with this community. I love it here.” 

Locure, 30, said he wanted to do something different 
when he left NOTU and found just that in the submarine 
service. 

Inside the Virginia-class submarine — in which many 
areas are classified — the doorways are no more than a few 
inches over 6 feet, with lower overhead clearance in other 
areas. Some of the berthing racks, or crew sleeping 
compartments, are shared on rotating shifts. Incoming and 
outgoing emails are screened. 

But crews are eager to serve on the submarines, many 
also happy to accept the incentive pay that comes with such an 
assignment. 

“The crew feels a tremendous sense of ownership,” said 
Capt. John McGrath, the ship’s commanding officer. “You can 
tell by the way they conduct their business.” 

The crew comes to Brevard County straight from last 
week’s commissioning in Pascagula, Miss. All received a 
certificate showing that they were part of the first crew. A 
bronze plaque, which will remain on the submarine for its 30-
year expected lifespan, records the names of the top officers 
and chief of the ship. 

“Nobody else will ever get to say they are the first chief,” 
said Stoiber, who entered the Navy right out of high school in 
1980 in California. 

Stoiber left the Navy in 1984 and lived in Palm Bay, 
before returning to the service in 1989. 

“I love my job as a submariner,” he said. “My entire 
career has been part of the submarine community.” 

Stoiber said people often have questions about life on a 
submarine, something for which the crew volunteered. 

“You have to volunteer to be on a sub,” he said. “That’s 
why we are here.” 
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While underwater for weeks at a time, crews get to stay in 
touch with some of what’s going on in the world, but news is 
limited since they don’t have constant access. 

“You have to be so dedicated to your job,” Stoiber said. 
“You almost forget that you are underwater.” 

View Clip (RT: 2:20) 
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11. Navy Ceremonial Guard - Behind The Scenes 
(YOUTUBE 14 JUN 12) ... U.S. Navy 

Members of the United States Navy Ceremonial Guard, 
based in Washington, D.C. share what it takes to be a part of 
the team. 

View Clip (RT: 3:00) 

Return to Index 
 
 

GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
12. Former Bush Officials Clash Over Need For The Law Of The Sea Treaty 
(THE HILL 14 JUN 12) ... Julian Pecquet 

Top George W. Bush administration officials clashed 
Thursday over whether the United States should join a 
maritime treaty at the United Nations. 

John Negroponte, Bush's first director of national 
intelligence, joined the State Department's former top lawyer 
John Bellinger in warning that the Navy and American oil and 
gas companies would be hamstrung if the U.S. doesn't join the 
pact. 

But former Defense secretary Donald Rumsfeld countered 
that having to pay royalties to a United Nation agency was 
unacceptable to President Ronald Reagan in 1982 — and 
remains so today. 

“Very simply,” Rumsfeld told the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee, “I do not believe the United States 
should endorse a treaty that makes it a legal obligation for 
productive countries to pay royalties to less productive 
countries, based on rhetoric about common heritage of 
mankind.” 

Committee chairman John Kerry (D-Mass.), who lost the 
2004 presidential election to Bush, did not conceal his 
pleasure at seeing Democrats united on the issue. The 
bickering over whether to join the Law of the Sea Treaty, he 
said, “I'm thrilled to say is between Republicans.” 

The hearing hit on familiar themes. 
Joining the treaty, Negroponte said, is “essential” to 

gaining “navigational and economic rights related to the 
ocean.” 

And Bellinger said the Bush administration took a long, 
hard look at the treaty before getting behind ratification in 
2002. 

“Let me emphasize that the Bush administration did not 
decide to support the Law of the Sea Convention out of a blind 
commitment to multilateral treaties or international 
organizations,” he said to laughs. “No one has ever accused 
the Bush Administration of an over-abundance of enthusiasm 
for the United Nations or multilateralism.” 

He told Sen. Jim Risch (R-Idaho) that Bush and Obama 
administration lawyers have concluded that the treaty would 
not require the U.S. to abide by other conventions, such as the 
global warming treaty. 

“If we haven't signed it, it's not applicable to us,” 
Bellinger said, before undermining his argument somewhat by 
acknowledging that the concern was valid. 

“There's an argument on the other side,” Bellinger told 
Risch. But “even if you have a fair point … the benefits 
outweigh the concerns.” 

Those benefits include enabling U.S. oil and gas to 
explore and drill in the deep seas, something treaty advocates 
say won't happen unless the United States can protect their 
claims and their investments by joining the treaty. Proponents 
also say joining will protect the U.S. Navy by resolving 
territorial conflicts, something Rumsfeld countered isn't 
happening among member states in the South China Sea. 

“In terms of dispute resolution,” Rumsfeld said, “I haven't 
seen it.” 

The hearing wasn't without tension. 
Addressing the possible glut of environmental litigation if 

the United States joins the treaty, Bellinger recalled suffering 
from human rights lawsuits under Bush – something Kerry 
said was deserved, before adding he was joking. And when 
Sen. James Inhofe (R-Okla.) questioned whether military 
officers who testified in favor of the treaty are really free to 
speak their mind, Kerry lambasted him for impugning their 
testimony. 

And Steven Groves, a former senior counsel to the Senate 
Permanent Subcommittee on Investigation who's now with the 
conservative Heritage Foundation, took aim at Secretary of 
State Hillary Clinton for suggesting opponents were driven by 
mythology and ideology. It's treaty advocates, Groves said, 
who have “blind faith” that joining a treaty carries only 
benefits. 
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13. Japanese Navy Ships Call At Kochi 
(ASIAN NEWS INTERNATIONAL (INDIA) 14 JUN 12) 

NEW DELHI -- Even as Indian and Japanese Navies 
completed JIMEX 12, the first ever naval exercise between the 
two countries, off Tokyo last week, two Japanese navy 
(Japanese Maritime Self Defence Force- JMSDF) ships-the 

JDS Murasame and the JDS Harusame-called at Kochi 
yesterday after completing their four-month-long anti piracy 
deployment in the Gulf of Aden. 
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Captain Katsuya Yamamoto, Commander Escort Division 
One is embarked on the JDS Murasame as the senior officer. 

The ships were received at the berth by representatives of 
the Indian Navy's Southern Naval Command with a navl band 
in attendance. 

Captain Yamamoto and commanding officers of the two 
ships called on Rear Admiral Shrikhande, Chief of Staff, 
Southern Naval Command, today. 

The itinerary of the Japanese Navy tomorrow includes 
briefings on anti-piracy measures and other professional 
exchanges. 

There will also be a "Passage Exercise" at sea between the 
two navies on their departure from Kochi on 16th morning. 

In another event, Southern Naval Command hosted 73 
international student officers from 15 countries who have 
commenced their specialization courses at various training 
schools at the naval base. 

In his welcome remarks, Rear Admiral Shrikhande, on 
behalf of the Commander in Chief, wished them a 
professionally and personally rewarding experience in "Gods 
Own Country." 

The Indian Navy added that their presence was a very 
important manifestation of the good relationship between their 
countries and India. 
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14. Seoul To Rely On Simulators To Evaluate F-35 For F-X III Contest 
(FLIGHT GLOBAL 14 JUN 12) ... Greg Waldron 

SINGAPORE -- South Korea's evaluation team for the F-
X III competition for 60 fighters will evaluate the Lockheed 
Martin F-35 mainly through the use of simulators. 

"At this time the F-35 fleet of 36 flying aircraft is fully 
occupied with test, training and delivery activities, so potential 
customers like [South] Korea are not able to fly the aircraft," 
Lockheed Martin said in an email to Flightglobal. 

Tests of the F-35 are being conducted this month. 
Officials from Seoul's Defense Acquisition Programme 
Agency will evaluate the Boeing F-15 Silent Eagle in August, 
and the Eurofighter Typhoon in September. 

While a South Korean pilot will not have the opportunity 
to fly an actual F-35, Lockheed says Seoul will receive a great 
deal of access to the system, mainly through the use of high-
fidelity simulators including the Joint Strike Fighter's manned 
tactical simulator and handling qualities simulator. 

"Korea will also have the opportunity to closely observe 
F-35 flight operations, discuss F-35 capabilities with U.S. Air 
Force and Lockheed Martin test pilots, participate in pre-flight 
and post-flight pilot activities and observe or participate in 
numerous types of maintenance activities," the company says. 

Al Norman, Lockheed's chief test pilot, will also visit 
Seoul in late June. 

"Pilots from the USAF, the U.S. Navy, the U.S. Marine 
Corps, the UK, the Netherlands, Australia, Italy, Israel and 

Japan have extensively flown the high-fidelity simulator and 
verified it is the best tool to evaluate F-35 capabilities," 
Lockheed says. "All of the international nations who have 
selected and ordered the F-35 have evaluated its capabilities 
using the manned tactical simulator." 

Boeing has yet to firm up its arrangements for the Silent 
Eagle evaluation. 

"As Boeing is still in the process of coordinating its 
proposed [F-X III] test and evaluation ground and flight test 
plan with the [Republic of Korea Air Force], we are not in a 
position to disclose specific details at this time," the U.S.-
based company says. 

Although the F-15SE is not in production, Boeing says 
the proposed type has substantial commonality with the F-
15Ks already flown by South Korea's air force. 

Key F-15SE upgrades include a reduced radar cross-
section, fly-by-wire flight controls and improved sensors. 
Boeing also stresses the type's ability to carry a heavy payload 
of long-range weapons. 

The Eurofighter consortium also has yet to provide details 
of its evaluation programme for South Korea, but an industry 
source says that in September Republic of Korea Air Force 
pilots will travel to Europe to fly the Typhoon. 
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15. U.S.-Pakistan Relationship Appears Closer Than Ever To Dead End 
Talks on key issues hit roadblocks as elections near in both nations 
(WASHINGTON POST 15 JUN 12) ... Karen DeYoung 

When Defense Secretary Leon E. Panetta was asked on a 
visit to India last week why Pakistan had not interfered with 
the U.S. operation to kill Osama bin Laden, he answered with 
a grin. 

“They didn’t know about our operation,” Panetta said as 
the audience of Indian defense experts broke into laughter. 
“That was the whole idea.” 

The joke did not go over well next door. “I view it as an 
intended insult,” a senior Pakistani military official said of 
Panetta’s “ridicule” while on the territory of Pakistan’s 
traditional enemy. Panetta “let it rip again” the next day in 
Afghanistan, the official said, when he said at a Kabul news 
conference that the United States was “reaching the limits of 
our patience with Pakistan.” 

“It is not the exclusive domain of the United States to lose 
its patience,” the Pakistani official said darkly. 

Years of mutual mistrust and tactical mistakes, now 
complicated by upcoming elections in both countries, have 
brought the strategic relationship between the United States 
and Pakistan closer than ever to a dead end that neither 
appears able or willing to avoid. 

The Obama administration considers Pakistan key to 
resolving the Afghan war and wants its nuclear arsenal 
tethered to a solid U.S. partnership. Pakistan remains 
dependent on U.S. military and economic assistance and wants 
a prominent role in whatever happens in Afghanistan. 

Yet the two countries appear to have reached a stalemate 
on issues that have long divided them — from the U.S. use of 



 13

armed drones on Pakistani territory to Pakistan’s continued 
harboring of the Taliban and other groups affiliated with al-
Qaeda, and countless matters in between. 

On Monday, a Pentagon team came home empty-handed 
from Islamabad after a months-long effort to negotiate the 
reopening of Pakistani border crossings for the transit of 
NATO supplies into Afghanistan. While nearly all elements of 
an agreement are in place, Pakistan has renewed a demand that 
the United States apologize for the incident that led to the 
border closing. 

The administration has said it “regrets” the deaths of 24 
Pakistani soldiers killed by U.S. airstrikes in an inadvertent 
border skirmish in November. But a Pentagon investigation 
found both sides at fault, and the White House, despite State 
Department urging, has refused to authorize the use of what 
one U.S. official called “the ‘sorry’ word.” 

“It took us by surprise,” a senior administration official 
said of Pakistan’s renewed demand for an apology. The 
official said the matter is being debated again by President 
Obama’s top national security advisers, but there seems little 
cause for optimism. U.S. and Pakistani officials spoke on the 
condition of anonymity lest they be blamed for igniting yet 
another firestorm. 

The November incident is only the most recent of 
repeated clashes and perceived slights over the past 18 
months, none of which has been fully resolved. Last year 
began with the shooting death of two Pakistanis by a CIA 
contractor the administration insisted was a “diplomat,” 
continued with the U.S. Navy SEAL raid on the Pakistani 
compound where bin Laden was found to have lived 
unmolested for six years, and ended with the border air raid. 

Electoral politics have made the long-running struggle for 
equilibrium even more difficult, as both governments face 
political and public opposition to their continued engagement. 

Despite the increasingly hard line taken by the White 
House, many U.S. lawmakers have accused Obama of 
coddling Pakistan despite its many perceived sins. Some have 
called for canceling major elements of the $3.5 billion in 
military and economic aid the administration has requested for 
fiscal 2013. 

Mitt Romney, the presumptive Republican presidential 
nominee, regularly criticizes Obama’s Afghanistan strategy, 
while saying little about Pakistan. But according to his 
campaign Web site, Romney would “not be shy” about using 
U.S. leverage there to attain desired aims. 

The Pentagon, under pressure to validate Obama’s 
Afghanistan troop withdrawals with demonstrable progress in 
the war, increasingly blames Pakistan for its woes. Several 
U.S. military officials drew a direct line between Panetta’s 
impatience and a June 1 suicide bomb attack on a large NATO 
base in eastern Afghanistan’s Khost province that was blamed 
on the Pakistan-based Haqqani militant network. 

Assuming that Pakistani President Asif Ali Zardari 
remains in office until elections that must be held by March, 
he will preside over the first transfer of power from one 
elected leader to another since Pakistan’s 1947 founding. But 
Zardari’s economic advisers have warned that the country may 
go broke months before then and have urged a fall election 
that would allow the government under Prime Minister 
Yousuf Raza Gilani to avoid taking full blame for the 
predicted financial debacle. 

Pakistan’s constitution requires a transition government to 
take over three months before an election. That would give 
Zardari’s Pakistan People’s Party time to regroup before the 
campaign shifts into gear. 

But aside from the economic aspects, the prospect of an 
early election has increased pressure on the government to 
remain steadfast against what Pakistani public opinion sees as 
U.S. arrogance and bullying. In the wake of the November 
deaths, Pakistan’s parliament drew up new guidelines for the 
relationship, including the demanded U.S. apology, an end to 
territorial violation by drones, and a new payment structure for 
the transit of NATO supplies. 

Washington considers only the last of these within the 
realm of the possible, and has tried to separate the border 
negotiations from the far more difficult question of drones. 

When it looked as if a transit deal was near this spring, 
the administration rewarded Zardari with an invitation to 
NATO’s May summit in Chicago. But after Obama refused to 
meet with him there, the deal was set aside as each charged 
that the other had once again reneged on promises. 
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16. China, Iran, Russia Helped Venezuela Build Drone: Chavez 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 14 JUN 12) 

CARACAS, Venezuela — President Hugo Chavez has 
revealed that Venezuela has made its first drone in partnership 
with Iran, Russia and China, and said Caracas plans to start 
exporting it soon. 

“It is one of the three planes that we have manufactured 
here, and we are continuing to make them ... not just for 
military use, [as] much of its equipment is for civilian use,” 
Chavez said during a meeting with top military and defense 
officials. 

The drones were developed in cooperation with “Russia, 
China, Iran and other allied countries,” he said in remarks 
broadcast on radio and television. 

Designed as a surveillance tool, the machine “does not 
carry arms” and has a 60 mile (100-kilometer) sweep. It can 
fly solo for some 90 minutes and reach an altitude of 9,000 
feet (3,000 meters), according to Venezuelan Gen. Julio 

Morales, president of the state-run Venezuelan Military 
Industrial Company (CAVIM). 

Chavez is a left-wing firebrand who often criticizes the 
United States, which has closely monitored for any signs of 
Iranian influence in Venezuela. 

The United States, which has controversially waged drone 
strikes remotely against suspected militants in Pakistan and 
Yemen, expressed caution about Chavez’s announcement. 

“The Venezuelans make lots of extravagant claims. So do 
the Iranians,” State Department spokeswoman Victoria 
Nuland told reporters in Washington. “Our concern, 
obviously, would be with any breaking of international 
sanctions on Iran. And we will be most vigilant in watching 
how this goes forward.” 
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Another official in Venezuela said that the drone was 
assembled from parts made locally and built by engineers 
trained in Iran. 

Measuring four meters (13 feet) long by three meters (10 
feet) wide, the drone can transmit real time photographs and 
video, officials said. It is currently being modified so it can 
also carry out night flights. 

CAVIM is also developing guns such as the AK103 in 
partnership with Russia, grenades and munitions, as well as 
more pilotless planes. 

“Of course we are developing a powder factory ... a drone 
factory, of course we are doing it. We have the right, we 
wouldn’t have it if we were a colony, but we are a free and 
independent nation,” Chavez said. 

A one-time lieutenant colonel in the Venezuelan Army, 
Chavez has been developing cooperation with several 
countries to boost the force. 

Return to Index 
 

17. Gillard Signs Deal To Further NATO Ties 
(THE AUSTRALIAN 15 JUN 12) ... Brendan Nicholson 

After years heavily involved in the NATO-led operation 
in Afghanistan, Australia has finally reached a formal 
agreement to co-operate with the Europe-based alliance into 
the future. 

The ‘‘joint declaration" was signed in Canberra yesterday 
by Julia Gillard and NATO Secretary-General Anders Fogh 
Rasmussen. 

‘‘It’s a statement of intent by both parties that we value 
the partnership between us and we will look for ways to 
strengthen it," Mr. Rasmussen said. 

Australia and NATO would collaborate on common 
global security challenges including dealing with terrorism, 
cyber warfare threats to national computer networks and 
piracy threatening international shipping routes. 

‘‘It’s true that we live on opposite sides of the world but 
we are on the same side when it comes to values," Mr. 
Rasmussen said. 

Ms. Gillard said the agreement was a first for NATO. 
With 1550 army, Navy and RAAF personnel in 

Afghanistan, Australia’s contingent is the 10th largest in the 
coalition fighting the war. The nation’s special operations task 
group, which ranges between 350 and 500 members of the 

SAS and commandos, is the third-largest special forces team 
in Afghanistan. 

The agreement covers continuing joint Australian and 
NATO military training after Afghanistan. The agreement 
says Australia and the NATO nations would benefit f rom 
close cooperation on global security challenges. 

It notes that NATO’s objectives and strategies and 
Australia’s 2009 Defence white paper have much in common. 

‘‘We recognise the increasing economic and strategic 
influence of Asia and that strong and inclusive architecture i n 
the Asia-Pacific region — as it is in the Euro-Atlantic region 
— will be fundamental to global security and prosperity," the 
agreement says. 

‘‘We acknowledge our shared strategic interests in an 
international order that avoids aggression and promotes the 
peaceful settlement of disputes. 

‘‘We understand the need to manage effectively risks and 
threats to our mutual interest, such as political instability from 
failed states, terrorism, the proliferation of weapons of mass 
destruction and their means of delivery, and cyber attacks." 

Yesterday Mr. Rasmussen placed a wreath at the Tomb of 
the Unknown Soldier at the Australian War Memorial. 
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18. NATO Down Under 
(AVIATION WEEK 14 JUN 12) ... Nicholas Fiorenza 

NATO Secretary General Anders Fogh Rasmussen and 
Australian Prime Minister Julia Gillard signed the NATO-
Australia Joint Political Declaration in Canberra today. It is 
the first such agreement between the alliance and one of its 
global partners and foresees cooperation in crisis and conflict 
management, post-conflict situations, reconstruction and 
humanitarian assistance and disaster relief. 

Australia is an important global partner of the alliance, 
with which it already has an Individual Partnership and 
Cooperation Program. It has been participating in NATO's 
International Security Assistance Force (ISAF) in Afghanistan 
for the last decade. With 1,550 troops currently in 
Afghanistan, Australia is the largest non-NATO contributor to 
ISAF. It will take over ISAF responsibility for Uruzgan 
province later this year. 

In a speech to the National Press Club in Canberra on 13 
June, Rasmussen said, "As we gradually wind down our 
combat mission in Afghanistan, we are looking very closely at 
how we can retain the lessons we have learnt there under such 
challenging conditions and maintain the ability to work 
together in the future." Possibilities for cooperation he 

mentioned were developing military capabilities, conducting 
more joint training, education, and exercises -- particularly 
with special forces -- and in the areas of maritime security and 
cyber security. 

Netherlands Down Under 
NATO Secretary General Anders Fogh Rasmussen is not 

the only senior foreign dignitary visiting Australia to discuss 
military cooperation. The Dutch chief of defense staff, 
General Peter van Uhm, has been meeting with Australian 
Defense Minister Stephen Smith and the Chief of Defence 
Force, General David Hurley, to examine the possibility of 
cooperating in the areas of cyberdefense, submarines and the 
F-35 Joint Strike Fighter (JSF). 

The Dutch and Australian armed forces have already been 
cooperating in Afghanistan in Uruzgan province, where they 
were both deployed until the Dutch withdrawal. 

Possibilities of cooperation in cyberdefense and on the 
JSF include sharing knowledge, experience and technology. 
Australia has asked the Netherlands for support and advice on 
maintaining its submarines. 
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Van Uhm said the the two countries could take advantage 
of being in different time zones to take turns monitoring the 

web for cyberthreats, making their cyberdefenses more 
efficient. 
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PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
19. Navy Surgeon General Honors Hospital Corps' 114th Birthday 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 14 JUN 12) ... Valerie A. Kremer, U.S. Navy Bureau of Medicine and Surgery Public Affairs 

FALLS CHURCH, Va. -- The Navy Surgeon General 
released the following birthday message to the Navy Hospital 
Corps June 15, in recognition of its birthday. 

"On behalf of Navy Medicine and a grateful nation, I 
extend our sincere thanks and heartfelt congratulations to the 
men and women of the Hospital Corps, as you celebrate your 
114th anniversary," said Vice Adm. Matthew L. Nathan, U.S. 
Navy Surgeon General and chief, U.S. Navy Bureau of 
Medicine and Surgery. "No Marine has ever taken a hill 
without his corpsman by his side. As Sailors and Marines 
deploy in harm's way, they take solace in knowing that 'Doc' is 
beside them." 

With the Spanish-American War looming, the Hospital 
Corps was founded June 17, 1898, as Congress passed a bill, 
signed into law by President William McKinley, authorizing 
its establishment. Since then, services have often heard the call 
"Corpsman Up," a call which has been answered from the 
Spanish-American War to the War in Afghanistan since its 
founding, according to Nathan. 

Today, more than 26,000 active duty and Reserve 
corpsmen around the world deploy with Sailors and Marines, 

providing life-saving care and critical mission support aboard 
ship, in the air, and on the battlefield. 

"We are currently experiencing the lowest battle mortality 
and non-battle injury rates in the history of armed conflict due, 
in large part, to our exceptional corpsmen and their training," 
said Nathan. "This is unprecedented and something that you 
should all be proud of." 

The Hospital Corps is the largest rating in the Navy and 
the most decorated in the United States. Twenty naval ships 
alone have been named after hospital corpsmen, according to 
Nathan. 

"Today we honor the courage, commitment, and sacrifice 
of the Hospital Corps," said Nathan. "We honor your bravery 
in battle, and your compassion during our global humanitarian 
assistance/disaster response efforts. Your willingness to help 
those in need leaves an indelible impression on the United 
States and across the globe. Your superb performance 
throughout our medical treatment facilities has ensured our 
nation has a medically ready, fit and fighting force, as well as 
quality and compassionate patient and family-centered health 
care." 
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20. Conflicting Rules Require Defense Dept. To Hire And Fire Workers 
(NATIONAL DEFENSE 14 JUN 12) ... Sandra Erwin 

Congress wants the Defense Department to hire more 
civilian workers to replace contractors. It also is directing the 
Pentagon to downsize its civilian and contractor workforce by 
5 percent over the next five years. 

The seemingly-at-odds mandates illustrate the perplexing 
realities of the defense business as various factions within 
Congress and the administration clash over military spending. 

As per last year’s defense authorization bill, the Pentagon 
must hire public servants to fill skilled jobs that are currently 
performed by contractors. The Senate’s version of the fiscal 
year 2013 bill, meanwhile, proposes to save $5 billion by 
reducing Defense Department civilian employees and private-
sector contracts. 

Sen. Carl Levin, D-Mich., chairman of the Senate Armed 
Services Committee, acknowledged that the new language, 
which has yet to be debated in a House-Senate conference 
later this summer, partly contradicts current policies that call 
for increased hiring of public workers. 

"It kind of runs in the opposite direction" of the 
legislation that requires the Pentagon to bring in-house 
thousands of jobs, Levin said June 14 during a breakfast 
meeting with reporters in Washington, D.C. 

Levin said the SASC recommendation is to cut civilian 
and contractor jobs by 5 percent, in proportion to the 
administration’s proposed reductions in military personnel. 
Nearly 100,000 ground troops are on the chopping block 
between now and 2017. 

Asked whether this language would overrule the mandate 
to in-source more jobs, Levin said it is possible to do both. "I 
don’t know that it would overrule the [in-sourcing] policy," he 
said. "I think you kind of have to make it work together." 

The legislation, however confusing, has added fuel to 
defense industry jitters as companies already face a significant 
business slowdown as a result of the current budget impasse. 

"When there are budget cuts, particularly in the face of 
directives that work be in-sourced, the level of work available 
for contractors will fall," said Justin M. Ganderson, an 
attorney at McKenna Long & Aldridge LLP, a firm that 
represents top Pentagon contractors. 

"This creates concern more than confusion for the 
contracting community," he said. "It is clear from the current 
budget situation that DoD likely will reduce its total 
workforce, including contractors." 

The apparent contradiction in the defense bills "creates 
anxiety because no one knows exactly what types of positions 
will be cut and what work will be in-sourced," said 
Ganderson. Regardless, the private sector already is taking a 
beating, he said. "There is less work and contractors are 
fighting harder to get contracts." 

Since the Obama administration kicked off government-
wide in-sourcing in 2009, the policy has especially rankled 
Pentagon contractors because of the stakes involved. The 
Defense Department is the government’s biggest buyer of 
contracted-out services — estimated at about $200 billion a 
year. In 2010, the Pentagon added 17,000 employees to its 
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payroll as a result of in-sourcing efforts. Pentagon officials 
have defended the policy as a necessary rebalancing of the 
workforce that, after nearly two decades of steady 
outsourcing, is lacking critical skills. Congress agreed that the 
pendulum had swung too far in favor of outsourcing. 

Ganderson noted that some lawmakers believe in-
sourcing jobs save money. "This is not universally true," he 
said. "I don’t believe there are adequate cost metrics to 
compare the cost of in-sourcing apples-to-apples with the cost 
of outsourcing." 

A topic that is often the source of controversy is how to 
calculate government expenses vis-à-vis contractors’ costs, he 
said. "This issue often leads to skewed results. "Given the 
current dormant state of A-76, this discussion seems to be 
dead on arrival these days," he said. A-76 is a federal 
contracting mechanism that allows for government and 
industry to compete head-to-head for specific jobs. 

The administration’s in-sourcing initiatives did suffer 
from bad timing because of cost concerns. After initial 
momentum, former Defense Secretary Robert Gates became 
alarmed after learning that defense agencies were expanding 
public-service ranks and not necessarily cutting back on 
contractors. He set stricter guidelines for hiring, and in 2010 
imposed a hiring freeze except in critical jobs that are 
considered "inherently governmental." 

Defense contractors, nevertheless, are worried that 
congressional pressure to step up in-sourcing over time will 
deal a significant blow to the industry, said Ganderson. 

In April, 26 senators wrote a letter to Defense Secretary 
E. Leon Panetta demanding that the Defense Department in-
source more work to civilian employees. A similar letter, 
signed by 131 House members, was sent to Panetta in March. 

Lawmakers were displeased by the Pentagon’s move to 
freeze its civilian workforce at 2010 levels, while no 
comparable constraints were imposed on hiring contractors. 

Pentagon officials insist that in-sourcing continues as 
planned. Jo Ann Rooney, principal deputy undersecretary of 
defense for personnel and readiness, provided written 
responses to both Senate and House letters. Consistent with 
the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2012, 
she said, the Defense Department will continue to "deliver a 
balanced, flexible, responsive workforce" that includes an 
"appropriate mix of military, civilian and contracted support." 

Rooney stressed that the Defense Department expects to 
reduce outsourced services in compliance with Section 808 of 
the 2012 NDAA, which will "limit total obligations for 
contracted services." New guidance will require "inherently 
governmental work" to be "immediately in-sourced to 
government performance or divested." The Defense 
Department also will "reduce obligations for staff 
augmentation contracts and contracts for the performance of 
functions closely associated with inherently governmental 
functions by 10 percent in fiscal year 2012 and fiscal year 
2013." 

Rooney’s comments portend more pain ahead for 
contractors. Ganderson said his clients are baffled by the 
ambiguity of in-sourcing guidelines. He cited a Sept. 2011 
Office of Federal Procurement policy that says agencies must 
in-source functions that are "inherently governmental." But the 
term’s definition is open to interpretation, he said. "This may 
lead to inconsistent sourcing decisions… It may also lead to 
less work for industry, depending upon agency interpretation," 
said Ganderson. This makes "industry very nervous." 
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21. Camp Pendleton Marine KIA Selected For Navy Cross 
Sgt. Matthew Abbate served with 3rd Battalion, 5th Marine Regiment in Sangin 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 14 JUN 12) ... Gretel C. Kovach 

A Camp Pendleton Marine killed in action in Afghanistan 
in 2010 has been approved for a posthumous Navy Cross, the 
second-highest medal for valor in combat. 

Sgt. Matthew Abbate, a 26-year-old scout sniper with the 
3rd Battalion, 5th Marine Regiment, was fatally wounded on 
Dec. 2, 2010, in the Sangin district of Helmand Province amid 
a coalition airstrike and enemy attack. 

Two months before he died, Abbate’s actions on the 
battlefield during an ambush that wounded several Marines 
would eventually garner him the Navy Cross. 

On Oct. 14, 2010, just after the battalion arrived in the 
hard-fought Sangin river valley, Abbate and his sniper section 
set out on foot patrol with a squad of Marines through the 
“green zone” of orchards and fields. 

Insurgents fired on them from well-prepared positions, 
trying to lure them into a minefield. Two Marines and a Navy 
hospital corpsman were blasted by improvised explosive 
devices, or IEDs. 

“With the squad leader incapacitated, and the rest of the 
squad either wounded or disorientated, Sgt. Abbate took 
command,” said the citation signed by Navy Secretary Ray 
Mabus on behalf of the president. 

“With total disregard for his own life, he sprinted forward 
through the minefield to draw enemy fire and (rally) the dazed 

survivors. While fearlessly firing at the enemy from his 
exposed position, he directed the fires of his Marines until 
they effectively suppressed the enemy, allowing lifesaving aid 
to be rendered to the casualties.” 

As Abbate coordinated the medical evacuation and 
searched for more bombs, the Marines were attacked again. 
“Realizing that the casualties would die unless rapidly 
evacuated, Sgt. Abbate once again bravely exposed himself to 
enemy fire ... and led a counterattack that cleared the enemy 
from the landing zone, enabling the helicopters to evacuate the 
wounded,” the citation said. 

Abbate’s family members in his hometowns of Fresno 
and Oakland were informed of the decision Tuesday, when a 
Navy representative called to say the posthumous medal 
would be awarded within the next six months. Details of the 
presentation are pending, a Navy spokeswoman said 
Thursday. 

During their seven-month tour in Sangin that ended in the 
spring of 2011, the 3rd Battalion, 5th Marines suffered heavier 
casualties than any other combat unit in the Afghanistan War 
— 25 killed and some 200 wounded. 

Abbate was fatally wounded near Patrol Base Fires after a 
patrol of Marines pinned down by an enemy attack called in a 
“danger close” airstrike. His death was investigated as a 
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possible “friendly fire” incident to determine whether it was 
shrapnel from two 500-pound bombs dropped near his 
position or enemy gunfire that caused his fatal head and 
shoulder wounds. 

An initial inquiry completed last year concluded that it 
was likely a combination of fragmentation from a coalition 
bomb and the “sympathetic detonation” of enemy explosives 
in the area that caused his death. A final determination was 
pending an Armed Forces Medical Examiner report. 

The Marines crouched with Abbate that morning behind a 
low dirt berm were startled by the second bomb, which 
seemed to land about 150 meters away, said one who was 
present. 

After yelling at the others to “get down!” Abbate may 
have put his own head up too soon so he could spot enemy 
fighters fleeing the impact area, according to investigations 
presented to the family in December and Marines who were 
present. 

Abbate’s stepfather, Jim Binion, said he considers the 
incident a tragic accident, and one probably befitting of his 
son’s brave and impatient nature. 

Sgt. James Finney, 25, served with Abbate in Sangin. 
When he heard of his friend’s death, he had the same reaction 
as many Marines in the battalion: “How do we win this war 
without him?” 

Abbate was revered as the ultimate Marine: physically 
unstoppable, relentless, courageous and caring of his brothers-
in-arms. He was a born fighter with a magnetic personality 
and movie star looks. 

His voice-mail message said: “Sorry I can’t come to the 
phone right now, but I’m on adventures. With guns.” 

“He was something else,” Finney said. “Some guys they 
have the heart, but they don’t have the ability. Or they have 
the ability but not the heart. He was the whole package. And 
he was humble about it.” 

Jordan Laird, a Marine veteran who was beside him the 
day he died, said: “The guy had everything going for him. He 

was strong. He was a good-looking dude. But his sense of duty 
to his country and to his brothers trumped everything. He was 
completely selfless when it came down to it.” 

Abbate wasn’t in it for the medals, said Laird, 25, 
speaking by phone from Afghanistan where he works as a 
security contractor. “He was just a warrior and a patriot. It 
didn’t matter if he never got an award… He was always going 
to go out and do his best and be completely fearless on the 
battlefield at all times.” 

Sgt. Chris Woidt, 25, served with Abbate in Iraq. The 
Navy Cross: “It’s fitting. He was trained by the legacy of these 
Marines that took Baghdad, that took Fallujah, that were in the 
epic battles of Iraq. And then he goes to Afghanistan, and he is 
in the epic battle of Afghanistan.” 

Abbate’s mother, Karen Binion, said her son did not 
speak much of his combat tours to Iraq and Afghanistan. It 
wasn’t until after he died that she learned how well-respected 
he was by his peers. 

“I’m incredibly proud of him. I don’t know if proud is the 
word. But I am so impressed to know who he was,” she said. 

“I think anyone can shoot someone, or many people can. I 
don’t think that requires any incredible courage or sense of 
self. That can be an incredibly cruel thing. But Matt saved 
more people than I think he killed. He made things safer for 
people that were there,” she said. 

Abbate, who is survived by his 4-year-old son Carson, 
was known by family and friends as a “wild child” with a 
restless, kinetic spirit. As a Marine he was meritoriously 
promoted several times and also punished several times for 
brawling and other indiscretions. 

“He was the worst teenager I have ever known and he was 
the best man I’ve ever known,” his stepfather said. His parents 
tried to talk him out of re-enlisting, but Abbate’s attitude was 
“if I die, I die.” 

Being a Marine, “that’s the only thing I’ve ever been 
good at,” he said. 

Return to Index 
 

22. Not Forgotten: Navy SEAL Gets Free House 
Charity looking to sign up more wounded veterans 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 14 JUN 12) ... Jeanette Steele 

From his wheelchair, retired Navy SEAL Elliott Miller 
raised the American flag at his new house Thursday. His 
house — all his and his wife’s — mortgage-free. 

It lets him know, he said, that the United States 
remembers his sacrifice. 

Miller and his wife, April, received a free home in El 
Cajon thanks to a partnership between Wells Fargo and 
Military Warriors Support Foundation, a Texas-based charity 
that takes foreclosed houses and gives them to veterans 
wounded in combat. 

The injured SEAL was a particularly tough case; it took a 
year to find a house that could accommodate his wheelchair. 
Miller was gravely wounded in 2006 in Ramadi, Iraq, when 
his sniper position was hit by grenade, then he got caught in 
the blast of an improvised bomb. 

He lost part of a leg. Brain injury claimed his ability to 
speak. Now he communicates by typing, quickly with one 
thumb, on an iPad, which then voices his words. 

“It just means the world to me. It gives me and my family 
a sense of security, secure in the knowledge that I was not 
forgotten,” Miller, 34, said Thursday. “My family is safe in 
secure housing forever, a home that we will not have to think 
about selling and moving every two to three years.” 

More than 180 houses have been delivered to Iraq and 
Afghanistan veterans over the past two years, including 44 in 
California, foundation officials said. Banks transfer the deed 
to the charity, which holds it for three years. After 
demonstrating good stewardship, the veteran receives the 
property free and clear. 

Wells Fargo has donated 10 houses for veterans since 
2009. Military Warriors Support Foundation also works with 
Bank of America, Chase and GMAC. 

Retired Army Lt. Gen. Leroy Sisco, who founded the 
charity in 2007, said seriously wounded veterans often don’t 
have the fiscal wherewithal to buy a home. 
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“They get their retirement pay, but some of them just 
don’t have the finances to live,” said Sisco, in El Cajon 
Thursday to hand the Millers a ceremonial key. 

“If we can take that worry and pain off the hero, because 
they are wounded and can’t get a job, we want to make sure 
that’s a part they don’t have to worry about.” 

The Millers, who had been living in military housing, 
tried to buy on their own. But the San Diego real estate market 
made it impossible, the retired SEAL said. 

Now they have what can only be described as quite a 
spread. 

The two-bedroom hillside house overlooking El Cajon 
was constructed 64 years ago, according to Wells Fargo 
property records. It was last sold in 2004 for $565,000. 

The bank foreclosed last summer, and the property was 
sitting empty, needing work on a leaky roof, a weak 
foundation and a damaged kitchen floor. 

Despite artistic touches, such as mosaic tiles and outdoor 
patios cut into the hill, the house was worth about $225,000 at 
the time — in a neighborhood where property values had 
dropped 20 percent in a year. 

Wells Fargo covered the bill for repairs and to install 
metal wheelchair ramps. The bank also remodeled the master 
bathroom to make it wheelchair friendly. The value of the 
work was about $140,000, said Tyler Smith, a Wells Fargo 
vice president. 

“You prepaid your debt on this house,” Smith said to 
Miller, during Thursday’s ceremony. “So I hope you enjoy it.” 

An Eagle Scout from Southeast Missouri, Miller enlisted 
in the Marines from high school. After one tour, he got out 

and attended college. But after the Sept. 11 attacks, he 
returned to the recruiter’s office. This time it was the Navy’s 
elite sea-air-land fighting branch, and two deployments to 
Iraq. 

Miller’s dad, Joe, was his caretaker early in the recovery 
process. He said from the moment his son awoke from a coma, 
Elliott wanted to return to San Diego to be near his unit, SEAL 
Team 5, where he had served as hospital corpsman. 

Eventually, after time at hospitals in Texas, Northern 
California and Nebraska, the SEAL made it back to San 
Diego, where he reported to the Navy hospital in Balboa Park. 
One of his physical therapists was a petite blonde named 
April. They later married and have a 10-month-old son, 
Joseph. 

In 2009, Miller climbed the 103 floors of steps at 
Chicago's Willis Tower, just to prove he could do it with a 
prosthetic leg. 

April Miller said Thursday that she has plans for a 
vegetable garden at the new house. 

“It’s nice to have something that’s totally accessible for 
Elliott. There were lots of obstacles before, and now he can 
get around the house freely,” she said. “It’s also nice because 
it’s enabled me to stay home with the baby.” 

Her husband is thinking about a work bench in the garage 
for gunsmithing. The tattoo on his left forearm declares, “I 
have not yet begun to fight.” 

On Thursday, after Elliott Miller raised the flag at his new 
house, he carefully tied the rope around a hook — tight and 
neat, as a good Sailor would. 
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23. Navy Chaplain Follows Two Callings 
(YUMA (AZ) SUN 14 JUN 12) ... James Gilbert 

For Lt. Daniel E. Chung, a Navy chaplain stationed at 
Marine Corps Air Station Yuma, the ministry wasn't his only 
calling. As it turned out, so was the military. 

Chung said he had been a youth pastor while going 
through seminary to become an ordained minister and that he 
would often talk with one of his former students who joined 
the Marine Corps about his struggles and experiences. 

During one of those conversations, Chung said the student 
asked him what he planned to do after he graduated from 
seminary. He suggested he think about becoming a military 
chaplain to share the gospel with other Marines and Sailors. 

Chung said while he was still unsure about his plans for 
the future, he admits he started thinking about it. Around the 
same time, Chung said, his senior pastor took him out to 
dinner and spoke with him about the possibility of going into 
the Navy's chaplaincy program. 

“The more I thought about it and prayed about it, I slowly 
got a passion and an excitement to serve my country and 
minister the gospel to men and women who willingly risk their 
lives for the freedom of our country. Most seminary students 
and pastors don't think of the military as a mission field, and it 
is often neglected.” 

So in 2011, Chung's call to ordained ministry was fulfilled 
through his enlistment in the U.S. Navy. Now assigned to 
Marine Aircraft Group 13, the Buena Park, Calif., native is 
deployed with the unit to Camp Leatherneck, which provides 

aviation ground support for coalition aircraft in southwestern 
Afghanistan. 

“On deployments, service members don't have access to 
their local pastors,” Chung said. “That's why I'm here — to be 
there for the needs of those in far, remote and dangerous war 
zones.” 

In addition to being an adviser to the commanding officer 
and his team leaders, Chung said it is his responsibility to 
provide for the spiritual and emotional needs of Marines and 
Sailors through religious services, Bible studies and/or 
counselings. 

A Presbyterian minister, Chung said while he offers 
Protestant services, it is also very important to meet the troops' 
spiritual needs, regardless of their religious denomination. 

“So not only do we provide for our own faith, but we do 
our best to make sure those of different faiths have the 
resources they need. So if I have a Catholic Marine and a 
Muslim Sailor, I will do my best to get him or her a priest or a 
copy of the Quran if they don't have one.” 

Chung said while the work chaplains do contributes to the 
success of the overall mission, it is more about bringing 
spiritual and emotional stability to the Marines and Sailors 
they serve. 

“We make sure they are well provided for so that their 
spiritual health can match their mental and physical health. 
When they are overcome with stress or spiritual conflict, we 
can help alleviate it and offer resolutions to them. For 
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religious service members, not being able to attend their 
religious service is a huge handicap when it comes to their 
holistic well-being.” 

Chung said as chaplain, he just isn't a spiritual adviser to 
his Marines and Sailors. He is also a counselor who can help 
guide them through all of the challenges in life and the 
difficulties of being in the military. 

“This is done with genuine care. I'm here to provide them 
with counseling and hopefully help guide them through the 
difficulties they are experiencing.” 

Chung said most of the counseling he has done with his 
Sailors and Marines has been about dealing with stress they 
are constantly under, and relationship issues. 

The lifestyle of a Marine or Sailor, moving every three to 
four years along with constant deployments, he said, can be 
hard on families and relationships. Chung said while most 
people just want someone to listen to them, he also tries to 
offer them better ways to communicate with their loved ones. 
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24. Ex-Navy Chief Denied Clemency In Fraternization Case 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 15 JUN 12) ... Kate Wiltrout 

NORFOLK -- A former chief petty officer who was 
acquitted of raping his boss but convicted of fraternizing with 
her has been denied clemency, according to his lawyer. 

Last month, John Gonzales asked Rear Adm. Tim 
Alexander, commander of the Navy's Mid-Atlantic Region, 
for clemency on the fraternization conviction, saying his 
federal criminal record has prevented him from finding a 
civilian job. 

The military bans "unduly familiar relationships" between 
personnel of different ranks but typically handles infractions 
administratively. Because Gonzales was found guilty in a 
court-martial, he has a federal conviction on his record for a 
crime that doesn't exist in the civilian world. 

Gonzales' lawyer, Grover Baxley, noted in a letter to 
Alexander that the ensign who acknowledged fraternizing with 

Gonzales and later accused him of rape was not held 
accountable for her actions. She was given a non-punitive 
letter of caution and has since been promoted, Baxley said. 

The two had gone out with other Sailors assigned to the 
amphibious assault ship Bataan, and a group of them spent the 
night at Gonzales' apartment in Virginia Beach. The ensign 
and Gonzales slept in his bed. 

A military jury in Norfolk last fall found Gonzales not 
guilty of raping the ensign but concluded he did fraternize 
with her. 

Baxley said Alexander approved Gonzales' conviction and 
his sentence - reduction in rank to petty officer 2nd class. He 
was not permitted to re-enlist and left the Navy in January 
after 16 years of service. 

Gonzales has since moved to Atlanta. 
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FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
25. Northrop Grumman Unveils First Navy BAMS 
(DEFENSE DAILY 15 JUN 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

Northrop Grumman has rolled out the first production 
aircraft of the Navy's version of Global Hawk, an unmanned 
aerial vehicle designed to perform wide-area maritime 
intelligence, surveillance and reconnaissance (ISR) missions. 

Northrop Grumman unveiled the Navy's MQ-4C "Triton" 
yesterday at its manufacturing facility in Palmdale, Calif. The 
high-flying, long endurance aircraft is the first of 68 the 
service plans to buy under the Broad Area Maritime 
Surveillance, or BAMS, program. 

The first Triton is one of two MQ-4Cs the Navy has 
procured under a $1.16 billion contract awarded to Northrop 
Grumman in 2008. 

Rear Adm. Bill Shannon, the program executive officer 
for Unmanned Aviation and Strike Weapons at Naval Air 
Systems Command (NAVAIR), said in a statement provided 
by Northrop Grumman that the unveiling marked a 
"significant" day for the BAMS team. 

"The work they have done and will continue to do is 
critical to the future of naval aviation," he said. "Their efforts 
will enable the BAMS system to provide the fleet a game-
changing persistent maritime and littoral intelligence, 
surveillance and reconnaissance capability." 

Navy officials have said BAMS will play a crucial role in 
the service's ability to monitor vast ocean space, and have 
cited the UAV to thwart criticism that the size of ship fleet has 
shrunk considerably from the more than 500 at the end of the 
Cold War. The Navy currently has 283 active ships with plans 
to increase that number to 300 by 2019. 

The Navy has been operating five BAMS-Demonstrators 
acquired from the Air Force's Global Hawk program in 2006 
to develop tactics and doctrine for using the aircraft for ISR 
missions. One crashed Monday near Bloodsworth Island in 
Dorchester County, Md. (Defense Daily, June 12). 

The cause is under investigation, but no one was hurt and 
there was no property damage, NAVAIR said earlier this 
week. 

The main feature of the Triton is a Northrop Grumman-
built AN/ZPY-3 active electronically steered array multi-
function active sensor (MFAS AESA) radar containing 
maritime and air-to-ground modes. MFAS offers 360 degree 
surveillance, Northrop Grumman said. 

Triton refers to the Greek messenger of the sea and keeps 
with the Navy's tradition of naming surveillance aircraft after 
Greek sea gods, Northrop Grumman said. 
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26. U.S. Sequestration Won’t Happen, Levin Predicts 
(DEFENSE NEWS 14 JUN 12) ... Rick Maze 

The U.S. Senate Armed Services Committee chairman 
predicted June 14 that Congress will find a way to avoid 
automatic budget cuts in January that could hurt national 
security, but he added that any ultimate budget agreement 
won’t leave the U.S. Defense Department unscathed. 

Pressure is building, particularly within the defense 
industry, to head off the automatic across-the-board budget 
cuts scheduled to take effect in January under terms of last 
year’s Budget Control Act. 

Beginning as early as October — perhaps sooner — 
layoff notices could be delivered to defense industry workers, 
and possibly to some DoD civilian employees, as officials 
prepare for the possibility that Congress and the White House 
won’t come up with a compromise to avoid the automatic cuts. 

Sen. Carl Levin, D-Mich., who has chaired the armed 
services committee since 2007, said Thursday during a 
breakfast with defense reporters that he believes sequestration 
will be avoided in January, although he isn’t sure how — or 
when an agreement might be reached. 

He said he is optimistic about avoiding the cuts, which 
could reduce defense spending by 10 percent, or about $55 
billion, next year, “because 80 to 90 percent” of members of 
Congress want to prevent sequestration. 

Levin is concerned, however, that harm may result from 
waiting for lawmakers and the White House to reach the 

almost inevitable post-election, last-minute agreement to 
either avoid or postpone the budget cuts. 

Even if agreement is reached, he said, “If it comes too 
late, the specter of it could have a negative effect on the 
economy and on people’s lives.” 

Levin is pushing the idea of a pre-election bipartisan 
announcement of the intention to come up with a later budget 
agreement. He said such an announcement might soothe the 
stock markets and reassure the public, and could include some 
details on areas where lawmakers agree, such as extending 
middle-class tax cuts. 

The U.S. House of Representatives has passed a budget 
plan that would avoid sequestration while also reversing the 
cuts in defense approved last year as part of the Budget 
Control Act, but Levin discounted that plan as unworkable. 

Defense cuts, he said, will have to be part of any final 
agreement to achieve $1.2 trillion in deficit reduction over 10 
years. He suggested a plan that would include about $200 
billion over 10 years in cuts in discretionary spending, with 
half coming from defense. The impact of a roughly $10 billion 
annual reduction in defense spending would be far less than 
the consequences of sequestration. 

Levin declined to specify how that $10 billion savings 
could be achieved, saying providing details at this point would 
not make it easier to get an agreement. 
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27. Senator Urges Bigger Cuts To Nuclear Arsenal 
(NEW YORK TIMES 15 JUN 12) ... Thom Shanker 

WASHINGTON — The chairman of the Senate Armed 
Services Committee called on the Obama administration on 
Thursday to seek cuts in nuclear warheads far beyond the 
requirements of current treaties. 

The chairman, Senator Carl Levin, Democrat of 
Michigan, said the administration “should consider going far 
lower” than the warhead caps set by the New Start agreement 
with Russia, to bring the nation’s arsenal in line with a 
diminished nuclear threat and tighter military budgets. 

“I can’t see any reason for having as large an inventory as 
we are allowed to have under New Start, in terms of real 
threat, potential threat,” Mr. Levin said during a breakfast 
meeting with correspondents. 

Under the treaty, signed in 2010, Russia and the United 
States must reduce their deployed strategic warheads to 1,550 
each over a six-year period, down from 2,200 under previous 
agreements. Thousands more warheads can be kept in storage 
as spares, and the limits do not apply to the hundreds of short-
range nuclear weapons that each side has. 

“I am very much open to, and want the administration to 
feel, that they can think through this issue in terms of what 
numbers are still required, given the state of the world and 
where our threats are,” Mr. Levin said. 

A grave concern today is that nuclear weapons or their 
fissile components may fall into the hands of terrorist 

organizations, Mr. Levin said. “The more weapons that exist 
out there, the less secure we are, rather than the more secure 
we are,” he added. 

President Obama has set a goal of eventually eliminating 
all nuclear weapons, but the specific steps and timetable 
remain aspirational. The administration has nearly completed 
a review of warhead options for the president’s consideration, 
ranging from a figure near the New Start limits down to just 
300 to 400 warheads. A middle option, with an arsenal of 
about 1,000 warheads, has been gaining support among some 
government experts. Administration officials say Mr. Obama 
has not yet made his choice. 

Mr. Levin said he supported, in broad terms, the analysis 
set forth in a recent study by Gen. James E. Cartwright, the 
retired vice chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff and former 
commander of the nation’s nuclear arsenal. That study 
suggested that effective deterrence could be maintained with 
an arsenal of 900 strategic warheads. 

All three legs of the nation’s strategic nuclear triad — 
bombers, land-based missiles and submarines — are 
approaching retirement age. Facing an era of restricted 
spending, Pentagon planners do not want to invest in 
replacement weapons that may be retired quickly under any 
new round of negotiations to limit warheads. 
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28. Air Force Nearing Answers On F-22 Oxygen Issue 
(REUTERS 15 JUN 12) ... Andrea Shalal-Esa 

WASHINGTON -- The Air Force is close to 
understanding what is causing some F-22 fighter pilots to get 
dizzy and disoriented when flying the most advanced U.S. 
warplane, and could resume normal operations later this year, 
a top general said on Thursday. 

Air Force Major General Charles Lyon said he was 
"cautiously optimistic" that an ongoing investigation had 
identified the major factors causing symptoms of oxygen 
deprivation among some pilots of the F-22, built by Lockheed 
Martin Corp.. 

Those factors include the size of hoses that deliver 
oxygen to the F-22 pilots, connectors between equipment, and 
a pressure vest that is meant to keep pilots safe at high 
altitude, especially when worn with other heavy clothing. 

Lyon said the Air Force had nearly ruled out the idea that 
some contaminant was getting into the aircraft's oxygen 
system, and in April it had stopped requiring pilots to use a 
chemical warfare filter after realizing it made it harder for 
them to breathe. 

He said there was still a chance additional factors could 
come to light in the next month or so, and the Air Force would 
not rush to judgment. 

The Pentagon last month announced new safety 
precautions for the most advanced, stealthy U.S. warplane, 
including limits on how far they can fly from airstrips. 

The Air Force continues to investigate the issue, but this 
week told pilots to stop wearing a potentially faulty pressure 
vest that might be contributing to the issue during training 
flights and routine operations below altitudes of 44,000 feet. 

The Air Force stopped flying the F-22 completely for five 
months last year, resuming flights in September. But concern 
about the F-22 flared again this year after two F-22 pilots told 
CBS's "60 Minutes" program they had stopped flying the 
fighter jet due to worry about safety. 

Two U.S. lawmakers on Thursday released new Air Force 
data showing that F-22 pilots were experiencing symptoms of 
oxygen deprivation, or hypoxia, at 10 times the rate seen on 
other U.S. warplanes. 

Lyon said the rate was clearly too high, but also noted that 
there had been no incidents reported since March 8, and the 
Air Force was getting closer to resolving the issue. 

"I expect that by the end of the summer we will have 
identified all the significant and major contributors, and that a 
number of months after that we're going to get back to normal 
operations," Lyon, a fighter pilot with more than 3,800 hours 
of flight time, told Reuters late on Thursday. 

"But I don't want to oversell what we've learned. We 
know it's significant. We know it's contributory, but we're not 
ready to say 'we've found the smoking gun'." 

"Planning Fixes" 
Lyon said he had briefed Air Force leaders, senior officers 

from the Joint Staff, Pentagon officials and lawmakers this 
week about the work of a joint military-industry task force he 
has led since January. 

He said the Air Force was already planning several fixes 
to address the oxygen deprivation issue, including a redesign 
of the pressure garment and moves to widen the hoses that 
deliver oxygen to pilots in the cockpit, even as research 
continued. 

Lyon said he could not estimate the cost of redesigning 
the equipment, but said he did not expect it to be too high 
since none of the anticipated fixes was a major engineering 
challenge. 

The general, who serves as director of operations for Air 
Combat Command, said the Air Force had evaluated the 
aircraft's life support systems from end to end, finding some 
vulnerabilities at different points, mostly items that reduced 
the flow of oxygen to the pilot. 

Senator Mark Warner, a Virginia Democrat, and 
Representative Adam Kinzinger, an Illinois Republican, said 
the Air Force data showed just over 26 incidents of oxygen 
deprivation per 100,000 flight hours on the F-22, a rate they 
said that was "at least 10 times higher than any other U.S. Air 
Force aircraft." 

The data showed 0.7 incidents per 100,000 flying hours in 
which pilots reported feeling dizzy or light-headed while 
flying the A-10, and 2.34 incidents per 100,000 flight hours on 
the F-15E built by Boeing Co. The F-16 Block 50 model had 
2.96 incidents per 100,000 flight hours, the lawmakers 
reported. 

"This information confirms that the F-22 program is not 
running at 100 percent and that the oxygen-deprivation 
incident rates are much higher than we were initially told," 
Kinzinger said in a news release, vowing to continue to press 
for details. 

Warner said the safety of Air Force pilots and the 
communities over which they flew should be the biggest 
concern. 

"The F-22 program has cost $80 billion so far, but the 
most expensive fighter jet in the world is useless if we cannot 
ensure the safety of the pilots who fly it," he said. 

U.S. Lawmakers Raise New Concerns About F-22 
Fighter 

(REUTERS 14 JUN 12) Andrea Shalal-Esa 
Two U.S. lawmakers on Thursday released new data from 

the Air Force showing that pilots flying the F-22 fighter jet 
built by Lockheed Martin Corp are experiencing oxygen 
deprivation at 10 times the rate seen on other U.S. warplanes. 

Senator Mark Warner, a Virginia Democrat, and 
Representative Adam Kinzinger, an Illinois Republican, said 
the Air Force provided the data in response to their questions 
after two F-22 pilots told CBS's "60 Minutes" program they 
had stopped flying the fighter jet due to safety concerns. 

The Pentagon last month announced new safety 
precautions for the most advanced, stealthy U.S. warplane, 
including limits on how far the planes can fly from airstrips. 

The Air Force continues to investigate the issue, but this 
week told pilots to stop wearing a potentially faulty pressure 
vest that might be contributing to the issue. 

Warner and Kinzinger said the Air Force data showed just 
over 26 incidents of oxygen deprivation among F-22 pilots per 
100,000 flight hours, a rate they said that was "at least 10 
times higher than any other U.S. Air Force aircraft." 

That data, they said, stood in contrast to assurances by the 
Air Force as recently as this week that the rate of hypoxia, or 
oxygen deprivation, associated with the F-22 remained 
relatively low. 
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The Air Force data showed 0.7 incidents per 100,000 
flying hours in which pilots reported feeling dizzy or light-
headed while flying the A-10, and 2.34 incidents per 100,000 
flight hours on the F-15E built by Boeing Co. The F-16 Block 
50 model had 2.96 incidents per 100,000 flight hours, the 
lawmakers reported. 

"This information confirms that the F-22 program is not 
running at 100 percent and that the oxygen-deprivation 
incident rates are much higher than we were initially told," 
Kinzinger said in a news release, vowing to continue to press 
for details. 

Warner said the safety of the Air Force pilots and the 
communities over which they flew should be the service's 
paramount concern. 

"The F-22 program has cost $80 billion so far, but the 
most expensive fighter jet in the world is useless if we cannot 
ensure the safety of the pilots who fly it," he said. 

General Mike Hostage, commander of Air Force Air 
Combat Command, told reporters in April that he wanted to 
see the operating risk for the F-22 as low as possible, but felt 
the airplane could be safely operated. 

"I'm not happy that the risk is not down where it is for all 
my other airplanes, but we'll get it there, and I believe we are 
making significant progress toward an answer," he said then. 

Air Combat Command said it told pilots this week to 
remove an upper pressure garment or vest during current 
training operations, and Air Force officials were developing a 
fix to overcome the identified issues. 

Lieutenant Colonel Edward Sholtis, spokesman for the 
command, said the vest -- which pilots wear to prevent them 
from blacking out during high-speed maneuvers -- had not 
been found to be "the" sole source of the hypoxia issue, and 
other variables were still being evaluated. 

He said testing had shown that the vest "increases the 
difficulty of pilot breathing under certain circumstances," but 
the Air Force was also looking at the layering of other flight 
equipment as a contributing factor. 

Sholtis said pilots were still required to wear the vests 
under certain conditions outside training operations, but 
declined to give details, saying that would get into the 
classified operating parameters of the aircraft. 
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29. GAO'S Latest F-35 Report; 2011 Performance 'Mixed' 
(AOL DEFENSE 14 JUN 12) 

The drumbeat of mostly negative news about the F-35 
from the Government Accountability Office continues. Here's 
what GAO said in its latest report, just released: 

"The new program baseline projects total acquisition costs 
of $395.7 billion, an increase of $117.2 billion (42 percent) 
from the prior 2007 baseline. Full rate production is now 
planned for 2019, a delay of 6 years from the 2007 baseline. 
Unit costs per aircraft have doubled since start of development 
in 2001. Critical dates for delivering warfighter requirements 
remain unsettled because of program uncertainties." 

And: 
"Overall performance in 2011 was mixed as the program 

achieved 6 of 11 important objectives. Developmental flight 
testing gained momentum and is now about 21 percent 

complete with the most challenging tasks still ahead. 
Performance of the short takeoff and vertical landing variant 
improved this year and its "probation" period to fix 
deficiencies was ended after 1 year with several fixes 
temporary and untested. Developing and integrating the more 
than 24 million lines of software code continues to be of 
concern. Late software releases and concurrent work on 
multiple software blocks have delayed testing and training. 
Development of critical mission systems providing core 
combat capabilities remains behind schedule and risky." 

Perhaps the most damning statistic about the program: 
"Since 2002, the total quantity through 2017 has been reduced 
by three-fourths, from 1,591 to 365." 

View Report (PDF) 
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BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
30. Navy Ships Participate In Flag Day, War Of 1812 Commemorations 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 14 JUN 12) ... Donna Miles, American Forces Press Service 

WASHINGTON -- Ten Navy ships, including USS Fort 
McHenry, are commemorating Flag Day today at the site of 
the historic battle that inspired the national anthem. 

Sailors, Marines and Coast Guardsmen will take part in 
Flag Day events at Fort McHenry, the star-shaped fortress that 
endured what's become one of the most remembered 
engagements of the war. 

On the night of Sept. 13, 1814, British ships in Baltimore 
harbor bombarded the outgunned U.S. resistance at the fort for 
25 solid hours. Francis Scott Key, a civilian lawyer who was 
sent to Baltimore to negotiate an American hostage's release, 
found himself in a front-row seat to the battle aboard a British 
ship. 

As dawn broke the following morning, Key stood on the 
ship's deck, amazed to see the U.S. flag still flapping in the 
breezes over the battered fort. He was so moved that he 

penned the poem that became the lyrics of the national 
anthem. 

The Navy ships in Baltimore are part of a flotilla making 
its way up the Eastern Seaboard to mark the bicentennial of 
the war that historians say marked the dawn of U.S. naval 
power. 

Eighteen tall ships, including the U.S. Coast Guard Cutter 
Eagle, and navy vessels from Brazil, Canada, Colombia, 
Denmark, Ecuador, Germany, Indonesia, Japan, Mexico and 
Norway are accompanying the Navy gray hulls in the "Star 
Spangled Sailabration." 

The flotilla spent 12 days in Norfolk before arriving today 
in Baltimore for a week of activities including a tall ship 
parade, an air show by the Navy's Blue Angels flight 
demonstration squadron, fireworks and a parachute jump into 
Camden Yards. 
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The festivities, co-sponsored by Operation Sail Inc., are 
part of a lineup of bicentennial commemorations that kicked 
off in April in New Orleans and will continue through 2015. 
Organizers hope to engage the public with educational events 
and programs across the South, the Mid-Atlantic and Great 
Lakes regions and into Canada to highlight America's 
maritime heritage and the War of 1812. 

Beyond the Battle of Fort McHenry, many Americans 
have little understanding of what's been called America's first 
forgotten war. 

The War of 1812 centered on maritime disputes between 
the United States and Great Britain. In the early 1800s, the 
Royal Navy, which was at war with France, was stopping 
American ships to search for Sailors born in England, then 
forcibly pressing them into service for the crown. Both the 
French and English began seizing American ships, and later 
imposed an embargo on American vessels going to Europe 
that nearly bankrupted the industry. President James Madison 
ultimately declared war against England in 1812. 

Among the most remembered events was the burning of 
the White House, the Capitol and the Washington Navy Yard. 
Dolly Madison, alone with her servants when British troops 
torched the White House, personally saved the famous Gilbert 
Stuart portrait of George Washington by carting it off in a 
wagon to Georgetown. 

Army Gen. Andrew Jackson became a national hero as he 
led the Battle of New Orleans, ending Britain's long string of 
land victories. 

But with naval battles in North America, off South 
America and Great Britain, and in the Pacific and Indian 
oceans, the War of 1812 was predominantly a sea campaign. It 
served as a defining moment for the fledging U.S. Navy, 
which fought the British as they tried to blockade the Atlantic 
coast and support land forces from Lake Erie and Lake 
Champlain, leading to the birth of America's modern sea 
services. 

"The War of 1812 is significant because it paved the way 
for future development of the U.S. Navy," said U.S. Naval 
War College Professor Kevin McCranie, author of the soon-

to-be-released book, "Utmost Gallantry: The U.S. and Royal 
Navies at Sea in the War of 1812." 

"Challenging the most dominant naval power of the time, 
the less powerful U.S. Navy found ways to protract the war 
and incurred significant costs for Great Britain," he said. 
"That's why the War of 1812 is important for national leaders 
to study." 

The war also helped establish the Navy's legacy of heroes. 
Oliver Hazard Perry, who had been dispatched from Newport, 
R.I., constructed ships on the shores of Lake Erie that went on 
to defeat a large British armada assembled there. Capt. James 
Lawrence, aboard the U.S. frigate Chesapeake as it was taken 
by HMS Shannon, uttered as his last words, the famous battle 
cry, "Don't give up the ship." 

Navy Secretary Ray Mabus, who announced the 
bicentennial celebration last year, said the activities will 
recognize the men and women who continue to carry on this 
tradition. He called the bicentennial an opportunity to 
celebrate the U.S. Navy's heritage and its continued 
commitment to securing unobstructed access and free use of 
the world's oceans that are vital to national security and 
prosperity. 

"This 'second war of independence,' fought 200 years ago, 
established U.S. sea power as a force in the world, and our 
continuing presence in the great blue and beyond," he said. 
"As we commemorate Old Glory and the War of 1812, we 
ought to remember the delicate weaving of history that has 
brought America to this place of great influence and greater 
responsibility." 

Event organizers also call it a way to underscore the 
importance of a strong international goodwill. William 
Armstrong Jr., from Operation Sail pointed out that the three 
combatants in the conflict have become close allies. 

The United States and Canada share the longest 
unprotected national boundary in the world, he noted during 
the May Parade of Sail event in Norfolk. Meanwhile, the 
United States and Great Britain have become not only trading 
partners, but also military and political allies. 
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31. On Flag Day, Inspiration Abounds 
Hundreds gather to marry Star-Spangled Banner with 9/11 Flag as part of 'Sailabration' 
(BALTIMORE SUN 14 JUN 12) ... Yvonne Wenger 

For the better part of a decade, Jill Crowther-Peters has 
portrayed the widowed seamstress who stitched the Star-
Spangled Banner, but on Thursday she had the chance to 
really feel what it was like to be her. 

Crowther-Peters, dressed as 19th-century flag maker 
Mary Pickersgill, stopped to savor the moment as she helped 
darn three threads from the original banner into a 30-foot 
American flag that flew over Ground Zero in New York after 
the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist attacks. 

She was one of several hundred who marked Flag Day in 
Baltimore by gathering to marry a piece of the banner that 
Pickersgill was commissioned by the Army to make for the 
War of 1812 with the National 9/11 Flag. The threads had 
been stored in a container. 

The event at the Flag House & Star-Spangled Banner 
Museum, two blocks east of the Inner Harbor, was one of 
dozens in the city to commemorate the 200th anniversary of 

the war, during which the British attacked Fort McHenry. The 
Star-Spangled Sailabration is expected to draw 1 million 
people before it ends Tuesday. 

Crowther-Peters said she has often wondered what 
Pickersgill thought when she learned that Francis Scott Key 
had written his famous poem, which would later become 
America's national anthem, at the sight of the flag she'd sewn. 

"I am sure she felt a great deal of pride," Crowther-Peters 
said. "To be the creator of such an inspiration is very 
humbling. I want people to take away the fact that whatever 
they do, whatever they think, whatever they say, something 
will influence another person, who influences another person, 
who may do something great in history. 

"History has a strange way of connecting such disparate 
people and putting them together." 

Like Crowther-Peters, 10-year-olds Jamie Stone and 
Serenity Hammrich were feeling a full-circle moment 
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Thursday. The girls traveled from Tucson, Ariz., to help sew 
the threads from the Star-Spangled Banner into the National 
9/11 Flag. 

Jamie and Serenity were best friends with Christina-
Taylor Green, the little girl born on Sept. 11, 2001, who was 
killed in the shooting about two years ago that targeted Rep. 
Gabrielle Giffords. The National 9/11 Flag was flown at 
Christina-Taylor's funeral. 

"We think that Christina is with us now," Serenity said. 
"She stands with us all the time. She watches over us." 

As Christina-Taylor had hoped for herself, the girls want 
to work in politics when they grow up. Jamie says she might 
want to be president one day. 

Politicians, including Mayor Stephanie Rawlings-Blake 
and Lt. Gov. Anthony G. Brown, gathered for the 
Sailabration's official welcome ceremony at the Harborplace 
Amphitheatre. There, the dignitaries exchanged gifts with 
representatives from 12 nations, including Brazil, Canada, 
Colombia, Denmark and Japan. 

"We're delighted to showcase the best of Baltimore to 
you," Rawlings-Blake said. "The commemoration of the War 
of 1812 is a celebration of the spirit of our great city. It is a 
story that we are proud of. I hope it inspires everyone." 

The day's festivities also included the Pause for the 
Pledge at Fort McHenry, a tribute to the Pledge of Allegiance 
with the presentation of a proclamation signed by President 
Barack Obama. 

Earlier Thursday, American flags snapped in the wind off 
Annapolis as the Coast Guard tall ship Eagle made its run up 
the Chesapeake Bay to take its place near the Inner Harbor's 
Pier 5. 

Aboard were Tommey Meyers and his son, James, Arnold 
residents who had both been on the Coast Guard tall ship 
Eagle before Thursday — just not together. 

The elder Meyers last stood on the deck in 1992, when he 
served as operations officer and his wife was pregnant with 

James. The younger man, who graduated from Broadneck 
High School, is a member of the Coast Guard Academy's 
Class of 2015. 

Tommey Meyers, academy Class of 1986, quickly made 
himself at home. "It's remarkably the same all these years 
later," he said, before pointing out, tongue in cheek, that his 
son has a more comfortable bunk, better personal storage 
space and more modern navigational equipment. 

James Meyers said he was at the throttle Wednesday as 
the Eagle came up the bay, and he got a kick out of pointing 
out local landmarks. 

"I was from here less than a year ago," he said, pointing at 
the green shoreline and his old neighborhood. "Being able to 
come here now as a member of the Eagle crew is great." 

Just about noon Thursday, the Navy's Blue Angels arrived 
in town low and fast, diverting everyone's attention from the 
harbor full of colorful tall ships and brawny naval vessels. 
Children covered their ears and joggers stopped in their tracks 
as the blue jets roared overhead. 

"Yikes!" said Beryl Williamson, 79, as she tried to follow 
the jets with her camera while handing hot dogs to her two 
young grandsons. "They're too fast for me. All I'm getting are 
pictures of empty sky." 

The precision team will conduct a full practice over the 
water just south of Fort McHenry between 1 p.m. and 4 p.m. 
today and then put on an air show about the same times 
Saturday and Sunday. 

Friday's Sailabration Highlights 
11 a.m.: Festival Villages open at the Inner Harbor, Fort 

McHenry and Fells Point. 
11 a.m.-6 p.m.: Ships open for free tours at the Inner 

Harbor and Fells Point. 
1 p.m.-4 p.m.: Blue Angels air show rehearsal, over the 

water south of Fort McHenry. 
6 p.m.: Navy Ceremonial Band performance, Harborplace 

Amphitheatre. 
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32. War Of 1812 Bicentennial: USA Shrugs As Canada Goes All Out 
(USA TODAY 15 JUN 12) ... Rick Hampson 

LEWISTON, N.Y. – When the first big battle of the War 
of 1812 is re-enacted this fall, the U.S. 1st Artillery regiment 
will mount an ear-splitting barrage. The Yanks will point their 
cannons at British redcoats across the Niagara River in 
Canada. They will wear blue. They will curse King George. 

Unlike 200 years ago, they will all be Canadians. 
Many Americans aren't that into the War of 1812 — not 

like Canadians, anyway — so the latter often play the former 
in re-enactments along the international border here. 

"For the weekend, I'll have to be a turncoat," says John 
Sek, 60, an English-born Canadian who will play a U.S. Army 
gunnery captain in the Battle of Queenston Heights. "There 
isn't the same interest in the war on your side." 

To grossly generalize: Canadians, whose forebears helped 
repulse several U.S. invasions in 1812, regard the war that 
began 200 years ago Monday as a crucible of national identity. 
For them, its bicentennial is a big deal. 

Americans, on the other hand, are familiar with the 1959 
hit song The Battle of New Orleans and have a vague image of 
Dolley Madison fleeing the White House ahead of torch-

brandishing Royal Marines with a portrait of George 
Washington under her arm. 

Although they are supposed to study the war in high 
school, many can't recall exactly who fought it (the United 
States and Britain), why (trade issues, freedom of the sea, 
westward expansion) or who won (unclear). 

Congress has declined to create a national bicentennial 
commission. In New York State, the last two governors have 
rejected, for financial reasons, proposals to create a state 
commission. 

Lee Simonson, Lewiston's War of 1812 coordinator, has 
had to organize the town's part of the Battle of Queenston 
Heights re-enactment without any state funds to pay for 
soldiers' meals or black gunpowder. In the binational 
commemoration, he says, "we're the little brother." 

This attitude could mute enthusiasm for the 
commemoration of a war that historians say secured the 
Revolution of 1776 and shaped the new American nation. 

There are exceptions. Maryland — whose governor has 
participated in 1812 re-enactments — has issued War of 1812 
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license plates, and an official bicentennial commission has 
plans for a three-year, $25 million commemoration. 

The bicentennial also is being promoted by the U.S. 
Navy, which traces many traditions to the war and hopes to 
use it to remind Americans, in a time of military budget cuts, 
of its own importance. 

Canadians have their uses for the bicentennial, to which 
the federal government has committed $28 million. Plans 
include a new war memorial in Ottawa; more than 100 events, 
including re-enactments; commemorative stamps and coins; 
renovation of historic sites; and a phone app for battlefield 
tours. 

It's part of an effort by the Conservative Party prime 
minister, Stephen Harper, to foster a more unified national 
identity by celebrating Canada's historic roots, including 
military victories and its British heritage. 

A poll last year found that while 17% of Canadians say 
the War of 1812 was the most important war in forming their 
nation's identity, only 3% of Americans feel that way. More 
than one of three Americans say there were no significant 
outcomes from the war — or none they can name. 

A War To Forget 
Many Americans don't know what to make of a war that 

historian Richard Hofstadter once called "ludicrous and 
unnecessary" and Brown's Gordon Wood more recently 
deemed "the strangest in American history." 

It began with a declaration of war by Americans who did 
not realize, because word traveled by sea, that the British 
government had granted some of their key demands several 
days earlier. 

It ended with a battle that took place, again unknown to 
the participants, two weeks after a peace treaty was signed in 
Europe. 

The Americans picked a fight with the world's greatest 
military power, which they were unprepared to fight. The U.S. 
Army was a shadow of the one that won the Revolutionary 
War; the Navy had about 16 ships, compared with more than 
500 for the British. 

Even worse, the United States entered the war with an 
entire section —New England— vehemently opposed to it. 
What followed was equally bizarre, especially an early string 
of U.S. naval victories. James Grossman, director of the 
American Historical Association, says it's as if Serbia had 
smacked around the U.S. Air Force in 1999. 

The war featured a major naval battle on Lake Erie; the 
burning of the Canadian and the American capitals, as well as 
Buffalo; and, in the midst of everything, a duel between two 
U.S. generals in western New York. "Unfortunately," historian 
John Elting once noted, "both missed." 

In an age when officers were gentlemen and units largely 
homogeneous, the war's most famous battle (New Orleans) 
was won by an assemblage of soldiers, Sailors, Marines, 
Indians, freed slaves, slaves and pirates commanded by a 
rough-edged country lawyer from Tennessee named Andrew 
Jackson. 

In history, unfortunately, novelty does not guarantee 
fame. Forced to compete with the 150th anniversary of the 
Civil War and the 50th anniversary of the Vietnam War, the 
War of 1812 fights obscurity for several reasons: 

Confusing causes. Was the war fought to stop Britain's 
seizing of U.S. Sailors from U.S. ships to serve in the Royal 

Navy? Or to end trade restrictions? Or to seize Canada? Or to 
open the American West to settlement without interference 
from British-allied Indians? Or all of the above? 

Take impressment — the seizing of Sailors Britain 
claimed were British. New England, the region whose citizens 
suffered most from the practice, was the one most opposed to 
the war. British policies hampered the region's sea trade; war 
ended it. 

Many of the war's biggest proponents in Congress came 
from landlocked states such as Tennessee and Kentucky, 
which saw impressment as part of a pattern of British mischief 
that included support for Native Americans who blocked 
westward expansion. 

Leaders with feet of clay. The war made some great men 
look bad. James Madison wasn't much of a war president; he 
became the only one ever driven from the White House. His 
sainted predecessor, Thomas Jefferson, wasn't much of a seer; 
he'd predicted the conquest of Canada "will be a mere matter 
of marching." 

Although the Americans established a beachhead in their 
initial assault on Queenston Heights, victory turned into defeat 
when raw, untrained militia troops, ignoring the pleas of their 
general, refused to cross the river. 

Britain's heart wasn't in it. For the British, preoccupied 
with war in Europe against Napoleon, 1812 was a sideshow. 
"They sent their B team," says Maj. John Grodzinski, who 
teaches at the Royal Military College of Canada. 

Jim Hill of the Niagara (Ont.) Parks Commission recalls 
an old saying: "Canadians are sure they won the War of 1812, 
Americans are pretty sure, and the British never heard of it." 
British Prime Minister David Cameron admitted as much on 
his last visit to the White House, joking, "We so much more 
prefer talking about defeating the French." 

An inconclusive conclusion. The war, which ended for 
lack of (British) interest and (American) money, "is ignored 
today because it was a tie," Grossman says. "A narrative that 
doesn't end definitively is hard to make interesting." 

Some try by calling it "The Second American 
Revolution." Historian Alan Taylor of the University of 
California-Davis writes that the war "looms small in American 
memory … because it apparently ended as a draw that 
changed no boundary and no policy." 

A war to remember 
It's easy to forget that the War of 1812 gave America its 

national anthem, whose lyrics Francis Scott Key wrote after 
watching the British shelling of Fort McHenry in Baltimore 
Harbor. (The melody came from an old English drinking 
song.) 

For all its foibles, historians say the war is one to 
remember for several other reasons: 

The United States was here to stay. Ever since the 
British surrender at Yorktown in 1781 that ended the 
Revolutionary War, much of Europe still regarded the United 
States as an upstart and its democracy an experiment. 

Like a kid who stands up to a playground bully and gets a 
bloody nose but makes a point, the United States upheld its 
national sovereignty by defending itself against British 
harassment at sea. 

Moreover, "the war gave Americans a sense of what it 
meant to be an American," says Denver Brunsman, who will 
publish a book next year on the impressment issue. "Part of 
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that was to volunteer as free citizens for military or naval 
service." 

It shaped the American future, economically, 
diplomatically and militarily. The war killed the idea of 
America as an agrarian nation with a weak military, static 
borders and a quasi-isolationist foreign policy. President 
Jefferson had tried to withdraw the nation from European 
trade to avoid war, and he was notoriously suspicious of 
manufacturing and its attendant "wage slavery." 

Yet after what Brunsman calls "the war's near death 
experience" — Army humbled, Navy bottled up, capital 
sacked — "even the party of Jefferson and Madison realizes 
that it's not enough to be an agrarian power, that the country 
needs to make things. It needs to be more like Britain." 

That included a strong military. Winfield Scott, a young 
Army officer, was taken prisoner in the disaster at Queenston 
Heights. When the war was over, he and other veterans 
reformed the Army to avoid a repetition of the mistakes they'd 
seen. 

The war established that the United States would not 
expand into Canada and would grow west and south. The 
defeat of Britain's Creek Indian allies cleared the way for the 
spread of slave-based cotton planting into Alabama, Georgia 
and Mississippi and set the stage for the Civil War. 

The rise of Andrew Jackson. Old Hickory made his 
name at the Battle of New Orleans by giving the war a happy 
ending (for Americans). The victory marked the beginning of 

his political ascent and that of a class of people — white men 
of limited means — previously excluded from American 
politics. It was the end of Federalists, the party of Washington 
and John Adams, who bitterly opposed the war and looked 
foolish after Jackson's victory. 

The biggest losers. Although there is much debate over 
who won the War of 1812, it's clear who lost it: Native 
Americans east of the Mississippi. The Indians in the Great 
Lakes states hoped for British support for a sort of buffer state 
against American expansion. With the end of the war, they 
lost any hope of independence from, or equality with, the 
settlers. 

Jeffrey Pasley, a University of Missouri historian, calls 
1812 the last war "in which there was any doubt about the 
outcome" of a military clash between the two cultures. 

Canada stayed British. By repulsing the American 
invasion, the Canadian colony began its march toward self-
rule in 1867 and created a pantheon of national heroes. 

They include Gen. Isaac Brock, who died in the defense 
of Queenston Heights; his ally, the Shawnee chief, Tecumseh; 
and Laura Secord, a 37-year-old housewife who reportedly 
walked 20 miles in May 1813 to warn a British commander of 
an impending American attack. 

Today Brock's statue stands 18 stories high on a column 
overlooking the Niagara River — and Lewiston. "Thanks to 
the war," says John Sek, the Canadian re-enactor who wears a 
blue coat, "we're not waving an American flag today." 
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33. Groton Shipyard Marks 60th Anniversary Of Keel-Laying For 1st Nuclear-Powered Submarine 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 14 JUN 12) 

GROTON, Conn. — A Groton shipyard on Thursday 
commemorated the 60th anniversary of the keel-laying for 
USS Nautilus, the world's first nuclear-powered submarine. 

It was on June 14, 1952, that President Harry Truman 
officiated at the construction milestone for the submarine. 

A crowd of about 100 people that gathered Thursday at 
the same spot inside the shipyard, where speakers including 
Electric Boat president Kevin Poitras described the Nautilus as 
a vessel that revolutionized naval warfare. The project to 
install a nuclear reactor inside a sub was guided by Adm. 
Hyman Rickover, a man considered the father of the nuclear 
Navy. 

In attendance were three men with direct connections to 
the Nautilus including Paul Tranchida, 96, who had worked in 
the shipyard's foundry since World War II and made valves 
and torpedo tube doors for the submarine. 

"At that time we didn't know too much about nuclear 
power and all that stuff. It was something new," Tranchida 
said after the ceremony. "All we knew was Admiral Rickover 
was a real tough man. He wanted everything A-1." 

Nuclear propulsion allowed the Nautilus to remain 
submerged far longer than diesel-electric submarines. 
Launched in 1954, it became the first vessel to cross the North 
Pole beneath the ice cap in 1958. 

"It should be remembered," said John Kelley, who 
participated in repairs to the Nautilus and retired from Electric 
Boat as director of nuclear quality control. "It really allowed 
the country to do a lot of things ahead of the Russians and 
other navies." 

The Nautilus was decommissioned in 1980 and is now 
part of the U.S. Navy Submarine Force Museum in Groton. 
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34. Strategic Weapons Systems Engineering Facility Opens 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 14 JUN 12) ... Naval Surface Warfare Center Crane Public Affairs 

CRANE, Ind. -- Naval Surface Warfare Center (NSWC) 
Crane opened a new facility, June 13, that will co-locate 
diverse research and development functions which enable the 
fielding of trusted electronic technologies. 

The Strategic Weapons Systems Engineering Facility 
consolidates resources and technical assets into a single state-
of-the-art complex, expanding capabilities for research and 
development, test and evaluation, radiation-hardened 
microelectronics, failure and material analysis and electrical 
design. 

"The new Strategic Weapons Systems Engineering 
Facility will foster a renewed environment of knowledge 
sharing and consolidated engineering expertise," said NSWC 
Crane Commanding Officer, Marine Col. Alan Pratt. "With 
the addition of this facility, and our more than 50-year history 
with the strategic systems program, we will be able to provide 
a robust engineering capability in trusted, high reliability 
microelectronics solutions." 

The facility features approximately 51,000 square feet 
attached to the existing Strategic Missions Facility. The two-
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story structure's lower level hosts several laboratories with the 
upper level consisting of laboratories, offices, conference 
rooms and open office areas. 

NSWC Crane is a naval laboratory and a field activity of 
Naval Sea Systems Command with focus areas in special 

mission, strategic missions and electronic warfare/information 
operations. The warfare center's research and development 
efforts support the warfighter by providing capabilities and 
resources to advance technologies for the military. 
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35. Navy's Largest Systems Command Hosts STEM Outreach Event 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 14 JUN 12) ... Naval Sea Systems Command 

WASHINGTON -- Naval Sea Systems Command hosted 
a Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics 
(STEM) recruitment event for potential mentors, June 13, 
continuing a legacy that has engaged and educated more than 
30,000 students across the United States. 

Representatives from eight schools and organizations 
discussed their programs with NAVSEA employees desiring 
to inspire youth to pursue a career in STEM fields. 

"We're about exposing young people to the excitement of 
invention and goal oriented teamwork," said Denise Lewis, 
FIRST regional director, "While the robots you'll see are really 
cool, it's not about the robot, it is about the students." 

In 2011, 799 Naval Sea System Command employees 
responded to educational organizations' call to mentor local 
youth. 

"I dedicate two hours a week during the school year 
tutoring Advanced Placement Calculus at the SEED School of 
Washington, D.C.," said Courtney Crittenden, PEO Ships 
engineer. "As a female engineer, I think it is important to 
reach back to the community to encourage STEM." 

An intelligent STEM workforce is crucial to the success 
of the U.S. Navy. Its outreach efforts focus on improving the 
quality and quantity of future naval scientists and engineers. 

"With more than 30 percent of Department of Defense 
science and technology professionals expected to retire by 
2020, we have to prepare our youth in these fields," said 
Jimmy Smith, above water sensors director, Program 
Executive Officer Integrated Warfare Systems 

This event supports the Department of the Navy's STEM 
roadmap built around five priorities: inspire the next 
generation of scientists and engineers; engage students and 
build their STEM confidence and skills through hands-on 
learning activities that incorporate Naval-related content; 
educate students to be well prepared for employment in STEM 
careers that support the Navy and Marine Corps; employ, 
retain and develop Naval Stem professionals; and collaborate 
on STEM efforts across the Department of the Navy, the 
federal government and best practice organizations. 
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36. Commissaries At Risk 
Base Grocers Want Store Consolidation Idea Shelved 
(MILITARY UPDATE 14 JUN 12) ... Tom Philpott 

As congressional inaction on the debt crisis deepens the 
threat of indiscriminate axe wielding on defense programs by 
next January, advocates for base grocery stores hope to 
emboss a "hands off" sign on military commissaries and their 
$1.3 billion annual appropriation. 

In particular, they want Congress to ignore a "dangerously 
flawed" cost-saving option presented last year by the 
Congressional Budget Office, to merge the commissary 
system and the three military exchange services into a single 
base resale operation. 

The CBO idea is to phase out all taxpayer support of 
commissaries, allow grocery prices to rise by at least seven 
percent and then soften the blow for active duty families by 
paying an annual grocery allowance of $400. 

Retirees and other store patrons would get no such 
allowance. They would just see shopping discounts decline 
under what CBO has labeled "Discretionary Spending—
Option 6" in its 2011 Reducing the Deficit report. 

Like a can of beans on a grocer's shelf, the cost-saving 
option is among many already priced and endorsed by CBO, 
which gives them credibility with deficit hawks and with 
congressional leaders who might be pressured by approaching 
deadlines to slash federal spending fast. 

Patrick Nixon, president of the American Logistics 
Association, which represents manufacturers, brokers, 
distributors and service companies that do business with the 
military resale system, aggressively attacked the CBO military 

store consolidation option during a June 7 hearing of the 
House armed services subcommittee on military personnel. 

Later, in an interview, Nixon said he had good reasons for 
doing so. First, though CBO has a reputation for objectivity 
and solid research, in this case its assumptions on cost-savings 
and the after-effect of consolidation on store operations simply 
"unravel" on inspection, he said. Yet the consequences, if the 
option were adopted, likely would include over time the 
demise of discounted grocery sales on military bases, Nixon 
said. 

"The reason we attacked it is that an uninformed reader is 
going to say ‘This looks like it might work,' " Nixon said. "But 
when you look at it, line item by line item, you want to put 
Congress and anybody else on alert…. This is not a panacea. 
This is a hodgepodge of recommendations. A lot of them are 
catastrophic and some of them make no sense at all." 

A second reason that the ALA, the Armed Forces 
Marketing Council and other lobbyists for military stores want 
flaws in the CBO option exposed is the debt crisis, a "perfect 
storm…with extreme implications for every American," 
Nixon said, and which a bitterly divided Congress seems 
unable to address. 

Suspicions and partisanship resulted last year in a 
mindless "sequestration" tool being inserted in the 2011 
Budget Control Act. So if Congress fails to reach a fresh 
compromise on spending cuts and tax increases by Jan. 1, 
2013, sequestration would be triggered automatically and 
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begin to lop nearly $600 billion off defense programs over the 
next decade. Witnesses agreed with Wilson that would be 
"catastrophic." 

The fresh cuts would be atop $487 billion in defense cuts 
over 10 years that Republicans and Democrats agreed on as 
part of last year's budget deal. So far commissaries would be 
fully funded under both the Obama administration plan to 
implement the first wave of cuts and both the House and 
Senate versions of the fiscal 2013 defense authorization bill. 

If sequestration occurs, however, every major program 
could be cut 8 to 12 percent, according to one estimate of the 
complex sequestration formula. And whether sequestration 
occurs, or some alternative deficit reduction package is 
adopted, lawmakers might be tempted to pull CBO options off 
the shelf to protect more favored or vital defense programs. 

As Nixon reminded the House subcommittee, one debt 
reduction panel already included the CBO option on military 
store consolidation in its final report. And last year Sen. 
Richard Burr (R-N.C.), ranking member on the veterans 
affairs committee, persuaded colleagues to adopt that option 
so the commissary system's $1.3 billion annual subsidy could 
be used instead to provide health care to veterans and families 
exposed years ago to contaminated water at Camp Lejeune, 
N.C. 

Strong reaction to that effort from military families and 
retirees has stalled Burr's bill, S. 277. His staff has assured 
ALA they are looking for alternative savings to cover for 
health care for former Lejeune residents. 

"So you can see what can happen if you don't challenge" 
the CBO cost-saving option, Nixon told me. 

Rep. Joe Wilson (R-S.C.), chairman of the military 
personnel subcommittee, got more than 60 House colleagues 
to sign a letter opposing the Burr amendment. But he said 
risks to base shopping are still growing. 

"Unfortunately we cannot declare victory in this battle as 
the continuing pressure to shift budgets within [DoD] will 
energize the people who do not fully appreciate the value of 
these programs. This pressure can only be expected to increase 
in the coming months as the Congress debates the devastating 
reductions to defense accounts that are associated with the 
sequestration process scheduled to begin next year." 

Joseph H. Jeu, director of the Defense Commissary 
Agency, testified that although commissaries are a highly 
prized benefit for service families, and provide taxpayers a 
two-for-one return on their investment, critics still raise the 
notion they've become "antiquated." They have not, Jeu said. 

"Last fiscal year the commissary provided direct savings 
to customers of $2.8 billion for a taxpayer cost of $1.34 
billion…With 260,000 patrons visiting a commissary every 
day, buying $16 million in goods, there is no doubt that the 
commissary remains relevant and an invaluable element of the 
non-pay compensation package." 

Robert L. Gordon, deputy assistant secretary of defense 
for military community and family policy, assured Wilson that 
DoD "has no plan at this point to examine exchange 
consolidation." He said seven past studies "have basically 
shown that consolidation of our exchanges actually can do 
more harm than good in terms of cost savings and innovation." 
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NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
37. U.S. Naval War College To Hold Graduation 
(BOSTON GLOBE 15 JUN 12) 

NEWPORT, R.I.—The U.S. Navy's chief of naval 
operations is set to address graduates at the U.S. Naval War 
College. 

Adm. Jonathan Greenert is scheduled to deliver the 
graduation address on Friday. The ceremony is taking place on 
Dewey Field at Naval Station Newport. 

The graduating class includes 299 members of the U.S. 
Navy, U.S. Marine Corps, U.S. Air Force, U.S. Army, U.S. 

Coast Guard, National Guard as well as civilian government 
employees. More than 100 international students from 70 
countries are also graduating. 

The college says more than 110 students graduating from 
the College of Distance Education will also participate in the 
commencement ceremony. 
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38. Simmering Senate Support For East Coast Missile Site 
(DEFENSE DAILY 15 JUN 12) ... Emelie Rutherford 

There is some support in the Senate for building a missile-
defense site on the U.S. East Coast, and the matter could be 
debated in the chamber this summer, lawmakers said 
yesterday. 

The Senate Armed Services Committee (SASC) discussed 
the idea of requiring the Pentagon to bury missile interceptors 
on the Eastern Seaboard when the panel crafted its version of 
the fiscal year 2013 defense authorization bill behind closed 
doors last month. Yet SASC members opted against voting on 
an amendment regarding studying the missile defense facility 
and "deferred" the measure until the full Senate debates the 
legislation, perhaps next month, SASC Chairman Carl Levin 
(D-Mich.) told reporters at a breakfast. 

The House-passed version of the Pentagon policy bill 
authorizes $100 million for planning an East Coast site after 
the Missile Defense Agency (MDA) crafts a proposal for it, 
and also requires the Pentagon to produce an environmental-
impact statement on possible locations. The SASC-approved 
bill mentions the East Coast site, saying the Pentagon is 
assessing the concept in a so-called hedging strategy for 
homeland defense that it is crafting, but does not advocate 
planning the locale as the House does. Levin does not support 
such as facility, reiterating yesterday that the military says it is 
not needed. 

"It'll be one of the big issues when we go to conference," 
Levin told the Defense Writers Group, referring to a House-
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Senate conference committee that will combine the versions of 
the bill their chamber pass. 

But, first, the full Senate will debate and amend the 
SASC's version of the legislation. And an amendment to at 
least compel the Pentagon to deliver a study of the East Coast 
interceptor proposal could be offered, SASC members said. 

Sen. Jeff Sessions (R-Ala.), chairman of the SASC 
Strategic Forces subcommittee, told Defense Daily "there is 
some interest" in the Senate "in the House position and/or 
pushing for (a) study" of its feasibility. He said some senators 
support the East Coast site, and one potential path they could 
push could be to authorize money like the House did. 

Sessions was quick to note he already called on the 
Pentagon to study an East Coast missile defense location, yet 
it has not delivered that assessment yet. Last year he supported 
a provision in the FY '12 authorization act requiring the 
Pentagon to examine the East Coast locale in the hedging 
strategy that it has not yet delivered to Congress. 

"We've lost a year here," the Republican senator said. 
"We'd be a lot better off if we had gotten a study...to make an 
analysis about whether it's worth pursing any further....My 
preference would be to get the study in before we spend 
money. Clearly if there's not going to be a benefit we don't 
need to spend any more money on it. But if it has promise, we 
would need to go further." 

Sessions said if the Pentagon doesn't deliver the hedging 
strategy soon he "may support one of these other alternatives, 
including something like the (plan in the) House." Still, while 
he said he thinks an East Coast location "should be 
considered," he's "not committed to it" and wants to learn 
more about its technical underpinnings. He cited concerns 

about the pace of developing advance missiles for the 
Pentagon's nascent Phased Adaptive Approach missile-
defense system in and around Europe. 

Sen. Ben Nelson (D-Neb.), chairman of the SASC's 
Strategic Force subcommittee, said he does not think an East 
Coast missile-deflecting facility is needed but agrees a study is 
needed. 

"I think what we've done with missile defense programs 
thus far with the Phased Adaptive (Approach) program, that 
that's adequate," Nelson told Defense Daily. 

"We have...people from outside the military saying the 
military must not know what it's doing," he added. "That's 
why we need a study. It doesn't hurt to have a study, but 
moving forward without any kind of information, that would 
be unwise....I think we need to know whether it's necessary, 
what it would cost, and try to factor that into the overall 
budget process for the things that we sequester (as part of 
potential long-term Pentagon cuts of $487 billion), among 
other things." 

Strategic Command chief Air Force Gen. Robert Kehler 
said in a speech last month the Pentagon is looking at a 
potential East Coast interceptor location as part of the hedging 
strategy it is crafting. Yet he and Chairman of the Joint Chiefs 
of Staff Army Gen. Martin Dempsey have said they don't 
believe such a missile defense site is needed now. 

Levin, for his part, argued the growing debate over the 
East Coast location is "kind of a replay of old Cold War 
debate." He said there is "no military need for it," noting the 
Ground-Based Midcourse Defense system in Alaska and 
California. 
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39. Navy Seeks Social Media Tracker To Measure Reach 
(NEXTGOV 14 JUN 12) ... Dawn Lim 

The Navy is seeking a software suite to comb social 
media networks and news sites and analyze if it is sending out 
the right messages to the public, contract documents show. 

The goal is to analyze what people are saying about the 
service, identify “topic influencers that can help magnify the 
Navy’s voice” and find tools that measure “engagement rather 
than sheer reach,” the request for quotations stated. “Data 
must be presented in powerful visualizations,” according to a 
separate document. The window for responses closes at 4 p.m. 
Eastern time Thursday. 

The Navy currently contracts with Salesforce.com-owned 
Radian6 for social data tracking services. The company was 
tapped as “the only known source that provides the required 

range of media coverage, and as well as the required speed of 
compilation and needed depth of analysis,” contracting 
databases show. It was unclear if Radian6 submitted a rebid. A 
spokeswoman for the company did not immediately respond 
to questions about the contract. 

Most commercially available tools cater to the private 
sector and track business metrics such as customer satisfaction 
and transaction volumes; they fall short in gauging public 
sentiment toward federal agencies, according to the Navy. 
While “there are many tools and platforms that can be used to 
support social media monitoring,” the request for quotations 
stated, “there are few that are uniquely tailored to the special 
needs and objectives of those in the government sector.” 
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40. Pentagon To Mark Gay Pride Month 
Military to recognize gay troops this month 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 15 JUN 12) ... Pauline Jelinek 

WASHINGTON -- Last summer, gays in the military 
dared not acknowledge their sexual orientation. This summer, 
the Pentagon will salute them, marking June as gay pride 
month just as it has marked other celebrations honoring racial 
or ethnic groups. 

In the latest remarkable sign of change since the military 
repealed the "don't ask, don't tell" policy, the Defense 
Department will soon hold its first event to recognize gay and 

lesbian troops. It comes nine months after repeal of the policy 
that had prohibited gay troops from serving openly and forced 
more than 13,500 service members out of the armed forces. 

Details are still being worked out, but officials say 
Defense Secretary Leon Panetta wants to honor the 
contributions of gay service members. 

"Now that we've repealed 'don't ask, don't tell,' he feels it's 
important to find a way this month to recognize the service 
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and professionalism of gay and lesbian troops," said Navy 
Capt. John Kirby, a spokesman. 

This month's event will follow a long tradition at the 
Pentagon of recognizing diversity in America's armed forces. 
Hallway displays and activities, for example, have marked 
Black History Month and Asian-Pacific American Heritage 
Month. 

Before the repeal, gay troops could serve but couldn't 
reveal their orientation. If they did, they would be discharged. 
At the same time, a commanding officer was prohibited from 
asking a service member whether he or she was gay. 

Although some feared repeal of the ban on serving openly 
would cause problems in the ranks, officials and gay advocacy 
groups say no big issues have materialized - aside from what 
advocacy groups criticize as slow implementation of some 
changes, such as benefit entitlements to troops in same-sex 
marriages. 

Basic changes have come rapidly since repeal; the biggest 
is that gay and lesbian soldiers, Sailors, airmen and Marines 
no longer have to hide their sexuality in order to serve. They 
can put photos on their office desk without fear of being 
outed, attend social events with their partners and openly join 
advocacy groups looking out for their interests. 

OutServe, a once-clandestine professional association for 
gay service members, has nearly doubled in size to more than 
5,500 members. It held its first national convention of gay 
service members in Las Vegas last fall, then a conference on 
family issues this year in Washington. 

At West Point, the alumni gay advocacy group Knights 
Out was able to hold the first installment in March of what is 
intended to be an annual dinner in recognition of gay and 
lesbian graduates and Army cadets. Gay students at the U.S. 
Naval Academy were able to take same-sex dates to the 
academy's Ring Dance for third-year midshipmen. 

Panetta said last month that military leaders had 
concluded that repeal had not affected morale or readiness. A 
report to Panetta with assessments from the individual military 
service branches said that as of May 1 they had seen no ill 
effects. 

"I don't think it's just moving along smoothly, I think it's 
accelerating faster than we even thought the military would as 
far as progress goes," said Air Force 1st Lt. Josh Seefried, a 
finance officer and co-director of OutServe. 

He said acceptance has been broad among straight service 
members and has put a spotlight on unequal treatment that 
gays continue to receive in some areas. "We are seeing such 
tremendous progress in how much the military is accepting us, 
but not only that - in how much the rank and file is now 
understanding the inequality that's existing right now," he said. 

That's a reference to the fact that same-sex couples aren't 
afforded spousal health care, assignments to the same location 
when they transfer to another job, and other benefits. There 
was no immediate change to eligibility standards for military 
benefits in September. All service members already were 
entitled to certain things, such as designating a partner as one's 
life insurance beneficiary or as designated caregiver in the 
Wounded Warrior program. 

As for other benefits still not approved, the department 
began a review after repeal with an eye toward possibly 
extending eligibility, consistent with the federal Defense of 
Marriage Act and other applicable laws, to the same-sex 
partners of military personnel. 

"The department is carefully and deliberately reviewing 
the benefits from a policy, fiscal, legal and feasibility 
perspective," Eileen Lainez, a Pentagon spokeswoman, said 
Thursday. 

Gay marriage has been perhaps the most difficult issue. 
Though chaplains on bases in some states are allowed to 

hold what the Pentagon officials call "private services" - they 
don't use the words wedding or marriage - such unions do not 
garner marriage benefits because the Defense of Marriage Act 
says marriage is between a man and a woman. 

The "don't ask, don't tell" policy was in force for 18 years, 
and its repeal was a slow and deliberate process. 

President Barack Obama on Dec. 22, 2010, signed 
legislation repealing it. Framing the issue as a matter of civil 
rights long denied, Obama said, "We are a nation that 
welcomes the service of every patriot ... a nation that believes 
that all men and women are created equal." 

The military then did an assessment for several months to 
certify that the forces were prepared to implement it in a way 
that would not hurt military readiness. And it held training for 
its 2.25 million-person force to inform everyone of the coming 
change and what was expected. 
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41. Navy-Sponsored Scientists Win International Acclaim 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 14 JUNE 12) ... Dave Smalley, Office of Naval Research Public Affairs 

ARLINGTON, Va. -- The Office of Naval Research 
(ONR) announced two ONR-supported scientists have been 
awarded the prestigious 2012 Kavli Prize for nanoscience and 
neuroscience, May 31. 

The awards are considered the world's highest honor in 
their fields. 

Both scientists, Dr. Mildred Dresselhaus and Dr. Ann 
Graybiel, are professors at the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology. 

Dresselhaus was selected for her pioneering work in 
nanoscience - a rapidly growing area of research focused on 
individual molecules and atoms. 

"This award helps show how science can be used for 
societal benefit," said Dresselhaus. "Nanoscience can be used 

to make new materials, or electronics that are beneficial to 
society-for instance, to improve the efficiency of fuel." 

Her research has contributed to the development of 
stronger but lighter new materials used by the Department of 
the Navy, as well as the automotive and aircraft industries. 

A former director of the Department of Energy's Office of 
Science, Dresselhaus won praise from Dr. Chagaan Baatar, the 
program officer at ONR sponsoring her work. 

"Dr. Dresselhaus' efforts have been vital," he said. "I 
believe that nanoscience and nanotechnology will be an 
important enabler for reducing size, weight and power-a 
particular concern for Navy missions that rely on small 
unmanned systems, as well as for Marines in the field." 
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In the field of neuroscience, Graybiel's work on 
understanding the role of key brain regions that underlie our 
ability to learn, remember and think is likewise of critical 
importance for the Navy, said Dr. Harold Hawkins, an ONR 
program officer whose department is funding the scientist's 
work. 

"The Navy needs to train executive skills and situational 
awareness appropriate for performance in a complex and 
dynamic environment," he said. "Dr. Graybiel's work could be 
particularly important for Navy missions." 

And, he noted, Graybiel's research will impact not just 
Sailors and Marines, but all society as well. 

"These key brain regions help people acquire behaviors 
that are successful and that we can turn into good habits," he 
said. 

The Kavli prizes, which also recognize groundbreaking 
work in astrophysics, are awarded every two years by the 
Norwegian Academy of Science and Letters. 

They are sponsored by physicist and philanthropist Fred 
Kavli. Each prize carries a $1 million award. 
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42. Naval Academy To Expand Football Stadium 
(ANNAPOLIS CAPITAL GAZETTE 14 JUN 12) ... John Arenas 

The Naval Academy Athletic Association plans to spend 
$16 million to increase seating in Navy-Marine Corps 
Memorial Stadium by about 10 percent in preparation for the 
academy’s transition to the Big East Conference in 2015. 

The association hopes to add 3,000 to 4,000 seats to the 
facility, which currently has 34,000. Plans also include 
installation of high-definition video boards in the end zones, 
and new club-level seating on the upper east side of the 
stadium, said academy Athletic Director Chet Gladchuk. 

“We’ve had as many as 38,000 (fans) in the facility,” 
Gladchuk said. “So anytime you add roughly 3,000 to 4,000 
(seats), it’s going to give us the opportunity to be a little more 
stable with 36,000 to 38,000.” 

Other renovations include the addition of a new media 
center and upgrades to the locker room, which last was 
renovated in 1995. New seats were last added in 2010, with 
the addition of four luxury boxes on the stadium’s upper east 
side. 

The renovations are part of a larger project spread out in 
several phases beginning in 2003. The upcoming additions are 
phase four of the project. 

“We’re still developing the plan; it’s not something we’ve 
finalized yet,” said Gladchuk. “There’s a number of hurdles, 
including raising the dollars to do it.” 

All the funding will come from donations and 
fundraising, Gladchuk said. 

Tentative plans call for phase four to begin in 2013 with 
the locker room and scoreboard upgrades. The new seats will 
be the last of the renovations, scheduled for 2015, when Navy 
begins Big East play. 

Gladchuck said there will be no noticeable increase in 
ticket prices once the renovations are complete. 

“I was here 10 years ago when we were struggling, and 
we had loyal fans who stayed with the program despite losing 
years,” he said. “So I feel compelled to make sure ticket prices 
are affordable for fans and friends.” 

The program’s transition to a large, competitive 
conference also could mean bigger crowds and a boost to 
Annapolis’ tourist industry, which already draws 2 million 
visitors annually. 

“Additional visitors are always good,” said Lara Fritts, 
president of the Annapolis Economic Development Corp. “In 
terms of 4,000 more people, that means potentially 4,000 more 
people eating at our restaurants, staying at our hotels and 
supporting our local economy.” 
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OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
43. Mixed Signals In U.S.-Philippine Build-Up 
(ASIA TIMES ONLINE 14 JUN 12) ... George Amurao 

When Philippine President Benigno Aquino traveled last 
week to Washington to meet President Barack Obama and 
other top U.S. government officials, he sought assistance from 
a long-time strategic ally to help bolster his country's position 
vis-a-vis an increasingly aggressive China. 

In certain respects, Aquino's timing could not have been 
better. Alarmed by China's growing power and influence, the 
Obama administration recently announced a shift in U.S. 
policy, a so-called "pivot" to Asia, where the U.S. bids to 
regain a measure of the previous power it once commanded in 
the region. 

The real agenda for Aquino's trip, his third to Washington 
since taking office in mid-2010, was to seek an unequivocal 
assurance from the U.S. side that it will support the 
Philippines, including if simmering tensions with China over 
contested maritime territories escalate into a shooting war. 

Manila has bid to invoke its bilateral 1951 Mutual Defense 
Treaty (MDT) as a legal basis for bringing in U.S. support. 

The MDT binds each country to the other's defense in 
case of an attack by a third party. For the length of its strategic 
relationship with the U.S., the Philippines had always been the 
one dragged into American wars - from sending volunteer 
soldiers to the European theater during World War I, to 
serving a battleground during World War II, to deploying 
battalions during the Korean War, engineers to Vietnam, and a 
token force during the invasion of Iraq, and most recently 
signing up for a prominent role in the so-called "global war on 
terror." 

With this long and storied history, Aquino and other 
Filipino officials expect some strategic reciprocation from 
America. Geopolitics, however, may frustrate those 
expectations. First, the MDT refers only to an attack on the 
signatories' territory, not disputed areas like Scarborough 
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Shoal or the Spratly Islands. Second, the U.S. enjoys strong 
economic ties with China and is obviously reluctant risk a 
military showdown over a small contested maritime territory 
over which it has no stake. 

The U.S. spelled this out last month when it flatly denied 
any desire of going to war with China over the regional giant's 
territorial conflict with the Philippines. China and the 
Philippines have been locked in a naval staredown over 
Scarborough Shoal, a small outcropping of reefs and islands. 
The U.S. has promised instead that it would uphold legal 
solutions to the dispute and will support freedom of navigation 
in the associated vital sealanes of the South China Sea. 

During Aquino's recent visit, these themes were revisited. 
Obama, however, merely gave a presidential stamp to what 
had been agreed more than a month ago between their defense 
and state secretaries during a so-called 2+2 Meeting. A White 
House statement said the two leaders "expressed firm support 
for a collaborative diplomatic process among claimants to 
resolve territorial disputes in a manner consistent with 
international law and without coercion or the use of force." 

Nonetheless, the U.S. sought to mollify its long-time 
Southeast Asian ally by pledging its help in building a 
"credible defense posture" for the Philippines. In late April, 
the Obama administration approved an increase in its foreign 
military sales program for the Philippines to U.S.$30 million, 
triple the amount of the 2011 program. 

The U.S. also facilitated the acquisition of a second U.S. 
Coast Guard cutter that can be converted to a frigate by the 
Philippine Navy, albeit the funds used for the procurement 
were derived from revenues generated by the Malampaya 
natural gas fields off the western coast of Palawan. The new 
frigate was turned over to the Philippine Navy last month. 

Shared Strategic Objectives 
Secretary of State Hillary Clinton announced during 

Aquino's visit that the U.S. government will help build and 
provide training for a Philippine National Coast Watch Center, 
which will help improve monitoring of maritime movements 
in the disputed waters. 

The Philippines currently operates several observation 
outposts in strategic spots along the length of its western coast. 
One of these detected the presence of Chinese fishing boats 
inside the Scarborough Shoal in April that led to the ongoing 
stand-off between Chinese maritime authority vessels and 
Philippine Navy and Coast Guard ships. 

With U.S. support in building a better and more well-
equipped system, both the Philippines and the U.S. will 
presumably soon have sharper eyes to watch Chinese naval 
movements in the South China Sea. Aquino also said in an 
interview that the wishlist he brought to Washington included 
powerful land-based radars and overflights of U.S. Navy P-3C 
Orion maritime surveillance planes, and Global Hawk drones 
over the contested waters. 

Also notable was the docking in mid-May of one of the 
U.S. Navy's newest, "fast attack" nuclear-powered attack 
submarines, the USS North Carolina, at Subic Bay, formerly 
America's largest naval base outside of the continental U.S. 
Though the official reason for the visit was a routine port call 
for the replenishment of supplies, it served as a reminder to 
China about the long and potent reach of the U.S. Navy. 

Even as U.S. Defense Secretary Leon Panetta announced 
last week that the U.S. plans to deploy 60% of its naval assets 
to Asia by the end of the decade, part of the U.S.'s "pivot" 
towards Asia, the Chairman of the U.S. Joint Chief of Staff 
Gen Martin Dempsey flew to Manila shortly after to discuss 
with his counterpart plans to expand training exercises 
between American and Filipino forces and gain access to more 
training grounds in the Philippines. 

Philippine and American troops have long conducted joint 
military exercises in the country. The latest Balikatan, or 
"shoulder-to-shoulder," military exercises were notably held 
off the coast of western Palawan at the height of the 
Scarborough standoff. The two sides staged an exercise to 
retake an oil platform in the case of a terrorist seizure, but 
many observers felt the maneuver meant more clearly to send 
a signal to China. 

With the non-renewal of the U.S.'s lease of military bases 
in the Philippines in 1991, and an explicit constitutional ban 
on nuclear weapons and the basing of foreign troops on 
Philippine soil, both countries signed the Visiting Forces 
Agreement (VFA) in 2001. Critics have argued the VFA has 
effectively skirted the prohibition on permanent stationing of 
U.S. troops in the country. 

Using the global war on terror as pretext, nearly 1,000 
U.S. Marines, Special Forces and other soldiers rotate 
constantly through the Joint Operations Task Force located in 
Zamboanga province in Mindanao, ostensibly to advise 
Filipino soldiers in their ongoing fight against Abu Sayyaf 
terrorists. Gen Dempsey said should negotiations push 
through, he expects more U.S. troops to cycle through various 
outposts in the Philippines, though their number would not 
exceed that of the 2,500 U.S. Marines recently announced to 
be stationed in Australia. 

Despite the U.S.'s non-commitment to Philippine 
expectations of direct military support via the MDT, through 
its own agenda of containing China and strengthening its 
presence and influence in Asia, America is helping to prop its 
former colony's bid to assert its sovereignty in the disputed 
territories. 

On the other hand, the U.S. might exact a hefty price for 
such assistance - however incidental to its own political ends 
this support of the Philippines may be. Talk of expanding 
training and exercises between the two countries and the 
possibility of more U.S. soldiers being "temporarily" stationed 
in the country have already provoked criticism from certain 
government quarters. 

These issues touch on fears of an eventual overt return of 
U.S. bases in the country and corresponding unequal political 
and economic relations between the two allies. Though 
Aquino's government tries to dismiss such apprehensions, 
these nationalistic reactions reflect the challenges that will 
arise from any enhanced military alliance between the two 
countries. 

George Amurao, a former journalist in Manila, until 
recently worked for the Southeast Asian Press Alliance. He is 
now with Mahidol University International College in 
Bangkok, Thailand. 
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44. When The U.S. Declared War On Britain 
The political fallout from the War of 1812 helps explain why Congress has never again so vigorously 
exercised the power over war entrenched in the legislative branch. 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 15 JUN 12) ... Walter R. Borneman 

Two hundred years ago, on June 17, 1812, after 
considerable debate and a close vote, the United States 
Congress made its first use of powers granted it by Article I, 
Section 8, of the Constitution and declared war on Great 
Britain. It would come to be called the War of 1812. 

There was plenty of provocation: Locked in the 
Napoleonic Wars, both Britain and France routinely seized 
neutral American ships that dared to trade with either 
belligerent. Worse, the British navy made it a normal practice 
to stop American ships and comb stateside docks for able-
bodied seamen to impress into His Majesty's service. And 
farther west, the British were stifling efforts at settlement 
beyond the Ohio River by encouraging a host of Native 
American nations to attack. 

These provocations aside, the odds did not look good. 
Seven million Americans were scattered across 18 states. The 
population of the British Isles was almost double that. Britain's 
army was among the best trained and most disciplined in the 
world. In January 1812, the effective strength of the American 
regular army numbered 4,000 officers and men. 

The American navy wasn't any better. The fleet consisted 
of five frigates, three sloops, seven brigs, and an assorted 
collection of 62 coastal gunboats. Britain floated some 175 
capital, or heavy firepower, ships. Little wonder that upon 
hearing what Congress had done, President James Madison 
was said by Augustus John Foster, Britain's ambassador, to be 
"white as a sheet." 

If remembered at all, the War of 1812 is often thought of 
as a sideshow of military ineptitude squeezed between the 
earlier glories of the American Revolution and the later 
traumas of the Civil War. But the war boasts what was by far 
the most contested declaration of war in U.S. history, and it 
recalls a time when the war power was firmly entrenched in 
the legislative branch of American government. 

On June 1, 1812, Madison's war message was submitted 
to both houses of Congress. Given the custom of the day, it 
was read by clerks who droned on without inflection for about 
half an hour. In the House, many congressmen had recently 
returned from spring visits home, where they found no 
groundswell of support for war. After vigorous debate, the 
House passed the declaration of war on June 4 by a less-than-
resounding vote of 79 to 49. "I think," bemoaned New 
Hampshire's Josiah Bartlett, "the business was too hasty." 

Over in the Senate, things moved more slowly but also 
more contentiously. During the next two weeks, the Senate 
narrowly voted down a variety of amendments—one of which 
would have stopped short of full-scale war but authorized 
letters of marque and reprisal, which licensed private 
shipowners to take action against British shipping. Showing 

the young nation's audacity, another amendment would have 
issued such letters against both British and French ships. 

Finally, on June 17, 1812, the Senate voted 19 to 13 for 
Madison's original declaration of war. Madison signed the 
declaration the following day. Two centuries later, this 
remains the closest war vote. Why since 1812 has Congress 
either overwhelmingly supported a president's request for a 
declaration of war or given him a bye when faced with his 
unilateral military action? The political fallout from the War 
of 1812 provides at least part of the answer. 

While the war issue in 1812 was not rigidly defined along 
party lines, Federalists generally opposed the war while 
Jeffersonian Republicans (forerunners of Andrew Jackson's 
Democrats) favored it. Two years later, the most antiwar of 
the Federalists went so far as to convene at Hartford, Conn., 
and debate constitutional amendments designed to weaken the 
central government. Some insist that they debated outright 
secession. 

As they debated, things looked pretty bleak for James 
Madison—his capital was in ruins, the British fleet had a 
stranglehold on American commerce, and a good third of the 
country was still ambivalent, if not outright hostile, to what 
they called Mr. Madison's War. Within a few months, 
however, Madison's peace commissioners had managed to win 
a draw at the negotiating table and, even more amazingly, 
Jackson had dealt British regulars a smashing defeat at New 
Orleans. 

It hadn't been pretty, but the American union had 
survived. Madison donned the cloak of victor and two years 
later handpicked his successor, James Monroe. Those who had 
opposed the war, particularly the Federalists who had gathered 
in Hartford, were relegated to history's footnotes. In fact, the 
Federalist Party sputtered its last gasps and soon ceased to 
exist. 

Militarily, the War of 1812 was filled with American 
defeats, but politically, it coalesced 18 loosely confederated 
states into a truly national union and marked the beginnings of 
a national psyche that would carry the country across the 
continent. The War of 1812 was also the apex of one of the 
most rudimentary of the constitutional checks and balances 
between the executive and legislative branches—the power to 
declare war. After the War of 1812, never again would 
Congress debate so vigorously and vote so narrowly to declare 
war. The political risks of doing so and ending up on the 
losing side had proven too high. 

Mr. Borneman's books include "1812: The War That 
Forged a Nation" (HarperCollins, 2004) and "The Admirals: 
Nimitz, Halsey, Leahy, and King," just published by Little, 
Brown. 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. SECNAV Kicks Off War Of 1812 Bicentennial 
(ALL HANDS UPDATE 14 MAR 12) ... Petty Officer 2nd Class Brandie Wills 

Secretary of the Navy, the honorable Ray Mabus, kicked off the bicentennial celebration of the War of 1812 in the Jefferson 
building's great hall in the Library of Congress. 

 
2. Navy Puts Laser Focus On Audit Readiness 
(FEDERAL NEWS RADIO 15 MAR 12) ... Mike Causey 

The number one financial management challenge at the Navy is pretty clear to Gladys Commons, assistant secretary for financial 
management and comptroller. 

 
3. U.S. Military Combines Green And Mean To Fly Drones On Biofuels 
The U.S. Navy's aggressive plan to replace a third of its huge fuel use with biofuels has now seen the 
unmanned aircraft, as well as ships and supersonic aircraft, trial the fuels 
(THE GUARDIAN (UK) 15 MAR 12) ... Damian Carrington 

The unmanned drones used by the U.S. Navy to bomb its enemies without risking its pilots have been tested using a 50-50 mix of 
biofuel and regular jet fuel. The use of drones has become increasingly controversial, but that's a debate for another place. 

 

CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
4. USS Enterprise Leaves For Final Deployment 
Interview with Rear Adm. Ted Carter, commander of the Enterprise Carrier Strike Group 
(FEDERAL NEWS RADIO 14 MAR 12) ... Jared Serbu 

It's the end of an era for U.S. Navy carriers. The USS Enterprise was on hand for the Soviet blockade during the Cuban missile 
crisis. She flew thousands of sorties during the Vietnam War. And the Navy's largest carrier was one of the first on scene during 
Operation Enduring Freedom. 

 
5. 'Big E' Continues Work Off Coasts 
Carrier qualifications underway 
(WAVY NBC NOROFLK 14 MAR 12) ... Art Kohn 

NORFOLK, Va. - The final deployment of the USS Enterprise got underway three days ago, but the ship and her crew are still 
working off the Virginia-North Carolina coasts. 

 
6. James E. Williams Departs Norfolk For Fourth Deployment 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 14 MAR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Daniel J. Meshel, Enterprise Carrier Strike Group 
Public Affairs 

USS JAMES E. WILLIAMS, At sea -- Arleigh-Burke class guided-missile destroyer USS James E. Williams (DDG 95) departed 
Norfolk Naval Station March 12 on the ship's fourth deployment with the Enterprise Carrier Strike Group. 

 
7. U.S., Colombian EOD Share Knowledge During Navy Dive-Southern Partnership Station 2012 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 14 MAR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Kathleen A. Gorby, Navy Dive-Southern 
Partnership Station 2012 Public Affairs 

CARTAGENA, Colombia -- Sailors from Explosive Ordnance Disposal Mobile Unit (EODMU) 2 conducted a three-week 
subject matter expert exchange with Colombian Marine Recon, Commandos and EOD in support of Navy Dive - Southern Partnership 
Station 2012 (ND-SPS 12), March 12. 
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8. West African, European And U.S. Navies And Coast Guards Plan Exercise Saharan Express 2012 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 14 MAR 12) ... Lt. Nathan Potter, Commander, U.S. Naval Forces Europe-Africa/U.S. 6th Fleet Public 
Affairs 

PRAIA, Cape Verde -- Military and civilian maritime professionals from West Africa, Europe, and the United States finalized a 
challenging training agenda for exercise Saharan Express 2012, March 14. 

 
9. Planning For The Big One: SoCal Marines Pitch In 
Disaster relief exercise held at Camp Pendleton 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 14 MAR 12) ... Gretel C. Kovach 

Camp Pendleton hosted a two-day disaster relief and humanitarian assistance exercise that concluded Wednesday and was 
attended by more than 75 representatives of city, state and federal agencies. 

 

GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
10. Tehran Is Warned Window Is 'Shrinking' 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 15 MAR 12) ... Carol E. Lee and Jay Solomon 

WASHINGTON—President Barack Obama said that the window for a diplomatic resolution to curb Iran's nuclear ambitions "is 
shrinking," in a new warning that came as Tehran's chief nuclear negotiator said his government was willing to immediately start a 
new round of negotiations. 

 
11. Six Monks Vs. One Warship 
(NEW YORK TIMES 15 MAR 12) ... Mark McDonald 

HONG KONG — Asia has seen varying displays of hard power and soft power in recent days, as the region tries to come to grips 
with any number of frozen and seemingly intractable conflicts. 

 
12. S. Korea To Conduct Military Exercise On East Coast 
(YONHAP NEWS AGENCY (S. KOREA) 14 MAR 12) 

South Korea will conduct a large scale military exercise on its east coast ahead of the 2012 Seoul Nuclear Security Summit, 
official sources said Wednesday. 

 
13. N. Korea's Kim Tells Military To 'Wipe Out' Enemies 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 14 MAR 12) 

SEOUL — North Korea's new leader Kim Jong-Un has overseen an attack drill and ordered the military to "mercilessly wipe out" 
their enemies in case of war, according to Pyongyang's official news agency. 

 
14. Admiral Questions CSBC’s Sub Plan 
Minister of National Defense Kao Hua-chu described a proposal by CSBC Corp, Taiwan to build submarines 
for the military as ‘bold and muddleheaded’ 
(TAIPEI TIMES (TAIWAN) 14 MAR 12) 

A senior navy officer yesterday questioned a local ship builder’s capability to build submarines, saying the company’s briefing 
material shows it is not ready to take on such a project. 

 
15. #Pirate? Tracking Modern Buccaneers Through Twitter 
(CNN 15 MAR 12) ... Diego Laje 

Shipping companies may have found a new tool to fight piracy: It turns out, pirates like to tweet. 
 

16. Russian Pacific Fleet Servicemen Hold Joint Exercise In Seychelles 
(DEFENCE WEB 14 MAR 12) 

Russian sailors have conducted a joint anti-piracy exercise with their counterparts in the Seychelles during the visit of the Pacific 
Fleet ship Admiral Tributs, which is on counter-piracy duties in the Indian Ocean. 

 
17. Navy's Newest Warship Proves Its Value In Far North 
(CAIRNS POST (AUSTRALIA) 15 MAR 12) ... Michael Serenc 

Cowley Beach has played host to one of the navy's newest warships, as the Australian Defence Force descended on the popular 
holiday spot for Exercise Sea Lion 2012. 
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PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
18. Navy Testing For Spice, Other Synthetics Begins This Month 
(WVEC ABC NORFOLK 14 MAR 12) 

NORFOLK - This month, the Navy will begin random testing of its Sailors for synthetic drugs like Spice as part of its zero 
tolerance effort. 

 
19. Panel Blasts Request For Money To Cover Early-Outs 
(NAVY TIMES 19 MAR 12) ... Rick Maze 

The services may need extra money this year and next for voluntary separation incentives to cushion the blow of active-duty force 
cuts, top personnel officials told a House subcommittee. 

 
20. Navy Captain To Be Grand Marshal Of St. Patrick Parade 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 14 MAR 12) ... Jillian Nolin 

NORFOLK -- Capt. Timothy Szymanski, commanding officer of Naval Special Warfare Group Two, will serve as grand marshal 
at this weekend’s annual St. Patrick’s Day Parade in Ocean View. 

 

FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
21. McCain To Block Only Some DoD Funding Shifts 
(NAVY TIMES 14 MAR 12) ... Rick Maze 

The Senate Armed Services Committee’s ranking Republican will block Pentagon requests to divert money to pay for new 
programs not previously authorized, but he will allow routine shifts of funds, a spokesman said Wednesday. 

 
22. McKeon Calls For Reversing Cuts, Outlines Plans 
(DEFENSE DAILY 15 MAR 12) ... Emelie Rutherford 

The head of a powerful committee vowed yesterday to fight defense budget cuts already set by Congress and boost funding for 
weapons programs including Navy ships. 

 
23. Navy Targets 15 Large Software Vendors For Enterprise Deals 
(FEDERAL NEWS RADIO 15 MAR 12) ... Jason Miller 

The Department of the Navy is targeting new contracts with 15 of the largest software companies. The goal is to take advantage 
of the service's size to obtain cheaper prices. 

 
24. Delaying Lockheed F-35 Buys Saves Pentagon $3.1 Billion In 2014 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 14 MAR 12) ... Tony Capaccio 

The Pentagon’s savings from delaying annual purchases of Lockheed Martin Corp.’s F-35 fighter almost doubles to $3.1 billion 
in 2014 from $1.6 billion next year, according to data from the Defense Department Comptroller’s office. 

 
25. Lockheed Urges Action On U.S. Debt Before Election 
(REUTERS 14 MAR 12) ... Andrea Shalal-Esa 

WASHINGTON - Lockheed Martin Corp , the largest U.S. weapons maker, on Wednesday urged Congress to act quickly to avert 
an additional $500 billion in defense cuts that would begin in January, warning that uncertainty about the future was dampening 
investment and hiring across the industry. 

 
26. At Submarine Shipyard, Lots Of 'Excess Capacity' 
(NATIONAL DEFENSE 14 MAR 12) ... Eric Beidel 

NORTH KINGSTOWN, R.I. — There are empty spaces and unused workstations inside the bays here at General Dynamics 
Electric Boat, where many of the U.S. Navy's nuclear-powered submarines have been designed and built. 

 
27. Contracts Boost UAV Fee-For-Service Market 
(AVIATION WEEK 14 MAR 12) ... Graham Warwick 

Unmanned aircraft are maturing fast and, with Pentagon procurement slowing, more companies see a growing market in operating 
fleets of vehicles to provide intelligence, surveillance and reconnaissance services on behalf of customers. This is bringing new 
competitors into the market. 
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28. 11 Ships To Be Decommissioned In Fiscal 2013 
(NAVY TIMES 14 MAR 12) ... Jacqueline Klimas 

Six frigates, four cruisers and an aircraft carrier are set to be decommissioned during fiscal 2013, according to a Navy message 
released Monday. 

 
29. Marines To Cut Four Battalions, 12 Air Squadrons 
(REUTERS 14 MAR 12) ... David Alexander 

WASHINGTON - The Marine Corps said on Wednesday it would cut four infantry battalions and 12 flying squadrons over the 
next five years as it shrinks by 20,000 personnel to meet budget constraints and peacetime needs after more than a decade of war. 

 

BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
30. USS Germantown Participates In Reunion Of Honor Ceremony 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 15 MAR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Johnie Hickmon, Commander, Amphibious 
Squadron 11 Public Affairs 

IWO TO, Japan -- Thirty two Sailors from the forward-deployed amphibious dock landing ship USS Germantown (LSD 42), 
along with elements of the III Marine Expeditionary Force (III MEF) attended the Reunion of Honor ceremony on Iwo To, formerly 
known as Iwo Jima, March 14. 

 
31. NMPDC Recognized By Special Olympics 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 14 MAR 12) ... Cynthia Hilsinger, Navy Medicine Professional Development Center Public Affairs 

BETHESDA, Md. -- Navy Medicine Professional Development Center (NMPDC) headquartered at Naval Support Activity 
(NSA) Bethesda received the Special Olympics Special Friend Award March 13. 

 
32. McFaul Sailors Volunteer At Italian Orphanage 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 14 MAR 12) ... USS McFaul Public Affairs 

GAETA, Italy -- Sailors from guided-missile destroyer USS McFaul (DDG 74) volunteered at the Centro Laila Orphanage in 
Mondragone, Italy, during a port visit to Gaeta, Italy, March 12. 

 
33. 'Monumental' SD Bay Cleanup Plan Approved 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 14 MAR 12) ... Mike Lee 

The San Diego Regional Water Quality Control Board on Wednesday ordered a historic cleanup project in San Diego Bay, 
capping more than two decades of work and launching what promises to be the largest effort of its kind in the region. 

 
34. U.S. Pushes For 1,500 Marines Considered For Relocation To Stay In Okinawa 
(KYODO NEWS 14 MAR 12) 

The United States government is pushing for around 1,500 Marines in Okinawa to stay there following the Japanese government's 
refusal of a plan to move them to Iwakuni, Yamaguchi Prefecture, it was learned on March 13. 

 
35. Indonesia Says 'No Problem' With U.S. Marines Plan 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 15 MAR 12) 

Indonesia said Thursday it had no problem with U.S. plans to station Marines in northern Australia as Canberra flagged the 
possibility of four-nation military drills with China. 

 

NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
36. Panetta Visit Is Met By A Scare 
Afghan Man Who Crashed Truck Near Panetta Plane Dies From Burns 
(WASHINGTON POST 15 MAR 12) ... Greg Jaffe 

KABUL — The Afghan man involved in the Wednesday attack that occurred during Defense Secretary Leon Panetta’s visit to 
Camp Bastion in southern Afghanistan died from burns, said Lt. Gen. Curtis M. Scaparrotti, the number two American commander in 
Afghanistan. 

 
37. Senate Wants To Tighten FOIA Exemptions 
(FEDERAL NEWS RADIO 15 MAR 12) ... Jared Serbu 

Congress is considering a number of bills that would give agencies more power to withhold certain information under the 
Freedom of Information Act. During Open Government Week, Congress is zeroing in on one in particular: A proposed FOIA 
exemption for critical infrastructure threats in the Lieberman-Collins cybersecurity bill. 

 



 5

OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
38. Pentagon Struggles To Cut Health-Care Costs 
(WASHINGTON POST 15 MAR 12) ... Walter Pincus 

Rapid growth problems face the $53 billion Defense Health Program, which covers 9.7 million active and retired service 
members, their families, and eligible surviving family members of deceased active and retired service personnel. 

 
39. Out Of Balance: Obama Cut Weapons Too Much, Personnel Not Enough 
(AOL DEFENSE 14 MAR 12) ... Marion Blakey 

The Obama administration has assured the American public that any cuts to defense spending would be part of a reasonably 
balanced package of reductions, would help reduce record budget deficits, and will be "reversible" if future contingencies require it. 

 
40. Deterrence Works 
(WASHINGTON POST 15 MAR 12) ... Fareed Zakaria 

When I was in college, in the early 1980s, I invited Ronald Reagan's defense secretary, Caspar Weinberger, to give a speech on 
campus. At the time, U.S. colleges were hotbeds of opposition to the Reagan administration, especially to its defense policies. Sure 
enough, as Weinberger began to speak, a series of students stood up and began to heckle. One after another, they rose and chanted a 
single line, "Deterrence is a lie!" 

 
41. Strengthen Security In Territorial Waters And Control Over Outlying Islands 
(YOMIURI SHIMBUN 14 MAR 12) ... Editorial 

China is stepping up its activities in the East China Sea. The importance of the role played by the Japan Coast Guard is increasing 
in defending Japan’s maritime interests. 

 

BBLLOOGGSS::  
42. EXCERPTS FROM BLOGS AROUND THE WORLD 
(PUBLISHED 12 – 15 MAR 12) 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. SECNAV Kicks Off War Of 1812 Bicentennial 
(ALL HANDS UPDATE 14 MAR 12) ... Petty Officer 2nd Class Brandie Wills 

Secretary of the Navy, the honorable Ray Mabus, kicked 
off the bicentennial celebration of the War of 1812 in the 
Jefferson building's great hall in the Library of Congress. 

"That War of 1812 confirmed the United States' 
independence, and it was fought primarily over the idea of 

freedom of the seas. That is exactly what the United States 
Navy does today." 

You can read more about this story and follow ongoing 
war of 1812 bicentennial events on www.navy.mil/1812. 

View Clip (RT: 1:01) 
Return to Index 
 

2. Navy Puts Laser Focus On Audit Readiness 
(FEDERAL NEWS RADIO 15 MAR 12) ... Mike Causey 

The number one financial management challenge at the 
Navy is pretty clear to Gladys Commons, assistant secretary 
for financial management and comptroller. 

"We are focused on improving our audit readiness," said 
Commons, in this week's Agency of the Month interview. 

"We have not been able to do that in the past. Right now, 
the Marine Corps is under audit, so we've learned a lot of 
lessons from them moving to audit readiness. We are 
positioning ourselves to meet the deadline that Congress has 
established for us and, better yet, we have positioned ourselves 
to meet the deadline that the secretary of Defense has 
established for us, saying that we would have a Statement of 
Budgetary Resources by the end of 2014. Actually, [at] the 
Department of the Navy, we are hoping that we will have our 

Statement of Budgetary Resources audit-ready by the end of 
2013." 

During the interview, host Francis Rose asked Secretary 
Commons if her team is more popular now than ever because 
of tightening budgets. 

"People who work in the financial management 
community have always been popular when it comes to 
making decisions about the budget and where we're going to 
spend our resources," Commons said. "They all come to us to 
find out, ‘Do we have the money available? Might I use some 
of that money to accomplish the missions that I've been 
given?' We try to be very supportive in doing so, because the 
ultimate goal for us is to support the war fighter." 

Listen To Audio (RT: 24:00) 
Return to Index 
 

3. U.S. Military Combines Green And Mean To Fly Drones On Biofuels 
The U.S. Navy's aggressive plan to replace a third of its huge fuel use with biofuels has now seen the 
unmanned aircraft, as well as ships and supersonic aircraft, trial the fuels 
(THE GUARDIAN (UK) 15 MAR 12) ... Damian Carrington 

The unmanned drones used by the U.S. Navy to bomb its 
enemies without risking its pilots have been tested using a 50-
50 mix of biofuel and regular jet fuel. The use of drones has 
become increasingly controversial, but that's a debate for 
another place. 

What's important here is that it is another sign that one of 
the most hard-headed outfits on Earth has realised that being 
green can help them be mean. Thomas Hicks, the deputy 
assistant secretary of state of the U.S. Navy, puts it plainly. 
The Navy's plan, to get a third of all its fuel from biofuels by 
2020 "increases our mission effectiveness and is better for the 
U.S. economically." What he means is that using less fuel 
exposes the Navy's forces to less risk during resupply and that 
cutting reliance on imported oil increases security and could 
save money. 

We've written about the Navy's plans before, but an 
update is worthwhile. Hicks, attending the World Biofuels 
Markets conference in Rotterdam, told me that using biofuel 
had caused no negative issues for the operation of the drones: 
"In fact, because the fuel is cleaner, we have seen some 
positive impacts, as per the engine performance." 

As well as the drones, Hicks said the Navy has virtually 
finished testing all its ships and aircraft on 50-50 biofuel 
blends. An F/A-18 Super Hornet – the biggest gas-guzzler in 
the U.S. air fleet – has been tested at almost twice the speed of 
sound and a ship has been tested at 50 knots on the fuel. 

The first operational outing for the Navy's biofuel venture 
will be in 2012, at the vast Rim of the Pacific naval exercise. 
Four ships will sail under the 50-50 blends, along with a 
nuclear-powered aircraft carrier, on which all the planes will 
fly on the same mix. A larger strike group of 11 ships will 
follow in 2016. 

The Navy has also tested a hybrid electric propulsion 
system on the 250m-long USS Makin Island. It saved $2m in 
fuel costs on its maiden voyage, from the Mississippi round 
South America and up to San Diego. Hicks estimates the 
lifetime saving at $250m. 

The Navy is putting $500m into the biofuels programme, 
which he likens to the Navy's steel programme in the 19th 
century. "Then we needed steel for our vessels, but were 
getting all of the steel from the UK and Germany," he said. 
"So the U.S. Navy created the U.S. steel industry." 

"Is the biofuel plan an aggressive goal? Yes, but small 
goals deliver small results," Hicks said, adding that he 
expected $500m private investment to match the Navy's funds. 

So the U.S. Navy, scarcely muesli-munching treehuggers, 
has a goal to deliver billions of gallons of biofuel that must be 
price-competitive and have lower carbon emissions than oil. 
The U.S. military views climate change as real and a security 
threat, but its aim in going green is simply to make its combat 
forces more effective. So just imagine what could be done if 
the U.S. as a whole targeted curbing global warming. As the 
Marines say, "oorah!" 
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CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
4. USS Enterprise Leaves For Final Deployment 
Interview with Rear Adm. Ted Carter, commander of the Enterprise Carrier Strike Group 
(FEDERAL NEWS RADIO 14 MAR 12) ... Jared Serbu 

It's the end of an era for U.S. Navy carriers. The USS 
Enterprise was on hand for the Soviet blockade during the 
Cuban missile crisis. She flew thousands of sorties during the 
Vietnam War. And the Navy's largest carrier was one of the 
first on scene during Operation Enduring Freedom. 

This week, the Enterprise left Norfolk, Va., for her final 
deployment. 

Rear Adm. Ted Carter, commander of the Enterprise 
Carrier Strike Group, spoke with Federal News Radio's Jared 
Serbu from the Atlantic Ocean as the carrier heads off for one 
last set of missions in Europe and the Middle East. 

Listen To Audio (RT: 6:12) 

Return to Index 
 

5. 'Big E' Continues Work Off Coasts 
Carrier qualifications underway 
(WAVY NBC NOROFLK 14 MAR 12) ... Art Kohn 

NORFOLK, Va. - The final deployment of the USS 
Enterprise got underway three days ago, but the ship and her 
crew are still working off the Virginia-North Carolina coasts. 

Pilots abroad the vessel have to be recertified to land and 
take-off from the flight deck. The process is known as carrier 
qualifications or CQ and they must be done before the 
Enterprise can steam east for the Mediterranean Sea. 

Commanding Officer Capt. Bill Hamilton said, "We're 
kind of a prisoner to the wind when we want to fly. The ship 
has to turn into the wind..." 

With such an unpredictable element, the training proves 
vital to the proficiency of the pilots, especially as they fly 
aboard the aircraft carrier. The island house on the Enterprise 
is taller than the superstructures on Nimitz class carriers. 

Capt. Jeff Trent, CAG, said, "So, it creates a little bit of 
turbulent air. Nothing that you would notice if you weren't a 
pilot trying to fly that absolutely perfect landing." 

Safety is the main objective, so every landing is 
scrutinized. 

Aviator Lt. Matt Degree explained, "Everything we do 
out here we're graded on. That adds a little stress to it and 
we're all type "A,” want to be the best..." 

Stress is not limited to pilots. The crew of the flight deck 
has one of the most dangerous jobs on earth. 

Lt. j.g.Gilbert Bishop, Air Bos'n, added, "You got to keep 
your head on a swivel at all times..." 

Once carrier qualifications are complete, the emphasis 
aboard ship will shift to their destination. 

"So, we'll probably race pretty much all the way across 
before we fly again, which is why we're getting everybody 
qualified right now...," Hamilton said. 

When WAVY.com spoke with the Captain Tuesday he 
said the Enterprise was on schedule and will probably make 
the turn east by sometime Thursday afternoon. 

View Clip (RT: 2:25) 
Enteprise And Vicksburg Perform A Replenishment 

At Sea 
(YOUTUBE 14 MAR 12) U.S. Navy 
ATLANTIC OCEAN -- Sailors aboard the aircraft carrier 

USS Enterprise (CVN 65) perform a replenishment at sea with 
the guided-missile cruiser USS Vicksburg (CG 69). Enterprise 
is deployed as part of the Enterprise Carrier Strike Group to 
support maritime security operations and theater security 
cooperation efforts in the U.S. 5th and 6th Fleet areas of 
responsibility. 

View Clip (RT: 1:48) 

Return to Index 
 

6. James E. Williams Departs Norfolk For Fourth Deployment 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 14 MAR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Daniel J. Meshel, Enterprise Carrier Strike Group 
Public Affairs 

USS JAMES E. WILLIAMS, At sea -- Arleigh-Burke 
class guided-missile destroyer USS James E. Williams (DDG 
95) departed Norfolk Naval Station March 12 on the ship's 
fourth deployment with the Enterprise Carrier Strike Group. 

James E. Williams is scheduled to deploy to the U.S. 
Navy's 5th and 6th Fleet areas of operation as part of an 
ongoing rotation of U.S. forces supporting maritime security 
operations in international waters around the globe. 

"We are a multi-mission platform," said Christopher M. 
Senenko, the commanding officer of James E. Williams, "and 
we are extremely flexible in our ability to respond to anything 
that the regional commanders need us to do." 

The ship recently completed a series of training events 
and certifications with the Enterprise Carrier Strike Group 
during composite training unit exercise (COMPTUEX) to 
ensure operational readiness and cohesiveness. 

The operating effectiveness of the destroyer during 
COMPTUEX will be fundamental as the ship travels to the 5th 
Fleet area of responsibility (AOR) to work with allied and 
partner maritime forces. 

"In a training environment the crew is able to practice 
procedures and techniques that they may potentially encounter 
while deployed," said Senenko. "COMPTUEX gave us 
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exposure to multiple mission-sets and taskings needed to 
execute future operations in the 5th and 6th Fleet AOR." 

Beyond mission success the deployment aboard James E. 
Williams offers Sailors a chance to develop professionally, 
visit foreign ports, and gain qualifications. 

"This is a great time for the crew," said Senenko. "They're 
able to focus on personal growth and achieving the next 
milestone in the life of this great warship." 

James E. Williams is slated to begin an extended yard 
period following the destroyer's return from deployment. 

The Enterprise Carrier Strike Group is comprised of 
James E. Williams, the aircraft carrier USS Enterprise (CVN 
65), Carrier Air Wing 1, Destroyer Squadron 2, guided-missile 
cruiser USS Vicksburg (CG 69), and guided-missile 
destroyers USS Porter (DDG 78), and USS Nitze (DDG 94).  
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7. U.S., Colombian EOD Share Knowledge During Navy Dive-Southern Partnership Station 2012 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 14 MAR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Kathleen A. Gorby, Navy Dive-Southern 
Partnership Station 2012 Public Affairs 

CARTAGENA, Colombia -- Sailors from Explosive 
Ordnance Disposal Mobile Unit (EODMU) 2 conducted a 
three-week subject matter expert exchange with Colombian 
Marine Recon, Commandos and EOD in support of Navy 
Dive - Southern Partnership Station 2012 (ND-SPS 12), 
March 12. 

EODMU 2 conducted several scenarios that included 
disarming improvised explosive device (IED) in rural, urban 
and waterborne environments and other vital information to 
improve techniques and develop professional relationships 
with the Colombian military. 

"We came here to exchange subject matter expert 
techniques and to strengthen our relationship with our South 
American partners," said Chief Explosive Ordnance Disposal 
Technician Raymond Kassow, leading chief petty officer of 
platoon 212, EODMU 2. 

During the course of the three weeks, U.S. and Colombian 
service members shared their knowledge and experiences 
concerning their encounters with explosives. 

"Working with the Marinas Explosivos Techincos 
(Colombian EOD) in Cavenas, at the Colombian Marine 
School for Infantry Specialties, we shared the different 
techniques to disarm IEDs in rural and urban combat 
environments. In doing so I found that our techniques and 
tools are very similar," said Kassow. 

Each day, the U.S. and Colombian teams practiced 
various tactics to exchange expert techniques and improve 
skills. 

"The Colombian marines have a lot of experience and are 
very professional at what they do," said Kassow. 

In addition of having the opportunity to experience new 
equipment and expand capabilities within the EOD field, the 
teams formed a bond that will last long after EODMU 2 has 
left Colombia. 

"This past week is very important to us because we shared 
a lot of knowledge and experiences that we can learn from and 
pass throughout the community," said Explosive Ordnance 
Disposal Technician 2nd Class Zachery Orn. 
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8. West African, European And U.S. Navies And Coast Guards Plan Exercise Saharan Express 2012 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 14 MAR 12) ... Lt. Nathan Potter, Commander, U.S. Naval Forces Europe-Africa/U.S. 6th Fleet Public 
Affairs 

PRAIA, Cape Verde -- Military and civilian maritime 
professionals from West Africa, Europe, and the United States 
finalized a challenging training agenda for exercise Saharan 
Express 2012, March 14. 

This week's final planning conference at the 
Counternarcotics and Maritime Security (COSMAR) 
interagency operations center culminates previous months of 
close coordination to plan complex maritime interdiction 
operation (MIO) scenarios to be executed later this spring. 

"We live in a world that is confronted with many 
problems like piracy, drug trafficking, terrorism, organized 
crime," said Col. Alberto Ferdandes, chief of staff, Cape 
Verde armed forces. "It's necessary for each of us to find a 
solution to respond to these problems in an efficient manner, 
we need to have a communal response and it is important that 
we are all prepared so we can produce a unified action." 

Fernandes said he hopes exercise Saharan Express will 
offer each partner nation the opportunity to work together and 
establish interoperability in the region. 

Finalized this week for the MIO scenarios are visit, board, 
search and seizure drills; search and rescue scenarios; medical 
casualty drills; radio communication drills; and information 

management practice techniques. These scenarios are 
scheduled to be executed off the coasts of Cape Verde, 
Mauritania, Senegal, and The Gambia and will be monitored 
and controlled by multiple maritime operations centers in the 
region. 

The aim of exercise Saharan Express is to develop 
participant nations' capabilities to monitor and enforce their 
own territorial waters and exclusive economic zones. Should 
these participants meet in the future to conduct combined 
peacekeeping or humanitarian operations, or to counter 
trafficking in drugs, people, or weapons in the Atlantic Ocean, 
they will be better able to respond and work together. 

"The collaboration of West African and European nations 
coming together to share information is encouraging to see as 
Saharan Express grows each year," said Lt. Cmdr. Eric Moyer, 
lead exercise planner. "We're looking forward to another great 
year." 

Exercise Saharan Express, scheduled to enter its second 
year later this spring, is a continuation of West African, 
European, and U.S. navies and maritime agencies working to 
build maritime security in order to face common challenges. 

Return to Index 
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9. Planning For The Big One: SoCal Marines Pitch In 
Disaster relief exercise held at Camp Pendleton 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 14 MAR 12) ... Gretel C. Kovach 

Camp Pendleton hosted a two-day disaster relief and 
humanitarian assistance exercise that concluded Wednesday 
and was attended by more than 75 representatives of city, state 
and federal agencies. 

If a major earthquake struck the San Andreas fault, 
disaster response personnel from Los Angeles to San 
Francisco and further north could quickly become 
overwhelmed. Roads and bridges would be impassable, 
cutting off cities and towns. Drinking water could run low. 
California National Guard soldiers might need to attend to 
their own families or damaged armory facilities. 

Enter the Marines and their Navy partners, the local 
service members at the helm of California’s backyard 
amphibious response force. 

The military is restricted from relief operations in the 
United States, where the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency takes the lead and operates with local authorities and 
the National Guard. The Marines and Navy can respond 
immediately after a crisis in areas near their bases, but beyond 
that they have to wait for the call. 

Thanks to a series of exercises this year stemming from 
the annual San Francisco Fleet Week in October, West Coast 
Marine operational forces are now better equipped to respond 
when the call comes, said Marine Maj. Gen. Melvin Spiese, 
deputy commander of the 1st Marine Expeditionary Force 
headquartered at Camp Pendleton. 

During an earthquake there would be no warning and “we 
would go from zero to a very complex catastrophe almost at 
the snap of a finger,” Spiese said. But “if something happened 
in San Francisco we can’t go charging out. Plus if we did we 
might not bring the right thing. 

“Now we have a better process for understanding what is 
needed … and (how) to plug into the larger federal response” 
— knowledge that will also help Marines and Sailors respond 
more efficiently in San Diego County if required, he said. 

Other participants included Marine Corps Installations 
West, the Navy’s Expeditionary Strike Group 3, California 
Emergency Management Agency, the San Francisco Fleet 
Week Association, FEMA, the California National Guard, and 
the 11th Coast Guard District. 
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10. Tehran Is Warned Window Is 'Shrinking' 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 15 MAR 12) ... Carol E. Lee and Jay Solomon 

WASHINGTON—President Barack Obama said that the 
window for a diplomatic resolution to curb Iran's nuclear 
ambitions "is shrinking," in a new warning that came as 
Tehran's chief nuclear negotiator said his government was 
willing to immediately start a new round of negotiations. 

European diplomats said they expect a meeting with 
Tehran to take place in early April, most likely in Istanbul. 

Mr. Obama, who met with British Prime Minister David 
Cameron at the White House on Wednesday, in part to unify 
their strategies on Iran, expressed skepticism that the U.S. and 
its allies will be able to resolve tensions with Tehran through 
negotiations. Iran's leaders have used previous talks, Mr. 
Obama said, "to delay, to stall, to do a lot of talking but not 
actually move the ball forward." 

"I think they should understand that because the 
international community has applied so many sanctions, 
because we have employed so many of the options that are 
available to us to persuade Iran to take a different course, that 
the window for solving this issue diplomatically is shrinking," 
Mr. Obama said during a news conference with Mr. Cameron. 

The meeting between Messrs. Obama and Cameron came 
as the European Union prepared to launch new financial 
penalties on Iran. The new measures, which would set out 
rules banning European companies from conducting financial 
wire transfers for EU-sanctioned Iranian banks, could be 
enacted Thursday, according to several European diplomats. 

The inability of Iran to use the Belgium-based financial 
network at the heart of the global payment system, known as 
Swift, is expected to be particularly damaging to Iran's 
economy. 

Mr. Cameron said the U.K. is serious about negotiations, 
but also warned that in absence of a resolution Iran will face 
increased political and economic pressure."The president and I 
have said nothing is off the table," Mr. Cameron said. "That is 
essential for the safety of the region and the wider world." Mr. 
Obama stressed that sanctions against Iran "are going to begin 
to bite even harder this summer." 

"We will do everything we can to resolve this 
diplomatically, but ultimately, we've got to have somebody on 
the other side of the table who's taking this seriously," Mr. 
Obama said. 

Iran was at the top of the two leaders' agenda on 
Wednesday. Mr. Cameron was set to press upon Mr. Obama 
his view that talk of an Israeli strike against Iran has been 
unhelpful in reaching a resolution. 

U.K. officials said this week that Mr. Cameron has grown 
increasingly concerned that Israel could take unilateral 
military action against Iran, potentially endangering British 
assets in the Middle East. London's ambassador to 
Washington, Peter Westmacott, said his government has 
already begun contingency planning in case of an Israeli 
strike. 

"As people have listened to some of the saber-rattling of 
different directions we have to make contingency planning, 
that's what militaries do," he told reporters Monday. "People 
are looking at all different options so that as and when heads 
of government ask for contingency plans of what can be done 
in certain situations they can answer the questions." 

On Wednesday, Iran's nuclear negotiator, Saeed Jalili, 
sent a letter to the European Union's foreign-policy chief, 
Catherine Ashton, requesting the two sides set a date for talks 
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to begin. The latest round of talks took place in Istanbul in 
January 2011, but negotiators couldn't even agree on an 
agenda. 

The Obama administration hopes to use the new talks 
with Iran to quickly establish confidence-building measures 
aimed at containing the Iranian nuclear threat, said U.S. and 
European officials. 

In an initial step, the six negotiating powers meeting with 
Iran are expected to ask that Tehran freeze production of 
uranium enriched to 20% purity, considered dangerously close 
to weapons-grade, and then to ship out its stockpile of the 
nuclear fuel to a third country. In return, the U.S. and its 
partners would agree not to impose another round of United 
Nations sanctions against Iran for as long as the negotiations 
continue. 

The international diplomatic bloc, which is made up of 
Security Council members U.S., U.K., Russia, China and 
Italy, plus Germany are also expected to demand greater 
access for the nuclear inspectors from the International 
Atomic Energy Agency. 

A litmus test to gauge Tehran's intentions, said U.S. 
officials, will be if Mr. Jalili allows IAEA inspectors to visit a 
military site south of Tehran that the agency believes may 
have been involved in nuclear weapons testing. The IAEA 
twice tried to visit the Parchin facility in February, but were 
denied by Iranian officials. 

Mr. Obama reiterated Wednesday that his policy is to 
prevent Iran from acquiring atomic weapons rather than to 
contain a nuclear Iran. He also warned Iranian leaders that 
negotiations are "their best bet" for resolving the conflict over 
its nuclear program. 

A top-tier paper in Russia reported Wednesday that the 
U.S. asked Moscow to convey the message to Tehran that the 
talks in Istanbul are Iran's last chance to avoid war. Obama 
administration officials denied the report. 

Mr. Obama, who recently sharpened his rhetoric on Iran 
in advance of a meeting with Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu, is under pressure from Congress to further 
toughen his stance. 

U.S. lawmakers are drafting bills that would seek to 
blacklist essentially every Iranian bank and would threaten 

penalties against European and other overseas companies that 
deal with any of these banks. 

The congressional move is aimed at preventing Tehran 
from using untargeted banks to fund its nuclear program, 
which the U.S. and many EU countries say is aimed at 
producing nuclear weapons. Tehran says its nuclear program 
is intended for peaceful purposes. 

Congress's plans mean that the board of directors of 
European companies like Swift, which stands for the Society 
for Worldwide Interbank Financial Telecommunication, could 
still face penalties and sanctions even if it fully complies with 
EU rules. Those sanctions could include banning them from 
the U.S. financial system, according to congressional aides. 

"The EU doesn't seem to realize they will still be leaving 
Swift open to sanctions unless they order all Iranian financial 
institutions expelled," said a senior congressional aide. "So 
they will end up having to meet all over again," if the new 
legislation passes. 

The U.S. Treasury has already blacklisted 23 Iranian 
banks, the bulk of which are also targeted by the EU. But 
lawmakers said Tehran is using other banks to finance its 
nuclear program and support for regional militant groups. 
Lawmakers are also preparing to target communications, 
software and technology companies that continue doing 
business with Iranian banks. 

Several EU officials said they are aware of the likely steps 
from Washington but that the EU is sticking to its plan to ban 
only financial transactions with sanctioned banks. 

One diplomat said the financial transactions ban will 
"exactly mirror" the sanctions announced on banks, including 
the central bank. That means that while most business with the 
central bank are prohibited, some payments will be allowed 
for legitimate trade-related purposes. 

"These exceptions should also be valid for Swift," the 
person said. 

Swift has already said it is ready to cut off sanctioned 
Iranian banks and companies once the EU "has clarity" on the 
legislation it's drafting. It has not said whether it will cut off 
all business with Iran's central bank. 
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11. Six Monks Vs. One Warship 
(NEW YORK TIMES 15 MAR 12) ... Mark McDonald 

HONG KONG — Asia has seen varying displays of hard 
power and soft power in recent days, as the region tries to 
come to grips with any number of frozen and seemingly 
intractable conflicts. 

Hard power, as a concept, is pretty simple — “the use of 
coercive force to drive change,” according to the former U.S. 
homeland security secretary Michael Chertoff. In the carrots-
and-stick equation, hard power is the stick. Some recent 
examples: U.S. troops in Afghanistan, Syrian tanks firing on 
civilians, sanctions on Iran and North Korea, NATO air strikes 
against the Libyan regime. 

Political scientists also see the threat (or even the display) 
of military force as hard power. Live-fire military maneuvers, 
for example, or border garrisons being placed on alert. Or the 
shakedown cruises of China’s first aircraft carrier, as reported 
this week by my colleague Michael Wines. 

China has long had carrier lust, and Michael says 
Beijing’s first one is “a 1980s Soviet warship that has been 
refitted with modern weaponry.” State-run media in China 
quoted a top navy official as saying the carrier has been 
undergoing sea trials since last August. China recently 
announced an 11.2 percent increase in its defense budget, and 
as Edward Wong has reported, an expanding Chinese navy has 
been showing a new reach and confidence. 

The Chinese carrier, formerly called the Varyag, was 
bought 15 years ago by a businessman with a travel company 
in Hong Kong. He paid a reported $20 million for the ship — 
at that point it had no engines — and towed it from a 
Ukrainian shipyard with the intention of turning the hulk into 
a floating hotel and casino. 

That was then, and the Varyag never made it to Hong 
Kong. Instead it has reportedly been rechristened the Shi Lang 
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and added to Beijing’s growing naval fleet. (A fascinating 
Bloomberg account of the ship’s saga is here.) 

The presence of the carrier on maneuvers in blue water 
seems to be a clear, hard-power message to those countries in 
the region that lay claim to various islands in the South China 
Sea, notably the Spratly and the Paracel island groups. China, 
Taiwan, Vietnam, Malaysia, Brunei and the Philippines all 
have partial (and often overlapping) claims to the area. 

The myriad islands, islets and outcroppings — some of 
which are so ephemeral that they’re submerged at high tide — 
have long been a source of tension in the region, in large part 
because they are believed to hold a bonanza of oil and natural 
gas. 

All the claimant countries except Brunei have established 
military garrisons on various disputed islands, and China and 
Vietnam regularly charge each other with the violent 
harassment of their fishing vessels. 

But in a novel use of soft power, Vietnam said earlier this 
week that six Buddhist monks will soon take up residence on 
one of the Spratlys. The monks, who reportedly will stay for 
the next year, belong to the government-sanctioned wing of 
the Buddhist church. 

It makes for a textbook case of hard power versus soft: 
Do six monks trump one warship? 

Soft power, as a concept, is a “much more fluid matter,” 
as Mr. Chertoff said, and a bit harder to define. Sometimes 
known as public diplomacy, it can involve cultural or student 
exchanges, economic incentives, foreign aid and the like. 

“By having interpersonal relationships we broaden 
understanding,” Mr. Chertoff said. 

The originator of the term, the Harvard professor Joseph 
Nye, outlines the idea here, in a video talk. 

The Chinese know a little something about soft power, 
too. Responding to diplomatic feelers from the Nixon 
administration in 1971, Mao Zedong’s government invited the 
touring U.S. table tennis team to come to China for a series of 
matches. 

At the time, such an exchange was nearly unthinkable — 
until it wasn’t. When the Americans accepted the invitation, 
“ping-pong diplomacy” was born. 

As The Times noted on April 10, 1971, “Mao Tse-tung is 
demonstrating that table tennis can be used as a subtle and 
effective instrument of diplomacy.” 

The table tennis matches were a forerunner to President 
Nixon’s landmark trip to China in 1972, and the Chinese 
quickly followed his visit with the donation of two panda 
bears to the National Zoo in Washington. Ling-Ling and 
Hsing-Hsing were a huge success, and “panda diplomacy” 
remains a valuable item in Beijing’s public relations toolbox. 

Another remarkable display of soft power took place 
Wednesday in Paris, as 90 musicians from the Unhasu 
Orchestra of North Korea joined the Radio France 
Philharmonic Orchestra for a concert, Sophie Cohen reports at 
the ArtsBeat blog. 

It remains to be seen whether such an intermingling might 
help calm the fractious relationship between the two Koreas. 
They remain technically at war, and recent military exercises 
by the United States and South Korea around the Korean 
Peninsula have enraged the North. 

Myung-whun Chung, the chief conductor of the Seoul 
Philharmonic, led the joint orchestra in Paris, and he said he 
had wanted the event to “be presented with no political 
wrappings: no speeches, no flags flying.” (He also spoke with 
our colleague Daniel Wakin last September about his effort at 
“baton diplomacy.”) 

In a video interview Thursday on Al Jazeera, which 
includes footage of North Korean players under his baton, Mr. 
Chung said he originally wanted to combine musicians from 
North and South Korea. 

“But that’s politically not possible right now,” he said. 
“They consider the situation too politically blocked and too 
frozen.” 
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12. S. Korea To Conduct Military Exercise On East Coast 
(YONHAP NEWS AGENCY (S. KOREA) 14 MAR 12) 

South Korea will conduct a large scale military exercise 
on its east coast ahead of the 2012 Seoul Nuclear Security 
Summit, official sources said Wednesday. 

The combined arms exercise involving Army, Air Force 
and Navy units will be carried out from noon through 9 p.m. 
Thursday with a focus on countering threats by a North 
Korean patrol vessel and submarine. 

Military sources said the drill will involve a mock 
incursion by a North Korea patrol vessel in Goseong, about 
225 kilometers northeast of Seoul, while the submarine 
exercise will take place near a port in Yanyang about 215 
kilometers from the capital city. 

Both exercises will involve North Korean vessels crossing 
the northern limit line (NLL), the de facto sea border between 
South and North Korea. 

The violation of the NLL will be countered by shore-
based artillery fire and use of South Korea's anti-submarine 
assets such as Lynx helicopters and other airborne attack 
platforms. 

In addition, the military and local police plan to beef up 
their anti-terrorism stance by conducting an exercise to 
apprehend North Korean agents who try to infiltrate the 
country from the sea. 

The training maneuver is timed to check the preparedness 
of the country's military and law enforcement agencies to deal 
with unexpected developments as Seoul prepares to host the 
global nuclear summit on March 26-27. 

Return to Index 
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13. N. Korea's Kim Tells Military To 'Wipe Out' Enemies 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 14 MAR 12) 

SEOUL — North Korea's new leader Kim Jong-Un has 
overseen an attack drill and ordered the military to 
"mercilessly wipe out" their enemies in case of war, according 
to Pyongyang's official news agency. 

The agency in a report dated Wednesday did not say when 
or where Kim launched the "combined strike drill" by the 
army, navy and air force, which comes amid high tension with 
South Korea. 

Many of the country's top military and civilian officials 
attended the exercise, which featured a simulated attack by 
planes, ships and artillery on enemy warships. 

Kim was officially appointed supreme commander of the 
1.2 million-member military after taking over the national 
leadership following the death of his father Kim Jong-Il on 
December 17. 

His regime has agreed a surprise nuclear deal with the 
United States but has taken a consistently hostile tone with the 
South's conservative government. 

It has several times threatened a "sacred" war against the 
South over perceived insults to the North's ruling dynasty, and 
Kim has toured a series of frontline military units. 

Kim accused the North's enemies of awaiting a chance to 
make a surprise attack, the news agency said. He ordered 
troops "to mercilessly wipe out the enemies with arms of 
justice and revenge once they go into action.” 

South Korean troops are also planning a major military 
exercise. It will be held near the disputed Yellow Sea border 
late this month to mark the second anniversary of the sinking 
of one of Seoul's warships. 

The South accused its neighbour of torpedoing the 
corvette on March 26, 2010, with the loss of 46 lives. The 
North denied responsibility but shelled a South Korean border 
island eight months later, killing four people. 

South Korean and U.S. troops are already conducting a 
separate annual field exercise known as "Foal Eagle.” The 
North says such drills are rehearsals for invasion. 

The South has ordered troops to stay vigilant before 
dozens of national leaders including U.S. President Barack 
Obama gather for a Nuclear Security Summit in Seoul on 
March 26-27. 
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14. Admiral Questions CSBC’s Sub Plan 
Minister of National Defense Kao Hua-chu described a proposal by CSBC Corp, Taiwan to build submarines 
for the military as ‘bold and muddleheaded’ 
(TAIPEI TIMES (TAIWAN) 14 MAR 12) 

A senior navy officer yesterday questioned a local ship 
builder’s capability to build submarines, saying the company’s 
briefing material shows it is not ready to take on such a 
project. 

Vice Admiral Huang Shu-kuang, chief of staff of Navy 
Command Headquarters, was echoing Minister of National 
Defense Kao Hua-chu’s comment that he was not sure if local 
shipbuilders have the technology to build submarines for the 
navy. 

The idea was put forth as early as 2002, but more 
assessments will be required because the building of 
submarines involves many technologies, Kao said. 

In reply to lawmakers’ questions, Kao said the most basic 
requirement for locally built submarines is that they be able to 
dive and surface, and the most important thing is to ensure the 
safety of the navy personnel. 

According to a report in the Chinese-language United 
Evening News, Kao described a proposal by state-run CSBC 
Corp, Taiwan to build military submarines as “bold and 
muddleheaded.” 

However, Chinese Nationalist Party (KMT) Legislator 
Lin Yu-fang, an expert on defense affairs, said being bold is 
better than being timid. CSBC should be given a chance to 

“start by building small submarines,” from which it will 
acquire the experience to produce bigger ones, Lin said. 

Huang said that after reviewing data supplied by CSBC, 
he felt “the company’s capabilities were still insufficient.” 

Kao said the Ministry of National Defense was “carefully 
reviewing” the CSBC proposal, which he said was “just an 
idea.” 

The ministry has not begun to evaluate its feasibility, he 
said. 

CSBC vice president Chen Feng-lin was angered by 
Kao’s description of his company’s proposal as “bold and 
muddleheaded,” according to the newspaper report. 

“Is Kao a navy man? I don’t think so, Chen was quoted as 
saying, referring to Kao’s previous service in the infantry. 

While he respects the minister’s position, Chen said it 
must be pointed out that a group of German submarine experts 
expressed optimism eight years ago that CSBC would be able 
to build a complete submarine, including its weapons system, 
if the company could acquire some advanced technology in 
collaboration with foreign companies. 

“All we need is a little support and a small investment 
[from the government],” Chen was quoted by the newspaper 
as saying. 
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15. #Pirate? Tracking Modern Buccaneers Through Twitter 
(CNN 15 MAR 12) ... Diego Laje 

Shipping companies may have found a new tool to fight 
piracy: It turns out, pirates like to tweet. 

Not only that, Somali-based pirates blog and are on 
Facebook, security experts say. And it is through social media 
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that shipping companies are increasing their understanding of 
how they operate. 

"Somalia is a very sophisticated economy, it has one of 
the best mobile phone communication systems in the world," 
said Jessica Lincoln, director of intelligence at Rubicon 
Resolution, a risk consultancy. 

Lincoln follows pirates' activities using what she 
describes as "normal" web tools. She gathers whatever 
individuals and organizations like al-Qaeda's Somali affiliate 
Al-Shabaab post online about attacks. The insurgent 
organization runs a Twitter account where it publicizes its 
activities. The Al-Shabaab Twitter account has been a part of 
the debate over whether terrorist organizations should be 
allowed to use Twitter. 

Twitter does not take responsibility for the accuracy and 
appropriateness of user content in its terms of service. 

Another source for her is the Kenyan army, which 
Lincoln describes as fully engaged in online exchanges with 
Al-Shabaab. 

Fertile Territory For Al-Shabaab In Chaos Of 
Somalia 

Other organizations, like the International Maritime 
Organization, document pirate attacks and tweet about them. 

While, for example, Al-Shabaab may claim an attack was 
carried out, Lincoln will confirm this claim with other online 
sources, like the Kenyan army or the IMO. 

Lincoln has put together data from social media, 
mainstream media, academics, governmental organizations, 
and NGOs to create a virtual representation of the social 
networking web of pirates in Somalia. Her work -- aggregated 
from online sources -- has drawn the interest of shippers and 
government intelligence agencies. 

Her work was on display at a recent shipping conference 
in Hong Kong, where more than half the conference dealt with 
risks and crises in this field, suggesting the industry's growing 
concern with violence and piracy. 

But the same weakness Lincoln exploits can favor 
criminals. Shipping companies, like all listed enterprises, are 
required to disclose information like vessel sizes, their 
expenses in armed escorts and usual routes. 

Pirates are armed with increasingly sophisticated 
technology and ample online access to stay ahead of the game. 
As a result, the high-seas clash between pirates and 
commercial shippers is becoming more of a technology race, 
security experts say. 

"[Pirates] are being more understanding of the shipping 
industry, because of the World Wide Web and the money 
they've got through ransom payments, they bought themselves 
the laptops, they've got their iPhones and their iPads," said 
Lane Aldred, director of maritime and security services at 
Control Risks. 

Aldred said pirates look at shipping schedules and the 
protection measures aboard to select targets. 

In 2011, the total cost of piracy was $7 billion, according 
to a report by Oceans Beyond Piracy, an NGO. Aldred 
considers this estimate conservative. 

Meanwhile, the same report said that ransoms were 2% of 
these total costs. Re-routing ships is piracy's biggest cost, 
estimated at $2.4 billion a year, or about a third of the total. 
Other growing piracy costs for shippers are insurance 
premiums and security equipment. 

Nevertheless, OBP states that while successful attacks are 
decreasing due to improving counter measures, ransoms and 
the time a ship is held have increased. 

Longer kidnap times for seafarers implies a series of 
problems that pirates solve through specialization: while some 
attack ships on sea, others supply a number of services on 
land. 

"It's like a supply chain... you have the attackers, they're 
the guys on the skiffs, approaching the vessel, boarding the 
vessel and getting the hostages; you got the guy who sets 
himself up as the negotiator; you got the guy that manages the 
vessel and the hostages," Aldred told CNN. "There are 
different actors brought in for their specialist function." 

As more people get involved in these operations, their 
impact reverberates throughout local communities. 

Somalia earn on average about $600 a year, according to 
the CIA, so a $1 million ransom payment can be a boon to 
local operators involved in an aspect of the pirate trade, 
analysts said. 

Many people in Somalia are aware of what's going on, 
and they talk about it on Twitter and other social media. Still, 
analysts face the same problems social media encounters 
elsewhere. 

"Actually getting verified information from within 
Somalia is very difficult, because anybody can tweet, anybody 
can post anything," Lincoln said. 

Therefore, Twitter is only one source that undergoes a 
validation process before accepting these bits of information 
as usable, she said. 

Lincoln has three guidelines. "First we look at 
corroboration of data," she said. The analyst tries to compare 
tweets to recognized sources reporting on piracy like the 
International Maritime Organization. If data can't be matched 
to a report by the IMO or other trusted organization, she seeks 
to understand who's behind it. 

"If you can understand their agenda, you can understand 
where they're coming from judging that piece of information," 
she said. Militant groups use Twitter as propaganda, whereas 
others could be trying relay a fact, according to the analyst. 

And if these two steps fail, and the information is still 
valuable, Lincoln includes it in her analysis with a full 
disclosure of source and circumstance, she said. 

View Clip (RT: 0:46) 
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16. Russian Pacific Fleet Servicemen Hold Joint Exercise In Seychelles 
(DEFENCE WEB 14 MAR 12) 

Russian sailors have conducted a joint anti-piracy 
exercise with their counterparts in the Seychelles during the 
visit of the Pacific Fleet ship Admiral Tributs, which is on 
counter-piracy duties in the Indian Ocean. 

“Our troopers have demonstrated their anti-piracy skills to 
the Coast Guard colleagues,” said Russian Navy Captain First 
Rank Ildar Akhmerov, commander of the Pacific Fleet (PF) 
anti-piracy task force. 
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The exercise was organised by the Seychelles Coast 
Guard and Russian marines last week. 

It involved the Seychelles Coast Guard ‘pirating’ a 
passenger vessel and kidnapping its crew. Russian marines 
then ‘captured’ the vessel using their speedboats and boarding 
rope ladders and neutralised the ‘pirates’, RIA Novosti 
reports. 

High-ranking officials of Seychelles Coast Guard and 
Russian diplomats observed the exercise. 

The Admiral Tribut’s visit was the second such goodwill 
expedition to the Seychelles since October 2009. The Udaloy 
class destroyer departed the archipelago on March 5. 

The Admiral Tributs, together with the Pechenega tanker 
and a rescue tugboat, arrived in the Gulf of Aden on January 
12 to escort convoys of commercial ships. The seventh task 
force replaced a previous flotilla that had been stationed in the 

area since September 28 last year. This included the Admiral 
Penteleyev destroyer, a supply vessel and rescue tugboat, as 
well as a unit of marines. 

Russian warships have taken part in anti-piracy patrols 
since October 2008 and successfully escorted a total of 130 
commercial vessels from various countries through the pirate-
infested waters off the Somali coast. 

The international community runs several seaborne anti-
piracy missions off North Africa, with the European Naval 
Forces Operation Atalanta, NATO-led Operation Ocean 
Shield and Combined Taskforce 151 led by Americans. 
Atalanta was originally set up to safeguard the United 
Nation’s World Food Programme aid deliveries to Somalia but 
has expanded to take on a general anti-piracy role. Other 
nations like South Korea, China, Japan, Iran, Saudi Arabia and 
India also have ships off the East African coast. 
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17. Navy's Newest Warship Proves Its Value In Far North 
(CAIRNS POST (AUSTRALIA) 15 MAR 12) ... Michael Serenc 

Cowley Beach has played host to one of the navy's newest 
warships, as the Australian Defence Force descended on the 
popular holiday spot for Exercise Sea Lion 2012. 

Commissioned by the RAN in December last year, 
Landing Ship Dock HMAS Choules has become a centrepoint 
for the two-week long Far Northern exercise, as both army and 
naval forces keenly tested its new capabilities. 

The new ship formed an integral part of Sea Lion, which 
aims to practise humanitarian and disaster relief operations 
between both forces at the Cowley Beach training area south 
of Innisfail. 

"Certainly, (cyclone) Yasi highlighted some of the 
deficiencies in our older fleet, and the arrival of this ship and 
the exercise we're doing this week is designed to enable us to 
prove that (we can respond)," 1RAR Commanding Officer 
Lieutenant Colonel Eamon Lenaghan said. 

"It's a great step forward for the ADF's capability." 
Able to carry up to 32 Abrams tanks or 150 light trucks, 

the 176m-long Choules can also house two helicopters and an 
internal docking well for landing craft. 

Following on from the earlier Exercise Squadex, Sea Lion 
involves elements from Army's Townsville-based 3rd Brigade, 
10th Force Support Battalion and 5th Aviation Regiment, as 
well as five vessels from the Australian navy and one from 
New Zealand. 

Speaking on board the Choules, Amphibious Task Group 
Commanding Officer Captain Ray Leggatt also praised the 
contribution of Navy's four-strong Landing Craft Heavy fleet 
based at HMAS Cairns. 

"They do very much play a part in the exercise," CAPT 
Leggatt said. 

"(They've performed) very well, they haven't worked with 
the ship before...they've integrated very well and they've really 
come across in leaps and bounds in a very short period of 
time." 

CAPT Leggatt was also quick to point out the importance 
of 5 Avn Regt's role in being able to practise flight deck 
operations on the Choules, as they prepare for the delivery of 
Navy's first Landing Helicopter Dock vessel in 2014. 

"There was an extensive amount of flying during this 
particular exercise...yesterday we were doing co-ordinated 
aviation and dock offs, which is really quite complex," he 
said. 

"Again, they've come a long way in a very short period of 
time and integrated into the force." 

Formerly known as the Largs Bay, HMAS Choules was 
purchased by Defence from the UK's Royal Fleet Auxillary in 
March last year for $100 million. 

Exercise Sea Lion 2012 will wrap up at the end of March. 
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PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
18. Navy Testing For Spice, Other Synthetics Begins This Month 
(WVEC ABC NORFOLK 14 MAR 12) 

NORFOLK - This month, the Navy will begin random 
testing of its Sailors for synthetic drugs like Spice as part of its 
zero tolerance effort. 

Vice Adm. Scott R. Van Buskirk, chief of naval 
personnel, said, "If a Sailor makes a poor choice and uses 
these types of drugs, they need to know that there will be 
consequences." 

In a speech aboard Norfolk-based USS Bataan on March 
5, Navy Secretary Ray Mabus talked about the need for the 

urine tests, saying they're intended to punish Sailors but to 
help them make good choices. 

In 2009, 29 Marines and Sailors were investigated for 
Spice. In 2011, that number topped 700, Naval Criminal 
Investigative Service reported to the Associated Press. 

Navy officials said positive samples will be sent to NCIS 
for further investigation. 

Initial testing will be done by a contracted laboratory; in-
house testing will occur later this year. 
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According to the Navy, during fiscal year 2012 the Navy 
will invest $1.73 million to test for synthetic designer drugs. 
Officials expect to nearly double that mount in FY 2013. 

Spice is made up of exotic plants from Asia like Blue 
Lotus and Bay Bean. Their leaves are coated with chemicals 
that mimic the effects of THC, the active ingredient in 
marijuana, but are five to 200 times more potent. 
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19. Panel Blasts Request For Money To Cover Early-Outs 
(NAVY TIMES 19 MAR 12) ... Rick Maze 

The services may need extra money this year and next for 
voluntary separation incentives to cushion the blow of active-
duty force cuts, top personnel officials told a House 
subcommittee. 

In an increasingly common response, lawmakers were 
less interested in hearing details about separation money than 
in lambasting the services — which are dealing with reduced 
budgets mandated by Congress — for even considering 
cutting any active-duty positions. 

The criticism left the three-star personnel chiefs 
speechless, and uncertain if they would get the funding to help 
pay for voluntary buyouts and early retirement benefits that 
would put money in the pockets of service members whose 
careers are being cut short by the push to shrink the force. 

Rep. Joe Wilson, R-S.C., chairman of the House Armed 
Services Committee’s military personnel panel, has made no 
secret of his displeasure with the $486 billion reduction being 
made in defense spending over 10 years as a result of the 
Budget Control Act of 2011. 

Wilson specifically complained at the March 6 hearing 
that the plan laid out by the service personnel chiefs seems 
unfair, saying he harbors “serious reservations about the 
budget request and the reductions in the force and to personnel 
programs,” he said. 

“America remains at war today with a ruthless and 
committed enemy,” Wilson said. “Proposed major reductions 
to end strength, compensation programs and health care 

programs sap our combat capability and undermine the trust of 
our service members, military families and veterans.” The 
personnel panel’s ranking Democrat, Rep. Susan Davis of 
California, said she thinks the Defense Department is doing 
what it can to protect troops and their families. But, like 
Wilson, she expressed concern that while the force might get 
smaller, the threats facing the U.S. are “not going to go away. 
In some cases, they may even increase.” Wilson said the 
military is being singled out for bigger cuts. He asked the 
personnel chiefs if they were aware of any other federal 
agency making cuts of the size planned by the Pentagon. 

The chiefs had no reply, and also had no response when 
Rep. Mike Coffman, R-Colo., wondered why the services are 
cutting personnel rather than looking for other ways to save 
money. His proposed suggestion: slow down promotion rates. 
Congress approved an array of early-out options last year, 
including allowing troops to leave before the end of their 
scheduled obligations, voluntary separation pay and early 
retirements. 

Using those options may bring added costs requiring 
budget adjustments and more funding, the personnel chiefs 
said. But how much money might be needed, and whether it 
could be found by shifting money within personnel accounts, 
has not been determined. Congressional aides said the 
Pentagon is unlikely to get extra money for voluntary 
separation measures. 
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20. Navy Captain To Be Grand Marshal Of St. Patrick Parade 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 14 MAR 12) ... Jillian Nolin 

NORFOLK -- Capt. Timothy Szymanski, commanding 
officer of Naval Special Warfare Group Two, will serve as 
grand marshal at this weekend’s annual St. Patrick’s Day 
Parade in Ocean View. 

The parade, in its 45th year, will start at 10 a.m. Saturday, 
and the after-parade party begins at noon at the Knights of 

Columbus lot. The 1.5-mile parade route begins at Northside 
Middle School and ends at First View Street and Government 
Avenue. 

Szymanski has held his current post since August 2010. 
He previously was platoon commander and task unit 
commander for SEAL Delivery Team Two at Little Creek. 
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FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
21. McCain To Block Only Some DoD Funding Shifts 
(NAVY TIMES 14 MAR 12) ... Rick Maze 

The Senate Armed Services Committee’s ranking 
Republican will block Pentagon requests to divert money to 
pay for new programs not previously authorized, but he will 
allow routine shifts of funds, a spokesman said Wednesday. 

An earlier story indicated Sen. John McCain also would 
block routine reprogramming requests for authorized 
programs. 

In a March 9 letter to Defense Secretary Leon Panetta, 
McCain asked for a full accounting of reprogramming in 2010 

and 2011, including a list of every new, unauthorized expense. 
“I will not approve any further reprogramming requests until I 
am provided this information,” the letter concludes. 

The letter does not state specifically that McCain would 
block reprogramming for authorized programs, and a 
spokesman clarified that only requests for new, unauthorized 
programs would be blocked. 

The practice of reprogramming has grown into a $12 
billion to $15 billion annual shifting of funds between defense 
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accounts after Congress approves an annual budget. The 
spokesman said McCain seeks only to stop a growing practice 
of circumventing the normal budget process. 

For example, McCain opposes an Army request to divert 
$38 million to a research project to modulate digital radio 
frequencies because the study and simulation is part of the 
2013 budget pending before Congress. 

The Navy asked for $29.2 million for start-up funding of 
a National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration project to 
help map the ocean surface and forecast ocean swells. The 
Navy’s contribution to the Jason 3 Altimeter had not been 
authorized by Congress. 

Reprogramming has become an increasingly common 
practice as the Defense Department shifts money between 

accounts during the year as needs change. This year, Congress 
already has received seven reprogramming requests for $850 
million, including $144 million for programs not previously 
authorized by lawmakers. 

Under the reprogramming process, only eight members of 
Congress need to approve the money being moved: the 
chairman and ranking minority party members of the House 
and Senate armed services committees and defense 
appropriations subcommittees. As ranking Republican on the 
Senate Armed Services Committee, McCain is one of the 
eight, and his refusal to approve a shift of funds would be 
enough to block the transfer. 
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22. McKeon Calls For Reversing Cuts, Outlines Plans 
(DEFENSE DAILY 15 MAR 12) ... Emelie Rutherford 

The head of a powerful committee vowed yesterday to 
fight defense budget cuts already set by Congress and boost 
funding for weapons programs including Navy ships. 

Just weeks before the House Armed Services Committee 
(HASC) will write its version of the Pentagon policy bill, 
Chairman Howard "Buck" McKeon (R-Calif.) outlined his 
military priorities yesterday during a speech at the Ronald 
Reagan Presidential Library in Simi Valley, Calif. He 
described a "three-pillared philosophy towards revitalizing our 
military forces," intended to reverse $487 billion in longterm 
cuts imposed by the Budget Control Act of 2011, prevent 
roughly $500 billion more in "sequestration" reductions, and 
"restore and rebuild" the military. 

"We should ask ourselves, will this be the moment, right 
now, when America abandoned its special role in the world, 
and transformed itself from a superpower to a regional 
power?" he asked yesterday. Arguing he will "not be complicit 
in the dismantling of the Reagan military," he said if the entire 
defense budget is cut the nation would still have a "massive 
deficit" because of entitlement programs. 

McKeon has been fighting to prevent the sequestration 
cuts, which will likely start in January unless Congress crafts a 
plan to cut $1.2 trillion from the federal deficit. He touted 
yesterday anti-sequestration legislation he crafted, which 
would prevent the first year of those cuts through federal-
workforce reductions. 

The HASC chairman further called for undoing the first 
round of 10-year defense cuts brought by the Budget Control 
Act, which the Pentagon says amount to a $487 billion 
reduction to its planned spending. 

"One of my top priorities is getting that half a trillion 
dollars back," he said. 

"We're past cutting the fat and past the muscle, now we're 
cutting into the bone," he said. "Less than 20 percent of our 

federal spending goes to defense. But 50 percent of our deficit 
reductions have come from defense. The consequences are 
being felt." 

McKeon lamented that President Barack Obama's fiscal 
year 2013 budget request, in line with spending caps in the 
Budget Control Act, cuts $43 billion in spending. He cited 
concerns about Navy ship and Air Force cargo plane 
reductions, saying the nation must invest in the two services' 
modernization if the administration truly wants to enhance the 
U.S. military presence in the Asia-Pacific. 

"We will seek to modernize airlift capabilities, including 
C-130s and C-5s that predate the Reagan administration," 
McKeon said. "We will try to hold back cuts to the Navy's 
cruiser force, finding the money for our cruisers to undergo 
proper upgrades, instead of mothballing vital ships needed to 
sustain the shift to Asia before hos ships reach the end of their 
lifespan." 

McKeon emphasized his intention to invest in upgrading 
existing equipment, calling for an end to "this unofficial 
procurement holiday and get our forces the tools they need to 
win the current war, and deter future wars." 

"That means repairing and replacing equipment that was 
lost and damaged in places like Iraq and Afghanistan," he said. 

McKeon said the HASC's FY '13 defense authorization 
bill will "reflect appropriate resourcing" for items including 
bunker-buster munitions, mine countermeasures, and sensor 
and intelligence platforms. The legislation the panel will mark 
up in early May will "focus heavily" on countering anti-access 
systems that Iran and China could use. 

He further called for "holding the administration 
accountable" on pledges regarding modernizing the nuclear 
deterrent, and for allocating for "contingencies like Iran." 
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23. Navy Targets 15 Large Software Vendors For Enterprise Deals 
(FEDERAL NEWS RADIO 15 MAR 12) ... Jason Miller 

The Department of the Navy is targeting new contracts 
with 15 of the largest software companies. The goal is to take 
advantage of the service's size to obtain cheaper prices. 

"This is all about efficiency and saving money, and like 
any business if you come to the table with more money you 

can generally get a better price. And that is what this is all 
about," said Terry Halvorsen, the Department of the Navy's 
chief information officer in an interview with Federal News 
Radio. "Bringing what we are already buying in terms of 
licenses, bundling that up and being able to go to the vendors 
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representing a bigger customer, and generally bigger 
customers get better prices." 

Halvorsen; Gladys Commons, the assistant secretary of 
the Navy for financial management and comptroller; and Sean 
Stackley, the Navy's assistant secretary for research, 
development and acquisition, issued a memo Feb. 22 making 
it mandatory for the Navy and Marines Corps to buy software, 
some hardware and some services through enterprisewide 
licenses. 

Terry Halvorsen, chief information officer, Navy 
(Navy)Halvorsen said integrated product teams are setting up 
the licenses with Microsoft being among the first ones. 

Halvorsen said the DoN is trying to build on the 
enterprise license the Marines Corps put in place just over a 
year ago with Microsoft. 

"Obviously, when you bring the Navy into the Marine 
Corps, the scope gets much, much broader and the money gets 
much, much larger," Halvorsen said. "These are things both 
the Navy and Marine Corps spend a fair amount of money on 
today. When you put it together, it gives you a fair amount of 
money that hopefully the DoN can generate big savings for 
both the Marine Corps and Navy by doing these combined 
buys." 

The Navy has a few enterprise deals of its own in place, 
but most are fairly small. 

Navy Expects To Save Big 
In all, the Department of the Navy, which also includes 

the Marines Corps, wants to create deals with many of the 
major commercial providers, including Cisco, Symantec, 
Adobe, IBM, Hewlett-Packard, Oracle, VMWare and many 
others. 

Halvorsen couldn't comment specifically on timing of 
these enterprise deals, but said he would like to get them in 
place as soon as possible to start realizing savings. He said the 
DoN estimates about $100 million in savings over five years. 
The Navy is trying to save 25 percent of its IT budget over the 
next five years. 

"We look at what enterprise licenses are available at the 
DoD level," he said. "If there is an enterprise license that's 
currently available, we look at the size of the contract. Is it 
truly everyone at DoD? Does it represent a big base? If it does, 
we will look at using that. The list of candidates here, there are 
not big DoD licenses on that so we are proceeding with DoN 
licenses." 

He added the Navy also is talking to the other services 
about the deals as well, and they could be expanded to include 
the Army, Air Force and the DoD agencies. 

The Office of Management and Budget and the General 
Services Administration set up the SmartBuy initiative in 2004 

to create governmentwide enterprise licenses. DoD joined 
GSA on a handful of deals, but use has been limited over the 
last eight years. There are 38 different contracts under 
SmartBuy. 

Halvorsen said the Department of the Navy looked at 
SmartBuy and decided it didn't meet all of its needs. 

"SmartBuy does some things, but what we are trying to do 
is take everything we do with a company, so Oracle is a good 
example, we spend money on services, we spend on money on 
software and we spend money for hardware. So what we'd like 
to do is get a single enterprise agreement with Oracle that says 
these are the prices you will be charged for every piece of 
what you buy through Oracle," he said. "What SmartBuy has 
is there is a SmartBuy for some pieces of the software, for 
some pieces of the hardware. We are trying to bring all of that 
together so we negotiate with the biggest amount of money 
presenting the biggest company face to the company that we 
can." 

Disorganized Software Buying Happening Now 
Currently, Navy commands and organizations buy 

software on their own. The enterprise license mandate will put 
an end to that disorganized effort. 

Halvorsen said the memo builds on a new requirement for 
his office to approve all technology spending above $500,000. 

"No matter whatever command you will do this at, the 
team will be your CIO, your comptroller and your contracting 
authority," he said. "What we have done is put a memo from 
the top people who control that out to all of the commands in 
the Marines Corps and Navy and said here are the rule sets. 
Contracting officers must follow these rules. Comptrollers 
must check to see these rules are followed. CIOs must present 
their buys. We are capturing all the people that are involved 
and making sure that all of them understand the rule sets." 

The memo includes a waiver process for commands to 
buy from another contracting vehicle. Halvorsen, the deputy 
CIO for the Navy Vice Adm. Kendall Card, and the Marines 
Corps CIO Brig. Gen. Kevin Nally all must approve the 
waiver request, but the memo stated waivers would be granted 
sparingly. 

While the DoN is setting up the enterprise deals, 
Halvorsen said commands or offices can buy the needed 
software from existing contracts, but any renewals would be 
through the enterprise license. 

"As we get more aggressive for looking at savings in the 
current financial environment, it's driving more of this good 
behavior," he said. 

Listen To Audio (RT: 7:26) 
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24. Delaying Lockheed F-35 Buys Saves Pentagon $3.1 Billion In 2014 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 14 MAR 12) ... Tony Capaccio 

The Pentagon’s savings from delaying annual purchases 
of Lockheed Martin Corp.’s F-35 fighter almost doubles to 
$3.1 billion in 2014 from $1.6 billion next year, according to 
data from the Defense Department Comptroller’s office. 

The Pentagon announced Feb. 13 that its fiscal 2013 
budget postpones the purchase of 179 of the aircraft until after 
2017, saving $15.1 billion. Of that savings, $1.6 billion would 

come in fiscal 2013. The Pentagon didn't disclose its 
remaining annual savings projections. 

The postponed purchases mean some delayed revenue to 
Lockheed Martin of Bethesda, Maryland. The F-35 program is 
the leading defense contractors’s top military program, 
generating 42 percent of its Aeronautics unit’s $14.3 billion in 
2011 net sales, according to Securities and Exchange 
Commission filings. 
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The aircraft program will undergo additional scrutiny as 
the U.S. Government Accountability Office is scheduled to 
release a summary of its annual F-35 report by March 19. The 
House Armed Services Committee also has scheduled a March 
20 hearing on the F-35. 

The $1.6 billion in fiscal 2013 savings reflects the 
Pentagon’s decision to buy 29 F-35s rather than the 42 
planned last year. The fiscal 2014 plan maintains the annual 
purchase rate at 29 and drops 33 planes from the planned 2014 
purchase of 62 planes. 

The total 179-plane reduction results in savings of $3.1 
billion in 2014, $3.5 billion in 2015, $3.8 billion in 2016 and 
$3.1 billion in 2017, according to an unreleased Comptroller’s 
office chart that lays out annual savings for six major 
terminations and 13 restructured programs. 

The F-35 figures are useful to investors and analysts 
because they detail some of the five-year ramifications of the 

Pentagon’s budget plans, said Byron Callan, a defense markets 
analyst for Capital Alpha Partners LLC in Washington, D.C. 

Still, “there is no way to accurately assess how much goes 
to Lockheed and Pratt & Whitney,” based in East Hartford, 
Connecticut, “as some funds are used to support DoD 
personnel overseeing the program and assessing its 
performance,” Callan said. United Technologies Inc.’s Pratt 
unit make the aircraft’s F135 engine. 

“Lockheed shareholders had been assuming that there 
would be F-35 cuts prior to the budget release. The main 
question is whether the cuts were in line with these 
expectations, better, or worse,” he said. “Looking at 
Lockheed’s stock price, the market verdict is the cuts were in 
line,” he said. 

Lockheed Martin shares have risen 8.7 percent since Jan. 
26 when Bloomberg News first reported that 13 aircraft would 
be removed from the fiscal 2013 and 179 delayed beyond 
2017. 
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25. Lockheed Urges Action On U.S. Debt Before Election 
(REUTERS 14 MAR 12) ... Andrea Shalal-Esa 

WASHINGTON - Lockheed Martin Corp , the largest 
U.S. weapons maker, on Wednesday urged Congress to act 
quickly to avert an additional $500 billion in defense cuts that 
would begin in January, warning that uncertainty about the 
future was dampening investment and hiring across the 
industry. 

Lockheed Chief Executive Bob Stevens told the Senate 
Aerospace Caucus on Wednesday the very threat of the cuts -- 
which would double $487 billion in cuts already planned for 
the next decade -- was already having a chilling effect on 
industry. 

"It's inducing an incredible amount -- an unprecedented 
amount -- of uncertainty in industry," Stevens said, noting that 
the automatic cuts would slash $53 billion more from defense 
spending in the fiscal 2013 year, which begins Oct. 1, on top 
of $47 billion in cuts already planned. 

Stevens was joined at the lunch by Marion Blakey, 
president of the Aerospace Industries Association, which has 
launched a marketing campaign to raise awareness about the 
potential impact of the further cuts, also known as 
"sequestration,” on the aerospace industry, its workforce and 
the entire country. 

Blakey said last week that additional defense spending 
cuts would "wreak havoc" on the U.S. aerospace and defense 
industry, and could trigger a double-dip U.S. recession. On 
Wednesday she said industry was already suffering the effects. 

Defense Secretary Leon Panetta has repeatedly warned 
Congress that allowing further cuts in defense spending to take 
effect would be devastating for U.S. national security. He has 
urged lawmakers to find cuts elsewhere, including in Social 
Security, to avert the additional $500 billion in cuts over 10 
years scheduled to begin in January 2013. 

"We're not going to hire; we're not going to make 
speculative investments; we're not going to lean forward," 
Stevens told the luncheon at the Hart Senate office building, 
where a huge three-foot digital display ticked off the days, 
hours, minutes and seconds left until sequestration kicks in. 

He said aerospace and defense companies were cutting 
overhead, curtailing research spending and capital 

investments, consolidating facilities and laying off workers to 
implement cuts already proposed for next year. 

Hard To Predict Exact Impact Of "Bow Wave" 
"This is a serious matter that we should not wait to 

address until the lame duck session or January 2013," Stevens 
said in an impassioned speech to the group. 

Further cuts would result in plant closures, more job cuts 
and a ripple effect that could shut down many smaller 
suppliers. 

Companies were legally obligated to give workers 60 to 
90 days of notice before imposing layoffs, but they had no 
idea which sites would be affected, he said. 

"I can't remotely predict the consequence of a bow wave 
of $53 billion that's about to impact industry," Steven said 
using the nautical term to refer to the first phase of the cuts 
that would hit industry beginning in January 2013. 

Senators Patty Murray, a Washington Democrat, and 
Saxby Chambliss, a Georgia Republican, who co-chair the 
caucus, underscored their concerns about the impact of further 
budget cuts on the defense and aerospace industry. 

Tom Captain, head of aerospace and defense industry 
research at Deloitte, said the industry accounted for about 2.2 
percent of U.S. gross domestic product and supported more 
than 3.5 million direct and indirect jobs. 

Captain said he hoped that educating lawmakers and the 
public about the consequences of further defense spending 
cuts would help "cut through the fog" and encourage Congress 
to take other actions to cut the deficit. 

Obama's spending plan for the 2013 fiscal year includes a 
base defense budget of $525.4 billion, about $5.1 billion less 
than approved for 2012. It begins to implement the $487 
billion in cuts to projected spending required by an August 
deal between the White House and Congress, cutting more 
than 100,000 troops over five years and slowing or 
terminating many arms purchases. 

The budget does not include an additional $500 billion in 
cuts to defense spending over 10 years that will kick in from 
January 2013 after lawmakers failed to identify an extra $1.2 
trillion in federal spending reductions. 
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Stevens called sequestration "a terrible idea" and said 
lawmakers should look at cutting other spending, adjusting tax 
policies and tackling entitlement accounts instead of 

proceeding with defense cuts that he said would "break" his 
industry. 
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26. At Submarine Shipyard, Lots Of 'Excess Capacity' 
(NATIONAL DEFENSE 14 MAR 12) ... Eric Beidel 

NORTH KINGSTOWN, R.I. — There are empty spaces 
and unused workstations inside the bays here at General 
Dynamics Electric Boat, where many of the U.S. Navy's 
nuclear-powered submarines have been designed and built. 

The company built its Quonset Point facility to handle up 
to three ships per year. But the Navy has decided to delay the 
purchase of one Virginia-class attack submarine, straying from 
a schedule of building two per year. 

“There is excess capacity in every shop we have,” said 
Bruce Hart, site manager at the Quonset Point facility, located 
on a peninsula that was once home to a Navy air station. The 
area now is a business park managed by the Rhode Island 
Economic Development Corporation, which recently hosted 
reporters on a tour of maritime industry sites around the state. 

A portion of the Electric Boat land deal represented a $10 
million acquisition back in the 1970s. The company has more 
than paid that back to the state, joked John Riendeau, the 
economic development corporation’s director of defense and 
manufacturing business sector. He noted that Electric Boat’s 
payroll alone is more than $3 billion. 

But officials here in Rhode Island are pushing for that 
second submarine to be put back into the budget for 2014, 
knowing that the loss of just one ship would send ripples 
through the local economy. 

Electric Boat executives last week attended a submarine 
industrial base meeting in Washington, D.C. They said that the 
event attracted more members of Congress than ever before 
who seemed determined to get both ships back in the budget. 

The Rhode Island business community is confident that 
the submarine money will be put back in the budget. While 
officials at Electric Boat say they are not overconfident, there 
is even talk of adding another submarine to the Block III ships 
to make it an even 10 over the 2014 to 2018 timeframe. 

Navy leadership also recognizes the importance of putting 
the second submarine back into the budget, said Robert 
Hamilton, director of communications for Electric Boat. “It’s 
just a matter of where the money’s going to come from.” 

That’s what a lot of companies in Rhode Island are 
wondering too. 

The nation’s smallest state has a bustling defense industry 
made up of more than 100 companies that generate about $2 
billion in revenue. These include arms of large contractors 
such as Lockheed Martin and Raytheon, as well as smaller 
niche businesses such as Applied Science Associates, which 
was recently purchased by consulting giant RPS Group and 
now goes by the brand of RPS ASA. 

ASA develops software for a variety of clients, including 
the Defense Department and Department of Homeland 
Security. The company develops software and tactical 
decision aids for expeditionary, special and marine warfare — 
users of the products may be in a carrier group or forward 
deployed on a beach. 

ASA produces interactive maps that can tell commanders 
in time of a crisis which travel lanes are still open to their 

ships. Other software predicts the path of harmful material 
pouring into waterways, such as during an oil spill or when 
hazardous chemicals are released during collisions or fires. If 
someone falls overboard anywhere in the Coast Guard’s 
domain, ASA’s search and rescue system is used to help find 
that person. The goal of all of these software programs is to 
smooth out the process of collecting data, often times doing it 
automatically, so that users can spend more time analyzing the 
information. Company officials said that they are now 
working on making their applications 2-D and 3-D. 

ASA splits its business between the defense and 
commercial sectors. But that may change, said director of 
defense programs Matthew Ward. 

“We’ll probably shift back to more commercial with the 
budgets I’ve seen,” he said. 

The amount of defense dollars coming to Rhode Island is 
inextricably tied to the number of jobs here. A chart displaying 
the projected on-roll workforce at Electric Boat contains a 
significant dip in the 2014 timeframe that accounts for the loss 
of the second Virginia-class submarine that year. The 
workforce numbers drop by nearly 1,000 before stabilizing 
again in the following years when production ramps back up 
to two ships per year. 

Plans call for 30 Virginia-class submarines to be built 
through 2020. Electric Boat builds sections of the ships, as 
does Newport News Shipbuilding in Virginia. The companies 
alternate deliveries of the ships. So far, eight have been 
delivered to the Navy. 

Officials say that the budget and Navy’s plans are out of 
their hands, but they are doing what they can to build these 
submarines more efficiently. One ship used to require 14.7 
million workforce hours. That has been shaved to 10.5 million 
hours. 

A peek inside the bays on site here provides a glimpse of 
the company’s approach to building submarines. Much of the 
process is becoming automated. Pipes and light metal are 
housed in giant storage racks. Workers punch in what they 
need on computers and the pieces come down and across the 
floor to them on tracks. A laser labels the pieces and cuts 
them. 

All around, there are sections of submarines. On the 
ground, there are components being assembled little by little 
on wooden platforms. Up higher, hull fragments weighing 
hundreds of tons are supported by giant apparatuses. Workers 
piece together as much as they can before their sections go on 
the submarine. 

“We work on it as long as we can out here before adding 
it to the ship,” said Hart, standing in front of a series of cranes 
and metal rolling machines. “It just keeps getting bigger and 
bigger.” 

A lot of work is farmed out to suppliers. For Block III 
Virginia-class submarines, the company bought $5 billion 
worth of material from other entities. For instance, Electric 
Boat used to cut all of its own cable; now a vendor takes care 
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of that. But the company also has had to make investments to 
take care of some processes on its own. Officials searched for 
but never could find a vender to provide the appropriate kind 
of metal bonding technology needed for the submarines, so 
Electric Boat has embarked on a multi-million dollar effort to 
do it in-house. 

A focus on labor efficiencies has brought the cost of a 
submarine from $2.4 billion down to about $2 billion, said 

Vice President John Holmander, who manages the Virginia-
class program. 

But changes to the routine add dollars back into the 
equation, he said. 

The interruption in the two-per-year schedule for 
Virginia-class ships will increase the cost of that program by 
more than $600 million, Holmander said. 

The price tag for all 30 ships comes to about $90 billion. 
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27. Contracts Boost UAV Fee-For-Service Market 
(AVIATION WEEK 14 MAR 12) ... Graham Warwick 

Unmanned aircraft are maturing fast and, with Pentagon 
procurement slowing, more companies see a growing market 
in operating fleets of vehicles to provide intelligence, 
surveillance and reconnaissance services on behalf of 
customers. This is bringing new competitors into the market. 

The U.S. Navy has qualified AAI Corp., Boeing Insitu 
and CSC to bid competitively to provide sea- and land-based 
ISR services under a five-year, $874 million contract vehicle. 
AAI and Insitu both have experience in operating their 
unmanned aircraft systems in the field, but this is a new 
business for information technology services giant CSC. 

“We have not done ISR services before, but this is not a 
design and development contract, it’s operations—and CSC 
does billions of dollars of that. It’s a business model very 
familiar to us,” says Bob Frizzelle, vice president and general 
manager for ISR mission systems. 

Under the Navy’s new ISR contract, Insitu has won the 
first task order for sea-based services, with its ScanEagle 
unmanned aircraft system, says an industry source, while AAI 
will perform the initial two land-based services tasks, with its 
Aerosonde UAS. AAI has also won a contract potentially 
worth $600 million to provide ISR services, again with its 
Aerosonde, to U.S. Special Operations Command (SOCOM). 

CSC has qualified to provide land-based services to the 
Navy with the Arcturus UAV T-50, but has yet to win an ISR 
task order. “The aircraft are bought and paid for. Our people 
are trained. We’re not in the money, but we are in the hunt,” 
says Frizzelle. The company proposed the vertical-takeoff-
and-landing Saab Skeldar for the sea-based portion of the 
contract, but was excluded because the unmanned helicopter 
did not have the required mission duration. 

Both the Navy ISR services and SOCOM Medium-
Endurance UAS II programs will replace sea- and land-based 
surveillance services that have been provided by Boeing and 
Insitu using the ScanEagle UAS. Under services contracts, 

ScanEagles have accumulated more than 575,000 combat 
flight hours since 2004 operating from ships and land for the 
U.S. military and allies. 

“The market is going to fee for service, and is less about 
which vehicle you offer,” says Fred Strader, CEO of Textron 
Systems, of which AAI is an operating unit. “Fee for service 
arose during the Iraq and Afghanistan wars, and makes sense 
when technology is changing a lot,” he says. “For five years, 
the Navy will not be tied to any one company, until they buy 
systems down the road.” 

The ISR services program will bridge the gap until the 
U.S. Navy and Marine Corps’ own Insitu RQ-21A Small 
Tactical Unmanned Aircraft System (STUAS) is fielded 
beginning in 2013. In January, Insitu delivered two Integrator 
UAS to the Navy to provide an early operational capability for 
the STUAS program. The first system is being used for 
Marine Corps predeployment training at Twentynine Palms, 
Calif. The second was delivered to the Navy. 

Frizzelle says the Navy’s “level of service” requirements 
under the ISR services contract are similar to the quality-of-
service demands built into IT outsourcing contracts. “You 
prebid a fixed price for a level of service and if you miss it 
they decrement your fee.” The Navy set requirements in areas 
ranging from mission duration to the resolution of full-motion 
video from the UAS’s electro-optical and infrared sensors. 

CSC decided to enter the ISR services market after 
acquiring CenTauri Solutions in December 2010. Providing 
services was seen as an extension of the small company’s 
experience integrating ISR sensors on to the Scheibel S-100 
unmanned helicopter for the Joint Improvised Explosive 
Device Defeat Organization’s Yellow Jacket program. 
“Platforms are becoming a commodity,” says Frizzelle. “And 
once they are a commodity, companies like CSC can be 
competitive as service providers.” 
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28. 11 Ships To Be Decommissioned In Fiscal 2013 
(NAVY TIMES 14 MAR 12) ... Jacqueline Klimas 

Six frigates, four cruisers and an aircraft carrier are set to 
be decommissioned during fiscal 2013, according to a Navy 
message released Monday. 

NAVADMIN 087/12, released by Deputy Chief of Naval 
Operations Vice Adm. John Blake, includes deactivation dates 
and the fates of the ships. The six frigates will be sold to 
foreign militaries, while the four cruisers will be dismantled. 

Enterprise, the world’s first nuclear-powered aircraft 
carrier and the oldest active-duty warship in the fleet, will 

move to a shipyard March 15, 2013. There, it will await a date 
for decommissioning. 

Enterprise left on its final deployment Sunday. 
Fiscal 2013 Decommissioning Schedule 

 Oct. 31: frigate Crommelin. 

 Feb. 15: frigate Underwood. 

 Feb. 27: frigate Curts. 

 March 15: carrier Enterprise and frigate Carr. 
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 March 22: frigate Klakring. 

 March 31: cruisers Cowpens, Anzio, Vicksburg and 
Port Royal. 

 Aug. 30: frigate Reuben James. 
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29. Marines To Cut Four Battalions, 12 Air Squadrons 
(REUTERS 14 MAR 12) ... David Alexander 

WASHINGTON - The Marine Corps said on Wednesday 
it would cut four infantry battalions and 12 flying squadrons 
over the next five years as it shrinks by 20,000 personnel to 
meet budget constraints and peacetime needs after more than a 
decade of war. 

The biggest cuts would fall on Marine Corps bases in 
North Carolina, with Camp Lejeune and the adjacent New 
River air base losing 5,800 personnel and Cherry Point air 
base losing another 2,100. Three California Marine bases - 
Camp Pendleton, 29 Palms and Miramar - would lose a total 
of 6,000 personnel. 

Lieutenant General Richard Mills, head of the Combat 
Development Command, said the reductions would take place 
over five years "on a slope as opposed to a cliff" and would 
take place through "natural attrition," giving Marines a chance 
to serve out the terms of their contracts. 

"The impact on the individual Marine will mostly be 
through re-enlistments," Mills said. "We're obviously going to 
... need fewer Marines, so re-enlistments will tighten up. A 
Marine is ... really going to have to be professionally 
qualified, personally qualified and really be top performers to 
find a slot to stay in the career force." 

The cuts are part of the Pentagon's efforts to reduce 
projected spending by $487 billion over the next decade as 
called for in a budget agreement last autumn between 
Congress and President Barack Obama. 

The cuts begin to take effect in the budget for the 2013 
fiscal year that Defense Secretary Leon Panetta unveiled a 
month ago. The plan calls for $525.4 billion in base defense 
spending, about $5.1 billion less than approved for 2012. It 
also seeks $88.5 billion for the war in Afghanistan. 

Mills said the force reduction plan would cut the size of 
the Marine Corps to about 182,100 personnel from the current 
202,000 by the end of 2016, keeping it a "middle-weight force 
capable of being forward deployed, capable of expeditionary 
operations." 

The plan will reduce the number of infantry battalions to 
23 from 27 to take account of the smaller size of the force. 
Aircraft squadrons would be reduced to 58 from the current 
70. And three headquarters units also would be cut. 

The redesigned Marine Corps force structure would 
bolster capabilities in some areas as envisioned by a new U.S. 
military strategy unveiled by Panetta in early January. The 
strategy calls for a shift in emphasis to the Pacific as well as 
an increased emphasis on special operations forces. 

The Marine Corps plan would only cut 200 personnel in 
Hawaii. It did not elaborate on how bases in Japan would be 
affected. Mills said those details were still being worked out. 

Mills said the corps would add 250 personnel to improve 
its strength in cyberspace, put an additional 821 people in the 
Marine Corps Special Operations Command and add another 
squadron of unmanned aircraft to the Marine Corps Reserves, 
bringing the total to two. 

"It's a growth industry," Mills said of the demand for U.S. 
capabilities in cyberspace. "I think that anybody who follows 
what General (Keith) Alexander is doing up at Cyber Com 
(Cyber Command) realizes that it's expanding both in its 
capabilities and its requirement. And the Marine component of 
that is just following right along." 

The Pentagon created the new military command two 
years ago to build up the military's ability to attack enemy 
computer networks and develop defenses for critical U.S. 
computer infrastructure. 
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BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
30. USS Germantown Participates In Reunion Of Honor Ceremony 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 15 MAR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Johnie Hickmon, Commander, Amphibious 
Squadron 11 Public Affairs 

IWO TO, Japan -- Thirty two Sailors from the forward-
deployed amphibious dock landing ship USS Germantown 
(LSD 42), along with elements of the III Marine 
Expeditionary Force (III MEF) attended the Reunion of Honor 
ceremony on Iwo To, formerly known as Iwo Jima, March 14. 

The ceremony commemorated the 67th anniversary of the 
Battle of Iwo Jima. Almost 28,600 American Marines and 
Japanese soldiers lost their lives defending the 8-square mile 
island, which saw some of the fiercest fighting of World War 
II. On this day, veterans, their family members and dignitaries 
from both sides came together to honor the men who gave the 
ultimate sacrifice for their countries. 

Before the start of the ceremony, Sailors had the 
opportunity to walk around the beach the Marines stormed 

almost 70 years ago. They had the chance to view remnants 
that have stood the test of time, such as an old bunker and 
various ships that lined the shore. They also spoke with 
several veterans of that long ago battle and heard first hand 
about their experiences. 

During the ceremony, various speakers discussed the war 
and how both nations have become close allies over the years. 
The speakers also pointed out how each side remembers the 
brave men who sacrificed their lives for their respective 
countries. 

"The battle of Iwo Jima was a fierce battle, rarely seen in 
the history of war," said Yasunori Nishi, president of the 
Japanese Iwo Jima Association. "Here, I would like to pray for 
the repose of the souls of the heroes of Japan and the United 
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States and to offer consolation to their families, whose deep 
sorrow will never disappear." 

Ichiro Aisawa, a member of the House of Representatives 
of Japan and president of the Parliamentary League for Iwo 
Jima, said since that time, both nations have enjoyed a 
successful relationship with each other. 

"The world today is faced with new threats," he said. 
"Japan and the U.S. are now working hand in hand to achieve 
international peace and stability. I believe such cooperation 
consoles the souls of soldiers from both countries who fought 
and died on this island. We should never forget that the peace 
and prosperity we enjoy today is built on the sacrifice of these 
soldiers." 

Kurt Tong, the Deputy Chief of Mission at the U.S. 
Embassy, Tokyo, thanked the surviving warriors of Iwo Jima 
for the sacrifices they made for their country, reminding 
everyone of the purpose of the ceremony. 

"We gather here today to pay our respects to the young 
American and Japanese who made the ultimate sacrifice for 
their countries, on this very ground on which we stand, exactly 
67 years ago," he said. "We are proud to also honor the 
veterans of this battle who are here with us today, as well as 
veterans' family members, and all who have born the burden 
of the memories of this battle over the years that have passed, 
and those who have felt the memories and echoes of the 

sacrifices of war. To you all, we owe a great debt for our 
ability to stand here together today." 

After the ceremony, Sailors and Marines once again 
mingled with the veterans and listened to them reminisce 
about their experiences on the island. For those in attendance, 
the experience of visiting the island and talking with the 
veterans who personally witnessed and participated in the 
battle was a humbling event. 

"I think this ceremony was really wonderful," said 
Information Technician 3rd Class Valerie Hadley. "It was 
humbling to be here where so many people died defending 
their respective countries." 

Hadley said she especially enjoyed talking to the veterans 
and getting a real understanding of what they experienced 
during the battle. 

"There was one veteran who told me a story about how he 
went into one of the caves and found maps with all the 
enemy's positions," she said. "It was amazing how many 
things were still fresh in his mind after so many years. I'm 
very glad I had the chance to experience this today." 

Germantown, commanded by Cmdr. Carol McKenzie, 
was commissioned Feb. 8, 1986, and is capable of carrying 
more than 721 Sailors and Marines. Germantown recently 
completed CG12, along with USS Tortuga (LSD 46), and 
reports to Commander, Amphibious Force Seventh Fleet, Rear 
Adm. J. Scott Jones, who is headquartered in Okinawa, Japan. 

Return to Index 
 

31. NMPDC Recognized By Special Olympics 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 14 MAR 12) ... Cynthia Hilsinger, Navy Medicine Professional Development Center Public Affairs 

BETHESDA, Md. -- Navy Medicine Professional 
Development Center (NMPDC) headquartered at Naval 
Support Activity (NSA) Bethesda received the Special 
Olympics Special Friend Award March 13. 

Olivia Hunter, program manager for the Naval District 
Washington Community Service Program, presented the 
award to Capt. Lee Cornforth, NMPDC commanding officer; 
Hospital Corpsmen 1st Class Arnel Galapir, an NMPDC 
maxillofacial prosthetic technician, and Elizabeth Patterson, 
NMPDC endodontic leading petty officer, during an all hands 
ceremony held at Memorial Auditorium at NSA Bethesda. 

"It's quite an honor to stand up here and hear about all the 
services our members commit to the community," said 
Cornforth. "I could not be more proud of the NMPDC team. 
Their work in the local community is making a difference." 

The Special Olympics Special Friend Award recognized 
the time and encouragement NMPDC volunteers gave during 
the Special Olympics bowling tournament held Feb. 24 at a 
Hyattsville, Md., bowling alley. The Sailors were dressed in 

uniform while they escorted and coached 132 children from 
nine local elementary schools. 

"The children were excited to see the uniforms," said 
Banias, the NMPDC command community coordinator who 
helped to organize the event. "We tried to motivate them to do 
better and give them the can-do-it spirit." 

Sailors kept track of the children's scores, kept them safe 
during the competition, and kept the schedule of the 
tournament. 

"It's so important to have the active duty member there," 
said Hunter. "It brings a lot of energy. You haven't seen 
anything until you see a Special Olympics victory dance." 

Navy Medicine Professional Development Center is part 
of the Navy Medicine team, a global healthcare network of 
63,000 Navy medical personnel around the world who provide 
high-quality health care to more than one million eligible 
beneficiaries. Navy Medicine personnel deploy with Sailors 
and Marines worldwide, providing critical mission support 
aboard ship, in the air, under the sea and on the battlefield. 
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32. McFaul Sailors Volunteer At Italian Orphanage 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 14 MAR 12) ... USS McFaul Public Affairs 

GAETA, Italy -- Sailors from guided-missile destroyer 
USS McFaul (DDG 74) volunteered at the Centro Laila 
Orphanage in Mondragone, Italy, during a port visit to Gaeta, 
Italy, March 12. 

Sailors spent the day volunteering their time throughout 
the orphanage where they worked in the gardens, cleaned 
bathrooms and scrubbed floors, and organized donated clothes 
and supplies to help improve conditions at the orphanage. 

"It was a very rewarding experience to help others. I felt 
like I made a difference in the lives of children," said Sonar 
Technician 3rd Class Alexander Vasquez. 

Centro Laila has provided shelter, care, and education to 
hundreds of immigrant children for 25 years. This family-run 
orphanage started as a home to children from Nigeria and 
Ghana, but quickly grew into a home for both children and 
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adults from all over Sub-Saharan Africa, Eastern Europe and 
very recently, Libya. 

Speaking to volunteers, Giselle Luciana, a facilitator at 
the orphanage, expressed her gratitude: "Our center is 
operated solely on help from volunteers, so more help blesses 
us all. Thank you so much." 

Sailors also played soccer and other games with the 
children. Before they left, the team of volunteers from McFaul 
were given hugs and a few tears of appreciation. 

"I really felt that we left a great lifelong impression on the 
hearts of the children at the orphanage," said Yeoman Seaman 
Andryana Watkins. "I know my heart was touched." 

McFaul, homeported in Norfolk, Va. is currently 
conducting theater security cooperation and maritime security 
operations in the 6th Fleet area of operation. 
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33. 'Monumental' SD Bay Cleanup Plan Approved 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 14 MAR 12) ... Mike Lee 

The San Diego Regional Water Quality Control Board on 
Wednesday ordered a historic cleanup project in San Diego 
Bay, capping more than two decades of work and launching 
what promises to be the largest effort of its kind in the region. 

Removal of tainted muck at the “shipyard site” could start 
as soon as September, depending on whether the companies 
and agencies on the hook for the cleanup appeal to the State 
Water Resources Control Board. It wasn’t clear Wednesday 
whether that would happen, though two parties repeated their 
resistance to being grouped among those deemed primarily 
responsible for the mess. 

Despite objections, the board’s governing panel voted 6-0 
to mandate collecting between 143,000 and 165,000 cubic 
yards of waste to protect marine life and people from 
chemicals and heavy metals lodged in the bay bottom. Lead, 
arsenic and PCBs are among the toxic materials of concern 
because they are linked to cancer or problems such as altering 
brain development and disrupting hormones. 

“It is going to be a monumental event in the bay’s health,” 
said board chairman Grant Destache. “We all know what it 
means to be a first-class city, and I think we need a bay that 
shows that off.” 

The shipyard sediment dredging project is bigger than all 
the other similar initiatives in bay history combined and 
includes the most stringent standards the regional board has 
used to address tainted sediment. The cost is estimated at $70 
million, which is expected to be split among the parties under 
the terms of an ongoing lawsuit in federal court. 

In 2005, the regional board issued a tentative cleanup 
order that called for addressing about 885,000 cubic yards of 
contaminated sediment. The plan was scaled back during years 
of debate so that by Wednesday’s hearing there appeared to be 
substantial agreement about its scope. 

“This is something that does probably adequately balance 
the concerns for the environment and the concern for jobs in 
San Diego,” said Matt Luxton, vice president and general 
counsel for the giant shipbuilder General Dynamics NASSCO, 

one of seven parties named as responsible in the cleanup 
order. “Our view on the science obviously is a little bit 
different — we wish the order would have come out 
differently — but at the end of the day this was an agreement 
by everybody that we could all live with.” 

The other responsible parties named by the regional board 
are Campbell Industries, BAE Systems San Diego Ship 
Repair, the Navy, San Diego city, San Diego Gas & Electric, 
and the San Diego Unified Port District. 

The shipyard site covers about 143 acres on the eastern 
edge of San Diego Bay just south of the San Diego-Coronado 
Bridge. A combination of dredging sediment and covering it 
with sand are planned for about 20 acres. Pollutants were 
deposited over decades by several sources, including 
construction along the shoreline and polluted stormwater, 
according to the regional board. 

Environmentalists, scientists and community activists say 
the contaminants are harming the marine ecosystem and 
endangering the health of people who eat fish and shellfish 
from the bay. The biggest problems are leftovers from the era 
before the Clean Water Act and other laws strictly controlled 
what companies and agencies could discharge to the bay. 

Luxton said the planned work will enhance a bay that’s 
made big strides to recover from pollution in recent decades. 
“This will absolutely increase the progress,” he said. “You are 
removing pollution. There has got to be some appreciable 
benefit.” 

Lawyers for the port and SDG&E said their clients were 
improperly named in the cleanup order. That didn’t sway the 
board, which took four days of testimony about the case in 
November and deliberated in closed session for more than 
hour Wednesday before announcing its decision. 

“I am a little bit appalled that it has taken so long and I 
want to apologize to everyone,” said board member Eric 
Anderson. “We should have made it happen sooner… I am 
glad that we are finally to this point.” 
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34. U.S. Pushes For 1,500 Marines Considered For Relocation To Stay In Okinawa 
(KYODO NEWS 14 MAR 12) 

The United States government is pushing for around 
1,500 Marines in Okinawa to stay there following the 
Japanese government's refusal of a plan to move them to 
Iwakuni, Yamaguchi Prefecture, it was learned on March 13. 

Although both governments originally put the number of 
U.S. Marines remaining in Okinawa after realignment of 

troops at around 10,000, the possibility of a higher number has 
now emerged. 

Defense and foreign affairs officials from the Japanese 
and U.S. governments were meeting in Washington from 
March 12 for a planned two days to discuss the realignment of 
U.S. troops. Both governments agreed in February on 
revisions to the realignment roadmap to move around 4,700 
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Marines from Okinawa to Guam, and to rotate around 3,300 
out to the Philippines and Australia. 

Afterwards, the U.S. proposed that of those 3,300, around 
1,500 members of a command group in charge of helicopter 
squads at the Marine Corps Air Station Futenma be moved to 
Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni instead. However, the 
Japanese government turned down the idea, saying that it 
would be difficult to relocate U.S. soldiers to locations within 
Japan, so the U.S. is now pushing for the command group to 
be kept in Okinawa. The Japanese government, however, is 
pushing for the group to be relocated to Guam as was agreed 
to in the roadmap. 

Okinawa Court Bans Protest Near U.S. Helipad 
Construction Site 

(KYODO NEWS 15 MAR 12) 
NAHA -- The Naha District Court ordered a resident in 

Okinawa Prefecture on Wednesday to halt sit-ins and other 
protest activities aimed at blocking the construction of a U.S. 
military helipad, in a lawsuit the government filed against two 
protesters. 

But the court, presided over by Judge Ryosuke Sakai, 
dismissed the claim that the other protester had obstructed the 

construction of the facility in the U.S. military's Northern 
Training Area that straddles the villages of Kunigami and 
Higashi in northern Okinawa Island. 

The government had said the protestors were obstructing 
traffic in connection with the helipad construction and the 
campaign exceeded legitimate levels of expression. The 
protesters argued their constitutionally-guaranteed freedom of 
expression had been infringed. 

Construction of the helipad started in 2007, and the state 
sought a provisional injunction in 2008 to ban 15 residents 
from obstructing the traffic, leading the court to ban sit-ins and 
other activities by the two protesters in December 2009. But 
the two objected to the decision, prompting the state to file the 
lawsuit in January 2010. 

In 1996, the Japanese and U.S. governments agreed on the 
return of about half the land used for the training area in 
exchange for the relocation of the helipads. But the 
construction of the facility has not made progress due to 
opposition from residents fearing helicopter accidents and 
environmental destruction. 
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35. Indonesia Says 'No Problem' With U.S. Marines Plan 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 15 MAR 12) 

Indonesia said Thursday it had no problem with U.S. 
plans to station Marines in northern Australia as Canberra 
flagged the possibility of four-nation military drills with 
China. 

The plan to bring some 2,500 Marines to remote Darwin 
by 2016-17 initially raised some "questions" when it was 
unveiled by U.S. President Barack Obama in Australia last 
November, Indonesian Foreign Minister Marty Natalegawa 
said. 

But "those questions have been provided answers" and it 
was now recognised as a valuable opportunity to boost 
humanitarian and disaster response, Natelegawa said 
following bilateral defence and diplomacy talks in Canberra. 

"I think there is a general wish on the part of both 
countries to ensure that our region, namely the Asia-Pacific, 
continues to remain benign and peaceful and stable and that 
we not revert to any conditions that would jeopardise that 
already very positive kind of outlook," he told reporters. 

The move to station Marines in Australia has been seen 
by some as a clear statement by Washington that it intends to 
stand up for its interests in the region amid concern about 
China's growing assertiveness. 

Natelegawa said that Indonesia believed peace and 
stability in the region "would be best served if there was to be 

a dynamic equilibrium where there is an absence of 
preponderant power". 

"(And) by the promotion of ideas of common security, 
common prosperity, security within rather than security 
against." 

Indonesian Defence Minister Purnomo Yusgiantoro said 
Jakarta did not "have a problem at all" with the plan and had 
discussed humanitarian and disaster relief drills with 
Australian counterparts Stephen Smith and Bob Carr 
Thursday. 

"I don't think there would be a problem in respect of the 
government to government (relations)," Yusgiantoro said. 

Smith added that they had also spoken, "in passing", 
about possible four-way military drills between Australia, the 
United States, Indonesia and countries "including and in 
particular China." 

"We don't discount that down the track," Smith said of 
bringing China in. 

Carr, sworn in as Australia's new foreign minister this 
week, denied they had discussed containing China, instead 
emphasising the success of regional diplomacy on sensitive 
issues such as the South China Sea. 
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NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
36. Panetta Visit Is Met By A Scare 
Afghan Man Who Crashed Truck Near Panetta Plane Dies From Burns 
(WASHINGTON POST 15 MAR 12) ... Greg Jaffe 

KABUL — The Afghan man involved in the Wednesday 
attack that occurred during Defense Secretary Leon Panetta’s 
visit to Camp Bastion in southern Afghanistan died from 

burns, said Lt. Gen. Curtis M. Scaparrotti, the number two 
American commander in Afghanistan. 
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The Afghan, an interpreter at the base, tried to run over a 
group of U.S. Marines who had assembled on the runway 
ramp to meet the secretary’s plane. He was driving a stolen 
pickup truck. He then crashed the vehicle and appeared to set 
himself on fire, Scaparrotti said. 

The attack occurred around the time Panetta’s plane 
landed. There were no explosives involved, but the Afghan 
may have been trying to set the car on fire with fuel that he 
was carrying with him. 

The Afghan passed away while being treated for his 
wounds. “His burns were extensive,” Scaparrotti said. 

“We don’t know his intent... or what motivated him,” 
Scaparrotti said. 

He said the man, who was not armed, had “tried to hit the 
[U.S. Marines] on the ramp,” but missed them and crashed his 
vehicle. He struck and wounded a British soldier while 
stealing the pickup truck. 

“I personally don’t believe it had anything to do with the 
secretary’s arrival,” the U.S. general said. 

Wednesday’s attempt appears to be the latest in a string of 
attacks aimed at U.S. forces while they were inside secure 
NATO bases or Afghan government facilities in recent weeks. 
Six U.S. soldiers were killed in multiple incidents by Afghan 
soldiers or police following the inadvertent burning of several 
copies of the Koran by U.S. troops in February. 

The incident occurred about the time of Panetta’s 11 a.m. 
arrival at Camp Bastion but was not disclosed by Pentagon 
officials until about 10 hours later, after some details of it had 
leaked to the British news media. 

Panetta’s visit came three days after a U.S. soldier 
allegedly killed16 Afghan villagers in Kandahar province — a 
massacre that has provoked widespread outrage across 
Afghanistan. 

The unidentified Army staff sergeant involved in 
Sunday’s killings was moved out of Afghanistan to Kuwait, 
Scaparrotti said. Some Afghan officials had demanded the 
staff sergeant be tried in Afghanistan. 

“We informed the [Afghan] government that we were 
going to move the individual,” Scaparrotti said. “Their 
response was that they understood that.” 

The soldier’s unit is from Joint Base Lewis-McChord, 
near Tacoma, Wash., and it is likely that he will face 
prosecution there if he is charged. A decision on whether to 
convene a court-martial would be made by an Army general in 
the soldier’s chain of command. 

Amid continuing furor over the slayings, U.S. officials 
showed a base surveillance video of the staff sergeant 
surrendering to Afghan security guards upon his return to his 
combat outpost. The video, recorded from a spy balloon 
floating over the outpost, was released as part of an effort to 
knock down rumors that other U.S. troops might have been 
involved. 

Panetta, making his third trip to Afghanistan, pledged 
during his visit that a recent string of setbacks would not force 
the United States to alter its strategy here. 

Maj. Gen. Mark Gurganus, the senior Marine commander 
in southern Afghanistan, virtually ruled out further restrictions 
on night raids, which have drawn repeated criticism from 
Afghan President Hamid Karzai and have been a major 
stumbling block in talks on the framework of a long-term 
security relationship. 

“I don’t know how much more accommodating we can be 
with what is a critical element of a counterinsurgency fight,” 
Gurganus said. All the night raids are being conducted by joint 
teams of U.S. and Afghan forces, he said. 

Speaking to U.S. and Afghan troops at Camp 
Leatherneck, Panetta sought to tamp down worries about the 
course of the U.S. war effort after Sunday’s killings in 
Kandahar province, as well as the nationwide riots that 
followed an inadvertent burning of Korans last month by U.S. 
troops at a base north of Kabul. 

“We have been tested time and time again over a decade 
of war,” Panetta told the U.S. and Afghan troops who gathered 
in a stuffy tent. “That is the nature of war... Each of these 
incidents is deeply troubling, and we have to learn lessons 
from each of these incidents.” 

In a departure from past practice, about 200 Marines at 
Camp Leatherneck were told to set their rifles outside before 
hearing Panetta speak. Gurganus said he ordered the move out 
of respect for the two dozen Afghan soldiers who attended the 
meeting without weapons. “This is not a big deal,” he said. 

In Washington, President Obama insisted that “our forces 
are making very real progress” in Afghanistan, and he 
reaffirmed a transition plan under which U.S. and NATO 
troops would withdraw by the end of 2014. 

Addressing a joint news conference with visiting British 
Prime Minister David Cameron at the White House, Obama 
said, “We’re going to complete this mission, and we’re going 
to do it responsibly.” 
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37. Senate Wants To Tighten FOIA Exemptions 
(FEDERAL NEWS RADIO 15 MAR 12) ... Jared Serbu 

Congress is considering a number of bills that would give 
agencies more power to withhold certain information under 
the Freedom of Information Act. During Open Government 
Week, Congress is zeroing in on one in particular: A proposed 
FOIA exemption for critical infrastructure threats in the 
Lieberman-Collins cybersecurity bill. 

Open government advocates and some members of 
Congress are wary of giving agencies additional avenues to 
skirt FOIA requests — something they say many agencies 
already do too often. 

"I worry that since Sept. 11, there's been a broad overuse 
of the secrecy stamp," said Sen. Patrick Leahy (D-Vt.), 

chairman of the Judiciary Committee. "It's too easy to say 'this 
is secret.' Sometimes 'secret' is another way of saying we 
screwed something up." 

Leahy's committee held a hearing Tuesday to focus on 
one potential upcoming FOIA exemption. Under the proposed 
Lieberman-Collins cybersecurity bill, information that private 
sector entities supply to the government about threats to 
critical infrastructure would be shielded from release under the 
Freedom of Information Act, even when that information is 
held by a government agency. The provision is designed to 
promote information sharing between government and critical 
infrastructure operators. 
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But government sunshine advocates warn Congress needs 
to be careful not to turn those information sharing incentives 
into giant FOIA loopholes. 

"The worst thing would be a sweeping exemption that's 
too broad, too loosely defined, where an agency can make it 
mean whatever it wants to," said Kenneth Bunting, the 
director of the National Freedom of Information Coalition. 
"The key thing as you address these very real issues is to write 
a definition that's narrow enough that it makes sure the public 
interest in disclosure is considered, and that you review it 
periodically going forward." 

Real Concerns About Possible Loopholes 
Other witnesses testified that agency abuses of FOIA 

loopholes aren't just a theoretical matter. 
Jerry Ensminger, a retired Marine Corps master sergeant, 

said he believes his then-6-year-old daughter contracted 
leukemia from groundwater contaminated with carcinogens 
while his family was living on Camp Lejuene, N.C., in 1983. 

Janey Ensminger died 2-1/2 years later. Her father 
wouldn't hear reports about the contaminated water until 1997. 

"That was the beginning of my journey in search of 
answers," he said in emotional testimony before the 
committee. "Little did I realize how difficult it would be to get 
the truth from an organization which supposedly prides itself 
on honor and integrity." 

Now, Ensminger said, the Navy Department is trying to 
withhold data about the groundwater contamination by 
classifying it as "critical infrastructure information," which is 
exempt from FOIA. 

But the exercise of that FOIA exemption may get harder 
for DoD, at least if a newly enacted law is implemented as 
intended. The amendment to this year's Defense authorization 
bill, offered by Leahy, tightens the definition of critical 
infrastructure information and requires DoD to use a balancing 
test to decide whether it's permitted to deny a FOIA request. 

"It requires government officials to affirmatively 
determine that withholding critical infrastructure information 
from the public outweighs other interests, such as ensuring 
that we have information on health and safety," Leahy said. 
"Truly sensitive things can be withheld. But not as a knee-jerk 
reaction." 

But backers of FOIA protections for cybersecurity 
information say lawmakers need to consider one important 
fact: Cyber threats are fundamentally different from 
contaminated groundwater. 

"The cyber threat is real, and likely quite enduring," said 
Paul Rosenzweig, a George Washington University law 
professor who also advises private sector infrastructure 
operators on cybersecurity law. "Virtually everyone who has 
examined the issue in the private sector has concluded that the 
cheapest way to get a running start against that threat is 
through enhanced information sharing of cyber threat and 

vulnerability information, both between and amongst the 
private sector itself, and to the government." 

Protecting Confidential Data 
Rosenzweig said that threat information is something the 

government needs, and it's not something private companies 
are going to hand over if they know their confidential data is 
going to be subject to release under FOIA. 

He said making the information available to the public 
runs counter to the whole purpose of the Freedom of 
Information Act. 

"The purpose behind FOIA is the transparency of 
government functions," he said. "It's about getting information 
from the government about the government and its functions. 
Here, the exemption contemplated is in relation to a sharing of 
information that wouldn't otherwise come into the 
government's possession in the first place. If we seek the 
voluntary sharing of information in order to foster the creation 
of a clear and manifest public good, then the voluntary 
agreement of private sector actors to provide that information 
will be contingent on the government's agreement not to 
subject them to adverse consequences." 

The adverse consequences include publishing the cyber 
threats those infrastructure operators do and don't know about, 
and potentially exposing confidential business information to 
competitors. 

Meanwhile, the Obama administration is asking Congress 
to expand — or depending one's perspective, restore — some 
of the exemptions to FOIA. That follows a Supreme Court 
decision last year in Milner v. Department of the Navy, which 
severely restricted the government's ability to deny FOIA 
requests under "exemption 2" of the act. 

"There's a wide range of sensitive material whose 
disclosure could cause harm, whose disclosure had previously 
had been protected, and which is now at risk," said Melanie 
Pustay, the Justice Department's director of information 
policy. 

She said it's a problem Congress needs to fix by restoring 
agencies' ability to withhold that information. Nonetheless 
though, she said President Obama's default position still is to 
release information unless there's a compelling reason not to, 
and to maintain a presumption of openness. 

Sen. Chuck Grassley (R-Iowa), the ranking member on 
the Judiciary Committee, has his doubts about how that's 
worked out. 

"He's put in place some statements and policies for more 
transparency and more openness," Grassley said. "I find it 
difficult to measure that against what's actually materialized. I 
think he meant it, but it seems like the people below him aren't 
carrying out his policies. … It's very, very difficult to get 
information, not just under FOIA, but for members of 
Congress. It's just a culture in the executive branch that's 
difficult to overcome." 

Listen To Audio (RT: 7:08) 
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OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
38. Pentagon Struggles To Cut Health-Care Costs 
(WASHINGTON POST 15 MAR 12) ... Walter Pincus 

Rapid growth problems face the $53 billion Defense 
Health Program, which covers 9.7 million active and retired 

service members, their families, and eligible surviving family 
members of deceased active and retired service personnel. 
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The 3,050 employees at the headquarters of the Military 
Health System are preparing to move this summer into a three-
building complex in Falls Church that will contain the offices 
of the assistant defense secretary for health affairs, the Tricare 
Management Activity, the Army and Air Force surgeons 
general, and the Navy Bureau of Medicine. 

The Pentagon health program’s budget issues are well 
known, the overall costs having more than doubled in the past 
10 years and expected to continue to shoot up unless tough 
changes are made. The health-care headquarters staff has 
already been cut by 440 employees from 2011, and aligning its 
reimbursement rates for outpatient services with Medicare 
rates will save $900 million annually. 

Less publicized is the more than 10-year history of efforts 
to revamp the military health-care bureacracy. The 2012 
annual report by the Government Accountability Office on 
duplication, released last month, cited its 2005 study that 
called the Pentagon health-care system an area where 
“combining, realigning, or otherwise changing selected 
support functions” could achieve improved delivery of 
services — and save money. 

One alternative the 2005 study suggested was to create “a 
unified medical command similar to [the Defense 
Department’s] unified transportation command.” Another was 
to set up two commands, one for operational medicine for the 
active services with the ability to be battlefield-deployed. The 
other, to handle “beneficiary care” for service personnel, 
families and retirees through military hospitals and contracted 
health providers. 

“Inability to obtain a consensus among the services” — 
i.e., Army, Navy and Air Force leadership could not agree — 
was cited for why no basic change occurred. Instead, a 
smaller, seven-step program to end obvious overlaps was 
approved in late 2006. But the new GAO report notes only 
“varying levels of progress in implementing four of the seven 
incremental steps.” 

Last June, because of program growth, top Pentagon 
officials established an internal task force to review the 
Military Health System governance. The interagency group 
proposed the creation of a Defense Health Agency that would 
subsume Tricare Management Activity and deal with 
pharmacy programs, medical education training, research and 
development, and other common activities. Its director would 
be a three-star general or flag officer and operate under the 
assistant secretary of defense for health affairs. The military 
services would retain their surgeons general and their separate 
treatment facilities as well as their own medical personnel, 
readiness programs and health-care delivery. It is estimated 
that this proposal would lead to a reduction of 330 full-time 
employees and a savings of roughly $46.5 million a year. 

The task force report cited the main flaw: Authority, 
direction and control of health services would remain divided 
and “add complexity to the coordination of deployments 
between [military] services and DHA.” 

The reason the report gave for not creating a unified 
medical command or putting it under one service was that it 

“would require a massive reorganization that could ... create 
unintended and unexpected cosequences” while combat is 
ongoing. It was noted that “the largest cost elements in 
healthcare are in the direct and civilian healthcare systems.” 

Even this decision isn’t final. Under current legislation, 
the GAO must approve the proposal and so must Congress. 
Any implementation of this approach, if approved, probably 
would be delayed until mid-2013 or later. 

Meanwhile, Congress is still threatening the Pentagon’s 
plan to cut its health-care spending by $12.9 billion over the 
next 10 years. Noting that most savings will come from 
retirees’ increased Tricare fees, Rep. Norm Dicks (D-Wash.) 
asked, “Are these estimated savings realistic?” at a March 8 
hearing of the House Appropriations defense subcommittee. 
Opposition to the increases is being heard, but the proposed 
level is far below what other federal employees pay. 

Defense Comptroller Robert Hale’s report on proposed 
decreases in the 2013 health budget from the fiscal 2012 
appropriation includes $603.6 million taken to eliminate “one-
time congressional adds” — funds for the Congresssionally 
Directed Medical Research Program, added each year by 
Congress for specified research. 

At the March 8 hearing, Rep. Ander Crenshaw (R-Fla.) 
referred to his daughter’s 12-year struggle with an 
inflammatory stomach disease, which he said affects one out 
of every 200 people. He said some of the money appropriated 
in the congressionally directed program had been used for 
research into that disease. 

Assistant Defense Secretary Jonathan Woodson, without 
referring to year-after-year department efforts to cancel the 
congressional add-on, said the program added “value to 
military medicine.” He said he would check on what was 
being done about this stomach disease. 

Rep. Maurice D. Hinchey (D-N.Y.) asked about a therapy 
to treat autism, which he said affects 20,000 military children, 
and why this particular therapy was not available under 
Tricare and only partially available to active-duty personnel. 
What was being done so “all military children get the doctor-
prescribed amount of therapy for autism?” he asked. 

Woodson said it was “not considered a medical treatment 
but an educational intervention for management of autism.” 
He said about $36,000 a year is available for individual active-
duty personnel with dependents with autism. For retirees, he 
said, aid was limited by statute. 

Rep. James P. Moran (D-Va.) asked what was being done 
about smoking in the services, where it is “twice as prevalent” 
as outside the military.” He added that it would lead to more 
veterans with “tobacco-related illness, which is going to have 
to be paid for by Tricare.” Woodson said he was moving 
“from what we call health care to health” and that “one of the 
targeted areas for this year is smoking cessation.” 

Neither Republicans nor Democrats seem to object to this 
form of government-directed and -controlled health care for 
the military. They appear to want it expanded. What’s the 
difference for those legislators who see President Obama’s 
affordable health-care act as too much government control? 
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39. Out Of Balance: Obama Cut Weapons Too Much, Personnel Not Enough 
(AOL DEFENSE 14 MAR 12) ... Marion Blakey 

The Obama administration has assured the American 
public that any cuts to defense spending would be part of a 
reasonably balanced package of reductions, would help reduce 
record budget deficits, and will be "reversible" if future 
contingencies require it. 

Now that the Pentagon has released the president's fiscal 
year 2013 defense budget, the question is how well did it 
achieve those three goals? Despite the best efforts of the 
defense leadership to make sensible strategic trade-offs with 
significantly less resources, the final result does not match the 
rhetoric and the promises. It is a package of cuts that will fall 
disproportionately on funding for new weapons and 
equipment, will ultimately prove more costly to the American 
taxpayer over time, and will create gaps in the defense 
manufacturing base that cannot be readily filled in the future, 
much less reversed. 

First, with respect to balance. Spending on procurement 
of new weapons and equipment represent less than one-fifth of 
the total defense budget, but represented some 40 percent of 
the cuts for next year's budget. Over the 2013-2017 Future 
Years Defense Plan (FYDP) the modernization accounts – 
procurement, research and development – are projected to 
decrease by more than $110 billion, more than any other 
budget appropriations category. 

Procurement was made the "bill payer" despite urgent 
need to replace or upgrade the U.S. military's aging and 
shrinking inventory of combat vehicles, tactical aircraft, 
warships and submarines. Moreover, it is important to 
remember that, unlike the rest of the defense budget, the 
military's procurement and R&D accounts have already been 
under downward pressure for nearly three years – beginning 
with the cancellation of several major modernization programs 
under Secretary Gates in the fiscal 2010 budget. 

By comparison, personnel costs – pay, health care, and 
other benefits – also consume a similar share of the defense 
budget but made up less than one-tenth of the projected 
reductions. Everyone wants to see our troops and their 
families fairly compensated and well cared for. But this was 
hardly a balanced, much less a bold approach by the 
administration to dealing with a part of the defense budget that 
most experts agree is growing at an unsustainable rate. 

Furthermore, it is a misnomer to refer to most of these 
procurement cuts as "savings." In reality, this spending is 
simply being deferred. Even as the procurement of several 
major systems is being pushed outside the FYDP, the 
Pentagon continues to insist publicly that the planned total buy 
of these systems is staying the same. For example, the United 
States still needs and intends to buy more than 2,400 F-35 
Joint Strike Fighters over the life of the program. Therefore, 
the $15 billion taken out of the FYDP to purchase JSF has not 
been reduced, much less saved. The same is true for a number 
of other key modernization efforts where funding was delayed 
– the Littoral Combat Ship, new attack and ballistic missile 
submarines, Army helicopters, combat vehicles, and much 
more. 

The problem with this approach is that even if the rate of 
production goes down, the overhead costs for the 
manufacturer – for maintaining factories, labs and trained 

personnel – remain relatively constant. Consequently, the unit 
costs of these deferred programs will invariably go up, in 
some cases substantially. That is not a notional prediction. It 
reflects the history of virtually every major military weapons 
program and the simple laws of economics. 

If procurement is deferred and prices invariably rise, we 
can expect the press, Pentagon acquisition officials, and the 
Congress to be scandalized at these mounting unit costs and 
pressure will build to terminate these programs before rates of 
production have been achieved that could make them 
economically viable over time – as has happened with the B-2 
bomber, the F-22 fighter, the DDG-1000 next generation 
destroyer and many other programs, 

In the end, the military services will receive far fewer new 
systems than the platforms they were designed to replace and, 
in many cases, significantly fewer than what the Armed 
Forces need to accomplish their assigned missions in defense 
of America's core national security interests. For example, the 
Navy has effectively given up on its long-stated goal of 
reaching a fleet size of 313 ships, as the number of new 
vessels being funded in this FYDP will fall from 57 to 41. In 
fact, most of the deferred "savings" came from the air 
superiority, sea-power, regional missile defense and space 
capabilities most relevant to the missions and regions rated as 
the highest priority in DoD's own strategy document last 
month. 

The Pentagon has assured the public that it can minimize 
the risk caused by these cuts through "reversibility" – being 
able to undo previous decisions by surging capabilities if 
required by future events. This holds true for reducing 
personnel strength, as new recruits can be brought into the 
force relatively quickly at minimal risk as long as there is an 
experienced cadre of mid-level personnel to train and lead 
them. However unpalatable given past experience with a 
"hollow" force, reversibility may also hold true to a lesser 
extent when it comes to readiness, as lower-tier units can be 
brought up to standard over time through intensive training 
and maintenance support. 

However, when it comes to developing and building new 
weapons and equipment, pinning ones hopes on surging 
production assumes that key skills and facilities can be 
maintained in the face of budget reductions and substantial 
uncertainty. 

The companies that produce our military's weapons and 
equipment are accountable to investors and shareholders. They 
do not have the luxury of keeping idle factories open and 
skilled workers on the payroll in the absence of incoming 
orders and revenue to pay for those critical and costly assets. 
The cancellation of a number of major weapons programs 
starting in 2009 has already resulted in the loss of tens of 
billions in revenue and tens of thousands of high-skill jobs. 

This highly specialized manufacturing capacity and 
human capital is not easily "reversible." It can only be 
regenerated at great cost and significant time. In some cases, 
this industrial capacity may no longer exist as all, as further 
budget cuts make defense companies and business units – 
manufacturing and service, up and down the supply chain – 
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more likely to exit the sector altogether, consolidate further, or 
be divested by their parent corporation. 

What all these decisions and impacts have in common is 
the willingness of the administration to harvest the most 
strategically important and, in recent years, most frequently 
raided part of the U.S. defense budget to reduce spending in 
the near term. That just raises more difficult choices later. 

So when it comes to recapitalizing the force and 
maintaining our military's decisive technological edge, rather 
than investing in the future, our government has effectively 
mortgaged it. 

Marion Blakey leads the Aerospace Industries 
Association, America's premier aerospace and defense lobby 
group. Blakey was the first woman to head the Federal 
Aviation Administration. 
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40. Deterrence Works 
(WASHINGTON POST 15 MAR 12) ... Fareed Zakaria 

When I was in college, in the early 1980s, I invited 
Ronald Reagan's defense secretary, Caspar Weinberger, to 
give a speech on campus. At the time, U.S. colleges were 
hotbeds of opposition to the Reagan administration, especially 
to its defense policies. Sure enough, as Weinberger began to 
speak, a series of students stood up and began to heckle. One 
after another, they rose and chanted a single line, "Deterrence 
is a lie!" 

I am reminded of that turbulent meeting as I listen to the 
debates over Iran's nuclear ambitions because it highlights a 
strange role reversal in today's foreign policy discourse. It 
used to be the left that refused to accept the idea of deterrence 
- searching instead for options such as a nuclear freeze. And it 
used to be those on the right who would patiently explain the 
practical virtues of deterrence. 

"About once every 25 years, a new generation discovers 
the horrors of the bomb and the paradoxes of deterrence, and 
begins looking for a way out. But there are only so many times 
that one can present the apocalypse... so many beguiling 
alternatives to pursue and discard. Inevitably, the debate 
grinds to a halt pretty much where it began: affirming, while 
deploring, the necessity of relying on the balance of terror to 
preserve the peace." That was Charles Krauthammer, writing 
in the New Republic in 1984. "Deterrence, like old age, is 
intolerable, until one considers the alternative," he explained. 

Yet today it is the right that has decided that deterrence is 
a lie. Krauthammer, the Heritage Foundation, the American 
Enterprise Institute and others denounce containment and 
deterrence and would lead us instead to a policy that 
culminates in a preventive war. It is the right's version of the 
nuclear freeze - a simple solution that actually doesn't solve 
anything. Strikes on Iran would probably delay its program a 
few years while driving up domestic support for the 
government in Tehran and providing it with a much stronger 
rationale for pursuing nuclear weapons. Yet sophisticated 
conservatives insist that this route is preferable to deterrence. 

Deterrence is a difficult concept to accept because it is 
counterintuitive: The prospect of destruction produces peace. 
And yet its record is remarkable. Great powers went to war 
with brutal regularity for hundreds of years. Then came 

nuclear weapons, and there has not been a war between great 
powers since 1945 - the longest period of peace between great 
powers in history. The United States and the Soviet Union had 
a more intense and far-reaching rivalry than almost any two 
great powers ever. Each thought the other wanted to destroy 
its way of life. And yet, this rivalry did not result in war. Both 
sides were deterred. 

In 1989, Margaret Thatcher said in a toast to Mikhail 
Gorbachev, "Both our countries know from bitter experience 
that conventional weapons do not deter war in Europe, 
whereas nuclear weapons have done so for over 40 years. As a 
deterrent there is no substitute for them." 

If deterrence doesn't work, then why are we not preparing 
preventive war against Russia, which still has a fearsome 
arsenal of intercontinental ballistic missiles? Or against 
Pakistan, home to a military-intelligence regime that has been 
implicated in more major acts of terrorism in the past 10 years 
than Iran has in the past hundred? The argument that Iran 
would be deterred does not rest on its reasonableness but on 
the regime's desire to survive. "Rulers want to have a country 
that they can continue to rule," says Kenneth Waltz, one of the 
most distinguished theorists of international relations. 

To gain credibility with his conservative critics and with 
the current Israeli government, President Obama has gone 
along with them, ruled out containment, insisted that he does 
not bluff and spoken of a "window" of opportunity for 
negotiations. This might prove a serious error: It boxes in the 
United States, limits Obama's options and forces him on a path 
that could push him into an unnecessary, preventive war. 

Anguish over the prospect of an Iranian nuclear weapon is 
understandable. It would be better for Israel, the Middle East 
and the world if Tehran does not acquire such weapons. The 
U.S. effort, in collaboration with almost the entire 
international community, to prevent this from happening and 
to put tremendous pressure on Tehran, is the right policy. But 
were Tehran to persist, were its regime to accept the global 
isolation and crippling costs that would come from its 
decision, a robust policy of containment and deterrence would 
work toward Iran as it did against Stalin's Soviet Union, Mao's 
China, Kim Jong Il's North Korea and the Pakistani military. 

Return to Index 
 

41. Strengthen Security In Territorial Waters And Control Over Outlying Islands 
(YOMIURI SHIMBUN 14 MAR 12) ... Editorial 

China is stepping up its activities in the East China Sea. 
The importance of the role played by the Japan Coast Guard is 
increasing in defending Japan’s maritime interests. 

The government has submitted to the Diet bills to amend 
the Japan Coast Guard Law and the Law on Navigation of 

Foreign Ships. The purpose is to strengthen the JCG’s system 
to guard the country’s territorial waters and outlying islands 
based on collisions between a Chinese trawler and JCG patrol 
boats off the Senkaku Islands in 2010. 
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There is every reason to amend the laws. The ruling and 
opposition parties need to enact the bills at an early date. 

The bill amending the JCG Law is designed to allow JCG 
officers to crack down on crimes on isolated islands on behalf 
of police officers. 

Under existing law, even if a JCG patrol boat finds a 
foreigner illegally landed on a Japanese remote island, the 
JCG will have to transport that person by helicopter or other 
means in order to arrest him or her because JCG officers do 
not have police authority. 

This makes it difficult to respond rapidly. The 
government plans to designate the Senkaku Islands, 
Okinotorishima, and other outlying islands with no police 
officers in their vicinity as subject to the law. 

The bill amending the Law on Navigation of Foreign 
Ships includes a provision allowing the JCG to issue expulsion 
orders to foreign fishing boats or cargo vessels that enter 
Japans’ territorial waters without conducting onboard 
inspections. 

This is intended to make it possible to take swift measures 
even in cases where conducting inspections is difficult, such 
as severe weather conditions and multiple vessels’ 
simultaneous incursions into Japanese waters. 

In tandem with those amendments, it is important to 
upgrade the JCG’s equipment and improve the administration 
of the laws. 

Is the JCG capable of dealing with unexpected 
contingencies flexibly? The agency has begun reviewing the 
current weapons-use standards. The JCG needs to consider 
introducing equipment that is more effective and easy to use. 

Meanwhile, the government has in recent years been 
emphasizing its control over outlying islands also as part of an 
effort to defend the country’s maritime interests. 

The government has begun adding remote islands near 
Ishigaki Island and the Ogasawara Islands that have no owners 
to the list of state-owned assets. It has also decided on the 
names to 39 uninhibited islands, including the Senkaku 
Islands. The government’s clear expression of Japan’s 
intention to defend its outlying islands has merit. 

In protest against Japan’s naming of the islands near the 
Senkakus, China has announced its own names for the islets. 

This was an act of complete denial of Japan’s sovereignty 
over the islands, and it was only natural for Chief Cabinet 
Secretary Osamu Fujimura to reject it as “totally 
unacceptable.” 

China has increased not only its naval vessels but also the 
government’s oceanographic research vessels and fishery 
patrol boats. It is certain that tensions will increase with China 
over Japan’s exclusive economic zone (EEZ) near the 
Senkakus and Okinawa. 

Japan needs to boost its preparedness because that would 
help keep China in check and would eventually bring stability 
to the East China Sea. 

Return to Index 
 
 

BBLLOOGGSS::  
42. EXCERPTS FROM BLOGS AROUND THE WORLD 
(PUBLISHED 12 – 15 MAR 12) 

 
Navy Information Warfare/Cryptology Community – 

77 Years of Excellence by Vice Adm. Michael Rogers from 
Navy Live, March 13 

This blog is from Vice Adm. Michael Rogers, leader of the 
Navy’s U.S. Fleet Cyber Command and 10th fleet. Rogers 
gives a hearty “Bravo Zulu” to the more than 13,000 Sailors 
and civilians of the Fleet’s information warfare and 
cryptology community as they celebrate 77 years of existence. 
Join Rogers as he takes us through the community’s history 
and “virtually” touches on some of their more significant 
milestones and achievements. 

Happy 77th anniversary of the founding of the Navy’s 
cryptologic/information warfare community! 

Since the first wireless transmission from an U.S. Navy 
ship in 1899 was made possible by the research of Lieutenant 
Bradley A. Fiske, to the exploits of the ‘On-the-Roof Gang’ 
and Capt. Joseph Rochefort’s cracking of the Japanese navy 
code, the early cryptologists built the very foundation of 
technical skills so valuable to our success in the Global War 
on Terrorism today. In every era, in every battle, in every way 
– the Navy’s information warfare / cryptology community has 
been, and will remain, in the fight. 

I am proud to lead our community as we execute the full 
spectrum of cyber, cryptology, signals intelligence, 
information operations and electronic warfare. What you do 
on a daily basis is of critical importance to our Navy and the 
Nation. 

Navy cryptologists can legitimately and proudly trace 
their heritage all the way back to our country’s founding 
fathers. That heritage goes back to our 3rd President, Thomas 
Jefferson who invented the ‘wheel cipher’ – with some 
versions still in use today. 

Nearly a century and a half century later, in October 1928 
the Navy Department implemented training for its first class of 
‘foreign wireless communications intercept’ operators. In a 
blockhouse on the roof of the old Navy Department building 
the “On-the-Roof Gang” was born. Five original OTRG 
members survive today. The community’s 77th Anniversary 
commemorates the establishment of the Communications 
Security Group on March 11, 1935, later renamed the Naval 
Security Group. 

At the height of WWII more than 22,000 officers and 
225,000 Sailors composed the Naval communication program. 
Since that time, cryptologists have played a direct role in 
every U.S. conflict and have evolved to meet the dynamic 
challenges of modern cyber warfare. 

Information Warriors continue to not only perform in 
their linguistic/interpretive skill sets, but assist the Fleet in 
Special Warfare Operations, detection of Improvised 
Explosive Devices and intrusions on the Navy’s networks. 

Information Warriors have been an integral part of SEAL 
teams in Iraq and Afghanistan and several have paid the 
ultimate sacrifice in the performance of their duties. Still 
others have been instrumental in the creation of lifesaving 
measures in the field and recognized with the award of the 
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Bronze Star and other military awards for their ingenuity and 
bravery. 

Bravo Zulu! Well Done! Keep up your significant work. 
You can find information on careers in the Navy here: 

Navy Information Warfare (IT) and Cryptology (CT). 
Facts and Figures: 

 IW/CT current end strength includes: 1,229 active 
duty (AD) officers; 221 Reserve component (RC) 
officers; 9,558 AD and 778 RC cryptologic 
technicians; 455 Navy civilians. 

 The IW/CT force performs both national missions 
with the National Security Agency and fleet 
missions. 

 36 percent of the force is forward deployed on ships, 
submarines, aircraft and in other tactical applications 
globally. 

 Navy CTs are trained in a total of 114 languages and 
dialects. 

View Gallery (4 Photos) 
 
Hunting Narco-Subs Remains A Challenge, Officials 

Say by Sam Fellman from The Scoop Deck (Navy Times), 
March 14 

Drug cartels rely on trucks, small planes, ships and speed 
boats to smuggle narcotics into the United States. And in 
recent years, they’re building increasingly sophisticated 
submarines, some of which can travel submerged. These drug-
running subs are proving to be an issue for the Navy and the 
Coast Guard, a top official acknowledged Tuesday. 

“It’s a very expensive proposition to try and find them, 
follow them, detect them as they work through the maritime 
environment,” Gen. Douglas Fraser, the Air Force general 
who heads U.S. Southern Command, said at a Senate hearing 
when asked about the subject. 

In July, Coast Guard cutter Seneca intercepted a semi-
submersible smuggling drugs off of Honduras, and recovered 
7.5 tons — roughly valued at $180 million — from the 
fiberglass vessel, which sank. It was the first time a drug-
running sub was spotted in the Caribbean and evidence that 
the cartels were expanding their reach, Fraser said. 

“The use of those vessels continues to expand with the 
transnational criminal organizations,” Fraser said, adding: 
“Our focus is really on where they’re built and where they 
arrive, to address the problem with trying to detect and then 
intercept them.” 

These vessels are built and moored in remote locales. For 
instance, Colombian authorities seized a fully submersible 
vessel in February 2011 on a jungle river, hundreds of miles 
from the country’s coast. It was 99 feet long and capable of 
hauling 8 tons while fully submerged. 

 
Are Hospital Ships Worth It? by LCDR Michael Pugh 

from U.S. Naval Institute Blog, March 13 
Lt. Cmdr. Michael Pugh is a Surface Warfare Officer 

currently attending Command General Staff College at Fort 
Leavenworth, Kansas. He served on USS GEORGE PHILIP 
(FFG 12), USS NIMITZ (CVN 68), USNS MERCY (T-AH 19), 
USNS COMFORT (T-AH 20), USS THACH (FFG 12), and 
USS BOXER (LHD 4). 

The Navy announced on Feb. 14 that the hospital ship 
USNS Comfort (T-AH 20) will shift its layberth from 
Baltimore, Md., to Naval Station (NS) Norfolk to save $1.7 
million in the initial year and $2.1 million for following years. 
Although this is significant savings to help reduce our defense 
budget, a larger question is, “is keeping hospital ships still 
worth it?” Eventually the Navy will decide this question but 
here are a few issues for the Navy to consider: 

Does medical diplomacy work? 
One can argue medical diplomacy improves strategic 

relations with foreign countries by providing free medical care 
“to win hearts and minds.” The most visible medical 
diplomacy is using hospital ships such as the USNS MERCY 
and the USNS COMFORT. In response to the 2004 Tsunami, 
USNS MERCY deployed and provided medical care to 
tsunami victims in Indonesia and other affected areas. A more 
recent example is the USNS COMFORT deploying to Haiti to 
help earthquake victims. 

In “Let’s have a Fleet of 15 Hospital Ships” LT Jim 
Dolbow argues the U.S. enjoyed a huge favorable swing in 
public opinion after MERCY’s 2005 humanitarian mission. 
According to Terror Free Tomorrow following MERCY’s 
visit, a remarkable 85 percent of Indonesians and 95 percent of 
the people of Bangladesh were favorable to MERCY’s 
mission. Because of such positive response, the United States 
conducts biannual deployments with its hospital ships for 
theatre security cooperation missions. Hospital ships support a 
larger maritime strategy by enabling the Navy’s expanded 
core competency of “humanitarian assistance and disaster 
response.” 

On the other hand, in “The Decline of America’s 
Reputation: Why?” it states following the 2004 tsunami, 
ratings only increased from 15 to 38 percent. There was not a 
similar rise in Pakistan after U.S. earthquake relief in 2005. 
This is quite a contrast compared to the Terror Free Tomorrow 
poll. In 2007, the Pew Research Center wrote “the impact of 
this humanitarian assistance should not be overstated – most 
of the same misgivings about America seen throughout the 
Muslim world can be found in Indonesia and Pakistan, and 
solid majorities in both countries continue to have a negative 
impression of the U.S.” 

What are some costs of hospital ship medical care? 
In “Advancing Humanitarian Aid: Infusing the era of 

hope with a dash of accountability,” Professor Leslie F. 
Roberts argues much of the aid has little influence. Roberts 
notes “between 21 January and 11 March, the [COMFORT] 
with its 10 surgical theatres served 871 patients. Data 
presented by a senior USAID official suggested, excluding 
medical personnel costs, this highly visible relief effort cost 
>U.S.$30,000 per patient. While this may be typical of the 
costs for similar surgeries in Western Europe or North 
America, it is orders of magnitude over expected surgical 
costs in humanitarian settings, or hospitals in Port-au-Prince.” 
Per the Daily Caller, “The Navy spent 2 million gallons of fuel 
treating fewer than 1,000 people – if it’s using marine fuel 
which is roughly $4 a gallon, that’s $8 million in fuel. That’s 
roughly $9,184 per patient, just to keep fuel in the tanks.” This 
seems like a lot of money to spend when the United States 
citizens have difficulty paying their own medical bills. 
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What if the United States Government got rid of 

hospital ships? 
If there were no hospital ships, other countries would not 

expect the U.S. to deploy one to give out free medical care. 
Warships can conduct humanitarian assistance and disaster 
relief. Amphibious ships such as the USS BOXER and aircraft 
carriers such as the USS NIMITZ have robust medical 
facilities and have superior boat and helicopter transport. 
Money saved by getting rid of hospital ships can be diverted to 
improving medical facilities on regular warships already 
forward deployed around the globe. 

Do hospital ships provide benefits that a warship 
cannot? 

When the tsunami hit Indonesia in 2004, it took 
approximately a month for MERCY to arrive in Indonesia. 
The arrival was too late to treat initial wounds. U.S. Navy 
ships such as the Abraham Lincoln were already on station 
within days. In “Developing Soft Power Using Afloat Medical 
Capability,” CDR Salamander pointed out, “a study conducted 
by Center for Naval Analyses on host nation impact based on 
the recent T-AH and LHA/LHD 21 humanitarian assistance 
deployments reveals that ‘it does not matter whether it was a 
hospital ship or an amphibious ship as both ships functioned 
equally well in terms of positive impact to the host nations.’ ... 
Speed of response is the most critical element of a successful 
humanitarian assistance and disaster relief operation. The 
ability to move people, equipment, and supplies throughout 
the operational area determines whether the operation is a 
success. Both hospital ship and amphibious ship are the right 
platforms for humanitarian missions, with the latter having an 
advantage on disaster response due to speed and global 
forward presence.” 

No matter the results of this decision, the Navy will 
continue its expanded core competency to provide 
humanitarian assistance and disaster relief close to our shores 
and abroad. 

 
HASC Chair: Don’t Mothball The Cruisers, Upgrade 

Them by Phillip Ewing from DoD Buzz, March 14 
House Armed Services Committee Chairman Rep. Buck 

McKeon said Wednesday he wants the Navy to keep the seven 
cruisers it has proposed decommissioning because the fleet 
needs the ships to reach their full lives. 

He told an audience at the Ronald Reagan Presidential 
Library out in California that he would try to help save the 
ships that Secretary Panetta and other top leaders — though 
not Navy leaders — have basically characterized as worn out. 

“We will try to hold back cuts to the Navy’s cruiser 
force,” he said, “finding the money for our cruisers to undergo 
proper upgrades, instead of mothballing ships needed to 
sustain the shift to Asia, before those ships reach the end of 
their lifespan.” 

The surface Navy loves the cruiser and destroyer 
modernization it has begun with the early ships in the two 
classes, which gives crews nicer accommodations and brings 
the ships’ weapons, sensors and electronics up to the latest 
standards. But the yard work costs money and it sidelines 
warships for months that, as we keep hearing, are in high 
demand from combatant commanders. 

McKeon did not detail what the Navy should give up to 
keep its cruisers, or go into many specifics on much else in his 
Reagan Library speech. The remarks weren’t really for the 
usual Washington eggheads — by donning the mantle of 
Reagan, McKeon seemed to be aiming his call for support at a 
wider audience of conservatives outside the defense family. 

“To put it plainly, we need your help,” he said. “We need 
your help restoring the concept of the Reagan military. Just the 
name invokes the concept of strength and certitude. I need you 
to be advocates for the principles that President Reagan 
advocated. I need you to stand with our troops. I need you to 
reject government intrusion in our lives, and refocus this great 
Republic back to Constitutional obligations like providing for 
the common defense. These cuts can be stopped, averted, held 
off. But it requires you to be involved. To be vocal. To be 
strong. How can we call ourselves Reagan Republicans if we 
sit quietly by during the most systematic and catastrophic cuts 
to an institution that Reagan helped build?” 

The Reagan Challenge! It’s the ultimate gauntlet for 
conservatives — the final trump card. The question is, will it 
work? Can defense advocates drum up a popular groundswell 
to pressure Congress to deal with sequestration and the other 
thorny questions in the defense world, or is this subject just 
too wonky? 

 
Inside NRL’s Laboratory for Autonomous Systems 

Research from Armed with Science (DoD Live), March 14 
Alan C. Schultz is Director of the Navy Center for Applied 

Research in Artificial Intelligence at the Naval Research 
Laboratory in Washington D.C., in addition to being selected 
as the first Director of NRL's new Laboratory for Autonomous 
Systems Research. 

This Friday, the Naval Research Laboratory (NRL) will 
open a new facility — the Laboratory for Autonomous 
Systems Research (LASR), at its main site located in 
Washington, D.C. 

LASR will provide specialized facilities to support highly 
innovative, multidisciplinary research in autonomous systems, 
including intelligent autonomy, sensor systems, power and 
energy systems, human-system interaction, networking and 
communications, and platforms. The objective of the 
Laboratory is to enable Navy and Department of Defense 
scientific leadership in this complex, emerging area and to 
identify opportunities for advances in future defense 
technology. 

In advance of the opening, SPECTRA magazine got the 
inside scoop from Alan Schultz, Director, Autonomous 
Systems Research at NRL. 

1. Tell us about the capabilities of the Laboratory for 
Autonomous Systems Research? 

The new facility has a number of high bay environments 
and laboratories with many unique features to support research 
in autonomous systems. 

The Prototyping High Bay is 150' x 75' x 30' high. This 
space can be used for small autonomous air vehicles, 
autonomous ground vehicles, and of course the people who 
will interact with them. The most unique feature of this space 
is a motion capture system, which will allow us to track up to 
50 objects, and gather high accuracy ground truth data of all 
positions of these tracked objects at 120Hz. Our tracking 
system currently has the largest capture volume in existence. 
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In addition, we have high-speed cameras on motorized pan/tilt 
heads which can be automatically cued by the motion capture 
system, allowing us to record video of specific targets. 

We have an audio system that allows us to inject 
directional sound into the environment, allowing us, to for 
example, inject the sound of troops marching from the 
southeast to the northwest, or environmental background 
noises. We can flood a 40' x 40' area to a 4-inch depth, so we 
can simulate a shallow body of water, or allow sensors from 
an air vehicle to see specular reflections. Lighting is 
adjustable, and nighttime conditions can be simulated. Four 
labs overlook the high bay and can be used for testing human 
interaction with remote systems, and as control rooms. 

The Littoral High Bay features a 45' x 25' x 5.5' deep 
pool. This pool will have a 16-channel wave generator, 
allowing us to create directional waves. In addition, the far 
side of the pool will contain a structure allowing us to put a 
slope on that end of the pool. We will have materials such as 
sand, dirt and gravel that can then be put into the pool, 
allowing us to create surf-like conditions. The wave generator 
and slope mechanism can be removed with our overhead crane 
for those who need a constant depth and the full length of the 
pool. The Littoral High Bay will also have a variety of 
sediment tanks for testing sensors and energy harvesting 
devices. 

The Desert High Bay contains a 40' by 14' area of sand 2-
foot deep, and contains 18-foot high rock walls that allow 
testing of robots and sensors in a desert-like environment. We 
can introduce blowing sand, and can control the lighting in 
that environment. 

The Tropical High Bay is a 60' by 40' greenhouse that 
contains a re-creation of a southeast Asian rain forest, with 
temperatures that average 80 degrees and 80 percent humidity 
year round. Rain events of up to 6 inches per hour can be 
generated, allowing us to test autonomous systems, sensors 
and communications in these harsh environments. 

We have specialized laboratories for human-systems 
interaction, sensors, and power and energy. The four human-
systems interaction labs overlook the Prototyping High Bay 
and can be used, as described earlier, as control rooms for 
human-subject experiments, or for development of autonomy 
software. These labs contain eye trackers (useful for studying 
how people work with advanced interfaces for autonomous 
systems) and multi-user/multi-touch displays. The sensor lab 
contains environmental chambers (including a smaller 
chamber where temperature, humidity and barometric pressure 
can be controlled and a large walk-in chamber with control of 
temperature and humidity), an anechoic chamber, and an 
aerosol test facility. 

2. Who will work in LASR? 
LASR is an NRL-wide resource. NRL researchers who 

have relevant projects can register to use the facility using our 
on-line registration process that will be available soon. In that 
process, the principal investigator will describe the work to be 
done and which of our labs and environments they intend to 
use. The lab director and facility manager will then determine 
appropriateness of the project and whether space is available. 
Priority will be for multidisciplinary research in autonomous 
systems. Once the project is approved, researchers may then 
create experimental setups in our scheduling system and 
reserve time for specific experiments. 

3. Will LASR be opened to outside researchers or is it 
just for NRL scientists and engineers? 

While the facility was created to support NRL research, 
outside collaborators on funded projects will be able to work 
with NRL scientists in the facility. The facility is not generally 
available for rent. 

4. What types of research will be done in LASR? 
LASR will support a broad range of research related to 

autonomous systems, from basic, to applied, and for 
integration across different disciplines. For example, while we 
do expect to have a lot of research involving autonomous 
vehicles, autonomy goes beyond vehicle platforms to 
autonomous systems for self-configuring and self-healing 
networks, autonomous sensor networks, and software to aid 
the warfighter in decision-making. The lab will support 
research in power and energy systems and sensors that are 
both part of the autonomous systems and as the payloads. 

To show the breadth of the science, a few of the research 
projects that are already slated to start work in the building 
include damage control for the 21st century, which is working 
in advanced shipboard firefighting technology, including 
autonomous firefighting robots, and the large-displacement 
UUV, where research is being performed on sensors, power 
and energy, and on the technology for testing and evaluating 
autonomous control algorithms. 

5. How are NRL researchers uniquely positioned to 
take full advantage of a laboratory like LASR? 

NRL is uniquely positioned because of the breadth and 
depth of our science, and because we have the underlying 
science needed for all aspects of autonomous systems. As I 
went around to NRL's various divisions to brief our scientists 
about the new facility, I realized that virtually all of our 
research divisions have a role, whether its bio-molecular 
researchers developing CBRNe sensors, material scientists 
developing novel ways to embed antennas or electronics into 
vehicle structures, or psychologists studying how our 
warfighters will work with these systems. The potential for 
cross-disciplinary work is huge, and I am already seeing folks 
working together to solve the bigger problems in autonomous 
systems that cannot be solved when these groups work in 
isolation. 

6. What do you see being accomplished using LASR 
that is not currently being accomplished in NRL's 
individual research divisions? 

While many of our divisions already work together in 
interesting ways to solve these bigger problems, LASR will 
allow us to do larger scale integration of the science, and to 
test out our ideas before we go to the field. Our facility gives 
us a cost saving method for testing out concepts and ideas 
before we go to the expense of field trials. In essence, it 
bridges the gap between laboratory work and field 
experiments. 
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Faces of the Fleet from Navy Live, March 14 
“Faces of the Fleet” takes a look at YOUR Navy 

operating forward. These images represent the greatest Sailors 
in the greatest Navy in the world leading from the deck plates, 
and completing missions around the globe. This is your fleet 
and these are your Sailors! Hooyah, Navy!! 

 AS3 Robert Saaga, left, and LS3 Enyiomadi Chuta, 
play guitar during a 30-year commemoration of USS 
Carl Vinson (CVN 70) in the ship's hangar bay. 

 OSSN Krista Farrar, assigned to the operations 
department aboard the Nimitz-class aircraft carrier 
USS Carl Vinson (CVN 70), stands the service 
tracker watch. 

 YNC Joel Campbell, right, a recruit division 
commander at Recruit Training Command, Great 
Lakes, Ill., marches recruits through the tunnel 
connecting Camp Moffett with Recruit Training 
Command. 

 ASMC Joshua Melling, right, a recruit division 
commander, inspects the uniform of a recruit at 
Recruit Training Command, Great Lakes, Ill., the 
Navy's only boot camp. 

 AO1 Allen Lunn, a line coach, gives OSSN Brittany 
Koval instruction on how to fire an M-16 service rifle 
aboard USS New Orleans (LPD 18). 

 ATAN Sergio Carbonell, assigned to Strike Fighter 
Squadron (VFA) 22, inspects an F/A-18F Super 
Hornet. 

 AN Matthew Truelove jumps rope during a physical 
training workout on the flight deck of the guided-
missile frigate USS Simpson (FFG 56). 

 CSSN Marco Hanne and SHSN Ethan Fisher man a 
fire hose during a helicopter firefighting drill aboard 
U.S. 7th Fleet flagship USS Blue Ridge (LCC 19). 

 DC1 Antonino Garcia demonstrates communications 
methods to Republic of Korea Navy Sailors while 
conducting a tour aboard guided-missile destroyer 
USS Mustin (DDG 89). 

View Gallery (9 Photos) 
Your Navy TODAY (March 13-14, 2012) 
On any given day, in your Navy, our team of more than 

600,000 professional Sailors and Civilians are working 
together around the globe to perform our mission: deter 
aggression and, if deterrence fails, win our Nation’s wars. It is 
not possible to share every aspect of this global team but, 
through this blog, we offer you a glimpse of what these men 
and women do. 

View Mar. 13 Gallery (4 Photos) 
View Mar. 14 Gallery (4 Photos) 

Return to Index 
 
 



 1

CHINFO NEWS CLIPS 
Tuesday, May 15, 2012 

 
Further reproduction or distribution is subject to original copyright restrictions. 

To subscribe, go to http://www.chinfo.navy.mil/pages/clips.html. 

 

TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. CNO To Promote USFF SOY To Chief Petty Officer 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 14 MAY 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Phil Beaufort, U.S. Fleet Forces Public Affairs 

NORFOLK, Va. -- U.S. Fleet Forces (USFF) Sea Sailor of the Year (SOY) will be meritoriously advanced to chief petty officer 
by the chief of naval operations (CNO) in Washington May 17. 

 
2. 'Battleship' Displays Local Military Muscle 
Five SD ships used to film salty sci-fi action movie that opens Friday 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 14 MAY 12) ... Jeanette Steele 

San Diego military metal is on full, splashy display in “Battleship,” a new movie that the Navy hopes will place its warships and 
blue camouflage uniforms in front of young gamers who might be future Sailors. 

 
3. USS Constitution Sailors Participating In Spokane Navy Week 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 14 MAY 12) ... USS Constitution Public Affairs 

SPOKANE, Wash. -- Sailors assigned to USS Constitution are participating in Spokane Navy Week, May 14-20. 
 

CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
4. USS New Orleans And USS Pearl Harbor Arrive In Thailand 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 14 MAY 12) ... Amphibious Squadron 5 Public Affairs 

PHUKET, Thailand -- The amphibious transport dock ship USS New Orleans (LPD 18), the amphibious dock landing ship USS 
Pearl Harbor (LSD 52), along with embarked Marines assigned to the 11th Marine Expeditionary Unit (11th MEU), arrived in Phuket, 
Thailand May 14, for a scheduled port visit. 

 
5. North Carolina Visits Subic Bay During Western Pacific Deployment 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 13 MAY 12) ... Lt. Lara Bollinger, Submarine Group 7 Public Affairs 

SUBIC BAY, Republic of the Philippines -- The Virginia class fast attack submarine USS North Carolina (SSN 777) arrived at 
Subic Bay May 13, as part of her Western Pacific deployment. 

 
6. USS Underwood Arrives In Peru 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 14 MAY 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Stuart Phillips, Southern Seas 2012 Public Affairs 

CALLAO, Peru -- The Oliver Hazard Perry-class frigate USS Underwood (FFG 36) arrived in Callao, Peru, in preparation for 
UNITAS Pacific 53-12, May 12. 

 
7. Pelicans Like Ike 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 14 MAY 12) ... Lt.j.g. Matt Melfa, Patrol Squadron 45 Public Affairs 

MAYPORT, Fla -- The Pelicans of P-3C Orion Patrol Squadron (VP) 45 continue to play an integral role in Carrier Strike Group 
8's composite unit training exercise (COMPTUEX). 

 
8. Navy: USS Carl Vinson On Its Way Home 
San Diego-Based Aircraft Carrier Was Serving In Arabian Sea, Persian Gulf 
(KGTV ABC SAN DIEGO 14 MAY 12) 

SAN DIEGO -- The San Diego-based aircraft carrier USS Carl Vinson has crossed the international dateline and is on its way 
home after serving in the Arabian Sea and Persian Gulf, the Navy announced Monday. 
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GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
9. McCain: U.S. Can't Let China 'Do As They Please' While Smaller Countries Suffer 
(THE HILL 14 MAY 12) ... Carlo Munoz 

The United States must ensure that China cannot "do as they please" while smaller Asian countries suffer, Sen. John McCain (R-
Ariz.) said Monday in a Washington speech. 

 
10. The Sea Rises In China 
(ASIA TIMES ONLINE 15 MAY 12) ... Brendan O’Reilly 

As throngs of emotional protesters take to the streets of Manila to decry Beijing's policy and actions in its ongoing maritime 
dispute with the Philippines, passions are also running high in China. 

 
11. Is China About To Get Its Military Jet Engine Program Off The Ground? 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 14 MAY 12) ... Gabe Collins and Andrew Erickson 

Tensions in the South China Sea—most recently with the Philippines—and Beijing’s unease about Washington’s renewed 
strategic focus on Asia are likely to strengthen calls from the People’s Liberation Army (PLA) for more modern fighters and strike 
aircraft. 

 
12. Taiwan Deploying More 'Carrier Killers': Report 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 14 MAY 12) 

TAIPEI — Taiwan is arming more of its fleet with its new "carrier killer" anti-ship missiles as China conducts further sea trials of 
its first aircraft carrier, local media said Monday. 

 
13. N. Korea Stops Sending Out GPS Jamming Signals Against S. Korea: Source 
(YONHAP NEWS AGENCY (S. KOREA) 15 MAY 12) 

SEOUL -- North Korea appears to have stopped jamming satellite signals in an apparent attempt to disrupt air and maritime 
traffic navigation systems in parts of South Korea, a high-ranking government source in Seoul said Tuesday. 

 
14. U.S. In Final Talks With Japan To Sell F-35 Fighter At Over 10 Bil. Yen 
(KYODO NEWS 14 MAY 12) 

WASHINGTON -- The United States is in final talks with Japan to sell the first four F-35 stealth fighters to Japan by fiscal 2016 
for more than 10 billion yen per aircraft, sources familiar with the matter said. 

 
15. Foreign Force Strikes Somali Pirate Land Base 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 15 MAY 12) ... Laurent Thomet 

An international naval force struck Somali pirate assets on land for the first time on Tuesday, marking a major escalation in the 
fight against the scourge of piracy plaguing vital shipping lanes. 

 
16. Saudi Arabia Seeks Union Of Monarchies In Region 
(NEW YORK TIMES 15 MAY 12) ... Kareem Fahim and David D. Kirkpatrick 

MANAMA, Bahrain — Saudi Arabia pushed ahead Monday with efforts to forge a single federation with its five Persian Gulf 
neighbors as the conservative monarchy seeks to build a new bulwark against the waves of change sweeping the Middle East. 

 
17. Australian Defense Budget Faces Deep Cuts 
(DEFENSE NEWS 14 MAY 12) ... Nigel Pittaway 

MELBOURNE — Funding for Australian land and air programs and naval operations will be reduced under a plan that cuts 971 
million Australian dollars ($980.5 million) from Australia’s defense budget to help reverse a growing national deficit and return the 
budget to surplus. 

 
18. No Further Cuts As UK Balances 10-Year Defence Budget 
(FLIGHT GLOBAL 14 MAY 12) ... Craig Hoyle 

LONDON -- The UK will be able to meet its military spending priorities for the next 10 years without having to make additional 
cuts to its personnel or equipment profiles, defence secretary Philip Hammond announced on 14 May. 

 
19. Royal Navy 'Top Gun' Pilots Train To Fly U.S. Fighters 
(BBC NEWS 12 MAY 12) ... Caroline Wyatt 

The F18 fighter jets gleam dazzling silver in the California sunshine at Naval Air Station Lemoore, where the control tower 
handles up to 300 operations a day. 
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PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
20. Congress Spars Over Military Health-Care Hikes 
How much of an increase source of ongoing debate among federal lawmakers as government braces for 
sharp hikes in delivering care 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 14 MAY 12) ... Nathan Max 

Military retirees, active-duty service members and others who rely on the government’s Tricare health-care benefit could be 
looking at higher fees over the next several years, but just how much higher is the source of ongoing debate in Washington. 

 
21. Some TFL Users Would Stay With Mail-Order Drugs 
(NAVY TIMES 14 MAY 12) ... Rick Maze 

If forced to use the military’s mail order pharmacy for maintenance drugs for at least one year, some Medicare-eligible retirees 
would stick with the option of getting prescriptions sent directly to their home, according to preliminary analysis of the 2013 defense 
authorization bill prepared by the nonpartisan Congressional Budget Office. 

 
22. Pentagon Opens 14,000 Jobs To Women 
(WASHINGTON TIMES 14 MAY 12) ... Kristina Wong 

Pentagon policies bar Staff Sgt. Marie Martinson from direct ground combat, but she nonetheless has taken on the No. 1 killer of 
troops in Afghanistan: improvised explosive devices, or IEDs. 

 
23. Two Sailors Awarded Medals For Acts That Saved Boy 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 15 MAY 12) ... Corinne Reilly 

The Navy has awarded one of its highest noncombat valor medals to two local Sailors who risked their lives to save a child from a 
burning car last year. One of the Sailors, the child's father, was killed in the blaze. 

 
24. Sailor Cruises To 41-Pound Weight Loss 
He’s planning for more, thanks to competition 
(NAVY TIMES 21 MAY 12) ... Mark D. Faram 

ABOARD THE FRIGATE ELROD — Derek England is a loser. In fact, he’s the biggest loser in his whole command. And he’s 
pretty happy about it. 

 
25. Two Female Submariners Found Guilty Of Financial Fraud 
(NEW LONDON DAY 15 MAY 12) ... Jennifer McDermott 

Two of the first female submariners in the U.S. Navy have been found guilty of financial misconduct in connection with 
fraudulent travel expense claims. 

 

FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
26. Hill Grappling With How To Stop DoD Cuts 
(DEFENSE DAILY 15 MAY 12) ... Emelie Rutherford 

Lawmakers on both sides of the aisle blasted planned "sequestration" cuts to the defense budget yesterday but remained at odds 
over how to prevent them. 

 
27. Defense Cuts Would Cripple Va. Economy, Leaders Warn 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 15 MAY 12) ... Bill Bartel 

CHESAPEAKE -- If Congress doesn't stop $1 trillion in automatic budget reductions set to begin unrolling in January, Hampton 
Roads and Northern Virginia will see such dramatic cutbacks that a statewide recession is likely, a public policy expert warned 
Monday night. 

 
28. Navy Taken To Task On Littoral Combat Ship By Lawmakers 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 14 MAY 12) ... Tony Capaccio 

The House committee that authorizes military spending criticized the Navy for failing to inform it “to the full extent possible” on 
failings with its new Littoral Combat Ship. 

 
29. Republicans Order Navy To Quit Buying Biofuels 
(WIRED 14 MAY 12) ... Noah Shachtman 

On Monday, the U.S. Navy will officially announce the ships for its demonstration of the “Great Green Fleet” — an entire aircraft 
carrier strike group, powered by biofuels and other eco-friendly energy sources. If a powerful Congressional panel has its way, it 
could the last time the Navy ever uses biofuels to run its ships and jets. 
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30. Biofuels Industry At Crossroads As Military Waits For Lower Prices 
(NATIONAL DEFENSE MAGAZINE JUNE 2012) ... Eric Beidel 

Military leaders like to say that their aircraft, ships and personnel can’t tell the difference between petroleum and biofuel. 
 

31. NECC Announces Formation Of Coastal Riverine Force 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 14 MAY 12) ... Navy Expeditionary Combat Command Public Affairs 

VIRGINIA BEACH, Va. -- Navy Expeditionary Combat Command (NECC) is establishing a new command, the Coastal Riverine 
Force (CORIVFOR), a merger of Riverine Group 1 and the Maritime Expeditionary Security Force (MESF), June 1. 

 
32. Communications Continuity 
Navy wants new land- and sea-based networks to integrate seamlessly 
(SEAPOWER MAGAZINE MAY 2012) ... Daniel P. Taylor 

Their production time lines are not exactly in sync, but once the new ship-based and land-based networks reach full operational 
capability, the U.S. Navy hopes they will be two peas in a pod. 

 
33. Ready For A Ray Gun? ONR Plans Shipboard Laser Tests 
Destroyers, cruisers likely would see high-tech weapons first 
(NAVY TIMES 21 MAY 12) ... Joshua Stewart 

Soon, the sound of combat may not be a thunderous boom but an electronic zap. 
 

BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
34. Navy Band To Play In Erie As Part Of Perry 200 Celebration 
(ERIE (PA) TIMES-NEWS 14 MAY 12) ... Ron Leonardi 

The U.S. Navy Band will drop anchor in Erie for two concerts in June. 
 

35. Arlington Sailors Participate In Civil War Commemoration Ceremony 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 14 MAY 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Eric Brown, Pre-Commissioning Unit Arlington 
Public Affairs 

DREWRY’S BLUFF, Va. -- Sailors from Pre-Commisioning Unit Arlington (LPD 24) participated in an interpretive sign 
dedication commemorating the last battle of the ironclad Navy vessel USS Monitor May 12. 

 
36. Sun Herald Staffer To Ride USS Mississippi 
(BILOXI (MS) SUN HERALD 13 MAY 12) ... Karen Nelson 

The Sun Herald’s Don Hammack, a former submariner, will board the USS Mississippi and ride it to Pascagoula later this month 
for a June 2 commissioning. 

 
37. New F-35Bs Arrive, Perdue Angles For Aircraft's Future 
(NEW BERN (NC) SUN JOURNAL 14 MAY 12) ... Sue Book 

Two more F-35B Joint Strike Fighters are now in the hands of the Marine Corps and Gov. Bev Perdue will be talking to 
Washington leaders Thursday to help ensure others stay in the pipeline for basing at Cherry Point air station. 

 
38. Virginia Beach Losing Millions To Protect Oceana 
(WTKR CBS NORFOLK 14 MAY 12) ... Mike Mather 

VIRGINIA BEACH – The city and state have spent seven years and several million dollars moving families out of Oceana’s 
crash zones by buying and bulldozing their homes. But records provided under a Freedom of Information Act request shows dozens of 
cases where the city sells those empty lots back to developers who then build larger homes on the same parcels. 

 
39. USS Jacksonville Sailors Visit Namesake City 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 14 MAY 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Greg Johnson, Commander, Navy Region 
Southeast Public Affairs 

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. -- Five Sailors assigned to Los Angeles-class attack submarine USS Jacksonville (SSN 699) visited 
Jacksonville, Fla., May 9-14, during a namesake visit sponsored by Navy League Jacksonville. 

 
40. Cost To Relocate Marines Off Okinawa A Moving Target 
(STARS AND STRIPES 15 MAY 12) ... Travis J. Tritten 

CAMP FOSTER, Okinawa — U.S. taxpayers will shoulder most of the cost for a planned relocation of Okinawa-based Marines, 
according to the agreement reached with Japan last month, but the stated $8.6 billion price tag for the move is not yet firm and does 
not take into account the entire project. 
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NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
41. Panetta To Speak At Naval Academy Graduation 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 14 MAY 12) 

ANNAPOLIS, Md. — Defense Secretary Leon Panetta is scheduled to speak at the U.S. Naval Academy’s graduation this month. 
 

42. Congressional Delegation Visits Troops In Afghanistan On Mother's Day 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 14 MAY 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Jonathan Carmichael, Naval Mobile Construction 
Battalion 11 Public Affairs 

HELMAND PROVINCE, Afghanistan -- A Congressional delegation visited troops on Camp Leatherneck in Helmand Province, 
Afghanistan on Mother's Day, May 13. 

 
43. Mental Disorder Hospitalizations Up 19% In 2011 
(NAVY TIMES 14 MAY 12) ... Patricia Kime 

The number of active-duty troops hospitalized for mental disorders rose 19 percent in 2011, to 21,735, up from 18,250 in 2010, 
according to a Defense Department morbidity report released Monday. 

 
44. Got A Pirate Problem? There's Even An App For That 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 14 MAY 12) ... Grace Jean, Office of Naval Research Public Affairs 

ARLINGTON, Va. -- The Department of Defense will begin funding an Office of Naval Research (ONR)-sponsored project 
aimed at developing Web applications to help multinational navies police the world's oceans, officials announced May 14. 

 
45. 8,000 Contractors Said Eligible For U.S. Cyber Guard 
(REUTERS 14 MAY 12) ... Jim Wolf 

WASHINGTON - Up to 8,000 companies doing business with the Pentagon may be qualified to join a newly expanded U.S. 
effort to guard sensitive information on private networks, a senior Defense Department official said Monday. 

 
46. CNIC's MWR Brings Battleship To Bases Nationwide 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 14 MAY 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Monique K. Hilley, Commander, Navy 
Installations Command Public Affairs 

WASHINGTON -- Navy Morale, Welfare and Recreation (MWR), in coordination with Universal Studios, will be offering 
special screenings of Battleship to Sailors and their families prior to the nationwide release of the movie May 18. 

 

OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
47. The Beginning Of Welcome Change 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 15 MAY 12) ... Editorials 

Monday marked a long-awaited shift in some of the Pentagon's policies excluding women from certain positions because of their 
gender. But it shouldn't mark the end. 

 
48. Will U.S., China Navies Play Nice? 
(THE DIPLOMAT 12 MAY 12) ... James R. Holmes 

Can China and the U.S. get along on the high seas, or even work together on issues of mutual interest? Maybe. 
 

49. False-Flag Operation On LOST 
Treaty would compromise U.S. sovereignty, not enhance it 
(WASHINGTON TIMES 14 MAY 12) ... Frank J. Gaffney Jr. 

Here we go again: The usual suspects - the environmentalists, the one-worlder transnationalists, the Obama administration (to the 
extent that is not redundant) and assorted shortsighted special interests including, regrettably, the United States Navy - are dusting off 
the hopelessly outdated and inequitable United Nations Law of the Sea Treaty (better, and more accurately, known as LOST) in the 
hope of jamming its ratification through the Senate as was done two years ago with the defective New Start Treaty. 

 
50. Iran Talks' Moment Of Truth Has Arrived 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 15 MAY 12) ... Gerald F. Seib 

In the long and winding American quest to curb Iran's nuclear program, the next month is the most critical period yet. And there 
are three men to keep an eye on as it unfolds: President Barack Obama, Iranian Supreme Leader Ali Khamenei and Israeli Defense 
Minister Ehud Barak. 
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BBLLOOGGSS::  
51. EXCERPTS FROM BLOGS AROUND THE WORLD 
(PUBLISHED 18 – 21 MAY 12) 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. CNO To Promote USFF SOY To Chief Petty Officer 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 14 MAY 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Phil Beaufort, U.S. Fleet Forces Public Affairs 

NORFOLK, Va. -- U.S. Fleet Forces (USFF) Sea Sailor 
of the Year (SOY) will be meritoriously advanced to chief 
petty officer by the chief of naval operations (CNO) in 
Washington May 17. 

Ship's Serviceman 1st Class Angela Zamora left Ecuador 
in 1995 at 15 with her parents and younger brother and 
immigrated to the United States to become a naturalized 
American citizen. 

Like many immigrants, Zamora's is a story of 
perseverance. 

After Zamora's and her family left, they moved in with 
her grandmother in Jersey City, N.J., and both parents began 
working two jobs. 

The Zamora's were looking for a better life for their 
family. They immediately put their Spanish-speaking children 
in local public schools, and went to work making the dream a 
reality. 

"My parents were very determined to succeed in 
America," said Zamora. That determination rubbed off on 
their children. Zamora quickly learned English and excelled in 
school. She earned a scholarship and began working toward a 
degree in the medical field, but her life took an unexpected 
turn while she was sitting in a Navy recruiter's office with her 
brother. 

"My younger brother began talking to Navy recruiters 
about enlisting," said Zamora. "He had always wanted to join 
the Navy, so I wasn't surprised. What I didn't realize at the 
time was that while the recruiter was explaining everything to 
my brother, he was also recruiting me. The idea of traveling 
the world and being independent was very attractive." 

Zamora joined the Navy in the summer of 2000. 
After boot camp, Zamora excelled during her time at 

Ship's Serviceman "A" school, graduating near the top of her 
class. 

"I was offered the chance to choose my first duty station 
out of "A" school, and they had a billet available aboard the 
USS Emory S. Land (AS 39) in La Maddalena, Italy," said 
Zamora. "It was the best first duty station anyone could ask 
for, but I really thought I was going to do one enlistment in the 
Navy and then get out, but that first tour made me fall in love 
with the Navy." 

After three years aboard Emory S. Land, Zamora received 
orders to guided-missile destroyer USS Roosevelt (DDG 80) 
in Mayport, Fla., as a third class petty officer. She realized she 
needed the advice of her senior enlisted Sailors if she was 
going to reach her goals and found the right master chief to be 
a mentor. 

"Due to my previous sea time, my orders aboard 
Roosevelt were only for a year and a half, so I focused on 
getting my warfare pins as quickly as possible," Zamora said. 
"My departmental leading chief petty officer took me under 
his wing and really helped mentor me. He was the one who 
suggested I take recruiting duty as my next assignment, which 
had a major impact on my career." 

Zamora was assigned to Navy Recruiting District New 
York and spent her first year recruiting out of her adopted 
hometown of Jersey City. She quickly advanced to second 
class. She then jumped at the chance to take the Recruiter in 
Charge (RINC) training course and was subsequently assigned 
as the leading petty officer at the recruiting station in North 
Plainfield, N.J. 

"I was really lucky there. The station hadn't made quota 
for over a year, so we really had something to work with," she 
said. "There were four recruiters working out of there, and we 
were able to not only make quota, but absorb another station 
and increase the quota. I would do anything to work with 
those guys again. They were amazing." 

Her efforts were once again recognized, and Zamora was 
meritoriously advanced to first class petty officer. 

When she checked aboard Norfolk, Va.,-based 
amphibious assault ship USS Wasp (LHD 1), she said she was 
a bit apprehensive. Due to her rapid rise in rank, she had not 
spent any time at sea as a second class petty officer. 

"When I walked aboard, I was immediately put in charge 
of 14 Sailors. I made a lot of mistakes, but I wasn't afraid to go 
to my master chief and ask how to correct what I was doing," 
Zamora said. "He was really awesome because he always took 
the time to help me become an effective leader. He never told 
me what to do, but he always pointed me in the right direction 
and had me figure it out for myself." 

Zamora actively sought additional duties. Within three 
years, she was the No. 1 first class aboard and the ship's SOY. 

"My master chief told me they were submitting my 
package for Expeditionary Strike Group (ESG) 2 Sailor of the 
Year. I was surprised, but I thought 'well, that's nice of them,"' 
she said. "I really had no idea what a big deal it was at the 
time. I was so freaked out that when I went in for my board, I 
forgot my own name for about five seconds. When they put 
me in for Surface Forces Atlantic (SURFLANT) SOY, I knew 
I had to step up my game in order to justify their belief in me." 

She credits her award to many people in her life. 
"The support I received, not just from my command, but 

from so many people, shocked me," said Zamora. "I mean the 
command master chief from USS Kearsarge (LHD 3) arranged 
a murder board for me with master chiefs from all over the 
waterfront. I didn't know he even knew I existed." 

In April, the hard work and determination her parents 
taught her when the family arrived from Ecuador served her 
well. She was selected as the USFF Sea SOY. 

"I say the most important thing is to never give up. If you 
want something and are denied; try, try, try again." 

Zamora is one of four Sailors who will be meritoriously 
advanced to chief petty officer by the CNO. She will transfer 
from Wasp this summer and report to the office of USFF Fleet 
Master Chief for duties as his executive assistant, replacing 
the 2010 USFF Sea SOY, Chief Aircraft Survival 
Equipmentman Amy Davis. 

Return to Index 
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2. 'Battleship' Displays Local Military Muscle 
Five SD ships used to film salty sci-fi action movie that opens Friday 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 14 MAY 12) ... Jeanette Steele 

San Diego military metal is on full, splashy display in 
“Battleship,” a new movie that the Navy hopes will place its 
warships and blue camouflage uniforms in front of young 
gamers who might be future Sailors. 

The locally based destroyers Sampson and John Paul 
Jones and the aircraft carrier Ronald Reagan appear as 
themselves on-screen. It could be argued that the ships are 
equally the heroes of this over-the-top action romp, which will 
open Friday. 

The film also stars Taylor Kitsch as a screw-up officer 
turned leader and pop singer Rihanna in her film debut as a 
tough gunner’s mate. 

Most of the footage was shot in 2010 while the vessels 
were in Hawaii for the Rim of the Pacific multinational 
maritime exercises. 

Last spring and summer, the director filmed aboard the 
John Paul Jones in and around San Diego and on the big-deck 
amphibious ship Bonhomme Richard while it sat in dry dock. 
The writers also went out on the San Diego destroyer Preble 
for research. 

Local Sailors were hired as extras. Others were simply 
caught on-screen doing their jobs. 

The Navy officially says it is proud of the result, despite 
plenty of early grumbling in San Diego Sailor circles about the 
premise. Here it is, no kidding: The Navy fights an advance 
team of aliens in an epic, take-no-prisoners shootout at sea that 
includes starting up the decommissioned battleship Missouri. 

It’s a different tack after “Act of Valor,” the Hollywood 
feature released in February that stars actual Coronado-based 
Navy SEALs in an attempt to create an ultra-realistic portrait. 

Director Peter Berg, known for his “Friday Night Lights” 
television series and movies “Hancock” and “The Kingdom,” 
said he originally wanted to make films about serious naval 
engagements, such as the sinking of the Bismarck and the 
Indianapolis during World War II. 

Those turned out to be downers, too tough to sell to 
Hollywood. 

“Someone suggested Battleship. The thought of creating a 
naval story around a game felt to me like maybe I can sell it to 
my bosses, make a fun summer popcorn movie that has a 
really broad appeal — not just here but around the world — 
and wasn’t quite so serious,” Berg said during an interview 
with U-T San Diego last week. 

“That gave me access to something I’m personally 
obsessed with, and that’s the Navy and the ships and the men 
and women who operate them,” said the 50-year-old director, 
the son of a Korean War-era Marine. 

The plot is loosely based on Milton Bradley’s 1967 board 
game — memorable line from its commercial: “You sank my 
battleship!” — that later became a video game and cellphone 
app. 

Hasbro, which bought Milton Bradley in 1984, is 
pursuing movies based on several old-school games, including 
Candyland, Risk and the Ouija board. 

Berg inked a two-part deal with movie studio Universal. 
He would do “Battleship,” then make a picture much closer to 
his heart: “Lone Survivor,” a Navy SEAL war story based on 
the book by Marcus Luttrell. 

Luttrell was the only SEAL who survived a 2005 
Afghanistan mission that killed three other SEALS, including 
posthumous Medal of Honor recipient Michael Murphy. 

Berg said he spent a month in western Iraq with a 
Coronado SEAL platoon to prepare for the second movie, 
which will start filming in September and could be released in 
spring 2013. 

As for “Battleship,” the Navy is happy with the movie 
because it shows off ship hardware in something like the way 
“Top Gun” spotlighted fighter jets in 1986. 

“We look at, ‘How can this project help the Navy tell our 
story and showcase to the public what we do?” said Lt. Chris 
Hwang, a spokeswoman for the Navy’s Los Angeles 
entertainment liaison office. 

She said Gallup polls have shown that the public doesn’t 
realize what the Navy does or only knows what it sees on TV. 

“Sure, in the ‘Battleship’ movie we do fight aliens,” 
Hwang said. “However, if the Navy were to fight aliens in the 
ocean, how would we fight them?” 

By launching torpedoes, blasting away with 5-inch guns 
and deploying defenses against anti-ship missiles, apparently. 
There are scenes in which Navy destroyers appear to throwing 
everything they’ve got against the decidedly uncute, not-E.T. 
aliens. 

Berg admitted that one of the liberties he took was 
showing the ships pushing out more all-at-once firepower than 
would be possible in reality. 

Another Hollywood liberty: body doubles for the ships. 
The crew filmed aboard the San Diego-based destroyer 
Benfold while in Hawaii, but in the movie the Benfold appears 
as the John Paul Jones. 

Still, Hwang said, “Not just the fact that our personnel, 
the uniform, is showcased, but the fact that the capability of 
our ships is illustrated in the movie, I think is a great example 
of why we decided to support it.” 

Also, Secretary of the Navy Ray Mabus got a cameo in a 
scene with Liam Neeson, who plays the four-star admiral 
directing the war games. Mabus also has appeared in the 
Navy-themed TV series “NCIS.” 

“Battleship” is playing well with local Navy audiences, 
which might be the movie’s biggest fans or harshest critics. 
Some who expected to lob tomatoes said they were surprised 
to find that the sci-fi caper seemed watchable and even 
entertaining. 

At a packed screening Friday on the San Diego Naval 
Base, Berg introduced the film. 

“Who wants to see a movie about an aircraft carrier?” he 
asked. 

Crickets. 
Berg knew his crowd, which was made up of Sailors who 

serve on destroyers, cruisers and frigates. These ships, the so-
called small boys of the U.S. fleet, often sail alongside the 
Navy’s showboat, the carrier. But they rarely get the glory. 

In “Battleship” — through a plot twist and probably 
because of the requirements of the title — these war vessels 
are the stars. 

“Hollywood has a whole new reputation with the armed 
forces. There was a time when Hollywood was making movies 
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and we didn’t see eye to eye,” Berg told the Sailors. “Those 
days are long gone. Hollywood knows what you do and loves 
what you do.” 

Perhaps. The $210 million movie has already netted $170 
million in overseas ticket sales. 

Return to Index 
 

3. USS Constitution Sailors Participating In Spokane Navy Week 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 14 MAY 12) ... USS Constitution Public Affairs 

SPOKANE, Wash. -- Sailors assigned to USS 
Constitution are participating in Spokane Navy Week, May 
14-20. 

Sailors will kick off their participation with an interactive 
history presentation about Constitution at Medical Lake 
Middle School in Medical Lake, Wash. They will also provide 
presentations at Mountainside and Horizon Middle Schools 
later in the week. 

"Participating in the Spokane Navy Week affords USS 
Constitution's Sailors the opportunity to present the rich 
history of the ship to the populous of an area in the United 
States that may not have any exposure to it," said Lt. Albert R. 
Sharlow, USS Constitution operations officer. "The ship 
stands as a symbol of dedication, pride and service for this 
entire country, and it's our job as members of her crew to 
promote that message as widely as possible." 

Sailors will also share their experiences of serving in the 
Navy and aboard Constitution to children at Boys and Girls 
Clubs. 

"I hope by participating in this Navy week that we are 
able to greatly enhance the public's knowledge and 
appreciation of the U.S. military," said Master-at-Arms 1st 
Class (EXW/SW) Marina Chavez. 

Additionally, Constitution Sailors will support 
humanitarian projects for organizations such as Habitat for 

Humanity, Second Harvest Food Bank and a Caps for Kids 
event in which Navy ballcaps will be given to pediatric 
patients suffering with lifelong or chronic illnesses. They will 
also serve as the honor guard detail at a Spokane Shock arena 
football game. 

This is the third of eight Navy Weeks Constitution Sailors 
are scheduled to participate in throughout 2012, celebrating 
the bicentennial of the War of 1812. They performed similar 
activities during Phoenix Navy Week, March 26-30, and New 
Orleans Navy Week, April 16-22. 

The primary purpose of Navy Week is to increase Navy 
awareness by presenting the Navy to Americans who live in 
cities that normally do not have a significant naval presence. 
Spokane Navy Week will showcase the mission, capabilities 
and achievements of the U.S. Navy and provide residents the 
opportunity to meet Sailors firsthand. 

Constitution is the world's oldest commissioned warship 
afloat and welcomes more than 500,000 visitors per year. She 
defended the sea lanes against threat from 1797 to 1855, much 
like the mission of today's Navy. America's Navy: Keeping the 
sea free for more than 200 years. 

Constitution's mission today is to offer community 
outreach and education about the ship's history. 

Return to Index 
 
 

CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
4. USS New Orleans And USS Pearl Harbor Arrive In Thailand 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 14 MAY 12) ... Amphibious Squadron 5 Public Affairs 

PHUKET, Thailand -- The amphibious transport dock 
ship USS New Orleans (LPD 18), the amphibious dock 
landing ship USS Pearl Harbor (LSD 52), along with 
embarked Marines assigned to the 11th Marine Expeditionary 
Unit (11th MEU), arrived in Phuket, Thailand May 14, for a 
scheduled port visit. 

The ships anchored off the coast of Phuket for what will 
be each crew's first port visit since departing the U.S. 5th Fleet 
area of responsibility May 8. 

New Orleans and Pearl Harbor spent more than four 
months conducting maritime security operations and theater 
security cooperation efforts in 5th Fleet. 

USS Pearl Harbor Commanding Officer, Cmdr. Homer 
Denius, said the visit is a welcomed break for the Sailors and 
Marines aboard. 

"It's a chance for our Sailors and Marines to experience 
the incredible culture of Thailand, in the spirit of goodwill and 
friendship," said Denius. 

This will be Denius's first visit to Phuket, although he has 
visited Pattaya before. 

"I look forward to expanding my experience of Thailand 
in Phuket," he said. "I know our Sailors and Marines are going 
to enjoy participating in community service projects, taking 

tours, shopping in the markets and meeting the friendly 
people." 

Denius will also visit with members of Thailand's Navy 
and other local officials during the visit. 

"Thailand is the United States' oldest friend in Asia and 
it's important that we continue to foster this close 
relationship," he said. "These close ties allow us to understand 
both of our country's interests and find more common ground 
to expand our friendship." 

Commanding Officer of Pearl Harbor's embarked Combat 
Logistics Battalion 11, Lt. Col. Andrew Bergen echoed the 
thoughts of Denius. 

"We are excited to learn about the culture and enjoy 
Thailand, a beautiful land with which the United States has a 
friendship dating to early 1800s," said Bergen. "We hope to 
make new friends and strengthen the bonds we have through 
community relations projects and when enjoying some time 
off in this wonderful country." 

Community service activities will include painting at the 
Soi Dog Foundation, a not-for-profit organization that helps 
homeless, neglected and abused dogs and cats, as well as 
doing minor facility repair and painting at the Home & Life 
Orphanage and a local international school. 
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"We have some great opportunities to be good 
ambassadors, I think it's really important to see out side of the 
place we're going to visit," said Lt. Daniel Spies, a Navy 
chaplain assigned to the 11th MEU and embarked aboard New 
Orleans. "It'll take us off the beaten path of all the tourist trails 
and give us an opportunity to what some of these 
organizations are doing for the local community." 

In addition to the community service projects, Sailors and 
Marines will experience Thai culture through tours offered by 
the ship's morale, welfare and recreation (MWR) department. 

MWR tours will feature a variety of options showcasing 
the country's culture and landscape. Tours included area trip to 

Phuket's Wat Chalong monestary, a day long big fishing 
adventure in Chalong bay and an elephant ride through the 
rain forest. 

"Thailand is one of my favorite ports to visit, I've been 
here five times," said Interior Communications Electrician 1st 
Class Jomel Jones, a New Orleans Sailor. "Every time I go, I 
always have a great time. It's a beautiful country with great 
beaches, friendly people and outstanding food." 

New Orleans and Pearl Harbor, along with the embarked 
11th MEU are part of the Makin Island Amphibious Ready 
Group, which is deployed to the U.S. 7th Fleet area of 
operations. 

Return to Index 
 

5. North Carolina Visits Subic Bay During Western Pacific Deployment 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 13 MAY 12) ... Lt. Lara Bollinger, Submarine Group 7 Public Affairs 

SUBIC BAY, Republic of the Philippines -- The Virginia 
class fast attack submarine USS North Carolina (SSN 777) 
arrived at Subic Bay May 13, as part of her Western Pacific 
deployment. 

With a crew of 133, North Carolina has conducted a 
series of missions showcasing the latest capabilities of the 
submarine force. 

"The crew is proud of our recent contributions as part of 
our country's commitment to maintaining freedom of 
navigation, peace and stability in the region," said Cmdr. 
Richard Rhinehart, North Carolina's commanding officer. 

North Carolina is the fourth submarine in the Virginia 
class, the Navy's newest class of submarine and the first ship 
designed for the post Cold-War environment. She is designed 
to operate with stealth, agility and endurance in the world's 
littoral regions, as well as the deep oceans. During this maiden 
deployment, her crew provided the value of the ship and their 
training by completing a wide variety of missions assigned by 
their operational commander. 

"Everyone is looking forward to some good liberty, rest 
and relaxation during our port visit here in Subic Bay," said 
chief of the boat, master chief Jon Consford. "The crew has 

worked hard and developed tremendously as a team over the 
last five and a half months. I could not be prouder to have had 
the chance to serve with some of the finest Sailors our nation 
has sent to sea." 

Machinist's mate 2nd class (submarine service) Allan 
Pruter says he is excited to visit the country that his family is 
from. 

"My family is from the Philippines and I'm the only one 
who's never been there," Pruter said. "I'm very excited to have 
this opportunity to visit, especially after working so hard 
during this deployment." 

Measuring more than 350 feet long and weighing more 
than 7,800 tons when submerged, North Carolina is one of the 
stealthiest, most technologically advanced submarines in the 
world. She brings to the region the capability to conduct the 
full spectrum of potential submarine missions including anti-
submarine warfare, anti-surface ship warfare, strike, naval 
special warfare involving special operations forces, 
intelligence, surveillance, and reconnaissance, and mine 
warfare. 

North Carolina is homeported in Pearl Harbor, HI and 
was commissioned in 2008. 
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6. USS Underwood Arrives In Peru 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 14 MAY 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Stuart Phillips, Southern Seas 2012 Public Affairs 

CALLAO, Peru -- The Oliver Hazard Perry-class frigate 
USS Underwood (FFG 36) arrived in Callao, Peru, in 
preparation for UNITAS Pacific 53-12, May 12. 

Sailors lined the rails in their dress whites while 
Underwood announced her arrival with a 40mm saluting 
battery as it entered the channel to the port city. 

While in port, Underwood Sailors will engage in an 
opening and closing ceremony, a wreath-laying ceremony and 
a community relations event. 

"We're setting up for a few receptions and pre-event 
exercises to get us prepped for the big muscle movements that 
are going to be happening out to sea here in a couple of days," 
said Lt. Dustin Schultz, Underwood's navigation officer. 

A wreath-laying ceremony will be held in honor of 
Peruvian national hero, Adm. Miguel Grau at the Peruvian 
Naval Academy. Underwood Sailors will also participate in a 
friendly sports competition with Peruvian, Chilean, 
Ecuadorian and Mexican sailors. 

"It's always nice to get off the boat and play against these 
other countries," said Electrician's Mate 3rd Class (SW) 
Stephen McGiverin, who has had the opportunity to play 
against South American navies in the past. "Afterwards we 
normally have some time to talk to them. I like being able to 
do things with other navies." 

Underwood will remain in port several days before sailing 
with partner nation navies to participate in joint-naval 
exercises at sea. 

Return to Index 
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7. Pelicans Like Ike 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 14 MAY 12) ... Lt.j.g. Matt Melfa, Patrol Squadron 45 Public Affairs 

MAYPORT, Fla -- The Pelicans of P-3C Orion Patrol 
Squadron (VP) 45 continue to play an integral role in Carrier 
Strike Group 8's composite unit training exercise 
(COMPTUEX). 

The ongoing 24-day exercise spans waters and airspace 
from the Chesapeake Bay to Florida's Space Coast, to simulate 
a modern conflict against symmetric and asymmetric forces. 

"I've enjoyed the chance to be a part of something that 
involves the rest of the Navy," said Lt.j.g. John Leeds, VP-45 
navigation and communication officer. "Most of the time we 
are out there alone and unafraid, so it's interesting to see how 
the P-3 fits in to the greater warfighting capabilities of the 
Navy." 

The exercise is designed to mirror the entire spectrum of 
warfare that the strike group can face on today's oceans and 
battlefields. The Pelicans have been supporting round-the-
clock flight operations to participate in the exercise. 

The P-3's missions in the strike group include anti-
submarine warfare, water space sanitization for a simulated 
strait transits and intelligence, surveillance, and 
reconnaissance collection on land based and maritime targets. 

COMPTUEX includes participants from all of the Navy's 
warfare communities, as well as components from the Spanish 
Navy, Brazilian Navy and contract aggressor air units. Cmdr. 
Michael Vitali, VP-45's executive officer has been aboard 
USS Dwight D. Eisenhower (CVN 69) for the exercise to 
provide P-3 strategic advisement and liaise between the 

squadron and the strike group regarding maritime patrol 
support. 

"I love seeing the Orion at work," said Vitali. "It's 
amazing how the P-3's capabilities can extend the eyes of the 
strike group beyond the horizon so that they have a perfect 
picture of any potential maritime threats long before they 
arrive. I couldn't be more proud of the work the Pelicans are 
doing out here." 

The culmination of VP-45's involvement of the exercise 
came when they flew on the BMS Tikuna, a Brazilian Type-
209 submarine. The Tikuna played the role of an enemy 
submarine force attempting to infiltrate the strike group water-
space to gather intelligence and carry off a torpedo attack on 
the strike group's surface assets. VP-45 aircrew demonstrated 
the unsurpassed airborne anti-submarine warfare capabilities 
of the P-3 when they held the Tikuna in contact for six hours 
and delivered four successful torpedo attacks on the boat. 

"With the widespread proliferation of submarine 
technology in the 21st century, this exercise emphasized how 
indispensable the P-3 is to strike group operations, despite 
being one of the oldest airframes in the Navy's inventory," 
said Lt.j.g. Matt Melfa, a member of VP-45. 

COMPTUEX is designed to test and evaluate the 
cooperation and operational capabilities of participating units, 
ensuring preparation and qualification for upcoming 
deployments. The exercise has included more than 15 U.S. 
and foreign ships operating together through a dynamic 
scenario. 
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8. Navy: USS Carl Vinson On Its Way Home 
San Diego-Based Aircraft Carrier Was Serving In Arabian Sea, Persian Gulf 
(KGTV ABC SAN DIEGO 14 MAY 12) 

SAN DIEGO -- The San Diego-based aircraft carrier USS 
Carl Vinson has crossed the international dateline and is on its 
way home after serving in the Arabian Sea and Persian Gulf, 
the Navy announced Monday. 

Command over the vessel has transferred from the Fifth 
and Seventh fleets, which cover the Middle East and western 
Pacific, to the Third Fleet, which is responsible for the eastern 
and northern Pacific, according to the Navy. 

No homecoming date has been publicly announced. 
"The dedication demonstrated by every Sailor up and 

down the chain of command was the key factor in 

accomplishing every mission objective for our time in the 
Fifth and Seventh fleets," said the Vinson's commanding 
officer, Capt. Kent Whalen. "With our return to Third Fleet, 
our focus may have changed but our mission-ready mindset 
continues." 

The Vinson is accompanied by the guided-missile 
destroyer USS Halsey and guided-missile cruiser USS Bunker 
Hill. 

Fliers, ground crew and aircraft of Air Wing 17 are 
serving aboard the aircraft carrier, after having flown more 
than 1,000 sorties in support of NATO forces in Afghanistan. 
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9. McCain: U.S. Can't Let China 'Do As They Please' While Smaller Countries Suffer 
(THE HILL 14 MAY 12) ... Carlo Munoz 

The United States must ensure that China cannot "do as 
they please" while smaller Asian countries suffer, Sen. John 
McCain (R-Ariz.) said Monday in a Washington speech. 

McCain said tensions over the South China Sea between 
China and several other countries highlight the need for an 
increased U.S. presence in the region. 

Peacefully resolving that fight is one of several "major 
tests" facing the United States as it shifts its focus from the 
Middle East to the Pacific, McCain said in a speech at the 
Center for Strategic and International Studies. 

The lawmaker was quick to point out he was not 
advocating direct U.S. action in the South China Sea. But he 
did note the White House's decision to increase its Pacific 
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presence will be a much-needed check to Chinese aggression 
there and elsewhere in the region. 

America's role, in some way, should ensure that rising 
powers such as China cannot just "do as they please [while] 
smaller states suffer," McCain said. 

Increased focus on the Pacific was the cornerstone of 
President Obama's new national security strategy unveiled in 
February. 

In April, Beijing sent three warships to a section of the 
South China Sea, off the northwest coast of the Philippines, to 
support a Chinese fishing ship being detained by the 
Philippine navy. 

Claiming territorial sovereignty over the coastal waters 
where the Chinese fishing vessel was detained, Manila has 
deployed an additional warship to the area. 

As that standoff continues, Beijing's continued investment 
in advanced military hardware, from fifth-generation fighters 
to aircraft carriers, has only fueled those tensions. 

However, the Pentagon thinks U.S. participation in an 
international treaty that would set up a type of common law 
for the world's oceans could be the key to solving the South 
China Sea problem. 

The pact, known as the "Law of the Sea" treaty, would 
essentially establish the rules of the road for the United States 
and other countries across the world's waterways. 

Signatories to the treaty would also be part of an 
international forum whose job it would be to resolve territorial 
disputes like the one in the South China Sea. 

Defense Secretary Leon Panetta argued last Wednesday 
that the treaty would be vital in "underpinning [the] public 
order" on the high seas for the United States and the rest of the 
international community. 

"The time has come for the United States to have a seat at 
the table ... and accede to this important treaty," Panetta said. 

While more than 160 countries have approved the treaty, 
the Senate continues to block ratification of the international 
pact. 

Opponents on Capitol Hill claim ratifying the treaty will 
hamstring U.S. naval operations with unnecessary 
international oversight. 

If Congress agrees to the pact Navy commanders may be 
forced to clear future military operations with other pact 
members before moving forward, critics claim. 

McCain called upon the Senate to take action on ratifying 
the Law of the Sea treaty at a CSIS-sponsored event in June. 
The Arizona Republican took a similar tone during his speech 
Monday. 

While not mentioning the treaty by name, McCain said it 
as time for Congress to "set aside political bickering and 
point-scoring" and commit to a stronger U.S. position in the 
Pacific. 
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10. The Sea Rises In China 
(ASIA TIMES ONLINE 15 MAY 12) ... Brendan O’Reilly 

As throngs of emotional protesters take to the streets of 
Manila to decry Beijing's policy and actions in its ongoing 
maritime dispute with the Philippines, passions are also 
running high in China. 

Both China and the Philippines claim the Scarborough 
Shoal (called Huangyan Island in Chinese) as an integral part 
of their respective nations. China and the Philippines and 
dispatched warships to the area, and nationalistic sentiment 
and rhetoric have been escalating into military threats. 

A recent editorial in the Global Times (a sister daily 
published by the People's Daily - the Chinese Communist 
Party's flagship newspaper), entitled "Peace will be a miracle 
if provocation lasts,” is a fairly representative example of the 
contemporary Chinese viewpoint: 

For China, the standoff over Huangyan Island is a matter 
of sovereignty. And now Manila needs to be defeated in this 
area. Otherwise, harassment from Philippine ships will never 
end if they think it won't cost anything to humiliate China just 
to unite its people. 

The situation has come to a stage where China has to 
ensure a victory, even if it means it may cost more than 
imagined. The lasting crisis will come at the expense of 
China's unity. 

This passage is an excellent summary of China's 
perspective of the dispute. According to the governments of 
both the People's Republic of China (PRC) and the Taiwan-
based Republic of China (ROC), Huangyan Island is an 
integral part of Chinese territory. China views Filipino claims 
to the island and related military activity as a threat to Chinese 
sovereignty and territorial cohesion. 

The struggle for national unity is a central theme in the 
Chinese worldview, especially because of China's painful 
history with foreign powers. The dispute over the Scarborough 
Shoal is seen as a threat to China's integral territory. China's 
government and people are extremely sensitive to this 
perceived menace. For, China has territorial disputes at South 
China Sea with other Southeast Asian countries and at East 
China Sea with Japan, Beijing fears that if it "gives up an inch 
then it would lose a yard." 

And the narrative of the Scarborough Shoal dispute as a 
threat to China's integrity and security is by no means a 
viewpoint emanating solely from the higher echelons of 
government and the media. Indeed, many common Chinese 
people are inclined to take a harder line on the dispute than 
their government itself. I recently asked a Chinese friend 
about the ongoing dispute, and he, who declined to be 
identified, told me "Everyone wants to go to war with the 
Philippines. They say the government is being too weak." I 
asked him why a dispute over a small island has taken on such 
significance. He said, "Chinese people care much about face, 
and the Philippines is a small country." 

Many Chinese people believe their country is not being 
treated with due respect as a fast growing regional and global 
power, and they are willing to risk war to prove both their new 
military prowess and their longstanding determination to 
preserve Chinese sovereignty. Indeed, it seems that the 
Chinese street is taking a harder line than their government. 

Interestingly, the Chinese also view Filipino claims to the 
area and the confrontation with China as a political exercise 
meant to unite the Filipino people and distract from domestic 
issues. 
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Enter The Eagle 
The United States has a clear interest in this conflict. It is 

the stated objective of the Obama administration to "lock in" 
U.S. dominance of the Asia-Pacific. The U.S. and the 
Philippines have extensive diplomatic, cultural, and military 
ties. Secretary of State Hillary Clinton, in a recent trip to 
Manila, displayed implicit U.S. backing for the Philippines' 
territorial claims by referring to the South China Sea as the 
"West Philippines Sea.” 

U.S. Defense Secretary Leon Panetta used the dispute to 
push for the American Senate to ratify the United Nations Law 
of the Sea. This move would open up the way for greater U.S. 
Navy patrols in South China Sea. At a recent Senate hearing, 
Panetta expressed warnings of increasing "gunboat 
diplomacy" by rival claimants to disputed maritime areas. 
Furthermore, the U.S. is sending its top-of-the-line Littoral 
Combat Ships into the region. 

The use of the phrase "gunboat diplomacy" to refer to 
Chinese actions will probably not sit well with the Chinese 
public. The Chinese consider the Huangyan Island part of 
Chinese territory, therefore they do not view their reaction to 
the current dispute as an exercise in aggressive military 
display or adventurism Furthermore the Chinese nation 
suffered extensively from the classic gunboat diplomacy of 
Western powers. The U.S. sending advanced naval forces into 
the area thousands of miles from America's shores while 
decrying "gunboat diplomacy" is likely to further stir up 
nationalist sentiment in China. 

The Bottom Line 
Despite the rising tensions in the South China Sea, 

military conflict seems still far from inevitable. The Chinese 
government and the Philippines have recently resumed 
diplomatic contact in the Chinese embassy in Manila. (The 
Philippines had cut off official dialogue in late April). A face-
saving solution may yet be available for both sides. 

Significantly, the Chinese media have focused on the 
ongoing dispute's negative impact on the Philippines' 
economy. As the Chinese embassy in Manila warns of 
"massive anti-Chinese protests" and advises its citizens to stay 
indoors, Chinese travel agencies are canceling trips to the 

Philippines and reimbursing prepaid expenses. Filipino fruit 
exports to China are coming under increased scrutiny. 

As an editorial in China Daily points out: 
It is obvious that a decline in the number of Chinese 

tourists traveling to the Philippines will have a negative effect 
on the country's tourism industry as China is among its top 
four sources of incoming international tourists. But this is only 
the tip of an iceberg in the overall interaction between the two 
countries. In2011, bilateral trade set a historical record to 
reach $30 billion. Beijing is Manila's third largest trading 
partner. Against such a rosy picture, the Philippine's GDP 
growth rate slipped to 3.7 percent in 2011,compared to 7.6 
percent in 2010, and the government is facing a great deal of 
pressure from the public to improve the domestic situation. 

Economic power, rather than military might, is the 
backbone of China's foreign policy. The Chinese government 
is aware that any military conflict between China and the 
Philippines will have serious repercussions for China's 
international image. The Chinese leadership has gone to some 
length to reassure neighboring countries of its plans for a 
"Peaceful Rise." The soft power of mutual economic self-
interest may be more effective than military coercion as a 
bargaining tool with other nations. 

Even as the rhetoric escalates, moves are being made for 
economic integration and mutual-benefit. Manuel Pangilinan, 
one of the wealthiest Filipino captains of industry and the 
chair of Philex Mining Corporation, has called for joint 
development of a large deposit of natural gas with the China 
National Offshore Oil Corporation within the disputed South 
China Sea. Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesman Hong Lei 
reacted positively, saying: "Beijing is willing to talk with 
Manila about the joint development, and the key is that the 
Philippine side should be sincere..." 

A continued paradigm of confrontation is not the only 
possible outcome to the ongoing crisis. Bilateral territorial 
disputes may be a zero-sum game, but economic development 
is not. Mutually beneficial, face-saving measures can be taken 
by both sides to exploit the resources of the South China Sea 
while avoiding a confrontation that no one will win. Indeed, as 
my Chinese friend told me: "The people are angry, but the 
government leaders know war will have no benefit." 
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11. Is China About To Get Its Military Jet Engine Program Off The Ground? 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 14 MAY 12) ... Gabe Collins and Andrew Erickson 

Tensions in the South China Sea—most recently with the 
Philippines—and Beijing’s unease about Washington’s 
renewed strategic focus on Asia are likely to strengthen calls 
from the People’s Liberation Army (PLA) for more modern 
fighters and strike aircraft. 

Russia has historically supplied the high performance 
military jet engines that power these craft. However, China’s 
defense industry is working hard to become capable of mass 
producing Chinese-made military jet engines in order to end 
dependence on Russia, give China maximum strategic 
flexibility, and begin to compete with Russian-made combat 
aircraft in export markets. 

But how soon is China’s domestic jet engine effort likely 
to achieve lift-off? 

China’s inability to domestically mass-produce modern 
high-performance jet engines has been a persistent Achilles 

heel of the Chinese military aerospace sector. Although 
Chinese military engineers have made progress is building jet 
engines, the effort continues to suffer from problems with 
standardization and a shortage of skilled workers, in addition 
to an inability to consistently produce high quality turbine 
blades. Indeed, a recent article in People’s Daily quotes 
Russian sources saying China can copy most parts of the AL-
31 engines that power much of China’s J-10 and J-11 fighter 
fleets, but still must import turbine blades from Russia. 

The problems have likely slowed development and 
production of the J-15, J-20, and other late-generation tactical 
aircraft and are now attracting political attention at the highest 
levels. 

In late 2010, President Hu Jintao gave Gan Xiaohua, chief 
engineer of the Air Force Armament Research Institute, an 
award in recognition of his 26 years of work on China’s 
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military jet engine programs. High-level leadership 
engagement is important to help break down bureaucratic 
barriers that Mr. Gan says have hindered China’s ability to 
take a more integrated approach to building a jet engine 
industrial base and production infrastructure. 

Despite the increased attention and resources China has 
focused on the manufacturing of jet engines, Mr. Gan’s 
concerns appear to remain valid. Engine production facilities 
remain geographically divided between the cities of Shenyang 
(Liaoning Province), Xi’an (Shaanxi Province) and Anshun 
(Guizhou province). This organizational structure produces 
more micro-level, but less macro-level, “competition” than 
Western norms. In addition, publicly reported figures 
concerning numbers of Chinese personnel working on 
particular programs appear surprisingly low by Western 
standards—unless there are significant “off balance sheet” 
resources somewhere else. 

With jet engines, “Western standards” would appear to 
remain relevant, as the world’s few top jet engine producers 
are all located in the U.S. and Western Europe (with Russia a 
distant second in quality). Lack of cooperation and 
coordination among the various branches of the PLA the jet 
engine end-users, appears to be a problem. Localized 
bargaining and patronage may produce duplication of effort, 
mismanagement of resources and increased time-to-market. 
Dispersing resources among competing research entities to the 
extent that China does may be counterproductive, particularly 
at this stage of development. 

The Soviet defense industrial base, on which China’s was 
originally modeled, failed in precisely this area: Talented 
designers and technicians presided over balkanized “feudal” 
design bureaus and irregularly-linked production facilities. 
Lack of standardization and quality control rendered that 
system less than the sum of its parts, helping the U.S. to win 
the space race with its superior systems integration—as 
facilitated by such private corporations as AT&T. 

One of China’s great theoretical advantages over earlier 
Soviet efforts—widespread access to and exploitation of 
foreign technology—has worked in other areas previously, but 
it may prove problematic in practice when developing and 
producing systems as complex and demanding as high 
performance jet engines. 

Standardization and integration, essential for jet engine 
development, may suffer particularly from an ad hoc, eclectic 
approach to strategic technology development and acquisition. 

Without advanced quality management practices such as Six 
Sigma or Total Quality Management (TQM), sophisticated 
components and systems design and integration capabilities, 
and an organizational culture that ensures honest reporting of 
problems, China’s technology will not add up to high-
performance engines in practice. And with jet engines, there is 
little if any room for error or substandard approaches. 

China’s ability to resolve the domestic engine production 
problem matters because if China’s engine makers can attain 
the technical capability level that U.S. manufacturers had 20 
years ago, China will be able to power its latest-generation 
fighter and strike aircraft with domestically-made engines. 

The new J-20 strike fighter program (first unveiled during 
Defense Secretary Gates’ January 2011 visit to China), 
especially needs domestic engine development and production 
breakthroughs because Russia appears reluctant to sell the 
high-powered engines that could enable the J-20 to 
supercruise (sustain supersonic flight without using inefficient 
afterburners) and thereby match the performance of the 
world’s most modern fighters such as the Lockheed Martin F-
22 and Sukhoi T-50/PAK FA. Such developments would help 
cement China as a formidable regional air power and deserve 
close attention from policymakers. 

However, evidence still suggests that China’s main 
military jet engine maker—Aviation Industry Corporation of 
China (AVIC)—is struggling to maintain consistent quality 
control as it scales up production of the WS-10 Taihang 
turbofan that China hopes to use to power more of its fighter 
fleet. This issue is causing problems with reliability and 
keeping China’s tactical aircraft heavily reliant on imported 
Russian engines. China’s July 2011 order of 123 additional 
AL-31 jet engines supports the view that domestically-made 
engines still are not good enough to rely on as the mainstay to 
power Chinese fighters. 

The latest jet engine import numbers suggest Chinese 
engines may now power roughly 20% of the country’s most 
modern fighters and strike aircraft as well as the JF-17 fighters 
it is exporting to Pakistan. That means at least 80% of China’s 
tactical aircraft fleet runs on Russian-made engines and will 
likely continue to rely substantially on imported Russian 
engines to support its tactical aircraft programs over the next 
two years. China’s high-performance jet engine programs are 
nearing takeoff but they, and China’s development of a more 
competitive precision manufacturing sector, appear to still 
have some additional runway ahead of them. 
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12. Taiwan Deploying More 'Carrier Killers': Report 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 14 MAY 12) 

TAIPEI — Taiwan is arming more of its fleet with its 
new "carrier killer" anti-ship missiles as China conducts 
further sea trials of its first aircraft carrier, local media said 
Monday. 

Five of the Taiwanese navy's eight Perry-class frigates 
have been armed with the supersonic Hsiung Ffeng (Brave 
Wind) III weapons, the Taipei-based China Times said. 

Some of its smaller patrol boats have also been equipped 
with the missiles, which are designed to cruise at a speed of 
Mach 2.0, or twice the speed of sound, with a range of up to 
130 kilometres (80 miles), the newspaper said. 

The defence ministry declined to comment on the report. 

The China Times said the navy plans to deploy 120 such 
missiles -- dubbed "aircraft carrier killers" by their developer -
- in a project costing an estimated Tw$12 billion ($400 
million). 

The missiles were first unveiled by Taiwan in August last 
year on the same day that China began sea trials for its first 
aircraft carrier, a reconditioned 1980s-era warship originally 
commissioned by the Soviet navy. 

China has conducted seven sea trials of the ship since 
mid-2011, the paper said, without identifying its source. 

Taiwan's defence ministry has expressed alarm at China's 
recent naval expansion, although one expert said the People's 
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Liberation Army (PLA) was still years away from operating a 
fully-equipped aircraft carrier. 

Kevin Cheng, editor-in-chief of the Taipei-based Asia-
Pacific Defense Magazine, told AFP: "It will take the PLA at 
least five years to operate a carrier group with full combat 
capability." 

The biggest challenge to the navy will be the 
implementation of software, he added. 

Ties between China and Taiwan have improved 
significantly since the Beijing-friendly Ma Ying-jeou became 
the island's president in 2008, vowing to adopt a non-
confrontational policy towards the mainland. 

But China still regards Taiwan as part of its territory 
awaiting reunification, by force if necessary, although the 
island has governed itself since the two sides separated in 
1949 after a long civil war. 
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13. N. Korea Stops Sending Out GPS Jamming Signals Against S. Korea: Source 
(YONHAP NEWS AGENCY (S. KOREA) 15 MAY 12) 

SEOUL -- North Korea appears to have stopped jamming 
satellite signals in an apparent attempt to disrupt air and 
maritime traffic navigation systems in parts of South Korea, a 
high-ranking government source in Seoul said Tuesday. 

The North has been blamed for global positioning system 
(GPS) disruptions that affected hundreds of commercial flights 
and ships in and out of South Korea since April 28, although 
no damage was caused as all had backup navigational systems. 

"GPS jamming signals from North Korea have not been 
detected since May 14," the source said on condition of 
anonymity, adding the South's military is keeping "close 
watch" on the North's activities. 

The source did not rule out the possibility North Korea 
could send such signals again. 

The South's military is analyzing why North Korea sent 
the GPS jamming signals from its western border city of 
Kaesong, officials said. 

The signal-scrambling may have been intended to "test 
electronic warfare devices by the North Korean military or 
block mobile phone signals inside the North," said an official 
at the South's military, who also spoke on the condition of 
anonymity. 

"We are closely watching activities in military units in 
Kaesong where the signals were detected as originating," the 
military official said. 

On Monday, South Korean President Lee Myung-bak and 
Chinese President Hu Jintao held talks in Beijing and pledged 
to cooperate closely to deal "more effectively" with North 
Korea, Lee's office said, as concern grows Pyongyang could 
stage additional provocations after last month's rocket launch. 

The North's GPS attacks began after Pyongyang voiced 
anger at what it called insulting remarks made by South 
Korean leaders in connection with its failed rocket launch and 
costly birthday anniversary celebrations for late founding 
leader Kim Il-sung. 

Lee estimated the costs of the rocket launch at US$850 
million and said the North could have been better spent the 
money to feed its hungry people. 

North Korea vowed retaliations, threatening last month to 
launch "special military actions" to reduce the Lee government 
to ashes in minutes. Seoul officials said the GPS attacks 
appear to be part of the North's latest threats. 

Pyongyang has been blamed for jamming GPS signals in 
South Korea since 2010. 

GPS is a satellite-based navigation system widely used by 
aircraft, ships and the military as well as private vehicle 
owners. 

South Korean military fighters, cargo planes and precise 
guided bombs are not affected by the disruption of GPS 
signals as they are equipped with military-only satellite 
navigation systems, officials said. 
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14. U.S. In Final Talks With Japan To Sell F-35 Fighter At Over 10 Bil. Yen 
(KYODO NEWS 14 MAY 12) 

WASHINGTON -- The United States is in final talks with 
Japan to sell the first four F-35 stealth fighters to Japan by 
fiscal 2016 for more than 10 billion yen per aircraft, sources 
familiar with the matter said. 

The Japanese government was planning to buy the F-35 
fighter for 9.9 billion yen apiece, but has come to terms with 
the price hike of several hundred million yen, the sources said. 

The U.S. and Japanese governments aim to sign a contract 
in late June for Tokyo's purchase of the four fighters by the 
March 2017 end of fiscal 2016, they said. 

The Japanese government allocated 60 billion yen in the 
fiscal 2012 budget for the purchase of four F-35 fighters, 
including equipment and training, and plans to meet the 

budget by cutting other costs to make up for the fighter's price 
hike. 

The Japanese government plans to eventually procure 42 
F-35 fighters as Japan's next-generation mainstay fighter, but 
it is difficult for it to calculate costs to procure the 38 other 
fighters as the United States and other counties which co-
developed the fighter are moving to review their 
procurements. 

The U.S. government also reported to Congress earlier 
this month that the total cost of the 42 fighters, equipment, 
pilot training and other expenses is estimated at about 800 
billion yen. 
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15. Foreign Force Strikes Somali Pirate Land Base 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 15 MAY 12) ... Laurent Thomet 

An international naval force struck Somali pirate assets on 
land for the first time on Tuesday, marking a major escalation 

in the fight against the scourge of piracy plaguing vital 
shipping lanes. 
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A European naval helicopter fired a volley against pirate 
skiffs stowed away on a beach in Somalia's central Galmudug 
region in a carefully planned operation, a spokesman for the 
EU's naval mission told AFP. 

An armada of ships from NATO and European Union 
nations has battled pirates at sea since 2008, but the EU 
decided to step up the fight in March by authorising strikes on 
assets stored on land. 

"We believe this action by the EU Naval Force will 
further increase the pressure on, and disrupt pirates' efforts to 
get out to sea to attack merchant shipping and dhows," said the 
EU force's commander, Rear Admiral Duncan Potts. 

Somali pirates use small skiffs, grappling hooks and 
rocket-propelled grenades to hijack ships and take hostages in 
return for ransom. The EU says eight vessels and 235 sailors 
are currently still held hostage. 

"Piracy continues to adversely affect shipping in the 
region, threatening peaceful commerce, weakening and 
undermining the economy of neighbouring countries," said a 
spokesman for EU foreign policy chief Catherine Ashton. 

Somali attacks cost the world nearly $7 billion (5.5 billion 
euros) in 2011, including more than $2 billion for military 
operations, armed guards and equipment to protect ships, 
according to the US-based Oceans Beyond Piracy monitoring 
group. 

The new EU mandate allows warships or aircraft to fire at 
fuel barrels, boats, trucks or other equipment stowed on 
beaches, but it is not aimed at hitting the pirates themselves. It 
also bars the deployment of land troops. 

"The local Somali people and fishermen -- many of whom 
have suffered so much because of piracy in the region, can be 
reassured that our focus was on known pirate supplies and will 
remain so in the future," Potts said. 

The EU naval force said no Somalis were injured in 
Tuesday's strike and that the helicopter returned safely after 
the operation. 

"This kind of action is very carefully considered," said 
Timo Lange, a spokesman for the EU mission. 

The EU's Operation Atalanta has deployed between five 
and 10 warships off the Somali coast since 2008 to escort 
humanitarian aid shipments and thwart pirate raids on 
commercial vessels using the busy sea route. 

A spokesman refused to disclose the nationality of the 
helicopter used in the attack, but nine EU warships are 
currently deployed by France, Germany, Spain, Portugal, Italy 
and The Netherlands. 

Several other nations, including Russia and China, also 
provide protection for their ships as they pass through the busy 
shipping route through the Gulf of Aden and the Indian Ocean. 
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16. Saudi Arabia Seeks Union Of Monarchies In Region 
(NEW YORK TIMES 15 MAY 12) ... Kareem Fahim and David D. Kirkpatrick 

MANAMA, Bahrain — Saudi Arabia pushed ahead 
Monday with efforts to forge a single federation with its five 
Persian Gulf neighbors as the conservative monarchy seeks to 
build a new bulwark against the waves of change sweeping the 
Middle East. 

The Saudi foreign minister, Prince Saud al-Faisal, said 
after a meeting in Riyadh of the loosely allied, six-nation Gulf 
Cooperation Council that the group had distributed a draft plan 
for the union to its members’ foreign ministers to review so 
they could resolve any issues. “I am hoping that the six 
countries will unite in the next meeting,” he said. 

Several smaller gulf states have publicly balked at the 
idea, fearing Saudi domination of the group. The fact that no 
agreement was announced Monday, as some had expected, 
seemed to signal deep misgivings among several of Saudi 
Arabia’s neighbors. But Prince Saud’s public push forward 
despite their opposition underscored the kingdom’s continuing 
scramble — with diplomacy, money and even arms — to 
preserve or rebuild what it can of the old regional order in the 
wake of the Arab uprisings. 

Saudi Arabia’s rulers fear that the contagion of popular 
revolt could reach their country’s borders and stir its own 
disenfranchised citizens and residents, including dissidents, 
members of minority groups and foreign workers, analysts 
said. “They don’t want the spirit of our uprising to reach their 
shores,” said Sayed Hadi al-Mosawi, a Bahraini opposition 
politician. 

The move also highlights the Saudi monarchy’s 
preoccupation with its regional rival, Iran, which has been 
reflected in a series of Saudi interventions that have taken on 
distinctly sectarian overtones, including its support for Sunni 

opposition groups in Syria and its military intervention last 
spring on behalf of the Sunni monarchy in Bahrain. 

Thousands of Saudi troops rolled into Bahrain last year to 
help Bahrain’s monarch put down a popular uprising led by 
members of the country’s Shiite majority. Bahrain, which is 
linked by a bridge to Saudi Arabia, is virtually the only 
country publicly endorsing the Saudi push for a tighter 
regional federation. In a statement released on Monday, the 
king of Bahrain, Hamad bin Isa al-Khalifa, said, “We are 
looking forward to the establishment of the Gulf Union.” 

Several Bahraini opposition activists rejected the idea and 
suggested it was not only government opponents who feared a 
closer union with its far more conservative neighbor. “We 
don’t want to be subsumed by Saudi Arabia,” said Ala’a 
Shehabi, a writer and opposition activist. 

And several other states — including Kuwait, Qatar and 
Oman, have so far shown little enthusiasm for the kind of 
tighter union Saudi Arabia is pushing, perhaps modeled on the 
European Union. 

“Each of them has its own reason not to be very warm to 
the idea of a more empowered Saudi Arabia,” said Emile 
Hokayem, a Middle East analyst with the International 
Institute for Strategic Studies who is based in Manama. 
“Those tensions have been around forever, but what’s 
different at this point is a number of countries don’t feel they 
need a Saudi security umbrella. They’re quite ambitious 
independently. They know how to leverage their wealth. It 
doesn’t make sense to throw their lot right now in with Saudi 
Arabia.” 

Saudi Arabia has already made moves to try to stretch the 
Gulf Cooperation Council far beyond its original regional 
mission to try to turn it into an alliance of monarchies that 
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might band together against the democratic trend. Its 
diplomats have made overtures to include the kingdoms of 
Morocco and Jordan. 

Saudi and Kuwaiti officials last year even leaked the idea 
that Egypt might become some kind of member of the group, 
though Egyptian diplomats quickly dismissed the idea. At the 
time, one senior Egyptian official suggested that Egypt’s 
revolution would fundamentally change the nature of the 
relationship with Saudi Arabia, a longtime ally of the deposed 
president, Hosni Mubarak. 

In recent weeks, Egyptians have taken to the streets to 
complain about the alliance, prompting the worst crisis in 
years between the countries. Saudi Arabia withdrew its 
ambassador after Egyptians, angered at the arrest of an 
Egyptian human rights lawyer while visiting Saudi Arabia, 
held protests outside the Saudi Embassy in Cairo. The lawyer, 
Ahmed el-Gizawy, had drawn attention to the detention of 
Egyptian workers in Saudi Arabia, who are employed under a 
restrictive sponsorship system. 

But Egypt’s military rulers, fearful of losing billions of 
dollars in pledged Saudi aid in the midst of a fiscal crisis, 
quickly tried to heal the rift. Senior Egyptian officials, 
including senior leaders of the Islamist-led Parliament, flew to 
Riyadh to make amends with the Saudi king. 

Saudi Arabia appears to be trying to make up with Egypt 
as well. After more than a year of waiting, it has released to 
Egypt the first $1 billion of a promised aid package, just in 
time to help Egypt land a larger loan from the International 
Monetary Fund. 

And on Monday, Saudi officials said they were beginning 
reforms of visa rules that compel guest workers to maintain 
the “sponsorship” of their Saudi employer — a requirement 
many Egyptians say reduces guest workers to servitude. 
Although the planned reforms may be mainly cosmetic — 
Saudi government “sponsorships” will still be required — the 
Saudi announcement was played as major news Monday in 
Egypt’s state media. 
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17. Australian Defense Budget Faces Deep Cuts 
(DEFENSE NEWS 14 MAY 12) ... Nigel Pittaway 

MELBOURNE — Funding for Australian land and air 
programs and naval operations will be reduced under a plan 
that cuts 971 million Australian dollars ($980.5 million) from 
Australia’s defense budget to help reverse a growing national 
deficit and return the budget to surplus. 

The contribution toward deficit reduction from the 25.7 
billion Australian dollar defense budget is the first of four 
planned that will total 5.4 billion Australian dollars. Australian 
media have reported that the national deficit will rise to 44 
billion Australian dollars this year. The government wants to 
turn that into a 1.5 billion Australian dollar surplus. 

Although funding for Australian military operations in 
Afghanistan, East Timor or the Solomon Islands will not be 
adversely affected, a small number of projects will be 
canceled and others deferred. 

Steaming time for the Royal Australian Navy will be 
reduced and some Army Abrams M1A1 tanks and M113AS4 
armored personnel carriers will be mothballed. The Army’s 
program to acquire a self-propelled howitzer will be scrapped 
in lieu of more M777 155mm towed howitzers. 

Defence Minister Stephen Smith had already flagged the 
self-propelled gun cancellation and announced that the 
purchase of 12 of Australia’s first 14 Joint Strike Fighters 
would be delayed by two years. The budget has subsequently 
announced the deferral of a second batch of 58 aircraft by 12 
months. 

The Royal Australian Air Force is to receive two F-35As 
for test and training in the U.S. in 2014, but the first aircraft 
now won’t arrive until 2019. Studies are underway to 
determine if the planned withdrawal date of the 71 remaining 
F/A-18A/B Hornets can be extended. 

Other major programs to be deferred by at least a year 
include a new maritime patrol aircraft to replace the aging AP-
3C Orion fleet and the Australian Defence Force’s new pilot 
training scheme, to be acquired under Project AIR 5428. 

The Air Force’s seven-strong C-130H fleet will be 
withdrawn from service over the next two years or so and its 

tasks distributed among other airlift assets. The government 
estimates this will save 250 million Australian dollars. 

Reductions also will be made in administrative costs and 
the number of civilian Australian Public Service personnel. 

“The reprioritization of defense expenditure has been 
designed to have minimum impact on the delivery of core 
defense capabilities,” Smith said. “The decisions taken to 
determine defense’s contribution to the budget bottom line 
have all been carefully designed to protect our servicemen and 
-women and our defense operations.” 

In addition to the financial imperative, the government 
said its defense budget will focus on improving airlift, land 
mobility, submarines, afloat support, communications and 
interoperability, and electronic and cyber warfare. 

“In order to contribute to our strategic requirements, 
defense will progress on a number of core white paper 2009 
projects in 2012-13, including replacement of the Caribou 
transport aircraft [battlefield airlifter], consideration of the 
Growler electronic attack capability, the acquisition of 
medium and heavy trucks, and upgrades to aircraft [AP-3C, C-
130J] and ships [Anzac frigates],” Smith said. 

One of the projects in the white paper is the Future 
Submarine program to build 12 large, conventionally powered 
boats to replace Australia’s troubled Collins-class submarines. 
Prior to the budget, Smith said the government had approved 
214 million Australian dollars for detailed studies into the 
Future Submarine design. 

“They have finally commissioned the work that should 
have been commissioned before the Future Submarine was 
described in the 2009 white paper,” said the Australian 
Strategic Policy Institute’s Andrew Davies, co-author of a 
recent report into a looming submarine capability gap around 
2030. 

Although the defense budget has received mixed reactions 
domes-tically, Davies said military capability will not be 
greatly harmed provided additional cuts are not made. 

“What we’ve seen is a confluence of two things: political 
factors and the final nail in the coffin of the 2009 white paper, 
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which was never achievable, but whose demise was hastened 
by the budgetary situation,” Davies said. “I think it’s a tacit 

admission that defense planning has been terrible.” 
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18. No Further Cuts As UK Balances 10-Year Defence Budget 
(FLIGHT GLOBAL 14 MAY 12) ... Craig Hoyle 

LONDON -- The UK will be able to meet its military 
spending priorities for the next 10 years without having to 
make additional cuts to its personnel or equipment profiles, 
defence secretary Philip Hammond announced on 14 May. 

Marking the completion of a delayed planning round 
process for 2012, Hammond's statement confirmed that the 
Ministry of Defence's long-term funding has been brought into 
balance, with £152 billion ($245 billion) to be available over 
the next decade, plus an un-allocated contingency of £8 
billion. The department's actions of the last 18 months have 
removed a previously-identified shortfall of £38 billion. "The 
black hole in the defence budget has finally been eliminated," 
Hammond says. 

All major aircraft programmes remain in place. These 
include the Eurofighter Typhoon, Lockheed Martin F-35, 
Airbus Military A400M and A330 Voyager tanker/transport, 
plus investments in rotorcraft and complex weapons. 

"We will not commit to any programme without a 10-year 
budget line," Hammond says, describing the stance as 
representing a model of new financial discipline. "This 
department has seen its reputation tarnished in the past," he 
says. "I am determined for it to turn a new leaf." 

"Although transformation is an important process, the 
result must be about delivering capability," says Gen Sir 
David Richards, Chief of the Defence Staff. "We are now in a 
position to build." 

Hammond's announcement follows a change of direction 
for the UK's future purchase of the F-35, which he confirmed 
on 10 May. This will see the Royal Air Force and Royal 
Navy's Fleet Air Arm operate the fifth-generation type in its 
short take-off and vertical landing guise, rather than the C-
model carrier variant. All three armed service chiefs agreed to 
the switch, which should allow the navy to bring both of its 
Queen Elizabeth-class aircraft carriers into service from early 
in the next decade. 
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19. Royal Navy 'Top Gun' Pilots Train To Fly U.S. Fighters 
(BBC NEWS 12 MAY 12) ... Caroline Wyatt 

The F18 fighter jets gleam dazzling silver in the 
California sunshine at Naval Air Station Lemoore, where the 
control tower handles up to 300 operations a day. 

British Royal Navy pilot Lt Dan Latham is walking out to 
his aircraft with his American colleague for a training mission 
that will see them fly through the cloudless skies for hundreds 
of miles over the desert on a practice bombing raid. 

Dan, from Ormskirk in Lancashire, is one of the lucky 
few chosen to fly with his American naval counterparts in the 
U.S. for four years. 

The Royal Navy want to ensure the maritime flying skills 
of their pilots are maintained, until the new British aircraft 
carriers and the stealth fighter jets due to fly from them are 
ready. 

The UK government has decided to revert to plans to 
order a series of F-35B "jump jets," to operate from the new 
aircraft carrier currently being constructed. 

HMS Queen Elizabeth could ready for sea trials in 2017, 
with the F-35s flying from them in 2018. 

'Big Egos' 
Although he feels at home after 18 months in the U.S., 

28-year-old Lt Latham admits there have been some cultural 
adjustments. 

"The first thing that really hit me was that they do a lot of 
training down in the southern U.S., where it is very hot. It is a 
very different environment to flying from the north of 
Scotland," he says, with some understatement. 

Sending British pilots to train in the U.S. had already 
begun, even before the government scrapped the Royal Navy's 
Harrier force and the aircraft carrier HMS Ark Royal in the 
2010 strategic defence review. 

Nine British pilots are currently in the U.S. - the majority 
flying F18s - with another four due to join them. 

"Flying the jet is very enjoyable, and the first time the 
sheer power pretty much takes your breath away," he says. 

"It's a state-of-the-art jet, optimised around operating at 
sea, so you will spend plenty of time away, practising your 
carrier landings onto a ship that's moving at 30 knots away 
from you, on pitching seas and rolling decks. Night landings 
are where you really earn your money." 

The British pilots also have to acclimatise to the banter of 
the "ready room," where they and their U.S. colleagues 
prepare for their missions. 

Lt Latham's boss at the U.S. Strike Fighter Squadron 
VFA-122, Cdr George Wykoff appreciates having the British 
pilots here. 

"We're cut from pretty much the same cloth - we all have 
really big egos," he jokes. 

"The combined camaraderie has really added to the 
atmosphere in the ready room." 

Another British pilot, Lt Steve Collins, is now flying for a 
frontline U.S. Navy fighter squadron, VFA 14. He is just 26, 
but has already been operating from an American aircraft 
carrier at sea, flying strike missions for the U.S. Navy. 

"It has certainly been a challenge at times, but also very 
enjoyable," he tells me. 

"While I was on the aircraft carrier, we carried out 
missions supporting troops in Afghanistan and over Iraq as 
well. We have to meet the same standards as the U.S. pilots in 
every regard." 

He says the American and British pilots have a healthy 
respect for one another. "There's banter, and you've got to 
have a thick skin... and you've got to be able to... give some 
back. " 
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Top Gun 
His boss, Cdr Kevin McLaughlin, who commands VFA-

14, says that the UK pilot has fitted in brilliantly while acting 
as a U.S. aviator. 

It is all rather reminiscent of the film Top Gun, with each 
naval aviator assigned a unique call-sign. 

Lt Collins is a little reluctant to explain his: "Lothar." But 
Cdr McLaughlin, is happy to do so. 

"It is not all "Goose" and "Maverick." A call-sign can be 
tied to a name, or tied to an act," he explains. 

"Lothar is actually an acronym, which stands for Loser of 
the American Revolution." 

Joking aside, the training is intensive, and has a serious 
purpose. 

Cdr Al Cummings, staff aviation officer on the Naval 
Staff at the British Embassy in Washington, says it is about 
making sure that the skills needed to operate the UK's new 
carriers safely are not lost. 

"In order to develop a fixed-wing carrier strike capability 
which will allow us to operate the JSF at sea safely, we need 
to look to our allies who already have that capability, the 
French and the Americans. 

"The experience our pilots will gain over the next few 
years will help the UK achieve its SDSR aims." 

That will require in-depth knowledge and expertise, not 
just for the pilots but for all those on board who orchestrate 
the split-second technical demands of carrier landings and 
take-offs, where every movement must be precise and 
structured to avoid disaster. 

Not all the young pilots currently training in the U.S. will 
go on to fly the new stealth aircraft, but many by then will be 
expected to be in command positions. 

Both Lt Latham and Lt Collins hope they will be among 
those flying the new stealth plane when it finally arrives, 
ensuring that the skills needed to fly from the British carriers 
are not lost in the intervening years. 
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PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
20. Congress Spars Over Military Health-Care Hikes 
How much of an increase source of ongoing debate among federal lawmakers as government braces for 
sharp hikes in delivering care 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 14 MAY 12) ... Nathan Max 

Military retirees, active-duty service members and others 
who rely on the government’s Tricare health-care benefit 
could be looking at higher fees over the next several years, but 
just how much higher is the source of ongoing debate in 
Washington. 

The Defense Department has proposed to nearly 
quadruple the rate many working-age military retirees will pay 
in annual family enrollment fees over the next five years to 
help comply with new deficit-reduction requirements. The 
Budget Control Act of 2011 calls for the Defense Department 
to cut $487 billion over the next 10 years. 

However, the House Armed Services Committee rejected 
the Pentagon’s Tricare plan Wednesday, even though a 
prominent Republican senator has publicly called the benefit 
unsustainable. 

Secretary of Defense Leon Panetta has said the fee 
increases in the proposed fiscal 2013 defense budget are 
necessary for national security, because without them the 
military would have to find other areas to trim, possibly by 
reducing troop strength. 

Retired military and veterans groups disagree with 
Panetta’s assessment and accuse the government of trying to 
renegotiate a contract after the fact. 

“To say the defense of this country falls upon the 
shoulders of these retirees, who have delivered, that’s 
nonsense,” said retired Marine Corps Lt. Gen. Jack Klimp, 
president and chief executive of the 50,000-member National 
Association for Uniformed Services. 

The Military Health System has 9.6 million eligible 
beneficiaries, which include active-duty service members and 
their families, military retirees and their families, dependent 
survivors and other eligible reserve component members and 
their families. Many fees have not been raised in 15 years, and 

the percentage of out-of-pocket costs that many Tricare 
beneficiaries pay for their health care has plummeted during 
that period, according to Defense Department spokeswoman 
Cynthia Smith. 

In 1996, retired Tricare beneficiaries bore 27 percent of 
their overall health-care costs. That dropped to about 10 
percent in 2012, Smith said. 

Smith said that at the end of the phase-in period, under the 
administration’s plan, beneficiary out-of-pocket costs would 
rise to less than 15 percent of total health-care costs, still far 
less as a percentage than in 1996. 

“It means we can continue to increase investments in 
patient care, such as building exceptional new medical 
facilities, improving access to care and providing preventive 
services at no cost to our beneficiaries,” Smith said in a 
statement. 

Tricare benefits also tend to be significantly less 
expensive than health insurance for civilians. On average, 
civilians who have health insurance through their employers 
pay almost eight times more, according to a 2011 Employer 
Health Benefits Survey conducted by the Kaiser Family 
Foundation/Health Research & Educational Trust. 

About 150 million nonelderly Americans get their health 
insurance through an employer-sponsored plan. 

Today, military retirees at all income levels pay $520 a 
year for their health-insurance premiums. Under the 
president’s plan, those making $45,179 and above would see 
their rates increased to $2,048 by fiscal 2017. Those making 
between $22,590 and $45,178 would have their rates go up to 
$1,523, and retirees earning less than $22,589 would 
eventually pay $893 annually. 
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Civilians getting their health insurance through work pay 
an average of $4,129 a year, according to the Kaiser Family 
Foundation. 

Also irking retired military and veterans groups, the 
annual Tricare rate increase under the Pentagon’s plan would 
be indexed to medical inflation starting after 2016, generally a 
higher increase than standard inflation. Over the last 10 years, 
the cost of medical care has increased 45.8 percent compared 
with a 28.3 percent rise in the Consumer Price Index, 
according to the Bureau of Labor Statistics. 

Pharmacy co-pays would also steadily rise in most 
circumstances under the president’s plan. 

Kathy Beasley, a retired Navy captain and deputy director 
for government relations for the 377,000-member Military 
Officers Association of America, said the Defense Department 
could just as easily save money by reducing internal 
inefficiencies and duplications in the program. 

She agreed that military retirees have better health plans 
than civilians, but they have earned it, she said. 

“The military members who have served 20-30 years 
deserve a health-care plan that is superior, not one that is just 
average,” she said. “We’ve paid for it up front with our service 
and sacrifice.” 

Two weeks ago, in presenting its version of the fiscal 
2013 defense authorization bill, the House Armed Services 
Subcommittee on Military Personnel did not include the 
Defense Department’s plan but also did not adopt language 
that would block Tricare fee increases, signaling that rates 
may rise, albeit not as much as the administration has 
proposed. 

“In these tough economic times, we must take a close 
look at defense spending, but we cannot break faith with those 
that have already given so much — our service members, 
military retirees and their families,” said Rep. Susan Davis, D-
San Diego, who serves on the subcommittee. 

Meanwhile, Sen. Lindsey Graham, the ranking 
Republican on the Senate’s Armed Services Subcommittee on 
Personnel, told Stars and Stripes that he believes a 
compromise between to the two chambers could eventually 
result in some fee hikes. 

“I hope we can convince the House to accept some 
adjustments in premiums for Tricare,” Graham told the 
military publication. “Because it’s just unsustainable right 
now.” 
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21. Some TFL Users Would Stay With Mail-Order Drugs 
(NAVY TIMES 14 MAY 12) ... Rick Maze 

If forced to use the military’s mail order pharmacy for 
maintenance drugs for at least one year, some Medicare-
eligible retirees would stick with the option of getting 
prescriptions sent directly to their home, according to 
preliminary analysis of the 2013 defense authorization bill 
prepared by the nonpartisan Congressional Budget Office. 

That bill, HR 4310, would create a five-year pilot 
program under which Tricare For Life beneficiaries would be 
forced to use mail order rather than retail pharmacies for long-
term maintenance drugs, such as heart, blood pressure, allergy, 
diabetes and cholesterol medications. 

While the test is only five years, CBO predicts in an 
analysis of the bill that the provision will continue to save 
money. In the first five years, it would save $639 million. In 
the following five years, when no one would be forced to get 
prescriptions by mail order any longer, it would save an 
additional $481 million because some retirees and their 
families would not switch back to retail pharmacies. 

The preliminary report from CBO does not provide 
estimates of the numbers of retirees affected, only of dollar 
amounts. 

The bill passed the House Armed Services Committee last 
week, and is scheduled to be taken up on the House floor later 
this week. 

The bill includes exceptions for some drugs, to be named 
by the Defense Department, to still be available to older 
beneficiaries at retail pharmacies. It also allows exceptions on 
a case-by-case basic for retirees and their families if retail 
pharmacies were a better option. However, most Tricare For 
Life beneficiaries would be required to use the mail order 
pharmacy for at least a year. At the end of the year, they 
would be allowed to opt out and return to using retail 
pharmacies if they chose. 

The provision is included in the House Armed Services 
Committee bill because the savings — $1.129 billion over 10 
years — is exactly the cost of a second pharmacy benefit 
provision in the bill. Under that provision, the committee 
proposes permanent caps on the co-pay charges for retail and 
mail order prescriptions. Starting in 2014, those caps would 
prevent the out-of-pocket charges from increasing by more 
than the annual cost-of-living adjustment in military retired 
pay, typically around 2 percent to 3 percent. 

The House Armed Services Committee’s proposals are 
only the opening act of a lengthy legislative process. The 
Senate Armed Services Committee is not expected to produce 
its version of the annual defense bill before late May. If it has 
different ideas on what to do with pharmacy benefits, 
differences will have to be reconciled before a final version 
passes. 
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22. Pentagon Opens 14,000 Jobs To Women 
(WASHINGTON TIMES 14 MAY 12) ... Kristina Wong 

Pentagon policies bar Staff Sgt. Marie Martinson from 
direct ground combat, but she nonetheless has taken on the 
No. 1 killer of troops in Afghanistan: improvised explosive 
devices, or IEDs. 

What’s more, disabling and dismantling roadside bombs 
is a job she loves. 

“Defeating enemy IEDs? There’s a rush you can’t get any 
other way,” says Sgt. Martinson, 29. 
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She is one of about 50 women who serve in the Air 
Force’s 1,050 explosive ordnance disposal technician 
positions — jobs that have taken female troops close to the 
front lines for years. 

On Monday, the Pentagon opened for female troops about 
14,000 support positions that previously had been withheld 
from them, allowing women to fill jobs below the brigade 
level. 

Though still banned from ground combat roles, women 
have more opportunities to serve in units closer to battlefields. 

A veteran of 4½ years, Sgt. Martinson is one of two 
female bomb techs in the 88th Air Base Wing Explosive 
Ordnance Disposal unit at Wright Patterson Air Force Base in 
Ohio, and has been deployed twice to Afghanistan. 

Roadside bombs “are their No. 1 weapon against us,” Sgt. 
Martinson says of Taliban fighters and insurgents. “To be the 
one that’s able to go and defeat that and be able to take them 
out … it’s very rewarding.” 

‘There Are No Front Lines’ 
The Air Force has long allowed women to be assigned to 

about 99 percent of all its positions, so most of the new jobs 
for women have opened in the Marine Corps, the Navy and 
the Army. 

The Marines opened 371 positions to women, and will 
allow female volunteers to participate in an officer infantry 
course as part of a research project this summer. 

The Navy opened 60 positions, and the Army 13,139. 
Women account for about 14.5 percent of the 1.4 million 

active-duty force. 
Two years ago, Congress ordered a review of the 

Pentagon’s policies on women in combat, spurred by reports 
of heroism by female troops in Afghanistan and Iraq — wars 
that often featured no clearly defined front lines. 

Of the 6,376 U.S. military personnel who have died in the 
Iraq and Afghanistan wars, 144 were women. 

“The last 11 years of warfare have really revealed to us 
there are no front lines,” Brig. Gen. Barrye Price, director of 
human resources policy for the Army. “There are no rear 
echelons. Everybody was vulnerable to the influence of the 
enemy.” 

However, the Pentagon is maintaining its ban on women 
in combat roles, despite the recommendation of a blue-ribbon 
panel set up by the Democrat-controlled Congress in 2009. 

The Military Leadership Diversity Commission, a group 
of civilians and active and retired military members, 
recommended to President Obama a year ago that he remove 
all job barriers for women. 

The last time the Pentagon reviewed women’s roles was 
in 1994, three years after the Persian Gulf war. President Bill 

Clinton lifted the ban on women serving on combat aircraft 
and ships. 

Tough Standards 
For Sgt. Martinson, the question about whether women 

should serve in combat is moot: She says there plenty of 
female troops already engaged in combat. 

“We’re not in jobs that are described as a combat jobs. 
But when you’re out there, the enemy brings the fight to you. 
And we do fight back,” she says. 

And she is ever ready to fight. 
Standing 5-foot-7 and weighing 150 pounds, Sgt. 

Martinson carries her 80-pound pack of ammunition, tools, 
firearms, body armor, food, water and explosives into the field 
on missions, just like her male counterparts. 

In addition, she also often carries the 35-pound robot that 
detects and destroys roadside bombs. 

“It’s miserable, hot — really hot, like 110 degrees. You’re 
sleeping in the dirt. But I don’t know, some people like it,” she 
says. 

Training to become a bomb tech is an arduous endeavor: 
Recruits must endure a rigorous month-long course that weeds 
those unsuitable for the work. 

Only then does the real explosive ordnance disposal 
training actually begin — a nine-month course that pushes 
recruits to their physical, psychological and emotional limits 
as they learn how to handle and defuse everything from Civil 
War-era cannonballs to nuclear weapons. 

Sgt. Martinson says no standards — physical or otherwise 
— should be lowered to accommodate women. 

“I don’t think it’s about being a boy or a girl,” she says. 
“It’s do you meet those standards? Can you do three pull-ups 
and run that fast?” 

When deployed, she usually works in a team of three, 
usually with two other male bomb techs attached to Army 
infantry units. Just last week, she completed her first mission 
as team leader — the bomb tech who wears the cumbersome 
protective suit and makes all of the decisions during a mission. 

She says the primary emotion she experiences while 
disabling an explosive is not fear, but frustration. 

“It’s too hot, the robot’s not working right, someone got 
through the cordon — a local will walk right past it, and you 
get mad. We’re just focused on the actual item.” 

Sgt. Martinson says civilians often are surprised to find 
out what she does for a living. Many say, “I didn’t know there 
were girls in the bomb squad,” she says. 

When she wears a bomb tech sweatshirt, some will ask 
her if her boyfriend is in an Explosive Ordnance Disposal unit. 

“Yes he is, but so am I,” she says. 
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23. Two Sailors Awarded Medals For Acts That Saved Boy 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 15 MAY 12) ... Corinne Reilly 

The Navy has awarded one of its highest noncombat valor 
medals to two local Sailors who risked their lives to save a 
child from a burning car last year. One of the Sailors, the 
child's father, was killed in the blaze. 

The Navy honored Petty Officer 2nd Class Michael 
Nightingale and Chief Petty Officer Joseph Weschler last 
week, when Nightingale and Weschler's widow each accepted 

the Navy and Marine Corps Medal, the second highest 
noncombat medal awarded by the Department of the Navy. 

Weschler and his wife, Michelle, were driving home to 
Chesapeake with their 4-year-old son on July 5. They'd spent 
the day at Kings Dominion, an amusement park near 
Richmond, where it was military appreciation day. They were 
on Interstate 64, a few miles from their apartment, when their 
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SUV caught fire and quickly became engulfed. Authorities 
later blamed a leaky fuel line. 

Michelle Weschler made it out of the blaze. Joseph 
Weschler moved to the back seat to try to free their son, 
Dalton. As he did, Nightingale, who'd also spent the day at 
Kings Dominion, passed the scene. He pulled over, rushed to 
the fire and rescued Dalton. 

In an interview a few days later, Nightingale told The 
Virginian-Pilot that he struggled to get the little boy out 
because he was pinned under his father. Weschler had taken 
Dalton out of his car seat but apparently couldn't make it out 
of the SUV, so he'd tried to protect Dalton from the flames 
with his own body, Nightingale said. 

Dalton and Michelle Weschler recovered from their 
injuries. 

Joseph Weschler, who was 38 and a quartermaster, spent 
most of his career in Hampton Roads. His last post was with 
the Afloat Training Group Atlantic, where he trained Sailors 
on electronic navigation systems. 

Nightingale, an electronics technician, is assigned to 
Naval Air Terminal Norfolk. 

He and Weschler's widow were presented the medals May 
8 by Rear Adm. David Thomas, the head of Naval Surface 
Force Atlantic in Norfolk. 
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24. Sailor Cruises To 41-Pound Weight Loss 
He’s planning for more, thanks to competition 
(NAVY TIMES 21 MAY 12) ... Mark D. Faram 

ABOARD THE FRIGATE ELROD — Derek England is 
a loser. In fact, he’s the biggest loser in his whole command. 
And he’s pretty happy about it. 

England is a 26-year-old, surface warfare-qualified, fire 
controlman second class onboard frigate Elrod. Since the ship 
left Norfolk, Va., on Jan. 16 for its current deployment to the 
Caribbean hunting drug runners, he has shed 41 pounds. 

He hasn’t done it alone. His efforts are part of his 
command’s “Biggest Loser” competition pitting shipmates 
against each other in a battle to see who can lose the most 
weight on the cruise. The competition is named after the 
popular NBC television show. 

Though the competition won’t be over until the ship 
returns to Norfolk in July, England has opened up an 11-
pound lead on his nearest competitor, Fire Controlman 2nd 
Class (SW) Matthew Tieff, who works with England in 
Elrod’s STIR division. 

“We started out with about 25 people and now it’s down 
to about seven who have a chance to win,” said Chief Culinary 
Specialist (SW) Jermaine Cotillier, who handles the weekly 
weigh ins for the program every Sunday at 1100. 

“Right now, I don’t see anyone catching England as long 
as he keeps it up — but you never know.” Cotillier initially 
didn’t want to be the command point of contact for the 
program, as he was unsure of how the command’s 
participation would go, but he’s glad that he decided to take it 
on. At the end of the cruise, the top three “losers” will get a 
prize, most likely gift cards purchased from the command’s 
morale, welfare and recreation fund. 

That’s not really important to England, though he said 
he’ll accept the gift. He was one of the catalysts behind getting 
the program command sponsorship when he suggested the 
idea to the ship’s previous commanding officer, Cmdr. John 
Calloway, who relinquished command to Cmdr. Jack Killman 
on April 16. 

“Frankly, I was simply tired of being fat,” said the 6-foot-
1-inch sailor, who is married with two kids. “I wanted to be 
skinny again. I wanted to be healthy and this cruise and this 
competition has been a good motivator to help get me on 
track.” England said he weighed 204 pounds when he joined 
the Navy, but during his 7 1/2 -year career he ballooned as 
high as 270. He’d just come off limited duty for a bad knee 
and failed a body composition test. 

“That was a low point. I knew I had to do something, but 
never really got started until this cruise,” he said. 

He’s hoping that he has turned the corner on his weight 
problem for good. His eventual goal is to get down to about 
190 pounds. 

“I knew I could be skinny again,” he said. “It was always 
in the back of my mind I could do this.” England dedicates at 
least an hour a day to working out, he said. When the cruise 
started, it was mostly cardio workouts on one of the ship’s 
elliptical trainers, stationary bicycles or rowing machines in a 
passageway on the ship’s main deck leading out to the flight 
deck. 

“I did the cardio heavy workout for about the first 
month,” he said. “It wasn’t until I’d dropped some weight that 
I started running on the treadmill and on the 03 level.” 
Onboard the Elrod, the crew also has an open-air weight room 
on the 03 level — what amounts to the ship’s “roof.” There’s 
also room for sailors to burn laps around the ship’s stack and 
5-inch gun. 

Now he mixes it up, alternating between cardio on the 
machines and strength workouts at the ship’s gym. He’s cut 
that back the cardio to 30 to 45 minutes and added in the 
strength exercise. He’ll often finish up by going back to the 
bike for 15 to 30 minutes. 

England doesn’t miss a day and has never missed a 
Sunday weigh-in, even though the ship allows sailors not on 
watch to sleep in on Sundays. 

“I always tell my buddies to wake me up on Sunday if I’m 
still sleeping,” he said. 

He also doesn’t miss a meal. That’s right — he doesn’t 
miss a meal. 

“You have to fuel yourself and keep your metabolism 
[up], so I force myself to get up and not miss breakfast,” he 
said. “But I also watch what I eat and make more healthy 
choices than I did before.” He also doesn’t snack — at least as 
much as possible. It’s those extras that pack on the pounds, he 
said. 

“I’m not perfect, but I try to make a point to eat at meals 
and eat the right things,” he said. 

As the chief in charge of the ship’s galley that provides 
food for the crew’s and chief’s messes as well as the 
wardroom, Cotillier says he likes to have more than the 
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normal load of healthy choices and tries to serve fish and 
chicken as often as possible. 

“We’re deployed, so it’s not always possible, but we 
really work to make it as easy for these sailors as possible,” he 
said. “England is really an inspiration, to see the level to 
which he’s taken this — I don’t believe his wife will recognize 
him when he walks off this brow when we get home, I really 
don’t.” Though there are two months left on the deployment, 
England is already thinking about what happens when the 
cruise is over. 

He’s also making plans with his wife, Betsy, for when he 
returns home to her and daughters Ava and Lylah. “It’s a 
change in lifestyle and now that I’m down to this weight, I 
have to maintain it, but I don’t have to PT as long to maintain 
it as it took to get me to this level,” he said. “My wife has 
already joined a gym herself, and we’ll work to make sure we 
both have the ability to work out every day if we want to — 
that’s the teamwork part of it." 
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25. Two Female Submariners Found Guilty Of Financial Fraud 
(NEW LONDON DAY 15 MAY 12) ... Jennifer McDermott 

Two of the first female submariners in the U.S. Navy 
have been found guilty of financial misconduct in connection 
with fraudulent travel expense claims. 

Both were charged under the Uniform Code of Military 
Justice and found guilty of fraud and conduct unbecoming a 
naval officer at a disciplinary hearing, Cmdr. Monica 
Rousselow, spokeswoman for the commander of the 
submarine force, said Monday. 

One of the women also was found guilty of falsifying an 
official statement, she said. 

The travel claim fraud involved about $4,500 per officer 
and occurred before the women, who were supply officers, 
reported to their submarines, Rousselow said. 

Rear Adm. Joseph E. Tofalo, commander of Submarine 
Group 10, conducted the "masts," or hearings, at Kings Bay, 
Ga. The Naval Criminal Investigative Service led the 
investigation. 

The submarine force said in March that three of the first 
female submariners would be taken off their submarines 
during an investigation into alleged financial misconduct. The 
third woman later was found not to have been involved in the 
misconduct, and she returned to her boat, Rousselow said. 

The two who were found guilty were reassigned to the 
Naval Submarine Support Center and Trident Refit Facility 
Kings at Kings Bay. The Navy Personnel Command will 
determine whether they remain in the service, Rousselow said. 

Other Navy personnel who were not assigned to 
submarines were thought to be involved in the misconduct. 
NCIS confirmed Monday there were two other cases. One is 
ongoing, and no charges have been filed so far. In the other 
case, the Navy decided not to prosecute, according to NCIS. 

The women involved were not identified because of 
federal privacy laws. Typically only those in leadership 
positions who are involved in wrongdoing are named, 
Rousselow said. 

A female alternate who went through the training took the 
place of one of the women. The other woman will be replaced 
when the next group of female submariners graduates. 

Rousselow said the incident had a "minimal" impact on 
the integration of women on submarines. 

"Our feedback from the fleet continues to be that the 
women who are already assigned are integrating nicely and on 
track with their qualifications," she said. 
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FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
26. Hill Grappling With How To Stop DoD Cuts 
(DEFENSE DAILY 15 MAY 12) ... Emelie Rutherford 

Lawmakers on both sides of the aisle blasted planned 
"sequestration" cuts to the defense budget yesterday but 
remained at odds over how to prevent them. 

A week after the GOP-led House passed a bill to prevent 
the first year of so-called sequestration cuts to the Pentagon's 
budget next year, it remains unclear if Democrats and 
Republicans can agree on any plan before the sequestration 
cuts begin next January (Defense Daily, May 11). 

Rep. Chris Van Hollen (D-Md.), ranking member on the 
House Budget Committee, lamented to reporters yesterday 
that the House refused to take up an alternative Democratic 
plan last week to prevent the sequestration cuts, which could 
reduce Pentagon spending by $500 billion over nine years. 
The Democrats' plan called for cutting other parts of the 
federal budget not impacted by sequestration as well as raising 
taxes and ending some government subsidies. 

The House instead passed a Republican plan--crafted by 
Budget Committee Chairman Paul Ryan (R-Wis.) and rebuked 
by Democrats controlling the Senate--that would replace the 

first year of sequestration cuts with reductions to spending on 
areas including food stamps, health care, and education. 

"When it came right down to it our Republican colleagues 
were more interested in protecting tax breaks and tax 
loopholes for the very wealthy, rather than protecting defense 
spending," Van Hollen said on a conference call yesterday 
arranged by the Democrat-friendly National Security Network 
advocacy group. 

Van Hollen noted that House Armed Services Committee 
(HASC) Chairman Howard "Buck" McKeon (R-Calif.)--a 
supporter of the House-passed anti-sequestration plan--said 
last year he could support increasing government revenue to 
protect defense spending, a comment he has backtracked from. 

"Well that's what the Democratic alternative plan did," 
Van Hollen said. He argued the Democrats' bill-- which House 
leadership did not allow the chamber to vote on--would have 
been "balanced," as opposed to the Republicans' "lopsided 
approach." 
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Republicans have argued vehemently against the 
sequestration cuts while remaining opposed to new taxes. 

The $500 billion in nine-year sequestration cuts to 
defense were triggered when a super committee of lawmakers 
were unable to reach a plan to cut the federal deficit last year. 
Those cuts, which lawmakers on both sides of the aisle are 
trying to prevent, would come on top of a $487 billion 
reduction to the Pentagon's 10-year spending already imposed 
by the Budget Control Act of 2011. 

HASC Readiness subcommittee Chairman Randy Forbes 
(R-Va.) planned to start a series of at least 12 town hall 
meetings on the perils of defense budget cuts last night. 

The National Security Network said it arranged 
yesterday's call with Van Hollen and former Assistant Defense 
Secretary for Public Affairs Doug Wilson to preempt Forbes' 
tour. 

"It is important to avoid sequester, but it is important to 
avoid it by stepping up to the plate and for Congress to do 
what it needs to do in order to realize these cuts without 
harming national security and making sure that we do not 
throw other domestic constituencies under the bus either," said 
Wilson, who retired a month ago. Defense Secretary Leon 
Panetta, similarly, said last week that while he was "grateful to 
the House for recognizing the importance of stopping 
sequestration," the plan to take the funds from programs for 
poorer citizens is not politically viable and pursing it will only 
lead to "gridlock" in Congress. 

Meanwhile, Senate Armed Services Committee (SASC) 
Ranking Member John McCain (R-Ariz.) said at a Washington 
think tank yesterday that he wants President Barack Obama to 
help craft a resolution to sequestration. 

Obama wants lawmakers to agree on a broad deficit 
reduction plan, instead of tinkering with the sequestration cuts, 
and the White House threatened to veto the House-passed bill. 

McCain joined with other Republican senators early this 
year in offering legislation, which Senate Democrats have not 
moved, that would offset the first year of sequestration cuts 
through other federal spending reductions and not include new 
taxes (Defense Daily, Feb. 3). 

"A number of us in Congress have offered proposals to 
avoid sequestration, but we do not have a monopoly on good 
ideas," McCain said yesterday at the Center for Strategic and 
International Studies (CSIS). 

"We want to sit down with the president and work out a 
bipartisan deal, but the president refuses to engage....Unless 
the president gets engaged on this issue, he will preside over 
the worst hollowing-out of our armed forces in recent 
memory." 

Multiple congressional panels, meanwhile, are preparing 
to advance their versions of the FY '13 defense budget. The 
House Rules Committee has set a deadline of 10 a.m. today 
for proposed House floor amendments to the version of the 
policy-setting defense authorization bill the HASC passed last 
week. House floor debate is slated to being Wednesday. The 
House Appropriations Committee also plans to approve the 
budget-setting defense appropriations bill on Thursday. Both 
bills add billions of dollars in spending on weapon systems to 
Obama's defense proposal. 

The SASC plans to mark up a version of the authorization 
bill next week that is more modest than the HASC's version. 

McCain, speaking at CSIS about U.S. interests in Asia 
yesterday, slammed Pentagon proposals to retire seven Aegis 
cruisers earlier than planned and delay the purchase of vessels 
including a large-deck amphibious ship, a Virginia -class 
submarine, two Littoral Combat Ships, and eight high-speed 
transport vessels. 

"Cuts to our naval capabilities such as these, without a 
plan to compensate for them, only put our goals in the Asia-
Pacific region at greater risk," McCain said. 
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27. Defense Cuts Would Cripple Va. Economy, Leaders Warn 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 15 MAY 12) ... Bill Bartel 

CHESAPEAKE -- If Congress doesn't stop $1 trillion in 
automatic budget reductions set to begin unrolling in January, 
Hampton Roads and Northern Virginia will see such dramatic 
cutbacks that a statewide recession is likely, a public policy 
expert warned Monday night. 

Professor Stephen Fuller of George Mason University 
told more than 500 people at a congressional listening session 
that the deep cuts, including about $500 billion in defense 
cuts, would be "devastating," given that 10 cents of every 
defense dollar is spent in the commonwealth. 

"These would be enough to drive the economy into a 
recession in 2013," Fuller said, noting that 20 percent of all 
the jobs in Virginia are dependent on military spending. 

Fuller was among several speakers who voiced concern 
about the automatic budget cuts Monday at the first of several 
special meetings set up by U.S. Rep. Randy Forbes, R-
Chesapeake, and other members of the House Armed Services 
Committee. The nationwide "Defending Our Defenders" tour 
aims to raise awareness about the impending automatic 
defense cuts, as well as the $487 billion the Obama 
administration has proposed to cut at the Pentagon over five 
years. 

The $1 trillion in cuts were set in motion after 
congressional negotiators failed late last year to approve a plan 
to cut the federal deficit. When no agreement was reached, the 
law approved by Congress required that the cuts be made in 
the budget, half of the amount coming from defense and the 
other half from social programs. 

"The purpose of this tour is not to say 'What is the best 
way to fix it?' but to say 'What are the repercussions if these 
cuts actually came to be?' " Forbes said before the two-hour 
session began in the Chesapeake Conference Center. The 
problem today, he said, is that the impact of the automatic cuts 
is not being discussed in Washington. He was joined by U.S. 
Reps. Scott Rigell, R-Virginia Beach, and Rob Wittman, R-
Westmoreland County, both members of the armed services 
panel. 

While Forbes and others have argued that the cuts would 
hinder the nation's ability to defend itself and protect its 
interests, many of the speakers Monday night were more 
focused on concerns about the direct impact on the region's 
economy. 

Small-business owners, defense contractors and 
economic-development leaders all warned that the cuts would 
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cost thousands of government and private-sector jobs as the 
federal dollars dried up. 

"It will essentially stop outside investment in Hampton 
Roads," said Deborah Stearns, chairwoman of the Hampton 
Roads Chamber of Commerce. 

"What we're talking about today is real eye-opening.... 
This is scary stuff," Eric Rivard, who works for the photo 
studio Lifetouch in Chesapeake, told the crowd. "Tell your 
neighbors.... Tell your friends.... Help us save our community 
and our state." 

Norfolk attorney Kevin Cosgrove said the audience and 
the three congressmen need to remember that the root of the 

problem isn't the automatic spending cuts locked in place last 
year by Congress. 

The problem is a $15.7 trillion federal debt that is 
growing every year because leaders continue to borrow 
hundreds of billions every year to pay for federal spending, he 
said. 

Cosgrove told the crowd that even if Congress finds a 
way to avoid the military cuts this year, it will not solve the 
problem until it deals with the rising national debt. 

"If we don't," he said, "we're just going to be back here 
next year and the year after." 
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28. Navy Taken To Task On Littoral Combat Ship By Lawmakers 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 14 MAY 12) ... Tony Capaccio 

The House committee that authorizes military spending 
criticized the Navy for failing to inform it “to the full extent 
possible” on failings with its new Littoral Combat Ship. 

The House Armed Services Committee in its report on the 
fiscal 2013 budget called for a full briefing within 30 days of 
the measure’s signing into law, adopting a proposal by 
Representative Duncan Hunter, a California Republican and 
former Marine. The House will debate this week the defense 
bill authorizing $4 billion more than the Obama administration 
proposed. The Senate hasn’t acted on its version. 

“The committee is aware of the considerable issues that 
have plagued” initial vessels in the planned 55-ship, $37 
billion Littoral Combat Ship program, the committee said in 
the report made public today. “While the Navy has briefed the 
committees on problems, the committee believes the Navy has 
not adequately informed Congress to the full extent possible 
on program deficiencies, including mechanical and structural 
failures,” it said. 

The full committee nonetheless supported the Navy’s $2.2 
billion request for the next four vessels, including $429.4 

million in development funds. The House defense 
appropriations subcommittee also has approved funding for 
the four ships. The full appropriations committee considers the 
budget May 17. 

The House Armed Services panel directed the U.S. 
Government Accountability Office to review how the Navy 
handled quality issues such as cracks and corrosion on the 
initial vessels. 

The Littoral Combat Ship is intended to clear mines, hunt 
for submarines, defend itself against swarming small vessels 
and provide humanitarian relief in shallow coastal waters. 

Cracks were found in a version being built by a team led 
by Lockheed Martin Corp. Corrosion was found in the first 
vessel made by Austal Ltd. and General Dynamics Corp. 

The Navy and the shipbuilders have said the flaws have 
been corrected, a view endorsed by one of the Senate’s most 
vocal critics of costs and delays in weapons programs, 
Arizona Republican Senator John McCain. 
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29. Republicans Order Navy To Quit Buying Biofuels 
(WIRED 14 MAY 12) ... Noah Shachtman 

On Monday, the U.S. Navy will officially announce the 
ships for its demonstration of the “Great Green Fleet” — an 
entire aircraft carrier strike group, powered by biofuels and 
other eco-friendly energy sources. If a powerful Congressional 
panel has its way, it could the last time the Navy ever uses 
biofuels to run its ships and jets. 

In its report on next year’s Pentagon budget, the House 
Armed Services Committee banned the Defense Department 
from making or buying an alternative fuel that costs more than 
a “traditional fossil fuel.” It’s a standard that may be almost 
impossible to meet, energy experts believe; there’s almost no 
way the tiny, experimental biofuel industry can hope to 
compete on price with the massive, century-old fossil fuels 
business. 

Committee Repbulicans, like Rep. Randy Forbes, insist 
this isn’t an attempt to kill off military biofuels before they 
have a chance to start. “Now, look, I love green energy,” he 
said in February. “It’s a matter of priorities.” 

But if the measure becomes law, it would make it all-but-
impossible for the Pentagon to buy the renewable fuels. It 
would likely scuttle one of the top priorities of Navy Secretary 

Ray Mabus. And it might very well suffocate the gasping 
biofuel industry, which was looking to the Pentagon to help it 
survive. 

“We’d be years behind if it wasn’t for the military,” said 
Tom Todaro, a leading biofuel entrepreneur whose companies 
have supplied the military with tens of thousands of gallons of 
fuel made from mustard seeds. 

When Mabus took over as Navy Secretary, he declared 
that the service would get half of its energy from sources other 
than oil by 2020. The two-day Great Green Fleet demo, 
scheduled for the end of June in Hawaii, is supposed to be the 
biggest step yet towards that beyond-ambitious goal. 

F/A-18 jets will scream off of the USS Nimitz’s flight 
deck and the destroyers USS Chafee and Chung Hoon as they 
plow through the Pacific, all thanks to a 50/50 blend of 
alternative and traditional fuel. It’ll not only show the world 
that the Pentagon is serious about biofuels — a full-scale 
Green Fleet deployment is scheduled for 2016. It’ll also show 
skittish investors that biofuel companies have a willing 
customer in the U.S. Navy. 
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But the Green Fleet’s 450,000 gallons of fuel made from 
chicken fat and other waste greases – arguably the biggest 
biofuel purchase in military history — didn’t come cheap. At 
$12 million, they cost about four times what the equivalent 
petroleum product does. 

There were political costs, too. Committee Republicans 
— unhappy about shrinking defense budgets and skeptical 
about the White House’s green initiatives — used the biofuel 
buy as a way to go after the administration. 

“I understand that alternative fuels may help our guys in 
the field, but wouldn’t you agree that the thing they’d be more 
concerned about is having more ships, more planes, more 
prepositioned stocks,” Rep. Randy Forbes said during a 
February hearing with Mabus. “Shouldn’t we refocus our 
priorities and make those things our priorities instead of 
advancing a biofuels market?” Then he told Mabus: “You’re 
not the secretary of the energy. You’re the secretary of the 
Navy.” 

Mabus and his allies countered that the Republicans were 
taking an overly-simplistic view of things. Of course relatively 
small batches of a new fuel are going to be expensive — just 
like the original, 5GB iPod cost $400 and held fewer songs 
than today’s $129 model, which holds 8 GB. That’s the nature 
of research and development. With development time and big 
enough purchases, the costs of biofuels will come down; 
already, the price has dropped in half since 2009. 

“It’s a false choice to say that we should concentrate on 
more ships versus a different kind of fuel. If we don’t get a 
different kind of fuel, if we don’t have a secure domestic 
supply of energy at an affordable price… the ships and the 
planes may not be able to be used because we can’t get the 
fuel,” Mabus told the Senate Subcomittee on Water and Power 
in March. 

What’s more, Mabus added, there’s a value in a more 
stable, domestic supply of fuel; every time the price of oil 
goes up by a dollar per barrel, it costs the Navy $31 million. 
“We simply buy too much fossil fuels from places that are 
either actually or potentially volatile, from places that may or 
may not have our best interests at heart,” he said. 

“We would never let these places build our ships, our 
aircraft, our ground vehicles, but we do give them a say on 

whether those ships steam, aircraft fly, or ground vehicles 
operate because we buy so much energy from them.” 

None of those arguments managed to sway House 
Republicans, who last Wednesday voted to impose its ban on 
alt-fuels that cost more than the traditional stuff. 
InsideDefense.com first noted the measure. 

Long before the congressmen made their decisions, 
biofuel industry insiders told Danger Room that their products 
would never be as cheap as petroleum-based ones. 

“This idea that we can match [the price of] crude oil — I 
think it’s such a bullshit question,” Tom Todaro said back in 
October. “A car with airbags costs more than a car without. 
Society decides how valuable those airbags are. Society can 
decide the value of renewable fuels.” 

But the armed services committee didn’t put limits on all 
alternative fuels — just the ones with environmental benefits. 
The Energy Independence and Security Act of 2007 forbids 
federal agencies from buying alternative fuels that are more 
polluting than conventional ones. Last week, the congressmen 
ordered to exempt the Defense Department from those 
regulations. 

That would free the military up to start using the so-called 
so-called Fischer-Tropsch method of squeezing fuel out of 
coal or natural gas, both of which America has in abundance. 
It’s what helped Apartheid-era South Africa survive a 
sanctions against the regime, and enabled the Germans to 
produce 124,000 barrels of fuel per day during World War II. 
It could help make our military more energy-independent, too. 
There’s just one small problem: “you end up kicking a whole 
bunch of additional carbon dioxide out into the air,” as Lt. 
Col. Bob Bateman once noted. “More carbon dioxide, in fact, 
than you do just using and burning the refined products you 
get from crude oil.” 

During his testimony in March, Mabus insisted that “the 
Great Green Fleet doesn’t have an environmental agenda. It’s 
about maintaining America’s military and economic 
leadership across the globe in the 21st century.” Still, it’s hard 
to imagine him agreeing to a Great Green Fleet that polluted 
the planet even further. 
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30. Biofuels Industry At Crossroads As Military Waits For Lower Prices 
(NATIONAL DEFENSE MAGAZINE JUNE 2012) ... Eric Beidel 

Military leaders like to say that their aircraft, ships and 
personnel can’t tell the difference between petroleum and 
biofuel. 

But their budgets can. 
Planes, ships and helicopters all have completed 

successful tests using alternative fuels. But the Defense 
Department has been paying per-gallon rates for biofuels that 
make volatile standard oil prices look like steals. 

It’s the classic chicken and the egg conundrum. 
Industry needs the military to buy big providing a demand 

signal that could help reduce prices, but a lot of things have to 
be sorted out in the young market before the Pentagon can 
afford to do that. 

Proponents say that the biofuels industry is at a crucial 
juncture and needs the right mix of policy, action and financial 
support to cross the bridge to commercialization. But if any 

leg of that support goes weak, the military may have to wait 
even longer for green fuel to reach competitive prices. 

To be sure, the costs have been coming down. The Navy 
is paying $12 million for 450,000 gallons of biofuel to power 
a carrier strike group off the coast of Hawaii this year. That 
$26.6-per-gallon purchase is nowhere near the $2.50 the 
service pays for each gallon of petroleum. (It has been stated 
that it would be about $16 per gallon if it were mixed with 
standard jet fuel.) But it can be considered a good deal when 
compared to what the Navy paid biofuels supplier Solazyme 
Inc. under a previous contract. 

The service in 2009 spent $8.5 million for 20,000 gallons 
of algae-based fuel. That works out to $425 per gallon. In the 
fall of that year, the Defense Logistics Agency paid Montana’s 
Sustainable Oils $2.7 million for 40,000 gallons of fuel from 
the camelina plant. That’s about $67.50 per gallon. 
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The makers of biofuel have not moved to full-scale 
production. So the military is still paying research-and-
development costs as part of the contracts. 

During a recent discussion hosted by the Pew Charitable 
Trusts, former Republican senator from Virginia John Warner, 
a strong proponent of the Pentagon’s green energy efforts, put 
the question to two executives whose companies have been 
big players in the nascent biofuels industry. 

“How much per gallon does the military pay you?” he 
asked. 

It took the gentlemen — Vice President of Renewable 
Energy and Chemicals at Honeywell UOP Jim Rekoske and 
Solazyme President Harrison Dillon — about 15 minutes to 
sidestep the question. 

It’s unfair to count the contracts currently being rewarded 
as per-gallon fuel purchases, Dillon said. 

“All of our contracts with DoD are [research and 
development],” he said. “They involve research, purchase of 
new equipment and actual production of fuel ... The cost has 
come down in each of these contracts and we are confident 
that at full commercial scale we can be competitive with 
petroleum.” 

The nation has been getting fuel from petroleum for more 
than a century. The transition away from that will take time, 
said Rekoske, whose company last summer powered the first 
transatlantic flight to use a 50-50 blend of camelina and 
petroleum-based jet fuel. 

“We are at the infancy of advanced biofuels,” he said. 
“We are still very early in that maturity curve and we need to 
make sure we understand that. We will get there. We will 
move down on the cost scale, but it’s going to take time and it 
takes further investment.” 

The Defense Department plans to spend $300 million on 
alternative fuels over the next five years. The military spent 
about $17 billion on petroleum last year alone, Pew analysts 
said. It is clear to onlookers that the biofuels industry needs 
more help than the armed services can give it. 

“Trying to spur the market to get a whole new energy 
source is a difficult thing to do on your own,” said Nancy 
Young, vice president of environmental affairs for Airlines for 
America, an industry trade organization. 

The airline industry is another “early adopter” of biofuels 
and will be a gigantic consumer in the future. A mid-size 
airline uses as much jet fuel as the entire military, so it only 
makes sense that the industry would want to find a 
competitive alternative to petroleum, Young said. But the risk 
needs to be spread across the spectrum — from farmers and 
producers to the variety of end-users. 

“You need to connect the whole supply chain,” she said. 
There are a number of efforts to bring these groups 

together. The Department of Agriculture recently hosted a 
matchmaking event in Washington, D.C., to connect producers 
of energy feedstocks with biorefineries seeking to make fuels 
for commercial sale and consumption. Sarah Bittleman, senior 
advisor to the agriculture secretary, said that these key 
relationships will determine the country’s success in 
developing and deploying new aviation fuels. Those involved 
in feedstock and biofuels production must increase their 
understanding of supply chain issues, logistical challenges and 
potential pitfalls along the way, Bittleman said. 

A main concern is the lack of facilities. The Energy 
Independence and Security Act of 2007 mandated that the 
country’s fuel supply include 36 billion gallons of biofuel by 
2020. In 2010, the Agriculture Department reported that the 
United States still needed 527 new biorefineries at a cost of 
$168 billion to meet that mandate. 

“We’re essentially renting factories,” Dillon said. “We 
have no large-scale purchasing on the feedstock, so we’re 
buying truckload by truckload of feedstock [and introducing 
it] into the process.” 

Issues related to time and money are working against the 
establishment of biorefineries that can serve the military. The 
DLA currently only has authority to award contracts for up to 
five years to purchase fuel. But building a large-scale 
production facility to make biofuels is an expensive 
proposition that requires financing. And companies are finding 
it difficult to obtain large sources of up-front money for the 
construction and operation of new plants on the basis of short-
term contracts. 

Extending DLA’s contracting authority to 15 years would 
send a huge message to capital markets that these investments 
are less risky, Dillon said. 

Strides are being made. Valero Energy Corp. is building a 
commercial facility on the Gulf Coast to produce 10,000 
barrels a day of renewable diesel fuel using Honeywell’s 
technology. The facility will be up and running later this year, 
Rekoske said. 

The fact that the largest independent refiner in the country 
is placing its bets on green energy says a lot, he said. 

“They are a big business,” Rekoske said. “They don’t 
make decisions to do something if it’s not going to be cost 
competitive with the diesel fuel they supply today.” 

Jet fuel is a subset of what is in diesel fuel, so Valero’s 
new facility sets a benchmark for what also could be done for 
military and commercial aircraft, he said. 

“They’re kissing cousins with respect to the chemical 
properties,” Rekoske said. “If you can make diesel fuel, you 
can make jet fuel at those prices as well.” 

Where the biofuels come from is another source of 
debate. There is concern that as the biofuels industry gains 
momentum, it may eat into feedstocks used by other 
industries. 

“We are interested in making something which is 
indistinguishable chemically and physically from gasoline, 
diesel fuel and jet fuel,” Rekoske said. “We also focus on 
making sure we try to use sustainable feedstocks. 
Sustainability of feedstock is probably the industry’s major 
challenge — finding feedstocks which are not only sustainable 
but are available at a reasonable cost.” 

Warner expressed concern about a tug-of-war between the 
biofuels and food industries. He wondered where farmers 
would find additional land to grow crops for alternative fuels. 

“I represented an agriculture state and went to the farms,” 
he said. “It’s corn, it’s soy beans, it’s wheat, it’s alfalfa and so 
forth, and they rotate the crops. I don’t know where there’s 
any vacant land suddenly to expand.” 

Young’s organization facilitated a pre-purchase 
agreement with AltAir Fuels LLC for 75 million gallons of jet 
fuel per year over the course of a decade. This project will 
involve the growing of camelina in the Pacific Northwest on 
land that is already being used for agricultural purposes. 
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Camelina is a cover crop and can be used in rotation with 
wheat and other grains, and the same equipment can be used 
to farm the different crops, Young noted. 

The Agriculture Department is performing outreach trying 
to persuade farmers to use camelina and has announced a pilot 
program to begin providing crop insurance for the plant. The 
department also has studied the feasibility of giving crop 
insurance to producers of other biofuel feedstocks such as corn 
stover, straw and woody biomass. There needs to be more 
initiatives to show farmers that these crops will be competitive 
with others that they grow, Young said. Those types of 
programs will help the industry climb over the commercial 
hump, she said. 

But there also can be a clash of interests over feedstocks. 
The key feedstock for the soap industry is animal fat, 

which just happens to be the key ingredient the new Valero 
facility will be using to produce its renewable diesel fuel. 

“We’re seeing the case where our feedstock is going to 
biofuels,” said Mary Vihstadt, government affairs consultant 
for the Dial Corp., a soap manufacturer. She said that she 
understands that biofuels will take precedence until new 
feedstocks and technologies come on line. 

“But what do we do in the meantime?” Vihstadt said. 
Animal fat “is dependent upon how much beef we consume in 
this country. It’s inelastic, so we will be competing with 
biofuels for a feedstock that we use to make soap.” 

It doesn’t have to be a competition, Dillon said. 
Solazyme makes oil from sugar and even partners with 

Unilever to make soap without using a drop of animal fat, he 
said. 

Solazyme turns plant biomass into oil. Plant material, 
which is essentially made of sugar, is put into fermentation 
tanks. Then the company infuses its algae into the tank, and in 
about two days, that algae has converted all of the sugar into 
oil. 

“This is the first time in the history of oil we can actually 
design what the oil looks like,” Dillon said. “We are talking 
about a new technology that can turn one thing into another ... 

You can take wood chips or the grass clippings from the golf 
course that get landfilled or the stover left over after you’ve 
harvested the corn, you can take old newspapers. All of that 
you can take and you can feed it to microbes and our process 
turns that sugar directly into oils ideal for making a bar of 
soap or box of detergents.” 

Collaboration will be key moving forward. The 
departments of Agriculture, Energy and the Navy last year 
announced that they would invest up to $510 million over 
three years — with financial help from the private sector — to 
produce biofuels for both military and commercial 
transportation. The Agriculture Department will focus on 
feedstocks, the Energy 

Department will take the lead on technology and the Navy 
will provide the market by buying the fuels. Officials hope the 
effort leads to the establishment of commercial-scale 
biorefineries in different regions of the country that produce 
jet and naval drop-in biofuels from a variety of feedstocks and 
processes. 

“It is without a doubt proven that these drop-in fuels 
work,” Warner said. “But having sat up there in the puzzle 
palace for 30 years, I know that they’re going to tolerate only 
so long these prices for the biofuels.” 

Bloomberg New Energy Finance analysts say that some 
aviation biofuels, including that made from camelina, could be 
competitive with regular jet fuel come 2018. Until then, the 
government will have to use subsidies and follow through on 
mandates requiring their use to speed up the pace of adoption, 
analysts said. 

Companies are inching closer to being able to offer the 
military the quantities of green fuel it needs to make a dent in 
petroleum consumption. And the price of alternative fuels will 
continue to drop as some of the technology involved in 
creating them matures, Dillon said. 

“What did the military pay for the first set of night-vision 
goggles? And what do they pay today?” he said. “I’m sure it’s 
a lot less. That’s how technology development works.”  
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31. NECC Announces Formation Of Coastal Riverine Force 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 14 MAY 12) ... Navy Expeditionary Combat Command Public Affairs 

VIRGINIA BEACH, Va. -- Navy Expeditionary Combat 
Command (NECC) is establishing a new command, the 
Coastal Riverine Force (CORIVFOR), a merger of Riverine 
Group 1 and the Maritime Expeditionary Security Force 
(MESF), June 1. 

CORIVFOR will perform core maritime expeditionary 
security missions in the green and brown waters bridging the 
gap between traditional Navy blue water operations and land-
based forces, spanning the capabilities that currently reside 
with the riverine and expeditionary security force. 

"We are combining maritime expeditionary and riverine 
forces to preserve a range of capabilities in brown, blue and 
green water environments," said Capt. James C. Hamblet, 
commodore of Maritime Expeditionary Security Group 
(MESG) 2. "Although Coastal Riverine Force will 
predominantly perform force protection type missions, when 
required it will be capable of conducting offensive operations 
which will enhance mission effectiveness throughout the 
force." 

CORIVFOR will be composed of active and Reserve 
component unit capable of defending high value assets against 
a determined enemy and, when ordered, conducting offensive 
combat operations. Capable of conducting 24-hour operations, 
CORIVFOR will provide port and harbor security, offshore 
protection for maritime infrastructure and Military Sealift 
Command ships operating in coastal waterways. When 
necessary elements of this force will provide offensive combat 
capabilities. 

CORIVFOR will utilize a mix of maritime expeditionary 
security and riverine equipment with plans to procure 
additional craft in the future. 

CORIVFOR will be comprised of two Echelon IV groups, 
Coastal Riverine Group (CORIVGRU) 1 homeported in 
Imperial Beach, Calif. with squadrons located in San Diego at 
the Naval Amphibious Base. CORIVGRU 2 will be 
homeported in Portsmouth, Va. with active squadrons located 
at Norfolk Naval Shipyard, Portsmouth, Joint Expeditionary 
Base Little Creek-Fort Story (JEBLC-FS), Va., a forward 
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deployed detachment in Bahrain, and reserve squadrons 
located in Newport, R.I. and Jacksonville, Fla. 

"By combining capabilities we will be able to provide a 
more effective way of expanding maritime security both 
inland and on coastal waterways," said Hamblet. 

The establishment of Coastal Riverine Force will take 
place June 1 at JEBLC-FS for CORIVGRU 2 and Imperial 
Beach, Calif. for CORIVGRU 1. The force's initial operating 
capability is slated for October 2012 and the CORIVFOR will 

reach Full Operational Capability in Oct. 2014. All current and 
scheduled routine deployments will continue as normal. 
Hamblet will become the first commodore of CORIVGRU 2. 
Capt. Eric Moss, commordore of Maritime Expeditionary 
Security Group (MESG) 1, will command CORIVGRU 1. 

CORIVFOR is a component of NECC and provides 
flexible responsive maritime security forces capable of 
performing high level security. 
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32. Communications Continuity 
Navy wants new land- and sea-based networks to integrate seamlessly 
(SEAPOWER MAGAZINE MAY 2012) ... Daniel P. Taylor 

Their production time lines are not exactly in sync, but 
once the new ship-based and land-based networks reach full 
operational capability, the U.S. Navy hopes they will be two 
peas in a pod. 

The Navy already has selected a winner for the ship-based 
Consolidated Afloat Networks and Enterprise Services 
(CANES) competition and hopes to deploy the new network 
— which will consolidate many independent networks aboard 
ships into one easier-to-use version — on a destroyer 
sometime next fiscal year. 

Meanwhile, the final request for proposals for the land-
based Next Generation Enterprise Network (NGEN) 
competition had not been released by press time April 13, 
although the Navy still hopes to award a contract in 
December. 

The Navy envisions a future where, instead of several 
legacy networks, each with their own little jobs, the service 
has two consolidated networks that allow Sailors and Marines 
to seamlessly transition from a network on a ship to one on 
shore, and vice versa, with the swipe of a card — or 
something like that. 

But before the service can address full integration, a lot of 
work needs to be done just to get the programs off the ground. 
The Navy took a major step with the CANES program by 
awarding a $37 million limited-production contract to 
Northrop Grumman over competitor Lockheed Martin earlier 
this year. Lockheed filed a protest, but withdrew it March 5, 
clearing the way for Northrop to begin prototype and testing 
work with the Navy in advance of a planned first installation 
on a ship in fiscal 2013. 

CANES will consolidate and modernize networks aboard 
more than 180 ships. With all options exercised, the contract 
could be worth $637 million. 

"We are using commercial, off-the-shelf [COTS] 
technology, government ownership of data rights, open 
architectures and constant competition to keep costs down," 
Capt. D.J. LeGoff, Navy tactical networks program manager, 
said in a statement to Seapower. "It helps us get out of the 
sole-source negotiations and price-creep issues that sometimes 
plague programs… This is really the first time we're going to 
industry and saying, ‘We want to hear what you guys have, the 
best practices that you've learned from integrating with major 
corporations, and we want to take advantage of that.'" 

The Navy released another draft request for proposals 
(RFP) earlier this year for NGEN, the follow-on $1.5 billion-
per-year network that will replace the legacy Navy-Marine 
Corps Intranet (NMCI) that connects 800,000 Marines, Sailors 

and civilians. The final RFP should come out this spring, with 
a contract award in December. The Navy is racing to get the 
program started because the continuity-of-services contract it 
has with Hewlett Packard (HP) to keep NMCI running expires 
in spring 2014, leaving the NGEN program with not much 
time to field a replacement. 

Capt. Shawn Hendricks, program manager for naval 
enterprise networks, said in a statement last month that the 
program decided to release a second draft RFP earlier this year 
for NGEN in order to make sure the program puts out the most 
complete RFP possible. 

"Industry has played such a vital role in the development 
of the NGEN RFP that the program office is releasing an 
updated draft RFP for industry to review and comment on 
changes since the initial draft was released Sept. 30, 2011," 
Hendricks said. 

In the meantime, NMCI operator HP will work to keep 
the legacy network humming until NGEN can take its place. 
Bill Toti, HP vice president for Navy strategic programs, told 
Seapower that the network is "not the network that began 12 
years ago under EDS." HP bought EDS in 2008. 

"I think the service has continued to improve over the 
COSC [continuity-of-services contract]," Toti said. "I think it's 
in a good place in terms of network operations and ready to 
move on to NGEN." 

HP has assembled a team — which includes Northrop — 
that will pursue the NGEN contract. Likely competitors 
include Harris Corp., whose officials declined to be 
interviewed, and Computer Sciences Corp., who did not 
respond to a request for comment. 

Toti said that, like NMCI is today, NGEN will be under 
"substantial cost pressures" as the Navy seeks to cut 25 
percent in information technology costs in the coming years. 

"We have been trying to respond to that by trying to cut 
costs on the network whenever we can," he said. "We're doing 
that now and not waiting for NGEN." 

However, what both HP and the Navy do not want to give 
up is that seamless integration between networks. Toti said the 
HP team had an advantage in making that happen because it 
has Northrop Grumman, the CANES prime contractor, as its 
partner. 

"We have opportunities to improve that and reduce 
substantial traffic on a network by shortening and making 
pathways more efficient," he said. 

He said creating NMCI was a much more challenging 
problem. 
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"When we first took over NMCI in the early days, it 
probably was much worse than either EDS or the Navy 
believed," he said. "It really was kind of a random collection 
of 2,000 separate networks that existed in the Navy at the 
time. Each destroyer squadron, for example, had its own 
network. 

"Integrating 2,000 networks into a single network was a 
challenge that had never been done before," he added. 
"Integrating 300 shipboard networks at Northrop Grumman is 
a less challenging problem. Integrating the sea-based 
architecture with the shore-based architecture is substantially 
less challenging probably than even CANES." 

Mike Twyman, vice president for Northrop's defense 
systems division, acknowledged that NGEN is "still a 
procurement waiting to happen," but noted that all of the 
parties involved are determined to make the integration as 
seamless as possible. 

"The Navy wants to operate as one logical network," he 
said. 

He said there are three areas of integration that will need 
to be addressed: network integration, systems management 
efficiencies and computer network defense. 

Northrop's CANES system has an advantage because of 
its focus on open architecture, Twyman said. 

"The benefit is that our solution is 100 percent COTS," he 
said. "That kind of facilitates integration on multiple levels." 

LeGoff, the program manager for CANES, said he and 
NGEN program manager Hendricks "have a routine dialogue 
on how we can compare and contrast things," but admitted the 
timing made focusing on integrating the two networks 
difficult. Still, it remains a priority for the programs. 

"One of us is entering source selection [NGEN]; one of us 
is coming out [CANES]," LeGoff said. "There are a lot of 
places where we are similar and we're sharing as much as we 
can there. But there are a lot of things that drive us to different 
solutions because of the environments that we respectively go 
to. However, we are trying to line up things as much as 
possible." 
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33. Ready For A Ray Gun? ONR Plans Shipboard Laser Tests 
Destroyers, cruisers likely would see high-tech weapons first 
(NAVY TIMES 21 MAY 12) ... Joshua Stewart 

Soon, the sound of combat may not be a thunderous boom 
but an electronic zap. 

The Office of Naval Research is in the early stages of 
putting a solid-state laser weapon onto a ship. If the project 
succeeds, it effectively will make all the sci-fi clichés about 
lasers – from death rays to “set phasers to stun” — a reality. 

It means surface ships will have a new weapon that 
doesn’t require any space in the magazine, can rapidly target 
different enemies and costs about $1 per shot to use — less 
than the cost of a .50-caliber round. The idea is that lasers will 
operate alongside traditional kinetic weapons on surface ships 
but will give skippers a new option for handling threats from 
small unmanned and unmanned aircraft, cruise missiles, fast 
attack boats and swarming surface vessels — “all weapons we 
may have to face in the Persian Gulf one day,” said Mark 
Gunzinger, co-author of a report on laser weapons for the 
Center for Strategic and Budgetary Assessments, a 
Washington think tank. 

Contractors have developed laser weapons before, but 
now the Navy wants to test that technology on a ship in four 
years. Which surface vessel will be first to host the new 
technology is not certain, but the Office of Naval Research is 
anticipating it eventually will go on cruisers and destroyers. 
Aircraft could also have laser weapons, but that technology 
isn’t as developed. 

Adding Options 
For now, neither ONR nor experts are suggesting lasers 

should entirely replace kinetic weapons. Rather, they see them 
as an option to repel threats in some situations. For example, a 
laser could have been a good option for preventing the suicide 
boat bombing of the destroyer Cole in October 2000. 

Roger McGinnis, an innovative naval prototype executive 
with ONR, said it’s difficult to deter attacks like the one on 
Cole with kinetic weapons because there’s a risk of an errant 
shot hitting an unintended target, or fragments created by a 
successful shot creating collateral damage. A laser would 

allow the skipper to “dial up” the weapon’s power to an 
appropriate level to counter the specific threat. 

Beyond bringing a new capability, there are other 
advantages to lasers, said Peter Morrison, a program officer 
for ONR’s solid-state laser office. For one, unlike their kinetic 
weapon counterparts, lasers run on electricity and do not need 
a below-deck magazine to store ammunition, a factor that 
could trim shipbuilding costs because ammo storage is heavily 
protected to prevent catastrophic chain reactions. 

“With this laser, we don’t have to worry about this high 
explosive,” he said. 

Less storage space would mean more room for offensive 
weapons, Gunzinger said. 

Besides the attack capability, the laser system comes with 
one feature that McGinnis and Morrison think has an everyday 
application: high-end optics. To hit a distant target, the laser 
needs an optics system to visually identify the threat and aim 
precisely. Such a capability could also be used to identify a far 
off target. It’s similar to using the scope on a sniper rifle to 
spot something in the distance, but with no intention to take a 
shot. 

Additionally, laser attacks are expected to be cheaper than 
a kinetic attack. Lasers run off of electricity which is 
generated from the ship’s fuel. Morrison said the typical laser 
shot could require around a gallon of fuel per shot for a 100-
kilowatt system. 

But there are limits. For one, lasers have difficulty 
operating in bad weather because thick haze or fog could 
dissipate and weaken a shot it before it hits a target. 
Additionally, it will be at least a decade before aircraft can be 
armed with a laser, and most likely the weapon load-out will 
include a pod like system, Gunzinger said. 

Many of the details are still being figured out. ONR is 
working with Naval Sea Systems Command to determine how 
many lasers should go on a ship and where they should be 
located to provide 360-degree coverage. Researchers are also 
evaluating the technical aspects, such as the maximum amount 



 31

of power a laser could use, how the ship’s energy system can 
power the weapon, and the intricacies of the cooling system 

that would allow the laser to fire several shots in succession. 
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BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
34. Navy Band To Play In Erie As Part Of Perry 200 Celebration 
(ERIE (PA) TIMES-NEWS 14 MAY 12) ... Ron Leonardi 

The U.S. Navy Band will drop anchor in Erie for two 
concerts in June. 

The Navy's 35-member concert band, based in Newport, 
R.I., will perform at a free public concert on June 1 from 7 to 
8:30 p.m. at Liberty Park. 

The band's second concert will be June 2 at the Erie 
Maritime Museum as part of the Flagship Niagara League's 
annual Mariner's Ball. 

"The Navy Band is extremely hard to secure, and they're 
very selective of the type of events that they go to," said Caleb 
Pifer, the Flagship Niagara League's director of marketing and 
development. 

Flagship Niagara League officials initially asked the Navy 
Band to visit Erie specifically for the Mariner's Ball. 

"That didn't fit with the criteria that is really defined, but 
they saw the event was so unique between the Flagship 
Niagara's historical significance and the fact that the Navy has 
been officially charged by the U.S. Congress with carrying out 
the bicentennial celebrations for the War of 1812 across the 
country," Pifer said. 

"They also took into account all of the naval officers we'll 
be honoring at the event as well. We were granted an 
exception, and that's how we were able to get them," he said. 

The Navy Band last visited Erie in 1995 for the city's 
bicentennial celebration. 

The U.S. Brig Niagara will be in Presque Isle Bay, 
offshore from the Burger King Amphitheater, during the June 
1 concert at Liberty Park. 

During the band's grand finale, the state's flagship will 
salute the crowd and band with a cannon shot. 

A free shuttle will run from the Intermodal Transportation 
Center to Liberty Park during the June 1 concert, Pifer said. 

"We're expecting a huge crowd for it," Pifer said. "To 
have the band come all the way to Erie just for the Mariner's 

Ball seemed like a missed opportunity. We really wanted to be 
able to provide this opportunity to the people of Erie." 

Navy Band members will stay at Penn State Behrend 
residence halls during their Erie stay, Pifer said. 

The band is scheduled to arrive in Erie on May 31 and 
leave June 3. 

The band will head to Erie from its performances at the 
New York City Fleet Week, which honors the U.S. Navy and 
U.S. Marine Corps. 

The Navy Band will present an abbreviated patriotic 
salute just before sunset at the June 2 Mariner's Ball. 

The band will perform on the plaza behind the Erie 
Maritime Museum for 20 to 30 minutes, playing patriotic 
songs, including the national anthem. 

Ten Naval officers are expected to attend the Mariner's 
Ball. Rear Adm. Matthew J. Kohler, an Erie native, will be 
honored. 

"We believe he exemplifies the ideals and mission that we 
try to represent and instill in the public here at the Erie 
Maritime Museum and on the Niagara," Pifer said. 

The Flagship Niagara League will present Kohler with a 
custom-made award that will include a plaque mounted on a 
piece of 1813 wood from the original U.S. Brig Niagara. 

Kohler has many relatives who live in Erie. Kohler sailed 
on the Niagara last summer during a day sail. 

Flagship Niagara League officials expect a sellout crowd 
of 450 to attend the Mariner's Ball. 

The ball, which serves as the Flagship Niagara League's 
top annual fundraising event, will be held at the Erie Maritime 
Museum and on the deck of the Niagara. The event will pay 
homage to 200 years of naval tradition and heritage in Erie. 

About 350 people attended the 2011 Mariner's Ball, 
which raised more than $50,000 for the league, Pifer said. 
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35. Arlington Sailors Participate In Civil War Commemoration Ceremony 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 14 MAY 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Eric Brown, Pre-Commissioning Unit Arlington 
Public Affairs 

DREWRY’S BLUFF, Va. -- Sailors from Pre-
Commisioning Unit Arlington (LPD 24) participated in an 
interpretive sign dedication commemorating the last battle of 
the ironclad Navy vessel USS Monitor May 12. 

The dedication was part of the National Park Service's 
(NPS) "Drewry's Bluff and the Seven Days" sesquicentennial 
events at the Richmond National Battlefield Park. 

The Battle at Drewry's Bluff, which took place 150 years 
ago, was the U.S. Navy's first and last attempt to take the 
Confederate capital by water during the Civil War. 

The sign dedication was the collaborative effort of NPS, 
the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration and the 
Hampton Roads Naval Museum (HRNM). 

"In the spring of 1862, Union forces looked for a direct 
route to Richmond [Va.], both by land and on water" said Matt 
Eng, deputy director of education at HRNM, to about 40 
people in attendance. "In May, the North Atlantic Blockading 
Squadron, guarding the mouth of the Chesapeake Bay, 
dispatched a small flotilla of vessels in an attempt to take 
Richmond by force. If Richmond was the heart of the 
Confederacy, the James River was the arterial vein that crept 
up the Chesapeake Bay to its heartland. Such success might 
result in an early end to the war, which had already cost the 
lives of thousands of men on both sides of the conflict." 

"It was here, on May 15, 1962, that a force of ships was 
repelled by Confederate defenders situated along the bluff. 
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The victory marked the last attempt by a direct assault by 
water." 

The event's keynote speaker was Arlington's Lt. j.g. 
Martin Dineen, a history major who graduated from the U.S. 
Naval Academy in 2009. 

Dineen noted that, although Navy's technology and 
mission have changed greatly between the Civil War and 
today, the honor, courage and commitment exemplified by 
U.S. Sailors throughout the ages has not. 

"For us to be here, for us to see the memorials and read 
the stories of what Sailors have done in the past brings home 
what we are doing and how we are honoring them," he added. 
"We are ambassadors of the Sailors of the past, all the Sailors 
of the present, and the Sailors of the future. I speak on behalf 
of the crew of Arlington to say that we are proud to be here, 
and very happy that people are taking the time, money and 
effort to preserve our history." 

USS Monitor, a 987-ton armored turret gunboat, was 
commissioned in February 1862. She arrived in Hampton 
Roads, Va., March 9 and immediately engaged in battle with 
the Confederate ironclad CSS Virginia. During this first battle 
between iron-armored warships, Monitor prevented Virginia 
from gaining control of Hampton Roads, preserving the 
Federal blockade of the Norfolk area. 

"[On May 15, 1862, Monitor] participated in a 
bombardment of Confederate fortifications at Drewry's Bluff," 
the Navy History and Heritage Command continues on its 
website. "These James River batteries, manned in part by 
crewmen from the late ironclad Virginia, successfully resisted 
the attack. Monitor's guns were unable to elevate sufficiently 
to hit the well-situated enemy, USS Galena, her thinly 
armored consort, was badly shot up." 

After this battle, Monitor remained in the Hampton Roads 
area, actively employed along the James River in support of 
the Army's Peninsular Campaign. In late December 1862, 
Monitor was caught in a storm off North Carolina's Cape 
Hatteras, and sank on the last day of the year. 

Although Monitor was in commission for less than a year, 
it remains an integral part of Navy history. 

"The Confederacy knew that USS Monitory was 
something more than a ship. It became a symbol of power and 
prestige, a near-mythological force of naval might, capable of 
inflicting heavy damage on its enemies," Eng said. "That 
insignificant-looking object, floating in the Chesapeake Bay 
and here on the James River, became the most powerful 
warship in the world." 
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36. Sun Herald Staffer To Ride USS Mississippi 
(BILOXI (MS) SUN HERALD 13 MAY 12) ... Karen Nelson 

The Sun Herald’s Don Hammack, a former submariner, 
will board the USS Mississippi and ride it to Pascagoula later 
this month for a June 2 commissioning. 

Along the way, he will report what he learns during 
several days aboard the Navy’s newest, state-of-the-art, 
nuclear submarine. 

Ingalls’ shipbuilding’s sister yard in Newport News, Va., 
contributed to the construction. Commissioning is when the 
Navy officially accepts a vessel from the shipbuilders. 

Hammack served three years as an officer aboard the USS 
Grayling in the mid-1990s. He left the Navy with the rank of 
lieutenant. He is a former sports writer, now a senior copy 
editor and page designer on the Sun Herald presentation desk. 

The USS Mississippi is about 90 feet longer than the 
submarine Hammack served on. The new sub is 337 feet long 
and 34 feet across. 

“It sounds small,” Hammack said. “But there are so many 
systems jammed into that tight space that I never thought 
about it as being small or confining.” 

He said he’s looking forward to seeing the advancement 
in technology during the 17 years since he left the service. But 
he knows there will be areas closed to visitors. 

It’s a fast-attack sub used to hunt other subs and surface 
ships during times of war, used to launch guided missiles to 
knock out air defenses in a first-wave attack and used for 
surveillance. 

One thing Hammack remembers from his years aboard a 
submarine, “the food is good. It’s one of the perks of being 
underwater for months at a time.” 

Return to Index 
 

37. New F-35Bs Arrive, Perdue Angles For Aircraft's Future 
(NEW BERN (NC) SUN JOURNAL 14 MAY 12) ... Sue Book 

Two more F-35B Joint Strike Fighters are now in the 
hands of the Marine Corps and Gov. Bev Perdue will be 
talking to Washington leaders Thursday to help ensure others 
stay in the pipeline for basing at Cherry Point air station. 

Perdue, N.C. Sec. of Commerce Keith Crisco, N.C. 
Military Affairs Director John Nicholson and Perdue’s 
Washington office director Jim McClusky plan to see most of 
North Carolina’s congressional delegation including senators 
Richard Burr and Kay Hagan and Rep. Walter Jones and high 
level Defense Department officials. 

The first F-35B squadrons are not expected to arrive at 
Cherry Point before 2024. But manufacturer Lockheed Martin 
ferried two more of the production aircraft to the 2nd Marine 

Aircraft Wing F-35B training squadron at Elgin Air Force 
Base, Fla. — good news for those awaiting the pricey aircraft 
that has faced assorted development delays. 

BF-9 and BF-10 of the short takeoff vertical landing 
(STOVL) Lightning II planes left Naval Air Station Fort 
Worth Joint Reserve Base in Texas for the 90-minute flight to 
the 2 nd MAW’s Attack Training Squadron 501, hosted by the 
33rd Fighter Wing at Elgin. 

The Marine Corps expects one more STOVL production 
jet, BF-11, to be delivered in a short while to bring the 
Marines total to six of the controversial F-35B aircraft. 

Environmental impact statements first allocated Cherry 
Point air station with eight squadrons of the multi-role stealth 
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aircraft expected to ultimately replace aging Marine Corps 
F/A-18 Hornets, AV-8B Harriers and EA-6B Prowlers with 
one tactical, fixed-wing aircraft. 

The aircraft supports the Marine Corps’ tactical and 
operational needs for close air support in austere conditions 
and locations that may be inaccessible to traditional fighters. 

But cutbacks have trimmed the numbers coming to 
Cherry Point, lengthened the wait for their arrival, and put in 
question some of the repairs Fleet Readiness Center East 
expected to perform for the fifth-generation aircraft. 

Jamie Norment and Hugh Overholt of Ward and Smith, 
which has the contract to supervise Craven County’s lobbying 
effort, are among those accompanying the governor to D.C. 

“The objectives are to look at the Joint Strike Fighter 
situation and make sure we’re in line to get it,” Overholt said. 
“(Perdue) wants to explain that we have the capacity for future 
growth. Even in view of a possible base realignment and 
closure process, we have ample training space and a friendly 
military environment. 

“The Marine Corps has extended the life of the Harrier 
until 2022,” he said, “but we are going to lose the Prowlers 
around 2020 when they will be decommissioned. We are 
trying hard to make sure we have operational aircraft and also 
don’t have that gap of aircraft repair work at Fleet Readiness 
Center East.” 
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38. Virginia Beach Losing Millions To Protect Oceana 
(WTKR CBS NORFOLK 14 MAY 12) ... Mike Mather 

VIRGINIA BEACH – The city and state have spent seven 
years and several million dollars moving families out of 
Oceana’s crash zones by buying and bulldozing their homes. 
But records provided under a Freedom of Information Act 
request shows dozens of cases where the city sells those empty 
lots back to developers who then build larger homes on the 
same parcels. 

And in each transaction, the city and state lose tens of 
thousands of dollars. In one transaction, the government lost 
more than a million dollars. 

The city provided to NewsChannel 3 more than 40 real-
estate records showing residential property the city bought, 
and then later resold. The money to buy these properties from 
willing sellers is split evenly from city and state budgets. In 
most cases, the city bulldozes the homes and allows neighbors 
to buy the parcels for expanded yards at cut-rate prices. 

However in several cases, the city combined some of the 
lots into bigger parcels and sold them to home builders at huge 
losses. 

 The city bought three homes on Indiana Ave. for 
$479,290. The city combined the three lots into one, 
removed the option to build duplexes and sold the 
triple-sized lot to a developer for $62,500. The house 
now on the site is listed for $269,900. 

 A block away on Roselynn Lane, the city bought and 
bulldozed two homes for $426,000. The city 
combined the two lots into one, removed the duplex 
zoning, and sold the lot to a home-builder for 
$62,500. The house there is listed for $279,900. 

 The city bought and bulldozed nine homes on six 
different streets and demolished them all for $1.6 
million. The city turned the nine lots into eight lots 
and sold them in a single transaction to a developer 

for $320,000. In this deal, reducing the number of 
houses by one cost taxpayers $1.3 million. 

The city council approves every sale. 
Mayor Will Sessoms says the goal of the program is to 

reduce “potential development” around the base. Many of the 
lots around Oceana are zoned for duplexes, even though they 
are occupied by single homes. Sessoms says when the city 
buys a lot and downzones the property, that limits future 
development. 

“What we are doing with encroachments around Oceana 
is an example of how it should be done,” said the city’s 
mayor. “This isn’t Will Sessoms the mayor of Virginia Beach 
saying that, this is the Navy saying that, so I am very proud of 
what we have accomplished there.” 

However in many cases, the city’s plan does nothing to 
reduce the actual number of families living in the crash zones. 
At least eight times the city bought houses, but did not 
demolish them. Instead, the city simply removed the duplex 
option and re-sold the properties at staggering losses. For 
example, the city bought a house at 205 N. Oceana Blvd. for 
$275,000, removed the duplex zoning, and then sold it for 
$75,000. 

Even though the city and state have aggressively thinned 
development near the air base, there are brand-new houses in 
Oceana’s crash zone ready for new families, all built on lots 
that were once cleared by the city. Records show the city has 
spent more than $10 million for residential properties that it 
later resold, mostly to developers, for $1.6 million. 

“We must acknowledge that we live around an air base,” 
Sessoms said. “We’ve done a wonderful job in recent years 
doing everything we can to reduce the risk. Are we ever going 
to do away with the risk? The answer is no.” 

View Clip (RT: 5:33) 
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39. USS Jacksonville Sailors Visit Namesake City 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 14 MAY 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Greg Johnson, Commander, Navy Region 
Southeast Public Affairs 

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. -- Five Sailors assigned to Los 
Angeles-class attack submarine USS Jacksonville (SSN 699) 
visited Jacksonville, Fla., May 9-14, during a namesake visit 
sponsored by Navy League Jacksonville. 

Jacksonville Commanding Officer Cmdr. Nate Sukols, 
Chief of the Boat Command Master Chief (SS/DV) Roger 
Schneider, Electronics Technician 2nd Class (SS) Andrew 
Crips, Sonar Technician (Submarine) 3rd Class (SS) Davin 
Fields and Electrician's Mate 3rd Class (SS) Thomas Rode´ 
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spent the week meeting local officials, visiting local schools 
and enjoying various attractions throughout the Jacksonville 
area. 

"One of our missions at the Navy League is to enhance 
the morale of active duty Sailors and Marines and this visit 
was a great opportunity to do that," said Chuck Tamblyn, 
Navy League Jacksonville president. "It was also a great 
opportunity for some of the Jacksonville's Sailors to come 
here and experience Jacksonville and get an understanding of 
what the city is all about and what their ship is named after." 

According to Sukols, it was an honor to be able to 
represent his boat on such a visit. 

"It's a tremendous privilege to be here and have the 
opportunity to represent USS Jacksonville," he said. "The city 
has been so supportive and it's actually very humbling to be 
the center of attention like this. We're one of 18 submarines in 
Pearl Harbor, so we're not really used to it, but to come here 
and be treated so special is really incredibly humbling and we 
are very grateful to the city, the base and the Navy League." 

During the trip, Jacksonville Sailors visited First Coast 
High School and spoke to two Navy Junior Reserve Officer 
Training Corps classes. At Oceanway Middle School, more 
than 900 students packed the gymnasium for a question-and-
answer period that emphasized the importance of math and 
science and how it applies to their Navy careers. 

"It's an important message because math and science can 
be the building blocks of a successful career," Schneider said. 
"We use it on a daily basis, whether it's to detect range or 

direction or just about everything else. Everywhere you look, 
there are guys doing math and science. It's fundamental and 
it's important for anyone who wants to pursue higher 
education." 

The Sailors also conducted a number of other events in 
the local community, including visit to Wolfson Children's 
Hospital and a service project at Ronald McDonald House 
where they crew spread mulch and worked to improve the 
landscaping around the childrens' play area. 

"Seeing the Ronald McDonald House was inspiring 
because it's a 100 percent volunteer effort," Crips said. "That 
kind of thing is really the mark of a good society and the work 
those volunteers are putting in is a reflection of the good will 
of the people in the Jacksonville community." 

While community projects were a large part of the trip, 
the Sailors also found time to enjoy some recreational 
activities in the Jacksonville area, including a tour of 
Everbank Field, a Jacksonville Suns baseball game and a visit 
to the St. Augustine Alligator Farm. 

According to Sukols, the only down side to the trip was 
that he could not bring along more of his Sailors. 

"There are only five of us here, but we're representing the 
entire 140-man crew of USS Jacksonville. While I know they 
appreciate the support we've received from the city of 
Jacksonville leading up to this trip, I wish that more of them 
could have experienced the warm reception that we've had 
through the past few days." 
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40. Cost To Relocate Marines Off Okinawa A Moving Target 
(STARS AND STRIPES 15 MAY 12) ... Travis J. Tritten 

CAMP FOSTER, Okinawa — U.S. taxpayers will 
shoulder most of the cost for a planned relocation of Okinawa-
based Marines, according to the agreement reached with Japan 
last month, but the stated $8.6 billion price tag for the move is 
not yet firm and does not take into account the entire project. 

And, it could be years before such a move takes place. 
The $8.6 billion figure is only a preliminary estimate for 

moving 5,000 Marines from Okinawa to Guam and is not 
based on any specific military construction projects on the 
island, Defense Department spokeswoman Cmdr. Leslie Hull-
Ryde told Stars and Stripes last week. Furthermore, the 
potential cost of moving thousands of Marines from Okinawa 
to Hawaii was not included in the estimate, she said. 

The U.S. and Japan have been trying to reduce the Marine 
Corps presence on Okinawa for years, but the controversial 
effort has drawn criticism from both the U.S. Senate and the 
Government Accountability Office for lack of accurate 
accounting and planning. Last year, the GAO found that a 
2006 bilateral agreement to transfer roughly 5,000 of Marines 
off Okinawa had been estimated at $10.27 billion by the U.S. 
and Japan, but the GAO determined the cost to be closer to 
$23.9 billion. 

Under the agreement unveiled last month, 9,000 Marines 
are to be transferred off Okinawa to Guam, Hawaii and 
Australia. 

The estimated $8.6 billion for the Guam move will 
include new Marine Corps bases, family housing and training 
facilities on the island. The U.S. share of the cost will be $5.8 
billion — equal to $1.16 million per Marine — while Japan 

has agreed to pay the additional $2.8 billion, according to the 
Ministry of Defense. 

“There are no facilities available for 5,000 Marines on 
Guam,” Hull-Ryde wrote in an email. “The cost of 
construction on Guam is relatively expensive.” 

Guam already houses Andersen Air Force Base and Naval 
Base Guam, but new Marine Corps facilities will be needed 
for the additional troops. Those facilities could be built either 
on existing military land or privately owned land. The cost 
estimate released by the U.S. and Japan was calculated using 
the current island construction costs and some anticipated 
Marine Corps needs, but specific military buildup projects 
have not yet been hashed out, Hull-Ryde said. 

The Japan ministries of defense and foreign affairs said 
last week that a breakdown of Japan’s $2.8 billion share of the 
cost has not been finalized and that discussions with the U.S. 
on the Guam buildup price tag and construction components 
are expected to continue later this year. 

Even as the plan moves forward, the extent of the future 
Marine Corps footprint on Guam is likely to remain unknown 
for several years. 

The Navy needs to conduct a study to determine what 
Marine Corps bases, housing and training areas are needed 
and where they will be located, said Capt. Dan Cuff, forward 
director of the Joint Guam Program Office, which heads the 
buildup effort locally. 

A large-scale environmental study that took years to 
complete, must now be revamped because the U.S. and Japan 
decided to scale back the Marine Corps presence to 5,000 
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from an original estimate of 8,600. Cuff said the Navy 
anticipates completing the study in two years and making a 
final decision on the new basing layout in 2015. 

Once the decision is released, the service can then begin 
negotiating the cost of construction with contractors. 

Meanwhile, the U.S. and Japan also have agreed to shift 
some Okinawa Marines to Hawaii, though neither government 
has released figures on how many might be relocated there. 

Hawaii Gov. Neil Abercrombie said last month that the 
DOD will send 2,700 Okinawa Marines to the state. Hawaii, 
like Guam, is a remote Pacific island that already hosts a 
significant U.S. military population. 

However, the cost of relocating Marines to Hawaii is still 
being studied by the department and is uncertain for now, 
Hull-Ryde said. 

Marine Forces Pacific in Hawaii referred all questions 
about the relocation back to the DOD. 

Such uncertainty about the ultimate cost to U.S. taxpayers 
has been fueling concern in the U.S. Senate, where top 
lawmakers on the Armed Services Committee recently called 
realignment efforts “unrealistic, unworkable and 
unaffordable.” Funds for the project have been frozen, until 
DOD allays fundamental concerns over the cost and feasibility 
of the current plans before the projects can move forward, 
Sen. Jim Webb, D-Va., said Thursday. 

“It is premature to assess the accuracy of what the 
Defense Department describes as preliminary cost estimates 
for realignment actions on Guam,” Webb said in a written 
statement to Stars and Stripes. 

Congress has given the DOD until the end of June to 
submit an independent study on the realignment and possible 
alternatives. 
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NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
41. Panetta To Speak At Naval Academy Graduation 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 14 MAY 12) 

ANNAPOLIS, Md. — Defense Secretary Leon Panetta is 
scheduled to speak at the U.S. Naval Academy’s graduation 
this month. 

The academy announced Monday that Panetta is speaking 
at the event, which is scheduled for May 29 at Navy-Marine 
Corps Stadium in Annapolis. 

Panetta was sworn in as defense secretary in July. He also 
served as director of the Central Intelligence Agency from 
February 2009 to June 2011. From July 1994 to January 1997, 
Panetta served as chief of staff to President Bill Clinton. 
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42. Congressional Delegation Visits Troops In Afghanistan On Mother's Day 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 14 MAY 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Jonathan Carmichael, Naval Mobile Construction 
Battalion 11 Public Affairs 

HELMAND PROVINCE, Afghanistan -- A 
Congressional delegation visited troops on Camp Leatherneck 
in Helmand Province, Afghanistan on Mother's Day, May 13. 

House Minority Leader, U.S. Rep. Nancy Pelosi along 
with U.S. Reps. Jean Schmidt, Carolyn Maloney, Anna Eshoo, 
Terri Sewell, and Rear Adm. Brian P. Monahan, attending 
physician for Congress and the Supreme Court. 

In attendance were Marines of Regional Command 
Southwest and Navy Seabees assigned to Naval Mobile 
Construction Battalion (NMCB) 11. 

Pelosi approached the podium after a brief introduction by 
Marine Capt. Jacobus Vollebregt, U.S. military operations 
attorney, Regional Command Southwest. 

One by one, Pelosi introduced the members of her 
delegation, and each was met with applause from those in 
attendance. 

"It's special for us...to thank you for protecting America's 
families; to honor each and every one of you and pay our 
respects to you; and also to especially pay our respects to our 
women members who are serving, some of whom are moms, 
and what we're finding out on these trips, some of whom are 
grandmothers," said Pelosi to the troops. 

"All of you make special sacrifices as, of course, 
courageous fighters for our country, but also many of you are 
parents, and we recognize that sacrifice." 

Following Pelosi's address, the delegation mingled and 
posed for photographs with troops before departing Camp 
Leatherneck. 

The Regional Command Southwest mission is to conduct 
counterinsurgency operations focused on protecting the 
Afghan people, developing Afghan National Security Forces 
capabilities, and in conjunction with the Helmand Provincial 
Reconstruction Team and the government of the Islamic 
Republic of Afghanistan, supporting the improved governance 
and economic development. 

Homeported in Gulfport, Miss., NMCB-11 is deployed to 
Afghanistan to conduct general, mobility, survivability 
engineering operations, defensive operations, Afghan National 
Army partnering and detachment of units in combined/joint 
operations area - Afghanistan in order to enable the 
neutralization of the insurgency and support improved 
governance and stability operations. 
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43. Mental Disorder Hospitalizations Up 19% In 2011 
(NAVY TIMES 14 MAY 12) ... Patricia Kime 

The number of active-duty troops hospitalized for mental 
disorders rose 19 percent in 2011, to 21,735, up from 18,250 
in 2010, according to a Defense Department morbidity report 
released Monday. 

The statistics mean that for the second straight year, 
mental disorders have supplanted pregnancy as the number 
one reason active-duty personnel are hospitalized. 

From 2006 to 2009, pregnancy-related conditions and 
childbirth were the top reasons service members were 
admitted to hospital. 

But in 2010, mental disorders — mainly adjustment 
diagnoses, including post-traumatic stress disorder, and 
episodic mood disorders, including major depression and 
bipolar disorder — were associated with more hospitalizations 
among the active-duty component than any other medical 
condition. 

And the trend continued in 2011. 
“Together, these two conditions accounted for 15 percent 

and 17 percent of all hospitalizations of males and females 
(excluding pregnancy) respectively,” according to an Armed 
Forces Health Surveillance Center report released Monday. 

In 2011, there were nearly 100,000 hospitalizations for 17 
major categories of illness and injury, according to the report. 

Pregnancy-related conditions and delivery accounted for 
19,722 hospitalizations in 2011. 

Ranking third on the list was injury and poisoning; 
according to center data, nearly two-thirds of the 12,741 
hospitalizations for these categories were battle casualties. 
One in seven injuries or poisonings were reported as 
“intentionally inflicted,” which included not only suicide 
attempts, fights and assaults but also harm by enemy weapons. 

Hospitalization for injuries and poisonings were higher 
among men than women, and of the “unintentional injuries,” 

the most common reason for hospitalization among men was a 
fall, complication of medical or surgical care or a gun or 
explosive device; among women, common reasons were 
complications of medical procedures and poisonings. 

Hospitalization rates were more than two times higher for 
females than males, but pregnancy and deliver accounted for 
roughly 58 percent of all hospitalizations of females. 

The rate of hospitalization for conditions not related to 
pregnancy was 30 percent higher among females than males. 

In a reflection of which services have borne the brunt of 
combat in Iraq and Afghanistan, mental disorders were the 
leading cause of hospitalization in the Army and Marine 
Corps, while pregnancy and delivery-related conditions 
accounted for more hospitalizations in the Navy, Air Force 
and Coast Guard than any other category of illness or injury. 

The study authors pointed out that the increase in the 
number of mental health hospitalizations does not necessarily 
mean that more personnel are developing behavioral health 
problems. Instead, they said, the increase in hospitalizations 
could reflect a growing awareness and understanding of 
mental health disorders among service members, their 
commands and family members, and a greater willingness to 
seek help. 

“The recent sharp increase likely reflect the effects of 
many factors, including: repeated deployments and prolonged 
exposure to combat stresses; increased awareness and concern 
regarding threats to mental health among unit commanders, 
service members and their families; increased screening for 
and detection of mental disorders after combat-related service 
and other traumatizing experiences; and decreasing stigmas,” 
the authors wrote. 
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44. Got A Pirate Problem? There's Even An App For That 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 14 MAY 12) ... Grace Jean, Office of Naval Research Public Affairs 

ARLINGTON, Va. -- The Department of Defense will 
begin funding an Office of Naval Research (ONR)-sponsored 
project aimed at developing Web applications to help 
multinational navies police the world's oceans, officials 
announced May 14. 

The International Collaborative Development for 
Enhanced Maritime Domain Awareness (ICODE MDA) was 
one of 14 projects selected by the Office of the Under 
Secretary of Defense for Acquisition, Technology and 
Logistics to receive $1 million awards beginning this fall 
through the Coalition Warfare Program, which funds 
international collaborative research efforts. 

The ICODE MDA project is a research alliance between 
ONR and Space and Naval Warfare (SPAWAR) Systems 
Center Pacific (SSC Pacific). ONR is partnering with 
scientists in Chile to build widgets, or Web-based 
applications, for use by Sailors and maritime operators to 
analyze data and other information to combat pirates, drug 
smugglers, arms traffickers, illegal fishermen and other 
nefarious groups. 

"A lot of maritime threats occur in developing parts of the 
world," said Dr. Augustus Vogel, associate director for Latin 
America and sub-Saharan Africa in ONR-Global's Chile 
office. "Our goal is to develop partnerships with countries that 
have maritime threats to help solve those problems." 

ONR will tap researchers at the Technical University of 
Federico Santa Maria, one of Chile's top engineering schools, 
to create Web-based tools in an open source environment. The 
work will focus on producing software to improve automation, 
small-target detection and intent detection. 

Ultimately, the software will be compatible with multiple 
maritime network systems so that navies around the world can 
use the tools and share information for global operations. 

"We'll take those tools and integrate them into a widget 
framework that can be part of a coalition-accessible Web 
portal," said John Stastny, an engineer in the advanced 
analysis systems branch at SSC Pacific, who is helping to lead 
the ICODE MDA project. 

The effort in Chile is part of a larger collaborative project 
that encompasses nations in Africa, where ICODE MDA has 
been underway with researchers at the University of Ghana, 
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University of Pretoria, University of Mauritius and the Council for Scientific and Industrial Research in South Africa. 
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45. 8,000 Contractors Said Eligible For U.S. Cyber Guard 
(REUTERS 14 MAY 12) ... Jim Wolf 

WASHINGTON - Up to 8,000 companies doing business 
with the Pentagon may be qualified to join a newly expanded 
U.S. effort to guard sensitive information on private networks, 
a senior Defense Department official said Monday. 

The Pentagon on Friday invited all of its eligible 
contractors to join the voluntary pact aimed at fighting what 
U.S. officials have described as growing cyber threats that 
allegedly originate, above all, in Russia and China. 

The Defense Department will provide intelligence-
derived information on malicious Internet traffic to the 
companies; the firms are to share information on any cyber 
penetrations of their networks with the government. 

"We think there are as many as 8,000 that are already 
cleared and could be participants in the program," Richard 
Hale, the department's deputy chief information officer, said in 
a teleconference. 

Perhaps 1,000 companies are expected to take part in the 
permanent new program initially and if it grows beyond this, 
"We would be pleased," he said. 

The trial program began in 2007 and had been capped 
until last week at 36 participants. Of the three dozen, 17 had 
opted for an enhanced effort, begun about a year ago, under 
which their Internet service providers scanned their incoming 
traffic based on information provided by the National Security 
Agency, the communications-intercepting Pentagon arm. 

Eric Rosenbach, deputy assistant secretary of defense for 
cyber policy, said companies that make up the so-called 
defense industrial base had been under "unrelenting attack 
from sophisticated actors trying to steal intellectual property 
and sensitive information." 

The service was not intended as a "silver bullet" to thwart 
cyber threats but a promising link of public and private 
interests, he said. He added that it could be readily scaled to 
help guard crucial U.S. infrastructure - power grids, financial 
networks, transportation services - if a decision to do so were 
made by the White House. 

Three Internet service providers currently are providing 
filtering and remediation services using specialized 
intelligence on a pay-for-service basis, Rosenbach told the 
teleconference. 

He declined to name the trio, citing what he called their 
preference in the matter. The intelligence information 
involved was relayed by the Defense Department to the 
Department of Homeland Security, which is responsible for 
dealing with the service providers, Rosenbach said. 

Verizon Communications Inc is participating, Richard 
Young, a company spokesman, said by email. AT&T Inc and 
CenturyLink Inc - the two others widely reported to round out 
the group - did not return requests for comment. 

Rosenbach said no "personally identifiable information" 
was being passed back to the government by the providers of 
the enhanced cybersecurity service. 

The basic service is a kind of alert to cyber threats and 
suggestions for remedying them. To be eligible, a company 
must be cleared by the Pentagon to store classified information 
on its networks and premises up to at least the "Secret" level. 

Privacy and civil liberties had been front and center 
during development of the program, reviewed by the Justice 
Department and by privacy experts within the U.S. 
government, Rosenbach said. 

The cyber threat to U.S. aerospace, defense and other 
high-technology companies is increasing at "a rapid and 
accelerating rate," Rear Admiral Samuel Cox, director of 
intelligence for the military's Cyber Command, told a 
conference last month. 

The Office of the National CounterIntelligence Executive, 
a U.S. intelligence arm, said in an unclassified report to 
Congress in October that China and Russia were in the 
forefront of keyboard-launched theft of U.S. trade and 
technology secrets. 
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46. CNIC's MWR Brings Battleship To Bases Nationwide 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 14 MAY 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Monique K. Hilley, Commander, Navy 
Installations Command Public Affairs 

WASHINGTON -- Navy Morale, Welfare and Recreation 
(MWR), in coordination with Universal Studios, will be 
offering special screenings of Battleship to Sailors and their 
families prior to the nationwide release of the movie May 18. 

The film's director, Peter Berg, kicked off the free 
screenings at Naval Base Coronado and Naval Base San Diego 
May 11. Special screenings also took place at Camp Lejeune, 
Naval Air Station Whidbey Island, Naval Submarine Base 
New London and Joint Base Little Creek-Fort Story. 

Berg, director of Battleship, will also attend the Joint 
Base Little Creek-Fort Story screening. Future screenings will 
take place in Washington, D.C. May 14, at Naval Air Station 
Jacksonville May 15 and onboard USS Missouri May 16. 

Those interested in attending the special screenings 
should contact their local MWR offices for show times and 
locations. 

Following Department of Defense (DoD) approval in 
2010, the film's production began in early 2010 and principal 
photography took place during the Pacific Fleet's RIMPAC 
training exercise later that year. Because filming took place on 
top of already scheduled training events, it did not impair the 
exercise and there was no cost to the Navy or American 
taxpayers. 

Additional filming also took place in Hawaii, San Diego, 
and on a film set in Baton Rouge, La., constructed by 
Universal Studios. 
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The end result is a film that provides movie-goers with a 
realistic look of the Navy and our Sailors operating at sea in 
an action-packed Hollywood film. 

Battleship is a 2012 American science fiction action naval 
war film. The film was directed by Peter Berg and released by 

Universal Pictures. The film stars Taylor Kitsch, Alexander 
Skarsgård, Rihanna, Brooklyn Decker and Liam Neeson. 

Commander, Navy Installations Command (CNIC) 
operates the MWR program worldwide to enhance quality of 
life for Sailors and their families. 
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OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
47. The Beginning Of Welcome Change 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 15 MAY 12) ... Editorials 

Monday marked a long-awaited shift in some of the 
Pentagon's policies excluding women from certain positions 
because of their gender. But it shouldn't mark the end. 

The practical effect of the move is that nearly 14,000 
assignments closed to women are now open. The Army alone 
will change the rules for about 13,000 billets. The Marine 
Corps will adjust requirements for 371 assignments. 

Under the 1994 rules, women were excluded from some 
jobs for a variety of reasons, including simply because they 
were "co-located" with combat units. That will change, 
according to a statement from the Pentagon: 

"(O)ccupations will no longer be closed to women solely 
because the positions are required to be co-located with 
ground combat units; and second, a sizable number of 
positions will be opened to women at the battalion level in 
select direct ground combat units in specific occupations." 

The military, however, has not made a wholesale change 
in its employment policies. That's overdue. Women constitute 
14.6 percent of the active force and roughly 17 percent of the 
reserves. They've proven they're as capable as men, on and off 
the battlefield. They should be considered for assignments 
based on their training, experience, leadership potential and 
physical requirements for the mission, not eliminated from 
consideration simply because they're female. 

Although the Pentagon focused on the billets newly 
available to women, it said relatively little about the thousands 
of positions that remain closed. If women can now find a slot 
in a company with a combat unit, they are still excluded from 
an actual combat post. 

The 1994 rules required the military to exclude women 
from military positions based on five basic considerations: 
"direct ground combat; berthing and privacy; co-location; long 

range reconnaissance and special operations forces; and 
physically demanding tasks." 

As of Monday, the 60 new Navy positions open to women 
include 18 medical officer positions, 19 chaplain officer 
positions and 23 chief and petty officer first class hospital 
corpsman positions. The Pentagon report notes that 99 percent 
of all Air Force positions, officer and enlisted, are open to 
women. The figure is 66 percent for the Army, 68 percent for 
the Marines, and 88 percent for the Navy. 

Among the positions for which women are not eligible: 
SEALs, Riverine squadrons and Marine Corps support in 
compliance with direct ground combat rule. 

Differences between the sexes means that some positions 
are likely to remain closed, at least at first. "Practical 
barriers... require time to resolve to ensure the services 
maximize the safety and privacy of all service members while 
maintaining military readiness," The Pentagon statement said. 
"Building upon analysis and experience, the services will 
develop gender-neutral physical standards for use by all 
members." 

Pentagon officials stress that this significant rule change 
is the beginning. Said Acting Under Secretary of Defense for 
Personnel and Readiness Jo Ann Rooney: "The department 
intends to continue to remove barriers that prevent service 
members from serving in any capacity in which they qualify." 

In six months, the Defense Department is expected to 
update its report on the new policy and the progress toward 
gender-neutral physical standards. That's appropriate. Women 
have been killed and wounded in combat and noncombat 
incidents in Iraq and Afghanistan. It's time the military 
acknowledged the realities of modern war and updated 
accordingly. 
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48. Will U.S., China Navies Play Nice? 
(THE DIPLOMAT 12 MAY 12) ... James R. Holmes 

Can China and the U.S. get along on the high seas, or 
even work together on issues of mutual interest? Maybe. 

A slew of worthwhile questions came up during the Q&A 
at last month’s Harvard-Diplomat panel in Cambridge, 
Massachusetts. We even got to banter with an old hippie who 
held forth on China’s virtues as an honest broker in the non-
Western world, a stark contrast to supposedly predatory 
America. That reminded everyone we were at an epicenter of 
the Sixties. 

Or, one graduate student asked about what China is doing 
to prepare itself for nonmilitary missions in the “far seas,” as 
Chinese officials and pundits call waters remote from East 
Asian shores. She voiced particular interest in the part China’s 
newly refitted Soviet aircraft carrier might play in ventures far 

from Chinese shores, like counterpiracy, counterproliferation, 
or humanitarian and disaster relief. And, in time-honored 
graduate student fashion, she sneaked in a second question, 
this one about the prospects for U.S.-China cooperation on the 
high seas. 

These are worthy topics to explore. The former is mostly 
about hardware and thus less interesting (to me). The ex-
Varyag will play no part in far-seas operations until engineers 
work the kinks out of the hull and its internals, and until the 
People’s Liberation Army Navy (PLAN) has a working air 
wing for the ship. Those are no easy tasks. It could take years 
for aviators to develop the skills needed to operate from a 
pitching flight deck. Once the flattop is a working vessel, it 
will presumably be capable of doing many of the things U.S. 
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carriers do at the margins of nonmilitary endeavors, though on 
a smaller scale because of its smaller size. 

Some of a carrier’s capacity comes from the fact that it’s 
a mobile airport with its own fleet of aircraft. Some comes 
from the fact that it’s a big ship with a big engineering plant. 
Naval vessels often shut down their plants when they moor to 
a pier, and run vital systems from shore electrical power. A 
carrier can reverse the process, supplying the city from its own 
generators. 

Consider two recent cases. USS Abraham Lincoln 
rendered humanitarian assistance in the Indian Ocean 
following the 2004 tsunami off Aceh. Its helicopter squadrons 
delivered supplies along the coast of stricken Sumatra. Its 
massive distilling plants converted seawater to fresh water 
suitable for drinking and washing. Similarly, USS Ronald 
Reagan and USS George Washington brought aid to northern 
Japan following the earthquake, tsunami, and nuclear disaster 
that struck the archipelago last year. Stung by its inability to 
provide assistance during the 2004-2005 relief effort, and 
aware it can burnish China’s good name by rendering 
assistance, Beijing has determinedly pursued the capability to 
respond to future natural disasters and humanitarian 
emergencies. Soft power arises from selfless acts, but a 
government needs the wherewithal as well as the resolve to 
perform such acts. 

The second question is more intriguing and, in all 
likelihood, more consequential for Asia’s maritime future. Can 
China and the United States get along on the high seas, or 
even work together on matters of mutual interest? Maybe so. It 
depends where on the map Chinese and U.S. interests 
intersect. Close to Chinese shorelines, probably not. Farther 
away, maybe so. Over time, working together outside East 
Asia could help them work together in the hothouse 
diplomatic environment of East Asia. It’s something worth 
striving for. 

Beijing’s receptiveness to seaborne collaboration appears 
inversely proportional to the distance from Chinese shores. 
Controversies in the China seas trip defensive reflexes among 
Chinese leaders and pundits, not to mention a sizable swathe 
of the populace. That’s why in 2010, Rear Admiral Yang Yi of 
China’s National Defense University reported that U.S. plans 
to conduct naval exercises in the Yellow Sea “evoked an 
intense reaction from the Chinese public.” Because the Obama 
administration “ignored the Chinese government’s stern 
remonstrations and the strong reaction of the Chinese people,” 
noted Yang, China’s legion of “patriotic netizens” exhorted 
the leadership to pelt flagship George Washington with 
antiship missiles. That’s a visceral reaction to what even 
Beijing agreed – grudgingly, when pressed – were lawful 
maneuvers in international waters and skies. 

Distance seems to still such reflexes, at least in part. Over 
the past three years, for instance, China’s navy has operated 
amicably alongside the national naval contingents and 
multinational task forces suppressing piracy in the Gulf of 
Aden. A former teaching partner of mine spent a year with the 
U.S. Fifth Fleet in 2008-2009. When he returned, he recalled 
that the commanders of the Chinese squadron off Somalia had 
dined on board the American flagship – on the very same day 
Chinese vessels “harassed” USNS Impeccable in the South 
China Sea. Talk about Providence juxtaposing events for 
ironic effect! 

To use a physics metaphor, it feels like a kind of inverse-
squares law governs how China surveys its nautical 
surroundings. Beijing frets endlessly over challenges to its 
interests in the Yellow, East China, and South China seas. 
Those worries seem to recede with distance from Chinese 
shores, much as distance attenuates gravitational force, 
electromagnetic fields, light, sound, and radiation. The farther 
you get from the source, the weaker the energy. And it’s not a 
gradual or linear decline. The intensity plunges by the square 
of the distance. 

Why? Part of the reason must be domestic politics. Events 
outside the China seas, and especially outside the Western 
Pacific, simply lack the emotional resonance of controversies 
in the “near seas” which lap against Chinese shores. 
Generations of Chinese have considered the near seas an 
offshore preserve. Few events in faraway expanses like the 
Atlantic Ocean or the Mediterranean Sea will stoke the same 
passions as a U.S. nuclear-powered aircraft carrier – the pride 
of the U.S. Navy – cruising the Yellow Sea, at Beijing’s 
maritime door. 

Another factor is that China sees fewer vital interests in 
jeopardy in the “far seas” outside East Asia than it does close 
to home. From Taiwan to maritime territorial claims to the 
North Korean nuclear impasse, Beijing has taken on a 
dizzying array of commitments in the China seas. But there 
must be more to it than that. Beijing has energy interests 
aplenty at stake in the Indian Ocean, yet it plays reasonably 
well with others there. 

Expediency must be at work as well. China has numerous 
commitments along its seaboard and is struggling to field 
enough assets to uphold those commitments. That leaves little 
to spare for adventures in the Indian Ocean and elsewhere. 
Simple prudence warns against taking on too much – and 
outrunning the nation’s finite means. Beijing has little choice 
but to do what it has done in the Gulf of Aden. It can deploy 
modest forces while trusting to others to shoulder most of the 
maritime-security burden for now. Over time, should it 
arrange matters in the near seas to its liking, China’s 
leadership can afford to undertake a more proactive policy and 
strategy in the far seas. If it can boost the amount of sea power 
at its disposal, it can reduce the inverse-squares effect. 

Or, consider a historical analogy. The dynamic taking 
hold in the Asian seas feels like the inverse of one that 
prevailed in late Renaissance Europe, when seafaring states 
operated under one set of rules close home and a starkly 
different one in remote seas. China’s competitive impulse 
appears strongest in the China seas, weakest in distant seas 
like the Indian Ocean. In 1559, as part of the negotiations 
leading to the Treaty of Cateau-Cambrésis, France and Spain 
reached an informal understanding whereby they could make 
war in a remote theater – the West Indies, their counterpart to 
the far seas, where both powers saw vital resource and trade 
interests at stake – while remaining at peace in Europe. 

In short, they agreed that there would be “no peace 
beyond the line.” According to British historian James 
Williamson, “line” is a misnomer. There were two lines 
denoting the western and northern edges of the war zone. The 
French and Spanish sovereigns, that is, declared the waters 
south of the Tropic of Cancer and west of the longitude of 
Ferro, in the Canary Islands, a battleground. Williamson 
maintains that this arrangement affirmed longstanding custom. 
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Historian Garrett Mattingly offers a rejoinder, insisting that it 
is far from clear where the “lines of amity” ran. Brown 
University historians Carl and Roberta Bridenbaugh tacitly 
agree with him, pegging the western boundary at the Azores 
rather than the Canaries. Nonetheless, Mattingly and the 
Bridenbaughs do accept Williamson’s basic premise that 
Europeans were prepared to fight in American waters while 
remaining at peace in Europe. 

Warfare in the West Indies was a messy, indirect affair. 
Monarchs typically issued “letters of marque” rather than send 
the navy to prey on merchantmen and seaports. Official 
charters empowered private seamen to act as “privateers,” 
raiding enemy shipping in the royal interest while taking their 
own cut of the plunder. Officials at court winked at outright 
piracy during this no-holds-barred era of marine affairs. The 
England of Queen Elizabeth I and King James I later joined 
the bloodsport, sending forth Sir Francis Drake, John 
Hawkins, and other larger-than-life figures to sow havoc in 
American waters. 

This is one of those comparisons that’s worthwhile more 
because of the differences than the similarities between two 
regions and ages. Think about some of the disparities 
separating the North Atlantic then from Asia today. Then, land 
powers adjoining one another agreed to fight for their 
economic interests, but to do so in a secondary theater and 
without widening the war to their homelands. They agreed not 
to let nautical competition set loose a life-or-death struggle 
along their common frontiers. Economics remained subsidiary 
to national survival. 

In Asia today, the two protagonists to an unspoken 
arrangement are separated by thousands of miles of ocean. 
They need not choose between survival and their other 
interests. On the other hand, unlike 16th century France and 
Spain, they discern vital interests in waters that wash against 
one of the rivals’ coasts. The concentrates minds not beyond 
the line, but within it. It remains to be seen whether Americans 
attach the same importance to freedom of the seas that 
Chinese attach to reordering affairs along their historic marine 
periphery. In the Indian Ocean and other expanses, both 
countries can take a more easygoing attitude – making it easier 
to cooperate. The geometry is different, even though similar 
motives and reflexes are at work. 

Then, it was hard to determine where the boundary 
between comity and conflict ought to run. The argument 

between Mattingly and Williamson makes the point. Today, 
it’s easier to detect the line beyond which different rules 
apply. Geography helps. To China’s east, it makes intuitive 
sense that the offshore island chain running from Japan 
through Taiwan to the Philippines delineates China’s 
immediate ambitions. And to be sure, Chinese strategists like 
the late Admiral Liu Huaqing, father of the PLAN, designate 
the seas bounded by the island chain (along with a swathe of 
the Western Pacific just to the east of the islands) as the 
primary theaters of Chinese maritime endeavor. To the 
southwest, the line traced by the Malay Peninsula and the 
Indonesian archipelago – a line pierced by the vital Strait of 
Malacca – constitutes a logical boundary for China’s seaborne 
aspirations. 

Now as in Elizabethan times, a doctrine of no-peace-
beyond-the-line erects no absolute barrier to interactions 
between near and far seas. Indeed, Drake’s 1585-1586 
expedition to the Indies drove the Spanish treasury to the point 
of bankruptcy – and evidently helped goad King Philip II into 
sending the Armada against the British Isles in 1588. Judging 
from that precedent, Sino-American conflict in the near seas 
could radiate into the far seas, gutting efforts at maritime-
security cooperation. Or, conversely, collaboration in the far 
seas could radiate into the near seas, helping relax tensions 
there. There are no guarantees. 

And finally, it’s worth asking whether the logic of 
Cateau-Cambrésis applies to China’s relations with other 
seagoing nations besides the United States. For example, the 
European precedent maps more precisely to Sino-Japanese 
relations – relations between two strong sea powers situated 
near each other – than to U.S.-China relations. Will similar 
motives shape diplomacy between Tokyo and Beijing? Or, 
what about China and Russia, two great powers with a 
common land border? And what about China and India, two 
seafaring states that will interact more and more as China 
amasses sea power and, in all likelihood, expands its nautical 
enterprise into the Indian Ocean. In that case India would play 
the same part China plays in East Asia, China the part of the 
American outsider coming into the local great power’s home 
waters. 

Renaissance Europe – you take your historical analogies 
where you find them. 

James Holmes is an associate professor of strategy at the 
U.S. Naval War College. 
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49. False-Flag Operation On LOST 
Treaty would compromise U.S. sovereignty, not enhance it 
(WASHINGTON TIMES 14 MAY 12) ... Frank J. Gaffney Jr. 

Here we go again: The usual suspects - the 
environmentalists, the one-worlder transnationalists, the 
Obama administration (to the extent that is not redundant) and 
assorted shortsighted special interests including, regrettably, 
the United States Navy - are dusting off the hopelessly 
outdated and inequitable United Nations Law of the Sea 
Treaty (better, and more accurately, known as LOST) in the 
hope of jamming its ratification through the Senate as was 
done two years ago with the defective New Start Treaty. 

Amazingly, they are doing so under what intelligence 
professionals would dub a “false flag” operation - an initiative 
that presents itself as one thing, in this case the “American 

Sovereignty Campaign,” when it is exactly the opposite. If 
ever there were an anti-sovereignty treaty it is LOST. It speaks 
volumes about the lengths to which this accord’s proponents 
have to go to conceal the reality that they are masquerading as 
advocates of U.S. sovereignty, not what they really are: 
champions of an effort to greatly reduce it. 

As it happens, the poster child of this bait-and-switch may 
be former-Sen.-turned-lobbyist Trent Lott. In October 2007, 
former Senate Majority Leader Lott actually circulated a letter 
to his colleagues urging that the Law of the Sea Treaty be 
withdrawn from consideration by what was once known as 
“the world’s greatest deliberative body.” 
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This letter warned: “To effect the treaty’s broad regime of 
governance, we are particularly concerned that United States 
sovereignty could be subjugated in many areas to a 
supranational government that is chartered by the United 
Nations under the 1982 Convention. Further, we are troubled 
that compulsory dispute resolution could pertain to public and 
private activities including law enforcement, maritime 
security, business operations, and nonmilitary activities 
performed aboard military vessels.” 

Today, however, Mr. Lott represents Shell Oil. His job is 
to lobby his former colleagues not to sign a letter that has that 
exact same language in it, word for word. Is that because the 
treaty is no longer a threat to U.S. sovereignty at the hands of 
“a supranational government that is chartered by the United 
Nations under the 1982 Convention”? Or is it simply that Mr. 
Lott is now a gun for hire, willing, like the campaign he is 
helping advance, to do or say whatever it takes to get a 
seriously defective treaty ratified? 

How defective is LOST? Consider the following 
illustrative examples of its fatal flaws: 

First, as Mr. Lott once warned, ratification of LOST 
would commit the United States to submit to mandatory 
dispute resolution with respect to U.S. military and industrial 
operations. While LOST proponents argue that the United 
States will choose available arbitration mechanisms to avoid 
legal decisions from the International Court of Justice or the 
International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea, such arbitration 
panels are no less perilous for U.S. interests since the decisive 
“swing” arbiters would be appointed by generally unfriendly 
U.N.-affiliated bureaucrats. The arbitration panels can also be 
relied upon to look to rulings by those two bodies to inform 
their own decisions. 

Furthermore, while there is a LOST provision exempting 
“military activity” from such dispute resolution mechanisms, 
the treaty makes no attempt to define “military activity,” 
virtually guaranteeing that such matters will be litigated - in 
all likelihood to our detriment - before one or another of 
LOST’s arbitration mechanisms. The rulings of such 
arbitrators cannot be appealed. 

Subjecting our military to the risks of such mandatory 
dispute resolution is all the more imprudent given that LOST 
provides the Navy with no navigational rights and freedoms 
beyond those it already enjoys under customary international 
law and the U.S. Freedom of Navigation program. The Navy 
has successfully protected American interests on the seas for 
more than 200 years without the United States becoming a 
party to LOST - including during the 30 years since LOST 
was concluded, in 1982. There is no compelling reason to 
believe that record will be improved upon by entrusting the 
job to international legal arrangements. 

Second, the Law of the Sea Treaty contains provisions 
that risk putting sensitive - and in some cases, militarily useful 
- information and technology in the hands of America’s 
adversaries and its companies’ commercial competitors. 
Claims by LOST’s proponents that this problem was fixed by 
a 1994 agreement that was not signed by all of LOST’s parties 
cry out for close examination by the Senate and the nation. 

Third, the Law of the Sea Treaty entails commitments that 
have far-reaching implications for U.S. businesses, far beyond 
the possibility of mandatory technology transfers. These 
include: embroiling this country in treaties bearing on 
commercial activities to which it is not a party; wide-ranging, 
intrusive and expensive environmental obligations; creating 
standing for foreign nationals to pursue alien torts in our 
courts; and jeopardizing our rights under the World Trade 
Organization, which was established after 1994. 

Of particular concern is the fact that LOST creates an 
international taxation regime. It does so by empowering the 
International Seabed Authority to tax Americans for the 
purposes of meeting its own administrative costs and of 
globally redistributing revenue derived from the exploitation 
of seabed resources. 

It is a travesty to portray a treaty with such clearly 
sovereignty-sapping provisions as an enhancement to our 
national sovereignty. LOST should be rejected this time - as 
President Reagan did 30 years ago and as Mr. Lott urged 25 
years later. 

Frank J. Gaffney Jr. is president of the Center for 
Security Policy and a columnist for The Washington Times. 
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50. Iran Talks' Moment Of Truth Has Arrived 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 15 MAY 12) ... Gerald F. Seib 

In the long and winding American quest to curb Iran's 
nuclear program, the next month is the most critical period 
yet. And there are three men to keep an eye on as it unfolds: 
President Barack Obama, Iranian Supreme Leader Ali 
Khamenei and Israeli Defense Minister Ehud Barak. 

U.S. officials and their partners from other big world 
powers meet Iranian negotiators in Baghdad on May 23. That 
meeting will show whether the oft-discussed, never quite real, 
diplomatic track for stopping Iran from developing the ability 
to make nuclear weapons actually exists. 

The conditions for hopping on that diplomatic track have 
never been better. Economic sanctions on Iran—particularly a 
growing international ban on buying its oil—are biting, to the 
point that oil tankers loaded with Iranian oil are loitering off 
its coast, with nowhere to go because customers are melting 
away. And the oil embargo tightens considerably when a 

European Union ban on Iranian oil purchases goes into effect 
July 1. 

The U.S. and its world-power partners—China, Russia, 
France, Britain and Germany—met with Iranian negotiators in 
mid-April for the first negotiating session in more than a year. 
U.S. officials say that meeting was the first time the Iranians 
engaged in a serious conversation about their nuclear program, 
one free of bluster and preconditions. 

That meeting set the stage for this month's encounter in 
Baghdad, where a serious proposal from the world powers will 
be put on the table, asking Iran for specific steps to show it is 
willing to pull back its nuclear activity. The proposal won't 
take Iran by surprise; quiet conversations are under way 
between Europeans and Iranians as the meeting approaches, 
explaining in general what Tehran will be asked to do. 

So if the Iranians show up and talk in Baghdad, it won't 
be because they wonder what the world expects of them, but 
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because they already know in general and are willing to 
discuss the ideas. If the meeting comes off successfully, U.S. 
officials think there will be, for the first time, an actual 
diplomatic track under way. 

In other words, if serious diplomacy is going to take root, 
this month is when it will have to happen. If not, Israeli or 
American military action to stop Iran becomes much more 
likely. 

What the U.S. and its partners seek from Iran at the May 
23 meeting likely will be a variation on an idea floated before: 
Iran curbs its enrichment program and gives up uranium it 
already has enriched—depleting its stockpile of potential 
nuclear-weapons fuel—in return for safe nuclear reactor fuel 
made elsewhere. 

Specifically, that probably means a plan calling for Iran to 
ship out of the country the uranium it already has enriched to 
20% purity, and to stop enriching any more uranium above the 
safer 5% level. That probably would mean stopping 
enrichment at a sensitive nuclear facility near the holy city of 
Qom—the one that most scares both U.S. and Israeli officials. 

In return, Iran would get processed nuclear fuel from 
abroad, a sign the world accepts a peaceful nuclear program 
for civilian power and medical research. And, of course, there 
would be the prospect of easing sanctions. 

Presumably, Iran, if it is willing to move down this path, 
will want European leaders to agree not to implement the full 
embargo on Iranian oil purchases set to kick in this summer. 
But U.S. officials say that isn't likely to happen, at least not at 

this stage. "They'd really have to wow us" for the oil ban to be 
eased, says one official. 

As this drama unfolds, the first person to watch is 
President Obama. His goal at this point is simply, in the phrase 
officials use, "to push the timeline to the right"—that is, to 
slow down the Iranian march to nuclear weapons capability 
enough to buy time for a broader solution. He may soon face 
tough judgment calls on which Iranian moves are real, and 
which are sufficient. 

The second key figure is Iran's Ayatollah Khamenei. 
Western officials have virtually dropped the pretense that 
President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad really matters on nuclear 
decisions, and think the only voice that counts is that of the 
spiritual leader. That is why Mr. Obama in March sent 
Ayatollah Khamenei a back-channel message via Turkey 
saying the ayatollah's recent religious declaration that 
possession of nuclear weapons is immoral provides the basis 
for negotiation. 

The third key figure won't be involved in the negotiations 
at all, and isn't even the leader of his country. He is Israeli 
Defense Minister Barak. American officials don't hold out 
much hope his boss, Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, will 
find any negotiating progress sufficient to conclude the threat 
has been contained and justify putting aside the option of a 
military strike. 

But Mr. Barak is another matter, and as deputy prime 
minister he would have to agree on any military move. There 
will be many opinions in Israel on the diplomatic dance ahead, 
but his matters most. 
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BBLLOOGGSS::  
51. EXCERPTS FROM BLOGS AROUND THE WORLD 
(PUBLISHED 18 – 21 MAY 12) 

 
Navy Nurse Corps Celebrates Its 104th Birthday by 

Vice Adm. Matthew Nathan from Navy Medicine Live, 
May 11 

Vice Adm. Matthew Nathan is U.S. Navy surgeon general 
and chief, Bureau of Medicine and Surgery. 

As the Navy Nurse Corps celebrates its 104th year of 
service, I extend my sincere thanks and appreciation to you on 
behalf of Navy Medicine and a grateful nation. 

Since 1908, the men and women of the Navy Nurse Corps 
have honorably served in times of peace and war, at home, 
abroad, and on the front lines. Selflessly deploying around the 
world and serving in harm’s way, Navy Nurses continue to 
provide compassionate health care that sets the world’s 
standards. Navy Nurses are integral to our Force Health 
Protection mission, ensuring warrior readiness and wellness 
are at the top of our operational objective. 

From the original 20 nurses that were selected as 
members of the Navy Nurse Corps, who became known as the 
“Sacred Twenty,” the size of the Navy Nurse Corps has grown 
over the years, peaking to 11,000 members during World War 
II. 

Today we honor the brilliant achievements, courage, and 
commitment of Navy Nurses. Nurse Corps Officers fly with 
the wounded from battle-torn areas, work in the fleet and 
hospital ships, establish native nursing schools, clinics, and 

small hospitals in remote areas of the world, conduct life 
saving research, practice, teach, supervise, and administer or 
command Navy medical treatment facilities all over the world. 
Their continued work and dedication have earned them a 
prominent place in the United States Navy. 

Today we honor and celebrate the men and women of the 
Navy Nurse Corps around the world, who ensure our nation 
has a medically fit and ready force, along with their families, 
and retirees. To the almost 4,000 Active Duty and Reservist 
Nurse Corps personnel, I thank you for your service and for 
the sacrifice of you and your families. 

Happy Birthday Nurse Corps! 
 
National Women’s Health Week May 13-19 from 

Navy Medicine Live, May 14 
It’s your time! 
National Women’s Health Week is a weeklong health 

observance coordinated by the U.S. Department of Health and 
Human Services’ Office on Women’s Health. It brings 
together communities, businesses, government, health 
organizations, and other groups in an effort to promote 
women’s health. The theme for 2012 is “It’s Your Time.” 
National Women’s Health Week empowers women to make 
their health a top priority. It also encourages women to take 
the following steps to improve their physical and mental 
health and lower their risks of certain diseases: 
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 Visit a health care professional to receive regular 
checkups and preventive screenings. 

 Get active. 

 Eat healthy. 

 Pay attention to mental health, including getting 
enough sleep and managing stress. 

 Avoid unhealthy behaviors, such as smoking and not 
wearing a seatbelt or bicycle helmet. 

Learn more about National Women’s Health Week. 
TRICARE offers their female beneficiaries exams to 

protect their health. TRICARE covers health screenings and 
examinations – often conducted at regular intervals – which 
are meant to keep you healthy or detect health problems in a 
timely manner. 

TRICARE covers annual mammogram examinations for 
women 40 and older and, at a physician’s discretion, for 
women younger than 40 who are at high risk of developing 
breast cancer. There is no cost for screening mammograms. 
Contact your local Naval medical center, hospital or clinic to 
set-up an appointment. Military members or their beneficiaries 
can click here for more information or to make an 
appointment or contact your health care provider to schedule 
an appointment. 

Take advantage of your TRICARE benefits to get the 
checkups, preventive services and treatment you need to keep 
healthy. You can learn more about women-specific health 
issues at www.womenshealth.gov. 

 
Deployment +10: A few words from the PP12 Mission 

Commander from Pacific Partnership Blog, May 12 
I would like to take a moment to welcome our team from 

Canada. They are the first of many Partner Nations scheduled 
to join us here aboard USNS MERCY for Pacific Partnership 
2012. 

In addition, we have been joined by the Church of Latter-
day Saints, the University of San Diego Pre-Dental Society, 
Project Hope, the University of Hawaii School of Nursing and 
World Vets. 

Welcome aboard shipmates – we are happy to have you 
here! 

Deployment Day Eight (D+8) Hawaii by Capt. Morgan 
from Pacific Partnerships Blog, May 11 

Captain Morgan here, we have safely arrived in Pearl 
Harbor! Things are busy as we continue to welcome people 
from many contributing organizations and services to the 
Pacific Partnership 2012 Team. 

As many of you are aware, we experienced a mechanical 
issue just 30 minutes before we were supposed to deploy and 
it delayed our departure for two days. No worries though! 
Through the great work of our MERCY crew, we were 
underway for deployment on the 3rd of May and in the true 
sense of “every cloud has a silver lining” … we were afforded 
an extra day with friends and family in San Diego, and we 
arrived only one day late to Hawaii. 

I am happy to announce we are now back on schedule and 
the delay will not impact our arrival to our first mission port. 
Our trip across the Pacific went smoothly and we were able to 
fully integrate our helicopter detachment into daily operations. 

On the way, MERCY took on 1.3 million gallons of fuel 
during an 8+ hour underway replenishment, or an “UNREP,” 
with the fleet replenishment oiler USNS Yukon (T-AO 202). 

Now that we’re in Hawaii, we are bringing on more 
supplies, and the crew has been joined by our partner nation 
Canada, NGOs and more medical professionals – including a 
group of nurses and engineers from the University of Hawaii. 

So, as I said….things here are busy, the weather is 
beautiful and everyone is excited to get out there and do great 
things.” Oh yeah….the liberty is pretty good too – in case you 
had not heard! 

On to Guam! 
Broadcast Clips - USNS Mercy Main Space Fire Drill 
(YOUTUBE 09 MAY 12) U.S. Pacific Fleet 
Servicemembers and civilian mariners take part in a main 

space fire drill aboard USNS Mercy during Pacific Partnership 
2012. 

View Clip (RT: 0:47) 
Broadcast Clip -Pacific Partnership 2012 Crew Sends 

Mother's Day Messages 
(YOUTUBE 13 MAY 12) U.S. Navy 
Service members and civilian from the Pacific Partnership 

2012 crew send Mother's Day messages to all the great 
mothers around the world. 

View Clip (RT: 4:21) 
 
My Shipmate’s Keeper: Troops’ Perspectives On 

Lucky 11’s Impact In Afghanistan by Marlene M. 
Houngbedji from NMCB-11 Blog, May 10 

In his March 2012 statement before the Senate Armed 
Services Committee, regarding U.S. Central Command’s –and 
the International Security Assistance Force’s- role in 
Afghanistan, U.S. Marine Corps Gen. James N. Mattis, U.S. 
CENTCOM commander, reminded lawmakers that coalition 
forces are “postured to […] promote peace and stability,” and 
“transition operational lead to the Afghanistan National 
Security Forces (ANSF).” This has been NMCB 11’s focus 
since a transfer of authority from NMCB 4 occurred last 
February. Though there is still much to accomplish, how can 
we not feel a pang of pride in what we have achieved as a 
battalion in a mere 3 and a half months of deployment? 

This quarter has indeed been a display of Seabees’ 
ingenuity, adaptability to a constantly changing environment 
and acquired capacity for working long hours in recurrently 
harsh conditions. NMCB 11 Main Body and its various DETs 
have thus far: successfully harnessed the arid Afghan soil for 
water; provided convoy and construction site security; erected 
an advisor compound from the ground up for U.S. Marines 
and two pre-engineered buildings in support of mentoring the 
Afghan Uniformed Police academy; established productive 
partnerships with both the Afghan National Army (ANA) and 
one of our supported commands on road improvement 
projects; instructed Afghans in preventive medicine and 
contributed to training the first ANA lead instructor in the 
field of generator operation and maintenance; built a detention 
facility in Shir Ghazay in support of anti-insurgency 
operations; and lent skillful hands to Special Operations 
Forces, including a U.S. Navy SEALs unit, despite daily 
threats of attacks and occasional rushes to nearby bunkers. 

Lucky Eleven has carried out its CENTCOM mission 
conscientiously despite reports of random acts of aggression 
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against coalition forces or inclement weather, while also 
remembering to partake in the U.S. Navy’s overall efforts to 
promote better command climate. The battalion celebrated the 
achievements of some of its female Seabees during Women’s 
History Month and joined in raising awareness on sexual 
assault. Furthermore, NMCB 11 has demonstrated its 
commitment to excellence when one of its own was named 
Task Force Stethem’s Warfighter of the Month, and another 
selected for the NAVCENT Combat Meritorious 
Advancement Program. Two more had the privilege of 
receiving their Seabee Combat Warfare devices from none 
other than the Secretary of the Navy, the Honorable Ray 
Mabus. 

Notwithstanding the extent of NMCB 11’s achievements, 
it is easy for younger, junior troops to lose sight of the ‘Big 
Picture’, especially when deployed to remote forward 
operating bases or combat outposts. As routine, fatigue and 
demoralization surreptitiously set in, we often confine our 
enthusiasm and drive to obscure corners of our minds. 
Supporting the growth in capacity and capability of the ANSF 
then becomes a mantra strictly designed for the ‘Higher-Ups’, 
a goal we find it hard to make our own at all times. 

But one thing remains unscathed by the doubts, growing 
stronger as months elapse: our reliance on each other. We are 
our shipmates’ keepers. “My biggest motivation,” says a 
young Equipment Operator crew leader, “is the people I work 
with. Caring for them helps me to not give into fear about 
what might happen to me while I’m out there. And fear,” he 
concludes, “might mess up my work.” He, like so many of us, 
chose to focus on the tasks at hand and getting the job done 
every single day. We have been compelled to reassess our 
priorities and reengineer the thought process that determines 
what matters while in theater. It was a mental transformation 
of which we were unaware until we realized that one 
particular moment now ranks first among our favorite, right 
when a working day draws to an end. It is not having a real, 
warm meal after a long, 10-hour snacking binge while on the 
job. It is neither the hot showers unloading our bodies off a 
day’s worth of intense activity for some and frustrations for 
others, nor the well-deserved rest in a clean bed or a worn-out 
tin cup, depending on the location. We have come to 
acknowledge that a Seabee’s favorite moment is watching 
teammates working outside the wire return to camp at sunset, 
exhausted, dirty, reeking of stale sweat and limbs sore after 
over 10 hours working in full gear… but ALIVE. 

That sight –Seabees returning safely after contributing to 
a mission’s success- makes playing one’s part in a crew, a 
DET, a company, a battalion and in U.S. forces’ strategic goal 
of restoring peace and stability in Afghanistan, something we 
look forward to doing all over again the very next day. 

 
Civil Affairs Teams Continue to Make a Difference in 

Afghanistan: A firsthand perspective by Nicholas R. 
Mileham from NMCB-11 Blog, May 10 

Builder 1st Class Nicholas R. Mileham has been in the 
United States Navy almost 11 years. He is from Oakfield, N.Y. 
and stationed in Gulfport Miss., where he is a member of 
NMCB-11. He has deployed in support of Theater 
Commanders to Okinawa, Japan (twice), Iraq (twice), and 
Detail San Diego CA. This is his sixth deployment, and his 
first to Afghanistan. 

The Marines that made up the Civil Affairs Team were 
deployed from multiple commands in California. 

Last month we were introduced to CMTT by Lt. j.g. John 
Kaiser followed shortly by a firsthand account by one of its 
members, SW1 (SCW) Coogan J. Kennedy. As the teams 
continue to make great strides toward the coalition goal of 
transitioning the active roles from U.S. and allied forces to 
Afghanistan, another Seabee and CMTT member, Builder 1st 
Class Nicholas R. Mileham brings us his perspective. 

By Builder 1st Class Nicholas R. Mileham, Naval Mobile 
Construction Battalion (NMCB) 11 

There are some things that most Americans do in their 
day without even thinking. A drive to work, read the 
newspaper, drop the kids off at school, let your kids go to the 
playground; these are things most of us do every day. But let 
us think about what if. What if there was a canal between you 
and the next town with no bridge to cross, what if there was no 
school for you to drop your children off to learn, what if there 
was no playground, what if there was no school for you to 
learn how to read when you were young? Would you still take 
these simple things for granted? Would it still be possible for 
you to even go about your day as you now know it? 

It’s hard to imagine; but there are such places in the world 
that we live in. One example of many is the Nawa District in 
Afghanistan. Not too long ago it was a very dangerous place 
to call home. There were few schools, and the ones that were 
here were in great disrepair; be it from time, poor 
construction, or destruction caused by the Taliban. Many 
bridges in the area were not strong enough to support a 
vehicle, or destroyed all together; so it would be very hard to 
travel to the next town for supplies or medical attention. Most 
villages didn’t even have an adequate place to get medical 
care. 

In this place a small group of Marines and one Seabee are 
trying to make a small difference in someone else’s everyday 
life. They are not building these “every day” items such as 
clinics, schools, bridges for the Afghan people. The Civil 
Affairs Team is doing something much more; they are 
teaching them to build it themselves. 

Education is a powerful thing in this world, if you can do 
something yourself you will not have to rely on others to do it 
for you. Education and self sustainment is a weapon that the 
insurgents are afraid of. Why else would they try so hard to 
destroy all of the schools? Since early February the Civil 
Affairs team I am partnered with have completed one school, 
one sports complex for children to have a safe place to play, 
and one bridge connecting two towns to allow for the transfer 
of goods and services. Currently under construction is one 
more school, a health clinic, and an agricultural training 
facility. The agricultural training facility will enable the local 
farmers to learn to grow sustainable crops, raise livestock, and 
sell them at market as opposed to growing Poppy for the 
Opium market. The team is also on the lookout for new 
projects, and opportunities to train the locals. 

The civil affairs team is made up of a hodge podge of 
Marines with different jobs; from artillery, to supply and 
communications, none of which were Civil Affairs. The team 
accepted me immediately and by the end of the second day my 
first mission was complet with the ground breaking at the site 
of a brand new school. We created the perfect storm: mobility, 
motivation, and the ability to place concrete. Now only three 
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months into the mission the team and I have completed over 
40 missions. Either mounted or dismounted, we go out into the 
area to inspect job sites, teach locals proper and safe 
construction methods, or to perform site recon of future quick 
impact fixes to schools and other infrastructure to get the 
district back on its feet. 

We have done it all – We took pictures of destroyed 
schools to see what we can do to fix them, dropped off school 
supplies, trained contractors to mix concrete, we have even 
held classes to train local quality control inspectors to replace 
us when we leave. 

Now as one Civil Affairs team has redeployed home, and 
a new one has replaced them, progress continues, as does the 
lasting relationship between Seabees and the Marine Corps. It 
is their goal to provide hope and inspiration along with the 
skills to succeed for the people and children of Nawa District, 
Afghanistan. 

View Gallery (13 Images) 
 
Harm Of Staggering Proportions To Southern 

California And Hawaii Whales From Navy Training by 
Zak Smith from Switchboard (National Resources Defense 
Council), May 11 

Whales and dolphins will be harmed more than 14 million 
times in Southern California and Hawaii waters by proposed 
Navy training and testing activities released this week. 
According to the Navy's draft environmental impact statement 
for its Hawaii and Southern California activities, 2 million of 
those 14 million "takes" will result in temporary hearing loss 
and 2,000 cases of permanent hearing loss. Temporary hearing 
loss is an incredibly serious issue for animals that use hearing 
the way we use sight and, in a similar vein, it's likely game 
over for any whales or dolphins that suffer permanent hearing 
loss. And speaking of game over, the Navy estimates that its 
training and testing with explosives will kill 1,000 animals 
over the next five years. 

These numbers are staggering. About five years ago when 
the Navy analyzed the impact its training would have on 
Southern California and Hawaii whales and dolphins, it 
estimated that the animals would be harmed 770,000 times. 
Now the number has jumped to more than 14 million. While 
we need to spend more time reviewing the document, it 
appears that two things are driving this dramatic increase. 
First, the Navy is planning on ramping up the tempo of its 
training: more training means more harm to marine mammals. 
Second, the Navy has made changes to its analysis based on 
advances in the scientific literature on how noise impacts 
marine mammals. Every year we learn more about how 
whales and dolphins are impacted by sounds at much lower 
intensities than previously thought. 

While the Navy's understanding of how much harm it's 
activities cause marine mammals has increased, it hasn't taken 
any corresponding steps to minimize this staggering level of 
harm. It's mitigation protocol remains largely unchanged, with 
the Navy refusing to set aside areas of high marine mammal 
density where sonar should not be used. This means sensitive 
breeding and foraging habitats and biologically unique areas 
within the training area can still be used for sonar and 
underwater explosives training. We know that safeguarding 
specific areas of sensitive habitat is the best way to lessen 
harm to whales and dolphins from sonar and other activities -- 

don't use the technology in the same areas where whale and 
dolphin numbers are high or during breeding seasons. Faced 
with such incredible numbers and levels of harm, the Navy 
must do more to identify and set aside portions of its training 
areas (areas often the size of large states, like California) 
where it will not conduct training and testing. 

NRDC will continue to lead the fight to minimize the 
harm to marine mammals from the Navy's 

 
YOUR Navy Operating Forward from Navy Live, May 14, 

2012 
Right now your Navy is 100% on watch around the globe 
helping to preserve the American way of life. Whether it be 
operating and training in the waters off the coast of Virginia 
or forward deployed to the South China Sea, the flexibility and 
presence provided by our U.S. naval forces provides national 
leaders with great options for protecting and maintaining our 
national security and interests around the world. The imagery 
below highlights the Navy’s ability to provide those options by 
operating forward. 

 PACIFIC OCEAN - An F/A-18E Super Hornet assigned 
to the Blue Diamonds of Strike Fighter Squadron (VFA) 
146 prepares to launch from the aircraft carrier USS 
Nimitz (CVN 68). 

 ATLANTIC OCEAN - Sailors from deck department use 
the 60-ton crane to lift a riverine patrol boat aboard the 
amphibious dock landing ship USS Fort McHenry (LSD 
43). 

 ATLANTIC OCEAN - An SH-60B Sea Hawk helicopter 
from Helicopter Anti-Submarine Squadron Light (HSL) 
48 prepares to land aboard the guided-missile destroyer 
USS Jason Dunham (DDG 109) during an underway 
replenishment. 

 YOKOSUKA, Japan - CSSN Brandon White reports the 
simulated approach of a small vessel to other members of 
the Anti-Terrorism Training Team while ABEAN Kyle 
Babcock simulates a warning shot during a small boat 
attack drill. 

 SANTA RITA, Guam - The Los Angeles-class fast attack 
submarine USS Louisville (SSN 724) pulls in to Apra 
Harbor for a routine port visit. 

 JAVA SEA - U.S. 7th Fleet flagship USS Blue Ridge 
(LCC 19) and Royal Australian Navy frigate HMAS 
Ballarat (FF 155) transit alongside each other in the Java 
Sea. 

 SOUDA BAY, Crete - A Moroccan Sailor ascends a 
boarding ladder while conducting an exercise aboard the 
Hellenic navy training ship Aris at the NATO Maritime 
Interdiction Operational Training Center during Phoenix 
Express 2012. 

View Gallery (7 Photos) 
Broadcast Clip - Big "E" Operating Forward 
(YOUTUBE 14 MAY 12) U.S. Navy 
The Checkmates of Strike Fighter Squadron (VFA) 211 

conduct an airborne change of command ceremony in the 
skies over deployed aircraft carrier USS Enterprise (CVN 65) 

View Clip (RT: 1:07) 
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Broadcast Clip - Happy Mother's Day 
(YOUTUBE 12 MAY 12) U.S. Navy 
Navy Facebook fans submitted their images and we 

created this video - happy Mother's day - Navy Style! 
View Clip (RT: 3:07) 
Broadcast Clip - Happy Mother's Day From USS 

Enterprise (CVN 65) 
(YOUTUBE 12 MAY 12) U.S. Navy 
Sailors aboard USS Enterprise (CVN 65) send Mother's 

Day greetings to their families back home. Enterprise is 
deployed to the U.S. 5th fleet area of responsibility conducting 
maritime security operations, theater security cooperation 
efforts and support missions as part of Operation Enduring 
Freedom. 

View Clip (RT: 2:16) 
Your Navy TODAY (May 10, 2012) 

On any given day, in your Navy, our team of more than 
600,000 professional Sailors and Civilians are working 
together around the globe to perform our mission: deter 
aggression and, if deterrence fails, win our Nation’s wars. It is 
not possible to share every aspect of this global team but, 
through this blog, we offer you a glimpse of what these men 
and women do. 

May 10 - Sailors Visit Australian Navy Ship; USS New 
York Transits Suez Canal 

View Gallery (5 Photos) 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Navy No. 2: Budget Cuts Could Threaten Future Operations 
(STARS AND STRIPES 15 AUG 12) ... Cristina Silva 

NAPLES, Italy — Looming automatic budget cuts could drastically reduce the Navy’s global presence, requiring a narrower 
defense strategy drawing on an anemic fleet of roughly 230 ships, according to the Navy’s second highest-ranking officer. 

 
2. Navy Expands Training To Fight Sexual Assaults 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 15 AUG 12) ... Jeanette Steele 

The Department of the Navy has taken the unusual step of employing actors to get out its anti-sexual assault message at a time of 
intense pressure from the Pentagon and Congress to heal the black eye the U.S. military has acquired about sexual mistreatment of, 
mostly, women. 

 
3. Israeli Leaders Could Be Dissuaded From Striking Iran 
(NEW YORK TIMES 16 AUG 12) ... Jodi Rudoren 

JERUSALEM — A former Israeli national security adviser said Wednesday that the prime minister and the defense minister told 
him this week they had not yet decided to attack Iran’s nuclear facilities and could be dissuaded from a strike if President Obama 
approved stricter sanctions and publicly confirmed his willingness to use military force. 

 

MMIIDDEEAASSTT::  
4. Syrian Rebels Said To Be Holding Elite Fighters From Iran 
(NEW YORK TIMES 16 AUG 12) ... Thom Shanker and Damien Cave 

WASHINGTON — American officials said Wednesday that they had obtained credible information that at least some of the 48 
Iranians captured in Damascus this month by Syrian rebels were members of Iran’s elite Islamic Revolutionary Guards Corps, not the 
pilgrims described by the government in Tehran. 

 
5. Israel Would Strike Iran To Gain A Delay, Oren Says 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 16 AUG 12) ... Tony Capaccio and Nicole Gaouette 

Israel would be willing to strike Iran’s nuclear facilities, even if doing so only delayed its ability to produce nuclear weapons for a 
few years, Israeli Ambassador to the U.S. Michael Oren said. 

 

AASSIIAA  ––  PPAACCIIFFIICC::  
6. Japan’s Regional Ties Tested On Disputed Islands 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 16 AUG 12) ... Alexander Martin and Toko Sekiguchi 

TOKYO—Strains in Japan's relations with neighbors were on full display Wednesday as it sought to commemorate the end of 
World War II: China said it would protest the detention of 14 Hong Kong activists who embarrassed Tokyo with a high-profile 
landing on a disputed island, and both Seoul and Beijing issued fresh criticism of its wartime past. 

 
7. Japan Should Play Greater Defense Role To Be "Tier-One Nation": Study 
(KYODO NEWS 15 AUG 12) ... Yasushi Azuma 

WASHINGTON -- Japan needs to play a greater role in addressing regional contingencies amid the changing environment in the 
Asia-Pacific region and secure a position as a "tier-one nation," according to a new report released Wednesday by a group of U.S. 
defense experts. 
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8. Indian Navy On Its Way To Become World Class Force 
India's Eastern Naval Command Chief Says Navy To Become Potent World Class Force 
(PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 16 AUG 12) 

VISAKHAPATNAM -- The Indian Navy is well on its way to be a potent world class force, whose strength will be augmented by 
46 ships and submarines being added to its fleet this year, the Flag Officer Commanding-in-Chief, Eastern Naval Command, said 
today. 

 

AAMMEERRIICCAASS::  
9. The Battle Against Drug Cartels Extends To The High Seas 
(UNIVISION 15 AUG 12) ... Ricardo Arambarri and Herman Ulloa 

It’s estimated that over 80 percent of the cocaine entering the United States is transported during part of its journey by sea. For 
that reason, the U.S. Coast Guard has moved the battlefield in the fight against drug trafficking to the oceans. 

 

CCAALLIIFFOORRNNIIAA  WWIILLDDFFIIRREE::  
10. Cal Fire Gets Military Assist In Fighting Wildfires 
Agreement After 2003, 2007 Wildfires Allows Cal Fire To Request Military Help 
(KGTV ABC SAN DIEGO 15 AUG 12) ... Bob Lawrence 

SAN DIEGO -- As many as 11 Marine and Navy helicopters have been called into action to help Cal Fire with two wildfires 
burning in the East County. 

 

PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
11. CMS/ID Application Phase Available For Eligible Sailors 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 15 AUG 12) ... Navy Personnel Command Public Affairs 

MILLINGTON, Tenn. -- The first application phase reflecting recent changes to Career Management System Interactive 
Detailing (CMS/ID), the web-based program enlisted Sailors use to review and apply for permanent change of station (PCS) orders 
began Aug. 9, and remains open until 5 a.m. CDT Aug. 21. 

 

LLIITTTTOORRAALL  CCOOMMBBAATT  SSHHIIPP::  
12. Littoral Combat Ship SITREP 
(NAVY LIVE BLOG 15 AUG 12) ... Rear Adm. Thomas S. Rowden 

Integrating LCS into the Fleet is one of my top three priorities. Since the 55-ships of this class will represent about one-third of 
the future small surface combatant force, it is imperative we manage and complete the critical path outlined in this SITREP to deliver 
LCS’s powerful modularity and payload capabilities to the Fleet. 

 

AAVVIIAATTIIOONN::  
13. Marine Corps To Base MV-22 Osprey At Kaneohe Bay 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 15 AUG 12) 

The Marine Corps said in its draft environmental report that the operation of tilt-rotor Ospreys, like the one at right, and attack 
and transport helicopters out of Kaneohe Bay would mean "minimal" increases in noise. 

 
14. At-Sea Rescue Off Sub Latest Test For Versatile V-22 
(NAVY TIMES 20 AUG 12) ... Joshua Stewart 

It was an unusual aircraft on an unusual mission. 
 

15. April Osprey Crash Caused By Pilot Error, Pentagon Tells Japan 
(KYODO NEWS 16 AUG 12) 

Washington -- The U.S. Defense Department on Wednesday presented Japan with a report concluding that a fatal April crash 
involving an MV-22 Osprey aircraft in Morocco was caused by pilot error, Japanese parliamentary vice defense minister Hideo Jimpu 
told reporters after meeting with Pentagon officials. 

 

EENNEERRGGYY::  
16. Report Details Military’s Energy Investments 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 15 AUG 12) ... Cheryl Pellerin 

WASHINGTON – In the second report of its kind, a top DOD official has certified that the Defense Department’s proposed 2013-
2017 budget effectively funds initiatives to give troops better energy options. 
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CCOONNGGRREESSSS  //  BBUUDDGGEETT::  
17. Budget Axe To Hit U.S. Marine Corps 
(TAIPEI TIMES 16 AUG 12) ... Richard Halloran 

The Commandant of the U.S. Marine Corps, General James Amos, says his service, long known for its Spartan ways, is heading 
again into a "period of austerity" in which he will nurture a return to "a culture of frugality." 

 
18. Subs Surface In Senate Race 
McMahon, Murphy campaigns clash over who is more committed to submarine production 
(NEW LONDON DAY 16 AUG 12) ... JC Reindl 

HARTFORD -- Southeastern Connecticut and its submarines emerged Wednesday as hot topics in the newly defined Senate race 
between Democratic Congressman Chris Murphy and Republican Linda McMahon. 

 
19. Possible Military Cuts Unnerve Contractors 
(DAYTON (OH) DAILY NEWS 15 AUG 12) ... Barrie Barber 

DAYTON -- Months before automatic, across-the-board defense budget cuts could strike, the defense industry is being impacted 
by automatic federal budget cuts with pay cuts and layoffs, the leader of a Miami Valley defense contractor said. 

 

OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
20. Warships Drop Anchor At Navy Pier 
U.S. military brings the public on board for special week of tours 
(CHICAGO TRIBUNE 15 AUG 12) ... Jennifer Delgado 

Brothers Ethan and Trevor Dahl, 7 and 5, respectively, climbed on the USS Hurricane on Wednesday hoping to learn more about 
one of the naval ships they love to watch on the big screen. They didn't leave disappointed. 

 
21. Navy Vessels Converge On Glass City For Week Of Festivities 
(TOLEDO (OH) BLADE 16 AUG 12) ... David Patch 

Four modern naval and Coast Guard vessels, plus a reconstruction of one of the oldest, will be the focal points of the first Navy 
Week in Toledo's history next week. 

 
22. U.S. Navy Still A Power On The World's Oceans 
(TOLEDO (OH BLADE 16 AUG 12) ... Sophie Broach 

The U.S. Navy reigns supreme over the world's oceans. The next 13 largest navies combined do not equal it in tonnage, as former 
Defense Secretary Robert Gates pointed out in a 2009 article in the publication Foreign Affairs. 

 
23. NWC President Takes Navy Message To Cincinnati 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 15 AUG 12) ... Cmdr. Carla McCarthy, U.S. Naval War College Public Affairs 

CINCINNATI -- The president of the U.S. Naval War College wrapped up a visit to Cincinnati, Aug. 14, meeting with business, 
civic and educational leaders and participating in a world-class military appreciation night as part of the Navy's 50-50 outreach 
program. 

 
24. Battle Of Plattsburgh Celebration Expanded 
(WCAX CBS BURLINGTON (VT) 15 AUG 12) 

PLATTSBURGH, N.Y. - To celebrate the 200th anniversary of the War of 1812 the Battle of Plattsburgh commemoration will 
expand to 10 days this year. 

 

IINNFFRRAASSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  IINNSSTTAALLLLAATTIIOONNSS::  
25. Fentress Runway Project Nearing End 
(WAVY NBC NORFOLK 15 AUG 12) ... Art Kohn 

VIRGINIA BEACH, Va. -- The Fentress Airfield runway project in Chesapeake is nearing completion, which is music to Beach 
residents living in the Seatack neighborhood. 

 
26. Oceana To Practice For Air Show Catastrophe 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 15 AUG 12) ... Mike Hixenbaugh 

VIRGINIA BEACH -- Officials at Oceana Naval Air Station plan to stage a mock emergency Thursday night ahead of next 
month's air show. 
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LLEEGGAALL::  
27. Sub Fire Suspect Could Avoid A Jury Indictment 
(PORTSMOUTH (NH) HERALD 15 AUG 12) ... Deborah McDermott 

KITTERY, Maine — The federal case against Casey Fury may be resolved without a grand jury indictment, his defense attorney 
said in a document filed Tuesday in U.S. District Court. 

 

CCOOMMMMEENNTTAARRYY::  
28. Navy Faces Questions As It Seeks More Funding For Special Forces 
(WASHINGTON POST 16 AUG 12) ... Walter Pincus 

Is the Navy’s increased interest in irregular warfare and counterterrorism “partly motivated” by concerns about remaining 
relevant, or by a desire to secure some of the growing funding for Special Forces units, or both? 

 
29. A Sea Of Hostility 
China and the United States face off over the South China Sea 
(WASHINGTON POST 16 AUG 12) ... Editorial 

The South China Sea stretches over 1.4 million square miles, rich in natural resources and bejeweled with islands. China has long 
regarded much of the sea as its own, claiming waters more than 1,000 miles from its shores and very close to the shores of other 
nations. Taiwan, Vietnam, the Philippines, Malaysia and Brunei make competing and overlapping claims in a tangled yet high-stakes 
rivalry. 

 
30. 'Diplomacy, Not Nationalism Is Way Forward In Island Disputes' 
(SOUTH CHINA MORNING POST (HONG KONG) 16 AUG 12) ... Editorial 

Nationalism has no place where territorial disputes are concerned. Sovereignty claims have to be resolved through diplomacy. Yet 
Chinese, Japanese and South Koreans have put common sense to one side in pressing their governments to be more forceful over 
contested islands in rich fishing grounds that may lie on oil and gas reserves. Landing, planting a flag or putting up a "for sale" sign do 
not lead to a solution; they are more likely to spark confrontation, tragedy or a crisis. 

 
31. Air Power Meets Alfred Thayer Mahan 
(THE DIPLOMAT 15 AUG 12) ... James R. Holmes 

AirSea Battle came to my office last week when one of my colleagues, a U.S. Air Force colonel, reported undergoing a come-to-
Mahan moment. He now pronounces sea-power evangelist Alfred Thayer Mahan the natural strategic theorist of air power. Hallelujah, 
brother! 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Navy No. 2: Budget Cuts Could Threaten Future Operations 
(STARS AND STRIPES 15 AUG 12) ... Cristina Silva 

NAPLES, Italy — Looming automatic budget cuts could 
drastically reduce the Navy’s global presence, requiring a 
narrower defense strategy drawing on an anemic fleet of 
roughly 230 ships, according to the Navy’s second highest-
ranking officer. 

Adm. Mark Ferguson, vice chief of naval operations, said 
the Navy is poised to play a role in building a regional missile 
defense system across the Persian Gulf and is comfortable 
with its ability to deter aggression and reassure U.S. allies in 
the region. But Ferguson warned that the budget cuts set to 
take effect in January could affect future operations if 
Congress does not act to defer them. 

“Our role is really about the flexibility of forces, that they 
can move to various regions, both in this region in the Gulf 
and outside the Gulf,” Ferguson said in a telephone interview 
Wednesday on the final day of a four-day trip to review the 
Navy’s operations in the Persian Gulf amid growing tensions 
with Iran. 

Ferguson visited the two aircraft carriers operating in the 
region, the USS Enterprise and the USS Dwight D. 
Eisenhower, and met with minesweeping and patrol craft 
crews. The Navy has steadily expanded its presence in the 
region in recent months. 

Ferguson said the Navy has not had any concrete 
discussions about which regions might see a reduced presence 
if the cuts were carried out. 

“We have had pretty clear directions from the secretary of 
defense … that we are not to embark on that planning,” 
Ferguson said. 

Under sequestration, the Navy faces budget cuts through 
2021 of $15 billion annually, or roughly the same amount the 
service spends each year on ship construction, Ferguson said. 
Such cuts could see the Navy’s fleet reduced from its current 
286 ships to 230 by 2021, according to Navy estimates. 

“Should sequestration be enacted, the Navy would not be 
able to support the current national defense strategy and it 
would cause a reduction in the size of the fleet to the point that 
we would have to relook at the strategy,” Ferguson said. The 
Navy “would be reduced both in size and in its presence 
around the globe.” 

The mandatory budget cuts come after a bipartisan 
committee of lawmakers failed to pass a deficit reduction plan 
in 2011. 

“Sequestration really just goes to every budget line and 
activity and reduces it by about 10 percent,” Ferguson said. 
“So there is not much planning in the execution, and in the 
aftermath, we would have to go back and we would have to 
redo the strategy. We would have to advise the leadership 
about what the Navy could do under those circumstances.” 

Ferguson said potential budget cuts were among the top 
concerns he heard from some of the 10,000 Sailors he 
encountered during his Middle East trip. 

While White House and Pentagon officials have said 
servicemembers would be spared from the cuts, Ferguson said 
that protection only covers job security, basic pay and 
bonuses. Health care, training and other benefits face potential 
cuts of more than 10 percent. 

“Those programs, my understanding is, they would not be 
exempt from sequestration,” he said. 

Ferguson also defended a series of Navy layoffs set to 
take effect Sept. 1, after a review board tasked with trimming 
overmanned ratings dismissed nearly 3,000 Sailors. Ferguson, 
who announced the review process last year, said it was a one-
time occurrence that allowed for increased advancement and 
re-enlistment opportunities. 

He said the review process did not overreach by 
dismissing so many Sailors, only to announce incentives 
earlier this summer aimed at enticing chief petty officers to 
head to sea and fill undermanned leadership positions. 

More than 100 Sailors were named in a lawsuit earlier this 
month that claims the Navy did not have the authority to carry 
out the mass layoffs. Some Republicans in Congress have 
called for a review of the dismissals. 

South Carolina Republican Rep. Joe Wilson, the House’s 
subcommittee chairman on military personnel, is considering 
asking for a hearing on the issue, according to his staff. 

“Rep. Wilson is troubled by the Navy’s actions and is 
seeking clarification on the matter,” said spokeswoman 
Caroline Delleney. 

Return to Index 
 

2. Navy Expands Training To Fight Sexual Assaults 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 15 AUG 12) ... Jeanette Steele 

The Department of the Navy has taken the unusual step of 
employing actors to get out its anti-sexual assault message at a 
time of intense pressure from the Pentagon and Congress to 
heal the black eye the U.S. military has acquired about sexual 
mistreatment of, mostly, women. 

On Wednesday, 600 Sailors and Marines aboard the San 
Diego warship Makin Island were among the first here to see a 
skit-based program by students from Central Michigan 
University. 

It wasn’t like most military training, which depends 
heavily on PowerPoint slides. There were shrill voices, 
uncomfortable scenarios, words that might make even a Sailor 
blush. 

The program is called “No Zebras” because it teaches 
troops not to stand by and allow a member of the “herd” — a 
“zebra” — to be picked off by a predator. 

It’s part of a 2-year-old effort by the Navy secretary’s 
office to focus on young troops, who are most likely to be 
involved in sexual assaults. The Navy rolled out its so-called 
bystander intervention strategy as a pilot project in 2010, and 
has spent at least $870,000 to create programs designed to 
speak to troops in their own language as they emerge from 
boot camp. 

Jill Loftus, director of the Navy Department’s sexual 
assault prevention and response office, said internal surveys 
indicate that assaults among the newest Sailors have dropped 
in recent months, even though official Defense Department 



 6

numbers show per capita case numbers rising slightly or 
staying flat for the past four years. 

She wouldn’t disclose the internal numbers, saying the 
sample size is too small. 

“What we’ve shown to ourselves over that test period is 
that you can have an effect on sexual assault and you can 
reduce incidents,” Loftus said. 

According to a 2011 Pentagon publication, there were 
3,192 reports of sexual assault involving American troops last 
year, a 1 percent increase from 2010. 

But military leaders acknowledge that the actual number 
of incidents is much higher. According to estimates released 
this year by the Navy Department, based on anonymous 
surveys, 2,485 Sailors and 1,453 Marines were sexually 
attacked in the prior year. 

The U.S. military’s image problem related to sexual 
assaults isn’t new and goes back at least to the 1991 Tailhook 
Association groping scandal, followed with allegations of 
mistreatment at the nation’s military academies and in combat 
zones in Iraq and Afghanistan. 

The latest chapter involved the Air Force basic training 
camp at San Antonio, Texas. Military prosecutors have 
investigated more than a dozen male instructors and charged 
six with crimes ranging from rape to adultery of female 
trainees at Lackland Air Force Base. 

Last week, the top commander of the basic training unit 
was ousted. Members of Congress continue to call for a 
congressional investigation, wanting to know how the 
situation went on for as long as is alleged. 

An award-winning documentary released in January is 
also putting pressure on military brass. The film, “Invisible 

War,” features three dozen former troops who were raped 
while serving, including one San Diego woman. The film 
accuses the Defense Department of largely ignoring the 
problem. 

The Pentagon since December has announced enhanced 
standards for handling sexual assault cases. 

Now, unit leaders must report rape allegations to someone 
with the authority to convene a special court-martial, usually a 
Marine colonel or Navy captain. Also, getting a transfer to a 
new unit after a sexual assault is supposed to be easier. 

But the Pentagon has stopped short of answering the 
demands of critics who say the decision to investigate and 
prosecute must be removed from the chain of command, to 
eliminate conflicts of interest. 

In San Diego this week, Loftus said the next steps for the 
Navy Department are to expand the bystander intervention 
program to more locations, including Marine bases, where 
freshly minted service members get initial technical training, 
called “A school.” 

“It’s taken a year to 18 months to get the training right, 
but it’s impactful, it’s personal, it’s small-group training, it’s 
in your face. It’s not a check in the box, the way it used to be,” 
Loftus said. 

She promises that that Sailors and Marines won’t see a 
single PowerPoint chart on this topic, anymore. 

A few troops from the Makin Island said that the skit 
format — which at times had the young actors yelling at the 
audience — captured their attention during a 90-minute 
program. 

“I was able to stay awake,” said 22-year-old Sailor 
Stephan Gabriel. “They kept it real.” 

Return to Index 
 

3. Israeli Leaders Could Be Dissuaded From Striking Iran 
(NEW YORK TIMES 16 AUG 12) ... Jodi Rudoren 

JERUSALEM — A former Israeli national security 
adviser said Wednesday that the prime minister and the 
defense minister told him this week they had not yet decided 
to attack Iran’s nuclear facilities and could be dissuaded from 
a strike if President Obama approved stricter sanctions and 
publicly confirmed his willingness to use military force. 

“There is a window of opportunity,” said the official, Uzi 
Dayan, a former deputy chief of staff in the military. “This 
window is closing, but if the United States would be much 
clearer and stronger about the sanctions on one hand and about 
what can happen if Iran won’t make a U-turn — there is not a 
lot of time, but there is still time to make a difference.” 

Mr. Dayan, 64, who is currently the chairman of the 
national lottery, said he spent more than an hour each with 
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and Defense Minister 
Ehud Barak at their homes on Monday. He was being 
considered for the post of minister of the military’s Home 
Front Command, which he said he turned down, and therefore 
extensively discussed with the two leaders the security threats 
that Israel is facing, particularly from Iran. (Another leading 
security official, Avi Dichter, is expected to be confirmed by 
Parliament as the home front minister on Thursday.) 

The meetings came during a week of intensifying public 
discussion about the possibility of a unilateral Israeli attack on 
Iran, fueled by a series of leaks to journalists by supporters 
and opponents of such a strike. The media blitz seems to have 

awakened the Israeli public — left-leaning intellectuals staged 
protests, and there were long lines at gas mask distribution 
centers — and to have engaged Washington, where two top 
defense officials tried to tamp down the talk on Tuesday. 

Mr. Dayan’s assessment seems to buttress the theory that 
the collective saber rattling is part of a campaign to pressure 
the Obama administration and the international community, 
rather than an indication of the imminence of an Israeli strike. 
Many analysts here believe that hawkish statements by Mr. 
Netanyahu and Mr. Barak this spring led to the harsher 
sanctions now in place, and that this is essentially Round 2. 

“It could be only a tactical tool in order to push some of 
the other countries,” said Giora Eiland, another former 
national security adviser, who is a senior research fellow at the 
Institute for National Security Studies in Tel Aviv. “They 
believe that in order to create enough pressure, to enhance the 
economic sanctions, the only way to do it is by creating the 
credibility behind the military option. The only way to create 
credibility is, No. 1, to improve the military readiness and, No. 
2, to make a clear announcement that’s what we mean to do.” 

While Mr. Netanyahu and Mr. Barak have been criticized 
as “messianic” in their thinking on the Iranian nuclear issue 
and are widely viewed as ready, if not eager, to take military 
action to stop it, Mr. Dayan said they would prefer that the 
United States led any attack, even if that meant waiting until 
after the November presidential election. But “they have to 
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make the decision whether to strike or not before November,” 
he said, so they need to hear from Mr. Obama “in the coming 
two weeks, in the coming month.” 

“I’ve known them a very long time,” said Mr. Dayan, 
who served with Mr. Netanyahu and Mr. Barak in the elite 
combat unit Sayeret Matkal. “They will make such a decision 
of striking only if they feel that there is no other way. They 
will do it only as the last, last thing, but then they will be 
pretty determined about it.” 

Eytan Gilboa, a political scientist at Bar-Ilan University, 
said the series of leaks, in which both Washington and 
Jerusalem are trying to influence each other and the Israeli 
public, “exposes some serious differences between the two 
countries.” 

“It’s an issue of trust and time that are dividing now Israel 
and the United States, and this is a little bit dangerous,” Mr. 
Gilboa said. “If you have trust, time is less important. If you 
have time, then mistrust is also not so bad. If you have both 
mistrust and a shortage of time, then it’s a recipe for 
disagreement and misperception.” 

Emily Landau, an Iran specialist at the Institute for 
National Security Studies, said the danger was that the latest 
round of public discussion primarily framed the Iranian 
nuclear question as a threat to Israel, rather than as a global 
issue of nuclear proliferation. While Mr. Obama said in March 
that his policy was one of prevention, not containment, Ms. 
Landau noted, “he stopped short of putting some kind of red 
line behind that.” 

“The red line needs to be coming from Washington to 
Iran; those are the red lines that matter,” she said. “If Obama 
would make a clear statement that would have the double 
effect of deterring Iran and reassuring Israel, it would take all 
the air out and maybe allow decision makers to hold on to 
something that’s strategically real.” 

For now, with newspapers awash in headlines about holes 
in domestic preparedness, some Israelis are scrambling to get 
gas masks, which about 53 percent of the public already has. 
At Hadar Mall in Jerusalem, the wait on a recent day was 
about two hours, though people could take a number and shop 
for school supplies until it was called. 

About 30 people sat quietly in chairs as a film loop 
describing how to use the masks went mostly unwatched. 

Mordechai Kirschenbaum, a media consultant and a co-
host of a television talk show, said the public was a bit 
shocked by the airing of different views on how to handle the 
situation. 

“When Israel usually went to war, there was never such a 
debate prior to the action,” Mr. Kirschenbaum said. “The 
public is, on one hand, quite scared because you see so many 
people that are experienced leaders from the past rejecting it 
and speaking publicly against it. But in the back of their minds 
they think that maybe Netanyahu and Barak are using it to 
strengthen the pressure on Washington and on the Iranians and 
they don’t really mean it.” 

Return to Index 
 
 

MMIIDDEEAASSTT::  
4. Syrian Rebels Said To Be Holding Elite Fighters From Iran 
(NEW YORK TIMES 16 AUG 12) ... Thom Shanker and Damien Cave 

WASHINGTON — American officials said Wednesday 
that they had obtained credible information that at least some 
of the 48 Iranians captured in Damascus this month by Syrian 
rebels were members of Iran’s elite Islamic Revolutionary 
Guards Corps, not the pilgrims described by the government 
in Tehran. 

The new information came as Obama administration 
officials stepped up accusations of broad Iranian assistance to 
the embattled government of President Bashar al-Assad of 
Syria. 

Officials would not describe the details that indicated the 
Iranians held by the rebels of the Free Syrian Army were 
members of the Revolutionary Guards, citing the delicacy of 
intelligence-gathering and -sharing efforts in the region, so it 
was not possible to verify the reports independently. The 
Iranians were on a bus that they said was on its way to a Shiite 
shrine when it was seized by the rebels. 

“We have received indications that at least some of the 
passengers on the bus are I.R.G.C., and now in F.S.A. 
custody,” said one American official, who discussed the 
information on the condition of anonymity. 

Senior Iranian officials have appealed directly to the 
Assad government for help in gaining the captives’ release. 
Requests from Iran on other matters have been made to 
countries on Syria’s border, including Turkey. Potential 
channels that Iran could use to negotiate with the rebel leaders 
are, as one government official said, “murky at best.” 

Shortly after the Iranians were captured, a video was 
released by a militant faction, with a rebel leader saying, 
“They are Iranian thugs who were in Damascus for a field 
reconnaissance mission.” 

During a Pentagon news conference on Tuesday, Defense 
Secretary Leon E. Panetta and Gen. Martin E. Dempsey, 
chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, criticized Iran for what 
they said was its assistance to the Assad government, in 
particular the training of a pro-government militia. Pentagon 
officials cautioned that Mr. Panetta and General Dempsey 
were not speaking specifically of the Iranian captives. 

“Iran is playing a larger role in Syria in many ways, not 
only in terms of the I.R.G.C., but in terms of assistance, 
training,” Mr. Panetta said. “So we are seeing a growing 
presence by Iran, and that is of deep concern to us.” 

At the Zeinab shrine in Syria, which the Iranians had said 
they were visiting, regular visitors and merchants cast doubt 
on Iran’s assertion that the captives were religious pilgrims. 

On a recent visit, most sellers at the shrine’s market had 
fled or closed their shops. The large garages where buses and 
cars from Iran once parked were quiet, the hotels empty. Abu 
Hiadar, 50, a Shiite originally from Iraq, said he lived near the 
shrine and visited every day. “I haven’t seen any Iranian 
visitors in the past few months,” he said. Several merchants 
said the decline started a few months after the rebel uprising 
began last year. 



 8

Return to Index 
 

5. Israel Would Strike Iran To Gain A Delay, Oren Says 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 16 AUG 12) ... Tony Capaccio and Nicole Gaouette 

Israel would be willing to strike Iran’s nuclear facilities, 
even if doing so only delayed its ability to produce nuclear 
weapons for a few years, Israeli Ambassador to the U.S. 
Michael Oren said. 

“One, two, three, four years are a long time in the Middle 
East -- look what’s happened in the last year” in terms of 
political change, Oren said yesterday at a Bloomberg 
Government breakfast in Washington. “In our neighborhood, 
those are the rules of the game.” 

Israeli leaders have stressed this month that time is 
running out for a diplomatic solution to the nuclear program 
that Israel regards as an existential threat. 

“Diplomacy hasn’t succeeded,” Oren, 57, said yesterday. 
“We’ve come to a very critical juncture where important 
decisions do have to be made.” 

While Israeli leaders repeatedly have said they may strike 
Iran’s facilities, the words are now being accompanied by 
civil- defense measures, including a new system that uses text 
messages to alert the public to missile attacks, wider 
distribution of gas masks and the appointment of a new Home 
Front Defense minister. 

Iran may present the most dangerous in an array of threats 
Israel faces, Oren said, describing them as unprecedented in 
the country’s 64 years. The Arab Spring has roiled neighbors 
Egypt and Syria, the Sinai Peninsula is becoming a magnet for 
militant groups and terrorist attacks on Israeli citizens and 
property are rising around the world, Oren said. 

Syrian Peril 
Syria’s stockpiles of chemical weapons are a grave 

concern to Israel amid the uprising against President Bashar 
al-Assad, Oren said. Israel is in “close consultation with the 
United States” on the issue, he said. 

“The situation in Syria is highly fluid, highly flammable,” 
he said, so much so that Israel may have to deal with its 
northern neighbor’s chemical weapons before any 
confrontation with Iran. “If you had to assign a clock to” 
Syria, Oren said, “that clock is ticking.” 

The U.S. and European allies share Israel’s assessment 
that Iran is moving closer to being able to make nuclear 
weapons, while Iran says its program is for civilian power and 
medical use. 

U.S. Army General Martin Dempsey, chairman of the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff, said at a Pentagon news conference Aug. 
14 that an Israeli strike on Iran “could delay but not destroy 
Iran’s nuclear capabilities,” based on his review of Israel’s 
military arsenal. 

Asked about U.S. assessments that an Israeli attack would 
delay Iran’s nuclear program for no more than two or three 
years, Oren said, “I’m not saying we agree or disagree. What I 
am saying is that -- on the basis of our previous experience -- 
is not an argument against.” 

He said that “in the past, we have operated on the 
assumption that we can only gain a delay.” 

‘Progressing Apace’ 
When Israel struck at an Iraq reactor in 1981, the military 

assumption was “we would gain a delay of between one and 

two years on that program,” Oren said. “To this day, Iraq does 
not have a nuclear weapon.” 

While “no country has a greater stake in resolving this 
diplomatically” than Israel, Oren said, “Iranians show no signs 
of flexibility in negotiations” with the U.S. and other countries 
over its program. 

Instead, Iran’s nuclear program is “progressing apace,” 
Oren said, both in the growth of stockpiles of enriched 
uranium and in efforts to protect operations in underground 
facilities. The Iranian enrichment operations are monitored by 
the International Atomic Energy Agency to prevent diversion 
to bomb use. 

“An Iranian nuclear weapon is an existential threat to 
Israel,” Oren said. “We don’t just say it. They say it as well. 
They confirm it.” 

Plots, Threats 
The threat has been personal, the ambassador said 

yesterday. A thwarted 2011 Iranian plot to kill Saudi Arabia’s 
ambassador to Washington also included plans to kill Oren 
and others by bombing the Israeli embassy, he said. 

Israeli intelligence suggests that, for now, Iran’s Supreme 
Leader Ayatollah Ali Khameni doesn’t think the threat of 
military action is credible, Oren said. Given that, he said Israel 
wants to see “truly crippling sanctions” and a “credible 
military threat” against Iran. 

Israel’s Haaretz newspaper reported Aug. 10 that Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu is considering a strike before 
the U.S. presidential election. Oren said the Nov. 6 election 
isn’t a consideration in Israeli decision-making. 

“The issue is not the American elections,” he said in an 
interview yesterday with Bloomberg Television. “The issue is 
the degree to which the Iranian program has reached a critical 
point where they can begin to put together nuclear weapons.” 

U.S. Relationship 
At the Bloomberg Government session, Oren said that 

“fundamentally” Israel’s relationship with the United States 
hasn’t changed under the Obama administration. 

“Every administration brings a certain emphasis, but there 
is also the continuing traditions and themes -- and that is a 
very close strategic alliance,” he said. Additionally, Oren said 
his nation is “rapidly becoming a vital American commercial 
interest, something that was unthinkable 40, 50 years ago.” 

“We outsource thousands of jobs to the United States,” 
Oren said. 

Concern that Israel’s moves may herald a possible strike 
on Iran helped weaken the shekel to its lowest value in almost 
15 months this week and pushed the Tel Aviv Stock Market to 
a three-week low on Aug. 13. The Bloomberg Israel-U.S. 
Equity Index of the most-traded Israeli companies in New 
York sank the most in three months, making the benchmark 
gauge the cheapest in two years relative to the Standard & 
Poor’s 500. 

Insuring Debt 
The cost of insuring Israel’s debt rose yesterday, with 

five-year credit-default swaps increasing to 155, the highest 
level in more than two weeks, according to data provider 
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CMA, which is owned by McGraw-Hill Cos. and compiles 
prices quoted by dealers in the privately negotiated market. 

Israel would like to see the ouster of Syria’s Assad, Oren 
said, as it would deal another blow to Iran, Assad’s primary 
ally. While Assad’s father, the former president Hafez al-
Assad, was ruthless, his son is “ruthless and reckless,” said 
Oren, an historian. 

Assad has supplied the militant groups Hezbollah and 
Hamas, both recognized by the U.S. and Israel as terrorist 
organizations, with thousands of rockets, Oren said. 

Oren, who grew up in New Jersey active in Zionist youth 
movements, is a graduate of Princeton University in Princeton, 
New Jersey, and Columbia University in New York City. He 
moved to Israel in the 1970s, and served as an officer in the 
Israeli Defense Forces, according to the Israeli embassy. 

Window Closing 
He taught at Hebrew University in Jerusalem and at Tel 

Aviv University. His two most recent books, “Six Days of 
War: June 1967 and the Making of the Modern Middle East” 
and “Power, Faith, and Fantasy: America in the Middle East, 
1776 to the Present,” were New York Times bestsellers. 

Oren gave up his American citizenship when he became 
ambassador in 2009. 

Writing in the Wall Street Journal on Aug. 7, Oren said a 
nuclear-armed Iran would be able to “commit incalculable 
atrocities” and that the window for diplomacy to avert that “is 
now almost closed.” 

That wouldn’t be the first time Israel has acted militarily 
in what it describes as self-defense. In addition to its 1981 
destruction of Iraq’s Osirak reactor, Israel in 2007 attacked a 
reactor under construction in Syria. 

A unilateral Israeli strike on Iran’s nuclear facilities 
would be “infinitely more complicated and far less assured of 
significant success” than the prior attacks, Kenneth Katzman, 
Middle East military and terrorism analyst for the nonpartisan 

Congressional Research Service in Washington wrote in an e-
mail. 

Diplomatic Solution 
The Obama administration has pressed Israeli leaders to 

allow more time for international sanctions to pressure Iran to 
give up key elements of its nuclear program. 

“From our point of view, the window is still open to try to 
work toward a diplomatic solution,” U.S. Defense Secretary 
Leon Panetta told reporters Aug. 14 at the Pentagon. 

One question is whether Israel would inform the Obama 
administration -- knowing it may disagree -- in advance of a 
strike on Iranian nuclear facilities. 

In the case of Iraq’s Osirak reactor, the U.S. didn’t know 
in advance, according Patrick Clawson, research director at 
the Washington Institute for Near East Policy. It came during 
the Ronald Reagan administration when the U.S. was tilting 
toward Iraq because of its war with Iran. 

“Eager to dispel any semblance of collusion in an attack 
against America’s new de facto ally, Reagan delayed the 
delivery of additional jet fighters to Israel,” Oren wrote in 
“Power, Faith and Fantasy.” 

‘Act Alone’ 
In contrast, Israel and the U.S. consulted closely about 

what do to with the Syria site and Israel made clear in advance 
it was going to strike, according to Clawson. 

Former President George W. Bush wrote in his memoir 
“Decision Points” that then-Prime Minister Ehud Olmert 
asked Bush “to bomb the compound” in a remote area of 
Syria. The U.S. refused, after officials cited “low confidence” 
that Syria was developing nuclear weapons, according to 
Bush. Bush wrote that Olmert was disappointed. 

“The bombing demonstrated Israel’s willingness to act 
alone,” Bush wrote. “Prime Minister Olmert hadn’t asked for a 
green light, and I hadn’t given one. He had done what he 
believed was necessary to protect Israel.” 

View Clip (RT: 6:59) 
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AASSIIAA  ––  PPAACCIIFFIICC::  
6. Japan’s Regional Ties Tested On Disputed Islands 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 16 AUG 12) ... Alexander Martin and Toko Sekiguchi 

TOKYO—Strains in Japan's relations with neighbors 
were on full display Wednesday as it sought to commemorate 
the end of World War II: China said it would protest the 
detention of 14 Hong Kong activists who embarrassed Tokyo 
with a high-profile landing on a disputed island, and both 
Seoul and Beijing issued fresh criticism of its wartime past. 

The activists, in a fishing boat, managed to navigate their 
way to a group of disputed Japan-controlled islands in the East 
China Sea despite being tracked by up to 10 ships from 
Japan's coast guard. 

"We have achieved our goal successfully in claiming the 
sovereign right [of China] to the world," said Chan Yu-nam, 
vice chairman of the Action Committee for Defending the 
Diaoyu Islands. "The action also exceeds our expectations and 
we accomplished our objective faster than expected." 

The seven activists who actually landed on the island—
the first protesters to succeed at doing so since 2004—planted 
Chinese and Taiwanese flags. The islands are controlled by 
Japan, which calls them the Senkaku, and claimed by China 

and Taiwan, which know them as the Diaoyu and the 
Tiaoyutai, respectively. 

The 14 had set out Sunday from Hong Kong, and 
celebrated the landing as the culmination of a journey 
complicated by tropical-storm warnings, the loss of food 
supplies overboard in choppy seas, and disappointment as 
hoped-for reinforcement boats from Taiwan and mainland 
China failed to materialize. 

A Japanese coast guard official said all 14 were detained, 
with nine in coast goard custody and the other five taken to 
Okinawa, Japan's southernmost island prefecture. 

"The landing, which took place despite our repeated 
warnings, is deplorable," said Osamu Fujimura, Japanese chief 
government spokesman. China said it was contacting the 
Japanese Foreign Ministry to lodge "representations" over the 
detentions, according to the state-run Xinhua news agency. 

China also protested Wednesday the annual visit by 
Japanese lawmakers to Tokyo's Yasukuni Shrine, where they 
offered prayers to mark the anniversary of Japan's surrender in 
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1945. Among more than two million war dead enshrined at the 
site are war criminals. 

For the first time since 2009, when the Democratic Party 
of Japan took power, this year's visitors included cabinet 
members—Public Safety Minister Jin Matsubara, and Land 
and Infrastructure Minister Yuichiro Hata. 

Prime Minister Yoshihiko Noda had said that he wouldn't 
visit the shrine and that neither would any cabinet minister—
in an official capacity. The two ministers said they visited as 
"private individuals." 

Beijing's rebuke was mild, repeating its view that Japan 
must face up to its history. "We hope the Japanese side will 
keep its promise and maintain the overall situation of the 
China-Japan relations with concrete actions," Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Qin Gang said in reaction to the Yasukuni visits, 
according to Xinhua. 

In South Korea, President Lee Myung-bak used his 
annual Liberation Day speech to talk about Japan's actions 
when it held Korea as a colony, urging Tokyo to resolve anger 
that lingers over the sexual enslavement of Korean women by 
the Japanese military during World War II. 

"It was a breach of women's rights committed during 
wartime as well as a violation of universal human rights and 
historic justice," Mr. Lee said, according to a translated 
version of the speech. "We urge the Japanese government to 
take responsible measures in this regard." 

Tokyo had reacted angrily to Mr. Lee's remark Tuesday 
that the Japanese emperor ought to apologize for his country's 
wartime actions before making any trip to Seoul. Japanese 
officials said no such trip was planned, in any event. 

And this came just a few days after Mr. Lee heated up 
another territorial dispute by landing on what the U.S. and 
other countries call the Liancourt Rocks, islets controlled by 

South Korea (which calls them Dokdo) but also claimed by 
Japan (which calls them Takeshima). 

In response, Japan recalled its ambassador to South Korea 
on Friday, canceled a planned meeting of the two countries' 
finance ministers, and said it might ask the International Court 
of Justice to intervene—an idea rejected twice before by 
Seoul. 

And Wednesday, two Japanese satellite-TV broadcasters 
said they will postpone airing two South Korean dramas 
scheduled to start next week because both feature the actor 
Song Il Guk, who joined a 220-kilometer (136-mile) relay 
swim to the disputed islands. 

Mr. Song, South Korean pop singer Kim Jang Hoon and 
about 40 other swimmers participated in the relay, which 
ended Wednesday morning, about 49 hours after the start, with 
two university students making landfall. 

In the dispute over the Senkaku islands, Chinese patrol 
vessels entered waters near the islands last month, setting off a 
confrontation with the Japanese coast guard. While such 
incursions haven't been uncommon in recent months, this one 
came shortly after an announcement by Japanese Prime 
Minister Noda that the government was considering 
purchasing the Japan-controlled islands, now privately owned. 

The uninhabited islands have been a source of tension for 
many years. 

Pro-Chinese groups have made repeated attempts to land 
there but in most cases have been blocked by Japanese patrol 
vessels. 

In 1996, a Hong Kong activist drowned after diving into 
waters near the island and in 2010, the arrest of a Chinese 
trawlerman after his boat collided with two Japanese coast 
guard vessels sparked a drawn-out diplomatic incident. 

Return to Index 
 

7. Japan Should Play Greater Defense Role To Be "Tier-One Nation": Study 
(KYODO NEWS 15 AUG 12) ... Yasushi Azuma 

WASHINGTON -- Japan needs to play a greater role in 
addressing regional contingencies amid the changing 
environment in the Asia-Pacific region and secure a position 
as a "tier-one nation," according to a new report released 
Wednesday by a group of U.S. defense experts. 

"Japan should expand the scope of her responsibilities to 
include the defense of Japan and defense with the United 
States in regional contingencies," said the report on the Japan-
U.S. alliance published by the Washington-based Center for 
Strategic and International Studies. 

"Japan is at a critical juncture" between complacency and 
leadership, the report said. "In choosing leadership, Japan can 
secure her status as a tier-one nation and her necessary role as 
an equal partner in the alliance," it said. 

The report titled "The U.S.-Japan Alliance: Anchoring 
Stability in Asia" was compiled by a panel of experts co-
chaired by former Deputy Secretary of State Richard Armitage 
and Harvard University professor Joseph Nye. 

The report said the alliance must develop capabilities and 
policies that will be adaptable to "China's possibly expanding 
core interests, changing trajectory and a broad range of 
possible futures," saying China's continued high economic 
growth and political stability are not assured. 

"With 88 percent of Japan's supplies, including vital 
energy resources, transiting through the South China Sea, it is 
in Japan's interest to increase surveillance in collaboration 
with the United States to ensure stability and continued 
freedom of navigation," it said. 

The report also calls for an active military role in the 
Middle East. "At the first rhetorical sign or indication of Iran's 
intention to close the Strait of Hormuz, Japan should 
unilaterally send minesweepers to the region," it said. 

"A sealed-off Strait of Hormuz or a military contingency 
in the South China Sea will have severe implications for the 
security and stability of Japan," the report said. 

While prodding Japan to "confront the historical issues" 
associated with South Korea and conclude the pending 
bilateral military pacts, the report advised Washington to 
"exert full diplomatic efforts to defuse tensions" and refocus 
attention on the two nations' core national security interests. 

The CSIS report also urged Japan and the United States to 
increase opportunities for joint development of future 
weaponry, while pressing Washington to "take advantage of 
the relaxation" of Japan's three principles on arms exports to 
encourage the Japanese defense industry to export technology 
to the United States as well as other allies. 
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With regard to the stalled relocation of the U.S. Marine 
Corps' Futenma Air Station in Okinawa Prefecture, the report 
said the alliance had "spent far too much high-level attention 
over the past decade" on the issue. 

But the report failed to present a specific solution, only 
saying, "Whatever the legacy problems arising from past 
dispositions, we are likely to find them more easily soluble if 
we focus more firmly on the future." As for Japan's energy 
policy, the report noted "cautious resumption of nuclear power 
generation is the right and responsible step for Japan," saying 
restarting nuclear reactors is the only way to meet Tokyo's 
carbon dioxide emissions cuts of 25 percent by 2020. 

"A restart is also sensible to help ensure that high energy 
costs coupled with a high-valued yen do not drive vital 
energy-dependent industries out of Japan," it said. 

The report also called on the United States to provide 
Japan with liquefied natural gas "on an equal footing with 
other potential natural gas customers." On the ongoing Trans-
Pacific Partnership free trade negotiations, the report said, 

"Japan's participation in TPP should be viewed as a strategic 
objective of the United States." At the same time, the think 
tank report urged Japan to explore a more ambitious scheme 
beyond the TPP, citing the Comprehensive Economic, Energy 
and Security Agreement which involves the United States, 
Japan, Canada and Mexico. 

View Report (PDF) 
Broadcast Clip - The Armitage-Nye Report: U.S.-

Japan Alliance: Anchoring Stability in Asia 
(CENTER FOR STRATEGIC & INTERNATIONAL 

STUDIES 15 AUG 12) 
The Center for Strategic and International Studies (CSIS) 

Japan Chair cordially hosted the release of a new report co-
chaired by Richard L. Armitage, President of Armitage 
International and former Deputy Secretary of State, and 
Joseph S. Nye, Distinguished Service Professor, Harvard 
University 

View Clip (RT: 1:22:19) 
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8. Indian Navy On Its Way To Become World Class Force 
India's Eastern Naval Command Chief Says Navy To Become Potent World Class Force 
(PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 16 AUG 12) 

VISAKHAPATNAM -- The Indian Navy is well on its 
way to be a potent world class force, whose strength will be 
augmented by 46 ships and submarines being added to its fleet 
this year, the Flag Officer Commanding-in-Chief, Eastern 
Naval Command, said today. 

Addressing naval officers and civilians after unfurling the 
national flag on the 66th Independence Day, Vice-Admiral 
Anil Chopra said the year gone by saw the Eastern Naval 
Command add stealth frigates, a nuclear powered submarine 
and an unmanned aerial vehicle squadron to its arsenal. 

Now it has planned to include 46 more ships and 
submarines and a large number of aviation assets. 

In the near future, the Command will be home to 
additional strategic platforms, anti-submarine corvettes, P8i 
long range maritime reconnaissance aircrafts, MiG 29K 
fighter jets and advanced jet trainers, he said. 

The Command has remained in the forefront with the 
Eastern Fleet leaving footprints all across the Indian Ocean 
region -- from the Gulf of Aden to the West Pacific, he said. 

On the occasion, he urged all those present to stand up to 
the security challenges faced by the nation. 

A ceremonial parade was also held at the Eastern Naval 
Command parade ground where the Vice-Admiral took the 
salute. 
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AAMMEERRIICCAASS::  
9. The Battle Against Drug Cartels Extends To The High Seas 
(UNIVISION 15 AUG 12) ... Ricardo Arambarri and Herman Ulloa 

It’s estimated that over 80 percent of the cocaine entering 
the United States is transported during part of its journey by 
sea. For that reason, the U.S. Coast Guard has moved the 
battlefield in the fight against drug trafficking to the oceans. 

Univision’s Ricardo Arambarri got exclusive access on 
board the USS Nicholas during Operation Martillo, a 175-day-
long mission patrolling the Caribbean Sea and the Atlantic and 
Pacific coastal waters of South and Central America. 

Arambarri and cameraman Herman Ulloa were on board 
for 10 days and witnessed the interception of a speed boat 
loaded with drugs. Operation Martillo returned to land on July 
17th with four tons of cocaine and marihuana seized during 
the mission, with an estimated wholesale value of $93 million. 

Cameraman and editor Ulloa, says they came back with 
30 hours of footage to work with. Here’s a behind the scenes 
look during the shoot. For the original Spanish version of this 

production, which aired on Univision’s Aqui y Ahora, click 
here. (Check out Navy officers speaking Spanish!) 

Broadcast Clip – Operation Martillo, Against Drug 
Cartels On The High Seas 

Univision's Ricardo Arambarri got exclusive access on 
board the USS Nicholas, a U.S. Navy guided missile frigate, 
during a mission patrolling the Eastern Pacific waters, near 
Colombia and Panama. 

View Clip (RT: 2:58) 
Broadcast Clip - Behind the scenes a 10-day shoot 

aboard USS Nicholas 
Herman Ulloa, Univision cameraman and editor, shares 

how he went about shooting aboard the USS Nicholas, a U.S. 
Navy guided missile frigate. 

View Clip (RT: 3:50) 

Return to Index 
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CCAALLIIFFOORRNNIIAA  WWIILLDDFFIIRREE::  
10. Cal Fire Gets Military Assist In Fighting Wildfires 
Agreement After 2003, 2007 Wildfires Allows Cal Fire To Request Military Help 
(KGTV ABC SAN DIEGO 15 AUG 12) ... Bob Lawrence 

SAN DIEGO -- As many as 11 Marine and Navy 
helicopters have been called into action to help Cal Fire with 
two wildfires burning in the East County. 

With fires burning all the way up to Northern California, 
Cal Fire aerial assets are stretched thin. 

Using the Defense Support of Civilian Authority, Cal Fire 
put in a request to use military assets – "all made possible after 
the two major wildfires we had in 2003 and 2007," said Mike 
Mohler with Cal Fire. 

Following those two major fires, Cal Fire began training 
every year at Camp Pendleton with Navy and Marine pilots so 
that everyone was on the same page as far as communication 
language, protocols and procedures. 

"Firefighting is not their primary mission; their job is the 
defense of our country, but when our resources are stretched 
thin, the training allows us to put in a request for their help if 
they're available," Mohler said. 

The military's heavy lift helicopters are not only used 
drop up to 500 gallons of water, but aiding in troop transport. 

Mohler added, "With the rugged terrain, we are airlifting 
firefighters into the area and the military is a great asset." 

The agreement between Cal Fire and the military 
stipulates that if used, the military can only fly on fires in San 
Diego County. 

View Clip (RT: 1:57) 
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PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
11. CMS/ID Application Phase Available For Eligible Sailors 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 15 AUG 12) ... Navy Personnel Command Public Affairs 

MILLINGTON, Tenn. -- The first application phase 
reflecting recent changes to Career Management System 
Interactive Detailing (CMS/ID), the web-based program 
enlisted Sailors use to review and apply for permanent change 
of station (PCS) orders began Aug. 9, and remains open until 5 
a.m. CDT Aug. 21. 

The process of applying for billets through CMS/ID is the 
same, but in a change announced last month in NAVADMIN 
226/12; detailers will now fill all advertised active-duty billets 
each month using the available Sailors who are in their orders-
negotiation window. 

This change means that some Sailors in their window may 
be assigned to billets for which they did not apply. 

Sailors are considered in their orders negotiation window 
when they are within nine through seven months from their 
projected rotation date (PRD), which equates to approximately 
9,500 enlisted Sailors each cycle. 

These Sailors may review advertised billets in CMS/ID 
and apply for up to five jobs each application phase, either 
directly using CMS/ID or through a command career 
counselor (CCC). 

The new detailing policy is part of the Navy's coordinated 
effort to aggressively address gaps at sea and place Sailors 
with the right experience levels and skill sets into high-priority 
Fleet billets. A single set of sea billets, prioritized by U.S. 
Fleet Forces Command, and a single set of shore billets, 
prioritized by U.S. Fleet Forces Command and Bureau of 
Naval Personnel will be advertised each application cycle. 

Detailers will always attempt to fill billets using a Sailor's 
desired selections first; however, Fleet readiness requirements 
will be the guiding factor in filling billets. Detailers will still 
follow sea-shore flow guidelines outlined in NAVADMIN 
201/11, so unless a Sailor requests Sea Duty Incentive Pay 
(SDIP) or the Voluntary Sea Duty Program (VSDP) to take 
consecutive sea duty orders, a Sailor up for shore duty should 

not be involuntarily assigned another sea tour. It may mean a 
Sailor hoping for shore duty in Florida or California may 
receive shore duty someplace else where the need is greater. 

Some factors a detailer must weigh when matching 
Sailors to jobs include the Sailor's desires, qualifications, 
career progression and cost to the Navy. 

Sailors can be more proactive in getting an assignment of 
their choice by maximizing their choices. 

Data shows that Sailors rarely apply for more than two 
advertised jobs. Officials recommend using all five choices 
when applying. 

"Sailors should be open-minded when looking at their 
next assignment as every duty station available has unique 
opportunities for success," said Senior Chief Navy Counselor 
(SW/AW Mark W. Rush, force career counselor, Navy 
Personnel Command. "Sailors may and should apply for all 
five of their top choices so they will have a better chance of 
being detailed to one of their desired assignments." 

The application phase is typically 10 days allowing 
Sailors time to review available jobs, research billets and 
discuss options with their family and chain of command 
before making applications before the application phase 
closes. 

"When the detailer reviews applications, it makes no 
difference if you applied on the first day of the application 
phase or the last day, so use that time," said Rush. 

Detailers won't make assignments to advertised jobs until 
after the close of the application phase, during the detailer 
selection phase. 

Sailors may log into CMS/ID anytime after the detailer 
selection phase to see if they have been selected for orders. 

Sailors can learn more about CMS/ID from their CCC or 
http://www.public.navy.mil/bupers-
npc/enlisted/cmsid/Pages/default2.aspx. 

Return to Index 
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LLIITTTTOORRAALL  CCOOMMBBAATT  SSHHIIPP::  
12. Littoral Combat Ship SITREP 
(NAVY LIVE BLOG 15 AUG 12) ... Rear Adm. Thomas S. Rowden 

Integrating LCS into the Fleet is one of my top three 
priorities. Since the 55-ships of this class will represent about 
one-third of the future small surface combatant force, it is 
imperative we manage and complete the critical path outlined 
in this SITREP to deliver LCS’s powerful modularity and 
payload capabilities to the Fleet. 

I’m sure many of you have read or heard about recent 
news articles on LCS. As you all know, it is important to have 
context. This SITREP is intended to provide some of that 
context. We are addressing the challenges and opportunities 
associated with the LCS Program – an approach culminating 
in the development of an adaptable LCS Concept of 
Employment (CONEMP), which will inform a family of LCS 
CONOPs for the ship, its Mission Packages, the needs of our 
Combatant Commanders, and an appropriate strategic lay 
down strategy for the ships and their MPs. 

LCS Production 
LCS 1 USS Freedom is presently in Post-Shakedown 

Availability (PSA) in San Diego and is on track to complete in 
October with some additional training and certification events 
shortly thereafter. Additionally, CNSF is executing a rigorous 
plan to prepare FREEDOM for forward stationing in 
Singapore beginning next spring. It won’t be long before we 
have four LCS’s forward-stationed, and I am excited about the 
kinds of things those ships will do alongside our friends in the 
region. 

LCS 2 USS Independence is also in San Diego, 
conducting Developmental Testing on the MCM Mission 
Package. Her PSA is on track to begin in September. 

LCS 3 USS Fort Worth sails away from Marinette, WI 
this month, destined for San Diego and a Post Delivery Test 
and Trials (PDT&T) period. She will commission next month. 
As INSURV reported, FORTH WORTH’s Acceptance Trial 
(AT) in May was the most complete trial to date. LCS 3 had 
seven starred cards compared to 52 for LCS 1. This is a clear 
indication that Industry’s learning curve has improved. 

LCS 4 Pre-commissioning Unit Coronado is under 
construction in Mobile, AL and will deliver next spring. 
We’ve also seen our learning curve in design improve, with 
the incorporation of changes and improvements developed 
from the construction, testing, and operation of LCS’s 1 and 2. 
LCS 3 through 6, currently under construction, will benefit 
greatly. 

LCS Status 
To ensure we manage and complete LCS integration into 

the Fleet, several independent, specialized reviews have been 
conducted. More may be ordered to ensure we thoroughly 
understand and align the program elements of this new class 
of ships. Each independent assessment supports the evolution 
of the ships, modules, and support concepts with a 
commitment to provide the best value adjustments to all three 
components as we integrate LCS into the Fleet. 

Two CFFC wargames and reviews by OPNAV and 
INSURV have been conducted. Each has resulted in a better 
understanding of obstacles and areas requiring improvement. 
The OPNAV Readiness Review addressed the Navy’s 

readiness to receive, employ, and deploy the LCS Class. 
INSURV’s review regarding LCS’s Special Trial (and a look 
at its materiel condition and maintainability) is not yet 
complete, but I know they also identified areas for 
improvement. CFFC hosted a series of wargames to “play out” 
the LCS concepts in a scenario-driven event to examine 
sustainment, logistics, and operations. Many of the concepts 
are new to the Surface Navy and these wargames were a great 
opportunity to familiarize a significant number of the people 
from across the Fleet and support organizations with how LCS 
will operate and what is required to support it. 

While LCS will fulfill many of the mission sets of the in-
service FFGs, PCs, and MCMs, it is not intended to be a one-
for-one replacement. However, we expect the introduction of 
each successive LCS and MP increment to fill the gaps 
resulting from ship decomm’s. I’d add that even in the initial 
Mission Package increments, the capability delivered is equal 
to or better than that associated with the FFGs, PCs, and 
MCMs. 

Both LCS variants were built to be minimally manned; 
however, they maintain the flexibility for a larger crew if 
required to most effectively carry out operations. As we gain 
more experience operating LCS 1 and 2, we may conclude that 
we need to increase the crew size to better accommodate 
watchstanding and maintenance. Notably, the pilot program to 
add 20 berths to LCS 1 is intended to provide the flexibility to 
experiment with enhanced core crew manning, but it also 
gives LCS 1 the flexibility to embark ship riders/foreign 
exchange personnel while forward stationed in Southeast Asia. 

We intend to work within the “Threshold” of 50 Sailors as 
identified in the ship’s Capability Development Document 
(CDD) while still meeting the operational availability needs of 
our Combatant Commanders. We are going to get the crew 
size right such that we maximize the value of the ship to our 
operational commanders; folks want to focus on a number, I 
like to focus on the capability of the ship and its Sailors. 

The reduced manning concept necessitates a new 
maintenance model. We are conducting an evaluation, 
expected to conclude in September, on the extent to which 
additional personnel of varying experience, rank, and expertise 
might decrease reliance on contractor-performed maintenance. 
It’s critical we balance the mix and number of onboard 
maintainers, who increase the ship’s self-sustainability and 
consequently its availability, with the appropriate crew 
complement required for watchstanding requirements. 

LCS’s manning and rotational crew constructs necessitate 
a heavy emphasis on shore-based training. Currently, LCS 
Sailors attend a significant amount of vendor-based training to 
meet the requirements of the program. As we transition these 
courses to Navy training programs and refine the crew rotation 
interval, we believe the total training pipeline time will 
decrease without sacrificing quality. The ’3-2-1′ construct – in 
which three crews rotate between two ships, one of which is 
stationed forward – creates higher operational availability than 
our single-crewed ships presently achieve. 
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The modular design of LCS and the flexibility inherent in 
our MPs will allow us to respond to requests for focused 
forces far more quickly. The POR is for 64 MPs. The program 
has an inventory objective of 24 SUW, 24 MCM, and 16 ASW 
MPs, delivered via an incremental approach whereby modules 
of improved capability and capacity provide us the ability to 
modernize elements of the ship’s combat capability to defeat 
new and emerging threats (and adapt to changing fiscal or 
technological conditions) without taking the ship off line. This 
also enables us to rapidly expand into other mission areas with 
the development of new MPs based on identified warfighting 
gaps. On any other platform, adapting by replacing either it or 
its integral systems would require costly redesign and 
structural alteration (as the CNO described in his recent 
Proceedings article) but modularity mitigates these risks. We 
see LCS providing capability to conduct anti-piracy, VBSS, 
ASW, MIW, SUW, and Theater Security Cooperation 
missions, as well as assuring access and maneuver space for 
CSG, ESG, and multi-mission SAG operations. 

We recognize that our ability to change MPs to meet 
changing requirements is one of LCS’s most valuable assets, 
and we are working hard on how to stage, swap, and sustain 
the MPs in various theaters. As for concerns regarding MP 
swap-out, the issue is associated with personnel more than the 
equipment. We have demonstrated the ability to change-out 
modules in 96 hours numerous times. But as we all know, 
changing out machinery is only part of the equation. 
Integrating new MP personnel and working them up together 
is also a necessary step, which also takes some time. We will 

test our MP swap-out-related planning factors during LCS 1′s 
upcoming deployment. 

In short, our first two ships have been excellent R&D 
ships, and we’ve learned a great deal in a relatively short 
period of time. As we’ve done before when introducing a new 
class of ship, we are incorporating lessons learned, making 
necessary adjustments, and conducting recurring assessments, 
all of which has us on an effective glide path towards the 
successful introduction of LCS’s new concepts and systems. 

Make no mistake, we have a more to learn and hard work 
ahead. All the dimensions of the program are inter-related, so 
manning impacts training which impacts maintenance which 
impacts sustainability, and so on. We will find the right 
balance and continue to improve each element as the program 
evolves in an affordable way. 

We can raise and address the issues we’re facing 
forthrightly and be confident in the LCS program. We are 
progressing through anticipated cultural and process changes 
as we implement the new constructs for operating, manning, 
training, and sustaining these ships. Everyone involved is 
closely monitoring program execution while we employ 
internal reviews from multiple perspectives. We are 
committed to charting a course to full Fleet integration, and I 
am confident that we are getting it right. 

Thanks again for your support, encouragement, and 
willingness to help my N96 Team integrate and operationalize 
LCS. 

Rear Adm. Thomas S. Rowden is the Director of Surface 
Warfare. This blog was originally posted in the current issue 
of Surface SITREP. 
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AAVVIIAATTIIOONN::  
13. Marine Corps To Base MV-22 Osprey At Kaneohe Bay 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 15 AUG 12) 

The Marine Corps said in its draft environmental report 
that the operation of tilt-rotor Ospreys, like the one at right, 
and attack and transport helicopters out of Kaneohe Bay 
would mean "minimal" increases in noise. 

The Marine Corps will bring two squadrons of its latest 
transport aircraft, the Osprey, and one light attack helicopter 
squadron to Kaneohe Bay. 

The Department of the Navy on Wednesday said it made 
the decision after conducting an environmental impact 
statement. 

The MV-22 Osprey can fly like an airplane and has tilting 
rotors that allow it to take off and land like a helicopter. The 
Marine base will have 24 Osprey aircraft in total. 

The light attack helicopter squadron will have 15 AH-1 
Cobra attack and 12 UH-1 Huey utility helicopters. 

Marines won’t use Ospreys to train at Kalaupapa as 
earlier proposed because of concern the aircraft could affect 
archaeological resources next to the airport. 

H-1 helicopter training will be limited so activity at 
Kalaupapa doesn’t increase from current levels. 
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14. At-Sea Rescue Off Sub Latest Test For Versatile V-22 
(NAVY TIMES 20 AUG 12) ... Joshua Stewart 

It was an unusual aircraft on an unusual mission. 
Somewhere off the East Coast this June, an Air Force V-

22 Osprey was scheduled to rendezvous with a ballistic-
missile submarine. 

The mission? An at-sea rescue exercise. 
It was a first, according to the Navy and naval experts — 

a stealthy sub and the tilt-rotor aircraft had never operated in 
this way together. 

The Osprey, flown by the 20th Special Operations 
Squadron, took off from Cannon Air Force Base, N.M., 
refueled twice in midair and headed toward the submarine 

Wyoming. The Osprey approached the surfaced boomer like a 
plane and tilted its rotors back, making them parallel to the 
ground like a helicopter. While hovering over the boat, it 
dropped its rear hatch and lowered a stretcher, sending it 
toward the sub's conning tower. 

From there, the sub crew loaded a rescue mannequin onto 
the litter. The aircrew hoisted it into the Osprey, raised the 
gate, transitioned into airplane mode and flew back to Cannon. 
The mission spanned 2,600 nautical miles — and showed 
Ospreys can be used to take Sailors off of subs. 
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"The proof was demonstrated," said Cmdr. Sean 
McDermott, the Navy's integrated product team lead for the 
Osprey program at Naval Air Systems Command. 

The inspiration for the mock mission came after an 
incident during the end of a two week training period with the 
carrier George H.W. Bush in December 2010. Hours away 
from its port in Norfolk, Va., the carrier was diverted off 
course when a Sailor on a submarine suffered a serious head 
injury and needed to be evacuated. The Navy has not 
identified the sub, nor has it disclosed the exact area where it 
was operating. 

The carrier's training mission turned in to a full-fledged, 
two-day operation that also included the frigate Boone. 
Medical personnel from Naval Medical Center Portsmouth 
and other locations were flown out to the two ships to provide 
care. Bush launched an MH-60S Seahawk for the medical 

evacuation from the submarine, while Boone sent an SH-60B 
for surface surveillance. After the Seahawk took the injured 
Sailor onboard, he was transported to the Medical University 
of South Carolina for treatment. 

Soon after the Bush rescue, officials realized a V-22 at 
Marine Corps Air Station New River, N.C., was within range 
and could have pulled off the mission, possibly in a much 
simpler way. That led to the June demonstration. 

Compared with the Bush mission, the Osprey's exercise 
took half as long and required one aircraft. 

The operation came at a time when the Navy is seeking to 
redefine how it incorporates V-22s in its operations. 

While the Navy doesn't have any V-22s of its own, 
Marine Corps Ospreys operate on Navy ships. 

Search-and-rescue operations for the Osprey date back to 
the early stages of the aircraft's development. 
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15. April Osprey Crash Caused By Pilot Error, Pentagon Tells Japan 
(KYODO NEWS 16 AUG 12) 

Washington -- The U.S. Defense Department on 
Wednesday presented Japan with a report concluding that a 
fatal April crash involving an MV-22 Osprey aircraft in 
Morocco was caused by pilot error, Japanese parliamentary 
vice defense minister Hideo Jimpu told reporters after meeting 
with Pentagon officials. 

In a briefing on the final conclusions of the crash probe, 
the Pentagon said the pilot apparently deviated from the 
manual in operating the aircraft, according to Jimpu, who 
added that the department did not point to any abnormality in 
the aircraft itself. 

According to Jimpu, the MV-22 Osprey was subject to 
tailwind when the pilot turned the direction of the aircraft 
through 180 degrees after takeoff. 

After the pilot tilted the movable rotor called the nacelles 
forward, the aircraft lost balance with its nose further down 
and crashed from an altitude of about 50 meters. Such 
maneuvers are restricted by the U.S. military. 

Jimpu told reporters that he believes it will take about a 
week for a Japanese team to make an assessment of the U.S. 
conclusions. The team, comprising a group of Japanese 
government officials in charge of Tokyo's own analysis of the 
safety of the Osprey, is accompanying the lawmaker on his 
U.S. visit. 

Ahead of the meeting with Pentagon officials on 
Wednesday, the Japanese team took a test ride Tuesday in the 
control simulator of the Osprey at the Marine Corps' Air 
Station New River in North Carolina. 

Amid safety concerns in Japan, the United States plans to 
begin operating the transport aircraft fully at the U.S. Marine 
Corps' Futenma Air Station in Okinawa Prefecture in early 
October. 

U.S. Defense Secretary Leon Panetta told Japanese 
Defense Minister Satoshi Morimoto in their talks at the 
Pentagon earlier this month that Washington plans to inform 

Tokyo of the results of its probe into a June crash in Florida 
involving a CV-22, a variant used by the U.S. Air Force, by 
the end of August. 

A Defense Department spokesman said the visit of the 
Japanese officials to the Pentagon is "a step forward" in the 
process to reconfirm the safety of the military transport 
aircraft and flight operations in Japan. 

"The Osprey is important to the defense of Japan. It will 
enable Marines to fly faster and farther with the ability to 
refuel in flight, so it can stay aloft much longer," the 
spokesman added. 

Meanwhile, former Deputy Secretary of State Richard 
Armitage on Wednesday urged Japan to turn its eyes to the 
greater security interest rather than focus on concerns over the 
safety of the Osprey. 

Stressing the importance of promoting the Japan-U.S. 
alliance amid the changing security environment in Northeast 
Asia, Armitage told a think tank forum in Washington, "Don't 
let Osprey take the place of a larger interest and relationship 
and larger alliance. What we are trying to do is say, 'let's not 
let the tail wag the dog'," he said. 

Armitage said the United States understands U.S. military 
occupation of bases in Japan is a burden, particularly in 
Okinawa. 

"The burden is on us to be extra thoughtful about our 
approach and be very careful and cautious in our consultation 
with the government of Japan," the former U.S. government 
official said. 

Calling the stalled relocation of the U.S. Marine Corps' 
Futenma Air Station within Japan's island prefecture and the 
Osprey deployment there "third-order issues," Armitage 
showed frustration over the dominance of such matters in the 
recent bilateral relationship. 

"For too long these third-order issues have taken all the 
oxygen out of the room," he said. 
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EENNEERRGGYY::  
16. Report Details Military’s Energy Investments 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 15 AUG 12) ... Cheryl Pellerin 

WASHINGTON – In the second report of its kind, a top 
DOD official has certified that the Defense Department’s 
proposed 2013-2017 budget effectively funds initiatives to 
give troops better energy options. 

Author Sharon E. Burke, assistant secretary of defense for 
operational energy plans and programs, said the report, 
“Energy Investments for Military Operations: for Fiscal Year 
2013,” is required in the 2009 Defense Authorization Act, the 
same legislation that created her office. 

“The [report’s] most important message is that the 
department has a considerable investment in energy security 
for the purpose of improving military effectiveness and 
defense capabilities,” Burke told American Forces Press 
Service. 

The department has long managed energy use in domestic 
facilities and has taken many steps to improve energy use, she 
added, “but before this office was created we really hadn’t 
looked at how we use energy in military operations, which is 
where we use 75 percent of our energy.” 

“The innovative approach the Defense Department is 
taking to achieving greater operational efficiency and boosting 
combat effectiveness is exactly in line with our new defense 
strategy,” Defense Secretary Leon E. Panetta said in a 
statement. 

“These investments in new energy technologies, more 
than 90 percent of which are for energy efficiency or energy- 
performance upgrades will enable our forces to operate longer 
and at greater distance while enhancing our energy security at 
home and, in many cases, reducing costs,” Panetta added. 

Burke said the notion that energy is a warfighting asset is 
old and new. 

“It’s as old as warfare to see logistics and supply lines as 
mission-critical elements and also as strategic and tactical 
assets that are both strengths and targets in a time of war,” she 
noted. 

For the first operational energy certification report, 
published in January 2011, Burke said her office was just 
beginning to collect the required information. 

This year Burke and her team worked with several offices 
in DOD including the comptroller, the military services, the 
Joint Staff and the Office of the Director for Cost Assessment 
and Program Evaluation, or CAPE, “for a fuller picture of how 
the department is investing in energy security,” she explained. 

“It is a great step forward for the department to be able to 
document these investments,” Burke said. 

In June 2011 DOD released its first Operational Energy 
Strategy, outlining how it could better use energy to support 

its strategic goals and the country’s energy security goals, 
lower warfighter risk and save taxpayer resources. 

The strategy’s main goal is to promote the energy security 
of military operations in three ways, Burke said -- by reducing 
the demand for fuel, diversifying energy supplies and 
incorporating these considerations into building the future 
force. 

For the report, Burke and her team scoured DOD’s budget 
to see how well the department’s energy investment matched 
these three elements. 

Burke found that DOD is budgeting $1.6 billion for 
initiatives that will improve energy use and $9 billion in 
energy-security investments for the department across the 
five-year Future Years Defense Program, she said. These 
initiatives compare with $16.3 billion the department has 
budgeted for petroleum for military operations in 2013. 

“What I found was that [the investments] track very well 
with the strategy,” she said. “About 90 percent of the 
investments will go to reduce demand for energy so to 
improve our energy performance and our energy efficiency. 
And the remaining 10 percent is mostly for alternative and 
renewable energy.” 

Such investments pay for a range of efforts, from more 
efficient shelters and ruggedized solar devices that the 
Marines plan to deploy in Afghanistan, to engine upgrades for 
the KC-135 aerial refueling tanker, legacy improvements to 
equipment coming back from the war zone, microgrid 
installation and many more. 

“Each year we’re getting better information, Burke said, “ 
… [and] financial commitments in this area are also 
increasing.” 

Burke’s team also is getting better documentation of how 
the department actually uses and is planning to use energy. 

The certification report for fiscal 2013 chronicles the 
department’s commitment to operational energy security, 
Burke said, and the report for 2014 will have even more 
complete information. 

“We have seven specific targets as we implement the 
strategy,” she said. “As those targets are being met, we will 
have better information in certain areas.” 

Burke’s certification report is not required to be public or 
to be released to Congress, she said. 

“I’m only required to notify Congress if I decertify,” she 
added, “but I feel like it’s very important for people to have 
access to this information … so they can see where we’re 
actually making our commitments.” 
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CCOONNGGRREESSSS  //  BBUUDDGGEETT::  
17. Budget Axe To Hit U.S. Marine Corps 
(TAIPEI TIMES 16 AUG 12) ... Richard Halloran 

The Commandant of the U.S. Marine Corps, General 
James Amos, says his service, long known for its Spartan 
ways, is heading again into a "period of austerity" in which he 
will nurture a return to "a culture of frugality." 

Amos suggested in an interview in Hawaii - as he started 
a swing through the Asia-Pacific region - that his corps, like 
other U.S. armed forces, has begun to calculate the 
consequences of coming cuts in budgets and personnel. Those 
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cuts arise from the withdrawal of U.S. forces from 
Afghanistan after 10 years of war there and in Iraq. 

Even though U.S. President Barack Obama's 
administration has proclaimed a "pivot to the Pacific" in which 
the U.S. will focus on the Asia-Pacific region, the pledge of 
favoring forces there over those elsewhere in budgeting has 
been greeted with more than a bit of skepticism. 

In addition, what happens in the near future will depend 
on the U.S. presidential election in November. If Obama is 
returned to office, present trends will most likely continue. If 
the presumptive Republican candidate, Mitt Romney, is 
elected, a new course may be set. 

With two-thirds of the U.S. Marine Corps either posted 
from California to Hawaii, Japan, South Korea and Guam, or 
being rotated through allied nations like the Philippines and 
Australia, Amos set three priorities to confront the 
uncertainties of coming days. 

After the long, tiring deployments to Iraq and 
Afghanistan, the corps is regrouping - and trying hard not to 
settle into a garrison mentality. 

"I want to keep their minds occupied with new 
challenges," the general said. 

The commandant emphasized that marines should be 
ready to respond swiftly to a crisis. 

"The world is not getting any nicer," he said. 
Thus, he added, there is no telling where marines might 

be needed next: "The reality is that we don't know where they 
will go." 

In buying weapons and equipment, "we have to determine 
what's good enough," not what the Marine Corps would like to 
have. 

"After a decade of plenty," he said, "we are returning to 
our historically frugal roots." 

To have the marines challenged and ready, Amos said the 
corps would rely on frequent training exercises with the armed 
forces of other nations. He discussed those possibilities with 
political and military leaders as he traveled to Australia, the 
Philippines, Japan and South Korea before returning to 
Washington. 

In those exercises, the general suggested, the marines 
would seek to build military-to-military partnerships with 

other armed forces. The marines would also try to reassure 
allies and friends in Asia and the Pacific that the U.S. was 
committed to the security of this region. 

That commitment has been questioned throughout Asia in 
recent years by some leaders who contend that the U.S. has 
become a declining power hampered by political gridlock, 
economic stagnation and war-weariness. They say those 
weaknesses have accumulated since the terrorist attacks of 
Sept. 11, 2001. 

On budget issues, the marines have been in these straits 
before. After the U.S. engagement in Vietnam ended in 1973, 
the draft was discontinued, recruiting was dismal and military 
spending was severely reduced under then-U.S. president 
Jimmy Carter. 

This was the day of the "hollow army," with divisions that 
were not ready for combat and of U.S. Navy warships that 
could not sail for lack of trained crew. The Commandant of 
the Marine Corps then, General Robert Barrow, refrained from 
protesting in public. 

However, when pressed in the U.S. Congress as to 
whether the military budget under Carter was sufficient, 
Barrow replied: "In a word, no." 

With today's economic difficulties and consequent budget 
crunch, Amos said he accepted the U.S.$487 billion cut in 
overall military spending that was to be imposed over the next 
five years. He suggested that the Marine Corps would live 
with whatever Congress provided. 

However, the general said he was "deeply concerned" 
about the possibility that more cuts would be mandated across 
the board if the White House and Congress could not agree by 
January on a new tax and spending plan. (This process is 
known by the cumbersome, ill-defined and almost 
unpronounceable word "sequestration.") 

He feared it would have a "disproportionate impact" on 
the Marine Corps' relatively small budget. For the fiscal year 
beginning on Oct. 1, the corps has asked for U.S.$23.9 billion 
to cover not only its own costs, but support from the navy in 
amphibious ships, planes, doctors, medics, chaplains and civil 
engineers. 

That, Amos said, "represents a mere 8 percent of the 
entire Department of Defense budget." 
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18. Subs Surface In Senate Race 
McMahon, Murphy campaigns clash over who is more committed to submarine production 
(NEW LONDON DAY 16 AUG 12) ... JC Reindl 

HARTFORD -- Southeastern Connecticut and its 
submarines emerged Wednesday as hot topics in the newly 
defined Senate race between Democratic Congressman Chris 
Murphy and Republican Linda McMahon. 

The day after the primaries narrowed the candidate field 
from four to two, the campaigns challenged each other to a 
future debate in Groton, home to Electric Boat and the Naval 
Submarine Base. 

The Murphy camp believes it can capitalize on remarks 
McMahon made outside the EB gates in June, when she 
demonstrated incomplete knowledge of the federal Base 
Realignment and Closure process, known as BRAC. 

But the McMahon campaign thinks Murphy committed a 
graver offense this year when he twice voted against major 

defense spending bills containing funding for two-per-year sub 
production at EB. 

Murphy, who represents the 5th Congressional District, 
was the sole member of Connecticut's five-person House 
delegation to vote last month against a $604 billion 2013 
defense appropriations bill that included $4.8 billion to 
continue producing the Virginia-class attack submarines in 
Groton and prevent what could be a one-year drop in 
production from two boats to one in 2014. 

The bill contained additional money to continue 
development of an Ohio-class submarine program that is 
currently under way inside the former Pfizer building in New 
London. 

Both defense bills nevertheless passed the House and are 
awaiting action in the Senate. 
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Murphy voted against the bills because they contained 
"open-ended funding" for military activities in Afghanistan, 
his campaign spokesman, Ben Marter, said Wednesday. 

"Chris believes we should end that war as quickly as is 
safely possible. Right now, the war in Afghanistan is costing 
$2.2 billion every week." 

By comparison, each new submarine costs roughly $2.6 
billion. 

But a spokesman for the McMahon campaign, Tim 
Murtaugh, said it was wrong of Murphy to greet workers at 
the EB gates last week and pledge to protect submarine work 
after having opposed the bills. 

"It takes some serious gall to go down there and shake 
hands with the EB workers, knowing that you voted against 
the funding that keeps their jobs," Murtaugh said. 

During the EB trip, Murphy was joined by U.S. Rep. Joe 
Courtney, D-2nd District, who successfully obtained funding 
for building two submarines per year. 

Courtney has endorsed Murphy for the Senate and also 
opposes an "open-ended commitment" to Afghanistan. Yet he 
voted for both defense bills and issued news releases at the 
time cheering their passage: "The Second Congressional 
District is home to tens of thousands of defense-related jobs, 
and during these tough economic times I am pleased to have 
secured funding that will protect these jobs and grow our 
economy." 

On Wednesday, he stood by his support for Murphy. 
"Many Americans appreciate Congressman Murphy's 

calls for a quicker drawdown of American forces in 
Afghanistan," Courtney's campaign manager, Emma 
Pietrantonio, said in a statement. "Congressman Courtney has 
no doubt that, as a senator, Murphy will be a strong advocate 
for SUBASE New London, Electric Boat and increased 
submarine production." 

She also credited Murphy's "far superior" knowledge of 
the BRAC process and commitment to avoiding future rounds 
of it. 

McMahon committed her Groton gaffe by telling a 
reporter that, if elected to the Senate, her vote for or against 
another BRAC round would depend on the proposed cuts. 

The problem with the remark is that under the BRAC 
process, lawmakers authorize a round of base closings before 
they know what bases will later appear on the list, which is 
drawn up by an independent commission. 

BRAC was created in the late 1980s to minimize the role 
of politicians in closure decisions. The Groton base barely 
escaped closure when it was targeted in 2005. 

McMahon has since vowed to "fight tooth and nail" to 
keep the base open and protect EB jobs. 

Murphy has promised that he is deeply committed to the 
submarine base and EB. "He's voted for millions of dollars in 
improvements to help keep it off the closure list in the future," 
said Marter, his campaign spokesman. 

"We look forward to debating in Groton, where 
McMahon will have to face the people in southeast 
Connecticut that she'll put out of work with her on-again, off-
again support for closing the sub base," Marter said. 

Neither candidate has proposed a specific date or location 
for a Groton debate. The McMahon campaign announced 
Wednesday that it is open to participating in four live televised 
debates before the Nov. 6 election, but refused Murphy's 
invitation for a jobs-focused debate as early as Tuesday, 
dismissing the idea as a "campaign stunt" because it would 
take more time to organize a venue, sponsor and television 
coverage. 

"Historically, debates in high profile races like this 
happen in the fall, when people are paying attention," 
Murtaugh said. 

Murphy participated in three one-on-one debates between 
the spring conventions and Tuesday's primary with his 
Democratic opponent, Susan Bysiewicz. McMahon joined in 
two with her defeated challenger, Republican Christopher 
Shays. 
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19. Possible Military Cuts Unnerve Contractors 
(DAYTON (OH) DAILY NEWS 15 AUG 12) ... Barrie Barber 

DAYTON -- Months before automatic, across-the-board 
defense budget cuts could strike, the defense industry is being 
impacted by automatic federal budget cuts with pay cuts and 
layoffs, the leader of a Miami Valley defense contractor said. 

"We are drowning in a sea of uncertainty," Sam 
Greenwood, chairman of The Greentree Group in 
Beavercreek, said at a defense forum Tuesday at Sinclair 
Community College in downtown Dayton. 

Some defense contractors are still evaluating whether they 
have to send out layoff notices before the November election 
to comply with a federal law for a 60-day notice for large job 
cuts, other company representatives said at the forum. 

The Greentree Group has laid-off about 20 percent of its 
workforce, Greenwood said. 

The automatic 10 percent cuts, known as sequestration, 
would begin in January if Congress and the White House don't 
take action to avert about $500 billion targeted at the defense 
budget over a decade. The across-the-board reductions are in 
addition to the $487 billion the Defense Department agreed to 
absorb through 10 years. Sequestration was set into motion 

when a bipartisan deficit reduction committee failed to reach 
agreement last November on how to reduce the deficit by $1.2 
trillion over 10 years. 

"That has potentially disastrous consequences for the 
economy of the Dayton region which depends so heavily on 
defense spending," said Jeff Hoagland, executive director of 
the Dayton Development Coalition. "The implementation of 
the cuts would result in significant job losses in Dayton and in 
the state. National defense is by far the biggest creator of jobs 
in the Dayton region." 

U.S. Rep. Mike Turner, R-Centerville, organized the 
forum with defense-related speakers, and state Sen. Peggy 
Lehner, R-Kettering, state Rep. Jim Butler, R-Oakwood, and 
Greene County commissioners Alan Anderson, Marilyn Reid, 
and Rick Perales. 

Turner emphasized while the defense budget has a 17.6 
percent slice of federal spending this fiscal year, it would 
absorb 53 percent of budget cuts through 2022. "Right now, 
prospects do not look good at a last minute deal to save these 
jobs," he said. 
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Estimates vary widely on how many jobs sequestration 
might cut in Ohio and nationwide. Turner has said 
sequestration could mean the loss of 4,000 to 5,000 jobs in the 
region. Statewide, observers have estimated from 6,000 to 
40,000, with no clear consensus or agreement on the final 
number. President Barack Obama signed the Sequestration 
Transparency Act this month which will require the federal 
government to spell out within 30 days where the cuts would 
fall. 

"It's almost impossible to do any planning," said Dennis J. 
Andersh, Science Applications International Corp. vice 
president and Dayton regional executive. 

Some companies have redirected part of their workforce 
away from government contracts and more to other income 
generating streams to compensate, officials said. 

David Harry, president of GemCity Engineering and 
Manufacturing in Dayton, said sequestration would hurt the 
kind of science, engineering and technology jobs, such as 
mechanical, electrical and computer science at his company, 
the nation says it most wants and needs. 

Fewer defense dollars could mean partial hiring freezes 
and unpaid government furloughs, less base construction, 
reduced Air Force flight hours and less funding or delays in 
payments for Tri-Care, a military health care insurance 
program, Hoagland said based on a senior defense official's 
statements. 

Hoagland said he couldn't say how many jobs or the full 
effect of those consequences that might mean at Wright-
Patterson Air Force Base, which employs more than 27,000 
civilian and military employees and has a more than $4.5 
billion impact on the economy. 

"Wright-Patterson is not only the area's top employer, it's 
bigger than the second, third and fourth largest employers 
combined," he said. 

Phil Parker, president of the Dayton Chamber of 
Commerce, said defense job losses have the potential to 
eliminate the job gains the region has reached with an 
expansion of jobs at Wright-Patterson while manufacturing 
faded. 

While job losses could happen in defense, officials also 
touted the potential for significant job gains in southwest Ohio 
with the expected expansion of the unmanned aerial vehicle 
industry in both the military and civilian sectors. The region is 
in contention to be chosen as one of six test sites nationwide to 
integrate unmanned aerial vehicles into manned civilian 
airspace by 2015. 

The campaign of Sharen Neuhardt of Yellow Springs, a 
Democrat who opposes Turner in the November election, 
released a statement about the forum saying Republicans and 
Turner were unwilling to compromise on "unpopular divisive 
tax breaks for the wealthiest Americans" to find a bipartisan 
solution to avoid sequestration in both defense and domestic 
programs. 

A spokesman for Turner has said the congressman did not 
support raising taxes during an economic recession. 

The Project On Government Oversight in Washington, 
D.C., also has challenged the contention more defense 
spending equals more jobs. 

"What we've seen historically is defense spending is one 
of the least productive ways to create jobs," Benjamin 
Freeman, a POGO national security investigator, told the 
Dayton Daily News. 

Turner said defense advocates were not calling for more 
defense spending, but avoiding cuts Defense Secretary Leon 
Panetta has said would weaken national security. 
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OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
20. Warships Drop Anchor At Navy Pier 
U.S. military brings the public on board for special week of tours 
(CHICAGO TRIBUNE 15 AUG 12) ... Jennifer Delgado 

Brothers Ethan and Trevor Dahl, 7 and 5, respectively, 
climbed on the USS Hurricane on Wednesday hoping to learn 
more about one of the naval ships they love to watch on the 
big screen. They didn't leave disappointed. 

The boys stood with wide eyes and big grins when they 
found out the vessel's machine guns shoot out water bottle-
sized bullets and a 500-pound anchor keeps the coastal patrol 
ship secure. Accompanied by their mother, the duo stood in 
awe of the radar machines and the inflatable boat used for 
anti-piracy missions. 

"We thought we were going on a tour of the boat as it was 
driving around the lake, but I still liked it," Ethan, of 
Inverness, said after stepping off the ship docked at Navy Pier. 

The Dahls were just some of the hundreds of people lined 
up on the pier Wednesday as warship tours opened to the 
public during Navy Week, a series of events that ends 
Monday. The celebration also falls around the bicentennial of 
the War of 1812 and the end of Word War II, naval officials 
said. 

Military officials said they decided to bring ships to Navy 
Pier — for the first time since 1999 — so Midwest residents 
could become reacquainted with Sailors and American ships 
that have been off traveling. 

Rear Adm. Gregory Nosal said war and other 
commitments have kept the vessels away from the Great 
Lakes for several years. For example, on any given day, about 
40 percent of the Navy's 286 ships are deployed worldwide, 
conducting missions like maritime security or responding to 
requests for humanitarian aid. 

In all, people can tour five warships, including two 
Canadian vessels, the USS Hurricane and the Navy frigate 
USS De Wert, he added. 

Equipped with chain and machine guns, grenade 
launchers and missiles, the 331-ton USS Hurricane is a bulky 
steel ship that fits about 26 people. About 15 people sleep in 
one large room on racks — bunklike beds — against the wall. 

Still, small, homelike touches are evident all around to 
keep Sailors comfortable. 



 20

Music by the rock band Oasis quietly played in the tiny 
galley as an officer cooked chicken tetrazzini. A PlayStation 3 
and a handful of video games, used by Sailors during their 
downtime, rested on a nearby table. A black charcoal grill sat 
idle outside on the deck, but it's often used during seaside 
picnics. 

The sights were a treat for Jay Gabrielson, 21, of Chicago, 
who stood in line for half an hour to see the coastal ship. 

"You see them in pictures and things, but you never get to 
really physically grasp and see how large (the ships) are," 
Gabrielson said. 

Though John Sullivan, 68, has been on several ships 
before, he said he wanted to come to support the Sailors. 
Decked in a blue cap that read "USS The Sullivans," Sullivan 
said his son was in the Navy and his distant relatives died 
aboard a naval ship that sunk decades ago. 

"It's very touching for me," the Chicago resident said. "It's 
good to see these young people and what they're doing for our 
country." 

If You Go 
Tours on Thursday will be from noon to 4 p.m. 
Tours on Friday through Sunday will be from noon to 7 

p.m. 
There is no age requirement to tour the ships, but 

everyone must go through a security check before boarding. 
The vessels are not handicapped-accessible. Photography is 
allowed. 

Broadcast Clip - Navy Warships On Display At Navy 
Pier This Week 

(WBBM CBS CHICAGO 15 AUG 12) Vince Gerasole and 
Terry Keshner 

Jon Dahl served aboard the USS Chicago in the 1970s and 
he and other vets came back to paint the anchor which is now 
on display at Navy Pier. 

He told Newsradio that he and his fellow veterans “have 
all served outside of the country. We have seen what the rest 
of the world is like. My feeling is that everybody should have 
some time out of the country to see just how good we have it 
here in the United States.” 

CBS 2′s Vince Gerasole spent Wednesday morning 
aboard one of the ships, the USS De Wert. 

The Sailors are also celebrating the 200th anniversary of 
the War of 1812. 

That war was fought in part on the Great Lakes and led to 
a treaty in which the U.S. and Canada agreed to demilitarize 
the Great Lakes. 

Navy Week leads up to Chicago’s annual Air and Water 
Show over the weekend. 

The U.S. Navy’s Blue Angels will be among those 
performing. 

View Clip 1 (RT: 2:00) 
View Clip 2 (RT: 1:56) 
Listen to CBS Radio Clip (RT: 0:41) 
Broadcast Clip – Chicago Navy Week Commemorates 

War Of 1812 
(WFLD FOX CHICAGO 15 AUG 12) 
Vice Admiral Philip Hart Cullom joined Good Day to 

explain why, warships lined the lakefront Wednesday: to 
commemorate the War of 1812. Join in on the fun for 
Chicago's Navy Week! 

View Clip (RT: 2:51) 
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21. Navy Vessels Converge On Glass City For Week Of Festivities 
(TOLEDO (OH) BLADE 16 AUG 12) ... David Patch 

Four modern naval and Coast Guard vessels, plus a 
reconstruction of one of the oldest, will be the focal points of 
the first Navy Week in Toledo's history next week. 

But while the ships' parade up the Maumee River will get 
Navy Week into full swing on Aug. 23, Sailors are scheduled 
to begin event-related community appearances and 
presentations Monday, and a series of Navy Band and Marine 
Corps Band concerts are set to start Tuesday with lunchtime 
performances at two Toledo sites. 

The visit by the guided-missile frigate USS De Wert, 
coastal patrol boat USS Hurricane, the U.S. Coast Guard 
Cutter Mobile Bay, frigate HMCS Ville de Quebec, and U.S. 
Brig Niagara are part of a six-city Navy Week tour of the 
Great Lakes timed to commemorate the War of 1812, during 
which the Battle of Lake Erie played a pivotal role in 
determining the future of both the United States' westward 
expansion and Canada's future independence. 

Commodore Oliver Hazard Perry's victory over a British 
fleet in the waters off Put-in-Bay, Ohio, represented "a rebirth 
of the United States Navy," Rear Adm. Gregory Nosal, 
commander of Carrier Strike Group 2 based in Norfolk, said 
during a mid-July news conference to promote the week of 
activities. 

Besides honoring American and Great Lakes naval 
history, he said, Navy Week is intended to increase public 
awareness of the modern Navy's manpower, capabilities, and 

missions at a time when other military branches have gained 
greater attention from the United States' involvement in the 
Persian Gulf and Afghanistan. 

While the Army and Marine Corps have suffered greater 
casualties during the United States' 10 years of war in the 
Middle East, Admiral Nosal said, "a good number of Navy 
Sailors have died on the ground" during those conflicts. 

Even so, he said, "a lot of people don't know what we do" 
nor is the general public aware of technological advances that 
have improved the Navy's effectiveness even as its fleet has 
been halved over the past 30 years. 

Navy Week presents the opportunity for citizens "who 
have never seen the Navy" to visit aboard ships and meet 
young men and women who sail in the United States' fleet, the 
admiral said. 

"Here's what your United States Navy is doing every day 
that you may not know about," he said. 

Vessel tours will be open to the public Aug. 24-26. 
Tentative band concert venues include the Toledo Museum of 
Art, Promenade Park, Levis Square, Imagination Station, Fort 
Meigs, and Cedar Point amusement park. 

Sailors are to participate in a variety of public 
presentations and charitable projects, such as building a ramp 
for the Ability Center of Greater Toledo to benefit a disabled 
Navy veteran, serving meals at the Cherry Street Mission, 
making home repairs with Maumee Valley Habitat for 
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Humanity, and visiting with children at Mercy St. Vincent 
Medical Center. Navy representatives will give presentations 
to various community groups and business leaders, and a 
citizenship naturalization ceremony will be held on board the 
USS De Wert Aug. 24. 

Canada, which is sending several of its navy's vessels for 
Navy Week events, is conducting a parallel tour of its Great 
Lakes cities. 

The War of 1812 commemoration "is an extremely 
important event for Canada … that laid the foundation for 
confederation and the cornerstones of our political 
institutions," according to a Canada National Defense 
statement. 

"A lot of people don't know what we do," said Rear 
Admiral Greg Nosal, left, commander of Carrier Strike Group 
2 based in Norfolk, during a mid-July visit to Toledo to 
promote Navy Week. He appeared with Mary Dalby, 
owner/operator of the cruise vessel Sandpiper. - The 
Blade/Jetta Fraser 

The tour will "celebrate 200 years of peace and prosperity 
between our nation and our closest ally, the United States of 
America," said Peter MacKay, minister of national defense. 
"The events of that historic conflict so long ago serve to 
remind us all that the link between sea power and our nation's 
security and prosperity is as relevant today as ever before." 

The two U.S. Navy vessels in the flotilla that will sail into 
Toledo's harbor the afternoon of Aug. 23 and leave on the 
morning of Aug. 27 are a modern warship, the De Wert, which 
has deployed all over the world, and a smaller patrol boat, the 
Hurricane, which has a primary mission of watching coastal 
waters near American ports and harbors. 

Her Majesty's Canadian Ship Ville de Quebec, also a 
guided-missile frigate, has performed missions both in home 
waters and as part of multinational deployments overseas. In 
2005, the Ville de Quebec helped deliver relief supplies to the 
U.S. Gulf Coast after Hurricane Katrina ravaged southern 
Mississippi and Louisiana. 

More familiar to Great Lakes boat watchers are the cutter 
Mobile Bay, home-ported in Wisconsin and a regular 
contributor to the Coast Guard's winter and springtime ice-
breaking campaigns in the region, and the Brig Niagara, a 
rebuilt version of Commodore Perry's relief flagship from the 
Battle of Lake Erie that incorporates a few timbers from the 
original warship built in 1813 in Erie, Pa. 

The original Niagara was the vessel to which Commodore 
Perry relocated, by rowboat, after his initial Battle of Lake 
Erie flagship, the U.S. Brig Lawrence, was heavily damaged 
by British fire. 

Under his command, the Niagara sliced into the British 
line and opened fire on two of the six opposing vessels, 
inflicting heavy damage and casualties. That effort and 
supporting fire from other American ships prompted the 
British to surrender the battle. 

Toledo is the third stop on the six-city Navy Week tour. 
Previous stops were made in Milwaukee and Chicago, and the 
tour will visit Cleveland, Detroit, and Buffalo in following 
weeks. 

Niagara is participating only in the Navy Week stops on 
Lake Erie, and the Mobile Bay's only involvement is the 
Toledo stop, with other Bay-class tugs participating elsewhere 
during the tour. 

Commodore Oliver Hazard Perry's defeat of a British fleet 
on Lake Erie during the War of 1812, depicted in this painting 
titled "Perry Victory" by an unknown artist, is one of the 
triumphs that the Navy will commemorate this year. - 
Courtesy of Naval History and Heritage Command 

Ville de Quebec is covering Milwaukee, Toledo, and 
Buffalo during the tour, and mooring in Windsor, Ontario, 
during Detroit's Navy Week in two weeks. Along with their 
United States port calls, the De Wert and the Hurricane visited 
Montreal on their way into the Great Lakes and will call in 
Hamilton, Ontario, on the way out. 

Navy ships are rare in the Great Lakes, and past Navy 
Weeks in the region have not included Toledo stops. 

"The Navy hasn't operated in the Great Lakes for many, 
many years -- there hasn't been a need to," Admiral Nosal 
said. 

The Great Lakes now peacefully are host to commerce of 
both the United States and Canada, including freighters 
carrying cargo to and from overseas trading partners, but naval 
support remains vital to trade elsewhere in the world, Navy 
officials say. 

"The free flow of commerce is absolutely essential for our 
prosperity and that of other nations," said Adm. (Ret.) Gary 
Roughead, the former chief of naval operations. "As the past 
continues to inform the present and guides us to the future, the 
War of 1812 celebration will commemorate our rich history 
and heritage, positively influence the millions of Americans 
who come to see us, and showcase and demonstrate the 
capabilities of today's Navy." 

Navy Week Will Feature Ships, Tours 
The Navy is headed to Toledo for Navy Week, which 

commemorates the War of 1812's bicentennial. Four modern 
naval and Coast Guard vessels, plus a reconstruction of one of 
the oldest ships, will be the focal points of the week-long 
event. A variety of activities will include meet-and-greets with 
Navy members, Navy Band musical performances, visits to 
area schools, and vessel tours, which will begin Aug. 24. The 
guided-missile frigate USS De Wert, coastal patrol boat USS 
Hurricane, the Coast Guard cutter Mobile Bay, frigate HMCS 
Ville de Quebec, and U.S. Brig Niagara, will parade up the 
Maumee River and be anchored at the Water Street docks and 
International Park for the event. The vessels will be in Toledo 
Aug. 23-26. For a detailed schedule of events, visit 
www.navyweek.org. 

View Navy Week schedule of events 
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22. U.S. Navy Still A Power On The World's Oceans 
(TOLEDO (OH BLADE 16 AUG 12) ... Sophie Broach 

The U.S. Navy reigns supreme over the world's oceans. 
The next 13 largest navies combined do not equal it in 
tonnage, as former Defense Secretary Robert Gates pointed 
out in a 2009 article in the publication Foreign Affairs. 

More than 320,000 active-duty Navy Sailors are serving 
around the world. 
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Despite its global presence, many Americans know very 
little about the work the Navy is doing with its roughly $40 
billion in taxpayer dollars in fiscal 2012. 

"People I talk to always say they love the Navy, and when 
I ask why, they say they don't know," said Lt. Cmdr. Ron 
Flesvig, a public affairs officer. 

For the upcoming Navy Week in Toledo, landlocked 
American civilians will have the chance to learn more reasons 
to love the Navy -- from the Sailors themselves. The staff of 
Carrier Strike Group 2 is organizing Navy Weeks in the East 
and Midwest this summer. 

"We project our naval presence around the world to be 
ready to respond at a moment's notice to any kind of crisis," 
said Capt. Gene Costello, chief of staff for Carrier Strike 
Group 2. 

"Our mission is to deter aggression," said Rear Adm. 
Gregory Nosal, the commander of the strike group. "But be 
aware, if that deterrence fails, our mission is to win our 
nation's wars." 

The Navy, which has pegged itself as "a global force for 
good" in advertisements since 2009, also provides 
humanitarian assistance during disasters, rushing to help in the 
aftermaths of the 2010 Haiti earthquake and the 2011 tsunami 
in Japan. 

"Another thing the Navy is doing for the average 
American is keeping sea lines of communication open," 
Captain Costello said. "We have to make sure that free trade 
happens." 

This can involve fighting pirates, particularly in the 
lawless waters off the coast of Eastern Africa and in the 
Malaccan straits, where some 14 million barrels of Persian 
Gulf oil flow to East Asian markets each day, according to 
U.S. Energy Information Administration. 

In 2009, Navy SEAL snipers rescued the captain of an 
American cargo ship after he was taken hostage in a lifeboat 
by Somali pirates off the Horn of Africa. 

Naval forces also have played starring roles in the War on 
Terror, most notably the daring 2011 SEAL mission in 
Pakistan resulting in the death of al-Qaeda leader Osama bin 
Laden. 

The Navy also provides support in Iraq and Afghanistan. 
"The Navy has gone in and increased our footprint in recent 
years," said Command Master Chief Dee Allen, highlighting 
the construction battalions and air operations carried out by 
Navy servicemen. 

"We're not really shooting each other out of the water 
anymore like in World War II. It's more sea-to-land operations 
now," Commander Flesvig said. "The best pilots that we have 
in the military are in the Navy; even the Air Force will agree 
with this. Any pilot can land on a 10,000-foot strip … If you 
have to catch in a resting hook, at night, in the pitching sea, 
there's probably no bigger challenge." 

Though the Navy is still by far the largest in the world, 
the overall number of ships in the Navy's fleet has been 
steadily shrinking. Navy active ship force levels have hovered 
in the high 200 range in recent years, down from 594 in 1987. 

Admiral Nosal and Captain Costello said this does not 
spell a decline in naval power. 

"The ships are at a higher capability than ever before," 
Captain Costello. 

Chief Allen added, "The Sailors that come today are more 
educated and the technology has improved, so we're able to do 
more." 

Captain Costello also cited the rising efficiency of naval 
forces. "For our aircraft that flew in Desert Storm and in 
Vietnam, our metric was how many airplanes does it take to 
strike this one target. Today in 2012 we reversed that to ask 
how many targets can a single airplane strike." 

Littoral combat ships signify another technological 
advance. 

"They're our newest combatants," said Commander 
Flesvig. A crew of 50 Sailors can man these 400-foot-long 
ships, but ships of similar size require at least 150 people, he 
said. "And it's faster … it can go 50 knots and make a quick 
turn and go back." 

"They can adjust them with different warfare modules so 
they don't have to build new ships," Chief Allen said. 

The chance to see the world attracts many recruits. "With 
the Army, you're probably going to be in the sand, seeing the 
same place every 18 months in Iraq and Afghanistan. In the 
Navy, you're going to get out a lot more," Commander Flesvig 
said. 

Keith Bryska of Ohio Navy Recruiting said the chance to 
see the world motivated him to enlist. "I've been stationed in 
Japan, Hawaii, Australia, Singapore, Thailand, Israel, too 
many to even name." 

The Navy has had little trouble keeping recruitment high, 
he said. In 2011, 33,444 people enlisted. 
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23. NWC President Takes Navy Message To Cincinnati 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 15 AUG 12) ... Cmdr. Carla McCarthy, U.S. Naval War College Public Affairs 

CINCINNATI -- The president of the U.S. Naval War 
College wrapped up a visit to Cincinnati, Aug. 14, meeting 
with business, civic and educational leaders and participating 
in a world-class military appreciation night as part of the 
Navy's 50-50 outreach program. 

The three-day visit by Rear Adm. John N. Christenson 
was designed to build on United States Navy efforts to 
increase Americans' understanding of the Navy's mission, 
capabilities, and relevance to national security by sending 50 
Navy leaders to 50 cities around the nation. 

Speaking with about 70 employees at Procter & Gamble 
headquarters, Christenson stressed how the Navy protects 

America, on, under, and over the sea. He carried the message 
to GE Aviation as well, where he engaged with leadership and 
toured part of an assembly line. 

"We are a maritime nation," Christenson said in a 
message to the audience at the Western & Southern Open 
Tennis Tournament Military Appreciation Night. "Seventy 
percent of the earth is covered by water, and 90 percent of the 
world's trade travels by sea. Your United States Navy is 
forward and ready to defend our interests and protect our 
country." 

At an event hosted by the Greater Cincinnati-Dayton 
Region American Red Cross, Christenson also told business 
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executives that another way the Navy protects America is 
through the world's best Sailors, with Cincinnati and Ohio 
continuing to be a source of quality service members and 
leaders. 

With science, technology, engineering and mathematics 
(STEM) being important to the Navy's workforce both now 
and in the future, Christenson emphasized the significance of 
STEM education to the Navy with University of Cincinnati 
(UC) Senior Vice President for Academic Affairs & Provost, 
Dr. Santa Ono, and faculty from UC's FUSION Center. As a 
component of the Southwest Ohio Regional STEM Education 
Hub of the Ohio STEM Learning Network, the FUSION 
Center impacts policy and improves educational practice in 
PK-20 STEM instruction. 

He likewise met with executives from KnowledgeWorks, 
a non-profit organization that is working with schools 

throughout the country to transform education and create 
conditions that allow innovation to flourish and better prepare 
youth for the future. 

While in Cincinnati, he stopped at the Veterans Affairs 
(VA) Medical Center, where he spoke with leadership and 
thanked some of the staff members for their service to 
veterans. He also toured the Tele-ICU, a new capability that 
provides remote nursing coverage 24 hours a day for 72 
intensive care unit beds between four VA Medical Centers in 
Ohio. 

After speaking with members of Cincinnati's Navy 
League and United States Naval Academy Alumni 
Association, Christenson's outreach visit concluded at City 
Hall, where he met with Cincinnati Mayor Mark Mallory and 
members of his staff. 
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24. Battle Of Plattsburgh Celebration Expanded 
(WCAX CBS BURLINGTON (VT) 15 AUG 12) 

PLATTSBURGH, N.Y. - To celebrate the 200th 
anniversary of the War of 1812 the Battle of Plattsburgh 
commemoration will expand to 10 days this year. 

Organizers announced the winner of the poster contest, 
and that several more marching bands are being added to this 
year's parade on Sept. 8. 

"In addition, we will have the Norwich Cadet Marching 
Band and drill team, drill team of 20 members, the marching 
band of 45 members, that's huge, that's the first time we've 

gotten them over here in force and we are delighted it worked 
out," said Kit Booth with the Battle of Plattsburgh 
Commemoration Committee. 

The historic naval battle on Lake Champlain, and 
invasion of British troops from Canada, will be re-enacted. 

And Pulitzer-Prize-winning historian Alan Taylor will 
give a talk about his book "The Civil War of 1812" at 
Plattsburgh State. 
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IINNFFRRAASSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  IINNSSTTAALLLLAATTIIOONNSS::  
25. Fentress Runway Project Nearing End 
(WAVY NBC NORFOLK 15 AUG 12) ... Art Kohn 

VIRGINIA BEACH, Va. -- The Fentress Airfield runway 
project in Chesapeake is nearing completion, which is music 
to Beach residents living in the Seatack neighborhood. 

"Sometimes you can't even hear the TV or if you're 
outside talking, you can't hear the people talking to you," 
Virginia Beach resident Leslie Ward said. 

All of the noise is a result of touch-and-go landings for 
carrier practice at Oceana instead of Fentress. 

Renovations of the 8,000-foot runway at Fentress are 
nearing completion less than a year after the project began. 

"Fentress reconstruction is on track and on schedule," 
Capt. Bob Geis with Oceana said. "Everything is going 
according to the plan, and the plan is for it to be completed by 
Oct. 15 of this year." 

Geis says landings are being limited before 10 p.m. to 
reduce noise. 

The last time any major work was done at Fentress was in 
1985 for a long-overdue reconstruction of the landing field. 

Geis says Oceana will continue to advertise landing times 
in newspapers to alert the public. 

View Clip (RT: 2:45) 
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26. Oceana To Practice For Air Show Catastrophe 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 15 AUG 12) ... Mike Hixenbaugh 

VIRGINIA BEACH -- Officials at Oceana Naval Air 
Station plan to stage a mock emergency Thursday night ahead 
of next month's air show. 

The drill, scheduled to begin after dark, will simulate 
errant fireworks, collapsed bleachers and mass casualties, 

according to a news release. Navy and Virginia Beach 
emergency workers will participate. 

The base's annual air show is scheduled for Sept. 14-16. 
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LLEEGGAALL::  
27. Sub Fire Suspect Could Avoid A Jury Indictment 
(PORTSMOUTH (NH) HERALD 15 AUG 12) ... Deborah McDermott 

KITTERY, Maine — The federal case against Casey Fury 
may be resolved without a grand jury indictment, his defense 
attorney said in a document filed Tuesday in U.S. District 
Court. 

Fury has been charged with setting the May fire that 
caused $400 million in damage to the submarine USS Miami, 
docked at the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard for renovations. 
He's also been charged with setting a second fire outside the 
submarine in mid-June. 

According to recent court testimony, Fury admitted on 
video to the incidents of arson and performed a video re-
enactment of the crimes. 

Fury is a former Portsmouth Naval Shipyard worker 
whose mother lives in Portsmouth, N.H.; his father lives in 
Eliot. 

Fury's attorney, David Beneman of the federal defender's 
office in Portland, successfully sought a court order to extend 
the deadline for indictment against his client until Sept. 26. 

Fury's case was expected to go before a federal grand jury 
by Aug. 22. 

In making the request, Beneman stated that he and U.S. 
attorneys "have been meeting ... with an eye toward potential 
resolution without the need for grand jury indictment." 

He asked that his client's right to a speedy trial be set 
aside in favor of continuing discussions with the federal 
government. 

U.S. Magistrate Judge David Cohen agreed, saying "the 
potential resolution of this case without the need for a grand 
jury indictment will save substantial national resources 
extending beyond just court resources." 

Beneman also sought a delay because he has retained a 
forensic expert to review all of the prosecution's extensive 
evidence against Fury. 

He said several more meetings need to be held with the 
expert before he can provide the attorney with an informed 
opinion. 

"The magnitude of the fire damage, the volume of 
investigatory evidence and the forensic arson evidence in the 
matter are voluminous, technical and will consume large 
amounts of time and resources to consolidate, produce and 
review," Beneman wrote. 

Fury was arrested in late July by Navy Criminal 
Investigative Service agents, following an extensive probe of 
the May 23 fire aboard the Miami and a small June 14 fire 
outside the sub on dry dock No. 2. 

Fury has confessed to both incidents, as well as a third 
incident in which he pulled a fire alarm. He told agents that 
the reason for his actions in each case was so that he could 
leave work early. 

Beneman has said his client has received treatment for 
depression and anxiety and has been prescribed new 
medications since the incidents. 

On Aug. 1, U.S. District Court Judge John Rich III 
ordered Fury back to jail following a detention hearing. U.S. 
Attorney Darcie 

McElwee successfully argued that the second fire "tells 
the tale. What kind of person knows (the damage caused 
aboard the Miami) and sets another fire?" 

Rich said in his order remanding Fury back into custody 
that he "poses a serious risk of danger to the safety of any 
other person in the community if he is released and there are 
no conditions of release that will reasonably assure 
community safety." 
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CCOOMMMMEENNTTAARRYY::  
28. Navy Faces Questions As It Seeks More Funding For Special Forces 
(WASHINGTON POST 16 AUG 12) ... Walter Pincus 

Is the Navy’s increased interest in irregular warfare and 
counterterrorism “partly motivated” by concerns about 
remaining relevant, or by a desire to secure some of the 
growing funding for Special Forces units, or both? 

That’s a question posed by a Congressional Research 
Service (CRS) study on Navy irregular warfare and 
counterterrorism operations released Friday. 

The Pentagon’s new strategic plan, put together by the 
Defense Department last fall, calls for an increase in spending 
on Special Forces units, despite the need to reduce planned 
funding increases over the next 10 years that could go beyond 
the $487 billion already agreed to. “We will continue to build 
and sustain tailored capabilities appropriate for 
counterterrorism and irregular warfare,” reads the strategy put 
forward by Defense Secretary Leon E. Panetta. 

The Naval Special Warfare Command, with some 9,000 
military personnel, is smaller than the Army and Air Force 
elements that make up the operational forces under the U.S. 

Special Operations Command (SOCOM). The relatively new 
Marine Special Forces Command is far behind with 2,500, 
according to a June 26 CRS report. 

However, the Navy has by far the most famous of the 
individual Special Operations units, SEAL Team Six, the 
group that carried out the 2011 nighttime raid that killed 
Osama bin Laden. 

Illustrious as it may be, SEAL Team Six is just one of 10 
SEAL teams headquartered in California and Virginia, along 
with smaller elements based abroad in Bahrain, Guam and 
Stuttgart, Germany. Active-duty SEALs represent roughly 
3,000 of the overall force, while another 800 are reservists. 
There are some 900 boat operators making up SEAL delivery 
teams and special boat teams. 

The remainder of the command deals with support, 
logistics, and training including the Naval Special Warfare 
Center at Naval Base Coronado in California. 
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SOCOM argues that “because SEALs are considered 
experts in special reconnaissance and direct action missions — 
primary counterterrorism skills,” they and their support units 
are “viewed as well postured to fight a globally dispersed 
enemy ashore or afloat.” 

But as the CRS report indicates, questions remain about 
how much money the Naval Special Warfare Command is 
spending on irregular warfare and counterterrorism forces that 
are different from activities better performed by other services. 

SEALS today are engaged in Afghanistan in combat 
operations, aiding in counterpiracy operations, serving aboard 
Navy ships providing security assistance to foreign navies and 
aiding with disaster relief when needed. 

The Navy has other groups prepared to take part in 
irregular warfare. One is the Coastal Riverine Force, whose 
roots go back to the Vietnam War. In June, it merged with the 
Maritime Expeditionary Force to create units that perform 
“core maritime expeditionary security missions in green and 
brown waters ... providing port and harbor security security,” 
according to the Navy News Service. The combined riverine 
force will have 2,500 active-duty Sailors and 2,000 Navy 
Reserve Sailors, with a forward-deployed detachment in 
Bahrain. 

In the shipbuilding area, the Navy is proposing to build a 
fourth Mobile Landing Platform, a ship that serves as a base 
for amphibious operations and which, if needed, can handle 
transfers from large warships to small landing craft. Three 
have been ordered in a program that costs about $1.3 billion. 
The first is not expected until 2015. 

One, however, is to be configured to handle a bigger role 
as an Afloat Forward Staging Base. According to one report, it 
would be reconfigured to include a hangar and flight deck that 
would allow heavy helicopters to be flown in a mine-
countermeasures role. 

Navy Secretary Ray Mabus told the House Armed 
Services Committee in February that this new version “will 
fulfill an urgent combatant commander request for sea-based 

support for mine warfare [and] Special Operations Forces ... 
and other operations.” 

The CRS study asks, “What are estimated costs of the 
Navy’s proposed Afloat Forward Staging Bases? How will the 
AFSBs be used?” 

House and Senate committees have also raised questions 
about the Undersea Mobility Program and procurement of 
“dry combat submersibles.” These are mini-submarines that 
would allow Navy SEALS to glide underwater close to 
targets, leave through an airlock and swim the final distance. 
The current SEAL delivery system is called “wet” because it 
exposes personnel to the water from the start. 

SOCOM, which has procurement authority for such 
equipment, reduced research funding for the dry submersible. 
But the House Armed Services Committee reversed that 
decision, citing the “present anti-access and area-denial 
challenges,” particularly in the Asia-Pacific area. It added $35 
million to the SOCOM request for fiscal 2013, putting the 
total at $61.4 million. 

At the same time, the Senate Armed Services Committee 
raised questions about the Shallow Water Combat 
Submersible research program, in which the contractor failed 
to meet engineering requirements, delaying the program for 
several months. Equipped with a silent electric motor, the 
submersible is expected to be able to covertly deliver six 
SEALs with supplies. The current vehicle is also an 
electrically propelled, torpedo-like craft that carries four 
SEALs and two crew members wearing breathing apparatuses. 

Both the House Armed Services and Appropriations 
committees voiced their concern that the “highly perishable 
and technical operational expertise for wet and dry combat 
submersibles resident within the Naval Special Warfare 
community have not been fully exercised and utilized in recent 
years.” 

The real questions are these: How are all these Special 
Forces capabilities in all the services being integrated? How 
many overlap? How many are needed, and how many can this 
country afford? 
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29. A Sea Of Hostility 
China and the United States face off over the South China Sea 
(WASHINGTON POST 16 AUG 12) ... Editorial 

The South China Sea stretches over 1.4 million square 
miles, rich in natural resources and bejeweled with islands. 
China has long regarded much of the sea as its own, claiming 
waters more than 1,000 miles from its shores and very close to 
the shores of other nations. Taiwan, Vietnam, the Philippines, 
Malaysia and Brunei make competing and overlapping claims 
in a tangled yet high-stakes rivalry. 

The territorial disputes stretch back decades, but took a 
new twist recently. In an Aug. 3 statement, the State 
Department criticized China for aggressive actions to reinforce 
its claims. The next day, China’s Foreign Ministry summoned 
an American diplomat for a formal protest and announced that 
the United States “showed total disregard of facts, confounded 
right and wrong, and sent a seriously wrong message.” 

Why this matters is that the United States has announced 
a pivot toward Asia, a seminal move to counter China’s rising 
influence, including a rebalancing of forces over the next eight 
years toward a goal of 60 percent of the Navy in the Pacific, 

up from half at present. According to Defense Secretary Leon 
Panetta, that will include six aircraft carriers and a majority of 
cruisers, destroyers, littoral combat ships and submarines. 

The United States is neutral on the territorial claims in the 
South China Sea. But the State Department’s statement was 
intended to push back against China’s recent harrying of the 
Philippines and Vietnam over disputed fishing and oil drilling 
rights. China has announced that it is upgrading the 
administrative level of Sansha city, on one of the Paracel 
islands, to a prefecture and establishing a military garrison 
there, a further signal of its intent. Worried neighbors are 
welcoming more port calls from U.S. naval forces. 

The U.S. statement called for resolving disputes 
peacefully. China saw it, quite accurately, as a challenge on 
behalf of the weaker states in the region and insisted the 
United States “respect China’s sovereignty and territorial 
integrity.” What exactly does that entail? China has a very 
expansive claim to the sea, based on nine dashed lines 
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sketched in a very imprecise fashion on a map six decades 
ago. The claim encroaches on some of the 200-nautical-mile 
exclusive economic zones granted to other countries by the 
United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea. 

China has insisted that it will work out the disputes one 
by one, and the United States should stay away. But the State 

Department’s statement accurately asserted that the United 
States has a “national interest” in the region: not territorial, but 
to protect regional stability and the huge volume of 
international shipping that passes through the sea. The sea is 
clearly a flashpoint. Everyone needs to make sure it does not 
become a sea of hostility. 
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30. 'Diplomacy, Not Nationalism Is Way Forward In Island Disputes' 
(SOUTH CHINA MORNING POST (HONG KONG) 16 AUG 12) ... Editorial 

Nationalism has no place where territorial disputes are 
concerned. Sovereignty claims have to be resolved through 
diplomacy. Yet Chinese, Japanese and South Koreans have 
put common sense to one side in pressing their governments to 
be more forceful over contested islands in rich fishing grounds 
that may lie on oil and gas reserves. Landing, planting a flag 
or putting up a "for sale" sign do not lead to a solution; they 
are more likely to spark confrontation, tragedy or a crisis. 

Hong Kong, mainland and Taiwanese protesters have 
once more found this reality in their annual quest to put flags 
on the Diaoyu Islands, known as the Senkaku chain by Japan. 
Most times over the years they have failed, their boat being 
turned back or blocked by Japanese navy vessels, but 
yesterday, they succeeded. In 1996, there was tragedy with the 
drowning of activist David Chan Yuk-cheung. Mission 
accomplished or not, though, the point is always missed: such 
adventures fail to achieve their goals. 

That is also how South Korean President Lee Myung-
bak's unprecedented visit last week to the disputed island of 
Dokdo, called Takeshima by Japan, has to be viewed. The first 
leader from his country to make the trip, he wanted to affirm 
Seoul's claim amid a perceived push for sovereignty by 
Tokyo. South Koreans fired by patriotism who swam there 
this week to plant a flag had the same intention. For their 
troubles, all they have done is worsen relations. 

Upcoming leadership changes have not helped. China's 
political powerbrokers are in the final throes of choosing 
leaders for the next decade and campaigning is under way in 
South Korea for presidential polls in December. Nationalism 
is seen as a way of winning popular support and the territorial 
claims are ideal focal points. The trend is especially noticeable 
in Japan where the opposition Liberal Democratic Party, with 
a slim lead in opinion polls over Prime Minister Yoshihiko 
Noda's Democratic Party of Japan, is pushing for dissolution 
of parliament that would lead to a general election. 

Lee's trip infuriated Japan, which withdrew its 
ambassador from Seoul and postponed an annual bilateral 
meeting of finance ministers. Worse is likely to come amid 
rising Japanese nationalism. That could also harm ties with 
China, which are similarly delicately poised. Noda, trying to 
head off a bid by nationalist Tokyo Governor Shintaro 
Ishihara to buy the privately owned Diaoyus, instead wants the 
government to purchase them for the nation. 

Activists who go to disputed islands risk sparking 
diplomatic or military confrontations. Governments turning to 
or encouraging nationalism over sovereignty claims are 
making a mistake. There is only one way to calm waters: 
through dialogue. 
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31. Air Power Meets Alfred Thayer Mahan 
(THE DIPLOMAT 15 AUG 12) ... James R. Holmes 

AirSea Battle came to my office last week when one of 
my colleagues, a U.S. Air Force colonel, reported undergoing 
a come-to-Mahan moment. He now pronounces sea-power 
evangelist Alfred Thayer Mahan the natural strategic theorist 
of air power. Hallelujah, brother! 

Such conversion experiences should be more common 
than they are. Practitioners of air power labor at a 
disadvantage. Armies and navies have been around throughout 
recorded history. From antiquity on, soldiers’ and Sailors’ 
deeds left behind troves of military history—the fundamental 
research for strategy—for historians to read, theorize about, 
and debate. And many generations of scribes did the debating. 
Rich theories of land and sea warfare resulted, but only after 
centuries of study, argument, and refinement. 

By contrast, powered flight is only a century old. The 
Wright Brothers took to the North Carolina sky in 1903. 
Aerial combat came soon after. The U.S. Navy celebrated its 
centennial of naval aviation last year. U.S. Marines are doing 
so this year. Air power made its battlefield debut in the 
Balkans in 1912. Warplanes first slung bullets at one another 
over France during World War I. 

Unsurprisingly, given the rush of events, technology 
outran ideas about how to use it. Italian theorist Giulio Douhet 
published his landmark work Command of the Air in 1921, 
when the ink was still drying on the Versailles Treaty. 
Whereas Clausewitz could ruminate about Frederick the Great 
and Mahan had Lord Nelson, Douhet had to start virtually 
from scratch. 

Nine decades hence, airmen still investigate other 
domains for insight into their profession. Good for them. But 
why sea-power theory, and why Mahan in particular? Well, he 
likened the sea to a “wide common,” a thoroughfare for 
commercial and military endeavors. Airspace is an even wider 
common, enveloping the entire earth’s surface rather than the 
seventy percent covered by water. 

In wartime, wrote Mahan, navies should amass 
“overbearing power” to sweep enemy fleets from the nautical 
common. Having done so, the victor could put those waters to 
whatever use he pleased. Pilots likewise think in terms of 
ridding the skies of opposing fleets. Give ‘em the gun! goes 
one bloodthirsty line in the U.S. Air Force fight song. (We are 
gentle folk in the U.S. Navy. Our fight song is about beer.) 
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For Mahan, imposing a blockade on an adversary’s 
shores—and thereby cutting him off from the seaborne trade 
that constitutes the lifeblood of industrial economies—was the 
usual culminating act of naval warfare. But the comparison 
starts to break down here. What’s the airborne equivalent of 
sealing off an opponent’s harbors? 

Blockade duty means prowling offshore for long 
intervals—years for the Royal Navy during the Napoleonic 
Wars—in order to interdict merchantmen and warships that try 
to exit or enter port. Is there an aerial counterpart to a 
blockading squadron? I’m not so sure. One imagines gunships 
levitating overhead in the old Flash Gordon films or John 
Carter of Mars books. 

And whereas blockading fleets can regulate the flow of 
trade rather than sink enemy vessels, bombarding economic 
centers from aloft looks like the closest equivalent for air 
power. As Admiral J. C. Wylie (another of the greats of sea 

power, natch) observes, air-power theory does tend to conflate 
controlling something with destroying it. This may be less true 
today than it was during Wylie’s lifetime. In this age of 
precision weaponry and unmanned aerial vehicles, it could be 
that air forces can loiter around key sites the way fleets used to 
squelch fugitive enemy shipping. The analogy may work to a 
degree. 

There are some basic differences between navies that ride 
the waves and “airy navies”—to borrow a lyric from 
Tennyson—that do battle in the heavens. Mahan’s writings 
may not map from sea to sky in every detail, but he does 
provide a platform from which to think through the similarities 
and differences. Not bad for a specialist on the age of sail. 

James R. Holmes is an associate professor of strategy at 
the U.S. Naval War College and a former U.S. Navy surface 
warfare officer. 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Asia Plans Give Navy Key Role, Fewer Ships 
Service seeks to adapt to new strategy, Obama cuts in defense budget 
(WASHINGTON POST 16 FEB 12) ... Craig Whitlock 

As the Obama administration reorients its military strategy toward Asia and the vital maritime trade routes in the Pacific, the bulk 
of the responsibility will fall on the Navy, which was largely sidelined during the land wars of the last decade. 

 
2. Two Navy Ships To Honor SD War Heroes 
John Finn and Rafael Peralta to be honored 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 15 FEB 12) ... Gretel C. Kovach, Jeanette Steele 

The Navy will name two of its next five ships after San Diego war heroes, plus a third for a former Camp Pendleton Marine, 
Navy Secretary Ray Mabus announced Wednesday. 

 
3. Port Workers, Drinking Buddies Lament Departure Of USNS Comfort 
Ship will now berth in Norfolk after more than 25 years in Baltimore 
(BALTIMORE SUN 15 FEB 12) ... Jonathan Pitts 

It was Happy Hour at the Poncabird Pub on Wednesday, and the South Baltimore tavern was as busy and bustling as usual, but as 
late-afternoon sunlight streaked through a side window, the expressions it caught on the faces at one table were decidedly grim. 

 

CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
4. USS New York Completes Simulation 
(WAVY NBC NORFOLK 15 FEB 12) 

ATLANTIC OCEAN - USS New York (LPD 21) has completed a straits transit training evolution as part of a Certification 
Exercise (CERTEX) before its scheduled spring deployment. 

 
5. Africa Partnership Station 2012 Begins 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 15 FEB 12) ... Commander, U.S. Naval Forces Europe-Africa/Commander, U.S. 6th Fleet Public Affairs 

NAPLES, Italy -- Sailors and coast guardsmen from several African nations are gathered in Lagos, Nigeria, to participate in the 
start of Africa Partnership Station 2012 (APS), Feb. 14. 

 
6. HSV 2 Project Handclasp On-Load In GTMO 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 15 FEB 12) ... Lt. Matthew Comer, High Speed Vessel-Southern Partnership Station Public Affairs 

GUANTANAMO BAY, Cuba -- High Speed Vessel (HSV) 2 Swift arrived at Naval Station Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, Feb. 14, to 
prepare for the final stop of its four-month mission during HSV-Southern Partnership Station 2012 (HSV-SPS 12). 

 
7. USS Mason Upgraded With New Chemical Agent Detection Capability 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 15 FEB 12) ... John J. Joyce, Naval Surface Warfare Center Dahlgren Public Affairs 

DAHLGREN, Va. -- A new automated chemical warfare agent detection capability that successfully passed operational tests 
aboard USS Mason (DDG 87) will be installed on warships throughout the fleet, Navy officials announced Feb. 15. 

 
8. Warfare Center, Development Command Strengthen Training with 'Bold' New Look 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 15 FEB 12) ... Troy Clarke, Naval Surface Warfare Center Corona Public Affairs 

NORFOLK, Va. -- The Naval Surface Warfare Center Corona completed its training range support for Exercise Bold Alligator 
2012 (BA12) Feb. 12, marking the first time instrumentation data was fused on a single display with modeling and simulation data by 
the Navy's Fleet Synthetic Training program. 

 



 2

9. Sub Montpelier Due Home In Norfolk Friday 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 15 FEB 12) ... Kate Wiltrout 

NORFOLK - The submarine Montpelier will return home on Friday after a six month deployment, the Navy announced 
Wednesday. 

 
10. S. Korea, U.S. To Hold Antisubmarine Drill Next Week 
(KYODO NEWS 16 FEB 12) 

SEOUL -- South Korea and the United States will conduct a joint exercise next week to counter North Korean submarines off the 
west coast of the Korean Peninsula, an official at South Korea's Joint Chiefs of Staff told reporters. 

 

GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
11. Aggressive Acts By Iran Signal Pressure On Its Leadership 
(NEW YORK TIMES 16 FEB 12) ... Scott Shane and Robert F. Worth 

WASHINGTON — A string of aggressive gestures by Iran this week — assassination attempts on Israelis living abroad that were 
attributed to Tehran, renewed posturing over its nuclear program and fresh threats of economic retaliation — suggest that Iranian 
leaders are responding frantically, and with increasing unpredictability, to the tightening of sanctions by the West. 

 
12. U.S. Calls Iran’s Nuclear Announcements ‘Hype’ As Oil Price Rises On Fears 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 15 FEB 12) ... Indira A.R. Lakshmanan and Viola Gienger 

The Obama administration and arms control specialists in Washington downplayed Iran’s claim of a “major” nuclear 
breakthrough as an exaggeration to bolster nationalism amid tighter sanctions, not a dangerous step toward an atomic weapon. 

 
13. China's Next Leader Welcomes U.S. Growing Asia Focus 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 15 FEB 12) ... Matthew Pennington 

WASHINGTON — China's likely next leader said Wednesday that Beijing welcomes U.S. efforts to assert influence in the Asia-
Pacific region, but that Washington must respect China's interests and concerns in its own neighborhood. 

 
14. Russia to Help Vietnam Produce Anti-Ship Missiles, RIA Says 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 16 FEB 12) ... Daniel Ten Kate 

Russia and Vietnam plan to begin jointly producing an anti-ship missile this year, RIA Novosti reported, a development that 
would mark the Southeast Asian nation’s latest move to boost its coastal defenses. 

 
15. More Women Race To Join The Navy 
(DECCAN CHRONICLE (INDIA) 15 FEB 12) ... Subin Mananthavady 

KANNUR – Breaking the gender barrier, more women are joining the defence forces. And, the process has got further impetus 
after Indian Naval Academy (INA), Ezhimala, opened its doors. 

 
16. New Zealand Briefing Document Highlights Upgrade Delays, Deployment Withdrawals 
(DEFENSE NEWS 15 FEB 12) ... Nick Lee-Frampton 

WELLINGTON — Withdrawal from its major deployments, delayed upgrade projects and the effective absence for more than six 
months of the Navy’s flagship are included in a brief prepared for New Zealand’s new Defence Minister, Jonathan Coleman. 

 
17. Italy Cuts F-35 30%; Australia Commits 
(REUTERS 15 FEB 12) ... Antonella Cinelli, James Grubel and Steve Scherer 

ROME and CANBERRA - Italy will cut its order for Lockheed Martin’s radar-evading F-35 by more than 30% as part of Prime 
Minister Mario Monti’s battle against state spending, Defence Minister Giampaolo Di Paola said Feb. 15. 

 
18. Decision On Fighter Purchase May Come Soon: Brazil 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 15 FEB 12) 

BRASILIA — Defense Minister Celso Amorim said Wednesday that Brazil may make a decision on awarding a multibillion-
dollar contract for 36 fighter jets in the first half of this year. 

 

PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
19. SecDef Review Pauses Tuition Assistance Changes 
(NAVY TIMES 15 FEB 12) ... Cid Standifer 

The future of tuition assistance for active-duty service members is in limbo as Defense Secretary Leon Panetta works on a wide-
ranging review of military benefits. 
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20. Veterans In Crisis Can Now Text For Help 
(NAVY TIMES 15 FEB 12) ... Patricia Kime 

Veterans and service members contemplating suicide can now text for help through the Veterans Crisis Line, formerly the 
national Veterans Suicide Prevention Hotline. 

 
21. Child Care Subsidies Vary By Your Uniform 
Services’ Subsidies for Off Base Care Use Multiple Formulas 
(NAVY TIMES 20 FEB 12) ... Karen Jowers 

Out of pocket child care costs for military families outside installations vary widely among the services, according to a recent 
report from congressional auditors. 

 
22. Elon Alumnus Nominated To Head U.S. Fleet Forces Command 
(ELON UNIVERSITY PENDULUM 15 FEB 12) ... Melissa Kansky 

President Barack Obama recently nominated Vice Adm. Bill Gortney, Class of 1977, to head the United States Fleet Forces 
Command, which organizes, mans, trains, maintains and equips Navy forces and develops and submits budgets. 

 

FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
23. Navy To Build 5 New Ships, Including The USS Sioux City 
The fast vessels can be used in a range of combat operations. 
(DES MOINES (IA) REGISTER 16 FEB 12) ... William Petroski 

Secretary of the Navy Ray Mabus announced plans Wednesday for five new ships, including the USS Sioux City and the USS 
Omaha. 

 
24. Ships' Names Honor Cities For Support 
(OMAHA WORLD-HERALD 16 FEB 12) ... Joseph Morton 

WASHINGTON — From al-Qaida terrorists to Somali pirates, America's enemies may come to tremble with fear at the mere 
mention of Omaha and Sioux City. 

 
25. As Wars Wind Down, What Are U.S. Security Needs? 
(NPR 15 FEB 12) ... Alan Greenblatt 

U.S. troops have already left Iraq, the war in Afghanistan is winding down, and there hasn't been a major terrorist attack on U.S. 
soil since 2001. 

 
26. Navy, Marine Corps Publish 'Naval Aviation Vision, January 2012' 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 15 FEB 12) ... Naval Aviation Enterprise Public Affairs 

PATUXENT RIVER, Md. -- The Naval Aviation Enterprise announced Feb. 15 the latest Naval Aviation Vision book is now 
available. 

 
27. McKeon Calls Obama Defense Cuts a ‘Strategy Founded On Hope’ 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 15 FEB 12) ... David Lerman 

President Barack Obama’s defense budget would cut the military too deeply and leave the U.S. with a “strategy founded on 
hope,” the Republican chairman of the House Armed Services Committee said. 

 
28. Wittman, Blumenthal Pressing For A Second Virginia-Class Sub 
(NEW LONDON DAY 15 FEB 12) ... Jennifer McDermott 

GROTON - After touring Electric Boat Tuesday, Virginia Congressman Rob Wittman said he would try to marshal support to 
restore funding for a second Virginia-class submarine in 2014. 

 
29. GOP Pushes Back Against Further Cuts In Nukes 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 15 FEB 12) ... Donna Cassata and Robert Burns 

WASHINGTON — Congressional Republicans on Wednesday vowed to block the Obama administration from sharply cutting 
the U.S. nuclear force, calling potential reductions of as much as 80 percent in the number of deployed weapons “reckless lunacy.” 

 
30. DoD Looking At 'Broad' Industry Strategy 
(DEFENSE DAILY 16 FEB 12) ... Emelie Rutherford 

The Pentagon's plan to spend money to support defense firms as weapons buying shrinks will be wide-reaching, the defense 
secretary said yesterday about the still-nebulous industrial effort. 
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31. ULA Set To Launch Navy Satellite Thursday 
(DENVER POST 15 FEB 12) ... Ann Schrader 

Centennial-based United Launch Alliance is set to launch the U.S. Navy's first next-generation narrowband tactical 
communications satellite. 

 
32. Marines Won't Deploy Boeing's Unmanned Helicopter 
(DEFENSE DAILY 16 FEB 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

Boeing's A-160T unmanned helicopter will not be making its way to Afghanistan to participate in a program designed under an 
urgent requirement to ferry supplies to Marines in remote locations in the country, Naval Air Systems Command (NAVAIR) said 
yesterday. 

 

BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
33. Hampton Roads To Feel Defense Budget Cuts Despite Carrier Staying 
(WVEC ABC NORFOLK 15 FEB 12) 

NORFOLK -- Hampton Roads won't be losing an aircraft carrier right now, but the area will feel the defense budget cuts in other 
ways. 

 
34. Bordallo Questions Secretary Of Defense About Proposed Modifications To Buildup Plans 
(PACIFIC DAILY NEWS (GUAM) 16 FEB 12) 

Guam Delegate Madeleine Bordallo today addressed proposed modifications to the realignment of Marine Corps forces in the 
Pacific during an oversight hearing of the House Armed Services Committee on the Department of Defense budget for Fiscal 2013. 

 
35. Panetta Voices Hope For Japan's Funding In Marine Transfer To Guam 
(KYODO NEWS 15 FEB 12) 

WASHINGTON -- U.S. Defense Secretary Leon Panetta on Wednesday expressed hope that Japan will contribute financially to 
the planned transfer of Marines in Okinawa Prefecture to Guam, amid growing calls in Japan for reducing the cost burden in line with 
the recent review of the realignment of U.S. forces in the country. 

 
36. ONR Works To Build A Diverse Future Force Through Outreach 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 15 FEB 12) ... Katherine H. Crawford, Office of Naval Research 

ARLINGTON, Va. -- Office of Naval Research (ONR) personnel will be in Philadelphia Feb. 17-18, providing information to 
approximately 10,000 students and professionals attending the annual Black Engineer of the Year (BEYA) conference. 

 
37. Navy Warfare Development Command Announces Speakers For Innovation Symposium 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 15 FEB 12) ... Navy Warfare Development Command Public Affairs 

NORFOLK, Va. -- Navy Warfare Development Command's (NWDC) "Innovation Series 2012" will kick off this year's campaign 
with a Maritime Innovation Symposium scheduled for March 13-14, at NWDC on Naval Station Norfolk. 

 
38. Oakley's Freedom High Athletes Test Limits In Navy SEAL Fitness Challenge 
(CONTRA COSTA (CA) TIMES 15 FEB 12) ... Rowena Coetsee 

Dozens of Freedom High School athletes recently tested their physical limits to see if they have what it takes to join the Navy's 
elite. 

 

NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
39. First Lady Pushes Spousal License Portability 
(NAVY TIMES 15 FEB 12) ... Karen Jowers 

The Obama administration has set a goal for all 50 states to pass their own legislation to address licensing issues for military 
spouses, to make it easier to transfer professional licenses and certifications from one state to another, first lady Michelle Obama told 
a group of service members, spouses and officials in the Pentagon auditorium today. 

 
40. Armed Services Chairman McKeon Takes Tough Line On ‘Hidden Earmarks’ 
(THE HILL 15 FEB 12) ... Jeremy Herb 

House Armed Services Committee Chairman Buck McKeon (R-Calif.) is taking a tougher line on so-called hidden earmarks. 
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41. Lawmakers Question Whether Sequestration Cuts Would Hit Veterans 
(STARS AND STRIPES 15 FEB 12) ... Leo Shane III 

WASHINGTON — Veterans programs would see a significant boost under the budget proposal laid out by the White House this 
week, but lawmakers were more concerned Wednesday about whether the looming threat of automatic defense funding cuts could 
undo those positive numbers. 

 
42. General: Cuts Will Drive Career Competition 
(MARINE CORPS TIMES 15 FEB 12) ... James K. Sanborn 

Deeper than anticipated manpower cuts mean Marines will face the stiffest competition to stay in uniform in more than a decade, 
and more units will deactivate as the Corps whittles down to 182,100. 

 
43. No Questions For Yemen President In USS Cole Case 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 15 FEB 12) 

SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico — A military judge in the war crimes trial of a Guantanamo prisoner charged in the attack on the USS 
Cole has denied a defense request to question Yemeni President Ali Abdullah Saleh as a witness in the case. 

 

OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
44. USS Sioux City: An Honor And A Source Of Pride 
(SIOUX CITY (IA) JOURNAL 16 FEB 12) ... Editorial 

Secretary of the Navy Ray Mabus announced the next five Navy ships: Three guided-missile destroyers - the USS John Finn, the 
USS Ralph Johnson and the USS Rafael Peralta - and two littoral combat ships - the USS Omaha ... and the USS Sioux City. 

 
45. Amid Uncertainty, Carrier Stays Put 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 16 FEB 12) ... Editorials 

The Obama administration's 2013 budget proposal brought good news for the Navy in Hampton Roads - and a good deal of 
uncertainty. 

 
46. Funding The Defense Needs Of Tomorrow, Today 
Congress Must Think 10 Years Down The Line When It Comes To Nuclear Carriers 
(WASHINGTON POST 16 FEB 12) ... Walter Pincus 

Congress is looking at today’s threats, debating the reductions found in President Obama’s defense budget requests for next year, 
and probably not thinking about the world in 2022. That’s when the impact of some of its decisions will be felt. 

 
47. If U.S. Troops Pull Out, Economic Growth May Slow 
(BLOOMBERG VIEW 15 FEB 12) ... Amity Shlaes 

Out. Everywhere. Yesterday. Those three words sum up the mood here at home when it comes to American military presence 
outside U.S. borders. 

 
48. Serve Vets As Well As They Served Us 
(CHARLOTTE 16 FEB 12) ... Sen. Kay Hagan 

Ask a random American if they know someone who has served in Iraq or Afghanistan, and the answer is likely to be "no." That's 
not surprising. Nationwide, military service members account for only 1 percent of our population. 

 
49. Amphibious Ops A Dual-Use Tool For U.S. Policy Kit 
(WORLD POLITICS REVIEW 15 FEB 12) ... Robert Farley 

Over the past two weeks, the U.S. Navy and Marine Corps conducted Bold Alligator, an exercise off the Atlantic seaboard 
designed to refine expertise in amphibious operations and test new amphibious capabilities. 

 

BBLLOOGGSS::  
50. EXCERPTS FROM BLOGS AROUND THE WORLD 
(PUBLISHED 13 – 16 FEB 12) 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Asia Plans Give Navy Key Role, Fewer Ships 
Service seeks to adapt to new strategy, Obama cuts in defense budget 
(WASHINGTON POST 16 FEB 12) ... Craig Whitlock 

As the Obama administration reorients its military 
strategy toward Asia and the vital maritime trade routes in the 
Pacific, the bulk of the responsibility will fall on the Navy, 
which was largely sidelined during the land wars of the last 
decade. 

But the Navy will have to perform its mission in Asia 
with fewer ships in coming years than it had anticipated. 
Under President Obama’s proposed defense budget, the Navy 
will retire nine ships early and cut or delay the purchases of 16 
others over the next five years. 

The Navy had long planned to increase the size of its 285-
ship fleet to 313 vessels by 2020, but under Obama’s budget it 
will fall far short. Under the new plan, the fleet will remain at 
285 ships over the next five years. 

The Navy is hoping to expand to a 300-ship fleet by 2019, 
but that’s only if the service doesn’t get hit with additional 
spending cuts, an optimistic scenario. 

The changes have prompted criticism from Congress, 
where some lawmakers have pressed Defense Secretary Leon 
E. Panetta and Navy officials on how they can carry out 
Obama’s new strategy for Asia with fewer ships and other 
resources than they had been counting on. 

“Cuts to our naval capabilities such as these, without a 
plan to compensate for them, only put our goals in the Pacific 
region at greater risk,” Sen. John McCain (R-Ariz.), the vice 
chairman of the Senate Armed Services Committee, said at a 
Feb. 9 confirmation hearing for Adm. Samuel J. Locklear III, 
whom Obama has nominated to take over the U.S. Pacific 
Command. 

Navy leaders play down the cuts and say they will be able 
to carry out the president’s strategy with the same number of 
ships they have now. They noted that the Navy will maintain 
all 11 of its aircraft carrier groups — the crown jewels of the 
fleet. 

Navy Secretary Ray Mabus said most of the ships that 
will be retired early are old cruisers that either lacked ballistic 
missile capabilities or that needed expensive repairs. Most of 
the ships that will be built later than previously planned, he 
added, are smaller support vessels. 

“We’re losing some ships that are not as capable as the 
new ships coming in,” Mabus said in an interview Wednesday 
in his Pentagon office, a day before he is scheduled to testify 
on Capitol Hill about the Navy’s proposed budget. “We’ve got 
enough to meet the war plans with what we’ve got under 
contract.” 

Mabus said the Navy was altering deployment plans and 
embracing some creative manpower arrangements that will 
enable the service to keep ships at sea longer, especially in 
Asia. 

For example, the Navy is planning to base four new 
Littoral Combat Ships in Singapore, Mabus said. The warships 

are the most modern in the Navy’s fleet and can be outfitted 
for a variety of missions, from combating piracy to tracking 
submarines and carrying out special operations missions. 
They’re designed to operate in coastal waters and travel at a 
top speed of more than 40 knots. 

Navy officials said they expected all four ships to deploy 
to Singapore, amid some of the busiest shipping lanes in the 
world, by 2016. Defense officials said they are still finalizing 
details with the government of Singapore, whose approval is 
needed. 

By basing the ships in Singapore, the Navy would 
eliminate the need for lengthy trans-Pacific crossings on each 
deployment. In another change that will allow for longer 
missions at sea, three crews will be assigned to every two 
ships on a rotating basis, flying back and forth from the United 
States. 

“It enables us to have a far more persistent presence all 
across the western Pacific,” Mabus said. Such an approach, he 
said, reduces the need to send extra ships to Asia if a crisis 
erupts. 

“If something happens, we’re not escalating the situation 
sending ships in, because we’re already there,” Mabus said. 
“We can respond very quickly and we can respond in a way 
that doesn’t heighten tensions.” 

The Navy has about 50 ships deployed to the western 
Pacific region — about half of its total number of ships that 
are at sea on any given day around the world. Approximately 
one-third are in the Middle East, with most of the remainder in 
Europe. 

Adm. Jonathan Greenert, the chief of naval operations, 
said there are no plans to change those numbers in Asia, even 
with the Obama administration’s renewed emphasis on that 
region. 

“My first assessment is we’re in good shape in the Navy 
where we stand in the western Pacific,” Greenert said last 
month at the Center for a New American Security, a 
Washington think tank with close ties to the Obama 
administration. “This is about the right proportion I see for the 
near term.” 

At the same time, the Navy will adjust its presence in the 
region by spending more time in Southeast Asia, where China 
has alarmed several countries by aggressively staking claims 
to disputed territory in the energy-rich South China Sea. 

Besides adding four ships in Singapore, the Pentagon will 
soon station a rotating force of Marines at an Australian base 
in Darwin. The Obama administration is also talking with the 
Philippines about expanding the U.S. military presence there, 
including the possibility of operating ships from the former 
Subic Bay naval base. 

Return to Index 
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2. Two Navy Ships To Honor SD War Heroes 
John Finn and Rafael Peralta to be honored 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 15 FEB 12) ... Gretel C. Kovach, Jeanette Steele 

The Navy will name two of its next five ships after San 
Diego war heroes, plus a third for a former Camp Pendleton 
Marine, Navy Secretary Ray Mabus announced Wednesday. 

Three men who served the sea services in different wars 
and different times, united nonetheless in their uncommon 
valor, will have destroyers named for them. 

Staff Sgt. Rafael Peralta and Pfc. Ralph Henry Johnson 
used their bodies to shield fellow Marines from exploding 
grenades, dying so that others might live. Navy Chief Petty 
Officer John William Finn turned his machine gun on 
Japanese planes strafing Hawaii, absorbing their bullets until 
he was ordered to seek medical attention. 

"Finn, Johnson and Peralta have all been recognized with 
some of our nation's highest awards," Mabus said. "I want to 
ensure their service and sacrifice will be known by today's 
Sailors and Marines and honored for several decades to come 
by a new generation of Americans, and people from around 
the world." 

Peralta 
Peralta, 25, grew up in San Diego and was posthumously 

awarded the Navy Cross for his actions in Iraq. He was 
mortally wounded fighting house to house in Fallujah on Nov. 
15, 2004, “selflessly covering a grenade with his body to save 
his fellow Marines from the blast,” the Navy said. 

Peralta was awarded the second-highest combat honor 
and not the Medal of Honor because of some doubt about 
whether he had already succumbed to gunshot wounds when 
he hugged the grenade to his chest. He had been nominated for 
the highest honor based on eyewitness accounts and other 
evidence of a deliberate act, but the Medal of Honor is 
reserved for incontrovertible displays of valor. 

His family and many admirers were bitter about the 
outcome of the awards process, but their disappointment was 
overshadowed Wednesday by the news. 

Peralta's sister Icela Donald, 31, of San Diego, said 
Mabus called her Monday to inform the family. "We're in 
shock right now... and very happy," she said, particularly with 
the choice of a destroyer to bear her brother's name. 

"He was a strong, brave man," she said. "If you know 
Marines you know they’re tough. They’re devil dogs. That’s 
how Rafa was, a Marine to the fullest. Look what he did – 
jumping on top of a grenade. You have to be brave to do that." 

Peralta and his family moved to San Diego to escape the 
violence of Tijuana, Donald said. Their father had permanent 
residency and later became a U.S. citizen; the day Peralta was 
granted his own "green card" he enlisted in the Marine Corps. 

Their brother Ricardo is deployed with the infantry in 
Afghanistan, fulfilling a promise he made to his brother after 
he died to follow in his footsteps in the Corps. "Nothing has 
been easy for my family, being Hispanic and immigrant. Now, 
with our last name to be known as USS Peralta ... I'm just so 
proud of my brother," Donald said. 

Finn 
Finn received the Medal of Honor from Adm. Chester 

Nimitz for displaying “magnificent courage in the face of 
almost certain death” during the attack on Pearl Harbor, 
Hawaii, during World War II. 

On Dec. 7, 1941, when enemy planes roared over his 
Kaneohe Bay base on the way to Pearl Harbor, Finn grabbed a 
.50-caliber machine gun and returned fire from an exposed 
position for more than two hours. 

He was hit 21 times by bullet and bomb fragments. Some 
credited Finn with single-handedly shooting down a Japanese 
aircraft. “I can’t honestly say (for sure) I hit any, but I shot at 
every damn plane I could see,” Finn said. 

The longtime resident of San Diego County retired from 
the Navy as a lieutenant and died in 2010 at age 100. At the 
time, he was the oldest living Medal of Honor recipient. 

The war hero's only son, Joseph, got the call from the 
Navy secretary Wednesday morning. "I’m sure my father 
would be very proud about it," the Lakeside resident said. 

Friends of Finn in San Diego’s Pearl Harbor survivor 
community were overjoyed at Wednesday’s news but not 
necessarily surprised. 

“We sort of expected it. Something was going to happen. 
John was so well known,” said Jesse Thompson, who hosts a 
weekly meeting of Pearl Harbor veterans at his house. 

Finn might have seen it differently, said Stuart Hedley, 
90, who knew him well. Having one’s name on a ship hull is 
perhaps the ultimate honor for a Sailor, but Finn was a humble 
man. 

“He would tell you that it shouldn’t be. Because he never 
considered himself a hero,” Hedley said. “He says, ‘We were 
just doing what we were told to do.’ Which is true.” 

Finn was known as a “regular guy” despite the celebrity 
that follows the Medal of Honor. 

In retirement, the Navy veteran and his wife settled on a 
ranch in Live Oak Springs, where they befriended nearby 
tribes and fostered several Indian boys. As a final tribute, both 
husband and wife were buried at the Campo Indian 
Reservation’s cemetery in East County. 

But nothing would have been too great an honor for Finn, 
in the eyes of his friends. 

“We wanted an aircraft carrier named after him,” Hedley 
said. “And, rightfully so, because of what he suffered from the 
wounds he underwent there at Kaneohe. And the individual 
that he was — a promoter, a leader.” 

Johnson 
A third Arleigh Burke class guided-missile destroyer will 

be named for Johnson, who was posthumously awarded the 
Medal of Honor for his actions in the Vietnam War. 

Johnson was serving with Camp Pendleton's 1st 
Reconnaissance Battalion when he saved another Marine’s life 
and sacrificed his own. He shouted a warning and hurled his 
body onto a grenade thrown into their fighting hole, 
preventing the enemy from penetrating his sector of the 
patrol's perimeter. 

The 19-year-old Marine from Charleston, S.C. was killed 
instantly in the attack on March 5, 1968. 

Long Time Coming 
U.S. Rep. Duncan Hunter, R-Alpine, a Marine veteran 

who served in Iraq and Afghanistan, campaigned for years to 
have the Navy name ships for the two San Diegans. He 
succeeded in amending the 2012 National Defense 
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Authorization Act with a plea to honor Peralta and introduced 
legislation in 2010 urging the Navy to name a ship for Finn, a 
resolution that died in committee. 

“For Sgt. Peralta and John Finn, this is recognition that’s 
well-deserved,” Hunter said. “Two ships carrying the names 
of such heroic Americans—and San Diegans, in fact—will 
inspire future generations of Marines and Sailors." 

Peralta and Finn will be in good company plying the seas 
with destroyers named for Cpl. Jason Dunham, Lt. Michael 
Murphy, and others, Hunter said. Dunham, a Marine who used 
his helmet to cover a grenade in Iraq, and Murphy, a Navy 
SEAL who exposed himself to enemy gunfire to help his team 
in Afghanistan, were both posthumously awarded the Medal 
of Honor. 

"These combat heroes are as tough as the steel used to 
make these ships and they are proud examples of the 
unrelenting fighting spirit of America’s military," Hunter said. 

The Navy has been under fire recently from some 
veterans who said combat heroes like Peralta, Finn and 
Johnson should have been recognized with ships in their 
names before civil rights leader Medgar Evers, labor organizer 
Cesar Chavez, and former Rep. Gabrielle Giffords, an Arizona 
Democrat. 

The Navy announced last week that a littoral combat ship 
will be named for Giffords. The cargo ships named for Chavez 

and Evers come from a class traditionally christened after 
famous American explorers, pioneers and visionaries, Mabus 
has said. 

Destroyers, however, are usually named for U.S. naval 
leaders, Medal of Honor recipients and other war heroes. 

Huntington Ingalls Industries in Pascagoula, Miss., will 
build the John Finn (DDG 113) and Ralph Johnson (DDG 
114). General Dynamics Bath Iron Works in Maine will build 
the Rafael Peralta (DDG 115). All three are expected to be 
delivered in 2016. 

The Pearl Harbor survivor community in San Diego 
County, about 25 or 30 strong, would be thrilled if the 
destroyer John Finn is christened here, Hedley said. A San 
Diego commissioning ceremony is perhaps more likely, as 
christenings happen when a vessel at the shipyard. 

Also announced Wednesday: two littoral combat ships 
will be named for Sioux City and Omaha. Marinette Marine in 
Marinette, Wis., will build the Freedom variant, the USS 
Sioux City. Austal USA in Mobile, Ala., will build the 
Independence variant, the USS Omaha. 

"I chose the names for our two new littoral combat ships 
after Midwestern cities from America's heartland, to honor the 
patriotic, hard-working citizens of Sioux City, Iowa, and 
Omaha, Nebraska for their support of and contributions to the 
military," Mabus said. 

Return to Index 
 

3. Port Workers, Drinking Buddies Lament Departure Of USNS Comfort 
Ship will now berth in Norfolk after more than 25 years in Baltimore 
(BALTIMORE SUN 15 FEB 12) ... Jonathan Pitts 

It was Happy Hour at the Poncabird Pub on Wednesday, 
and the South Baltimore tavern was as busy and bustling as 
usual, but as late-afternoon sunlight streaked through a side 
window, the expressions it caught on the faces at one table 
were decidedly grim. 

"This [stinks]," said Dane Sobus, a regular customer who 
has spent many evenings drinking with crew members and 
workers from the USNS Comfort, the hospital ship the Navy 
announced this week will be moving to Norfolk, Va., after a 
quarter-century in the port of Baltimore. 

"Those people aren't just customers to us. They're 
friends," added Lisa Lawton, a waitress who is also the 
daytime manager. "It's a huge loss." 

The Comfort, a former oil tanker converted to its current 
use in 1987, was originally meant to provide emergency 
medical and surgical care for U.S. troops in combat, but it 
eventually proved more useful for humanitarian relief 
missions. It traveled to New York in the aftermath of the 9/11 
attacks and to Haiti after the earthquake that hit the island in 
2010. 

When the towering ship is relocated to Norfolk sometime 
next March, the vessel will take the jobs of 18 civilians and 59 
naval personnel along with it, not to mention the prestige of its 
presence in the area and the business it meant for the 
contractors and service workers who bring in fuel, care for the 
boilers, operate the phone lines, handle the sewage and 
provide the electricity and food the ship requires when it's in 
port. 

Gov. Martin O'Malley said Wednesday that he'll work 
with the state's congressional delegation, in particular Rep. 
C.A. Dutch Ruppersberger, a Baltimore County Democrat, to 

try to persuade the Navy to keep the ship in Baltimore, but he 
conceded that it will be a daunting challenge. 

"The hard economics of the matter is that the ship was 
docked at a private berth and paying $2 million when they 
could pay nothing by going to available naval facilities in 
Norfolk, so it's a tough economic argument to make," he said. 
"We're continuing to push back and see what we can do." 

The ship generates nearly $11 million for the local 
economy each year, said Richard Scher, a spokesman for the 
Maryland Port Administration. About $7.3 million is 
attributable to salaries, $3 million to local purchases and 
$730,000 to taxes, he said, adding that an independent 
consultant had come up with the figurers. 

Former U.S. Rep. Helen Delich Bentley, who was 
instrumental in bringing the ship to Baltimore in the 1980s and 
had fought for months to prevent it from moving away, had 
said Tuesday that the ship's economic impact was between 
$35 million and $40 million per year. She agreed that the Port 
Administration's estimate was probably closer. 

The Navy was offering no official comment as of 
Wednesday afternoon, and reporters were not invited aboard 
the ship, but Bentley arrived on the dock late in the day to do a 
stand-up interview for local television, and she made it clear 
that, to her, the loss was more than an economic one. 

"We love [the ship]. We've treated it nice. Everybody 
loves it. We hope we can still keep it," she said. 

The ship lay quietly in the harbor as sea gulls circled 
overhead on a calm, sunny day. But at least one worker on site 
had emotions not unlike Bentley's. "Save our baby for us," 
Carl Patrick, a security guard, said to the former 
congresswoman as she came in. 
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Patrick works for Keystone Ship Berthing Inc., the 
Baltimore company that directs all contracting services for the 
Comfort. He said he's one of four guards the company 
employs at Pier 11, the Comfort's berthing site. 

"At least two of us will probably go to another port," he 
told Bentley, 89. "I might be one of them. If not, I'm going to 
do what you didn't do — retire." 

Steve Cartwright, Keystone's Maryland representative and 
the pier manager, arrived later to check on a business matter. 
His father, Fred Cartwright, founded the firm, which began 
overseeing all independent contracting for the ship, from 
phone service to sewage and power, in 1987. Steve has been 
on board since 1992. 

The company works with seven ships in Baltimore, Steve 
Cartwright said, but because the Comfort is an active vessel 
and hosts a hospital, it means considerably more business for 
the company than any of the others. 

It was still too soon for him to put a dollar value on the 
losses, he said, but if and when the ship moves, it would mean 
up to a 40 percent reduction in his own pay. More than that, he 
said he has come to befriend the people who come from as far 
away as Virginia to work on the ship. 

"Over the years, the Comfort has become a landmark," he 
said, his eyes distant. "'The word 'disappointing' doesn't even 
begin to cover this." 

Rick Haynes, a former executive director of the Navy's 
Military Seacraft Command, which commands the ship, says 
that while it's a loss to the area, he understands the Navy's 
thinking. 

"It was always a great thing for me to look out and see 
that big white ship with the big red crosses," said Haynes a 
retired naval officer who was born and raised in Baltimore. 
"That did something for you. But there's a lot of pressure to 
tighten belts in the military, and as I understand it, this was 
one way they could save. It's unfortunate for the city." 

That was the consensus at the Poncabird, a bar and eatery 
that opened for business about a mile from Pier 11 in 1984 and 
quickly became a home away from home for those who 
worked aboard the Comfort. 

The restaurant hosted the ship's annual awards ceremony 
as well as countless going-away parties, Lawton said, adding 
that those who hit the Poncabird for lunch or after-hours get-
togethers are uniformly good people — the sort who stay in 
touch even after they move on to other places. 

One of the Comfort's former chief mates, Les 
Waddington, retired to Florida, she said, but not before having 
his going-away bash at the bar and leaving them with the 
orange life preserver that still hangs on one wall. 

Sobus said that when the ship departed for one of its 
international missions, it was always occasion for a big party, 
not to mention when the crew returned. 

"Great camaraderie," he said. 
Steve Cartwright is a regular, too, and as he sat down with 

Sobus and the pub's owner, Richard Frankton, for a beer late 
Wednesday, he squinted in the afternoon light and pondered a 
question. Would another vessel come along and fill the 
vessel's berth? 

"Anything's possible. But if it did, I doubt it could 
measure up. What could top the Comfort?" he said. 

Return to Index 
 
 

CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
4. USS New York Completes Simulation 
(WAVY NBC NORFOLK 15 FEB 12) 

ATLANTIC OCEAN - USS New York (LPD 21) has 
completed a straits transit training evolution as part of a 
Certification Exercise (CERTEX) before its scheduled spring 
deployment. 

The simulated transit evolution's purpose it to prepare the 
crew for different conditions in threats in the straits of Hormuz 
or the Suez Canal. 

"Each time you go through a strait, it's a different 
experience depending on which part of the world you are in," 

said Lt. Kyle Recker, the ship's navigator. "You have to be 
prepared for your inability to maneuver, escape, evade, and 
defend if you are attacked by a small boat or something to that 
effect." 

CERTEX is the final certification for the 24th Marine 
Expeditionary Unit and Iwo Jima Amphibious Ready Group 
before their deployment. 

Return to Index 
 

5. Africa Partnership Station 2012 Begins 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 15 FEB 12) ... Commander, U.S. Naval Forces Europe-Africa/Commander, U.S. 6th Fleet Public Affairs 

NAPLES, Italy -- Sailors and coast guardsmen from 
several African nations are gathered in Lagos, Nigeria, to 
participate in the start of Africa Partnership Station 2012 
(APS), Feb. 14. 

APS is part of an ongoing international effort to assist 
African nations to improve maritime safety and security. The 
security cooperation initiative, now in its fifth year, is aimed at 
strengthening global maritime partnerships through training 
and collaborative activities in order to improve maritime 
safety and security in Africa. 

This year's program builds upon relationships fostered in 
previous years and brings together more than 30 African, 
European, North and South American countries. 

"By working together, African navies and coast guards 
are able to bring maritime safety and security which will help 
secure their future," said Chief Warrant Officer Eve 
McAnallen, APS training officer. 

USS Simpson (FFG 56) arrived in Lagos, Nigeria, to 
launch this year's training program. While in port, Simpson's 
crew will work with Nigerian sailors and coast guardsmen, 
and with crews from 11 other African nations participating in 
the first leg of training events. 
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"It's a great way to start APS," said Cmdr. Leonard 
Milliken, Simpson's commanding officer. "APS is an 
important mission because it helps growing navies and coast 
guards in Africa conduct maritime operations." 

Bringing these nations together for specifically tailored 
training events, both ashore and at sea, allow African maritime 
nations to improve their capabilities while strengthening 
relationships with partner nations. APS also allows African 
maritime nations to bolster regional maritime safety and 
security throughout the maritime environment in three specific 
areas: counter-piracy, illicit trafficking, and energy and 
resource security. 

Through a regional, comprehensive approach, APS helps 
African nations build their own maritime domain awareness, 
create maritime professionals, build required maritime 
infrastructure, and improve response capabilities in the 
maritime environment. The common belief among 
participating nations is that APS contributes to development, 
economic prosperity and security within Africa. 

"I really appreciate the APS program because it helps us 
improve and meet our potential through different 
experiences," said Gabonese Chief Petty Officer Pierre 
Mboulou. "I hope this program can be held every year and 
keep going to help African militaries." 

APS brings together African partners, allowing them to 
focus on common security challenges. 

"By working together, African navies and coast guards 
are able to improve maritime safety and security which will 
help secure their future," Chief Warrant Officer McAnallen 
said. 

Simpson's visit to Lagos is one example of how APS 
works to bring regional partners together to share and learn 
specialty skills. Experts will use practical, classroom, and 
sometimes real-world events to help build African navies 
professional skill to combat crime at sea. 

APS is about developing African solutions to global 
problems and building upon long-standing relationships. 
African, European, and North and South American partners, 
and non-governmental organizations share a common goal of 
regional prosperity, stability, and peace. APS helps to create 
partnerships among a number of organizations who have not 
traditionally worked with each other in the past to achieve 
common goals through collaboration. 

Following this visit, Simpson will continue APS 
engagements in the Gulf of Guinea. Later in the year, the dock 
landing ship USS Fort McHenry (LSD 43) and the High Speed 
Vessel Swift (HSV 2) will deploy in support of APS. 

Return to Index 
 

6. HSV 2 Project Handclasp On-Load In GTMO 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 15 FEB 12) ... Lt. Matthew Comer, High Speed Vessel-Southern Partnership Station Public Affairs 

GUANTANAMO BAY, Cuba -- High Speed Vessel 
(HSV) 2 Swift arrived at Naval Station Guantanamo Bay, 
Cuba, Feb. 14, to prepare for the final stop of its four-month 
mission during HSV-Southern Partnership Station 2012 
(HSV-SPS 12). 

Swift stopped in Cuba to on-load more than $4 million of 
Project Handclasp supplies scheduled to be delivered in Cap-
Haitien, Haiti. 

Project Handclasp is a U.S. Navy program that accepts 
and transports educational, humanitarian and goodwill 
materials donated by America's private sector on a space-
available basis aboard Navy ships for distribution to foreign 
nation recipients. 

"Swift's unique design allows us to transport these 
supplies quickly and efficiently," said Cmdr. Garry Wright, 
HSV-SPS 12 mission commander. "Project Handclasp 
illustrates how having great partnerships in the Caribbean can 
really have an impact." 

While in Guantanamo Bay, Swift on-loaded cargo that 
included more than 200 pallets of supplies. The pallets 
included medical supplies, disinfectant, an ultrasound 

machine, books, and high-calorie meals. Swift also took-on 
two pick-up trucks to be delivered in Haiti. 

"The ship was designed to carry cargo very quickly from 
one point to another," said Lt. Christopher Ganske, Swift's 
supply officer. "It is nice to get the opportunity to use the ship 
for that purpose, and at the same time have an impact on the 
Haitian community." 

The Project Handclasp off-load will compliment Seabee, 
Marine and Naval Criminal Investigative Service HSV-SPS 12 
missions in Haiti. The Swift will be in Haiti for three weeks, 
working with Haitian and United Nations personnel to 
exchange knowledge in the areas of security, public health, 
and construction. The stop in Haiti follows visits to the 
Dominican Republic, Guatemala, El Salvador, Panama and 
Peru. 

"The mission has been a great success thus far," said 
Wright. "Our upcoming visit in Haiti will be the keystone of 
this deployment, highlighting the capabilities of the ship and 
its service members, as well as the partnerships we have 
created over the last four months." 

Return to Index 
 

7. USS Mason Upgraded With New Chemical Agent Detection Capability 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 15 FEB 12) ... John J. Joyce, Naval Surface Warfare Center Dahlgren Public Affairs 

DAHLGREN, Va. -- A new automated chemical warfare 
agent detection capability that successfully passed operational 
tests aboard USS Mason (DDG 87) will be installed on 
warships throughout the fleet, Navy officials announced Feb. 
15. 

The Navy plans to install the new system - designed to 
quickly alert warfighters to the presence of chemical warfare 
agents - on all active guided-missile destroyers and cruisers, 

aircraft carriers, large and small deck amphibious ships, 
littoral combat ships and dry cargo/ammunition ships by the 
end of 2018. 

"IPDS-LR (Improved Point Detection System - Lifecycle 
Replacement) will provide the Navy continued chemical 
warfare agent detection, identification and alerting along with 
the high system reliability they need to perform their mission 
worldwide," said Bruce Corso, IPDS-LR system manager, 
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office of the Joint Project Manager for Nuclear, Biological and 
Chemical Contamination Avoidance (JPM NBCCA). 

"This successful deployment of the IPDS-LR is a 
culmination of the work of some great scientists and 
engineers, collaboration with the joint community, and having 
waterfront locations that provide continuous fleet interaction," 
said Naval Surface Warfare Center Dahlgren Division 
(NSWCDD) Chemical, Biological and Radiological (CBR) 
Defense Division Head Mike Purello. 

Warfighters aboard Mason - the first guided-missile 
destroyer (DDG) protected by IPDS-LR - are now relying on a 
better performing system that features ion mobility 
spectrometry. This chemical detection technology creates ions 
that separate by the time it takes the ion clusters to traverse a 
constant electric field drift region. 

"I am excited to have the Improved Point Detection 
System - Lifecycle Replacement on board," said Mason 
Commanding Officer Cmdr. Adan Cruz, after testing 
concluded Jan. 27. "As captain, I hold the responsibility for 
the safety of the crew and this system provides enhanced 
chemical warfare defense to ensure our Sailors will return 
home safely." 

"The install went extremely well," said Mason Executive 
Officer Cmdr. Mike Briggs. "Having a reliable chemical 
detection system onboard to aid in ship's defense goes towards 
making Mason a more effective warship." 

Teams based in Norfolk, Va., and San Diego, Calif., are 
prepared to install the new system on 35 ships in 2012. 

USS William P. Lawrence (DDG 110), USS Howard 
(DDG 83) and USS Mesa Verde (LPD-19) are the next ships 
on NSWCDD CBR Defense Division's schedule for IPDS-LR 
installation. 

"More DDGs will follow," said NSWCDD IPDS-LR 
Project Lead Brian Flaherty. "The Sailor will see a system 
they can turn on and be confident it is protecting them. It 
samples air from outside the ship, evaluates it for the presence 
of chemical warfare agents and if there's an agent present - 
IPDS-LR will alert them in an adequate amount of time to take 
precautionary measures." 

IPDS-LR components located on the port and starboard 
sides of a ship sample air through external intakes in the hull. 
The system analyzes the external air for chemical agents. 

"If the detector identifies a chemical agent, it sends a 
signal that displays an alert at both the ship's damage control 
central and the bridge," said Flaherty. "The system also 
interfaces directly to the ship's chemical alarm, which 
broadcasts an audible ship-wide alarm to alert the crew of a 
chemical warfare agent." 

IPDS-LR's test and evaluation involved extensive time 
both in the laboratory and aboard ship - with extensive time at 
sea as well as an independent underway evaluation by the 
Navy's commander operational test and evaluation force. 

"The new system is more maintainable and reliable," said 
Flaherty. "Warfighters will see improved false alarm 
performance and longer periods of time between repairs. It 
will be easier and cheaper to repair." 

Based on a commercial-off-the-shelf concept, a joint team 
of NSWCDD and JPM NBCCA engineers evaluated IPDS-LR 
in reliability, availability, and maintainability (RAM) tests 
emphasizing a Navy shipboard maritime environment. 

The team collected more than 14,000 hours of underway 
and in-port test time supporting the RAM analysis with 
multiple ships - and ship classes - based in the Norfolk and 
San Diego areas. Additional data collection continued aboard 
ships in forward deployed locations. 

"It's very rewarding to field this system to the Fleet," said 
Flaherty, noting that his team conducted "IPDS-LR tests on 
the Navy side - shock testing, vibration testing, 
electromagnetic interference - and worked with different 
groups over two-and-a-half years to make sure the system is 
ready to field to the warfighter." 

"The Navy's CBR Defense Division exists to provide our 
warfighter with the tools and capabilities necessary to detect, 
protect, and if necessary, decontaminate threats resulting from 
a CBR attack," said Purello. "Our direct and active connection 
with the fleet helps the warfighter and provides a wealth of 
valuable information for our scientists and engineers in the 
lab. This knowledge is immediately put to use as they work to 
create, develop, and provide updates and future solutions for 
our men and women in uniform." 

A Navy leader in CBR Defense, NSWC Dahlgren's CBR 
Defense Division provides a full complement of capabilities 
that support the naval warfighter both on land and at sea as 
well as the joint and Homeland Defense communities. 
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8. Warfare Center, Development Command Strengthen Training with 'Bold' New Look 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 15 FEB 12) ... Troy Clarke, Naval Surface Warfare Center Corona Public Affairs 

NORFOLK, Va. -- The Naval Surface Warfare Center 
Corona completed its training range support for Exercise Bold 
Alligator 2012 (BA12) Feb. 12, marking the first time 
instrumentation data was fused on a single display with 
modeling and simulation data by the Navy's Fleet Synthetic 
Training program. 

The combined display delivered an unprecedented live, 
virtual and constructive (LVC) ground-truth picture to 
exercise control, allowing for a more robust mix of LVC 
exercise play. 

The Corona-managed East Coast Tactical Training Range 
Complex (ECTTRC) provided real-time instrumentation 
systems for all live exercise participants, and the technological 
breakthrough came from a strong partnership between NSWC 
Corona and the Navy Warfare Development Command 

(NWDC) to help the Navy-Marine Corps team prepare for 
today's fight with today's forces. 

Corona and NWDC merged real-time instrumentation 
data from the Navy's Large Area Tracking Range (LATR) 
system with synthetic data generated by the Navy and Marine 
Corps' two simulation models, Joint Semi-Automated Forces 
(JSAF) and Marine-Air Ground Task Force Tactical 
Warfighting Simulation (MTWAS). 

As the Navy and Marine Corps exercise revitalized 
amphibious expeditionary capability with the largest Joint, 
multinational amphibious exercise in a decade - some 20,000 
Sailors, Marines, Coast Guardsmen, and Allied troops, 25 
Navy ships and participation from eight other nations - 
exercise leaders said the enhanced situational awareness 
allowed them to add new dimensions to the training. 
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"When we add the synthetic piece to the live piece, we 
can really stress the training audience," said NWDC 
Commander Rear Adm. Terry B. Kraft. "In this case, the 
command and control audience - the Expeditionary Strike 
Group (ESG), Marine Expeditionary Brigade, and the ESG 
MEU-(Marine Expeditionary Unit) level - has to plan for, 
utilize and protect extended forces. So the synthetic plus up 
adds a huge piece to our training." 

The merged FST and LATR data provided an integrated, 
comprehensive look of the total force disposition to battle 
staffs at multiple locations, both ashore and afloat. 

Exercise Director Michael "Mort" White said that the 
combination of the LVC elements allows the maritime 
services to more accurately monitor the complex operational 
movements, more closely mimic a real-world environment and 
push the capabilities of the training audience, ultimately 
enhancing the warfighting might of the nation's amphibious 
force. 

"The LATR picture provides me with a ground truth so 
that I can compare what the training audience thinks is out 
there versus what is really happening out there," White said. 
"It enables me as a training director to ensure that I'm putting 
together the right picture of what they need for their 
certification." 

He noted the new LVC breakthrough builds upon 
performance assessment and range instrumentation expertise 
the warfare center already brings to the fleet and will help 
maximize training effectiveness for the future. 

"In today's environment, with fiscal constraints, we have 
to make sure every training opportunity counts, and make sure 
we take every piece of data that we need," he said. "Corona's 

support for our training efforts is critical ... ensuring that we 
collect that data, manage it, and really use it for justification 
for what we're doing, showing the readiness and capability of 
the forces, and helping us improve down the road." 

Corona's commanding officer Cmdr. Eric Ver Hage was 
pleased to see his group's behind-the-scenes efforts play out 
during the large-force exercise. 

"I saw how focused our force training team was on 
providing the best value to our Navy, Marine Corps," Ver 
Hage said. "This level of 'total commitment' from our warfare 
center workforce to break new technical ground during Bold 
Alligator was impressive and motivating to witness." 

As exercise planners analyze the many facets of BA12, a 
senior official at the Navy Center for Advanced Modeling and 
Simulation (NCAMS) came away with a clear direction for the 
way ahead. 

"The big lesson learned from Bold Alligator is that we 
need to work more with NSWC Corona," said Darrel Morben, 
director of modeling and simulation at NWDC, home of 
NCAMS. "The teamwork between NSWC Corona and NWDC 
and the training community at-large has been a tremendous 
success," he added. 

NSWC Corona provides critical support to the fleet 
during live-training exercises by managing and engineering 
Navy and Marine Corps Tactical Training Range systems that 
provide combat realism, ground-truth tracking of air and 
surface platforms, electronic warfare/information operations, 
and communications for live-mission monitoring and debrief 
capabilities. Corona analysts provide fleet exercise 
reconstruction and quantitative and qualitative assessments in 
each of the various warfare areas during and post-exercise. 
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9. Sub Montpelier Due Home In Norfolk Friday 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 15 FEB 12) ... Kate Wiltrout 

NORFOLK - The submarine Montpelier will return home 
on Friday after a six month deployment, the Navy announced 
Wednesday. 

The Los Angeles-class fast-attack sub departed Norfolk 
on August 12. It covered more than 36,000 nautical miles 

during its cruise in the Atlantic Ocean and Mediterranean Sea, 
including port visits in Norway, Scotland and Spain. 

Cmdr. Thomas A. Winter is skipper of the Montpelier, 
which has a crew of about 145. 
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10. S. Korea, U.S. To Hold Antisubmarine Drill Next Week 
(KYODO NEWS 16 FEB 12) 

SEOUL -- South Korea and the United States will 
conduct a joint exercise next week to counter North Korean 
submarines off the west coast of the Korean Peninsula, an 
official at South Korea's Joint Chiefs of Staff told reporters. 

The five-day antisubmarine exercise is ''part of annual and 
regular exercises and will not be open to the press,'' the official 
said. 

''It's designed to help strengthen the allies' combined 
readiness posture and their tactical and operational capabilities 
to respond to North Korean submarines,'' an unnamed South 
Korean military official was quoted as saying by Yonhap 
News Agency. 

The upcoming exercise follows up an agreement reached 
between South Korea and the United States last December to 
stage two joint antisubmarine exercises per year. 

A 7,600-ton Aegis destroyer ''Yulgok Yi I,'' which was 
deployed by South Korea last year, plus about 20 other 
vessels, Lynx helicopters and P3-C antisubmarine surveillance 
aircraft will be mobilized for the exercise, Yonhap said. 

The security climate on the Korean Peninsula has been 
especially tense since two deadly attacks on the South in 2010 
-- a torpedo attack on a South Korean navy ship and the 
shelling of a South Korean border island. The North denies 
involvement in the ship sinking and claims the South 
provoked the artillery attack. 
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GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
11. Aggressive Acts By Iran Signal Pressure On Its Leadership 
(NEW YORK TIMES 16 FEB 12) ... Scott Shane and Robert F. Worth 

WASHINGTON — A string of aggressive gestures by 
Iran this week — assassination attempts on Israelis living 
abroad that were attributed to Tehran, renewed posturing over 
its nuclear program and fresh threats of economic retaliation 
— suggest that Iranian leaders are responding frantically, and 
with increasing unpredictability, to the tightening of sanctions 
by the West. 

As investigators unearthed new evidence implicating Iran 
in the attacks this week in Thailand, India and Georgia, 
President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad of Iran announced 
Wednesday what he said was his country’s latest nuclear 
advance, and Iran’s Oil Ministry threatened to pre-empt a 
European oil embargo by cutting off sales to six countries 
there. 

“These are all facets of the same message,” said 
Muhammad Sahimi, an analyst and professor at the University 
of Southern California. “Iran is saying, ‘If you hit us, we will 
hit back, and we are not going to sacrifice our nuclear 
program.’“ 

The flurry of Iranian actions and statements comes as 
Western governments are watching closely for signs of Iran’s 
reaction to the tougher sanctions they have imposed. But the 
intentions of Iran’s divided leadership are notoriously difficult 
to divine, and even as Mr. Ahmadinejad declared defiantly 
that “the era of bullying nations has passed,” another Iranian 
official said Tehran was ready for new talks on the nuclear 
issue. 

The European Union’s foreign policy chief, Catherine 
Ashton, confirmed on Wednesday that she had received a 
reply from a top Iranian official responding to her invitation to 
negotiations over the future of its nuclear program. Iran’s Al 
Alam television said the country had offered to “hold new 
talks over its nuclear program in a constructive way.” 

American officials reacted with caution to the reported 
offer to talk and said they saw little substance in either the oil 
threat or Mr. Ahmadinejad’s announcement that Iran had new 
centrifuges able to enrich uranium more quickly. The Iranian 
president was shown on live television overseeing the loading 
of what was described as an Iranian-made fuel rod into a 
research reactor and declaring that “the arrogant powers 
cannot monopolize nuclear technology. They tried to prevent 
us by issuing sanctions and resolutions but failed.” 

Victoria Nuland, the State Department spokeswoman, 
said that Mr. Ahmadinejad’s remarks appeared “calibrated 
mostly for a domestic audience.” 

“The Iranians have for many months been putting out 
calendars of accomplishments, and based on their own 
calendars, they are many, many months behind,” Ms. Nuland 
said. 

Nor did the threat to cut oil sales to six European 
countries — first incorrectly announced by Iran’s Press TV as 
already in effect — have much of an impact. The White House 
spokesman, Jay Carney, noted that the European Union 
banned new oil contracts with Iran last month and said it 
would halt all imports of Iranian oil July 1. Oil prices ticked 
up by $1.06 a barrel to $101.80 on the New York Mercantile 
Exchange in response to Iran’s warning. 

Karim Sadjadpour, an Iran expert at the Carnegie 
Endowment for International Peace, said the belligerent moves 
by Iran actually underscored weakness. 

“If there’s a meta-narrative here, it’s that Iran tends to 
speak loudly but carries a small stick,” Mr. Sadjadpour said. 
“Their alleged terror attacks projected incompetence more 
than fear, their announced nuclear progress is likely 
exaggerated, and their threat to pre-emptively cease oil exports 
to Europe turned out to be another bluff.” 

Evidence was accumulating that the bombing this week 
that injured four people in New Delhi, including an Israeli 
diplomat’s wife, and bombs discovered in Tbilisi, Georgia, 
and Bangkok were part of a single plot, for which Israel has 
blamed Iran. Iranian officials have denied any involvement. 

Two Iranian suspects in the Bangkok episode — in which 
an explosion rocked a house and led investigators to more 
bombs there — were in custody in Thailand and a third in 
Malaysia, officials said. And Thailand’s chief of police, Gen. 
Prewpan Dhamapong, said the explosive devices found in the 
rented house resembled those found in Georgia and New 
Delhi. He added that the Iranian suspects were on a mission 
targeting Israeli diplomats. 

In Israel, Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said the 
incidents showed why all nations should draw “red lines 
against Iranian aggression.” 

“These days, Iran’s acts of terror are clear to everyone,” 
Mr. Netanyahu told Parliament. The method of the bombing in 
New Delhi and attempted bombing in Georgia this week — 
magnetic devices attached to cars — appears to be the same as 
those used to kill Iranian nuclear scientists in attacks widely 
attributed to Israel. 

The Iranian actions came at a tense time, after weeks of 
public discussion in Israel and the United States of the 
possibility of Israeli airstrikes to slow the progress of Iran’s 
nuclear program, which Western officials believe is working 
toward a capacity to make nuclear bombs and which Iranians 
say is for peaceful purposes. 

The latest developments suggested to some analysts that 
Iran’s supreme leader, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, was 
deliberately lashing out at the West, though it was not clear 
whether his intention was simply to retaliate or to provoke a 
limited war with Israel. Some Iranian hard-liners are said to 
believe that such a war would benefit them, allowing them to 
close ranks and assert greater authority for the elite 
Revolutionary Guards. 

“I think this is Iran’s way of saying, ‘Look out, we can 
reach out and touch you,’“ said Mehrzad Boroujerdi, a 
professor of Middle East Studies at Syracuse University. “But 
I doubt that Khamenei wants to go all the way to a serious 
armed confrontation.” 

Some analysts cautioned against taking the recent 
developments as signs of a new Iranian position, noting that 
Iran is now more fragmented politically than ever, and that the 
country’s leaders often deliberately send divided messages. “If 
they are going to make a concession, they will do it behind the 
scenes,” said Kelly Golnoush Niknejad, editor of the news site 
Tehran Bureau. “Often the Iranian government will say one 
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thing in public and do something entirely different in 
diplomatic channels.” 

Yet most analysts doubt that Iran is ready to make a 
diplomatic overture that the West will take seriously. 
Although Mr. Ahmadinejad is widely said to be eager for a 
real breakthrough with the West on the nuclear issue, Iran’s 
supreme leader holds final authority over foreign affairs, and 
he is extremely resistant to concessions. 

While Iran appeared to be signaling a willingness to start 
more nuclear talks, in the letter from Saeed Jalili, the 
country’s top nuclear negotiator, to Ms. Ashton, some 
diplomats and analysts were dismissive. 

“Jalili has a history of making offers that stick to 
generalities and avoid any specific discussions,” said Mr. 
Sahimi, the U.S.C. analyst. 

The nuclear claims Iran made Wednesday seem either 
overstated or insignificant. It was unclear whether Iran had 

succeeded in producing real homemade fuel that could safely 
power a research reactor for long periods of time or whether 
the televised display involved prototype fuels or test materials. 
“I’m very skeptical,” a European diplomat familiar with Iran’s 
nuclear effort said of the reactor claim. 

Iran’s new centrifuge claims also seem exaggerated. 
Starting nearly six years ago, in April 2006, Tehran has 
regularly boasted that it is on the verge of perfecting and 
deploying a new generation of more advanced centrifuges that 
will enrich uranium far more quickly. 

Mr. Ahmadinejad’s nuclear announcement, in the view of 
some analysts, was an effort to create “facts on the ground” in 
advance of any new nuclear talks. In addition, it might be a 
play for domestic support in advance of Iran’s upcoming 
parliamentary elections, scheduled for March 2, which could 
affect a power struggle between his supporters and Ayatollah 
Khamenei’s. 
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12. U.S. Calls Iran’s Nuclear Announcements ‘Hype’ As Oil Price Rises On Fears 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 15 FEB 12) ... Indira A.R. Lakshmanan and Viola Gienger 

The Obama administration and arms control specialists in 
Washington downplayed Iran’s claim of a “major” nuclear 
breakthrough as an exaggeration to bolster nationalism amid 
tighter sanctions, not a dangerous step toward an atomic 
weapon. 

Iranian state-run Press TV announced yesterday 3,000 
“new-generation” Iranian-made centrifuges were installed at 
its main uranium enrichment site at Natanz, and domestically 
made fuel plates were loaded at a medical research reactor in 
Tehran. Iran won’t be intimidated by outside pressure and will 
pursue technological advances, the Iranian Students’ News 
Agency said. 

“Our view on this is that it’s not terribly new and it’s not 
terribly impressive,” State Department spokeswoman Victoria 
Nuland told reporters in Washington. 

She dismissed as “hyped” for a domestic audience Iran’s 
claim of important scientific advances. She said Iran is 
“feeling the pressure” of “unprecedented sanctions” that U.S. 
and European officials say are impeding Iran’s acquisition of 
materials for its nuclear program and hobbling its economy. 

The dueling assessments came the same day the European 
Union confirmed it received a letter from Iran’s top nuclear 
negotiator, Saeed Jalili, about resuming negotiations with the 
U.S., France, Britain, Germany, Russia and China. Secretary 
of State Hillary Clinton has said the international community 
wants serious engagement over questions raised about Iran’s 
program, not talks for the sake of talking. 

The latest rhetoric over Iran’s disputed nuclear program 
stokes tensions with the U.S. and its allies that already have 
spurred fears of a military confrontation and hit oil markets. 

Oil Reacts 
Oil rose to a one-month high after reports yesterday that 

Iran halted crude oil shipments to Europe months before an 
EU embargo takes effect July 1, and as U.S. inventories 
declined for the first time in four weeks. Futures climbed 1.1 
percent as Iran’s Press TV said the Persian Gulf state halted 
crude exports to Italy, Spain, France, Greece, Portugal and the 
Netherlands. 

The state-run Fars news agency said Iran summoned the 
ambassadors from those countries to the foreign ministry to 

protest sanctions and warn them, without cutting exports. Oil 
for March delivery rose $1.06 to $101.80 a barrel on the New 
York Mercantile Exchange, the highest settlement since Jan. 
10. Prices have increased 21 percent in the past year. 

“This is the kind of news that gets traders juices flowing,” 
Michael Lynch, president of Strategic Energy & Economic 
Research in Winchester, Massachusetts, said in a phone 
interview. “The Iran situation has gone from lukewarm to a 
simmer.” 

Suspicious Iranian Activities 
While Iran insists its nuclear program is for civilian 

energy and medical research, the U.S. and European 
governments say they suspect Iran is seeking an atomic 
weapons capability. Israeli leaders say they haven’t ruled out a 
military strike to prevent it. 

“It’s a lot more likely that we will soon see major change 
in the situation,’ he added. “Whether that’s an attack by Israel 
or negotiations has yet to be determined.” 

Over the past three months, the U.S. and the EU have 
imposed numerous new sanctions restricting petroleum and 
non- energy trade as well as financial transactions in an effort 
to force Iran to give up any illicit nuclear activities. Sanctions 
advocates say economic pressure is the best way to avert a 
military conflict in a region that holds more than half the 
world’s oil reserves. 

Nuclear Fuel Cycle 
Press TV yesterday showed President Mahmoud 

Ahmadinejad at the research reactor in Tehran, and reported 
that Iran has taken the final step in completing the nuclear fuel 
cycle. Only a handful of countries, including France and the 
U.S., have the technology to build the 19.75 percent enriched 
fuel plates needed for the reactor, according to Iranian 
officials. 

David Albright, a nuclear physicist and former 
international weapons inspector in Iraq, said in an interview 
that the fuel plates aren’t hard to produce and have no military 
implications. 

“They’re so far behind that it sounds like they’re trying to 
play catch-up, which makes me think it’s more for a domestic 
audience than an international one,” said Albright, founder of 
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the Institute for Science and International Security in 
Washington. 

Iranian media provided no details about the so-called new 
generation of centrifuges, the sophisticated equipment used to 
enrich uranium. Enriched uranium is used to fuel power plants 
and reactors and, at 90 percent enrichment levels, it may be 
further processed for use in atomic weapons. 

‘Image of Progress’ 
“This is more symbolism than anything else,” Dennis 

Ross, who served until recently as President Barack Obama’s 
chief adviser on Iran, said in an interview. Iran has “claimed 
for years that they are installing next generation centrifuges, 
and they continue to have material and technical problems that 
bedevil their operation.” 

Ross said there is no evidence that Iran has overcome 
those failings. They are trying “to create the image of progress 
even when they are not advancing, now because they want to 
suggest they are not being affected by the pressure and 
isolation” of sanctions, he said. 

Ross said he believes sanctions create an opening for a 
diplomatic solution to the nuclear crisis. 

Iran’s announcements may have been timed deliberately 
for the day its leaders sent a letter to the EU about resuming 
talks to signal that Iran is “in a position of strength,” said Peter 
Crail, a research analyst at the Arms Control Association in 
Washington, who called the announcement “posturing, more 
than real advances.” 

Time for Diplomacy 
Crail said in an interview he believes there’s still an 

opportunity to persuade Iran’s leadership to stop enriching 
uranium to 19.75 percent and to turn over its stocks of so- 
called low-enriched uranium. To induce Iran to halt domestic 
enrichment, the U.S. and Europe have offered to provide 
nuclear fuel for civilian use. 

White House press secretary Jay Carney said the U.S. 
expects “to learn more” about yesterday’s developments from 
International Atomic Energy Agency inspectors, who are due 
to return to Iran Feb. 20-21. Officials from the United 
Nations’ agency last visited there for three days ending Jan. 
31. 

Carney called reports of a nuclear breakthrough and 
threats to cut off oil exports before an embargo takes effect 
“provocative acts” that are “designed to distract attention from 
the demonstrated impact” of sanctions. 

Car-Bomb Attacks 
Israel’s leaders, who for years have pressed for “crippling 

sanctions” on Iran, have suggested time may be running short 
to stop Iran’s suspected progress toward becoming a nuclear 
weapons state. Adding to tensions recent are the Feb. 14 car-
bomb attacks that targeted Israeli diplomats in India and 
Georgia, which Israel blamed on Iran. In Thailand, police 
arrested Iranians allegedly planning similar attacks. Iran says 
Israel is behind a series of killings of Iranian nuclear scientists. 

Olli Heinonen, a Finnish physicist and former top 
inspector for the IAEA, said more significant than Iran’s 
announcements yesterday is its recent declaration that its 
underground Fordo enrichment facility “is in routine 
production.” 

“By the end of this year they’ll have 250 to 290 kilograms 
of 20 percent enriched uranium. That’s a lot,” Heinonen said 
in a phone interview from Cambridge, Massachusetts, where 
he is a senior fellow at Harvard University’s Belfer Center for 
Science and International Affairs. That amount of 20 percent 
enriched uranium could be used for two nuclear weapons if 
Iran further enriched it to 90 percent, he said. 

Iran’s known enrichment facilities are under IAEA 
monitoring and there has been no report of enriched uranium 
being diverted for weapons use. 
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13. China's Next Leader Welcomes U.S. Growing Asia Focus 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 15 FEB 12) ... Matthew Pennington 

WASHINGTON — China's likely next leader said 
Wednesday that Beijing welcomes U.S. efforts to assert 
influence in the Asia-Pacific region, but that Washington must 
respect China's interests and concerns in its own 
neighborhood. 

Appearing before the U.S.-China Business Council, Vice 
President Xi Jinping spoke warmly of evolving relations 
between the world's two economic superpowers but offered 
little new insight into how he will lead China. 

The speech was Xi's last stop in Washington before 
heading to Iowa and then the West Coast. Earlier Wednesday, 
he met with members of Congress a day after a meeting with 
President Barack Obama, receptions at the State Department 
and the Pentagon and a speech to the U.S. Chamber of 
Commerce. 

Xi is set to lead China for the coming decade, succeeding 
President Hu Jintao as Communist Party leader late this year, 
then becoming president in 2013. Xi received a grand 
welcome, including a 19-gun salute at the Pentagon and a long 
meeting with Obama. 

Xi is sticking to tightly scripted public appearances, 
though he is widely regarded as more at ease with counterparts 
than the stiff and staid Hu. 

The Obama administration is trying to take a more 
assertive role in the Asia-Pacific region as China's economic 
and military power grows, and Xi said China welcomes a 
"positive" U.S. role. But, he added, "We hope at the same 
time, the United States will respect the interests and the 
concerns of China." 

Xi touched on standard Chinese talking points, urging the 
U.S. to oppose any moves toward Taiwanese independence, to 
honor its commitment to recognize Tibet as part of China and 
to work together on dealing with nuclear ambitions by North 
Korea and Iran. 

He was introduced at Wednesday's speech by former 
Secretary of State Henry Kissinger, who helped President 
Richard Nixon open the door to China in the 1970s. "You are 
here at a crucial moment," Kissinger said. 

The Chinese leader was heading next to heartland Iowa, 
where he planned to reconnect with people who briefly hosted 
him there on a 1985 study tour. 

Both Xi and U.S. officials have emphasized the promise 
and importance of greater U.S.-China cooperation, but the 
soothing diplomatic words were punctuated with frank 
recognition of the differences that exist between them on 
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human rights, economic disputes and worsening foreign crises, 
particularly the violence in Syria. 

Vice President Joe Biden alluded to a deterioration in 
human rights in China and U.S. concern over several 
prominent dissidents. Xi responded as Hu did when he met 
Obama last year by defending China's rights record but saying 
it could always do more. 

On the policy front, Biden announced some progress on 
areas of U.S. economic concern. 

He said China told the U.S. it would move forward with 
tax reforms this year that would increase imports and promote 
domestic consumption, a step away from its export-driven 
growth model, which the U.S. says contributes to America's 

burgeoning trade deficit. Biden also described an opening for 
foreign companies to sell auto insurance in China as an 
important step in overhauling the finance sector. 

But Biden repeated U.S. concern over subsidies for 
Chinese state-owned companies and the forced transfer of 
technology as a condition for U.S. companies doing business 
in China. He also described the Chinese currency as still 
"substantially undervalued" against the dollar, which the U.S. 
contends hurts its exporters. 

Xi urged the U.S. to lift restrictions on high-tech exports 
to China and create a level playing field for Chinese 
companies to invest in the United States. 
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14. Russia to Help Vietnam Produce Anti-Ship Missiles, RIA Says 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 16 FEB 12) ... Daniel Ten Kate 

Russia and Vietnam plan to begin jointly producing an 
anti-ship missile this year, RIA Novosti reported, a 
development that would mark the Southeast Asian nation’s 
latest move to boost its coastal defenses. 

The weapon will be based on Russia’s Uran subsonic 
anti- ship missile, the state-run news service cited the head of 
Russia’s Federal Service for Military-Technical Cooperation, 
Mikhail Dmitriyev, as saying. It would have a range of 250 
kilometers (155 miles) and could be fired from helicopters, 
ships and land, according to the report. 

“These anti-ship missiles are a very important capability 
for the Vietnamese to possess given the growing power of the 
Chinese navy,” said Ian Storey, senior fellow at the Institute of 
Southeast Asian Studies in Singapore. “They don’t change the 
balance of power in the region, but they are a significant 
development for Vietnam.” 

Vietnam has acquired submarines and aircraft as it 
modernizes its military to assert sovereignty in waters off its 
coast that are also claimed by China and may contain oil and 
gas reserves. Chinese vessels last year chased away survey 
ships doing work in the South China Sea for Vietnam and the 
Philippines, which is also boosting its maritime defenses. 

Vietnam’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs didn’t immediately 
respond to faxed questions about the news report. 

Lacking Capability 
The missiles Vietnam and Russia plan to produce lack the 

capabilities of the anti-ship ballistic missiles under 
development in China, Storey said. The Pentagon has 
expressed concern that China’s technology may threaten the 
dominance of U.S. naval forces in the Pacific region. 

Oil reserves in the South China Sea, which contains two 
disputed island chains, may total as much as 213 billion 
barrels, according to Chinese studies cited in 2008 by the U.S. 
Energy Information Agency. The Paracels are fully controlled 
by China, which ousted fellow claimant Vietnam from the 30 
islets and reefs in a 1974 battle in which 71 soldiers were 
killed. 

Russia has been Vietnam’s main supplier of weapons, 
accounting for more than 80 percent of its arms imports 
between 1990 and 2010, according to data compiled by the 
Stockholm International Peace Research Institute. In 2010, 
Vietnam spent $2.4 billion on defense, compared with China’s 
estimated $114 billion, Sipri statistics show. 
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15. More Women Race To Join The Navy 
(DECCAN CHRONICLE (INDIA) 15 FEB 12) ... Subin Mananthavady 

KANNUR – Breaking the gender barrier, more women 
are joining the defence forces. And, the process has got further 
impetus after Indian Naval Academy (INA), Ezhimala, opened 
its doors. 

Since 2009, when PM Manmohan Singh inaugurated the 
academy, 174 women officers have been trained in various 
disciplines. As on July 2011, 413 women officers have passed 
out from INA. 

In fact, the Navy, which began inducting women in their 
ranks in 1992, now has about 350 women among its 5,000-
plus officers. While women were initially granted commission 
for seven years, it was gradually extended to 14 years. 

The Passing Out Parade of the 13th Naval Orientation 
Course (NOC) was held at INA, Ezhimala on Dec. 3, 2011. 

Among 238 trainees who completed their course were 70 
women. 

“We recruit young girls and develop them into knowledge 
warriors, outstanding professionals, compassionate colleagues 
and, above all, responsible civilians,” vice admiral Anurag G. 
Thapliyal said. “(But) It will be difficult to accommodate them 
in the combat zone (because) it will be an embarrassing 
situation if a woman is caught as a prisoner of war.” 

As of now, women are admitted to NOC, which lasts from 
six months to a year. They are then drafted into the Indian 
Navy and the Coast Guard, Mr Thapliyal said. 

But despite all this, one grievance of women officers is 
that while the Army and the Air Force have agreed to reinstate 
woman officers and consider them for permanent commission, 
the Navy is yet to do it. 

Return to Index 
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16. New Zealand Briefing Document Highlights Upgrade Delays, Deployment Withdrawals 
(DEFENSE NEWS 15 FEB 12) ... Nick Lee-Frampton 

WELLINGTON — Withdrawal from its major 
deployments, delayed upgrade projects and the effective 
absence for more than six months of the Navy’s flagship are 
included in a brief prepared for New Zealand’s new Defence 
Minister, Jonathan Coleman. 

The Ministry of Defence document says that the first 
priority of the New Zealand Defence Force (NZDF) is 
operations, both at home and abroad. These include assisting 
other New Zealand government agencies, for example, by 
doing maritime patrol in support of the Convention for the 
Conservation of Antarctic Living Mammals. 

Such patrols are ongoing, whereas over the next three 
years there will be a steady drawdown from current operations 
in Afghanistan, Timor-Leste and the Solomon Islands. 

Some withdrawals are imminent, such as the New 
Zealand Special Air Service deployment to Afghanistan that is 
scheduled to end next month. 

The ministry brief says that upgrades of Royal New 
Zealand Air Force (RNZAF) aircraft have taken twice as long 
as expected. 

“Combined with deferral of routine maintenance for the 
aircraft awaiting upgrade, this has left the NZDF short of 
aircraft for certain tasks,” says the brief, warning that the first 
quarter of 2012 “will require careful management to ensure 
the availability of aircraft for tasks in support of multiagency 
outcomes (for example, search and rescue and maritime 
surveillance in New Zealand and the Pacific).” 

Moreover, the Navy’s only sealift ship, the 430-foot 
HMNZS Canterbury, will be taken out of service for 
scheduled maintenance from September 2012 until March 
2013, and this maintenance period will be extended for other 
remediation work. 

Defence’s second priority is described as implementing 
the 2010 Defence White Paper, notably the Cabinet-directed 
savings and redistribution target of 350 million to 400 million 
New Zealand dollars ($291 million to $332.6 million) per year 
by 2014-15. 

An accompanying chart shows that in fiscal 2011-12, 
savings of 103 million New Zealand dollars have been 
achieved against a target of 173 million New Zealand dollars. 

For fiscal 2012-13, the target is 225 million New Zealand 
dollars; savings of some 97 million New Zealand dollars have 
already been achieved. 

The brief cautions the minister that “after 2020/21, and 
assuming the policy settings of the White Paper are unaltered, 
significant capital injections will be needed to fund the 
replacement of key assets, including the C-130H Hercules and 

B757 transport aircraft, the naval combat capability and the P-
3K2 Orion maritime surveillance aircraft.” 

Key areas of focus for the next five years, the brief says, 
include introducing an amphibious task force and integrating 
units from the Navy, Army and Air Force to operate as one 
force. 

New capabilities scheduled to come into service over the 
next five years include upgraded C-130 Hercules transport 
aircraft, P-3K2 Orion patrol and surveillance aircraft, and new 
A109 and NH90 helicopters. 

The first two new NH90 helicopters were delivered last 
December, although they have not yet been formally accepted 
into service. 

The brief points out that the NZDF is “rebalancing its 
workforce and civilianizing some positions.” 

The minister is advised that civilianization “will provide 
the flexibility for military personnel to continue on to a second 
career in the NZDF, and for the NZDF to retain a 
comprehensive level of professional knowledge within the 
organization.” 

However, the brief also acknowledges that civilianization 
“has inevitably impacted on morale, leading to staff retention 
issues and associated costs and risks from lost expertise.” 

There has been an increase in attrition rates throughout 
the NZDF, not least within the Air Force, where attrition rates 
have doubled from between 6 and 7 percent to 13 percent 
within 12 months. 

Air Vice Marshal Peter Stockwell, chief of the Air Force, 
told Defense News that the attrition rate “is certainly getting 
our attention.” 

Independent defense business analyst Gordon Crane told 
Defense News that the briefing candidly admits the challenges 
involved in finding fiscal savings and simultaneously 
managing the civilianization process. 

“With fewer than 8,800 regular personnel at the end of 
2011, the NZDF has very little fat from which to trim 
uniformed staff. Moreover, the changes have severely upset 
people who may have given decades of service. More than 300 
people already have been directly affected by the 
civilianization process, and as many as 150 more this year are 
likely to be sacked or reassigned. 

‘To make deeper fiscal cuts in such circumstances is 
going to be very challenging, indeed,” he said. “For some 
years, all three services have had critically small numbers of 
crucial technicians, and someone falling ill or resigning or 
being sacked could have a disproportionate and damaging 
impact on operational outputs.” 
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17. Italy Cuts F-35 30%; Australia Commits 
(REUTERS 15 FEB 12) ... Antonella Cinelli, James Grubel and Steve Scherer 

ROME and CANBERRA - Italy will cut its order for 
Lockheed Martin’s radar-evading F-35 by more than 30% as 
part of Prime Minister Mario Monti’s battle against state 
spending, Defence Minister Giampaolo Di Paola said Feb. 15. 

Italy plans to buy 90 warplanes instead of the 131 it 
agreed to purchase a decade ago, Di Paola said in testimony to 
the joint Senate and Chamber of Deputies defence committees. 

“It’s a significant reduction that is coherent with our need 
to reduce spending,” he said. The reduction will save the 
country about a third of its original spending estimate, he said. 

This would mean a saving of around 5 billion euros on the 
original estimate of 15 billion. 

To shore up public accounts and stem contagion of the 
euro zone debt crisis, Monti imposed 33 billion euros in tax 
hikes and spending cuts at the end of last year, and on Feb. 14 
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he refused to back funding for Rome’s bid to host the 2020 
Olympic Games. 

Following U.S. President Barack Obama’s lead, Monti 
has now turned his sights on military spending. 

On Feb. 13 Obama unveiled a fiscal 2013 defense budget 
that proposes cuts in Pentagon spending for the first time since 
1998, slashing $487 billion in projected spending from his 
fiscal 2012 proposal, over the next decade. 

As part of the budget, the Pentagon postponed orders for 
179 F-35 Joint Strike Fighters (JSF) over the next five years to 
save $15.1 billion, though it says it still plans to purchase 
2,443 jets in coming decades. 

Partners 
Schedule delays in developing the JSF and talk of 

lingering technical issues have prompted the U.S.’ eight 
partners on the project -- Britain, Australia, Turkey, Canada, 
Denmark, Norway, Italy and the Netherlands -- to rethink their 
own near- and long-term plans. 

Australia’s military Feb. 15 said it would sign a contract 
for two Lockheed Martin F-35 Joint Strike Fighters in the 
third quarter this year, but it was keeping its options open on 
previous plans to buy a further 12. 

Australia has committed to buying 14 F-35s, and is 
considering up to 100 of the new generation planes for around 
A$16 billion ($17 billion), although delays and rising costs 
could prompt the military to instead buy more Boeing F/A-18 
Super Hornets to fill any gap in capability. 

“We are certainly committed to the Joint Strike Fighter. 
We are obviously going to proceed with the purchase of the 
first two,” Air Vice Marshal Kym Osley, the head of 
Australia’s air combat capability program, told a Senate 
hearing Feb. 15. 

“The next 12 after that we are looking at the options and 
we will be presenting those to the minister though this year 
about how we would like to proceed with those.” 

Osley said the final price of each F-35 would be known 
once the contract for the order was signed. He said the first 
two planes were expected to be in operation sometime in 
2014. Australia had initially planned for the first F-35s to be 
delivered in 2011. 

Meanwhile, Britain, the biggest outside contributor to F-
35 development, has said it would wait until 2015 to decide 
how many jets to buy. 

Turkey has halved its initial order for four planes, part of 
a larger order that it has not yet reduced. 

The postponements and reductions will drive up the price 
tag per aircraft, Pentagon and Lockheed officials said Feb. 14. 

Patrol Boats And Submarines 
The F-35 is not the only defense cut Italy is planning. The 

183,000 military and 30,000 civilian personnel, which 
currently account for 70% of the nation’s military spending, 
will progressively be cut by 20%, Di Paola said. Italy will 
close or sell 30% of logistical bases and regional headquarters 
over about five years, and the navy will reduce patrol boats to 
10 from 18, and submarines to four from six, Di Paola said. 
He gave no overall savings estimate. 

Italy’s state-owned defense company, Finmeccanica, is 
one of the subcontractors on the project. Finmeccanica’s 
Alenia unit will assemble the planes purchased by Italy, the 
Netherlands and Norway. 

On Feb. 14 Di Paola said the country remained committed 
to F-35s both because they will replace Italy’s increasingly 
obsolete fighter force, and because of its industrial 
importance. 

“More than 20 companies have won contracts and there 
are about 10,000 potential jobs” linked to Italy’s portion of the 
aircraft’s production, he said. 
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18. Decision On Fighter Purchase May Come Soon: Brazil 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 15 FEB 12) 

BRASILIA — Defense Minister Celso Amorim said 
Wednesday that Brazil may make a decision on awarding a 
multibillion-dollar contract for 36 fighter jets in the first half 
of this year. 

The Rafale, built by French company Dassault, is 
competing against U.S. aviation giant Boeing’s F/A-18E/F 
Super Hornet and Swedish manufacturer Saab’s Gripen for a 
contract valued at between $4 billion and $7 billion. 

“The decision may be made in the first half of this year,” 
Amorim told reporters after a seminar on defense policy. 

Last year, Brasilia delayed a decision on the purchase 
following a major budget cut. 

“I think the fighter jets are needed, Brazil needs them for 
its defense,” the minister said. “The president [Dilma 
Rousseff] is fully aware of this. Now the exact time requires a 
conjunction of factors ... It is up to the president to decide.” 

A Brazilian government source told Agence France-
Presse that a decision is unlikely before the outcome of the 
French presidential elections in May. 

The source also recalled that Rousseff was due to travel to 
the United States April 9-11 for talks with President Barack 
Obama. 

Amorim said his recent trip to India, which last month 
selected the Rafale over a rival from the Eurofighter 
consortium, should not be seen as confirmation that Brasilia is 
leaning toward the French fighter jet. 

“It is very important that Brazil exchanges information, 
but it does mean that the decision will be the same” as that 
taken by India, he said. 

New Delhi last month selected the Rafale over the rival 
Eurofighter Typhoon, giving Dassault the right to enter 
exclusive negotiations with India for 126 fighter jets estimated 
to be worth $12 billion. 

In December, French Prime Minister Francois Fillon said 
during a visit to Brazil he was confident of selling Rafales to 
the South American nation because the aircraft’s technology 
cannot be matched. 

The multirole jet is designed to take on air-to-air combat, 
reconnaissance flights and nuclear bombing missions. It uses 
composite materials to give it a small radar profile, and a 
combat awareness system that allows the jet to engage 
multiple targets at up to 200 kilometers (120 miles) away. 
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The Rafale was flown in the recent war in Libya, but it 
has repeatedly lost out in fighter contests in several countries, 

including Singapore, South Korea and Morocco. 
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PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
19. SecDef Review Pauses Tuition Assistance Changes 
(NAVY TIMES 15 FEB 12) ... Cid Standifer 

The future of tuition assistance for active-duty service 
members is in limbo as Defense Secretary Leon Panetta works 
on a wide-ranging review of military benefits. 

Officials say Panetta has been so tight-lipped about the 
review that they can’t even guess at a completion date. 

Robert Gordon III, deputy undersecretary of defense for 
military community and family policy, said at an education 
conference Tuesday that any changes to tuition assistance are 
frozen until that review wraps up. 

“As we look at everything from health care to education, 
some of those have been bundled up in a review, and our 
secretary of defense is looking at those right now,” Gordon 
said. 

Carolyn Baker, chief of the Defense Department’s 
continuing education programs, said Panetta has leaked little 
information about the review, even to other people inside the 
department. 

Tuition assistance spun into turmoil last fall when the 
Marine Corps announced Oct. 17 that it was slashing its 
maximum annual benefits from $4,500 to $875. Nine days 
later, the Corps rolled back those change on orders from DoD, 
but Corps officials warned they expected to run out of money 
for the program before the end of the fiscal year. 

Baker said so far all the services have found the money to 
fund their TA programs, and she hopes they can continue 
through the rest of the fiscal year. Policy dictates that every 
service member who qualifies for TA will receive it, she 
noted. 

Asked about the consequences if the Marine Corps’ TA 
program runs out of money, Gordon said, “I don’t expect that 
to happen.” 

The future of TA is also bound up in a dispute over a 
memorandum of understanding that DoD wanted all colleges 
to sign by Jan. 1, 2012. 

The new rules called for schools to be flexible about 
transferring credits from other schools, granting academic 
credit for military training, and limiting full-time residency 
requirements to accommodate troops who frequently move. 

After an outcry from some high-profile colleges and 
politicians, DoD delayed the signing deadline until the end of 
March. 

Baker said that many of the schools’ concerns have been 
answered by rewriting the MOU to make it clear, for example, 
that colleges aren’t required to accept military training and 
education for college credit, but are simply required to review 
that training and consider it for credit. 

But she said some colleges are against even examining a 
service member’s military transcript. And the clarifications do 
not answer concerns from veterans groups and the Senate 
Health, Education, Labor and Pensions Committee about 
aggressive school recruiting practices and loan default rates by 
some for-profit schools. 

Baker said she can’t speculate about what will be 
included in the final MOU. 

“It’s really all tied up with me working with the [Senate] 
committee,” she said. “We don’t know what the outcome’s 
going to be.” 
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20. Veterans In Crisis Can Now Text For Help 
(NAVY TIMES 15 FEB 12) ... Patricia Kime 

Veterans and service members contemplating suicide can 
now text for help through the Veterans Crisis Line, formerly 
the national Veterans Suicide Prevention Hotline. 

The Veterans Affairs Department announced Wednesday 
that confidential text-messaging is available 24 hours a day by 
texting 83-8255. 

Trained professionals will provide free mental health 
support, referrals and advice for military members, former 
service members and their families via texts. 

The new number is one of several initiatives rolled out 
this month by VA to address suicide in the veteran population. 
VA also introduced toll-free access to its crisis line from 
Europe, according to a VA release. 

The number is 0800-1273-8255, or 118 from a Defense 
Switched Network line. 

During a November forum in Washington on the problem 
of military suicides, VA’s National Mental Health Director 
Jan Kemp said VA needed to develop programs for post-9/11 
veterans that meet their needs, which include their preferences 
for seeking help on the Internet or through their smart phones. 

The text-message service is a step in that direction, Kemp 
said. 

“We are working to meet their needs by communicating 
through multiple channels — over the phone, through online 
chat and now via text, which provides quick, easy access to 
support,” Kemp said Feb. 15. 

VA estimates it has received a half-million calls on its 
Veterans Crisis Line since it was introduced in 2007, engaging 
in 31,000 conversations and saving 18,000 veterans from 
harming themselves. 
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21. Child Care Subsidies Vary By Your Uniform 
Services’ Subsidies for Off Base Care Use Multiple Formulas 
(NAVY TIMES 20 FEB 12) ... Karen Jowers 

Out of pocket child care costs for military families outside 
installations vary widely among the services, according to a 
recent report from congressional auditors. 

Navy and Air Force families not only have the highest 
average child care fees, but they pay considerably more for off 
base care than for on base care. 

Army and Marine families, in contrast, generally pay less 
overall for child care — and their average costs are actually 
lower for off base care than in military child development 
centers. 

The differences are driven by divergent philosophies 
among the services in how they subsidize those costs, 
according to a Feb. 3 Government Accountability Office 
report. 

Subsidies are offered to families who do not have access 
to a military child care center. Families pay the balance out of 
pocket. 

The Air Force and Navy pay subsidies of up to $225 per 
month per child, based on location; the Marine Corps gives all 
eligible families $250 per month per child. 

The Army has no cap, although it does place limits, on a 
case by case basis, on families using private providers who 
charge rates above what the Army considers reasonable for 
high quality care in the local market. 

GAO looked at subsidies at a variety of child care centers 
and private day care providers, said Janet Mascia, an assistant 
director at GAO. The biggest factor in determining costs is the 
local market, Mascia said. 

The report said there is nothing in the works to equalize 
off base costs across services, and Robert Gordon, deputy 
assistant secretary of defense for military community and 
family policy, echoed that sentiment. 

The services “demonstrate a philosophical difference in 
choosing to cap the fee assistance versus choosing to provide 
greater fee assistance to families in high cost areas,” he wrote 
in a response to the report, which looked at a random sample 
of 338 families using off base child care in the 2009-10 school 
year. 

Gordon also urged caution in drawing conclusions based 
on a random sample of 338 families, given that the system 
serves about 200,000 children, 25,000 of them in subsidized 
off installation care. 

Auditors also found wide disparities in the average cost of 
on base care among and even within the services. 

Because a few installations in high cost areas had been 
allowed to charge fees outside the Defense Department’s 
approved fee ranges for on base care, costs varied by $200 or 
more for families with similar incomes in school year 2009-
10, GAO reported. 

Like the off base costs, those variances stem from 
differences in how the services price on base programs. 

But services no longer have quite as much sway in setting 
child care fees. 

Defense officials have begun replacing the traditional fee 
ranges with single, standard fees, based on income level, for 
all installations. That has already narrowed the differences 
paid from base to base; in the 2010-11 school year, the 
disparity in monthly on base fees narrowed to less than $140. 

The GAO report was requested by Sen. Bernie Sanders, I 
Vt. The report, which makes no recommendations, was 
delivered to Sen. Carl Levin, D Mich., and Rep. Buck 
McKeon, R Calif., leaders of the Senate and House Armed 
Services committees. 
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22. Elon Alumnus Nominated To Head U.S. Fleet Forces Command 
(ELON UNIVERSITY PENDULUM 15 FEB 12) ... Melissa Kansky 

President Barack Obama recently nominated Vice Adm. 
Bill Gortney, Class of 1977, to head the United States Fleet 
Forces Command, which organizes, mans, trains, maintains 
and equips Navy forces and develops and submits budgets. 

Gortney graduated from Elon University with a Bachelors 
of Arts in history and political science. 

Although Gortney initially intended to pursue a career in 
law upon graduation, he has served the nation since first 
entering the Navy in 1977. His father’s experience as a Navy 
officer and Naval aviator motivated Gortney to enter the 
service, he said. 

“I had no intention of making it a career,” he said. “It was 
just something I wanted to do until I figured out what I wanted 
to do with my life. I’m still determining that.” 

Currently, Gortney is waiting for the Senate to confirm 
the president’s nomination. 

The Senate Armed Service Committee reviews the 
package and nomination. Sometimes, applicants have to testify 
to the committee.Once the Senate Armed Service Committee 
approves the nomination, the vote goes to the Senate floor. 

According to Gortney, there is no definite timeline and 
the approval process can take anywhere from three days to 
three to four months. 

“If the Senate confirms me, I will be lucky enough to 
serve in uniform for a few more years,” Gortney said. 

The position of U.S. Fleet Forces Command commander 
would require Gortney to prepare the naval forces that deploy 
and help execute the nation’s mission. 

Gortney said his previous experience working overseas in 
the joint world prepares him for the challenges associated with 
the anticipated position. 

Nevertheless, he said he predicts the current defense 
budget will pose a challenge leading U.S. Fleet Forces 
Command. 

“There is a huge reduction in the Department of Defense 
budget, so it will be a challenge to make sure that we send our 
Sailors on ship and on the missions that the Navy does 
overseas, and that I will be able to man, train and equip them 
to the highest standards and do it within budget,” Gortney 
said. “That will be the challenge.” 
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Despite the expected obstacle, he cannot prepare to 
address the obstacles until the Senate confirms the nomination. 

“We can never presuppose confirmation of the 
Senate,”hesaid. “I hope to go down there and take command, 
but nothing is certain until the Senate confirms this and then I 
have a change command and assume command.” 

The U.S. Fleet Forces Command supports both the Chief 
of Naval Operations and Combatant Commanders. 

Gortney currently serves as director of joint staff and has 
a long history with the Navy. 

“Chief of Naval Operations think I have what it takes to 
do the job,” he said. “The secretary of defense and the 
president agree, so let’s hope the Senate will as well. Let’s 
hope my past performance gives them the confidence that I 
will do a good job.” 

He has received numerous medals, including the Navy 
Distinguished Service Medal, the Bronze Star and three 
Meritorious Service medals, among other awards. 

Gortney delivered the 121st commencement address to 
the Elon graduating Class of 2011. 
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FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
23. Navy To Build 5 New Ships, Including The USS Sioux City 
The fast vessels can be used in a range of combat operations. 
(DES MOINES (IA) REGISTER 16 FEB 12) ... William Petroski 

Secretary of the Navy Ray Mabus announced plans 
Wednesday for five new ships, including the USS Sioux City 
and the USS Omaha. 

Both of the Midwest-named vessels will be littoral 
combat ships, which Mabus described as fast and agile, and 
with the ability to operate with a smaller crew while 
performing operations in shallow and deep waters. 

They can be used for anti-submarine and anti-surface 
warfare, to replace minesweepers, and for special operations, 
homeland defense and other missions, officials said. 

“I chose the name for our two new littoral combat ships 
after Midwestern cities from America’s heartland, to honor the 
patriotic, hard-working citizens of Sioux City, Iowa, and 
Omaha, Nebraska, for their support of and contributions to the 
military,” Mabus said in a prepared statement. 

The Sioux City and the Omaha will be outfitted with 
reconfigurable payloads, called mission packages, that can be 
changed out quickly as combat needs demand, Navy officials 
said. 

U.S. Sen. Chuck Grassley, R-Ia., said, “This is a 
wonderful tribute to the people of Sioux City and the historical 
commitment of all those in Siouxland to the defense and 
security of the United States.” 

U.S. Rep. Dave Loebsack, an Iowa Democrat, said, “The 
naming of the littoral combat ship after Sioux City honors 
Iowans’ legacy of service to our nation and the hard-working 
men and women of our great state who have always been 
strong supporters of those serving in the military.” 

Several Iowa cities have been named for Iowa ships in the 
past, including the USS Des Moines, the USS Dubuque and 
the USS Davenport. 

All have been decommissioned. 
Two U.S. Navy ships have been named USS The 

Sullivans, in recognition of the five brothers from Waterloo 
who died when their ship was sunk by Japanese forces during 
World War II. 

The most recent USS The Sullivans is an Arleigh Burke-
class destroyer that remains in active Navy service. 
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24. Ships' Names Honor Cities For Support 
(OMAHA WORLD-HERALD 16 FEB 12) ... Joseph Morton 

WASHINGTON — From al-Qaida terrorists to Somali 
pirates, America's enemies may come to tremble with fear at 
the mere mention of Omaha and Sioux City. 

The two Midwestern cities, situated far from the ocean 
tides, will see their names adorn two of the U.S. Navy's 
newest, fastest warships — vessels designed to be particularly 
agile and deadly in a new era of asymmetrical combat. 

U.S. Secretary of the Navy Ray Mabus announced the 
names Wednesday for the littoral combat ships: the USS 
Omaha and the USS Sioux City. Construction will begin next 
year, with the ships scheduled to be delivered to the Navy in 
2016. 

Mabus told The World-Herald that he chose the two cities 
in order to honor their past and ongoing support of the 
military. 

“The values that they bring, the patriotism that they have 
shown, is really special,” he said in an interview. 

The new littoral combat ships reflect a new strategy for 
the nation's military that is focused on a force with a smaller 

footprint, but one that can respond with lethal speed to a wide 
range of threats. 

Mabus said the ships will be in the fleet for the next 30 to 
40 years. They are designed so different weapons and 
equipment packages can be subbed in and out, allowing the 
ships to be quickly switched from one mission to another. 

They are capable of crossing oceans but also can 
approach much closer to shore than the traditional ships they 
replace. 

Over the decades, ships with Iowa and Nebraska names 
have enjoyed strong community support and forged close ties 
with the people in those states, he said. Examples include the 
USS Iowa battleship and the USS Nebraska submarine. 

This will be the fourth ship named after Omaha. 
“It's a really good history,” Mabus said. 
For sailors serving thousands of miles from home, letters 

and care packages from their ships' namesake communities 
mean the world, Mabus said. Sailors wear the name of the ship 
on their uniform and come to identify with those areas. 
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Members of the Nebraska and Iowa congressional 
delegations welcomed the news as a tribute to their 
communities. “What a great testament to the community of 
Omaha and the character of its people,” said Sen. Mike 
Johanns, R-Neb. “This is an honor for Iowa and for the 
hardworking men and women of Sioux City,” said Sen. Tom 
Harkin, D-Iowa. Mabus noted that Navy ships and their crews 
are often the only exposure that those in far-flung corners of 

the world ever have to America and its people. He also noted 
that people living overseas often have heard of only a couple 
of the largest cities in America. “I do think it's important, as 
somebody who grew up in a little town in Mississippi, to get 
the story of different parts of America and different traditions 
of America and how important it is to the tapestry of this 
country that we have cities like Omaha and Sioux City,” 
Mabus said. 
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25. As Wars Wind Down, What Are U.S. Security Needs? 
(NPR 15 FEB 12) ... Alan Greenblatt 

U.S. troops have already left Iraq, the war in Afghanistan 
is winding down, and there hasn't been a major terrorist attack 
on U.S. soil since 2001. 

So is America now safe enough to scale back its emphasis 
on security? Or are the potential threats no less dangerous — 
just less obvious? 

These questions are not just philosophical, but practical. 
They're also the underpinning of the current argument about 
what the level of defense spending should be. 

Cuts, But How Big? 
President Obama's new budget proposal, released 

Monday, depends on reductions in military spending for a lot 
of its projected deficit savings. 

After a decade of sharp increases, the Pentagon budget 
would be cut by about 6 percent next year, compared to this 
year's spending levels. Defense Secretary Leon Panetta has 
said the Pentagon can absorb the current cuts and can meet the 
nation's strategic security needs with fewer troops. 

Testifying before the Senate Armed Services Committee 
on Tuesday, Panetta restated the Obama administration's 
position that it will focus more on Asia and the Middle East in 
the coming years. 

But Panetta, the military brass and many Republicans are 
concerned that even larger cuts could be on the way and those 
could substantially weaken the military. 

"It asks the men and women in uniform who have given 
so much already to give that much more, so that the president 
might fund programs the American people don't want and 
can't afford," Howard "Buck" McKeon, the California 
Republican who chairs the House Armed Services Committee, 
said in response to Obama's budget. 

Underlying this political debate, however, is a deeper 
question. The U.S. has overwhelming military superiority and 
there is no immediate threat from abroad, so how vigilant and 
well-armed should the U.S. be to preserve national security? 

In a forthcoming article in Foreign Affairs, Micah Zenko 
and Michael A. Cohen argue that threats to the U.S. are 
routinely overstated. 

Wars are less frequent — and far less deadly — than they 
were even a few decades ago. The U.S. has built up a military 
apparatus that dwarfs any potential rivals — spending nine 
times as much as China on defense, for instance. 

Even terrorist attacks pose little threat to most Americans, 
Zenko and Cohen argue. They are fellows, respectively, at the 
Council on Foreign Relations and the Century Foundation. 

They note that in 2010, 13,186 people were killed in 
terrorist attacks worldwide, but only 15 of them were 
Americans. In other words, Americans face greater risk from 
drowning in a bathtub. 

"The world that the United States inhabits today is a 
remarkably safe and secure place," Zenko and Cohen write. "It 
is a world with fewer violent conflicts and greater political 
freedom than at virtually any other point in human history." 

Risky Assumptions 
Nonetheless, many Americans, including many defense 

policymakers, continue to feel that the world is a threatening 
place. 

To cite one example, the potential for Iran to build 
nuclear weapons and threaten its neighbors — notably Israel 
— has been the dominant foreign policy concern in recent 
weeks. 

And the argument that the U.S. can feel safe and secure 
because its wars are winding down and there are no immediate 
existential threats is based on several "fallacies," says Peter 
Feaver, a political scientist at Duke University who worked on 
national security issues during the George W. Bush 
administration. 

The first, he says, is that the future will not be as 
dangerous as the present. The next is that, because the U.S. 
has achieved clear military dominance, it can rest on its laurels 
and reduce its military strength. 

Feaver dismisses the argument that it's a waste of money 
to chase after al-Qaida just because it hasn't been able to 
launch another attack of the scope of Sept. 11, 2001. 

"Their failure to launch is partially a measure of the 
success of those [counterterrorism] efforts, rather than, as 
some observers erroneously argue, a sign that they weren't 
needed," he says. 

It's like arguing because someone never got mumps, he 
never needed a mumps vaccine. 

Preparing For Future Threats 
Feaver says the third fallacy is the idea that certain 

conflicts or parts of the world have no bearing on U.S. security 
interests and can safely be ignored. 

The dangers of such an attitude, he says, have been amply 
demonstrated by American inattention to Afghanistan in the 
1990s, which allowed al-Qaida to create its safe haven there. 

There's no telling what threats may loom larger in the 
future, says Nora Bensahel, a defense analyst at the Center for 
a New American Security. "That's kind of how history goes," 
she says. "Things come up and surprise you." 

Consider China. It may pose no military threat to the U.S. 
now, but its ambitions even within its region may eventually 
conflict with American interests. 

Protecting against such an eventuality will require 
advanced sea- and aircraft of a sort that take years to develop 
and build up, Bensahel says. You can't just start from scratch 
once the danger is clear and present. 
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"What happens if we don't invest now in the airplanes and 
ships that we need?" she asks. "We may wake up 15 years 
from now and find that China controls traffic in the South 
China Sea, for example, where the U.S. has enormous 
economic interests." 

It's impossible to plan for every scenario. There's no 
amount of military spending that would keep the nation 
completely safe. 

"We could spend the entire federal budget on the military 
and we wouldn't be able to eliminate every risk to U.S. 
national security," Bensahel says. 

That leaves open the question of how much risk 
policymakers are willing to tolerate. That's inevitably a 
political question, Feaver says, and one that never gets fully 
resolved. 

After the Cold War, Washington was too complacent 
about U.S. security, he says. After Sept. 11, many politicians 
exaggerated the threat that terrorism posed, he adds. 

"The al-Qaida threat was and to a certain extent is very, 
very serious, but it was not the Soviet Union with tens of 
thousands of nuclear-tipped missiles on hair-trigger alert," 
Feaver says. "So it's a categorically different threat." 

Preserving Power 
Even Obama's budget, despite its significant cuts, 

assumes U.S. troop levels will remain higher than they were 
before 2001. Figuring out just how much military force and 
spending is enough is going to remain a primary argument in 
Washington. 

It's "preposterous" to worry that the U.S. can't afford to 
cut defense spending because of threats that might arise years 
down the road, says Jack Snyder, an international relations 
professor at Columbia University. 

On the other hand, Snyder says, a good deal of the 
security the U.S. enjoys today is the byproduct of its military 
resolve. 

U.S. strategy hasn't always been flawless, he says, but the 
country has made it clear it won't tolerate aggression across 
internationally recognized borders — and has had the 
wherewithal to back that policy up. 

"War is less likely and the U.S. is certainly more secure 
now than it has been in a long, long time," Snyder says. "But 
some of the reasons for the decline of war have to do with the 
power of the United States and the other liberal advanced 
democracies." 
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26. Navy, Marine Corps Publish 'Naval Aviation Vision, January 2012' 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 15 FEB 12) ... Naval Aviation Enterprise Public Affairs 

PATUXENT RIVER, Md. -- The Naval Aviation 
Enterprise announced Feb. 15 the latest Naval Aviation Vision 
book is now available. 

U.S. Navy and Marine Corps aviation leaders published 
the latest edition of the biennial aviation overview, "Naval 
Aviation Vision, January 2012," presenting a reflection of 
where naval aviation is today and how it will evolve to meet 
shifting international responsibilities and national imperatives. 

The vision expressed in the book represents the 
collaborative views of the commander, Naval Air Forces, the 
deputy commandant for Aviation, the commander, Naval Air 
Systems Command, the director, Air Warfare Division and the 
director, Program Integration for Information Dominance. 

"Naval Aviation Vision, January 2012" consists of three 
main sections entitled "Naval Aviation Today," "Naval 
Aviation Tomorrow," and "Making Our Vision Real." The 
"Naval Aviation Today" section provides examples of Naval 
Aviation in action, conducting the full spectrum of operations 
from combat power to humanitarian assistance. The "Naval 
Aviation Tomorrow" portion of the book describes various 
transformation roadmaps that represent naval aviation's 
recapitalization and modernization plans for aviation-centric 

ships, manned and unmanned aircraft, systems, and weapons. 
The "Making Our Vision Real" section includes discussions of 
the Air-Sea Battle concept, along with science and technology 
strategies for both the Navy and Marine Corps that highlight 
the transition from concepts to capabilities-based systems and 
weaponry employed by Sailors and Marines. 

The vision book also presents information on the Naval 
Aviation Enterprise partnership and its contributions toward 
readiness. The Naval Aviation Enterprise is a partnership to 
advance and sustain naval aviation warfighting capabilities at 
an affordable cost today and in the future. 

It is comprised of more than 190,000 Sailors, Marines, 
civilians and contractors that work together in support of naval 
aviation. Enterprise efforts provide processes and forums for 
various naval aviation stakeholders to collaborate, break down 
barriers, spearhead cost-effective initiatives, and provide 
leadership with critical data to make superior decisions. 

For more information about the Naval Aviation 
Enterprise, visit http://www.cnaf.navy.mil/nae/. 

To view "Naval Aviation Vision, January 2012," visit 
http://www.public.navy.mil/airfor/nae/Vision%20Book/Naval
_Aviation_Vision.pdf. 
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27. McKeon Calls Obama Defense Cuts a ‘Strategy Founded On Hope’ 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 15 FEB 12) ... David Lerman 

President Barack Obama’s defense budget would cut the 
military too deeply and leave the U.S. with a “strategy 
founded on hope,” the Republican chairman of the House 
Armed Services Committee said. 

“Although this strategy is framed as making the military 
more nimble and flexible, it is not clear how slashing the 
armed forces by over 100,000 during a time of war, shedding 
force structure, and postponing modernization makes that so,” 
Representative Howard “Buck” McKeon of California told 

Defense Secretary Leon Panetta at a hearing of the panel 
today. 

Obama’s $525.4 billion defense request for fiscal 2013 
would be $5 billion less than Congress enacted for the current 
fiscal year and $46 billion less than previously planned. The 
Republican criticism opened an election-year fight over what 
the Pentagon has called a new strategy built on a leaner, more 
agile military. 
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“One does not mask insufficient resources with a strategy 
founded on hope,” McKeon said. 

Panetta said cuts in troop strength and weapons programs 
were required as part of a deficit-reduction law passed by 
Congress last year. 

‘Handed A Number’ 
“We were handed a number for defense reductions,” 

Panetta said. “We stepped up to the plate. But you can’t 
balance the budget on the backs of defense, either.” 

He said he would do “everything possible” working with 
Congress to avoid further, automatic cuts of $500 billion over 
10 years that the budget law would require unless alternative 
savings are found. 

Republicans portrayed the Obama administration as 
cutting the military to fund domestic programs. 

“We want to reduce the deficit,” said Representative J. 
Randy Forbes, a Virginia Republican. “We just don’t want to 
do it on the backs of our men and women who are fighting for 
this country every day.” 

Representative Adam Smith of Washington, the panel’s 
top Democrat, said defense spending has doubled over the past 
10 years. Even with the proposed cuts, the defense budget will 
continue to increase each year, though at a slower pace than 
previously planned, he said. 

Citing events such as the killing of Osama bin Laden by 
U.S. commandos, Smith said in a written statement, “The 
budget lays out a strategy that will enable the United States to 
build on those successes and confront the threats of today as 
well as in the future.” 

Base Closings Opposed 
Panetta’s call for two new rounds of military base 

closings in 2013 and 2015 produced the most complaints from 
lawmakers in today’s hearing and yesterday’s before the 
Senate Armed Services Committee. 

“There’s obviously no wild enthusiasm in the Congress 
for additional BRAC rounds,” said Representative Roscoe 
Bartlett, a Maryland Republican, referring to the Base 
Realignment and Closure process, which was last conducted in 
2005. 

Panetta said the closings would save money in the long 
term as the size of the military gets smaller. The budget would 
trim the force by 123,900 troops by 2017. 

The defense secretary said he is considering closing 23 
military bases in Europe as part of plans to cut troop levels 
there. The U.S. has closed about 100 bases in Europe in the 
past six or seven years, he said. 

Lockheed, General Dynamics 
In response to other questions on the Pentagon budget: 

 Panetta reaffirmed support for all three versions of 
Lockheed Martin Corp. (LMT)’s F-35 Joint Strike 
Fighter, the Pentagon’s most expensive weapons 
program. Panetta lifted probation last month of the 
Marine’s version. 

“We’re talking about spectacular technology that would 
be part of this plane,” Panetta said. “Countries are all lined up 
waiting for this plane because they know how good it’s going 
to be.” 

 Panetta said he was “prepared to look at” funding an 
additional Virginia-class attack submarine in fiscal 
2014 if savings could be found elsewhere in the 
defense budget. 

The new budget plan calls for buying only one submarine 
in 2014. The budget calls for buying two submarines in 2013 
for $3.2 billion. The subs are built jointly by General 
Dynamics Corp. (GD)’s Electric Boat shipyard in Groton, 
Connecticut and Huntington Ingalls Industries Inc. of Newport 
News, Virginia. 

Northrop Grumman 

 General Martin Dempsey, chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, defended the Pentagon’s decision to 
cancel the Block 30 version of Northrop Grumman 
Corp. (NOC)’s Global Hawk unmanned aircraft. He 
has said U-2 spy planes are more cost-effective. 

“The Block 30 Global Hawk has fundamentally priced 
itself out of our ability to afford it,” Dempsey told the House 
panel. 

 Panetta said the transition to Afghan-led security in 
Afghanistan is on track to be completed by 2014 as 
planned. 

“So far it is working,” he told the committee. “The 
Afghan authority is doing a great job.” 

Panetta set another marker this month, saying the U.S. 
would end its primary combat role and shift mostly to advising 
Afghan forces by the end of 2013. 

“I was a bit shocked with your comments,” 
Representative K. Michael Conaway, a Texas Republican. 

Panetta said his comments about 2013 “were perfectly in 
line with commitments under Lisbon,” referring to the 2010 
NATO summit that called for a transition to Afghan-led 
security by 2014. 

Referring to U.S. allies, Panetta said, “We’re in together 
and out together in 2014.” 

Return to Index 
 

28. Wittman, Blumenthal Pressing For A Second Virginia-Class Sub 
(NEW LONDON DAY 15 FEB 12) ... Jennifer McDermott 

GROTON - After touring Electric Boat Tuesday, Virginia 
Congressman Rob Wittman said he would try to marshal 
support to restore funding for a second Virginia-class 
submarine in 2014. 

"I'm confident we can make a very compelling argument 
to do that," said Wittman, a Republican member of the House 
Armed Services Committee. "There are a lot of other moving 
parts but I think we can make the type of argument that will 
sway people as these decisions are being made." 

As part of budget-cutting initiatives, the Defense 
Department on Monday proposed that EB and Newport News 
Shipbuilding in Virginia would still jointly build two Virginia-
class submarines next year but only one in 2014. The plans 
call for two submarines in 2018 instead of one, keeping the 
total number ordered by the Navy the same. 

Sen. Richard Blumenthal, D-Conn., questioned Defense 
Secretary Leon Panetta Tuesday at a Senate Armed Services 



 25

Committee hearing about the rationale for the schedule 
change. 

"He said this decision is all about reducing the budget by 
half a trillion dollars and if anybody comes forward with a 
better idea, he's more than willing to work with them," 
Blumenthal said. "I said to him in turn that I wanted to talk to 
him further to press the case for two submarines a year and he 
assented. He'd be happy to talk to me about it. 

"We have his attention. He's willing to hear us. We have 
an uphill battle but it's well worth fighting." 

Wittman said the schedule change may save money now 
but it would drive up costs over the life of the program. The 
shipbuilders can buy parts in bulk at a cheaper price for two 
submarines annually. 

Brushing aside congressional opposition, Panetta and the 
nation's top military leader insisted on Tuesday that President 
Barack Obama's trimmer, $614 billion defense budget will 
ensure the U.S. advantage worldwide with acceptable risks to 
the force and missions. 

Panetta and Army Gen. Martin Dempsey, the chairman of 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff, defended the blueprint that would 
slash the size of the Army and Marine Corps, cut back on 
shipbuilding and delay the purchase of some fighter jets and 
weapons systems. Overall, the budget for 2013 would provide 
$525.4 billion in base spending and another $88.5 billion for 
the wars in Afghanistan and Iraq. 

The total is nearly $32 billion less than this year's budget, 
a reflection of the drawdown in the two conflicts, a decade 
since the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks and the clamor to reduce the 
nation's deficit. 

Dempsey acknowledged the inherent risks of a smaller 
budget, but told the Senate Armed Services Committee, "we're 
very confident, because we've worked this collaboratively, that 
we can mitigate risks by adapting lessons from the last 10 
years of war, new emerging capabilities." 

In the first of three days of congressional testimony for 
the Pentagon leaders, Panetta said the leadership of the 
Defense Department - military and civilian - was unified 
behind a revised strategy to shift the focus from the long wars 
to future challenges in Asia, the Mideast and cyberspace and 
the proposed budget for the fiscal year beginning Oct. 1. 

The show of unity from the political appointee and the 
senior officer was meant to deflect criticism from some in 
Congress, especially Republicans, that a Democratic 
commander in chief was hollowing out the force. 

Still, Republicans and Democrats on the panel challenged 
the administration's call for another round of domestic base 
closures and raised parochial concerns about the fate of labs, 
ships and submarines that mean thousands of jobs back home. 

Wittman and U.S. Rep. Joe Courtney, D-2nd District, are 
the chairmen of the Congressional Shipbuilding Caucus. 
Courtney accompanied Wittman on the EB tour. 
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29. GOP Pushes Back Against Further Cuts In Nukes 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 15 FEB 12) ... Donna Cassata and Robert Burns 

WASHINGTON — Congressional Republicans on 
Wednesday vowed to block the Obama administration from 
sharply cutting the U.S. nuclear force, calling potential 
reductions of as much as 80 percent in the number of deployed 
weapons “reckless lunacy.” 

Pointing to the growing number of trouble spots, from 
Iran to Syria to Egypt, members of the House Armed Services 
Committee said any significant cuts would undermine the U.S. 
ability to deter aggression. The Associated Press reported on 
Tuesday that the administration is weighing several options 
for new reductions from the current treaty limit of 1,550 
deployed strategic warheads. 

Defense Secretary Leon Panetta and Army Gen. Martin 
Dempsey, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, told the 
committee that no decision has been made and maintaining the 
current level is one of the options. But that did little to assuage 
GOP lawmakers. 

“I just want to go on record as saying that there are many 
of us that are going to do everything we possibly can to make 
sure that this preposterous notion does not gain any real 
traction,” said Rep. Trent Franks, R-Ariz. 

The most modest option under discussion would return 
the United States to a level not seen in more than half a 
century, when the Soviet Union and the U.S. pushed ahead in 
a Cold War nuclear arms race. The administration is weighing 
at least three options for lower total numbers, cutting to 
around 1,000 to 1,100, 700 to 800, or 300 to 400. 

Although Dempsey said maintaining the status quo is one 
option, further cuts are consistent with President Barack 
Obama’s 2009 promise to pursue the elimination of nuclear 
weapons and the 2010 Nuclear Posture Review, which called 

for an “implementation study” by the Defense Department to 
review the nation’s nuclear deterrence requirements with an 
eye toward further reductions in the size of the arsenal. 

Last March, National Security Adviser Tom Donilon said 
the administration was making preparations for the next round 
of nuclear reductions. 

Rep. Mac Thornberry, R-Texas, complained that such a 
step would encourage other nations to advance their nuclear 
programs. Fearing Iran’s nuclear ambitions, the United States 
and the international community have imposed tough 
sanctions on Tehran. 

“If they see that we are going to come down from 1,500 
to some number in the low to middle hundreds, it does nothing 
but encourage our enemies and discourage our friends,” 
Thornberry said. “And the result of that is more nuclear 
weapons programs all across the world, which would seem to 
me to be something that we would not want to have happen.” 

Panetta said a number of options are being discussed but 
provided no specifics. He insisted any decision would be part 
of a treaty that would have to be ratified by the Senate. 

“As you know, reductions that have been made, at least in 
this administration, have only been made as part of the 
START process and not outside of that process. And I would 
expect that that would be the same in the future,” Panetta said. 

Rep. Michael Turner, R-Ohio, raised serious concerns 
about cuts of 80 percent. Franks called that “reckless lunacy.” 
In a statement, Sen. Jim Inhofe, R-Okla., accused Obama of 
“catering to his liberal base that believes that if we unilaterally 
disarm, the rest of the world will follow suit and threats to our 
national security will just go away.” 
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Rose Gottemoeller, the State Department’s top arms 
control official, told reporters Wednesday that although the 
administration is not yet ready to begin a new round of nuclear 
arms reduction negotiations with Russia, officials on both 
sides already are holding “serious discussions” on issues that 
should be settled before negotiations begin. 

She said such discussions have begun, for example, on 
reaching a common understanding of which sets of U.S. and 
Russian nuclear weapons should be included in the “strategic” 
category and which are “non-strategic.” The difference is 
important because until now, U.S.-Russian nuclear arms 
negotiations have dealt only with strategic weapons, which 
traditionally are defined as those capable of reaching either the 
U.S. or Russian homeland. The Russians argue that U.S. 
nuclear weapons based in Europe should be included in the 
“strategic” category; the U.S. disagrees. 

Panetta and Dempsey were pressed on the issue during 
their second day of congressional testimony on Obama’s 
defense budget for 2013. Democrats and Republicans are 
resisting proposed cuts in the size of the Army and Marine 
Corps, cutbacks on shipbuilding, delays in the purchase of 

some fighter jets and weapons systems and another round of 
domestic base closings. 

Overall, the budget for the fiscal year beginning Oct. 1 
would provide $525.4 billion in base spending and another 
$88.5 billion for the wars in Afghanistan and Iraq. The total is 
nearly $32 billion less than this year’s budget. 

Panetta repeatedly reminded lawmakers that the cuts were 
dictated by the budget agreement reached by Obama and 
Congress last summer, a pact supported by the panel’s 
chairman, Rep. Howard “Buck” McKeon, R-Calif., and many 
other members of the committee. 

“The bottom line here is we were handed a number for 
defense reductions. We stepped up to the plate, we met our 
obligations to try to do this in a way that would still preserve 
for us an effective force to deal with the threats,” Panetta said. 

Committee Republicans argued that Obama had called for 
$400 billion in reductions over 10 years last April, months 
before the deficit-cutting plan. 

Looking at future budgets, Rep. Adam Smith of 
Washington state, the panel’s top Democrat, said that in reality 
the cuts are a reduction in projected spending. 

“It’s a decrease in the increase,” Smith said. 
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30. DoD Looking At 'Broad' Industry Strategy 
(DEFENSE DAILY 16 FEB 12) ... Emelie Rutherford 

The Pentagon's plan to spend money to support defense 
firms as weapons buying shrinks will be wide-reaching, the 
defense secretary said yesterday about the still-nebulous 
industrial effort. 

Secretary Leon Panetta fielded questioning from the 
House Armed Services Committee (HASC) yesterday about 
how he plans to bolster the industrial base as part of the 
Pentagon's so-called reversibility concept, to budget and plan 
in a manner so that the military can quickly respond to 
unforeseen future threats. 

The new defense strategy President Barack Obama 
unveiled Jan. 6 says the Pentagon is seeking to account for its 
ability "to make a course change that could be driven by many 
factors, including shocks or evolutions in the strategic, 
operational, economic, and technological spheres." It says the 
"concept of 'reversibility'--including the vectors on which we 
place our industrial base, our people, our active-reserve 
component balance, our posture, and our partnership 
emphasis--is a key part of our decision calculus." 

Rep. David Loebsack (D-Iowa) quizzed Panetta yesterday 
about that new strategic guidance, which further says the 
Pentagon will make every effort to maintain an adequate 
industrial base. 

The defense secretary said the Pentagon wants to "be able 
to reverse any steps we've taken in order to be prepared for the 
future." 

"We are looking at a broad strategy here as to how best do 
we do this to make sure that as we fund the industrial base we 
do it in ways that obviously (yield) cost savings, but at the 
same time maintain those areas in place," Panetta said. "That's 
sometimes not an easy challenge." 

Loebsack called for supporting the organic base of 
arsenals, saying they provide "a critical function of our 

readiness and our ability to supply our troops in the event that 
we have another conflict." 

Panetta said those facilities will be protected as part of the 
industrial-base shielding effort. 

"My goal is I do not want to put anybody out of business 
in that area," he said. "And we're going to do everything we 
can to ensure that they're around." 

The congressman questioned if Pentagon officials have 
actively engaged the military services to develop an actual 
plan to sustain the U.S. organic industrial base. 

Panetta said such planning is "part and parcel of the 
whole strategy here...to maintain that industrial base." 
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Army Gen. Martin 
Dempsey, who also testified before the HASC, said the 
military service chiefs have briefed him and Panetta on their 
plans regarding the industrial base. 

The Pentagon sent Congress a $525.4 billion defense 
budget request for fiscal year 2013 on Monday. The spending 
proposal is $45 billion less than previously projected, because 
of spending caps in the deficit-reduction law passed last year. 
Much of that reduction--$18 billion--comes from procurement 
accounts and a $6 billion drop comes from research and 
development spending. The budget proposal also lays out 
$259 billion in cuts to previous plans for spending across the 
Future Years Defense Plan (FYDP), which runs from FY '13 
to FY '17. That five-year cut includes $94 billion to weapons 
purchases and $17 billion to research funding. 

The Pentagon's FY '13 budget overview book says the 
Defense Department "will make every effort to maintain an 
adequate industrial base and our investment in science and 
technology." It says this effort relates to "Strategic Objective 
3.5-2D." 
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31. ULA Set To Launch Navy Satellite Thursday 
(DENVER POST 15 FEB 12) ... Ann Schrader 

Centennial-based United Launch Alliance is set to launch 
the U.S. Navy's first next-generation narrowband tactical 
communications satellite. 

The launch window opens at 3:46 p.m. MST Thursday at 
Cape Canaveral Air Force Station in Florida. Carrying the 
Mobile User Objective System-1 satellite aloft will be an Atlas 
V rocket. 

Lockheed Martin Space Systems, headquartered in south 
Jefferson County, is building a series of four MUOS satellites 
plus a spare for the Navy at its Sunnyvale, Calif., facility. 

Military users will have 10 times the capacity as current 
systems once General Dynamics completes work this summer 
on a signal that will allow soldiers on the move to 
communicate with the satellite's digital payload. 

Once the digital system is activated, the satellite system 
will provide simultaneous voice, video and data 
communications beyond lines-of-sight and enhanced 
geolocation capabilities. 

Mark Pasquale, Lockheed's MUOS program manager, 
said the satellite system will function similar to a cellphone 
tower. 

The first MUOS will carry both the digital and UHF 
technology used on current military satellites. 

In 2004, Lockheed won the initial $2.1 billion contract to 
build the first two MUOS satellites and the ground-control 
system. Since then, the Navy exercised a contract option to 
product three additional satellites. 

The second MUOS satellite is undergoing environmental 
testing and is scheduled for launch in about a year. 
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32. Marines Won't Deploy Boeing's Unmanned Helicopter 
(DEFENSE DAILY 16 FEB 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

Boeing's A-160T unmanned helicopter will not be making 
its way to Afghanistan to participate in a program designed 
under an urgent requirement to ferry supplies to Marines in 
remote locations in the country, Naval Air Systems Command 
(NAVAIR) said yesterday. 

The A-160T Hummingbird was one of two systems along 
with Lockheed Martin's K-MAX competing in the Cargo UAS 
program for the mission. 

The Navy and Marine Corps deployed two K-MAXs to 
Afghanistan in November and the helicopters have carried out 
flights to supply troops, drawing praise in recent remarks by 
senior Marine officers. 

The A-160T, however, has encountered technical 
problems, prompting the Marine Corps to issue a 60-day stop 
work order in December (Defense Daily, Dec. 22). NAVAIR 
says there are now no plans to send Hummingbird to 
Afghanistan. 

"The Navy and Marine Corps will not be deploying the 
A-160 Hummingbird for the current military utility assessment 
in Afghanistan," Eric Pratson, NAVAIR's lead for the Cargo 
UAS integrated product team, said in a statement. "The 
government team is working with Boeing on a path forward 
for the existing contract." 

Asked whether this meant the A-160T's participation in 
the Cargo UAS was heading toward termination, NAVAIR 
spokeswoman Jamie Cosgrove said it will not be used in 
Afghanistan for the current requirement and that the command 
was "working through what to do with the existing contract." 

Boeing spokeswoman Elaine Brabant the company is still 
operating under the Dec. 15 cease work order and that there 
has been no activity on the Marine Corps side of the program. 
"We're waiting to find out what the next steps are going to be." 

The A-160T is also under a separate development contract 
with the Army for intelligence, reconnaissance and 
surveillance missions. 

The Navy awarded dueling development contracts to 
Lockheed Martin and Boeing in December 2010 to create an 
unmanned airlift capability in response to an urgent 
requirements request by Marines in Afghanistan. 

The unmanned, autonomous flying helicopters are 
intended to reduce risks, such as ambushes or improvised 
explosive devices (IEDs), associated with moving supplies on 
the ground. 

Lockheed Martin teamed up with Kaman Aerospace to 
offer K-MAX. 

Boeing inherited the Hummingbird when it acquired 
Frontier Systems in 2004. K-MAX cleared a Quick Reaction 
Assessment (QRA) last summer before deploying to 
Afghanistan. The A-160T has not reached the QRA phase. 

Lt. Gen. Richard Mills, the Marine deputy commandant 
for combat development and integration, said in January that 
reports of K-MAX's performance in Afghanistan were "very 
good." He added, however, he would like to see it increase its 
payload capability. 
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BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
33. Hampton Roads To Feel Defense Budget Cuts Despite Carrier Staying 
(WVEC ABC NORFOLK 15 FEB 12) 

NORFOLK -- Hampton Roads won't be losing an aircraft 
carrier right now, but the area will feel the defense budget cuts 
in other ways. 

The region will lose 14 ships and 3,000 personnel, but 
Senator Mark Warner says it could have been much worse. 

"I would call that a net win for the region, compared to 
other regions all around the country absorbing much, much 
greater costs." 

Two other issues that could still impact Hampton Roads 
are the President's call for two more rounds of base closings, 
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and the Chief of Naval Operations' pledge to homeport 
another aircraft carrier in San Diego, California. 

View Clip (RT: 0:36) 
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34. Bordallo Questions Secretary Of Defense About Proposed Modifications To Buildup Plans 
(PACIFIC DAILY NEWS (GUAM) 16 FEB 12) 

Guam Delegate Madeleine Bordallo today addressed 
proposed modifications to the realignment of Marine Corps 
forces in the Pacific during an oversight hearing of the House 
Armed Services Committee on the Department of Defense 
budget for Fiscal 2013. 

Bordallo requested that Secretary of Defense Leon 
Panetta explain the rationale behind the new implementation 
plan and how it would enhance the U.S. strategic posture in 
the region, according to a press release from Bordallo’s office. 
Under Secretary of Defense Robert F. Hale and Chairman of 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff Gen. Martin E. Dempsey also testified 
at the hearing today. 

Bordallo inquired about the foundation for changes to the 
realignment roadmap, and what role, if any, the Budget 
Control Act played in these decisions. 

Last week Bordallo and Arthur Clark, Gov. Eddie Calvo’s 
director of policy, confirmed that the military buildup on 
Guam will shrink to 4,700 Marines, according to Pacific Daily 
News files. Clark said he was given the official number by 
Navy Undersecretary Robert Work in a conference call. 

The exact laydown and mixture of the forces has yet to be 
formalized, files state. The military is considering making 
some of the Marines coming to Guam rotational forces. 

Bordallo has said she "strongly disagrees with those who 
suggest a rotational presence is a viable option,” files state. 

During today’s meeting Bordallo expressed concern that 
re-opening negotiations with the Japanese government may 
result in a reduced overall contribution to the buildup, based 
on the decision to de-link the realignment from the issue of the 
Futenma Replacement Facility, the release states. Given this 
possibility, Bordallo asked how the department would meet 
Guam’s infrastructure needs. 

Bordallo also inquired about unobligated funds already 
received from the Government of Japan and what steps the 
department was taking to meet the requirements needed to 
spend these funds, the release states. 

Panetta noted that a final agreement has not been reached 
between the Obama Administration and the Japanese 
government and that the Department of Defense continues to 
work out the details of the proposed changes, the release 
states. He also stressed that it is critical for the Marine Corps 
to maintain a forward presence in the region to ensure regional 
and national security. Panetta pledged to continue to work 
with Bordallo as the revised agreement with Japan is finalized. 

“I appreciate the administration’s continued focus on the 
Asia-Pacific region, and I am pleased that the Department of 
Defense is working on ways to press forward with military 
buildup on Guam,” Bordallo said in the release. “Secretary 
Panetta reaffirmed the administration’s support for the 
realignment, and reiterated that DoD continues to work with 
the Government of Japan to finalize the plan. He emphasized 
the strategic importance of maintaining a forward Marine 
presence in the Pacific, and said that the administration is 
developing a plan that includes a rotational presence of 
Marines that is able to respond to crises in our region. 
However, I cautioned that I remain seriously concerned about 
any proposals to have predominantly rotational forces on 
Guam. A reduced number of Marines does address some 
concerns in the community, but we should be cautious about 
saving money on military construction while increasing other 
operating costs for the Marines. I will continue to work with 
my colleagues and the Obama Administration to closely 
scrutinize the details of the proposed realignment plan as they 
become available.” 
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35. Panetta Voices Hope For Japan's Funding In Marine Transfer To Guam 
(KYODO NEWS 15 FEB 12) 

WASHINGTON -- U.S. Defense Secretary Leon Panetta 
on Wednesday expressed hope that Japan will contribute 
financially to the planned transfer of Marines in Okinawa 
Prefecture to Guam, amid growing calls in Japan for reducing 
the cost burden in line with the recent review of the 
realignment of U.S. forces in the country. 

Noting that Washington and Tokyo are discussing the 
matter, Panetta told a hearing of the Arms Services Committee 
of the House of Representatives that Japan has been ''very 
generous'' and it ''will give us a lot of the funds to try to 
support that.'' 

Under the current bilateral agreement on the relocation of 
Okinawa-based Marines to Guam, Japan will pay $6.1 billion 

to support the transfer of 8,000 Marines and 9,000 dependents 
by 2014, while the United States will bear $4.2 billion. 

Now that the Pentagon is planning to move about 4,700 
Marines from Okinawa to Guam, there are expectations that 
the smaller Marine transfer may lead to a smaller financial 
burden for Tokyo. 

''I am very pleased with the attitude that the Japanese are 
taking'' in the negotiations between the two countries, Panetta 
said. 

Japan and the United States recently agreed to review the 
transfer of Okinawa Marines to Guam, with the aim of 
diversifying the deployment to better deal with possible 
military contingency in the Pacific region. 
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36. ONR Works To Build A Diverse Future Force Through Outreach 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 15 FEB 12) ... Katherine H. Crawford, Office of Naval Research 

ARLINGTON, Va. -- Office of Naval Research (ONR) 
personnel will be in Philadelphia Feb. 17-18, providing 
information to approximately 10,000 students and 
professionals attending the annual Black Engineer of the Year 
(BEYA) conference. 

"BEYA is an opportunity for ONR to interact with a 
diverse group of young engineers who may contribute to some 
of our future work force needs," said Dr. Anthony Junior, 
director, Department of the Navy (DoN) Historically Black 
Colleges and Universities/Minority Institutions Program 
office. 

Attracting a wide assortment of top employees-
particularly for Science, Technology, Engineering and Math 
(STEM) fields-is a DON priority. It is also a key component 
of the secretary of the Navy's STEM roadmap, which aims to 
expand nationwide efforts to increase student and teacher 
participation in science and technology-related fields, as well 
as bolster interest from underserved populations. The ultimate 
goal is to increase the number of students pursing STEM 
studies and careers to support both the DON and the nation. 

ONR subject-matter experts will be in booth No. 515, 
speaking to attendees about the command's internship, 

research and career opportunities. Exhibit hours are 9 a.m.- 4 
p.m. Feb. 17, and 10 a.m.- 4 p.m. Feb. 18. 

Formally called the 26th BEYA STEM Global 
Competitiveness Conference, the event will also feature 
opportunities for students, including a career fair and job 
search resources, as well as for professionals, including 
training, networking, role models, mentors and awards. 
Attendees include college representatives, thousands of elite 
professionals and students from across the country who are 
interested or involved in STEM disciplines and careers. 

The event also includes seminars, workshops, 
presentations and a Stars & Stripes dinner honoring active and 
retired African-American high-ranking military personnel and 
members of the Senior Executive Service. 

ONR provides the science and technology necessary to 
maintain the Navy and Marine Corps' technological 
advantage. Through its affiliates, ONR is a leader in science 
and technology with engagement in 50 states, 30 countries, 
1,035 institutions of higher learning and more than 900 
industry partners. ONR employs approximately 1,065 people, 
comprising uniformed, civilian and contract personnel, with 
additional employees at the Naval Research Lab in 
Washington, D.C. 
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37. Navy Warfare Development Command Announces Speakers For Innovation Symposium 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 15 FEB 12) ... Navy Warfare Development Command Public Affairs 

NORFOLK, Va. -- Navy Warfare Development 
Command's (NWDC) "Innovation Series 2012" will kick off 
this year's campaign with a Maritime Innovation Symposium 
scheduled for March 13-14, at NWDC on Naval Station 
Norfolk. 

Under the theme "Regaining the Innovation 
Advantage...Awakening Our Creative DNA," the symposium 
will feature speakers from military, academia and industry to 
exchange ideas, identify opportunities and challenges, propose 
ways to move maritime innovation forward, and educate and 
elevate awareness of innovation across the Fleet. 

Adm. John C. Harvey, Jr., commander, U.S. Fleet Forces, 
will kick off the event. Rear Adm. Terry B. Kraft, commander, 
Navy Warfare Development Command, will also provide 
remarks and serve as host. 

Featured speakers will include: 

 Dr. Williamson Murray, author of "Military 
Innovations in the Interwar Period," will set the stage 
during an opening session on "Historical Perspectives 
on Navy Innovation." 

 Robert Rubel, dean of the Center for Naval Warfare 
Studies at the Naval War College, will talk about the 
"Sociology of Innovation in the Navy." 

 Dennis Bushnell, chief scientist at NASA Langley 
Research Center, will discuss "Innovation Barriers 
and Opportunities." 

 Art Corbet, director, Marine & Naval Concepts, will 
bring a Marine perspective through "The Benefits of 
Mission Command." 

 Vice Adm. Robert Parker, Commander, Coast Guard 
Atlantic Area, will provide a Coast Guard 
perspective. 

 Dr. Lawrence Schuette, director of Innovation at the 
Office of Naval Research, will present "Increasing 
the Navy's Capacity for Innovation." 

 Peter Wilson, senior defense research analyst for 
RAND Corporation, will talk about "Relationships of 
Military Innovation across Four Generations of 
Warfare." 

 John Kao, chairman of the Institute for Large Scale 
Innovation, will give his insights on "Harnessing 
Innovative Practices." 

 Professor Don Chisholm of the Joint Military 
Operations Department at the Naval War College will 
wrap-up the conference with a discussion on "Setting 
the Conditions for an Innovative Culture." 

"Our Navy has a unique history of creativity and 
adaptability. The challenge now, in a changing world with 
budget challenges, is to regain our innovation advantage," 
Kraft said. "That is the focus of the symposium and our 
overall 'Innovation Series 2012' campaign: to awaken our 
culture of innovation in direct support of the warfighter." 

Individuals who would like to attend the event can find 
registration and other logistical information at on NWDC's 
CAC-enabled portal at 
https://portal.nwdc.navy.mil/cft/IS/default.aspx. 
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38. Oakley's Freedom High Athletes Test Limits In Navy SEAL Fitness Challenge 
(CONTRA COSTA (CA) TIMES 15 FEB 12) ... Rowena Coetsee 

Dozens of Freedom High School athletes recently tested 
their physical limits to see if they have what it takes to join the 
Navy's elite. 

Students on the Oakley school's tennis, swim, diving and 
wrestling teams panted, grunted and sweated their way 
through a series of timed exercises last week in the Navy 
SEAL Fitness Challenge. 

Patterned after the screening that would-be recruits must 
pass to qualify for the U.S. Navy's special operations force, 
the just-for-fun event featured swimming, push-ups, sit-ups, 
pull-ups and running half a dozen laps around the track. 

Promoting the event was the National High School 
Coaches Association, which has held these tests at high 
schools in 34 states since March. 

The group has been involved since some of its members 
visited the Navy's SEAL training base in Coronado. 

"This is a way of exposing (students) to the SEALs and 
all the different opportunities within the organization," said 
founder and chief executive officer Bob Ferraro. 

While a Navy recruiter handed out brochures describing 
those options, teens massed around the campus pool. 

"I'm kind of nervous about the swimming -- it's a lot," 
said 17-year-old tennis player David Moe, as he waited for his 
turn amid a throng of 61 Speedos, jammers and one-piece 
racing swimsuits. 

Three students in each lane splashed toward the goal of 
completing 20 laps within 12 minutes and 30 seconds; among 
them was Athletic Director Steve Amaro, who 

"Woo! I could be a Navy SEAL!" he exclaimed upon 
learning he'd finished with 37 seconds to spare. 

Then it was onto the wrestling room to give pecs, abs and 
deltoids a workout. 

The assignment? Do as many push-ups and sit-ups as you 
can in a couple of two-minute sessions and then hoist your 
chin over a high bar until your muscles cry uncle. 

Although a number of the girls giggled and chatted 
between sit-ups, some took the drill seriously and curled 
themselves up to their knees. 

Servando Reyes, 16, was all business as he overcame 
fatigue to knock out 57 sit-ups. 

Then again, he does about 50 every night to strengthen his 
core muscles, the tennis player said. 

But Reyes, whose time on the swim was just 17 seconds 
over the limit, has no plans to join the Navy. 

"I'd be too scared," he said of the rigors. "This every day? 
No." 

Brianna Rice bested many of her peers by managing three 
pull-ups using a grip she learned in gymnastics. 

Freshman Sean Meads was a contender for the 
understatement of the day after whisking through 78 sit-ups 
and 100 push-ups. 

"I'm sore," he said. 
The 14-year-old also polished off 11 pull-ups, although he 

attributed the achievement to carrying just 100 pounds on his 
5-foot-seven-inch frame. 

"I'm pretty skinny so I don't have to lift that much," 
Meads said. 
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NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
39. First Lady Pushes Spousal License Portability 
(NAVY TIMES 15 FEB 12) ... Karen Jowers 

The Obama administration has set a goal for all 50 states 
to pass their own legislation to address licensing issues for 
military spouses, to make it easier to transfer professional 
licenses and certifications from one state to another, first lady 
Michelle Obama told a group of service members, spouses and 
officials in the Pentagon auditorium today. 

“We know it’s an ambitious goal. We know it won’t be 
easy to achieve, but we also know that our nation’s military 
families have waited long enough,” Obama said, speaking 
about the initiative on stage with Army wife Ann Wells, Dr. 
Jill Biden, Defense Secretary Leon Panetta, and Joint Chiefs 
Chairman Gen. Martin Dempsey. 

Panetta noted that his wife’s ability to practice as a nurse 
was often inhibited by these licensing issues when he was in 
the service. 

The issue must be addressed by each state. To date, 11 
states have adopted legislation to support military spouse 
professional license portability; 13 have proposals in the 
works. 

Nearly 35 percent of military spouses in the workforce are 
in professions that require licenses or certification, according 
to a report released Wednesday. The report was a joint effort 

by the departments of defense and treasury, and provides ideas 
for the states to consider. 

“These are practical, real steps to bring more flexibility 
and portability with fewer obstacles and delays for our 
military spouses with license careers,” Dempsey said. “It takes 
some of the rocks out of their rucksacks and gives them the 
fair shot that they both need and deserve.”From 2007 to 2011 
an average of 15 percent of military spouses reported moving 
across state lines in the previous year, compared with 1.5 
percent of their civilian counterparts, according to the report. 

The top three professions of military spouses are teachers 
(5.2 percent), child care workers (3.9 percent) and registered 
nurses (3.7 percent), all of which require licenses or 
certifications. 

Ann Wells, whose husband Robert is an Army career 
combat engineer and command sergeant major, said she has 
lost track of how many months she has spent waiting to get 
her license renewed as a registered nurse every time she 
moved. 

She described herself as “enormously proud” of what her 
husband does, and proud to step up and serve her country. But, 
she said, “I take my profession as a nurse just as seriously as 
Robert does the military.” 
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At one point in one state, because the whole licensing 
process was so difficult, and her husband was having a tough 
time after a deployment, she gave up and decided not to get 
her license. 

“We’re not looking for a handout. None of us wants to 
change a professional standard,” Wells said. “We just want to 
be able to provide for our families and continue the careers 
that we love.” 

Obama said this issue is the No. 1 problem military 
spouses talk about when she and Biden, wife of Vice President 
Joe Biden, travel around the country promoting Joining 
Forces, their initiative to support military families. 

“So on the rare occasion when our military spouses do 
speak up and ask for our help, then it’s time for all of us to 
take action,” Obama said. 

As one example, she said, a military spouse with years of 
teaching experience who moves across state lines could end up 
taking extra classes for weeks before getting a job, in addition 
to other requirements. 

“When you’re talking about dozens of careers, the web of 
requirements and standards can get pretty thick,” she said. 

But Obama stressed: “We’re not asking any state to 
change their standards. These state rules are important, and 
states have every right to set benchmarks just like these. In 
doing so, they hold our professionals to a high bar and they 
give us all peace of mind whenever we walk into a hospital or 
enroll our kids in school. 

“But it’s also clear that this system poses very unique 
challenges for our military families.” 

The report provides tips and ideas for states, “not edicts 
and decrees,” she said. 

The Defense Department’s state liaison office has been 
working on this issue since 2008. In 2011, the office presented 
some options to state policymakers that would ease the 
process for spouses, while preserving the integrity of the 
licensing process. 

The best practices that DoD and Treasury officials 
identified in their report include: 

• Licensure by endorsement, if the license from the 
previous state is based on requirements similar to 
those in the receiving state, and without a disciplinary 
record. 

• Temporary or provisional licensing, allowing 
applicants to be employed while they fulfill the 
requirements of a permanent license, such as 
examinations, applications and fees. 

• Expedited application process: For example, an 
official overseeing licensing with a state also can 
approve license applications for the boards. 

To date, 11 states have adopted legislation that supports 
military spouse license portability: Alaska, Arizona, Colorado, 
Florida, Kentucky, Missouri, Montana, Tennessee, Texas, 
Utah and Washington. 

Another 13 states have proposed legislation to help 
spouses in these situations: Colorado, Delaware, Hawaii, 
Indiana, Kansas, Nebraska, New York, North Carolina, Ohio, 
Oklahoma, South Carolina, Virginia and West Virginia. 
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40. Armed Services Chairman McKeon Takes Tough Line On ‘Hidden Earmarks’ 
(THE HILL 15 FEB 12) ... Jeremy Herb 

House Armed Services Committee Chairman Buck 
McKeon (R-Calif.) is taking a tougher line on so-called hidden 
earmarks. 

McKeon is discouraging House members from submitting 
funding proposals in the 2013 defense authorization bill that 
were criticized last year as efforts to make an end-run around 
the House earmark ban. 

In a letter to committee members obtained by The Hill, 
McKeon said the proposals in question are not earmarks. But 
he also takes a tougher line than a year ago, telling members 
they should not submit “budgetary proposals” to reallocate 
money at all, because the cuts mandated in the 2013 defense 
budget means money is tight. 

“Given the austere fiscal environment, our continued 
commitment to the war in Afghanistan, and the increasingly 
hostile global security environment, any reallocation of funds 
within the national defense budget function can only be for the 
most critical of security priorities,” McKeon wrote. 
“Therefore, I strongly discourage our members from offering 
budgetary legislative proposals.” 

McKeon said he is unlikely to support these proposals 
unless there’s a compelling national security justification. 

McKeon is targeting proposals similar to the ones in last 
year’s bill, which critics said were earmarks by a different 
name. They said the funding proposals were basically 
earmarks because the proposals allocated funds the 
administration did not ask for. 

McKeon defended them last year as being in the spirit and 
letter of the House earmark ban because they don’t move 
funds directly to a locality or entity. 

A Democratic congressional aide said that last year’s bill 
was “loaded ... with pork in a less transparent way” than the 
earmarking process. 

“Surprisingly, the Senate caught on and stripped out all 
the earmarks,” the aide said. “This year, they are looking to 
avoid that from happening by pushing the process further out 
of the public eye and making it less transparent.” 

A Republican aide responded that the House voluntarily 
took out the provisions last year, and said the Democrats are 
now “pulling the fire alarm before you smell smoke.” 

“The fact is the chairman has set a clear path to enable the 
committee to fulfill its oversight responsibilities by making 
substantive policy changes,” the Republican aide said. 
“Criticizing those proposals before they are even written 
seems a little kneejerk.” 

Sen. Claire McCaskill (D-Mo.) accused the House Armed 
Services Committee last year of having more than 100 
amendments in the 2012 defense authorization bill that were 
earmarks. McKeon’s staff disputed the characterization, 
saying that McCaskill’s report labeled any change in spending 
levels as an earmark. 

Defense Secretary Leon Panetta has urged Congress not 
to tinker too much with the different parts of the defense 
budget, as he said the package works together to achieve the 
necessary savings. 
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“This is a zero-sum game,” Panetta said at Tuesday’s Senate hearing. “There is no free money here.” 
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41. Lawmakers Question Whether Sequestration Cuts Would Hit Veterans 
(STARS AND STRIPES 15 FEB 12) ... Leo Shane III 

WASHINGTON — Veterans programs would see a 
significant boost under the budget proposal laid out by the 
White House this week, but lawmakers were more concerned 
Wednesday about whether the looming threat of automatic 
defense funding cuts could undo those positive numbers. 

House Veterans Affairs Chairman Jeff Miller, R-Fla., said 
questions of whether congressionally mandated defense 
spending cuts — part of a sequestration mechanism agreed 
upon last summer — have left veterans “twisting in the wind” 
and threaten to undo positive steps in their support programs. 

The sequestration agreement, to be enforced starting next 
January, will force more than $500 billion in defense spending 
reductions over the next decade, along with corresponding 
cuts to other domestic, non-defense initiatives. 

White House officials have declined to issue a formal 
ruling on whether those cuts could include veterans programs, 
although lawmakers have said they did not intend the 
Department of Veterans Affairs to be included. 

Miller accused the White House of delaying an answer on 
the veterans issue to pressure Congress into finding alternative 
cuts, and promised to offer new legislation in coming days 
which would exempt the VA from any sequester reductions. 

“There is enough pressure to act already without 
threatening veterans,” he said. “One way or another, a 
decision must be made.” 

Democrats on the committee dismissed concerns about 
political gamesmanship, but echoed concerns that the looming 
cuts could hurt veterans. 

In contrast to the contentious defense budget debates 
being held on the other side of Capitol Hill on Wednesday, 
committee lawmakers from both parties offered general 
support for the White House’s fiscal 2013 budget plan, which 
would boost discretionary spending for veterans programs by 
4.5 percent. 

VA Secretary Eric Shinseki said the funding boost comes 
at a time when the department already working to serve about 
1.4 million Iraq and Afghanistan veterans and anticipating 
another 1 milllion new veterans leaving the military in the 
next five years. 

The increased funding will go toward reducing the 
benefits backlog, including improvements to claims 
processing systems, he said. The department is also seeking 
more money for mental health services, initiatives to help 
homeless veterans, and programs focused on medical access 
for female veterans. 

The budget plan also calls for $1 billion for the 
president’s new Veterans Job Corps proposal, which would 
hire Iraq and Afghanistan veterans as public safety and park 
service employees. Conservatives on the panel said they 
remain concerned about the lack of details on that program, 
even with the employment problems facing that veteran 
population. 
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42. General: Cuts Will Drive Career Competition 
(MARINE CORPS TIMES 15 FEB 12) ... James K. Sanborn 

Deeper than anticipated manpower cuts mean Marines 
will face the stiffest competition to stay in uniform in more 
than a decade, and more units will deactivate as the Corps 
whittles down to 182,100. 

Competition for first-term Marines will be especially 
difficult. The Corps is working to retain mid-grade officers 
and enlisted Marines with more than one term under their 
belts, said Lt. Gen. Richard P. Mills, head of Marine Corps 
Combat Development Command, during a speech Wednesday 
hosted by the Defense Strategies Institute in downtown 
Washington. 

Mills detailed how the Marine Corps will make those cuts 
with a $23.9 billion dollar budget request for fiscal 2013 that 
is $2.7 billion less than expected.The reason for the re-
enlistment shift is twofold, Mills said. First, it will help the 
Marine Corps preserve knowledge and experience gained 
during 10 years at war. Second, in what he termed 
“reversibility,” it will allow the force to rapidly grow in the 
event of an unforeseen national emergency. While it is 
expensive to keep more majors, staff sergeants and gunnery 
sergeants, their experience would be necessary to train a large, 
unexpected influx of new Marines. 

The Navy Department’s 2013 budget request highlights 
this trend towards retaining more experienced troops. In fiscal 

2011, more than half of all re-enlistments — 56 percent — 
were made by first-term Marines, according to budget 
documents. The rate is slated to fall to 46 percent this fiscal 
year and 39 percent for fiscal ’13. 

But the competition doesn’t necessarily mean Marines 
will be pushed out early. By drawing down gradually over 
four years, Mills said, the Corps shouldn’t have to resort to 
involuntary separations. Those who already signed up will be 
allowed to finish their term. Those wanting to stay in uniform 
will have to up their game as leaders begin to “pick from the 
best.” 

Marines will have to have an impeccable record, proving 
themselves worthy not just professionally, but also personally, 
he said. They will also have to decide very early if they want 
to make the Marine Corps a career and pursue it aggressively. 

Larger-than-anticipated manpower cuts also mean the 
Marine Corps will have to cut more infantry battalions and 
aviation squadrons than previously planned, Mills 
acknowledged. Entire units would be trimmed, rather than 
piecemeal cuts from within units, Mills said, to ensure that 
every unit is always trained, equipped and ready to deploy. 

Mills did not identify where the additional unit cuts will 
come from, but said they will be spread across the Corps 
without affecting East or West Coast units disproportionately. 
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43. No Questions For Yemen President In USS Cole Case 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 15 FEB 12) 

SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico — A military judge in the war 
crimes trial of a Guantanamo prisoner charged in the attack on 
the USS Cole has denied a defense request to question Yemeni 
President Ali Abdullah Saleh as a witness in the case. 

The ruling by Army Col. James Pohl is subject to a 
Pentagon security review and has not been released. But the 
military defense lawyer who submitted the motion to depose 
Saleh, Navy Lt. Cmdr. Stephen Reyes, said Wednesday that it 
had been denied. 

Reyes is the Pentagon-appointed lawyer for Guantanamo 
prisoner Abd al-Nashiri, who is charged before a tribunal at 
the U.S. base in Cuba with war crimes for allegedly setting up 
the 2002 bombing of the USS Cole, an attack that killed 17 
Sailors. 

Pohl issued the ruling Tuesday and did not give a 
rationale, stating only that he would explain his decision in a 
later ruling, Reyes said. Earlier, the State Department said that 

Saleh, who is in New York for medical treatment, could not be 
questioned because he has diplomatic immunity. 

Reyes had argued that diplomatic immunity did not apply 
because he wanted to question Saleh as a defense witness, not 
a suspect, to collect information on the Yemeni government's 
investigation into the bombing of the Cole in the Yemeni port 
of Aden. 

"We believe that Saleh's testimony is necessary for this 
case and that it prejudices our ability to defend our client in a 
capital case," Reyes said. 

He said he was looking into whether he could appeal but 
he would have to move fast. Saleh, who has said he intends to 
be back in Yemen in time for Feb. 21 elections, is expected to 
leave the U.S. within days. 

Saleh, who was president at the time of the Cole attack, 
arrived in the U.S. on Jan. 28 for treatment of burns suffered 
in an assassination attempt in June. 
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OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
44. USS Sioux City: An Honor And A Source Of Pride 
(SIOUX CITY (IA) JOURNAL 16 FEB 12) ... Editorial 

Secretary of the Navy Ray Mabus announced the next 
five Navy ships: Three guided-missile destroyers - the USS 
John Finn, the USS Ralph Johnson and the USS Rafael Peralta 
- and two littoral combat ships - the USS Omaha ... and the 
USS Sioux City. 

"I chose the name for our two new littoral combat ships 
after Midwestern cities from America's heartland, to honor the 
patriotic, hard-working citizens of Sioux City, Iowa, and 
Omaha, Nebraska, for their support of and contributions to the 
military," Mabus said in a Department of Defense news 
release. 

Littoral combat ships, Mabus said, will be "a major part 
of the future of our Navy." The ships, which Mabus described 

as fast and agile with an ability to operate in both shallow and 
deep waters, will support mine, undersea and surface-warfare 
missions. The USS Sioux City, which will be built in 
Marinette, Wis., will be 378 feet in length and reach speeds in 
excess of 40 knots. 

Having a key vessel in America's defense arsenal named 
for our community should be a source of pride for all Sioux 
Cityans. Due to its strong tradition of support for America's 
men and women in uniform, we can't think of any city in Iowa 
more deserving of this honor than this one. 

We return the Navy salute. And look forward to the 
commissioning ceremony. 
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45. Amid Uncertainty, Carrier Stays Put 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 16 FEB 12) ... Editorials 

The Obama administration's 2013 budget proposal 
brought good news for the Navy in Hampton Roads - and a 
good deal of uncertainty. 

The move of an aircraft carrier from Norfolk to Mayport, 
Fla., originally scheduled for 2019, was postponed 
indefinitely. The $525 billion defense budget, which outlines 
plans for the next five years, does not include three key 
projects to upgrade the Florida base for a nuclear carrier. 

Keeping that carrier in Norfolk means this region also 
keeps the 6,000 jobs and $425 million in annual revenue that 
go with it. 

It's a victory for all of us, especially for the Sailors who 
would prefer to live in Virginia than in Florida, but also for 
their neighbors and friends and the schools and churches that 
depend on them. It's a victory for Virginia's legislators who 
worked for years for this result. 

It's a victory for the region's businesses and for tourism 
across several states. 

It's also a victory for good sense. 
Building a second carrier base on the East Coast has never 

been justified. It is monstrously expensive at a time the 
Defense Department needs to save every penny. With carriers 
on an almost constant deployment rotation, the idea of 
vulnerable ships sitting in port is a quaint anachronism. 

Despite the decision - and perhaps to compensate for it - 
Hampton Roads is likely to lose an amphibious ready group 
and its 2,000 Sailors to Mayport by 2015. A fast-attack 
submarine and a dock landing ship based here will be 
decommissioned. 

Perhaps most unsettling for Hampton Roads: The budget 
requests two rounds of military base closings, one in 2013 and 
another in 2015. 
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We don't have to remind anyone who was here in 2005 
how devastating the Base Realignment and Closure 
Commission decisions can be. The BRAC round that year 
resulted in Fort Monroe in Hampton closing and 
recommended that Oceana Naval Air Station be shut because 
surrounding development had undermined its mission. 

Only with concessions from local and state leaders, only 
with promises to curb encroachment on Oceana's fenceline, 
was the base - and with it tens of thousands of jobs - allowed 
to remain. 

The defense proposal, part of Obama's $3.8 trillion 
spending plan for 2013, is merely the first part of the process. 
Congress will attack and amend. But it's better for Hampton 
Roads than many feared. 

The bipartisan, bicameral super committee's inability last 
fall to come up with $1.2 trillion in deficit reduction was 
supposed to result in another $500 billion in cuts to the 
Pentagon starting next year. 

Obama's budget parses cuts more judiciously. 
It would provide piddling raises over the next five years, 

increases that will be eaten up by increased insurance costs. It 
calls for significant cuts in the number of service men and 
women, especially as the war in Afghanistan winds down. 

Nevertheless, as America begins to refocus its military 
efforts away from Iraq and Afghanistan, as the Pentagon 
moves toward another round of BRAC hearings, it's good 
news that the administration finds no need to waste $1 billion 
to move an aircraft carrier to Florida. 
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46. Funding The Defense Needs Of Tomorrow, Today 
Congress Must Think 10 Years Down The Line When It Comes To Nuclear Carriers 
(WASHINGTON POST 16 FEB 12) ... Walter Pincus 

Congress is looking at today’s threats, debating the 
reductions found in President Obama’s defense budget 
requests for next year, and probably not thinking about the 
world in 2022. That’s when the impact of some of its 
decisions will be felt. 

The USS Abraham Lincoln sails in the Indian Ocean last 
month. The nuclear carrier’s upcoming refueling will keep it 
out of action for a year. 

I am thinking specifically about Navy shipbuilding and 
the nation’s nuclear carrier fleet. Carriers are interesting 
because they take 10 years to build, another two to three years 
in shakedown cruises before they become operational — and 
then they last up to 50 years. 

What will the threats be over that period of time? How 
many of these $12 billion fighting machines does the United 
States need? Does the carrier fleet get sized for peacetime or 
for war? Does their mere presence in an area deter war? Are 
the president and Congress taking a long-enough view in 
making their decisions? 

At Monday’s Senate Armed Services Committee hearing, 
Defense Secretary Leon E. Panetta said of the proposed fiscal 
2013 budget: “We’ve maintained the 11 carriers in the Navy 
in order to ensure that we have sufficient forward presence. 
There’s nothing like a carrier to be able to allow for quick 
deployment. ... And that’ll give us a great capacity to be able 
to show our force structure in the Pacific.” 

But as Navy experts say, you need that number just to 
keep one in the Indian Ocean, another in the Western Pacific, 
and enough in reserve for contingencies, such as today’s need 
to keep two available for South Asia/Middle East use. The 
general standard for carriers is seven months on station and 25 
months at home port or dry dock. 

The nuclear ones also must have their power generators 
refueled. For example, the new budget contains $1.6 billion to 
refuel the reactor of the USS Abraham Lincoln, which just 
days ago passed through the Strait of Hormuz after weeks in 
the Persian Gulf aiding in the Afghan war. Refueling 
beginning in the next 12 months will keep the Lincoln out of 
action for a year. 

The new fiscal 2013 budget contains no money for 
CVN78, the USS Gerald R. Ford, although the Navy has 
identified the need for another $881 million for cost overruns 

in what has become a $12.3 billion ship. Its funding began in 
2001, and money to pay off the overruns has been pushed into 
the fiscal 2014 and 2015 budgets. 

The first of a new class of nuclear-powered carriers, the 
Ford is projected to save money in the long run by having a 
new reactor power plant that requires 50 percent fewer people 
to run it while generating far more electricity than the previous 
class of nuclear carriers. Overall, including the flight crews, 
the Ford will have some 3,800 personnel. That’s almost 1,200 
less than the current carriers. 

Of course, the Ford has had its problems. It became a test 
bed for new equipment and construction techniques. Along 
with the new power-generating nuclear reactor, the Ford will 
have a new electromagnetic catapult-launching system and a 
new phased-array radar to replace five radars on the earlier 
carriers. 

The catapult-launching system had to be built and then 
tested on land, since there was no ship deck built that could 
handle it. Those tests are ongoing at a site in Lakehurst, N.J., 
while parts of the finished system have begun to be installed in 
the Ford, which is being built at the Huntington Ingalls 
shipyard at Newport News, Va. 

The electromagnetic system, which has taken a decade to 
develop, will permit controlled acceleration and stoppage 
when launching aircraft. 

The Ford — more than 50 percent complete, with some 
4,000 employees working on it — is being put together much 
like a Lego set. Modules are put together elsewhere then 
brought to the ship. There will be some 500 of them, each one 
thoroughly tested after being connected to existing wiring and 
other systems. 

A December report by the Defense Department’s 
Director, Operational Test and Evaluation office raised a 
number of issues that still need fixing, including software 
related to the ship’s self-defense capability and its new 
phased-array radar. Another issue was completing a “manning 
construct,” a detailed examination of the crew size needed to 
operate the carrier. Since the Ford is to be able to increase the 
number of sorties launched per day to some 160, about 30 
percent more than current carriers, the manning structure is 
considered crucial. 
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The Ford is expected to be in the water by the summer of 
2013. At that time what is called a pre-commissioning unit 
will be put together and a prospective commanding officer 
assigned. Their job in part will be to put together the crew, 
which will grow until shortly before the ship construction is 
completed and the ship is delivered for commissioning. That is 
now expected in 2015, though it could slip. After the Navy 
takes over there will be further testing with the Navy crew and 
fixes made before a real shakedown cruise takes place. 

Meanwhile, the process for the next carrier, CVN79, the 
USS John F. Kennedy, has been underway since 2007. Some 
$2 billion has already been spent on the Kennedy’s design and 
research and development. The fiscal 2013 budget has $781 

million for it, $173.5 million for more research and 
development and $608.2 million in procurement funds. The 
Kennedy has already slipped, and prospects are it will not be 
received by the Navy until 2019 — and thus not operational 
until perhaps 2022. 

Navy shipbuilding, as you can see, is a complex and 
costly process. Panetta told the Senate committee Monday and 
the House Armed Services Committee on Tuesday that we 
have 285 Navy ships today and will have the same number 
five years from now. The new goal is getting to 300 by the end 
of 2022. I doubt it, but more important, why will we need 300 
ships in 2022 if the ones we keep building are so much more 
effective than the ones we had in the past? 
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47. If U.S. Troops Pull Out, Economic Growth May Slow 
(BLOOMBERG VIEW 15 FEB 12) ... Amity Shlaes 

Out. Everywhere. Yesterday. Those three words sum up 
the mood here at home when it comes to American military 
presence outside U.S. borders. 

President Barack Obama is signaling he wants to get out 
of Afghanistan so badly that he’s even taking a few political 
gambles to accelerate a pullout. There’s also a more general 
sense that putting soldiers in other countries has proved a bad 
investment for everyone involved, rendering those nations 
sadder, rougher and poorer. 

Given the parlous budgetary conditions in the U.S., the 
thinking goes, it would be better to slash U.S. defense 
spending. We need money at home. This week, Obama 
proposed reductions in military spending, saying a cut suited 
our “strategic priorities.” 

Yet the opposite may be true, at least when it comes to the 
most obvious form of investment: in economic growth abroad. 
That is the finding of a study published in recent weeks by 
Garett Jones of George Mason University in Virginia and Tim 
Kane of the Kansas City, Missouri-based Ewing Marion 
Kauffman Foundation. 

The more troops, the scholars found, the more growth. 
Looking at Navy, Army, Marine and Air Force presence in 94 
countries over 50 years -- 1950 to 2000 -- the authors found 
that putting U.S. troops in a country, starting from 0 to a 
presence of 100,000, about the number we had in Germany 
during the period studied, was over time associated with an 
increase in the per-capita growth rate of that country by an 
extra 1.8 percentage points a year. Even an increase from 10 to 
100 troops corresponded with a rise in growth of a third of a 
percentage point on average. 

Bases Build Nations 
“This study suggests Africa is poorer than it would have 

been with more active alliances between the U.S. and its many 
countries, particularly because of the absence of U.S. bases 
there,” Kane said in a telephone interview. Right now the 
concept of nation building is unpopular. But, Kane says, the 
study suggests that “nation building has a half-century track 
record worth remembering.” 

It’s worth noting that such sweeping conclusions are only 
possible because of something many young Americans never 
knew or have forgotten: that the U.S. was everywhere once, 
and for a long time. The Pentagon had an average of 730,000 
soldiers stationed abroad in the 1950s and 762,000 during the 
1960s. Then the numbers dropped to 502,000 in the 1970s, 

447,000 in the 1980s and 269,000 in the 1990s. In any given 
decade, at least 26 nations and as many as 49 nations hosted 
American troops, according to data assembled by the authors 
using Pentagon figures. 

Most Americans, with the exception of the United Auto 
Workers, understand that the cars that Japan and Germany 
sold us after we helped those countries recover from World 
War II enriched the wealth of both nations. But is the 
experience of the previous century, when troops were heavily 
concentrated in European countries with courts and diverse 
economies, applicable in places such as Afghanistan or Iraq? 
In one encouraging sign, Jones and Kane found that growth in 
places with fewer such institutions still accelerated when GIs 
were present. A prime example is Turkey. 

What about military, economic or social aid instead of 
actual troops? These days, it seems an easy substitute to the 
U.S. voter, battle-fatigued as he is more than a decade after 
Sept. 11 and two decades after Operation Desert Storm. But 
the authors found that “more troops predict growth, but more 
aid does not,” Jones says. “Aid is not a good substitute for 
growth, even military aid,” he adds. 

Conversely, the absence of soldiers seemed to hurt. 
Nations that asked the U.S. to withdraw, like France in the 
1960s and Thailand in the 1970s, afterward paid a growth 
penalty. 

Multiplier Effect 
The amount of growth forgone in Africa due to the 

absence of longstanding troops is tragic, Kane says. The 7 
percent annual growth once predicted for Ghana by World 
Bank types would have been more easily realized with troops, 
he says, than with all the aid it received. Basing Africa 
Command, a strategic group designed to serve Africa, outside 
of Africa is perverse, Kane says. It’s almost ridiculous for 
Africa Command to have the address it does: Stuttgart-
Moehringen. 

The usual explanation for the growth would be the 
multiplier effect. The local laundry or electrician gets 
contracts from the base; that laundry owner or electrician then 
spends what he earned on other businesses in his economy. 
But multiplier effects don’t last, just as stimuli don’t last at 
home. Jones and Kane found robust long-term growth that 
correlates more with another effect: the exemplar effect. When 
locals saw how the Army or Navy did business -- that it 
honored contracts or delivered on time -- it changed the 



 36

business culture and courts. Locals trusted one another more, 
laws changed, and these factors, in turn, strengthened 
commerce. 

Interestingly, the troop growth effects prevail even after 
the U.S. leaves a place where it has been for a long time. 
Sometimes there is an initial collapse caused by command 
economics, as was the case of the Communist regime that took 
over in Vietnam. But when such countries open up, they tend 
to grow faster than countries that never had a U.S. military 
presence. The troops’ presence also tended to bring in foreign 
direct investment from the U.S., supplying capital to locals. 
This analysis is in line with work by scholars, such as Mancur 
Olson, who belong to a non-Keynesian school of thought 
known as public choice theory. 

What can all this tell us about Iraq or Afghanistan? One 
thing, says Kane, is how wrong the U.S. was to hide in green 

zones and in fighter jets. General David Petraeus, he said, had 
the right idea when it came to going out into the population 
and embedding there. “A larger lesson is that engaging in the 
broader Middle East isn’t just about killing bad guys,” Kane 
says. “It is crucial to have presence and build alliances in 
countries like Turkey, where thousands of U.S. troops have 
been for decades.” 

Countries that feel they can count on a U.S. presence 
prosper under the certainty of the security umbrella and then 
trade with the U.S. The current thinking may be backward. 
Defense spending, said to be part of America’s growth 
problem, may instead be part of its growth solution. 

Amity Shlaes is the director of the Four Percent Growth 
Project at the Bush Institute. 
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48. Serve Vets As Well As They Served Us 
(CHARLOTTE 16 FEB 12) ... Sen. Kay Hagan 

Ask a random American if they know someone who has 
served in Iraq or Afghanistan, and the answer is likely to be 
"no." That's not surprising. Nationwide, military service 
members account for only 1 percent of our population. 

But ask that question in North Carolina, and you're much 
more likely to hear a "yes." Over 700,000 veterans call North 
Carolina home, including 55,000 in the Charlotte area. More 
than one-third of our state's population is either in the military, 
is a veteran, or has an immediate family member who is in the 
military or a veteran. As the daughter, wife, sister and aunt of 
veterans, I'm proud to count myself in that group. 

North Carolinians are familiar with the sacrifices our 
service members and their families make during deployments. 
But we also understand the challenges they face when they 
return home and begin the transition to the civilian workforce. 

Simply put, the unemployment rate among our returning 
heroes is unconscionably high. Nationwide, unemployment 
among veterans returning from Iraq and Afghanistan is 9.1 
percent, almost a full point higher than the national average. 
Overall, more than 800,000 veterans are without a job. That's 
800,000 men and women who have put their lives on the line 
for our country and now struggle just to earn a paycheck. 
That's just wrong. 

As a country, we make a promise to our veterans - that we 
will fight for them just as hard, and with as much dedication, 
as they fought for us. As a member of the Senate Armed 
Services Committee and a senator for hundreds of thousands 
of military and veteran families, this is a promise I take 
seriously. As a member of a military family, it's one I also take 
personally. 

That's why this week I've brought my North Carolina 
Back to Work Jobs Tour to Concord for the Hiring our Heroes 
Veterans Jobs Fair, hosted by the U.S. Chamber of Commerce. 
The Jobs Tour is taking me all across the state to speak with 
small business owners, job seekers, community colleges, 
workforce development offices - anyone with ideas to help get 
North Carolina back to work, and back to work as soon as 
possible. 

I will listen to N.C. veterans. I want to learn about their 
experiences in the job market and gather practical ideas to 
help them find work. But I also want to make sure that N.C. 

business owners know about an important tax credit that could 
help our heroes get jobs right now. 

Late last year, Congress passed the VOW to Hire Heroes 
Act - bipartisan legislation that offers businesses a tax credit 
of up to $5,600 for hiring an unemployed veteran, and a credit 
of up to $9,600 for hiring a veteran with a service-connected 
disability. 

The legislation also helps prepare our returning veterans 
for their transition to the civilian workforce. These men and 
women are highly-motivated and highly-trained, and they 
have succeeded under some of the most trying circumstances 
imaginable. 

The bill we passed eases their transition by enrolling our 
servicemen and women in the Transition Assistance Program, 
an interagency workshop that prepares veterans to market their 
skills to potential employers. It also expands the education and 
training opportunities for older veterans by providing 100,000 
unemployed veterans of past eras and wars with up to one year 
of additional Montgomery GI benefits to go toward education 
or training programs at community colleges or technical 
schools. 

The important thing to remember is that our commitment 
to our brave veterans is not a Democratic, Republican or 
Independent commitment - it is an American commitment. 

To be sure, the VOW to Hire Heroes Act will not solve all 
of our veterans' unemployment challenges. While any 
company would benefit from the hard-earned skills and 
dedication our veterans bring to the table, too few companies 
are hiring new employees in this economic environment. So 
we must do much more to foster a better business climate for 
American companies to expand and create American jobs. 
This new business tax credit is certainly a strong step in the 
right direction. 

Bottom line: We cannot leave our next great generation of 
leaders in the unemployment line. As I continue on my jobs 
tour, I hope to bring more commonsense solutions from North 
Carolina back to Washington so we can get our courageous 
veterans, and all of our state, back to work. 

Kay Hagan is the junior U.S. senator from North 
Carolina. 



 37

Return to Index 
 

49. Amphibious Ops A Dual-Use Tool For U.S. Policy Kit 
(WORLD POLITICS REVIEW 15 FEB 12) ... Robert Farley 

Over the past two weeks, the U.S. Navy and Marine 
Corps conducted Bold Alligator, an exercise off the Atlantic 
seaboard designed to refine expertise in amphibious operations 
and test new amphibious capabilities. 

The exercise included the USS Enterprise supercarrier, 
three amphibious assault vessels -- the USS Wasp, the USS 
Kearsarge and the USS Iwo Jima -- as well as a bevy of 
support vessels. Nine international partners joined Bold 
Alligator in some fashion, including Australia, Canada, 
France, Germany, Italy, the Netherlands, New Zealand, Spain 
and the United Kingdom, with the French LPD Mistral 
representing the most significant allied commitment. The 
exercise demonstrated, to both domestic and international 
audiences, the continued importance of amphibious 
capabilities within the U.S. policy “toolbox,” while also 
providing an opportunity to refine and extend those 
capabilities. 

While Bold Alligator, or something like it, would 
probably have taken place under any budgetary context, the 
exercise represented a reaffirmation of the Navy’s 
commitment to amphibious operations at a time of tightening 
budgets. From a budgetary standpoint, amphibious warfare 
also benefits enormously from the advocacy of the Marine 
Corps, which continues to view amphibious warfare as a core 
capability. Bold Alligator simulated a high-intensity combat 
landing into terrain controlled by insurgents fighting a friendly 
government, and involved both sea and air elements. The basic 
necessities for such operations, however, also apply to 
amphibious relief missions of the sort conducted in Southeast 
Asia after the 2004 tsunami, or Haiti after the 2010 
earthquake. While relief operations might be a harder sell in 
Congress than “hard” military capabilities, they tend to happen 
more often than forced-entry amphibious assaults and have 
substantial political effect, at least on a regional scale. 
Combining the two concepts and working on both 
simultaneously allows the Defense Department to develop 
relief expertise while maintaining a hard combat edge. 

Internet and data capabilities may seem secondary to 
major amphibious operations. However, most amphibious 
operations in the future will be rich in political context, 
whether they involve forced entry or not, and the ability to 
manage data and the political environment represents an 
absolutely critical capability for modern amphibious warfare. 
Consequently, information technology played a major role in 
this exercise. Coordination between a large number of 
warships and international partners requires the sharing of a 
tremendous amount of data between widely separated units a 
“network-centric warfare” concept that applies to both high-
intensity combat and low-intensity relief operations. 
Consequently, Bold Alligator provided an opportunity to test 
the latest in military communications technology. 

However, information technology also matters in other 
ways. International relief operations can’t exactly be crowd-
sourced, but a wide range of ship-to-shore connectivity could 
nevertheless improve the ability of amphibious forces to meet 
relief needs. Spencer Ackerman’s discussion of internet 
connectivity aboard the USS Wasp highlights this issue: The 

Navy maintains clear channels of contact between ships, but 
the ability of individuals aboard ship to use the Internet in 
time-economical fashion is limited. In the context of an 
amphibious assault, this is entirely understandable. In an 
amphibious relief operation, however, Internet connectivity 
provides a unique capability for aggregating expertise -- on the 
geography, history or demographics of a particular area, for 
example -- and for delivering such expertise to the operational 
actors who can use it. 

Widespread Internet access aboard ships in such 
situations could also prove a useful generator of public 
diplomacy content, especially in contexts where the Navy -- or 
civilian political authorities -- desires to make its contribution 
clear and transparent. Obviously message discipline would 
suffer, but the ability of “providers” of relief on ship to 
connect directly with “consumers” of relief on shore could 
dramatically improve the effectiveness of relief operations. In 
multilateral operations, the ability of providers to connect with 
one another with minimal central control could similarly 
reduce redundancy and enhance efficiency. 

While no nation other than the United States has such 
capable amphibious forces, many other navies accept the basic 
concepts of amphibious operations and seek to replicate those 
capabilities on a smaller scale. The Russian purchase of the 
French Mistral-class amphibious command ship is designed to 
give the Russian navy the command-and-control capabilities 
to manage littoral operations. Similarly, the People’s 
Liberation Army Navy is developing a “system of systems” 
designed to facilitate cooperation between space, air and sea 
assets in its version of the “Near Abroad.” During NATO’s 
Libyan intervention, French and British amphibious assets 
undertook the mission of managing sea and air assets, 
including coordination with onshore rebels. 

Nevertheless, the capacity of the U.S. Navy and Marine 
Corps to execute such an operation, and to integrate 
international partners into it, serves as a reminder of just how 
far ahead of its competitors the United States is on amphibious 
operations. If the U.S. isn’t quite the only game in town, it’s 
surely the player with the most effective global reach. Indeed, 
the participation of a supercarrier and three large flat-deck 
amphibious warships would very nearly exceed the combined 
naval aviation capabilities of the rest of the world. 

In effect, Bold Alligator simulated the most likely 
conflict/relief scenario that the U.S. military is likely to face in 
the near future: a multilateral maritime deployment involving 
a wide range of ship types and capabilities. Forced entry 
through amphibious assault may be less likely, but the 
capabilities demanded by both operations are substantially 
similar. Not coincidentally, either scenario requires the tightest 
possible collaboration between national and international 
partners. Making sure that such a capability remains honed 
and attentive to the latest developments in information 
technology, not to mention the social networking landscape, 
helps to ensure that a crucial crisis “tool” will remain available 
to U.S. policymakers. 
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Dr. Robert Farley is an assistant professor at the 
Patterson School of Diplomacy and International Commerce 

at the University of Kentucky. 
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BBLLOOGGSS::  
50. EXCERPTS FROM BLOGS AROUND THE WORLD 
(PUBLISHED 13 – 16 FEB 12) 

 
In a National Security Emergency, Do You Call the 

Marines or the SEALs? by Sandra Erwin from National 
Defense, February 15 

The Marine Corps prides itself on its niche role as the 
nation’s “911” quick response force that gets called to deal 
with dicey security crises. 

But it’s been the Navy SEALs that of late have garnered 
the spotlight and captured the public’s imagination as the go-
to force. 

“You can’t pick up a paper without seeing some reference 
to special operations forces, and I am very proud of that fact,” 
Adm. William McRaven, who heads U.S. Special Operations 
Command, said earlier this month. 

Navy SEAL elite amphibious operators cornered and 
killed Osama Bin Laden in May, and most recently, rescued 
hostages who had been held by Somali pirates. Special 
operations forces, which include Army, Air Force and Marine 
Corps components, also are key players in the Obama 
administration’s counterterrorism campaign involving strikes 
with unmanned drones. 

Obama’s 2012 Defense Strategic Guidance says special 
operations forces will increasingly be relied upon to "help 
address national security threats and challenges on a global 
scale ... given their ability to operate in a wide range of 
environments and undertake tactical actions that produce 
strategic effects," notes Rick “Ozzie” Nelson, director of the 
homeland security and counterterrorism program at the Center 
for Strategic and International Studies. 

In addition, McRaven recently has requested that U.S. 
SOCOM receive greater authorities to deploy SOF and launch 
operations across the globe. “Such authorities would allow 
SOF capabilities to be brought to bear with greater speed and 
flexibility in regions such as Africa, Asia, and Latin America,” 
Nelson says. If McRaven’s proposal is accepted, it would 
“solidify SOF’s increasingly prominent position as a truly 
global force.” 

SOCOM is the only major component of the U.S. military 
that is growing in size and budget. 

The expanding clout of special operations forces, 
however, should not be seen as coming at the expense of the 
Marine Corps’ traditional role in crisis response, said Lt. Gen. 
Richard Mills, Marine Corps deputy commandant for combat 
development and integration. 

There is no SOF intrusion into Marine turf, Mills said 
Feb. 15 following a speech at the Defense Strategies 
Institute’s Expeditionary Operations Summit, in Washington, 
D.C. 

“I am a big believer in special operations forces,” Mills 
said. “They’re great. But they do what they do.” 

As to who gets to be the nation’s go-to 911 force, it 
depends, he said. “If you say they’re a crisis response force, I 
would say, what crisis? … When you look at the whole 

spectrum of what a crisis can be, it can anything from 
humanitarian relief, natural disaster response, terrorism, civil 
war.” 

Special operations forces “fit in someplace there but there 
are cases when you need a different force with different 
capabilities,” Mills said. “The capabilities we provide are 
unique. I don’t think you deploy special operations forces to a 
disaster relief operation, I don’t think you deploy special 
operators to a peacekeeping situation where you need forces 
on the ground to stabilize a crisis.” 

The Marine Corps, “with all due modesty, provides a 
much longer, much wider capability,” Mills said. “We become 
more valuable as a general purpose force, as a crisis response 
force for the entire spectrum” of crises, he added. 

Mills, who previously served as commander of the I 
Marine Expeditionary Force (Forward)/Regional Command 
Southwest in Afghanistan, has only praise for special 
operators. 

“I watched special forces in Afghanistan absolutely 
decimate the leadership of the insurgency … with pinpoint 
accurate surgical strikes. They did a tremendous job and 
continue to do a tremendous job within their band.” 

Mills noted that the Marine Corps, despite overall force 
cutbacks planned for the next five years, will be increasing the 
ranks of Marine Corps Special Operations Command. 

 
Are You Ready for the PFA? by Jeremy D. Jones from 

Navy Medicine Live, February 14 
Hospital Corpsman 3rd Class Jeremy D. Jones is Branch 

Health Clinic Parris Island, S.C. HM3 Jones holds a Master 
of Science degree and is a National Academy of Sports 
Medicine Certified Physical Trainer. 

Considering that the Physical Fitness Assessment (PFA) 
is right around the corner, “why stay physically fit?” is an easy 
question for us Navy folk to answer. For one, our fitness levels 
can affect how valuable we are to the Navy. Three PFA 
failures and we become less valuable or a risk to the Navy for 
retention. In my opinion, Sailors are the Navy’s most valuable 
asset. Knowing this, every Sailor has the responsibility to keep 
themselves in good physical condition. Secondly, the benefits 
from being physically fit are amazing, such as less anxiety 
when it comes to PFA time, lower blood pressure, more 
energy, increased brain activity, reduced risk of heart disease, 
increased work performance, decreased likelihood of 
developing diabetes, and better control and maintenance of 
body weight. These benefits are worth the 30 minutes to an 
hour spent in the gym a few days each week.Personally, I do 
not wait until the 10-week notice to be posted to start 
preparing for the PFA. Waiting until the notice is only going 
to put added stress on you and your body when it comes to 
preparing for the pushups, sit-ups, and 1.5 mile run. The best 
way to stay prepared is to always be prepared. What I mean by 
always being prepared is if your commanding officer asks you 
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to take the PFA tomorrow you would be able to pass it with no 
problem. If you are unable to pass the PFA on a moment’s 
notice then you need to rethink your preparation strategy. Here 
are a few pointers to help you better prepare for the PFA: 

1. Make your mind up that you want to be healthy and 
physically fit. This is the single most important step 
to beginning the journey of increasing your health 
and fitness levels. For example, if you are okay with 
being unhealthy and failing the PFA, then you have a 
greater chance of continuing to be unhealthy and 
failing the PFA. However, if you make your mind up 
that you want to be healthy and physically fit your 
chance of success at bettering your health and fitness 
increases tremendously. 

2. Conduct a self-assessment. This will include 
analyzing your previous PFA statistics to determine 
where you need the most work, weighing yourself, 
and doing a mock PFA. Once you have a baseline of 
your current abilities you will be able to move on to 
the next step of challenging yourself. 

3. Challenge yourself. This will include setting 
individual goals that are difficult, but not 
unattainable. Each new challenge that is overcome 
will allow for the most growth mentally and 
physically. Always remember that growth depends on 
your ability to challenge yourself and learn from your 
mistakes. 

4. Look for support. Support is everywhere in the Navy 
and in your life if you are willing to look for it. 
Surround yourself with people who value fitness and 
that are willing to help you on your journey. These 
people may include family members, friends, co-
workers, command fitness leaders, or anyone who 
values a healthy lifestyle. 

The above steps are an excellent way to prepare for the 
PFA. I have personally lived by these four steps since joining 
the military four years ago, which has resulted in never getting 
less than an outstanding on the test. I also try to encourage 
Sailors within my department at Branch Health Clinic Parris 
Island, S.C. to follow the above steps. One Sailor within my 
department received his first outstanding on his PFA after 
being in the Navy for over 14 years with these steps. I cannot 
guarantee results as good as the above Sailor’s, but I can 
guarantee improvement if you are willing to assess yourself, 
challenge yourself and look for support. Good luck shipmates! 

 
Your Navy TODAY from Navy Live, February 15 
On any given day, in your Navy, our team of more than 

600,000 professional Sailors and Civilians are working 
together around the globe to perform our mission: deter 
aggression and, if deterrence fails, win our Nation’s wars. It is 
not possible to share every aspect of this global team but, 
through this blog, we offer you a glimpse of what these men 
and women do. 

 Ships from the John C. Stennis Carrier Strike Group 
transit the Pacific Ocean during a photo exercise. The 
John C. Stennis Strike Group is operating in the U.S. 
3rd Fleet area of operations while on a seven-month 
deployment. 

 Indian navy Leading Seaman Clearance Diver 2nd 
Class YK Sharma jumps from the Military Sealift 
Command fleet ocean tug USNS Sioux (T-ATF 171) 
while diving off the coast of Oahu, Hawaii during 
Salvage Exercise (SALVEX) 2012. SALVEX is part 
of a recurring diving exchange between U.S. and 
Indian navy divers to enhance interoperability and to 
share best practices. 

 Flight deck crew members conduct a helicopter in-
flight refueling (HIFR) with an MH-60R Sea Hawk 
helicopter from the "Raptors" of Helicopter Strike 
Maritime Squadron (HSM) 71, aboard the Arleigh 
Burke-class guided-missile destroyer USS Pinckney 
(DDG 91). Pinckney is a part of the John C. Stennis 
Carrier Strike Group and is operating in the U.S. 7th 
Fleet area of responsibility conducting maritime 
security operations. 

 Aviation Boatswain's Mates (Handling) Airmen, 
Brianna Luttrell, from Bonanza, Ore., and Matthew 
Page, from Boston, view the aircraft carrier USS 
Ronald Reagan (CVN 76) from the ground level of 
its dry dock. Ronald Reagan is in Bremerton, Wash., 
for a regularly scheduled docked-planned incremental 
availability maintenance period. 

View Gallery (4 Photos) 
 
Faces of the Fleet from Navy Live, February 15 
“Faces of the Fleet” takes a look at YOUR Navy 

operating forward. These images represent the greatest Sailors 
in the greatest Navy in the world leading from the deck plates, 
and completing missions around the globe. This is your fleet 
and these are your Sailors! Hooyah, Navy!! 

 Lt. Cmdr. Suzanne Schang, commanding officer of 
the mine countermeasure ship USS Patriot (MCM 7) 
and CMDCM Mike Kaszubowski receive a 
welcoming gift from community members as Patriot 
arrives in Hakodate for a goodwill port visit. 

 Sailors remove a RIM-7 Sea Sparrow missile from a 
NATO Sea Sparrow Missile System. 

 OSSN Michael Scottolavino plots and reports surface 
contacts aboard the amphibious transport dock ship 
USS Denver (LPD 9). 

 ABEAN Miguel Bahena greases a jet blast deflector. 

 ET3 Chris Elmendorf, assigned to the Combat 
Systems Department aboard the Nimitz-class aircraft 
carrier USS Carl Vinson (CVN 70), tests the 
connectivity of a circuit board. 

 Lt. Cmdr. Joshua Keever, a pilot assigned to Strike 
Fighter Squadron (VFA) 113, gives a thumbs-up to 
his plane captain. 

 A USS Bonhomme Richard (LHD 6) Sailor salutes 
the USS Midway (CV 41) as the ship passes through 
San Diego Bay. 

 Lt. Brian W. Ferguson, center, secures a Sailor to a 
stretcher during a medical drill aboard the aircraft 
carrier USS George H.W. Bush (CVN 77). 
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 A Sailor signals to the on-scene leader during a 
general quarters training exercise aboard the Nimitz-
class aircraft carrier USS John C. Stennis (CVN 74). 

 Lt. Cmdr. Dave Hecht gives distinguished visitors 
from United Nations Command a tour of flight deck 
control aboard the nuclear-powered aircraft carrier 
USS George Washington (CVN 73). 

 PS1 Dwayne Smith, assigned to the guided-missile 
destroyer USS Pinckney (DDG 91), shows OS3 
Joshua Bradley proper movement with the M4-A1 
carbine. 

View Gallery (11 Photos) 
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This Week in the War of 1812: 
On July 17, 1812, USS Constitution outran a British squadron in the eastern Atlantic. Under the command 
of Isaac Hull, the ship was en route to join Commodore John Rogers in New York. Off the New Jersey coast, 
British warships HMS Aeolus, HMS Africa, HMS Belvidera, HMS Guerriere and HMS Shannon began to 
pursue Constitution. Hull proved to be a formidable leader as he outmaneuvered the ships in a chase that 
lasted 50 hours. For more information on the War of 1812, visit hhttttpp::////wwwwww..oouurrffllaaggwwaassssttiilllltthheerree..oorrgg// 

  
TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Mabus: Congress Won't Derail Navy's Plan To Increase Use Of Biofuels 
(STARS AND STRIPES 16 JUL 12) ... Erik Slavin 

YOKOSUKA NAVAL BASE, Japan — The Navy’s plan to use alternative fuels for half of its fleet by 2020 will proceed, despite 
defense bill markups in both houses of Congress that could block military spending on such forms of power, the service’s top civilian 
said Monday. 

 
2. Working Together To Build The Future Fleet 
(CHIEF OF NAVAL OPERATIONS BLOG 13 JUL 12) ... Adm. Jonathan W. Greenert 

The next few years offer a great opportunity to set the direction of our future Navy. 
 

3. Navy Official Set To Visit Everett Tuesday 
(EVERETT (WA) HERALD 16 JUL 12) 

Assistant Secretary of the Navy Juan M. Garcia III plans to visit the Sailors and pilots of Naval Station Everett and Whidbey 
Island Naval Air Station on Tuesday to talk about personal readiness. 

 
4. U.S. Navy To Begin Test Of Biofuel-Mixed Marine, Jet Fuel In Pacific Rim 
(PLATTS 13 JUL 12) ... Atsuko Kawasaki 

WASHINGTON, D.C. -- The U.S. Navy next week plans to send vessels and aircraft from Hawaii to the Pacific Rim to test the 
performance of 50/50 biofuel-blended fuel, the Truman National Security Project said Thursday. 

 
5. Naval #Energy Efficiencies Fact Sheet from Navy Live, July 15 
(NAVY LIVE BLOG 15 JUL 12) 

Supporting SECNAV’s energy goals, the Department of the Navy is pursuing science and technology investments in energy 
distribution and control, energy storage, and power generation and loads – all with an eye toward enhancing our war fighting 
capability. Below are just five of the new technologies the Navy is showcasing with the Great Green Fleet demonstration in 2012. 

 
6. Sailors Drop Anchor Today For Navy Week 
(SACRAMENTO BEE 16 JUL 12) ... Mary Lynne Vellinga 

Despite the capital's total lack of oceanfront property, Sacramento Navy Week kicks off today and lasts through Sunday with a 
number of events that provide area residents an opportunity to meet sailors and learn about the Navy's relevance to national security. 

 
7. Oft-Overlooked War Of 1812 Shaped Wisconsin's Destiny 
200 years later, various commemorations are planned 
(MILWAUKEE JOURNAL-SENTINEL 12 JUL 12) ... Meg Jones 

Aside from the White House torched by British soldiers and maybe the Battle of New Orleans, few people know anything about 
the War of 1812. 
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CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
8. Singapore Navy Takes Part In RIMPAC Off Coast Of Hawaii 
(CHANNEL NEWS ASIA (SINGAPORE) 15 JUL 12) ... Claire Huang 

SINGAPORE: The Republic of Singapore Navy (RSN) is taking part in a multilateral exercise off the coast of Hawaii. The 
maritime exercise called Rim of the Pacific (RIMPAC) started in late June and is expected to end in August. 

 
9. RIMPAC 2012 Conducts Sink Exercise 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 16 JUL 12) ... Rim of Pacific Public Affairs 

PACIFIC OCEAN -- A live-fire exercise, part of Rim of the Pacific (RIMPAC) 2012, sank the deactivated ship USNS Niagara 
Falls (T-AFS-3) in waters 15,480 feet deep, 63 miles southwest of Kauai, Hawaii, about 11:31 a.m., July 14. 

 
10. VAQ-132 Begins Deployment Aboard NAF Misawa 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 14 JUL 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Pedro A. Rodriguez, Naval Air Facility Misawa 
Public Affairs 

NAVAL AIR FACILITY MISAWA, Japan -- Electronic Warfare Squadron (VAQ) 132 arrived at Naval Air Facility Misawa, 
July 14, 2012, and will begin a six-month deployment in support of U.S. 7th Fleet. 

 
11. Defense Official Receives U.S. Guest 
Vietnamese Navy Commander Discusses Cooperation With U.S. Pacific Fleet Commander 
(VIENAM NEWS AGENCY 13 JUL 12) 

HAI PHONG -- Deputy Minister of Defence, Admiral Nguyen Van Hien, who is also the Vietnam People's Navy Commander, on 
July 13 received Admiral Cecil D. Haney, Commander of the U.S. Pacific Fleet on his visit to Vietnam . 

 
12. Operation Martillo – Fast Boasts, Ships Preferred By Drug Dealers 
Part 4 in a series 
(UNIVISION 12 JUL 12) ... Ricardo Arambarri 

Anchor: In the 1980's, drugs arrived secretly into the United States by air in planes, and on the sea in speedboats. It was known as 
the era of the Marimberos in Miami, and the famous TV series, "Miami Vice." Today, this shipments by speedboat are becoming more 
frequent in the Caribbean, and above all, in the Pacific, near the coast of Colombia. Ricardo Arambarri continues reporting from a 
warship and Operation Martillo. 

 
13. C4F Attends Military Power Seminar In Colombia 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 13 JUL 12) ... U.S. 4th Fleet Public Affairs 

BOGOTÁ, Colombia -- Rear Adm. Sinclair Harris, commander, U.S. Naval Forces Southern Command and U.S. 4th Fleet 
(COMUSNAVSO/C4F) attended a military power seminar at the Colombian War College in Bogotá, Colombia, July 12. 

 
14. Navy Creates Antiterrorist Unit With SEALs 
U.S. Navy SEALs Train Members of Uruguayan Antiterrorist Unit 
(MONTEVIDEO EL PAIS (URUGUAY) 15 JUL 12) 

The Uruguayan Navy has just ended training of an elite counterterrorist operations unit under the best-trained team in the world: 
U.S. Navy Seals [as published throughout item]. 

 
15. SB12 Doctors Visit Ukrainian Military Hospital In Odessa 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 13 JUL 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Caitlin Conroy, Commander, U.S. Naval Forces 
Europe-Africa/U.S. 6th Fleet Public Affairs 

ODESSA, Ukraine -- Exercise Sea Breeze 2012 (SB12) medical staff visited the Military Medical Clinical Center of the Southern 
Region (MMCC-SR) of Ukraine in Odessa for an educational opportunity, July 11. 

 

GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
16. Battle For The Pacific: Naval Arms Race In The China Sea 
(TORONTO STAR 14 JUL 12) ... Rick Westhead 

ABOARD THE USS CARL VINSON—U.S. Navy Capt. Rick Labranche streaks across the horizon at 1,000 kilometres an hour 
in his F-18 Hornet strike fighter. 

 
17. Sea Dispute Upends Asian Summit 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 14 JUL 12) ... Patrick Barta and Carlos Tejada 

China's efforts to assert its claims to the disputed South China Sea got a boost as regional talks to resolve the issue broke down 
despite U.S. support, even as Beijing made fresh moves that underscore its increasing presence in the region. 
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18. China Frigate Heads Home, Averts S.China Sea Standoff 
(REUTERS 15 JUL 12) ... Manuel Mogato and Ben Blanchard 

MANILA/BEIJING -- A Chinese frigate grounded in disputed waters close to the Philippines was refloated on Sunday and 
headed back home, averting a possible standoff with the Philippines navy amid rising tensions in the strategically key South China 
Sea. 

 
19. U.S. Pacific Chief Affirms Commitment To Philippines 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 16 JUL 12) 

The head of U.S. forces in the Pacific reaffirmed American commitment to support the Philippines Monday, amid the country's 
continuing territorial dispute with China. 

 
20. U.S. Admiral Queries Australian Defence Spending 
WARNING: Admiral Samuel Locklear says spending cannot rely on economic good times. 
(CANBERRA TIMES (AUSTRALIA) 14 JUL 12) ... Daniel Flitton 

The top U.S. commander in the Pacific has noted defence spending in Australia has slipped below America's European allies and 
warned military planning cannot be turned on or off when economies go bad. 

 
21. Under Diplomatic Strain, Japan Recalls Envoy In Dispute With China Over Islands 
(NEW YORK TIMES 16 JUL 12) ... Martin Fackler 

TOKYO — Japan temporarily recalled its ambassador to China on Sunday in response to renewed friction over a disputed island 
group, while it faces discord with its allies South Korea and the United States over women forced to work in Japanese brothels during 
World War II. 

 
22. Taiwan Missile Muscle Proves Impressive 
(DEFENSE NEWS 16 JUL 12) ... Wendell Minnick 

JIOUPENG, Taiwan — Missile tests in a recent Taiwan military exercise demonstrated far greater Air Force ability and 
confidence in countering air and naval threats since a disastrous 2011 missile exercise. 

 
23. Iran Parliamentarians Call For Nuclear Ships 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 15 JUL 12) ... Ali Akbar Dareini 

TEHRAN, Iran — A Iranian parliamentary committee has approved a bill requiring the government to design nuclear-powered 
merchant ships and provide them with nuclear fuel, an Iranian news agency reported Sunday. 

 
24. Iran Issues New Oil Blockade Warning 
(REUTERS 14 JUL 12) ... Yeganeh Torbati 

DUBAI -- Iran could prevent even "a single drop of oil" passing through the Strait of Hormuz if its security is threatened, a naval 
chief said on Saturday, as tensions simmer over Tehran's nuclear programme. 

 
25. UAE Opens Pipeline To Bypass Strait Of Hormuz 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 15 JUL 12) ... Adam Schreck - The Associated Press 

DUBAI, United Arab Emirates — The United Arab Emirates on Sunday inaugurated a much-anticipated overland oil pipeline that 
bypasses the Strait of Hormuz, giving the OPEC member insurance against Iranian threats to block the strategic waterway. 

 
26. Pakistan, Indonesia Navy Chiefs Discusses Maritime Security 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS OF PAKISTAN 13 JUL 12) 

ISLAMABAD -- Chief of Naval Staff Admiral Muhammad Asif Sandila on Friday [13 July] called on Indonesian Defence 
Minister Purnomo Yusgiantore and discussed maritime security in Indian Ocean as well as around Malacca Strait. 

 
27. Market Grows for Smaller Maritime Patrol Aircraft 
(DEFENSE NEWS 16 JUL 12) ... Tom Hington 

FARNBOROUGH, England — Spurred on by moves to replace the world's aging fleet of P-3 Orions, shrinking budgets and a 
growing need to patrol coasts, defense firms are queuing up to offer smaller maritime patrol and top-end maritime surveillance 
aircraft, often based on commercial platforms. 

 
28. Canada’s Shrinking Navy Still Valued By Allies, Analysts Say 
(TORONTO STAR 14 JUL 12) ... Rick Westhead 

Canada’s navy isn’t exactly a juggernaut. According to Michael Hennessy, a professor of naval history at the Royal Military 
College in Kingston, the Canadian navy has 33 commissioned vessels but only 14 fighting ships. 
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PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
29. Chief Of Naval Personnel Visits Naval Station Rota 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 13 JUL 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Travis Alston and Morgan Over, Naval Station 
Rota, Spain Public Affairs Office 

ROTA, Spain -- Chief of Naval Personnel (CNP) Vice Adm. Scott R. Van Buskirk, visited Naval Station (NAVSTA) Rota, Spain, 
July 13, to look at base operations and address base personnel on topics including, Perform to Serve, workforce stabilization and the 
value of the Navy remaining a force of top performers. 

 
30. Sub Forces Leader: Stress Integrity To Combat Recent Failures 
(NAVY TIMES 23 JUL 12) ... Sam Fellman 

Failing to report hazing. Failing to lead. Falling down drunk. Fraternization. These are four stumbles that have cost top submarine 
enlisted Sailors their jobs in the past six months, as the normally silent service outpaces much larger Navy communities in the tally of 
fired senior enlisted and commanding officers. Two sub captains have been canned this year, as well. 

 
31. Richardson Nominated As Naval Nuclear Propulsion Director 
(DEFENSE NEWS 13 JUL 12) ... Christopher P. Cavas 

Vice Adm. John Richardson, commander of the U.S. Navy’s Atlantic Fleet submarine force, was nominated July 13 for a fourth 
star and to become the next director of the Naval Nuclear Propulsion Program. 

 
32. Leading The Way 
Corpsman’s tough love helps young Sailors find success 
(NAVY TIMES 23 JUL 12) ... Joshua Stewart 

PORTSMOUTH, Va. — During a brief tour of the naval hospital here, one detail about the giant facility is clear: Hospital 
Corpsman 1st Class (SW) Maria Decena-Taylor is very well-known. In the 10 minutes it took for her to lead this reporter from the 
center’s front door to her small office, the sailor was stopped nine times. 

 
33. Navy Releases Voluntary Sea Duty Program Update 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 13 JUL 12) ... Navy Personnel Command Public Affairs 

MILLINGTON, Tenn. -- Navy released additional guidance for the Voluntary Sea Duty Program (VSDP) which provides 
incentives to Sailors who extend at sea or return to sea duty early officials said, July 13. 

 
34. Navy SEALs Look To Attract More Minority Recruits 
San Diego Area Targeted By New Navy Outreach Campaign 
(KGTV ABC SAN DIEGO 13 JUL 12) ... Michael Chen 

SAN DIEGO -- San Diego is one of three areas being targeted in a new marketing campaign that could lead to some very visible 
changes inside the Navy SEALs. 

 
35. Whiting Instructor Pilot Saves Swimmer In Distress 
(PENSACOLA NEW JOURNAL 13 JUL 12) ... Louis Cooper 

A Whiting Field Naval Air Station instructor pilot saved the life of a swimmer in distress Sunday at Pensacola Beach, according 
to a news release from Whiting. 

 
36. Sailor Dies After Fall From USS George Washington 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 15 JUL 12) ... U.S. 7th Fleet Public Affairs 

HONG KONG -- A Sailor aboard the aircraft carrier USS George Washington (CVN 73) died after falling overboard onto an 
adjacent services barge at 6:43 p.m., July 14, while the ship is at anchor in Hong Kong Harbor. 

 
37. Civilian Diver From Va. Beach Dies At Naval Station 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 14 JUL 12) ... Kate Wiltrout 

NORFOLK -- A civilian contractor died Friday during a dive operation at Norfolk Naval Station. 
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FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
38. Pentagon's Second In Charge Has Strategy For Saying 'No' 
Carter oversees downsizing of U.S. military 
(BOSTON GLOBE 16 JUL 12) ... Bryan Bender 

WASHINGTON -- Neat piles of briefing books and red folders stamped "top secret” blanket the large oak desk that once 
belonged to General George S. Patton. The national monuments are visible through blast-resistant windows. Steps away, in the 
custody of a one- star general, are the protocols for ordering the shoot down of a hijacked airliner. 

 
39. GOP Leaders Push Back On Simply Delaying DoD Cuts 
(DEFENSE DAILY 16 JUL 12) ... Emelie Rutherford 

Republican leaders in the House and Senate told President Barack Obama they would not support delaying the start of so-called 
sequestration cuts next January that could slice $500 billion off planned Pentagon spending over the next decade. 

 
40. White House Holds 'Pep Talk' On Biofuels 
(THE HILL 114 JUL 12) ... Zack Colman 

Sensing increasing resistance to a Navy biofuels testing program, the White House on Wednesday convened biofuels proponents 
for a strategy session about the energy source. 

 
41. LCS: Quick Swap Concept Dead 
U.S. Navy Revising Ships' Operational Plans 
(DEFENSE NEWS 16 JUL 12) ... Christopher P. Cavas 

The original idea for the littoral combat ship (LCS) envisioned modular mission packages that could be rapidly swapped, so one 
ship could change missions easily from mine warfare, for example, to anti-submarine warfare over the course of a single deployment. 

 
42. One Ship Down, One To Go at Avondale 
(DEFENSE NEWS 16 JUL 12) ... Christopher P. Cavas 

Irwin Edenzon, president of the Ingalls Shipbuilding division of Huntington Ingalls Industries, oversees two major shipyards 
along the Gulf of Mexico. The company is in the process of closing down the Avondale yard at New Orleans, and after the LPD 17-
class amphibious ship Somerset is delivered in early 2014, Avondale will close and all ship-building operations will shift to the Ingalls 
yard at Pascagoula, Miss. 

 
43. Cutbacks In U.S. Military Failed To Deliver Promised Savings 
(HOUSTON CHRONICLE 14 JUL 12) ... Stewart M. Powell 

WASHINGTON – The largest overhaul of the U.S. military base structure in history disrupted countless lives and jobs across 
Texas and the nation but failed to bring the multibillion-dollar savings promised by the White House, the Pentagon and Congress. 

 
44. JPEO JTRS Hits Turning Point, DoD Approves Reorganization 
(DEFENSE DAILY 16 JUL 12) ... Ann Roosevelt 

The Defense Department plans to turn over radio program responsibilities with the primary tactical radio requirements, after 
nearly a decade of effort to develop next-generation software-defined radios under the Joint Program Executive Office Joint Tactical 
Radio System (JPEO JTRS). 

 
45. CBO: Pentagon Underestimates Spending By 4.7 Percent 
(DEFENSE NEWS 13 JUL 12) ... Marcus Weisgerber 

In its 2013 budget proposal, the Pentagon has underestimated how much its five-year spending plan will cost by $123 billion, or 
4.7 percent, according to a Congressional Budget Office (CBO) report. 

 

BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
46. Blue Angels Fans Brave The Rain At Pensacola Beach Air Show 
(PENSACOLA NEWS JOURNAL 15 JUL 12) ... Rhema Thompson 

Whether it was folks celebrating generations of being Blue Angels fans or Blues novices looking to start a new tradition, a little 
soggy weather was not enough to deter the masses from this year’s Pensacola Beach Air Show. 

 
47. Navy Ships To Visit Milwaukee To Commemorate War Of 1812 
(MILWAUKEE JOURNAL-SENTINEL 13 JUL 12) ... Jackie Loohauis-Bennett 

Ships of the U.S. Navy, U.S. Coast Guard and Royal Canadian Navy will call Milwaukee their temporary home in August as part 
of the Navy's Commemoration of the Bicentennial of the War of 1812 and Navy Week. 
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48. USS Pasadena Crew And Families Receive 'New England Clam Bake' From Pasadena Foundation 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 14 JUL 12) ... Lt. Cmdr. Jennifer Cragg, Commander, Submarine Group 2 Public Affairs 

NEW CASTLE, N.H. -- The crew and families of the Los Angeles-class attack submarine USS Pasadena (SSN 752) were treated 
to a "New England Clam Bake" in New Castle by the Pasadena Foundation July 14. 

 
49. DoD’s Menu Makeover: Expect Ethnic Options, Spicier Food 
(NAVY TIMES 23 JUL 12) ... Joshua Stewart 

Shipboard chow may soon come with a Latin flavor or a dash of Asian pepper under a plan to create a healthier, more diverse 
menu for Sailors and other service members. 

 
50. NS Newport Hosts STEM Summer Camp 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 13 JUL 12) ... Lisa Rama, Naval Station Newport Public Affairs 

NEWPORT, R.I. -- Naval Station Newport hosted 29 high school juniors and seniors, July 9 - 13, for a five-day Science, 
Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM) camp codenamed, Starbase Poseidon. 

 
51. Naval Sea Corp Teaches Teens Military, Leadership Skills At Saginaw Valley State University 
(SAGINAW (MI) NEWS 13 JUL 12) ... Emily Pfund 

KOCHVILLE TOWNSHIP, MI — While many of their peers are sleeping in and relaxing this summer, 50 teens in the Naval Sea 
Corps have woken up early every day this week to learn how to march, shoot guns and fight fires at a training camp at Saginaw Valley 
State University. 

 
52. Senators To Honor Firefighters For Miami Response 
(PORTSMOUTH (NH) HERALD 15 JUL 12) 

PORTSMOUTH — U.S. Sens. Jeanne Shaheen, D-N.H., and Kelly Ayotte, R-N.H., will recognize local firefighters on Monday, 
July 16, for their successful response to the USS Miami fire at Portsmouth Naval Shipyard in May. 

 

NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
53. Cole Shipmates, Families Await Justice 12 Years On 
Alleged bombing mastermind faces hearing Tuesday 
(WASHINGTON TIMES 16 JUL 12) ... Kristina Wong 

The Navy destroyer was moored for a routine refueling stop at the Port of Aden in Yemen on a Thursday morning when two men 
in a small civilian boat approached. They smiled and waved at crew members as they guided their vessel toward the port side of the 
ship. 

 
54. U.S. Air Force Tests Biofuel At $59 Per Gallon 
(REUTERS 15 JUL 12) ... David Alexander 

WASHINGTON -- The U.S. Navy angered Republicans by spending $26 a gallon for biofuels for this week's Great Green Fleet 
demonstration, but the Air Force received little attention when it paid twice as much per gallon to test synthetic jet fuel last month. 

 
55. 'Core Values' Missing In Scandal's Wake 
(SAN ANTONIO EXPRESS-NEWS 15 JUL 12) ... Sig Christenson 

The Air Force has three core values, and they're drilled into recruits from their first hours of basic training. 
 

56. Obama Has Lunch With Military Wives In Virginia Beach 
(USA TODAY 13 JUL 12) ... Aamer Madhani, 

VIRGINIA BEACH, Va.—President Obama kicked off a day of campaigning by having lunch with a small group of military 
wives here. 

 
57. TriWest Gives Up Fight To Keep Tricare Contract 
(NAVY TIMES 12 JUL 12) ... Patricia Kime 

TriWest Healthcare Alliance, the company that managed the Tricare West Region contract for 16 years, has decided to throw in 
the towel. 

 
58. Study Calls For Better Assessment Of Government P.T.S.D. Programs 
(NEW YORK TIMES 14 JUL 12) ... James Dao 

In the first comprehensive review of the government's programs for treating post-traumatic stress disorder in service members and 
veterans, a panel of experts recommended on Friday that the Defense Department and the Department of Veterans Affairs expand 
access to services, particularly for people in rural areas, in the National Guard or Reserves, or in combat zones. 
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59. Stand Down Gives Vets Something To Smile About 
Annual relief effort in San Diego focuses on providing dental care. 
(LOS ANGELES TIMES 16 JUL 12) ... Tony Perry 

SAN DIEGO -- Two dentists and two Navy dental corpsmen are working on the mouth of John Gardinier, an Army veteran who 
served in Vietnam and now lives in Tijuana near the clinic where he can get methadone for his drug addiction. 

 
60. New Steps To Reduce VA Claims Backlog 
(MILITARY UPDATE 13 JUL 12) ... Tom Philpott 

The Department of Veterans Affairs is processing more than a million disability compensation claims a year, for veterans of every 
age and era, whether they served in wartime or during periods of relative calm. 

 
61. Team Works To Recover Naval Plane That Crashed In 1944 Training Mission From Lake Michigan 
(OSHKOSH (WI) NORTHWESTERN 14 JUL 12) ... Laura K. Selenka 

Taras Lyssenko is eagerly awaiting an upcoming air venture on Lake Michigan. 
 

62. Former Naval Academy Athletes Face Tough Choice: Play Baseball Or Serve 
(MIAMI HERALD 16 JUL 12) ... Walter Villa 

Two former Naval Academy stars — center fielder Alex Azor of Miami Braddock and pitcher Preston Gainey of Fort 
Lauderdale’s Calvary Christian — are proving how much they love baseball. 

 
63. Week In Review Jul. 07, 2012 – Jul. 13, 2012 
(YOUTUBE 13 JUL 12) ... U.S. Navy 

Welcome to this week's U.S. Navy multimedia production featuring selected images from around the fleet received during the 
week of Jul. 07, 2012 – Jul. 13, 2012. 

 

OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
64. Pentagon Biofuels Effort Aids Energy Independence 
(POLITICO 15 JUL 12) ... Sen. Jeanne Shaheen and Sen. Susan Collins 

Our nation’s military has long demonstrated its ability to identify strategic national security challenges and then solve them in 
innovative ways. It’s disappointing that Congress may try to second-guess the Pentagon’s attempts to tackle one big problem: our 
dependence on foreign oil. 

 
65. Why It Is Important For NZ To Participate In RIMPAC Exercises 
(NATIONAL BUSINESS REVIEW (NEW ZEALAND) 14 JUL 12) ... Nathan Smith 

Hawaii is perhaps best known for its many surfers, the blonde-haired, non-threatening and docile creatures comfortably living on 
the waves. 

 
66. A Proper Pivot Toward Asia 
(WASHINGTON POST 15 JUL 12) ... Editorial 

Much of the recent talk about a pivot of U.S. policy toward Asia has been framed in terms of military containment of China. The 
United States has announced plans to station about 60 percent of its naval forces in the Pacific, up from 50 percent today. U.S. 
Marines are being sent to Darwin on Australia’s northern coast. The Philippines, Thailand and Vietnam have cautiously welcomed the 
possible return of the United States to bases that were abandoned after the Vietnam War. 

 
67. The South China Sea: From Bad To Worse 
(TIME 15 JUL 12) ... Kirk Spitzer 

TOKYO – Territorial disputes in the South China Sea are about to get a whole lot worse — and at the worst possible time. 
 

68. Outside Forces Complicate Disputes In South China Sea 
(GLOBAL TIMES (CHINA) 15 JUL 12) ... Wu Shicun 

Tensions have risen recently in the South China Sea amid disputes among nations in the area and there are people worrying that 
the situation will further escalate and even run out of control. The involvement of outside forces and provocations against China by 
other nations have made it more difficult to seek agreement over the issue. 

 
69. Two Very Troubled Fighter Jets 
(NEW YORK TIMES 15 JUL 12) ... Editorial 

Economic pressures are forcing justifiable cuts in military spending. The budget control act passed by Congress in 2011 mandated 
$480 billion in cuts over 10 years, with the possibility of $500 billion more in reductions, beginning next January. After a decade of 
unrestrained military spending, the Pentagon needs this rebalancing. 
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70. Size Matters 
Why the Pentagon should be thinking bigger (literally). 
(FOREIGN POLICY 13 JUL 12) ... Robert Haddick 

Admiral Jonathan Greenert, the chief of naval operations, has created a tempest with an article in the latest issue of Proceedings, 
published by the U.S. Naval Institute. Defense analysts have zeroed in on Greenert's assertion that U.S. adversaries will eventually be 
able to use unusual radar-wave forms and high-powered computing to find even the most elusive stealth aircraft. Many observers 
interpreted this acknowledgement by the Navy's top officer to be a crack in the Pentagon phalanx defending the troubled and hugely 
expensive F-35 Joint Strike Fighter program. 

 
71. The Few, The Proud, The Women 
(NEW YORK TIMES 16 JUL 12) ... Editorial 

Score one for fairness: the Marine Corps is about to let women take the Infantry Officer Course, a notoriously punishing test that 
prepares lieutenants to lead infantry platoons into combat. The course, as C. J. Chivers of The Times recently explained, requires 
students to endure extreme heat, stress, exhaustion and disorientation while staying mentally sharp — written exams are mixed among 
the physical ordeals — for 86 days. 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Mabus: Congress Won't Derail Navy's Plan To Increase Use Of Biofuels 
(STARS AND STRIPES 16 JUL 12) ... Erik Slavin 

YOKOSUKA NAVAL BASE, Japan — The Navy’s plan 
to use alternative fuels for half of its fleet by 2020 will 
proceed, despite defense bill markups in both houses of 
Congress that could block military spending on such forms of 
power, the service’s top civilian said Monday. 

Secretary of the Navy Ray Mabus said the service would 
ultimately persuade lawmakers to allow continued purchases 
of costly biofuels and other energy sources due to 
unpredictable oil prices and supplies. 

“I know we’ve got a lot of support in Congress,” Mabus 
told Stars and Stripes following a talk with Sailors at 
Yokosuka Naval Base. “People recognize that we’re not doing 
this for environmental reasons, we’re not doing it because it’s 
a good thing to do. We’re doing it to remove … one of the 
biggest vulnerabilities I see for us as a military and as a 
nation.” 

Mabus’ comments come just as the “Great Green Fleet” is 
presenting the largest display ever of biofueled naval power at 
the multinational Rim of the Pacific exercise in Hawaii this 
week. 

If the most current versions of the defense bill become 
law, the Navy may not see another green fleet for a very long 
time. 

The Navy spent $12 million — about $27 per gallon — 
on 450,000 gallons of fuel mixed from waste cooking oil and 
algae oil for the demonstration in Hawaii, according to service 
estimates. 

Over the next three years, the Defense and Agriculture 
departments plan to jointly spend $510 million on domestic 
biofuels in a White House-backed initiative. 

Although Mabus and other alternative-energy advocates 
say producing larger quantities and making technological 
progress will bring prices down, several key lawmakers have 
balked at costs much higher than those for petroleum and 
natural gas. 

In May, the House Armed Services Committee added 
language to the 2013 defense authorization bill preventing the 
Defense Department from buying anything that costs more 
than a “traditional fossil fuel.” 

During a closed-door session in June, their Senate 
committee counterparts added the same provision to their bill, 
then blocked the Defense Department from funding biofuel 

refineries without special authorization. The Senate move was 
more of a surprise, since it required some Democratic 
opposition to an initiative favored by President Barack 
Obama. 

“Now, look, I love green energy, so I am not against it. It 
is a matter of priorities,” Rep. Randy Forbes (R-Va.), told 
Mabus during a hearing in February. “You are not the 
secretary of energy, you are the secretary of the Navy.” 

Forbes said the money would be better spent on more 
ships and planes, especially given the Navy’s prominent role 
in the Pentagon’s emerging emphasis on the Asia-Pacific 
region. 

In March, Sen. John McCain (R-Ariz.) compared Mabus’ 
energy plans with the White House’s past backing of 
Solyndra, a now-bankrupt solar energy company that received 
$535 million in federal loan guarantees. 

“I don’t believe it’s the job of the Navy to be involved in 
building ... new technologies,” McCain later told Reuters. “I 
don’t believe we can afford it.” 

Mabus did not explain exactly how he would overcome 
the congressional markups. However, the Pentagon would 
likely have to gain support in Congress to either change or 
delete the spending restrictions in the 2013 defense bill prior 
to a floor vote or during conference committee, when both 
houses of Congress reconcile dual bills. 

On Monday, Mabus took his case to about 800 Sailors 
gathered at Yokosuka Fleet Theater. 

He acknowledged the high costs of biofuels but compared 
them to the startup costs inherent in other new technologies. 
Mabus then questioned the reliability of unspecified oil-
producing nations. 

“We would never let some of these countries that we buy 
oil and gas from build our ships, our aircraft, our ground 
vehicles — but we give them a say on whether the ships sail or 
the aircraft fly or the vehicles operate,” Mabus said. “We’ve 
got to have a stable, homegrown, American source of fuel.” 

Mabus planned to be in Hawaii on Tuesday to observe the 
USS Nimitz strike group. Other than the nuclear-powered 
Nimitz, the surface ships and aircraft in the strike group will 
all be operating on a 50/50 blend of petroleum-based and 
alternative fuels. 

Return to Index 
 

2. Working Together To Build The Future Fleet 
(CHIEF OF NAVAL OPERATIONS BLOG 13 JUL 12) ... Adm. Jonathan W. Greenert 

The next few years offer a great opportunity to set the 
direction of our future Navy. 

Our nation is coming out of two land wars in the Middle 
East, facing fiscal challenges and a series of geopolitical 
developments that will demand our Fleet be ready and be 
forward in a growing number of places around the world. To 
build a Fleet able to address these trends, we will need to work 
closely with our industry partners. In my nine months as CNO, 
I have seen encouraging dialogue between Navy and industry 
leaders on the capabilities we need and ways to provide them 
affordably and sustainably. Venues such as the Navy League’s 
Sea-Air-Space (SAS) Symposium this spring provided a 

terrific opportunity for these conversations to occur, as did the 
annual Surface Navy Association (SNA) Symposium and 
meetings sponsored by the Association of the U.S. Navy 
(AUSN). 

Since I took the watch, I have seen a steady improvement 
in the quality and timeliness of our ship construction, and a 
resurgence of innovative ideas to deliver warfighting 
capability. We need to continue this trend and expand it. In 
particular, as I describe in the July issue of the Proceedings of 
the U.S. Naval Institute we will need to shift our future 
capability development from a focus on platforms to more of a 
focus on payloads. 
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Shifting our focus in capability development from 
platforms to payloads will require the Navy and industry to 
work closely together. This approach will depend on industry 
coming forward with new payloads for existing platforms and 
ideas to adapt common hulls and airframes to new missions. It 
also requires Navy leaders to be clear in what is needed and 
how much funding is available. 

I appreciate the efforts of organizations which provide 
venues for communication between industry and the Navy. In 

particular, a special thanks to leaders such as Philip Dunmire 
and Dale Lumme of the Navy League, Adm. Jim Hogg (USN, 
Ret.) and Vice Adm. Ron Route (USN, Ret.) of SNA, and 
Rear Adm. Casey Coane (USN, Ret.) of AUSN who led the 
way to create opportunities for us, industry and our 
Congressional partners to discuss the best ways to address our 
shared challenges. I look forward to participating in more of 
these events - our Navy’s warfighting advantage depends on 
it. 

Return to Index 
 

3. Navy Official Set To Visit Everett Tuesday 
(EVERETT (WA) HERALD 16 JUL 12) 

Assistant Secretary of the Navy Juan M. Garcia III plans 
to visit the Sailors and pilots of Naval Station Everett and 
Whidbey Island Naval Air Station on Tuesday to talk about 
personal readiness. 

The federal 21st Century Sailor and Marine Initiative, 
Garcia's topic, is about safety, physical fitness, inclusion and 
continuum of service during a time of changes in budgets, 
defense strategies and personnel policy in the Navy and 
Marine Corps, a statement from Garcia's office said. 

Garcia, 46, is a former Texas state representative. He 
earned his law degree and master's degree in government at 
Harvard University. Garcia then reported to aviation officer 
candidate school and earned his "Wings of Gold" at Naval Air 
Station Corpus Christi, Texas. He was confirmed as assistant 
secretary of the Navy for manpower and reserve affairs in 
2009. 

More information on the 21st Century Sailor and Marine 
initiative is at www.21stcentury.navy.mil. 

Return to Index 
 

4. U.S. Navy To Begin Test Of Biofuel-Mixed Marine, Jet Fuel In Pacific Rim 
(PLATTS 13 JUL 12) ... Atsuko Kawasaki 

WASHINGTON, D.C. -- The U.S. Navy next week plans 
to send vessels and aircraft from Hawaii to the Pacific Rim to 
test the performance of 50/50 biofuel-blended fuel, the 
Truman National Security Project said Thursday. 

The testing, which starts on Tuesday, will run for six 
weeks, according to a spokesman. 

"More than 25,000 American Sailors and Marines will 
embark on the Navy's most ambitious energy plan yet," the 
Truman National Security Project said in a press release. 

The Navy aims to reduce its consumption of energy, 
decrease its reliance on foreign sources of oil and increase its 
use of alternative energy. 

The testing is part of a larger project, called "Great Green 
Fleet." 

For the test starting next week, the Navy has bought 
450,000 gal of 100% biofuel, which will be mixed with oil-
based marine diesel or aviation fuel. 

The biofuel is made of advanced algae oils and recycled 
cooking oil. 

Naval ships will use 350,000 gal of hydroprocessed, bio-
originated diesel blended with an equal amount of marine 
diesel oil. Naval aircraft will burn 100,000 gal of 

hydroprocessed renewable jet fuel blended with the same 
amount of jet fuel. 

The biofuel used by the fleet cost $26/gal, compared to 
about $4/gal for conventional fuel. 

The Navy has ramped up funding for home-grown 
renewable fuels over the past year, making $30 million 
available last month for companies planning to build or retrofit 
a commercial-scale biorefinery. 

Congressional Republicans have questioned spending on 
high-priced green fuels and are pushing to ban biofuels 
purchases in this year's defense policy bills. 

U.S. military veterans spoke at a forum hosted by the 
institute on Thursday to support the military's use of biofuel. 

Using biofuel is important to realize independence from 
fossil fuels, said Stephen Cheney, a former brigadier general 
in the Marine Corps. The U.S. is dependent on fossil fuels, 
part of which comes from the Middle East. "The prices are not 
driven by us, but the international market," he said on the 
sidelines of the forum. 

The purpose of using biofuel is for energy security and to 
diversify the sources of energy, Dan Nolan, a former colonel 
in the Army said. 

Return to Index 
 

5. Naval #Energy Efficiencies Fact Sheet from Navy Live, July 15 
(NAVY LIVE BLOG 15 JUL 12) 

Supporting SECNAV’s energy goals, the Department of 
the Navy is pursuing science and technology investments in 
energy distribution and control, energy storage, and power 
generation and loads – all with an eye toward enhancing our 
war fighting capability. Below are just five of the new 
technologies the Navy is showcasing with the Great Green 
Fleet demonstration in 2012. 

Stern Flaps 

 A Stern Flap is an extension of the hull bottom 
surface which extends aft of the transom. It is a 
relatively small steel plate appendage that is welded 
to the transom. 

 Stern Flaps modify the flow field under the hull 
afterbody, decreasing flow velocity and increasing 
pressure, resulting in reduced drag, reduced 
turbulence, and thus, reduced hull resistance. 
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 Stern Flaps have been proven, at sea, to increase 
propulsion efficiency and reduce exhaust emissions 
to foster significant fuel cost savings while increasing 
both ship speed and range. Stern Flaps decrease the 
strain on main engines, decrease propeller loading, 
cavitation, vibration and noise, and thereby increase 
the interval between engine overhauls and extend the 
service life of the propulsion machinery. 

 Stern Flaps are currently installed (or being installed) 
on Cruisers (CG 47 Class), Destroyers (DDG 51 
Class), and certain amphibious ships (LPD 4/17 
Classes, LHD 1 Class, and LSD 41/49 Classes). 

Gas Turbine Online Water Wash 

 Currently, U.S. Navy surface ship gas turbine 
generators and main propulsion engines are 
periodically shutdown and washed to improve 
compressor performance and extend operating life. 
The online water wash system allows the compressor 
wash to be performed while the engine is in 
operation. This extends the period between offline 
washes and improves performance in the interim. 

 For affordability, the online waterwash system 
utilizes and augments the existing offline wash 
equipment architecture. For each Ship Service Gas 
Turbine Generator (SSGTG) and Gas Turbine Main 
(GTM) engine, it consists of a set of nozzles, hoses 
and an automated 3-way diverter valve to send wash 
fluid to either online or offline nozzles. 

 Online water wash will reduce maintenance, improve 
starter life and reduce fuel consumption by extending 
the time between offline washes and keeping the 
compressor section of the gas turbine cleaner in the 
interim. 

 Installed on USS Prebble (DDG-88). 

View Clip (RT: 0:29) 
Smart Voyage Planning Decision Aid 

 Smart Voyage Planning Decision Aid (SVPDA) is a 
computer software application that will be used by 
the Navy’s Fleet Weather Centers in Norfolk and San 
Diego to push optimized ship routes to all Navy ships 
for both maximum fuel efficiency and safety. 

 SVPDA reduces energy consumption by exploiting 
real-time knowledge of the physical environment 
including: 

o Weather 

o Waves 

o Currents 

o Ship-specific hydrodynamic and propulsion data 

 SVPDA capitalizes on real-time data and computing 
power to plot routes with the potential to save 3% 
across the Fleet in annual fuel costs. 

Solid State Lighting 

 Light Emitting Diodes (LED) are replacements for 
incandescent and fluorescent lighting fixtures. SSL 
lamps are arrays of individual LEDs producing light 
at the same quality and brightness as legacy lamps 
with an increased lifespan. 

 All SSL replacements are engineered to meet military 
specification for lighting (MIL-DTL-16377) and are 
in the process of being qualified for shipboard use. 
Incandescent and berth lights will be replaced with 
fixture-form-fit-function SSL bulbs, and legacy 
fluorescent tubes will be replaced with SSL tubes. 

 SSL improves energy efficiency, saves fuel at-sea 
and saves shore power in-port. SSL also improves 
lamp lifespan, and drives down maintenance and 
sparing costs. Removal of mercury-containing 
fluorescent tubes drives down handling and storage 
costs 

 LED replacements, general illumination and task-
specific lighting throughout Navy Ships 

View Clip (RT: 1:00) 
Shipboard Energy Dashboard 

 Energy Dashboard is a shipboard tool that provides 
the Sailor with real-time situational awareness of the 
energy demand associated with equipment lineups 
and mission. 

 Energy Dashboard uses the Integrated Condition 
Assessment System (ICAS) to collect data from 
shipboard equipment. The Energy Dashboard 
includes the Fuel Management System (FMS), which 
assists pre-underway planning by recommending 
efficient equipment lineups. Energy Dashboard 
calculates and instantly displays daily energy 
consumption rates. 

 Energy Dashboard will raise awareness of how 
certain plant lineups and equipment affect fuel 
consumption rates. It will also build ownership in 
energy conservation efforts by showing how the 
actions of ship’s force can instantly and dramatically 
affect fuel consumption. 
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6. Sailors Drop Anchor Today For Navy Week 
(SACRAMENTO BEE 16 JUL 12) ... Mary Lynne Vellinga 

Despite the capital's total lack of oceanfront property, 
Sacramento Navy Week kicks off today and lasts through 
Sunday with a number of events that provide area residents an 
opportunity to meet sailors and learn about the Navy's 
relevance to national security. 

Throughout the week, Navy personnel will be at various 
locations, such as the Sacramento Zoo, the State Fair and 

Sunday's River Cats game, with educational displays and 
explosives demonstrations. 

Sacramento's Navy Week is one of 15 the military branch 
will hold throughout the the country this year. 

For more info: Go to www.navyweek.org and click on the 
Sacramento link. 
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Demonstrations Hosted By The Boys Scouts Of 
America, Golden Empire Council 

As part of 2012 Navy Week, don’t miss your chance to 
catch demonstrations by the Explosive Ordinance Disposal 
team including an interactive and fully operational robot and a 
76 lb bomb suit, view Navy Tour displays with Immersa-

Domes that give 180-degree simulations of the sights, sounds 
and smells of being on an aircraft carrier, and experience Blue 
Angel F/A-18 Flight Simulators that present a pilot’s 
perspective of an aircraft carrier take-off and landing 
combined with low level flying. 

Return to Index 
 

7. Oft-Overlooked War Of 1812 Shaped Wisconsin's Destiny 
200 years later, various commemorations are planned 
(MILWAUKEE JOURNAL-SENTINEL 12 JUL 12) ... Meg Jones 

Aside from the White House torched by British soldiers 
and maybe the Battle of New Orleans, few people know 
anything about the War of 1812. 

Well, except that it started in 1812. 
It's sort of become a cliché that the War of 1812, 

sandwiched between the Revolutionary and Civil wars, is the 
forgotten conflict. But here in Wisconsin, it was a turning 
point in the territory that wouldn't officially become a state for 
decades. 

And it was mostly over beaver pelts. 
"The British were forced to forever relinquish their 

control of the area. It was a bitter end to the British fur traders 
in Wisconsin," said Michael Douglass, director of Villa Louis 
state historical site in Prairie du Chien. 

To commemorate the bicentennial of the War of 1812, 
several events are planned in Wisconsin. They include a re-
enactment this weekend of the only War of 1812 battle fought 
on Wisconsin soil and a visit to Milwaukee by the Navy next 
month. 

Prairie du Chien in southwestern Wisconsin was 
strategically located between the American military garrison 
in St. Louis, Mo., and the British fort on Mackinac Island in 
Michigan. After war broke out in June 1812, the Great Lakes 
quickly fell under British control. Native American tribes were 
drawn into the conflict, and the lucrative fur trade in the Great 
Lakes region ground to a halt. 

Partly motivated by the desire to get the fur trade started 
again and end the war, American soldiers from St. Louis two 
years later built a fort at Prairie du Chien, a trading village 
since the 1750s. British fur traders saw this as an affront and 
sent an express canoe to Mackinac Island to complain to the 
British commander. 

The British sent a couple of soldiers and commissioned a 
fur trader to assemble a militia group, gathering Indians from 
several Wisconsin tribes as they traveled to Prairie du Chien. 
The group of 600 arrived on July 17, 1814. 

About 60 soldiers from the U.S. 7th Infantry were 
stationed at the fort in Prairie du Chien along with a gunboat 
in the Mississippi River. The British militia asked them to 
surrender. The Americans said no, then they started firing 
flintlock muskets and cannons at each other. 

"It wasn't a decisive battle per se; it didn't change the 
course of the war," said Douglass. "But it really does outline 
the conflict that existed out here. It's a wonderful history 
lesson." 

The 2 ½ -day battle ended when the American gunboat 
was forced to flee, leaving the 60 soldiers in the fort with no 
option but to surrender. It was a relatively bloodless battle. 
Two years later, the Americans returned to Prairie du Chien to 

build Fort Crawford. And at the end of the war through the 
Treaty of Ghent, British fur traders were booted from the 
Midwest. 

Nothing is left of the original fort, which was burned to 
the ground by the British. The battle was fought on what's now 
the lawn of the Villa Louis estate, constructed in 1870. 

On Saturday and Sunday, re-enactors portraying 
American, British and Indian fighters will stage narrated 
battles there. 

"At the end of the battle when the American flag comes 
down, you are struck with the notion it could have been 
different. It's always a little chilling for me," said Douglass. 
"We consider for a while there's this other side of Wisconsin 
history. British flags flew here in Wisconsin, and this war 
changed that." 

Now that the bicentennial of the War of 1812 is being 
commemorated through a series of re-enactments and 
commemorations, more folks might learn about it, said 
Thomas P. Curtis II, president of the Society of the War of 
1812 in Wisconsin. 

The descendants of War of 1812 soldiers and Sailors are 
fairly limited compared to those of the Revolutionary War and 
Civil War. Formed two decades ago in Wisconsin, the society 
has 15 members, with about half living in the Milwaukee area. 

"You ask the citizen on the street, you know anything 
about the War of 1812? You get a complete zero," said Curtis, 
of Menomonee Falls. 

Curtis is a descendant of Gen. Morgan Lewis, U.S. 
quartermaster who commanded American forces in the Battle 
of Fort George. He still has his ancestor's sword and a painting 
of Lewis holding the sword. 

Many U.S. naval traditions started with the War of 1812. 
Battles on Lake Erie and Lake Ontario prevented the British in 
Canada from taking New York City and large portions of U.S. 
territory, said Capt. Bill Seaman, chief of staff of Carrier 
Strike Group Two, based in Norfolk, Va. 

To commemorate the war, a large contingent of Sailors 
and ships will visit Milwaukee in August. Milwaukee will be 
the first stop on the Great Lakes tour with visits by the frigate 
USS De Wert, the coastal patrol ship Hurricane, the U.S. 
Coast Guard cutter Neah Bay and the Canadian Navy frigate 
HMCS Ville de Quebec. 

There will be an air show, exhibits and demonstrations by 
the Navy Dive Team and Navy "Leap Frogs" Parachute Team. 
In addition, there will be musical performances by the Navy 
Band and the U.S. Coast Guard Silent Drill Team; a Navy 
SEAL fitness challenge; and ship tours. 

The ships are scheduled to be in Milwaukee Aug. 8 to 14. 

Return to Index 
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CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
8. Singapore Navy Takes Part In RIMPAC Off Coast Of Hawaii 
(CHANNEL NEWS ASIA (SINGAPORE) 15 JUL 12) ... Claire Huang 

SINGAPORE: The Republic of Singapore Navy (RSN) is 
taking part in a multilateral exercise off the coast of Hawaii. 
The maritime exercise called Rim of the Pacific (RIMPAC) 
started in late June and is expected to end in August. 

The RSN sent its frigate, the RSS Formidable. 
Hosted by the United States Navy, the exercise has two 

phases. One is a shore planning phase and the other is a 24-
day sea phase. 

22 countries are taking part in the exercise, involving 40 
ships, six submarines, more than 200 aircraft and 25,000 
personnel. 

In the exercise, RSS Formidable commands a task unit, 
comprising four other warships from Australia, Canada, Japan 
and the U.S., to conduct combined anti-submarine and air 
defence missions, among others. 

The Republic's warship also carried out simultaneous 
live-firing of two Harpoon Surface-to-Surface missiles. 

Commanding Officer of the RSS Formidable, Lieutenant-
Colonel Ong Chee Wei, said: "Exercise RIMPAC is a good 
opportunity for the RSN to train with other established navies 
to perform complex maritime operations in a high intensity 
environment. 

"This year, the RSN is commanding a multinational task 
unit and this has allowed the RSN to enhance our 
engagements with other navies, strengthen professional 
understanding and interoperability with them." 

This year's Exercise RIMPAC also involves maritime 
forces from countries such as Australia, Canada, France, India, 
Indonesia, Japan, Malaysia, New Zealand, Norway, South 
Korea, the Philippines, Russia, Thailand, the United Kingdom 
and the United States. 
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9. RIMPAC 2012 Conducts Sink Exercise 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 16 JUL 12) ... Rim of Pacific Public Affairs 

PACIFIC OCEAN -- A live-fire exercise, part of Rim of 
the Pacific (RIMPAC) 2012, sank the deactivated ship USNS 
Niagara Falls (T-AFS-3) in waters 15,480 feet deep, 63 miles 
southwest of Kauai, Hawaii, about 11:31 a.m., July 14. 

A sink exercise (SINKEX) benefits the U.S. Navy and 
participating allies and partners by providing crews the 
opportunity to gain proficiency in tactics, targeting and live 
firing against surface targets, which enhances combat 
readiness of deployable units. 

"These exercises provide important opportunities for 
realistic at-sea training with live ordnance, conditions that 
cannot be duplicated otherwise," said Commander, U.S. 3rd 
Fleet Vice Adm. Gerald R. Beaman. 

Former Navy vessels used in SINKEXs are prepared in 
strict compliance with regulations prescribed and enforced by 
the Environmental Protection Agency. 

Strict environmental compliance is observed during all 
SINKEXs. Each SINKEX is required to sink the hulk in at 

least 1,000 fathoms (6,000 feet) and at least 50 nautical miles 
from land. 

Surveys are conducted to ensure that humans and marine 
mammals are not in an area where they could be harmed 
during the event. 

USS Niagara Falls (AFS 3) was a Mars-class combat 
stores ship commissioned in April 1967, decommissioned and 
transferred to Military Sealift Command in September 1994 as 
USNS Niagara Falls (T-AFS-3), and deactivated in September 
2008. 

Twenty-two nations, more than 40 ships and submarines, 
more than 200 aircraft and 25,000 personnel are participating 
in RIMPAC exercise from June 29 to Aug. 3, in and around 
the Hawaiian Islands. The world's largest international 
maritime exercise, RIMPAC provides a unique training 
opportunity that helps participants foster and sustain the 
cooperative relationships that are critical to ensuring the safety 
of sea lanes and security on the world's oceans. RIMPAC 
2012 is the 23rd exercise in the series that began in 1971. 
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10. VAQ-132 Begins Deployment Aboard NAF Misawa 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 14 JUL 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Pedro A. Rodriguez, Naval Air Facility Misawa 
Public Affairs 

NAVAL AIR FACILITY MISAWA, Japan -- Electronic 
Warfare Squadron (VAQ) 132 arrived at Naval Air Facility 
Misawa, July 14, 2012, and will begin a six-month 
deployment in support of U.S. 7th Fleet. 

The Oak Harbor, Wash.-based squadron, also known as 
the "Scorpions," flies the Navy's newest electronic attack 
aircraft: the EA-18G Growler. 

"The aircrafts' mission is to locate, identify, and jam 
enemy radars, and provide protection for joint forces," said 
Cmdr. Dave Kurtz, VAQ-132 executive officer, and a native 
of Coatesville, Penn. "It provides a whole new generation of 
capabilities, which includes advanced location of emitters, self 

defense through air-to-air weapons, and the ability to 
communicate with other aircraft, providing real-time 
information to help defend themselves. 

"With these advanced capabilities, it's far more advanced 
than anything we've ever seen before," he said. 

While deployed to NAF Misawa's northern-Japan locale, 
the squadron will integrate with existing U.S. and coalition 
forces. 

"While here, we'll provide airborne electronic attack 
capability for our coalition forces when called upon," said 
Cmdr. Jay Matzko, VAQ-132 commanding officer, and 
originally from Phoenix. "During our stay here in Misawa, we 
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will be training, continuing to build readiness, and if we are 
needed anywhere around the world, we will respond." 

Matzko also said his squadron is excited to operate 
alongside Japan's Air and Maritime Self-Defense Forces, as 
well as other regional partners within the 7th Fleet Area of 
Responsibility (AOR). 

"This is the first time that Navy Airborne Electronic 
Attack has been deployed to the PACOM (U.S. Pacific 
Command) AOR in a long time," said Matzko. "We are 
looking forward to being here, we are looking forward to 

supporting the joint and coalition forces when called upon, 
and we're ready to go." 

But while the Scorpions are mission ready, Kurtz said his 
Sailors are also eager to take some time to explore their host 
country. 

"Every single one of us is excited to be here; it is a whole 
different experience from previous deployments," he said. 
"We are looking forward to seeing the country, traveling on 
the Shinkansen, and enjoying everything Japan has to offer." 
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11. Defense Official Receives U.S. Guest 
Vietnamese Navy Commander Discusses Cooperation With U.S. Pacific Fleet Commander 
(VIENAM NEWS AGENCY 13 JUL 12) 

HAI PHONG -- Deputy Minister of Defence, Admiral 
Nguyen Van Hien, who is also the Vietnam People's Navy 
Commander, on July 13 received Admiral Cecil D. Haney, 
Commander of the U.S. Pacific Fleet on his visit to Vietnam . 

Hien reviewed the recent cooperation between Vietnam 
and the U.S., especially in the field of defence. 

He said the increasing defence cooperation between the 
two countries' naval commands in recent time accords with the 
development of the ties between the two countries. 

He spoke highly of the effective activities that have been 
achieved by the naval ships of both countries since Vietnam 
and the U.S. set up the mechanism of an annual bilateral 

exchange, and expressed his hope that Haney in his post will 
make more contributions to driving the defence ties between 
the two countries to a more intensive level, for peace, 
friendship and mutual respect between the two countries. 

During his stay in Vietnam , Haney is scheduled to pay 
courtesy visits to leaders of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
and the People's Committee of the central province of Nghe 
An. 

He will also make a fact-finding tour to the Pacific 
Partnership 2012 Humanitarian and Civic Assistance Project 
in Nghe An province, which is financed by the U.S. Pacific 
Navy. 
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12. Operation Martillo – Fast Boasts, Ships Preferred By Drug Dealers 
Part 4 in a series 
(UNIVISION 12 JUL 12) ... Ricardo Arambarri 

Anchor: In the 1980's, drugs arrived secretly into the 
United States by air in planes, and on the sea in speedboats. It 
was known as the era of the Marimberos in Miami, and the 
famous TV series, "Miami Vice." Today, this shipments by 
speedboat are becoming more frequent in the Caribbean, and 
above all, in the Pacific, near the coast of Colombia. Ricardo 
Arambarri continues reporting from a warship and Operation 
Martillo. 

Ricardo: The USS Nicholas is full, not just of Sailors and 
weaponry, but also full of drugs. Thousands of kilograms, 
packaged in an improvised fashion and stored away in a ship 
built for combat, not for carrying cargo. 

XO: Seven hundred kilos... 
Ricardo (on-camera): Seven hundred kilos here. And in 

total? How much have you guys seized? 
XO: Six thousand kilos. 
Natsound: "Flight Quarters, Flight Quarters..." 
Ricardo: On the flight deck, there is activity. They take 

out one of the helicopters and start to put it together, as if it 
were a toy. They unhinge the tail, which is attached to a hinge. 
They connect the transmission of the helo's rear thrusters, and 
then they unfold the rotor blades. If this were a toy, this 
species of "Transformer" would cost 28 million dollars. For 
this Puerto Rican, maintenance was always one of his 
passions. 

"The Boricua": Before joining the Navy, my hobby was 
fixing cars. I always liked it. 

Ricardo (on-camera): This is a lot harder, though, 
because the lives of the pilots depend on you. 

"The Boricua": Exactly. They depend on our attention to 
detail, our inspections, the maintenance... 

Ricardo: For everything to function properly, you need 
spare parts...for the helicopter, and the ship as well. 

LS1 Gonzalez: If we have it on the ship, we go down to 
the storeroom, we take it out, and we give it to them. 

Ricardo (on-camera): And if you don't have it, and it's 
something that is critical to the mission? 

Ls1 Gonzalez: If it's very important and we don't have it, 
we can order it, and it'll be here tomorrow. They can bring it 
down by plane, and we pick it up. 

Natsound: Helicopter Taking Off 
Ricardo: Today, the exercise for the helicopter is to 

follow a narcotrafficker's speedboat. They have to continually 
prepare. We are in the Zodiac boat, and I am accompanied by 
a drug-seizure boarding team. 

Frank: This is the team that grabs the drug traffickers 
here in Panama, Colombia, in the Caribbean and the Pacific. 

Ricardo: But today, the roles at sea, are reversed. 
STANDUP Ricardo--From Zodiac: In a few words, in 

this drill, we are acting as the narcotraffickers. That helicopter 
is following us, while we try to get away. Initially, they are 
going to do a series of aerial maneuvers, to get us to slow 
down. If that doesn't work, they use force. At first, they fire 
warning shots near the boat, to get us to stop. If that doesn't 
work, they will shoot out the engines to immobilize the boat. 
But we're getting out of here.... 

Ricardo: We accelerate, bouncing on the waves, until we 
nearly lose control. It's the same situation drug traffickers face 
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at sea when they are being followed. The helicopter, from the 
air, keeps good track of the speedboat. We try to make evasive 
maneuvers, but it is essentially a futile effort. Just like in the 
movies, it's nearly impossible to escape. 

Anchor: Great work there from Ricardo Arambarri and 
his cameraman. Tomorrow will show us these maneuvers 
again, but this time not as a drill, but against real drug 
traffickers in a speedboat with a valuable cargo of drugs.... 

View Clip (RT: 3:38) 
Broadcast Clip – Operation Martillo Part 5 – Navy 

Chases Drug Dealers 
(UNIONVISION 13 JUL 12) Ricardo Arambarri 
Ricardo Arambarri accompanies the Navy frigate and its 

helicopter in pursuit of a suspicious boat loaded with drugs. 
View Clip (RT: 4:01) 
Article and clip translated from Spanish broadcast. 
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13. C4F Attends Military Power Seminar In Colombia 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 13 JUL 12) ... U.S. 4th Fleet Public Affairs 

BOGOTÁ, Colombia -- Rear Adm. Sinclair Harris, 
commander, U.S. Naval Forces Southern Command and U.S. 
4th Fleet (COMUSNAVSO/C4F) attended a military power 
seminar at the Colombian War College in Bogotá, Colombia, 
July 12. 

During the seminar, Harris spoke to participants about 
interoperability between the U.S. and Colombian forces, and 
interdiction capabilities within the coastal waters of Colombia. 

"As militaries, we bring certain unique capabilities to deal 
with transnational organized crime," said Harris. "We are 
effective planners, able to deconstruct problems into their 
component parts and create appropriate campaign plans to 
deal with each component." 

The purpose of the seminar was to explore the key 
elements of the use of military power in the maritime and 
littoral environment and its impact on national strategy, 
security and defense. The seminar also focused on air power 
and the growing need for aerospace technology and capacity. 

"As Sailors we are well aware of the role played by major 
trading routes that crisscross our seas and oceans," said Harris. 
"And throughout this region we face the man-made scourge of 
transnational criminal organizations engaged in all manner of 
lucrative illicit activities, trafficking in drugs, weapons, 
money, and people." 
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14. Navy Creates Antiterrorist Unit With SEALs 
U.S. Navy SEALs Train Members of Uruguayan Antiterrorist Unit 
(MONTEVIDEO EL PAIS (URUGUAY) 15 JUL 12) 

The Uruguayan Navy has just ended training of an elite 
counterterrorist operations unit under the best-trained team in 
the world: U.S. Navy Seals [as published throughout item]. 

Officers with the same unit that became internationally 
famous a little less than a year ago for a successful operation 
conducted in Pakistan to locate and kill Osama Bin Laden [as 
published], supervised on Wednesday 13 June the final tests 
after the rigorous training provided for one month to members 
of the Navy Fusiliers Corps (Fusna). 

Despite the "low profile" ordered by the National Defense 
Ministry for the operation - which was approved by a law 
unanimously supported by Congress - in order to avoid 
upsetting political sectors such as the Communist Party and 
others comprising the Broad Front, congressmen with the 
Defense Committees of both branches of Congress and 
military representatives of the U.S. Embassy attended the 
closing ceremony for the training. 

The exercise featured an amphibious landing by marines 
belonging to a Fusna company, supported by tactical divers 
with the Navy Diving Group (Grubu), who took over the 
beach area, secured it and then entered the half destroyed 

facilities of the former National Cold Storage Warehouse in 
the Cerro Beach zone, where they rescued a group of hostages 
after eliminating members of a terrorist organization with the 
support of snipers. 

The U.S. Navy Seals also trained members of the elite 
naval squad on tactics for the release of boarded vessels 
sailing in jurisdictional waters. 

The Navy Seals supervised the exercise after having 
trained the Uruguayans for more than one month. 

Fusna Commander Captain Gerardo Priguetti recalled the 
background of this type of combined exercises held with 
various naval forces. Priguetti pointed out that Fusna now has 
a team armed and trained by the United States. 

Navy Commander Ricardo Giambruno, other high-
ranking officers, and Defense Ministry Director General Jorge 
Delgado attended the Cerro exercise. 

The exercise was originally intended to be open to the 
press, but Defense Minister Eleuterio Fernandez Huidobro - 
who did not attend yesterday's maneuvers - ordered the Navy 
to hold closed exercises. 

Article translated from Spanish text. 
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15. SB12 Doctors Visit Ukrainian Military Hospital In Odessa 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 13 JUL 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Caitlin Conroy, Commander, U.S. Naval Forces 
Europe-Africa/U.S. 6th Fleet Public Affairs 

ODESSA, Ukraine -- Exercise Sea Breeze 2012 (SB12) 
medical staff visited the Military Medical Clinical Center of 
the Southern Region (MMCC-SR) of Ukraine in Odessa for an 
educational opportunity, July 11. 

Capt. Rom Stevens, Reserve deputy surgeon, U.S. Naval 
Forces Europe-Africa/U.S. 6th Fleet, spoke about a variety of 
topics and took time to answer questions from the audience. 

"There was a Ukrainian doctor in the audience who had 
served in Afghanistan with the Soviet Army in the 1980s," 
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said Stevens. "It was very interesting talking to him about the 
evolution of how wounds were treated before improvised 
explosive device injuries became prevalent." 

Topics discussed were centered around NATO countries 
providing trauma care in Afghanistan and included emergency 
surgery, emergency resuscitation, massive blood transfusion, 
medical evacuation by helicopter, and aero-medical 
evacuation from a trauma center in Afghanistan to Landstuhl 
Army Regional Medical Center in Germany. 

"The main point was to help educate Ukrainian military 
doctors about the organization and delivery of trauma care by 
NATO medical forces currently in Afghanistan," said Stevens. 

Ukrainian navy Col. Igor Zaraysky, senior doctor for the 
Ukrainian Naval Infantry and a participant in SB12, also 
participated in the lecture. 

"I found the lecture to be very interesting," said Zaraysky. 
"We talked about the different levels of medical care and 
equipment, how to care for the injured and how to interact 
with multinational medical personnel serving together in the 
same hospital." 

SB12, co-hosted by the Ukrainian and U.S. navies, aims 
to improve maritime safety, security and stability engagements 
in the Black Sea by enhancing the capabilities of Partnership 
for Peace and Black Sea regional maritime security forces. 
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GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
16. Battle For The Pacific: Naval Arms Race In The China Sea 
(TORONTO STAR 14 JUL 12) ... Rick Westhead 

ABOARD THE USS CARL VINSON—U.S. Navy Capt. 
Rick Labranche streaks across the horizon at 1,000 kilometres 
an hour in his F-18 Hornet strike fighter. 

It has been 12 minutes since a catapult slung Labranche’s 
plane from the flight deck of the aircraft carrier USS Carl 
Vinson and Labranche is preparing to drop a pair of 225-
kilogram bombs into the Indian Ocean’s two-metre swells. 

Labranche checks his radar and scans the blur of blue 
below. Before he can release his payload on this practice run, 
he needs to make sure no one is within 16 kilometres. 

There’s no telling whose fishing trawlers, research vessels 
or submarines are plying these waters. 

A 21st-century Great Game is unfolding in the Asia 
Pacific, a region that accounts for more than half the world’s 
population and many emerging powers. Some, such as China, 
India, Pakistan and North Korea, are nuclear-armed rivals who 
have battled before. 

As these regional rivals vie for control of trade routes, 
fishing stocks and rich, untapped oil and gas deposits, they are 
expanding and modernizing their maritime forces, conducting 
war games and opening naval bases in what has become the 
most perilous arms race in the world. 

At the same time, the U.S. is trying to reestablish a 
dominant presence in the region, strengthening ties to some 
countries, including the Philippines and Australia, and trying 
to warm relations with others, such as Burma (Myanmar). 

With the U.S. pledging to send more troops and ships to 
the Asia Pacific, regional neighbours want to coax China to be 
more open at the negotiating table. Ten Southeast Asian 
nations this week agreed on a code of conduct to prevent 
disputes over the South China Sea from escalating into open 
conflict. China has refused to sign the pact. 

“The more militarized the region becomes the harder it is 
to resolve conflicts,” says Stephanie Kleine-Ahlbradt, a China 
analyst with the International Crisis Group, which works to 
defuse conflicts. 

“You have increasing harassment of fishermen in 
disputed waters, which becomes a proxy for bigger issues of 
claimed territory,” she says. “It can easily spiral into a security 
dilemma, especially when nationalist sentiments in the region 
are increasing. There’s a real pressure in these countries not to 
cave in on disputes, and when you’ve been telling people for 

50 years that you have a claim, it’s hard to agree to go to an 
international tribunal and live with its decisions.” 

China is the pacesetter. It is said to be spending $106 
billion this year alone on its military, up from $14 billion in 
2000. It recently began sea trials on its first aircraft carrier, the 
Shi Lang, and is developing an anti-ship ballistic missile that 
can penetrate the defences of U.S. aircraft carriers, according 
to its military. 

India — whose first prime minister, Jawaharlal Nehru, 
once wrote, “to be secure on land we must be supreme at sea” 
— bought a Russian-built attack submarine, the Chakra, in 
January. It’s the first nuclear-powered sub India has operated 
in 20 years. 

India’s first locally built aircraft carriers, the 
Vikramaditya and Vikrant, are scheduled to join the navy in 
2013 and 2014. 

South Korea last year began construction on a $970-
million naval base for 20 warships, including submarines. 

Australia, which has signalled it will build a sub fleet 
after construction is finished on three destroyers, recently 
agreed to allow the U.S. Navy to station 2,500 marines in 
Darwin, while the Philippines is in talks with the U.S. about 
expanding an American military presence there. 

Half a world away, the U.S. looms over the islands, straits 
and channels of the Indian Ocean and South China Sea, a 
region U.S. Secretary of State Hillary Clinton has called a 
“national interest.” 

In January, President Barack Obama said the U.S. would 
“pivot” and “rebalance” its global military forces toward the 
Asia-Pacific region. The U.S. is concerned about China’s 
sweeping claims of sovereignty, such as its directive to foreign 
oil companies not to help Vietnam develop oilfields in the 
South China Sea. 

While the U.S. Defence Department has been ordered to 
pare spending by $487 billion over the next 10 years, Obama 
has mostly spared the navy from cuts. In June, Defence 
Secretary Leon Panetta told a conference in Singapore that by 
2020, 60 per cent of U.S. warships, including six aircraft-
carrier groups, would be stationed in the Asia-Pacific. 

Mitt Romney, the Republican nominee in November’s 
presidential election, has pledged to increase the naval fleet 
from 285 warships to 346. 
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“In many respects, the broader Pacific will be the most 
dynamic and significant part of the world for American 
interests for many decades to come,” U.S. Deputy Secretary of 
State William J. Burns said in November. 

The U.S. announced last year it would develop long-range 
nuclear-capable bombers and better electronic jammers for the 
navy. 

The military contractors General Dynamics and Northrop 
Grumman are also building a new stealth destroyer. 

The ship, known as the DDG-1000, will cost as much as 
$3.3 billion and feature a new type of radar that offers 
improved scanning in shallow coastlines, a wave-piercing hull 
that leaves a minimal wake, and an electromagnetic rail gun, 
which employs a magnetic field and electric current to shoot a 
projectile at several times the speed of sound. 

While the navy originally wanted 32 of the DDG-1000s, 
its order has been trimmed to three. 

But Chinese Rear Admiral Zhang Zhaozhong, a professor 
at China’s National Defence University, said the DDG-1000’s 
high-tech design wouldn’t protect it from a group of fishing 
boats packed with explosives. If enough fishing boats could be 
mobilized, the DDG-1000 “would be a goner,” Zhaozhong 
said recently on CCTV, China’s public broadcaster. 

History would seem to support Zhaozhong. 
During the Falklands War in 1982, Argentina used a 

single $200,000 air-to-surface missile to sink a $50-million 
destroyer, HMS Sheffield. And in 1967, an Egyptian vessel 
used several guided missiles to sink an Israeli destroyer. 

Meanwhile, Indonesia, Malaysia, Pakistan, Thailand, 
Taiwan, Vietnam and Bangladesh have either acquired 
submarines or plan to buy them. Japan is increasing its 18-sub 
fleet to 24. 

And China has more than 68 subs, three nuclear-powered, 
according to The Military Balance in Asia, a May 2011 report 
by the Center for Strategic and International Studies. 

“For most countries, it’s not about a fight, it’s about the 
ability to dispatch to preserve your quarter,” says Mike 
Hennessy, a professor of naval history at the Royal Military 
College of Canada. “It’s about being able to intimidate so your 
claims go unchallenged.” 

Throughout the sprawling Asia Pacific region, there is no 
shortage of maritime claims. 

The biggest dispute is over the Spratly Islands, a barren 
patch of 750 islets, coral reefs and outcroppings in the South 
China Sea about 350 kilometres southeast of Vietnam and 900 
kilometres southeast of China. 

For more than 50 years, China, Vietnam, the Philippines, 
Malaysia and Brunei have fought for control of the 
archipelago. In 1956, a Filipino businessman named Tomas 
Clomas arrived at the islands and declared an independent 
country, Freedomland. 

Manila rejected the suggestion but claimed the islands, 
occupying some with armed troops since 1968. Last year, 
Vietnam announced that six monks who belong to the 
government-sanctioned wing of the Buddhist church would set 
up temples and live on several islands in the Spratlys chain, 
presumably to establish Vietnam’s claim. 

In April, the Philippines and Vietnam said they would 
hold soccer and basketball matches in the Spratlys, the same 
day a Chinese cruise ship completed a voyage to the disputed 
territory. 

At first glance, the Spratlys seem to hold scarce value. 
Some of the islands actually disappear below the water at high 
tide. 

But, the Spratlys offer a prime location to monitor the 
shipping lanes of the South China Sea. More important, the 
seabed is believed to contain as much as 225 billion barrels 
worth oil and natural gas — enough to fuel Canada for 280 
years, based on current consumption of about 2.2 million 
barrels per day. (The Athabasca oilsands formation, by 
contrast, is estimated to contain 1.7 billion barrels of 
recoverable oil.) 

It’s no wonder China covets the Spratlys. The world’s 
fastest-growing economy, China uses five times as much oil 
and gas as Canada, but its supply of hydroelectricity declined 
by 40 per cent last year because of a prolonged drought. 

When the Philippines announced recently that it would 
work with a U.K. company to explore for deposits near the 
Spratlys, China’s government-owned Global Times newspaper 
wrote an editorial that China should strike first. 

“Everything will be burned to the ground should a 
military conflict break out,” the paper argued. “We shouldn’t 
waste the opportunity to launch some tiny-scale battles that 
could deter provocateurs from going further.” 

Oil and gas are only one reason for the naval buildup. 
The Persian Gulf, Indian Ocean and the Strait of Malacca 

off Indonesia combine to form a crucial trade route. At least 
40 per cent of the world’s oil is carried aboard tankers that 
travel these waters. 

An estimated 700 million people live near the South 
China Sea and depend on the rich fishing stocks for their 
livelihoods, as well as 80 per cent of their diets. Vietnam, for 
instance, estimates its population of 87 million will surge by 
25 per cent by 2050 and it will need additional food and fish. 

This spring, on April 8, China and the Philippines 
quarrelled in a stretch known as the Scarborough Shoal after 
the Philippine Navy discovered coral, giant clams and live 
sharks on a Chinese boat. The Philippines announced the 
Chinese fishermen would be arrested for poaching. 

The showdown, some 200 kilometres west of the 
Philippine island of Luzon, simmered for more than two 
months. Then, on June 17, the Philippines ordered its two 
ships to withdraw. The day before they left, China had seven 
large ships and as many as 26 fishing boats stationed at the 
shoal, the Philippine Daily Inquirer reported. 

China has alienated and antagonized its regional 
neighbours during the past two few years over a string of 
incidents, pushing them “into a coalition and toward the 
Americans,” says M. Taylor Fravel, a political scientist at the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology, who has written a 
book about China’s territorial issues. 

Last year, a boat owned by PetroVietnam was surveying 
the ocean floor about 120 kilometres south of Vietnam and 
600 kilometres from China’s Hainan Island. Three Chinese 
patrol vessels intercepted the Vietnamese ship and cut its 
cables to the seabed. China’s foreign ministry blamed Vietnam 
for the clash, claiming its oil and gas operations “undermined 
China’s interests and jurisdictional rights.” 

That incident came 10 months after the U.S. and Vietnam 
began joint naval exercises in the South China Sea. 

“I think China has realized the open hostility has been a 
mistake and you’re seeing it take a more moderate approach 
now,” Fravel says. 
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“It’s unarmed or lightly armed vessels, the Chinese 
version of the coast guard, who are responding to conflicts, 
not its navy.” 

Fravel says China is also becoming better at international 
diplomacy, using civilian maritime law agencies to press its 
claims in conjunction with its navy, which is becoming 
formidable. 

In 1990, China’s navy amounted to two Soviet-era 
destroyers. By 2011, China had 71 frigates and destroyers and 
71 submarines, as well as its first aircraft carrier. 

China bought HMAS Melbourne aircraft carrier from 
Australia in 1985. Its engineers spent years dissecting the ship 
and building a replica flight deck to train pilots. Two other 
carriers, the Minsk and the Kiev, were bought from Russia and 
they, too, were studied by engineers before being converted 
into floating theme parks. 

In August 2011, the Shi Lang, China’s first aircraft carrier 
left port. It is named for the Chinese general who conquered 
Taiwan in 1681. 

Russia built the Varyag — as the Shi Lang was first 
known — in 1990; two years later, with the collapse of the 
Soviet Union, its ownership was transferred to Ukraine. In 
1998, China bought the carrier from Ukraine for $20 million. 
China said the vessel would become an aircraft carrier-themed 
hotel. 

Instead, the Varyag was rechristened and became the first 
of five carriers China hopes to launch by 2050. 

China is also using its financial power to expand its 
influence in the Asia Pacific. 

China’s Export-Import Bank is financing 85 per cent of a 
$1-billion port in Hambantota, Sri Lanka. The Chinese 
government is also building a $200-million port in Pakistan 
near the Strait of Hormuz and another port and pipeline in 
Burma to bring natural gas to China. 

China’s loans and construction of airports, roads and ports 
has been called a “string of pearls” strategy, a concerted effort 
to develop markets for their goods and services in 
economically stunted parts of Asia. 

The U.S. and others shouldn’t view China’s buildup as 
threatening, says Christian Le Miere, a naval expert at the 
International Institute for Strategic Studies, an arms analysis 
group in London. 

“It’s not like you’re going to see China strangling world 
trade,” Le Miere says. “Everyone wants open and free 
shipping lanes.” 

Still, good relations can quickly sour and become games 
of brinksmanship. 

In 2010, a South Korean corvette called the Cheonan was 
on a routine patrol in the Yellow Sea when it was sunk near 
Baengnyeong, 22 kilometres from the North Korean coast. 
Forty-six South Korean sailors died. An investigation 
concluded the warship had been crippled by a torpedo from a 
mini-submarine. 

“No one can predict what North Korea will do, and no 
one can say what China will do if the U.S. rushes in to help 
South Korea,” says David Zimmerman, a professor of military 
history at British Columbia’s University of Victoria. 

Tensions are already raw between South Korea and 
China. 

Last December, a South Korean coast guard commando 
was stabbed and another injured after they arrested nine 

Chinese fishermen who had been illegally fishing in the 
Yellow Sea. 

After the commandos boarded one fishing vessel, another 
rammed it, prompting fishermen on board to start attacking the 
commandos. The captain of the Chinese fishing boat smashed 
a window and used broken glass to kill the commando. 

“One of the reasons for worry is that there is no code of 
conduct when there are incidents at sea,” says Kleine-Ahlbradt 
of the International Crisis Group. “During the Cold War 
between the U.S. and Soviet Union, there would be at least 
one confrontation between vessels each year but we never 
heard about it because there was an agreement known as the 
Military Maritime Consultative Agreement to settle those 
disputes. China hasn’t wanted to negotiate that kind of 
agreement.” 

While the U.S. argues its interests in the region are based 
on ensuring ships receive free passage in international waters 
and regional countries enjoy fair access to mineral deposits, 
China contends the U.S. is a cunning meddler. 

To monitor shipping routes, the U.S. says it’s necessary to 
patrol waters within a 321-kilometre exclusive economic zone 
of China’s shores. 

“They’re actually just spying on Chinese subs as they 
leave port,” says a former United Nations official. “The U.S. 
would say that they would respect China’s right to do the same 
off the coast of Florida, but it’s not a fair comparison. It would 
take years before China’s in a position to have subs there, if 
they are able to do it at all.” 

The U.S. has discussed deploying P3C Orion spy planes 
to the Philippines to monitor disputed areas in the South China 
Sea. 

Even though the U.S. holds an advantage both in 
technology and the number of vessels, military strategists and 
security hawks note the U.S. now has 285 ships, its smallest 
naval fleet since 1916 and down from a 600-ship fleet during 
the Reagan years. The average age of its ships is approaching 
20 years. 

Still, the U.S. remains far ahead of its rivals. Of the 22 
operational aircraft carriers in the world, according to the trade 
journal Jane’s Guide to Fighting Ships, the U.S. has 11. They 
form the backbone of the American fleet. 

“If the U.S. doesn’t have a base in a country, it’s 
irrelevant,” says Zimmerman. “They can just bring their 
carriers around and they have a major airbase right there. 
They’re powerful enough that one carrier group could defeat 
the entire Iranian air force.” 

The power and size of carrier battle group is difficult to 
overstate. Carriers like the Carl Vinson are home to as many 
as 85 aircraft, as well as vast stores of ammunition and fuel. A 
carrier’s protective escorts usually include two guided missile 
cruisers, two destroyers, a frigate, two submarines and a 
supply ship. 

In 1981, after Libya claimed the Gulf of Sidra was within 
its territorial waters, threatening to punish anyone who crossed 
a “line of death,” the aircraft carrier Nimitz was dispatched to 
the region. Two Libyan fighters were subsequently shot down 
and Libya backed down. 

Twenty years later, with China conducting a series of 
naval war games, the U.S. sent two carriers, the Constellation 
and Carl Vinson, to participate in a drill off the coast of 
Taiwan. 
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“The fact is, as long as carriers are in a region, they 
represent pressure,” Zimmerman says. “The message is, ‘We 
can, if we decide we have to, strike at you and there’s little 
you can do about it.’” 

As Labranche waited in his office aboard the Carl Vinson 
for the last of his pilots to touch down on deck following their 
daily missions, he said technology and decades of experience 
give the U.S. an advantage over its rivals. 

Labranche, 51, said he recently met a Russian pilot who 
was his country’s most experienced at landing on a carrier at 
sea. That pilot had 100 landings. Labranche has 1,300. 

“So what do I have, a factor of 13?” Labranche said. 
“That’s huge and in this game, experience is gold.” 

Labranche said it would take China years to catch up. 

“All the lessons you learn on a ship like a carrier are 
written in blood. This takes time and we’ve had a 60-year 
head start.” 

It’s almost 10 p.m. aboard the Carl Vinson, which is now 
about 500 kilometres off the western coast of Australia, and 
the last few planes are landing for the day. 

Though his ship is only two days away from docking in 
Perth, the Carl Vinson could, in five days, easily make its way 
through the South China Sea to within sight of Hong Kong. 

Labranche would have no reservation about going, even if 
it meant conflict with nuclear-armed China. 

“You pick a fight with one of us, you pick a fight with all 
of us,” he says “If you’re not hostile with us, we don’t want to 
be kinetic, but we will if we have to. It’s all in the name of 
global peace.” 
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17. Sea Dispute Upends Asian Summit 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 14 JUL 12) ... Patrick Barta and Carlos Tejada 

China's efforts to assert its claims to the disputed South 
China Sea got a boost as regional talks to resolve the issue 
broke down despite U.S. support, even as Beijing made fresh 
moves that underscore its increasing presence in the region. 

A summit of foreign ministers of the Association of 
Southeast Asian Nations in Phnom Penh, Cambodia, ended 
Friday amid tense disagreements over how to address 
territorial claims in the sea, which is claimed by China and in 
part by the Philippines, Vietnam, Malaysia, Taiwan and 
Brunei. U.S. Secretary of State Hillary Clinton, who attended 
the talks, had pressed for discussion of a multinational 
agreement to ease tensions—a move opposed by China, which 
prefers to negotiate with each nation separately. 

But Southeast Asian nations argued over how hard to 
press the Chinese, with countries such as Cambodia resisting 
any steps that would embarrass China, and the Philippines—
which has competing maritime territorial claims with China—
pushing to take a harder line, according to people familiar with 
the talks. Tempers grew so hot that the 10 Asean member 
nations weren't able to agree on language for a concluding 
communiqué, which is typically issued at the end of such 
summits and used as final records of the events. 

Such a failure is "unprecedented" in the group's 45-year 
history, said Asean Secretary-General Surin Pitsuwan, who 
called it "very disappointing." "We'll need time to recover," he 
said, adding that "Asean will need to learn how to consolidate 
and coordinate positions if it wants to take on the global 
community." 

Mrs. Clinton late Thursday said the talks demonstrated 
progress because they showed the nations were willing to 
discuss the difficult issue. But analysts said the result favors 
Beijing. "Southeast Asian nations have to come up with a 
common position," said Dan Blumenthal, director of Asian 
studies at the American Enterprise Institute, a conservative 
think tank. "Anytime they don't, it's a victory for China." 

The Philippine Department of Foreign Affairs blamed 
Cambodia for "consistently opposing any mention" of one 
disputed area, according to the Associated Press, which also 
quoted Cambodian Foreign Minister Hor Namhong as saying 
that the failure to issue a statement lies with all Asean 
members. 

The failure came amid fresh reminders of China's 
stepped-up efforts to bolster its claims to the South China Sea, 
which is believed to be resource rich and is home to key 
trading routes. China's Defense Ministry on Friday said a navy 
frigate on a routine patrol ran aground in the waters near the 
Spratly Islands, which are claimed by both China and the 
Philippines. The ministry said nobody was hurt and salvage 
efforts were underway. 

The Philippines Department of National Defense 
confirmed the incident but didn't provide further details. 
Efforts to reach the president's spokesman were unsuccessful. 

Meanwhile, China late Thursday announced that it would 
send a fleet of 30 fishing vessels to those same waters, with 
the state-run Xinhua news agency saying the ships would 
spend 20 days fishing there. 

China Foreign Minister Yang Jiechi also pushed back 
against the Philippines during the summit. A Xinhua report on 
Friday said Mr. Yang urged the Philippines on Thursday "to 
face facts squarely and not to make trouble" over another 
disputed island, called Scarborough Shoal in English and 
Huangyan Island in Chinese. 

China could continue to push forward in the sea in the 
short term, said Jin Canrong, associate dean of the School of 
International Studies at Renmin University in Beijing, citing 
domestic public pressure to assert its claims. "On a tactical 
level, Beijing will be more active," he said. "It will have more 
communication with the United States and it will expand 
China's presence in the South China Sea, look to drill for oil 
and send more ships there." 

Reaching an accord will be difficult, and would likely 
require the U.S. to bring nations siding with China, such as 
Cambodia, into its camp. Mr. Blumenthal, of AEI, cited 
Cambodia's extensive economic ties with that nation, which 
include significant aid and infrastructure spending. "If China's 
going to buy off Cambodia, we need to do what we can to stop 
that," he said. 

Indeed, the failure of talks in Phnom Penh was in many 
ways a setback for the U.S., which is trying to expand its 
involvement in the region and has long tried to fortify Asean 
as a regional bloc able to present a unified front against 
expanding Chinese influence. Mrs. Clinton, who traveled to 
Siem Reap on Friday, announced $50 million in fresh funding 
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for the Lower Mekong Initiative, a three-year old project to 
provide financial and technical support to countries along the 
Mekong River, but also, analysts say, to reassert the U.S.'s 
role in the region. She also met with Myanmar President Thein 
Sein on the eve of a U.S. business delegation to the once-
secretive country, where she endorsed a series of pro-
democracy reforms his government has implemented over the 
past year. The Obama administration this week said it was 

finally lifting key economic sanctions against the country after 
promising to suspend them earlier this year. 

"The United States will be very disappointed that Asean 
hasn't been able to reach agreement on this issue," said Ian 
Storey, a senior fellow at the Institute of Southeast Asian 
Studies in Singapore. "But of course they can't say that 
publicly" after pressing so hard to get all the parties to sit 
down to the table together, he said. 
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18. China Frigate Heads Home, Averts S.China Sea Standoff 
(REUTERS 15 JUL 12) ... Manuel Mogato and Ben Blanchard 

MANILA/BEIJING -- A Chinese frigate grounded in 
disputed waters close to the Philippines was refloated on 
Sunday and headed back home, averting a possible standoff 
with the Philippines navy amid rising tensions in the 
strategically key South China Sea. 

The South China Sea has become Asia's biggest potential 
military flashpoint as Beijing's sovereignty claim over the 
huge area has set it against Vietnam and the Philippines as the 
three countries race to tap possibly huge oil reserves. 

In all, six parties have rival claims to the waters, which 
were a central issue at an acrimonious ASEAN regional 
summit last week that ended with its members failing to agree 
on a concluding statement for the first time in 45 years. 

On Friday, the Chinese navy said one of its vessels had 
run aground on Half Moon Shoal, about 90 nautical miles (170 
km) off the western Philippine island of Palawan, prompting 
Manila to send two of its vessels and reconnaissance aircraft 
to the area. 

Beijing said its vessel had been on a routine patrol. 
"At about 5 a.m. on July 15, the frigate which had run 

aground in waters near Half Moon Shoal successfully 
extricated itself with the help of a rescue team," China's 
defence ministry said in a statement. 

"The bow has sustained light damage and everybody on 
board is safe. Its return to port is being organised. The incident 
caused no maritime pollution," the statement added, without 
providing further details. 

The Philippines defence ministry confirmed the grounded 
vessel and about six other Chinese ships spotted in the area 
had left. 

Manila says Half Moon Shoal falls well within its 200-
nautical-mile exclusive economic zone, as recognised by 
international law. 

"The incident in Hasa-Hasa shoal makes us nervous," 
Rommel Banlaoii, executive director of Philippine Institute for 

Peace, Violence and Terrorism Research, told Reuters, 
referring to Half Moon shoal in the Spratlys. 

"I think what happened there was an accident, but we 
don't want such accident happening again because it could 
trigger something that all claimant states do not want to 
happen there." 

"Creeping" China Concerns 
Philippine defence and military officials say they are 

worried by China's "creeping" in disputed areas in the South 
China Sea, a violation of an informal code of conduct adopted 
in Cambodia in 2002. 

The two countries have faced-off on a number of 
occasions in the disputed waters, and earlier in the year they 
were involved in a month-long standoff at Scarborough Shoal, 
about 500 km north of Half Moon Shoal. 

Last year, the Philippines scrambled aircraft and ships to 
the Reed Bank area after Chinese navy ships threatened to ram 
a Philippine survey ship. 

Beijing said last month it had begun "combat-ready" 
patrols in waters it said were under its control in the South 
China Sea, after saying it "vehemently opposed" a Vietnamese 
law asserting sovereignty over the Paracel and Spratly islands. 

The stakes have risen in the area as the U.S. military 
shifts its attention and resources back to Asia, emboldening its 
long-time ally the Philippines and former foe Vietnam to take 
a bolder stance against Beijing. 

The United States has stressed it is neutral in the long-
running maritime dispute, despite offering to help boost the 
Philippines' decrepit military forces. It says freedom of 
navigation is its main concern about a waterway that carries 
$5 trillion in trade -- half the world's shipping tonnage. 

At last week's Association of Southeast Asian Nations 
(ASEAN) meeting, Cambodia sided with China and prevented 
the 10-nation bloc from issuing a customary concluding 
statement that covers achievements and concerns -- this year, 
that primarily involved the South China Sea. 
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19. U.S. Pacific Chief Affirms Commitment To Philippines 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 16 JUL 12) 

The head of U.S. forces in the Pacific reaffirmed 
American commitment to support the Philippines Monday, 
amid the country's continuing territorial dispute with China. 

Admiral Samuel Locklear met with President Benigno 
Aquino and voiced his support in helping modernise the 
country's ill-equipped armed forces, considered to be among 
the weakest in the region, the presidential spokesman said. 

Locklear "reaffirmed the long-standing partnership 
between the U.S. and the Philippines," Aquino's spokesman 
Ramon Carandang told reporters. 

The admiral also "reiterated the commitment of the U.S. 
to help the Philippines establish a minimum credible defence", 
Carandang said. 

The two officials discussed the South China Sea issue in 
"broad strokes" with no specific details given, Carandang said. 
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The Philippines, which has a mutual defence treaty with 
the United States, has been seeking greater support from its 
main defence ally after a face-off with China over the 
Scarborough Shoal in the South China Sea in April. 

Locklear was due to meet with Filipino defence officials 
later Monday, in which he would discuss "domain awareness" 
amid a changing security climate, according to the U.S. 
Department of Defense website. 

"So what we are looking for is to try to provide [the 
Philippines] assistance that builds the interoperability of our 
defence forces over time," the website quoted him as saying. 

He also warned that a possible "miscalculation" in the 
dispute could threaten regional stability and reiterated that the 

U.S. and Philippine militaries needed to learn to work together 
better. 

"I'm looking forward to giving the message to the Filipino 
military and to the leaders there that the United States is a very 
reliable ally. We want the Filipinos to be a reliable ally to us 
as well," he was quoted as saying. 

Chinese-Philippine tensions have increased due to the 
standoff with the Philippines accusing China of "duplicity" 
and "intimidation" in a recent regional forum in Cambodia. 

China claims the entire South China Sea as its historical 
territory, even up to the coasts of other Southeast Asian 
countries like the Philippines. 
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20. U.S. Admiral Queries Australian Defence Spending 
WARNING: Admiral Samuel Locklear says spending cannot rely on economic good times. 
(CANBERRA TIMES (AUSTRALIA) 14 JUL 12) ... Daniel Flitton 

The top U.S. commander in the Pacific has noted defence 
spending in Australia has slipped below America's European 
allies and warned military planning cannot be turned on or off 
when economies go bad. 

The Gillard government slashed defence spending in 
May, dropping the overall military budget next year to less 
than 1.5 per cent of the Australia's economy. This is despite 
commitments in the 2009 defence white paper to build a new 
fleet of 12 attack submarines and buy additional fighter jets to 
meet the threat of "shows of force by rising powers" in the 
region -- widely interpreted as code for China. 

Admiral Samuel Locklear, who heads U.S. Pacific 
Command in Hawaii and has charge of forces spread across 
half the globe, denied the U.S. had a strategy to contain China. 
He said the decision to "rebalance" U.S. forces in the Asia 
Pacific -- including the deployment of 2500 marines to Darwin 
and plans to station 60 per cent of the U.S. navy in the region -
- would have taken place even if China was taken out of the 
equation. But he said the U.S. wanted all countries to play a 
role in regional security and it was important to do so even in 
difficult fiscal times to maintain a credible deterrence force. 

"We have the same issue in the United States. Your 
defence is not something you can turn on and off with a switch 
from year to year based on how bad the economies are, 

because you make investments in the military that are long-
term investments, that require a lot of planning," Admiral 
Locklear said in Canberra yesterday. "If you're going to build 
a submarine force, you can take years to figure out how to 
make that cost-effective and get what you need out of it. 

"So from the Pacific commader's perspective -- and I only 
want to speak for me -- I would hope that as the Australians 
work through that, that they recognise and contemplate this." 

Admiral Locklear held talks with Prime Minister Julia 
Gillard and met Australia Defence Force chief, General David 
Hurley. He was appointed to the top U.S. military job in the 
Pacific four months ago, with an area of command covering 
36 countries and a population of about 3.4 billion. He said he 
had just come from the North Atlantic Treaty Organisation 
where the standard for defence spending is 2.5 per cent of a 
country's economy. 

"There are many nations that don't meet that, from time to 
time, and so it's not for me to comment on how the Australian 
people decide to do it, but I would hope that in the security 
environment that we are in that there is a long-term view of 
defence planning that has the proper levels of resources behind 
it," he said. "This is the same thing that I say to our own 
leadership in my own country, because we are faced with 
similar decisions." 
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21. Under Diplomatic Strain, Japan Recalls Envoy In Dispute With China Over Islands 
(NEW YORK TIMES 16 JUL 12) ... Martin Fackler 

TOKYO — Japan temporarily recalled its ambassador to 
China on Sunday in response to renewed friction over a 
disputed island group, while it faces discord with its allies 
South Korea and the United States over women forced to work 
in Japanese brothels during World War II. 

Though minor, the diplomatic flare-ups underscore how 
disagreements over history and territory continue to isolate 
Japan from the rest of Asia. They come after several years of 
relative calm in which Tokyo seemed to mend fences with 
neighbors still traumatized by Imperial Japan’s brutal, early-
20th-century march across Asia. 

The dispute over Asian and Dutch women forced to have 
sex with Japanese soldiers in wartime brothels has even put 
Tokyo at odds with its postwar protector, the United States. 
Unconfirmed reports that Secretary of State Hillary Rodham 

Clinton has banned the use of the Japanese euphemism 
“comfort women” in favor of the more direct “sex slaves” 
prompted a curt retort last week in the Japanese Parliament by 
the foreign minister, Koichiro Gemba, who called the latter 
term “a mistaken expression.” 

Under its conservative prime minister, Yoshihiko Noda, 
Japan has tried to challenge some of the assertions about the 
women, who many historians say were forced into sexual 
slavery by the Japanese military but who many Japanese say 
willfully worked as prostitutes. Those assertions have drawn 
angry reactions in South Korea, where they are seen as signs 
that Tokyo remains unrepentant for its harsh colonization of 
the Korean Peninsula. On July 9, an irate South Korean drove 
his truck into the front of the Japanese Embassy in Seoul. 
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Mr. Noda has similarly provoked Beijing, with a move 
this month to defend Japan’s claims to islands in the East 
China Sea that China and Taiwan also claim. Last week, 
China apparently responded by sending three fishery patrol 
ships into waters around the uninhabited islands, between 
Okinawa and Taiwan, which are known as the Senkaku in 
Japan and the Diaoyu in China. 

On Sunday, Japan’s ambassador to China, Uichiro Niwa, 
returned to Tokyo for what Japanese officials said were 
discussions over how to prevent the island dispute from 
further damaging ties between the two Asian powers. 

“We’ll send him back to Beijing soon after he finishes” 
the discussions, the foreign minister, Mr. Gemba, said late 
Saturday in Hanoi, Vietnam. Mr. Gemba had already lodged a 
protest with Beijing over the entry by the Chinese ships. 

Mr. Noda announced plans for the central government to 
buy three of the uninhabited islands, which are owned by a 
Japanese citizen, after Tokyo’s rightist governor announced 
that he wanted to buy them. China says Japan seized the 
islands after winning a late-19th-century war between the two 
nations. Virtually worthless in their own right, the islands are 
near rich fishing grounds and possible undersea oil and natural 
gas deposits. 

Mr. Gemba was in Southeast Asia to attend a regional 
meeting in Phnom Penh, Cambodia, that failed on Saturday to 
find agreement on how to respond to China’s separate 

territorial claims in the South China Sea, which are disputed 
by Vietnam and several other nations in the region. 

On the sidelines at that meeting, Mr. Gemba was expected 
to hold a routine meeting with the South Korean foreign 
minister, Kim Sung-hwan. But the meeting never happened 
because the two nations remained too far apart on the issue of 
sex slaves and a scuttled military pact, Japanese news media 
reported. 

The pact, which would have allowed the Japanese and 
South Korean militaries to swap information on North Korea 
and China, was aborted at the last minute after an eruption of 
public opposition in South Korea over closer ties with its 
former colonial master. 

Dormant for years, the sex-slaves issue suddenly got 
renewed attention in May after Japan’s consul general in New 
York tried to have a monument to the sex slaves removed 
from a public park in New Jersey. The move raised the ire of 
Korean-American groups, which rippled across the Pacific 
Ocean to South Korea. 

Many of the sex slaves were Koreans, and some of them, 
now in their 70s and 80s, still hold vigils in front of the 
Japanese Embassy in Seoul. They are demanding 
compensation and an apology; Japan says all war-related 
claims were settled when it established diplomatic ties with 
South Korea in 1965. 
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22. Taiwan Missile Muscle Proves Impressive 
(DEFENSE NEWS 16 JUL 12) ... Wendell Minnick 

JIOUPENG, Taiwan — Missile tests in a recent Taiwan 
military exercise demonstrated far greater Air Force ability 
and confidence in countering air and naval threats since a 
disastrous 2011 missile exercise. 

The latest missile test focused on destroying Chinese 
naval and air power capabilities and was presided over by 
Adm. Lin Chen-yi, Defense Ministry Chief of the General 
Staff. 

The Air Force's Air Combat Command, under the 
supervision of the military-run Chungshan Institute of Science 
and Technology (CSIST), conducted the tests. Held at the 
Jioupeng Missile Test Range, Pingtimg County, in southeast 
Taiwan, on July 9, this year's test had a 96 percent success rate 
compared with 68.4 percent in the January 2011 test, said 
military officials. 

The 2011 test rated six misses from 19 launches. During 
this year's two-hour drill, 26 missiles were prepped for 
launching from 12 platforms. There were two failures: the 
CSIST Hsiung Feng II (Brave Wind) anti-ship cruise missile 
(ASCM), which detonated early; and the land-based CSIST 
Tien Kung 1I (Sky Bow) surface-to-air missile, whose launch 
was canceled due to problems with the Banshee target drone, 
military officials said. 

CSIST officials did not speak to journalists at the test, but 
their presence was conspicuous. These officials, not unlike 
characters from the television show "Star Trek," wear colored 
coded shirts: blue for supervisors/executives, red for fire 
control and yellow for logistics support. Liu Ruey-horng, 
CSIST director of the Jioupeng Base, was identified as present 
at the drill. 

CSIST produces all of Taiwan's missile and radar 
systems, including the mysterious Hsiung Feng 2E land-attack 
cruise missile, which has never been seen publicly. 

With 2,300 servicemen mobilized for the drill, the 
military divided the test among the Army, Navy and Air 
Force. The military used a combination of targets, including 
decommissioned naval troop transports, LUI J-2 high-intensity 
illumination deployed by F-5 Tiger fighters, and CK-3 
Banshee target drones built by Meggitt Defence Systems. 

Two Banshees failed to operate correctly, with one 
crashing into a public road in Shangwu Village, in eastern 
Taitung County. 

The Army test-fired a short-range, heat-seeking AIM-9S 
Sidewinder missile from a Bell AR-1W Super Cobra attack 
helicopter flown by the 601 Aviation Brigade. 

The Navy provided three ships for the exercise: a 4,000-
ton Cheng Kung-class (Perry) frigate armed with the Standard 
Missile 1 from the 146 Fleet, a 3,800-ton Kang Ding class (La 
Fayette) frigate armed with eight Hsiung Feng 11 ASCMs 
from the 124 Fleet, and a 680-ton Jiang Chiang missile patrol 
boat armed with four fishing Feng I ASCMs from the 131 
Fleet. 

The Navy used 19 ships to secure the area, but an 
unidentified fishing vessel still entered the area and delayed 
the Hsiung Feng II test until the end of the exercise. 

The Air Force's 502 Air Defense Battalion tested the 
truck-mounted Antelope Air Defense System, armed with 
CSIST's short-range Tien Chien 1 (Sky Sword) missile. The 
625 Battalion launched two MIM-23 Hawk medium-range 
surface-to-air missiles. 
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F-16 fighters from the 455 and 401 Tactical Fighter 
Wings (TFW) launched AGM-65 Maverick missiles and 500 
and 2,000-pound laser-guided bombs at naval targets. One F-
16 launched an AIM-9 Sidewinder air-to-air missile against an 
LIJU-2. One Indigenous Defense Fighter from the 443 TFW 
launched a CSIST Tien Chien 2 air-to-air missile and one 
Dassault Mirage 2000-5 fighter from the 499 TFW launched a 
French-made Mica short to medium-range air-to-air missile. 

The military did not attempt to fire the AIM-7M Sparrow 
medium-range air-to-air missile due to public safety concerns, 
officials said. The Sparrow had failed during tests in 2011 and 
officials said an investigation was on-going. One official said 
the AIM-7s were now more than 30 years old and the new 
AIM-120 advanced medium-range air-to-air missile would fill 
the medium-range requirement. 
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23. Iran Parliamentarians Call For Nuclear Ships 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 15 JUL 12) ... Ali Akbar Dareini 

TEHRAN, Iran — A Iranian parliamentary committee has 
approved a bill requiring the government to design nuclear-
powered merchant ships and provide them with nuclear fuel, 
an Iranian news agency reported Sunday. 

The bill appears to be a symbolic gesture to bolster 
Tehran's argument that it has a right to enrich uranium for 
peaceful purposes. The West suspects Iran's nuclear program 
is aimed at developing weapons technology, a charge Tehran 
denies. 

Nuclear-powered vessels other than warships are rare, and 
the International Atomic Energy Agency has said in the past 
that nuclear-powered merchant ships would be uneconomical. 

Lawmaker Mohammad Bayatian was quoted by the semi-
official Mehr news agency as saying sanctions are forcing Iran 
to use different fuel for its oil tankers and other large vessels, 
to avert the need to refuel during long voyages. Some 

countries refuse to provide fuel to Iranian ships in line with 
Western sanctions. 

Iran is seen to be far from a capability to build nuclear-
powered ships. Iran says it is designing a nuclear submarine. 

The West has raised concerns that Iran might cite 
submarine and other nuclear-powered vessel construction as a 
justification for producing weapons-grade 90 percent enriched 
uranium. 

Nuclear submarines are powered by fuel ranging from 20 
percent purity to more than 90 percent. Many U.S. submarines 
use nuclear fuel enriched to more than 90 percent, the same 
level used to build atomic bombs. 

Bayatian said the bill has been approved by a 
parliamentary committee and will be debated in the house next 
week. 

"Given the sanctions that enemies have imposed against 
our country, the bill must be enacted," he said. 
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24. Iran Issues New Oil Blockade Warning 
(REUTERS 14 JUL 12) ... Yeganeh Torbati 

DUBAI -- Iran could prevent even "a single drop of oil" 
passing through the Strait of Hormuz if its security is 
threatened, a naval chief said on Saturday, as tensions simmer 
over Tehran's nuclear programme. 

Tehran will increase its military presence in international 
waters, said Ali Fadavi, naval commander in Iran's elite 
Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC). 

"If they (the U.S.) do not obey international laws and the 
IRGC's warnings, it will have very bad consequences for 
them," Fadavi said, according to Iran's Fars News Agency. 

"The IRGC's naval forces have had the ability since the 
(Iran-Iraq) war to completely control the Strait of Hormuz and 
not allow even a single drop of oil to pass through." 

Fadavi added: "IRGC special naval forces are present on 
all of the Islamic Republic of Iran's ships in the Indian Ocean 
and to its east and west, to prevent any movement. 

"This IRGC naval force presence in international waters 
will increase." 

Iran has repeatedly threatened to close the Strait of 
Hormuz shipping channel, through which 40 percent of the 
world's sea-borne oil exports passes, in retaliation for 
sanctions placed on its crude exports by Western powers. 

The sanctions were imposed over Iran's nuclear 
programme, which the West suspects is aimed at creating an 
atomic weapon. Iran says the programme is for peaceful 
energy purposes. 

The United States has beefed up its presence in the Gulf, 
adding a navy ship last week to help mine-clearing operations 
if Iran were to act on threats to block the strait. 

Tehran said last month it was building more warships, in 
part to guard Iranian cargo ships from pirates, and Iranian 
military leaders often assert Iran's strength in the region and 
dominance in the Strait of Hormuz. 
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25. UAE Opens Pipeline To Bypass Strait Of Hormuz 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 15 JUL 12) ... Adam Schreck - The Associated Press 

DUBAI, United Arab Emirates — The United Arab 
Emirates on Sunday inaugurated a much-anticipated overland 
oil pipeline that bypasses the Strait of Hormuz, giving the 
OPEC member insurance against Iranian threats to block the 
strategic waterway. 

The 380-kilometer (236-mile) Abu Dhabi Crude Oil 
Pipeline snakes across western desert dunes and over the 

craggy Hajar mountains to the city of Fujairah on the UAE’s 
Indian Ocean coast, south of the strait. 

Until now, all Emirati exports were loaded in the Gulf and 
then sailed out through Hormuz. Once it is running at full 
capacity, the pipeline could allow the country, OPEC’s third 
biggest exporter, to ship as much as two-thirds of its peak 
production through the eastern port city. 
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It is designed to carry at least 1.5 million barrels a day of 
crude, though capacity is expected to eventually rise to 1.8 
million barrels daily. 

Efforts to bring the long-awaited export route online have 
gained increased urgency in recent months because of 
repeated threats by Iranian officials to close Hormuz if the 
country’s own exports are blocked. 

The narrow strait is patrolled by Iranian warships as well 
as by the U.S. Navy and its allies. It is the export route for 
about 17 million barrels of oil a day, or a fifth of the world’s 
oil supply. 

The chairman of Iran’s Joint Chiefs of Staff said Sunday 
that Tehran has a contingency plan to close the key route, 
though any decision to shut it rests with the country’s 
Supreme Leader, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei. 

Gen. Hasan Firouzabadi’s comments come two weeks 
after the European Union enforced a total oil embargo against 
Iran. The move is part of a series of sanctions meant to force 
Tehran to halt its uranium enrichment program. The West 
suspects Iran is aiming to build nuclear weapons. Iran denies 
the charge. 

Emirati officials quietly began filling the new pipeline 
with oil on June 30, according to the UAE embassy in 

Washington. A statement from the embassy said the project 
underscores the U.S. ally’s “commitment to ensuring the 
reliable and safe delivery of crude oil ... to global markets.” 

Officials including the Emirates’ energy minister gathered 
in Fujairah for the formal inauguration of the pipeline, said 
Mohammed Saif al-Afkham, the director general of Fujairah 
municipality. 

The International Petroleum Investment Co., the state-run 
company behind the project, confirmed that the pipeline 
became operational with the first commercial shipment being 
loaded onto a tanker for export. 

The U.S. ambassador to the UAE attended the 
inauguration, underscoring the project’s strategic significance. 
Ambassador Michael H. Corbin called the launch “a historic 
step in establishing multiple routes for the vital flow of oil 
from the Arabian Peninsula.” 

Although several Gulf Arab oil and gas producers fear a 
shutdown of the strait could block exports, only the UAE and 
Oman have coastlines on the Indian Ocean side of the strait. 
Saudi Arabia also can avoid Hormuz by shipping its Gulf 
fields’ oil output through ports on the Red Sea, but it would 
have to significantly improve its transport infrastructure to get 
its full production out. 
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26. Pakistan, Indonesia Navy Chiefs Discusses Maritime Security 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS OF PAKISTAN 13 JUL 12) 

ISLAMABAD -- Chief of Naval Staff Admiral 
Muhammad Asif Sandila on Friday [13 July] called on 
Indonesian Defence Minister Purnomo Yusgiantore and 
discussed maritime security in Indian Ocean as well as around 
Malacca Strait. 

The naval chief, who was on a three-day visit to 
Indonesia, congratulated Indonesia over the relative security 
and strengthening of antipiracy operation in the region, a press 
release reaching here from Jakarta said. In this respect, the 
defence minister was told about large-scale attacks off the 
coast of Somalia which prompted the deployment of an 
ongoing international coalition of navies to the Gulf of Aden. 
He also highlighted Pakistan's contribution to Combined Task 
Force 150 (CTF-150), which is a multinational coalition naval 
task force established to monitor, and stop suspect shipping in 
the Horn of Africa. The naval chief also informed that the 

Pakistan Navy has been promoting its links with navies of 
friendly countries as part of its strategic partnership to 
promote regional maritime security. In this context the 
Pakistan Navy every alternate year holds multinational 
Exercise Aman in Indian Ocean, he said and added that next 
naval exercise Aman III will be held in March 2013. 

In view of the excellent relations, the naval chief also 
requested Indonesian participation with a ship in the Aman III 
exercise which was agreed. The naval chief also held whole 
range of meetings with Navy and defence leadership of 
Indonesia. The naval chief was also invited for a lecture on 
"Maritime Security and Strategy" at the National Institute of 
Defence known LEMHANAS and Command Staff Course 
Indonesian Navy. The naval chief highlighted important 
aspects of maritime security in the region and beyond. 
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27. Market Grows for Smaller Maritime Patrol Aircraft 
(DEFENSE NEWS 16 JUL 12) ... Tom Hington 

FARNBOROUGH, England — Spurred on by moves to 
replace the world's aging fleet of P-3 Orions, shrinking 
budgets and a growing need to patrol coasts, defense firms are 
queuing up to offer smaller maritime patrol and top-end 
maritime surveillance aircraft, often based on commercial 
platforms. 

The trend was evident at this year's Farnborough 
International Air show, where Boeing announced it was 
planning a maritime surveillance aircraft to satisfy customers 
looking for something smaller and cheaper than its P-S 
maritime patrol aircraft, which is based on the 737. While it is 
still in talks with an unnamed platform provider, the 
specifications Boeing released for the new program match the 
Bombardier Challenger 600. 

"Certain customers have said we love the P-S, but we are 
budget-challenged or don't need anti-submarine warfare 
capability, what can you offer?" said Egan Greenstein, 
business development director for Navy programs at Boeing's 
surveillance and engagement division. 

While maritime surveillance aircraft tend to offer radar 
and sensors, maritime patrol aircraft may also have anti-
surface and anti-submarine capabilities. 

Lockheed Martin said at the show that it soon expected to 
sign more than one contract in North Africa for its recently 
announced SC-130J Sea Hercules — a maritime patrol version 
of the C-130J — while Italy's Finmeccanica and Russia's 
Rosohomnexport announced they would convert Russian 
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aircraft to the mission, starting with the Beriev Be-200 
amphibious aircraft. 

Saab, meanwhile, said it is planning a maritime 
surveillance demonstrator of the Saab 2000, while Italy's 
Piaggio Aero said it would team with Saab to modify the 
Piaggio P-180 executive turbo-prop for the mission. 
Finmeccanica said it is promoting its ATR 72 maritime patrol 
aircraft in South Africa, India and Algeria 

“There is interest in these capabilities because of the new 
focus on the littoral environment, [on] piracy and, in the Asia-
Pacific region, increased submarine acquisitions," said 
Douglas Barrie, an analyst at the International Institute for 
Strategic Studies. "Manufacturers are looking to push smaller, 
commercial aircraft because budgets and the small number of 
aircraft don’t justify a new start program" 

"Countries that have had large maritime patrol aircraft in 
the past can now have smaller and cheaper but more capable 
solutions." said Matthew Smith, business development 
director for surveillance solutions at Saab. 

Companies were particularly keen to show off their wares 
at this year's air show, given the U.K's likely requirement for a 
new maritime patrol capability in years to come thanks to its 
scrapping of the Nimrod MRA4 program. 

Axing the MRA4 on budget grounds left Britain, an island 
state, with little in the way of maritime surveillance and attack 
capability. 

Studies into a potential replacement of the capability have 
taken place at the Ministry of Defence, but the controversy 
sparked by the largely political decision to nix the MRA4 
means a formal decision to move ahead with a new program is 
unlikely before the next national strategic defense and security 
review, expected in 2015. 

Work on that review is underway, and with a likely highly 
critical report soon to be published on the subject by the 
parliamentary defense committee, capability providers at the 
Farnborough show are looking to influence thinking on the 
subject. 

"The obvious candidate for the U.K. would be the P-8 if it 
wants to recoup capabilities," Barrie said. 

The problem for the UK, though is it has little money to 
afford a P-8 type solution, which is why SC-130J also could 
be a contender as a permanent capability or gap filler for the 
U.K. In the meantime, the company is eyeing nations that are 
replacing their P-3s, hoping the SC-130J's price tag of around 
$151 million will draw customer away from pricier P-8s. 

The company is following the Indian Navy Medium 
Range Maritime Reconnaissance program, for which a request 
for proposal is expected this fall. Also, Saab is interested in 
pitching its Saab 1000, which would likely feature a Selex 
Seaspray 7500 radar, a FLIR electro-optical sensor and an 
ultra acoustic system. Boeing is pitching another batch of P-Ss 
that India would add to those it is already buying for longer-
range missions. 

New offerings are blurring the line between maritime 
surveillance and armed maritime patrol aircraft. Lockheed is 
planning three stages of development for the SC-130J: the first 
with radar and electro-optical sensors, the second with wing-
mounted, anti-surface weapons, and the third with anti-
submarine capabilities, including two added bays for six 
Harpoon missiles, sonobuoys, a magnetic anomaly detector 
(MAD) boom and extra fuel pods. 

Finmeccanica's deal with Rosoboronexport involves its 
torpedo unit WASS, while L-3 is known to be mulling a 
larger, maritime patrol version of its Spyder surveillance 
aircraft, which would offer weaponry and sonubuoys. During 
Farnborough, Airbus Military and MBDA said they had 
completed the first flight of the C295 maritime patrol aircraft 
with a Matte Mk2/S anti-ship missile under the wing. The 
C295, currently flown by Portugal in maritime surveillance 
format and Chile in surveillance and maritime patrol format, is 
an example of how modern maritime aircraft can be expected 
to undertake multiple missions to win sales. The two 
surveillance consoles on the Portuguese aircraft are pallet-
based and can be rolled off, leaving the plane empty for 
transport missions. 

The Airbus Military Fully Integrated Tactical System 
mission system in use also is flexible and is used on the C5 
maritime patrol aircraft, which has four consoles and mounts 
an identification friend-or-foe interrogator, electronic support 
measures, acoustic system, MAD, tactical data link, torpedoes 
and missiles. 

Jun Grant, Lockheed's vice president for new business, air 
mobility, special operations forces and maritime programs, 
said most of the SC-130J's capabilities would be roll-on, roll-
off, allowing customers to convert their own C-130Js. 
including the U.K. 

"Single-mission aircraft days are over," Grant said. With a 
roll-on, roll-off aircraft, you can do ISR over land one day and 
look for submarines or fight fires the next day." 

Return to Index 
 

28. Canada’s Shrinking Navy Still Valued By Allies, Analysts Say 
(TORONTO STAR 14 JUL 12) ... Rick Westhead 

Canada’s navy isn’t exactly a juggernaut. According to 
Michael Hennessy, a professor of naval history at the Royal 
Military College in Kingston, the Canadian navy has 33 
commissioned vessels but only 14 fighting ships. 

“The ships Canada sent during the first Gulf War were 
immediately relegated to patrolling as far away from Iraq as 
possible so they didn’t get in harm’s way,” he said. “They are 
old.” 

In 2008, the government promised to invest $490 billion 
in new equipment and upgrades, including new icebreakers 
and Arctic patrol ships. 

Two years later, plans were announced to replace aging 
Canadian navy and coast guard vessels — including nine new 
ships at a cost of $194 million. 

Hennessy said it’s unclear when new navy and coast 
guard vessels might be ready because formal contracts and 
design plans have not been finalized. 

It is possible the new ships could be replaced by cheaper 
radar installations or a program that would give Canada 
underwater listening capabilities. 

Still, the Canadian government appears determined to 
have an on-the-water presence in the North, particularly when 
countries are redefining international borders. 
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In the 1980s, the United Nations created the Law of the 
Sea treaty, which allowed countries to claim territory 
extending to the end of their continental shelf. Countries were 
given until 2014 to submit detailed maps with new proposed 
boundaries. 

Canada has pledged to enforce its claims in the Arctic as 
the deadline approaches. 

Coming out of World War II, Canada had the world’s 
third-largest navy, with 450 commissioned warships, said 
David Zimmerman, a professor at the University of Victoria. 

“It was really so big because everybody else’s had been 
wiped out.” 

In 1962, the Canadian navy oversaw the defence of the 
North Atlantic, filling in for U.S. warships involved in a 
blockade of Cuba. 

But over the years, Canada’s navy has been repeatedly 
downsized. 

By the 1980s, a decade after the decommissioning of 
HMCS Bonaventure, the last of Canada’s three aircraft 
carriers, Canada’s navy was in shambles. During a naval 
review for the defence minister in 1983, more than half the 
ships on display broke down. 

“Going to sea in wartime would be suicidal,” said a 
Canadian admiral, according to the Wall Street Journal. 

While the Canadian navy has been pared to about 9,000 
personnel, down from 90,000 in the 1960s, several analysts 
said it is still valued by its allies. 

“The Canadian navy is one of only a handful that can 
really operate around the globe,” Zimmerman said. “We have 
these logistical supply ships which are incredibly old but allow 
us to operate anywhere. We can deploy off the coast of Sudan 
in support of anti-terrorist operations, off the coast of Pakistan 
to help with disaster relief or off the coast of Libya if need 
be.” 
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PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
29. Chief Of Naval Personnel Visits Naval Station Rota 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 13 JUL 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Travis Alston and Morgan Over, Naval Station 
Rota, Spain Public Affairs Office 

ROTA, Spain -- Chief of Naval Personnel (CNP) Vice 
Adm. Scott R. Van Buskirk, visited Naval Station (NAVSTA) 
Rota, Spain, July 13, to look at base operations and address 
base personnel on topics including, Perform to Serve, 
workforce stabilization and the value of the Navy remaining a 
force of top performers. 

Van Buskirk enjoyed breakfast with NAVSTA Rota and 
tenant command Sailors of the quarter, before receiving a 
base-wide tour followed by all-hands calls. 

"Rota is a growth industry," said Van Buskirk. "We 
continue to be a force that is deploying as we stabilize the 
workforce... that's why we caution ourselves around the world 
based on our leadership's demands about where we need to be 
and where we need to operate, and Rota is a key component in 
that. It's the focus of our leadership." 

Van Buskirk re-emphasized Rota's vital importance in 
ensuring the overall success of the Navy, and that the naval 
station currently is a primary focus due to the Forward 
Deployed Naval Forces and NATO Ballistic Missile Defense 
program. 

"There are a lot of Sailors seeking orders to Rota and that 
says a lot about this base's reputation," he said. 

Van Buskirk also addressed recruiting goals and needs. 
"What we offer people as far as careers is important," he 

said. "The competition to remain in our service is very key, as 
we are a performance-driven organization." 

He spoke of troop reduction levels from 380,000 to 
320,000 and addressed the Reserve-active mix with regard to 
missions and deployments. 

"From a force management perspective, we're looking 
good," Van Buskirk said. "It's a good position for our Navy to 
be in as far as stabilizing ... I think our future looks bright." 

Van Buskirk addressed the issue of possible retirement 
changes during his question and answer session with Sailors. 

"All those people who are serving right now, we're not 
going to change as far as what you get, in terms of what your 
retirement system is," he said. "You should not worry 
specifically about your specific retirement. We don't know if 
it's going to change at all for the future retirement system ... 
we are going to be grandfathered in. What we came in with is 
what we'll stay with." 

He mentioned approximately 17 percent of service 
members make it to the window of retirement while others get 
out. 

To conclude the all-hands call with the crew, Van Buskirk 
presented various awards and reenlisted Electronics 
Technician 2nd Class Jonathan Le. 

"It’s always an honor and privilege to reenlist in the 
Navy," said Le. "Having the opportunity to be reenlisted by 
the Chief of Naval Personnel is something that I will always 
remember. I'm going to give it my all and be the best Sailor I 
can be." 

The admiral spoke highly of the professionalism of 
today's Navy team. 

"I'm proud of what I've been able to do in this service. I'm 
proud to be associated with each and every one you," he said. 
"We're a total force made up of active, Reserve and civilian 
components, and I think we're a winning and successful team." 
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30. Sub Forces Leader: Stress Integrity To Combat Recent Failures 
(NAVY TIMES 23 JUL 12) ... Sam Fellman 

Failing to report hazing. Failing to lead. Falling down 
drunk. Fraternization. These are four stumbles that have cost 
top submarine enlisted Sailors their jobs in the past six 
months, as the normally silent service outpaces much larger 

Navy communities in the tally of fired senior enlisted and 
commanding officers. Two sub captains have been canned this 
year, as well. 
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Every single one of these firings is a very public “D’oh!” 
for the proud service, which has faced scrutiny over the past 
year after revelations of a cheating ring and a Sailor’s hazing 
in separate incidents aboard two boats. And the trend is 
heading in the wrong direction: Only one chief of the boat was 
fired last year. 

The solution, according to the head of the sub force, is to 
double down on character and integrity from top leadership to 
the most junior Sailors. 

“I think it’s only through that type of awareness and 
making it part of our daily awareness that we will drive these 
incidents down to zero,” Vice Adm. John Richardson said in a 
late June interview. “And that’s the goal: We just want none 
of this sort of behavior in our force.” While Richardson 
stopped short of calling the reliefs and scandals anything more 
than “disappointing,” he said that each one is examined and 
that a general report is provided to sub leaders to train their 
officers and Sailors. 

“It’s very important that we confront these situations 
head-on and that we discuss them thoroughly to recognize 
what happened, what were the vulnerabilities associated with 
that and we learn from them and then also we hold people 
accountable for when they fail to meet standards,” said 
Richardson, who was tapped July 13 to be the four-star head 
of Naval Reactors. 

Officials punished five Sailors, including the COB, in the 
2011 hazing case on the guided-missile submarine Florida, 
where a junior Sailor was subjected to months of anti-gay 
taunting. The Navy found “a culture of hazing and sexual 
harassment did exist onboard” and noted that sub leaders’ 

early efforts to stop it were ineffective, raising questions 
whether they were disconnected from the deck plates. 

Asked if this represented a more widespread problem 
along the waterfront, Richardson replied: “We do not have a 
problem in that regard … We’re sort of foxhole leaders: We 
are in and amongst our people while we’re leading and so we 
get a high familiarity with what’s going on.” In the Florida 
case, Richardson continued, “There was some leadership that 
knew it was going on and they just really didn’t respond as we 
would expect them to do, particularly when it got beyond the 
point of just ribbing and became oppressive and into hazing.” 
Cheating on nuclear exams has also been in the headlines. In 
the past five years, there have been five reported incidents of 
cheating in the fleet on exams required for all nuclear-
qualified personnel. Three of the five have been onboard subs, 
with the latest coming in late 2010 aboard the now-
decommissioned attack sub Memphis. 

One of the 14 Memphis crew members punished 
complained that he had been made a scapegoat and alleged 
that cheating was a forcewide issue. But a naval inspector 
general investigation found no additional evidence for this, 
noting that allegations of cheating have been “vigorously 
investigated.” Adm. John Harvey, head of Fleet Forces 
Command, recommended the IG close the inquiry, finding the 
assertions “unsubstantiated.” The March 8 report was obtained 
via a Freedom of Information Act request. 

Richardson stressed that these failures and scandals, 
which provoke hand-wringing in the sub community, are 
“very rare instances” and that they shouldn’t come “at the 
expense of losing sight of what’s going right” in the sub force. 
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31. Richardson Nominated As Naval Nuclear Propulsion Director 
(DEFENSE NEWS 13 JUL 12) ... Christopher P. Cavas 

Vice Adm. John Richardson, commander of the U.S. 
Navy’s Atlantic Fleet submarine force, was nominated July 13 
for a fourth star and to become the next director of the Naval 
Nuclear Propulsion Program. 

If confirmed by the Senate, Richardson will follow 
retiring Adm. Kirkland Donald as the Navy’s top nuclear 

officer and become only the sixth officer to hold the office. 
The position was first held by Adm. Hyman Rickover. 

Richardson has been widely viewed since last year as 
Donald’s likely successor. 

The NR command is the U.S. military’s only eight-year 
appointment. It oversees the operation and development of all 
Navy reactors and also reports to the Department of Energy. 
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32. Leading The Way 
Corpsman’s tough love helps young Sailors find success 
(NAVY TIMES 23 JUL 12) ... Joshua Stewart 

PORTSMOUTH, Va. — During a brief tour of the naval 
hospital here, one detail about the giant facility is clear: 
Hospital Corpsman 1st Class (SW) Maria Decena-Taylor is 
very well-known. In the 10 minutes it took for her to lead this 
reporter from the center’s front door to her small office, the 
sailor was stopped nine times. 

Sure, details of work are important. But Decena-Taylor 
also asks about her co-workers’ families, their hobbies — 
things that come up when you truly know the people you work 
with. 

As the leading petty officer for the Directorate of Nursing 
Services at Naval Medical Center Portsmouth, Decena-Taylor 
leads more than 450 Sailors who help care for more than 
15,000 patients annually. 

For her stellar track record, as well as setting a positive 
example on duty and off, Decena-Taylor has been named the 
2012 Navy Times Sailor of the Year. 

Besides Portsmouth, she’s also served in Yokosuka, 
Japan; Newport, R.I.; the now-decommissioned frigate 
Peterson and Expeditionary Medical Facility Kuwait, where 
she was the director and leading petty officer for clinical 
services. 

Her command master chief in Kuwait said she “expertly” 
led 32 Sailors in six clinics and provided 100 percent patient 
satisfaction. 

And in the last five years, she’s been selected for Sailor of 
the Quarter five times; she was the Senior Sailor of the Year at 
Portsmouth, as well. 
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Her duties at Portsmouth include the usual things an HM1 
would do, such as administrative matters and providing 
medical care during a crunch. But among her most important 
roles is serving as the first boss to scores of fledgling Sailors 
fresh out of medical training. It’s their first job out of school, 
and Decena-Taylor is the first boss to show the new corpsmen 
the nuances of patient care and the responsibilities of life 
outside the schoolhouse. 

“You’re their leader,” she said. “You’re their surrogate 
mother.” Decena-Taylor said a Sailor’s first leader is one they 
always remember, so she wants to set a positive example. 

“They’re going to compare you to every leader that comes 
after you,” she said. 

She added that it’s important to develop relationships with 
them, too, so she can help them keep their lives in order and 
forge stronger careers. 

It was her ability to make a solid first impression, and her 
exceptional ability to communicate with people, that brought 
her to her current job, said Decena-Taylor’s supervisor, Senior 
Chief Hospital Corpsman (SW/AW) Kimberly Coore. The two 
have known each other since recruit training, Coore said, and 
Decena-Taylor was concerned about her Sailors from the 
beginning. 

Coore remembers one incident 19 years ago at the now-
closed Recruit Training Center Orlando. 

Coore had done something to get in trouble with her 
commanders, and that meant she had to do pushups. Two 
hours went by before she rejoined the recruits with throbbing 
arms. 

“As soon as it was over, [Decena-Taylor] was the first 
one to come in and console me,” Coore said. 

Decena-Taylor wanted to know if she was OK, and she 
helped tend to Coore’s exhausted arms. 

It was this ability to relate to others — but also push them 
to do better — that led Coore to bring Decena-Taylor on staff 
from another position at Portsmouth. 

“I needed someone who had that intrusive leadership,” 
Coore said. 

‘She Kicked My Butt’ 
HM2 Robert Payne was one of those who benefitted from 

Decena-Taylor’s style. He first met her in 2006, when he was 
a brand-new Sailor out of field medicine school and she was 
one of his bosses. 

“She didn’t yell at us, she just laughed,” Payne said. 
“She’s always smiling, well-groomed, greets you wherever 
you are. I can’t say I’ve ever seen her mad.” It was a good first 
job, he said, and after filling other billets, including a 

deployment with Marines and time spent on ship, he’s back in 
Portsmouth. 

Payne admits when he returned to Portsmouth, he was 
kind of in a rut professionally and wasn’t doing much to get 
out of it. He requested to work for Decena-Taylor again, and 
that request was granted. 

He’s very clear about how she treated him. 
“She kicked my butt,” Payne said. Before, he said, he 

wouldn’t study for his advancement exams or take his 
professional development too seriously, even though he knew 
he should. 

“You know, HM1 has done a lot for me; I owe it to her,” 
he said. 

He kept poring over thick binders of study material 
Decena-Taylor had made for him, took his exam and advanced 
to HM2. 

“When the results came out, it was so sweet,” Decena-
Taylor said. “That was the first time he hugged me in six 
years.” From Goose Creek, S.C., Decena-Taylor, 37, comes 
from a family of corpsmen. Her husband, HM1 (SW/AW) 
Sajata Taylor, also works at Portsmouth, in a different area of 
the hospital. Her father, Eduardo Decena, is a retired chief 
hospital corpsman, and her younger sister, HM1 (SW) Kristina 
Decena, serves aboard the amphibious transport dock New 
York. 

Outside of the hospital, Decena-Taylor’s regularly found 
ways to get corpsmen involved in their communities while 
sharpening their skills as medical care providers. For example, 
she led 50 volunteers in providing medical coverage in the 
2011 Oceana Air Show and 23 volunteers for a suicide 
prevention walk. She said these events show corpsmen not 
only how to work together, but also how to work with people 
in need. 

Decena-Taylor’s time left in the Navy may be short. She’s 
up for chief, but if she isn’t selected, she’s on her way out. It’s 
always been her dream, she said, to make that rank. The 
names are expected to come out by the end of July. 

Her father, a retired corpsman, did it, and he continues to 
serve as inspiration. 

“My father … told me at the beginning of my career to 
treat people with respect, show sailors that I am loyal to them, 
and to always do what is right, regardless of who is or is not 
looking,” Decena-Taylor said. 

And if she’s selected, she already knows that her dad, the 
retired HMC, will affix her new pins. 

“I hope to make it,” she said. “I’m not ready to leave the 
fight yet. I’ve wanted that for my whole career.” 
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33. Navy Releases Voluntary Sea Duty Program Update 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 13 JUL 12) ... Navy Personnel Command Public Affairs 

MILLINGTON, Tenn. -- Navy released additional 
guidance for the Voluntary Sea Duty Program (VSDP) which 
provides incentives to Sailors who extend at sea or return to 
sea duty early officials said, July 13. 

"This program allows Sailors and their families to stay in 
their same duty location or relocate to a duty location of their 
choice," said Capt. Kent Miller, director, Enlisted Distribution 
Division, Navy Personnel Command (NPC). "Applicants may 
also be eligible to defer Perform-to-Serve (PTS), providing an 
opportunity to enhance their record with operational duty." 

VSDP was announced in January to support the Navy's 
war-fighting mission of operating forward and maintaining 
readiness. The program encourages highly trained and 
motivated Sailors to voluntarily extend their enlistment in 
their current sea duty billet beyond their prescribed sea tour, to 
terminate shore duty and accept new orders to a sea duty billet 
or to accept back-to-back sea duty orders beyond their 
prescribed sea/shore flow. The sea duty assignment may be on 
board ships, squadrons, or other qualified sea duty 
assignments. 
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NAVADMIN 205/12 clarifies 15 items from the initial 
message. Among the updates: 

* Sailors in the PTS eligibility window who wish to apply 
for VSDP must have their VSDP application submitted for 
consideration no later than the last day of the month, two 
months prior to their final PTS application. 

* VSDP orders will not be cancelled for Sailors who 
subsequently receive a PTS quota after VSDP orders have 
been negotiated. 

* Sailors on shore duty must submit their VSDP request 
no later than 12 months prior to their projected rotation date. 

* VSDP requests for Sailors who have completed less 
than 24 months on their current shore tour will be considered 
on a case-by-case basis based on orders requested and current 
command manning. 

* Sailors serving overseas, or in a DoD-area tour, can 
request to extend their current sea tour, curtail their current 
shore tour if they remain in the same geographical area, or 
request back-to-back sea duty in any area of their choice with 

a valid billet. Consecutive Overseas Tour requirements may 
apply. 

Volunteers will not be required to accept a billet they do 
not desire. Detailers will work with volunteers during two 
Career Management System/Interactive Detailing (CMS/ID) 
cycles to find desirable orders. If no match is found during this 
time period their VSDP application will expire and Sailors still 
desiring VSDP must reapply. 

This program does not change eligibility or benefits for 
the Sea Duty Incentive Pay, which provides eligible Sailors an 
additional $500 to $1,000 a month for extending their sea tour 
or returning to sea duty early. Sailors may take advantage of 
both programs concurrently. Requests will be accepted until 
Sep. 30. All 1306/7 requests should be forwarded to NPC via 
the chain of command. 

Sailors interested in applying for VSDP should read 
NAVDMINs 043/12 and 205/12 for complete details and talk 
with their chain of command. 

Return to Index 
 

34. Navy SEALs Look To Attract More Minority Recruits 
San Diego Area Targeted By New Navy Outreach Campaign 
(KGTV ABC SAN DIEGO 13 JUL 12) ... Michael Chen 

SAN DIEGO -- San Diego is one of three areas being 
targeted in a new marketing campaign that could lead to some 
very visible changes inside the Navy SEALs. 

In promotional videos for the Navy SEALs, it is easy to 
see the job is not for the faint of heart. It is also easy to see 
most SEALs are white -- a big contrast to the country they're 
defendning. 

Army veteran Rick Rogers, who hosts a weekly radio 
show on the military, said, "America is not 85 percent white, 
which is what the SEALs are." 

The Navy has been aiming to change those numbers. 
Right now, on the official Navy SEALs website, there are 

two SEALs, both minorities. 
In a new video, a Navy SEAL, who is black, leads the 

action. 
In the past few years, the Navy's various attempts to 

outreach have led to more candidates, but many candidates 
have failed to complete SEAL qualification and other training. 

The Navy has just announced plans to target three areas to 
get the word out, with one of the areas being San Diego to Los 
Angeles. 

So why San Diego? 
"We put together a list of places that had cultural richness, 

diversity and other things like propensity to join the military," 
said Scott Williams, spokesman for Naval Special Warfare 
Command in Coronado. 

Other sites being considered are Detroit, Miami, North 
Carolina and the Washington, D.C., area. 

The Navy SEALs say knowledge of other cultures and 
languages give them an edge in other countries. 

"It gives us diversity of perspective, which makes the 
team more efficient when operating in those areas," said 
Williams. 

Rogers said a diverse team could help them relate better 
with other militaries, along with another advantage. 

"Diversity means they can blend in better. They want to 
blend in where they go, and a lot of what SEALs do is 
surveillance," said Rogers. 

With special operations expected to grow in importance 
for the U.S., the outreach effort could also help if the SEALs 
have to grow in numbers. 

View Clip (RT: 2:06) 
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35. Whiting Instructor Pilot Saves Swimmer In Distress 
(PENSACOLA NEW JOURNAL 13 JUL 12) ... Louis Cooper 

A Whiting Field Naval Air Station instructor pilot saved 
the life of a swimmer in distress Sunday at Pensacola Beach, 
according to a news release from Whiting. 

Lt. Cmdr. Gabe Somma, an instructor with Whiting’s 
Helicopter Training Squadron 8, was at the beach with his 
when someone yelled from the water. He and another man 
looked at each other and ran to the Gulf, according to Somma. 
It was just a case of being in the right place at the right time, 
he said. 

“Really, it was just instinct. Anybody in that position 
would have done what I did,” he said. 

But not everyone would have had his level of training. A 
competitive swimmer from his youth, Somma still trains 
intensely for both his Coast Guard career and his enjoyment of 
Triathlon meets. 

He swam out to help bring 60-year-old Margaret Murphy 
back to shore. She had drifted out into deep water and got 
caught in a current. Kicking together, they were able to move 
closer to shore when the other Good Samaritan arrived and 
helped pull Murphy into shallower waters where they could 
walk to shore. Murphy, a tourist visiting Pensacola, was 
scared, but uninjured during the ordeal. 
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Despite his high level of fitness and competence, Somma 
was still exhausted afterwards. The effort gave him a new-
found admiration for the work rescue swimmers do. As a 
helicopter pilot for the Coast Guard, he has been in the front 
seat for many rescues, but this was his first in the water. 

“It’s a lot easier in the helo,” he said. “What they do is 
very physically demanding. I have a real appreciation for the 
power and the skill of our rescue swimmers.” 

Ultimately the courage Somma showed is an extension of 
his uniformed service said Cmdr. Paul Bowdich, commanding 
officer Helicopter Training Squadron 8. 

“It is always nice to know our service members out in 
town are still living up to the expectations we have of a 
military officer,” Bowdich said. “Even when we take off the 
uniform, we never lose our responsibilities to our community, 
our service and our country.” 
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36. Sailor Dies After Fall From USS George Washington 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 15 JUL 12) ... U.S. 7th Fleet Public Affairs 

HONG KONG -- A Sailor aboard the aircraft carrier USS 
George Washington (CVN 73) died after falling overboard 
onto an adjacent services barge at 6:43 p.m., July 14, while the 
ship is at anchor in Hong Kong Harbor. 

The ship's emergency medical response team immediately 
arrived at the scene and administered first-aid with no 
response. 

The Sailor was taken to the ship's Medical department and 
was declared deceased. 

The cause of the incident is currently under investigation. 
Per DoD regulation, the name of the Sailor is being 

withheld until 24 hours after next-of-kin notification. 
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37. Civilian Diver From Va. Beach Dies At Naval Station 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 14 JUL 12) ... Kate Wiltrout 

NORFOLK -- A civilian contractor died Friday during a 
dive operation at Norfolk Naval Station. 

Michael Louis Knight, 49, was part of a Seaward Marine 
dive crew conducting underwater ship husbandry operations 
on the amphibious assault ship Wasp. 

Emergency crews were called to Pier 10 at 10:17 a.m., 
and Knight was pronounced dead at the scene at 10:52 a.m., 
said Terri Davis, a Navy spokeswoman. 

According to the company, Knight had worked for 
Seaward Marine Services for 24 years. He lived in Virginia 
Beach. 

An autopsy is pending. 
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FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
38. Pentagon's Second In Charge Has Strategy For Saying 'No' 
Carter oversees downsizing of U.S. military 
(BOSTON GLOBE 16 JUL 12) ... Bryan Bender 

WASHINGTON -- Neat piles of briefing books and red 
folders stamped "top secret” blanket the large oak desk that 
once belonged to General George S. Patton. The national 
monuments are visible through blast-resistant windows. Steps 
away, in the custody of a one- star general, are the protocols 
for ordering the shoot down of a hijacked airliner. 

For Ashton B. Carter, his Pentagon office is a far cry from 
the theoretical jousting of Harvard and MIT's lecture halls, 
where he spent much of two decades as one of the nation's 
leading national security scholars. 

Now he is the Pentagon's second in command, which 
makes him the day-to-day manager of the world's largest 
bureaucracy at a uniquely challenging time: the military is 
forced to downsize not in peacetime but as the world grows 
more unsettled. 

That places Carter, 57, in very different circumstances 
than his predecessors two decades ago, the last time the U.S. 
military was reduced significantly in size. 

"The defense budget was going down and everybody 
could understand why and accept why -- because the Soviet 
Union had gone away,” the former head of Harvard 
University's Belfer Center for Science and International 

Security, said in an interview. "But we are trying to manage to 
a lower budget at a time when the threat is not receding. 

"The world hasn't gotten any safer. It's changing, 
developing; we're facing cyber [warfare] and all kinds of new 
challenges.” 

When Carter was elevated to the post of deputy secretary 
of defense last fall his marching orders from his boss, 
Secretary of Defense Leon Panetta, highlighted the often 
competing demands of his broad portfolio. 

Panetta, in designating Carter as his "alter ago,” asked 
him in a memorandum to give priority to: defeating Al Qaeda 
and its allies; managing the drawdown of troops in Iraq and 
Afghanistan; adapting the military to future threats; making 
sure troops and their families are fully supported; and doing it 
all with fewer resources. 

That, Carter said in an interview with the Globe, often 
comes down to knowing when -- and how -- to say no to the 
military branches, defense agencies, and contractors. But after 
a decade of nearly unchecked defense spending that's an 
answer that has been rarely heard. 

On nearly every issue he confronts on a day-to-day basis -
- on one recent Monday, that included topics as diverse as 
anti- satellite weapons, nuclear command and control, and 
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veterans' employment -- Carter is confronting powerful 
constituencies in the military, Congress, and the weapons 
industry. 

Carter said when government and private sector officials 
seek his support for funding or project approval, he must often 
ask, sometimes more than once, "What does this have to do 
with achieving the nation's defense?” 

"That may sound like a simple question,” he explained, 
"but you have to be disciplined and apply it every day. There 
is a lot of politics, a lot of bureaucratic inertia.” 

He said the Pentagon leadership is trying to be "relentless 
in our pursuit of better value,” but acknowledged "that is a 
constant struggle.” 

Yet in recent years Carter has gained a reputation for 
making strides in redirecting the recalcitrant military 
bureaucracy and taking steps to improve the Pentagon's 
buying power. 

As the under secretary of defense for acquisition from 
2009 to 2011, Carter spurred the reduction or cancellation of 
dozens of weapons programs deemed ill-suited for modern-
day threats or that were mired in cost overruns and 
development delays. 

"After a decade of ever-growing budgets,” Carter said, 
"we were paying too much and had become undisciplined.” 

Earlier this year he shepherded a new defense strategy 
placing greater emphasis on security in Asia and instituted 
nearly $500 billion in cuts to projected spending over the next 
decade. 

A sign of Carter's impact, say some observers, is his 
reportedly testy relationship with weapons manufacturers. 

"Ash Carter is not popular in the defense industry, said 
Loren Thompson, whose consulting firm, Source Associates, 
advises a number of contractors. "He is the first guy in a 
decade who said 'no' when the companies wanted something.” 

Carter stresses that the defense companies are "our 
partners” but also makes clear that their agendas are not 
always in sync. 

In one recent speech he bluntly told executives to "look 
up from the foxhole” and prepare themselves for smaller 
budgets. 

"It'd be great if we had all the money we want,” he told 
them. "Well, we don't have all the money we want.” 

But on at least one issue Carter and the defense industry 
are now in lockstep: opposition to more cuts mandated by 
Congress -- on the order of $1.2 trillion, nearly half of which 
would fall on the Pentagon. 

The across-the-board reductions, agreed to last fall as a 
last- ditch compromise to raise the nation's debt ceiling, are set 
to take effect in January unless Congress takes action. 

Forcing federal agencies to cut programs equally, as the 
law stipulates, "takes any strategic discretion out of the 
process,” Carter said. 

"We have adapted to one cut in our budget and we have 
tried to do that in a strategic way,” he said. "If there is another, 
we're going to have to change the strategy.” 

Running the Defense Department strikes some as an 
unlikely role for the brainy former professor. Throughout 
much of his career Carter was seen as an exceptionally bright 
policy wonk, not the managerial type. 

But many of his current and former colleagues attribute 
Carter's success to having experience both in the policy and 
technical realms - somewhat unusual for national security 
specialists. 

As an undergraduate at Yale University, for example, 
Carter studied medieval history but he holds a doctorate in 
theoretical physics, which gives him unique insight into how 
weapons work. 

In 1984 he wrote a paper on missile defense that 
concluded President Reagan's prized proposal for a space-
based shield -- dubbed the "Star Wars” program -- was 
unworkable. 

Yet as assistant secretary of defense in the 1990s he was 
an early champion of the policy to help secure the thousands 
of nuclear warheads in the former Soviet Union - a program 
still seen as a model for both non-proliferation efforts and 
U.S.-Russian cooperation. 

"People who try to typecast Ash are always wrong,” said 
former Secretary of Defense William J. Perry, one of Carter's 
mentors. 

Carter's scientific background was especially handy 
recently when Panetta needed to determine what to do about a 
particularly nettlesome design problem in the Air Force's 
newest fighter jet, the F-22 Raptor, which was depriving pilots 
of oxygen. 

"It is not always clear what the problem is,” Panetta said 
in a telephone interview. "He was able to understand the 
intricacies of what is involved.” 

"He is one of the bright lights and knows the ins and outs 
of the Pentagon,” the defense chief added. 

Perry said he believes Carter is exactly what the Pentagon 
needs right now. "He is one of the few government officials 
who knows the difference between talking and acting.” 

Panetta, however, pointed to at least one potential 
drawback for his intellectual underling: "He cracks jokes that 
very few people understand.” 
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39. GOP Leaders Push Back On Simply Delaying DoD Cuts 
(DEFENSE DAILY 16 JUL 12) ... Emelie Rutherford 

Republican leaders in the House and Senate told President 
Barack Obama they would not support delaying the start of so-
called sequestration cuts next January that could slice $500 
billion off planned Pentagon spending over the next decade. 

House Speaker John Boehner (R-Ohio) and Majority 
Leader Eric Cantor (R-Va.), along with Senate Minority 
Leader Mitch McConnell (R-Ky.) and Minority Whip Jon Kyl 
(R-Ariz.), fired off a letter to Obama last Friday raising 

concerns about reports the Obama officials advised Senate 
Democratic leaders to try to delay the start of the budget cuts 
by six months. 

"If accurate, we are troubled that rather than engaging 
Congress in a constructive effort to identify and enact 
responsible savings to replace the across-the-board sequester, 
your senior staff appears to be suggesting a course of action 
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that could actually be more harmful to our national security 
and domestic priorities," the four GOP leaders wrote. 

The sequestration cuts may start next Jan. 2 and cut $1.2 
trillion in projected spending, roughly $500 billion of which 
would come from planned Pentagon funding over the next 
nine years. The cuts come as a result of the Budget Control 
Act of 2011. While the administration and many lawmakers 
object to the cuts, they have not agreed yet on an alternate 
budget-cutting plan. The first year of cuts would total $110 
billion, split between defense and non-defense spending. 

Boehner, Cantor, McConnell, and Kyl noted to Obama 
that a six-month delay in starting the sequestration cuts would 
not reduce the $110 billion figure. 

"In fact, such a delay would actually exacerbate the cut's 
impact since agencies would be forced to absorb the same cut 
in the three remaining months of the fiscal year rather than 
over nine months," they said, because fiscal years end on Sept. 
30. "Other than pushing sequestration farther away from this 
November's election it is difficult to understand what benefit 
would be derived from a six-month delay.” 

They cited proposals from Republican lawmakers to 
replace sequestration cuts, through steps including federal-
workforce reductions. 

Obama previously threatened to veto any legislation that 
tinkers with the sequestration cuts without replacing them with 
a new full-blown budget-cutting plan. 

The Republican leaders asked Obama to work with them 
to "find common ground.” 

"Rather than proposing to simply put more space between 
this problem and the election or offering tax increase 
proposals that face bipartisan Congressional opposition, we 
hope you instead work with us to find a bipartisan solution 
before the end of the fiscal year," they wrote in their July 13 
letter. 

The White House did not have an immediate response last 
Friday. 

While Republicans have typically rejected Democrats' 
calls to include new revenues in any budget plan to replace the 
sequestration cuts, some GOP lawmakers have said recently 
they would consider some revenue raisers other than tax-rate 
increases. 

Senate Armed Services Committee Chairman Carl Levin 
(D-Mich.) and Ranking Member John McCain (R-Ariz.) have 
been meeting with lawmakers including Sen. Lindsey Graham 
(R-S.C.) about crafting an alternate-sequestration plan. 

"We're working to find the necessary $109 billion to 
replace sequestration for defense and non-defense spending," 
Graham said in a statement last Friday. He recommended 
taking proposals from the so-called Simpson-Bowles 
commission, which recommended increasing fees and 
eliminating some tax earmarks. 

"However, the vast majority of the reductions would 
come from reducing the size of government," Graham argued. 
"Tax rate increases are not necessary to solve this problem and 
will do damage to our economy." 
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40. White House Holds 'Pep Talk' On Biofuels 
(THE HILL 114 JUL 12) ... Zack Colman 

Sensing increasing resistance to a Navy biofuels testing 
program, the White House on Wednesday convened biofuels 
proponents for a strategy session about the energy source. 

Ex-military, agriculture, industry and government 
officials all met in the Roosevelt Room for the talk, retired 
U.S. Marine Brig. Gen. Stephen A. Cheney said Thursday at a 
Washington, D.C., event hosted by The Truman Project. 

Though the Pentagon, including Defense Secretary Leon 
Panetta, has said the Armed Forces need biofuels for energy 
security, lawmakers have made it more difficult for the DOD 
to procure biofuels.   

“When they cut it out of the NDAA (defense 
authorization bill), that caught people’s attention,” Cheney 
said of biofuels in an interview with The Hill after the event. 
“It was kind of like saying, ‘Well, we don’t care about this 
anymore.’ And we do.” 

The meeting, which Cheney called a "pep talk," reflects a 
growing malaise regarding biofuels, which have attracted 
criticism from fiscal hawks. Reports of a $26-per-gallon 
biofuel and petroleum mix being tested by the Navy’s “Great 
Green Fleet” aircraft carrier strike group through a $12 million 
Navy biofuels program riled lawmakers, pushing the Senate 
Armed Services Committee to pass amendments from 
Republican Sens. James Inhofe (Okla.) and John McCain 
(Ariz.) that limit the Defense Department’s ability to buy 
biofuels. 

Michael Breen, vice president of The Truman Project, 
said lawmakers ignored that the $26-per-gallon fuel purchase 
was only meant for testing. The price would have been lower 

if it were an operational buy, he said. That $26-per-gallon 
price tag was also for the biofuel alone. Once blended with 
traditional petroleum, that figure comes down to $15 per 
gallon. 

The defense establishment sees biofuels through a 
security lens. More options, especially domestically produced 
ones, mean less dependence both tactically and strategically 
on foreign nations, they said. Retired U.S. Air Force Lt. Gen. 
Norman Seip commented Thursday that unbudgeted fuel costs 
diverted $2 billion last year from military operations. 

The military relies on oil as its major fuel source, leaving 
it exposed to market volatility, he said. 

The administration has stood behind biofuels on national 
security grounds. It combined with the Energy, Defense and 
Agriculture departments to propose a $510 million investment 
in biofuels with a private sector match through the Defense 
Production Act, which couches the need for biofuels on a 
national security logic. 

The White House sent Heather Zichal, the 
administration’s deputy assistant for energy and climate 
change, to the Energy Department’s annual biomass 
conference Wednesday in Washington, D.C., with a message 
that Congress “needs to get beyond short-sightism” on 
biofuels. She touted Panetta’s views on biofuels during that 
speech. 

The administration also announced $62 million in new 
biofuels funding earlier this month. 
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Lawmakers are treating the Navy biofuels testing program 
as a “political football” for uncertain reasons, a White House 
official told The Hill on Friday. 

Some lawmakers, mostly Republicans, have pushed 
against biofuels. They say cheaper domestic fuel options that 
do not require government support, such as natural gas, can 
supply a good portion of U.S. energy needs. That could spin 
off into transportation fuel, they say. 

Citigroup predicts U.S. oil self-sufficiency by 2020 as a 
result of those new natural gas supplies, and once Canadian 
imports are factored in, Ed Morse, managing director and 
global head of commodities research at Citigroup, said 
Thursday at a D.C. event hosted by the New America 
Foundation. 

Some people accept natural gas as an alternative fuel 
source, Michael McAdams, president of the Advanced 
Biofuels Association, said Friday. Part of that interest is based 
on cost, but politics is another reason, he said, explaining that 
Republicans are trying to make renewable fuels a wedge issue 
in an election year. 

Though natural gas vehicles are not currently available at 
scale, some believe the long-term prospects of cheap natural 
gas fuel could drive a market for those vehicles without much 
federal backing. 

Some states have begun investing in natural gas fueling 
infrastructure, and firms such as FedEx have started 
converting their truck fleets to that fuel source. 

Morse said converting trucks to use natural gas would 
cost $7,000 per vehicle, an expense that could be recouped in 
about one year. 

The administration supports natural gas as one option for 
transportation fuel, but that it should not come at the expense 
of biofuels, the White House official said. It announced $30 
million of funding for natural gas vehicle technology research 
Thursday through the Advanced Research Projects Agency-
Energy. 

But what is lost on some lawmakers is that natural gas 
does little good for the military, said Cheney, who is now 
CEO of the American Security Project. Compressed natural 

gas vehicles are explosions waiting to happen in war zones, he 
said. The aviation industry likely will need dense liquid drop-
in fuels, which is something natural gas cannot provide, he 
said. 

Andrew Holland, senior fellow for energy and climate at 
the American Security Project, said ex-military at the White 
House meeting said natural gas was not a serious option for 
the military. 

“Natural gas may make it seem like we can take our eye 
off the ball, but the message was that they are different 
things,” he said. 

No one has a firm estimate on how long those natural gas 
reserves will last, retired U.S. Army Col. Dan Nolan said 
Thursday. Investments now in biofuels could produce a 
sustained energy source, he said. 

Cellulosic biofuels, which are considered “next 
generation” and preferred to corn-based ethanol, are expected 
to reach commercialization stage in 2013, Holland said. 

Senate and House efforts to handcuff the Defense 
Department from purchasing biofuels could stall that progress, 
he said. 

But some lawmakers feel the military has no business 
propping up industries, especially during tough financial 
times. McCain and Inhofe both oppose using the military as a 
capacity building enterprise, McAdams said. Therefore, their 
push against biofuels in the Defense authorization bill should 
not come as a surprise, he said. 

Congressional impatience with cellulosic biofuels is 
understandable, Holland said. 

The renewable fuel standard put in place in 2007 that 
required 36 billion gallons of production by 2022 promised 
commercialization by 2012. But the global recession cooled 
credit for biofuels projects, he said. 

“There really is no alternative source of energy other than 
oil. It’s a single source dependency for the military,” Holland 
said. “In civilian energy there are alternatives. You could 
electrify your transportation, you could do natural gas 
transportation. But for the military right now, it’s just oil.” 
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41. LCS: Quick Swap Concept Dead 
U.S. Navy Revising Ships' Operational Plans 
(DEFENSE NEWS 16 JUL 12) ... Christopher P. Cavas 

The original idea for the littoral combat ship (LCS) 
envisioned modular mission packages that could be rapidly 
swapped, so one ship could change missions easily from mine 
warfare, for example, to anti-submarine warfare over the 
course of a single deployment. 

But instead of taking just days to make the switch, it's 
now apparent it could take weeks. An LCS assigned to a 
particular operation will likely operate in a single "come-as-
you-are" configuration, requiring additional ships equipped 
with other mission modules to provide the flexibility the 
concept once promised. 

That's one conclusion among many following a series of 
Navy exercises and reports intended to take stock of LCS. 
Other conclusions criticize the ship as failing to match 
capabilities inherent to the ships it would replace. The 
assessment aims to figure out what the ship can and can't do, 
how it should be employed, what kind of support it will need, 

and what changes must be made to man and fight the ships 
without wearing out their small crews. These include a 
classified study ordered by Adm. Mark Ferguson, the vice 
chief of naval operations; two war games carried out by U.S. 
Fleet Forces Command (USFFC) in Norfolk, Va.; and the 
ongoing operating experiences of the two ships already in 
service. The assessment comes as LCS transitions from an 
acquisition and shipbuilding program into a deployable fleet 
asset. The first two ships are now ensconced at their home port 
in San Diego, and the third LCS is about to be delivered. A 
fourth ship arrives in 2013. 

The classified study, known as the OPNAV report 
(referring to staff reporting to the chief of naval operations), 
was headed by Rear Adm. Samuel Perez. Beginning in 
January, Perez and a 10-person team looked at all aspects of 
the fleet's "readiness to receive, employ and deploy" the LCS. 
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USFFC in January conducted a "sustainment war game" 
to understand the issues and risks in manning and supporting 
an LCS across the Pacific Ocean — a key concern with the 
Freedom, the first LCS, scheduled to deploy to Singapore in 
the spring of 2013. It will be the first time an LCS has 
operated outside the Western Hemisphere. 

Another war game, focusing on operations and war 
fighting, was held in mid-June. The results of that effort are 
still being analyzed, Navy sources said. 

While the Navy would not release the OPNAV report, a 
number of sources familiar with both LCS and the report said 
it lays out in greater detail the problems and issues confronting 
the entire LCS effort, including the concept of operations 
(CONOPS), manning shortages, maintenance and training 
concerns, modularity and mission module issues, and 
commonality problems between the two LCS variants. 

It also cites problems with how the LCS is perceived in 
the fleet, how leadership presents LCS capabilities, and the 
need to effect changes in virtually every operational area 

"As I looked at some of the draft documentation to say 
how we're going to run LCS, what I thought we needed to do 
was a rebaselining, understanding how much information 
we've generated on how we're going to operate these ships, 
and take that and build a foundation," said Rear Adm. Thomas 
Rowden, OPNAV's director of surface warfare, during an 
interview at the Pentagon. "I will call this a concept of 
employment, or CONEMP." 

Rowden is leading the work to coordinate and compile the 
LCS analytical efforts. 

'The reality of it is, it's time to step back and say, what did 
we get wrong here?" 

CONOPS 
Planners originally envisaged the LCS as a replacement 

for the fleet's frigates, minesweepers and patrol boats, but the 
new assessments conclude the ships are not equal to today's 
frigates or mine countermeasures ships, and they are too large 
to operate as patrol boats. 

The LCS, according to the assessments, is not able to 
fulfill most of the fleet missions required by the Navy's 
primary strategy document, the "Cooperative Strategy for 21st 
Century Seapower," and included in a 2011 revision of the 
LCS CONOPS document. 

Equipped with a surface warfare or maritime security 
mission package, the ships were judged capable of carrying 
out theater security cooperation and deterrence missions, and 
maritime security operations, such as anti-piracy. 

But the LCS vessels cannot successfully perform three 
other core missions envisioned for them — forward presence, 
sea control or power projection missions — and they can 
provide only limited humanitarian assistance or disaster relief 
operations, sources said. 

The shortcomings are well known in the fleet, prompting 
a perception that service leaders are looking for missions to fit 
LCS, rather than the other way around. 

A key LCS failure identified by the OPNAV report, 
sources said, is its inability to effectively defend against anti-
ship cruise missiles (ASCMs), a weapon carried by hundreds 
of small, fast attack craft operated by virtually all potentially 
hostile navies. These weapons include C-801 and C-802 
Chinese missiles, Russian SS-N-2 Styx missiles, European 
weapons such as the Otomat and Exocet, and U.S. made 
Harpoon missiles. 

Navies that can launch ASCMs include those of China, 
North Korea, Iran and Syria. The weapons have taken on an 
added dimension since 2006 when the Israeli corvette Hanit 
was hit by a C-802 launched by a Hezbollah shore battery in 
Lebanon. 

The U.S. Navy's requirements document for the LCS says 
it must be able to operate offensively in multithreat 
environments — areas that would include the Arabian Gulf or 
the Yellow Sea — but until a solution is found, the 
assessments call for a CONOPS more consistent with the 
ships' capabilities, and suggest the need for studies to increase 
LCS combat power. 

The Navy is continuing to look at ways to increase the 
ship's weaponry and lethality. A major gap is for a weapon to 
replace the Non-Line of Sight Launch System (NLOS-LS), a 
surface-to-surface missile program canceled in 2010 that was 
to have given the LCS a prodigious capability. 

"I certainly have asked to take a look at Harpoon, if we 
can take the weight," Rowden said. "Also looking at the 
Griffin," a small weapon being purchased for a trial 
installation on the Freedom. "There are some other missiles 
that we're looking at, but those are the two I can talk about 
right now." 

The Harpoon is currently the Navy's standard surface-to-
surface missile, carried on destroyers and cruisers. But adding 
such a missile would probably mean removing something else 
to compensate for the additional weight. The Griffin is much 
smaller, but doesn't pack the Harpoon's punch. 

Rowden also has asked the Naval Sea Systems Command 
(NAVSEA) to study replacing the 57mm gun on both LCS 
designs with a 76mm weapon, similar to the weapon on 
today's frigates. 

"It's a larger gun, more range, certainly gives us a better 
opportunity to engage the enemy," Rowden said of the 76mm. 

The trouble with that weapon is that it can fit on Freedom 
LCS 1-class ships, but not on the narrow bow of the trimaran 
Independence LCS 2-class. "I don't know if we can get it on 
both hulls," Rowden acknowledged. 

Range is still another concern, because of capacity for 
both fuel and crew provisions. Although the original CONOPS 
called for ships to operate at sea for at least 21 days, the ships 
have storage capacity to only carry enough food for 14 days, 
according to sources familiar with the classified report. 

Module Issues 
The sustainment war game and the OPNAV report also 

discuss serious issues with the exchange of mission modules, 
detailing the reasons why the quick-change concept isn't 
working. 

"The logistics of mission package exchanges are more 
complicated and time-consuming than currently-reflected" in 
the CONOPS, according to an unclassified assessment of the 
January war game obtained by Defense News. 

The modules are considered the primary armament of the 
LCS. Each of the modules now in development — mine 
warfare, surface warfare and anti-submarine warfare — 
includes the module equipment, a 15-person module crew, an 
MH-60 helicopter with an aviation detachment of 25 people, a 
mission package exchange team and the ordnance required for 
the mission. 

"Choreographing the preparation and movement of all 
elements to arrive in theater at the same time is a complex task 
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and subject to potential delays," said the war game 
assessment. 

The LCS CONOPS calls for the swap-outs to happen 
OCONUS — outside the continental United States — and 
requires that planning for a swap needs to begin "anywhere 
from 30 to 60-plus days depending on the OCONUS 
destination," according to the assessment. 

"At present, storing mission packages in CONUS and 
conducting on-demand mission package exchanges OCONUS 
appears untenable," the assessment read. 

Suggested fixes, such as storing mission packages at a 
forward operating station or aboard prepositioning ships, help 
with the time-distance challenges, but manning and 
infrastructure requirements would increase. 

Other problems, according to the assessment, include 
command-and-control issues over who has the authority to 
mandate a module exchange, how the request is 
communicated and how long a request needs to be routed and 
approved. 

Recommendations from the war game include holding a 
"stand-alone event" to evaluate the exchange processes, refine 
timeline estimates and explore alternative methodologies. 

Other recommendations include: each mission package 
needs to be incorporated into the Navy's Global Force 

Management planning process, an effort that includes 
individual ships, squadrons and units; and a cost-benefit 
analysis should be conducted to study forward-basing of 
mission packages, and the CONOPS should be revised "to 
more accurately reflect the logistics timeline." 

Eventually, all the effort will be gathered into the concept 
of employment, or CONEMP, document. 

"It is not going to be a static document," Rowden 
declared. "We're going to be inputting things, and as we learn 
things we're going to make modifications to keep it relevant 
and reflect experience. 

"We've got folks from Fleet Forces Command, Pacific 
Fleet, Naval Surface Forces, Naval Air Forces, NAVSEA, 
OPNAV and the manpower assessment team all working 
together to try and understand what we've observed and what 
we have learned so we can have a good, informed document 
with respect to this concept of employment," Rowden said. 

"My gut tells me we've got to get the manning squared 
away, then the training, sustainment and maintenance will 
flow from that as we move forward," he added. "We'll get to a 
better place to say these are the things we need to do to 
maximize the availability and capability of the ships." 
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42. One Ship Down, One To Go at Avondale 
(DEFENSE NEWS 16 JUL 12) ... Christopher P. Cavas 

Irwin Edenzon, president of the Ingalls Shipbuilding 
division of Huntington Ingalls Industries, oversees two major 
shipyards along the Gulf of Mexico. The company is in the 
process of closing down the Avondale yard at New Orleans, 
and after the LPD 17-class amphibious ship Somerset is 
delivered in early 2014, Avondale will close and all ship-
building operations will shift to the Ingalls yard at Pascagoula, 
Miss. 

Edenzon spoke in the midst of Navy acceptance sea trials 
of the new amphibious ship Anchorage, the next-to-last ship 
being built at Avondale. The shipbuilders and their Navy 
customer are hoping that with this, the seventh ship of the 
long-troubled LPD 17 class, Avondale will deliver a sound 
ship devoid of problems that have plagued most earlier ships 
in the class. The sea trials were conducted over three days 
beginning June 21. 

Q. Given the history of these ships, how are you feeling 
so far about the progress of these trials? 

A. In terms of mechanical systems, electrical systems, 
we're making progress from ship to ship. One of the 
challenges we had was establishing the build strategy that 
allowed us to address some of the historical issues we had 
with the class — the sequence of building the ship, how much 
pipe and electrical, heating, ventilation and air conditioning 
work was done and where. We changed our philosophy. 

Then we had to address quality issues, making sure we 
were adhering to specifications and procedures and that we 
were training to those specifications and procedures. When we 
had a lot of work (manning) in the latter stages of production, 
it interfered with an efficient integration and test process. As 
we moved more of that work to the left, it allowed us to spend 
our time more efficiently in the water, and that eliminates a bit 
of risk. 

It makes us more predictable, which is one of the things I 
had as a personal goal — identify problems early and predict 
the outcome as early as possible. We were having too many 
surprises late in the program. We still have issues to deal with, 
but the objective is to deal with them earlier, where the impact 
on the program is less. 

Q. What do you want to improve on the next ship from 
Avondale, the Somerset? 

A. The thing we've been focusing on is the performance 
of the ship in terms of its propulsion plant, deck machinery, 
electrical. As we get better at that, we focus more on fit and 
finish and the presentation of the ship. We'd like the ship to be 
pristine when we deliver it. 

In the early LPDs, we struggled making sure we got the 
hull and the machinery and the electrical systems correct. We 
worked hard on getting that up to standard. Then we started 
working better at integrating and testing the ship, and we've 
gotten better at that. Then you start making sure the brass is 
polished and all the floors shine, and that's where we are. 

One of the things we've learned over the last few years is 
that selling the ship to the Navy is a core competency, as well. 
Being able to take this ship to sea, operate and demonstrate all 
the systems effectively. We're going home early on this trial 
because, in some cases, we did simultaneous testing and we 
got it right the first time. Now we're able to concentrate on 
doing a better job presenting the ship. 

Q. You're already starting to wind down operations at 
Avondale. How are you maintaining the effectiveness and 
morale of your workers? 

A. One thing about Avondale is that our attrition is down, 
our attendance is up, our quality performance continues to 
improve. The workforce has impressed everyone that they're 
going to continue to deliver good ships until January 2014 
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when we deliver the Somerset. The performance of Avondale 
has been outstanding. 

Long term, we want to build more ships. We're getting 
good at it and we'd like the opportunity to build more ships. 
We'd like to build more LPDs. We're bidding on more 
destroyers. Our challenge is how you maintain the core 
competencies that are critical to maintaining an outstanding 
shipbuilder until we get to the 2016-2017 time flame, when all 
of a sudden you start seeing a ramp-up in the shipbuilding 
plan. 

So, identifying key players, not backing off training 
programs, making sure the people that stay are your best 
people. There's no magic to what needs to be done, its all 
going to be in the execution. How you keep people interested, 
motivated, well-trained and excited about what they do when 
they realize the persons on their left and right might not be 
there next week. 

Our objective is to come out the other side with the best 
ship-builders that we can and be ready for ramping up after we 
get through this valley. 

Q. You're talking more about Ingalls. But what about 
Avondale? 

A. Our plan is that Avondale is not going to be building 
any more Navy ships after January 2014. 

As we've said publicly, we are aggressively pursuing 
other options. We're out there trying to find a partner and see 
if we can't figure out what other kinds of businesses Avondale 
can be in. 

Some have speculated the reason we're doing this is 
because of some performance issue at Avondale. I can flat-out 
tell you that's not true. It's got nothing to do with performance. 
You're on a ship that demonstrates that Avondale knows how 
to build great ships. It's got everything to do with economics. 
When we looked at the flexibility at Pascagoula, the 
investment that's been made at Pascagoula, it’s a pretty 
obvious economic equation that says, that's the place where 
we need to focus our activities. 

And we will bring in and offer some of the people at 
Avondale the opportunity to come over to Pascagoula. We've 
already started moving some people. There will be some 
salaried workforce, some of the craft. Not large numbers, but 
some number, a few hundred. 

Q. You're still planning on completing the Somerset at 
Avondale and not at Pascagoula? 

A. Based on the performance we've had at Avondale to 
date, if that performance continues, there's no reason to change 
the plan. 
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43. Cutbacks In U.S. Military Failed To Deliver Promised Savings 
(HOUSTON CHRONICLE 14 JUL 12) ... Stewart M. Powell 

WASHINGTON – The largest overhaul of the U.S. 
military base structure in history disrupted countless lives and 
jobs across Texas and the nation but failed to bring the 
multibillion-dollar savings promised by the White House, the 
Pentagon and Congress. 

Changes imposed by the 2005 Defense Base Realignment 
and Closure Commission at 29 Texas installations and 800 
other locations worldwide yielded no more than $9.9 billion in 
one-time savings - a fraction of the $35.6 billion forecast in 
2005, according to Congress' watchdog Government 
Accountability Office. 

The supposed savings "are always overblown and the true 
costs associated with closing a base, cleaning up the 
environmental damage and re-establishing the lost capability 
at another post are often grossly underestimated," said Texas 
Sen. Kay Bailey Hutchison, a Republican veteran of countless 
base-cutting campaigns since entering the Senate in 1993. 

BRAC's plan relocated 125,000 people, including tens of 
thousands of troops, family members and civilian personnel, 
into or out of Texas and resulted in 24 major closings 
nationwide, far-reaching realignments of personnel and 
missions at 24 other installations and lesser changes at 
hundreds of other facilities. 

"It is true that once again BRAC has cost more to 
implement and produced savings more slowly than hoped or 
expected," said Michael O'Hanlon, a defense expert at the 
Brookings Institution. 

16 Bases Closed In Texas 
Cost overruns are being blamed on oversights, increased 

construction costs and demands for additional space. 
The high costs and limited savings "clearly show the need 

for greater transparency and accuracy in the base closure 
process," said Congressman Gene Green, a Houston Democrat 

who laments a complex process that cost Houston its F-16s at 
Ellington Field. 

In Texas, the commission closed 16 facilities, including 
the Air Force's Brooks City Base in San Antonio. 

Six other Texas installations suffered reductions in active-
duty military and civilian personnel, led by Lackland Air 
Force Base, also in San Antonio. 

Seven other facilities gained more than 22,000 military 
and civilian personnel, led by Fort Bliss near El Paso and Fort 
Sam Houston in San Antonio. Houston's Ellington Field lost a 
Texas Air National Guard fighter wing with 17 F-16s to 
become a joint reserve base serving nearly 4,000 full- and 
part-time personnel. 

"Once you break out the checkbook, requirements start 
mounting from officials with unrestrained appetites," said 
Todd Harrison, a senior fellow at the independent Center for 
Strategic and Budgetary Assessments. 

Overlooked requirements and mid-project add-ons jacked 
up the costs of implementation across Texas by 59 percent to 
$4.3 billion, GAO figures showed. 

$953 Million Overrun 
Savings "have not materialized as planned," laments Rep. 

Pete Olson. But the Sugar Land Republican sees benefits for 
Ellington Field, in his district, being forced to become a multi-
service reserve base and home of a reconnaissance wing 
operating three Predator drones overseas. 

Glaring mistakes establishing the San Antonio Regional 
Medical Center and consolidating enlisted medical training at 
Fort Sam Houston illustrate the wider problem. 

Officials blew past initial implementation costs of $1 
billion with a $953 million cost overrun attributed largely to 
"identification of additional requirements," the GAO said. 
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Taxpayers shouldered another $283 million cost overrun 
to close the Air Force's Brooks City Base in San Antonio and 
reassign military functions to four other bases, including Fort 
Sam Houston. The initial price tag of $325 million swelled 87 
percent in part because the Army took into account only Army 
requirements for facilities and left out the needs of both the 
Navy and Air Force at Fort Sam Houston, the GAO told 
Congress. 

Election-Year Forecast 
Even the realignment at Fort Hood that moved key 

combat units to Fort Bliss and Fort Carson, Colo., cost 
taxpayers $185 million more than expected. 

The increase largely stems from decisions chiefly by the 
Army to "expand the originally envisioned scope of 

construction," said Robyn, a former White House official in 
the Clinton administration. 

Disappointment with cutbacks launched during the 
presidency of George W. Bush make it unlikely that an 
election-year Congress will approve the Obama 
administration's request for two more rounds of base cuts in 
coming years as part of the latest Pentagon budget proposal. 

"There is no evidence that another BRAC would save 
taxpayers money or make America more secure," said Sen. 
John Cornyn, R-San Antonio, a member of the powerful 
Senate Armed Services Committee who opposes another 
round of base closings. "The Pentagon has a lot of work to do 
getting its financial house in order." 
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44. JPEO JTRS Hits Turning Point, DoD Approves Reorganization 
(DEFENSE DAILY 16 JUL 12) ... Ann Roosevelt 

The Defense Department plans to turn over radio program 
responsibilities with the primary tactical radio requirements, 
after nearly a decade of effort to develop next-generation 
software-defined radios under the Joint Program Executive 
Office Joint Tactical Radio System (JPEO JTRS). 

In a July 11 acquisition decision memorandum (ADM) to 
service secretaries, Under Secretary of Defense for 
Acquisition, Technology and Logistics Frank Kendall 
approved requests for changes, subject to new start or 
reprogramming requirements. 

The ADM will have an impact on companies developing 
advanced radios in the JTRS program, such as General 
Dynamics, Thales , Harris, Lockheed Martin, ViaSat (VSAT) 
and Data Link Solutions (DLS), a joint venture of Rockwell 
Collinsand BAE Systems, as well as other companies that 
provide radios to the services. 

The advanced radios are a key piece of the tactical 
network the Army is building to share voice data and imagery 
to improve effectiveness and efficiency of units, as well as to 
eventually connect to the other services. 

"I authorize JPEO JTRS to transition to the Joint Tactical 
Networking Center (JTNC) by the end of FY 2012," Kendall 
said. 

The current acting Army Acquisition Executive, Heidi 
Shyu, is designated the Lead Acquisition Executive for JTNC. 
He requires periodic Milestone Decision authority progress 
reviews, which will be clarified in the JTNC charter when it is 
completed. 

Kendall said he will retain Milestone Decision Authority 
for major defense acquisition programs concerning the 
remaining JTRS programs of record, which will transition to 
military department-managed programs by the end of fiscal 
year 2012. 

The Army will conduct program management for the 
JTRS Handheld, Manpack, Small Form Fit (HMS) and 
Airborne, Maritime/Fixed Station (HMS/AMF) program. 
Within 30 days, the Army must identify which Program 
Executive Office will manage HMS/AMF. The Defense 
Acquisition Board review for HMS is July 27. 

The Navy will take over program management and 
execution responsibility for the Multifunctional Distribution 
System (MIDS). This was directed in an April 4 ADM. 

Also, the Army will take over the newly named Joint 
Tactical Networks (JTN) program, formerly called the JTRS 
Network Enterprise Domain program. 

Kendall also set dates for a variety of tasks to be 
completed by certain dates for the Army in coordination with 
the Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense for 
Communications, Command and Control and 
Cyber(DASD(C3&Cyber). 

For example, no later than July 27 a proposed and 
coordinated "tri-military department resource plan for JTN 
development activity in FY 2013 and beyond," including 
testing, is due to Kendall for approval. 

Another action item is that no later than Sept. 30, 
DASD(C3&Cyber) and other interested parties are to "develop 
tactical radio waveform roadmaps to guide enhancement of 
current waveforms and development of new waveforms," he 
wrote. 

Kendall said the JTNC would maintain the Information 
Repository and provide secure networking waveforms such as 
Soldier Radio Waveform, Wideband Networking Waveform, 
Mobile User Objective System and Link-16 waveforms. 

The point is for the waveforms to operate in a variety of 
hardware, including commercial radios to support 
interoperable network mission requirements of Combatant 
Commanders, service and coalitions. 
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45. CBO: Pentagon Underestimates Spending By 4.7 Percent 
(DEFENSE NEWS 13 JUL 12) ... Marcus Weisgerber 

In its 2013 budget proposal, the Pentagon has 
underestimated how much its five-year spending plan will cost 
by $123 billion, or 4.7 percent, according to a Congressional 
Budget Office (CBO) report. 

To reach its conclusions, CBO assumed Congress would 
undo many of the Pentagon’s budget-cutting proposals. 

“CBO’s analysis makes clear that if Congress blocks 
proposals to achieve cost savings contained in the 
department’s 2013 budget, particularly efforts to address 
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skyrocketing personnel costs, we will risk violating the strict 
spending caps that Congress itself imposed on the department 
in the Budget Control Act,” Pentagon Press Secretary George 
Little said at a July 12 briefing. 

CBO assumed Congress would reject the Pentagon’s 
plans to increase military healthcare fees and would increase 
soldiers’ pay above levels proposed by DoD. It also assumed 
DoD would not be able to curb acquisition cost growth. 

If automatic defense cuts are triggered in January through 
sequestration, as mandated by the Budget Control Act of 2011, 

DoD’s budget authority would be reduced by about $52 billion 
each year. 

“Even with that cut, however, DoD’s base budget in 2013 
would still be larger than it was in 2006 (in 2013 dollars) and 
larger than the average base budget during the 1980s,” CBO 
said. 

CBO’s conclusion “is generally no different than the prior 
years’ reports, though the gap is a bit higher based on 
differences in personnel assumptions,” according Byron 
Callan, a financial analyst with Capital Alpha Partners in 
Washington. 
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BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
46. Blue Angels Fans Brave The Rain At Pensacola Beach Air Show 
(PENSACOLA NEWS JOURNAL 15 JUL 12) ... Rhema Thompson 

Whether it was folks celebrating generations of being 
Blue Angels fans or Blues novices looking to start a new 
tradition, a little soggy weather was not enough to deter the 
masses from this year’s Pensacola Beach Air Show. 

Thousands made their way through Saturday’s puddles 
and wet sand, with many saying they had no intentions of 
leaving until the dampened end. 

“I’m good either way ... rain or shine,” said Rick Rogers 
of Pensacola as he lounged in a beach chair at the edge of the 
plaza near Casino Beach. He had been camped out there since 
6 a.m. 

“I wanted to get out here early to get started on the beer,” 
he said jokingly. 

Nearby, the Brown/Cox/Chapelle family had nearly as 
many coolers and chairs as family members. 

The 12-member family from Baton Rouge, La., camped 
out at Fort Pickens overnight just to make the event. Rain or 
shine, the family would not miss a Blues weekend, family 
matriarch Theresa Brown said. 

“For 35 years ... we’ve come every single weekend that 
the Blue Angels have flown,” she said. 

“Since I was 2,” Brown’s daughter, Christine Brown Cox 
— now 37 — chimed in. 

The family, who’d been on the beach since 8 a.m., 
huddled under two canopies as rain poured down later in the 
morning. They said they were prepared to weather the storm to 
see the Blues. 

“We love the Blues. We love the beach. We love the 
sand,” Brown said. 

In fact, Brown’s main bone of contention seemed to 
center less around the weather and more around the food. The 
family had already depleted their supply of ground beef for the 
morning. 

For many, even the bad news that the civilian portion of 
the show had been canceled did not dampen spirits. 

“This is my first time at the show,” said Teresa Chavez of 
Lovett, Texas, who was visiting her daughter, Jessica Ruzica, 
in Pensacola for the weekend. “I don’t live here, so I’m a little 
disappointed about it.” 

However, Chavez said that when it comes to the show, 
safety trumped entertainment. 

“Play it safe, guys,” she said. 

That same sentiment was shared by Lillian, Ala., residents 
Chalane and Nathan Mims, who sat contentedly eating snacks 
on the beach. 

“It’s fine. We understand,” Chalane Mims said. “I think 
it’s better safe than sorry.” 

The couple, first-timers to the show, said they’d been 
camped out since 5 a.m. but didn’t mind waiting a little 
longer. 

“We’re hanging in there,” Chalane Mims said. “We’re 
fine. We’re enjoying it.” 

“It’s going to be a good day,” Nathan Mims chimed in as 
he swayed to the tune of “Sweet Home Alabama” playing on 
the loudspeaker. 

Meridian, Miss., resident Coronet Lofton, who sat on the 
beach beside her 4-year-old daughter, Madison, and members 
of her church to watch the show, said they would stick it out 
until the end. 

“We’re fine,” she said. “We’re here until 4.” 
One sight that may have kept people occupied was that of 

five young men in snug-fitting neon shorts — a beach 
tradition initiated by Daniel Shively back on Independence 
Day. 

“There were four of us and we thought it’d be 
entertaining,” Shively, 24, of Atlanta, said donning a pair of 
bright pink shorts. “Now, people are coming up and taking 
pictures with us.” 

Other members of the shorts crew included Lance 
Bouwmen (in fluorescent green), 20, of Michigan; Cody Seitz 
(also in pink), 20, of Washington state; Dylan Thomas (also in 
pink), 21, of Tennessee; and Fred Stratton, 26, of Texas. 

“I’m wearing these every time I go out now,” Shively 
said. 

The children of the Hartley and Scroggins families found 
their own entertainment during the extended wait in a 
makeshift game of acrobatics along the sand. 

“I think it’s really cool because they do those tricks,” 
Ryland Scroggins, 14, of Navarre, said of the Blues as he 
jumped through a squared structure with sister Alexie, 11, and 
friends Josh and Jacob Hartley. 

Ryland’s dad, Mathew Scroggins, said the family was not 
too disappointed with the news of the cancellation of the 
show’s civilian acts. 

“Everybody came here to watch the Blues,” said 
Scroggins, an Army veteran. “That’s what we’re here for.” 



 

39 
 

“They’re our hometown guys,” said Lacey Barrett, who 
was with the Hartley/Scroggins group. “We love our military 
and our country, and they make us proud.” 

The pride was palpable as the demonstration team made 
its long-awaited appearance to roaring cheers just after 2:30 
p.m. 

“That was amazing … That was unbelievable,” said Amy 
Cabala of McKinney, Texas, who attended with her relatives, 
Michael and Alyce Hardy. Michael Hardy is stationed at Eglin 
Air Force Base. 

The family braved the weather and 45-minute of traffic 
from the base to arrive just an hour before the show began. 

“It was worth it,” Alyce Hardy said. 
Five-year-old Cayden Montgomery of Pensacola watched 

in awe and couldn’t agree more. 
“It was so cool … when they go up and together,” he 

gushed. 
For Cayden, the Blues are not just a tradition — they’re 

an aspiration. 
When asked what he wanted to be when he grew up, his 

response was automatic: “A Blue Angel.” 
Of course. 
View Video Clips 
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47. Navy Ships To Visit Milwaukee To Commemorate War Of 1812 
(MILWAUKEE JOURNAL-SENTINEL 13 JUL 12) ... Jackie Loohauis-Bennett 

Ships of the U.S. Navy, U.S. Coast Guard and Royal 
Canadian Navy will call Milwaukee their temporary home in 
August as part of the Navy's Commemoration of the 
Bicentennial of the War of 1812 and Navy Week. 

The public can join in Navy outreach activities including 
tours of the ships. The frigate USS De Wert (FFG 45), the 
coastal patrol ship Hurricane (PC 3), the cutter USCGC Neah 
Bay (WTGB 105) and the Canadian frigate HMCS Ville de 

Québec (FFH-332) will be in Milwaukee from Aug. 8 to 14. 
The USS De Wert and USS Hurricane will be open for public 
visits from noon to 7 p.m. Aug. 9-12. 

The USS De Wert, USCGC Neah Bay and HMCS Ville 
de Québec will be at the Port of Milwaukee Liquid Pier 5 and 
the USS Hurricane will be at the Discovery World Pier. 

The ship visits will coincide with the Milwaukee Air and 
Water Show, Aug. 11-12. 

Return to Index 
 

48. USS Pasadena Crew And Families Receive 'New England Clam Bake' From Pasadena Foundation 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 14 JUL 12) ... Lt. Cmdr. Jennifer Cragg, Commander, Submarine Group 2 Public Affairs 

NEW CASTLE, N.H. -- The crew and families of the Los 
Angeles-class attack submarine USS Pasadena (SSN 752) 
were treated to a "New England Clam Bake" in New Castle by 
the Pasadena Foundation July 14. 

USS Pasadena is currently undergoing an engineered 
overhaul at Portsmouth Naval Shipyard in Kittery, Maine. The 
Pasadena Foundation wanted to show their deep appreciation 
to the families and crew despite being nearly 3,100 miles 
apart. 

"The mission of the USS Pasadena Foundation is to 
support the commanding officer in his efforts to promote crew 
morale," said William Creedon, former U.S. Navy captain and 
submariner, and current president of the Pasadena Council of 
the Unites States Navy League. "We wanted to recognize the 
efforts of the crew and their families while undergoing the 
overhaul." 

Creedon added that the Foundation hired a caterer who 
specializes in cooking a traditional "New England Clam 
Bake." He added that the crew and their families will enjoy the 
clam bake, which consists of lobster, steamed clams, 
barbecued chicken, clam chowder, corn-on-the-cob, salad, and 
ice cream. 

During the clam bake, Creedon presented a proclamation 
signed by the mayor of Pasadena thanking the crew for their 
service to our nation. Creedon added that the proclamation 
presentation helped to commemorate the day and served as a 
connection between the submarine and its namesake city. 

"Today's event marks the halfway point in our 18-month 
shipyard modernization period. I thought that it was very 
important that we take time off to reward the crew for their 
hard work," said Cmdr. Luis Molina, USS Pasadena's 
commanding officer. "I am thrilled that the city of Pasadena 
could commemorate the event with a proclamation and 

honored that some members of the Foundation traveled here 
for the event." 

According to the USS Pasadena Foundation's website 
their sole focus is to "extend world famous Pasadena 
hospitality to the crew aboard SSN 752 in appreciation of their 
dedication to the defense of Our Country and service to our 
Boat." 

Molina added that previous namesake visits and support 
from the USS Pasadena Foundation on July 14 helps to 
maintain their strong relationship with the city of Pasadena. 

"Despite being separated by thousands of miles and 
focusing on the arduous maintenance and preservation 
required to overhaul a 23-year old submarine, we continue to 
cultivate the strong ties that we have with the Pasadena 
Foundation and the City of Pasadena," said Molina. 

Molina added that the crew has had a proud tradition of 
maintaining one of the most enduring namesake city 
relationships in the Navy. 

"The crew is eagerly anticipating completing the overhaul 
and returning as a front line operational asset of the Pacific 
Fleet. The relocation will occur at the conclusion of our 
modernization next spring," said Molina. 

Prior to her overhaul, Pasadena has earned repeated 
accolades and awards. Among these awards are the Tactical 
"T," the Engineering "E," the Navigation "N," the Deck 
Seamanship "D," the Damage Control "DC," the Medical "M," 
the Battle Efficiency "E," the Navy Unit Commendation, the 
Navy Expeditionary Medal, and the Global War on Terrorism 
Expeditionary Medal. In addition to these prestigious 
operational accolades, the ship has also earned the 
COMSUBPAC Golden Anchor Award for retention 
excellence. 
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Pasadena, the third ship to be named for Pasadena, Calif., 
is the U.S. Navy's second "Improved" 688 Class nuclear-

powered submarine. 
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49. DoD’s Menu Makeover: Expect Ethnic Options, Spicier Food 
(NAVY TIMES 23 JUL 12) ... Joshua Stewart 

Shipboard chow may soon come with a Latin flavor or a 
dash of Asian pepper under a plan to create a healthier, more 
diverse menu for Sailors and other service members. 

The Joint Services Recipe Committee is in the midst of 
overhauling the military’s official collection of recipes for 
foods that are cooked up in galleys and field kitchens around 
the globe. The move is a response to growing diversity in the 
military, the more sophisticated palates of today’s service 
members and the Defense Department’s desire for them to eat 
healthier foods. “It’s the perfect opportunity to shape things 
for the future,” said Cmdr. Danny King, director of Navy food 
services. 

It’s unclear when the troops will actually begin tasting the 
changes. Specific new dishes have not been named, either, but 
the focus is on Latino and Asian dishes that seem popular 
among service members, along with exotic sauces and spices, 
officials said. 

The committee has partnered with the Culinary Institute 
of America, the country’s premier culinary school, in order to 
give the new meals more credibility. The idea is that if the 
institute says it’s good, the people who consume the food will 
welcome it more, said Jennifer Person Whippo, a registered 
dietician and the nutrition program manager at Navy Supply 
Systems Command. 

The recipe collection, which is managed by the Armed 
Forces Recipe Service and dubbed “the deck,” has been 
around since the 1960s and was originally developed with a 
classic American palate in mind. 

Today’s military has wider interests, Person Whippo said. 
For example, there have been requests for Puerto Rican and 
Filipino meals, she said. 

“It’s not enough to put a coating of a simple hot sauce in a 
chicken wing and think that you’ve made an acceptable dish,” 
said Priscilla Dolloffcrane, the Army’s representative to the 
committee at the Joint Culinary Center of Excellence at the 
Army’s Quartermaster School at Fort Lee, Va. “We are 
seeking a balance in flavors, contrasts in textures, attention to 
portion sizes and the doability with the kitchen equipment, all 
within budget of cost, time and labor.” 

DoD’s Kitchen Manual 
The current recipe collection, which came out in 2003, 

covers everything from soup to nuts, from appetizers to veggie 
combos. Military cooks can choose from more than 2,200 
recipes, roughly enough to fill 100 standard recipe boxes, and 
the index alone stretches 71 pages. 

The recipes are sorted by type or the prime ingredients 
they use. There’s bar cookies, drop cookies, frozen cookies 
and sliced cookies. There’s also beef chili, chipped beef, beef 
chunks, corned beef, diced beef, beef fajita strips, ground beef, 
beef hash, beef liver and more. 

There are four types of eggrolls, six types of lasagna, 
eight variations on the taco, 15 uses for bacon, and a 22-pound 
frozen meatloaf bib, whatever that is. 

There are recipes for things as simple as instant coffee. 
And there’s a 25-ingredient pasta Provencal that uses 10 
pounds of penne to serve 100. 

There are zero recipes with tofu. 
How Updates Are Made 
The process of changing the military menu is more 

complex than trying out a new dish in your home kitchen — 
some of the meals are served aboard ships and in remote parts 
of the world with limited supplies and cooking equipment on 
hand. 

The overhaul will make recipes more consistent and 
easier to follow. The committee will also consider recent 
developments in food and nutritional science, Dolloffcrane 
said. 

The committee meets quarterly and identifies new 
products to be tested on a dish-by-dish basis at the Army’s 
food lab in Natick, Mass. When a recipe is suggested, 
dietitians will write it and scale it to 100 portions, Person 
Whippo said. 

The difficulty of developing a new dish depends on the 
nature of the food. If there’s a similar item already in the 
menu, it will be easier than starting something entirely new. 

In the case of a brand-new dish, first comes research, 
followed by ingredient searches. 

Next comes the testing — for safety, and until evaluators 
consistently say the dish is “really good.” It could take weeks 
before it’s done, but if it all works out, an electronic version of 
the recipe can be sent out quickly. It takes “far longer” to 
publish the entire database of reworked recipes, Dolloffcrane 
said. 

So, if you’re tofu-averse, take comfort that it will take 
some time before a recipe with the pasty-white bean curds 
passes muster and shows up in a chow line near you. 

Until then, keep scarfing down that liver, in all four 
versions. 
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50. NS Newport Hosts STEM Summer Camp 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 13 JUL 12) ... Lisa Rama, Naval Station Newport Public Affairs 

NEWPORT, R.I. -- Naval Station Newport hosted 29 high 
school juniors and seniors, July 9 - 13, for a five-day Science, 
Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM) camp 
codenamed, Starbase Poseidon. 

The Office of Naval Research funded pilot program for 
Newport was hosted by the Naval War College, Naval 
Academy Preparatory School and Naval Station Newport. 

The program included intensive curriculum in physics, 
chemistry, mathematics and English, along with Navy-focused 
field trips to the USS Constitution in Boston, Surface Warfare 
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Officers School (SWOS) for a simulator tour, Naval War 
College and a day-long visit to Submarine Base New London 
in Groton, Conn. 

The students were offered counseling on college 
admission preparation and exposure to Navy education 
programs. 

The submarine base tour included visits to their museum 
with tours of the USS Nautilus; a hands-on class on 
electrolysis (how submarines extract oxygen from water while 
underway); and lunch at the galley, followed by a visit to the 
Submarine School and a tour aboard the USS San Juan (SSN 
751). 

"I think visiting the Naval War College war gaming 
department and the Surface Warfare Officers school 
simulators to see how they virtually model each other and 
work the tactics was a highlight of the camp," said Oge Onye, 
of Providence, R.I., a camp counselor who is entering her 
junior year as an environmental science major at St. Johns 
University, Queens, NY. 

"Seeing how you can use technology and engineering in 
the Navy was another highlight of the camp," she said. 

"I think that the camp's academic program has been above 
average because some of the classes in particular - the 
electromagnetic area of the physics classes and the 
demonstrations - were not anything we could have done in my 
high school," Onye said. 

"We worked with 75,000 volts of electricity and that's not 
something we do in high school. The classes in particular 
exposed me to stuff that I will be taking in the future, and 
made me even more inclined to want to pursue later on," she 
said. 

Other students had similar feedback. Some of the 29 
students had military connections and aspirations for future 
careers in the military - whether Navy or another branch. 

Daniel Reynolds, a senior at Portsmouth High School, 
Portsmouth, R.I., is interested in pursuing a career in 
aeronautical or aerospace engineering, and is an applicant to 
the U.S. Naval Academy and for an NROTC scholarship. His 
father, Col. John Reynolds, is an instructor at the Naval War 
College and is very proud that his son wants to serve his 
country. 

"He tried to push me to West Point but I think he realizes 
that I'm more of a Navy or Air Force guy," said Reynolds, 
with a smile. 

"Some highlights for me have been the academics because 
they were designed and prepared to show the most about the 
STEM sciences so the students got a good feel for what a 
STEM career could be like," Reynolds said. "They have done 
a lot for me personally because it helped me to solidify my 
desire to pursue a STEM career." 

From the feedback received from Starship Poseidon 
participants, Newport organizers are viewing this first run 
STEM camp as a success and look forward to adjusting the 
schedules, fine-tuning the curriculum and hopefully having 
even more students participate next year. 

One of the main objectives of the camp was to actually let 
the young men and women see different ways STEM careers 
contribute to the success of the Navy, and how STEM careers 
are so much more than just desk jobs. 

The camp ended July 13 following a final presentation by 
the Naval Undersea Warfare Center and an awards ceremony. 

"It was incredible to see how the military live here. I 
learned so much this week that I didn't even know before," 
surmised camp participant Alicia Clark, of Providence. 
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51. Naval Sea Corp Teaches Teens Military, Leadership Skills At Saginaw Valley State University 
(SAGINAW (MI) NEWS 13 JUL 12) ... Emily Pfund 

KOCHVILLE TOWNSHIP, MI — While many of their 
peers are sleeping in and relaxing this summer, 50 teens in the 
Naval Sea Corps have woken up early every day this week to 
learn how to march, shoot guns and fight fires at a training 
camp at Saginaw Valley State University. 

The Naval Sea Corps is a youth program sponsored by the 
Navy League of the United States that teaches cadets ages 10 
to 18 military and leadership skills. 

Public Affairs Officer Joy Clark said that each local 
division hosts its own training in the summer. Cadets often 
travel to trainings in other states based on their interests and 
what they wish to study. 

At the SVSU camp, which is sponsored by the H.R. Doud 
Division, headquartered at the Navy Operations Support 
Center in Saginaw, began Saturday July 7 and runs through 
Sunday, cadets could choose train as Honor Guard, Master-At-
Arms or Firefighters. 

The youngest cadets, ages 10 to 13, are known as League 
Cadets. 

For the 50 cadets participating in the summer training, 
each day begins with physical training, referred to as “P.T.” at 
6 a.m. The cadets are kept busy with classroom instruction, 
drills and other activities until lights out at 10 p.m. 

In addition to their training drills, the cadets learn military 
discipline through uniform and bunk inspections like the ones 
they would face in the armed services. 

"They actually really like the structure," Clark said. 
Clark said local organizations volunteer their time to help 

with the training. One of the football coaches at SVSU runs 
each morning’s P.T. session and local law enforcement 
organizations, like the Michigan State Police and U.S. Coast 
Guard gave demonstrations and lessons. 

Seaman Tyrone Coleman of Saginaw Township, a senior 
at Heritage High School, is in the Master-At-Arms training 
and said one of his favorite activities of the week was learning 
room-clearing with local police. 

“That was quite fun,” he said. “We’re going shooting this 
evening.” 

Another cadet in Master-At-Arms training, Seaman Levi 
Gunsell of Pigeon, MI, said the Sea Corps sets him apart from 
other teens. 

“Without this program I would just be a normal teenager,” 
Seaman Gunsell said. “I’d probably be 20 pounds fatter too. 
This is keeping me fit.” 

Both cadets said they have family members in the military 
and are planning futures in the military for themselves. 
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The training isn’t all solemn marching and hard work, the 
cadets said. 

“There’s some shenanigans,” Seaman Coleman said with 
a grin. “In the barracks it can be crazy.” 

The League CAdets, Nicholas Trevino of Saginaw, 11, 
Stephen Rumely of Hartford, 13, and Matthew Altergott of 
Bay City, 10, spent their week learning basic skills like 
marching, maintaining their uniforms and how to work as a 
team. They also got to spend time training with some of the 
older cadets. 

Rumely said his favorite part of the week was working 
with the Sea Cadets, “learning what they learn and learning to 
work as a team.” 

Trevino said his favorite activity was training with the 
firefighters group, where they played a game called “Water 
Ball.” 

“You have to shoot a ball back and forth with a fire hose,” 
he said. “It’s like tug-of-war, but with hoses.” 

Rumely said he is already considering a career in the 
Navy or Army. 

When the League Cadets trained with the Honor Guard 
group, the older cadets asked if they could join them at the 
Honor Guard performance Saturday, Clark said. 

The honor guard will perform from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Saturday at the Castle Museum of Saginaw County History at 
500 Federal Ave. in Saginaw. 

Trevino said the invitation made them feel “special and 
wanted.” 

“It was excellent,” Rumely said. 
Summer training sessions like the one at SVSU last from 

nine to 16 days and are required for rank advancement in the 
Sea Corps, Clark said. Cadets drill with their home divisions 
about once a month for two days. 
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52. Senators To Honor Firefighters For Miami Response 
(PORTSMOUTH (NH) HERALD 15 JUL 12) 

PORTSMOUTH — U.S. Sens. Jeanne Shaheen, D-N.H., 
and Kelly Ayotte, R-N.H., will recognize local firefighters on 
Monday, July 16, for their successful response to the USS 
Miami fire at Portsmouth Naval Shipyard in May. 

During the ceremony in the city, Shaheen and Ayotte will 
present a Senate resolution honoring the first responders that 
they introduced along with U.S. Sens. Olympia Snowe and 
Susan Collins, both R-Maine, Richard Blumenthal, D-Conn., 
Scott Brown, R-Mass., John Kerry, D-Mass., and Joe 
Lieberman, I-Conn. 

The June 7 resolution commends the service of all those 
who successfully contained the May 23 fire, minimized 
damage to the submarine and ensured there was no loss of life. 

The ceremony will take place at 9:30 a.m. at Prescott 
Park. 

NCIS Offers Reward For Shipyard Fire Information 
A $5,000 reward is being offered for information that 

leads to an arrest in connection with a fire at Portsmouth 
Naval Shipyard in June, according to a news report from 
WMUR. 

The television station, on its Web site, reported the Naval 
Criminal Investigative Service is offering a $5,000 reward for 
information that leads to an arrest in connection with the June 

16 fire in the dry dock where the USS Miami submarine is 
located. 

The June fire was not related to a fire aboard the 
submarine in May, which caused an estimated $400 million in 
damage. That fire was reportedly caused when a vacuum 
cleaner sucked up hot material. 

The small fire in the dry dock June 16 was quickly 
extinguished. The NCIS, according to WMUR, said it's also 
seeking information about a fire alarm activated in the same 
area June 19. 

The U.S. Navy has convened a special panel to 
investigate the fire aboard Miami. The Naval Warfare 
Development Command will lead the panel. All current 
investigations will fall under the jurisdiction of the panel. 
Investigations include those run by Naval Sea Systems 
Command and the Naval Criminal Investigative Service. 

Fire tips 
Anyone with information about the June 16 fire can call 

NCIS at (207) 438-1330 or (207) 438-2509. Anonymous tips 
can be sent by text message by texting "NCIS" plus the 
information to 274637 (CRIMES) or online at 
www.ncis.navy.mil. 
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NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
53. Cole Shipmates, Families Await Justice 12 Years On 
Alleged bombing mastermind faces hearing Tuesday 
(WASHINGTON TIMES 16 JUL 12) ... Kristina Wong 

The Navy destroyer was moored for a routine refueling 
stop at the Port of Aden in Yemen on a Thursday morning 
when two men in a small civilian boat approached. They 
smiled and waved at crew members as they guided their vessel 
toward the port side of the ship. 

Suddenly, they increased speed, aiming their boat like a 
dart at the warship’s waterline. 

It was Oct. 12, 2000, and the ship was the USS Cole. 
“I was sitting at my desk at 11:18 when there was a 

thunderous explosion. You could feel all 505 feet and 8,400 

tons of guided missile destroyer quickly and violently thrust 
up and to the right,” said retired Navy Cmdr. Kirk Lippold, 
commanding officer of the Cole at that time. 

“We seemed to hang for a second in the air, came back 
down, rocked from side to side, ceiling tiles popped out, lights 
went out, everything on my desk popped up, landed back 
down,” Cmdr. Lippold said. 

The blast, which tore a 40-by-60-foot hole in the Cole’s 
steel hull, killed 17 Sailors and wounded 39 others — the 
deadliest assault on a U.S. warship in more than a decade. The 
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al Qaeda terrorist network claimed responsibility for the 
suicide attack. 

On Tuesday, the accused mastermind of the Cole attack 
— Abd al-Rahim Hussayn Muhammad al-Nashiri — is set to 
appear at a military court hearing at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba. 

A Saudi of Yemeni descent, al-Nashiri, 47, is charged 
with 11 counts related to orchestrating the Cole bombing, as 
well as an attempted attack on the USS the Sullivans in 
January 2000. He faces the death penalty. 

‘It Still Hurts’ 
For John and Gloria Clodfelter of Mechanicsville, Va., 

Tuesday’s hearing is just one step along the long road for 
closure. 

The Clodfelters lost their eldest son in the Cole attack — 
Petty Officer 3rd Class Kenneth Clodfelter, 21 — and they 
will make the trip to the Guantanamo Bay detention facility to 
attend al-Nashiri’s hearing. 

“I owe it to my son to go ahead and make certain that they 
haven’t gotten away with this stuff. To be able to face this 
person and, if nothing else, to let him know that he hasn’t 
gotten away with what they did,” Mr. Clodfelter, a retired Air 
Force veteran, said in a phone interview. 

“It still hurts. It still hurts a whole lot,” he said. “But it’s 
important that people make certain that it’s not forgotten. 

“If people do forget about what happened, it’s going to be 
that much easier for them to do it to another Navy ship,” he 
said. 

The Clodfelters have a daughter who is serving in the 
Navy and recently returned from an eight-month deployment. 

The hearing will not mark their first encounter with al-
Nashiri. They saw him in October during his arraignment. He 
waved his hands while walking into court, just like the suicide 
bombers had done toward the crew of the USS Cole that day, 
Mr. Clodfelter said. 

‘Sealed Our Fate’ 
Unlike the 9/11 terrorist attacks a year later, the USS Cole 

attack was never met with a military response. 
Bruce Riedel, senior fellow at the Brookings Institution 

and a former National Security Council official under 
Presidents Clinton and George W. Bush, said that no definitive 
intelligence at the time linked the attack to Osama bin Laden 
or al Qaeda. 

“The intelligence community said it was their judgment 
that it was an al Qaeda attack but they couldn’t prove that until 
much later,” he said. 

Both the Clinton and Bush administrations ultimately 
chose not to respond, said Cmdr. Lippold, who recently 
penned a book on the attack, “Front Burner: Al Qaeda’s 
Attack on the USS Cole.” 

“All the Clinton administration wanted to do was wrap up 
the investigation and get out of town, and not leave any 
political baggage on the table. By the same token, the Bush 
administration came in and viewed the attack as ‘stale,’ 
according to Deputy Secretary of Defense [Paul] Wolfowitz, 
so they didn’t respond. They took the attitude of ‘forward 
acting, not backward looking,’” Cmdr. Lippold said. 

“And consequently with no reaction to the Cole, bin 
Laden was incensed, and felt that we were weak, that we 
wouldn’t respond, and while we will never be able to ask the 

big unanswered question of had we responded to Cole, would 
we have tipped a piece of intelligence somewhere to detect 
9/11 — I guarantee you, by doing nothing, we sealed our 
fate,” he said. 

‘Justice Takes Time’ 
During this week’s three-day hearing, a military judge 

will hear arguments from the defense and prosecution on 
motions that will affect how the case is tried. 

The motions include whether evidence obtained through 
waterboarding will be admissible, whether al-Nashiri can give 
a current photo of himself to his family to show his condition, 
and whether his upcoming trial will be aired via closed-circuit 
or broadcast to a larger audience. 

The motions hearing has been a long time coming, given 
that al-Nashiri was first charged in 2008. 

There are several reasons for the delay, said Heritage 
Foundation senior legal fellow Charles “Cully” Stimson, a 
military judge and trial lawyer who served as deputy assistant 
secretary of defense for detainee affairs in the Bush 
administration. 

Mr. Stimson noted that al-Nashiri was on the lam until 
2002, when he was captured by the CIA, which held him as a 
law-of-war prisoner until September 2006. As an enemy 
combatant, al-Nashiri lacked the right to be brought to trial. 

In 2006, the Supreme Court ruled in Hamdan v. Rumsfeld 
that the president needs express congressional authorization to 
establish military commissions to try combatants. A rewrite of 
the commissions law was approved and signed later that year. 

Mr. Stimson also noted that since military court judges 
are independent, they move cases as quickly as they can but 
according to their own schedules. 

Al-Nashiri’s defense counsel, Richard Kammen, is 
challenging every aspect of the government’s case in a 
“zealous and ethical manner,” he said. 

“These things take time,” Mr. Stimson said. “The wheels 
of justice go very slow but they do so with deliberate speed. 
Justice takes time.” 

The case also stalled when the Obama administration in 
2009 tried to transfer the cases of al-Nashiri and five accused 
9/11 plotters to civilian federal court as part of an effort to 
close the Guantanamo Bay detention facility, which human 
rights groups said violates the Geneva Conventions. They also 
argued that military tribunals were flawed because they allow 
defendants to be convicted with hearsay evidence and do not 
compel the government to put all of its witnesses on the stand. 

Staunch opposition from Congress blocked the transfers, 
and the military commissions system underwent another 
reform in 2009 that expanded the rights of the accused and 
prohibited the use of evidence obtained by torture or cruel, 
inhumane and degrading treatment. The changes were 
implemented in 2010. In 2011, the U.S. renewed the cases 
against al-Nashiri and five accused 9/11 plotters under 
military tribunals at Gitmo. 

“I am incredibly disappointed that it’s taken as long as it 
has,” said Cmdr. Lippold. “The defense team has lodged over 
100 motions that have to be acted upon, each one is going to 
take weeks and not months. The defense is going to drag this 
process out for years. The American people are not going to 
see justice.” 
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54. U.S. Air Force Tests Biofuel At $59 Per Gallon 
(REUTERS 15 JUL 12) ... David Alexander 

WASHINGTON -- The U.S. Navy angered Republicans 
by spending $26 a gallon for biofuels for this week's Great 
Green Fleet demonstration, but the Air Force received little 
attention when it paid twice as much per gallon to test 
synthetic jet fuel last month. 

The Air Force bought 11,000 gallons of alcohol-to-jet fuel 
from Gevo Inc, a Colorado biofuels company, at $59 a gallon 
in a program aimed at proving that new alternative fuels can 
be used reliably in military aircraft - once, that is, their pricing 
is competitive with petroleum, which now costs $3.60 a 
gallon. 

The cost of the Air Force demonstration - $639,000 - was 
far less eye-catching than the $12 million the Navy spent for 
biofuels to power a carrier strike group on alternative energy 
for a day. 

But it was part of the same Pentagon push, which has 
escalated under the administration of President Barack 
Obama, to adopt green solutions to rising fuel costs. 

Some Republican lawmakers have criticized the high 
price-per-gallon paid by the Navy as wasteful Pentagon 
spending at a time of significant budget cuts and a shrinking 
fleet. 

They have also blasted Obama for making green energy a 
cornerstone of his agenda, with federal funds flowing to 
alternative energy companies that may not make economic 
sense, as in the case of bankrupt solar-panel maker Solyndra. 

Jeff Scheib, Gevo vice president for fuels, said the 
alcohol-to-jet fuel made for the Air Force was expensive as it 
came from a small demonstration plant in Silsbee, Texas, 
which makes only 7,500 to 8,000 gallons of biofuel a month. 

Once the company builds a commercial-scale refinery, 
expected around 2015, "we believe we can be cost competitive 
on an all-in basis with petroleum jet fuel over the life of a 
contract," Scheib said. 

Pentagon officials say alternative fuel development is 
strategically important because the United States relies too 
heavily on fossil fuels from foreign sources, leaving it 
vulnerable to price shocks and disruptions. 

Huge Annual Fuel Bills 
The Air Force spends about $10 billion a year on energy, 

with nearly $9 billion of that being for jet fuel, Kevin Geiss, 
Air Force deputy assistant secretary for energy, said recently. 

Planning is done two years in advance, so officials in 
2009 were expecting jet fuel to cost about $2.37 a gallon in 
2011. Instead, prices rose as high as $3.96 a gallon. 

"What that results in, for this year, was about a billion 
dollar shortfall from what we had budgeted for in fuel," Geiss 
said. 

Geiss said Air Force work on biofuels was focused on 
ensuring that products likely to achieve commercial-scale 
production are formulated correctly for use in aircraft engines. 
The Navy's mission is much broader, he said. 

The Obama administration directed the Navy last year to 
work with the Agriculture and Energy departments to invest 
up to $510 million to help private industry partners develop a 
viable alternative energy market capable of producing cost-
competitive marine and jet fuels. 

Some companies involved in the push to build a biofuels 
industry have connections to prominent Democratic backers, 
further raising Republican skepticism of the effort. 

Vinod Khosla, whose venture capital firm says it played a 
central role in funding and developing Gevo's business 
strategy, has given campaign contributions of $474,534 since 
1996, 86 percent of which has gone to Democrats, according 
to data compiled by opensecrets.org. Khosla's firm owned a 27 
percent stake in Gevo as of the company's March federal filing 
with the Securities and Exchange Commission. 

Khosla also has close ties to another venture capital firm 
whose team includes Al Gore, the former vice president and 
Democratic presidential candidate in 2000. 

Gevo did not immediately respond to queries about what 
role, if any, Khosla played in helping the firm secure 
government grants or contracts. 

Republicans upset over Navy spending on biofuels are 
backing legislation that could bar the Pentagon from 
contracting for fuels that are more expensive than traditional 
petroleum, something that worries military officials. 

The officials agree that purchases for operational 
quantities of fuel should be at competitive prices, but they 
warn that legislative language could restrict them and 
ultimately make it difficult for them to economize. 

"Congress has been very vocal in not wanting us to pay a 
huge premium to use alternative fuels. I get that," Geiss said. 

"Our goal is that it's got to be cost-competitive. But cost- 
competitive doesn't mean that you've got a bright line that you 
can't even .... (exceed by) a penny. I think in trying to define 
these lines, they may be presenting some challenges for us," 
he said. 

Supporters of the alternative fuel industry argue that green 
energy spending will eventually help cushion price volatility. 
They have begun to push back against Republican criticism. 

A coalition of groups, including the powerful American 
Farm Bureau Federation, bought full-page ads in a Capitol 
Hill publication this week with glossy photos of biofuels 
success stories. 

Those featured Gevo's Luverne, Minnesota, plant for 
producing isobutanol, an alcohol that can be added to gasoline 
like ethanol or processed into other chemicals. 

Admiral Jonathan Greenert, chief of naval operations, and 
a group of retired senior officers briefed about 100 Senate 
staffers on Thursday about the Navy's use of alternative fuels. 

Dan Nolan, a retired Army colonel, said biofuels were 
currently too expensive to purchase in operational quantities 
but it made sense to begin testing because "strategically if we 
can start moving toward that … it's going to be worth every 
penny we invest in it now." 

Despite Republican criticism over biofuel spending, the 
military is proceeding with its programs. Geiss said the Air 
Force expected to finish certification soon of the alternative 
fuels that appear to have the best chance of reaching 
commercial production in the coming years. 

The Navy's Green Fleet demonstration takes place on 
Wednesday, and the service is moving ahead with plans to 
help fund biofuel refineries. 

"At the end of the day," said Geiss, "if their program is 
successful, all of the services would benefit." 
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55. 'Core Values' Missing In Scandal's Wake 
(SAN ANTONIO EXPRESS-NEWS 15 JUL 12) ... Sig Christenson 

The Air Force has three core values, and they're drilled 
into recruits from their first hours of basic training. 

As they march at Joint Base San Antonio-Lackland, they 
pass signs saying, “Integrity,” “Service before self” and 
“Excellence in all we do.” 

“There is a reason there are three core values,” said 
retired Air Force Chief of Staff Gen. Ronald Fogleman, who 
created the ethos for his service in the wake of a series of 
disciplinary problems during the mid-1990s. “You can 
remember them.” 

As the first of a series of basic training instructors 
prepares to go on trial this week on charges of sexually 
assaulting 10 women at Joint Base San Antonio-Lackland, 
Fogleman is angry, disappointed and confused. Somehow, 
something so simple and often repeated was forgotten. 

The instructor, Staff Sgt. Luis A. Walker, is one of 12 
under investigation for misconduct with recruits and among 
six who have been charged so far with sexual misconduct. The 
Air Force lists 31 women in basic and technical training here 
as victims. Walker is charged with raping one of the women, 
and could be sentenced to life in prison. 

At least one other instructor admitted to having been 
involved with 10 women and also sharing steroids with two 
other trainers — both charged with having sex with recruits. 

“This is so basic to what it means to be a part of the 
United States Air Force, an enlisted troop, a noncommissioned 
officer, an officer,” Fogleman said, “that I just have trouble 
understanding how an organization that is charged with 
inculcating the core values of the organization into new 
recruits can slip to the point where we see these apparent 
actions that took place.” 

In his “Little Blue Book,” a manual on core values he 
ordered given to recruits and airmen throughout the service, 
Fogleman defines integrity as “the inner voice; the voice of 
self-control; the basis for the trust imperative in today's 
military.” 

“Integrity is the ability to hold together and properly 
regulate all of the elements of a personality. A person of 
integrity, for example, is capable of acting on conviction. A 
person of integrity can control impulses and appetites,” he 
states. 

Retired Gen. Donald Cook, who once headed the Air 
Force's training command here, continued it this way: 
“Integrity is simple: doing what's right when no one is looking 
or doing the harder right than easier wrong.” 

Trust In Shambles 
Retired Gen. Eugene Habiger, who headed the U.S. 

Strategic Command, likens Lackland's instructors to guardians 
of the Holy Grail, saying they're responsible for passing on 
values that are crucial to the Air Force's ability to defend the 
nation. But trust has been compromised in the wake of the 
instructor scandal, which so far has seen 35 trainers removed 
from their jobs for a variety of misconduct allegations. 

The Air Force says most of its 473 or so instructors are 
doing their jobs well, but it is trying to find out how bad things 
are. Three investigations are under way, and several ideas are 

being studied for changing how the NCOs who work as 
instructors are selected and trained. 

The maelstrom enveloping Lackland, home of an Air 
Force boot camp that graduates 35,000 airmen annually, was 
triggered by revelations of sexual misconduct between 
instructors and their students, all women. 

Maj. Gen. Leonard Patrick, whose 2nd Air Force in 
Biloxi, Miss., oversees basic and technical training, said he 
worries about the scope of the problem. 

“I want to know how deep it went, and between those 
three investigations, we're going to get to the bottom of it,” he 
said. 

The breach in trust went beyond sex between instructors 
and students. Some instructors violated orders to stop talking 
to and seeing the women they were accused of assaulting. 
After pressuring the women to have sex, sometimes by 
threatening their careers, they warned them that their futures 
would be jeopardized by telling investigators the truth. 

In a number of cases, the women initially lied to the 
investigators. 

One training unit in particular had serious problems. Nine 
of the 12 instructors yanked from their jobs after being 
accused of misconduct came from the 331st Training 
Squadron. The problems, however, were not isolated to 
instructors having improper relationships. 

‘At First, I Didn't Do Anything' 
At least one instructor waited a month before telling 

authorities what he knew. Staff Sgt. Craig LeBlanc bragged to 
a fellow NCO, Staff Sgt. Christopher Beck, about having 
intercourse with a woman in a supply room. 

Beck heard the story hours after the sexual encounter 
occurred Oct. 10, 2011. He didn't tell authorities about it until 
mid-November — after LeBlanc told him of a tryst with a 
second airman. 

“At first, I didn't do anything,” Beck testified. After being 
asked why, he replied, “Loyalty. I didn't process it at all.” 

Testifying at LeBlanc's evidentiary hearing, Beck said he 
stayed silent out of fear that he'd be ostracized by the 
squadron. But as the month ensued, Beck wrestled with his 
silence. 

Beck Declined To Be Interviewed. 
He violated military law by not reporting the crime once 

he became aware of it, said retired Lt. Col. Geoffrey Corn, a 
Houston attorney who served as the Army's senior Law of 
Land Warfare expert. But the 2nd Air Force's Patrick said he 
isn't aware of an investigation into the delayed report. 

Retired Brig. Gen. Richard Coleman, former commander 
of the Air Force's Security Forces agency, said NCO 
leadership requires immediate action when something is 
wrong. 

“It's like the damned Penn State business,” he said. 
“Everybody up there knew about it, but they didn't do 
anything about it. You don't wait until something becomes 
very cancerous to deal with. It needs to be dealt with then.” 

Changes In Training 
Changes are coming in the wake of the scandal. In a June 

28 Pentagon news conference, Gen. Edward Rice Jr., 
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commander of the Air Force Education and Training 
Command, said steps were taken after the first misconduct 
allegation was made almost a year ago to better protect 
recruits. 

Reacting to the discovery that some recruits were targeted 
for sexual favors by instructors late in their training, the 737th 
Training Group commander, Col. Glenn Palmer, began 
briefing airmen about assault awareness issues before their 
graduation. He started making a similar speech last fall to 
recruits in their first week of training. 

Rice said he also is considering other actions, including 
assigning women trainers to lead all-female flights. If that is 
ordered, it won't be easy, since women make up 11 percent of 
trainers and twice that percent of recruits. 

Cook, who led the training command from 2001 to 2005, 
wonders if the Air Force ought to require its NCOs to serve a 
tour as training instructors instead of only accepting 
volunteers. Having two training instructors oversee every 
flight, a unit of about 50 basic trainees, is another option, he 
said, adding it's important “to assign females in the right 
numbers to the critical positions where they can have the most 
influence.” 

At Lackland, commanders have placed 40 new comment 
boxes in stairwells. While such boxes always were available to 
recruits in base dining facilities, few used them out of fear of 
being seen by instructors — and risking their wrath. 

“Don't put the reporting box in the direct view of the 
snake pit,” an airman wrote in a March 17 survey on the base, 

referring to an area of the dining halls where instructors sit, 
often peppering recruits with questions. 

Whack-A-Mole 
Months will pass before the investigations have been 

completed and Rice possibly orders a makeover of boot camp 
at Lackland and training at 11 other AETC bases. Efforts by 
some lawmakers to hold congressional hearings on what went 
wrong could lead to action. 

Tailhook, Aberdeen and the Air Force Academy scandals 
came and went, and now Lackland is on center stage. Critics 
of the military blame its legal system in large part for the 
recurring scandals. They say few women report sexual 
harassment and rape because the legal system discourages 
them. 

Retired Col. Morris Davis, a former chief prosecutor at 
Guantanamo Bay who investigated a 2003 Air Force Academy 
sex scandal, said one problem at Lackland is the huge power 
imbalance between instructors and trainees, whom he likened 
to guards and prison inmates. 

Young people, many on their own for the first time, are 
vulnerable to instructors who control their every move, he 
said. Many of them want careers in the Air Force and are wary 
of rocking the boat. Those going forward with an accusation, 
he said, risk being viewed as malcontents, as some women did 
in the Air Force Academy scandal. 

“It's almost a decade later, and it's déjà vu all over again,” 
Davis said. “History has repeated itself over again. It's just a 
different location.” 
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56. Obama Has Lunch With Military Wives In Virginia Beach 
(USA TODAY 13 JUL 12) ... Aamer Madhani, 

VIRGINIA BEACH, Va.—President Obama kicked off a 
day of campaigning by having lunch with a small group of 
military wives here. 

At Rick's Place, a Cajun eatery just a couple of miles from 
Oceana Naval Air Station, the president sat down with three 
wives of Navy Sailors as well as Virginia Senate candidate 
Tim Kaine and Sen. Mark Warner. 

The campaign touts that, under Obama, more than 
800,000 veterans have access to improved health care and 
education benefits, nearly 21,000 Virginia veterans took 
advantage of the post 9/11 GI Bill educational benefits, and 
90,000 veterans and military spouses have been hired by 1,600 
companies in response to Obama's challenge to the private 
sector to hire 100,000 veterans. 

Sometimes employers don't want to hire military families, 
said Jennifer Farlin, the wife of a Navy commander who is 
currently deployed overseas who was among three women 
who met with the president. 

"Companies a lot of the time are more than happy to 
help," Obama noted. "But they haven't been asked, and there's 
not a structure for it." 

While Obama lost the overall veterans' vote in 2008, he 
managed to win the under 60 veteran vote—something even 
Vietnam war veteran John Kerry was unable to do in 2004. As 

a bloc that is made up largely of older voters, veterans have 
traditionally voted Republican. 

A strong showing with young veterans will be crucial to 
Obama's hopes for keeping Virginia blue again in 2012. 

This time, however, he's struggling mightily, despite 
efforts by his campaign to highlight his decision to end the 
war in Iraq and wind down the war in Afghanistan. He even 
trails the likely GOP nominee Mitt Romney among younger 
veterans by a 59%-32%, according to a Gallup poll in May. 

One of his struggles with vets is the enormous backlog on 
veterans claims, a problem that dates back to the George W. 
Bush administration but has only gotten worse in recent years. 
The Obama campaign notes that the Department of Veterans 
Affairs was able to hire approximately 2,300 claims 
processors with Recovery Act funding to help veterans get 
their benefits faster. 

In an open letter published in the Virginian-Pilot today, 
the likely GOP nominee Mitt Romney hit hard on Obama's 
record with veterans. 

"Under your administration, the backlog for wounded 
warriors receiving their disability has nearly doubled, and 
unemployment among young returning veterans is in double 
digits," Romney wrote. 
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57. TriWest Gives Up Fight To Keep Tricare Contract 
(NAVY TIMES 12 JUL 12) ... Patricia Kime 

TriWest Healthcare Alliance, the company that managed 
the Tricare West Region contract for 16 years, has decided to 
throw in the towel. 

The company, which lost the contract to UnitedHealth 
Group earlier this year and learned last week that the 
Government Accountability Office upheld that contract award, 
announced Friday that it will not continue fighting the 
decision. 

The company could have filed suit in U.S. Court of 
Federal Claims, but in a statement, company officials said they 
decided that “would not bring an end to the uncertainty that 
has plagued this program for three years and will only drive up 
the costs for all involved.” 

In their farewell, TriWest officials said the company has 
been honored to serve military personnel, families and retirees 
who “humble us with your sacrifice.” 

“Our greatest privilege these past 16 years has been to 
serve those who wear or have worn the uniforms of the United 
States and their families. “One thing is certain: We are 
committed to fulfilling all transition requirements through the 
end of our current contract on March 31.” 

TriWest won the contract when it initially was put up for 
bid in 2009, but after UnitedHealth lost an opportunity to 
manage a different Tricare region, the government reopened 
the bidding process in the West Region and UnitedHealth 
won. 

TriWest is a consortium of 17 Blue Cross and Blue Shield 
companies and university health systems that manage health 
networks in 21 states. 

During its corporate history, the company donated nearly 
$75 million to military support organizations, including the 
USO, Fisher House, Armed Services YMCA and others. 
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58. Study Calls For Better Assessment Of Government P.T.S.D. Programs 
(NEW YORK TIMES 14 JUL 12) ... James Dao 

In the first comprehensive review of the government's 
programs for treating post-traumatic stress disorder in service 
members and veterans, a panel of experts recommended on 
Friday that the Defense Department and the Department of 
Veterans Affairs expand access to services, particularly for 
people in rural areas, in the National Guard or Reserves, or in 
combat zones. 

The report, by the Institute of Medicine, also concluded 
that the two departments need to improve their assessment of 
how well their many treatment programs work, as well as find 
better ways of coordinating care that can begin overseas and 
then continue on bases or in small towns across the country. 

"There is a tremendous amount of good-will effort in both 
departments to provide good treatment," said Dr. Sandro 
Galea, a professor of epidemiology at Columbia University 
and the chairman of the committee. "The challenge is that in 
the rush to deliver treatment, assessment and monitoring has 
not been implemented rigorously, and that is a missed 
opportunity." 

The nearly 400-page report represents the first half of a 
multiyear review of the broad range of P.T.S.D. screening and 
care services provided by the two departments. A second 
report, to be released in 2014, will assess emerging treatments. 

The Pentagon is financing the study by the institute, part 
of the National Academy of Sciences. The 14 panel members 
included leading academicians in the fields of psychiatry, 
social work, family medicine and public health. 

P.T.S.D., an anxiety disorder set off by traumatic 
experiences, is estimated to affect as many as one in five of 
the 2.6 million service members who have deployed to Iraq or 
Afghanistan since 2001. The disorder, with symptoms that 
include flashbacks, sleeping disorders, irritability and 
hypervigilance, often does not emerge for months or even 
years after a deployment. 

In the second phase of its review, the panel hopes to get 
comprehensive data and demographic information on the 
troops and veterans who have received a diagnosis of 

P.T.S.D., as well as on the treatment they received and the 
cost of that care. 

Those statistics would provide a significant step forward 
in understanding the breadth and depth of P.T.S.D., since 
current efforts to estimate its prevalence vary widely. "The 
data exists," Dr. Galea said. "But it is scattered in many 
systems." 

The report, based on a review of literature, interviews and 
a visit to Fort Hood in Texas, found that the two departments 
have a wide array of programs for treating P.T.S.D. But it 
raised questions about the consistency of those programs, and 
about whether the two departments know which are effective. 

Dr. Galea said that treatment and rehabilitation programs 
can vary from base to base, and that even when services are 
standardized, they are often carried out differently. 

In describing barriers to care, the panel noted that both 
departments have hired thousands of health care providers in 
recent years, yet are still short of the personnel they need. 
Other obstacles included inaccessibility of services in rural 
areas or combat zones, fears among service members that their 
careers will be hurt if they seek treatment, and a lack of time 
in busy work schedules for lengthy treatment regimens. 

The report suggested that the broader use of telemedicine 
or virtual reality therapies could help expand treatment to 
inaccessible areas. It called on both departments to consider 
alternative therapies, like yoga, in conjunction with the most 
widely accepted ones, cognitive processing and prolonged 
exposure. 

And it said that the Defense Department should screen 
troops for P.T.S.D. annually, and not just before and after 
deployments, since the disorder can take years to emerge. The 
Department of Veterans Affairs already does annual 
screening, the report said. 

In a statement, the Pentagon said it was reviewing the 
report and had already begun addressing some of its 
recommendations. 
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59. Stand Down Gives Vets Something To Smile About 
Annual relief effort in San Diego focuses on providing dental care. 
(LOS ANGELES TIMES 16 JUL 12) ... Tony Perry 

SAN DIEGO -- Two dentists and two Navy dental 
corpsmen are working on the mouth of John Gardinier, an 
Army veteran who served in Vietnam and now lives in 
Tijuana near the clinic where he can get methadone for his 
drug addiction. 

"It's no good to have teeth that are rotten," Gardinier, 64, 
had said as he waited to be treated at the dental services area at 
the 25th annual Stand Down in San Diego for homeless and 
hard-luck military veterans. The relief effort brings together 
dozens of government agencies, nonprofits and volunteers to 
provide veterans with a variety of health and social services. 

Dr. Ben Kim, a volunteer and former Army soldier, and 
Dr. Shay Razmi, head of the dental department at Naval 
Medical Center San Diego, hovered over Gardinier -- aided by 
dental corpsmen Brock Frost and Joshua Fallick. 

Gardinier's remaining teeth show the ravages of age, drug 
addiction, smoking and lack of care. The pain from those teeth 
that are rotten and those that are worn to the roots had been 
intense and made it difficult for Gardinier to eat. 

"You doing OK?" Kim asked as the extractions continued. 
"One more to go." 

Within minutes, Kim and Razmi pulled seven of 
Gardinier's teeth. He was given pain medicine for when the 
Novocain wore off and also directions to a community clinic 
where he could get a set of low-cost dentures. 

So it went all day Friday, the opening day of the three-day 
Stand Down. 

At last year's Stand Down, Navy dentists, technicians and 
volunteers saw 270 patients and pulled 190 teeth, a 25% 
increase over the previous year; this year's numbers are 
expected to increase by another 25%, when final tallies are 
made. 

The focus of Stand Down has long been on providing 
medical care, counseling for substance abuse, assistance in 
finding shelter and clothing, and referrals for follow-up help 
from the Department of Veterans Affairs. 

But in recent years, dental care has taken on prominence. 
When a veteran's teeth go bad, it can exacerbate a variety 

of health conditions and even lead to life-threatening heart 
problems, Razmi said. Bad teeth can also trigger depression 
and a sense of hopelessness, she said. 

"Many of them have not had dental exams for 15 years or 
more and their mouths are full of abscesses and pus," she said. 
"Their conditions are often very complicated, and they have 
been in pain for a long time." 

Later this summer, Razmi and the others will be at the 
Stand Down for veterans in Orange County. In September, 
dentists from the Ostrow School of Dentistry at USC will be at 
the Stand Down in Compton for the second year. 

Dental and eyecare problems are the "hidden" conditions 
of homeless and downtrodden veterans, said Dr. Santosh 
Sundaresan, director of the USC Mobile Dental Clinic. "There 
just isn't much public perception that these are problems." 

USC dentists have also provided care for veterans at an 
event in Northern California and an event on campus for 
women veterans. 

"On our first trip, we were just blown away by the degree 
of dental need among the veterans," said Dr. Thomas Levy, 
director of undergraduate endodontics at the USC school. 

San Diego hosted the nation's first Stand Down, which 
this year attracted 1,050 veterans. The event ended Sunday 
night. 

For three nights, the veterans slept on cots in open-air 
tents; dozens of groups and individuals -- including service 
organizations, church groups, charitable foundations, and big-
ticket corporations -- sponsor booths where assistance is 
offered. 

The VA, Veterans Village of San Diego, and the Navy 
medical center were major sponsors and participants. Active-
duty Marines and sailors helped with the tents and logistics 
chores and mingled with the veterans, reinforcing the concept 
that the veterans' service is still honored by those currently in 
uniform. 

By early afternoon on Friday, the dentists and technicians 
had seen 80 patients. Dentists were busy helping patients on 
four reclining chairs, providing X-rays, exams and, most 
frequently, extractions. 

Jason Brabant, 32, an Army veteran hurt in a rollover 
vehicle accident, had waited months to have troublesome teeth 
pulled. The pain has added to his anxiety and sleeplessness. 

Bobby Grant, 55, a Navy veteran, who has been living in 
a public park in Escondido, was proud that his front teeth are 
still good. "But the back ones are going, going, gone," he said. 

Jack Pletzer, 54, an Army veteran, told the dentists that 
he's been losing weight rapidly because his teeth hurt too 
badly to eat. He uses a wheelchair and has other conditions, 
possibly tied to his diabetes and his refusal to take the 
medicine prescribed by a VA doctor. 

"I don't like that doctor," he said. 
The dentists pulled four of Pletzer's teeth, sutured his 

gums to stop some bleeding and gave him a stern lecture to 
take his diabetes medicine regardless of his view of the doctor. 
"OK," he said meekly. 

Bad teeth can sometimes lead to desperation. "I been 
thinking of just pulling mine out with my fingers," said 
Gardinier, a prospect that horrified the dentists. 

Like nearly all the others, Gardinier was a good patient, 
no complaining and effusive in his thanks. "He was gung-ho," 
Kim said. "They teach that in the Army." 

Because it needs space for two large air-conditioned 
vehicles that comprise the mobile clinic, the dental services 
area was tucked away at the corner of the Stand Down sprawl 
over a playing field at San Diego High School on the eastern 
edge of downtown. 

Even without much visibility or any advertising, the 
veterans with dental issues found the dental services area with 
no trouble. 

"Word of mouth has been good," Razmi said. 
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60. New Steps To Reduce VA Claims Backlog 
(MILITARY UPDATE 13 JUL 12) ... Tom Philpott 

The Department of Veterans Affairs is processing more 
than a million disability compensation claims a year, for 
veterans of every age and era, whether they served in wartime 
or during periods of relative calm. 

But that has not been enough to keep the claims backlog 
from rising through current wars and the expansion of 
compensation eligibility to more medical conditions, 
particularly for veterans who served in Vietnam. 

Claims today are more complex, involving nine to 11 
medical issues apiece, on average, versus an average of two 
raised by claimants after World War II. With claims 
increasingly complex, with more conditions eligible for 
payment and with VA still operating an archaic paper-driven 
process, 65 percent of pending claims remain in "backlog" 
status. 

That means they've been on file more than 125 days 
without a decision. 

The size of the current backlog is 558,000 claims out of 
an inventory of pending cases just below 900,000. VA 
Secretary Eric Shinseki promised two years ago to eliminate 
the backlog by 2015, and to raise the accuracy rate of claim 
decisions to 98 percent, up from 84 percent. 

A plan to get there is being executed, says VA under 
secretary for benefits, retired Air Force Brig. Gen. Allison 
Hickey. She and other senior officials explained key elements 
of it to reporters Wednesday. 

They include adopting a new electronic claims processing 
system VA wide, which still sounds like a Herculean task. But 
the effort also involves better training for claims handlers and 
a new operating model for how claims are categorized to 
move faster through the system on one of three tracks. 

There will be an "express" lane for uncomplicated claims 
of one or two health conditions, and also for "fully developed" 
claims that include all the evidence and supporting documents 
needed to process, typically compiled for vets with help from 
service officers of major veteran organizations. 

Another "special operations" lane will handle claims 
requiring special attention because wounds or illnesses are 
particularly serious, or the veteran is homeless or suffering a 
financial hardship. 

Finally a "core" lane will handle the roughly 60 percent of 
claims, those seeking compensation for more than two medical 
conditions and clearly needing more evidence gathering to 
process. 

Claims will be routed into one of these three segmented 
lanes through a new "intake processing center," Hickey 
explained. She estimated that 20 percent of claims could be 
resolved using the express lane, with the other 20 percent 
triaged into the special operations lane where claim reviewers 
and raters with greater skills and experience will work on 
them as teams. 

The new operating model will be in 16 VA regional 
offices by Sept. 30 this year and in all remaining regions by 
December 2013, Hickey said. 

Having served in her post 13 months, Hickey knows how 
frustrated members of Congress are with promises over many 
years that the claims backlog was being addressed. But no VA 

official called to testify in recent memory has been so verbally 
abused as Hickey was last month by Rep. Bob Filner (Calif.), 
ranking Democrat on the veterans affairs committee. 

At one point, in mocking Hickey, Filner shifted to falsetto 
voice to mimic the female retired general. It wasn't the 
committee's proudest moment in a Congress with public 
approval ratings near single digits. 

Filner, who is running for mayor of San Diego, says VA 
should address its backlog by starting disability pay as soon as 
claims are filed on the assumption most veterans are honest 
and most claims properly documented, just as the IRS does for 
tax filers. Only on discovering otherwise would payments stop 
and the VA presumably be tasked to seek restitution. 

At the June 19 hearing, Filner also berated representatives 
of major veterans organization for not being willing to "blow 
up" the current claim process despite how slow and inaccurate 
it is. 

Hickey didn't mention Filner's harangue on Wednesday 
but began her press call by noting that 61 percent of current 
claims are from veterans who have filed previous claims. 

"They have a new [medical] issue or the issue they have is 
aggravated," Hickey said. "They have new medical evidence 
that says it's gotten worse. They come back to us to have us re-
rate that [condition] for a higher percentage level." Of veterans 
filing these "supplemental claims," she added, 77 percent 
already are receiving some VA disability compensation. 

But VA, she said, is taking every step possible to 
transform its claim processes and to retrain and reorganize 
staff to address the backlog. She projects that backlog will fall 
to 60 percent of pending claims by the end of September and 
to 40 percent by Sept. 30, 2013. 

For the past two years, VA had 2300 of its most 
experienced claims processors – 37 percent of its entire claims 
staff – handling retroactive review of 260,000 Agent Orange 
cases affected by the 1985 Nehmer court ruling. That review is 
now complete with 131,000 Vietnam veterans or survivors 
having received $3.65 billion in retroactive payments. Starting 
this month, those 2300 processors are back to handling current 
claims. 

"I didn't get additional resources to do" Nehmer cases, 
Hickey said. 

Vietnam veterans will continue to file new claims as they 
are diagnosed with one or more conditions from a list of 
illnesses, including heart disease and Type II diabetes, that are 
presumed to be linked to Agent Orange exposure, no matter 
how brief the stay in Vietnam during the war. 

Other key tools that Hickey named for addressing the 
backlog remain pilot programs, but all are on schedule to be 
fielded soon department-wide. 

The paperless claim processing technology, called the 
Veterans Benefits Management System (VBMS), involves 
scanning claim files into digital format, which then can be 
searched easily by reviewers and raters to speed their 
decisions. The results of operating VBMA at four pilot 
locations show electronic claims being decided, on average, in 
119 days versus an average of 250 days to reach a paper claim 
decision, Hickey said. 
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61. Team Works To Recover Naval Plane That Crashed In 1944 Training Mission From Lake Michigan 
(OSHKOSH (WI) NORTHWESTERN 14 JUL 12) ... Laura K. Selenka 

Taras Lyssenko is eagerly awaiting an upcoming air 
venture on Lake Michigan. 

Unlike tourists flocking to picturesque sunrises and 
abundant water-play, Lyssenko knows this Great Lake holds 
historic gems in her depths. His eye is set on a WWII FM2 
Wildcat, 200 feet below the surface. 

Ensign William Forbes was in the plane on Dec. 28, 1944, 
when the Wildcat's engine unexpectedly quit during a take-off 
run in a qualification training exercise for the U.S. Navy. A 
restart attempt failed and the plane rolled over the bow of the 
ship, sinking into Lake Michigan, according to Navy records. 

The Navy was always prepared to minimize the damage 
from such accidents – two boats were always nearby to rescue 
men and buoy any planes that needed help – but on that 
December day in 1944, the pilot was saved; the plane was not. 

Lyssenko has a passion for finding sunken ships around 
the southern basin of Lake Michigan, a hobby that began in 
the 1980s. But as his familiarity with the lake's floor grew, he 
realized, "I'm finding more airplanes than ships out there." 
That led him to join forces with likeminded hobbyist Allan 
Olson to create A&T Recovery, which secures funding from 
museums and donors to recover and restore the curiosities of 
sunken aircraft. 

Thanks to a strong working relationship with the U.S. 
Navy, A&T Recovery boasts close to four-dozen airplane 
recoveries. 

Upon surveying an underwater airplane, Lyssenko turns 
into a detective, using licensing numbers to pinpoint the 
plane's history. The military record of the accident is obtained; 
the pilot identified. The team works with a genealogist in 
England to search for the pilot or living relatives. When 
possible, they obtain the pilot's personal flight records. By the 
time A&T Recovery brings an airplane to the water's surface, 
a respectable history lesson has been developed. 

Lyssenko's got his sights set on recovering Forbes' 
Wildcat for display at EAA AirVenture 2012 (The 
Northwestern's AirVenture magazine went to press before the 

project was approved and recovery was attempted.) Check our 
web site for the latest information). The Navy's final approval 
for this recovery was pending as of press time. A lengthy 
approval process included deciding which of two airplanes to 
recover first. The other current airplane of interest is a 
Douglas SBD Dauntless Dive-bomber. 

Once Navy approval is obtained, Lyssenko's main 
concern is the weather. 

"The Great Lakes have turbulent weather," he said. "We 
need very calm waters. The weather is our enemy." 

Then, the enormous task of recovery begins. 
"It's an awful lot of work to recover from this depth," 

Lyssenko said. "It's a logistical nightmare." 
Gleaning understanding of the airplane's structure from 

the original manuals and engineering drawings, A&T 
Recovery will use a robot to attach lines to the structural parts 
of the airplane. They have developed their own Heave 
Compensation System, which allows them to recover items in 
one piece. The lift is conducted slowly, with airbags, until they 
reach the OSHA-designated depth for an un-tethered dive 
team to guide and complete the recovery. 

After display at AirVenture 2012, the Wildcat would be 
transported to the Naval Naval Aviation Museum in 
Pensacola, Fla., for full restoration and permanent display. 

Following this mission from Seattle, Wash., is Christine 
Smith, the daughter of the ensign who had flown the craft in 
1944. Her father passed away in 2008, but she said she is sure 
"he's just smiling at the thought going into this and in 
appreciation of all the efforts." 

After the crash during the Navy exercise over Lake 
Michigan, she said he later had to make another unexpected 
landing, this time in the Pacific. 

Her father was a storyteller, she said, and she remembers 
him talking about the "terribly frigid" temperature of Lake 
Michigan when he crashed. "I wish I could just replay the 
stories, or just ask him, 'Dad, will you please tell me that story 
again?'" 

Return to Index 
 

62. Former Naval Academy Athletes Face Tough Choice: Play Baseball Or Serve 
(MIAMI HERALD 16 JUL 12) ... Walter Villa 

Two former Naval Academy stars — center fielder Alex 
Azor of Miami Braddock and pitcher Preston Gainey of Fort 
Lauderdale’s Calvary Christian — are proving how much they 
love baseball. 

No Navy baseball player has ever been selected in a 
higher round than Azor, a 10th-round pick in the recent MLB 
draft. 

Azor, a senior, signed for only $1,000 — way under slot 
— just for the opportunity to play pro ball. 

“I would have signed for a hot dog,” said Azor, a 5-11, 
190-pound lefty hitter who was picked by the Toronto Blue 
Jays. 

Gainey, a sophomore right-hander, was drafted in the 11th 
round by the Milwaukee Brewers and signed for somewhere 
north of $100,000, including money that he can use to 
complete his degree in Economics. 

But Gainey also gave up a potential career as a Navy 
officer. 

“I tossed and turned over the decision for an entire week,” 
said Gainey, who went 3-3 with a 3.25 ERA in 10 starts last 
season. “It was a back-and-forth deal. Do I leave the academy 
where I have a great education and a lot of friends? Or do I 
follow my dreams and play pro baseball? 

“Ultimately, I felt God was calling me to play pro 
baseball.” 

It’s interesting to note that Navy’s only two draft picks 
this year are from South Florida. 

Azor, 23, has been assigned to play in a rookie league in 
Bluefield, W.Va., but his stay in the minors figures to be short. 
In April, he is expected to report to Marine Corps headquarters 
in Quantico, Va., where he will begin serving his five-year 
military obligation. (The Marine Corps is a component of the 
U.S. Department of the Navy.) 

“My dream is to play baseball, but I also want to serve my 
country,” Azor said. “I feel like I have a debt to my country.” 
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Azor is grateful that the U.S. took in his parents and 
grandparents. His father, Michel Azor, is a native of 
Camaguey, Cuba. His mother, Helida, is a native of Cali, 
Colombia. 

Then again, most would agree that Michel Azor, who 
served in the Vietnam War, has already paid his so-called 
“debt.” 

But, like most of the men and women in the military, 
honor is a big word for Alex Azor. 

“Alex was the first unanimous team captain we’ve ever 
had,” said Navy coach Paul Kostacopoulos of Azor, who led 
the team with a .322 batting average last season. “That honor 
is voted on by the players, and it’s almost impossible to have 
everyone vote for you, especially on a team full of leaders. But 
Alex manages to connect with everyone.” 

One of the players he connected with is Gainey, 21, who 
has three relatives — including both his grandparents — who 
served in the military. 

Gainey, a 6-3, 205-pounder, throws his fastball in the low 
90s and has an “electric” slider that comes in at 80 to 82 mph. 

The Brewers flew him up to Milwaukee for a pre-draft 
workout and were so impressed, they started calling him in the 

fifth round of the draft, telling him that his selection was 
imminent. 

Gregg Mucerino, who coached Gainey as a senior at 
Calvary Christian, credits the Navy with teaching him the 
slider and developing the pitcher’s command. 

“His mechanics and command have gotten a lot better the 
past couple of years,” Mucerino said. “He is the hardest 
working pitcher I’ve ever coached. If he stays healthy, he has 
the body and the work ethic to be special.” 

Because of his commitment to the military, Azor’s 
baseball future does not appear to be as bright. The best-case 
scenario would be for him to spend 2013 and 2014 in the 
Marines before applying for early release of his obligation. 

If all goes well, he would be 26 when he would be 
allowed to resume his baseball career. That’s considered old 
for a prospect, especially one with little pro experience who 
will have been away from the game for two years. 

Kostacopoulos called it a “long shot” but also warned not 
to bet against Azor. 

“Every time Alex has been faced with a challenge,” the 
coach said, “he’s come out on top.”</div> 
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63. Week In Review Jul. 07, 2012 – Jul. 13, 2012 
(YOUTUBE 13 JUL 12) ... U.S. Navy 

Welcome to this week's U.S. Navy multimedia production 
featuring selected images from around the fleet received 
during the week of Jul. 07, 2012 – Jul. 13, 2012. 

The images represent the work of the many naval 
photographers deployed worldwide and submitted to Navy 
Visual News Service. For access to more than 100,000 high 
resolution photos visit: 
    http://www.navy.mil/view_photos_top.asp  and 
http://www.flickr.com/photos/usnavy/    .                             

View U.S. Navy YouTube Channel 

View Pacific Partnership YouTube Channel 
View RIMPAC 2012 YouTube Channel 
View Clip (RT: 2:00) 
Broadcast Clip - 7 in :70 (Jul. 13, 2012) 
(YOUTUBE 14 JUL 12) U.S. Pacific Fleet 
A quick look at events and issues from the past week 

around Pacific Fleet making headlines at 
http://www.cpf.navy.mil. 

View Clip (RT: 1:10) 
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OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
64. Pentagon Biofuels Effort Aids Energy Independence 
(POLITICO 15 JUL 12) ... Sen. Jeanne Shaheen and Sen. Susan Collins 

Our nation’s military has long demonstrated its ability to 
identify strategic national security challenges and then solve 
them in innovative ways. It’s disappointing that Congress may 
try to second-guess the Pentagon’s attempts to tackle one big 
problem: our dependence on foreign oil. 

Without changes to the new National Defense 
Authorization Act, which the Senate Armed Services 
Committee just passed, the Defense Department’s ability to 
buy domestic biofuels will be curtailed significantly. This 
would be a setback for achieving energy independence, 
strengthening long-term national security and protecting 
service members in harm’s way. We hope to correct that short-
sighted mistake when the bill reaches the Senate floor. 

The Defense Department, as the federal government’s 
largest energy consumer, has a clear interest in weaning itself 
off foreign oil. Under both Republican and Democratic 
administrations, the Pentagon has invested significant time 
and effort to improve its energy efficiency. This could help 

reduce the need for dangerous fuel convoys and help develop 
homegrown energy sources. 

The Arab Spring, Libyan uprising and Iran’s threat to 
mine the Strait of Hormuz illustrated the continuing possibility 
of major disruptions in oil supply and the security risks 
involved in maintaining access to foreign oil. 

Our men and women in uniform are regularly called on to 
protect global waterways, and U.S. ships have patrolled the 
Persian Gulf for more than 60 years. Yet, we remain 
dependent on oil from this unstable region and continue to pay 
the costs associated with protecting those vital supply lines. 

Navy Secretary Ray Mabus deserves credit for increasing 
the use of a promising new energy source — advanced 
biofuels. There’s a reason he picked biofuels: They offer a 
long-term reliable energy source to power a fleet of ships and 
fuel-thirsty aircraft that has several military advantages. The 
algae, switchgrass, wood waste and other sources are 
renewable. The resulting biofuel can be produced domestically 
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and just dropped in to existing aircraft, ships and vehicles 
without expensive engine modifications. 

How well have they worked? The Navy has successfully 
tested nearly all of its ships and aircraft on biofuel blends — 
including an F-18 fighter flying at twice the speed of sound 
and a ship moving at 50 knots. It will soon conduct its largest 
biofuels test ever. 

Despite this impressive record, two criticisms of DOD 
investment in biofuels continue. 

The first is that energy investments should be handled by 
the Energy Department, not Defense. But the Department of 
Energy is already heavily involved in sharing the burden of 
advanced biofuel development. It’s set to contribute half the 
funding to establish a biofuels production facility. 

This criticism also fails to acknowledge the long-standing 
partnership of DOD and DOE in energy development. DOE 
already funds and maintains the nuclear reactors that power all 
Navy aircraft carriers and submarines. DOD should not be 
prohibited from securing our energy independence and, by 
extension, our national security simply because some tasks 
involved may overlap with DOE. 

The second criticism of the DOD’s biofuels investment is 
that the cost still can’t compete with oil. 

Though biofuel’s current cost is indeed higher than oil, 
the long-term savings from development of these fuels could 
be far greater. In the past two years alone, the price Navy paid 
for biofuels has plummeted by more than 90 percent. 

The Defense Department has had success with next-
generation investments before. In the 1880s, the United States 
was dependent on steel imported from foreign countries. To 
encourage domestic production, the federal government paid 
$486 per ton — more than three times market rate. It was an 
enormous cost. 

But by the eve of World War I, the U.S. was the world’s 
dominant steel producer. Our country no longer relied on 
Europe for basic war materials, and our own suppliers 
provided steel to the government at competitive rates. Today, 
few would argue that DOD’s help in developing a domestic 
steel industry was not in our national security interests. 

Opponents claim that given budget reductions, all 
available funds should be diverted to more ships, planes and 
tanks. But every time a barrel of oil goes up $10, the Defense 
Department pays $1.3 billion more in fuel costs. That’s 
roughly the equivalent of building a new destroyer — then 
sinking it in the middle of the ocean. 

In fact, DOD was forced last year to redirect almost that 
exact amount from other accounts to cover increased fuel 
costs. This year, DOD is shuffling an additional $1 billion for 
fuel costs — this time from the Afghan security forces. A fully 
developed domestic biofuels market will not be subject to the 
same supply and price volatility, providing more stability for 
military planning. 

Our nation needs an all-of-the-above energy strategy. 
Technological advances have now increased domestic oil and 
natural gas production. But we will never be energy 
independent if fossil fuels are the only option. The Navy now 
relies on oil, natural gas, wind, hydro, geothermal, nuclear and 
biofuels. It’s demonstrating what an all-of-the-above solution 
looks like. 

Rather than placing roadblocks in front of the Navy’s 
plans, Congress should help it in its effort. 

Sen. Jeanne Shaheen (D-N.H.) is on the Armed Services 
Committee and the Energy and Natural Resources Committee. 
Sen. Susan Collins (R-Maine) is on the Armed Services 
Committee and the Appropriations Committee. 
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65. Why It Is Important For NZ To Participate In RIMPAC Exercises 
(NATIONAL BUSINESS REVIEW (NEW ZEALAND) 14 JUL 12) ... Nathan Smith 

Hawaii is perhaps best known for its many surfers, the 
blonde-haired, non-threatening and docile creatures 
comfortably living on the waves. 

But this July and August larger and more deadly craft are 
skimming the waves around the holiday islands. The 23rd 
military exercise of the Rim of the Pacific (RIMPAC) series is 
under way and the Royal New Zealand Navy is participating. 

These multinational maritime manoeuvres are the world’s 
largest, with 21 countries invited to participate this year 
sailing everything from conventionally powered warships to 
the controversial-only-in-New-Zealand nuclear-powered 
variants. 

Intriguingly, the United States plans for many of its ships 
to be powered by a 50/50 mixture of biofuel. The alternate 
energy was bought at the hefty price of $US12 million for 1.6 
million litres, making it the largest single biofuel purchase in 
history. 

The exercises are particularly important for the U.S. as 
Washington cements its strategic shift toward the Pacific 
region. Interoperability and power projection are at the top of 
the agenda, with Russia making its debut entrance to the 
series. 

Exercises will include mine clearance, disaster response, 
antisubmarine warfare and, of course, humanitarian relief. 

Australia and New Zealand have been invited to previous 
RIMPAC gatherings and it is just as important today as it has 
been in the past for both South Pacific nations to participate. 

This is because both rely on maritime trade to maintain 
their standards of living. Neither country could function if 
those supply lines to the world markets were broken. 

More than 75% of Australian exports and imports (by 
value) travel by sea. And New Zealand’s export market, 
especially its livestock and dairy industry, depends on the safe 
travel of shipping to deliver their goods to faraway cities. 

The Australasian nations cannot guarantee the safety of 
these logistics with their own navies. The Royal New Zealand 
navy is small and equipped primarily to protect its territorial 
waters and cannot maintain long-term expeditionary missions. 

While the Royal Australian navy is stronger in size and 
capability, and looking to increase its purchases of modern 
warships, it is nevertheless unable to project any real maritime 
power. 

Throughout their history both nations have relied on a 
stronger naval power to guarantee their critical supply routes. 
In the 19th and early 20th centuries that patron country was 
Britain. British ships controlled the world’s strategic 
waterways and protected international shipping. 
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However, since World War II, when Britain essentially 
ceded control of the North Atlantic to the U.S. in return for 
American assistance in fighting Axis powers, the pre-eminent 
global maritime power has been the United States Navy. 

The U.S. Navy patrols the world’s oceans every day of 
every year. Hundreds of millions of dollars are funnelled into 
the operation of extremely modern warships that can sail to 
any part of the globe within days. 

It operates more aircraft carriers than all other countries 
combined and plans to build even more in the next few 
decades. In fact, a U.S. carrier group is a centrepiece to the 
RIMPAC exercises. 

There are few things more intimidating than the sight of a 
U.S. aircraft carrier sailing just offshore for a belligerent 
government. The presence of American naval patrols around 
the world, in flashpoints such as the South China Sea or the 
Korean peninsula, and in the world’s most critical shipping 
lanes, is not to be understated. 

Without the guarantee of international passage that U.S. 
warships provide the global market could probably not exist. 

Perhaps the most enduring international relations success 
of the past 50 years is also the most difficult to spot. U.S. 
warships that maintain the balance of power between nations 
and hold open transit lanes are an integral part of our world. 

Without the United States Navy Japan, for one, would 
bolster its territorial navy, which is already one of the 

strongest in the world, to offset the growing strength of 
China’s increasingly capable navy. 

If U.S. ships did not patrol the Arabian Peninsula many of 
those nations would take their security into their own hands to 
counter the threat posed by a rising Iran. 

The territorial disputes in the South China Sea is already 
heating up – removing the presence of American navy patrols 
would only accelerate fractures in the region. 

Its global maritime pre-eminence prevents conflicts 
between states just as surely as it can conclude them. U.S. 
warships now in Hawaii are part of a system that is just as 
humanitarian as the largest aid package. 

The 21 nations attending RIMPAC display the global 
dependence on American naval power and how incredibly 
important each country considers training with the U.S. 
military. 

Australia and New Zealand are participating in the 
exercises to ensure they can operate alongside the U.S. Navy. 
It is extremely important for isolated nations such as these to 
maintain good relations with the current global maritime 
power. 

In a world that tends toward disorder, the future is always 
uncertain. RIMPAC exercises are an important staple of New 
Zealand/Australia/U.S. military relations and likely will be 
long into the future. 
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66. A Proper Pivot Toward Asia 
(WASHINGTON POST 15 JUL 12) ... Editorial 

Much of the recent talk about a pivot of U.S. policy 
toward Asia has been framed in terms of military containment 
of China. The United States has announced plans to station 
about 60 percent of its naval forces in the Pacific, up from 50 
percent today. U.S. Marines are being sent to Darwin on 
Australia’s northern coast. The Philippines, Thailand and 
Vietnam have cautiously welcomed the possible return of the 
United States to bases that were abandoned after the Vietnam 
War. 

On Monday, Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton 
injected a welcome new dimension into this shift. She said 
clearly that democracy matters, not only ships at sea. In an 
address in Ulan Bator, the capital of Mongolia, Ms. Clinton 
emphasized that democracy is “the heart of our strategy” and 
vital to Asia’s future. 

Although she never mentioned China, Ms. Clinton 
warned that China’s model of authoritarian capitalism cannot 
be sustained, and she beckoned other nations to take a 
different path. In so doing, Ms. Clinton confronted a spurious 
notion that China’s system of political repression and souped-
up economic growth offers a viable alternative for some 
developing nations. It will not work, she declared: “You 
cannot over the long run have economic liberalization without 
political liberalization.” 

Ms. Clinton also tackled another long-standing shibboleth 
often voiced by China’s leaders: that their monopoly on power 

preserves some kind of social stability. By clamping down on 
what people read, say and see, Mrs. Clinton insisted, the 
leaders create an illusion of stability, but it will eventually 
fade, while the yearning for liberty does not. 

It has long been a favorite argument of autocrats that 
people in a certain culture or region are just not suited for 
democracy. Ms. Clinton dispatched this canard as well, 
pointing to examples all around Asia of flourishing and 
nascent democracy, from India and Taiwan to the fragile 
opening in Burma (also known as Myanmar). The examples 
“stand in stark contrast to those governments that continue to 
resist reforms, that work around the clock to restrict people’s 
access to ideas and information, to imprison them for 
expressing their views, to usurp the rights of citizens to chose 
their leaders, to govern without accountability, to corrupt the 
economic progress of the country and take the riches onto 
themselves.” 

The West’s relationship with China is based on both 
rivalry and dependence, and nations in China’s shadow have 
their own imperatives and pressures to deal with. Ms. 
Clinton’s address offers hope that the U.S. pivot to Asia will 
go beyond simple muscle-flexing and become a multi-layered 
approach to match the complexity of China’s rise as a modern 
superpower. 
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67. The South China Sea: From Bad To Worse 
(TIME 15 JUL 12) ... Kirk Spitzer 

TOKYO – Territorial disputes in the South China Sea are 
about to get a whole lot worse — and at the worst possible 
time. 

Whether the U.S. can avoid being dragged into a shooting 
match will depend on how far Beijing and its unruly mix of 
military, maritime and natural resources agencies choose to 
push their claims. And whether China’s increasingly frustrated 
neighbors decide to push back. 

Last week’s regional security talks in Cambodia were a 
step in the wrong direction. China refused to look at a written 
code of conduct being drafted to govern navigation, resources 
and related issues in the South China Sea, one of the world’s 
most important waterways. It also blocked discussion – let 
alone resolution — of the conflicting territorial claims in the 
region. 

China claims exclusive rights to virtually all of the South 
China Sea, including its vast reserves of oil, gas and ocean 
resources; four other countries and Taiwan claim large parts of 
the region, as well. The disputes have led to increasingly tense 
standoffs between China and its neighbors. 

The weeklong security talks, hosted by the Association of 
Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN), dissolved amid charges of 
Chinese bullying, without even a customary closing statement. 
China made its point, but it may be a short-lived victory, says 
Mark Valencia, a Hawaii-based maritime policy analyst and 
senior associate at the Nautilus Institute for Security and 
Sustainability in San Francisco. 

“What China is saying is, ‘We have this historic claim to 
the South China Sea and we own everything within it – 
islands, reefs, submerged areas, resources, you name it. That’s 
the way it is, and we’re not even going to talk to you about it.’ 
But they’ve painted themselves into a corner now, and that’s 
very dangerous for everybody,” says Valencia. 

So far, the U.S. has stayed out of the territorial disputes. 
That’s wise. The U.S. cannot referee the welter of legal, 
historical and emotional arguments that accompany each 
dispute (all or parts of the Spratly Islands, for example, are 
claimed not only by China, but also by Taiwan, Vietnam, 
Brunei, Malaysia and the Philippines, with evidence and 
documentation of varying degrees of credibility and relevance, 
dating back hundreds of years in some cases). 

The primary U.S. interest in the region is in ensuring 
freedom of navigation. Half the world’s commercial shipping 
passes through the South China Sea — $5 trillion a year — 
and U.S. warships regularly transit the region on their way to 
and from the Persian Gulf, Southwest Asia and the Indian 
Ocean. 

China has promised not to interfere with any ships 
passing through region. But China has also signaled that it 
may require prior notice, and that military exercises and 
surveillance activities by foreign ships and planes may not be 
permissible. Those are hot-button issues for the U.S., which 
insists that under international law, nations cannot restrict 
activity other than economic development within most of their 
their 200-mile limits – assuming that those claims are 
internationally recognized to begin with. 

An early test could be shaping up with Vietnam. In June, 
China issued an invitation for foreign companies to explore for 
oil in a region where Vietnam has already awarded exclusive 

contracts to U.S., Russian and Indian oil firms. The region is 
within Vietnam’s standard 200-mile exclusive economic zone. 
China’s move is likely in retaliation for a law enacted by 
Vietnam’s parliament earlier in the month that asserts 
sovereignty over the Paracel and Spratly islands, which of 
course, China says it owns. 

There’s little love lost between the two countries, which 
fought a short but bloody border war in 1979. Last year, a 
Chinese fishing ship and government fishery patrol boats cut 
the cables of a Vietnamese exploration vessel in an area 
claimed by both countries. 

Valencia says he won’t be surprised if the latest dispute 
results in bloodshed. 

“I don’t think it will be war, per se. But Vietnam has 
shown that it’s not afraid of China, so I can see them sending 
out their navy, and I can see China shooting back at them,” 
says Valencia. 

A far more dangerous confrontation could be shaping up 
outside the South China Sea, with an even older and better-
armed rival. 

On the same day that Japan’s foreign minister was due to 
meet with his Chinese counterpart at the ASEAN security 
talks last week, three Chinese maritime patrol ships entered 
Japanese waters near the disputed Senkaku Islands. 

The two governments have been sparring over the islands 
– which China calls Diaoyu – since 2010, when Japan seized a 
Chinese fishing vessel that it says rammed a Japanese patrol 
ship in territorial waters near the islands; the ship and crew 
were released only after intense economic and political 
pressure from China. 

Japan Foreign Minister Koichiro Genba initially said he 
wasn’t sure whether the intrusion last week “just happened, or 
was timed to coincide with the bilateral meeting.” But all 
doubt seemed to disappear when another Chinese patrol boat 
entered Japanese waters the very next day. Tokyo summoned 
the Chinese ambassador and Genba complained again to 
Foreign Minister Yang Jiechi, who responded by repeating 
China’s claim to the islands, located in the East China Sea 
near Taiwan, were “inherently” Chinese. 

Although Tokyo has been publicly trying to tamp down 
the dispute, it’s clear that patience is wearing thin. 

Tetsuo Kotani, a maritime security specialist with the 
Japan Institute of International Affairs, a leading Tokyo think 
tank, said at a forum in Washington DC in late June that it is 
time for Japan’s naval forces to begin actively tracking 
Chinese submarines in the South China Sea, and to be 
prepared to intervene militarily. 

“If an armed conflict results between the South China Sea 
claimants – for example, China and the Philippines, or China 
and Vietnam – we have to protect our ships in the South China 
Sea. And what I am proposing to the government is that if 
anything happens in the South China Sea, we have to send our 
self-defense forces to the vicinity of the conflict area to protect 
Japanese ships,” said Kotani, who is not affiliated with the 
government but who is believed to reflect government views. 

Japan’s Maritime Self-Defense Force is designed largely 
for anti-submarines and anti-mine warfare and generally 
operates in home waters and the Western Pacific. Venturing 
into the South China Sea could be seen as a provocative move 
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not only by China, but by some of the regions smaller powers, 
which still view Japan with suspicion. Japan’s constitution 
currently forbids military action except in self-defense. 

The South China Sea already is heavily militarized and is 
certain to become more so as the “re-balancing” of U.S. forces 
in the Asia-Pacific gains traction. The U.S. Seventh Fleet, 
based in Yokosuka, Japan, routinely operates there. Three U.S. 
littoral combat ships are scheduled to begin operating from 
Singapore next spring. Japan is supplying the Philippines with 
10 patrol boats. China has completed construction of a major 
naval base at Yalong, on the southernmost tip of Hainan 
Island, which can hold nuclear-powered ballistic missile and 
attack submarines and large surface warships, including 
aircraft carriers. 

Although the U.S. does not have a security treaty with 
Vietnam, it does with mutual defense pacts with other nations 
that have disputes with China. U.S. officials said earlier this 
month that a Chinese attack directed at the Senkaku Islands 

would fall under the U.S.-Japan Mutual Security Treaty, 
which requires the U.S. to come to the aid of Japan. The U.S. 
has a similar pact with the Philippines, which was involved in 
a months-long standoff with China earlier this year as the 
Scarborough Shoal, a collection reefs in the South China Sea. 

The U.S. Energy Information Administration said in a 
2008 report that the South China Sea has potential oil reserves 
as high as 213 billion barrels, larger than then Saudi Arabia. 

In addition to the People’s Liberation Army Navy, at least 
four other government agencies or ministries operate patrol 
craft or have a degree of authority over maritime-related 
issues. At a forum hosted by the Center for Strategic and 
International Studies, in Washington DC, one Chinese 
participant stated that even if a procedure were developed to 
resolve the territorial disputes, it is not clear which agency 
within the Chinese government would have the authority to 
settle the issue. 

And that’s how you go from bad to worse. 
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68. Outside Forces Complicate Disputes In South China Sea 
(GLOBAL TIMES (CHINA) 15 JUL 12) ... Wu Shicun 

Tensions have risen recently in the South China Sea amid 
disputes among nations in the area and there are people 
worrying that the situation will further escalate and even run 
out of control. The involvement of outside forces and 
provocations against China by other nations have made it 
more difficult to seek agreement over the issue. 

The disputes in the South China Sea are mainly about the 
sovereignty of some islands and the administrative power over 
some sea waters. China so far remains committed to solving 
the two issues through peaceful means and bilateral 
negotiations. China's claims over islands in the South China 
Sea remain consistent. 

China has been playing a crucial role in safeguarding 
safety and stability in the South China and it benefits from 
freedom of navigation in the South China Sea. 

China is willing to work with other relevant parties to 
further promote peace and stability in the region in accordance 
with the 2002 ASEAN-China Declaration on the Conduct of 
Parties in the South China Sea. 

However, despite China's peaceful efforts in seeking 
peaceful solutions, the actions taken by the Philippines and 
Vietnam recently have been inconsistent with the code of 
conduct in which all parties agreed to exercise restraint and to 
refrain from actions which would escalate or complicate the 
disputes. 

They not only stepped up their illegal exploration of oil 
and gas resources in waters under China's sovereignty, but 
bought more advanced weaponry and took part in military 
exercise in the region. 

Some people wonder if China's consistent policy of 
putting aside disputes and seeking joint development can still 
work. 

I think the overall situation at the moment is still 
controllable and stable. Military force is not an option at the 
moment, as it is still possible to seek a diplomatic solution. 

That said, however, it can't be ruled out that tension could 
sharply ratchet up and even lead to some kind of conflict if the 
Philippines and Vietnam continue with their provocative 
actions. And more importantly, their actions are emboldened 

by outside forces, especially the U.S., which will only further 
complicate and internationalize the issue. 

Both U.S. Defense Secretary Leon Panetta and Martin 
Dempsey, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, attended the 
11th IISS Asia Security Summit, the Shangri-La Dialogue, in 
Singapore last month. 

Panetta announced at the summit that the U.S. will deploy 
60 percent of its naval forces in the Asia-Pacific region by 
2020 and that will include six of the 10 U.S. aircraft carriers. 

After the summit, Panetta paid a visit to Vietnam, the first 
trip to the country by a U.S. defense chief since the end of the 
Vietnam War. Dempsey traveled to the Philippines after 
leaving the summit. 

China has repeatedly said it hoped relevant parties can 
make efforts to contribute to regional peace and stability. The 
series of moves by the U.S. are obviously telling Hanoi and 
Manila that they can continue with their provocations and 
confrontation with China. 

If the U.S. does deploy 60 percent of its naval forces in 
the Asia-Pacific region by 2020, that will put grave strategic 
pressure on China. And I think China has the right to take 
actions to respond to any threats to its national interests and 
sovereignty. 

There is now a paradox in the region. Some Chinese 
neighboring countries depend on China economically, but at 
the same time, they want to gain U.S. support for their security 
and pull outside forces into regional disputes. 

Such a scenario is not sustainable and these countries 
must realize that outside forces' involvement into regional 
disputes will only further complicate and internationalize the 
issues and make them more difficult to be resolved. 

There are generally three means to solve territorial 
disputes: bilateral diplomatic negotiations, military conflicts or 
international arbitration. 

There are also people who have called for international 
arbitration over disputes in the South China Sea. However , 
according to the UN Convention on the Law of the Sea, the 
treaty can only be applied to resolve disputes over maritime 
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jurisdiction and it does not apply to resolving territorial 
disputes. 

If we look at international experiences, bilateral 
negotiations remain the most common practice employed by 
relevant countries to resolve territorial disputes. 

In 2000, China and Vietnam successfully reached an 
agreement over the Beibu Bay demarcation after 26 years of 

negotiations. So bilateral dialogue is still the first choice for 
the involved countries in seeking solutions to the South China 
Sea disputes. 

Wu Shicun is president of the Hainan-based National 
Institute for South China Sea Studies, at the World Peace 
Forum in Beijing. 
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69. Two Very Troubled Fighter Jets 
(NEW YORK TIMES 15 JUL 12) ... Editorial 

Economic pressures are forcing justifiable cuts in military 
spending. The budget control act passed by Congress in 2011 
mandated $480 billion in cuts over 10 years, with the 
possibility of $500 billion more in reductions, beginning next 
January. After a decade of unrestrained military spending, the 
Pentagon needs this rebalancing. 

With such cuts looming, it is more important than ever to 
ensure that every defense dollar is spent wisely. Yet problems 
with two major weapons show how far the Pentagon is from 
that goal and how dysfunctional its procurement system 
remains. 

The F-35 Joint Strike Fighter was supposed to prove that 
the Pentagon could build a technologically advanced weapon 
system within an affordable budget, without huge delays. 
After the aircraft turned into the Pentagon’s biggest budget 
buster, and performed disappointingly, the Obama 
administration tried to correct course in 2010. A new report 
last month by the Government Accountability Office showed 
that the problems had not been solved. 

The Air Force, the Navy and the Marines plan to buy 
more than 2,400 F-35s through 2037. The accountability 
office now estimates the total cost of acquisition at nearly 
$400 billion, up 42 percent from the estimate in 2007; the 
price per plane has doubled since project development began 
in 2001. Cost overruns now total $1 billion. 

The agency reported other problems as well. It said that 
the plane would not be in full production until 2019, a delay of 
six years, and that the small number of planes produced so far 

were being delivered, on average, one year late. The F-35’s 
overall performance in 2011 was described as “mixed.” There 
also have been difficulties integrating 24 million lines of 
software code into the complex computer system. 

Meanwhile, the F-22 Raptor, the world’s costliest and 
most advanced stealth fighter jet, is also mired in performance 
problems. Over the past 18 months, there have been repeated 
cases in which pilots have suffered dizziness and 
disorientation from lack of oxygen in the planes, which cost 
$400 million each. 

The Air Force has acknowledged 36 incidents, with 21 of 
those described as unexplained; three more episodes were 
reported in recent weeks. For more than a year, Air Force 
officials have struggled to find a cause of the problem, and last 
month said they believed that a pressure vest was restricting 
pilots’ breathing and that narrow oxygen hoses were leaking 
or not delivering enough air. But two pilots who experienced 
recent hypoxia symptoms were not wearing vests. 

Late last year, the Air Force stopped flying the F-22 for 
five months. Flights have since resumed, but are limited to 
within 30 minutes of a landing field. 

The administration committed early on to reform the 
acquisition system and rein in escalating costs, but clearly its 
efforts are not sufficient. Congress and defense contractors 
have a stake in this too. Many are complaining about the 
financial and strategic pressures that are forcing defense 
reductions. They need to worry as much about the billions 
being wasted. 
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70. Size Matters 
Why the Pentagon should be thinking bigger (literally). 
(FOREIGN POLICY 13 JUL 12) ... Robert Haddick 

Admiral Jonathan Greenert, the chief of naval operations, 
has created a tempest with an article in the latest issue of 
Proceedings, published by the U.S. Naval Institute. Defense 
analysts have zeroed in on Greenert's assertion that U.S. 
adversaries will eventually be able to use unusual radar-wave 
forms and high-powered computing to find even the most 
elusive stealth aircraft. Many observers interpreted this 
acknowledgement by the Navy's top officer to be a crack in 
the Pentagon phalanx defending the troubled and hugely 
expensive F-35 Joint Strike Fighter program. 

A Navy spokesman later denied that Greenert intended 
any such implication and declared the Navy remains 
committed to the F-35. 

The larger point of Greenert's essay was an argument for a 
fundamental reassessment of how the Pentagon should 
approach weapons procurement. His discussion of the fleeting 
advantage of stealth technology was an example of how the 

accelerating advance of technology renders weapons platforms 
such as aircraft and ships obsolete and vulnerable at a 
breakneck pace. Yet due to the immense expense of such 
platforms, Pentagon acquisition officials will require them to 
stay in service for decades. The task for designers and 
program officials is find a way to keep platforms relevant even 
as new technology quickly makes them obsolete. 

For Greenert, the answer is to fashion platforms such as 
aircraft and ships to be large, simple "trucks" rather than 
exotic, yet soon-to-be-obsolete, "luxury sedans." Platforms 
carry payloads such as missiles and sensors, which field 
commanders change depending on the required mission at that 
moment. It is much easier for weapons designers to upgrade to 
new payloads as technology advances -- a process much 
cheaper than upgrading platforms to the latest technology. 
Thus, according to Greenert, it makes more sense to focus 
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technology investment on the payloads and economize on the 
platforms by buying simple "trucks." 

This is hardly a new concept for weapons procurement 
and is a technique the Pentagon has successfully employed 
numerous times over the past five decades, resulting in huge 
savings to taxpayers. Yet the success stories of platform 
adaptation have more often been the result of fortuitous 
improvisation rather than calculated design. The platforms that 
have most successfully adapted to new roles have one 
dimension in common: they have all been some of the biggest 
ships and aircraft in the U.S. arsenal. Successfully 
implementing Greenert's adaptable "truck" concept may 
require Pentagon planners to favor "big box" platforms over 
their little brothers. 

Greenert opens his essay by noting that the aircraft carrier 
USS Enterprise made it through five decades of service 
because it was easily able to upgrade its payload -- the aircraft 
it hosted -- as new generations of aircraft replaced obsolete 
models. Enterprise's huge size also contributed to its 
adaptability; it had the space, storage, and electrical power 
generation capacity to receive new aircraft types, adjust crew 
requirements, and upgrade ship equipment, factors that have 
constrained the adaptability of smaller ships. Other examples 
of adaptation include the temporary conversion of the aircraft 
carrier USS Kitty Hawk into a sea base for special operations 
forces at the start of the Afghan war in late 2001 and the 
arrival in the Persian Gulf this month of USS Ponce, an 
amphibious assault ship now operating as a floating forward 
base. Just as Enterprise has seen several generations of aircraft 
on its decks since the 1960s, more than a few classes of 
smaller escorting destroyers and frigates have come and gone, 
too. Having learned from Enterprise's example, the Navy has 
built adaptability into the design of its new Gerald R. Ford 
class of aircraft carriers. 

Size and electrical power constraints may obstruct the 
Navy's current plans to upgrade the fleet's air and missile 
defense capabilities. Fleet commanders must contend with 
advancing anti-ship missile threats. The Navy has also been 
tasked to play a major role in a national missile-defense 
system and the Obama administration's European Phased 
Adaptive Approach missile defense plan. The Navy is 
developing a next-generation Air and Missile Defense Radar 
(AMDR) suite to cope with these requirements. However, 
there are doubts about whether the current Arleigh Burke class 
of guided missile destroyers -- the intended host of the AMDR 
-- has the space and power capacity to take full advantage of 
the new radar's capabilities. If not, Navy program managers 
should consider adapting the larger San Antonio class 
amphibious assault ship, both to accommodate the new radar 
and to host a much larger arsenal of interceptor missiles than 
the Burke destroyers can support. 

The Navy's biggest submarine has also been one of its 
most flexible and adaptable platforms. The 1994 nuclear 
posture review determined that the Navy did not need four of 
its 18 large Ohio class ballistic missile submarines. Instead of 
scrapping the boats, the Navy removed the 24 strategic nuclear 
missiles on each and replaced them with 154 Tomahawk land 
attack cruise missiles (one of these subs, the USS Florida, 
used its Tomahawks to take out Libya's air defense system at 
the start of last year's Operation Odyssey Dawn). There is also 
room on each of these four converted subs for up to 66 special 
forces personnel, their equipment, and facilities to insert these 

commandos ashore. The large space and power available on 
the big Ohio class submarines made such conversions 
worthwhile. In the future, Marines on Navy surface ships will 
face increasing risk approaching enemy shorelines defended 
with anti-ship missiles. Large submarines converted into troop 
carriers could permit a clandestine approach to a defended 
shoreline and would have the capacity to support the landing 
of hundreds of assault troops, who could clear a beach for 
follow-on forces. 

The Air Force similarly provides examples of its "big 
box" aircraft -- its long-range bombers -- outliving many 
generations of smaller fighter aircraft. Now in its sixth decade 
of service, the B-52 has seen careers as a nuclear bomber, a 
cruise missile "truck," and as a conventional bomber flying 
close air support missions in Afghanistan with satellite-guided 
bombs. Now it is reinventing itself once again for maritime 
missions in the Pacific and Indian Oceans. The 1970s vintage 
B-1 bomber has followed a similar path, from the nuclear 
mission in the 1980s to one of the premier close air support 
aircraft over Afghanistan. It is the B-1, not small fighters, that 
has dropped 60 percent of the bombs in support of ground 
troops in Afghanistan. And like the B-52s, the B-1s are now 
outfitting for maritime reconnaissance and strike 
contingencies. The Air Force's big bombers have been 
adaptable because they have had the space and electrical 
power to take on new equipment and because their large 
payload bays have provided the flexibility to accept a wider 
variety of munitions. Finally, their long range has meant that 
theater basing constraints have never been an issue. 

Technology is the Pentagon's double-edged sword. It has 
brought the U.S. military impressive, but inevitably fleeting, 
advantages. Greenert's "truck" model recommends shifting the 
technology race to the payloads rather than the platforms. This 
will mean designing adaptability into systems from the 
beginning rather than counting on clever improvisation later 
on. For Greenert, the simple but adaptable trucks provide the 
best long term value for the Pentagon. 

Greenert's logic is appealing but has its limits. Simple or 
not, the "big boxes" are still very pricey; there remains a 
strong correlation between platform size and cost. And no 
matter how capable or capacious, a ship or aircraft can only be 
in one place at one time. As long as the United States military 
retains global responsibilities, it will need enough quantity to 
maintain a presence where those responsibilities require. The 
Pentagon thus cannot afford just big box ships and airplanes. 

In addition, commanders will still need a fully diversified 
portfolio of capabilities. Even if the trucks are poised with 
large magazines of long-range missiles, they still need to be 
told where to shoot those missiles. That will require a stealthy 
aircraft, manned or unmanned, that can find and cue targets 
while loitering for long periods inside defended airspace. That 
essential task will fall on the F-35, the F-22, the Air Force's 
next-generation bomber, and the Navy's future carrier-based 
drone. Greenert was right to remind his readers that the 
Pentagon's uncontested advantage in stealth is coming to an 
end. But it is also true that the competition between aircraft 
and air defenses has been going on since World War I. Stealth 
was not the last move in this game. 

Robert Haddick is Managing Editor of Small Wars 
Journal. Haddick was a U.S. Marine Corps officer, served in 
the 3rd and 23rd Marine Regiments, and deployed to Asia and 
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Africa. He has advised the State Department and the National Intelligence Council on irregular warfare issues. 
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71. The Few, The Proud, The Women 
(NEW YORK TIMES 16 JUL 12) ... Editorial 

Score one for fairness: the Marine Corps is about to let 
women take the Infantry Officer Course, a notoriously 
punishing test that prepares lieutenants to lead infantry 
platoons into combat. The course, as C. J. Chivers of The 
Times recently explained, requires students to endure extreme 
heat, stress, exhaustion and disorientation while staying 
mentally sharp — written exams are mixed among the 
physical ordeals — for 86 days. 

About 300 men pass each year. Starting in September, 
women will be allowed to take the course, but because it is an 
experiment they will not become infantry officers even if they 
pass. The Marines hope at least 92 women will sign up to form 
a sufficient statistical sample to help make recommendations 
about expanding women’s combat roles. 

Though women have been on the battlefield in every one 
of America’s wars, and more than 250,000 have served in Iraq 
and Afghanistan, they are officially barred from direct ground 
fighting. 

We hope this test is a step toward ending an injustice that 
ignores women’s long history of achievement under fire. A 
sex-segregated military not only unfairly limits women’s 
career advancement, but it also limits itself. A fighting force 
that draws leaders from a larger pool will have better leaders. 
A global force with women on the front lines will be more 
effective and adaptable in combat. 

That the Marines are even allowing women to take this 
course is remarkable. “The Marine Corps to me typifies 
everything that is hypermasculine and misogynistic about the 
military,” said Anu Bhagwati, a former Marine captain and 
executive director of Service Women’s Action Network, 
which advocates for equal treatment for military women and 
veterans. When she heard about the experiment, she said, “My 
jaw just dropped. I never thought I’d see it while I could still 
walk.” 

The strength and valor of military women are not in 
dispute. This experiment can prove that again. 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. U.S. To Boost Minesweeping In Persian Gulf 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 16 MAR 12) ... Nathan Hodge 

WASHINGTON—The U.S. military is doubling the number of minesweeping ships it keeps in the Persian Gulf, part of a buildup 
in the region amid tensions with Iran over its nuclear ambitions. 

 
2. Amid Political Backlash, Pentagon Pushes Forward With Green Energy 
(NATIONAL DEFENSE MAGAZINE APRIL 2012) ... Sandra I. Erwin 

Maybe the problem with the Defense Department’s renewable energy efforts is that they are called “green.” 
 

3. Leaders Identify Challenges, Opportunities And Way Ahead At NWDC Maritime Innovation 
Symposium 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 15 MAR 12) ... Navy Warfare Development Command Public Affairs 

NORFOLK, Va. -- More than 150 members from the maritime services, academia and industry gathered this week to kick-off 
Navy Warfare Development Command's (NWDC) "Innovation Series 2012" at a Maritime Innovation Symposium themed "Regaining 
the Innovation Advantage...Awakening Our Creative DNA" on Naval Station Norfolk. 

 
4. Navy Releases Guide For Hiring Wounded Warriors 
(FEDERAL NEWS RADIO 15 MAR 12) ... Emily Kopp and Jared Serbu 

The Department of Navy is distributing a guide for hiring people with disabilities. 
 

5. Women’s History Month: You Go, Girls! 
(TIME 15 MAR 12) ... Darlene Iskra 

I have been thinking about Women’s History Month since March began. Then, I saw that March 8 was International Women’s 
Day, an event that has taken place worldwide since the early 1900s. According to its website, it began amid the turbulence of the 
industrial age when women started realizing their oppressed and subordinate status. 

 

CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
6. U.S. Doubling Minesweepers In Persian Gulf 
(NAVY TIMES 15 MAR 12) ... Christopher P. Cavas 

Four more minesweepers and four more minesweeping helicopters are to be sent to the Persian Gulf, the U.S. Navy’s top officer 
said Thursday, a move which will increase the number of mine countermeasure forces available to keep open the sea lanes around the 
Strait of Hormuz should Iran choose to mine that critical waterway. 

 
7. Navy, Coast Guard Save Crew After Blast 
(NAVY TIMES 15 MAR 12) ... Jacqueline Klimas 

The destroyer John Paul Jones on Thursday rescued 24 Filipino mariners who had been stranded after an explosion disabled their 
tanker in the Persian Gulf. 

 
8. Blue Ridge Arrives In Hong Kong 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 15 MAR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Fidel C. Hart, USS Blue Ridge Public Affairs 

HONG KONG -- U.S. 7th Fleet flagship USS Blue Ridge (LCC 19) and embarked 7th Fleet staff arrived in Hong Kong for a port 
visit March 15. 
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9. Submarine USS Jefferson City Returns From Deployment 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 15 MAR 12) ... Submarine Squadron 11 Public Affairs Office 

NAVAL BASE POINT LOMA, Calif. -- Friends and families of Sailors aboard Los Angeles-class, fast-attack submarine USS 
Jefferson City (SSN 759) welcomed home the submarine and its crew today following a six-month deployment to the Western Pacific. 

 
10. Aircraft Maintenance Aboard USS Enterprise 
(YOUTUBE 15 MAR 12) ... U.S. Navy 

ATLANTIC OCEAN -- Aviation Structural Mechanics assigned to the Dragonslayers of Helicopter Anti-Submarine squadron 
(HS) 11 perform maintenance on an HH-60H Sea Hawk helicopter aboard the aircraft carrier USS Enterprise (CVN 65). The squadron 
is deployed as part of the Enterprise Carrier Strike Group to support maritime security operations and theater security cooperation 
efforts in the U.S. 5th and 6th Fleet areas of responsibility. 

 
11. Helicopter Pilot Describes Rescue Of Enterprise Sailor 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 15 MAR 12) ... Lauren King 

A Sailor aboard the aircraft carrier Enterprise was recovered uninjured after falling overboard Thursday into the Atlantic Ocean. 
 

GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
12. All Together Now For Military Exercises 
(THE AUSTRALIAN 16 MAR 12) ... Brendan Nicholson and Mark Dodd 

Defence Minister Stephen Smith has confirmed that Australia and the U.S. are actively discussing future joint military exercises 
with Indonesian and Chinese forces in the Top End. 

 
13. China Will Not Use Force In Spratlys, Says New Envoy 
(PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 16 MAR 12) 

China does not intend to invade or use its military might to interfere in the affairs of any of its neighbors, including the 
Philippines and four other countries claiming ownership of the Spratlys in the West Philippine Sea (South China Sea), Beijing’s new 
ambassador to Manila said Thursday. 

 
14. Maldives: A New Area Of Concern In This Region 
Today, because of its position in the Indian Ocean, the Maldives draws the attention of two regional powers, 
India and China 
(ASSAM SENTINEL (INDIA) 15 MAR 12) ... Y.C. Halan 

Maldives has always been an archipelago of strategic importance because of its location on the major marine routes of the Indian 
Ocean. 

 
15. Piracy Threatens South Africa 
(THE INDEPENDENT ONLINE (SOUTH AFRICA) 15 MAR 12) ... Jenna Etheridge 

The threat of piracy is moving south towards South Africa, the SA Navy said on Thursday. 
 

PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
16. Transition Benefits: JEMS Provides Job Search Assistance To Military, Retirees, Families 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 15 MAR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Donald W. Randall, Navy Region Hawaii Public 
Affairs 

PEARL HARBOR, Hawaii -- For almost 25 years, Joint Employment Management System (JEMS) has been opening the job 
market to Hawaii-based military, military spouses and retirees eligible for services and assistance, officials reminded personnel living 
in Hawaii March 15. 

 
17. Registered Dietitian Day Highlights March As National Nutrition Month 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 15 MAR 12) ... Douglas H. Stutz, Naval Hospital Bremerton Public Affairs 

BREMERTON, Wash. -- Naval Hospital Bremerton (NHB) registered dietitians supported efforts by the Academy of Nutrition 
and Dietetics (AND) by recognizing March 14 as Registered Dietitian Day. 

 
18. Senator Seeks To Protect GI Bill Benefits 
(MILITARY UPDATE 15 MAR 12) ... Tom Philpott 

What if the military gave every service member an expensive car as a reward for honorable service, but they could take delivery 
only at night and the headlights didn't work? Many of those gift cars might end up damaged. 
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19. NAVSEA Receives 2012 Defense Standardization Award 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 15 MAR 12) ... Naval Sea Systems Command 

ARLINGTON, Va. -- A Naval Sea Systems Command (NAVSEA) team received the 2011 Defense Standardization Program 
Achievement Award for developing a single coat paint system for Navy ships during a Pentagon ceremony March 14. 

 
20. Military Leads In Brain Injury Care, Specialists Say 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 15 MAR 12) ... Lisa Daniel 

WASHINGTON – Army, Navy, Air Force and Marine Corps medical specialists are working closely together and with civilian 
experts to develop the best prevention, diagnosis and treatment practices for traumatic brain injuries, service representatives said 
yesterday. 

 
21. Video Evidence Submitted In Peralta Medal Push 
Navy board reviewing submission for Medal of Honor 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 15 MAR 12) ... Gretel C. Kovach 

A video said to be new evidence bolstering the posthumous Medal of Honor nomination for Marine Sgt. Rafael Peralta was 
submitted Thursday to the secretary of the Navy. 

 
22. CID Sailor Saves Drowning Woman From Pool In Pensacola 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 15 MAR 12) ... Gary Nichols, Center for Information Dominance Public Affairs 

PENSACOLA, Fla. -- A student at the Center for Information Dominance Unit (CID) Corry Station rescued a drowning woman 
he found floating face down in a Pensacola hotel pool March 13. 

 
23. Leak Forces Delay Of Active Master Chief Board 
(NAVY TIMES 15 MAR 12) ... Mark D. Faram 

This year’s active-duty master chief petty officer selection board has been postponed several weeks because the board’s 
convening order, quotas and precept were leaked early — a fact that officials say is now under investigation. 

 
24. Williamsburg Navy Official Relieved For Fraternization 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 16 MAR 12) ... Corinne Reilly 

The top enlisted Sailor at a Williamsburg-based Navy unit has been relieved of duty for fraternization and other misconduct, the 
Navy said Thursday. 

 
25. Fired Navy Captain Unlikely To Regain Sea Command 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 16 MAR 12) ... Corinne Reilly 

NORFOLK -- In an unusual reversal, a panel of admirals cleared a Norfolk-based Navy captain who was fired for alleged 
misconduct aboard the aircraft carrier Dwight D. Eisenhower, and it found major flaws with the service's investigation of the case. 

 

FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
26. McCain: Navy Can't Afford Biofuel Efforts 
(DEFENSE DAILY 16 MAR 12) ... Emelie Rutherford 

Sen. John McCain (R-Ariz.) criticized the Navy's work to help develop renewable energy yesterday, saying the service cannot 
afford such efforts as it faces sizable budget cuts. 

 
27. McCain Zeroes In On JSF, Ford Carrier 
(AVIATION WEEK 16 MAR 12) ... Michael Fabey and Richard Mullins 

Sen. John McCain (R-Ariz.) put two of the U.S. Navy department's biggest programs -- the Joint Strike Fighter and the Ford 
CVN-78 aircraft carrier -- in the crosshairs March 15 during a Senate Armed Services Committee hearing on the Navy’s fiscal 2013 
budget request. 

 
28. Ryan Budget To Include Firewall Of Defense Sequester 
 (NATIONAL JOURNAL 15 MAR 12) ... Kevin Baron and Nancy Cook 

House Republicans are planning to pull the defense-spending cuts mandated by sequestration off the table in their version of the 
budget expected to be released next week, according to two Hill aides. 

 
29. Shaheen Presses Navy Secretary On Local Shipyard Modernization Efforts 
(FOSTER (NH) DAILY DEMOCRAT 16 MAR 12) 

WASHINGTON, D.C. — U.S. Sen. Jeanne Shaheen, D.N.H., Thursday continued her push to support investment in infrastructure 
at the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard. 
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30. USS San Diego Begins Initial Voyage To SD 
Vessel Scheduled To Be Commissioned In SD May 19th 
(KGTV ABC SAN DIEGO 15 MAR 12) 

SAN DIEGO -- The USS San Diego Thursday began its initial voyage to its namesake home port. 
 

31. Navy Progressing On Nuclear Plant For Ohio Replacement Subs 
(DEFENSE DAILY 16 MAR 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

The Navy is on target in the design and development of the nuclear propulsion system that will drive the next generation of 
ballistic missile submarines, the head of Naval Reactors said this week. 

 
32. Navy Laboratory Bets Big On Unmanned Ships 
(NATIONAL DEFENSE 15 MAR 12) ... Eric Beidel 

NEWPORT, R.I. — At the Naval Undersea Warfare Center, scientists and engineers are working on a variety of underwater and 
surface vessels that one day may do some of the fighting on their own. 

 
33. MIT Studying How To Land Drones On Carriers 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 15 MAR 12) ... Gary Robbins 

MIT says it is trying to make design changes to military drones that will enable the aircraft to recognize the hand gestures of flight 
crew assigned to guide them on to the deck of aircraft carriers. 

 
34. ONR Outreach Focuses On Pacific Total Force 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 15 MAR 12) ... Katherine H. Crawford, Office of Naval Research Public Affairs 

ARLINGTON, Va. -- The Office of Naval Research (ONR) will bring its technologically advanced fuel cell vehicle (FCV) and 
scientific expertise to the 2012 Pacific Operational Science & Technology (S&T) Conference in Honolulu, March 19-22. 

 
35. U.S. Seeks To Ease Concerns Over F-35 Delays, Costs 
(REUTERS 15 MAR 12) ... James Regan 

SYDNEY -- The United States sought on Thursday to allay concerns over delays and escalating costs for its new F-35 fighter, 
telling its eight partner nations there would be no further delays in the rollout of the radar-evading aircraft. 

 

BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
36. U.S. Navy Blue Angels Land In St. George For Air Show 
(ST. GEORGE (UT) SPECTRUM 15 MAR 12) ... Brian Ahern 

ST. GEORGE - A group of U.S. Navy Blue Angel fighter jets screamed through Southern Utah for the first time Wednesday, 
giving onlookers a brief preview of this weekend's Thunder Over Utah Air Show. 

 
37. LDS Leader Takes VIP Flight With Blue Angels 
(KSL NBC SALT LAKE CITY 15 MAR 12) ... Brooke Walker 

ST. GEORGE — In anticipation of this weekend's "Thunder Over Utah" Air Show in St. George, the United States Navy Blue 
Angels hosted a few VIP riders. Among them, Dieter F. Uchtdorf, second counselor in the First Presidency of The Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints. 

 
38. Navy Warship In Town For St. Pat's 
(SAVANNAH MORNING NEWS 16 MAR 12) ... Mary Carr Mayle 

Having arrived Thursday to the traditional cannon salute from Old Fort Jackson, the Navy warship USS Whidbey Island will be 
berthed at Georgia Port’s Ocean Terminal through the weekend as its crew participates in our St. Patrick’s Day festivities. 

 
39. Pensacola NAS Off Limits Next Week For Training 
Whiting Field will also be under tight security 
(PENSACOLA NEWS JOURNAL 15 MAR 12) ... Louis Cooper 

Some 90 percent of the people who work at Pensacola Naval Air Station have been asked to stay home next week as the base 
enacts tight security measures as part of a nationwide Naval preparedness exercise. 

 
40. Royal Canadian Air Cadets Visit Naval Station Newport 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 15 MAR 12) ... Bob Krekorian, Naval Station Newport Public Affairs 

NEWPORT, R.I. -- Royal Canadian air cadets departed Naval Station Newport, March 14, following a three-day visit that 
included orientations at the Surface Warfare Officers School and a visit at the Naval War College. 
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41. U.S. Commander Unsure If Idea Of Marines Remaining On Okinawa On Table 
(KYODO NEWS 16 MAR 12) 

TOKYO -- The commander of U.S. Forces Japan said Thursday he is unsure about whether some Marines will remain in 
Okinawa Prefecture in connection with bilateral negotiations on where to relocate Marines based in Okinawa, other than to Guam. 

 
42. Congress: No Money For Pacific Troop Moves Until Study Is Complete 
(STARS AND STRIPES 16 MAR 12) ... Travis J. Tritten 

CAMP FOSTER, Okinawa — Despite an end-of-the-month congressional deadline, the Secretary of the Navy told a Senate 
committee Thursday he does not know whether a contractor has been hired yet to conduct an independent review of plans to relocate 
thousands of Marines from Japan to Guam. 

 
43. D.C. Mayor Signs Proclamation Declaring April 'Military Child Month' 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 15 MAR 12) ... Naval District Washington Public Affairs 

WASHINGTON -- The mayor of Washington D.C. signed a proclamation March 14, declaring April 2012 as Military Child 
Month, the first such declaration to be made in the District. 

 
44. CYBERFOR And NETWARCOM Sailors Volunteer Time To Military Children 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 15 MAR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Joshua J. Wahl, Fleet Cyber Command / U.S. 10th 
Fleet Public Affairs 

VIRGINIA BEACH, Va. -- Sailors from Navy Cyber Forces and Naval Network Warfare Command Joint Information 
Dominance First Class Petty Officers Association (JID-FCPOA) teamed up with the Child Development Center (CDC) aboard Joint 
Expeditionary Base Little Creek-Fort Story to participate in a community outreach program, March 14. 

 

NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
45. Panetta Says He Was Not The Target Of An Attack 
(NEW YORK TIMES 16 MAR 12) ... Elisabeth Bumiller 

ABU DHABI, United Arab Emirates — Defense Secretary Leon E. Panetta said Thursday that he did not believe that the Afghan 
who crashed a stolen pickup truck near his plane, and then emerged from the truck in flames, was trying to attack him. But the Afghan 
was an interpreter working for coalition forces at the complex where Mr. Panetta was landing, raising the possibility that he knew 
someone of importance was arriving. 

 
46. After Bin Laden's Death, A Different Kind Of Hunt 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 15 MAR 12) ... Richard Lardner 

WASHINGTON — The hunt for Osama bin Laden took nearly a decade. It could take even longer to uncover U.S. government 
emails, planning reports, photographs and more that would shed light on how an elite team of Navy SEALs killed the world's most 
wanted terrorist. 

 
47. GAO Offers Sensible Ways To Solve Overlap Among Federal Programs 
(WASHINGTON POST 16 MAR 12) ... Joe Davidson 

With all of the legislative proposals to reduce their pay and benefits, federal employees can be excused if they assume that’s the 
only way Capitol Hill knows how to save money. 

 
48. Judge Hears Case Involving Navy, Rare Right Whales 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 15 MAR 12) ... Russ Bynum 

BRUNSWICK, Ga. — Environmentalists asked a federal judge Thursday to decide whether the Navy must halt plans to build a 
$100 million offshore training range because of potential threats to endangered right whales. 

 

OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
49. Get Off The Sidelines With Syria 
The Pentagon’s Cold Feet On Syria 
(WASHINGTON POST 15 MAR 12) ... Max Boot 

It’s easy to tell when the Pentagon is opposed to a military intervention. That’s when we hear leaks saying how difficult such 
action would be. We heard them in the 1990s concerning Bosnia and Kosovo, we heard them last year over Libya, and we are hearing 
them now about Syria. 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. U.S. To Boost Minesweeping In Persian Gulf 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 16 MAR 12) ... Nathan Hodge 

WASHINGTON—The U.S. military is doubling the 
number of minesweeping ships it keeps in the Persian Gulf, 
part of a buildup in the region amid tensions with Iran over its 
nuclear ambitions. 

The Navy's top officer said the U.S. would send four 
minesweeping ships along with additional mine-hunting 
helicopters to bolster U.S. defenses in the region. 

"We are moving four more mine sweeps to the theater, 
that'll make eight," Adm. Jonathan W. Greenert said in Senate 
testimony on Thursday. "We are moving Airborne Mine 
Countermeasure helicopters—that'll take us to eight in 
theater." 

The additional defensive equipment, Adm. Greenert 
added, was to ensure that "we are ready—that our folks are 
proficient, they're confident and they're good at what they do 
in case called upon." 

Tensions in recent months have increased over Iranian 
threats to close the Strait of Hormuz, a response to Western 
sanctions against Tehran imposed over its nuclear ambitions. 

The U.S. and Israel both have said that a nuclear-armed 
Iran would be unacceptable, and have threatened military 
action. Iran denies it is trying to build atomic weapons. 

As reported earlier this year by The Wall Street Journal, 
U.S. Central Command, the military headquarters that 
oversees the region, has launched an effort to beef up U.S. 
sea- and shore-based defenses in the region as a hedge against 
any possible military confrontation. 

The U.S. military had already notified Congress of plans 
to position new mine-detection and mine-clearing assets in 
and around the strait, but the military hadn't previously 
disclosed the full extent of the mine detection and clearing 
equipment being sent to the region. 

The Navy has 14 Avenger-class mine sweeper ships. Four 
of those currently are based out of Bahrain; another four are 
stationed in Japan; and six have a home port in San Diego. 

The specialized ships use sonar and video systems to 
detect mines in the water or on the seafloor. 

The Navy also operates the MH-53E Sea Dragon, a heavy 
helicopter that skims over the water and carries sensors to spot 
mines. 

Return to Index 
 

2. Amid Political Backlash, Pentagon Pushes Forward With Green Energy 
(NATIONAL DEFENSE MAGAZINE APRIL 2012) ... Sandra I. Erwin 

Maybe the problem with the Defense Department’s 
renewable energy efforts is that they are called “green.” 

And anything green these days can be radioactive on 
Capitol Hill. Republican lawmakers see funding requests for 
Defense Department clean-energy programs and cringe. Here 
we go again, another Solyndra, more ethanol subsidies, more 
government waste, more taxpayer dollars thrown at political 
cronies. 

Military and civilian defense officials responsible for 
green initiatives increasingly are flummoxed and frustrated by 
the demonization of renewable energy. When did efforts to 
save lives and money become cheap partisan fodder? 

“I think it’s sad” that the military’s campaign to burn less 
fuel and to secure alternative sources of energy is being 
politicized, one three-star general said in a private 
conversation. 

Several industry insiders who work with the Pentagon’s 
most visible champion for green energy, Navy Secretary Ray 
Mabus, said they were aghast at the amount of badgering he 
received last month during a House Armed Services 
Committee hearing. By their account, Mabus was quite upset 
by the grilling from several congressmen, who insinuated that 
the secretary was being too aggressive in promoting the 
Navy’s green fleet at the expense of more urgent force-
readiness priorities. 

“Now, look, I love green energy,” said Rep. Randy 
Forbes, R-Va. But he questioned why the Navy is cutting its 
budget for ships but increasing spending on biofuels that cost 
$15 per gallon. “You’re not the secretary of energy. You’re 
the secretary of the Navy,” Forbes griped. Mabus was hit by 
similar unfriendly barbs from other HASC members. 

In fairness to green-energy critics, the terms of the debate 
over Pentagon investments in this area have been tough to 
frame because the goals are so wide-ranging. On one end of 
the spectrum are Navy and Air Force initiatives to replace 
fossil fuels with renewables, with the goal of boosting “energy 
security” — a catchphrase for becoming less dependent on oil 
imports from unfriendly countries. On the other end are 
Defense Department green initiatives that have practical 
tactical aims, such as reducing fuel shipments in combat 
zones. Supply convoys in Afghanistan and Pakistan are 
regularly attacked and U.S troops and contractors have been 
killed and wounded. 

One Pentagon contractor who produces renewable energy 
systems said he was appalled by the prosecutorial nature of 
congressional inquiries on green programs. “When you know 
people who have gotten killed transporting or guarding fossil 
fuel, it sort of points you in the right direction,” he lamented. 

The war in Afghanistan may be winding down, but there 
are still more than 400 forward-operating bases throughout the 
country where U.S. troops are deployed. The Army, 
particularly, is rushing to provide more efficient generators 
that could cut fuel demand by half. 

The Army’s chief of logistics Lt. Gen. Raymond Mason 
said the service is requesting $4 billion in the 2013-2017 
budget for “operational energy” programs. “I have to convince 
the leadership that they have to spend money to save money 
and lives,” Mason told reporters. “The issue is not whether we 
can afford operational energy, we cannot afford not to do it.” 

Defense Secretary Leon Panetta recently signed an 
“operational energy implementation plan” that could spur 
additional efficiency measures and more investments in clean-
energy programs beyond what is currently under way. With 
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congressional approval last year, the Pentagon set up an 
“operational energy capabilities improvement fund” that 
would provide seed money for technologies that reduce 
battlefield fuel use. It received $18 million in fiscal year 2012 
for five projects that were selected among 32 competitors. 

Assistant Secretary of Defense for Operational Energy 
Plans and Programs Sharon Burke said that in this initial 
round of projects, the focus was on energy-saving cooling and 
heating systems for military outposts. Burke recently spoke to 
an industry conference where nearly 700 small-business 
representatives came to hear about future opportunities in the 
operational energy market. She told the audience that the 
OECIF money is not intended to bankroll “one off” science 
projects but rather to develop “long-term capabilities that will 
be sustained by the military services” so they can cut down on 
fuel use for years to come. 

Lt. Gen. William N. Phillips, the Army’s head of 
acquisitions, said there is an urgent need for fuel savings. Each 
FOB in Afghanistan requires 250 to 7,500 gallons of fuel per 
day depending on the size. Larger bases demand up to 50,000 
gallons per day. Overall the U.S. military consumes 50 million 
gallons per month in Afghanistan. 

Looking ahead, even after the current wars end, the 
Pentagon sees a compelling need to wean itself from 

petroleum. “There is no question that the military will need 
alternatives to petroleum, particularly for our legacy fleet of 
ships and planes,” Burke said in an email. “Recent oil market 
volatility also emphasizes the need for these longer term 
solutions.” The Defense Department estimates that for every 
$1 increase in the price of a barrel of oil, its fuel bill goes up 
by $130 million. 

The Navy’s director of the energy coordination office, 
Cmdr. James Goudreau, pushed back on the Republican 
HASC members’ criticism of military investments in 
renewables. “Alternative fuels for the Navy is not about being 
green, it’s about combat capability,” he said. “Our job is not to 
save the world, it is to protect the nation.” 

One Republican who stands with the Pentagon on this 
issue is now-retired Virginia Sen. John Warner, a former 
secretary of the Navy and chairman of the Senate Armed 
Services Committee. During a panel discussion at the 
American Security Project, Warner warned Goudreau that 
Congress, being the political animal that it is, should not be 
trusted to rise above the fray, even when energy security is at 
stake. “The problem as I see it is in the puzzle palace,” Warner 
said. The Defense Department has laudable goals, he posited, 
“But is Congress going to help you? That is the real question.” 

Return to Index 
 

3. Leaders Identify Challenges, Opportunities And Way Ahead At NWDC Maritime Innovation 
Symposium 

(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 15 MAR 12) ... Navy Warfare Development Command Public Affairs 
NORFOLK, Va. -- More than 150 members from the 

maritime services, academia and industry gathered this week 
to kick-off Navy Warfare Development Command's (NWDC) 
"Innovation Series 2012" at a Maritime Innovation 
Symposium themed "Regaining the Innovation 
Advantage...Awakening Our Creative DNA" on Naval Station 
Norfolk. 

"Most of what I have seen in my years in the Navy has 
been activity driven, not purpose driven. The organizations 
and processes we use are purposefully designed to maintain 
course and speed - not to allow significant change. That is the 
reason I wanted to hold this conference," said Adm. John C. 
Harvey, Jr., commander, U.S. Fleet Forces, in his opening 
remarks. 

"Our choice is simple. We can either innovate today, or be 
forced to rapidly adapt in the middle of conflict. While we 
have a strong history of adaptation, we can certainly get some 
of the big things right beforehand," Harvey added. 

Other renowned speakers engaged the audience on 
discussions on historical best practices, warfighter challenges, 
how to harness and increase the Navy's capacity for 
innovation, and setting the conditions for an innovative 
culture. U.S. Coast Guard, U.S. Marine Corps, private sector 
and non-military governmental agency presenters provided 
valuable insight on innovation from their perspectives. 

During a Flag Panel discussion on "Community 
Challenges in Need of Innovative Solutions," the speakers 

looked at challenges to innovation in cyberspace, undersea and 
expeditionary warfare, and fleet readiness. 

Several themes emerged from the active discussions, 
which included real-time "chat" on Defense Connect Online 
(DCO) with attendees both at NWDC and at remote locations 
providing direct input into the discussion. 

The importance of engaging younger Sailors and junior 
officers in the innovation process, not only because they are 
on the tactical front-line of employing innovation outputs, but 
because of their innate familiarity with modern 
communication tools, was a recurring message. 

"If you want to think out of the box, you have to involve 
people that have never been in the box," said retired Capt. Vic 
Addison. 

Overcoming challenges, such as budget constraints, 
bureaucracy, and risk-adverse "middle management;" 
recognizing that failure is part of the innovation process; and, 
the importance of defining the problem were addressed 
throughout the symposium. 

The goal of NWDC's "Innovation Series 2012" is to 
reinvigorate a culture of innovation throughout the Fleet in 
direct support of the warfighter. 

"The symposium provided a baseline frame of reference 
for innovation and set the stage for a bolder approach to the 
problems facing us," said Rear Adm. Terry B. Kraft, 
commander, Navy Warfare Development Command. 

"Now it's time for action and to move our ideas up the 
chain and out to the fleet." 

Return to Index 
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4. Navy Releases Guide For Hiring Wounded Warriors 
(FEDERAL NEWS RADIO 15 MAR 12) ... Emily Kopp and Jared Serbu 

The Department of Navy is distributing a guide for hiring 
people with disabilities. 

"We hope this is a best practice we can share with our 
sister services, our federal partners and ultimately, the private 
sector as well," said Juan Garcia, assistant secretary of 
manpower and reserve affairs at the Navy, in an interview 
with The Federal Drive with Emily Kopp and Jared Serbu. 

The guide offers tips for making workplace 
accommodations, handling leave requests and ensuring 
etiquette among the workforce. 

Of Navy's 200,000 civilian employees, nearly 60 percent 
are veterans and more than 10 percent are wounded, ill or 
injured, Garcia said. 

Last summer, agencies submitted plans for hiring disabled 
people following a July 2010 executive order from President 
Obama that set a goal for agencies to hire 100,000 people with 
disabilities by 2015. 

"We've had enormous success in hiring these folks, and 
now we want to move to retaining these folks," Garcia said. 

Listen To Audio (RT: 7:18) 
Return to Index 
 

5. Women’s History Month: You Go, Girls! 
(TIME 15 MAR 12) ... Darlene Iskra 

I have been thinking about Women’s History Month since 
March began. Then, I saw that March 8 was International 
Women’s Day, an event that has taken place worldwide since 
the early 1900s. According to its website, it began amid the 
turbulence of the industrial age when women started realizing 
their oppressed and subordinate status. 

They began to actively campaign for change such as the 
rights to work, vote, hold office, and end discrimination. From 
its birth as a women’s rights movement, the day has expanded 
as a global day for the recognition and celebration of women 
globally. Women’s History week was designated in 1981 
incorporating International Women’s Day. In 1987, Congress 
expanded the focus to a whole month. This year, in honor of 
International Women’s Day, I happened to notice an event 
sponsored by the Navy, which I am very proud to publicize 
(albeit after the fact). 

The event was an interview with Fox news, in which the 
Vice Chief of Naval Operations, Adm. Mark Ferguson, along 
with Capt. Lisa Franchetti, Lt Sarah Flaherty, and ENC (DV) 
Lynn Rodriguez, discussed the current and future 
opportunities for women in the Navy. 

The panel went on to ring the closing bell at the NYSE 
after participating in a UN panel on the Representation of 
Women in Non-traditional sectors on that same day. 

Adm. Ferguson has been an advocate for diversity in the 
Navy at least since his tenure as Chief of Naval Personnel, 
where told the 2008 Naval Postgraduate School graduating 
class that minorities will soon become the collective majority 
in the United States. He said that tapping into that talent is a 
strategic imperative, utilizing people who can do the job best 
regardless of race or gender. 

Capt. Franchetti is a surface warfare officer who joined in 
1985, and as a result of opportunities that opened with the 
rescinding of combat exclusion laws for the Navy, was able to 
command both a destroyer (USS Ross DDG 71) and Destroyer 
Squadron 21, which is embarked on USS Stennis (CVN-74) 
and oversees 4 other DDGs. 

Lt Flaherty is a helicopter pilot, who noted that she had it 
“easy” because of trailblazing of women like Capt. Franchetti. 

Seabee diver Lynn Rodriguez finished up the panel. Chief 
Rodriguez, one of only five female Underwater Construction 
Battalion (CB = Seabee. Get it?) divers has become the face of 
Navy diving as a result of her navy recruiting video above. 

The video targets women, but her leadership is gender 
neutral. Although not the most senior woman Seabee Diver, 
that honor goes to Chief Warrant Officer Roseanne Oliveros, a 
2010 inductee into the Woman Divers Hall of Fame, Lynn was 
recently honored with the Master Chief Anna Der-Vartanian 
Award for leadership by a servicemember whose ideals and 
dedication further the integration of women into the Navy. 
“She exemplifies everything the Navy is looking for in 
leaders,” says Capt. John W. Korka, her CO. “I’m proud to 
have the privilege to call myself her commanding officer.” 

It’s important to note these women leaders. Research has 
shown that girls, especially, need role models. I recently 
returned from a speaking engagement at South Texas College 
for part of their Women’s History Month celebration. As a 
non-Hispanic military woman, I certainly did not “look” like 
many of the students, faculty, and members of the community 
to which I spoke, but I think that my message rings true 
regardless. 

My presentation, “Breaking Through the Brass Ceiling: 
Women in the U.S. Armed Forces,” focused on women 
trailblazers such as the first woman flag and general officers in 
the military, the first women commanders of a ship and an 
aircraft squadron, and a look at the future for women in the 
military. I noted that there were not many women of color in 
this group, and I challenged the audience to “reach for the 
stars” through hard work and commitment to excellence. 

The other thing I told them was to accept any 
opportunities that come their way and run with them. Most 
girls do not aspire to greatness, because they are taught to be 
nurturers, not fighters. But with role models and mentors, 
women can, and do, make a difference. 

I myself have had my 15 minutes of fame as the first 
woman to command a Navy ship. Even though it was more 
than 20 years ago, it surprises me how many still find it an 
amazing feat, and are proud to hear me reflect on the 
experience. I still don’t feel special, but I just happened to be 
at the right place at the right time to make a difference. It just 
takes persistence and perseverance. That’s what Women’s 
History Month is telling today’s young: “If she can do it, so 
can I.” You go, girls! 

Cmdr. Darlene M. Iskra, USN (ret.) was the first female 
commander of a commissioned naval vessel. 
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Broadcast Clip - Seabee Diver -- Lynn Rodriguez 
(YOUTUBE 22 SEP 10) U.S. Navy 
Raised in Chicago, Illinois, Chief Petty Officer Lynn 

Rodriguez knew her destiny was to travel the planet. She had 

no clue just how far she would go. Today she is a Seabee 
Diver, one of a select group of men and women capable of 
achieving the extraordinary deep beneath the surface of the 
oceans of the world. 

View Clip (RT: 2:28) 
Return to Index 
 
 

CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
6. U.S. Doubling Minesweepers In Persian Gulf 
(NAVY TIMES 15 MAR 12) ... Christopher P. Cavas 

Four more minesweepers and four more minesweeping 
helicopters are to be sent to the Persian Gulf, the U.S. Navy’s 
top officer said Thursday, a move which will increase the 
number of mine countermeasure forces available to keep open 
the sea lanes around the Strait of Hormuz should Iran choose 
to mine that critical waterway. 

“We are moving four more minesweepers to the region, 
making eight,” Adm. Jonathan Greenert, chief of naval 
operations (CNO), told the U.S. Senate Armed Services 
committee during a Navy budget hearing. “We want to 
improve our underwater minehunting capability.” 

Speaking to reporters after the hearing, Greenert declined 
to say when the ships or helicopters would leave for the 
region. “That’s operations,” he said. 

But he confirmed the mine countermeasures ships would 
make the journey from their base in San Diego to Bahrain 
aboard heavy-lift ships, the Navy’s preferred way to get the 
slow-moving minesweepers, which have a top speed of about 
14 knots, to the operating region without unnecessary wear 
and tear on their hulls and machinery. 

Heavy-lift ships are themselves rather slow, meaning it 
will likely be some weeks before the ships could get to 
Bahrain. 

Greenert demurred when asked if the move was a surge, 
similar to when forces are built up for specific operations. 

“I’m not going to define it as a surge,” he said. “You 
called it a deployment, how’s that.” 

Initially, the CNO said, the ships’ crews would not be 
rotated, as is the case on other ships in the region. 

Four minesweepers already are based with the Fifth Fleet 
in Bahrain under a “forward-deployed” arrangement. The 
ships remain in the region year-round, while their crews rotate 
in and out at six-month intervals from the mine force’s home 
base in San Diego. 

The four ships to be deployed from San Diego, Navy 
sources said, are the Sentry, Devastator, Pioneer and Warrior. 

In the Persian Gulf, they’ll join with the Scout, Gladiator, 
Ardent and Dextrous. 

Left in San Diego will be only two ships, the Champion 
and Chief. 

Four other Avenger-class mine countermeasures ships are 
forward-deployed to Sasebo, Japan — the Avenger, Defender, 
Guardian and Patriot. 

The 1,379-ton minesweepers, crewed by 84 sailors, 
employ the SLQ-48 mine neutralization system to identify and 
destroy a variety of enemy mines. Support for the system, 
however, has waned in recent years as Navy planners looked 
ahead to new systems that would be operated by the Littoral 

Combat Ship. But the new systems remain in development, 
and mine force sailors have struggled to keep their SLQ-48s 
operationally capable. 

The decline in mission effectiveness led to an urgent 
needs requirement last year from Central Command 
(CENTCOM), the combatant commander authority that 
oversees the Persian Gulf region, demanding a more effective 
mine countermeasures system. The choice was SeaFox, from 
Atlas Elektronik and Ultra Electronics, used by all British 
Royal Navy minehunters. 

Britain also maintains several minehunters in the gulf 
region, where they regularly operate with the U.S. ships. 

The U.S. Navy is buying three Seafox sets for its ships, 
along with upgrading six Seafox aircraft units for use with 
MH-53E Sea Dragon helicopters. Those new systems are not 
scheduled to be operational until early next year. 

The Navy could not immediately provide details on the 
additional helicopters that will be sent to Bahrain. Both 
helicopter mine countermeasures squadrons, HM-14 and HM-
15, are based in Norfolk, Va. 

Navy planners have been considering how to provide 
continuing support to a mine countermeasures force operating 
around the Strait, nearly 400 miles from Bahrain. The Ponce, 
an older amphibious ship that was to have been 
decommissioned this winter, is being refurbished in Norfolk 
for use as an afloat-forward staging base specifically to 
support mine forces, and the Navy is hoping to build two new 
ships for the role. 

Conversion work on the Ponce began last month. It is not 
clear if the Ponce is being figured into the mine force 
deployment involving the extra minesweepers and helicopters. 

The plus-up in mine forces comes even as the Navy 
continues working to meet a CENTCOM surge requirement to 
maintain two aircraft carrier strike groups in the region to 
support operations ashore. The Navy has been able to keep 
two flattops on station about 70 percent of the time, although 
that pace of operations is straining ships, aircraft and people. 

The surge has been in place since mid-2010. Adm. Gary 
Roughead, the former CNO, said early in 2011 that the pace 
could be maintained for two years, but the demand shows no 
sign of letting up. 

Asked if the fleet could continue the “2.0” requirement, 
Greenert was adamant. 

“We can maintain it well through this year and into next,” 
he told reporters. “There’s a price for that,” he cautioned. 
“What is the impact on other deployments, on maintenance, on 
the training, if you want to sustain that. That’s the debate that 
we’ll continue to have.” 

Return to Index 
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7. Navy, Coast Guard Save Crew After Blast 
(NAVY TIMES 15 MAR 12) ... Jacqueline Klimas 

The destroyer John Paul Jones on Thursday rescued 24 
Filipino mariners who had been stranded after an explosion 
disabled their tanker in the Persian Gulf. 

The crew of the tanker Stolt Valor, which was carrying 
13,000 metric tons of a substance called “volatile” and 
“flammable” on the Environmental Protection Agency 
website, issued a distress call about 2 a.m. local time. The 
tanker was 48 nautical miles southeast of Farsi Island, Iran. 
When John Paul Jones arrived, the vessel’s master told the 
Navy that one crew member had died in the explosion. 

Sailors gave food, water and blankets to the mariners, 
who were in two lifeboats. 

The rescued crew did not need medical attention, a Navy 
news release stated. At 7:30 a.m., the 24 crew members were 
transferred to the Coast Guard patrol boat Baranof to be taken 
to Manama, Bahrain. 

Firefighting tugboats were sent to the scene. 
“Coming to the aid of fellow mariners in trouble and 

conducting search and rescues at sea are critical skills that the 
Navy trains us to get right,” said Cmdr. Jon Duffy, John Paul 
Jones’ commanding officer. “I couldn’t be more proud of how 
our crews reacted, from the initial distress call to when every 
survivor was safe on deck.” 

Return to Index 
 

8. Blue Ridge Arrives In Hong Kong 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 15 MAR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Fidel C. Hart, USS Blue Ridge Public Affairs 

HONG KONG -- U.S. 7th Fleet flagship USS Blue Ridge 
(LCC 19) and embarked 7th Fleet staff arrived in Hong Kong 
for a port visit March 15. 

The visit gives the crew the opportunity to experience 
Hong Kong's unique culture. During their off-duty time, 
Sailors and Marines will have the opportunity to visit several 
landmarks, amusement parks and restaurants. 

Blue Ridge's administration department leading chief 
petty officer, Senior Chief Yeoman Steven Borba, said the 
crew is looking forward to visiting Hong Kong. 

"Hong Kong is a city-state steeped in 7th Fleet's history," 
said Borba. "Our Sailors and Marines have been enjoying this 
port for many decades. They look forward to experiencing the 
richness and diversity of the culture here. It is also my favorite 
city in the world." 

In addition to touring Hong Kong on their own, several 
Sailors and Marines will participate in the American Women's 
Association of Hong Kong's Meals In the Home events. Meals 

In the Home (known in other countries as Adopt A Sailor) is a 
program offering hospitality and support for U.S. service 
members visiting Hong Kong. 

"The American Women's Association supports large ship 
visits with the Fenwick Pier volunteers," said Jennifer Cox, 
American Women's Association of Hong Kong president. 

"Fenwick Pier volunteers staff a desk at the pier to assists 
Sailors and Marines find their way around Hong Kong. We 
also staff a free library at the pier, allowing service members 
to take donated books, DVDs and magazines with them. They 
may also donate their own." 

"Hong Kong is a favorite port of many Sailors," said Blue 
Ridge's administrative officer, Lt. Jason Kaplan. "During this 
port visit, our crew will enjoy the warm hospitality and vibrant 
city landscapes this international city proudly embraces. New 
and lasting friendships will be made here while our crew 
participates in Meals In the Home and on liberty." 
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9. Submarine USS Jefferson City Returns From Deployment 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 15 MAR 12) ... Submarine Squadron 11 Public Affairs Office 

NAVAL BASE POINT LOMA, Calif. -- Friends and 
families of Sailors aboard Los Angeles-class, fast-attack 
submarine USS Jefferson City (SSN 759) welcomed home the 
submarine and its crew today following a six-month 
deployment to the Western Pacific. 

The deployment supported the Maritime Strategy, which 
includes maritime security, forward presence, sea control and 
power projection. 

During the deployment, Jefferson City covered more than 
30,000 nautical miles and executed missions vital to national 
security. Jefferson City also participated in U.S. and 
multinational naval exercises. 

"Jefferson City enjoyed a tremendously productive and 
rewarding deployment in support of U.S. national interests in 
the Middle East. Making our deployment even more valuable, 
Jefferson City deployed with some unique capabilities," said 

Jefferson City Commanding Officer Cmdr. Brien Dickson. 
"The crew's phenomenal initiative and tireless dedication 
enabled the ship to aggressively execute her assignments and 
overcome numerous challenges." 

Additionally, while deployed, 14 crew members 
reenlisted, 12 obtained their Submarine Warfare Pin and 26 
crew members were promoted. 

"I am very proud of the crew and their accomplishments. 
I'm also especially thankful for the support of the entire 
Jefferson City extended family that faithfully supported their 
Sailors throughout the extended deployment," said Dickson. 

Jefferson City is home to approximately 130 crew 
members. Jefferson City was commissioned Feb. 29, 1992, 
and is named in honor of Jefferson City, Mo. Jefferson City is 
one of six Los Angeles-class, fast-attack submarines 
homeported in San Diego. 

Return to Index 
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10. Aircraft Maintenance Aboard USS Enterprise 
(YOUTUBE 15 MAR 12) ... U.S. Navy 

ATLANTIC OCEAN -- Aviation Structural Mechanics 
assigned to the Dragonslayers of Helicopter Anti-Submarine 
squadron (HS) 11 perform maintenance on an HH-60H Sea 
Hawk helicopter aboard the aircraft carrier USS Enterprise 
(CVN 65). The squadron is deployed as part of the Enterprise 

Carrier Strike Group to support maritime security operations 
and theater security cooperation efforts in the U.S. 5th and 6th 
Fleet areas of responsibility. 

View Clip (RT: 1:55) 
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11. Helicopter Pilot Describes Rescue Of Enterprise Sailor 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 15 MAR 12) ... Lauren King 

A Sailor aboard the aircraft carrier Enterprise was 
recovered uninjured after falling overboard Thursday into the 
Atlantic Ocean. 

Several crew members saw the Sailor fall, called for help 
and dropped strobe and smoke markers into the water. The 
alarm sounded at 5:35 a.m. as the Norfolk-based nuclear 
warship was hundreds of miles off the coast of North Carolina. 

“I was dead asleep,” helicopter pilot Lt. Cmdr. Michael 
Margolius said Thursday night as he recalled the incident. By 
the time he made it to the ready room, he learned that the 
Sailor was a mile to a mile and a half behind the carrier. 

Margolius and his three crew members were in the air 30 
minutes after the alert. It was dark, the weather was clear and 
there was only a slight chop in the water, he said. It took only 
minutes to spot the Sailor. 

Petty Officer 2nd Class Graham Harrison was lowered 
into the water and strapped the Sailor to the line before the 
SH-60F Seahawk helicopter pulled them up. Margolius said 

the Sailor was conscious and in good condition when they 
rescued him. He had fallen about 30 feet before hitting the 
water. 

The crew was back aboard the Enterprise 26 minutes after 
they had taken off. 

This was the first water rescue for Margolius, rescue 
swimmer Harrison, co-pilot Lt. j.g. Cody Harris and the crew 
chief, Petty Officer 2nd Class Clayton Miller. 

“This is my eighth deployment but the first time I’ve done 
this,” Margolius said. 

The Navy has not identified the Sailor. Though the fall 
seems to have been an accident, officials said it will be 
investigated. 

The Enterprise is at sea for its final deployment before 
being decommissioned. It was completing carrier 
qualifications when the Sailor went overboard. Thursday 
night, the carrier was heading east in the Atlantic and 
ultimately will enter the Mediterranean Sea and Arabian Gulf. 
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GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
12. All Together Now For Military Exercises 
(THE AUSTRALIAN 16 MAR 12) ... Brendan Nicholson and Mark Dodd 

Defence Minister Stephen Smith has confirmed that 
Australia and the U.S. are actively discussing future joint 
military exercises with Indonesian and Chinese forces in the 
Top End. 

Mr. Smith said the possibility of such exercises was 
among the issues raised at yesterday’s meeting of Australian 
and Indonesian foreign affairs and defence ministers in 
Canberra. 

Mr. Smith recalled that, after the announcement during 
U.S. President Barack Obama’s visit to Darwin last year that a 
marine taskforce group would train in northern Australia, 
Indonesia’s President Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono suggested 
that Australia, the U.S. and Indonesian forces should exercise 
together. 

“I’ve also seen suggestions subsequently that maybe you 
could have Australia, U.S., Indonesia and other countries, 
including and, in particular, China,” Mr. Smith said. “We 
spoke about this in passing today, and we don’t discount that 
down the track.” 

Mr. Smith said the focus now was to use the East Asia 
Summit humanitarian assistance and disaster relief framework 
to build the necessary links with Indonesia and other nations 
in the region. 

During last November’s ASEAN summit in Bali, Dr 
Yudhoyono raised with Julia Gillard the possibility of 
Australia and the U.S. inviting China to take part in exercises 
as a way to reduce tension with Beijing over the presence of 
marines in Darwin. 

U.S. ambassador Jeffrey Bleich told The Australian then 
that inclusion of units from the People’s Liberation Army in 
exercises was the sort of co-operation that could ultimately 
emerge as the U.S. military training presence in Australia was 
stepped up. 

“The more we share information, the more we train 
together, the more we communicate, the less likely it is that 
anyone’s going to misunderstand one another.” 

“And if issues do arise it’s much easier to pick up the 
phone and talk to someone who you know, who you’ve 
worked with, who you trust to resolve those issues.” 

A delegation of senior Chinese officers headed by the 
deputy chief of general staff of the PLA, General Ma Xiaotian, 
visited Australia last year to discuss a plan for enhanced 
defence engagement over the next two years. 

On Wednesday, Indonesian Foreign Minister Marty 
Natalegawa said Indonesia wanted to ensure there was no 
repeat in the Asia-Pacific region of Cold War-style tactics 
designed to contain an emerging power. 
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13. China Will Not Use Force In Spratlys, Says New Envoy 
(PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 16 MAR 12) 

China does not intend to invade or use its military might 
to interfere in the affairs of any of its neighbors, including the 
Philippines and four other countries claiming ownership of the 
Spratlys in the West Philippine Sea (South China Sea), 
Beijing’s new ambassador to Manila said Thursday. 

“We have no ambition or ability to pose a threat to other 
countries … What we want to do is to protect China’s 
interests, protect its borders and sovereignty. That’s all,” 
Ambassador Ma Keqing told a news conference held 
Thursday at her residence in Dasmariñas Village, Makati City. 

Asked about the U.S. plan to increase its military 
presence in the region, Ma said “China has responded very 
calmly” to the issue. 

“The Asia-Pacific is wide enough to accommodate (both) 
the U.S. and China,” she said. 

Ma, who assumed her post only two months ago, noted 
the 11.2-percent increase in China’s military budget this year 
might have “aroused suspicions” among other countries about 
its real intentions. She emphasized that China’s military policy 
was “purely defensive in nature.” 

She pointed out that the growth in China’s military budget 
had been “very minimal” for a long time. “We increased the 
growth just to compensate for the previous years of neglecting 
the military budget,” she said. 

Ma said the bulk of military expenditures had been used 
“for logistics, for improvement of the officers’ well-being, to 
increase wages and so on. It was only in the last few years we 
used the increase in budget to purchase hardware for the 
military.” 

The military budget was “only 1.3 percent of the total 
(government) budget,” she stressed, pointing out that it was 
much lower than that of the United States, United Kingdom, 
Russia, India and Brazil. 

“So with such a military budget, I believe the Chinese 
Army will not pose any threat to other countries,” she said. 

Alarm Bells 
Early this month, Beijing announced that its defense 

budget would increase to 670.27 billion yuan (about $106.41 
billion) this year. The amount marks a slowdown from 2011 
when its budget rose by 12.7 percent but still set off alarm 
bells across Asia and the United States. 

In January, Washington disclosed a defense strategy 
focused on countering China’s rising power. 

In her first news conference in the country, Ma expressed 
hopes the Philippines and China could “finally find a way to 
start the negotiations” on the joint development of areas in the 
West Philippine Sea. 

“As Chinese, we are patient. But with patience and 
wisdom and goodwill, we can finally find a way,” she said. 
“Our thinking is that pending the final resolution of (the 
Spratlys dispute), we should shelve and put aside our 
differences and have a joint cooperation (agreement).” 

“The resources are there to tap,” Ma said, adding that 
economic development “is our priority” for China, the 
Philippines, Vietnam, Taiwan, Malaysia and Brunei, which are 
claiming ownership over the Spratlys. 

 

Joint Development 
“But since it’s in the disputed islands, no one can take 

action unilaterally. So the proper way to do that, or the starting 
point is to shelve differences and disputes and have joint 
cooperation,” she said. 

Earlier, Foreign Secretary Albert del Rosario told the 
Philippine Daily Inquirer that the joint development of areas in 
the West Philippine Sea that “are clearly ours is not a viable 
option” to the country’s problem with China. But he said the 
Philippines “is open to considering joint development in the 
disputed areas.” 

Del Rosario said he “reiterated our position that we are 
open to inviting China to the Recto Bank (Reed Bank) as an 
investor to be governed by our laws” during a recent meeting 
with Wang Yingfan and Wang Chunqui, two former Chinese 
ambassadors to the Philippines who were here on a goodwill 
visit. 

The Recto Bank is an “integral part of the Philippines 
and, as such, cannot be jointly developed,” he said. 

During the news conference yesterday, Ma said China “is 
not against the rules-based interpretation of the dispute.” 

“We also endorse international norms that we should 
abide by. But one cannot side only with few clauses of the 
(UN Convention on the Law of the Sea or UNCLOS) and 
neglect other clauses,” she said. 

Other Treaties 
“There are more international norms than (UNCLOS). 

Even according to this treaty, we can find some arguments to 
support China’s stance. There’s a little bit of misunderstanding 
that China does not abide by international rules and only to 
historical facts. UNCLOS is just one treaty. There are other 
treaties,” she said. 

Del Rosario has repeatedly asserted that a rules-based 
approach is the “only legitimate and viable way to address 
disputes in the West Philippine Sea.” The Philippines has been 
pushing for the availment of the dispute settlement 
mechanisms under UNCLOS. 

No Longer Cold War 
She expressed hopes the United States “will take a 

constructive and positive role to make this region more 
peaceful and stable.” 

“We believe and hope that there is a possibility for China 
and the U.S. to have cooperation in this region rather than 
confrontation, I like to believe that based on this argument this 
is not anymore Cold War. We are living in a new world. We 
are living in a global village, and we are so interdependent,” 
she said. 

At the same time, she expressed optimism that “all 
countries in this region can develop their economies and 
improve the well-being of their people.” 

“China has its own interests. Being an Asian country, it’s 
only natural. We hope our interests will be respected by 
others, including the U.S., the Philippines and other countries. 
At the same time, we respect the interests of other countries. 
In that way, we can have mutual trust and enhanced 
cooperation. At the end of the day, economic development 
will determine the development of a nation,” she added. 
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14. Maldives: A New Area Of Concern In This Region 
Today, because of its position in the Indian Ocean, the Maldives draws the attention of two regional powers, 
India and China 
(ASSAM SENTINEL (INDIA) 15 MAR 12) ... Y.C. Halan 

Maldives has always been an archipelago of strategic 
importance because of its location on the major marine routes 
of the Indian Ocean. 

Ashoka the Great was the first to realize its significance 
for trade and introduced Buddhism to the Maldives islands in 
the third century BC to gain control over it. This was an 
extension to the regions of Afghanistan, Central Asia, and Sri 
Lanka. When, after the 16th century, the European colonial 
powers took over much of the trade in the Indian Ocean, the 
Portuguese, the Dutch, and the French fought to gain control 
of these islands and meddled with local politics. Finally, the 
British were able to oust the three nations and gained its 
control. It became a British Protectorate in 1796. 

Maldives was a British protectorate until 1953 when the 
sultanate was suspended and the First Republic was declared 
under the short-lived presidency of Muhammad Amin Didi. 
Maldives gained total independence from the British in 1965. 
In a national referendum in March 1968, Maldivians abolished 
the sultanate and established a republic. However, the British 
continued to maintain an air base on the island of Gan but 
decided to leave finally in 1976 at the height of the Cold War. 
The Soviet Union made a move to request the use of the base, 
but the Maldives refused. 

In the 10th century, Middle Eastern countries realised that 
Maldives was a trade link to East Africa and its abundant 
supply of cowrie shells, a form of currency that was widely 
used in that part of the region. As the Arabs gained control of 
the trade in the Indian Ocean by the twelfth century AD, the 
Buddhist king of Maldives converted to Islam in 1153. 

The Maldives islands have acquired a different 
connotation since China became a strong country with an 
ambition to dominate the Asia-Africa region. 

Today, because of its position in the Indian Ocean, the 
Maldives draws the attention of two regional powers, India 
and China. Both look at it as a valuable constituent of their 
foreign policy to control the region. Till now the two countries 
are refraining to say or do anything on the developments. Both 
are saying that the development in the Island is its domestic 
issue and have not taken any proactive action. India seems to 
be more confident as the rulers of Maldives have traditionally 
been pro-India. Nevertheless, India is keenly watching the 
developments and has sent its senior diplomats to watch and 
help the new regime. China is also observing the emerging 
scenario as any change in the government in the Maldives 
could upset the Sino-Indian balance of power in the region. 

Close relations between India and the Maldives are 
because of long historical bondage between the two countries. 
India has age-old cultural and economic influence in the 
Maldives. It is because of being close to the Indian territory 
and more because of the large population of Indian origin in 
that country. India has also interest in the Maldives because its 
geographic position is such that the Indian Navy can oversee 
the wider Indian Ocean. Also if it is controlled by any foreign 
power it can be used to subvert India’s efforts in the region. 
This is the reason that India has always come to the rescue of 

the Maldives whenever it has been in trouble. In 1988, when 
Tamil terrorists raided the island and almost dislodged the 
then Maldivian President Maumoon Abdul Gayoom, India 
airdropped paratroopers and deployed naval forces and 
thwarted the attempted takeover. 

Though the island may be closer to India as it knows that 
it can depend on India, China has been trying to come closer 
to it and snatch it from India’s influence area. It is becoming 
more critical for China as it is growing its business and 
military interest in the region, particularly after gaining control 
of ports in Myanmar, Pakistan and Seychelles. But despite 
these areas of influence, China has not been able to establish a 
permanent military base on any of the islands in the Indian 
Ocean. Though about a decade back it was being speculated 
that it was building a submarine base on one of the Maldivian 
islands, nothing substantial has come. Nevertheless, it cannot 
be ignored that China is desperately looking for a toe-hold to 
the southwest of India, so that it is able to surround it from all 
directions. However, China is following a ‘policy of patience’ 
and ‘wait-and-watch’. One way of influencing the Maldivians 
is to send more and more tourists to the island and tempt them 
as they get much higher income than other tourists. 

India is not oblivious of these happenings and 
developments. India is keeping a close watch on the 
developments in the region. In fact, the United States shares 
India’s concern about the Chinese presence in the region. 
Therefore, it has been increasingly supporting India’s active 
role in the Asia-Pacific region. 

Jim Miller, acting Defence Undersecretary for Policy, 
who was in India in February said: “The U.S.-India 
relationship is built on a strong foundation of common 
interests and values.” To strengthen this view he also said: 
“The U.S. sees India as a partner in advancing stability and 
security in the region and globally, and I look forward to 
continuing to strengthen our partnership on defence and 
security.” As part of the growing military links between New 
Delhi and Washington, the U.S. and Indian navies have 
finalised, despite the Chinese protestations, a joint exercise in 
April in the Bay of Bengal. 

The joint Indo-U.S. exercise, also known as ‘Exercise 
Malabar’ will be a package ranging from training with the 
U.S. Navy on anti-submarine warfare and advanced naval 
combat to manoeuvres emphasising coordinated anti-piracy 
exercises. It is not a run-of-the mill exercise. But if seen in the 
context of recent tensions in the Asia-Pacific region, as well as 
last year’s intensifying rhetoric among countries with interests 
in the South China Sea, it is of much greater significance than 
it apparently looks. The April 2012 exercise cannot be 
considered a new development. In fact, in 2007, a five-nation 
naval exercise, ‘Malabar 2007’, was conducted in which the 
navies of Singapore, Japan and Australia joined the U.S. and 
India navies. Three aircraft carriers, 28 surface vessels, 150 
aircraft and over 20,000 personnel from India, the U.S., Japan, 
Australia and Singapore took part in the drill. It was one of the 
largest multilateral naval exercises ever held in the Bay of 
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Bengal. China never expected it and was so disturbed that it 
issued demarches to all five participating countries. 

Much more serious than the increasing Chinese interest is 
the Islamic radicalization of Maldives. It was not a new 
development as it was present in a lesser degree earlier also. 
But more serious manifestation was visible in February when 
during the recent violence and coup, about three dozen 
exhibits, mostly images of Buddha and Hindu Gods were 
destroyed by Islamic fundamentalists in the national museum. 
This rebuff and hatred of non-Islamic past is reminiscent of 
destruction of the Bamiyan Buddhas by the Taliban in 
Afghanistan. 

The fact that Islamic fundamentalism was a substantial 
feature of the Maldivian unrest was reflected by the remark of 
the new President Mohammad Waheed Hassan: “They are part 
of the society, you cannot ignore them.” This may cause a 
possible shift in the region’s balance of power. If a pro-Islam 
regime comes to power in Maldives, it might oppose trade and 
tourism with India as well as with China. In such a situation, 
China’s strategy of a soft-power approach to currying favour 
with the Maldivians would fail. Such a regime may also be 
detrimental to India’s relations with the island. The suspicion 
is that it may be used to target Indian interests on land and sea 
including Mumbai 26/11 type attacks. 
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15. Piracy Threatens South Africa 
(THE INDEPENDENT ONLINE (SOUTH AFRICA) 15 MAR 12) ... Jenna Etheridge 

The threat of piracy is moving south towards South 
Africa, the SA Navy said on Thursday. 

Chief maritime strategy director Bernhard Hein Teuteberg 
said the navy was prepared to deal with this threat. 

The key to fighting pirates was collective Southern 
African Development Community (SADC) security, he said. 

Teuteberg was briefing reporters in Simon's Town, Cape 
Town, on the state of the navy. 

“We have proposed a maritime zone and regional 
maritime domain zone centres, all working together to 
exchange information.” 

Information about vessels moving around South Africa 
would start being centralised on a system from April 1. This 
information would hopefully be shared with centres in the 
region. 

South Africa formalised diplomatic ties with Somalia on 
Wednesday, which would likely help anti-piracy efforts. 

Mozambique, Tanzania and South Africa had also been 
working together for the past year to secure the channel 
between the mainland and Mozambique. 

Under “Operation Copper,” a frigate and a helicopter, 
special forces and a maritime squad had been deployed. 

Mozambique was providing a naval base in Pemba at no 
cost, and 12 inland control vessels, to protect the lagoon and 
area around the base. 

Three Tanzanian vessels were patrolling inshore areas 
around Dar es Salaam, and between Mozambique and 
Tanzania. 

Beaches in hot spots were being patrolled on foot, and 
local communities were ready to report any suspicious 
activity. 

Teuteberg said once pirates were arrested it could be 
difficult deciding who dealt with their criminal prosecution. 

“It would be potentially unwise to do the trials and 
incarcerations of pirates here (in South Africa). We believe 
(though that) there should be a single point where these trials 
happen.” 
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PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
16. Transition Benefits: JEMS Provides Job Search Assistance To Military, Retirees, Families 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 15 MAR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Donald W. Randall, Navy Region Hawaii Public 
Affairs 

PEARL HARBOR, Hawaii -- For almost 25 years, Joint 
Employment Management System (JEMS) has been opening 
the job market to Hawaii-based military, military spouses and 
retirees eligible for services and assistance, officials reminded 
personnel living in Hawaii March 15. 

This March, Secretary of the Navy, Ray Mabus 
announced the 21st Century Sailor and Marine initiative to the 
fleet. In his announcement, he emphasized that people are the 
Navy's most valuable asset and equipping Sailors, Marines 
and their families with the right tools to face challenges is 
essential to success. 

JEMS has been doing just that for almost a quarter of a 
century, according to Susan Hodge, director, Joint 
Employment Management System (JEMS). 

"One of the original reasons it was started is that the base 
commanders were finding that they would bring families in 
and there would be financial hardship, because the spouses 
were unable to find paying jobs,"said Hodge. "They came up 

with JEMS as a way to help the military spouse who wants to 
work, who needs to work, to get a job so they can stay in 
Hawaii." 

Hodge said that once financial woes reach a certain level, 
commands will send families home for early return of 
dependents. The stress of separation between the active duty 
members and their family, combined with financial hardships 
too often leads to divorce. The number-one reason cited for 
divorce is financial problems. 

"It is important to me personally because it is a program 
originally designed for military spouses, and I have been a 
military spouse for almost 26 years. It is also designed for 
retirees and veterans, and I happen to be a veteran," Hodge 
said. 

The fair is scheduled to be held on Joint Base Pearl 
Harbor Hickam in late September. Last year's job fair had 846 
job seekers and 112 companies. 
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"We had Navy, Marine Corps, spouses, retirees and 
people who were preparing to separate from military service, 
but we also had DoD civilians, Coast Guard, Army....We 
opened it up to anyone that could legally get themselves on 
base," Hodge said. 

Last year JEMS reported more than $4 million in salaries. 
It also maintains a job bank that is currently averaging 2,100 
jobs. 

For more information about the Joint Employment 
Management System, call the Military and Family Support 
Center at (808)474-1999. 

Fleet and Family Suppot Center transition assistance 
programs are key elements of the continuum of service area of 

the 21st Century Sailor and Marine initiative which 
consolidates a set of objectives and policies, new and existing, 
to maximize Sailor and Marine personal readiness, build 
resiliency and hone the most combat-effective force in the 
history of the Department of the Navy. 

For more information on the Enlisted Retention Board 
visit the NPC Web page www.npc.navy.mil or contact the 
NPC customer service center at CSCmailbox@navy.mil or 1-
866-U-ASK-NPC. 

More information on ERB transition assistance can be 
found on the NPC Web page at 
http://www.public.navy.mil/bupers-
npc/boards/ERB/Pages/TransitionInfo.aspx. 
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17. Registered Dietitian Day Highlights March As National Nutrition Month 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 15 MAR 12) ... Douglas H. Stutz, Naval Hospital Bremerton Public Affairs 

BREMERTON, Wash. -- Naval Hospital Bremerton 
(NHB) registered dietitians supported efforts by the Academy 
of Nutrition and Dietetics (AND) by recognizing March 14 as 
Registered Dietitian Day. 

There are four registered dietitians assigned to NHB. 
Cmdr. Kim Zuzelski, Nutrition Management head, Susan 
Yake and Jennifer Meeks work at NHB, with Cheryl Decker 
providing services at Naval Branch Health Clinic Everett. 

"Dietitians can help patients identify the reasons they are 
gaining weight and help them reduce their weight safely 
through lifestyle changes," said Yake, also a clinical dietitian. 
"For our active duty population, a dietitian can be an 
important asset in their efforts to keep within body weight 
standards." 

Yake said Registered Dietitian Day is designated to 
increase awareness of registered dietitians as indispensable 
providers of food and nutrition services and the entire month 
is an annual nutrition educational and informational campaign. 
The campaign focuses attention on the importance of making 
informed food choices and developing sound eating and 
physical activity habits. 

Additionally, the entire month of March is National 
Nutrition Month, with the campaign theme "Get Your Plate in 
Shape." 

One popular approach being used by NHB's registered 
dietitians to promote the theme is engaging their patients to 
use the DASH (Dietary Approaches to Stop Hypertension) 
diet. The DASH diet has been proven in helping patients 
achieve healthy benefits such as weight loss, lower blood 
pressure, and reduced cholesterol. The diet has been recently 
rated as the 2012 best overall diet in the U.S. by a panel of 
physicians and other health professionals and also assists in 
lessening risks for heart attack and heart failure, stroke, and 
type-two diabetes. 

"We train patients with DASH on how to monitor their 
intake and work toward goals based on national guidelines for 
healthy eating. A computer-based training program is used to 
track reports on nutrient, calories, and vitamin/mineral 
content. Patients have lost as much as one hundred pounds in 
one year using online food records with monthly follow-ups 
with the dietitian," said Yake, noting that the diet advocates a 
decrease in sweets (processed sugar), sodium (salt) and (red) 
meats and an increase in fruits, vegetables, nonfat/low-fat 
dairy products, whole grains, fish, and poultry. 

"I agree with the Dietary Guidelines 2010 Selected 
Messages for Consumers that recommends eating smaller 
portions of food to maintain a healthy weight, making half 
your plate fruits and vegetables, making at least half of your 
grains whole grains, and choosing foods and beverages lower 
in fat, sodium, and sugar," said Yake. 

Still for some, the word 'diet' brings up negative 
connotations. It can mean restrictions, limitations, and 
restraints. 

"Diet is just what one chooses to eat. However, I realize 
that certain verbiage can have negative connotations to others 
who use the word "diet" to describe limitations and restrictions 
in an effort to eat healthier or lose weight," said Zuzelski. 

"Dietitians will often use the term "meal plans" or "food 
plans" instead to promote or convey permanence of healthy 
lifestyle choices. Permanent lifestyle change is always what 
we're after, but not everyone is prepared to make those 
changes" 

"Whenever someone tells me they are on a "diet," it 
indicates that there is an endpoint," continued Zuzelski. "I ask 
them once a specific goal is achieved, "then what?" If they 
haven't made any true behavior changes or educated 
themselves on what is in the foods and beverages, they are 
starting over again. Once they slide back into their old ways of 
eating, their body slides back into its old way of looking and 
feeling." 

Yake noted that NHB registered dietitians use the words 
"meal plan" in place of diet and focus on changes in life style. 
In January of this year the American Dietetic Association 
changed its name to the Academy of Nutrition and Dietetics to 
better reflect the dietitian's role as the expert on nutrition. 

"Nutrition is like any other field," explained Zuzelski. 
"People will be most successful when they are educated so 
they can make informed choices. They are most educated 
when they get their information from credible sources, and not 
just a trendy magazine or salesperson. I remind people that if 
there was a quick and easy permanent fix to something like 
weight loss, it would be marketed to the medical community 
and not to the general public who may not be able to sort fact 
from fiction." 

Resources at NHB include classes through Health 
Promotion and the Nutrition Clinic. Dietitians are also 
available to meet individually with service members, and their 
family members with a consult. 
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Registered dietitians nation-wide are trying to contain, 
modify and alter eating habits that have grown in size and less 
in nutrients over the past several decades. Compiled data from 
the Center for Disease Control notes that the growing rate of 
obesity has tripled since 1960 followed by a tripling of the 
incidence of diabetes since 1980 (2.5 percent to 8.3 percent). 
Over two-thirds of the U.S. adults are overweight or obese, 
with over one-third of the adults being obese (33.8 percent 
from CDC's National Obesity Trends). Now 17 percent (or 
12.5 million) of children are obese with 32 percent being 
overweight or obese. 

According to the American Diabetes Association, being 
overweight can raises a person's risk for type 2 diabetes, heart 
disease, and stroke. It can cause other problems, too, like high 
blood pressure, unhealthy cholesterol, and high blood glucose 
(sugar). Losing weight can help prevent and manage such 
medical concerns and make a big difference. 

Two of NHB dietitians are also certified diabetes 
educators. Diabetes affects 25.8 million people with 18.8 
million people diagnosed and seven million people 
undiagnosed in the United States (National Diabetes Fact 
Sheet, 2011 from the CDC). Dietitians can train patient with 
diabetes to improve their glucose control helping them to 
avoid complications through diet and exercise. 

Dietitians also see patients who are at risk of diabetes 
such as those with metabolic disorder, a history of gestational 
diabetes, and with glucose levels that are elevated but not at 
diabetic range yet. 

The Diabetes Prevention Program (DPP), a large 
prevention study of people at high risk for diabetes, showed 
that Medical Nutrition Therapy to lose weight and increased 
physical activity reduced the development of type 2 diabetes 
by 58 percent during a 3-year period. The reduction was even 

greater for those over 60 years of age who 71 percent of the 
time can prevent diabetes with lifestyle changes. 

Dietitians also work with children who are not thriving 
well and instruct the parents on meal planning to support 
normal growth and even catch-up growth. They support 
patients with food allergies and sensitivities to reduce 
symptoms of inflammation such as gastrointestinal problems, 
migraine headaches, and skin conditions. 

"This can make a big impact on quality of life. For 
example, chronic pain patients have been able to drop their 
pain level by 80 percent after identifying food sensitivities 
contributing to their inflammation," Yake said. 

Dietitians can identify a problem and offer tools and 
knowledge, formulate a nutritional diagnosis and design a plan 
to treat and evaluate patients. 

"But it is still the responsibility of the patient to act on 
that knowledge and use those tools," said Yake. 

Yake states that the best way for a beneficiary get in 
touch with a dietitian is by asking their provider for a referral. 
Because the dietitians have a full slate of appointments, 
scheduling ahead of time is necessary to accommodate the 
needs of both current and future patients. 

Navy Medicine is a global healthcare network of 63,000 
Navy medical personnel around the world who provide high 
quality health care to more than one million eligible 
beneficiaries. Navy Medicine personnel deploy with Sailors 
and Marines worldwide, providing critical mission support 
aboard ship, in the air, under the sea and on the battlefield. 

Health and fitness are key elements of the readiness area 
of the 21st Century Sailor and Marine initiative which 
consolidates a set of objectives and policies, new and existing, 
to maximize Sailor and Marine personal readiness, build 
resiliency and hone the most combat-effective force in the 
history of the Department of the Navy. 

Return to Index 
 

18. Senator Seeks To Protect GI Bill Benefits 
(MILITARY UPDATE 15 MAR 12) ... Tom Philpott 

What if the military gave every service member an 
expensive car as a reward for honorable service, but they 
could take delivery only at night and the headlights didn't 
work? Many of those gift cars might end up damaged. 

Something similar is happening to thousands of veterans 
leaving service with Post-9/11 GI Bill eligibility worth tens of 
thousands of dollars. The government is providing an 
extraordinary benefit but doing little to light the way for 
beneficiaries to use the program well and reach their 
destination. 

Where's the list of colleges or technical schools having 
the highest dropout rates? Who is explaining the advantages 
and pitfalls of enrolling in for-profit schools versus 
community colleges or public universities? What schools 
charge steep tuition rates and yet have poor academic records? 

Sen. Jim Webb (D-Va.), chief architect of the Post-9/11 
GI Bill, says it's time for Congress to require better 
information on education options for veterans and to tighten 
standards for schools that market to those having GI Bill 
eligibility or access to military tuition assistance programs. 

"We want to protect the benefit and make sure these 
people have the best chance to get a degree or get a 

qualification, not simply the stipend," Webb said in a phone 
interview Tuesday. 

Last week Webb, along with Sens. Scott Brown (R-
Mass.), Thomas R. Carper (D-Del.), Tom Harkin (D-Iowa) 
and Claire McCaskill (D-Mo.) introduced S 2179, a bill to 
help protect valuable military education benefits. 

The Military and Veterans Educational Reform Act of 
2012 would require that education programs accepting GI Bill 
payments or military tuition assistance become "Title IV" 
eligible. That means they would have to be accredited by a 
Department of Education-approved accrediting agencies. New 
schools couldn't begin accepting money from military-related 
plans unless undergraduate withdrawal rates were 33 percent 
or less. And DoE would conduct mandatory reviews of 
schools having high dropout rates, and could impose sanctions 
or penalties. 

The bill also would expand responsibilities of State 
Approving Agencies. GI Bill users can only use their benefits 
for courses approved by SAAs. VA pays for these review 
services. Webb's bill would require SAAs to do more, 
including outreach to veterans and service members and audits 
of schools with findings sent on to the Department of Veterans 
Affairs (VA). 
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Webb said a "big surprise" for him after the Post-9/11 GI 
Bill began operating two years ago was that "State Approving 
Agencies didn't seem to be playing the same kind of role in the 
VA education system" that they had when Vietnam-era 
veterans were using their GI Bill benefits. SAAs need to 
become "a lot more aware" and involved today in veterans 
education issues. 

S 2179 also would require VA and the Department of 
Defense to: develop a centralized complaints process to report 
misrepresentation, fraud, or abuse against educational 
institutions; provide one-on-one, in-person counseling, to the 
extent possible, to any veteran or service member using 
educational assistance; conduct a compliance review of a 
school if certain quality alarms are triggered. 

Schools with 20 or more students that use VA or DoD 
educational assistance would have to provide support services 
to these students. And to increase transparency, the schools 
would have to disclose graduation rates, default rates and 
other information critical to prospective students who are 
seeking to find the best academic program to meet their needs. 

With 700,000 veterans already using Post-9/11 GI Bill 
benefits, Webb said there's plenty of evidence they need more 
protection. In 2009, as the more generous GI Bill took effect, 
15 publicly traded for-profit education companies spent $3.7 
billion on marketing. A "disproportionate share" of that money 
enticed veterans "into poorly performing for-profit schools," 
Webb said. New data from DoD show that for-profit colleges 
received half of $583 million in military tuition assistance 
dollars paid out in 2011. 

Absent from Webb's new bill is any language to reform 
the "90-10 rule" of the Higher Education Act, a centerpiece of 
previously introduced bills, like S 2116 from Carper, to end 
the feeding frenzy for GI Bill dollars by for-profit colleges. 
Webb is a co-sponsor but such bills haven't gone far. 

The 90-10 rule sets the proportion of payments for-profit 
colleges can accept from federal grants or loans. No more than 
90 percent of school revenues can come from these sources. In 
other words, these schools must be of sufficient quality that at 
least 10 percent of revenue comes from students, or parents, 
willing to pay for the education offered with their own money. 

The 90-percent ceiling now applies only to Department of 
Education grants and loans, not to Post-9/11 GI Bill payments 
or military TA. In fact, GI Bill payments count toward the 10 
percent of funding that must come from non-DoE sources. So 
for every GI Bill student enrolled, for-profit colleges can 
enroll nine more students funded solely by DoE money. 

In January, Hollister K. Petraeus, assistant director for 
service member affairs with the Consumer Financial 
Protection Bureau, reiterated her criticism that the current 90-
10 law encourages for-profit colleges to see veterans "as 
nothing more than dollar signs" and that triggers "some very 
aggressive marketing techniques to draw them in." 

"Although there are some for-profit colleges that have 
solid academic credentials and a history of success for their 
graduates," Petraeus said, "as a group, and compared with 
other institutions, for-profit colleges have higher prices, lower 
graduation rates and a poor gainful employment history." 

Webb made some of the same points in introducing his 
bill. But he told me S 2179 shouldn't be seen as targeting for-
profit colleges. 

"This is not a condemnation of the for-profits. I want to 
be very clear about that," Webb said. "This is really an effort 
to make sure institutions that receive federal money meet a 
standard, a measureable standard. I think we've got a pretty 
good bill to do that," even absent 90-10 rule reform. 
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19. NAVSEA Receives 2012 Defense Standardization Award 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 15 MAR 12) ... Naval Sea Systems Command 

ARLINGTON, Va. -- A Naval Sea Systems Command 
(NAVSEA) team received the 2011 Defense Standardization 
Program Achievement Award for developing a single coat 
paint system for Navy ships during a Pentagon ceremony 
March 14. 

NAVSEA's Engineering for Reduced Maintenance 
program (ERM) advanced tank coatings team developed and 
standardized highly durable, labor- and cost-saving paint 
systems for ballast tanks, fuel tanks and voids on all Navy 
ships. 

"This is a great reward for years of persistent, hard work 
by the professionals on the advanced tank coatings team," said 
ERM Program Manager Vernon Parrish. "These high-solids, 
edge-retentive, rapid-cure paint systems can be applied in a 
single coat rather than the legacy three-coat system." 

The advanced tank coatings extend the service life of the 
paint from five years to 20 years. Since March 2009, the Navy 
has realized a 30 percent reduction in submarine ballast tank 
coatings costs and achieved a fleet-wide cost avoidance of 
$1.4 million through the use of single-coat paints. 

"The team developed a non-shrinking, high-build paint 
that could be applied in a single coat and would cure within 

eight hours," said Parrish. "These coating systems also apply 
to U.S. Coast Guard and Military Sealift Command vessels." 

The Navy identified corrosion repair and preservation 
within tanks and voids as the service's highest cost 
maintenance driver, consuming an estimated $244 million per 
year. NAVSEA continuously improves its maintenance and 
modernization processes to deliver capability in a cost-
effective way. 

Members of the team included Vernon Parrish, ERM 
program manager; Mark Browder, NAVSEA cumbersome 
work practices program manager; Mark Ingle, NAVSEA 
corrosion control technical warrant holder; William Needham, 
Naval Surface Warfare Center, Carderock Division corrosion 
control specialist; and James Martin, Naval Research 
Laboratory scientist. 

The award recognizes military and Defense Department 
individuals and organizations who achieve significant 
improvements in interoperability, cost reduction, quality, 
reliability and readiness through standardization. 

NAVSEA is committed to maximizing the material 
readiness of the fleet by ensuring every ship is ready to 
respond to the Navy's missions. ERM is one of five programs 
managed the NAVSEA Fleet Readiness Engineering Office, 
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located at NAVSEA Headquarters at the Washington Navy Yard. 
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20. Military Leads In Brain Injury Care, Specialists Say 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 15 MAR 12) ... Lisa Daniel 

WASHINGTON – Army, Navy, Air Force and Marine 
Corps medical specialists are working closely together and 
with civilian experts to develop the best prevention, diagnosis 
and treatment practices for traumatic brain injuries, service 
representatives said yesterday. 

“[The Defense Department] is in the lead in making sure 
we learn all we can about the brain and brain injuries,” Maj. 
Sarah Goldman, director of the Army Medical Specialist 
Corps traumatic brain injury program, said during a Pentagon 
Channel panel discussion about military brain injury 
programs. 

Goldman, a research specialist with a doctorate in 
kinesiology in the Army surgeon general’s office, was joined 
by her counterparts representing the other services’ traumatic 
brain injury programs: Cmdr. (Dr.) Jack Tsao, a neurologist at 
the Navy Bureau of Medicine and Surgery; Maj. (Dr.) Laura 
Baugh, a neurologist with the Air Force Medical Support 
Agency; and Navy Capt. (Dr.) David Tarantino, a family 
practice physician assigned to Marine Corps headquarters. 

“We have different lenses we bring to the table, and it’s 
that diversity that gives us strength,” Goldman said. 

The team also works with brain injury experts in 
academia and civilian medicine to share knowledge and 
“increase the comfort level” of medical professionals in 
treating brain injuries, Goldman said. 

“We want to make sure that with the innovations and 
practices we identify, we can move forward together,” she 
said. 

Service members are more susceptible to brain injuries 
than civilians, although an estimated 84 percent of brain 
injuries to troops occur not on deployment, but back home, the 
panelists said. And most are preventable, they added. 

Training injuries, sports injuries and car wrecks cause 
most brain injuries, Tarantino said. “A lot of TBI is 
preventable,” he said, if people wear protective gear such as 
helmets and seat belts. 

The quality of protective gear has come a long way, 
Tarantino said, “but it only works if you wear it.” 

With combat-related brain injuries, the services have 
learned much from 10 years of war, the panelists said. 
Identification of brain injuries on the battlefield has been 
“firmly codified,” and rest following a brain injury now is 
mandated, Tsao said. 

“We think we have the most effective combat treatment 
centers in the history of warfare,” Tarantino said of the Navy 
and Marine Corps program. “It starts with self care and buddy 
care,” he explained. 

After a head injury, a service member assesses himself -- 
or his buddy assesses him -- for symptoms of concussion, such 

as blacking out or dizziness. The service member then is seen 
by a Navy corpsman, and if identified as having a concussion 
or worse brain injury, is sent to triage for care, and then may 
be evacuated for more intensive care, Tarrantino said. Military 
medical facilities for treating head injuries are located 
throughout Afghanistan, he noted. 

For rehabilitation, the Marine Corps’ Concussion 
Restoration Care Center -- an interdisciplinary facility 
including family, sports medicine and other specialists -- has 
treated hundreds of concussions, with a 98 percent rate of full 
recovery, he said. 

The military’s efforts in traumatic brain injuries have 
benefited from increased awareness about brain injuries inside 
the Defense Department and in Congress, as well as from 
attention the issue has been receiving in the National Football 
League and the National Hockey League, Tsao said. “All of 
those things have made our jobs easier,” he added. 

In fact, much of the latest discoveries into brain injuries 
have happened in the sports world, and the Army and Marine 
Corps are partnering with the NFL to share information, 
Goldman said. 

The services continue to work against a stigma some 
service members attach to seeking help, and a new Army 
policy takes that decision out of soldiers’ hands, Goldman 
said. Anyone involved in a blast or other event causing head 
trauma must be taken out of the fight and examined, he added. 

Other services are following the same mandate, Baugh 
noted. Service members now recognize the events that cause 
brain injuries and the symptoms that indicate those injuries, 
and they know the requirement that they get examined, she 
said. 

Air Force medical officials try to keep TBI patients in the 
care of their primary physicians, at home and with their 
families, Baugh said. The Air Force’s Echo pilot program uses 
technology to bring the TBI team’s expertise to the service 
members and their providers. 

Tsao said the Navy is working to prevent brain injuries, 
and to educate Sailors and Marines about symptoms, treatment 
and effects. The most important treatment of concussions is 
rest, he said, and education is critical. 

“Telling patients what to expect makes a world of 
difference,” he said. 

Symptoms of TBI include temporary loss of 
consciousness, headache, dizziness, and, in severe injuries, 
long-term memory and concentration problems, panelists said. 

Most people with mild brain injuries recover within days 
or weeks, and 85 percent recover within three months, they 
said. 
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21. Video Evidence Submitted In Peralta Medal Push 
Navy board reviewing submission for Medal of Honor 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 15 MAR 12) ... Gretel C. Kovach 

A video said to be new evidence bolstering the 
posthumous Medal of Honor nomination for Marine Sgt. 

Rafael Peralta was submitted Thursday to the secretary of the 
Navy. 
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U.S. Rep. Duncan Hunter, R-Alpine, and his staff said 
they obtained the footage made by a second Marine Corps 
cameraman on the scene Nov. 15, 2004, when the 25-year-old 
San Diegan was killed. They believe it had languished in a 
Defense Department archive until the cameraman and 
identification numbers for the film were located. 

Eyewitnesses told investigators Peralta scooped a grenade 
under his abdomen that day to save his fellow Marines. But an 
expert panel later convened by then-Defense Secretary Robert 
Gates concluded that Peralta was too injured from a gunshot 
wound to the head to have acted consciously. 

Recommendations from a previous Navy secretary and 
the Marine Corps for the highest combat decoration were 
overruled. In 2008, Peralta was issued the Navy Cross, the 
second highest award. 

"In the current video under consideration, Marines in a 
back room of the house say, Peralta is dead, Peralta is hit; then 
a senior Marine says, we don’t know that, 'shut up,' ” 
recounted Joe Kasper, a spokesman for Hunter who viewed 
the footage. (The video is extremely graphic and was not 
released to the media.) 

"A wounded Marine in the room looks bewildered. While 
another Marine holds his hand, he says: Did you see that 
grenade come through the window? It landed right on top of 
Peralta, the Marine said," according to Kasper, paraphrasing. 

The camera later records Peralta’s lifeless body as it is 
pulled from another room where he was wounded. 

“This video, along with the other evidence, reaffirms the 
Marine Corps’ initial investigation and nomination of Sgt. 
Peralta for the Medal of Honor,” Hunter, a Marine combat 
veteran of the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, said in a 
statement. 

“Taking into account witness testimony, new photo and 
video evidence, and additional medical findings, there is no 
doubt that Sgt. Peralta’s actions are in the spirit and tradition 
of the Medal of Honor.” 

The Navy Department is aware of about five videos or 
edited clips filmed the day Peralta died, said Capt. Pamela 
Kunze, a spokeswoman for Navy Secretary Ray Mabus. The 
department is evaluating whether any were previously 
unavailable to investigators and, secondly, which might have 
been significant enough to influence the Navy Cross decision. 

Hunter and his staff believe this footage is important 
because audio clearly identifies Peralta to be the one injured 

by the grenade -- a point that some had questioned. The 
dialogue also includes a Marine apparently commenting that 
Peralta pulled it to him to smother the blast, although the 
audio is less clear on this point, Kasper added. 

The video also shows Peralta bleeding from his abdomen, 
and no apparent damage to his left leg, Kasper said. One 
investigator had concluded that the grenade actually exploded 
a few feet away from Peralta near his left leg, a finding that 
contradicted eyewitness accounts. 

Another piece of evidence submitted to Navy Secretary 
Ray Mabus’ office last week is a photo that shows a fragment 
of the grenade fuse embedded in the central chest area of 
Peralta’s flak jacket, Kasper said. 

Footage from a different cameraman that was used by the 
History Channel for a documentary also has been submitted 
for review. Members of Congress said the videos and photos 
were not available before the Defense Department settled on 
the Navy Cross. 

Earlier this month, the entire San Diego County 
congressional delegation and two U.S. senators asked the 
Navy secretary to reopen the Medal of Honor nomination for 
Peralta. A new forensic report had surfaced saying the 
Marine’s head wound was not serious enough to have 
prevented him from acting consciously. 

On March 8, the Navy secretary forwarded materials 
submitted by Hunter to the Navy Department for review. 

“The review of the materials provided by Rep. Hunter is 
not a reconsideration of the Navy Cross posthumously 
awarded to Sgt. Peralta in 2008. Nor is it a new investigation 
into the events that led to his death," Kunze said. 

"The current review is limited to determining whether the 
new material provides a basis for reconsideration of the earlier 
award.” 

Based on the determination of the the Navy Department 
Board of Decorations and Medals, the Navy secretary may 
forward the material to the defense secretary for consideration. 
The president makes the final decision for all Medal of Honor 
awards. 

Mabus previously supported Peralta’s nomination for the 
Medal of Honor and the Navy announced Feb. 15 that an 
Arleigh Burke-class destroyer will be named for him. 

“Secretary Mabus’ strong support of Sgt. Rafael Peralta is 
a matter of record,” Kunze said. 
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22. CID Sailor Saves Drowning Woman From Pool In Pensacola 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 15 MAR 12) ... Gary Nichols, Center for Information Dominance Public Affairs 

PENSACOLA, Fla. -- A student at the Center for 
Information Dominance Unit (CID) Corry Station rescued a 
drowning woman he found floating face down in a Pensacola 
hotel pool March 13. 

Information Systems Technician "A" School student 
Seaman Apprentice Nicholas Putskey, 19, of Wautoma, Wis., 
resuscitated Barbara Hogan of Massachusetts, who had lost 
consciousness while swimming in a hotel pool. 

Lt. Larry Richardson of the Myrtle Grove Volunteer Fire 
Dept., which responded to the emergency call, credited 
Putskey's quick action with saving Hogan's life. 

"It was definitely crucial," Richardson said. "It only takes 
a little bit of time in the water to make or break them, so he 
definitely did what he was supposed to, that's for sure." 

"He is a hero," Hogan said. "Both myself and my family 
are grateful to him. I owe my life to him." 

Hogan was in the area to visit her son who had recently 
graduated from "A" school at CID Unit Corry Station. 

Putskey's mother, Jane Putskey, and fiancée, Chelsey 
Clark, both of Wautoma, were spending spring break in 
Pensacola to visit him. 

He and his girlfriend were swimming at the same time 
that Hogan and her niece were playing in the pool. 
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As the young couple were about to leave the pool, Clark 
noticed Hogan was face down and immobile. 

"I immediately dived into the pool and pulled her out," 
Putskey said. "She was blue in the face, blue as can be, and 
she wasn't breathing at all." 

Since Hogan wasn't breathing, Putskey immediately 
began CPR. Meanwhile, Clark watched the little girl and 
called for help. 

"I revived her and she came back to her senses," Putskey 
said. "She was a little dazed, and didn't know where she was, 
but she was alive." 

Putskey and Clark stayed with Hogan until fire-rescue 
arrived on scene. 

Hogan was transported by Myrtle Grove Volunteer Fire 
Department to Baptist Health Care where she was treated and 
later released. 

"He pulled her out of the water, gave her a few rescue 
breaths, then started CPR," Richardson said. "She definitely 
had water in her lungs, but she was alert by the time we got 
there." 

Putskey said his boot camp training was the key to him 
doing the right thing at the time. 

"At the time, it was just instinct that kicked in and made 
me do what I did," Putskey said. "What I learned at boot camp 
- CPR and first aid - all came back to me. I'm glad it all 
worked out." 

CID Unit Commanding Officer Cmdr. L. Sung had high 
praise for the young Sailor who reported on board CID Unit 
Corry Station in October for training. 

"Seaman Nicholas Putskey embodies our Navy core 
values of honor, courage, and commitment. His actions were 
truly of a heroic nature and are a testament to his training at 
Recruit Training Center Great Lakes," Sung said. "His humble 
demeanor is an example of his commitment of service to 
others. We at CID Unit Corry Station are all very proud of his 
quick reaction in saving the life of another Sailor's mother." 

All the attention that has suddenly been focused on 
Putskey has made him a bit self-conscious. He said the 
successful rescue couldn't have happened without others 
pitching in and doing their part. 

"It was definitely a team effort," Putskey said. "For 
example, a lady named Tamea, who is one of the hotel maids, 
stayed with me to help calm the woman and make her 
comfortable while my girlfriend went for help." 
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23. Leak Forces Delay Of Active Master Chief Board 
(NAVY TIMES 15 MAR 12) ... Mark D. Faram 

This year’s active-duty master chief petty officer selection 
board has been postponed several weeks because the board’s 
convening order, quotas and precept were leaked early — a 
fact that officials say is now under investigation. 

The board was slated to begin deliberations March 26, but 
will now convene April 16 with new orders, quotas and even 
members. That information is normally posted on the Navy 
Personnel Command website the day the board begins. 

“We take the integrity of the board process very 
seriously,” said Navy Personnel Command spokesman Mike 
McLellan. “To ensure that there’s not doubt at all about that 
integrity, the decision was made to postpone the board.” 

But McLellan said this postponement could delay two 
other enlisted selection boards: next month’s active-duty 
senior chief selection board, slated to start April 16, and the 
reserve chief board, scheduled to begin May 14. The reserve 
E-8 and E-9 board convened in February. 

“We’re looking closely at that situation right now, and 
we’ll be releasing updated information on those boards as 
soon as those decisions can be made,” McLellan said. 

It’s the first hiccup for an enlisted selection board in three 
years. In 2009 officials discovered that one panel of the 
reserve E-8 and E-9 board had been compromised, causing 
then-Chief of Naval Personnel Vice Adm. Mark Ferguson to 
reconvene that panel, delaying the results more than a month. 
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24. Williamsburg Navy Official Relieved For Fraternization 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 16 MAR 12) ... Corinne Reilly 

The top enlisted Sailor at a Williamsburg-based Navy unit 
has been relieved of duty for fraternization and other 
misconduct, the Navy said Thursday. 

Scott Splitgerber, the command master chief of Navy 
Cargo Handling Battalion 4, was relieved by Capt. Charles 
Rink, the unit's commodore, according to a news release. 

During a nonjudicial punishment proceeding, Splitgerber 
was found to have committed fraternization and to have made 
a false official statement, the Navy said. The proceeding came 
in response to an investigation into allegations made by a 
member of his command. 

The fraternization involved a woman in Splitgerber's 
command, said Chief Petty Officer Kristen Loeding, a Navy 
spokeswoman. The military defines fraternization as any 
"unduly familiar" relationship between an officer and an 
enlisted Sailor, or between junior and senior enlisted 
personnel. The relationships do not have to be romantic. Navy 
policy also forbids living together, having private business 
partnerships and lending one another money. 

Splitgerber, a reservist, will now drill with the 2nd Navy 
Expeditionary Logistics Regiment. Senior Chief Petty Officer 
Steve Turner will assume the duties of command master chief. 
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25. Fired Navy Captain Unlikely To Regain Sea Command 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 16 MAR 12) ... Corinne Reilly 

NORFOLK -- In an unusual reversal, a panel of admirals 
cleared a Norfolk-based Navy captain who was fired for 
alleged misconduct aboard the aircraft carrier Dwight D. 

Eisenhower, and it found major flaws with the service's 
investigation of the case. 
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But, despite the panel's January ruling, Capt. Robert 
Gamberg likely will not be allowed to return to sea command, 
his lawyer said in an interview this week. 

Gamberg's firing was first reported in June, shortly after 
the Navy issued a news release saying he had been relieved of 
his duties as second-in-command aboard the Eisenhower. An 
investigation found he had engaged in "an improper 
relationship," the release said. Navy officials wouldn't 
elaborate. 

Gamberg, a veteran Prowler pilot who had been in his 
position for about seven months, went to admiral's mast, a 
nonjudicial proceeding where he was found guilty of conduct 
unbecoming an officer and failure to obey an order or 
regulation. His punishment included what the Navy calls a 
punitive letter of reprimand - known as a career-killer. 

The next month, a news story revealed details of the case, 
all of them based on the Navy's investigation report. It said the 
relationship was with a married female Army officer. 
Gamberg, 45, also is married. Although investigators found no 
evidence of adultery, they concluded, based largely on a series 
of emails, that his behavior violated military law. 

"There are times when I can't believe how lucky I am... an 
amazing articulant (sic) compassionate, caring sexy man loves 
me-just as I am-just as much as I love him," the unidentified 
woman wrote in one email, according to the story, by The 
Associated Press. 

Also included was Gamberg's alleged response: "I have 
never felt so loved. What an amazing feeling. (Redacted) you 
are an amazing woman and I love you with my whole heart!" 

Six months later, the case took a surprising turn. 
In January, Gamberg faced what is known as a board of 

inquiry - a panel of three admirals tasked with deciding 
whether he should be allowed to remain in the Navy, and if 
not, whether his actions warranted retirement at a reduced 
rank and pay grade. 

Because the matter did not go to a court-martial, it was 
Gamberg's first chance to defend himself in a courtroom 
setting. 

At the end of the two-day hearing, the board decided that 
he should stay in the service. What's more, the members 
unanimously agreed that he had committed none of the 
misconduct for which he already had been punished - an 
outcome that Gamberg's Navy-appointed attorney, Capt. 
Michael Palmer, called exceptionally rare. 

In written remarks attached to the decisions, the board's 
senior member, Rear Adm. Herman Shelanski, wrote that the 
government failed to meet the burden of proof for all of the 
charges. He criticized the Navy's investigation for relying 
almost exclusively on one source, the female officer's then-
husband, who made the complaint that launched the 
investigation. 

"The complainant did not provide a sworn statement, was 
of questionable motive and did not appear for the inquiry," 
Shelanski wrote. 

He described the method by which the officer's husband 
obtained the emails used in the investigation as "illegal," 
saying it called into question his intentions. He also agreed 

with Palmer that the government could not prove the emails 
hadn't been altered. 

"Had the totality of the evidence presented to the board 
been available during the initial investigation, prior to the 
(admiral's mast), the board believes Capt. Gamberg would not 
have been removed from his position as executive officer on 
USS Dwight D. Eisenhower," Shelanski said. 

Still, the damage to Gamberg's career probably won't be 
repaired, Palmer said. He said that Naval Air Force Atlantic in 
Norfolk, the command that oversaw the investigation and 
removed Gamberg from the Eisenhower, has declined to set 
aside the punishment that was decided during the admiral's 
mast. 

"Realistically, he will likely not go back to sea," Palmer 
said. 

He said he asked the Navy to issue a follow-up news 
release publicizing the outcome of the board of inquiry 
hearing, but it did not. 

Naval Air Force Atlantic declined to comment for this 
story, and the service did not respond to the newspaper's 
requests to interview the lawyer who represented the Navy in 
the board hearing. 

Gamberg chose not to be interviewed, instead allowing 
Palmer to speak on his behalf. 

Palmer said Gamberg maintains that he never engaged in 
any improper behavior with the female officer and that the 
emails used in the investigation weren't authentic. 

"This was a classic case of a rush to judgment based on 
unsubstantiated allegations," Palmer said. "What (Gamberg) 
really wants is the U.S. Navy to learn a lesson from this, to 
stop and think before they take an action, and to make sure 
this doesn't happen to somebody else." 

Gamberg was commissioned into the Navy in 1988. 
Before serving aboard the Eisenhower, he held assignments 
with Naval Air Force Atlantic and with various attack 
squadrons in Japan, Nevada and Washington state. 

Since his removal from the Eisenhower, he has been back 
at Naval Air Force Atlantic, assigned to a staff job. 

Palmer said that after Naval Air Force Atlantic rejected 
Gamberg's request to set aside the admiral's mast punishment, 
he appealed to the Navy's personnel command to undo its 
decision to formally, permanently remove him from the 
Eisenhower. That request has not yet been answered, Palmer 
said. 

If it's denied, he said, Gamberg's last chance for recourse 
within the Navy would be to apply for a review by the Board 
for Correction of Naval Records, which was created by 
Congress in the 1940s to give Sailors and Marines a means to 
remedy errors and injustices involving their service records. 

Even that likely wouldn't put Gamberg's career back on 
track, Palmer said. 

While he strongly disagrees, he said he thinks some might 
see the outcome of the board of inquiry as a technicality of 
sorts - one that should not affect his superiors' original call to 
remove him from command. 

"They'd say there are legal standards, and then there are 
leadership standards," he said. 
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FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
26. McCain: Navy Can't Afford Biofuel Efforts 
(DEFENSE DAILY 16 MAR 12) ... Emelie Rutherford 

Sen. John McCain (R-Ariz.) criticized the Navy's work to 
help develop renewable energy yesterday, saying the service 
cannot afford such efforts as it faces sizable budget cuts. 

"Using defense dollars to subsidize new energy 
technologies is not the Navy's responsibility, nor is it 
sufficiently related to the service's core mission to justify such 
expenditures," McCain said during a congressional hearing 
yesterday, spurring Navy Secretary Ray Mabus and other 
senators yesterday to defend the sea service. 

Mabus has called for the Navy and Marine Corps to 
receive half of their energy from non-fossil fuels by 2020. 
McCain lamented that the Navy will need 330 million gallons 
a year of alternative fuels to meet that goal, noting that in 2008 
the service paid $424 per gallon for 20,000 gallons of 
biodiesel made from algae. 

During a Senate Armed Services Committee (SASC) 
hearing, McCain, its ranking member, suggested the Navy 
should not be dedicating $170 million as part of a $510 
million effort with the departments of Energy and Agriculture 
to create a commercially viable biofuel market amid sizable 
defense budget cuts. 

"I believe it's the Energy Department who should be 
doing that, and obviously I will seek to act on amendments on 
the floor to try to prevent this kind of waste of the taxpayers' 
dollars, where they've paid $424 a gallon for algae fuels," 
McCain said. "I don't think we can afford it." 

Mabus said the Navy is acting in line with the Defense 
Production Act, which dates back to the 1950s. The law "says 
that if there is an industry that (the) Defense (Department) 
needs but does not exist in the United States, that Defense not 
only can but should invest in that industry," the Navy 
secretary said. "Energy is specifically mentioned in the 
Defense Production Act as something that Defense should 
look at." 

He acknowledged the "small test amounts" of biofuels 
that Navy bought in the past were costly. Yet he said the cost 

has been cut in half in the past two years for the small test 
amounts the service has been buying. 

"We are convinced that as the military brings a market 
here that the cost of biofuels will be competitive with existing 
fossil fuels," Mabus said. 

He further argued the Navy "cannot afford not to do this." 
"We can't afford to be dependent on foreign sources of 

fuel," he said. 
"We cannot afford to be dependent on a worldwide 

commodity that has the price spikes and the price shocks that 
we have...The only place I have to go to get money when the 
price of fuel goes up is out of operations accounts." 

SASC Chairman Carl Levin (D-Mich.), for his part, told 
Mabus he's "going to find a lot of support for the energy 
initiatives that you've taken on this committee." 

Levin rejected the argument that such energy efforts 
should not be pursued by the Navy because they cost more in 
the near term. 

"Well, of course they do, and that's why we can't just rely 
on the private sector to produce them because the private 
sector has a different goal than our military does and our 
government does," Levin said. "Their goal, legitimately, is 
profit....Short-term profit is not always the same as planning 
for our nation's security." 

Sen. Mark Begich (D-Alaska) and Kay Hagan (D-N.C.) 
also defended the Navy's work with alternative and renewable 
energy. 

Mabus said Navy and Marine Corps efforts to reduce 
dependence on foreign oil and use energy more efficiently 
have already "made us better warfighters." For example, a 
Marine patrol in Afghanistan that used solar blankets to 
recharge electrical items dropped 700 pounds of batteries from 
their packs and "decreased the need for risky resupply 
missions," he said. 
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27. McCain Zeroes In On JSF, Ford Carrier 
(AVIATION WEEK 16 MAR 12) ... Michael Fabey and Richard Mullins 

Sen. John McCain (R-Ariz.) put two of the U.S. Navy 
department's biggest programs -- the Joint Strike Fighter and 
the Ford CVN-78 aircraft carrier -- in the crosshairs March 15 
during a Senate Armed Services Committee hearing on the 
Navy’s fiscal 2013 budget request. 

Ranking member McCain and the Navy and U.S. Marine 
Corps brass volleyed over the costs and schedule for both 
programs. Lawmakers questioned the Navy and Marine Corps 
decision to take the F-35B vertical-liftoff variant off its 
development probationary period a year early, saying the 
aircraft still had not proved itself worthy of a clean slate. 

The Pentagon had put the aircraft -- the linchpin of the 
Marines’ future aviation strategy -- on probation because of 
cost, schedule and developmental issues. 

Gen. James Amos, Marine Corps commandant, said the 
program was back on track. Navy Secretary Ray Mabus 
agreed, pointing out to the committee that the service had 
decreased procurement in the coming five years to reduce 

program risk. “I thought that it was performing at the level it 
should be as a normal acquisition program and not one that 
was on probation,” he said. 

Not mollified, McCain tried to pin Amos down on 
program cost overruns, which the senator pegged at $150 
billion. 

“I can’t tell you,” Amos said when asked for a figure. 
“Not precisely.” 

McCain asked, “Do you know roughly?” 
Amos replied, “No, I don’t.” 
The senator shook his head. “Remarkable,” he said. 
Taking aim at the Ford carrier, McCain noted the ship is 

now running about $1 billion over initial estimates and asked 
why the Navy seems to be unable to contain costs on the 
program. 

Mabus acknowledged the cost overruns. “The downside 
of risk has come true.” But, he added, “It’s important to note 
what we’ve done to contain those costs.” 
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The Navy, he said, had recovered incentive fees it had 
provided to Huntington Ingalls Industries, the prime 

contractor, meaning the shipbuilder now could only recover 
costs. Costs for the program, he said, are under control. 
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28. Ryan Budget To Include Firewall Of Defense Sequester 
(NATIONAL JOURNAL 15 MAR 12) ... Kevin Baron and Nancy Cook 

House Republicans are planning to pull the defense-
spending cuts mandated by sequestration off the table in their 
version of the budget expected to be released next week, 
according to two Hill aides. 

President Obama and Defense Secretary Leon Panetta 
have stated they want defense spending to be part of a larger 
budget deal on taxes and spending. The sequester mandates 
that both defense and discretionary spending will take a hit 
beginning next January. Defense spending would account for 
$600 billion of all mandated cuts over 10 years. 

Some Republicans not wanting to flirt with national 
security have said they want to keep defense out of the 
negotiations surrounding the sequester, which are expected to 
last until after the November elections. Panetta has stated any 
further cuts could be “devastating,” but has insisted Congress 
should negotiate on taxes and spending in a comprehensive 
way without pulling defense. 

The bill is expected to emulate some aspects of a proposal 
first introduced by House Armed Services Committee 
Chairman Buck McKeon, R-Calif., in December. McKeon’s 
original bill would delay the first year of defense cuts 
mandated by the sequester, instead offering an equivalent 
amount through federal workforce cuts. Senate Armed 

Services Committee ranking member John McCain, R-Ariz., 
has introduced a similar measure. 

Republican defense leaders have protested that the 
military was taking the brunt of spending cuts. But by 
firewalling defense from further cuts, House Republicans 
would need to pay for those expected cuts another way. At a 
House Budget Committee hearing, Chairman Paul Ryan, R-
Wis., told Panetta he felt entitlement spending should be on 
the table. 

“With regards to the Budget Control Act, an across-the-
board $97 billion discretionary spending cut will be imposed 
on January 2, 2013, including devastating cuts to our national 
security,” Ryan said in statement provided to National Journal. 
“House Republicans are continuing their efforts to reprioritize 
the savings called for under the Budget Control Act, because 
our troops and military families shouldn’t pay the price for 
Washington’s failure to take action.” 

Michael Steel, spokesman for House Speaker John 
Boehner, R-Ohio, said in a statement, “The Speaker and 
Chairman McKeon are working towards a shared goal: 
ensuring that we have $1.2 trillion in additional deficit 
reduction, but doing it in a way that does not ‘hollow out’ our 
Armed Forces or jeopardize our national security.” 

Republican leaders declined to provide further details. 
Return to Index 
 

29. Shaheen Presses Navy Secretary On Local Shipyard Modernization Efforts 
(FOSTER (NH) DAILY DEMOCRAT 16 MAR 12) 

WASHINGTON, D.C. — U.S. Sen. Jeanne Shaheen, 
D.N.H., Thursday continued her push to support investment in 
infrastructure at the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard. 

At a Senate Armed Services Committee hearing Thursday 
morning, Shaheen pressed U.S. Navy Secretary Raymond 
Mabus on the steps being taken to support the shipyard's 
modernization efforts and to increase the military's energy 
independence. 

Last year, Shaheen supported a bipartisan amendment in 
the Defense Authorization bill requiring the Department of 
Defense to produce a shipyard modernization plan that is due 
to Congress by Sept. 1. 

Shaheen urged Secretary Mabus Thursday to produce a 
timely and comprehensive report. 

"I'm concerned about our four public shipyards and the 
fact that this year's military construction budget does not again 

contain much needed dollars for the Portsmouth Naval 
Shipyard," Shaheen told Mabus. "We have a request for a 
modernization report that Senator Collins, Senator Ayotte and 
I included in the Defense Authorization bill last year and it's 
due back by September 1st. I hope that report will be on time 
and we will see what your commitment is to supporting our 
public shipyards." 

Secretary Mabus assured Shaheen the report would be 
submitted by the deadline. 

Shaheen also thanked Secretary Mabus for his testimony 
in a Senate Energy Committee field hearing earlier this week 
on board the USS Kearsarge in Norfolk, Va. Shaheen chaired 
the hearing to discuss how the Navy's ongoing work in energy 
efficiency could reduce dependence on foreign oil and 
enhance national security. 
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30. USS San Diego Begins Initial Voyage To SD 
Vessel Scheduled To Be Commissioned In SD May 19th 
(KGTV ABC SAN DIEGO 15 MAR 12) 

SAN DIEGO -- The USS San Diego Thursday began its 
initial voyage to its namesake home port. 

The amphibious transport dock departed Huntington 
Ingalls Industries' shipyard in Pascagoula, Miss., and will sail 
through the Panama Canal before arriving in San Diego, 
according to the Navy. 

The departure was held up for a couple of days when the 
San Diego's commanding officer, Cmdr. Jon Haydel, was 
relieved of duty because of allegations of personal 
misconduct. He was replaced by Cmdr. Kevin Myers on a 
temporary basis. 
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The vessel is scheduled to be commissioned here on May 
19. 

"San Diego is now on its way to join the fleet where the 
ship will provide critical amphibious lift capability for 
Marines and their vehicles and cargo," said Jay Stefany, a 
Navy program manager for San Antonio-class LPDs. 

Once commissioned, the San Diego and its crew will 
begin sea trials to test the ship's systems and complete 
certifications. 

The ship is the fourth named for "America's Finest City," 
including a light-cruiser that was the second-most decorated 
Navy vessel of World War II and the first major warship to 
enter Tokyo Bay after Japan's surrender. 
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31. Navy Progressing On Nuclear Plant For Ohio Replacement Subs 
(DEFENSE DAILY 16 MAR 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

The Navy is on target in the design and development of 
the nuclear propulsion system that will drive the next 
generation of ballistic missile submarines, the head of Naval 
Reactors said this week. 

Adm. Kirkland Donald, the director of Naval Reactors at 
the National Nuclear Security Administration, told a Senate 
Armed Services Committee subpanel Wednesday that the 
reactor design has cleared key milestones with the design and 
manufacturing development of core materials in support of a 
decision on the way forward later this year. 

Kirkland is overseeing the creation of a reactor core 
intended to operate for the life of the ship without a mid-life 
refueling, and is intended to outlast the systems operating in 
the current Ohio –class (SSBN) ballistic subs. 

"The planned life-of-ship core will have a longer reactor 
life than any previous core, and will eliminate the need for a 

mid-life refueling, enabling the Navy to reduce maintenance 
requirements by shortening the mid-life overhaul," Donald 
said. 

The Navy announced last month in rolling out its fiscal 
2013 budget request that is was delaying the procurement of 
the Ohio -class replacement subs SSBN(X) by two years to 
2021 to save money. The Navy anticipates the postponement 
will have the added benefit of allowing the design to mature. 

The first two of the 12 Ohio boomers are slated for 
retirement at the end of the next decade. The Navy plans to 
procure 10 SSBN(X)s. Having a full-lifetime reactor core 
reduces the time needed for a mid-life overhaul, thereby 
allowing the Navy to operate a smaller number of subs while 
maintaining the sea-based nuclear deterrent, Donald said. 
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32. Navy Laboratory Bets Big On Unmanned Ships 
(NATIONAL DEFENSE 15 MAR 12) ... Eric Beidel 

NEWPORT, R.I. — At the Naval Undersea Warfare 
Center, scientists and engineers are working on a variety of 
underwater and surface vessels that one day may do some of 
the fighting on their own. 

There is the Razor, which comes equipped with a 30-inch 
mast that includes a camera, GPS, radio communications, 
imaging sonar and subsurface camera. It is designed to protect 
Navy assets, such as an Naircraft carrier. 

If a threat comes around that carrier, one of these 
unmanned undersea vehicles will swim out to it and keep its 
camera locked on it. The vehicle has a couple of payload tubes 
from which it can deploy non-lethal weapons. 

Researchers also have made 14 unmanned surface vessels, 
one of which comes with a 50-caliber gun mounted on top that 
is becoming more and more accurate. Another unmanned craft 
was sent down to the Dominican Republic to assist in 
nighttime drug interdiction operations. 

The undersea warfare center handles about $1.1 billion of 
work each year. Its impact on the local economy is significant, 
according to officials. 

The center’s network branches out to dozens of local 
companies trying to solve some of the toughest problems in 
the maritime domain. In 2011, more than $323 million of the 
center’s work was awarded to private contractors in Rhode 
Island, Massachusetts and Connecticut alone. 

The center teams with industry and academia to perform 
research at the request of Navy organizations such as Program 
Executive Office Submarines, for which the center does most 
of its work. 

Just down the road in Middletown is one of the companies 
specializing in undersea technology. Rite-Solutions develops 
software that keeps decision-makers from drowning in 
irrelevant data, CEO Jim Lavoie explained. 

Accounting for a good portion of the company’s business 
is a 4-D visualization called Rite-View, which allows the 
Navy to plan, practice, simulate and reconstruct any exercise. 
The “serious” game gives submarine crews only the 
information they need to make the right decisions during a 
given situation. 

The company also helped develop a diver interdiction 
system for the Coast Guard, which uses an air gun to bring a 
bad actor underwater to the surface. During testing, Navy 
SEALs subjected themselves to the non-lethal tactic, and they 
couldn’t remain underwater. 

The effectiveness is not in the initial burst from the gun, 
but from the sound waves that travel through the body’s 
cavities at different rates. It is too much for a human to 
withstand, and they must come up to the surface, Lavoie said. 

Companies like Rite-Solutions are as connected to the 
University of Rhode Island as they are to the warfare center. 
The university is working on ship-to-shore satellite 
communications and autonomous surface vessels. 

Professor of Ocean Engineering Stephan Grilli is 
collaborating with the Navy to use energy from waves to 
power autonomous vehicles. 

Professor Robert Tyce has his students building 
autonomous underwater vehicles out of parts from inexpensive 
Japanese toys. The students reassemble the toys to include 
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computers and make AUVs that cost less than $1,000. 
Generally, they cost about $250,000, Tyce said. 

The low cost makes it easier to send them out and not 
worry too much if they get lost, he said. 

When researchers at the undersea warfare center began 
looking at creating a stealthy network of underwater sensors, 
they turned to the university to investigate putting them on 
artificial jellyfish that would be able to stay in one place 
among currents and waves. 

The warfare center often studies marine life to determine 
how to make better submarines. They look at how sound and 
water flows around objects, including the serrated fins of 
humpback whales. The giant mammal’s bumpy fins help it to 

remain nimble, cutting down on turbulence and drag. These 
kinds of studies can lead to stealthier submarines. 

Researchers measure the sounds of vehicles and engines 
in another chamber where the walls, floor and ceiling are 
covered in foam wedges that strip the room of echoes. 

The research and technology in this corridor extends 
beyond the Navy and maritime domain. Even Ford has used 
the warfare center’s acoustic wind tunnel to study the flow 
noise around the mirrors of an F-150 pickup truck. 

And Rite-Solutions’ software has applications in tracking 
school bus operations and in the slot machines and player 
reward programs at casinos. 
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33. MIT Studying How To Land Drones On Carriers 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 15 MAR 12) ... Gary Robbins 

MIT says it is trying to make design changes to military 
drones that will enable the aircraft to recognize the hand 
gestures of flight crew assigned to guide them on to the deck 
of aircraft carriers. 

The Navy has long-term plans to add robotic drones to 
carrier air wings, and Northrop Grumman's San Diego 
operation has has been doing work on a prototype of the plane 
known as the X-47B. 

To one degree or another, carrier crews have been using 
hand gestures to land manned aircraft since the 1920s, when 
the Navy's first carrier, the Langely, began operating out of 
San Diego. But operational protocol for carrier-based drones is 
just now emerging. 

MIT says in a background paper that developing hand 
gestures that would be recognized by sensors on the drone 
would be complicated -- but do-able." 

"The problem of interpreting hand signals has two distinct 
parts," says MIT. "The first is simply inferring the body pose 
of the signaler from a digital image: Are the hands up or 
down, the elbows in or out? The second is determining which 
specific gesture is depicted in a series of images. The MIT 
researchers are chiefly concerned with the second problem; 
they present their solution in the March issue of the journal 
ACM Transactions on Interactive Intelligent Systems. But to 

test their approach, they also had to address the first problem, 
which they did in work presented at last year’s IEEE 
International Conference on Automatic Face and Gesture 
Recognition." 

Yale Song, an MIT doctoral student, says the institute has 
been making progress. But he also says in the background 
paper is the dynamic nature of human hand gestures. 

Says Songs: "The main challenge in classifying the 
signals, the sequence of body positions — is continuous: 
Crewmembers on the aircraft carrier’s deck are in constant 
motion. The algorithm that classifies their gestures, however, 
can’t wait until they stop moving to begin its analysis. “We 
cannot just give it thousands of [video] frames, because it will 
take forever." 

Brodacast Clip - Guiding Robots With Hand Gestures 
(YOUTUBE 13 MAR 12) Massachusetts Institute of 

Technology 
Aircraft-carrier crew use a set of standard hand gestures 

to guide planes on the carrier deck. But as robot planes are 
increasingly used for routine air missions, researchers at MIT 
are working on a system that would enable them to follow the 
same types of gestures. 

View Clip (RT: 3:29) 
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34. ONR Outreach Focuses On Pacific Total Force 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 15 MAR 12) ... Katherine H. Crawford, Office of Naval Research Public Affairs 

ARLINGTON, Va. -- The Office of Naval Research 
(ONR) will bring its technologically advanced fuel cell 
vehicle (FCV) and scientific expertise to the 2012 Pacific 
Operational Science & Technology (S&T) Conference in 
Honolulu, March 19-22. 

"The Pacific Rim is a key strategic area for the Navy and 
Marine Corps," said Rear Adm. Matthew Klunder, chief of 
naval research. "Gathering worldwide leaders in S&T at this 
event to discuss defense, security and energy-related 
challenges will increase collaboration and help us find ways to 
accelerate delivery of new military capabilities." 

Klunder speaks during the March 22 "Research and 
Development Community" panel, along with representatives 
from the Space and Naval Warfare Systems Command; Air 
Force Research Laboratory; Defense Advanced Research 
Projects Agency; U.S. Army Research, Development and 

Engineering Command; and Defense Threat Reduction 
Agency. 

Approximately 400 senior Department of Defense 
leaders, both military and civilian, as well as leading members 
of industry and academia from around the world, are expected 
to attend. The event will focus on how S&T can solve 
challenges related to regional defense, cyber security, power 
and energy, communications and maritime security. 

Representatives from ONR will showcase one of five 
Hawaii-based Navy FCVs and provide information about the 
organization and its initiatives in Booth 6 in the exhibit hall. 

The hydrogen-based FCVs, sponsored by ONR, are 
designed and manufactured by General Motors for an FCV 
program at Marine Corps Base Hawaii (MCBH). The vehicles 
are being tested for possible use at Department of the Navy 
(DoN) installations. At MCBH, plans call for more than 50 



 26

percent of the base vehicle fleet to use alternative fuels by the 
end of this year, increasing to 70 percent by 2015. FCV 
deployment ultimately could help achieve the secretary of the 
Navy's goal of reducing fossil fuel use in DoN's commercial 
vehicle fleet. 

Additionally, fuel cell technology is being considered as a 
potential power source for unmanned undersea vehicles, 
auxiliary power units, pier-side generators and other 
applications. 
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35. U.S. Seeks To Ease Concerns Over F-35 Delays, Costs 
(REUTERS 15 MAR 12) ... James Regan 

SYDNEY -- The United States sought on Thursday to 
allay concerns over delays and escalating costs for its new F-
35 fighter, telling its eight partner nations there would be no 
further delays in the rollout of the radar-evading aircraft. 

The F-35 partners' meeting in Sydney was the second in 
two weeks, following one in Washington, as some nations 
review their orders for the F-35 Joint Strike Fighter. 

"We have been given the adequate time needed to execute 
the program," Air Force Major General John F. Thompson, 
deputy Joint Strike Force Program Executive Officer, told 
reporters. 

"There was plenty of lively discussion on affordability 
and production. What we pledged today was to maintain a 
very open line of communication." 

The U.S. Defense Department is restructuring for a third 
time its $382 billion F-35 program with Lockheed Martin 
Corp to allow more time for development and testing. 

Continued schedule delays and talk of lingering technical 
issues have prompted some countries to rethink their orders. 
The group includes Britain, Australia, Turkey, Canada, 
Denmark, Norway, Italy and the Netherlands. 

The Canadian government, which has been a staunch 
defender of the costly F-35 program, said on Tuesday it had 

not ruled out the idea of withdrawing. Canada plans to buy 65 
warplanes. 

Japan, which has ordered 42 F-35s, has also warned 
Washington it may cancel orders due to rising costs. 

The Pentagon last month said it was putting off its own 
orders for 179 F-35s over the next five years to save $15.1 
billion, as President Barack Obama seeks $487 billion in 
defense budget cuts over the next decade. 

Lockheed Martin said the postponement would increase 
the price of the warplane. U.S. officials insist they have not 
changed their plans to develop and buy a total of 2,443 jets. 

The long-awaited first flight of an F-35 last week at Eglin 
Air Force Base in Florida was cut short by a possible fuel leak. 

"I am absolutely confident that we will get where we want 
to go," said Thompson. "But from a procurement standpoint, 
it's up to each partner to decide what they want to procure and 
how much they want to procure to address their capability 
gaps." 

Britain, the biggest outside contributor to F-35 
development, has said it would wait until 2015 to decide how 
many jets to buy. Australia will decide in 2012 whether to 
continue with the purchase of 100 F-35 jets. 

The United States expects to sell more than 700 F-35s to 
international partners over the next decade. 
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BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
36. U.S. Navy Blue Angels Land In St. George For Air Show 
(ST. GEORGE (UT) SPECTRUM 15 MAR 12) ... Brian Ahern 

ST. GEORGE - A group of U.S. Navy Blue Angel fighter 
jets screamed through Southern Utah for the first time 
Wednesday, giving onlookers a brief preview of this 
weekend's Thunder Over Utah Air Show. 

"It makes the hair on your arm stand up," said St. George 
resident Carol Barrett, who waited to watch the planes land at 
the St. George Municipal Airport. "They're just amazing." 

Approaching the airport in a tight diamond formation, the 
seven fighter jets quickly separated and landed one-by-one on 
the runway. Crews soon arrived to direct the aircraft and help 
the pilots deplane. 

"You can't even comprehend what they're doing," fellow 
onlooker Darlene Odenwalder said, referring the ground 
crews' hand motions and maneuvers. "The whole process is 
amazing." 

She added that seeing the planes in action definitely made 
up for a long wait. 

"We've been here all afternoon, but it's worth it," 
Odenwalder said. 

Air show spokesman Herb Gillen said the Blue Angels 
like to arrive a few days before they're set to perform to get a 
feel for the area. 

"They take stock of the landscape to get their bearings," 
he said. "They're looking for where mountains are located, 
towers and things they need to look out for during the show." 

They'll be doing just that this afternoon when they take to 
the Southern Utah skies to practice their maneuvers for the 
show. Joining the Blue Angels will be a large C-130 transport 
plane, which also arrived Wednesday, and an F-22 Raptor 
fighter jet, which will arrive today. 

U.S. Air Force Staff Sgt. John Lugo, who works on the 
Raptor's maintenance crew, was already at the airport 
Wednesday preparing for the Raptor's arrival and 
performance. 

"We're geared up and ready to go," he said. "We're 
definitely excited to be here." 

Lugo added the crowd at this weekend's event would be 
amazed when they see the Raptor in action. 

"We're the only fifth-generation stealth fighter in the 
world," he said. "There's nothing that compares to it. As of 
right now, we are the premier fighter. A lot of people don't get 
the chance to see it." 

That will change this weekend, however, when as many 
as 40,000 people come to the airport to witness the show. 
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Barrett said she might be one of those people. While she 
didn't originally plan on going to the show, she said seeing the 
fighter jets in action may have led to a change of heart. 

"It's exciting," she said. "I do want to come now." 

Thunder Over Utah is Saturday and Sunday at the St. 
George Municipal Airport. For more information, visit 
www.thunderoverutah.com. 

View Gallery (54 Photos) 
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37. LDS Leader Takes VIP Flight With Blue Angels 
(KSL NBC SALT LAKE CITY 15 MAR 12) ... Brooke Walker 

ST. GEORGE — In anticipation of this weekend's 
"Thunder Over Utah" Air Show in St. George, the United 
States Navy Blue Angels hosted a few VIP riders. Among 
them, Dieter F. Uchtdorf, second counselor in the First 
Presidency of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. 

An experienced pilot himself, for President Uchtdorf it 
was an opportunity to fly the skies once again. 

"It's a beautiful morning in St. George, of course, and it 
reminds me that during pilot training as an Air Force pilot, and 
later as a jet fighter pilot, the early hours in the morning were 
the most beautiful," he said prior to take-off. 

The bright morning sunshine streaming onto the tarmac at 
St. George Airport matched the bright smile on the face of 
President Uchtdorf's face. 

His wife, Harriet, admitted to some nerves. "He's a little 
scared too, but he doesn't admit," she said, laughing. 

But for President Uchtdorf, the excitement was obvious. 
"The Blue Angels have always been one of my big heroes, so 
I'm glad and wonderfully excited about sitting in one of their 
planes today," he said. 

As a former fighter pilot for West Germany and a captain 
of large commercial jets, Wednesday's flight was especially 
meaningful. 

"It's a marvelous day for us, because almost to the day 50 
years ago I earned my wings in the Air Force," President 
Uchtdorf said. "This March of 1962, I started my training as a 
fighter pilot at Luke Air Force Base in Arizona." 

After a pre-flight briefing, the 71-year-old church leader 
suited up. Following a signature speedy Blue Angels take- off, 
you could say the ride "just went up from there." 

"We had a take-off which brought us right into the 
heavens almost," President Uchtdorf commented when he got 
back on the ground. 

The 40-minute flight included a scenic tour over Zion 
National Park, and plenty of F-18 thrills. 

"We did the light G maneuvers, some of the rolling 
maneuvers that you see throughout the DIAMOND 
demonstration in some of the solo maneuvering," explained 
pilot Mark Tedrow. 

Call it a chance to spread his wings once again while 
taking in the scene from above. 

"It's a moment of freedom," President Uchtdorf said. "It's 
a moment to see things with a different perspective, from a 
higher perspective." 

View Clip (RT: 2:45) 
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38. Navy Warship In Town For St. Pat's 
(SAVANNAH MORNING NEWS 16 MAR 12) ... Mary Carr Mayle 

Having arrived Thursday to the traditional cannon salute 
from Old Fort Jackson, the Navy warship USS Whidbey 
Island will be berthed at Georgia Port’s Ocean Terminal 
through the weekend as its crew participates in our St. 
Patrick’s Day festivities. 

The guest of the Savannah Council of the Navy League, 
the Whidbey Island is an amphibious warfare ship, categorized 
as a dock landing ship, designed to transport U.S. Marines into 
combat. 

Just back from a record-setting 10-month deployment to 
the Middle East, the ship is 609 feet long, with a crew of 22 
officers and 391 enlisted personnel. She also is capable of 
carrying about 400 Marines and four huge hovercraft. 

Each hovercraft can carry an M1A1 Abrams tank, along 
with its crew and support for rapid deployment to shore, 
according to Navy League president Bob Gephart, who said 
his group was thrilled to have the Whidbey Island here. 

“It’s an amazing ship. When they launch and recover the 
hovercraft, they ballast down several feet to flood the well 
deck,” Gephart said. “It’s quite an operation.” 

The local Navy League has arranged for a car to transport 
Whidbey Island’s commanding officer, Cmdr. Eric L. Conzen, 
as he leads a contingent of the ship’s crew in Saturday’s 
parade. 

The Navy League will also host and sponsor its two 
“adopted” ships in the parade, Gephart said. 

“We expect Cmdr. Kevin Byrne of the USS Alaska and 
about 60 of his crew from the ballistic missile submarine 
based in Kings Bay as well as about 30 Sailors from the USS 
Samuel B. Roberts, a frigate based in Mayport in Florida,” he 
said. 

The “Sammy B” returned in December from a six-month 
deployment to the east coast of Africa and the Indian Ocean, 
Gephart said. 

“This will be the first time we have had three separate 
U.S. Navy ships’ crews marching in the parade.” 
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39. Pensacola NAS Off Limits Next Week For Training 
Whiting Field will also be under tight security 
(PENSACOLA NEWS JOURNAL 15 MAR 12) ... Louis Cooper 

Some 90 percent of the people who work at Pensacola 
Naval Air Station have been asked to stay home next week as 

the base enacts tight security measures as part of a nationwide 
Naval preparedness exercise. 
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Capt. Chris Plummer, the base's commanding officer, said 
access to most base facilities will be unavailable from noon 
Thursday until noon Saturday of next week as the base 
participates in Exercise Solid Curtain/Citadel Shield. 

Only essential security personnel will be needed during 
the exercise. 

"The exercise is not in response to any specific threat," 
Plummer said Thursday. "The purpose of the exercise is to 
enhance training and readiness of Navy security forces. I 
cannot discuss specifics of the exercise." 

Whiting Field Naval Air Station in Milton, like all Naval 
bases in the continental U.S., also is participating in the 
exercise, with restricted access on Friday and Saturday. Jay 
Cope, assistant public information officer for Whiting Field, 
said that the base's complement also will be reduced to 
essential personnel only. 

"The purpose of it is to train our responders in the case of 
any type of emergency situation," Cope said. "That would 
potentially include a terrorist attack, or it could involve some 
situations where a major accident could happen on the base. 

"While we train throughout the course of the year, this 
one is instigated by a higher authority, and this one is as 
comprehensive as we're able to get," he said. 

Harry White, Pensacola NAS public information officer, 
compared the security circumstances during the exercise to the 
tight measures after the Sept. 11 attacks. 

"Part of why we are doing this right now is a result of 
what happened post-9/11," White said. "We had a four- or 
five-hour backup trying to get on the base as we went to a 
tighter security posture, checking all IDs of everyone in the 
vehicle and things of that nature." 

Exercise Solid Curtain/Citadel Shield is intended to 
streamline that process, he said. 

"We're testing our anti-terrorism and force-protection 
measures," White said. "We're also looking at identifying the 
mission-essential personnel and minimizing the number of 
people who come onboard so that during a real-world 
situation, we have a manageable situation at our gate." 

The exercise actually runs from Monday through 
Saturday, but Plummer called Thursday through Saturday "the 
critical period." 

The restricted access affects all facilities at Pensacola 
NAS, Corry Station and Saufley Field. Access to facilities 
usually open to the public, including the National Naval 
Aviation Museum and the Pensacola Lighthouse, will be 
closed from noon Thursday to noon Saturday. 

Barrancas National Cemetery, however, received a waiver 
to stay open. 

"There will be availability to visit the cemetery," White 
said. "However, traffic is going to be backed up. You can 
come out, but be aware it is probably going to be a long, long 
wait trying to get out of traffic and onto the base." 

View Clip 
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40. Royal Canadian Air Cadets Visit Naval Station Newport 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 15 MAR 12) ... Bob Krekorian, Naval Station Newport Public Affairs 

NEWPORT, R.I. -- Royal Canadian air cadets departed 
Naval Station Newport, March 14, following a three-day visit 
that included orientations at the Surface Warfare Officers 
School and a visit at the Naval War College. 

The cadets and their adult chaperones were from the 172d 
Clarington Squadron, Bowmanville, Ontario; and were 
travelling to the New England region over their spring 
vacation. 

The squadron, an aviation based training organization, for 
Canadian youth age 12-19 years, is sponsored and operated by 
the Air Cadet League and Canada's Department of National 
Defense. 

"This trip gives our Cadets an opportunity to see things 
they haven't seen before," said retired Maj. Don Duthie, a 
former squadron commanding officer who accompanied the 
group. "For some it's their first trip to the United States,' he 
said. 

"This trip is the highlight of the year for the cadets and is 
turning out to be an experience of a lifetime," said Capt. Brent 
McKee, squadron executive officer. 

Cadets visited the state-of-the-art Full Mission Bridge 
simulator at the Surface Warfare Officers School where 
SWOS students learn advanced ship-handing techniques and 
bridge resource management. The cadets were given the 
opportunity to operate the weapons, radar, and ship's control 
console. 

"It's a very clever way to train," said cadet Warrant 
Officer Two Hanna May Ritchie, 18, squadron drill 
commander and cadet training officer. 

"This was real cool and allowed us to see all types of 
training contingencies," she said. 

The cadets visited the Mahan Hall Reading Room at the 
Naval War College where they met with Royal Canadian navy 
Lt. Cmdr. Sylvain Belair, a student at the Naval Command 
College for international military officers. Belair spoke to the 
cadets about his naval career and experiences as a frigate 
executive officer. 

"This training is about the value of building relationships 
and respecting other naval professionals," Belair said. 

Upon graduation in June, Belair will serve as the military 
assistant to the Canadian Minister of National Defense. 

"Lt. Cmdr. Belair's comments were good for me to hear," 
said cadet Cpl. William Worth, 15, of Bowmanville, Ontario. 
Worth said he is planning on a military career. 

The squadron also toured facilities at the 143d Airlift 
Wing, Rhode Island Air National Guard, Quonset Point, R.I., 
where they were met by U.S. Air Force Col. Arthur Floru, 
wing commanding officer. 

Floru spoke about the wing's mission and international 
relationship with the Royal Canadian air force (RCAF). Wing 
instructors provided training to RCAF pilots on the C-130J 
aircraft. 

Naval Station Newport is the Center for Training 
Excellence for officer training and education. 
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41. U.S. Commander Unsure If Idea Of Marines Remaining On Okinawa On Table 
(KYODO NEWS 16 MAR 12) 

TOKYO -- The commander of U.S. Forces Japan said 
Thursday he is unsure about whether some Marines will 
remain in Okinawa Prefecture in connection with bilateral 
negotiations on where to relocate Marines based in Okinawa, 
other than to Guam. 

“I'm not sure if it is on the table to keep some of the 8,000 
(Marines) in Okinawa yet or not,” U.S. Air Force Lt. Gen. 
Burton Field told a press conference in Tokyo. 

Under the existing realignment plan agreed in 2006, 8,000 
of the 18,000 Marines were to move from Okinawa to Guam. 
That number, in recent talks, has been scaled down to 4,700, 
and both nations are now discussing where to move the 
remaining 3,300. 

Field spoke at the Foreign Correspondents' Club of Japan 
at a time when 

Japan and the United States have continued discussing the 
realignment issue including a round in Washington on 
Monday and Tuesday. 

Field also said that both nations uphold the current plan to 
relocate the U.S. Marine Corps' Futenma Air Station within 
Okinawa as the “best solution.” 

Field, who will leave the post later this year, offered the 
U.S. military's continued assistance to areas in Japan hit by the 
March 11, 2011, earthquake and tsunami, referring to rescue-
and-relief operations by U.S. military forces in Japan to help 
people affected by the disaster. 

The Futenma base is located in a crowded residential 
district in Ginowan, and the 2006 accord aims to relocate the 
base to a facility in a less populated area which is on the coast 
of the Marines' Camp Schwab in Nago. 
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42. Congress: No Money For Pacific Troop Moves Until Study Is Complete 
(STARS AND STRIPES 16 MAR 12) ... Travis J. Tritten 

CAMP FOSTER, Okinawa — Despite an end-of-the-
month congressional deadline, the Secretary of the Navy told a 
Senate committee Thursday he does not know whether a 
contractor has been hired yet to conduct an independent 
review of plans to relocate thousands of Marines from Japan 
to Guam. 

Secretary Ray Mabus’ comment caused a sharp rebuke 
from Senate Armed Services Committee members, who 
accused the Department of Defense of delaying the review and 
warned that no money would be spent on the massive military 
project until the mandated study is completed. The military 
realignment plan could cost U.S. taxpayers about $14 billion 
just for initial construction of bases on Guam, and the Senate 
has warned that the project might be unaffordable and 
unrealistic. 

In its annual defense authorization act, Congress froze all 
funding for the project, calling for the military to conduct an 
independent review this year of the current plan and to explore 
alternative options, such as moving Marine Corps forces onto 
Air Force bases in the Pacific. 

“It has now been two and a half months (since Congress 
passed a law requiring the study). How long does it take to get 
a contract to get an independent assessment, Mr. Secretary?” 
Sen. John McCain, R-Ariz., asked Mabus during a public 
hearing. “Until we get that assessment, there should be no 
concrete plans made by the secretary of defense or the 
Defense Department.” 

The delay is causing “intense frustration” among 
lawmakers because the review is needed to “get this 
redeployment issue into some kind of sanity,” McCain said. 

Congress has mandated an April 1 deadline for the initial 
study and also has required the department to present a final 
report on the issue to lawmakers by June as part of the 

National Defense Authorization Act, which was passed at the 
end of December. 

“We are not going to continue to let you slow walk us on 
this issue,” McCain said. 

Mabus said the contracting of the study is not under his 
purview. 

“My understanding is that the Department of Defense has 
selected someone,” he said. “I don’t know if the contract has 
been signed to do that.” 

U.S. and Japan plans now call for moving about 4,700 
Marines permanently from Okinawa to Guam and relocating 
the controversial Futenma air station from an urban area of the 
island to a newly built base farther north. But both 
governments are now renegotiating that 2006 agreement , 
which has been sidetracked for years by delays, local 
opposition and cost increases. 

Senate Armed Services Chairman Carl Levin, D-Mich., 
and fellow senators including McCain and Jim Webb, D-Va., 
have said they want the military to give serious consideration 
to other options, such as rotating Marines through the region, 
operating joint bases with other countries, and moving Marine 
Corps air operations to Kadena Air Base on Okinawa, which is 
the largest Air Force base in this part of the world. 

“We are not attempting to kill the program,” Webb said. 
“We are trying to un-stick it.” 

The uncertainty over the military plans is causing deep 
anxiety on Guam and also in Japan, where the relocation of 
Futenma is one of the top political issues facing the country, 
Webb said. 

“I cannot emphasize strongly enough how important it is 
that, first of all, the law be obeyed and second of all that we 
reach an endpoint on this for the good of our strategic posture 
in that part of the world, and also for our relations with the 
Japanese and the people of Guam,” he said. 
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43. D.C. Mayor Signs Proclamation Declaring April 'Military Child Month' 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 15 MAR 12) ... Naval District Washington Public Affairs 

WASHINGTON -- The mayor of Washington D.C. 
signed a proclamation March 14, declaring April 2012 as 

Military Child Month, the first such declaration to be made in 
the District. 
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The proclamation declares that military children "are a 
source of pride and honor..." and "are just as brave and worthy 
of admiration as their parents," while requesting that D.C. 
residents join Mayor Vincent C. Gray "in recognizing our 
military children and encourage support for them and their 
families." 

"In recognizing the sacrifice our military families make to 
serve our country every day, we must remember the children 
of those families, who have to endure long separations from 
parents and multiple moves and schools," said Gray. "They 
undergo hardship as surely as their parents do in service to our 
great country. Therefore, it's appropriate that we should lift up 
the month of April here in our nation's capital, where so many 
military families live, to show our especial appreciation to 
these brave children." 

Although there are nearly 9,000 military children living in 
D.C., much focus is spent on their parents' dedication and 
sacrifices, while children in military families are often 
overlooked. The so-called "military brats" often make huge 
sacrifices of their own due to the great demands on their 
parents. "Our military families often endure long separations 
and are required to move multiple times during their active 
military service," said Jennifer Dailey-Perkins, regional school 

liaison officer for Naval District Washington (NDW). "[It 
causes] their children to leave behind old friends and familiar 
schools to make new friends and start a new school." 

According to Dailey-Perkins, April has been selected as a 
month to honor children from military families since 1986, 
when then-Secretary of Defense Casper Weinberger requested 
that members of all the military branches take that time to 
commend military children for stoically enduring the trials 
they often face. 

"Since then, each April, military installations around the 
world honor our young heroes with special activities and 
events specifically for them," said Dailey-Perkins. "These 
festivities let them know that they are valued and supported." 
While this time is being spent to recognize military children 
for their sacrifices, it is also being used to remind service 
families there are indeed resources available for them. Each 
installation in NDW has a school liaison officer "who is 
available to offer assistance to military families who have 
school-aged children with transition and deployment needs." 

"Additionally, our entire NDW Child and Youth Program 
team stands ready to assist our military children and take 
pause this month to celebrate their achievements," said 
Dailey-Perkins. 
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44. CYBERFOR And NETWARCOM Sailors Volunteer Time To Military Children 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 15 MAR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Joshua J. Wahl, Fleet Cyber Command / U.S. 10th 
Fleet Public Affairs 

VIRGINIA BEACH, Va. -- Sailors from Navy Cyber 
Forces and Naval Network Warfare Command Joint 
Information Dominance First Class Petty Officers Association 
(JID-FCPOA) teamed up with the Child Development Center 
(CDC) aboard Joint Expeditionary Base Little Creek-Fort 
Story to participate in a community outreach program, March 
14. 

The Sailors donated arts and craft materials to interact 
with four pre-school classes at the CDC as part of their 
mission to give back to the community. 

"A lot of us have kids the same age and know exactly 
how important it is for them to see a positive role model," said 
Information Systems Technician 1st Class Joel Melendez, 
JID-FCPOA president. "I am happy we could come out and let 
them know how important they are." 

Pam Powers, pre-school teacher at the CDC, spoke about 
the positive impact the Sailors participation had on the 
children. 

"Today is going really well," said Powers. "You can see 
how excited the kids are to have the Sailors visit. We look 
forward to seeing them come back again soon." 

Sailor played games, constructed crafts, colored and 
talked with the kids during their visit. 

The association's outreach program includes monthly 
visits in the local community with an event in place to meet 
again with CDC students, according to Information Systems 
Technician 1st Class Binal D. Jones. 

"Next month we are very excited to continue our 
relationship with the CDC by enjoying a picnic that honors the 
upcoming Month of the Military Child," said Jones." "For the 
kids who undergo frequent moves and endure parents being 
deployed we really want to promote awareness and give 
thanks to these little heroes." 
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NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
45. Panetta Says He Was Not The Target Of An Attack 
(NEW YORK TIMES 16 MAR 12) ... Elisabeth Bumiller 

ABU DHABI, United Arab Emirates — Defense 
Secretary Leon E. Panetta said Thursday that he did not 
believe that the Afghan who crashed a stolen pickup truck 
near his plane, and then emerged from the truck in flames, was 
trying to attack him. But the Afghan was an interpreter 
working for coalition forces at the complex where Mr. Panetta 
was landing, raising the possibility that he knew someone of 
importance was arriving. 

American defense officials said that the Afghan had tried 
to run over a group of United States Marines who were 
waiting on a runway ramp for the plane. The Marines included 
Maj. Gen. Mark Gurganus, the top commander of coalition 
forces in Helmand Province. 

The Afghan died of extensive burns early on Thursday, 
less than a day later. American officials said that the severity 
of his injuries had prevented them from questioning him 
before he died. 
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If he had been trying to kill the Marines, possibly in a 
botched suicide attack, the episode could have been another in 
a recent string of “green on blue” attacks in which Afghan 
security forces have turned on their American or coalition 
partners in Afghanistan. More than 70 Americans have been 
killed in such attacks since 2006, the majority of them in the 
last two years. 

Defense officials said that no explosives were discovered 
in the car or on the Afghan interpreter. They also said that the 
man was not wearing a suicide vest. But Lt. Gen. Curtis M. 
Scaparrotti, the No. 2 American commander in Afghanistan, 
told reporters on Thursday that “some kind of container,” 
which may have had fuel in it, was found in the truck. 

Precise details remained murky on Thursday about the 
episode, which occurred at Camp Bastion, a British military 
airfield adjoining Camp Leatherneck, a huge United States 
Marine base. 

American officials still could not explain why the man 
had burst into flames but his truck had not. General Scaparrotti 
said that after trying to hit the Marines with the truck, the man 
drove into a ditch and then a “puff of smoke” came from the 
truck and the man emerged, engulfed in flames. 

An American defense official said for the first time on 
Thursday that a military dog had either helped restrain the 
burning man after he emerged from the truck, or “may have 
assisted in pulling the driver from the vehicle.” 

The official said that the dog had sustained “slight burn 
wounds” from the episode and was recuperating. 

The episode occurred as Mr. Panetta was arriving in 
Afghanistan on an already tense two-day trip, the first by a 

senior member of the Obama administration since an 
American soldier reportedly killed 16 Afghan civilians, mostly 
children and women, in Kandahar Province, which is next to 
Helmand. 

Despite Mr. Panetta’s view that he did not consider the 
episode an attack on him, it reinforced the lack of security in 
Afghanistan at the beginning of his visit and the difficult state 
of Afghan-American relations. 

In comments to reporters in Kabul before leaving for Abu 
Dhabi, Mr. Panetta said that he had become accustomed to 
such episodes during six trips to Afghanistan, three of them as 
defense secretary and three when he was director of the 
Central Intelligence Agency. He did not elaborate on the 
earlier episodes. 

“I have absolutely no reason to believe that any of this 
was directed at me,” Mr. Panetta said, referring to the most 
recent episode at Camp Bastion. 

He said that from what he had been told so far, “Whatever 
happened here was directed at others who were there on the 
field, not me or my plane or anything associated with me.” 

He added, “That’s the nature of war, and these incidents 
are going to take place.” 

Mr. Panetta met with President Hamid Karzai of 
Afghanistan earlier on Thursday to talk about the transfer of 
responsibility for security in the country from NATO forces to 
Afghan forces by the end of 2014, which he characterized as 
“on track” despite the string of setbacks this year. 

“There’s no question that we’ve all been tested by recent 
events here,” Mr. Panetta said. 
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46. After Bin Laden's Death, A Different Kind Of Hunt 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 15 MAR 12) ... Richard Lardner 

WASHINGTON — The hunt for Osama bin Laden took 
nearly a decade. It could take even longer to uncover U.S. 
government emails, planning reports, photographs and more 
that would shed light on how an elite team of Navy SEALs 
killed the world's most wanted terrorist. 

Ten months after that electrifying covert mission, an 
administration that has pledged to be the most transparent in 
American history is refusing to release documents about it 
under the Freedom of Information Act. The records could 
provide insights into how bin Laden died, how the U.S. 
verified his identity and how it decided to bury him at sea, as 
well as photographs taken during and after the May 2011 raid 
on his compound in Abbottabad, Pakistan. 

Government officials have openly discussed details of the 
mission in speeches, interviews and television appearances, 
but the administration won't disclose records that would 
confirm their narrative of that fateful night. The Obama 
administration has not said even where in Washington's 
bureaucracy all the documents might be stored. 

Requests for bin Laden materials were among the most 
significant of any filed last year under the open records law, 
which compels the government to turn over copies of federal 
records for free or at little cost. Anyone who seeks information 
under the law is generally supposed to get it unless disclosure 
would hurt national security, violate personal privacy or 
expose business secrets or confidential decision-making. The 
law has been the focus of extra attention since Sunday, the 

start of Sunshine Week, when news organizations promote 
open government and freedom of information. 

Citing the law, The Associated Press asked for files about 
the raid in more than 20 separate requests, mostly submitted 
the day after bin Laden's death. The Pentagon told the AP this 
month it could not locate any photographs or video taken 
during the raid or showing bin Laden's body. It also said it 
could not find any images of bin Laden's body on the Navy 
aircraft carrier where the al-Qaida leader's body was taken. 

The Pentagon said it could not find any death certificate, 
autopsy report or results of DNA identification tests for bin 
Laden, or any pre-raid materials discussing how the 
government planned to dispose of bin Laden's body if he were 
killed. It said it searched files at the Pentagon, U.S. Special 
Operations Command in Tampa, Fla., and the Navy command 
in San Diego that controls the USS Carl Vinson, the aircraft 
carrier used in the mission. 

The Defense Department told the AP in late February it 
could not find any emails about the bin Laden mission or his 
"Geronimo" code name that were sent or received in the year 
before the raid by William McRaven, the three-star admiral at 
the Joint Special Operations Command who organized and 
oversaw the mission. It also could not find any emails from 
other senior officers who would have been involved in the 
mission's planning. It found only three such emails written by 
or sent to then-Defense Secretary Robert Gates, and these 
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consisted of 12 pages sent to Gates summarizing news reports 
after the raid. 

Under the FOIA, even if a document contains secrets 
about national security, the government can censor those 
passages but must release anything else in the document that is 
"reasonably segregable." 

The information blackout means that the only public 
accounts of the mission come from U.S. officials who have 
described details of that night. In the hours and days after bin 
Laden's death, the White House provided conflicting versions 
of events, falsely saying that bin Laden was armed and even 
firing at the SEALs, misidentifying which of bin Laden's sons 
was killed, and incorrectly saying bin Laden's wife died in the 
shootout. President Barack Obama's press secretary attributed 
the errors to the "fog of combat." 

Since then, no authoritative or contemporaneous records 
have been made available. For the Obama administration, the 
book on bin Laden appears to be closed. 

The Pentagon is refusing even to confirm or deny the 
existence of helicopter maintenance logs and reports about the 
performance of military gear used in the raid. One of the 
stealth helicopters that carried the SEALs to Abbottabad 
crashed during the mission and its wreckage was left behind. 
People who lived near bin Laden's compound took photos of 
the disabled chopper as it straddled one of the high walls 
surrounding the building. The photos showed a unique tail 
rotor that aviation experts said was designed to avoid radar 
detection. 

On the AP's request for the helicopter records and 
equipment reports, the Defense Department invoked what is 
known as a "Glomar response." The reference dates to the 
1970s when the CIA refused to confirm or deny the existence 
of the Glomar Explorer, a ship the agency used in the 
attempted salvage of a sunken Soviet submarine. 

The AP is appealing the Defense Department's decision. 
The CIA, which ran the bin Laden raid and has special legal 
authority to keep information from ever being made public, 
still has not responded to AP's request for records about the 
mission. 

The CIA has photographs of video recordings of bin 
Laden taken during the operation. In the days after the raid, 
select U.S. lawmakers were invited to visit a secure room at 
CIA headquarters to view more than a dozen of the images, 
including pictures of bin Laden's body. They were not allowed 
to take copies of the photos back to Capitol Hill. 

Sen. James Inhofe, R-Okla., a senior member of the 
Senate Armed Services Committee, said he viewed one photo 
that showed brain matter coming out of bin Laden's eye 
socket. Inhofe said others were taken as the body was being 
prepared for burial at sea and were less jarring. He said 
Thursday that he favors making at least a few of the less 
graphic photos public to dispel any doubts that bin Laden is 
dead. 

"There are probably still people out there who don't think 
he was killed," Inhofe said. 

Federal courts consistently have upheld the government's 
use of the Glomar response, which is different from refusing 
to disclose materials. Citing Glomar often happens in national 

security cases or is used to protect an individual's privacy. It's 
a tough legal claim to beat in court. 

The former director of the Justice Department's Office of 
Information and Privacy, Dan Metcalfe, said the Pentagon 
overplayed its position. Citing Glomar in AP's case means the 
fact that the military performs maintenance on helicopters or 
that it prepares reports about weapons performance is itself 
classified, he said. The Pentagon's claim is so broad that it 
"collapses of its own weight," Metcalfe said. 

Judicial Watch, a conservative watchdog group, has sued 
the administration in federal court to force the release of 
photos and video of bin Laden. The AP has not sued to force 
the government to turn over the broader range of materials it 
has requested. 

In the Judicial Watch lawsuit, federal officials 
acknowledged that the CIA has more than 50 photographs and 
video recordings of bin Laden's body taken after the raid and 
during his burial at sea. The director of the CIA's National 
Clandestine Service, John Bennett, said in a court declaration 
last year that many of the photographs and video recordings 
are "quite graphic, as they depict the fatal bullet wound to (bin 
Laden) and other similarly gruesome images of his corpse." 

Judicial Watch has disputed the Obama administration's 
argument that American personnel and secrets will be at risk if 
the images are released. It called the concern over violence 
against Americans stationed overseas "hypothetical 
speculation" and said it is hard to understand how a photo of 
bin Laden being buried at sea would expose sensitive 
equipment or personnel. 

The U.S. Special Operations Command, which oversees 
the Navy SEALs and other commando units, keeps tight rein 
on information about their equipment, training and missions. 
In August 2007, it denied a request by the AP for an internal 
report on the Battle of Mogadishu, a military operation in 
Somalia in October 1993 that cost 18 American troops their 
lives. 

The command told AP that the report was still classified, 
even though the battle, better known as "Black Hawk Down," 
was the subject of books, a movie and countless military 
studies. Under AP's appeal, the command eventually released 
a copy with all but nine of the 73 pages completely blacked 
out. Most of the information remains secret, the command 
said, to protect military plans, weapon systems and the privacy 
of individuals involved. 

In other cases, the government has revealed more. Just 
four months after Operation Eagle Claw, the failed attempt in 
1980 to rescue 53 U.S. hostages in Iran, the Pentagon released 
an unclassified version of an investigation about what went 
wrong. The forward to the 87-page report noted the 
importance of providing as much detail as possible to the 
American public. 

More recently, the National Security Archive, a private 
research institute at George Washington University, waited 
three years for the government to hand over records describing 
the military's initial plans for invading Iraq. A series of slides, 
prepared under the codename Polo Step, showed that war 
planners believed in August 2002 that the U.S. would have 
only 5,000 troops left in Iraq by December 2006. 
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47. GAO Offers Sensible Ways To Solve Overlap Among Federal Programs 
(WASHINGTON POST 16 MAR 12) ... Joe Davidson 

With all of the legislative proposals to reduce their pay 
and benefits, federal employees can be excused if they assume 
that’s the only way Capitol Hill knows how to save money. 

In fact, the Government Accountability Office has 
presented a thoughtful plan to Congress with many sensible 
ideas that can draw bipartisan support. 

GAO’s second annual report on duplication among 
government programs is not a titillating read. Talk about a 
cumbersome bureaucracy seems old hat. The House hearing at 
which the report was discussed last month was a poorly 
attended and pretty dull affair, though the generally bipartisan 
agreement there was refreshing. 

I confess to blowing off the meeting to cover another 
assignment and I’m just now catching up to the hearing online. 
It was well worth the look back. 

GAO’s study is a budget blueprint that could lead to far 
greater savings than the $60 billion over 10 years the federal 
pay freeze will generate and without dismantling major parts 
of the government as some Republicans would like. 

While the title of the report — “More Efficient and 
Effective Government: Opportunities to Reduce Duplication, 
Overlap and Fragmentation, Achieve Savings, and Enhance 
Revenue” — demonstrates no tendency to save words, GAO 
estimates that implementing suggestions in this and related 
studies “could potentially save tens of billions of dollars 
annually.” 

The 2012 report identifies 51 areas “that could either 
reduce the cost of government operations or enhance revenue 
collections for the Treasury,” Comptroller General Gene L. 
Dodaro said in his Feb. 28 testimony to the House Oversight 
and Government Reform Committee. 

Those areas of overlap are in the executive branch, but 
Congress was identified, by one of its own, as the real culprit. 

“Who is to blame for this maze of government 
programs?” asked Sen. Tom Coburn (R-Okla.) in his 
testimony. “Very simply, it is Congress. We are all culpable. 
And to be sure, the blame does not rest on one party or the 
other, it lies with both. Duplication in this country has been 
created by the ruling class of career politicians seeking to slap 
short-term fixes on problems in order to claim credit at home 
and recognition in Washington.” 

GAO provided these examples, among many more: 

 There were “20 different entities that administer 160 
programs, tax expenditures, and other tools that 
supported homeownership and rental housing in 
fiscal year 2010.” 

 Duplication of Defense Department and Veterans 
Affairs health-care programs has led to “inadequate 
information exchange and poor coordination between 
these programs” and “confusion and frustration for 
enrollees, particularly when case managers and care 
coordinators duplicate or contradict one another’s 
efforts.” 

 The Navy “plans to spend more than $3 billion to 
develop the Broad Area Maritime Surveillance UAS 
[unmanned aircraft systems] rather than the already 
fielded Air Force Global Hawk system on which it 
was based.” 

 Promotion of science, technology, engineering and 
math (STEM) education has produced 209 programs 
in 13 agencies. Eighty-three percent of the programs 
“overlapped to some degree with at least 1 other 
program in that they offered similar services to target 
groups ... to achieve similar objectives.” 

In a blog post the day of the hearing, Danny Werfel, 
controller of the Office of Federal Financial Management, 
called on Congress to approve reform proposals in President 
Obama’s fiscal 2013 budget and to “pass the Reforming and 
Consolidating Government Act the Administration sent to the 
Hill earlier this year which will set up an expedited process to 
review government consolidation proposals.” 

The Obama administration is already moving to 
consolidate “1,200 data centers by the end of 2015 — over 
100 of which have already been shuttered and 500 of which 
will [be] closed by the end of this year,” he added. “We are 
also moving fast to cut excess real estate costs across civilian 
agencies,” with a projected savings of more than $3 billion by 
the end of this year. 

Rep. Darrell Issa (R-Calif.), chairman of the committee, 
injected a lonely note of partisan discord into the hearing 
when he said Obama’s “request for reorganizational authority 
is dead on arrival in this committee unless the administration 
is willing to be much bigger in their thought.” 

No one else on either side of the aisle wanted to turn the 
discussion into the kind of partisan bickering that often 
consumes Congress. Rep. Elijah E. Cummings (Md.), the 
ranking Democrat on the committee, said he disagreed with 
“not one syllable” in Republican Coburn’s testimony. 

After lamenting the absence of so many committee 
members at the hearing, Coburn did appear to disagree with 
Issa’s position on Obama’s reorganization plans. “I applaud 
the administration’s proposal,” he said. “I’m supportive and 
working with them to try to do it.” 

Coburn basically pleaded with Congress to act on the 
report. 

“GAO’s work presents Washington with literally 
hundreds of options for areas in which we could make a 
decision now to start finding savings, potentially hundreds of 
billions of dollars,” he said. “If we, as members of Congress, 
are unable to agree on eliminating even one small duplicative 
program or tax credit, when clearly we know there are 
hundreds, we have little hope of ever coming to a 
comprehensive compromise for fixing our floundering 
budget.” 
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48. Judge Hears Case Involving Navy, Rare Right Whales 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 15 MAR 12) ... Russ Bynum 

BRUNSWICK, Ga. — Environmentalists asked a federal 
judge Thursday to decide whether the Navy must halt plans to 
build a $100 million offshore training range because of 
potential threats to endangered right whales. 

The Navy wants to install an undersea array of cables and 
sensors for training warships, submarines and aircraft about 50 
miles off the Atlantic coast of southern Georgia and northern 
Florida. Environmentalists have sued to block the project, 
saying it's too close to waters where right whales migrate near 
shore each winter to birth their calves. 

Experts say only about 400 right whales remain and a 
single death could bring the entire species a big step closer to 
extinction. 

"It's possible we could find lots of right whales out on the 
range" along with their babies, said Catherine Wannamaker, 
an attorney for the Southern Environmental Law Center, in 
legal arguments Thursday before the judge. 

The law center filed suit in 2010 on behalf of a dozen 
conservation groups, saying the Navy approved construction 
of the range before it finished studying how frequently right 
whales swim through the proposed 500-square-mile site. 

Wannamaker said naval training concentrated in that area 
could put whales at risk of lethal collisions with warships, 
entanglement with parachutes and cords attached to military 
buoys and possible harm from mid-frequency sonar. 

The Navy has concluded that installing 300 sensors and 
attached cables on the undersea range would pose virtually no 
threat to the whales because construction would be suspended 
during the calving season from November to April. It also 
concluded the risks of ship strikes would be minimal based on 
computer models showing few whales would be in waters that 
far out to sea. But it said further study was needed before 
training begins. 

"There's no reason the Navy should be punished for 
saying it will engage in further (environmental) review," said 
Joanna Brinkman, a Justice Department attorney representing 
the Navy. Brinkman told the judge the military believes its 
computer models overestimated the frequency of right whales 
on the training site. 

The Navy's lawyers also insist vessels from nearby Naval 
Station Mayport in Florida and Naval Submarine Base Kings 
Bay in Georgia routinely post lookouts to watch out for 

whales during calving season. No collisions between Navy 
ships and whales have been reported since those precautions 
were implemented 15 years ago. 

Environmentalists argue even trained spotters have 
trouble seeing right whales swimming just below the ocean's 
surface. Their fears of whales swimming near the training site 
were bolstered in March 2010 when biologists recorded a right 
whale giving birth about 10 miles from the proposed range. 

Judge Lisa Godbey Wood peppered attorneys on both 
sides with questions Thursday. She said she understood the 
environmentalists' argument — if the Navy is allowed to go 
ahead and spend $100 million building the offshore range, 
would it abandon the project if studies later found training 
there would put whales at risk? 

However, the judge also cautioned that just because the 
Navy has called for future studies that doesn't mean it 
approved the project rashly. 

"Surely you don't want to hold it against someone that 
they will continue to evaluate and reassess in the future," 
Wood said. 

The judge said she planned to rule "fairly quickly" but did 
not specify exactly when. 

Before filing suit, conservationists had asked the Navy to 
suspend training at the site during the five-month calving 
season and to comply with offshore speed limits the 
government imposes on private and commercial ships. The 
Navy refused, saying the precautions would interfere with its 
ability to train effectively and maintain readiness. 

"The Navy's need to maintain battle-ready Sailors ... is a 
hard fact not to be taken lightly," the Navy's attorneys said in a 
written motion in the case. 

The U.S. Supreme Court has weighed in an earlier case 
involving military training vs. protecting whales, siding with 
the Navy in a 2008 decision. Its ruling threw out restrictions 
on sonar use that lower courts had imposed on the Navy 
during training exercises off the coast of southern California, 
saying the need for a well-trained military trumped possible 
harm to an unknown number of marine mammals. 

Some environmentalists argue that sonar can disrupt 
whale feeding patterns, and in extreme cases can kill whales 
by causing them to beach themselves. However, scientists 
don't fully understand how sonar affects whales. 
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OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
49. Get Off The Sidelines With Syria 
The Pentagon’s Cold Feet On Syria 
(WASHINGTON POST 15 MAR 12) ... Max Boot 

It’s easy to tell when the Pentagon is opposed to a 
military intervention. That’s when we hear leaks saying how 
difficult such action would be. We heard them in the 1990s 
concerning Bosnia and Kosovo, we heard them last year over 
Libya, and we are hearing them now about Syria. 

News reports cite unnamed “senior defense officials” 
saying that Syria has a sophisticated air-defense system and a 
330,000-man army that would be hard to defeat; that we don’t 

know enough to arm a Syrian opposition that lacks effective, 
unified leadership; that U.S. intervention could plunge Syria 
into civil war and embroil us in a “proxy war” against Iran and 
possibly Russia; and that international support is lacking for 
any move. 

All of this is supposed to preclude a range of actions, 
including arming the Syrian opposition, enforcing “no-fly” 
zones, launching air strikes on regime targets and setting up 
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humanitarian corridors where Syrians could seek refuge from 
a regime that has killed probably at least 10,000 civilians. 

It is understandable, and laudable, that military leaders are 
reluctant to send their troops into harm’s way. And just 
because defense officials tend to cry wolf doesn’t mean that 
they are always wrong or that their warnings should be 
disregarded. Obviously, the George W. Bush administration 
should have listened more carefully to skeptics inside and 
outside government before the invasion of Iraq — even though 
senior military leaders signed off on every bad decision. 

Today, in the case of Syria, any military action needs to 
be carefully thought through, but we should not refuse to act 
simply because of the worst-case scenarios being raised by the 
Pentagon. 

Start with Syria’s supposedly formidable air defense. 
Given the ease with which Israel penetrated those defenses in 
1982, during the Lebanon War, and in 2007, to take out the al-
Kibar nuclear reactor, it is unlikely that the systems would 
pose that much of a challenge to the world’s most 
sophisticated and powerful air force. 

The U.S. Air Force had no trouble taking out Saddam 
Hussein’s air defenses on two occasions, and those, like 
Syria’s, were constructed largely on the Russian model. 

And what about that 330,000-man army? Most of the 
soldiers are poorly trained and unmotivated Sunni conscripts 
unwilling to do much to defend a regime dominated by 
Alawites, an offshoot of Shiite Islam. Bashar al-Assad’s 
regime can count on only about 30,000 Alawite soldiers, 
which is why the same units are used to attack one rebel 
stronghold after another. 

The potential for starting a “proxy war” with Iran or 
Russia should be even less worrisome. Iran has been waging 
war — sometimes by proxy, sometimes directly — against us 
since taking our embassy personnel hostage in 1979. If we 
were to help topple Tehran’s allies in Damascus, it would be 
merely a belated counterattack for all of Iran’s aggression 
against the United States. 

As for Russia, yes, Moscow has a naval station in Syria, 
but presumably U.S. aircraft would not target Russian 
facilities. Short of that, it’s hard to see how anything we might 
do would start any kind of conflict with Russia. This isn’t the 
Cuban missile crisis, and Russia would not go to war to 
defend the Assad regime. 

What about the fractured nature of the Syrian opposition? 
That’s a real concern — but one that could be alleviated by the 
provision of training and aid. U.S. personnel could play a 
critical role by using our largess to buttress the more moderate 
elements of the opposition while shutting out factions 
affiliated with extremist groups that receive support from Gulf 
Arabs. So far, however, news accounts suggest that we have 
not yet even provided communications equipment that the 
rebels could use to coordinate activities. 

Aiding the rebels would hardly risk plunging Syria into 
civil war. Syria is already in a civil war, and it is getting 
worse. The more pressure we bring to topple Assad, the faster 
we can end that war and the more influence we can exert with 
a successor regime. 

By contrast, if we stand on the sidelines, worst-case 
scenarios — such as Syrian chemical weapons falling into the 
wrong hands or groups such as al-Qaeda developing havens — 
are more likely to result because of the Assad regime’s 
inability to control its own territory. 

The need for a coalition is real, but plenty of international 
opposition has been raised to the Assad regime. 
Notwithstanding the lack of a U.N. resolution — blocked by 
Russia and China — Washington could assemble a coalition 
of the willing as President Bill Clinton did for Kosovo. But 
that will happen only if the Obama administration decides that 
action is called for and does not allow itself to be paralyzed by 
the Pentagon’s reluctance to intervene. 

Max Boot is a senior fellow in national security studies at 
the Council on Foreign Relations. 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. SOY Winners Embody 21st Century Sailor And Marine Initiative 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 15 MAY 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Alexandra Snyder, Defense Media Activity 
Pentagon Bureau 

WASHINGTON -- The 2012 Sailors of the Year took time May 14 to discuss how the 21st Century Sailor and Marine initiative is 
designed to maximize Sailor and Marine personal readiness, maintain the resiliency of the force, and to hone the most combat 
effective force. 

 
2. Armed With Algae The U.S. Navy's 'Great Green Fleet' Initiative Sets The Bar High For The Biofuels 
Industry 
(ENERGY DIGITAL 15 MAY 12) ... Carin Hall 

The U.S. Navy has embarked on an ambitious plan to deploy a fleet of warships powered by alternative fuels by 2016, deemed the 
'Great Green Fleet.' The initiative has been touted as one of the most effective moves to jumpstart the use of renewable energy in the 
U.S. military and reduce its dependence on fossil fuels, which would, in turn, have similar effects on the larger economy. 

 
3. House Panel Proposes Adding $874 Million For Weapons 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 15 MAY 12) ... Roxana Tiron and Tony Capaccio 

The House panel that controls military expenditures proposed a net increase of $874 million for weapons over the Pentagon’s 
budget plans for the year starting Oct. 1. 

 

CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
4. Warship Essex To Arrive In San Diego Thursday 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 15 MAY 12) ... Gary Robbins 

The 844-foot amphibious assault ship Essex will steam into its new homeport of San Diego Bay on Thursday after serving for 12 
years as the only American ship of its kind that was forward deployed in Sasebo, Japan, the Navy says. The Essex swapped crews with 
the Bonhomme Richard, a sister ship that was home-ported in San Diego until it took the place of the Essex overseas. 

 
5. George Washington Wraps Up Sea Trials 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 16 MAY 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Kaitlyn R. Breitkreutz, USS George Washington 
Public Affairs 

YOKOSUKA, Japan -- The Nimitz-class aircraft carrier USS George Washington (CVN 73) returned to its homeport of 
Commander Fleet Activities Yokosuka May 16, after completing sea trials. 

 
6. Blue Ridge Builds Friendship With Indonesia 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 15 MAY 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class James Norman, USS Blue Ridge Public Affairs 

JAKARTA, Indonesia -- Sailors aboard U.S. 7th Fleet flagship USS Blue Ridge (LCC 19), embarked 7th Fleet staff and Marines 
assigned to Fleet Antiterrorism Security Team Pacific departed Jakarta, Indonesia May 15, after a four-day port visit strengthening 
bonds between the U.S. and Indonesian navies. 

 
7. UNITAS Pacific Begins In Peru 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 15 MAY 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Stuart Phillips, Southern Seas 2012 Public Affairs 

CALLAO, Peru -- Naval representatives from Chile, Colombia, Ecuador, Mexico, Peru and the United States gathered in the 
Ricardo Palma auditorium at the Peruvian naval base to officially recognize the beginning of UNITAS Pacific (PAC) at an opening 
ceremony in Callao, Peru, May 14. 
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8. Phoenix Express 2012 Continues Multinational Training 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 15 MAY 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Caitlin Conroy, Commander, U.S. Naval Forces 
Europe-Africa/U.S. 6th Fleet Public Affairs 

SOUDA BAY, Crete -- Sailors assigned to guided-missile frigate USS Simpson (FFG 56) participated in a multinational training 
exercise aboard the Hellenic navy training ship Aris at the NATO Maritime Interdiction Operations Training Center (NMIOTC) in 
support of exercise Phoenix Express 2012 (PE12) in Souda Bay, Crete, May 12. 

 

GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
9. China's Fishermen Charge Enemy Lines 
(ASIA TIMES ONLINE 16 MAY 12) ... Jens Kastner 

TAIPEI - Media headlines containing the term "Chinese fishing boats" and their crew are popping up at ever-shorter intervals. In 
waters in which China has sovereignty disputes, they have rammed foreign patrol boats, stabbed to death a coast guard official and 
challenged navy gunboats. 

 
10. U.S. Skeptical Of Seoul's Longer-Range Missile Ambition: Ex-Official 
(YONHAP NEWS AGENCY (S KOREA) 15 MAY 12) ... Lee Chi-dong 

WASHINGTON -- The United States is skeptical of South Korea's push to extend its ballistic missile range, according to a former 
top Pentagon official. 

 
11. Defence Minister Witnesses Naval Exercise, Says Safety Is "Top Priority" 
(CHANNEL NEWS ASIA 15 MAY 12) ... Adeline Tan 

SINGAPORE -- The Singapore Armed Forces has ended its five-day training halt, after an NS serviceman died last Friday in a 
jeep accident. 

 
12. Pak Navy Ship PNS AZMAT Arrives At Port Kuantan Today 
(SOUTH ASIAN NEWS AGENCY (PAKISTAN) 15 MAY 12) 

In line with great maritime traditions and to further strengthen the existing fraternal relations, Pakistan Navy Ship AZMAT on her 
maiden voyage to Pakistan is visiting Kuantan, Malaysia from Today (Thursday) to 19 May 2012. 

 
13. Toughening Its Stand, European Union Sends Forces To Strike Somali Pirate Base 
(NEW YORK TIMES 16 MAY 12) ... Jeffrey Gettleman 

NAIROBI, Kenya — The European Union, which had vowed to take a tougher stand against the scourge of Somali piracy, took 
the fight to the pirates’ home base for the first time on Tuesday, destroying several of their signature fiberglass skiffs as they lay on 
the beach in a notorious pirate den. 

 
14. Spanish Navy Plans Strait Exercise 
(GIBRALTAR CHRONICLE 15 MAY 2012) 

The Spanish Navy will be involved in a 10-day exercise along the Spanish coastline, including in the Strait of Gibraltar. 
 

15. Portuguese Navy Vessels Remain Dockside Due To High Cost Of Fuel 
500-million-Euro Submarine Stopped To Save Fuel 
(LISBON PUBLICO (PORTUGAL) 15 MAY 12) 

The "Trident," the navy's 209-PN submarine that the Portuguese government bought for approximately 500 million euros, has 
been standing still for longer periods than it has been in operations. The navy does not have money to pay for the rising cost of fuels 
and it has reduced the number of hours the submarine and other resources are out at sea. The cuts involve the other branches of the 
armed forces, confirmed Aguiar-Branco's ministry. 

 

PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
16. FY-13 Chief's Board Package Deadline Approaches 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 15 MAY 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Andrea Perez, Navy Personnel Command Public 
Affairs 

MILLINGTON, Tenn. -- Sailors who have submitted a board package to the Fiscal Year 2013 (FY-13) Chief Petty Officer (CPO) 
Selection Board can confirm its receipt at Navy Personnel Command (NPC) by clicking on the "Selection Board Status" link on 
www.npc.navy.mil, officials said May 14. 
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17. Undersea Warriors, Undersea Medicine: The Future Force 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 15 MAY 12) ... Dave Smalley, Office of Naval Research 

ARLINGTON, Va. -- U.S. Navy divers take on dangerous tasks every day-and starting this week, they will be part of a 
multinational effort near Estonia to help clear the Baltic Sea of underwater mines left over from as long ago as the First and Second 
World Wars. 

 
18. Medical Suit Trains Corpsmen How To Save Lives 
Military Corpsmen Using Strategic Operations 'Cut Suit' During Training 
(KGTV ABC SAN DIEGO 15 MAY 12) ... Joe Little 

SAN DIEGO -- A San Diego television and movie studio has invented a new medical tool that could help military corpsmen save 
lives on the battlefield. 

 
19. Naval Academy Midshipmen Face Tough Endurance Training In Sea Trials 
Annual daylong exercise challenges plebes 
(BALTIMORE SUN 15 MAY 12) ... Andrea F. Siegel 

They crawled through muddy trenches. They did sit-ups in the Severn River. They performed a mock evacuation of an injured 
pilot. And they kept on going. 

 
20. Program Offers Paid Training For Unemployed Veterans 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 15 MAY 12) ... Karen Parrish 

WASHINGTON – Unemployed veterans ages 35 to 60 can apply for up to 12 months of paid training through a new program 
sponsored by the Departments of Labor and Veterans Affairs. 

 
21. Hearing To Address New School Restrictions 
(NAVY TIMES 15 MAY 12) ... Cid Standifer 

Congress is preparing to dive into President Obama’s executive order on schools receiving tuition assistance and GI Bill money 
— the details of which are still a mystery to some officials. 

 
22. Navy Wives Offer Each Other Support 
(WCIV ABC CHARLESTON (SC) 15 MAY 12) ... Natalie Caula 

GOOSE CREEK, S.C. -- It's clear to see Celeste Winters loves her Navy husband as she wears a t-shirt that reads ‘I love my 
Sailor'. She says she's a proud wife in the complicated and stressful life of being a military spouse. 

 
23. House Lawmakers Seek Crackdown On Hazing 
(NAVY TIMES 15 MAY 12) ... Rick Maze 

House lawmakers will decide this week whether they trust the military to root out hazing by enacting its own new policies, or 
whether they will push their own ideas for reform. 

 
24. Supreme Court Rejects Case Of Former Sailor With Stress Disorder 
At War: Notes From the Front Lines 
(NEW YORK TIMES 14 MAY 12) ... David Nelson 

The Supreme Court on Monday rejected the petition of a former Navy corpsman who had received a court-martial in 2010 for 
striking two superior noncommissioned officers while on duty. The former Sailor, Osborn Miranda, had argued that his guilty plea in 
the case was not valid because he suffered from both post-traumatic stress disorder and bipolar disorder. During the guilty-plea 
inquiry, a military judge did not delve into the disorders, thereby ignoring a possible defense or a limit of culpability, Mr. Miranda 
argued. 

 
25. NCIS: $2M In Stolen Military Property Recovered 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 15 MAY 12) ... Martha Waggoner 

RALEIGH, N.C. — Military authorities have recovered about $1.8 million in stolen property as part of an ongoing investigation 
that so far involves almost 70 civilians and active-duty Marines and Sailors. 
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FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
26. Obama Threatens Veto Of House Defense Bill 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 15 MAY 12) ... Donna Cassata 

WASHINGTON — The White House threatened on Tuesday to veto the House Armed Service Committee’s version of next 
year’s defense budget, arguing that the $642 billion measure adds billions to President Obama’s request and limits the military’s 
ability to execute a new defense strategy. 

 
27. Worries About Defense Cuts Grow As Public Sours On Pentagon Spending 
(U.S. NEWS & WORLD REPORT 15 MAY 12) ... John T. Bennett 

The Pentagon could draw the short straw after Election Day, when Congress returns for a lame-duck session ripe for compromises 
with the White House on a number of spending and tax measures. 

 
28. GOP Amendments Could Derail Military Biofuels Plan 
(NATIONAL DEFENSE 15 MAY 12) ... Eric Beidel 

Proposed amendments to the fiscal year 2013 National Defense Authorization Act could dash the Pentagon’s hopes of a green 
future. 

 
29. House Members Propose Hundreds Of NDAA Amendments 
(DEFENSE DAILY 16 MAY 12) ... Emelie Rutherford 

House lawmakers have proposed more than 200 amendments to the Pentagon policy bill on matters ranging from the continuation 
of the F-35 Joint Strike Fighter program to dollar figure of the legislation. 

 
30. House Panel Raises Doubts Over Manning LCSs 
Subcommittee also tries to save 3 cruisers from retirement 
(NAVY TIMES 15 MAY 12) ... Sam Fellman and Charles Hoskinson 

A key congressional subcommittee has questioned the manning plan for the Navy’s newest class of warships and signaled that it 
will force the Navy to keep three of seven selected cruisers from an early retirement. 

 
31. New Navy Command To Incorporate Riverines 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 16 MAY 12) ... Corinne Reilly 

PORTSMOUTH -- It's a question that many in the Navy's riverine community have been asking since the United States left Iraq: 
Now that the war is over, what will happen to the small, highly specialized group of Sailors that was established to secure the Tigris 
and Euphrates rivers and other inland Iraqi waterways? 

 

BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
32. Keeping America Safe With The Navy 
(KCMO FOX KANSAS CITY 15 MAY 12) ... Jason M. Vaughn 

The Navy serves America above and below the sea. We spoke with Rear Admiral (and metro native) Jeffrey Penfield of the U.S. 
Navy who talked to us about how the Navy protects and serves Americans. 

 
33. Sailors Celebrate Navy Week Around Spokane 
(KREM CBS SPOKANE 15 MAY 12) 

SPOKANE-- The U.S. Navy is reaching out to the Inland Northwest this week, showing local kids what it’s like to do their jobs. 
 

34. USS Constitution Sailors Teach Naval History In Spokane 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 15 MAY 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Kathryn E. Macdonald, USS Constitution Public 
Affairs 

MEDICAL LAKE, Wash. -- Sailors assigned to USS Constitution taught early American naval history to students at Medical 
Lake Middle School in Medical Lake, Wash. May 14-15. 

 
35. USS San Diego Open For Tours, With Strict Security 
(SAN DIEGO CITY NEWS SERVICE 15 MAY 12) 

The amphibious transport dock USS San Diego is scheduled to open for three days of public tours at Navy Pier today. 
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36. Senate Cuts Discretionary Funds For Veterans Affairs, Military Construction 
(THE HILL 15 MAY 12) ... Carlo Munoz 

Senate appropriators have opted to cut just under $500 million from the Pentagon's fiscal 2013 funding request for veterans affairs 
and military construction. 

 
37. Navy Industrial Hygiene And Bio-Detection Laboratories Recognized For Top Quality Performance 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 15 MAY 12) ... Navy and Marine Corps Public Health Center Public Affairs 

PORTSMOUTH, Va. -- The Navy and Marine Corps Public Health Center (NMCPHC) announced May 15 the re-certification of 
its east coast industrial hygiene and biological detection laboratories, both located on Naval Station Norfolk. 

 
38. More Navy Ship Testing Likely Off South Florida Coast 
Plan could affect whales, dolphins, sea turtles 
(SOUTH FLORIDA SUN-SENTINEL 15 MAY 12) ... David Fleshler 

The Navy's testing range off Fort Lauderdale, where surfacing submarines have surprised boaters for years, will see new types of 
warships and more activity under a plan for more testing and training along the Atlantic coast. 

 
39. City, Navy Officials To Renew Firefighter Partnership 
(HONOLULU STAR-ADVERTISER 15 MAY 12) 

City and Navy officials are scheduled to renew a partnership between city and federal firefighters when they sign a new 
agreement Wednesday afternoon. 

 
40. Japan PM Noda Vows Not To Keep MCAS Futenma At Current Site In Okinawa 
(JIJI PRESS (JAPAN) 15 MAY 12) 

GINOWAN, Okinawa Pref. -- Japanese Prime Minister Yoshihiko Noda on Tuesday [ 15 May] promised not to allow the U.S. 
Marine Corps' Futenma air station to remain permanently at its current site in this city. 

 

NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
41. Joint Chiefs To Link New Strategy, Operational Capabilities 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 15 MAY 12) ... Army Sgt. 1st Class Tyrone C. Marshall Jr. 

VIRGINIA BEACH, Va. – The Joint Chiefs of Staff is developing the framework to tie operational capabilities to the military 
strategy guidance the Defense Department released in January, a senior Pentagon official said here today. 

 
42. Senate Panel Approves Leaders For Key DoD Posts 
(NAVY TIMES 15 MAY 12) ... Rick Maze 

The Senate Armed Services Committee voted Tuesday to confirm the nominations of three undersecretaries of defense — for 
acquisition, policy and personnel — and four other top civilian posts. 

 
43. New Law Authorizes Reservists To Respond To Homeland Disasters 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 15 MAY 12) ... Donna Miles 

WASHINGTON – New authority in this year’s Defense Department authorization act allows the Army, Navy, Air Force and 
Marine Corps reserves to be called to duty in response to natural disasters or emergencies in the homeland, and also to be mobilized 
for extended periods to support theater security missions around the world. 

 
44. Former Commander Of U.S. Nuclear Forces Calls For Large Cut In Warheads 
(NEW YORK TIMES 16 MAY 12) ... Thom Shanker 

WASHINGTON -- Gen. James E. Cartwright, the retired vice chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff and a former commander of 
the United States’ nuclear forces, is adding his voice to those who are calling for a drastic reduction in the number of nuclear warheads 
below the levels set by agreements with Russia. 

 
45. Defense Secretary Restricts Flights Of F-22 Raptors 
Leon E. Panetta's order followed pilot complaints about the costly fighter jets' oxygen system. He also wants 
monthly reports on the investigation into the cause. 
(LOS ANGELES TIMES 15 MAY 12) ... W.J. Hennigan 

Concerns about the Air Force's problem-plagued fleet of F-22 Raptor fighter jets led Defense Secretary Leon E. Panetta to restrict 
flights of the aircraft because of problems with its oxygen systems that can cause its pilots to become disoriented mid-flight. 
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46. House Lawmakers Not In Agreement On U.S. Missile Defense Plans 
(DEFENSE NEWS 15 MAY 12) ... Kate Brannen 

House appropriators are taking a far less aggressive stance on national missile defense programs than their colleagues in the 
House Armed Services Committee, either matching the Pentagon’s funding requests or providing smaller spending increases. 

 
47. National Parks Entrance Fees Waived For Troops 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 15 MAY 12) ... Brock Vergakis 

NORFOLK, Va. — Active-duty military personnel and their dependents will soon be able to enter every national park for free as 
part of an effort to thank service members and their families for the sacrifices they make, the Interior Department announced Tuesday. 

 
48. Sailors Vs. Aliens: ‘Battleship’ Debuts Friday 
(NAVY TIMES 15 MAY 12) ... Jacqueline Klimas 

Trying to sink opponent’s ships is the goal of the classic Hasbro game, Battleship. But in the movie by the same name, the 
opponents are aliens lured to Earth by communications looking for intelligent life, your teammates are swimsuit models and rock 
stars, and the hits or misses will determine the fate of the planet. 

 

OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
49. The Impediments Standing In The Way Of Timely Delivery Of Benefits 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 15 MAY 12) ... Gordon P. Erspamer 

I frequently am asked the fundamental question of why the benefit and health care delivery systems for veterans administered by 
the Department of Veterans Affairs are so dysfunctional. Like many things, there is no simple answer. 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. SOY Winners Embody 21st Century Sailor And Marine Initiative 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 15 MAY 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Alexandra Snyder, Defense Media Activity 
Pentagon Bureau 

WASHINGTON -- The 2012 Sailors of the Year took 
time May 14 to discuss how the 21st Century Sailor and 
Marine initiative is designed to maximize Sailor and Marine 
personal readiness, maintain the resiliency of the force, and to 
hone the most combat effective force. 

Vital pieces of that force are the four outstanding Sailors 
of the Year who came from around the fleet to Washington, 
D.C., to be meritoriously promoted to chief petty officers. 

"The 21st Century Sailor [initiative] is several [new and] 
existing programs rolled into one package that surrounds 
health," said Navy Reserve Sailor of the Year (SOY) Master-
at-Arms 1st Class (SCW/FMF) Doug Newman of Navy 
Reserve Naval Security Forces, Naval Base Kitsap, Wash. 
"Health of our organization; the health of the Sailor -- whether 
it be their safety, their physical fitness, ensuring that they 
know when they're going on deployment that their family is 
taken care of, or if they have to leave active service, they 
know there is a continuum option." 

The initiative, announced by the Secretary of the Navy 
earlier this year, focuses on five tenants: readiness, safety, 
physical fitness, inclusion and continuum of service. The goal 
is to provide Sailors, Marines and families with the tools 
needed to face the challenges of the 21st century and to help 
members maintain and improve their skills. 

"It's important that we train our Sailors to be successful 
their whole career, and an important part of that is 
mentorship," said Pacific Fleet SOY Seabee Steelworker 1st 
Class Louis Salazar, U.S. Naval Mobile Construction 
Battalion (NMCB) 40. "We have to have a strong foundation 
of mentorship for our people to excel." 

Mentorship is designed to enable Sailors to make 
educated decisions, said Chief of Naval Operations Shore 

SOY Aircrew Survival Equipmentman 1st Class Maria 
Johnson of Strike Fighter Squadron (VFA) 131. "Mentoring 
Sailors keeps the Navy strong because you're passing on 
experiences, you're passing on leadership," Johnson said. 

To assist Sailors and Marines with understanding the 
dozens of programs and objectives included in the campaign, a 
new Web site, 21stcentury.navy.mil, was launched in April. It 
covers topics such as zero tolerance drug-use and sexual 
assault and suicide prevention, as well as family and personal 
preparedness. 

"The Navy is being proactive and offering [educational 
resources] to families because without them we couldn't be 
Sailors," said U.S. Fleet Forces Command Sea SOY Ship's 
Servicemen 1st Class (SW/AW) Angela A. Zamora, USS 
Wasp (LHD 1). "Sailors cannot just deploy... their families 
need to be educated as well, so that when we're coming back 
from six, seven, eight months out of the country, it's an easy 
transition." 

The Sailors of the Year and their families will spend the 
next few days visiting historical sites around D.C. and 
attending special events held in their honor before their 
advancement ceremony Thursday at the Navy Memorial. 

The Sailor of the Year program was established in 1972 
by Chief of Naval Operations Adm. Elmo Zumwalt and 
Master Chief Petty Officer of the Navy John Whittet to 
recognize an individual who best represented the ever-growing 
group of dedicated Sailors at each command and ultimately 
the Navy. When the program began, only the Atlantic and 
Pacific Fleet Sailors were recognized. Within ten years, the 
Sailor of the Year program was expanded to include the shore 
establishment and Navy Reserve Sailors. 

Return to Index 
 

2. Armed With Algae The U.S. Navy's 'Great Green Fleet' Initiative Sets The Bar High For The Biofuels 
Industry 

(ENERGY DIGITAL 15 MAY 12) ... Carin Hall 
The U.S. Navy has embarked on an ambitious plan to 

deploy a fleet of warships powered by alternative fuels by 
2016, deemed the 'Great Green Fleet.' The initiative has been 
touted as one of the most effective moves to jumpstart the use 
of renewable energy in the U.S. military and reduce its 
dependence on fossil fuels, which would, in turn, have similar 
effects on the larger economy. 

The U.S. Department of Defense (DoD) is the largest oil 
consuming government body in the world, with the Navy 
accounting for roughly 1.2 billion gallons of fuel consumption 
annually at a cost of about $5 billion. With the extreme 
volatility of oil, costs could easily fluctuate by a billion 
dollars. 

“We are too dependent on either potentially or actually 
volatile places on earth to get our energy,” Secretary of the 
Navy Ray Mabus said in an interview with Renewable Energy 
World. “Now we’re susceptible to supply shocks and even if 
we’ve got enough, we’re susceptible to price shocks... when 

the Libya situation started and the price of oil went up $40 a 
barrel, that was almost a billion dollars additional fuel bill for 
the U.S. Navy.” 

Newt Gingrich may poke fun at algae-based biofuels, but 
it's something the U.S. military takes very seriously. Along 
with the Air Force and Army, the Navy has tested and 
certified a number of ships and warplanes as biofuel 
compatible to run on a drop-in blend of conventional oil and 
green fuel that does not require engine modifications. With 
over $500 million invested in the biofuels industry, the Navy 
hopes to cut its use of fossil fuels in half over the next decade. 

Although it would serve as a huge win for the companies 
involved, meeting the military's requirements is not easy. The 
fuel has to be chemically indistinguishable from conventional 
jet fuel, must be produced domestically and distributed 
regionally (to avoid consuming more energy transporting the 
fuel), must meet market price, can't displace food stocks or 
drive food prices and can't burn more carbon than petroleum. 
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If scientists can develop fuels in mass quantities for the 
military, however, the possibility of employing those 
technologies in the civilian world could act as the catalyst the 
industry needed in order to finally become a commercial 
reality. 

Signs of success are already surfacing. In November, in 
the largest alternative fuel test in history, the Navy's first 
biofuel-powered ship completed a trip along California's coast, 
running on a 50-50 mix of petroleum and algae-based fuel 
produced from Solazyme. The fuel burned just like traditional 
fuel, using the same engines. Later, in March, the Navy's USS 
Ford sailed over 12,000 miles on the fuel from Washington to 
San Diego, portraying similar results. 

Other companies are working on a wide range of 
alternative fuel options in the competition to win supplier bids 
with the DoD's largest oil consumer. Besides San Francisco-
based Solazyme, Dynamic Fuels is also one of the biggest 
players in the program. The Louisiana-based company sources 
its fuel from used cooking oil and non-food grade animal fats. 

Obstacles Ahead 
If the Navy is able to deploy the fleet by 2016, it will be 

able to fill up on biofuels at home, but with a globally 
deployed force, access to the fuel overseas is a whole other 
issue. The Great Green Fleet will serve as a valuable tool for 
raising awareness with U.S. allies, but leaders in the Navy, 
including Navy Cmdr. James Goudreau and Deputy Assistant 
Secretary for Energy Tom Hicks, have also begun an 
international outreach campaign to encourage other nations to 
go down a similar energy path. 

In the big picture, these challenges are minor 
inconveniences. “Alternative fuels are used like any other 
fuel,” said retired Air Force Gen. Charles F. Wald, a defense 
business consultant at Deloitte LLP, to National Defense 
Magazine. “You can go to any port and get diesel fuel from 
petroleum or biomass... The whole fleet doesn’t leave the U.S. 
all the time. None of these are absolutes.” 

As for the biofuel producers themselves, the greatest 
challenge is the same as it always has been across the 
industry—scaling up to mass production. The program is 

being viewed from a global perspective, meaning it will 
involve managing risk during the transition as the rest of the 
world catches up. 

Despite some backlash from Washington, the Navy 
continues to steadfastly pursue the initiative, insisting that the 
nation rises above partisan politics in an effort to strengthen 
the operations of its armed forces. It's not about right vs left, 
the environment vs big oil; it's about giving our armed forces 
the tools they need to protect America. 

“Alternative fuels for the Navy is not about being green, 
it’s about combat capability,” said Goudreau at a recent 
conference in D.C. 

“The department over the six-year defense program will 
be purchasing $52 billion worth of petroleum and it's 
absolutely essential to our military operations” Sharon Burke, 
assistant secretary of defense for operational energy, told 
National Defense Magazine. “We are not anti-fossil fuel. We 
can't operate without it. Ninety percent of our investment over 
that time in energy initiatives in the operational space is to 
reduce our consumption of fuel so that we have tactical 
benefits for it.” 

All politics aside, Mabus has stressed that the adoption of 
renewable energy and alternative fuels is not about reducing 
carbon emissions, but about improving naval preparedness. 

“We’re moving away from it for one reason, that is it 
makes us better war fighters,” Mabus said in an interview, 
adding how the U.S. Navy has always played a critical role in 
the course of energy throughout history: 

“In the 1850s, we went from sail to coal. In the early part 
of the 20th century, we went from coal to oil. In the 50s, we 
pioneered nuclear. We were the first service, first people to 
ever use nuclear power for transportation. And now, we’re 
changing it again. And every single time, from the 1850s to 
today, you’ve got nay sayers, they say you’re trading one form 
of energy that you know about, that’s predictable, that’s 
affordable for another that’s not and you just shouldn’t do it. 
And every single time, they’ve been wrong and I’m absolutely 
confident they’re going to be wrong again." 

Return to Index 
 

3. House Panel Proposes Adding $874 Million For Weapons 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 15 MAY 12) ... Roxana Tiron and Tony Capaccio 

The House panel that controls military expenditures 
proposed a net increase of $874 million for weapons over the 
Pentagon’s budget plans for the year starting Oct. 1. 

The largest amounts that the House Appropriations 
Defense subcommittee added in producing a $102.4 billion 
procurement request were $562.4 million to buy 11 additional 
Boeing Co. F/A-18E/F Super Hornet fighter jets and $447 
million to buy seven more Lockheed Martin Corp. C-130J 
transport planes, according to the defense panel’s report 
obtained today. 

The subcommittee also added $300 million for 
procurement of Pac-3 Patriot missile interceptors from 
Lockheed Martin and Raytheon Co. and $199 million to buy 
10 more UH-60 Black Hawk helicopters made by United 
Technologies Corp. than the Army requested. The panel didn’t 
specify major cuts it proposed except a $33.7 million 
reduction for Boeing’s P-8A surveillance aircraft. 

The full House Appropriations Committee is scheduled to 
act May 17 on the recommendations of its defense panel, 
which added the money for weapons as part of a $3.1 billion 
total increase from about $513 billion that the Pentagon 
proposed for its spending that comes under the defense 
subcommittee’s jurisdiction. 

The full House this week will consider parallel legislation 
that authorizes defense spending. That bill calls for $4 billion 
more than the Pentagon’s request of $550 billion, which 
includes military construction and the Energy Department’s 
defense program. 

Veto Threatened 
The White House budget office today issued a veto threat 

over the defense authorization measure. If its “cumulative 
effects” would impede the administration’s ability to execute 
its new defense strategy and “to properly direct scarce 
resources,” President Barack Obama’s advisers would 



 9

recommend a veto, according to a statement by the Office of 
Management and Budget. 

The appropriations subcommittee in its proposal also 
added $576.3 million to the Pentagon’s $69.4 billion research 
request. 

The panel boosted funding for General Dynamics Corp.’s 
Abrams battle tanks by $181 million, enough to help convert 
an additional 33 tanks to the latest M1A2 model. The Army 
wants to suspend that work at a Lima, Ohio-based tank plant 
from 2013 to 2015. 

Drones, Israel Defense 
General Atomics also would get an increase for its MQ-9 

Reaper drone. The lawmakers proposed an increase of $155 
million and 12 drones above the Pentagon’s request. 

BAE Systems Plc would see an increase of $140 million 
from the Pentagon’s request for its Bradley Infantry Fighting 
Vehicle. 

The request for $2.6 billion in research for the F-35 
fighter jet from Bethesda, Maryland-based Lockheed, the 
Pentagon’s largest program, was nicked by $16.8 million. 

The panel recommended adding $848.9 million for 
Israel’s missile defense, including $680 million for the Iron 
Dome system and $111.4 million for a system called David’s 
Sling. 

Iron Dome, built by Israel’s Rafael Advanced Defense 
Systems Ltd., went into operation a year ago and has proved 
effective at intercepting short-range rockets, according to 
Israeli and U.S. officials. The $680 million also was backed 

last week by the House panel that authorizes defense 
spending. 

Israeli Defense Minister Ehud Barak is meeting with 
Defense Secretary Leon Panetta at the Pentagon on May 17, 
and the session is intended to include an agreement on more 
U.S. funding for Iron Dome, according to an Israeli ministry 
official who spoke on condition of anonymity because he 
wasn’t authorized to comment in advance. 

Rescinded Funds 
The appropriations panel also detailed $1 billion in 

procurement and research funds approved for this fiscal year 
that it seeks to rescind. The largest amounts are $115 million 
for the Air Force’s Light Attack Armed Reconnaissance 
program and $105 million for the Pentagon’s Joint Air-to-
Ground Missile. 

The panel proposed cutting $66 million from a $99.6 
million development request for Northrop Grumman Corp.’s 
MQ-8 Firescout drone that was originally intended for the 
Navy’s Littoral Combat Ship. 

Delays on the combat ship have resulted in the drones 
being used for other roles and missions, which in turn 
disrupted the Firescout’s testing and development schedule, 
the panel said. 

The panel urged the Navy to place the Firescout on 
“probation.” Firescout issues have included a crash and a 
drone that lost communications with its control station while 
conducting operations, the panel said. 

Return to Index 
 
 

CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
4. Warship Essex To Arrive In San Diego Thursday 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 15 MAY 12) ... Gary Robbins 

The 844-foot amphibious assault ship Essex will steam 
into its new homeport of San Diego Bay on Thursday after 
serving for 12 years as the only American ship of its kind that 
was forward deployed in Sasebo, Japan, the Navy says. The 
Essex swapped crews with the Bonhomme Richard, a sister 
ship that was home-ported in San Diego until it took the place 
of the Essex overseas. 

Capt. Chuck Litchfield, the commander of the Essex, said 
in a statement, "Essex departed San Diego in 2000 to serve as 
a forward deployed asset to 7th Fleet. I know there are a lot of 
former crew members and fans of the ship still in the area, so 
it is going to be a real pleasure to re-introduce 'The Iron Gator' 
to San Diego." 

Essex -- the fifth naval vessel to be named after Essex 
County, Massachusetts -- was commissioned at North Island 

in 1992. The ship transported Marines to Kuwait in 2004 and 
remained on station in the Persian Gulf while Marines fought 
in the Battle of Fallujah, the deadliest conflict in the Iraq War. 
Almost 100 U.S. troops were killed in Fallujah and 560 were 
wounded. 

In 2011, Essex helped to provide humanitarian relief after 
a catastrophic earthquake and tsunami hit Japan. 

Essex is known as a "harrier carrier" because it stocks 
Harrier jump jets. Amphibious assault ships are second in size 
only to aircraft carriers in the American combat fleet. 

General Dynamics-NASSCO will perform a major 
overhaul on Essex starting later this year. It did the same on 
Bonhomme Richard. 

Return to Index 
 

5. George Washington Wraps Up Sea Trials 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 16 MAY 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Kaitlyn R. Breitkreutz, USS George Washington 
Public Affairs 

YOKOSUKA, Japan -- The Nimitz-class aircraft carrier 
USS George Washington (CVN 73) returned to its homeport 
of Commander Fleet Activities Yokosuka May 16, after 
completing sea trials. 

Sea trials is the testing phase of a U.S. Navy warship 
designed to measure a vessel's performance and general 
seaworthiness. 

During this five-day evolution, George Washington 
completed drop tests on both anchors; conducted several 
aqueous film forming foam (AFFF) countermeasures drills 
and high-speed runs and rudder swing checks; as well as on-
loaded both JP-5 jet fuel and various ordnance. 

"Sea trials are where we put the past six months of 
maintenance to the test," said Capt. David Lausman, USS 
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George Washington commanding officer. "The crew worked 
extremely hard to make this warship the best in the Navy, and 
I could not be happier to see the way the crew and this ship 
have responded." 

George Washington's Deck department spent the first day 
of sea trials conducting anchor drop tests that tested the 
durability and integrity of the ship's two 30-ton anchors. 

The anchor drop tests were conducted by 40 deck Sailors 
and involved lowering both anchors more than 60 feet to the 
sea below. These tests not only ensured the stability of the 
anchor and chain, but familiarized the crew with this 
dangerous evolution. 

"This was the first time we released the anchor in quite 
some time," said Boatswain's Mate 2nd Class John McNeil, 
from Conway, S.C. "I feel that our Sailors gained a 
tremendous amount of experience and knowledge. And that 
will translate into them getting the job done faster and safer 
when they are called upon." 

George Washington was coated with foam from a 
chemical fire-fighting agent known as AFFF. This was a part 
of a two-day long test of the ship's counter-measure 
washdown system conducted by the ship's engineering 
department. 

Over three football fields of AFFF covered the ship, but 
all hands picked-up brooms to join the ship's air department 
and scrubbed the aircraft carrier from stem to stern. 

George Washington also conducted rudder swing checks 
and high-speed runs to test not only the ship's seaworthiness, 
but the crew's ability to perform in extreme high seas 

conditions. The ship maneuvered approximately 60,000 tons 
of steel and traveled more than 30 knots while conducting 
sharp turns. George Washington also conducted a 'raging bull' 
maneuver that began with the ship moving at top speed and 
then braking to a complete stop. 

The crew worked diligently for a full two days of 
replenishments-at-sea (RAS) and vertical replenishments 
(VERTREP) with the USNS Tippacanoe (T-AO-199) and 
USNS Earhart (T-AKE-6). The ship received more than 1.9 
million gallons of JP-5 jet fuel and approximately 3.7 million 
pounds of ammunition. 

Each department contributed to the ship's overall mission 
readiness by conducting its own set of evolutions and tasks - 
including the ship's Air department, which is preparing for 
Carrier Air Wing (CVW) 5's arrival. 

"We're using our time wisely," said Aviation Boatswain's 
Mate (Equipment) 3rd Class Yves Marlo Aguirre, from 
Manila, Philippines. "When we embark the air wing, we'll be 
ready to go. " 

CVW-5 will combine with George Washington to support 
U.S. 7th Fleet operations during its upcoming patrol. 

The ship is working diligently to complete sea trials and 
pre-deployment preparations before returning to Yokosuka, 
Japan. 

George Washington was commissioned July 4, 1992, and 
is the fifth of the Nimitz-class aircraft carriers. Aircraft 
carriers exercise the Navy core capabilities of power 
projection, forward presence, humanitarian assistance, 
deterrence, sea control and maritime security. 
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6. Blue Ridge Builds Friendship With Indonesia 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 15 MAY 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class James Norman, USS Blue Ridge Public Affairs 

JAKARTA, Indonesia -- Sailors aboard U.S. 7th Fleet 
flagship USS Blue Ridge (LCC 19), embarked 7th Fleet staff 
and Marines assigned to Fleet Antiterrorism Security Team 
Pacific departed Jakarta, Indonesia May 15, after a four-day 
port visit strengthening bonds between the U.S. and 
Indonesian navies. 

Blue Ridge Sailors participated in a community service 
event that gave them the opportunity to demonstrate the 
Navy's dedication to fostering positive relations with countries 
in the Asian-Pacific region. 

They participated in sporting events with Indonesian 
nationals and interacted with the community through an 
outreach project involving a children's school. Sailors 
volunteered their time at the Yayasan Pendidikan Bangun 
School to help create a soccer field for the children. 

"Giving my time to create a soccer field for the children at 
the school was a very fulfilling and rewarding experience," 
said Ensign Wanda Colon, Blue Ridge stock control officer. 
"The work we did at the school was hard labor, but the 
children made it all worthwhile. You could tell the children 
really wanted us there." 

For one Sailor, the port visit was much more personal. 
"I was glad to have this opportunity to come back to 

Indonesia after being a part of the relief efforts for the 2004 
tsunami," said U.S. 7th Fleet Staff member Hospital 
Corpsman 1st Class Philip Keehn. "It was enlightening 
knowing I helped Indonesia get back on its feet when I was 
assigned to the USS Bonhomme Richard (LHD 6) in 2004. I 
never thought I'd be back to Indonesia to see how the Navy's 
hard work paid off." 

Return to Index 
 

7. UNITAS Pacific Begins In Peru 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 15 MAY 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Stuart Phillips, Southern Seas 2012 Public Affairs 

CALLAO, Peru -- Naval representatives from Chile, 
Colombia, Ecuador, Mexico, Peru and the United States 
gathered in the Ricardo Palma auditorium at the Peruvian 
naval base to officially recognize the beginning of UNITAS 
Pacific (PAC) at an opening ceremony in Callao, Peru, May 
14. 

Leaders from each country's navy took turns addressing 
the audience as the ceremony commenced. 

Capt. Ace Van Wagoner, commander of Destroyer 
Squadron 40 and mission commander of UNITAS PAC, 
represented the U.S. Navy at the ceremony. After thanking 
Peru for hosting UNITAS PAC and for demonstrating 
hospitality and professionalism to the U.S., Van Wagoner 
spoke about the importance of UNITAS for everyone 
involved. 

"This exercise is a renewed promise to enhance regional 
partnerships and promote hemispheric stability," said Van 
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Wagoner. "Through exercises like UNITAS, we learn from 
each other, sharing the best practices and proving collective 
reliability for addressing hemispheric maritime challenges." 

The Oliver Hazard Perry-class frigate USS Underwood 
(FFG 36) is representing the U.S. Navy during UNITAS PAC. 
Underwood's commanding officer, executive officer and 
command master chief also attended the ceremony. 

UNITAS will include live-fire exercises, a drone exercise, 
nighttime ship evolutions, tactical maneuvering, maritime 
interdiction operations, flight operations among other events 
and joint operations. 

"I hope everyone leaves here at the end of UNITAS 
having learned something new from one another," said Van 
Wagoner. "I hope we exchange experiences and gain new 
perspectives on each other's cultures and people. We are here 
today because we are professional mariners and on the seas we 
will share our operational capabilities and enhance 
communications training in dynamic, real-time environments. 
In today's world, these skills are what will provide joint 
security and stability in our hemisphere." 

Underwood Sailors Play Soccer With Partner Nation 
Sailors 

(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 15 MAY 12) Mass 
Communication Specialist Seaman Frank J. Pikul, Southern 
Seas 2012 Public Affairs 

CALLAO, Peru -- Sailors from Oliver Hazard Perry-class 
guided-missile frigate USS Underwood participated in a 
soccer match and barbecue with Sailors from foreign navies 
during UNITAS Pacific (PAC) at Callao Naval Base, May 14. 

The event was organized to bring Sailors from the 
different navies together to interact with each other to build 
friendships and foster good will between them. 

"We were here today to see what Sailors from other 
navies are like and to develop a better relationship with these 
other navies through sports and food," said Fire Controlman 
3rd Class Kevin Wilson, assigned to Underwood. 

Sailors from the United States, Peru, Chile, Colombia, 
and Mexico participated in the event. 

"I like to hear about different places and where fellow 
Sailors are from," said Armory Mate 2nd Class Allen Angulo, 
a Peruvian Sailor. "I like the atmosphere surrounding this 
event. It gives us a chance to relax and get to know each 
other." 

The day concluded with an awards ceremony with medals 
presented to the top two teams. The team representing 
Underwood won first place and received gold medals. 

"It felt good to win, but more importantly I believe that 
soccer is a world sport that brings everyone together, no 
matter what kind of differences people have in other 
countries," said Wilson. 

After the awards ceremony, the Sailors enjoyed a 
barbecue of roast pig and had the opportunity to get to know 
one another. 

"I felt like I made a difference in other Sailors' lives by 
participating in this event, and it was an opportunity to 
exchange cultures with each other," said Electrician's Mate 3rd 
Class Stephen McGiverin. "I really think it helps relations 
with these countries." 

Underwood is participating in UNITAS Pacific as part of 
Southern Seas 2012, an annual deployment to Central and 
South America and the Caribbean. 
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8. Phoenix Express 2012 Continues Multinational Training 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 15 MAY 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Caitlin Conroy, Commander, U.S. Naval Forces 
Europe-Africa/U.S. 6th Fleet Public Affairs 

SOUDA BAY, Crete -- Sailors assigned to guided-missile 
frigate USS Simpson (FFG 56) participated in a multinational 
training exercise aboard the Hellenic navy training ship Aris at 
the NATO Maritime Interdiction Operations Training Center 
(NMIOTC) in support of exercise Phoenix Express 2012 
(PE12) in Souda Bay, Crete, May 12. 

The training included boarding procedures, proper 
weapons handling, and engaging compliant and non-compliant 
ships. It also gave the multinational service members the 
opportunity to train with other countries and learn to work 
together. 

Working together in an environment where security 
forces come from many different nations and backgrounds 
means the instructors had to make sure the participants were at 
the same capability level in order to properly function as a 
team during the training. 

"This training is important because these are the basics," 
said Senior Chief Fire Controlman Allen Bylls, a Simpson 
boarding team member. "You want to do this in a controlled 

training environment so you can get the fundamentals down 
before you go out into a real world situation." 

The combined training also helps service members 
identify and overcome potential obstacles that could get in the 
way of the team's performance. 

"One of the biggest obstacles we encountered was the 
language barrier," said U.S. Marine Corps Sgt. Brenton Paulk, 
a staff instructor from Rota, Spain. "It's something we are 
learning to overcome during our training and I think learning 
how to interact with other nations will be helpful during real-
world maritime interdiction operation." 

PE12, a multinational maritime exercise between 
Southern European, North African and U.S. Naval forces, is 
designed to improve cooperation among participating nations 
and help increase safety and security in the Mediterranean 
Sea. 

Participants and observers in PE12 include Algeria, 
Croatia, Egypt, Greece, Italy, Libya, Morocco, Spain, Tunisia, 
Turkey and United States. 

Return to Index 
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GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
9. China's Fishermen Charge Enemy Lines 
(ASIA TIMES ONLINE 16 MAY 12) ... Jens Kastner 

TAIPEI - Media headlines containing the term "Chinese 
fishing boats" and their crew are popping up at ever-shorter 
intervals. In waters in which China has sovereignty disputes, 
they have rammed foreign patrol boats, stabbed to death a 
coast guard official and challenged navy gunboats. 

According to Beijing's narrative, these daring men simply 
eke out their living where they are supposed to. However, 
China's neighbors see the fishermen's actions as low-intensity 
warfare. 

For a long time after the Chinese civil war in the late 
1940s, fishing boats operating from China's shores were 
assigned bizarre roles in the political realm. After their retreat 
to Taiwan in 1949, Kuomintang (KMT) forces rounded them 
up and loaded them onto huge amphibious assault ships, only 
to bombard them with anti-communist propaganda and gifts 
before their release. 

In the mid-1990s, when the People's Liberation Army 
(PLA) prepared to invade Taiwan once the island sought 
independence, China began honing an "integrated dual-use 
national system," which ensured that civilian resources of 
many kinds could be rapidly mobilized to support military 
operations in wartime. 

Huge swarms of fishing boats played a prominent role in 
this system as they were destined to harass the Taiwanese 
coastal defense forces in the opening days of any conflict and 
subsequently to carry PLA invasion forces to the island. That 
such tactics were practiced in large-scale rehearsals became 
evident in 2002 when Chinese state media reported that 
several thousand small fishing vessels based in Fujian and 
Zhejiang held sea-crossing drills. 

But in recent years, the fishing boats took on targets other 
than Taiwan. In September 2010, a Chinese trawler in 
disputed waters in the East China Sea collided with Japanese 
Coast Guard patrol boats, resulting in a major diplomatic 
dispute between Beijing and Tokyo. 

In December 2011, a South Korean Coast Guard sergeant 
was fatally stabbed by a Chinese fisherman during a raid on 
trawlers in waters in the Yellow Sea, where, according to 
Beijing, China and South Korea had not yet agreed on the 
demarcation of Korea's exclusive economic zone. 

In early April, eight Chinese fishing boats were detected 
by the Philippine navy anchoring off the disputed Scarborough 
Shoal, which China calls Huangyan Island, in the South China 
Sea, leading to an ongoing high-profile sovereignty standoff 
between Beijing and Manila that is unprecedented in its 
intensity. "They are [...] bringing in all these fishing boats and 
all we can do is resort to diplomacy," Philippine regional 
military spokesman Major Loel Egos was recently quoted by 
Agence France-Presse as saying. 

Although an odd tactic at first glance, the mobilization of 
civilian assets is a plausible option Beijing can use to enforce 
its claims on waters that are believed to hold enormous 
reserves of oil and natural gas. The Philippines is already 
having international energy companies explore for oil and gas 
deposits off its coast, and as soon as those begun pumping, it 
was plain theft of China's resources from Beijing's 
perspective. 

China has the choice between relinquishing its claims and 
open warfare, the latter option of which possibly endangering 
China's economic miracle; or it alternatively finds a way to 
scare ExxonMobil, BP, Chevron, Petronas and their likes 
away from the region for the time being. 

By creating - and maintaining - tensions with the help of 
fishing boats and semi-military surveillance vessels, as 
opposed to employing PLA Navy assets, Beijing makes 
Washington feel it does not have an obligation to directly 
intervene, while at the same time keeping the media focus on 
the spots, which in turn does a fine job in spooking would-be 
investors. 

That this strategy of Beijing's is somewhat successful can 
hardly be doubted: tensions between China and the Philippines 
in the South China Sea's gas-rich Reed Bank that erupted last 
year almost halted the work in the area of Forum Energy, a 
unit of the Philippines' Philex Petroleum Corp, and in late 
April, amid the current stand-off, the Philippine government 
again acknowledged that China's claims might affect Forum 
Energy's operations. 

Bringing the recent actions involving an ever-greater 
number of Chinese fishing boats more into this context is the 
matter that Manila is expected to award exploration contracts 
in July for 15 other oil and gas fields, two of which are in 
areas contested by China. 

But it is not only for the role of a scarecrow that the 
fishing boats come in handy; on the domestic political front 
they are of good use to the Chinese leadership. 

After the supposedly accidental bombing of the Chinese 
Embassy in Yugoslavia in 1999 by United States and North 
Atlantic Treaty Organization forces, the latest Chinese state 
media has turned to portraying China as the world's most 
besieged underdog, thereby fanning nationalism and 
strengthening loyalty to the leadership. And if the country's 
TV screens are now bombarded with footage showing U.S.-
backed rifle-waving Philippine marines rounding up humbly-
dressed Chinese fishermen against the backdrop of a 
Philippine Navy gunboat, this effect is certainly cemented. 

"All the Chinese fishermen involved are from the 
country's southern Hainan province, and they are currently all 
safe and emotionally stable," China's official news agency 
Xinhua assured the public after law-enforcement ships 
shielded the crews from the heavily-armed Filipinos. 

Asked by Asia Times Online, analysts agreed that the 
fishermen have objectives other than catching fish. 

"In order to enforce its claims, the Chinese government 
has to take actions, such as the dispatching those fishing boats 
to disputed territorial waters, as well as their guarding," said 
Arthur Ding, a research fellow at the China Politics Division 
at Taiwan's National Chengchi University. 

"Those fishermen may not be militarily trained, but 
compensation from Chinese authorities [for losses of boats, 
injuries, detention by foreign countries, etc] will be 
inevitable." 

John F Copper, a professor of international studies at 
Rhodes College in Memphis, Tennessee, does not doubt that 
the men are given concrete assignments by the Chinese 
government, or at least are encouraged in their actions. 
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"There is little chance they are fishing in disputed waters 
or where they may provoke Japan, South Korea or the 
Philippines on their own," Copper said, adding that China 
wished to display its economic and military clout, especially 
to Japan, while the issues of sea lanes and oil may be at play 
as well. 

"Also, making claims to territory conforms with the 
growth of Chinese nationalism, which the PLA has been and is 
successfully using to its advantage." 

Lai I-chung, a researcher at the Taiwan Thinktank, agreed 
that the fishermen clearly had military or paramilitary 
connections. He listed several indicators. 

"Every Chinese fishing boat needs to report to authorities 
where it's about to go before sailing out to sea," Lai said. 

According to him, this explains why vessels belonging to the 
PLA Navy or other official boats were able to appear at the 
scene suspiciously quickly in a number of incidents. 

Lai said that in the 2010 East China Sea collision with 
Japan's Coast Guard ships, the fishing boat involved appeared 
to have carried equipment that pointed to military use. He 
pointed out that China had a long history of employing fishing 
boats and disguising official ships as such while executing 
low-intensity warfare missions. 

"Basically, no ordinary Chinese fishermen would sail into 
hotly-disputed waters knowing they could lose all their 
earnings if they were not sure that their government would 
definitely come to their aid," Lai concluded. 

Return to Index 
 

10. U.S. Skeptical Of Seoul's Longer-Range Missile Ambition: Ex-Official 
(YONHAP NEWS AGENCY (S KOREA) 15 MAY 12) ... Lee Chi-dong 

WASHINGTON -- The United States is skeptical of 
South Korea's push to extend its ballistic missile range, 
according to a former top Pentagon official. 

Michele Flournoy, who served as under secretary of 
defense for policy until February, emphasized that countering 
North Korea's missile threats is a matter to be handled from 
the perspective of the alliance. 

"We should approach that as a problem for the alliance. 
We should look at not only what capabilities does South 
Korea need but also what capabilities do we as an alliance 
need," she told Yonhap News Agency after a forum Tuesday 
on U.S. defense strategy at the American Enterprise Institute. 

Flournoy, who while in office took part in a sensitive 
discussion with Seoul on that matter, said South Korea can 
explore ways to maximize the effect of the alliance before 
using its resources to build its own extended-range missile 
system. 

"We have such a close alliance, and political commitment 
is so rock-solid," she said. "I think that there are better ways to 
solve the problem." 

South Korea is prohibited from developing ballistic 
missiles with a range of more than 186 miles under a 2001 
deal with the U.S. 

Seoul has been seeking to develop longer-range missiles 
in order to cover all of North Korea, which is armed with 
missiles of various ranges. 

President Lee Myung-bak has said that South Korea needs 
to advance its ballistic missile capability. 

On the Pentagon's budget cuts and pivot towards Asia, 
Flournoy said there will be no major change in its policy on 
the Korean Peninsula. 

"This is adding an additional dimension which now make 
us more active in Southeast Asia and the Indian Ocean," she 
said. 

She added the alliance with South Korea will remain a 
cornerstone of U.S. defense strategy. 

Flournoy, now a member of the board of directors of the 
Center for a New American Security, was the highest-ranking 
female official at the Pentagon. 

Some say she may become the secretary of defense if 
President Barack Obama is re-elected. She refused to 
comment on that possibility. 
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11. Defence Minister Witnesses Naval Exercise, Says Safety Is "Top Priority" 
(CHANNEL NEWS ASIA 15 MAY 12) ... Adeline Tan 

SINGAPORE -- The Singapore Armed Forces has ended 
its five-day training halt, after an NS serviceman died last 
Friday in a jeep accident. 

Witnessing a fleet exercise by the Singapore navy in the 
South China Sea on Tuesday, Defence Minister Ng Eng Hen 
says training safety remains a "top priority." 

The week-long exercise is aimed at integrating the 
Republic of Singapore Navy's helicopters with the frigates. 

It underscored the navy's ability to operate as an 
integrated task group within the SAF integrated knowledge-
based command and control network. 

The exercise also marked the navy's achievement of full 
operational capability for the naval helicopters. 

Dr Ng also went on board the Victory-Class Missile 
Corvette (MCV) RSS Valiant where he was briefed on the 
ScanEagle Unmanned Aerial Vehicle system that was 

acquired as part of the MCV upgrade programme to enhance 
its air surveillance capabilities. 

He said the SAF's ability to integrate new and existing 
platforms means significant improvements in overall fighting 
capabilities. 

Dr Ng said: "The RSN has used this opportunity to have 
our naval helicopters achieved its full operating capability. I 
am happy to report that they have achieved it. It strengthened 
us substantially, the naval ships have helicopters as part of 
their operations and it gives them the extended reach, to be 
able to protect themselves against submarines and against 
other surface threats." 

He also reiterated the SAF's commitment to safety. 
Dr Ng said: "We have many safety regulations and we'll 

make sure that all of them are carried out, but individual 
protection is key, so the only way that we're going to have a 
completely safe record is if everyone up and down the 
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command chain including the last man, our rank and file, 
follow these safety instructions. If you want to train well, we 

have to make sure that we protect each other, so I would say 
safety is everyone's concern, it's the SAF's top priority." 
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12. Pak Navy Ship PNS AZMAT Arrives At Port Kuantan Today 
(SOUTH ASIAN NEWS AGENCY (PAKISTAN) 15 MAY 12) 

In line with great maritime traditions and to further 
strengthen the existing fraternal relations, Pakistan Navy Ship 
AZMAT on her maiden voyage to Pakistan is visiting 
Kuantan, Malaysia from Today (Thursday) to 19 May 2012. 

PNS AZMAT is the first of AZMAT class Fast Attack 
(Missile) ship which has been constructed recently in China. 
The craft is fitted with state of the art weapons and sensors 
and is fully equipped to counter challenges faced by Pakistan 
Navy at sea, said Defence Advisor to Pakistan in Malaysia 
Commodore Zahid Akram. 

The High Commissioner for Pakistan in Malaysia, Mr. 
Masood Khalid has welcomed the visit as Pakistan and 
Malaysia are two brotherly Muslim countries enjoying cordial 
relations. People of the two countries share historical ties and 
common views on various regional and international issues. In 
addition, the navies of the two countries have very close 
cooperation in the field of training as well as on various other 
facets of naval warfare. 

The two countries have a long history of cooperation at all 
levels and the brotherly ties between the two nations will 

continue to flourish. Pakistan Navy has participated in LIMA 
exhibitions since its inception in late 1990s and similarly 
Royal Malaysian Navy has participated in maritime exercise 
like AMAN organized by Pakistan Navy which is a clear 
manifestation of strong bonds that two navies share. 

In addressing the challenges of today’s maritime 
environment, constructive engagement is indispensable to 
counter the individual and collective challenges. Constructive 
Engagement by regional and extra regional navies enables 
sharing of operational and doctrinal expertise, generation of 
interoperability and the enhancement of Maritime Domain 
Awareness (MDA). Coupled with these, progressive capacity 
building of the littoral states can transform their security 
related fragility into self sufficiency. 

The visit of PNS AZMAT to Malaysia will further 
strengthen the brotherly ties between Pakistan and Malaysia 
and will open the doors for continued cooperation between the 
two navies. 
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13. Toughening Its Stand, European Union Sends Forces To Strike Somali Pirate Base 
(NEW YORK TIMES 16 MAY 12) ... Jeffrey Gettleman 

NAIROBI, Kenya — The European Union, which had 
vowed to take a tougher stand against the scourge of Somali 
piracy, took the fight to the pirates’ home base for the first 
time on Tuesday, destroying several of their signature 
fiberglass skiffs as they lay on the beach in a notorious pirate 
den. 

The Europeans struck via combat helicopter, with forces 
never actually landing in Somalia, and European officials said 
it was likely that there would be more strikes in the future. 
“This is a fantastic opportunity,” said Lt. Cmdr. Jacqueline 
Sherriff, a spokeswoman for the European Union’s antipiracy 
force. “What we want to do is make life more difficult for 
these guys.” 

European officials said that only one helicopter carried 
out the assault. But residents reached by telephone in 
Xarardheere, the pirate den that was attacked, said that more 
than one helicopter was involved. Some residents spoke of the 
deep unease they felt over the past few days as aircraft 
believed to be European spy planes buzzed over town and 
patrol boats spied from offshore, apparently in preparation for 
the raid. 

“Two nights ago, they came with small speedboats to the 
seashore of the town, but they went back without shooting,” 
one resident said. Another spoke of the early-morning raid and 
of having his livelihood interrupted: “We were preparing to go 
in the sea for fishing last night, but we heard the noises of 
helicopters moving upstairs in our sky.” Both residents said 
they were too frightened to give their names. 

Residents also said the European helicopter attack that 
strafed the pirate skiffs, which the pirates call their hunting 
boats, destroyed several old-fashioned Arab dhows, wooden 

sailboats sometimes used by the pirates to ferry supplies to 
captured ships. 

In March, the European Union toughened its antipiracy 
mandate to allow forces patrolling the Indian Ocean to attack 
bases on Somali land. Before that, the forces were allowed to 
pursue pirates only at sea. The mandate is explicit, though, 
that the European forces are not supposed to step ashore. A 
statement from the European Union emphasized that “at no 
point did E.U. Naval Force ‘boots’ go ashore.” 

European Union officials said no one was wounded in the 
attack. A pirate interviewed on Tuesday said the pirates had 
heard helicopters coming and had run away. 

Somali pirates have hijacked hundreds of ships in the past 
few years, everything from a sailboat skippered by a retired 
British couple and rusty fishing trawlers to a 1,000-foot 
supertanker owned by the Saudi government. The pirates have 
netted hundreds of millions of dollars from the hijackings, 
money that they often reinvest in weapons and men. Recently, 
they have attacked ships as far away as Sri Lanka, more than 
2,000 miles from home. 

Their standard operating procedure is to swarm a vessel 
with a bevy of skiffs, each packed with armed men; gain 
control of the ship; steer it back to a pirate base like 
Xarardheere; and then demand a ransom from the ship’s 
owner, the families of the crew or both. 

Often the ransom money literally falls from the sky. The 
favored way of making payment these days is to drop a brick 
of shrink-wrapped cash from a small plane and let it drift 
down by parachute to the pirates. 
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Because so much of Somalia is lawless, the pirate gangs 
have dozens of hiding places where they can hold hostages 
with impunity. 

But this year the piracy business seems to have taken a 
hit. Though Somali pirates are still holding about a dozen 
vessels and several hundred crew members, that figure is 
sharply reduced from a few years ago, when the pirates had 
dozens of captured ships under their control and nearly 1,000 
seamen to ransom. 

The combination of strengthened foreign naval patrols, an 
increase in prosecutions and some progress toward a stable 
Somali government appears to be hurting the ability of the 
pirates to operate. Somalia has languished without a 
functioning central government for more than 20 years, though 
in recent months the transitional government seems to have 
been gaining momentum and doing a better job of controlling 
at least the capital, Mogadishu. 

Somali officials commended the raid, saying they had 
given the Europeans approval to take whatever measures 
necessary to stamp out the pirates. 

Recent studies indicate that with all the insurance 
increases and protective measures, Somali pirates are now 
costing the world more than $5 billion each year. 

It was not clear how the pirates would respond to having 
the tools of their trade destroyed. They possess dozens, if not 
hundreds, of boats, and European officials estimated that they 
destroyed only five on Tuesday. 

In the past, when pirates have been raided by Navy Seals 
or attacked at sea, they usually did not retaliate against 
hostages, because keeping hostages safe and in relatively good 
condition is the key to big ransoms. Still, one pirate said on 
Tuesday, “we will try to stop this kind of attack from the deep 
Indian Ocean by any means.” 
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14. Spanish Navy Plans Strait Exercise 
(GIBRALTAR CHRONICLE 15 MAY 2012) 

The Spanish Navy will be involved in a 10-day exercise 
along the Spanish coastline, including in the Strait of 
Gibraltar. 

The exercise, which is called FLOTEX/MARSEC-12 and 
began yesterday, also involves vessels from the Guardia Civil, 
Spanish customs, fisheries protection, the Red Cross and the 
Spanish maritime rescue service, Salvamento Maritimo. 

A total of 11 navy ships and 800 personnel will take part 
in exercise scenarios stretching from Barcelona in the north to 
the Canaries in the south. 

The exercise is designed to test the manner in which the 
navy and civilian agencies work together on key roles 
including fighting drug trafficking and illegal migration, and 
well as maritime rescue. 

The exercise will be monitored by observers from NATO 
allies and from other countries that work closely with Spain, 
particularly in the Mediterranean region. 

This includes non-NATO members of the Alliance’s 
Mediterranean Dialogue initiative, which include Morocco 
and other north African and regional countries. 
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15. Portuguese Navy Vessels Remain Dockside Due To High Cost Of Fuel 
500-million-Euro Submarine Stopped To Save Fuel 
(LISBON PUBLICO (PORTUGAL) 15 MAY 12) 

The "Trident," the navy's 209-PN submarine that the 
Portuguese government bought for approximately 500 million 
euros, has been standing still for longer periods than it has 
been in operations. The navy does not have money to pay for 
the rising cost of fuels and it has reduced the number of hours 
the submarine and other resources are out at sea. The cuts 
involve the other branches of the armed forces, confirmed 
Aguiar-Branco's ministry. 

"A readjustment has in fact been made when military 
exercises are carried out involving the use of fuels," the 
Ministry of Defense acknowledged to Correio da Manha, 
which in its Monday [ 14 May] edition suggests that the 
increase in the price of fuels, associated with the crisis, is 
provoking "operational limitations in the Portuguese armed 
forces." 

Like the navy, the other two branches of the armed forces 
are reducing their operations. The air force is "flying the F-16 
airplane for a minimum number of hours" and the army has 
restricted "military exercises with Pandur armored vehicles," 
the same daily newspaper reports. 

Armed forces budget cuts totaling 244 million euros are at 
the root of these reductions. The Ministry of Defense, headed 
by Jose Pedro Aguiar-Branco, explains that a readjustment 
was made in military operations due "to the budget restrictions 
the country is going through" as well as the increase in the 
price of fuels. 

The ministry acknowledges that "the three branches have 
favored and reinforced those exercises that involve less 
logistical resources" but it maintains that the air force, army 
and navy maintain "the readiness levels necessary to carry out 
operations." 

The "Trident" was the first [of two] submarines purchased 
from Germany's Ferrostaal consortium in 2004 to go into 
service with the navy. In addition to the "Trident," which 
arrived in August 2010 in Portugal, the navy has also relied on 
the "Arpao" [Harpoon] since last year. Together, they cost 
approximately one billion euros. 

The submarine uses three kinds of fuels -- diesel, 
hydrogen and liquid oxygen -- at a cost too high for the navy's 
current financial resources. The ministry accepts that "the 
submarine and frigates are sailing less." 
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PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
16. FY-13 Chief's Board Package Deadline Approaches 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 15 MAY 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Andrea Perez, Navy Personnel Command Public 
Affairs 

MILLINGTON, Tenn. -- Sailors who have submitted a 
board package to the Fiscal Year 2013 (FY-13) Chief Petty 
Officer (CPO) Selection Board can confirm its receipt at Navy 
Personnel Command (NPC) by clicking on the "Selection 
Board Status" link on www.npc.navy.mil, officials said May 
14. 

Per NAVADMIN 349/11, the selection board will review 
the Official Military Personal File (OMPF) of all candidates. 
If documents are missing from a candidate's OMPF, they may 
submit those documents, along with a cover letter to the 
selection board president, to be reviewed by the board. 

"Last year, the Customer Service Center (CSC) received 
more than 16,000 packages for the chief petty officer board," 
said Greg Moody, deputy director of customer relations 
management, NPC. "So far this year, we have only received 
about 900." 

Packages submitted to the active-duty CPO board must be 
received by the NPC CSC by June 4. According to 
NAVADMIN 108/12, packages submitted by Reservists for 
the FY-13 Selected Reserve CPO Selection Board must be 
received by NPC's CSC no later than July 9. 

"Sailors need to make sure they send a cover letter, don't 
send classified documents and that each document in their 
package is marked with their full social security number," said 
Moody. "And please don't wait until the last minute to send in 
your package." 

NAVADMIN 349/11 provides guidance and mailing 
information for those who wish to submit a package. 

Documents reviewed by the CPO board can include: 

 Procurement, enlistment/reenlistment data; 

 Navy Enlisted Classifications and Warfare 
Designations; 

 Evaluations and Fitness Reports; 

 Administrative remarks; 

 Training and education; 

 Decorations, medals, and awards. 

Letters sent to a selection board for consideration will not 
be added to a service member's OMPF permanently. 
BUPERSINST 1070.27 outlines all items that should or 
should not be submitted by service members and how to 
submit those documents. 

The FY-13 Active CPO Selection Board is scheduled to 
convene June 18. The active duty CPO selection board is the 
largest selection board conducted in the Navy. The board 
typically lasts five weeks, with results forwarded to the Chief 
of Naval Personnel for final approval. 

The FY-13 Reserve CPO Selection Board is scheduled to 
convene July 23. 

For more information, visit the NPC Selection Boards 
Web Page at http://www.public.navy.mil/BUPERS-
NPC/BOARDS/Pages/default.aspx or call the NPC CSC at 1-
866-U-ASK-NPC. 
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17. Undersea Warriors, Undersea Medicine: The Future Force 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 15 MAY 12) ... Dave Smalley, Office of Naval Research 

ARLINGTON, Va. -- U.S. Navy divers take on dangerous 
tasks every day-and starting this week, they will be part of a 
multinational effort near Estonia to help clear the Baltic Sea of 
underwater mines left over from as long ago as the First and 
Second World Wars. 

"Open Spirit" will be among the biggest naval exercises in 
the Baltic Sea this year, where more than 150,000 naval mines 
were planted during the two world wars. It is all part of a day's 
work for U.S. Navy divers, who in addition to hazardous 
missions face natural perils like oxygen toxicity and 
decompression sickness every day. 

A video, released May 15, highlights how Office of Naval 
Research (ONR) scientists are working with medical experts 
to protect America's undersea warriors. 

The field is called Undersea Medicine-and it is designated 
a National Naval Responsibility by the Chief of Naval 
Research. Viewers can get an inside look at this world of the 
deep in "Protecting Navy Divers: The Undersea Medicine 
Solution" - a look at the groundbreaking work being done by 
the divers beneath the waves, and the scientists improving 
their ability to perform missions. 

"There is no such thing as a pure 100 percent safe dive," 
said Cmdr. Matthew Swiergosz, a program manager with 
ONR. "Navy divers take on jobs that are extraordinarily 

dangerous, and they do them with a poise and professionalism 
that would inspire every American who could see it." 

Continued domination of the undersea domain, officials 
say, is a vital component of national security. 

"The Earth is mostly water," said Swiergosz. "Most 
people live within a handful of miles of our oceans, seas, 
rivers. So any military force that's supposed to provide 
national security must have underwater capabilities." 

The new video offers viewers unique insights into the 
hazards that await divers and the progress made to lessen the 
dangers. 

Around the globe, ONR scientists continue the fight, with 
historic advances against natural perils in the deep. In addition 
to ongoing diving operations like Open Spirit with allied 
nations, a new joint research effort specifically in diving 
medicine was just announced between the U.S. Navy and the 
Vietnam People's navy. 

"What has been great about ONR is the ability to have the 
vision to see years into the future," said Dr. Michael Qin, an 
ONR-supported research scientist who is featured in the video. 

A Navy diver puts it even more succinctly. 
"Without undersea medicine, we would still be in the 

stone age when it comes to underwater operations," said Chief 
Warrant Officer 3 and diver John Theriot. 

View Clip (RT: 9:37) 
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18. Medical Suit Trains Corpsmen How To Save Lives 
Military Corpsmen Using Strategic Operations 'Cut Suit' During Training 
(KGTV ABC SAN DIEGO 15 MAY 12) ... Joe Little 

SAN DIEGO -- A San Diego television and movie studio 
has invented a new medical tool that could help military 
corpsmen save lives on the battlefield. 

Strategic Operations in Kearny Mesa, which is located on 
the Stu Segall Studio lot, has created the "Human Worn Partial 
Task Surgical Simulator." They call it the "Cut Suit" for short. 

"Basically… it's a device that fits over a human being," 
said Kit Lavell, the executive vice president for Strategic 
Operations. 

The Cut Suit is a rubber-like outfit torso that an actor can 
wear. The torso contains organs, bones and blood. 

"They could be sutured," said Lavell. "They could be 
stapled. The skin is very realistic when you touch it." 

Corpsmen can perform actual medical procedures on the 
actor wearing the Cut Suit. On Tuesday, 10News was allowed 
to watch as Navy and Marine corpsmen were put through a 
simulated insurgent attack in a mock Afghanistan village at 
Strategic Operations. Rocket propelled grenades were 

launched. Rifles were filed. The actors were "injured" and the 
corpsmen cared for them. 

"It adds a level of realism that is going to help these 
corpsmen out in the future," said USN Chief Chad McFall. 

The real war simulation created the stress levels needed to 
simulate the actual battlefield conditions the corpsmen will be 
working in. 

"We try to give them the same sense of urgency and the 
same fear," said McFall. 

Navy Corpsman Jeremy Money said, "If I can get stressed 
out enough and be able to perform under high amounts of 
stress when my heart rate's going about 220 out there, I'll be 
able to do the same thing. Just go back to the basics." 

The Cut Suit can be reused over and over again. It costs 
the military less than $1,000 a day to practice with the suit, the 
blood and the actor. 

View Clip (RT: 2:12) 
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19. Naval Academy Midshipmen Face Tough Endurance Training In Sea Trials 
Annual daylong exercise challenges plebes 
(BALTIMORE SUN 15 MAY 12) ... Andrea F. Siegel 

They crawled through muddy trenches. They did sit-ups 
in the Severn River. They performed a mock evacuation of an 
injured pilot. And they kept on going. 

Midshipmen completing their first year at the Naval 
Academy endured the rigorous 14-hour Sea Trials on Tuesday. 
The annual training exercise put the approximately 1,000 
plebes through 30 challenging events from predawn darkness 
through late afternoon. 

"One, two, three, 10," hollered plebes of the 10th 
Company as they counted squats in the water before flopping 
backward with a roar. 

The Annapolis military academy's training exercise is 
modeled after the Marine Corps' Crucible and Navy's Battle 
Stations programs. A culminating event of plebe, or first, year, 
it's designed to challenge the mids physically as well as 
mentally while reinforcing their teamwork and strengthening 
their bond as a class. 

"This represents the transformation from civilian to 
potential military officer," said Midshipman 1st Class, or 
senior, Barrett Moorhouse, commander of the Sea Trials. "It is 
a transition to upper-class midshipmen. They have proven 
themselves." 

And they did it in obstacle courses, one-on-one combat, 
paintball, relays, team strength, fitness and more. The "Iron 
Company," or company with the highest score, will go first in 
the Herndon Monument climb, the traditional effort to reach 
the top of the greased obelisk, which will take place next 
Tuesday. The 28th Company was announced late Tuesday as 
the winner. 

As traditions go, Sea Trials is a young one, begun in 
1998. 

Among the exercises was slogging through a shallow 
muddy trench that was topped with barbed wire, making it 

crucial for participants to drag through it on their bellies or 
backs. 

"I didn't expect it to be quite that rocky," Lucas 
Papadakis, a plebe from Anacortes, Wash., said after he stood 
up, his entire front soggy with sand and mud. He'd be jumping 
into the river in a minute for water exercises. With only a few 
hours remaining, he said, "I feel great" — despite having 
vomited early on, as his belt was too tight. 

With about two hours left, about 25 participants had 
sought medical attention, though none had serious injuries, 
officials said. 

Plebes said that after months of training, they were tired 
but energized, and figured they'd have dinner — a barbecue 
was planned — and then promptly fall asleep. 

Mids went two by two through an obstacle course in 
which the program was changed to have plebes going under 
most logs instead of jumping onto and over them because the 
wood was slippery from early morning rain. "Help him," 
shouted upperclassmen, who run the Sea Trials, to a plebe 
whose colleague was having a tough time hefting himself over 
the highest timber. There was no rest for the weary as they 
finished the course's rope climb: "The Tunnel of Love," in 
which plebe after plebe slithered through the mud beneath a 
lineup of fellow plebes whose arched bodies formed a tunnel, 
followed. 

Meghan Ford, who hails from outside Lowell, Mass., 
emerged from it with dirt layered on her blue camouflage 
clothing. She pushed hair off her face with a filthy hand, ready 
to jog to the next exercise. 

How would her mother respond if she saw her like that? 
Said Ford: "She'd probably say, 'I'm proud of you.'" 
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20. Program Offers Paid Training For Unemployed Veterans 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 15 MAY 12) ... Karen Parrish 

WASHINGTON – Unemployed veterans ages 35 to 60 
can apply for up to 12 months of paid training through a new 
program sponsored by the Departments of Labor and Veterans 
Affairs. 

VA officials said the population the Veterans Retraining 
Assistance Program will serve is particularly in need. Of about 
900,000 U.S. veterans who are unemployed, nearly two-thirds 
are between 35 and 60, according to the Labor Department. 

The program, which began today, provides 12 months of 
training assistance equal to the monthly full-time payment rate 
under the Montgomery GI Bill-Active Duty program, which 
currently pays $1,473 per month. 

Participants must be enrolled in a community college or 
technical school program approved for VA benefits. The 
program must lead to an associate degree, non-college degree 
or certificate. 

To qualify, a veteran also must: 

 Be unemployed on the day of application; 

 Have a discharge that is not dishonorable; 

 Not be eligible for any other VA education benefit 
program, such as the Post-9/11 GI Bill or 
Montgomery GI Bill; 

 Not receive VA compensation for being 
unemployable; 

 Not be enrolled in a federal or state job training 
program; and 

 Pursue a program that leads to employment in one of 
210 occupations the Labor Department designates as 
high-demand. 

The list of occupations, available on the VA website, 
includes jobs in construction, machine operation, 
transportation, preschool education, health care and many 
other fields. 

The program will fund up to 45,000 participants between 
July 1 and Sept. 30, and an additional 54,000 participants from 
Oct. 1, 2012 through March 31, 2014. Labor officials said the 
department will offer employment assistance to every veteran 
who completes the program. 

The retraining program is funded under the VOW to Hire 
Heroes Act of 2011. The law expanded education and training 
for veterans, strengthened the Transition Assistance Program 
for service members returning to civilian life, and provides tax 
credits for employers who hire unemployed or disabled 
veterans. 

Eligible veterans may call 800-827-1000 to learn more 
about the program, or visit the websites listed below. 

Related Sites: 
Veterans Retraining Assistance Program 
Veterans On-Line Application 
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21. Hearing To Address New School Restrictions 
(NAVY TIMES 15 MAY 12) ... Cid Standifer 

Congress is preparing to dive into President Obama’s 
executive order on schools receiving tuition assistance and GI 
Bill money — the details of which are still a mystery to some 
officials. 

The House Veterans’ Affairs Committee’s economic 
opportunity panel will hold a hearing Wednesday to discuss 
the executive order, featuring 12 witnesses from veterans 
advocacy groups, including the Student Veterans of America, 
as well as representatives of both non-profit and for-profit 
schools and the Veterans Affairs Department. 

The executive order, which Obama signed April 27, 
included several policies aimed at curbing deceptive recruiting 
and lending practices by some educational institutions, 
particularly for-profit schools. 

The order requires schools to provide incoming students 
with a customized “Know Before You Owe” data sheet 
detailing their loan options and expected debt when they 
graduate, as well as industry-wide data for comparison, and to 
alert eligible students that they can receive federal financial 
aid before offering them private loans that are often more 
expensive. 

The order also requires the Defense Department to create 
its own rules on how educational institutions can recruit on 
military installations, and tells the secretaries of defense and 
veterans affairs to create a centralized process for handling 
students’ complaints. 

Given the recent push to more thoroughly regulate 
schools that serve military students and veterans, Jim Sweizer, 
vice president of military programs for American Military 
University, said he was not surprised by the measures Obama 
laid out. 

“A lot of what you see in the executive order I think had 
been proposed in one way or another in different forms of 
legislation that some of our senators and congressmen were 
going to introduce anyway,” Sweizer said. “So quite frankly, 
we were not that shocked.” 

However, he said the executive order is ambiguous about 
how its provisions will be enforced. 

The executive order calls on DoD and VA to “reflect the 
principles described … in new agreements with educational 
institutions, to the extent practicable and permitted by law, 
concerning participation in the Yellow Ribbon Program … or 
the Tuition Assistance Program.” 

Sweizer suggested that DoD will likely incorporate the 
new executive order in the Memorandum of Understanding it 
now requires all schools receiving tuition assistance to sign. 
However, after some big-name institutions revolted against the 
initial MOU requirement last year, defense officials took the 
MOU back to the drawing board for tweaks. A new version is 
expected to be ready by late summer or early fall. 

The Pentagon has promised it will honor any MOUs that 
schools have already signed, but Sweizer said they might have 
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to make dramatic changes to the document in light of Obama’s 
order. 

The executive order also steps into a long-standing debate 
on how to measure educational completion and attainment for 
veterans and active-duty troops. Currently, few schools report 
graduation rates specifically for those groups; many argue that 
the number could be misleading, since non-traditional learners 
often take longer to complete a degree and often transfer 
between schools before finishing. 

The executive order requires the Pentagon, VA and 
Department of Education to develop metrics to track success 
for anyone receiving Post-9/11 GI Bill or Tuition Assistance 
benefits, and to make those statistics available on the College 
Navigator website. 

Despite some uncertainty surrounding the executive 
order, Jim Selbe, vice president of military operations at 
University of Maryland University College, one of the largest 
schools serving the military com,munity, said the new policies 
will likely do some good in protecting service members. 

However, he added that the emphasis on reporting 
continues what he sees as a troubling trend in the past decade. 

“There is some concern that the federal government 
continues to ask colleges and universities to assume the role of 
academic advisor or educational counselor in their effort to 
mitigate fraudulent enrollment,” Selbe said. “You’ve got 
uninformed consumers, and the federal government’s 
response, at least in the last couple years, has been to shift this 
responsibility to those same schools that they had expressed 
concern about.” 
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22. Navy Wives Offer Each Other Support 
(WCIV ABC CHARLESTON (SC) 15 MAY 12) ... Natalie Caula 

GOOSE CREEK, S.C. -- It's clear to see Celeste Winters 
loves her Navy husband as she wears a t-shirt that reads ‘I 
love my Sailor'. She says she's a proud wife in the complicated 
and stressful life of being a military spouse. 

"The fact that we don't have the name on our badge and 
we don't have all the ribbons and we don't have the rank, but 
we're as much in this as they are," she said. 

The pair was transferred to Charleston just three months 
ago shortly after they got married. The move included a brand 
new life for Winters riddled with new rules and new lingo. 

"It's a journey. It's almost like traveling to a foreign 
country, new language, different clothing, different part of the 
country," Antonio Wilber said. 

Wilber has been there and done that. Her marriage to a 
Sailor included moves to Hawaii and San Diego. Now, she's 
passing on what she's learned about leaving everything and 
everyone behind and starting a new life. 

"Now they're thrown in a home, taking care of a home, 
the average age of our spouses is 17-21, never been away from 
home before. So we're helping them," Wilber said. 

The Compass program started last month and includes 
guidance and information on benefits, rights, finance, 
deployment preparation and much more. 

"I balance the checkbook and I food shop and I make the 
minor repairs and I set up the car appointments and I do and I 
do and I do and I love it. I love my husband and I love being a 
supportive wife but there are times where we want to break 
down and we want to be sad and its great to have these women 
here as a support group," Winters said. 

The women are able to relate with each other and lean on 
each other for support. 

"To let them know they are not alone. We've all been 
through this. We understand and we do survive," Wilber said. 

View Clip (RT: 1:59) 
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23. House Lawmakers Seek Crackdown On Hazing 
(NAVY TIMES 15 MAY 12) ... Rick Maze 

House lawmakers will decide this week whether they trust 
the military to root out hazing by enacting its own new 
policies, or whether they will push their own ideas for reform. 

The 2013 defense authorization bill approved last week 
by the House Armed Services Committee gives the Defense 
Department one year to come up with strong policies and 
better training to reduce hazing incidents. It also calls for an 
annual report detailing alleged and substantiated hazing 
incidents, to include the race and gender of the victim and the 
person or people accused of hazing, and whether any 
disciplinary action was taken. 

This review is expected to include recommendations on 
whether the Uniform Code of Military Justice should be 
amended to include a specific hazing offense. Under current 
military criminal codes, a service member can be charged only 
with assault, cruelty, disobeying regulations, or other offenses 
stemming from a hazing incident. 

The bill also would require the services to use a common 
definition of hazing to reduce confusion about what is and is 
not acceptable conduct, and to make it easier to monitor and 
react to incidents. 

For some lawmakers, the changes don’t go far enough. 
Rep. Nydia Velazquez, D-N.Y., for example, wants the 

Defense Department to create a toll-free hotline so that service 
members can anonymously report hazing incidents without 
fear of reprisal. She also wants mandatory, annual briefings 
for every person in the military to make clear that hazing is 
not tolerated. 

Rep. Judy Chu, D-Calif., wants detailed annual reports on 
hazing incidents from the Defense Department and Coast 
Guard in addition to having the Government Accountability 
Office, the investigative arm of Congress, review the services’ 
policies for preventing and tracking hazing incidents, 
including in recruit and officer training schools, to judge 
whether policies are effective and consistent among the 
services. 

Velazquez and Chu have filed amendments with the 
House Rules Committee that they would like debated on the 
House floor later this week with the defense bill comes up for 
consideration. 

Sen. Kirsten Gillibrand, D-N.Y., announced Tuesday that 
she was introducing a Senate bill, in time to be considered as 
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the Senate begins work on its version of the annual defense 
policy bill. Her legislation would order a hazing database, 
make the services use a common definition of hazing, requires 
a review of military criminal offenses, sets up a way to 
anonymously report incidents, and improve prosecution of 
hazing by having new and joint policies for investigations and 
bringing charges. 

“No soldier should have to mentally or physically fear 
another soldier,” she said in a statement. “There is no room for 
discrimination and mistreatment in our military.” 

The hazing definition in the House bill is drawn from a 
1997 Defense Department memorandum. It says hazing is 
unauthorized conduct that “causes another member to suffer, 
or be exposed to, any activity which is cruel, abusive, 
humiliating, oppressive, demeaning, or harmful. Soliciting or 
coercing another person to perpetrate any such activity is also 
considered hazing.” 

It holds that hazing “need not involve physical contact.” 
Additionally, consent by the victim “does not eliminate 

the culpability of the perpetrator,” under the policy. 
Return to Index 
 

24. Supreme Court Rejects Case Of Former Sailor With Stress Disorder 
At War: Notes From the Front Lines 
(NEW YORK TIMES 14 MAY 12) ... David Nelson 

The Supreme Court on Monday rejected the petition of a 
former Navy corpsman who had received a court-martial in 
2010 for striking two superior noncommissioned officers 
while on duty. The former Sailor, Osborn Miranda, had argued 
that his guilty plea in the case was not valid because he 
suffered from both post-traumatic stress disorder and bipolar 
disorder. During the guilty-plea inquiry, a military judge did 
not delve into the disorders, thereby ignoring a possible 
defense or a limit of culpability, Mr. Miranda argued. 

The petition to the Supreme Court was being closely 
watched by lawyers who represent current service members 
and veterans because it related to guilty pleas from people 
who had post-traumatic stress disorder or bipolar disorder. The 
specific question presented to the court was: Are post-
traumatic stress disorder and bipolar disorder substantial 
issues that a military judge must consider before accepting a 
service member’s guilty plea, when those disorders may have 
contributed to the charged misconduct? 

A Supreme Court ruling on the issue might have been of 
particular interest in the case of Staff Sgt. Robert Bales, the 
soldier charged with murdering 17 Afghan villagers. Though 
Sergeant Bales has not pleaded guilty in the case, his lawyer 
has suggested that he may have been suffering from P.T.S.D. 
or some other disorder that might constitute a defense or limit 
his culpability. 

Although the Supreme Court denied Mr. Miranda’s 
petition for review, the issue presented in the case remains 
relevant and controversial. If a military defendant is suffering 
from P.T.S.D. or related symptoms, does that fact raise 
substantial questions of culpability that the judge must take 
into consideration, even if the defendant has pleaded guilty? 
And a corresponding question is whether military judges 
should be allowed to base a defendant’s mental responsibility 
on the results of tests that were designed hundreds of years 
ago for issues of legal insanity. Are those questions and their 
answers definitive in today’s environment of P.T.S.D., bipolar 
disorder and other disorders? 

If the Supreme Court had agreed to hear the case, it might 
have provided some guidance in answering these questions. 

Mr. Miranda, who was an E-3 in the Navy, pleaded guilty 
in 2010 to using disrespectful language toward a superior 
noncommissioned officer and striking two superior 
noncommissioned officers while they were in the execution of 
their offices. Before the trial, the court ordered an evaluation 
of Mr. Miranda’s mental competency and mental 
responsibility. The conclusions in the report submitted to the 

court were that he did not have a severe mental disease or 
defect, and that he was able to appreciate the nature and 
wrongfulness of his conduct in spite of his disorders. 

Additionally, the report said at the time of the trial that 
Mr. Miranda was not suffering from a mental disease or defect 
that would render him unable to understand the nature of the 
proceedings against him, or be unable to cooperate 
intelligently in his defense. An underlying issue in this case 
may be whether these possibly antiquated questions meant to 
cover an insanity defense are appropriate to judge mental 
responsibility with the heightened attention that P.T.S.D. and 
bipolar disorders have received during the last decade of war. 

On appeal of the case, Mr. Miranda submitted that the 
military judge abused his discretion in accepting the guilty 
plea by not asking during the guilty-plea inquiry about 
references during the trial to Mr. Miranda’s bipolar and post-
traumatic stress disorders and their possible effect on his 
ability to appreciate the wrongfulness of his acts. In essence, 
Mr. Miranda asserted that his guilty pleas were “improvident” 
under Article 45(a) of the Uniform Code of Military Justice. 

On Sept. 6, 2011, the United States Navy-Marine Corps 
Court of Criminal Appeals held that the military judge did not 
abuse his discretion by accepting Mr. Miranda’s guilty pleas, 
since the judge was not required to inquire into a possible 
mental responsibility defense. The United States Court of 
Appeals for the Armed Forces, or CAAF, agreed to review the 
case and summarily affirmed the decision of the Navy-Marine 
Corps Court of Criminal Appeals. That appellate decision of 
CAAF was what Mr. Miranda wanted the Supreme Court to 
review. In effect, the Navy-Marine Corps Court of Criminal 
Appeals and CAAF both agreed that the military trial judge 
acted appropriately. 

In a brief presented last week by the National Veterans 
Foundation, a summary of the argument to the Supreme Court 
on Page 2 says: 

“The Court of Appeals for the Armed Forces has upheld a 
military judge’s disregard of a service member’s evidence of 
post-traumatic stress disorder despite the fact that such 
evidence could negate that service member’s voluntary guilty 
plea. This precedent negates a positive trend on the issue of 
P.T.S.D., particularly the recent legal and societal recognition 
of service members who suffer from its terrible effects. The 
precedent set by CAAF, which will control how the military 
justice system will explore issues of PTSD at a guilty plea, 
should be reviewed by this court.” 
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The same brief on Page 11 asserts that “service-related 
disorders are relevant to a defendant’s capacity throughout a 
criminal proceeding. In cases of extreme service-related 
disorders, the veteran’s service may be relevant to the 
determination of guilt or innocence because the disorder may 
negate the requisite intent of the crime or mitigate the 
veteran’s culpability.” 

Throughout the brief there are discussions of the 
harshness with which the military has dealt with P.T.S.D. over 
the years, including the infamous slapping of a 
psychologically injured soldier by General George Patton in 
World War II. The suggestion is made that the stigma 
associated with P.T.S.D. has led to aggressive punishment of 
veterans, and with Iraq and Afghanistan veterans, the country 
now has an opportunity to correct past mistakes. 

The National Institute of Military Justice also filed a brief 
in support of Mr. Miranda. That brief, filed on May 1, argues 
that without question, the Supreme Court has jurisdiction over 
the case and may take it under consideration. However, the 

National Institute of Military Justice’s brief takes no position 
on the merits of the case. Such a posture may be the result of 
the organization’s limited purpose to advance the fair 
administration of military justice and foster improved public 
understanding of the military justice system. 

Although the Miranda case involved extremely minor 
offenses compared with Staff Sergeant Bales’s alleged killing 
of Afghan civilians, the ultimate decision of denial of the 
petition in the Miranda case will itself be significant to present 
and future military courts-martial cases. It may be a long time 
before military courts change their traditional methods of 
dealing with the stress on military personnel. Repeated 
deployments, hard-to-follow rules of engagement, and 
missions of unclear purpose just add to that stress. 

David Nelson was a judge advocate of the Marine Corps 
in the early 1970s, serving as both trial counsel and defense 
counsel in numerous court-martial cases. He was stationed in 
Okinawa with the 3rd Marine Division when the Vietnam War 
ended in late January 1973. 
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25. NCIS: $2M In Stolen Military Property Recovered 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 15 MAY 12) ... Martha Waggoner 

RALEIGH, N.C. — Military authorities have recovered 
about $1.8 million in stolen property as part of an ongoing 
investigation that so far involves almost 70 civilians and 
active-duty Marines and Sailors. 

Commanders from Camp Lejeune and the 2nd Marine 
Expeditionary Force are supporting the investigation, a base 
spokesman said in an email Tuesday. The Naval Criminal 
Investigative Service is leading the investigation, which began 
more than a year and a half ago. 

"This is some damn fine police work and two years of 
undercover — $1.8 million is pretty sizable," NCIS 
spokesman Ed Buice said by phone from Quantico, Va. "That 
said, this is not the first time such crimes have occurred with 
military members selling government-issued combat gear." 

Base spokesman Nat Fahy said the 66 NCIS 
investigations involve 47 active-duty Marines and Sailors, 
along with 21 civilians who sold stolen property. About half 
the cases have been settled in court, Buice said. 

"This is guys stealing stuff and selling it at garage sales 
and out of the back of their cars" and other places, Buice said. 

In addition to identifying property stolen from the 
Marines and the Navy, NCIS agents also found property stolen 
from the U.S. Air Force, the U.S. Army and other federal 

agencies, Fahy said. That information was forwarded to the 
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives, the 
FBI and North Carolina's State Bureau of Investigation, 
among numerous other federal and local agencies. 

Buice and Fahy did not say whether weapons were among 
the items stolen. 

The ongoing investigation was first reported by The Daily 
News of Jacksonville and WNCT-TV. 

A sergeant with Marine Corps Special Operations 
Command, which is located at Camp Lejeune, was convicted 
in March of stealing and reselling property. 

Sgt. Daniel Adam Reich was a member of 3rd Marine 
Special Operations Command when he was convicted and 
sentenced to 40 months in prison and a dishonorable 
discharge, said Maj. Jeff Landis, a spokesman for the 
command. 

Landis wouldn't say what type of property Reich stole but 
did say that weapons were not involved. All of the property 
was recovered, he said. 

The thefts came to light after NCIS got a couple of tips, 
Buice said. Crime analysts did research that suggested more 
property was being stolen, he said, leading to the 
investigation. 
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FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
26. Obama Threatens Veto Of House Defense Bill 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 15 MAY 12) ... Donna Cassata 

WASHINGTON — The White House threatened on 
Tuesday to veto the House Armed Service Committee’s 
version of next year’s defense budget, arguing that the $642 
billion measure adds billions to President Obama’s request 
and limits the military’s ability to execute a new defense 
strategy. 

In a scathing, seven-page statement, the Office of 
Management and Budget ticked off a list of objections to the 
spending blueprint, from the overall amount to provisions on 

gays in the military, nuclear weapons and limits on the use of 
biofuels. The statement came the day before the Republican-
controlled House is to begin debate on the bill. House passage 
of the measure is expected on Friday. 

The bill’s total is $8 billion more than what Obama and 
congressional Republicans agreed to last summer in a deficit-
cutting deal. The bill outlines a base defense budget of $554 
billion, including nuclear weapons spending, plus $88 billion 
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for the war in Afghanistan and counterterrorism efforts. 
Obama had proposed $551 billion, plus $88 billion. 

Republicans added several provisions limiting the 
president’s ability to retire aircraft, ships and a version of the 
Global Hawk drone. The legislation would restrict the 
commander in chief’s ability to implement a new treaty with 
Russia to reduce stockpiles of nuclear weapons. The 
legislation also calls for construction of a new missile defense 
site on the East Coast even though Army Gen. Martin 
Dempsey, the chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, said the 
current array of defense sites is sufficient. 

The bill, the administration said, impedes “the ability of 
the secretary of defense and the secretary of energy to make 
and implement management decisions that eliminate 
unnecessary overhead or programs to ensure scarce resources 
are directed to the highest priorities for the national security.” 
The administration said if the cumulative effects of the 
legislation restrict efforts to carry out the new defense 
strategy, the president’s senior advisers would recommend a 
veto. 

The statement comes just days after Defense Secretary 
Leon Panetta accused the committee of ignoring the careful 
strategic review that was the basis for the 2013 budget 
proposal. Panetta and Dempsey warned that if the Pentagon is 
prevented from retiring aging ships and aircraft or reducing 
the size of the force, it might have to cut training or 
equipment. 

“If members try to restore their favorite programs without 
regard to an overall strategy, the cuts will have to come from 

areas that could impact overall readiness.” Panetta said. 
“There is no free lunch here. Every dollar that is added will 
have to be offset by cuts in national security.” 

That set off a war of words with Rep. Howard “Buck” 
McKeon, R-Calif., the chairman of the Armed Services 
Committee. McKeon, in a letter Friday to Panetta, said it was 
false for the secretary to assert that every dollar added came at 
the expense of another national security program. 

The administration strongly objected to Republican-
backed provisions that bar same-sex marriages on military 
installations, measures added by committee conservatives still 
angry with the decision to allow gays to serve openly in the 
military. The administration said the provision would “inhibit 
the ability of same-sex couples to marry or enter a recognized 
relationship under state law.” 

Although the House is expected to back the bill, the 
overall amount and many of the provisions stand little chance 
in the Democratic-controlled Senate. 

Sen. Carl Levin, D-Mich., the chairman of the Senate 
Armed Services Committee, said Tuesday that he supports the 
deficit-cutting agreement amount set last year. “My intent to 
try to hold the line on the spending limit because that’s what 
the law last year set,” said Levin, who met with Panetta last 
week. 

Asked about the missile defense site on the East Coast, 
Levin said, “The military leaders said we don’t need it.” 

Separately, analysts at the Congressional Budget Office 
estimated that the bill would raise net costs by $57 billion 
from 2014-17. 
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27. Worries About Defense Cuts Grow As Public Sours On Pentagon Spending 
(U.S. NEWS & WORLD REPORT 15 MAY 12) ... John T. Bennett 

The Pentagon could draw the short straw after Election 
Day, when Congress returns for a lame-duck session ripe for 
compromises with the White House on a number of spending 
and tax measures. 

Proponents of robust defense spending are growing 
increasingly concerned what is being called "taxmaggeddon" 
in Washington, a term being bandied about the District for a 
period later this year when a slew of tax laws will expire. The 
Heritage Foundation has concluded if all those laws are 
allowed to run out, Americans' taxes could collectively rise by 
nearly $500 billion. 

But the political fallout for both parties and the White 
House—even if President Obama already has been defeated—
would be too great. That means Republicans and Democrats 
alike would go to great lengths to find federal spending cuts, 
and the Pentagon's nearly $600 billion annual budget would 
suddenly resemble a fatty slab of meat ripe for trimming. 

At the same time, lawmakers will be trying stave off a 
rarely used budget process called sequestration, a process set 
to kick in Jan. 1 that would cut $1.2 trillion from both national 
defense and domestic programs. 

As politicans scramble in November and December to 
pinpoint budget cuts, some Pentagon veterans and analysts say 
the annual defense budget already wears a sizable bull's-eye. 
That is largely because poll after poll finds the American 
people willing to shrink the defense budget. 

"I worry defense will again become a less-important 
priority," Thomas Donnelly of the American Enterprise 

Institute said during a forum in Washington. "It looks like a 
steep uphill climb to convince the American people to spend 
more on defense." 

Retired Lt. Gen. David Barno agreed, saying defense will 
be a "relatively low priority" when lawmakers return to 
Washington in early November. 

A new poll conducted by the University of Maryland and 
the Stimson Center suggests American voters' have an appetite 
for shrinking the annual Pentagon budget. 

Respondents were given information about the size of the 
yearly defense budget in several ways. After digesting that 
data, in "three of the five cases a majority of respondents said 
that the size of the defense budget was more than they 
expected," according to a study accompanying the poll results. 
"When asked for their conclusion, a large majority favored 
cutting defense." 

Under a debt-paring bill passed last summer, the Pentagon 
already is enacting a $350 billion cut to planned spending over 
the next 10 years. Senior members of both parties on Capitol 
Hill along with White House officials say they want to avoid 
the automatic cuts, which would reduce national defense 
spending by another $500 billion over the same span. 

Defense Secretary Leon Panetta has said he has yet to 
instruct the armed services to begin planning for the second 
round of cuts. Michele Flournoy, who until three months ago 
was the No. 3 civilian official at the Pentagon, said during the 
forum that she believes "people in the Congress and the White 
House [already] should be doing this planning." 
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"Both political parties want to sustain American military 
preeminence," Barno said during the forum in Washington. 
And while "most" of the American people do, too, the former 
commander of U.S. troops in Afghanistan says "a debate 
among the American people" on that very issue has begun. 

Matthew Leatherman, a Stimson Center analyst who 
helped with the new poll and study, says "the message to 
Washington is clear: The Pentagon is on the right path, but 
policymakers can best represent the American people by 
leading the way to greater savings." 

"Many Pentagon and congressional leaders oppose cuts 
beyond $350 billion, but this survey suggests that Americans 
believe policymakers still are moving too tentatively," says 
Leatherman. "Three-quarters of those surveyed [would] cut 
spending further… That includes scaling back in Afghanistan 
and reducing the ground force, while sparing special 
operations forces from the toughest cuts." 

Many Washington insiders of all political stripes agree 
that progress on the tax laws, avoiding the automatic cuts, or 
even raising the debt ceiling is unlikely until after Election 
Day. 

On further defense cuts, conservative Republicans are 
holding firm that slashing domestic entitlement programs 
should happen in order to stave off military cuts. Democrats 
are pushing for, as described by Flournoy, "a balanced" 
package of "tax reforms, spending cuts and things that drive 
U.S. competitiveness." 

The former Pentagon policy chief urged Congress to, at 
the least, approve a measure that "de-triggers sequestration," 
and find other ways to achieve the $1.2 trillion in cuts that 
would be achieved through the automatic reductions. 

Amid the uncertainty, one thing is crystal clear, Flournoy 
mused: "A lot of productive work will come between the 
election and the time when sequestration would kick in. I think 
a lot of minds will become very, very focused." 
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28. GOP Amendments Could Derail Military Biofuels Plan 
(NATIONAL DEFENSE 15 MAY 12) ... Eric Beidel 

Proposed amendments to the fiscal year 2013 National 
Defense Authorization Act could dash the Pentagon’s hopes of 
a green future. 

Last week, the House Armed Services Committee voted 
to prohibit the Defense Department from buying pricey 
alternative fuels and to repeal part of the Energy Independence 
and Security Act of 2007 that has been the catalyst for efforts 
to wean the country off petroleum. 

One amendment would ban the Pentagon from buying 
alternative fuels that cost more than traditional fossil fuels. 
The other would exempt the Defense Department from 
legislation that requires the government purchase only 
alternative fuels that are less polluting than conventional fuels. 

The amendments, offered by Rep. Mike Conaway (R-
TX), have the potential to stunt the momentum the Defense 
Department has been gaining in its exploration of alternative 
fuels. 

Fast on the heels of the committee’s votes, the Navy on 
May 14 officially announced the assets it would use for a two-
day demonstration this summer of its Great Green Fleet. The 
demo will feature a carrier strike group powered by biofuels. It 
will include a Nimitz-class carrier, guided missile cruiser, two 
destroyers, a fleet replenishment oiler, MH-60 helicopters, 
F/A-18 fighter jets, and E-2 early warning aircraft. The demo 
is a step toward the service’s goal of a full deployment of such 
a fleet in 2016. 

Navy Secretary Ray Mabus has been criticized by 
Republicans lawmakers for the service’s pursuit of renewable 
energy. In a well-publicized February incident, House Armed 
Services Committee member Rep. Randy Forbes (R-VA) told 
Mabus, “You’re not the secretary of energy. You’re the 
secretary of the Navy.” 

The biofuels industry has been counting on the military, 
especially the Navy, to be an early adopter of its products. But 
legislation like that proposed in the Housed Armed Services 
Committee could shift much of the responsibility for creating 
a market for biofuels to the fragile airline industry, which 
doesn’t have the capacity for making large investments, said 

Phyllis Cuttino, director of the Pew Charitable Trusts clean 
energy program. 

“They really have to deal with the day-to-day and 
becoming a healthier industry,” she said. “We cannot depend 
upon them to make the investments necessary to 
commercialize biofuels.” 

Proponents have said that the biofuels industry is at a 
critical juncture and needs consistent policy to help it over the 
commercial hump. The proposed legislation would provide the 
opposite, Cuttino said. 

“If you remove Section 526, it really sends the signal to 
investors that the market may not be emerging as quickly and 
they might go elsewhere to invest,” Cuttino said, adding that 
having the measure in place has never impacted the 
Pentagon’s ability to acquire any of the fuels it needs. 

“If it doesn’t impede DoD’s or [the Navy’s] ability to get 
what they need, why would you send this very uncertain signal 
to investors?” she said. 

The proposed ban on alternative fuel purchases would 
provide an exemption for the Defense Department to buy 
limited quantities to complete fleet certification. But analysts 
predict that some biofuels would remain far more expensive 
than traditional fuel until at least 2018. 

One of the most recent purchases had the Pentagon 
spending $12 million for 450,000 gallons to power the Great 
Green Fleet demo. That comes to about $26.6 per gallon. 
Though the price of biofuel has dropped considerably over the 
past couple of years, it still is a great deal more than the $2.50 
per gallon the department pays for petroleum. 

Proponents of alternative fuels say that costs will come 
down with the right mix of policy and partnership. They cite 
the effort by the departments of Agriculture, Energy and the 
Navy to invest up to $510 million over three years to produce 
biofuels for military and commercial aviation. The proposed 
purchasing ban seems directed at this initiative, which 
proponents say would be bolstered by additional investment in 
the private sector and would lead to more competitive costs. 

It remains to be seen what kind of support the 
amendments receive in the Senate. Some lawmakers may 
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support one but oppose the other. Regardless, the recent 
opposition to alternative fuels has confused proponents. 

Nearly everyone agrees that the country is too dependent 
on foreign oil, Cuttino said. There is no reason efforts to find 
alternative fuel sources should be stymied, she said. 

“It ought to move forward,” she said. “It’s not 
controversial. Or at least it shouldn’t be.” 

Industry is rallying behind the $510 million initiative. The 
Advanced Biofuels Association, Airlines for America, the 
Algal Biomass Organization, Biotechnology Industry 

Organization and the National Farm Bureau Federation on 
May 7 sent letters to leaders of the House and Senate Armed 
Services Committees asking them to support the departments 
of Agriculture, Energy and the Navy in their efforts. 

Those three departments are scheduled to participate in a 
May 18 roundtable in Washington, D.C. to sort through some 
of these issues. The roundtable follows a matchmaking event 
held in March to bring together agricultural producers of 
energy feedstocks and biorefineries. 
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29. House Members Propose Hundreds Of NDAA Amendments 
(DEFENSE DAILY 16 MAY 12) ... Emelie Rutherford 

House lawmakers have proposed more than 200 
amendments to the Pentagon policy bill on matters ranging 
from the continuation of the F-35 Joint Strike Fighter program 
to dollar figure of the legislation. 

The Republican-led House is set to start debating the 
fiscal year 2013 defense authorization bill today and continue 
deliberations into tomorrow. Just how the debate will proceed 
depends on the House Rules Committee, which met after press 
time last night and plans to gather again today to set the 
parameters for the debate of the wide-reaching bill. 

If the Rules panel agrees to a so-called open rule, 
members could potentially vote on any of the 237 amendments 
filed with the committee as of mid-day yesterday. 

Several proposed amendments focus on weapons 
programs, including one from Reps. John Conyers (D-Mich.) 
and Keith Ellison (D-Minn.) to terminate the Marine Corps' 
short-takeoff and vertical-landing variant of Lockheed 
Martin's F-35. The amendment, which observers predict is not 
likely to pass, would authorize the defense secretary to buy 
Boeing F/A-18s to replace the F-35B aircraft in question. 

Conyers tackles another controversial weapons issue in an 
amendment that seeks to remove language the House Armed 
Services Committee (HASC) put in the authorization bill 
intended to prevent the Pentagon from canceling Northrop 
Grumman’s Global Hawk Block 30 drone aircraft. 

Rep. Kay Granger (R-Texas) proposed an amendment 
lifting a ban on the sale of Lockheed Martin's F-16s to 
Taiwan--another hot-button issue being discussed in 
Washington. 

Conyers and Reps. Ed Markey (D-Mass.) and Peter 
Welch (D-Vt.) want to delay development of a new long-range 

bomber by 10 years and remove $291.7 million in the 
authorization bill for the aircraft. 

Several Democrats proposed missile-defense 
amendments, including HASC member Jim Langevin (D-R.I), 
who wants to block the Pentagon from buying more ground-
based interceptors equipped with a version of the 
exoatmospheric kill vehicle before a successful operational 
test. 

An amendment from HASC member Rep. John 
Garamendi (D-Calif.) would require lawmakers collect 
additional analysis on a potential missile-defense site on the 
U.S. East Coast before proceeding with such a location, which 
the current version of the defense authorization bill would help 
initiate. 

Several House members want reports from the Pentagon. 
Rep. John Tierney (D-Mass.), for example, submitted an 
amendment requiring a report on U.S. manufacturing and the 
defense industrial base' supply chain from the defense 
secretary. 

Multiple members also take aim at language in the 
HASC-crafted defense authorization measure limiting the 
Pentagon's work on alternative fuels. 

And, as Congress debates the appropriate levels of 
defense funding in the coming years, several House members 
are proposing amendments that highlight that the HASC-
approved authorization bill exceeds spending limits set in the 
Budget Control Act of 2011 by $8 billion. One such 
amendment, from Reps. Barbara Lee (D-Calif.) and Barney 
Frank (D-Mass.) would cut the size of the legislation by $8 
billion. 
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30. House Panel Raises Doubts Over Manning LCSs 
Subcommittee also tries to save 3 cruisers from retirement 
(NAVY TIMES 15 MAY 12) ... Sam Fellman and Charles Hoskinson 

A key congressional subcommittee has questioned the 
manning plan for the Navy’s newest class of warships and 
signaled that it will force the Navy to keep three of seven 
selected cruisers from an early retirement. 

The subcommittee took issue with the manpower plan for 
littoral combat ships, in particular asking why the Navy has 
decided to send ensigns and first-term sailors to these smaller 
crews, after previously saying they didn’t plan to do so. 
Lawmakers are concerned that junior sailors and ensigns 
assigned to LCSs won’t get the training they need on a ship 
with minimal manning and limited opportunities for training. 

“The committee is concerned that the current LCS 
manning model is unrealistic and that relying on temporary 
solutions such as berthing modules to accommodate additional 
crewmembers is both impractical and detrimental to the 
quality of life of the entire crew,” the House Defense 
Appropriations Subcommittee wrote in a report obtained by 
Navy Times. The report, which has not yet been publicly 
released, is to be considered at a markup Thursday. 

Lawmakers were also concerned that the manning will 
rely too heavily on temporary berthing. They directed the 
Navy secretary to report back to them on the LCS manning, 
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the training for junior crewmembers and the projected costs to 
accommodate more crew. 

The latest plan calls for three crews for every two LCS 
hulls. Of the two ships, one will be deployed at any time, with 
crews rotating through the ships, a model similar to the hull 
swaps conducted by crews on coastal patrol and mine 
countermeasures ships. 

A Navy spokeswoman declined to comment on the 
subcommittee mark, saying: “It would be in appropriate for us 
to comment on pending legislation.” 

The committee also proposed spending $506 million in 
fiscal 2013 to upgrade and maintain the cruisers Cowpens, 

Anzio, Vicksburg and Port Royal, which the Navy wanted to 
retire on March 31, 2013. 

Navy officials have said the cruisers — all of which were 
commissioned in the 1990s — were slated for an early 
retirement due to budget pressure, explaining that these 
particular hulls were chosen because they did not have the 
expensive upgrades that gave other ships in the class ballistic-
missile defense capability. But House lawmakers, concerned 
that the service is not maintaining enough warships to fulfill 
the Obama administration’s Pacific-focused strategy, are 
moving to keep them in the fleet. 
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31. New Navy Command To Incorporate Riverines 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 16 MAY 12) ... Corinne Reilly 

PORTSMOUTH -- It's a question that many in the Navy's 
riverine community have been asking since the United States 
left Iraq: Now that the war is over, what will happen to the 
small, highly specialized group of Sailors that was established 
to secure the Tigris and Euphrates rivers and other inland Iraqi 
waterways? 

This week, the Navy answered by announcing the 
creation of a new command that will combine the riverines 
with another specialized force - Sailors who patrol coastal 
waters to protect U.S. ships and other potential targets in 
foreign ports and harbors. 

Though their missions are different, both forces conduct 
most of their operations from small boats, and they use similar 
weapons and tactics. 

The new command, which will be established June 1, will 
be known as the Coastal Riverine Force. Its headquarters will 
be split between California and Portsmouth, where many of 
the personnel are already based. 

All Sailors in the Coastal Riverine Force - about 2,500 on 
active duty and 2,000 reservists - will be trained to secure 
coastal waters and protect U.S. assets near foreign shores, a 
job now carried out by what the Navy calls maritime 
expeditionary security forces. 

In addition, a select group will also remain trained for 
riverine missions, including securing inland waterways, such 
as rivers and swamps, and mounting offensives from them. 

Known for their integral role in Vietnam, riverine units 
were disbanded after that war. They were re-established in 

2006 for Iraq, where they served repeated deployments into 
2011. Because of Afghanistan's geography, riverines haven't 
deployed there. 

Navy officials said the new command will allow the 
service to preserve the riverines' capabilities despite decreased 
demand. 

"A significant need could arise tomorrow," said Lt. Cmdr. 
John Gay, a spokesman with Navy Expeditionary Combat 
Command, which will oversee the Coastal Riverine Force. 
"We just don't know." 

The changes also will free up resources for more training 
by eliminating the riverines' headquarters. Gay said about 60 
billets that are now used for the headquarters will soon be 
filled by trainers. 

The result, Gay said, will be a more flexible, useful force. 
While it will deploy primarily for coastal protection missions - 
a capability that remains in demand - it will be ready to carry 
out traditional riverine jobs. And it will continue to take on the 
main role that riverines have recently filled besides river 
security in Iraq: training with friendly foreign militaries, 
including those in Panama, Colombia and the Netherlands. 

Joint Expeditionary Base Little Creek-Fort Story will host 
a ceremony June 1 to mark the inception of the East Coast half 
of the Coastal Riverine Force. It will be commanded by Capt. 
James Hamblet, who is now the commodore of Maritime 
Expeditionary Security Group 2, based in Portsmouth. 
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BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
32. Keeping America Safe With The Navy 
(KCMO FOX KANSAS CITY 15 MAY 12) ... Jason M. Vaughn 

The Navy serves America above and below the sea. We 
spoke with Rear Admiral (and metro native) Jeffrey Penfield 

of the U.S. Navy who talked to us about how the Navy 
protects and serves Americans. 

View Clip (RT: 4:51) 
Return to Index 
 

33. Sailors Celebrate Navy Week Around Spokane 
(KREM CBS SPOKANE 15 MAY 12) 

SPOKANE-- The U.S. Navy is reaching out to the Inland 
Northwest this week, showing local kids what it’s like to do 
their jobs. 

Kids at Jefferson Elementary got a chance to hop in a 
simulator Monday. The six-minute ride shows kids what it’s 
like to perform different water missions by rocking along with 
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a screen that shows underwater scenes in submarines to ships 
above water. 

“I got to see a little part of what the Navy did, and now I 
respect that a little more,” fifth grader Kira Callihan said. 

Other events around town will also teach kids about 
serving in the Navy and protecting American interests. The 
event list includes Navy band performances, presentations to 
history classes and a Shriners Hospital visit. Sailors will also 
help Habitat for Humanity build a project and assist 
Spokanimal with some shelter rehab. 

Visitors said these trips remind them why it’s good to be 
home. 

“Being deployed on a ship, and being far away from 
home and from friends makes you lose touch sometimes about 
what’s important. Coming back here and seeing the kids 
smiling and happy makes you feel appreciated for what you do 
every day,” Steven Zurell, Chief of U.S. Navy Recruiting, 
said. 

View Clip (RT: 1:25) 
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34. USS Constitution Sailors Teach Naval History In Spokane 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 15 MAY 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Kathryn E. Macdonald, USS Constitution Public 
Affairs 

MEDICAL LAKE, Wash. -- Sailors assigned to USS 
Constitution taught early American naval history to students at 
Medical Lake Middle School in Medical Lake, Wash. May 14-
15. 

Lt. Albert Sharlow, Master-at-Arms 1st Class (EXW/SW) 
Marina Chavez, Culinary Specialist 2nd (SW) Class Kevin 
Linney, Logistics Specialist Seaman Maurice Noland and 
Fireman Jessica Rodriguez gave six interactive historical 
presentations to more than 100 students as part of Spokane 
Navy Week, May 14-20. 

"I love giving presentations to the kids in school," said 
Sharlow. "They're excited about what we do and love asking 
questions. We're creating a connection with them. The next 
great admiral may be in that classroom." 

Students learned about the creation of the Navy, 
Constitution's construction, her famous battle with HMS 
Guerriere during the War of 1812 and the mission of today's 
Navy. 

"I think it's wonderful for the students that the Sailors, 
especially when dressed in the period uniform, visit," said 
Sylvia Campbell, the school's principal. "Their visit not only 
helps to illustrate living history, but it allows the students to 
have a broader understanding of the U.S. Navy and its history. 
With the ability to see the Sailors in person, it gives the 
students a different avenue, giving them the opportunity to ask 
questions that we as teachers are not always able to answer." 

Constitution Sailors undergo 20 weeks of naval history 
training, along with additional weekly training. 

"I hope the presentation gave them more insight and 
awareness of what the U.S. Navy is," said Linney. "Through 
educating the younger generations, especially in Spokane 
where there is little to no Navy presence, on the War of 1812, 
as well as all of our humanitarian efforts, we can achieve 
giving the general public a better sense of what their Navy is 
about." 

Constitution Sailors are also scheduled to give history 
presentations to Mountainside Middle School, May 16, Chase 
Middle School, May 17 and Horizon Middle School, May 18. 

Spokane Navy Week is the third of eight Navy Weeks 
that Constitution Sailors will participate in 2012, celebrating 
the bicentennial of the War of 1812. The primary purpose of 
Navy Week is to increase Navy awareness by presenting the 
Navy to Americans who live in cities that normally do not 
have a significant naval presence. Spokane Navy Week will 
present the mission, capabilities and achievements of the U.S. 
Navy and provide residents the opportunity to meet Sailors 
firsthand. 

Constitution is the world's oldest commissioned warship 
afloat and welcomes more than 500,000 visitors per year. She 
defended the sea lanes against threat from 1797 to 1855, much 
like the mission of today's Navy. America's Navy: Keeping the 
sea free for more than 200 years. 

Constitution's mission today is to offer community 
outreach and education about the ship's history. 
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35. USS San Diego Open For Tours, With Strict Security 
(SAN DIEGO CITY NEWS SERVICE 15 MAY 12) 

The amphibious transport dock USS San Diego is 
scheduled to open for three days of public tours at Navy Pier 
today. 

The tours come in advance of the 684-foot-long ship's 
commissioning, which is scheduled for Saturday, according to 
the Naval Surface Force public affairs office. 

The tours will be held from 1 to 4 p.m. today through 
Thursday, and strict security rules will be in place. Anyone 18 
and older will be asked to show federal or state photo 
identification, and minors must be accompanied by an adult 
with valid ID. 

The USS San Diego, which is expected to carry a crew of 
about 360 Sailors, was designed to transport and land a fully 
equipped Marine battalion of 700 officers and enlisted 

personnel for various missions. Its armament includes two 
cannons and two missile launchers, and its deck has room for 
four helicopters or two tilt-rotor aircraft. 

The ship pulled into its new home port in its namesake 
city last month, three weeks after it left a shipyard in 
Mississippi. During those three weeks, the ship made port 
calls at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, and Cartagena, Colombia, 
before transiting the Panama Canal and turning north toward 
San Diego. 

Once it is commissioned, the USS San Diego is expected 
to begin sea trials to test its systems and complete 
certifications. The ship is the fourth named for San Diego but 
the first with the name to actually be homeported here. 
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36. Senate Cuts Discretionary Funds For Veterans Affairs, Military Construction 
(THE HILL 15 MAY 12) ... Carlo Munoz 

Senate appropriators have opted to cut just under $500 
million from the Pentagon's fiscal 2013 funding request for 
veterans affairs and military construction. 

Despite that cut, the $146.6 billion set aside by the Senate 
Appropriations military construction, veteran affairs, and 
related agencies subcommittee is still nearly $230 million 
more than what the department received for those accounts in 
fiscal '12, according to a subpanel statement released Tuesday. 

The $465.9 million was mainly taken from discretionary 
coffers within the department's military construction accounts, 
according to the statement. 

The subcommittee's version of the bill includes $71.9 
billion in discretionary funding and $74.6 billion in mandatory 
funding. 

Along with discretionary funding, Senate appropriators 
also decided to shave a total of $569 million in military 
construction accounts alone, according to the subcommittee's 
mark. 

Roughly $470 million of the $10.6 billion subpanel 
members fenced off for military construction projects will go 
toward Base Realignment and Closure projects, according to 
the subcommittee bill. 

Most of those dollars will go toward finishing BRAC-
related programs tied to base closures in 1990 and 2005. 

Over $250 million will be funneled into the "U.S. share of 
joint U.S.-NATO military facilities" around the world, 
according to the statement. That figure is $6.5 million million 
more than what DOD was granted for this work in fiscal '12. 

On the veterans affairs side, Senate appropriators did 
include and additional $54.5 billion in fiscal '14 for "advance 
appropriations for veterans medical services," according to the 
statement. 

Senate appropriators also agreed to finance the White 
House's $3.28 billion request for healthcare costs of veterans 
returning from Afghanistan and Iraq. 

"The VA estimates that the number of OEF/OIF veterans 
in its healthcare system will reach 610,416 in 2013," 
subcommittee members wrote. "This funding includes medical 
treatment associated with combat-related injuries, including 
Traumatic Brain Injury (TBI) and Post-Traumatic Stress 
Disorder (PTSD)." 

Subpanel members also approved $7.2 billion for both 
institutional and home-based longterm healthcare "for ... aging 
veterans as well as severely wounded combat veterans from 
the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan," according to the statement. 
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37. Navy Industrial Hygiene And Bio-Detection Laboratories Recognized For Top Quality Performance 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 15 MAY 12) ... Navy and Marine Corps Public Health Center Public Affairs 

PORTSMOUTH, Va. -- The Navy and Marine Corps 
Public Health Center (NMCPHC) announced May 15 the re-
certification of its east coast industrial hygiene and biological 
detection laboratories, both located on Naval Station Norfolk. 

NMCPHC's Comprehensive Industrial Hygiene 
Laboratory (CIHL) Detachment Norfolk, often referred to as 
the "chill lab," and the Navy Environmental Preventive 
Medicine Unit (NEPMU) 2 bio-detection laboratory were 
awarded COLA, formerly the Committee on Office 
Laboratory Accreditation, a nationally recognized certification 
for compliance with Clinical Laboratory Improvement 
Amendments (CLIA) and the DoD Clinical Laboratory 
Improvement Program (CLIP) requirements. 

"The nationally recognized COLA certificate translates 
into ensuring mission readiness and giving customers high-
quality results through analytical process improvement," said 
Helen Penn, NMCPHC CIHL industrial hygienist. "Without 
the bi-yearly nationally accredited COLA certification, the 
CIHL could not continue to analyze blood samples for lead or 
other chemicals for the Navy." 

Similarly, the bio-detection laboratory would not be 
accredited to analyze for infectious biological agents such as 
flu viruses. 

The CIHL analyzes pediatric blood samples for lead 
exposure and adult blood samples for occupational exposure 
to lead. Patient samples are tested using only Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA)-approved reagents. 

The criteria for passing the COLA accreditation process 
are increasingly more difficult as quality control requirements 
become more stringent. 

"The process of accreditation is a lengthy and thorough 
evaluation of the documentation of compliance with technical, 
safety, quality and administrative criteria," said Lt. Cmdr. 
Jamal Dejli, NEPMU2 laboratory director. "Essentially, this 
certification is an expression of the high standards of 
excellence in quality healthcare in general and diagnostic 
procedures in particular." 

CIHL East, NEPMU2's bio-detection laboratory, and its 
sister laboratories in San Diego, provide comprehensive 
laboratory services to the fleet, but receive patient blood 
samples for analysis from Navy military treatment facilities 
(MTFs). 

In 2011, CIHL East processed more than 5,000 blood 
samples alone, with the numbers of samples varying month-to-
month. The bio-detection laboratory's sample workload is 
based largely on a particular disease occurrence or outbreak. 

"The workload varies by disease and the time of 
occurrence; our busiest period was during the H1N1 outbreak 
2009-2010, as we were the only testing facility in Hampton 
Roads and processed hundreds of samples per day. We also 
get involved in many disease surveillance and outbreak 
investigations in our AOR," said Dejli. 

The Bio-detection Laboratory is equipped to test for a 
wide-variety of diseases including certain biological warfare 
agents, but it continues to expand the scope of its surveillance 
capabilities and most recently developed the ability to test for 
Norovirus, most commonly associated with acute 
gastroenteritis. 

"We recently launched Norovirus surveillance on board 
Navy ships using a new sample collection method, and 
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responded to two Norovirus outbreaks on the East Coast," said 
Dejli. 

Tests for more diseases are expected in the coming 
months. 
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38. More Navy Ship Testing Likely Off South Florida Coast 
Plan could affect whales, dolphins, sea turtles 
(SOUTH FLORIDA SUN-SENTINEL 15 MAY 12) ... David Fleshler 

The Navy's testing range off Fort Lauderdale, where 
surfacing submarines have surprised boaters for years, will see 
new types of warships and more activity under a plan for more 
testing and training along the Atlantic coast. 

Although it's unclear exactly which ships will show up in 
South Florida, vessels in the works include the Zumwalt-class 
destroyer, the aircraft carrier Gerald R. Ford, a troop transport 
called the Joint High Speed Vessel and the Marine Corps' 
Amphibious Combat Vehicle. 

But the testing, which the Navy said is essential to the 
nation's combat readiness, could cause temporary hearing 
impairment to thousands of dolphins, whales and sea turtles, 
as well as permanent damage in some cases, according to a 
newly released environmental review of the Navy's plans. 
Officials said they will use specially trained lookouts and 
other measures to minimize harm. 

"Realistic training is the cornerstone of the success of 
theU.S. Navy," said Jene Nissen, project manager for the 
environmental impact statement. "So when we send our sons 
and daughters in harm's way, they can execute the mission that 
the country has tasked them to do effectively and come back 
safely," 

Environmentalists say the Navy could have taken steps to 
avoid testing in the habitat of threatened and endangered 
species. 

"When the Navy intrudes such intense disruption into the 
environment, it tears at the very fabric of their surroundings," 
said Michael Jasny, senior policy analyst for the Natural 
Resources Defense Council. "Sonar can have a range of 
effects causing animals to break off foraging, abandon habitat 
or die on the beach." 

The Navy's plan calls for an increase in testing and 
training from 2014 through 2019 across 2.6 million square 
miles of range complexes and other facilities from Maine to 
Texas. The work will include gunnery, missile and torpedo 
training as well as the testing of new warships. 

The South Florida Ocean Measurement Facility, located 
off Port Everglades, will see an increase in ship traffic, mine 
countermeasure training and the testing of unmanned 
underwater vehicles, according to the environmental review. 
The facility encompasses a network of undersea cables and 
detection devices used to determine the acoustical and 
electromagnetic characteristics of different ships. 

Under the new testing plan, "you will definitely be seeing 
new classes of ships," said Roxie Merritt, spokeswoman for 
Naval Surface Warfare Center, Carderock Division, which 
includes South Florida. 

The testing here will involve the extensive use of sonar, 
an essential naval tool since World War II and one blamed for 
the strandings and deaths of marine mammals. 

The work could result in about 200,000 cases of 
temporary hearing loss among marine mammals, including 
blue whales, North Atlantic right whales and bottlenose 
dolphins, with several dozen experiencing permanent 
impairment, according to the review. Some of these cases 
could be a single animal experiencing multiple events, the 
Navy said. 

At the South Florida facility, the review estimates the 
testing of unmanned underwater vehicles and other work 
could cause temporary impairment in 11,490 cases, with the 
species including pilot whales, bottlenose dolphins and Minke 
whales, as well as 12 cases of permanent impairment. 

Jasny said the use of sonar could cause many vulnerable 
species to experience bleeding around the brain, organ lesions 
and beaching events. 

"Hundreds of thousands of marine mammals will be 
exposed to sonar so loud that it causes hearing loss, and for 
animals so dependent on hearing for their survival, this could 
come at a critical point," he said. "The vast majority will be 
temporary, but temporary hearing loss can be enormously 
harmful if the animal is at a critical point in its life history." 

The Navy says any deaths or permanents injuries are 
likely to affect only tens of animals, with no impact on the 
populations as a whole, rather than the hundreds of thousands 
killed by commercial ships, pollution and fishing gear. 

"We've been conducting these types of training and 
testing activities with sonar and explosives for 60 years," 
Nissen said. "We have coexisted with marine mammals in our 
training areas. We have not had any adverse affects on marine 
mammal populations." 

The sonar work could cause temporary hearing 
impairment to 9,897 loggerhead, leatherback and other species 
of sea turtle, the environmental review said. Testing 
unmanned underwater vehicles in South Florida could cause 
temporary hearing impairment to 2,168 sea turtles, although it 
was unclear whether this total was included in the larger 
figure. 

The South Florida facility consists of the Port Everglades 
Shallow Submarine Operating Area, extending from near-
shore waters to about eight miles out to sea, a temporary-use 
surface restricted area extending from one to three miles off 
shore, the Port Everglades Deep Submarine Operating Area 
running from nine to 25 miles off shore, and the Port 
Everglades Restricted Anchorage Area, the location of most of 
the facility's undersea electronics. 

The Navy is accepting public comments through July 10 
on the plan at http://www.AFTTEIS.com and at the following 
address: Naval Facilities Engineering Command Atlantic, Attn 
Code EV22 (AFTT ElS Project Managers), 6506 Hampton 
Blvd, Norfolk, VA 23508-1278. 
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39. City, Navy Officials To Renew Firefighter Partnership 
(HONOLULU STAR-ADVERTISER 15 MAY 12) 

City and Navy officials are scheduled to renew a 
partnership between city and federal firefighters when they 
sign a new agreement Wednesday afternoon. 

Honolulu Mayor Peter Carlisle and Navy Region Hawaii 
Commander Rear Admiral Frank Ponds will sign a 
memorandum of understanding that defines and outlines the 
responsibilities of the Honolulu Fire Department and the 
Federal Fire Department when dealing with joint operations. 

The memorandum renews an existing agreement that 
allows each department to decide if it can send equipment and 
personnel to assist the other department when there is a fire or 
other emergency, and then retain authority and command over 
their respective resources. 

The fire chiefs also are allowed to seek reimbursement for 
firefighting costs above normal operating costs when 
delivering services under the agreement. 

The new agreement reflects changes in duties on the 
federal side, specifically the merging of the Hickam Air Force 
Base fire station with the rest of the Federal Fire Department. 
That change coincided with the more overarching joining of 
Hickam Air Force Base with the Pearl Harbor Naval Base to 
form Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam in October 2010. 

Glen Delara, chief of the Hawaii Federal Fire Department, 
said his agency has 14 fire stations and 300 firefighters at 
military installations on Oahu and Kauai. 

Delara, federal fire chief since 2005, said the relationship 
between the two fire departments has been the strongest its 
ever been, noting that he shares a solid relationship with 
Honolulu Fire Chief Kenneth Silva. 
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40. Japan PM Noda Vows Not To Keep MCAS Futenma At Current Site In Okinawa 
(JIJI PRESS (JAPAN) 15 MAY 12) 

GINOWAN, Okinawa Pref. -- Japanese Prime Minister 
Yoshihiko Noda on Tuesday [ 15 May] promised not to allow 
the U.S. Marine Corps' Futenma air station to remain 
permanently at its current site in this city. 

At a ceremony marking the 40th anniversary of Okinawa's 
reversion to Japan, Noda said that reducing the burdens on the 
southernmost prefecture from the hosting of U.S. military 
bases is "one of the most important tasks of my cabinet." On 
the same day 40 years earlier, Okinawa returned to Japan after 
27 years of U.S. occupation from the end of World War II. In 
terms of acreage, the prefecture hosts about three-fourths of 
the U.S. military bases in Japan. 

In his speech, Noda emphasized the importance of the 
current security system based on the alliance between Japan 
and the United States. 

"We will make visible, concrete progress toward an early 
reduction in Okinawa's base-hosting burden while maintaining 
deterrence," he said. 

Discussing the agreement between Japan and the United 
States to treat the planned relocation of the Futenma base 
separately from other U.S. military realignment plans, such as 
the transfer of Marines in Okinawa to Guam and the return of 
some land and facilities south of the U.S. Air Force's Kadena 
base, Noda said Japan and the United States have made clear 
which land can be returned early without waiting for the 
planned Marine transfer. 

This will lead to visible, concrete results of efforts to cut 
the base-hosting burden on Okinawa, he stressed. 

The ceremony brought together the leaders of the 
administrative, parliamentary and judicial branches of the 
government. 

Also among some 1,200 participants were Okinawa 
affairs minister Tatsuo Kawabata, local leaders such as 
Okinawa Governor Hirokazu Nakaima, and U.S. Ambassador 
to Japan John Roos. 

In a speech, Nakaima said he wants the rest of the nation 
to join Okinawa citizens and think seriously about the 
Okinawa base issue. He asked the rest of the nation to 
cooperate and share the base burden. 

Noda said this day must be a day to reconfirm Japan's 
determination to realize peace and console the souls of the war 
dead. 

The Futenma base must not be allowed to remain 
permanently in the current location, he stressed. 

The prime minister also mentioned measures to revitalize 
the regional economy. 

The central government will consider fiscal measures 
during its upcoming budget compilation work for fiscal 2013 
so that the new runway at Naha Airport will be built as 
requested by the prefecture, he said. 

Noda also unveiled a plan to transfer the management of 
the state-run Shurijo Castle park in Naha to the prefectural 
government. 

Nakaima said Okinawa citizens strongly want to realize 
the relocation of the Futenma base out of Okinawa and the 
early return of land from the U.S. military. 

He also called for a drastic review of the Japan-U.S. status 
of forces agreement. 
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NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
41. Joint Chiefs To Link New Strategy, Operational Capabilities 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 15 MAY 12) ... Army Sgt. 1st Class Tyrone C. Marshall Jr. 

VIRGINIA BEACH, Va. – The Joint Chiefs of Staff is 
developing the framework to tie operational capabilities to the 
military strategy guidance the Defense Department released in 
January, a senior Pentagon official said here today. 

Marine Corps Lt. Gen. George J. Flynn, the chiefs’ 
director of joint force development, discussed the Joint 
Operation Access Concept before a panel at the 2012 Joint 
Warfighting Conference at the Virginia Beach Convention 
Center. 

“Joint forces will operate within and across domains,” 
Flynn said. “Our decision cycle or process must keep pace 
with accelerated times. We must rapidly gain a common 
understanding of the problem, take action and anticipate 
rapidly second- and third-order effects. 

“All the while, we must be prepared for the black swan, 
or the unanticipated event,” he said. “What we're doing about 
it is we're taking a look, and hopefully, we'll have it published 
this summer as the new capstone concept for joint operations.” 

Army Gen. Martin E. Dempsey, chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, intends for the capstone document to bridge 
the new strategic guidance to the development of operational 
capability, Flynn said. 

Operational challenges, Flynn noted, determine how well 
joint forces, with constrained resources, protect national 
interests against increasingly capable enemies in a rapidly 
changing world while security challenges take on both local 
and global dimensions. 

“The capstone concept will frame [this] problem for 
proposed solutions,” he explained. “We're looking at the 
global, functional and regional command structure. We're 
going to look at the seams and we're going to see what we 
should be doing differently.” 

“We're going to make sure that commanders have the 
authorities necessary to match the speed of operational 
climates and the employment of the capabilities that they 
have,” he said. 

The Defense Department will try to achieve “cross-the-
lane synergy,” Flynn said. 

“We're also going to take a look at traditional support and 
supporting relationships to see what we need to do to change,” 
he said. “And we're going to have to look at increased 
interdependence and interoperability across the joint force. 
We're going to also have to deal with the fact that the force is 
going to be distributed more across the battlefield.” 

It will also be necessary to streamline command and 
control of the force and develop the leadership needed to 
guide the force, he added. 

“The intent that we're working through is to be able to 
achieve globally integrated operations,” the Marine general 
said. “The human element is at the heart of our ability to be 
able to do this.” 

The chiefs also will “take a look at some other war-
fighting functions” such as mobility, contracting, deploying 
forces, use of energy, force protection, and game-changing 
capabilities. 

“On the mobility piece, we have a smaller force, so a key 
ability is going to be the force [having] the mobility to make 
sure we're rapidly able to shift our forces around the world,” 
he said. “It's easy to move people; it's hard to move 
equipment.” 

Flynn added with any capability there is always is risk. 
“The first risk would be if we don't have the ability to 
communicate amongst ourselves if the network fails,” he said. 
“The second risk is if our partners are not able to join the 
network. Another risk is that our pursuit of advanced 
technology proves to be unaffordable.” 

An additional risk would be a smaller force unable to 
meet security demands, he said. “Our growth or our movement 
toward greater interdependence within the joint force results in 
less flexibility,” he said. 
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42. Senate Panel Approves Leaders For Key DoD Posts 
(NAVY TIMES 15 MAY 12) ... Rick Maze 

The Senate Armed Services Committee voted Tuesday to 
confirm the nominations of three undersecretaries of defense 
— for acquisition, policy and personnel — and four other top 
civilian posts. 

Meeting off the Senate floor, the committee approved 
Frank Kendall III to be undersecretary of defense for 
acquisition, technology and logistics; James Miller Jr. to be 
undersecretary of defense for policy; and Erin Conaton to be 
undersecretary of defense for personnel and readiness. 

Also approved were the nominations of Kathleen Hicks to 
be the principal deputy undersecretary of defense for policy, 
Jessica Wright to be assistant defense secretary for reserve 
affairs, Derek Chollet to be assistant defense secretary for 
international security affairs, and Heidi Shyu to be assistant 
Army secretary for acquisition, logistics and technology. 

The nominations were reported to the full Senate. It was 
unclear when they might come to a final vote. 

Kendall, Miller and Conaton appeared before the armed 
services committee in March to answer questions, but the 
three nominees are all well known in defense circles. 

For two years, Kendall has been the principal deputy 
undersecretary of defense for acquisition and technology, and 
is credited with working to improve some of the military’s 
worst-performing weapons programs. Miller served as 
principal deputy undersecretary of defense for policy under 
Michele Flournoy, whose position he would fill if confirmed. 
Conaton is a former Air Force undersecretary who served as 
staff director of the House Armed Services Committee. 
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43. New Law Authorizes Reservists To Respond To Homeland Disasters 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 15 MAY 12) ... Donna Miles 

WASHINGTON – New authority in this year’s Defense 
Department authorization act allows the Army, Navy, Air 
Force and Marine Corps reserves to be called to duty in 
response to natural disasters or emergencies in the homeland, 
and also to be mobilized for extended periods to support 
theater security missions around the world. 

Except for a crisis involving a weapon of mass 
destruction, the reserves historically have been prohibited 
from providing a homeland disaster response, Army Lt. Gen. 
Jack C. Stultz, the Army Reserve chief, told reporters 
yesterday. 

That job was reserved for the National Guard, which state 
governors could call up as needed to support civil authorities. 
If additional forces were required – as when Hurricane Katrina 
devastated the Gulf Coast in 2005 – active-duty service 
members became the federal default force. 

That’s long been a frustration to Stultz, who saw no sense 
in bypassing local reserve members simply because they 
operate under federal “Title 10” authority and not state “Title 
32” authority. 

“In a lot of cases, there were reserve-component Soldiers, 
Sailors, Airmen and Marines who were close at hand with the 
capabilities needed, but didn’t have the authority to act,” he 
said. “Finally, we got the law changed. This new legislation 
says that now we can use Title 10 reserves.” 

For these forces to be used, the law specifies that the 
president must declare an emergency or disaster and a state 
governor must request the assistance. 

Stultz clarified what hasn’t changed under the law. Civil 
authorities will remain the first responders. And when they 
need military support, National Guard forces will be the first 
to step in when called by their state governor. “We are not 
trying to change any of that,” the general said. 

But now, when a situation also demands a federal 
response, reserve forces can step in to assist for up to 120 
days. 

Army Gen. Charles H. Jacoby Jr., commander of U.S. 
Northern Command, and his staff are evaluating their federal 
response plan to take advantage of these new capabilities, 
Stultz said. 

Meanwhile, Stultz participated in a recent U.S. Army 
North exercise that helped to test the concept. The scenario 
involved two hurricanes hitting the United States almost 
simultaneously, requiring a federal response. 

The exercise helped participants work through the 
procedures that would be involved in calling Title 10 forces to 
duty, Stultz explained. “How does the governor and the 
adjutant general within a state go through the process of 
asking for federal help?” he said. “How do Army North and 

Northcom identify what capabilities are close by that they can 
use? How do we go through alerting these forces to go down 
and help this natural disaster? And as always, who cuts the 
order to put them on duty, and who provides the funding?” 

Stultz said he’s gratified by almost universal support for 
the new legislative authority. 

“Everybody is on board, from the governors to the 
adjutants general to Army North to Northcom saying this is 
going to be a good thing,” he said. “We just have to make sure 
we have the procedures and processes worked out.” 

And now, before the authority is actually needed, is the 
time to get that resolved, he said. “Let’s not wait until a 
hurricane hits to say, ‘How do we do it?’ he said. 

Another change in the 2012 authorization act allows Title 
10 reservists to be called to duty to support unnamed overseas 
contingencies. The reserves, and particularly the Army 
Reserve, have a long history of deploying members for 
medical, engineering and other missions to support theater 
engagement and security cooperation efforts. 

Typically, they did so as their annual training, which 
generally limits their engagements to 21 to 29 days, Stultz 
said. That could be particularly limiting when the missions are 
in far-flung parts of the world, he said, sometimes reducing 
time on the ground to as little as 14 days before the reservist 
had to pack up and return home. 

“With this new authority, now we can send them down 
for much longer periods of time,” Stultz said. 

As operations wind down in Afghanistan, Stultz said, he 
hopes reservists will be more available to support combatant 
commanders’ theater engagement campaigns. Based on the 
Army force generation model, that means Army Reservists 
will be ready to deploy one out of every five years. He said the 
pool of ready reservists could conduct extended theater-
support missions. 

A hospital unit, for example, could potentially spend three 
months rather than three weeks supporting a medical mission 
in Central or South America, Africa or Asia. And at the end of 
that three-month period, another reserve unit could rotate in to 
replace them. 

This additional capability, Stultz said, would give 
combatant commanders far more assets to support their 
engagement strategies across their areas of responsibility, even 
at a time of dwindling resources. 

“It is not going to happen overnight,” he conceded. “But 
over time, as we are sending an engineer unit to do a project in 
the Philippines, [we] have to sit with the Pacific Command 
and U.S. Army Pacific and say, ‘Next year, instead of 29 days, 
let’s do 60 or 90.’” 
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44. Former Commander Of U.S. Nuclear Forces Calls For Large Cut In Warheads 
(NEW YORK TIMES 16 MAY 12) ... Thom Shanker 

WASHINGTON -- Gen. James E. Cartwright, the retired 
vice chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff and a former 
commander of the United States’ nuclear forces, is adding his 
voice to those who are calling for a drastic reduction in the 
number of nuclear warheads below the levels set by 
agreements with Russia. 

General Cartwright said that the United States’ nuclear 
deterrence could be guaranteed with a total arsenal of 900 
warheads, and with only half of them deployed at any one 
time. Even those in the field would be taken off hair triggers, 
requiring 24 to 72 hours for launching, to reduce the chance of 
accidental war. 
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That arsenal would be a significant cut from the current 
agreement to limit Russia and the United States to 1,550 
deployed warheads each, down from 2,200, within six years. 
Under the New Start agreement, thousands more warheads can 
be kept in storage as a backup force, and the restrictions do not 
apply to hundreds of short-range nuclear weapons in the 
American and Russian arsenals. 

“The world has changed, but the current arsenal carries 
the baggage of the cold war,” General Cartwright said in an 
interview. “There is the baggage of significant numbers in 
reserve. There is the baggage of a nuclear stockpile beyond 
our needs. What is it we’re really trying to deter? Our current 
arsenal does not address the threats of the 21st century.” 

The proposals are contained in a report to be issued 
Wednesday by Global Zero, a nuclear policy organization, 
signed by General Cartwright and several senior national 
security figures, including Richard Burt, a former chief 
nuclear arms negotiator; Chuck Hagel, a former Republican 
senator from Nebraska; Thomas R. Pickering, a former 
ambassador to Russia; and Gen. John J. Sheehan, who held 
senior NATO positions before retiring from active duty. 

General Cartwright’s leading role in the study is expected 
to give heft to the proposals; he was the top officer at the 
United States Strategic Command, overseeing the entire 
nuclear arsenal. The report’s proposals also may help shape 
the election-year debate on national security. 

President Obama has pronounced a goal of eliminating 
nuclear weapons, but the specific steps and timetable remain 
aspirational. 

Pentagon officials have drawn up options for the 
president, ranging from an arsenal that remains at New Start 
levels to one with 300 to 400 warheads. But officials 
emphasized that this internal review was still under way and 
that no decisions had been made. 

In March, Republicans criticized Mr. Obama after he was 
overheard telling his Russian counterpart during a nuclear 
terrorism conference in South Korea that he would have more 
flexibility to deal with Moscow’s concerns on arms control 
after the November election. 

Among the striking Global Zero proposals is one to 
eliminate outright the fixed, land-based intercontinental 
nuclear missiles that form one leg of the three-part nuclear 
arsenal, and instead rely solely on submarines, which are 
nearly impossible to detect, and long-range bombers, which 
can be summoned back from an attack should a crisis ease. 

The proposal calls for 360 warheads deployed aboard 
submarines and 90 gravity bombs aboard strike aircraft, and 
calls on Russia also to limit its arsenal to 900 warheads. 

Given the low likelihood of a huge nuclear exchange with 
Russia or China, General Cartwright said, these steep 
reductions in the American arsenal are necessary if the United 
States wants credibility to urge restraints on the weapons 
programs of smaller nuclear powers like India and Pakistan -- 
and on potentially emerging nuclear states like Iran and North 
Korea. 

General Cartwright said that countries like India and 
Pakistan viewed their weapons more as a shield to protect 
their sovereignty than as a sword to be used in conflict. They 
and some potentially emerging nuclear powers ignore 
Washington’s calls for curbing their nuclear aspirations, 
saying that the United States is guilty of hypocrisy because it 
maintains a huge arsenal. 

“A significant number of countries are not part of the 
dialogue” on reducing nuclear weapons, he said. And as more 
nuclear weapons are held by more nations -- whose arsenals 
are not guarded by the layers of high-tech security systems in 
place over American weapons -- the greater the opportunity 
for them to fall into the hands of terrorists, General Cartwright 
noted. 

The Global Zero study also says that the large reductions 
make sense in a time of constrained Pentagon spending. The 
delivery systems in the American nuclear arsenal are nearing 
the end of their service life at nearly the same time, presenting 
a bill of hundreds of billions of dollars just as the Defense 
Department must cut spending. 

Bruce Blair, who directed the study and is a co-founder of 
Global Zero, said that decisions should be made soon on 
nuclear arms reductions, so that money is not wasted on 
weapons programs that should be eliminated. 

Mr. Blair said that land-based intercontinental missiles 
“have no role to play any longer.” In fixed silos, they are 
vulnerable to targeting. And the study includes maps to show 
that America’s land-based missile force would have to fly over 
Russia to reach potential nuclear adversaries like North Korea 
or Iran. That route “risks confusing Russia with ambiguous 
attack indications and triggering nuclear retaliation,” he said. 

The report emphasizes the importance of missile defense 
in bolstering American deterrence in an era of smaller 
offensive nuclear arsenals. 
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45. Defense Secretary Restricts Flights Of F-22 Raptors 
Leon E. Panetta's order followed pilot complaints about the costly fighter jets' oxygen system. He also wants 
monthly reports on the investigation into the cause. 
(LOS ANGELES TIMES 15 MAY 12) ... W.J. Hennigan 

Concerns about the Air Force's problem-plagued fleet of 
F-22 Raptor fighter jets led Defense Secretary Leon E. Panetta 
to restrict flights of the aircraft because of problems with its 
oxygen systems that can cause its pilots to become disoriented 
mid-flight. 

In addition, Panetta wants a monthly progress report on 
the investigation into the root cause of the F-22's oxygen 
problems and ordered the Air Force to speed up the 
installation of an automatic backup oxygen system. 

Panetta also called on Navy and NASA personnel to find 
a solution. 

"The secretary believes that this is the prudent course of 
action to take at this time," Pentagon spokesman George Little 
said at a Tuesday media briefing. "As I indicated, he will be 
receiving regular updates, and all options remain on the table 
going forward." 

The announcement is the latest blemish for the 
controversial F-22, the world's most expensive fighter jet, 
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which was made by Lockheed Martin Corp. and has never 
been used in combat since entering service in 2005. 

Since 2008, F-22 pilots have reported more than a dozen 
incidents in which the jet's systems weren't feeding them 
enough oxygen, causing hypoxia-like symptoms in the air. 
Hypoxia is a condition that can bring on nausea, headaches, 
fatigue or blackouts. 

The malfunction is suspected of contributing to at least 
one fatal accident and led to the grounding of the entire F-22 
fleet last year for nearly five months. But even after the 
grounding was lifted, the Air Force said investigators could 
not find a "smoking gun" for the problems and that hypoxia 
incidents continued to occur. 

The Air Force acknowledged two weeks ago that some of 
the nation's top aviators are refusing to fly the radar-evading 
F-22 at the risk of significant reprimand — or even discharge 
from the Air Force. The pilots' reluctance played into Panetta's 
decision, Little said. 

"Effective immediately, all F-22 flights will remain 
within the proximity of potential landing locations to enable 
quick recovery and landing should the pilot encounter 
unanticipated physiological conditions during flight," he said. 

This month, two F-22 pilots appeared on CBS' "60 
Minutes" to discuss why they refused to fly the jet. Virginia 
Air National Guard Capt. Joshua Wilson and Maj. Jeremy 
Gordon said they would not fly the F-22 until the oxygen 
problems were solved. 

After the segment aired, other F-22 pilots have contacted 
Rep. Adam Kinzinger (R-Ill), a former Air National Guard 
pilot, and Sen. Mark R. Warner (D-Va.) to address concerns 

about the F-22. The congressmen last week requested 
additional information from the Air Force to further determine 
the scope of safety concerns, and on Tuesday held a 
teleconference with reporters to applaud the Pentagon's 
announcement. 

"I think we've got their attention," Warner said on the 
teleconference. Panetta "took an appropriate first step." 

Kinzinger said that each of the sleek, diamond-winged F-
22s are vital to national security, but its capabilities are only at 
"80% to 90%." 

The F-22 is considered the most advanced fighter jet in 
the world because it can reach supersonic speeds without 
using afterburners, enabling it to fly faster and farther. It's also 
packed with cutting-edge radar and sensors, enabling a pilot to 
identify, track and shoot an enemy aircraft before that craft 
can detect the F-22. 

According to the Air Force, each F-22 costs $143 million. 
Counting upgrades and research and development, the U.S. 
Government Accountability Office estimates each F-22 costs 
taxpayers $412 million. 

The Air Force says the aircraft is essential to maintain air 
dominance around the world. It was conceived during the 
Cold War in the early 1980s to beat a new generation of 
Soviet fighter jets in dogfights. But with the collapse of the 
Soviet Union, the Soviet fighter jets that U.S. military 
planners feared were never built. 

The Air Force received the last of its order of 188 planes 
two weeks ago. The jets are stationed at seven military bases 
across the country, and some are now deployed to Southwest 
Asia. 

Return to Index 
 

46. House Lawmakers Not In Agreement On U.S. Missile Defense Plans 
(DEFENSE NEWS 15 MAY 12) ... Kate Brannen 

House appropriators are taking a far less aggressive stance 
on national missile defense programs than their colleagues in 
the House Armed Services Committee, either matching the 
Pentagon’s funding requests or providing smaller spending 
increases. 

For example, last week, the House Armed Services 
Committee voted to boost spending for the Ground-Based 
Midcourse Defense (GMD) system by $460 million above the 
$903 million requested by the Pentagon. 

The funding provided in the House Armed Services 
Committee’s bill includes $100 million for the Defense 
Department to evaluate possible locations for a new covered 
missile defense site on the East Coast of the United States. 

While the funding is included within the GMD budget 
line, the legislation would not require the new site to use 
GMD interceptors. 

Meanwhile, members of the House Appropriations 
subcommittee on defense are recommending a much smaller 
$75 million increase for the same program. 

There is no indication in the appropriators’ mark-up of the 
defense appropriations bill that the additional $75 million is 
intended for a third interceptor site on the East Coast. 

The House authorizers have also added $374 million to 
Advanced Submarine System Development, an account that 
includes R&D funding for the Ohio-class ballistic-missile 
submarine replacement. 

While House appropriators fully funded the Pentagon’s 
$555 million request, they did not recommend additional 
funding for the same account. 

Within the Energy Department’s budget, the House 
Armed Services Committee recommended adding $99 million 
to the Obama administration’s $1.1 billion request for naval 
nuclear reactors. 

“This increase will support continued development of an 
advanced ‘life-of-the-boat’ nuclear reactor for the Ohio-class 
replacement submarine program,” the committee’s report said. 

In January, the Pentagon announced its decision to delay 
procurement of the Ohio-class ballistic missile submarine 
replacement by two years. 

The legislation passed by the House Armed Services 
Committee last week would add funding for the submarine 
program that would keep it on its original schedule. 

House appropriators have not approved similar funding 
increases. In the energy and water appropriations bill, passed 
by the House Appropriations Committee April 25, there was 
no additional funding provided for the naval reactors. 

The full House is expected to debate the defense 
authorization bill later this week, while the House 
Appropriations Committee is scheduled to review its defense 
subcommittee’s recommendations May 17. 

As noted above, the committee already passed the 2013 
energy and water appropriations bill, which includes funding 
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for the National Nuclear Security Administration, which is housed within the Department of Energy. 
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47. National Parks Entrance Fees Waived For Troops 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 15 MAY 12) ... Brock Vergakis 

NORFOLK, Va. — Active-duty military personnel and 
their dependents will soon be able to enter every national park 
for free as part of an effort to thank service members and their 
families for the sacrifices they make, the Interior Department 
announced Tuesday. 

An annual pass will be made available to members of the 
military free of charge beginning Saturday, which is Armed 
Forces Day. The America the Beautiful National Parks and 
Federal Recreation Lands Annual Pass ordinarily costs $80. It 
provides access to more than 2,000 national parks, wildlife 
refuges and other public lands. 

The initiative is being marked with a Tuesday ceremony 
at Colonial National Historical Park in Yorktown, Va., the site 
of the last major battle of the American Revolutionary War. 
The park is nestled in a region of Virginia that plays host to all 
five branches of the military, including the world’s largest 
naval base. 

“I think when one goes into Virginia and you see all the 
sites, the Yorktown battlefield and the whole history of the 
country, it’s important that those who have fought in the 
tradition of making sure the nation’s democracy and freedom 
are protected also have access to these wonderful sites there,” 
Interior Secretary Ken Salazar said in a conference call with 
reporters in advance of the announcement. 

The National Park Service estimates that giving away the 
passes to service members and their families will result in a 
revenue loss between $2 million and $6 million. The passes 
allow the owner and passengers in a single private vehicle 
access to sites that charge per vehicle. At sites where entrance 
fees are charged per-person, it covers the pass owner and three 
adults age 16 and older. 

“We collect about $150 million in fees nationwide, so we 
don’t think that this amount of decrease will be significant to 
the overall operations of the service,” said Jon Jarvis, director 
of the National Park Service. 

Military personnel can get the passes at any national park 
or wildlife refuge that charges an entrance fee by showing 

their military ID. Each family member will also be able to 
obtain their own pass even if the service member is deployed 
or if they are traveling separately. 

The pass will be accepted at National Park Service, U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service, Bureau of Reclamation, Bureau of 
Land Management, U.S. Forest Service and U.S. Army Corps 
sites that charge entrance or standard amenity fees. 

The free pass will be made available for activated 
members of the National Guard and Reserves, but not for 
military veterans or retirees. 

The effort compliments the Joining Forces initiative being 
spearheaded by first lady Michelle Obama and Jill Biden, wife 
of Vice President Joe Biden, to support military families. 

“Our nation owes a debt of gratitude to our servicemen 
and women who make great sacrifices to protect our country 
and preserve our freedom,” Jill Biden said. “In recognition of 
their service, we are so pleased to be putting out a welcome 
mat for our military families at America’s most beautiful and 
storied sites.” 

Broadcast Clips - Military Given Free Access To 
National Parks, Wildlife Refuges 

(NEWPORT NEWS DAILY PRESS 15 MAY 12) Amanda 
Kerr 

Members of the United States armed services now have 
free access to more than 2,000 public lands, including all 
national parks and wildlife refuges. 

The news was announced in a ceremony honoring the 
military at Yorktown Victory Monument in the Colonial 
National Historical Park on Tuesday under cloudy skies. 

Secretary of the Department of the Interior Ken Salazar 
shared news of the creation of a new military version of the 
America the Beautiful National Parks and Federal Recreation 
Lands Annual Pass with a crowd of more than 100 military 
personnel. The pass will grant free access to active duty 
military members and their families to more than 2,000 public 
lands. 

View Clip (RT: 0:34) 
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48. Sailors Vs. Aliens: ‘Battleship’ Debuts Friday 
(NAVY TIMES 15 MAY 12) ... Jacqueline Klimas 

Trying to sink opponent’s ships is the goal of the classic 
Hasbro game, Battleship. But in the movie by the same name, 
the opponents are aliens lured to Earth by communications 
looking for intelligent life, your teammates are swimsuit 
models and rock stars, and the hits or misses will determine 
the fate of the planet. 

“Battleship,” directed by Peter Berg, will be released 
nationwide Friday. Check next week’s edition for a review. 
For now, here’s what you need to know: 

Retired Capt. Rick Hoffman, who in real life commanded 
the frigate DeWert and the cruiser Hue City, brought a Navy 
boot camp to the set for the film’s stars. Hoffman taught the 
actors how to act like a real sailor, giving advice like “Don’t 
fall off the boat!” The celebrities also got a Navy crash course 
from sailors, who shared the set as extras. 

“In every case, when we had someone in uniform on 
camera, he wanted real sailors,” Hoffman said of Berg. “Many 
of the speaking parts you see, particularly on the bridge and 
combat information center scenes, those were real sailors.” 

The general public will recognize many Hollywood A-
listers in the film, including Liam Neeson, recording artist 
Rihanna, Sports Illustrated swimsuit cover girl Brooklyn 
Decker and “Friday Night Lights” star Taylor Kitsch. Sailors 
may recognize another famous face from their own 
organization: Navy Secretary Ray Mabus. 

“One of the really cool things you get to do in this job, is 
occasionally you get to make cameos on TV and movies,” 
Mabus said at a Safety Excellence Awards Ceremony in July 
2011. “So you all watch out next summer for the blockbuster 
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‘Battleship.’ And pay particular attention to the captain of the 
USS Reagan.” 

The film’s stars visited the troops aboard the aircraft 
carrier George Washington and got a tour of the ship in early 
April to promote the movie in Yokosuka, Japan. 

“We are so excited to bring this film to everyone around 
the world,” Decker said during the visit. “We feel lucky and 
blessed to have you guys defending our freedoms, and we 
hope we shine a light on our heroes and the military around 
the world as we bring it to the big screen.” 

Although the movie does not come out until Friday, early 
reviews suggest it lives up to its billing: an action-adventure 
film with big explosions but without much substantial 
dialogue. The movie review site Rotten Tomatoes rated it as a 
4.8 out of 10 a week before its release. 

More than 450 sailors and their families saw a sneak 
preview of the movie April 28 at Joint Base Pearl Harbor-
Hickam, Hawaii. Sequences of the movie were filmed in 
Hawaii in 2010, and some sailors from the base got to be 
extras in the film. The movie features destroyers stationed 
there as well as the Battleship Missouri Memorial. 

Return to Index 
 
 

OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
49. The Impediments Standing In The Way Of Timely Delivery Of Benefits 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 15 MAY 12) ... Gordon P. Erspamer 

I frequently am asked the fundamental question of why 
the benefit and health care delivery systems for veterans 
administered by the Department of Veterans Affairs are so 
dysfunctional. Like many things, there is no simple answer. 

In many ways, the VA is like a battleship, with powerful 
forces of inertia and mass frustrating the ability of 
administrators to make any meaningful changes. The 
unfortunate result is that all too often, the well-being of 
veterans and their families is compromised, and many never 
receive the benefits that Congress intended. 

First, a major underlying factor in the present state of 
affairs is the structural impediments that insulate the VA from 
accountability. These include: (1) a statutory prohibition 
dating back to the Civil War that forbids veterans from paying 
counsel any money to represent them in any claims for 
benefits, which effectively eliminates access to counsel for 
most veterans; (2) the long history of a statutory bar to judicial 
review of VA claims decisions, which was finally changed in 
part in 1990 by the creation and opening of the Court of 
Appeals for Veterans Claims, a specialty court with very 
circumscribed powers and authority; and (3) the Feres 
doctrine, emanating from a Supreme Court decision during the 
Cold War, which in effect immunized the government from 
any liability to active-duty military personnel. 

These provisions have combined to give the VA 
extraordinary latitude to do what it pleases, and to restrict 
veterans’ access to justice. The VA supports and clings to 
these restrictions on veterans’ civil rights, relying on outdated 
and inaccurate characterizations of its processes as 
nonadversarial. For far too long, the VA has resisted the rule 
of law and compliance and enforcement procedure, and 
required each veteran to repeat the same struggle for justice. 

Second, the VA has never grappled with or solved the 
major problems that have plagued it for decades, such as the 
glaring lack of internal controls, the ever-expanding backlogs 
of claims and appeals, and the long waiting lists for health 
care. Instead, the VA simply resets its “goals” to account for 
further deterioration in timeliness, and the lines just get longer. 
From the management perspective, the VA hops from crisis to 

crisis, sometimes on multiple, simultaneous fronts, acting 
much like a player in a multipanel game of “Whack a Mole.” 

And most recently, we have seen stories about Inspector 
General audits of how the VA “cooks the books” regarding 
statistical measures, such as patient wait times. And even last 
week I learned that, after extensive litigation and 
investigations into the VA’s manipulation of its electronic 
waiting lists for health care, the VA in June 2009 quietly 
redefined what the standard for being placed on a waiting list 
by requiring that patients have to wait for at least 120 days 
(rather than 30) before even being placed on the electronic 
waiting list. For suicidal veterans, we need to acknowledge 
that a delay in providing care may turn out to be a death 
sentence. If the VA’s eye were on the ball of its mission of 
serving veterans, it would not need to resort to applying the 
principles of “how to lie with statistics.” And the backlogs of 
claims and appeals and remands in the VA adjudications 
system for death and disability compensation have continued 
markedly to deteriorate. For example, how can anyone defend 
a system that requires five to 10 years to resolve a veteran’s 
appeal? This is a cardinal example of how justice delayed is 
justice denied. 

As a nation, we need to rally around our veterans and 
eradicate the statutes and regulations which have turned them 
into second-class citizens. And we need to build a first-class 
health care system, and take measures to ensure that all 
disabled veterans and their survivors actually receive their just 
benefits from a grateful nation. 

The 9th Circuit Court of Appeals last week overturned a 
lower-court ruling that found delays by the Veterans Affairs 
mental health system in providing disability benefits were 
unconstitutional. The appeals court said that Congress, not the 
legal system, is responsible for fixing the problems. Gordon P. 
Erspamer, lead attorney for the veterans group challenging the 
VA, wrote this column for U-T San Diego. 

Gordon P. Erspamer, a senior counsel at Morrison & 
Foerster, has represented veterans and veterans’ groups on a 
pro bono basis for over three decades. 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Black Hawk Crash Kills 7 Americans, 4 Afghans 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 17 AUG 12) ... Heidi Vogt 

KABUL, Afghanistan -- A U.S. military helicopter crashed during a firefight with insurgents in a remote area of southern 
Afghanistan on Thursday, killing seven Americans and four Afghans in one of the deadliest air disasters of a war now into its second 
decade. The Taliban claimed they gunned down the Black Hawk. 

 
2. Securing Syria Chemical Weapons May Take Tens Of Thousands Of Troops 
(REUTERS 16 AUG 12) ... Mark Hosenball and Phil Stewart 

WASHINGTON -- The United States and its allies are discussing a worst-case scenario that could require tens of thousands of 
ground troops to go into Syria to secure chemical and biological weapons sites following the fall of President Bashar al-Assad's 
government, according to U.S. and diplomatic officials. 

 
3. Navy Adding Surveillance Planes, Drones To Its Asia-Pacific Fleet 
(STARS AND STRIPES 17 AUG 12) ... Erik Slavin 

YOKOSUKA NAVAL BASE, Japan — The U.S. Navy is stepping up its ocean surveillance capabilities in the Asia-Pacific 
region, with new manned aircraft arriving within the next year and preparations for next-generation drones beginning as soon as 
October 2013. 

 

MMIIDDEEAASSTT::  
4. PM Favors Attack That Sets Back Iran's Nukes 
Peres convinced U.S. will act; 70% of Israelis disagree 
(JERUSALEM POST 17 AUG 12) ... Herb Keinon 

Setting Iran’s nuclear plans back a few years to buy time for regime change or other unforeseen developments would be good in 
its own right, even if Israel cannot completely take out Iran’s nuclear program, Prime Minister Binyamin Netanyahu said recently, The 
Jerusalem Post has learned. 

 
5. As Diplomatic Efforts Stall In Syria, U.N. Says It Will End Its Observer Mission 
(NEW YORK TIMES 17 AUG 12) ... Rick Gladstone 

The United Nations Security Council decided on Thursday to terminate the United Nations observer mission in Syria, where the 
increasingly violent rebellion against President Bashar al-Assad’s government has left diplomatic peacemaking efforts paralyzed. But 
the Security Council agreed to keep a much smaller United Nations office in the country, holding out hope that a political solution was 
still possible. 

 
6. O'Kane Sailors Offer Assistance To Porter 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 16 AUG 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Alex R. Forster, Enterprise Carrier Strike Group 
Public Affairs 

USS O'KANE, At Sea -- Sailors from guided-missile destroyer USS O'Kane (DDG 77) are assisting the crew of guided-missile 
destroyer USS Porter (DDG 78) to recover from damage sustained in a collision with a large Japanese-owned merchant vessel near the 
Strait of Hormuz, Aug. 12. 

 

AASSIIAA  ––  PPAACCIIFFIICC::  
7. Japan Presses South Korea On Disputed Islands 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 17 AUG 12) ... Toko Sekiguchi and Alexander Martin 

TOKYO—Japan raised the stakes in its territorial dispute with South Korea on Friday, saying it would seek to take its claim of 
sovereignty over disputed islets to the International Court of Justice. 
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8. PNS Dehshat: Pakistan Navy Launches Second Fast Attack Craft (Missile) 
(PAKISTAN DAILY TIMES 16 AUG 12) 

KARACHI -- Launching ceremony of second fast attack craft (missile) PNS Dehshat was held on Thursday at Karachi Shipyard 
and Engineering Works (KSEW). Chief of Naval Staff Admiral Asif Sandila was the chief guest on the occasion. 

 

RRUUSSSSIIAA::  
9. Large Anti-Submarine Ship Admiral Chabanenko To Take Part In Northern Eagle 2012 Exercise 
(MOSCOW INTERFAX-AVN 17 AUG 12) 

SEVEROMORSK -- The Northern Fleet's large anti-submarine ship Admiral Chabanenko has left the main base of the Northern 
Fleet to take part in the Northern Eagle 2012 international naval exercise, NF spokesman 1st rank captain Vadim Serga told Interfax-
AVN on Thursday. 

 
10. New Ballistic Missile Sub To Join Fleet In September 
(RIA NOVOSTI 17 AUG 12) 

MOSCOW -- Russia's newest ballistic missile submarine (SSBN), the Project 955 Borey class boat Yury Dolgoruky, will be 
handed over to the fleet in September, a source in United Shipbuilding Corporation said on Friday. 

 

PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
11. Vets Facing Unexpectedly Difficult Transition To Civilian Jobs, Survey Finds 
(STARS AND STRIPES 16 AUG 12) ... Derek Turner 

WASHINGTON — Nearly two-thirds of new veterans say they faced a difficult transition to civilian life, partly because of the 
bleak economic environment but also because they seem to be speaking a different language than the business leaders who might hire 
them, according to a survey on post-military employment released this week. 

 
12. Army Suicides Doubled Last Month From June's Total 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 16 AUG 12) ... Robert Burns 

WASHINGTON— Suicides among active-duty soldiers in July more than doubled from June, accelerating a trend throughout the 
military this year that has prompted Pentagon leaders to redouble efforts to solve a puzzling problem. 

 
13. Navy's Go-To Guy Hands Over Reins Of The Truman 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 17 AUG 12) ... Mike Hixenbaugh 

NORFOLK -- The Harry S. Truman was in pieces when Capt. Dee Mewbourne assumed command of the aircraft carrier late last 
year. 

 

SSEEXXUUAALL  AASSSSAAUULLTT::  
14. Play Urges Navy Crews To Prevent Sex Assaults 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 16 AUG 12) 

SAN DIEGO — A play aimed at preventing sexual assaults has been performed for the crew of the warship Makin Island. 
 

AAVVIIAATTIIOONN::  
15. Pentagon Is Trying To Keep The Biggest Defense Program In History On Track 
(NEXTGOV 16 AUG 12) ... Dan Taylor 

Vice Adm. David Venlet was just about to hang up his Navy blues as chief of Naval Air Systems Command in the summer of 
2010, ready to decompress from the hectic world of Defense Department acquisition by engaging in his favorite hobby: fishing. 

 
16. First Dutch F-35 Flies Around Fort Worth 
(FLIGHTGLOBAL (UK) 16 AUG 12) ... Dave Majumdar 

WASHINGTON, D.C. -- The first Lockheed Martin F-35 Joint Strike Fighter built for the Royal Netherlands Air Force (RNLAF) 
has been spotted flying near the company's plant in Fort Worth, Texas. 

 
17. U.S. Marines To Minimize Osprey Flights Over Japan's Populated Areas 
(KYODO NEWS 16 AUG 12) 

WASHINGTON -- The top official of the U.S. Marine Corps on Thursday pledged to minimize flights of the MV-22 Osprey 
aircraft over densely populated areas in Japan, apparently in light of strong safety concerns over the planned deployment of the tilt-
rotor aircraft in the country. 
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LLIITTTTOORRAALL  CCOOMMBBAATT  SSHHIIPP::  
18. LCS-2 Heading To Drydock 
(DEFENSE DAILY 16 AUG 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

NAVAL BASE SAN DIEGO--The USS Independence (LCS-2) is heading to the drydock in the first post shakedown availability 
of the ship (PSA) since it was commissioned more than two years ago. 

 
19. U.S. Navy Officials Suppressed Bad LCS-1 Test Results 
(AVIATION WEEK 16 AUG 12) ... Michael Fabey 

U.S. Navy emails and other documents suggest that officials muzzled bad test results for the first Littoral Combat Ship (LCS-1) 
variant, the USS Freedom, at a crucial time in the program’s development, when the service was considering which seaframe to pick 
for the $30 billion-plus fleet. 

 
20. Off Course: Did Navy Underplay Steering Problem Before Awarding Ship Contract? 
(PROJECT ON GOVERNMENT OVERSIGHT 16 AUG 12) ... Ben Freeman, Ph.D. 

In late 2010, the future of one of the U.S. Navy’s prized new weapons systems hung in the balance. 
 

TTEECCHHNNOOLLOOGGYY::  
21. Tapping Crowds For Military Design 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 17 AUG 12) ... James R. Hagerty 

A branch of the Pentagon is looking into whether a bunch of volunteers could design a better amphibious vehicle for the Marines 
than a defense contractor. 

 
22. U.S. Navy Expects Fall Approval For UCLASS Requirements 
(FLIGHTGLOBAL (UK) 16 AUG 12) ... Dave Majumdar 

WASHINGTON, D.C. -- The U.S. Navy expects formal approval of its unmanned carrier-launched surveillance strike (UCLASS) 
aircraft requirements in the early fall. 

 
23. Navy's New 'Precision Kill' System Adds Laser-Guided Accuracy To Ordinary Rockets 
(FOX NEWS 16 AUG 12) ... Allison Barrie 

At low cost, the Advanced Precision Kill Weapon transforms a run of the mill rocket into one that is precision laser guided for 
surgical strikes. 

 

CCYYBBEERR::  
24. Cyber Command Struggles To Define Its Place On A Shifting Battlefield 
(NEXTGOV 16 AUG 12) ... Aliya Sternstein 

The U.S. Cyber Command, which directs network offensive operations for the Pentagon and protects its networks, is becoming 
more open about the military’s capabilities in cyberspace. Recently, the Defense Department was forced to show part of its hand when 
leaks surfaced about U.S.-manufactured cyber weapons and cyber espionage missions. Still, since 2011, the department has told the 
world it stands prepared to protect U.S. national security interests through cyberspace maneuvers. 

 

CCOONNGGRREESSSS  //  BBUUDDGGEETT::  
25. Alaska Senator Hopeful On Passing Sea Treaty 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 16 AUG 12) ... Dan Joling 

ANCHORAGE, Alaska — Melting summer sea ice is opening up the Arctic Ocean to commercial opportunities but the United 
States could miss them if it doesn’t sign the Law of the Sea treaty, according to U.S. Sen. Lisa Murkowski. 

 
26. Some Senior Lawmakers Show Flexibility In Budget Negotiations 
(DEFENSE NEWS 16 AUG 12) ... Marcus Weisgerber 

With Congress in recess until September, few believe lawmakers will agree on a comprehensive deal to lower the U.S. deficit 
before November’s elections. 

 
27. Politics Keep Sequestration Threat Alive 
(MILITARY UPDATE 16 AUG 12) ... Tom Philpott 

Members of Congress are more interested in winning reelection in November than in removing before then the budget 
"sequestration" knife that threatens to lop 10 percent off 2500 defense programs starting Jan. 2. 
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OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
28. Eyes To The Skies For Air & Water Show Test Flights 
(WGN CW CHICAGO 16 AUG 12) 

GARY, Ind. -- There will be some high speed action at the lakefront this weekend with Chicago's Air and Water Show. 
 

29. Divers Take On Chicago Aquarium For Navy Week 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 16 AUG 12) ... Sitthixay Ditthavong 

CHICAGO — Parrotfish, bonnethead sharks, and cownose rays were some of the Shedd Aquarium’s underwater inhabitants 
surprised Thursday when members of the U.S. Navy Experimental Diving Unit plunged into the Caribbean Reef exhibit they call 
home. 

 
30. Navy Musicians To Perform Throughout Week 
(TOLEDO (OH) BLADE 16 AUG 12) 

There may be nothing more stirring than a military band blasting through patriotic songs on a summer day. 
 

UUSSSS  CCOONNSSTTIITTUUTTIIOONN::  
31. Sailing Out Of History 
USS Constitution to mark anniversary with rare voyage 
(BOSTON GLOBE 17 AUG 12) ... Peter DeMarco 

For just the second time in 131 years the USS Constitution will sail under its own power Sunday — the anniversary of its most 
famous battle — on a voyage that is expected to be as brief as it is momentous. 

 

WWHHIITTEE  HHOOUUSSEE::  
32. First Lady Michelle Obama To Visit Mayport Next Week 
(FLORIDA TIMES-UNION 17 AUG 12) ... William Browning 

First lady Michelle Obama is scheduled to visit Mayport Naval Station on Wednesday to meet with military families and make an 
announcement about a veterans and military spouse employment milestone for the administration and Joining Forces. 

 

CCOOMMMMEENNTTAARRYY::  
33. Keeping The Faith 
Can the military save on pay and benefits without breaking faith? 
(GOVERNMENT EXECUTIVE 15 AUG 12) ... Kellie Lunney 

America’s military community has long felt disconnected from the civilian population it protects. In the latest survey from the 
nonprofit military support group Blue Star Families, 95 percent of respondents, who included service members, veterans, spouses and 
children, agreed with the statement: “The general public does not truly understand or appreciate the sacrifices made by service 
members and their families.” 

 
34. How The Navy Protects America In 2012 
(SOUTHTOWN (IL) STAR 16 AUG 12) ... Vice Admiral Philip Cullom 

America’s Navy is our nation’s front line in peace and war; operating on, above and below the sea. Think of the Navy as 
America’s “away team,” deployed around the world, defending our nation’s interests, every single day. 

 
35. This Is Our Time 
(U.S. FLEET FORCES COMMAND BLOG 16 AUG 12) ... Adm. J.C. Harvey, Jr. 

When I started my tenure as a Flag Officer nearly twelve years ago (December 2000), it was a very different period for our Navy 
and our nation. USS COLE had been attacked two months prior (and would ultimately change the way our Navy trains and conducts 
ATFP), but we were still nine months away from one of the most significant events in our nation’s history – the 9/11 attacks. 

 
36. Japan Must Calmly Assert Its Rights in Territorial Disputes 
(ASAHI SHIMBUN 17 AUG 12) ... Editorial 

Fourteen Hong Kong activists, including five who landed on the Senkaku island of Uotsurishima on Aug. 15, have been arrested 
by the Okinawa prefectural police and the Japan Coast Guard for violating Japan's immigration control law. 
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37. Preparing For War With China 
(THE NATIONAL INTEREST 16 AUG 12) ... James Holmes 

For an operational concept that has never been published, the U.S. military’s AirSea Battle doctrine has elicited some fiery 
commentary. Or maybe it stokes controversy precisely because the armed forces haven’t made it official. Its details are subject to 
speculation. The chief source of information about it remains an unclassified, unofficial study published in 2010 by the Washington-
based Center for Strategic and Budgetary Assessments. 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Black Hawk Crash Kills 7 Americans, 4 Afghans 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 17 AUG 12) ... Heidi Vogt 

KABUL, Afghanistan -- A U.S. military helicopter 
crashed during a firefight with insurgents in a remote area of 
southern Afghanistan on Thursday, killing seven Americans 
and four Afghans in one of the deadliest air disasters of a war 
now into its second decade. The Taliban claimed they gunned 
down the Black Hawk. 

American service personnel in Afghanistan are dying at a 
rate of about one per day so far this year despite a drawdown 
of troops. That death rate has risen recently with the summer 
fighting season in full gear and a rash of attacks by Afghan 
security forces on their foreign trainers and partners. 

NATO forces said they could not confirm what caused 
Thursday's crash and stressed that it was still being 
investigated. The Black Hawk was operating in support of an 
ongoing assault on the ground but initial indications were that 
it was not shot down, according to U.S. officials who spoke 
anonymously because the investigation was continuing. 

Taliban spokesman Qari Yousef Ahmadi said insurgent 
fighters struck the helicopter in Kandahar province on 
Thursday morning. He declined to give further details in a 
phone call with The Associated Press. 

The Kandahar provincial government backed the Taliban 
claim. It said the helicopter was shot down in Shah Wali Kot 
district, a rural area north of Kandahar city where insurgents 
move freely and regularly launch attacks. Provincial 
spokesman Ahmad Jawed Faisal did not provide details or say 
how the province had confirmed the information. 

Kandahar is a traditional Taliban stronghold and the 
spiritual birthplace of the hardline Islamist movement, which 
ruled Afghanistan before being ousted in 2001 by the U.S.-led 
alliance for sheltering al-Qaida's leaders. 

Thursday's crash came less than a week after six 
American service members were gunned down, apparently by 
two members of the Afghan security forces they were training 
to take over the fight against the insurgency. 

White House spokesman Jay Carney said Thursday that 
the U.S. is prioritizing efforts to prevent more of these types of 
attacks. NATO says that 34 international service members 
have been killed in attacks by Afghan security forces or 
militants wearing their uniforms so far this year. 

The international force "is continually assessing and 
refining procedures in force protection so that we can both 
meet mission requirements and ensure the safety of our 
forces," Carney said. 

The Taliban said Thursday that the insider attacks are part 
of a strategy to undercut the alliance between the Afghan 
government and international forces. 

"Mujahideen have cleverly infiltrated the ranks of the 
enemy according to the plan given to them last year," the 
militants said in their annual statement ahead of the Eid al-Fitr 
holiday marking the end of Ramadan, the Muslim holy month. 

The attacks on U.S. service personnel have stirred fresh 
doubts about the capability of Afghan security forces to secure 
the country in less than two years' time. The majority of 
international combat troops are scheduled to exit the country 
by the end of 2014. 

With Thursday's crash, at least 26 Americans have been 
killed so far this month and at least 219 so far this year. 

That adds up to fewer deaths than in 2011, when 233 U.S. 
service personnel had died by the end of July. But more than 
100,000 U.S. forces were stationed in the country a year ago, 
and thousands of those have already left as part of the 
drawdown ordered by President Barack Obama. The military 
hopes to trim the force to 68,000 troops in Afghanistan by 
October. 

The Taliban, meanwhile, are not laying low. Insurgent 
attacks were up 11 percent in the three months of April 
through June compared with the same period of 2011, 
according to NATO. And the U.N. reported last week that 
targeted killings of civilians were surging. Afghan police and 
army casualties have also been on the rise. 

And July has been the deadliest month of 2012 for U.S. 
troops, with 40 killed as a result of war-related violence - 
slightly more than in the same month of 2011. 

But back home, Americans appear to be paying less 
attention to the war. 

Afghanistan has rarely come up in the presidential 
campaign as Obama and Republican challenger Mitt Romney 
focus on the economy, jobs and taxes as the key issues. 
Romney, a one-term Massachusetts governor who spent most 
of his career in the private sector, has said he disagrees with 
Obama's timing to bring the last combat troops home at the 
end of 2014 but has offered few details of how he would 
change it. 

As U.S. forces decrease in Afghanistan, much more of the 
war is likely to be fought in the shadows by elite forces who 
issue few press releases or statements about their strategy. 
Three of the seven U.S. service personnel killed in Thursday's 
crash were special operations forces - two Navy SEALS and a 
Navy explosives expert, U.S. officials said on condition of 
anonymity because they were not authorized to disclose the 
information. 

The crash killed all of those aboard - seven U.S. troops, 
three members of the Afghan security forces and an Afghan 
civilian interpreter, said Jamie Graybeal, a spokesman for the 
coalition. 

The downed helicopter was a Sikorsky UH-60 Black 
Hawk, a medium-lift helicopter that has served as the U.S. 
Army's workhorse since the 1980s. 

The U.S.-led NATO force in Afghanistan has relied 
heavily on utility helicopters such as the Black Hawk to ferry 
troops, dignitaries and supplies around the mountainous 
terrain, thus avoiding the threat of ambushes and roadside 
bombs. 

Thursday's crash was the deadliest since a Turkish 
helicopter struck a house near the Afghan capital, Kabul, on 
March 16, killing 12 Turkish soldiers on board and four 
Afghan civilians on the ground, officials said. In August 2011, 
insurgents shot down a Chinook helicopter, killing 30 
American troops, mostly elite Navy SEALs, in Wardak 
province in central Afghanistan. 

At least 1,961 U.S. service personnel have been killed in 
Afghanistan over the course of the 11-year war. 

Casualties have jumped each year in the summer, when 
warm weather makes it easier for insurgents to move through 
mountain passes and carry out attacks. The three deadliest 
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months of the war for U.S. troops have been in summer: 
August 2011, 71 deaths; July 2010, 65 deaths; June 2010, 60 
deaths. During the winter, the Taliban and other insurgent 
groups have tended to bed down to wait out the cold. 

Associated Press writers Lolita C. Baldor in Washington, 
Slobodan Lekic in Brussels, Mirwais Khan in Kandahar, 
Afghanistan, and Amir Shah, Kay Johnson and Deb 
Riechmann in Kabul contributed to this report. 

Return to Index 
 

2. Securing Syria Chemical Weapons May Take Tens Of Thousands Of Troops 
(REUTERS 16 AUG 12) ... Mark Hosenball and Phil Stewart 

WASHINGTON -- The United States and its allies are 
discussing a worst-case scenario that could require tens of 
thousands of ground troops to go into Syria to secure chemical 
and biological weapons sites following the fall of President 
Bashar al-Assad's government, according to U.S. and 
diplomatic officials. 

These secret discussions assume that all of Assad's 
security forces disintegrate, leaving chemical and biological 
weapons sites in Syria vulnerable to pillaging. The scenario 
also assumes these sites could not be secured or destroyed 
solely through aerial bombings, given health and 
environmental risks. 

A U.S. official, speaking on condition of anonymity to 
explain the sensitive discussions, said the United States still 
had no plans to put boots on the ground in Syria. President 
Barack Obama's administration has, in fact, so far refused to 
provide lethal support to the rebels fighting to oust Assad's 
regime and the Pentagon has played down the possibility of 
implementing a no-fly zone anytime soon. 

"There is not a imminent plan to deploy ground forces. 
This is, in fact, a worst-case scenario," the official said, adding 
U.S. forces would likely play a role in such a mission. 

Two diplomatic sources, also speaking on condition of 
anonymity, said as many as 50,000 or 60,000 ground forces 
may be needed if officials' worst fears are realized, plus 
additional support forces. 

Even a force of 60,000 troops, however, would not be 
large enough for peacekeeping and would only be the amount 
required to secure the weapons sites - despite some of the 
appearances of a Iraq-style occupation force, the diplomatic 
sources cautioned. 

It is unclear at this stage how such a military mission 
would be organized and which nations might participate. But 
some European allies have indicated they are unlikely to join, 
the sources said. 

The White House declined comment on specific 
contingency plans. Spokesman Tommy Vietor said that while 
the U.S. government believes the chemical weapons are under 
the Syrian government's control, "Given the escalation of 
violence in Syria, and the regime's increasing attacks on the 
Syrian people, we remain very concerned about these 
weapons. 

"In addition to monitoring their stockpiles, we are actively 
consulting with Syria's neighbors - and our friends in the 
international community - to underscore our common concern 

about the security of these weapons, and the Syrian 
government's obligation to secure them," Vietor said. 

The Pentagon declined to comment. 
Potentially Dozens Of Sites 
While there is no complete accounting of Syria's 

unconventional weapons, it is widely believed to have 
stockpiles of nerve agents such as VX, sarin and tabun. 

The U.S. official said there were potentially dozens of 
chemical and biological weapons sites scattered around the 
country. 

Securing them could not be left to an aerial bombing, 
which could lead to the dispersion of those agents, the official 
said. 

"There could be second-order effects that could be 
extremely problematic," the official said of aerial bombing. 

Defense Secretary Leon Panetta said last month that it 
was important that Syrian security forces be held together 
when Assad is forced from power, citing, in particular, their 
ability to secure chemical weapons sites. 

"They do a pretty good job of securing those sites," 
Panetta said in an interview with CNN in July. "If they 
suddenly walked away from that, it would be a disaster to 
have those chemical weapons fall into the wrong hands, hands 
of Hezbollah or other extremists in that area." 

The United States, Israel and Western powers have been 
discussing the nightmarish possibility that some of Assad's 
chemical weapons could make their way to militant groups - 
al-Qaeda style Sunni Jihadi insurgents or pro-Iranian Shi'ite 
Lebanese fighters from Hezbollah. 

Some Western intelligence sources suggested that 
Hezbollah and Iran's Revolutionary Guards, both close allies 
of Syria, might try to get hold of the chemical weapons in the 
case of a total collapse of government authority. 

Syria began to acquire the ability to develop and produce 
chemical weapons agents in 1973, including mustard gas and 
sarin, and possibly also VX nerve agent. 

Precise quantities and configurations of chemical 
weapons in the Syrian stockpile are not known. However, the 
CIA has estimated that Syria possesses several hundred liters 
of chemical weapons and produces hundreds of tons of agents 
annually. 

The Global Security website, which collects published 
intelligence reports and other data, says there are several 
suspected chemical weapons facilities in Syria. 

Analysts have also identified the town of Cerin, on the 
coast, as a possible production site for biological weapons. 

Return to Index 
 

3. Navy Adding Surveillance Planes, Drones To Its Asia-Pacific Fleet 
(STARS AND STRIPES 17 AUG 12) ... Erik Slavin 

YOKOSUKA NAVAL BASE, Japan — The U.S. Navy is 
stepping up its ocean surveillance capabilities in the Asia-
Pacific region, with new manned aircraft arriving within the 

next year and preparations for next-generation drones 
beginning as soon as October 2013. 
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The advanced aircraft likely will be welcomed by 
multiple U.S. allies in the region. China’s increasingly 
assertive claims on much of the East China Sea and nearly all 
of the South China Sea — including untapped energy reserves 
and vast fishing grounds — have recently led nations with 
competing claims to at least consider asking the U.S. for more 
aerial surveillance. 

The P-8 Poseidon aircraft will arrive within the next year 
and replace the squadron of P-3 Orion aircraft at Naval Air 
Facility Atsugi, Japan, base officials have confirmed. 

Poseidon can operate up to 12,000 feet higher than Orion, 
which has been continually upgraded since its introduction in 
the 1960s. Poseidon also is faster and more survivable than 
Orion during a conflict, said Owen Coté, associate director of 
the MIT Security Studies Program. 

“I would say that P-8 is a better airframe than P-3 for the 
Western Pacific,” Coté said. 

Poseidon will also carry upgraded active sonar and 
periscope detection sonars. 

“The new sensors it brings … are also compatible with P-
3, so to be fair, it’s really about replacing the airframe, not 
new anti-submarine warfare capabilities,” Coté said. 

While both Poseidon and Orion are primarily made for 
submarine surveillance and warfare, the Poseidon is also 
designed to work with the MQ-4C Broad Area Maritime 
Surveillance Triton, a recently unveiled drone aircraft 
specifically adapted to watch the world’s oceans. 

The BAMS will eventually join the Air Force Global 
Hawk drones at Andersen Air Force Base in Guam, said Joe 
Gradisher, spokesman for the Deputy Chief of Naval 
Operations for Information Dominance. 

Preparations for deploying the drones will begin 
sometime during fiscal year 2014, with operations in the 
Pacific scheduled to begin about three years afterward, 
Gradisher said. 

“Pacific Command basing plans for BAMS include the 
use of Guam, but other bases may be considered in the future, 
subject to combatant commander desires and future diplomatic 
arrangements,” Gradisher said. 

If recent trends over territorial disputes in the east and 
south China seas continue, those diplomatic arrangements 
could involve multiple Pacific Rim nations. 

Philippine and Chinese ships recently ended a two-month 
standoff over the uninhabited Scarborough Shoal. Much of the 
shoal is submerged at high tide, but its surrounding waters are 
frequented by Chinese fishing boats and surveillance ships, 
despite its location within the Philippines” 200-nautical-mile 
exclusive economic zone. 

Following the standoff, Philippine President Benigno 
Aquino said he was mulling an earlier U.S. offer to provide P-
3 surveillance flights and intelligence. 

“We might be requesting overflights on that,” Aquino told 
Reuters in July, referring to U.S. Orion flights. “We don’t 
have aircraft with those capabilities.” 

Meanwhile, Japanese broadcaster NHK and the Yomiuri 
Shimbun both reported in August that the Guam-based Global 
Hawk drones would fly surveillance flights over the Chinese-
claimed, Japanese-administered Senkaku Islands, following a 
Pentagon meeting between Defense Secretary Leon Panetta 
and Japan’s defense minister. 

China, Japan, the Philippines, Taiwan, Brunei, Vietnam 
and Malaysia all have competing claims in the east and south 
China seas. China has rejected U.S. overtures for multilateral 
talks, stating that it wished to settle each dispute bilaterally. 

Beijing bases its claims primarily on ancient discoveries 
of the generally uninhabited islands and shoals, but the other 
nations involved say those claims do not correspond with 
international law. 

Return to Index 
 
 

MMIIDDEEAASSTT::  
4. PM Favors Attack That Sets Back Iran's Nukes 
Peres convinced U.S. will act; 70% of Israelis disagree 
(JERUSALEM POST 17 AUG 12) ... Herb Keinon 

Setting Iran’s nuclear plans back a few years to buy time 
for regime change or other unforeseen developments would be 
good in its own right, even if Israel cannot completely take out 
Iran’s nuclear program, Prime Minister Binyamin Netanyahu 
said recently, The Jerusalem Post has learned. 

Netanyahu, in private meetings, repeated a number of 
times that before Israel’s 1981 attack on Iraq’s Osirak nuclear 
reactor, the Mossad and Military Intelligence were opposed 
because they thought the best that could be done was to delay 
the program for a couple of years. 

Related: Kadima's Dichter to quit Knesset for cabinet 
postFormer mayor to become Kadima's first Arab MKThey 
also argued at the time, Netanyahu said, that nothing would be 
solved in the long term, and that the operational risks were too 
high. 

The prime minister, according to government sources, 
said that taking action to set back the program is legitimate 
because the delay could give birth to numerous unforeseen 
developments. 

For instance, he has said, such an attack – one that 
demonstrates the vulnerability of the regime – could hasten 
regime change inside Iran. 

According to government sources, Ambassador to the 
U.S. Michael Oren was reflecting Netanyahu’s thinking when 
he said on Wednesday at a public forum in Washington that 
Israel would be willing to hit Iran if it only set back – and did 
not destroy – its “One, two, three, four years are a long time in 
the Middle East – look what’s happened in the last year,” Oren 
said. 

Among the arguments used most against a solo Israeli 
attack, indeed an argument voiced on Tuesday by Gen. Martin 
Dempsey, chairman of the U.S. Joint Chiefs of Staff, is that an 
Israeli attack could not take out the Iranian program. Many 
also argue that it would rally the Iranian population around an 
unpopular regime. 

Netanyahu has also discounted the second part of that 
argument in recent meetings, saying that the Israeli rescue raid 
on Entebbe in 1976 did not bring the Ugandan public to rally 
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around its dictator Idi Amin, but rather strengthened the 
opposition fighting him by showing his weakness. 

In addition to Mossad and IDF Intelligence opposition, 
President Shimon Peres, then a Labor MK, also opposed the 
attack on the Iraqi reactor in 1981. He stood by his opposition 
during a Channel 2 interview on Thursday marking his 89th 
birthday, saying that the Iraqi reactor that was destroyed was 
not able to produce nuclear weapons. 

He said that after the Israeli bombing, the Iraqis moved to 
centrifuges to enrich uranium, and that were it not for the U.S. 
invasion in 2003, they would have been farther along with the 
centrifuges than the Iranians. 

Peres said that the world realized the danger posed by a 
nuclear Iran, and that Israel was not in this battle alone. 

Asked whether he was convinced that U.S. President 
Barack Obama would take action to prevent Iran from gaining 
nuclear weapons, Peres replied, “I am convinced that this is an 
American interest, and I am sure that he sees the American 
interest and he isn’t saying this just to keep us happy. I have 
no doubt about it, after having had talks with him.” 

Peres said that it was “clear to us that we can’t do it alone. 
We can delay. It’s clear to us we have to proceed together with 
America. There are questions about coordination and timing, 
but as serious as the danger is, this time at least we are not 
alone.” 

Peres also dismissed the notion that Israel had to take 
action before the November 6 U.S. elections, as many have 
speculated. “I don’t think they will do it before the elections,” 
he said. 

Sources close to Netanyahu slammed Peres for his 
statements, saying that he had forgotten the president’s largely 
symbolic role. The sources said Peres had made numerous 
wrong assessments of the security situation in the past, 
particularly in opposing the attack on the Iraqi reactor; in 
believing the Oslo Accords – which led to the deaths of more 
than 1,000 Israelis – would usher in a “new Middle East”; and 
in minimizing the threats posed by the unilateral withdrawal 
from Gaza in 2005, which led to thousands of rockets and 
missiles being fired on the South. 

Labor chairwoman Shelly Yechimovich said that 
Netanyahu harmed the institution of the president by 
responding so fiercely. 

“Netanyahu’s attack on Peres was gross and violent and 
the fact that he’s hiding behind his associates does not 
diminish the harshness of his response,” she said. 

In response to Peres’s statements, Jewish Agency 
chairman Natan Sharansky said the difference between the 
president’s role and the prime minister’s was clear. 

“The president has a symbolic role, while the prime 
minister and the government are the ones who make decisions. 
It is important to keep this division for the sake of the 

democratic nature of the State of Israel and especially for 
subjects like these.” 

Meanwhile, Defense Minister Ehud Barak – who has 
emerged as the most bellicose minister regarding Iran – told 
the Knesset during a special session, called to approve Avi 
Dichter’s appointment as home front defense minister, that 
taking action against Iran today was “not simple, without risks 
or unintended consequences.” 

At the same time, he added, “I believe that it is 
inestimably more complicated, inestimably more dangerous, 
inestimably more complex, and inestimably more expensive in 
terms of human life and resources to deal with a nuclear Iran 
in the future.” 

Deflecting criticism that the government was not 
discussing the matter in sufficient depth, or that he and 
Netanyahu were likely to make the decision to attack Iran 
alone, Barak said that in all his years in government no issue – 
neither dealing with peace nor with war – has been discussed 
in as much depth and detail as this issue. “This does not mean 
there are no disagreements,” he said. “The issue is 
complicated. But it is being deliberated.” 

Referring to the loud and very public discussion of the 
issue, Barak said “there is authority given to the prime 
minister, the defense minister and the foreign minister. There 
is a forum of nine [ministers], there is a security cabinet, and 
when a decision needs to be made it will be taken by the 
Israeli government. 

That is the way it always was, and the way it needs to be. 
Neither citizens’ groups nor even editorials [will make the 
decision].” 

If it were up to the public, according to a poll of the 
Jewish population commissioned by the Israel Democracy 
Institute and Tel Aviv University, Israel would not attack 
without U.S. assistance. 

The poll, conducted on August 7-8 by the Dahaf Institute 
among 516 Israeli Jews, found that 61 percent were either 
strongly or moderately opposed to an Israeli attack without 
U.S. cooperation. Only 27% said they either strongly or 
moderately supported such a move. 

The poll also found that despite numerous reports in the 
Israeli press about an imminent attack, 56% said the chances 
of such an attack were low, while just 33% said there were 
very high or moderately high chances of an Israeli military 
action. 

And while Peres said he was convinced that the U.S. 
under Obama would take action, the Israeli public – according 
to the poll – is far less certain. Asked if Israel could rely on a 
promise U.S. Defense Secretary Leon Panetta made on his 
recent visit that “Iran will never have nuclear weapons,” only 
22% said Israel could rely on that promise, while 70% said it 
could not. 

The survey had a 4.5-percentage point margin of error. 
Return to Index 
 

5. As Diplomatic Efforts Stall In Syria, U.N. Says It Will End Its Observer Mission 
(NEW YORK TIMES 17 AUG 12) ... Rick Gladstone 

The United Nations Security Council decided on 
Thursday to terminate the United Nations observer mission in 
Syria, where the increasingly violent rebellion against 
President Bashar al-Assad’s government has left diplomatic 
peacemaking efforts paralyzed. But the Security Council 

agreed to keep a much smaller United Nations office in the 
country, holding out hope that a political solution was still 
possible. 

France’s ambassador to the United Nations, Gérard 
Araud, the Security Council’s current president, announced 
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the decision after a meeting on the future of the observer 
mission, three days before its mandate expires. He said all 15 
members had agreed that the conditions for extending the 
mission — reduced violence and an end to the Syrian 
government’s use of heavy weapons — had not been met. 

“If you don’t renew the mandate, the mandate is over,” 
Mr. Araud said afterward. He said the dismantling of the 
mission, which at its peak had 300 unarmed observers, “will 
start in a few days.” 

Mr. Araud also said that the Security Council had 
approved a request by Ban Ki-moon, the secretary general of 
the United Nations, to maintain an office in Damascus, Syria’s 
capital, with its exact nature and size to be determined. “There 
will be a U.N. presence, and we hope a useful U.N. presence,” 
he said. 

The withdrawal of the observer mission represented what 
some diplomatic experts called an unusual acknowledgment 
by the United Nations that it was helpless to resolve a bitter 
sectarian-tinged conflict in which an estimated 18,000 people 
have been killed and none of the antagonists are interested in 
negotiating. 

Some characterized the withdrawal as a positive 
development that would remove what they called the pretense 
that a viable peace effort was under way. 

“Where the U.N. gets in trouble is when you have 
placeholders, when something’s better than nothing,” said 
Bruce W. Jentleson, a former State Department diplomat who 
is now a professor of public policy and political science at 
Duke University. “Something is not always better than 
nothing.” 

Still, the Security Council’s decision runs the risk of 
further marginalizing the role of the United Nations in the 
Syrian war, leaving it vulnerable to the same criticism of 
inaction that it has faced in other major armed conflicts where 
civilians have suffered massacres and other brutalities. 

Mr. Ban and other United Nations officials, mindful of 
the failures in thwarting atrocities like the 1994 Rwanda 
genocide and 1995 Srebrenica massacre, have repeatedly 
invoked those events in talking about Syria. Last month Mr. 
Ban, paying the first-ever visit by a secretary general to the 
memorial site for the 8,000 men and boys killed by Bosnian 
Serb forces in Srebrenica, said, “I do not want to see any of 
my successors, after 20 years, visiting Syria, apologizing for 
what we could have done now to protect the civilians in Syria, 
which we are not doing now.” 

Edmond Mulet, the assistant secretary general for 
peacekeeping, who attended the Security Council meeting and 
will help oversee the monitor mission’s withdrawal, 
acknowledged that “the situation on the ground is extremely 
difficult” in Syria. Still, he said, “the fact that it’s difficult 
doesn’t mean we should not face the challenge.” 

Mr. Mulet said the new office would be much smaller 
than the observer mission, perhaps 20 to 30 people, whose 
precise duties were not clear yet. He said there would be no 
more military observers. “It’s clear that both sides have 
chosen the path of war, open conflict,” he said. “The space for 
political dialogue is very reduced at this point.” 

There had been widespread expectations that the Security 
Council would decide not to renew the observer mission’s 
mandate because of the violence in Syria, which had forced 
the mission’s commanding officer to drastically reduce the 
staff and basically confine those who remained to their 
Damascus hotel for the past two months. 

The observer mission was created as part of the peace 
plan for Syria negotiated by Kofi Annan, the special envoy for 
the United Nations and the Arab League, who announced his 
resignation two weeks ago in frustration over his failure to 
persuade Mr. Assad and his adversaries to halt the conflict, 
now 18 months old. 

Speculation intensified that the United Nations and Arab 
League were close to announcing a successor to Mr. Annan. 

Diplomats said they believed that the replacement would 
be Lakhdar Brahimi, a widely respected Algerian statesman 
who has worked for the United Nations in other trouble spots, 
including Afghanistan and Iraq. But a spokesman for Mr. 
Brahimi declined to confirm that he had accepted the job. 

In a move that appeared to take other United Nations 
diplomats by surprise on Thursday, Russia’s ambassador 
announced after the Security Council meeting that he was 
inviting representatives from the group of influential countries 
and organizations that had attended a Syria meeting in Geneva 
to take part in a meeting on Friday at the United Nations. The 
ambassador, Vitaly I. Churkin, told reporters that “the purpose 
is to call on all the parties to stop the violence.” 

But it was unclear what would be likely to result from 
such a meeting or who would attend. In Washington, Victoria 
Nuland, the State Department spokeswoman, said, “Frankly, 
we’re not sure we understand the objective and the goal of the 
meeting.” 
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6. O'Kane Sailors Offer Assistance To Porter 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 16 AUG 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Alex R. Forster, Enterprise Carrier Strike Group 
Public Affairs 

USS O'KANE, At Sea -- Sailors from guided-missile 
destroyer USS O'Kane (DDG 77) are assisting the crew of 
guided-missile destroyer USS Porter (DDG 78) to recover 
from damage sustained in a collision with a large Japanese-
owned merchant vessel near the Strait of Hormuz, Aug. 12. 

Porter transited under its own power to Jebel Ali, United 
Arab Emirates, and is now pierside for assessment and repair. 
O'Kane, moored nearby, is offering meals, showers, and 
temporary berthing to Porter Sailors while they conduct 
repairs. 

"When we were escorted into port and moored, some of 
my first questions had to do with where we [the crew] were 
going to sleep and eat," said Fire Controlman 2nd Class Nick 
Anderson, a tomahawk missile technician aboard Porter. 
"Within hours of being pierside, O'Kane opened her doors to 
us for assistance; I think all of us here were visibly relieved." 

O'Kane Sailors have also volunteered their time and 
assistance to Porter, whether it be taking ammunition 
magazine temperatures, or simply lending a hand to help bring 
ship systems back online. 
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"When we hear of others in need, I think we feel a natural 
human desire to assist," said Cmdr. Michael Ray, O'Kane's 
commanding officer. "The opportunity to lend a hand to 
fellow Sailors has given my crew a chance to proudly help 
their shipmates." 

For the duration of their stay pierside, O'Kane and its 
Sailors will be ready to help, said Ray. 

"Porter's crew has shown remarkable resilience and 
commitment - to their ship and each other. O'Kane will gladly 
assist in any way we can until we are no longer needed," said 
Ray. 

Porter and O'Kane are on scheduled deployments to the 
U.S. 5th Fleet area of responsibility conducting maritime 
security operations and theater security cooperation efforts. 
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AASSIIAA  ––  PPAACCIIFFIICC::  
7. Japan Presses South Korea On Disputed Islands 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 17 AUG 12) ... Toko Sekiguchi and Alexander Martin 

TOKYO—Japan raised the stakes in its territorial dispute 
with South Korea on Friday, saying it would seek to take its 
claim of sovereignty over disputed islets to the International 
Court of Justice. 

"The government has decided that in order to resolve the 
matter in a calm, fair and peaceful manner, based on 
international law, we plan to suggest a joint filing of a case to 
the International Court of Justice," Chief Cabinet Secretary 
Osamu Fujimura said at a post-Cabinet meeting news 
conference. 

After South Korean president Lee Myung-bak visited the 
disputed islands last week, Japan recalled its ambassador to 
South Korea and cancelled a planned meeting between the 
nations' finance ministers. The islets, the Liancourt Rocks, are 
known as Takeshima in Japan and Dokdo in Korea. 

Japan's Foreign Minister Koichiro Gemba communicated 
the ICJ move to Seoul's ambassador to Japan, after which he 
told reporters that further action from Tokyo could not be 
ruled out. 

"South Korea should respond [to this proposal] and we 
are pressing them to do so," he said. 

But the action was quickly rejected by Seoul, which said 
that it opposed any such move. 

Under ICJ rules, both countries must agree to take a 
dispute of this kind before the court. A country can submit a 
complaint alone, but the case will not proceed until the other 
country "consents to the Court's jurisdiction for the purpose of 
the case," according to ICJ rules. 

"There is no change to the government's policy that it will 
not comply with any Japanese proposal to take the issue to the 
ICJ," an official of the South Korean foreign ministry 
spokesman's office said. 

Kotaro Ito, a researcher at the Canon Institute for Global 
Studies in Tokyo, said that Japan was unlikely to succeed in 
bringing a case before the ICJ. 

He added that Japan's response has also likely been 
motivated by Mr. Lee's comments last week, and if the 
Japanese emperor were to visit Korea, he should apologize for 
his country's wartime past. 

Officials in Tokyo reacted angrily to Mr. Lee's comments, 
saying that no such visit was planned in any case. 

"This is really about President Lee's comments about the 
emperor. The Noda Cabinet has always been very 
conservative," said Mr. Ito. 

In an additional ratcheting up of measures, Japan's finance 
minister Jun Azumi said Friday that Japan may not extend an 
existing currency swap agreement with South Korea. 

Mr. Azumi said "every option" needed to be considered in 
deciding whether to extend the swap agreement. 

"It is difficult to completely separate" economic issues 
from the political dispute, Mr. Azumi said, offering a change 
in tone from the traditional view that financial and political 
questions should be kept separate where possible. 

While Mr. Azumi was not specific, it is believed that 
Japan would look to terminate a major portion of the current 
$70 billion swap deal when it expires at the end of October, 
keeping a smaller $13 billion portion in place. Under the swap 
agreement, the countries agree to lend each other their 
currencies in case of a foreign exchange shortage. With both 
countries holding large foreign currency reserves, the 
measures are seen as more symbolic. 

The Japanese government also sought to draw a line 
under the latest flare-up with China over a separate dispute 
regarding islands in the East China Sea. 

Fujimura announced that authorities would deport 14 
activists from Hong Kong arrested for landing on a disputed 
island, avoiding a trial that could have fueled the growing 
territorial tensions in the region and infuriated neighbors such 
as China. 

The islands are controlled by Japan, which calls them the 
Senkaku, and claimed by China, where they are called the 
Diaoyu. Taiwan also claims the islands. China has pressured 
Japan to drop any idea of filing charges for the landing on 
what it considers its territory. 

China's state-run Xinhua news agency said Foreign 
Ministry officials on Thursday again urged Japan to 
"immediately and unconditionally" release its nationals. It said 
Japan should ensure the protesters' "personal safety, dignity 
and fundamental rights." 
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8. PNS Dehshat: Pakistan Navy Launches Second Fast Attack Craft (Missile) 
(PAKISTAN DAILY TIMES 16 AUG 12) 

KARACHI -- Launching ceremony of second fast attack 
craft (missile) PNS Dehshat was held on Thursday at Karachi 
Shipyard and Engineering Works (KSEW). Chief of Naval 

Staff Admiral Asif Sandila was the chief guest on the 
occasion. 

According to an official handout, PNS Dehshat is the 
second ship of its kind. The ship was constructed at KSEW in 
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collaboration with China Shipbuilding and Offshore 
International Company (CSOIC) and Xingang Shipyard on the 
basis of transfer of technology. 

The first fast attack craft (missile) of the deal was also 
designed and constructed by the CSOIC. The first ship PNS 
Azmat was inducted in PN fleet in June 2012. 

Speaking on the occasion, Admiral Sandila commended 
the timely completion of the project and termed it the 
manifestation of the indigenisation policy of the government, 
especially attaining self-reliance in defence capabilities. He 
applauded Karachi and Xingagn shipyards, CSOIC and 
Pakistan Naval authorities associated with the project for their 
relentless efforts and devotion in this connection. 

Admiral Sandila lauded the defence co-operation between 
China and Pakistan and said that construction of missile craft 
at Karachi Shipyard under transfer of technology 
arrangements is another example of unparallel Sino-Pak 
relations. 

The admiral asserted that Pakistan’s geographical position 
and current dictates of geo strategic environment necessitate 

building of a strong navy to defend its maritime interests. 
Addition of these crafts to PN Fleet will further strengthen its 
offensive capability, he added. He reiterated that Pakistan 
Navy is cognizant of its role and no stone will be left unturned 
in maintaining maritime peace and stability in the region. He 
also lauded the achievements of KSEW in field of 
shipbuilding. 

Admiral Sandila added that construction of missile craft is 
yet another step forward in achieving self-reliance and 
augmenting export potential in the field of defence production 
in maritime sector, which became possible due to sound 
planning of the management and relentless efforts of its 
workers. 

Earlier in his welcome address, Managing Director 
KSEW Rear Admiral Hassan Nasir Shah highlighted salient 
features of fast attack craft (missile) project and apprised the 
audience of future construction projects of Karachi Shipyard. 
A large number of PN officers and personnel of CSOIC 
attended the ceremony. 
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RRUUSSSSIIAA::  
9. Large Anti-Submarine Ship Admiral Chabanenko To Take Part In Northern Eagle 2012 Exercise 
(MOSCOW INTERFAX-AVN 17 AUG 12) 

SEVEROMORSK -- The Northern Fleet's large anti-
submarine ship Admiral Chabanenko has left the main base of 
the Northern Fleet to take part in the Northern Eagle 2012 
international naval exercise, NF spokesman 1st rank captain 
Vadim Serga told Interfax-AVN on Thursday. 

"The ship will spend four days making a passage across 
the Barents and Norwegian seas, about 900 nautical miles 
long, to the Norwegian port of Bodo, where Russian sailors 
will meet with the crews of other ships participating in the 
international exercise," the officer said. 

During the exercise the Norwegian Navy will be 
represented by the Nordkapp coastal patrol vessel; the U.S. 

Navy, by the Arleigh Burke class guided missile destroyer, he 
said. 

The exercise will take place in four parts of the 
Norwegian and Barents Seas. While on the way from Bodo to 
Severomorsk on August 21-25, the ship crews will take part in 
joint air defense drills, countering attacks by small fast targets, 
helping a ship in distress, rescuing man overboard, performing 
joint maneuvers in daytime and night conditions, and 
organizing communication between the participant ships. 

The active phase of Northern Eagle 2012 will involve 
naval aviation crews from the Northern Fleet and the 
Norwegian Air Force. 
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10. New Ballistic Missile Sub To Join Fleet In September 
(RIA NOVOSTI 17 AUG 12) 

MOSCOW -- Russia's newest ballistic missile submarine 
(SSBN), the Project 955 Borey class boat Yury Dolgoruky, 
will be handed over to the fleet in September, a source in 
United Shipbuilding Corporation said on Friday. 

"The formal signing of the handover of the Yury 
Dolgorukyboat to the Defense Ministry will take place in 
September," the source said. 

Previously, the navy had said the boat would enter service 
in July, and then August. 

The boat has completed a range of sea trials including a 
firing of a Bulava ballistic missile in December 2011. 

Its sister ship, the Alexander Nevsky, will carry out a 
further Bulava test launch in November "as part of its state 
trials," he said. 

The Borey class will become the mainstay of the Russian 
Navy's strategic nuclear deterrent force, replacing older 
Project 667 (NATO Delta 4) boats. The class will consist of 
eight boats, all armed with Bulava missiles. 

Russia to Lay Down New Diesel Sub for Black Sea 
Fleet 

(RIA NOVOSTI 17 AUG 12) 
ST. PETERSBURG -- The Admiralty Shipyard in St. 

Petersburg will lay down on Friday a new Varshavyanka class 
diesel-electric submarine for Russia’s Black Sea Fleet, the 
company said. 

Stary Oskol will be the third in a series of six 
Varshavyanka class submarines which are expected to join the 
fleet by 2016. The first sub, the Novorossiisk, was laid down 
in August 2010, followed by Rostov-on-Don in November 
2011. 

The Varshavyanka class is an improved version of the 
Kilo class submarines, featuring advanced “stealth” 
technology, extended combat range and ability to strike land, 
surface and underwater targets. 

These submarines are mainly intended for anti-shipping 
and anti-submarine missions in relatively shallow waters. 
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The vessels, crewed by 52 submariners, have an 
underwater speed of 20 knots, a cruising range of 400 miles 
(electric propulsion) with the ability to patrol for 45 days. 
They are armed with 18 torpedoes and eight surface-to-air 
missiles. 

There is only one submarine, the Alrosa, a Kilo class 
vessel, currently in service with the Black Sea Fleet. The 
Alrosa joined the Russian Navy in 1990. 
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PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
11. Vets Facing Unexpectedly Difficult Transition To Civilian Jobs, Survey Finds 
(STARS AND STRIPES 16 AUG 12) ... Derek Turner 

WASHINGTON — Nearly two-thirds of new veterans 
say they faced a difficult transition to civilian life, partly 
because of the bleak economic environment but also because 
they seem to be speaking a different language than the 
business leaders who might hire them, according to a survey 
on post-military employment released this week. 

Servicemembers leave with unrealistic visions, said Tom 
Tarantino, chief policy officer for Iraq and Afghanistan 
Veterans of America. 

Eighty percent of respondents said they were looking for 
“the right job,” not just any job, but nearly half said they were 
unprepared for the move to the civilian workforce, according 
to the survey conducted by Prudential Financial and IAVA. 

“Expectations of people leaving the military are higher 
than reality. Not just in terms of, ‘I’m going to get this 
$100,000 job,’ but in terms of work and life blance, work 
environment, types of employee services are available,” 
Tarantino said. “That tells me we don’t do a good job of 
training people leaving the military to look for work. We need 
to do a better job to set them up for success.” 

He stressed that it’s less a matter of veterans 
overestimating their skills than it is miscalculating how their 
experience translates to nonmilitary jobs and how well 
business leaders comprehend what veterans can offer. 

“The civilian business community does not understand 
military service skills and how to translate them,” he said. 
“But they want to.” 

The Obama administration in July announced an overhaul 
of the military’s Transition Assistance Program. The effort 
involves the creation of a “reverse boot camp,” a mandatory 
five- to seven-day program to educate departing troops on job 

skills, veterans benefits and personal finances. The 
administration has launched several other veterans jobs 
initiatives in recent months, including offering tax credits to 
businesses that hire veterans. 

Tarantino said his group has gotten positive feedback on 
the development of the new TAP program. He’s hoping that 
future research into precisely how military specialties prepare 
troops for specific post-military jobs will yield a resource for 
civilian hiring managers, something of a cheat sheet that puts 
military experience into understandable terms for those who 
have never worn the uniform. 

The survey of 1,845 post-9/11 veterans found that 22 
percent were unemployed, much higher than the numbers 
typically reported by the Bureau of Labor and Statistics. In 
December and January, the months the Prudential/IAVA 
survey was conducted, BLS reported recent veteran 
unemployment rates of 13.1 percent and 9.1 percent. 

Tarantino said the sample sizes used in the newly released 
survey and in the monthly BLS numbers are so small that any 
percentage is likely to be inaccurate. 

“We weren’t looking for statistics,” he said. “We’re 
looking for trends.” 

The challenge now, Tarantino said, is to help line up more 
closely the expectations of veteran job seekers and civilian 
employers. 

“The military gives you this amazing sense of purpose 
and ownership over your job,” Tarantino said. “You give 21-
year-olds responsibility for the lives of up to 30 men and 
women. That is profound. When you leave at 27, 28, it’s hard 
to not still want that.” 
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12. Army Suicides Doubled Last Month From June's Total 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 16 AUG 12) ... Robert Burns 

WASHINGTON— Suicides among active-duty soldiers 
in July more than doubled from June, accelerating a trend 
throughout the military this year that has prompted Pentagon 
leaders to redouble efforts to solve a puzzling problem. 

The Army, which is the only branch of the military that 
issues monthly press statements on suicides, said 26 active-
duty soldiers killed themselves in July, compared with 12 in 
June. The July total was the highest for any month since the 
Army began reporting suicides by month in 2009, according to 
Lt. Col. Lisa Garcia, an Army spokeswoman. 

The Marine Corps had eight suicides in July, up from six 
in June. The July figure was its highest monthly total of 2012 
and pushed its total for the year so far to 32 — equal to the 
Marines' total for all of 2011. The Marines' July figure is being 

posted on its website but was provided first to The Associated 
Press. 

The Air Force said it had six in July, compared with two 
in June. The Navy had four in July but its June figure was not 
immediately available. 

The Army's suicide numbers have been higher than the 
other services, in part because it is substantially larger than the 
Marine Corps, Navy and Air Force. The Army also has had 
more members in combat over the past decade. It was the 
main ground force in Iraq and has a preponderance of the U.S. 
troops today in Afghanistan. 

For the first seven months of 2012, the Army recorded 
116 suicides among active-duty soldiers. If that pace were 
maintained through December the year's total would approach 
200, compared with 167 for all of 2011. 
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"Suicide is the toughest enemy I have faced in my 37 
years in the Army," said Gen. Lloyd J. Austin III, the Army's 
vice chief of staff, who is spearheading his service's efforts to 
find ways to halt the surge in suicides. 

"That said, I do believe suicide is preventable," Austin 
added. "To combat it effectively will require sophisticated 
solutions aimed at helping individuals to build resiliency and 
strengthen their life coping skills." 

Suicidal behavior in the military is thought to be related to 
cumulative stress from combat duty, but it also is believed to 
be linked to a range of other pressures such as marital and 
financial problems as well as health issues. 

Of the 26 active-duty soldiers who committed suicide in 
July, all were male and only two were officers, according to 
figures provided by the Army's office of public affairs. 
Thirteen were married, 10 were single and three were 
divorced. A breakdown of the deployment history of 14 of the 
26 showed that six had never been deployed, seven had been 

deployed between one and three times, and one had been 
deployed six times. 

So far this year the number of suicides in the military has 
surged beyond expectations, given that the pace of combat 
deployments has begun to slow. The Defense Department 
closely tracks suicides throughout the military but releases its 
figures only once a year. The Associated Press in June 
obtained an internal Defense Department document that 
revealed that there had been 154 suicides in the first 155 days 
of the year, though June 3. That marked the fastest pace of 
active-duty military suicides in the nation's decade of war. 

The Tragedy Assistance Program for Survivors, a private 
organization that provides support for military members and 
their families, said counseling and other forms of care for 
emotionally distraught military members is often too little, too 
late. 

"Others never seek help out of fear over how others will 
view seeking treatment," the group said in a statement 
Thursday. 
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13. Navy's Go-To Guy Hands Over Reins Of The Truman 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 17 AUG 12) ... Mike Hixenbaugh 

NORFOLK -- The Harry S. Truman was in pieces when 
Capt. Dee Mewbourne assumed command of the aircraft 
carrier late last year. 

Scaffolding wrapped around the hull and up the mast. 
Miles of hose and piping snaked through narrow corridors. 
Construction trailers and industrial supplies covered the flight 
deck. And the ship's crew was in a state of shock. 

Less than a week earlier, their skipper of just three 
months, 49-year-old Capt. Tushar Tembe, had died. He 
collapsed moments after departing the ship, which was in dry 
dock for scheduled repairs at Norfolk Naval Shipyard in 
Portsmouth. 

It was the second time in less than a year that Mewbourne 
was called upon to lead an aircraft carrier in crisis. 

Aboard the Truman, Mewbourne quickly reinstilled a 
sense of stability, guided the ship through an extensive 
overhaul and readied it for deployment next year. 

At a ceremony Thursday below deck at Norfolk Naval 
Station, Mewbourne handed control of the carrier to its new 
permanent skipper, Capt. S. Robert Roth. 

Eleven months before assuming control of the Truman, 
Mewbourne took the helm of the carrier Enterprise, just days 
ahead of a seven-month deployment to the Middle East. The 
ship's previous skipper, Capt. Owen P. Honors, had been fired 
over a series of controversial videos he made for the crew. 

Rear Adm. Herman Shelanski, commander of Carrier 
Strike Group 10, praised Mewbourne for his flexibility and 
willingness to step up in a pinch. 

"The bench of captains ready to take command of a 
nuclear aircraft carrier is not deep," Shelanski said. 

Mewbourne sought to deflect attention during Thursday's 
hour-long change-of-command ceremony. The ship's crew 
stood and cheered when he took the stage. He congratulated 
them for overcoming adversity during a difficult stretch in the 
shipyard, and he offered condolences to Tembe's widow, who 
was in the audience. 

"I think some people believe that assuming command on 
short notice for a second time - after making three combat 
deployments in three years - was difficult on my family," 
Mewbourne said during the ceremony. "The truth is, my 
family did nothing more than everyone here surrounding us 
today. We said 'Yes.' " 

Roth comes to the Truman after a stint as commanding 
officer of the San Diego-based amphibious transport dock 
Cleveland. He previously served as the commissioning 
executive officer aboard the aircraft carrier George H.W. 
Bush. 

After the formal ceremony, Roth and Mewbourne posed 
for photos near a massive cake shaped like an aircraft carrier. 
Later, they cut into the cake with vintage swords and greeted 
family members. 

Mewbourne declined to take questions from reporters 
about his unique career path, which also included two combat 
deployments as commanding officer of the aircraft carrier 
Dwight D. Eisenhower. He thought that talking about himself 
would show disrespect to Tembe's family, a Navy spokesman 
said. 

Mewbourne, who has been selected for promotion to rear 
admiral, will next serve as commander at the Naval Service 
Training Command Center in Illinois. 

Designated a naval flight officer in 1983, he has 
accumulated more than 3,500 flight hours in 47 types of 
aircraft and has made more than 1,000 arrested landings on 12 
carrier decks. Earlier this month, he took to the skies in a T-
45C Goshawk as part of his final under way aboard the 
Truman. 

Later, he described the view from above. 
"It felt great to see Truman in action," Mewbourne said in 

a news release. "I felt an immense sense of pride in the ship 
and crew. When I came here, I knew my mission was to get 
Truman back to sea. As I saw the carrier doing what it's 
designed to do, I felt close to accomplishing my mission." 
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SSEEXXUUAALL  AASSSSAAUULLTT::  
14. Play Urges Navy Crews To Prevent Sex Assaults 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 16 AUG 12) 

SAN DIEGO — A play aimed at preventing sexual 
assaults has been performed for the crew of the warship Makin 
Island. 

U-T San Diego reported that 600 Sailors and Marines on 
the Makin Island were the audience Wednesday for a skit 
performed by student actors. 

The 90-minute production is called “No Zebras” because 
it urges crew members to intervene rather than allow fellow 
members of their “herd” to be attacked by a predator. 

It’s part of the military’s effort to combat sexual assaults 
by personnel on other service members, mainly women. 

The Navy said it receives about 600 reports of sexual 
assaults a year, but many more attacks may go unreported. 
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AAVVIIAATTIIOONN::  
15. Pentagon Is Trying To Keep The Biggest Defense Program In History On Track 
(NEXTGOV 16 AUG 12) ... Dan Taylor 

Vice Adm. David Venlet was just about to hang up his 
Navy blues as chief of Naval Air Systems Command in the 
summer of 2010, ready to decompress from the hectic world 
of Defense Department acquisition by engaging in his favorite 
hobby: fishing. 

Then Defense Secretary Robert Gates came calling. 
The F-35 Joint Strike Fighter program, the largest defense 

program in Pentagon history, was without a leader. The 
Government Accountability Office has pegged the program at 
nearly $400 billion in acquisition and development costs for 
2,443 Air Force, Navy and Marine Corps jets. On Feb. 1, 
2010, Gates had announced at a Pentagon press briefing that 
he was dismissing the JSF’s program manager and replacing 
him with a three-star officer at some point. After a few 
months, the Pentagon announced Venlet would be that officer, 
and the soft-spoken Pennsylvania native and former F-14 
Tomcat pilot decided he’d better put his retirement plans on 
hold. 

“I looked in the mirror and I saw there was still a uniform 
there,” he says with a wry smile at JSF’s headquarters, a few 
blocks from the Pentagon. “There was really little to no 
hesitation.” 

Venlet has deep roots in military aviation, but he soon 
may get his wish to do more fishing. On Aug. 2, the Pentagon 
announced President Obama had nominated Air Force Maj. 
Gen. Christopher Bogdan, Venlet’s deputy, to succeed him as 
head of the F-35 program. 

Getting the Joint Strike Fighter effort back on track 
certainly has been a challenge for Venlet. 

The F-35 has had a troubled 15-plus year history since 
Lockheed Martin Corp.’s X-35 bested Boeing’s X-32 in a 
high-stakes, head-to-head competition to build the United 
States’ future strike fighter fleet. The Defense Department 
wanted three variants of the aircraft: the F-35A conventional 
takeoff Air Force jet; the F-35B short-takeoff, vertical-landing 
Marine Corps jet; and the F-35C carrier-based Navy variant. 

Back then, Pentagon officials believed they could buy the 
jets at a cost of about $233 billion. But they soon encountered 
a major problem: concurrency. Essentially, to achieve the 
schedule goals Defense had set, they’d have to build aircraft 
before flight testing even started, meaning that any glitches 
encountered during testing would cause major production 
problems. That in turn would lead to schedule delays and cost 

growth. Earlier this year, the Pentagon’s chief of acquisition, 
Frank Kendall, called the concurrency approach an example of 
“acquisition malpractice.” 

The result was plenty of outrage from lawmakers. Sen. 
John McCain, R-Ariz., one of the F-35’s most vocal critics, 
has repeatedly lambasted Pentagon officials in Senate Armed 
Services Committee hearings over the years, which often 
focused heavily on the F-35, even when all defense programs 
were under consideration. In March 2010, when a Pentagon 
official argued the truncated Air Force F-22 fighter program 
came through its troubles, offering hope for the F-35, McCain 
pounced. 

“I’m astonished you would use that as some kind of 
success story, because they overcame technical problems,” he 
said. “But the unit costs almost doubled, or more.” 

At that same February 2010 briefing, Gates announced 
another bombshell: He would place the F-35B variant, which 
was particularly tricky due to the complexity of a vertical-lift 
fixed-wing aircraft, on probation and recommend killing it if 
problems weren’t resolved within two years. By any measure, 
Venlet had his hands full when he finally took the job that 
summer. 

When Gates met with him, he made it clear that time was 
running out to steady the program. 

“The thing I recall from that conversation was the 
description—he used his finger like on a clock, and he said, 
‘Dave, we’ve made small corrections and adjustments to the 
program over recent years, and those small adjustments have 
continued to disappoint,’” Venlet says. “He said, ‘If you 
assess a large adjustment is needed to the program, please 
bring that forward and tell me, and we’ll make it so it doesn’t 
disappoint again.’” 

The Real Thing 
Two years after Venlet’s appointment, the F-35 program 

is showing some signs of stability, at least in initial testing. 
The program was about 15 percent ahead of its planned test 
schedule by the end of 2011, and is ahead by an even larger 
margin so far this year. In January, Defense Secretary Leon 
Panetta announced that the F-35B had been removed from 
probation, because officials had identified fixes for issues on 
the aircraft. 

But Venlet knows that with production numbers still low 
and much testing to be done, it’s too early to trumpet the 
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aircraft’s successes. In fact, the services won’t even announce 
new projected fielding dates for the F-35 until later this year. 
The dates were supposed to be 2012 for the Marines and 2016 
for the Navy and Air Force before delays pushed those 
projections at least two years into the future. 

Years of struggle and the debacle of concurrency have 
prompted many of the F-35’s fiercest critics to cite it as an 
example of gross mismanagement. Venlet argues a program of 
this size with such revolutionary technology is destined to 
have struggles along the way and maintains his predecessors 
laid the groundwork for the recent testing successes. He said 
when Defense came up with a new baseline for the program in 
2010, it set the aircraft on a realistic path in an achievable time 
frame. 

Still, Venlet knows it’s time to put up or shut up. 
“There’s no tolerance for more money or more time,” he 

says. “I think [a new baseline in 2010] was the last adjustment 
that the program was going to get, so now we have to manage 
the program with the resources we’ve got knowing there is no 
more to come. And as we face challenges along the way, we 
will have to solve anything we discover within the boundaries 
of our current resources and time.” 

Tom Burbage, Lockheed Martin’s executive vice 
president and general manager of F-35 program integration, 
says the reason the program has been ahead on flight tests is 
the new timeline is fairly conservative, providing 
opportunities to get ahead of schedule and thus offer some 
cushion in case of a major problem, such as a temporary 
grounding of the fleet to address an urgent issue. 

“I read every flight report every night, and we’re between 
five and eight flights per day,” he says. “I think we haven’t 
required all the re-fly rates we projected.” 

The program finally has begun seeing some of the fruits 
of its labor. The long-awaited sea trials for the F-35B Marine 
Corps vertical-lift variant took place last year aboard the 
amphibious ship USS Wasp. “There was some uncertainty 
how that was going to come off,” Venlet says. “And that sea 
trial, to see that operate so successfully ... you can’t fake that. 
That wasn’t done in a TV studio. That was the real thing.” 

The Ambassador 
Although the United States will be by far the largest buyer 

of the F-35, other nations will be flying the jet once it becomes 
battle-ready. Eight partner nations have participated in funding 
the research and development of the aircraft: the United 
Kingdom, Italy, the Netherlands, Turkey, Canada, Australia, 

Denmark and Norway. Beyond those partners, Japan and 
Israel have signed on to buy some of the jets, and South Korea 
will consider the F-35A in its own competition going on right 
now. 

One of the reasons Defense and its international partners 
have stuck with the program despite its problems and price tag 
is the aircraft’s much-touted “fifth-generation” capabilities. 
Fifth-generation jets are designed to be stealthier than current 
fourth-generation aircraft, such as the Navy’s carrier-based 
F/A-18E/F Super Hornet. Unlike the Super Hornet, an F-35 
can carry its weapons stores internally, reducing its 
detectability on radar. The aircraft is more automated, 
reducing the workload on the pilot. 

“The computing power on the airplane is so high now, the 
airplane systems can monitor their own health,” Burbage says. 

But many question whether such advancements are worth 
the price tag that comes with the F-35, particularly when most 
countries are cutting back. Defense’s fiscal 2013 budget item 
justification sheets, which accompany the president’s annual 
budget request, list the average unit cost from fiscal 2014 to 
the end of the program as $116 million per aircraft for the F-
35A, $169 million for the F-35B and $150 million for the F-
35C. By comparison, the unit cost for a possible alternative to 
the F-35C, the Super Hornet, is $86 million per aircraft. 

Michael E. O’Hanlon, director of research and a senior 
fellow at the Brookings Institution, says while he doesn’t 
advocate doing away with the program altogether, the United 
States doesn’t need as many fighters as it is buying and would 
save a lot of money by making steep cuts in the program. “I’d 
size it to be able to populate most of our major bases in East 
Asia for the possibility of a Taiwan contingency,” he says. 

The United States won’t need the fighter for much else, 
O’Hanlon argues. He recommends cutting the program in half 
and possibly canceling the Navy variant altogether, opting to 
go back to buying Super Hornets for now. 

The program’s international partners have been skittish in 
recent years. Australia joined the United States in delaying 
orders, while Italy and the Netherlands have cut back on their 
planned purchases. Venlet has taken on the responsibility of 
not only keeping other nations from jumping ship, but also 
reassuring U.S. lawmakers and even Pentagon top brass that 
the program is worth it. He acknowledges “it’s undeniable” 
that he spends a lot of time acting as an ambassador for the F-
35. “The program needed a restoration of trust ... that includes 
Congress, partner countries and Pentagon leadership.” 

Venlet says he has endeavored to be completely 
transparent and that partner nations have personnel embedded 
in the program so no one is left out of the loop. So far, that list 
of partner nations hasn’t shrunk. “None of them are making 
any noises or signals of leaving the program,” he says. “I 
certainly respect the debates that go on in each of the 
countries, and as time passes, they need to answer tough 
questions being asked, and we are completely supportive of 
them.” 

There’s also the task of maintaining a healthy relationship 
with manufacturer Lockheed Martin. The company has been 
hammered by critics over the years for its role in the rising 
costs and schedule delays. “I believe we’ve got a common 
view of the task ahead of us now,” he says. 

Burbage has known Venlet for decades. They are both 
graduates of the U.S. Naval Academy and served on the same 
ship, albeit at different times. He says he and Venlet meet on a 
regular basis and have an understanding going forward on 
what the program needs to do to get back on track over the 
coming years. Venlet’s persona is just what the program 
needed, he adds. 

“He’s an even-mannered and even-tempered guy, so he’s 
pretty hard to rattle, to get excited,” Burbage says. 

Test Of Time 
As for the future, the program must keep hitting test 

points and quietly build up successes, Venlet says. The main 
obstacles include software development. Most of the software 
is written, but the effort is facing its most challenging phase: 
integration with the aircraft. Program managers are looking 
ahead to taking the F-35C out to an aircraft carrier in the next 
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year or two and demonstrating greater and greater flying 
capabilities in tests of all three variants. 

Sustainability costs remain an issue. The program expects 
to spend $1.5 trillion over the life of the aircraft to sustain the 
jets until they leave service. Burbage says the number may 
seem big, but is comparable to legacy aircraft. Venlet 
acknowledges, however, the program has to find ways to drive 
costs down. 

“There are clearly things that we are able to do, levers 
we’re able to pull, on how we go about sustaining [the F-
35]—where we put them, how many bases we put them at,” he 
says. “We’re trying to optimize all the aspects of sustainment 
for the United States and 10 other countries.” 

The Pentagon should take lessons from the history of the 
JSF and apply them to future or ongoing programs, Venlet 
says, because the program demonstrates the importance of 

having a solid foundation from the start rather than working 
out significant design issues while building the aircraft. 

“The reform that’s needed, from my experience, is a 
commitment to sound fundamentals that stand the test of 
time,” he says. “It’s like building a house: If the foundation is 
square and level, you can build walls that will last a long time. 
The surprises, then, are contained in the normal test stuff.” 

The program has a long way to go, and it will take a lot of 
work to fully restore trust and field a battle-ready aircraft. But 
he believes if the program is able to “quietly perform” and 
build up success after success, then perhaps even the biggest 
skeptics will climb aboard the F-35 bandwagon. “We don’t 
have to beat the drum and flash the lights every time we 
complete a test point,” he says. “Let’s just keep doing it and 
they accumulate over time. 

“Someday, we’ll turn around and say, ‘Hey, there’s a lot 
of these F-35s around, and they’re working pretty good.’” 
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16. First Dutch F-35 Flies Around Fort Worth 
(FLIGHTGLOBAL (UK) 16 AUG 12) ... Dave Majumdar 

WASHINGTON, D.C. -- The first Lockheed Martin F-35 
Joint Strike Fighter built for the Royal Netherlands Air Force 
(RNLAF) has been spotted flying near the company's plant in 
Fort Worth, Texas. 

The aircraft, marked F-001, first flew on 6 August and has 
flown several company check flights subsequently. Known 
internally as AN-1, it flew again on 10 August and 13 August, 
indicating an imminent delivery. 

However, Lockheed is not able to comment on the matter 
and referred all inquiries to the Dutch Ministry of Defence. 
The Netherlands government did not respond to inquiries. 

The Netherlands' silence is likely due to that country's 
pending elections, says analyst Dan Goure of the Lexington 
Institute in Virginia. In many F-35 partner countries, the 
military is firmly behind the programme but political support 
for the procurement is often contentious, he says. 

Goure cites Canada, Norway and the Netherlands as 
locations where that is the case. 

"One can understand how the government could want to 
maintain a low prolife in the midst of an election," he says. 

Return to Index 
 

17. U.S. Marines To Minimize Osprey Flights Over Japan's Populated Areas 
(KYODO NEWS 16 AUG 12) 

WASHINGTON -- The top official of the U.S. Marine 
Corps on Thursday pledged to minimize flights of the MV-22 
Osprey aircraft over densely populated areas in Japan, 
apparently in light of strong safety concerns over the planned 
deployment of the tilt-rotor aircraft in the country. 

"It is my intent that Marine Osprey pilots will make every 
effort to minimize flying over heavily populated areas in 
Japan," Gen. James Amos, commandant of the U.S. Marine 
Corps, said in a statement. 

But Amos also emphasized the importance of deploying 
the Osprey to Japan. "The deployment of the MV-22 to Japan, 
and its eventual location on Okinawa, is critical to the United 
States' fulfillment of its responsibilities under our mutual 
security treaty," he said. 

Amid strong opposition in Japan, the United States plans 
to begin fully operating the transport aircraft at the U.S. 
Marine Corps' Futenma Air Station in Okinawa Prefecture in 
early October. 

Touching on the Marines' plan to replace its aging CH-46 
helicopters with the MV-22 Osprey in Japan and elsewhere, 
Amos said, "As the senior pilot on active duty today in the 
United States military, I personally attest that there is no more 
definitive way to strengthen the aviation capability of our 
allied forces than to forward deploy these remarkably capable 
aircraft to the Asia-Pacific region as soon as possible." Noting 

that he heard Japan's concerns about the safety of Osprey 
operations during his recent visit to Tokyo, Amos said he is 
"mindful" of the concerns about tilt-rotor technology because 
of past accidents involving the aircraft, including an April 
crash in Morocco. 

"As the commandant, I pledge to our partners, and to the 
Japanese people, that we will work with them to allay those 
concerns," Amos said, adding he remains "confident in the 
aircraft's safety." Meanwhile, the Marine Corps has concluded 
that multiple pilot errors, including lack of knowledge about 
necessary procedures to regain control of the aircraft, resulted 
in the fatal April crash of the MV-22 Osprey in Morocco, 
according to a copy of the final investigation report obtained 
Thursday by Kyodo News. 

After takeoff, the pilot of the Osprey turned the direction 
of the aircraft 180 degrees and placed the aircraft in a position 
that is subject to strong tailwinds and which should be avoided 
while hovering or during low-speed flights. 

Despite the need to adjust the angle of the movable rotors 
called nacelles "to achieve a level nose attitude" prior to 
shifting from helicopter mode to airplane mode, the pilot 
started the transition with the nacelles tilted forward and kept 
the aircraft nose downward. 

As a result, "the moment he started to transition was the 
moment he lost control of the aircraft," the report said. 
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The flight manual for the MV-22 Osprey says, "The pilot 
must counter with aft cyclic to maintain a level fuselage 
attitude" to deal with such a situation. 

However, the report said there was no attempt to move 
the nacelles aft and that the pilot "was unaware this maneuver 
could be used in order to increase stick control margin," with 
which the pilot could have regained control of the aircraft. 

The U.S. Defense Department on Wednesday presented 
Japanese parliamentary vice defense minister Hideo Jimpu 
with the report when he met with Pentagon officials. 

U.S. Defense Secretary Leon Panetta told Japanese 
Defense Minister Satoshi Morimoto in their talks at the 
Pentagon earlier this month that Washington plans to inform 
Tokyo of the results of its probe into a June crash in Florida 
involving a CV-22, a variant used by the U.S. Air Force, by 
the end of August. 
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LLIITTTTOORRAALL  CCOOMMBBAATT  SSHHIIPP::  
18. LCS-2 Heading To Drydock 
(DEFENSE DAILY 16 AUG 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

NAVAL BASE SAN DIEGO--The USS Independence 
(LCS-2) is heading to the drydock in the first post shakedown 
availability of the ship (PSA) since it was commissioned more 
than two years ago. 

The Independence, commissioned in January 2010 and 
the lead ship of its variant of the Littoral Combat Ship class, 
will be put into drydock Sept. 5 and remain there for the rest 
of the year to undergo a series of repairs and maintenance, 
Cmdr. Gerald Olin, the ship's commanding officer, said here 
this week. The PSA will be done at the General Dynamics 
[GD] NASSCO shipyard near Naval Base San Diego. 

The drydocking will include addressing a "localized" bi-
metallic corrosion problem in one of the ship's water valves 
caused by presence of some stainless steel on the aluminum 
structured ship, Olin said. 

The problem had been contained by inserting zinc into the 
area to absorb corrosion, but the issue will be more thoroughly 
resolved in drydock by adding cathodic protection, a process 
that manipulates metallic electrons to contain and prevent 
corrosion, Olin said. 

Subsequent ships of the variant are slated to receive 
cathodic protection before leaving the shipyard to prevent the 

problem experienced on the Independence. The second ship of 
the variant, the Coronado, is scheduled for delivery from 
builder Austal USA next year. 

Lockheed Martin and partner Marinette Marine build the 
LCS Freedom variant. 

Both lead ships in the class grabbed headlines, the USS 
Freedom (LCS-1) for cracking uncovered last year that has 
since been repaired and the corrosion on Independence. The 
Navy says both issues have been resolved and attributed the 
problems to the vessels being the lead ships of the class. 

The reports of corrosion on the Independence have been 
overblown, he said, and was limited to “one small area” of the 
ship. 

“The corrosion issue is not an issue on Independence,” he 
said, adding that media coverage “frustrates the hell out of 
me.” 

The Navy has been using Independence as a test platform 
for the mine counter measures (MCM) package, one of three 
swappable mission modules designed for the LCS along with 
surface warfare (SUW) and anti-submarine warfare (ASW) 
modules. When the ship leaves PSA, it will likely return to 
MCM evaluation operations, Olin said. 
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19. U.S. Navy Officials Suppressed Bad LCS-1 Test Results 
(AVIATION WEEK 16 AUG 12) ... Michael Fabey 

U.S. Navy emails and other documents suggest that 
officials muzzled bad test results for the first Littoral Combat 
Ship (LCS-1) variant, the USS Freedom, at a crucial time in 
the program’s development, when the service was considering 
which seaframe to pick for the $30 billion-plus fleet. 

Top program officers for the ship and at Naval Sea 
Systems Command (NAVSEA) told subordinates to avoid 
certain language in the test-result reports because of concerns 
over the downselect decision, the documents show. One naval 
officer said in an email he would delete the offensive wording 
of the report. 

The Navy acknowledges it clamped down on 
“widespread” discussion of “preliminary” test results, but says 
it did so to prevent an “unfair comparison” between LCS-1 
and the competing LCS-2, the USS Independence, because the 
second ship had yet to go through the same trials. 

The service also says the problems cited in the reports 
were fixed and the test results did not factor into the Navy’s 
final LCS procurement proposal. 

“I am disturbed by the Navy’s selective disclosure about 
what is going on in this program,” U.S. Rep. Jackie Speier (D-
Calif.), a member of the House Oversight and Government 
Reform Committee, said after Aviation Week shared text of 
the emails with her staff. “If these had been good results, they 
would’ve hurried to the Hill to ring out the good news. 
Congress has the responsibility and obligation to be as 
knowledgeable as possible about the ships we purchase for our 
military forces. Most importantly, we must know whether 
these multibillion dollar programs will meet the operational 
needs and safety requirements for our troops.” 

LCS-1 was built by a team led by Lockheed Martin, while 
LCS-2 was built by a team led by General Dynamics and 
Austal USA. The two teams were vying through the latter half 
of the previous decade for the Navy contract for the LCS fleet, 
but the program stalled after costs rose and Congress set ship-
contract price ceilings. In November 2010 the Navy proposed 
purchasing both ship versions in a multi-year block buy, 
saying the deal would save the nation money. 
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The Senate Armed Services Committee reviewed the 
proposed dual-award strategy at a Dec. 14, 2010, hearing, 
during which Navy officials touted the plan and the 
performance of the vessels up to that point. 

But the documents recently obtained by Aviation Week 
call into question not only the LCS-1 performance in key tests, 
but also the Navy’s assurances of the ship program’s success 
thus far. 

The same Freedom documents also were obtained by the 
Project on Government Oversight. 

Lockheed Martin referred all queries on the documents to 
the Navy. 

The documents show Navy officials planning to excise 
information that reflected badly on the ship, chastising 
subordinates for using certain negative language and 
cautioning them against using particular phrases that put the 
ship in a bad light. 

For example, a fall 2010 report on the ship’s calm-water 
trials stated the “ship is inherently directionally unstable.” The 
report raised concerns that efforts to fix the instability could 
hamper overall maneuverability. In a Dec. 15, 2010 email 
about those calm-water trials Cmdr. James Garner, the 
Freedom’s commanding officer, told Cmdr. Matt Weber, the 
ship’s executive officer: “Good brief. Thanks for putting this 
together. I had a healthy conversation with Dan 
Brintzinghoffer today and he asked that we not use terms 
directional instability or the like in any briefings or 
discussions. The bottom line is concern with respect to the 
down select, but the definition of the term is also in question. I 
removed that in the brief but kept the bullets that discuss what 
we observed.” 

Garner also said he included the brief in the ship’s 
turnover files. 

Brintzinghoffer is Capt. Daniel M. Brintzinghoffer, 
program manager for Fleet Introduction and Sustainment, 
PMS 505. The email trail for the report distribution, according 
to the documentation, includes the office of the hydrodynamic 
trial director at Naval Surface Warfare Center, Carderock 
Division. 

Ship emails and other documentation show officers and 
NAVSEA officials associated with the LCS-1 program kept 
the report under wraps just before and after Congress’ dual-
buy decision and may have been motivated by concerns over 
the unfavorable results. 

In response to Aviation Week’s questions, U.S. Navy 
spokeswoman Lt. Courtney Hillson said, “As has been stated 
repeatedly by Navy leadership, both ship designs meet 
performance requirements as approved by the Joint 
Requirements Oversight Council, and specified in the fiscal 
2010 solicitation. That includes the directional stability and 
maneuverability performance of the LCS, which is to the 
satisfaction of the Navy. 

“Based on the ship design, the directional instability 
observed in USS Freedom’s calm water trials was normal and 
has no impact on the operator’s ability to maintain ship’s 
heading,” Hillson says. “At no point during or after these trials 
have there been any concerns that USS Freedom is unsafe to 
operate or has undue difficulty in maneuvering or maintaining 
heading.” 

Directional stability is one of several characteristics 
evaluated during calm-water trials, she says, along with fuel 

usage, acceleration and deceleration, as well as other 
maneuvering characteristics. 

A ship’s directional stability is its ability to regain, 
without operator intervention, its original heading after 
experiencing an external disturbance such as a wave or gust of 
wind, Hillson notes. “Although seemingly counterintuitive, all 
ships actually need some amount of directional instability 
inherent to the hull in order to maneuver tactically through the 
water.” 

The intent of the trials, she says, is to “define the inherent 
directional instability and resulting maneuvering 
characteristics for the operators’ awareness.” 

As far as the Navy is concerned, Hillson says, LCS-1 has 
completed its calm-water tests successfully. LCS-2 is 
scheduled for those tests in fiscal 2013. 

In early 2010, she says, “USS Freedom’s commanding 
officer reported concerns with the ability to maintain steady 
course at high speed. This was investigated and resolved 
shortly after it was reported. It was not related to directional 
instability, but rather was determined to be a nozzle angle 
indicator issue that fed an incorrect angle to the autopilot, and 
was then corrected. During the remainder of the calm water 
trials, the issue did not repeat and the operators did not report 
any further concerns.” 

In late 2010, when the service was pushing for the dual-
block buy, one NAVSEA official noted in an email that a tight 
leash was being kept on the trial test results from the fall, 
saying, “The bottom line is that they didn’t like what the 
results said.” In other emails, Navy officials said they were 
told not to brief the test results, including one warning that 
Navy officials were apparently concerned about possible 
shipbuilder lawsuits. 

Aviation Week sources familiar with Navy shipboard 
operations say it is not uncommon for service officers to tailor 
reports to make ships and shipboard programs appear in the 
best possible light. There is an understanding that officers up 
and down the ranks do not want bad reports, which could put a 
stain on their own careers. But what is uncommon, those 
sources say, is such a frank and harsh report as this one on the 
LCS-1. Censored reports are also uncommon, they say, but 
this is only because such negative reports are rare in the first 
place. 

What has become a common theme, though, is a division 
within the naval and defense community about how LCS will 
be operated and its successes and failures thus far. 

Regarding the email traffic about the test results, Hillson 
tells Aviation Week, “The late 2010 and early 2011 email 
exchanges between the crew, the LCS program office, and 
NSWC Carderock were opinions expressed in internal, 
working-level discussions about initial data from the 2010 
portion of the calm water trials. Individuals in the LCS 
program office in late 2010 limited discussion of the initial 
results of the first portion of the calm water trials because 
some of these initial results appeared to be invalid.” 

Furthermore, she says, “Allowing widespread discussion 
of preliminary trial results for USS Freedom before USS 
Independence (LCS-2) underwent her trials could potentially 
impact fiscal 2010 source selection by creating unfair 
comparisons between the ships. The results of the trials were 
not a factor in the evaluation of the fiscal 2010 block buy 
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proposals and had no bearing on the Navy’s dual-block buy 
award decision.” 

In the wake of recent Aviation Week reports about current 
corrosion, system failures and design or fabrication issues 
aboard Freedom, Navy and Lockheed officials have touted the 
rigorous rounds of testing and operations the ship has 
undergone thus far. 

But the email on Dec. 15, 2010, from Garner to Weber — 
shortly after Navy officials proposed the dual-buy plan — 
suggested the smooth-water testing was not as successful as 
had apparently been believed or reported to higher-ups. After 
the smooth-water trials, the ship’s rough-water trials were 
suspended in February 2011 because of hull and deckhouse 
cracking and rough seas. It has yet to pass those tests. 

In May of this year the ship passed a special trial — a test 
developed exclusively for the Freedom, Navy officials said, to 
show Congress the vessel is shipshape. But sources familiar 
with Navy shipbuilding and LCS-1 operations said the tests 
were far easier than other trials required for other ships. Navy 
officials say the tests were enough to show the Freedom was 
operationally shipshape. But the service brass still found a 
series of issues that needed to be fixed in those trials and 
associated inspections. 

One of the problems that the Navy brass still has with the 
Freedom is its stern door – there is a gap, reported by Aviation 
Week after an exclusive guided tour of the ship – running 25 
ft. between the closed doors and the deck flooring, at or below 
the waterline, through which a flattened hand can fit through. 

In an Aug. 23, 2010, email to program officials, Garner 
had written about the stern-door ramp: “If full of water, the 
ramp will add 17 tons of weight to the ship. LM [Lockheed 
Martin] is looking into how to remove the water and repair. 17 
tons is more weight than the transom tanks that are installed.” 

He wrote, “Between the steerable waterjet problems 
identified last week by the divers, and potentially having 17 
tons of weight in the ramp, it is possible that we have some of 
the explanation behind Freedom’s inability to get above 40 
knots with consistency.” 

But just four days later, in an email to the program office, 
Garner downplays the problem. “Stern ramp alignment and 
repairs to blocks completed. The ramp now fully closes and 
the only visible gap is a small one in the center where the 
doors mate. Getting the water out of the ramp and making it 
watertight is another repair effort that is in planning for next 
week.” 

That large gap running the entire length of the stern doors 
was photographed during Aviation Week's tour of the ship in 
its San Diego dry dock earlier this year, and acknowledged as 
an issue by the Navy in May. 

“USS Freedom and USS Independence are first-of-class 
vessels and were research and development ships that spent 
most of their first two years here doing extensive testing, both 
on the sea frame and the mission packages,” Hillson says. 
“We learned an enormous amount from these vessels over 
their last four years of operation, as evidenced by the 
significant design and production improvements on the 
follow-on ships.” 

Defense analysts familiar with the LCS program say that 
although the ships were built with research and development 
(R&D) funding, they were not – until spring of this year – 
referred to as R&D ships. 

Ultimately, Hillson says, “the competitive pressure of the 
dual block buy award strategy afforded the Navy an 
opportunity to award up to 20 ships between [fiscal] 2010 - 
2015 with fixed-price type contracts. The award resulted in a 
procurement savings of approximately $2.9 billion.” 

The dual-block buy award strategy was judged to have 
several additional benefits, she says. “The strategy allowed the 
Navy to increase ship procurement rate to support urgent 
operational requirements, and promoted efficiency in the 
industrial base - from the vendors to systems providers to the 
shipyards - while sustaining competition. The fixed-price type 
contract limits the government’s liability and incentivizes both 
the government and the shipbuilder to aggressively pursue 
further efficiencies, and control cost.” 

But the cost to the Navy, Rep. Speier says, has been one 
of credibility, given the timing of the emails apparently meant 
to bury negative reports about LCS-1. “These emails seem to 
indicate test results were manipulated to hide the true level of 
risk in the LCS program,” she says. “This raises disturbing 
questions about the integrity of the information Congress 
received, and whether we are being given the information we 
need to be good custodians of taxpayer dollars. Congress must 
stop relying upon the Navy and NAVSEA to reassure us that 
these problems are being adequately addressed and should 
instead get an independent assessment of this program and its 
management.” 

Others have questioned the timing of the Navy proposal. 
“Did the timing of the Navy’s proposal provide Congress with 
enough time to adequately assess the relative merits of the 
downselect strategy and the dual-award strategy?” the 
Congressional Research Service (CRS) asks. 

CRS notes that contractors submitted their bids by mid-
September of that year and also asks if the Navy could have 
notified Congress of the proposed dual-award strategy sooner 
than November 2010, giving Congress more time to seek 
information on and evaluate the proposal. 
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20. Off Course: Did Navy Underplay Steering Problem Before Awarding Ship Contract? 
(PROJECT ON GOVERNMENT OVERSIGHT 16 AUG 12) ... Ben Freeman, Ph.D. 

In late 2010, the future of one of the U.S. Navy’s prized 
new weapons systems hung in the balance. 

Instead of choosing between competing versions of a 
warship designed to operate in shallow coastal waters, the 
Navy wanted Congress’s blessing to buy both of them – one 
by Lockheed Martin and another by General Dynamics. 

Internal Navy records obtained by the Project On 
Government Oversight and Aviation Week show that, before 

Congress granted the Navy’s request, tests of the version 
developed by Lockheed Martin had identified a problem. 

“Ship is inherently directionally unstable,” one Navy 
document said. 

The vessel, known as a “littoral combat ship,” was 
difficult to steer and “requires many… adjustments to 
maintain a straight course,” the document said. 



 21

That information does not seem to have been shared 
widely at the time. 

In response to questions from POGO, a Navy 
spokeswoman said Navy personnel “limited discussion” of test 
results, partly because they doubted the findings and partly 
because the assessments could have influenced the 
competition. 

The spokeswoman, Lieutenant Courtney Hillson, said the 
directional instability was normal. 

“Although seemingly counter-intuitive, all ships actually 
need some amount of directional instability inherent to the hull 
in order to maneuver tactically through the water,” Hillson 
said in a written statement. 

However, a source close to the LCS program told POGO 
that the directional instability affected the crew’s ability to 
operate the Lockheed ship. 

The documents obtained by POGO and Aviation Week 
show that Navy officials urged personnel involved in the 
littoral combat ship program to contain or reword the results 
of the so-called calm water trials conducted in October and 
November of 2010. 

One Navy officer explicitly tied his concern to “the down 
select”—the moment of truth when the government was 
supposed to choose between the two rival models, declaring 
one team of shipbuilders the winner and another the loser in 
this multi-billion dollar shipbuilding competition. 

James R. Garner, who at the time was commanding 
officer of the USS Freedom, the first littoral combat ship 
(LCS) delivered by the Lockheed consortium, emailed a 
subordinate about a summary of lessons learned in the calm 
water trials. Garner described a discussion he had had with 
Dan Brintzinghoffer, who worked on the LCS for the Naval 
Surface Warfare Center (NAVSEA). 

“I had a healthy conversation with Dan Brintzinghoffer 
today and he asked that we not use terms directional instability 
or the like in any briefings or discussions,” Garner wrote on 
Dec. 15, 2010. 

Garner relayed two reasons he was given to avoid the 
phrase. The definition of the term was “in question,” he wrote. 
The government’s pending decision about the future course of 
the program was also a factor. 

“The bottom line is concern with respect to the down 
select,” Garner wrote. 

On Dec. 22, 2010, one week after those emails were 
written, Congress authorized the Navy to buy both the 
Lockheed model and another designed by General Dynamics’s 
partner, Austal. 

One week later, on Dec. 29, 2010, the Navy awarded each 
team of shipbuilders a contract for as many as 10 of their 
vessels. The Navy anticipated spending an average of $440 
million per ship, about twice the price it had originally 
envisioned, according to a Congressional Research Service 
report on the program’s history. 

Directional instability is one of many problems the 
program has encountered. For example, a 2011 analysis by the 
Pentagon’s Director of Operational Test and Evaluation 
concluded that the littoral combat ship “is not expected to be 
survivable in a hostile combat environment.” 

In many ways, the long-troubled littoral combat ship has 
been emblematic of Pentagon procurement and modern 
weapons systems. Costs mushroom. Progress is delayed. 

Performance falls short of expectations, and big defense 
contractors developing the hardware get do-over after do-over. 

The internal Navy documents obtained by POGO and 
Aviation Week shed light on another dimension: the reaction 
of military personnel when problems surface. 

Congressional overseers of the combat ship program were 
not made aware of the ship’s testing results before the 
December 2010 legislative action, according to congressional 
sources intimately familiar with that action. 

In a written statement to POGO, the Navy spokeswoman 
said that in late 2010 Navy personnel involved in the littoral 
combat ship program “limited discussion of” calm water trial 
results “because some of these initial results appeared to be 
invalid.” 

The spokeswoman also suggested that publicizing the 
results could have put the Lockheed ship at an unfair 
disadvantage in the competition. 

“[A]llowing widespread discussion of preliminary trial 
results for USS FREEDOM before USS INDEPENDENCE” – 
the General Dynamics ship – “underwent her trials could 
potentially impact ... source selection by creating unfair 
comparisons between the ships,” Hillson said. 

POGO asked the Navy who if anyone in Congress was 
told about the directional instability, when they were told, and 
what if anything members of Congress knew about the matter 
when they gave the Navy authority to buy both versions of the 
ship. The written statement the Navy provided did not 
explicitly address those questions. 

Among the other unanswered questions: How high up the 
military chain of command did knowledge of the issue go? 

Even after Congress had authorized funding for both 
versions of the ship, information from the calm water trials 
was contained, according to internal Navy correspondence. 
When an LCS officer inquired about it in January 2011, a 
Navy test official wrote that the data was “still under a gag 
order.” 

According to a person close to the LCS program, even 
people directly involved in the program were unable to obtain 
calm water test results until more than a year after the trials 
were concluded. The person spoke on condition of anonymity. 

The Navy spokeswoman told POGO that both versions of 
the littoral combat ship “meet performance requirements.” As 
the Navy spokeswoman tells it, directional instability isn’t a 
serious problem with the Lockheed ship. 

“Based on the ship design, the directional instability 
observed in USS FREEDOM’s calm water trials was normal 
and has no impact on the operator’s ability to maintain ship’s 
heading,” Hillson said. 

“At no point during or after these trials have there been 
any concerns that USS FREEDOM is unsafe to operate or has 
undue difficulty in maneuvering or maintaining heading,” she 
said. 

Navy records obtained by POGO and Aviation Week 
provide a different perspective. A “Calm Water Trials Lessons 
Learned” brief from late 2010 described observations made as 
the Freedom was put through its paces. That document said 
the ship was “inherently directionally unstable.” 

“Difficult to steer ‘in-hand’, requires many, many bucket 
angle adjustments to maintain a straight course,” it added. The 
document was attached to a chain of emails on Dec. 15, 2010. 
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“OK, this is a really good brief. Problem is it’s a bit TOO 
good,” a trial director at NAVSEA’s Carderock division, 
which oversaw the calm water trials, wrote in response on the 
same date. 

The trial director appeared concerned that the internal 
report could provide legal ammunition for Lockheed’s rivals. 

“Please don’t send this brief anywhere else outside your 
lifelines, as I think the main issue is potential lawsuits between 
shipbuilders,” he wrote. 

On December 14, 2010, one day before those emails were 
written, Navy leaders were on Capitol Hill testifying in 
defense of the vessel and urging lawmakers to pay for both the 
Lockheed Martin and General Dynamics versions. 

“Both the lead ships of each variant are currently in 
service and already performing well, while also conducting a 
comprehensive test and evaluation program,” Secretary of the 
Navy Ray Mabus told members of the Senate Armed Services 
Committee. 

“Do both of these vessels in their current configuration 
meet the Navy’s requirements?” Chairman Carl Levin (D-MI) 
asked the chief of naval operations. 

“Yes, Senator, they do. Both ships do,” Admiral Gary 
Roughead replied. 

Days later, Congress agreed to set aside the competition 
and allow the Navy to buy both versions of the ship instead of 
forcing the Navy to choose between them. 

Six months later, Navy Secretary Mabus named the 
“Competition Excellence Acquisition Team of the Year.” The 
honor went to the Littoral Combat Ship Price Analysis Team, 
which included the person who reportedly opposed using the 
“terms directional instability or the like in any briefings or 
discussions.” 

POGO made multiple attempts to obtain comment from 
the individual participants in the LCS program whose 
correspondence is cited in this report. Those efforts were made 
via email, LinkedIn, or phone listings. POGO received no 
response to its messages. Lockheed spokeswomen did not 
respond to POGO’s requests for comment. 

Weeks after the congressional decision to suspend the 
competition, a member of the Freedom crew wrote to officials 
at NAVSEA asking about the potential release of the data 
gathered aboard Freedom during the calm water trials. 

“I was told by PMS 501 [the LCS Program Office] not to 
show our results to anyone else until they gave permission,” 
an official at NAVSEA, Grant Rossignol, wrote back. 

“The bottom line,” he wrote, “is that they didn’t like what 
the results said.” 

Click here to read the full Navy statement: 
http://www.pogo.org/resources/20120813-navy-response.html 
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TTEECCHHNNOOLLOOGGYY::  
21. Tapping Crowds For Military Design 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 17 AUG 12) ... James R. Hagerty 

A branch of the Pentagon is looking into whether a bunch 
of volunteers could design a better amphibious vehicle for the 
Marines than a defense contractor. 

The Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency, known 
as Darpa, is preparing to assess whether crowdsourcing, a 
freewheeling collaborative method sometimes used to develop 
software, can be an effective means of designing military 
equipment. 

The U.S. military hopes crowdsourcing could help 
counter the enormous costs and long delays that often dog the 
development of new weaponry and vehicles. 

Darpa aims to use crowdsourcing to tap more brainpower 
than the traditional defense-contractor route, while speeding 
up development and slashing expenses. The first test of the 
new approach will be a competition to design a vehicle that 
would be used to help Marines storm beaches. 

Darpa got an opening to test its crowdsourcing theories 
after the Defense Department in early 2011 canceled another 
project to create a replacement for 1970s-era Marine 
amphibious vehicles. The military concluded the project, led 
by defense contractor General Dynamics Corp., GD 
+1.81%would be too expensive—after sinking in more than $3 
billion toward development. Pursuing the program "would 
essentially swallow the entire Marine vehicle budget," then-
Defense Secretary Robert Gates said at the time. 

The Pentagon is still pondering what alternative to pursue. 
Both General Dynamics and BAE Systems BA.LN 
0.00%PLC, longtime suppliers to the U.S. military, say they 
are eager to develop a new vehicle for the Marines. 

Meanwhile, however, the Marines have agreed to 
consider designs the Darpa effort produces to replace the 
aging vehicles, which continue to be repaired and modified. A 
spokesman for the Marines said they probably will remain in 
use for at least another decade. 

Darpa plans a series of "challenges" in which designers 
could compete for prize money, the largest award being $2 
million for the best total vehicle design. The first challenge is 
to take place in the first half of next year. Darpa "hopes to see 
a broad spectrum of participants, from small businesses to 
large industry to academia, as well as individual engineers at 
various levels of expertise," a spokesman said. 

One big challenge for Darpa is the risk that 
crowdsourcing could leak sensitive information about U.S. 
military plans or technology to enemies. 

"We need to make sure we don't release any information 
that is sensitive," said Army Lt. Col. Nathan Wiedenman, a 
Darpa official. "We are still working on the right way to 
address that," he said, adding the project won't be "fully open" 
to all comers. 

Darpa's effort could help determine whether 
crowdsourcing works for nonmilitary design and 
manufacturing. Fledgling companies such as New York-based 
Quirky Inc. already present it as a way to develop and sell 
household products, including pizza slicers and toilet brushes, 
dreamed up by freelance inventors. General Electric GE 
+0.43%has described crowdsourcing as a potential boon for 
designing such things as medical and aerospace equipment. 
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As part of its experiment, Darpa, which is known for its 
contributions to creating both the Internet and global-
positioning technology, this week awarded a $47.5 million, 
three-year contract to a research lab at Pennsylvania State 
University to make sure the designs can be manufactured in a 
timely and cost-effective way. After the best design is picked, 
the lab would oversee the manufacturing process, which 
would likely involve numerous subcontractors. Final assembly 
of the vehicle would take place at an Army arsenal in Rock 
Island, Ill. 

Mark Traband, who heads the Penn State manufacturing-
research team that won the contract to assess the designs' 
viability, said the university's Applied Research Laboratory 
has done research-and-development work for the U.S. military 
since the mid-1940s. 

A Darpa spokesman said the agency received bids for the 
contract "from a variety of sources, including industry and 
academia," but declined to name other bidders. 

Meanwhile, GE and the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology have developed a software "ecosystem" for the 

Darpa project to help participants share and build on design 
ideas. 

If the Darpa effort succeeds, the crowdsourced vehicle 
would likely compete with proposals from General Dynamics 
and BAE. 

Brad Lindberg, a BAE executive who works on projects 
involving the Marines, said BAE is confident its technology 
can prevail. As for the crowdsourcing team, "they're going to 
have challenges," Mr. Lindberg said. "Who knows what they 
can do?" 

General Dynamics officials said they welcome Darpa's 
initiative and have set up a "collaboration center" to tap design 
expertise from a wide variety of sources, including academia 
and others in the defense industry. 

Lt. Col. Wiedenman, the Darpa official, said the military 
must find ways to adopt technology faster. With traditional 
design methods, he said, it can take decades to produce a new 
tank or fighter jet. "This is an unsustainable path," he said. 
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22. U.S. Navy Expects Fall Approval For UCLASS Requirements 
(FLIGHTGLOBAL (UK) 16 AUG 12) ... Dave Majumdar 

WASHINGTON, D.C. -- The U.S. Navy expects formal 
approval of its unmanned carrier-launched surveillance strike 
(UCLASS) aircraft requirements in the early fall. 

"The UCLASS requirements have not been approved by 
the CNO [Chief of Naval Operations]," the Naval Air Systems 
Command says. "Approval is expected in the early fall 
timeframe." 

Contractors, however, received a draft version of the 
aircraft's requirements the week of 5 August 2012, an industry 
source says. Those requirements focus on unrefueled 
endurance. 

Once the USN has a final set of requirements, the service 
will select a number of different contractors to develop 
competing designs. 

Northrop Grumman will likely submit a bid based on its 
X-47B naval unmanned combat aircraft demonstrator, while 

General Atomics has said it will submit a version of its 
Predator-C jet-powered unmanned aircraft. Lockheed Martin 
recently unveiled its Sea Ghost concept while Boeing says it 
will submit a design that draws lessons from its X-45C 
Phantom Ray. 

A senior USN official recently told Flightglobal that there 
will be a down-select to a single design in 2016. The service is 
still hoping for an initial operational capability (IOC) in 2020, 
he said, but IOC in this case could mean that six UCLASS 
aircraft embark aboard a carrier during its pre-deployment 
work-ups. 

It does not mean that the UCLASS would be ready to 
deploy onboard a carrier for a six-month deployment, the 
official said. That would happen sometime later. 
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23. Navy's New 'Precision Kill' System Adds Laser-Guided Accuracy To Ordinary Rockets 
(FOX NEWS 16 AUG 12) ... Allison Barrie 

At low cost, the Advanced Precision Kill Weapon 
transforms a run of the mill rocket into one that is precision 
laser guided for surgical strikes. 

This week the U.S. Navy has authorized full-rate 
production of BAE Systems’ Advanced Precision Kill 
Weapon System (APKWS®) laser guided rocket system for 
the U.S. Marine Corps. 

APKWS soups up a standard unguided 70 millimeter 
rocket into a precision laser-guided one to give warfighters 
precision capability. 

It is also designed to give aviators a highly accurate 
weapon that minimizes risk to non-combatants and allies. 

By upgrading rockets using this technology, U.S. forces 
will have increased capability to engage targets in for 
example, built up and confined areas, where previously they 
may have been unable to do so because of the risk of collateral 
damage and civilian causalities. 

The order for full production comes off the back of the 
Marine Corps using the system a number of times in combat 
earlier this year with great success. 

In March, the AH-1W and UH-1Y helicopters used this 
weapon system for the first time in support of Marine Corps 
on the ground during combat operations Afghanistan. 

According to BAE, performance testing began in 2002 by 
the Marine Corp and since then APKWS has succeeded 68 
times in hitting high speed moving targets and multiple 
stationary targets within 17 inches from the laser spot. 

The APKWS technology fills the gaps between unguided 
rockets and Hellfire missiles. 

Rockets in U.S. inventory can be easily converted without 
affecting the effectiveness of their fuses, motors and 
warheads. 

The system does not require any modification to the 
aircraft or launcher and instead only to the rocket itself. 
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Using standard tools, the guidance and control section can 
be inserted between the rocket motor and warhead. 

Adapting it is simple – the unguided rocket is placed in a 
fixture and all it takes is a wrench to remove the fuse and 
warhead from the rocket motor. A guidance unit is then 
screwed into the rocket motor and the warhead and fuse 
screwed into the guidance section. 

Before inserting the newly souped up rocket into the 
launcher, the pulse repetition frequency code matching the 
designating laser is dialed into it, the on/off switched place on 
and the rocket is ready to launch- just that quickly and easily 
an unguided rocket is turned into a precision laser-guided one. 

The modification can be made at the factory, a depot or 
even in the field and according to the company requires 
minimal training to do so. 

APKWS locks on after launch and by doing so improves 
the protection of guidance optics from damage that the fire, 
smoke and debris of adjacent rocket fire can cause. 

Within one second from launch, the battery kicks off the 
guidance section electronics, the wings are deployed and the 
trailing edges stabilize the rocket. 

Next the sensor aperture dome and seeker optics lock onto 
the laser painted target and guidance begins. 

Low-cost laser guidance seeker aperture domes are 
mounted on leading edges of each wing and these seekers are 
protected from operational environmental conditions such as 
sand, dust and debris by innovative design and special seals. 

The guidance system utilizes the same laser designator as 
the Hellfire. 

The system then determines the angle, pitch, roll and yaw 
controlled for precision flight to target. 

Testing has demonstrated that APKWS sensors have 
acquired target data more than 14 kilometers away – a 
distance well beyond the range of its motor. 

For the pilot, the laser targeting procedures and armament 
control are the same as current systems. 

Any helicopter or fixed-wing aircraft capable of firing 
Hydra 70 rockets can currently use the Advanced Precision 
Kill Weapon System and BAE Systems is looking to expand 
APKWS use to the MQ-8B Fire Scout and the armed MH-
60S. 

APKWS rockets can also be guided remotely by another 
aircraft, a targeting team on ground or autonomously using the 
aircraft’s onboard system. 

The system is not designed to replace high yield anti 
armor weapons like Hellfire missiles or for area suppression, 
marking and illumination that unguided rockets for which 
unguided rockets may be deployed. 

Instead it is intended for precision engagement against 
moving and stationary targets and has long-range laser 
acquisition and a wide field of view to enable that sort of 
deployment. 

It is effective against lightly armored and soft targets and 
the semi-active laser guidance allows it to engage and 
penetrate complex targets in challenging terrain like 
Afghanistan. 

One advantage of this sort of plug and play technology, is 
that is allows the military to leverage the current inventories 
by simply upgrading as opposed to costly new acquisitions. 

Compared to the current forward firing laser guided 
precision munitions inventory, APKWS is approximately one-
third of both the cost and the weight according to the 
company. 

In September, BAE Systems will deliver the 925th 
Advanced Precision Kill Weapons System to the Navy and it 
remains available to the forces allied with the United States 
through foreign military sales. 
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CCYYBBEERR::  
24. Cyber Command Struggles To Define Its Place On A Shifting Battlefield 
(NEXTGOV 16 AUG 12) ... Aliya Sternstein 

The U.S. Cyber Command, which directs network 
offensive operations for the Pentagon and protects its 
networks, is becoming more open about the military’s 
capabilities in cyberspace. Recently, the Defense Department 
was forced to show part of its hand when leaks surfaced about 
U.S.-manufactured cyber weapons and cyber espionage 
missions. Still, since 2011, the department has told the world it 
stands prepared to protect U.S. national security interests 
through cyberspace maneuvers. 

With intrusions becoming ever more frequent and 
public—Defense and the Office of the Director of National 
Intelligence have called Chinese hackers a continuing and 
concerning threat—the military is focusing its constrained 
budgets on cyber. The Pentagon in January announced a 
spending strategy that switches priorities from ground wars in 
the Middle East to the Asia-Pacific maritime region and cyber 
operations. 

But a cyber fighter shortage and the U.S. force’s 
dedication to civil liberties may be dragging down the agenda. 

Cyberspace demands a new breed of warrior whose skills 
are scarce even by private sector standards. Troop size aside, 

cyber weapons could backfire on U.S. civilians, because of the 
amorphous nature of the cyber domain. And the very idea of 
an Internet corps scares the people Cyber Command aims to 
protect: Americans who value free speech and free markets. 

The Pentagon is cognizant of the staffing, privacy and 
security challenges of mobilizing in cyberspace, current and 
former military officials say. Defense knows the competition 
for able cyber professionals presents a hurdle, but the 
command stands ready to vie for them using special 
incentives. The extras that Gen. Keith Alexander, head of 
Cyber Command, has mentioned include bonuses like the ones 
pilots and nuclear officers receive, as well as opportunities for 
education and advanced degrees. 

Operations online likely will require a combination of 
physical and mental acuity if the recent Stuxnet campaign is 
any indication. The U.S.-Israeli-engineered computer virus 
that reportedly seized Iranian nuclear centrifuges was inserted 
manually through a jump drive, rather than propagated over 
the Internet from a safe distance. The Pentagon plans for cyber 
specialists from the Air Force, Army, Marines and Navy to 
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coordinate with Cyber Command headquarters in Maryland on 
executing operations abroad, according to Alexander. 

“One of the challenges is finding and holding the people 
we need to do this mission. We have to recruit, train and retain 
a cyber cadre that will give us the ability to operate effectively 
in cyberspace for the long term,” Cyber Command spokesman 
Col. Rivers J. Johnson Jr. says. “Gen. Alexander has indicated 
that it is going to take time for us to generate the force,” 
Johnson says, adding the Cyber Command chief is optimistic 
he eventually will get the specialized force desired. 

Once troops are in place, activating them may require 
patience, due to the risk of accidentally unleashing viruses into 
the wild. The Flame worm, a suspected U.S. government 
invention, has long been harvesting information from 
computers in Middle Eastern countries using a compromised 
Microsoft product. Microsoft had to block three of its own 
digital certificates to stop less well-intentioned programmers 
from exploiting the weakness. Stuxnet, which undermined a 
computer system that operated nuclear plant equipment, could 
theoretically ram other Iranian infrastructure, such as civilian 
water utilities, for instance. 

Another complication with an armament such as Flame is 
the potential for eavesdropping on communications between 
innocents. Kaspersky Labs, the security firm that discovered 
the cyber spy tool, describes the bug as “the largest cyber 
weapon to date,” referring to its 20 megabytes. The worm can 
scoop up massive amounts of valuable information such as 
screen shots of online chats, audio recordings from internal 
microphones and storage files. Many American privacy 
activists and foreigners are nervous about proposed legislation 
that would let U.S. intelligence and military communities scan 
citizens’ correspondence for signs of illicit activities and 
viruses embedded by nation state actors. 

Both big business and human rights activists—not always 
best friends—are largely on the same side about any 
government regulations that demand sensitive information in 
return for greater computer protections. As much as civil 
libertarians would like the United States to facilitate the free 
flow of information in oppressive regimes, they aren’t so 
eager if it means monitoring all digital messages to find the 
bad guys. 

Yet, on the whole, some former government hackers say 
they’ve been surprised to see the Obama administration taking 
considerable care to minimize such civil liberties and 
cybersecurity risks. Recently uncovered attacks have involved 
“techniques that could have been used against us just as 
effectively,” says Dave Aitel, chief executive officer of 
cybersecurity firm Immunity Inc. and a former National 
Security Agency computer scientist. He was referring to the 
chance of a cyber backlash if adversaries figured out how to 
apply the same tactics against U.S. citizens. 

The order to implant the Stuxnet virus reportedly was 
made after thorough deliberation by the highest power in U.S. 
government—and not a Pentagon official. Defense’s strategy 

for operating in cyberspace states the commander in chief has 
the ultimate say-so to engage in confrontations. “Obama has to 
say yes or no,” Aitel says. “It’s not completely like ‘Go crazy, 
Cyber Command.’ “ 

Pentagon officials have said they strongly respect 
Americans’ rights during operations. Defense spokeswoman 
Lt. Col. April Cunningham says, “DoD is committed to 
protecting the individual privacy of communications on the 
Internet and the civil liberties of the American people.” 

Retired Gen. John P. Casciano, a former Air Force 
director of intelligence, surveillance and reconnaissance, says 
the U.S. government will never have 100 percent assurance 
that a cyber offensive will work as planned. Americans, 
however, have more to fear from adversaries and cyber crooks 
than from feds. “I’m not terribly concerned about the U.S. 
government spying on us,” says Casciano, now a private 
consultant. 

Some former Defense officials say cyber weapons are 
subject to the 1978 Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Act, 
which regulates the monitoring of U.S. international 
communications during counter-espionage activities. “All new 
cyber weapons must adhere to all the U.S. federal laws,” says 
retired Air Force Lt. Gen. Harry Raduege Jr. Or, more 
specifically, “it’s U.S. people who employ cyber weapons who 
are subject to FISA. It’s really the people.” Raduege is now 
chairman of the Deloitte Center for Cyber Innovation. 

Casciano says he trusts the current legal framework will 
protect Americans in cyberspace. 

Many civil liberties activists have argued otherwise, based 
on their long-standing criticism of FISA for sweeping up 
Americans’ calls, emails and text messages. Flame so far has 
spread in a controlled manner among certain nation-state 
groups and academic institutions and has not self-replicated, 
according to Kaspersky researchers. 

Jeffrey Carr, a cybersecurity consultant and author of 
Inside Cyber Warfare (O’Reilly Media, 2009), makes a 
distinction between cyber weapons intended to destroy 
systems such as Stuxnet, and cyber espionage tools such as 
Flame that compromise systems. With cyber weapons, 
collateral damage could harm civilians who use a targeted 
network, he says. “How do we know which networks should 
be targeted and which ones should be off limits?” he says. “I 
would think that [U.S. officials] would be concerned about 
their rules of engagement.” 

Cunningham notes the Pentagon does not discuss 
operational matters as a manner of long-standing policy and 
will not comment specifically on the development of cyber 
offensive tools. But she says, “DoD will organize, man, train 
and equip for operating effectively in cyberspace. DoD is in 
the process of developing the organizations, processes and 
procedures to ensure that the [combatant commands] have the 
appropriate cyber force structure and capabilities to operate 
effectively in their theaters.” 
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CCOONNGGRREESSSS  //  BBUUDDGGEETT::  
25. Alaska Senator Hopeful On Passing Sea Treaty 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 16 AUG 12) ... Dan Joling 

ANCHORAGE, Alaska — Melting summer sea ice is 
opening up the Arctic Ocean to commercial opportunities but 
the United States could miss them if it doesn’t sign the Law of 
the Sea treaty, according to U.S. Sen. Lisa Murkowski. 

The Alaska Republican hopes the Senate will vote to sign 
the treaty during the lame duck session following the 
November election. 

The treaty sets up a system for resolving disputes in 
international waters. It has been around since the Reagan 
administration, and 162 countries have signed on. 

“This is a treaty that I believe very strongly will 
contribute not only to our national security, but will allow us a 
level of certainly in accessing our resources in the north,” 
Murkowski said Wednesday. The Constitution requires two-
thirds of the Senate — 67 votes — to ratify a treaty. 

The treaty recognizes sovereign rights over a country’s 
“exclusive economic zone” — the area covering its 
continental shelf out to 200 nautical miles. It recognizes rights 
beyond that zone if the country can provide evidence to 
substantiate its claims. 

That’s exactly what could happen off Alaska’s northern 
shore, Murkowski said. Outer continental shelf mapping 
indicates the United States could claim an area the size of 
California, she said. 

“I don’t want us as an Arctic nation to abandon those 
opportunities, and we would be doing that if we fail to ratify 
the Law of the Sea treaty,” Murkowski said. 

The treaty has support from the president, most Senate 
Democrats, the U.S. Chamber of Commerce, and the military. 

“Anybody with a star on their shoulder has sat before the 
Foreign Relations Committee and testified about why it’s so 
important, so critical, to this nation,” she said. 

She has worked with Sen. John Kerry, D-Mass., to 
educate fellow senators on the pact’s importance. Proponents 
faced a setback in June, she said, when Sens. Rob Portman, R-
Ohio, and Kelly Ayotte, R-N.H., said they had concerns about 
the breadth and ambiguity of the treaty and that it was not in 
the national interest at that time. Their decision meant 
opponents had enough votes to block ratification unless some 
senators change their minds. 

In the upcoming months, Murkowski said, representatives 
from shipping, telecommunications, petroleum and even 
tourism interests will make the case for the treaty. 

She said opponents are not worried U.S. interests could be 
exposed to international litigation. Instead, she said, they see a 
loss of U.S sovereignty if the United Nations is involved. 

“There are some colleagues — if the United Nations is in 
the title of any treaty, it’s an automatic no,” Murkowski said. 
“But the reality is the treaty has been amended or adapted 
from the time President Reagan was in office, and had 
concerns about it, to address some of the issues that have been 
raised.” 

The chance of treaty approval in November or December, 
she said, will depend on whether special interests, such as the 
U.S. Chamber, push the measure as a priority over other 
legislation such as automatic deficit reduction or tax cut 
extension. 

“The concern is, we have these advocates, but they’re 
going have to prioritize what they’re going to be pushing for 
hardest,” Murkowski said. 
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26. Some Senior Lawmakers Show Flexibility In Budget Negotiations 
(DEFENSE NEWS 16 AUG 12) ... Marcus Weisgerber 

With Congress in recess until September, few believe 
lawmakers will agree on a comprehensive deal to lower the 
U.S. deficit before November’s elections. 

Still, some believe statements made over the past month 
by senior minority members in both chambers of Congress 
could provide the framework for negotiations on a 
comprehensive debt deal after the election. 

Until then, sequestration — $1.2 trillion in federal 
spending cuts mandated by the Budget Control Act of 2011 — 
will loom. The Pentagon’s share of those cuts is about $500 
billion over the next decade. The cuts are scheduled to start on 
Jan. 2. 

Some of the ideas being floated by the minority parties— 
Republicans in the Senate and Democrats in the House — are 
items typically not up for debate among their respective 
parties, such as revenues and entitlements. 

Take, for instance comments made recently Sen. Lindsey 
Graham, R-S.C. and Rep. Rob Andrews, D-N.J., members of 
the Senate and House Armed Services committees, 
respectively. 

Graham said he was working with Senate Armed Services 
Committee Chairman Carl Levin, D-Mich., to find a way to 
delay defense cuts until May, using components of the 
Simpson-Bowles deficit reduction plan. 

The plan “rejects raising tax rates, But what we would do 
is we would go into the tax code and generate revenue, taking 
whaling deductions away from whaling captains, suspend the 
corporate jet deduction for a time so we can buy fighter jets,” 
he said during an Aug. 5 interview in CNN’s State of the 
Union. 

The four-month delay would give lawmakers more time 
to find ways to lower the deficit. 

Andrews — a 12-term congressman — has suggested 
delaying Medicare and Social Security eligibility. 

“I know that there are sacred things you can’t say in 
American politics,” he said during an Aug. 1 House Armed 
Services Committee hearing. “We need to start to say them.” 

At the same time, Andrews has called for defense cuts 
below sequestration levels through “statutory caps on defense 
appropriations.” 
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27. Politics Keep Sequestration Threat Alive 
(MILITARY UPDATE 16 AUG 12) ... Tom Philpott 

Members of Congress are more interested in winning 
reelection in November than in removing before then the 
budget "sequestration" knife that threatens to lop 10 percent 
off 2500 defense programs starting Jan. 2. 

That was the signal that lawmakers sent at a House 
Armed Services Committee hearing this month where the 
White House budget director and the deputy defense secretary 
explained how sequestration would shred defense budgets and 
degrade force readiness if Congress fails to block the process 
by negotiating a new $1.2 trillion debt-reduction deal. 

But the higher priority for committee members, suggested 
its chairman, is staying in office. That helped to explain the 
disdain for bipartisanship shown at the hearing, ostensibly 
called to gather facts on the approaching sequestration crisis. 

The most telling moment came after Rep. Robert 
Andrews (D-N.J.) listed some of the tough budget cuts he 
would support to stop sequestration, including delaying 
eligibility for Medicare and Social Security for younger 
workers, and paring federal funds for beach erosion, if 
colleagues agreed to cut their favored programs for their states 
like crop subsidies. 

Rep. Howard "Buck" McKeon (R-Calif.), committee 
chairman, told Andrews he applauded his willingness to float 
such controversial ideas. 

"However, many [colleagues] who are facing election in 
November, who are in tighter races, are not going to step up 
and do that," McKeon said. 

"If the chairman would yield," interrupted Andrews for 
some dry wit. "My race may have just gotten a lot tighter." 

As the laughter died away, Andrews added with 
seriousness, "We have been pushing things out to the future 
around here for about 40 years. We keep having commissions 
and delays, and that's what's got us into this problem. I think 
the time is [here] for us to make some decisions." 

McKeon agreed. But Republican colleagues had another 
priority, pinning blame for sequestration on President Obama 
because he signed the deal – called the Budget Control Act – 
that Republicans and Democrats had negotiated last August to 
avoid defaulting on the nation's debt. 

Jeffrey Zients, acting director of the Office of 
Management and Budget, rejected all such charges, telling 
House Republicans they created the debt ceiling crisis, voted 
with Democrats to accept sequestration as an enforcing 
mechanism to get a "balanced" budget deal, and now refuse 
the "balance" by opposing tax increases of any kind, including 
on the richest Americans. 

"There are five months remaining for Congress to act," 
Zients told Rep. J. Randy Forbes (R-Va.) during in a long and 
heated exchange. "What is holding us up right now is the 
Republican refusal to have the top two percent pay their fair 
share." 

The Budget Control Act directed a trillion-dollar cut in 
federal spending over 10 years including $487 billion from 
defense. It also established a "super committee" of Senate and 
House members with power to design and push to enactment 
another $1.5 trillion in deficit reduction initiatives. 

The law also directed that, if no deal came from the super 
committee by last Christmas, and none did, then an automatic 
across-the-board cut, called sequestration, would fall on all 

"non-exempt" federal programs, starting Jan. 2, 2013. The 
Defense Department's share would another $500 billion, or 
$55 billion a year through year 2021. 

Congress can still reach a deal and stop sequestration. If it 
doesn't, Deputy Defense Secretary Ashton B. Carter warned, it 
"will introduce "senseless chaos into the management of every 
single one of more than two thousand five hundred defense 
investment programs." Billions of taxpayer dollars will be 
wasted and thousands of defense industry jobs lost, he said. 

A day before the Aug. 1 hearing, President Obama 
announced that he would exercise his prerogative under the 
budget law to exempt military personnel accounts from 
sequestration for at least next year. He did so to signal support 
for troops, Carter said, but also because a sudden 10-percent 
cut in military personnel accounts would be impractical to 
implement quickly, given that military members can't be 
furloughed like civilian employees. 

Such a large swift cut would force very dramatic actions. 
For example, the services would have to stop all recruiting or 
stop all permanent change-of-station orders, freezing the force 
in place for lack of travel dollars. 

The easier course was to exempt military personnel 
accounts for now, Carter explained. That means all other areas 
of defense spending would take budget hits larger than 10 
percent if Congress fails to stop sequestration. 

Some military benefits and services still would be 
impacted, Carter explained. Wartime operating budgets would 
be protected but at the cost of taking deeper cuts than 10 
percent to base operations and maintenance accounts, which 
would affect training, readiness and base support services. 

Funds for civilian employees would be cut, forcing 
release of temporary employees and at least a partial hiring 
freeze. 

"We might also have to impose unpaid furloughs on our 
civilian personnel," he said. "You can imagine the effect on 
the output, not to mention the morale of these defense 
employees." 

Military families and retirees would feel the cuts to base 
support services, facility repairs and maintenance of family 
housing. 

"Commissary hours might have to be reduced. Funds for 
the defense health program, which provides health care for 
retirees and military dependents, would be sequestered, 
resulting in delays of payments to service providers and 
potentially some denial of medical services," he said. 

Committee members heard the details and all agreed 
sequestration must be avoided. Congress is in recess now until 
mid-September. 

"We have a responsibility to fix this," McKeon said. "I'm 
just not very optimistic at how we're going to go about that." 

Rep. Adam Smith (Wash.), the committee's ranking 
Democrat, dismissed a Republican's criticism of Zients for 
partisanship. Smith said committee members themselves are 
"very partisan" but they are used to hearing from Defense 
Department witnesses who "don't fight back. And today we 
had someone who was willing to punch back." 

Before adjourning, McKeon chided Zients for hammering 
on Republican refusal to raise taxes on the wealthy as the sole 
roadblock to a deal, ignoring that the Democratic-led Senate 
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hasn't even passed a budget. When both chambers have a budget, he implied, negotiations on a deal could begin. 
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OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
28. Eyes To The Skies For Air & Water Show Test Flights 
(WGN CW CHICAGO 16 AUG 12) 

GARY, Ind. -- There will be some high speed action at 
the lakefront this weekend with Chicago's Air and Water 
Show. 

Ahead of the weekend activities the Navy's Blue Angels 
are providing a preview Thursday. They're also providing 
quite a treat for a local hero. 

The elite fight team's F-18's are at the ready at the Gary 
Airport. Stormy weather is keeping everyone grounded - for 
now. When the system clears, Chicago Firefighter Steve 
O'Malley will be going on the ride of his life. 

O'Malley is being honored for his recent rescue of a child 
who had fallen into Lake Michigan while still strapped in a 
stroller. 

The military heroes of the sky say people like O'Malley 
are also key to keeping America safe. "While we're deployed 
around the globe, they're the ones that are keeping our families 
and friends safe," said Captain Greg McWherter of the U.S. 
Navy Blue Angels. 

"That's why I became a firefighter," said O'Malley. "I love 
helping people and that's what I do all the time. It's not for any 
recognition." 

The Blue Angels will be conducting test flights Thursday 
and throughout the show, which ends on Sunday. 

Air & Water Show Returns To The Lakefront 
(CHICAGOIST 16 AUG 12) 

Some hate it, many love it. The annual Air & Water Show 
takes to the lake and sky at North Avenue Beach this 
weekend. This free event is open to the public, and the city 
expects about a million people each day. So head down to the 
lakefront early if you want the best spot! 

Running from 10 a.m. - 3 p.m. Saturday and Sunday, the 
54th Air & Water Show includes boat demonstrations, 
daredevil pilots performing wild stunts and a wide range of 
historic and current military jets on display. Among the most 
anticipated performers are the Oracle stunt bi-plane, U.S. 
Army Golden Knights parachute team and the headlining Blue 
Angels. 

For those who want to learn about the boats and planes 
they're viewing, Herb Hunter will be announcing the show on 
WBBM Newsradio 780 and 105.9 FM on Saturday and 
Sunday from 10:00 a.m. until 3:00 p.m. 

This year, the Air & Water show also coincides with 
Navy Week, celebrating the 200th anniversary of the War of 
1812 with visits by Navy ships and military celebrations and 
public events that have been taking place throughout the week 
and weekend. The Trib even suggests touring the boats at 
Navy Pier and sticking around to watch Friday's air show 
dress rehearsal. On Saturday, it appears that the Blue Angels 
will be performing at 10 a.m. as part of Navy Week festivities 
in addition to their air show headliner around 3 p.m. 
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29. Divers Take On Chicago Aquarium For Navy Week 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 16 AUG 12) ... Sitthixay Ditthavong 

CHICAGO — Parrotfish, bonnethead sharks, and 
cownose rays were some of the Shedd Aquarium’s underwater 
inhabitants surprised Thursday when members of the U.S. 
Navy Experimental Diving Unit plunged into the Caribbean 
Reef exhibit they call home. 

Dozens of visitors to the aquarium surrounded the exhibit, 
chatting excitedly as they watched divers Petty Officer 1st 
Class Chad Ernst and Petty Officer 1st Class Mike Panek 
move effortlessly among the sea life as part of Navy Week in 
Chicago, which goes until Monday. 

At times followed by an inquisitive green turtle named 
Nickel, Ernst used a mask fitted with a microphone to talk to 
the crowd about the highlights of his Navy diver career. 

“I was a marine mammal handler for Explosive Ordnance 
Disposal Mobile Unit Three, and I got to handle dolphins on a 
daily basis. That was by far the coolest job I’ve had,” Ernst 
said. 

A veteran of over 1,000 dives, Senior Chief Kerry 
Bridges said the Experimental Diving Unit was responsible for 

testing equipment and protocols before they were 
implemented by the Navy. He said all Navy divers had to 
undergo extensive training for the job, but that it wasn’t easy. 

“There’s a lot of glamorous parts of the job, but there’s a 
lot of days where we’re out there doing 16-hour days in the 
rain, in the cold — hungry, wet, tired.” 

Many of the crowd’s younger members had their 
imaginations stirred by the presentation. Eight-year-old Finn 
McDonald, visiting from New Jersey, said his family had a 
special love for the Navy because of his uncle Rear Adm. 
Robert Shumaker. 

“He was the longest held POW in (the) Vietnam (War). 
He got captured for 8 years,” McDonald said proudly. 

His cousin, 10-year-old Keyler White from Chicago, said 
he had never seen anyone dive before the presentation. White 
said he would love to swim with the underwater creatures. 

“These sharks aren’t dangerous,” he said confidently. 
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30. Navy Musicians To Perform Throughout Week 
(TOLEDO (OH) BLADE 16 AUG 12) 

There may be nothing more stirring than a military band 
blasting through patriotic songs on a summer day. 

The marches of John Philip Sousa are ingrained in our 
musical DNA, and when you add in the sight of musicians in 
uniforms -- real service members willing to sacrifice for our 
country -- it's virtually impossible not to feel a surge of 
patriotism course through your system when the Navy Band 
Great Lakes plays. 

Toledo-area residents will have plenty of opportunities to 
find out for themselves during Navy Week as musicians from 
the Navy Band in various configurations play throughout the 
week, with a feature concert of the combined Navy and 
Marine Corps bands scheduled Friday night at the University 
of Toledo. 

The band was formed 101 years ago to provide 
ceremonial support for boot camp graduations and to perform 
in various communities, growing fairly quickly into an 
important part of the Navy's efforts to promote public relations 
and entertain both civilians and enlisted personnel. 

A key figure in the development of the band was Mr. 
Sousa, a lieutenant in the Navy Reserves who was assigned in 
1917 to boost the size of the band and increase its musical 
offerings by establishing a school to find the best musicians 
for the fleet, choirs, and the Great Lakes Naval Station 
Orchestra. 

Navy Band Great Lakes has evolved considerably over 
the years and is composed of 45 members who cover a nine-
state area, providing musical support at military events and 
public ceremonies. 

The band has expanded its repertoire to include jazz, 
country, and even contemporary rock. 

The band's region is Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Michigan, 
Minnesota, Nebraska, North Dakota, South Dakota, and 
Wisconsin. 

There are seven units of the band: wind ensemble; 
ceremonial/parade; Horizon (a seven-piece contemporary 
music group that plays current hits); Liberty Call (a more jazz 
oriented group); a guitar and flute duo; a brass section; a 
saxophone quartet, and Fair Winds (a woodwind ensemble). 

All performances will be free and open to the public, 
including the feature concert at 7 p.m. in the Doermann 
Theatre at the University of Toledo, which seats about 600 
people. 

Here's a rundown of the Navy Band Great Lakes 
performances scheduled for Navy Week. The band will play in 
various configurations, so different ensembles may be playing 
in different places at the same time. 

View Schedule 
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UUSSSS  CCOONNSSTTIITTUUTTIIOONN::  
31. Sailing Out Of History 
USS Constitution to mark anniversary with rare voyage 
(BOSTON GLOBE 17 AUG 12) ... Peter DeMarco 

For just the second time in 131 years the USS 
Constitution will sail under its own power Sunday — the 
anniversary of its most famous battle — on a voyage that is 
expected to be as brief as it is momentous. 

The world’s oldest commissioned warship, which sailed 
in spectacular fashion to Marblehead for its 200th birthday in 
1997, will be towed to a point almost midway between Castle 
Island and Deer Island around 11:30 a.m., Navy officials said. 
Some 200 Sailors will unfurl four sails, including its 
basketball-court sized main sail, before casting its tugboat 
tethers aside. 

For about 10 minutes the Constitution will sail freely 
toward open water, just as she did off the coast of Nova Scotia 
on Aug. 19, 1812. That was the day Old Ironsides earned its 
famous nickname by withstanding an attack from the British 
frigate HMS Guerriere in one of the first major American 
naval victories of the War of 1812. 

As cannonballs literally bounced off the Constitution’s 
triple-layered hull, a seaman inside was said to have 
exclaimed, “Huzza! Her sides are made of iron!” The name 
stuck instantly. 

The brief sail is expected to be the main highlight of 
Boston’s bicentennial celebration of the young nation’s second 
war against the British. 

On Friday, about 100 reenactors will set up a camp in the 
Charlestown Navy Yard, where they will stage demonstrations 

of military and civilian life in 1812 that will be open to the 
public all weekend. At 10 a.m. Saturday, the U.S. Postal 
Service will officially unveil a “forever” stamp of the 
Constitution in a ceremony just steps from the ship and the 
USS Constitution Museum. 

The Navy has deemed Sunday “Guerriere Day,” in honor 
of the battle. At 10 a.m., the Constitution is expected to be 
towed from its berth past Castle and Spectacle islands. Less 
than a mile before reaching the gap that separates Deer and 
Long islands, the ship’s sails will be dropped for its solo jaunt, 
only its second since 1881, according to Navy and museum 
officials. Tugboats, however, will remain by its side. 

“She’s pretty old, so they don’t like to take any chances,” 
said Jodie McMenamin, of the museum. 

The Constitution will then be retethered and pointed 
toward Fort Independence on Castle Island. Its crew will fire 
two cannons, and the fort will respond in kind, until a 21-gun 
salute is complete. (The Massachusetts Army National 
Guard’s 101st Field Artillery Regiment, one of the army’s 
oldest regiments, will handle Castle Island’s cannons.) With 
its sails still unfurled for all of Boston to see, the Constitution 
will be towed back home at approximately 1 p.m. 

In a perfect world, the Guerriere would meet the 
Constitution for a reenacted rematch. But the Constitution 
battered the Guerriere so badly that the British frigate had to 
be burned and sunk on the spot. 
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“It was one of those battles, because of the victory and 
because it was so decisive, that was just a huge morale booster 
for the country, and united the country,” said Chief Petty 
Officer Frank Neely, public affairs officer for the Constitution. 
“The British couldn’t believe it. How could these colonists 
take down one of their frigates? We only had six, where the 
Royal Navy was the largest in the world.” 

Rebecca Parmer, an archivist at the Constitution Museum, 
which is cohosting the bicentennial events with the Navy and 
Boston National Historical Park, said the Constitution’s 
victory over the Guerriere may not have been a defining 
moment for the country — its defeat of the frigate HMS Java 
in Dec. 1812 was far more significant for the outcome of the 
war — but it certainly was a defining moment for Old 
Ironsides. 

“When she returned her crew were literally feted as 
heroes,” Parmer said. “They were given dinners and parties.” 

The museum kicks off the festivities Friday at noon with a 
free lecture on the famed battle by retired Navy Commander 
Tyrone Martin, a former commanding officer of the 
Constitution. 

The museum is also providing narrators for a luncheon 
cruise aboard a Boston Harbor Cruises tour boat that will trail 
behind Old Ironsides during its Sunday voyage. 

Museum visitors will also be able to see artist Michele 
Felice Corné’s “Constitution,” the circa-1803 painting the 
Constitution stamp is based on. A schedule of events, and 
information about reserving a seat on the luncheon cruise, can 
be found on the museum’s website. 
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WWHHIITTEE  HHOOUUSSEE::  
32. First Lady Michelle Obama To Visit Mayport Next Week 
(FLORIDA TIMES-UNION 17 AUG 12) ... William Browning 

First lady Michelle Obama is scheduled to visit Mayport 
Naval Station on Wednesday to meet with military families 
and make an announcement about a veterans and military 
spouse employment milestone for the administration and 
Joining Forces. 

The first lady and others launched Joining Forces last year 
to bring Americans together to recognize and serve military 
veterans and their families. Since the effort began, 2,100 
businesses have “stepped up to hire and train veterans and 
military spouses,” according to a media release. The first lady 

also will announce new hiring commitments made by the 
private sector for the coming years. 

A year ago, President Barack Obama asked the first lady 
to help lead an effort through Joining Forces to challenge the 
private sector to hire or train 100,000 veterans and military 
spouses by the end of 2013. In April, she went to Louisiana to 
announce the 50,000th hire had been made. 

She was last in Jacksonville in April, when she promoted 
Joining Forces at Jacksonville Naval Air Station. 
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CCOOMMMMEENNTTAARRYY::  
33. Keeping The Faith 
Can the military save on pay and benefits without breaking faith? 
(GOVERNMENT EXECUTIVE 15 AUG 12) ... Kellie Lunney 

America’s military community has long felt disconnected 
from the civilian population it protects. In the latest survey 
from the nonprofit military support group Blue Star Families, 
95 percent of respondents, who included service members, 
veterans, spouses and children, agreed with the statement: 
“The general public does not truly understand or appreciate 
the sacrifices made by service members and their families.” 

What happens when service members and their families 
start to feel unappreciated by the institution that has promised 
to take care of them? 

That’s the current situation confronting the Defense 
Department, which is trying to rein in skyrocketing personnel 
costs without “breaking faith” with millions of active-duty 
members and retirees on pay and benefits. The Pentagon also 
has to be careful not to alienate potential recruits to an all-
volunteer force by making military compensation less 
attractive. The department, at least at the rhetorical level, 
understands that challenge. “When you ask young men and 
women to deploy three to five times, we do take on an 
obligation to take care of them,” Army Gen. Martin Dempsey, 
chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, said at the National 

Press Club breakfast Government Executive hosted in June. 
“The fabric that holds the institution is trust.” 

That trust is shaky right now. The same survey that Blue 
Star Families conducted showed that potential changes to 
pensions, pay and other benefits rank at the top of issues 
weighing on military families. Thirty-one percent of 
respondents listed retirement benefit changes as their No. 1 
concern while 20 percent ranked pay and benefits issues in 
general as their biggest worry. A lot of the anxiety is being 
driven by proposals from various think tanks and the 
Pentagon’s own Defense Business Board to restructure the 
pension system, which currently favors those who have served 
20 years or more, and increase the amount retirees pay for 
their health care. The health care fees for military retirees and 
their families, which have stayed relatively flat since 1995, are 
a particular point of contention for critics. Winslow T. 
Wheeler, director of the Straus Military Reform Project at the 
Center for Defense Information, called TRICARE—the health 
care system that covers 9.6 million active-duty service 
members, reservists, retirees and their dependents—the “most 
extravagant government health care program in the country,” 
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in a 2011 column titled “Defense Budget Reform or 
Hysteria?” 

Determining a fair price for sacrifice, especially at a time 
of high unemployment, when troops are returning from Iraq 
and Afghanistan and budgets are shrinking governmentwide, 
is like walking a tightrope blindfolded. Missteps are a constant 
threat and the end is never in sight. Service members and their 
families understand the pressure to corral spending. But like 
their civilian counterparts in government, they don’t want to 
be the poster children for belt-tightening. 

“To a certain extent, it’s a generous compensation 
package, but it is a difficult job,” says AnnaMaria White, 
director of public relations at Blue Star Families, whose 
husband serves in the Marine Corps. “How many times does a 
postman get shot at? How many nights does he not get to 
spend with his family?” 

Guns And Butter 
There are three major components to military 

compensation: pay, health care and retirement benefits. In that 
sense, it’s similar to many pay and benefits packages 
elsewhere in government and in the private sector. But that’s 
where the similarities end. Take pay, for example. The 
military has more than 70 types of pay and allowances for 
service members. A typical active-duty service member 
receives basic pay, housing and food allowances, an annual 
pay increase and some tax breaks. Service members also are 
eligible for combat pay or other kinds of incentive pay based 
on their specific jobs and any special skills, such as 
proficiency in a foreign language. Defense annually spends 
about $107 billion on salaries and allowances, which does not 
include health care costs or retirement benefits. Those 
expenses tack on another $75 billion or so each year. All told, 
military compensation eats up about one-third of the 
department’s budget. 

According to the Pentagon, personnel costs have grown 
so fast over the past decade that they are up almost 90 percent 
since fiscal 2001. During that same period, active-duty troop 
levels grew by less than 3 percent. The size of the active-duty 
force grew in the years following the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist 
attacks, but has remained constant during the last half of the 
decade. 

There are several reasons the Pentagon’s personnel costs 
have ballooned. The stable economy in the late 1990s 
prompted Congress to enact large military pay raises to help 
the Pentagon continue to recruit an all-volunteer force and to 
adjust for a significant pay gap at the time between the 
military and the private sector. That gap closed in 2010, and 
subsequent pay increases have been set equal to the 
Employment Cost Index. Service members are on track to 
receive a 1.7 percent pay raise in 2013, the figure the Obama 
administration recommended. 

“Our members are now paid equal to or better than the 
majority of their civilian counterparts,” Defense spokeswoman 
Eileen Lainez said in an email to Government Executive. The 
Pentagon’s latest review of military compensation released in 
June agreed, finding that service members typically earned 
more by 2009 than most private sector workers of similar age 
and education. The administration has proposed limiting 
annual military pay increases beginning in fiscal 2015, saying 
it will save the department $16.5 billion over five years. 

Reining in pay, however, is relatively simple and 
somewhat less controversial compared with increasing the 
amount retirees pay for their health care or restructuring the 
retirement benefits for career service members. Health care 
and retirement benefits together cost the Pentagon less in 
actual dollars today than pay, but much more in political 
capital and good will among troops, retirees and their families. 
The House this spring shot down the administration’s 
recommendations to raise health care premiums for military 
retirees based on their retirement pay, in addition to other fee 
hikes. The Senate is on track to follow suit. Until 2011, 
TRICARE enrollment fees for military retirees younger than 
65 had remained the same since 1995. 

“If we keep paying for all this health care, there isn’t 
going to be any left over to pay for weapons,” says Lawrence 
Korb, former assistant Defense secretary during the Reagan 
administration, military retiree, and senior fellow at the Center 
for American Progress. 

As of Oct. 1, retirees enrolled in TRICARE Prime will 
pay $39 to $79 more than they currently do in annual 
enrollment fees. Those enrolled after Oct. 1, 2011— 
considered new enrollees—already are paying the higher rates. 

Making The Case 
The Pentagon’s overview of its fiscal 2013 budget request 

contains an analysis of its personnel costs. The section is 
called “Taking Care of People,” and the wording is very 
cautious, cognizant of the political minefield any discussion of 
changes to pay and benefits creates. 

The only significant proposal affecting military pay and 
benefits that the administration has pushed so far relates to 
TRICARE. The recommendations, called “outlandish” by 
retired Vice Adm. Norb Ryan Jr., president of the Military 
Officers Association of America, would increase fees for 
retirees in the family plan over the next five years, with those 
in the upper-income bracket seeing the biggest hike. For 
example, some enrollees could see their annual fee jump from 
$520 in fiscal 2012 to $2,048 in fiscal 2017, depending on 
their income. The administration also supports raising some 
enrollment fees and prescription drug co-pays. 

Ryan says his organization agrees with some modest 
increases to health care costs for enrollees, but calls the 
Defense proposal unfair. “When you try to triple these fees, 
you are basically breaking your promise to these [people]. 
Retirees pay their fees up front in decades of service and 
sacrifice,” he notes. 

Most lawmakers agree with Ryan, at least politically if 
not in principle. Congress is loath to make any radical changes 
to military pay and benefits. The fiscal 2013 Defense 
authorization bills include some modest hikes to drug co-pays 
under TRICARE but nothing as far-reaching as the 
administration’s proposals. A bipartisan bill introduced in 
May by Sens. Frank Lautenberg, D-N.J., and Marco Rubio, R-
Fla., would cap certain increases to fees under TRICARE. 

The pushback from Congress and military advocacy 
groups is one reason the Pentagon is rolling out its 
recommendations for compensation reform slowly. It’s 
notable that the administration has not yet come out with any 
recommendations to change retirement benefits. Obama’s 
budget calls for a commission, similar to those that study base 
closure and realignments, to review the retirement system. The 
administration though has not publicly favored any of the 



 32

myriad proposals from think tanks or the Defense Business 
Board regarding retirement reform. 

Korb says he believes Defense Secretary Leon Panetta has 
taken a “good first step” in looking at the problem of rising 
personnel costs from a comprehensive standpoint. But Panetta 
needs to be more candid about the repercussions of 
maintaining the status quo, Korb says. The difference between 
current attempts at reform and those initiated under former 
Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld is telling, and important. 
“This is the first time the [military] chiefs have been on 
board,” says Korb. “When Rumsfeld tried it, he didn’t have a 
lot of support from the chiefs.” 

Pension Tension 
Nowhere is the fine line between advocating for 

compensation reform and protecting the interests of service 
members and retirees more evident than the debate over the 
military pension system. The Defense Business Board, an 
advisory panel of private sector leaders, last summer 
recommended the department phase out its 20-year cliff-
vesting retirement system and replace it with one providing 
some benefits to all service members regardless of their 
tenure. Personnel who serve less than 20 years—about 83 
percent—do not receive a retirement benefit, which some 
believe is unfair given their multiple deployments during the 
wars in Iraq and Afghanistan. Those who do spend a career in 
the military can hit the 20-year mark relatively early, retire 
from service in their 40s or 50s, draw a pension and work 
elsewhere for a while. About 17 percent serve 20 years or 
more in the military. 

“The vast majority of military retirees who elect to leave 
the service in their 30s or 40s go on to have second careers 
while simultaneously receiving military retirement pay and 
generous government health care benefits,” Korb wrote in a 
May report from the Center for American Progress. Korb, 
along with the Defense Business Board and other observers, 
believes the military should transition to a 401(k)-type plan 
that includes government contributions. Other 
recommendations call for modifying the system so retirees 
have to wait until age 60 to receive their pensions. Ryan slams 
some of the proposals to modify the pension system, 
particularly those that would change retirement benefits for 

folks with 20 years or more in the military. “Well, hello, it’s a 
tough life [to spend a career in the military],” he says. “To say 
this retirement system has to change because only 17 percent 
benefit from it is so naïve and cynical. So, to think we need to 
have more people to get out in three, four, six, seven years is 
just foolhardy.” 

The Pentagon has downplayed the Defense Business 
Board’s role in revamping military retirement. During a 
hearing on Capitol Hill last fall, Jo Ann Rooney, principal 
deputy undersecretary of Defense for personnel and readiness, 
sought to tamp down concern over the panel’s proposals on 
changing the retirement system. “The review is designed to be 
deliberate, careful and pragmatic,” Rooney said at the time, 
calling the board’s report “one data point as we look at overall 
compensation.” 

Panetta, for his part, has said repeatedly that those serving 
in the current system would be grandfathered in and he does 
not intend to break faith with service members on the benefits 
promised to them. Still, it’s not clear that message is 
resonating with service members. White says people are very 
concerned about not being sheltered from reforms. “If they are 
changing benefits to people who are already retired, it could 
have a huge impact on them, it could have a lot of negative 
effects.” White, whose husband already has served seven 
years, says he still has time to make a change based on 
retirement considerations if it’s necessary. “If you have 
someone at 18 years, and they spent 18 years banking on that 
pension, I think [eliminating the 20-year cliff vesting] would 
affect them more,” she says. 

Looking Ahead 
Most agree that any changes to military compensation 

will come after the November election. The government is 
facing automatic spending cuts because of Congress’ failure to 
agree on a comprehensive deficit reduction plan. The 
sequester is set to begin in January 2013; if that happens, the 
Pentagon will have to come up with $500 billion or so in 
reductions over the next decade. How will that affect military 
compensation? It’s tough to say, but some believe Obama 
would exempt any cuts affecting the pay and benefits of 
service members, as compensation falls into the mandatory 
spending category. Reform could be a long way off, after all. 
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34. How The Navy Protects America In 2012 
(SOUTHTOWN (IL) STAR 16 AUG 12) ... Vice Admiral Philip Cullom 

America’s Navy is our nation’s front line in peace and 
war; operating on, above and below the sea. Think of the Navy 
as America’s “away team,” deployed around the world, 
defending our nation’s interests, every single day. 

This year marks the bicentennial of the War of 1812 and 
the role of the U.S. Navy in winning that conflict figures 
prominently in nearly every American history book used 
across this great land. Many of the qualities that shaped and 
helped the Navy win 200 years ago still hold true today. 

Water covers about 70 percent of the Earth’s surface. 
Approximately 80 percent of the world’s population lives near 
the sea. About 90 percent of all world trade by volume travels 
by sea. In other words, what happens on the sea matters. It 
matters to our national defense. It matters to world peace. It 
matters to our economy and to the preservation of prosperity. 

The Navy has never been more in demand. The 
president’s national security strategy emphasizes our 
commitment in the Asia-Pacific and Middle East regions — 
maritime areas of the world ideally suited for naval operations 
and in which the Navy maintains a robust presence. 

The Navy is ideally suited for this kind of unsettled world 
because the Navy is fast, agile and by its very nature ready 
because it is operating forward. 

We also can be a global force for good. In a humanitarian 
crisis, the Navy is there to deliver relief supplies and provide 
medical care. 

We also must be mindful about how we power our ships, 
aircraft, and submarines. That’s why the Navy is a leader in 
pursuing our warfighting advantage through innovation in 
energy. This summer, we demonstrated a Green Carrier Strike 
Group powered for several days by alternative energy. 
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The United States is a maritime nation bounded by oceans 
on both sides with maritime highways in between. A strong 
Navy is necessary to preserve the American way of life. This 
requires warfighting Sailors who are highly trained, highly 
motivated and courageous; Sailors who are capable of meeting 
any challenge. It requires the best Sailors in the world — the 
men and women of the U.S. Navy. 

Vice Adm. Philip Cullom is the Navy’s deputy chief of 
naval operations for fleet readiness and logistics. 

Navy Week Gets Under Way In Chicago 
(WLS ABC CHICAGO 16 AUG 12) 
Vice. Adm. Cullom discusses Navy Week on the Morning 

Show. 
View Clip (RT: 3:07) 
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35. This Is Our Time 
(U.S. FLEET FORCES COMMAND BLOG 16 AUG 12) ... Adm. J.C. Harvey, Jr. 

When I started my tenure as a Flag Officer nearly twelve 
years ago (December 2000), it was a very different period for 
our Navy and our nation. USS COLE had been attacked two 
months prior (and would ultimately change the way our Navy 
trains and conducts ATFP), but we were still nine months 
away from one of the most significant events in our nation’s 
history – the 9/11 attacks. 

The attacks on 9/11, and the ensuing wars in Afghanistan 
and Iraq, required our Navy to rapidly adapt and bring new 
capabilities to a new fight in a new environment. 
Consequently, over the last decade we’ve developed new 
Irregular Warfare capabilities, reestablished our Riverine 
forces, and supported the land campaign in every way possible 
(including deploying our Sailors into combat ashore as 
Individual Augmentees alongside their Marine and Army 
counterparts). And we’ve done it all while executing our 
“conventional” missions (SSBN patrols, BMD, Carrier Ops, 
etc.) and developing the next generation of the Navy’s 
warships and aircraft. While our deployments and missions 
over the last decade have been heavily influenced by the wars 
in Afghanistan and Iraq, the fundamental purpose of our Navy 
– to project power and influence from the sea – and our Title 
X responsibilities have not changed. 

As we begin to wind down from the war in Afghanistan 
and continue the strategic rebalance to the Asia-Pacific region, 
we must be ready for a sustained, long-term global effort. This 
renewed focus on the Asia-Pacific does not absolve us of our 
responsibilities in other parts of the world and it certainly does 
not mean our enemies will stop trying to harm us simply 
because we have other work to do. Like it or not, the world is 

(and will continue to be) a volatile and violent place in which 
new threats to our national security emerge every day. And, 
like it or not, our Navy is the answer to these challenges. 
Whether it’s the violence in Syria that threatens the stability of 
the Eastern Med, Iran’s continued march toward developing 
nuclear weapons, or ensuring free and open access to the 
various choke points at sea that are absolutely critical for our 
nation’s commerce, our Navy is on station (24x7) and ready to 
protect our national interests. 

And that’s why we must be ready. All of the initiatives on 
which we’ve worked so hard the past three years – raising the 
bar on our pre-deployment training for our CSGs, ARG-MEUs 
and independent deployers, revitalizing the Navy-Marine 
Corps relationship (and getting back to our core Naval roots!), 
reinvigorating and funding the programs to ensure our ships 
reach expected service life, increasing and improving 
waterfront training, and putting our Sailors back on ships – are 
absolutely critical for our Sailors and ships to meet the 
demands of our future. Because if history is any indication of 
the future, our Navy will be at the forefront of our nation's 
response to these challenges and it will be our Sailors and 
ships that will carry the might and mission of the United States 
forward. I believe we are indeed entering a uniquely Naval-
oriented era. 

While we certainly can’t predict where and when the next 
event will occur, we must be absolutely ready to respond 
because I can assure you we will be called. If you wear our 
uniform today, you must be ready mentally and physically, for 
this is our time…this is your time. 
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36. Japan Must Calmly Assert Its Rights in Territorial Disputes 
(ASAHI SHIMBUN 17 AUG 12) ... Editorial 

Fourteen Hong Kong activists, including five who landed 
on the Senkaku island of Uotsurishima on Aug. 15, have been 
arrested by the Okinawa prefectural police and the Japan 
Coast Guard for violating Japan's immigration control law. 

They ignored repeated warnings to keep out of Japanese 
territorial waters. We implore the Chinese and Hong Kong 
authorities to take steps to prevent a recurrence. 

A few days before, South Korean President Lee Myung-
bak landed on one of the disputed Takeshima islets. Japan also 
has territorial disputes with Russia over four islands off 
Hokkaido. The Japanese government must deal firmly with the 
governments of China, South Korea and Russia. 

The Hong Kong activists said they landed on 
Uotsurishima to assert Chinese sovereignty over this rocky 
outcrop in the East China Sea, but their claim is unreasonable. 

Their arrest by the Japanese law enforcement authorities 
only served to reconfirm Japan's de facto control of the 
Senkaku Islands, where Japanese laws are in force. In a way, 
the activists have put Beijing at a disadvantage in its territorial 
dispute with Japan. 

The Okinawa police and the Japan Coast Guard intend to 
hand over the activists to immigration authorities for 
deportation. This is an appropriate measure, as the activists 
submitted to arrest without putting up physical resistance or 
trying to obstruct people in authority going about their official 
duties. We hope the authorities will continue to practice due 
process. 

The activists are hardcore pro-democracy radicals who 
also challenge the Chinese Communist Party's single-party 
domination. And while they have no direct ties to Beijing, 
they receive funding from pro-Beijing entrepreneurs. 
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The Hong Kong government used to stop activists from 
setting sail, citing such things as illegal modifications of their 
vessel. But it did not stop them this time, and some observers 
claim it acted in response to similar intentions from Beijing. 

However, a group from the Chinese mainland that 
intended to join the Hong Kong group was unable to get hold 
of a vessel, and the Hong Kong activists see Beijing's 
fingerprints on this. 

It is conceivable that Beijing's intention was to defuse 
domestic tension to some extent by turning a blind eye to the 
Hong Kong activists' plan while at the same time reining in 
the mainland group to avoid an excessive souring of ties with 
Tokyo. 

But China is repeatedly sending its patrol vessels to 
waters near the Senkaku Islands. Also, China's growing naval 
presence is a cause for concern. 

Japan needs to calmly prepare itself to protect its territory. 
It must constantly ensure the coast guard is up to the task. 

Japan and China have clashed repeatedly over the 
Senkaku Islands, which are known as the Diaoyu Islands in 
Chinese. China hardened its position, especially after Tokyo 
Governor Shintaro Ishihara announced the metropolitan 
government's plan to buy the privately owned islands. 

No territorial dispute is ever easy to settle, even when one 
party's claim is completely legitimate. So long as both parties 
remain emotional, the situation can only get worse. 

A power shift will occur this autumn in China's top 
leadership. To avoid any undesirable development in such a 
time of transition, Japan must focus on the big picture and 
keep up a dialogue with China. 
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37. Preparing For War With China 
(THE NATIONAL INTEREST 16 AUG 12) ... James Holmes 

For an operational concept that has never been published, 
the U.S. military’s AirSea Battle doctrine has elicited some 
fiery commentary. Or maybe it stokes controversy precisely 
because the armed forces haven’t made it official. Its details 
are subject to speculation. The chief source of information 
about it remains an unclassified, unofficial study published in 
2010 by the Washington-based Center for Strategic and 
Budgetary Assessments. 

The debate over AirSea Battle swirls mostly around 
technology and whether the doctrine is aimed at China. To 
answer the latter question first: Yes, it is about China. It has to 
be. 

This is no prophecy of doom. From a political standpoint, 
war with China is neither inevitable nor all that likely. But 
military people plan against the most formidable capabilities 
they may encounter. And from an operational standpoint, 
China’s People’s Liberation Army (PLA) presents the sternest 
“anti-access” challenge of any prospective antagonist. Either 
strategists, planners and warfighters prepare for the hardest 
case, or the United States must write off important regions or 
options. 

The PLA thus represents the benchmark for U.S. military 
success in maritime Asia, by most accounts today’s crucible of 
great-power competition. Other potential opponents, notably 
the Iranian military, fall into what the Pentagon terms “lesser-
included” challenges. If U.S. forces can pierce the toughest 
anti-access defenses out there—if they can crack the hardest 
nut—the softer defenses erected by weaker opponents will 
prove manageable. 

That focus on anti-access is why AirSea Battle is about 
China—because it’s the gold standard, not because anyone 
expects, let alone wants, war in the Western Pacific. 

The Technology 
Anti-access is a catchy new name for the old concept of 

layered defense. Like all naval officers, I was reared on it. 
Think about air defense. When an aircraft-carrier task force 
goes in harm’s way, commanders dispatch “combat air 
patrols” around the fleet, concentrating along the “threat axis,” 
or direction from which air attack appears most likely. 
Interceptors from the carrier air wing constitute the first, 
outermost line of defense. 

Then come surface-to-air missiles from the fleet’s picket 
ships. If attackers get past the fighter- and missile-engagement 
zones, “point” defenses such as short-range radar-guided 
missiles or gatling guns essay a last-ditch effort. Each 
defensive system engages assailants as they come within 
reach. Multiple engagements translate into multiple chances 
for a kill, improving the fleet’s chances of withstanding the 
assault. A corollary: defenses become denser and denser as an 
adversary closes in. 

The same logic applies to coastal defense but on a grand 
scale. A nation intent on warding off adversaries fields a 
variety of weapons and platforms to strike at sea and aloft. 
These systems have varying ranges and design parameters. 
Tactical aircraft can fly hundreds of miles offshore and fire 
missiles that extend their lethal reach still farther. Missile-
armed patrol boats have small fuel tanks and limited at-sea 
endurance, so they stick relatively close to home. The same 
goes for diesel-electric submarines. 

If anti-access is about mounting layered defenses, AirSea 
Battle is about developing technologies and tactics for 
penetrating them. Thus, in some sense China and America are 
replaying the interwar years. War planning commenced in 
earnest following World War I. Imperial Japan planned to shut 
the U.S. Pacific Fleet out of the waters, skies and landmasses 
within a defense perimeter enclosing the Western Pacific, the 
China seas, Southeast Asia and parts of the Bay of Bengal. 
Not to be outdone, U.S. Navy officers devised and tested out 
war plans for breaching Japanese anti-access measures. 

Weirdly, planners on both sides of the Pacific largely 
agreed on how the coming conflict would unfold. Japan would 
lash out at the U.S.-held Philippines. U.S. leaders would order 
the Pacific Fleet to relieve the islands, confronting the 
Imperial Japanese Navy with a numerical mismatch. Anti-
access, Japanese style, meant forward-deploying warplanes to 
islands along the defense perimeter and submarines to 
adjacent waters. Aerial and undersea attacks would whittle the 
U.S. fleet down as it lumbered westward—evening the odds 
before a decisive battle somewhere in Asian waters. 

Submarines and land-based tactical aircraft remain among 
the panoply of anti-access weaponry. Complementing them 
are missile-armed patrol boats acting as offshore pickets; 
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shore-fired antiship cruise missiles; and antiship ballistic 
missiles with ranges conservatively estimated at over nine 
hundred statute miles. Beijing would expect the PLA Navy 
surface fleet to handle whatever remnants of the U.S. Pacific 
Fleet limped into East Asian waters following repeated aerial 
and subsurface onslaughts. 

The Human Element 
The hardware dimension of the U.S.-China strategic 

competition, however, is inextricable from the all-important 
human dimension. Weapons don’t fight wars, as strategic 
thinkers from U.S. Air Force colonel John Boyd to Chinese 
Communist Party chairman Mao Zedong remind us; people 
who operate weapons do. Both individuals and the big 
institutions they serve have deep-seated worldviews and ideas 
about how to cope with the strategic surroundings. A culture 
that comports with strategic and operational circumstances 
represents an asset. A culture that flouts reality is a huge 
liability. 

So the struggle between AirSea Battle and anti-access is 
about more than developing gee-whiz technologies. A culture 
war is brewing between two great powers with very different 
conceptions of the relationship among land, air and sea power. 
And again, ideas matter. As naval historian Julian S. Corbett 
explains, armaments are “the expression in material of 
strategical and tactical ideas that prevail at any given time.” 
What hardware a nation’s armed forces acquire speaks 
volumes about how strategic leaders think about war—and 
how they may wage it. 

China conceives of land-based forces as intrinsic to sea 
power and has done so at least since the inception of the 
People’s Republic. This composite conception of sea power 
comes as second nature for the PLA. Mao Zedong reportedly 
issued the PLA Navy’s founders three curt instructions: “fly, 
dive, fast!” Commanders, that is, premised maritime defense 
on short-range aircraft flying from airfields ashore, diesel 
submarines diving beneath the waves, and fast patrol boats 
armed with guns and missiles. These were the ancestors of 
today’s ultramodern anti-access force. 

Maoist China viewed sea power as more than the fleet. It 
was an amalgam of seagoing and land-based platforms and 
weaponry. Accordingly, the navy remained close to home 
throughout Mao’s long tenure as CCP chairman. That’s 
markedly different from the U.S. Navy, which kept squadrons 
on foreign station from its earliest history. Forward 
deployment is in American seafarers’ DNA. Think Thomas 
Jefferson and the Barbary Wars. China, by contrast, has not 
forward deployed warships since the Ming Dynasty—and 
even then it did so only intermittently. The ongoing 
counterpiracy deployment off Somalia thus marks a break 
with centuries of historical practice. 

The PLA Navy has remained true to its Maoist history 
even while constructing a blue-water fleet. Coastal defense 
remains the service’s core function, although it has vastly 
expanded its defensive zone. 

If the PLA Navy needs to reinvent its institutional culture 
to operate far from Chinese coasts, the U.S. military faces an 

even stiffer cultural challenge in orienting itself to new 
realities. The post–Cold War U.S. military came to see naval 
power as a supporting arm of land power. The U.S. Navy 
projected power onto distant shores, supporting the army, 
Marines and air force as these sister services prosecuted air 
and ground campaigns in theaters such as Iraq and 
Afghanistan. 

Facing no competitor of the Soviet Navy’s stature, the 
U.S. Navy leadership issued guidance stating that the navy 
could assume it commanded the sea. There was no one to 
contest its mastery. Thus, in the words of the 1992 directive 
"...From the Sea," the service could “afford to de-emphasize 
efforts in some naval warfare areas.” In practice, that meant 
capabilities like antisubmarine warfare and mine 
countermeasures—capabilities critical to surviving and 
prospering in anti-access settings—languished for two 
decades. 

Only now are they being rejuvenated. As the anti-access 
challenge has come into focus, the navy has started scrambling 
to upgrade its weaponry and relearn half-forgotten skills. In all 
likelihood, the air force is in worse straits. Despite Billy 
Mitchell’s early experiments with using air power to defend 
American coasts—remember his famous 1920 sinking of a 
battleship from the air—the modern U.S. Air Force does not 
consider fighting at sea one of its central purposes. The 
services have some way to go before they can put forth the 
cohesive effort AirSea Battle demands. 

Punching The Pillow 
In short, the Asian continental power takes a holistic view 

of sea power, while the power that rules the waves thinks of 
sea power as subsidiary to land power. This cultural inversion 
would favor PLA defenders in a U.S.-China war. After all, 
fighting offshore is familiar terrain for them, whereas U.S. 
leaders long assumed they no longer had to fight for sea 
control. The services must dispel that ingrained assumption. 
The advantage goes to China unless the U.S. Navy and Air 
Force undertake a cultural transformation ahead of time, 
learning to work together in the maritime domain. 

Reinventing military institutions in peacetime invariably 
poses a high-order leadership challenge. It often takes some 
trauma—like defeat—to clear minds. What to do, short of that 
doomsday scenario? 

First, we need an official AirSea Battle concept to jolt the 
services into action and impart direction. Let’s publish one. 
Second, the navy and air force must embrace the concept, 
forging themselves into a joint weapon of sea combat. And 
third, national leaders must hold the services accountable for 
this project. Franklin Roosevelt once compared the U.S. Navy 
to a pillow. Civilian officials could punch it as hard as they 
liked, but it sprang back to the same shape. One suspects the 
U.S. Air Force bureaucracy is the same way. 

Keep punching, Washington. 
James Holmes is an associate professor of strategy at the 

Naval War College. 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Navy Not Ruling Out Restoring SSN To Budget Plans, Mabus Says 
(DEFENSE DAILY 17 FEB 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

The Navy will look for ways to restore a Virginia -class (SSN-774) attack submarine to the five-year procurement plan despite 
this week's budget proposal that removed one of them from the books in fiscal 2014, Navy Secretary Ray Mabus said yesterday. 

 
2. Fleet Size Still In Flux, Says CNO; Service-Wide Review Underway 
(AOL DEFENSE 16 FEB 12) ... Carlo Munoz 

CAPITOL HILL - The new 285-ship fleet the Navy is building to in their fiscal 2013 budget plan may change, pending the results 
of a new service-wide force structure review, the Navy's top officer said today. 

 
3. Navy Announces Destroyers To Be Based In Spain 
(NAVY TIMES 16 FEB 12) 

Crews of four East Coast destroyers may want to brush up on their high-school Spanish. 
 

4. Vice Chief Talks Strategy And Leadership 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 16 FEB 12) ... Naval Postgraduate School Public Affairs 

MONTEREY, Calif. -- The vice chief of naval operations delivered a Secretary of the Navy Guest Lecture (SGL) to students, 
faculty and staff of the Naval Postgraduate School (NPS) Feb. 16 in King Auditorium. 

 
5. MCPON Testifies Before Congress On Qualifty Of Life 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 16 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Thomas L. Rosprim, Office of the Master Chief 
Petty Officer of the Navy 

WASHINGTON -- Master Chief Petty Officer of the Navy (MCPON)(SS/SW) Rick D. West testified before Congress Feb. 16. 
 

CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
6. Meet The U.S. 'Top Guns' With Eyes On Iran 
(CNN 16 FEB 12) ... Frederik Pleitgen 

Aboard the USS Abraham Lincoln -- Lt. Timothy Breen flies missions close to Iranian air space almost every day in his U.S. 
Navy F-18 Hornet, often encountering Iranian military aircraft over the strategic waters of the Strait of Hormuz. 

 
7. Strait Of Hormuz: Iranians, Smugglers And Fireworks 
(MSNBC 16 FEB 12) ... Courtney Kube 

ABOARD THE USS CAPE ST. GEORGE – More than 31,000 ships transit the Strait of Hormuz every year, traveling between 
the Persian Gulf and the North Arabian Sea. Among those are U.S. Navy warships, operating throughout the region to conduct 
exercises and to support the war in Afghanistan. 

 
8. Lincoln Begins Air Missions In Support Of Operation Enduring Freedom 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 16 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Jonathan P. Idle, USS Abraham Lincoln Public 
Affairs 

USS ABRAHAM LINCOLN, At Sea -- The Abraham Lincoln Carrier Strike Group (ALCSG) launched its first combat sorties 
this deployment in support of Operation Enduring Freedom (OEF), Feb. 16. 
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9. NCR 22 Assumes Authority In CENTCOM AOR; Operations Begin 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 16 FEB 12) ... Chief Mass Communication Specialist Jason Carter, Naval Mobile Construction Battalion 7 
Public Affairs 

KANDAHAR AIRFIELD, Afghanistan -- The 30th Naval Construction Regiment (NCR), Task Force Forager, transitioned to the 
22nd NCR, Task Force Stethem, during a transfer of authority (TOA) ceremony Feb. 16, on Kandahar Airfield, Afghanistan. 

 
10. U.S. Navy Conducts Command Post Exercise With Asia-Pacific Partners During Cobra Gold 2012 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 17 FEB 12) ... Commander, Task Force 76 Public Affairs 

UTAPAO, Kingdom of Thailand -- Service members from the Kingdom of Thailand, Republic of Korea, Singapore and U.S. 
based at Utapao Naval Air Base, successfully completed the Command Post Exercise (CPX) portion of Exercise Cobra Gold 2012 
here Feb. 16. 

 
11. U.S. Pacific Fleet Hosts CFMCC Flag Officer Course 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 16 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class David Kolme, U.S. Pacific Fleet Public Affairs 

PEARL HARBOR, Hawaii -- The Naval War College conducted a Combined Force Maritime Component Commander (CFMCC) 
Flag Officer Course at U.S. Pacific Fleet's headquarters in Pearl Harbor, Hawaii Feb. 9-15. 

 
12. Navy Carrier Strike Group Bringing 7,000 Sailors To Oahu 
(HONOLULU STAR-ADVERTISER 17 FEB 12) ... William Cole 

The Arleigh Burke-class guided-missile destroyers USS Kidd, USS Dewey, USS Pinckney, USS Wayne E. Meyer, and the 
Ticonderoga-class guided-missile cruiser USS Mobile Bay are underway in the Pacific Ocean as part of the John C. Stennis Carrier 
Strike Group. 

 

GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
13. West Considers Iran's Offer To Talk 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 17 FEB 12) ... Jay Soloman and Laurence Norman 

A call by Iran for a quick resumption of nuclear negotiations with world powers drew a cautiously receptive response from U.S. 
and European officials on Thursday, opening a potential avenue for reducing the mounting tensions between Tehran and the West. 

 
14. Panetta Reiterates ‘Red Lines’ On Iran 
(WASHINGTON TIMES 16 FEB 12) ... Kristina Wong 

Defense Secretary Leon E. Panetta on Thursday reiterated the Pentagon’s limits for Iran’s nuclear program and the Islamic 
republic’s aggression in the Persian Gulf during a House Appropriations Committee hearing. 

 
15. Al-Qaeda Bid For Role In Syrian Conflict Cited By Panetta As U.S. Concern 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 16 FEB 12) ... Viola Gienger and John Walcott 

U.S. Defense Secretary Leon Panetta expressed concern that al-Qaeda has voiced support for the opposition in Syria, a sign the 
group may be seeking a role in the conflict there. 

 
16. U.S. Military Chief Argues Against Egypt Aid Cut-Off 
(REUTERS 16 FEB 12) ... Phil Stewart 

WASHINGTON - The top U.S. military officer forcefully argued against a cut-off in aid to Egypt on Thursday but acknowledged 
there needed to be "consequences" after a crackdown on U.S. pro-democracy activists that has strained ties between Cairo and 
Washington. 

 
17. Fighters, Radar, Marine Patrols Top Asia's Military Wish-List 
(REUTERS 16 FEB 12) ... Raju Gopalakrishnan 

SINGAPORE -- Singapore hosted military brass from across Asia this week at the region's biggest arms and aerospace bazaar, 
almost 70 years to the day since it fell to Japanese forces sweeping across Southeast Asia during World War Two. 

 
18. Navy Revives 'Ocean-Going' Slogan 
(YONHAP NEWS AENCY (S.KOREA) 17 FEB 12) 

SEOUL -- The Navy has revived the use of its slogan "Ocean-Going Navy," signifying its commitment to strengthening open 
water operational capabilities, a source said Friday. 
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19. Chinese Navy Steps Up Anti-Piracy Training 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 17 FEB 12) 

BEIJING — China's fast-modernizing navy is stepping up training for anti-piracy patrols off the coast of Somalia in a sign of its 
growing long-term commitment to overseas missions. 

 
20. Italian Ship Didn't Follow International Protocol: Navy 
(ECONOMIC TIMES (INDIA) 17 FEB 12) 

KOCHI/NEW DELHI - Italian tanker Enrica Lexie, whose guards killed two Indian fishermen on Wednesday, has been 
sequestered under the watch of the Indian Coast Guard off Kochi and senior police officers went on board the vessel and questioned 
the crew. The case registered late on Thursday does not name anyone in particular. 

 
21. Estimated 3,500 Somalis Working As Pirates, United Nations Says 
(BLOOMBERG BUSINESS WEEK 16 FEB 12) ... Michelle Weise Bockmann 

There are about 3,500 Somali people working as pirates, attacking and hijacking vessels in the Gulf of Aden and the Indian 
Ocean, according to Wayne Miller, an official from the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime. 

 
22. Mistral Warships For Russia To Get Russian Weaponry 
(RIA NOVOSTI 16 FEB 12) 

MOSCOW - The Mistral class amphibious assault ships built in France for the Russian Navy will be equipped with Russian-made 
weaponry, Navy Commander Adm. Vladimir Vysotsky said on Thursday. 

 
23. NATO To Buy U.S.-Made Unmanned Aircraft 
(REUTERS 16 FEB 12) ... Justyna Pawlak 

BRUSSELS - NATO is to buy five U.S.-made unmanned aircraft capable of countering Afghan insurgents, hunting pirates off 
Somalia or monitoring arms embargoes, an alliance official said on Wednesday. 

 

PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
24. Blue Angels Announce Enlisted Opportunities For The 2013 Team 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 15 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Eric Rowley, Blue Angels Public Affairs 

EL CENTRO, Calif. -- The Navy Flight Demonstration Squadron, the Blue Angels, encourage qualified Navy and Marine Corps 
enlisted personnel to apply for the 2013 and follow-on seasons. 

 
25. Blue Angels Seek Officer Applicants 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 15 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Eric Rowley, Blue Angels Public Affairs 

EL CENTRO, Calif. -- U.S. Navy Flight Demonstration Squadron, the Blue Angels, encourages Navy and Marine Corps officers 
to apply for the 2013 team and follow-on seasons. 

 
26. Special Ops Commander Vows Better Life For 66,000 Troops 
(USA TODAY 16 FEB 12) ... Gregg Zoroya 

The commander of America's most elite fighting forces — responding to a groundswell of complaints raised by Navy SEALs, 
Army Special Forces and Marine and Air Force commandos — is promising to improve the quality of their personal lives, suffering in 
the wake of continuous fighting over 10 years. 

 
27. Bill Seeks Limits On For-Profit Schools Funding 
(NAVY TIMES 16 FEB 12) ... Rick Maze 

A group of lawmakers proposes to prevent any school from receiving all of its funding from federal education programs, 
including the GI Bill and military tuition assistance. 

 
28. Montford Point Marine Speaks To Service Members 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 16 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist Seaman Apprentice Chris Brown, Navy Public Affairs 
Support Element, Det. Northwest 

SILVERDALE, Wash. -- Naval Base Kitsap (NBK) Bangor Sailors and Marines listened as one of the nation's first African-
American Marines spoke during a Black History event held at the Bangor Cinema Plus, Feb. 16. 

 
29. Local Sailor Takes Part In Nation’s Largest Amphibious Training Exercise 
(CLEVELAND (TX) ADVOCATE 16 FEB 12) ... S.L. Standifird 

For the Navy son of a Cleveland man, “storming the beach” looked much different than the iconic World War II photos of landing 
craft riding the waves to shore, followed by Marines running out with guns blazing. 
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30. Springfield Native Honored As One Of Navy’s Top Recruiters 
(YANKTON (SD) DAILY PRESS & DAKOTAN 16 FEB 12) ... Randy Dockendorf 

Dennis DeJong has served 21 years in the U.S. Navy, providing humanitarian relief — even delivering a dentist’s chair to a 
village — and serving other missions around the world. 

 
31. Admiral Nominee Rose Through Ranks Despite ‘Illogical Act’ 
(WASHINGTON TIMES 16 FEB 12) ... Rowan Scarborough 

When Lt. j.g. Timothy W. Dorsey fired his fighter jet’s missile at an Air Force reconnaissance plane, nearly killing its two 
aviators and destroying the aircraft during a training exercise, it was hard to imagine then how his Navy career would wind up 25 
years later. 

 
32. Navy Hospital Corpsman Killed In Overseas Training Accident 
Petty Officer 3rd Class Kyler L. Estrada died in Djibouti 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 16 FEB 12) ... Gretel C. Kovach 

A Navy hospital corpsman deployed with a Camp Pendleton Marine unit in Djibouti died in training, the Pentagon announced. 
 

33. Sailor Arrested After Caught Having Sex With 15-Year-Old At Park 
(PORT ORCHARD (WA) INDEPENDENT 16 FEB 12) 

A 21-year-old sailor was arrested on Valentine's Day in South Kitsap Regional Park and charged with having sex with an 
underage girl in his car. 

 
34. Yokosuka Sailor Pleads Guilty To Murdering Infant Daughter 
(STARS AND STRIPES 16 FEB 12) ... Erik Slavin 

YOKOSUKA NAVAL BASE, Japan — A USS Fitzgerald Sailor pleaded guilty to murder for killing his infant daughter with 
“karate chop-like blows,” and was sentenced Thursday to 15 years in prison. 

 

FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
35. Navy Leaders Want A More Flexible Fleet 
(NATIONAL DEFENSE MAGAZINE MARCH 2012) ... Eric Beidel 

After fighting two land wars for a decade, the military is putting an emphasis back on the sea and is shifting its focus to the Asia-
Pacific region and to a more maritime-weighted mission in the Middle East. 

 
36. Amphibious Readiness Group Seen As A Boon To Ship Repair Industry 
The news helps offset disappointment over the failed bid for a nuclear aircraft. 
(FLORDIA TIMES-UNION 17 FEB 12) ... Drew Dixon 

Sure, there were plenty of residents and businesses disappointed to hear that a nuclear aircraft carrier will likely not be coming to 
Mayport Naval Station. 

 
37. USNS Comfort’s Move From Baltimore To Norfolk To Save Navy Time & Money 
(WJZ CBS BALTIMORE 16 FEB 12) ... Alex DeMetrick 

BALTIMORE– Our loss, the Navy’s gain. New information on why the Navy is moving the hospital ship USNS Comfort from 
Baltimore to Norfolk, Va. 

 
38. Analyst Projects 30 Percent Drop in Defense Spending 
(NATIONAL DEFENSE 16 FEB 12) ... Sandra Erwin 

The Obama administration’s military strategy is predicated on avoiding wars like Iraq and Afghanistan. Beyond that, it says little 
about how the U.S. armed services should size forces and make investments for a future of shrinking budgets. 

 
39. Aircraft Carrier's Rising Cost Prompts Lawmakers To Seek Audit 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 17 FEB 12) ... Tony Capaccio 

Leaders of the Senate Armed Services Committee asked Congress’s auditing agency to investigate the rising cost of the aircraft 
carrier USS Gerald R. Ford, the Navy’s most expensive warship. 

 
40. U.S. Can Safely Take Deeper Nuclear Arms Cuts, Senior Defense Official Says 
(GLOBAL SECURITY NEWSWIRE 16 FEB 12) ... Elaine M. Grossman 

A top Defense Department official on Wednesday said a fresh round of reductions in strategic nuclear weapons could be done 
without harming U.S. security, though the Pentagon has not yet offered President Obama a recommendation on the matter. 
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41. Get The Manned Out Of Unmanned, Northrop Exec. Says 
(DEFENSE DAILY 16 FEB 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

Reducing the manpower required to operate drones is critical for making them more affordable and appealing to the Pentagon at a 
time when budgets are being cut, a senior Northrop Grumman executive said yesterday. 

 
42. GE To Continue Work On Next-Gen Military Engines 
(REUTERS 16 FEB 12) ... Andrea Shalal-Esa 

WASHINGTON - General Electric Co says it is willing to shoulder more of the cost of developing next-generation engines and 
fuel-saving upgrades for fighter planes, helicopters and warships as U.S. defense spending declines. 

 

BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
43. Hampton Roads Officials Applaud Defense Plans 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 16 FEB 12) ... Bill Bartel 

WASHINGTON - Members of Hampton Roads' congressional delegation generally were pleased with parts of the Obama 
administration's defense budget proposal that focus on continued funding for shipbuilding and ship repair and keeping intact the 
Norfolk-based fleet of five aircraft carriers. 

 
44. Pearl Harbor Naval Shipyard Energy Saving Projects 
(KHON FOX HONOLULU 16 FEB 12) 

Pearl Harbor Naval Shipyard Production Facilities and Equipment Manager, Stephen Sasaki, shares Pearl Harbor Naval 
Shipyard's energy-saving projects. 

 
45. Goose Creek Nuclear School Plans Expansion 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 16 FEB 12) 

GOOSE CREEK, S.C. — The nuclear power training school at the Naval Weapons Station in Goose Creek is expanding. 
 

46. Marines Still Need Live Fire Training Range 
(KUAM NEWS (GUAM) 16 FEB 12) ... Sabrina Salas Matanane 

GUAM - Navy and Marine Corps leaders appeared before the House Armed Services Committee testifying on their proposed 
budget for Fiscal Year 2013. And Guam Delegate Madeleine Bordallo once again questioned military leaders on the status of the 
military buildup for the territory. During today's hearing Commandant of Marine Corps General James Amos testified that it is critical 
to have Marines stationed on Guam to maintain a forward presence in the Asia-Pacific region. 

 
47. Okinawa Gov. To Declare Base Relocation 'Impossible' In Opinion 
(KYODO NEWS 17 FEB 12) 

NAHA - Okinawa Gov. Hirokazu Nakaima will describe as "virtually impossible" the planned construction of a new airfield for 
the U.S. Marine Corps in a coastal area of the prefecture, in his opinion soon to be submitted to the Defense Ministry, local 
government sources said Thursday. 

 

NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
48. Pentagon Not Planning For More Budget Cuts: Panetta 
(REUTERS 16 FEB 12) ... David Alexander 

WASHINGTON - Defense Secretary Leon Panetta told lawmakers on Thursday the Pentagon - a department that prides itself on 
being ready for everything from war to natural disaster - had no plan at all for dealing with the real threat of another $50 billion in 
budget cuts next year. 

 
49. DoD Budget Cuts Carry Risks, Intel Chiefs Warn 
(NAVY TIMES 16 FEB 12) ... Rick Maze 

Intelligence officials underscored the risks that go with smaller defense budgets in testimony Thursday before the Senate Armed 
Services Committee. 

 
50. Former Bonhomme Richard Sailor Visits BHR After 50 Years 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 16 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Jacob D. Wiley, USS Bonhomme Richard Public 
Affairs 

PACIFIC OCEAN -- As USS Bonhomme Richard (LHD 6) steams west from San Diego to Pearl Harbor en route to a scheduled 
hull-swap with USS Essex (LHD 2), Sailors onboard may notice a couple of unique passengers. 
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OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
51. Dark Days In Mideast Test U.S. Policy 
(BOSTON GLOBE 17 FEB 12) ... Nicholas Burns 

One year after the Arab revolutions began with so much promise, the trends have turned darkly ominous in the two key countries 
at the heart of the Middle East - Egypt and Syria. At this time last year, many of us hoped we might be witnessing the start of the most 
significant and positive change in the Arab world since the creation of the modern Middle East after the First World War. But events 
are now moving quickly in the opposite direction, highlighting the sharply reduced influence of the United States, until recently the 
most important outside power. Horrific violence in Syria's civil war and a looming showdown between Islamists and the military in 
Egypt point to a Middle East more troubled than stable and more violent than peaceful in the year ahead. 

 
52. This Budget Guts Defense 
(NEW YORK POST 16 FEB 12) ... Peter Brookes 

Tuesday’s Associated Press report that President Obama is considering large cuts in our strategic arsenal is just the latest of this 
week’s grim news about the president’s national-defense plans. 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Navy Not Ruling Out Restoring SSN To Budget Plans, Mabus Says 
(DEFENSE DAILY 17 FEB 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

The Navy will look for ways to restore a Virginia -class 
(SSN-774) attack submarine to the five-year procurement plan 
despite this week's budget proposal that removed one of them 
from the books in fiscal 2014, Navy Secretary Ray Mabus said 
yesterday. 

"We are exploring ways that we can creatively pull that 
ship back. We cannot now because of budget constraints," 
Mabus told the House Armed Services Committee (HASC) 
three days after the Pentagon unveiled its fiscal 2013 budget 
and five-year defense plan. 

"We would clearly like to have that ship in (20) '14 
instead of moving it to (20)'18," Mabus said during testimony 
alongside Adm. Jonathan Greenert, the chief of naval 
operations, and Gen. James Amos, the commandant of the 
Marine Corps. 

The Navy has proposed taking 16 ships from the five-year 
plan, reducing the number that will go under construction 
from 57 to 41. The service cut the number by pushing some 
ships out of the timeframe and by terminating the Joint High 
Speed Vessel (JHSV), buying only 10 instead of the 
envisioned 23. Two Littoral Combat Ships will also slip out of 
the five year plan, but Mabus emphasized the Navy is sticking 
to plans to build 55 of them. 

The spending plan calls for construction of two SSN-774s 
in fiscal 2013, one in 2014 and two per year through 2017. 

The decision to delay construction on one of the subs was 
"purely" financial as the Pentagon tries to cope with a 
projected reduction of $487 million in defense funds over the 
next decade, Mabus said. 

Mabus said that when the five-year period ends, the size 
of the Navy's fleet will be unchanged from the current level of 
285 ships. He predicted the Navy will reach 300 ships by 
2019, as the LCSs and JHSVs arrive to the fleet. 

Several years ago the Navy set goal of building and 
sustaining a fleet of 313 ships, but the objective could be on 
hold because of the constrained budget environment. 

Mabus said the service is conducting a new strategic 
assessment to determine the number of ships required in light 
of the Obama administration's revised global strategy outlined 
last month that places renewed focus on the Asia-Pacific. 

Rep. Howard "Buck" McKeon (R-Calif.), the HASC 
chairman, criticized the shipbuilding cuts, saying it weakens 
the Navy's ability to counter the anti-access area denial 
environment it will be facing in the Asia-Pacific region. 

"I'm concerned that budget cuts of this significance to our 
Navy and armed forces will increase our risk in this theater," 
McKeon said. 

Also taking a hit from the budget was the next generation 
ballistic missile submarine, SSBN(X), to replace the Ohio 
class. The first two of the 12 Ohio boomers are slated for 
retirement in 2029, when the first SSBN(X) was scheduled for 
delivery. 

The SSBN(X) plans have been pushed back by two years, 
with construction of the first vessel now set to begin in 2021, 
meaning the ballistic missile sub fleet will temporarily drop to 
10, Greenert said, calling the dip acceptable. 

"We see that to be OK. We'll watch very closely," he said. 
He added the two-year delay will have the extra benefit of 
allowing the design to mature. 

In reworking the design, Mabus said the projected cost for 
each ship has lowered from $7 billion to $5 billion, but he 
cautioned that cost will be a burden on the shipbuilding budget 
once SSBN(X) construction begins. 

"When that class is being built, it will clearly have a 
major impact on the rest of our shipbuilding program," he 
said. 

Amos reaffirmed the Marine Corps stated goal of buying 
a total of 360 V-22 Osprey tilt-rotor aircraft, even as 24 were 
pushed into years following the five-year plan. 

"We are still going to buy those V-22s," he said. 

Return to Index 
 

2. Fleet Size Still In Flux, Says CNO; Service-Wide Review Underway 
(AOL DEFENSE 16 FEB 12) ... Carlo Munoz 

CAPITOL HILL - The new 285-ship fleet the Navy is 
building to in their fiscal 2013 budget plan may change, 
pending the results of a new service-wide force structure 
review, the Navy's top officer said today. 

The review, which is expected to wrap up within weeks, 
will outline how many hulls the Navy will need to meet the 
national security requirements in the White House's new 
strategy released earlier this year, Chief of Naval Operations 
Adm. Jonathan Greenert told reporters today. The results of 
that pending review, which will forecast the Navy's 
shipbuilding strategy for the next three decades, could spur 
some shifts in the service's current plan. 

The Navy cut 16 ships, slowed development on its new 
submarine and capped its amphibious fleet at 30 vessels in its 
fiscal '13 budget request. The $13.7 billion set aside for new 
ships in the service's fiscal '13 budget blueprint is over $1.6 
billion less than what the sea service spent on shipbuilding in 

the previous fiscal year. Those near-term cuts will likely 
remain in place as the service's spending plan makes its way 
through Capitol Hill. However, Greenert hinted to reporters 
that some of the long-term proposals in the budget plan -- 
including the 285-ship number -- could change. 

When asked about the service's plan to cap its amphibious 
fleet at 30 ships, Greenert said that limit was one of the many 
force structure issues that were currently under review. 
Specifically on the 30-ship limit, Greenert admitted the 
number could be considered a placeholder until the Navy 
review was complete. Expanding that to the total fleet, he 
noted the right level of Navy vessels could land somewhere 
between the 285 and 300 ships. In his explanation, the CNO 
alluded that the fleet could theoretically go higher than 285 
earlier than 2020. That said, the four-star admiral was equally 
clear in stating the fleet would not rise higher than 300 ships, 
regardless of the study's findings. 
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Defense Secretary Leon Panetta told the Senate Armed 
Services Committee on Tuesday the Navy fleet would top out 
at 285 ships in 2017. By 2020, that number would climb 
slightly to 300 but would still fall short of the service's long-

stated goal of 313 ships, according to Panetta. He reiterated 
that plan to members of the House Appropriations defense 
subcommittee today. 

Return to Index 
 

3. Navy Announces Destroyers To Be Based In Spain 
(NAVY TIMES 16 FEB 12) 

Crews of four East Coast destroyers may want to brush up 
on their high-school Spanish. 

The Ross, Donald Cook and Porter, now based in 
Norfolk, Va., and the Carney, from Mayport, Fla., will be 
forward deployed to Spain by 2015, Navy Secretary Ray 
Mabus announced Thursday. 

“We welcome Spain’s partnership in stationing four U.S. 
Navy Aegis ships at Naval Station Rota,” Mabus said. “We 
have a long history of cooperation between our two countries 
and we have developed significant interoperability between 
our naval forces.” 

Ross and Donald Cook will arrive in Rota in fiscal 2014, 
and Carney and Porter in fiscal 2015. 

In October, Naval Forces Europe spokesman Cmdr. Marc 
Boyd estimated the shift would bring 1,300 sailors and Navy 
civilians and 2,100 dependents to Rota, which would more 
than double the base’s Navy ranks. 

The last time a ship was based in Rota was the summer of 
1979, according to base spokesman Lt. j.g. Jason Fischer. The 
three piers at the base primarily support Navy ships passing 
through on port calls. 

The ships will support the European Phased Adaptive 
Approach for security in the region. 

These ships may not be the only chance for sailors to get a 
European BMD tour. Ground-based radar and interceptor 
installations, known as Aegis Ashore, are planned for 
Romania in 2015 and Poland in 2018. 

Broadcast Clip - Navy Moving 3 Norfolk Ships To 
Spain 

(WAVY NBC NORFOLK 16 FEB 12) Art Kohn 
Norfolk Naval Station is about to lose three ships, but this 

move has nothing to do with budget cuts. 
The three ships leaving Norfolk will head to Rota, Spain 

to beef-up the European Ballistic Missile Defense capabilities. 
The move was announced back in Oct., but the Navy 

released Thursday which Arleigh Burke class guided-missile 
destroyers would be involved. 

Navy spokesman Lt Paul Macapagal said the USS Ross 
and USS Donald Cook will arrive in fiscal year 2014, which is 
between Oct. 1, 2013 and Sept. 30, 2014. 

The USS Porter will move in fiscal year 2015. 
"We welcome Spain's partnership in stationing four U.S. 

Navy Aegis ships at Naval Station Rota," said Secretary of the 
Navy Ray Mabus. "We have a long history of cooperation 
between our two countries and we have developed significant 
interoperability between our naval forces." 

The Mayport, Fla.-based USS Carney will arrive the same 
year as the USS Porter. 

Families of sailors assigned to these vessels will have the 
option of moving to Rota, Spain. Macapagal said the move 
would be covered by the military. 

Macapagal added that these ships are not big, so the move 
will affect less than 300 personnel aboard each ship. 

View Clip (RT: 2:18) 
Broadcast Clip – 3 Norfolk-Based Ships Moving To 

New Home In Spain 
(WVEC ABC NORFOLK 16 FEB 12) Mike Gooding 
View Clip (RT: 1:30) 

Return to Index 
 

4. Vice Chief Talks Strategy And Leadership 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 16 FEB 12) ... Naval Postgraduate School Public Affairs 

MONTEREY, Calif. -- The vice chief of naval operations 
delivered a Secretary of the Navy Guest Lecture (SGL) to 
students, faculty and staff of the Naval Postgraduate School 
(NPS) Feb. 16 in King Auditorium. 

Adm. Mark Ferguson's remarks focused on Navy's role in 
defense strategy and priorities recently announced as part of 
the Fiscal Year 2013 budget submission. He also discussed 
other personnel and readiness topics. 

Held several times throughout the year, SGLs provide 
insights into current and emerging national security priorities 
from the leaders who guide them, and help students and 
faculty link their study, teaching and research efforts to the 
defense needs of the nation. 

"Our strategy places a premium on global presence with a 
rebalance toward Asia-Pacific and the Middle East" said 
Ferguson. "It balances future capability with current 
readiness." 

Ferguson told the audience that while in some cases force 
structure may be reduced, the Navy and Marine Corps will 
remain "agile, flexible, ready, and technologically advanced 

while retaining core Navy-Marine Corps warfighting 
capabilities." 

Emphasizing the Navy's critical role in national security 
and economic prosperity, Ferguson said that the Chief of 
Naval Operations' three tenets of warfighting first, operate 
forward and be ready were the "lenses" that Navy budget 
priorities where focused through. 

Before taking questions from the audience, Ferguson 
discussed what he believes is expected from Navy leaders and 
how they must make a difference daily. 

"Be ready to lead--each of you are empowered to make 
contibutions and commitments to make our Navy a better 
place," he said. "In today's Navy you have to bring your 'A-
game' every day." 

Ferguson is a 1984 graduate from the Naval Postgraduate 
School with a Master of Science Degree in Computer Science, 
and was honored with the university's Distinguished Alumni 
Award in December of 2008 
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In addition to SGL remarks Ferguson and his wife Lauré 
met with U.S. and international Sailors, civilians and families 

from NPS and Naval Support Activity (NSA) Monterey. 

Return to Index 
 

5. MCPON Testifies Before Congress On Qualifty Of Life 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 16 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Thomas L. Rosprim, Office of the Master Chief 
Petty Officer of the Navy 

WASHINGTON -- Master Chief Petty Officer of the 
Navy (MCPON)(SS/SW) Rick D. West testified before 
Congress Feb. 16. 

MCPON appeared before the House Appropriations 
Committee's Subcommittee on Military Construction, 
Veterans Affairs and Related Agencies. 

MCPON, along with the other top enlisted leaders from 
the Marine Corps, Army and Air Force, discussed the current 
status of their respective military branches, focusing 
specifically on quality-of-life programs and initiatives. 

"During the past year, I have traveled extensively around 
the world to visit, listen, learn and speak with Sailors and their 
families," said West. "I have observed, firsthand, their 
tremendous work and sacrifices, and I am constantly amazed 
and truly awed by their outstanding capabilities and resiliency 
as they serve with distinction on ships, squadrons, submarines, 
and ashore." 

Recruiting, retention, force management, and professional 
development of service members were among the topics 
addressed at the hearing. West and his counterparts from the 
other service branches responded to several questions from 
representatives about transition resources in place to assist 
active duty personnel and families affected by force 
reductions. 

"We want to make sure our Sailors have every 
opportunity to succeed in the future," said West. "The Navy 
has lined up a world-class placement consultant to help our 
separating Sailors transition to the civilian sector. They will 
provide coaching, mentorship and guidance to prepare our 
people as much as possible. Additionally, Naval Sea Systems 
Command, one of our largest components, is driving the 
'Shipmates to Workmates' program which pairs Sailors with 
partner organizations for possible employment opportunities." 

Other subjects of discussion included current efforts by 
the armed forces to combat sexual assault and suicide, 
promote resiliency and ensure a high quality of education for 
the children of service members. West emphasized that 
success in these areas, and a commitment to holistic quality-
of-life overall, are main factors in determining how long many 
Sailors will serve. 

"We thank Congress for the historical support of pay and 
benefit increases and quality of life initiatives. Steady gains in 
these areas have allowed us to retain skilled Sailors and 
develop them into the enlisted leaders of the future," said 
West. "We cannot, however, rest on past success. The civilian 
job market searches for the same smart, motivated and 
dedicated people. We must keep pace with pay, allowances, 
housing, support programs and educational opportunities. And 
in this time of war, we must continue to make care a top 
priority for our wounded service members." 

West discussed the value of communication with Sailors 
and families through resources such as Afterdeployment.org, 
Military OneSource, Navy.mil, and various social networking 
sites. 

"Both CNO and I are committed to using social media 
because it is another opportunity to connect with our Sailors 
Navy-wide," said West. "Social media is a great tool in our 
outreach efforts for getting information out in a timely manner 
to our entire Navy family." 

West spoke of the operational tempo of the Navy and 
mentioned the nearly 50,000 Sailors, including more than 
4,000 mobilized Reserve Sailors, and 40 percent of the Navy's 
ships which are underway or deployed globally on any given 
day. 

"America's Navy is defined first by its agile warfighting 
capability ... operating forward and always ready," said West. 
"Our fleet is deterring aggression, protecting sea lanes, 
projecting power and delivering humanitarian assistance 
where needed. Despite fiscal constraints facing our nation, the 
world's oceans and waterways are not getting smaller. We still 
remain engaged in every theater of operation. We have the 
best Navy we have ever fielded and we will continue that 
trend into the future. We will work the challenges and 
accomplish the mission." 

The master chief petty officer of the Navy periodically 
testifies before Congress along with the senior enlisted leaders 
of the other services. This was his fourth appearance before 
the congressional committee. 

Return to Index 
 
 

CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
6. Meet The U.S. 'Top Guns' With Eyes On Iran 
(CNN 16 FEB 12) ... Frederik Pleitgen 

Aboard the USS Abraham Lincoln -- Lt. Timothy Breen 
flies missions close to Iranian air space almost every day in his 
U.S. Navy F-18 Hornet, often encountering Iranian military 
aircraft over the strategic waters of the Strait of Hormuz. 

Breen's squadron, the Blue Blasters, are currently 
stationed aboard the USS Abraham Lincoln, a huge aircraft 
carrier whose presence in the region is testament to the 
escalating tensions between the West and Iran. 

He says in almost all cases, the interaction between U.S. 
and Iranian pilots is professional -- they stay out of each 
other's way. But he also knows, the Abraham Lincoln is here 
to make sure the Iranians don't overstep their boundaries. 

"We have a responsibility to our coalition partners and to 
the world just to help make sure that freedom of navigation is 
going along smoothly and that people can feel safe transiting 
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international waters," Breen said during a recent CNN visit to 
the carrier. 

He is referring to Iran's repeated threats to close the Strait 
of Hormuz as Tehran steps up its defiance in response to 
international sanctions. Any move to block the narrow 
waterway between Iran and Oman could affect 20% of the 
world's oil supply including 90% of Iraq's resurgent oil 
exports. 

"We've heard the rhetoric about them possibly closing the 
Strait of Hormuz and we just remain vigilant as we come 
through," said Rear Admiral Troy Shoemaker, who led a 
carrier strike group that this week escorted the Abraham 
Lincoln as the carrier on its second passage through the Strait 
this year. 

Shoemaker says his crew takes care not to provoke Iran 
through its maneuvering, but at the same is prepared to answer 
any military escalation by Iran's navy. The U.S. believes any 
attempt by Iran to shut down the Hormuz waterway might 
involve missile or sea mine attacks on merchant vessels. 

"It doesn't take many mines to be effective, to have an 
effect," Shoemaker said. "There is a potential to do that and 
we are prepared to monitor it and respond with capabilities 
that are in theater." 

The U.S. Navy says it is ready to counter threats in the 
Persian Gulf. And aboard the Abraham Lincoln, the crew 
works round the clock to ensure the carrier is always capable 
of launching its aircraft. A massive arsenal stores millions of 
pounds of laser and GPS-guided ordnance. Several 
maintenance decks in the ship's hull can conduct almost any 
maintenance required, from electronics to engine repairs. 

A crew of the dozens of people needed to get a plane into 
the air are always on standby. 

Among these, the so-called "shooter" is in charge of 
operations on deck and gives the final go for the fighters to 

take off. Shooters are also responsible for monitoring the 
pressure of the massive steam-powered catapults that propel 
the planes from 0-160 miles an hour in about 2 seconds. Too 
much and the plane could get torn apart, too little and it would 
stall and crash into the water. 

"We can launch four aircraft in about a minute, then we 
takes a few minutes to re load the catapults and get next batch 
of aircraft into position," said Lt. Cmdr. Mike Givens, one of 
the shooters. 

Most crew members don't talk directly about the potential 
Iranian threat in the region and will only say they are prepared 
to deal with anything that comes up. 

The commander of the USS Abraham Lincoln, Capt. John 
D. Alexander, says the vast majority of encounters with the 
Iranian Navy are routine and professional, with ships or planes 
monitoring the carrier or trying to establish radio contact for 
routine queries. 

Nevertheless, Iran's fleet, though old and equipped with 
only small surface vessels and submarines, can pose a danger 
even to a super carrier. 

"They have small boats, they have bigger boats, they have 
submarines, they have pretty much the gambit of things," 
Alexander says. The U.S. Navy speaks of scenarios in which 
Iran could launch sudden, almost insurgent style attacks on 
larger, better-equipped U.S. warships. 

So far, however, that has not happened and there were no 
major incidents during Abraham Lincoln's recent passage 
through the Strait. 

The carrier is now on its way to new mission to support 
NATO forces in Afghanistan, but as international concerns 
over Iran persist, America's presence in the Persian Gulf will 
remain. 

View Clip (RT: 2:22) 
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7. Strait Of Hormuz: Iranians, Smugglers And Fireworks 
(MSNBC 16 FEB 12) ... Courtney Kube 

ABOARD THE USS CAPE ST. GEORGE – More than 
31,000 ships transit the Strait of Hormuz every year, traveling 
between the Persian Gulf and the North Arabian Sea. Among 
those are U.S. Navy warships, operating throughout the region 
to conduct exercises and to support the war in Afghanistan. 

But don’t let the numbers fool you … while transiting the 
Strait is common, it is far from simple – especially as tensions 
with Iran continue to rise. 

Since the Strait of Hormuz is only about 24 miles wide, 
the critical waterway is both contentious and dangerous to 
cross. Countries can claim up to 12 miles off their shores as 
their own territorial water – and since the strait is wedged 
between Iran and Oman, it is a particularly tricky zone. 

Three U.S. Navy ships traveled through the strait together 
on Tuesday: the aircraft carrier USS Abraham Lincoln, the 
destroyer USS Sterett, and the guided-missile cruiser USS 
Cape St. George. NBC News was there and got a first-hand 
look at the careful, deliberate Navy maneuver. 

The transit actually began inside the Persian Gulf, went 
through Oman’s territorial water, traveled through the so-
called "knuckle" (the nickname for the narrowest part of the 
Strait which includes a sharp turn where Oman sticks out), and 
continued in to the Gulf of Oman and the North Arabian Sea. 

At a speed that ranges between 20 and 30 knots, the entire 
route took more than 10 hours to complete. 

Beyond the challenge of navigating the Strait, the recent 
escalation of rhetoric and increasingly tense relationship 
between the U.S. and Iran has brought even more concerns for 
the Navy as they operate in the area. Iran recently threatened 
to close the strait in retaliation for tighter Western sanctions. 

The Iranian Revolutionary Guard Corps Navy operates 
submarines and war ships throughout the Gulf, and they often 
send out small boats to harass U.S. Navy ships. 

These Iranian boats, which the U.S. Navy calls FIACs, 
are just small motorboats with mounted machine guns. Despite 
the fact the U.S. warships literally dwarf these tiny boats, U.S. 
military officials worry that just one of these FIACs loaded 
with explosives could do significant damage to a U.S. aircraft 
carrier. The cruiser and the destroyer provide protection for 
the carrier – they are the muscle. 

On board the USS Cape St. George, Sailors manned their 
stations as early as 2 a.m. to prepare for the day of the transit. 
Gunners took up their positions around the ship. The Cape St. 
George also has a massive missile capability (cruise 
missiles,harpoons, and more), so it was prepared to strike at 
threats both in the air and on the seas, if necessary. 
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Around 7 a.m., one of the ship's helicopters took off from 
the Cape St. George to provide surveillance during the 
mission. The helicopter was loaded with half a dozen Hellfire 
missiles when it took off. 

The USS Sterett took the lead, staying about 2,000 yards 
in front of the aircraft carrier USS Lincoln. Tasked with 
protecting the carrier, the USS Cape St. George stayed about 
2,000 yards behind the Lincoln, ready to react to any threats. 

The first several hours were uneventful. The three ships 
passed several commercial cargo ships along the way. All the 
while U.S. helicopters flew ahead, warning the ships of any 
threats. 

Just as the ships closed in on the most difficult part of the 
transit – the so-called knuckle – a U.S. Predator spotted an 
Iranian F-27. Just minutes later, the Iranian surveillance plane 
flew along the starboard side of the ship. While this is fairly 
routine, as soon as the surveillance plane came in to sight, 
Sailors all across the bridge grabbed binoculars and ran 
outside to catch a glimpse. 

The F-27 flew right by the ships without any incident. 
After the plane disappeared, an Iranian patrol boat 

appeared as just speck on the horizon. 
A Sailor on the bridge of the Cape St. George estimated 

the boat was at least five miles away. "It's heading right for the 
Abe," another Sailor said, referring to the USS Abraham 
Lincoln. 

Suddenly the bridge was buzzing with energy again. 
Some Sailors held binoculars and studied the ship, while 
others picked up phones and radios. U.S. helicopters headed 
toward the boat and radioed information about the craft. 
Suddenly, when the boat was just about two miles away from 
the U.S. ships, it changed course and headed away from the 
carrier. 

Despite the fact the potential threat seemed to be over, the 
bridge continued to buzz and binoculars remained pointed in 
that direction for several minutes after the boat disappeared. 

Aside from the occasional direction to change speed or 
check how far the Cape St. George was behind the Abe, the 

bridge quieted a bit. Minutes passed without incident. A 
minute turned into an hour. The crew ate fruit and pop tarts 
Pop Tarts and drank coffee. 

Then the radio crackled, a phone rang, and someone said 
that six or seven fast boats were heading right for the Abe. 

The tiny boats were tough to see as they went speeding 
along the horizon, disappearing every few seconds when they 
found the bottom of a wave. In fact, the easiest way to keep 
track of the boats was to look for the U.S. helicopters 
overhead. 

Several of the boats sped right in front of the Sterett. One 
Sailor said they cut less than 2,000 yards in front of the 
destroyer. After they made it to the other side of the U.S. 
convoy, one of the boats, lagging behind, tried to cut in 
between the Sterett and the Abe. 

That was a little too close for comfort, so a helicopter 
fired off a flare in the direction of the boat, causing it to turn 
off and away from the carrier. 

The bridge was alive with excitement. Were they Iranian 
boats? Were they Revolutionary Guard? Several minutes 
passed before the captain said they were likely smugglers and 
did not appear to be armed. But just about every Sailor on the 
bridge was smiling at the excitement. 

The transit was nearing the end and the crew seemed to 
take a collective deep breath. About one hour later the ship’s 
Capt. Don Gabrielson, addressed the ship over the PA system, 
congratulating them for a job well done. 

The Sailors returned to their normal duties and began to 
prepare for their next mission, conducting flight operations 
over Afghanistan. They were scheduled to begin flights the 
very next day. 

Despite the fact the transit was safe and somewhat 
uneventful, the Sailors seemed pleased. 

“I got to see fireworks!” one Sailor said, referring to the 
flares and smiling wide. 

View Clip (RT: 2:21) 
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8. Lincoln Begins Air Missions In Support Of Operation Enduring Freedom 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 16 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Jonathan P. Idle, USS Abraham Lincoln Public 
Affairs 

USS ABRAHAM LINCOLN, At Sea -- The Abraham 
Lincoln Carrier Strike Group (ALCSG) launched its first 
combat sorties this deployment in support of Operation 
Enduring Freedom (OEF), Feb. 16. 

The ALCSG, which was last in the U.S. 5th Fleet area of 
responsibility (AOR) in March 2011, is comprised of the most 
effective collection of assets in the Navy, said Capt. David 
Silkey, commander, Carrier Air Wing (CVW) 2. 

"Having been deployed out here twice in a year and a 
half, we've played a huge role in the Navy's persistent 
presence in the AOR over the last couple of years," Silkey 
said. "Another trip out here is just business as usual for our 
guys. U.S. Navy assets have been in this region for more than 
60 years, and we'll be here for decades to come, even long 
after the OEF mission is complete." 

Lt. Troy Teasdale, a pilot assigned to the Bounty Hunters 
of Strike Fighter Squadron (VFA) 2, said the OEF mission 
suits the professionals of CVW 2 quite well. 

"We train our entire careers to properly execute what is 
asked of us," Teasdale said. "All of our aircrew are prepared to 
support coalition forces working hard to ensure security and 
stability throughout the region. We have the best maintenance 
team and aviators in the world to ensure we accomplish this 
demanding mission." 

Rear Adm. Mike Shoemaker, commander, Carrier Strike 
Group (CSG) 9, said the strike group is well-equipped to 
assume the challenges of the OEF mission. 

"The strike group's surface ships and aircraft squadrons 
are all manned, trained and ready," Shoemaker said. "We've 
done the preparation, now it's time to get to work." 

CSG 9 consists of Lincoln, CVW 2, guided-missile 
cruiser USS Cape St. George (CG 71) and embarked 
Destroyer Squadron 9, comprised of guided-missile destroyers 
USS Momsen (DDG 92) and USS Sterett (DDG 104). The 
CVW 2 squadrons are the Bounty Hunters of Strike Fighter 
Squadron (VFA) 2; the Vigilantes of VFA-151; the Kestrels of 
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VFA-137; the Blue Blasters of VFA-34; the Sun Kings of 
Carrier Airborne Early Warning Squadron 116; the Lancers of 
Electronic Attack Squadron 131; the Golden Falcons of 
Helicopter Sea Combat Squadron 12; the Saberhawks of 
Helicopter Maritime Strike Squadron 77; and the Providers of 
Carrier Logistics Support Squadron 30. 

The ALCSG deployed Dec. 7, 2011, and is operating in 
the 5th Fleet AOR conducting maritime security operations, 
theater security cooperation efforts and support missions as 
part of Operation Enduring Freedom. Following deployment, 
Lincoln will change homeports from Everett, Wash., to 
Norfolk, Va., for a periodic refueling complex overhaul. 
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9. NCR 22 Assumes Authority In CENTCOM AOR; Operations Begin 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 16 FEB 12) ... Chief Mass Communication Specialist Jason Carter, Naval Mobile Construction Battalion 7 
Public Affairs 

KANDAHAR AIRFIELD, Afghanistan -- The 30th Naval 
Construction Regiment (NCR), Task Force Forager, 
transitioned to the 22nd NCR, Task Force Stethem, during a 
transfer of authority (TOA) ceremony Feb. 16, on Kandahar 
Airfield, Afghanistan. 

The 30th NCR, from Port Hueneme, Calif., served as the 
command and control element for Task Force Forager, which 
was responsible for construction engineering and engineering 
support in Southern, Southwestern and Western Afghanistan. 

The TOA's officiating officer, U.S. Army Maj. Gen. 
William E. Rapp, deputy commanding general for Support, 
commended the task force for its many successes during its 
six-month deployment. 

"You need to be extremely proud of your 
accomplishments," Rapp said. 

Task Force Forager and 30th NCR Chief Staff Officer, 
U.S. Navy Cmdr. Erik Karlson, said the task force did an 
amazing job supporting the mission in Afghanistan and the 

Afghan people, and thanked all of his subordinate commands 
for their hard work. 

"It has been an absolute honor to have served with you," 
Karlson said. 

Task Force Forager performed numerous engineering 
missions such as water wells, which provided clean water for 
Afghan villages, placed and repaired bridges and partnered 
with Afghan military engineers to aid in the smooth transition 
to Afghan leadership. 

U.S. Navy Capt. Kathryn A. Donovan, Task Force 
Stethem and 22nd NCR Commodore, said her team was 
honored to take over such an important mission from such a 
classy command. 

"We are very excited to work with the coalition and our 
service partners," Donovan said. 

The 22nd NCR, from Gulfport, Miss., was previously 
deployed to Afghanistan from February to August 2010. The 
regiment is made up of approximately 90 U.S. Navy Seabees 
and support staff. 
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10. U.S. Navy Conducts Command Post Exercise With Asia-Pacific Partners During Cobra Gold 2012 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 17 FEB 12) ... Commander, Task Force 76 Public Affairs 

UTAPAO, Kingdom of Thailand -- Service members 
from the Kingdom of Thailand, Republic of Korea, Singapore 
and U.S. based at Utapao Naval Air Base, successfully 
completed the Command Post Exercise (CPX) portion of 
Exercise Cobra Gold 2012 here Feb. 16. 

CPX is based on possible scenarios described under the 
Global Peace Operations Initiative. As participating nations 
worked together to solve complex problems, the CPX 
increased interoperability among the four nations 
participating, an essential part of Exercise Cobra Gold. 

"Exercises like the CPX are essential to building and 
maintaining relationships with our partners in the Asia Pacific 
Region," said Rear Adm. Scott Jones, Commander, U.S. Navy 
Force for Exercise Cobra Gold 2012 and Commander, Task 
Force (CTF) 76. "This multinational naval staff training, along 
with the fleet exercise events, supports our combined ability to 
respond across a range of operations." 

For the exercise, the U.S., Royal Thai, Republic of Korea 
and Singapore staffs formed the Combined Naval Force 
(CNF). Together, the CNF staff planned all aspects for a range 
of realistic operational scenarios. The CNF engaged a variety 
of Naval and Marine Forces, employing over sixty ships and 
submarines along with embarked aircraft through a series of 
amphibious assaults, undersea warfare, and strike operations. 

While the scenarios presented may be notional, CNF 
participants say that it is not about the particulars of the 

simulation but rather training with their counterparts from 
other nations that is important. 

"Training our young staff officers together is essential." 
said Senior Lt. Col. Sam Abey of the Singapore Navy. "In 15-
20 years, these lieutenants today will be the admirals of our 
navies." 

Military service members from each of the nations also 
shared similar thoughts on the benefits of multinational 
training. 

"Even if hypothetical," said Lt. j.g. Tae Hyeong Xavier of 
the Republic of Korea Navy, "what we learn here can be used 
in a real world situation." 

"Exercises like the CPX are good for joining our nations 
together and shows cooperation," said Lt. Cmdr. Saksit 
Tachapong Parcert of the Royal Thai Navy. "There will be 
less problems when we have to work together in actual 
operations." 

Although the CPX is just a simulation, tangible progress 
is made during the seven day long exercise. Challenges such 
as language barriers were quickly overcome and goals were 
soon met with coordinated effort. Sailors from four nations 
working side by side has led to lasting friendships as U.S., 
Royal Thai, Republic of Korea and Singapore counterparts 
shake each other's hands and exchange contact information at 
the conclusion of the simulated operation. 
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11. U.S. Pacific Fleet Hosts CFMCC Flag Officer Course 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 16 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class David Kolme, U.S. Pacific Fleet Public Affairs 

PEARL HARBOR, Hawaii -- The Naval War College 
conducted a Combined Force Maritime Component 
Commander (CFMCC) Flag Officer Course at U.S. Pacific 
Fleet's headquarters in Pearl Harbor, Hawaii Feb. 9-15. 

With 15 nations in attendance, this year marked one of the 
most diverse CFMCCs in recent years. Admirals and senior 
captains from Australia, Bangladesh, Canada, Chile, India, 
Indonesia, Japan, the Republic of Korea, Malaysia, New 
Zealand, the Republic of the Philippines, Singapore, Sri 
Lanka, Thailand and the United States met in Hawaii to 
discuss topics such as command and control, multinational 
operations, information-sharing, piracy and maritime security. 

"The CFMCC course provides a great opportunity for 
partner navies to network and gain a better understanding of 
one another's security challenges and concerns," said Col. 
Timothy Lo, head of Naval Planning for the Republic of 
Singapore navy. "In turn forging such an understanding builds 
trust and confidence, which is an indispensable commodity as 
we work together to address common security challenges." 

Twenty-four executive-level attendees received a series of 
presentations and participated in discussions with senior 
admirals and subject matter experts to develop perspectives 
for the effective employment of maritime forces in a joint, 
coalition or interagency environment. 

Among the U.S, speakers were the commanders of U.S. 
Pacific Command, Pacific Fleet, 3rd Fleet, 7th Fleet, 14th 
Coast Guard District, and deputy commander of Pacific Air 
Forces. 

Previous CFMCC participants from several countries, 
including retired Adm. Arun Prakash of India, retired Vice 
Adm. Yoji Koda of Japan and retired Rear Adm. Bernard 
Miranda of Singapore, returned to Hawaii to share their 
knowledge on the practical use and implementation of lessons 
learned from past conferences. 

CFMCC gives flag-level officers the chance to foster a 
network of international military leaders who can work 
together in support of theater and regional cooperation 
agreements. 

Adm. Cecil Haney, who took over as commander of the 
U.S. Pacific Fleet Jan. 20, spoke to the students about the 
importance and value of the course. 

"CFMCC gives senior naval officers from around the 
Asia/Pacific region a chance to strengthen existing or develop 
new relationships that help create enduring partnerships 
throughout the region," Haney said. "It also helps these 
countries develop effective strategies for working together and 
enhancing stability, trade and prosperity across the Pacific." 

The value of these relations has been proven in recent 
years when the U.S. Navy and other countries have 
participated in exercises and humanitarian missions such as 
Pacific Partnership and during natural disasters such as the 
tsunami and earthquake that struck Japan last year. 

"Time and time again we have seen how these 
partnerships benefit one another during times of crisis and 
forums such as the CFMCC help improve our ability to 
effectively overcome these challenges through a cooperative 
approach," Haney said. 

The course helps improve international cooperation 
through open communication, and mutual respect for each 
other. It also helps creates a comfortable forum for gaining a 
better understanding and appreciation of differing 
perspectives. 

The first CFMCC Course, which focused on U.S. Naval 
Forces Central Command, was held in September 2006 at 
Newport, R.I. Since then CFMCC has expanded to include 
three courses held annually in the European, Middle East and 
Pacific regions. The U.S. Pacific Fleet has hosted CFMCC 
courses each year since 2007. 
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12. Navy Carrier Strike Group Bringing 7,000 Sailors To Oahu 
(HONOLULU STAR-ADVERTISER 17 FEB 12) ... William Cole 

The Arleigh Burke-class guided-missile destroyers USS 
Kidd, USS Dewey, USS Pinckney, USS Wayne E. Meyer, and 
the Ticonderoga-class guided-missile cruiser USS Mobile Bay 
are underway in the Pacific Ocean as part of the John C. 
Stennis Carrier Strike Group. 

About 7,000 Sailors are pulling into Pearl Harbor for 
leave with the John C. Stennis aircraft carrier strike group 
following a more than six-month deployment to the Middle 
East and Western Pacific. 

The Stennis and its air wing, cruiser Mobile Bay and 
destroyers Pinckney, Kidd, Dewey and Wayne E. Meyer are 
stopping in Hawaii en route to their home ports on the West 
Coast, the Navy said. 

The destroyer Wayne E. Meyer arrived today, and the 
other ships come in Friday, officials said. 

The 1,092-foot-long Stennis left Bremerton, Wash., on 
July 25 for a deployment that saw it launch fighter sorties in 
support of ground troops on Afghanistan. It also operated in 
the Persian Gulf. 

The carrier's air wing flew the Navy's final air mission 
over Iraq Dec. 18, effectively ending naval support for 
Operation New Dawn. 

From there the Stennis transited the Strait of Hormuz, 
with Iran issuing a warning "not to return to the Persian Gulf." 

Another carrier, the USS Abraham Lincoln, entered the 
Gulf on Jan. 22 and passed through the Strait of Hormuz 
Tuesday with Iranian gunboats making their presence known. 

"Flying the last Navy air mission in Iraq was a historic 
achievement for all of us," Capt. Dale Horan, commander of 
Carrier Air Wing 9 on Stennis, was quoted in a Navy news 
story as saying. 

"Everyone in this strike group played a part in making 
that happen and it's a part of history we will always share," 
Horan said. 

In January, after transitioning to supporting operations in 
Afghanistan, the Stennis strike group thwarted an attempted 
pirate attack on a Bahamian-flagged cargo vessel, then freed a 
group of Iranian mariners held captive by the same crew of 
suspected pirates, the Navy said. 
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Ships with the Stennis strike group stopped in Port Klang, 
Malaysia, and Jebil Ali, United Arab Emirates. 

In the Western Pacific, the strike group conducted several 
readiness exercises with partner countries in the region and 
also made visits to Singapore and the Philippines. 

The air wing flew 13,389 sorties in support of 
Afghanistan and Iraq missions, the Navy said. 

Early in the deployment, the strike group conducted more 
than 200 hours training in Hawaii waters. 

"The Hawaii Training Range Complex provided realistic 
and challenging training opportunities for our air wing," 
Horan said. 
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13. West Considers Iran's Offer To Talk 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 17 FEB 12) ... Jay Soloman and Laurence Norman 

A call by Iran for a quick resumption of nuclear 
negotiations with world powers drew a cautiously receptive 
response from U.S. and European officials on Thursday, 
opening a potential avenue for reducing the mounting tensions 
between Tehran and the West. 

Iran's chief nuclear negotiator, Saeed Jalili, sent a letter to 
the European Union's foreign-policy chief, Catherine Ashton, 
dated Feb. 14, which requested "to resume our talks…for 
sustainable cooperation" at the "earliest" possible time, 
according to a copy of the letter. 

U.S. and European officials who viewed the letter said it 
was vague and didn't allay serious concerns in Washington 
and Brussels that Tehran would seek to use any new talks to 
buy time to advance its nuclear work and stave off new 
sanctions. 

But these officials also said their governments were 
closely studying Mr. Jalili's position and that they believed 
they needed to further test Iran's willingness to re-engage in 
direct talks after a hiatus of more than a year. 

The officials said Washington and Brussels are holding 
consultations and would need about a week to decide whether 
to set a date and location for new talks. They said they aren't 
interested in conducting new negotiations with Tehran without 
assurances that Mr. Jalili will discuss the nuclear issues. 

Western officials noted that Mr. Jalili didn't lay out any of 
the preconditions, such as a lifting of sanctions that have 
scuttled earlier negotiations. He also mentioned a willingness 
to discuss Iran's nuclear development, which he evaded in past 
correspondence with Ms. Ashton. 

The letter "remains in our eyes ambiguous, but it seems to 
be the start of an opening from [Iranians] who are saying they 
are ready to talk about their nuclear program," French Foreign 
Minister Alain Juppé said. 

The Obama administration didn't publicly respond to the 
letter. A senior U.S. official said Iran appeared to be getting 
closer to convincing the West it is willing to return to direct 
talks. 

In a sign the U.S. wasn't easing pressure on Tehran, the 
U.S. Treasury sanctioned Iran's Ministry of Intelligence on 
Thursday for alleged human-rights abuses, support for terrorist 

groups and for Syria's internal crackdown. Iran acknowledges 
support for some groups the U.S. say are terrorist, such as 
Hezbollah and Hamas, but denies aiding Syria. 

European officials say they believe the Iranians have been 
rattled by mounting sanctions and Israeli military threats—
prompting signs of concession as well as aggression from 
Tehran. 

A series of alleged terrorist bombing incidents this week 
added to concerns about an escalating conflict. On Thursday, 
Thai authorities said they were looking for two suspects, in 
addition to three Iranians now held, on suspicion of plotting to 
bomb Israeli diplomats. 

Thai police said the suspects were planning to use 
magnetic "sticky bombs" similar to devices used in alleged 
plots targeting Israelis this week in India and Georgia. Iran 
denied involvement in the incidents. 

U.S. and European officials said a test for any potential 
new negotiations will be Iran's treatment of inspectors from 
the United Nations nuclear watchdog, the International 
Atomic Energy Agency, who will visit Tehran next week. Iran 
blocked requests this month by the IAEA to visit a suspected 
nuclear site and access scientists and documents, Western 
officials said. 

In the year since international talks last convened, Iran 
has begun enriching uranium to levels significantly closer to 
weapons grade, and the IAEA said it has evidence Tehran is 
developing nuclear-weapons technologies. 

U.S. and European officials said new talks could reduce 
tensions with Tehran. On Thursday, senior Pentagon officials 
notably toned down Washington's rhetoric. Defense Secretary 
Leon Panetta said the U.S. doesn't believe Iran has made the 
decision to produce atomic weapons. And the head of the 
Pentagon's top intelligence unit said he hasn't received signs 
that Iran would strike the U.S. unless it was attacked first. 

"Iran could also attempt to employ terrorist surrogates 
world-wide. However, the agency assesses Iran is unlikely to 
initiate or intentionally provoke a conflict,” Lt. Gen. Ronald 
Burgess, head of the Defense Intelligence Agency, told a 
congressional committee. 
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14. Panetta Reiterates ‘Red Lines’ On Iran 
(WASHINGTON TIMES 16 FEB 12) ... Kristina Wong 

Defense Secretary Leon E. Panetta on Thursday reiterated 
the Pentagon’s limits for Iran’s nuclear program and the 
Islamic republic’s aggression in the Persian Gulf during a 
House Appropriations Committee hearing. 

“We will not allow Iran to develop a nuclear weapon,” 
Mr. Panetta told lawmakers. 
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“Iran needs to take steps to ensure that that does not 
happen, they do not develop that kind of nuclear capability,” 
he added. 

His comments came a day after Iran announced new 
achievements in creating nuclear rods and mastering atomic 
chain reactions. 

Mr. Panetta said that current intelligence does not show 
that Iran has begun to develop a nuclear weapon, but that it 
continues to develop its enrichment capabilities. 

He also said the U.S. would not allow Iran to close the 
Strait of Hormuz, through which one-fifth of the world’s oil is 
transported, and that diplomatic and economic sanctions 
against Iran’s oil sector are having an impact. 

“Iran is increasingly isolated in the world,” the defense 
chief said. “We are open, obviously, to negotiating with them, 
to try to find a diplomatic solution to these issues.” 

However, “we do keep all options on the table in case any 
red lines are crossed,” he said. 
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15. Al-Qaeda Bid For Role In Syrian Conflict Cited By Panetta As U.S. Concern 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 16 FEB 12) ... Viola Gienger and John Walcott 

U.S. Defense Secretary Leon Panetta expressed concern 
that al-Qaeda has voiced support for the opposition in Syria, a 
sign the group may be seeking a role in the conflict there. 

“It does raise concerns for us that al-Qaeda is trying to 
assert a presence there,” Panetta said yesterday in response to 
a question during a briefing at the Pentagon. “The situation 
there has become that much more serious as a result of that.” 

While Panetta said it’s too early to assess whether al- 
Qaeda is intertwined with the Syrian opposition, and if so how 
deeply, another U.S. official said the militant Sunni group is 
sending men, money and weapons to the opponents of Syrian 
President Bashar al-Assad. 

The official, who spoke on the condition of anonymity 
because intelligence on the matter is classified, said yesterday 
there is some evidence that the group’s Iraqi affiliate was 
responsible for recent bombings in Damascus, the Syrian 
capital, and Aleppo, the nation’s largest city. 

Al-Qaeda’s leader, Egyptian Ayman al-Zawahiri, who is 
believed by the U.S. and other governments to be in hiding in 
Pakistan, issued an eight-minute video on Feb. 12 called, 
“Onward. Lions of Syria.” In it, he called on Muslims in 
surrounding countries, including Iraq, to aid the Syrian rebels. 

Turning On Assad 
In doing so, al-Qaeda in Iraq is turning on the Assad 

family of Syria that helped provide the group with arms and 
money after the U.S. invasion of Iraq in 2003. 

While al-Qaeda’s affiliates in Iraq, Yemen and North 
Africa have grown increasingly independent of its diminished 
core leadership in Pakistan, all of them share the late leader 
Osama bin-Laden’s goal of toppling secular Arab rulers such 
as Assad and Iraq’s Saddam Hussein with the goal of opening 
the way for an Islamic caliphate across the Middle East and 
North Africa. 

Al-Qaeda was a spectator to the Arab Spring rebellions in 
Tunisia, Egypt and Libya as well as the largely Shiite uprising 
in Bahrain and the Shiite unrest in Kuwait and Saudi Arabia’s 
Eastern Province. The group’s numbers and power were 
declining even in Iraq’s largely Sunni Anbar province, the 

official said in an interview. It now sees an opportunity to 
reassert itself in Syria, he said. 

Fragmented Opposition 
The fragmented nature of the armed Syrian opposition, 

the growing antipathy of fighters in the streets to exile leaders, 
and the reluctance or inability of Western nations or the 
United Nations to halt the attacks by the Assad regime have 
offered al- Qaeda’s Iraq affiliate an opening, he said. 

The appearance of Iraqis affiliated with al-Qaeda has 
raised fears that terrorists may get their hands on some of the 
Assad regime’s stockpiles of shoulder-fired anti-aircraft 
missiles, other arms and ammunition and even chemical 
weapons, the official said. So far, there is no evidence that has 
happened. 

Syria possesses “tens of thousands” of shoulder-fired 
missiles, Thomas Countryman, assistant secretary of state for 
international security and nonproliferation, told defense 
writers in Washington on Feb. 15. 

“We do wish simply to have the neighbors of Syria do 
some of the same prudential planning that the neighbors of 
Libya are doing” to prevent such weapons finding their way 
across the border, Countryman said. 

Hezbollah In Lebanon 
Stopping the flow of arms out of Syria may be even more 

important than in Libya’s case because of the potential they 
could fall into the hands of the Shiite Islamic Hezbollah 
movement in neighboring Lebanon, according to Matt 
Schroeder, a small-arms expert with the Federation of 
American Scientists in Washington. 

An al-Qaeda presence in Syria also would create the 
potential for a battle between the militant Sunni group and 
Hezbollah, which is considered a terrorist organization by the 
U.S., Israel and others, and which receives much of its support 
through Iran via Assad’s Syria. 

A Feb. 2 report on “Lebanon and the Uprising in Syria” 
by Rebecca A. Hopkins, a Middle East analyst at the 
Congressional Research Service, lists “opportunities for 
suspected al-Qaeda supporters” as a primary concern about the 
Syrian unrest. 
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16. U.S. Military Chief Argues Against Egypt Aid Cut-Off 
(REUTERS 16 FEB 12) ... Phil Stewart 

WASHINGTON - The top U.S. military officer forcefully 
argued against a cut-off in aid to Egypt on Thursday but 
acknowledged there needed to be "consequences" after a 
crackdown on U.S. pro-democracy activists that has strained 
ties between Cairo and Washington. 

Washington has said $1.3 billion in U.S. military aid is at 
risk due to an Egyptian probe into civil society groups that has 
resulted in charges against 43 activists, including 19 
Americans who have been barred from leaving the country. 
Some have taken refuge at the U.S. embassy. 
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But General Martin Dempsey, chairman of the U.S. 
military's Joint Chiefs of Staff, told Congress that a cut-off in 
aid could backfire by distancing future generations of 
Egyptian military officers from the United States. 

He also noted privileges, including overflight rights, that 
U.S. aid helps ensure. 

"When we use funding to separate ourselves from prior 
partners, nothing good comes of it," Dempsey told the House 
of Representatives Appropriations Committee, which helps 
hold the nation's purse-strings. 

"There have to be some consequences for the choices 
they've made, I fully agree with that," said Dempsey, without 
specifying what those consequences might be. 

"But you know, we do have a very close partnership with 
them ... they grant us great overflight rights, they grant us 
priority passage through the Suez Canal. I mean, we get things 
for our aid that truly we need." 

In Cairo, the Muslim Brotherhood, which has emerged as 
the major political force since Hosni Mubarak was ousted 
from power a year ago, warned that Egypt may review its 
1979 peace deal with Israel if U.S. aid is cut, a move that 
could undermine a cornerstone of Washington's Middle East 
policy. 

Under the conditions written into the fiscal 2012 spending 
bill that Congress passed in December, Secretary of State 

Hillary Clinton must certify that Egypt's military-led 
authorities are meeting benchmarks toward democratic reform. 

Clinton has not yet made that certification for the fiscal 
year, which began last October and ends on September 1. 

Some lawmakers have pointed to those conditions as they 
voice alarm over the investigation of American pro-democracy 
activists, who face the prospect of imprisonment, according to 
separate testimony by the leaders of U.S. democracy-building 
organizations whose staff have been charged in Egypt. 

The charges include allegations that the activists were 
working for organizations not legally registered in Egypt. The 
groups say they have long sought to register there. 

They are also alleged to have broken the law by accepting 
foreign funds - grant money from the U.S. government - 
without Egyptian government approval. 

Dempsey, who traveled to Egypt earlier this month, said 
despite everything military ties with Egypt remained strong. 

The U.S. military has credited its strong ties with Egypt's 
military as one of the factors helping advance a democratic 
transition there after Mubarak's ousting. 

"Cutting off aid, and therefore cutting off from them, 
means that the next generation won't have that benefit (of 
close ties with the U.S. military). And I don't know where that 
takes us, to tell you the truth," Dempsey said. 
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17. Fighters, Radar, Marine Patrols Top Asia's Military Wish-List 
(REUTERS 16 FEB 12) ... Raju Gopalakrishnan 

SINGAPORE -- Singapore hosted military brass from 
across Asia this week at the region's biggest arms and 
aerospace bazaar, almost 70 years to the day since it fell to 
Japanese forces sweeping across Southeast Asia during World 
War Two. 

Japan has since become allied with most other Asian 
nations. It is now China which is the behemoth others are 
eyeing with unease. 

And bigger defense budgets, means sales of fighters, 
weapons and other tools of death and destruction are higher 
than ever before. 

At the Singapore Airshow, salesmen in business suits 
escorted visitors in the sweltering heat to mock-ups of the 
world's most advanced jet fighters, helicopters and transport 
aircraft parked on a tarmac. Nearby, inside a vast air-
conditioned hangar, state-of-the-art radar and surveillance 
equipment were exhibited and deals for missile systems were 
being inked. 

Interest is shifting away from ground weapons like tanks 
and guns, analysts said, to jet fighters, maritime patrol aircraft, 
radar and in some cases submarines. 

Asia's mostly littoral nations are less concerned now with 
old neighborhood rivalries, focusing more on the need for 
force projection across seas, analysts said. 

For many, a resurgent China is the main threat. 
"Other than India-Pakistan and the Korean peninsula, the 

contested spaces in Asia are maritime spaces, particularly the 
South China Sea," said Andrew Davies, a program director at 
the Australian Strategic Policy Institute. 

"The vulnerabilities that countries feel are often maritime 
as well because of the dependence on energy supplies being 
shipped in by sea. 

China's aggressive pursuit of claims to islands in the 
South China Sea is causing much concern in the region. 
Taiwan, Malaysia, the Philippines, Vietnam and Brunei also 
have claims and the row is seen as the biggest security threat 
in Asia. 

According to IHS Jane's DS Forecasts, East Asia's 
spending on military aircraft will soar to $24.3 billion in 2015 
from $15.9 billion this year. Expenditure on ground forces and 
traditional land weapons will grow only to $13.1 billion from 
$11.2 billion. 

Expenditure on navies will be mostly flat at $12 billion, 
although spending on submarines will jump to $3.1 billion 
from $2.5 billion. 

The forecast includes China, Japan, the Koreas and the 
Southeast Asian nations. 

Within three years, China's defense expenditure would 
exceed the combined spending of all other major countries in 
Asia, according to IHS Jane's. 

While all major Asian nations are forecast to increase 
spending on defense, China's military budget will double to 
$238.20 billion by 2015 from $119.80 billion last year, 
growing about 18.75 percent per annum. 

That pales in comparison to the proposed base U.S. 
defense budget of $525.40 billion for 2013, but the United 
States is cutting back, and the latest figure is about $5.1 billion 
less than approved in 2012. 

Analysts, however, say the surge in military expenditure 
is not an arms race, because most countries are spending less 
on defense as a proportion of GDP. But economic growth is 
strong across much of the region, and the dollar expenditure 
on defense is definitely on the up. 
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That is good news for Western arms manufacturers, 
among the world's biggest companies, who are reeling from 
shrinking defense budgets and the economic slowdown in the 
West. 

"It is our biggest market right now," said Tim Carey, a 
vice-president at Raytheon Corp, one of the biggest U.S. 
defense contractors, said of the Asia-Pacific. 

Lockheed Martin, the Pentagon's biggest supplier, and 
Boeing's defense division each expect the Asia-Pacific to 
contribute about 40 percent of international revenues. Between 
them, the two companies wholly or partly manufacture 
everything from aircraft, ships, submarines and weapons 
systems to radar, frigates, satellites and space equipment. 

Lockheed Martin, which manufactures the F-35, the 
world's most advanced fighter jet, and Boeing, the maker of 
the F/A-18 Super Hornet, are among those hoping to cash in 
on the region's demand for military aircraft. 

South Korea is likely to award a contract for up to 60 
fighters by mid-year while Malaysia is also looking to buy up 
to 24 aircraft. 

India, which announced earlier this month that France's 
Dassault Aviation was the preferred bidder for 126 fighters, 
could be in the market for additional planes, especially a 
variant that can be used on the aircraft carriers it is planning. 

"Everybody is going to upgrade their air forces," said 
Richard Kirkland, a vice-president at Lockheed Martin. 

"(What countries require is) an increased ability to say I 
want to know what is going on in the sea-lanes. And so 
manned and unmanned reconnaissance platforms and probably 
a growing awareness that undersea threats can pose a problem 
for stability and commerce. 

"Information awareness, the ability to communicate that, 
what is going on the oceans and what is going on undersea, 
that is the trend." 

Lockheed also sees Asia as the place to sell its Aegis 
naval combat systems, sensors and satellite equipment. Boeing 
is looking to hawk its AH-6 helicopter gunships and P8 series 
of maritime patrol aircraft. 

"The maritime environment in the Pacific has everybody's 
attention," said Jeff Kohler, a vice-president at Boeing 
Defense. "There are several countries that have asked the U.S. 
Navy and Boeing for demonstrations of the P8. Given the 
expanse of ocean and ranges, it's an ideal platform to have." 

Carey, the Raytheon executive, said he expected orders 
for 100 new maritime patrol aircraft in the region within the 
next three to five years, compared to about 1,000 in operation 
worldwide currently. 

"To see a 10 percent replacement in the short-term is very 
significant," he said. "In this region, maritime surveillance is 
being actively looked at by almost every government." 

It's not just threat perceptions that are driving weapons 
purchases. 

As Asian nations become more prosperous, they have 
more money to spend on defense, and internal security threats 
begin to dwindle, analysts say. Their vision of themselves 
begins to change, and then, so do their arms purchases. 

"As they start looking outwards and they have more 
money, all of a sudden things like high performance aircraft 

and naval platforms start to become attractive for them," said 
Davies at the Australian Institute. 

"Even in the absence of a regularly identified security 
threat, they will probably be doing that anyway because that's 
what countries do. It's part of being seen to be a successful 
country to have a sophisticated military, I think it's a 
perception that is what successful countries do. 

In Asia, other than China, India is seen as the country to 
watch in defense purchases as it plans to spend $100 billion on 
weapons over the next decade. That is of immediate concern 
to old enemy Pakistan, but also a factor for other countries in 
the region. 

What excites arms manufacturers is that India faces a 
varied landscape of defense needs -- insurgencies, a tense 
border with Pakistan, high-altitude skirmishes in the 
Himalayas, a need for air defense and its intention to have a 
blue-water navy to rival China. 

"There is almost certainly an element of competition 
there," said Davies. 

"China and India are not fans of one another but there's 
also that both countries are going from short-range land-based 
militaries to more strategic forces. 

"India and China both have global naval aspirations, 
nuclear submarines and aircraft carriers." 

India, which plans to put three aircraft carriers into 
operation by 2017, took delivery of its first of six planned 
nuclear submarines earlier this year. China has more than 60 
submarines and commissioned its first carrier last year. 

Elsewhere in Asia, Japan, South Korea and Singapore 
have submarines, and Thailand, Malaysia and Indonesia are 
eyeing purchases. 

China is also seen as a threat in cyber-warfare, 
participants at the airshow said. Indeed, cyber-security is seen 
as a big growth area for defense contractors and in the region 
Japan particularly is seen as spending considerable amounts 
on the sector. 

"Information security, protection of data, is at the 
forefront of every company, and every nation, and we are 
actively involved in helping governments particularly set up 
systems to protect their information technology," said 
Kirkland at Lockheed Martin. 

"The interesting thing about protection of cyber-
information is that there are no boundaries," he added. "If you 
look at the top five or six major things that Lockheed is 
thinking about, information technology and the protection of 
that is significant." 

Ultimately, countries looking to at least militarily match 
China in the region will have to rely on the United States and 
its huge Pacific command. 

"The name of the game for the U.S. is the ability to 
project force," Kirkland said. "The name of the game for some 
of our allies is the ability to share in a joint operation to 
maintain stability and their economic security zone. It's the 
marriage of the capabilities between the nations that will then 
keep the peace." 

That has implications for military equipment, he said. 
"The key is the ability to integrate what you have and 

what I have so that we can operate together." 
Return to Index 
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18. Navy Revives 'Ocean-Going' Slogan 
(YONHAP NEWS AENCY (S.KOREA) 17 FEB 12) 

SEOUL -- The Navy has revived the use of its slogan 
"Ocean-Going Navy," signifying its commitment to 
strengthening open water operational capabilities, a source 
said Friday. 

"The Navy is officially using the term 'Ocean-Going 
Navy,' which hadn't been in use since the sinking of the 
Cheonan," the source said, referring to the deadly North 
Korean torpedoing of the warship in March 2010. "The term 
Korean Ocean-Going Navy has appeared in documents and 
PR materials." 

The source also said the Navy is looking to add more 
Aegis destroyers to its fleet by 2020 and to put its maneuver 
fleets at the center of the Ocean-Going Navy. 

Over the next eight years, a 7,600-ton class KDX-III 
destroyer, a 2,300-ton next-generation convoy and a 5,000-ton 
next-generation landing craft will be added to the Navy, along 
with fast attack craft and submarines. 

The Navy had been using the term 'Ocean-Going' since 
1980 in a show of its commitment to protecting sea lanes and 
executing operations across the deep waters of open seas. But 
it disappeared from the Navy's papers after the Cheonan 
sinking, as critics pointed out that the term implied that the 
Navy had overlooked its coastal defense. 

The Ocean-Going Navy can also refer to a force capable 
of carrying out independent operations in open oceans for an 
extended period. Navies of the U.S., Britain and France are 
described as ocean-going. 
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19. Chinese Navy Steps Up Anti-Piracy Training 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 17 FEB 12) 

BEIJING — China's fast-modernizing navy is stepping up 
training for anti-piracy patrols off the coast of Somalia in a 
sign of its growing long-term commitment to overseas 
missions. 

The first two-week course for 84 leading officers began 
this week at the Naval Command College in the eastern 
Chinese city of Nanjing, the website of the military newspaper 
Liberation Army Daily said Friday. The officers will run drills 
and discuss military theory and experiences from China's 
previous anti-piracy missions, it said. 

China first launched the anti-piracy patrols in December 
2008, joining an international flotilla aiming to protect 
shipping in the Gulf of Aden. More than a dozen separate 
missions have followed, each consisting of two of the navy's 
most sophisticated missile frigates accompanied by a support 
ship. 

The patrols marked a major break with the navy's 
traditional role of protecting China's coastal region, as well as 
Beijing's oft-stated opposition to foreign military interventions 
or overseas bases. 

Along with boosting the navy's blue water capabilities in 
operations and resupply, the patrols appear to have whetted 
Beijing's appetite for even more ambitious missions. 

In recent years, the navy has dispatched ships as far away 
as the Caribbean, and last year sent vessels to the 
Mediterranean to escort ships evacuating Chinese citizens 
from Libya. 

Such moves have been facilitated by a wide-ranging naval 
upgrade fueled by double-digit annual increases in Chinese 
defense spending. Along with new destroyers, submarines and 
naval aircraft, Beijing last year began sea trials on its first 
aircraft carrier, a refurbished model purchased from Ukraine 
more than a decade ago. 

Cooperation with Ukraine and Russia have been at the 
heart of the military upgrade, and the Chinese chief of staff, 
Gen. Chen Bingde, and his deputy, Gen. Ma Xiaotian, met 
separately this week with delegations of top commanders from 
the two countries' militaries. 

Chen was quoted by the Liberation Army Daily as telling 
the commander of Ukraine's navy, Rear Adm. Viktor 
Maksimov, that China hoped to "open up more areas of 
cooperation" with the Ukrainian armed forces. 
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20. Italian Ship Didn't Follow International Protocol: Navy 
(ECONOMIC TIMES (INDIA) 17 FEB 12) 

KOCHI/NEW DELHI - Italian tanker Enrica Lexie, 
whose guards killed two Indian fishermen on Wednesday, has 
been sequestered under the watch of the Indian Coast Guard 
off Kochi and senior police officers went on board the vessel 
and questioned the crew. The case registered late on Thursday 
does not name anyone in particular. 

Italian consul-general Giampaolo Cutillo on Thursday 
met Kochi city police commissioner M R Ajith Kumar. A top 
official of Italian defence ministry will also come to Kochi to 
find an amicable solution to the issue. 

"As per preliminary investigation , six persons out of the 
30 crew were personnel of the Italian navy. Some of the crew 
on board are also Indians. An Italian defence attache will be in 
the city to discuss the matter ," a top police source said. 

Sources said only trained military personnel could fire with 
such accuracy at sea. 

"The naval officers were on board the vessel to guard it 
from pirates. Forensic experts are analysing the two bullets 
recovered from the bodies," officials said. As per the inquest 
report , the bullets were fired from a single weapon. While one 
fisherman died after the bullet hit his face, the other one was 
shot in the chest. 

Defence sources said that there was a proposal among the 
nations to deploy defence personnel on board ships to counter 
piracy, hence the navymen on board the tanker. Naval and 
Coast Guard officials, however, said the Italian ship did not 
seem to have followed the internationally laid-down protocol 
on suspicion of a pirate attack. 
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"First, the ship being waylaid should activate the 
emergency communication plan to report the attack, activate 
the ship security alert system , sound emergency alarm and 
make 'Mayday' calls on the open VHF Channel 16 or Channel 
08," said an official . But no Indian warship patrolling the area 
got such a distress call from Enrica Lexie. Nor did the ship 
take evasive measures. "It prima facie seems the Italian ship, 
instead of first resorting to passive measures, directly engaged 
in active measures by opening fire," he said. 

The Italian ambassador, however, strongly maintained the 
ship had adhered to the international protocol. Earlier in the 
day, the Italian embassy claimed that the Italian navy 
personnel fired warning shots after being allegedly attacked by 
the men on the fishing boat some 28km off the south-west 
coast. 

"Italian navy personnel on board following international 
protocols after repeated warnings and after ascertaining from 
binoculars that the pirates were armed... (they) gradually fired 
some warning shots and the pirates withdrew," the embassy 
statement said. 

Indian officials, however, pointed out that the two Indians 
killed in the incident were "genuine fishermen" and could not 

have been mistaken for pirates since neither were they armed 
to open fire, nor did their boat have any other "piracy 
triggers". 

Moreover, Enrica did not even report the firing incident to 
maritime authorities for almost three hours and was headed for 
UAE/Egypt when intercepted by Indian Coast Guard. Indian 
authorities can legally prosecute the crew if the shooting took 
place within the 12 nautical mile limit of Indian territorial 
waters. 

But it will become a slightly tricky affair if it's established 
that the incident occurred in international waters , in which 
case they may have to face the music in Italian courts. "The 
probe will include where exactly the incident took place. And 
whether the Italian nationals were carrying licensed weapons 
or not. If someone travels within the Indian territorial waters, 
he or she is supposed to take prior licence to carry weapons," 
said an official. 

The incident occurred 28km off Kollam coast around 
4.30pm on Wednesday. Kollam police said the fishermen were 
working on a boat named St Antony, owned by a person from 
Kaliyikkavila, near Thiruvananthapuram . The victims were 
from Kulachal in Tamil Nadu. 
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21. Estimated 3,500 Somalis Working As Pirates, United Nations Says 
(BLOOMBERG BUSINESS WEEK 16 FEB 12) ... Michelle Weise Bockmann 

There are about 3,500 Somali people working as pirates, 
attacking and hijacking vessels in the Gulf of Aden and the 
Indian Ocean, according to Wayne Miller, an official from the 
United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime. 

The number of Somalis who have turned to piracy is 
greater than the 2,000 figure commonly cited in counter-piracy 
campaigns, Miller, who is based in Nairobi, Kenya, said today 
at a conference in London. His estimate was based on talks 
with pirates in Somalia last November, when the end of the 
monsoon season typically sees attacks rise, Miller said. 

“None of them ever heard that if you work as a pirate you 
might die, you might get jailed or you might get maimed,” 
Miller said. “Somalis want help getting rid of what’s 
destroying their country.” 

There are an estimated 1,000 Somalis in custody in about 
20 countries, said Miller, whose job involves visiting African 

jails where pirates are jailed and communities in Somalia. The 
UN office’s counter-piracy program, which began in 2009, 
spans six countries with a mandate to support the detention 
and prosecution of suspects, according to it website. 

Somali pirate attacks rose to a record 237 in 2011, with 
ransoms worth $160 million paid to release 31 hijacked 
vessels, according to a One Earth Future Foundation report 
released last week. 

About 42,450 vessels pass through the region annually, 
the foundation said. Of these, 23,000 transit the Gulf of Aden 
carrying $1 trillion of trade, the U.K. government estimates. 

Piracy cost the shipping industry and governments $6.9 
billion last year, including $2.7 billion in extra fuel to speed 
up through the area and $1.27 billion on military operations, 
according to the foundation. 
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22. Mistral Warships For Russia To Get Russian Weaponry 
(RIA NOVOSTI 16 FEB 12) 

MOSCOW - The Mistral class amphibious assault ships 
built in France for the Russian Navy will be equipped with 
Russian-made weaponry, Navy Commander Adm. Vladimir 
Vysotsky said on Thursday. 

“The main armaments installed on the ships will be 
Russian-made,” Vysotsky said. 

The admiral said that the Mistrals for the Russian Navy 
will be better armed than their French counterparts for staving 
off airborne and submarine threats. 

The Mistral class ships in service with the French Navy 
are armed with two Simbad launchers for Mistral missiles and 
four 12.7 mm M2-HB Browning machine guns. They are 
considered under-equipped for self-defense. 

Vysotsky also mentioned that the Russian Mistrals could 
be armed with missiles equipped with “special Russian-
designed warheads,” although he did not specify the nature of 
these warheads. 

He stressed that Mistral warships will operate as part of 
naval task forces and significantly enhance their combat 
potential. 

Russia and France signed a $1.2-billion contract on two 
French-built Mistral class ships, including the transfer of 
sensitive technology, in June 2011. Two more ships are 
expected to be 80% built in Russia, 20% in France. 

The first Mistral class warship is expected to be put in 
service with the Russian Navy in three years. 

View Interactive Graphic 
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23. NATO To Buy U.S.-Made Unmanned Aircraft 
(REUTERS 16 FEB 12) ... Justyna Pawlak 

BRUSSELS - NATO is to buy five U.S.-made unmanned 
aircraft capable of countering Afghan insurgents, hunting 
pirates off Somalia or monitoring arms embargoes, an alliance 
official said on Wednesday. 

The drones are part of the Alliance Ground Surveillance 
(AGS) project, scheduled to begin operating between 2015 
and 2017. The project reflects NATO efforts to cooperate 
more closely with its member states on defense costs and 
capabilities at a time of financial constraints. 

NATO has said last year’s Libya conflict exposed 
shortcomings in the alliance’s surveillance ability. 

Thirteen allies—Bulgaria, the Czech Republic, Estonia, 
Germany, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Norway, 
Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia and the United States—will 
participate in the procurement of the drones and other 
equipment such as deployable ground stations that will 
support AGS. 

NATO members gave their approval to the project this 
month, after two decades of wrangling over how to share 
funding. 

“The acquisition itself is over 1 billion (euros),” a NATO 
official told reporters, speaking on condition of anonymity. 

The cost will include five Global Hawk drones, produced 
by U.S. firm Northrop Grumman, as well as training and pilot 
costs, he said. Maintenance of the drones and operation costs 
will amount to around 2 billion euros over 20 years. 

Northrop Grumman ISS International is the main 
contractor, while the German arm of EADS, Italy’s Galileo 
Avionica—a unit of Finmeccanica—and the Canadian arm of 
General Dynamics are also involved. 

The drones can fly at 60,000 feet (18 km) and stay aloft 
for more than 24 hours. 

NATO says the uses of the AGS include countering 
attacks by improvised explosive devices in Afghanistan and 
piracy off Somalia, as well as humanitarian operations, 
disaster relief and monitoring arms embargoes. 

The system will have its main base at Sigonella in Italy 
and several associated command-and-control base stations. 

Britain and France will contribute surveillance equipment, 
the official said, instead of a portion of their contribution to 
the financing of the system’s base, infrastructure and 
communications costs, which will be borne by all NATO 
states. 
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PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
24. Blue Angels Announce Enlisted Opportunities For The 2013 Team 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 15 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Eric Rowley, Blue Angels Public Affairs 

EL CENTRO, Calif. -- The Navy Flight Demonstration 
Squadron, the Blue Angels, encourage qualified Navy and 
Marine Corps enlisted personnel to apply for the 2013 and 
follow-on seasons. 

Navy E-5 and above, and outstanding E-4, Sailors from 
multiple aviation platforms are considered for this type-two 
sea duty billet. 

Blue Angels Command Master Chief Yoshimi Core 
explained the Blue Angels team is not locked into selecting 
Sailors solely based on naval enlisted codes (NECs) or F/A-18 
experience. 

However, Marine Corps applicants must be F/A-18 
specific electricians, communication/navigation (COMNAV), 
power plants or air frames. 

The squadron's Enlisted Applications Chief, Senior Chief 
Aviation Electronics Technician Patrick Hosterman, said the 
team has a variety of opportunities available for the following 
rates: aviation machinist's mate (AD), aviation electrician's 
mate (AE), aviation structural mechanic (AM and AME), 
aviation ordnanceman (AO), aviation support equipmentmen 
(AS), aviation electronics technician (AT), aviation 
maintenance administrationman (AZ), aircrew survival 
equipmentman (PR), mass communication specialist (MC), 
logistics specialist (LS), and yeoman (YN). The team is also 
looking for a hospital corpsman (HM) with an 8406 NEC and 
E-7s in aviation maintenance ratings. 

Core explained team members must have a strong work 
ethic, exceptional communication skills, the enthusiasm to 
represent the men and women of the Navy and Marine Corps 

and the desire to uphold the traditions of the Blue Angels 
organization. 

"The Blue Angels Navy and Marine Corps members are 
all about team work," said Core. "Ultimately, you can be the 
best technician in the world but if you do not thrive on 
teamwork you are not the right fit for this team." 

It is common to see Blue Angel HM's, YN's, MC's and 
LS's on the flight line servicing jets. Team members in 
different work centers help other shops with heavier or higher 
priority workloads. Each member adds their skills to the team 
and they are refined in an intense training process. 

"The Blue Angels have a very comprehensive preparation 
period new team members go through," said Hosterman. 

"Prospective chief, limited duty officer and Seamen to 
Admiral candidates benefit from sustained superior 
performance, and selection to the team is just another good 
bullet in their resume," said Core. "The Blue Angels are a 
small sample of the best Sailors and Marines in the fleet." 

Chief Aviation Structural Mechanic (Safety Equipment) 
Brian Williamson, the Blue Angels detailer, says Sailors 
should not be concerned about getting penalized if they do not 
get picked for the team. They will be given one more look in 
Career Management System/Interactive Detailing (CMS/ID) 
before they are considered needs of the Navy. 

"If you are accepted for the team, the exposure you get 
and the military bearing you learn will last the rest of your 
career," said Williamson. 

For more information on how to apply visit the Blue 
Angels' web site: www.blueangels.navy.mil. 
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25. Blue Angels Seek Officer Applicants 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 15 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Eric Rowley, Blue Angels Public Affairs 

EL CENTRO, Calif. -- U.S. Navy Flight Demonstration 
Squadron, the Blue Angels, encourages Navy and Marine 
Corps officers to apply for the 2013 team and follow-on 
seasons. 

The Blue Angels team is seeking two Navy or Marine 
Corps F/A-18 demonstration pilots, a flight surgeon and one 
naval flight officer for the events coordinator position, for the 
2013 and follows-on seasons. The team is also seeking one 
Marine Corps C-130 demonstration pilot, a public affairs 
officer and a maintenance officer for the 2014 and follow-on 
seasons. 

"We are looking for highly motivated career-oriented 
officers who desire an opportunity to represent the finest men 
and women of the United States Navy and Marine Corps," 
said Blue Angels Opposing Solo Pilot Lt. Dave Tickle. 

The opportunity to demonstrate the teamwork and 
dedication of our military to citizens across the country is a 
rare and unique privilege, Tickle added. It is important the 
individuals selected are well rounded and proficient in their 
fields. 

"Applying is easy," Tickle said. "However, once we enter 
the decision-making process we take time to ensure the right 
applicants are selected to uphold the standards of excellence 
found throughout the fleet." 

Once individuals are considered "active applicants," they 
are invited to attend any pre-show briefing during the normal 
show season and attend social functions at the air shows. This 

gives prospective members insight into the overall routine of 
the Blue Angels and allows team members to meet the 
applicants. 

Future Blue Angels must have a strong work ethic, 
exceptional communication skills, the enthusiasm to represent 
the men and women of the Navy and Marine Corps and the 
desire to uphold the traditions of the Blue Angels 
organization. 

"My favorite part about being a part of this team is having 
the opportunity to talk to children at the show sites and see 
their faces light up with enjoyment," said Blue Angels Lead 
Solo Pilot Lt. C.J Simonsen. "Our hope is to inspire them to 
pursue careers in the Navy and Marine Corps and focus their 
studies in math, science and technology." 

Navy and Marine Corps F/A-18 demonstration pilots and 
naval flight officers are required to have a minimum 1,250 
tactical jet hours and be carrier-qualified. Marine Corps C-130 
demonstration pilots are required to have 1,200 flight hours 
and be an aircraft commander. 

"The dedication and teamwork of the Blue Angels is 
absolutely amazing," said Blue Angels Flight Surgeon Lt. 
Cmdr. Jason Smith. "Applicants, if selected, can expect a 
challenging and rewarding experience." 

Officers must be comfortable in dealing with groups and 
individuals while demonstrating professionalism, motivation 
and integrity. 
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26. Special Ops Commander Vows Better Life For 66,000 Troops 
(USA TODAY 16 FEB 12) ... Gregg Zoroya 

The commander of America's most elite fighting forces — 
responding to a groundswell of complaints raised by Navy 
SEALs, Army Special Forces and Marine and Air Force 
commandos — is promising to improve the quality of their 
personal lives, suffering in the wake of continuous fighting 
over 10 years. 

"This pace has robbed you and your families of any sense 
of predictability and 'white space' (free time together)," Adm. 
William McRaven, the head of U.S.Special Operations 
Command, wrote to his 66,000 troops last month after an 
internal "sensing" study of the force last year uncovered 
quality-of-life concerns. 

"I want you to know that I hear you! I am aware of the 
strain placed on you and I am personally committed to 
alleviating the pressure you and your families are dealing with 
in these difficult times," McRaven wrote in an e-mail obtained 
by USA TODAY. 

Commanders of the elite troops report upticks in suicide 
and divorce rates and marriages that exist only in name, with 
commandos too busy at war to go through the process of filing 
papers. "We see a lot of separations short of divorce, people 
too busy to get divorced," McRaven's predecessor, Adm. Eric 
Olson, said last year. 

McRaven — who commanded the raid that killed Osama 
bin Laden last year — told an audience in Washington, D.C., 
last week that he and his wife, Georgeann, are visiting troops 
to hear more about their concerns. 

He acknowledged in a brief interview afterward that a key 
worry is how seasoned troops, rather than staying through 
retirement, are leaving after about 10 years because of the all-
consuming nature of their work. 

The rare concession about strain on this elite force comes 
at a time when the Obama administration intends to rely on 
special operations units even more as the drawdown of overall 
U.S. forces in Afghanistan continues. 

Last week, McRaven said his troops would likely be the 
last to leave Afghanistan. But he added, "I think we can help 
the force from fraying any further and still meet our 
obligations in Afghanistan and around the world." 

Combat tours by special operations troops are typically 
three to seven months long. Although shorter in duration, their 
deployments are far more frequent than for other 
servicemembers, with commandos deploying a dozen or more 
times since 9/11. 

Late last year, the new commander of the Navy SEALs, 
Rear Adm. Sean Pybus, told his troops in an in-house 
publication that mounting pressures on them is his top 
concern. 

"The pressure is real and it's manifesting itself in different 
ways. We're seeing discipline, performance, health and family 
issues negatively affecting our force," Pybus wrote. 

Olson commissioned a special task force led by the 
Special Operations Command chaplain who visited with 7,000 
troops and a thousand spouses in 2011, hearing concerns about 
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stresses on individual troops, their families and their 
marriages. 

The task force, McRaven wrote in his e-mail, "confirmed 
that a decade of continuous combat operations, coupled with 
an insatiable demand for SOF (special operations forces) 
around the globe, have increased the physical and emotional 
stress on our force and families." 

In addition to frequent combat deployments and training 
missions for these troops, their families complained about long 
working days even when they were home, says Jim Lorraine, 
who ran special operations support programs and took part in 
the task force. 

Investigators were told, "Is this the quality of life we 
want?" Lorraine said. "If you're going to keep my pace up and 

my wife's not going to be happy, my family's not going to be 
happy, I'm leaving," he added. 

McRaven said he is developing a comprehensive plan to 
ensure troops have more predictable time with their families. 
He also plans improved counseling and medical, 
psychological and rehabilitative services. He is urging troops 
to seek help when necessary. 

That's difficult, McRaven said last week. "When you have 
a force of A++ personalities who came in because they are 
hard, tough men and women, and now you want them to come 
forward and … expose their fears to you, that's not easy to 
do," he said. 
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27. Bill Seeks Limits On For-Profit Schools Funding 
(NAVY TIMES 16 FEB 12) ... Rick Maze 

A group of lawmakers proposes to prevent any school 
from receiving all of its funding from federal education 
programs, including the GI Bill and military tuition assistance. 

Their goal is to limit some for-profit schools’ practice of 
recruiting service members and veterans to take expensive 
courses of limited value. 

Sen. Tom Carper, D-Del., a Navy veteran and chief 
Senate sponsor the Military and Veterans’ Education 
Protection Act, acknowledged at a Thursday press conference 
that the path ahead could be difficult, but added: “We have 
already accomplished something by introducing the 
legislation,” he said. 

Rep. Jackie Speier, D-Calif., the chief sponsor of the 
House version of the bill, was more upbeat. “We are on a 
mission here, and we are going to deliver,” she said. However, 
she said the for-profit school industry is strong and expected 
to fight. 

A statement on the bill from the Association of Private 
Sector Colleges and Universities is fairly moderate, however. 
The association’s president, Steve Gunderson, said his group 
is working with Congress, the Obama administration and 
veterans’ groups “to find positive and constructive solutions 
that both protect our veterans and their access to educational 
opportunities.” 

The new bill seeks to improve the quality of education at 
for-profit schools by preventing any institution from surviving 
solely on federal aid. It would do this by preventing schools 
from receiving more than 90 percent of tuition from federal 
education programs, including all money from Education 
Department grants, GI Bill and survivors’ education programs 
from the Veterans Affairs Department, and tuition assistance 
from the military services. 

There is such a rule on the books today, but the 90 percent 
cap applies only to programs funded by the Education 

Department, such as Pell Grants. Programs funded by the 
Veterans Affairs and Defense departments, such as the GI Bill 
and tuition assistance, do not count against that cap. 

That allows schools to fill the other 10 percent of their 
student bodies with veterans using the GI Bill or service 
members using tuition assistance — with the federal 
government ultimately paying for the education of every 
student at those schools. 

“I don’t believe in this day and age that any school should 
get 100 percent funding from the federal government,” said 
Carper, who said he believes requiring 10 percent of tuition to 
come from students’ pockets will improve quality by allowing 
the free market to control the product. 

A 90 percent limit on federal funds may not stop some of 
the abuses, however. At a press conference unveiling the bill, 
Rep. Walter Jones, R-N.C., described a recruiter from a for-
profit school who was signing up students at a wounded 
warrior barracks at Camp Lejuene, N.C. — including brain-
injured combat veterans who did not know what they were 
signing or what courses they were supposed to be taking. 

There are military regulations that could have prevented 
the recruiter from getting into the barracks, but the new 
education protection act would not apply any new restrictions 
or punishments for similar behavior. 

Tom Tarantino, deputy policy director for Iraq and 
Afghanistan Veterans of America, said the bill would be 
helpful to veterans, if enacted, not by preventing deceptive 
recruiting but by forcing schools to improve the quality of 
courses in order to get more students to pay their own way. 

“Ultimately for us, this is about jobs,” he said. “We need 
to insure veterans who use the GI Bill to take courses can use 
that education to get a job.” 
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28. Montford Point Marine Speaks To Service Members 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 16 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist Seaman Apprentice Chris Brown, Navy Public Affairs 
Support Element, Det. Northwest 

SILVERDALE, Wash. -- Naval Base Kitsap (NBK) 
Bangor Sailors and Marines listened as one of the nation's first 
African-American Marines spoke during a Black History 
event held at the Bangor Cinema Plus, Feb. 16. 

Former Marine Cpl. Clayton Pitre, a "Montford Point 
Marine" explained how he enlisted in the Marine Corps in 
1942, even with the racial inequalities occurring in the country 
during that time. 
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"Everyone was going over and doing their part, and I felt 
that as soon as I can go out and do my part, the better off I 
would be," said Pitre. 

Pitre, who grew up in Opelousas, La., was able to enlist 
due to Executive Order 8802, issued by President Franklin D. 
Roosevelt on June 25, 1941. This order launched the 
beginning efforts in erasing racial discrimination in the armed 
forces. 

"It was a very trying experience because of the fact that 
we were in a segregated Marine Corps," said Pitre. 

According to the Montford Point Marine Association 
website, about 20,000 African American recruits trained at 
Montford Point Camp during World War II, and it was the 
only boot camp black recruits were authorized to attend until 
July 1948 when President Harry S. Truman issued Executive 
Order 9981, ending segregation. 

Pitre shared memories of his time in the Marine Corps 
with the service members in attendance so they could learn 
from his past experiences, noting that one can't judge the 
future from the past. 

"It's an honor to come here and speak to these service 
members. I am happy to see how far we have come since my 

time in the service," said Pitre. "I feel good because not only 
do you see it in a military role, but you see integrated schools 
and things where the youth are working and playing together 
on a team. They're all trying to win the championship, and 
they're pushing on toward a common goal. And some of these 
things that have troubled the seniors of the past is not a part of 
their life, and that's the beautiful part." 

Sailors and Marines said that listening to Pitre speak was 
motivating and was a great reminder of how the military has 
always been at the forefront of equality. 

"It was a great experience, and it was just reinforcing 
those core values that the Navy and Marine Corps instill in us 
when we're young and we're starting out that carries us 
throughout our life and motivates us to continue to overcome 
obstacles and to do great things in our community and be an 
example to others," said Senior Chief Master-at-Arms 
(EXW/SW) Aurelius Fullilove, attached to Marine Corps 
Security Forces Battalion, Bangor. 

For service members looking to change history like the 
Montford Point Marines, Pitre said "there is very little one can 
do alone, but in unison it will all fall in to place." 
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29. Local Sailor Takes Part In Nation’s Largest Amphibious Training Exercise 
(CLEVELAND (TX) ADVOCATE 16 FEB 12) ... S.L. Standifird 

For the Navy son of a Cleveland man, “storming the 
beach” looked much different than the iconic World War II 
photos of landing craft riding the waves to shore, followed by 
Marines running out with guns blazing. 

An amphibious beach assault today can mean vehicles 
emerging from the sea and moving inland where land 
operations can begin. 

Navy Seaman Michael G. Schultz, son of Leroy Schultz 
of Cleveland, Texas, is a Riverine crewman with Riverine 
Squadron 3, Yorktown, Va., and was one of approximately 
20,000 participating in our nation’s largest amphibious 
training exercise in 10 years, named Exercise Bold Alligator 
2012. 

The exercise recently took place at nine bases along the 
East Coast and illustrated a revitalization of the fundamentals 
and tactics of modern amphibious operations. U.S. Marines, 
Sailors, coastguardsmen, along with allied troops from 
Australia, Canada, France, Germany, Italy, The Netherlands, 
New Zealand, Spain and the United Kingdom participated. 

Schultz’ role was to help his team practice amphibious 
operations, and ensure they are ready if called upon. 

“I am a boat coxswain (pilot) of a Riverine patrol boat in 
support of the largest amphibious assault in the last 10 years,” 
said the 2006 graduate of Caney Creek High School. 

The exercise incorporated 25 ships and more than 120 
aircraft to improve executing maritime strategy; forward 
presence, deterrence, sea control, power projection, maritime 

security, humanitarian assistance and disaster response, along 
with working closely with allies. 

For Schultz, amphibious operations tested here required 
everyone to undergo specialized training before they could 
participate in Bold Alligator. 

“We underwent an intense and rigorous training cycle 
from schools to lots of maritime operations and battle drills,” 
said Schultz, who has been in the Navy for almost two years. 

From the Navy ships offshore, to the Marines patrolling 
the mock villages located inland, the Navy and Marine Corps 
together played a major role in making this exercise as 
realistic as they can. 

For Sailors like Schultz, they provided the additional 
waterway security and maritime combat capabilities necessary 
for the exercise. 

“The importance of this exercise is to bring different 
types of units together from all branches of service to conduct 
a large assault and to be ready to combat any enemy forces to 
protect America and our allies,” said Schultz. 

The skills and tactics refined during Bold Alligator will 
have a place not only among combat operations, but also with 
humanitarian assistance, emergency evacuation, flood and 
earthquake response, tactical recovery of aircraft and 
personnel and counter piracy. 

After 10 years of focusing on ground combat, this is the 
first step for the Navy and Marine Corps team to return to 
their role as “warriors from the sea.” 
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30. Springfield Native Honored As One Of Navy’s Top Recruiters 
(YANKTON (SD) DAILY PRESS & DAKOTAN 16 FEB 12) ... Randy Dockendorf 

Dennis DeJong has served 21 years in the U.S. Navy, 
providing humanitarian relief — even delivering a dentist’s 
chair to a village — and serving other missions around the 
world. 

The Springfield native and Bon Homme High School 
graduate now serves as a recruiter, seeking top-caliber 
candidates. 
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“I enjoyed being stationed in Asia and had such 
tremendous experiences. In particular, the humanitarian 
missions — helping those in greatest need — put a smile on 
my face,” he said. “It’s the big reason that I considered the 
recruiting jobs, simply to give others some of the same 
opportunities that I was handed.” 

In his recruiting work, Chief Aviation Machinist’s Mate 
(ADC) DeJong has distinguished himself as the best of the 
best. For his performance, he has been awarded the Navy’s 
2011 Recruiter of the Year Award for the Nuclear Propulsion 
Officer Candidate Program (NUPOC). 

The Recruiter of the Year award is awarded to sixteen 
individuals out of a pool of more than 5,000 Sailors 
throughout the nation. He was honored this month at a 
Washington ceremony where he met with Secretary of the 
Navy. 

“I strive to do my job and do it well, not for any kind of 
commendation,” DeJong said. “The Navy has the best team 
that I could ever hope to work with, and the Navy and Marine 
Corps team work hand in hand.” 

DeJong serves the Navy Recruiting District (NRD) based 
in Denver. The region includes all or part of Colorado, 
Wyoming, Nebraska, Kansas, Utah, Idaho and Nevada. 

“I feel, most of all, this award really goes out to my team 
of amazing men and women who work alongside me,” he said. 
“I could have never achieved all I have alone, and this award 
is an achievement not only for me, but for the entire Navy 
Recruiting District Denver team.” 

High Standards 
DeJong’s decorated career includes about two dozen 

awards, ribbons, commendations and medals for meritorious 
service, good conduct and service in the Global War On 
Terrorism (GWOT). 

The Recruiter of the Year Award recognizes the most 
accomplished and successful recruiters across the country. 

“It’s my job to seek the finest men and women for 
positions in the U.S. Navy,” DeJong said. “While there are 
hundreds of career fields for recruits to choose from in the 
Navy, I focus on the Nuclear Propulsion field which literally 
challenges me to find the top 1 percent of the top 1 percent.” 

DeJong said he recruits for engineering positions, 
focusing mainly on colleges and their graduates. 

“I rarely look at anything less than a 3.3 (grade point 
average). I look for the best and brightest young men and 
women in the engineering field that have the potential to 
become a fantastic leader,” he said. “When I recruit, I look for 
persons that I would be proud to serve with, who have high 
morals and who have honor and courage.” 

DeJong said he remains inspired by the applicants who 
meet his high recruiting standards. “The people that we are 
finding are phenomenal, and we are finding a real patriotism 
among them,” he said. 

DeJong knows firsthand that sense of patriotism and 
honor, grounded in his South Dakota roots. From a young age, 
he looked up to his grandfather, a World War II veteran, and 
his father, a member of the National Guard. Through their 
example, he was instilled with a strong passion for his country 
and willingness to serve. 

In 1990, DeJong enlisted in the U.S. Navy at Sioux Falls. 
Along with a fascination of aviation and the dream of 

becoming a “Naval Aircrewman,” DeJong found the Navy to 
be a perfect fit — one that would change his life for the better. 

“I have got a lot of Army on both sides of the family. I 
was the first in my family to go Navy,” he said. “I truly admire 
all of the branches of the military service, and it was a 
relatively easy decision of mine to borrow from my family and 
go into the military.” 

Helping Those In Need 
Since enlisting in the Navy, DeJong has visited 22 

different countries throughout the Asian Theater. 
These visits offered more than opportunities to experience 

a different culture. As a helicopter and fixed wing Naval 
Aircrewman, DeJong performed mine countermeasures and 
delivered cargo. He also maintained his aircraft so it was 
always ready for action. 

Citing the Navy’s motto, “A Global Force for Good,” 
DeJong pointed to the delivery of humanitarian and disaster 
relief in the wake of natural disasters in the United States and 
Asia. 

“The humanitarian things, I feel, are one of the things 
about the military in general that are very seldom publicized,” 
he said. “My team delivered thousands of pounds of food for 
relief after earthquakes, tsunamis, fires and mudslides.” 

Sometimes, just reaching the disaster site provided a 
major challenge, he said, noting how mudslides stopped all 
traffic coming in and out of one region. 

After a Thailand tsunami, DeJong’s team flew 
humanitarian personnel into the affected area. 

“These disasters are worse in person,” he said. “The 
media do a great job of explaining what happened. But you 
don’t get a true feeling of the devastation until you see the 
families who are so traumatized, with virtually nothing left 
and nowhere to start with.” 

Not all humanitarian missions involved disaster 
responses, DeJong said. 

“On one occasion, we airlifted a dental chair into the 
village. They’d never seen anything like it or ever had a 
dentist available to them,” he said. “At first, they were 
apprehensive. But after the first few patients went through, the 
line got longer quickly. With this single chair, they now had 
the opportunity to receive dental care and better their village.” 

In 2004, DeJong reported to Commander Fleet Activities 
in Okinawa, Japan. He was assigned as the Air Operations 
Leading Petty Officer and provided aviation support to the 
U.S. Pacific Fleet (PACFLT). 

The U.S. Pacific Fleet, the world’s largest fleet command, 
encompasses 100 million square miles, more than half the 
Earth’s surface, from the West Coast of the United States into 
the Indian Ocean. The Pacific Fleet consists of approximately 
180 ships, nearly 2,000 aircraft and 125,000 Sailors, marines 
and civilians. 

During the next four years he established himself as a 
superb performer and well-rounded leader. Subsequently, he 
was promoted to chief petty officer. 

Senior Navy leaders credit DeJong’s work with building 
strong relations overseas, according to Navy spokesman Dan 
Puleio. 

“Regarding humanitarian relief efforts, (Navy leaders) say 
that we build friendships among the world’s people,” Puleio 
said. “(They believe) the U.S. can ‘surge’ troops, but we can't 
surge ‘trust.’ This must be developed over time.” 
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DeJong’s relief work helped build up a nation in need, 
Puleio said. “Following these humanitarian relief efforts, we 
leave the area or country’s infrastructure better than it had 
been prior to the disaster,” he said. 

Giving Back To Others 
Serving those in need doesn’t end for DeJong when he 

returns from deployment. He has served as a troop leader for 
Cub Scout Pack 104 and has also coached youth baseball, 
soccer and football teams for ages 5 to 15. 

DeJong and his wife, Candice, have been married 17 
years and have two children: Travis, 14, and Ashley, 13. The 
family lived in Okinawa prior to their move to Colorado. 

DeJong said he gives back to his community, wherever he 
lives. 

“Lending a hand in my community has not only changed 
my life,” he said. “I know that passing on the lessons and 
leadership I’ve learned in the Navy, in turn, has changed the 
lives of these young athletes as well.” 

DeJong credits his military service with making him a 
“stronger, more well-rounded person.” 

“My decision to join the Navy has absolutely shaped my 
life,” he said. “The Navy has forged me into the leader I am 
today — from leadership and management skills which are 
invaluable in any profession to community service and an 
overall sense of pride.” 

After retirement from the military, DeJong said he would 
consider humanitarian relief work in the civilian sector. “It’s 
hard to leave it behind, because it’s embedded in you,” he 
said. 

DeJong credits his South Dakota upbringing with his 
success as a recruiter and other roles in the military. 

“I always consider South Dakota my home, even though I 
work all over,” he said. “I’ll always have those values of hard 
work, dedication and loyalty.” 
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31. Admiral Nominee Rose Through Ranks Despite ‘Illogical Act’ 
(WASHINGTON TIMES 16 FEB 12) ... Rowan Scarborough 

When Lt. j.g. Timothy W. Dorsey fired his fighter jet’s 
missile at an Air Force reconnaissance plane, nearly killing its 
two aviators and destroying the aircraft during a training 
exercise, it was hard to imagine then how his Navy career 
would wind up 25 years later. 

The official investigation into the 1987 shoot-down said 
the F-14 pilot’s decision “raises substantial doubt as to his 
capacity for good, sound judgment.” The Navy banned him 
from flying its aircraft. 

Defense Secretary Leon E. Panetta this month announced 
to the Senate several nominations for promotion to admiral. 

On the list is Navy Reserve Capt. Timothy W. Dorsey, the 
same man who, while assigned to the aircraft carrier USS 
Saratoga, committed what the report said was an “illogical 
act.” 

Capt. Dorsey today is the inspector general for Navy 
Reserve Detachment 106 in Norfolk, Va. 

His promotion to admiral has some in the aviation 
community shaking their heads, especially because minor 
discretions by flight officers over the past decades have 
resulted in reprimands and the ends of careers. 

Lawyer Charles Gittins, a former Marine Corps aviator, 
has represented several naval officers whose careers were 
ended for what he considered minor misconduct. 

“It is shocking that the Navy would promote an officer 
with this background to flag rank, particularly in an 
environment where the Navy relieves commanding officers of 
their commands at the drop of a hat for trivial or insubstantial 
reasons,” Mr. Gittins told The Washington Times. 

Capt. Dorsey’s father, James Dorsey, was at the time of 
the incident commander of the carrier USS America and an 
aviator. A year later, he became assistant deputy chief of naval 
operations at the Pentagon and later attained three-star vice 
admiral rank. 

In his civilian job, Capt. Dorsey is general counsel at 
USA Discounters in Virginia Beach. 

He said Thursday that he did not want to discuss the 
shoot-down or his career because he is about to take a Navy 
Reserve intelligence post. 

“I’m going to have to decline to talk right now, based on 
the kind of job I’m going to be taking,” he said. “I’m not 
really big on talking to press for anything. 

“It means heading up some intel factions. So it’s really 
not something I would typically do. I [would] rather not see 
my name in the paper at all right now because of the job I’m 
getting ready to take. A lack of press is good on what I’m 
getting ready to do.” 

Capt. Dorsey kept his Navy career on track by reinventing 
himself, first as a Reserve intelligence officer and then as an 
inspector general in charge of investigating wrongdoing. In 
1995, he earned a law degree from the University of 
Richmond. 

A 2010 alumni magazine profile says Capt. Dorsey “has 
endured countless physical and mental tests in his 47 years - 
first, as a fighter pilot flying F-14 Tomcats, and later during 
the 2003 U.S. invasion of Iraq as an intelligence officer 
interrogating prisoners.” 

“I’ve been through naval aviation training, survival 
training and a dual-degree program in college,” he told the 
magazine, “and nothing came close to the rigors of first-year 
law.” 

The flattering profile does not mention what Capt. Dorsey 
did in 1987 as a rookie Tomcat pilot, with 245 flying hours, in 
one of the naval air community’s most embarrassing incidents. 

Then-Lt. Dorsey was taking part in a non-fire flight 
exercise over the Mediterranean Sea. 

He was given a command to simulate a missile firing but 
took it literally, armed his Sidewinder missile without telling 
his back-seat radar intercept officer, and shot down the Air 
Force plane. Its two aviators ejected moments before the plane 
exploded. 

The Navy’s 1988 investigative report on Lt. Dorsey was 
blunt and damning, according to the Associated Press, which 
obtained a copy via the Freedom of Information Act in 1988. 
It said Lt. Dorsey knew the plane was “friendly” and knew he 
was on a routine exercise. 

“The September 22, 1987, destruction of USAF RF-4C 
was not the result of an accident, but the consequence of a 
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deliberate act,” the investigator wrote. “His subsequent 
reaction [to the radio command] demonstrated an absolute 
disregard of the known facts and circumstances. 

“He failed to utilize the decision-making process taught in 
replacement training and reacted in a purely mechanical 
manner. The performance of Lieutenant Timothy W. Dorsey 
on September 22, 1987, raises substantial doubt as to his 
capacity for good, sound judgment.” 

Vice Adm. Kendall E. Moranville, who had headed the 
6th Fleet, said: “We necessarily rely on the self-discipline and 
judgment of pilots to prevent such incidents; we have no other 

choice. Nothing, in my opinion, can mitigate Lieutenant 
Dorsey’s basic error in judgment.” 

Jon Ault, a retired F-14 pilot, said Capt. Dorsey never 
took responsibility. 

“I would never have guessed he’d ever make it to 
commander, much less admiral,” he said. “In fact, I thought 
his career was over back when the shoot-down happened. He 
refused to accept any blame for the shoot-down and swore he 
was just following [rules of engagement] even though he knew 
it was a friendly. I mean, the guy did it on purpose.” 
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32. Navy Hospital Corpsman Killed In Overseas Training Accident 
Petty Officer 3rd Class Kyler L. Estrada died in Djibouti 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 16 FEB 12) ... Gretel C. Kovach 

A Navy hospital corpsman deployed with a Camp 
Pendleton Marine unit in Djibouti died in training, the 
Pentagon announced. 

Petty Officer 3rd Class Kyler L. Estrada, 21, of Maricopa, 
Ariz., was killed Tuesday serving with the 11th Marine 
Expeditionary Unit. He died from a gunshot wound during a 
training exercise, according to the Naval Safety Center. 

The Marine unit stopped in Africa during a sea tour, in 
support of Operation Enduring Freedom and the war in 
Afghanistan. 

Estrada described his job as "fix broken Marines," 
according to his Facebook page. 

He is survived by his wife, Alyssa. "My best friend and 
my soul mate died," she wrote on her page. 

"Kyler Estrada is now and always will be the one love of 
my life. Thank you baby for giving me enough happiness in 
one year to last me the rest of forever. I will never forget you 
my love." 

Thanking family and friends for the outpouring of 
condolences, she said: "Kyler was so blessed to have so many 
people who cared about him, and always will." 
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33. Sailor Arrested After Caught Having Sex With 15-Year-Old At Park 
(PORT ORCHARD (WA) INDEPENDENT 16 FEB 12) 

A 21-year-old sailor was arrested on Valentine's Day in 
South Kitsap Regional Park and charged with having sex with 
an underage girl in his car. 

The suspect, who is assigned to the USS Nimitz, was 
parked in his red Ford Mustang near the basketball courts in 
the park late Tuesday night when a Kitsap County sheriff's 
deputy shined his spotlight on the car to investigate, since the 
park is closed after dark. 

According to charging documents filed in Kitsap County 
District Court, the deputy reported he was unable to see inside 
the car "due to dark tinted windows and fog on the windows." 

He approached the car and told the driver three times to 
roll down the window before the man complied. When the 
deputy asked what he was doing in the park, the man replied 
that he was having sex, although the deputy stated in his report 
he did not see anyone else in the car. 

The man then told the deputy his girlfriend was in the 
back seat hiding under a Navy sea bag because she was naked, 
and when a female poked her head out from under the bag the 

deputy noticed that she seemed considerably younger than the 
driver. 

Both the driver and the female said she was 18, but a 
records check on her name revealed that she was actually 15. 
The deputy called the girl's home phone number and her 
stepfather confirmed her age. 

The deputy reported that the girl said she had met the man 
through an online connection a month earlier, and that 
Tuesday night was their third sexual encounter, all in the park 
within the previous week. She also told the deputy that she 
had told the man in a text message that she was only 15. 

She was released when her mother came to the park to 
pick her up. 

When the deputy questioned the man, he at first insisted 
that the girl had told him she was 18, but finally admitted he 
knew she was 15, according to the charging documents. He 
was arrested and booked at the Kitsap County jail for third-
degree rape of a child. His bail was set at $100,000. 
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34. Yokosuka Sailor Pleads Guilty To Murdering Infant Daughter 
(STARS AND STRIPES 16 FEB 12) ... Erik Slavin 

YOKOSUKA NAVAL BASE, Japan — A USS 
Fitzgerald Sailor pleaded guilty to murder for killing his infant 
daughter with “karate chop-like blows,” and was sentenced 
Thursday to 15 years in prison. 

The stress of providing for his family, his job and other 
factors led Seaman Lequae Caldwell, 23, to take out his anger 
on his crying daughter, 5-month-old Aviana, on Jan. 5, 2011, 

the Sailor said while reading an unsworn statement at his 
Yokosuka court-martial Thursday. 

Caldwell struck “the chest (her chest) with his hand using 
two karate chop-like blows,” according to court documents 
read by the judge. The blows ruptured his daughter’s heart, 
and she likely died within minutes after experiencing “air 
hunger,” according to medical testimony. 
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Caldwell said he initially denied striking his child to spare 
the feelings of his wife, Seaman Camellia Ngirmang, who 
served with him aboard the Fitzgerald. 

“I lied because I couldn’t give my wife a dead child and a 
murdering husband at the same time,” Caldwell said. 

Caldwell later admitted to the crime in a videotaped 
confession to Naval Criminal Investigative Service agents. 

The military judge, Capt. David Berger, sentenced 
Caldwell to 21 years in prison. However, under the rules of the 
Uniform Code of Military Justice, the lighter sentence in the 
plea agreement takes precedence over the judge’s ruling. 

Caldwell will receive credit for 407 days of time already 
served at the Yokosuka brig. 

The accused told the court that he panicked after striking 
Aviana at his Yokosuka base residence. He tried giving her a 
cold shower in the hopes that Aviana’s shallow breaths would 
return to normal. Then he went to his computer to seek 
medical advice online. When he returned to his daughter, she 
was not breathing. 

“I was afraid to go for help because I did not know how to 
explain it,” Caldwell said. “In the moment, I wanted to die as 
well. I wanted to jump off my balcony headfirst, but I could 
not leave my wife with no explanation.” 

Caldwell said he attempted CPR. He then carried her out 
of the apartment and downstairs, where he ran into his wife in 
the Nanaban Tower parking lot, he told the court. 

They went to the hospital, where Caldwell made up a 
story about his daughter’s fate. Medical officials later notified 
law enforcement authorities. 

When Caldwell’s wife took the stand, she began weeping 
when asked to review 20 photos of Aviana. 

“Is it fair to say that at the time of her death you 
considered her your life, your reason for being?” asked co-
prosecutor Lt. Cmdr. Andy Myers. 

“Yes,” Ngirmang replied. 
Co-defense counsel Lt. Adam Partridge asked Ngirmang 

if she loved her husband and hoped he could return home as 
soon as possible. 

Ngirmang answered yes to both questions. 
Following Aviana’s death, Ngirmang gave birth to a son, 

her second child with Caldwell. 
Co-prosecutor Lt. Eric Nelson argued that for the 

protection of that son, Caldwell should be locked up for 25 
years. 

“All that potential, that vibrant young life … was ended at 
the hands of her father,” Nelson said. 

Defense attorney Lt. Cmdr. Hayes Larsen recommended 
between five and eight years in prison, alluding to Caldwell’s 
anguish and sorrow. 

“No one in this courtroom … will feel that more acutely 
than Fireman Caldwell,” Larsen said. 

Caldwell, of Benton Harbor, Mich., also received a 
dishonorable discharge, reduction in grade to E-1 and 
forfeiture of all pay under the terms of a pretrial agreement, in 
exchange for his guilty plea. 
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FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
35. Navy Leaders Want A More Flexible Fleet 
(NATIONAL DEFENSE MAGAZINE MARCH 2012) ... Eric Beidel 

After fighting two land wars for a decade, the military is 
putting an emphasis back on the sea and is shifting its focus to 
the Asia-Pacific region and to a more maritime-weighted 
mission in the Middle East. 

A new defense strategy calls for a more agile force that 
can rapidly deploy and plug in capabilities as needed. The 
military must have the ability to project power in contested 
areas and strike quickly from over the horizon, the strategy 
says. 

For the Navy, this means investing in directed energy, 
perfecting an electromagnetic railgun, maintaining the existing 
number of aircraft carriers and large-deck amphibious ships, 
and increasing the cruise missile capacity of future Virginia-
class submarines. It means upgrading radars and designing a 
conventional prompt-strike option for subs, senior Pentagon 
officials said. 

In the near term, the Defense Department has decided to 
keep all 11 aircraft carriers and their 10 air wings, each of 
which consists of about 60 aircraft. In the future, a significant 
portion of the fleet will be forward based in places like 
Europe, Singapore, Bahrain, the Diego Garcia territory and 
Japan. Officials announced that they will convert an 
amphibious assault ship into an “afloat forward staging base” 
to support mine-sweeping operations in the Persian Gulf. 

“We span the globe,” Undersecretary of the Navy Bob 
Work said in January at the Surface Navy Association’s 

annual symposium in Arlington, Va. “We get there quicker,” 
with smaller assets such as the Joint High Speed Vessel and 
the Littoral Combat Ship, which can travel at 35 and 40 knots 
respectively. 

The country is on the verge of a golden age in sea power, 
Work said. The current fleet is like no other in the history of 
the world, he said. And a mix of high- and low-end ships 
designed for what Work called a “total force battle network,” 
will play a major role in a concept of open payloads that can 
be used by everything from unmanned systems to Marines. It 
fits right in with a defense strategy that stresses smaller, agile, 
innovative forces, he said. 

Ships are just one piece of a larger network that includes 
other important weapon systems such as P-8s, BAMS [broad 
area maritime surveillance] unmanned aircraft, Fire Scout 
drones, remote mine-hunting systems and unmanned surface 
vessels, Work said. 

The Navy has to make smart investments in anti-torpedo 
torpedo defense, directed energy and electromagnetic rail 
guns. Those three research areas will allow the surface fleet to 
be dominant for some time to come, he said. 

“We have plenty of strike,” Work said. “I need theater 
ballistic missile defense that I can fire without breaking the 
bank.” 

A fleet that can intercept missiles and deploy lasers that 
can “kill anything from horizon to horizon” will be able to get 
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into denied areas and exert its firepower on enemy targets, he 
said. 

“We don’t need to say, ‘Oh my goodness, we don’t have 
600 ships,’” Work said. “This is a different fleet. It is a more 
powerful fleet. I will take this fleet over the 600-ship Navy, a 
third-generation Navy, in a heartbeat.” 

Everything about the future fleet is about flexibility — 
open payloads, open architectures, configurable ships. Smaller 
ships could carry a Riverine squadron or unmanned systems. 
Medium vessels could have a torpedo in a bay or 40 Navy 
SEALs. 

The Navy has the platforms; the future is all about the 
payloads, Work said. 

But there are still a lot of issues with the platforms, 
analysts said. 

Outside experts agree on the need for improved electric 
weapons such as lasers and rail guns. However, they point out 
that the Navy’s commitment to such technology is uncertain. 
There was little to no money in either the 2011 or 2012 
budgets to continue development of high-powered solid-state 
lasers, despite a fair amount of progress up to that point, said 
longtime naval analyst Ronald O’Rourke, of the 
Congressional Research Service. 

“You can go ahead and develop these weapons but if you 
don’t have the ships that have the power and cooling and the 
infrastructure needed to support them, then you still don’t 
have any,” he said. 

No existing surface combatant can take a laser 
significantly above 100 kilowatts without running out of 
cooling or power or both, O’Rourke said. “And if you wait 
until the lasers are ready to start designing the ship that is 
going to take them, then it is going to be many, many years 
before you have a significant number of those ships in the 
fleet,” he said. 

The Navy needs a new roadmap to move its surface force 
to integrated electric drive. The benefits would be many, 
including the ability to support electric weapons and other 
high-powered systems and payloads that would be available in 
the future. The service at one point did have such a strategy, 
but it was done in conjunction with programs that have been 
truncated or cancelled, which left the plan to crumble, 
O’Rourke said. 

The service also needs to address shortcomings in its own 
shipbuilding plans, analysts said. The Navy already appears to 
be backsliding from a goal it established just a few years ago 
of having 313 ships in its fleet. 

“Circumstances have now changed,” Adm. John Harvey, 
commander of Fleet Forces Command, recently told reporters 
in Washington. “I can give you a 500-ship Navy or I can give 
you a 100-ship Navy.” The proper size depends on a variety of 
factors, he said. 

Work made similar comments at the symposium. 
“Is it going to be 313 ships or 310? I don’t care,” he said, 

touting the role of other weapon systems such as drones and P-
8 maritime aircraft. “Everything interconnects. You can’t just 
count ships.” 

Navy officials recently announced that they would 
conduct a force structure review that would revisit the number 
and types of ships that they need. Chief of Naval Operations 
Adm. Jonathan W. Greenert said at the conference that the 
study would be undertaken in the spring. A Navy spokesman 

would not comment on the review, saying that it was in the 
earliest stages of planning. 

The Navy needs to start by addressing a projected 
shortfall in large surface combatants — cruisers and 
destroyers that often are viewed as the workhorses of the fleet. 
Navy officials have repeatedly told critics not to get too 
wrapped up in counting ships, but some observers worry that 
the service is focusing more on assets with less capability that 
can be bought cheaper. 

“This is more than the difference between 313 and 310 
ships,” O’Rourke said. “In fact, this is the biggest shortfall for 
a major category of ships I have seen in my 28 years as a 
naval analyst. This is huge.” 

Current projections show that the Navy will fall about 24 
ships short of the 94 required by the 2030s. The number of 
large surface combatants would remain below that 
requirement through 2041, reaching a low of 68 ships in 2034. 

The Navy also would miss future goals for amphibious 
ships and attack submarines, noted Eric Labs, an analyst from 
the Congressional Budget Office. 

Fiscal realities may make plugging 24 more cruisers and 
destroyers into the fleet nearly impossible. But an underlying 
problem is that the plan is based on service lives — 35 years 
or more — that no cruiser or destroyer has ever reached. Over 
the past three decades, the Navy has retired 13 cruisers and 
destroyers. The average lifespan was 26 years, and none were 
in service for 35 years, Labs said. Six of those ships were 
retired strictly for budgetary reasons, so it is unknown whether 
they could reach the service lives required in the plan, he 
added. 

O’Rourke said that he had seen no activity from the Navy 
to examine the ability of Flight I and II destroyers to extend 
out to 40 or 45 years. The shortfall may appear far away on 
paper, but closing the future gap requires leaders to make 
decisions now, he said. The Navy needs to begin spending 
more on maintenance and treat ships better today, he added. 

O’Rourke wrote in a December report that shortfalls in 
cruisers and destroyers, attack submarines and other ships 
“could make it difficult or impossible for the Navy to fully 
perform its projected missions, particularly during the latter 
years of the 30-year plan.” 

The Congressional Budget Office has suggested a revised 
blueprint that includes 24 more destroyers, five more attack 
submarines and two more large-deck amphibious assault 
ships. This approach would cost nearly $20 billion per year. 
The CBO reports the current plan would cost about $18 billion 
per year, about 16 percent more than the Navy estimates. 

Sequestration would throw a monkey wrench into 
everything. If the Defense Department were forced to take on 
an additional $500 billion in cuts, the Navy would have to cut 
24 ships from its plan. The fleet would only be at 260 ships by 
2025, which is 25 less than today, Labs said. 

The service eventually wants to buy 55 LCSs, smaller 
ships that can counter mines, small boats and diesel electric 
submarines closer to shore. But some lawmakers blame the 
relatively inexpensive LCS and JHSV for draining resources 
from what they consider more capable larger ships. 

Sen. Susan Collins, R-Maine, said that fewer large surface 
combatants would threaten both the Navy’s ability to conduct 
high-end combat and a fragile shipbuilding industry. The 
requirement for 94 cruisers and destroyers shows the growing 
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need for ships that are able to perform a variety of missions 
such as ballistic missile defense, open ocean anti-submarine 
warfare and strike warfare, she said. 

“How many ships do we have to be short of that goal 
before someone in the Navy or at the Pentagon sounds the 
alarm that the risk for our country’s security has reached a red 
line?” Collins said. 

O’Rourke said that the LCS is becoming a standard item 
in proposals around Washington for how to cut the defense 
budget. But Navy officials consider it a point of pride. 

“A lot of people still don’t get the LCS,” Work said. “And 
they’re not going to get it until we get it into the fleet and 
prove it.” 

The hallmark of the Navy also has been criticized. The 
Pentagon has shown the desire to protect the 11 aircraft 
carriers from budget cuts, but the heyday of the 100,000-ton 
monsters is over, said noted columnist and author Norman 
Polmar, who has been a consultant to several senior officials 
in the Navy and Defense Department. 

For more than 70 years, the carrier has been a cornerstone 
of U.S. naval power and the measure of such capabilities for 
all nations, “but the situation now has changed,” Polmar said. 
“And I believe it has changed permanently and very 
dramatically.” 

They are ghosts of their former selves for reasons related 
to cost, vulnerability and reduced capability, he said. 

The next carrier is expected to cost between $12 billion 
and $16 billion, maybe more, but by virtue of it being the 
largest ship in the fleet, it also is the biggest target politically 
and fiscally, Polmar said. 

The carrier’s survivability has always been tied to its 
ability to move. In the past, an adversary could not pre-stage 
an attack on one because it might be 300 miles away the next 
day. But today, with continuous tracking by satellites and 
long-endurance drones, the carrier has lost its ability to hide, 
he said. 

There are now other systems that perform many of the 
same missions — long-range strike, air defense, anti-
submarine warfare, tactical reconnaissance — just as well, if 
not better, Polmar said. These include satellites, drones, U2s 
and offensive cyber-operations. 

“Go back and look at the capabilities or reasons we used 
carriers 20 and 30 years ago and then look today,” Polmar 
explained. “You’re going to reprogram a satellite — it’s 
cheaper, easier, faster. You’re going to send a UAV. You’re 
going to dispatch a U2. Or you’re going to try to do it with 
cyber.” 

Besides the 11 carriers, the Navy has more than 50 
submarines and more than 80 surface combatants that can 
launch Tomahawk missiles. When it comes to strike, air 
defense, ballistic missile defense and anti-submarine warfare, 
“I’m putting my money on surface combatants, not on aircraft 
carriers,” Polmar said. 
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36. Amphibious Readiness Group Seen As A Boon To Ship Repair Industry 
The news helps offset disappointment over the failed bid for a nuclear aircraft. 
(FLORDIA TIMES-UNION 17 FEB 12) ... Drew Dixon 

Sure, there were plenty of residents and businesses 
disappointed to hear that a nuclear aircraft carrier will likely 
not be coming to Mayport Naval Station. 

But there’s an entire First Coast industry that was thrilled 
to learn that an amphibious readiness group would be home-
ported at Mayport as part of President Barack Obama’s 
spending plan, which was submitted to Congress Monday. 

“It has to be looked at as a very positive event,” said J. 
Michael McGrath, executive director of the Jacksonville Area 
Ship Repair Association. “The big thing will be the timing. 
We [Mayport] were supposed to drop down to four ships by 
2015.” 

It’s not clear when the amphibious group would arrive, 
but it would likely be between 2013 and 2016. With that group 
would come about 2,000 Sailors. McGrath said the sooner the 
better. 

“If you get those in 2014 or early 2015, it could pretty 
much save the industrial base,” he said. “From a ship repair 
standpoint, it’s very positive.” 

McGrath’s organization represents about 2,600 employees 
in Northeast Florida with about 50 associated companies. But 
the main three that service military ships in the Jacksonville 
area include BAE Systems, North Florida Shipyards and Earl 
Industries, all of which have offices on the base and facilities 
just outside the military installation. 

Aaron Bowman, BAE director of business operations, 
said the ship repair companies in this area won’t miss the 
nuclear carrier too much because that involves specific 

equipment that they don’t even have at the moment. The 
amphibious group, on the other hand, will be a windfall. 

“I think the entire ship repair industry will be involved 
with the maintenance of those ships,” said Bowman, who was 
the commanding officer at Mayport Naval Station until 
October 2010. “Those are big ships. I would say that’s a very 
big deal.” 

Elaine Brown, former chairwoman of the Beaches 
division of JAX Chamber, said the business sector among 
coastal communities is ready to embrace the amphibious 
group. 

“I think with what we’re hearing and based on 
conversations with the Navy, this looks like a real good deal 
for Mayport,” Brown said Tuesday. “You’re talking about 
2,000 people coming in. That’s a lot. I think it’s good for us. 
It’s something to be celebrated.” 

Earl Industries general manager Joe O’Conor said the 
immediate negative reaction to possibly losing the nuclear 
carrier completely overlooked the major impact the 
amphibious group could have. 

“It’s a whole lot better news than the possibility of getting 
an aircraft carrier that was scheduled for 2020,” O’Conor said. 
“We needed something to bridge the gap as they 
decommission all the frigates.” 

While the amphibious group is bound to provide some 
boost to local business, Brown said business and community 
leaders aren’t giving up on getting a nuclear carrier based at 
Mayport. 
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“We’ll keep working for the carrier. Do we have to have a 
carrier? It would be nice,” Brown said. “It would be a strategic 

move that would make sense.” 
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37. USNS Comfort’s Move From Baltimore To Norfolk To Save Navy Time & Money 
(WJZ CBS BALTIMORE 16 FEB 12) ... Alex DeMetrick 

BALTIMORE– Our loss, the Navy’s gain. New 
information on why the Navy is moving the hospital ship 
USNS Comfort from Baltimore to Norfolk, Va. 

Alex DeMetrick reports, like real estate, it’s all about 
location at the best price. 

The Navy may own the Comfort, but it takes a lot of 
civilians to keep it in top shape. Local contractors have been 
doing it for awhile. 

“Since 1989, when the ship first came to Baltimore,” 
explained Steve Cieslak of Harris Fire Protection. “It’s good 
for the economy, because there’s a lot of local companies that 
provide goods and services to the ship.” 

That business could take a hit when the Navy moves the 
Comfort from Baltimore to Norfolk in 2013. But it will save 
the navy $2 million a year. 

“After 25 years of being in Baltimore, it will be a sad day 
that the ship moves, but I can see the advantages to being in 
the Norfolk area,” Capt. Randall Rockwood, Comfort’s 
master, said. 

Captain Rockwood commands the civilian crew that 
operates the ship. 

The Navy provides the hundreds of doctors, nurses and 
medical staff during missions, whether it’s war or disaster 
relief like the earthquake in Haiti. And being in Norfolk saves 
time. 

“As fast as the ship left the dock, it still had to transit 
twelve hours down the Bay before it could turn right to go 
down to Haiti,” Capt. Rockwood said. “We’ll be closer to the 
Atlantic, which is important.” 

That will also put it closer to the supplies the ship needs 
and to the medical crew. Those bussed into Baltimore from 
Bethesda are are only a small fraction of the staff. 

“The bulk of our medical staff actually comes from 
Portsmouth Naval Hospital, which is in Virginia, probably 
about 20 miles from where the ship will be stationed,” Capt. 
David Weiss of the U.S. Navy said. 

Right now, that trip to Virginia is set for March of next 
year. 

Even though it leaves for good next year, the Comfort 
will soon be sailing for Boston for 60 days of dry dock work. 

View Clip (RT: 1:40) 
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38. Analyst Projects 30 Percent Drop in Defense Spending 
(NATIONAL DEFENSE 16 FEB 12) ... Sandra Erwin 

The Obama administration’s military strategy is 
predicated on avoiding wars like Iraq and Afghanistan. 
Beyond that, it says little about how the U.S. armed services 
should size forces and make investments for a future of 
shrinking budgets. 

This creates a big problem for the defense industry as 
executives ponder possible actions to cope with the downturn, 
said Steven Grundman, a former Pentagon official and now an 
industry consultant. 

He estimated that the most likely scenario is for defense 
spending to drop by one-third from its 2010 peak sometime 
over the next decade. The high point in 2010 was $730 billion 
in 2013 dollars (including both base and war budgets). His 
worst-case scenario would be a budget of between $450 
billion and $500 billion in 2013 dollars, Grundman said Feb. 
16 at an industry conference organized by Aviation Week & 
Space Technology. 

As to when the plunge will occur, he said it could happen 
as early as in two years, if the so-called sequestration cuts of 
$500 billion are enforced. But he believes that, most likely, the 
dreaded guillotine will not fall that soon, and the bulk of the 
cuts will happen in the next five years. “I still don’t believe the 
reductions will be as deep as they would be with 
sequestration,” Grundman said. 

He said the administration’s apocalyptic rhetoric about 
defense cutbacks is not helpful. During the rollout of the 2013-
2017 budget proposal this week, officials have insisted that 
any reductions beyond the $259 billion already proposed for 
the five-year plan would be catastrophic and would devastate 
the Defense Department. 

“I don’t think that’s yet convincing,” Grundman said. 
A smarter approach would be to “define the floor,” he 

said. Grundman said the Pentagon needs the equivalent of 
Colin Powell’s “base force” study. In 1989, then Chairman of 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff Gen. Colin Powell sought to define 
the base force as the minimum that the United States would 
need in order to remain a superpower following the end of the 
Cold War. Although Powell’s effort was superseded by 
President Bill Clinton’s bottom-up review in 1993, the idea 
that the Pentagon should outline a base force is relevant today, 
said Grundman. “Powell decided that if we don’t define the 
floor, there is no floor.” 

In the current environment, it would be helpful for the 
administration to explain how the military would operate with 
a $400 billion, or a $500 billion budget, he said. “There’s no 
meaningful difference if someone doesn’t define the floor.” 

The alternative is to allow the political winds to blow 
freely, he added. “The country has other priorities and 
expectations of what the peace dividend means if we don’t 
define a floor.” 

It will be a repeat of what Powell faced, he said. “I think 
we’re there again. The country doesn’t know what the floor is. 
The defense establishment hasn’t yet informed the answer to 
that question.” 

The good news for Pentagon contractors is that the United 
States, even if the budget plunges by 30 percent, will still 
remain highly militarized, said Grundman. The president’s 
Jan. 5 strategic guidance doesn’t specify what the role of U.S. 
leadership in the world will be, but the odds are that whatever 
it is, “it will have a big dose of military power.” 
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The desire to influence the world via military superiority 
is not going away, he said. 

Industry, however, is in for a rough ride, Grundman 
warned. 

Not only will there be less money for new weapon 
systems, but contractors will have to contend with an 
unfriendly business climate. Most companies have not yet 
figured out how to adjust to an environment where they are 
treated as bad guys, he said. “I don’t see a coherent corporate 
strategy to the pretty direct dissatisfaction that this customer 
has with this industry.” 

The recent termination of the Global Hawk Block 30 
unmanned aircraft is a good case in point, he said. The 
Pentagon is holding the program as a “good example of the 
way we need to pay attention to cost and performance with the 
budget we have.” 

Although unmanned drones remain a “sweet spot” in the 
defense market, Pentagon procurement officials signaled with 
the Global Hawk decision that they have lost tolerance for 
programs that are over budget and behind schedule, Grundman 
said. 

“That’s the fate of things that become too expensive,” he 
said. “There are not a lot of companies in this industry that 
know how to solve this problem: Integrate a complex system 
on schedule and on cost,” Grundman said. “The ones that 
can’t are going to lose regardless of who’s in charge at the 
Defense Department. The ones who can are going to win.” 

The preferred survival strategy that many firms adopted in 
the 1990s — bulk up by acquiring other companies — might 
not work this time, he said. Executives should be open to all 
options, including selling off their defense businesses. “The 
reflex that I hear, ‘Let’s do what we did in the mid-‘90s,’ does 
not make sense to me in this environment.” 
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39. Aircraft Carrier's Rising Cost Prompts Lawmakers To Seek Audit 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 17 FEB 12) ... Tony Capaccio 

Leaders of the Senate Armed Services Committee asked 
Congress’s auditing agency to investigate the rising cost of the 
aircraft carrier USS Gerald R. Ford, the Navy’s most 
expensive warship. 

Committee Chairman Carl Levin and Senator John 
McCain, the panel’s senior Republican, asked the Government 
Accountability Office in a letter yesterday to review the $40.3 
billion program to build three carriers. They cited increasing 
cost overruns for the Ford, or CVN-78, the first of the ships. 

“Despite a significant upfront investment in research and 
development as well as design and construction preparation, 
the cost of the CVN-78 construction has grown to over $12.3 
billion -- an increase of more than 10 percent compared with 
initial estimates for the ship,” Levin, a Michigan Democrat, 
and McCain of Arizona wrote in the letter seeking the inquiry. 

The estimated cost increase exceeds by about $500 
million a congressionally imposed cap on the initial carrier, 
which “should force the Navy to terminate the contract, 
modify the ship’s planned capabilities or ask for legislative 
relief” from the cap, they wrote. 

The Ford is scheduled for delivery in September 2015. 
“Cost increases of this magnitude may have far-reaching 

consequences” on the Navy’s ability “to execute the rest of its 
shipbuilding plan,” the senators wrote. The GAO published its 
last full report on the CVN-78 in August 2007. 

Navy spokeswoman Captain Cate Mueller declined to 
comment on the letter. 

The Ford is being built by Huntington Ingalls Industries 
Inc. under a “cost-plus, incentive-fee” contract in which the 
Navy pays for most of the overruns. 

Even so, the service’s efforts to control costs are putting 
the company’s $579.2 million profit at risk, according to the 
Navy. The Navy said Huntington Ingalls of Newport News, 
Virginia, is being docked millions of dollars in profit because 
of the cost overrun. It didn’t disclose Huntington’s share. 

Huntington Ingalls is continuing “to see improvements in 
our performance” on the carrier, Beci Brenton, a 
spokeswoman for the company, said in an e-mail this week. 

Documents submitted this week with the Pentagon’s 
fiscal 2013 budget proposal indicate that the Navy’s cost 

estimate for the second carrier in the group, the John F. 
Kennedy, has also grown about 12 percent in the last year to 
$11.4 billion from $10.2 billion. 

The Navy has stretched construction of the Kennedy by 
two years, with a design and construction contract to be 
awarded in 2013. 

“It would be helpful to know what portion” of the JFK 
cost growth “is due to added inflation being incorporated into 
the ship’s cost as a consequence of the apparent two-year 
stretch-out in the ship’s construction schedule, and what 
portion is due to other causes,” said Ronald O’Rourke, naval 
analyst for the non-partisan Congressional Research Service, 
said in an e-mail. 

Separately, the development contract held by General 
Atomics for the electro-magnetic aircraft launch system to be 
used on all three carriers has risen at least $289 million, to 
$435 million, in three cost increases since the initial contract 
award in 2004, according to Navy figures. 

The Navy received a fourth cost overrun estimate from 
San Diego-based General Atomics in May that the service 
continues to assess, Naval Air Systems Command spokesman 
Rob Koon said in an e-mail. 

General Atomics spokeswoman Nancy Hitchcox didn’t 
immediately return an e-mail requesting comment. 

The Navy said this week that it increased the cost of the 
Huntington Ingalls design and construction contract for the 
Ford by $811 million, or about 16 percent, over its $5.16 
billion target price. 

The Navy said in budget documents that it will add $449 
million in fiscal 2014 and $362 million in 2015 to cover the 
overrun. 

In addition to the Huntington Ingalls design and 
construction contract, the ship’s cost includes assembly, the 
electro-magnetic aircraft launch system, government-furnished 
equipment such as its nuclear reactor and Raytheon Co.’s 
dual- band radar for aircraft search and tracking. 

An additional $3.7 billion is for research that applies to all 
three vessels in the class, the Navy said. 
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Levin and McCain asked the GAO to assess the 
likelihood for the discovery of deficiencies requiring critical 
redesigns. 

The Congressional Budget Office wrote in a June report 
that the greatest cost increases typically occur when a ship is 

more than half-finished. The Ford design contract is about 42 
percent complete. 

Huntington Ingalls became a separate company last year 
when Northrop Grumman Corp. spun off its shipbuilding unit. 
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40. U.S. Can Safely Take Deeper Nuclear Arms Cuts, Senior Defense Official Says 
(GLOBAL SECURITY NEWSWIRE 16 FEB 12) ... Elaine M. Grossman 

A top Defense Department official on Wednesday said a 
fresh round of reductions in strategic nuclear weapons could 
be done without harming U.S. security, though the Pentagon 
has not yet offered President Obama a recommendation on the 
matter. 

“I do believe that there are steps that we can take to 
further strengthen our deterrence posture and assurance of 
allies, and that I believe we can do so with lower numbers,” 
said James Miller, acting Defense undersecretary for policy. 

These words constituted “a little bit of a hint,” Miller said, 
about how he anticipates advising Obama to proceed in sizing 
and shaping Washington’s nuclear arsenal in coming years. 

Miller, who the White House last month nominated for 
the top Defense policy slot after a nearly three-year role as 
deputy, said Pentagon leaders have not yet concluded a 
“Nuclear Posture Review Implementation Study” that had 
previously been expected by late last year. 

Begun last August, the Defense Department analysis is to 
survey options for carrying out policy mandates in the 2010 
Nuclear Posture Review, including “measures that would 
strengthen deterrence, that would enhance strategic stability 
[and] assure our allies and partners, and that would define 
possible limits for future reductions below New START 
levels,” said Miller, speaking at a three-day symposium on 
nuclear deterrence in Arlington, Va. 

The U.S.-Russian arms control pact entered into force in 
February 2011 and requires that by 2018 each side cap its 
deployed strategic nuclear warheads at 1,550. The agreement 
also limits each nation to no more than 700 fielded long-range 
nuclear weapon platforms -- bomber aircraft, ICBMs and 
submarine-launched ballistic missiles -- with another 100 
permitted in reserve. 

Miller would not directly address an Associated Press 
report published on Tuesday that said the administration was 
considering at least three options for further nuclear arms 
reductions that would slash the New START arsenal by as 
much as 80 percent. 

Citing anonymous sources in and outside government, the 
AP article said that alternatives under deliberation included 
reductions in deployed strategic nuclear weapons to roughly 
1,000 to 1,100, 700 to 800, or 300 to 400. 

“We are looking at a number of options,” Miller said on 
Wednesday without confirming the reported details. “I will 
say that today’s posture and New START force levels 
represent one option. The status quo is the default option, and 
we will see if we can shift from that in a way that will 
strengthen deterrence, strengthen stability and strengthen 
assurance at lower numbers.” 

The profound reductions reported to be under 
contemplation have already drawn kudos from some arms 
control advocates. 

While some details of the story could not be confirmed, 
said Stephen Young of the Union of Concerned Scientists, 
“the administration is absolutely correct to look at deep cuts 
like this. 

“The United States does not rely on nuclear weapons as a 
central part of our security,” he told Global Security Newswire 
this week. Their fundamental role in deterring a nuclear attack 
against Washington or its allies “can be accomplished with a 
far smaller stockpile than we presently maintain,” making 
“reductions on this scale … not only feasible, but sensible,” he 
said. 

The idea that the Obama administration might entertain 
thoughts of a U.S. strategic nuclear force numbering as few as 
300 warheads has also triggered outrage from some 
Republican lawmakers. 

“Obviously this is going to create a huge stir in 
Congress,” Senator Jon Kyl, R-Ariz., said on Thursday in an 
address to the deterrence symposium. “I think we’re looking at 
a battle royal in the Congress if the president moves forward 
with these kinds of plans.” 

When Miller and Air Force Gen. Kevin Chilton, then 
head of U.S. Strategic Command, briefed Kyl prior to the 
Senate's December 2010 ratification of the U.S.-Russian 
accord, “they made the case for the proposition that we could 
get by with the numbers that the New START treaty called 
for,” the lawmaker said. “Nobody suggested that there was a 
scenario under which we could go much deeper.” 

In fact, prior to negotiating New START, Obama 
administration officials determined that the United States 
could accept reductions to as low as 1,300 warheads without 
requiring new presidential guidance, according to U.S. sources 
and documents. Moscow, however, was said to be unprepared 
to accept that deep a cut. 

Reports about the Obama team eyeing more drastic 
reductions today could similarly prove inconsequential 
because Russian leaders do not share an interest in taking 
substantial reductions, according to a former arms control 
negotiator and head of the Energy Department’s nuclear 
security arm. 

“It probably doesn’t matter because no Russian I’ve ever 
met has suggested any number lower than 1,000 would have 
any chance at all,” said Linton Brooks, speaking on 
Wednesday at the same forum. 

He said a more viable format for future nuclear talks 
might involve the United States trading away some of its 
potential for uploading additional warheads onto existing 
missiles, which troubles Moscow, in exchange for limits on 
Russian tactical nuclear weapons, which worry Washington’s 
European allies. 

Meanwhile, the administration’s post-NPR analysis is 
also assessing options for the president in case deterrence fails 
and the United States comes under strategic attack, Miller 
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said. The effort is being led by the Pentagon but carried out in 
consultation with the Energy Department and the intelligence 
community, he said. Miller noted that the study has taken 
longer than anticipated but said it should be completed “soon.” 

Some Washington insiders have called the NPR 
Implementation Study a “90-day” effort, “but I’ve tried to 
avoid that moniker,” said the Defense policy leader, 
explaining that he “expected at the outset” it would take 
longer than three months to conclude. 

The 2010 posture review -- a major Pentagon assessment 
of nuclear strategy, forces and readiness -- cited as one of its 
central goals “reducing the role of U.S. nuclear weapons in 
U.S. security strategy.” 

“Fundamental changes in the international security 
environment in recent years -- including the growth of 
unrivaled U.S. conventional military capabilities, major 
improvements in missile defenses, and the easing of Cold War 
rivalries -- enable us” to deter potential adversaries and 
reassure friends and partners “at significantly lower nuclear 
force levels and with reduced reliance on nuclear weapons,” 
the 2010 Nuclear Posture Review states. 

In broad terms, the strategic guidance issued by the 
Pentagon last month for planning its fiscal 2013 and out-year 
budgets echoed the same theme. “It is possible that our 
deterrence goals can be achieved with a smaller nuclear force, 
which would reduce the number of nuclear weapons in our 
inventory as well as their role in U.S. national security 
strategy,” the planning guidance reads. 

Miller’s comments on Wednesday morning took a small 
step beyond what the guidance said was “possible,” in 
affirming that additional reductions would indeed be desirable 
and no harm to strategic deterrence. 

The “long-term trend” in U.S. national security strategy 
has been to improve conventional capabilities to such an 
extent that the nation now relies less on nuclear weapons than 
in previous decades, he said. 

Under the current administration, “it’s a matter of policy 
and I think has very broad support in the Department of 
Defense,” Miller said. 

He insisted, though, that Obama has “made no decisions” 
on seeking deeper reductions in the U.S. nuclear force, and the 
Pentagon “has made no recommendations” on the matter. 

Asked how low he might imagine the administration 
would be willing to go in negotiated cuts and what might be 
accomplished unilaterally, Miller cited the president’s 2009 

Prague speech on nuclear abolition and nonproliferation. The 
address in the Czech Republic is widely believed to have been 
the principal basis for the Nobel Peace Prize that Obama 
accepted later that year. 

“The president has been very clear,” Miller said. “The 
long-term goal is the worldwide elimination of nuclear 
weapons. So how far can we go -- how far we get down that 
path -- is going to depend not just on the United States but on 
what other actors do.” 

Given that a handful of nations are known or believed to 
retain relatively small nuclear arsenals -- India, Pakistan, 
Israel, North Korea, France and the United Kingdom -- it is 
“not just Russia and not just China” with whom Washington 
must engage if Obama’s vision is ever to be realized, he said. 

Brooks said he was not holding his breath, though, for 
multinational negotiations on nuclear arms reductions, even if 
Obama wins a second term. 

“Multilateral arms control will generate some more 
journal articles, but it is going to require a transformation of 
the international order that is decades away,” according to the 
former National Nuclear Security Administration chief. “So 
what’s going to happen is more U.S.-Russian arms control.” 

Ellen Tauscher, a senior arms control adviser to Secretary 
of State Hillary Clinton, said last month that any significant 
movement on bilateral nuclear negotiations would likely await 
national elections in both the United States and Russia. 

“We want to get back to the table with the Russians,” she 
said at a breakfast session with reporters. “We frankly need 
these elections to pass in order to have the conditions where 
both sides can make these kinds of decisions to go to the 
table.” 

With the U.S. and Russian arsenals comprising more than 
90 percent of the world’s nuclear forces, “we think that the 
sensible next step after New START is bilateral,” Miller said 
at Wednesday’s event. The next set of negotiations, in the 
Obama administration’s view, should “look at total nuclear 
weapons -- deployed, nondeployed, strategic and 
nonstrategic,” he said. 

Full nuclear disarmament remains quite a distant goal, 
Brooks said. 

“Abolition isn’t going to happen for at least 20 years,” 
said the 73-year-old former ambassador. “A careful look at 
actuarial tables suggests I won’t be talking to you about it 
when it happens.” 
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41. Get The Manned Out Of Unmanned, Northrop Exec. Says 
(DEFENSE DAILY 16 FEB 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

Reducing the manpower required to operate drones is 
critical for making them more affordable and appealing to the 
Pentagon at a time when budgets are being cut, a senior 
Northrop Grumman executive said yesterday. 

Unmanned Aerial Vehicles (UAV) need to carry systems 
more capable of sifting through data to scale back the number 
of humans involved in evaluating information provided by 
UAVs, said Gerard Dufresne, Northrop Grumman's vice 
president and general manager for unmanned systems. 

"It's just crazy to have that many people processing data 
when we can have machines doing more of it on board and 
sending more of the critical decision making information 

down to the right people rather than having to have a bunch of 
humans in the loop," he said. 

Requiring humans in high numbers muddies the cost 
advantages unmanned systems offer over their manned 
counterparts, he said at a conference hosted by Aviation 
Week. 

"We've got to be smarter about how we operate them," he 
added. 

A prominent Northrop Grumman UAV, the Block 30 
version of Global Hawk is facing cancellation after the Air 
Force concluded it was too expensive for the required mission 
and removed it from its fiscal 2013 spending plan announced 
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earlier this week. The service said it will instead rely on 
legacy U-2 spy planes. 

Dufresne said Northrop Grumman was "disappointed" 
with the decision and was seeking clarification from the Air 
Force about the decision and how best to go forward. 
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42. GE To Continue Work On Next-Gen Military Engines 
(REUTERS 16 FEB 12) ... Andrea Shalal-Esa 

WASHINGTON - General Electric Co says it is willing to 
shoulder more of the cost of developing next-generation 
engines and fuel-saving upgrades for fighter planes, 
helicopters and warships as U.S. defense spending declines. 

Jean Lydon-Rodgers, vice president of military systems at 
GE Aviation, said the company remained a dominant player in 
the military engine business, despite the cancellation last year 
of the F136 alternate engine it was developing for the F-35 
Joint Strike Fighter built by Lockheed Martin Corp. 

For instance, GE engines power Boeing Co's F/A-18 
Super Hornet, which is generating continued orders in the 
United States and abroad and the F-15 fighter, which just got a 
huge Saudi Arabian order that will extend production to 2017. 

The Pentagon's plans to cut spending by $487 billion over 
the next decade pose challenges for defense contractors, but 
GE says it still sees great promise in its work on several of the 
U.S. military's advanced research and demonstration programs 
for new, greener, sixth-generation turbine engines. 

"Our investment as a defense contactor actually has to 
increase at this point in the process because of the very limited 
dollars available for new platforms," Lydon-Rodgers told a 
news conference, adding that the company's robust 
commercial business gave her more of a cushion for increased 
investment in next-generation military. 

"I will admit these are challenging times, and the key for 
us is making the selective bets," she said, adding that GE saw 
good prospects in combat aircraft and helicopters. 

"We obviously have to be prudent in the investments that 
we make. We have to ... figure out the best way to spend our 
money and to do it in the most synergistic way with our 
commercial engines." 

The company plans a core engine test in early June of the 
Pentagon's next-generation jet engine early development 
program, the Adaptive Versatile Engine Technology 
(ADVENT), which would go 30 percent farther and burn 25 
percent less fuel than current jet engines. A full engine test 
would follow in January 2013, she told reporters. 

GE said it was increasing its share of the cost of 
developing the new engine technology and ramping up its 
engineering team, with an eye to delivering an engine by 
2020. 

GE, the largest U.S. conglomerate, invests about $1 
billion each year in internal research and development, of 
which about $600 million was applicable to the military 
engine market, and expects to maintain that level of funding in 
coming years, company officials said. 

Lydon-Rodgers said some developments, like new 
ceramic matrix composite materials, had grown out of the 
company's military work, and were now helping GE develop 
better commercial engines. The robust commercial market, in 
turn, was making it possible for GE to continue investing in 
military engines, drawing on its experience with those same 
materials. 

That in turn, reduced the risk on the military engines and 
help accelerate that development work, she said. 

Lydon-Rodgers said GE's investment in the alternate F-35 
engine had not been wasted, given that it resulted in 
development of some new materials. 

"All in all, those were investments that were wisely 
made," she said. "They were selective bets at the time, but I 
also believe they are benefitting us as we move forward." 
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BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
43. Hampton Roads Officials Applaud Defense Plans 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 16 FEB 12) ... Bill Bartel 

WASHINGTON - Members of Hampton Roads' 
congressional delegation generally were pleased with parts of 
the Obama administration's defense budget proposal that focus 
on continued funding for shipbuilding and ship repair and 
keeping intact the Norfolk-based fleet of five aircraft carriers. 

But some aspects of the budget plan, including a proposal 
for two rounds of base closings, next year and again in 2015, 
did not sit well with the legislators, who said the Pentagon 
should begin by targeting overseas bases rather than those at 
home. And they had mixed reactions to proposed changes in 
veterans health care benefits that would require working-age 
military retirees to pay larger fees, varying according to their 
income. 

The budget proposal, which calls for spending $614 
billion next year but which defense officials said will save 
$259 billion over the next five years, follows a new defense 
strategy that involves large reductions in Army and Marine 

Corps personnel over time while shifting emphasis to more 
mobile Navy and Air Force units. 

Included in the proposal is $5 billion budgeted for ship 
maintenance - $457 million more than this year - that will, in 
part, be spent in Hampton Roads, legislators said. 

The Navy plans to keep intact an 11-carrier fleet, which 
means continuing a multiyear schedule for constructing new 
carriers and keeping a steady cycle of work overhauling and 
refueling the existing carriers. All the work is done at Newport 
News Shipbuilding. 

In 2013, the shipyard will begin a three-year project to 
deactivate the Enterprise, the world's first nuclear-powered 
carrier. The effort, which involves defueling the half-century-
old ship, will cost $900 million. 

Three locally based ships - a cruiser, fast-attack 
submarine and a dock landing ship - will be decommissioned 
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under the spending plan. At least three ships that are part of an 
amphibious ready group will be heading to Mayport, Fla. 

However, the Navy announced Tuesday that the hospital 
ship Comfort, now based in Baltimore, will be homeported in 
Norfolk starting in March 2013. 

Overall, the number of Sailors and Marines stationed in 
Hampton Roads will drop by 3,000 to about 111,000. 

Given the depth of the military presence in Virginia, the 
loss is not too severe considering the cutbacks that will be felt 
elsewhere, said U.S. Sen. Mark Warner. 

"I'd love it if we had not lost anything, but it's hard to 
make the case," Warner said. 

The Pentagon's desire for another Base Realignment and 
Closure Commission - known as BRAC - to select bases for 
shutdown will get resistance from the delegation. 

Sen. Jim Webb and U.S. Reps. Scott Rigell and Bobby 
Scott said the military first needs to look abroad and conduct 
what Webb called a "good hard scrub" of foreign operations 
before considering closing bases in the United States. 

Elected officials have said Virginia and Hampton Roads 
are in a better position to defend their military bases today 
than in 2005, when the recommendation came to close Oceana 
Naval Air Station because of the Navy's concerns about 
development interfering with the base's flight operations. 
Caught by surprise, state and local elected leaders scrambled 
to put together a defense. 

Virginia Beach and state leaders eventually agreed to 
spend tens of millions of dollars buying property around the 
base to appease the Navy's concerns. 

Virginia Beach Mayor Will Sessoms said if another 
BRAC Commission comes, "There's no question we're better 

prepared than we were last time. A tremendous amount of 
lessons were learned from 2005." 

But Rep. Randy Forbes, R-Chesapeake, said nothing is 
certain. 

"Whenever you have a BRAC, it's a crapshoot," he said. 
"Even if you think something is secure, you don't know." 

Forbes said he would expect to exert some influence as 
chairman of a readiness subcommittee that would have to 
approve any BRAC legislation. 

He had sharp criticism of the Navy for backing off its 
plans for a 313-ship fleet, arguing that the new goal of a 286-
ship fleet is not adequate. 

The Pentagon proposal to mitigate fast-rising medical 
expenses by requiring some military retirees who are still of 
working age to pay more for Tricare coverage drew varying 
levels of concern. 

Rigell, whose district includes one of the largest 
concentrations of veterans in the country, said the Defense 
Department should not renege on a promise it made to 
veterans to cover health care. The military should look for 
savings somewhere else, he said. 

"You've got to do what you've got to do. You honor the 
commitment," said Rigell, a Virginia Beach Republican. Scott, 
a Newport News Democrat, agreed. 

Webb, a Democrat, said any increases in Tricare fees 
should be linked to cost-of-living increases. Warner, also a 
Democrat, said he wants to dig deeper into the issue but said 
it's not practical to have no increases in fees given the rise in 
medical costs. 
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44. Pearl Harbor Naval Shipyard Energy Saving Projects 
(KHON FOX HONOLULU 16 FEB 12) 

Pearl Harbor Naval Shipyard Production Facilities and 
Equipment Manager, Stephen Sasaki, shares Pearl Harbor 
Naval Shipyard's energy-saving projects. 

Sasaki reports that PHNSY will be opening a new $15.8M 
energy saving facility will be opening in July, two months 
early. The facility displaces 30 temporary structures and will 
create a collaborative environment for engineers, planners and 

structural production folks to work together as they would on 
submarines in drydock. 

Joint base Pearl Harbor-Hickham is one of the largest 
energy consumers in Hawaii, and can save money through 
modernization. 

Sasaki went into further details on energy saving 
modernization efforts. 

View Clip (RT: 3:29) 
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45. Goose Creek Nuclear School Plans Expansion 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 16 FEB 12) 

GOOSE CREEK, S.C. — The nuclear power training 
school at the Naval Weapons Station in Goose Creek is 
expanding. 

The Post and Courier of Charleston reported the school 
will expand to handle twice as many students each year. The 
new operation will also have more modern nuclear reactors 
and improved security. 

The facility is one of two Navy nuclear power training 
schools. The other is in Milton, N.Y. 

Each school trains 1,200 students annually. Plans call for 
Charleston to handle 1,800 students each year by 2022. It also 
would handle 2,800 students while the New York school is 
refueled. 

Plans call for the replacement of two 1960s-era 
submarines at Goose Creek with two 1970s-era subs. 

The training school in South Carolina was built in 1996. 

Return to Index 



 36

 
46. Marines Still Need Live Fire Training Range 
(KUAM NEWS (GUAM) 16 FEB 12) ... Sabrina Salas Matanane 

GUAM - Navy and Marine Corps leaders appeared before 
the House Armed Services Committee testifying on their 
proposed budget for Fiscal Year 2013. And Guam Delegate 
Madeleine Bordallo once again questioned military leaders on 
the status of the military buildup for the territory. During 
today's hearing Commandant of Marine Corps General James 
Amos testified that it is critical to have Marines stationed on 
Guam to maintain a forward presence in the Asia-Pacific 
region. 

According to Bordallo the general also clarified that 
although no plans have been finalized, the Marines will still 
need a live firing range to train on Guam regardless of the 
reduction in force. Secretary of the Navy Ray Mabus also 
testified that the Obama Administration's recently-released 
strategic guidance will not affect construction projects on 
Guam that are not tied to the military build-up. 

Included in the defense budget is a little over $100 million 
for military construction projects. 
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47. Okinawa Gov. To Declare Base Relocation 'Impossible' In Opinion 
(KYODO NEWS 17 FEB 12) 

NAHA - Okinawa Gov. Hirokazu Nakaima will describe 
as "virtually impossible" the planned construction of a new 
airfield for the U.S. Marine Corps in a coastal area of the 
prefecture, in his opinion soon to be submitted to the Defense 
Ministry, local government sources said Thursday. 

The opinion will be Okinawa's response to an 
environmental impact assessment report submitted by the 
ministry for the planned construction of the Marine base to 
replace the Futenma Air Station in Ginowan, Okinawa. 

The central government's plan to construct a new airfield 
in the Henoko area of Nago has met strong opposition from 
local people, who are demanding that the Futenma base be 
moved outside of the prefecture. 

The opinion is expected to be submitted to the ministry's 
Okinawa bureau on Monday. Defense Minister Naoki Tanaka 
will visit the prefecture for two days from Friday, during 
which he will meet with Nakaima on Saturday to brief him on 
the latest developments in Japan-U.S. talks, the ministry said. 

The governor's response to the environmental impact 
report would note the urgency of removing the risks posed by 
the Futenma base, located in a densely populated area, and call 
for the transfer of its functions outside of the prefecture and 
the early return of the land on which the base sits to Japanese 
control. 

Nakaima's opinion would also rule out the possibility of 
building a base in the Nago area from the standpoint of 
environmental protection, likely concluding that conservation 
measures stipulated in the assessment report would be 
insufficient to protect the environment for those living nearby 
and nature, according to the sources. 

The prefectural government is due to submit its opinion 
on the reclamation aspect of the relocation project by March 
27. 

The central government is able to make changes to its 
environmental assessment based on the governor's opinion, 
but if it makes major changes, they would have a large impact 
on the progress of the project. 

The relocation project is part of a bilateral deal forged in 
2006 on reorganizing U.S. forces in Japan. The central 
government submitted the report in December to move 
forward the stalled project. 

Japan Yet To Decide On Outlays For Transfer Of 
Marines To Guam 

Japan has yet to decide how much of the cost it may 
shoulder of transferring some of the U.S. Marines stationed in 
Okinawa to Guam, Foreign Minister Koichiro Gemba said 
Friday. 

"I don't know yet the real meaning of that," Gemba told 
reporters when asked about U.S. Defense Secretary Leon 
Panetta's remarks this week suggesting Washington hopes that 
Japan will make a substantial financial contribution to the 
transfer of troops from the southern Japanese island. 

Gemba said the specifics of the realignment of U.S. forces 
in Okinawa Prefecture, including how many Marines would 
leave the island and how much Tokyo would pay for the 
transfer, will be negotiated with Washington from now on and 
that nothing concrete has been decided. 

Japan and the United States have agreed to review the 
2006 bilateral accord on the redeployment of some of the 
Okinawa-based Marines to Guam. 

Under the accord, Japan needs to pay $6.09 billion of the 
total cost of $10.27 billion estimated at that time to transfer 
about 8,000 Marines and 9,000 dependents to the U.S. 
territory. 

Instead of the 8,000, the United States is now considering 
moving 4,700 Marines from Okinawa to Guam. There are 
expectations in Tokyo that the possible cut in the number 
would lead to a smaller financial burden. 

Gemba said the security alliance between the two 
countries is a "public good" for the stability of the Asia-Pacific 
region and that what role Japan may play in this respect must 
be discussed from "a big perspective," indicating that he does 
not rule out the possibility of Tokyo continuing to make a 
certain level of financial contributions for U.S. forces, despite 
the planned cutback in the size of the transfer. 

On Wednesday, Panetta told a hearing of the Arms 
Services Committee of the U.S. House of Representatives that 
Japan has been "very generous" and it "will give us a lot of the 
funds to try to support that." 

Japan and the United States are planning to work out the 
specifics of the new redeployment plan in Okinawa Prefecture. 
In a related development, Gemba said he is considering setting 
up a team of vice ministers from different government offices 
to help lay down the specifics holistically. 
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NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
48. Pentagon Not Planning For More Budget Cuts: Panetta 
(REUTERS 16 FEB 12) ... David Alexander 

WASHINGTON - Defense Secretary Leon Panetta told 
lawmakers on Thursday the Pentagon - a department that 
prides itself on being ready for everything from war to natural 
disaster - had no plan at all for dealing with the real threat of 
another $50 billion in budget cuts next year. 

Panetta called the second round of cuts due to go into 
effect next year "crazy" and said it was casting a pall over 
defense industries. But he indicated the Pentagon had not 
designed its new military strategy or its 2013 budget to reflect 
the looming reduction, part of a process known as 
sequestration. 

"Look, we're not paying attention to sequestration. I don't 
think it's going to happen," Panetta told a panel of the House 
of Representatives during a hearing on the Pentagon's 
proposed 2013 spending plan. 

"I don't think that Congress is going to allow it to happen. 
But at the same time, the threat that it may happen is 
something that's having an impact," he said, acknowledging it 
was casting a "huge shadow" over the military. 

Whether Congress is willing or needs to avert a new 
round of cuts is open to debate. Defense analysts say post-war 
U.S. military drawdowns usually see Pentagon budgets fall by 
more than 20 percent, far more than the cuts currently 
envisioned. 

The 2013 defense budget sent to Congress earlier this 
week begins the process of cutting $487 billion in projected 
defense spending over the next decade as required by the 
Budget Control Act passed by Congress last August. 

The law also established a special congressional panel to 
come up with another $1.2 trillion in federal spending 
reductions by the end of the year. The panel failed to do so, 
triggering another $600 billion in national security cuts over 
the next decade beginning in 2013. 

Few analysts believe Congress will ultimately allow the 
second round of cuts to stand, but many agree lawmakers 
missed their best opportunity to reach a deal last year when the 
special committee was meeting. 

The issue is complicated by election politics, with little 
likelihood of action before the presidential vote in November, 
more than a month after the 2013 budget goes into effect 
October 1. 

Officials say if there is no congressional action by late 
summer, the White House budget office will probably have to 
advise the Pentagon to begin planning for the additional cuts. 
That worries analysts and lawmakers, who say it leaves little 
time to prepare for a $50 billion across-the-board reduction. 

Todd Harrison, of the Center for Strategic and Budgetary 
Assessments think tank, warned in a recent paper the Pentagon 
was being overly optimistic about not having to cut further. 
Previous military drawdowns have seen spending decline for a 
decade, not remain flat as in Pentagon's projections, he said. 

"The failure to plan for the possibility of additional 
reductions in defense spending is a major shortfall in the new 
defense strategy," Harrison wrote. "The Pentagon can and 
should begin preparing for the possibility of more reductions, 
especially the prospect of sequestration." 

General Martin Dempsey, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff, told lawmakers there were good security reasons not to 
cut defense spending as deeply as the drawdowns that 
followed the Vietnam War or the Cold War. 

"In the previous two we were entering a relative stability," 
he said. "I can't impress upon you that in my personal military 
judgment, formed over 38 years, we are living in the most 
dangerous time in my lifetime, right now, and I think 
sequestration would be completely oblivious to that." 
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49. DoD Budget Cuts Carry Risks, Intel Chiefs Warn 
(NAVY TIMES 16 FEB 12) ... Rick Maze 

Intelligence officials underscored the risks that go with 
smaller defense budgets in testimony Thursday before the 
Senate Armed Services Committee. 

Current plans may call for the defense budget to shrink, 
but the world, they said, is not a safer place. 

“The next two to three years will be a critical transition 
phase for the terrorist threat facing the United States, 
particularly from al-Qaida and like-minded groups,” said 
James Clapper, director of national intelligence, testifying 
with Army Lt. Gen. Ronald Burgess, director of the Defense 
Intelligence Agency. 

Additionally, Clapper and Burgess said, stability in 
Afghanistan and Iraq is not assured, Iran poses a threat as it 
gains nuclear weapons and broadens its ties to insurgent forces 
in Iraq and Afghanistan, and other global risks continue to 
present threats to U.S. security and interests. 

Iran is of particular concern. “Tehran poses a threat to 
U.S. interests through its regional ambitions, support to 
terrorist and military groups, and improving military and 
nuclear capabilities,” Burgess said. “Iran also continues efforts 

to gain regional power by countering Western influence, 
expanding ties with its neighbors and advocating Islamic 
solidarity.” 

As if that’s not enough, Clapper said, cyber attacks, 
global organized crime organizations, and regional violence 
and social upheaval also are threats. 

This assessment leaves some lawmakers concerned about 
cuts coming in the defense budget. 

“Why would we choose to increase the already substantial 
risk facing us at this time?” asked Sen. John McCain of 
Arizona, the armed services committee’s ranking Republican. 

“What should be clear is that by no objective assessment 
are the threats to our national security decreasing,” McCain 
said. “Why, in an international environment of growing 
uncertainty, risk and threat, would we choose to add to those 
risks by making large and misguided cuts to our national 
defense budget?” 

Sen. Carl Levin, D-Mich., the armed services committee 
chairman, shares those concerns about threats, although he is 
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not directly challenging the Obama defense budget and 
strategy. 

“Security in Afghanistan will remain in jeopardy so long 
as there continues to be sanctuary in Pakistan for insurgents 

conducting cross-border attacks against U.S., coalition and 
Afghan forces, and the Afghan people,” Levin said. 

Return to Index 
 

50. Former Bonhomme Richard Sailor Visits BHR After 50 Years 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 16 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Jacob D. Wiley, USS Bonhomme Richard Public 
Affairs 

PACIFIC OCEAN -- As USS Bonhomme Richard (LHD 
6) steams west from San Diego to Pearl Harbor en route to a 
scheduled hull-swap with USS Essex (LHD 2), Sailors 
onboard may notice a couple of unique passengers. 

One of them is a 1960's A3 aircraft from the Vietnam War 
era; the other is a retired master chief, whose journey puts him 
back on a ship with a familiar name after more than 50 years. 

Master Chief Air Framer (NAC) Mike Glenn (Ret.), 
formerly a crewmember of Bon Homme Richard (CV 31) is 
aboard LHD 6 to deliver an A-3 aircraft, nicknamed "The 
Whale,” to the Pacific Aviation Museum in Pearl Harbor. 
Originally from Salt Lake City, Glenn was assigned to the 
aircraft carrier CVA 31 in 1961 traveling on a Western Pacific 
Tour during the early stages of the Vietnam War. 

"I was in a fighter squadron and we worked on airplanes. 
We were up and down the South China Sea and Laos taking 
part in lots of different operations. The ship and the squadron 
received Navy expeditionary medals for our actions," said 
Glenn. 

When asked about the differences between the 1960's 
attack carrier versus the newer Bonhomme Richard, Glenn 
said, "Well the ships are similar in many ways but of course 
this ship is more modern. 

"Take the boiler rooms from CVA 31 for example; they 
were like something right out of a dungeon. Also, this ship is 
air conditioned and the old ship was not. Back then if it was 
105 outside, it was 109 down in the compartments," said 
Glenn. 

In his few days aboard LHD 6, Glenn has had the chance 
to speak with some of the current active duty Sailors. "It's 
been pretty cool to meet these nice young kids. They are 
dedicated and interesting. Most of them are pretty pleasant and 
I've been able to share aviation stories with some of them," 
said Glenn. 

Joining the United States Navy in 1958 at the age of 17, 
Glen was part of an entry program no longer used by today's 
Navy. 

"In those days you can get in on a 'kiddie cruise' and get 
out on your 21st birthday. However, on my 21st birthday I was 
involuntarily extended for 6 months because of the Cuban 
missile crisis," said Glenn. 

After the Navy, Glenn worked at Hughes Aircraft 
Company working on A-3's and later, in 1974, he decided to 
join the Reserves and did so for the next 22 years. 

"I encourage all young Sailors to pay attention to their 
heritage and keep it. After all, that's what the Navy is all 
about," said Glenn. 
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OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
51. Dark Days In Mideast Test U.S. Policy 
(BOSTON GLOBE 17 FEB 12) ... Nicholas Burns 

One year after the Arab revolutions began with so much 
promise, the trends have turned darkly ominous in the two key 
countries at the heart of the Middle East - Egypt and Syria. At 
this time last year, many of us hoped we might be witnessing 
the start of the most significant and positive change in the 
Arab world since the creation of the modern Middle East after 
the First World War. But events are now moving quickly in 
the opposite direction, highlighting the sharply reduced 
influence of the United States, until recently the most 
important outside power. Horrific violence in Syria's civil war 
and a looming showdown between Islamists and the military 
in Egypt point to a Middle East more troubled than stable and 
more violent than peaceful in the year ahead. 

Egypt has always been the region's most important 
country and America's most valued Arab partner. But the 
military government that still holds power threatened last 
week to prosecute 19 Americans who have worked for US-
government-supported organizations on democracy 
promotion. Despite a personal plea from President Obama, 
Egyptian authorities are refusing to drop these malicious and 
trumped-up charges. This crisis illustrates the limits of 
American credibility with Egypt's generals, who have been 

given billions in US military assistance over three decades but 
now ignore us when American citizens are in trouble. 

The resounding electoral victory of the Muslim 
Brotherhood and Islamist parties presents Obama with another 
dilemma. If the new government puts the Americans on trial 
or weakens the Camp David Accords with Israel, 
congressional leaders will be tempted to cut off American aid 
to Egypt. But, as the Washington Post's David Ignatius warned 
last week, this is where we need to take a deep breath and 
reflect soberly before we act. If we burn our bridges with 
Egypt's new leaders before they take office, we may lose all 
hope of building even minimal confidence and trust for the 
future. America may need to rely more on its patience than 
power on the rollercoaster ride ahead with Egypt. 

In Syria, the world is watching the most brutal attacks by 
an Arab government against its own people since the uprisings 
began. It is heartbreaking to see the shelling and shooting of 
innocent Syrians. The United States, however, has few cards 
to play. Russia and China cynically blocked a mild UN 
Security Council resolution condemning Syrian President 
Bashar Assad's use of armed force against protesters. Neither 
of the conditions that permitted NATO to protect besieged 
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Libyans last spring - support from the Arab League and the 
Security Council - is present now in Syria. The United States 
is thus pushing neighboring Turkey, Saudi Arabia, and the 
Arab League to lead. That group may soon call for safe havens 
to protect threatened civilians and seek to unite the opposition 
to Assad. 

The United States will not commit American troops but 
must help to create the safe havens with economic, political, 
and logistical support. But arming the growing rebel forces 
would be too risky as we don't know their leaders well enough 
and are troubled by reports that Al Qaeda affiliates are active 
in the fight against Assad. There are no good answers here and 
no assurance a successor government would be any more 
responsible. Helping the Syrian people resist their brutal 
government will be much trickier than supporting the Libyan 
rebels. But, seeing Assad fall from power seems the best way 

to stop the suffering and to reduce his ally Iran's influence in 
the region. 

It is a new day in the Middle East and a time of real 
testing for American policy. Our vast military strength will do 
us little good in this revolutionary Arab moment. We must 
rely on our diplomatic dexterity to maintain American 
influence and purpose in this vital region. Some critics call for 
a more aggressive US role, even as the head of an armed 
intervention force in Syria. But it is not smart to try to lead the 
parade, as we almost always did in the past. Instead of rushing 
forward into the fray, the administration is right to proceed 
carefully, patiently, and at the side of our Arab friends and 
Turkey as we seek to preserve American interests in this 
greatest test yet of President Obama's Middle East diplomacy. 

Nicholas Burns is professor of the practice of diplomacy 
and international politics at Harvard's Kennedy School of 
Government. 
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52. This Budget Guts Defense 
(NEW YORK POST 16 FEB 12) ... Peter Brookes 

Tuesday’s Associated Press report that President Obama 
is considering large cuts in our strategic arsenal is just the 
latest of this week’s grim news about the president’s national-
defense plans. 

On nukes, the administration is apparently pondering 
reductions of up to 80 percent of deployed warheads -- a 
breathtaking slash to our nuclear-deterrence posture. This 
comes on top of troubling plans outlined in the president’s 
fiscal year 2013 budget proposal. 

Put simply, the budget features a serious mismatch 
between the resources it gives our military and the likely 
global threats that our forces must contend with. 

Take a look at expected major military cuts. 
Navy: The fleet needs to get ready for some heavy budget 

seas. The Navy will have to mothball nine cruisers and 
amphibious ships and remove “16 more [ships] from the new 
construction plan,” according to the House Armed Services 
Committee. 

Air Force: Fewer fighters will be going off into the Wild 
Blue Yonder when six squadrons are axed. The plan also 
dispenses with some 130 air-mobility planes such as the C-5 
and C-130, which do critical logistics work. 

Ground Forces: The Army will decline by about 70,000 
GIS, to some 490,000 soldiers, closing down eight Brigade 
Combat Teams. There will be fewer leathernecks, too, with 
the Marine Corps shrinking some 20,000, to around 180,000. 

Nor does Obama’s budget take into account the looming 
“sequestration” (automatic reduction) of as much as $600 
billion to national-security spending over a decade, as required 
by last year’s Budget Control Act. As recently as this week, 
Defense Secretary Leon Panetta warned that these new cuts 
would do “severe damage” to the military’s ability to project 
power and protect the country. 

With the Defense Department already in the process of 
slicing spending some $500 billion over the next 10 years, 
simple math tells you defense cuts may top $1 trillion in the 

same period, requiring a further fall in force structure. So, 
what does this all mean? If Congress passes the budget, we’ll 
basically have to deal with expanding international-security 
challenges with a dwindling US military. Friend and foe alike 
will draw the obvious conclusions. 

Without a doubt, the disparity between threats and our 
defense resources will also raise the risks to our brave young 
men and women, while reducing our ability to shape and 
affect world events. 

For example, Team Obama talks about a shift or “pivot” 
away from the fights in Iraq and Afghanistan toward Asia to 
deal with what is unspoken by the administration but believed 
to be a rising China. 

No question: Asia, especially China, needs more attention 
-- but the smaller Navy is going to be hard pressed to deal with 
Beijing’s ever-expanding fleet in the vast Pacific Ocean, 
known for its “tyranny of distance.” 

Will we have the military capacity for dealing with an 
ever more belligerent Iran? Just yesterday, Tehran announced 
that it has a new generation of centrifuges for enriching 
uranium as well as its first locally produced nuclear-reactor 
fuel rods. 

Down the road, domestic fuel rods, if reprocessed into 
plutonium, could provide Iran with a second avenue to 
produce nukes beyond its ongoing program. 

It’s worth noting our enemies get a say in when and 
where the next fight comes -- and war is a come-as-you-are 
affair. Yes, a strategy of “nimble” and “flexible” is attractive, 
but there’s a certain quality in quantity even in today’s high-
tech “battlespace.” 

Defense spending shouldn’t be held hostage to politics 
nor driven by pure budget numbers. Instead, it should be based 
on the international environment we face now and expect in 
the future -- and that doesn’t look rosy at all. 

Peter Brookes is a Heritage Foundation senior fellow and 
former deputy assistant secretary of defense. 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. The Pentagon's Energy Crusader 
(GREENWIRE 16 JUL 12) ... Annie Snider 

An F-18 fighter jet sat bathed in soft, showroom lighting behind President Obama as he proposed opening large swaths of 
American coastlines to oil and gas drilling in a major energy policy speech two years ago. 

 
2. Great Green Fleet Sailing Toward SECNAV Energy Goals During RIMPAC 2012 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 16 JUL 12) ... Defense Media Activity - Navy 

PEARL HARBOR -- The U.S. Navy's Great Green Fleet demonstration is underway as part of the 2012 Rim of the Pacific 
(RIMPAC) exercise, the world's largest international maritime exercise. 

 
3. U.S. Ship Fires On Fishing Boat In Persian Gulf, Killing 1 
The U.S. resupply ship's warning not to approach was ignored, the Navy says. It appears the fishing vessel 
was headed to port and was not attempting an attack. 
(LOS ANGELES TIMES 16 JUL 12) ... David S. Cloud 

WASHINGTON — Fearful of a terrorist attack, aU.S. Navyfuel resupply ship that had just passed through the Strait of Hormuz 
in the Persian Gulf opened fire at a 50-foot fishing boat moving toward it, killing one person and wounding three, U.S. officials said. 

 
4. India Seeks Report From Its UAE Envoy On US Ship Firing 
(PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 17 JUL 12) 

NEW DELHI --- India has sought a report from its Ambassador in the UAE on the killing of an Indian fisherman in a US Navy 
ship firing at a docking point in Dubai even as the US today said the incident is under investigation. 

 
5. Pentagon Bulks Up Defenses In The Gulf 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 17 JUL 12) ... Adam Entous and Julian E. Barnes 

The Pentagon is building a missile-defense radar station at a secret site in Qatar and organizing its biggest-ever minesweeping 
exercises in the Persian Gulf, as preparations accelerate for a possible flare-up with Iran, according to U.S. officials. 

 
6. Honoring The U.S. Navy's Service To America 
(SIOUX FALLS (SD) ARGUS LEADER 16 JUL 12) ... Rear Admiral Mark D. Guadagnini 

America needs a strong Navy now more than ever. 
 

CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
7. Quick Turnaround For Stennis To Middle East 
(NAVY TIMES 16 JUL 12) ... Joshua Stewart 

The Navy is sending the carrier John C. Stennis to the Middle East much earlier than expected to keep two carriers in the region 
as civil war rages in Syria and Iran renews its threats to close the vital Strait of Hormuz. 

 
8. Lincoln Carrier Strike Group Transits Suez, Enters 6th Fleet AOR 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 16 JUL 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Amanda L. Kilpatrick, USS Abraham Lincoln 
Public Affairs 

USS ABRAHAM LINCOLN, At Sea -- The Abraham Lincoln Strike Group transited the Suez Canal, July 16, departing the U.S. 
5th Fleet area of responsibility (AOR) and entering the U.S. 6th Fleet AOR en route to the United States to complete an eight-month 
deployment. 
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9. Secretary Of The Navy Presents Awards To JMSDF Leaders 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 16 JUL 12) ... U.S. 7th Fleet Public Affairs 

YOKOSUKA, Japan -- The Secretary of the Navy (SECNAV) Ray Mabus awarded medals to two Japanese Maritime Self-
Defense Force (JMSDF) leaders, July 16, during a ceremony aboard the U.S. 7th Fleet flagship, USS Blue Ridge (LCC 19). 

 
10. Singapore, U.S. Forces Take Part In South China Sea Exercise 
(CHANNEL NEWS ASIA (SINGAPORE) 17 JUL 12) 

SINGAPORE -- The Republic of Singapore Navy (RSN) and the United States Navy (USN) are taking part in the 18th Singapore-
U.S. Cooperation Afloat Readiness and Training (CARAT) exercise in the South China Sea from 17 to 27 July 2012. 

 
11. American, Vietnamese Doctors Perform Innovative Surgery During PP12 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 16 JUL 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Michael Feddersen, Navy Public Affairs Support 
Element West 

VINH, Vietnam -- American and Vietnamese doctors performed a Pacific Partnership medical-first aboard Military Sealift 
Command hospital ship USNS Mercy (T-AH 19) July 14, during Pacific Partnership 2012's (PP12) visit to Vinh, Vietnam. 

 
12. Multinational Team Of Engineers Build Foundation To Outlast Typhoons, Floods 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 16 JUL 12) ... Communication Specialist 3rd Class Michael Feddersen, Navy Public Affairs Support Element 
West 

VINH, Vietnam -- A joint, multinational team of engineers completed the foundation and addressed flooding issues at a 
Vietnamese medical clinic as part of Pacific Partnership 2012 (PP12), July 14. 

 
13. Destroyer Oscar Austin To Deploy Wednesday 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 16 JUL 12) ... Cindy Clayton 

NORFOLK -- The guided-missile destroyer Oscar Austin will deploy from Norfolk Naval Station on Wednesday. 
 

GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
14. U.S. Deputy Defense Chief To Visit Japan, Others From Tues. 
(KYODO NEWS 16 JUL 12) 

WASHINGTON -- U.S. Deputy Defense Secretary Ashton Carter will start a 10-day trip Tuesday to Asia, visiting Japan, South 
Korea and other countries in the region, the Pentagon said Monday. 

 
15. Top Pentagon Official To Visit Korea 
(YONHAP NEWS AGENCY (S.KOREA) 16 JUL 12) ... Lee Chi-dong 

WASHINGTON -- U.S. Deputy Defense Secretary Ashton Carter will visit South Korea and other nations in the Asia-Pacific 
region later this month, the Pentagon announced Monday. 

 
16. Freed From Shoals, Warship Heads Back To China 
(NEW YORK TIMES 17 JUL 12) ... Edward Wong 

BEIJING — A Chinese naval warship that ran aground in a chain of disputed islands near the Philippines successfully extricated 
itself and is on its way back to China, according to statement from the Chinese Defense Ministry. 

 
17. Aegis Trials Complete For South Korean Destroyer 
(DEFENSE DAILY 17 JUL 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

The qualification trials for the Lockheed Martin-built Aegis Combat System on a second ship of a new class of South Korean 
destroyers were recently completed, the defense contractor said yesterday.” 

 
18. Taiwan Tests New Weapons In China War Simulation 
Taiwan Tests Sub-Hunting Aircraft, Attack Copters In Drill 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 16 JUL 12) 

TAIPEI — Taiwan for the first time July 16 tested how a fleet of advanced submarine-hunting aircraft and attack helicopters 
would be utilized in the event of an attack by rival China, officials and media said. 

 
19. Iranian Missile Threat Needs Updating, Lawmakers Say 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 16 JUL 12) ... Tony Capaccio 

Two top Republicans on the House Armed Services Committee are pressing Defense Secretary Leon Panetta to update the 
Pentagon’s assessment of Iran’s intercontinental ballistic missile program. 
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20. Pirate Attacks Down Off Somalia, Reducing Worldwide Numbers 
(LOS ANGELES TIMES 16 JUL 12) ... Emily Alpert 

Pirate attacks have plunged in the last six months as naval forces stepped up their efforts to stop Somali outlaws from hijacking 
boats, the International Maritime Bureau announced Monday. 

 
21. Ministers 'Confident' Over Aircraft Carrier Fighter Planes 
(BBC NEWS 16 JUL 12) 

The government has said it is confident there will not be a second U-turn on the type of fighter planes to be used on the navy's 
new aircraft carrier. 

 
22. Indian Aircraft Carrier Heads For Second Sea Trials 
(RIA NOVOSTI 16 JUL 12) 

MOSCOW -- The Indian Navy's newest aircraft carrier, the Vikramaditya, has headed into the Barents Sea for second-stage sea 
trials, as part of its refit by Russia's Sevmash shipyard, Captain Vadim Serga of Russia's Northern Fleet information service said on 
Monday. 

 
23. Strong RIMPAC 2012 Presence Signals Increased Canadian Interest In Pacific Region 
(OTTAWA CITIZEN 16 JUL 12) ... Lee Berthiaume 

OTTAWA — Against a backdrop of booming economic activity and underlying regional tensions, more than 1,400 Canadian 
troops are participating in a massive U.S.-led military exercise in the Pacific this month. 

 
24. Australian Navy Signs Up For Wave Power At Its Main Base 
(REUTERS 16 JUL 12) 

CANBERRA -- Australia's navy is seeking not only to rules the waves but to harness them, too, signing a power supply deal for 
its largest base with cutting-edge wave energy company Carnegie Wave, Carnegie said on Monday. 

 

PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
25. Commendation For Entire Boomer Fleet 
(NAVY TIMES 23 JUL 12) ... Sam Fellman 

The entire boomer fleet has earned the Meritorious Unit Commendation for four years of exceptional strategic missions – the first 
such award for the nation’s undersea deterrent. 

 
26. NPC's Fleet Engagement Team To Visit San Diego 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 16 JUL 12) ... Navy Personnel Command Public Affairs 

MILLINGTON, Tenn. -- Navy Personnel Command's (NPC) fleet engagement team is scheduled to meet with Sailors, families 
and leadership to discuss programs and initiatives affecting the career of 21st Century Sailors July 24-26 in San Diego. 

 
27. Backlash Builds As For-Profit Schools Rake In GI Bill Funds 
Critics warn that some for-profit schools mislead veterans, who use their taxpayer-funded GI Bill money on 
hugely expensive educations with bleak job prospects. 
(LOS ANGELES TIMES 16 JUL 12) ... David Zucchino and Carla Rivera 

WASHINGTON — After Moses Maddox left the Marine Corps in 2006, he took a sales job with the for-profit University of 
Phoenix, making up to 100 calls a day to persuade veterans to enroll using their GI Bill benefits. 

 
28. Troops’ Tax Break Meant For Low-Income Families 
(NAVY TIMES 16 JUL 12) ... Andrew Tilghman 

Thousands of troops — including many high-level officers — are pocketing extra cash each year by invoking a federal tax credit 
that was designed to help low-income families. 

 
29. DoD May Expand Breadth Of Military Lending Law 
(NAVY TIMES 16 JUL 12) ... Karen Jowers 

Defense officials are considering broadening their interpretation of a law that placed a 36 percent interest rate cap on small loans 
to troops and their families. 

 
30. 99 Cape St. George Sailors Earn Surface Warfare Designation 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 16 JUL 12) ... By Ensign Lexi Dauernheim, USS Cape St. George Public Affairs 

USS CAPE ST. GEORGE, At Sea -- Ninety-nine Sailors from the Ticonderoga-class guided-missile cruiser USS Cape St. George 
(CG 71) qualified as Enlisted Surface Warfare Specialists (ESWS), July 13. 
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31. Sailor Judges 2012 CrossFit Games 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 16 JUL 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Eddie Harrison, Navy Public Affairs Support 
Element West 

Carson,Calif. -- Logistics Specialist 1st Class (EXW/AW) Christopher Russell, attached to Maritime Expeditionary Security 
Squadron (MSRON) 2 at Norfolk Naval Shipyard, judged the Reebok CrossFit Games, July 13-15. 

 
32. NOSC Greenville Holds Deployment Readiness Training 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 16 JUL 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Charles E. White, Navy Region Southeast Reserve 
Component Command Public Affairs 

GREENVILLE, S.C. -- Navy Operational Support Center (NOSC) Greenville, S.C., conducted Deployment Readiness Training 
(DRT), July 15, for potentially deploying Navy Reservists of northern South Carolina and their families. 

 
33. Helo Squadron XO Fired For Sexual Comments 
(NAVY TIMES 16 JUL 12) ... Gidget Fuentes 

SAN DIEGO — The executive officer of a helicopter squadron was removed from his post Sunday for making inappropriate 
comments to a subordinate, a Navy spokesman said Monday. 

 

FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
34. The Democrats Play Hardball 
(POLITICO 16 JUL 12) ... John Bresnahan and Manu Raju 

President Barack Obama and congressional Democratic leaders enter the final stretch of the legislative year prepared to play 
hardball: They refuse to budge on the looming defense cuts and expiring Bush-era tax cuts. 

 
35. DoD Acquisition Chief: Pentagon, Lockheed Still Working On F-35 Deal 
(DEFENSE NEWS 16 JUL 12) ... Marcus Weisgerber 

The U.S. Defense Department and Lockheed Martin are still trying to iron out a deal for 32 F-35 Joint Strike Fighter aircraft, the 
Pentagon’s top weapons buyer said. 

 
36. Lockheed Martin Completes Sensor Test Of Anti-Ship Missile 
(DEFENSE DAILY 17 JUL 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

Lockheed Martin has completed the first flight tests of the sensors for target detection, classification and recognition as part of the 
development of the Long Range Anti-Ship Missile (LRASM), the company said yesterday.” 

 

BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
37. Navy Comes Home To The River City 
(KXTV ABC SACRAMENTO 16 JUL 12) ... Madelyn Vacheron 

SACRAMENTO, CA - The River City was one of 15 selected cities where America's Navy will "come home" in 2012, giving 
area residents an opportunity to meet Sailors and learn about the Navy's capabilities and relevance to national security. 

 
38. USS California Sailors Participate In Navy Week Sacramento 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 16 JUL 12) ... Lt. Cmdr. Jennifer Cragg, Commander, Submarine Group 2 Public Affairs 

SACRAMENTO, Calif. -- Four Sailors from USS California (SSN 781) will participate in Navy Week Sacramento in Sacramento 
from July 16-22. 

 
39. Navy Week To Mark War Of 1812 Bicentennial 
(TOLEDO BLADE 16 JUL 12) 

An upcoming Navy Week event next month in Toledo will have dual purposes: to celebrate the bicentennial of the War of 1812 
and to inform Toledoans about the Navy and what it does, a top naval officer said during a news conference today. 

 
40. USS Miami First Responders Honored 
(PORTSMOUTH (NH) HERALD 16 JUL 12) 

PORTSMOUTH — Firefighters from numerous Seacoast New Hampshire fire departments were honored Monday by their U.S. 
senators for their bravery in fighting the fire aboard the USS Miami on May 23. 
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41. Saying Thanks With Lobster For Military Service 
Annual dinner for vets, active-duty personnel brings 500 to sub base 
(NEW LONDON DAY 16 JUL 12) ... David Collins 

GROTON -- For volunteer lobster chef Timothy Grills, serving up 500 free lobster dinners to active and retired military and their 
families on Sunday was just another big event in a food-filled summer. 

 
42. More Than 100 Students To Participate In NUWC Summer Programs 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 16 JUL 12) ... NUWC Division Newport Public Affairs 

Newport, R.I. -- Naval Undersea Warfare Center (NUWC) Division Newport is providing a summer of opportunities for more 
than 100 students to participate in a variety of science, technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM) related programs. 

 
43. Whales, Somehow, Are Coping With Humans’ Din 
(NEW YORK TIMES 17 JUL 12) ... William J. Broad 

Perhaps we can save the whales — or at least their hearing. 
 

44. Navy Officials To Discuss 19 Clean-Up Sites 
(FLORDIA KEYS NEWS 16 JUL 12) ... Adam Linhardt 

Representatives from the Navy will meet with community members this week to discuss 19 sites on Navy property or property the 
Navy gave to the city of Key West that require environmental cleanup or monitoring. 

 

NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
45. Law Of The Sea Treaty Now Dead, Demint Says 
(WASHINGTON TIMES 16 JUL 12) ... Kristina Wong and Sean Lengell 

The United Nations Law of the Sea Treaty now has 34 senators opposed to it and thus lacks the Senate votes needed for U.S. 
ratification, a key opponent of the treaty announced Monday. 

 
46. Kerry Predicts GOP Will Cave To Oil Industry On Law Of The Sea Treaty 
(THE HILL 16 JUL 12) ... Julian Pecquet 

The Senate champion of the United Nations's maritime convention declared himself unfazed Monday by reports that opponents 
have garnered enough Republican opponents to kill the Law of the Sea Treaty if it ever comes up for a vote on the floor. 

 
47. Survey: Most Americans Support Defense Cuts 
(NAVY TIMES 16 JUL 12) ... Rick Maze 

A new survey shows a large majority of Americans support cutting defense spending, including military personnel costs. 
 

48. Vets Bill Held Up By Lejeune Toxic Water Issue 
(NAVY TIMES 16 JUL 12) ... Rick Maze 

A South Carolina senator is holding up a landmark veterans’ bill that would provide health care for thousands of people suffering 
the ill effects of exposure to toxic water at Camp Lejuene because eligibility rules for the new benefits doesn’t include enough 
safeguards to prevent fraud. 

 

OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
49. Military Shouldn't Be Prohibited From Alternative Energy Quest 
(KENNEBEC (ME) JOURNAL 17 JUL 12) ... Kate Bateman 

For months, certain lawmakers in Washington have tried to block Pentagon investments in alternative energy -- investments that 
would reduce our military's dependence on imported oil. 

 
50. The U.S. Will Be Lost Without LOST 
America should sign the language we authored 
(WASHINGTON TIMES 16 JUL 12) ... Scott Borgerson, Vern Clark, Bill Cohen, Jim Loy and John Negroponte 

The 1982 Convention on the Law of the Sea — the instrument that created the overarching governance framework for nearly 
three-quarters of the Earth’s surface and what lies above and beneath it — has been signed and ratified by 161 countries, but not by 
the United States. The convention and the 1994 agreement on its implementation have been in force for 18 years, yet the United 
States, a nation with over 12,000 miles of coastline and the dominant world maritime power by any measure, joins an embarrassing 
short list of holdouts that includes North Korea, Syria and Iran. 
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51. America’s LOST Sovereignty 
Treaty undermines U.S. interests 
(WASHINGTON TIMES 16 JUL 12) ... Donald H. Rumsfeld 

The United States is again facing ratification of the United Nations Law of the Sea Treaty. As in 1982, there is sizable support for 
the treaty — from U.S. business groups, our military and diplomatic corps, former secretaries of State, some 160 nations, the Obama 
administration and U.S. senators of both parties. 

 
52. U.S. Pacific Focus Needs to Include Arctic 
(DEFENSE NEWS 16 JUL 12) ... Editorial 

The Obama administration's intention to shift military resources to the Pacific satisfies American objectives, including enhancing 
stability and bilateral relations, and perhaps most importantly, expanding economic opportunities. 

 
53. Japan Feels A North Asia Squeeze 
As U.S. naval power wanes, an ally faces territorial claims from Russia and China. 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 17 JUL 12) ... Michael Auslin 

Southeast Asian countries butted heads with China in Phnom Penh last week over the South China Sea, but a potentially more 
dangerous game is being played out in North Asia—at both ends of the Japanese archipelago. Tokyo is facing renewed tension with 
China and Russia over long-disputed islands. 

 
54. How Sequestration Slams Small Business 
(AOL DEFENSE 16 JUL 12) ... George Hill 

Unless Congress acts to change the existing law, sequestration will automatically cut $1.2 trillion from the President's budget over 
the next decade-including $492 billion from military spending. 

 
55. CBO Says Military Health-Care Costs Could Soar 
(WASHINGTON POST 17 JUL 12) ... Walter Pincus 

Active and retired service personnel and their families are increasing their use of the military health care system at a faster rate 
than civilians enrolled in comparable private health programs, according to a report by the Congressional Budget Office. 

 

BBLLOOGGSS::  
56. EXCERPTS FROM BLOGS AROUND THE WORLD 
(PUBLISHED 13 – 16 JUL 12) 

 
 
 

 
  



 7

TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. The Pentagon's Energy Crusader 
(GREENWIRE 16 JUL 12) ... Annie Snider 

An F-18 fighter jet sat bathed in soft, showroom lighting 
behind President Obama as he proposed opening large swaths 
of American coastlines to oil and gas drilling in a major 
energy policy speech two years ago. 

Promising a centrist approach to energy with an emphasis 
on clean power, Obama turned to the aircraft dubbed the 
"Green Hornet" because it was certified to run on a 50-50 
biofuel blend. 

"The Pentagon isn't seeking these alternative fuels just to 
protect our environment. They're pursuing these homegrown 
energy sources to protect our national security," Obama said. 
"Our military leaders recognize the security imperative of 
increasing the use of alternative fuels, decreasing energy use, 
reducing our reliance on imported oil, making ourselves more 
energy-efficient." 

Obama has invoked the Pentagon's energy efforts 
frequently, especially as election politics have ramped up in 
recent months. In his State of the Union speech in January, the 
president announced the Defense Department would purchase 
a gigawatt of clean energy in the coming years. When he 
swung through the West a week later to promote his energy 
agenda, Obama made a well-photographed appearance at 
Buckley Air Force Base in Colorado. 

And at each stop, one man has been at Obama's side: 
Navy Secretary Ray Mabus, the Pentagon's zealous energy 
crusader. 

An ardent reformer and politically wired Democrat who 
has been governor of Mississippi, ambassador to Saudi Arabia 
and head of the Obama administration's Gulf Coast restoration 
plan following the 2010 Deepwater Horizon oil spill, Mabus 
has a deep Southern drawl, a camera-ready smile and a knack 
for capturing media attention. 

But most of all, he believes in the bold stroke. 
"He is not a disciple of the status quo," said former 

Mississippi Gov. William Winter (D), whose administration 
Mabus served in during the early 1980s. "He rocks a lot of 
boats." 

Mabus, 63, faced big challenges when he became Navy 
secretary -- a job also held by retired Virginia Republican Sen. 
John Warner and current Virginia Democratic Sen. Jim Webb 
before their congressional careers. 

When he arrived at the Pentagon in the spring of 2009, the 
Navy's shipbuilding program was in shambles, admirals were 
struggling for a vision of the future force in the midst of two 
entrenched ground wars that had left the Navy mostly on the 
sidelines, and the U.S. economic troubles cast a long shadow 
that promised to shroud even the Defense Department. 

But during briefings to get him up to speed on the 
sprawling Navy complex ahead of his confirmation hearings, 
Mabus' ear perked to something unexpected -- energy. 

"It would keep coming up in different briefings, in terms 
of the budget and how the price of fuel was going up pretty 
dramatically, in terms of when the [USS] Cole was attacked 
[in Yemen in October 2000] -- it was attacked when it was 
refueling -- and the sort of military vulnerability that energy 
was," Mabus said in an interview with Greenwire. "It was 
really stark." 

Within five months, Mabus would declare as one of his 
signature priorities transforming the way the Navy uses energy 
and lay out goals that even the most optimistic renewable 
energy advocates admit are a stretch. 

"We go where we are needed, and we decisively 
accomplish our mission, whatever that might be," he told 
military brass and top DOD civilians that fall. "We must be no 
less bold in our thinking when it comes to energy reform, no 
less willing to embrace risk." 

For a full two years, it looked as though Mabus had 
cracked the code of energy policy, translating concerns about 
energy security into a proposal that both conservatives and 
liberals could support. Environmentalists were thrilled with 
the image of a green military and understood the potential its 
purchasing power had to spark large-scale change in the rest 
of the country. Conservative hawks, meanwhile, knew that 
insurgents were targeting fuel supply lines and saw how solar 
equipment made Marines in Afghanistan more agile. 

The Navy secretary took every opportunity to tout his 
program, speaking at energy conferences around the country 
and steering press interviews to the topic. 

But then he crossed the line with Republicans. 
Last summer, at the direction of the president, Mabus 

announced plans to use a little-known defense procurement 
law to invest $510 million in funds from the departments of 
Navy, Agriculture and Energy in building commercial-scale 
biofuel refineries. 

In budget season, the Navy effort collided with the GOP's 
two main talking points: that Obama's clean energy program 
was picking politically connected favorites for taxpayer 
dollars and that looming defense cuts stand to decimate the 
world's most powerful military. 

"You're not the secretary of the energy, you're the 
secretary of the Navy," the normally even-tempered Rep. 
Randy Forbes (R-Va.), who leads the House subpanel with 
jurisdiction over military energy and environment issues, 
snapped at Mabus during a February budget hearing. 

Now, the Navy's energy program has been pulled into the 
bare-knuckles brawl over national energy policy. The House 
included a provision reining in key aspects of the biofuels 
effort in the defense authorization bill it passed in May, and a 
floor fight is shaping up in the Senate after similar language 
made its way into that chamber's bill. 

Although the issue only truly hit Washington's radar this 
spring, for Mabus it has been decades in the making. And for a 
man with a history of pushing controversial, sweeping efforts 
for reform -- some gloriously successful, others skewered by 
political miscalculation -- it promises to be his highest-stakes 
battle yet. 

'Mississippi Will Never Be Last Again' 
Running for governor of Mississippi in 1987, 39-year-old 

Mabus left little room for confusion about his intentions. He 
promised voters "basic, drastic change" for the state that was 
at the time ranked last in the nation for nearly every indicator 
of success, from per capita income to literacy. 

On the campaign trail, he vowed in Scarlett O'Hara 
fashion, "Mississippi will never be last again." 
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Few places were more resistant to change than the 
Mississippi where Mabus grew up. 

His youth was set against the backdrop of the nation's 
most divisive segregation battles. The only child of a central 
Mississippi hill country timber farmer, he arrived at Ole Miss 
for college just four years after the town had erupted in riots 
when the school admitted its first black student -- an incident 
that ended when hundreds of U.S. marshals were called in to 
quell the chaos. 

But when Mabus appeared on the state's political scene in 
the early 1980s, Mississippi had reached an inflection point 
with the fiery fights over segregation finally simmering down 
and pocketbook issues rising to the fore. And in less than a 
decade, he positioned himself as the state's star reformer 
aiming to build a new Mississippi. 

It began when Mabus joined the Winter administration, 
becoming part of a team of young aides working on education 
reform. 

The aides, whom opponents mocked as the "boys of 
spring," assembled a package of reforms but quickly ran into a 
brick wall at the state Legislature, where fiscal conservatives 
refused to raise taxes to fund the program. 

After failing to get the education package through the 
Legislature in the first session, the "boys" thought they had 
finally scrounged enough votes to pass it on the last day 
possible in the 1982 session, only to be shocked when the 
speaker adjourned the House early and killed the bill. 

Winter said it was a hard blow, but he accepted the 
failure. His aides, however, did not. Instead, they took the 
issue to the public and rallied enough support to pressure the 
Legislature into calling a special session where the bill passed 
overwhelmingly. 

The coup served as a launching pad for Mabus, who then 
ran for state auditor and won in 1984. The young politician 
tapped the full stretches of the post's authority -- and its ability 
to draw the media spotlight -- challenging some of the most 
powerful public officials with his audits. He won back $1.7 
million for the state and sparked an FBI investigation that led 
to more than 40 indictments. 

'This Is A Hard, Hard Climate Down Here' 
In January 1988, Mabus swept into the Mississippi 

governor's mansion on a wave of optimism. But he quickly 
learned it's easier to promise change than to deliver it. 

One of Gov. Mabus' primary aims was to extend the 
education reforms begun in Winter's administration. He 
swiftly passed a pay raise for teachers, but his broader plan 
again became hamstrung in the Legislature when lawmakers 
approved the program but refused to sign off on the state 
lottery Mabus wanted to use to finance it. 

It was a bruising battle that left the governor appearing 
weak and intransigent to many. 

"The Mississippi miracle that he promised has not 
happened," Bill Minor, a longtime Mississippi newspaper 
columnist who was largely supportive of Mabus, said in a 
speech at the time. 

The governor stood his ground on one too many 
politically contentious issues, angering many of his own 
supporters, Minor said in an interview. That included closing 
the state's three charity hospitals, which had cared for some of 
the poorest people in the country, and rejecting an Army Corp 
of Engineers plan to build a costly pump on the Yazoo River 

that would prevent flooding to rich delta farmland but destroy 
thousands of acres of wetlands in the process. The latter move 
cost him critical support among wealthy landowners in the 
delta who had supported him for his first term. 

"Mabus could have gone down as one of Mississippi's 
great governors if he was politically astute, but that was his 
great weakness -- he wasn't politically astute -- and this is a 
hard, hard climate down here," Minor said. 

Mabus never recovered and lost his re-election bid in a 
squeaker to Kirk Fordice, the first Republican to win the 
Mississippi governorship in more than 115 years. When 
Mabus left office in 1992, Mississippi was still ranked last in 
per capita income and near the bottom in most educational 
measures. 

Where Every Conversation Starts With The Price Of 
Oil 

If Mabus' time in Mississippi cemented him as a reformer, 
his time as ambassador to Saudi Arabia focused his reformer's 
eye on oil. 

He was picked for the post by President Clinton, a fellow 
former Southern governor for whom he had campaigned in 
1992. After an era of close ties with former oilman President 
George H.W. Bush, the Saudis made it clear they wanted a 
friend of the new president at the embassy. 

Mabus arrived with little expertise with the Middle East, 
but it did not take long for him to learn one thing: Just about 
everything in the country revolves around oil. 

"The oil minister and I had what became sort of a 
standard greeting between us," Mabus said. "I would say, 
'Which way are prices going?' and he would say, 'Sometimes 
oil prices go up, sometimes oil prices go down.' And then we 
would get to the meat of the conversation." 

During Mabus' tenure in Riyadh, from 1994 to 1996, oil 
prices were definitely down, averaging $17 a barrel in 1995. 

For a country that gets about 90 percent of its gross 
domestic product from petroleum or its related products, this 
had far-reaching effects, according to Rutgers University 
Middle East historian Toby Jones. 

With per capita income a third of what it had been during 
the high oil prices of the 1970s and social services strapped, 
"dissent sparked in the kingdom, especially from a few 
charismatic clerics who began criticizing American military 
personnel, including women, who were in the country, and 
criticizing the royal family for bringing them there," Jones 
said. 

In late 1995, a truck bomb went off outside the U.S.-
owned training center for the Saudi Arabia National Guard, 
killing five Americans. 

"This was the very beginning," said Theodore Kattouf, 
who served as Mabus' deputy for a year and later became U.S. 
ambassador to Syria and the United Arab Emirates. "Nobody 
had seen anything like this before. I don't think there was a 
major attack on Americans in the kingdom prior to this." 

Seven months later, just weeks after Mabus had left the 
ambassadorship, a second terrorist attack occurred at an 
apartment complex housing foreign military personnel, killing 
19 U.S. service members and injuring hundreds more. 

Today, Mabus rarely mentions his time in Saudi Arabia -- 
a strategic U.S. ally in the Middle East and the world's 
primary swing producer of oil -- when he discusses his energy 
initiatives. But it is not hard to read between the lines. 



 9

"We simply buy too many fossil fuels from actually or 
potentially volatile places on Earth," he said at an event 
sponsored by the Environmental Defense Fund earlier this 
year. "One of the things that is a vulnerability for [the Navy] is 
how much fuel we buy -- how much energy we buy -- from 
places that may not have our best interest at heart." 

Planting A Flag At The Pentagon 
As in Saudi Arabia, oil touches nearly every corner of the 

Pentagon. 
The United States' foremost military might is predicated 

on the liquid fuels that get poured into the tanks of fighter jets, 
ships, Humvees, drones and the generators that provide power 
to battlefield bases. The Defense Department uses about 
340,000 barrels of fuel a day -- roughly 2 percent of total U.S. 
consumption. 

Mabus arrived at the Pentagon in spring 2009 just as 
military brass were beginning to ask some of the first serious 
questions about the department's unquenchable thirst for fuel. 
The previous year's oil price spike had left the department 
with a roughly $20 billion fuel bill, creating a $1.6 billion 
budget shortfall for the Navy alone. 

Although the Pentagon ultimately got that year's bill 
covered with supplemental and war appropriations from 
Congress, top officers realized that such hefty energy costs 
could force them to take dollars out of training or weapons 
budgets. 

Meanwhile, fuel convoys had become a gaping 
vulnerability for troops in Iraq and Afghanistan. Unable to 
fight U.S. forces face to face on the battlefield, insurgents 
targeted supply lines to deadly effect. More than 3,000 U.S. 
troops and contractors have been killed or wounded guarding 
convoys in Afghanistan alone, according to DOD's numbers. 

By December 2008, the Navy's top officer had scrambled 
together a team to develop an energy strategy. 

Vice Adm. Philip Cullom, who has commanded ships 
during most major military interventions since the first Gulf 
War, was tapped to lead the effort. 

For Cullom, the issue had hit home a decade earlier when 
he served as commanding officer of a destroyer in the Adriatic 
Sea during the 1999 Kosovo crisis. Cullom's ship was armed 
with Tomahawk missiles that he could call on to launch at 
targets in Eastern Europe at a moment's notice. There was just 
one problem: His missiles couldn't reach their targets if he was 
in the middle of the Mediterranean where his fuel resupply 
was. 

"I realized then there was a bona fide reason -- a combat 
capability reason -- why I needed to conserve my fuel," 
Cullom said. 

In 2008, Cullom's energy team began scanning the service 
for ideas and bringing forward some that had been sitting on 
the shelf. Since the 1990s, a lone engineer had been running a 
shoestring program to encourage Sailors to run their ships 
more efficiently. A design for a hybrid electric drive that 
would "essentially turn ships into Priuses" was languishing, 
unfunded, at Naval Sea Systems Command for years. And 
since 2003, the Navy was doing small-scale lab tests on 
alternative fuels. 

Some of those efforts got a cash infusion a couple of 
months later when Congress passed the stimulus bill, and a 
few months after that, Mabus arrived. 

"That's when it came together," Cullom said. "There were 
a lot of disparate activities going on that were related to 
energy that were moving us in good directions, but there was 
no overall cohesive plan to it." 

The new Navy secretary planted a flag. By 2020, the 
department, which includes both the Navy and the Marine 
Corps, will reduce its energy use and expand its portfolio to 
the point that it gets half its energy from alternative sources, 
Mabus declared. 

"Big changes do not happen incrementally. 
Transformations happen fast, like the advent of the cellphone 
and the Internet," Mabus said. "I believe we are at such a 
tipping point with energy." 

Discontent in the ranks 
In the military, leadership matters. 
Chuck Wald, a retired Air Force general and part of a 

phalanx of former military brass who are pressing for energy 
reform in the department since leaving the ranks, said such an 
effort could move at the Pentagon only if it came from the top. 

"There are solutions out there -- we know what they are. 
It's not a matter of somebody hasn't dreamt them up," Wald 
said. "But unless there's a strong leader who has courage, 
you're not going to make it. You have to believe in doing big 
things. [Mabus has] got that kind of personality to take on the 
big issues." 

But not everyone in the ranks agrees this is a good thing. 
As the Marine Corps' top general from 2006 to 2010, 

James Conway was worrying about energy even before Mabus 
came aboard and had tasked the corps with devising its own 
strategy. His focus was on inexpensive changes that would 
make his force more nimble, though -- not the major market 
moves Mabus began pushing for when he arrived. 

"When I was the commandant, I'll be honest, I said, 'Hey, 
boss, I can't afford to do that, there are other things that are a 
higher priority right now,'" said Conway, who is now retired. 
"But he's the guy that signs the check, so we're doing what he 
wants to do." 

Mabus' effort to use the Navy's purchasing power to build 
a cost-competitive market for advanced, "drop-in" biofuels has 
drawn the loudest protests from Washington, D.C.'s 
conservatives, but the debate has been just as vigorous among 
defense experts who are generally supportive of his other 
energy programs. 

With the Pentagon already absorbing nearly a half-trillion 
dollars in budget cuts over the next decade, there is little 
appetite among security hawks for new, nonessential 
programs. In its latest and largest purchase of biofuels, the 
Navy paid almost $27 a gallon, roughly seven times the price 
of conventional fuel at the time, although officials say they 
will not make large-scale operational purchases until the fuels 
have reached cost-parity with petroleum. And while energy 
efficiency measures can give ships and ground troops the 
greater reach that Cullom needed during the Kosovo 
operation, biofuels offer no direct benefit for troops. 

"There is no military capability here," said James Bartis, 
author of a controversial RAND Corp. reportthat argued the 
military was putting too much emphasis on unproved biofuel 
technologies. "The ship doesn't sail any faster, doesn't sail any 
farther, you don't end up saving any transportation to the field, 
you don't save any lives using alternative fuels." 
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Mabus contends that there is an indirect benefit. He 
argues that homegrown biofuels would have a more stable 
price, meaning the military would not have to cut training or 
maintenance in order to pay for fuel when the prices spike. 

"Biofuel improves warfighting ability because we can 
minimize the Navy's exposure to price and supply shocks," 
Mabus said. But, he emphasized, "biofuel is only a piece of 
the larger effort on alternative power, including efficiency 
measures, which lead to fewer convoys and fewer risky 
refueling missions." 

Moreover, many groups concerned about the strategic 
vulnerability of relying on foreign oil say the Navy's effort is 
an important first step for the nation. 

A separate study from the RAND Corp. estimates the 
United States spends between $67 billion and $83 billion a 
year to protect infrastructure and trade routes tied to oil, 
primarily in the Middle East. 

"That's pretty much based on energy security," said Wald, 
the retired Air Force four-star general. "If it wasn't for energy 
issues, I do think we'd be in a different posture in the Middle 
East." 

'Great Green Fleet' sets sail 
In the clear blue waters off the coast of Hawaii, 22 nations 

with more than 40 ships and submarines are in the midst of the 
world's largest naval exercises. And for one day this week, 
three of the U.S. warships will be powered by 900,000 gallons 
of a biofuel blend using cooking grease and algae oil. 

The "Great Green Fleet" demonstration, as the Navy calls 
it, will mark the first time a group of U.S. forces have engaged 
in operations while running on alternative fuels. It will also 
feature ships outfitted with energy efficiency equipment that 
packs a huge fuel-savings punch of its own. 

From aboard the USS Nimitz aircraft carrier, Mabus plans 
to preside over the spectacle as biofuel-powered fighter jets 
take off from its deck. 

But whether that picture-perfect moment goes down in 
history as Mabus' greatest reform victory yet or a massive 
overreach will be decided by Congress when he returns. 

Inside the Beltway, the war of words is reaching fever 
pitch. Conservative groups are calling the event a "floating 
government boondoggle" and a "textbook example of 
government cronyism." Supporters are taking out television 
ads, organizing briefings and lining up supportive former 
military commanders as a Senate battle looms over whether to 
allow the biofuels program to move forward. 

But despite the Washington uproar, some say the most 
important change has already been made. 

While the biofuels program gets the headlines, the 
Defense Department has put the lion's share of its blood and 
sweat into initiatives that can cut energy use and take units off 
the grid. About 90 percent of the $1 billion that the Pentagon 
proposes investing in energy measures next year is targeted at 
reducing consumption. And those efforts have caught on 
where it counts most. 

Two years ago, a company of Marines deployed to 
Afghanistan with a set of solar and efficiency gear saw 
dramatic cuts to the number of times it needed to be resupplied 
with batteries, and the gear enabled it to run two of its three 
forward patrol bases entirely on solar energy during the seven-
month mission. 

The story spread quickly within the ranks, and since then 
the Navy's energy office has been getting calls. Marines 
cannot get their hands on the equipment fast enough, and last 
fall the department announced plans to deploy a Navy SEAL 
team to Afghanistan with gear that would allow it to operate 
without energy or water resupply for the entirety of its 
mission. 

Meanwhile, new recruits and officer candidates are being 
taught the connection between energy and military capability 
as part of their training, building a new generation of warriors 
that don't take energy for granted. 

"I don't think you unlearn those lessons," Mabus said. 
"I'm very confident that it's becoming institutionalized and in a 
lot of ways it is there." 

Sidebar Mabus' Energy Goals 

 Consider energy factors in awarding all contracts for 
systems and buildings. 

 Demonstrate a green carrier strike group, running on 
nuclear power, biofuels and energy-efficient 
technologies, in local operations by this year. Sail the 
"Great Green Fleet" by 2016. 

 Cut petroleum use in the Navy's commercial vehicle 
fleet in half by 2015. 

 Produce at least 50 percent of the Navy's shore-based 
energy needs from alternative sources by 2020. Take 
at least half of Navy installations net-zero for energy. 

 Get at least half the Navy's energy use from 
alternative sources by 2020. 

Return to Index 
 

2. Great Green Fleet Sailing Toward SECNAV Energy Goals During RIMPAC 2012 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 16 JUL 12) ... Defense Media Activity - Navy 

PEARL HARBOR -- The U.S. Navy's Great Green Fleet 
demonstration is underway as part of the 2012 Rim of the 
Pacific (RIMPAC) exercise, the world's largest international 
maritime exercise. 

Beginning July 17, 2012, alternative fuels, including 
nuclear power, will be used in an operational setting, fueling 
helicopters and jets from the deck of an aircraft carrier, and 
refueling a cruiser and two destroyers during an underway 
replenishment. The demonstration will also incorporate 
prototype energy efficient technologies designed to enhance 
the combat capability of Navy warships. 

The ability to use fuels other than petroleum is critical to 
our energy security, because it will increase our flexibility and 
reduce the services' vulnerability to rapid and unforeseen 
changes in the price of oil that can negatively impact 
readiness. 

"We can't afford not to do this. First, our dependence on 
foreign sources of fossil fuel is rife with danger for our nation 
and it would be irresponsible to continue it. Second, paying 
for spikes in oil prices means we may have less money to 
spend on readiness, which includes procurement. We could be 
using that money for more hardware and more platforms," said 
Secretary of the Navy Ray Mabus. 
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A $1 change in the price of a barrel of oil, for example, 
results in an approximately $30 million change in the Navy 
budget. These increases must be paid for out of existing funds, 
which means our Sailors and Marines may fly less, steam less 
or train less. 

Procurement of critical platforms and other technology 
may also be impacted by these price spikes. 

"I track energy very closely and the most efficient use of 
it at sea and ashore -- from our piers to our facilities," said 
Chief of Naval Operations, Adm. Jonathan Greenert. "As we 
bring newer ships in and bring forward requirements, it's 
clearly to me a factor in security." 

This demonstration will achieve one of the Secretary of 
the Navy Ray Mabus' five energy goals: to demonstrate a 
Great Green Fleet in local operations by 2012 
(http://greenfleet.dodlive.mil/files/2012/03/20120309_SECNA
VEnergyGoalsFactsheet1.pdf). 

Biofuel 101 
The ships and aircraft will be powered by alternative fuel, 

either nuclear or advanced biofuel blends. The biofuel blends 
are 50-50 mixtures of biofuel (made from waste cooking oil 
and algae) and petroleum-based marine diesel or aviation fuel. 

To prepare for this demonstration, the Defense Logistics 
Agency (DLA) purchased 450,000 gallons of advanced 
biofuel in November 2011. This fuel was blended with equal 
amounts of conventional petroleum-based fuel, producing a 
total of 900,000 gallons of a 50/50 alternative fuel blend. 
When the fuel was blended with equal amounts of 
conventional fuel, the cost of the 50/50 blends amounted to 
approximately $15 per gallon, less than half the cost of the 
advanced biofuels purchased in 2009. 

The fuel purchased for the Great Green Fleet 
demonstration is part of the test and qualification program; 
fuel produced from non-conventional sources for operational 
use will be purchased only at prices that are competitive with 
petroleum-based fuel. 

"The Navy needs the flexibility to continue testing all 
alternative fuel sources in order to reduce fuel price volatility," 
said Greenert. 

Deputy Assistant Secretary of the Navy for Energy Tom 
Hicks emphasized that biofuels can become a viable 
alternative for petroleum. 

"DON investments in biofuel will encourage a 
competitively priced, and domestically produced, alternative 
to conventional fuel," said Hicks. "The prices for biofuel have 
already dropped dramatically since we first began purchasing 
it for testing. Such investments help the Navy and the nation 
become less dependent on foreign oil, and thus less subject to 
volatility in oil prices that directly affect our readiness." 

Saving Energy Saves Lives 
During the Great Green Fleet demonstration, certain 

energy efficiency technologies will be employed, such as solid 
state lighting, which is more efficient and lasts longer than 
incandescent or fluorescent fixtures, stern flaps designed to 
help reduce hull resistance when underway, a shipboard 
energy dashboard which displays energy usage to the 
operators in real time and informs energy efficient decisions, 
and gas turbine on-line water wash which improves engine 
efficiency. 

Participants in the demonstration are: 

 USS Nimitz (CVN 68) and Carrier Air Wing 
ELEVEN 

 USS Princeton (CG 59) 

 USS Chafee (DDG 90) 

 USS Chung Hoon (DDG 93) 

 USNS Henry J Kaiser (T-AO 187) 

"Our platforms take years to build, cost millions or 
billions of dollars, and operate for decades. By making these 
platforms more efficient and using alternatives that will run in 
today's engines, we are providing a tactical and strategic 
advantage to the Navy's fleet and aircraft for the foreseeable 
future," said Mabus. 

For more news about the Great Green Fleet and the 
Department of Navy's overarching energy program, visit 
http://greenfleet.dodlive.mil/energy. 

Broadcast Clip – VADM Cullom introduces RIMPAC 
and #GreatGreenFleet 

(YOUTUBE 16 JUL 12) U.S. Navy YouTube Channel 
VADM Cullom introduces RIMPAC, the largest naval 

exercise in the world, and discusses how the upcoming biofuel 
demonstration will lead to greater U.S. energy independence, 
energy efficiency and affects overall Fleet readiness. 

View Clip (RT: 1:33) 
Return to Index 
 

3. U.S. Ship Fires On Fishing Boat In Persian Gulf, Killing 1 
The U.S. resupply ship's warning not to approach was ignored, the Navy says. It appears the fishing vessel 
was headed to port and was not attempting an attack. 
(LOS ANGELES TIMES 16 JUL 12) ... David S. Cloud 

WASHINGTON — Fearful of a terrorist attack, aU.S. 
Navyfuel resupply ship that had just passed through the Strait 
of Hormuz in the Persian Gulf opened fire at a 50-foot fishing 
boat moving toward it, killing one person and wounding three, 
U.S. officials said. 

A security team aboard the Rappahannock, which refuels 
warships, fired a .50-caliber machine gun Monday after the 
smaller boat "disregarded warnings and rapidly approached" 
about 10 miles off Jebel Ali port in Dubai, United Arab 
Emirates, according to the Navy's 5th Fleet, which is based in 
neighboring Bahrain. 

U.S. officials said the incident was under investigation by 
the Naval Criminal Investigative Service and Dubai police. 
But as details emerged, it appeared the fishing boat had been 
heading into port and had strayed too close to a Navy ship on 
high alert, rather than attempting an attack. 

The incident highlighted the rising tensions between the 
U.S. and Iran over the narrow strait, a choke point for much of 
the world's oil shipments from the Middle East. Navy vessels 
are on special alert for small craft, which Iran has used to 
shadow and sometimes harass ships in the gulf, and have 
permission to use lethal force to halt boats that draw too close. 
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In October 2000, Al Qaeda suicide bombers set off a 
dinghy packed with explosives beside the Cole, a guided-
missile destroyer, killing 17 Sailors, while it was refueling in 
the Yemeni port of Aden. Sailors aboard the Cole did not have 
permission to open fire in port unless fired upon first, a rule 
the Navy changed after the attack. 

U.S. officials said the Rappahannock was heading into 
Jebel Ali when crew members saw the smaller boat moving 
toward it from about 1,200 yards away. A civilian crew sails 
the Rappahannock, but a Navy security team is aboard to 
protect the ship. 

"The U.S. crew repeatedly attempted to warn the vessel's 
operators to turn away from their deliberate approach," the 
Navy statement said. 

U.S. officials said the fishermen ignored warnings by 
radio, loudspeakers and flashing lights before the Navy 
security team opened fire. Besides the four casualties, who 
were Indian citizens, two emirate residents were aboard the 
boat. Both were not injured. 

The Pentagon also announced Monday that it was sending 
the aircraft carrier John C. Stennis to the Middle East four 
months early, a move that will keep two U.S. carriers and their 
escort ships in the Arabian Sea and Persian Gulf into next 
year. By sailing early, the Stennis will be able to replace the 
departing Enterprise later this year, a naval official said. 

A second aircraft carrier, the Eisenhower, recently went 
through the Suez Canal and is being replaced in the Arabian 
Sea by the Abraham Lincoln. 

The U.S. has built up air, sea and land forces in and near 
the Persian Gulf since last year to deter any Iranian attempts to 
close the strategic strait, and to be in position if conflict breaks 
out over Iran's nuclear development program. 

Adm. Jonathan Greenert, chief of naval operations, said 
last month that Iran's navy recently has avoided confrontations 
with American ships in the gulf, calling their behavior 
"professional and courteous." But other U.S. officials warned 
of danger from Iran's Revolutionary Guard Corps, the 
paramilitary force that operates missile-launching speedboats. 

Broadcast Clip - U.S. Navy Fires on Boat in Persian 
Gulf 

(CNN 16 JUL 12) Wolf Blitzer and Barbara Star 
Breaking news that we're following here. I want to bring 

in Barbara Starr to talk about what we know about a U.S. 
military supply ship fire on a small boat in the Persian Gulf. It 
happened earlier today, exactly the incident that worries the 
U.S. Navy in the Middle East so much. A Navy oiler, a supply 
ship, fired on a small boat in the Persian Gulf near Dubai 
when this small boat got too close. 

View Clip (RT: 3:32) 
Broadcast Clip - U.S. Vessel Fires On Boat In Gulf, 

Killing One And Injuring Three 
(NBC NEWS 16 JUL 12) Jim Miklaszewski 
U.S. officials tell NBC News that at least one person was 

killed and three others injured when a U.S. Navy ship, the 
USNS Rappahannock, opened fire on a small boat about 10 
miles offshore from Dubai in the Persian Gulf on Monday. 

View Clip 
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4. India Seeks Report From Its UAE Envoy On US Ship Firing 
(PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 17 JUL 12) 

NEW DELHI --- India has sought a report from its 
Ambassador in the UAE on the killing of an Indian fisherman 
in a US Navy ship firing at a docking point in Dubai even as 
the US today said the incident is under investigation. 

External Affairs Minister S M Krishna has sought a report 
on the incident from Indian Ambassador to Dubai M K 
Lokesh apart from asking the government there to investigate 
the case, official sources said here. 

An Indian fisherman was killed and three others were 
wounded yesterday when a security team onboard a US Navy 
ship fired at their small boat off Dubai. The fishing boat had 
four Indians and two Emirate nationals on board when the 
incident took place in Jabel Ali, a frequent docking point for 
American naval vessels about 30 miles southwest of Dubai, 
according to an UAE official. 

Meanwhile, the US embassy here issued a very brief 
statement maintaining that firing took place after "the vessel 
disregarded non-lethal warnings and rapidly approached the 
US ship." 

"The Embassy of the US would like to convey its 
condolences to the families of the crew of a small motor 
vessel, which came under fire from the USNS Rappahannock 
on July 16, after the vessel disregarded non-lethal warnings 
and rapidly approached the US ship. We wish to inform you 
that the incident is under investigation," the embassy 
statement said. 

According to sources, the Indian Embassy in Washington 
also got in touch with the Pentagon and the State Department 
soon after the incident to seek details. 
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5. Pentagon Bulks Up Defenses In The Gulf 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 17 JUL 12) ... Adam Entous and Julian E. Barnes 

The Pentagon is building a missile-defense radar station at 
a secret site in Qatar and organizing its biggest-ever 
minesweeping exercises in the Persian Gulf, as preparations 
accelerate for a possible flare-up with Iran, according to U.S. 
officials. 

The radar site will complete the backbone of a system 
designed to defend U.S. interests and allies such as Israel and 
European nations against Iranian rockets, officials told The 
Wall Street Journal. The minesweeping exercises, in 

September, will be the first such multilateral drills in the 
region, and are expected to be announced by U.S. officials 
Tuesday. 

The Pentagon's moves reflect concern that tensions with 
Iran could intensify as the full weight of sanctions targeting 
the country's oil exports takes hold this summer. Though U.S. 
officials described both the radar site and the naval exercises 
as defensive in nature, the deployments likely will be seen by 
Iran as provocations. 
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The latest measures also could help the U.S. reassure 
Israel and other anxious allies that the Pentagon is taking steps 
to counter Iran after months of seemingly fruitless 
negotiations with Tehran over its nuclear program. Top U.S. 
officials have privately voiced concern that Israel might strike 
Iran's nuclear sites. Iran denies its nuclear program is aimed at 
building nuclear weapons. 

The U.S. moves are intended to address the two Iranian 
offensive capabilities Pentagon planners most worry about: 
Tehran's arsenal of ballistic missiles and its threat to shut 
down the oil-shipping lanes of the Strait of Hormuz by mining 
them. 

Underscoring concerns, the Pentagon said Monday it is 
sending an aircraft carrier, the John C. Stennis, to the Middle 
East several months early to ensure two carriers are present in 
the region at all times. One of two aircraft carriers now in the 
area was scheduled to leave before its replacement arrived, 
prompting the Pentagon to send the Stennis, Pentagon press 
secretary George Little said. 

The rising tensions in the Persian Gulf were apparent 
Monday when the USNS Rappahannock, a Navy refueling 
ship with a mostly civilian crew, fired on a small boat in the 
waters off the United Arab Emirates, killing one fisherman, 
according to a U.A.E. official.The Pentagon chose to place the 
new radar site in Qatar because it is home to the largest U.S. 
military air base in the region, Al Udeid Air Base, analysts 
say. More than 8,000 troops are stationed there and at another 
U.S. base in Qatar. 

Qatari officials in Washington and Doha didn't respond to 
requests for comment. Qatar has taken on roles in conflicts in 
Libya and Syria, winning U.S. praise. Qatar guards a more 
neutral stance when it comes to Iran, maintaining close 
relations with Tehran, which shares ownership with Doha of 
the region's largest natural gas field. 

The radar base in Qatar is slated to house a powerful 
AN/TPY-2 radar, also known as an X-Band radar, and 
supplement two similar arrays already in place in Israel's 
Negev Desert and in central Turkey, officials said. Together, 
the three radar sites form an arc that U.S. officials say can 
detect missile launches from northern, western and southern 
Iran. 

Those sites will enable U.S. officials and allied militaries 
to track missiles launched from deep inside Iran, which has an 
arsenal of missiles capable of reaching Israel and parts of 
Europe. Intelligence agencies believe Iran could have a 
ballistic missile as early as 2015 that could threaten the U.S. 

The radar installations in turn are being linked to missile-
interceptor batteries throughout the region and to U.S. ships 
with high-altitude interceptor rockets. The X-Band radar 
provides images that can be used to pinpoint rockets in flight. 

Officials said the U.S. military's Central Command, which 
is overseeing the buildup to counter Iran, also wants to deploy 

the Army's first Terminal High Altitude Area Defense missile-
interceptor system, known as a THAAD, to the region in the 
coming months, possibly in the United Arab Emirates. 

The THAAD has its own radar, so deploying it separately 
from the X-Bands provides even more coverage and increases 
the system's accuracy, officials said. 

The X-Band radar and the THAAD will provide an "extra 
layer of defense," supplementing Patriot batteries that are used 
to counter lower-altitude rockets, said Riki Ellison, chairman 
of the Missile Defense Advocacy Alliance, which supports 
developing and deploying the systems. 

"There's an effort to get it up and running as soon as 
possible," a senior U.S. defense official said. "But it's not like 
there's some rush to be ready for imminent conflict." 

The Pentagon has been trying for years to develop an X-
Band site in the Gulf. The effort has been complicated by 
disagreements between Arab states reluctant to pool 
intelligence and other missile-defense resources to create a 
regional umbrella against Iranian rockets. 

Construction of the radar base was due to be completed 
this month in a remote area, according to Pentagon documents. 
The documents, dated May 10, didn't disclose the name of the 
country or the region where the X-Band base was being built. 

Officials said the location of the new site in Qatar was 
being kept secret because of the sensitivity surrounding any 
U.S. military deployments in the emirate. 

The Pentagon told congressional committees that it will 
cost $12.2 million to construct a pad for the radar, roads, 
barracks and security measures at the site. 

The first X-Band system, built by Raytheon Co., was 
deployed in Japan in 2006 to track North Korean launches. A 
second was placed in Israel's Negev Desert in 2008. The U.S. 
recently put a third in Turkey. 

In the coming minesweeping exercises, the U.S. and its 
allies will practice detecting and destroying mines with ships, 
helicopters and robotic underwater drones in the Persian Gulf 
and other locations in the region, though not in the strait itself. 
U.S. officials said 20 nations would take part in the exercises, 
scheduled for Sept. 16 to 27, but didn't say which ones. 

The U.S. Navy has doubled the number of minesweepers 
in the region, to eight vessels, as part of a buildup aimed at 
deterring Iran from attempting to close the strait. Iran has 
repeatedly threatened to close the strait, through which nearly 
20% of the world's traded oil passes. 

A senior military official said the minesweeping exercise 
shouldn't be seen as provocative. 

Amid regional tensions, Secretary of State Hillary Clinton 
sought to reassure Israel on Monday that U.S. efforts to block 
Iran's nuclear ambitions are working, and need more time to 
play out. "Our two-track policy of diplomacy and pressure is 
in full move here," she said after meeting with Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu. 

Return to Index 
 

6. Honoring The U.S. Navy's Service To America 
(SIOUX FALLS (SD) ARGUS LEADER 16 JUL 12) ... Rear Admiral Mark D. Guadagnini 

America needs a strong Navy now more than ever. 
America's Navy is our nation's front line in war and in 

peace, operating on, above and below the sea. Think of the 
Navy as America's "away team," forward deployed, around 
the world, defending our nation's interests every day. 

This year marks the bicentennial of the War of 1812. So 
many of the qualities that shaped and helped the Navy win 200 
years ago still hold true today: the fighting spirit and boldness 
of Sailors, the Navy's innovativeness and technological 
supremacy, the direct link between a strong Navy and a 
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prosperous America through global trade, and the Navy's key 
role in preserving American sovereignty. 

During the War of 1812, America called on the Navy and 
its warfighting Sailors to preserve the country's security and 
prosperity. Two hundred years later, that tradition continues. 

Today, Navy ships fight on the sea, Navy submarines 
fight under the sea and Navy aircraft fight over the sea, taking 
off from and landing on Navy aircraft carriers. There is a 
mural above the rotunda at the U.S. Naval Academy that 
graphically depicts the importance of maritime superiority: the 
USS South Dakota during the Battle of Santa Cruz. Every 
Naval officer trained at the Academy is influenced by the 
spirit and patriotism of South Dakotans. 

This ability to act from the sea is critical to national 
security. It gives the Navy the power to protect America's 
interests - anywhere, anytime. The U.S. is a maritime nation, 
bounded by oceans on both sides. Considering that water 
covers about 70 percent of the earth's surface, 80 percent of 
the world's population lives near the sea and about 90 percent 
of all world trade by volume travels by sea, it is easy to see 
why a strong Navy is vitally important to a global power. In 
other words, what happens on the sea matters. 

The Navy's job continues to get bigger. The president's 
national security strategy emphasizes our commitment in the 
Asia-Pacific and Middle East regions - vast, maritime areas of 
the world ideally suited for naval operations and in which the 
Navy maintains a robust presence. 

Elsewhere in the world, we face diverse challenges. We 
are a nation at war. We face a terrorist network that has 
attacked our country before and vows to do so again. Unstable 
regimes are developing nuclear weapons. Rising powers have 
begun military buildups to match their economic growth. 
Weak and failed states create havens for groups that seek to do 
harm, such as al-Quaida in Afghanistan and Somali pirates. 
Climate change is creating new conflicts, as Arctic melting 

foments disputes over shipping lanes and oil supplies 
previously locked in ice. 

The Navy ideally is suited for this kind of world because 
the Navy is fast, flexible and, by its very nature, ready to 
operate forward. Our ships, submarines, aircraft and SEAL 
teams can go anywhere in the world on short notice, and they 
can do all of their work from the sea. 

In a humanitarian crisis such as the devastating 
earthquake and tsunami that struck northern Japan last year, or 
the earthquake that ravaged Haiti in 2010, the Navy can 
deliver relief supplies and provide medical care. On any given 
day, the Navy has the ability to attack a terrorist camp, capture 
a pirate vessel and deliver emergency relief, all in different 
parts of the world. 

Our ready force also requires us to be smart about how we 
power our ships, aircraft and submarines. That's why the Navy 
is a leader in pursuing our warfighting advantage through 
innovation in energy. By 2016, the Navy will sail the Great 
Green Fleet, a carrier strike group composed of nuclear-
powered ships, hybrid electric ships running on biofuel and 
aircraft flying on biofuel. We have tripled our solar energy use 
and we are exploring wind, geothermal and hydrothermal 
power. 

These initiatives will give us a warfighting advantage. 
They may help avoid the next war altogether. 

A strong Navy is necessary to preserve the American way 
of life. Sailors who are highly trained, highly motivated and 
courageous make the Navy a premier force capable of meeting 
any challenge. 

This is the Navy America has today and needs in the 
future. 

Rear Admiral Mark Guadagnini is deputy commander for 
fleet management and chief of staff, U.S. Fleet Forces 
Command and is serving as the senior Navy representative 
during Sioux Falls Navy Week, July 19-28. 
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CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
7. Quick Turnaround For Stennis To Middle East 
(NAVY TIMES 16 JUL 12) ... Joshua Stewart 

The Navy is sending the carrier John C. Stennis to the 
Middle East much earlier than expected to keep two carriers in 
the region as civil war rages in Syria and Iran renews its 
threats to close the vital Strait of Hormuz. 

The Bremerton, Wash.-based carrier will deploy late this 
summer, four months earlier than previously scheduled, 
Pentagon spokesman George Little said Monday. 

It’s a quick turnaround for the sailors onboard: They 
returned home March 2 after seven months at sea that included 
operations in the Middle East. It’s also out of step with the 
Navy’s habit of balancing the amount of time a ship deploys 
with time at home. 

Little said the deployment was requested by Central 
Command chief Gen. James Mattis to limit the time during 
which there is only one carrier in the region. He said “a range 
of factors” was driving the early deployment, including the 
crisis in Syria, but would not elaborate. 

“This is an extension of capabilities in this particular 
region,” he said, adding that it’s no secret the Middle East is a 

contentious region with a “variety of challenges,” but it’s not a 
response to one particular country or one particular threat. 

Two carriers are currently in the region — the Enterprise 
in the Persian Gulf and the Abraham Lincoln in the Arabian 
Sea. The Lincoln is expected to return home in a month and 
will be replaced by the Eisenhower, which was in the eastern 
Mediterranean Sea last week and will soon enter the area. 

If the Stennis leaves as planned it will arrive in the area 
just in time to relieve the Enterprise, which is expected to 
return to Norfolk in the fall for decommissioning. 

CENTCOM has asked for an average of two carriers in its 
region at all times, but the Navy can only provide that for nine 
months of the year, and one carrier for the remaining time. 
Even so, that pace has stretched the carrier fleet to the greatest 
extent in a decade and led to longer deployments such as the 
Eisenhower’s current nine-month run. 

One of the reasons for this is the continuing standoff with 
Iran and Tehran’s threats to close the Strait of Hormuz, 
through with much of the world’s oil shipping flows. The 
Navy recently doubled its minesweeping capability in the 
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Persian Gulf as a means of deterring Tehran’s threats to close 
the vital waterway. 

At a June 27 news conference, Chief of Naval Operations 
Adm. Jon Greenert said the situation in the gulf had been 

“quiet” over the past two months. But on Sunday, Iranian 
parliament leaders renewed threats to close the vital waterway 
unless sanctions against their country are lifted. 
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8. Lincoln Carrier Strike Group Transits Suez, Enters 6th Fleet AOR 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 16 JUL 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Amanda L. Kilpatrick, USS Abraham Lincoln 
Public Affairs 

USS ABRAHAM LINCOLN, At Sea -- The Abraham 
Lincoln Strike Group transited the Suez Canal, July 16, 
departing the U.S. 5th Fleet area of responsibility (AOR) and 
entering the U.S. 6th Fleet AOR en route to the United States 
to complete an eight-month deployment. 

The strike group transited the Suez Canal after five 
months in the U.S. 5th Fleet AOR conducting maritime 
security operations, theater security cooperation efforts and 
combat flight operations in support of Operation Enduring 
Freedom (OEF). 

While in the 6th Fleet AOR, the strike group will conduct 
a full range of maritime operations and theater security 
cooperation efforts in concert with coalition, joint, interagency 
and other partners in order to improve maritime safety and 
security. 

"This team has worked long and hard in support of OEF 
and other NAVCENT (U.S. Naval Forces Central Command) 
initiatives over the last five months," said Rear Adm. Mike 
Shoemaker, commander, Carrier Strike Group (CSG) 9. "As 
we depart 5th Fleet and pass the baton to the Enterprise 
Carrier Strike Group, we are confident that they will continue 

our efforts, and we leave the AOR knowing we did everything 
in our power to promote security and stability in the region 
and to support our troops and forces on the ground in 
Afghanistan." 

The Suez Canal connects the Arabian Sea, where CSG-9 
was supporting OEF, with the Mediterranean Sea by way of 
the Red Sea. Enabling ships to sail between the Mediterranean 
and the Indian Ocean, it is one of the world's most heavily 
used shipping lanes. 

The Nimitz-class aircraft carrier USS Abraham Lincoln 
(CVN 72) is the flagship for CSG-9, which is also comprised 
of embarked Carrier Air Wing (CVW) 2, the guided-missile 
cruiser USS Cape St. George (CG 71) and Destroyer Squadron 
(DESRON) 9. 

Lincoln departed its homeport of Everett, Wash., Dec. 7, 
for a deployment to the U.S. 5th and 7th Fleet AORs. 
Following an upcoming port visit in the Mediterranean Sea, 
Lincoln will head for her new homeport of Norfolk, Va., 
where the ship will undergo a four-year periodic refueling 
complex overhaul. 
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9. Secretary Of The Navy Presents Awards To JMSDF Leaders 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 16 JUL 12) ... U.S. 7th Fleet Public Affairs 

YOKOSUKA, Japan -- The Secretary of the Navy 
(SECNAV) Ray Mabus awarded medals to two Japanese 
Maritime Self-Defense Force (JMSDF) leaders, July 16, 
during a ceremony aboard the U.S. 7th Fleet flagship, USS 
Blue Ridge (LCC 19). 

Mabus awarded JMSDF Vice Adm. Katsutoshi Kawano, 
commander in chief of the Self Defense Fleet, with the Legion 
of Merit. The Legion of Merit is the most prestigious non-
combat related military medal the United States can confer to 
a foreign military officer. 

Kawano was given the award to recognize his initiative to 
improve the interoperability between the U.S. Navy and the 
Maritime Self Defense Forces and his direction over JMSDF 
participation in more than 20 bi-lateral and multi-lateral 
exercises with the United States military. 

Mabus also awarded Command Master Chief Petty 
Officer Takenori Shimoyuse, command master chief of the 
Self Defense Fleet, with the Meritorious Service Medal. The 
medal was given in recognition of Shimoyuse's effort during 
Operation Tomodachi, the response to the March 11, 2011 
earthquake off the coast of Japan, and his initiative to broaden 
engagement activities with the U.S. Navy. 

"Over the past 50 years, we have met the challenges we 
have faced together, from countering piracy to missile defense 
to providing humanitarian relief during Operation 
Tomodachi," said Mabus. "Although we cannot know the 
challenges we will face in the next 50 years, we can be certain 

the men and women of the U.S. Navy will face them standing 
shoulder to shoulder with the Maritime Self Defense Force." 

Held aboard a forward-deployed, U.S. Navy ship in the 
heart of Japan's Kanagawa prefecture, the ceremony 
symbolized the close and enduring ties between the two 
countries. Participants said the ceremony made clear how 
generation after generation of military officers have worked so 
closely together in continuing the dynamic relationship 
between the U.S. Navy and JMSDF. 

"Vice Adm. Kawano and Fleet Master Chief Shimoyuse 
embody the cooperation and friendship that is so strong 
between our two great navies," said Vice Adm. Scott Swift, 
Commander U.S. 7th Fleet. "Whether we are participating in 
an exercise, coordinating operations, or planning for 
contingencies, their leadership ensures that our alliance with 
Japan is built on more than words; it is built on strong 
personal and professional relationships and actions that we 
take together each and every day." 

Kawano and Shimoyuse recognized the magnitude of the 
awards. Both expressed appreciation for their awards and 
mentioned how they value the opportunity to work with the 
United States Navy. 

"I am grateful to receive this award," said Shimoyuse. "I 
guarantee you, the U.S. Navy and JMSDF will continue to 
build on our brotherhood and our relationship will continue to 
grow even more important in the years to come." 
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10. Singapore, U.S. Forces Take Part In South China Sea Exercise 
(CHANNEL NEWS ASIA (SINGAPORE) 17 JUL 12) 

SINGAPORE -- The Republic of Singapore Navy (RSN) 
and the United States Navy (USN) are taking part in the 18th 
Singapore-U.S. Cooperation Afloat Readiness and Training 
(CARAT) exercise in the South China Sea from 17 to 27 July 
2012. 

The Republic of Singapore Air Force (RSAF), the United 
States Air Force (USAF), the United States Coast Guard 
(USCG) and the United States Marine Corps will also 
participate in this year's exercise. 

This year's exercise will focus on sharpening conventional 
maritime capabilities such as anti-air, anti-surface and anti-
submarine warfare, as well as maritime air operations. 

1,400 personnel from both countries are involved in this 
year's exercise. 

 The RSN and the RSAF are participating with seven 
ships, a submarine, a naval helicopter and seven 
aircraft. 

 The USN, USCG and USAF are participating with 
four ships, a submarine, three naval helicopters and 
six aircraft. 

 The SAF and the USN have conducted the CARAT 
series of bilateral maritime exercises annually since 
1995. 

Exercise CARAT aims to enhance interoperability and 
professional cooperation between the participating forces of 
Singapore and the U.S. 
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11. American, Vietnamese Doctors Perform Innovative Surgery During PP12 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 16 JUL 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Michael Feddersen, Navy Public Affairs Support 
Element West 

VINH, Vietnam -- American and Vietnamese doctors 
performed a Pacific Partnership medical-first aboard Military 
Sealift Command hospital ship USNS Mercy (T-AH 19) July 
14, during Pacific Partnership 2012's (PP12) visit to Vinh, 
Vietnam. 

Navy Urologist Lt. Cmdr. Sean Stoup and Vietnamese 
Urologist Dr. Bang Ngoe Le performed the innovative single 
incision laparoscopic case, the first of its kind to be performed 
during a humanitarian assistance operation, during a Subject 
Matter Expert Exchange (SMEE). 

Laparoendoscopic single-site (LESS) surgery is a 
technically advanced, minimally invasive surgical approach 
that has been shown to limit postoperative pain and minimize 
scarring. 

Stroup said the surgery was to remove a large 
symptomatic renal cyst, a fluid collection in the kidney. 

"The surgery was performed through a 2.5-cm incision 
hidden near the bellybutton using a telescopic camera and two 
long instruments," he said. "Through that one incision, we 
placed three trocars (used to create the pathways to the cyst) 
and were able to remove the cyst easily." 

Le said this was the first time he has performed an 
endoscopic surgery. 

"I learned a lot of new techniques working with Dr. 
Stroup," he said. "I hope I will be able to apply these 
techniques to the cases at my hospital, because this is a 
surgery technique my hospital plans to use in the near future." 

Stroup said the patient, a 72 year-old Vietnamese woman, 
recovered quickler than normal. 

"She recovered beautifully and was discharged home on 
the first post-operative day," he said. "She didn't experience 
any pain and only had a small incision around her 
bellybutton." 

Stroup said post-operation care has been made easy by 
working with Le because the doctor is able to coordinate 
follow-up care on patients - including this one- in case any 
problems arise. 

"I think it is right in line with the SMEEs during PP12," 
he said. "It was wonderful sharing ideas and talking about 
different techniques and operating together. 

"I feel fortunate that the Navy has enabled me to gain this 
additional training and be able to pass it on to our host nation 
physicians, so they can apply it where they are." 

Approximately 125 patients have already been selected 
for surgeries while Mercy is off the coast of Vinh, with more 
expected. 

Now in its seventh year, Pacific Partnership is an annual 
U.S. Pacific Fleet humanitarian and civic assistance mission 
U.S. military, host and partner nations, non-governmental 
organizations and international agencies designed to build 
stronger relationships and disaster response capabilities in the 
Asia-Pacific region. 
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12. Multinational Team Of Engineers Build Foundation To Outlast Typhoons, Floods 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 16 JUL 12) ... Communication Specialist 3rd Class Michael Feddersen, Navy Public Affairs Support Element 
West 

VINH, Vietnam -- A joint, multinational team of 
engineers completed the foundation and addressed flooding 
issues at a Vietnamese medical clinic as part of Pacific 
Partnership 2012 (PP12), July 14. 

The team of Vietnamese, Australian and U.S. military and 
civilian engineers are adding a roof, roof beams, trusses and 

external walls on top of the foundation, as well as expanding 
the current structure that has been damaged from years of 
flooding. 

"This building has had problems with flooding in the 
past," said Mayor Dang Dhai Yen. "It's exciting to think the 
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new building will be a stronger structure that will be able to 
withstand the flooding and typhoons in the area." 

Senior Chief Builder Todd Bernashe said the river in the 
background plays a large factor in the damages. 

"There is a river in the back that supplies some of their 
water," Bernashe said. "When the river floods, water pours 
over the wall and fills the whole site." 

To prevent future damage and ensure a longer-lasting 
facility, the team is encompassing a new site and new structure 
that is higher than the existing one. 

Bernashe said more than 130 cubic meters of fill was 
brought in to raise the site and fill in a large swamp area by 
the river, a common occurrence in Vietnam, which in turn will 
also hold back the water when it rises. 

Dang said the facility will have a major impact on the 
community. 

"This building is expected to help volunteers treat nearly 
twice as many patients as it could before," said Dang. "The 
clinic sees almost 2,000 people a month, so it is very 
important for the safety and health of our community." 

Bernashe said on top of the improvements in reducing the 
chances of flooding and other damages from natural disasters, 
the team is also providing fresh water capabilities. 

"The community does not have access to running water, 
so another thing we are doing is building a water collection 
system on the roof of the structure," he said. "The water that 
runs from the roof will be collected and dumped into a new 
water tank above the bathroom that will serve as an extra 
water supply for the clinic." 

Four rooms will also be added to the facility to help 
manage the large number of patients seen by the clinic. 

When completed, the building is expected to outlast the 
current 67-year-old structure. 

This PP12 project is part of an engineering civil action 
project that is designed to build lasting medical facilities for 
the Vietnamese community. 

Now in its seventh year, Pacific Partnership is a U.S. 
Pacific Fleet humanitarian and civic assistance mission U.S. 
military, host and partner nations, non-governmental 
organizations and international agencies designed to build 
stronger relationships and disaster response capabilities in the 
Asia-Pacific region. 
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13. Destroyer Oscar Austin To Deploy Wednesday 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 16 JUL 12) ... Cindy Clayton 

NORFOLK -- The guided-missile destroyer Oscar Austin 
will deploy from Norfolk Naval Station on Wednesday. 

The ship will head to the 6th Fleet area to conduct 
maritime operations, a Navy news release says. 

The Oscar Austin returned to Norfolk Thursday after 
participating in training exercises. The ship returned from its 
most recent deployment in December 2010. 

The ship is led by Cmdr. Charlos Washington. It was 
commissioned on Aug. 19, 2000 and is named for Marine 
Private First Class Oscar P. Austin who was awarded the 
Medal of Honor after he died saving an injured companion, 
according to the release. 

The destroyer is the first ship in the Flight IIA class 
equipped with the AEGIS Weapons Systems. 
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GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
14. U.S. Deputy Defense Chief To Visit Japan, Others From Tues. 
(KYODO NEWS 16 JUL 12) 

WASHINGTON -- U.S. Deputy Defense Secretary 
Ashton Carter will start a 10-day trip Tuesday to Asia, visiting 
Japan, South Korea and other countries in the region, the 
Pentagon said Monday. 

Carter is expected to discuss with Japan's senior defense 
ministry officials issues including the planned deployment of 
the MV-22 Osprey transport aircraft to the U.S. Marine Corps' 
Futenma Air Station in Okinawa Prefecture and reorganization 
of the U.S. forces in Japan, as well as China, which has been 
advancing maritime operations. 

"The purpose of the visit is to engage key allies and 
partners in detailed discussions on what the U.S. military's 
approach to the Asia-Pacific will mean in practice," Pentagon 
Press Secretary George Little said. 

During the trip, Carter will also visit Guam, where 
Okinawa-based Marines are planned to be transferred, and 
Hawaii, home of the U.S. Pacific Command. 

In South Korea, Carter is expected to exchange opinions 
with the country's defense officials on issues including the 
situation in North Korea. 
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15. Top Pentagon Official To Visit Korea 
(YONHAP NEWS AGENCY (S.KOREA) 16 JUL 12) ... Lee Chi-dong 

WASHINGTON -- U.S. Deputy Defense Secretary 
Ashton Carter will visit South Korea and other nations in the 
Asia-Pacific region later this month, the Pentagon announced 
Monday. 

Carter is scheduled to begin a 10-day trip on Tuesday to 
the strategically important region amid Washington's pivot 

toward Asia, according to Pentagon Press Secretary George 
Little 

His stops would include South Korea, Japan, India and 
Thailand as well as Guam and Hawaii, home of the U.S. 
Pacific Command. 
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"The purpose of the visit is to engage key allies and 
partners in detailed discussions on what the U.S. military's 
approach to the Asia-Pacific will mean in practice and how we 
can work more closely together to ensure security and 
prosperity in the 21st century" Little said at a press briefing. 

During his visit to Seoul on July 26, Carter is expected to 
discuss North Korea and Seoul-Washington alliance issues. 

It would be his first trip to South Korea since he was 
promoted to the current post late last year. 

Carter served as Under Secretary of Defense for 
Acquisition, Technology and Logistics from April 2009 until 
October 2011. 

During the Clinton administration, he worked as assistant 
secretary of defense for international security policy. 
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16. Freed From Shoals, Warship Heads Back To China 
(NEW YORK TIMES 17 JUL 12) ... Edward Wong 

BEIJING — A Chinese naval warship that ran aground in 
a chain of disputed islands near the Philippines successfully 
extricated itself and is on its way back to China, according to 
statement from the Chinese Defense Ministry. 

At the same time, 30 Chinese fishing vessels 
accompanied by a government ship have set sail for another 
shoal in the same island chain, the state news agency Xinhua 
reported. 

The presence of fishing vessels and warships from China 
and other nations in the disputed waters of the South China 
Sea are contributing to a rise in tensions across the region, as 
countries try defending their territorial claims by deploying 
various vessels. 

The grounded Chinese warship, with the aid of other 
naval ships and rescue teams, removed itself from Half Moon 
Shoal at 5 a.m. on Sunday, according to a statement posted on 
the Defense Ministry’s Web site later that day. The vessel had 
minor damage to the bow, none of the crew members were 
injured and no oil had been spilled, the ministry said. The ship 
had been on a patrol. 

The same day, Xinhua announced the journey of the 
flotilla of fishing vessels guarded by an official craft into the 
South China Sea, citing People’s Liberation Army Daily, the 
official newspaper of the Chinese military. 

Half Moon Shoal, about 60 miles from the province of 
Palawan in the Philippines, is in the resource-rich chain of 
islands, commonly called the Spratlys in English, that China 
claims as its own and calls the Nansha. But several Southeast 
Asian nations and Taiwan also claim territorial rights, and the 
disputes have become a continuing source of friction in the 
region. Vietnam and the Philippines have been the most vocal 
in opposing Chinese claims. 

Tensions between the Philippines and China became 
heightened this spring when both countries refused to recall 
fishing boats and government vessels from Scarborough 
Shoal, in the disputed area. A typhoon last month forced the 
Philippine ships to withdraw, but Chinese ships have remained 
in the area. 

That one of its naval warships ran aground was seen as an 
embarrassing accident for China. Officials from the 
Philippines have not protested the presence of the Chinese 
ship, but said they were investigating the episode. 

Global Times, a popular state-run Chinese newspaper 
with a nationalistic tone, published an editorial on Monday by 
Maj. Gen. Luo Yuan that chastised people for making “a big 
fuss” over “a minor incident.” Referring to the grounding of 
the naval vessel, he said, “Having problems during a normal 
period is way better than having problems during war.” 

China and Southeast Asian nations have been 
encouraging fishing vessels to ply the disputed waters in order 
to reinforce claims to the territory. Foreign analysts say the 
fishing vessels often coordinate with fisheries enforcement 
agencies, other maritime law ships and naval vessels to 
present a united front in the South China Sea. (The sea goes by 
different names among the competing countries — it is South 
Sea to the Chinese and East Sea to the Vietnamese, for 
example, while South China Sea is a Western designation.) 

On some Chinese maps, a line of nine dashes, sometimes 
called the cow’s tongue, encompasses the entire sea and 
delineates China’s territory. The original map was drawn up 
by officials of the Kuomintang, which ruled China before the 
Communist takeover of 1949, and the Communists have 
adopted the same map. 

But on occasion, Chinese Foreign Ministry officials have 
said China does not necessarily claim all the waters in the sea, 
but just the land features and the rights to exclusive economic 
zones off the land features. Some foreign analysts say that 
such claims encompass the vast majority of areas rich in 
potential oil and gas reserves and fisheries. 

Last week, an annual meeting of the Association of 
Southeast Asian Nations ended without any diplomatic 
statement being issued over the South China Sea. China has 
long said that the territorial disputes should be resolved in 
bilateral negotiations, not in a multilateral setting. Some 
diplomats in Phnom Penh, the capital of Cambodia, which 
hosted the conference, said that China pressured Cambodia, 
considered a close ally of China, to block moves by some of 
the other 10 participating nations toward issuing a united 
statement. 

One diplomat pointed to an article last week by Xinhua in 
which China’s foreign minister, Yang Jiechi, was quoted as 
thanking Cambodia’s prime minister for supporting China’s 
“core interests.” 
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17. Aegis Trials Complete For South Korean Destroyer 
(DEFENSE DAILY 17 JUL 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

The qualification trials for the Lockheed Martin-built 
Aegis Combat System on a second ship of a new class of 
South Korean destroyers were recently completed, the defense 
contractor said yesterday.” 

The trials aboard the Yulgok Yi I (DDG-992) took place 
off the coast of the U.S. Pacific Missile Range Facility 
(PMRF) in Kauai, Hawaii, and are the final tests of system 
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design, hardware and software integration, as well as ship 
construction and crew training.” 

"These trials validate Yulgok Yi I's Aegis Combat 
System, ship and crew and their ability to execute Combat 
System missions," Doug Wilhelm, a director of international 
programs at Lockheed Martin, said.” 

The Yulgok Yi I is the second of three of the Korean 
Destroyer Experimental (KDX-III) group of ships. The 

combat readiness evaluation included manned aircraft raids, 
electronic attack scenarios and live air-defense engagements.” 

The first KDX-III destroyer, Sejong the Great, deployed 
in 2009, Lockheed Martin said, adding the KDX-III ships are 
the largest in the world deploying the Aegis Combat System. 
Aside from the United States and South Korea, Australia, 
Japan, Norway and Spain also employ Aegis.” 
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18. Taiwan Tests New Weapons In China War Simulation 
Taiwan Tests Sub-Hunting Aircraft, Attack Copters In Drill 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 16 JUL 12) 

TAIPEI — Taiwan for the first time July 16 tested how a 
fleet of advanced submarine-hunting aircraft and attack 
helicopters would be utilized in the event of an attack by rival 
China, officials and media said. 

The weapons were included at the beginning of the five-
day "Han Kuang No 28" computer-aided war game — the 
biggest of the military's series of annual drills. 

The Defence ministry confirmed the drill started July 16 
but refused to provide further details. 

However, Taipei-based Liberty Times said, "The 
authorities will use the event to evaluate how Taiwan's defense 
capacities could be boosted after the military obtains the two 
weapons." 

The paper said Taiwan was expecting to receive six 
Apache AH-64D Longbow helicopters and six P-3C 
submarine-hunting aircraft from the U.S. next year. 

Washington agreed in 2007 to sell 12 refurbished P-3C 
Orion patrol aircraft, along with three nonoperational 
machines for spares, in a $1.96 billion arms deal. The P-3C 

fleet is intended to replace the island's aging S-2T anti-
submarine aircraft. 

Despite protests from Beijing, the Pentagon in 2008 
notified Congress of a $6.5 billion arms sale to Taiwan that 
included advanced interceptor missiles, 30 Apache attack 
helicopters and submarine-launched missiles. 

Ties with Beijing have improved since Ma Ying-jeou of 
the China-friendly Kuomintang party came to power in 2008 
on promises of ramping up trade links and allowing an 
increase in the number of Chinese tourists. 

But Beijing still refuses to renounce the use of force 
against Taiwan should it declare formal independence, even 
though the island has governed itself since the end of a civil 
war in 1949. 

This has prompted Taipei to keep modernizing its forces, 
with weapons mainly supplied by the U.S., despite a lack of 
official ties after Washington switched its diplomatic 
recognition from Taipei to Beijing in 1979. 
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19. Iranian Missile Threat Needs Updating, Lawmakers Say 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 16 JUL 12) ... Tony Capaccio 

Two top Republicans on the House Armed Services 
Committee are pressing Defense Secretary Leon Panetta to 
update the Pentagon’s assessment of Iran’s intercontinental 
ballistic missile program. 

Committee Chairman Howard McKeon of California and 
Representative Michael Turner of Ohio, head of the strategic 
forces subcommittee, asked Panetta in a letter today for an 
unclassified update before the committee completes work on 
an $8.2 billion Pentagon request to shift, or reprogram, fiscal 
2012 funds. 

“We write out of concern with the administration’s plans 
for missile defense, specifically, the continued sharp decline in 
the attention and resources invested in U.S. national missile 
defenses,” the lawmakers said. 

Pentagon spokesman Carl Woog said in an e-mailed 
statement that “the department will review the letter and reply 
to Chairman McKeon and Congressman Turner.” 

Former Defense Secretary Robert Gates, Panetta’s 
predecessor, said in September 2009 that the intelligence 
community “now assesses the threat of potential Iranian 
ICBM capabilities has been slower to develop than was 
estimated in 2006.” 

McKeon and Turner referred, as evidence of a potential 
shift in that assessment, to statements in the Pentagon’s latest 
unclassified report on Iranian military power sent to Capitol 
Hill this month. 

First among four sets of questions the lawmakers want 
answered in unclassified form: “Have key judgments about 
Iran’s efforts to develop ICBMs shifted since 2009? Does Iran 
now intend to develop an ICBM, if so, what is the earliest it 
could deploy such a capability?” 

The Pentagon’s latest Iran report said that “with sufficient 
foreign assistance, Iran may be technically capable of flight-
testing an ICBM by fiscal 2015,” language almost identical to 
a statement in an April 2010 report. 
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20. Pirate Attacks Down Off Somalia, Reducing Worldwide Numbers 
(LOS ANGELES TIMES 16 JUL 12) ... Emily Alpert 

Pirate attacks have plunged in the last six months as naval 
forces stepped up their efforts to stop Somali outlaws from 

hijacking boats, the International Maritime Bureau announced 
Monday. 
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But as attacks are thwarted at sea, experts say Somali 
pirates are simply turning to other forms of crime, a symptom 
of the deeper problems plaguing the chaotic and destitute 
country. 

Worldwide, 177 attacks were reported to the bureau 
between January and June, compared with 266 attacks the 
same time last year — a 33% drop in pirate attacks across the 
globe. The change is largely due to a dropoff in attacks by 
Somali pirates, who menace a vast stretch of waters from the 
southern Red Sea east into the Indian Ocean. 

The long coastline of Somalia offers pirates ample bases 
from which to operate, taking on ships passing through the 
narrow choke-point between Yemen and the east African 
coast. But their fortunes seem to have changed this spring: 
Somali pirates made only 69 attacks between January and June 
this year, less than half as many as during the same period last 
year, according to the maritime bureau report. 

The International Maritime Bureau credited the drop in 
attacks to international navies patrolling the dangerous waters 
and disrupting “mother ships” that supply smaller attack boats. 
Ships have also helped drive down the numbers by hiring 
armed guards for protection. 

“The naval actions play an essential role in frustrating the 
pirates. There is no alternative to their continued presence,” 
bureau director Pottengal Mukundan said Monday. 

Analysts believe increased efforts by local authorities in 
the Puntland region of northern Somalia to arrest pirates have 
also helped, though disrupting piracy seems to have pushed 
criminals onshore. Highway robberies and kidnappings 
reportedly have spiked in Puntland, a possible side effect of 
the crackdown. 

“This is the nature of the beast,” said Ken Menkhaus, a 
professor of political science at Davidson College who 
recently visited the region. “As long as you’ve got an 
enormous number of unemployed, heavily armed youth in a 
collapsed state, a certain number of them will find a way to 
make a living.” 

A leaked United Nations report on Somalia and Eritrea 
says pirates have adapted as they face more pressure at sea, 
switching to onshore kidnappings or marketing themselves as 
“counter-piracy experts” for ransom negotiations. Even at sea, 

they remain a grave threat, the bureau said. Eleven vessels 
carrying 218 people were still in Somali pirates' hands at the 
end of June, a sign of their continued muscle. 

Many analysts argue that to truly stamp out piracy, global 
powers must stabilize Somalia, an East African state dogged 
by chronic conflict and poverty. Somalis overthrew a military 
dictatorship more than 20 years ago, but opposing clans 
sparred over what to do next, leaving the country without a 
central government for years. Its transitional government has 
been derided as weak and dysfunctional. 

The leaked U.N. report bemoans rampant corruption and 
theft of taxpayer funds, with an estimated $7 out of every $10 
meant for the government going missing. Government 
officials have also colluded in the piracy problem, the report 
alleges, shielding a notorious pirate kingpin from prosecution. 

Meanwhile, “the international community is investing 
enormous resources to pursue and punish those at the bottom 
of the piracy pyramid — most of whom are impoverished, 
functionally illiterate youth who are easily replaced — while 
virtually guaranteeing impunity for those at the top of the 
piracy pyramid who bear greatest responsibility and profit the 
most,” the U.N. report says. 

Somali Prime Minister Abdiweli Mohamed Ali told the 
Associated Press the allegations were “absolutely and 
demonstrably false.” But the frailty of the transitional 
government has long been recognized, with its U.N. mandate 
due to end in August. Somali officials are now rushing to 
appoint a constituent assembly that will be tasked with 
choosing a parliament, which will in turn select a president. 

Though many critics argue that pouring money into 
patrolling the nearby seas is tackling the symptoms of Somali 
piracy, not its root causes, Menkhaus said redirecting that 
same money into creating jobs and development in Somalia 
could also backfire, rewarding “bad behavior” with foreign 
aid. 

While Somali piracy has dropped, attacks have escalated 
in the Gulf of Guinea off the coasts of Nigeria and Togo, the 
International Maritime Bureau found. Armed pirates in skiffs 
have attacked boats farther from shore, suggesting they are 
using fishing boats or other vessels to reach their targets. 
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21. Ministers 'Confident' Over Aircraft Carrier Fighter Planes 
(BBC NEWS 16 JUL 12) 

The government has said it is confident there will not be a 
second U-turn on the type of fighter planes to be used on the 
navy's new aircraft carrier. 

In May, the coalition said it was changing from its 
proposed "catapult and trap" planes to jump jets. 

But newspaper reports say problems with the U.S.-led 
Joint Strike Fighter project could force another change on the 
UK. 

However, Defence Secretary Philip Hammond said he had 
had reassurances at the "highest level" in Washington. 

In its defence review in 2010, the coalition announced 
that it was cancelling the previous Labour government's 
decision to purchase jump-jet version of the Joint Strike 
Fighter (the F35-B) and opt instead for the catapult and trap 
(F35-C) type, which required a different set-up on deck. 

But, in May this year, it performed a U-turn, saying it 
would revert to the F35-B, as costs had increased. It added that 
the price of this change of mind would amount to £100m. 

'Mothball' 
Now the Sun newspaper reports that another alteration is 

likely. It says the U.S. - which is leading the F35-B project - is 
likely to cancel its orders, as Washington struggles with a 
government debt crisis. 

The newspaper adds that this could force another change 
on the UK government. 

But Mr Hammond told MPs: "We've made a decision to 
revert to the Stovl [short take-off and vertical landing] system. 
We are quite confident of the delivery." 

He added: "We've had the highest-level discussions with 
U.S. officials who support the programme." 
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Fellow defence minister Nick Harvey said people 
"shouldn't believe everything" they read in the press, adding: 
"We have every confidence that it will come into service as 
planned." 

As part of its defence spending review in 2010, the 
government decided to "mothball" one of the two aircraft 

carriers, HMS Prince of Wales and HMS Queen Elizabeth, 
ordered by Labour. 

Abandoning the plan to fit the "catapults and traps" 
needed by the F35-C to one of the carriers while mothballing 
the other, opened up the possibility that both could eventually 
become operational, it argued. 
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22. Indian Aircraft Carrier Heads For Second Sea Trials 
(RIA NOVOSTI 16 JUL 12) 

MOSCOW -- The Indian Navy's newest aircraft carrier, 
the Vikramaditya, has headed into the Barents Sea for second-
stage sea trials, as part of its refit by Russia's Sevmash 
shipyard, Captain Vadim Serga of Russia's Northern Fleet 
information service said on Monday. 

The Vikramaditya, formerly the Soviet Union's Admiral 
Gorshkov, has finished a long-delayed refit for the Indian 
Navy at Sevmash on the Kola peninsula. The ship was 
extensively modified to undertake STOBAR (short takeoff but 
assisted recovery) operations with MiG-29K naval fighter 
aircraft, as well as receiving new air defense, communications 
and navigations systems. 

The Vikramaditya is currently successfully undertaking 
the second round of shipyard sea trials, during which the ship 
will test its main systems, main and secondary power systems, 
communications and navigation systems," Serga said. 

The ship is being operated by a Northern Fleet crew, 
many of whom have experience with carrier operations on the 
Russian Navy's Admiral of the Soviet Union Kuznetsov. Also 
on board are Sevmash shipyard specialists and Indian Navy 
officers. 

The crew includes Northern Fleet aviation personnel, who 
test the carrier’s radar systems, air defenses, communications 
and air direction systems. 

India and Russia signed a $947 million dollar deal in 2005 
for the purchase of the carrier, but delivery has already been 
delayed twice, pushing up the cost of refurbishing the carrier 
to $2.3 billion. 

The Vikramaditya - as the Admiral Gorshkov - was 
originally laid down in 1978 at the Nikolayev South shipyard 
in Ukraine, launched in 1982, and commissioned with the 
Soviet Navy in 1987. 

View Clip (RT: 1:28) 
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23. Strong RIMPAC 2012 Presence Signals Increased Canadian Interest In Pacific Region 
(OTTAWA CITIZEN 16 JUL 12) ... Lee Berthiaume 

OTTAWA — Against a backdrop of booming economic 
activity and underlying regional tensions, more than 1,400 
Canadian troops are participating in a massive U.S.-led 
military exercise in the Pacific this month. 

It’s not the first time Canada has been involved in the 
Rim of Pacific exercise, or RIMPAC, which has been held 
every two years since 1974. 

But this year’s iteration features the largest-ever 
contribution of Canadian military personnel and equipment — 
and is the first time Canadians have occupied senior leadership 
positions within the predominantly American operation. 

It’s also the latest in a string of efforts to project the 
Canadian Forces’ image into the Asia-Pacific region as 
Canada pursues economic opportunities amid an environment 
of simmering conflicts. 

“The security domain in the region is not very solid,” said 
retired rear-admiral Roger Girouard, who served as 
commander of the navy’s Pacific force until 2007. 

“The way to overcome these things is for more and more 
nations to be exerting their presence.” 

There is a growing sense that while the Pacific Rim has 
been the scene of extraordinary economic growth in recent 
years, China’s unquenchable thirst for energy and natural 
resources are causes for concern. 

“It raises these flashbacks to the rise of Japan before the 
Second World War,” said Girouard. 

“Japan went to war to secure its access to resources. I’m 
not saying that is what’s going to happen, but it is on the 
spectrum of possibilities.” 

China, which has emerged as the Asia-Pacific region’s 
military powerhouse, has already bumped up against a number 
of its neighbours over contested maritime boundaries and 
navigation rights. 

It is currently in a standoff with the Philippines over a 
tiny atoll in the South China Sea and has been involved in an 
increasingly tense back-and-forth with Japan over a string of 
uninhabited islands in the fish- and resource-rich East China 
Sea. 

Given the economic importance of the region and the size 
of the players involved, any conflict could have a major 
destabilizing impact that would be felt even by Canada. 

“Our interests are clearly in sustaining a peaceful and 
regular transit of goods from Asia,” said Brian Job, a defence 
expert at the Asia-Pacific Foundation of Canada. 

“There would be some spillover effects certainly for 
Canada should those economic routes be disrupted. The 
energy market would be in turmoil and trade would be 
dislocated. And more generally, you’d see an upset in 
relationships.” 

China has also been flexing its muscles in the Arctic, 
challenging assertions that the treasure trove of natural 
resources that lie below the ocean floor are the sole domain of 
northern nations. 

“They’re coming up into our Arctic saying, ‘These are 
international resources and this is the global commons,’” 
Girouard said. “These cause tensions.” 

The U.S. has already announced it is pivoting or 
rebalancing its military toward Asia, from the old Cold War-
era focus on Europe. 
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This has included posting marines in northern Australia 
for the first time, signing new defence agreements with 
Singapore and the Philippines, and basing 60 per cent of its 
naval forces in the region. 

While Canada isn’t about to deploy massive numbers of 
troops, ships and aircraft to the region, the Canadian Forces 
has made a number of inroads. 

During a three-country tour through East Asia in March, 
Prime Minister Stephen Harper announced Canada had signed 
an agreement strengthening military ties with Japan. 

Then, at the beginning of June, Defence Minister Peter 
MacKay attended a high-level Asia security forum in 
Singapore, where he talked about trying to “reconnect” 
Canada with “the Pacific community of nations.” 

MacKay also revealed that Canada was hammering out a 
logistics agreement with Singapore that would give the 
Canadian military a foothold in the region. 

“Clearly there’s a full-court press on the trade side, and 
this would be seen as complementary to that,” Job said of the 
Conservative government’s recent actions in Asia. 

“There’s a real co-ordinated effort to raise our profile.” 
What isn’t clear is the degree to which the Conservative 

government will commit the Canadian Forces to the region — 
and whether it will sustain the enhanced engagement. 

“The defence side of this (engaging Asia) is always going 
to be limited on the basis of our resources,” said Job. 

“It’s very, very difficult to suggest that there’s a rationale 
for any sustained military presence in the South China Sea 
area. But we certainly have taken steps that are quite in 
contrast to where we were a couple of years ago.” 

Broadcast Clip - Heading for RIMPAC 
(SUN NEWS 15 JUL 12)) 
Defence Minister Peter MacKay is on his way to join a 

number of Canadian Armed Forces personnel at the RIMPAC 
Exercise in Hawaii. 

View Clip (RT: 4:04) 
Return to Index 
 

24. Australian Navy Signs Up For Wave Power At Its Main Base 
(REUTERS 16 JUL 12) 

CANBERRA -- Australia's navy is seeking not only to 
rules the waves but to harness them, too, signing a power 
supply deal for its largest base with cutting-edge wave energy 
company Carnegie Wave, Carnegie said on Monday. 

Carnegie Wave has completed the first stage of its project 
based in Perth, the capital of Western Australia state, and 
expects to supply all the electricity generated from the project 
to the base, HMAS Stirling, from the end of 2013, the 
company said in a statement. 

Shares in Carnegie Wave, which also has a wave energy 
operation in Ireland, surged 34 percent to 5.1 Australian cents 
on the news. 

Submerged buoys use wave energy to pump pressurised 
water to onshore turbines, generating electricity. 

The company won a A$10 million ($10.2 million) grant 
earlier this year from Prime Minister Julia Gillard's 
government, which is keen to promote clean energy 
investment. 

"I am very pleased that we've been able to support the 
development of this world-leading technology ... through a 
new relationship between Carnegie Wave and our defence 
force," Gillard told reporters in announcing the deal in Perth. 

HMAS Stirling is named for a British Royal Navy captain 
who established the first European settlement in Western 
Australia in 1829. 
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PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
25. Commendation For Entire Boomer Fleet 
(NAVY TIMES 23 JUL 12) ... Sam Fellman 

The entire boomer fleet has earned the Meritorious Unit 
Commendation for four years of exceptional strategic missions 
– the first such award for the nation’s undersea deterrent. 

Chief of Naval Operations Adm. Jon Greenert signed the 
award, which is expected to be presented July 20 at 
ceremonies in Bangor, Wash., and Kings Bay, Ga., where the 
boomers are homeported, a spokeswoman said. 

Sailors who served aboard one of the 14 ballistic-missile 
submarines from July 16, 2007, to Jan. 28, 2011, will be 
eligible to wear the midlevel unit commendation, a unit award 
equivalent to the Bronze Star. 

During this time frame, these 14 boats “conducted over 
119 deterrent patrols,” said Submarine Force spokeswoman 
Cmdr. Monica Rousselow, who estimated 4,500 sailors are in 
the boomer fleet. 

In addition to these boomers, sailors assigned to 
Submarine Groups 9 and 10, Submarine Squadrons 17 and 20, 

and Naval Submarine Support Centers Bangor and Kings Bay 
are also eligible to wear the MUC. 

“Task Force 134 and 144 demonstrated high standards in 
day-to-day operations, in exercises, in training and every time 
they went to sea,” according to the citation, referring to the 
Bangor and Kings Bay task forces, respectively. Given the 
highly classified nature of strategic missions, the citation 
doesn’t provide any more details. 

In general terms, boomers deploy for three months at a 
time to positions around the globe, cloaked and ready to 
launch nuclear intercontinental ballistic missiles, a credible 
and fearsome threat designed to give other nations pause 
before attacking the U.S. 

The awards presentation will coincide with the 52nd 
anniversary of the service’s first submerged launch of a 
ballistic missile. 
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26. NPC's Fleet Engagement Team To Visit San Diego 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 16 JUL 12) ... Navy Personnel Command Public Affairs 

MILLINGTON, Tenn. -- Navy Personnel Command's 
(NPC) fleet engagement team is scheduled to meet with 
Sailors, families and leadership to discuss programs and 
initiatives affecting the career of 21st Century Sailors July 24-
26 in San Diego. 

"The visit is intended to help Sailors and command 
leadership understand current manpower issues and programs, 
as well as promote the professional and personal development 
of our Sailors," said Capt. Steven Holmes, director, 
community management branch, Bureau of Naval Personnel. 

The briefs will provide background on Navy force 
shaping initiatives and upcoming command and Sailor actions. 
In a leadership-only session following the all-hands briefs, the 
team will discuss efforts to address future manning issues in 
more detail. 

Officer topics include the selected early retirement board, 
the lateral transfer board, and the probationary officer 
continuation and designation board. Enlisted topics include 
Fleet Ride-Perform to Serve, enlisted community health and 
detailing and distribution. 

The fleet engagement team is composed of 
representatives from the NPC enlisted distribution division, 
officer and enlisted community management division and 
career management department. They will conduct all-hands 
briefs at Naval Base Coronado July 24, Naval Base San Diego 
July 25, and Naval Base Point Loma July 26. 

All Sailors, spouses, career counselors and command 
leadership teams are encouraged to attend. Sailors should 
contact their command career counselor for local briefing 
times and locations. 
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27. Backlash Builds As For-Profit Schools Rake In GI Bill Funds 
Critics warn that some for-profit schools mislead veterans, who use their taxpayer-funded GI Bill money on 
hugely expensive educations with bleak job prospects. 
(LOS ANGELES TIMES 16 JUL 12) ... David Zucchino and Carla Rivera 

WASHINGTON — After Moses Maddox left the Marine 
Corps in 2006, he took a sales job with the for-profit 
University of Phoenix, making up to 100 calls a day to 
persuade veterans to enroll using their GI Bill benefits. 

Only after he enrolled himself did the former corporal 
discover that the state university he wanted to attend didn't 
accept the nine course credits he'd earned at Phoenix. 

"Basically, I wasted my GI Bill benefits — just like a lot 
of other veterans I talk to," said Maddox, who until recently 
was a veterans benefits counselor at Palomar College in San 
Diego County. 

Phoenix, a giant among for-profit colleges, says it's 
responding to the needs of the veteran workforce, offering 
practical training and skills. 

But Congress, the White House and veterans groups — 
spurred by complaints from thousands of veterans like 
Maddox — are cracking down on for-profit schools that have 
raked in hundreds of millions of dollars in GI Bill benefits. 
They say the schools prey on veterans with misleading ads 
while selling expensive and woefully inadequate educations. 

Since the Post-9/11GI Bill took effect in 2009, eight of 
the 10 colleges collecting the most money from the program 
have been for-profit schools. The companies earned 86% of 
their revenue from taxpayer dollars in 2009, mostly GI Bill 
payments, according to Congress, with the top 20 for-profit 
education companies receiving $521 million in veterans' 
education funds in 2010. 

Yet taxpayers spend more than twice as much to educate a 
veteran at a for-profit school than at a public university. 
Congressional investigators say for-profit schools have far 
higher drop-out rates and loan interest and default rates than 
public universities, and credits earned at many for-profit 
schools don't always transfer to public schools. 

Veterans' groups say for-profit schools snare unsuspecting 
veterans with aggressive marketing, high-pressure sales calls 
and ads that falsely imply that their schools are exclusively 
approved for GI Bill benefits. 

"What veterans hear is the aggressive marketing that's 
selling a product that isn't real — and pretty soon their 
benefits are gone," said Tom Tarantino, a veteran and GI Bill 
specialist with the Iraq and Afghanistan Veterans of America, 
or IAVA. 

He acknowledges that some for-profit schools provide 
excellent educations and job training, but says many others 
don't. "These schools spend insane amounts of money on 
marketing but almost nothing on student services." 

The Military Veterans Education and Reform Act, 
introduced in Congress in March, would require schools to 
disclose graduation rates and default rates to prospective 
students. It also would compel the Pentagon to set up a 
centralized complaints process to address allegations of fraud 
or abuse. 

Another bill, the GI Educational Freedom Act, would 
require counseling for veterans who use educational benefits 
and would establish a tracking system to help ensure that 
schools provide quality educations. 

In April, President Obama issued an executive order 
requiring the Department of Veterans Affairs to trademark the 
term "GI Bill” to help prevent uses that deceive veterans. The 
order requires the 6,000 colleges that receive GI Bill funds to 
offer veterans "Know Before You Owe" literature that reveals 
what their educations will cost. 

Steve Gunderson, president of the Assn. of Private Sector 
Colleges and Universities, said that although some for-profit 
schools might be guilty of abusive marketing, most had been 
unjustly criticized. He said an industry task force was forming 
a self-regulating body to investigate allegations of abuse and 
to develop standards for educating veterans. 

"I think we're reaching an appropriate consensus between 
our schools, veterans' service organizations and government 
agencies," Gunderson said. 

The amount of taxpayer money at stake is enormous. The 
Pentagon will spend about $9 billion this year to educate some 
600,000 veterans. Since 2009, more than 1.1 million veterans 
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have applied to use GI Bill benefits, which cover tuition at 
public schools and up to $17,500 a year at private schools. 

"We cannot simply stand by while our service members 
and veterans are being targeted and aggressively recruited by 
for-profit colleges just looking to make a quick buck," said 
Sen. Tom Harkin (D-Iowa), a military veteran who chairs the 
Senate Health, Education, Labor and Pensions Committee. 

For the last two years, the committee has investigated 
veterans' complaints against for-profit schools. Such schools 
are run by private companies in pursuit of profits; public 
schools receive state funds and are nonprofit. Among the 
committee's findings: 

 For-profit schools account for 13% of all college 
students but receive 38% of GI Bill payments and 
account for 47% of all student loan defaults. 

 Taxpayers paid $4,642 to educate a typical veteran at 
a public college between 2009 and 2011, versus 
$10,441 at a for-profit school. 

 The two for-profit schools receiving the highest GI 
Bill payments — American Public Education and 
Bridgepoint Education — earned $133 million and 
$113 million last year in Pentagon tuition assistance, 
versus $31 million and $25 million for the top two 
public schools, the University of Maryland and the 
University of Texas systems, respectively. 

 Bachelor's degrees at for-profit schools cost far more 
than at public colleges: $88,000 at for-profit ITT 
Tech in Indiana versus $39,000 at Indiana University, 
for instance. 

 For-profit schools spend far more on sales, marketing 
and advertising than on educational support staff. 

U.S. Rep. Jackie Speier (D-Calif.), who introduced a 
House companion bill to a Senate measure that would require 
for-profit schools to reduce their reliance on GI Bill money, 
said such schools were gaming the system. 

"When these for-profits are taking taxpayer funds and 
attributing 22% to marketing, 37% to profit, and they have an 
abysmal 60-to-70% dropout rate — is this a good deal for 
taxpayers?" Speier asked. 

Gunderson acknowledged that for-profit schools spent 
more on marketing and advertising in order to attract older, 
nontraditional students. "It's not the captive student body of a 
high school counseling office," he said. 

Maddox said he was called an "enrollment counselor" at 
Phoenix but was basically a telemarketer and recruiter — "the 
kind of people I hang up on at night," he said. "We capitalized 
on peoples' fears and lack of knowledge." 

The University of Phoenix earned $196 million in veteran 
benefit payments between 2009 and 2011, according to 
Harkin's committee — including $45 million in California. 

Phoenix does not cold-call veterans or demand quotas 
from employees, said retired Col. Garland Williams, a 
Phoenix associate vice president. The company's "enrollment 

counselors" are retired military or military spouses who 
counsel prospective students to develop education plans that 
lay out costs and course credits, he said. 

"The conversation has to do with what are their goals in 
life, professionally and academically, and we try to see if 
we're a good fit for that," Williams said. 

Most Phoenix courses are nationally accredited, Williams 
said. He added that Phoenix awarded more than 12,000 
associate's, bachelor's and master's degrees to active-duty 
military, veterans and dependents last year through online 
education and at 200 locations. 

Tarantino of the IAVA says some veterans have thought 
they were earning nursing degrees from for-profit schools but 
actually received "nursing technology" degrees that employers 
did not accept. 

"One veteran got a degree in 'finance management theory,' 
but it wasn't the accounting degree he thought. He couldn't get 
an accounting job with it," Tarantino said. 

"We have millions of federal dollars going into an 
industry that largely doesn't have any control, any regulation 
and has nothing that helps veterans make solid educational 
decisions," he said. 

An IAVA website, NewGIBill.org, now warns of 
predatory tactics by for-profit schools and offers a guide to 
navigating complex GI Bill regulations. 

State lawmakers — and the courts — are getting involved 
too. 

In California, public universities are intensifying efforts to 
recruit veterans. VA teams are assigned, for instance, to each 
of Cal State's 23 campuses to coordinate veterans' financial 
aid, said Carolina Cardenas, the system's associate director of 
academic outreach. 

Between 2009 and 2011, California received more in VA 
educational benefits than any other state — $411 million for 
75,000 veterans at 604 institutions. 

In June, a marketing company based in California agreed 
to pay $2.5 million to 20 states and surrender its GIBill.com 
website to the VA. Attorneys general in the 20 states had 
accused QuinStreet Inc., based in Foster City, Calif., of 
steering unsuspecting veterans to its for-profit school clients 
via websites that appeared to be endorsed by the U.S. 
government or military. 

"These are not the good guys," Sen. Richard J. Durbin (D-
Ill.) said of for-profit schools after the settlement was 
announced. "What the for-profit schools are doing to students 
and their families across America is shameful. What they're 
doing to veterans is disgraceful." 

Christopher Ford, a former Air Force master sergeant, 
said he used GI Bill benefits for a $9,000 online engineering 
course at a for-profit school, only to discover that no employer 
would accept the training. 

"It was heavily marketed, so I took it," Ford said. "It 
sounded pretty good, but it turned out to be pretty predatory." 
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28. Troops’ Tax Break Meant For Low-Income Families 
(NAVY TIMES 16 JUL 12) ... Andrew Tilghman 

Thousands of troops — including many high-level 
officers — are pocketing extra cash each year by invoking a 

federal tax credit that was designed to help low-income 
families. 
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A recent study found as many as 90,000 troops who go 
overseas each year have used the combat-zone tax exclusion to 
not only avoid income taxes but to also appear, on paper at 
least, to be a low-income family who qualifies for the earned 
income tax credit, also known as EITC. 

On average, they receive about $2,500 a year. The 
refundable tax credit provides cash back from the federal 
government for people, especially those with children, who 
are employed but earn a very modest income. 

It is not available to families whose earnings exceed the 
annual cutoff. In 2011, that ranged from about $18,000 a year 
for a married couple with no children to about $44,000 for a 
married couple with three or more children. 

Experts say service members’ use of the deduction is 
perfectly legal; it’s a standard tactic used by accountants and 
automated accounting software. But when combined with the 
combat-zone tax exclusion, it creates an unusual quirk in the 
tax code that provides benefits to families with unusually high 
incomes. “The original intent [of the EITC] was to encourage 
people to work and help low-income families,” said Elaine 
Maag, a senior researcher with the Tax Policy Center at the 
Urban Institute in Washington, D.C. 

The extent of service members’ use of the EITC was 
outlined in a recent analysis by the Internal Revenue Service 
conducted as part of the Quadrennial Review of Military 
Compensation. About 89,000 troops used the EITC in 2005, a 
peak year for troop deployments and the only year detailed in 
the QRMC. While overseas deployments have slowed since 
then, it’s likely that tens of thousands of troops continue to 
claim the EITC each year. 

Congress and the Pentagon provide numerous financial 
incentives for troops who deploy overseas. But those 
incentives have evolved and expanded over the years so that 
the bulk of the benefits go to higher-ranking troops who are 
stationed in relatively safe areas far from combat operations. 

Congress should consider changing the laws for combat 
pay because the current version shows “little correlation 
between exposure to danger and compensation benefits,” 
according to the Pentagon-sponsored review released in June. 

For example, at least 2,000 officers in the paygrades O-4 
to O-6 received the EITC for an average of more than $2,000 a 
year. 

In other words, “The O-6, whose total compensation is 
about five times that of the E-4, can receive more in [EITC] 
than an E-4 stationed in the United States. This is incongruous 
because the [EITC] is supposed to be a social program to 
assist low-wage earners,” the QRMC report says. 

The QRMC recommended replacing the combat-zone tax 
exclusion with a simpler tax credit, a move that would 
eliminate the military’s use of the EITC. 

Access to the EITC for upper-income families is 
“definitely unique to the military,” Maag said. 

Any changes to the tax code would require approval from 
Congress, making it unlikely the EITC loophole for military 
service members will be closed anytime soon. 

“I don’t think there is anyone who wants to run a 
campaign against people who are stationed abroad in war. 
That is just politically untenable,” Maag said. “That is also 
why this kind of provision gets into the tax law: Who is going 
to argue with it?” 
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29. DoD May Expand Breadth Of Military Lending Law 
(NAVY TIMES 16 JUL 12) ... Karen Jowers 

Defense officials are considering broadening their 
interpretation of a law that placed a 36 percent interest rate cap 
on small loans to troops and their families. 

The 2007 Military Lending Act put certain limits on 
credit extended to military personnel for loans that aren’t 
secured by mortgages or by cars. But the Defense Department, 
in setting up the rules to implement that law, limited 
regulations to payday loans, vehicle title loans and refund 
anticipation loans. The DoD also limited the law to “closed-
end” loans — a single advance of credit over a fixed term. 
Open-end credit, including all credit cards, bank overdraft 
lines of credit and any open-end payday or vehicle title loans, 
are not restricted by DoD. 

A recent report from the Consumer Federation of America 
found that some car title lenders and Internet payday lenders 
are taking advantage of the limited definitions to skirt the law. 

Those findings echo what DoD officials have heard from 
the field, said Army Col. Paul Kantwill, director of the office 
of legal policy in the Office of the Undersecretary of Defense 
for Personnel and Readiness. Kantwill testified June 26 before 
the Senate Banking, Housing and Urban Affairs Committee. 

“While they concur that the act has largely stamped out 
the majority of abuses, they still report seeing payday loans 
and auto title loans charging more than the statutory cap on 
interest ... or lenders modifying products or procedures to 
avoid falling under that act,” he said. 

DoD will soon survey those in the field who work with 
military families on financial issues — such as financial 
counselors and attorneys — to learn more, Kantwill said. 

Asked about DoD’s original reasons for excluding open-
end credit, Kantwill said, “Everything that we do in the 
department and in this industry, I think, has to be balanced in 
making sure that we do have some accessibility to credit for 
people who may not otherwise qualify.” 

Before DoD makes any changes, it will publish an 
advance notice in the Federal Register to get feedback from a 
broad base of sources, Kantwill said. 

The question may be decided for DoD depending on what 
happens when the House and Senate confer on their versions 
of the National Defense Authorization Act later this year. The 
Senate’s version requires DoD to restrict open-end credit, as 
well as closed-end credit for payday loans, vehicle title loans 
and refund anticipation loans. 
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30. 99 Cape St. George Sailors Earn Surface Warfare Designation 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 16 JUL 12) ... By Ensign Lexi Dauernheim, USS Cape St. George Public Affairs 

USS CAPE ST. GEORGE, At Sea -- Ninety-nine Sailors 
from the Ticonderoga-class guided-missile cruiser USS Cape 
St. George (CG 71) qualified as Enlisted Surface Warfare 
Specialists (ESWS), July 13. 

Chief Cryptologic Technician Harold Allen, the ESWS 
coordinator for Cape, said this was a major milestone for the 
entire crew. 

"At the start of deployment, about 30 percent of the crew 
were qualified ESWS," said Allen. "Now, we're more than 60 
percent qualified. This means Cape can fly the silver ESWS 
pennant." 

Ships may fly the ESWS pennant when all eligible Sailors 
have either achieved their ESWS qualifications or are 
currently enrolled in the ESWS program. 

The ESWS qualification process is designed to provide 
Sailors with a broad range of operational knowledge across 
platforms throughout the ship. Sailors must show proficiency 
in 45 different subjects and conduct 22 walkthroughs of spaces 
and describes those areas of the ship to ESWS qualifiers. 
Spaces covered include the ship's bridge, engineering 
machinery rooms and the Combat Information Center (CIC). 

Once all of these steps are completed, candidates must 
pass a 200-question written exam and two verbal boards. First, 
they undergo a "murder board" led by first class petty officers, 
then a final board led by chief petty officers. 

"ESWS training is difficult, but it is very rewarding to see 
Sailors learn and take pride in being surface warriors," said 
Fire Controlman 1st Class Dylan Evjen, who helps conduct 

ESWS training in Combat Systems. "It isn't an easy process, 
especially my board, but when they're done, they can wear 
their pins with pride knowing they truly earned them." 

Cape also has an ESWS incentive program. When Sailors 
earn their ESWS qualifications, they are pinned by their 
ESWS mentors, recognizing those Sailors who spend their 
time teaching and training. 

In addition, divisions compete to see which of them can 
make the most progress in the program each week. Winners 
earn head-of-the-line privileges in the galley for the week. 

A division that is 100 percent qualified receives a plaque 
to post in their space. Currently, Cape has four such divisions, 
with many others just one or two Sailors away from earning 
their plaque. 

"I'm just doing my part to help my fellow Sailors get 
qualified," said Logisitics Specialist 2nd Class Jeremiah 
Edwards. "I think of it as returning the favor, since not too 
long ago, I was in their position." 

Cape's goal is to qualify 142 ESWS Sailors by the end of 
deployment, doubling the hull number of 71. 

Cape St. George is currently deployed as part of Carrier 
Strike Group (CSG) 9 with the Nimitz-class aircraft carrier 
USS Abraham Lincoln (CVN 72), embarked Carrier Air Wing 
(CVW) 2 and Destroyer Squadron (DESRON) 9. CSG-9 is 
deployed to the U.S. 5th Fleet area of responsibility 
conducting maritime security operations and theater security 
cooperation efforts. 
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31. Sailor Judges 2012 CrossFit Games 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 16 JUL 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Eddie Harrison, Navy Public Affairs Support 
Element West 

Carson,Calif. -- Logistics Specialist 1st Class (EXW/AW) 
Christopher Russell, attached to Maritime Expeditionary 
Security Squadron (MSRON) 2 at Norfolk Naval Shipyard, 
judged the Reebok CrossFit Games, July 13-15. 

The CrossFit Games, held annually since 2007, 
challenges athletes to various CrossFit-style exercises. 

Russell, after becoming a level 1 staff trainer for CrossFit, 
was invited to walk the floor of the Home Depot Center in 
Carson, Calif., as a head judge for the weekend of events. 

"I am thankful, blessed and honored to be invited out 
here," Russell said. "As a member of the Navy, I am here to 
represent everyone who wears the uniform regardless of what 
branch or service you are." 

Russell began participating in the CrossFit program on his 
own in 2005. With encouragement from his shipmates, he set 
his sights on becoming a CrossFit trainer. After achieving 
Level 1 and 2 trainer certifications, he was invited to intern to 
become a staff trainer for the CrossFit seminars. Russell then 
found himself with an invitation to judge this year's CrossFit 
Games. 

In Russell's view, events like these parallel the physical 
fitness area of the Secretary of the Navy's 21st Century Sailor 
and Marine Initiative. 

"One of the definitions of CrossFit is that it's a constantly 
varied functional movement done at high intensity," he 
explained. "The movements involved throughout the games 
are functional movements. They are movements found in 
everyday life, whether it's at work, in combat or at home." 

The initiative's physical fitness goal is to "move from a 
culture of testing to a culture of physical readiness by 
strengthening PRT requirements and providing better nutrition 
options" according to the 21st Century Sailor and Marine 
initiative's official website. 

Functional movements in the CrossFit program involve 
three modalities: weight lifting or lifting external objects 
outside your own body weight, moving your own body weight 
(gymnastics) and metabolic conditioning (running, rowing and 
swimming). 

"Throughout my experience with CrossFit, my chains of 
command have been very supportive," said Russell. "I do this 
outside of my Navy duties and responsibilities so I can better 
construct my programs, training and instructions." 

Return to Index 
 



 27

32. NOSC Greenville Holds Deployment Readiness Training 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 16 JUL 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Charles E. White, Navy Region Southeast Reserve 
Component Command Public Affairs 

GREENVILLE, S.C. -- Navy Operational Support Center 
(NOSC) Greenville, S.C., conducted Deployment Readiness 
Training (DRT), July 15, for potentially deploying Navy 
Reservists of northern South Carolina and their families. 

DRT, a requirement for imminent and voluntary 
deployers, consists of proactive education on all phases of 
deployment and the challenges associated with them. It 
provides the Sailor and the family with access to a myriad of 
resources and support programs available to them before, 
during and after a deployment. 

"In today's environment of mobilizations, the DRT 
affords our NOSC the opportunity to help better prepare our 
Sailors and their families by providing them with knowledge 
and resources," said Lt. Sidney Larson, NOSC Greenville 
commanding officer. "The training helps tie together the 
mobilization process allowing the Sailor and their family an 
easier transition from Reserve to active duty." 

Attendees were introduced to local representatives from 
military support agencies, programs and charities including 
the Veteran's Administration, Operation Military Kids, 
Military One Source, American Red Cross, Fleet and Family 
Support Center. Youth Extension Service (Project Y.E.S.), a 
grant and partnership between the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture and the DoD that provides communication, 
leadership, team building and diversity training to military 
kids, held a day camp for the attending children. 

Ensign Andrea Briggs of NOSC Greenville hopes to be 
deployed next year, so she brought her husband to receive the 
training. 

"There was a lot of good information," Briggs said. "My 
husband was able to refresh his knowledge, and I learn 
something new every time I go through it." 

The DRT program has undergone many changes over the 
years, most recent changes have been made in accordance 
with the Navy Reserve Warrior and Family Support Programs 
Instruction, COMNAVRESFORINST 1342.1A dated Nov. 10, 
2011. In the past, the training was an annual requirement for 
all Navy Reservists; however, to increase relevancy of training 
and to eliminate redundancy, the personnel requirement was 
reduced to only those who might need the training more 
immediately. Instead of every 12 months, personnel now have 
18 months to repeat the training. Other changes include limits 
to the types of organizations allowed to attend the training and 
funding restrictions. 

More than 100 people attended the NOSC Greenville's 
DRT, though only a small percentage of them are scheduled to 
deploy in the near future. Because DRT is conducted on a 
Reserve drill weekend it is also offered to non-deploying 
drilling Reservists and their families, eliminating the need 
repeat the training ahead of schedule. 
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33. Helo Squadron XO Fired For Sexual Comments 
(NAVY TIMES 16 JUL 12) ... Gidget Fuentes 

SAN DIEGO — The executive officer of a helicopter 
squadron was removed from his post Sunday for making 
inappropriate comments to a subordinate, a Navy spokesman 
said Monday. 

Cmdr. Alan C. Aber, the second in command of 
Helicopter Maritime Strike Squadron 71, was fired for 
misconduct after Rear Adm. Charles Gaouette determined 
Aber had violated the Navy’s policy on sexual harassment, 
said Lt. Aaron Kakiel, a Naval Air Forces spokesman in 
Coronado, Calif. 

Aber appeared at admiral’s mast before Gaouette, who 
commands Carrier Strike Group 3 aboard the aircraft carrier 
John C. Stennis, which is training at sea. 

Aber’s firing came after Cmdr. Todd Glaser, HSM-71’s 
commanding officer, began an investigation into an allegation 
that Aber made “inappropriate comments to a single member 
of the squadron,” Kakiel said. “It’s relatively recent that the 
event occurred,” he added. 

The squadron’s XO since June 2011, Aber had been 
slated to take command of the squadron this year. But now the 
officer is temporarily reassigned to Helicopter Maritime Strike 
Wing-Pacific in San Diego, awaiting his next assignment. A 
replacement has not yet been determined. 
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FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
34. The Democrats Play Hardball 
(POLITICO 16 JUL 12) ... John Bresnahan and Manu Raju 

President Barack Obama and congressional Democratic 
leaders enter the final stretch of the legislative year prepared 
to play hardball: They refuse to budge on the looming defense 
cuts and expiring Bush-era tax cuts. 

The Democratic hard line — asserted by Obama at a 
private Oval Office meeting with senior party leaders last 
week — is based squarely on the belief that Republicans will 

cave on taxes because the GOP has far less leverage than it did 
after its resounding success in the 2010 elections. 

Obama told Democratic leaders he would refuse to 
entertain any talk about separating $550 billion in defense cuts 
from the overall $1.2 trillion in across-the-board spending 
reductions set by law to kick in next year — despite repeated 
demands from GOP leaders and the Pentagon to do so. The 
president reiterated there will be no compromising on 
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extending Bush-era tax breaks for U.S. families that earn more 
than $250,000 annually. 

And Democrats are confident that voters will punish 
Republicans for the economy-shaking consequences if no deal 
is reached. 

The tough tactics, embraced by Senate Majority Leader 
Harry Reid (D-Nev.), House Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi 
(D-Calif.) and their top lieutenants, reflect the Democrats’ 
desire to stiffen their negotiating position with Republicans 
and quash speculation that they will cave — as they did when 
they extended the Bush tax cuts for two years after being 
routed two years ago. 

In line with the White House stance, Reid and Senate 
Democratic leaders circulated a one-year, $272 billion tax cut 
plan late last week that would keep the current rate for 
individuals earning up to $200,000 annually and families 
earning up to $250,000. If Reid can line up support for the 
proposal — which the Nevada Democrat is confident he can 
do — the Senate could vote on it as early as next week. The 
House is set to vote on a full extension of the Bush tax cuts the 
following week. 

“Let’s skip the unnecessary drama, the needless delays 
and all the partisan posturing, and let’s just do the right thing 
for the people who sent us here to serve,” Obama said in his 
weekly radio address on Saturday. 

But the Democrats’ stated refusal to bend comes at a huge 
risk. If neither side blinks, the resulting blow to the economy 
next year could be enormous. And Democrats could face just 
as much — if not more — blame from voters. 

What ultimately happens on the year-end “fiscal cliff” 
will be dictated by which party wins the November election. 
And in the lame-duck session of Congress, the election-year 
posturing could very well give way to post-election deal 
making. 

Still, with less than six months away until that deadline, 
the White House and Democratic congressional leaders 
believe Republicans must reverse their steadfast opposition to 
new taxes in order to get a deal. Obama told Democrats that if 
he wins in November, he’d expect Republicans to deal on his 
party’s terms, sources say. 

The tougher negotiating posture on extending Bush tax 
cuts is being greeted warmly by Democrats in both chambers. 
Yet, there are also mixed feelings about the defense cuts, 
particularly among House Democrats sensitive to defense 
industry concerns. Defense Secretary Leon Panetta has also 
said such drastic cuts would be “devastating” to national 
defense. 

“Defense contractors are starting to make employment 
decisions and send layoff notices to people now, which is very 
destructive,” said New Jersey Rep. Rob Andrews. “I would 
hope we could do something about this in September … I 
think waiting until December is not very smart.” 

Sen. John McCain (R-Ariz.) is leading talks in the Senate 
to try to find a bipartisan resolution to head off the defense 
cuts and said senators must make significant progress before 
the August recess or the effort could be in serious jeopardy. 
McCain downplayed Obama’s threat to veto any attempt to 
“decouple” the defense cuts from reductions in domestic 
spending. 

“I really do believe that the president understands that he 
can’t do what his own secretary of defense says would be 
‘devastating,’” McCain said in an interview. 

Sen. John Cornyn (R-Texas) faulted Reid and Obama for 
using the impending Pentagon cuts as leverage in the tax cut 
fight, though Republicans used similar tactics during last 
summer’s mega-fight over boosting the U.S. debt limit. 

“This is the most predictable crisis one can imagine,” 
Cornyn said. 

But Obama and Democratic leaders say they’d be willing 
to consider altering the defense cuts if Republican leaders 
strike a deal to replace the cuts with some tax increases. 

Privately, White House officials have suggested that 
delaying the sequester could be an option for congressional 
Democrats, but they made clear they do not want to pursue 
that approach, sources say. 

House Speaker John Boehner (R-Ohio) and Senate 
Minority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-Ky.) — along with their 
top GOP lieutenants — made clear Friday that they oppose 
delaying the sequester and prefer to replace it with cuts to 
other domestic spending programs. 

Still, the message that Obama sent privately is being 
echoed loud and clear on Capitol Hill, particularly by Reid. He 
reiterated in a letter to Republicans on the House Armed 
Services Committee last week that GOP leaders have to “stand 
up to rigid ideologies” and compromise on taxes before he 
will consider rolling back the defense cuts. 

As part of the 2011 Budget Control Act, roughly $55 
billion will be slashed from defense programs every year over 
the next decade. In addition, across-the-board domestic 
spending cuts will be triggered, though Social Security and 
Medicaid will be spared. And Medicare cuts are capped at 2 
percent with cuts aimed squarely at the providers rather than 
the health benefits for the elderly. 

Because the budget law spares some programs backed by 
Democrats and hits a major Republican priority — defense — 
Democrats believe they have far more leverage on the matter. 
And the same holds true on the tax issue. Democrats believe 
times have changed since 2010: The economy isn’t in as bad 
shape, and public sentiment has shifted in their favor — 
against continued tax breaks for the top 2 percent of wealthiest 
Americans. 

“That was 2010; we aren’t going to do that again,” said 
Michigan Rep. Sander Levin, the top Democrat on the tax-
writing Ways and Means Committee. 

Asked if that meant the Bush tax cuts could expire for all 
income groups and for capital gains and dividends, Levin said: 
“If [Republicans] continue to have their feet in cement instead 
of open minds, I think that’s where we’re headed.” 

Oregon Sen. Jeff Merkley said Democrats should “stick to 
our guns” and not buckle on the tax issue. 

Andrews added: “If [Republicans] want to explain to their 
base why they permitted a $3 trillion income tax increase and 
a $500 billion defense cut, let them do it.” 

But with so much at stake, some Democrats think their 
leadership — along with Republicans — will be forced to give 
in ahead of the year-end fiscal cliff given the risks to the U.S. 
economy. 

“As we get closer,” said Senate Budget Chairman Kent 
Conrad (D-N.D.), “I think pressure is going to build.” 
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35. DoD Acquisition Chief: Pentagon, Lockheed Still Working On F-35 Deal 
(DEFENSE NEWS 16 JUL 12) ... Marcus Weisgerber 

The U.S. Defense Department and Lockheed Martin are 
still trying to iron out a deal for 32 F-35 Joint Strike Fighter 
aircraft, the Pentagon’s top weapons buyer said. 

Frank Kendall, the undersecretary of defense for 
acquisition, technology and logistics, said he is “hopeful that 
we’re in the endgame” of the negotiations, which have been 
under way since last year. 

While he refused to discuss the details of the talks, he said 
the two sides are getting closer to an agreement. 

One reason for such a lengthy negotiation is the use of 
new Pentagon pricing data. 

DoD officials, have developed a so-called “should-cost” 
estimate made up of data from the previous four batches of F-
35s purchases. These figures have been used to develop a 
“bottoms-up cost estimate based on that previous history,” 
Kendall said. 

“We started negotiations on the government side with a 
very well-documented set of costs, called the should-cost, and 
then we were able to compare that to the bid that we received, 
item-by-item, line-by-line,” Kendall said during a July 16 
meeting with a small group of reporters in his Pentagon office. 
“Going through and trying to resolve the differences has been 
the process that has taken so long.” 

After these negotiations conclude, “we’ll be in a very 
good place to go ahead and negotiate for future lots,” he said. 

Vice Adm. David Venlet, the F-35 program manager, said 
in March that the Pentagon hoped to strike a better deal with 
Lockheed over prior order despite plans to purchase 179 fewer 
jets over the next five years. 

Some Sequestration Details 
The Pentagon believes that sequestration — mandatory 

across-the-board spending cuts set to go into effect in January 
— will not impact every acquisition contract. 

Kendall said the sequestration would apply to funding that 
is not yet obligated. 

“The reduction assigned to acquisition programs is based 
on the unobligated funding at the time sequestration goes into 
effect,” he said. “In general, this reduction will be applied to 
funds not yet on contract. 

“A small subset of acquisition programs — some R&D 
[research-and-development] contracts, incrementally funded 
ships, multiyear contracts — are funded year by year, so they 
are on contract, but not all the funding is obligated up front,” 
he added. 

Kendall, like many other DoD leaders, called on Congress 
develop a plan to advert the defense spending cuts, which are 
expected to total nearly $500 billion over the next decade. 

“The investments accounts are going to be hit hard,” 
Kendall said, referring to the research-and-development and 
procurement budgets. 

“What we’re trying to send is a very, very strong message 
that sequestration is just an unacceptable outcome, it’s 
completely unnecessary,” he said. “There’s no reason why it 
should occur and Congress simply has to act to avoid it and 
we’re hopeful that they will.” 

Pentagon officials say will not preparing for sequestration 
and will not until the White House Office of Management and 
Budgets provides them planning instructions. 
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36. Lockheed Martin Completes Sensor Test Of Anti-Ship Missile 
(DEFENSE DAILY 17 JUL 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

Lockheed Martin has completed the first flight tests of the 
sensors for target detection, classification and recognition as 
part of the development of the Long Range Anti-Ship Missile 
(LRASM), the company said yesterday.” 

The testing of the sensor suite took place off the coast of 
Florida using a modified Sabreliner business jet and was 
conducted at varying speeds and altitudes. Lockheed Martin 
said the tests met the objectives designed for the sensor suite 
as well as its integration with missile electronics.” 

"This is a tremendous step toward integrating the LRASM 
subsystems and getting the missile into additional flight 
testing," Mike Fleming, Lockheed Martin's LRASM program 
manager, said in a statement.” 

Testing remains on schedule and "all-up-round" flights 
tests are scheduled for early next year, Fleming said.” 

The sensor suite consists of a radio-frequency sensor to 
detect ships in the area, a weapon data link for communication 
with battlefield managers and an electro-optical seeker for 
positive target identification and precise targeting during the 
terminal phase of flight. The missile also has an enhanced 
digital anti-jam Global Positioning System to detect and 
destroy specific targets within a group of numerous ships at 
sea.” 

Lockheed Martin is developing the missile in conjunction 
with the Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency 
(DARPA) and the Office of Naval Research (ONR).” 
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BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
37. Navy Comes Home To The River City 
(KXTV ABC SACRAMENTO 16 JUL 12) ... Madelyn Vacheron 

SACRAMENTO, CA - The River City was one of 15 
selected cities where America's Navy will "come home" in 
2012, giving area residents an opportunity to meet Sailors and 
learn about the Navy's capabilities and relevance to national 
security. 

The U.S. Navy conducts Navy Weeks across the country 
to show Americans the return they receive for their substantial 
investment in America's Navy. During a Navy Week, the 
Navy conducts a variety of outreach events (approx. 75+) in a 
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metropolitan area, sharing the Navy story with as many people 
as possible. 

 The Navy plans to include the following elements in 
Sacramento Navy Week 2012: 

 Navy Band musical performances 
 Admirals and other senior Navy leaders, who will 

engage with local corporate, civic, government and 
education leaders 

 Navy simulator and other interactive displays 
 Visits to area schools 
 Community service projects and events with local 

sports franchises 
 Visits with local veterans 

Commemoration events for Bicentennial of the War of 
1812 and The Star Spangled Banner will occur throughout the 

year, recognizing America's Navy for keeping the sea free for 
more than 200 years. 

Other cities hosting a Navy Week in 2012 are: Phoenix; 
New Orleans; Nashville, Tenn.; Spokane, Wash.; Baltimore; 
Boston; Sioux Falls, S.D.; Milwaukee; Chicago; Toledo, Ohio; 
Cleveland; Detroit; Buffalo, N.Y.; and Houston. 

View Clip (RT: 0:50) 
Broadcast Clip – Navy Week - Explosive Ordinance 

Disposal Bomb Squad Team 
(KTXL FOX SACRAMENTO 16 JUL 12) Alisa Becerra 
Alisa Becerra Talks to LTJG Daniel Glenn about the 

Seeking/Disposal Robot. 
View Clip (RT: 3:14) 
Broadcast Clip – Navy Week – Navy Bomb Squad 
(KTXL FOX SACRAMENTO 16 JUL 12) Alisa Becerra 
LTJG Daniel Glenn demonstrates a bomb suit. 
View Clip (RT: 3:08) 
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38. USS California Sailors Participate In Navy Week Sacramento 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 16 JUL 12) ... Lt. Cmdr. Jennifer Cragg, Commander, Submarine Group 2 Public Affairs 

SACRAMENTO, Calif. -- Four Sailors from USS 
California (SSN 781) will participate in Navy Week 
Sacramento in Sacramento from July 16-22. 

During Navy Week Sacramento, the USS California 
Sailors will take part in a myriad of activities to include 
mentoring middle school students attending a Sacramento 
children's summer program; meeting with Boys and Girls 
Scouts of America, and participating in a Caps for Kids event 
at the Shriners Hospitals for Children in Sacramento. 

One of the four Sailors representing USS California hails 
from San Diego and looks forward to returning to his home 
state. During their visit to California the Sailors will bring, not 
only awareness of the Navy, but also about the submarine 
force and the attack submarine they serve on. 

"It's an honor and a privilege to represent the California in 
Sacramento, as well as the command, the submarine force and 
the United States Navy," said Culinary Specialist First Class 
(SS) Joseph Kelley. 

Kelley, who was an Eagle Scout, added that he looks 
forward to meeting and mentoring the Boys and Girls Scouts 
of America during the Navy Week. 

Additionally, the Sailors will volunteer with the 
Sacramento Food Bank & Family Services. According to their 
website, the food bank provides free emergency goods and 
services to 15,000 men, women and children each month. 

Information Technician Submarines (SS) First Class 
Robert Richardson of Dallas, Texas, who was selected as the 
senior Sailor of the year for USS California in 2011, is looking 
forward to represent the submarine during the Navy Week 
Sacramento. 

"Namesake visits, especially during a Navy Week are a 
great opportunity to connect with the state, but also the 
citizens of California to provide awareness of the capabilities 
of our Navy," said Richardson. 

Two of the other Sailors, Electrician's Technician Seaman 
Austin Shogren, of Texas, enlisted into the Navy in 2010 and 
Machinist's Mate Third Class (SS) Tyler Phelps, of Alabama 
enlisted into the U.S. Navy in 2009, were handpicked to 
participate in the namesake visit. 

"I couldn't believe it when I first heard I was going to 
represent USS California during the Navy Week," said 
Shogren. "I was honored to have been selected." 

The Navy conducts approximately 15 Navy Weeks each 
year. During a Navy Week celebration, the Navy conducts a 
variety of outreach events in a metropolitan area for one week, 
to share the Navy story with as many people as possible. 

California is the seventh Navy ship, and first submarine, 
to be named in honor of the people of the Golden State. The 
most recent USS California was a nuclear-powered guided 
missile cruiser (CGN 36) that was in service from February 
1974 to July 1999. 
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39. Navy Week To Mark War Of 1812 Bicentennial 
(TOLEDO BLADE 16 JUL 12) 

An upcoming Navy Week event next month in Toledo 
will have dual purposes: to celebrate the bicentennial of the 
War of 1812 and to inform Toledoans about the Navy and 
what it does, a top naval officer said during a news conference 
today. 

“This is special this year, because it is a commemoration 
of an event that is special in our heritage,” Rear Adm. Gregory 
Nosal, commander of Carrier Strike Group Two based in 
Norfolk, Va., said in Promenade Park before touring docks 

and facilities to be used when a flotilla of vessels calls on 
Toledo from Aug. 23 through Aug. 26. 

The War of 1812 is generally under-taught in American 
history classes, the admiral said, and was a key point in history 
when the United States established itself as a strong and 
prosperous nation. The Battle of Lake Erie was pivotal to its 
outcome and represented “a rebirth of the United States 
Navy,” he said. 

Toledo is one of six Great Lakes cities that will host a 
Navy Week this year. Visiting Toledo will be the USS 
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DeWert, the USS Hurricane, the U.S. Coast Guard Cutter 
Mobile Bay, the historic U.S. Brig Niagara, and the Royal 
Canadian Navy HMCS Ville de Quebec. 

Events will be held throughout Toledo to mark the 
occasion, starting Aug. 20, three days before the ships’ 
ceremonial procession into Toledo Harbor on the 23rd. 
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40. USS Miami First Responders Honored 
(PORTSMOUTH (NH) HERALD 16 JUL 12) 

PORTSMOUTH — Firefighters from numerous Seacoast 
New Hampshire fire departments were honored Monday by 
their U.S. senators for their bravery in fighting the fire aboard 
the USS Miami on May 23. 

Sens. Jeanne Shaheen and Kelly Ayotte spoke before a 
group of about 40 firefighters and other first responders at 
Prescott Park Monday. 

They also presented the departments with a copy of a 
Senate Resolution passed unanimously last month honoring all 
the firefighters who responded that day. 

It took more than 100 firefighters from many area and 
New England departments more than 10 hours to bring the fire 
aboard the Miami under control. The Mimi was at the 
Portsmouth Naval Shipyard for an overhaul when the fire 
occurred in the forward compartment. 

Shaheen and Ayotte both talked about the courage of 
fighting a fire under incredibly difficult conditions. 
Firefighters when down to the sub in 15-minute shifts, 
encountering black and toxic smoke that rendered them unable 
to see. 

In fact, said acting shipyard commander Cmdr. James 
Kalowsky, the fire aboard the Miami was “the most significant 
event ever experienced at the shipyard.” 

“The efforts of the rank and file firefighters” from area 
towns, who were not trained to fight a sub fire “were 
astounding and in many cases heroic. We’re blessed beyond 
measure” to have Seacoast-wide fire response teams, said 
Kalowsky. “We’re honored to be part of the Seacoast family.” 

The two senators, who came to the shipyard within days 
of the fire, said they were stunned by what they heard. 

“Listening to thoes stories was really amazing,” said 
Shaheen, who said there were 75 rotations down into the sub 
that night. “I can’t imagine what it was like — the dense 
smoke, the heat, the fumes from burning insulation. It’s 
incredible no one lost their lives. The smoke was so thick they 
couldn’t see in front of them.” 

“It’s just incredible what firefighters did on May 23, not 
only from New Hampshire but from throughout New England 
as they came together as a team,” said Ayotte. “It reminds us 
not only of what they did on May 23 but of the difficult job 
that first responders have every single day.” 

Ayotte said she looks forward to the day when the USS 
Miami can be rebuilt, as it and all the Navy’s submarines are 
“critically important to national security.” 

And she reminded the firefighters that the Senate 
Resolution is not just from New England’s senators, but “this 
is a commendation from the United States of America.” 

The Seacoast New Hampshire departments receiving a 
copy of the resolution Monday include Dover, Greenland 
Hampton, Lee, New Castle, Newington, Pease Air National 
Guard, Portsmouth, Rollinsford, Rye and Somersworth. 

Portsmouth Assistant Chief Steve Achilles said he 
appreciated both senators honoring the local firefighters. 

“It’s important. We worked extremely hard that night. It 
was one of the Seacoast fire departments’ shining moments,” 
he said. 

“Some folks say they’re heroic,” said Dave Lang, 
president of the Professional Firefighters of New Hampshire. 
“Our guys say they were just doing their job.” 
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41. Saying Thanks With Lobster For Military Service 
Annual dinner for vets, active-duty personnel brings 500 to sub base 
(NEW LONDON DAY 16 JUL 12) ... David Collins 

GROTON -- For volunteer lobster chef Timothy Grills, 
serving up 500 free lobster dinners to active and retired 
military and their families on Sunday was just another big 
event in a food-filled summer. 

A couple of weeks ago, for instance, there was the 
clambake at the beach at the Eugene O'Neill Theater Center in 
Waterford, were Grills helped serve up 80 authentic, cooked-
in-the-sand shore dinners. 

Then, last weekend, it was OpSail, and for the opening 
night dinner, Grills fed 500 at an event in Niantic that included 
the crews of the Coast Guard barque Eagle and a 600-foot 
Navy warship. 

The following night he did a lobster dinner for 250 people 
on New London's Waterfront Park, with a backdrop of 
fireworks. 

Next up: A reception for 100 at home, in honor of his 
daughter's new master's degree. 

On Sunday, Grills was busy supervising eight gas-fired 
boiling pots set up lakeside at the Naval Submarine Base, 

steaming cauldrons for which all the mussels, corn and 
lobsters for the day were destined. 

The smell of steamed mussels wafted out over the lake 
beach, while music from two bands that donated their time for 
the afternoon filled the air. 

Grills, a former New London restaurateur who is now 
director of nutrition services, including 1,400 meals on wheels 
a day, for Thames Valley Council for Community Action, was 
among 60 volunteers who helped serve up Sunday's lobsters. 

Grills has been a part of the event since it began four 
years ago. The founder of the dinner - organized as an 
appreciation to the military - gives the chef credit for pulling it 
off year after year. 

"He's the first person I went to when we had the idea to 
start this," said Sean Coleman, general manger of Grossman's 
Seafood of Route 184 and West Mystic, which sponsors the 
event. 

The lobster fest, which has an appropriately military title - 
Operation Lobster Dinner - is also a fundraiser. 
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All the money raised from sponsors and donors that isn't 
used for food and drink goes to a local nonprofit dedicated to 
helping veterans go to work when they complete their time in 
the service. 

Called Work Vessels for Veterans, it was started by John 
Niekrash, a lobsterman who originally had the idea of 
providing boats that veterans could use to start careers. But it 
has evolved to include cars, laptops and other things to help 
the transition vets to careers. 

Niekrash said Sunday the lobster event has been the 
organization's principal fundraiser, with the total raised over 
the years now approaching $30,000. 

Another familiar face at the annual lobster dinner tradition 
is U.S. Rep. Joe Courtney, who, by coincidence, attended the 
same grammar school as Niekrash. Courtney has been at the 
lobster dinner every year. 

On Sunday, he complimented the submarine base, which 
last year began providing the lake site for the dinner. 

The base, Courtney suggested, is always at the front of his 
agenda, and not just for lobsters and military appreciation 
events. 

"We have to fight for it every single day," he said about 
the base. 

The speeches Sunday, which preceded the dinner bell, 
were very short. 

In his brief moment at the microphone, Grills gave 
instructions on how everyone was to line up, table by table, for 
a trip through the lobster buffet line. 

And then Operation Lobster Dinner proceeded with 
appropriate precision. 
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42. More Than 100 Students To Participate In NUWC Summer Programs 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 16 JUL 12) ... NUWC Division Newport Public Affairs 

Newport, R.I. -- Naval Undersea Warfare Center 
(NUWC) Division Newport is providing a summer of 
opportunities for more than 100 students to participate in a 
variety of science, technology, engineering, and mathematics 
(STEM) related programs. 

Under the supervision of NUWC Newport's scientists, 
mathematicians and engineers, students will explore 
everything from basic research to underwater robotics. 

"NUWC Newport is a major participant in the U.S. 
Navy's efforts to raise interest among American students in the 
STEM disciplines," said Capt. Todd Cramer, NUWC 
Newport's commander. "We sponsor after-school and club 
programs at area schools throughout the school year as well as 
a vibrant summer STEM program." 

Forty-five students entering grades six, seven, and eight 
will participate in three undersea summer camps designed to 
be fun while including the study of the physics of underwater 
vehicles. Each one-week session culminates with students 
building, testing and operating Sea Perch remotely-operated 
underwater vehicles. 

Forty-four high school students from NUWC Newport's 
Educational Partnership schools in Newport, Middletown and 
Portsmouth, R.I., and from New Bedford, Mass., will work in 
the paid Undersea Technology Apprentice Program (UTAP). 
UTAP apprentices focus their studies on electrical engineering 
and physics, especially buoyancy and hydrodynamics. The 
program provides an engineering design lab experience during 

which the students build and re-engineer an underwater 
vehicle and then test it against each other's designs. 

The Science and Engineering Apprentice Program 
(SEAP), sponsored by the Office of Naval Research (ONR), 
provides an opportunity for high school students age 16 and 
over to work at NUWC for eight weeks during the summer. 
Another paid apprenticeship program, SEAP provides 24 
students an opportunity to participate in research while 
furthering their education through mentoring. The goal is to 
interest students in pursuing science and engineering careers. 
Focus areas include a broad range of varying research across 
NUWC Newport, from underwater vehicles to towed array 
systems 

"Almost three quarters of the 2,800 people who work here 
are classified as scientists or engineers," said Mary 
Wohlgemuth, technical director for NUWC Newport. "We 
need to ensure there will [be] STEM professionals in the years 
ahead to meet the technical needs of tomorrow's Navy." 

NUWC Division Newport, part of the Naval Sea Systems 
Command, is one of two divisions of the Naval Undersea 
Warfare Center. NUWC Division Newport's mission is to 
provide research, development, test and evaluation, 
engineering and fleet support for submarines, autonomous 
underwater systems, undersea offensive and defensive 
weapons systems, and countermeasures. NUWC's other 
division is located in Keyport, Wash. 
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43. Whales, Somehow, Are Coping With Humans’ Din 
(NEW YORK TIMES 17 JUL 12) ... William J. Broad 

Perhaps we can save the whales — or at least their 
hearing. 

Scientists have long known that man-made, underwater 
noises — from engines, sonars, weapons testing, and such 
industrial tools as air guns used in oil and gas exploration — 
are deafening whales and other sea mammals. The Navy 
estimates that loud booms from just its underwater listening 
devices, mainly sonar, result in temporary or permanent 
hearing loss for more than a quarter-million sea creatures 
every year, a number that is rising. 

Now, scientists have discovered that whales can decrease 
the sensitivity of their hearing to protect their ears from loud 
noise. Humans tend to do this with index fingers; scientists 
haven’t pinpointed how whales do it, but they have seen the 
first evidence of the behavior. 

“It’s equivalent to plugging your ears when a jet flies 
over,” said Paul E. Nachtigall, a marine biologist at the 
University of Hawaii who led the discovery team. “It’s like a 
volume control.” 
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The finding, while preliminary, is already raising hopes 
for the development of warning signals that would alert 
whales, dolphins and other sea mammals to auditory danger. 

Peter Madsen, a professor of marine biology at Aarhus 
University in Denmark, said he applauded the Hawaiian team 
for its “elegant study” and the promise of innovative ways of 
“getting at some of the noise problems.” But he cautioned 
against letting the discovery slow global efforts to reduce the 
oceanic roar, which would aid the beleaguered sea mammals 
more directly. 

The noise threat arises because of the basic properties of 
seawater. Typically, light can travel for hundreds of feet 
through ocean water before diminishing to nothingness. But 
sound can travel for hundreds of miles. 

The world’s oceans have been getting noisier as 
companies and governments expand their undersea activities. 
Researchers have linked the growing racket to deafness, tissue 
damage, mass strandings and disorientation in creatures that 
rely on hearing to navigate, find food and care for their young. 

The danger has long been a political football. In 2008, the 
Supreme Court heard a lawsuit by the National Resources 
Defense Council against the Navy over ocean noise; the court 
ruled that naval vessels had the right to test sonar systems for 
hunting submarines. But environmentalists saw a tacit victory 
in getting the nation’s highest court even to consider the health 
of sea mammals in a debate over national security. 

The latest development took place at a research facility 
off Oahu — at an island where the opening shots of 
“Gilligan’s Island” were filmed. 

Scientists there are studying how dolphins and toothed 
whales hear. In nature, the mammals emit sounds and listen 
for returning echoes in a sensory behavior known as 
echolocation. In captivity, scientists taught the creatures to 
wear suction-cup electrodes, which revealed the patterns of 
brainwaves involved in hearing. 

The discovery came in steps. First, Dr. Nachtigall and his 
team found the animals could adjust their hearing in response 
to their own sounds of echolocation, mainly sharp clicks. The 
scientists then wondered if the animals could also protect their 
ears from incoming blasts. 

The team focused on a false killer whale named Kina and 
sought to teach her a conditioned behavior similar to how 
Pavlov taught dogs to salivate upon hearing a bell. 

First, the scientists played a gentle tone repeatedly. Then 
they followed the gentle pulse with a loud sound. After a few 
trials, the warning signal alone caused Kina to decrease the 
sensitivity of her hearing. 

“It shows promise as a way to mitigate the effects of loud 
sounds,” said Dr. Nachtigall, founding director of the Marine 
Mammal Research Program at the University of Hawaii. 
“People are generally very excited about it.” 

In May, Dr. Nachtigall and his colleagues presented the 
findings to acoustic scientists and groups meeting in Hong 
Kong, including the Acoustical Society of America. The team 
cited the protective deafening as a potential way to help sea 
mammals cope with noisy blasts from naval sonars, civilian 
air guns and other equipment. 

In the future, the team plans to expand the research to 
other species in captivity and ultimately to animals in the wild. 
“We have a problem in the world,” Dr. Nachtigall said of the 

oceanic roar. “And we think the animals can learn this 
response very rapidly.” 

Scientists unconnected to the mammal research called it 
important. “It’s a big deal,” said Vincent M. Janik, a 
prominent marine biologist at the University of St. Andrews in 
Scotland. In an e-mail, he said it revealed a rare ability among 
the planet’s creatures. 

Carl Safina, president of the Blue Ocean Institute, a 
conservation group in Cold Spring Harbor, N.Y., called the 
discovery a potential window into what sea mammals may 
already do on some occasions to protect their hearing. 

“I’ve sometimes wondered why these high intensity 
sounds don’t cause problems all the time,” he said in an 
interview. “Maybe it’s that, once the animals hear something 
very loud, they can adjust their hearing — dial it down and 
protect themselves.” 

Scientists say the extraordinary hearing of sea mammals 
evolved to compensate for poor visibility beneath the waves 
and to take advantage of the unique qualities of seawater. 
Sound travels five times faster than in air and undergoes far 
less diminishment. 

The heads of whales and dolphins are mazes of resonant 
chambers and acoustic lenses that give the animals not only 
extraordinary hearing but complex voices. The distinctive 
songs of humpback whales appear to be sung exclusively by 
males seeking mates. 

In recent decades, scientists have linked the human 
cacophony to reductions in mammalian vocalization, which 
suggests declines in foraging and breeding. And the problem 
is poised to get worse: In May, the Navy disclosed draft 
environmental impact statements (Atlantic and Pacific 
operations) that said planned expansions could raise the 
annual hearing losses among sea mammals to more than one 
million. 

Zak Smith, a lawyer with the Natural Resources Defense 
Council, recently called the new estimates “staggering.” 

A question of science, Dr. Nachtigall said, is whether the 
levels of protective deafening found in Kina can be increased. 
The team plans to study the auditory response in such species 
as bottlenose dolphins and beluga whales before trying it on 
wild populations. 

The big political hurdle is financing, he said. Federal 
support for the sea mammal research has declined in recent 
years, and industry is only starting to show interest in the 
finding. 

“I’m pulling in money where I can,” he remarked. Dr. 
Nachtigall said the research was costly because sea mammals 
need high levels of care. 

But he called it revealing and rewarding. “When it comes 
to whales and sound,” Dr. Nachtigall said, “we’re just starting 
to understand.” 

New Dimension To Environmental Debate 
In September 2002, more than a dozen beaked whales 

beached themselves in the Canary Islands. Rescuers tried to 
water down the stranded animals and keep them cool. But all 
of them eventually died. 

Nearby, NATO naval forces were testing sonar devices 
meant to detect an enemy’s submarines, and public knowledge 
of the deaths eventually came to strengthen suspicions of a 
link between whale distress and loud ocean noises. 
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The theory is that the mammals seek to escape the roar of 
the deep, rush toward the surface and in some cases end up 
stranding themselves. (Beaked whales look like oversize 
dolphins and are poorly understood because they dive 
extraordinarily deep and can stay beneath the waves for more 
than an hour before coming up for air.) 

For decades, environmentalists have worked to reduce the 
undersea din — usually with little success, given the growing 
industrialization and militarization of the oceans. They have 
filed lawsuits and waged letter-writing campaigns, including a 
recent petition that asks the United States Navy to drop its 
testing of underwater sound equipment. 

The discovery by biologists in Hawaii that whales can 
decrease the sensitivity of their hearing to protect their ears 
from loud noise adds another dimension to the debate. 

Michael Jasny, a senior policy analyst with the Natural 
Resources Defense Council, which is based in New York, 
called the Hawaiian research fascinating and said he hoped it 
would prove effective in protecting whale hearing from such 
threats as military sonar. 

But he characterized the finding as a work in progress that 
posed many unanswered questions. 

“A lot more work needs to be done,” he said in an 
interview. “Could it be replicated in the wild? It’s a huge 
question.” 

Even if whales could learn to pre-emptively desensitize 
their hearing, Mr. Jasny said, that would address only a 
relatively small part of the oceanic noise problem.“It’s 
important to understand that it’s limited,” he said of the 
proposed method. “It won’t be a silver bullet.” 
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44. Navy Officials To Discuss 19 Clean-Up Sites 
(FLORDIA KEYS NEWS 16 JUL 12) ... Adam Linhardt 

Representatives from the Navy will meet with community 
members this week to discuss 19 sites on Navy property or 
property the Navy gave to the city of Key West that require 
environmental cleanup or monitoring. 

The annual Restoration Advisory Board meeting takes 
place at 7 p.m. Wednesday at the DoubleTree Grand Key 
Resort in Key West and is open to the public. 

"The Navy has a long history in Key West and past 
chemical handling and disposal practices were much less 
stringent than today, so there are areas on Naval Air Station 
(NAS) Key West and our former properties that require 
environmental cleanup action under the Navy's Environmental 
Restoration Program," said NAS Key West Commanding 
Officer Capt. Patrick Lefere in a prepared statement. "The 
purpose of the program is to reduce risk to human health and 
the environment from any contamination remaining on Navy 
property from historical activities." 

The Navy has been holding the annual meetings since 
1995. 

According to maps provided by the Navy, 11 of the areas 
are on Boca Chica Key, five are on NAS Key West annexes 
and three are on Truman Annex, which was part of the city's 
Base Realignment and Closure process (BRAC). 

"The BRAC sites are areas that once were Navy property, 
but given to the city of Key West as part of the BRAC 
process," said Ed Barham, environmental director for NAS 

Key West. "Basically, we want to make the community aware 
of what we're doing to clean these sites." 

Residents may want to take particular note of the area 
known as the "Oval" at Truman Waterfront, in which soil tests 
in 2009 indicated PCBs that exceeded allowable levels. 

"We removed that dirt, brought in clean dirt and replanted 
it with grass," Barham said. 

A BRAC representative will be present to discuss that 
project as well as other clean-up efforts at Truman Annex, part 
of which remains under Navy control and ownership. The 
Navy will also discuss the continued clean up of the fuel farm 
on Trumbo Point, which includes the large fuel containers that 
fuel fighter jets, Barham said. 

Workers found soil there contaminated by petroleum and 
have been replacing the dirt there as well and continue to 
monitor the site, Barham said. 

The Restoration Advisory Board is also seeking more 
public, non-Navy representatives, Barham said. 

Copies of all the official Environmental Restoration 
Program documents are available at the Monroe County 
Library at Fleming and Elizabeth streets in Key West. They 
are located in the local and state historical department there. 

The meeting will be open to the public and free parking 
will be available. For additional information contact the NAS 
Key West Public Affairs at 305-293-2027. 
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NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
45. Law Of The Sea Treaty Now Dead, Demint Says 
(WASHINGTON TIMES 16 JUL 12) ... Kristina Wong and Sean Lengell 

The United Nations Law of the Sea Treaty now has 34 
senators opposed to it and thus lacks the Senate votes needed 
for U.S. ratification, a key opponent of the treaty announced 
Monday. 

But the treaty’s main Senate proponent denies the treaty is 
sunk, saying plenty of time still exists to win support before a 
planned late-year vote. 

The Law of the Sea Treaty, which entered into force in 
1994 and has been signed and ratified by 162 countries, 
establishes international laws governing the maritime rights of 

countries. The treaty has been signed but not ratified by the 
U.S., which would require two-thirds approval of the Senate. 

Critics of the treaty argue that it would subject U.S. 
sovereignty to an international body, require American 
businesses to pay royalties for resource exploitation and 
subject the U.S. to unwieldy environmental regulations as 
defined. 

The list of treaty opponents has been growing, and on 
Monday, Sen. Jim DeMint, South Carolina Republican and a 
leader of efforts to block it, announced that four more 
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Republicans have said that they would vote against 
ratification: Sens. Mike Johanns of Nebraka, Kelly Ayotte of 
New Hampshire, Rob Portman of Ohio and Johnny Isakson of 
Georgia. 

“With 34 senators against the misguided treaty, LOST 
will not be ratified by the Senate this year,” Mr. DeMint said 
in a statement on his website. 

This head count of treaty opponents — if the number 
stands — would make it impossible to reach the 67 votes 
needed to ratify the pact, which Sen. John F. Kerry, 
Massachusetts Democrat and Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee chairman, plans to bring to a vote. 

But Mr. Kerry’s office dismissed Mr. DeMint’s tally, 
saying that vote counts taken months before a proposed vote 
are “just a snapshot of where our politics are in this instant.” 

“No letter or whip count changes the fact that rock-ribbed 
Republican businesses and the military and every living 
Republican secretary of state say that this needs to happen, 
and that’s why it’s a matter of ‘when’ not ‘if’ for the Law of 
the Sea,” Kerry spokeswoman Jodi Seth said. 

Ms. Seth said the senator decided long ago to delay 
requesting a vote on the treaty until after the November 
elections because “right now we’re in the middle of a white-
hot political campaign season where ideology is running in 
overdrive.” 

“That’s why Sen. Kerry made it clear from Day One that 
there wouldn’t be a vote before the election and until 
everyone’s had the chance to evaluate the treaty on the facts 
and the merits away from the politics of the moment,” she 
said. 

Proponents of ratification argue that member nations are 
establishing rules of the sea that the U.S. would have to adhere 
to without a vote. They also argue that by ratifying the treaty, 
the U.S. would protect its claims and rights to mine America’s 
continental sea shelves and offshore waters for natural 
resources without interference from other countries or other 
entities. 

Without ratification, U.S. energy companies won’t have 
the security they need to invest in exploring those areas for 
resources, supporters say. 

The influential U.S. Chamber of Commerce supports the 
treaty, saying it would be a boon to the U.S. economy by 
providing domestic companies “the legal certainty and 
stability they need to hire and invest.” 

“At any given time, hundreds of U.S. flag ships and ships 
owned by U.S. companies rely on the freedom of navigation 
rights codified in the treaty while crossing the world’s 
oceans,” said chamber President and Chief Executive Thomas 
J. Donohue, testifying last month before the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee. “While we can always rely on the U.S. 
Navy to ensure lawful passage of U.S.-flagged and owned 
ships, it only makes sense to join with the international 
community in establishing and protecting lawful passage on 
the high seas.” 

Treaty opponents say the Navy and merchant fleet do fine 
now and for decades previously without the pact’s freedom-
of-the-seas guarantees. They also say the treaty seeks to 
transfer wealth from U.S. companies exploiting energy 
resources to poorer, landlocked countries — setting a 
dangerous precedence for wealth distribution. 

Mr. Portman and Mrs. Ayotte, in a joint letter Monday to 
Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid, Nevada Democrat, said 
that “after careful consideration” they concluded the treaty 
isn’t in the U.S. national interest. 

“Proponents of the Law of the Sea Treaty aspire to 
admirable goals, including codifying the U.S. Navy’s 
navigational rights and defining American economic interests 
in valuable offshore resources,” the senators wrote. “But the 
treaty’s terms reach well beyond those good intentions.” 

Mr. Kerry held three hearings this year on the treaty. 
The first hearing brought together a rare joint appearance 

by Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton and Defense 
Secretary Leon E. Panetta, as well as Army Gen. Martin E. 
Dempsey, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, who testified 
in favor of ratifying the treaty. The second hearing brought 
together six four-star military officers, who also testified in 
favor of ratifying the treaty. 

At the third, former Defense Secretary Donald H. 
Rumsfeld testified against the treaty. 
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46. Kerry Predicts GOP Will Cave To Oil Industry On Law Of The Sea Treaty 
(THE HILL 16 JUL 12) ... Julian Pecquet 

The Senate champion of the United Nations's maritime 
convention declared himself unfazed Monday by reports that 
opponents have garnered enough Republican opponents to kill 
the Law of the Sea Treaty if it ever comes up for a vote on the 
floor. 

The conservative Heritage Foundation, which is leading 
the fight against the treaty on the grounds that it would violate 
U.S. sovereignty, declared victory after 34 Republicans vowed 
to oppose it, depriving Democrats of the two-thirds majority 
needed to pass a treaty. 

But Senate Foreign Relations Committee Chairman John 
Kerry (D-Mass.) vowed to continue pushing the treaty and 
hold a vote after the November election, predicting that 
Republicans would cave to industry groups and the Navy, who 
back treaty provisions. 

"Senator Kerry has been here long enough to know that 
vote counts and letters are just a snapshot of where our politics 

are in this instant, and it's not news to anyone that right now 
we're in the middle of a white hot political campaign season 
where ideology is running in overdrive,” Kerry spokeswoman 
Jodi Seth said in a statement. “That's why Senator Kerry made 
it clear there wouldn't be a vote before the election and until 
everyone's had the chance to evaluate the treaty on the facts 
and the merits away from the politics of the moment.” 

She went on to predict that the broad coalition lined up in 
favor of ratification will win out in the end over what treaty 
advocates say are misinformed concerns. The U.S. Navy says 
it needs the treaty to effectively keep the peace in places such 
as the South China Sea where competing sovereignty claims 
risk igniting a war, and the oil-and-gas industry says it can't 
risk drilling in the potentially lucrative outer continental shelf 
if the United States doesn't sign on to the treaty and guarantee 
its claims. 
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“No letter or whip count changes the fact that rock-ribbed 
Republican businesses and the military and every living 
Republican Secretary of State say that this needs to happen, 
and that's why it's a matter of 'when' not 'if' for the Law of the 
Sea,” she said. “The Chamber of Commerce, and the oil and 

gas and telecommunications industries are some of the most 
effective in this town because they stick to their guns and 
they've been unequivocal about the need to get this done. 
They'll keep at it, and we will continue the work of answering 
questions and building the public record.” 
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47. Survey: Most Americans Support Defense Cuts 
(NAVY TIMES 16 JUL 12) ... Rick Maze 

A new survey shows a large majority of Americans 
support cutting defense spending, including military personnel 
costs. 

While they don’t support cutting military pay raises, they 
do want to raise Tricare and pharmacy fees, slow down growth 
in tax-exempt allowances, and cut military retirement benefits, 
according to a survey of 665 adults conducted by the Program 
for Public Consultation, the Center for Public Integrity and the 
Stimson Center. 

Overall, 76 percent of those surveyed — 90 percent of 
those in Democratic congressional districts and 67 percent of 
those in Republican congressional districts — believe the 
defense budget should be cut, with those in Republican 
districts proposing an average 15 percent reduction and those 
in Democratic districts proposing an average 28 percent cut, 
said Steven Kull of the Program for Public Consultation. 

Only 4 percent of those in Democratic districts and 15 
percent of those in Republican districts wanted to increase 
military spending. 

Asked how much could be cut, those surveyed said, on 
average, strategic and nuclear forces could be cut by 27 
percent, ground forces by 23 percent, the Navy by 20 percent 
and the Air Force by 19 percent, Kull said. 

Matthew Leatherman, a Stimson Center analyst, said 
there is a widely held belief that Democrats want to cut the 
defense budget and Republicans want to increase it. “It 
doesn’t seem to be true,” Leatherman said. “That has not been 

substantiated by the evidence. After the election, this is why 
you are likely to see additional cuts in the defense budget.” 

A key reason for the strong support for defense cuts, said 
R. Jeffrey Smith of the Center for Public Integrity, is the 
widespread belief that there is significant waste in the defense 
budget. Eighty percent of those in Republican districts and 86 
percent in Democratic districts held that view. 

One of the questions asked was about cutting military 
personnel costs. On average, those in Republican districts 
supported a $74 million cut in personnel funds while those in 
Democratic districts supported a $124.4 million reduction. 

There were some differences. For example, 52 percent of 
those in Republican districts, but only 38 percent of those in 
Democratic districts, supported doubling the Tricare health 
insurance premiums for military retirees under age 65. 

However, 62 percent of people in both Democratic and 
Republican districts expressed approval for making military 
families and retirees pay more for prescription drugs, and 64 
percent from both parties supported slowing growth in tax-free 
military food and housing allowances, something they were 
told would save $6 billion a year. 

Fifty-five percent of those in Republican districts and 49 
percent of those in Democratic districts supported making 
military retirees wait until age 60 to started receiving retired 
pay, a change they were told would apply only to new recruits. 

A cap on military pay raises was opposed by 57 percent 
of those surveyed, with those in Republican districts slightly 
more opposed than those in Democratic districts. 
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48. Vets Bill Held Up By Lejeune Toxic Water Issue 
(NAVY TIMES 16 JUL 12) ... Rick Maze 

A South Carolina senator is holding up a landmark 
veterans’ bill that would provide health care for thousands of 
people suffering the ill effects of exposure to toxic water at 
Camp Lejuene because eligibility rules for the new benefits 
doesn’t include enough safeguards to prevent fraud. 

Because of this objection from Republican Sen. Jim 
DeMint, the Senate has been unable to approve a 
comprehensive veterans’ bill that was agreed to on June 21 by 
members of the House and Senate veterans’ affairs committee. 

The bill in dispute is the Honoring America’s Veterans 
and Caring for Camp Lejeune Families Act of 2012. 

DeMint was not part of the negotiations, but Senate rules 
give every senator the power to temporarily block legislation 
and nominees, a power DeMint is using while trying to 
renegotiate details about how the Veterans Affairs Department 
to determine eligibility for health care for people who lived or 
worked at the Marine Corps base from Jan. 1, 1957 through 
Dec. 31, 1987. 

Under the agreement reached by the veterans’ 
committees, current and former members of the military and 

their dependents would be eligible for VA healthcare if lived 
or worked for 30 days or longer at Camp Lejuene and have a 
disability or illness consistent with exposure to water 
contaminated with carcinogens. 

It is unusual, but not unprecedented, for the VA to treat 
spouses and children for service-connected health issues but 
DeMinit isn’t objecting to the care, which could be provided 
to up to 750,000 people. Instead, he wants an additional step 
added to the process so that the VA can refuse to provide 
treatment to someone if they can prove their health problem 
comes from a different cause. 

“Sen. DeMint does not oppose the underlying 
legislation,” said Wesley Denton, a DeMint spokesman. The 
senator “has been working in good faith to stop fraud from 
diverting resources away from affected veterans and their 
families and to ensure that the program is properly funded to 
avoid disruptions in future years.” 

It is unclear about whether any changes will be made. 
DeMint has been talking about the changes with Sen. Richard 
Burr, R-N.C., who is the person pushing the hardest for the 
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VA treatment of Camp Lejuene veterans. Before seeking VA 
care, Burr tried for several years to get the Defense 
Department to treat former Lejuene residents and workers but 
he was never able to get the military to agree to pay for health 
coverage of people who might no longer be affiliated with the 
military. 

Senate aides, speaking on condition of not being 
identified, said there is no serious discussion of making the 
changes sought by DeMint because it would be medically 
impossible to determine the origin of an ailment, such as 
cancer. 

The bill DeMint is holding up has about 50 provisions, 
including other health care items, expansion of disability 
benefits, changes in Servicemembers’ Group Life Insurance 
and an overhaul of VA policy on reporting sexual assaults on 
VA property. 

The hold DeMint has on the bill is not indefinite. It must 
be renewed every seven legislative days, and Senate leaders 
may attempt to bring up the bill in a move that would force 
DeMint to explain his opposition in public. 

Return to Index 
 
 

OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
49. Military Shouldn't Be Prohibited From Alternative Energy Quest 
(KENNEBEC (ME) JOURNAL 17 JUL 12) ... Kate Bateman 

For months, certain lawmakers in Washington have tried 
to block Pentagon investments in alternative energy -- 
investments that would reduce our military's dependence on 
imported oil. 

As election season ramps up, Congress should stop 
playing politics with this issue, and support the Pentagon's 
efforts to invest in a secure energy future for our fighting 
forces. 

Secretary of the Navy Ray Mabus has helped lead the 
U.S. military's push toward renewable energy sources that can 
make our energy supply more secure, save taxpayer money 
and protect the lives of servicemen and women. This month, 
the Navy is participating in a major international exercise 
using cruisers, destroyers and jets powered by a biofuel-
petroleum blend. 

Maine will be watching: Maine's biomass and 
shipbuilding industries and Portsmouth Naval Shipyard are all 
affected by the Navy's increasing investments in biofuels and 
other renewable energy sources. 

In a shot across the bow at the Navy's innovative plans, 
however, a coalition of 14 congressional Republicans sent 
Mabus a letter opposing "an effort to 'green' the Navy just for 
the sake of greening the Navy." 

The letter suggests that the Navy's investment in 
alternative energy has nothing to do with "winning wars, 
deterring aggression and maintaining freedom of the seas," 
and therefore represents "dollar(s) wasted." 

The Republican-controlled House of Representatives then 
passed a measure to prohibit the Pentagon from buying 
alternative fuels that are more expensive than traditional ones. 
The Senate Armed Services Committee approved a similar 
measure. 

If made into law, these provisions would quash the Navy's 
scheduled exercise and confound its broader program to 
secure its energy supply. 

This would be a shame. To date, U.S. proven and strategic 
energy reserves cannot meet our domestic needs. As Mabus 
points out, our reliance on fossil fuels makes us vulnerable to 
price shocks in a volatile global market. In fiscal year 2012 
alone, increases in the price per barrel of oil raised the Navy's 
fuel bill by more than $1 billion. 

This isn't just a problem for the Navy. The comptroller of 
the Department of Defense reports that the department's 

annual fuel bill increases by $130 million for every dollar 
increase in the cost per barrel of oil. 

Paying that bill out of Defense operations funds means 
that servicemen and women must "steam less, fly less and 
train less," Mabus said. Preventing the Navy from developing 
alternative fuel sources only serves to weaken our military 
readiness. 

Our military services use alternative energy technologies 
because they allow us to maintain our superiority while saving 
money and saving lives. 

In both Iraq and Afghanistan, solar and energy-efficient 
technologies enabled soldiers and Marines to carry less gear 
and make fewer dangerous re-supply missions. Across the 
services, reducing the number of fuel vehicles and convoys 
means a more mobile, efficient and therefore lethal and 
effective force. 

It also means fewer American troops and civilians, 
driving or guarding those convoys, are vulnerable to attack. 

The latest salvo in the fight over Navy investments in 
alternative fuels is a Reuters article citing a newly released 
report by the Rand Corp. As the article puts it, the report finds 
that "renewable fuels for U.S. military ships and jets are likely 
to remain 'far more expensive' than petroleum products absent 
a technological breakthrough." 

This is hardly news. Mabus has acknowledged that 
alternative fuels are not yet price-competitive with fossil fuels. 
Technological breakthroughs are what further research and 
development must accomplish. 

As Mike Breen, vice president of the Truman National 
Security Project, pointed out, if we hadn't allowed the Navy to 
invest in anything more sophisticated than a compass, we 
wouldn't have GPS. 

Other studies report that price competitiveness may not be 
so distant. The most recent Rand report even cites a 2011 
Rand study that asserts that "developing a competitive 
alternative fuel industry in the United States offers important 
benefits to the nation." 

And this is exactly what Navy investments in alternative 
fuels would do -- help boost the fledgling industry, with long-
term, strategic benefits to the country. 

Mainers should hope that Maine's congressional delegates 
will work to ensure that the House and Senate measures are 
defeated. Mabus' energy priorities, and those of our military 
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leadership more broadly, make sense -- common sense, moral 
sense and strategic sense. 

Kate Bateman, a Truman National Security fellow and an 
Army wife, has worked in the Defense and State departments 

in Washington, Afghanistan and Sri Lanka. She is from 
Cumberland, and was a legislative assistant to U.S. Rep. Tom 
Allen from 2002-05. 
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50. The U.S. Will Be Lost Without LOST 
America should sign the language we authored 
(WASHINGTON TIMES 16 JUL 12) ... Scott Borgerson, Vern Clark, Bill Cohen, Jim Loy and John Negroponte 

The 1982 Convention on the Law of the Sea — the 
instrument that created the overarching governance framework 
for nearly three-quarters of the Earth’s surface and what lies 
above and beneath it — has been signed and ratified by 161 
countries, but not by the United States. The convention and 
the 1994 agreement on its implementation have been in force 
for 18 years, yet the United States, a nation with over 12,000 
miles of coastline and the dominant world maritime power by 
any measure, joins an embarrassing short list of holdouts that 
includes North Korea, Syria and Iran. 

This is true despite the fact that a bipartisan coalition of 
American business, environmental and military leaders agree 
that it is in our national interests to formally become a state 
party to this lynchpin of ocean governance. Per our 
constitution, the Senate must give its “advice and consent” to 
treaties submitted by the president for its review. Of these 
currently in the queue, for national-security reasons, the Law 
of the Sea is one of the most urgent. 

This is why the secretaries of Defense and State, the 
chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, and the heads of the 
Navy, Coast Guard and Marine Corps all recently testified 
before the Senate Foreign Relations Committee that the U.S. 
should join. In fact, since 1994 – when President Clinton first 
submitted the treaty to the Senate for its consideration 
following the international community changing the 
document’s language to directly address President Ronald 
Reagan’s initial reservations – every president, every Marine 
Corps and Coast Guard commandant, and nearly all chiefs of 
naval operations have unequivocally supported it. Put simply, 
there is broad consensus from our nation’s military and 
political leadership that the United States should sign on. 

This consensus exists because of the tangible benefits that 
come with formal membership. From an economic 
perspective, the rewards are many but one example is that the 
United States could potentially claim exclusive jurisdiction 
over as much as 1 million square kilometers of ocean off of 
our extended continental shelf, an area half the size of the 
entire Louisiana Purchase. By remaining outside of the 
convention, we not only cannot press our claim, but we do not 
have a seat at the table to review the claims of others in an 
ongoing legal process. In environmental terms, it will give us 
the international authority to protect critical fisheries and 
sensitive habitats as new shipping lanes materialize in the 
Arctic. 

Importantly, there are also urgent national-security 
imperatives. 

For starters, our entire naval strategy is predicated on the 
global reach of American sea power and ensuring 
unencumbered maritime trade upon which 90 percent of all 

commerce depends. The Law of the Sea enshrines the concept 
of the freedom of navigation upon which our maritime forces 
rely and it ensures the rights of innocent passage for our ships 
and submarines on the high seas and through the territorial 
seas of foreign nations without prior notification or 
permission. It also protects unimpeded transit through 
international straits such as Hormuz or the waters between 
Taiwan and China as well as archipelagoes like Indonesia. 
And, while enjoying these freedoms, our warships enjoy 
complete immunity. The United States is the world’s 
preeminent naval power and its combatant vessels and 
merchant marine benefit from open navigation. 

In terms of strategic doctrine, as long as it remains outside 
the convention, the United States is restricted from fully 
implementing the first-ever national Cooperative Strategy for 
21st Century Seapower, jointly published by the chief of naval 
operations and the commandants of the Coast Guard and the 
Marine Corps. This announced policy seeks to build maritime 
partnerships for combating critical emerging threats such as 
piracy, nuclear proliferation and drug smuggling based on the 
principles we helped establish in the convention. 

We face real pushback from our allies in these efforts who 
rightly question why we refuse to legally sign on to the rules 
we helped write. The United States puts its Sailors in 
unneeded jeopardy when carrying out the Freedom of 
Navigation program to contest Law of the Sea abuses such as 
China’s “creeping sovereignty” in the Pacific. Further, we 
undermine our moral authority as a nation that benefits from 
an organized international system and makes establishing the 
rule of law a central tenet of our foreign policy. 

As President George W. Bush noted in an official White 
House statement urging the Senate to approve accession in 
2007, “joining will serve the national security interests of the 
United States, including the maritime mobility of our armed 
forces worldwide.” 

This fact has only become more pressing in the five 
intervening years and we urge Congress to take action. If it so 
exercises its constitutional authority, the Senate will have 
taken an important step to safeguard the national interests 
critical for our security and economic wellbeing. That is surely 
an argument on which both sides of the aisle can agree. 

Scott Borgerson is a managing director of CargoMetrics; 
Vern Clark is a former chief of Naval Operations; Bill Cohen 
is a former secretary of Defense and senator from Maine; Jim 
Loy is a former Coast Guard commandant and a deputy 
secretary of the Department of Homeland Security; John 
Negroponte was the first director of National Intelligence and 
a deputy secretary of State. 
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51. America’s LOST Sovereignty 
Treaty undermines U.S. interests 
(WASHINGTON TIMES 16 JUL 12) ... Donald H. Rumsfeld 

The United States is again facing ratification of the 
United Nations Law of the Sea Treaty. As in 1982, there is 
sizable support for the treaty — from U.S. business groups, 
our military and diplomatic corps, former secretaries of State, 
some 160 nations, the Obama administration and U.S. senators 
of both parties. 

But mere strength in numbers wasn’t enough to persuade 
President Ronald Reagan of the treaty’s merits 30 years ago. 
And it shouldn’t be enough to persuade members of the U.S. 
Senate today. 

President Reagan was convinced that the Law of the Sea 
Treaty’s sweeping power grab would erode American 
sovereignty by ceding our constitutional right to self 
governance to an unelected and unaccountable international 
body. This is why he asked me to serve as a special envoy and 
meet with key world leaders to seek their support in opposing 
the treaty. 

Reagan understood well that underlying the Law of the 
Sea Treaty was a new concept of enormous consequence — 
that the riches of the oceans beyond national boundaries are 
the “common heritage of mankind” and thus are owned in 
common by all people. This novel idea of “ownership” 
requires anyone who finds a way to make use of such riches to 
pay royalties of unknown amounts – potentially tens or even 
hundreds of billions of dollars — for redistribution to less-
developed nations. 

The treaty establishes a strange way of looking at 
industry, investment, talent, risk and good fortune that is, in 
my view, fundamentally incompatible with the basic tenets of 
capitalism and free markets. 

Redistributing a significant portion of the value of the 
minerals in the deep seabed to nations and organizations that 
will have absolutely nothing to do with their extraction is a 
novel and dangerous principal that has no clear limits. Imagine 
if fishermen who exerted themselves to catch fish on the high 
seas were required by a U.N. treaty to pay a share of their take 
to countries that had nothing to do with the fishermen’s costly 
and dangerous efforts. The treaty supporters making the 
argument for world “ownership” of the deep seabed could 
make similar arguments for outer space in the future. 

There are practical and moral arguments in favor of 
developed countries providing financial and other forms of aid 
to poor countries. But the decision to provide such aid has 
always been and should remain a sovereign choice for each 
nation. In the case of the United States, it is a choice for 
American citizens and their elected representatives. I am 
convinced that the United States should not endorse a treaty 
that makes such a massive redistribution of wealth a legal 
obligation. 

What makes such a transfer of wealth even more 
objectionable is its poor design. The mechanism outlined in 
the treaty is the newly created International Seabed Authority, 
which is effectively a U.N. agency that would be empowered 

to regulate all mining and oil and gas activity on the high seas. 
Those who like the expansion of federal regulation into more 
and more aspects of private business will like the new 
international regulations under the treaty even more. 

Even more troubling is what might happen to the billions 
of dollars that will be funneled through “the Authority.” 
Global-governance advocates have long desired a reliable and 
independent revenue stream, separate from donations by 
member states. This is the genesis, I suspect, of the recent 
U.N. proposal for a worldwide “billionaires’ tax” – an annual 
1 percent tax levied on the wealth of billionaires. The U.N. has 
an indisputably poor record in administering its programs and 
managing money. For example, the U.N. Oil for Food 
Program was a multi-billion dollar scandal. 

If the United States decides it is in its interests to “share 
the wealth,” it should be distributed by our elected 
representatives in the U.S. Congress through our foreign aid 
programs or even by the World Bank which has a track record 
— not by international fiat through “the Authority.” 

One argument for the Law of the Sea Treaty is the U.S. 
Navy’s interest in “locking in” some navigation rights. It is 
correct that the treaty might provide some benefit in codifying 
existing rules of the road, but it would not solve many existing 
maritime disputes, such as in the South China Sea, where the 
Philippines and Vietnam are contesting China’s territorial 
claims. All of those nations are already signatories to the Law 
of the Sea Treaty and yet there has been no resolution of their 
differing views. 

Law of the Sea Treaty proponents cite the 1994 
renegotiation and amendments as definitive proof that 
President Reagan’s concerns, most notably about the deep 
seabed mining provisions, were resolved. However, many 
nations that are currently signatories have not agreed to the 
1994 so-called “fixes,” so their status is debatable. I do not 
presume to know what our 40th president would think of the 
treaty today, but a 1982 diary entry of his offers a clue: 
“Decided in [National Security Council] meeting ― will not 
sign ‘Law of the Sea’ treaty even without seabed mining 
provisions.” 

The Law of the Sea Treaty’s 208 pages are riddled with 
ambiguous and problematic language that give sweeping new 
powers and potentially many billions of dollars to an untested 
international organization. By selectively reading the treaty, 
the U.S. military and American business groups, for example, 
can find sections to favor. The push for this agreement will not 
go away, but the U.S. senators who will be asked to consider 
the treaty will always need to view it in its entirety and in light 
of its long-term effects on American sovereignty. If they do 
so, I believe they will come to same conclusion I have: The 
Law of the Sea Treaty’s costs far outweigh any modest 
benefits. 

Donald H. Rumsfeld was Secretary of Defense under 
President George W. Bush and President Gerald Ford. 
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52. U.S. Pacific Focus Needs to Include Arctic 
(DEFENSE NEWS 16 JUL 12) ... Editorial 

The Obama administration's intention to shift military 
resources to the Pacific satisfies American objectives, 
including enhancing stability and bilateral relations, and 
perhaps most importantly, expanding economic opportunities. 

Broadening the scope of this shift, or "pivot," as it is often 
called, to encompass the Arctic region furthers U.S. interests 
and is harmonious with existing national objectives. Indeed, 
the strategic doctrine underpinning the Pacific shift bolsters 
the compelling reasons for America to assert its rights and 
pursue its interests in the Arctic as well. 

An invigorated Arctic focus would promote stability and 
the unfettered flow of global commerce to the great benefit of 
the U.S. economy — by far the world's largest — as well as 
the economies of its friends, partners and allies. Ocean-borne 
trade, which accounts for the vast majority of global 
commerce, has more than tripled over the past 40 years. 

Since 1979, the Arctic ice pack has shrunk by 40 percent, 
opening up the region for year-round utilization. Shipping 
costs will drop dramatically, and millions of square miles of 
seabed will be available for mineral and energy extraction, as 
well as fisheries access and lucrative opportunities in tourism. 

Extending the U.S. continental shelf would accordingly 
encompass new American territory greater in size than the 
Louisiana Purchase and Alaska combined. The U.S. must 
move swiftly, as other countries are enjoying a head start. 

No fewer than five countries enjoy coastal rights in the 
Arctic — Canada, Denmark (via Greenland), Norway, Russia 
and the U.S. Already, Russia has acted rapidly to stake 
territorial claims that are intended to deter movement into the 
region by other states, as well as to claim undersea energy and 
mineral resources. Russia is attempting to delineate and codify 
an expanded Arctic Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ). China 
and others are also moving to stake out resource claims and 
make deals to lock up undersea resources. The U.S. must do 
the same. 

America, however, is woefully unprepared to assert its 
legitimate rights and interests. The U.S. ice-breaker fleet 
consists of one medium-capacity ship and an additional 30-

year-old vessel undergoing refurbishment. This pales in 
comparison to the fleets operated by Russia, Canada, Sweden 
and Finland. 

The problem is further compounded by the ongoing 
decline in U.S. military assets, especially naval, required to 
protect our established interests. 

In 2007, in an unprecedented move, a Russian submarine 
placed a flag on the seabed of the Lomonosov Ridge, an 
underwater mountain chain crossing the geographic North 
Pole. Claiming rights to the ridge is a top Russian priority, as 
it would grant Moscow exclusive access to potentially 
tremendous reserves of oil and natural gas. In fact, the claim 
would increase Russia's Exclusive Economic Zone by 1.2 
million square kilometers. 

Russia has also established a brigade-size unit specifically 
to operate in the polar region, and announced its intention to 
shift additional forces to the polar region. Other countries will 
inevitably follow suit. 

Securing U.S. rights in the Arctic will establish freedom 
of navigation and preserve the sovereignty of commercial 
vessels traveling the new, shorter trade route between the 
Pacific and the Atlantic. This aspect alone is vital to both the 
U.S. economy and to stability in the Pacific region. 

Accordingly, the U.S. should move quickly to declare the 
Arctic a region of strategic interest and pursue international 
legal agreements to secure recognition of American 
sovereignty in the waters of the Arctic and the Pacific — two 
vast regions where future challenges can be expected. The 
U.S. must ensure that no state can control or impose exorbitant 
transit fees for ships passing through its EEZ waters. 

Furthermore, the U.S. should explore bolstering its 
military presence in the Arctic proportionate to America's 
Arctic territories — the northern parts of Alaska and sections 
of the Beaufort and Chukchi seas — as well as undertake 
scientific missions to reaffirm the basis for U.S. territorial 
claims in the Arctic. There can be no doubt that the Pacific 
pivot must encompass the securing of U.S. rights to the Arctic 
region. There is no time to lose. 
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53. Japan Feels A North Asia Squeeze 
As U.S. naval power wanes, an ally faces territorial claims from Russia and China. 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 17 JUL 12) ... Michael Auslin 

Southeast Asian countries butted heads with China in 
Phnom Penh last week over the South China Sea, but a 
potentially more dangerous game is being played out in North 
Asia—at both ends of the Japanese archipelago. Tokyo is 
facing renewed tension with China and Russia over long-
disputed islands. 

Japan's dispute with China over the Senkaku Islands 
(known to the Chinese as Diaoyutai) has heated up in recent 
weeks. The islands, which have been administered by Japan 
since 1972, straddle vast undersea natural gas and oil fields 
and are a key fishing ground. The catalyst for the latest 
tensions was provided by firebrand Tokyo mayor Shintaro 
Ishihara, who proposed in April to buy the Senkaku Islands 
from their private owners. 

This forced Prime Minister Yoshihiko Noda to follow this 
month with a pledge to have the national government purchase 

the islands. Foreign Minister Koichiro Genba reiterated this 
position, telling the Chinese that Tokyo was in the process of 
"nationalizing" them. The Chinese reaction was swift, with the 
foreign ministry stating that it would not allow Tokyo to buy 
Chinese territory. 

Beijing also responded by sending three maritime patrol 
boats to the waters around the Senkakus. They were met by a 
Japanese coast guard vessel, repeating a scene that just ended 
in the South China Sea, as China and the Philippines resolved 
a month-long maritime standoff at the Scarborough Shoal. 

As in other cases, China's state-controlled media poured 
fuel on the fire, with the Global Times, a commercial offshoot 
of the People's Daily, urging Beijing to warn Tokyo that any 
provocation would have "serious consequences." Such heated 
rhetoric leaves any accident or unintended clash on the high 
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seas difficult to contain. Late last week, Tokyo recalled its 
ambassador from Beijing. 

Despite being among each other's largest trading partners, 
Japan and China have not even established a basic level of 
mutual trust. 

Meanwhile, the Kurile Islands in the north are becoming a 
bigger bone of contention between Russia and Japan. 
Occupied by Russia since 1945, the four southernmost of the 
islands are still claimed by Tokyo, though that didn't stop 
Russian Prime Minister Dmitry Medvedev from making his 
second trip there this month. Japanese Foreign Minister Genba 
stated that the visit threw "cold water" on recent high-level 
efforts to resolve the dispute. In response, Mr. Medvedev 
reasserted that the Kuriles were Russian territory and said that 
he was "absolutely indifferent" to Japan's complaints. 

If that didn't ruffle Japanese feathers enough, Gen. 
Nikolai Makarov, chief of the armed forces general staff, said 
that Russia would increase its military position in the region, 
possibly by sending Mistral-class helicopter carriers. Last 
year, Mr. Medvedev promised to deploy attack helicopters, air 
defenses and antiship missiles to the islands, purportedly to 
defend against any Japanese attempt to assert sovereignty. 

Moscow's actions present a big strategic challenge to 
Tokyo, which only last year unveiled a new security document 
that shifted Japan's defense focus to its southwestern island 
chain, where Chinese naval and air activities have increased in 

recent years. Yet, much as in the 19th century, Japan is unable 
to completely pivot away from its north. 

To Tokyo, this highlights the continuing importance of its 
alliance with the U.S. With no close partners in the region, 
Japan remains reliant on America as the keeper of the peace. It 
is now watching to see if Washington's "pivot" to Asia results 
in less focus on Japan's security needs. 

In fact, while Washington may depend on Japan for 
military bases, it's wary of being drawn into Tokyo's disputes 
with its neighbors, particularly over the Senkakus. 

After a similar dispute with China in 2010, the State 
Department reaffirmed that the Senkaku Islands fall under 
provisions of the mutual defense treaty with Japan, but 
Washington made clear it expects Tokyo and Beijing to 
resolve the dispute through negotiation. Washington is willing 
to give even less support over the Kurile Islands. More 
broadly, the Pentagon is facing drastic cuts that will make it 
riskier to get involved in a conflict except for the most serious 
of issues, like an invasion of Taiwan. 

That means Japan will be on its own when it comes to 
playing dangerous games over these islands. Yet Japan can't 
simply give up its claims to either group, since that would spur 
all its neighbors to make demands. Tokyo will have to perform 
a solo balancing act but expect it to focus more on the growing 
power in Asia: China. 

Mr. Auslin is a scholar at the American Enterprise 
Institute. 
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54. How Sequestration Slams Small Business 
(AOL DEFENSE 16 JUL 12) ... George Hill 

Unless Congress acts to change the existing law, 
sequestration will automatically cut $1.2 trillion from the 
President's budget over the next decade-including $492 billion 
from military spending. 

These cuts threaten one of the most critical elements of 
our economic recovery: private sectors investment in 
upgrading and purchasing new technologies and equipment. 
These investments are the engines of a strong recovery, the 
hiring of workers, and a continued commitment to a skilled 
workforce. 

Advex Corporation, and many companies like ours, have 
invested in new technologies and equipment that will allow us 
to provide quality parts and services for the Gerald R. Ford-
class aircraft carriers, the next generation of U.S. Navy 
carriers currently under construction at Huntington Ingalls 
Industries' Newport News Shipbuilding. Advex is a primary 
supplier of structural fabrications, ventilation, and precision 
machined components used in the construction of the Ford 
class. We have dedicated approximately 70% of our current 
personnel to these efforts. 

Based on our belief that the construction of these new 
technologically advanced aircraft carriers would continue 
uninterrupted for several years, Advex Corporation has over 
the last two years invested in the modernization of our facility 
and production processes. In 2011, our company spent in 
excess of $1.2 million in facility and equipment upgrades and 
increased personnel by 14%. In the first quarter of 2012 the 
Advex Board of Directors authorized a facility expansion 
program over the next three years in excess of $4 million. This 
expansion program has already started with the procurement 

of three significant pieces of machining and cutting equipment 
and with facility improvements that are in excess of $1.4 
million. So far in 2012, we have hired an additional 24 
personnel through mid-year. This brings our total current 
employees to 161 personnel and we expect this will increase 
in the coming months. 

But now the possibility of significant automatic cuts to 
the defense budget and the impact that could have on the 
aircraft carrier construction program threatens the Advex 
investment. And it will discourage other companies from 
making similar investments. That could result in a loss of jobs 
and significantly increased prices for the labor, materials and 
components necessary to construct these aircraft carriers. 
Ultimately, these increased costs are passed on to American 
taxpayers. 

Business will only invest in equipment and workers if 
they can expect that the work will be there. Congress cannot 
allow the uncertainty that sequestration creates to continue to 
drag on. 

If our company knows that that U.S. Navy has the funding 
for procurement of aircraft carriers at one carrier every five 
years, it ensures that we can plan, invest, and effectively 
control costs. However, uncertainty and disruptions in funding 
threaten the ability of companies to make the investments that 
will enable us to deliver the quantities of specialized parts 
these great ships require. 

Congress must act now to end the threat that sequestration 
poses to our nation's businesses. Deep, automatic cuts to the 
defense budget will weaken our national security and decimate 
an industrial base already hurting. 



 42

George Hill is president of Advex Corporation, a 
company based in Hampton, Virginia and a member of the 

Aircraft Carrier Industrial Base Coalition (ACIBC). 
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55. CBO Says Military Health-Care Costs Could Soar 
(WASHINGTON POST 17 JUL 12) ... Walter Pincus 

Active and retired service personnel and their families are 
increasing their use of the military health care system at a 
faster rate than civilians enrolled in comparable private health 
programs, according to a report by the Congressional Budget 
Office. 

As a result, the annual cost to the Defense Department’s 
health care program could grow from $51 billion in fiscal 
2013 to $65 billion by 2017 and $90 billion by 2030, 
according to CBO estimates in the report, “Long-Term 
Implications of the 2013 Future Years Defense Program,” 
which was released Wednesday. 

That means, according to the CBO projections, the 
Defense Department, which will pay out 9 percent of its base 
budget for health care in fiscal 2013, would be paying out 14 
percent in 2030, roughly equivalent to what it spends today on 
all military research and development programs. 

The CBO’s projections are higher than DOD’s because it 
“assumes that the Congress will continue its history of 
rejecting DoD’s proposals to shift some health care costs to 
the military beneficiaries receiving the care,” the report says. 

The Defense Department this year sought to increase the 
annual fees in the Tricare program for service retirees still 
working in private jobs, those Medicare-eligible military 
retirees and the pharmacy co-payments for active-duty 
personnel, retirees and their families. 

Those changes would have generated savings of some $13 
billion over the next five years, according to the CBO. 
Nonetheless, the House voted to prohibit almost all of the 
Pentagon’s proposals in its version of the fiscal 2013 defense 
authorization Bill. The Senate is expected to follow suit. 

One reason for the increased usage of the military health 
care system is that it is cheaper. 

“Low out-of-pocket expenses for Tricare beneficiaries 
(many of whose co-payments, deductibles, and maximum out-
of-pocket payments have remained unchanged or have 
decreased since the mid-1990s), combined with the increased 
costs of alternative sources of health insurance coverage, make 
the Tricare program relatively more attractive each year,” 
according to the CBO report. 

The result: “A larger share of military retirees and their 
dependents are relying on the program rather than 
participating in health insurance provided by civilian 
employers or purchasing of their own,” CBO said. For 
example, last year only 25 percent of military retirees and their 
families enrolled in private health-care programs. That was 
half the 50 percent of retirees who used private health-care 
programs back in 2001. 

As noted above, individual use of these programs is 
increasing at a faster rate than on the civilian side. For 
example, the CBO report shows that between 2006 and 2011, 
the average growth for care per civilian user rose 1.3 percent 
per year. In the same period, DoD spending per user for 

purchased medical care and contracts rose 4.2 percent and 
costs for direct care at military facilities and their 
administration grew by 3.2 percent. 

Projecting into the 2013 to 2030 period, the CBO says the 
growth rate per user will average 5.5 percent for 
pharmaceuticals, 4.7 percent for purchased care and contracts 
and 3.3 percent for direct care and administration. 

The Republican-controlled House, which last week voted 
to repeal President Obama’s health-care law , takes up the 
fiscal 2013 defense appropriations bill this week. 

The Obama administration, in commenting on the bill, 
which increases the president’s request by $1.1 billion, 
described itself as “disappointed that the Congress did not 
incorporate the requested Tricare fee initiatives … which are 
essential for DoD to successfully address rising personnel 
costs.” It said at least $1.8 billion in savings were involved. 

The CBO report is not required reading for House 
members before they are allowed to vote so don’t expect the 
House to reconsider the DoD health-care issue. It’s an election 
year, and as the report points out there are 10 million people 
benefiting from the military health-care program as it is today. 

As House members debate the defense spending bill, 
there will be a lot of information tossed about. Much of it will 
be inaccurate. Some will be cherry-picked from the CBO 
report. 

There will be a lot of hand wringing over finding a way to 
avoid sequestration of defense spending — the requirement 
under the 2011 Budget Control Act to add another roughly 
$500 billion in cuts over the next 10 years in addition to $487 
billion already agreed to. 

Democratic liberals have already noted the CBO report 
summary closes by saying that even if sequester occurs and 
the Defense Department budget over the next 10 years is 
reduced by nearly $1 billion, the Pentagon base budget would 
still be larger than it was in 2006 under the George W. Bush 
administration. 

An interesting debate point — but totally irrelevant to 
today’s situation. 

On the other side, House Republican conservatives will 
inevitably join their presumptive presidential candidate Mitt 
Romney in accusing Obama of proposing the sequestered $1 
billion in defense cuts, which of course is not true. It’s the 
Congress that agreed to sequester as a trigger if compromise 
could not be reached by the bipartisan joint commission that 
was supposed to come up with another $1.2 trillion in 
reductions by the end of this year. 

Congress still cannot agree on a debt reduction package 
and only in the post-election, lame-duck session will 
lawmakers be forced to take some action. 

You can be sure that Medicaid and Medicare will be on 
the chopping block, but DoD health care programs probably 
will not. They should be. 
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BBLLOOGGSS::  
56. EXCERPTS FROM BLOGS AROUND THE WORLD 
(PUBLISHED 13 – 16 JUL 12) 

 
21st Century Sailor and Marine – Physical Fitness 

from Navy Live, July 16 
“Physical fitness is important to ensure our Sailors are 

not only fit and ready for deployment, but also resilient and 
able to handle the stress of everyday life. The goal is to ensure 
physical fitness is a part of every Sailor’s daily routine.” - 
Assistant Secretary of the Navy (Manpower and Reserve 
Affairs) Juan M. Garcia III 

Ten years into the longest sustained combat operations in 
American history, Sailors must be ready to meet the demands 
of performing in a tactical environment. Physical readiness is 
a crucial link to ensuring Sailors are ready to take on the 
challenges the Department of the Navy (DoN) faces today and 
in the future. Personal Fitness for the 21st Century Sailor 

 The Navy Operational Fitness and Fueling Series 
(NOFFS) provides Sailors “best in class” physical 
fitness and nutrition education materials as well as a 
healthy meal builder. NOFFS is an evidence-based 
performance tool that addresses injury prevention by 
physically training the movement patterns of 
operational tasks. 

 The Navy provides many resources for Sailors to 
maintain personal fitness, including Operating 
Guides, aNutrition Guide and Fitness Enhancement 
Program (FEP) guidance, all available online. 

Nutrition for the 21st Century Sailor 

 Mission Nutrition is a nutrition education curriculum 
developed and monitored by a registered dietitian. 
The course is provided in modules and can be 
customized to meet the interests, needs, and time 
constraints of the attendees. Topics range from risks 
and diseases associated with overweight/obese and 
sedentary lifestyles to sports nutrition and hydration 
for performance. 

 Galley Go Green is a nutrition education and food 
selection program in Navy galleys. Menu items are 
labeled as green (high performance-GO), yellow 
(caution-limit quantities) and red (stop) to assist 
Sailors in making healthier food choices. Each menu 
item is classified based on nutrient density, total fat 
and sodium content. 

 An updated version of the military-Nutrition 
Environment Assessment Tool (m-NEAT), formerly 
the CHOW survey, will be released this fall to 
provide commands a way to assess their eating 
environment and to take actionable steps to make 
improvements. 

21st Century Sailors Choosing to be Tobacco-Free 

 The DoN is moving toward being tobacco-free by 
choice with a continued education campaign on the 
hazards of tobacco use, providing easy access to free 
cessation tools to every Sailor and Marine trying to 
quit and ending the discounts for tobacco products in 
Navy Exchanges (NEX) and Marine Corps 

Exchanges (MCX). By the end of fiscal year (FY) 
2012, NEX and MCX tobacco prices are required to 
match the most competitive price in the local market. 

 Food and Drug Administration (FDA)-approved 
Nicotine Replacement Therapy (NRT) products, i.e. 
NRT gum and patches, shall be supplied at no cost to 
Sailors and Marines aboard all ships, base clinics, 
pharmacies, and Battalion Aid Stations prior to the 
end of FY 2012. 

Facts & Figures 

 More than 7,300 Culinary Specialists serve up 92.5 
million nutritious meals per year. 

 Find out more about NOFFS’ iPhone application and 
Mission Nutrition at www.navyfitness.org, your one- 
stop shop for fitness and nutrition information. 

 In the 2012 Warrior Games, 35 Team Navy/Coast 
Guard athletes participated, taking home 31 medals. 

 Information about the 21st Century Sailor and Marine 
initiative is available at www.21stcentury.navy.mil. 

The Navy is working to improve the nutrition environment 
on bases, increasing the quality of food and beverage choices 
and increasing knowledge and awareness to promote informed 
choices. Physical readiness is a crucial link to ensuring 
Sailors are ready to take on the challenges the DoN faces 
today and in the future. The goal is to provide our Sailors and 
Marines with the best tools to succeed and excel. 

 
How to Fly the U.S.’ Trillion-Dollar Stealth Fighter 

Jet by Spencer Ackerman from Danger Room (WIRED), 
July 1 

The first rule of flying the world’s most advanced fighter 
jet: Do not push the red button until you absolutely mean to. 

As soon as the display appears on the screen in front of 
me, indicating that I’ve arrived over the enemy airfield I’m 
meant to destroy, an oblong icon representing an AIM-120C 
air-to-air missile goes shooting across my field of vision. 
“OK,” says the Lockheed Martin executive who’s letting me 
fake-fly the F-35 Joint Strike Fighter, “so it looks like you 
released your weapon a little early.” No jokes, thank you. 

Any Navy, Marine Corps or Air Force pilot who steps 
into an F-35 cockpit already knows not to do that. But when 
they’ll actually climb into one of these cockpits is an open 
question. The Pentagon has stopped predicting when the 
much-delayed jet will join the military’s airfleet. And with a 
trillion-dollar price tag, the F-35 program is starting to look 
like the Dom Perignon of fighter aircraft at a time when the 
Pentagon barely has enough for a shot and a Miller Lite. 

This leads Lockheed Martin to welcome journalists into a 
mock cockpit, which they want to show is idiot-proof. (I 
quickly prove it’s only mostly idiot-proof.) I move my thumb 
off the dangerous red button on my right joystick, the one that 
makes the plane climb and turn, and shift my left thumb to one 
of the toggles on the left one, which makes it take off and 
accelerate. Now I’ve got a cursor moving across a cockpit 
screen filled with icons of planes in front of me and objects 
below me. 
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When the cursor stops moving, as if magnetized, and 
locks onto an icon, the object becomes targeted. Now if I push 
the red button lurking tantalizingly close to my right thumb, I 
will destroy it. On purpose. 

The ease of use in the cockpit doesn’t make the F-35 
unique amongst fighter aircraft. But it better work as intended. 
The F-35 is already an enormously expensive aircraft. And it’s 
increasingly looking like a target itself — a budgetary target. 

That’s what’s lurking in the background of Lockheed 
Martin’s Wednesday afternoon open house for bloggers. The 
F-35, in development for over a decade, has ballooned to an 
estimated cost above $1 trillion over its half-century lifespan 
— Lockheed disputes the sticker price — making it the most 
expensive weapon mankind has ever created. In March, the 
Government Accountability Office bemoaned the 
complications underlying its advanced features, which include 
over 9 million lines of code for its software, far more than any 
other aircraft. Last year, 13 new design flaws were discovered, 
atop concerns that it may not be safe for flight testing. 

Looming over all this is the reduced U.S. defense budgets 
of the 2010s, including a possible additional round of cuts 
totaling $600 billion over 10 years scheduled to take effect in 
January. If the F-35 once appeared too big to fail, it doesn’t 
anymore. 

And now it also looks like the Navy is wavering on the 
jet. In April, it put out a call for a next-generation F/A-18 
Hornet after the existing Hornets age out, even though the 
more-advanced F-35 was supposed to take the Hornets’ place. 
Earlier this month, Adm. Jonathan Greenert, the chief of 
Naval operations, penned an article that cast doubt on the F-
35′s value. While Greenert didn’t explicitly criticize the Joint 
Strike Fighter, he predicted that adversaries will field more 
advanced radars that can detect tactical stealth aircraft, 
requiring the Navy to shift to “long-range sensor, weapon, and 
unmanned-vehicle payloads instead of using only stealth 
platforms and shorter-range systems.” As Phil Ewing of 
DoDBuzz remarked, “Greenert’s piece removes all doubt 
about the Navy’s continued institutional resistance to F-35 — 
or at best, it now makes its official support very confusing.” 

Lockheed Martin has answers for all of that. Its director 
of the Navy side of the F-35 program, Bob Rubino, points to 
clarifications from the Navy that it’s sticking with the jet. Who 
knows what the Hornet follow-on will be, Rubino adds; “it 
could be an F-35 variant.” He shows a video of Defense 
Secretary Leon Panetta pledging the Pentagon’s support for 
the Joint Strike Fighter. 

Lockheed Martin points instead to the unique features of 
the F-35, which it accurately says are ultra-advanced. Its 
stealthiness isn’t a matter of a paint job, it’s designed into the 
jet: Its fuel tanks and weapons are internal, reducing its 
detectability. Even when it jams enemy communications, 
which makes it detectable by radar, Lockheed official Steve 
Callaghan says its “very specific way of jamming” is more 
like a “big bank of laser pointers” than a floodlight, protecting 
the aircraft. But all advancements of the F-35 drives up its 
price, making it look like one of the “luxury-car platforms” 
Greenert derided in his piece. 

To someone who’s never flown an airplane, the luxury is 
perceptible in the cockpit. The screens in front of me provide 
different data as soon as I press my forefinger on them. It’s not 
like a smartphone — I can’t pinch or swipe to get a better 

view of a target set. But there are touchscreen functions that 
let me pull up a bigger picture of what I’m fake-flying over 
and what other aircraft are in the area. LockMart says the 
cockpit of the F-22 Raptor, the military’s other “5th 
generation” stealth fighter, operates similarly. 

Suddenly a trapezoid shows up on my screen. Its position 
is projected in green on the wall in front of me — a stand-in 
for the display in the F-35′s helmet. Prompted, I move my 
cursor over to the trapezoid until it locks in with a red 
boundary line popping up around it. That’s an air traffic 
control tower over my enemy airfield. I mean to destroy it. 

I pitch to the right and then pull up until I’m directly over 
it, as my helmet would tell me if I were wearing it. The 
software’s algorithms know that I’m trying to maneuver into a 
kill zone, so when I’m there, the red boundary gets sharper. 
I’m locked in. Time to push the red button. No more 
trapezoid. 

Never having flown before, I have no idea if the cockpit is 
actually easier to operate than any other aircraft. LockMart 
wants me to emerge from the simulation thinking the F-35 is 
cool. It certainly feels like an advanced plane. But that might 
turn out to be the Joint Strike Fighter’s downfall. 

 
Just the Facts: Navy Training and Marine Mammals 

from Navy Live, July 13 
Your Navy is America’s “away team,” deployed around 

the world, protecting our freedom and defending our nation’s 
interests every day. The Navy carries out its mission to protect 
and defend national security while also being good stewards 
of the sea by training and testing in full compliance with 
environmental laws. To ensure Sailors safely return home to 
families and friends, we have a responsibility to train with the 
best equipment and under the most realistic conditions 
available. 

For the past several years, the Navy has demonstrated the 
ability to provide Sailors critical training while also 
minimizing environmental impacts. We continue to be a world 
leader in funding research related to marine mammals, 
significantly contributing to the body of scientific knowledge 
on marine mammal hearing, behavior and locations. Over the 
past five years alone, the Navy has funded over $100 million 
in marine mammal research. 

On July 10, in accordance with the process outlined in the 
National Environmental Policy Act, the public comment 
period ended for the Navy’s draft environmental impact 
statements (EIS) covering Navy training and testing activities 
off the Atlantic coast, Hawaii, southern California and the 
Gulf of Mexico. 

We’ve received input from hundreds of citizens ranging 
from those who acknowledge the science upon which our EIS 
documents are based, to those who express concerns about our 
activities’ potential impact to the environment. We truly 
appreciate the time many people took to attend the meetings 
and/or read these lengthy documents online and provide us 
thoughtful comments. The Navy’s next step is to consolidate 
the comments by topic and prepare to address them as part of 
our final EIS, which we plan to complete by late summer 
2013. 

During the public comment period, a petition opposing 
our EIS was generated on SignOn.org, a service affiliated with 
MoveOn.org. The petition, which contains inaccuracies and 



 45

emotional statements, was circulated via email, discussed in 
the press and linked to environmental websites. With the 
petition’s alarming headline, a large number of people 
exercised their first amendment rights by signing the appeal, 
probably unaware that the claims within it are misleading. 

The ability to freely voice our opinions is an individual 
right we all cherish and one your military risks its lives to 
defend every day. The Navy fervently advocates all 
Americans’ right to comment on our EIS documents and it is 
our hope that the facts and analysis presented in these 
documents become the basis of public discourse on the Navy’s 
training and testing activities. 

Here is a summary of the facts and analyses related to the 
draft EIS: 

 The Navy employs extensive mitigation measures 
during our training and testing activities, which we 
believe significantly minimizes the risk to marine 
mammals. 

 During several decades of training and testing with 
explosives, only four marine mammals are known to 
have died during one training accident. Following 
this incident and in accordance with our standard 
operating procedures, we ceased all similar training, 
reviewed our protective measures, worked with 
regulators and revised procedures to ensure adequate 
marine mammal protection before resuming training. 

 *There is evidence of fewer than 40 marine mammal 
stranding deaths worldwide connected to Navy sonar 
training, and no such incidents have occurred since 
2006. There has never been a recorded marine 
mammal stranding in which Navy training or testing 
was a causal factor along the East Coast, West Coast, 
Gulf of Mexico or Hawaii. 

 Our modeling, which does not account for our 
mitigation efforts, estimates there is a possibility 
marine mammals may be exposed to sound levels in 
certain frequencies that could result in a loss of 
hearing sensitivity. Using our mitigation measures, 
we expect the actual numbers of marine mammals 
affected by Navy training and testing to be much 
lower. Additionally, loss of hearing sensitivity at 
certain frequencies does not mean marine mammals 
will become deaf—they will still be able to hear, hunt 
for food and perform other normal activities. 

The Navy uses overly conservative estimated numbers for 
requesting permits with National Marine Fisheries Service 
(NMFS). We do this to ensure our training and testing 
activities are not jeopardized due to an unforeseen event. It’s 
important to remember NMFS will only issue these permits if 
they are confident our activities will not pose a significant risk 
to the survival of marine species populations. 

Your Navy is a responsible environmental steward and 
recognizes the need to protect marine life. At the same time, 
the growing number of modern, quiet submarines in recent 
years has increased the Navy’s need to use active sonar to 
protect against serious threats to national security, the safety 
of our armed forces and our nation’s economic vitality. For 
more information, please visit: 

http://greenfleet.dodlive.mil 
http://www.aftteis.com 

http://www.hstteis.com 
 
The Nitty-Gritty of Women at War by Elspeth 

Cameron Ritchie from Battleland (TIME), July 10 
What are the experiences of women at war, and what to 

tell clinicians about how to help? I have been asked to write a 
textbook on this subject, so have done another canvass of the 
literature. 

What is striking is how little hard data there are about the 
experiences of female Soldiers and other service members 
from the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan. 

There are lots of articles published by Department of 
Veterans Affairs authors about the experience of female 
veterans from earlier conflicts. These normally focus on PTSD 
and sexual assault. There are some very poignant newspaper 
articles about the struggles and triumphs of individual female 
service members and recent veterans. 

But the scientific literature is sparse when it comes to the 
experiences of women who are still serving in the military. 
The research in the Army has focused on combat teams, who, 
by definition, are male. A few exceptions: the second Mental 
Health Advisory Team (MHAT-II) did survey enough women 
in 2005 to draw some conclusions. Its authors found that the 
rate of PTSD and related symptoms was very close to, and 
slightly less than, those of men (12% vs. 13%). MHAT VI had 
similar findings. 

But that’s about it for scientific research, despite the fact 
that the military has been about 15% female for many years. 

The public conversation about women in the military has 
all been about sexual assault and whether they should be in 
combat. These are important issues, but the predominant 
challenges that female service members face are trying to 
balance deployment with gynecological, reproductive, and 
family issues. I published on this very topic in 2001 in 
Military Medicine. Unfortunately not enough has changed. 

It makes the men uncomfortable when I say this: how do 
you change your tampons while driving across the desert in a 
tank? 

If on a convoy, women tend to not drink water, as they 
have no safe place to pee on the side of the road. This often 
leads to urinary tract infections. 

Often there are only a couple of porta-potties for women. 
During my time in Somalia, if the “local” female toilet was 
being cleaned (eg contents of the oil barrel being burned), I 
had to walk 20 minutes to another female latrine. 

Porta-potties have improved over time, as the 
infrastructure has improved. Except in remote outposts. 

More dispiriting is this comment, from Dr. Remington 
Nevin, a military preventive medicine physician who served 
for a year at headquarters level in Afghanistan: 

My experience in Afghanistan was that pregnant 
females were disproportionately the targets of 
punishment from no-sex policies. There were 
widespread anecdotal reports of medically 
unsupervised abortifacient use. Plan B was not 
routinely made available as an Over The Counter 
medication, and there was a grave reluctance to seek 
care for sexually transmitted infections (STI) and 
military sexual trauma (MST). Our Preventive 
Medicine section was chastised for distributing 
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condoms. It was all very Victorian and quite 
unhealthful and very disheartening. 
For women who have given birth, another major concern 

is how to maintain breast-feeding in unsanitary places, such as 
field exercises. The Canadian military allows women a year 
after birth before deploying. In the U.S. Army, the 
deployment-free period has gone from four to six months. Not 
much more has changed in the last eleven years. 

Balancing family and work while on exercises or 
deployment is a huge issue. Of course this includes raising 
children, but it also involves caring for elderly parents and 
other family members. Almost all of my female 
contemporaries in military medicine who had children got out 
of the service shortly afterwards. 

There have been advances. The public conversation is no 
longer whether women should be in the military at all. There 
is widespread recognition that women are in combat, whether 
or not they are in a combat job. For better or worse, when a 
woman is wounded or killed, there is not a public outcry. 

The military could do far more, and it is trying. There is a 
task force on woman’s health issues. But I have observed 
many times, both during my time on active duty, and since 
retirement, that the military changes when the media, the 
Congress and the American people, push them. 

Exhibit A: the recent no-fuss repeal of “Don’t Ask, Don’t 
Tell.” 

So, it’s up to you, Jane and Joe American Public: push the 
military to be more accommodating for your daughters, wives, 
sisters and aunts who are heading off to war. After all, just like 
their brothers in arms, they are willing to make the ultimate 
sacrifice for the rest of us. 

 
Civil Engineer Corps/Seabees: Expeditionary Support 

to the Warfighter from Navy Live, July 14 
“Led by CEC officers, Navy Seabees operate forward 

around the globe. Able to deploy units within 48 hours, task 
organize, and operate independently, the CEC/Seabee team 
provides a wide range of engineering and construction 
support as an integral part of the world’s greatest Navy.” 

-- Rear Adm. Chris Mossey Commander Naval Facilities 
Engineering Command/Chief of Civil Engineers 

Civil Engineer Corps (CEC) officers and Seabees have an 
enduring legacy of “Can Do” support to our fighting forces. At 
any given time, more than 2,000 Navy Seabees are forward 
deployed around the globe providing support for the full range 
of military operations — from combat and theater security 
cooperation to humanitarian assistance and disaster relief. 
Seabees provide support to operating forces that ranges from 
building roads, bridges, airfields, and logistics platforms that 
reach over the shore to underwater construction. They operate 
forward to build and strengthen partnerships and extend naval 
operational reach from the littorals to inland gaps. The 
CEC/Seabee and Naval Facilities Engineering Command 
(NAVFAC) team provide ready, responsive, and interoperable 
engineering support to meet Navy component commander, 
Marine Corps, and combatant commander requirements. 

Supporting Warfighters to Win Our Nation’s Wars 

 Since Naval Mobile Construction Battalion (NMCB) 
133 first deployed to Afghanistan shortly after Sept. 
11, 2001, all active and Reserve battalions have 
deployed multiple times in support of overseas 

contingency operations. Current contingency 
operations in the U.S. Central Command area of 
responsibility include construction of combat 
outposts and force protection upgrades for joint and 
special operations forces. 

 CEC officers also lead NAVFAC professionals who 
provide engineering reach-back support for 
warfighters, as well as rapid response and recovery 
support as provided during Operation Tomodachi and 
following the Haiti earthquake. 

 More than 70 CEC officers currently serve as 
individual augmentees supporting overseas 
contingency operations in Afghanistan, the 
Philippines, and the Horn of Africa. 

Operating Forward to Assure Operational Access and 
Foster Cooperative Relationships 

 Seabees from Amphibious Construction Battalion 1 
and NMCB 40 are supporting Pacific Partnership 
2012 by building schools and medical clinics in 
Indonesia, the Philippines, Vietnam, and Cambodia. 

 Seabees are supporting Joint Task Force-Horn of 
Africa by constructing schools and providing forward 
operating support in Djibouti, Kenya, and Ethiopia. 
In Ethiopia, Seabee detachments are drilling potable 
water wells to provide clean water in the Dire Dawa 
and Shinelle regions. 

 Seabees from NMCB 23 are constructing a women’s 
medical clinic in Guatemala as part of the Beyond the 
Horizon exercise. 

Facts & Figures 

 The Civil Engineer Corps was established March 2, 
1867. 

 The Seabees were officially established March 5, 
1942, by Adm. Ben Moreell. The name “Seabee” 
comes from “CB” – Construction Battalion. 

 Construction Mechanic 3rd Class Marvin G. Shields 
received the Medal of Honor posthumously at the 
White House on Sept. 13, 1966. He was the first 
Sailor to receive the Medal of Honor for action in 
Vietnam. 

 The Seabee motto is “We Build. We Fight.” 

Operating forward at strategic maritime crossroads, 
Seabees provide high quality construction projects that enable 
naval operations and provide an enduring reminder of U.S. 
partnership and commitment. Seabees are a force multiplier to 
naval and joint operations in both war and peace. CEC 
officers are warfare qualified, operationally experienced 
professionals with a unique combination of engineering and 
acquisition expertise. 

 
YOUR Navy Operating Forward – Arabian Sea, 

Ionian Sea, Mediterranean Sea from Navy Live, July 16 
Right now your Navy is 100% on watch around the globe 

helping to preserve the American way of life. Whether it be 
operating and training in the waters off the coast of Virginia 
or forward deployed to the South China Sea, the flexibility and 
presence provided by our U.S. naval forces provides national 
leaders with great options for protecting and maintaining our 
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national security and interests around the world. The imagery 
below highlights the Navy’s ability to provide those options by 
operating forward. 

 The Arleigh Burke-class guided-missile destroyer 
USS Paul Hamilton (DDG 60) launches a Standard 
Missile (SM 2) during a missile exercise as part of 
Rim of the Pacific (RIMPAC) 2012. 

 An F/A-18F Super Hornet assigned to the Bounty 
Hunters of Strike Fighter Squadron (VFA) 2 launches 
from the flight deck of the Nimitz-class aircraft 
carrier USS Abraham Lincoln (CVN 72). 

 The guided-missile cruiser USS Hue City (CG 66), 
the Italian destroyer MM Luigi Durand De La Penne 
(D 560) and the guided-missile destroyer USS 
Farragut (DDG 99) conduct a photo exercise as part 
of a passing exercise meant to increase 
interoperability between U.S. and Italian navies. 

 An SH-60F Sea Hawk helicopter from the 
Nightdippers of Helicopter Anti-Submarine Squadron 
(HS) 5 flies the national ensign alongside the Nimitz-
class aircraft carrier USS Dwight D. Eisenhower 
(CVN 69). 

 The Military Sealift Command hospital ship USNS 
Mercy (T-AH 19) sits off the coast of the Philippines 
during Pacific Partnership 2012. 

View Gallery (5 Photos) 
Your Navy TODAY: Arabian Sea, South China Sea, 

Mediterranean Sea from Navy Live, July 12 
On any given day, in your Navy, our team of more than 

600,000 professional Sailors and Civilians are working 
together around the globe to perform our mission: deter 
aggression and, if deterrence fails, win our Nation’s wars. It is 
not possible to share every aspect of this global team but, 
through this blog, we offer you a glimpse of what these men 
and women do. 

View Gallery (6 Photos) 
Return to Index 
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On This Day In The Navy: 
1861: Union landing party from USS Massachusetts takes possession of Ship Island south of New Orleans, LA. This was the 
headquarters for ADM David Farragut's Gulf Coast Blockading Squadron. 

  
TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. U.S. Leads Biggest Gulf Mine Exercise In Signal To Iran 
(BLOOMBERG 16 SEP 12) ... Tony Capaccio 

The U.S. and 29 other nations have begun the biggest mine-clearing exercise in the Persian Gulf region, a show of force as 
tensions escalate over a threatened Israeli attack on Iran’s nuclear facilities.  

 
2. U.S. And Japan Agree To Deploy Advanced Missile Defense System 
(NEW YORK TIMES 17 SEP 12) ... Thom Shanker 

TOKYO – The United States and Japan announced a major agreement Monday to deploy a second, advanced missile-defense 
radar on Japanese territory – an effort specifically designed to counter the North Korean threat but likely to anger China.  

 
3. Officials Celebrate Austal's Second JHSV, Choctaw County, At Unique Christening Ceremony  
(MOBILE (AL) PRESS-REGISTER 15 SEP 12) ... Ellen Mitchell 

MOBILE, Alabama -- The christening of Austal USA's second joint high-speed vessel today seemed like any other christening 
before it, that is, until guests realized they were sitting underneath the very vessel being honored.  

 

AASSIIAA  ––  PPAACCIIFFIICC::  
4. Panetta Seeks Closer Sino-U.S. Ties As China Military Expands  
(REUTERS 16 SEP 12) ... David Alexander 

TOKYO – Defense Secretary Leon Panetta will look for ways to deepen U.S. military relations with China during a visit to Asia 
this week, even as he works to bolster U.S. alliances in the region as part of a strategic shift that Beijing views with concern. 

 
5. China Wary Of Moves By U.S. In Asia-Pacific 
Washington is forging closer defense ties to countries near China and renewing its focus in the South 
Pacific. 
(LOS ANGELES TIMES 16 SEP 12) ... David S. Cloud 

WASHINGTON -- When a senior U.S. general met in Beijing recently with Lt. Gen. Cai Yingting, the deputy chief of China's 
armed forces, Cai forcefully objected to America's expanding military presence in Asia and the Pacific, describing it as an effort to 
encircle his country. 

 
6. Panetta Appeals For Restraint In Asian Territory Dispute 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 16 SEP 12) ... Dan DeLuce 

TOKYO — China and other Asian countries could end up at war over territorial disputes if governments keep up their 
“provocative behavior,” U.S. Defense Secretary Leon Panetta said Sept. 16. 

 
7. Panetta To Urge China, Japan To Ease Tensions 
U.S. wants to avoid getting dragged into land disputes in Asia 
(WASHINGTON POST 17 SEP 12) ... Craig Whitlock 

TOKYO--Defense Secretary Leon E. Panetta arrived in Tokyo on Sunday for a week-long visit to the region and said he would 
urge Chinese and Japanese leaders to tone down a brewing political crisis over uninhabited islands in the East China Sea. 
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8. Panetta Targets Two Pacific Disputes 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 17 SEP 12) ... Julian E. Barnes 

YOKOTA, Japan--On U.S. Defense Secretary Leon Panetta's agenda as he arrived in Japan on Sunday was the goal of helping to 
defuse a pair of growing disputes, one between Japan and China, and the other between Japan and the U.S. 

 
9. Japan, U.S. Defense Chiefs Confirm Osprey Ready Once Safety Ensured 
(KYODO 17 SEP 12) 

TOKYO, Sept. 17 -- Japanese Defense Minister Satoshi Morimoto and U.S. Defense Secretary Leon Panetta confirmed Monday 
that U.S. Marine Corps MV-22 Osprey aircraft will be ready for operations in Japan once flight safety is ensured. 

 
10. Panetta's Visit Sparks Policy Change Talk 
(NEW ZEALAND CITY 16 SEP 12) 

U.S. Defence Secretary Leon Panetta has left on a trip that includes the first visit to New Zealand by a U.S. defence secretary 
since Caspar Weinberger visited in 1982, sparking speculation of closer military ties. 

 
11. Manila Police, Coast Guard Add Personnel To Secure U.S. Embassy 
(GMA NEWS (PHILIPPINES) 17 SEP 12) 

The Manila police and the Philippine Coast Guard (PCG) on Monday further beefed up security for the United States (U.S.) 
Embassy, amid reported threats of an attack by the terrorist network Al-Qaeda on U.S. foreign posts. 

 

MMIIDDEEAASSTT::  
12. Mideast Unrest Intensifies Debate on U.S. Intervention in Syria 
(NEW YORK TIMES 16 SEP 12) ... Robert F. Worth and Helene Cooper 

DOHA, Qatar — In recent weeks, the growing death toll in Syria pushed that country’s civil war to the top of the Obama 
administration’s agenda, with some Arab leaders pressing harder for a greater American role in toppling Syria’s leader, Bashar al-
Assad.  

 
13. Most U.S. Government Workers, Families Evacuated From Tunisia, Sudan 
(WASHINGTON POST 16 SEP 12) ... Michael Birnbaum and Karen DeYoung 

CAIRO — The Obama administration ordered the evacuation of all but emergency U.S. government personnel, and all family 
members, from diplomatic missions in Tunisia and Sudan on Saturday and warned Americans not to travel to those countries. 

 
14. On Eve Of Jewish New Year, Israelis Dread Possible Iran Strike And Worry About Ties With U.S. 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 16 SEP 12) 

JERUSALEM — Israelis ushered in the Jewish New Year on Sunday with a sense of uncertainty, fearful that war with Iran could 
break out this year. 

 
15. U.S. Outposts Still Face Threat In Muslim World 
(WASHINGTON POST 16 SEP 12) ... Michael Birnbaum and Karin Brulliard 

CAIRO — After days of anti-American turmoil in the Muslim world, governments on Sunday looked ahead to a week of trying to 
make an uneasy accommodation between the anger of their citizens and their desire to convince the United States of their goodwill. 

 
16. Israeli Leader Makes Case Against Iran on U.S. TV 
(NEW YORK TIMES 16 SEP 12) ... Steven Lee Myers 

WASHINGTON — Having been rebuffed privately by President Obama last week, Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu of Israel 
took to the airwaves in the United States on Sunday to warn that Iran was only six or seven months from having “90 percent” of what 
it needed to make an atomic bomb.  

 
17. No Plans To Bolster U.S. Forces In Mideast: Panetta 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 16 SEP 12) ... Dan De Luce 

The U.S. military has no major plans to bolster its forces in the Middle East despite a week of violent protests targeting 
diplomatic outposts, Defense Secretary Leon Panetta said Sunday. 
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AAFFGGHHAANNIISSTTAANN::  
18. Audacious Raid on NATO Base Shows Taliban’s Reach 
(NEW YORK TIMES 16 SEP 12) ... Alissa J. Rubin 

KABUL, Afghanistan — An audacious Taliban attack on a heavily fortified base in southern Afghanistan did far more damage 
than initially reported, destroying or severely damaging eight attack jets in the most destructive single strike on Western matériel in 
the 11-year war, military officials said Sunday.  

 
19. Protests Over Contentious Film Spread To Afghanistan 
(NEW YORK TIMES 17 SEP 12) ... Matthew Rosenberg and Sangar Rahimi 

KABUL — Hundreds of Afghans burned tires and pelted police and buildings with stones on a thoroughfare leading east out of 
Kabul on Monday in the first significant spasm of violence in Afghanistan over an anti-Islam film that has inflamed mobs in other 
parts of the Muslim world.  

 

PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
20. New Fleet Forces Commander Will Focus On Efficiency 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 15 SEP 12) ... Mike Hixenbaugh 

Adm. William E. Gortney thought for a moment when asked what he could take away from the man he's replacing as head of U.S. 
Fleet Forces Command. 

 
21. VCNO Welcomes D.C.'S Newest Chiefs To The Mess At Navy Memorial 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 14 SEP 12) ... Defense Media Activity - Navy  

WASHINGTON -- Surrounded by water from the Seven Seas, shipmates and family members watched the Naval District 
Washington chief selectees don their Chief's anchors in a ceremony Sept. 14 at the Navy Memorial. 

 
22. SRB Starts Early  
(NAVY TIMES 24 SEP 12) ... Mark D. Faram  

The Navy is allowing thousands of sailors initially ineligible for re-up bonuses until next year to cash in now. 
 

23. Military Leaders Must Help Stem Suicides, Panetta Says 
(USA TODAY 16 SEP 12) ... Gregg Zoroya 

Defense Secretary Leon Panetta says military leaders should be held accountable for whether they succeed in helping desperate 
troops avoid choosing suicide -- which he has described as an epidemic in the military and now averaging more than one a day. 

 
24. After 'Don't Ask, Don't Tell' Repeal, Few Signs Of Strife 
One year later, evidence suggests more relief than indignation 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 17 SEP 12) ... David Crary 

They are images that Americans had never seen before. Jubilant young men and women in military uniforms marching beneath a 
rainbow flag in a gaypride parade. Soldiers and sailors returning from deployment and, in time-honored tradition, embracing their 
beloved — this time with same-sex kisses. 

 
25. Senior Officials' Misconduct Cases Up By Nearly Half Since '07 
(MILITARY TIMES 24 SEP 12) ... Andrew Tilghman 

Allegations of misconduct by senior military officials have risen steadily in recent years, prompt-ing the Defense Department 
Inspector General to beef up staffing to help handle the rising caseload. 

 

AAVVIIAATTIIOONN::  
26. UAS Need Further Work For Integration Into National Airspace, GAO Says 
(DEFENSE DAILY 17 SEP 12) 

Obstacles remain to integrating the use of unmanned aircraft systems (UAS) into the national airspace (NAS) although some 
progress has been made the past few years, the Government Accountability Office (GAO) says in a new report. 

 

SSUURRFFAACCEE  FFLLEEEETT::  
27. Cowtown On The Open Seas: Commissioning The USS Fort Worth In Galveston Sept. 22  
(THE VINDICATOR 15 SEP 12) ... U.S. Sen. John Cornyn  

The City of Fort Worth will soon see its city limits expanded across the globe. On September 22, one of the U.S. Navy’s newest 
and most advanced war vessels will be docked at Galveston’s Pier 21 for its official commissioning ceremony as the USS Fort Worth. 
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28. 3 San Diego Warships Deploy On Monday 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 16 SEP 12) ... Gary Robbins 

The 820-foot Peleliu is one of the older amphibs in the Navy. It was commissioned 32 years ago. The amphibious warships 
Peleliu, Rushmore and Green Bay will leave Naval Base San Diego Monday for deployment to the western Pacific.  

 

EEXXPPEEDDIITTIIOONNAARRYY  WWAARRFFAARREE::  
29. A Golden Age of Seapower Emphasized at Expeditionary Warfare Conference   
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 14 SEP 12) ... Under Secretary of the Navy Public Affairs 

PANAMA CITY, Fla. -- The Under Secretary of the Navy, the Honorable Robert O. Work, spoke at the 17th annual National 
Defense Industrial Association (NDIA) Expeditionary Warfare Conference at Panama City, Fla., Sept. 12.  

 

SSUUBBMMAARRIINNEESS::  
30. Electric Boat Gets $94M Sub Repair Planning Contract 
(SEA COAST ONLINE (NH) 15 SEP 12) 

WASHINGTON — The U.S. Navy on Friday awarded a team led by General Dynamics Electric Boat a $94 million contract for 
the advanced planning to support USS Miami's repairs. 

 

CCOONNGGRREESSSS  //  BBUUDDGGEETT::  
31. Sequestration Might Be Manageable, Experts Say 
(DEFENSE NEWS 17 SEP 12) ... John T. Bennett   

That is how Pentagon officials, lawmakers and industry executives have described $500 billion in automatic military budget cuts 
set to kick in Jan. 2 unless Congress comes up with a solution. 

 
32. Carriers At Risk From Continuing Resolution 
(DEFENSE NEWS 17 SEP 12) ... Christopher  P. Cavas 

Another continuing resolution (CR) will keep funding most of the government's operations, but the six-month stopgap measure 
passed by the House on Sept. 13 could leave some of the U.S. Navy's shipbuilding programs high and dry. 

 
33. Clock Ticking On $2 Billion Hit To Navy Shipbuilding  
Cuts could jeopardize two subs per year, Virginia-class replacement program 
(THE DAY 15 SEP 12) ... Kelly Catalfamo  

Washington - Navy shipbuilding and conversion funding would be cut by $2.14 billion in 2013 under so-called "sequestration," 
according to a nearly 400-page report released Friday afternoon by the White House Office of Management and Budget. 

 

CCOONNFFEERREENNCCEESS::  
34. DoD Conference Expenses Under Scrutiny 
(DEFENSE NEWS 17 SEP 12) ... Marcus Weisgerber and Zachary Fryer-Biggs 

LAS VEGAS and WASHINGTON — In a mammoth convention hall at a Las Vegas resort and casino that could house nine 
American football fields, thousands of conference goers peruse exhibits featuring some of the latest advancements in robotic 
technology. 

 

CCOOMMMMEENNTTAARRYY::  
35. The Navy, Biofuels And Energy Independence  
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 16 SEP 12) ... Tom Vilsack 

On a recent tour of the guided missile cruiser USS Monterey at Naval Station Norfolk, I had a chance to discuss with Naval 
commanders an issue critical to the future of our country: The Navy's effort to incorporate advanced biofuels into its operations. 

 
36. Sequestering The Jury 
What you need to know about OMB's 394-page report on defense cuts. 
(FOREIGN POLICY 14 SEP 12) ... Gordon Adams 

Well, the new report from the Office of Management and Budget on "sequestration" is out. And, though it will generate lots of 
coverage, it says almost nothing. Basically, what OMB has done is to dodge the political bullet by producing a dry and minimal 
analysis of what across-the-board budget cuts would look like -- without saying which specific programs would feel the most pain. 
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37. Insight: China Builds Its Own Military-Industrial Complex 
(REUTERS 16 SEP 12) ... David Lague and Charlie Zhu 

HONG KONG--When China turned to Russia for supplies of advanced weapons through the 1990s, it kick-started Beijing's 
military build-up with an immediate boost in firepower. 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. U.S. Leads Biggest Gulf Mine Exercise In Signal To Iran 
(BLOOMBERG 16 SEP 12) ... Tony Capaccio 

The U.S. and 29 other nations have begun the biggest 
mine-clearing exercise in the Persian Gulf region, a show of 
force as tensions escalate over a threatened Israeli attack on 
Iran’s nuclear facilities.  

The 12-day exercise that started yesterday involves 
Western nations such as the U.K. and France, as well as 
participants as varied as Japan, Yemen, Jordan, New Zealand 
and Estonia, according to the U.S. Navy. In an effort to avoid 
a showdown with the Islamic Republic, it won’t extend into 
the Strait of Hormuz, the waterway between Iran and Oman 
through which as much as a fifth of the world’s traded oil is 
shipped daily.  

In addition to serving as a warning to Iran, the display of 
power will “signal to Israel that the United States has a 
military option available” and show “U.S. resolve to its 
Persian Gulf allies, especially in the face of repeated Iranian 
threats to try to close the Strait of Hormuz,” according to 
Kenneth Katzman, a Middle East specialist for the nonpartisan 
Congressional Research Service in Washington.  

Participating nations will conduct mine-hunting and mine- 
countermeasure operations with MH-53E Sea Dragon 
helicopters, as well as explosive ordnance disposal, diving, 
and small-boat exercises and port-clearance operations 
focused on underwater improvised explosive devices, 
according to the U.S. Navy 5th Fleet, which is headquartered 
in Bahrain.  

The exercise will focus “on a hypothetical threat to mine 
the international strategic waterways of the Middle East, 
including the Red Sea, the Gulf of Aden, the Gulf of Oman, 
and the Persian Gulf,” the U.S. Central Command in Tampa, 
Florida, said in a statement.  

Threats on Strait  
Iranian officials have periodically threatened to close the 

Strait, which is 21 miles (34 kilometers) wide at its narrowest 
point, in retaliation for tightening international sanctions 
aimed at dissuading them from developing a nuclear weapon. 
Laying mines or sinking a ship in the Strait would disrupt 
tanker traffic and also prompt insurance companies to raise 
rates on tankers, leading at least temporarily to higher oil 
prices.  

Brent oil for October settlement closed at $116.66 a barrel 
on Sept. 14 in trading on the London-based ICE Futures 
Europe exchange. The contract, a benchmark for more than 
half of the world’s crude, has gained 8.6 percent this year.  

On Aug. 30, Iran Oil Minister Rostam Qasemi said he 
wants global oil prices to rise to at least $130 a barrel, which 
he called a “reasonable price.”  

Iran’s Revolutionary Guard Corps is ready to fight a 
possible military offensive and “nothing will remain” of the 
Israeli government if it attacks, Major General Mohammad Ali 
Jafari, commander-in-chief of the corps, said yesterday, 
according to the official Islamic Republic News Agency.  

‘Red Line’  
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and Defense 

Minister Ehud Barak have said Israel may have no choice but 
to launch a strike against Iran’s nuclear facilities as 
international negotiations stall over the program.  

Iran’s effort to develop nuclear weapons is now in a “red 
zone,” and the U.S. must set a clear “red line” that Iran can’t 
cross without risking a military attack, Netanyahu said 
yesterday on the NBC News program “Meet The Press.”  

Netanyahu has become more vocal in demanding that the 
U.S. define clear limits since Secretary of State Hillary 
Clinton said in a Bloomberg Radio interview on Sept. 9 that 
the U.S. is “not setting deadlines” on negotiations with Iran.  

In addition to the mine-sweeping exercise, the U.S. has 
two aircraft carrier strike groups in the region currently, with 
the USS Enterprise in the Arabian Sea and the USS Dwight D. 
Eisenhower in the Persian Gulf.  

‘Devastating Power’  
The carriers’ presence tells Iran the U.S. “can easily 

project devastating power onto Iranian soil at a moment’s 
notice,” Katzman of the Congressional Research Service said 
in an e-mail.  

Defense Secretary Leon Panetta told CBS’s “This 
Morning” on Sept. 11 that “we have the forces in place to be 
able to not only defend ourselves, but to do what we have to 
do to try to stop them from developing a nuclear weapon.” 
Iran says its nuclear program is for civilian purposes.  

The mine-clearing exercise’s multinational participation 
shows “we are not alone -- it’s just not the United States 
‘bullying’ Iran,” Michael Eisenstadt, director of military 
studies at the Washington Institute for Near East Policy, said 
in a phone interview. 

Freedom of Navigation  
The exercise signals resolve among many countries that 

“if you try to disrupt freedom of navigation, we have the 
capability in place to, within a few days to a few weeks, 
resolve that and you’ll pay a heavy price,” Eisenstadt said.  

The U.S. has been bolstering its capabilities in the region 
this year, doubling to eight the number of naval minesweepers 
and MH-53 helicopters, made by the Sikorsky Aircraft unit of 
Hartford, Connecticut-based United Technologies Corp. 
(UTX) for the mission, and introducing a new underwater 
drone for mine detection and neutralization.  

The drone, called the Seafox, is being developed for 
Lockheed Martin Corp. (LMT), based in Bethesda, Maryland, 
by a unit of Bremen, Germany-based Atlas Elektronik GmbH.  

The Pentagon in June requested congressional approval to 
spend $9.6 million extra to buy missile launchers for five ships 
from Raytheon Co. (RTN) That would allow installation of 
Griffin missiles on U.S. patrol boats “to protect vessels and 
personnel from the increased threat of hostile fast-attack craft” 
used by Iran.  

The “reprogramming” request also included $6.4 million 
to buy 40 additional Griffin missiles for installation on the 
patrol craft. The Pentagon plans to spend $30.2 million on the 
Raytheon system through 2017 because it was urgently 
requested by the U.S. Central Command.  

Iran’s Mines  
Iran’s inventory of mines has grown to more than 5,000, 

military historian David Crist wrote in “The Twilight War: 
The Secret History of America’s Thirty-Year Conflict with 
Iran.”  
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That compares with 1,000 mines in the 1980s during its 
conflict with Iraq and its “tanker war” with the West. In 1987 
and 1988, Iran battled the U.S. Navy after its mines damaged 
American vessels.  

Given the threat from Iran, “more such exercises are 
needed to improve our ability to operate with our international 
partners,” Mark Gunzinger, an analyst with the Center for 
Strategic and Budgetary Assessments in Washington, said in 
an e- mail. “It’s also a very clear signal that we have the 
capabilities and the will to maintain freedom of navigation.”  

Still, “the United States recognizes the importance of not 
overreacting to Iranian threats regarding the Strait, which 
would give them more credit and influence than they deserve,” 
said Caitlin Talmadge, an Iran specialist and associate 
professor at George Washington University in Washington.  

The U.S. “wants to clearly and publicly remind Iran that 
implementing these threats won’t have a good outcome for 
anyone, especially Iran,” she said in an e-mail. For all its 
occasional bluster, “Iran has generally avoided picking fights 
with the U.S. Navy since the Iran-Iraq War,” Talmadge said.  

 
Return to Index 
 

2. U.S. And Japan Agree To Deploy Advanced Missile Defense System 
(NEW YORK TIMES 17 SEP 12) ... Thom Shanker 

TOKYO – The United States and Japan announced a 
major agreement Monday to deploy a second, advanced 
missile-defense radar on Japanese territory – an effort 
specifically designed to counter the North Korean threat but 
likely to anger China.  

The expanded missile defense cooperation capped the 
first full day of an Asian mission by Defense Secretary Leon 
E. Panetta, who unveiled the radar initiative alongside his 
Japanese counterpart, Defense Minister Satoshi Morimoto.  

Japan already hosts one American X-band radar – 
officially known as the AN/TPY-2 – a tracking system that is 
a central element in a complex technical architecture for 
identifying ballistic missiles and coordinating a defense by 
interceptors. That first radar is at Shariki; no location for the 
second has been decided, although an American working 
group had arrived in Japan to work out details of the site, 
officials disclosed.  

Mr. Panetta described the radar system as essential to 
enhancing how the American-Japanese alliance can defend 
their people and territory from attack by North Korea.  

“The purpose of this is to enhance our ability to defend 
Japan,” Mr. Panetta said at a news conference. “It’s also 
designed to help forward-deployed U.S. forces, and it also will 
be effective in protecting the U.S. homeland from the North 
Korean ballistic missile threat.”  

Anticipating criticism from Beijing, where Mr. Panetta is 
to travel later this week, Defense Department officials said the 
radar was not aimed at China and was only about the North 
Korean threat. “It’s not about China,” one Pentagon official 
said.  

The effort to knit together a regional missile defense 
system across northeast Asia parallels a similar effort under 
way in the Persian Gulf, where the effort is about deterring 

Iran. In the Pacific, the effort is meant to send a signal to 
North Korea – although the Chinese, with a relatively limited 
ballistic-missile arsenal, are likely to see any increased 
American-led missile-defense effort as a threat to their nuclear 
deterrence.  

The same X-band radar technology is carried aboard 
American Navy cruisers and destroyers assigned to the 
missile-defense mission in the Pacific, but having a second, 
permanent radar on Japanese territory would allow those 
warships to move with some flexibility around the region and 
expand radar coverage even more, officials said.  

Similarly, while the American Navy deploys the radar 
aboard ships in the Persian Gulf region, officials disclosed 
earlier this year that a similar high-resolution, X-band missile 
defense radar would be located in Qatar as well. That logic 
apparently drove negotiations to base a second radar on 
Japanese territory to watch for potential North Korean missile 
launches.  

The objective in northeast Asia, as in the Persian Gulf, 
was preceded by a more widely publicized missile defense 
shield being installed in Europe to deter any Iranian attack 
and, if required, to blunt the effect of missiles launched 
against allied territory and American forces.  

But the similarities end there. The European initiatives 
were adopted officially by NATO and are being put in place 
after formal negotiations with countries that will host early 
warning radars, ground-based interceptors and Navy warships 
equipped to track ballistic missiles and shoot them down. No 
multinational alliance similar to NATO exists in Asia or in the 
Persian Gulf region, so the United States has been building up 
the capability on a country-by-country basis in both regions.  

 

Return to Index 
 

3. Officials Celebrate Austal's Second JHSV, Choctaw County, At Unique Christening Ceremony  
(MOBILE (AL) PRESS-REGISTER 15 SEP 12) ... Ellen Mitchell 

MOBILE, Alabama -- The christening of Austal USA's 
second joint high-speed vessel today seemed like any other 
christening before it, that is, until guests realized they were 
sitting underneath the very vessel being honored.  

"I've never been to a christening that's taken place 
underneath the ship," remarked Secretary of the Navy Ray 
Mabus. "This is a view not many people will get to see once 
this ship goes into the water and into service." 

Mabus and several hundred more officials with the Navy, 
Austal and shipbuilding community gathered under the newly 
built JHSV 2 in Austal's final assembly bay in Mobile to 
christen the ship, named Choctaw County.  

JHSVs are 338 feet long, weigh 727 tons, can carry up to 
600 tons of cargo and travel at an average speed of about 35 
knots, or 40 mph. The ships will be used to move troops, 
weapons and cargo.  
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"The christening of the ship is another milestone met in 
meeting the needs of our Sailors and servicemen," Austal 
Interim President Brian Leathers said. "It's a great opportunity 
to preserve our country while providing hope and 
opportunities to so many on the Gulf Coast."  

The ship was named Choctaw County to honor the 
contributions of the men and women of rural America, Mabus 
said. Three counties in the United States, located in 
Mississippi, Alabama, and Oklahoma, share the name.  

The 29 women from the 1966 graduating class of 
Ackerman High School in Ackerman, Choctaw County, Miss., 
served as the ship's sponsors, with 18 participating in the 
ceremony. The ship was christened by Theresa Gilliam Pitts, a 
retired teacher and the lead sponsor. 

"May God bless this ship and all who sail with her," the 
ladies of Ackerman High School said as Pitts smashed a bottle 
of champagne against the bow of the ship.  

Choctaw County is scheduled to be delivered to the Navy 
in the first half of 2013. The Navy has contracted Austal to 
build seven more JHSVs, and has options for an additional 
one, bringing the total to 10. The contract has a total value of 
$1.6 billion.  

"The Navy had declined from 2001 to 2009 from 316 
ships to 282 ships," Mabus said. "By the end of this decade we 
will have at least 300 ships so we've not only stopped the 
decline, we reversed it. We need to be able to meet all the 
missions that the country needs for us to do and Austal is 
going to play a very important part in that." 

In addition to JHSVs, Austal also has a contract to build 
up to 10 littoral combat ships for the Navy, worth $3.5 billion 
if all options are executed.  

Austal has about 3,000 workers at its Mobile shipyard and 
company officials expect to increase the workforce to 4,000 in 
2013.  

 
Return to Index 
 
 

AASSIIAA  ––  PPAACCIIFFIICC::  
4. Panetta Seeks Closer Sino-U.S. Ties As China Military Expands  
(REUTERS 16 SEP 12) ... David Alexander 

TOKYO – Defense Secretary Leon Panetta will look for 
ways to deepen U.S. military relations with China during a 
visit to Asia this week, even as he works to bolster U.S. 
alliances in the region as part of a strategic shift that Beijing 
views with concern. 

Panetta, who arrived in Tokyo on Sunday on his third trip 
to Asia since becoming defense secretary, will discuss the 
realignment of U.S. military basing in Japan and expanding 
ballistic missile defense cooperation before heading to Beijing 
to try to deepen and broaden military-to-military ties. 

He wraps up his visit with defense cooperation talks in 
New Zealand. 

Senior U.S. and Chinese defense officials have made an 
effort to push their military relationship forward since it 
resumed a year and a half ago after a bitter break over U.S. 
arms sales to self-ruled Taiwan, which Beijing views as a 
breakaway province. 

But despite high-level visits by top officials, relations 
between the Pentagon and the People’s Liberation Army are 
marked by wariness and mistrust. 

“This is a relationship that has in the past been 
characterized by a lot of ups and downs and an on-again, off-
again cycle that reflected the lack of a solid foundation … 
sufficient to weather the type of turbulence that’s natural in a 
relationship that’s as broad and complex as the one that we 
have with China,” a senior defense official said on condition 
of anonymity. 

“We’re not there yet in terms of where we’d like to be in 
our military-to-military relationship, but visits like the one that 
Secretary Panetta is going to have … sustain the forward 
progress that we’ve been able to make over the past several 
months.” 

U.S. defense officials pressed for a restoration of military-
to-military ties with China because of concerns about the 
direction of Beijing’s military modernization efforts, including 
anti-ship missiles, stealth aircraft and its first aircraft carrier. 

Many of the weapons worry U.S. military leaders because 
they appear to be aimed at countering U.S. strengths and 
denying U.S. access to waterways in the region. 

U.S. defense officials believe that by engaging in 
cooperative efforts with the Chinese military, the two sides 
will gain greater familiarity with each other’s operations and 
develop transparency and communications channels that can 
help avoid misunderstandings that could lead to conflict. 

But Dean Cheng, a China analyst at the conservative 
Heritage Foundation think tank in Washington, said it wasn’t 
clear exactly what the upside to renewed ties has been. 

“The relationship is not in the deep freeze, but there is at 
best limited evidence of any kind of progress,” he said. “The 
Chinese military remains averse to transparency as the West 
understands it and remains hostile to things like U.S. military 
ships transiting China’s EEZ (exclusive economic zone) 
without prior permission.” 

The push for deeper ties comes at a time of heightened 
tensions in the region, with China locked in disputes with U.S. 
allies like Japan and the Philippines over potentially resource-
rich islands in the East and South China Seas. The United 
States has urged the parties involved to settle their disputes 
peacefully, a point Panetta said he would raise in Beijing. 

‘We don’t want provocative behavior’ 
“The United States does not take a position with regards 

to territorial disputes, but we do urge not just China but the 
other countries that are involved to engage in a process in 
which they can peacefully resolve these issues,” Panetta told 
reporters on his plane en route to Tokyo. 

He said he would encourage China to engage in the 
dispute resolution process promoted by ASEAN, the 
Association of Southeast Asian Nations, in an effort to try to 
resolve the disagreements peacefully. 

“What we don’t want is to have any kind of provocative 
behavior on the part of China or anybody else result in 
conflict,” Panetta said. “And my purpose will be to urge that 
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they engage in the effort by the ASEAN nations to try to work 
out a format for resolving these issues.” 

China’s claims over much of the South China Sea, 
including the Spratly and Paracel islands, have put it at 
loggerheads with Vietnam, the Philippines and other Southeast 
Asian nations. A similar dispute has set China against Japan in 
the East China Sea. 

China has been irked by the U.S.-backed proposals for a 
multilateral approach to resolving such disputes, preferring to 
negotiate separately with each of the far less powerful Asian 
claimants. 

The U.S. defense secretary said he hoped to talk to 
Chinese defense officials about cooperating on a range of 
additional issues where the two countries have common 
interests, including nuclear proliferation, freedom of 
navigation, piracy, trade and humanitarian assistance. 

“These are all areas where we can work together to try to 
provide security support for the Asia-Pacific region that will 

enhance the ability of that region to be able to prosper in the 
future,” Panetta said. “Those are some of the areas that I’d like 
to work on.” 

But even if Panetta is successful in moving U.S.-China 
cooperation to a new level, it is still not clear the relationship 
would deliver the kind of communications U.S. officials hope 
is possible. 

“Part of the question is what we want out of the mil-mil 
(military-to-military) relationship. If it is simply to have a 
channel available, then it is succeeding,” Cheng said. “If, 
however, it is to have a channel of communications that can 
avert a crisis or tamp down escalation at critical moments, that 
is unlikely to happen under any circumstances. 

“The PLA’s procedures and organization, including the 
important role of political officers, does not match against 
how the U.S. tends to operate.” 

 

Return to Index 
 

5. China Wary Of Moves By U.S. In Asia-Pacific 
Washington is forging closer defense ties to countries near China and renewing its focus in the South 
Pacific. 
(LOS ANGELES TIMES 16 SEP 12) ... David S. Cloud 

WASHINGTON -- When a senior U.S. general met in 
Beijing recently with Lt. Gen. Cai Yingting, the deputy chief 
of China's armed forces, Cai forcefully objected to America's 
expanding military presence in Asia and the Pacific, 
describing it as an effort to encircle his country. 

"Why are you containing us?" Cai demanded, according 
to a U.S. official who was present and described the incident 
in return for anonymity. 

The U.S. general denied seeking to contain China, but it's 
easy to see why officials in Beijing might get that impression. 

The Obama administration is forging closer defense ties 
to countries near China, including India, Vietnam, the 
Philippines, Indonesia and Singapore; repositioning troops, 
planes and ships; and stepping up aid in the South Pacific to 
offset attention from Beijing. 

Defense Secretary Leon E. Panetta is likely to face more 
sharp questions Monday when he arrives in Beijing for talks 
with Gen. Liang Guanglie, China's defense minister, the focal 
point of a trip that will also take him to Japan and New 
Zealand. 

Panetta is making his first visit to China -- but his third 
trip to the region -- since taking over the Pentagon in July 
2011, as the administration seeks to shore up alliances and 
beef up forces to provide a counterweight to China's growing 
influence in Asia and the Pacific. 

In the latest example, U.S. officials said they hoped to 
resume visits by Navy warships to New Zealand for the first 
time since 1984. Even though the South Pacific nation is a 
close American ally, Washington suspended a mutual defense 
treaty and most military cooperation with Wellington after it 
passed a law barring vessels carrying nuclear weapons or 
using nuclear power in its waters. 

U.S. officials said they were exploring whether New 
Zealand might repeal its ban on nuclear-powered ships, which 
in the U.S. fleet includes submarines and aircraft carriers. But 
the Pentagon also is considering changing its policy against 
sending even nonnuclear Navy vessels to New Zealand. 

As a result, Panetta will be the first U.S. Defense 
secretary to visit New Zealand in more than three decades. A 
resolution of the long-standing dispute would permit more 
joint naval exercises and training in the South Pacific, U.S. 
officials say. 

"We're in discussions right now, not to bring nuclear 
weapons to New Zealand but ... to help them develop their 
amphibious capability, which they are very proud of because 
they consider themselves a southwest Pacific power," the U.S. 
official said. 

Driving the change is an emerging competition for 
influence in the South Pacific, where China is cultivating tiny 
island nations by building roads, harbors and other 
development projects. Secretary of State Hillary Rodham 
Clinton two weeks ago attended a regional forum in the far-
flung Cook Islands, northeast of New Zealand. 

In public, U.S. officials say they are "rebalancing" forces 
around the globe now that U.S. troops have left Iraq and are 
withdrawing from Afghanistan, freeing up military hardware. 
They say the shift to Asia is aimed not at China, but at the 
range of security threats, including nuclear-armed North 
Korea; and at noncombat contingencies, such as humanitarian 
disasters. 

Planners at the Pentagon and at U.S. Pacific Command, 
which oversees military operations in the region, emphasize 
that they are not interested in permanent new bases or in a 
large military footprint. But they are active on multiple fronts. 

The Pentagon is reorganizing 9,000 Marines into four task 
forces to be located in Guam, Hawaii, the Japanese island of 
Okinawa and, for six-month rotations, at a base on the 
northern coast of Australia. Three squadrons of F-22 fighters, 
an advanced jet considered crucial for any engagement with 
China, will eventually be based in the region. 

The Navy will base four new lightly armed ships in 
Singapore. They will operate in the strategic Strait of Malacca 
between Malaysia and the Indonesian island of Sumatra, a 
choke point for the transit of oil and trade, and the energy-rich 
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South China Sea, where territorial jostling between China and 
other countries has created tension. 

The Obama administration is in talks with the Philippine 
government on regaining access to the Subic Bay naval base 
and Clark Air Base, two Cold War-era installations on or near 
the South China Sea. Pentagon planners say they are not 
interested in returning U.S. military personnel permanently to 
the Philippines but rather see it as a possible logistics hub, 
especially for humanitarian supplies. 

U.S. Pacific Command hopes to regain access to U-Tapao 
air base in Thailand, which the U.S. used during the Vietnam 
War to base B-52 bombers. The current plans call for the 
United States to help the Thais build a humanitarian assistance 
center, and eventually rotate U.S. troops in on temporary 
deployments to train with Thai units, U.S. officials said. 

"We had to reassure them that, no, we are not bringing B-
52s back," a senior official said about the talks with Thailand. 
"We have to be very sensitive to the domestic political 
pressure. They're not allowing us to just come barging in at 
any time." 

Since the White House announced the shift back to Asia 
last fall, some analysts have criticized it as more rhetorical 

than real. An assessment by the Center for Strategic and 
International Studies, a nonpartisan policy analysis 
organization in Washington, said the Pentagon still had "not 
adequately articulated the strategy" or explained how it would 
be achieved with a shrinking defense budget. 

"The top priority of U.S. strategy in Asia is not to prepare 
for a conflict with China," the report concluded. "It is to shape 
the conflict so that such a conflict is never necessary." 

In a formal response, Panetta said he disagreed with the 
report's finding of a "disconnect between strategy and 
resources," but acknowledged that "budgeting will be essential 
to properly execute this strategy." 

Panetta will face a difficult time convincing China's 
military leaders that the U.S. buildup isn't aimed at them. 

When his predecessor, Robert M. Gates, went to Beijing 
in early 2011, China's air force conducted the first flight test of 
an experimental stealth fighter. 

The move indicated that the Chinese military 
establishment sees the two nations more as rivals than as 
potential partners. So do some within the U.S. government. 
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6. Panetta Appeals For Restraint In Asian Territory Dispute 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 16 SEP 12) ... Dan DeLuce 

TOKYO — China and other Asian countries could end up 
at war over territorial disputes if governments keep up their 
“provocative behavior,” U.S. Defense Secretary Leon Panetta 
said Sept. 16. 

Speaking to reporters before arriving in Tokyo on a trip to 
Asia, Panetta appealed for restraint amid mounting tensions 
over territorial rights in the East China Sea and the South 
China Sea. 

“I am concerned that when these countries engage in 
provocations of one kind or another over these various islands, 
that it raises the possibility that a misjudgment on one side or 
the other could result in violence, and could result in conflict,” 
Panetta said, when asked about a clash between Japan and 
China. “And that conflict would then have the potential of 
expanding.” 

The Pentagon chief’s trip coincides with an escalating 
row between Asia’s two largest economies over an 
archipelago in the East China Sea administered by Tokyo 
under the name Senkaku and claimed by China under the 
name Diaoyu. 

Tensions have steadily mounted since pro-Beijing 
activists were arrested and deported after landing on one of the 
islands in August. Japanese nationalists then followed, raising 
their flag on the same island days later. 

On Sept. 11, Japan announced it had nationalized three of 
the islands in the chain, triggering protests in China. Tokyo 
already owns another and leases the fifth. The uninhabited 
islands are in important sea lanes and the seabed nearby is 
thought to harbor valuable mineral resources. 

Sometimes violent demonstrations have been held in 
China near diplomatic missions in the days since Tokyo’s 
announcement, although there have been no reports of deaths 
or serious injuries. 

Hong Kong broadcaster Cable TV showed footage of 
clashes Sept. 16 in Shenzhen between riot police and 
demonstrators, with some holding a banner calling for a 
“bloodbath” in Tokyo. 

Panetta said he and U.S. Secretary of State Hillary 
Clinton “both strongly urge that these countries — rather than 
engaging in that provocative behavior — engage in an effort 
to find ways to peacefully resolve these kind of issues”. 

Panetta is due to hold talks Sept. 17 with his Japanese 
counterpart where the dispute is expected to top the agenda 
before heading to China and then onto New Zealand. He 
predicted economic rivalry would lead to more feuds in the 
future over potentially resource-rich areas in the Asia-Pacific 
region. 

“We’re going to face more of this. Countries are 
searching for resources,” he said, adding: “There’s got to be a 
peaceful way to resolve these issues.” 

“What we don’t want is to have any kind of provocative 
behavior on the part of China or anybody else result in 
conflict.” 

Territorial disputes in the South China Sea also have 
Washington worried, as China has refused to withdraw claims 
to virtually all of the strategic waterway and has been accused 
of bullying smaller states in the area. 

The Philippines and Vietnam have alleged Beijing has 
used intimidation to push its claims in the South China Sea, 
through which around half of the world’s cargo passes. 

The United States has backed an effort by the 10-member 
Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) to seek a 
code to govern access to the sea, which would establish rules 
and a formal dialogue to prevent incidents from escalating into 
full-blown conflict. 

Panetta’s trip is part of a bid by President Barack Obama 
to shift Washington’s diplomatic and military focus to Asia, 
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amid concern over China’s growing power and assertive 
stance. But skeptics question if the Pentagon has the resources 

to exert sufficient influence in Asia, especially when it must 
contend with repeated crises in the Middle East. 
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7. Panetta To Urge China, Japan To Ease Tensions 
U.S. wants to avoid getting dragged into land disputes in Asia 
(WASHINGTON POST 17 SEP 12) ... Craig Whitlock 

TOKYO--Defense Secretary Leon E. Panetta arrived in 
Tokyo on Sunday for a week-long visit to the region and said 
he would urge Chinese and Japanese leaders to tone down a 
brewing political crisis over uninhabited islands in the East 
China Sea. 

A succession of highly charged territorial disputes 
between China and U.S. allies in Asia — including one this 
spring between China and the Philippines over some contested 
islets — is threatening to drag Washington into unpredictable 
security flare-ups despite the Obama administration’s efforts 
to ease tensions. 

“I am concerned that when these countries engage in 
provocations of one kind or another over these various islands 
that it raises the possibility that a misjudgment on one side or 
the other could result in violence and could result in conflict,” 
Panetta told reporters while traveling to Japan. 

The Obama administration has said it does not take sides 
in the territorial disputes. But the conflicts have arisen at a 
delicate time as Washington has been seeking to reassert its 
strategic interests in Asia and shore up its alliances in the face 
of China’s rising military and economic power. 

U.S. officials have been reassuring Japan, the Philippines 
and other allies that they will not cede influence in the region 
to China. But the Obama administration has been less clear 
about how it would respond if fighting broke out over the 
disputed islands or ignited a larger conflict. 

The most widespread antiJapanese protests in a 
generation cascaded across China over the weekend in 
response to the Japanese government’s recent efforts to assert 
control over some rocky outcroppings known as the Senkaku 
Islands. Demonstrators threw rocks at the Japanese Embassy 
in Beijing, attacked Japanese factories and looted Japanese 
department stores — egged on by anti-Japanese screeds in 
China’s state-run media. 

The protests followed a maritime standoff Friday when 
six Chinese maritime patrol ships entered Japanese waters to 
reinforce Beijing’s claim to the islands, which are known as 
Diaoyu in China. Japan’s Coast Guard responded quickly, and 
the Chinese vessels eventually backed away. 

Under a long-standing treaty with Tokyo, the United 
States is obligated to come to Japan’s defense if it is attacked. 

But Washington has not spelled out if it considers the Senkaku 
Islands to be Japanese territory. 

The tensions between China and Japan follow a similar 
dust-up this spring between China and the Philippines over 
disputed territory in the South China Sea. 

Patrol vessels from both countries engaged in a prolonged 
standoff after a Philippine navy ship — recently purchased 
from the United States — detained Chinese fishermen that it 
charged had been illegally operating in Philippine waters. 

The United States also has a mutual defense treaty with 
the Philippines. Although the Obama administration has been 
eager to bolster security cooperation with Manila, U.S. 
officials do not want to be forced to become militarily 
involved in obscure territorial feuds. 

“I’m pretty frank with people: I don’t think that we’d 
allow the U.S. to get dragged into a conflict over fish or over a 
rock,” said a senior U.S. military official, speaking on the 
condition of anonymity to discuss deliberations within the 
Obama administration. “Having allies that we have defense 
treaties with, not allowing them to drag us into a situation over 
a rock dispute, is something I think we’re pretty all well 
aligned on.” 

While the maritime feuds have concerned Washington, 
the U.S. military official noted that China has shown some 
restraint by sending maritime patrol boats to assert its 
territorial claims instead of heavily armed warships. “They’ve 
tended to deal with these things at the coast guard level,” the 
official said. 

The squabbles are occurring with more frequency because 
ownership of the obscure islands can bolster a country’s claim 
to more expansive maritime borders — and control over 
resource-rich seabeds of the South China and East China seas. 

“We’re going to face more of this,” Panetta said. 
“Countries are searching for resources. There are going to be 
questions raised as to who has jurisdiction over these areas. 
There has got to be a peaceful way to resolve these issues.” 

After Tokyo, Panetta is scheduled to stop in Beijing to 
meet with civilian and military leaders. The trip is his third to 
Asia since becoming defense secretary in July 2011 and 
follows a lengthy visit to the region this month by Secretary of 
State Hillary Rodham Clinton. 
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8. Panetta Targets Two Pacific Disputes 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 17 SEP 12) ... Julian E. Barnes 

YOKOTA, Japan--On U.S. Defense Secretary Leon 
Panetta's agenda as he arrived in Japan on Sunday was the 
goal of helping to defuse a pair of growing disputes, one 
between Japan and China, and the other between Japan and the 
U.S. 

The U.S. is increasingly worried that territorial disputes in 
the Pacific could inadvertently erupt into a conflict and is also 

hoping to disentangle snares in its own relationship with Japan 
that could threaten to derail the deployment of a new Marine 
troop-transport aircraft. 

With tensions already high between Japan and China over 
disputed islands in the East China Sea, protests by Chinese 
citizens surged Saturday over Tokyo's decision last week to 
buy three islands it doesn't own from their private owner. 
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Mr. Panetta, who heads to Beijing after his Tokyo visit, 
said the U.S. hopes territorial disputes in both the East China 
and South China seas can be settled peacefully. Tensions have 
flared in the South China Sea in recent months between China 
and the Philippines over control of the Scarborough Shoals. 

"What we don't want is any kind of provocative behavior 
on the part of China or anybody else, resulting in conflict," 
Mr. Panetta said at a news conference aboard his plane en 
route to Japan. Provocations, he said, could lead to the 
possibility of misjudgments and eventually violence. "And 
that conflict would have the potential of expanding," he 
warned. 

Mr. Panetta is to meet with Japanese Defense Minister 
Satoshi Morimoto on Monday, and the two men are scheduled 
to hold a news conference. 

Mr. Panetta will also have to navigate the shoals of a 
conflict in which the U.S. is more directly involved. Protests 
have grown in recent weeks in Okinawa over deployment of 
the Marine Corps tilt-rotor V-22 Osprey. Japanese officials 
have raised concerns about its safety and flight record and 
have succeeded in blocking deployment of as many as 24 of 
the aircraft on Okinawa. The first 12 V-22 are grounded at the 
U.S. base in Iwakuni, and haven't been allowed on to 
Okinawa.Mr. Panetta didn't address the disagreement over the 
Ospreys directly over the weekend. But he emphasized the 
importance the U.S. places on its alliance with Japan, and 
Japan's role in hosting U.S. forces in the region. 

Japanese officials have focused on recent accidents with 
the aircraft, which can take off and land like a helicopter but 
flies like a plane. Okinawans are hoping to restrict the 
altitudes at which the Ospreys can fly, but Marines object to 
the restrictions. 

In a briefing in Washington on Friday, a senior U.S. 
defense official said that the U.S. "looked forward" to making 

progress on the Osprey issue and that Tokyo and Washington 
were in a good dialogue over the deployment. "This entire 
process has been about reconfirming the safety," of the 
Osprey, the official said. "We have had a lengthy, robust, 
collaborative, constructive process that has basically led to a 
great deal of understanding, transparency and helped us make 
progress on this issue." 

Despite the collaboration and transparency, there is little 
doubt that concerns remain in Okinawa over the continued 
presence of the Marines and their plans to deploy the tilt-rotor 
Osprey. 

"That alliance provides us with a great deal of support 
with the deployment we make to the Pacific," he said. He also 
noted that the U.S. has made progress in the past year in 
reaching agreements over the future of the Marine force in 
Okinawa. Despite the new agreement, some of the stickiest 
issues—such as moving the main military base to a more rural 
part of the island—remain unresolved. 

Indonesia will try to rally Southeast Asian nations 
meeting at the United Nations this week behind a new attempt 
at talks with China to manage territorial disputes in the South 
China Sea. "We see this as a very serious problem and one 
that is demanding a solution by all of us,'' Foreign Minister 
Marty Natalegawa said Friday. 

Indonesia's effort appears aimed primarily at restoring a 
semblance of unity among members of the Association of 
Southeast Asian Nations at a time when the Philippines, in 
particular, is seeking stronger backing from its partners. 
Indonesia has sought to revive long-stalled negotiations over a 
code of conduct to act as a framework for disputes pending a 
negotiated resolution. 
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9. Japan, U.S. Defense Chiefs Confirm Osprey Ready Once Safety Ensured 
(KYODO 17 SEP 12) 

TOKYO, Sept. 17 -- Japanese Defense Minister Satoshi 
Morimoto and U.S. Defense Secretary Leon Panetta confirmed 
Monday that U.S. Marine Corps MV-22 Osprey aircraft will 
be ready for operations in Japan once flight safety is ensured. 

Panetta's two-day visit from Sunday, made en route to 
China and New Zealand, came as Tokyo and Beijing are 
locked in a dispute over islands in the East China Sea, with 
tensions reaching a new high after Japan last week purchased 
three of the islands from their Japanese owner. 

During a joint news conference after the meeting, Panetta 
strongly called for a peaceful resolution of the dispute, saying, 
"It is extremely important that diplomatic means on both sides 
be used to try to constructively resolve these issues." 

On the Osprey, whose planned deployment at a Marine 
base in Okinawa has provoked strong local opposition, the 
U.S. defense chief stressed the role the transport aircraft could 
play in defending Japan and for the bilateral alliance. 

Morimoto told the same news conference that in the talks, 
he expressed his determination to move forward the stalled 
relocation of a Marine base in Ginowan, Okinawa Prefecture, 
to a less crowded part of the main Okinawa island as agreed 
earlier. 

In a separate meeting earlier in the day, Foreign Minister 
Koichiro Gemba and Panetta agreed that Japan and the United 
States must cooperate in preventing Japan-China relations 
from being seriously damaged, Gemba told reporters after the 
talks. 

"The important thing in relations between Japan and 
China is to avoid misunderstanding and misjudgment," Gemba 
added, noting the need for stronger communication and not to 
further escalate the situation. 

Gemba and Panetta also agreed to accelerate talks 
between Japan and the United States to ensure the Osprey's 
safety, with the Japanese minister noting "substantial 
progress" made in working-level negotiations on the issue. 

Japan is negotiating ways with the U.S. government to 
ensure the safe operation of the MV-22 Ospreys to address 
concerns among people in Okinawa over the safety of the tilt-
rotor aircraft following two crashes overseas earlier this year. 

Morimoto and Panetta last met in the United States in 
August. During that meeting, the two agreed that the United 
States would not start operating the transport aircraft in Japan 
before ensuring its operational safety. 
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Twelve MV-22 Ospreys shipped from the United States 
remain on the ground at a Marine base in Iwakuni, Yamaguchi 
Prefecture. 

After test flights, the Ospreys are expected to be flown to 
the Marine Corps' Futenma Air Station in Ginowan, Okinawa, 
to replace aging CH-46 helicopters. The Pentagon hopes to put 
them into full operation in October. 

To ease public concerns, Japanese and U.S. officials have 
been discussing ways to ensure safe operation of the aircraft, 
including avoiding low-altitude flights over densely populated 
areas. 

Flight operations at the Futenma base, located in a 
crowded residential area, are supposed to be moved to a new 
site to be built in a coastal area on the same island. But 
construction of the new facility has also stalled due to local 
opposition. 

After his visit to Japan, Panetta will travel to China, 
where he will meet with his counterpart Liang Guanglie to 
deepen military-to-military engagement between the United 
States and China. 
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10. Panetta's Visit Sparks Policy Change Talk 
(NEW ZEALAND CITY 16 SEP 12) 

U.S. Defence Secretary Leon Panetta has left on a trip that 
includes the first visit to New Zealand by a U.S. defence 
secretary since Caspar Weinberger visited in 1982, sparking 
speculation of closer military ties. 

Mr. Panetta boarded an Air Force E4-B on Joint Base 
Andrews on September 15 (U.S. time) to begin an eight-day 
trip to meet counterparts in Japan, China and New Zealand, 
the U.S. Department of Defence said in a statement. 

The Los Angeles Times reported that U.S. officials said 
they hoped to resume visits by Navy warships to New Zealand 
for the first time since 1984. 

U.S. officials said they were exploring whether New 
Zealand might repeal its ban on nuclear-powered ships, which 
in the U.S. fleet includes submarines and aircraft carriers. 

But the Pentagon is also considering changing its policy 
against sending even non-nuclear Navy vessels to New 
Zealand. 

A resolution of the long-standing dispute would permit 
more joint naval exercises and training in the South Pacific, 
the newspaper reported. 

"We're in discussions right now, not to bring nuclear 
weapons to New Zealand but... to help them develop their 
amphibious capability, which they are very proud of because 
they consider themselves a southwest Pacific power," U.S. 
officials said. 

The department said Mr. Panetta will build on progress 
made when he and New Zealand Defence Minister Jonathan 
Coleman signed the Washington Declaration. 

New Zealand was a steadfast and valued military partner 
both in Afghanistan, and in responding to natural disasters and 
providing security in the South Pacific, the department said. 

U.S. media reports focused on the time Mr Panetta will 
spend in Japan and China. 

He is expected to reassure Chinese leaders that a U.S. 
military buildup in the Pacific isn't aimed at them. 

The trip comes after Secretary of State Hillary Clinton 
attended the Pacific Island Forum in August. 
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11. Manila Police, Coast Guard Add Personnel To Secure U.S. Embassy 
(GMA NEWS (PHILIPPINES) 17 SEP 12) 

The Manila police and the Philippine Coast Guard (PCG) 
on Monday further beefed up security for the United States 
(U.S.) Embassy, amid reported threats of an attack by the 
terrorist network Al-Qaeda on U.S. foreign posts. 

The Manila Police District (MPD) deployed mobile patrol 
vehicles to boost its security forces outside the embassy 
premises, radio dzBB's Carlo Mateo reported. 

The Coast Guard deployed Special Operations Group 
(SOG) teams aboard rubber boats to patrol the area of Manila 
Bay where the embassy is located. 

The beefing up of the security came a day after 
Malacañang guaranteed the safety of envoys and personnel of 

the U.S. Embassy in Manila amid the reported threats of 
attacks in other countries. 

On Sunday, deputy presidential spokesperson Abigail 
Valte also said the Muslim community in the Philippines will 
not likely undertake such attacks as it has conducted itself 
with “sobriety.” 

Valte said there is no history of such violence against 
embassies in the Philippines. 

Valte also said Metro Manila police head Chief 
Superintendent Leonardo Espina had inspected the increased 
police presence outside the U.S. Embassy. 
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MMIIDDEEAASSTT::  
12. Mideast Unrest Intensifies Debate on U.S. Intervention in Syria 
(NEW YORK TIMES 16 SEP 12) ... Robert F. Worth and Helene Cooper 

DOHA, Qatar — In recent weeks, the growing death toll 
in Syria pushed that country’s civil war to the top of the 
Obama administration’s agenda, with some Arab leaders 

pressing harder for a greater American role in toppling Syria’s 
leader, Bashar al-Assad.  
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Then came the protests of the past week in the Middle 
East — a vivid illustration that the United States’ support for 
greater democracy in the Arab world during the past two years 
is no guarantee against the incendiary power of Islamist 
sentiment and anti-American rage.  

The turmoil has only sharpened a painful quandary that 
had been largely overshadowed by the presidential campaign. 
Should the United States and its allies remain wary of toppling 
Mr. Assad, one of the region’s last secular dictators, whose 
rule, however repressive, has kept the forces of populist Islam 
in check? Or do the protests underscore the risks of inaction, 
with a rapidly growing jihadi presence in Syria that is likely to 
further destabilize the entire region?  

Already, the attacks on American and European 
diplomatic posts, and especially the deaths of an ambassador 
and three other Americans in Libya, have roused calls in the 
United States for disengagement from the Arab world and its 
seemingly endless mayhem. That a shoddy 14-minute video 
lampooning the Prophet Muhammad can provoke such anger, 
some say, bodes poorly for any future investment in Arab 
democracy.  

Yet those calls to disengage, some analysts say, threaten 
to eclipse the larger context in Syria, where rising sectarian 
bloodshed and a growing Al Qaeda presence on Israel’s 
doorstep could, if left unchecked, prove far more damaging to 
American interests than the latest turmoil.  

“You can see why the U.S. would want to disengage after 
what just happened in Cairo and Benghazi,” said Salman 
Shaikh, the director of the Brookings Doha Center. “But, in 
fact, the chaos and the Islamists we saw in Libya should be a 
warning to us about this policy of standing back. Syria could 
become far, far more dangerous than Libya for the United 
States and the region, and it’s still not too late to make a 
difference.”  

The death toll in Syria has sharply increased in recent 
weeks, with some estimates putting it at more than 23,000. 
Regional powers like Turkey and Saudi Arabia, which now 
provide a trickle of light weapons to the rebels, have made it 
clear that they will not play a more decisive role without 
American support.  

At the same time, the increasingly sectarian nature of the 
conflict and the danger of becoming involved in a proxy war 
with Iran and Russia, which continue to provide military 
support to the Syrian government, have kept the Obama 
administration and its European allies cautious. Looming over 
any potential intervention is the specter of Iraq, where a 
sectarian civil war devastated the country in 2006 and 2007 
despite a major American military presence.  

One senior administration official, speaking on the 
condition of anonymity, said the attacks on American 
Embassies last week demonstrated the soundness of President 
Obama’s approach, which involves providing humanitarian 
and logistical aid but not weapons to the rebels. Mr. Obama 
has been criticized by Republicans, including Senator John 
McCain of Arizona, who has advocated a military approach, 
and Mitt Romney, the party’s presidential nominee, who 
proposes arming the opposition via intermediaries but not 
directly.  

Any effort to intervene militarily in Syria would probably 
take place without the imprimatur of the United Nations 
Security Council, where Russia has consistently opposed it.  

“These incidents will further give people pause because 
already our intelligence agencies have been telling us that 
amongst the Syrian opposition — the people who we’re 
supposed to support — some of them are Al Qaeda affiliates,” 
said Brian Katulis, a national security expert at the Center for 
American Progress, a research and advocacy organization with 
close ties to the Obama White House.  

Adding to the complexity of the Syria issue is the 
connection with Iran and the debate in the United States and 
Israel over whether to use airstrikes to stop Iran’s nuclear 
program. One argument for toppling Mr. Assad has been to 
weaken Tehran, which has depended on Syria as its lone Arab 
ally and conduit to Hezbollah and other anti-Israel groups. 
Iran’s economy is already buckling under sanctions, and if 
Iran lost Syria’s support, it might be more amenable to a 
compromise over its nuclear program, or so the theory goes.  

But it is far from clear that Western intervention in Syria 
would succeed in ousting Iran, which has deep networks in the 
country and might prove more adept than any Western or Arab 
power at operating in a chaotic, post-Assad Syria.  

Some proponents of intervention argue that it is likely to 
take place at some point, and that by then the United States 
and its allies will have fewer options. Mr. Obama has already 
said he would step in if Syria appeared ready to use chemical 
weapons, and a vastly increased death toll — or the threat of 
genocidal attacks on one of Syria’s religious or ethnic 
minorities — would create much greater pressure to intervene. 
If the rebels succeed in toppling Mr. Assad on their own, the 
resulting chaos and power struggle would also create a strong 
incentive for intervention.  

“The risk of not intervening is not just that you create 
greater operating room for jihadis,” said Emile Hokayem, a 
senior fellow at the International Institute for Strategic 
Studies. “You also risk not having any allies on the ground the 
day after Assad falls,” and no power to shore up moderates in 
the new Syria.  

Apart from the question of intervention, the latest anti-
American protests could influence the way the United States 
allocates the limited support it has been providing to the rebels 
fighting Mr. Assad’s government.  

“The focus so far has been on identifying rebel groups to 
support” and weeding out the more Islamist elements, Mr. 
Hokayem said. “You can be sure those categories are going to 
harden.”  

Officials with the Free Syrian Army, the main rebel 
opposition group in Syria, have been in Washington calling 
for the United States and other nations to establish a partial 
no-fly zone over Syria.  

Administration officials close to Mr. Obama say that 
while he remains opposed to military intervention in Syria, the 
events of the past week have not turned him away from any 
kind of engagement with the Syrian opposition.  

Friends and associates of J. Christopher Stevens, the 
American ambassador killed during the attack in Benghazi, 
say the last thing that he would have wanted to see was the 
United States retreat from the Arab world, including Syria. 
Mr. Stevens was considered for a top post at the embassy in 
Damascus, the Syrian capital, before he decided to go to 
Libya.  

“Chris believes, and would say, ‘This takes a robust form 
of diplomacy that we’re not good at because we’re used to 
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dealing with dictatorships,’ ” said Andrew J. Tabler, a Syria 
expert for the Washington Institute for Near East Policy. “He 
knew there were risks. What I’m worried about is if Libya is 
used as an excuse for the United States to pull back from the 

region. The reality there has just changed, and the people now 
are a factor in these countries.”  

Robert F. Worth reported from Doha, and Helene Cooper 
from Washington. 

 
Return to Index 
 

13. Most U.S. Government Workers, Families Evacuated From Tunisia, Sudan 
(WASHINGTON POST 16 SEP 12) ... Michael Birnbaum and Karen DeYoung 

CAIRO — The Obama administration ordered the 
evacuation of all but emergency U.S. government personnel, 
and all family members, from diplomatic missions in Tunisia 
and Sudan on Saturday and warned Americans not to travel to 
those countries. 

Meanwhile, Libyan authorities have arrested at least 50 
people in the wake of last week’s killing of U.S. Ambassador 
to Libya J. Christopher Stevens in a mob attack in the city of 
Benghazi, Libya’s parliament chief said Sunday, according to 
CBS news.  

Saturday’s evacuation order came as leaders across the 
Muslim world took stock of their relationship with the United 
States, a major provider of aid and investment, and struggled 
to balance it with the will of their populations. In Sudan, the 
State Department order came after the government in 
Khartoum rejected a U.S. request to send a Marine anti-
terrorism unit to protect the embassy there, which came under 
attack by protesters Friday. 

In Yemen, al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula issued a 
statement urging more killings of U.S. diplomats, and the 
Yemeni parliament demanded that all foreign troops in the 
country be sent home, including roughly 50 U.S. Marines 
deployed to protect the embassy there. The U.S. military and 
CIA have been in Yemen for some time, in cooperation with 
the Yemeni government, as part of counterterrorism 
operations. 

The decision to evacuate was the latest consequence of a 
week of anti-American rage across more than 20 countries in 
the Muslim world. The violence was kicked off by a 
controversial video mocking the prophet Muhammad and has 
left close to a dozen dead, including four Americans killed in a 
consulate attack in Libya. A tense calm held across the Middle 
East on Sunday, but the fears of continued violence lingered. 
Israel’s national airline, El Al, announced Sunday that it 
would stop flying to Cairo, citing high security and operating 
costs for largely empty flights, the Associated Press reported. 

U.S. officials said they ordered the evacuation of the 
diplomatic missions in Tunisia and Sudan out of caution rather 
than knowledge of any specific threats. The United States does 
not currently have an ambassador assigned to Sudan but 
maintains a diplomatic presence there. 

The order leaves a significantly reduced diplomatic 
presence in Tunisia, the country that sparked the Arab Spring 
last year, where additional security was also deployed to the 
embassy last week. A travel warning issued for Tunisia noted 
that the international airport was open in Tunis, the capital, 
“and U.S. citizens are encouraged to depart by commercial 
air.” 

Saturday’s pullback follows the evacuation of U.S. 
diplomatic personnel from Libya, following the deaths of 
Stevens and three other State Department employees who 

were killed Tuesday when suspected Islamic militants fired on 
the U.S. consulate in Benghazi with rocket propelled grenades. 

In an interview with CBS News Sunday, Mohammed al-
Megaryef, president of the Libyan National Congress, said 
more than 50 people had been arrested following the attack. 

Megaryef said “a few” of those who joined in the attack 
were foreigners, who had entered Libya “from different 
directions, some of them definitely from Mali and Algeria.” 

“The others are affiliates and maybe sympathizers,” he 
added. 

As the administration continued to reach out aggressively 
to its allies and partners in the region and beyond, Secretary of 
State Hillary Rodham Clinton spoke by telephone Saturday 
with the leaders or foreign ministers of Britain, Libya, Egypt, 
France, Saudi Arabia, Turkey and Somalia, the State 
Department said. 

In Egypt, after days of pressure from the United States, 
President Mohamed Morsi took decisive action Saturday 
against lingering protests near the U.S. Embassy, with police 
making arrests and clearing Tahrir Square of demonstrations 
whose cause Morsi had only days earlier endorsed. But he had 
to contend with continued pressure from ultraconservative 
Muslims and disaffected young people who had fought for 
days near the embassy. 

Morsi had been in the middle of negotiating more than $1 
billion in aid, debt forgiveness and U.S. investments when 
protesters, prodded by rage over the obscure anti-Islam video 
that was made in the United States, stormed the embassy walls 
and pulled down and destroyed the American flag. The 
assistance talks have been subsumed by the days of protests 
near the embassy – some of which were called for by Morsi’s 
own Muslim Brotherhood party. 

But it is the once-repressed, ultra-conservative Salafists 
who have proved the most complicated for Morsi to handle as 
he navigates his nation of 83 million people through a 
democratic transition that has freed citizens to be as 
religiously conservative and anti-American as they wish. The 
Salafist Nour party was one of the main sparks of the Tuesday 
protests in Cairo that presaged the regional conflagration, 
although Nour backed off when the situation turned violent 
and endorsed Saturday’s sweep of Tahrir. 

The Salafists’ first taste of political power is toning down 
their rhetoric, some experts say. Salafists helped form a human 
chain in Tahrir Square on Friday to keep the most violent 
protesters away from security forces. 

Divisions in Egypt  
But for Morsi, attending to religious conservatives in the 

country will be a major consideration as his term unfolds. 
“Now Salafists are calling him out and saying that he isn’t 

the most fervent defender of the faith,” said Shadi Hamid, an 
Egypt expert at the Brookings Doha Center. “That puts him in 
a bind.” 
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Salafists who were long repressed under President Hosni 
Mubarak are now able to follow their strict faith openly. And 
after the revolution, many Salafists turned to politics after 
years of assiduously avoiding it. They were the second-largest 
bloc after the Muslim Brotherhood’s Freedom and Justice 
Party in the now-dissolved parliament.  

Though Salafists are a diffuse coalition, Morsi and his 
associates view them as major contenders. 

“It’s a bigger group than the Muslim Brotherhood. It’s 
much bigger,” said a Freedom and Justice Party official who 
spoke on the condition of anonymity to candidly discuss party 
strategy. “If we have access to 5 million members, they 
probably have access to 30 million people. The difference is 
huge.” 

Their influence is large enough that Morsi held back from 
condemning the assault on the U.S. Embassy in Cairo for days 
last week, until after a stern phone call from President Obama. 

On Saturday, security forces finally cleared Tahrir Square 
of protesters, using tear gas and water cannons. The 
government made 220 protest-related arrests Saturday, 
according to news reports. 

But in a measure of the Salafists’ sway, government 
forces left undisturbed an encampment of supporters of Omar 
Abdel-Rahman, the blind sheik who is serving a life sentence 
in a U.S. prison for involvement in the 1993 World Trade 
Center bombing. Those protesters have been dug in near the 
U.S. Embassy for more than a year. 

Changes on the street  
On Aziz B’illah Street in northeast Cairo, where Salafist 

book shops spill onto sidewalks and mannequins wearing 
jeweled black veils are propped in storefronts, many revel in 
the freedoms they have won since the revolution but warn that 
Morsi cannot take their support for granted. 

“What happened in Egypt was the minimum response to 
the movie,” said Abdelrahman Said Kamel, 30, who was 
selling brightly colored women’s clothing at a street kiosk 
Saturday and said he had protested at the U.S. Embassy 

several times this week. “I can’t understand how America is 
trying to help us economically but insulting our prophet.” 

At Walid Eglan’s bookstore, he and a colleague were 
trying to understand why the American government did not act 
more forcefully against the makers of the video. 

“What happened in Libya gave people more courage to 
demonstrate at the embassy here” later in the week, Eglan, 38, 
said, though he added that he disapproved of the violence. 
“You have to be respectful of the world.” 

From his perch on the street, Eglan had watched 
Mubarak’s state security agents demonstrate their disrespect 
for his world. For years, watchful security agents waited at 
street corners to demand identification from bearded men and 
harass worshipers at the major Salafist mosque that opens onto 
the middle of the block. 

One morning six years ago, he said, truckloads of state 
security men descended on the street and confiscated the gold-
embossed religious texts he sold out of a stand. His first son 
was just a week old, and Eglan was left to rebuild his life as 
his wife had another son and then a third. 

After state security melted away one day during the 
revolution last year, life on the street started to revive. 

Now, he said, Salafists are on the upswing, with enough 
power to control the country’s future, even with Morsi, a 
member of the more-moderate Muslim Brotherhood, trying to 
project a Western-friendly face to attract help for Egypt’s 
moribund economy. 

In the end, Eglan said, Egyptians know where their 
president’s sympathies will be oriented. “Morsi?” Eglan said. 
“He’s a Salafi.” 

As for the United States, he said, “America helps Israel. 
And they helped Mubarak, not the Egyptian people. America 
helped Mubarak keep Egyptians unemployed, keep them 
uneducated, keep them uncivilized.” 

DeYoung reported from Washington. Haitham Tabei in 
Cairo, Babak Dehghanpisheh in Beirut and Mohammed Al-
Qadhi in Sanaa, Yemen, contributed to this report. 
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14. On Eve Of Jewish New Year, Israelis Dread Possible Iran Strike And Worry About Ties With U.S. 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 16 SEP 12) 

JERUSALEM — Israelis ushered in the Jewish New Year 
on Sunday with a sense of uncertainty, fearful that war with 
Iran could break out this year. 

The two-day Rosh Hashana holiday, which was beginning 
at sundown, commemorates the creation of the world — 
which this year reached the age of 5773, according to the 
Jewish calendar. In synagogues, special prayers are recited 
and a ram’s horn is blown, and at festive family meals, apple 
slices are eaten in honey to signify a sweet new year. The 
holiday also begins a 10-day period of introspection 
culminating with Yom Kippur, or the Day of Atonement. 

Police spokesman Micky Rosenfeld said several thousand 
police officers were on patrol in Jerusalem, a standard 
deployment to secure public areas during the holiday. But 
paramilitary border police and undercover units were also 
deployed in case of additional demonstrations by Muslims in 
the city against an incendiary film portraying the Prophet 
Muhammad. Small protests took place in Jerusalem last week, 

though nothing close to the intensity of larger demonstrations 
in Libya, Yemen and Egypt. 

In a break from years past, Israel did not seal off the West 
Bank or restrict entry of Palestinians into Israel for this year’s 
holiday. In recent months, Israel has relaxed restrictions on 
West Bank Palestinians, issuing them more Israeli work 
permits and allowing tens of thousands to visit Israel during 
the Muslim holy month of Ramadan and the subsequent Eid 
al-Fitr holiday. 

Public transportation and stores shut down for the festival 
and the country came to a standstill as Israelis sat down with 
family and loved ones for the traditional holiday dinner 
Sunday night. 

Edna Cohen, 64, from Petah Tikvah said that media 
reports of possible hostilities with Iran are making her feel 
uneasy. “There is a lot of talk in the papers and on the radio 
about this and I get worried,” she said. 

Earlier in the day, Israelis packed grocery aisles and 
stocked their carts with last-minute essentials for the holiday. 
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At a kiosk in Jerusalem, Arielle Goetschel, 23, who 
immigrated from France two weeks ago, said she was stressed, 
joking that she couldn’t find the vegetables she needed — but 
mainly because of the threat of a war with Iran. 

“We’re really worried,” Goetschel said, standing next to 
her husband. But, she added: “We want to be with the rest of 
the Jews. We feel more secure here.” 

The possibility that Israel may strike Iran’s nuclear 
program to prevent it from developing the capability to make 
weapons-grade material has dominated headlines in the Jewish 
state for the past year. Israeli rhetoric has reached a fever pitch 
in recent weeks, with leaders claiming that Iran is getting 
perilously close to developing a nuclear bomb. 

Israel considers a nuclear-armed Iran to be a mortal threat. 
It cites Iranian threats to destroy Israel, Iran’s development of 
missiles capable of striking it, and Iranian support for Arab 
militant groups on Israel’s northern and southern borders. Iran 
says its nuclear program is for peaceful purposes only. 

Few nations in the West believe the Iranian claim, but 
differences have emerged in how to confront the Islamic state. 
Israel, warning that time is running out, has repeatedly 
threatened to attack unilaterally if it concludes Iran is 
approaching weapons capability. The U.S. says tough 
international sanctions and diplomacy must be given time to 
work. 

These different approaches have spilled over into public 
disagreement between the two allies as President Barack 
Obama resists Israeli calls to set explicit “red lines” for Iran. 

In a battery of holiday interviews granted to Israeli media 
and American TV networks, Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu intensified his campaign to push the U.S. to declare 
the conditions that would necessitate a strike on Iran’s nuclear 
facilities. 

“Iran is guided by a leadership with an unbelievable 
fanaticism,” he told NBC. “You want these fanatics to have 
nuclear weapons?” 

American officials have said they understand Israel’s 
concerns, but there are signs that Netanyahu’s challenges in 
the media are weighing on American patience. 

In an interview published in Foreign Policy magazine, 
U.S. Secretary of Defense Leon Panetta implied Netanyahu is 
forcing the issue. “Red lines are kind of political arguments 
that are used to try to put people in a corner,” he said. 

Nahum Barnea, a prominent Israeli commentator, said 
Netanyahu has succeeded at pressuring the international 
community to increase sanctions. But in recent weeks, “Israeli 
pressure caused more harm than good,” he wrote in the 
Yedioth Ahronoth newspaper. 

“The public conflict with the American administration 
weakened Israel’s power of deterrence; got the state involved, 
against its better interests, in the U.S. elections race; caused 
unnecessary economic and political damage; and did not in 
any way advance the struggle to stop Iran,” Barnea wrote. 

At a supermarket in central Jerusalem, Israeli shoppers 
seemed confused if the Israeli warnings about Iran were real 
or bluff. “You see Rabbi Ovadia Yosef saying we need extra 
prayers,” said Amram Levy, 50, an ultra-Orthodox Jew, citing 
an influential rabbi. But, he added, “we don’t really know if 
it’s really dangerous, or if they’re just inflating things.” 

In a ray of optimism, Yedioth Ahronoth published an 
upbeat letter from Gilad Schalit, the former Israeli soldier held 
by the Islamic group Hamas in Gaza for five years and 
swapped last October for more than 1,000 Palestinian 
prisoners. His release was cause for national celebration in 
Israel. 

It was Schalit’s most detailed personal account to the 
Israeli public about his first year of freedom. Schalit said he is 
still often greeted with hugs by teary Israelis, and said a 
champagne-soaked celebration with basketball players at the 
NBA finals in Miami was the most significant experience he’d 
had since his release. 

Schalit said he plans a long hike in nature, and then to 
begin university studies next year. 

“Anyone can suddenly find himself in extreme 
circumstances,” Schalit wrote. “Always, always remember 
that there is a chance for rescue from every trouble.” 
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15. U.S. Outposts Still Face Threat In Muslim World 
(WASHINGTON POST 16 SEP 12) ... Michael Birnbaum and Karin Brulliard 

CAIRO — After days of anti-American turmoil in the 
Muslim world, governments on Sunday looked ahead to a 
week of trying to make an uneasy accommodation between the 
anger of their citizens and their desire to convince the United 
States of their goodwill. 

But U.S. diplomatic outposts remained under threat. In 
Pakistan, at least one protester was killed and 18 were injured 
Sunday as hundreds of people broke through a barricade in a 
march to the U.S. Consulate in Karachi, and thousands more 
rallied in Lahore, where American flags were burned, the 
Associated Press reported. 

In Cairo, the U.S. Embassy returned to full staffing 
Sunday, a spokesman said, for the first time since Tuesday 
protests against an anti-Islam video made in the United States 
sparked turmoil across the Muslim world. But the American 
diplomatic presence remained reduced elsewhere in the 
region, meaning that there were fewer routes to repair 
relations even as they came under the most strain since the 

wave of democratic change caused last year by the Arab 
Spring. 

In Tunisia, where additional security has been deployed to 
protect the embassy, the Saturday decision to withdraw 
nonessential U.S. staff from the mission there appeared to jar 
Tunisian officials, who have marketed the country as a model 
of democratic transformation after the peaceful toppling last 
year of the longtime president, Zine El Abidine Ben Ali. 
Tunisia’s 2011 protests set the rest of the Arab world afire — 
and led, in the end, to newfound freedoms for many citizens to 
express their distaste for their own governments and for the 
United States. 

Leaders have struggled ever since to accommodate those 
anti-American sentiments. 

In an address to the nation Friday night, Tunisian 
President Moncef Marzouki condemned that day’s violent 
attack on the U.S. Embassy and an American school, in which 
four protesters were killed. He said those who organized the 
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protest — widely described here as religious hard-liners 
known as Salafists — had “crossed a red line.” Yet he also 
sought to appease the sentiments of those reportedly angered 
by the video, “The Innocence of Muslims,” saying Tunisia 
would work with Egypt to sue its producers.  

Hedi Ben Abbas, a foreign affairs minister of state whose 
portfolio includes the Americas, said in an interview Sunday 
that the Tunisian government “deeply regrets” the American 
decision to pull its diplomats following the attack, which he 
insisted was triggered by religious fervor, not anti-American 
anger.  

Security officials, Ben Abbas said, were overhauling their 
procedures and could now “guarantee” the safety of all 
diplomatic facilities and foreigners. He said the government, 
which is headed by a moderate Islamist party that has faced 
criticism for tolerating religious zealotry, is determined to 
respond more firmly than it has to previous violent protests 
staged by Salafists. Dozens of people suspected of 
involvement in the riot have been arrested, according to local 
news reports.  

Friday’s demonstration, Ben Abbas said, “was for us the 
end of the game.”  

“We understand that there was a failure,” he said of 
security measures at the embassy and school. “Let’s be clear, 
the plan we put in place was not enough. It was weak.”  

“The government of America cannot be responsible for 
the movie,” he said. Similarly, he said, “the Americans cannot 
blame the Tunisian government for the behavior” of 
protesters. 

“The United States should trust us again,” Ben Abbas 
said. “We need them more than ever to support democracy.”  

American support comes in many forms in the region, 
ranging from diplomatic relations to aid to investment. Its 
future is being newly evaluated. 

In Egypt, the government of President Mohamed Morsi 
and the Obama administration had been hammering out the 
final points of an aid deal that could forgive a sizable chunk of 
the more than $3 billion that the Egyptian government owes to 
the United States. But with embassy activity largely reduced 
last week and the United States initially disappointed at the 
Egyptian government’s response to the protests, the final 
outcome of the aid talks remains uncertain, as does 
congressional support for a deal. 

Morsi has pursued a diplomatic path far different from 
former president Hosni Mubarak, who hewed closely to the 
U.S. line, or even from the interim military-dominated 
government that ran the country from February 2011 until 
Morsi took power at the end of June. On Sunday, Morsi met in 
Cairo with Sudanese President Omar al-Bashir, despite an 
International Criminal Court warrant for the Sudanese leader’s 
arrest — and despite a sharp decline in relations between 
Sudan and the United States since Friday, when the U.S. 
Embassy was attacked by protesters in Khartoum.  

The Sudanese government refused Saturday to allow U.S. 
Marines to secure U.S. diplomats there, and the State 
Department pulled out nonessential personnel in response. 

Separately, in Libya, where U.S. Ambassador J. 
Christopher Stevens was killed Tuesday along with three other 
U.S. diplomatic staffers in an attack on the consulate in 
Benghazi, President Mohammed el-Megarif on Sunday 
announced the arrests of about 50 people in connection with 
the attack. In an interview with CBS News, Megarif said that 
“foreigners,” some from Mali and Algeria, had participated in 
the attack and that he had “no doubt” that it was preplanned. 
But on the same program, U.S. Ambassador to the United 
Nations Susan Rice said that officials had seen no evidence to 
support such a conclusion.  

Brulliard reported from Tunis. 
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16. Israeli Leader Makes Case Against Iran on U.S. TV 
(NEW YORK TIMES 16 SEP 12) ... Steven Lee Myers 

WASHINGTON — Having been rebuffed privately by 
President Obama last week, Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu of Israel took to the airwaves in the United States 
on Sunday to warn that Iran was only six or seven months 
from having “90 percent” of what it needed to make an atomic 
bomb.  

Mr. Netanyahu received sharp criticism at home and 
abroad for similar remarks last week, which were widely seen 
as an effort to put pressure on Mr. Obama to act more 
forcefully against Iran. And yet, less than two months before 
Election Day, he turned to the weekly platform for American 
politics — the Sunday morning political talk shows — to 
make his case more urgently and specifically than ever to a 
wider American audience.  

He repeated his warning that the only way to stop Iran 
was for the United States to draw a distinct “red line” on that 
country’s nuclear activity and declare that crossing it would 
trigger military intervention. But he also offered his most 
explicit description to date of the level of nuclear development 
that he would regard as particularly dangerous: one bomb’s 
worth of medium-enriched uranium, a level that would take 

Iran close to a bomb but would still require additional work to 
make a weapon.  

He implied that Iran would cross that line soon. “You 
know, they’re in the last 20 yards, and you can’t let them cross 
that goal line,” Mr. Netanyahu said on the NBC News 
program “Meet the Press,” displaying his familiarity with 
American football, another Sunday ritual here. “You can’t let 
them score a touchdown, because that would have 
unbelievable consequences, grievous consequences for the 
peace and security of us all, of the world really.”  

Iran, which denies that it is pursuing nuclear weapons, 
warned on Sunday that it would retaliate across the region if it 
came under attack.  

The warnings and threats came after a tumultuous and 
violent week in the Middle East, which left the Obama 
administration reeling at times and straining to sustain 
relations with two allies that have long been viewed as pillars 
of stability in the region, Israel and Egypt.  

On several Sunday shows, Susan E. Rice, the American 
representative at the United Nations, sought to defend the 
administration’s handling of each relationship. She said that 
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the United States cooperated closely with Israel but believed 
there was time for diplomacy and sanctions in the case of Iran.  

In the case of Egypt, she argued against cutting the annual 
$1.5 billion in American assistance, an action that some have 
urged in the wake of the storming of the American Embassy in 
Cairo last week.  

“We think that despite this very bumpy path we’re on and 
the very disturbing images we’ve seen, it’s in the United 
States’ fundamental interest that people have the ability to 
choose their own governments — that these governments be 
democratic and free,” Ms. Rice said on “Meet the Press.” 
“That’s in our long-term best interest. We need to reinforce 
that with our assistance.”  

The protests, which were inspired by an American-made 
video denigrating the Prophet Muhammad, spread from Cairo 
to Libya, where the American ambassador, J. Christopher 
Stevens, and three other Americans were killed. Since then, 
the protests have spread to nearly two dozen countries and 
forced the State Department to evacuate all but emergency 
staff members from its embassies in Sudan and Tripoli, Libya, 
on Saturday, though the intensity of the demonstrations 
appeared to be subsiding.  

Mr. Netanyahu, who also appeared on the CNN program 
“State of the Union” on Sunday, sought to link the violence 
with Iran’s nuclear ambitions, arguing that Iran’s leaders were 
driven by the same fanaticism that enraged the protesters. 
Israel has its own nuclear weapons arsenal, though it has never 
publicly acknowledged it.  

“All the things that you see now in these mobs storming 
the American Embassies is what you will see with a regime 
that would have atomic bombs,” he said on CNN. “You can’t 
have such people have atomic bombs.”  

In Iran, the commander of the powerful Islamic 
Revolutionary Guards Corps, Gen. Mohammad Ali Jafari, 
took the unusual step of holding a news conference on Sunday 
to warn that “nothing will remain” in Israel if it or any other 
nation launches attacks against his country.  

He said that Iran and its allies — presumably Hezbollah 
in Lebanon and Hamas in Gaza — would retaliate at Israel’s 
borders, as would Iran itself in Israel and beyond, targeting 
American military bases in the Persian Gulf and shutting down 
the Strait of Hormuz. Iran has often threatened to counter any 
attack, but the general’s threats were unusually specific and 
signaled Iran’s intent to turn any possible attack into a 
regional conflict.  

“Our response to Israel is clear: I think nothing will 
remain of Israel,” General Jafari said, according to an account 
by The Associated Press. “Given Israel’s small land area and 
its vulnerability to a massive volume of Iran’s missiles, I don’t 
think any spot in Israel will remain safe.”  

General Jafari also confirmed, in what appeared to be the 
clearest terms so far, that some high-level advisers from his 

elite unit were working in Syria and Lebanon, underscoring 
how deeply intertwined the many conflicts in the region have 
become.  

The United States and Israel have cooperated closely over 
most security matters for years, including Iran’s nuclear 
efforts, but Mr. Netanyahu’s remarks over the last week 
underscored his desire that the administration act more 
forcefully with Iran. It also highlighted his evident personal 
estrangement with Mr. Obama.  

The two spoke by telephone on Tuesday after Mr. 
Netanyahu’s first remarks.  

While the United States and the International Atomic 
Energy Agency have cited Iranian efforts to accelerate work 
on enriching uranium, American officials say there is not hard 
and clear evidence that Iran has resumed work on the military 
components necessary to build a bomb.  

Iran possesses enough low-enriched uranium to make five 
or six weapons, but that process would be lengthy. Mr. 
Netanyahu is particularly concerned about a new line of 
production of uranium largely being conducted in a deep 
underground site invulnerable to Israeli attack. Iran is 
expected to have roughly a bomb’s worth of that medium-
enriched uranium within half a year.  

Despite Mr. Netanyahu’s contention that Iran is close to 
developing a nuclear weapons capacity, administration 
officials have said there would still be time for the United 
States and others to detect and, if necessary, respond to an 
effort to move from merely enriching to constructing a bomb.  

The differences between Mr. Netanyahu and Mr. Obama 
were fully on display on Sunday. Ms. Rice argued that 
international diplomacy and economic sanctions were having 
an impact on Iran and should be given time to work.  

“They are not there yet,” she said, referring to the 
American assessment of where Iran’s nuclear weapons 
ambitions stand. “They are not there yet, and our assessment is 
— and we share this regularly with our Israeli counterparts in 
the intelligence and defense community — that there is time 
and space for the pressure we are mounting, which is 
unprecedented in terms of sanctions, to still yield results.”  

Mr. Netanyahu insisted that he was not trying to influence 
American politics. He expressed respect for Mr. Obama’s vow 
not to allow Iran to acquire an atomic bomb.  

Asked specifically if he felt that Mr. Obama’s Republican 
opponent, Mitt Romney, would take a firmer stand toward 
Iran, Mr. Netanyahu demurred.  

Mr. Romney and Mr. Netanyahu, who are friends, worked 
together briefly in the 1970s at Boston Consulting Group.  

“What’s guiding my statements is not the American 
political calendar but the Iranian nuclear calendar,” he said.  
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17. No Plans To Bolster U.S. Forces In Mideast: Panetta 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 16 SEP 12) ... Dan De Luce 

The U.S. military has no major plans to bolster its forces 
in the Middle East despite a week of violent protests targeting 
diplomatic outposts, Defense Secretary Leon Panetta said 
Sunday. 

With a substantial force already deployed in the region 
coupled with two U.S. Marine counter-terrorism teams sent to 
Libya and Yemen, the military has the ability to respond as 
necessary to protect American diplomats, Panetta told 
reporters before arriving in Tokyo on an Asian tour. 
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"We do have a major presence in the region," he said. 
"Having said that we've enhanced that with FAST (Fleet 

Anti-Terrorism Security Team) teams and others so that if 
they are requested, they can respond more quickly." 

But the Pentagon chief said at the moment there was not a 
need for dispatching additional forces to the region beyond 
what was requested by the State Department to safeguard 
diplomatic outposts. 

"I don't anticipate a situation right now where we would 
have to do something on our own," he said. 

"Our approach right now is not do anything unless 
requested by the State Department." 

Two 50-strong U.S.. Marine counter-terrorism units were 
sent to Libya and Yemen after Tuesday's assault in Benghazi 
to safeguard embassies there. 

Panetta praised the Libyan government's efforts to 
strengthen security at U.S. missions and search for those 
behind the deadly attack on Tuesday against the American 
consulate in Benghazi. 

"I think they are making a strong effort to try to respond 
to this crisis and deal with the issues involved." 

The assault, in which security teams were overwhelmed 
by heavily-armed gunmen, killed the U.S. ambassador Chris 
Stevens and three of his staff, in the worst attack on an 
American diplomatic mission since the 1970s. 

Asked if Al-Qaeda militants were to blame for the assault 
in Benghazi, Panetta said: "That remains to be determined. 
That's part of what the investigation will determine." 

But he said that Al-Qaeda's branches in North Africa 
remained a serious threat and the United States would keep up 
relentless pressure on the extremists. 

"We have to continue to go after Al-Qaeda wherever they 
are and whatever affiliates they have that are engaged in 
terrorism," said Panetta, who served as director of the Central 
Intelligence Agency before taking over at the Defense 
Department. 

As protests spread over an inflammatory American-made 
film from Tunisia to Indonesia, U.S. plans to send a Marine 
unit to protect the embassy in Sudan had to be dropped after 
the Sudanese government rejected the U.S. request, the official 
SUNA news agency reported. 

Guards on the roof of the embassy fired warning shots on 
Friday as the compound was breached by protesters waving 
Islamic banners, after earlier ransacking parts of the British 
and German missions in the Sudanese capital. 

Panetta expressed cautious optimism that the violence had 
begun to recede. 

"Today there continue to be some demonstrations. It 
would appear there's some levelling off of the violence that we 
thought might take place," he said. 

But he added "We will have to remain very vigilant." 
Panetta's week long trip, with stops in Tokyo, Beijing and 

Auckland, marks the latest attempt to shift U.S. policy towards 
the Asia-Pacific, but the attack in Libya illustrated how 
Washington is continually drawn back to crises in the Middle 
East. 
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AAFFGGHHAANNIISSTTAANN::  
18. Audacious Raid on NATO Base Shows Taliban’s Reach 
(NEW YORK TIMES 16 SEP 12) ... Alissa J. Rubin 

KABUL, Afghanistan — An audacious Taliban attack on 
a heavily fortified base in southern Afghanistan did far more 
damage than initially reported, destroying or severely 
damaging eight attack jets in the most destructive single strike 
on Western matériel in the 11-year war, military officials said 
Sunday.  

While other attacks have caused greater loss of life, the 
assault late Friday at Camp Bastion in Helmand Province, one 
of the largest and best-defended posts in Afghanistan, was 
troubling to NATO because the attackers were able to 
penetrate the base, killing two Marines and causing more than 
$200 million in damage. “We’re saying it’s a very 
sophisticated attack,” said a military official here. “We’ve lost 
aircraft in battle, but nothing like this.”  

The complex attack, which NATO officials said was 
conducted by three tightly choreographed teams of militants 
wearing American Army uniforms, was a reminder that the 
Taliban remain capable of serious assaults despite the “surge” 
offensive against them. Now the offensive is over, and nearly 
10,000 American Marines have left Helmand Province, a 
critical stronghold for the Taliban, over the past several 
months.  

Together with a rash of attacks by Afghan security forces 
against NATO troops — including two over the weekend that 
left at least six coalition service members dead — the Taliban 
have put new pressure on the American withdrawal plan, 

which calls for accelerated troop pullouts through 2014 while 
training Afghan forces to take over.  

At the same time, tensions with the government flared 
Sunday as President Hamid Karzai condemned the deaths of 
Afghan women in airstrikes and criticized the continued 
American custody of hundreds of Afghan prisoners.  

The military investigation into the attack at Bastion is 
now trying to uncover whether the insurgents had help from 
inside the camp and whether they were trained or aided by 
neighboring countries, such as Pakistan or Iran, which have 
allowed the Taliban to take refuge on their territory. But 
military officials and Afghan analysts said that the insurgents 
may well have prepared for their mission in significant 
measure by studying easily available satellite images on the 
Internet. “We don’t underestimate the enemy,” the military 
official said, speaking on the condition of anonymity because 
of the continuing investigation. “We know the enemy has 
limited capability to do these, but they are not a whole bunch 
of yokels running around the country.”  

The 15 insurgents conducting the attack lost no time from 
the moment they blew a hole in the perimeter at one of the 
closest points to the airfield, military officials said. They then 
raced toward their targets, shooting and setting fire to parked 
Navy AV-8B Harrier jets and destroying three refueling 
stations, even as a quick reaction force was mustering to fight 
them off, a military official said. “It was a running gun battle 
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for a while, two and a half hours, nonetheless they were able 
to get to the aircraft before we could intercept them,” a 
military official said, noting that because it happened at night 
it was difficult until daylight to be sure that all the insurgents 
had been killed or captured. All but one was killed; the 
remaining insurgent is in custody, the military said.  

Two American Marines were killed in the attack, and nine 
coalition personnel, including a civilian contractor, were 
wounded, the military said in a statement. Prince Harry, the 
third in line to the British throne, is doing a tour of duty as a 
helicopter pilot and was stationed at Camp Bastion at the time 
of the attack, but was not hurt. Camp Bastion is home mostly 
to British soldiers, while the neighboring camp, known as 
Leatherneck, has American Marines and other service 
members.  

Six of the jets, which each cost between $23 million and 
$30 million when they were first acquired by the United States 
Navy, according to a General Accounting Office report, were 
completely destroyed and two more were so severely damaged 
it was unlikely they could be repaired. Also badly damaged 
were three refueling stations and three soft-skinned aircraft 
hangars, the military said in a news release.  

Determining how it was possible for the insurgents to 
penetrate and severely damage such a well-defended base, 
particularly one with clear lines of sight across miles of mostly 
flat plain, will be important in determining whether this was a 
unique attack or one that could be replicated either in targeting 
Western bases or Afghan ones, military experts said.  

“The Taliban retain the command and military planning 
infrastructure to put together complex and sophisticated 
attacks,” said Stephen Biddle, a professor at George 
Washington University with expertise in defense studies.  

“If this is a clever surprise, it can’t work twice; it tells you 
the people are clever and can do elaborate planning, using 
subterfuge and possibly captured uniforms,” Mr. Biddle said. 
“It would be a different matter if they managed to blow a hole 
in a heavily defended perimeter — then the Afghan National 
Security Forces are looking at a big, big problem.”  

Wahid Mujda, an Afghan analyst who tracks the Taliban, 
said that despite the Taliban’s statement that the attack was 
retaliation for an anti-Muslim video, the video almost certainly 
had nothing to do with it.  

“I do not think that the Camp Bastion attack had anything 
to do with the anti-Prophet movie,” Mr. Mujda said. “Given 
the sophistication of the attack one can say with a lot of 
confidence that the Taliban had been training, rehearsing and 
preparing for weeks and even months. Everything was not 
planned and decided overnight.”  

He predicted that the Afghan government and the 
international military forces here would see similar attacks in 
the future.  

“They have experts, strategists, planners and designers, 
they have a great knowledge of the modern technology,” Mr. 
Mujda said.  

“My sources in the Taliban tell me that every time they 
want to attack an important target they use Google Maps and 
other available means for studying and understanding their 
targets.”  

This year’s toll from what are known as insider or green-
on-blue attacks — green being American military parlance for 
indigenous forces, blue for its own — has become one of the 
most visible signs of the challenges faced by the NATO-led 
coalition as it nears the end of its role in Afghanistan’s war.  

The second attack of the weekend, which was Sunday in 
Zabul Province, was the deadlier of the two latest incidents, 
with four coalition service members killed. The coalition said 
in a terse statement that the attack was “suspected to involve 
members of the Afghan police” and was under investigation.  

Michael Cole, a coalition spokesman, said officials 
suspected the Afghan police in the attack because a police 
officer was killed in the firefight that ensued. But Mr. Cole 
said investigators were not yet certain whether the dead officer 
was one of the attackers or was caught in the cross-fire.  

Afghan officials said they, too, were investigating.  
The six deaths brought to 51 the number of coalition 

service members killed this year in insider attacks. The toll has 
already well exceeded last year’s total of 35 killed in such 
violence.  

The increase in attacks has prompted coalition and 
Afghan officials to step up their vetting of Afghan recruits, 
and coalition officials say the attacks are mostly driven by 
personal animosity. Still, at least a quarter are believed to be 
the result of Taliban infiltration or influence over soldiers and 
the police.  
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19. Protests Over Contentious Film Spread To Afghanistan 
(NEW YORK TIMES 17 SEP 12) ... Matthew Rosenberg and Sangar Rahimi 

KABUL — Hundreds of Afghans burned tires and pelted 
police and buildings with stones on a thoroughfare leading 
east out of Kabul on Monday in the first significant spasm of 
violence in Afghanistan over an anti-Islam film that has 
inflamed mobs in other parts of the Muslim world.  

The outburst followed demonstrations and violence in 
around 20 countries since last Tuesday when the American 
ambassador in Libya, J. Christopher Stevens, was killed in an 
attack on the United States diplomatic mission in Benghazi as 
protests spread from neighboring Egypt.  

In Afghanistan on Monday, as in other parts of the world, 
most of the protesters were young men. The police here 
responded in force to quell the rioting. Scores of regular 
officers and riot-control police wearing helmets and protected 

by shields battled groups of young men throughout the 
morning, trying to keep the groups of demonstrators from 
moving toward the center of Kabul.  

The protests on Jalalabad Road were taking place near a 
large American base, Camp Phoenix. But the NATO-led 
coalition said the base had not been targeted by the protesters 
and was so far unaffected by the violence.  

Ayub Salangi, Kabul’s police chief, said about 50 
policemen had sustained light wounds trying to keep the 
protesters in check. He, too, was left with some bruises and 
cuts after being hit by flying stones when he went to the scene 
of the violence in the morning.  

At least two police cars were set ablaze, he said. By late 
morning, others smoldering vehicles could be seen along the 
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road, along with the burning shipping containers and piles of 
flaming tires. Rising plumes of black smoke were visible form 
the center of the city.  

Neither Mr. Salangi nor other officials could offer an 
estimate of the crowd’s size, apart from saying that hundreds 
of people were taking part in the protest. Mr. Salangi 
described them as “emotional” young men who were trying to 
press toward downtown Kabul in about four or five separate 
groups.  

Afghanistan has seen some sporadic protests since word 
of the American-made movie that mocks the Prophet 
Muhammad began circulating last week. But until today, the 
protests had been short-lived and largely peaceful.  

The Afghan government has appeared eager to avoid a 
repeat of the violent and deadly protests that swept the country 
earlier this year over the burning of Korans by American 
soldiers at a base north of Kabul. As news of the protests 
spread around the world, Afghan officials across the country 
gathered elders and religious leaders and told them that it was 
fine to speak out against the movie, but that they should urge 
people to stay calm and avoid violence.  

The government also asked Internet providers to block 
sites hosting video, shutting down access to Google, YouTube 
and Gmail in the process.  
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PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
20. New Fleet Forces Commander Will Focus On Efficiency 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 15 SEP 12) ... Mike Hixenbaugh 

Adm. William E. Gortney thought for a moment when 
asked what he could take away from the man he's replacing as 
head of U.S. Fleet Forces Command. 

The lesson was simple: "How to lead." 
Gortney relieved Adm. John C. Harvey Jr. at a ceremony 

Friday aboard the aircraft carrier Harry S. Truman at Norfolk 
Naval Station. 

Harvey is retiring after 39 years with the service. He took 
a hard line against disobedient officers and sought to improve 
ship efficiency during his three-year term as the top-ranking 
naval officer in Hampton Roads. 

Gortney is a career aviator who last served as director of 
the Pentagon's Joint Staff in Washington. As the Fleet Forces 
commander, he'll oversee the staffing, equipping and training 
of Navy forces. 

Gortney said maintaining mission readiness in the face of 
budget restraints will be his biggest challenge. The key, he 
said, will be efficiency. 

Adm. Jonathan W. Greenert, the chief of Naval 
Operations and past Fleet Forces commander, praised Harvey 
for improving fleet readiness and raising professional 
standards. 

"He saw opportunity, he took action, we got results," 
Greenert said. "He made the fleet tangibly better during his 
tenure." 

Greenert said he expects Gortney to build on that 
momentum as the service is asked to play a more significant 
role in projecting U.S. strength around the globe. 

Gortney brings extensive experience from war theater 
operations. Since 2002, he's commanded Carrier Air Wing 7 
and Carrier Strike Group 10, and he served as commander of 
U.S. 5th Fleet in Bahrain before becoming director of Joint 
Staff. 

Harvey said he didn't have any words of advice for his 
successor. 

"He does not need my advice; he has everything he 
needs," Harvey said. 

The 60-year-old former reactor officer with a master's 
degree in public administration from Harvard plans to move 
with his wife to Charlottesville and will serve as a guest 
lecturer at the University of Virginia. 

In his parting remarks, Harvey thanked his family and 
those he served with over nearly four decades. 

"I'm acutely aware that whatever I was able to accomplish 
here over the past three years is primarily due to what so many 
others have done with me and for me," he said, "as has 
certainly been the case for my entire career." 
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21. VCNO Welcomes D.C.'S Newest Chiefs To The Mess At Navy Memorial 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 14 SEP 12) ... Defense Media Activity - Navy  

WASHINGTON -- Surrounded by water from the Seven 
Seas, shipmates and family members watched the Naval 
District Washington chief selectees don their Chief's anchors 
in a ceremony Sept. 14 at the Navy Memorial. 

Vice Chief of Naval Operations, Adm. Mark Ferguson, 
presided over the ceremony and challenged the newest Chief 
Petty Officers to continue the proud tradition of leadership 
their predecessors have established.  

"As a new Chief you join the ranks of an elite group that 
celebrates more than 100 years of service to our Navy. We 
expect you to uphold our traditions and ethos and make the 
second 100 years of the chief even better than the first," said 
Ferguson. 

For CPO selectees, the pinning ceremony is the 
culmination of 365 days of training driven by MCPON's CPO 
365 charter and six weeks of the CPO induction process. This 
is a rigorous training schedule involving physical training, 
leadership, teamwork, time management, and U.S. naval 
heritage to enable first class petty officers leadership growth. 

"Nothing was handed to them these past six weeks, except 
opportunities," explained Command Master Chief John Hall, 
Naval Support Activity Washington CMC. "The opportunity 
to make something more of themselves, to learn to grow, and 
to lead. I'm happy to say that they seized that opportunity." 

There was a range of emotion on display for the new 
Chiefs and their families and shipmates. 
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"While it is the Chiefs that we honor and celebrate today, 
it is our families, our mentors, our friends who give this day 
meaning. Take a deep breath, look at the faces of those around 
you and remember those who helped you reach this day. And 
that will be the most enduring memory you have as time goes 
by," said Ferguson. 

Appropriate these Chiefs wear their anchors for the first 
time under the watchful eye of the Lone Sailor statue, a 
representation of the Sailors they are charged with leading. 

"What I expect from you is unimpeachable integrity and 
conduct above reproach, technical expertise and professional 
excellence, and lastly humility. Humility in that today you 
rededicate yourself to a life of service to your community, to 
your Sailors, to your family and to the commands which you 
will go forth and lead," Ferguson added. 
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22. SRB Starts Early  
(NAVY TIMES 24 SEP 12) ... Mark D. Faram  

The Navy is allowing thousands of sailors initially 
ineligible for re-up bonuses until next year to cash in now. 

The Navy still has $20 million left in fiscal 2012 re-up 
bucks, allowing early recipients of selective re-enlistment 
bonuses. The news was announced in a fleet wide message, 
NAVADMIN 143/12, posted Sept. 8. 

The update also added 11 new rating and re-enlistment 
zone combinations to the list, while increasing 10 others. The 
downside: Three combinations are being reduced, and another 
has been eliminated. 

The increases go into effect immediately, while 
reductions go into effect Oct. 8. 

Finally, the message also announced a change in when 
anniversary payments are awarded to those with SRB 
contracts. 

But by far, the biggest news in this update was the 
temporary allowance of early re-ups. Normally these are 
bound by fiscal years. 

The fiscal 2012 SRB pool totaled $110 million, said Lt. 
Hayley Sims, spokeswoman for the chief of naval personnel. 

“As of Sep. 12, 3,789 sailors had either re-enlisted or 
have pending re-enlistments approved for SRBs this fiscal 
year,” she said. “A total of $90 million has been obligated for 
initial payments and the Navy has $20 million remaining for 
new payments this fiscal year.” To make early re-ups a reality, 
the Navy will also waive the requirement that SRB requests be 
approved no fewer than 35 days before that sailor wants to 
reenlist. 

So, until Oct. 1, any SRB-eligible sailor with an end-of-
service date in fiscal 2013 can re-enlist immediately. Officials 
said this will help the Navy spend the remainder of its fiscal 
2012 funds while benefiting sailors who might lose out if their 
skill sees bonus payout levels reduced or eliminated in future 
updates. 

The Navy has updated levels three times this fiscal year 
and has promised to dial bonuses up or down as needs change. 
With an expected $3 million cut in the fiscal 2013 SRB 
budget, dropping it to $107 million, officials are hoping to 
entice sailors with guaranteed money now.  

Anniversary payments  
SRBs are split — sailors get half the amount up front and 

the other half spread over equal “anniversary payments,” one 
for each of the remaining years of their contract. Navy policy 
dictates SRB anniversary payments are made in October for 

everyone; any reenlistments before Oct. 1 will continue to be 
paid under that policy. 

That changes starting Oct. 1, when the Navy will begin 
paying yearly installments during the anniversary month of the 
sailor’s re-enlistment. For example, if a sailor re-enlists in 
November 2012, his next payment will come in November 
2013, and so on, for the rest of his contract. 

The change was mandated in November 2011 by the 
Office of Management and Budget, Sims said, because in 
recent years Congress has not approved the defense budget on 
time, forcing the services to operate under continuing 
resolutions. 

Those resolutions come with funding restrictions that 
affect many personnel programs, such as moves and bonuses, 
making it difficult to pay all anniversary payments at once. 
The new move will spread those payments over the year.  

Big losers, new winners  
The biggest losers this time are Navy divers with the 4342 

Navy enlisted classification of first class diver. After decades 
of always being on the bonus list in all reenlistment zones, 
now only sailors in re-enlistment zones A and C with that skill 
can ship over and get a bonus. 

The three reductions come for the surface nuclear power 
ratings of engineering lab technician, electrician’s mate and 
machinist’s mate, each of which had its SRB multiple dropped 
half a point to 9.5, 5.0 and 8.5, respectively. 

A bonus total is calculated by multiplying the award 
multiple by a service member’s monthly base pay. That 
product is multiplied by the total number of months for which 
he re-enlists. 

For example, an E-5 submarine-qualified electronics 
technician with four years in gets $2,662 in basic pay per 
month. Multiplying that pay by his award multiple, 11.5, he 
could max out at $90,000 by re-enlisting for 30 months. 

Making a debut on the list are both sub and surface 
culinary specialists, who join in re-enlistment Zone A with 
multiples of 2.0 and 1.0. In addition, six SEAL and two 
special boat operator skill and zone combinations were added, 
along with Persian-speaking cryptologic technicians. 

The largest increase on the list is for Aegis-qualified fire 
control men, whose Zone A multiple increased to 4.0, up from 
2.5. 
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23. Military Leaders Must Help Stem Suicides, Panetta Says 
(USA TODAY 16 SEP 12) ... Gregg Zoroya 

Defense Secretary Leon Panetta says military leaders 
should be held accountable for whether they succeed in 
helping desperate troops avoid choosing suicide -- which he 
has described as an epidemic in the military and now 
averaging more than one a day. 

"What I've tried to do, very frankly, is to make sure that 
not only the secretary (of Defense), but all of the military 
leadership kick ass on this issue," Panetta told USA TODAY 
in an interview. "Leaders ought to be judged by how they lead 
on this issue." 

He also said that the last decade of fighting two wars 
holds "lots of lessons" to be learned about "the human side of 
this prolonged warfare and how do we get a handle" on 
problems such as traumatic brain injury and post-traumatic 
stress disorder. 

The Pentagon is facing a record year of suicides among 
active-duty troops, averaging 33 deaths per month so far this 
year, according to Pentagon data through Sept. 2. 

"I want to make sure that we are aware of how tragic this 
problem is and how urgent it is for us to try and address it," 
Panetta said. "We're talking about men and women who are 
willing to put their lives on the line to protect this country. We 
have to do everything possible to try to make sure we protect 
them." 

Panetta spoke on the issue Saturday in part because 
September is national suicide prevention month. 

The Army, Navy, Air Force and Marines are all reporting 
potentially record increases this year in suicides. The Marine 
Corps has averaged about two suicides a week in recent 
months. 

But the Army has suffered the highest numbers, tripling 
its suicide rate from 9.7 cases-per-100,000 in 2004 to 29.1-
per-100,000 last month. In July, a record 38 soldiers killed 
themselves, according to service data. 

Among a demographically similar civilian U.S. 
population, the suicide rate increased from 22-per-100,000 in 
2005 to 24-per-100,000 in 2009, the latest data available. 

Panetta said the military is still searching for answers to 
what's happening. 

"Part of it, I think, is due to a nation that's been at war for 
over a decade," he said. "You have repeated deployments and 
sustained combat exposure to enormous stresses and strains on 
our troops and on their families that produced a lot of seen and 
unseen wounds that contribute to the suicide risk." 

He said he also believes the military population is 
sensitive to issues that plague society at large -- substance 
abuse, financial distress and relationship problems. 

Last week, Panetta said, he informed a gathering of top 
commanders that the problems of suicide and sexual assault 
are two top priorities. 

"Leaders have to be sensitive and got to be aware," he 
says. "They've got to be open to the signs of stress and they've 
got to be aggressive in encouraging those that need help to 
seek that help and be able to receive it. It's important to point 
out that seeking help is a sign of strength and courage, not 
weakness." 

Gen. Lloyd Austin III, who became the Army's No. 2 
officer as vice chief of staff in January, assuming oversight of 
suicide issues, said Friday that the service culture must change 
to where soldiers are more comfortable seeking counseling. 

"We have to make sure that our troops understand that by 
taking care of yourself, it's going to help your team and it's 
also going to enhance your performance," he said. 

In an interview with USA TODAY, Austin said the Army 
is committed to caring for those in need and investing in 
scientific research that will unlock the causes and prevention 
of suicide. 

But he emphasized that "95% of our population is doing 
fine. It's operating extremely well. Which is the part we don't 
talk about on a daily basis." 

The veteran combat commander, who served three tours 
in Iraq and a fourth in Afghanistan, equated suicide with 
periods of heavy casualties in those wars. 

"When you're in a fight like that, I think it's very difficult 
to figure out, from time to time, exactly where you are," he 
said.. "But if you stay focused on the right things, eventually 
you'll see some pretty good results. This (suicide) is kind of 
like that." 
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24. After 'Don't Ask, Don't Tell' Repeal, Few Signs Of Strife 
One year later, evidence suggests more relief than indignation 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 17 SEP 12) ... David Crary 

They are images that Americans had never seen before. 
Jubilant young men and women in military uniforms marching 
beneath a rainbow flag in a gaypride parade. Soldiers and 
sailors returning from deployment and, in time-honored 
tradition, embracing their beloved — this time with same-sex 
kisses. 

It’s been a year since the policy known as “don’t ask, 
don’t tell” was repealed, enabling gay men and lesbians in the 
military to serve openly, no longer forced to lie and keep their 
personal lives under wraps. 

The Pentagon says repeal has gone smoothly, with no 
adverse effect on morale, recruitment or readiness. President 
Obama cites it as a signature achievement of his first term, and 

his Republican challenger, Mitt Romney, says he would not 
push to reverse the change if elected. 

Some critics say the repeal has infringed on service 
members whose religious faiths condemn homosexuality. 
Instances of antigay harassment have not ended. And activists 
are frustrated that gay and lesbian service members’ families 
do not yet enjoy the benefits and services extended to other 
military families. 

Yet the clear consensus is that the repeal has produced far 
more joy and relief than dismay and indignation. There is 
vivid evidence in photographs that have rocketed across 
cyberspace, such as the military contingent marching in San 
Diego’s gay-pride parade and Marine Sgt. Brandon Morgan 
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leaping into the arms of his boyfriend after returning from six 
months in Afghanistan. 

Tens of thousands of people clicked the “like” button for 
the photo on Facebook, and Morgan acknowledged it was “a 
great moment in history.” 

“But when it comes down to it, we didn’t intend for this 
go to worldwide,” he said. “We were just happy to be 
together.” 

There have been many such milestones since the repeal 
took effect Sept. 20, 2011: 

*In December, a lesbian sailor won the right to the 
coveted “first kiss” when the USS Oak Hill returned to port in 
Virginia after 80 days at sea. The crowd on hand to welcome 
the ship screamed in delight and waved flags as Petty Officer 
2nd Class Marissa Gaeta shared a kiss with her partner, 
Citlalic Snell — a moment captured in a YouTube clip that 
drew 1.5 million viewers. 

*In June, Air Force Tech. Sgt. Erwynn Umali and his 
civilian partner were united in a civilunion ceremony at the 
chapel at Joint Base McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst in New Jersey, 
with a Navy chaplain presiding. 

*In August, longtime Army officer Tammy Smith became 
the military’s first openly gay general. Her wife, Tracey 
Hepner, did the honors of pinning on the general’s star during 
the promotion ceremony. 

Smith and Hepner were married in March in the District 
of Columbia, one of many same-sex couples inspired to wed 
when they no longer had to conceal relationships. Among 
other newlyweds are Air Force Major Adrianna 
Vorderbruggen and her civilian wife, Heather Lamb, who 
married in June, and are raising a 17-month-old son near 
Washington. 

Lamb said she attended a squadron family and spouse 
support event, and was recognized by the commander during 
Vorderbruggen’s recent promotion ceremony. 

“None of it could have happened before repeal,” Lamb 
said. 

Another couple, Alisdair Mackay and Stephen Peters, 
were married last December in New York shortly before 
Mackay, a Marine Corps major, began a one-year deployment 
to Afghanistan. Peters, a former Marine discharged under 
“don’t ask, don’t tell” in 2007, said the post-repeal experience 
had been wonderful, by and large, for him and Mackay. 

“The Marines he works with are completely supportive,” 
Peters said. “He’s able to be honest about me and our lives 
together.” 

The main downside, Peters said, is that the Pentagon 
doesn’t officially recognize same-sex couples when allocating 
medical coverage, housing and travel allowances, and other 
benefits. 

Peters is president of the American Military Partner 
Association, one of several advocacy groups that says the 
Obama administration could act on its own to extend these 
benefits, even without Congress repealing the 1996 law 
denying federal recognition to same-sex marriages. 

“We were told that once we won repeal, these types of 
things would be inevitable . . . but now the defense leadership 
is dragging its feet,” said Alex Nicholson, who was ousted 
from the Army under “don’t ask” in 2002 and later founded 
Servicemembers United, an organization for gay military 
personnel and veterans that pressed for repeal. 

The Defense Department says it is studying the possibility 
of extending marital benefits to samesex couples but has not 
announced a time frame. Otherwise, the Pentagon has been 
emphatic in declaring the repeal a success. 

The reasons, said Pentagon spokeswoman Eileen Lainez, 
include comprehensive pre-repeal training, vigorous 
monitoring and enforcement of standards, and service 
members’ “adherence to core values that include discipline 
and respect.” 

Last week, the Palm Center — a research institute at the 
University of California at Los Angeles — issued what it 
described as the first academic study of the impact of repeal, 
which it had supported. Co-authored by professors from the 
military academies and Marine Corps War College, the study 
concluded that the repeal had no broad negative impact. 

“Contrary to expectations, the co-authors found evidence 
that repeal has improved trust among the troops, and has 
enabled service members to resolve problems in ways that 
were not possible while DADT remained law,” the Palm 
Center said. 

Anti-gay harassment and discrimination persist, according 
to the study. It cited an incident in April when a squadron 
commander told a female officer to stop dancing with her 
girlfriend at a military ball, swore at the women and called 
them an “abomination.” 

But the study noted that harassment and bias had existed 
before the repeal, and it contended that the problems had not 
worsened in the past year. 

Nonetheless, some critics insist that the repeal has been 
disruptive and argue that the scope of the troubles is hard to 
gauge because some military personnel fear repercussions if 
they speak up. 

One opponent of repeal, Elaine Donnelly of the 
conservative Center for Military Readiness, said Obama “has 
recklessly used the armed forces for unprecedented social 
experimentation.” She welcomed a section of the Republican 
Party’s new platform pledging to review military personnel 
policies and correct problems that might be uncovered. 
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25. Senior Officials' Misconduct Cases Up By Nearly Half Since '07 
(MILITARY TIMES 24 SEP 12) ... Andrew Tilghman 

Allegations of misconduct by senior military officials 
have risen steadily in recent years, prompt-ing the Defense 
Department Inspector General to beef up staffing to help 
handle the rising caseload. 

The IG ended fiscal 2011 with nearly 600 open 
investigations of senior officials — officers in the paygrade of 

O-6 and promotable or higher. That is up about 47 percent 
since 2007, according to Pentagon data. 

Many of those cases involve allegations of abuse of 
authority, wrongful use of government credit cards and using 
government-sponsored travel for personal activities, officials 
said. 
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Among the latest examples is Army Gen. William “Kip” 
Ward, former head of U.S. Africa Com-mand, who stands 
accused of misusing thousands of dollars in government 
money, borrowing military aircraft for personal use, and 
asking staff members to perform personal services for him, 
according to an IG report released in August. 

Investigators have struggled to keep up with the caseload. 
Last year, the deputy IG for adminis-trative investigations, 
retired Army Col. Marguerite Garrison, requested an 
expansion of her staff to reduce the delays in resolving those 
cases. 

During an investigation, the subject’s life is on hold until 
it’s resolved, Garrison said in a recent interview. 

“When it’s a senior official investigation, it can hold up a 
retirement, it can hold up some-one’s promotion and it can 
hold up someone from taking over that billet,” she said. “So I 
was trying to figure out how we can do better — not rush 
through the allega-tion but maintain quality work and keep up 
with the number of allegations that keep coming in.” 

As a result, her office is slated to grow from 55 people 
last year to 88 by the end of this year. The office, now halfway 
through its expansion with about 70 staffers, also handles 
complaints of whistle-blower retaliation, which have also risen 
in recent years. 

In addition to new investigators, the office is adding an 
auditor to help with technical matters, and several officials to 
oversee cases handled by the services’ individual service IG 
offices, which handle lower-level matters. 

In the past, the DoD IG handled mostly reports of 
misconduct by three- and four-star officers but passed off 
many of those involving one- and two-star officers to the 
individual service IGs with only occasional oversight from 
above. 

The DoD IG recently changed that policy and now 
oversees all investigations of senior military officials handled 
by the services. 

Alleged misconduct by senior military officials is 
substantiated in about 10 percent to 20 percent of 
investigations; most investigations identify no wrongdoing, IG 
data shows. 

Garrison said senior officials can avoid a run-in with the 
IG by using government credit cards carefully and consulting 
with their commands’ judge advocates about any expenses or 
activities that might seem questionable. 

The rise in complaints may not necessarily reflect an 
increase in official misconduct, said Joe Newman, a 
spokesman for the Project on Government Oversight, a 
watchdog group in Washington. 

“It can actually be seen as a positive, that people are 
feeling comfortable enough to come forward … because they 
think someone will have their back,” Newman said. 

More misconduct reports 
The Defense Department inspector general has seen a 37 

percent rise in substantiated reports of misconduct by senior 
military officials since 2007, although their ranks have grown 
only about 8 percent: 

Open cases -- 2007: 396, 2008: 431, 2009: 519, 2010: 
551, 2011: 584 

Closed cases -- 2007: 324, 2008: 475, 2009: 402, 2010: 
427, 2011: 456 

Substantiated -- 2007: 46, 2008: 60, 2009: 47, 2010: 60, 
2011: 63 

Source: Defense Department staff 
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AAVVIIAATTIIOONN::  
26. UAS Need Further Work For Integration Into National Airspace, GAO Says 
(DEFENSE DAILY 17 SEP 12) 

Obstacles remain to integrating the use of unmanned 
aircraft systems (UAS) into the national airspace (NAS) 
although some progress has been made the past few years, the 
Government Accountability Office (GAO) says in a new 
report. 

Continued challenges for UAS include developing 
adequate sense and avoid capabilities so that they don’t 
interfere with other aircraft in the NAS, says the report, 
Unmanned Aircraft Systems: Measuring Progress and 
Addressing Potential Privacy Concerns Would Facilitate 
Integration into the National Airspace System (GAO-12-981), 
which was issued on Friday. 

The report says that there are ongoing research and 
development efforts at the Defense Department, NASA, the 
Federal Aviation Administration and others that show that 
potential solutions for sense and avoid capabilities may be 
available in the near-terms. 

Other obstacles to the successful integration of UAS into 
the NAS include vulnerabilities in the command and control of 
the aircraft operations, a lack of technical standards related to 
the safe operation of the aircraft, limited engineering of man-
in-the-loop factors incorporated into UAS technologies, and 
the final regulations necessary to quickly enable UAS to fly in 
the NAS, says the report. 

The potential remains for GPS signals that are transmitted 
to a UAS to be spoofed, which “could also interrupt the 
command and control of UAS operations,” says the report. 
“According to one industry expert, GPS jamming would 
become a larger problem if GPS is the only method for 
navigating a UAS. 

The report notes that having a non-GPS reliant navigation 
system on board a small UAS could mitigate the command 
and control issue and adds that larger UAS that are operated 
by DoD and the Department of Homeland Security are not 
reliant on GPS for navigation. 
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SSUURRFFAACCEE  FFLLEEEETT::  
27. Cowtown On The Open Seas: Commissioning The USS Fort Worth In Galveston Sept. 22  
(THE VINDICATOR 15 SEP 12) ... U.S. Sen. John Cornyn  

The City of Fort Worth will soon see its city limits 
expanded across the globe. On September 22, one of the U.S. 
Navy’s newest and most advanced war vessels will be docked 
at Galveston’s Pier 21 for its official commissioning ceremony 
as the USS Fort Worth. 

The first naval ship to bear Cowtown’s namesake, the 
USS Fort Worth is the third vessel of its class of littoral 
combat ships (LCS) designed to be a smaller, faster, more 
agile class of surface combat ships. 

The LCS class was devised to meet the need for highly 
maneuverable vessels that can operate in shallow coastal 
waters, also known as the “littoral zone,” to counter a growing 
risk of post 9/11 threats. 

While the USS Fort Worth is smaller than traditional 
naval warships, its capabilities are anything but streamlined. 
With significant technology upgrades, the Fort Worth cuts the 
traditional crew size from 250 to 40 crew members. 

The ship can travel speeds of more than 40 knots and is 
armed with 50-caliber machine guns on both sides, missile 
systems on the stern and an mk110 57mm naval gun system 
that fires ammunition at a rate of 220 rounds a minute. 

"It's quite a spectacle on the lake here, and it's well known 
around the area that when she comes out stay out of her way," 
Chuck Goddard, CEO of Marinette Marine, recently told 
WFAA following the Fort Worth’s acceptance trials on Lake 
Michigan. 

Marinette Marine is part of a team led by Lockheed 
Martin that began construction on the ship in Marinette, 
Wisconsin, in July 2009. 

On August 6, 2012, the USS Fort Worth set sail on its 
maiden voyage from its birthplace in Wisconsin to Galveston 
for its commissioning ceremony, which is expected to draw 
thousands of spectators including many of the Fort Worth 
residents who worked for years to secure the namesake. 

Perhaps no one worked harder than my friend, 
Congresswoman Kay Granger, who began the campaign to 
have the vessel named after the City of Fort Worth in 2006. 

In a letter to then-Secretary of the Navy Donald Winter, 
Rep. Granger wrote, “I believe it is time for a Navy ship to be 
named for Fort Worth in recognition of our long association 
with the U.S. military, the men and women from Fort Worth 
who serve in the military and the thousands of Fort Worth 
residents who work in the defense industry.” 

For the next two years, Granger persisted and was 
supported by thousands of Fort Worth residents, students, and 
elected officials who joined her in writing to Secretary Winter 
to voice their support. 

The Fort Worth Star-Telegram supported the effort with 
editorials and a ship-naming committee was formed to help 
organize community efforts. On March 6, 2009, their hard 
work paid off: Secretary Winter announced the newest LCS 
would be named the USS Fort Worth. 

On September 22 at 10 a.m. in Galveston, the USS Fort 
Worth will be officially commissioned. While the warship will 
be based in San Diego, it will have a long-standing 
relationship with the City of Fort Worth. 

Crew members will be invited to city events and 
organized mail campaigns will send letters from Fort Worth 
residents to crew members at sea. 

As Congresswoman Granger recently said, "It doesn't 
matter where the ship is at sea, the anchor will always be in 
Fort Worth.” 

Senator Cornyn serves on the Finance, Judiciary, Armed 
Services and Budget Committees. He serves as the top 
Republican on the Judiciary Committee’s Immigration, 
Refugees and Border Security subcommittee. He served 
previously as Texas Attorney General, Texas Supreme Court 
Justice, and Bexar County District Judge. 
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28. 3 San Diego Warships Deploy On Monday 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 16 SEP 12) ... Gary Robbins 

The 820-foot Peleliu is one of the older amphibs in the 
Navy. It was commissioned 32 years ago. The amphibious 
warships Peleliu, Rushmore and Green Bay will leave Naval 
Base San Diego Monday for deployment to the western 
Pacific.  

The deployment is not related to the United States' 
response to last week's killing of four Americans at the U.S. 
Embassy in Benghazi, Libya. This is a regularly scheduled 
mission that involves almost 4,000 Sailors and Marines, says 

the Navy. The Marines are from the 15th Marine 
Expeditionary Unit at Camp Pendleton, and are part of the 
Peleliu Amphibious Ready Group.  

The Navy says the ships will leave San Diego Bay 
between 9 a.m. and 11 a.m.  

Peleliu is a 820-foot amphibious assault ship. Green Bay 
is a 684-foot amphibious transport dock. And Rushmore is a 
610-foot amphibious dock landing ship. 
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EEXXPPEEDDIITTIIOONNAARRYY  WWAARRFFAARREE::  
29. A Golden Age of Seapower Emphasized at Expeditionary Warfare Conference   
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 14 SEP 12) ... Under Secretary of the Navy Public Affairs 

PANAMA CITY, Fla. -- The Under Secretary of the 
Navy, the Honorable Robert O. Work, spoke at the 17th 
annual National Defense Industrial Association (NDIA) 

Expeditionary Warfare Conference at Panama City, Fla., Sept. 
12.  
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The event provided a venue to discuss how the Navy and 
Marine Corps is an expeditionary team, what it means to be 
expeditionary, and programs that support the expeditionary 
mission.  

Work addressed the audience, comprised of military 
service members and industry representatives during a 
luncheon speech. He related issues to this year's theme, 
"Expeditionary Operations - Closing the Gaps."  

Work was optimistic the Navy and Marine Corps will 
continue to meet current requirements and capabilities. 

"Our Navy-Marine Corps Team is transforming itself into 
what I see as a total-force battle network. This network links 
sensors, manned and unmanned platforms with modular 
payloads, combat systems, network-enabled weapons, and the 
best people on the planet into a cohesive fighting force. When 
coupled with our distinct operating style that emphasizes 
come-as-you are, flexible, and adaptable expeditionary 
operations, you get a world-class force that is hard to beat," 
said Work.  

Work highlighted the importance of initiatives to further 
improve the U.S. expeditionary operational capability and 
added, "We will continue to be the most formidable 
expeditionary fighting force the world has ever seen. We will 
do so because of our people, and their mission focus, 
professionalism, technical and tactical expertise -- and above 
all, their remarkable willingness and ability to innovate and 
adapt to any situation." 

Much of this year's conference focused on challenges the 
nation and its military is faced with to include the fiscal 
environment, withdrawal from Afghanistan and tilting in a 
new strategic direction.  

Work outlined an overview of expeditionary warfare 
acquisition programs, plans for the years ahead and how 
expeditionary warfare platforms and systems will maintain 
relevancy.  

Additionally, Work referred to a Golden Age of 
Seapower. The Department of the Navy vision of an integrated 
National Fleet, with a Navy-Marine Corps total force battle 
network built and ready for war, and operated forward to 
preserve the peace, represents a broad strategic concept and 
outlines an organizational structure that aligns with national 
security policy goals.  

Work showed maps of the world and highlighted Navy 
bases and platforms providing global support. He also 
explained where our partner services are also supporting. His 
overall message was we must remain ready to respond to 
crises or go to war at a moment's notice and be able to prevail 
over any potential adversary in any theater.  

The Navy and Marine Corps team will continue to do so 
and "the 21st century will indeed be a Golden Age of 
American seapower," said Work. He added, "We must 
continue to preserve and hone to an even finer point our 
unique expeditionary culture, first developed more than 200 
years ago, which offers the nation the most efficient and cost-
effective way to provide a stabilizing presence around the 
globe."  

Work was careful to explain that while he expected the 
Navy and Marine Corps mission areas and demands to grow, 
the other services remain vital to our national defense strategy.  

The Fiscal Year 2013 budget reflects a strategic turning 
point as we transition from today's conflicts and position the 
Navy-Marine Corps team for the challenges of tomorrow. 
Additionally, the DoN budget is aligned with the Department's 
new strategic guidance. Constrained by economic and fiscal 
challenges, Department of Navy will continue to operate 
around the globe, providing the nation offshore options to 
deter and defeat aggression today and into the future. 
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SSUUBBMMAARRIINNEESS::  
30. Electric Boat Gets $94M Sub Repair Planning Contract 
(SEA COAST ONLINE (NH) 15 SEP 12) 

WASHINGTON — The U.S. Navy on Friday awarded a 
team led by General Dynamics Electric Boat a $94 million 
contract for the advanced planning to support USS Miami's 
repairs. 

The contract will allow Electric Boat, teamed with 
Huntington Ingalls Industries, to provide design and planning 
services, repair material ordering and prefabrication efforts 
required to restore Miami following a severe fire earlier this 
year. 

"This is an important step in getting Miami back to the 
fleet," said Vice Adm. Kevin J. McCoy, commander of Naval 
Sea Systems Command. "With this contract, the Navy and its 
shipbuilding and maintenance partners will be able to develop 
a repair plan that gets this warship back to the fleet where it 
belongs." 

This contract, which has an option for an additional $6 
million, is not for the actual repair of the Miami. The Miami is 
expected to be repaired at Portsmouth Naval Shipyard, where 

it has been docked since before the May 23 fire that caused 
$450 million in damages. 

Shipyard worker Casey Fury of Portsmouth has been 
charged in U.S. District Court in Portland with arson in 
connection with that fire. He is expected to plead guilty, 
according to court documents. 

The planning contract allows Electric Boat and 
Huntington Ingalls Industries to begin the process of 
evaluating all the work that must be accomplished to fully 
restore Miami and then write a repair schedule that allows for 
the most economical restoration possible. 

"The shipbuilders are going to use their expertise to lay 
out a plan to bring Miami back," said Rear Adm. David 
Duryea, deputy commander for undersea warfare. "When 
we're done in April 2015, Miami will be fully mission capable 
with no operational restrictions. This contract moves us 
toward that eventuality." 
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Aside from the planning effort, the contract allows EB 
and HII to identify and obtain required repair materials such as 
piping and electrical cabling. 

"We know that Miami is going to need a lot of certain 
items, and allowing the shipbuilder to start the ordering 
process now will ensure the material is on-hand when it's 
needed," said Duryea. 
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CCOONNGGRREESSSS  //  BBUUDDGGEETT::  
31. Sequestration Might Be Manageable, Experts Say 
(DEFENSE NEWS 17 SEP 12) ... John T. Bennett   

That is how Pentagon officials, lawmakers and industry 
executives have described $500 billion in automatic military 
budget cuts set to kick in Jan. 2 unless Congress comes up 
with a solution. 

Yet amid all the dramatic rhetoric about those cuts, 
several non-partisan Washington think tanks have produced 
analyses that suggest the process known as sequestration 
might be manageable. 

The Bipartisan Policy Center estimates that even if the 
sequestration cuts stick, the annual Pentagon budget would dip 
below $500 billion for just one year, return to current levels by 
2017 and approach $600 billion by 2020. 

And the Center for Strategic and Budgetary Assessments 
(CSBA) projects the Pentagon likely could avoid canceling 
any weapon programs, and would not be forced to lay off 
troops or slash benefits. 

The $500 billion in cuts will be parceled out at $50 billion 
annually over 10 years. Yet even if they take place, 
Washington likely still would spend more on its military than 
the rest of the world combined, experts said. 

The reason, they said, is because the Pentagon's budget 
has experienced such dramatic growth over the past decade, 
taking the fiscal 2013 budget down 10 percent would be 
tantamount to bringing it down to 2006 levels — when there 
was no hue and cry over an insufficient level of defense 
spending. 

That opinion isn't shared by members of industry, or on 
Capitol Hill. 

Sen. John McCain, ranking member of the upper 
chamber's Armed Services Committee, told reporters Sept 11 
that he believes sequestration is probably going to happen 
unless the president shows some leadership. Several times last 
week, McCain publicly urged Obama to call lawmakers to the 
White House for a summit aimed at avoiding the cuts. 

Yet, the Bipartisan Policy Center study includes a chart 
that shows the DoD's base budget would fall from around 
$550 billion to a little less than $500 billion in 2013. From that 
point, it would begin steadily rising. 

By 2015, it would be well above $500 billion again, 
growing to almost $600 billion by the end of this decade. 

The CSBA study, conducted by Todd Harrison, 
acknowledges that a sequester "would slow down nearly 
everything DoD does," and predicts fewer new contract 
awards and extensions. 

As McCain noted last week, the CSBA study says the 
DoD would be forced to buy things "in smaller quantities." 
McCain said that means the department would be able to 
afford "a lot less." 

But Harrison's findings suggest the cuts would not trigger 
"immediate program terminations" because "funding already 
obligated on contracts would not be affected." 

Defense insiders have said most major defense firms 
likely could ride out a dip in annual Pentagon spending 
because they are still sitting on funds from the final years of 
the post-9/11 defense buildup. 

Even if a final deal heading off most of the cuts comes as 
late as April — as has been mentioned by some lawmakers — 
many defense sources doubt the full $500 billion cut will stick 
for a decade. 

That means DoD would avoid a requirement to cut more 
than $50 billion annually from current spending plans after 
Congress passes a legislative package that replaces or voids 
the national defense cuts. Under such a scenario, at worst, the 
annual defense budget would climb at the rate of inflation. 
And if Republicans take control of Congress and the White 
House, it could grow even more annually. 

Gordon Adams, who oversaw defense budgeting for the 
Clinton administration, said even if the entire $500 billion, 
decade long cut to planned spending sticks, "it will be more 
than enough to keep the nation secure. 

"You would essentially go back to 2006 and 2007 levels," 
he said. "The American military would still be the biggest, 
toughest kid on the block. ... The Pentagon would still be 
buying the most advanced equipment, just at slightly Smaller 
numbers each year." 

For instance, Adams said DoD officials have stated a 
sequester would force them to do things like buy 25 F-35 
fighter jets annually, rather than 29. "So you'd still be buying 
two dozen of the most advanced fighter in production in the 
world," he said. 

One key lawmaker, Senate Armed Services Committee 
Chairman Carl Levin, D-Mich, predicted last week that not 
one penny of the cuts will be enacted. 

"One way or the other, since 90 percent of us don't want 
it, it won't happen," Levin said Sept 11. "And my hope is that 
it won't happen early enough to avoid any instability." 

It has become clear that McCain wants to strike a deal to 
void the cuts. "I ... commit to making compromises to doing 
things I might not otherwise agree to keep this ... from taking 
place," he said Sept 13 on the Senate floor. 

Moments later, McCain told Defense News he is keeping 
his cards close as sequestration avoidance talks continue on 
Capitol Hill 

"I don't have anything specific in mind and I wouldn't say 
if I did," he said. "For me to say I'd agree to something before 
we enter into real negotiations wouldn't be very wise."  
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32. Carriers At Risk From Continuing Resolution 
(DEFENSE NEWS 17 SEP 12) ... Christopher  P. Cavas 

Another continuing resolution (CR) will keep funding 
most of the government's operations, but the six-month 
stopgap measure passed by the House on Sept. 13 could leave 
some of the U.S. Navy's shipbuilding programs high and dry. 

The fleet's aircraft carrier programs are most at risk, a top 
Navy official said, and submarine and destroyer construction 
efforts could be affected as well. 

Most acutely, work to refit and refuel the nuclear carrier 
Theodore Roosevelt could come to a halt only months before 
the ship is to return to service. 

"When they run out of money, it's going to be, `Put your 
tools down and walk away,'" said one congressional source. 

Lawmakers acknowledge that several key shipbuilding 
issues affected by the CR will have to be addressed in special 
legislation even before an agreement is reached about funding 
the remainder of fiscal 2013. 

But it's more likely to be taken up by the new 113th 
Congress that takes office in early January rather than 
something the lame-duck 112th Congress will deal with after 
the November elections. 

"I think the CR is what it is, and whatever deficiencies 
there are, it will be up to the 113th Congress to bridge those 
gaps," Rep. Rob Wittman, R-Va., told reporters after a Sept. 
11 hearing on Navy shipbuilding. 

"The refueling of the Theodore Roosevelt," Wittman 
added, is "a gap that's going to have to be bridged with 
legislation by the 113th Congress." 

But that might be too late to keep workers on the job. The 
ship, which entered Newport News Shipyard in Virginia in 
August 2009, is in the final stages of a $3 billion, midlife 
refueling over-haul meant to keep it running for another 25 
years. The overhaul was to have been completed in February 
2013, but last year, growth work on the project extended the 
completion date to June. 

Adm. Jonathan Greenert, the chief of naval operations, 
noted last summer that the four-month delay already meant 
extending other carrier deployments to cover the Roosevelt's 
absence. 

Further delays would exacerbate that situation. 

Asked to assess the impact of the CR on Navy 
shipbuilding programs, Sean Stackley, the service's top 
acquisition official, pointed straight at the aircraft carrier 
programs. 

"That's frankly where our concern is greatest," he told 
Wittman's House Armed Services readiness subcommittee on 
Sept. 11. 

Without the $135 million that the Navy is asking for the 
carrier in its 2013 budget request, Stackley said, "our funding 
will not take us to completion. We're going to need subsequent 
budget action to pick up the balance of the [overhaul]. Our 
concern is that we will disrupt the completion ... which would 
impact that ship's schedule and ultimately cause cost 
increases." 

The CR doesn't help the Roosevelt's situation, since there 
is no money for the project in the 2012 budget, and spending 
bills don't allow officials to shift shipbuilding money between 
programs. 

The refueling overhaul of the carrier Abraham Lincoln, 
scheduled to begin in February, would also be affected by a 
CR, Stackley noted. 

The Navy is asking for $1.6 billion in the 2013 budget to 
begin that work, also at Newport News, which builds and 
refuels all of the Navy's aircraft carriers. 

Work also is set to begin in 2013 on the carrier John F. 
Kennedy, the next ship in the CVN-78 class. 

New multiyear procurement , programs to buy more SSN 
774 ' Virginia-class submarines and DDG 51 Arleigh Burke-
class destroyers would also be affected by a CR, Stackley said. 

Submarine construction would ' likely continue under the 
CR, since two submarines were funded in " 2012 and the Navy 
wants two more in 2013. 

But the destroyer program could be delayed, since the 
service is asking for two ships in 2013, up from the one ship in 
2012. 

Stackley noted that special legislation was enacted in 
2005 to continue funding of the carrier Carl Vinson's overhaul, 
and a CR didn't cover it. 
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33. Clock Ticking On $2 Billion Hit To Navy Shipbuilding  
Cuts could jeopardize two subs per year, Virginia-class replacement program 
(THE DAY 15 SEP 12) ... Kelly Catalfamo  

Washington - Navy shipbuilding and conversion funding 
would be cut by $2.14 billion in 2013 under so-called 
"sequestration," according to a nearly 400-page report released 
Friday afternoon by the White House Office of Management 
and Budget. 

Sequestration refers to the $1.2 trillion in automatic, 
across-the-board spending cuts over a 10-year period that were 
mandated by the 2011 legislative deal to raise the federal debt 
ceiling. Friday's report, released by the White House a week 
late, was a response to a bill passed by Congress last month 
seeking more details on where these cuts would come from. 

For 2013, the report projects cuts of nearly $55 billion 
each from both defense and nondefense spending. This 
amounts to a reduction of roughly 9.4 percent in most defense 
programs, and 8.2 percent in non-defense. The report contains 

line-by-line detail on the impact of sequestration on more than 
1,200 budget accounts. 

Whether these cuts could impact Electric Boat in Groton 
remains to be seen. But while the report did not provide details 
about how specific programs would be affected, it did list $1.8 
billion in projected cuts to Navy research, development, test, 
and evaluation funding. 

In addition to the two Virginia-class submarines produced 
by Electric Boat each year, which could be threatened by the 
shipbuilding cuts, the development of a replacement for the 
aging Ohio-class submarines could be affected by the cuts in 
research and development funding. 

"The specter of harmful across-the-board cuts to defense 
and nondefense programs was intended to drive both sides to 
compromise," the introduction to the OMB sequestration 
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report said. "The sequestration itself was never intended to be 
implemented." 

But a congressional panel appointed under the 2011 
deficit ceiling deal failed to reach agreement late last year on 
deficit cuts needed to head off sequestration. And, despite 
nearly unanimous calls from members of both parties for an 
alternative to sequestration, now less than four months away, 
there has been no perceptible progress on Capitol Hill toward 
reaching a consensus. Few expect such efforts to begin in 
earnest until after the November election, when Congress 
returns for a lame-duck session. 

In the absence of serious negotiations, there has been no 
shortage of partisan finger-pointing. 

"The report underscores the points I've been making for 
months about the need for a bipartisan, balanced solution as 
soon as possible to avoid the widespread impact of 
sequestration," Rep. Joe Courtney, D-Conn., said in a 
statement following the release of Friday's report. "Earlier 
today, Republican leadership announced a plan to scale back 
the congressional calendar for the fall. Addressing 
sequestration head-on is one of the countless reasons the 

House should still be session, working hard to stave off these 
cuts." 

But Sen. Kelly Ayotte, R-N.H., who has been calling for 
action to head off the defense sequestration cuts, characterized 
Friday's report as "another example of the failure of President 
Obama to lead," and called the report "disappointing." 

Added Ayotte: "…The nation cannot wait until after the 
election to begin to develop a sequestration alternative. 
Congress should not leave town until we have a bipartisan 
solution." 

In turn, the Obama administration directed some harsh 
words at Congress in the introduction to Friday's report. 

Emphasizing that the administration did not support 
sequestration cuts, which it described as "deeply destructive to 
national security, domestic investments, and core government 
functions," the report called on Congress to "act responsibly." 
Without directly mentioning names, it also took a swipe at 
congressional Republicans for favoring alternatives to 
sequestration that relied entirely on spending cuts without also 
considering increases in government revenues. 
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CCOONNFFEERREENNCCEESS::  
34. DoD Conference Expenses Under Scrutiny 
(DEFENSE NEWS 17 SEP 12) ... Marcus Weisgerber and Zachary Fryer-Biggs 

LAS VEGAS and WASHINGTON — In a mammoth 
convention hall at a Las Vegas resort and casino that could 
house nine American football fields, thousands of conference 
goers peruse exhibits featuring some of the latest 
advancements in robotic technology. 

But of the more than 7,400 attendees at the Unmanned 
Systems North America 2012 conference of the Association 
for Unmanned Vehicle Systems International, one 
demographic was notably absent: the U.S. military. Only a 
few dozen military officers gave presentations or took part in 
panel discussions and only a handful of generals attended. 

So why such a small military presence? Stricter 
government travel restrictions, imposed in the wake of a 
General Services Administration (GSA) conference spending 
scandal, are mostly to blame, and the repercussions could shut 
down some of the most widely attended military events. The 
restrictions have also launched a debate as to how much value 
these conferences actually provide. 

In June, Deputy Defense Secretary Ashton Carter 
instructed the services to review DoD or industry conferences 
that cost more than $100,000 to attend. That figure includes 
booth space and other logistical issues, such as airfare, lodging 
and per diem. The services have since sought waivers to attend 
some of the larger events. 

In response to greater scrutiny on conference and travel 
spending, as well as White House and Pentagon spending 
guidance, the Air Force is scaling back its attendance at the 
Air Force Association’s main conference, which starts this 
week. 

The service is expected to save more than $280,000 on 
attendance cost and exhibit booth space, according to a 
Pentagon memo. Active-duty military and DoD civilians are 
being allowed to attend free of charge. 

Meanwhile, the Association of the United States Army 
(AUSA) notified its members and registered show attendees 
Sept. 7 that the Army would scale back its exhibits to a single 
space at the late October show. In prior years, the Army had 
numerous booths, which included multiple levels, intelligent 
lighting and multiple movie-screen-sized displays. 

The Army confirmed the exhibit consolidation. 
“Army participation from the field will be reduced 

significantly,” Michael Scanlan, AUSA’s director of industry 
affairs, wrote in a Sept. 7 email to association members. 

A map of planned displays at the October conference 
released by AUSA in July showed 75 Army booths of varying 
sizes spread between the two major exhibit halls, meaning the 
service would have to eliminate 74 booths to meet its target. 

As of Sept. 14, most of those booths had been marked as 
empty or rented to another exhibitor on AUSA’s website, 
which includes an updated version of the map, while several 
were still scattered throughout the map. 

The same July exhibit map estimated 35,000 attendees for 
the 2012 conference. Past estimates were that roughly one-
fourth of attendees of the annual conference were military 
personnel. 

Still, Scanlan wrote that “high-level participation from the 
Army’s senior leadership” is expected. 

But before the Pentagon can take steps to prevent 
overspending, it must first figure out how much it spends. 
While the Defense Department does not appear to pay a 
premium for conference contracts, the magnitude stands out 
due to legislation that would cap this type of spending. 

A Defense News investigation has found that DoD uses a 
labyrinth of contracting techniques that make spending totals 
impossible to calculate. Each individual command conducts its 
own conference contracting, typically without overarching 
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coordination. But all told, tens of millions of dollars are spent 
every year. 

Spending on Conferences 
Examples found in government contracting databases 

provide a glimpse of multimillion-dollar spending on items, 
such as designing tradeshow booths, transporting those items, 
floor rental space and communications contracts. These 
contracts cover spending on conferences not hosted by DoD, 
with an entirely different set of costs surrounding conferences 
hosted by the services themselves. 

Trade shows held by AUSA, the Air Force Association 
and Navy League have grown exponentially, particularly since 
the Sept. 11, 2001, attacks. AUSA is so popular that it was 
moved from a large hotel to the Walter E. Washington 
Convention Center, the U.S. capital’s biggest exhibit venue. 

Between 2008 and 2011, the Air Force spent more than a 
half-million dollars at roughly $100,000 per event on display 
booth space alone at Air Force Association-sponsored 
conferences. 

Design and construction of the booths costs even more. 
The Army spent $1.1 million to design a booth used at a 2008 
AUSA conference. 

Although many of these booths are reused at follow-on 
conferences, the services must spend more money to 
assemble, dismantle and transport the booths to each show. In 
2012, the Army spent $429,231 for a small business to ship, 
set up and break down a booth for an AUSA conference in 
Fort Lauderdale, Fla. 

The company, Janson Communications, performed the 
same service for Army Materiel Command at AUSA’s 2011 
conference in Washington. In what a contracting officer 
described as a “typical deal,” Janson moved roughly 34,000 
pounds from storage in Lawrenceville, Ga., to the U.S. capital. 

On July 25, Army Contracting Command put out a 
request for proposals to perform the same duties in 2012 and 
even extended the deadline due to the number of questions, 
according to a contracting officer. The contract was canceled 
Aug. 28, shortly before the announcement the Army would 
shrink its presence at the show. 

In another case, federal contracting data show the Army’s 
Tank Automotive Command (TACOM) spent $91,200 for 
4,800 square feet for one booth. But it turns out, in a common 
practice that can make it difficult to track spending, TACOM 
spent the money for the Army’s acquisition division. 

None of these contracts includes attendees’ travel costs. 
It costs about $1,200 for a service member to attend a 

four-day event, according to a military official. 
Using those figures, travel expenses alone for an event 

such as this week’s Air Force Association’s conference in 
Washington, which attracts about 4,000 military officers, 
would total nearly $5 million. The costs associated with a 
larger event, such as AUSA’s annual Washington conference, 
are exponentially higher. 

What’s more, that number increases when top generals 
attend these conferences. Many four-stars travel on military 
jets, which cost $8,000 to $30,000 per hour to fly. Some of 
these generals are accompanied by security teams and are 
shuttled around in armored vehicles. 

A Pentagon report shows that in January 2011, Gen. 
William “Kip” Ward allegedly took an 11-day trip to 

Washington and Atlanta with an entourage of 13 military and 
civilian personnel, which cost $129,000. 

Ward is under investigation for excessive spending during 
his tenure as head of U.S. Africa Command. 

Any accounting of total spending on conferences also 
must include the cost of events hosted by the services, another 
maze of numbers that cannot be fully counted. In response to a 
request from Rep. Darrell Issa, R-Calif., following the GSA 
conference scandal, DoD provided his office with a database 
that includes the costs of various conferences and meetings 
held by the agency. The total costs listed did not include travel 
expenses, and it wasn’t immediately clear that all of the 
services had fully accounted for their individual costs. 

Together the database accounts for $210 million in 
expenses over five years. Of the more than 3,700 events listed, 
more than 70 cost more than $500,000, and 12 cost more than 
$1 million. Without travel expenses included in the conference 
costs, the actual budget impact of agency-hosted conferences 
is significantly underestimated. 

Navy Secretary Ray Mabus has been working on a new 
service travel policy that would create greater visibility into 
spending and cut costs. 

“We look for every possible way to reduce cost,” said 
Carla Lucchino, assistant for administration to the secretary of 
the Navy. 

The Navy is requiring its conference planners to seek 
cheaper venues, particularly military installations. It has 
restricted rental car use, and is encouraging the use of hotel 
shuttles to and from the airport. 

“I won’t send a package to OSD [Office of the Secretary 
of Defense] unless I’m certain it’s the best possible deal we 
can get and meet the mission requirements,” Lucchino said. 

The Navy is looking at ways to automate the process, 
making it faster and simpler. It is also looking to use video 
conference technology as an alternative to some events. 

New Navy guidance, which in the works, will seek to 
track conference spending throughout the service. 

Pending Legislation 
Legislation introduced in the House and Senate seeks to 

limit government spending on conferences and associated 
travel after the GSA’s lavish conference in Las Vegas came to 
light. 

A House bill, introduced by Rep. Joe Walsh, R-Ill., would 
cap spending on a single conference at $500,000. It does 
provide an exemption for military travel, “expenses involving 
military combat, the training or deployment of uniformed 
military personnel, and such other travel expenses as 
determined by the Director of the Office of Management and 
Budget.” 

The Senate bill introduced by Sen. Claire McCaskill, D-
Mo., would cap government-run conference spending at 
$200,000, which includes travel. Her legislation does allow 
the head of an agency to waive the cap. 

Since Carter issued his DoD guidance in June, the 
Pentagon has approved an “extremely limited number of 
waivers,” said Lt. Col. Elizabeth Robbins, a DoD 
spokeswoman. 

Among those approved are this week’s Air Force 
Association show in National Harbor, Md., and an Air 
National Guard requirements event, according to sources. 
Still, the Air Force is scaling back its presence at both events. 
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DoD is placing increased scrutiny on decisions to host or 
attend conferences and has canceled a “a number of 
conferences of various sizes when it was deemed prudent to 
do so,” said Robbins, who declined to name any of the 
conferences canceled. 

“If the decision is made to proceed with a conference, 
planning factors such as the geographic location of the 
conference, the length of the conference, the choice of venue, 
any associated contracts, and the number of attendees are 
closely scrutinized,” she said. “For example, in the case of one 
recent conference that received a waiver from the deputy 
secretary, attendance was reduced by almost 50 percent from 
the last time the conference had been held and overall costs 
were reduced by approximately one third from original 
estimates.” 

The pending legislation on Capitol Hill is separate from 
guidance provided by the White House Office of Management 
and Budget (OMB) in May that restricted federal conference 
spending. 

The Pentagon has been working to clean up its accounting 
practices so it could pass a financial audit. However, tracking 
conference spending, particularly travel expenses, will still be 
difficult. 

Personnel travel is managed at the major command level, 
not through the Pentagon. 

None of the services was able to provide data on the 
amount of money spent on conferences and related travel. 

“Unfortunately the information … isn’t kept centrally,” 
Matthew Bourke, an Army spokesman, said. “To get a clearer 
picture of how much the Army is saving you would have to 
question all Army agencies that participated in past AUSA 
conventions.” 

Even if DoD is able to pass an audit, that would tell only 
where the money went. It will not tell exactly what the money 
was spent on, according to Winslow Wheeler, director of the 
Straus Military Reform Project of the Center for Defense 
Information at the Project On Government Oversight. 

“It doesn’t tell you what they did with the money when it 
got there and it doesn’t tell you what came out the other end,” 
Wheeler said. 

The Value of Conventions 
The service associations believe they can work within the 

OMB guidance, but fear the legislation being considered in 
Congress could put the kibosh on military attendance at their 
shows. 

The trade shows are viewed as a forum for military and 
industry dialogue. If the military attendance is limited, then 
industry, which pays higher rates to attend and even more for 
exhibit hall space, would dwindle. 

U.S. defense officials and service lobbying groups are 
expressing concerns that legislation placing limits on federal 
conference spending could affect the Pentagon’s ability to 
communicate with forces and industry. 

“We do training, we do information exchange, we use 
them to advance scientific research, to associate with industry, 
things like that,” said Lucchino, assistant to the secretary of 
the Navy. “Those are all good reasons to get people together.” 

Shows are sponsored by groups, such as AUSA, Air 
Force Association and Navy League. Each group holds an 
annual symposium in Washington and another event outside 
of the capital region. Some of the associations also hold 
additional, smaller shows. 

The events are widely attended by the military, defense 
industry, congressmen, congressional staffers and lobbyists. 
The major defense companies collectively spend millions of 
dollars per year on exhibit hall space and elaborate display 
booths. 

The shows are a cross between an international weapons 
exposition, awards show, pep rally and reunion. 

Service chiefs typically use these conferences to send 
marching orders to troops and industry. For example, former 
Defense Secretary Robert Gates used a 2009 Air Force 
Association show to announce the service would be in charge 
of its multibillion-dollar aerial tanker acquisition program. 

Service chiefs also use the shows to communicate with 
the force and announce personnel policy changes or 
communicate their acquisition priorities and direction to 
industry. 

The shows outside of Washington, typically in Florida 
during the winter months, are smaller and always involve 
golfing. 

For the non-Washington shows, the services typically 
dovetail attendance with other existing meetings. 

The Air Force has traditionally held its four-star general 
meetings, called Corona, in Tampa, Fla., the same week the 
Air Force Association holds its major winter symposium in 
nearby Orlando. Holding the events the same week allows the 
travel funds to come from different accounts. 

“The core deal of getting guys together is inherently 
valuable when the bureaucracy is so darn difficult and a lot of 
things can get solved over a five-minute conversation that 
would otherwise spiral over 50,000 emails and escalate to 
absurd proportions,” an association official said. 

At the robotics show in Las Vegas, many defense 
exhibitors took note of the lack of military presence. After all, 
if you cannot get a product in front of a potential customer, 
they say, the chances of selling it go down the tubes. 

 
Return to Index 
 
 

CCOOMMMMEENNTTAARRYY::  
35. The Navy, Biofuels And Energy Independence  
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 16 SEP 12) ... Tom Vilsack 

On a recent tour of the guided missile cruiser USS 
Monterey at Naval Station Norfolk, I had a chance to discuss 
with Naval commanders an issue critical to the future of our 
country: The Navy's effort to incorporate advanced biofuels 
into its operations. 

Today, the military is America's biggest user of oil. Our 
Naval leadership knows the vulnerability this presents, and 
right now these leaders are thinking ahead. 

The Navy, led by Secretary Ray Mabus, is on track to 
deploy a "Great Green Fleet," a carrier strike group powered 
by advanced biofuels, by 2016. 
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Two months ago, during the massive Rim of the Pacific 
exercise off Hawaii, five Navy ships loaded and used a blend 
of advanced biofuels while underway. Biofuels also powered 
helicopters and aircraft during the exercise. 

This work holds tremendous promise for America. By 
innovating the use of biofuels in our military, we'll strengthen 
America's national security while building up the economic 
security of folks in every corner of the nation. 

At the U.S. Department of Agriculture, we're partnering 
to support these efforts. Last year, USDA, the Department of 
Energy and the Navy announced $510 million toward the 
development of advanced biofuels for marine and aviation use. 
Today we are working together and with the biofuels industry 
to carry out this work. Right now, applications for the first 
phase of this program are being reviewed. 

If we can power a few ships and aircraft on biofuels - 
including guided missile cruisers such as the Monterey - 
imagine the possibilities for the future: 

We can further enhance America's national security. No 
more will we rely on fuel supply lines that run through foreign 
nations and can be choked up or cut off during conflict, 
ultimately risking the lives of American service members. 

Our military can carry on its long tradition of innovation 
that helps to spur technologies for civilian use. Today's efforts 
by the Navy can one day improve America's industrial 
efficiency, modernize our transportation grid and save 
Americans even more at the pump. 

And in America's heartland, folks living in small towns 
will have more economic opportunity. Farmers will have more 
ways to earn a solid living. People will be able to count on 
more good-paying jobs that can't be shipped overseas. 

Most important, we'll know that our nation's fuel supply is 
growing in crop fields in every corner of our nation as 
opposed to the oil fields of the Middle East. 

We want to see those dreams become a reality. We know 
it can be done. And USDA has had no greater partner than the 
Navy. 

This is one more reason I appreciate America's Navy. Not 
just because its members protect the values we hold dear. 
They're also furthering innovation that will end America's 
dependence on foreign oil and help to drive our nation 
forward. 

Tom Vilsack, former governor of Iowa, is U.S. secretary 
of agriculture. 
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36. Sequestering The Jury 
What you need to know about OMB's 394-page report on defense cuts. 
(FOREIGN POLICY 14 SEP 12) ... Gordon Adams 

Well, the new report from the Office of Management and 
Budget on "sequestration" is out. And, though it will generate 
lots of coverage, it says almost nothing. Basically, what OMB 
has done is to dodge the political bullet by producing a dry 
and minimal analysis of what across-the-board budget cuts 
would look like -- without saying which specific programs 
would feel the most pain. 

This document is not going to satisfy the highly 
politicized rants that John McCain, Buck McKeon, and the 
defense industry have been making for months -- complete 
with defense-plant road show -- about how bad the sequester 
would be for our national security. But they didn't have the 
specific cannon balls they wanted to fire at the administration; 
that is, they did not have enough information to say that the 
sequester would close a certain plant or halt a given 
production line, thereby showing what jobs might be lost in 
what valuable political territory. They hoped the report would 
provide them with that ammo. Instead, it offers them a 
matchbox, at the most. 

Basically, by saying only, as it did, that the Pentagon 
faces a 9.4 percent drop in funding, the administration is 
arguing "we need more time" -- time that will probably last 
until January -- to go through all the "programs, projects, and 
activities" that would be affected by across-the-board cuts. For 
now, it provided an Excel spreadsheet, at the level of budget 
accounts, about how much funding would be cut that might 
affect specific programs. 

The difference is simple: Programs, projects, and 
activities are specific things, like F-35 fighters and Stryker 
vehicles and destroyers. The funding for these items is 
aggregated and therefore buried in broader accounts, like Air 
Force aircraft procurement, Army wheeled and tracked 
combat vehicles, and Navy shipbuilding. Instead of providing 

the program-level data, OMB provided the account-level data. 
Doesn't tell you much about which programs would be 
affected or how. 

There may be some merit to the report's claim that 30 
days was not enough time to produce this level of detail, 
though doing so is pretty cut-and-dried in defense. But it is 
safe to assume that the decisions about the report and what it 
contained were made at a high level in the White House. (I 
have been told by one source that the Defense Department 
supplied the numbers but did not see the final draft. And why 
would they need to? A kid with a calculator could run these 
numbers.) And on Pennsylvania Avenue, politics certainly 
prevails, as seems to be the case with the OMB report. 

Why would the White House want to provide such a 
highly aggregated analysis? For the same reason the 
congressional Republicans want the detail: politics. The 
administration is doing a good job of seizing the high ground 
on national security; the Republicans are desperately looking 
for a foothold, and a sequester looks like one to them. 

This is not about defense, really. It is a political shadow 
play about a sequester in the middle of an election, set up 
more than a year ago when the Budget Control Act was passed 
and the deadline for cuts was set for after the election. 

A sequester for defense, the report says, as for all of the 
government, would be a disaster. There are a few of us around 
who think that cutting $50 billion out of defense next year is 
actually possible, properly managed, and at no price at all to 
U.S. national security. 

There are even ways to manage a sequester of 9.4 percent 
of the Department of Defense's resources, should it happen. 
Pentagon data show, for example, that DOD has 
reprogrammed more than $20 billion in funds in six of the last 
nine years -- nearly $50 billion in FY 2008 alone -- meaning 
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that every year there are billions of unneeded andunused 
dollars in various programs. And, should a sequester happen, 
OMB could use its authority to apportion funds in a way that 
deferred the overall impact of cuts into the third and fourth 
quarters of next fiscal year, giving the political system time to 
fix the problem (which has happened in previous sequesters). 
Moreover, because the defense industry is working off current 
contracts (unaffected by the sequester) and because new funds 
spend out slowly, the impact on the private sector will be 
nothing like what Lockheed CEO Bob Stevens has been 
screaming about for months. Really, the sequester would hit 

the Pentagon's civilian work force more than anyone else -- 
but nobody is screaming about that. 

So the report makes it hard to specify what Armageddon 
looks like. But that is unlikely to stop the politics around this 
issue. Some in Congress and Republicans in the campaign 
want to make some hay here, so they will doubtless give the 
administration witnesses who are appearing next week before 
the House Armed Services Committee a hard time about this 
report. Expect the administration to continue to duck. They 
want attention to a deal here, but not until after the election. 

 
Return to Index 
 

37. Insight: China Builds Its Own Military-Industrial Complex 
(REUTERS 16 SEP 12) ... David Lague and Charlie Zhu 

HONG KONG--When China turned to Russia for 
supplies of advanced weapons through the 1990s, it kick-
started Beijing's military build-up with an immediate boost in 
firepower. 

It also demonstrated the failure of its domestic defense 
sector which was still turning out obsolete 1950s vintage 
equipment for the People's Liberation Army from a sprawling 
network of state-owned arms makers. 

Now, after more than two decades of soaring military 
spending, this once backward industry has been transformed -- 
China is creating its own military-industrial complex, with the 
private sector taking a leading role. 

With Tiananmen-era bans on Western military sales to 
China still in place, an innovative and efficient domestic arms 
industry is crucial for Beijing as it assembles a modern 
military force capable of enforcing claims over Taiwan and 
disputed maritime territories. 

China has locked horns recently with its Southeast Asian 
neighbors over conflicting claims to strings of islets in the 
South China Sea. Tensions have also flared with Japan over 
uninhabited islands in the East China Sea, even as the United 
States executes a strategic military pivot towards the Pacific. 

Well funded defense groups have rapidly absorbed the 
technology and expertise needed to build complex weapons, 
freeing China from its former heavy reliance on Russian and 
other foreign equipment, Chinese and Western experts say. 

"A country's defense sector should reflect the strength of 
the country's economy," says Wu Da, a portfolio manager at 
Beijing-based Changsheng Fund Management Co Ltd which 
invests in listed Chinese defense stocks. 

But, he adds, the sector is so shrouded in secrecy it's been 
hard to assess how viable it is. 

"Some of the Chinese defense groups are already quite 
strong after so much military spending in recent years but you 
don't know exactly how well they are doing financially or 
technologically because China does not want others to know." 

That could start to change. 
Injecting assets 
Beijing is enlisting the private sector to accelerate the rise 

of its best defense contractors, issuing new guidelines in July 
aimed at encouraging private investment in a sector 
traditionally sheltered from competition and public scrutiny. 

Listed subsidiaries of top Chinese military contractors 
now intend to buy at least 20 billion yuan ($3.15 billion) in 
assets from their state-owned parents in the second half, 

according to their recent filings with the Shanghai and 
Shenzhen stock exchanges. 

This would double the value of military related assets 
injected into these listed companies since 2007 with more in 
the pipeline, as Beijing presses ahead with an ambitious 
program to privatize most of a vast arms industry employing 
more than a million workers at more than 1,000 state-owned 
enterprises. 

The long term goal is to transform some of the leading 
contractors, such as China State Shipbuilding Corporation 
(CSSC), Aviation Industry Corporation of China (AVIC) and 
China Aerospace Science and Industry Corporation into 
homegrown versions of American giants Lockheed Martin and 
Northrop Grumman or Britain's BAE Systems. 

AVIC, which is aiming to quadruple its sales to one 
trillion yuan ($157.7 billion) by 2020 from 250 billion yuan in 
2011, plans to inject 80 percent of its main businesses into 
some of its listed companies by the end of next year. 

Beijing has made repeated calls to speed up listings of all 
but the most sensitive military businesses. The authorities 
have also promised to allow public bidding for unclassified 
and minor defense contracts in a sector that is likely to enjoy 
strong growth if China continues its sustained military build-
up. 

China's top 10 defense groups with estimated combined 
assets of 2 trillion yuan ($315 billion) have listed more than 70 
subsidiaries, including over 40 with defense-related 
businesses. About 25 per cent of the assets of the top 10 are 
now held in the listed companies, according to market 
analysts. 

Some of these stocks have been strong performers. 
Sustained military outlays and the expectation of asset 
injections have insulated them from the country's current 
economic slowdown. They also tend to spike in price at times 
of increased tension between China and its neighbors over 
disputed territory. 

The plan to buy more of their parent's military related 
assets would allow these listed companies to raise extra funds 
for research and development, the companies say. 

AVIC subsidiary Hafei Aviation Industry Co Ltd plans to 
issue shares this year to buy 3.3 billion yuan ($520.5 million) 
in assets from its parent, including helicopter manufacturing 
companies. 

"AVIC's injection of (its) helicopter business into the 
listed company will be a key experiment of China's strategic 
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upgrade and transformation of its domestic defense and 
science industry," Hafei said in a July prospectus. 

Falling military imports 
The growth of the domestic arms industry has allowed 

China to steadily reduce military imports. International arms 
transfer figures from the Stockholm International Peace 
Research Institute (SIPRI) show China's defense imports fell 
58 per cent between 2007 and 2011. 

In this period, China slipped to fourth place in the ranks 
of global arms buyers after holding top position in the five 
years to 2006. 

"The PLA has clearly turned away from acquiring foreign 
developed platforms," says Scott Harold, a China analyst for 
the Santa Monica, California-based Rand Corporation. 

After double digit, annual increases in outlays over most 
of the last 20 years, China's military spending is now second 
only to the United States. 

In March, Beijing announced its defense budget for this 
year would increase 11.2 per cent to $106 billion but some 
foreign analysts believe this understates the country's overall 
military budget. 

In its annual report on the Chinese military, the Pentagon 
in May estimated Beijing's total 2012 spending would be 
between $120 billion and $180 billion. Washington will spend 
$614 billion on its military this year. 

Private data analyst, IHS Jane's Defense Budgets, 
forecasts that Beijing's annual outlays will reach almost $240 
billion by 2015, more than the combined budgets of all nations 
in the Asia Pacific region and four times Japan's military 
spending. 

About 30 per cent of China's military budget goes to 
weapons and equipment, according to Beijing's most recent 
defense White Paper published last year. 

Cash overcomes inefficiencies 
Military experts say that alongside reorganization and 

streamlining launched in the late 1990s, this avalanche of cash 
has sharply improved the output from key sectors of the 
Chinese defense industry despite the inefficiencies of many 
big state-owned companies, widespread corruption and a lack 
of official or public oversight. 

"There is just something about money, and the more of it 
the better," says Rand Corp's Harold. 

Russian weapons, including Su-27 fighters, Kilo-class 
submarines and Sovremenny-class cruisers, remain some of 
the PLA's most potent hardware. 

However, some Chinese-made equipment is now thought 
to be comparable to their Russian or Western counterparts, 
military experts say, although they acknowledge that accurate 
information about the performance of PLA weapons remains 
scarce. 

Over the last decade, China has launched two classes of 
locally designed and built conventional submarines that are 
now the mainstays of the PLA's underwater fleet. 

It has also built versions of the Su-27 combat aircraft and 
begun mass production of its J-10 fighter that some experts 

rank with the U.S.-made F-16 in performance. China 
reportedly has developed its first stealth fighter, the J-20, but 
details of its capabilities remain unclear. 

Chinese factories also appear to have made rapid progress 
in developing a range of advanced missiles. These include up 
to 1,000 ballistic and cruise missiles deployed against Taiwan 
and new mobile launchers for the PLA's nuclear weapons. 

Even in more basic equipment, China's arms industry 
appears to have made significant improvements. In little over 
a decade, shabby uniforms and poor quality footwear have 
been replaced with smart, comfortable looking camouflage 
uniforms, lightweight helmets and solid combat boots. 

Ground troops carry new assault rifles and small arms, 
while modern tanks, armored personnel carriers and artillery 
have been introduced to replace equipment derived from 
Soviet designs of the 1950s. 

Arms trade experts conclude that China's factories are 
now capable of satisfying most of the PLA's needs - and that 
of other nations as well. 

In the 10 years to 2011, China's foreign military sales 
increased 95 per cent, making it the sixth largest arms supplier 
behind the UK, SIPRI figures show. Sales of jet fighters, 
warships and tanks to political ally Pakistan, however, account 
for much of this increase. 

Technology weakness 
Despite clear progress, some glaring weaknesses remain 

in Chinese defense technology, military experts say. 
The PLA still appears reliant on imports of high 

performance jet engines from Russia for its most advanced 
fighters despite decades of research and development aimed at 
developing local power plants. 

It also depends on dual-use, imported engine technology 
from Europe for its warships, submarines and armored 
vehicles. 

Domestic aerospace companies have so far been unable to 
build big military transport aircraft that are important for 
military mobility in a country as big as China. These 
companies also remain heavily dependent on European, U.S. 
and Russian designs and technology for locally built 
helicopters. 

Beijing is pinning its hopes on competitive market forces 
to help close these gaps as it continues its military spending 
spree. 

That means more business for listed arms makers such as 
China Shipbuilding Industry Ltd which raised 8 billion yuan 
($1.26 billion) in May from a convertible bond issue to buy 
military assets from its parent, the giant China Shipbuilding 
Industry Corp. 

"With the construction of our country's navy steadily 
pushed forward, we expect our company's income from 
defense business to keep increasing," the company said in a 
May stock exchange statement. 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. LCS Is Too A Real Warship, Insists SecNav 
(AOL DEFENSE 17 APR 12) ... Sydney J. Freedberg Jr. 

NATIONAL HARBOR, MD -- "The LCS is a warship and it is fully capable of going into combat situations," Navy Secretary 
Ray Mabus insisted to skeptical reporters yesterday. Mabus was attempting to take the edge off last week's frank acknowledgment by 
the Chief of Naval Operations, Adm. Jonathan Greenert, that the Littoral Combat Ship is significantly less survivable than mainline 
Navy vessels. 

 
2. SAS12: CNO Wants ‘Good Enough,’ V Perfect 
(DOD BUZZ 17 APR 12) ... Philip Ewing 

“The perfect is the enemy of the good,” as the old legislators’ expression goes — now that evidently applies to Navy acquisitions, 
too. 

 
3. CNO Eyes Maritime Strategy Tweaks 
(DEFENSE DAILY 18 APR 12) ... Emelie Rutherford 

NATIONAL HARBOR, Md. --The Navy is in the "very early stages" of modifying the tri-service maritime strategy, the service's 
chief acknowledged publicly Monday. 

 
4. CNO Cautious On Open Architecture: It Can't 'Run Wild' 
(DEFENSE DAILY 18 APR 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

NATIONAL HARBOR, Md. -- The introduction of open architecture systems accompanied by "refresh" upgrades cannot outpace 
the ability of the crew to keep up with the systems and the training required to operate them, Chief of Naval Operations Adm. 
Jonathan Greenert said yesterday. 

 
5. SAS12: Navy Systems Commands Tighten The Reins 
(DOD BUZZ 17 APR 12) ... Michael Hoffman 

The Navy’s systems command leaders joined the chorus of Pentagon officials warning the defense industry that the defense 
spending gravy train has skidded to a halt. 

 
6. U.S. Marks Second Victory Over British In War Of 1812 
(REUTERS 17 APR 12) ... Kathy Finn 

NEW ORLEANS - A parade of naval vessels and square-rigged sailing ships made their way on Tuesday up the Mississippi River 
to New Orleans under threatening skies, kicking off a national bicentennial commemoration of U.S. victory in the War of 1812. 

 
7. #SAAM: USS Dwight D. Eisenhower Raises Sexual Assault Awareness 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 17 APR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Logan Meyer, USS Dwight D. Eisenhower Public 
Affairs 

USS DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER, At Sea -- USS Dwight D. Eisenhower (CVN 69) (Ike) is taking part in the Navy-wide 
training focusing on the sexual assault awareness month campaign directed by the Navy-wide theme of "Hurts One, Affects All." 

 
8. Culinary Specialists Serve Up Health To The 21st Century Sailor 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 17 APR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Alexandra Snyder, Defense Media Activity 
Pentagon Bureau, Navy 

NATIONAL HARBOR, Md -- Naval Supply Systems Command (NAVSUP) culinary specialists (CSs) from around the fleet 
showcased a wide variety of healthy and delectable dishes during several cooking demonstrations at the 2012 Sea-Air-Space 
Exposition in National Harbor, Md. April 17. 
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CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
9. Navy Plans New Humanitarian Mission In Pacific 
(THE HILL 17 APR 12) ... Carlo Munoz 

A new Pentagon-led humanitarian mission set for May in the Pacific could link up with U.S. counterterrorism forces in the 
Philippines as part of an effort to expand American presence in the region. 

 
10. Vietnam, U.S. To Hold Five Day Naval Exchange 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 17 APR 12) 

HANOI — Vietnam and the U.S. will hold five days of "non-combatant" naval exchange activities next week in the port city of 
Danang, the U.S. Embassy said, amid rising tensions in the South China Sea. 

 
11. U.S. Ambassador To Morocco And AFRICOM Visit Iwo Jima 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 17 APR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Jamica Johnson, Amphibious Squadron 8 Public 
Affairs 

USS IWO JIMA, At Sea -- The USS Iwo Jima Amphibious Ready Group (ARG) and embarked 24th Marine Expeditionary Unit 
(MEU) hosted the U.S. ambassador to Morocco, the commander, U.S. Africa Command, staff, and Moroccan guests, April 16. 

 
12. Destroyer Donald Cook Returns To Norfolk On Thursday 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 17 APR 12) ... Kate Wiltrout 

NORFOLK -- The guided missile destroyer Donald Cook is scheduled to return to Norfolk on Thursday after a seven month 
deployment. 

 
13. Congressional Delegation Applauds Jet Crash Response 
(NEWPORT NEWS DAILY PRESS 17 APR 12) ... Austin Bogues 

The entire Virginia Congressional delegation sent a letter to Secretary of the Navy Ray Maybus praising the emergency response 
to the Virginia Beach jet crash on April 6. 

 
14. Navy Sailor Falls 40 Feet Into River During Training 
(FIRST COAST NEWS 17 APR 12) ... Jessika Lewis 

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. -- A Navy Sailor fell 40 feet from a helicopter during training exercises, according to Bill Austin, with 
Naval Station Mayport. 

 

GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
15. N. Korea's Rocket Display Shows Lack Of Progress 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 17 APR 12) ... Eric Talmadge 

SEOUL, South Korea — Analysts sifting through information on North Korea's failed rocket launch say Pyongyang appears to 
have learned little about spaceflight since its last flubbed attempt three years ago, and that the country is a long way from being able to 
threaten the United States with a long-range missile. 

 
16. U.S. Military: Official's Statement 'Mischaracterized' By S. Korean Media 
(VOICE OF AMERICA 17 APR 12) ... Steve Herman 

SEOUL -- U.S. military officials say South Korean media took out of context a comment made Tuesday at a Seoul news 
conference by the new head of the U.S. Pacific Command, Navy Admiral Samuel Locklear III. 

 
17. Phl, U.S. May Discuss Shoal Dispute In Washington 
(PHILIPPINE STAR 18 APR 12) ... Alexis Romero 

MANILA, Philippines - The standoff in Scarborough Shoal is likely to be taken up in a meeting on April 30 in Washington 
between the Philippines’ top defense and foreign affairs officials and their counterparts in the United States. 

 
18. Philippines, China Trade Barbs Over New Incursions 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 17 APR 12) ... Jason Gutierrez 

Manila - The Philippines and China traded fresh accusations Tuesday of illegal incursions in a disputed area of the South China 
Sea, while refusing to compromise on their territorial claims. 
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19. India's Role In Asia-Pacific Enormously Important: U.S. 
(INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE 17 APR 12) 

NEW DELHI: India and the U.S. on Tuesday held their fifth regional dialogue on Asia-Pacific to take stock of the present 
strategic, economic and security situation in the region, amidst rising tension in South China Sea over territorial disputes and a defiant 
North Korea's failed attempt at a rocket launch. 

 
20. Russia, Iran Use Navies To Bolster Syria 
(AVIATION WEEK 17 APR 12) ... David Eshel 

TEL AVIV - Backing for the Assad regime in strife-torn Syria hinges on a centuries-old Russian ambition. From the Crimean 
War to “the great game” of the 1800s, the lack of a deep, warm-water port has cramped Russia’s global desires. 

 
21. War Planes 'Strike Suspected Somali Pirate Base' 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 17 APR 12) 

MOGADISHU — War planes fired several missiles at a suspected Somali pirate base in the north of the war-torn country, 
wounding two civilians, a coastguard official said Tuesday. 

 
22. 2011 World Military Spending Leveled Out: Report 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 17 APR 12) 

STOCKHOLM — Global military spending leveled last year at $1.74 trillion dollars due to the economic crisis, almost 
unchanged in real terms since 2010, the Stockholm International Peace Research Institute said April 17. 

 

PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
23. CSADD Rallies Will Navigate Sailors To Make Good Decisions 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 17 APR 12) ... Chief of Naval Personnel Public Affairs 

WASHINGTON -- The Navy will hold two rallies in May and June to promote sound decision-making and leadership 
development among junior Sailors, according to NAVADMIN 124/12, released April 17. 

 
24. All Services Will Set Up Sexual Assault SVUs 
(NAVY TIMES 17 APR 12) ... Cid Standifer 

In an effort to improve military sexual assault investigations and prosecutions, every service will set up its own “special victims 
unit,” or SVU, and send all rape and aggravated sexual assault cases to a special court-martial, Defense Secretary Leon Panetta and 
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Martin Dempsey announced. 

 
25. Navy Campaign Spotlights Sexual Assault In April 
(WHIDBEY (WA) NEWS-TIMES 17 APR 12) ... Kathy Reed 

The U.S. Navy is serious about preventing sexual assault within its ranks, and Whidbey Island Naval Air Station is serious about 
it as well. 

 
26. DoD Wants To Expand Sabbaticals To Reservists 
(NAVY TIMES 17 APR 12) ... Rick Maze 

A military sabbatical program would be expanded to include National Guard and Reserve members on full-time active duty, 
under a Pentagon proposal submitted to Congress. 

 
27. Pentagon Names Navy's Next 'Air Boss' 
Vice Adm. David Buss wears the Distinguished Flying Cross medal with V 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 17 APR 12) ... Jeanette Steele 

The Navy has named its next “air boss,” the officer in charge of all naval air resources. 
 

28. Members Of 4 Services Involved In Scandal 
Officials say 5 Green Berets, 2 Navy technicians, 2 Marines and an airman investigated for alleged 
misconduct in Colombia 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 17 APR 12) ... Julie Pace 

WASHINGTON — The Secret Service prostitution scandal escalated Tuesday with the disclosure that at least 20 women had 
been in hotel rooms with U.S. agents and military personnel just before President Barack Obama arrived for a summit with Latin 
American leaders. The head of the Secret Service said he had referred the matter to an independent government investigator. 
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29. Squadron Commander Fired After Records Probe 
(NAVY TIMES 17 APR 12) ... Mark D. Faram 

The commander of the Navy squadron charged with transporting senior Navy and Marine Corps leaders has been fired after an 
investigation revealed the possible falsification of administrative records. 

 
30. Navy QB Proctor Resigns Prior To Graduation 
(ANNAPOLIS CAPITAL GAZETTE 17 APR 12) ... BILL WAGNER 

Kriss Proctor, Navy’s starting quarterback last season, will not graduate from the Naval Academy. Proctor has submitted his 
resignation from the academy, a school spokesman confirmed to The Capital. 

 

FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
31. Navy Aims For More Accountability, Centralized Authority In Acquisition Commands 
(FEDERAL NEWS RADIO 18 APR 12) ... Jared Serbu 

Buying the systems sailors and marines need at a time of declining budgets is going to mean more cooperation, accountability and 
centralization, the leaders of several of the Navy Department's major systems commands said Tuesday. 

 
32. SAS12: If The Navy Had One More Dollar To Spend? 
(DOD BUZZ 17 APR 12) ... Michael Hoffman 

Navy leaders who control the service’s purse strings since the defense budget cuts laid out in the Budget Control Act: No new 
programs or platforms. 

 
33. Panetta Warns Congress Against Tinkering With Proposed Budget Cuts 
(DEFENSE DAILY 18 APR 12) ... Emelie Rutherford 

Defense Secretary Leon Panetta lamented on Monday the "great challenge" the Pentagon is facing trying to garner congressional 
approval of its proposed budget cuts. 

 
34. Navy Digs In Heels On Cruiser Retirements 
(DEFENSE DAILY 18 APR 12) ... Emelie Rutherford 

NATIONAL HARBOR, MD.--Navy Secretary Ray Mabus defended the service's plan to retire seven Aegis cruisers early, saying 
the move lawmakers are expected to critique this week was financially unavoidable. 

 
35. USS Ford 75 Percent Done, But Navy Warns Of Future Cost Overruns 
(NATIONAL DEFENSE 17 APR 12) ... Dan Parsons 

NATIONAL HARBOR, Md. — The Navy’s newest aircraft carrier, fighting cost overruns and other speed bumps associated with 
it being the first in its class, reached a major milestone, said Matt Mulherin, Newport News Shipbuilding president. 

 
36. Navy Focusing On CVN-78 Supply Chain 
(DEFENSE DAILY 18 APR 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

NATIONAL HARBOR, Md. -- The Navy is evaluating the supply chain supporting construction of the USS Gerald R. Ford 
(CVN-78) in an effort to rein in ballooning costs on the first ship in the next class of aircraft carriers, Vice Adm. Kevin McCoy, the 
commander of Naval Sea Systems Command (NAVSEA), said yesterday. 

 
37. NASSCO Begins Construction Of USNS John Glenn 
(DEFENSE DAILY 18 APR 12) 

General Dynamics NASSCO yesterday began construction of the future USNS John Glenn, the second ship of the Navy's Mobile 
Landing Platform (MLP) program. 

 
38. Fire Scouts Authorized To Fly Despite Mishaps 
(DEFENSE DAILY 18 APR 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

NATIONAL HARBOR, Md. -- The Navy's operational commanders are authorized to fly the Fire Scout (MQ-8B) unmanned 
helicopter despite two recent incidents that are still under investigation, Naval Air Systems Command's (NAVAIR) program manager 
for multi-mission tactical unmanned systems said yesterday. 

 
39. SAS12: Fire Scout’s Next Evolution 
(DOD BUZZ 17 APR 12) ... Philip Ewing 

Northrop Grumman and the Navy have high hopes for the MQ-8 Fire Scout unmanned helicopter, but first they have to get 
cleared to fly again. 

 



 5

40. SAS12: Marines Plans Rigorous Cargo UAS Tests 
(DOD BUZZ 17 APR 12) ... Michael Hoffman 

The K-MAX cargo unmanned helicopter has impressed Marine Corps aviation leaders since the aircraft deployed to Afghanistan 
on Dec. 17, but the Marine Corps is not quite ready to give it the green light. 

 
41. Navy, Corps IT Staffs To Take $2B Budget Hit 
(FEDERAL TIMES 17 APR 12) ... Nicole Blake Johnson 

The Navy and Marine Corps will shrink their information technology staffs to meet a $2 billion budget cut over the next five 
years. 

 
42. U.S. Navy Touts AMDR Technology Advancement 
(AVIAITON WEEK 17 APR 12) ... Michael Fabey 

FORT WASHINGTON Md. — Key technology for the U.S. Navy’s proposed Air and Missile Defense Radar (AMDR) is 
advancing more quickly than the service brass had anticipated, casting doubt on some of the criticism leveled lately at the AMDR 
development program, says Rear Adm. James Syring, program executive officer for Integrated Defense Systems. 

 

BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
43. Hundreds Arrive For Navy Week Spectacle On Mississippi River 
(WWL CBS NEW ORLEANS 17 APR 12) 

NEW ORLEANS -- There was quite a spectacle on the Mississippi River as ships from around the world converged in New 
Orleans, and the crowds are expected to keep coming. 

 
44. USS Constitution Sailors Teach Naval History In New Orleans 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 17 APR 12) ... Seaman Michael Achterling, USS Constitution Public Affairs 

GRETNA, La. -- Sailors assigned to USS Constitution taught early American naval history to students at Bonnabel High School 
in Kenner, La., April 16. 

 
45. Navy Week NOLA Continues Wednesday With Public Tours Of The Vessels 
(NEW ORLEANS TIMES-PICAYUNE 17 APR 12) ... Paul Purpura 

Tuesday was a homecoming of sorts for Alex Johns. The Luling native shipped out 17 weeks ago for officer candidate school in 
his quest to become a Coast Guard helicopter pilot. But he first has to pull duty aboard the Coast Guard barque Eagle, to learn the 
ways of the sea. 

 
46. Okinawa Mayors Not In Favor Of Plan To Move Futenma Operations To Kadena 
(STARS AND STRIPES 17 APR 12) ... Travis J. Tritten and Chiyomi Sumida 

CAMP FOSTER, Okinawa — A top member of Japan’s ruling party privately asked local leaders here on Tuesday to support the 
relocation of the Futenma air station to Kadena Air Base, according to those who participated in the meetings. 

 
47. U.S. Bases In Japan Preparing For Another Summer Of Energy Shortages 
(STARS AND STRIPES 18 APR 12) ... Seth Robson 

YOKOTA AIR BASE, Japan — U.S. bases in Japan are preparing for a second summer of electricity shortages, with most 
Japanese nuclear reactors still offline following last year’s meltdown at the Fukushima Dai-ichi nuclear power plant. 

 

NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
48. Navy Memorial Hosts 21st Blessing Of The Fleet 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 17 APR 12) ... Defense Media Activity - Navy 

WASHINGTON -- The United States Navy Memorial hosted the 21st Annual Blessing of the Fleet ceremony at the memorial in 
Washington, D.C., April 14. 

 
49. Former FBI Official Warns Of Cyberattacks From Other Nations 
Several trying to pierce U.S. military, corporate networks, he says 
(WASHINGTON POST 18 APR 12) ... Ellen Nakashima 

At least half a dozen countries with offensive cyber-capabilities are probing U.S. corporate and military computer systems, 
looking for data and a toehold should they one day want to disrupt or destroy the networks, according to the FBI’s former top cyber-
sleuth. 
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50. Trial Opens For Central Figure In Yacht Piracy 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 18 APR 12) ... Tim McGlone 

NORFOLK -- Opening statements are expected today in the federal trial of a Somali man charged with being the chief negotiator 
in a pirate attack on a yacht that left four Americans dead. 

 

OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
51. Right Steps On Military Sexual Assault 
(NEW YORK TIMES 18 APR 12) ... Editorial 

Defense Secretary Leon Panetta on Monday announced several encouraging steps to fight sexual assault in the military. The most 
notable is the requirement that complaints be handled by senior officers — colonels or Navy captains — instead of lower-ranking 
officers who are often ill equipped or reluctant to pursue assault cases. 

 
52. Navy’s Shipbuilding Deficiencies 
Fleet needs ‘wise man group’ to review current plans for new ships 
(WASHINGTON TIMES 17 APR 12) ... Adm. James A. Lyons 

The Navy’s force projection and assured nuclear strategic capability are keys to our retaining U.S. pre-eminence as a world 
leader. Our Navy, however, will face increasing threats, especially from China, which has deployed anti-ship ballistic missiles, 
sophisticated nuclear attack and ballistic missile submarines, and fifth-generation stealthy aircraft, which are clearly targeted against 
our naval forces. Our ships will require a broad spectrum of defensive and offensive capabilities in order to carry out their mission. 

 
53. Comparing The Two Koreas 
(LOS ANGELES TIMES 18 APR 12) ... Donald Kirk 

SEOUL -- North and South Korea played their own distinctive games of power politics last week. The processes of leadership 
selection were enacted almost simultaneously, a coincidence that defined them so sharply as to provide a classroom lesson on the 
differences between the two systems. 

 
54. A Deal In The Works With Iran? 
(WASHINGTON POST 18 APR 12) ... David Ignatius 

The nuclear talks with Iran have just begun, but already the smart money in Tehran is betting on a deal. That piece of intelligence 
comes from the Tehran stock index; the day after the talks opened, it posted its largest daily rise in months and closed at a record high. 

 
55. U.S. Can't Abandon The Middle East 
In making a foreign policy 'pivot' toward Asia, the U.S. shouldn't turn its back on the Arab world. 
(LOS ANGELES TIMES 17 APR 12) ... Hassan Bin Talal 

Early this year, the Pentagon's strategic review signaled a shift in priorities for U.S. foreign policy, suggesting that more attention 
would be paid to the Asia-Pacific region. Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton spoke of this as a "pivot" toward Asia, signaling 
what for many analysts and ordinary Americans has been a long-overdue transition away from Iraq, Afghanistan and the Middle East 
in general. 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. LCS Is Too A Real Warship, Insists SecNav 
(AOL DEFENSE 17 APR 12) ... Sydney J. Freedberg Jr. 

NATIONAL HARBOR, MD -- "The LCS is a warship 
and it is fully capable of going into combat situations," Navy 
Secretary Ray Mabus insisted to skeptical reporters yesterday. 
Mabus was attempting to take the edge off last week's frank 
acknowledgment by the Chief of Naval Operations, Adm. 
Jonathan Greenert, that the Littoral Combat Ship is 
significantly less survivable than mainline Navy vessels. 

"One of the things the CNO said the other day is one of 
the things the LCS can do is help prevent warfare," Mabus 
said – by doing the day-to-day work of maritime policing and 
partnership building in accordance with the new global 
strategy, for example. But, he went on, "if there is a war, we 
aren't going to have the LCS out there by itself." Other, more 
robust vessels can provide cover against enemy warships, 
cruise missiles, and aircraft while the LCS conducts its 
specialized shallow-water missions sweeping mines, hunting 
submarines, or fending off swarms of small boats. 

Mabus had just come from a speech to the Navy League's 
Sea-Air-Space convention that touted bringing down costs on 
LCS as one of the Navy's successes. After shocking cost 
overruns on the first two ships – caused largely by a redesign 
done mid-way through construction, precisely to make them 
more survivable in combat – the cost per ship has dropped 
below $400 million. Today, Mabus boasted in his remarks, 
"they're being built under fixed-price contracts." 

The Navy needs to keep LCS costs under control because 
its plans to buy 55 of them are critical to keeping the size of 
the fleet around 300, a target Mabus hopes to hit in 2019. 
Even at the overrun price tag of over $600 million apiece, the 
Littoral Combat Ships were still far more affordable than the 
$1.7 billion DDG-51 Aegis destroyers that are currently the 
fleet's most numerous surface combatant. And while LCS may 
not be as battle-worthy as a larger and more expensive 
destroyer, Mabus said, it can show the flag just as well. 
"Today we're using DDG-51s which are multi-billion dollar 

warships, we're using amphibs [amphibious warfare ships] 
which are multi-billion dollar warships to do some of these 
engagement activities that LCS could do," Mabus told 
reporters. "We're going to use LCS to free up some multi-
mission ships." 

The problem with scattering Littoral Combat Ships 
around the planet is that threats are proliferating globally as 
well. In 2006, the Lebanese group Hezbollah crippled an 
Israeli corvette and sank a Cambodian merchant ship with 
shore-launched cruise missiles of Chinese manufacture, the 
kind of weapon once exclusively possessed by major nation-
states but now increasingly available to non-state "hybrid" 
adversaries. Since having larger vessels escort Littoral Combat 
Ships everywhere defeats the point, sometimes the LCS is 
going to have to fend for itself, and skeptics argue it's just not 
capable. 

"When you come within 25 miles of an enemy shore 
nowadays, if there's even an apartment house there, someone's 
likely to shoot a missile out of the garage at you," said 
Norman Polmar, a naval analyst and author who's been an 
outspoken critic of the LCS. While the ship's proponents tout 
its 40-knot speed, Polmar notes it's hard to outrun a cruise 
missile, and he finds LCS lacking in other defenses against 
such a threat like electronic countermeasures and even simple 
chaff. If it is hit, he said, "this ship cannot take much damage": 
Besides having a less robust structure than traditional 
warships, LCS has a much smaller crew – about 80 personnel 
counting "mission module" specialists compared to over 200 
on the old Perry-class frigates – and "survivability is often 
dependent on having enough people to do damage control." 

"LCS is a capability that we need very badly," Mabus 
insisted to reporters. "Very fast, very shallow draft, able to 
operate in littorals." The question is whether it's tough enough 
for the dangers lurking in the shallows. 

Return to Index 
 

2. SAS12: CNO Wants ‘Good Enough,’ V Perfect 
(DOD BUZZ 17 APR 12) ... Philip Ewing 

“The perfect is the enemy of the good,” as the old 
legislators’ expression goes — now that evidently applies to 
Navy acquisitions, too. 

Chief of Naval Operations Adm. Jonathan Greenert said 
the Navy and its vendors needed to have some “frank 
conversations with each other, and you should ask us hard 
questions,” to ensure the fleet can actually buy and field the 
many ships, aircraft and other toys it’s counting on for 
tomorrow’s fleet. 

That may prompt the Navy to turn to “common hulls,” 
Greenert said — though he did not detail what that could 
actually mean — and to elevate the importance of cost so that 
it’s “an entering argument; it has to be a key performance 
parameter.” 

“Perfect will not work in the future,” he said. “It’s got to 
be good enough and we’ve got to figure out what that is.” 

The good news is that the industrial base is performing 
well today, Greenert told the lunch audience at Sea Air Space. 

He was pleased with the quality of the ships the Navy has 
accepted since he’s been in charge: The destroyer USS 
Spruance; the amphibious transport USS San Diego; and the 
fast-attack submarine USS California. He likes the new P-8 
Poseidon patrol planes. 

Keep it up, Greenert told the Navy’s vendors — and as 
for the 32 ships the Navy now has under contract, he wants 
them delivered earlier and fielded faster, so they can begin 
replacing the older warships now reaching the ends of their 
service lives. 

Missing from it all, however, was a sense of what could 
make anything actually happen. As the federal government 
blushes amidst this week’s General Services Administration 
overspending scandal, you won’t hear any official, let alone 
one from DoD, stand up and say: “Hey, y’know what, 
corporate defense giants? Go nuts! We’re not really doing 
anything pressing so if you need to spend more and take more 
time, knock yourselves out.” 
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So the get-tough, squeeze-every-cent rhetoric is all very 
well, but there’s only so much the Navy can do. The 
“competition” in its shipbuilding is Coke-and-Pepsi 
competition, not cellphone competition, and sometimes it 
chooses to do without it altogether, as when it opted for twin 
parallel classes of littoral combat ships. Generations of Navy 
leaders have talked tough after the poor quality of the early 
San Antonio-class amphibious transports, but they kept buyin’ 
em. Taxpayers are paying more than $1 billion more for the 
USS Gerald R Ford than they were supposed to, but what’cha 
gonna do? 

One thing Greenert can do on his own is use the fleet he 
has today more effectively, and he promised the Navy would 
do so. It will soon transport four more mine countermeasures 
ships to Bahrain to step up readiness there. (The ships will 
probably be as valuable for their spares as their operational 

availability to commanders.) The fleet is upgrading its Mk 54 
and Mk 48 torpedos so they’re better able to handle “smaller” 
submarines, Greenert said. 

And it’s going to do real-life training more often, a break 
from its years of reliance on more “virtual” training. Greenert 
said the Navy will buy more high-speed maneuvering surface 
targets, so sailors can practice against the swarm threat, as 
well as targets so cruisers and destroyers can practice 
defending themselves with their SM-2 missiles. “We were 
woefully low on sonobouys,” Greenert said, so the Navy is 
buying more of those to let P-3 and helicopter crews train to 
hunt submarines. 

The basic goal, he said, is that even as the Navy tries to 
get the ships and equipment it wants tomorrow, it also needs 
to be able to execute today. 

”You’ve gotta be able to shoot straight,” Greenert said. 
Return to Index 
 

3. CNO Eyes Maritime Strategy Tweaks 
(DEFENSE DAILY 18 APR 12) ... Emelie Rutherford 

NATIONAL HARBOR, Md. --The Navy is in the "very 
early stages" of modifying the tri-service maritime strategy, 
the service's chief acknowledged publicly Monday. 

The Navy, Marine Corps, and Coast Guard released the 
current maritime strategy, a "Cooperative Strategy for 21st 
Century Seapower," with much fanfare in October 2007. 

Chief of Naval Operations (CNO) Adm. Jonathan 
Greenert said Monday he has "talked extensively" with Navy 
Undersecretary Bob Work about making some modifications 
to the nearly five-year old guiding document. 

Greenert, addressing the Navy League's Sea Air Space 
conference, said when he transitioned to the CNO role last 
year he thought the strategy document could use a "refresh," 
though not a full-scale revision. Since then Congress has 
passed the Budget Control Act of 2011, which calls for at least 
$487 billion in cuts to planned defense spending over the next 
10 years, and the Pentagon crafted a new Defense Strategic 
Guidance. 

After those two new plans came into place, Greenert said, 
he decided "we should take longer" in looking to update the 
maritime strategy. 

The CNO praise the advice Work has given on modifying 
the strategy, calling the undersecretary "amazing" and "very 
analytically driven." 

"He said maybe there are chapters here that we need to 
get involved in, (and) look at when we talk about the maritime 
strategy, what do we believe makes up our fleet as we know it 
today, maybe we ought to talk about that," Greenert said. 

Greenert said officials may add addendums to the current 
strategy document that "would be classified that might address 

things like anti-access area-of-denial and things of that nature, 
to provide maybe a more holistic look at our Navy and its 
strategy." 

The Navy chief acknowledged he has to talk with Marine 
Commandant Gen. James Amos and Coast Guard 
Commandant Adm. Robert Papp about modifying the 
maritime strategy. 

"This is a sea-service strategy," Greenert said while sitting 
alongside Amos and Papp during a panel discussion at the 
annual naval conference. 

"I'm giving you kind of a snapshot of my thoughts. But I 
have to make this, lay it out, be coherent, and give direction 
and talk to my colleagues." 

The current maritime strategy was signed by three now-
retired officials: former Chief of Naval Operations Adm. Gary 
Roughead, Marine Commandant Gen. James Conway, and 
Coast Guard Commandant Adm. Thad Allen. 

It was the first-such document signed by the three service 
chiefs. 

That plan calls for maintaining a global positioned force 
that has credible combat power, can limit regional issues, deter 
conflict, and fight and win when called upon to do so and in 
cooperation with others. 

It describes the Navy, Marine Corps, and Coast Guard 
conducting sea-control operations and projecting power, as 
well as expanding more than previously into maritime 
security, disaster response, and humanitarian assistance 
(Defense Daily, Oct. 18, 2007). 

Return to Index 
 

4. CNO Cautious On Open Architecture: It Can't 'Run Wild' 
(DEFENSE DAILY 18 APR 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

NATIONAL HARBOR, Md. -- The introduction of open 
architecture systems accompanied by "refresh" upgrades 
cannot outpace the ability of the crew to keep up with the 
systems and the training required to operate them, Chief of 
Naval Operations Adm. Jonathan Greenert said yesterday. 

"We have had a tendency recently to not allow the crew to 
understand just what the heck (is) put on board," Greenert 

said. "And when they finally get a grip on it" along comes new 
updates to the system before the crew was even able "to 
understand the last one," he added. 

"Moderation in anything is good. You can't have open 
architecture run wild," Greenert told an audience at the Navy 
League's Sea Air Space Exposition just outside of 
Washington. Instead there needs to be a focus on "wholeness" 
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that accounts for capabilities, operations, support and training, 
he said. 

Greenert, a submariner before assuming leadership 
positions in the Navy, said the undersea community has 
historically done well in regulating what is installed on 
vessels. He said it is critical for the rest of the fleet to carefully 
consider the pace at which new and upgraded systems are 
brought on line. 

"It's incumbent upon us to work with the PEO, the 
program office, on what we've signed up to and how often 
we're going to do the refresh," he said. 

The Navy's acquisition community has increasingly 
emphasized the development of open architecture (OA) 
systems as a top priority. OA is seen as a way to allow for 
easier and more rapid technology insertion into existing 
systems, in part through use of commercially available 
technology, to reduce total ownerships costs and phase out 
legacy systems that become expensive to maintain and 
upgrade. 

One of Greenert's predecessors, the now retired Adm. 
Michael Mullen, sought to bring OA to the forefront of Navy 

acquisition during his 2005-2007 tenure, but the service has 
been nevertheless criticized for not moving more quickly. 

Greenert seems to be taking a more tempered approach to 
OA systems. In October, he said in a conference call with 
reporters that OA systems embracing commercial technology 
need to be certified to ensure they are sufficiently rigorous to 
operate in a military environment (Defense Daily, Oct. 20, 
2011). 

Meanwhile, the Navy is moving forward in a key aspect 
of its open architecture agenda. The service in February 
awarded Northrop Grumman a $36.6-million contract for the 
first phase of the Consolidated Afloat Networks and 
Enterprise Services (CANES) program. 

CANES is designed to eliminate multiple legacy 
information technology systems in ships and submarines and 
integrate their functions into a common platform. It will 
effectively merge five stand-alone legacy networks for 
command, control, computers, communications, and 
intelligence (C4I) systems into a common shipboard 
computing environment. 

Northrop Grumman was selected over Lockheed Martin. 
Return to Index 
 

5. SAS12: Navy Systems Commands Tighten The Reins 
(DOD BUZZ 17 APR 12) ... Michael Hoffman 

The Navy’s systems command leaders joined the chorus 
of Pentagon officials warning the defense industry that the 
defense spending gravy train has skidded to a halt. 

Vice Adm. Kevin McCoy, head of Naval Sea Systems 
Command, said the service will crack down on frivolous 
spending and cost overruns on Navy contracts. The $487 
billion cut in defense spending over the next ten years has left 
the Navy little choice. 

“If you think you’re going to do business the way you’ve 
done it for the past ten years, think again,” said Brig. Gen. 
Frank Kelley, head of Marine Corps Systems Command. 

Vice Adm. Patrick Brady, head of Space and Naval 
Warfare Systems Command, wants program managers to 
know that they will be held accountable for funding decisions. 
Systems commands must instill “accountability down to the 
individual” when deciding on contracts, Brady said. 

Service contracts will receive an especially tough look. 
McCoy said the service needs to add more competition to 
service contract and, in some areas, reduce the number of 
contractors. 

Plenty of industry officials contact McCoy and tell him 
what he needs. McCoy has a message for those industry 
leaders: Worry about delivering the assigned contracts and 
then we’ll talk. 

The Navy has received plenty of attention for cost 
overruns on a litany of contracts. Retired Vice Adm. Pete 
Daly, president and CEO of the U.S. Naval Institute, asked 
how the service could cut down on this costly mistakes at the 
Sea Air Space panel titled “The Systems Command 
Challenge: Meeting Requirements in an Era of Austerity.” 

NAVSEA inspected 40-plus field activities issuing 
contacts. McCoy said NAVSEA and the rest of the systems 
command have to do a better job instilling “central control” 
and “central standards.” It gets back to accountability, he said. 

If an acquisition officer wants to issue a one-bid contract 
in NAVSEA, he will have to justify it to McCoy. If anyone 
wants to hire a contractor in NAVSEA at an “exorbitant fee,” 
he or she will also have to step into either McCoy’s office or 
that of Bryan Person, the NAVSEA’s civilian executive 
director. 

Boyd said his directorate must do a better job at putting 
on the right software and systems to ships being built. The 
SPAWAR commander said it doesn’t make sense to “deliver a 
ship and then I’m going to pay somebody to rip off systems 
the fleet doesn’t want so I can pay a third guy to put on 
systems.” 

In this age of austerity, the Navy can’t afford anymore not 
to get it right the first time, panel members said. 

Return to Index 
 

6. U.S. Marks Second Victory Over British In War Of 1812 
(REUTERS 17 APR 12) ... Kathy Finn 

NEW ORLEANS - A parade of naval vessels and square-
rigged sailing ships made their way on Tuesday up the 
Mississippi River to New Orleans under threatening skies, 
kicking off a national bicentennial commemoration of U.S. 
victory in the War of 1812. 

Often called the second War of Independence, the conflict 
is best known because much of Washington, including the 

White House, was burned by the British before the United 
States prevailed. 

On Tuesday, Coast Guard helicopters hovered low above 
the river as the boom of a cannon and pops from a 21-gun 
salute by Navy seamen greeted three majestic tall ships. They 
included the U.S. Coast Guard Barque Eagle, and six modern 
military vessels entering the Port of New Orleans. 
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The vessels will be open for public tours through April 23 
as part of New Orleans Navy Week, before traveling to New 
York; Norfolk, Virginia; Baltimore; Boston; and New London, 
Connecticut. Events to commemorate the war are planned in 
Milwaukee, Chicago, Cleveland and Toledo, Ohio; Detroit, 
and Buffalo, New York. 

In the war American forces, with its small naval fleet, 
prevailed against the British and the vaunted Royal Navy. The 
victory was instrumental in establishing the United States as a 
formidable military force and solidified the country's claim to 
the Louisiana Purchase, effectively doubling the size of the 
nation. 

It might seem strange that the United States began its 
commemorations in New Orleans, the site of the war's final 
battle in 1815. 

"It's only fitting that we begin the bicentennial 
commemoration of the War of 1812 in New Orleans to honor 
the exceptional war fighters, history and traditions that 
emerged during this battle and laid the foundation for today's 
versatile naval force," said Rear Adm. Ann Claire Phillips. 

Though it came to a close near the Gulf Coast, the war in 
which the United States sought to end Great Britain's 
interference in U.S. trade relations and internal affairs began 
to the north, with Americans battling both British and Native 
American forces in the Great Lakes area of the Canadian 
border and along the Atlantic coast. 

American Sea Victories 
On a cloudy, windy day in August 1812, according to the 

Naval History & Heritage Command, the U.S. Frigate 
Constitution devastated the British Royal Navy's HMS 
Guerriere off Nova Scotia, in the first of several American 
victories at sea. 

The United States suffered its share of defeats along the 
way, with Americans suffering heavy losses at Fort Detroit. 
Much of Washington - including the White House - was 
burned. 

But Americans prevailed in major battles at Lake Erie and 
Lake Champlain, and a turning point was a victory in the 
Battle of Baltimore - when Francis Scott Key composed "The 
Star-Spangled Banner." The bloody battle in New Orleans in 
January 1815 - fought weeks after a peace treaty was signed 
but not ratified by the respective governments - solidified the 
young nation's stature. 

The war had been unpopular among many citizens, 
particularly in New England, and talk of secession surfaced at 
the Hartford Convention in December 1814. But as word 
spread that Major General Andrew Jackson's troops and 
militiamen had prevailed in a land battle along the Mississippi 
River, celebrations erupted along the Atlantic Seaboard, said 
Jason Wiese, assistant research director at the Historic New 
Orleans Collection. 

"The victory had a galvanizing effect on the whole 
country," Wiese said. "The aftermath of the War of 1812 is 
when you first begin to see a cohesive sense of national 
identity." 

The war's final battle also changed the nation's view of 
New Orleans, having seen the city as "exotic" and separate 
because of its European and African cultural roots, said 
Tulane University professor Lawrence Powell, author of the 
new book "The Accidental City: Improvising New Orleans." 

"After that battle, the city was viewed as recognizably 
American, even though it was different," he said. 

Broadcast Clip - The War Of 1812 Bicentennial 
Commemoration In New Orleans 

(YOUTUBE 16 APR 12) MC2 Joshua T. Rodriguez 
The War of 1812 Bicentennial Commemoration in New 

Orleans is part of a series of city visits by the Navy, Coast 
Guard, Marine Corps and Operation Sail beginning in April 
2012 and concluding in 2015. New Orleans is the first and the 
last city visit in the series. For more information please visit 
http://nolanavyweek.com/. 

View Clip (RT: 1:20) 
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7. #SAAM: USS Dwight D. Eisenhower Raises Sexual Assault Awareness 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 17 APR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Logan Meyer, USS Dwight D. Eisenhower Public 
Affairs 

USS DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER, At Sea -- USS 
Dwight D. Eisenhower (CVN 69) (Ike) is taking part in the 
Navy-wide training focusing on the sexual assault awareness 
month campaign directed by the Navy-wide theme of "Hurts 
One, Affects All." 

Leadership aboard Ike is educating Sailors utilizing a 
variety of different mediums including information via the 
Plan of the Day, video presentations, posters, brochures and 
training during divisional quarters. Ike leadership is also 
discussing sexual assault awareness to new Sailors during 
School of Ship. 

"Ike is actively involved in the DoD's theme," said Chief 
Aviation Electrician's Mate (AW/SW) Alisha Moyer, Ike's 
Command Sexual Assault Prevention representative. "We 
have several events planned to bring awareness, while meeting 
the DoD's guidelines of training weekly on sexual violence 
and awareness." 

Ike leadership has played an active role in ensuring all 
hands watch the training videos and engage Sailors in 
discussions or answer any questions. 

The program hopes to reach all Ike Sailors and reinforce 
the idea that sexual assault has no place in today's Navy. 

"One goal here on Ike is to ensure that every Sailor, male 
and female, understands sexual assault and is made aware of 
its consequences," said Command Master Chief (SW/AW) 
Gregg L. Snaza. "Ike leaders should be training their Sailors at 
least 30 minutes a week, all year long as a continued effort to 
bolster and maintain awareness." 

Education on sexual assault includes an emphasis on 
primary risk factors, including Sailors drinking in excess or 
not knowing the environment they are in or who they are with. 
The training helps Sailors become aware of the potential 
dangers and the ways to prevent or mitigate risk factors. 

"Sexual assault can happen to anybody," said Snaza. "I 
think it's important that each Sailor be made aware through 
ongoing training and discussion on the topic of sexual assault. 
It is a crime, it's preventable, and always regrettable." 

The training is part of Navy-wide effort to build 
awareness of sexual assault prevention and response. 
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"The Navy has dedicated maximum time to training 
personnel on how to respond to a victim of sexual assault," 
said Moyer. "Now that we have built a victim response team, 
it's time to educate our Sailors on how they can help prevent 
sexual assault." 

The ability for Sailors to maintain their awareness in an 
unfamiliar environment and gauge the behaviors of those 
around them is crucial in preserving the safety of that 
individual. 

Additional support and information regarding sexual 
assault prevention and awareness can be found via Ike's 
command SAPR representatives or online at 
www.sapr.navy.mil. 

Sexual Assault Prevention and Response is an important 
element of the readiness area of the 21st Century Sailor and 
Marine initiative which consolidates a set of objectives and 
policies, new and existing, to maximize Sailor and Marine 
personal readiness, build resiliency and hone the most combat-
effective force in the history of the Navy and Marine Corps. 
The Department of the Navy is working to aggressively to 
prevent sexual assaults, to support sexual assault victims, and 
to hold offenders accountable. 

Help raise awareness by joining the conversation on 
social media using #SAAM. 
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8. Culinary Specialists Serve Up Health To The 21st Century Sailor 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 17 APR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Alexandra Snyder, Defense Media Activity 
Pentagon Bureau, Navy 

NATIONAL HARBOR, Md -- Naval Supply Systems 
Command (NAVSUP) culinary specialists (CSs) from around 
the fleet showcased a wide variety of healthy and delectable 
dishes during several cooking demonstrations at the 2012 Sea-
Air-Space Exposition in National Harbor, Md. April 17. 

"We're trying to achieve healthy meals for the Sailor of 
the 21st century," said Cmdr. Danny King, Naval Supply 
System Command Navy Food Service director. "We want to 
feed our Sailors healthy, nutritious food that's of a great 
quality, and that's what is being demonstrated [with these 
demos]." 

"Today's CSs have greater culinary instruction than ever 
before," said Commander, Naval Supply Systems Command 
(NAVSUP) and Chief of Supply Corps Rear Adm. Mark F. 
Heinrich. "With even more advanced training on the way, 
Sailors, both afloat and ashore, can look forward to even 
healthier and better-tasting meals in the near future." 

Heinrich also emphasized "over-the-shoulder" training by 
senior CSs to junior CSs and the deployment more senior CSs 
to ships. "We're going to place a greater emphasis on over-the-
shoulder training to maintain and increase culinary specialist 
skills, to maintain proficiency," Heinrich said. "Khaki 
leadership is key." 

Chiefs oversaw and offered input to junior Sailors 
cooking meals such as peppercorn steak stir-fry and bacon-
wrapped chicken with greens. 

"It's a good time to be a CS in the Navy," said Senior 
Chief Culinary Specialist Nathan Jiggetts, senior instructor, 

Navy Food Management Team Norfolk. "We're now putting 
out healthier, cooked-from-scratch food to our Sailors, 
because healthy food means a healthy Navy. Not only that, but 
by creating homemade dishes, our CSs will be more equipped 
to be successful in their culinary careers when they leave the 
service." 

Some of the initiatives being spearheaded by NAVSUP to 
help further facilitate this type of further career training 
include: benchmarking CSs against industry standards for 
culinary certification, revitalizing a hotel internship program 
in fleet concentration areas to pair CSs with top hotel chefs, as 
well as working to establish partnerships with culinary schools 
in fleet concentration areas. The command is also developing 
new recipe cards that provide step-by-step scratch cooking 
preparation instructions with graphic images detailing the 
steps of recipe production to decrease errors in food 
preparation and provide a better foundation for improving 
culinary training. 

Other areas of emphasis include increasing the percentage 
of scratch food on carrier up to 40 percent and enabling 
greater fleet control and input with menu control. 

"Nothing impacts Sailors on a day-to-day basis more than 
the food CSs prepare for them," Heinrich said. "CSs need to 
learn to prepare meals, not assemble them. We're embarking 
right now on a plan to see that our CSs can produce meals that 
match right up with the top chefs." 
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CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
9. Navy Plans New Humanitarian Mission In Pacific 
(THE HILL 17 APR 12) ... Carlo Munoz 

A new Pentagon-led humanitarian mission set for May in 
the Pacific could link up with U.S. counterterrorism forces in 
the Philippines as part of an effort to expand American 
presence in the region. 

Navy planners on the new humanitarian mission were 
considering possibly coordinating their operations with the 
Medical Civil Action Program (MEDCAP) being run by 
American special operations units in the southern Philippines. 

"I think we are still looking into the possibility of doing 
that," mission commander Capt. James Morgan told reporters 
on Tuesday. 

Members of the Joint Special Operations Task Force-
Southern Philippines have been supporting Philippine-led 
counterterrorism operations against al Qaeda-linked terror 
group Abu Sayyaf since 2002. 

The task force is one of the longest-running U.S. 
counterterror missions in the Pacific. 
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The Navy's hospital ship Mercy will spend four months in 
the Pacific as part of the latest iteration of the Pacific 
Partnership mission. 

The ship will make port calls in Indonesia, the 
Philippines, Vietnam and Cambodia as part of Pacific 
Partnership 2012. 

Navy medical specialists plan to carry out humanitarian 
support operations alongside their military and civilian 
counterparts in each country, Morgan said. 

Those operations will include setting up medical 
treatment centers inland at each port call, and bringing locals 
aboard the Mercy for more complicated medical procedures, 
Morgan said during his briefing at the Pentagon. 

Mission leaders also will liaison with their counterparts in 
each country, to exchange lessons learned from previous U.S-
led humanitarian operations in Haiti and Japan. 

While mission planners may link up with members of the 
special operations task force in the Philippines, it will not play 
a role in a large-scale war game now under way between 
Washington and Manila in southern Philippines. 

Morgan said the Philippine leg of the Pacific Partnership 
mission would be "wholly separate" from the U.S.-Filipino 
wargame. 

"This is a mission that has been [planned] for a long 
time," he said. 

The four-month humanitarian operation is the latest in a 
string of recent efforts taken on by the department to shift 
American military focus from the Middle East to the Pacific. 

That shift was a key part in the White House's new 
national security strategy rolled out in February by President 
Obama. 

In April, the first tranche of a 200-man Marine Corps 
force arrived at the service's new base in Darwin, Australia. 

Deputy Marine Corps Commandant Gen. Joseph Dunford 
said during a March 29 speech that along with the Darwin 
base, the service was planning to increase its presence in the 
Philippines. 

Those additional deployments would be temporary and 
would not require any permanent Marine Corps installations in 
the country, Dunford said at the time. 

But local news reports out of Manila claim the Philippines 
is already building a new facility to house the incoming 
Marines. 

A new seaport being built by the Philippine government 
in the Spratly Islands could become the Pentagon's military 
outpost in the hotly contested South China Sea, according to 
those reports. 

The South China Sea has become a point of contention 
between China and its regional neighbors, with the Asian 
superpower using its increasing military muscle to exert 
control over the area. 

On April 12, Beijing sent three warships to a section of 
the South China Sea, off the northwest coast of the 
Philippines, to support a Chinese fishing ship being detained 
by the Philippine navy. 

Claiming territorial sovereignty over the costal waters 
where the Chinese fishing vessel was detained, Manila has 
deployed an additional warship to the area. 
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10. Vietnam, U.S. To Hold Five Day Naval Exchange 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 17 APR 12) 

HANOI — Vietnam and the U.S. will hold five days of 
"non-combatant" naval exchange activities next week in the 
port city of Danang, the U.S. Embassy said, amid rising 
tensions in the South China Sea. 

The exercises "underscore the closer ties between the U.S. 
and Vietnam," according a statement from the United States, 
which is increasingly seen as a counterweight to Beijing's 
growing naval assertiveness in the region. 

The U.S. 7th Fleet Flagship U.S.S Blue Ridge, the guided 
missile destroyer U.S.S Chafee and rescue and salvage ship 
U.S.NS Safeguard will be in Danang port from April 23, 
according to the U.S. Embassy statement released late 
Monday. 

It said the trip "will focus on non-combatant events and 
skills exchanges in areas such as navigation and maintenance." 

The exchange comes after a string of diplomatic 
skirmishes between China and Vietnam this year over islands 
in the South China Sea. 

Hanoi and Beijing have rival claims to the Spratly Islands 
and a long-standing dispute over the Paracel island group. 

China claims all of the South China Sea, which is 
believed to encompass huge oil and gas reserves and sees one-
third of global seaborne trade passing through the region. 

Several other Asian nations have competing claims over 
parts of the waters. 

For decades, the rival claims have been a source of 
regional tensions, but over the past year the Philippines and 

Vietnam have accused China of becoming increasingly 
aggressive in asserting its position. 

On Tuesday, the Philippines said it had lodged a new 
diplomatic protest, accusing Chinese vessels of harassing a 
Filipino-flagged archaeological research ship at Scarborough 
Shoal. 

The shoal is the same area where Chinese vessels last 
week blocked a Filipino warship from arresting the crews of 
eight Chinese fishing boats. 

On Monday the United States military began 12 days of 
major war games in the Philippines, involving more than 
6,000 Filipino and U.S. soldiers. 

Philippine President Benigno Aquino said that there was 
no reason for the manoeuvres to provoke China, but the 
country's military has confirmed some of the drills will be held 
just off the western coast of Palawan in waters facing the 
South China Sea. 

China, which has expressed irritation at the increased U.S. 
military focus on Asia, said Monday it was displeased with the 
war games. 

The disputed region is a key trading route for the U.S., 
which has opposed Beijing's attempts to settle conflicting 
claims bilaterally, repeatedly calling instead for the "peaceful 
resolution" of disputes. 

In recent years, U.S. ships have made regular port calls to 
Vietnam, most recently in July last year, despite objections 
from China. 
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11. U.S. Ambassador To Morocco And AFRICOM Visit Iwo Jima 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 17 APR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Jamica Johnson, Amphibious Squadron 8 Public 
Affairs 

USS IWO JIMA, At Sea -- The USS Iwo Jima 
Amphibious Ready Group (ARG) and embarked 24th Marine 
Expeditionary Unit (MEU) hosted the U.S. ambassador to 
Morocco, the commander, U.S. Africa Command, staff, and 
Moroccan guests, April 16. 

Ambassador Samuel L. Kaplan and Gen. Carter F. Ham, 
commander, U.S. Africa Command, also joined a few 
Moroccan military officers aboard the amphibious assault ship 
USS Iwo Jima (LHD 7), flagship of the Iwo Jima ARG, for 
lunch and a brief tour. 

Ham and his staff had one-on-one time with the junior 
Sailors and Marines during lunch, eating on the mess decks 
and learning about the individual service members and their 
day-to-day operations. 

"It felt so good to rub shoulders with the general," said 
Machinist's Mate Fireman Mike Mukasa, a Sailor aboard Iwo 
Jima. "He talked with us about ship life, communication with 
our families and our career goals. It was a great experience." 

During their time aboard, Kaplan and Ham were given a 
tour of the Iwo Jima and saw firsthand how the Sailors and 

Marines coexist and conduct maritime security operations in 
the U.S. 6th Fleet area of responsibility. 

"The reason for today's visit was to convey to our 
Moroccan friends how important this training event was for 
us," said Col. Frank Donovan, 24th MEU commanding 
officer, referring to Exercise African Lion. "We also want to 
thank them because we are better trained and prepared for the 
challenges ahead of us." 

The day trip was brought to a close with an all-hands call 
in the hangar bay, and a gift presentation in the Flag Mess, 
leaving the VIPs with a lasting impression of the Iwo Jima and 
its crew. 

"Coming here today was an opportunity of a lifetime," 
said Kaplan. "I must tell you, the teamwork I witnessed 
between U.S. military and our Moroccan allies, is something 
truly impressive. It was a great privilege to be here today." 

The Iwo Jima ARG, with the embarked 24th MEU, is 
deployed participating in CJCS Exercise African Lion, a 
bilateral exercise between U.S. and Moroccan forces, in the 
U.S.6th Fleet area of responsibility. 
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12. Destroyer Donald Cook Returns To Norfolk On Thursday 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 17 APR 12) ... Kate Wiltrout 

NORFOLK -- The guided missile destroyer Donald Cook 
is scheduled to return to Norfolk on Thursday after a seven 
month deployment. 

The Navy said Tuesday that the ship, which was deployed 
to the Persian Gulf and Arabian Sea, has sailed more than 
41,000 nautical miles since departing on Sept. 19. Its missions 
included working with partner navies and using an unmanned 

aerial vehicle, the ScanEagle, for counter-piracy and counter-
terrorism operations. 

The ship has 278 Sailors, led by Cmdr. James Kenny. 
Kenny relieved former skipper Cmdr. J. Lee Bennett during a 
ceremony last October while the ship was underway in the 
Red Sea. 
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13. Congressional Delegation Applauds Jet Crash Response 
(NEWPORT NEWS DAILY PRESS 17 APR 12) ... Austin Bogues 

The entire Virginia Congressional delegation sent a letter 
to Secretary of the Navy Ray Maybus praising the emergency 
response to the Virginia Beach jet crash on April 6. 

In the letter, dated April 17, 2012, the delegation praises 
the "superb teamwork and sensitivity to the needs of those 
impacted." 

Since the crash of an F/A-18D Hornet crash into the 
Mayfair Mews Apartments, international attention has focused 
on how no one was killed in the accident. The two pilots 
inside the aircraft were able to safely eject and landed nearby. 

"There is no question that the seamless coordination 
between state, local and military responders prevented 
additional casualties and property losses," the letter read. 

"We also want to salute the spontaneous efforts of local 
residents who quickly pulled the two naval aviators to safety 

and then assisted fire crews as they deployed firefighting 
equipment. ... This finely tuned coordination between civilian 
and military first responders and relief workers is truly 
commendable." 

The Navy is launching investigations into the cause of the 
crash, which has been blamed on a mechanical malfunction. 

A Manual of the Judge Advocate General, or JAGMAN 
investigation, will work to determine the cause and 
responsibility for the crash, investigate injuries and provide a 
description of all property damage. A Naval board will also 
investigate engineering and other aspects of the crash that will 
be not be made public, due to sensitive information. 

The Navy is also beginning the process of compensating 
residents of the apartment complex 

Return to Index 
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14. Navy Sailor Falls 40 Feet Into River During Training 
(FIRST COAST NEWS 17 APR 12) ... Jessika Lewis 

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. -- A Navy Sailor fell 40 feet from 
a helicopter during training exercises, according to Bill 
Austin, with Naval Station Mayport. 

The incident happened as a Mayport squadron practiced 
Tuesday evening in the river near NAS Jacksonville, Austin 
said. 

At some point during the exercise the search and rescue 
swimmer became detached from the hoist connecting him to 
the helicopter and fell into the water below. 

A boat, which Austin said he assumed was a Navy vessel, 
rescued the Sailor who was taken to Orange Park Medical 
Center for evaluation. There is typically a Navy boat in the 
area while these exercises are going on as a safety precaution, 
and Austin said the Sailor's injuries did not appear to be life-
threatening. 

The Navy is now investigating what caused the problem 
with the Sailor's hoist. 

Return to Index 
 
 

GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
15. N. Korea's Rocket Display Shows Lack Of Progress 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 17 APR 12) ... Eric Talmadge 

SEOUL, South Korea — Analysts sifting through 
information on North Korea's failed rocket launch say 
Pyongyang appears to have learned little about spaceflight 
since its last flubbed attempt three years ago, and that the 
country is a long way from being able to threaten the United 
States with a long-range missile. 

The experts also said an apparently new missile North 
Korea showed off at a military parade Sunday did not seem to 
present any major leaps forward. Some were more interested 
in the truck it was carried on. 

North Korea had touted the Unha-3 rocket that broke 
apart Friday as its most ambitious effort yet to join the 
exclusive club of space-faring nations. It said the rocket 
carried an Earth observation satellite, though many nations say 
the launch was a cover for testing long-range missile 
technology. 

Failure is a fact of life in rocket programs. The U.S., 
Soviet Union and China all had their share of setbacks, and 
Pyongyang's rival, economically and technologically advanced 
South Korea, has yet to succeed in launching its own rockets, 
though it has tried twice. 

Analysts said Friday's failure, which appeared to come in 
the rocket's first stage, suggests that North Korea is not 
learning much from its mistakes. Its Unha rocket shots in 
1998, 2006 and 2009 are all believed to have ended in failure. 

"An obvious conclusion is they have a major reliability 
problem," said Nick Hansen of the Center for International 
Security and Cooperation at Stanford University. "This is the 
second Unha first stage that malfunctioned early in flight, after 
the July 4, 2006, launch — and this is Unha-3. The Unha 
technology for at least the first stage appears frozen to the 
early 2000s." 

Hansen said the biggest difference between the rocket 
launched in 2009 and the one that failed last week was "the 
paint that said 3 on the rocket body." 

The launch, intended to be an inspiration for its people 
and a warning to its enemies, was a huge embarrassment for 
North Korea's new leadership. 

Pyongyang made the unusual admission that the rocket 
failed — it still claims launches in 1998 and 2009 put satellites 
in orbit though independent space experts disagree. North 
Korea says its scientists are looking into the cause, but has yet 

to provide further details or reveal photos or video of the 
launch. 

Analysts are largely working off flight details announced 
by the U.S. military and by photos of the rocket and the launch 
facility taken by journalists beforehand. Efforts by South 
Korea's navy to recover debris from the launch have not 
panned out. 

The three-stage rocket was seen from the start by the 
United States, the U.N. and others as a cover for testing 
advanced ballistic missile technologies, since the two are 
similar and North Korea is suspected to be working on 
missiles of increasingly greater range and efficiency. 

That is of particular concern to Washington because 
North Korea is believed to have at least a crude nuclear 
weapons program, and if it can develop a reliable 
intercontinental ballistic missile and a nuclear bomb small 
enough to use as a payload, it could be a threat to U.S. 
security. 

Sunday's failure suggests that threat is a long way off. 
"The fact this failed so early calls into question how good 

its technology is," said David Wright, a missile expert with the 
Union of Concerned Scientists. "Rockets are very complicated 
and any one of dozens of things can go wrong and cause 
failure, so it isn't good enough just to get pieces to work. You 
need the whole system to work. North Korea clearly isn't there 
yet." 

Still, North Korea hasn't stood completely still. 
Hansen noted that the preparations to get the rocket 

assembled and fueled on the new launch facility — which 
South Korean officials say cost $450 million to build — went 
smoothly and were completed quickly, which may 
demonstrate increased expertise, at least on the ground. 

North Korea has announced it will continue to build 
rockets over the next five years, and Hansen said the gantry at 
the new site backs up that claim because it was built for a 
bigger rocket than the Unha-3. 

For months before the launch, military analysts had 
speculated that this newer, bigger rocket might be put on 
display at the military parade Sunday, which was the 
culmination of two weeks of celebrations for the 100th 
anniversary of the birthday of North Korean founder Kim Il 
Sung. 
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North Korea's new leader, Kim Jong Un, spoke publicly 
for the first time just before the parade, and stressed that he 
will continue to make the military his "first, second and third" 
priority. 

Although the parade concluded with what appeared to be 
a new missile, experts say that wasn't very impressive either. 

"It appears to be much too small to be an ICBM," said 
Wright, of the UCS. "And it looks like an odd configuration, 
so it's not clear what it says about North Korea's design 
capability. We may know more soon." 

Other experts said they were also at a loss over the new 
missile, which was painted in camouflage green and displayed 
at the very end of the parade, suggesting it was the weapon 
North Korea wanted to show off most. 

Of more interest, perhaps, was the vehicle that carried the 
missile. 

With 16 wheels, it was the biggest yet displayed by the 
North. That's important because such vehicles can transport 

missiles for launch in different sites, giving them an element 
of mobility that makes them harder to find and destroy. The 
bigger the vehicle, the larger the missile it can transport. 

Ted Parsons, of IHS Jane's Defence Weekly, said the one 
used Sunday strongly resembles vehicles designed by the 
China Aerospace Science and Industry Corp. A country that 
provided such technology would be violating U.N. sanctions, 
though it may be hard to prove how or from whom North 
Korea got them. 

Pyongyang could be withholding a missile development 
for later: Another major military parade is planned April 25. 
But Seung-joo Baek, of the Korea Institute for Defense 
Analyses in Seoul, said he expects no surprises. 

"We already know they have missiles," he said. "After its 
latest failure, North Korea is going to have to face whether it 
wants to continue developing rockets or seek better relations 
with its neighbors." 
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16. U.S. Military: Official's Statement 'Mischaracterized' By S. Korean Media 
(VOICE OF AMERICA 17 APR 12) ... Steve Herman 

SEOUL -- U.S. military officials say South Korean media 
took out of context a comment made Tuesday at a Seoul news 
conference by the new head of the U.S. Pacific Command, 
Navy Admiral Samuel Locklear III. 

“Numerous reports following the event have 
mischaracterized his comments regarding U.S. response to 
possible future provocation of a nuclear test by North Korea, 
speculating that the U.S. is considering specific responses,” 
according to a release issued by the U.S. military in South 
Korea. 

During a news conference with South Korean reporters 
from the Ministry of National Defense press corps, Locklear 
was asked whether the United States would again consider 
“surgical strikes” against North Korea if it is evident the 
country is preparing to conduct a third nuclear test. Such 
strikes reportedly were considered at the time of a nuclear test 
in 1994. 

The release quotes Locklear as saying, “I don't think it 
would be appropriate to comment on how we would pursue 
any further military operations, but I can tell you that, with 

the alliance, that we are continually looking at all 
options." 

Shortly after the briefing, South Korean media - including 
the widely viewed cable network YTN, the semi-official 
Yonhap news agency and newspaper web sites - quoted the 
four-star admiral differently. 

“If North Korea tries a third nuclear test, we'll consider all 
possible measures, including precision strikes on North 
Korea's nuclear test site,” was how MBN television reported 
what Locklear said. 

Other South Korean media also said the head of the U.S. 
Pacific Command had indicated surgical or precision strikes 
are an option. 

Senior analyst Daniel Pinkston of the International Crisis 
Group expresses concern such misquotes give North Korea a 
pretext for military strikes. The misquotes “play right into 
their narrative,” he said. 

There was no immediate reaction from North Korea, 
which typically takes two or more days to react to comments 
about the country by South Korean or U.S. officials. 

Pinkston, based in Seoul, predicts Pyongyang, through its 
official news agency, will certainly react and likely blast 
Locklear as a “warmonger” or use similar belligerent language 
typical of its frequent verbal attacks on the United States and 
South Korea. 

Locklear is making his first visit to South Korea since 
assuming command of USPACOM on March 9. His comment 
about North Korea comes four days after that country's 
defiance of U.N. resolutions with a failed space launch. 

USPACOM is one of six unified combatant commands of 
the United States armed forces and its area of responsibility 
encompasses about half of the Earth's surface. 

International news organizations had requested to attend 
the admiral's briefing at the Combined Forces Command at the 
Yongsan U.S. Army Garrison, but received no response from 
USPACOM explaining why they were excluded. 

The Seoul Foreign Correspondents' Club, which 
represents more than 100 international news organizations, 
had also requested that a representative pool of international 
reporters attend the news conference, coming as it did at a 
critical time on the Korean peninsula. 

The U.S. military-affiliated American Forces Network 
and Stars and Strips newspaper did have reporters present at 
the briefing, but made no reference to the controversial quote. 

Monday, the United Nations Security Council “strongly 
condemned” the launch and ordered tightened sanctions on the 
reclusive and impoverished country. 

The council said the launch of the rocket, which 
disintegrated over the Yellow Sea shortly after blast off, was a 
"serious violation" of U.N. resolutions 1718 and 1874. 

South Korea and the United States contend North Korea 
was attempting to test fire a Taepodong-2 ballistic missile. 

Locklear called North Korea's launch “a fairly 
catastrophic failure” that caused him to “question their 
competency in advanced missile technology,” according to 
Stars and Stripes. 
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It was the third failed launch by North Korea and 
particularly embarrassing because the reclusive country had 
allowed foreign reporters to tour the new Sohae launch site 
just days before the launch. 

North Korea's two previous attempted launches were soon 
followed by nuclear tests, which led to sanctions being 
imposed on Pyongyang. Japanese media quote diplomatic 
sources saying North Korea has rescinded an invitation for 
International Atomic Energy Agency inspectors to visit its 

nuclear facilities. The reports say the action was taken in 
retaliation for a U.S. decision to withhold food aid because of 
the attempted rocket launch. 

South Korean government sources last week distributed to 
international news organizations satellite imagery taken April 
1 indicating fresh tunnels being dug near the town of 
Punngye-ri, where North Korea carried out its two previous 
nuclear tests in 2006 and 2009. 
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17. Phl, U.S. May Discuss Shoal Dispute In Washington 
(PHILIPPINE STAR 18 APR 12) ... Alexis Romero 

MANILA, Philippines - The standoff in Scarborough 
Shoal is likely to be taken up in a meeting on April 30 in 
Washington between the Philippines’ top defense and foreign 
affairs officials and their counterparts in the United States. 

“I’m sure this will be one of the subject matters,” Defense 
Secretary Voltaire Gazmin said yesterday when asked if the 
issue would be discussed in the so-called 2+2 meeting with his 
U.S. counterpart Leon Panetta and Secretary of State Hillary 
Clinton. 

Foreign Affairs Secretary Albert del Rosario will also be 
at the meeting. 

“There are three issues actually. The regional issues, and 
then bilateral and defense issues, then economic cooperation,” 
he told reporters at Camp Aguinaldo. 

Officials are expected to take the meeting as an 
opportunity to submit a list of military hardware the country 
needs to establish a credible maritime defense. 

The Philippines is reportedly negotiating for a third hand-
me-down coast guard cutter, a squadron of F-16 jets, 
communications equipment, and weapons system for its newly 
acquired warships. 

Gazmin, meanwhile, said there is no need to seek 
assistance from the U.S. in monitoring the situation in 
Scarborough Shoal, called Panatag Shoal by the Philippines. 

“We don’t need to seek help on these things. This (area) is 
ours,” the defense chief said. 

“We don’t need assistance because it is very clear that the 
area is ours. Based on any law, we will prevail,” he added. 

Last November, Clinton said her country would remain 
“in the corner” of the Philippines, its “trusted ally.” 

The U.S. has also vowed to help the Philippines improve 
its maritime defense capability. 

Clinton and Gazmin have also signed the Manila 
Declaration, in which the U.S. reaffirmed its commitment to 
the two countries’ Mutual Defense Treaty. 

“We share a common interest in maintaining freedom of 
navigation, unimpeded lawful commerce and transit of people 
across the seas and subscribe to a rules-based approach in 
resolving competing claims in maritime areas through 
peaceful, collaborative, multilateral and diplomatic processes 
within the framework of international law,” the declaration 
read. 

Gazmin said the Scarborough Shoal standoff would have 
an impact on the freedom of navigation. 

“There will be an effect because fishermen in the area 
could not fish. In fact, they are being asked to leave even if 
that place is ours,” he said. 
 

Tension Still High 
Gazmin said tensions in the area remain high, citing 

reports of Chinese aircraft buzzing a Filipino fishing boat. 
“We cannot identify (what type of plane) but we are 

certain that a Chinese aircraft buzzed (over the Filipino fishing 
vessel),” Gazmin said. 

Buzzing is defined by the military as flying less than 500 
feet over a particular area or target. 

He said a Chinese fishing vessel was also spotted in the 
area. 

When asked if the harvest of the illegal Chinese vessel 
could be confiscated, Gazmin said: “There is an impasse. You 
know, any action that is more or less considered aggressive 
will escalate the tension.” 

“Right now, we are after a peaceful solution. We are not 
looking for a war,” he added. 

Despite these incidents, the defense chief is hopeful that 
the standoff would be settled peacefully. 

“I am very optimistic that we will reach a peaceful 
conclusion, I am sure China will not go to war because of this. 
We cannot afford a war at this time,” Gazmin said. 

“It is important to have trust and confidence. Both parties 
should be sincere in the accomplishment of a peaceful 
solution, otherwise the impasse would continue,” he added. 

In December last year, the Navy commissioned its newest 
and largest warship, BRP Gregorio del Pilar, a Hamilton-class 
U.S. coast guard cutter. It was the same ship which first 
responded to reports of Chinese incursion in Scarborough 
Shoal on April 8. 

Its crew boarded the Chinese fishing vessels found with 
illegal harvest of corals, giant clams and live sharks but were 
prevented from arresting the fishermen and seizing their catch 
by responding Chinese maritime vessels. 

The Gregorio del Pilar eventually left and was replaced 
by a smaller and lightly armed coast guard search and rescue 
ship. 

Legal Solution 
Del Rosario, meanwhile, invited China to join Manila in 

settling the issue before a United Nations-backed tribunal. 
“I think we should continue to talk in pursuit of a 

diplomatic solution. At the same time, both China and the 
Philippines should seriously consider a legal track in terms of 
proceeding to ITLOS,” Del Rosario said. ITLOS stands for 
International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea. 

“A diplomatic solution would likely be temporary 
whereas a legal one would be lasting,” Del Rosario added. 

Del Rosario left on Sunday for the U.S. to campaign for 
Philippine nominee, retired Supreme Court justice Florentino 
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Feliciano, to the International Court of Justice (ICJ). The 
elections will be held in New York on April 27. 

“In pursuing a peaceful settlement of the Scarborough 
Shoal issue, we fully intend to humbly invite our Chinese 
friends to join us in the International Tribunal on the Law of 
the Sea,” Del Rosario said. 

“The purpose of the exercise will be to ascertain which of 
us has sovereign rights over the waters surrounding 
Scarborough Shoal where Chinese ships are currently 
engaging in illegal activities within the Philippine Exclusive 
Economic Zone (EEZ),” he stressed. 

“The whole world knows that China has myriad more 
ships and aircraft than the Philippines. At day’s end, however, 
we hope to demonstrate that international law would be the 
great equalizer,” Del Rosario said. 

Foreign Affairs spokesman Raul Hernandez, for his part, 
said that while the Philippines has been urging the Association 
of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) to take the lead in 

resolving the West Philippine Sea issue, it has not asked the 
regional bloc’s intervention in the Scarborough standoff. 

“For this particular case, no. But we have been urging 
ASEAN to take the lead in resolving the West Philippine Sea 
issue and to help convene the claimant states so we can 
discuss this issue and find a solution through a rules-based 
regime, involving a multilateral approach in accordance with 
international law, specifically the UNCLOS,” Hernandez said. 

At Malacañang, deputy presidential spokesperson Abigail 
Valte voiced support for the DFA’s move to take the issue to 
ITLOS “as part of our country’s diplomatic solution.” 

“It is in the best interest of all concerned to settle the issue 
through diplomatic means,” Valte said in a statement. 

The ITLOS is an intergovernmental organization 
mandated by the United Nations Convention on the Law of the 
Sea (UNCLOS) and signed in 1982. The convention came into 
force on Nov. 16, 1994 with an established international legal 
framework for “all ocean space, its uses and resources.” 

Return to Index 
 

18. Philippines, China Trade Barbs Over New Incursions 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 17 APR 12) ... Jason Gutierrez 

Manila - The Philippines and China traded fresh 
accusations Tuesday of illegal incursions in a disputed area of 
the South China Sea, while refusing to compromise on their 
territorial claims. 

The Philippines said it had lodged a new diplomatic 
protest, accusing Chinese vessels of harassing a Filipino-
flagged archaeological research ship at Scarborough Shoal. 

The shoal is the same area where Chinese vessels last 
week blocked a Filipino warship from arresting the crews of 
eight Chinese fishing boats. 

Department of Foreign Affairs spokesman Raul 
Hernandez said the M/Y Saranggani was "harassed by Chinese 
ships and aircraft" at Scarborough, which is about 230 
kilometres (140 miles) from the Philippines' main island of 
Luzon. 

"We lodged the protest yesterday afternoon. The 
harassment of the vessel is part of the continued intrusion and 
illegal activities being done by China in our area," Hernandez 
told AFP. 

He said Saranggani was manned by scientists, including 
nine French nationals. 

The Philippines provided no other details about their 
research and when they specifically arrived in the area, but 
Hernandez said the boat was still there. 

"It is doing research, which is well within our rights," he 
said. 

In return, Zhang Hua, spokesman for the Chinese 
embassy in Manila, insisted China owned Scarborough, and 
accused the Saranggani of intrusion. 

"We urge the archaeological vessel leave the area 
immediately," Chang said in a statement. 

China claims all of the South China Sea as its own on 
historical grounds, even waters approaching the coasts of the 
Philippines and other Southeast Asian countries. 

The nearest Chinese land mass from Scarborough Shoal is 
Hainan province, 1,200 kilometres, (750 miles) to the 
northwest, according to Philippine naval maps given to the 
media. 

The rival claims have been a source of regional tensions 
for decades, and the Philippines as well as Vietnam have 
accused China over the past year of becoming increasingly 
aggressive in asserting its position. 

The latest flare-up occurred on April 8 when the 
Philippines found the eight Chinese fishing boats at 
Scarborough Shoal, and sent its warship to arrest the crew. 

China quickly deployed three civilian maritime vessels 
that took turns in blocking the warship. 

In a bid to calm the situation, the Philippines pulled back 
its warship and replaced it with a coast guard vessel late last 
week, and the fishing vessels sailed away over the weekend. 

Hernandez said a lone Philippine coast guard boat now 
remained in the area on Tuesday, facing off against two 
Chinese civilian ships. 

"As of now, we are still in a stalemate or a stand off," 
Hernandez said. "The mandate of the coast guard is to patrol 
our waters and protect marine resources, so it will be there for 
as long as necessary." 
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19. India's Role In Asia-Pacific Enormously Important: U.S. 
(INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE 17 APR 12) 

NEW DELHI: India and the U.S. on Tuesday held their 
fifth regional dialogue on Asia-Pacific to take stock of the 
present strategic, economic and security situation in the 
region, amidst rising tension in South China Sea over 
territorial disputes and a defiant North Korea's failed attempt 
at a rocket launch. 

Part of a string of efforts to infuse momentum to their 
bilateral ties, the U.S. side was led by its Assistant Secretary 
East Asian and Pacific Affairs Kurt Campbell and India by 
Ministry of External Affairs Joint Secretary Gautam 
Bambawale. 
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Soon after the talks, an U.S. embassy release here said: 
"Both sides discussed a wide range of global trends and 
regional issues of mutual concern and committed to continue 
the exchange regularly in the future." 

Campbell himself was gung-ho over the talks, telling 
reporters outside South Block here that the dialogue was 
significant in view of India's "enormously important" role 
among the nations of East Asia. 

He gave the example of last month's talks between Indian 
Prime Minister Manmohan Singh and South Korean President 
Lee Myung-Bak in Seoul during a bilateral visit. 

"Among the countries of the lower Mekong, there is an 
enormously important role that India plays," Campbell said. 

"They (Indians) have an interest in strategic 
interactions...you would have seen the recent meetings 
between the Indian prime minister and the president of 
Korea...it reflects dramatically improving relations between 
India and other countries in northeast Asia, Japan, South 
Korea and also China as a whole," he said. 

"India's role in Asia extends to every dimension of 
national power -- economic, strategic, people to people, 
cultural and military. So, we think that this development will 
be one of the most important elements of Asia in the 21st 
Century," he added. 

The dialogue on East Asia has acquired an added traction 
after the U.S. prioritized the Asia-Pacific region as a key 

thrust of its foreign policy and exhorted India "to act and think 
East." 

In the recent months, Myanmar has taken encouraging 
steps towards democratisation, with pro-democracy leader 
Aung San Suu Kyi contesting and winning a parliamentary by-
poll. 

China's assertiveness in the South China Sea in recent 
months has prompted India to declare the disputed sea as the 
"property of the world" and flag issues relating to freedom of 
navigation in that part of the globe. 

On North Korea, both the U.S. and India have voiced 
deep concern over the April 13 failed rocket test by 
Pyongyang and have their own opinions on how the Korean 
peninsula needs to be denuclearised. 

This East Asia dialogue is to be followed by talks 
between Indian Home Secretary R.K. Singh and U.S. Deputy 
Secretary for Homeland Security Jane Lute April 19-20. 

Later, there will be a India-Japan-U.S. trilateral dialogue 
in Tokyo April 23. The inaugural dialogue, which had upset 
Beijing, was held in December last year in Washington. 

Amid China's anxieties, the three countries have made it 
clear that their trilateral was not directed at any third country, 
but was only aimed at deepening areas of cooperation and 
dialogue on issues of concern among themselves. 
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20. Russia, Iran Use Navies To Bolster Syria 
(AVIATION WEEK 17 APR 12) ... David Eshel 

TEL AVIV - Backing for the Assad regime in strife-torn 
Syria hinges on a centuries-old Russian ambition. From the 
Crimean War to “the great game” of the 1800s, the lack of a 
deep, warm-water port has cramped Russia’s global desires. 

Syria, a Cold War ally of the Soviet Union, has provided 
a solution, by offering its eastern Mediterranean ports of 
Lafakia and Tartus for Russian naval visits and logistics 
supplies. A few years ago, this offer turned into virtual control 
by the Russian navy, which built full-scale naval facilities to 
create a strategic asset in the eastern Mediterranean. 

The importance of Tartus may not be as great as it was 
during Soviet times, but unfettered access to the high seas 
remains a goal of Russian strategy. Most of Russia’s main 
naval ports—Severomorsk and Murmansk on the Barents Sea, 
and Vladivostok on the Pacific—are ice-locked some of the 
year. The Black Sea base at Sevastopol is locked by the 
Bosphorous, controlled by NATO member Turkey, and 
Russia’s lease expires in 2017. 

That’s why Tartus, which has already started supporting 
Moscow’s growing Mediterranean fleet, is worth defending 
for the Kremlin. To bolster its strategic interest, and at the 
same time signal support to embattled Syrian dictator Bashar 
al-Assad, Russia launched its aircraft carrier group, led by the 
Admiral Kuznetsov, to anchor off Tartus. 

Iran, meanwhile, sent two warships, the frigate Alvand 
and the supply ship Kharg, through the Suez Canal, also 
docking publicly at Tartus. Unconfirmed news reports alleged 
that the Kharg carried weapons and ammunition, which were 
unloaded at Tartus. And a recent shipment of Russian 
defensive arms, air defense missiles and long-range radars 
delivered to the port underscored Russia’s commitment to its 

multibillion-dollar arms deal to Syria, while ignoring a 
European Union arms embargo against the Assad regime. 

Russia’s support for Syria dates back to the days of the 
Soviet Union. The continuing partnership can be attributed to 
several factors—historic ties, economic interests and 
geopolitics. Russia’s recent veto of a U.N. Security Council 
resolution on Syria goes far beyond mere protection for a 
close ally and arms buyer—it showed Moscow’s 
determination to counter all Western efforts to use the United 
Nations to topple Assad’s regime. Russia fears a civil war in 
Syria would fracture the nation into ethnic factions, leaving 
open the possibility that it could be ruled by Islamic elements 
hostile to Russia. Russian Middle Eastern experts compare 
Syria to Russia’s own province of Dagestan in the North 
Caucasus. 

There is an important economic element involved. Syria 
is one of the top five foreign buyers of Russian defense 
equipment, with 6% of all its arms imports in 2010 supplied 
by Moscow. Contracts for further deliveries are worth about 
$4 billion, and are critical for some Russian companies’ 
financial survival. Russians fear that regime change in Syria 
would lead to the annulment of these agreements, as new 
rulers may pursue opportunities to purchase weapons from 
other countries. 

The Syrian uprising has not stopped Russia from sending 
weapons to Syria, including a shipment of various munitions 
including the heavy 2S4 Tulpan (Tulip) mortar with its 240-
mm high-explosive shells, recently used by the Syrian army to 
demolish parts of the Baba Amr section of Homs, the 
epicenter of the uprising. 
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The big question also raised by some Western and Israeli 
defense analysts is how the U.S. Navy is going to react when 
the threat could spiral upward into a dangerous naval 
escalation in this highly strategic region. 

While the Arab Spring has so far had little direct 
connection to the rallies against newly reelected Russian 
President Vladimir Putin’s control, Russian leaders feel they 
are surrounded by a tide of anti-incumbent protests and see 
each government toppled as potentially feeding the same 
mood throughout the world. A related fear is that the 
overthrow of the Assad regime may feed a resurgence of anti-

government protests in Iran, bringing political instability even 
closer to Russia’s borders and sphere of influence. 

Furthermore, Russian leaders are concerned about the 
gains made by Islamist forces in the region, particularly in 
Egypt. The twin dangers of a popular overthrow of local 
autocrats and subsequent electoral victories by Islamic parties 
have raised fears about an Islamist takeover in one or more 
Central Asian states. Though such a scenario appears unlikely, 
it is a particularly sensitive issue for Russia because it could 
lead to a significant increase in migration inflows from the 
region, further destabilizing an already volatile domestic 
political situation. 
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21. War Planes 'Strike Suspected Somali Pirate Base' 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 17 APR 12) 

MOGADISHU — War planes fired several missiles at a 
suspected Somali pirate base in the north of the war-torn 
country, wounding two civilians, a coastguard official said 
Tuesday. 

"Unknown military jets fired several missiles near the 
village of Gumah, elders told us at least two civilians were 
injured," said Mohamed Abdirahman, a coastguard. 

Witnesses said the aircraft struck the northeastern coastal 
village lying some 220 kilometres (140 miles) east of Bossaso, 
the main port of Somalia's breakaway Puntland state. 

"Two aircraft attacked the village, which is between 
Hafun and Bargal towns. ... It came from the sea, and I think 
they were targeting pirates," said Muse Jama, an elder. 

Several other witnesses confirmed the bombardment, but 
could not give further details of the planes. 

"Officials in the area are investigating the incident," 
Abdirahman added, speaking from Bossaso. 

Kalashnikov-wielding pirates prowl far out across the 
Indian Ocean from their bases in northern Somalia, seizing 
foreign ships which they hold for several months demanding 
multi-million-dollar ransoms. 

Last month the European Union authorised its navies to 
strike Somali pirate equipment on land, with a mandate for 

warships or helicopters to fire at fuel barrels, boats, trucks or 
other equipment stowed away on beaches. 

However, it was not possible to establish which nation the 
aircraft belonged to, and the EU force have not yet said they 
have ever launched such an attack. 

The United States also operates unmanned drones flying 
over the Horn of Africa nation, and have reportedly struck 
suspected Al-Qaeda allied fighters in southern Somalia. 

Piracy has flourished off war-torn Somalia, outwitting 
international efforts -- including constant patrols by warships 
and tough sentencing of captured pirates. 

The EU's anti-piracy patrol has deployed between five 
and 10 warships off the Somali coast since 2008 to escort 
humanitarian aid shipments and thwart pirate raids on 
commercial vessels using vital shipping lanes. 

Several other nations, including Russia and China, also 
provide protection for their ships as they pass through the busy 
shipping route through the Gulf of Aden and the Indian Ocean. 

The pirates are believed to be holding dozens of ships and 
hundreds of sailors for ransom, and have also branched out 
into land-based kidnapping. 

In January, a daring U.S.-led commando raid rescued two 
aid workers -- an American woman and a Danish man -- held 
hostage in central Somalia. 
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22. 2011 World Military Spending Leveled Out: Report 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 17 APR 12) 

STOCKHOLM — Global military spending leveled last 
year at $1.74 trillion dollars due to the economic crisis, almost 
unchanged in real terms since 2010, the Stockholm 
International Peace Research Institute said April 17. 

“The small rise of just 0.3 percent in 2011 (compared to 
2010) marks the end of a run of continuous increases in 
military spending between 1998 and 2010, including an annual 
average increase of 4.5 percent between 2001 and 2009,” 
according to figures released by the independent think tank. 

“Six of the world’s top military spenders — Brazil, 
France, Germany, India, the United Kingdom and the United 
States — made cuts in their military budgets in 2011, in most 
cases as part of attempts to reduce budget deficits,” the report 
said. “Meanwhile other states, notably China and Russia, 
increased their military spending markedly.” 

“The after-effects of the global economic crisis, especially 
deficit-reduction measures in the U.S. and Europe, have 

finally brought the decade-long rise in military spending to a 
halt — at least for now,” said Sam Perlo-Freeman, head of the 
SIPRI Military Expenditure Project. 

Budgetary pressures in the U.S. and Europe led to 
austerity cuts. 

“Military expenditure by the U.S., the world’s top 
military spender, fell by 1.2 percent in real terms (or $8.7 
billion in 2010 prices). This is partly the result of the long 
delay by the U.S. Congress in agreeing a budget for fiscal year 
2011, as the Obama administration clashed with Republicans 
over how to reduce the U.S. budget deficit,” the report said. 

Western Europe’s three top spenders — France, Germany 
and Britain — “have begun to reduce spending as part of 
austerity measures imposed to reduce budget deficits.” 

It said “France’s military budget has fallen 4 percent since 
2008, and while reductions over the same period in Germany 



 20

(1.4 percent) and the UK (0.6 percent) have been more 
modest, both states plan further cuts in the coming years.” 

Far larger cuts have been made in Greece, Spain, Italy and 
Ireland “as a result of their sovereign debt crises, and most 
central European countries have also made severe cuts.” 

“Russia, in contrast, increased its military spending by 9.3 
percent in 2011, reaching a total of $71.9 billion, which now 
makes the country the third largest military spender 
worldwide, overtaking the UK and France,” the report said. 
“Further increases in military spending are planned, notably in 
equipment, research and development (R&D) and support for 
the arms and military services industry over the period 2011-
20, with plans to replace the majority of Russia’s mostly 

Soviet-era military equipment with modern weaponry by 
2020.” 

The Middle East is the only region where a clear 
increasing pattern was discernible for most countries, although 
the lack of data for key players such as Iran and the United 
Arab Emirates makes the regional total highly uncertain. 

Military expenditure in Asia and Oceania rose by 2.4 
percent, due mostly to a 6.7 percent ($8.2 billion) increase by 
China, said the report. India’s military budget fell by 3.9 
percent ($1.9 billion), in real terms, with high inflation 
canceling out a nominal increase. 

Established in 1966, SIPRI provides data, analysis and 
recommendations based on open sources to policymakers, 
researchers, media and the interested public. 

Return to Index 
 
 

PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
23. CSADD Rallies Will Navigate Sailors To Make Good Decisions 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 17 APR 12) ... Chief of Naval Personnel Public Affairs 

WASHINGTON -- The Navy will hold two rallies in May 
and June to promote sound decision-making and leadership 
development among junior Sailors, according to NAVADMIN 
124/12, released April 17. 

The Coalition of Sailors Against Destructive Decision 
(CSADD) rallies will take place at Naval Station Norfolk, Va., 
May 22-23 and at Naval Base Coronado, Calif., June 12-13. 

CSAAD is a peer mentoring program for active and 
reserve Sailors, Reserve Officer Training Corps (ROTC) 
candidates, and Junior Reserve Officer Training Corps 
(JROTC) cadets aimed at promoting good decision-making 
and leadership development at the most junior levels. 

The theme for the rallies is "Navigating Success" and 
participation is open to all CSADD regions, chapters and local 
area command leadership. The rallies are designed to provoke 
thought and inspire young leaders to discuss a variety of issues 
affecting the fleet, such as sexual assault awareness, bystander 
intervention, responsible alcohol use, off-duty safety and 
Sailor family readiness. 

CSADD encourages positive behavior by bringing 
together Sailors through both online social networking to 
foster peer interaction and in-person networking. 

"We need to communicate and interact with junior Sailors 
in the way that best speaks to them," said Chief of Naval 
Personnel Fleet Master Chief Scott Benning. "One of the best 
methods is by Sailors interacting with each other - tackling 

these important issues together to foster discussion, share 
experiences, provoke thought and create awareness. 

"The rally's message is simple," continued Benning. "This 
is about shipmates learning from and helping shipmates. Since 
CSADD's inception, we have seen improvements in all areas 
of personal readiness and safety - our goal with these rallies is 
to motivate Sailors to build on that success." 

CSADD Sailors are taking on leadership challenges both 
on and off-duty, reinforcing both the core principles of 
CSADD and the Navy's 21st Century Sailor and Marine 
initiative, according to Benning. 

The 21st Century Sailor and Marine initiative which 
consolidates a set of objectives and policies, new and existing, 
to maximize Sailor and Marine personal readiness, build 
resiliency and hone the most combat-effective force in the 
history of the Navy and Marine Corps. 

"Making good decisions - and Sailors encouraging their 
shipmates to make the right choice - is critical to Sailor and 
Fleet readiness," said Master Chief Hospital Corpsman Keith 
Wright, CSADD coordinator and organizer of the rallies. 
"These rallies will offer the opportunity for more peer-to-peer 
interaction on issues that directly affect the readiness of our 
Navy, and will empower our Sailors to develop themselves as 
tomorrow's leaders." 

Currently there are more than 250 CSADD chapters 
operating across the Navy. 
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24. All Services Will Set Up Sexual Assault SVUs 
(NAVY TIMES 17 APR 12) ... Cid Standifer 

In an effort to improve military sexual assault 
investigations and prosecutions, every service will set up its 
own “special victims unit,” or SVU, and send all rape and 
aggravated sexual assault cases to a special court-martial, 
Defense Secretary Leon Panetta and Chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff Martin Dempsey announced. 

At a Capitol Hill news conference late Monday afternoon, 
Panetta said the SVU in each service will develop expertise in 
recognizing behavior patterns of sexual predators, collecting 
evidence and interviewing sexual assault victims. 

The Army was the first service to develop a special 
investigation unit within its criminal investigation 
organization. All Army SVU investigators learn about 
“forensic experiential trauma” methods for interviewing 
victims, as well as tactics frequently used by serial rapists, 
who, according to some studies, account for the vast majority 
of rapes. 

This year, the Army won prosecutions in more than 70 
percent of completed court-martial cases. According to a 
Military Times analysis of cases listed in the Sexual Assault 
Prevention and Response report released last week, none of 
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the other services won sex-crime convictions for more than 40 
percent of the cases where commanders chose to pursue court-
martial charges. 

Panetta said that requiring all accusations of attempted or 
completed rape, sexual assault and forcible sodomy to be 
handled by a special court-martial convening authority at the 
colonel or Navy captain level will increase commanders’ 
accountability for taking sexual assault seriously. 

“At the local unit level, sometimes these matters are put 
aside and not followed up,” Panetta said. “We continue to 
emphasize that all commanders have to exercise good 
discipline and take control … but most importantly we are 
assured that at a higher command level we will have action 
taken with regard to the complaints that have been made.” 

The Pentagon rolled out several other initiatives to 
strengthen sexual assault prevention, including: 

 A requirement that new recruits be briefed on sexual 
assault policy in their first two weeks of service. 

 Records of disciplinary proceedings for sex crimes 
will be kept in a central repository. 

 Commanders will conduct annual organizational 
climate assessments. 

 More publicity will be given to the Pentagon’s 24-
hour “Safe Helpline.” 

 More training on sexual assault prevention for 
commanders. 

 National Guard and Reserve troops who report a 
sexual assault will be kept on active duty so they can 
get the help they need. 

However, Panetta stressed that prosecution and conviction 
of sex offenders is the centerpiece of the Defense 
Department’s strategy. 

“The most important thing we can do is prosecute the 
offenders, deal with those that have broken the law and 
committed this crime,” he said. “If we can do that, then we can 
begin to deal with this issue — not only prosecute those 
involved, but more importantly send a signal that this is not a 
problem that we are going to ignore in the United States 
military.” 

Panetta said he intends to elevate cases to special court-
martial convening authority through executive order within the 
next few days. The remaining changes will have to be made 
through legislation, most likely the 2013 defense authorization 
bill. 

“We’ve been hard at it for several years trying to make a 
difference, and we haven’t been able to,” Dempsey said, 
adding that the Joint Chiefs are closing ranks behind Panetta, 
in collaboration with lawmakers, “to actually make a 
difference” in addressing sexual assault in the military. 
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25. Navy Campaign Spotlights Sexual Assault In April 
(WHIDBEY (WA) NEWS-TIMES 17 APR 12) ... Kathy Reed 

The U.S. Navy is serious about preventing sexual assault 
within its ranks, and Whidbey Island Naval Air Station is 
serious about it as well. 

April is Sexual Assault Awareness Month and NASWI’s 
Sexual Assault Prevention and Response Program developed a 
campaign to increase awareness of the crimes of sexual assault 
and rape. 

“Silent No More” is a series of silhouettes of men and 
women that have been placed in strategic locations all over the 
base. 

Each silhouette represents a victim connected to the Navy 
in some way. All the teal-painted wooden cut-outs have a 
story attached. 

“They are friends, coworkers and acquaintances who have 
been victimized by someone other than their spouse. They are 
civilians assaulted by active duty service members,” reads a 
poster placed with each display. “Their stories are powerful 
and may be difficult to read.” 

Each display has information available on preventing and 
reporting sexual assault and resources available to victims. 

Statistics show most sexual assaults and rapes involve 
people who know one another and that alcohol consumption 
plays a role -— more than 90 percent of the cases reported 
involve alcohol. 

Return to Index 
 

26. DoD Wants To Expand Sabbaticals To Reservists 
(NAVY TIMES 17 APR 12) ... Rick Maze 

A military sabbatical program would be expanded to 
include National Guard and Reserve members on full-time 
active duty, under a Pentagon proposal submitted to Congress. 

While the program is authorized for all of the services, 
only the Navy has been using it and only the Navy is 
proposing to expand the program to reservists. 

The Career Intermission Pilot Program, or CIPP, grants a 
penalty-free break of one to three years in a military career for 
personal or professional reasons. During the break, service 
members receive a small monthly stipend — 1/15th of their 
monthly basic pay — and are covered by the military’s health 
care system. When members return to active service, they are 
restored to the same pay grade, retaining eligibility for 

promotion and assignments as if there had been no gap in 
service. 

But, there is a price for the career break: Members must 
serve two additional months on active duty for every month 
they were on sabbatical. 

In a package of proposals sent to Congress for 
consideration as part of the 2013 defense budget, DoD 
proposes adding so-called Active Guard and Reserve members 
to those eligible for the career breaks, which defense officials 
said would give “greater flexibility to test and evaluate 
alternative career retention options in specialties and skills in 
which monetary incentives alone have not produced required 
long-term retention results.” 
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The Defense Department also proposes two modest 
changes in the existing program. First, anyone who becomes 
critically ill or injured while on sabbatical when they are 
assigned to the nondrilling Individual Ready Reserve would 
be processed for disability as if they were on active duty. 
Second, people selected for the career break would be able to 
maintain a balance of 60 days of leave during their break. 

Current law requires either using accumulated leave or 
receiving a cash payment before entering the Individual Ready 
Reserve. 

The proposal does not change the Dec. 31, 2015, 
termination date for the program, and it would not change the 
rule that no more than 40 officers and 40 enlisted members 
may be given new sabbatical opportunities each year. 
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27. Pentagon Names Navy's Next 'Air Boss' 
Vice Adm. David Buss wears the Distinguished Flying Cross medal with V 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 17 APR 12) ... Jeanette Steele 

The Navy has named its next “air boss,” the officer in 
charge of all naval air resources. 

Vice Adm. David H. Buss was nominated by President 
Barack Obama for the dual job of commander of Naval Air 
Forces and commander of the U.S. Pacific Fleet's naval air 
forces, both based at North Island Naval Air Station. 

Buss is currently serving as deputy commander of U.S. 
Fleet Forces in Norfolk, Va. 

Buss, a 1978 graduate of the U.S. Naval Academy, is 
decorated with the Distinguished Flying Cross with V for 
valor in combat and the Bronze Star Medal, among other 
awards. 

He is a naval flight officer who flew in the A-6 Intruder. 
He commanded the aircraft carrier John C. Stennis from 2003 
to 2006 and the Enterprise carrier strike group from 2009 to 
2010. 

Buss would replace Vice Adm. Allen G. Myers, who has 
held the job since July 2010. 

Myers has been nominated to the Pentagon for the post of 
deputy chief of naval operations for integration of capabilities 
and resources in the Chief of Naval Operations office. 

The change of command is expected to happen this fall. 
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28. Members Of 4 Services Involved In Scandal 
Officials say 5 Green Berets, 2 Navy technicians, 2 Marines and an airman investigated for alleged 
misconduct in Colombia 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 17 APR 12) ... Julie Pace 

WASHINGTON — The Secret Service prostitution 
scandal escalated Tuesday with the disclosure that at least 20 
women had been in hotel rooms with U.S. agents and military 
personnel just before President Barack Obama arrived for a 
summit with Latin American leaders. The head of the Secret 
Service said he had referred the matter to an independent 
government investigator. 

Secret Service Director Mark Sullivan, shuttling between 
briefings for lawmakers on Capitol Hill, was peppered with 
questions about whether the women had access to sensitive 
information that could have jeopardized Obama’s security. 

Sullivan said the 11 Secret Service agents and 10 military 
personnel under investigation were telling different stories 
about who the women were. Sullivan has dispatched more 
investigators to Colombia to interview the women, said Rep. 
Peter King, R-N.Y., chairman of the House Homeland 
Security Committee. 

“Some are admitting (the women) were prostitutes, others 
are saying they’re not, they’re just women they met at the 
hotel bar,” King said in a telephone interview. Sullivan said 
none of the women, who had to surrender their IDs at the 
hotel, were minors. “But prostitutes or not, to be bringing a 
foreign national back into a secure zone is a problem.” 

King said it appeared the agency actually had “really 
lucked out.” If the women were working for a terrorist 
organization or other anti-American group, King said, they 
could have had access to information about the president’s 
whereabouts or security protocols while in the agents’ rooms. 

“This could have been disastrous,” King said. 

The burgeoning scandal has been a growing election-year 
embarrassment for Obama, who has said he would be angry if 
the allegations proved to be true. 

At the White House, Obama was asked at the end of a 
Rose Garden event whether he believed Sullivan should 
resign. The president ignored the shouted inquiries; his 
spokesman later Obama had confidence in the Secret Service 
chief. 

“Director Sullivan acted quickly in response to this 
incident and is overseeing an investigation as we speak into 
the matter,” White House press secretary Jay Carney said. 

On Thursday, eleven Secret Service agents were recalled 
to the U.S. from Colombia and placed on administrative leave 
after a night of partying that allegedly ended with at least 
some bringing prostitutes back to their hotel. On Monday, the 
agency announced that it also had revoked the agents’ security 
clearances. 

At least 10 U.S. military personnel staying at the same 
hotel were also being investigated for their role in the alleged 
misconduct. 

Two U.S. military officials said they include five Army 
Green Berets. Both officials spoke on condition of anonymity 
about an investigation that is still under way. 

One of the officials said the group also includes two Navy 
Explosive Ordinance Disposal technicians, two Marine dog 
handlers and an Air Force airman. The Special Forces Green 
Berets were working with Colombia’s counterterrorist teams, 
the official said. 

The agents and service members were in Colombia setting 
up security ahead of Obama’s three-day trip to the port city of 
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Cartagena for a summit attended by about 30 other world 
leaders. 

People briefed on the incident said the agents brought 
women back to Cartagena’s Hotel Caribe, where other 
members of the U.S. delegation and the White House corps 
also were staying. Anyone visiting the hotel overnight was 
required to leave identification at the front desk and leave the 
hotel by 7 a.m. When a woman failed to do so, by this 
account, it raised questions among hotel staff and police, who 
investigated. They found the woman with the agent in a hotel 
room and a dispute arose over whether the agent should have 
paid her. 

While the identities of those being investigated have not 
been revealed, Maryland Republican Senate candidate Daniel 
Bongino told The Associated Press Tuesday that his brother, 
an agent who was on duty in Colombia, is “cooperating” with 
the investigation. Bongino, a former agent himself, insisted 
that his brother was not a target of the investigation. 

The Secret Service has insisted that Obama’s security was 
not undermined by the incident, which happened before he 
arrived in Colombia. 

Sen. Susan Collins of Maine, the ranking Republican on 
the Homeland Security Committee said Tuesday that “20 or 21 
women foreign nationals” were brought to the hotel. Eleven of 
the Americans involved were Secret Service, she said and 
“allegedly Marines were involved with the rest.” 

In at least one of his briefings with lawmakers, Sullivan 
said he was calling on an inspector general to hold an 
independent review. Sen. Chuck Grassley, R-Iowa, welcomed 
that news, saying an independent review “should help the 
agency regain some respect from the American taxpayers and 
from people around the world.” 

The Secret Service did not immediately respond to a 
request for comment about Grassley’s account. 

Meanwhile, a person familiar with the agency’s 
operations said it was unlikely the agents involved would have 
had access to detailed presidential travel itineraries or security 
plans. Those materials are often given to agents only on the 
day they carry out their assignments and are kept in secure 
locations, not hotel rooms, the person said, speaking on the 
condition of anonymity. 

Danny Spriggs, a 28-year veteran of the service and a 
former deputy director, said there was no doubt that the agents 
had put themselves in a compromising situation in which 
security could have been affected. But he said the incident did 
not reflect a systemic problem. 

“I think we need to be careful not to paint that incident 
and paint the agency with a broad brush,” said Spriggs, now 
the vice president of global security for the AP. “The vast 
majority of the men and women of the Secret Service conduct 
their duties with the utmost professionalism.” 

Return to Index 
 

29. Squadron Commander Fired After Records Probe 
(NAVY TIMES 17 APR 12) ... Mark D. Faram 

The commander of the Navy squadron charged with 
transporting senior Navy and Marine Corps leaders has been 
fired after an investigation revealed the possible falsification 
of administrative records. 

Cmdr. Corrine Parker was fired Monday as head of Fleet 
Logistics Support Squadron 1, a job she has held since April 
2011, and was replaced temporarily by Cmdr. Robert Coogan, 
the squadron’s executive officer. 

Capt. Patrick Barrett, commander of Fleet Logistics 
Support Wing, relieved Parker after an investigation into 
accusations of falsification of administrative records led to a 
loss of confidence in Parker’s ability to command, said Lt. 
Matt Allen, a Navy spokesman at the Pentagon. 

“Cmdr. Parker has been reassigned to duties at Naval Air 
Facility Washington pending the completion of accountability 
actions stemming from the investigation,” Allen said. 

Allen said he had no more information as to the nature of 
the accusations or how the incident came to light. He would 
not comment on whether any safety issues arose from the 
incident. 

VR-1 is located at Joint Base Andrews, Md., and shares 
runways with the Air Force. The squadron flies corporate-style 
jets for senior Navy and Marine Corps leaders. 

Last month, an aircraft from the squadron with Navy 
Secretary Ray Mabus aboard was forced to return to Andrews 
when a window in the cockpit cracked while on a flight to 
Orlando, Fla. 

Return to Index 
 

30. Navy QB Proctor Resigns Prior To Graduation 
(ANNAPOLIS CAPITAL GAZETTE 17 APR 12) ... BILL WAGNER 

Kriss Proctor, Navy’s starting quarterback last season, 
will not graduate from the Naval Academy. Proctor has 
submitted his resignation from the academy, a school 
spokesman confirmed to The Capital. 

Proctor’s resignation has not been processed, but is likely 
to be approved. 

“Midshipman Proctor has submitted a resignation that is 
currently under review,” said Commander William Marks, 
Public Information Officer at the Naval Academy. 

An inside source at the academy with knowledge of the 
situation told The Capital that Proctor’s resignation comes on 
the heels of an alleged honor code violation. The source said 

Proctor knew that academy officials were going to hold him 
accountable for the alleged transgression. 

Marks could not comment on a possible honor violation 
due to privacy rules. 

Proctor played in 22 games during his career, making 14 
starts and rushing for 1,441 yards. The 6-foot-1, 200-pound 
product of Big Bear High (Cal.) started two games in place of 
injured starter Ricky Dobbs as a sophomore then appeared in 
eight games with one start as a junior. 

Proctor started all 11 games in which he played as a 
senior and led the team in rushing and scoring with 914 yards 
and 14 touchdowns. The left-handed thrower also completed 
52 of 103 passes for 787 yards and seven touchdowns in 



 24

earning honorable mention selection to the All-Independent 
Schools team. 

Navy head football coach Ken Niumatalolo was out of 
town and unavailable for comment. 
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FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
31. Navy Aims For More Accountability, Centralized Authority In Acquisition Commands 
(FEDERAL NEWS RADIO 18 APR 12) ... Jared Serbu 

Buying the systems sailors and marines need at a time of 
declining budgets is going to mean more cooperation, 
accountability and centralization, the leaders of several of the 
Navy Department's major systems commands said Tuesday. 

Navy and Marine Corps leaders who are responsible for 
building, buying and sustaining the services' major ships, 
airplanes, helicopters and IT systems said they're looking for 
ways to reduce duplication, promote efficiency, write better 
contract, and increase accountability for individual spending 
decisions. 

"We've just come from 10 years where we've asked for 
and gotten more, more, more. We've not had to say no, ever," 
said Brig. Gen. Frank Kelley, commander of Marine Corps 
Systems Command. "That profile has changed dramatically, 
and that causes a lot of churn in terms of what you can do, 
what you're supposed to do and how your workforce sees their 
mission." 

In the Navy's buying commands, the fiscal environment is 
going to mean tighter controls over who can authorize 
expenditures or changes to acquisition programs that wind up 
costing the service more money. 

"We basically no longer have the resources to let each 
command or each program office optimize their organization 
at the expense of the fleet or the larger Navy," said Rear Adm. 
Patrick Brady, who heads the Space and Naval Warfare 
systems Command, which handles the acquisition and 
sustainment of information systems. 

"We need to develop and implement a governance model 
that controls the number of decentralized decisions that are 
made at lower levels in our organizations that may be 
producing sub-optimal outcomes for the Navy. That's going to 
require close collaboration across the (systems commands), 
and it also requires that we have accountability down to 
individual people for our spending decisions." 

Kelley and Brady spoke Tuesday on a panel with 
acquisition leaders from across the military's sea services at 
the Navy League's annual Sea-Air-Space conference. 

Some of that centralized governance structure is already 
beginning to take shape in the Navy's systems commands. For 
example, the Navy's shipbuilding organization, Naval Sea 
Systems Command, has set up "red lines" that dictate when 
certain types of contracts have to be approved from the very 
top, said Vice Adm. Kevin McCoy, NAVSEA's commander, 
who will handle those approvals personally. 

"For example, if you want to issue a one-bid contract, 
you're going to come to me and explain why a one-bid 
contract out in the field is the right thing to do," he said. "If 
you want to hire somebody who charges exorbitant fees, 
you're going to come to me. We're out of money, and now it's 
time to think. We're taking a very hard look at everything we 
do in our business. We expect to pay a fair price, we expect 
industry to make a fair profit, but when we sign a contract, we 

expect to get exactly what we pay for. I think the American 
people want to hold us to that accountability." 

Brady said centralization is happening in the IT 
acquisition world as well, as the Navy starts to move forward 
with a single approval authority for information systems. He 
said the service is developing a formal method of governance 
designed to add discipline to spending decisions at a higher 
Navy level. 

"It's two parts. One is a contractual look. Is the vehicle 
we're using as we go out and buy these things the right 
vehicle? Do we have somebody who looks at all the vehicles 
that are available? And the second thing is a technical 
authority look," he said. "We're only a few months into this 
process, but we've already seen some good results, particularly 
in the area of directing people to use different contract 
vehicles." 

Officials expect the tighter money controls to impact 
industry in a couple of ways. For one, McCoy, the commander 
of NAVSEA, said service contracts will be a focus area as the 
Navy looks for ways to find savings in its systems commands. 

"These are things that don't necessarily provide hardware 
for us, and most of our money goes out on contracts," he said. 
"We're looking at whether we need these service contractors, 
because we've hired up our own organic staff under the growth 
of the acquisition workforce. But we're also looking at rates, 
we're looking at contract structure, contract incentives and 
competition. We're convinced that we can do more in terms of 
competition to bring our costs down. Why are we paying one 
price for naval architects in one part of the country and 
another price in another part of the country?" 

McCoy said the sea systems command intends to use its 
size — a $30 billion budget and 60,000 employees — to 
negotiate lower rates for service contracts across all of its 
activities. 

A realignment of the Navy's ship programs has already 
meant that virtually all of the Navy's vessels are now being 
built on fixed price contracts. The next step, McCoy said, 
would be a relentless insistence that programs meet their cost, 
schedule and performance targets. He said software and 
hardware need to work as advertised from day one. 

"Now it's really in the hands of industry and the program 
offices to execute cost, schedule and quality," he said. "Now 
that we've stabilized our shipbuilding programs, we expect 
that industry and government teams will deliver those 
programs on cost, on schedule and with requisite quality. 
There is no margin in this era of austerity to fix things that 
don't work after the fact. And from a force structure 
standpoint, we absolutely have to have each and every one of 
these ships." 

Navy leaders said greater reliance on their internal 
workforce, the pressure to find savings wherever possible in a 
new fiscal environment and added accountability may be 
stress factors for their employees. 
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But Vice Adm. David Architzel, who heads the Navy's 
Air Systems Command, said his wokrforce would welcome 
that challenge. 

"I see it every day," he said. "It's a culture we have that's 
very much about producing and about being part of a solution, 
not hunkering down, but reaching out to find solutions for the 
warfighter." 

And for the Marine Corps, there's an added challenge for 
the systems command's workforce, Kelley said. They're still 
responding to urgent present-day needs in Afghanistan, while 
planning acquisitions in an austere future at the same time. 

"This is a time when we've been commanded to transition. 
The people we have today in our syscoms and our PEOs are 
the people who are going to take us through this transition," he 
said. "But everybody is saying 'bring it on.' They want to be 
held accountable. They want to do this. It's stressful when you 
think you've got to support the fight we're in right now and 
also look to all those pressures and demands for things we see 
in the future for things like affordability, accountability and 
competition in an environment where over the last 10 years 
competition wasn't stressed as much. But these people are 
going to make it happen." 

Listen To Audio (RT: 8:02) 
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32. SAS12: If The Navy Had One More Dollar To Spend? 
(DOD BUZZ 17 APR 12) ... Michael Hoffman 

Navy leaders who control the service’s purse strings since 
the defense budget cuts laid out in the Budget Control Act: No 
new programs or platforms. 

Nothing summed up that feeling more than the last 
question asked at a panel held at the Navy’s League’s 2012 
Sea-Air-Space Exposition. A woman, who said she worked at 
China Lake, stood up and asked the heads of Naval Sea 
Systems Command, Naval Air Systems Command, Space and 
Navy Warfare Systems Command, Marine Corps Systems 
Command, Coast Guard Acquisition and Naval Supply 
Systems Command if they had extra money in their budgets to 
spend on one program or platform, what would it be? 

Not one vice admiral, rear admiral or brigadier general 
took the bait. Brig. Gen. Frank Kelley, head of Marine Corps 
Systems Command, came the closest saying he would support 
the efforts of Bill Taylor, Program Executive Officer Land 
Systems Marine Corps, in his pursuit of the Amphibious 
Combat Vehicle. 

“I’m sure the right answer is to support [the Joint Strike 
Fighter] and the Amphibious Combat Vehicle, but what I 
would do and I hope I will still have my job when I leave is 
make sure I have the right people to support Bill Taylor to do 
the job as the PEO of Land Systems, specifically the 
Amphibious Combat Vehicle,” Kelley said tongue in cheek. 

The rest touted different versions of sustainment 
programs to keep what’s old still sailing or flying. 

Vice Adm. Kevin McCoy, head of Naval Sea Systems 
Command, said he would invest any extra funding he received 
in the budget to make cost efficient infrastructure improve to 
the shipyards. There is not a near term return in the 
investments his team has recommended, thus he couldn’t 
squeeze it into this budget, but McCoy said they must be done. 

Vice Adm. David Architzel, head of Naval Air Systems 
Command, would sink any extra dollars he received into 
keeping his current fleet airborne. He would invest in 
additional logistics and engineering to keep the fleet healthy. 
No mention of new aircraft. 

Rear Adm. Patrick Brady, head of Space and Naval 
Warfare Systems Command, would spend his money to 
“accelerate the roll out” of Consolidated Afloat Networks and 
Enterprise Services. 

“It’s the biggest bang for the buck that I could make for 
the warfighter today,” Brady said. 

Coast Guard Rear Adm. Joseph Korn, assistant 
commandant for Acquisition, broke the rules of the question 
and didn’t pick one specific program. He would just sink any 
penny he could to accelerate or keep alive any of the program 
the Coast Guard has underway. 

Rear Adm. Mark Heinrich, head of Naval Supply Systems 
Command, chose training. He said knowledge of the Navy’s 
Enterprise Resource Planning program will drive 
improvement in Naval logisitics better than any new program 
or gadget. 
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33. Panetta Warns Congress Against Tinkering With Proposed Budget Cuts 
(DEFENSE DAILY 18 APR 12) ... Emelie Rutherford 

Defense Secretary Leon Panetta lamented on Monday the 
"great challenge" the Pentagon is facing trying to garner 
congressional approval of its proposed budget cuts. 

His comments came during a press briefing at the 
Pentagon, as the House Armed Services Committee (HASC) 
prepares to take Congress' first stab at the Pentagon's proposed 
fiscal year 2013 budget. The hawkish panel is expected to call 
for adding billions in spending. 

The Pentagon unveiled a $525 billion fiscal year 2013 
defense budget proposal in February that is intended to jibe 
with the Budget Control Act of 2011 and its mandate to cut 
$259 billion in planned defense spending over the next five 
years and $487 billion over a decade. 

Yet the House passed a budget resolution, which the 
HASC is using as a guideline, that calls for added funding. 
While different Pentagon budget figures are cited in 
Washington, House Republicans used Congressional Budget 
Office figures that show the resolution calling for $2.4 billion 
in defense funding above the limit in the Budget Control Act. 

Panetta warned Congress Monday that tinkering with the 
Pentagon's budget proposal "is a zero-sum game." Because of 
the spending limits in the Budget Control Act, he said, a 
change in one area of the budget would require offsetting 
changes elsewhere. 

He said if Congress blocks the major weapons program 
terminations the Pentagon proposed, "the result will be a need 
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to find as much as $9.6 billion in savings from other areas 
over five years." 

"And that could mean less money to buy high-priority 
ships or acquire the next-generation aircraft," he said. 

The Pentagon's FY '13 plan calling for delaying some F-
35 Joint Strike Fighter procurement, canceling Global Hawk 
Block 30 drones, delaying the new ballistic-missile submarine, 
retiring cargo aircraft, cutting Navy shipbuilding, and 
canceling plans to upgrade Humvees. 

Panetta noted that since President Barack Obama released 
his budget on Feb. 13, congressional panels have held dozens 
of hearings with Pentagon leaders, during which the 
Pentagon's new strategic guidance also has been scrutinized. 

"A lot of tough questions were asked, but I believe that 
both our strategy and our budget proposals have held up very 
well under this very intense scrutiny," the defense secretary 
said. 

He said as the nation faces challenges "in this dangerous 
and uncertain world," we "can't afford to have the Congress 
resort to bitter partisanship or parochialism at this critical 
time." 

Panetta also indirectly addressed the buzz surrounding the 
controversial statement from House Budget Committee 

Chairman Paul Ryan (R-Wis.)--which Ryan later said was ill-
phrased--that military generals were not being honest with 
Congress when they said they supported Obama's budget. 

"Military and civilian leaders here at the department all 
stand unified behind our strategy and our budget because, I 
think, we believe we've developed that strategy and the budget 
together as a team," Panetta said Monday. 

He reiterated his call for lawmakers to find a way to 
prevent so-called sequestration cuts to defense spending from 
starting next January. Those cuts would be on top of the 
already-planned-for $487 billion in reductions. 

He said he remains "optimistic that we can hopefully find 
a way to avoid this disaster" of sequestration cuts. Still, he 
said again he expects if no congressional solution is in the 
works by the summer the Pentagon likely will have to start 
planning for the sequestration cuts. 

"I would assume that (the White House's Office of 
Management and Budget) OMB at that point would have to 
indicate to not just the Department of Defense, but to other 
agencies that we would have to begin to do some preliminary 
planning," he said. "Even though I think all of us believe that 
ultimately, this will not happen, we still have to take that 
precaution." 
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34. Navy Digs In Heels On Cruiser Retirements 
(DEFENSE DAILY 18 APR 12) ... Emelie Rutherford 

NATIONAL HARBOR, MD.--Navy Secretary Ray 
Mabus defended the service's plan to retire seven Aegis 
cruisers early, saying the move lawmakers are expected to 
critique this week was financially unavoidable. 

"We didn't particularly want to do that," Mabus told 
reporters Monday after a lunchtime speech at the Navy 
League's Sea Air Space conference. 

"The reason that we did it was to meet the Budget Control 
Act rules. That's the only reason." 

The Navy calculates by retiring the seven Ticonderoga -
class CG-47 Aegis cruisers earlier than planned it can avoid 
paying $4.1 billion to "modernize them in the way that we 
need to modernize them and to repair them in the way that we 
need to repair them," Mabus said. Six of the ships lack desired 
anti-ballistic-missile capabilities, and the seventh needs costly 
hull fixes. 

House Armed Services Committee (HASC) Chairman 
Howard "Buck" McKeon (R-Calif.) blasted the cruiser-
retirement plan during on March 14, saying it does not jibe 
with the Pentagon's enhanced focus on the Asia Pacific region. 

"We will try to hold back cuts to the Navy's cruiser force, 
finding the money for our cruisers to undergo proper 
upgrades, instead of mothballing vital ships needed to sustain 
the shift to Asia before those ships reach the end of their 
lifespan," McKeon said during a March 14 speech at the 
Ronald Reagan Presidential Library in Simi Valley, Calif. 

Other HASC members have questioned the cruiser 
retirements. 

This week lawmakers are likely to further quibble with 
the issue. The HASC Oversight and Investigations 
subcommittee is planning a hearing Wednesday on the Navy's 
30-year shipbuilding plan, and a Senate Armed Services 
Seapower subpanel has a session scheduled for Thursday on 
shipbuilding programs. 

The Budget Control Act of 2011 calls for cutting planned 
Pentagon spending by $487 billion over the next 10 years. 

Mabus said "in the universe of choices that we didn't want 
to make," the cruiser retirements were the best plan for 
ensuring the Navy gets the "most capable ships" it needs in the 
current fiscal environment. 

The Navy sent Congress a new 30-year shipbuilding plan 
on March 28 that calls for a fleet of roughly 300 ships, less 
than the often-stated goal of 313 vessels that service had 
aimed for in recent years (Defense Daily, March 29). 

The precise number of ships the Navy will use as its new 
goal will be included in a new force-structure review Chief of 
Naval Operations Adm. Jonathan Greenert is finalizing. Asked 
if that plan could set a target of more than 300 ships, Mabus 
said Monday he wouldn't "speculate on the number that's 
going to come out" of the force-structure assessment that is 
still "in-process." 
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35. USS Ford 75 Percent Done, But Navy Warns Of Future Cost Overruns 
(NATIONAL DEFENSE 17 APR 12) ... Dan Parsons 

NATIONAL HARBOR, Md. — The Navy’s newest 
aircraft carrier, fighting cost overruns and other speed bumps 
associated with it being the first in its class, reached a major 

milestone, said Matt Mulherin, Newport News Shipbuilding 
president. 
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CVN-78, as it is designated, is now 75 percent completed 
and on track for a 2015 delivery, Mulherin told defense 
reporters April 17 at the Navy League’s annual symposium. 

“The ship is almost at its total length,” he said. “We still 
have the bow section to go. The first piece of the flight deck is 
in place and the view from the Ford’s deck is quite a sight.” 

Most of the ship’s hangar bay in complete, but outside 
walls and other components must still be fitted before 
construction of the remainder of the deck can commence. The 
next phase, which will include installation of the island later 
this year, “goes pretty quickly,” Mulherin said. 

But the ship, the first in a series of 10 planned Ford-class 
carriers, has experienced growing pains. Though the ship was 
designed to cut $5 billion from the total ownership cost over 
its 50-year service life, some systems have caused cost 
overruns and delays. 

“Any time you have a ship that’s the first in its class, 
you’re going to learn these minor engineering things and we’ll 
fix those,” Mulherin said. 

Going forward, the Navy might not be willing or able to 
accept as much risk in shipbuilding contracts as it has with the 
Ford, however, said Vice Adm. Kevin McCoy, commander of 
Navy Sea Systems Command. 

Industry will have to step up its game in staying on 
contract and keeping costs down, he said at the symposium. 
The Navy will not be able to afford projects that careen out of 
bounds like the Ford, which is about $800 million over 
budget, said McCoy. 

“We are entering an era where when we issue a contract, 
we expect industry to live up to that contract,” McCoy said 
during a panel discussion on shoehorning future requirements 
into tight budgets. “We expect to pay a fair price. We expect 
industry to make a fair profit. But when we sign a contract, we 
expect to get what we pay for.” 

For his part, Mulherin asserted that lessons learned from 
building the Ford are already being applied to CVN-79, the 
USS John F. Kennedy. The shipyard is under contract for 
preliminary design for that ship and is buying long lead-time 
materials for its construction. 

“On day one, I’ll have the entire design done,” he 
said.“I’ll know exactly what I need to buy on day one. Then 
you can go back to suppliers and leverage buys to bring cost 
down.” 

Huntington Ingalls, which owns Newport News 
Shipbuilding and also builds destroyers, nuclear submarines 
and cutters for the Navy and Coast Guard, anticipates growth 
in the shipbuilding business, said Irwin Edenzon, president of 
Ingalls Shipbuilding. 

Ingalls employs a total of 15,500 workers, 13,000 of 
whom are located at its various Gulf Coast facilities where it 
builds DDG-51 Aegis guided missile destroyers and big-deck 
amphibious ships. Newport News Shipbuilding is the largest 
industrial employer in Virginia, with 20,000 workers at its 
yard. 

Huntington Ingalls is planning to hire 20,000 employees 
over the next four years. Much of those hires will cover 
attrition of several hundred master shipbuilders who are 
expected to retire in coming years, he said. But Newport News 
Shipbuilding alone will hire a net increase of about 2,500 
employees to compensate for an uptick in business. 

The shipyard, which also performs mid-life refueling of 
carriers, is preparing to add yet another business sector to its 
portfolio when the USS Enterprise is deactivated beginning 
next year. The company anticipates an $800 million contract 
to deactivate the 50-year-old ship’s nuclear reactors, remove 
valuable components and prepare it to be towed to its place of 
retirement. 
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36. Navy Focusing On CVN-78 Supply Chain 
(DEFENSE DAILY 18 APR 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

NATIONAL HARBOR, Md. -- The Navy is evaluating 
the supply chain supporting construction of the USS Gerald R. 
Ford (CVN-78) in an effort to rein in ballooning costs on the 
first ship in the next class of aircraft carriers, Vice Adm. 
Kevin McCoy, the commander of Naval Sea Systems 
Command (NAVSEA), said yesterday. 

"The biggest area right now in terms of where we are 
seeing cost overruns is in government furnished material and 
contractor furnished material," McCoy told an audience at the 
Navy League's Sea Air Space Exposition just outside 
Washington. 

The Navy and contractor Huntington Ingalls Industries 
have both brought in experts in supply chain management to 
expedite the process and reduce costs, McCoy said. He said 
the Navy is also looking at contract actions to keep costs under 
control, as well as build sequences and design specifications 
that could be applied to improve the process for the second 
carrier in the CVN-78 class, the John F. Kennedy (CVN-79). 

The Ford is on pace to exceed $12 billion in costs, or at 
least $1 billion more than had been projected. In addition to 

cost growth in the supply chain, the Navy has attributed the 
overruns to a decision made under the Bush administration to 
try to cram in as many new technologies as possible into the 
ship, rather than spreading them out over the production of 
new ships. Navy Secretary Ray Mabus said earlier this year 
that strategy was a mistake. 

Sean Stackley, the Navy's assistant secretary for research, 
development and acquisition, told the House Armed Services 
Committee's seapower subpanel March 29 that the Navy will 
focus on stabilizing the cost of the Ford at HII's Newport 
News Shipbuilding facility in Virginia before exploring the 
possibility of a partial block buy on the subsequent two ships. 

"Our first focus right now is to stabilize the first ship, get 
cost under control," Stackley said. The Navy plans to procure 
the CVN-79 John F. Kennedy in fiscal 2013. 

Stackley said the Navy is evaluating the lessons learned 
during the construction of CVN-78 to come up with an 
"optimal" build plan for the CVN-79 and will "take a hard 
look" at what opportunities there are across CVN-79 and 
CVN-80 to save money. 
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37. NASSCO Begins Construction Of USNS John Glenn 
(DEFENSE DAILY 18 APR 12) 

General Dynamics NASSCO yesterday began 
construction of the future USNS John Glenn, the second ship 
of the Navy's Mobile Landing Platform (MLP) program. 

The 765-foot long ship is scheduled to be delivered in the 
first quarter of 2014. When in service, the ship will be used as 
an offshore staging area for Navy and Marines. 

NA SSCO has construction contracts to build a total of 
three Mobile Landing Platform ships. The first ship of the 
class, the future USNS Montford Point, is currently 48 percent 
complete at the San Diego shipyard. 

Once delivered to the fleet, MLP ships will join the 
Maritime Prepositioning Force squadrons that are strategically 
located around the world to enable rapid response in a crisis. 
These ships are expected to provide a "pier at sea" that will 
become the core of the Navy/Marine Corps sea basing 
concept. This capability will allow prepositioning ships to 
offload equipment and supplies to the MLP for transshipment 
to shore by other vessels. 
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38. Fire Scouts Authorized To Fly Despite Mishaps 
(DEFENSE DAILY 18 APR 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

NATIONAL HARBOR, Md. -- The Navy's operational 
commanders are authorized to fly the Fire Scout (MQ-8B) 
unmanned helicopter despite two recent incidents that are still 
under investigation, Naval Air Systems Command's 
(NAVAIR) program manager for multi-mission tactical 
unmanned systems said yesterday. 

Capt. Patrick Smith told reporters on the sidelines of the 
Navy League's Sea Air Space Exposition that commanders in 
Afghanistan and at sea can still launch Northrop Grumman's 
Fire Scout to meet operational requirements but have been 
urged to avoid using the system on routine missions. 

"If there is a need to protect property, life, anything like 
that the operational commander deems necessary, they can 
fly," Smith said. 

"Routine missions are always recommended to wait until 
we've had a chance to go through the engineering 
investigations." 

An MQ-8B was lost in Afghanistan on April 6 and the 
cause of that is undetermined, Smith said. That took place 
days after a Fire Scout was unable to return to a frigate, the 

USS Simpson (FFG-56) off the west African coast on March 
30, forcing the Navy to let it to crash in the water before later 
fishing it out. An inability of the Fire Scout to communicate 
with the ship via the UAV Common Automatic Recovery 
System (UCARS) was likely the source of the problem, Smith 
said. 

"That air vehicle was healthy," he said. "It was coming 
back aboard after conducting a maritime ISR (intelligence, 
surveillance and reconnaissance) mission and we were not 
able to recover it," he said. It was not determined whether the 
link to the ship was based on the helicopter or the frigate, he 
said. 

Smith said the Navy believes there was "no commonality" 
between the incidents in Afghanistan and aboard the USS 
Simpson, which was participating in maritime law 
enforcement operations to counter smuggling, piracy and 
terrorism. 

Fire Scouts in Afghanistan have since continued flying to 
check their functionality, Smith said. 
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39. SAS12: Fire Scout’s Next Evolution 
(DOD BUZZ 17 APR 12) ... Philip Ewing 

Northrop Grumman and the Navy have high hopes for the 
MQ-8 Fire Scout unmanned helicopter, but first they have to 
get cleared to fly again. 

The Navy’s existing fleet of Fire Scouts was prohibited 
from flying — though not, its program manager said Tuesday, 
technically “grounded” — after two crashes in action a few 
weeks ago. The Fire Scout that crashed on March 30 near the 
frigate USS Simpson didn’t even technically crash, insisted 
Navy Capt. Patrick Smith; its crew couldn’t coax it in to land, 
and after 17 tries, Sailors ordered the robo-helo to ditch in the 
ocean and then fished it out themselves. 

“It was a conscious decision to terminate flight,” Smith 
said. 

Smith said officials are confident that problem was caused 
by the gear that helps the Fire Scout as it comes into land, and 
not connected to another crash April 6, in Afghanistan. That 
one remains unsolved, he said, and until the investigation 
yields more information, the Navy won’t know exactly what 
happened. In the meantime, the rest of the service’s Fire 
Scouts are not flying unless commanders see a pressing 
operational need to do so. 

That means the Simpson, which sailed with two Fire 
Scouts and no human-flown MH-60 Seahawks, has no air 
asset for the time being. The troops in Afghanistan who’ve 
been using the video captured by the Fire Scouts can’t. And 
depending on how long the … ground-stop, shall we say? … 
lasts, it could also inconvenience another frigate, the USS 
Klakring, which is gearing up to deploy this summer with four 
Fire Scouts and no Seahawks. 

In true Navy fashion, however, Smith and industry 
officials remain bullish about the future of the program. 
Today’s version of the helo, the MQ-8B, is a centerpiece of 
the littoral combat ships’ projected mission capabilities, and 
planners are agog over the possibilities. (Imagine a “hunter-
killer” group of Fire Scouts equipped with sonar and torpedoes 
that could work together hunting submarines at a safe distance 
from a Navy warship — et cetera.) 

And Northrop is working on a new version of the Fire 
Scout, though it won’t look anything like today’s: In the MQ-
8C, Northrop will transplant the brains of today’s robo-helo 
into a new body, the Bell 407, and remove the human 
trappings in its cockpit. The company needs a bigger airframe 
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to answer the latest requirements from U.S. Africa and Central 
Commands: for an unmanned bird that can fly 150 nautical 
miles from its parent ship and loiter about eight hours, Smith 
said. Northrop expects to build 28 of them. 

That doesn’t mean the Navy and Northrop have forgotten 
about the B-model, however. Smith said engineers are 
working on equipping today’s Fire Scouts with small missiles 
— BAE Systems’ Advanced Precision-Kill Weapons System 
— as well as a new radar for “wide-area search capability.” 
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40. SAS12: Marines Plans Rigorous Cargo UAS Tests 
(DOD BUZZ 17 APR 12) ... Michael Hoffman 

The K-MAX cargo unmanned helicopter has impressed 
Marine Corps aviation leaders since the aircraft deployed to 
Afghanistan on Dec. 17, but the Marine Corps is not quite 
ready to give it the green light. 

One would expect that Afghanistan would be the ultimate 
test for a cargo helicopter considering the heat, altitude and 
dust. However, Col. Doug Hardison, a Marine aviation 
official, said the Corps plans to put it through more testing 
after it completes its deployment to Afghanistan. 

While a combat environment might be seen as the 
ultimate test, flying “real missions” means the Corps will not 
test the aircraft’s envelope too rigorously, Hardison said. For 
example, the K-MAX is restricted to certain flight ceilings to 
avoid other aircraft flying in theater. When it returns, the 
Marine Corps plans to test it at different altitudes, Hardison 
said. 

The Army will keep a close eye on those tests as the 
service has chosen to continue to observe the Marine’s K-
MAX testing rather than pursue it individually. 

Lockheed Martin sent two K-MAX helicopters to 
southern Afghanistan that have already flown more than 250 
missions. The unmanned helicopters flew over 14,000 pounds 
of cargo in just one day. 

Lockheed Martin controllers fly almost all of the 
missions, but Marines have learned how they operate by 
watching, Matthews said. The development of the K-MAX 
continues, but a formal training program has not yet been 
developed for Marines to start flying them without the help of 
contractors. 

The Army has not contacted Lockheed Martin to set up an 
agreement to lease the K-MAX to deliver cargo in 
Afghanistan for Army units, said Jeanine Matthews, Lockheed 
Martin’s business development director for Integrated Defense 
Technologies. Last year, engineers at the Army’s Maneuver 
Battle Lab held a series of user assessments on the K-MAX at 
Fort Benning, Ga., in the Annual Expeditionary Warrior 
Experiment. 
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41. Navy, Corps IT Staffs To Take $2B Budget Hit 
(FEDERAL TIMES 17 APR 12) ... Nicole Blake Johnson 

The Navy and Marine Corps will shrink their information 
technology staffs to meet a $2 billion budget cut over the next 
five years. 

“You don’t take $2 billion out of a system without taking 
some labor out,” Department of the Navy chief information 
officer Terry Halvorsen said in an interview. 

Halvorsen, who oversees IT spending for the Navy and 
Marine Corps, doesn’t expect drastic workforce cuts but said 
positions will be eliminated as the services shutter data 
centers. The military services will also look to reposition some 
employees to do different tasks, such as cybersecurity and 
network management. 

Halvorsen expects the number and diversity of 
cybersecurity workers to grow as the services allow a wider 
variety of mobile devices to operate on their networks. 

As IT positions become vacant, the Navy and Marine 
Corps will be more selective in filling them to make sure new 
employees have strong cybersecurity and mobile 
communications skills. 

“We’re trying to make sure that we have a smart 
workforce that understands current trends — and mobile,” 
Halvorsen said. 

The biggest challenge is attracting qualified workers who 
are willing to forfeit more lucrative private-sector 
opportunities for the Navy or Marine Corps. 

“We don’t pay enough,” he said. “We really have to get 
people who want to do things for other reasons than just 
salary.” 
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42. U.S. Navy Touts AMDR Technology Advancement 
(AVIAITON WEEK 17 APR 12) ... Michael Fabey 

FORT WASHINGTON Md. — Key technology for the 
U.S. Navy’s proposed Air and Missile Defense Radar 
(AMDR) is advancing more quickly than the service brass had 
anticipated, casting doubt on some of the criticism leveled 
lately at the AMDR development program, says Rear Adm. 
James Syring, program executive officer for Integrated 
Defense Systems. 

Especially promising, Syring says, has been the 
development of gallium nitride (GaN) semiconductor 
technology to address the weight, cooling and operational 

requirements of fitting AMDR on Flight III DDG-51 Arleigh 
Burke-class destroyers. 

The maturity for GaN technology has been “far greater 
than what we expected,” Syring said April 16 during a briefing 
at the Navy League’s Sea Air Space conference. 

AMDR is one of the cornerstone of the Navy’s — and the 
nation’s — plans for ballistic missile defense of the U.S. fleet 
and allies abroad. But recent government reports — including 
a U.S. Government Accountability Office (GAO) study 
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released in January — have questioned GaN technology 
development for the AMDR’s transmit/receive modules. 

To generate AMDR’s greater radio-frequency power, 
GAO notes, “the contractors may use gallium nitride-based 
semiconductors, which may provide higher power and 
efficiency than current material.” 

However, “this material is relatively new and long-term 
reliability is unknown. It has never been used in a radar of this 
scale,” GAO says. 

“Inability to use gallium nitride may require use of 
current materials, and thus additional ship power and cooling,” 
according to GAO. “Alternatively, performance requirements 
may be set lower with a spiral development plan to achieve the 
objective power levels at a later date. Past radar programs such 
as the Volume Search Radar and the Cobra Judy Replacement 

radar have needed more time to test and mature 
transmit/receive modules than estimated, causing cost and 
schedule growth.” 

Issues such as these have led many defense analysts to 
wonder whether the Navy would be able to put AMDR on the 
Flight III Burkes, or even be able to afford the radar suite at 
all. “A lot has been written [about the AMDR’s future],” 
Syring says. “A lot that’s incorrect.” Thanks to GaN 
technology and other developments, he says, the Navy should 
be able to put AMDR on Flight III ships and have adequate 
growth for coolant equipment and needs. 

On April 16 the Navy plans to release a draft request for 
proposals (RFP) for AMDR. A final RFP should arrive within 
three to four weeks, and a contract by year’s end. 
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BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
43. Hundreds Arrive For Navy Week Spectacle On Mississippi River 
(WWL CBS NEW ORLEANS 17 APR 12) 

NEW ORLEANS -- There was quite a spectacle on the 
Mississippi River as ships from around the world converged in 
New Orleans, and the crowds are expected to keep coming. 

Navy Week in New Orleans is kicking off a three-year 
national commemoration of the War of 1812. 

Hundreds of tourists and locals gathered to watch the 
anticipated ships sailing upriver to kick off Navy Week. 

“We came for French Quarter Jazz Fest, and then when I 
picked up my (magazine), I saw, oh my god, the tall ships are 
coming for the War of 1812 200th Anniversary,” said New 
York resident Sharon Brennan. “I was just saying to my 
husband, they recover from one event and they have another 
one two days later.” 

"New Orleans is the first port visit of 14 port visits, and 
the reason we're picking New Orleans is because of the 
significance of the War of 1812 to New Orleans,” said Tim 
Riegle, a commander in the U.S. Navy. 

The Indonesian and Ecuadorian “tall ships,” as they're 
called, were the first to anchor at the Bienville Street peer, 
greeted by a cheering crowd taking pictures and waving flags. 

“It's my country so I have to be here for them,” said 
Equador native and New Orleans resident Marco Mhaia. 

Mhaia was among the supporters greeting the 257-foot 
Equadorian ship. 

“Oh, memories from my country, so really it's, my heart is 
100 percent right now," Mhaia said. 

Navy Week is bringing 3,000 Sailors and nine ships to 
New Orleans. 

“We'll have tours starting tomorrow - daily from noon to 
about 5 (p.m.). They will be able to take pictures, talk to 
Sailors, and pretty much have the run of the ship,” said Kevin 
Jane of the U.S. Navy. 

The national non-profit Operations Sail worked with the 
city and the Navy to make the free event possible. 

“(Operations Sail) started these tall ship events in New 
York, New York City, New York Harbor, and over years as 
the organization has expanded and grown, we added ports, and 
this is our first time in New Orleans,” said Chris O’Brien of 
Operations Sail. 

“I live now in Metairie and I'm here because this is a 
wonderful opportunity to see sailing ships,” said visitor Harold 
Welsh. “I've only been on one in my whole life." 

View Clip (RT: 2:05) 
Slldeshow - Tall Ships On Miss. River For Navy Week 
(WWL CBS NEW ORLEANS 17 APR 12) T.J. Pipitone 
On Tuesday, tall ships from Ecuador and Indonesia 

moored on the Mississippi River. 
View Slideshow (31 Images) 
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44. USS Constitution Sailors Teach Naval History In New Orleans 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 17 APR 12) ... Seaman Michael Achterling, USS Constitution Public Affairs 

GRETNA, La. -- Sailors assigned to USS Constitution 
taught early American naval history to students at Bonnabel 
High School in Kenner, La., April 16. 

Chief Culinary Specialist (SW/AW) Kelvin Wiggins, 
Boatswain's Mate 1st Class (SW) Conrad Hunt, Damage 
Controlman Fireman Ashley Fairfax, Seaman Stephen Beck, 
and Seaman Michael Achterling gave five historical 
presentations to more than 200 students as part of New 
Orleans Navy Week. 

"It's important for the students to understand the history 
behind the military," said retired Air Force Lt. Col. Thomas 
Nowak, senior aerospace science instructor. Nowak is also the 

head of Air Force Junior Reserve Officer Training Corps at 
Bonnabel High School. "Having the Navy come to teach the 
students about naval history gives the students a different 
perspective, one they might not have considered." 

Students learned about the creation of the Navy, 
Constitution's construction, her famous battle with HMS 
Guerriere during the War of 1812, and the mission of today's 
Navy. 

"It's a real honor to teach young adults about the founding 
of the U.S. Navy," said Chief Culinary Specialist (SW/AW) 
Kelvin Wiggins, Constitution's officer in charge of New 
Orleans Navy Week. "Hearing Constitution's history from 
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Sailors who serve aboard her will hopefully be inspiring and 
educational for these high school students." 

Constitution Sailors undergo 20 weeks of naval history 
training, along with additional weekly training. 

"Bringing artifacts from Constitution's collection really 
gave the students a hands-on feel of history," said Seaman 
Stephen Beck. "As a Sailor, it's important to know about the 
history behind the organization you are serving, and relaying 
that information to students was a wonderful experience." 

Constitution Sailors are also scheduled to give history 
presentations to Riverdale High School, April 18. 

New Orleans is the second of eight Navy Weeks that 
Constitution Sailors will participate in 2012, celebrating the 
bicentennial of the War of 1812. The primary purpose of Navy 

Week is to increase Navy awareness by presenting the Navy to 
Americans who live in cities that normally do not have a 
significant naval presence. New Orleans Navy Week will 
showcase the mission, capabilities and achievements of the 
U.S. Navy and provide residents the opportunity to meet 
Sailors firsthand. 

Constitution is the world's oldest commissioned warship 
afloat and welcomes more than 500,000 visitors per year. She 
defended the sea lanes against threat from 1797 to 1855, much 
like the mission of today's Navy. America's Navy: Keeping the 
sea free for more than 200 years. 

Constitution's mission today is to offer community 
outreach and education about the ship's history. 
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45. Navy Week NOLA Continues Wednesday With Public Tours Of The Vessels 
(NEW ORLEANS TIMES-PICAYUNE 17 APR 12) ... Paul Purpura 

Tuesday was a homecoming of sorts for Alex Johns. The 
Luling native shipped out 17 weeks ago for officer candidate 
school in his quest to become a Coast Guard helicopter pilot. 
But he first has to pull duty aboard the Coast Guard barque 
Eagle, to learn the ways of the sea. 

And so it was through his temporary assignment as a 
student aboard the three-mast ship that he returned to 
southeast Louisiana, as part of Navy Week NOLA. 

“It’s pretty exciting,” Johns, 25, said shortly before the 
Eagle pulled into the Port of New Orleans, where his parents 
and sister waited to greet him. “It’s definitely been the light at 
the end of the tunnel.” 

Under a constant downpour that likely dampened much of 
the anticipated greeting and silenced the National Guard 
artillery set up in Algiers for 21-gun salutes, Navy Week 
NOLA got under way Tuesday, with the Eagle leading a 
“parade of ships” into the port. 

The nation’s sea services — the Navy, Coast Guard and 
Marine Corps — officially kicked four years of events to 
commemorate the bicentennial of the War of 1812 and the 
national anthem, "The Star-Spangled Banner," born from a 
poem written during that conflict. 

The Navy selected the Crescent City as the port where the 
observance will begin, and New Orleans also will mark its 
conclusion in 2015, on the bicentennial of the Battle of New 
Orleans. 

“We were chosen out of the many ports, which is 
significant,” said New Orleans City Council President Jackie 
Clarkson, one of about 100 people aboard the Eagle for the 
final leg of its cruise to the city. “We’re very honored, and 
we’re living up to the expectations.” 

While the arrival of three tall ships and six U.S. and 
foreign warships marks the start of Navy Week NOLA, events 
begin Wednesday, with afternoon public tours of the vessels, 
berthed from Thalia Street Wharf downriver to Esplanade 
Avenue Wharf. A fireworks display that was canceled 
Tuesday night because of inclement weather will be held 
Wednesday night at 8:30. 

The Navy and Marine Corps’ flight demonstration 
squadron, the Blue Angels, headlines two days of air shows 
over Lake Pontchartrain on Saturday and Sunday, officially 
ending the local Navy Week celebration. 

The Eagle, which the United States acquired from Nazi 
Germany as part of World War II reparations and re-
commissioned as a Coast Guard training vessel, will be open 
for public tours Wednesday and Thursday. It departs New 
Orleans on Friday for Mayport, Fla., one of several East Coast 
stops tied to the War of 1812 bicentennial. 

Vice Adm. Robert Parker, commander of the Coast 
Guard’s Atlantic Area, called it “a delight” to be aboard the 
Eagle again. He served a stint aboard the Eagle while a cadet 
at the Coast Guard Academy, where he graduated in 1979. 

“I have a different perspective now,” said Parker, the 
highest-ranking officer on board Tuesday. “I’m treated a little 
better. No one makes me do the dishes.” 

Johns, who was home schooled and earned an 
undergraduate degree from Letourneau University in Texas, 
expects to be presented the gold bars of the ensign’s rank next 
month, when he reports to flight school in Pensacola, Fla. 

For the time being, his job is to tend to the Eagle’s fore 
mast - the mast closest to the front of the ship. But because the 
Eagle moved under motor power since it reached South 
Carolina during its cruise from Connecticut, he hasn’t had to 
tend to rigging and sails. That doesn’t excuse him from 
learning, however. 

“They do test you at the end, to make sure you’re not 
slacking,” Johns said. 

Navy Week NOLA Community-Service Projects 
Continue Tuesday 

Service members in town for Navy Week NOLA will 
today continue a series of community-service projects across 
the city. 

The Navy Seabees and crew from the HMCS St. Johns, in 
town from Canada, will work with the St. Bernard project to 
rebuild homes for senior citizens, people with disabilities and 
families with children who cannot afford to have their homes 
rebuilt by contractors. 

The project will continue daily from 7 a.m. to 1 p.m. until 
Friday. 

Service members began their week of community service 
on Monday with a weeklong project to spruce up parts of City 
Park and the New Orleans lakefront. 

View Gallery 

Return to Index 



 32

 
46. Okinawa Mayors Not In Favor Of Plan To Move Futenma Operations To Kadena 
(STARS AND STRIPES 17 APR 12) ... Travis J. Tritten and Chiyomi Sumida 

CAMP FOSTER, Okinawa — A top member of Japan’s 
ruling party privately asked local leaders here on Tuesday to 
support the relocation of the Futenma air station to Kadena Air 
Base, according to those who participated in the meetings. 

But mayors of two towns near Kadena said they rejected 
the proposal by Hajime Ishii, a senior member of Prime 
Minister Yoshihiko Noda’s Liberal Democratic Party who 
traveled to the island to sound out the municipal governments 
on shifting Marine helicopters and other aircraft to the Air 
Force base. 

With support from the U.S. Senate, the idea has been 
gaining steam over the past year, and Ishii’s visit came as U.S. 
and Japanese diplomats met again in Tokyo in another attempt 
to come to an agreement on the realignment of U.S. forces on 
Okinawa. 

Okinawa City Mayor Mitsuko Tomon said she met with 
Ishii for about one hour and told him that residents would 
never accept new Marine Corps air traffic at Kadena after 
enduring decades of noise from the Air Force. 

“I was told that it is a plan to move the Futenma 
operations to military bases in multiple locations throughout 
Japan, and Kadena is one of them,” she said. 

Ishii did not give further details of the proposal or say 
what other U.S. bases may be affected, but Ishii told her that 
information would be made clear in the “not-so-distant 
future,” according to Tomon. 

During a press conference Tuesday evening in Naha, Ishii 
said he is proposing to move Futenma to another U.S. military 
base temporarily, possibly one on Okinawa, until a permanent 
location somewhere else in Japan can be found. The lawmaker 
would not confirm that Kadena is being considered. 

He said he is planning to make a formal proposal to Noda 
for the relocation of Futenma before the end of the month. 

The U.S. Senate already has mandated that the U.S. 
military conduct an independent study this year that 
specifically considers moving the Marine Corps flight 
operations at Futenma to Kadena Air Base as an alternative to 
current realignment plans, which call for building an off-shore 
airfield near the city of Nago. 

The U.S. and Japan want to redeploy about 8,000 Marines 
off Okinawa and close some bases here, including Futenma. 
But public opposition to the Nago plan has held up progress 
for years and prompted the two countries to begin 
renegotiating plans for U.S. forces in February. 

Under the Kadena plan, Marine Corps flight operations 
would be relocated to the air base, and some Air Force units 
would be shifted to other bases in the region. Sen. Jim Webb, 
D-Va., who traveled to Japan earlier this month to push for a 
breakthrough in the realignment, has said the Kadena proposal 
could result in decrease in military air traffic on the island. 

On Monday, U.S. Assistant Secretary of East Asian and 
Pacific Affairs Kurt Campbell met again with Japanese 
delegates at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Tokyo for the 
newest round of negotiations. 

“It’s still a work in progress, we’re still comparing 
perspectives, but we’ve made a lot of progress over the course 
of discussions yesterday and today, and I’m very confident 
that we will be able to come to an agreement on the way 
forward between the United States and Japan on issues 
associated with force realignment,” Campbell said Monday, 
according to a transcript released by the State Department. 

The meeting comes in advance of a planned trip to the 
U.S. by Noda later this month. Both countries have indicated 
his trip may coincide with developments in a new security 
agreement. 
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47. U.S. Bases In Japan Preparing For Another Summer Of Energy Shortages 
(STARS AND STRIPES 18 APR 12) ... Seth Robson 

YOKOTA AIR BASE, Japan — U.S. bases in Japan are 
preparing for a second summer of electricity shortages, with 
most Japanese nuclear reactors still offline following last 
year’s meltdown at the Fukushima Dai-ichi nuclear power 
plant. 

Safety concerns have led to the shutdown of all but one of 
Japan’s 54 commercial reactors since the March 2011 
earthquake, tsunami and nuclear disaster spread radiation 
across a large area of northeastern Japan. Prime Minister 
Yoshihiko Noda said last week that his government would try 
to restart two reactors at the Ohi nuclear power plant in an 
effort to avert summer power shortages. However, public 
safety concerns in Fukui prefecture, where the plant is located, 
could scuttle the move. 

U.S. military officials in Japan said this week that the 
Japanese government and utility companies have yet to advise 
them about the potential for energy shortages during peak 
hours in summer, when many homes and businesses switch on 
air conditioners. However, officials at Yokota Air Base, who 
expect their power prices to increase by 18 percent due to the 
reactor shutdowns, said the Tokyo Electric Power Company 

could make a request for the U.S. military to reduce its 
electricity consumption in Japan again this summer. 

Last year, bases instituted energy-savings programs from 
mid-June until October in a successful effort to avert blackouts 
by cutting peak power consumption by 15 percent or more. 

The need to limit electricity use on bases this summer will 
depend on temperatures and the availability of non-nuclear 
fuels such as coal, oil and gas for Japanese power plants, the 
Yokota officials said. 

No limits have been set for energy use at the base this 
summer, but there is potential for limits to be imposed in peak 
hours, between 11 am and 5 p.m. Other measures that could be 
implemented at the air base include turning off interior 
lighting during business hours, adjusting air conditioning, 
turning off escalators and other non-essential equipment and 
running public awareness campaigns to encourage energy 
savings, the officials said. 

U.S. Army Garrison Japan Directorate of Public Works 
environmental division chief Felix Mariani said Army leaders 
in Japan were briefed last week on a plan for summer energy 
savings. 
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“The assumption is that, because we know a bunch of 
nuclear plants are down, we can expect to be asked to 
conserve energy,” he said. 

Mariani said conservation measures will likely be less 
extreme than those adopted last year. 

“We will engage in energy conservation but we won’t 
implement measures that will degrade, exponentially, the 
quality of life of soldiers or affect the mission of the Army,” 
he said. 

People on Army bases in Japan can expect heat and air 
conditioning to be turned off for three to five weeks as outside 
temperatures rise. When the summer heat arrives, people’s 
homes will be cooled to the Army standard of 74 degrees. 
However, thermostats in offices and other on-post buildings 
will be set at 76 degrees to save power, Mariani said. 

Some workers will be authorized fans to keep cool, he 
added. 

Air conditioning will be cooler in places such as health 
clinics and the Camp Zama Post Exchange, which lacks 
windows for ventilation, he said. 

The Army plan also calls for half of the street and parking 
lot lights on bases to be turned off, he said. 

Mariani said last summer’s energy-saving program by 
U.S. Army Japan cut electricity use by 21 percent and saved 
$155,000. It was so successful that other garrisons in places 
like Hawaii, where electricity is expensive, are looking at 
implementing parts of it, he said. 

Yokosuka Naval Base spokesman Sean Dath said in an 
email last week that the base promotes energy conservation 
year-round. 

If TEPCO requests energy savings over the summer, 
Yokosuka officials plan to modify last year’s plan to comply 
with what is mandated by the government of Japan and U.S. 
Forces Japan, he said. 
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NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
48. Navy Memorial Hosts 21st Blessing Of The Fleet 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 17 APR 12) ... Defense Media Activity - Navy 

WASHINGTON -- The United States Navy Memorial 
hosted the 21st Annual Blessing of the Fleet ceremony at the 
memorial in Washington, D.C., April 14. 

The ceremony followed the Washington, D.C., annual 
Cherry Blossom Festival Parade, and featured the United 
States Navy Band and Ceremonial Guard, along with a Parade 
of Attachés and presentation of colors advanced across the 
memorial's outdoor plaza as the event commenced. 

President and CEO of the U.S. Navy Memorial 
Foundation, retired Vice Adm. John Totushek, welcomed 
guests to the centuries-old tradition. 

"We feel privileged to take part in this time-honored 
tradition that not only holds great meaning for our men and 
women of the Navy and Sea Services today, but also kicks off 
a full season of events here at the Navy Memorial that ensures 
their legacy will live on forever," said Totushek. 

Retired Capt. C. Richard Duncan, CHC, offered a 
blessing to safeguard crews and ships from the danger of the 
seas, as a Sailor from the U.S. Navy's Ceremonial Guard 
proceeded across the memorial "Granite Sea" plaza to pour 

water from the Seven Seas and the Great Lakes into the 
surrounding fountains, "charging" them to life and ushering in 
the spring season. 

Following the ceremony, culinary specialists from the 
White House Mess prepared and served Navy bean soup to 
guests in the Naval Heritage Center. 

The Washington Revels Maritime Voices gave a musical 
performance in the Naval Heritage Center's Burke Theater. 
Singing "Songs of the Sea and Shore," the musical group 
portrayed the old life at sea and back home, including the 
Sailors' use of sea chanteys and the joys and hardships of the 
women ashore. 

Guests were also welcome to explore the memorial's 
newly-launched "Year of the Chief" exhibit, depicting chief 
life, work, history and accomplishments through historical 
artifacts, art and imagery. The exhibit, on display through 
March 2013, is free and open to the public and will be 
accompanied by numerous public events throughout the year, 
including book signings, children's activities and ceremonies 
for active duty personnel and their families. 
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49. Former FBI Official Warns Of Cyberattacks From Other Nations 
Several trying to pierce U.S. military, corporate networks, he says 
(WASHINGTON POST 18 APR 12) ... Ellen Nakashima 

At least half a dozen countries with offensive cyber-
capabilities are probing U.S. corporate and military computer 
systems, looking for data and a toehold should they one day 
want to disrupt or destroy the networks, according to the FBI’s 
former top cyber-sleuth. 

Shawn Henry, who retired from his post last month, 
declined to identify the countries, but other cyber-experts have 
said that China, Russia and Iran are among them. 

Henry said U.S. adversaries have shown that they are 
capable not only of stealing sensitive information, but of 
manipulating and destroying it. In some cases, he said, hackers 
have penetrated corporate networks so thoroughly that 

companies have had to jettison hardware and software before 
recovering. 

“Once they’re in,” Henry said of the hackers, “they’re in.” 
Despite an entreaty by FBI Director Robert S. Mueller III 

to remain at the bureau, Henry this month joined a 
cybersecurity start-up called CrowdStrike, where, he said, he 
hopes to help clients take the fight to sophisticated foreign 
adversaries. 

“I know a lot of companies have suffered, and they are 
going to want to see somebody come in and assist them,” said 
Henry, former executive assistant director of the FBI’s 
Criminal, Cyber, Response and Services Branch. “It won’t be 
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the U.S. government … so it’s going to have to be the private 
sector.” 

Henry’s remarks come as more current and former 
officials are speaking out about the need for action to contain a 
threat that Mueller recently said is likely to eclipse terrorism 
as the top menace to the country. 

Last week, Rear Adm. Samuel Cox, director of 
intelligence at U.S. Cyber Command, said that “a global cyber 
arms race” is underway. James E. Cartwright Jr., who retired 
in August as vice chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, said at 
a separate event that even a limited cyberattack on the nation’s 
power grid or financial system could spark tremendous public 
fear. 

“If you can take out one area of electric power or one 
bank, the question that puts in people’s minds about the 
security of others is what you’re really worried about,” 
Cartwright said last week at a conference hosted by the Center 
for Strategic and International Studies. 

Despite such concerns, experts have said the government 
is legally constrained in its ability to help companies protect 
their networks, in part because of privacy issues surrounding 
the sharing of information between the government and the 
private sector. 

Congress is set to take up proposals aimed at fostering 
information-sharing as well as security standards for some 
companies to better protect commercial networks. 

In the meantime, the costs of cyber-espionage are proving 
to be enormous. 

Scott Borg, chief economist at the U.S. Cyber 
Consequences Unit, a research group, has assessed the annual 
loss of intellectual property and investment opportunities 
across all industries at $6 billion to $20 billion. 

Henry, a former executive assistant director of the FBI’s 
cyber-crime branch, said the bureau knew of one company 
that lost $1 billion — 10 years’ worth of research and 
development — in a weekend after being hacked. One thinly 
capitalized firm that processed credit card payments was 
forced to close two years ago when it was breached. 

The FBI has become more aggressive in collecting and 
correlating intelligence, and over the past couple of years it 
has notified dozens of defense contractors, government 
agencies and companies that they were being targeted for 
intrusion, according to Henry. 

Still, he said: “There needs to be much greater sharing of 
intelligence across all the sectors.” 

“You can only be punched in the face so many times 
before you fall to your knees,” he added. “There needs to be 
more offense and less defense.” 

As head of services at CrowdStrike, Henry, who spent 24 
years at the FBI, said he will adopt many of the techniques 
used by government intelligence agencies. But unlike the 
government, CrowdStrike is planning to name names — not 
just of individual hackers but of foreign government agencies, 
said the firm’s co-founder, Dmitri Alperovitch. 
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50. Trial Opens For Central Figure In Yacht Piracy 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 18 APR 12) ... Tim McGlone 

NORFOLK -- Opening statements are expected today in 
the federal trial of a Somali man charged with being the chief 
negotiator in a pirate attack on a yacht that left four Americans 
dead. 

Mohammad Saaili Shibin is also charged with being a 
negotiator in the hijacking of a German tanker. Both incidents 
occurred off the Somalia coast between 2010 and 2011. He 
faces life in prison if convicted. 

After giving a history lesson on the jury system going 
back to the Magna Carta, U.S. District Judge Robert G. 
Doumar began questioning a pool of 73 potential jurors 
Tuesday morning. When asked whether anyone had read or 
heard of Shibin or the crimes, about 14 of the 73 stood. 

Shibin is accused of helping negotiate a ransom for the 
four Americans who were kidnapped aboard the yacht Quest 
in the Arabian Sea in early 2011. 

The hijacking turned deadly when the U.S. Navy 
approached and tried to negotiate the release of the hostages. 

The Somalis refused, and several of them shot and killed the 
Americans, yacht owners Scott Underwood Adam and Jean 
Savage Adam of Los Angeles and their friends and crew, 
Phyllis Patricia Macay and Robert Campbell Riggle of Seattle. 

Shibin's attorney, James Broccoletti, is expected to argue 
that his client cannot be convicted of piracy and related 
charges because he never left Somalia and never participated 
in the attack on the Quest or the killings. He will present a 
similar defense in the pirating of the tanker. 

Prosecutors have disclosed that they recovered text 
messages from Shibin detailing instructions in the Quest 
attack. They also said they have evidence that in 2010 Shibin 
received $30,000 to $50,000 in ransom for the release of the 
German-owned chemical tanker Marida Marguerite. 

During jury selection, potential jurors were asked whether 
they had any biases against Somalis or Muslims and whether 
that would affect their decision-making. They also were asked 
whether anyone knew Shibin. No one responded. 
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OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
51. Right Steps On Military Sexual Assault 
(NEW YORK TIMES 18 APR 12) ... Editorial 

Defense Secretary Leon Panetta on Monday announced 
several encouraging steps to fight sexual assault in the 
military. The most notable is the requirement that complaints 
be handled by senior officers — colonels or Navy captains — 

instead of lower-ranking officers who are often ill equipped or 
reluctant to pursue assault cases. 

He said special units would be set up in each service 
branch to interview victims and collect evidence. Recruits 
would be briefed on sexual-assault policies within 14 days of 
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joining the service. National Guard members and reservists 
who file complaints would be able to stay on active duty 
during investigations so their cases are not dropped. Case 
records will be maintained, the problem will be tracked and 
commanders will have to regularly assess whether their units 
are following the rules. 

It is easy to be skeptical whenever the military talks about 
its “zero tolerance” toward sexual crimes. The decades are 
papered with pledges by Pentagon leaders to end such 
violence, but somehow it continues. A Defense Department 
report released Friday showed that reported sexual assaults 
were up slightly in 2011, to 3,192, from 3,158 in 2010. The 
Pentagon believes such crimes are vastly underreported and 
says about 19,000 assaults are committed every year. 

Mr. Panetta, who has been under pressure from advocacy 
groups and members of Congress to address this crisis, is right 
to fight the problem by increasing prosecutions, not just by 
increasing awareness or sensitivity. 

There is more to do. Congress should enact these reforms 
into law so they are not subject to erosion in future 
administrations. The Pentagon needs to make sure victims 
know their rights, are able to demand transfers away from 
predators, are assured of confidential communication with 
their lawyers and protected from retaliation. Accusers should 
be able to pursue claims in federal courts if military justice 
fails. The military is a long way from healing itself. But Mr. 
Panetta has taken steps in the right direction. 
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52. Navy’s Shipbuilding Deficiencies 
Fleet needs ‘wise man group’ to review current plans for new ships 
(WASHINGTON TIMES 17 APR 12) ... Adm. James A. Lyons 

The Navy’s force projection and assured nuclear strategic 
capability are keys to our retaining U.S. pre-eminence as a 
world leader. Our Navy, however, will face increasing threats, 
especially from China, which has deployed anti-ship ballistic 
missiles, sophisticated nuclear attack and ballistic missile 
submarines, and fifth-generation stealthy aircraft, which are 
clearly targeted against our naval forces. Our ships will 
require a broad spectrum of defensive and offensive 
capabilities in order to carry out their mission. 

The Department of Defense Joint Requirements Oversight 
Council identified simultaneous defense, ballistic and anti-ship 
cruise missiles as a “capability gap.” In 2006, the council 
validated that Integrated Air and Missile Defense (IAMD) was 
an operation requirement not sufficiently addressed. 
Developing an effective IAMD capability for the Navy’s 
surface combatant ships is essential in order to preserve the 
Navy’s most important role in the Joint Force - that of 
guaranteeing “forcible entry” capability anywhere in the 
world. 

To provide the necessary capability to counter the 
changing threat environment, the Navy is in the early stages of 
a shipbuilding program that will determine the character and 
future capabilities as well as the size of the Navy for the next 
50 to 60 years. It is critical that the Navy’s future shipbuilding 
plans provide the most capable force given current fiscal 
constraints. 

After a 12-month effort, the Government Accountability 
Office (GAO) issued in January its study on the Navy’s 
shipbuilding plan. The study was the result of a decision by 
the Navy to restart production of the 30-year-old Arleigh 
Burke destroyers (DDG-51) and also build a new version 
known as Flight III instead of building stealthy Zumwalt class 
(DDG-1000) destroyers for which it had already expended $10 
billion to 12 billion in research and development funds. 

In short, the GAO study raised several serious questions 
about the creditability of the Navy’s radar/hull study, which 
provided the justification for the Navy’s selection of the DDG-
51 hull form for the future Navy’s surface combatants. The 
Navy plans to procure up to 43 destroyers at a cost of at least 
$80 billion. 

The GAO found it questionable that the Navy’s radar/hull 
study provides a sufficient analytical basis for a decision of 

this magnitude. For example, the study assumed a 
significantly “reduced threat environment,” which allowed 
radar performance to seem more effective than it may actually 
be against a sophisticated threat. Even though the radar/hull 
study validated the need for a very large radar to be carried on 
a newly designed surface combatant, the Navy decided the 
IAMD “capability gap” could be met by pairing a smaller, 
advanced Air and Missile Defense Radar with the DDG-51 
hull built for the Aegis Combat System, which would evolve 
into the newly designed DDG-51 Flight III. The selection of 
the Aegis Combat System determined the hull form. 

According to Navy analysis, selecting the DDG-51 hull to 
carry the smaller Air and Missile Defense Radar requires 
significant redesign and reduces the ability of these ships to 
accommodate future systems. The decision also limits the size 
of the radar to one that will be at best marginally effective and 
incapable of meeting the Navy’s required capabilities. 

The GAO study also highlighted the fact that the current 
level of oversight may not be commensurate with a program 
of this size, cost and risk. Proper oversight cannot be stressed 
enough given the debacle of the Navy’s Littoral Combat Ship 
(LCS) program, which is scheduled to construct 55 of these 
failed ships. 

The GAO study also concluded that the radar/hull study 
did not include a thorough trade-off analysis that would 
compare the relative costs and benefits of different solutions 
or provide robust insight into all cost alternatives. Suffice to 
say the GAO study raised a number of questions that remain 
unresolved. 

For many decades, the Navy had superb technology and 
design capabilities. Its technology resources included the 
famed Naval Research Laboratory for “basic research” and 
several outstanding laboratories throughout the country for 
“applied research.” Its ship design resources included a large 
number of civilian and naval officers, most of the latter trained 
in two- and three-year graduate programs at the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology. 

In recent misguided attempts to reduce costs, large 
reductions have been made in all of the Navy’s technology 
and design resources. These reductions have resulted in many 
of the major problems the Navy has experienced in the 
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management and oversight of recent shipbuilding programs 
such as the LCS. 

These capabilities cannot be restored quickly but must be 
done. The GAO correctly points out that the Navy today lacks 
sufficient in-house oversight for a shipbuilding program of 
this magnitude. Therefore, since the GAO study was directed 
to the secretary of defense, it is proposed that the secretary 
form a “wise man group,” which would possess the necessary 
technical, design and integrated combat system engineering 
expertise to review the Navy’s current shipbuilding plan. The 
group should not have any association with defense 
contractors in order to ensure an objective review. 

The group should review not only plans for the future 
surface combatant hull but also the troubled LCS program. It 
should also review the decision to retire seven Aegis cruisers 
that have 10 to 20 years of service life remaining. With such a 
review, both the secretary of defense and the Navy should 
have a more sound basis for going forward with this critical 
program. 

Retired Adm. James A. Lyons was commander in chief of 
the U.S. Pacific Fleet and senior U.S. military representative 
to the United Nations. 
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53. Comparing The Two Koreas 
(LOS ANGELES TIMES 18 APR 12) ... Donald Kirk 

SEOUL -- North and South Korea played their own 
distinctive games of power politics last week. The processes 
of leadership selection were enacted almost simultaneously, a 
coincidence that defined them so sharply as to provide a 
classroom lesson on the differences between the two systems. 

North Korea got all the publicity, not all of it because of 
the long-range missile it insisted on firing in the face of 
warnings to cease and desist. There was also the huge 
outpouring in Pyongyang for the centennial of the birth of the 
nation's "Great Leader," Kim Il Sung at which his grandson, 
Kim Jong Un, made his maiden speech before thousands of 
wildly cheering soldiers. 

Equally portentous, in the days before the young new 
leader stepped forward to speak from the balcony overlooking 
Kim Il Sung Square, he acquired two titles: first secretary of 
the Workers' Party and chairman of the party's central military 
commission. The next day, after the North's vaunted missile 
had plunged into the Yellow Sea 90 seconds after liftoff from 
its pad in the desolate hills near the Chinese border, he 
acquired another title: first chairman of the National Defense 
Commission. 

Kim Jong Un was already "supreme commander" of the 
armed forces, but it seemed the inner ruling clique in 
Pyongyang needed to make sure he had all the legal 
requirements to rule unquestioned over everything before he 
could finally be heard in public. 

Political scientists might debate which was really more 
important in North Korea, the party or the military 
establishment, but the point was rendered moot by these 
selections. His late father, Kim Jong Il, had the exact same 
titles with one slight exception. Having been general secretary 
of the party since the death of his father Kim Il Sung in 1994, 
Kim Jong Il would be "eternal general secretary." Nobody 
could take over as "president" -- Kim Il Sung was already the 
unquestioned "eternal president." 

One could hardly imagine a more different process of 
power selection than that in South Korea. While the North 
Korean elite was showering new titles on its leader, South 
Koreans went to the polls. They were electing members of a 
national assembly deeply divided between a conservative 
majority largely supportive of the conservative president, Lee 
Myung-bak, and a liberal-leftist opposition that many had 
expected to come out ahead this time. 

The campaigning for the assembly's 300 seats was very 
raucous and very public. Friends and aides of candidates lined 

up on street corners wearing the colors of their parties. Sound 
trucks careened down streets and avenues blaring out 
messages and songs. The candidates appeared at rallies, 
shaking hands and making speeches. Charges of 
incompetence, corruption and much else filled the air and the 
headlines. 

The South Korean elections had special significance 
because they were seen as a bellwether for the December 
presidential election. Lee, limited to a single five-year term by 
the "democracy constitution" adopted in 1987 after mass 
protests against dictatorial rule, cannot run again. As his 
popularity ratings sank, the main opposition Democratic 
United Party anticipated a strong enough showing in the 
assembly elections to guarantee victory for whomever it 
nominates. It counted on rising unemployment and a widening 
rich-poor gap to win support against a government seen as 
favoring the chaebol, the conglomerates that dominate the 
economy. 

Against widespread expectations, however, the 
conservatives retained their assembly majority. Although the 
liberals gained seats, many older voters preferred stability 
rather than a return to the decade of liberal rule responsible for 
the "sunshine policy" of reconciliation with the North initiated 
by the late Kim Dae-jung after his upset election as president 
in 1997. It's even possible North Korea's missile and nuclear 
program swayed voters at a critical juncture. 

The South Korean brand of noisy, fractious democracy 
may be far from perfect, but it is crucial for maintaining the 
freedom in which business can innovate and flourish and 
citizens can argue issues, battle malfeasance and denounce and 
advocate policies. The total absence of democracy in North 
Korea means no one can question for a moment the wisdom of 
a missile test and birthday celebration that cost enough to feed 
the North's hungry masses for a year, on top of a nuclear 
program that costs multibillions more. 

Economic reform has been impossible in North Korea 
while the Kim dynasty, its generals and party leaders rule 
every sector of society. No one thinks of protesting the harsh 
system in which dissenters are sentenced to prison camps for 
terms that end only in death from starvation, disease, torture or 
execution. 

What is most incredible is that the two "halves" of the 
Korean peninsula could have fostered such disparate systems 
when they're populated by people of the same ethnic origins, 
speaking the same language, steeped in thousands of years of 
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the same traditions. In one week they put their respective 
systems to the test. In any free and fair election to choose 
between the two, there could be no doubt as to which would 
be the winner. 

Donald Kirk is a journalist and author of numerous books 
about Korea,. 
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54. A Deal In The Works With Iran? 
(WASHINGTON POST 18 APR 12) ... David Ignatius 

The nuclear talks with Iran have just begun, but already 
the smart money in Tehran is betting on a deal. That piece of 
intelligence comes from the Tehran stock index; the day after 
the talks opened, it posted its largest daily rise in months and 
closed at a record high. 

Tehran investors may be guilty of wishful thinking in 
their eagerness for an agreement that would ease the economic 
sanctions squeezing their country. My guess is that they 
probably have it right. So far, Iran is following the script for a 
gradual, face-saving exit from a nuclear program that even 
Russia and China have signaled is too dangerous. The Iranians 
will bargain up to the edge of the cliff, but they don’t seem 
eager to jump. 

The mechanics of an eventual settlement are clear enough 
after Saturday’s first session in Istanbul: Iran would agree to 
stop enriching uranium to the 20 percent level and to halt work 
at an underground facility near Qom built for higher 
enrichment. Iran would export its stockpile of highly enriched 
uranium for final processing to 20 percent, for use in medical 
isotopes. 

In the language of these talks, the Iranians could describe 
their actions not as concessions to the West but as 
“confidence-building” measures, aimed at demonstrating the 
seriousness of Supreme Leader Ali Khamenei’s public pledge 
in February not to commit the “grave sin” of building a 
nuclear weapon. And the West would describe its easing of 
sanctions not as a climb down but as “reciprocity.” 

The basic framework was set weeks ago, in an exchange 
of letters between the chief negotiators. Catherine Ashton, 
who represents the “P5+1” group of permanent U.N. Security 
Council members and Germany, proposed a “confidence-
building exercise aimed at facilitating a constructive dialogue 
on the basis of reciprocity and a step-by-step approach.” 

The Iranian negotiator, Saeed Jalili,responded that 
because the West was willing to recognize Iran’s right to 
peaceful nuclear energy, “our talks for cooperation based on 
step-by-step principles and reciprocity on Iran’s nuclear issue 
could be commenced.” Jalili’s status as personal 
representative of the supreme leader was important, too. 

“Step-by-step” and “reciprocity” are the two guideposts 
for this exercise. They mark a dignified process for making 
concessions, much like the formula that President Obama used 
in his January 2009 inaugural address when he first signaled 

his outreach to Iran: “We seek a new way forward, based on 
mutual interest and mutual respect.” 

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu played his 
expected role in this choreography, criticizing the negotiators 
for agreeing to another round of talks on May 23 in Baghdad 
without getting concessions in return. “My initial impression 
is that Iran has been given a freebie,” Netanyahu said. “It has 
got five weeks to continue enrichment without any limitation, 
any inhibition.” A perfect rebuff — just scornful enough to 
keep the Iranians (and the Americans, too) worried that the 
Israelis might launch a military attack this summer if no real 
progress is made in the talks. 

The Iranians don’t seem ready, for now, for a broad 
outreach to the United States. Jalili rejected a private bilateral 
meeting with U.S. Undersecretary of State Wendy Sherman. 

The Iranians seem to be preparing their public for a deal 
that limits enrichment while preserving the right to enrich. In 
an interview Monday with the Iranian student news agency, 
Foreign Minister Ali Akbar Salehi explained that “making 20 
percent fuel is our right,” but that “if they guarantee that they 
will provide us with the different levels of enriched fuel that 
we need, then that would be another issue.” Salehi seemed to 
be reviving a 2009 Turkish plan to export Iran’s low-enriched 
uranium abroad, and receive back 20 percent fuel for its 
Tehran research reactor, supposedly to make the isotopes. 
That earlier deal collapsed because of opposition from 
Khamenei, who apparently is now ready to bargain. 

Jalili struck the same upbeat tone in comments printed in 
the Tehran Times. “We witnessed progress,” he said, 
explaining that the supreme leader’s religious edict renouncing 
nuclear weapons “created an opportunity for concrete steps 
toward disarmament and nonproliferation.” He said “the next 
talks should be based on confidence-building measures, which 
would build the confidence of Iranians.” 

Translation: The Iranians expect to be paid, in “step-by-
step” increments, as they move toward a deal. At a minimum, 
they will want a delay of the U.S. and European sanctions that 
take full effect June 28 and July 1, respectively. That timetable 
gives the West leverage, too — to keep the threatened 
sanctions in place until the Iranians have made the required 
concessions. It’s a well-prepared negotiation, in other words, 
and it seems likely to succeed if each side keeps to the script 
and doesn’t muff its lines. 

Return to Index 
 

55. U.S. Can't Abandon The Middle East 
In making a foreign policy 'pivot' toward Asia, the U.S. shouldn't turn its back on the Arab world. 
(LOS ANGELES TIMES 17 APR 12) ... Hassan Bin Talal 

Early this year, the Pentagon's strategic review signaled a 
shift in priorities for U.S. foreign policy, suggesting that more 
attention would be paid to the Asia-Pacific region. Secretary 
of State Hillary Rodham Clinton spoke of this as a "pivot" 
toward Asia, signaling what for many analysts and ordinary 

Americans has been a long-overdue transition away from Iraq, 
Afghanistan and the Middle East in general. 

But there's a problem with that. The act of pivoting 
involves turning your back, and the United States should not 
turn its back on the Middle East. 
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Of course it makes sense for the U.S. to pay more 
attention to the Asia-Pacific region, which will be both a 
leader in economic growth and a security challenge during the 
21st century. It is not just the United States that understands 
this. In Jordan, we are also directing more of our attention 
eastward, which makes sense because we, along with much of 
the Middle East, are located in West Asia. Economic, political 
and military centers of gravity are clearly changing. 

Still, America does have a duty to this region and to the 
Arab world in general. The euphoria generated by the "Arab 
awakening" cannot hide the fact that the Middle East is as 
much of a mess as it ever was. In 2009, President Obama 
spoke in Cairo of how "while America in the past has focused 
on oil and gas in this part of the world, we now seek a broader 
engagement." Such engagement, which we all hope for, 
cannot be sustained by pivoting. 

American military disengagement from Iraq and 
Afghanistan is welcomed within the Arab world. But other 
types of U.S. engagement are still needed. The desire by many 
Middle Eastern countries for greater self-determination is also 
qualified by an obvious question: After a decade of war and 
continued stalemate in the peace process, will America 
abandon this region and leave it to pick up the pieces? 

A sense of mission fatigue in Washington has meant that 
the lessons of history are being overlooked. Until there is 
peace between Israel and Palestine, this area of the world will 
continue to dominate the desks and the resolutions of the 
United Nations Security Council. There are currently four 
central powers in the Middle East: Israel, Iran, Turkey and the 
U.S. Not one of those powers is Arab. Any substantive pulling 
back by America is likely to create a power vacuum. In a 
region where intermediaries are important, this will have 
consequences. For instance, there is no security forum in the 
Middle East in which Iran and Saudi Arabia sit at the same 
table. 

Beyond the question of Iran, there is growing potential for 
the movement of nuclear fissile material, including 
weaponization technology, and biological agents, across the 
Middle East and North Africa. The Nuclear Threat Initiative, 
of which I am a board member, has concluded that 32 
countries possess 1 kilogram or more of weapons-usable 
nuclear material. If that material ends up being illicitly moved 
anywhere, it is likely to end up here. West Asia and North 
Africa has long been a laboratory for every kind of weapon. 

Recent upheavals have made borders far more porous: We 
have seen this in Syria, in Sinai and across the Sahel region, 
where a huge cache of weapons systems have crossed the 

border from Libya. The Middle East has the largest number of 
stateless and internally displaced peoples in the world, and 
recent upheavals have caused these numbers to surge. The 
U.N. estimates that well over 1 million people fled Libya to 
border countries such as Tunisia, Egypt, Algeria, Niger and 
Chad. Archipelagoes of the dispossessed exist throughout the 
region. Locking down weapons-usable material and the 
weapons-based underground economy has never been more 
difficult. The potential for nuclear terrorism within the region 
has never been greater. 

The United States would not be wise to pivot too far or 
too fast. There is too much that has been left undone. America 
can help in three ways. First by focusing on the 
resourcefulness of the people of this region rather than the 
resources of their governments. The Middle East is the most 
militarized region of the world, yet nowhere else is insecurity 
such a physical and psychological fact of life. Programs that 
support start-up culture, creative enterprises and local good 
governance, or which provide training opportunities and 
micro-loans, actively combat anti-Western propaganda, 
promote social cohesion and propagate "human security." 
People with hopes and opportunities do not become terrorists. 

The second thing America can do is foster better relations 
between states within the region. The frameworks that connect 
West Asia and North Africa are ad hoc and personalized to an 
excessive degree. A lack of regional institutions means that 
when tensions rise, there is no release valve, and conflict is 
made all the more likely. At present no body exists to 
coordinate water and energy policy between countries, despite 
the fact these resources are shared, take no account of national 
boundaries and are quickly depleting. There is no Council for 
Security and Cooperation in the region. 

Thirdly and finally, America can renew its legacy in the 
Middle East, and its image in the world, by bringing about a 
firm, just and equitable settlement to the peace process. 

The move to project American leadership in the Asia-
Pacific region through economic growth, regional security and 
enduring values, in the words of Hillary Clinton, is broadly 
based on the three elements of the 1975 Helsinki Act: security, 
economic and technical cooperation, and human rights. Taken 
together, they form the foundation of a promising new 
blueprint for relations not just with the Asia-Pacific region but 
with West Asia too. 

Hassan Bin Talal, a member of Jordan's royal family, is a 
board member of the Nuclear Threat Initiative and founder of 
the West Asia-North Africa Forum. 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. #Energy Security Is Critical To National Security 
(NAVY LIVE BLOG 17 JUL 12) ... Vice Adm. Philip Cullom 

This week, as part of the international Rim of the Pacific Exercise, the Navy embarks on the largest demonstration of military 
operations using renewable biofuel. This is an important moment in our Navy’s history because, since the advent of modern 
reciprocating engines we have relied upon energy dense liquid fuels that come from petroleum. In the modern age of warfare, energy 
is fundamental to our warfighting. We use it in our aircraft, ships, and expeditionary vehicles, and throughout our shore infrastructure. 
Unfortunately, this makes fuel both an indispensible enabler of our warfighting and a major potential liability. 

 
2. In The Pacific, New Interest In War Games 
San Diego ships in biggest-ever naval exercises 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 17 JUL 12) ... Jeanette Steele 

HONOLULU — The San Diego warship Princeton maybe didn’t win the shooting competition Monday, despite the crew’s hard 
work in the Hawaii heat. 

 
3. NAVSUP Provides Biofuel For RIMPAC Great Green Fleet Demo 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 17 JUL 12) ... Kathy Adams, Naval Supply Systems Command 

MECHANICSBURG, Pa. - Naval Supply Systems Command (NAVSUP) issued a biofuel mix to the USNS Henry J. Kaiser (T-
AO-187), several U.S. aircraft, and one Australian helicopter for use during the Rim of the Pacific (RIMPAC) exercise and the Great 
Green Fleet demonstration July 18. 

 
4. Great Green Fleet May Turn The Tide For Green Energy 
(EPOCH TIMES 17 JUL 12) ... Paul Darin & Lisa Wederspahn 

The U.S. Navy’s Great Green Fleet could push our military into a new strategy that increases our combat readiness and resilience. 
The fleet will be powered by a 50–50 blend of conventional and alternative biofuels. 

 
5. Navy Proceeding With Alternative Fuel Plan 
(STARS AND STRIPES 17 JUL 12) ... Erik Slavin 

YOKOSUKA NAVAL BASE, Japan -- The Navy’s plan to use alternative fuels for half of its fleet by 2020 is proceeding, despite 
defense bill markups in both houses of Congress that could block all military spending on such forms of power, the service’s top 
civilian said Monday. 

 
6. Senators Gird For Fight Over U.S. Navy's 'Green Fleet' 
(REUTERS 17 JUL 12) ... Roberta Rampton and Susan Cornwell 

WASHINGTON -- U.S. senators who support the Pentagon's push to expand its use of biofuels said they have a plan to answer 
critics who argue the fuel is far too expensive to help develop at a time when the military faces massive cuts. 

 
7. CNO Commemorates 68th Anniversary Of Guam Liberation 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 18 JUL 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Kyle P. Malloy Chief of Naval Operations Public 
Affairs 

WASHINGTON – Chief of Naval Operations (CNO) Adm. Jonathan Greenert attended the Wreath-Laying Ceremony for the 
National Commemoration of the 68th Anniversary of the Liberation of Guam and the Battle for the Northern Marianas at the Tomb of 
the Unknowns in the Arlington National Cemetery, July 17. 
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8. Sacramento Navy Week Opens With Mayor's Proclamation 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 17 JUL 12) ... Senior Chief Mass Communication Specialist Susan Hammond, Navy Office of Community 
Outreach Public Affairs 

SACRAMENTO, Calif. -- Sacramento Navy Week 2012 officially kicked off July 16, with a Mayoral proclamation at 
Sacramento's city hall. 

 

CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
9. U.S. Offers Condolences To India After Fatal Ship Shooting 
India has called for an investigation after a Navy vessel fired on a fishing boat in the Persian Gulf. One 
Indian fisherman was killed and three others injured. 
(LOS ANGELES TIMES 17 JUL 12) ... Mark Magnier 

NEW DELHI — The U.S. Embassy in India expressed its condolences Tuesday after an American refueling ship in the Persian 
Gulf opened fire on a fishing boat, killing one Indian and wounding three others. India has called for an investigation by the United 
Arab Emirates, in whose waters the shooting took place. 

 
10. Double Probe Into U.S. Navy Sea Shooting 
UAE Launches Probe Into U.S. Navy Shooting Incident 
(THE NATIONAL (ABU DHABI) 18 JUL 12) ... Preeti Kannan, Ramola Talwar Badam, and Fareed Rahman 

UAE authorities and the U.S. navy are both examining the circumstances under which an armed American naval oil-supply vessel 
opened fire with a heavy machinegun on a fishing boat returning to port with six Indian crew and two Emiratis. 

 
11. Pentagon: 20 Nations Plan Mideast Exercise 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 17 JUL 12) ... Pauline Jelinek 

WASHINGTON — In a move to bolster military strength against Iran, 20 nations will stage an anti-mining exercise in Mideast 
waterways. 

 
12. Navy Frigate Tests Missile Off Hawaii 
(TV ONE (NEW ZEALAND) 17 JUL 12) 

The New Zealand Navy frigate, Te Kaha, has test fired a missile worth almost a million dollars off the coast of Hawaii for the 
first time. 

 
13. Coast Guard, Navy Offload $90 Million Worth Of Cocaine At Mayport 
(FLORIDA TIMES-UNION 17 JUL 12) ... William Browning 

Blow. Stardust. Racehorse Charlie. Candy. 
 

14. Eisenhower Carrier Strike Group Arrives In U.S. 5th Fleet 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 17 JUL 12) ... Eisenhower Carrier Strike Group Public Affairs 

USS DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER AT SEA -- The Eisenhower Carrier Strike Group (IKE CSG) arrived in the U.S. 5th Fleet area 
of operations (AOO) on July 17. 

 
15. Dealing With Waste Aboard An Aircraft Carrier 
(KTXL FOX SACRAMENTO 17 JUL 12) ... Sabrina Rodriguez 

ABOARD THE USS JOHN C. STENNIS — An aircraft carrier like the USS John C. Stennis is massive, but any space on the 
ship is critical. 

 
16. Abraham Lincoln Visits Turkey 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 17 JUL 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Carlos M. Vazquez II, USS Abraham Lincoln 
Public Affairs 

ANTALYA, Turkey -- Sailors assigned to the Nimitz-class aircraft carrier USS Abraham Lincoln (CVN 72) and embarked 
Carrier Air Wing (CVW) 2 arrived in Antalya, Turkey, for a scheduled port visit, July 17. 

 
17. Peleliu Participates In Anti-Terrorism/Force Protection Exercise 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 17 JUL 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Derek Stroop, USS Peleliu Public Affairs 

SAN DIEGO -- Sailors and Marines aboard amphibious assault ship USS Peleliu (LHA 5) participated in a series of anti-terrorism 
and force protection training scenarios aboard Naval Base San Diego, July 17. 
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18. Ukraine, U.S. Pilots Fly On Sea Breeze Patrols 
(RIA NOVOSTI 17 JUL 12) 

KIEV -- Ukrainian and American naval aircrew are taking part in joint patrol flights in the Black Sea this week as part of the 
international Sea Breeze 2012 military exercises which started on July 9 in the port city of Odessa, the Ukrainian Defense Ministry 
said on Tuesday. 

 
19. Turkish Midshipmen Embark USS Jason Dunham 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 17 JUL 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class William Jamieson, USS Jason Dunham Public 
Affairs 

BLACK SEA -- USS Jason Dunham (DDG 109) is hosting two Turkish Naval Academy midshipmen July 17, as part of the 
Foreign Exchange Midshipmen Program during Exercise Sea Breeze 2012 (SB12). 

 
20. Underwood Sailors Renovate Youth Camp In Jamaica 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 17 JUL 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Frank J. Pikul, U.S. Naval Forces Southern 
Command & U.S. 4th Fleet Public Affairs 

MONTPELIER, Jamaica -- Ten Sailors assigned to the Oliver Hazard Perry-class guided-missile frigate USS Underwood (FFG 
36) participated in a community relations (COMREL) project at the Montpelier Youth Camp in Montpelier, Jamaica, July 16. 

 

GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
21. Skill Is Honed At Sea 
Russian Ships in Far East Exercises, Preparing for International Maneuvers 
(MOSCOW KRASNAYA ZVEZDA 17 JUL 12) ... Andrey Gavrilenko 

Several Pacific Fleet ship groups have left their bases and set course for the high seas to take part in a two-sided command-staff 
exercise of troops and forces of the Eastern Military District. 

 
22. Russia To Take Delivery Of BrahMos 
(DEFENSE NEWS 17 JUL 12) ... Vivek Raghuvanshi 

NEW DELHI — Russia will begin taking delivery of the BrahMos supersonic cruise missile being built in India as a joint Indo-
Russian venture. The decision followed a July 17 meeting here between visiting Russian Deputy Prime Minister Dmitry Rogoz and 
Indian Defence Minister A.K. Antony, Indian Defence Ministry sources said. 

 
23. Second Boeing Plane For Indian Navy Completes First Flight 
(INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE 17 JUL 12) ... Arun Kumar 

WASHINGTON -- The second of the eight long-range maritime reconnaissance and anti-submarine warfare P-8I aircraft Boeing 
is building for the Indian Navy has completed its initial flight. 

 
24. Indonesia President Warns Over South China Sea 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 17 JUL 12) 

Indonesian President Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono Tuesday said there would be no quick resolution to competing territorial 
claims in the South China Sea, warning tensions must not be allowed to escalate. 

 
25. Indonesian Navy Wants Aust Co-Operation 
(AUSTRALIAN ASSOCIATED PRESS 16 JUL 12) ... Karlis Salna 

A high-ranking officer with the Indonesian navy says greater co-operation with Australia is crucial to combat people smuggling 
and stem the flow of asylum seeker boats to Christmas Island. 

 
26. Israeli Navy Sees Success In Simulator Investment 
(TRAINING & SIMULATION JOURNAL 16 JUL 12) ... Barbara Opall-Rome 

HAIFA, Israel — Intensified investment in simulated training is paying off for the Israel Navy, with officers here crediting 
operational and tactical submarine trainers and a new battle group bridge simulator for considerable savings and surging readiness. 

 
27. German Navy Will Train Algerian Sailors 
(DEFENSE NEWS 17 JUL 12) ... Albrecht Müller 

BONN — The German Navy will train Algerian sailors to safely operate ships and helicopters in maritime traffic, according to 
the German Defense Ministry, which confirmed that such a contract had been signed with its Algerian counterpart. 
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PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
28. #SAAM: Sexual Assault Prevention And Response Mobile Training Team Visits NAS Pensacola 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 17 JUL 12) ... Ed Barker, Naval Education and Training Command Public Affairs 

PENSACOLA, Fla. -- The Florida/Central Command Sexual Assault Prevention and Response (SAPR) Master Mobile Training 
Team (MMTT) visited NAS Pensacola to provide training to command leadership, July 13-16. 

 
29. Troops Rank, Compare Benefits In Survey 
(NAVY TIMES 23 JUL 12) ... Rick Maze 

A controversial new report on military compensation reveals unusual choices among current and former service members asked to 
weigh the relative value of their benefits. 

 
30. Separating Sailors Get Advice On Job Interview Strategies 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 17 JUL 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Monique K. Hilley, Commander, Navy Installations 
Command Public Affairs 

WASHINGTON -- The outplacement service company the Navy has contracted to personally coach and assist Sailors separating 
through the Enlisted Retention Board (ERB) is helping Sailors with job interview techniques. 

 
31. Former SEAL Gets 17 Years In Prison 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 17 JUL 12) ... Nathan Max 

A former Coronado-based Navy SEAL who was convicted last fall of 13 weapons charges has been sentenced to 17½ years in 
federal prison and three years of supervised released, the Department of Justice announced Tuesday. 

 

FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
32. Civilian Workforce Faces Brutal Consequences Under Sequestration 
(FEDERAL NEWS RADIO 18 JUL 12) ... Jared Serbu 

A report released Tuesday suggests that several hundred thousand federal jobs at civilian agencies would be on the chopping 
block within the next year if Congress lets the automatic budget cutting process known as sequestration go into effect. 

 
33. Exclusive: Study: Federal Cuts Could Cost 207,000 Virginia Jobs 
Only California would be hit worse by 'sequestration' 
(NEWPORT NEWS DAILY PRESS 17 JUL 12) ... Hugh Lessig 

Virginia would bear much of the pain if Congress allows deep budget cuts to take effect in January, according to a new study: a 
potential loss of more than 207,000 jobs that ranks it second only to California. 

 
34. Cuts Could Cost State Thousands Of Jobs 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 17 JUL 12) ... Nathan Max 

California stands to lose more jobs than any other state should automatic cuts in federal spending scheduled for Jan. 2 come to 
fruition, according to a report released Tuesday. 

 
35. House GOP Calls On Military Contractors To Testify On Potential Defense Cuts 
Hearing is part of effort to pin responsibility on Obama 
(WASHINGTON POST 18 JUL 12) ... Ed O’Keefe 

House Republicans will call on the leaders of major military contracting firms Wednesday to detail how they plan to deal with the 
roughly $500 billion in defense spending cuts set to take effect over the next decade. 

 
36. Democrats, Republicans Disagree On Short-Term Fix For Sequestration 
(DEFENSE NEWS 17 JUL 12) ... Kate Brannen 

Republicans and Democrats disagree over how to resolve sequestration: a short-term fix versus a long-term deal. 
 

37. Pentagon Official: No Plan To Counter Sequestration 
(DEFENSE NEWS 17 JUL 12) ... Barbara Opall-Rome 

WASHINGTON — Despite the “dire consequences” to U.S. national security of congressionally-threatened budgetary 
sequestration, the Pentagon has no plans to mitigate anticipated damage to domestic and international cooperative programs, a DoD 
official said. 
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38. Textron Poised For Challenges On Next LCAC 
(DEFENSE DAILY 18 JUL 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

Adapting the engines for the next generation of Navy and Marine Corps amphibious landing craft to a water environment will be 
a challenge for the program, but builder Textron is confident it has adequately accounted for any risk and expects to deliver the 
vehicles on time, a senior company executive said yesterday. 

 
39. Lockheed Martin Completes Testing Of Navy's First MUOS Satellite 
(DEFENSE DAILY 18 JUL 12) 

Lockheed Martin has competed on-orbit testing of the first Mobile User Objective System (MUOS) satellite, setting it up for the 
Navy's operational test and evaluation ahead of its August timeframe to begin operations, the defense contractor said yesterday. 

 
40. U.S. Navy Touts Cost Savings From Intel Squadron Cuts 
(C4ISR JOURNAL 17 JUL 12) ... Keith Button 

The U.S. Navy is decommissioning two spy plane squadrons that played key behind-the-scenes roles in conflicts dating back to 
the Cold War. 

 
41. iRobot Receives NAVSEA Robot Upgrade Order 
(DEFENSE DAILY 18 JUL 12) ... Ann Roosevelt 

iRobot Corp. yesterday said it received a $7.7 million order from the Naval Sea Systems Command (NAVSEA) for robot 
upgrades. 

 
42. Autonomous Robot Maps Ship Hulls For Mines 
(E! SCIENCE NEWS 17 JUL 12) 

For years, the U.S. Navy has employed human divers, equipped with sonar cameras, to search for underwater mines attached to 
ship hulls. The Navy has also trained dolphins and sea lions to search for bombs on and around vessels. 

 

BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
43. Navy Week: Female Pilots Talk About Flying, Ship Living 
Women are really taking off in the Navy 
(KTXL FOX SACRAMENTO 17 JUL 12) ... Sabrina Rodriguez 

ABOARD THE USS JOHN C. STENNIS— The days of the military being men only are done, women are a pretty dominant 
force including on the USS John C. Stennis. 

 
44. Buffalo Navy Week Planned For September 
Marking 200th anniversary of War of 1812, it will be first time Navy ships will visit Great Lakes since '99. 
(BUFFALO NEWS 17 JUL 12) ... Jon Harris 

Buffalo Mayor Byron W. Brown and U.S. Navy Rear Adm. Greg Nosal joined other officials today to announce that Buffalo 
Navy Week, commemorating the 200th anniversary of the War of 1812, will be held Sept. 10-17. 

 
45. City To Honor Lake Erie's Role In War Of 1812 
(TOLEDO BLADE 17 JUL 12) ... David Patch 

It's hard to imagine Lake Erie being the setting for a major naval battle in the current day, but that's just what happened toward the 
War of 1812's close nearly two centuries ago. 

 
46. Oceana Recognizes Virginia Beach Leaders, Citizens And First Responders 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 17 JUL 12) ... Cathy Heimer, NAS Oceana Public Affairs 

VIRGINIA BEACH, Va. -- First responders from the state of Virginia and City of Virginia Beach, who assisted in the aftermath 
of the April 6 crash of an F/A-18 Hornet, were publicly thanked during an informal event at the Oceana Officers' Club, July 16. 

 
47. Navy Hopes To Expand Silver Strand Complex 
Navy Proposes Plan For Storage Buildings, Classrooms 
(KGTV ABC SAN DIEGO 17 JUL 12) ... Bob Lawrence 

SAN DIEGO -- With the Pentagon's push to expand the number of Special Warfare Forces like Navy SEALs, Naval Base 
Coronado wants to expand some of the facilities at its Silver Strand Training Complex. 
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48. Penn State University Researchers Participate In Technology Exchange In Groton 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 17 JUL 12) ... Lt. Cmdr. Jennifer Cragg, Commander, Submarine Group 2 Public Affairs 

GROTON, Conn. -- The Director and Associate directors of the Applied Research Laboratory (ARL) at Pennsylvania State 
University participated in a technology exchange with submariners stationed at Naval Submarine Base New London, July 17. 

 
49. 3 Hovercraft Close To Sandbar Churn Up Complaints 
(HONOLULU STAR-ADVERTISER 17 JUL 12) ... William Cole 

Some big Navy hovercraft got a little too close for comfort for some at the Kaneohe Bay sandbar Monday. 
 

50. Navy To Disestablish Nine NJROTC Units 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 17 JUL 12) ... Naval Service Training Command Public Affairs 

GREAT LAKES, Ill. -- The Navy will disestablish nine Navy Junior Reserve Officers' Training Corps (NJROTC) units, effective 
June 30, 2013. 

 
51. Osprey Faces Challenges Before Full Operations Begin In October 
(YOMIURI SHIMBUN 18 JUL 12) 

U.S. Marine Corps' MV-22 Ospreys are scheduled to arrive in Japan on Tuesday, but some challenges must be overcome before 
full operations of the tilt-rotor aircraft can begin in October. 

 

NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
52. Ads Hit GOP Lawmakers For Opposing Navy Biofuels 
(THE HILL 17 JUL 12) ... Jeremy Herb 

A liberal-leaning national security group has a six-figure ad campaign attacking four Republicans, including potential vice 
presidential pick Sen. Rob Portman (R-Ohio) and House Majority Leader Eric Cantor (R-Va.), over their opposition to the Navy’s 
biofuels program. 

 
53. Military Skids Out On NASCAR Sponsorships 
(POLITICO 17 JUL 12) ... David Rogers 

Back when he was still trail boss for Howard and Phil’s Western Wear in California, Buck McKeon was invited down South by 
Wrangler Jeans to see its factory, take in the local track and meet a NASCAR legend. 

 
54. DOD Leads Drive Toward Healthier Lifestyles 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 17 JUL 12) ... Lisa Daniel 

WASHINGTON – The Defense Department is taking a leading role in a governmentwide effort to stop the nation’s obesity 
problem, Barbara Thompson, the director of DOD’s Office of Family Policy/Children and Youth, said. 

 
55. No Pot For PTSD, White House Says 
(NAVY TIMES 17 JUL 12) ... Patricia Kime 

An effort to persuade the Obama administration to legalize marijuana for sufferers of post-traumatic stress has met with a sound 
rejection from the White House. 

 
56. Guantánamo Judge Rejects Call For Him To Step Aside From USS Cole Trial 
(MIAMI HERALD 17 JUL 12) ... Carol Rosenberg 

The chief war court judge Tuesday declined to disqualify himself from presiding at the USS Cole capital murder case, dismissing 
defense objections to his post-retirement status and choice to preside at all the former CIA captives’ trials at Guantánamo. 

 
57. Could Fires At Shipyard Be Linked? 
Union boss suspicious; Navy offers $5,000 reward for tips 
(PORTSMOUTH (NH) HERALD 17 JUL 12) ... Deborah Mcdermott 

KITTERY, Maine — The president of the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard's largest union hinted Monday that the USS Miami fire on 
May 23 may be related to a small, second fire that occurred several weeks later and is the subject of a criminal probe. 

 
58. Navy Declares USS Edson Sea-Worthy, Destroyer To Begin Voyage To Saginaw River Tomorrow 
(BAY CITY (MI) NEWS 17 JUL 12) ... MacKenzie Burger 

PHILADELPHIA, PA — The 418-foot USS Edson naval destroyer is ready to begin its 2,436-mile voyage to Bay County, with 
help from multiple tug boats along the way. 
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OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
59. Asia's New Security Order 
Maneuvers by China, U.S. Force Rebalance 
(DEFENSE NEWS 16 JUL 12) ... Jochen Prantl 

Last week, East Asia witnessed a whirlwind of high-level ASEAN-plus meetings in Phnom Penh, Cambodia, to discuss regional 
security issues. Tensions over disputed waters in the South China Sea especially have kept the region in the cusp of crisis. The 
maritime standoff between China and the Philippines at the Scarborough Shoal reef area in April served as a strong reminder that the 
region lacks commonly agreed standards for dispute settlement. Although formulating a joint code of conduct for the South China Sea 
may help to build mutual trust and facilitate cooperation (it was announced that elements of such a code were agreed upon), this will 
not resolve the dispute. 

 
60. The Danger Of Miscalculation In Disputed South China Sea 
(SOUTH CHINA MORNING POST (HONG KONG) 17 JUL 12) ... George Torode 

After a bruising Asean meeting that only deepened divisions over the South China Sea, there was barely disguised mirth among 
some Filipino and Vietnamese envoys last Friday over news that a Chinese naval frigate had run aground on a disputed shoal near the 
Philippine island of Palawan. 

 
61. Military Child Care: Model For The State 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 17 JUL 12) ... Editorials 

Improved and expanded military child care centers shrink waiting lists and parents' anxiety over leaving their little ones while 
they work. 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. #Energy Security Is Critical To National Security 
(NAVY LIVE BLOG 17 JUL 12) ... Vice Adm. Philip Cullom 

This week, as part of the international Rim of the Pacific 
Exercise, the Navy embarks on the largest demonstration of 
military operations using renewable biofuel. This is an 
important moment in our Navy’s history because, since the 
advent of modern reciprocating engines we have relied upon 
energy dense liquid fuels that come from petroleum. In the 
modern age of warfare, energy is fundamental to our 
warfighting. We use it in our aircraft, ships, and expeditionary 
vehicles, and throughout our shore infrastructure. 
Unfortunately, this makes fuel both an indispensible enabler of 
our warfighting and a major potential liability. 

As we look ahead, we will likely continue to use some 
form of energy dense liquid hydrocarbon fuels for the next 
half century due to the long lead time to design and build ships 
and aircraft, as well as the planned lifetimes – some as long as 
40 years – of those assets. Despite an occasional respite in the 
relentless upward trend in fuel prices, few would debate that 
the volatility and trend are generally in any direction other 
than up. As a result, when there are unpredictable spikes in the 
price of fuel, our Sailors and Marines are likely to fly less, 
steam less, and train less. 

This is not an insubstantial expense, and we 
cannot, and should not, trade readiness for fuel. That is 
why this moment is so important and why the Navy 
program to become more energy efficient and to 
pursue all viable alternative sources of energy…an 
offramp from petroleum…are necessary to us being 
able to fight today or tomorrow. 
Advanced 2nd and 3rd generation alternative fuels, such 

as those we are experimenting with during RIMPAC, will 
allow us to continue to perform our mission in a manner that 
frees us from relying upon a diminishing resource. As drop-in 
replacements, these fuels look, smell, and act like petroleum 
fuels and, most importantly, do not saddle the Navy with 
refitting the Fleet with new engines that burn different fuels or 
a supply system that must separately handle different kinds of 
fuels. 

As with the development of any new technology or 
product, up-front research and development costs in 
alternative fuels are a necessary part of getting to a new way 

to power the Fleet. In the meantime, the Navy, other military 
services, federal agencies, and now commercial aviation 
companies, are creating demand for alternative fuels and 
introducing real competition in the global fuel market. 
Technological advances and demand are beginning to drive 
economies of scale and production quantities that can drive 
down the costs of alternative fuels. The same thing happened 
to petroleum in the late 19th Century, dropping the price of 
Pennsylvania and Texas petroleum by a factor of several 
hundred until it became the cheap source of fuel that saw us 
through World War II and into the modern age. More recently, 
think back to the price tag on the first Blue Ray player you 
saw just a few short years ago. When introduced in 2006, 
those devices sold for about 500 dollars. Today they sell for 
well under 100 dollars. The same can be expected to happen 
with some biofuels and other forms of alternative energy. 

Though alternative fuels receive a lot of media attention, 
it must be remembered that the Navy’s energy program, is not 
just about new sources of fuel. Our energy efforts in efficiency 
place warfighting first by extending the range and reducing the 
refueling vulnerability of Navy combat assets. Greater energy 
performance enables us to operate forward with a reduced 
logistical tail. 

Identifying domestic alternatives to petroleum will 
help ensure the Navy and the nation will be ready when 
the next international oil shock occurs, as it inevitably 
will. 
Energy is an integeral part of warfighting. It has been 

since the Industrial Revolution, and that’s not about to change. 
If you are a Sailor, government civilian or a contractor on the 
Navy team reading this blog, I ask you to do your part by 
thinking Energy in everything you do. If you are merely an 
interested reader, I encourage you to read as much as you can 
about energy and figure out what you can do to help find new 
solutions to this our greatest challenge of the 21st Century. I 
believe our future will depend on it. 

Vice Admiral Philip Cullom is Deputy Chief of Naval 
Operations for Fleet Readiness and Logistics. 

View Related Video Clips 
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2. In The Pacific, New Interest In War Games 
San Diego ships in biggest-ever naval exercises 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 17 JUL 12) ... Jeanette Steele 

HONOLULU — The San Diego warship Princeton 
maybe didn’t win the shooting competition Monday, despite 
the crew’s hard work in the Hawaii heat. 

Its five-inch gun blew a fuse after a few shots, thereby 
showing the point of the Rim of the Pacific exercises every 
two years: to practice major naval maneuvers. 

As the Pentagon shifts its focus to the Pacific after 11 
years of desert warfare, the number of nations attracted to 
these month-long international maritime war games has 
exploded. 

Twenty-two countries — notably Russia for the first time 
— paid their own way to Hawaii, even a 21-man contingent of 

Marines from tiny Tonga and a platoon of Malaysian army 
rangers. Two years ago the list was 14 nations long, and in 
2008 there were 10. 

While bullets are still flying in Afghanistan, naval 
abilities may be the focus in the future. China’s military 
growth is raising concern, including its efforts toward putting 
to sea up to three aircraft carriers this decade. 

The war games started in earnest this week. More than 40 
ships — including 22 U.S. Navy vessels, five from San Diego 
— are taking a turn at tasks such as firing their five-inch guns 
and Harpoon anti-ship missiles at distant targets. 
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On the Australian frigate Perth, the shooting “rodeo” 
Monday was the first time this year that the ship had fired its 
five-inch gun — named for the shells that measure five inches 
in diameter. To load it, Australian sailors carried each three-
foot-long shell by hand and gingerly locked it into the firing 
shaft. 

On the cruiser Princeton, most of the 350-person crew had 
never witnessed a Harpoon shot like the one Tuesday, the first 
strike against the decommissioned supply ship Concord. 

Sailors on the San Diego cruiser gathered on the decks to 
see the missile, which shot out of a tube on the Princeton’s 
stern. First came the ignition sound, like a mini rocket launch, 
then the 15-foot missile arched into the air, disappearing 
quickly out of sight. 

About two minutes later, it hit the ex-Concord floating 20 
miles away. 

The ship was scheduled to take hits from American and 
Canadian jets and finally a Canadian submarine before it sank 
in deep water. 

Capt. John Clausen, Princeton commanding officer, said 
the preparation was intense because it was a single shot. It 
requires precise data-crunching to hit a location beyond the 
horizon. 

“I’ve been in the Navy 25 years, and this is the first time 
I’ve fired a Harpoon,” he said. “We don’t have a lot of 
opportunities to do this.” 

He added, “Mostly importantly, we hit the right target.” 
The main event of this year’s Rim of the Pacific exercise 

is arguably today’s so-called great green fleet demonstration, 
something that became unexpectedly controversial this spring. 

Secretary of the Navy Ray Mabus announced his “green 
fleet” plan in 2009 as the cornerstone of his push to ease the 
Navy and Marine Corps away from dependence on foreign oil. 

The green fleet demonstration is expected to show that an 
aircraft carrier group, including two destroyers, a cruiser and 
Navy jets and helicopters, can all run on biofuel or nuclear 
power. In 2016, the Navy hopes to dispatch a green carrier 
group on a regular six-month deployment. 

But Republican legislators balked after reports of how 
much the Navy paid — more than $15 a gallon for a 
combination of cooking oil and algae blended with petroleum, 
instead of $4 for a gallon of regular fuel. 

The 2013 defense bill, still pending in Congress, contains 
language that would block the U.S. military from buying 
biofuel if it costs more than fossil fuel. 

Mabus and Chief of Naval Operations Jonathan Greenert 
are expected in Hawaii to observe the demonstration from the 
carrier Nimitz. The Navy has said the fuels are still in the 
experimental phase and must drop in cost before they could be 
used regularly. 

An Australian frigate will sail as part of the group to show 
Australia’s commitment to biofuel. That country is expected to 
sign a memorandum of understanding with the U.S. Navy that 
both will work toward using alternative fuels. 

Australia is also heading in another new direction: 
amphibious ships, which are vessels that carry troops to sea 
and deposit them on land. The nation is building a new 
amphibious ship that will be its largest warship. Having no 
Marines, Australia will train a special brigade of its soldiers to 
work from boats. 

Some of those troops were aboard the amphibious assault 
ship Essex this week, practicing landings with the U.S. 
Marines from Kaneohe Bay. The Australians aren’t alone in 
their interest. 

The mess hall of the San Diego-based Essex held almost a 
United Nations of foreign uniforms: Tongans, Indonesians, 
Malaysians, South Koreans, Japanese and six other nations. 

“Whether it’s responding to a disaster, or it’s just a 
security operation, the ability to put forces ashore from a ship, 
they can all use that capability,” said Capt. Jonathan Harnden, 
Essex commanding officer. 

On Sunday night, some of the Asian contingents sang 
native songs while sitting in the hangar bay. The Tongan 
Marines also demonstrated a pre-battle war dance called 
“sipitau.” 

Not to be outdone, the Canadian Marines were planning 
to convert the flight deck into a hockey court, Canada versus 
the United States and other countries. 

“We’ll see if we can get some of those Tongans and 
Malays and Indonesians to play with us,” said Capt. Joker 
Jenkins, the Essex’s executive officer. “I’m sure the 
Canadians are going to whip up on us.” 

For the Princeton, the crew will find out how they fared in 
the shooting competition at the end of the exercises in early 
August. A “rodeo” winner is announced. It comes with a 
trophy and bragging rights. 
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3. NAVSUP Provides Biofuel For RIMPAC Great Green Fleet Demo 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 17 JUL 12) ... Kathy Adams, Naval Supply Systems Command 

MECHANICSBURG, Pa. - Naval Supply Systems 
Command (NAVSUP) issued a biofuel mix to the USNS 
Henry J. Kaiser (T-AO-187), several U.S. aircraft, and one 
Australian helicopter for use during the Rim of the Pacific 
(RIMPAC) exercise and the Great Green Fleet demonstration 
July 18. 

The issue supports one of the Secretary of the Navy's 
Energy goals -- to deploy a carrier strike group on biofuel. 

The NAVSUP Energy Office, a charter member of the 
"Great Green Task Force," provides Naval bulk petroleum, 
oils, and lubricants (POL) logistics support services to 
operational commanders and is the Navy and Marine Corps' 
service control point for bulk POL, known as "Class III" in 

joint logistics. This includes all things related to fuel from 
policy, management, inventory, engineering support, 
requirements determination and fuel quality and control. 

"Reducing our dependence on foreign oil is strategic in 
many ways," said Rear Adm. Mark Heinrich, commander, 
Naval Supply Systems Command and chief of Supply Corps. 
"What the Navy has done with alternative fuels in the short-
term is going to create opportunities to make a long-term dent 
in our traditional fossil fuel usage. Simply parking the ship at 
the pier because the price of fuel gets too high isn't an option." 

The Great Green Task Force was established to oversee 
the logistics and planning for the ongoing effort to deploy a 
Great Green Fleet in 2016. As a member of this task force, 



 10

NAVSUP Energy is charged with leading the Fuel 
Requirements and Acquisition Group. 

NAVSUP Energy was also given the task of managing all 
fuel logistics for the July 2012 Great Green Fleet demo. 
Special fuel accounting procedures for the biofuel blends were 
developed in tandem with Defense Logistics Agency (DLA) 
Energy and fleet stakeholders for use in this exercise. 

NAVSUP Fleet Logistics Center Puget Sound, 
Bremerton, Wash., was chosen as the approved biofuel storage 
site for the Great Green Fleet event. 

The Navy and Marine Corps are 28 percent of DOD's 
usage for all fuel products, with an annual usage of 32.4 
million barrels (1.4 billion gallons). This equates to almost 
$4.2 billion in sales. 

"I understand there is concern about the current costs of 
alternative fuels," said Capt. Willie Robohn, director, 
NAVSUP Energy Office. "We need to work with industry 
now while prices are relatively stable to develop the 
production capability for alternative fuels. The cost would be 
so much greater during a period of crisis." 

Co-located with DLA Energy in Fort Belvoir, Va., 
NAVSUP Energy also partners with the fuel offices of the Air 
Force Petroleum Agency and the Army Petroleum Center. 

NAVSUP manages 16 deep-water terminals, primarily 
co-located with the NAVSUP Fleet Logistics Centers, and 26 
air station operations, to include joint base operations at Joint 
Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam and Joint Reserve Bases at Fort 
Worth, Texas, and New Orleans, La. Additionally, NAVSUP 
Energy provides oversight support to 20 Marine Corps air 
stations and ground operations under the operational control of 
their respective Marine Corps Air Stations and Bases. The 
Class III, bulk petroleum supply chain for the Department of 
Defense is a collaborative effort with the Defense Logistics 
Agency that began in 1992. Their expertise and working 
capital funding have created a joint, end-to-end supply chain 
that has been optimized over the past 20 years through the 
integrated material management of DOD fuel products. This 
partnership is a key component of the DoD's joint logistics 
capability. 
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4. Great Green Fleet May Turn The Tide For Green Energy 
(EPOCH TIMES 17 JUL 12) ... Paul Darin & Lisa Wederspahn 

The U.S. Navy’s Great Green Fleet could push our 
military into a new strategy that increases our combat 
readiness and resilience. The fleet will be powered by a 50–50 
blend of conventional and alternative biofuels. 

The program, started in 2009 by Secretary of the Navy 
(SECNAV) Ray Mabus, aims to reduce or eliminate an 
extreme military vulnerability: dependence upon foreign oil. 

The Great Green Fleet is one of many ideas instituted by 
SECNAV Mabus that could change the way the military uses 
energy. The fleet was named in honor of the Great White 
Fleet, which helped establish the United States as a world 
power under the administration of President Theodore 
Roosevelt in the early 20th century. 

“The Navy has always valued energy as a tactical and 
strategic resource,” a Navy official told The Epoch Times in 
an email. “It was the Navy that went from wind to coal in the 
1800s and transformed again to oil in the early 1900s. And in 
the 1950s, the Navy pioneered nuclear power.” 

Currently, the fleet is in the demonstration phase of its 
operations, which precedes its official deployment in 2016. 

“The Great Green Fleet will demonstrate another energy 
transformation that has the potential to strengthen our energy 
security by unleashing the military from the tether of oil.” 

A demonstration on July 18 will be conducted next week 
during this year’s Rim of the Pacific event, the world’s largest 
international maritime exercise. The Great Green Fleet 
participants will be the USS Nimitz (CVN 68) and Carrier Air 
Wing Eleven, the USS Chafee (DDG 90), the USS Chung 
Hoon (DDG 93), the USS Princeton (CG 59), and the USNS 
Henry J Kaiser (T-AO 187). 

“It’s a multination exercise, a test for aircraft out of a 
controlled environment,” Navy Lt. Richlyn Neal told The 
Epoch Times. 

The demonstration will further evaluate the efficiency of 
the alternative fuels, which include nuclear or advanced 
biofuel blends. The 50–50 mixtures of biofuel are made from 
used cooking oil, algae, and conventional petroleum-based 
marine diesel, or aviation fuel. 

“The Great Green Fleet provides a great opportunity of 
operational testing—it is intended to test, evaluate, and 
demonstrate the cross-platform utility and functionality of 
advanced biofuels,” said the Navy official. “It essentially 
serves as the ‘final exam’ for the Navy’s testing and 
qualification of hydrotreated renewable fuels.” 

Navy surface ships will be powered using 350,000 gallons 
of hydroprocessed renewable diesel (HRD-76) blended with 
an equal amount of conventional marine diesel. 

Aircraft will be powered with 100,000 gallons of 
hydroprocessed renewable jet fuel (HRJ-5) blended with 
conventional jet fuel. 

Additionally, the fleet will utilize many energy efficiency 
measures, including LED solid-state lighting, gas turbine 
online water wash to help reduce fuel consumption, shipboard 
energy dashboard to view real-time energy demands, Smart 
Voyage Planning Decision Aid to optimize route mapping, 
and stern flaps, which will reduce drag and turbulence under 
the ship. 

“By increasing energy efficiency (through technology 
improvements and behaviors) while at sea, we can achieve 
greater range and reduce vulnerability by decreasing the 
frequency of replenishments,” said the Navy official in his 
email. 

“Improving energy efficiency increases combat capability 
of our war fighters.” 

Return to Index 
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5. Navy Proceeding With Alternative Fuel Plan 
(STARS AND STRIPES 17 JUL 12) ... Erik Slavin 

YOKOSUKA NAVAL BASE, Japan -- The Navy’s plan 
to use alternative fuels for half of its fleet by 2020 is 
proceeding, despite defense bill markups in both houses of 
Congress that could block all military spending on such forms 
of power, the service’s top civilian said Monday. 

Secretary of the Navy Ray Mabus said he hoped the 
service ultimately would persuade lawmakers to allow 
continued purchases of costly biofuels and other energy 
sources due to unpredictable oil prices and supplies. 

“I know we’ve got a lot of support in Congress,” Mabus 
told Stars and Stripes following a talk with sailors at 
Yokosuka Naval Base. “People recognize that we’re not doing 
this for environmental reasons, we’re not doing it because it’s 
a good thing to do. We’re doing it to remove... one of the 
biggest vulnerabilities I see for us as a military and as a 
nation.” 

Mabus’ comments come just as the “Great Green Fleet” is 
presenting the largest display ever of biofueled naval power at 

the multinational Rim of the Pacific exercise in Hawaii this 
week. 

If the most current versions of the defense bill become 
law, the Navy may not see another green fleet for a very long 
time. 

The Navy spent $12 million -- about $27 per gallon -- on 
450,000 gallons of fuel mixed from waste cooking oil and 
algae oil for the demonstration in Hawaii, according to service 
estimates. Conventional fuel currently costs the Navy $3.60 
per gallon, according to a recent Reuters report. 

For every $10 increase in a barrel of oil, the Defense 
Department spends an additional $1.4 billion, according to 
Phyllis Cuttino, director of the Pew Project on National 
Security, Energy and Climate, which advocates the Navy’s 
program. The Navy’s share of such an increase would be 
about $310 million, according to Senate transcripts. 

Over the next three years, the Defense, Energy and 
Agriculture departments plan to jointly spend $510 million on 
domestic biofuels in a White House-backed initiative. 
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6. Senators Gird For Fight Over U.S. Navy's 'Green Fleet' 
(REUTERS 17 JUL 12) ... Roberta Rampton and Susan Cornwell 

WASHINGTON -- U.S. senators who support the 
Pentagon's push to expand its use of biofuels said they have a 
plan to answer critics who argue the fuel is far too expensive 
to help develop at a time when the military faces massive cuts. 

The battle on Capitol Hill comes as the U.S. Navy's 
"Great Green Fleet" prepares to run military exercises in the 
central Pacific that will, on Thursday, feature its first 
operational test of biofuels. 

The U.S. military is the world's largest single buyer of oil. 
The Obama administration has argued "Green Fleet" spending 
on biofuels could help boost production to commercial levels, 
eventually lowering prices for alternatives to oil, and reducing 
dependence on supplies from the Middle East. 

For Thursday's demonstration project, the Navy paid more 
than $26 per gallon for the fuel, made from renewable sources 
like algae and chicken fat, a $12-million outlay that sparked 
congressional anger. 

Republican critics of the biofuel plan, led by senators 
John McCain and James Inhofe, found enough support within 
the Senate Armed Services Committee in May for two 
proposals that could limit additional spending. 

The measures would stop spending on fuels that cost 
more than conventional fuels, and prevent spending on 
refineries that would help scale up production of still-
experimental fuels. They were added to a bill authorizing 
defense programs in 2013. 

'Substantive Debate' Ahead 
But "Green Fleet" supporters are fighting back. 
"We have bipartisan support to undo the work of the 

committee," said Senator Mark Udall, a Democrat from 
Colorado who is leading the charge. 

When the defense authorization bill reaches the Senate 
floor, Udall said biofuels supporters may try to amend it to 
expressly authorize the Navy to develop biofuels to power 
ships and aircraft - or they could hold a vote to remove the 
McCain and Inhofe provisions. 

"It will be a substantive debate," Udall told Reuters. "I 
think the story, when it's told, will generate wide support" for 
defense spending on renewable energy, he said. 

Senators Susan Collins, a Republican, and Jeanne 
Shaheen, a Democrat, wrote an opinion piece in Politico 
earlier this week signaling their support for overturning the 
Armed Services panel's biofuels changes. 

"We hope to correct that short-sighted mistake when the 
bill reaches the Senate floor," Shaheen and Collins wrote. 

Senator Carl Levin, the Democratic chairman of the 
Armed Services Committee, said he also hopes to see a 
change. 

"They are going to try to put it back, which is great. I'm 
all for it," Levin told reporters outside the Senate. 

A new six-figure television advertising campaign by 
military veterans is targeting lawmakers in six states - starting 
with Senator Rob Portman in Ohio - who voted to restrict 
military spending on biofuels. 

The campaign is organized by the Truman National 
Security Project, a left-leaning advocacy group on military, 
energy and foreign policy issues. 

McCain: Fight Will Continue 
McCain told Reuters he knows colleagues who support 

biofuels will try to overturn his spending curbs. 
"But we will continue to fight," McCain said. "I was just 

reading, it's the cost of one destroyer - $1.8 billion extra - they 
want to spend on this green technology. 

"The fact is, I just do not believe that we need to spend 
that kind of money on it," McCain said. 

Inhofe wrote to President Barack Obama on Wednesday 
urging him to push Congress to repeal restrictions on military 
spending on fuels made with coal or natural gas, a measure 
that was part of a 2007 energy law. 

That would "introduce more competition" into the 
military fuels market and bring down costs, Inhofe said in his 
letter. 
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Republican Senator Charles Grassley said the military 
should be allowed to continue its "investment" so the United 
States can develop more alternative fuels. 

"Nobody would doubt that there's a lot of money maybe 
wasted in the process of research, but there's more good comes 
out of it than bad," Grassley told Reuters. 

Grassley, known for his backing of ethanol made from 
corn grown in his home state of Iowa, said he believes the 

powerful U.S. oil industry is behind a series of efforts to pare 
back government support for biofuels. 

House Republicans have proposed cutting Agriculture 
Department programs aimed at developing new types of 
biofuels, and are also questioning a federal mandate that 
ensures refiners blend gasoline with ethanol and other 
biofuels. 

"It's Big Oil. They don't want any competition. They want 
to control everything," Grassley said. 
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7. CNO Commemorates 68th Anniversary Of Guam Liberation 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 18 JUL 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Kyle P. Malloy Chief of Naval Operations Public 
Affairs 

WASHINGTON – Chief of Naval Operations (CNO) 
Adm. Jonathan Greenert attended the Wreath-Laying 
Ceremony for the National Commemoration of the 68th 
Anniversary of the Liberation of Guam and the Battle for the 
Northern Marianas at the Tomb of the Unknowns in the 
Arlington National Cemetery, July 17. 

Following the ceremony CNO recognized the significance 
of remembering our history and the veterans who have gone 
before us. 

“We remember our veterans, Sailors & Marines,” said 
Greenert. “Many who paid the ultimate sacrifice during the 
Battle for the Northern Marianas.” 

He highlighted the partnership between United States and 
Guam, and how this important relationship continues today. 

“Guam and our Navy have a proud, shared history, and 
many of Guam's sons and daughters continue to honorably 
serve our country today,” said Greenert. 

The event focused on the importance of supporting events 
like the wreath-laying ceremony so that pivotal moments in a 
nation's history and the Navy’s history can continue to be 
recognized. 

“It was a great honor to join this special event,” said 
Greenert. “Thanks to all those who supported.” 

Greenert was joined by members of Congress, the 
Honorable Madeleine Z. Bordallo and The Honorable 
Gregorio Kilili Camacho Sablan, along with flag and general 
officers from all services to recognize the sacrifices of the 
United States servicemembers who gave their lives to liberate 
the people of Guam during WWII. 
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8. Sacramento Navy Week Opens With Mayor's Proclamation 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 17 JUL 12) ... Senior Chief Mass Communication Specialist Susan Hammond, Navy Office of Community 
Outreach Public Affairs 

SACRAMENTO, Calif. -- Sacramento Navy Week 2012 
officially kicked off July 16, with a Mayoral proclamation at 
Sacramento's city hall. 

Navy Week runs through July 22, and is packed with 
events to give area residents an opportunity to meet Sailors 
and learn about the Navy's capabilities. 

Commanding Officer of Navy Operational Support Center 
(NOSC) Sacramento Capt. Stephen Cheeley, and Sailors from 
the Virginia-class submarine USS California (SSN-781) were 
on hand at city hall to promote the event. 

"This a great opportunity to share what the Navy is all 
about, especially to the people of Sacramento who may not be 
familiar with the Navy and what its people, programs and 
assets are designed to do," said Cheeley, whose Reserve 
Sailors are participating and volunteering for color guards and 
community outreach events. 

Later in the week, Commander, Navy Region Southwest, 
Rear Adm. Dixon R. Smith, will engage business, 
government, education and civic leaders as he discusses how 
the Navy is serving at home and around the world. 

Sacramento is one of 15 Navy Weeks scheduled 
nationwide in 2012, and is designed to raise awareness about 
the Navy in areas that traditionally do not have a naval 
presence. This is the first time since 2008, that Sacramento has 
been chosen to host Navy Week. 

NOSC Sacramento Sailors kicked off events with a color 
guard ceremony at the opening of the California State Fair. 
The Explosive Ordinance Disposal (EOD) team, the Navy 
Band Destroyers, and the Navy simulator will provide 
demonstrations at the Fair, July 18-19. 

This year's events will also include a Clean Energy 
Technology Showcase and various community activities 
(Habitat for Humanity, Ronald McDonald House, Boys Scouts 
of America) that will be on display at various venues. 

Throughout the week, Sacramento locals will be able to 
meet with Sailors from the Nimitz-class aircraft carrier USS 
Theodore Roosevelt (CVV-71), EOD Mobile Unit Three and 
Navy Recruiting District San Francisco. 
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CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
9. U.S. Offers Condolences To India After Fatal Ship Shooting 
India has called for an investigation after a Navy vessel fired on a fishing boat in the Persian Gulf. One 
Indian fisherman was killed and three others injured. 
(LOS ANGELES TIMES 17 JUL 12) ... Mark Magnier 

NEW DELHI — The U.S. Embassy in India expressed its 
condolences Tuesday after an American refueling ship in the 
Persian Gulf opened fire on a fishing boat, killing one Indian 
and wounding three others. India has called for an 
investigation by the United Arab Emirates, in whose waters 
the shooting took place. 

In a statement, the embassy said the United States was 
launching its own investigation, but repeated previous U.S. 
suggestions that the use of force was justified given that the 
small motorized vessel was approaching the Navy fuel 
resupply ship Rappahannock on Monday at a rapid pace and 
failed to heed several warnings to turn away. The Navy has 
said the signals were sent by radio, loudspeakers and flashing 
lights. 

Lt. Greg Raelson, a public affairs official with the U.S. 
5th Fleet in Bahrain, said he couldn't say whether the 
admonitions were in English, Arabic or another language but 
said the Navy issued a "series of nonlethal warnings" as part 
of routine efforts to protect itself. He declined to predict how 
long an investigation might take. 

The Navy has been wary of small boats getting too close 
to warships since the October 2000 suicide attack on the U.S. 
destroyer Cole in Yemen that killed 17 Sailors and injured 39. 

The fishing vessel hit by the Rappahannock's .50-caliber 
machine guns Monday afternoon was about 30 feet long with 
three outboard engines and a crew of four Indians and two 
United Arab Emirate nationals, according to news reports. 

Despite the U.S. assertions, one of the Indian fishermen 
aboard the boat that was attacked insisted by telephone from 
his hospital bed in the United Arab Emirates that the shots 
came without verbal warning. 

"We were shocked to come under attack like this," said 
Sarvana, who goes by one name. "There was no time to react. 
We didn't know what hit us." 

Sarvana said the fishermen were headed in the same 
direction as the U.S. naval vessel, which they saw, but veered 
off in a different direction to deal with an engine problem. The 
U.S. ship flashed some lights at them, he said, but given the 

bright sunlight the fishermen were unsure what the signals 
meant. Then the ship fired on them. 

Sarvana was hit twice in the thigh, and his colleague 
Shekar, 25, was killed on the spot. Another crew member, 
Muthu Muniyaraj, 28, was hit twice in the legs; a third, Muthu 
Kannan, 35, was struck in the mouth and stomach and was in a 
critical condition. The two emirate sailors hid near the boat's 
engines the moment the firing started and weren't hurt. 

The emirate government hadn't questioned the fishermen 
or taken any other action, Sarvana said, adding that they were 
satisfied with the care at the hospital, which employs Indian 
doctors. 

Monday's incident occurred close to the Strait of Hormuz, 
about 10 miles off the port of Jebel Ali. Iran has threatened to 
block international shipping through the strait in retaliation for 
economic sanctions imposed because of its disputed nuclear 
program. 

Amid mounting tension, the U.S. said this week that it 
would send the aircraft carrier John C. Stennis to the Persian 
Gulf region by the end of September, about four months ahead 
of schedule, to replace the carrier Enterprise. The Stennis will 
serve both as a hedge against Iran and to support combat air 
operations in Afghanistan. 

About 40% of the world's seaborne oil exports passes 
through the Strait of Hormuz. 

Indian fishermen have found themselves in the cross-fire 
of anti-piracy and counter-terrorism operations lately. This 
week's incident follows one in February in which two Indian 
fishermen were shot dead off the coast of India by an Italian 
cargo vessel that mistook them for pirates, creating diplomatic 
tensions between the two nations. 

Recent killings of fishermen in "freak incidents" are a 
matter of great concern, said Julian Teeler, deputy head of the 
South Indian Federation of Fishermen Societies. The trade 
group planned to warn its members to be more vigilant and 
maintain a wider perimeter around large official-looking 
vessels, he said. 
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10. Double Probe Into U.S. Navy Sea Shooting 
UAE Launches Probe Into U.S. Navy Shooting Incident 
(THE NATIONAL (ABU DHABI) 18 JUL 12) ... Preeti Kannan, Ramola Talwar Badam, and Fareed Rahman 

UAE authorities and the U.S. navy are both examining the 
circumstances under which an armed American naval oil-
supply vessel opened fire with a heavy machinegun on a 
fishing boat returning to port with six Indian crew and two 
Emiratis. 

One fisherman, A Sekar, 29, was shot dead. Three others - 
Muthu Muniraj, 28, Muthu Kannan, 40, and Pandu Sanadhan, 
26 - were injured. The four others were unhurt. 

U.S. navy officials said the USNS Rappahannock resorted 
to lethal force only after issuing repeated warnings to the crew 
of the Emirati-registered Tharath, and that the fishermen 

disregarded the warnings and rapidly approached the U.S. 
ship. 

The fishing boat survivors said the American ship opened 
fire without warning. Muthu Muniraj, 28, who was shot in the 
right leg, said: "We saw the boat from far. 

When we came close, we slowed down to let them pass to 
avoid any accidents. Once we crossed them from behind, they 
started firing at us. Usually, we know alarms and sirens are 
sounded by ships. But there were no warnings." 

The U.S. Embassy in New Delhi expressed its 
condolences to the families of the crew. 
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For the crew on the deck of the fishing vessel Tharath on 
Monday, it was a chance to enjoy the sea breezes at the end of 
a long day hauling in their weekly catch. 

The 30-metre boat had been at sea since 7am, escaping 
the suffocating heat of a Dubai summer. Now it cruised 19 
kilometres parallel to the port of Jebel Ali. Few of the six-man 
Indian crew paid much attention to the huge grey ship 
steaming directly in front of them into the Arabian Gulf. 

It took a few seconds to turn a pleasant afternoon cruise 
into a scene of horror. As the fishing boat turned to pass 
behind the bigger ship, it was raked with bullets from a 
powerful .50 calibre heavy machinegun mounted on the deck 
of the other vessel. 

The circumstances behind what the U.S. navy calls the 
"USNS Rappahannock Incident" are still unclear, with the 
fishermen offering conflicting accounts from those by 
American authorities. All that can be said with any certainty is 
that when the shooting stopped, one fisherman was dead and 
three others lay injured following a catastrophic breakdown in 
communication. 

According to the fishermen, the bullets began to fly 
without warning. "There were just lots of bullets coming at 
us," said one of the men, Murugan, 40, who escaped unhurt. 
"We are not sure how we survived. If the U.S. navy had given 
us some warning signals, we would have been more careful." 

Muthu Muniraj was less lucky, and was wounded in his 
right leg. He says the U.S. navy started firing at them after 
their boat crossed the USNS Rappahannock and was heading 
towards the shore. 

"We saw the boat from far," said Mr. Muniraj. "When we 
came close, we slowed down to let them pass to avoid any 
accidents. Once we crossed them from behind, they started 
firing at us. 

"Usually, we know alarms and sirens are sounded by 
ships. But there were no warnings." 

The U.S. account of what happened on Monday afternoon 
in UAE territorial waters is more clinical, but also runs 
counter to the fishermen's claims. The Rappahannock is a 
31,000-tonne refuelling ship attached to the navy's Military 
Sealift Command, which replenishes American ships on active 
duty. Her crew are civilians, but entering areas of high risk 
such as the Arabian Gulf - with the constant threat of Iranian 
fast-attack craft - the U.S. places on board what it calls an 
Embarked Security Team of service personnel, in this case 
armed with heavy machineguns. 

A timeline of events released yesterday morning by U.S. 
Central Command says the Rappahannock first became aware 
of what it called a "contact of interest" at 2.50pm on Monday 
afternoon. The fishing boat was travelling at about 20 to 25 
knots as it headed towards the American ship, which was 
unaware of its identity or purpose. 

Within 60 seconds, the Americans say the vessel 
approached to within 1,000 metres, before turning directly 
towards the Rappahannock. At 2.51pm, the security team 

began the first of what the U.S. military calls "defensive, non-
lethal warning procedures.” According to the U.S. navy, the 
fishing boat continued towards it, leading to a further warning. 

With the Emirati vessel now just 137 metres away, the 
Rappahannock opened fire. As the damaged fishing craft 
passed from behind, further warnings were issued. Almost at 
once, the fishing boat stopped completely and the American 
ship departed the scene at full speed. The smaller craft then 
moved off. The entire incident had lasted less than three 
minutes. 

On board the Tharath, Kumaresan, 23, felt the first bullet 
go past him but then watched as another member of the crew, 
A Sekar, fell to the deck, mortally wounded. "I immediately 
took cover behind a seat," he said. 

"Sekar died on the spot and the others were injured. They 
kept shooting for about five minutes. Our owner said not to 
worry and that we will go to the hospital quickly. I gave water 
to the injured men, who were in severe pain." 

With his craft riddled with bullet holes and more than half 
his crew lying blood-splattered on decks, the Tharath's Emirati 
owner and captain, whose name has not been disclosed, 
headed back to port at Jumeirah, arriving about half an hour 
after the shooting. 

As police rushed to the scene and helicopters lifted the 
wounded men to Rashid Hospital, one onlooker, Sudhakar, 
was shocked to find the dead man was his friend. "Sekar was 
lying dead on the boat with his stomach badly ruptured," he 
said. "It was a ghastly scene." 

Syed Ali, who only that morning had supplied ice to the 
Tharath before it left port, described two men rushing ashore 
after the boat docked. "They were screaming and shouting, 
alerting everyone about the incident. Soon the police arrived at 
the scene and took the injured men to the hospital." 

"I can't believe he is no more," he said of Sekar. "We used 
to drink and dance together. He used to love movies. We were 
good friends." 

The dead man, Mr. Ali said, was planning to return to 
India to get married. "His marriage was fixed by his parents 
and he was planning to tie the knot in three months. It is sad 
he is dead." 

Investigators continued to piece together the moments 
before and after the incident yesterday, seeking to get to the 
bottom of what happened and ensure it is not repeated. 

The wounded crew were recovering last night in Rashid 
Hospital. All six men are from the southern Indian state of 
Tamil Nadu and had come to Dubai at the same time. 

Mr. Muniraj, who was married recently and lives with 
other fishermen in Jumeirah, said his family knew nothing of 
what had happened. Another bullet scraped his left leg during 
the gunfire. Now he hopes only that he will be able to walk 
again soon. 

"They told me that if I can't move my toes, they'll have to 
amputate. But thankfully I can lift them a little now." 
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11. Pentagon: 20 Nations Plan Mideast Exercise 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 17 JUL 12) ... Pauline Jelinek 

WASHINGTON — In a move to bolster military strength 
against Iran, 20 nations will stage an anti-mining exercise in 
Mideast waterways. 

Defense Department press Secretary George Little said 
the large minesweeping exercise Sept. 16-27 is a defensive 
drill and is “not ... aimed to deliver a message to Iran.” 
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But Iran has threatened to close the Strait of Hormuz, the 
route for one-fifth of the world’s oil, in retaliation for 
international sanctions over Tehran’s nuclear program. 

The upcoming exercise will focus on “a hypothetical 
threat from an extremist organization to mine the international 
strategic waterways of the Middle East, including the Red Sea, 
the Gulf of Aden, the Gulf of Oman, and the Persian Gulf, 
although exercise activities will not extend into the Strait of 
Hormuz,” U.S. Central Command said in a statement. 

“This is a defensive exercise aimed at preserving freedom 
of navigation in the international waterways of the Middle 
East and aimed at promoting regional stability,” Little told 
Pentagon reporters on Tuesday. 

Word of the exercise follows Monday’s announcement 
that a second aircraft carrier will be sent to the region in 
September — several months earlier than planned — to ensure 
there will be two carriers in the region through early next year. 
The Pentagon also recently doubled the number of 

minesweepers in the region. And it sent the USS Ponce, an 
amphibious transport dock recently retrofitted to become what 
is known as an afloat forward staging base. 

The buildup comes amid a stalemate in talks over Iran’s 
nuclear program, which Tehran says is for peaceful purposes 
and other nations fear is to develop a nuclear weapon. 

The exercise will practice mine countermeasures in 
multiple waterways. It will demonstrate “the international 
community’s ability to work together to ensure free and secure 
trade,” said Gen. James Mattis, commander for the region. 

“Of the approximately 40 bilateral and multilateral 
exercises we’ll conduct this year, this exercise also represents 
the extensive cooperation we enjoy with our international 
partners — both in and outside the region — with mutual 
economic and security interest,” Mattis said. 

Officials declined to name the other nations participating, 
saying they should identify themselves. 
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12. Navy Frigate Tests Missile Off Hawaii 
(TV ONE (NEW ZEALAND) 17 JUL 12) 

The New Zealand Navy frigate, Te Kaha, has test fired a 
missile worth almost a million dollars off the coast of Hawaii 
for the first time. 

Currently stationed around 280 kilometres from 
Honolulu, the frigate is part of the New Zealand contingent 
participating in the bi-annual Rim of the Pacific Exercise 
(RIMPAC) international maritime warfare exercise. 

RIMPAC is hosted by the United States Navy's Pacific 
Command, in conjunction with the Marine Corps, the Coast 
Guard, and Hawaii National Guard forces. 

In a rare chance, the HMNZS Te Kaha tested the ship's 
most powerful weapon - a missile worth around $800,000 - in 
a special U.S. navy firing range. 

"For us obviously this is a pretty big deal, certainly from 
the ship's perspective. 

"The idea is to test the missile firing and systems aboard 
the ship but more importantly the people involved in firing the 
missile," said Te Kaha Commander Jon Beadsmore. 

In the three hour long test process, a remote control target 
is released around 60 kilometres away. 

Te Kaha uses radar to track the target, then fires a sea 
sparrow homing missile to intercept it. 

The U.S. invites allied military forces from the Pacific 
Rim nations to participate in RIMPAC. 

Most of the 22 RIMPAC nations will participate, with this 
year's exercise to involve combatants from the U.S., Canada, 
Japan, and Australia. 

Over the next week all manner of missiles and torpedoes 
will be test fired. 

Te Kaha's turn on the range was called resounding a 
success. 

"The missile was fired, gathered nicely into the control 
beam of the controlling radar, and proceeded towards the 
target," Beadsmore said. 

View Clip (RT: 1:51) 
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13. Coast Guard, Navy Offload $90 Million Worth Of Cocaine At Mayport 
(FLORIDA TIMES-UNION 17 JUL 12) ... William Browning 

Blow. Stardust. Racehorse Charlie. Candy. 
No matter what street name it might go by, a lot of 

cocaine came into Mayport Naval Station Tuesday. Like 7,400 
pounds of it. 

A lot was wrapped up in foot-long bricks piled waist high 
on the deck of the USS Nicholas. 

The Norfolk, Va.-based guided-missile frigate has been 
on a six-month deployment seizing drugs as part of Operation 
Martillo. The ship’s crew worked with a Coast Guard law 
enforcement detachment while intercepting boats loaded with 
illegal drugs along the eastern Pacific Ocean. 

The effort is a joint operation between the U.S. Navy and 
Coast Guard, as well as other agencies, that aims to disrupt the 
drug flow from Central and South America to the United 
States. 

The cocaine — along with 240 pounds of marijuana — 
was confiscated from four different boats caught in 

international waters off the coasts of Colombia and Panama, 
according to Lt. G. Scott Carr, external affairs officer with the 
Coast Guard. 

The cocaine could produce over 7 million doses, each 
about the size of a sugar packet. The combined wholesale 
value of the cocaine and marijuana is about $93 million, 
according to the Navy. 

The drugs were destined for U.S. shores, according to 
Kevin Dodds, special agent in charge with the Naval Criminal 
Investigative Service. 

“It means a lot,” Dodds said of the interdictions. “When 
you take a large seizure of drugs like this, you take a lot of 
drugs off the streets here in Jacksonville and elsewhere.” 

Operation Martillo, which is Spanish for “hammer,” was 
coordinated by the Joint Interagency Task Force, South, which 
oversees counter-drug missions in the Caribbean Sea and 
eastern Pacific Ocean. 
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Capt. John Nygaard, chief of staff of the U.S. Naval 
Forces Southern Command, 4th Fleet, estimated that the task 
force has disrupted the flow of cocaine from South America to 
the United States by “maybe 25 percent.” Roughly 80 percent 
of all cocaine in the States comes from Colombia. 

Though Nygaard stressed that more work has to be done 
to make a significant dent in the drug flow, he described the 
Nicholas’ pull as a success. 

“It’s great to see them do this,” he said. “When you’re 
going out fishing, it’s not as much fun if you don’t catch any 
fish. In this particular case, Nicholas did very well. This may 
be the biggest drug bust by a U.S. Navy asset in a long time or 
maybe ever.” 

From Mayport, the Drug Enforcement Administration 
will take the drugs south to Miami where they will be tested to 
pinpoint where they originated. It will then become evidence 
in criminal cases against the people caught with the drugs. 
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14. Eisenhower Carrier Strike Group Arrives In U.S. 5th Fleet 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 17 JUL 12) ... Eisenhower Carrier Strike Group Public Affairs 

USS DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER AT SEA -- The 
Eisenhower Carrier Strike Group (IKE CSG) arrived in the 
U.S. 5th Fleet area of operations (AOO) on July 17. 

The mission of the IKE CSG is to support maritime 
security operations and theater security cooperation efforts in 
the AOO. 

Prior to arrival in theater, the IKE CSG successfully 
completed a robust training cycle, where the crew was 
presented with various complex scenarios they might face 
while deployed. These exercises involved simulated maritime 
intercept operations, counter-piracy operations, and theater 
security cooperation engagements, as well as simulated 
combat operations. 

"This is an incredibly flexible, agile, and ready strike 
group. We've trained to face virtually every type of 
contingency," said Rear Adm. Michael C. Manazir, 
Eisenhower Carrier Strike Group commander. "We look 
forward to working closely with our coalition and regional 
partners to keep the sea lanes safe and secure for the free flow 
of maritime commerce. We understand just how vital security 
is to facilitating economic prosperity in this region and the 

impact of AOO stability on the rest of the world, and we are 
enthusiastic about playing a role in that." 

The Eisenhower CSG includes the aircraft carrier USS 
Dwight D. Eisenhower (CVN 69), Carrier Air Wing (CVW) 7 
with eight squadrons of aircraft, Destroyer Squadron 
(DESRON) 28 with three ships, the guided-missile destroyers 
USS Farragut (DDG 99), USS Winston S. Churchill (DDG 
81), and USS Jason Dunham (DDG 109) and the guided-
missile cruiser USS Hue City (CG 66). 

The Eisenhower CSG joins the Enterprise CSG in support 
of the Combatant Commander's operational requirements, 
while ensuring security and stability in the U.S. 5th Fleet 
AOO. A second aircraft carrier strike group in the AOO 
ensures the U.S. military has the naval and air capabilities to 
support operational requirements while adequately meeting 
other security commitments in the region. 

The Eisenhower CSG takes the place of the Abraham 
Lincoln Strike Group which transited the Suez Canal, July 16, 
departing the U.S. 5th Fleet area of operations and entering the 
U.S. 6th Fleet AOO en route to the United States to complete 
an eight-month deployment. 
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15. Dealing With Waste Aboard An Aircraft Carrier 
(KTXL FOX SACRAMENTO 17 JUL 12) ... Sabrina Rodriguez 

ABOARD THE USS JOHN C. STENNIS — An aircraft 
carrier like the USS John C. Stennis is massive, but any space 
on the ship is critical. 

Cmdr. Steven Johnson is an Auxiliary Officer aboard the 
Stennis and said when there are 6,000 people on a ship that’s a 
thousand feet long, they have to be smart about space, “It can 
get pretty crowded pretty fast with all the stuff.” 

After being underway for only five days at sea, the 
Stennis had quite a collection of packed up cardboard, and 
that’s with only having 3,000 people on board. 

Half the people still means plenty of waste, but they have 
ways to deal with it and stay environmentally friendly. With 
plastic products, Johnson explained, it’s shredded up into 
small pieces, put into a compressor melt unit, where it’s turned 
into what they call a “puck.” 

The puck is a 5 lbs. plastic disk that’s compact and 
stackable. The pucks stay onboard until the ship pulls into port 
or can give it to another ship. 

As for paper products those take a trip to the incinerator; 
from there, Johnson said, it’s wetted down, “It’s almost a mud 
then it just goes in a shoot over the side of the ship.” 

That’s not the only waste item that goes into the sea, 
Johnson said food items are mulched and also dumped which 
makes them very popular with sea life. 

The work to get rid of waste is non-stop, but without it, 
“We’d have bags and bags and bags,” said Johnson, “It would 
be unwieldy for a ship this size.” 

View Clip (RT: 1:57) 
Broadcast Clip - Managing the Flight Deck 
(KTXL FOX SACRAMENTO 17 JUL 12) Sabrina 

Rodriguez 
Sabrina Rodriguez spent a week onboard the USS John C. 

Stennis. In this segment, she learns how people sometimes no 
older than 20 managed the flight deck. 

View Clip (RT: 1:32) 
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16. Abraham Lincoln Visits Turkey 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 17 JUL 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Carlos M. Vazquez II, USS Abraham Lincoln 
Public Affairs 

ANTALYA, Turkey -- Sailors assigned to the Nimitz-
class aircraft carrier USS Abraham Lincoln (CVN 72) and 
embarked Carrier Air Wing (CVW) 2 arrived in Antalya, 
Turkey, for a scheduled port visit, July 17. 

The port visit will provide Sailors the opportunity to 
experience the Turkish culture and traditions, take tours of the 
surrounding areas, interact with Turkish citizens and unwind 
following an at-sea period. 

The ship's Morale, Welfare and Recreation (MWR) team 
organized several tours for the crew to enjoy, including visits 
to the ancient cities of Aspendos, Perge and Heiropolis. 
Lincoln Sailors will also enjoy whitewater rafting tours, golf 
tournaments and horseback riding. 

"I'm looking forward to experiencing a thrill in a foreign 
country," said Personnel Specialist 3rd Class Jennifer Brenke, 
who is planning to go whitewater rafting while the ship is in 
port. "How many people can say they've been able to do this 
kind of thing in Turkey?" 

In addition to sightseeing and tours, Sailors will compete 
against local teams in soccer and basketball games organized 
by the ship's Religious Ministries department. 

Lt. Gregory R. Coates, a Navy chaplain who helped 
organize the contests, said they will provide the participants 
with memorable, once-in-a-lifetime experiences. 

"We are also going to take more Sailors with us to cheer 
on the teams while we play these friendly matches against the 
Turkish military sports teams," Coates said. "It allows us to 
build relationships and friendships with the host nation." 

Lincoln's visit to Antalya follows the ship's departure 
from the U.S. 5th Fleet area of responsibility (AOR), July 16, 
when the ship transited the Suez Canal and entered the 
Mediterranean Sea. 

Lincoln departed its homeport of Everett, Wash., Dec. 7, 
for a deployment to the U.S. 5th and 7th Fleet AORs. 
Following this port visit, Lincoln will be changing homeports 
from Everett, Wash., to Norfolk, Va., for a periodic refueling 
complex overhaul. 

Lincoln is the flagship for Carrier Strike Group (CSG) 9, 
which is also comprised of CVW-2, the guided-missile cruiser 
USS Cape St. George (CG 71) and Destroyer Squadron 
(DESRON) 9. CSG-9 will operate in the U.S. 6th Fleet AOR 
in support of maritime security operations and theater security 
cooperation efforts in the coming weeks before making her 
way back to the United States to complete an eight-month 
deployment. 
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17. Peleliu Participates In Anti-Terrorism/Force Protection Exercise 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 17 JUL 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Derek Stroop, USS Peleliu Public Affairs 

SAN DIEGO -- Sailors and Marines aboard amphibious 
assault ship USS Peleliu (LHA 5) participated in a series of 
anti-terrorism and force protection training scenarios aboard 
Naval Base San Diego, July 17. 

The training scenarios assessed and evaluated Peleliu's 
force protection plan as it carries out security protocol 
exercises. 

"The security team is geared up and ready to operate as a 
well-oiled machine," said Logistics Specialist 1st Class Jose 
Cortez, one of the exercise overseers. "The team will walk 
through security scenarios, improving reaction times to crisis 
situations." 

The training exercise is an important component to 
keeping Peleliu safe. During the exercise, the security team 

participated in nine real-world scenarios and implications. 
These circumstances and drills simulated events such as mass 
casualties, rioters on the pier, bomb threats, small boat attacks 
and hostage situations. 

"The scenarios help us maximize shipboard readiness and 
security," said Yeoman 3rd Class Nicholas Jones, a member of 
the security team. "They keep us ready to deal with real 
scenarios that can happen when we deploy." 

As part of a series of training phases, this set tested the 
ship's forces in concert with the other ships within the group: 
USS Rushmore (LSD 47) and USS Green Bay (LPD 20). The 
three ships reacted to individual and group threats simulated at 
their assigned piers and to Naval Station San Diego. 
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18. Ukraine, U.S. Pilots Fly On Sea Breeze Patrols 
(RIA NOVOSTI 17 JUL 12) 

KIEV -- Ukrainian and American naval aircrew are taking 
part in joint patrol flights in the Black Sea this week as part of 
the international Sea Breeze 2012 military exercises which 
started on July 9 in the port city of Odessa, the Ukrainian 
Defense Ministry said on Tuesday. 

The Ukrainian and U.S. forces are carrying out exercises 
simulating anti-piracy and humanitarian operations, the 
ministry says. 

The main aim of the exercise is to develop joint 
operations procedures for the use in the Black Sea, said Col. 
Andrei Orlov of the Ukraine Defense Ministry's at a meeting 
with Lockheed P-3 Orion patrol aircrew at Odessa airport. 

"During the exercises, military aviators will develop 
search and rescue capabilities in the sea area and also train 
against naval air defenses. The participants will also improve 
cooperation in deck landings by helicopters," Orlov said. 

The Ukrainian Navy will contribute a Kamov Ka-27 
helicopter to the exercise from the frigate Getman 
Sagaidachny, a Beriev Be-12 turboprop amphibian maritime 
patrol aircraft and a Mil Mi-14 anti-submarine warfare 
helicopter. 

The U.S. forces will be represented by a P-3 Orion and a 
ship-based Sikorsky SH-60 anti-submarine warfare helicopter. 
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Sea Breeze exercises by NATO forces began in 1997, and 
have often been with hostility by anti-NATO political forces 
in Ukraine, including the Communist Party. In 2009 the 

Ukrainian parliament withheld approval for the exercise, but it 
went ahead again in 2010. 
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19. Turkish Midshipmen Embark USS Jason Dunham 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 17 JUL 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class William Jamieson, USS Jason Dunham Public 
Affairs 

BLACK SEA -- USS Jason Dunham (DDG 109) is 
hosting two Turkish Naval Academy midshipmen July 17, as 
part of the Foreign Exchange Midshipmen Program during 
Exercise Sea Breeze 2012 (SB12). 

As part of the program, the midshipmen will complete a 
personal qualification standard (PQS) relating to all areas of 
surface warfare. Additionally, the midshipmen are assigned a 
Jason Dunham junior officer to guide them through the 
process of completing their PQS and handling shipboard life. 

"I believe we have some of the best junior officers in the 
fleet, and I know our Turkish partners have sent us their best 
and brightest," said Cmdr. Michael Meredith, Jason Dunham's 
executive officer. "We want this to be a learning experience 
for both groups. Our junior officers are sharing their 
knowledge of shipboard operations and seamanship, while our 
visiting midshipmen are sharing their culture and experience." 

The midshipmen have observed an underway 
replenishment, towing, flight operations, boarding exercises 
along with anchoring, stores onload and refueling operations. 

Ensign Andrew Pfarner, one of the junior officers 
assisting the midshipmen, said while maritime operations are 
an important part of the Foreign Exchange Midshipmen 
Program, learning how to lead as an officer is what should be 
taken to heart. 

"We want to give our Turkish friends the opportunity to 
understand how a naval officer leads his Sailors," said Pfarner. 
"This is a great opportunity for both our nations to learn more 
about each other and how we can work together. I'm proud to 
be a part of it." 

Turkish navy midshipman Fatih Baris said the 
opportunity to study aboard a U.S. Navy ship provides many 
opportunities. One of the most important for him is the 
opportunity for building relationships. 

"I have been very impressed with the way the crew has 
accepted us on board," said Midshipman Baris. "After this 
experience, I will feel like I am able to be a better friend to the 
United States because I will understand them better, and I 
hope they will feel the same way about Turkey. I feel very 
lucky to have had the opportunity to spend time aboard Jason 
Dunham." 

Baris added that there was one thing about the U.S. Navy 
that he hoped to see in the future of the Turkish navy. 

"I love the coveralls the U.S. Sailors wear," said Baris. "I 
hope, in the future, we can have a uniform like that." 

SB12, co-hosted by the Ukrainian and U.S. navies, aims 
to improve maritime safety, security and stability engagements 
in the Black Sea by enhancing the capabilities of Partnership 
for Peace and Black Sea regional maritime security forces. 
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20. Underwood Sailors Renovate Youth Camp In Jamaica 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 17 JUL 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Frank J. Pikul, U.S. Naval Forces Southern 
Command & U.S. 4th Fleet Public Affairs 

MONTPELIER, Jamaica -- Ten Sailors assigned to the 
Oliver Hazard Perry-class guided-missile frigate USS 
Underwood (FFG 36) participated in a community relations 
(COMREL) project at the Montpelier Youth Camp in 
Montpelier, Jamaica, July 16. 

The Sailors painted various rooms at the site and helped 
put screens around the administrative office to prepare the 
camp that helps disadvantaged children lead better lives. 

"I was more than happy to volunteer for this to help in 
whatever way that I can," said Chief Culinary Specialist 
Kenneth Bohan, the head cook assigned to Underwood. "Even 
though it was a simple painting job, I saw the pride that our 
Sailors had in their work. They wanted to do the best job 
possible so that when the camp is ready to open, the kids that 
attend will have a nice place to live," he said. 

Army Maj. Reginald Kornegay, the civil affairs officer 
stationed in Jamaica for the U.S. Army's Special Operations 
South Command, is overseeing the renovation of the site. 

"This facility is going to offer programs to help young 
people who have had hardships in life stay away from a life of 
crime and offer them positive alternatives to become 
productive members of society," said Kornegay. 

The Sailors also presented a plaque to Jermaine 
Thompson, deputy director of the camp, in commemoration of 
Underwood's visit to the youth camp. 

"I liked the plaque, but I loved the Sailors' hard work," 
said Thompson. "Every little bit of help, no matter where it 
comes from, is greatly appreciated. These kids will have a 
good place to live thanks to the contribution of the U.S. 
Navy." 

Underwood is assigned to U.S. Fourth Fleet and deployed 
to Central and South America and the Caribbean in support of 
Southern Seas 2012. 
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GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
21. Skill Is Honed At Sea 
Russian Ships in Far East Exercises, Preparing for International Maneuvers 
(MOSCOW KRASNAYA ZVEZDA 17 JUL 12) ... Andrey Gavrilenko 

Several Pacific Fleet ship groups have left their bases and 
set course for the high seas to take part in a two-sided 
command-staff exercise of troops and forces of the Eastern 
Military District. 

The main purpose of the exercise for the Pacific Fleet is a 
check on the readiness of the fleet's forces for operations as 
part of inter-service force groupings in support of the national 
security of the Russian Federation in the Far East. Ships and 
auxiliaries based in the Maritime area and Khabarovsk and 
Kamchatka krays and also naval aviation and shore troops of 
the fleet are taking part in the maneuvers from the Pacific 
Fleet. 

The press service of the Eastern Military District has 
reported that it is planned to conduct the exercise in the areas 
of Peter the Great Bay, the Tartar Strait, and the southern Sea 
of Okhotsk in three stages with an overall duration of eight 
days. The men of the Pacific Fleet will in the course of the 
exercise practice interaction between the forces of the fleet 
and other formations and force groupings of the Eastern MD 
and raise the level of nautical and flying proficiency of the 
crews of the ships, auxiliaries, and planes of naval aviation. 

Aside from forces of the Pacific Fleet, command elements 
and military units of other uniformed ministries and 
departments of the Russian Federation stationed in the Far 
East will be taking part in the exercise. The fleet will interact 
with them in a cleanup in the aftermath of terrorist acts and 
accidents of an industrial nature at facilities of the oil and gas 
complex located on the coast and in the waters of the seas of 
Japan and Okhotsk, support for the safety of navigation, and 
assistance to vessels in trouble. Up to 7,000 servicemen and 
civilian specialists, more than 40 ships and patrol boats, 20 
auxiliaries, and 40 planes and helicopters will be enlisted for 
this exercise from the Pacific Fleet altogether. It is not in the 
course of the exercise contemplated taking as the notional 
adversary any specific state. The troops and forces of the 
Eastern MD will operate against ships, vessels, and aircraft 
pursuing terrorist, poaching, and other illegal activity without 
indication of national affiliation. 

One further detachment of ships of the Pacific Fleet 
composed of the large ASW ship Admiral Panteleyev, the 
tanker Boris Butoma, and the ocean-going salvage vessel 
Fotiy Krylov under the overall command of Captain 1st Rank 
Sergey Sobokor will take part in the RIMPAC 2012 major 
international naval exercise. The active phase of this 
multinational exercise will take place from 11 July through 21 
August 2012. 

Russian ships will be taking part in these international 
maneuvers, which are held every two years, for the first time. 
Ships of the United States, Canada, and Australia took part in 
the first RIMPAC exercise. Now, though, 45 ships and 
auxiliaries from 23 countries will be gathering in the area of 
the Hawaiian Islands. 

We recall that the detachment of Pacific Fleet warships 
set course for the Hawaiian Islands on 13 June. The ships have 

as of this moment covered more than 3,500 miles altogether. 
During the deployment the men of the Pacific Fleet performed 
several fire-training practice drills and conducted dozens of 
drills in the organization of ASW, air, and anti-ship defense. 

The seamen of other fleets of Russia are today involved in 
active combat training also. Specifically, ships participating in 
the Frukus 2012 exercise are working through the active phase 
of these international maneuvers in the Baltic. While at sea the 
patrol ship Yaroslav Mudryy of the Baltic Fleet with the 
destroyers De Grasse (France) and York (Great Britain) and 
the cruiser Normandy (United States) have successfully 
optimized tasks in joint maneuvering as part of a tactical 
group and in air defense. The lineup of the ships in air-defense 
formation was rehearsed during an exercise in the repulse of 
attacks from the air. The participants assigned sector targets 
for each ship and practiced a system of radio exchange 
between the crews in the course of performance of an element 
of the exercise. All the air targets were tracked and 
hypothetically destroyed by the forces of the tactical group. 
The ships are also performing artillery practice, repelling 
attacks of small surface targets, and performing the joint 
maneuvering of the ships in cruising formation. The joint 
headquarters of the Frukus 2012 exercise is located in the St 
Petersburg Central Naval Museum. Command of the 
multinational ship force is being exercised by Captain 1st 
Rank Valeriy Privalov, officer commanding the operations 
group, and the deputy commanding officer of the Leningrad 
Naval Base. 

Crews of lifeboats and support vessels of the search and 
emergency-rescue service of the Caspian Flotilla are to take 
part in the Caspian 2012 integrated exercise to clean up in the 
aftermath of accidents at sea. It will be held in the first part of 
July in the Northern Caspian under the direction of the 
maritime rescue and coordination center of the port of 
Astrakhan. Interaction between the command of the Caspian 
Flotilla and representatives of the rescue services of Russia 
and Kazakhstan in assistance to crews of stricken seagoing 
vessels and aircraft in the Caspian will be practiced in the 
course of the exercise. Representatives of Azerbaijan, 
Turkmenistan, and Iran will be present at the exercise as 
observers. Russian military rescue personnel will participate in 
the rehearsal of issues of the search and rescue of persons in 
trouble at sea and winching of casualties on board a rescue 
vessel and rendering them first aid and also in practice 
sessions in extinguishing a fire on a ship in distress and the 
cleanup of an oil spill on the high seas. Also in the course of 
the exercise divers of the Caspian Flotilla will practice 
methods of examining hazardous underwater objects and 
structures in an emergency zone. 

Moscow Krasnaya Zvezda is the official daily newspaper 
of the Russian Ministry of Defense. Article translated from 
Russian. 
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22. Russia To Take Delivery Of BrahMos 
(DEFENSE NEWS 17 JUL 12) ... Vivek Raghuvanshi 

NEW DELHI — Russia will begin taking delivery of the 
BrahMos supersonic cruise missile being built in India as a 
joint Indo-Russian venture. The decision followed a July 17 
meeting here between visiting Russian Deputy Prime Minister 
Dmitry Rogoz and Indian Defence Minister A.K. Antony, 
Indian Defence Ministry sources said. 

Dmitry also visited the BrahMos complex in New Delhi, 
where he was briefed about the capabilities of the different 
varieties of the BrahMos, which has been inducted in the 
Indian Navy and land forces. However, the BrahMos missile 
has still to be inducted in the Russian Navy. 

The 290-kilometer-range BrahMos was conceived as a 
joint venture between India and Russia in 1998. The air 
version of the BrahMos is still in the development stage. 

During his talks with Rogoz, Antony also asked the 
Russians to keep to the delivery schedule of the aircraft carrier 
Vikramaditya, formerly the Admiral Gorshokov, which is now 
on sea trials after a refit at Russian shipyards and is now 
expected to reach India by July 2013. The delivery of the 
aircraft carrier is already three years late. 
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23. Second Boeing Plane For Indian Navy Completes First Flight 
(INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE 17 JUL 12) ... Arun Kumar 

WASHINGTON -- The second of the eight long-range 
maritime reconnaissance and anti-submarine warfare P-8I 
aircraft Boeing is building for the Indian Navy has completed 
its initial flight. 

The second P-8I, a derivative of the Boeing Next-
Generation 737-800 commercial airplane, took off from 
Renton Field, Washington, at 3.29 p.m. on July 12 and landed 
two hours and 14 minutes later at Boeing Field in Seattle, 
Boeing announced. 

"The programme is on plan and the Indian Navy is 
excited for the P-8I to join its fleet," said Leland Wight, P-8I 
programme manager for Boeing. 

During the flight, Boeing test pilots performed airborne 
systems checks and took the P-8I to a maximum altitude of 
41,000 feet (12,300 metres) prior to landing. Boeing will 
begin mission systems installation and checkout work on the 
aircraft in the coming weeks. 

The first P-81 for the Indian Navy began its official flight 
test programme July 7 with a fully loaded version of the plane 
demonstrating its flying qualities and handling characteristics 
in a test flight. 

During the coming months, Boeing test pilots will put the 
first P-8I through its paces over a U.S. Navy test range west of 
Neah Bay, Washington, and a joint U.S./Canadian test range 
in the Strait of Georgia, Boeing said. 

The Boeing-led team is on track to deliver the first aircraft 
to the Indian Navy in 2013, the company said. 

The P-8I features open system architecture, advanced 
sensor and display technologies, and a worldwide base of 
suppliers, parts and support equipment. 

P-8I aircraft are built by a Boeing-led industry team that 
includes CFM International, Northrop Grumman, Raytheon, 
Spirit AeroSystems, BAE Systems and GE Aviation. 
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24. Indonesia President Warns Over South China Sea 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 17 JUL 12) 

Indonesian President Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono 
Tuesday said there would be no quick resolution to competing 
territorial claims in the South China Sea, warning tensions 
must not be allowed to escalate. 

China essentially claims the whole of the South China 
Sea, which is believed to be rich in hydrocarbons and straddles 
strategic shipping lanes vital to global trade. 

Brunei, Malaysia, the Philippines, Taiwan and Vietnam 
also have claims in the waters, causing regular diplomatic 
flare-ups. 

"It is safe to assume, given the extreme complexity of the 
overlapping claims, that we will not see a diplomatic 
resolution of the South China Sea disputes in the short term, 
perhaps even in the medium term," said Yudhoyono. 

"Short of a comprehensive resolution, the claimants must 
do their best to manage and contain the disputes to make sure 

that it does not escalate or worse lead to the outbreak of 
military clashes," he told the First Strategic Review Forum in 
Jakarta. 

Divisions over members' territorial disputes with China 
prevented the Association of Southeast Asian Nations 
(ASEAN) from issuing its customary joint statement at the 
conclusion of its meeting in Cambodia on Friday. 

It is not the first time Yudhoyono has expressed 
exasperation over the issue. 

"Things do not necessarily have to be this slow," he told 
ASEAN foreign ministers meeting in Bali in July last year. 

"We need to send a strong signal to the world that the 
future of the South China Sea is a predictable, manageable and 
optimistic one." 
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25. Indonesian Navy Wants Aust Co-Operation 
(AUSTRALIAN ASSOCIATED PRESS 16 JUL 12) ... Karlis Salna 

A high-ranking officer with the Indonesian navy says 
greater co-operation with Australia is crucial to combat people 

smuggling and stem the flow of asylum seeker boats to 
Christmas Island. 
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Admiral Untung Suropati says there needs to be a greater 
focus on co-ordinated patrols responding to asylum-seeker 
boats using the Sunda Strait, between Java and Sumatra, to 
travel to Australia. 

The strait has become the main thoroughfare for boats 
dispatched by people smugglers, and was the route used by the 
string of vessels that have prompted rescue operations in 
recent weeks. 

"The Indonesian navy is (already) having co-ordinated 
patrols with (the) Australian navy," Admiral Suropati told 
AAP on Monday. 

Advertisement "The one that also needs to be done is in 
Sunda Strait. It is very important to have a co-ordinated patrol 
in this area." 

The comments came ahead of a meeting between 
Australian Foreign Minister Bob Carr and his Indonesian 
counterpart Marty Natalegawa in Jakarta later on Monday. 

"Co-ordinated patrols in Sunda Strait, I think, is very 
crucial in handling people smuggling," Admiral Suropati said. 

"It should be the most important (item on the) agenda." 
The Australian government remains under pressure on the 

issue of asylum seekers, with the meeting between Senator 
Carr and Dr Natalegawa coming after a recent surge in boat 
arrivals. 

There has also been a spate of rescues at sea, including 
boat sinkings resulting in the deaths of scores of asylum 
seekers. 

But the Australian opposition has also been under attack 
over its policy, including its "turning back the boats" policy 
and its implications for relations with Indonesia. 

Senator Carr warned last week that a Coalition victory at 
the next election would create a diplomatic disaster in 
relations between Australia and Indonesia, and again appealed 
to Opposition Leader Tony Abbott to support offshore 
processing in Malaysia. 
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26. Israeli Navy Sees Success In Simulator Investment 
(TRAINING & SIMULATION JOURNAL 16 JUL 12) ... Barbara Opall-Rome 

HAIFA, Israel — Intensified investment in simulated 
training is paying off for the Israel Navy, with officers here 
crediting operational and tactical submarine trainers and a new 
battle group bridge simulator for considerable savings and 
surging readiness. 

In a late-June visit to the Israel Navy Training Base here, 
Lt. Cmdr. Sharon, commander of the service’s new bridge 
simulator, equated four hours of simulated training to a full 
week at sea. 

Beyond obvious hourly savings, Sharon, whose last name 
was withheld for security reasons, said the simulator allows 
officers and cadets to train in “extreme combat scenarios” that 
could not be replicated in live training. 

Designed by the Navy and built by Tiltan Systems 
Engineering, a Petah Tikva, Israel-based firm with offices in 
Edison, N.J., the bridge has been training cadets here for less 
than a year in its limited format for individual surface ships. 
By next month, the Navy expects to complete an array of 
capability enhancements, including a combat information 
center that will allow for simultaneous simulated battle group 
training on all Navy platforms, including submarines. 

“We’re still in the building phase, but very soon, we’ll be 
able to conduct coordinated combined-force training here,” he 
said. 

The system includes an open bridge simulator that 
replicates speed, maneuverability and other characteristics of 
surface platforms in an operational environment generated by 
hundreds of square kilometers of three-dimensional, geo-
specific coastline imagery. 

It also includes a closed bridge simulator where 
workstations for radar, navigation, command and control and 
certain weaponry — including the Typhoon automated 
weapon stations — are equipped with the same software and 
display screens used on real platforms. Within a month, a new 
combat information center simulator will come online to 
support comprehensive battle group training. 

“It’s a huge [leap] forward in our advanced training 
program. Everyone will be able to train in networked 

operations and coordinated maneuvers at sea or even up to 
enemy shores,” Sharon said. 

The bridge simulator joins the Navy’s full-motion 
Dolphin submarine simulator, operational here since 2004, 
manufactured by Siemens Nederland N.V., and a 2-year-old 
Dolphin tactical trainer, by dsit Solutions, an Israeli company. 
Lt. Cmdr. Yisrael, head of the service’s training school, 
estimated that submariners certified for Israel’s Dolphin fleet 
reach operational readiness nearly 20 times faster in the 
school’s operational simulator than they would out at sea. 

A specialty operator of a Dolphin steering station, for 
example, needs 80 hours in the Dolphin operational simulator, 
as opposed to some four months at sea. 

“Obviously, we don’t have the force structure, the budget 
or the manpower to rely on live training. And even if we did, 
there are certain functions and emergency procedures that 
should not be learned at sea,” said Yisrael, a submariner 
whose full name was withheld from publication for security 
reasons. 

Yisrael was among the first group of young officers 
trained in Germany to operate Israel’s Dolphin-class fleet, 
built by the Kiel-based shipbuilding division of Thyssen-
Krupp Marine Systems. Three of the diesel-electric 
submarines have been operational here for a decade, but only 
in the past two years — with completion of a new Dolphin 
tactical trainer — has the Navy been able to train Dolphin 
officers and crew members exclusively in Israel. 

Submariners undergo 13 months of preliminary, 
intermediate and advanced training on the full-motion Dolphin 
operational simulator. The trainer itself is built by Siemens, 
but most of the specialty mission stations were developed and 
manufactured internally by the Navy and use the same 
command-and-control software and display screens installed 
in operational submarines. 

“Here at our school, they’ll learn all the technical aspects 
and acquire specialty mission certification before moving on 
to the tactical trainer ... We’re seeing a huge impact on 
readiness from the combined training of the two simulators,” 
Yisrael said. 
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Retired Rear Adm. Omri Dagul, a former head of Navy 
Materiel Command, said investments over the past decade in 
simulated training have already resulted in considerable 
savings and higher readiness rates. “We understood that these 
simulators will save a lot of resources and raise the 
professional level of officers,” Dagul said. 

He said all three simulators were designed according to 
specific Navy requirements, with a majority of the subsystems 
developed in-house by Navy engineers. “We poured years of 
operational expertise and engineering experience into these 

simulators to ensure that they acquire most of the skills they 
receive on land before going out to sea.” 

Yisrael said he is training the debut force for the fourth 
enhanced air-independent propulsion (AIP) Dolphin expected 
here early next year. 

Two more AIP Dolphins are under contract with the 
German shipyard. A new hardened base is being built by the 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers in the Haifa bay to house the 
six submarines. 
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27. German Navy Will Train Algerian Sailors 
(DEFENSE NEWS 17 JUL 12) ... Albrecht Müller 

BONN — The German Navy will train Algerian sailors to 
safely operate ships and helicopters in maritime traffic, 
according to the German Defense Ministry, which confirmed 
that such a contract had been signed with its Algerian 
counterpart. 

This deal again stirred rumors that the North African 
country has bought two warships from German dockyards. 

German newspaper Bild am Sonntag reported July 15 that 
in March, a contract for two Meko A200-type frigates together 
with maritime helicopters had been signed between 
ThyssenKrupp Marine Systems (TKMS) and Algeria. 
According to the paper, the deal is worth more than 400 
million euros ($489.58 million). 

A spokeswoman for TKMS’ parent company, Thyssen 
Krupp, said the company would not comment on the report. 
The naval training deal is seen as adding credence to the 
report. 

On April 5, the Algerian newspaper Elkhabar cited what it 
said was a letter from Algeria’s Defense Ministry to the 
company concerning a contract No. 674/889, signed March 
26, confirming the purchase of two Meko A200 frigates. 

When asked, a spokesman of the German Ministry of 
Economics and Technology said the ministry would not 
comment on the possible receipt of a request for an export 
permit necessary for such a deal. 

“The federal government does principally not give any 
information about the preliminary inquiry on the approval 
potential of certain export projects,” he said. 

According to the German Defense Ministry, the training 
of members of the Algerian forces by the German Navy will 
take place in Germany and on the high seas. All expenses will 
be covered by Algeria. 
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PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
28. #SAAM: Sexual Assault Prevention And Response Mobile Training Team Visits NAS Pensacola 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 17 JUL 12) ... Ed Barker, Naval Education and Training Command Public Affairs 

PENSACOLA, Fla. -- The Florida/Central Command 
Sexual Assault Prevention and Response (SAPR) Master 
Mobile Training Team (MMTT) visited NAS Pensacola to 
provide training to command leadership, July 13-16. 

Sexual Assault Prevention and Response MMTTs began 
deployments to worldwide locations July 13, as part of the 
Navy's aggressive efforts to prevent sexual assaults and 
promote essential culture changes within the force. 

The teams are providing SAPR leadership training 
(SAPR-L) to command leadership triads (commanding 
officer/officer in charge, executive officer/assistant officer in 
charge, and command master chief/chief of the boat/senior 
enlisted advisor) in fleet concentration areas and locations 
with significant Navy presence. The command triads will then 
deliver the SAPR-L training to their command leadership, E-7 
and above. 

Rear Adm. Don Quinn, commander, Naval Education and 
Training Command; introduced the SAPR-L MMTT to the 
Pensacola-area command triads. 

"Sexual assault hurts the victim and the command," said 
Quinn. "It can significantly damage a military unit's esprit de 
corps and cohesion which we leverage to accomplish 
extraordinary things. Sexual assault is therefore a major 
readiness issue. It is also a crime. Culture can best be defined 

as the combined actions of an organization's leadership. Our 
culture must not, and will not, tolerate sexual assault. It's not a 
uniquely Navy problem, but this will be a uniquely Navy 
solution." 

Nearly 650 SAPR-L training sessions are scheduled 
Navy-wide during the next month, providing training for 
regular and reserve commands. The few commands that are 
deployed and unable to host a MMTT, can receive the training 
via Defense Connect Online. SAPR-L training must be 
completed for all E-7 and above by Sept. 30, and SAPR-L 
training completion will be documented by individual 
commands via the Fleet Training Management Planning 
System (FLTMPS). 

Capt. Clark Price, commanding officer of the Navy 
ROTC unit at Savannah State University and assigned as team 
leader for the Florida/Central Command MMTT, is the senior 
member of the team that presented the SAPR-L sessions at the 
NASP command headquarters building. 

"The first training sessions have gone great, and we're 
getting into a rhythm," said Price. "My team has an aggressive 
schedule of 11 cities in 30 days, ranging from Pensacola to 
Bahrain; allowing us to see a lot of the fleet. This is time 
exceptionally well spent, and we are looking forward to 
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delivering the CNO's message on sexual assault prevention to 
Florida and Central Command." 

Sexual assault prevention is an important element of the 
readiness area of the 21st Century Sailor and Marine initiative, 
which consolidates a set of objectives and policies, new and 
existing, to maximize Sailor and Marine personal readiness, 

build resiliency and hone the most combat-effective force in 
the history of the department of the Navy (DON). 

Additional information on the MMTT and SAPR-L 
training efforts can be found at the SAPR L/F training Web 
pages, including command registration for SAPR-L training: 
http://www.public.navy.mil/bupers-
npc/support/sapr/Pages/training.aspx. 
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29. Troops Rank, Compare Benefits In Survey 
(NAVY TIMES 23 JUL 12) ... Rick Maze 

A controversial new report on military compensation 
reveals unusual choices among current and former service 
members asked to weigh the relative value of their benefits. 

For example, they’d rather have more vacation days than 
access to commissaries and exchanges even though most 
people don’t use the 30 annual days of leave they already get. 

They’d be willing to pay more for dependent health care 
if they could get the choice of their next duty assignment. 

Junior enlisted members value basic pay raises more than 
do senior officers by a factor of six, potential ammunition for 
those who favor targeted raises over across-the-board 
increases. 

And more than 90 percent of service members would pay 
a $40 monthly fee for Tricare for Life health coverage now 
free to retirees 65 or older — in return for an immediate basic 
pay raise. 

Those with 10 or fewer years of service would accept a 
$200 raise for that trade-off, while those with 20 or more years 
think it would be worth a $1,224 annual raise. 

The unusual study, released July 12, is based on a survey 
conducted by the nonpartisan Center for Strategic and 
Budgetary Assessments. The goal was to examine the relative 
importance people place on pieces of the military 
compensation package and see what trade-offs they’d make at 
a time of soaring personnel costs. 

Todd Harrison, an Air Force veteran and the report’s 
author, acknowledged that the survey of 2,600 people — about 
1,400 active duty, 700 retirees and the rest veterans, reservists, 
family members and a few dozen civilians — is too small to 
draw definitive conclusions. 

He also cautioned that junior and unmarried troops are 
underrepresented, while married members and higher ranking 
members are overrepresented. 

But he said the results — that people are willing to have 
some benefits reduced if they get something else in return — 
merit more study. 

“People value different levels of compensation 
differently,” he said. “Not everyone thinks bigger bonuses are 
better.” It’s not just an academic exercise; Harrison noted that 
if personnel costs keep growing at their current rate, they will 
eat up the entire defense budget by 2039. 

The all-volunteer force is “unsustainable” in its current 
form, he said. 

Benefits Undervalued 
Harrison says some trade-offs may lead to a happier force 

at a lower cost. For example, people put a high value on extra 
days of leave even though they use only an average 22 of the 
30 days earned each year. The cost of giving extra leave days 
would be small, Harrison said. 

Other findings also show potential trade-offs: The value 
placed on shopping in military exchanges far exceeds the 
government’s indirect expenses for those self-supported 
stores, but taxpayer-supported commissaries are less valued. 
Enlisted members of all ranks said they would give up the 
commissary benefit for a $300 annual bonus. 

While dependent schools, child care and other youth 
programs cost the government $2,500 a year per person, they 
were valued at less than $350 per year by senior enlisted 
members and career officers with families. 

A monthly performance bonus of 5 percent given to the 
top 10 percent of troops in a particular paygrade would cost an 
average of $198 per person but is valued at just $57. Some 
people — especially those nearing retirement — view bonuses 
negatively, likely because they don’t factor into retired pay. 

Report Draws Criticism 
The study has detractors. Veterans of Foreign Wars, the 

nation’s largest organization for combat veterans, discouraged 
its members from taking part out of concern that the results 
could be used to justify benefits cuts. 

Now that the report is done, VFW does not like what it 
sees. 

“While the Pentagon may want to optimize military 
benefits packages to simultaneously save money and boost 
perceived value among the troops, VFW is not concerned 
about perceived value. We’re concerned about protecting our 
troops and demonstrating the actual value of their earned 
benefits,” said Ryan Gallucci, deputy director of VFW’s 
national legislative service. 

Much of the study focuses on how troops are willing to 
accept cuts in future benefits, such as health care and 
retirement, in return for immediate pay increases or more 
leave. 

But Gallucci said this is a result of a tendency to 
undervalue lifetime benefits and overvalue immediate 
benefits, possibly to the detriment of the beneficiaries. 

“Civilians consistently convey similar perceptions of their 
benefits packages, and many companies use this perception as 
justification to hollow out benefit programs,” he said. 

“Saving defense dollars is secondary to looking out for 
our troops and their families,” he said. 

The Pentagon, Gallucci said, must consider “the broader 
implications of changing its benefits system for the sake of not 
only recruiting and retaining competent professional leaders 
but also ensuring the overall physical and financial well-being 
of those who volunteer to serve.” But retired Marine Corps 
Reserve Maj. Gen. Arnold Punaro, a member of the Defense 
Business Board who has been pushing for reductions in 
military personnel costs, said Harrison’s study will help 
officials make “better educated” choices instead of “emotional 
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decisions on the fundamental changes required to save the all-
volunteer force.” Punaro said the study would be useful if 
Congress creates an independent commission to review and 
recommend changes in military compensation. 

“General Motors did not start out to be a health care 
company that occasionally built an automobile,” Punaro said. 
“We can’t let DoD become a benefits outfit that occasionally 
kills a terrorist.” The survey, he said, begins to “bend the trend 
lines in the right direction.” 
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30. Separating Sailors Get Advice On Job Interview Strategies 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 17 JUL 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Monique K. Hilley, Commander, Navy Installations 
Command Public Affairs 

WASHINGTON -- The outplacement service company 
the Navy has contracted to personally coach and assist Sailors 
separating through the Enlisted Retention Board (ERB) is 
helping Sailors with job interview techniques. 

Janeleazar (Jay) Rodriguez, one of the nearly 3,000 
Sailors selected for separation by the ERB in November 2011, 
found himself knee deep in advice but wasn't sure which tips 
were worthwhile. 

In early April 2012, Rodriguez began working with a 
Challenger, Gray and Christmas (CGC) coach to improve his 
interview skills through the free outplacement services offered 
to all ERB Sailors as part of their transition benefits. 

"At first, I was very skeptical about using the interview 
best practices tips my coach shared with me because I didn't 
believe most of the advice would work," said Rodriguez. 

During his first two interviews, he did not heed her advice 
and subsequently received rejection letters from both job 
opportunities. 

After facing the initial rejection, Rodriguez decided to use 
CGC's interviewing advice during a job fair with five different 
potential employers. 

"Though still skeptical, I figured it couldn't hurt to use the 
free advice and see if it would change my outcome," said 
Rodriguez. "My coach was amazing and kept working with 
me to ensure that I was ready for the job fair and any future 
interviews." 

By putting the interviewing best practices to use, 
Rodriguez was called back for three second interviews that 
resulted in him landing a lucrative job offer with Airgas, 
located in Waukesha, Wis., as an operator technician. 

"I couldn't believe how quickly my luck had changed," 
said Rodriguez. "I called my coach four times that day 
thanking her for such great advice. For everyone else out there 
in the same position, listen to the advice you're receiving and 
use it to your advantage. You never know when an 
opportunity will open for you that you will need it." 

The Navy's contract with CGC is extensive and tasks 
them to reach out to all ERB Sailors. Sailors are encouraged to 
contact CGC by calling 1-800-971-4288 or by e-mail at 
cgcusnavy@challengergray.com if they desire services and 
have not heard from CGC. Sailors can also contact the Help 
Center at Commander, Navy Personnel Command by calling 
866-827-5672 for more information. 
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31. Former SEAL Gets 17 Years In Prison 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 17 JUL 12) ... Nathan Max 

A former Coronado-based Navy SEAL who was 
convicted last fall of 13 weapons charges has been sentenced 
to 17½ years in federal prison and three years of supervised 
released, the Department of Justice announced Tuesday. 

Nicholas Bickle, 34, faced up to 20 years in prison after 
he was found guilty in October 2011 of smuggling machine 
guns home from Iraq and then giving them and other weapons 
to friends to sell on the street. U.S. District Court Judge Roger 
Hunt sentenced Bickle, who had originally faced 15 charges, 
in a Las Vegas federal courtroom. 

Bickle has been in jail since December after receiving an 
other-than-honorable discharge from the Navy. 

Prosecutors said during the trial that Bickle smuggled as 
many as 100 guns in a footlocker with a false bottom after 
deployments to Iraq with SEAL Team 5, the last of which 
ended in 2009. 

Search warrants served on Bickle’s storage unit in San 
Diego revealed the footlocker. The storage unit also held 
3,000 rounds of military ammunition, pieces of detonating 
equipment and two Ruger handguns originally intended for 
use by Iraqi police forces. 

Three of Bickle’s co-conspirators pleaded guilty and 
agreed to testify that Bickle was the ringleader of the 
operation. 

“The weapons in this case were not your ordinary 
firearms; rather, they were fully-automatic machine guns that 
likely would have ended up in the hands of criminals,” U.S. 
Attorney Daniel G. Bogden said. “The defendant’s conduct 
was serious, and the court imposed a lengthy prison sentence 
that should serve as a deterrent to anyone who is considering 
trafficking in machine guns or other firearms.” 
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FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
32. Civilian Workforce Faces Brutal Consequences Under Sequestration 
(FEDERAL NEWS RADIO 18 JUL 12) ... Jared Serbu 

A report released Tuesday suggests that several hundred 
thousand federal jobs at civilian agencies would be on the 
chopping block within the next year if Congress lets the 
automatic budget cutting process known as sequestration go 
into effect. 

The study, authored by George Mason University 
professor Stephen Fuller, adds a new dimension to a budget 
debate that's so far been centered on sequestration's effects on 
the military. At least that's the hope of the Aerospace 
Industries Association, which commissioned the research. 

AIA, which represents defense companies and other 
manufacturers, has frequently used Fuller's earlier research to 
rail against sequestration because of the effects the budget cuts 
would have on the defense industry. The defense industry 
could shed more than a million jobs, the earlier report said. 

The trade association emphasized Tuesday that 
sequestration was not just about defense. 

"We now know that the nondefense portion of these cuts 
will destroy an additional 1 million jobs," said Marion Blakey, 
AIA's president, of the follow-on study. 

The full tally of 2.1 million job losses in the Fuller study 
includes "indirect" and "induced" employment reductions that 
he projected would result from economic ripple effects. But 
the direct cuts to the federal workforce would also be 
substantial, the study found. 

Hundreds Of Thousands Jobs On The Line 
It projects next year's share of the 10-year across-the-

board cuts would mean the direct loss of 229,000 federal jobs 
in civilian agencies. In DoD, the federal civilian job losses 
would total just 48,000. The disproportionately high 
workforce reductions in civilian agencies are a result of the 
fact that their budgets are much less dominated by expensive 
procurement programs than are the Pentagon's, Fuller said. 

"They're predominantly payroll," he said in an interview 
with Federal News Radio. "As they look for opportunities to 
reduce spending, they can't put it all on procurement, because 
what they buy are office supplies and training for their 
employees. Their biggest line item is payroll, so the payroll 
effect is enormous." 

In all, federal payrolls would be cut by $40 billion. On top 
of that, Fuller projects the direct job losses in the private 
sector in the first year of sequestration would add up to 
191,000 jobs in civilian agencies and another 278,000 in DoD. 
The professional and business services sectors of the 
contracting industry would be the hardest hit. 

Analysis Has Its Doubters 
Fuller's analysis makes several assumptions about the way 

sequestration would work, partly because the Office of 
Management and Budget has not yet released guidance about 
how the automatic cuts would be implemented. Among his 
assumptions are that President Obama would exercise a legal 
option to exempt military personnel funding from 
sequestration. 

The rest of the presumed 2.1 million job losses would be 
caused by secondary economic effects of the decline in federal 
spending, Fuller said. 

But the "indirect" and "induced" job losses are anything 
but certain, according to Gordon Adams, a professor of 

international relations at American University and former 
Office of Management and Budget official. 

"In the Fuller analysis, nothing else happens in the 
economy when defense dollars go away, just that sector of 
federal spending gets cut," Adams wrote in response to the 
AIA announcement. "In reality, defense spending changes 
take place in a dynamic context of overall federal spending, 
revenues, and especially non-governmental economic activity. 
In other words, something else happens to the foregone 
resources, the $1 trillion that would go away from the current 
DOD forecast over the next 10 years." 

"It's good for AIA's political purposes. It's not very good 
analysis of the labor market." Adams said. 

But Fuller said he based his dire forecast on the fact that 
the most precipitous cuts would happen in 2013, before the 
private economy had time to adjust. The analysis, he said, is 
based on a Congressional Research Service report finding that 
next year's discretionary budget would have to be 
automatically cut by 12 percent compared with this year's 
spending, followed by eight years of year-over-year spending 
growth of less than a percentage point. 

"If we go by the book, this all happens in three quarters. 
Not in 12 months but in nine months," he said. "This is very 
immediate, not something that's going to happen over the 
course of many years. It's going to happen over the course of 
months." 

One-Year Delay Is Possible 
In addition, Fuller said his study doesn't even account for 

other negative economic effects of sequestration. 
"Another collateral impact would be the loss of 

competitiveness," he said. "Innovation stops. And then there's 
just the broad disruption in the economy. Federal facilities 
won't be open. Federal employees won't be there to process 
approvals. The economy will slow down just because of the 
friction of less government and probably very un-careful 
decisions about where the cuts come from. They have to 
happen very quickly. Closed facilities and lost services in the 
federal system will have a consequence, and we haven't 
measured those." 

Congress set up sequestration in last summer's Budget 
Control Act, intentionally designing it to be so horrific that it 
would force lawmakers to come up with a reasoned way to cut 
the deficit by the January 2013 deadline. The supercommittee 
of lawmakers assigned to find those answers ended in 
gridlock. 

Sen. Jeanne Shaheen (D-N.H.) voted for the Budget 
Control Act, but she said Tuesday sequestration can't be 
allowed to happen. 

"Look, we need to solve this problem. I don't know how 
many ways we can say it," she said. "It's not a Democratic 
issue, it's not a Republican issue. Whoever gets elected 
president is going to want to solve this problem, because it's 
having a huge impact on our economy." 

Sen. Kelly Ayotte (R-N.H.) opposed the Budget Control 
Act. She said she thought it was a bad idea for Congress to 
kick the can down the road on a major deficit cutting deal, but 
that with the Jan. 2 deadline now so close, Congress may have 
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to do so again. In a presidential election year, she said a one-
year delay to sequestration is the most likely solution. 

"We do need to do a large agreement that deals with our 
debt, but I don't see that happening before the election," she 
said. "It would take a lot of planning to handle it the right way 
when you think about something like tax reform and 
entitlement reform, which is where we need to get to. But 
what I do think is responsible is to come up with a proposal to 
give us some room to get to that big deal after the election's 
over." 

But even when it comes to a one-year delay, Ayotte said 
the furthest lawmakers have gotten is to discuss the prospect 
of conducting talks. She said she and fellow senators are 
currently discussing how to form a bipartisan working group 
to undo sequestration. 

Hearings On Sequestration To Begin 
The report comes amid a cacophony of election-year 

demands and partisan backbiting over how to avert the 
impending cuts that will only grow louder in the coming 
weeks. 

Former Vice President and onetime Defense Secretary 
Dick Cheney met with Senate and House Republicans 

Tuesday to discuss the cuts. The House is scheduled to vote 
this week on legislation forcing the Obama administration to 
explain how it will impose the automatic cuts. Top officials 
from major defense contractors such as Lockheed Martin, 
EADS, Pratt and Whitney and Williams-Pyro are slated to 
testify before the House Armed Services Committee on 
Wednesday as they clamor for Congress to avoid the cuts. 

Then, on Aug. 1, Jeffrey Zients, acting head of the Office 
of Management and Budget, and Deputy Defense Secretary 
Ashton Carter will testify before the same panel on how the 
administration plans to make $55 billion in defense cuts next 
year. 

Unless Obama and congressional Republicans and 
Democrats can agree on a plan to stave off the cuts, the 
military will face a reduction of $492 billion over a decade, 
with a $55 billion cut beginning in January, three months into 
the fiscal year. Domestic programs also would be reduced by 
$492 billion over 10 years. 

View Study (PDF) 
Listen To Audio (RT: 6:15) 
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33. Exclusive: Study: Federal Cuts Could Cost 207,000 Virginia Jobs 
Only California would be hit worse by 'sequestration' 
(NEWPORT NEWS DAILY PRESS 17 JUL 12) ... Hugh Lessig 

Virginia would bear much of the pain if Congress allows 
deep budget cuts to take effect in January, according to a new 
study: a potential loss of more than 207,000 jobs that ranks it 
second only to California. 

Most losses would hit Virginia's defense community, a 
main economic pillar in Hampton Roads. But of those 207,000 
lost jobs, more than 71,000 would be non-defense related, 
with the potential to limit everything from federal inspections 
at the Port of Virginia to the region's tourist trade. 

The job-loss number is conceptual and likely to change, 
said Stephen Fuller, the George Mason University professor 
who prepared the study for the Aerospace Industries 
Association. 

In effect, it represents what Virginia would see if the 
cutbacks are proportional to the amount of federal spending in 
the state. 

"That's why Virginia is so high on the list," Fuller said. 
"It's a sign of vulnerability. The actual numbers could change 
a lot." 

The study, released at a Washington press conference 
Tuesday, attempts to quantify what everyone already knows: 
If Congress does nothing to prevent indiscriminate, across-the-
board budget cuts from happening early next year – known in 
Beltway-speak as "sequestration" — the hit on the already-
sputtering economy could be brutal. 

In all, the U.S. could lose 2.1 million jobs next year, 
either directly through layoffs or by the ripple effect that 
downsizing has on supporting businesses such as restaurants, 
hotels, suppliers and the like. 

The Fuller study goes farther than a previous study that 
focused on Defense Department spending. Half of the cuts fall 
on the non-defense side of the federal government, and 
Tuesday's study addresses this. 

Northern Virginia would likely bear the brunt of those 
cuts, Fuller said. The departments of Treasury and State, 
Homeland Security and the Environmental Protection Agency 
could be among the targets. 

Federal agencies "have a lot of back office functions in 
places like Roslyn and Crystal City," he said. "We don't 
normally think of Virginia having a lot of State Department 
activity, but it does." 

The fallout is difficult to predict because it depends on 
what agencies decide to cut. Could port inspectors be 
affected? Possibly, Fuller said. It's too early to say. 

"They're in the mix," he said, referring to port operations. 
As federal agencies cut back, it means less travel for 

conferences, fewer car rentals and less dependence on caterers 
or hotels. It will all add up, he said. 

The raw data are only part of the picture, Fuller said. Just 
as serious, but more difficult to measure, will be the continued 
erosion of consumer confidence and the cost of doing nothing 
as businesses and consumers sit on the sidelines. 

"Innovation stops," he said. "People don't take risks, they 
don't invest in new products, they don't expand." 

Congress has known for months that sequestration would 
hurt the economy. In a way, that was the point. When it 
formed a so-called "super-committee" to find $1.2 trillion in 
savings over the next 10 years, sequestration was the 
consequence of failing to cut a deal. 

Because cuts under sequestration are automatic and give 
agencies much less flexibility, it was supposed to provide an 
incentive for the super-committee to find a solution. But that 
didn't happen and Congress has since failed to find an 
alternative. 

In a presidential election year that has polarized 
Washington, every day that passes brings the unwanted 
scenario closer to reality. 
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"I don't know how many ways we can say it, said Sen. 
Jeanne Shaheen, D-N.H., who also appeared at the press 
conference. "The question is, Is there the political will to get it 
done?" 

Her Republican colleague, Sen. Kelly Ayotte of New 
Hampshire, expressed support for a stopgap measure to give 
Congress more time to craft a long-term deal on deficit and 
debt reduction. But lawmakers have been split over whether 
that should happen solely through spending cuts or whether 
tax increases should be part of the mix. 

As Congress drags its feet, business owners have no 
choice but to start making plans for cuts and layoffs. 

"That is sort of the sleeping giant here," Fuller said. "The 
cuts we're talking about, some of these are already occurring. 
Businesses aren't risking capital to expand if they are uncertain 
they are going to have another order." 

Hampton Roads federal spending 
The federal presence in Hampton Roads was responsible 

for more than 47 percent of the region's gross product in 2010, 
according to a study released Monday. 

Direct federal expenditures totaled just under $20.9 
billion that year. Most of that spending, about $17 billion was 
generated by the Defense Department. And the majority of 
defense-related spending was traced to the Department of the 

Navy. It employed about 82,500 active duty and 37,800 civil 
servants and others in 2010. 

The Department of Veterans Affairs, which includes the 
Hampton VA Medical Center, accounted for $1.15 billion in 
direct spending. Veterans-related expenses supported about 
1,700 jobs and $140 million in payroll. 

Here are some examples of non-military federal spending: 
NASA Langley-Research Center employs about 3,800 

civil servants and has an approximate $216 million payroll. 
Jefferson Lab in Newport News, one of 17 national 

Department of Energy-funded labs, had a 2010 direct 
economic impact totaling $202.7 million. 

The Secret Service employs about 45 people in Hampton 
Roads, an estimated $11.4 million impact. 

The Department of Interior's holdings in Hampton Roads 
include the Colonial Historical Park System, which includes 
the Colonial National Historical Park, Historic Jamestowne, 
the Yorktown Battlefield and the Cape Henry Memorial. 

The Department of Justice accounts for more than 600 
jobs in the region through its various agencies. 

The study was released by the Hampton Roads Military 
and Federal Facilities Alliance, and prepared by Marco 
Alexander Martin, an economic intern from Old Dominion 
University who worked at the alliance from June 2011 to May. 
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34. Cuts Could Cost State Thousands Of Jobs 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 17 JUL 12) ... Nathan Max 

California stands to lose more jobs than any other state 
should automatic cuts in federal spending scheduled for Jan. 2 
come to fruition, according to a report released Tuesday. 

The analysis, commissioned by the Aerospace Industries 
Association, examines the potential economic impact of the 
Budget Control Act of 2011 and the process called 
“sequestration,” in which $1.2 trillion in spending cuts will 
take place over 10 years, should Congress not act. 

In fiscal 2012 and 2013, California would lose 225,464 
total jobs, the report states. Nationwide, sequestration would 
cost the economy 2.14 million jobs, reduce the nation’s gross 
domestic product by $215 billion and decrease the 
workforce’s personal earnings by $109.4 billion, the report 
states. 

The impact on San Diego County’s economy, with its 
heavy reliance on military spending, would be substantial, said 
Marney Cox, chief economist for the San Diego Association 
of Governments. 

Cox estimated 16 percent of California’s anticipated job 
losses — about 36,000 jobs — would take place in San Diego. 
Defense contractors will be hit the hardest, more so than 
uniformed military, he said. 

“The danger level in the short run is substantial,” Cox 
said. “It’s not clear to me there is really a way out of this.” 

Nationally, the unemployment rate would rise by an 
estimated 1.5 percentage points, and the economy would slip 
back into a recession, according to the report prepared by 
George Mason University Professor Dr. Stephen S. Fuller and 
Chmura Economics and Analytics. 

“These economic impacts — the loss of GDP, personal 
income and jobs — are real and have measurable 
consequences,” the report states. “If they are allowed to occur 
as currently scheduled, the long-term consequences will 

permanently alter the course of the U.S. economy’s 
performance, changing its competitive position in the global 
economy.” 

The analysis is similar to other cautionary reports that 
have emerged in recent months from independent 
organizations that analyze federal spending. All the reports 
carry a degree of uncertainty since the government hasn’t 
spelled out where it would make the cuts. 

Unless President Barack Obama and congressional 
Republicans and Democrats can agree on a plan to stave off 
the cuts, the military will face a reduction of $492 billion over 
a decade, with a $55 billion cut beginning in January, three 
months into the fiscal year. Domestic programs would be 
reduced by $492 billion over 10 years. 

Obama and Democrats want tax increases on high wage 
earners to be part of any alternative to the cuts. Republicans 
are vigorously opposed to any tax increases. 

Dick Cheney, former vice president and onetime defense 
secretary, told Senate Republicans that the automatic cuts 
were a blunt instrument that would be devastating to 
technology development and readiness, undercutting the 
ability of the military to tackle unexpected threats. At the 
GOP’s weekly closed-door luncheon, Cheney spoke at length 
about the damage from sequestration, according to Republican 
insiders. 

“He probably talked more today than he did in eight 
years,” said Sen. Lindsey Graham, R-S.C., who welcomed 
Cheney’s comments as a boost to his effort, along with a 
handful of other Senate Democrats and Republicans, to come 
up with an alternative to the cuts. 

Graham said a possible option is a one-year fix that would 
include spending cuts and about $30 billion in fee increases, 
assets sales and closing tax loopholes to generate revenue. 
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The House is scheduled to vote this week on legislation 
forcing the Obama administration to explain how it will 
impose the automatic cuts. Top officials from major defense 
contractors such as Lockheed Martin, EADS, Pratt and 
Whitney and Williams-Pyro are slated to testify before the 
House Armed Services Committee Wednesday. 

In San Diego, an analysis by the San Diego Regional 
Economic Development Corp., the San Diego Regional 
Chamber of Commerce, Connect and the San Diego Military 
Advisory Council identified a list of local areas that could be 
in danger as a result of sequestration. 

It includes: The third aircraft carrier currently slated for 
the region; the Navy’s Space and Naval Warfare Systems 
Command; the Fleet Readiness Center Southwest aircraft 
maintenance facility at North Island Naval Air Station; 
shipbuilding and repair jobs; and the Marine Corps Recruit 
Depot boot camp near Lindbergh Field. 

On Tuesday morning, Mayor Jerry Sanders participated in 
a news conference in Washington, D.C., in which Fuller 

released his study’s findings. Sanders, who joined Phoenix 
Mayor Greg Stanton and New Hampshire Sens. Kelly Ayotte 
and Jeanne Shaheen, said impending cuts would cause a major 
impact to San Diego’s economy. 

The harbor could “grind to a halt,” tourism would be 
adversely affected, there would be more delays at border 
crossings and the flow of research grants to the city would 
subside, he said. The study did not analyze research grants, 
although they would presumably also be impacted. 

Even worse, Sanders said, the city’s budget problems 
could return. 

“We have struggled for the last seven years to balance our 
budget, to balance our pension issues, to balance all those 
things,” Sanders said. “We’re finally coming out of that and 
seeing an increase in revenues, projecting surpluses over the 
next five years and restoring city services. 

“But we know all that could come to a complete halt 
immediately if sequestration hits, because it throws us right 
back into a recession.” 
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35. House GOP Calls On Military Contractors To Testify On Potential Defense Cuts 
Hearing is part of effort to pin responsibility on Obama 
(WASHINGTON POST 18 JUL 12) ... Ed O’Keefe 

House Republicans will call on the leaders of major 
military contracting firms Wednesday to detail how they plan 
to deal with the roughly $500 billion in defense spending cuts 
set to take effect over the next decade. 

The hearing before the House Armed Services Committee 
is part of an effort to paint President Obama as the person 
responsible for the potential reductions. 

Top executives with EADS North America, Lockheed 
Martin, Pratt and Whitney, and Williams-Pyro are scheduled 
to appear before the committee a day after a report 
commissioned by the aerospace industry warned that cuts in 
defense spending could cost more than 2 million jobs and raise 
the national unemployment rate by 1.5 percentage points over 
the next year. 

None of the companies has released specific plans to 
address the cuts, but Lockheed chief executive Robert J. 
Stevens said last month that his firm may need to notify all 
employees of the possibility of job losses as early as 
September or October in advance of the reductions. Current 
law requires contractors to give employees 60 to 90 days’ 
notice — depending on the state — of an event that might 
cause significant job losses or facility closures. 

The hearing comes as the GOP-controlled House plans to 
begin debating Wednesday a bill that would require the White 

House to detail how it would implement roughly $110 billion 
in Pentagon and non-defense spending cuts set to take effect in 
January. The Sequestration Transparency Act mirrors a 
proposal that has not advanced in the Senate, but is expected 
to easily sail through the House. 

Republicans hope that focusing on the potentially adverse 
affects of the budget cuts will hurt Obama in states with major 
military presences, especially Virginia — a must-win state for 
Obama and Republican presidential rival Mitt Romney. 

The automatic budget cuts — commonly referred to as 
“sequestration” — were designed to be painful so that 
lawmakers would be compelled to agree on a long-term 
deficit-reduction plan authored by the bipartisan congressional 
“supercommittee.” But the panel’s talks collapsed last year 
without a final agreement, and negotiations over a new plan 
will likely not occur until after the November election. 

Ahead of the vote, former vice president Richard B. 
Cheney huddled Tuesday with House and Senate Republicans 
to discuss his concerns with the defense cuts and to suggest 
potential alternative proposals. 

Cheney took no questions after his meeting with senators, 
but Sen. Tom Coburn (R-Okla.) offered that the former vice 
president “was just talking about the stupidity of the sequester, 
where you cut everything the same.” 
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36. Democrats, Republicans Disagree On Short-Term Fix For Sequestration 
(DEFENSE NEWS 17 JUL 12) ... Kate Brannen 

Republicans and Democrats disagree over how to resolve 
sequestration: a short-term fix versus a long-term deal. 

The different approaches were on display July 17, when 
Sen. Kelly Ayotte, R-N.H., and Sen. Jeanne Shaheen, D-N.H., 
spoke at an event hosted by the Aerospace Industries 
Association (AIA). 

The two New Hampshire senators agree that 
sequestration, if allowed to happen, would have a terrible 
impact on the U.S. economy. 

To avoid the $1 trillion in spending cuts that are 
scheduled to begin in January, Ayotte said a stopgap measure 
is needed to buy Congress time to reach a longer term deal. 

While Shaheen acknowledged that a short-term fix might 
be necessary, she advocated for a comprehensive long-term 
plan that includes spending cuts as well as revenue increases. 

Ayotte joins other Republican lawmakers, including Sen. 
John McCain, R-Ariz., and Rep. Buck McKeon, R-Calif., in 
calling for a short-term fix to next year’s sequestration cuts. 
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For Democrats, the defense cuts are one of the key levers 
to get Republicans to compromise on including revenues in a 
larger debt deal, so there is little incentive to take them off the 
table yet, said Larry Korb, a former senior Pentagon official 
and now a senior fellow at the Center for American Progress. 

Speaking July 16 at the Brookings Institution, Sen. Patty 
Murray, D-Wash., said “If Democrats were willing to accept a 
wildly imbalanced deficit reduction plan to avoid the 
automatic cuts we would have done that back in the 
supercommittee. But we didn’t then, and we won’t now. So 
anyone who tells you sequestration is going to simply 
disappear because both sides want to avoid it is either fooling 
themselves, or trying to fool you. It is going to have to be 
replaced, and that replacement is going to have to be 
balanced.” 

As the two parties lurch toward a larger deficit-reduction 
deal, each side is trying to maintain maximum leverage over 
the other. Democrats can use the defense cuts and the 
expiration of the Bush-era tax cuts to bring Republicans to the 
negotiating table. And Republicans will once again be able to 
use the debt ceiling, which is set to expire at the beginning of 
2013, to get concessions from Democrats as they did last 
summer with the passage of the Budget Control Act. 

Ayotte said she knows revenues will have to be part of a 
bigger deal, but said she did not think today’s Congress could 
tackle tax reform before the impacts of sequestration begin to 
be felt. 

Shaheen said she doesn’t oppose a short-term fix, but said 
if Congress chooses not to act it will have to return to the very 
same problems year after year after year. 

“It’s not like we don’t know what to do,” Shaheen said, 
pointing to the various proposals put forward by bipartisan 
commissions that offer ways to tackle the country’s deficit. 

In addition to the Simpson-Bowles and Rivlin-Domenici 
plans, there is also the work that went into the debt-deal 
negotiations between the White House and congressional 
leaders last summer. Plus, there are draft plans discussed by 
the supercommittee last fall and the Gang of Six in the Senate. 

All of these provide Congress roadmaps to act, if it chose 
to, Shaheen said. 

While she would like to see the country’s larger fiscal 
problems solved, Ayotte said she did not think it was possible 
to do so before the election. 

“We do need to do a large agreement that deals 
fundamentally with the drivers of the debt,” Ayotte said. “I 
don’t see that happening realistically before the election, 
because of the planning that it would take to do that in the 
right way.” 

What is realistic is a short-term fix that would give 
Congress room to get to that big deal after the elections or in 
2013, she said. 

To undo the first year of sequestration for defense and 
non-defense, it would take $109 billion of discretionary 
spending cuts, according to Ayotte. 

If Congress leaves it to the lame duck session following 
the election, it will be too late, she said. By then, companies 
and federal agencies will have to start making adjustments to 
prepare for the spending cuts around the corner. 

“It’s important that we don’t play chicken with our 
national security and our economy,” Ayotte said. 

The senators were speaking at an event sponsored by 
AIA, who released an updated report on the impacts of 
sequestration. The report, conducted on behalf of AIA by 
Stephen Fuller, a professor at George Mason University, 
revised the numbers of jobs that could be lost if the automatic 
spending cuts are allowed to take place. 

In September, Fuller estimated 1 million jobs would be 
lost if the automatic spending cuts to the Defense Department 
were allowed to happen in January 2013. 

In this latest study, Fuller also considered the impacts to 
employment of the non-DoD spending cuts. When those are 
included, the potential number of lost jobs in the United States 
would total 2.14 million, he said. 

Fuller admitted that to conduct the study, he had to make 
a number of assumptions because no one knows yet how DoD 
will choose to cut to meet its sequestration requirements. 

He said the impact on non-DoD federal workers would be 
the most severe. 
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37. Pentagon Official: No Plan To Counter Sequestration 
(DEFENSE NEWS 17 JUL 12) ... Barbara Opall-Rome 

WASHINGTON — Despite the “dire consequences” to 
U.S. national security of congressionally-threatened budgetary 
sequestration, the Pentagon has no plans to mitigate 
anticipated damage to domestic and international cooperative 
programs, a DoD official said. 

Instead, Pentagon leaders are counting on lawmakers “to 
do the right thing” and remove legislation mandating an 
automatic $500 billion in long-term, across-the-board budget 
cuts before they take effect come Jan. 1, the official said. 

“We do not have a Plan B,” Kathleen Hicks, principal 
Deputy undersecretary of defense for policy, told a July 17 
gathering here of the U.S. National Guard State Partnership 
Program. 

“Our plan is the budget we presented to the U.S. 
Congress. That, we believe, marks the responsible 
contribution by the Department of Defense to debt reduction,” 
Hicks said in response to a question by Defense News. 

In her July 17 address, Hicks warned that further cuts 
would “undermine strategic interests, undercut our strategic 
approach and generate unacceptable risks to the nation.” 

That said, Hicks said she still believed responsible 
legislative leaders would remove the offending legislation. 

“In our view, it never was intended to get this far,” she 
said. 

In times of budgetary constraint, Hicks insisted that 
Pentagon plans to expand international partnerships and 
security cooperation is more important than ever. 

“Security cooperation is not only fiscally responsible, it’s 
a strategic necessity … to share the costs and responsibilities 
of global leadership,” she said. 

Specifically, Hicks cited efforts by the Pentagon and the 
U.S. State Department to expand foreign military sales, 
foreign military financing, international military education and 
training, global train and equip programs and other initiatives 
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she defined as “low-cost, innovative, high-yield and small 
signature.” 

“Alliances and partnerships are a core element of 
everything we do and everything we hope to accomplish. It’s 
central to the way we approach the current and future security 
environment,” Hicks said. 

“This does not mean the United States cannot or will not 
act unilaterally when it is in our interest to do so. But we 
recognize that it is rare when our interests present us with an 
occasion where acting unilaterally will be as effective as 
acting in concert with others.” 

Tilting Toward Asia-Pacific 
In an address to the same U.S. National Guard gathering, 

Gen. Martin Dempsey, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, 
praised efforts to “rebalance” Washington’s State Partnership 
Program to focus more on the Asia Pacific region. 

According to Dempsey, more “intellectual bandwidth” 
will be invested in the region, along with intensified efforts to 
engage forces in the region. Finally, Dempsey said more 
frontline equipment and technology has already started 
flowing into the region “whereas before it was largely 
committed to the Middle East.” 

Return to Index 
 

38. Textron Poised For Challenges On Next LCAC 
(DEFENSE DAILY 18 JUL 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

Adapting the engines for the next generation of Navy and 
Marine Corps amphibious landing craft to a water 
environment will be a challenge for the program, but builder 
Textron is confident it has adequately accounted for any risk 
and expects to deliver the vehicles on time, a senior company 
executive said yesterday. 

Textron plans use the Rolls-Royce produced MT7 as the 
four engines that will go on the Ship-to-Shore Connector 
(SSC) hovercraft under the contract awarded by the Navy 
earlier this month. Ray Pilcher, the vice president of Textron 
Marine & Land Systems, said in an interview that the engine 
will require additional certification for the water environment 
to take into account operating close to the ocean, marine air, 
air control and filtration. 

Pilcher added that total systems integration and getting 
the software right also present challenges ahead, but he 
expects Textron to meet the two-year timeframe for 
completing the detailed design and supplying the first training 
and test craft to the Navy on time in 2017. 

"I believe we will we put together what we thought was a 
relatively low risk schedule," Pilcher said. "We took into 
account where we say 'gotcha' and potential problems along 
the way." 

The MT7 comes from Rolls Royce's family of AE 1107C 
engines, which power the Marine Corps and Air Force V-22 
Osprey tilt-rotor aircraft. 

The MT7 "is not a new engine," Pilcher said. "It is a 
slightly adapted engine." 

The Navy on July 6 awarded Textron a $212.7-million 
contract for the first of the next generation of amphibious 
landing craft designed for launch from ships to ferry Marines, 
vehicles, weapons and supplies to shore. The SSC program is 
intended to replace the fleet of legacy Land Craft Air 
Cushioned (LCAC) vehicles, which were also built by Textron 
and first deployed in 1982. The LCAC fleet is currently 
undergoing a 10-year life extension. 

The new contract contains options for an additional eight 
Ship-to-Shore Connectors (SSC) that could lift its total value 
to $570.5 million. The initial part of the contract covers 
detailed design and the first hovercraft for testing and training. 
The Navy plans to buy 72 SSCs under a program estimated at 
about $4 billion.The Navy anticipates initial operational 
capability for the SSC program in 2020. Textron's team 
included L-3 Communications and Alcoa. They won the 
contract over a team of Marinette Marine , Lockheed Martin, 
GE Marine, Oceaneering and Griffon Hoverwork . 

The Navy said the SSCs are designed to for a 30-year 
service life capable of carrying a 74-ton payload and can 
travel at speeds of more than 35 knots. The craft are used to 
carry out amphibious assault and landing missions, as well as 
deploy for humanitarian efforts. 
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39. Lockheed Martin Completes Testing Of Navy's First MUOS Satellite 
(DEFENSE DAILY 18 JUL 12) 

Lockheed Martin has competed on-orbit testing of the 
first Mobile User Objective System (MUOS) satellite, setting 
it up for the Navy's operational test and evaluation ahead of its 
August timeframe to begin operations, the defense contractor 
said yesterday. 

MUOS-1 is the first of five satellites, including a spare 
orbiter, under the new constellation intended to replace the 
Ultra High Frequency Follow-On system, boasting a 10 times 
greater communications capacity than its predecessor, 
Lockheed Martin has said. The system is to provide mobile 

warfighters with point-to-point and netted communications 
services at enhanced data rates, the company said. 

MUOS-2 last month underwent testing at hot and cold 
temperatures in the thermal vacuum testing meant to simulate 
the extreme conditions the satellite will encounter in orbit. 
MUOS-2 is scheduled for launch early next year. 

MUOS-1 launched in February. The second satellite is to 
launch in early 2013. The entire constellation is set to become 
fully operational in 2015. 
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40. U.S. Navy Touts Cost Savings From Intel Squadron Cuts 
(C4ISR JOURNAL 17 JUL 12) ... Keith Button 

The U.S. Navy is decommissioning two spy plane 
squadrons that played key behind-the-scenes roles in conflicts 
dating back to the Cold War. 

The “Old Buzzards” squadron, called VPU-1, is 
scheduled to be disbanded Aug. 31. The squadron’s P-3 
Special Projects Aircraft and personnel will be transferred 
from Naval Air Station Jacksonville, Fla., to the VPU-2 
squadron at the Marine Corps Base in Kaneohe Bay, Hawaii, 
the Navy said. The squadron held its disestablishment 
ceremony in April. 

In May, VQ-2, a squadron of EP-3 signals intelligence 
aircraft at Naval Air Station Whidbey Island, Wash., held its 
own disestablishment ceremony. The unit will be consolidated 
into VQ-1, also at Whidbey Island. The VQ-1 squadron, with 
around 600 people, will become the largest in the Navy. 

According to the Navy, the manpower savings for the VQ 
consolidation will total $86 million from 2012 through 2016, 
and $22 million will be saved over the same period by the 
VPU consolidation. The aircraft maintenance and logistics 
savings will total more than $30 million for the same period. 

One retiree described the Special Projects Aircraft as the 
Swiss Army knives of ISR aircraft, stuffed with acoustic, 
radar, optical, signals intelligence, measurement intelligence 
and additional classified sensors. EP-3s carry SIGINT sensors, 
along with a crew of as many as 22 people. 

What is now VPU-1, or Special Projects Patrol Squadron 
1, began as a detachment in 1969. It was designated in 1982 as 
a specially trained patrol unit with the flexibility to respond 
immediately to situations around the world, on orders from the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff. In 2009, the squadron relocated to 
Jacksonville from the Naval Air Station in Brunswick, Maine. 

VQ-2, formerly known as the Electronic Countermeasures 
Squadron, was established in 1955 and redesignated as the 
Fleet Air Reconnaissance Squadron in 1960. It moved to 
Whidbey Island from Naval Station Rota, Spain, in 2005. 

According to Naval historians, the VPU-1 and VQ-2 
squadrons monitored Soviet operations during the Cold War 
and served in the Persian Gulf War and Iraq and Afghanistan 
wars. 

The VPU-1 Old Buzzards squadron also participated in 
operations in Somalia, Bosnia-Herzegovina, Haiti and the 
U.S., after the Sept. 11, attacks. VQ-2, meanwhile, flew 
missions during the Vietnam War, the 1986 U.S. raid on 
Tripoli and the Balkan wars in the 1990s. VQ-2 also flew 
observation missions during the 1973 war between Israel and a 
coalition of Arab countries. 

Though based in Brunswick and Jacksonville for much of 
its history, the VPU-1 flew modified Lockheed P-3A, B and C 
Orions from bases in Key West, Fla.; Cherry Point, N.C.; 
Roosevelt Roads, Puerto Rico; Keflavik, Iceland; Sigonella, 
Sicily; and Mombasa, Kenya. 

VQ-2 has flown Martin P4M-1 Mercators, Douglas A-
3D-1Q and A-3D-2Q (EA-3A, UA-3A and UA-3B) 
Skywarriors, Lockheed EC-121M Constellations, and 
Lockheed EP-3E Aries and EP-3E Aries IIs and P-3C and UP-
3A Orions. 

With the VQ squadron consolidation, 220 personnel 
billets were cut and four EP-3 aircraft will be retired by end of 
fiscal 2014, the Navy said. The VPU consolidation cut 54 
personnel billets, with one P-3 SPA airplane to be retired by 
the end of fiscal year 2013. 
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41. iRobot Receives NAVSEA Robot Upgrade Order 
(DEFENSE DAILY 18 JUL 12) ... Ann Roosevelt 

iRobot Corp. yesterday said it received a $7.7 million 
order from the Naval Sea Systems Command (NAVSEA) for 
robot upgrades. 

The order calls for iRobot AwareR 2 software upgrades 
and improvements and the delivery of advanced sensor suites 
for 248 fielded Man Transportable Robotic System (MTRS) 
MK 1 MOD 1 robots. 

The MTRS MK 1 MOD 1 is modeled after the iRobot 510 
PackBotR. The company expects to complete these deliveries 
by November. 

Sensor suites include the iWARVVS (iRobot Wide-Angle 
Robot Vehicle Vision System) camera, thermal camera and 
iRobot's User Assist Package (UAP). These capabilities speed 
up operations and reduce workload for the operator, letting 
them focus on successful completion of the mission. 

The cameras provide greater situational awareness 
through increased fields of view and imaging in low light 
environments. iRobot's UAP adds improvements to the 

operator control unit, GPS mapping and critical semi-
autonomous features to 510 PackBot, including self-righting, 
retro-traverse and heading hold. 

NAVSEA is the acquisition command for the order, and 
many of the upgraded robots will be used by the Army, a 
spokesman said. Other 510 PackBots equipped with iRobot's 
Aware 2 software may also receive these upgrades in the 
future as funding becomes available. 

"iRobot is pleased the Navy is continuing to invest in its 
current fleet of robots," said Tim Trainer, interim general 
manager of iRobot's Defense & Security business unit. "These 
upgrades will provide our troops with some of the most 
advanced, life-saving robotic technologies available today. 
iRobot's UAP improves mission effectiveness while reducing 
workload and further minimizing operator exposure to 
dangerous environments.” 

iRobot has delivered more than 4,500 robots to military 
and civil defense forces worldwide. 
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42. Autonomous Robot Maps Ship Hulls For Mines 
(E! SCIENCE NEWS 17 JUL 12) 

For years, the U.S. Navy has employed human divers, 
equipped with sonar cameras, to search for underwater mines 

attached to ship hulls. The Navy has also trained dolphins and 
sea lions to search for bombs on and around vessels. 
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While animals can cover a large area in a short amount of 
time, they are costly to train and care for, and don't always 
perform as expected. In the last few years, Navy scientists, 
along with research institutions around the world, have been 
engineering resilient robots for minesweeping and other risky 
underwater missions. The ultimate goal is to design 
completely autonomous robots that can navigate and map 
cloudy underwater environments -- without any prior 
knowledge of those environments -- and detect mines as small 
as an iPod. 

Now Franz Hover, the Finmeccanica Career Development 
Assistant Professor in the Department of Mechanical 
Engineering, and graduate student Brendan Englot have 
designed algorithms that vastly improve such robots' 
navigation and feature-detecting capabilities. Using the 
group's algorithms, the robot is able to swim around a ship's 
hull and view complex structures such as propellers and 
shafts. The goal is to achieve a resolution fine enough to 
detect a 10-centimeter mine attached to the side of a ship. 

"A mine this small may not sink the vessel or cause loss 
of life, but if it bends the shaft, or damages the bearing, you 
still have a big problem," Hover says. "The ability to ensure 
that the bottom of the boat doesn't have a mine attached to it is 
really critical to vessel security today." 

Hover and his colleagues have detailed their approach in a 
paper to appear in the International Journal of Robotics 
Research. 

Seeing A Shape In The Dots 
The engineering of such an inspection is a thorny 

computational problem that Hover and his group have 
investigated for the last decade. The researchers are coming up 
with algorithms to program a robot called the Hovering 
Autonomous Underwater Vehicle (HAUV), originally 
developed as part of MIT's Sea Grant program. The 
technology has since been commercialized by spinoff Bluefin 
Robotics Corp., and the MIT engineers have continued to 
work to improve its performance through the years. 

Fully viewing a massive structure such as a naval combat 
vessel -- as well as all its small features, including bolts, struts 
and any small mines -- is a tricky planning problem, according 
to Hover. 

"It's not enough to just view it from a safe distance," 
Hover says. "The vehicle has to go in and fly through the 
propellers and the rudders, trying to sweep everything, usually 
with short-range sensors that have a limited field of view." 

The group approached the challenge in two stages. For the 
first stage, the researchers programmed the robot to approach 
the ship's hull from a safe 10-meter distance, swimming in a 
square around the structure. The vehicle's sonar camera emits 
signals that boomerang back as the robot makes its way 
around the ship; the researchers process the sonar signals into 
a grainy point cloud. At such a low resolution, Hover says one 
can clearly make out a ship's large propeller, though not an 
iPod-sized mine. 

"We get an immense point cloud," Hover says. "And 
believe it or not, we see the shape of the ship's structures 
emerge." 

However, Hover describes the point cloud as a "mist" that 
doesn't necessarily tell a robot where a ship's structures begin 
and end -- crucial information for the robot to avoid colliding 

with a ship's propellers. To translate this "mist" into a solid 
structure, the researchers adapted computer-graphics 
algorithms to their sonar data, generating a three-dimensional, 
"watertight" mesh model. 

Up Close And Mine-Able 
For the second stage of their approach, the researchers 

programmed the robot to swim closer to the ship, navigating 
around the structure based on the mesh model. The idea, 
Hover says, is for the robot to cover every point in the mesh; 
in this case, each point is spaced 10 centimeters apart, narrow 
enough to detect a small mine. 

One approach, he says, might be to have the robot sweep 
over the structure much like one would mow a lawn, one strip 
at a time -- a common technique in robotic inspection. But 
such rectangular surveys can be tedious and time-consuming. 
Instead, the researchers came up with a more efficient 
approach, using optimization algorithms to program the robot 
to sweep across the structures while taking into account their 
complicated 3-D shapes. 

The group's technique significantly shortens the path a 
robot needs to follow to view an entire ship. "Over a minute or 
two of computation, we're able to make tremendous 
improvements to the length of this path, and do so while 
keeping every single point in view," Englot says. 

Gaurav Sukhatme, a professor of computer science at the 
University of Southern California who was not involved in 
this work, sees the group's work as an integrated approach to 
multiple problems, including "the extraordinary amount of 
data the vehicle has to intelligently process, and the safety 
considerations when operating near a hull that is being imaged 
or examined. I think a big application is going to be in 
servicing existing underwater rigs, and in decommissioning 
rigs no longer slated for use," Sukhatme says. 

The team has tested its algorithms in the field, creating 
underwater models of two vessels: the Curtiss, a 183-meter 
military support ship in San Diego, and the Seneca, an 82-
meter cutter in Boston. The group is performing tests this 
month in Boston Harbor. 

"The goal is to be competitive with divers in speed and 
efficiency, covering every square inch of a ship," Englot says. 
"We think we're close." 

This research is supported by the Office of Naval 
Research 

Broadcast Clip - New Algorithms Improve Efficiency 
Of Underwater Mine-Sweeping Robots 

(GIZMAG 17 JUL 12) Darren Quick 
In addition to human divers equipped with sonar cameras, 

the U.S. Navy has also trained dolphins and sea lions to search 
for bombs on and around vessels. All these methods are 
expensive and can’t always deliver the best performance in all 
environments. Robots would seem to be the obvious answer 
and underwater robots have been the focus of much research 
and development in recent years. Now researchers at MIT 
have developed new algorithms to vastly improve the 
navigation and feature-detecting capabilities of these robots. 

The video below shows the 3D coverage path taken by the 
HAUV when mapping the SS Curtiss using the new 
algorithms. 

View Clip (RT: 2:04) 
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BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
43. Navy Week: Female Pilots Talk About Flying, Ship Living 
Women are really taking off in the Navy 
(KTXL FOX SACRAMENTO 17 JUL 12) ... Sabrina Rodriguez 

ABOARD THE USS JOHN C. STENNIS— The days of 
the military being men only are done, women are a pretty 
dominant force including on the USS John C. Stennis. 

One of the vital assets is Rosanna Bolin, who has 
probably one of the more unique jobs on the ship; she’s a jet 
pilot. 

“Not that many of us choose to go jets,” she said about 
other female pilots, “It’s not that we can’t make the grades or 
anything, just many people don’t choose this route. So there 
are very few of us.” 

Bolin added there’s no difference between male and 
female pilots. “I was really comfortable coming in,” she said, 
“All three years I’ve always been treated just like the guys are. 
No exceptions for being female.” 

The only challenges of being a pilot come from the job, 
not the gender. “Working long hours,” she named as the 
toughest part of the job, “But the minute you get in the jet and 

you take off and you go flying it’s just a really good day and 
you realize why you love doing this so much.” 

Bolin plans to take her training as far as possible, “I want 
to work in the space program. I don’t know if it’ll happen but 
that’s what I’m aiming for.” 

She isn’t the only one looking to the future. 
After Hannah Miller is done with the Navy she plans to 

go to college to be an opera singer. 
Crishanda McCall is also going to college, but in a 

different field. “Getting into the game design industry,” she 
said. 

As for Jennifer Reeder, she is thinking about re-enlisting 
and wants to use her education money for her two sons at 
home. 

But the future plans are a ways off, now they’re focused 
on the job. 

View Clip (RT: 1:41) 
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44. Buffalo Navy Week Planned For September 
Marking 200th anniversary of War of 1812, it will be first time Navy ships will visit Great Lakes since '99. 
(BUFFALO NEWS 17 JUL 12) ... Jon Harris 

Buffalo Mayor Byron W. Brown and U.S. Navy Rear 
Adm. Greg Nosal joined other officials today to announce that 
Buffalo Navy Week, commemorating the 200th anniversary of 
the War of 1812, will be held Sept. 10-17. 

"We see this as being able to attract national and 
international attention in the city of Buffalo," Brown said after 
a morning news conference. "We see this as a phenomenal 
tourism opportunity for Buffalo." 

Buffalo is the 15th and last city of the year chosen for the 
event, which gives people the opportunity to see ships and 
Navy, Marine and Coast Guard personnel up close. 

Nosal said that cities were selected for having a 
connection to the War of 1812, among other qualifications. 

There were will a total of about 600 personnel at Buffalo 
Navy Week, Nosal said. 

Two U.S. Navy ships, one U.S. Coast Guard ship and one 
ship from Canada will be in Buffalo during the week-long 
celebration. The frigate USS DeWert and coastal patrol craft 
USS Hurricane will be the U.S. Navy ships participating. The 
U.S. Coast Guard cutter is USCGC Katmai Bay and the 
Canadian ship is the frigate HMCS Ville de Quebec. 

The historic tall ships participating are the Brig Niagara, 
the Black Pearl and the Spirit of Buffalo. 

The Hurricane and the Katmai Bay will moor in 
downtown Buffalo near the Buffalo Naval Park. The DeWert 
and Ville de Quebec will be moored at the Gateway Industrial 
Park in Lackawanna. 

Rep. Brian Higgins, D-Buffalo, Erie County Executive 
Mark Poloncarz, Lackawanna Mayor Geoffrey Szymanski, 
Counsel General for Canada in Buffalo Marta Moszczenska 
and members of the Buffalo and Erie County Naval & 
Military Park War of 1812 Celebration Committee also spoke 
during the 11 a.m. news conference on the steps of City Hall. 

Marina Woolcock, who heads the War of 1812 
Celebration Committee, said she's not sure how many people 
the event will attract but will look to see how the week goes in 
Cleveland and Toledo in August. Toledo is expecting 100,000 
visitors for the event, she said. 

"I got to think we're going to get a lot of people," 
Woolcock said. 
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45. City To Honor Lake Erie's Role In War Of 1812 
(TOLEDO BLADE 17 JUL 12) ... David Patch 

It's hard to imagine Lake Erie being the setting for a 
major naval battle in the current day, but that's just what 
happened toward the War of 1812's close nearly two centuries 
ago. 

The Battle of Lake Erie's role in the United States' 
national and naval history, plus a desire by today's Navy to 
promote its current mission, made Toledo a natural place to 

schedule a Navy Week this summer, a top naval officer said 
during a news conference Monday at Promenade Park. 

"This is special this year, because it is a commemoration 
of an event that is special in our heritage," Rear Adm. Gregory 
Nosal, commander of Carrier Strike Group Two, based in 
Norfolk, Va., said in Promenade Park. Afterward, he toured 
docks and facilities to be used when a flotilla of five vessels 
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calls on Toledo from Aug. 23 through Aug. 26 for tours and 
special events. 

The War of 1812 is generally undertaught in American 
history classes, the admiral said, and was a key point in history 
when the United States established itself as a strong and 
prosperous nation. The Battle of Lake Erie was pivotal to the 
war's outcome and represented "a rebirth of the United States 
Navy," he said. 

Commodore Oliver Hazard Perry's command "Don't Give 
Up the Ship" remains a Navy motto, Admiral Nosal noted, and 
one of the two Navy vessels to participate in the Great Lakes 
tour, the frigate USS DeWert, is from the Oliver Hazard Perry 
Class of ships. 

"The War of 1812 was pivotal not only in the 
development of this region, but ultimately cleared the way for 
Toledo to become a city in 1837," Deputy Mayor Tom 
Crothers said while introducing the admiral at the news 
conference. 

Also scheduled to visit Toledo are the USS Hurricane, a 
Navy coastal patrol boat, the U.S. Coast Guard cutter Mobile 
Bay, the historic replica U.S. brig Niagara, and the Royal 
Canadian Navy's HMCS Ville de Quebec. 

Events will be held throughout Toledo to mark the 
occasion, starting Aug. 20, three days before the ships' 
ceremonial procession into Toledo Harbor. The ships are to 
depart for Cleveland the morning of Aug. 27. 

Navy Band and Marine Corps Band concerts are 
scheduled throughout the week, and Sailors are to participate 
in a variety of public presentations and charitable projects, 
such as building a ramp at the Ability Center of Greater 
Toledo to benefit a disabled Navy veteran, serving meals at 
the Cherry Street Mission, and visiting with children at Mercy 
St. Vincent Medical Center. 

"A great deal of planning has gone into ensuring this 
summer's commemorative events are successful, that they 
represent our region well, and that they provide an opportunity 
for our citizens to fully access the assets that the U.S. Navy, 
the U.S. Coast Guard, and the Royal Canadian Navy will share 
with us in our own port and on this beautiful downtown 
riverfront," Mr. Crothers said. 

To the Navy's knowledge, Admiral Nosal said, no Navy 
Week has ever been held before in Toledo. 

"The Navy hasn't operated in the Great Lakes for many, 
many years -- there hasn't been a need to," the admiral said. 

Navy Week presents the opportunity for citizens "who 
have never seen the Navy" to visit aboard ships and meet 
young men and women who sail in the United States' fleet, he 
said. 

"Here's what your United States Navy is doing every day 
that you may not know about," Admiral Nosal said. 

While the Army and Marine Corps have suffered greater 
casualties during the United States' 10 years of war in the 
Middle East, the admiral said in a later interview with The 
Blade's editorial board, "a good number of Navy Sailors have 
died on the ground" during those conflicts. 

Even so, he said, "a lot of people don't know what we do," 
nor is the general public aware of technological advances that 
have improved the Navy's effectiveness even as its fleet has 
been halved over the past 30 years. 

The Navy's primary missions are "to keep the sea lanes 
open" to protect the rights of Sailors and free trade and to 
deter aggression, the admiral said. 

"And if deterrence fails, it's to win our nation's wars," he 
said. 
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46. Oceana Recognizes Virginia Beach Leaders, Citizens And First Responders 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 17 JUL 12) ... Cathy Heimer, NAS Oceana Public Affairs 

VIRGINIA BEACH, Va. -- First responders from the 
state of Virginia and City of Virginia Beach, who assisted in 
the aftermath of the April 6 crash of an F/A-18 Hornet, were 
publicly thanked during an informal event at the Oceana 
Officers' Club, July 16. 

Commander, Navy Region Mid-Atlantic Rear Adm. Tim 
Alexander and NAS Oceana Commanding Officer Capt. Bob 
Geis presented letters of appreciation (LOA) to members of 
the Virginia Beach Fire and Rescue, Police Department, 
Emergency Management Services, Sheriff's Department and 
Virginia State Police. 

Also receiving public recognition from the Navy were 
three residents of the Mayfair Mews apartment complex, 
where the mishap occurred, two DoD civilians from Naval 
Facilities Engineering Command (NAVFAC) Mid-Atlantic 
and a Navy lawyer from the Mid-Atlantic Region. 

"We wanted to take a couple of minutes to say thank you 
in an informal and personal way from the Navy for helping 
what could and should have been a tragic event, into 
something we can look back at with pride," said Geis about 
the response and teamwork from area first responders and the 
Navy. 

Geis explained the event was planned as a way to bring 
together first responders who had become like a family, after 

working together for so many days and weeks in the aftermath 
of the jet crash. 

"It's critical that we go together to publicly say thank you 
to the leadership of Virginia Beach, the first responders, our 
citizens for everything that they did to lessen the impact of the 
mishap," said Alexander after the event. 

Alexander said the strong relationship and partnership, 
which includes training together for potential mishaps, was 
already in place between Virginia Beach and NAS Oceana 
first responders and contributed to a successful outcome on 
Good Friday. 

"The first responders for the city of Virginia Beach had 
really had an opportunity to practice on aircraft mishaps," said 
Alexander. 

Offering a personal thank you to Virginia Beach Mayor 
William Sessoms, Alexander said, "Relationships are so 
important to what we do here and the relationship between 
Virginia Beach and the Navy is so, so important to us... I want 
to thank you from the bottom of my heart for everything that 
you do... I don't know if we would have had the same success 
if we had a different relationship." 

Noting the "rainbow of uniforms" in attendance, including 
those of first responders from the Navy, Alexander, who 
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toured the crash site the day after the event, commented how 
"thank you seems really inadequate." 

Alexander also singled out three residents of Mayfair 
Mews, Earl Mawyer, Colby Smith and Pat Kavanaugh, who 
helped rescue the air crew and apartment residents. 

"Just like our first responders, they rushed in...they helped 
out," said Alexander. 

Following the presentation of the 22 awards, the mayor 
added his thanks to those attending. "The jet crash was 
certainly a tragic day in Virginia Beach but in my mind, it was 
a proud day as well," said Sessoms as he commented how the 
city has the best fire, police, sheriff's and EMS departments. 

The mayor also commended all the first responders for 
the joint training between city and Navy responders that has 
taken place. Sessoms said he appreciated the admiral and CO 
stressing the importance of the relationship between city and 
the Navy. 

"That relationship is something we all treasure," said 
Sessoms. 

Undersheriff Dennis Free from the Virginia Beach 
Sheriff's Department was one of those recognized. 

"I was very humbled [by this recognition]. But really in 
my office, it was the sergeants, the staff and the deputies who 
really made this successful," said Free. 

Along with those who work for him, Free said the real 
heroes are the police officers, firefighters, EMS, Navy first 
responders, the citizens who assisted and the flight crew. 

"We just made sure they had everything they needed; our 
job was easy," said Free. 

For Mawyer, who has been the property manager for 12 
years at Mayfair Mews, the public recognition was "a little 
more than I anticipated. I was really honored to be here." 

Mawyer assisted the Navy and the city with accounting 
for all the apartment complex residents, nearly all of whom he 
knew personally. He also served as a liaison between the 
residents and Navy, answering questions and putting residents 
in touch with the right agencies to receive the services they 
needed. 

More than three months after the mishap, Mawyer said he 
is still humble about what he did for others. 

"I'm more than honored to be able to help," he said after 
the awards. 

After he received his own LOA and posed for a photo 
with the admiral and CO, Mawyer thanked all the first 
responders in the room. 

Although he misses some of the residents who were 
unable to return to Mayfair Mews, he said, "Life goes on, and 
we're all trying to move on. I'm so thankful that no one died, 
and we don't have to be in mourning." 

During the ceremony, LOAs were also presented to Navy 
lawyer Lt. Andrea Leahy and NAVFAC civilians Chris 
Murray and Phil Croghan. Receiving Navy and Marine Corps 
Achievement Medal earlier in the month for their efforts 
following the mishap were Lt. Rob Singer, Oceana command 
services attorney/staff judge advocate and Mass 
Communications Specialist 3rd Class Antonio Turretto 
Ramos, Oceana public affairs assistant. 
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47. Navy Hopes To Expand Silver Strand Complex 
Navy Proposes Plan For Storage Buildings, Classrooms 
(KGTV ABC SAN DIEGO 17 JUL 12) ... Bob Lawrence 

SAN DIEGO -- With the Pentagon's push to expand the 
number of Special Warfare Forces like Navy SEALs, Naval 
Base Coronado wants to expand some of the facilities at its 
Silver Strand Training Complex. 

The Navy is proposing a plan to construct new buildings 
for equipment storage and classrooms, as well as the ability to 
consolidate the Special Warfare command, which is housed in 

several locations around Coronado because there isn't room at 
its current location. 

The public is invited to comment on the proposed project. 
The next informational meeting will take place 

Wednesday night at 6:00 p.m. in the Winn room at the 
Coronado Library. 

For information on the public meetings, click here. 
View Clip (RT: 1:59) 
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48. Penn State University Researchers Participate In Technology Exchange In Groton 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 17 JUL 12) ... Lt. Cmdr. Jennifer Cragg, Commander, Submarine Group 2 Public Affairs 

GROTON, Conn. -- The Director and Associate directors 
of the Applied Research Laboratory (ARL) at Pennsylvania 
State University participated in a technology exchange with 
submariners stationed at Naval Submarine Base New London, 
July 17. 

Dr. Jim Galambos discussed the latest developments in 
undersea vehicles and weapons while visiting Groton. 

Galambos, who specializes in large diameter unmanned 
underwater vehicles, also delivered a lecture, "New 
Developments in Undersea Vehicles and Weapons" and 
provided an insider's look into the development technologies 
being pursued by the Pennsylvania State ARL. 

"I think it is mutually beneficial for us as developers to 
gain a mutual appreciation and understanding of the operators' 
viewpoint, as well as, the operators' ability to gain an 

appreciation of what technology is being developed," said 
Galambos. 

During his day-long visit to the "Submarine Capital of the 
World," Galambos was accompanied by Dr. Edward Liszka, 
director ARL, and visiting senior researchers. The researchers 
met with Rear Adm. Rick Breckenridge, commander, 
Submarine Group 2; who was instrumental in spearheading 
the technology exchange. 

"Having accomplished technology experts like Dr. 
Edward Liszka and his staff visit Naval Submarine Base New 
London helps keep the edge of our undersea warfare 
superiority razor sharp," said Breckenridge. 

Showcasing the excellence in advanced training at 
Submarine Base New London, Galambos and visiting 
researchers also toured Naval Submarine School's Ship 
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Control Trainer, Submarine Escape Trainer, and Submarine 
Navigation Trainer. 

Following the trainer portion of the visit, the visiting 
researchers toured Naval Submarine Base New London and 

the Virginia-class attack submarine USS New Mexico (SSN 
779). 
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49. 3 Hovercraft Close To Sandbar Churn Up Complaints 
(HONOLULU STAR-ADVERTISER 17 JUL 12) ... William Cole 

Some big Navy hovercraft got a little too close for 
comfort for some at the Kaneohe Bay sandbar Monday. 

Three of the craft kicked up cascades of sand and water 
and raised environmental concerns at the popular destination 
for boaters. 

But the director of the state Department of Land and 
Natural Resources said the reports he received — including 
from a DLNR harbor agent on site — indicated there was not 
"a huge environmental impact." 

The shallow-draft vessels wouldn't have physically 
affected coral, said William Aila Jr., adding that he is not 
aware of any threatened or endangered species in that area. 

Environmental activist Carroll Cox said he received 
phone calls about the hovercraft "churning up coral and 
everything else." 

The craft, participating in the Rim of the Pacific naval 
maneuvers, are known as "landing craft, air cushion," or 
LCACs (EHL-kaks). 

"There were three LCACs, and they were right there on 
top of the sandbar, and the people were just concerned about 
the impact on the fish and coral," Cox said. 

But Aila said the Navy craft were not on Ahu o Laka, 
known by most people as the Kaneohe sandbar. 

"They were well down south of that," Aila said. "It would 
be right at the edge of the area that we consider the sandbar for 
the enforcement of the emergency rules." The rules set up a 
safety zone around the area, a popular anchorage on 
weekends. 

The LCACs, nearly 88 feet long and 47 feet wide and 
capable of carrying 60 to 75 tons, are used by the Navy and 
Marines to transport equipment and troops ashore. 

The hovercraft, operating off the amphibious assault ship 
USS Essex, were near the sandbar as Marine Corps 
amphibious assault vehicles operated at Pyramid Rock at the 
Kaneohe Bay Marine Corps base. 

Aila said he was told the assault vehicles load up first at 
the Essex, so the hovercraft had to wait. The breakdown of an 
assault vehicle also lengthened the wait time, he said. 

No notice was given to the DLNR that the LCACs would 
be operating near the sandbar. 

"They didn't need to give notice because they weren't 
conducting any military exercises (there)," Aila said of the 
LCACs. "They were just told to go hang out somewhere, and 
they chose to hang out in that area." 
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50. Navy To Disestablish Nine NJROTC Units 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 17 JUL 12) ... Naval Service Training Command Public Affairs 

GREAT LAKES, Ill. -- The Navy will disestablish nine 
Navy Junior Reserve Officers' Training Corps (NJROTC) 
units, effective June 30, 2013. 

The nine units are currently on probationary status for 
failure to meet statutory and NJROTC regulatory minimum 
student enrollment standards. 

"Our goal is to maintain a high-quality program that 
ensures the full range of NJROTC activities are available for 
participating students across the nation and overseas," said 
Rear Adm. David F. Steindl, commander, Naval Service 
Training Command (NSTC), which oversees approximately 
600 NJROTC and Navy National Defense Cadet Corps 
(NNDCC) units at accredited high schools across the nation. 

"We are extremely proud of what the NJROTC and 
NNDCC programs offer participating students, so it was 
important for us to work with each non-compliant high school 
and continue to support the NJROTC program as long as 
possible. However, due to projected future funding levels, it is 
no longer possible to maintain NJROTC units that fail to meet 
minimum enrollment requirements and are not in compliance 
with program directives," Steindl added. 

The Navy will offer these schools an opportunity to host 
NNDCC units. 

"The NNDCC program is modeled on the NJROTC 
program, but is primarily funded by host schools," said 
Steindl. "NNDCC units use the NJROTC curriculum, and gain 

the same values of citizenship, service to the United States, 
personal responsibility and a sense of accomplishment as do 
the cadets in the NJROTC program." 

Title 10 United States Code, Chapter 102, Section 2031, 
and Department of Defense Directives require a minimum 
enrollment of qualified students for NJROTC units. For host 
schools with a total enrollment of 1,000 or more, the minimum 
enrollment number is 100. Where schools have less than 1,000 
students enrolled, a minimum of 10 percent of the total 
enrollment is required. 

The specific units to be disestablished are Comeaux High 
School (Lafayette, Louisiana); Shelton High School (Shelton, 
Washington); Dover High School (Dover, New Hampshire); 
A.C. Jones High School (Beeville, Texas); Bartlett-Yancey 
High School (Yanceyville, North Carolina); Saddleback High 
School (Santa Ana, California): Greenville High School 
(Greenville, South Carolina); Frederick Douglass High School 
(Upper Marlboro, Maryland); and Saluda High School 
(Saluda, South Carolina). 

NJROTC and NNDCC are citizenship development 
programs that instill in students at secondary educational 
institutions the values of citizenship, service to the United 
States, personal responsibility and a sense of accomplishment. 

The NJROTC and NNDCC curricula emphasize 
citizenship and leadership development. The classroom 
instruction is augmented throughout the year by community 
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service activities, team competitions, visits to naval activities, 
marksmanship training, and Science, Technology, 

Engineering, and Mathematics (STEM) seminars. 
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51. Osprey Faces Challenges Before Full Operations Begin In October 
(YOMIURI SHIMBUN 18 JUL 12) 

U.S. Marine Corps' MV-22 Ospreys are scheduled to 
arrive in Japan on Tuesday, but some challenges must be 
overcome before full operations of the tilt-rotor aircraft can 
begin in October. 

The Japanese and U.S. governments plan to deploy the 
Ospreys at the Futenma Air Station in Ginowan, Okinawa 
Prefecture, after they arrive at the U.S. Marine Corps' Iwakuni 
base in Iwakuni, Yamaguchi Prefecture, and their safety is 
confirmed. 

Prime Minister Yoshihiko Noda discussed the planned 
deployment of the Osprey during an appearance on a Fuji TV 
program Monday, stressing that unless the Japanese 
government confirms the aircraft's safety, the U.S. military 
will not be able to fly the aircraft in Japan. 

However, Noda said it would be difficult for Japan to call 
on the United States to review its deployment plan. "This is 
not a case in which we can ask [the U.S. side] to do this or 
that," he said. 

A cargo ship carrying 12 Ospreys is heading for Guam 
and will arrive at the Iwakuni base via South Korea. 

However, opposition in Yamaguchi Prefecture to the 
arrival of the aircraft at the base is growing. 

The Yamaguchi prefectural assembly has unanimously 
adopted a resolution to express its opposition to the arrival, 
while all candidates for the July 29 gubernatorial election have 
also expressed caution on the matter. 

In Okinawa Prefecture, a major rally is being organized 
for early August to express opposition to the planned 
deployment of the Ospreys in the prefecture. 

The government will continue to brief concerned local 
communities mainly through the Defense Ministry's regional 
defense bureaus. "All we can do to get their understanding is 
provide them with careful explanations," a senior Foreign 
Ministry official said. 

However, there is no guarantee this will be successful. 
The ministry is concerned about possible attempts to 

prevent the cargo from entering the Iwakuni base. However, 
waters near the base are off limits to the public under the 
Japan-U.S. Status of Forces Agreement. 

Experts To Be Sent To U.S. 
A U.S. government investigation into an Osprey accident 

in Morocco in April is scheduled to be completed this month. 
Another investigation into a crash in Florida in June will finish 
in August. 

The U.S. government has said it will use the Osprey in 
Japan after the Japanese government examines the results of 
the investigations. 

Defense Minister Satoshi Morimoto has revealed plans to 
send the Land, Infrastructure, Transport and Tourism 
Ministry's expert aircraft accident investigators to the United 
States. He is also calling on the United States to include 
measures in its reports to prevent a similar accident from 
happening. 

However, as there are no Japanese investigators who are 
specialized in the MV-22 Osprey, some observers say the 
Japanese government will simply confirm the conclusions 
made by the United States regarding the accidents. 

An interim report submitted to the Japanese government 
by the United States said a problem with the aircraft's system 
was not the presumed cause of the accidents. 

No Margin For Accidents 
The U.S. Marine Corps will start trial flights of the 

Osprey in August at the Iwakuni base once the aircraft's safety 
is confirmed. 

Inevitably, residents in Okinawa Prefecture will become 
more concerned about the aircraft's deployment in the 
prefecture if there are any problems during the trial flights. 
This could have a negative influence on the planned relocation 
of the Futenma Air Station to the Henoko district of Nago in 
the prefecture. 

During an appearance on a BS NTV program Saturday, 
Morimoto stressed he will ask the United States to pay utmost 
attention when conducting the trial flights. 

"We have to understand that any accident during the trial 
flights would cause a huge crack in the Japan-U.S. alliance," 
he said. 

Return to Index 
 
 

NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
52. Ads Hit GOP Lawmakers For Opposing Navy Biofuels 
(THE HILL 17 JUL 12) ... Jeremy Herb 

A liberal-leaning national security group has a six-figure 
ad campaign attacking four Republicans, including potential 
vice presidential pick Sen. Rob Portman (R-Ohio) and House 
Majority Leader Eric Cantor (R-Va.), over their opposition to 
the Navy’s biofuels program. 

The Truman National Security Project’s Operation Free 
campaign released the ads Tuesday, in which a veteran is 
shown asking why the lawmakers don’t “trust” the military 
leaders on biofuels. 

“When the Navy says advanced American biofuels make 
our forces more effective and energy-independent, I trust 
them,” the veteran, Chris Marzoni, says in the ad against 
Portman. “That’s why I’m disappointed that some in Congress 
are trying to stop our military’s biofuels programs. Sen. 
Portman, I’m a veteran, and I trust our military leaders. Why 
don’t you?” 

The other lawmakers targeted include Reps. Randy 
Forbes (R-Va.) and Trent Franks (R-Ariz.), both members of 
the House Armed Services Committee, according to Stephanie 
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Dreyer, a Truman Project spokesman. Neither lawmaker is 
considered vulnerable in November. 

Dreyer said the ad campaign was in the “six figures,” and 
added that there would be another round of ads in North 
Carolina and Pennsylvania soon. 

The Truman Project’s campaign comes as Congress is 
threatening to effectively kill the Navy’s biofuels program, a 
key initiative for Navy Secretary Ray Mabus, in both the 
House and Senate defense authorization bills. The House-
passed bill includes provisions restricting the military from 
purchasing alternative fuels at a higher cost than fossil fuels. 

The bill that passed the Senate Armed Services 
Committee, a committee Portman serves on, also included 
restrictions on biofuels, passing narrowly on a 13-12 vote 
where some Democrats crossed party lines. The provisions 
still would likely have to survive a vote on the Senate floor in 
the Democrat-controlled chamber, however. 

Marzoni, the vet in the ad, has previously worked with 
Operation Free on energy initiatives. 

View Clip (RT: 0:30) 
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53. Military Skids Out On NASCAR Sponsorships 
(POLITICO 17 JUL 12) ... David Rogers 

Back when he was still trail boss for Howard and Phil’s 
Western Wear in California, Buck McKeon was invited down 
South by Wrangler Jeans to see its factory, take in the local 
track and meet a NASCAR legend. 

“They were sponsoring No. 3, which was Dale Earnhardt 
Sr.,” McKeon recalled with a touch of reverence. “A few years 
later, they changed presidents, and the new president cut out 
NASCAR. It was not a good move.” 

Decades later, the affable California Republican has 
moved past snap-button shirts and cowboy boots to chair the 
House Armed Services Committee, overseeing a more than 
$600 billion defense budget. But as the annual Pentagon 
appropriations bill comes to the floor Wednesday, NASCAR 
and the Earnhardt family are still players in what’s become a 
satire on Washington politics and culture and how the military 
spends its advertising dollars to draw in fresh recruits. 

It’s a wildly different world than when the draft 
guaranteed a steady stream of low-paid, single males without 
families needing government housing. Indeed, tens of millions 
of dollars go out each year just to pay for Pentagon sports 
partnerships to build the military’s image and draw recruits 
from the same demographic of 18-to-24-year-olds. 

These sponsorships run from bass fishing contests to the 
Ultimate Fighting Championship, a Las Vegas-based martial 
arts enterprise paid about $1.5 million a year to be a “warrior” 
partner with the Marines. UFC brings a checkered past of anti-
gay, sexist outbursts, but dressed up by the advertising giant 
JWT, it now stars in stylish videos, pairing cage fight scenes 
with Marine amphibious landings — even Iwo Jima. 

“Some fight in the octagon; others fight in all four corners 
of the earth,” reads the script. “Some victories are measured in 
belts and titles. Some are measured in stars and stripes.” 

But nothing is bigger than NASCAR with its television 
audience, logo-bearing race cars and proven appeal to rural 
males. And the big-dollar contracts have caught the eye of 
Rep. Betty McCollum (D-Minn.), a stern former high school 
teacher who has waged an uphill battle against what she sees 
as frivolous military spending. 

The Army and National Guard alone have spent almost 
$174 million in the past four years to sponsor two NASCAR 
race teams, including the late Earnhardt’s son, Dale, better 
known as Junior. Rep. Bill Young (R-Fla.), a powerhouse on 
defense matters, never forgets Daytona International 
Speedway in his home state. And when McCollum took on 
NASCAR in the annual defense authorization bill this spring, 
the House Rules Committee — controlled by McKeon’s friend 

Speaker John Boehner (R-Ohio) — denied her a chance to 
even offer her amendment. 

Enter Rep. Jack Kingston, a Georgia Republican from 
NASCAR’s backyard. 

With four military bases, including Fort Stewart in his 
district, Kingston brings the Southern male moxie that 
McCollum lacks. And when he offered her amendment in the 
House Appropriations Committee in May, it passed on a voice 
vote. 

“I’m very pro-military,” Kingston told his colleagues. 
“But $20 million for one NASCAR race [team]? Have we lost 
our minds?” 

As adopted, the provision allows the military to continue 
to sponsor amateur and high school competitions much as the 
Marines do with their Semper Fidelis All-American Bowl, a 
football program. But spending on professional or semi-pro 
events is forbidden. And as a backstop, Kingston and 
McCollum are proposing to take $72.5 million from marketing 
funds — a symbolic cut meant to approximate the amount 
spent on sports sponsorships. 

The Army announced last week that it will end its four-
year contract with Stewart-Haas Racing and will no longer be 
a primary sponsor of the No. 39 Chevrolet driven by 
NASCAR’s Ryan Newman. But the National Guard is defiant, 
digging in behind North Carolina-based Hendrick Motorsports 
and No. 88, driven by Dale Jr. 

“At this time, there are no plans to significantly reduce or 
change the contract amount,” a National Guard spokesman 
said, denying reports of big cuts. “With the sport’s most 
popular driver, combined with a 77-million strong fan base, 
we will continue to create a fundamental awareness of the 
National Guard as a career option through our NASCAR 
efforts.” 

NASCAR, which was already represented by Ogilvy 
Government Relations, has added the well-connected firm 
Purple Strategies as part of a new counteroffensive with the 
National Motorsports Council. Former Indiana Republican 
Rep. Steve Buyer represents Panther Racing of the Indy 
Racing League. And the International Speedway Corp., owner 
of legendary tracks like Daytona, Watkins Glen International 
and Talladega Superspeedway, has Cornerstone Government 
Affairs in its, well, corner. 

A new Sports to Service website hammers Kingston and 
McCollum. But in its biggest coup, NASCAR unveiled a letter 
of opposition this week, joined by Major League Baseball, the 
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National Football League and the National Basketball 
Association. 

“It’s not something that I’m going to the mat on,” 
McKeon told POLITICO. But his staff is. 

A June 21 letter under the chairman’s signature asked the 
Rules Committee to leave the Kingston-McCollum language 
exposed to a point of order. McKeon insists he knew nothing 
of the letter. But having blocked the amendment from being 
offered to the authorization bill, Armed Services essentially 
wants it stricken — without a vote — as legislation on an 
appropriations bill. 

NASCAR is taking no chances. The defense dollars mean 
nothing to it financially, but NASCAR’s very brand is at risk 
because its whole economic model rests on teams being able 
draw sponsors to put them on the track. 

Football and baseball fans might be loyal to a team 
because of where the fans live. NASCAR resembles more of a 
traveling circus: Fans transfer their loyalty not to a place but to 
the sponsors who put their drivers out there. 

This fan-to-sponsor bond is what NASCAR sells: Jimmie 
Johnson’s legions are more likely to buy a can of paint at 
Lowe’s — his sponsor — than the Home Depot next door. At 
some level, NASCAR is one long commercial: cars flying 
across the television screen, each with its logo, and 
sophisticated imaging technology measuring just how long 
each is seen by viewers and how that translates to a more 
conventional 30-second TV spot. 

With his famous name — and high ranking this season — 
young Earnhardt commands more airtime and more fees. 

The Guard has paid Hendricks as much as $135 million 
over the past five years. In a roughly 38-race season, Junior is 
shared chiefly with PepsiCo, a second primary sponsor. The 
Guard’s logo remains on the car, but the familiar red, white 
and blue colors give way to an alternative paint job with green 
for Diet Mountain Dew. 

“We care about this issue because we strongly believe 
that the military gets a strong return on their investment,” said 
Marcus Jadotte, public affairs vice president for NASCAR. 
“The military should continue to have the flexibility to serve 
its brand as it decides best.” 

NASCAR’s argument is that the pro-sports ban will 
succeed only in taking a tool out of the toolbox of the military 

marketers. And for a state-based organization like the Guard, 
it is a useful tool around which to organize when NASCAR 
comes to town, as in New Hampshire last weekend. 

Nonetheless, the debate is a reminder of just how 
expensive personnel have become in the modern volunteer 
military. 

In real dollars, annual personnel appropriations — 
adjusted for the reduced force levels — have risen 84 percent 
since the height of the Vietnam War in 1968. And with the 
Pentagon budget under siege, personnel costs consume 27 
cents of every defense dollar. 

Mindful of this, Kingston recited a long list of .50-caliber 
machine guns, grenade launchers and M4 carbines that could 
be purchased with the estimated $80 million spent on sports 
partnerships this year. 

“A typical call we get on this is, ‘I’m a big NASCAR fan, 
but you’re right,’” he told POLITICO. “We do think the 
military and recruiters should be at sporting events. But they 
don’t need to be writing million-dollar checks.” 

In fact, the Marine Corps ended its relationship with 
NASCAR in 2006 and takes pride in its youth sports camps 
and national football program in which real drill instructors 
participate. The partnership with UFC, by comparison, 
accounts for less than 2 percent of the Marines’ marketing 
budget. 

Nonetheless, it is controversial and could yet become a 
factor in the House floor debate. 

UFC insists that it is cleaning up its image, but less than 
three months ago, Anheuser-Busch, a major sponsor, issued a 
warning about derogatory statements made by some of the 
fighters. A long labor dispute between the culinary workers in 
Las Vegas and the UFC’s casino owners fans the flames with 
petitions to the Marine commandant and a website posting 
raunchy videos. 

Jim DuPont, who signed up with the Marines as a 
teenager in 1971, looks back now from his post as the 59-year-
old food service director for Unite Here — with which the 
culinary workers are affiliated. 

“Even if I weren’t in this labor fight, this would politicize 
me,” he told POLITICO. “Three days out of high school, I 
enlisted. This is not what the Marines are about.” 
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54. DOD Leads Drive Toward Healthier Lifestyles 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 17 JUL 12) ... Lisa Daniel 

WASHINGTON – The Defense Department is taking a 
leading role in a governmentwide effort to stop the nation’s 
obesity problem, Barbara Thompson, the director of DOD’s 
Office of Family Policy/Children and Youth, said. 

DOD is one of 17 federal departments and agencies 
working together to identify opportunities for promoting 
healthy living as part of the White House’s National 
Prevention Council strategy, she explained. 

“One part of that is preventing obesity,” Thompson told 
American Forces Press Service and The Pentagon Channel. “It 
has a huge impact on our quality of life, both for children and 
adults.” 

Thompson noted a national increase in Type II diabetes 
and cardiovascular disease, believed caused by increased fat, 
salt and sugar in Americans’ diets at the same time that many 

children are less active than in previous generations. There 
was a 40 percent rise in childhood obesity between 1998 and 
2008, she said. 

The shift toward unhealthier foods and less exercise has 
developed over the past 30 years or so, and is having a huge 
impact on health, healthcare costs, and national security, 
Thompson said. “For the first time, we’re hearing that this 
generation will not live longer than their parents.” 

The Bipartisan Policy Center, a Washington-based think 
tank, issued a major report last month, “Lots to Lose,” written 
by two former Agriculture secretaries and two former Health 
and Human Services secretaries, that includes a case study of 
Defense Department initiatives to counteract obesity, 
Thompson noted. 
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DOD’s spending on healthcare is rising at twice the rate 
as the civilian sector and “unhealthy lifestyles and obesity, in 
particular, are significant contributors to this trend,” the report 
says. It has reached $50 billion annually, taking up 10 percent 
of the overall defense budget. 

The trend is wreaking havoc on the services’ ability to 
recruit, creating a national security imperative, Thompson 
said, with only 25 percent of 17- to 24-year-olds able to meet 
the military’s weight standards. The majority of applicants 
rejected for military service today have obesity issues, she 
said. 

In 2010, 59 percent of female recruits and 47 percent of 
male recruits failed the military’s entry-level fitness test, the 
report says. 

Of those recruited, the services are seeing large increases 
in service members with bone fractures, thought to be the 
result of calcium deficiencies, and so many dental problems 
that 62 percent of new soldiers were not immediately 
deployable, the report says. 

Preventing Obesity In Children 
Thompson’s office instituted a “5-2-1-0” policy for the 

department’s schools and childcare centers, as well as civilian 
partners that serve National Guard and Reserve children. The 
numbers represent five servings of fruits and vegetables, 
restricting “screen time” -- TV and computers -- to two hours 
each day, ensuring one hour of exercise daily, and allowing no 
sweetened beverages. 

“Policy is one of the most powerful tools we have to 
implement change,” Thompson said. “We’re sharing those 
lessons learned with civilian community.” 

“The bottom line is that we have to make healthy options 
available and affordable. And parents need to know how 
important fruits and vegetables are -- and small serving sizes.” 

Thompson’s tips for curbing obesity include: 

 Eliminate sweetened beverages, including juices; 

 Practice portion control; 

 Advocate for your children; 

 Ask teachers to reduce sweets in the classroom; 

 Get the nutritional information for school menus and 
ensure that they are healthy; 

 Ask grocery store managers to move sugary foods 
higher than eye level to young children; 

 Exercise as a family; 

 Cook and eat meals as a family; 

 Breastfeed; 

 Grow a garden, or encourage your installation to start 
community gardens; 

 Make fruits and vegetables more appealing to 
children by offering a variety of color and textures; 
and 

 Don’t stop serving a healthy food because children 
refuse to eat it; it can take many times of seeing it on 
their plate for them to adjust to the taste. 

Also, Thompson said, limit electronics, not only because 
they make kids sedentary, but also because of the advertising. 
The food industry spends $10 billion annually in marketing 
food -- most of it high in salt or sugar -- to children, according 
to the “Lots to Lose” report. 

As part of her “Let’s Move!” campaign to end obesity in a 
generation, First Lady Michelle Obama has asked food 
companies with advertising aimed at children to make their 
products healthier. Last month, Walt Disney became the first 
to introduce new standards for food advertising to kids. All 
foods marketed on Disney’s television and radio channels will 
be required to meet Disney’s nutrition guidelines -- which 
align with federal standards to promote fruit and vegetables 
and limit calories, sugar, sodium, and saturated fat -- by 2015, 
Disney officials said. 

Preventing Obesity In Service Members And Families 
The military is working to help service members and their 

families stay healthy. The Military OneSource website, 
www.miltaryonesource.mil, offers health coaches for adults 
and teens to help with weight management and to meet their 
overall health goals, Thompson said. 

And, the first lady’s “Joining Forces” campaign recently 
announced that health clubs that are part of the International 
Health Racquet & Sportsclub Association are offering free 
memberships to immediate family members -- teens and older 
-- of deployed reservists and National Guard members. Clubs 
may provide additional benefits such as childcare, children’s 
programming, group classes, discounts for veterans, and 
discounts for active duty families. Participating clubs can be 
found at www.healthclubs.com. Also, the American Council 
on Exercise is offering free training and fitness instruction to 
family members of deployed reservists and National Guard 
members. Participating instructors can be found at 
www.acefitness.org/joiningforces. 

If the governmentwide efforts and those in DOD seem 
like a lot just to make Americans healthier, that’s the point, 
Thompson said. 

“We all have to be in this together,” she said. “This is 
going to take a national effort to change these habits that have 
been ingrained in us for the past 40 years.” 
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55. No Pot For PTSD, White House Says 
(NAVY TIMES 17 JUL 12) ... Patricia Kime 

An effort to persuade the Obama administration to 
legalize marijuana for sufferers of post-traumatic stress has 
met with a sound rejection from the White House. 

Responding to a petition signed by 8,258 people on the 
White House website, Director of the Office of National Drug 
Control Policy Gil Kerlikowske wrote last month that 
marijuana is not a “benign drug” and does not meet standards 
of safe or effective medicine. 

“When the President took office, he directed all his 
policymakers to develop policies on science and research, not 
ideology or politics,” Kerlikowske wrote. 

The White House usually requires 25,000 signatures 
before it will respond to such petitions. 

The “Allow United States Disabled Military Veterans 
Access To Medical Marijuana To Treat Their PTSD” petition 
was launched last year by former Air Force Sgt. Mike 
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Krawitz, executive director of Veterans for Medical Cannabis 
Access. 

Krawitz said he launched the drive partially out of 
concern that veterans sometimes risk losing their Veterans 
Affairs Department medical coverage if they are found to 
smoke pot. 

“For many, cannabis not only treats PTSD, it’s a 
lifesaver,” Krawitz told Military Times in October. 

Seventeen states and the District of Columbia allow 
doctors to prescribe marijuana for medicinal purposes, but it 
remains illegal under federal law. 

The Obama administration has held steadfast in enforcing 
federal laws applicable to medical marijuana production, sales 
and distribution. Kerlikowske said the administration 
maintains that marijuana use is associated with cognitive 
impairment, respiratory illnesses and addiction. 

“We know from an array of treatment admission 
information and federal data that marijuana use is a significant 
source for voluntary drug treatment admissions and visits to 
emergency rooms,” he wrote. 

He added that the administration supports research on the 
phytochemicals in marijuana that might have medicinal value. 
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56. Guantánamo Judge Rejects Call For Him To Step Aside From USS Cole Trial 
(MIAMI HERALD 17 JUL 12) ... Carol Rosenberg 

The chief war court judge Tuesday declined to disqualify 
himself from presiding at the USS Cole capital murder case, 
dismissing defense objections to his post-retirement status and 
choice to preside at all the former CIA captives’ trials at 
Guantánamo. 

Army Col. James Pohl said he found no merit in the 
arguments of defense lawyers for Abd al Rahim al Nashiri that 
there was at the very least a perception of a conflict. 

Pohl’s decision to keep the case is irreversible in this 
process, which provides no interlocutory appeal on the issue at 
the military commission that is seeking Nashiri’s execution as 
the alleged architect of the suicide bombing of the guided-
missile destroyer USS Cole off Yemen on Oct. 12, 2000. 
Seventeen U.S. Sailors died in the al-Qaida attack. 

Defense attorneys spent the rest of the first day of a three-
day hearing asking the judge to fund several consultants and 
additional legal staff for the death-penalty case — from a 
memory expert to one on handling national security evidence. 

Pohl did not rule immediately, unlike his swift decision to 
continue to preside over the Cole case himself. 

Defense attorneys had sought an active-duty military 
judge whose contract is not up for annual review by the 
Department of the Army. The defense also said the process 
would benefit from a variety of judges making decisions 
beyond Pohl, a 32-year career Army officer with 12 years 
experience presiding at American soldiers’ courts martial. 
Pohl has described himself as “a process guy” who follows the 
rules of court. 

But Nashiri defense attorney Richard Kammen argued 
that military commissions are so historic and new — tackling 
“completely unknown, untested, unheard issues” — the 
process would benefit from different rulings by different 
judges. 

“If two judges disagree, one is right and one is wrong,” 
Pohl said at one point, before adding the caveat that there are 
at times issues of discretion. 

“The Spanish inquisition was a process. Soviet kangaroo 
courts were a process,” said Kammen, a seasoned criminal 
defense attorney from Indianapolis whose salary in this case is 
being paid by the Pentagon, just like the judge’s. 

Pohl bristled at the analogy. “Mr. Kammen, this process 
was set up by the United States Congress and set up by the 
president of the United States.” 

The hearing is to resume Wednesday at 9 a.m. in a secret 
session between the judge and lawyers but not Nashiri. The 
lawyers are to discuss how, if at all, the public — and the 

accused — can hear at least part of the attorneys’ arguments 
over what kind of information Nashiri’s lawyers can get 
related to his secret overseas detention and interrogation by 
CIA agents. 

Their specific request is filed under seal at the war court. 
Before Nashiri got to Guantánamo in 2006 he was held in the 
secret CIA prison network, called black sites, where 
declassified abuse investigations found agents interrogated 
him at gunpoint, with a revving power drill to his head, while 
hooded. His defense team considers those techniques torture 
that make certain evidence inadmissible at trial. 

The CIA has cast Nashiri, a self-described former 
millionaire from Mecca, Saudi Arabia, as al-Qaida’s chief of 
Arabian Sea operations at the time of his capture in 2002 in 
the United Arab Emirates. Nonetheless, his long-time 
Pentagon defense lawyer, Navy Lt. Cmdr. Stephen Reyes, told 
the judge Nashiri had a right to attend Wednesday’s closed 
session. 

Justice Department attorney Joanna Baltes countered that 
classified information would be discussed and therefore the 
captive couldn’t hear it — even though the title of the secret 
motion makes clear it’s about Nashiri’s own detention. 

Nobody in court — neither the judge nor the lawyers — 
mentioned an objection filed by 14 media organizations 
including The Miami Herald to the closure or gave any 
explanation for it beyond the judge’s saying they needed to 
discuss if they could adopt “euphemisms” to hold at least 
some arguments in open court. 

Pohl had originally set a hearing schedule through Friday, 
but all sides agreed to finish by Thursday night before the holy 
Muslim month of Ramadan starts. 

The prosecution opposed the defense bid to disqualify the 
judge, who has never before presided at a death penalty case. 
At Guantánamo, he has assigned himself to all commissions 
cases of captives whom the CIA turned over to the military in 
2006 after years in secret prisons. They total three cases 
involving seven defendants — alleged Sept. 11 mastermind 
Khalid Sheik Mohammed and four accused co-conspirators; 
Nashiri; and a guilty plea from Majid Khan, who agreed to 
turn government witness in consideration for eventual release. 

There are no other active cases before the war court at 
Guantánamo. All of Pohl’s cases involve questions of national 
security and foreign relations and are being heard in a special 
security court that allows for a 40-second audio delay to 
spectators and a white noise option to muffle anything deemed 
a state secret. 
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The colonel ruled after a 15-minute break from 
arguments. A day earlier he agreed to a defense request in the 
9/11 case to delay the next hearing by two weeks until after 
Ramadan. The prosecution had opposed that request. 

In Nashiri, prosecutors argued that the judge has taken an 
oath and is by nature independent of senior or political 
influence. They dismissed a defense argument that Pohl had a 
financial incentive to keep the cases. The judge was retired 
from the Army two years ago but recalled the same day to 
serve as the chief of the Guantánamo judiciary at a colonel’s 
pay of $10,557 a month. 

The Pentagon prosecutor said the pay was not of 
consequence because he’d get it as chief judge even if he had 
assigned other military judges to the trials. Plus, prosecutors 
argued that, as a retiree, Pohl would get 75 percent of his pay, 
anyway. Pohl said the prosecution brief was wrong. He’d be 
entitled to 80 percent of his pay in retirement, he said. 

Pohl also refused to allow the defense Tuesday to 
question him about additional benefits he gets as a re-activated 
Army officer as well as other issues they sought to clarify for 
the record in their failed bid to get the judge to recuse himself. 
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57. Could Fires At Shipyard Be Linked? 
Union boss suspicious; Navy offers $5,000 reward for tips 
(PORTSMOUTH (NH) HERALD 17 JUL 12) ... Deborah Mcdermott 

KITTERY, Maine — The president of the Portsmouth 
Naval Shipyard's largest union hinted Monday that the USS 
Miami fire on May 23 may be related to a small, second fire 
that occurred several weeks later and is the subject of a 
criminal probe. 

"The way things are unfolding, it would be a leap to say 
it's disconnected," said Paul O'Connor, president of the Metal 
Trades Council, when asked to comment on a Naval Criminal 
Investigative Service investigation of a June 16 fire near the 
Miami. 

Meanwhile, NCIS Public Affairs Officer Ed Buice said 
Monday that, although "there is no known connection" 
between the USS Miami fire and the June 16 fire, "that 
possibility can not be eliminated at this time." 

The NCIS is offering a $5,000 reward for information that 
will lead to an arrest in connection with the June 16 fire, 
which occurred just after 7 p.m. The agency is also 
investigating a third incident that occurred on June 19, when a 
fire alarm was pulled in the vicinity of the Miami. 

"A $5,000 reward doesn't happen lightly," O'Connor said. 
"It's highly unusual for the Navy to offer a reward. And for 
them to go public? That almost never happens." 

On June 16, shipyard firefighters were dispatched to Dry 
Dock 2, where the USS Miami is located. The small fire 
outside the ship had been extinguished with a fire extinguisher 
by a shipyard employee by the time firefighters arrived. No 
one was injured. 

Asked whether a shipyard worker might have been 
involved in starting the June 16 fire, O'Connor said, "I 
wouldn't draw that conclusion. There are other folks" typically 
in the vicinity, including sailors and private construction 
workers. 

The June 16 fire happened more than three weeks after 
the $400 million fire that occurred in the forward compartment 
of the Miami on May 23. It took more than 100 firefighters 10 
hours to bring the blaze under control. 

NCIS is also seeking information about another incident 
in the same vicinity at about 10:50 p.m. June 19, when 
someone pulled a fire alarm near the Miami. 

"There is no known connection between the incidents on 
the 16th and the 19th, (nor) is there any known connection 
between them and the fire on the USS Miami," Buice said. 

He said the goal of the ongoing investigations into the 
Miami fire "is to determine conclusively how and why it 
occurred and to be able to prove that there was — or just as 
importantly that there was not — any intentional wrongdoing 
or criminal activity." 

O'Connor declined to comment further on possible 
connections and causes between the Miami fire and the June 
16 and June 19 incidents until after the Navy releases a report 
of its findings. 

Earlier this month, the commander of U.S. Fleet Forces 
Command created a review panel to consolidate and evaluate 
all Navy reports concerning the May 23 fire. 

"The investigation's reopened. I've heard they're starting 
from scratch. That ought to tell you something," O'Connor 
said. 

He said that after the report is released, "I'll have plenty to 
say." 

Those with information for NCIS are asked to call (207) 
438-1330 or (207) 438-2509. To submit an anonymous tip, 
text NCIS plus your tip information to 274637, or submit 
information via the Web at www.ncis.navy.mil. 
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58. Navy Declares USS Edson Sea-Worthy, Destroyer To Begin Voyage To Saginaw River Tomorrow 
(BAY CITY (MI) NEWS 17 JUL 12) ... MacKenzie Burger 

PHILADELPHIA, PA — The 418-foot USS Edson naval 
destroyer is ready to begin its 2,436-mile voyage to Bay 
County, with help from multiple tug boats along the way. 

"The Navy inspected the ship yesterday and gave it a 
good bill of health," said Mike Kegley, president of the 
Saginaw Valley Naval Ship Museum. "If all goes well, the 
Edson is expected to arrive in Bay City on August 3." 

The Edson is currently moored at the Philadelphia Naval 
Shipyard. Captain Perry Felarise is in command of Colonel, 

the lead tug boat on the tow trip. Colonel belongs to a fleet of 
tug boats operated by Dann Ocean Towing out of Tampa, Fla. 

"We have to watch the weather conditions, which will 
determine what kind of speed we will take," Felarise said. 
"You can't pull it too fast because if it is too rough, then you'll 
break the cables." 

In addition to the weather, Felarise said that the crew 
needs to be aware of other vessels — such as fishing boats and 
sailboats — that the Edson will cross paths with during the 
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trip. If conditions are favorable, he estimates that the Edson 
will average seven knots, or a little more than eight miles per 
hour. 

Two tug boats will guide the destroyer about four miles 
out of the shipyard, where the lead tug plans to wait for ship. 
Here, the Edson is going to be tied to the Colonel, and Felarise 
said another tug will tail the procession until it gets offshore. 

"It's not every day we get to transport a vessel like this," 
said Joe Elser, a deckhand on the Colonel from Brandon, Fla. 
"We towed decommissioned ships from San Francisco to 
Texas, which is a similar thing in a different direction." 

As a deckhand, Elser's responsibilities include tug 
maintenance and untying and hooking up the rig. He also 
needs to be prepared for adverse conditions, which can cause 
plans to change at the last minute and require quick action. 

"Different aspects of the job can get a little hairy and be 
dangerous at times," Elser said. "In a tripping situation, the 
towed ship can pass the tug and tip, or a worst case scenario is 
if the tug loses the ship completely — I haven't been in these 
situations, but I've heard horror stories." 

Felarise said that the Edson is expected to get underway 
tomorrow at 11 a.m. The Colonel has a tank full of 70,000 

gallons of fuel, which Felarise said is enough to get them to 
their final destination. 

The Colonel arrived in Philadelphia this morning. Since 
then, crew members have gathered supplies and prepared for 
departure by making sure the ship is well-lit. 

"The anticipation builds until you finally get 
underway,"Elser said. "I have a deep love for the water, and 
hearing the waves crash against the boat is awesome." 

Tomorrow's departure surpasses the July 17 deadline for 
the USS Edson to leave the Philadelphia Naval Shipyard by 
one day. Despite the brief delay, Navy officials granted 
approval for the ship to get underway. 

This deadline marked 60 days since museum officials and 
the Navy signed a transfer of ownership at a ceremony held 
near the Independence Bridge Boat Launch, where the ship 
will be moored. In April, the Navy announced it was donating 
the ship to the Saginaw Valley Naval Ship Museum. 

USS Edson was launched on Jan. 4, 1958, and its first 
deployment was to the Western Pacific in January 1960. It 
served during the Cold War and was deployed to Vietnam 
three separate times, during which it multiple Meritorious Unit 
Citations. 
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OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
59. Asia's New Security Order 
Maneuvers by China, U.S. Force Rebalance 
(DEFENSE NEWS 16 JUL 12) ... Jochen Prantl 

Last week, East Asia witnessed a whirlwind of high-level 
ASEAN-plus meetings in Phnom Penh, Cambodia, to discuss 
regional security issues. Tensions over disputed waters in the 
South China Sea especially have kept the region in the cusp of 
crisis. The maritime standoff between China and the 
Philippines at the Scarborough Shoal reef area in April served 
as a strong reminder that the region lacks commonly agreed 
standards for dispute settlement. Although formulating a joint 
code of conduct for the South China Sea may help to build 
mutual trust and facilitate cooperation (it was announced that 
elements of such a code were agreed upon), this will not 
resolve the dispute. 

The Asia-Pacific security order is in a state of great 
uncertainty. At the heart of the problem is managing the 
transition from an order based on U.S. primacy, to one that 
accommodates the rise of Chinese power. China is no longer 
satisfied with its perceived political and strategic 
subordination to the U.S. 

Some claim that continued U.S. primacy means regional 
transformation would occur solely on U.S. terms, but those 
views are far too cozy and ignore the highly contested nature 
of American hegemony. 

U.S. primacy is deeply entrenched in the Asia-Pacific and 
will not easily fade, despite the global restructuring of power. 
The U.S. is realigning its defense strategy to meet these new 
realities by recalibrating and concentrating resources in the 
region. This is, to some extent, a direct response to the large 
increases in Beijing's military spending, which has caused 
concern both in Washington and among China's neighbors. 

The Stockholm International Peace Research Institute 
estimates that Chinese military spending rose by 170 percent 
in real terms since 2002, and by more than 500 percent since 

1995. And yet, that increase has been in line with its economic 
growth. Since 2001, military spending has remained 
remarkably stable at about 2 percent of China's gross domestic 
product. 

By comparison, U.S. military expenditure stands at 4.7 
percent of GDP. 

In a nutshell, U.S. rebalancing appears to be a policy 
based on containing China. 

But U.S. rebalancing creates important challenges. First, 
rebalancing has reassured — if not emboldened — U.S. 
followers in the region that they can still depend on the 
American security umbrella. Second, Asian countries do not 
seem to be satisfied with the prospect of a regional order based 
on Chinese primacy. 

Finally, U.S. rebalancing and Chinese assertiveness create 
an extremely volatile situation in the Asia-Pacific that is 
neither an architecture nor an order. Instead, the region is 
searching for both a vision and a design to manage relations 
among major powers and between major powers and weaker 
countries. 

In fact, by emboldening regional allies while alienating 
and isolating China, a U.S. strategy of containment may have 
the adverse effect of creating a security dilemma that 
exacerbates intraregional tensions. 

A prudent policy for East Asia should therefore 
emphasize cooperation and engagement, rather than a balance 
of power and containment. Five principles may serve as 
signposts for creating a new regional security order in the 
Asia-Pacific. 

 Great power management trumps institutional 
design. An effective security order requires political 
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bargaining among key stakeholders on the rules of 
the game. A regional order in the Asia-Pacific must 
be based on a grand bargain — centered around a 
Sino-U.S. condominium — with the (tacit) approval 
of other major powers, such as India, Japan and 
Australia. 

 Institutional form follows function. The form of 
regional institutions in the Asia-Pacific must follow 
the function of the grand bargain among great 
powers. Those who promote an ASEAN-centric 
regional ordering need to work out how to manage 
great power relations in an era of deeply contested 
U.S. primacy. 

 Multilateral pluralism trumps monism. There is no 
one-size-fits-all strategy to effectively reorder 
regional security. Collective problem solving needs 
to take advantage of both formal and informal 
approaches to multilateralism. 

 Contestation is part and parcel of collective 
action. Effective security governance requires a 

strategy to promote a discourse that champions one 
path of collective action over another. This strategy 
must carry enough authority to enforce a particular 
collective action outcome and to make the outcome 
acceptable to a wider audience. 

 Power must be accountable. In light of the 
contested and fluid nature of global and regional 
security reordering, the accountability of those who 
wield power and military force is of paramount 
importance. Accountability is inextricably linked to 
justice and legitimacy, which constitutes the flip side 
of the great power bargain. 

In conclusion, the new security order in the Asia-Pacific 
cannot be based on old Cold War paradigms. A new 
understanding is needed on the game that powers want to play 
and the rules they ought to follow. 

Jochen Prantl, senior research fellow at the Lee Kuan 
Yew School of Public Policy, National University of 
Singapore. 
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60. The Danger Of Miscalculation In Disputed South China Sea 
(SOUTH CHINA MORNING POST (HONG KONG) 17 JUL 12) ... George Torode 

After a bruising Asean meeting that only deepened 
divisions over the South China Sea, there was barely disguised 
mirth among some Filipino and Vietnamese envoys last Friday 
over news that a Chinese naval frigate had run aground on a 
disputed shoal near the Philippine island of Palawan. 

Understandable, perhaps, given the roiling tensions 
between both countries and China in recent months, but the 
grounding of the Jianghu-class frigate Dongguan - which was 
successfully refloated on Sunday and is now heading north - is 
no laughing matter. 

If anything, it underscores the growing risk of accidents 
and miscalculation across the South China Sea. Increasing 
numbers of naval vessels, coastguard ships, surveillance craft 
and fishing boats now ply troubled waters, their captains and 
crews ever more conscious of disputed sovereignty - and, in 
many cases, of the need to keep their flags flying. 

For several years now, the risk of a deadly miscalculation, 
or an accident that, fuelled by nationalism, degenerates into 
something more extreme, has been exercising strategic minds 
across the region, without a solution. We are left to hope that 
common sense, aided by good communication, prevails - and 
any spark is quickly contained. 

In this case, neither China nor the Philippines have seized 
the moment to attempt to turn the incident into something 
more dramatic. Beijing, not surprisingly, has avoided the 
megaphone diplomacy of recent weeks while the Philippines 
has avoided lodging a formal diplomatic protest. Its prominent 
offers of rescue assistance, backed by surveillance flights, 

were apparently enough of a show of sovereignty for Manila's 
ends. 

That does not lessen the significance of the incident, 
however. It is a reminder that naval vessels still ply sensitive 
waters, however much publicity is given to the vaunted 
proliferation of coastguard and other paramilitary vessels - 
much less provocative than naval ships. 

Half Moon Shoal sits at the edge of the Spratly 
archipelago, known as the Nansha Islands in Chinese, and is 
60 nautical miles west of Palawan. That means that while it 
sits well within the Philippines' 200-nautical-mile exclusive 
economic zone, it is also within China's historical claim, 
expressed by its controversial nine-dotted line encompassing 
much of the South China Sea. It is not a heavily militarised 
area. 

We are left to wonder, then, whether matters would have 
been so quickly and quietly dealt with if the frigate had run 
aground 125 nautical miles or so to the northeast, where the 
reefs of Tizard Bank are dotted with Vietnamese and Chinese 
military bases, as well as Taiwan's sole but extensive holding 
on Taiping Island. Malaysia and the Philippines also have 
bases elsewhere in the Spratlys. 

Nowhere in the region, in fact, is such a diversity of 
militaries so proximate as across the South China Sea. 

With half the world's shipping tonnage passing through its 
shipping lanes annually, oil and gas reserves, and a mounting 
strategic rivalry between China and the U.S., the growing 
threat of miscalculation in the South China Sea is something 
that must be understood - and addressed. 
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61. Military Child Care: Model For The State 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 17 JUL 12) ... Editorials 

Improved and expanded military child care centers shrink 
waiting lists and parents' anxiety over leaving their little ones 
while they work. 

Last week's opening of a $10 million, state-of-the-art 
child development center at Joint Expeditionary Base Little 
Creek-Fort Story continues to advance the Military Child Care 
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Act, legislation passed more than 20 years ago to improve the 
availability, management, quality and safety of child care 
provided on military installations. 

Strict standards and more spending overhauled military 
child care centers from wretched to wonderful. A sliding fee 
scale based on parents' income ensures that all military 
members can afford access to the programs. The National 
Association of Child Care Resource & Referral Agencies 
consistently ranks military child care centers as leading the 
nation in regulation and oversight as well as in high-quality 
child care. 

State governments, including Virginia's, should take note. 
Virginia provides scant oversight, and many day care centers 
skirt what little exists because they are exempt from licensing 
requirements. 

Non-military parents searching for child care in Virginia 
have minimal ability to determine which centers would fit 
their needs. Smart Beginnings, an early childhood advocacy 
organization, has instituted a rating system for participating 
child care centers in the region to help parents judge the 
training and safety of a center, but too few facilities 
participate. 

Those who find high-quality care then face another 
obstacle: The most qualified centers also tend to cost the most. 

The new center at Little Creek offers children in military 
families heated floors for crawling babies, a full service 
kitchen with pint-sized chairs, and new toys, dolls and books. 

Those are nice amenities, but the real value comes from 
the standardized training and support for all caregivers in the 
military child care system, along with extensive background 
checks. The military system also requires accountability 
through accreditation with inspections - about 98 percent of 
military child care centers are accredited. Compare that to the 
private sector, where less than 10 percent of day care centers 
are accredited. 

Our nation's defenders deserve the peace of mind brought 
by knowing their children thrive in a safe, nurturing 
environment while they work. The expansion at Little Creek 
and planned renovations and expansions at two other, smaller 
centers mean many more military parents will have that: The 
waiting list will drop from about 380 kids to 90. 

Other working parents in Virginia, those supporting our 
military and our economy, also need those services for their 
children. 

The Department of Defense dedicated its considerable 
might to improving child care for its members. Virginia needs 
only to look to the military for the blueprint for similar peace 
of mind for the rest of its citizens. 
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This Week in the War of 1812: 
On June 18, 1812, President James Madison signed the declaration of war against the British. Madison 
called for war on the basis of Great Britain's disregard for U.S. neutrality, its policy of forcing men into 
service without notice and provoking rebellion among Indians. The motion was narrowly passed in both the 
House and Senate, and the issue of war was hotly debated in Congress, where Federalists opposed the 
decision, and the majority of Republicans supported it. Opponents of President Madison called it "Mr. 
Madison's War," and the divide within the government and the American public only grew as the war 
progressed. For more information on the War of 1812, visit hhttttpp::////wwwwww..oouurrffllaaggwwaassssttiilllltthheerree..oorrgg// 
 
TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. 3 Navy Ships To Be Moved From Norfolk Area To Florida 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 16 JUN 12) ... Bill Bartel and Kate Wiltrout 

Three Hampton Roads-based ships and more than 1,800 Sailors will move to Mayport Naval Station in Florida at least a year 
earlier than planned, the Navy announced Friday. 

 
2. Chief Of Naval Operations Delivers Graduation Speech At Naval War College Graduation Ceremony 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 15 JUN 12) ... U.S. Naval War College Public Affairs 

NEWPORT, R.I. -- Chief of Naval Operations (CNO) Adm. Jonathan W. Greenert told more than 500 graduates of the U.S. 
Naval War College (NWC) that bold and accountable leaders are needed to make difficult choices in a changing environment during 
graduation ceremonies at Naval Station Newport, June 15. 

 
3. Blue Angels Add Awe To Sailabration Festivities 
Air show, tall ships draw thousands of spectators from Fort McHenry to Fells Point 
(BALTIMORE SUN 17 JUN 12) ... Scott Dance and Candus Thomson 

Shrieking children covered their ears and adults flinched as the Blue Angels made a low pass over Fort McHenry, only to stretch 
their necks and shade their eyes to track the Navy jet fighters as they soared into the sun. 

 
4. San Antonio Battles Back 
Amphib’s ‘E’ shows results of a turnaround years in the making 
(NAVY TIMES 25 JUN 12) ... Sam Fellman 

ABOARD THE AMPIHIBOUS TRANSPORT DOCK SAN ANTONIO — Being a crew member on this ship means dealing 
with a bad reputation. 

 
5. DoN Awards Recognize Acquisition Excellence 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 15 JUN 12) ... Defense Media Activity - Pentagon Bureau 

WASHINGTON -- Under Secretary of the Navy Robert O. Work recognized more than 50 individuals and commands for 
outstanding acquisition practices with a combined cost savings to the government of more than $2.5 billion during a ceremony at the 
Pentagon June 15. 

 
6. MCPON Visits Groton, Watches 'No Zebras, No Excuses' 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 15 JUN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Thomas L. Rosprim, Office of the Master Chief 
Petty Officer of the Navy 

GROTON, Conn. -- Master Chief Petty Officer of the Navy (MCPON) joined 2,000 Sailors on Naval Submarine Base New 
London June 14 to watch a presentation aimed at raising awareness of sexual assault and prevention. 
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CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
7. Eisenhower Carrier Strike Group To Deploy 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 15 JUN 12) ... U.S. Fleet Forces Command Public Affairs 

NORFOLK, Va. -- The Eisenhower Carrier Strike Group (IKE CSG), with nearly 6,000 Sailors, is scheduled to deploy from 
Naval Station Norfolk, Va., and Naval Station Mayport, Fla., June 20, to support operations in the U.S. Navy's 5th and 6th Fleets. 

 
8. U.S. Sticking To Script On Ospreys, Despite New Crash 
(KYODO NEWS 17 JUN 12) 

WASHINGTON — Washington plans to deploy MV-22 Ospreys at the Futenma air station in Okinawa this fiscal year despite the 
recent crash of a similar aircraft in Florida, the U.S. Defense Department said. 

 
9. Peruvian Frigate Arrives In Mayport 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 15 JUN 12) ... U.S. Naval Forces Southern Command and U.S. 4th Fleet Public Affairs 

MAYPORT, Fla. -- Peruvian navy frigate BAP Villavisencio (FM 52) pulled into Naval Station Mayport, Fla., for a weeklong 
training evolution June 15. 

 
10. Doctor's Ingenuity Yields Great Success During Pacific Partnership 2012 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 15 JUN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Stephen M. Votaw, Pacific Partnership Public 
Affairs 

NORTH SULAWESI, Indonesia -- An opthamologist serving aboard Military Sealift Command hospital ship USNS Mercy (T-
AH 19) during Pacific Partnership 2012 (PP12) is making a difference with a newly developed simulator. 

 
11. Pacific Partnership 2012 Concludes Visit To Indonesia 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 15 JUN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Kristopher Regan, Navy Public Affairs Support 
Element West 

MANADO, Indonesia -- Pacific Partnership 2012 (PP12) completed its first mission port in North Sulawesi, Indonesia, June 15. 
 

GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
12. Locklear: Pacific 'Pivot' Won't Require New U.S. Bases 
(STARS AND STRIPES 16 JUN 12) ... Chris Carroll 

WASHINGTON — Rather than building more bases, the United States wants to strengthen ties with Asia-Pacific allies and 
increasingly operate out of their bases as U.S. forces rotate through the region, the top U.S. commander in the Pacific said on Friday. 

 
13. Asia And National Security 
(WUSA CBS WASHINGTON (DC) 17 JUN 12) ... Vago Muradian 

The armed services’ YMCA has been serving troops since the Civil War. Its director tells us how the storied organization is 
changing to help today’s troops. 

 
14. Guam Is Showcase for U.S. 'Pivot' 
(SOUTH CHINA MORNING POST 17 JUN 12) ... Greg Torode 

HONK KONG -- For all the heated talk of the U.S. military's strategic "pivot" to the region, the scene in Guam's Apra Harbour 
over recent days is a reminder that the shift has been well under way for some time. 

 
15. Philippine Ship Pull-Out Calms Tensions: China 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 18 JUN 12) 

China said Monday it welcomed Philippine President Benigno Aquino's order pulling out two ships from a disputed shoal and 
expressed hope it would calm tensions. 

 
16. U.N. Suspends Syria Mission, Citing Increase In Violence 
(NEW YORK TIMES 17 JUN 12) ... David D. Kirkpatrick and David E. Sanger 

CAIRO — The United Nations said Saturday that it was suspending its observer mission in Syria because of the escalating 
violence, the most severe blow yet to months of international efforts to negotiate a peace plan and prevent Syria's descent into civil 
war. 
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17. Stop The 'Flying Tanks' 
Americans urge Britain to help halt cargo ship claimed to be carrying Russian attack helicopters that will 
allow Assad to drag Syria further into war 
(LONDON TELEGRAPH (UK) 17 JUN 12) ... Ruth Sherlock and Colin Freeman 

The U.S. government has enlisted Britain's help in an attempt to stop a ship suspected to be carrying Russian attack helicopters 
and missiles to Syria, The Sunday Telegraph can disclose. 

 
18. Go-Ahead For New Nuclear Weapons 
(LONDON TELEGRAPH (UK) 17 JUN 12) ... Robert Watts and Patrick Hennessy 

Britain is to forge ahead with a new generation of nuclear weapons under a £1billion contract to be disclosed this week. 
 

19. Norway Orders 1st 2 F-35s In $10B Deal 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESS 15 JUN 12) 

OSLO — Norway said on June 15 it had authorized orders for the first two of dozens of F-35 fighter jets it plans to buy from the 
United States as part of its largest-ever government spending project. 

 
20. Navy's New Ship Defective Already 
(AUSTRALIAN ASSOCIATED PRESS 18 JUN 12) 

The navy's new amphibious transport HMAS Choules has returned to Sydney to repair a mechanical fault that cut engine power in 
half. 

 

PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
21. Navy Takes Steps To Combat Poor Personal Choices 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 18 JUN 12) ... Corinne Reilly 

Consider any of the numerous recent cases in which Navy commanders have been removed from duty for some sort of personal 
misconduct, such as adultery, fraternization or fraud. 

 
22. First Female Submariners Find Few Obstacles 
(KITSAP (WA) SUN 16 JUN 12) ... Ed Friedrich 

BANGOR — Female submariners are fitting right in. 
 

23. Panetta Salutes Gays In Military 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 16 JUN 12) ... Pauline Jelinek 

WASHINGTON — Defense Secretary Leon Panetta on Friday thanked gay and lesbian military members for their service, as the 
Pentagon prepares to mark June as gay pride month with an official salute. 

 
24. DoD Conference To Address Military Suicides 
(NAVY TIMES 15 JUN 12) ... Patricia Kime 

A conference scheduled for next week in Washington on suicide among U.S. military personnel and veterans has taken on new 
importance in light of reports showing active duty suicides to date are outpacing last year’s numbers. 

 
25. Navy Sailor Killed In Motorcycle Crash 
(KSWB FOX SAN DIEGO 17 JUN 12) 

LA PRESA, Calif. - An active duty U.S. Navy Sailor was killed Saturday in a motorcycle crash on the transition from State Route 
125 to State Route 54 near La Presa, according to the California Highway Patrol and the San Diego County Medical Examiner's 
Office. 

 

FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
26. Arresting Gear Delays Not Expected To Hold Up Carrier Delivery 
(DEFENSE NEWS 18 JUN 12) ... Christopher P. Cavas 

Development of the new advanced arresting gear (AAG) for the U.S. Navy's Gerald R. Ford CVN 78-class aircraft carrier has hit 
a few snags and delays, the Navy said, but delivery of systems to the carrier's shipyard should not delay the ship. 

 
27. U.S. Marines Hope To Stand-Up First Operational F-35B Squadron In November 
(FLIGHT GLOBAL 15 JUN 12) ... Dave Majumdar 

WASHINGTON, D.C. -- The U.S. Marine Corps will stand up its first operational Lockheed Martin F-35B squadron this 
November if everything goes according to plan, a senior service official says. Prior to that, the USMC hopes to formally start training 
new F-35B pilots in October at Eglin AFB, Florida. 
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28. Lockheed Is Replacing Strikers At Fighter Plane Plant 
(NEW YORK TIMES 16 JUN 12) ... Christopher Drew 

Lockheed Martin said Friday that it had hired 300 temporary workers to replace striking union employees at its fighter plane plant 
in Fort Worth and could hire hundreds more. 

 
29. Navy: UAV Crash Won’t Slow Growing BAMS Program 
(NAVY TIMES 25 JUN 12) ... Joshua Stewart 

The Navy has no plans to replace the unmanned plane that crashed into a Maryland marsh June 11, and the service does not 
expect that loss to affect operations. 

 
30. DoD IG Questions Navy's OASIS Minesweeping System For LCS 
(DEFENSE DAILY 18 JUN 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

The Pentagon's Inspector General issued a report last week that faulted the Navy's development of a minesweeping system 
intended to operate off Littoral Combat Ships, questioning the reliability and cost of the Organic Airborne and Surface Influence 
Sweep (OASIS) program. 

 

BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
31. Navy To Bring Three-Ship Amphibious Group To Mayport Early 
(FLORIDA TIMES-UNION 15 JUN 12) ... William Browning 

There will be more ships at Mayport Naval Station by 2020 than there are now. That was what Navy Secretary Ray Mabus told a 
gathering of sailors Friday. 

 
32. Sailors Attend Ceremony Connecting War Of 1812, 9/11 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 15 JUN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Jeremy K. Johnson, Navy Operational Support 
Center Baltimore Public Affairs 

BALTIMORE -- Sailors visiting Baltimore's Sailabration and Baltimore Navy Week witnessed a historic moment, June 14, as 
three threads from the original Star-Spangled Banner were sewn into the National 9/11 Flag. 

 
33. Tall Ships, Foam Black Pirate Hats 
Making The War Of 1812 Real Today 
(WASHINGTON POST 16 JUN 12) ... Michelle Boorstein 

Lisa Walker was moving to Brazilian pop music and snapping photos — as was her husband — as they marveled Saturday at the 
full-rigged Brazilian Navy ship Cisne Branco, one of several huge sailing vessels in Baltimore to celebrate the 200th anniversary of 
the War of 1812. 

 
34. Sailors, Marines Show Off USS Fort McHenry 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 17 JUN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Wesley Dannelley, Navy Operational Support 
Center Baltimore 

BALTIMORE -- USS Fort McHenry (LSD 43) welcomed more than 1,000 guests aboard for the Star-Spangled Sailabration, June 
15, commemorating the 200th anniversary of the War of 1812 and our nation's flag. 

 
35. Comparing Navy Food 'Then And Now' At Baltimore's Sailabration 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 15 JUN 12) ... Kathy Adams, Naval Supply Systems Command 

BALTIMORE -- Navy chefs demonstrated the differences between Navy cooking in 1812 and Navy cooking in 2012 at 
Sailabration in Baltimore, Md., June 14. 

 
36. USS Constitution Sailors Support Caps For Kids In Baltimore 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 15 JUN 12) SONAR TECHNICIAN (SUBMARINE) 2ND CLASS (SS) ... Thomas J. Rooney, USS Constitution 
Public Affairs 

BALTIMORE -- USS Constitution Sailors gave Navy ballcaps to children during a Caps for Kids visit at the Ronald McDonald 
House in Baltimore, June 14. 

 
37. Sailors Give Back During Baltimore Navy Week 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 16 JUN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Patrick Gordon, Navy Operational Support Center 
Baltimore Public Affairs 

More than 50 Sailors and midshipmen from USS San Antonio (LPD 17), USS Fort McHenry (LSD 43) and USS Donald Cook 
(DDG 75) volunteered at "Meals on Wheels" of Central Maryland, June 14, during Navy Week Baltimore. 
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38. Rear Admiral Docks In Home State 
(MONTGOMERY (AL) ADVERTISER 17 JUN 12) ... Marty Roney 

Last week was a homecoming for Rear Adm. Frank Ponds, who toured Alabama as part of Navy Week and the service’s “50 
Flags for 50 States” effort. 

 
39. Seal Beach Opens New Energy Efficient Training Building 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 15 JUN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Eli Medellin, Naval Weapons Station Seal Beach 
Public Affairs 

SEAL BEACH, Calif. -- Base and Marine Corps staff celebrated the grand opening of a new energy efficient office and training 
building aboard Naval Weapons Station Seal Beach June 14. 

 
40. Naval Air Facility Wins Design Award 
(IMPERIAL VALLEY (CA) PRESS 17 JUN 12) 

The child care center at the El Centro area Navy base has received a national award. 
 

NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
41. UF, G'town To Play On Carrier At Mayport 
Mayor, Navy secretary announce Navy-Marine Corps Classic 
(WJXT TV JACKSONVILLE 15 JUN 12) ... Emily Turner 

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. -- The Florida Gators basketball team will play the Georgetown Hoyas in the Navy-Marine Corps Classic 
on an aircraft carrier at Naval Station Mayport in November, Mayor Alvin Brown and Secretary of the Navy Ray Mabus announced at 
a news conference Friday afternoon. 

 
42. Drones, Computers New Weapons Of U.S. Shadow Wars 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 16 JUN 12) ... Robert Burns, Lolita C. Baldor and Kimberly Dozier 

WASHINGTON— After a decade of costly conflict in Iraq and Afghanistan, the American way of war is evolving toward less 
brawn, more guile. 

 
43. DoD Doing Less Business With GSA Supply Schedules 
(FEDERAL TIMES 18 JUN 12) ... Sarah Chacko 

The General Services Administration’s federal supply schedules program offers government agencies rock-bottom prices on 
everything from plastic tarps to engineering services. The theory is that vendors will offer their lowest prices, expecting the agencies 
will turn to those GSA contracts first when they need to procure something. 

 
44. The Down Turn Begins 
Revenue Declines Are Just Beginning As U.S. Budget Cuts Loom 
(DEFENSE NEWS 18 JUN 12) ... Zachary Fryer-Biggs 

In the cyclical ebb and flow of the defense market, finding an inflection point — the moment when boons turns into downturn — 
can be difficult. This time, it's obvious. 

 
45. Workers Point Finger At Their Own Agency Amid A Backlog In Veterans' Benefits 
(NEW YORK TIMES 16 JUN 12) ... James Dao 

To hear wounded veterans tell it, there are few things more daunting, infuriating or soul-crushing than dealing with the Veterans 
Benefits Administration, the agency that decides whether they will receive disability benefits for injuries and illnesses incurred during 
war. 

 
46. U.S. Military Unveils Mobile Devices Strategy 
(REUTERS 15 JUN 12) ... Andrea Shalal-Esa 

WASHINGTON -- The U.S. military on Friday released a new strategy aimed at tapping the full potential of smartphones and 
other mobile devices while maintaining adequate security and reliability. 

 
47. Fate Of Submarine Clamagore To Be Decided 
(CHARLESTON (SC) POST & COURIER 16 JUN 12) ... Warren L. Wise 

MOUNT Pleasant -- For more than 30 years, the submarine Clamagore has served as a tourist attraction at Patriots Point Naval 
and Maritime Museum. 
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48. Still Leaking, USS Texas To Be Closed Next Week 
(HOUSTON CHRONICLE 15 JUN 12) ... Allan Turner 

The USS Texas, taking on water since it sprang a leak last Saturday, will be closed to visitors Monday through Friday as workers 
attempt to assess and repair the problem. 

 
49. Week In Review Jun. 09, 2012 – Jun. 15, 2012 
(YOUTUBE 15 JUN 12) ... U.S. Navy 

Welcome to this week's U.S. Navy multimedia production featuring selected images from around the fleet received during the 
week of Jun. 09, 2012 – Jun. 15, 2012. 

 

OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
50. Forgotten War 
The War of 1812, fought here 
(FREDERICKSBURG (VA) FREE LANCE-STAR 15 JUN 12) ... Editorial 

Two hundred years ago on Monday, the United States of America declared war on another nation for the first, but certainly not 
the last, time. Our foe? Mother England. For history-steeped Fredericksburg, the War of 1812 provides another batch of arrows in an 
already stuffed quiver. 

 
51. Old Ironsides And The Next Generation Of Naval Technologists 
(BOSTON GLOBE 15 JUN 12) ... Thomas A. Kennedy 

During the bicentennial of the War of 1812, Boston’s USS Constitution Museum is celebrating the critical role one celebrated 
vessel played in that war by opening the exhibit “Old Ironsides 1812 Discovery Center.” 

 
52. Helping Kids Have A Better Tomorrow 
(ARMY TIMES 15 JUN 12) ... Gen. Carter Ham 

Africa is a continent rich in natural resources, but Africa's most precious resource is its children. Sadly, too many of those 
children face a future threatened by sickness, disease, morbidity and mortality. That does not have to be the future they face; we can 
help those children have a better tomorrow. 

 
53. How Would You Describe The Evolution Of Social Media In The Navy? 
(INFORMATION DISSEMINATION 18 JUN 12) ... Rear Adm. Dennis J. Moynihan 

There have been profound changes to the way that the U.S. Navy approaches social media since Gahlran first launched his blog 
five years ago. 

 
54. U.S. Budget: Find Common Ground 
(DEFENSE NEWS 17 JUN 12) ... Editorial 

As last week ended in Washington, there were glimmers of hope that the Pentagon might avoid sequestration. 
 

55. The Deepest Cut 
The Pentagon may have way less money to work with than it thinks. 
(FOREIGN POLICY 15 JUN 12) ... Robert Haddick 

On June 10, The Hill's defense blog reported that a bipartisan group of 30 senators is meeting behind closed doors to discuss 
funding alternatives that would avert "sequestration," an instant $55 billion cut to the Pentagon's budget slated to occur on January 2, 
2013. This 10 percent across-the-board cut to defense spending was originally designed to be such an unthinkable menace that it 
would motivate policymakers to come up with rational fixes to the federal budget. Whether the senators will be able to find a solution 
before January remains uncertain. 

 
56. Naval Ship Games Now Officially A Trend 
(ESPN 15 JUN 12) ... Eamonn Brennan 

On Wednesday night, I was midway through NBATV's tremendous documentary "The Dream Team" when the subject of the film 
changed from team camaraderie and overwhelming success to a discussion of the brief media backlash at the time from those who 
believed the Dream Team was too good. I was 7 years old in 1992, and it never occurred to me that the Dream Team wasn't the best 
thing in the history of the world. But here I was, learning there was actually a backlash to the Dream Team. A backlash! Against the 
Dream Team! 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. 3 Navy Ships To Be Moved From Norfolk Area To Florida 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 16 JUN 12) ... Bill Bartel and Kate Wiltrout 

Three Hampton Roads-based ships and more than 1,800 
Sailors will move to Mayport Naval Station in Florida at least 
a year earlier than planned, the Navy announced Friday. 

Secretary of the Navy Ray Mabus said the first to go will 
be the New York, an amphibious transport dock ship that will 
shift homeports late next year. It will be followed in 2014 by 
the amphibious assault ship Iwo Jima and the Fort McHenry, a 
dock landing ship. The Fort McHenry is based at Joint 
Expeditionary Base Little Creek; the other two are based at 
Norfolk Naval Station. 

The Iwo Jima is the largest, with a crew of about 1,100 
Sailors. The Fort McHenry has a crew of about 410, and New 
York, about 350. 

Moving up the relocations, which Navy officials had said 
in February would occur in 2015, will provide a needed boost 
for the Jacksonville area's ship-repair industrial base, 
according to the Navy and an industry trade group. 

The moves also will reduce the potential impact from 
man-made or natural disasters in areas where the fleet is 
concentrated, like Norfolk, according to a Navy news release. 

"What this really does is save us," said J. Michael 
McGrath, executive director of the Jacksonville Area Ship 
Repair Association. "It keeps the small guys alive because 
they were getting nervous." 

The Navy's fleet in Mayport has shrunk considerably in 
recent decades, with many contractors not having enough 
work to stay in business, McGrath said. "We had a big gap in 
2014," before Friday's announcement, he said. 

The base had home-ported aircraft carriers since 1952 but 
lost its last one when the conventionally powered John F. 

Kennedy was decommissioned in 2007. According to the 
Navy, 16 ships are based in Mayport, but nine of them - eight 
frigates and a cruiser - are slated to be decommissioned over 
the next four years. 

The Navy has long wanted to move an aircraft carrier 
from Norfolk to Mayport, but Virginia politicians have 
stymied the move, arguing against the cost of preparing the 
Florida base to handle a nuclear-powered carrier. 

U.S. Rep. Ander Crenshaw, a Florida Republican whose 
district includes Mayport, said he's still pushing to bring a 
carrier there but considers the amphibious vessels a step 
toward reviving the base. 

"This is really a decision about national security. It 
recognizes Mayport's importance because of its strategic 
location," Crenshaw said, adding that he expects the base will 
become the East Coast home for new littoral combat ships 
starting in 2016. 

"The decision is not quite final," he said. "It's almost a 
done deal." 

The loss of three ships will have an economic impact in 
southeast Virginia, said Craig Quigley, executive director of 
the Hampton Roads Military and Federal Facilities Alliance. 
But there's also a recognition that Mayport's private ship 
industry has to be preserved, Quigley said. 

Losing a carrier, which experts have said contributes 
6,000 jobs and $425 million to the local economy, would be a 
much greater problem, he said. 

"This is a good compromise." 

Return to Index 
 

2. Chief Of Naval Operations Delivers Graduation Speech At Naval War College Graduation Ceremony 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 15 JUN 12) ... U.S. Naval War College Public Affairs 

NEWPORT, R.I. -- Chief of Naval Operations (CNO) 
Adm. Jonathan W. Greenert told more than 500 graduates of 
the U.S. Naval War College (NWC) that bold and accountable 
leaders are needed to make difficult choices in a changing 
environment during graduation ceremonies at Naval Station 
Newport, June 15. 

The CNO addressed the importance of their NWC 
educations and the importance it will have in current and 
future challenges that will face them. 

"Your studies here provide you an opportunity to reassess 
yourself, your situation and your service and to recharge 
yourself intellectually to see things more clearly," said 
Greenert. "But you will see it isn't that clear. That's not the 
way the world is. Things aren't as they appear." 

Greenert referred to the choices faced by the graduating 
class, balancing efforts and focus, and what the CNO needs 
from the graduating class. 

"We are at an inflection point in the Navy. The draw-
down in Iraq and Afghanistan and the economic deficit dictate 
a need for a new strategy," said Greenert. "I expect you to 
apply the three tenets of warfighting first, operate forward and 
be ready - in your wardrooms and view your decisions through 
them." 

Greenert joined NWC President, Rear Adm. John 
Christenson in presenting diplomas to graduates including 116 
students who traveled to Newport and earned their degree 
through NWC's College of Distance Education. 

In keeping with the tradition of NWC graduation 
ceremonies, Christenson gave graduates a final "charge" or 
challenge as they leave the college for higher leadership 
assignments. 

"You depart Newport to be part of the solution, to win 
any war, and to defend freedom. You depart with greater trust 
and confidence in your service and international partners. You 
depart with the 'knowledge of centuries' directly relevant to 
the challenges of today. I wish you and your families success 
and happiness in the years ahead," said Christenson. 

The June graduating class of 2012 included almost 300 of 
the U.S. Navy, U.S. Marine Corps, U.S. Air Force, U.S. 
Army, U.S. Coast Guard, National Guard and civilian 
government employees and over 100 international students 
from 70 countries. When combined with March and last 
November graduates, the 2012 graduation class is the largest 
in the college's 128-year history with 1,692 students. 
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3. Blue Angels Add Awe To Sailabration Festivities 
Air show, tall ships draw thousands of spectators from Fort McHenry to Fells Point 
(BALTIMORE SUN 17 JUN 12) ... Scott Dance and Candus Thomson 

Shrieking children covered their ears and adults flinched 
as the Blue Angels made a low pass over Fort McHenry, only 
to stretch their necks and shade their eyes to track the Navy jet 
fighters as they soared into the sun. 

At the Inner Harbor, crowds lined the waterfront for 
unobstructed views of the aerial maneuvers as the Angels 
ducked behind office buildings and hotel towers, their roar 
none the quieter. 

The air show represented a crescendo for the Star-
Spangled Sailabration, a weeklong event that also included 19 
tall ships and other military vessels moored in Baltimore's 
harbor to mark the start of a two-year-long remembrance of 
the War of 1812. A second air show is planned for Sunday. 

Throngs packed Fort McHenry, the Inner Harbor and 
other locales in what organizers expect to be one of the biggest 
events ever held in Baltimore — with attendance estimates 
topping those of the Preakness and Baltimore Grand Prix. 

"What a glorious day," said Caroline Watson of Frederick 
as her three grandchildren jumped up and down and clapped, 
watching the air show from Fort McHenry. "I don't know how 
anyone could not be moved by the fort, the flag and the Blue 
Angels." 

Sailabration organizers predicted 1 million people would 
attend through June 19, when the tall ships depart and the 
festivities conclude. About 25,000 filled the grounds of Fort 
McHenry to capacity by 11 a.m. on Saturday alone, and 8,000 
people flocked to Martin State Airport in Middle River. 
Baltimore police would not release an estimate of Saturday's 
crowd size, instead planning to release a total weekend figure 
on Monday. 

City police and fire officials reported few incidents. A 
police officer was struck by a fellow officer's Taser as they 
broke up a fight at the Renaissance Baltimore Harborplace 
Hotel, agent Donny Moses said. Children were reported lost 
but promptly found and reunited with their families. And three 
revelers who fell into the harbor near Ripley's Believe it or 
Not were quickly recovered and taken to a local hospital, 
according to the fire department. 

Police were out "in multiplied numbers" from Fort 
McHenry to Federal Hill to Fells Point, according to Moses, 
who declined to say how many officers were on duty for 
security reasons. The increased presence came as crime and 
violence have been a concern at major downtown events. 

While the Baltimore Grand Prix street race around the 
Inner Harbor went off without major incident in September, a 
child was struck by a stray bullet and a man died after being 
stabbed with a broken bottle after the Fourth of July fireworks 
display last summer. This summer police have stepped up 
downtown patrols after widespread fighting among hundreds 
of teens on St. Patrick's Day. 

Sailabration celebrations were planned into the night 
Saturday, with a fireworks display at about 9 p.m. 

Fort McHenry was a focal point of the festivities, and 
crowds came early in droves to tour the working naval ships 
docked there and see the air show from a prime spot. 

Battles fought in Baltimore during the War of 1812 are 
remembered as among the city's finest hours, when residents 
successfully staved off British forces on the nation's behalf. 
The fort withstood bombardment by a British fleet in 1814, 
inspiring Francis Scott Key to write "The Star-Spangled 
Banner," a poem that became the national anthem in 1931. 

"This is a blend of America's military past and present," 
said Vince Vaise, the National Park Service's chief of 
interpretation at Fort McHenry. "The fort's being used. It's not 
a museum piece sitting under glass. It's pulsing with life, and 
we're attracting a whole new generation." 

The Baltimore Department of Transportation staged 30 
buses at M&T Bank Stadium, where spectators parked to be 
shuttled for the 15-minute ride to the fort. Some visitors woke 
up before dawn to ensure they weren't shut out of the Fort 
McHenry festivities. 

"I was like, 'I'm not going to brave the crowd,' but then I 
realized I may never get another chance," said Mary Edwards 
of Middle River. 

People flocked to a number of locales for the best vistas 
of the Blue Angels, which were putting on their first show in 
Baltimore since 1959. 

Downtown workers like Kari Kishiyama, who lives in 
Severn, had seen glimpses of the Blue Angels as they made 
practice runs Thursday and Friday. The F/A-18 Hornet jets fly 
in formations of six at shows across the country to boost Navy 
and Marine Corps recruitment. 

"It's just so smooth," Kishiyama said of the show, 
watching with her husband, Lonnie, in the Inner Harbor. 

Crowds filled the waterfront promenades, lured by the air 
show and tall ships. Families pushed strollers and tourists 
stopped to snap photographs. Lines snaked along the 
sidewalks, dozens of people deep, as crews gave visitors 
ample time to explore the decks. Restaurants with waterfront 
views did a brisk business. 

For Maria Beck of Bethesda, the long lines meant plenty 
of time to work on a needlepoint project. She sat on a bench 
near McCormick and Schmick's seafood restaurant. She and 
her husband had walked along the waterfront, but he broke off 
to tour ships. 

"Walking around is nice enough for me," Beck said. 
Tre Medina, 9, and a group of young boys stood on the 

pedestal of a flagpole on the harbor's Pier Five, craning their 
necks above the grown-ups and scanning the horizon for the 
planes. Crowds froze and looked upward, cellphone cameras 
held high, when the jets appeared overhead, leaving a wispy 
loop of contrails behind as they disappeared from sight again. 

"There are seven," Medina counted. "No, six," he 
corrected, as all the jets joined in a "V" formation heading 
straight upward into the sky. The Blue Angels' show lasted 
about 45 minutes, with other small planes streaking across the 
sky earlier in the two-hour show. 

At Martin State Airport, people were able to watch the 
Blue Angels take off and land, and to tour Coast Guard, Navy 
and Marines aircraft in between. Upon landing after the air 
show, the Blue Angels pilots signed autographs there. 
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Back at Fort McHenry, the festivities continued after the 
air show with a concert leading up to the evening fireworks. 
As the Blue Angels show ended, some people were settling in 
for a patriotic evening on the water, while others were plotting 
their exit and a trip across the harbor to Fells Point. 

"If you wait until the last rocket's red glare, you'll miss 
last call," said Charlie Gomez of Washington. 

View Clip 
Photo Gallery - Pictures: Star-Spangled Sailabration 

in Baltimore 
(BALTIMORE SUN 18 JUN 12) 
View Gallery (212 Photos) 
Photo Gallery - The Ships of the Star-Spangled 

Sailabration 
More than 40 tall ships and naval vessels will sail into the 

Baltimore this month to mark the Bicentennial of the War of 
1812 and the writing of the Star-Spangled Banner. The public 
will be able to tour the ships. 

View Gallery (24 Photos) 
Last Day Of Sailabration Tours, Ceremony; Monday 

Schedule 
(WBAL AM BALTIMORE 17 JUN 12) 
Thousands of people packed the Inner Harbor and Fort 

McHenry over the weekend for Sailabration. 
Monday will be the last day that visitors can tour the 40 

tall ships and naval ships that have been docked in Baltimore 
since last Wednesday. 

The celebration is marking the bicentennial of the War of 
1812. 

Monday morning, representatives of the three countries 
that engaged in the war, the United States, United Kingdom 
and Canada, will mark the 200th anniversary of the 
declaration of war at Fort McHenry. Navy Secretary Ray 
Mabus, Canadian Ambassador to the United States Gary Doer 

and British Ambassador to the United States Peter Westmacott 
will attend the "From Enemies to Allies" ceremony. 

The tall ships and naval warships will depart in a "Parade 
of Sail" on Tuesday morning. 

The Navy, which sees the war as central to the 
development of its culture, and nonprofit Operation Sail 
organized ship visits around the country this year to kick-off 
the commemoration of the war, including events in New 
Orleans; Norfolk, Va.; New York, Boston and Baltimore. 

Organizers are raising $25 million to support events and 
programing and to help tourism sites around the state handle 
an increase in visitors. The U.S. Mint is selling gold and silver 
commemorative coins and will match up to $8.5 million of the 
funds raised. 

The events continue beyond this summer with an 
academic conference on peace in Annapolis in 2013, 
reenactments at battle sites around the Chesapeake Bay and 
the return of tall ships to Baltimore's harbor in September 
2014 to mark the anniversary of the battle memorialized in the 
national anthem. 

Monday Sailabration Schedule 
10:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 200th Anniversary Ceremony: 

From Enemies to Allies 
Anniversary of the Declaration of War on Great Britain. 

The ceremony will launch the international bicentennial 
commemoration and will include remarks and performances 
from the United States, Great Britain and Canada. 

Fort McHenry National Monument & Historic Shrine 
11:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m. Free Public Ship Tours/ 

Sailabration Villages 
Inner Harbor & Fell’s Point 
1:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. Free Public Navy Ship Tours 
North Locust Point 

Return to Index 
 

4. San Antonio Battles Back 
Amphib’s ‘E’ shows results of a turnaround years in the making 
(NAVY TIMES 25 JUN 12) ... Sam Fellman 

ABOARD THE AMPIHIBOUS TRANSPORT DOCK 
SAN ANTONIO — Being a crew member on this ship means 
dealing with a bad reputation. 

On the waterfront, the ship’s rap sheet is long. After what 
proved to be a premature delivery to the fleet in 2005, the first 
of the then-newest amphib class struggled with countless 
engineering flaws and the ensuing training issues that arose 
from not getting underway. 

Its only deployment in six years of service was marred by 
a plant breakdown that required a month of repairs, which was 
followed three months later by a sailor’s accidental death 
during a small boat launch. After returning to Norfolk, Va., it 
spent 18 months pier-side getting repairs at a four-star’s order, 
where it earned the nickname "Building 17." Another San 
Antonio-class LPD, Mesa Verde, deployed in its place on 
what turned out to be a 10½-month-long cruise. 

The crew, with basic training for their 2013 deployment 
behind them, hopes to dispel their reputation with a new 
distinction: a freshly painted white letter "E" on their bridge 
wing from the Battle Effectiveness award they earned in 
March. 

"To me, it’s showing the rest of the Navy and the world 
that the San Antonio, despite its mishaps in the past, as a crew 
we’re able to get over any hurdle, anything that’s thrown in 
our way," said Engineman 2nd Class (SW) Paris Pharisien, 
who has been onboard since August 2007. 

"We took a broken ship and made it excel," added 
Operations Specialist 2nd Class (SW) Pamela Melillo, who 
has been onboard 3½ years and said the crew "kicked ass" to 
get the award. 

To commemorate it, Melillo painted a mural on a 
passageway leading to the well deck. It features four words 
that motivated the crew as it worked toward the award: "focus, 
teamwork, ownership, pride." The Battle ‘E’ — given 
annually to the top performing ship in each squadron — is the 
latest signal that this crew, with enormous help, has mounted 
what appears to be a remarkable turnaround. The crew 
participated in the large-scale amphibious exercise Bold 
Alligator early this year and passed the rigorous Board of 
Inspection and Survey in April. 

"The tide has definitely turned," said Cmdr. Neil 
Koprowski, the ship’s commanding officer, as he ticked off a 
list of recent accomplishments in a June 7 interview. "We are 
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a normal ship. We are a normal crew who has pride and 
ownership in its ship to complete any mission tasked." 

Accepting Ownership 
That change didn’t come easily, said Koprowski, who 

explained that the crew returned from the 2009 deployment 
upset with the plant design problems, including lube oil leaks, 
faulty electrical wiring, poor welds and piping problems. 

"The crew felt slighted in that ‘Hey, we went on 
deployment with this ship and we had all these mechanical 
problems so therefore it must be a contractor problem,’ " he 
said. "So when they were going through the shipyard, a lot of 
the mentality was the shipyard’s got to fix this — which was 
true. But there was a piece of the ownership part of this where 
… we need to fix what we can fix." Building the crew’s sense 
of ownership was essential. In the plant, the chief engineer 
came up with way to encourage his snipes: Just as pilots gets 
their call signs painted on their aircraft, engineers could stencil 
their names on the equipment they maintain, said Lt. j.g. 
Nicholas Artabazon, the main propulsion officer. 

The other major hurdle was getting the departments — 
which had been trying to solve a number of problems on their 
own — to work together, Koprowski said. 

"Combat systems kept their own. Engineering kept their 
own. ... There were definite problems and issues that they 
wanted to keep to themselves and wanted to fix, but it wasn’t 
in a cohesive, team effort," Koprowski said. "The ship can’t 
survive in this stovepipe environment." The most troubling 

legacy the crew must overcome are the conditions that led to a 
shipmate’s accidental death on the maiden deployment. 
Engineman 1st Class (SW) Theophilus Ansong drowned Feb. 
4, 2009, after the 11-meter small boat he was in capsized. 
Navy investigators determined that poor sea-manship and 
supervision led to Ansong’s death, which occurred while the 
boat was being launched off the port side into the Gulf of 
Aden. 

Asked about the lessons from this incident, Command 
Master Chief (SW/AW) Michael Hart, who was not aboard at 
the time, replied: "How we operate here on the San Antonio is, 
chiefs are involved in every evolution." There are 28 chiefs on 
the ship, Hart said. 

"Chiefs are there, hands-on, working side-by-side with all 
the crew members during evolutions to ensure that we’re not 
only doing it safely, we’re following standard operating 
procedures, we have people qualified in each and every watch 
station," Hart continued, emphasizing each point. 

After some more pre-deployment maintenance, the ship 
will begin training with the Kearsarge Amphibious Ready 
Group in September and the 26th Marine Expeditionary Unit 
in preparations for their upcoming deployment. Pumped up by 
the Battle ‘E,’ crew members say they’re ready. 

"It really is our Cinderella story — our return to the fleet 
as a ship ready for tasking," said Lt. Cmdr. Robin Marling, the 
ship’s operations officer. 

Return to Index 
 

5. DoN Awards Recognize Acquisition Excellence 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 15 JUN 12) ... Defense Media Activity - Pentagon Bureau 

WASHINGTON -- Under Secretary of the Navy Robert 
O. Work recognized more than 50 individuals and commands 
for outstanding acquisition practices with a combined cost 
savings to the government of more than $2.5 billion during a 
ceremony at the Pentagon June 15. 

"We have a key mission to organize, train and equip a 
Navy and Marine team that is built and ready for war and 
operate[s] forward to protect the peace," said Work to the 
awardees. "The Secretary [of the Navy] and I are so thankful 
to have you in this department, doing just that, and making it 
the greatest Navy and Marine Corps in history. The amount of 
talent in this department, in this enterprise is just eye-watering 
and inspiring to me." 

Assistant Secretary of the Navy (Research, Development 
and Acquisition) Sean Stackley was also present at the event 
and said the award winners had achieved much in the past 
year. 

"These honorees have distinguished themselves this past 
year amongst those tens of thousands who contribute every 
day," said Stackley. "There are many great accomplishments 
across the board from the acquisition community with the 
incredible depth, breadth and the richness of the work that we 
do collectively across the department and across the world to 
meet the needs of the warfighter." 

The annual awards included this year's Rear Admiral 
Wayne E. Meyer Memorial Award for acquisition excellence 
presented to Steve Caracciolo, assistant commander for 
contracts, Marine Corps Systems Command. Caracciolo 
passed away last year and was recognized posthumously for 
leading a team in supporting the contracting actions for 56 

programs and over 160 non-designated programs of record 
totaling more than 13.6 billion in obligations. 

Stackley noted that before taking his most recent position, 
Caracciolo had been the contracting officer for the military's 
No. 1 weapon system, Mine Resistant Ambush Protected 
(MRAP) vehicles. Caracciolo was integral in running the $23 
billion program that makes nearly 1,000 of the vehicles per 
month. 

This year, the Secretary of the Navy's office also 
recognized a second Wayne E. Meyer Memorial awardee, 
Rear Adm. William Shannon III, program executive officer 
for Unmanned Aviation and Strike Weapons. Shannon helped 
usher in a new era of unmanned aerial strike systems and 
technologies. 

Other individuals recognized included Robert W. Hughes, 
small business technical advisor, Naval Supply Systems 
Command, for his work in small business advocacy, and 
Acquisition Professional of the Year Capt. Christian Becker. 
Becker led a multifunctional team for Space and Naval 
Warfare Systems Command. In this role, he helped the 
government save $65 million, and his team's work led to a 350 
percent increase in ship tracking reports. 

The Navy's Office of Small Business Programs (OSBP) 
awarded the Secretary's Cup award to Naval Facilities 
Engineering Command for promoting acquisition 
opportunities for small businesses. The OSBP also recognized 
the Naval Surface Warfare Center's Carderock Division. The 
Carderock division earned the OSBP Director's Award for 
promoting small business strategies in ways that are socio-
economically responsible and demonstrate substantial results. 
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Naval Sea Systems Command's (NAVSEA) Ocean Class 
Auxiliary General Oceanographic Research Team received the 
Small Business Team Award. The team earned the award by 
creating an environment where small businesses could 
compete for business, on equal footing, with much larger 
multinational corporations. 

Competition Excellence Acquisition Team of the Year 
awards went to NAVSEA's DDG 51 Acquisition Team and 
NAVSEA's MK54 Lightweight Torpedo Competitive Contract 
Evaluation Team. The DDG 51 team used the "profit related 
to offer" (PRO) approach to enhance competition. The PRO 
approach rewards the lowest bidding shipyard with a higher 
profit margin. The MK54 team used innovative techniques to 
create a robust request for proposal that will result in at least 
$80 million in savings. 

Marine Corps Systems Command's Common Aviation 
Command and Control System Program Office earned this 
year's Major Acquisition Activity Award. The award 
recognizes creative and effective practices that lead to lower 
costs and better technical performance. 

The Expeditionary Contracting Team Award recognizes a 
team providing superior support to forces in an expeditionary 
environment. This year's award went to Naval Supply Systems 
Command's (NAVSUP) Fleet Logistics Center Yokosuka, 
Singapore and Hong Kong Contracting Team for its work 
supporting humanitarian assistance missions in the South 
Pacific. 

NAVSUP's Fleet Logistics Center, Sigonella, received the 
Field Acquisition Activity Award for its excellence in 
bringing services to the customer at the right place and the 
right time. Sigonella maintained a 97 percent customer 
satisfaction rating while reducing costs by 33 percent through 
increased vendor competition. 

The Innovation Excellence Acquisition Team of the Year 
Award went to Naval Air Systems Command's (NAVAIR) 
Harpoon Block II+ Program Integrated Product Team for its 
work in providing product improvement to the fleet inventory 
of air-launch Harpoon missiles. 

This year, the Secretary of the Navy's office recognized 
two teams for their work in bringing technologies into 
operational use or into a program of record. The Excellence in 
Technology Transition Awards went to NAVSEA's 
Multifunctional Electronic Warfare Team and NAVAIR's 
Cargo Resupply Unmanned Aerial System Integrated Product 
Team. 

The winners within each category are listed below: 
Rear Admiral Wayne E. Meyer Award: 

 Rear Adm. William Shannon, Program Executive 
Officer , Unmanned Aviation and Strike Weapons 

Rear Admiral Wayne E. Meyer Award: 

 Steve Caracciolo, Assistant Commander for 
Contracts, Marine Corps Systems Command 

Acquisition Professional of the Year: 

 Capt. Christian Becker, Space and Naval Warfare 
Systems Command 

Expeditionary Contracting Award: 

 Naval Supply Systems Command 

 Fleet Logistics Center Yokosuka, Singapore and 
Hong Kong Contracting Team 

Major Acquisition Activity Award: 

 Marine Corps Systems Command 

 Common Aviation Command and Control System 
Program Office 

Small Business Advocate Award: 

 Robert W. Hughes, Small Business Technical 
Advisor, Naval Supply Systems Command 

Office of Small Business Programs, Director's Award: 

 Naval Sea Systems Command 

 Naval Surface Warfare Center, Carderock Division 

Office of Small Business Programs, Secretary's Cup: 

 Naval Facilities Engineering Command 

Department of the Navy Small Business Team Award: 

 Naval Sea Systems Command, Ocean Class 
Auxiliary General Oceanographic Research Team 

 Team members were Sara Delvin, Larry Driver, 
Caitlin Jarecki, Jessica Kirsch, Christopher 
MacDonald, Joseph Mackes, Jason Minett, Christina 
Zimmer, Karen Min, and Eun Park. 

Expeditionary Contracting Team Award: 

 Naval Supply Systems Command, Fleet Logistics 
Center Yokosuka, Singapore, and Hong Kong 
Contracting Team 

 Team members were Clay Welker, Craig Hill, Philip 
Yip, Mark Smith, Wendy Wah, and Dickson Luk. 

Competition Excellence Acquisition Teams of the 
Year: 

 Naval Sea System Command, DDG 51 Acquisition 
Team 

 Team members were Debbie Makle, Jackie Jones-
Brame, Kathy Gidick, Neal White, Greg Pierson, 
Martha Rouse, Millie Lopez, Megan Moore, and 
Greg Smarrelli. 

Naval Sea System Command 

 MK54 Lightweight Torpedo Competitive Contract 
Evaluation Team 

 Team members were Roderic Bragg, James Kalinger, 
Darnell Eaton, Cara Conlin, Renee Brooks, Bradford 
Crosby, Gerald Richards, Conan Simoes, Hector 
Lopez, and Jeffery Hanson. 

Innovation Excellence Team of the Year: 

 Naval Air Systems Command, Harpoon Block II+ 
Program Integrated Product Team 

 Team members were Abigail Stokes, Dave Rivera, 
Cliff Pierce, Stephen Lucianetti, Mick Haskins, Justin 
Gallagher, Gabrielle Forte, Iris Brambila, Mike 
Battaglia and Chuck Adams. 

Technology Transition Award: 

 Naval Air Systems Command, Cargo Resupply 
Unmanned Aerial System Integrated Product Team. 

 Team members were Eric Pratson, Lori Frame, Diana 
Harritt, Glen Heisler, Andrea VanLanen, Greg 
Makrakis, and James S. Meade. 
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Technology Transition Award: 

 Naval Sea System Command/ Office of Naval 
Research/ Naval Research Laboratory 
Multifunctional Electronic Warfare Team. 

 Team members were Betsy B. DeLong, Keith 
Krapels, Capt. Douglas Small, Capt. Ted Zobel, Ted 
Kimg, Harold Ellis, Valerie Deeds, Gregory C. 
Tavik, Janine Knott, James Bell, James Irvins, 
Richard Perlut, and Richard White. 
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6. MCPON Visits Groton, Watches 'No Zebras, No Excuses' 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 15 JUN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Thomas L. Rosprim, Office of the Master Chief 
Petty Officer of the Navy 

GROTON, Conn. -- Master Chief Petty Officer of the 
Navy (MCPON) joined 2,000 Sailors on Naval Submarine 
Base New London June 14 to watch a presentation aimed at 
raising awareness of sexual assault and prevention. 

The 90-minute production by students of Central 
Michigan University's (CMU) 'No Zebras, No Excuses' 
performance team took place as a training aid during the base's 
weekly general military training afternoon. 

A quick talk by MCPON launched the event. 
"I want everyone to have eyes on target to this," said 

MCPON(SS/SW) Rick D. West. "You have to take this as 
serious as you take submarine schooling, because it is a 
serious thing in our Navy right now." 

The performance was a series of real-life scenarios 
followed by brief lectures with members of CMU's team. 

"We're talking about sexual aggression here," said 
Stephen M. Thompson, CMU director of Sexual Aggression 
Services and facilitator of the performance. "Sexual 
aggression manifests itself in many ways; sexual assault, 
stalking, harassment, and partner violence. All four have one 
thing in common and it's about power and control." 

Mixed with comedy and drama the CMU team hit home 
the fact that 1 in 4 people will be a victim of sexual aggression 
at some point in their life. 

"I think this is great," said Electronics Technician 2nd 
Class Boyd Moats. "I just hope my shipmates get the message 
that they are trying to get across." 

In the end, the lesson was summed up with one word - 
action. 

"These incidents do not happen in a vacuum," said 
Thompson. "Other people know, but they just don't know what 
to do about it and that's why we are here. The first thing you 
have to do is notice behavior." 

Thompson went on to discuss the concept of notice, 
interpret, and choose. He spoke about how one may notice an 
individual taking candy off the shelf in the grocery store and 
stuffing their pockets. The action is then interpreted as a 
crime. The result of this situational awareness is a fork-in-the-
road of choice; do something, i.e. tell the manager, or do 
nothing. 

"Doing nothing is the zebra," said Thompson, referring to 
an earlier analogy of bystanders being similar to a herd of 
zebras. "You can't change what you were before you walked 
in those doors. You can change what you are now and what 
you are going to be after today. Choose not to be a zebra." 

The performers are all volunteers and this stop is part of a 
larger tour that includes: Kaneohe and Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, 
June 18-21; Yokosuka, Japan, July 16-17; Okinawa, Japan, 
July 19-20; Great Lakes, Ill., July 31-August 4; Port Hueneme, 
Calif., August 9; Point Mugu, Calif., August 10; San Diego, 
August 13-14; on board USS Boxer (LHD 4), August 15; and 
Camp Pendleton, Calif., August 16-17. 

MCPON closed the event with a few words. 
"When referring to sexual assault think of the following 

powerful words; not in our Navy, live with honor, courage, 
and commitment," said West. 

Sexual Assault Prevention and Response is an important 
element of the readiness area of 21st Century Sailor and 
Marine initiative, which consolidates a set of objectives and 
policies, new and existing, to maximize Sailor and Marine 
personal readiness, build resiliency and hone the most combat-
effective force in the Navy and Marine Corps. The 
Department of the Navy is working aggressively to prevent 
sexual assaults, to support sexual assault victims, and to hold 
offenders accountable. 

Help raise awareness by joining the conversation on 
social media using #SAAM. 
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CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
7. Eisenhower Carrier Strike Group To Deploy 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 15 JUN 12) ... U.S. Fleet Forces Command Public Affairs 

NORFOLK, Va. -- The Eisenhower Carrier Strike Group 
(IKE CSG), with nearly 6,000 Sailors, is scheduled to deploy 
from Naval Station Norfolk, Va., and Naval Station Mayport, 
Fla., June 20, to support operations in the U.S. Navy's 5th and 
6th Fleets. 

The aircraft carrier USS Dwight D. Eisenhower (CVN 
69), commanded by Capt. Marcus A. Hitchcock, guided-
missile destroyers USS Winston S. Churchill (DDG 81) and 
USS Jason Dunham (DDG 109) will deploy from Naval 
Station Norfolk. 

Guided-missile cruiser USS Hue City (CG 66) and 
guided-missile destroyer USS Farragut (DDG 99) will deploy 
from Naval Station Mayport. 

Working with allied and partner maritime forces, the IKE 
CSG deployment will focus heavily on maritime security 
operations and theater security cooperation efforts. 

IKE CSG has successfully completed a series of complex 
training events and certifications over the last several months 
to ensure they operate effectively and safely together. 

Commanded by Rear Adm. Michael Manazir, IKE CSG is 
comprised of Carrier Strike Group (CSG) 8, embarked Carrier 
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Air Wing (CVW) 7, embarked Destroyer Squadron 
(DESRON) 28, Winston S. Churchill, Jason Dunham, Hue 
City and Farragut. The aircraft squadrons of CVW 7 embarked 
aboard IKE are: The squadrons of CVW-7 include strike 
fighter squadrons VFA-143 "Pukin Dogs", VFA-131 
"Wildcats", VFA-83 "Rampagers" and VFA-103 "Jolly 
Rogers"; tactical electronics warfare squadron VAQ-140 
"Patriots"; carrier airborne early warning squadron VAW-121 
"Bluetails"; Fleet Logistics Support Squadron 40 "Rawhides 
and helicopter anti-submarine squadron HS-5 "Nightdippers." 

Broadcast Clip - USS Dwight D. Eisenhower CSG 
Deploying For 9 Months 

(WVEC ABC NORFOLK 15 JUN 12) Mike Gooding 
Navy families are used to separations, but the upcoming 

deployment of the Eisenhower Carrier Strike Group will be 
three months longer than usual. 

The Navy confirmed to 13News that the ships and their 
nearly 6,000 Sailors at Norfolk and Mayport, Florida will 
leave June 20 for nine months. 

Ships of the IKE CSG are USS Dwight D. Eisenhower, 
the guided missile destroyers USS Winston S. Churchill and 
USS Jason Dunham - all from Norfolk - and the Florida-based 

guided missile cruiser USS Hue City and the guided missile 
destroyer USS Farragut. 

The aircraft squadrons of CVW 7 embarked aboard IKE 
are: The squadrons of CVW-7 include strike fighter squadrons 
VFA-143 "Pukin Dogs", VFA-131 "Wildcats", VFA-83 
"Rampagers" and VFA-103 "Jolly Rogers"; tactical electronics 
warfare squadron VAQ-140 "Patriots"; carrier airborne early 
warning squadron VAW-121 "Bluetails"; Fleet Logistics 
Support Squadron (VRC) 40 "Rawhides and helicopter anti-
submarine squadron HS-5 "Nightdippers." 

The Navy says the Sailors will conduct maritime security 
operations and theater security cooperation efforts. 

View Clip (RT: 1:56) 
Broadcast Clip - So Others May Live 
(YOUTUBE 15 JUN 12) Mass Communication Specialist 

2nd Class Brooks B. Patton, Jr., U.S. Navy YouTube Channel 
This multi-media piece takes look at the Search and 

Rescue team aboard USS Enterprise (CVN 65). The story is 
told through the voice of Naval Air Crewman 2nd Class Ben 
Cook. 

View Clip (RT: 2:33) 

Return to Index 
 

8. U.S. Sticking To Script On Ospreys, Despite New Crash 
(KYODO NEWS 17 JUN 12) 

WASHINGTON — Washington plans to deploy MV-22 
Ospreys at the Futenma air station in Okinawa this fiscal year 
despite the recent crash of a similar aircraft in Florida, the 
U.S. Defense Department said. 

"That is the intention. There has been no change in that 
(plan) so far," John Kirby, a deputy assistant secretary of 
defense, told reporters Friday. 

Kirby said the Pentagon will "completely and 
transparently" share the findings of an ongoing investigation 
into the crash with Tokyo and stressed that "the Osprey has a 
very good safety record," noting the planes carry out 
operations daily in Afghanistan. 

"We're confident in the aircraft and its capabilities, and 
we look forward to discussing this issue with our Japanese 
counterparts," Kirby said. 

Asked how long the U.S. Air Force's investigation into 
the Florida crash will take, Kirby said that depends entirely on 
the causes of the accident and their complexity. 

"We're very glad that there were no fatalities in this 
mishap," he added. 

A CV-22 Osprey crashed during training Wednesday 
evening in southern Florida, injuring five crew members and 
fueling safety concerns over the planned deployment of MV-
22s to Okinawa. 

The government said Thursday it will not be able to brief 
Okinawa residents on the deployment plan until the cause of 
the accident is made clear. Such a briefing is a precondition 
for the plan to be given the green light. 
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9. Peruvian Frigate Arrives In Mayport 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 15 JUN 12) ... U.S. Naval Forces Southern Command and U.S. 4th Fleet Public Affairs 

MAYPORT, Fla. -- Peruvian navy frigate BAP 
Villavisencio (FM 52) pulled into Naval Station Mayport, Fla., 
for a weeklong training evolution June 15. 

Fourth-year cadets from the Peruvian Naval Academy are 
on board putting to practice what they have learned from the 
school. During the training aboard the Peruvian frigate, the 
crew visited Colombia, Ecuador and Mexico. 

The frigate also visited Norfolk, Va., where the ship and 
crew participated in Operation Sail 2012, a collaboration of 
organizations, a fleet of tall ships, and Navy and military war 
ships representing the world come together to promote 
goodwill among nations, inspire patriotism and foster interest 
in maritime history and heritage. 

"The training ship Villavisencio is an ambassador for my 
country," said Peruvian navy Cmdr. Yuri Bezzubikoff, U.S. 
Naval Forces Southern Command and U.S. 4th Fleet foreign 

liaison officer. "The port visit here to Naval Station Mayport 
is a testament of our strong professional relationship with 4th 
Fleet and our shared commitment to maritime security and 
stability." 

Commissioned in 1979, it was named after Peruvian Vice 
Adm. Manuel Villavisencio who fought in the War of the 
Pacific. It set sail May 6, and will return to its homeport in 
July. 

While in port, the crew will tour the local area, enjoy 
local recreational activities, and visit Disney World. They will 
also be hosted aboard USS De Wert (FFG 45) for a "Steel 
Beach Picnic" barbecue. 

"Villavisencio's port visit to Mayport is a unique 
opportunity for the crew to experience U.S. Navy, and 
especially Jacksonville/First Coast Florida hospitality and 
culture first hand," said Rear Adm. Kurt Tidd, commander, 
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U.S. Naval Forces Southern Command and U.S. 4th Fleet 
(COMUSNAVSO/C4F). "It is also a wonderful chance to 

make new and lasting friendships with an enduring partner 
Navy in our very own hemisphere." 
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10. Doctor's Ingenuity Yields Great Success During Pacific Partnership 2012 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 15 JUN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Stephen M. Votaw, Pacific Partnership Public 
Affairs 

NORTH SULAWESI, Indonesia -- An opthamologist 
serving aboard Military Sealift Command hospital ship USNS 
Mercy (T-AH 19) during Pacific Partnership 2012 (PP12) is 
making a difference with a newly developed simulator. 

Dr. John Jarstad, team lead with Later Day Saints 
Charities, said he wanted to come up with an inexpensive and 
effective way to train doctors in developing nations how to 
perform the most up-to-date procedures in eye surgeries. 

"I just didn't know how to do it," said Jarstad. "That's 
where my neighbor came in. He suggested creating a 
simulator much like the ones a pilot might use, but much 
cheaper." 

Starting 10 days before he was scheduled to leave on 
Mercy, Jarstad got to work on creating his new simulator. 

"Using a plastic facial mold, PVC piping, clay, and an 
acrylic base I was able to create one of the most realistic 
training models I have ever used," he said. 

Most modern eye simulators cost upwards of $800 - 
Jarstad's costs only seven. 

"Having such a cheap yet effective substitute to the more 
expensive models currently in circulation will allow us to 
produce it en masse and deliver it to doctors in developing 
nations around the world," he said. 

The first test for Jarstad's device was when the Mercy 
arrived in Manado, Indonesia to support PP12. 

While there, Jarstad visited a local eye clinic where he 
instructed 35 Indonesian opthamologists in techniques using 
his new device. 

"When we started training, none of the doctors had ever 
performed a surgery like this before," he said. "But after one 
week every one of them were able to successfully perform the 
surgery on real patients. It was a true success." 

Jarstad is no stranger to teaching young doctors. He is 
currently a professor at Pacific North West College of 
Medicine. 

"Being able to teach these doctors from Indonesia and 
watching them succeed after using my device really shows me 
how much of a difference it can make," he said. 

Jarstad's skills however are used to teach more than just 
the doctors in Indonesia. He is also putting his years of 
experience to work training the young doctors aboard Mercy. 

"Teaching new doctors is my favorite part of what I do," 
he said. "These are some of the most gifted young minds I 
have ever had the opportunity to help train. 

Jarstad said he felt very blessed to be able to bring his 
device to the people and places that needed as well as to be a 
part of this mission. 

"This is an experience that none of us will ever forget. 
Every nurse and doctor both aboard the ship and those we 

touched in Indonesia will always remember our time here with 
PP12," Jarstad said. 
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11. Pacific Partnership 2012 Concludes Visit To Indonesia 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 15 JUN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Kristopher Regan, Navy Public Affairs Support 
Element West 

MANADO, Indonesia -- Pacific Partnership 2012 (PP12) 
completed its first mission port in North Sulawesi, Indonesia, 
June 15. 

The PP12 team of more than 1,200 crew spent 15 days 
traveling between Manado and the three islands of Sangihe, 
Talaud, and Siau aboard Military Sealift Command hospital 
ship USNS Mercy (T-AH 19). 

The multinational, multi-organizational crew of host and 
partner nations, and non-governmental organizations (NGOs) 
worked in the fields of medical and dental, veterinarian, civil 
engineering and subject matter expert exchanges. They also 
conducted community service in the areas of sports and 
recreation, donated items and band performances. 

"I believe the key to our success was our ability to bring 
people together in a focused effort," said Capt. James Morgan, 
PP12 mission commander. "We have accomplished a great 
deal in two weeks time." 

The mission participated in 11 major subject matter expert 
exchanges involving more than 1,000 Indonesian specialists, 
allowing this year's mission to continue building on 
established best practices for all the countries involved. 

According to Morgan, nearly 200 surgeries were 
conducted; four major engineering projects stood up; more 

than 2,300 livestock and pets received veterinary care; and 
more than 9,000 local citizens received medical evaluations 
and treatments in Manado and on the outer islands. 

The crew also conducted cultural exchanges and 
community service with local citizens by playing sports, 
reading with children, transporting donated supplies, and 
conducting 10 music concerts and clinics performed by the 
U.S. Pacific Fleet Band. 

The goal of PP12 is to take part in a humanitarian and 
civic assistance mission that brings together U.S. military and 
civilian personnel, host and partner nations, non-government 
organizations and international agencies to build stronger 
relationships and develop disaster response capabilities. 

"Pacific Partnership in Indonesia brought together the 
very best military, humanitarian, governmental and non-
governmental agencies and organizations that our countries 
and the international community as a whole have to offer," 
Morgan said. "I couldn't be more proud." 

Working together as an integrated team and at the 
invitation of the Indonesian government, Indonesia military 
and civil service personnel worked alongside the partner 
nations of Australia, Canada, France, Malaysia, and the United 
States; the NGOs of Global Grins, Hope World Wide, Johns 
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Hopkins University Medicine, Latter Day Saints Charities, 
Project Handclasp, Project Hope, Univ. of California San 
Diego Pre-Dental Society, University of Hawaii Schools of 
Engineering and Nursing, and World Vets; and, Joint and 
Interagency teams from the United States Army, Air Force, 
Marine Corps and Navy, Departments of State, Justice, 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, and the 
U.S. Agency for International Development. Approximately 
70 professional civilian mariners also ensured the safety and 
navigation of Mercy. 

The remaining Pacific Partnership 2012 mission ports 
include the Philippines, Vietnam and Cambodia. Through 
active engagement with host nation officials and militaries, 
subject matter expert exchanges, civil action projects and 
medical exchanges, the mission will continue to build the 
regional partnerships and collective abilities needed to respond 
to natural disasters. 

Sponsored by the U.S. Navy Pacific Fleet and now in its 
seventh year, Pacific Partnership is the largest annual 
humitarian civic assistance mission in the Asia-Pacific region. 

View Clip (RT: 5:38) 
Navy's Pacific Fleet Band Builds Friendships during 

PP12 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 17 JUN 12) Lt. Megan Hinton, 

Navy Public Affairs Support Element-West 
MANADO, Indonesia -- The U.S. Pacific Fleet Band 

gave 10 special performances and workshops at local 
shopping malls, elementary schools, and medical clinics to 
residents of Manado, Sangihe, Talaud, and Siau, during a two-
week visit to the North Sulawesi province, May 31 - June 15. 

The U.S. Pacific Fleet Band, stationed in Pearl Harbor, is 
currently embarked aboard the Military Sealift Command 

hospital ship USNS Mercy (T-AH 19) as part of Pacific 
Partnership 2012, the U.S. Pacific Fleet's annual humanitarian 
and civic action (HCA) mission. 

"Music is the universal language, and no matter how 
different our cultures, we still share the same appreciation for 
music," said Lt. Jeff Wrenn, officer-in-charge of the band. 
"Music is something we can all relate to. It provides common 
ground throughout cultures." 

The band's performances in Manado included two large 
concerts at Mega Mall and Manado Town Square. They also 
played for a local elementary school and conducted interactive 
music assemblies with the students. The additional concerts 
and workshops were held on the outer islands and included 
support for ribbon-cutting ceremonies to open new and 
refurbished medical and school buildings; during community 
service events at local schools; and, as part of the closing 
celebrations of Mercy's visit to the islands. 

"There is immediate feedback and satisfaction when 
playing for children," said Senior Chief Musician Dereck 
Werner, the band's leading chief petty officer. "You can see 
the enthusiasm in their eyes and smiles and the band really 
feeds off their energy. It's amazing how quickly they can learn 
a new song by just listening." 

The band is embarked to play at various receptions, 
ceremonies and community relations projects as part of the 
Navy's commitment to strengthen partnerships with Pacific 
and oceanic nations. 

The U.S. Pacific Fleet Band regularly performs around 
the Pacific and specializes in a variety of American music 
including jazz, Latin, country, R&B, hip-hop and rock. 
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GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
12. Locklear: Pacific 'Pivot' Won't Require New U.S. Bases 
(STARS AND STRIPES 16 JUN 12) ... Chris Carroll 

WASHINGTON — Rather than building more bases, the 
United States wants to strengthen ties with Asia-Pacific allies 
and increasingly operate out of their bases as U.S. forces 
rotate through the region, the top U.S. commander in the 
Pacific said on Friday. 

In his first Pentagon press briefing, Adm. Samuel 
Locklear, installed in March as head of U.S. Pacific 
Command, fielded questions about the United States’ much-
heralded rebalancing, or “pivot,” toward increased emphasis 
on Pacific. 

“We’re not really interested in building any more U.S. 
bases in the Asia-Pacific,” he said. “We shouldn’t have to at 
this point in time.” 

Joint exercises like one later this month in international 
waters south of the Korean peninsula will help build 
“interoperability” between allied militaries, increasing their 
joint effectiveness, he said. In the first-of-its kind trilateral 
exercise, the United States, Japan and South Korea will 
practice security and humanitarian responses, officials have 
said. 

Driven by increasingly vigorous Chinese assertions of 
territorial and maritime rights, as well as growing Chinese 
military strength, countries of the region ranging from 
Vietnam to Indonesia have sought closer ties with the United 
States. 

China and a number of other countries around the world 
make excessive maritime claims, Locklear said, which 
collectively could restrict access to more than one-third of the 
total area of the world’s oceans and complicate passage 
through straits important to global commerce. 

But Locklear, who will meet with his Chinese military 
counterparts in the coming weeks, said the ascendant Asian 
power appears open to working with the U.S. on security 
matters. 

“We are going to continue to work on our military-to-
military relations with China,” he said. “Because it’s so 
important that as China emerges, that we understand each 
other, that we prevent miscalculation as we go forward.” 
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13. Asia And National Security 
(WUSA CBS WASHINGTON (DC) 17 JUN 12) ... Vago Muradian 

The armed services’ YMCA has been serving troops since 
the Civil War. Its director tells us how the storied organization 
is changing to help today’s troops. 

But first, it’s already a busy summer for Defense 
Secretary Leon Panetta, who just got back from a news-
making trip across Asia that took him to Singapore, Vietnam, 
India and Afghanistan, a large part of which was to explain 
Washington’s pivot to the region and strike new basing deals. 

Back in Washington, a presidential campaign is underway 
as the threat of budgetary sequestration looms every larger that 
would automatically chop another $500 billion from defense 
spending over the coming decade. Add to that an ongoing war 
in Afghanistan, operations worldwide, a new cyber initiative, 
and investigations into news stories about classified 
capabilities and bases and you have the makings of a long, hot 
summer. 

Joining us to talk about the latest from the E Ring are two 
men with great reputations among the press corps for their 
candor: Pentagon Press Secretary George Little, and DOD 
spokesman, Captain John Kirby. 

Gentlemen, welcome to the program. 
George Little [Pentagon Press Secretary]: Great to be 

here. Thank you, Vago. 
Captain John Kirby [DoD Spokesman]: Thank you. 
Muradian: George, let me start with you. 
Little: Sure. 
Muradian: Secretary Panetta’s Asia trip was the first 

since the administration’s new strategy. There has been a lot 
of concern in the region, especially about China’s rise and its 
increasing assertiveness. The United States already has 
extensive bases in the region. There are some 300,000 troops 
that are there. 

Where are some of the new places that we’re going to? I 
mean, the Philippines and Vietnam are two of the places 
where we’re going to be returning. How many people are we 
talking about adding and what is that they’re going to be doing 
in the region? 

Little: Very good question, Vago. And you’re absolutely 
right. The president and the secretary announced in January 
that we would be rebalancing toward the Asia-Pacific region. 

As you know, the United States military has had a 
presence in Asia-Pacific for decades. And what we’re doing is 
reasserting that presence and our commitment to the region. 

The region is a very important economic center for 
American interests. It’s obviously an important center for 
American security interests. And what this really does is 
reinvigorate our security and military relationships in the 
region, and that’s precisely what Secretary Panetta laid out in 
his recent visit to the region. 

In Shangri-La, the Shangri-La dialogue, he put some meat 
on the bone on what exactly that means. And that means 
working more closely with our partners and allies in the Asia-
Pacific region to ensure and to reassure them that we are there 
to stand with them, we are there to ensure that peace and 
prosperity in the region stays, that we protect maritime 
freedoms, and so forth and so on, and that we ensure that 
everyone in the region follows the rules of the road. And that’s 
not just for military purposes, it’s also for economic reasons. 

Muradian: That’s right. And you’re going to have the 
Littoral Combat Ships, obviously, that will be based in 
Singapore, even have extra troops that are going to be in 
Darwin, in Australia, about 2,500 Marines as well. 

But, ultimately – and I want to direct this to you, Captain. 
You know, this really is in some respects about China and 
people’s concerns about China. Where else do we need to be 
in order to reassure our allies, but do it in a way that doesn’t 
actually drive China to feel like it’s being cornered and it’s 
being boxed in and they’re thereby kind of caught – you 
know, the concern by some is that that is going to turn – cause 
the conflict you’re actually trying to avoid in doing this. 

Kirby: Yes. There’s certainly no reason for China to feel 
boxed in or pressured by this. This isn’t about China actually, 
Vago. It’s about the region. It’s about security write large 
across a vast expanse of the earth’s surface. And we are a 
Pacific power. We have been for over 150 years. And we have 
obligations. We have security commitments there that we’re 
going to continue to meet. We have allies and partners who 
are much threatened there not by China, but by other threats as 
well. And so we have to make sure that we’re able to meet 
those security commitments in a new and dynamic way. 

And you talked a little bit about the permanent 
assignment. And there will be some permanent assignments 
there in the region, but a large part of the rebalancing to the 
Asia-Pacific is really about rotational training deployments. 
So it’s troops coming and going and more activity, more 
intellectual capital, more exercises, all being spent there in the 
Asia-Pacific. It’s not simply just about a permanent footprint 
of any kind. 

Muradian: But has this been budgeted? I mean, 
obviously it’s a period of fiscal austerity. There have been 
almost $500 billion in defense cuts that have already been 
made. Has this rebalancing and shifting of greater resources 
and rotations – which is an expensive way of kind of doing 
business in some respects – has that been factored into the 
budgetary plan? 

Little: Absolutely, Vago. We have put together a defense 
strategy and we have budgeted against that defense strategy. 
And a cornerstone of that strategy is our rebalancing to the 
Asia-Pacific region. So the short answer is yes. 

Muradian: When Secretary Panetta was in New Delhi, 
he became the latest defense secretary to explain his 
frustration with Pakistan as an ally, saying that Pakistan 
wasn’t doing enough to combat extremists on its own soil. 
They’re also undermining the country as well as allied efforts 
in Afghanistan. Pakistanis are adamant that they’re doing 
everything possible in order to do their part in this and that 
they’ve taken heavy casualties in doing so. 

But, clearly, the relationship is partly derailed. The 
negotiators to reopen supply routes returned back to the 
United States. You have Secretary Panetta saying what he’s 
saying very publicly. Other lawmakers are talking about 
constricting funding. What’s the Pentagon’s next move in this 
critical relationship? 

Little: Principle number one when it comes to our 
relationship with Pakistan is to move forward. We do want a 
strong relationship with Pakistan. You’re absolutely right. 



 

17 
 

It’s been a tough relationship to work through over the 
past year, a year and a half for any number of reasons. 

Muradian: The bin Laden raid being – 
Little: The bin Laden raid being one of them, the ground 

supply routes – 
Muradian: The drone strikes. 
Little: – and counterterrorism operations in the region. 

We want to move past these issues and get back to a more 
settled relationship with the Pakistanis. 

We do have concerns about the so-called safe haven in 
parts of Pakistan where militants were able to go across the 
border into Afghanistan and mount attacks against our troops, 
Afghans, and our ISAF partners. That’s a serious concern. 

And what the secretary was expressing on his recent trip 
was his belief that the Pakistanis need to do more to put 
pressure on militants on their own soil. It’s important to note 
that terrorists and militants inside Pakistan don’t just plan on 
against American forces or the American homeland. They’re 
responsible for thousands of Pakistani deaths. So this is 
common cause. We have a common interest in fighting 
militants and terrorists in that country. 

Muradian: When you even talk to some senior Pakistani 
leaders, there’s a – you know, they say, well, look, we’re just 
doing enough. You don’t understand. And you just have to 
actually support us even more because if you support us more, 
it will make it so much easier for us instead of looking at it 
and saying the minute Congress cuts off your funding, you 
guys are in trouble. So even with that financial pressure, 
you’re not getting the change that you want. 

How else do you convince them? I mean, Secretary 
Mullen almost – you know, your former boss – almost 
qualified for Pakistani citizenship he was spending so much 
time over there. 

Kirby: Yes. Look, this is a – it’s a very complex 
relationship. And it’s a relationship that has a long and 
troubled history to it as well. And they remember that history 
over there. As George – 

Muradian: Of abandonment, for example. 
Kirby: Exactly. And, as George said, we’re really trying 

to get past as much of that as we can and move to a better 
place here. I think it would do well to reduce this trust deficit 
if we just both really try to work harder at not just the words 
and the rhetoric, but showing the degree to which we really 
want to be a stronger partner with Pakistan. 

Look, they do make some strategic decisions based on 
belief by some that we’re leaving, that we’re walking away, 
that by – in 2015, we’re out of the region. And that’s just not 
the case. And maybe it’s just going to take us to get to 2015 or 
’16 for them to see that we’re still going to be in the region, 
we still care about the future of Afghanistan and we’re not 
walking away. 

Muradian: Well, as I recall, the administration has taken 
a fair bit of criticism for suggesting that it’s going to stay, or 
saying that it’s going to stay until 2024. Let’s go to 
Afghanistan. 

A critical part of getting Afghanistan to stand on its own 
is getting an air force that has the ability to support their 
ground operations. A key piece of that is getting Russian 
helicopters, Mi-17 helicopters for the Afghan air force. 

Senator from Texas, Senator Cornyn, who is disappointed 
that Rosoboronexport Export, the company that builds and 
services these helicopters continues to do business with Syria, 

wants to put a hold on this deal. This is an ongoing issue, 
George. How do you convince them that it’s actually in the 
interest of the United States even if Rosoboronexport is doing 
business with Syria that the United States needs these 
helicopters for Afghanistan? 

Little: First, on Syria, let me say that what’s going on 
there is absolutely deplorable. It’s disgusting and the Assad 
regime needs to go. The Syrian people deserve better and the 
regime needs to stop its brutality. 

When it comes to this particular contract and these 
particular helicopters, this is not about Syria. What we’re 
trying to do is provide the Afghan air force what it needs in 
order to protect its own people. That’s what this is all about, 
these helicopters. And this is the source from which they 
come. The Afghan air force has the ability to fly these 
helicopters and – 

Muradian: And service them, support them in every 
capacity. 

Little: – and support them, exactly. That’s right. And 
that’s what we’re focused on is helping the Afghans, which 
will help us and will help regional security. This also 
complements their fixed-wing rotary capabilities in their air 
force. So this is what the Afghans need. 

Muradian: But how do you make the case to a senator 
who’s got a hold on it because he’s upset about something 
completely different, and one person can stop something like 
this from happening. 

Kirby: Look, we’re well aware of the senator’s concerns 
and the secretary takes that seriously. And I think he’s made it 
clear that while this is the only legal method we have right 
now to supply Mi-17s to the Afghan Air Forces, he’s willing 
to take a look at the contracting process write large over the 
long term. 

Muradian: We’ll be right back with more of our talk 
with Pentagon Press Secretary George Little and DOD 
spokesman, Captain John Kirby. Stay tuned. You’re watching 
“This Week in Defense News.” 

(Commercial break.) 
Muradian: We’re back with Pentagon Press Secretary 

George Little and DOD spokesman Captain John Kirby. 
George, let me start with you. Obviously, the United 

States government is putting an enormous amount of pressure 
on Syria, on folks who are doing business with Syria. 
Obviously, Russia has been the target of that as well in terms 
of pressuring to stop arms deliveries to Syria. Where is the 
state of planning for possible Syria operations and how is 
Syria different from Libya? 

Little: Good question, Vago. The Department of Defense 
is a professional planning organization. We have contingency 
plans for a wide range of situations around the world to 
include Syria. But we continue to focus primarily on the 
diplomatic and economic track to try to being pressure on the 
Assad regime to go and before they do to stop the brutality 
that they are perpetrating against their own people. 

On the second part of your question, Syria is a bit 
different than Libya. The complexities of Syria are different 
than Libya. Syria has an army that numbers I believe over 
200,000, sophisticated air defense systems. It’s in a different 
neighborhood. 

Muradian: The terrain is very different from Libya’s. 
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Little: The terrain is very different, precisely. And the 
opposition is a bit different. So we can’t look at these in 
similar ways necessarily. They’re apples and oranges. 

Muradian: Let’s go to sequestration, John, and I want to 
sort of direct this to you. 

In testimony last week, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff – General Dempsey, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff, said – basically equated sequestration with something 
that could trigger a war, that would be something that would 
be devastating to U.S. military capabilities, a message that’s 
been delivered consistently by the administration and military 
leaders. Is that a hyperbole? Would it have that significant an 
impact, do you think? 

Kirby: No, I don’t actually. I agree with the chairman. 
And, in fact, the secretary himself said that what sequestration 
would do is result in a hollow force. And then, the next line he 
said was a hollow force could invite aggression, because it 
could signal to enemies that you’re not as ready to defend the 
country and the national interest as you need to be. So, no, I 
don’t think the chairman was overstating it at all. 

Sequestration would be disastrous, and they’ve both made 
that very clear. It would result in a hollow force. And a hollow 
force is a force that is a shell but no core, that has an outward 
structure that you would think a force of that size would have 
but not the capabilities, not the training, not the resources 
inside that, maybe even not the leadership to carry out the 
missions we’re called on. 

Muradian: Earlier this year, Secretary Panetta said that 
sequestration planning would begin in the summer. It’s 
summer. Is sequestration planning in the Pentagon starting to 
actually start to consider what a war looks like in the event 
that you have to do and actually save as much capability as 
you possibly can without being more indiscriminant than it’s 
likely to be? 

Little: Sequestration would, of course, affect the entire 
federal government. We have not been directed by the Office 
of Management and Budget to begin sequestration planning. 
It’s a little concerning to me, to be honest with you, Vago, that 
we’re even having to have this conversation. We should be 
beyond the threat of sequestration. The whole purpose of 
sequestration – 

Muradian: Well, George, I would agree with you on that, 
but, alas, here we find ourselves. 

Little: Alas, here we find ourselves. We still are hopeful 
that we’re going to get past sequestration. Let’s remember 
what this would do. It would be devastating. It would be 
disastrous. It could result in over a million jobs lost if we have 
to tack on another $500 or $600 billion in cuts to the defense 
budget. 

Muradian: As defense companies are already making 
clear, given their legal obligations to start notifying people 
well in advance of layoffs. 

But originally, the contingency funds were not supposed 
to be part of it and now the guidance has come from OMB that 
says that it’s going to be part of it, that OCO is going to be 
part of it. What impact does that have, John, on the entire 
sequestration mess? 

Kirby: Well, again, back to George’s point – I mean, 
sequestration is not supposed to happen. But, yes, OCO funds, 
overseas contingency funds are not going to be exempt if 
there’s a sequester. So that could have a dramatic effect on the 
ability to resource the war in Afghanistan. There’s no question 

about that. And our position is that’s the last place we’d want 
to take resources away from this department is for the troops 
that are on the line out there in Afghanistan. 

Muradian: Senator Levin, chairman of the Senate Armed 
Services Committee, last week suggested that the Pentagon 
could cut or they may be asked to cut another $100 billion 
over 10 years as part of a broader deal that makes 
sequestration go away. What happens if you guys have to take 
another $100 billion out of the plan which you guys already 
have said is a bit of Swiss watch and would fall apart unless 
blessed by Congress? 

Little: We’re working closely with Congress, as you 
know, Vago, on the ins and outs of the defense budget and 
where we find the $487 billion in savings that Congress has 
asked us to find. 

If we have to look at additional monies, then we also have 
to perhaps relook at the strategy that we developed. The whole 
purpose of the strategy was to define the threats and 
challenges of the future and then to resource against those 
threats and challenges. So if we’re asked to take on another 
$100 billion to $200 billion or $300 billion, we may have to 
relook the strategy. I don’t know where the precise dollar 
figure is, the tipping point for relooking at that strategy, but 
it’s something we have to consider. 

Kirby: I agree completely. It would depend on what kind 
of cut level we’re talking about here, of course. But this was a 
very tightly driven process. The budget and the defense 
strategy were done hand in hand. And there’s just – there’s not 
a lot of room there. 

Muradian: The Romney campaign has been hitting the 
administration hard on arguing that the forces that are being 
built are going to be too small, that the Navy’s got to be 
bigger, that the Army has got to be increased in size, that the 
cuts effectively have got to be reversed. Are the forces that 
you guys are planning large enough to do the kind of 
redirection that you need to do as part of the strategy? 

Kirby: Absolutely. We believe it is. The defense strategy 
was very careful when it considered the kind of futures we 
think the services might face out there. And one of the things – 
one of the premises of that was that we do not believe and we 
were not going to resource to a force that will be conducting 
large long-range stability operations, for instance. 

So what that tells you is maybe you don’t need ground 
forces quite as big as you had before and the Army’s going to 
come down. As you know, the Marine Corps is going to come 
down. The Navy and the Air Force have already been coming 
down over the last five or six years based on the requirements 
that they face out there. 

But inside that defense strategy it’s not all about cuts. 
There are certain aspects of each of the services that will be 
plussed up – Special Operations, cyber. The Navy is going to 
be building more ships. So it’s a balance. And I think we 
really believe we have struck a fair balance about the kinds of 
challenges we’re going to face out there in the future. 

Muradian: George, let me go to you. There have been a 
large number of incidents of reports we have of toxic leaders, 
naval – commanding officers of ships being fired for alcohol 
issues and other sorts of things; you know, Marines doing not 
so smart things in the words of even Secretary Panetta. Is that 
the sign of a force that’s hollowing or under stress or breaking 
after a decade of war? 
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Little: The secretary has been concerned about some 
instances of conduct. He’s also fully aware that when it comes 
to commanders in the field and the vast majority of our troops 
that they do the right thing the vast majority of the time. 

But when instances like you’ve mentioned come up, it 
does get out there in the public and it creates a problem for us 
and it reflects poorly on the rest of the force that’s doing a 
very good job and behaving well. 

But he is putting emphasis on conduct. He’s looking at 
accountability mechanisms and he’s shared that message with 
his top military commanders. And some have carried that 
message far and wide, to include the commandant of the 
Marine Corps, General Amos, who’s done a terrific job of 
reinforcing how important it is to behave well and to represent 
the U.S. military at home and abroad in the way it should be. 
This is a sacred institution in this country and we have to live 
up to the highest standards. 
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14. Guam Is Showcase for U.S. 'Pivot' 
(SOUTH CHINA MORNING POST 17 JUN 12) ... Greg Torode 

HONK KONG -- For all the heated talk of the U.S. 
military's strategic "pivot" to the region, the scene in Guam's 
Apra Harbour over recent days is a reminder that the shift has 
been well under way for some time. 

Six U.S. submarines surfaced in Guam - the closest piece 
of U.S. territory to the Chinese coast - for resupply and repair 
in the biggest public display ofay of the U.S. Navy's forward-
deployed submarine presence in a decade, according to a little-
noticed naval announcement. 

The vessels represent the leading edge of a repositioning 
of U.S. submarines from the Atlantic to the Pacific in recent 
years along a 60:40 split - precisely the formula for the 
broader U.S. fleet announced by Defence Secretary Leon 
Panetta two weeks ago in Singapore. 

Completing a policy hatched during the administration of 
president George W. Bush, some 31 of the U.S. Navy's 53 fast 
attack submarines are now based in the Pacific - including 
three in Guam, due east of the Philippine capital, Manila. 

Though far less visible than other naval assets, submarine 
deployments are among the most closely scrutinised given the 
highly sensitive nature of their work. While they are equipped 
with weapons such as torpedoes and guided missiles, it is their 
other, more discreet capabilities that attract interest - an 
expanding range of intelligence-gathering devices, and the 
ability to track rival submarines and surface s hips and to 
release special-forces teams secretly. 

"The Pentagon's forward deployment of its submarines is 
the harder edge of its presence in the region," a veteran Asian 
military attache said. "None of this is lost on regional 
militaries, and China is paying particularly close attention. 

"You always have to remember that submarines routinely 
do things that would be either highly provocative or 
impossible for a surface ship to attempt in peacetime, like 
penetrate a coastline or closely shadow a foreign vessel or 
submarine. And when it comes to other nations' territorial 
waters, it has always been a case of 'just don't get caught'." 

Analysts and military attaches said North Korea was a 
natural target for U.S. submarine activity, as was China's 
expanding naval and maritime-surveillance fleet. 

With U.S. nuclear-powered fast attack submarines 
capable of sustaining speeds beyond 20 knots indefinitely, the 
recently improved Guam facilities put the coasts of East Asia 
within easy range. The PLA Navy's submarine base at Yilin 
near Sanya on Hainan Island - the closest point on the 
mainland's coast to deep-water trenches leading out of the 
South China Sea - is widely believed to be one key target of 
interest. 

China sees even routine submarine passages off its coasts 
as highly sensitive, highlighting a key difference of opinion 
over military activities in international waters. 

Chinese officials warn again st U.S. military surveillance 
activity off the country's coasts - objecting to, for example, the 
entry of U.S. aircraft- carrier battle groups to the Yellow Sea. 
U.S. officials, meanwhile, insist that all militaries have the 
right of routine passage through international waters - and 
surveillance can be considered a routine military activity. 

The U.S. announcement confirmed that the Los Angeles-
class submarines USS Buffalo and USS Chicago were among 
the ships in Apra Harbour. The Buffalo and Chicago are based 
in Guam, while other submarines are stationed along a chain 
of Pacific bases. 

U.S. officials have told regional counterparts that the 
capabilities involved in the so-called pivot are as important as 
the numbers of ships involved in the switch in priorities from 
the Atlantic to the Pacific, which is scheduled for completion 
in 2020. The U.S. is aiming to exploit its latest technology in 
the push. 

American officials have been at pains to offset concerns 
that U.S. power is declining by repeatedly stressing long-held 
commitments to the region, as well as newer partnerships. 

"It is not just the numbers - it is also what those platforms, 
what those units bring to the table," Associated Press quote d 
U.S. Pacific commander Admiral Cecil Haney as saying. 

Return to Index 
 

15. Philippine Ship Pull-Out Calms Tensions: China 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 18 JUN 12) 

China said Monday it welcomed Philippine President 
Benigno Aquino's order pulling out two ships from a disputed 
shoal and expressed hope it would calm tensions. 

"The Chinese side has been urging the Philippine side to 
take measures to de-escalate the situation," Chinese embassy 
spokesman Zhang Hua said in a statement. 

"We have noticed the withdrawal of government vessels 
by the Philippine side, and hope this action will help ease the 
tension." 

Philippine Foreign Department spokesman Raul 
Hernandez said Aquino ordered the vessels to leave the 
disputed Scarborough Shoal in the South China Sea on Friday 



 

20 
 

night as passing tropical storm Gutchol dumped heavy rains 
across large parts of the Philippines. 

Hernandez stressed this did not mean the country was 
giving up on the shoal but he would not say if any Philippine 
ships would be returning after the weather improved. 

He said both China and the Philippines had agreed to pull 
its ships out of a lagoon of the shoal, but there was no accord 
to withdraw from the area permanently. 

He added that as of the last count on Thursday, there were 
still seven Chinese ships at the shoal. 

A statement on the Chinese embassy's website Monday 
meanwhile said Beijing had deployed a vessel to help its 
fishermen pull out of the shoal as well due to bad weather and 
a strong tide. 

The Philippine vessels had been posted in Scarborough 
Shoal, which the Chinese call Huangyan Island, over the past 
two months amid a tense territorial standoff. 

A larger number of Chinese maritime patrol vessels as 
well as fishing boats were also in the area, according to the 

Philippines, though both sides imposed unilateral fishing bans 
in the area during the dispute. 

The dispute began after Chinese government vessels 
blocked Philippine ships from arresting Chinese fishermen 
near the shoal on April 10. 

Since then, both countries have maintained ships there to 
press their respective claims to the area. 

China claims nearly all of the South China Sea, even 
waters close to the coasts of neighbouring countries. The 
Philippines says the shoal is well within its 200-nautical-mile 
exclusive economic zone. 

The Philippines and Vietnam have in recent years accused 
China of becoming increasingly aggressive in staking its 
claim. 

The shoal sits about 230 kilometres (140 miles) from the 
Philippines' main island of Luzon. The nearest major Chinese 
landmass is 1,200 kilometres northwest of the shoal, according 
to Philippine Navy maps. 
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16. U.N. Suspends Syria Mission, Citing Increase In Violence 
(NEW YORK TIMES 17 JUN 12) ... David D. Kirkpatrick and David E. Sanger 

CAIRO — The United Nations said Saturday that it was 
suspending its observer mission in Syria because of the 
escalating violence, the most severe blow yet to months of 
international efforts to negotiate a peace plan and prevent 
Syria's descent into civil war. 

The United Nations said the monitors would not be 
withdrawn from Syria, but were being locked down in Syria’s 
most contested cities, unable to conduct patrols. While the 
decision to suspend their work was made chiefly to protect the 
unarmed monitors, the unstated purpose appeared to be to 
force Russia to intervene to assure that the observers are not 
the targets of Syrian forces or their sympathizers. Russia has 
opposed Western intervention and, by some accounts, 
continues to arm the forces of President Bashar al-Assad. 

For President Obama, the suspension of the observers’ 
activities — unless it is reversed quickly — could signal the 
failure of the latest effort by the West to reach a diplomatic 
solution and ease Mr. Assad from power. 

But Mr. Obama’s choices are no better than they were 
when the uprising in Syria began nearly a year and a half ago. 
A bombing campaign like the one conducted last year by 
NATO in Libya with strong American and Arab League 
support is not feasible in Syria: the battle is being waged in 
crowded cities, with little chance to attack the Syrian Army 
without the risk of high civilian casualties. 

Mr. Obama, NATO nations and the Arab League have 
never wanted to send in a ground force, which would probably 
face heavy casualties in what many fear is emerging as a civil 
war. 

The White House issued a statement on Saturday once 
again calling on Syria to uphold commitments it has made in 
recent months, “including the full implementation of a cease-
fire.” The statement added, “We are consulting with our 
international partners regarding next steps toward a Syrian-led 
political transition” called for in two United Nations Security 
Council resolutions, and “the sooner this transition takes 
place, the greater the chance of averting a lengthy and bloody 
civil war.” 

Syria’s uprising has become one of the most intractable 
and deadliest conflicts of the Arab Spring, with reports of at 
least four massacres in recent weeks, including accounts of 
killings of as many as 78 civilians, many of them women and 
children. 

On Saturday, dozens of Syrians were killed in 
government attacks across the country, especially in villages 
around Damascus, the capital, according to the Syrian 
Observatory for Human Rights, a group based in Britain with 
contacts in Syria. The group and other activists said security 
forces were carrying out sweeping arrests, particularly of 
young men, in towns around the capital. 

The Obama administration is resisting calls to arm rebel 
groups, for fear that they are not an organized force and could 
eventually turn on one another. “The problem is that if we do 
nothing and Syria explodes, we have a broader conflict in the 
Middle East,” a senior American diplomat said last week, 
before the United Nations announcement, adding, “But our 
options aren’t any better than they were a year ago.” 

The observers had been the foundation of a six-point 
peace plan that Kofi Annan, the former United Nations 
secretary general and the special envoy to Syria, had sought to 
hammer out with the consent of Mr. Assad and his foreign 
sponsors, including Russia and Iran. 

Both of those countries have huge stakes in the outcome: 
Russia has a military base in Syria and has long used Mr. 
Assad as an instrument to project influence in the region, and 
the Syrian government is Iran’s only real ally in the region. 
But Russia has frozen strong action, complaining that the 
West went beyond its humanitarian mandate when it aided the 
overthrow of Col. Muammar el-Qaddafi in Libya last year. 

The leader of the observer mission in Syria, Gen. Robert 
Mood, said in a statement that he had little choice but to 
suspend the mission. Escalating violence across Syria over the 
past 10 days had prevented the teams from carrying out their 
mandate to verify events on the ground. They have repeatedly 
been attacked by pro-government supporters, driving them 
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back in recent days from the village of Al Heffa, which had 
been under assault all week until all its residents fled. 

“The lack of willingness by the parties to seek a peaceful 
transition, and the push toward advancing military positions is 
increasing the losses on both sides: innocent civilians, men, 
women and children are being killed every day,” General 
Mood said. “It is also posing significant risks to our 
observers.” But he emphasized that he was only suspending 
the mission, not ending it, and would evaluate daily the 
chances for resuming its activities. 

Ahmad Fawzi, Mr. Annan’s spokesman, said General 
Mood was responding in part to pressure from countries that 
contributed the observers. 

“Troop-contributing countries are saying our men and 
women are at risk, we are having second thoughts about this 
operation,” Mr. Fawzi said. “They are in danger and they want 
the danger to go away.” 

“There is nothing final,” he said. “It is a suspension, not 
termination.” But patrols would resume only “when we return 
to a situation where both sides show us that they are serious 
and earnest about stopping the killing of each other.” 

General Mood is expected to fly to New York to brief the 
Security Council on Monday. 

Responding to the observers’ decision, Syria’s 
government said Saturday that it respected both the peace plan 
and the safety of the United Nations observers. But it blamed 
the opposition for the escalation of violence in Syria. In a 
statement, the Foreign Ministry also assailed “Arab and 
international powers” for arming the rebels and supporting 
their “defiance of the U.N. plan.” 

By mid-July the original 90-day mandate for the 
observers will expire. But the suspension, if prolonged, will 
focus new pressure on those governments allied with Syria, 
particularly Russia and Iran, which have backed the plan as 
the only way to stop the violence. 

The inclusion of Iran in an international group proposed 
by Mr. Annan to discuss ways to save the peace plan — a 

“contact group” in the United Nations’ parlance — was 
rejected by the United States, while Russia insisted on it. That 
raised serious questions about whether the contact group 
would ever meet. 

At a minimum it is supposed to include the five 
permanent members of the Security Council, plus important 
neighboring states. “Everybody realizes this meeting has to 
take place,” Mr. Fawzi said. “They need to come up with a 
draft action plan.” 

That plan is supposed to include a cease-fire and a 
political transition, presumably with Mr. Assad leaving the 
country. 

But Russia and Iran have continued to back Mr. Assad 
and have refused to endorse plans for his exit. The United 
States, along with Saudi Arabia and other Arab states, has 
embraced the rebels. The inability of the United Nations to 
bridge the gap only increases the likelihood that the Syrian 
conflict will become a regional proxy fight. 

“There is just a political hurricane gathering in the 
Eastern Mediterranean,” said Andrew J. Tabler, a Syria 
scholar at the Washington Institute for Near East Policy. 
“Both sides agree that it is a hurricane, but they don’t agree on 
its nature. 

“And in any case,” he continued, “I am not sure how you 
could contain this. Even if you started now, it would take a 
long time to get something in place that would tamp this 
down.” 

Inside Syria, opposition activists called the observer 
mission a sham that had only served to deflect attention from 
the failure of the world powers to stop Mr. Assad’s forces 
from killing civilians. 

“Their presence is just like their absence,” Mohammed el-
Muetassem bi’Allah, 18, an activist from Homs, said of the 
observers. “They are incapable of stopping the violence. They 
were there and the shelling was intensifying on Homs and 
Khaldiya.” 
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17. Stop The 'Flying Tanks' 
Americans urge Britain to help halt cargo ship claimed to be carrying Russian attack helicopters that will 
allow Assad to drag Syria further into war 
(LONDON TELEGRAPH (UK) 17 JUN 12) ... Ruth Sherlock and Colin Freeman 

The U.S. government has enlisted Britain's help in an 
attempt to stop a ship suspected to be carrying Russian attack 
helicopters and missiles to Syria, The Sunday Telegraph can 
disclose. 

The MV Alaed, a Russian-operated cargo vessel, is 
thought to be sailing across the North Sea after allegedly 
picking up a consignment of munitions and MI25 helicopters, 
known as "flying tanks," from the Baltic port of Kaliningrad. 

Washington, which last week condemned Moscow for 
continuing to arm the Syrian regime, has asked British 
officials to help stop the Alaed delivering its alleged cargo by 
using sanctions legislation to force its London-based insurer to 
withdraw its cover. 

Under the terms of the European Union arms embargo 
against Syria, imposed in May last year, there is a ban on the 
"transfer or export" of arms and any related brokering services 
such as insurance. Withdrawal of a ship's insurance cover 

would make it difficult for it to dock legally elsewhere and 
could force it to return the cargo to port. 

The request to London from American officials follows 
the disclosure by Hillary Clinton, the secretary of state, on 
Tuesday that Moscow was shipping a batch of attack 
helicopters to Syria. 

Mrs. Clinton dismissed Russian government claims that 
its weapons sales to Syria would not be used for internal 
repression, and warned that the shipment could escalate the 
conflict, which has claimed an estimated 10,000 lives, "quite 
dramatically." Yesterday, the United Nations monitoring 
mission said it had suspended its work because of 
"intensifying" violence on either side, which was putting its 
unarmed observers at risk. 

The helicopters to which Mrs. Clinton referred are 
believed to be part of a 36-strong consignment ordered by the 
Syrian government at the end of the Soviet era, some of which 
were transferred back to Russia recently for maintenance. 
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They are understood to have been serviced by the state-owned 
helicopter manufacturer, Mil, at its premises at Factory 150 in 
Kaliningrad. 

While the Kremlin, which has so far vetoed calls for a UN 
arms embargo against Syria, insists that Mil is merely 
honouring the terms of a business contract, critics point out 
that such helicopters have helped spearhead President Bashar 
al-Assad's attempts to suppress the uprising against him. Last 
week it was reported that helicopters had repeatedly fired 
rockets at a hospital in a rebel enclave outside Aleppo in 
northern Syria. 

Shipping records show that on Thursday, the most recent 
date for which data is available, the Alaed was off the north-
west coast of Denmark, apparently heading south towards the 
English Channel. It is insured by Standard P&I Club, which is 
managed by Charles Taylor and Co Ltd of London, whose 
offshore syndicate director, Robert Dorey, confirmed last 
night that the firm was investigating the claims that the ship 
was carrying arms. 

"We were informed on Friday evening that the ship might 
be carrying weapons, in particular attack helicopters, missiles 
and non-specific munitions, and we are making inquiries to 
establish what their side of the story is," he said. "There are 
exclusion clauses in our cover, and for anyone involved in 
improper or unlawful trade, we can cancel cover. We are 
investigating whether or not to do so in this case." 

Like most international cargo ships, the Alaed has a 
complex ownership and management structure. Its registered 
owner is Volcano Shipping in the island of Curaçao in the 
Dutch Antilles, but it is listed as part of a fleet belonging to a 
Russian company, FEMCO. According to FEMCO's website, 
the ship's commercial management and chartering is carried 
out by United Nordic Shipping, a company based in 
Copenhagen, but yesterday the Danish firm said the 
management agreement had never been finalised and that 
FEMCO's website was wrong. 

"To the best of our knowledge the vessel is managed and 
operated by FEMCO in Russia," said Soeren Andersen, United 
Nordic Shipping's managing director. "We have no knowledge 
of or involvement in the vessel's current charter or trading, a 
fact we have also satisfactorily accounted for to the Danish 
authorities." 

A source close to United Nordic added: "The Danish 
authorities contacted us a few days ago to ask about the ship, 
and said it was related to possible shipments of weapons to 
Syria." 

The claims about the Alaed's cargo will add to the 
growing dispute over Russian involvement in supplying arms 
to Syria, which Moscow has long seen as a strategic partner 
because of the Russian naval base in the Syrian port of Tartus. 

Last week, The Sunday Telegraph disclosed that the 
Professor Katsman, a ship belonging to a firm owned by a 
Russian billionaire, Vladimir Lisin, docked in Syria with a 
suspected weapons cache on May 26, one day after the 
massacre of more than 100 people in the Syrian village of 
Houla. 

Dr. Lisin, a steel magnate who is also vice-president of 
the Russian Olympic Committee, is facing calls from British 
MPs to have his invitation to the London Games withdrawn. 
However, sources close to the Games organisers have said that 
accredited Olympic representatives of foreign countries enjoy 

a "diplomatic immunity" that would be revoked only in the 
most serious of circumstances. 

Yesterday, Dr. Lisin said that the accusations against him 
were groundless and that an internal investigation he ordered 
at his transport firm, Universal Cargo Logistics (UCL), had 
found no evidence that the cargo was dangerous or violated 
international law. 

"The evidence I was presented with indicates that 
according to the documentation the company was not 
transporting arms for either side of the Syrian conflict," Dr. 
Lisin said. "To date, I have not received a single [piece of] 
evidence to the contrary. If at some point someone does bring 
such evidence to my attention, I shall be grateful and will take 
all the possible measures available to me." 

UCL said that as part of its investigation it requested 
information on the Professor Katsman's cargo from the owner, 
another Russian company. The company told UCL that the 
containers the Professor Katsman delivered to Syria were "a 
general cargo of non-military purpose featuring electrical 
equipment and repair parts (rotor blades) in containers and 
wooden crates," Dr. Lisin said. 

Dr. Lisin is reported to be one of Russia's richest men and 
is wellconnected to the political elite. Victor Olersky, a former 
board member of his shipping firm, North Western Shipping 
Company, is now a deputy transport minister, while Dr. Lisin 
himself has been photographed meeting both Vladimir Putin, 
the president, and Dmitry Medvedev, the prime minister. 

Yesterday Dr. Lisin also described calls to bar him from 
the Olympics as opportunistic "self promotion." 

"I am against armed conflict in any region of the world, 
including Syria," he said. "Sadly, there are those who try to 
use the tragedy of the Syrian people for self-promotion." 

"At the same time, I would like to ask those who consider 
themselves to be reasonable and responsible to refrain from 
groundless accusations that will do nothing more than 
aggravate the relations between people, businesses, and states. 

"I have no doubt that the International Olympic 
Committee, the national Olympic committee of the United 
Kingdom, and the organising committee of the 2012 Olympics 
will preserve the traditions of the Olympic movement that has 
always been above political gambling." 

Russia and the West are at further loggerheads over 
Moscow's plans to press ahead with a deal to supply Mr. 
Assad's regime with stateof-the art attack jets. 

In a move that U.S. intelligence officials fear could 
plunge the Syrian conflict into even greater longterm 
bloodshed, the Kremlin is pushing on with a 2007 contract to 
provide two dozen MiG-29 M2 fighter aircraft, estimated to be 
worth £250million to the Russian defence industry. 

While the aircraft may not be ready for delivery for many 
months, Washington fears that if the Assad regime is still 
intact it could use them to devastating effect against the 
opposition. They could also be used to hinder any Western 
plans for a no-fly zone, which some analysts believe may 
prove to be the only way to provide Syria's rebel movement 
with a safe haven. 

"Delivery of the MiGs will help prop Assad up and give 
him some credibility, which is not the message the U.S. wants 
to see," said John Pike, a national security analyst in 
Washington. "The MiGs would make it more difficult to 
enforce a no-fly zone and would increase the amount of time 
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that the Syrian air force could survive, although possibly only 
by a matter of a few days." 

Rafif Jouejati, a spokesman for the Free Syria Foundation, 
a USbased activist group, said: "Russian arms are flooding 
into Syria. If Assad gets these new and advanced MiGs it will 
be terrible; a fearful thing." 

She dismissed Russian claims that the aircraft were 
largely to provide strategic air defences against, Israel. "It is 
preposterous to argue that Assad needs them as a defence 
against Israel with everything else that is happening right 
now." 

She also claimed that Dr. Lisin ought to have ordered his 
shipping firms to be more pro-active in finding out what any 
ships heading to Syria contained. "When your ship is taking a 
cargo to Syria — a country embroiled in civil war — it is your 
duty to know what that cargo contains. You can't hide behind 
a lack of knowledge when little children are being 
slaughtered." 

The Kremlin has dismissed Western criticism of its arms 
policy to Syria as hypocritical, saying that other governments 
were also fuelling the conflict by arming anti-Assad guerrillas. 
The Daily Telegraph disclosed yesterday that representatives 
of the main rebel group, the Free Syrian Army, had held 
meetings with U.S. government officials to discuss the 
delivery of shipments of heavy weapons, including missiles. 

British MPs are calling for Rosoboronexport, the 
Kremlinowned defence firm that has a monopoly on all 
Russian arms exports, to be banned from exhibiting at the 
trade section of next month's Farnborough International Air 
Show. Last week, Rosoboronexport had a stall at the 
Eurosatory 2012 arms exhibition in Paris, where videos of 

Russian attack helicopters were on display. Igor Sevastyanov, 
the company's deputy chief executive, said: "No one can ever 
accuse Russia of violating the rules of armaments trade set by 
the international community. The contract [with Syria] was 
signed long ago and we supply armaments that are self-
defence." 

Last Monday Caroline Lucas, the Green Party MP, raised 
the issue of Rosoboronexport's attendance at Farnborough 
with William Hague, the Foreign Secretary, in Parliament. She 
said: "It is deeply alarming that while the Russian stateowned 
company Rosoboronexport continues to sell weapons to the 
Syrian government — despite appalling state-sponsored 
atrocities in the country — it will nevertheless be allowed to 
exhibit its wares on UK soil at Farnborough International 
Airshow. 

"The Foreign Secretary has assured me in Parliament that 
he will look into the matter, but with the air show only a few 
weeks away, I would urge him to act now to prevent 
Rosoboronexport from entering altogether." 

A Foreign Office spokesman said that Mr. Hague was still 
considering the matter, but added: "Farnborough International 
Air Show is a commercial event run by Farnborough 
International Ltd. The British Government plays no part in 
deciding which companies are invited to the event." 

Asked about the Alaed last night, the spokesman said the 
Foreign Office was "urgently looking into any possible 
breaches of the EU arms embargo on Syria." 

He said: "We are aware of reports that a ship carrying a 
consignment of refurbished Russian-made attack helicopters is 
heading to Syria and that it is travelling in international waters 
near the UK." 
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18. Go-Ahead For New Nuclear Weapons 
(LONDON TELEGRAPH (UK) 17 JUN 12) ... Robert Watts and Patrick Hennessy 

Britain is to forge ahead with a new generation of nuclear 
weapons under a £1billion contract to be disclosed this week. 

Philip Hammond, the Defence Secretary, will unveil the 
scheme to build new nuclear deterrents in a move that will 
cause tensions with the Liberal Democrats. 

He will announce a deal ordering nuclear reactors for a 
new class of submarines to replace the Vanguard fleet, which 
carries the Trident nuclear arsenal. 

The decision is the most public statement yet that the 
Government is committed to a full-scale replacement of 
Trident. However, the Lib Dems want a cheaper way of 
maintaining nuclear weapons. 

Mr Hammond will say that a Rolls-Royce plant at 
Raynesway, in Derby, will be given the order to build the 
reactors. The Ministry of Defence will fund an 11-year refit of 
the plant. 

The contract will create 300 jobs and many more in the 
factory's supply chain. But it will fuel a rift in the Coalition. A 
senior Lib Dem said the replacement of Trident was a 
"massive fault line" between the two parties. 

The Lib Dems pledged in their 2010 manifesto that they 
would oppose a "like-for-like" replacement of the submarines 
and the nuclear armed Cruise missiles. Nick Harvey, the Lib 
Dem defence minister, is leading a review into cheaper ways 
to maintain the nuclear deterrent. 

He wants to abandon the "Moscow criterion," which 
recommends Britain retains an arsenal capable of destroying 
the Russian capital. 

The new contract, to be announced in the next few days, 
represents the Government's biggest commitment to replacing 
the Trident fleet, at a total cost of up to £20billion. 

Ministry of Defence sources said it was possible to go 
ahead with the reactor contract now because defence cuts and 
reforms to procurement meant new investments could begin. 

A senior MoD source said: "This is good news for the 
Royal Navy and a great boost for jobs. These cutting edge 
reactors will support the UK's submarines for decades. We 
have balanced the books and can now get on with ordering 
major pieces of equipment for the Armed Forces." 

Conservatives are determined to replace "like for like" 
with the Vanguard submarines, expected to be 
decommissioned late next decade. 

TheirTrident II D-5 missiles are expected to remain in 
service until 2042. 

It is undecided whether the Government will opt for three 
or four submarines. Many new threats to international security 
have arisen in the 20 years after the end of the Cold War. 

It is claimed that failing to commission a new wave of 
submarines could cost as many as 15,000 British jobs. 

Although the Coalition Agreement between the Tories 
and Lib Dems said the parties would "maintain Britain's 
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nuclear deterrent," it also said that "Liberal Democrats will 
continue to make the case for alternatives." 

A £350million contract to design the new submarines 
went to BAE Systems, Babcock and Rolls-Royce. But the 
symbolism of ordering reactors is far greater. 

The new nuclear submarine contract with Rolls-Royce 
will be seen as one in a series of policies set in motion by the 
Tories which are designed to reconnect with the grassroots. 

In recent weeks, Conservative ministers have unveiled a 
crackdown on illegal immigrants and foreign prisoners, 
pledged action on anti-social families and given ground on the 
prospect of a referendum on membership of the EU. 

The decision by Conservative ministers to sign such a 
high-profile contract comes at a time of tense relations 
between the Coalition parties. 

Many Tory MPs are seething with the Lib Dems for 
failing to support Jeremy Hunt in a Commons motion calling 
for an investigation into the Culture Secretary's handling of 
News Corp's BSkyB bid. 

The nuclear proposal was made despite Sir Menzies 
Campbell, the Lib Dem grandee, making a public call for 
ministers to abandon the "Moscow criterion." 

Opposition to a new generation of nuclear weapons will 
not be confined to Liberal Democrats. A poll two years ago 
found 63 per cent of the public said they supported scrapping 
Britain's nuclear deterrent to cut the deficit. 

The nuclear deal comes as the military is facing deep cuts, 
with the number of Armed Forces personnel to be reduced 
from 180,000 to 150,000 over the next five years. 
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19. Norway Orders 1st 2 F-35s In $10B Deal 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESS 15 JUN 12) 

OSLO — Norway said on June 15 it had authorized 
orders for the first two of dozens of F-35 fighter jets it plans to 
buy from the United States as part of its largest-ever 
government spending project. 

“Norway today commenced the largest public 
procurement project in its history,” the government said in a 
statement. 

Defense Minister Espen Barth Eide hailed the 60-billion-
kroner ($10 billion) deal for a total of 52 jet fighters. 

“The F-35, which Norway selected in 2008, represents a 
completely new generation of combat aircraft that will form a 
corner stone of the future Norwegian Armed Forces,” he said 
in the statement. 

Norway agreed in 2008 to buy 52 Lockheed Martin-built 
F-35A Lightning II planes from the United States, but it had 
put off placing its orders until it got the green light from U.S. 
authorities to integrate a Norwegian-made weapons system 
into the plane earlier this week. 

“We will begin preparations for the final phase of Joint 
Strike Missile development after receiving confirmation from 
U.S. authorities of their support for the integration of the 
missile into the F-35,” Barth Eide said. 

“Securing such support has been an important 
precondition for many of our partner nations before they 
would themselves commit to supporting the JSM,” he said. 

Although securing U.S. support does not automatically 
mean that the Norwegian missile system will be integrated 
into all F-35s, Oslo voiced optimism that other users of the 
planes would opt to take it. 

“Total market potential for the JSM is estimated to be 
between 20 and 25 billion kroner,” the government said. 

It said the two planes authorized June 15 would be joined 
by two more in 2016 and would be based in the United States 
“as part of a joint partner training center.” 

“They are to be followed by up to 48 additional aircraft 
from 2017 that are to be based at Oerland Main Air Station in 
central Norway,” it said, adding that the overall cost of the 
procurement phase of the project was estimated at 60 billion 
kroner. 

“Norway’s parliament yesterday approved a significant 
increase in defense spending in order to finance the purchase 
and to increase the general operating budget of the armed 
forces,” Barth Eide said. 
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20. Navy's New Ship Defective Already 
(AUSTRALIAN ASSOCIATED PRESS 18 JUN 12) 

The navy's new amphibious transport HMAS Choules has 
returned to Sydney to repair a mechanical fault that cut engine 
power in half. 

HMAS Choules, acquired second-hand from the United 
Kingdom and assessed as being in very good condition, left 
Sydney on June 13 to participate in Exercise Hamel. 

Just a day later, a defect occurred on one of the six 
transformers which form part of the ship's propulsion system, 
reducing propulsion power by 50 per cent. 

Defence said the ship's commanding officer made the safe 
and prudent decision to return to Sydney for repairs. 

It said the navy had been advised by the ship's previous 
operator, the Royal Fleet Auxiliary, that this type of defect 
was very unusual. 

Navy fleet commander Rear Admiral Tim Barrett said a 
technical investigation into the possible cause had begun. 

"Navy and the Defence Materiel Organisation are 
working extremely closely with the original manufacturer of 
the transformer to have it repaired and the ship return to sea as 
soon as possible," a defence statement said. 

The 16,000 tonne vessel was built in the UK and served 
with Britain's Royal Fleet Auxiliary from 2006 until 2011 
when she was declared surplus and sold to Australia for $100 
million. 

She was acquired to provide the navy with an additional 
amphibious transport capability following early retirement of 
the landing ships HMAS Manoora and HMAS Kanimbla. 

Opposition defence spokesman David Johnston said 
HMAS Choules was purchased to fill the gaping hole left in 
the amphibious ship fleet because of problems with HMAS 
Tobruk, HMAS Sirius and HMAS Success. 
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"This government has hardly painted itself in glory with 
the management of its amphibious fleet," he said in a 
statement. 

"We are now facing the lowest level of funding in 
Defence since 1938 so I am not inspired with confidence that 
this is going to get better any time soon." 

Senator Johnston said HMAS Tobruk had cost $65 
million over the past three years with little or no capability to 
show for it. 

HMAS Sirius had been in planned maintenance for most 
of this year and HMAS Success had not been operational since 
December 2010 with $86 million spent on rectifying its 
problems. 

"The defence minister must be hoping against hope 
against another cyclone in the near future because we simply 
don't have the amphibious capability available to deploy and 
assist," Senator Johnston said. 
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PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
21. Navy Takes Steps To Combat Poor Personal Choices 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 18 JUN 12) ... Corinne Reilly 

Consider any of the numerous recent cases in which Navy 
commanders have been removed from duty for some sort of 
personal misconduct, such as adultery, fraternization or fraud. 

Could an improved, standardized screening process have 
weeded out prospective leaders prone to bad behavior? With a 
little more training, would any of them have made better 
choices that might not have cost them their careers? 

The Navy apparently thinks the answer to both questions 
is yes, as evidenced by a pair of new initiatives aimed at 
lowering the number of Sailors and officers being disciplined 
or fired for moral failures. 

While critics say the steps are misguided and will have 
little effect, other outside experts believe they'll prove 
worthwhile. 

The first involves a new, daylong "character and 
integrity" workshop that all Sailors assigned to aircraft units - 
from the most junior airmen to commanding officers - will be 
required to attend. The other is a more rigorous Navy-wide 
procedure for screening and selecting commanding officers. 
While it won't become mandatory until next year, one 
component already has sparked controversy: a plan to include 
subordinates' opinions in the process. 

In written statements and interviews, Navy officials said 
neither step is a direct response to the recent spike in 
dismissals among commanding officers, deputy commanding 
officers and top enlisted Sailors, but it's clear the service is 
hoping the efforts will help reverse what's become an 
embarrassing trend. 

For most of the past decade, roughly a dozen 
commanding officers were relieved each year, according to the 
publication Navy Times. In 2011, though, the number nearly 
doubled, and it is on pace to remain as high this year. While 
some of the firings were for operational mistakes, such as 
mishandling a weapon or an at-sea collision, most were for 
failures that the Navy described with phrases such as 
"unprofessional command climate," "personal misconduct" or 
"inappropriate personal behavior." Many involved alcohol use 
or sexual relationships between male superiors and female 
subordinates. 

In March alone, three local command master chiefs - the 
top enlisted Sailors in their units - were relieved for personal 
misconduct. Two were found to have fraternized with women 
in their commands. The third was removed after an 
investigation into allegations that he committed sexual 
harassment. 

"Incidents that stem from character and integrity issues 
have an adverse impact on our readiness as warfighters," Vice 
Adm. Al Myers, the head of Naval Air Forces, said in a 
statement. "And they can devastate professional and personal 
lives." 

It was Myers who decided to pursue the new training 
workshops. For now, they're being given only to commanding 
officers, their deputies - executive officers - and command 
master chiefs. The Navy refers to these three positions as a 
unit's "leadership triad." The service paid $350,000 to develop 
the program. It's being delivered initially by a team of a dozen 
hand-picked reservists. They've already been to bases across 
the country, including Oceana Naval Air Station and Norfolk 
Naval Station. This month, they began visiting aircraft 
carriers. 

Once all aviation leadership triads have been through the 
workshop, which lasts about six hours, they'll be responsible 
for presenting it to all Sailors under their command - a total of 
roughly 100,000 personnel. 

So far there are no plans to extend the training beyond 
aviation units, officials said, but the possibility hasn't been 
ruled out. 

The retired rear admiral who developed the workshop, 
Hamlin Tallent, now with the San Diego-based consulting 
firm Senket Global, said the training is different than many 
others the Navy requires. It doesn't consist of a long lecture 
given with PowerPoint; rather, it involves small groups 
discussing dozens of aviation-specific case studies that are 
based on real instances in which Sailors and officers made bad 
personal choices that ended their careers. 

The cases touch on everything from inappropriate 
relationships and alcohol abuse to cheating on tests, the 
wrongful use of government equipment and various forms of 
fraud, such as lying to boost a housing allowance or travel-
expense claim. 

Tallent admits that the name of the workshop as it's been 
advertised to the fleet - "character and integrity training" - 
might have been a mistake; he thinks the title is mostly to 
blame for criticism from Sailors, officers and bloggers who 
have maligned the Navy for presuming it can teach someone 
in a day to have character. 

"That's not the aim here," Tallent said. "Of course it isn't." 
He explained the workshops this way: All people are 

capable of doing unethical or immoral things. For many who 
do them less often, it's because they are better at recognizing 
their own bad tendencies and controlling them. True, you can't 
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teach integrity in a day. But you can encourage people to 
"self-confront," and you can examine specific instances of 
failure and identify through candid discussions the points at 
which those who made mistakes could have been helped, as 
well as how. 

"I don't think everyone can be saved," Tallent said. "But I 
think some can, especially if there's a peer there who 
recognizes the situation and says something." 

He added, "It starts by having deeper, more honest 
conversations about these things than we've been having in the 
past." 

Myers explained it similarly: "When we have an aviation 
mishap, we apply a very direct approach to re-create the 
decision chain that led to the mishap in order to share the 
lessons learned.... Why not use this same approach [with] 
personal behaviors?" 

Dale Miller, a professor at Old Dominion University who 
teaches philosophy and ethics courses, said the Navy's 
rationale makes sense, at least in theory. For people who are 
inclined to do the right thing but may be vulnerable to certain 
bad tendencies, Miller said, such a workshop might affect their 
behavior. 

"I think it could make a difference," he said. 
As for the new mandates for screening and selecting 

commanding officers, details came from the chief of naval 
operations, Adm. Jonathan Greenert, in a June 4 order. It adds 
several requirements to existing ones, including a two-week 
course at the Navy's Command Leadership School in Rhode 
Island, followed by a written test; an oral board examination 
before a panel of more senior leaders; and for executive 
officers advancing to command, the written endorsement of 
their predecessor. 

Navy officials said many officer communities already use 
the newly mandated screening tools, except one: feedback 
from potential commanders' peers and subordinates. At least 
initially, only officers who man ships will be subject to what 
are known as "360-degree assessments." They'll begin with a 
pilot program no later than June 2013, with plans to review 
their effectiveness in 2014, according to the order. 

Kevin Eyer, who spent 27 years in the Navy and 
commanded three cruisers before retiring as a captain in 2009, 
said he believes the subordinate reviews will do more harm 
than good. 

"What's going to happen is that if you're a nice guy, then 
you'll get great ratings," Eyer said. "I think the Navy needs to 
decide what it wants: proven mariners and warfighters, or 
gentle, idealized characters who treat everybody nicely." 

He criticized the character and integrity workshops as 
unnecessary: 

"We already have leadership classes. These are messages 
that the Navy has been drilling into its charges for a very long 
time." 

It's absurd, he said, to suggest that some officers may not 
know that stealing from the government or having a sexual 
relationship with a subordinate is forbidden. 

Retired Vice Adm. Peter Daly, now CEO of the U.S. 
Naval Institute, disagrees. Even if Sailors already know the 
rules, Daly said, he sees value in the trainings because they 
require participants to examine specific past mistakes. When 
the goal is to prevent future mistakes, he said, "I think it's 
essential to know what happened to others and exactly where 
the failures took place." 

Daly said he believes peer and subordinate reviews 
ultimately will prove helpful because the Navy will use them 
correctly - to identify important red flags missed by 
candidates' superiors, rather than to target officers who are 
disliked for reasons unlikely to affect their ability to 
command. 

"Sometimes fitness reports on an officer don't tell the 
whole story," he said. The recent spate of firings shows that 
the Navy needs an additional mechanism "to make sure we 
know the whole person." 

Another tool that Daly suggested the Navy begin using to 
decrease personal misconduct dismissals is a formal 
mentorship program in which potential leaders are matched 
with more senior officers outside of their own commands. 

Perhaps the most important question to ask, Eyer said, is 
what caused the spike in firings in the first place. 

He and Daly pointed to several factors, but they agreed 
the biggest is the addition of women to ships. Overall, the 
change has benefitted the Navy, they said, but it would be 
foolish to deny that it has forced all Sailors and officers to face 
new issues and complexities. 

In the beginning, "a healthy fear evident between the 
sexes" helped to keep instances of fraternization in check, 
Eyer said. That has since dissipated, and the result has been a 
growing number of firings for what he politely called "zipper 
failures." 

"It's the natural, inevitable, yet inexplicably unforeseen 
effect of stocking units with young, healthy men and women 
and putting them together in isolation and under pressure." 

Maybe part of the solution, Eyer suggested, is ratcheting 
back consequences in less serious instances while accepting a 
certain number of dismissals as the new cost of doing 
business. 

Daly partly agreed. He said the Navy must continue to be 
unrelenting in its punishment of serious cases of personal 
misconduct, but it also must be mindful of what can happen 
when people believe that no mistakes will be forgiven. 

"The Navy has to find that balance," he said. 
Return to Index 
 

22. First Female Submariners Find Few Obstacles 
(KITSAP (WA) SUN 16 JUN 12) ... Ed Friedrich 

BANGOR — Female submariners are fitting right in. 
Since reporting to their boats in November, 25 women 

who broke one of the Navy's final gender barriers have gone 
on patrol and been accepted among their crews. 

"The men adjusted to us being there, and we adjusted to 
them," said Lt. j.g. Megan Bittner of the USS Ohio gold crew. 

"It was quick. There were no big problems. No stumbling 
blocks along the way. It was just learning as a junior officer 
how you fit on the boat." 

Bittner, 24, is one of 13 women assigned to two Trident 
submarines based at Naval Base Kitsap-Bangor — the cruise-
missile-carrying Ohio and the USS Maine, armed with nuclear 
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warheads. Another dozen are in Kings Bay, Ga., with the USS 
Wyoming and USS Georgia. Each have blue and gold crews 
that take turns operating the boats. There are three women on 
each crew — two on their first assignments and a more 
experienced supply officer who serves as their mentor. The 
Ohio blue crew includes four women because fewer dropped 
out of training than the Navy anticipated. 

It's not that hard to wash out. After the submariners 
graduated from the Naval Academy or ROTC programs in 
spring 2010, they spent six months in Nuclear Power School 
in Charleston, S.C., six months at the Nuclear Power Training 
Unit, or "prototype," also in Charleston, and nine weeks at 
Submarine Officer Basic Course in Groton, Conn. At 
prototype, they toiled 12 hours a day, six days a week in 
decommissioned subs with working reactors. 

"It's definitely challenging," said Lt. j.g. Amber Cowan, a 
main propulsion assistant with the Maine gold crew. "All of 
it's very fast-paced compared to traditional college courses." 

"You get so much information in a short time period," 
added Bittner, an electrical assistant from Chesapeake, Va. 

A week after arriving at Bangor, Cowan, also 24, met the 
Maine in the Strait of Juan de Fuca and finished a patrol. 
Bittner flew to Guam, where the Ohio was forward-deployed, 
and patrolled for three months. 

"It's definitely a different kind of atmosphere," said 
Cowan, a University of Washington graduate from Colorado 
Springs. "You're always working. You don't see the sun every 
day. You're adapting to a new routine, learning everything you 
need to know, getting to know everybody." 

While learning their own jobs, junior officers are pulled to 
all parts of the boat to perform or observe things for their 
qualifications, which leads to earning their dolphins. 

"I found it surprising the sheer amount of things we had to 
study," said Bittner, a North Carolina State graduate. "It's not 
just the engine room or ship control. You have to be a jack of 
all trades. I've never worked harder, slept less or learned more 
than my first deployment, but I never thought twice about it 
because everybody's in the same position." 

The female supply officers, also new to submarines, 
provide advice, guidance and a link to the upper chain of 
command. 

There are five officer staterooms. Women share one. 
There is one head for all 15 officers. It has a sign on the door 

saying whether it's in use by a man or woman. They also can 
use the watch-stander's head. 

"It's not a big deal," Cowan said. "There's somebody 
always working, somebody always sleeping. You just go when 
you need to and there's no issue." 

Bittner compared it to brothers and sisters sharing a 
bathroom. 

The toughest part is the separation, they said. Cowan is 
married to a former submariner who's now a flight officer in 
Virginia. 

"He knew what I was getting into, and he supported it," 
she said. 

Bittner is engaged to a submariner on the USS Jimmy 
Carter, also at Bangor. 

"To have all the work and stress related to doing your job 
the best you can and also the extra stress of separation, I 
would say those two things on top of each other would be the 
most difficult part," she said. "People do it all the time, 
though." 

Female submariners knew when they took the job they'd 
be under a microscope, that people would be curious how 
they're doing. Cowan and Bittner accept the attention. 

"It is important we are talking about our experience, not 
so much to say look at us but to show this is not the big ordeal 
some people thought it was, that it hasn't been the mistake 
some people projected it to be," Bittner said. 

The next group of female submariners will begin arriving 
at boats in January, joining the ballistic-missile USS Louisiana 
at Bangor and the guided-missile USS Florida at Kings Bay. 

What advice would the trailblazers give them? 
"You're going to work hard, and you're going to get a 

reward," Cowan said. "You'll be fine. Once you get down 
there, you're not a female, you're a submarine JO." 

Altogether, there are 18 Trident submarines — 14 
ballistic-missile and four converted to guided missiles. Ten are 
at Bangor, eight at Kings Bay. The Navy began integration 
with them because they're 560 feet long and don't need to be 
modified. They would have to be changed to accommodate 
enlisted women, however. Fast attack subs are too small to 
allow privacy. 

The only Navy jobs women can't hold now are with the 
SEALS special operations forces. 
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23. Panetta Salutes Gays In Military 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 16 JUN 12) ... Pauline Jelinek 

WASHINGTON — Defense Secretary Leon Panetta on 
Friday thanked gay and lesbian military members for their 
service, as the Pentagon prepares to mark June as gay pride 
month with an official salute. 

In a remarkable sign of a cultural change in the U.S. 
military, Panetta said that with the repeal last year of the 
“Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” law that prohibited gays from serving 
openly in the military, gays and lesbians can now be proud to 
be in uniform. 

“Now you can be proud of serving your country, and be 
proud of who you are,” Panetta said. 

The defense chief also said he’s committed to removing 
as many barriers as possible to making the military a model of 
equal opportunity. 

Panetta’s video message was part of a Pentagon salute to 
gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgender troops as the Pentagon 
joined the rest of the U.S. government for the first time in 
marking June as gay pride month.. 

It comes nine months after repeal of the policy that had 
prohibited gay troops from serving openly and forced more 
than 13,500 service members out of the armed forces. 

On Friday the Pentagon announced that its gay pride 
event — the first of its kind — will be held June 26 in the 
Pentagon. It will feature remarks by Jeh Johnson, the top 
Pentagon lawyer, as well as a panel discussion of the value of 
gay service and diversity, with gay and lesbian service 
members participating. 
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This month’s event will follow a long tradition at the 
Pentagon of recognizing diversity in America’s armed forces. 
Hallway displays and activities, for example, have marked 
Black History Month and Asian-Pacific American Heritage 
Month. 

Before the repeal, gay troops could serve but couldn’t 
reveal their orientation. If they did, they would be discharged. 
At the same time, a commanding officer was prohibited from 
asking a service member whether he or she was gay. 

Although some feared repeal of the ban on serving openly 
would cause problems in the ranks, officials and gay advocacy 
groups say no big issues have materialized — aside from what 
advocacy groups criticize as slow implementation of some 
changes, such as benefit entitlements to troops in same-sex 
marriages. 

Basic changes have come rapidly since repeal; the biggest 
is that gay and lesbian soldiers, Sailors, airmen and Marines 
no longer have to hide their sexuality in order to serve. They 
can put photos on their office desk without fear of being 
outed, attend social events with their partners and openly join 
advocacy groups looking out for their interests. 

OutServe, a once-clandestine professional association for 
gay service members, has nearly doubled in size to more than 
5,500 members. It held its first national convention of gay 
service members in Las Vegas last fall, then a conference on 
family issues this year in Washington. 

At West Point, the alumni gay advocacy group Knights 
Out was able to hold the first installment in March of what is 
intended to be an annual dinner in recognition of gay and 
lesbian graduates and Army cadets. Gay students at the U.S. 
Naval Academy were able to take same-sex dates to the 
academy’s Ring Dance for third-year midshipmen. 

Panetta said last month that military leaders had 
concluded that repeal had not affected morale or readiness. A 
report to Panetta with assessments from the individual military 
service branches said that as of May 1 they had seen no ill 
effects. 

“I don’t think it’s just moving along smoothly, I think it’s 
accelerating faster than we even thought the military would as 
far as progress goes,” said Air Force 1st Lt. Josh Seefried, a 
finance officer and co-director of OutServe. 

He said acceptance has been broad among straight service 
members and has put a spotlight on unequal treatment that 
gays continue to receive in some areas. “We are seeing such 
tremendous progress in how much the military is accepting us, 
but not only that — in how much the rank and file is now 
understanding the inequality that’s existing right now,” he 
said. 

That’s a reference to the fact that same-sex couples aren’t 
afforded spousal health care, assignments to the same location 
when they transfer to another job, and other benefits. There 
was no immediate change to eligibility standards for military 
benefits in September. All service members already were 
entitled to certain things, such as designating a partner as 
one’s life insurance beneficiary or as designated caregiver in 
the Wounded Warrior program. 

As for other benefits still not approved, the department 
began a review after repeal with an eye toward possibly 
extending eligibility, consistent with the federal Defense of 
Marriage Act and other applicable laws, to the same-sex 
partners of military personnel. 

“The department is carefully and deliberately reviewing 
the benefits from a policy, fiscal, legal and feasibility 
perspective,” Eileen Lainez, a Pentagon spokeswoman, said 
Thursday. 

Gay marriage has been perhaps the most difficult issue. 
Though chaplains on bases in some states are allowed to 

hold what the Pentagon officials call “private services” — 
they don’t use the words wedding or marriage — such unions 
do not garner marriage benefits because the Defense of 
Marriage Act says marriage is between a man and a woman. 

The “don’t ask, don’t tell” policy was in force for 18 
years, and its repeal was a slow and deliberate process. 

President Barack Obama on Dec. 22, 2010, signed 
legislation repealing it. Framing the issue as a matter of civil 
rights long denied, Obama said, “We are a nation that 
welcomes the service of every patriot ... a nation that believes 
that all men and women are created equal.” 

The military then did an assessment for several months to 
certify that the forces were prepared to implement it in a way 
that would not hurt military readiness. And it held training for 
its 2.25 million-person force to inform everyone of the coming 
change and what was expected. 
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24. DoD Conference To Address Military Suicides 
(NAVY TIMES 15 JUN 12) ... Patricia Kime 

A conference scheduled for next week in Washington on 
suicide among U.S. military personnel and veterans has taken 
on new importance in light of reports showing active duty 
suicides to date are outpacing last year’s numbers. 

The annual meeting, scheduled for June 20-23, will bring 
top officials, including Defense Secretary Leon Panetta, 
Assistant Secretary of Defense for Health Affairs Dr. Jonathan 
Woodson, Veterans Affairs Secretary Eric Shinseki, VA 
Undersecretary for Health Dr. Robert Petzel and others 
together to discuss the topic. 

“The goal of the conference is to provide basic 
information, research findings and share best practices in the 
realm of suicide prevention, different interventions, post-
ventions and surveillance activities,” said Jackie Garrick, head 
of the Defense Suicide Prevention Office. 

The Associated Press reported 154 suicides among active 
duty personnel as of June 3, nearly one a day for the year and 
24 more than occurred between Jan. 1 to June 3, 2011. 

According to AP and service figures, the Marine Corps 
and Army have seen a slight uptick, with the Marine Corps 
having 18, the Army, 80. The Air Force has seen a sharp 
increase, up 32 from 23 at the same time last year. The Navy 
has seen a slight dip after experiencing a rising trend in the 
past few years. 

The conference is the fourth on suicide prevention hosted 
by the Defense Centers of Excellence. 

The theme “Back to Basics,” will “emphasize the value of 
and appreciation for good order, disciplined practices, strong 
clinical skills and service accountability,” according to the 
center’s website. 
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Garrick called the issue a “national public health 
problem,” saying data from 2010 indicate it is now the 10th 
leading cause of death of Americans, up from the 11th leading 
cause. 

“It’s a complex issue and the causes are as multiple as 
people are individuals,” she said. 

The Armed Forces Health Surveillance Center on 
Monday released a report showing that for the past two years, 
suicide supplanted automobile and motorcycle accidents as the 
second leading cause of death for active duty personnel. 

Combat-related casualties have held the top spot since 
2004, with the exception of 2008, when traffic accidents 
surpassed combat deaths. 

Garrick said the Defense Department is committed to 
reduce suicide rates among active duty and is implementing 
recommendations made by the Defense Department Suicide 
Task Force in 2009. 

“Seeking help is a sign of strength, not weakness. We 
want them to engage in making the call, 1-800-273-8255, 
press 1 if you are a veteran or a military member, the Veterans 
Crisis Line,” Garrick said. 
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25. Navy Sailor Killed In Motorcycle Crash 
(KSWB FOX SAN DIEGO 17 JUN 12) 

LA PRESA, Calif. - An active duty U.S. Navy Sailor was 
killed Saturday in a motorcycle crash on the transition from 
State Route 125 to State Route 54 near La Presa, according to 
the California Highway Patrol and the San Diego County 
Medical Examiner's Office. 

Antoine Smith, 39, was riding northbound just after noon 
on the South Bay Expressway toll road toward eastbound state 
Route 54 at a high rate of speed, the Medical Examiner's 
Office and CHP reported. 

The Chula Vista man lost control of the motorcycle and 
struck a barrier. The bike overturned several times and the 

rider was thrown into the roadway, according to the Medical 
Examiner's Office and the CHP. 

Smith was taken to a hospital where he was pronounced 
dead at 1:07 p.m., the Medical Examiner's Office reported. 

The toll road's left northbound lane was temporarily 
blocked and signs were placed to advise motorists on the 
South Bay Expressway to be prepared to stop, the CHP said. 

The roadway was reported clear about 3:30 p.m., 
according to the CHP's website. 
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FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
26. Arresting Gear Delays Not Expected To Hold Up Carrier Delivery 
(DEFENSE NEWS 18 JUN 12) ... Christopher P. Cavas 

Development of the new advanced arresting gear (AAG) 
for the U.S. Navy's Gerald R. Ford CVN 78-class aircraft 
carrier has hit a few snags and delays, the Navy said, but 
delivery of systems to the carrier's shipyard should not delay 
the ship. 

"Delays during the hardware installation, system check-
out and commissioning of the Jet Car Track Site (JCTS) 
caused key program test completion dates to move beyond the 
previously approved baseline," Rob Koon, a spokesman for 
the Naval Air Systems Command, wrote in an email. 

"The AAG program has adjusted several delivery dates to 
the shipyard based on the redesign of the water twister 
components," Koon added. "However, these delays have not 
impacted the CVN 78's scheduled delivery." The water twister 
is a device that absorbs energy by circulating water around an 
enclosed loop, according to information provided by General 
Atomics, prime contractor to develop the system. 

Overall spending on the AAG program jumped this year 
by about 40 percent, from $62.7 million to $101.7 million, 
according to the Navy. 

The additional $39 million, Koon wrote, was "a result of 
funding needed due to delays during the hardware installation, 
initial system check-out and commissioning of the JCL'S as 
well as providing funding for future test execution." 

Nancy Hitchcox, a spokeswoman for General Atomics 
(GA), pointed out the production contract for the AAG is on a 
firm fixed-price basis, "so there won't be any production price 
increases to the Navy." 

The AAG will replace the Mark 7 hydraulic system in use 
aboard all other U.S. aircraft carriers. The AAG's electric 
motor-based system, according to GA, replaces the 
mechanical hydraulic ram of the current system with energy-
absorbing water turbines which, coupled with a large 
induction motor, should provide better control of the arresting 
forces: 

GA claims the new system will handle a broader range of 
aircraft, reduce manning and maintenance, and feature higher 
reliability and safety margins. 

So far, Koon wrote, 138 dead-load recoveries have been 
conducted at the JCTS at Joint Base McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst, 
N.J. 

"System performance to date has correlated well with our 
models," Koon wrote. "As in any test program, we've found 
things that we've had to address via design changes, and we 
are currently redesigning the water twister to ensure that it 
meets dynamic loads experienced during heavy aircraft 
arrestments. Dead-load testing will resume early this 
summer." 

The dead-load weights, he said, represented an F/A-18 
C/D Hornet, F/A-18 E/F Super Hornet, EA-18G Growler, E-2 
C/D Hawkeye, T-45C Goshawk and UAVs. 

The AAG program, he added, "is scheduled to complete 
performance testing in 2013 and Runway Aircraft Landing 
Site testing in 2014." 

The first AAG components were delivered to Newport 
News Ship-building in Virginia, builders of the Ford, this 
spring, Koon added. 
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"The shipbuilder is currently developing revised 
construction plans to accommodate water twister delivery in 

March 2013," he wrote. 
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27. U.S. Marines Hope To Stand-Up First Operational F-35B Squadron In November 
(FLIGHT GLOBAL 15 JUN 12) ... Dave Majumdar 

WASHINGTON, D.C. -- The U.S. Marine Corps will 
stand up its first operational Lockheed Martin F-35B squadron 
this November if everything goes according to plan, a senior 
service official says. Prior to that, the USMC hopes to 
formally start training new F-35B pilots in October at Eglin 
AFB, Florida. 

"VMFA-121 will now be the first squadron to stand-up in 
Yuma, [Arizona]," the senior official says. "They will stand 
down as an F/A-18D squadron in July once they return from 
deployment to Japan." 

The desert base should get its first jet in November, the 
official says. But that is contingent upon starting up the F-35B 
training pipeline at Eglin, he says. 

There are currently two USMC test pilots flying at the 
Florida base, but that number will soon increase. 

"We should start getting additional pilots qualified in 
July," the official says. "Training will still be delayed until we 
get at least 120 hours of maturation flying, but I am hopeful 
we can start training students by October." 

Once the additional USMC aviators are qualified in the F-
35B, those pilots will be able to help bang out the 120 hours 
quickly. 

"We will be close, but I think we can do it," the official 
says. 
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28. Lockheed Is Replacing Strikers At Fighter Plane Plant 
(NEW YORK TIMES 16 JUN 12) ... Christopher Drew 

Lockheed Martin said Friday that it had hired 300 
temporary workers to replace striking union employees at its 
fighter plane plant in Fort Worth and could hire hundreds 
more. 

About 3,300 union workers went on strike there on April 
23 over proposed changes in health benefits and a Lockheed 
plan to stop offering a traditional pension to newly hired 
workers. 

The factory builds the new F-35 strike fighter aircraft as 
well as an older model, the F-16, for foreign countries. The 
company has used salaried workers to keep building the planes 
at a slower rate. It started bringing in the temporary workers in 
late May. 

Joe Stout, a Lockheed spokesman, said the company 
would continue hiring substitutes and could bring in up to 
2,000 if the strike continued through the summer. 

He said the company was using an employment agency to 
find people who had some experience in aerospace plants. 

Union officials said the company’s actions would not 
weaken their resolve. Hiring the temporary workers “is a 
waste of taxpayer money,” said Bob Wood, a spokesman for 
District Lodge 776 of the International Association of 
Machinists and Aerospace Workers. “It’s a dog and pony 
show.” 

He said the union workers had received extensive training 
to work on the advanced F-35, while the temporary workers 
were trained for only a day or two. “That’s like saying 
somebody built a Cessna, and now they’re going to walk in 
and build the F-35.” 

Since the strike began, the union has also filed a series of 
complaints with the National Labor Relations Board that 
Lockheed, the nation’s largest military contractor, had 
engaged in unfair labor practices. 

The union said in one filing that the company, based in 
Bethesda, Md., had moved some of the work on the F-35’s 
wings to its plant in Marietta, Ga., as a way of “interfering 
with, restraining and coercing” the workers who are on strike. 

Mr. Stout said the company had planned to make that 
move before the strike began. 

The F-35 is the largest military program, and the 
Pentagon has estimated that it could pay nearly $400 billion 
over 25 years for more than 2,400 of the planes. But the 
program has been delayed by technical difficulties, and the 
Pentagon recently slowed the early production rate to give the 
company more time to work through the technical problems. 

Pentagon officials have said that they are staying neutral 
about the strike. 

The Obama administration has generally supported 
organized labor. But the Pentagon has also been pressing 
Lockheed to lower the production costs of the F-35. 

Company officials said a broad shift toward tighter cost 
controls on military contractors had increased contractors’ 
interest in lowering pension and health costs over time. 

The union workers in Fort Worth rejected Lockheed’s last 
contract offer in April. The offer included pay raises of 3 
percent a year for each of the next three years as well as 
$3,000 signing bonuses for each worker. Lockheed would also 
have maintained the traditional defined-benefit pension plan 
for current workers and increased the monthly benefits. 

But workers objected to the company’s plans to reduce 
health care options and provide only 401(k)-type retirement 
plans for newly hired workers. 

Company officials said they had eliminated traditional 
pension plans for all salaried workers hired since 2006. They 
said most of the company’s other unions agreed to that change 
since then. 

Mr. Stout, the Lockheed spokesman, said that since the 
strike began, about 250 workers had returned to work in Fort 
Worth. He said most of the 300 workers at other sites who had 
joined the strike had also returned to work. 

Mr. Wood, the union spokesman, did not dispute those 
numbers. But he said the union viewed the company’s attempt 
to eliminate the pension for new workers as “an attack on the 
installment plan” against the retirement plan of current 
workers. 
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“First, the company will do that,” he said. “And then, 
when a new contract comes around, they will want to freeze 

the plan for everyone else. And the people who don’t have a 
pension are not going to fight for these guys’ pensions.” 
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29. Navy: UAV Crash Won’t Slow Growing BAMS Program 
(NAVY TIMES 25 JUN 12) ... Joshua Stewart 

The Navy has no plans to replace the unmanned plane that 
crashed into a Maryland marsh June 11, and the service does 
not expect that loss to affect operations. 

The Broad Area Maritime Surveillance Demonstrator that 
crashed was operated by Patrol and Reconnaissance Wing 2 
for training missions, and the loss should have "minor 
impacts" on future operations, said Lt. Aaron Kakiel, a Naval 
Air Forces spokesman. It was not used for operations in 5th 
Fleet, where BAMS-Ds provide half of the intelligence, 
reconnaissance and surveillance coverage. 

The crash leaves the Navy with four BAMS-Ds just as 
Northrop Grumman unveiled the first full-fledged MQ-4C 
Triton aircraft June 14. The Navy plans to buy 100 of the 
unmanned aircraft. 

A preliminary cause of the crash has not been determined, 
but the Navy, Coast Guard and Northrop Grumman are 
investigating. 

The Navy’s BAMS-Ds were previously operated by the 
Air Force as Block 10 Global Hawk RQ-4s. The Air Force 
transferred two Block 10s to the Navy in 2004 and 2005, 
according to Northrop Grumman, and three more in 2011. All 
were reconfigured with a surveillance package designed for 
maritime missions. 

BAMS-D has provided surveillance in the 5th Fleet area 
of operations, which includes the Persian Gulf and Arabian 
Sea, since 2009. 
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30. DoD IG Questions Navy's OASIS Minesweeping System For LCS 
(DEFENSE DAILY 18 JUN 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

The Pentagon's Inspector General issued a report last 
week that faulted the Navy's development of a minesweeping 
system intended to operate off Littoral Combat Ships, 
questioning the reliability and cost of the Organic Airborne 
and Surface Influence Sweep (OASIS) program. 

The IG report said the Navy has not adequately defined 
the shock absorbing requirements for the system and therefore 
does not have sufficient information to support a decision 
scheduled for early next year to move OASIS into low-rate 
initial production (LRIP). 

"Without fully defined capability requirements, the Navy 
cannot determine whether OASIS is effective, suitable, and 
affordable to produce and deploy," the June 13 IG report said. 

OASIS, a torpedo-shaped system being developed under a 
contract with ITT Exelis, is designed to be towed at sea by an 
MH-60S helicopter based on a Littoral Combat Ship when 
mines are difficult to detect in a mine hunting operation. 
OASIS would travel through the mined area and generate a 
magnetic field to engage and detonate the mines before ships 
pass through. 

But the IG report raised questions about the survivability 
of the OASIS in handling the shock waves generated by the 

explosions. The report cited an analysis by the contractor that 
found OASIS would not function after sustaining a shock 
wave of 65 percent of the capability required. 

The Navy did not adequately fund studies needed to 
determine the lowest shock threshold OASIS would need to 
operate effectively, the IG said. The program office also did 
not adequately plan a testing schedule in conjunction with 
operating off the MH-60S. 

"As a result, the Navy could commit to acquiring four 
LRIP units, costing $15 million, which may not meet testing 
needs to support the full-rate production decision in FY 2015," 
the report said. 

The report added that the Navy plans to buy 38 additional 
units at a cost of $140.6 million. 

The OASIS acquisition program began 2002 and has 
since experienced "significant" cost growth and delays, the IG 
said. A 2005 estimate put the research, development, testing 
and evaluation cost at $55 million, but as of January more than 
$135 million has been spent on a program currently in the 
engineering and manufacturing development phase. 

The projected cost to develop and procure OASIS now 
stands at $290.5 million, the IG said. 
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BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
31. Navy To Bring Three-Ship Amphibious Group To Mayport Early 
(FLORIDA TIMES-UNION 15 JUN 12) ... William Browning 

There will be more ships at Mayport Naval Station by 
2020 than there are now. That was what Navy Secretary Ray 
Mabus told a gathering of sailors Friday. 

The first of those new ships — the USS New York, an 
amphibious transport dock currently deployed in the Middle 
East — will arrive at Mayport next year. The following year 
two more ships will arrive: the USS Iwo Jima, an amphibious 
assault ship, and the USS Fort McHenry, a dock landing ship. 

The three ships make up an amphibious ready group, or 
ARG, now based in Norfolk, Va. 

Mabus said in February that the group would arrive no 
later than 2015. On Friday, though, he announced that the date 
had been moved up. 

Mayport will also see the arrival of eight littoral combat 
ships by the end of 2019, Mabus said. The first LCS will 
arrive in 2016. Each of those ships — new Navy combat ships 
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designed to go fast and operate in shallow, near-coastline 
waters — have about 40 full-time crew members. 

U.S. Rep. Ander Crenshaw, R-Fla., said the arrival of the 
ARG and LCSs points to a bright future at Mayport. 

“I think this shows how important Mayport is, in terms of 
national security,” Crenshaw said following the 
announcement. “The sooner they bring the ships here, the 
sooner they can take advantage of this strategic location.” 

The amphibious ready group’s job is to transport Marine 
Corps infantry, aircraft and supplies into combat around the 
globe. 

“This is one of the most flexible, most lethal, most 
important things we have in the Navy,” Mabus said. 

The move will not bring additional Marines into the area, 
but it will bring about 2,000 sailors and their families, as well 
as jobs, to the First Coast. 

“Those three ships will take about $75 million a year to 
maintenance and repair — work that can be done here at the 
waterfront,” Mabus said. 

The announcement of the ARG and LCSs on Friday was 
good news for Mayport at a time when it needed some. The 
Navy continues to retire the guided missile frigates that make 
up the bulk of Mayport’s fleet, which now stands at 19 ships. 
Frigates have about 200 crew members apiece. 

In February, it was announced that Mayport, because of 
budget cuts, will not get a nuclear-powered aircraft carrier 
until the middle of the next decade at the earliest. 

Mabus said that bringing in the ARG sooner, while 
offsetting personnel losses from retiring frigates, will also help 
sustain the shipyard workers and suppliers in the area. 

“There will not be a gap in how many ships we have 
here,” he said. 

Asked what led to the hastening of the ARG move, 
Mabus cited three things. 

“Number one, we knew the ARG was coming and it made 
sense to get it here as soon as possible,” Mabus said. “Number 
two, Mayport was ready.” 

He explained that the move was also a direct response to 
the frigates retiring and the effect that could have on Mayport. 

Broadcast Clip - First Of 3 New Ships Stationed At 
Mayport To Arrive Next Year 

(FIRST COAST NEWS 15 JUN 12) 

Secretary of the Navy Ray Mabus announced Friday at 
Naval Station Mayport the first of three new ships stationed at 
the base will arrive next year. 

Mabus says a carrier is still not out of picture for 
Mayport, but he added three amphibious ready ships that will 
arrive soon should help the base and the community. 

"I want to repeat a carrier under any circumstance 2019 is 
first time would have gotten here," said Mabus. 

View Clip (RT: 1:43) 
Broadcast Clip – USS New York Headed To Mayport 

Early 
First of three ships of amphibious ready group 
(WJXT TV JACKSONVILLE (FL) 15 JUN 12) Ashley 

Townsend 
The first of three amphibious transport ships scheduled to 

shift homeport to Naval Station Mayport will arrive next year 
-- sooner than expected. 

The USS New York will arrive at Mayport in the fall of 
2013, followed by the USS Iwo Jima and USS Fort McHenry 
in 2014. 

Secretary of the Navy Ray Mabus, who had previously 
indicated the ships would arrive in 2015, made the 
announcement of the accelerated schedule during a Friday 
visit to Mayport. 

"The move underscores just how important Jacksonville 
and Naval Station Mayport are to our national defense, and 
how committed we are to strategic dispersal on the east coast," 
Mabus said. 

Mabus said, "I strongly believe that moving an 
Amphibious Readiness Group to Mayport, FL, is the right 
move for our forces and for our national security. I hope to 
have a decision on the expedited schedule by the end this 
summer." 

According to Mabus, the USS New York and other ships 
of the amphibious ready group are currently deployed to the 
Middle East, operating in the Mediterranean Sea and Arabian 
Gulf. They will shift from their current homeport of Norfolk, 
Va. Mayport also will begin receiving littoral combat ships in 
2016. And Mayport still is in line to homeport a nuclear 
carrier late this decade. 

View Gallery (10 Photos) 
View Clip (RT: 2:52) 
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32. Sailors Attend Ceremony Connecting War Of 1812, 9/11 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 15 JUN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Jeremy K. Johnson, Navy Operational Support 
Center Baltimore Public Affairs 

BALTIMORE -- Sailors visiting Baltimore's Sailabration 
and Baltimore Navy Week witnessed a historic moment, June 
14, as three threads from the original Star-Spangled Banner 
were sewn into the National 9/11 Flag. 

The ceremony, hosted by The Star-Spangled Banner 
House and New York Says Thank You Foundation, was 
attended by local VIPs and Navy officers, as well as families 
and friends of the team responsible for the National 9/11 Flag 
project. 

The 30-foot American Ensign was found hanging from 
the side of a building just blocks away from the World Trade 
Center after the Sept. 11 attacks on New York City. In 2008, a 
project began to restore the flag from it's damaged state by 
patching it with pieces of retired flags from all 50 states. The 

Flag Day ceremony in Baltimore coincides with the War of 
1812 Bicentennial celebration and marks the placement of the 
final patch. 

Two Sailors from the dock landing ship USS Fort 
McHenry (LSD 43) were selected to participate in a flag detail 
during the initial portion of the ceremony. The ship is named 
for Fort McHenry National Monument, where the Star-
Spangled Banner was flown when Francis Scott Key saw it 
during the War of 1812, and was inspired to write the words 
that would eventually become the national anthem. 

Boatswain's Mate 1st Class Nevada Pinto, a native of 
New York City, said he had no idea before he arrived just how 
unique the opportunity would be. 
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"If you've ever been a part of something bigger than 
yourself, this is it here," said Pinto. "To have what happened 
in New York City, on 9/11, and to have the flag that was 
flown, and to see that stitching, is amazing. Very few people 
get to see this and I'm honored to be one of the few to see it." 

Speaking about a reception immediately preceding the 
event, Baltimore Mayor Stephanie Rawlings-Blake said 
having the Navy in Baltimore is an honor, especially as part of 
the War of 1812 Bicentennial. 

"It's so exciting and it's an honor to host so many Sailors 
from all over the world, and to have the Navy participate in 
such a wonderful way," she said. "You could hear - when the 
Navy captains were announced at our program earlier - you 
could hear the cheers because there's so much pride; pride 
about our history, but also the future that they represent." 

Rear Adm. Gregory M. Nosal, commander of Carrier 
Strike Group 2, said there was a lot to be learned for Sailors 
who were present at the event. 

"It's an emotional day," Nosal said. "We're saluting the 
men and women who gallantly fought 200 years ago. We're 
also saluting all of those who have fought in the conflicts since 
then, and we're saluting those who are defending freedom 
today. To tie it all together with Sept. 11th, 2001 and 1812, 
there were a lot of patriots who gave their all so that we can 
live the way we live today." 

Now that the project is finished, it will go on permanent 
display in Manhattan where visitors will be able to see the flag 
at the 9/11 Memorial Museum when it opens. 

Navy Week Baltimore is one of the signature events 
around the country commemorating the Bicentennial of the 
War of 1812 and "The Star-Spangled Banner." 
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33. Tall Ships, Foam Black Pirate Hats 
Making The War Of 1812 Real Today 
(WASHINGTON POST 16 JUN 12) ... Michelle Boorstein 

Lisa Walker was moving to Brazilian pop music and 
snapping photos — as was her husband — as they marveled 
Saturday at the full-rigged Brazilian Navy ship Cisne Branco, 
one of several huge sailing vessels in Baltimore to celebrate 
the 200th anniversary of the War of 1812. 

The 42-year-old financial analyst from Jessup couldn’t 
say what the war was about but was sure of this: Just being 
near the tall ships and naval vessels made her feel connected 
to the region’s history. It made real “The Star-Spangled 
Banner,” America’s anthem, whose words were inspired by 
the bombardment of Fort McHenry, in Baltimore, during the 
war between the United States and Great Britain. 

“It makes the song come alive when you see all this,” she 
said, gesturing at an Inner Harbor ringed with tall ships. “You 
can see the scampering across the ramparts.” 

The dramatic scale and old-fashioned appearance of the 
ships was a stark contrast with the wars of today. 

One booth at the Sailabration event sold historic weapons; 
another displayed art from a therapy program for today’s 
returning veterans. Tables sold “War of 1812” T-shirts next to 
spoofy foam black pirate hats next to “I got tanked at the 
Yards” tank tops. 

Mixed in among the thousands of people on the sun-
soaked park paths along the harbor were military families, 
looking at a historical war through a contemporary lens. 

Sixteen members of the Lechner family were visiting 
from three cities, honoring a Father’s Day request of an Air 
Force veteran who wanted to see the military vessels in the 
morning and the Blue Angels air show in the afternoon. 

“We live in the heart of Pennsylvania, so we don’t ever 
get to see tall ships or Navy vessels,” said Greg Lechner of 
Harrisburg, who was in a line dozens-deep with his family 
waiting to board the Cisne Branco. 

For many people, Saturday was just a day to be in the 
bright sunshine, watch some street theater and snap photos of 
an Inner Harbor crowded with boats, from tall ships to kayaks 
to ferries carrying people to the aquarium. A tent about 
Sailors’ changing diets listed foods from “then,” including 
molasses and suet. Standing in for today’s diet, an actor 
dressed up as a slice of pizza and a chef explained how to 
cook it. 

The waterside paths were jammed with tourists and 
Sailors. Those from the Mexican ships were dressed in 
starched white, from head to foot, while the Indonesians wore 
army green. Historic reenactors roamed, including Ron 
Turner, 69, and Gordy Johnson, 65, both of North East, a town 
in the most northeast county of Maryland. 

Around noon, the two were taking a cigarette break from 
playing tavern patrons outside the history tent. Normally, the 
men, who work with their county’s historical society, 
specialize in characters from the 1775-1783 Revolutionary 
War period, but on Saturday they were focused on getting 
people engaged with what Johnson called “our second war of 
independence.” 

“We won our independence in the Revolutionary War, but 
in 1812 we won the respect of Great Britain. Partly because 
we had those,” said Turner, gesturing toward the tall ships. 
“Our gunners were better shots.” 

The War of 1812 began 30 years after America had won 
its freedom from the British but was still struggling against 
them in land skirmishes and through tensions over trade. 

The war brought both setbacks and victories for American 
forces, but has been regarded as a significant affirmation of 
American independence. 
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34. Sailors, Marines Show Off USS Fort McHenry 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 17 JUN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Wesley Dannelley, Navy Operational Support 
Center Baltimore 

BALTIMORE -- USS Fort McHenry (LSD 43) welcomed 
more than 1,000 guests aboard for the Star-Spangled 

Sailabration, June 15, commemorating the 200th anniversary 
of the War of 1812 and our nation's flag. 
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The flight deck of the amphibious dock landing ship USS 
Fort McHenry (LSD 43) is bustling with guests as crew 
members conduct guided tours around the deckplates. Visitors 
are able to catch a glimpse of the day to day activities Sailors 
and Marines do aboard the ship, as well as some of the tasks 
Marines perform while ashore or forward deployed. 

Marines of Combat Logistics Battalion 26 (CLB 26), 
embarked for the War of 1812 celebrations, displayed 
equipment and vehicles for public view, and offered 
demonstrations on various tools of the trade. 

Marine Explosive Ordnance Disposal members attached 
to CLB 26 donned the heavy Kevlar EOD suit used to protect 
Marines as they handle and dispose of various explosive 
devices. Guests were also introduced to the "EOD Bot", the 
remote controlled robot that allows EOD teams to gather 
information and/or handle explosives while keeping personnel 
out of harm's way. 

Lance Cpl. Easten Fry, a field artillery cannoneer with 
Bravo Battery 1/10, also attached to CLB 26, was the subject 

matter expert for the Marine Corps' M777A2 Howitzer, 
answering questions and giving demonstrations of the 
weapon's capabilities. 

When asked about his thoughts on the tours, Fry stated 
"Having people take time out of their day to walk a quarter of 
a mile down a pier in the heat to hear about my job makes me 
feel appreciated." 

United States Naval Sea Cadet Corps Seaman Apprentice 
Phillip Plunkard expressed his excitement about being 
onboard a warship. "Getting to learn all about the Navy, and 
seeing all the Helicopters was so cool!" 

While aboard, USNSC Plunkard was able to meet the 
Commanding Officer of the Fort McHenry, Commander Ray 
Hartman, who shared words of wisdom and encouragement 
with the young Sea Cadet. 

The Fort McHenry is homeported at Joint Expeditionary 
Base Little Creek/Fort Story, and is currently preparing for 
their upcoming deployment. 
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35. Comparing Navy Food 'Then And Now' At Baltimore's Sailabration 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 15 JUN 12) ... Kathy Adams, Naval Supply Systems Command 

BALTIMORE -- Navy chefs demonstrated the differences 
between Navy cooking in 1812 and Navy cooking in 2012 at 
Sailabration in Baltimore, Md., June 14. 

During "Navy Food Then and Now" presentations, 
culinary specialists (CSs) shared information about 1812 Navy 
food preparation. CSs then shared today's Navy cooking tips 
with the crowd in the Galley Works demonstration tent in 
Inner Harbor. 

"I'm proud to be a Navy chef," said Culinary Specialist 
1st Class Matthew Susienka from the Culinary Specialist "A" 
School in Ft. Lee, Va. "Now more than ever we are gearing 
more toward making CSs chefs, which is important. We take 
pride in what we do every day." 

A CS from USS Constitution in period uniform was 
available during the day for the crowd to ask questions about 
what life was like for a Sailor during the 1800s. 

Sailors in 1812 ate food like dried peas, salt pork, and 
hardtack, which is a simple inexpensive cracker or biscuit 
made from flour, water, and salt. These foods were long-

lasting and used for sustenance in the absence of perishable 
foods during long sea voyages and military campaigns. 

The focus for today's Sailors is fresh and prepared from 
scratch foods with an emphasis on good nutrition and great 
taste. Navy chefs receive advanced culinary training and the 
chance to work toward culinary certification. Incorporating 
fresh fruits and vegetables, new yeast-risen bakery products, 
and healthy options like whole grains provide today's 21st 
Century Sailors and Marines with the fuel they need. 

The Naval Supply Systems Command - in collaboration 
with Commander, Naval Installations Command, Defense 
Logistics Agency, Fleet, and Type Commanders - is leading 
the effort to increase training, ensure appropriate manning 
levels, and include menu changes to incorporate scratch 
cooking and bakery products. 

Activities during The Star-Spangled Sailabration in 
Baltimore included U.S. Navy vessels and tall ships from 
around the world which are open for public viewing, and 
demonstrations by the U.S. Navy Blue Angels flight 
demonstration team. 
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36. USS Constitution Sailors Support Caps For Kids In Baltimore 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 15 JUN 12) SONAR TECHNICIAN (SUBMARINE) 2ND CLASS (SS) ... Thomas J. Rooney, USS Constitution 
Public Affairs 

BALTIMORE -- USS Constitution Sailors gave Navy 
ballcaps to children during a Caps for Kids visit at the Ronald 
McDonald House in Baltimore, June 14. 

Fireman Savannah Hutchins, Seaman Cody Hanrahan, 
Seaman Jared Kercell, Logistics Specialist Seaman Candice 
Tillman, Fire Controlman 1st Class (SW) Sean Kershaw, and 
Constitution Command Master Chief (SW/AW) Roxanne 
Rhoades participated in the exchange of ballcaps, laughter and 
games during Baltimore's Star-Spangled Sailabration. 

"The level of interaction with the children and parents 
today was completely amazing," said Rhoades. "These 
families, especially the children, were so engaging with the 
Sailors it was very difficult to say goodbye. This is an event 

that defines how inspirational those with daily challenges can 
be to our Sailors." 

The Ronald McDonald House mission is to provide a 
home away from home for families with children under 
treatment at area hospitals. Permanent staff members handle 
most of the administrative duties, but volunteers do the bulk of 
the work that keeps the houses functioning. 

Along with donating the ballcaps, Constitution Sailors 
spent time playing basketball, coloring, and playing on the 
playground with more than 30 children and their families. 

"It was fantastic that the Sailors came here today," said 
Sandy Pagnotti, Baltimore Ronald McDonald House's 
executive director. "It was a real highlight for our families and 
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kids. "For them to spend an afternoon playing and having fun 
with real-life Sailors was truly tremendous." 

Caps for Kids became a national outreach effort in 2000. 
Since then, more than 300 commands and thousands of Sailors 
have donated ballcaps to more than 500 hospitals across the 
U.S. 

USS Constitution Sailor Teaches History Of African-
American Sailors 

A USS Constitution Sailor spoke about the role of 
African-American Sailors during the War of 1812 at the 
Reginald F. Lewis Museum of Maryland African American 
History and Culture in Baltimore, June 13. 

Navy Counselor 1st Class (SW/AW) Louis Beasley gave 
his 30-minute presentation to more than 20 attendees as part of 
Baltimore Navy Week, June 11-19. 

"It was such a humbling experience to have the 
opportunity to share my research with the Baltimoreans at the 
museum," said Beasley, who specifically spoke about African-

American Sailors who served aboard Constitution. "Though 
there is little information of the contributions of African-
Americans during the War of 1812, I found the story of David 
Debias very intriguing and was honored to be selected to bring 
the story to a new audience." 

Debias was an African-American Sailor who joined the 
Navy at eight years old and served aboard Constitution during 
the ship's famous victory over British frigates HMS Cyane and 
HMS Levant, Feb. 20, 1815. 

Attendees also learned about the recruitment of African-
American Sailors in the early 1800s, their early duties and 
diversity as a strength in today's Navy 

"What we're learning is that people really want to hear 
stories that add a dimension to history that we probably didn't 
have in school." said Dr. Skipp Sanders, the museum's 
executive director. "When you find out the back stories of the 
Sailors, it really brings the history to life." 
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37. Sailors Give Back During Baltimore Navy Week 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 16 JUN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Patrick Gordon, Navy Operational Support Center 
Baltimore Public Affairs 

More than 50 Sailors and midshipmen from USS San 
Antonio (LPD 17), USS Fort McHenry (LSD 43) and USS 
Donald Cook (DDG 75) volunteered at "Meals on Wheels" of 
Central Maryland, June 14, during Navy Week Baltimore. 

The Sailors were on hand to paint the Meals on Wheels 
building, as well as prepare meals for the program's meal 
recipients. 

"It is extremely important for us to have the Sailors come 
and helps us like they are," said Ellen Falk, director of 
volunteer services for Meals on Wheels of Central Maryland. 
"We prepare almost 5,000 meals a day for nearly 1,500 home-
bound clients. Having the Navy here to help out makes the 
work go so much faster, and frees up our staff and volunteers 
for other things." 

Falk continued, "Our mission is to enable people to live 
independently at home through provision of nutritious meals, 
personal contact and related services. It really helps when 
people like these Sailors come to help us accomplish that 
mission." 

The Sailors and midshipmen were involved in nearly 
every step of meal preparation, from loading cold trays and 
boxing fruit, to preparing packages of condiments. The effort 
displayed by the crew members was not only helpful for the 
Meals on Wheels operations, but also in the spreading of 
goodwill. 

"This is truly fantastic," said Debbie Brown, events and 
communications manager for Meals on Wheels of Central 

Maryland. "It's really great to have the Navy here building 
these community partnerships. Anytime we can build 
relationships like this is a win-win." 

The Sailors and midshipmen themselves enjoyed the 
event, joking and laughing throughout the community relation 
project (COMREL). But at its core, the mission was about 
helping the community. 

"We're out here to help out Meals on Wheels because the 
Navy, as a whole, is big on giving back to others," said Chief 
Boatswain's Mate Michael Tucker, a San Antonio crew 
member from Myrtle Beach, S.C. "A lot of Sailors do 
COMRELs like this because they understand the importance 
of their position in helping the less fortunate." 

While the Sailors were able to help Meals on Wheels of 
Central Maryland and the community it serves, probably most 
important was the effect the event had on the Sailors, 
particularly those who had never participated in a COMREL 
before. 

"This is my first COMREL, but after this, I'm going to 
start volunteering for them all the time," said Interior 
Communications Electrician 3rd Class Gabriel Holguin, a San 
Antonio crewmember from Victorville, Calif. "My favorite 
part has been the people. Everyone is working to help, and 
they all have a great attitude." 

Navy Week Baltimore is one of the signature events 
around the country commemorating the Bicentennial of the 
War of 1812 and the Star-Spangled Banner. 
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38. Rear Admiral Docks In Home State 
(MONTGOMERY (AL) ADVERTISER 17 JUN 12) ... Marty Roney 

Last week was a homecoming for Rear Adm. Frank 
Ponds, who toured Alabama as part of Navy Week and the 
service’s “50 Flags for 50 States” effort. 

The busy itinerary had included stops in Selma, 
Birmingham, Montgomery and Tuskegee. He met with elected 
and community leaders and worked the civic club circuit 

telling of the Navy’s mission. He visited the Capital City on 
Thursday. 

Stationed at Pearl Harbor, Ponds serves a Commander 
Navy Region Hawaii, where he leads more than 3,200 civilian 
and military personnel in providing support to units assigned 
to Commander U.S. Pacific Fleet. He also serves as 
Commander Naval Surface Group, Middle Pacific, where he 
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oversees readiness for three cruisers, six destroyers and two 
frigates home-ported in Hawaii. 

Not too shabby for a young man who grew up just outside 
of Autaugaville. Ponds said those Autauga County roots have 
served him well during the almost three decades of military 
service that have carried him around the world. 

Family values were stressed in his formative years. 
“The word ‘sacrifice’ creeps into that discussion,” he said. 

“If you think family values, that means you are willing to 
sacrifice for the greater good. As a man, as a father, as a 
husband, you know that your role is to sacrifice for your 
family. 

“As a Navy officer, as a person in uniform, I have to be 
willing to sacrifice, even if it’s the ultimate sacrifice for those 
that depend on me to lead them.” 

The nation is well-served by today’s military, Ponds said. 
And he was quick to point out that his opinion crosses over to 
the other branches. 

“Right now, we have the most highly educated, highly 
trained and highly patriotic individuals serving as we have 
ever had in the history of this country,” he said. “They are 
very capable. There is still honor in serving your country. I 
know that and see that every day. 

“The generation that is serving today are a fabulous 
bunch. And their families are committed to that service as 
well.” 

It was a unique path that led Ponds to a Navy career. He 
was raised 200 miles inland among the piney woods and farm 
fields of western Autauga County. He graduated from 
Autaugaville High School in 1977 and went on to earn a 
bachelor of science degree from the University of Alabama in 
1982. He received his commission from Officer Candidate 
School in 1983. 

He came out of Tuscaloosa wanting to be a lawyer. Then 
he talked with a Navy recruiter. That 15-minute conversation 
turned into a lifetime commitment. 

“We all believe in the same things,” he said. “It’s 
democracy; it’s freedom; it’s freedom of speech. The things 
that most people take for granted. The things that people 
hunger for if they have never had them. 

“We can’t relinquish that. We can’t give it up. It’s too 
precious. Our military protects those freedoms.” 

Among his official duties last week, Ponds has had some 
time to unwind and visit relatives. At dinner Wednesday night, 
he had catfish and seafood gumbo. 

“And it made me feel good. I was back home,” he said 
with a booming laugh. “There’s no place like home. And I’m 
not talking about Kansas; I’m talking about Alabama.” 
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39. Seal Beach Opens New Energy Efficient Training Building 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 15 JUN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Eli Medellin, Naval Weapons Station Seal Beach 
Public Affairs 

SEAL BEACH, Calif. -- Base and Marine Corps staff 
celebrated the grand opening of a new energy efficient office 
and training building aboard Naval Weapons Station Seal 
Beach June 14. 

The new building is designed to be certified to Leadership 
in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) standards 
through the use of sustainable materials, incorporating energy 
and water efficiency, on-site renewable energy, and providing 
indoor environmental quality. 

"The energy demand is minimized through the use of high 
efficiency cooling equipment, high efficiency lighting, 
advanced controls, and high quality insulation," said Lt. John 
Kimmel, base Facilities Engineering and Acquisition Division 
director. "It also utilizes a rooftop solar photovoltaic system, 
which allows the building to produce as much electricity as it 
consumes. The landscaping has a low water demand, and the 
parking lot uses solar-powered lighting." 

"This facility gives us the opportunity to co-locate two 
firing battalions and a headquarters battery to train command 
and control and improve combat readiness with state of the art 
technology," said Lt. Col. Jeff Morgan, 5/14 inspector 
instructor. "It allows us to train with an efficiency we didn't 
have before." 

At a cost of just above $11 million, construction began in 
May 2011 and was completed May 22 2012. The Marines 
started moving in the next day. 

The near 27,000 square foot facility consists of a new gun 
shed, martial arts pit with pull-up bars, 16 offices, three 
training classrooms, two supply warehouses, a drill hall and 
500 gear lockers. 

There is also a tactical vehicle lot expansion and a 115 
vehicle parking lot. 

"Everyone wanted to make sure that we forged into the 
future on this project," said Lt. Cmdr. Chad Lorenzana, Naval 
Weapons Station Seal Beach public works officer. "It looks 
great, everyone is pleased. The Navy/Marine Corps design 
team did a great job designing it." 

Energy efficiency and alternative power sources are being 
promoted throughout Naval Weapons Station Seal Beach, said 
Lorenzana. "We also have Photovoltaic arrays supplying 
energy to other buildings on base, and we look to having 
future solar projects as well." 

Secretary of the Navy Ray Mabus laid out five aggressive 
energy goals in October 2009 to improve energy security and 
efficiency, increase energy independence, and help lead the 
nation toward a clean energy economy. This initiative assists 
in achieving the energy goal of increasing alternative energy 
afloat and ashore where by 2020, the Department of the Navy 
(DON) will produce at least 50 percent of shore-based energy 
requirements from alternative sources and 50 percent of DON 
installations will be net-zero. 
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40. Naval Air Facility Wins Design Award 
(IMPERIAL VALLEY (CA) PRESS 17 JUN 12) 

The child care center at the El Centro area Navy base has 
received a national award. 

Naval Facilities Engineering Command announced 
Thursday the winners of its 2011 Design Awards for 
exceptionally designed facilities worldwide that met the needs 
of Navy and Marine Corps commanders, war fighters and their 
families, according to a press release from the engineering 
command. 

After completing a comprehensive review and analysis of 
all projects submitted by NAVFAC commands, a panel of 
expert judges composed of private sector and government 
service design professionals selected seven projects for 
awards. 

The projects were evaluated with such criteria as global 
and regional planning, facility plans and studies, new facility 
design, family housing, building alteration and reuse, and 
interior design. 

“Navy architects and engineers leave a design footprint on 
naval bases worldwide, providing Sailors, Marines and their 

families with high-quality offices, gymnasiums, homes, 
operational facilities and more,” said NAVFAC Design 
Awards Program manager Michael Chapman. “These 
buildings must be functional, safe, long lasting, 
environmentally friendly and aesthetically pleasing.” 

The Commander’s Award for Design Excellence was 
given to the Combined Child Care and Youth Center at the 
Naval Air Facility El Centro. The center provides NAF El 
Centro with a safe and nurturing environment for the youngest 
residents of the base, giving families at the base the peace of 
mind their children are well cared for when they are executing 
the command’s mission. 

This project will now compete for a Design-Build 
Institute of America national award in November 2012. 

In addition, honor awards were given to the Military 
Department Investigative Agencies Headquarters Building, 
Quantico, Va., and the Wounded Warrior Bachelor Enlisted 
Quarters, Camp Pendleto 
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NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
41. UF, G'town To Play On Carrier At Mayport 
Mayor, Navy secretary announce Navy-Marine Corps Classic 
(WJXT TV JACKSONVILLE 15 JUN 12) ... Emily Turner 

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. -- The Florida Gators basketball 
team will play the Georgetown Hoyas in the Navy-Marine 
Corps Classic on an aircraft carrier at Naval Station Mayport 
in November, Mayor Alvin Brown and Secretary of the Navy 
Ray Mabus announced at a news conference Friday afternoon. 

The second annual game will take place Nov. 9, the start 
of college basketball's season. It will be broadcast on national 
TV. 

Brown was also joined by Jacksonville Jaguars President 
Mark Lamping, whose team will help lead in the city's week-
long military appreciation activities. 

"This is a unique way to say thank you to our military 
while putting Jacksonville on display for countless sports fans 
tuning in from all over the globe," Brown said. 

Proceeds from this event will benefit programs supporting 
Brown and Jaguars owner Shad Khan's vision for transitional 
housing for veterans. 

"The Navy is excited to work with the city of Jacksonville 
and Naval Station Mayport to bring the Navy-Marine Corps 
Classic to the First Coast," Mabus said. "The Navy is 
America's Away Team; when we are on the job, we operate 
forward around the globe and often out of sight of the 
American people. This is a unique opportunity to showcase 
the Navy, and to join together to honor our veterans and active 
duty military." 

The two programs are among the nation's elite. Both 
teams have won NCAA national championships in men's 
Division I basketball. 

"We're honored to take part in such a special event and 
one that brings recognition to the United States Navy and 
Marine Corps," said University of Florida head coach Billy 
Donovan. "The U.S. Navy has a long and storied history in the 
city of Jacksonville, and this should be a truly special night. 
To be able to play an opponent and program the caliber of 
Georgetown in a city that means so much to the Gator Nation 
is something we're proud to be a part of." 

"It is a tremendous honor for our team to be involved with 
an event that will recognize the contributions of the United 
States Navy and all of our military," Georgetown University 
head coach John Thompson III said. "It will be an incredible 
learning experience for all involved with our program. We 
appreciate the opportunity to participate in this historic game 
with Florida in Jacksonville." 

Last year, Michigan State played North Carolina in the 
first-ever college basketball game on a carrier off the coast of 
San Diego. 

Florida-Georgetown will be one of three games on 
carriers this year -- the others will be held off the coast of 
Charleston, S.C., and San Diego. 

View Clip (RT: 2:05) 
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42. Drones, Computers New Weapons Of U.S. Shadow Wars 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 16 JUN 12) ... Robert Burns, Lolita C. Baldor and Kimberly Dozier 

WASHINGTON— After a decade of costly conflict in 
Iraq and Afghanistan, the American way of war is evolving 
toward less brawn, more guile. 

Drone aircraft spy on and attack terrorists with no pilot in 
harm's way. Small teams of special operations troops quietly 
train and advise foreign forces. Viruses sent from computers 
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to foreign networks strike silently, with no American 
fingerprint. 

It's war in the shadows, with the U.S. public largely in the 
dark. 

In Pakistan, armed drones, not U.S. ground troops or B-52 
bombers, are hunting down al-Qaida terrorists, and a CIA-run 
raid of Osama bin Laden's hide-out was executed by a stealthy 
team of Navy SEALs. 

In Yemen, drones and several dozen U.S. military 
advisers are trying to help the government tip the balance 
against an al-Qaida offshoot that harbors hopes of one day 
attacking the U.S. homeland. 

In Somalia, the Horn of Africa country that has not had a 
fully functioning government since 1991, President Barack 
Obama secretly has authorized two drone strikes and two 
commando raids against terrorists. 

In Iran, surveillance drones have kept an eye on nuclear 
activities while a computer attack reportedly has infected its 
nuclear enrichment facilities with a virus, possibly delaying 
the day when the U.S. or Israel might feel compelled to drop 
real bombs on Iran and risk a wider war in the Middle East. 

The high-tech warfare allows Obama to target what the 
administration sees as the greatest threats to U.S. security, 
without the cost and liabilities of sending a swarm of ground 
troops to capture territory; some of them almost certainly 
would come home maimed or dead. 

But it also raises questions about accountability and the 
implications for international norms regarding the use of force 
outside of traditional armed conflict. The White House took an 
incremental step Friday toward greater openness about the 
basic dimensions of its shadowy wars by telling Congress for 
the first time that the U.S. military has been launching lethal 
attacks on terrorist targets in Somalia and Yemen. It did not 
mention drones, and its admission did not apply to CIA 
operations. 

"Congressional oversight of these operations appears to 
be cursory and insufficient," said Steven Aftergood, an expert 
on government secrecy issues for the Federation of American 
Scientists, a private group. 

"It is Congress' responsibility to declare war under the 
Constitution, but instead it appears to have adopted a largely 
passive role while the executive takes the initiative in war 
fighting," Aftergood said in an interview. 

That's partly because lawmakers relinquished their 
authority by passing a law just after the Sept. 11 terrorist 
attacks that essentially granted the White House open-ended 
authority for armed action against al-Qaida. 

Secret wars are not new. 
For decades, the CIA has carried out covert operations 

abroad at the president's direction and with congressional 
notice. It armed the mujahedeen in Afghanistan who fought 
Soviet occupiers in the 1980s, for example. In recent years the 
U.S. military's secretive commando units have operated more 
widely, even in countries where the U.S. is not at war, and 
that's blurred the lines between the intelligence and military 
spheres. 

In this shroud of secrecy, leaks to the news media of 
classified details about certain covert operations have led to 
charges that the White House orchestrated the revelations to 
bolster Obama's national security credentials and thereby 
improve his re-election chances. The White House has denied 
the accusations. 

The leaks exposed details of U.S. computer virus attacks 
on Iran's nuclear program, the foiling of an al-Qaida bomb 
plot targeting U.S. aircraft, and other secret operations. 

Two U.S. attorneys are heading separate FBI 
investigations into leaks of national security information, and 
Congress is conducting its own probe. 

It's not just the news media that has pressed the 
administration for information about its shadowy wars. 

Some in Congress, particularly those lawmakers most 
skeptical of the need for U.S. foreign interventions, are 
objecting to the administration's drone wars. They are 
demanding a fuller explanation of how, for example, drone 
strikes are authorized and executed in cases in which the 
identity of the targeted terrorist is not confirmed. 

"Our drone campaigns already have virtually no 
transparency, accountability or oversight," Rep. Dennis 
Kucinich, D-Ohio, and 25 other mostly anti-war members of 
Congress wrote Obama on Tuesday. 

A few dozen lawmakers are briefed on the CIA's covert 
action and clandestine military activity, and some may ask to 
review drone strike video and be granted access to after-action 
reports on strikes and other clandestine actions. But until two 
months ago, the administration had not formally confirmed in 
public its use of armed drones. 

In an April speech in Washington, Obama's 
counterterrorism chief, John Brennan, acknowledged that 
despite presidential assurances of a judicious use of force 
against terrorists, some still question the legality of drone 
strikes. 

"So let me say it as simply as I can: Yes, in full 
accordance with the law - and in order to prevent terrorist 
attacks on the United States and to save American lives - the 
United States government conducts targeted strikes against 
specific al-Qaida terrorists, sometimes using remotely piloted 
aircraft, often referred to publicly as drones," he said. 

President George W. Bush authorized drone strikes in 
Pakistan and elsewhere, but Obama has vastly increased the 
numbers. According to Bill Roggio of The Long War Journal, 
an online publication that tracks U.S. counterterrorism 
operations, the U.S. under Obama has carried out an estimated 
254 drone strikes in Pakistan alone. That compares with 47 
strikes during the Bush administration. 

In at least one case the target was an American. Anwar al-
Awlaki, an al-Qaida leader, was killed in a U.S. drone strike in 
Yemen in September. 

According to a White House list released late last year, 
U.S. counterterrorism operations have removed more than 30 
terrorist leaders around the globe. They include al-Qaida in 
East Africa "planner" Saleh Ali Saleh Nabhan, who was killed 
in a helicopter strike in Somalia. 

The drone campaign is highly unpopular overseas. 
A Pew Research Center survey on the U.S. image abroad 

found that in 17 of 21 countries surveyed, more than half of 
the people disapproved of U.S. drone attacks targeting 
extremist leaders in such places as Pakistan, Yemen and 
Somalia. In the U.S., 62 percent approved of the drone 
campaign, making American public opinion the clear 
exception. 

The U.S. use of cyberweapons, like viruses that sabotage 
computer networks or other high-tech tools that can invade 
computers and steal data, is even more closely shielded by 
official secrecy and, arguably, less well understood. 
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Sen. John McCain, R-Ariz., has been a leading critic of 
the administration's handling of information about using 
computers as a tool of war. 

"I think that cyberattacks are one of the greatest threats 
that we face," McCain said in a recent interview, "and we have 
a very divided and not very well-informed Congress 
addressing it." 

Defense Secretary Leon Panetta and national security 
officials often talk publicly about improving U.S. defenses 
against cyberattack, not only on U.S. government computer 
systems but also against defense contractors and other private 
networks linked, for example, to the U.S. financial system or 
electrical grid. Left largely unexplained is the U.S. capacity to 

use computer viruses and other cyberweapons against foreign 
targets. 

In the view of some, the White House has cut Congress 
out of the loop, even in the realm of overt warfare. 

Sen. James Webb, D-Va., who saw combat in Vietnam as 
a Marine, introduced legislation last month that would require 
that the president seek congressional approval before 
committing U.S. forces in civil conflicts, such as last year's 
armed intervention in Libya, in which there is no imminent 
security threat to the U.S. 

"Year by year, skirmish by skirmish, the role of the 
Congress in determining where the U.S. military would 
operate, and when the awesome power of our weapon systems 
would be unleashed has diminished," Webb said. 
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43. DoD Doing Less Business With GSA Supply Schedules 
(FEDERAL TIMES 18 JUN 12) ... Sarah Chacko 

The General Services Administration’s federal supply 
schedules program offers government agencies rock-bottom 
prices on everything from plastic tarps to engineering services. 
The theory is that vendors will offer their lowest prices, 
expecting the agencies will turn to those GSA contracts first 
when they need to procure something. 

But that business model appears increasingly uncertain as 
the federal supply schedules program steadily loses the 
business of its biggest user: the Defense Department. 

The Pentagon has cut spending on schedule purchases by 
$5 billion -- about 38 percent -- in the past six years, and it 
will continue that trend unless GSA allows more flexibility in 
contracting, senior Defense official Shay Assad said in an 
interview last week. 

Specifically, the federal supply schedules do not offer a 
particular type of contract known as a cost-reimbursable 
contract, for which the government pays a contractor’s costs, 
not including profit, and a fee which is usually related to 
performance. 

The supply schedules contracts offer other types of 
contracts -- namely, fixed-price contracts, labor-hour contracts 
and time-and-materials contracts. 

Time-and-materials and labor hour pacts require the 
government to pay a per-hour labor rate that includes wages, 
overhead, administrative costs and profit. The government 
also may pay for other direct costs, such as time and materials. 
Under fixed-price contracts, the government pays a set cost for 
the good or service, regardless of whether the actual cost is 
more or less than the contract price. 

But for some services, such as engineering, those contract 
types are not always the best option, Assad said. 

DoD prefers cost-reimbursement contracts for services 
that cannot be set on a fixed-price basis but would not be 
appropriate for time-and-materials or labor-hour contracts. 

“If we think a more efficient and effective way to buy a 
certain type of service is cost reimbursable, we really can’t use 
GSA schedules to do that,” Assad said. 

In the past, contracting officers may have used time-and-
materials contracts on the GSA sched-ules when they should 
have used cost-reimbursement deals because they wanted to 
use the schedules, Assad said. The Government 
Accountability Office has found that costs are usually harder 
to control on time-and-materials contracts because, unlike on 

cost-reimbursement contracts, contractors’ profit is tied to the 
number of hours worked, and they have less incentive to 
control costs. The Defense Department has directed agencies 
to curtail the use of time-and-materials contracts. 

“So, unless GSA changes its offering to us, there will 
likely be less use of the GSA schedules, because we’re not 
going to try to fit something into a time-and-materials box 
when we think it’s going to end up costing the government a 
significantly higher amount of money to do it,” Assad said. 

Defense spending through GSA’s schedules has slowed 
from $13 billion in 2006 to $8 billion last year, according to 
inflation-adjusted figures compiled by the Center for Strategic 
and International Studies. 

In comparison, spending on the Navy’s Seaport-e multiple 
award contract, which offers services that are also available on 
the schedules, such as engineering services, logistics support, 
information technology support and training support, has 
increased from $1.2 billion in 2006 to nearly $6 billion in 
2011, according to figures from Bloomberg Government and 
the Navy. 

As with the Navy’s Seaport-e contract program, other 
agencies are creating their own contract programs. Many have 
the same attributes as GSA’s supply schedules -- multiple 
agencies can use them to place task orders at any time for any 
quantity -- but they also allow cost-reimbursement contracts 
and the addition of materials and other direct costs on 
individual orders, which the schedules do not allow, said 
Roger Waldron, president of the Coalition for Government 
Procurement. 

The result has been the proliferation of hundreds of 
multiple-award contracts throughout the government -- so 
many that federal procurement officials have lost count. 

And the impact on GSA’s supply schedules has been 
noticeable: Orders on the schedules last year dipped for the 
first time ever, from $38.8 billion in 2010 to $38.6 billion. 

GSA’s Federal Acquisition Service (FAS), which 
manages the schedules program, is working on a pilot program 
that would allow the Defense Department to use cost-
reimbursement payment terms when it uses the schedules. 
FAS also is planning a new contract program, called One 
Acquisition Solution for Integrated Services (OASIS), that 
would operate much like the schedules, but allow cost-
reimbursement pricing terms for several services. 
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GSA plans to release a draft solicitation for OASIS this 
summer, and award contracts by next summer. 

The Office of Management and Budget is trying to halt 
the proliferation of duplicative contracts by requiring all new 
multiple award contracts valued at more than $50 million to be 
justified with a business case. 

But until GSA changes the schedules program, other 
agencies could continue to justify new contracts that allow 
cost-reimbursement and other direct costs for orders, Waldron 
said. 
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44. The Down Turn Begins 
Revenue Declines Are Just Beginning As U.S. Budget Cuts Loom 
(DEFENSE NEWS 18 JUN 12) ... Zachary Fryer-Biggs 

In the cyclical ebb and flow of the defense market, 
finding an inflection point — the moment when boons turns 
into downturn — can be difficult. This time, it's obvious. 

Only two of the top dozen companies on this year's 
Defense News Top 100 list saw defense revenue growth, with 
combined defense revenue for the Top 100 companies 
dropping by about 1 percent to $414.3 billion, down from 
$418.8 billion in 2010. In the previous year's list, total revenue 
grew by more than 4 percent. 

The revenue number was buoyed by nine new companies 
joining the list, and a weak dollar that gave non-U.S. 
companies an average boost of nearly 4 percent in exchange 
rates compared to 2010. 

The drop in revenue is just the beginning of what's 
projected to be a steep reduction in U.S. defense spending in 
coming years, as 2011 numbers predate the $487 billion in 
cuts over 10 years mandated by the Budget Control Act, as 
well as the nearly $500 billion in automatic budget cuts that 
could take effect Jan. 2. The top of the list saw some 
reshuffling, as Boeing (No. 2) jumped two spots, hurdling 
both BAE Systems (No. 3) and Northrop Gruman (No. 6). 
Two spinoffs, Huntington Ingalls (No.13) and ITT Exelis (No. 
21), joined the list, and were two of only three companies to 
appear in the top 25 for the first time. 

Northrop's decline of nearly $10 billion is partially 
accounted for by the $6.6 billion that Huntington Ingalls, 
which it divested in 2010, earned. 

"The decline has actually begun; it clearly shows in the 
figures," said Phil Finnegan, director of corporate analysis at 
the Teal Group, Fairfax, Va. "It again highlights the 
dominance of the U.S. as a market. The U.S. is by far the 
biggest market, it's beginning to decline, and so the largest 
companies are beginning to decline." 

Of the two companies to see in-creases in the top 14, only 
Lockheed Martin (No. 1) saw growth in local currency 
revenue. Italian group Finmeccanica's (No.8) 1 percent 
increase in U.S. dollar revenue masked a nearly 4 percent 
reduction in overall revenue, offset by a 5 percent spike in the 
value of' the euro. 

Overall, the dollar softened as the average exchange rate 
for foreign currencies used on the list experienced a lull in 
2010, and rose by nearly 4 percent in 2011, helping to lessen 
the blow of revenue declines. 

MBDA, the European missiles house owned by BAE, 
Firuneccanica and EADS (No. 7), with revenue of $3.98 
billion would have been No. 22 if listed as a separate 
company. 

While European companies faced difficult fiscal 
environments locally, Japanese companies, led by Kawasaki 
Heavy Industries (No. 41), saw growth on the back of ramped-

up programs, including the new P1 maritime patrol aircraft, 
and a strong yen. 

And some Russian companies, including Sukhoi and RSK 
MiG, boosted revenue with exports to Africa and Asia, 
including Uganda, Vietnam and India. 

The list saw some of its steepest declines among 
companies with interests in ground, systems, particularly the 
U.S. mine-resistant, ambush protected-heavy vehicle program, 
as BAE fell two spots, Oshkosh (No.18) fell five, and Navistar 
(No. 48) fell eight. 

The drawdown of the U.S.' military presence in Iraq was 
cited by experts as being a catalyst for reduction. 

Early U.S. Spending Cuts 
That U.S. defense spending declined in 2011 was not 

immediately apparent in overall Defense Department spending 
figures, as outlays rose by 1.6 percent from 2010. Both 
personnel and operations and maintenance spending rose. But 
in the ac-counts that matter most to defense contractors, 
procurement outlays fell 4.2 percent, and research and 
development outlays fell 2.8 percent. 

"If you look back during the tenure of Secretary of 
Defense Bob. Gates, he made a number of program and 
portfolio decisions, some of which affect our company," said 
Bob Stevens, chief executive of Lockheed Martin. 

"We've seen progressive actions taken, either to realign 
program portfolios or to focus on deficit reduction or to 
participate under all of the deficit control initiatives, that lead 
us to conclude that there would be an overall decline in 
defense spending," he said. "We've been preparing for it" 

In particular, the lack of big-ticket items has had an effect, 
said Jay Hennig, president of Moog's (No. 75) space and 
defense group. 

"There are no big programs that were in the development 
phase," Hennig said, pointing out that the U.S. Army's Future 
Combat Systems program was canceled, while the F-35 Joint 
Strike Fighter "is in production. The Joint Common Missile, 
that funding has been severely whacked. Where does the 
development money go? It's just not there." Confronted with 
the decline in the U.S., Hennig's company is looking overseas. 

"I would say our proposals outside of the U.S. are now 50 
percent of our proposals," he said. "Two years before, it was 
10 percent. It's a huge change." 

Stevens said Lockheed is aiming to increase its 
percentage of non-U.S. revenue from roughly 17 percent to 
more than 20 percent in the next 10 years. 

But growth in non-U.S. defense spending cannot counter 
the DoD reductions, Finnegan said. 

"There's no backstop in the world," he said. "European 
budgets are declining, or even under more pressure than U.S. 
budgets, and the places where companies are looking for 
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growth, namely Asia, Brazil, and to a lesser extent the Middle 
East, those simply cannot make up for the decline of the large 
budgets in the developed countries." 

Global military spending remained flat in 2011, 
increasing by only 0.3 percent, according to a recent report 
from the Stockholm International Peace Research Institute. 
That number includes double-digit Chinese military growth, 
spending which rarely involves outside companies. 

"The pressure for European companies to do work 
overseas is even greater because of the decline in the domestic 
markets," he said. "You can be sure that they're going to be 
very aggressive in terms of pricing and in terms of technology 
transfer. That's going to become an issue as they try to limit 
the impact of the decline in the U.S. budget by going 
overseas." 

Companies Going Commercial 
With few growth opportunities in the broader defense 

markets, companies are turning to commercial endeavors. 
While defense revenue de-creased, total revenue among Top 
100 companies increased. 

In the previous year's Top 100 list, 32.8 percent of the 
total revenue re-ported by companies on the list came from 
defense. This year, that number dropped to 30.8 percent. 

Investors have been critical of commercial ventures by 
defense companies, but thus far, companies have been acting 
prudently, said Byron Callan, an analyst with Capital Alpha 
Partners. 

"No one's done anything equivalent to what Lockheed did 
in the late '90s, when they set up a global telecommunications 
business," he said. "These adjacencies seem fine. Investors 
should be fine with that." 

Lockheed is looking at expanding its commercial business 
during this down cycle, as well, but carefully, Stevens said. 

"We understand where our strengths are, what our core 
markets are," he said. "We understand how to take those 
mature products and services into the international markets. 
We have interest in adjacent markets that include cyber 
security, energy, health care and so on." 

The bigger question may be whether some of the 
companies that have substantial commercial interests will stay 
in the market, Callan said. 

"Companies like Rockwell Collins (No. 34), Textron (No. 
19), they already have pretty good commercial businesses," he 
said. "The question for them is, why are you sticking around 
in the defense business, other than you think you're going to 
weather the storm better than any-body else?" 

The 2011 declines are likely to be followed by further 
declines in 2012, experts said. But the deep cutting in the U.S. 
won't hit until fiscal 2013, when the caps on defense spending, 
included in the Budget Control Act, shave roughly $50 billion 
per year off the projected U.S. defense budget. 

The drawdown of coalition forces in Afghanistan also will 
likely result in cuts to spending, as well as the continued fiscal 
woes in Europe. 

But most ominous are the automatic budget cuts, called 
sequestration, that could take effect on Jan. 2, totaling roughly 
$500 billion more in reductions. 

"While our company some time ago embraced an 
overhead reduction, cost reduction affordability program, to 
align with the Budget Control Act reductions of $487 billion 
over 10 years, we don't have a plan in place today to meet the 
demands of sequestration set to take place on Jan. 2," Stevens 
said. "I believe there's no one in the industry that has a refined 
plan to do that, because the exact implementation of 
sequestration is not at all clear. 

"With the prospect of sequestration, I think we'll see huge 
disruption in the industry," Stevens said. "We won't be talking 
about a couple of percent declines in revenue. We'll be talking 
about disruptions in the labor force, significant disruptions in 
the ongoing continuity of programs, an environment where 
there will likely be many requests for equitable adjustment as 
contracts are modified." 

Some of those last-minute preparations for the sequester 
might hit in late 2012, because of U.S. labor laws that require 
companies to provide 60 to 90 days of notice before layoffs, 
Hennig said. "You may think you've got until Jan. 1, but we 
don't ... The defense industry will be severely affected." 

The result may be that the 2013 Top 100 list looks very 
different. 

"I don't know how many companies will be on this list the 
next year," Callan said. "I think we'll shake a few trees here." 
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45. Workers Point Finger At Their Own Agency Amid A Backlog In Veterans' Benefits 
(NEW YORK TIMES 16 JUN 12) ... James Dao 

To hear wounded veterans tell it, there are few things 
more daunting, infuriating or soul-crushing than dealing with 
the Veterans Benefits Administration, the agency that decides 
whether they will receive disability benefits for injuries and 
illnesses incurred during war. 

As the inventory of unprocessed claims has grown — to 
more than 900,000 nationwide — so has anger with the 
agency. On Tuesday, in what has become an annual ritual, 
Congress will hold hearings on the V.B.A.’s chronically poor 
performance. 

But in one small pocket of the sprawling benefits agency, 
a branch of the Department of Veterans Affairs, front-line 
workers are taking the unusual step of going public about the 
dysfunction within their own bureaucracy, making common 
cause with some of their loudest critics. 

On Saturday, workers from the benefits agency’s regional 
office in Columbia, S.C., will picket outside their workplace, 
hoping to spotlight what they consider root causes of their 
system’s breakdown: lack of accountability, inadequate 
resources, hopelessly complex policies and demoralizing work 
conditions. 

“We want to take care of veterans; many of us are 
veterans,” said Ronald Robinson, a protest leader, president of 
the union local and an Army veteran. “We can’t sit any longer 
and be blamed for things that are beyond our control.” 

The backlog in the disability compensation system has 
steadily worsened since the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan 
began, having more than doubled in the last decade. The 
department defines its backlog as claims that have been 
awaiting decisions for more than 125 days, the department’s 
benchmark for timeliness. 
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Almost no regional office has been immune from 
problems, with the office in Oakland, Calif., now sending new 
claims to other offices because its inventory has grown so 
large. Yet even the Columbia office, considered by some 
veterans advocates to be relatively good, had a backlog of 
about 15,000 claims last month and did not accurately process 
one out of three claims last year, according to a report by the 
department’s inspector general. 

Leaders of the Department of Veterans Affairs and the 
protesters in Columbia agree on some of the causes of the 
backlog: a flood of claims by recent Afghanistan and Iraq war 
veterans as well as aging Vietnam veterans seeking 
compensation for old injuries or Agent Orange-related 
illnesses; a weak economy; and the growing complexity and 
number of injuries and diseases now recognized as service-
related. 

But on the issue of how to fix the problem, the two sides 
sharply diverge. The department says its efforts to digitize 
records, update computer software, hire 4,000 workers, extend 
overtime to process claims and make changes intended to 
speed the processing of claims will begin shrinking inventory 
by next year. 

In a statement, the V.A. said those initiatives had put it on 
track to process all claims in less than 125 days by 2015. 
“Change can be challenging, and we recognize that our 
dedicated employees are critical to providing veterans with 
timely, quality benefits,” the statement said. 

In the trenches in Columbia, however, the protest leaders 
say those efforts had made little difference, and in some cases 
had made matters worse. 

One reason, they said, is that some new procedures have 
added complexity to an already complex process. For instance, 
they said, a questionnaire created to allow veterans to use 
private health providers to do physical examinations is longer 
and more complicated than the forms used by government 
providers. 

When questionnaires are returned with mistakes or 
unchecked boxes, reviewers must return them, delaying 
decisions. “They’ve implemented so much stuff, no human 

can keep up with it all,” said Cindy Indof, a decision review 
officer who has been with the department for 20 years. 

Workers also said processing a claim had become 
increasingly segmented, with files passing through several 
hands before being denied or approved. As a result, files are 
more likely to be misplaced, communications garbled and 
decisions slowed, they said. And no one is held accountable 
for mistakes because so many people are involved. 

“No one has ownership over anything,” said Mr. 
Robinson, a veterans service representative. 

The employees also complained about the performance 
review process used to measure their productivity, saying it 
reduced the quality of work and hurt morale. The process 
requires claims processors to complete a certain number of 
files per day. People who fall short can be denied promotions 
or fired. Those who meet or exceed quotas become eligible for 
bonuses. 

The workers said those quotas encourage processors to 
take shortcuts that often lead to mistakes, or to focus on easier 
cases over complex ones. And when in doubt, processors tend 
to deny claims, the workers said, because denials are generally 
faster. 

Though the Columbia protest might seem isolated, James 
Strickland, a Vietnam-era veteran and retired health care 
manager who runs a popular Web site, VAWatchdog.org, said 
he had heard similar complaints from V.A. offices across the 
country. The Columbia workers are different, however, 
because they have gone public. 

“They aren’t looking for more money or vacation,” said 
Mr. Strickland, who plans to attend the protest. “I heard them 
say, ‘I want the system to change so I’m allowed to do my 
job.’ And I hear that all the time.” 

Mr. Robinson said about 8,300 cases were ready to be 
processed in the Columbia office, which has about 100 claims 
raters, many of whom already have more than 140 cases on 
their desks. 

“Do the math,” he said. “There is nothing we can do to 
catch up.” 

Return to Index 
 

46. U.S. Military Unveils Mobile Devices Strategy 
(REUTERS 15 JUN 12) ... Andrea Shalal-Esa 

WASHINGTON -- The U.S. military on Friday released a 
new strategy aimed at tapping the full potential of 
smartphones and other mobile devices while maintaining 
adequate security and reliability. 

Details must still be worked out, but the policy lays the 
groundwork for big battles between Research in Motion, 
which makes the Pentagon's most commonly used BlackBerry 
device, and competitors like Apple and Google. 

The strategy aims to better coordinate an array of pilot 
programs and other initiatives already under way across the 
Department of Defense and the various military services. 

Teri Takai, the Pentagon's chief information officer, said 
the Pentagon hoped to leverage the technology of smartphones 
and other mobile device technologies to improve information 
sharing, collaboration and efficiencies across the military 
services and other Pentagon agencies. 

Dennis Moran, a retired Army general and vice president 
for communications equipment maker Harris Corp, welcomed 

the new strategy and said it would help clarify the U.S. 
military's approach to mobile devices. 

"People have been calling for this for years," said Moran, 
who once ran the White House Communications Agency. "It's 
acknowledging that the world is moving toward mobility and 
the department's got to move in that same direction," he said. 

The U.S. military already uses more than 250,000 
BlackBerry devices built by Research In Motion, and has 
begun piloting the use of several thousand devices made by 
Apple or powered by Google's Android software. 

Takai said the new strategy would take advantage of 
existing technology, the ability to use or build custom 
applications, and a workforce increasingly comfortable with 
using smart phones and other devices. 

"This strategy is not simply about embracing the newest 
technology - it is about keeping the DoD workforce relevant in 
an era when information and cyberspace play a critical role in 
mission success," she said. 
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Most commercial devices do not have the level of 
security, access protocols and other security features required 
by the U.S. military. 

RIM's BlackBerry has long been the default device where 
security is key, but its dominance has been eroded in recent 
years as popular consumer devices such as Apple's iPhone 
have their security credentials bolstered by third-party 
software. The Pentagon remains RIM's single biggest 
customer. 

Fixmo Inc, one third party software provider, said the 
Pentagon had recently announced support for its first Android 

device - a Dell Streak running a hardened version of Android 
with Fixmo and Good Technology Inc providing security and 
ensuring compliance. 

At the same time, RIM has moved to counter the threat to 
its market dominance, unveiling its Mobile Fusion product 
earlier this year that can manage rival devices as well as 
BlackBerry products. The Canadian company is planning to 
extend BlackBerry-like security to those devices later this 
year. 
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47. Fate Of Submarine Clamagore To Be Decided 
(CHARLESTON (SC) POST & COURIER 16 JUN 12) ... Warren L. Wise 

MOUNT Pleasant -- For more than 30 years, the 
submarine Clamagore has served as a tourist attraction at 
Patriots Point Naval and Maritime Museum. 

But the last surviving vessel of its type may soon go 
underwater one last time. 

“She needs a lot of work,” said Mac Burdette, executive 
director of Patriots Point. “The ballasts are paper thin and the 
hull is in better shape, but we don’t have the money to fix it.” 

He estimates the cost to repair the 1945- commissioned 
submarine at $5 million to $6 million, money the state agency 
doesn’t have and most likely won’t come from the state since 
Patriots Point still owes more than $8 million on the last ship 
the state saved from sinking into Charleston Harbor. 

That leaves two options, Burdette said Friday. 
One is to see what has to be done for it to become an 

artificial reef off Florida, he said. The other is to see if anyone 
else wants it. 

Asked if there was any consideration for a third option 
about repairing it, Burdette said, “I can’t see us going to the 
General Assembly and asking for money. There are other 
more important areas to spend that money.” 

The state loaned Patriots Point $9.2 million in 2009 to 
repair the destroyer Laffey, which sprouted so many leaks it 
was close to sinking in the harbor before it was hauled up the 
Cooper River for refurbishment that same year. 

Shiny as new, it returned to Patriots Point in January and 
took over the Clamagore’s berth parallel to the World War II-
era aircraft carrier Yorktown. 

The 322-foot-long submarine was moved to the south end 
of the carrier in January and has been off limits to visitors 
since then. Once a new gangway is installed, it should reopen 
by Fourth of July festivities, Burdette said. 

Unlike the Laffey and Yorktown, the Clamagore never 
saw combat. But Burdette said visitors enjoy going inside the 
submarine to imagine what the living conditions were like in 
the cramped quarters. 

The Clamagore, named for a fish, called Charleston its 
home base until 1959 and came to Patriots Point in 1981 as a 
museum piece. It was decommissioned in 1975 and is the 
nation’s last remaining GUPPY type III diesel-powered 

submarine. GUPPY stands for Greater Underwater Propulsion 
Program. 

Word of its possible demise brought sadness to former 
Sailors of the ship. 

“It pains us to think it is going to be towed away and 
maybe made into a reef,” said George Bass, treasurer and past 
president of the USS Clamagore SS343 Veterans Association. 
“We would hate to see it go.” 

The group, which once boasted several hundred members, 
meets every other year in Mount Pleasant for its reunions. Last 
year 102 attended. 

Bass, 85, of Salisbury, N.C., served on the submarine 
from 1948 to 1957 and is keenly aware of the Clamagore’s 
state of disrepair. 

“It’s in terrible condition,” he said. 
He also knows that Patriots Point doesn’t have the money 

to repair it. He has asked congressmen and senators, even 
media mogul Ted Turner and other well-heeled businessmen 
for the money, to no avail. 

“They all say Patriots Point took it and they should take 
care of it, but they will never get the funds,” he said. “They 
will have a hard time paying off the loan on the Laffey.” 

Bass believes they are now fighting a losing battle. 
“I guess they will tow it out and make a reef out of it,” he 

said with resignation. 
“That would be sad,” fellow Clamagore veteran Michael 

Burk, 62, of Ohio said. “As everybody gets old, though, I 
don’t know who is going to take it.” 

Burdette said the board will decide on the Clamagore’s 
fate in about three months, but it could take up to a year for it 
to move, especially if it becomes a reef. 

The sub still has batteries and possibly some fuel that 
would have to be removed, Bass said. 

“It would have to be cleaned up,” the former submarine 
electrician said. 

The Patriots Point board also approved the agency’s $9.6 
million spending plan for the new fiscal year starting July 1, 
including $425,000 for advertising, an increase of $250,000 
over the current outlay. 
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48. Still Leaking, USS Texas To Be Closed Next Week 
(HOUSTON CHRONICLE 15 JUN 12) ... Allan Turner 

The USS Texas, taking on water since it sprang a leak last 
Saturday, will be closed to visitors Monday through Friday as 
workers attempt to assess and repair the problem. 

Ship manager Andy Smith on Friday said that less than 
100 gallons a minute continued to flow into an area beneath 
the engine room, a dramatic decrease from last weekend's 850 
gallons a minute. 

Workers believe the water is rushing through a fist-sized 
hole, or perhaps several smaller holes, in the ship's rusted 
bottom. The 100-year-old battleship, which saw service in 
both world wars, historically has sustained damage from salt 
water. 

The ship, which has been on display at the San Jacinto 
Battleground State Historic Site since 1948, underwent major 
repairs in 1988. Five years ago, Texas voters approved a $25 

million bond issue to repair and dry berth the vessel. Officials 
now believe that sum will be insufficient for the project. 

Smith on Friday described the ship as "stable," with a 1- 
to 2-degree list to port. 

Workers, he said, still are struggling to cope with oily 
residue that resulted from water flooding internal tanks. An 
initial effort to skim or blot water in absorbent mats removed 
about 6,500 gallons; a secondary effort to pump oily water 
from the ship removed an additional 50,000 gallons. 

The final phase of the operation will involve degreasing 
and pressure washing the affected areas. 

Smith said a salvage and dive team likely will inspect the 
ship's bottom on Saturday. Repairs currently are scheduled to 
begin on Monday. 
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49. Week In Review Jun. 09, 2012 – Jun. 15, 2012 
(YOUTUBE 15 JUN 12) ... U.S. Navy 

Welcome to this week's U.S. Navy multimedia production 
featuring selected images from around the fleet received 
during the week of Jun. 09, 2012 – Jun. 15, 2012. 

The images represent the work of the many naval 
photographers deployed worldwide and submitted to Navy 
Visual News Service. For access to more than 100,000 high 
resolution photos visit: 
    http://www.navy.mil/view_photos_top.asp  and 
http://www.flickr.com/photos/usnavy/    .                 

View U.S. Navy YouTube Channel 
View Clip (RT: 1:59) 
Broadcast Clip - 7 in :70 (Jun. 15, 2012) 
(YOUTUBE 15 JUN 12) U.S. Pacific Fleet 
A quick look at events and issues from the past week 

around Pacific Fleet making headlines at 
http://www.cpf.navy.mil. 

View Clip (RT: 1:10) 
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OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
50. Forgotten War 
The War of 1812, fought here 
(FREDERICKSBURG (VA) FREE LANCE-STAR 15 JUN 12) ... Editorial 

Two hundred years ago on Monday, the United States of 
America declared war on another nation for the first, but 
certainly not the last, time. Our foe? Mother England. For 
history-steeped Fredericksburg, the War of 1812 provides 
another batch of arrows in an already stuffed quiver. 

The War of 1812 is like an unremarkable middle child, 
wedged between the noble, primogenial Revolutionary War 
and that tempestuous younger brother, the Civil War. Yes, we 
can remember when the War of 1812 was (duh!) but after that 
things get fuzzy. Yet the place names connected with it should 
pique our interest--names like Westmoreland County, the 
Rappahannock River, and Machodoc and Nomini creeks. 

The Brits were already at war with Napoleonic France 
when hostilities with America heated up. The British Navy's 
600 ships needed Sailors, and commanders began impressing 
seamen off American merchant vessels. Sometimes they took 
the vessels themselves. That, plus some starry-eyed 
Americans' ideas of annexing Canada, prompted a 
congressional declaration of war, signed by President James 
Madison on June 18, 1812. 

The push toward war was not unanimous: Some, 
including parts of the Virginia congressional delegation, 
wondered if the new nation was prepared to handle the 

inevitable losses in blood and treasure. War, it seems, has 
certain constant costs. But once the declaration was made, it 
was game on. 

The British blockaded the Chesapeake Bay at Norfolk, 
then began moving toward Washington and Baltimore. 
Fortunately, progress was slow because Napoleon captured 
most of Britain's attention. But in April 1813, His Majesty's 
Navy captured four armed American schooners on Carters 
Creek, off the Rappahannock River near Weems. The next 
year, the British took Tangier Island and began forays into the 
Northern Neck: They raided homes and farms in 
Westmoreland County along Nomini Creek, entered the 
Yeocomico River at Kinsale, and plundered properties along 
the Coan River. In August 1814, British forces captured and 
burned Washington, D.C., sending Madison scurrying into 
Virginia. Alexandria surrendered. A month later, the British 
bombardment of defiant Fort McHenry prompted Francis 
Scott Key to pen what would become the national anthem, aka 
"The Star-Spangled Banner." 

That was the high-water mark of British attempts in the 
Chesapeake Bay area to subdue its former colony. The Treaty 
of Ghent in December 1814 ended the conflict, which had also 
raged in New Orleans and throughout the Great Lakes region. 
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Compared to the Revolutionary War, in which heroes 
risked their lives, fortunes, and honor, and the Civil War with 
its blood-soaked battlefields, the War of 1812 gets little 
attention. But anyone who takes a trip down the Northern 
Neck, or eats crabs from the Chesapeake Bay, or crosses the 
Potomac River on the Nice Bridge should remember: Two 
hundred years ago, enemy Redcoats sailed these waters. Now 
their descendants are among our very best friends. 

Postscript 

Through Tuesday, Baltimore is hosting 18 tall ships and 
dozens of naval vessels as part of its kickoff of the War of 
1812 Bicentennial. The tall ships, including the 290-foot-long 
USCGC Eagle and the skipjack Martha Lewis, are available 
for touring, and the Navy's Blue Angels will put on an air 
show. 

It's a big bombs-bursting-in-air spectacular. For more 
information, see www.starspangled200.com. 
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51. Old Ironsides And The Next Generation Of Naval Technologists 
(BOSTON GLOBE 15 JUN 12) ... Thomas A. Kennedy 

During the bicentennial of the War of 1812, Boston’s 
USS Constitution Museum is celebrating the critical role one 
celebrated vessel played in that war by opening the exhibit 
“Old Ironsides 1812 Discovery Center.” 

This is an opportunity for children of all ages to look back 
at the naval technology of yesteryear and marvel at Joshua 
Humphrey’s innovative hull design while visiting one of 
Boston’s most cherished landmarks. By encouraging our 
children to explore first-of-its-kind American technology that 
out-performed our nation’s adversaries 200 years ago, we 
hope to inspire tomorrow’s innovators, who will one day be 
responsible for ensuring our national security and driving our 
economic growth. 

During the past 10 years, employment growth in science, 
technology, engineering and math, collectively known as 
STEM, was three times greater than that of non-STEM jobs, 
according to recent findings from the U.S. Department of 
Commerce’s Economics and Statistics Administration. 
Forecasts from the Bureau of Labor and Statistics show that 
those sectors will continue to outpace other jobs for the next 
decade. Meanwhile, a report from the Economics and 
Statistics Administration indicates that STEM workers are also 
less likely to experience unemployment — something workers 
in today’s economy can certainly appreciate. 

Across the country, industry and business leaders are 
embracing STEM as the key to our nation’s economic 
recovery. However, we are not churning out STEM majors to 
the level needed to compete globally. In fact, the latest data 
clearly show that U.S. student performance lags on the world 
stage when it comes to STEM. For example, the United States 
is ranked 23rd in science and 31st in math — trailing many 
Asian and European countries such as Finland and Singapore 
and leaving the future of our innovation economy in a 
precarious position. 

The U.S. military has one of the greatest needs on the 
planet for STEM workers — especially of the homegrown 
variety, as many of the most critical jobs require security 
clearance. Just as U.S. naval historians would prefer not to 
imagine the War of 1812 without Old Ironsides, U.S. naval 
commanders would prefer not to envision tomorrow’s Navy 
without a new generation of American-born technologists and 
innovators. 

As a company of engineers committed to helping address 
the STEM challenge, Raytheon believes that reaching students 
while they are still young enough to be influenced is another 
key to success. This is why the company has focused so much 
of its collective energy for this issue at the middle school 
level. Studies have shown that once students advance to high 
school, it’s too late — negative perceptions about math and 
science begin to take hold and studentsquickly lose or 
camouflage interest in an effort to fit in or appear “cool.” 

The process of altering perceptions about math and 
science begins in the classroom and at home, but it must 
connect to the real world. In fact a recent study shows that 
while 70 percent of middle school students like math, 85 
percent prefer hands-on, interactive activities to more 
traditional approaches such as textbooks when it comes to 
learning. This is why Raytheon so strongly supports 
interactive learning experiences, such as the USS Constitution 
Museum’s Old Ironsides 1812 Discovery Center, as a way of 
exciting and inspiring the next generation of innovators. We 
believe that connecting American students to the cool heritage 
of their forefathers might just be the first step to educating 
them in STEM subjects. Perhaps a family trip to the Discovery 
Center will inspire the crew and engineers of a “New 
Ironsides,” yet to be conceived. 

Dr. Thomas A. Kennedy is a Raytheon Company vice 
president and president of Raytheon’s Integrated Defense. 
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52. Helping Kids Have A Better Tomorrow 
(ARMY TIMES 15 JUN 12) ... Gen. Carter Ham 

Africa is a continent rich in natural resources, but Africa's 
most precious resource is its children. Sadly, too many of 
those children face a future threatened by sickness, disease, 
morbidity and mortality. That does not have to be the future 
they face; we can help those children have a better tomorrow. 

Worldwide, 7 million children die each year from 
preventable diseases, with half of these deaths occurring in 
sub-Saharan Africa. Over the past 50 years, there has been 
extraordinary progress in reducing infant and child mortality 
rates — a reported 70 percent decline — yet still, millions of 

children across the globe are victims of violence, at risk of 
malnutrition, and dying from diseases for which there are 
vaccinations and cures. 

The global community is working hand in hand with 
developing nations to improve the situation. However, the 
successful implementation of health interventions can become 
complicated in areas where there is conflict, instability and 
war. Essential social services such as health and education are 
the first to feel the devastating effect of prolonged conflict. 
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Undeniably, there is an inextricable link between peace, 
security, stability and development. 

U.S. Africa Command works closely with other U.S. 
government agencies and recognizes its role as a part of a 
diverse U.S. interagency team. We seek to provide assistance 
to African communities through construction or refurbishment 
of public facilities such as schools, clinics, orphanages and 
water and sanitation systems as we continue to work with our 
African partners to strengthen civil-military relationships. 

Policy makers along with health care professionals from 
various agencies and organizations have the knowledge and 
tools available to achieve unprecedented progress in global 
health and to make great strides in reducing threats to children 
at risk. 

Cost-effective vaccines offer life-long protection from 
diseases like pneumonia and diarrhea. A trained community 
health worker can help a mother survive childbirth and ensure 
every infant takes its first breath. Treatment can prevent 
mother-to-child transmission of HIV. Ensuring adequate 
nutrition in a child’s early days can affect the rest of the 
child’s life. These are achievable outcomes. 

This week, the governments of the U.S., India and 
Ethiopia, in close collaboration with UNICEF, will launch, “A 

Call to Action in Child Survival,” a global event focused on 
ending preventable child deaths. This historic, two-day event 
is bringing together representatives from public, private and 
government organizations and agencies to create a results-
oriented, business-led approach to achieving this noteworthy 
goal of helping children. 

The meeting will also emphasize the need for country-led 
innovative, proven strategies to accelerate reductions in child 
morality and mobilize communities and families, whose 
decisions profoundly influence prospects for maternal and 
child health and survival. 

We at U.S. Africa Command are pleased to support this 
worthy endeavor. 

Nelson Mandela once said, “There is no clearer revelation 
of a country’s soul than how they treat their children.” U.S. 
Africa Command joins the unified effort to protect children 
through helping build African nation capacity to achieve and 
sustain security, stability and peace. 

Together, using a whole of government approach, we can 
make a positive difference in a child’s life. 

Army Gen. Carter Ham is the commander of U.S. Africa 
Command. 
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53. How Would You Describe The Evolution Of Social Media In The Navy? 
(INFORMATION DISSEMINATION 18 JUN 12) ... Rear Adm. Dennis J. Moynihan 

There have been profound changes to the way that the 
U.S. Navy approaches social media since Gahlran first 
launched his blog five years ago. 

In 2007, the Navy had a scarce social media presence. 
Besides a few disparate early adopters like @flynavy or 
@NavyNews on Twitter, or Naval Station Rota on Facebook, 
the Navy had no real organizational appreciation or approach 
to social media. Many within the Navy were generally aware 
of the potential of social media, but effectively articulating the 
costs or return on investment were stumbling blocks to gaining 
institutional buy-in. Since I became the Chief of Information 
in 2009, my perspective has also changed. 

Every few months, I travel to discuss Navy public affairs 
with prospective commanding officers. During the first few 
visits, I asked them to consider whether or not their command 
should have a presence in social media as they considered 
their responsibilities of command. However, during those 
same visits I pose the question much differently today. The 
question is no longer whether a command should have a social 
media presence, but how they are going to engage in social 
media. 

Three events over the last three years have illustrated the 
importance of social media. The first example was when Haiti 
was ravaged by an earthquake in January, 2010. The national 
media and really the world wanted to know the extent of the 
damage, and what was being done to help the Haitian people. 
During the humanitarian assistance disaster relief operation, 
more than 22,250 military personnel provided support to those 
in need. The Navy sent 23 ships, and more than 300 military 
aircraft were used to assist. The public and our extended Navy 
family especially families and loved ones of those dispatched 
to provide relief – shared an instant and insatiable appetite for 
real-time information. The traditional ways of communicating 
– press releases, web postings to www.navy.mil, and phone 

trees, were no longer good enough. Using social media, the 
Navy was able to extend to anyone and everyone as much 
information we had as soon as we had it. 

The second example occurred later that same year when 
the city of Millington, Tenn., home to 28 Navy commands and 
over 7,000 Navy families and Federal government employees, 
experienced widespread flooding on a weekend. Dispersed on 
weekend liberty, unable to reach desktop computers, unsure of 
where to travel for assistance, Sailors and their families turned 
to their mobile phones for information. At the touch of a 
button they were able to get – and share – the latest and most 
up-to-date information on the status of the base through 
regular updates from the base commanding officer and their 
respective commands through Facebook and Twitter. The old 
ways of doing business simply weren’t fast enough or good 
enough. 

Operation Tomodachi was the third event that generated 
intense interest from a variety of interested stakeholders and 
audiences, and showed us that operating in full visibility in the 
social media environment is inescapable in today’s landscape 
and society. The world wanted to know what was being done 
to assist the people of Japan, and Navy families stationed in 
Japan needed information to make decisions on whether or not 
they should return to the United States. Commands throughout 
the U.S. Pacific Fleet used their social media sites to assist 
families in providing them information they needed to make 
the important decision on whether they should depart Japan 
and U.S Seventh Fleet’s Facebook page was the place where 
media could turn to get the most up-to-date and 
comprehensive information on Navy efforts. 

The choice in whether or not to participate in social media 
is a false choice. Choosing not to participate in social media 
cedes the conversation to others. People will be talking about 
your command and forging your public reputation – just 
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without you. Choosing not to participate simply means you 
surrender your stake in the outcome. 

Not every leader is comfortable using social media. Some 
leaders think that social media is just a public affairs tool or a 
way to communicate with external audiences. It’s not. It has, 
can and should be viewed as a powerful tool for leaders to 
communicate to Sailors and their families. 

In my view, there are three key watchwords which guide 
our engagements in social media: 

Risk. Yes, there are risks to engaging in social media. 
There are bad guys looking at our stuff too. As with any 
communication tool to be anytime security is paramount. We 
don’t talk about classified information on a phone, a fax 
machine, or unclassified email. Security at the source remains 
paramount in this medium. There is also real risk in not 
participating. The Navy’s brand, and that of every command 
within the Navy, should not be left to others to define for us. 
That is the risk we suffer when we don’t engage. In any crisis 
in this environment, this risk compounds dramatically. 

Transparency. In large organizations there’s a tendency 
to communicate only when we have all the answers, and only 
when the news is good. It’s ok to tell people what we know as 
soon as we know it, even when we might not have all the 
answers. By the time we have all the answers, the public 
understanding of the issue is already being shaped profoundly 
by others. As for bad news, word travels fast – geometrically 
fast – in social media. “Hiding” information and hoping it’s 
not exposed is not a viable course of action. It erodes faith in 
our Navy and its leadership, and when the truth is revealed by 
someone else it is never as we would have it characterized. 

Speed. Every week we learn something new and become 
more proficient in social media. The speed of moving 

information and the pace of new techniques make this an 
incredibly intellectually challenging and agile medium to 
operate. At 12:15p.m. on April 6, 2012, an F/A-18 Super 
Hornet crashed into a civilian apartment complex just outside 
Naval Air Station Oceana. Within the first hour there were 
over 70,000 tweets sent on Twitter, ranging from eyewitnesses 
to national media. If we weren’t participating in the 
environment immediately, public perspective and 
understanding would have continued to morph in unhelpful 
ways. 

Compelling. Time and attention are in short supply. 
People are bombarded with messages and demands on their 
time. What we communicate in social mediums must matter. I 
believe every communicator must, “Produce as they would 
consume.” As government leaders and communicators, if we 
wouldn’t click or share the content we produce ourselves, why 
should we expect someone else to do the same? What we 
produce must be compelling. Our ideas and products must rise 
above the noise, information and demands we confront in our 
personal lives. Sometimes that means taking risk in the 
marketplace of ideas. Once again, there is risk in being 
mainstream and predictable --no one will listen. Then who 
will be left to understand our institution or follow in the 
footsteps of those who are currently serving? 

In summary, the means by which some people come to 
understand the world around them has changed because 
increasingly their view is shaped by what they consume in 
social media. We have recognized that in the Navy, and are all 
in on ensuring they understand – and value – their Navy by 
sharing our story in that environment. 

Rear Adm. Dennis J. Moynihan is U.S. Navy Chief of 
Information. 
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54. U.S. Budget: Find Common Ground 
(DEFENSE NEWS 17 JUN 12) ... Editorial 

As last week ended in Washington, there were glimmers 
of hope that the Pentagon might avoid sequestration. 

Last year’s Budget Control Act would impose $500 
billion in cuts over the coming decade if lawmakers fail to 
reach a deal to reduce federal deficits by $1 trillion over the 
same period. The Pentagon, which has already cut nearly $500 
billion from its 10-year plan, can ill afford another cut of that 
size — especially one that hacks indiscriminately across the 
board. 

With Republicans adamantly opposed to any revenue 
increase, and Democrats refusing deep entitlement cuts 
without raising revenues, the two sides have been deadlocked. 

But Pentagon warnings about the threat of a hollow force, 
and military contractors raising the specter of tens of 
thousands of layoffs, are raising the temperature on politicians 
in the midst of a dogged election year. 

Republican Sen. Lindsey Graham of South Carolina 
opened the first crack in the Republican anti-tax edifice last 
week, saying his party has no choice but to back away from its 
anti-tax pledge if it has any hope of avoiding automatic 
defense cuts and cutting the nation’s debt. 

That same day, Sen. Carl Levin, the Michigan Democrat 
who chairs the Senate Armed Services Committee (on which 
Graham also serves), suggested a larger deficit-reduction 
package that includes taxes and entitlement cuts could be had, 

with the Pentagon contributing $100 billion from its budget 
over the coming decade. 

On the campaign front, the Obama administration 
maintains that defense spending will flatten over the coming 
decade, but still remain robust enough to modernize today’s 
war-weary military. 

Presidential candidate Mitt Romney, meanwhile, 
promises to reverse last year’s defense spending cuts and 
more: He would peg military spending to 4 percent of gross 
domestic product, add 100,000 troops to the Army, increase 
Navy shipbuilding from nine to 15 per year and 
comprehensively upgrade the Air Force. 

Supporters argue the American people will support deep 
cuts elsewhere, or even additional borrowing, to pay for 
defense. Following their model, annual defense spending 
under the Romney plan could top $900 billion by 2021. 

But even Romney campaign insiders admit their 
candidate’s pledge is more of a goal to be worked toward than 
something to be implemented on day one. In the end, they 
acknowledge the math is tricky: To raise defense while paying 
for trillions of dollars in promised tax cuts means targeting 
popular entitlement programs, including Medicare and Social 
Security. 

Tackling the nation’s $15 trillion debt will ultimately be 
the top priority for either administration. However, with 
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America out of Iraq and drawing down in Afghanistan, it will 
be hard to hold the line on defense cuts, let alone invest 
billions more. Indeed, poll after poll has shown bipartisan 
public support for deeper defense cuts. 

What does it all mean? History points the way forward: 
Defense spending is cyclical, and in the past four cycles, 

adjusting for inflation, it peaked at just over $500 billion and 
bottomed out at around $360 billion. 

Given the Obama administration is seeking $535 billion 
in 2013 — well above the peak, let alone the bottom — DoD 
spending is headed for a continued decline in the years to 
come. Pentagon and industry leaders would be wise, therefore, 
to plan for a future with less money, not more. 
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55. The Deepest Cut 
The Pentagon may have way less money to work with than it thinks. 
(FOREIGN POLICY 15 JUN 12) ... Robert Haddick 

On June 10, The Hill's defense blog reported that a 
bipartisan group of 30 senators is meeting behind closed doors 
to discuss funding alternatives that would avert 
"sequestration," an instant $55 billion cut to the Pentagon's 
budget slated to occur on January 2, 2013. This 10 percent 
across-the-board cut to defense spending was originally 
designed to be such an unthinkable menace that it would 
motivate policymakers to come up with rational fixes to the 
federal budget. Whether the senators will be able to find a 
solution before January remains uncertain. 

Even if President Barack Obama and congressional 
leaders can ward off sequestration, few believe that this will 
end Washington's budget drama. The outcome of the 
November election will be crucial to future budget priorities. 
In the meantime, some defense analysts are already preparing 
for what may come even if sequestration is averted. Last 
January, Obama unveiled a new defense strategy, designed 
around $487 billion in cuts over the next 10 years. This 
strategy will lay off 100,000 soldiers and Marines over the 
next five years, cut nine Navy ships and defer or cancel the 
construction of 12 others, and eliminate six Air Force tactical 
fighter squadrons and scrap 130 cargo planes. But one new 
analysis, based on three other deep defense drawdowns that 
have occurred since World War II, suggests that Pentagon 
planners would be wise to get ready for cuts far beyond the 
$487 billion already factored into the military's plans. 

Part I of the report from the Center for Strategic and 
International Studies was released last month and discusses 
the assumptions and framework for their analysis. Part II will 
arrive in November and will present specific recommendations 
for restructuring U.S. military forces after assuming a one-
third cut in defense spending between 2010 and 2024. The 
CSIS authors believe that regardless of how the 2012 and 
subsequent elections turn out, the pressure of fiscal austerity 
will remain. Further, they assume bargaining leverage among 
political parties and factions will remain sufficiently 
dispersed, such that bipartisan compromises on the large 
budget and tax issues will be required. The authors thus 
conclude that the Pentagon will have to endure cuts totaling 
$1.2 to $1.5 trillion between 2010 and 2024. 

How should the Pentagon plan for triple the cuts currently 
contemplated while also minimizing the risks to U.S. security? 
Congress and Pentagon planners will have to apportion the 
reductions between the size of the military, the military's 
current level of readiness for operations, and preparing for 
future risks. 

In order to guide their analysis, the CSIS team studied the 
drawdowns that followed the Korean, Vietnam, and Cold 
Wars. The CSIS authors identified the post-Vietnam 

drawdown as perhaps the best example of what not to do. 
Pentagon funding declined by 33 percent, similar to what the 
authors assume will occur this time. But after Vietnam, 
Congress and the Pentagon retained far more force structure 
than they could properly afford. The result was the "hollow 
force." Soldiers in the new all-volunteer force were poorly 
recruited and paid. Funds for training were inadequate and 
equipment maintenance was deferred. By 1979, 6 of 10 Army 
divisions stationed in the United States were assessed as "not 
combat ready." 

The authors found the post-Korea and post-Cold War 
examples somewhat better role models. After the Korean War, 
the Eisenhower administration performed a thorough analysis 
resulting in a significant cut to the Army's force structure and 
a re-allocation of resources to the Air Force's strategic nuclear 
deterrence mission and general research and development, 
then thought to be enduring U.S. strengths compared to the 
Soviet Union. After the Cold War, the military again chopped 
its force structure and procurement, while generally 
maintaining research funding. In both cases, the Army found 
itself unprepared for guerilla wars that were considered 
unlikely contingencies, until policymakers decided to engage 
in them anyway. 

As they prepare their November recommendation, the 
CSIS authors are open about their "analytic bias." They have 
already concluded that a much smaller force that is well 
equipped and well trained is far preferable to the large but 
"hollow" force the U.S. found itself with during the 1970s. As 
an example of this in action, this week was the 30th 
anniversary of the end of the Falklands conflict, which saw a 
small but elite British expeditionary force rapidly defeat a 
much larger but ill-equipped and ill-trained Argentine army. 

The CSIS authors believe that history and logic justify 
their analytic bias favoring cuts to force structure while 
maintaining funding for readiness and R&D. However, 
political forces may spoil their plans. 

The authors assume that U.S. leaders will shed low 
priority missions that aren't essential to U.S. security. 
Although this assumption is critical to making the CSIS 
analysis work, it is questionable to count on enduring self-
restraint by U.S. policymakers. Problems the CSIS authors 
would very likely view as non-essential -- Lebanon in 1982, 
Somalia in 1992, Bosnia in 1996, Libya in 2011, to name only 
a few examples -- resulted in U.S. military interventions. The 
CSIS authors are expecting future U.S. presidents to restrain 
themselves when confronted by similar problems in the future. 
A much shrunken force structure available to future presidents 
is expected to bolster this restraint. But the pressure to act will 
remain -- even if the U.S. military is much smaller in the 
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future. And with the CSIS assumption of at least $1.2 trillion 
in defense cuts borne mostly by force structure, we should 
expect that the force structure CSIS recommends in November 
to be very small indeed. Even though the CSIS approach 
specifically attempts to avoid a hollowed out force, this will 
very likely be the result anyway. CSIS's small force, even if 
well-trained and well-equipped, will eventually wear out from 
excessive deployments and overwork. 

Although the sorry experience of the 1970s hollow force 
should rationally exclude that course from consideration, 
political pressure may nevertheless result in its resurrection. 
Policymakers may conclude that they must maintain adequate 
force structure in order to cover the missions, essential and 
otherwise, to which the U.S. has obligated itself. In addition, 
leaders on Capitol Hill and elsewhere may opt to protect 
soldiers and their families from the pain of layoffs and from 
the impossible deployments schedules that would result from a 
much smaller force. But to balance the books, it will be 
tempting to nibble away at training budgets, spare parts, and 
corners of procurement that aren't politically influential. 
Although policymakers will know that they are creating a 
hollow force over time, they may rationalize this by assuming 
that they will get adequate warning of a future crisis and be 
able to boost readiness as needed with some "just-in-time" 
injections of training funds. They will be playing a game of 
bluff, trading on the U.S. military's past reputation and the 
difficulty of discerning just how hollow U.S. forces might 
actually be at a given moment. 

The Obama administration believes that it is approaching 
the latest drawdown with a rational and deliberate strategy. 
Like the Eisenhower administration's post-Korea strategy 
exercise, the Obama plan shifts resources from ground forces 

to air and naval power, which are perceived to be U.S. 
strategic advantages and the right tools for the current 
challenges in the Asia-Pacific region. 

But this strategy may already be fraying at the edges. 
Although the strategy is designed to boost air and naval 
power, air and naval forces will still shrink. And although the 
Pacific is the strategy's focus, the Pentagon will struggle to 
make a modest boost to its naval presence there. And this 
fraying is visible before either sequestration or CSIS's forecast 
of further cuts occurs. 

In its January strategic guidance, the administration 
admitted that its defense plans entail taking on more risk. 
These risks will include cutting ground forces too much, 
having inadequate forces for certain kinds of simultaneous 
crises, relying on what may end up being unreliable allies, and 
having over-optimistic assumptions about the Pentagon's 
ability to regenerate forces in a crisis. 

The CSIS deep drawdown project is an attempt to plan for 
a much worse budget scenario than the Pentagon is currently 
planning for. With its $1.2 trillion in assumed cuts, the CSIS-
recommended force would still likely be too small to cover 
problems and allies that the U.S. has been used to covering for 
decades. If U.S. policymakers don't want to accept that 
proposition, they may be tempted to bluff with a hollow force, 
as they have done in the past. But games based on bluffs and 
uncovered bets sometimes end abruptly. 

Robert Haddick is Managing Editor of Small Wars 
Journal. Haddick was a U.S. Marine Corps officer, served in 
the 3rd and 23rd Marine Regiments, and deployed to Asia and 
Africa. He has advised the State Department and the National 
Intelligence Council on irregular warfare issues. 
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56. Naval Ship Games Now Officially A Trend 
(ESPN 15 JUN 12) ... Eamonn Brennan 

On Wednesday night, I was midway through NBATV's 
tremendous documentary "The Dream Team" when the 
subject of the film changed from team camaraderie and 
overwhelming success to a discussion of the brief media 
backlash at the time from those who believed the Dream Team 
was too good. I was 7 years old in 1992, and it never occurred 
to me that the Dream Team wasn't the best thing in the history 
of the world. But here I was, learning there was actually a 
backlash to the Dream Team. A backlash! Against the Dream 
Team! 

It made me realize, not for the first time, one undeniable 
truth about any good thing in sports, culture, politics, you 
name it: The backlash is coming. There will always be a 
backlash. 

I'll admit that it had might well apply to the news, 
reported Friday afternoon by Andy Katz, that Florida and 
Georgetown are the latest college hoops duo to schedule an 
early 2012 nonconference game on the deck of a U.S. Navy 
ship, the third Carrier Classic-esque event to be scheduled on 
the same day in the upcoming hoops season. To be honest, I'm 
not sure how to feel. First, let's get the details from Andy's 
report: 

Florida will play Georgetown on a ship off the coast of 
Jacksonville, Fla., on Nov. 9, ESPN.com confirmed Friday 
through multiple SEC and Big East sources. The U.S. Navy 

has told the two schools that it is fully supportive of this game, 
much like it was of the Carrier Classic last year, according to 
multiple sources. The date is a Friday, the closest non-college 
football or NFL date to Veterans Day. 

The Florida-Georgetown matchup is the third game 
scheduled to be played on a naval ship on Nov. 9, college 
basketball's opening day. All three games involve a Big East 
team. Marquette will play Ohio State on a ship off the coast of 
Charleston, S.C. while Syracuse will take on San Diego State 
on the flight deck of a retired ship, the USS Midway, off the 
coast of San Diego. It is not clear if the Florida-Georgetown or 
Marquette-Ohio State contests will be played on active ships. 

The end result is not one or two but three mini-Carrier 
Classics, in three different locations across the country, all on 
the same day. 

Will the proliferation of season-opening games like last 
season's Carrier Classic make them less special? At first 
glance, this is a good thing. The Carrier Classic was awesome. 
Now we get three games featuring six big-time college hoops 
programs, and we get them on college basketball's opening 
day. What could possibly be wrong with that? 

But if a backlash comes, you can understand the reasons 
why. The Carrier Classic was less a season-opening college 
basketball game than a grand patriotic gesture. It was designed 
to honor America's heroes on Veterans Day. The president and 
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first lady reserved a front-row seat. With vistas like this, no 
one was much concerned with the score. 

The Carrier Classic was a brilliantly designed and 
expertly executed event. It's no wonder other teams want to 
get in on the action. But anyone squeamish about the idea of 
commercializing patriotism might be loath to see such an 
event recreated three times over. Are three naval ship games 
on the same day too much of a good thing? Does it cheapen 
the very reason for such a game in the first place -- cynically 
leveraging the ratings guarantee that is "display of American 
war might + basketball" -- in the hopes of drumming up 
college hoops interest in early November? 

It might. It might also just be a win-win for everybody: 
The U.S. Navy is on board, according to Andy's report, and if 
college basketball teams can honor the troops and create must-
see early-season television, is that really such a bad thing? As 

fans, we've spent years complaining about college basketball's 
stuttering season openers, and all offseason whining about 
coaches doing what's best for their "nontraditional" programs 
in favor of what's best for the sport. Now, when presented 
with the possibility of three huge season-opening events, are 
we in any position to complain? 

Not that our reaction matters. The games are locked in, so 
on Nov. 9, we will be treated to a proper buffet of basketball 
games aboard warships. None of the three will have the cachet 
earned by 2011's marquee Carrier Classic, but all three will be 
must-see events in their own right, and all three will owe a 
major debt to the original. 

Given last year's success, perhaps this trend was 
inevitable -- every bit as inevitable as the backlash. Your 
mileage may vary. 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. 2011 Sailors Of The Year Advanced To Chief Petty Officer 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 17 MAY 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Thomas L. Rosprim, Office of the Master Chief 
Petty Officer of the Navy 

WASHINGTON -- The Navy's 2011 Sailors of the Year (SOY) were meritoriously advanced to chief petty officer during a 
ceremony held at the Navy Memorial, May 17. 

 
2. Sailors Of The Year – Representing The Fighting Spirit Of The Navy 
(NAVY LIVE BLOG 17 MAY 12) 

The 2011 Sailors of the Year (SOY) are in Washington D.C. this week. The SOYs officially became chief petty officers during a 
ceremony at the Navy Memorial May 17. The SOYs spent the week taking in the sights around D.C., but they had a couple of minutes 
to sit down and talk about what opportunity and what the Navy has taught them. Here’s what they had to say: 

 
3. USS George H.W. Bush Receives Fleet's Top Honors 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 17 MAY 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Timothy Daughton, USS George H.W. Bush 
Public Affairs 

NORFOLK, Va. -- USS George H. W. Bush (CVN 77) received the fleet's highest recognition for superior operational 
performance and excellence in safety during an awards ceremony in the ship's hangar bay, May 16. 

 
4. Navy Commissions Amphibious Transport Dock Ship San Diego 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 17 MAY 12) ... Department of Defense Public Affairs 

WASHINGTON -- The Navy will commission the newest San Antonio-class amphibious transport dock ship San Diego during a 
10 a.m. PDT ceremony Saturday, May 19, 2012, in San Diego, Calif. 

 
5. Navy Doing Good 
(PITTSBURGH TRIBUNE-REVIEW 18 MAY 12) ... Rear Adm. Craig S. Faller 

The U.S. Navy is "America's Navy." We operate from the world's oceans in high-tech ships, submarines and aircraft, ensuring 
freedom of the sea, fighting wars or providing humanitarian assistance. 

 

CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
6. Navy Ship Arrives At Calif. Port After Collision 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 17 MAY 12) ... Julie Watson 

SAN DIEGO — Sporting crumpled catwalks and smashed lifeboats, the U.S. Navy vessel USS Essex managed to glide into San 
Diego Bay on Thursday, 24 hours after colliding with a tanker when the aging warship's steering apparently failed. 

 
7. USS Makin Island Arrives In Malaysia 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 17 MAY 12) ... USS Makin Island Public Affairs 

SEPANGAR, Malaysia -- The amphibious assault ship USS Makin Island (LHD 8), along with the embarked 11th Marine 
Expeditionary Unit (MEU), arrived in Sepangar, Malaysia May 18, for a port visit. 

 
8. Phoenix Express 2012 Pre-Sail Conference Marks Start To Underway Exercise 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 17 MAY 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Caitlin Conroy, Commander, U.S. Naval Forces 
Europe-Africa/U.S. 6th Fleet Public Affairs 

SOUDA BAY, Crete -- Service members from European, North African and U.S. Naval forces participated in a pre-sail 
conference kickoff for Exercise Phoenix Express 2012 (PE12) at the NATO Maritime Interdiction Operational Training Center 
(NMIOTC) in Souda Bay May 16. 
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9. Veterinarian Organization Takes Part In Pacific Partnership 2012 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 17 MAY 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist Seaman Clay M. Whaley, Pacific Partnership 2012 Public 
Affairs 

USNS MERCY, At Sea -- World Vets, a non-governmental organization (NGO), embarked aboard the Military Sealift Command 
hospital ship USNS Mercy (T-AH 19) May 17, to provide veterinary assistance to host nations of Indonesia, Philippines, Vietnam and 
Cambodia as part of Pacific Partnership 2012 (PP12). 

 

GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
10. Obama Aims To Gain Consensus From NATO, G-8 Summits 
More certainty on euro crisis and Afghan withdrawal sought 
(WASHINGTON POST 18 MAY 12) ... David Nakamura 

Eager to avoid any setbacks that would distract the president’s attention from the U.S. economy in an election year, the Obama 
administration hopes to use a pair of summits with foreign leaders this weekend to develop some consensus around an international 
response to both the European debt crisis and the war in Afghanistan. 

 
11. Senate Gears Up For Law Of The Sea Treaty Push 
(THE HILL 17 MAY 12) ... Julian Pecquet 

The Senate Foreign Relations Committee has scheduled a hearing next week on the decades-old international Law of the Sea 
Treaty, confirming the Senate's desire to try again for ratification after failing five years ago. 

 
12. Commander Seeks Better Military-To-Military Relations With China 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 17 MAY 12) ... Jim Garamone 

WASHINGTON- Chinese and American officials recognize the importance of good, uninterrupted military-to-military relations, 
and the commander of U.S. Pacific Command will do what he can to further that goal. 

 
13. Philippines Stops Protest Trip To Disputed Shoal 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 18 MAY 12) ... Teodoro Aljibe 

MASINLOC, Philippines — Philippine President Benigno Aquino told protesters to abort plans to sail Friday to a disputed South 
China Sea shoal also claimed by China, the leader of the group said. 

 
14. Warship's China Visit A Show Of Closer Ties 
(SYDNEY MORNING HERALD 17 MAY 12) ... Philip Wen 

SHANGHAI – It is a rare sight to behold – an Australian warship sailing gracefully through Shanghai's historic Bund with a 
Chinese flag fluttering proudly on its mast. 

 
15. Schiebel Camcopter S-100 Operated From Chinese Frigate 
(FLIGHT GLOBAL 18 MAY 12) ... Greg Waldron 

SINGAPORE - A Chinese frigtate has been photographed operating a small unmanned helicopter that appears to be the Schiebel 
Camcopter S-100. 

 
16. Two U.S.-Built Minehunters To Join Taiwan Navy 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 17 MAY 12) 

TAIPEI — Taiwan is due to receive two coastal minehunters from the United States within months, in a deal aimed at enhancing 
the island's ability to defend itself against China, the navy said Thursday. 

 
17. U.S. Envoy To Israel Says Nation Is Ready On Iran 
(NEW YORK TIMES 18 MAY 12) ... Jodi Rudoren 

JERUSALEM — The American ambassador to Israel said this week that not only was America willing to use military force to 
stop Iran from developing nuclear weapons, but that preparations had already been made for a possible attack. 

 
18. Pirate Guards Need Global Guidelines: U.N. Agency 
(REUTERS 17 MAY 12) ... Peter Griffiths 

LONDON - Armed guards employed on merchant ships to repel attacks by pirates should be subject to new standards to ensure 
they abide by international law while on the high seas, a United Nations agency said on Thursday. 
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19. Brazil Navy Investigates New Oil Spill Off Coast 
(REUTERS 17 MAY 12) ... Jeb Blount 

BRASILIA - An oil spill was discovered off Brazil's coast near the country's Espirito Santo state, Brazil's Navy said on Thursday, 
the latest in a series of spills that have raised questions about the safety of a massive expansion of the country's oil production 
capacity. 

 

PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
20. Roosevelt Safety Standown Focuses On Crew Move Aboard, Summer Season 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 17 MAY 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist Seaman Katie Lash, USS Theodore Roosevelt Public Affairs 

HAMPTON, Va. -- USS Theodore Roosevelt (CVN 71) conducted a safety standdown at the Hampton Roads Convention Center 
May 15, to focus on the ship's upcoming crew move aboard (CMA) and the importance for Sailors to make good decisions during the 
summer season. 

 
21. USS George H.W. Bush Celebrates Reading, Family Readiness Connection 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 17 MAY 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist Timothy Walter, USS George H.W. Bush Public Affairs 

NORFOLK -- USS George H.W. Bush (CVN 77) and Doro Bush Koch, the ship's sponsor, continued their support for children's 
literacy and strong military families by hosting a celebration of reading in the ship's hangar bay, May 16. 

 
22. Panel Advances Military Pay Raise 
(GOVERNMENT EXECUTIVE 17 MAY 12) ... Kellie Lunney 

A House panel Thursday approved legislation that gives military personnel a 1.7 percent pay raise in fiscal 2013 and provides 
more money for health and wellness programs for service members and their families. 

 
23. 34 More Companies Vow To Hire Military Spouses 
(NAVY TIMES 17 MAY 12) ... Karen Jowers 

Clear Channel Radio, Goodwill Industries, Humana Inc., Tri-West, MetLife, Safeway (Vons) and US Bank are among 34 new 
companies and organizations that have joined the Military Spouse Employment Partnership, pledging to recruit, hire and promote 
military spouses and help them maintain portable careers. 

 
24. Mental Illness Is The Leading Cause Of Hospitalization For Active-Duty Troops 
(NEXTGOV 17 MAY 12) ... Bob Brewin 

The Defense and Veterans Affairs departments have spent almost $2 billion since 2001 to buy drugs to treat mental illness and 
post-traumatic stress disorder despite growing evidence some of those drugs exacerbate PTSD symptoms, a Nextgov investigation 
shows. In addition, military research released this week highlighted that Defense faces what one Army clinician called an epidemic of 
mental illness. 

 
25. Congressman Hunter Asks For Peralta Amendment 
Seeks Navy report on Medal of Honor nomination 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 17 MAY 12) ... Gretel C. Kovach 

Rep. Duncan Hunter asked Congress Thursday for a complete report from the Navy on Sgt. Rafael Peralta’s posthumous Medal of 
Honor nomination, including a description of all evidence, findings and actions in the case. 

 

FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
26. Admiral: Navy ‘Excited’ To Receive USS Mississippi 
(BILOXI (MS) SUN HERALD 17 MAY 12) ... Michael Newsom 

GULFPORT -- Rear Adm. Richard P. Breckenridge said Thursday the $2 billion USS Mississippi attack submarine, which will be 
commissioned in Pascagoula June 2, will play a major role in future U.S. military strategy. 

 
27. House To Vote On $554 Billion Defense Bill, Defying Obama 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 17 MAY 12) ... Roxana Tiron 

The Republican-controlled U.S. House is set to vote by the end of this week on a $554 billion defense bill that President Barack 
Obama has threatened to veto if it impedes the Pentagon’s new defense strategy. 
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28. U.S. Defense Budget Debate Touches On Afghanistan, NASCAR 
(REUTERS 17 MAY 12) ... David Alexander 

WASHINGTON -- War-weary U.S. lawmakers clashed over Afghanistan policy and vented their frustration with Pakistan's 
border closings on Thursday as they debated an annual defense policy bill that seeks $642.5 billion in military spending for the 2013 
fiscal year. 

 
29. House Wraps Up NDAA Work At 1:30 A.M., Returns Friday For Last 50 Amendments 
(THE HILL 18 MAY 12) ... Pete Kasperowicz 

The House got through 92 amendments to the National Defense Authorization act (NDAA) Thursday and early Friday morning, 
but finally adjourned shortly after 1:30 a.m. and planned to return later Friday morning for votes and consideration of the last 50. 

 
30. U.S. House Votes Against Terminating F-35B, V-22 
(DEFENSE NEWS 17 MAY 12) ... Kate Brannen 

A handful of Democrats put forward amendments that would have canceled or cut funding to weapons so that more money would 
be available for deficit reduction during House debate of the 2013 defense authorization bill May 17. All of the amendments were 
voted down. 

 
31. Defense Contractors Eye Cuts To Jobs, Plants 
Sequestration could cost Pentagon $600B 
(WASHINGTON TIMES 16 MAY 12) ... Shaun Waterman 

Defense contractors already are preparing for the layoffs and plant closures that will occur if Congress fails to reach a deal on the 
federal deficit this year, triggering $600 billion in automatic Pentagon spending cuts. 

 
32. Lockheed Martin Tests Integrated Air And Missile Defense Processor For Aegis 
(DEFENSE DAILY 18 MAY 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

Lockheed Martin said this week it for the first time conducted an integrated test of the air and ballistic missile defense capabilities 
of the Aegis Combat System that was enabled by the development of a more powerful processor. 

 
33. U.S. Marines Order Additional KC-130J Harvest HAWK Kits 
(FLIGHT GLOBAL 17 MAY 12) ... Dave Majumdar 

WASHINGTON, D.C. -- The U.S. Naval Air Systems Command (NAVAIR) recently awarded Lockheed Martin an $18.4 million 
fixed-price contract to build three additional Harvest Hercules airborne weapons kits (HAWK) for the U.S. Marine Corps' KC-130J 
fleet. 

 
34. Actionable Intelligence 
Shorter decision cycles are yet another challenge to information management 
(SEAPOWER MAGAZINE MAY 2012) ... Nick Adde 

The challenge of quickly sorting through information and determining what is useful is as old as the fog of war. In the age of the 
information-technology revolution, the task faced at each echelon of command becomes all the more daunting. 

 
35. Its Official: USS Edson Title Transfer Complete, Destroyer Will Call Bay County Home 
(BAY CITY (MI) NEWS 17 MAY 12) ... MacKenzie Burger 

BANGOR TOWNSHIP, MI — As of today, it's official: the 418-foot USS Edson destroyer belongs to an organization that has 
spent 15 years working to bring a floating Naval ship museum to Bay County. 

 

BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
36. #Navy 50/50 - Charlotte: Leading Wounded Warrior Recruiter Visits VA Outpatient Clinic 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 17 MAY 12) ... Naval Sea Systems Command 

CHARLOTTE, N.C. -- The commander of the U.S. Navy's Naval Sea Systems Command, met with leaders of the state-of the-art 
Charlotte-based Veterans Affairs outpatient clinic on May 16, and addressed service-disabled veterans and veterans as part of the 
Navy's 50-50 community outreach campaign. 

 
37. Tall Ships, Military Vessels To Parade Up The Hudson At Start Of Fleet Week 
(JERSEY CITY JOURNAL 18 MAY 12) ... Celeste Little 

The start of Fleet Week this year promises to make waves in Hudson County. 
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38. The Spirit Of 1812 
The service hopes to restore its prestige by celebrating a forgotten conflict 
(THE ECONOMIST 19 MAY 12) 

WASHINGTON, D.C. -- Few Americans remember the War of 1812, and if they do they are likely to forget that it marked the 
coming of age of their navy. “The Star-Spangled Banner," written by an amateur poet on the back of an envelope during its battle of 
Baltimore, makes a bigger impression these days. But it was the heroic performance of America’s frigates against the world’s most 
powerful fleet that saved the young republic from possible extinction, despite the burning of the White House by the British in 1814. 

 
39. Pentagon Braces For Base Closures 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 17 MAY 12) ... Michael Gardner 

From San Diego to Sacramento, officials are dusting off defense tactics used in previous years as Washington considers launching 
another round of military base closures. 

 
40. U.S. Military To Install 3 Gigawatts Of Renewable Energy 
(CLEAN ENERGY AUTHORITY 17 MAY 12) ... Chris Meehan 

Dorothy Robyn, the U.S. Department of Defense’s (DOD’s) deputy undersecretary of defense for Installations and Environment, 
discussed how the U.S. military is adding in solar, renewables and energy efficiency to increase its energy security. 

 
41. Naval Academy STEM Program Hosts Einstein Fellows 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 17 MAY 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Danian Douglas, U.S. Naval Academy Public 
Affairs 

ANNAPOLIS, Md. -- The U.S. Naval Academy hosted 15 Einstein Fellow science educators May 15 for a tour of science 
laboratories, an overview of the school's Science, Technology, Engineering and Math-driven curriculum, and a discussion on the 
necessity for technically proficient leaders. 

 
42. Prospective Players Train With Navy Seals 
(SOUTHWESTERN COLLEGE (CA) SUN 17 MAY 12)) ... Alexis Dominguez 

CHULA VISTA, Calif. - Sorry Giants, Dodgers and Thunder, the hottest team in the United States today are the Navy SEALs. 
 

43. NCIS Honors Fallen Law Enforcement 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 17 MAY 12) ... Crystal Nosal, Naval Criminal Investigative Service Public Affairs 

QUANTICO, Va. -- The Naval Criminal Investigative Service (NCIS) Headquarters in Quantico, VA, hosted a wreath-laying 
ceremony on Peace Officers Memorial Day, May 15. 

 
44. Mayport Marks 25-Year Anniversary Of Stark Attack 
(FLORIDA TIMES-UNION 17 MAY 12) ... William Browning 

Peter Weber stood at the podium and read the names. After each one, a bell rang. When it did, Weber saw their faces in his mind. 
 

45. Landing Practice For U.S. Carrier-Based Aircraft Opened To Press 
(KYODO NEWS 17 MAY 12) 

KAGOSHIMA, Japan -- U.S. Navy in Japan has opened to the press its landing practice for carrier-based aircraft on Iwoto Island 
in the Pacific, a drill Japan's Defense Ministry is considering moving to Mage Island in Kagoshima Prefecture. 

 

NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
46. Afghanistan Battles Yield Two Navy Crosses 
(MARINE CORPS TIMES 17 MAY 12) ... Gina Cavallaro 

Two California-based Marines are scheduled to receive Navy Cross awards on Friday for their actions during separate battles in 
Afghanistan’s Helmand province. 

 
47. U.S. Navy Destroyers Steal The Show In 'Battleship' 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 17 MAY 12) ... Dan De Luce 

WASHINGTON — U.S. Navy Sailors tend to be overlooked when it comes to Hollywood blockbusters, but the new action movie 
"Battleship" features American destroyers and their crews in the starring role, waging war against hostile aliens in the Pacific Ocean. 

 
48. Battleship 
“Transformers" with better characters and a third act 
(CHICAGO SUN-TIMES 17 MAY 12) ... Roger Ebert 

"This could be like Columbus and the Indians," a nerdy radio astronomer worries. "Except we're the Indians." 
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49. An Intrepid Vessel With Firepower 
Battleship Movie Review (3 Stars) 
(WASHINGTON POST 18 MAY 12) ... Michael O'Sullivan 

Battleship — Hasbro’s venerable game of naval strategy in which players use a combination of guesswork and logic to deduce the 
location of their opponents’ ships — isn’t exactly known for its thrill-a-minute narrative complexity. So it’s understandable if some 
moviegoers might approach the new action-adventure film inspired by it with the same trepidation they would feel about "Yahtzee: 
The Movie." 

 
50. Promotion For Navy Secretary Mabus Courtesy Hollywood 
(CNN 17 MAY 12) ... Larry Shaughnessy 

Those who spend enough time around the military know promotions are important to folks in uniform. But one Sailor has made 
the jump from a lieutenant (junior grade) to captain in one big leap, with help from Hollywood. 

 
51. At 100, Spirit Of Marine Flight Soars 
San Diego aviators celebrate Marine centennial 
(SAN DIEGO UNION TRIBUNE 17 MAY 12) ... Gretel Kovach 

When “flying leathernecks” look back on the history of Marine aviation, their flight log tracks dramatic technological change, 
inevitable turbulence over new aircraft and flight methods, and a cockpit view ranging from Atlantic ocean battles to the mountains of 
Afghanistan. 

 
52. Despite Bay Area Efforts, The USS Iowa Is Heading To L.A. As A Military Museum 
(CONTRA COSTA (CA) TIMES 17 MAY 12) ... Thomas Peele 

For more than a decade the USS Iowa sat quietly mothballed in the Suisun Bay Reserve Fleet, luring military history junkies with 
her giant guns, sleek prow and romantic history who dreamed of making her a floating a museum -- and a big Bay Area tourist 
attraction. 

 
53. South Atlantic League’s Home Run Derby To Be Held On USS Yorktown 
(CHARLESTON (SC) POST & COURIER 16 MAY 12) ... Andrew Miller 

Charleston RiverDogs outfielder Tyler Austin has been meaning to visit Patriots Point and check out the USS Yorktown. 
 

OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
54. To Keep The West Safe, We Must Join Forces 
In this age of austerity, NATO states will have to be smarter in pooling their resources 
(LONDON TIMES 17 MAY 12) ... Anders Fogh Rasmussen 

We live in a time of increasing security challenges but decreasing defence budgets. This is the reality faced by many of our allies. 
And that is the circle NATO leaders must square as we meet for our summit in Chicago this weekend. I am convinced we can do it. By 
adopting a new mindset and working even more closely together, we can successfully deal with those economic challenges while still 
preparing for the security threats we will face. 

 
55. Budget Crisis Drives Defense Strategy 
Cuts invite our adversaries to challenge us 
(WASHINGTON TIMES 18 MAY 12) ... Adm. James A. Lyons 

Maintaining our freedom and way of life requires that we retain our global leadership with a national strategy for military 
superiority that determines our military budget. What’s happening today is the reverse, and it will fail. 

 
56. Missile Defense Cuts: A Perilous Mistake 
(POLITICO 17 MAY 12) ... Don Young 

North Korea, under its new leader Kim Jong Un, made international news recently when its long-range missiles disintegrated just 
seconds after a test launch. 

 
57. Should India Fear China's Navy? 
(THE DIPLOMAT 17 MAY 12) ... Iskander Rehman 

One of the more enduring aspects of Indian strategic culture is a strong sense of maritime embattlement. 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. 2011 Sailors Of The Year Advanced To Chief Petty Officer 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 17 MAY 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Thomas L. Rosprim, Office of the Master Chief 
Petty Officer of the Navy 

WASHINGTON -- The Navy's 2011 Sailors of the Year 
(SOY) were meritoriously advanced to chief petty officer 
during a ceremony held at the Navy Memorial, May 17. 

Chief of Naval Operations Adm. Jonathan Greenert 
served as guest speaker at the pinning ceremony hosted by 
Master Chief Petty Officer of the Navy (MCPON)(SS/SW) 
Rick D. West. 

Aircrew Survival Equipmentman 1st Class Maria E. 
Johnson, Chief of Naval Operations Shore Sailor of the Year; 
Master-at-Arms 1st Class Douglas R. Newman, Navy Reserve 
Sailor of the Year; Steelworker 1st Class Louis F. Salazar, 
U.S. Pacific Fleet Sailor of the Year; and Ship's Serviceman 
1st Class Angela A. Zamora, U.S. Fleet Forces Sailor of the 
Year, were each presented with chief petty officer 
appointment letters from the CNO prior to having their 
anchors pinned to their collars and combination covers placed 
on their heads. 

"Anchors are earned, not given," said West, providing a 
reminder of the excellence SOYs must demonstrate to reach 
this level. "These Sailors have taken the hard jobs, proven 
themselves as professionals, are experts in their rates, have led 
by example and will continue to mentor the Navy's future ... 
our Sailors." 

Every SOY cited leadership as the biggest learning point 
in the Navy, along with trust in one's Sailors and integrity. 

"Ultimately it is my Sailors who got me here," said 
Salazar. "But it was my job to provide them guidance, 
mentorship and leadership." 

The week leading up to the pinning ceremony was full of 
scheduled tours of historic sites, events to honor the SOYs and 
their families, and a Washington Nationals Game where the 
SOYs were recognized prior to the game. 

"It's almost indescribable," said Newman. "It's an honor. 
It's very, very humbling, because, at the end of the day, it's not 
about one person ... it's about the process. It's about motivating 

other Sailors, and it's about representing my command, my 
region, and every Sailor in the Navy Reserve." 

"The opportunities the Navy provides its Sailors are 
limitless," said Zamora. "Opportunities are there for everyone, 
but it is up to each Sailor to seize them." 

Greenert highlighted each SOY's accomplishments and 
the importance of the chief in the Navy. He then charged each 
of the SOYs to be bold, accountable, and confident as they 
move forward as chief petty officers. 

"I'm going to the Naval Academy this afternoon, and I'm 
talking to the graduating class," said Greenert. "I'm going to 
tell them to go find 'the chief.' The chief will be your mentor; 
the chief will take care of you. I wouldn't be standing here 
today if it wasn't for my chiefs." 

"Your Sailors will now look to you as the benchmark for 
success," said West. "Challenge them to be better Sailors and 
citizens every day, and make the well-being of their families a 
personal priority." 

Families, friends and shipmates traveled from around the 
world to attend the ceremony to share the highlights of the 
SOY's accomplishments and achievement on making chief 
petty officer. 

"It is an amazing honor," said Johnson. "I never thought I 
would make it to this point. It all seems like a dream. You 
measure who you are, the type of leader you are, by the 
success of your junior Sailors." 

The Sailor of the Year program was established in 1972, 
by then-Chief of Naval Operations Adm. Elmo Zumwalt and 
then-Master Chief Petty Officer of the Navy John Whittet, to 
recognize an individual Sailor who best represented the ever-
growing group of dedicated professional Sailors at each 
command and ultimately the Navy. When the program began, 
only the Atlantic and Pacific Fleet Sailors were recognized. 
Within 10 years, the Sailor of the Year program was expanded 
to include the shore establishment and Navy Reserve Sailors. 

Return to Index 
 

2. Sailors Of The Year – Representing The Fighting Spirit Of The Navy 
(NAVY LIVE BLOG 17 MAY 12) 

The 2011 Sailors of the Year (SOY) are in Washington 
D.C. this week. The SOYs officially became chief petty 
officers during a ceremony at the Navy Memorial May 17. 
The SOYs spent the week taking in the sights around D.C., but 
they had a couple of minutes to sit down and talk about what 
opportunity and what the Navy has taught them. Here’s what 
they had to say: 

Master-at-Arms 1st Class (SCW/FMF) Douglas R. 
Newman, Chief of Navy Reserve Sailor of the Year 

“The Navy Reserve and the Navy have taught me 
leadership skills. I’m very lucky because I’m able to be a 
Master-at-Arms in one community and a civilian police officer 
in the other. So, what I learn in one field, I carry over to the 
next field. But at the end of the day it’s about leadership, and 
that’s what the Navy has given me. It’s given me the skills to 
be a leader … whether it’s a civilian police officer that I work 

with, or a Sailor that I drill with, I have to [think] about their 
morale and welfare to get the mission done.” 

Master-At-Arms 1st Class (SCW/FMF) Douglas Newman 
enlisted in the U.S. Marine Corps in 1992. He attended recruit 
training at MCRD, San Diego where he graduated as the 
Platoon Honorman, meritoriously advancing to Lance 
Corporal. After his enlistment in the Marines, MA1 Newman 
returned to his hometown of Tucson, Ariz., to pursue a career 
in law enforcement. In 2001, after his enlistment in the 
National Guard, MA1 Newman enlisted in the Navy Reserve. 
He was assigned to NMCB 17 where he served as the 
Battalion Master-At-Arms, Security Company Commander, 
and Lead Seabee Military Instructor. 

In 2005 he volunteered to deploy to Fallujah, Iraq with 
the 30th Naval Construction Regiment, attached to the 
2ndMarine Expeditionary Force. MA1 Newman has received 
numerous awards, to include the Navy and Marine Corps 
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Achievement Medal (5), Operation Iraqi Freedom Campaign 
Medal with Marine Corps device, Military Outstanding 
Volunteer Medal, and Seabee Combat Warfare and Fleet 
Marine Force Warfare Specialist qualifications. 

MA1 Newman has been a civilian police officer for 14 
years. He lives in Gig Harbor, WA with his wife and two 
children. 

Aircrew Survival Equipmentman (AW) 1st Class 
Maria E. Johnson ,Chief of Naval Operations Shore Sailor 
of the Year 

“The opportunities are there regardless of who you are or 
where you come from. They don’t discriminate. It’s there for 
you to take if you want it. You just have to be dedicated and 
work for it; be a professional. They’ve also provided structure 
for me, so that was a big thing for me.” 

Petty Officer Johnson was born in Dallas, Texas. She 
enlisted in the Navy on November 21, 2000 and completed 
recruit training in Great Lakes, Illinois. In September 2001 she 
deployed onboard USS PELELIU in support of Operation 
Enduring Freedom, where she was advanced to Petty Officer 
Third Class. 

In March 2005 she reported to Survival, Evasion, 
Resistance and Escape (SERE) School in San Diego, CA. She 
earned her Navy Enlisted Classification Code 9502 and 9505 
as well as her Master Training Specialist Qualification. In July 
2008, she reported to VFA-106, where she was advanced to 
Petty Officer First Class and assigned as the Paraloft Leading 
Petty Officer. 

Her military decorations include Navy Commendation 
Medal, Navy Achievement Medal (2), Good Conduct Medal 
(3), Outstanding Volunteer Service Medal and various unit 
commendations. She is currently assigned to VFA-131, 
reporting in January 2012. 

Steelworker 1st Class (SCW) Louis F. Salazar, U.S. 
Pacific Fleet Sailor of the Year 

“The Navy has taught me … maturity, to be a man, to 
lead. A lot of the trainings that we go through, [like] 
leadership classes, have also taught me how to be successful 
as well. Continuing education and tuition assistance that’s out 
there [helped me] to take additional college courses in 
business and organizational management to be a successful 
leader.” 

Petty Officer Louis F. Salazar JR was born in San Jose 
California on September 9, 1981. He enlisted in the Navy in 
August of 1999. 

Following the completion of his first deployment in 2001, 
he then went on to attend Steelworker “A” School at Naval 
Construction Training Center, Gulfport, Miss. Upon 
graduation in April 2002, he reported to Naval Mobile 
Construction Battalion FIVE, Port Hueneme, Calif. He made 
four successful deployments to Guantanamo Bay, Cuba; Naval 
Base Guam; Lambayeque, Peru and Andros Island, Bahamas. 

In April 2007, he reported to the 31st Seabee Readiness 
Group, Port Hueneme, Calif., as an instructor for the Military 

Training Division. In May 2010, he reported to NMCB Forty, 
Port Hueneme, Calif. As Detail Operations Chief for 
Khelegay, Afghanistan, he led 16 Seabees in the planning and 
execution of $2.2M of contingency construction. He led 58 
Seabees in two highly successful 48-hour embarkation 
exercises and a Field Training Exercise. He is currently 
deployed to Camp Covington, Naval Base Guam. 

He resides in Oxnard, California, with with his wife and 
two children. 

Ship’s Serviceman 1st Class (SW/AW) Angela A. 
Zamora, U.S. Fleet Forces Command Sailor of the Year 

“The Navy has a lot of opportunities. The opportunities, 
like education, are there for you. They don’t discriminate 
[against] your race, your color; there is not discrimination 
whatsoever in the Navy. So, opportunities are there for 
everybody, [but] you need to go there and get it. It’s up to you. 
It’s up to the person to go and get that.” 

Petty Officer Zamora is a native of Ecuador and a 
graduate of William L. Dickinson High School in Jersey City, 
N.J. She entered the U.S. Navy on June 24, 2000 and attended 
Recruit Training in Great Lakes, Ill. Upon completion of 
recruit training, she attended Ship’s Serviceman “A” School in 
Meridian, Miss., and was subsequently assigned to USS 
Emory S. Land (AS 39). 

In December 2001 she was promoted to Petty Officer 
Third Class and was put in charge of S-3 Division. In 
December 2003, she transferred to USS ROOSEVELT (DDG 
80). During her tenure onboard, she served as Division 
Assistant Leading Petty Officer. Her ambition and hard work 
led to her qualifying as an Enlisted Surface Warfare Specialist. 

In May 2005, she transferred to Navy Recruiting District 
New York, and was advanced to Second Class Petty Officer 
and qualified as a Recruiter-in-Charge. While assigned, her 
recruiting station attained a 110 percent new contract 
objective, resulting in her selection as the Junior Sailor of the 
Year and ultimately leading to her being meritoriously 
advanced to First Class Petty Officer. 

Her decorations include the Navy Commendation Medal, 
Navy and Marine Corps Achievement Medal (3), Good 
Conduct Award (3) and numerous unit commendations, 
campaign medals and service ribbons. 

When asked, “What is the best advice you’ve gotten in 
the Navy?” our Sailors of the Year had this to say: 

View Clip (RT: 1:41) 
View Gallery (7 Photos) 
Broadcast Clip - Navy 2011 Sailors Of The Year Share 

"Best Advice" 
(YOUTUBE 17 MAY 12) U.S. Navy 
The 2011 Navy Sailors of the Year were asked, "What is 

the best advice you've gotten in the Navy?" This video 
highlights their responses. 

View Clip (RT: 1:47) 

Return to Index 
 

3. USS George H.W. Bush Receives Fleet's Top Honors 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 17 MAY 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Timothy Daughton, USS George H.W. Bush 
Public Affairs 

NORFOLK, Va. -- USS George H. W. Bush (CVN 77) 
received the fleet's highest recognition for superior operational 

performance and excellence in safety during an awards 
ceremony in the ship's hangar bay, May 16. 
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Adm. John C. Harvey, commander, U.S. Fleet Forces 
(USFF), Rear Adm. Ted N. Branch, commander, Naval Air 
Force Atlantic and Rear Adm. Brian C. Prindle, commander, 
Naval Safety Center, presented the Battenberg Cup Award, 
2011 Battle "E" Award and the Admiral Flatley Memorial 
Award, respectively, to CVN 77. 

Prindle presented the Admiral Flatley award to 
Electronics Technician 3rd Class Thomas Ackerson, Lt. Cmdr. 
Matthew Nieswand, from Carrier Air Wing (CVW) 8, and 
Cmdr. Patrick Honeck, command safety officer, who accepted 
the award on the behalf of CVN 77 and CVW-8 for their 
overall safety performance. 

In 2011, the CVN 77 and CVW-8 team logged more than 
250 days underway, 30,000 flight hours, 14,000 sorties 
launched including 11,000 catapults shot, 15,000 aircraft 
recoveries and zero mishaps. 

"The Bush and CVW-8 team, integrated professional 
execution of risk management in all you did and results, 
remarkably, speak for themselves," Prindle said. 

The award is based on the overall safety record, including 
the number of Class A and B mishaps experienced by the ship 
and air wing, their exposure to hazards during the year, and a 
type commander assessment of the ship's safety program; 
including an evaluation of Operational Risk Management 
(ORM) readiness. 

"A lot of safety is ORM driven," Honeck said. "Along 
with ORM, we also monitor 18 different Navy Safety and 
Occupational Health programs on board; everything from eye 
hazards, hearing protection, electrical safety and heat stress, to 
inspections of all of the ladders, trunks, hatches and non-skid 
aboard the ship." 

Branch presented the 2011 Battle "E" award to Operations 
Specialist 1st Class Shanika Simms and Lt. Eric Andrews, as 
CVN 77 was selected as the top carrier in the Atlantic Fleet in 
the 2011 Commander Naval Air Force Carrier Battle 
Efficiency and Departmental Awards Program. 

"The Battle 'E' award means that you have done 
everything not just well, but you have done everything the 
best," Branch said. "You have demonstrated excellence in all 
your warfighting capabilities and mission sets. In the short 
span of time that you have had to become operational and go 
to the tip of the spear to exercise your mission set and 
accomplishing the Navy's mission and doing it with such 
precision and such great results, is just simply incredible." 

The Battle Efficiency Award, or Battle "E," recognizes 
superior operational performance, an assessment of the crew 
of George H.W. Bush who won the honors on the heels of the 
ship's first combat deployment. It was a clean sweep for the 
Navy's newest aircraft carrier, earning all 13 departmental 
awards and an additional nod to the combined George H.W. 
Bush and CVW-8 carrier maintenance team, making CVN 77 
the only operational carrier to win honors in all categories. 

"Winning the Battle 'E' is a great accomplishment and a 
testament to the skill of any crew, but it's all the more 
meaningful when you consider the fact that our crew earned it 
during the ship's maiden deployment, the first deployment 
ever for 40 percent of our Sailors," said George H.W. Bush 
Commanding Officer Capt. Brian E. Luther. 

"I think the very essence of our success was teamwork. 
We had a common goal and we worked together to achieve 
that," said CVN 77 Command Master Chief (SW/AW) David 

Colton. "A key element is leadership. We train ourselves and 
we train our subordinates, and that's culminated in the clean 
sweep. I'm exceptionally proud of every member of this crew, 
because every one of them played a role in this, from the 
Sailors launching the aircraft up on deck to the Sailors 
working in the ship's laundry, it was truly an all hands effort 
that paid off." 

Harvey presented the Battenberg Cup Award to 
Electrician's Mate 1st Class Daniel Kliche and Chief Navy 
Counselor Aaron Jackson, recognizing the George H.W. Bush 
crew as the top unit in USFF. The award is presented to the 
premier vessel among aircraft carriers, surface ships and 
submarines where they are ranked for "Battle Efficiency" and 
achievements in other areas such as operations, administration 
and leadership. 

The Battenberg Cup, also known as the British Challenge 
Cup, was initiated by Rear Adm. Prince Louis of Battenberg. 
Under his command in 1905, four armored cruisers from the 
British Second Cruiser Squadron made a goodwill cruise to 
Annapolis, Md. Washington, D.C. and New York. The visit 
was hosted by then-Rear Adm. Robley D. Evans, commander 
in chief of the Atlantic Fleet. After returning to Great Britain, 
he created the cup to recognize the "good fellowship and 
wonderful entertainments" he and his men experienced in their 
visit to the United States. The large silver trophy he made 
stood three feet high and 11 inches in diameter at the top. 

Battenberg mailed the cup to Evans, with an 
accompanying letter stating the cup was intended for the 
enlisted men under Evans' command. The letter also requested 
the cup to become a challenge cup. In accordance with 
Battenberg's wishes, Evans subsequently set up racing rules so 
that British sailors would compete with American Sailors in 
using U.S. Navy standard racing cutters. 

From 1906 until 1940, competitions were held until the 
war years disrupted them and they never resumed until 1978. 
That year Adm. Isaac C. Kidd Jr., commander in chief, U.S. 
Atlantic Fleet; reinstated the Battenberg Cup Award, not for 
racing cutters, but as a symbol of operational excellence 
within the Atlantic Fleet. 

"You have institutionalized excellence and the right way 
to do business in the United States Navy, taking the might and 
mission of the Unites States on deployment," Harvey said. 
"That's what you have done and you have done it better than 
anybody else in the Navy." 

Other ships in the Battenberg Cup competition included 
the guided-missile cruiser USS Leyte Gulf (CG 55) 
representing Naval Surface Forces Atlantic; and the nuclear 
submarine USS New Hampshire (SSN 778) representing 
Submarine Force Atlantic. 

"Today, I join my father in thanking you for not only 
serving this nation but for making sure the Avenger rises to 
the top. The Battenberg Cup and Admiral Flatley Memorial 
Awards are the result of your passion, your commitment to the 
Navy, to serving others, to safety and to quite simply, being 
the best the Atlantic fleet has to offer," Koch said. "The 'E' in 
the Battle 'E' stands for efficiency, but I know it represents 
many more attributes all of you process; excellence, 
experience, expertise and elite. My dad is honored and 
humbled by the work and dedication of each of you, the elite 
leaders and crew of this ship." 
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"This is a perfect example of hard work being recognized 
and I am honored to be the commanding officer to the crew. 
Receiving these awards shows the relentless dedication and 

superior performance the crew on this warship displays on a 
continuous basis to keep it maintained at the highest levels of 
excellence," said Luther. 
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4. Navy Commissions Amphibious Transport Dock Ship San Diego 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 17 MAY 12) ... Department of Defense Public Affairs 

WASHINGTON -- The Navy will commission the newest 
San Antonio-class amphibious transport dock ship San Diego 
during a 10 a.m. PDT ceremony Saturday, May 19, 2012, in 
San Diego, Calif. 

The ship is named for the city of San Diego, principal 
homeport of the Pacific fleet, and honors the people of 
"America's Finest City" and its leaders for their continuous 
support of the military. 

Three previous ships have carried the name San Diego -- 
the armored cruiser named in 1914, the World War II-era 
cruiser commissioned in 1942 and the combat stores ship 
commissioned in 1969. 

Adm. Mark Ferguson, vice chief of naval operations, will 
deliver the ceremony's principal address. Additional remarks 
will be given by Jerry Sanders, mayor, City of San Diego; 
Sean J. Stackley, assistant secretary of the Navy (research, 
development and acquisition); Vice Adm. Richard W. Hunt, 
commander Naval Surface Forces; Maj. Gen. Ronald Bailey, 
commanding general, 1st Marine Division; and Rear Adm. 
David H. Lewis, program executive officer - ships. 

Linda Winter, wife of Former Secretary of the Navy 
Donald C. Winter, is serving as the ship's sponsor. In a time-
honored Navy tradition, she will give the order to "man our 
ship and bring her to life!" 

Designated as LPD 22, the USS San Diego is the sixth 
amphibious transport dock ship in the San Antonio class. The 
principal mission of LPD 17 San Antonio-class ships is to 
deploy combat and support elements of Marine Expeditionary 
Units and Brigades. With the capability of transporting and 
debarking air cushion or conventional landing craft and 
augmented by helicopters or MV-22 vertical take-off and 
landing aircraft, these ships support amphibious assault, 
special operations, and expeditionary warfare missions. The 
USS San Diego will provide improved warfighting capabilities 
including an advanced command-and-control suite, increased 
lift capability in vehicle and cargo-carrying capacity, and 
advanced ship survivability features. 

Cmdr. Kevin P. Meyers, a native of Baltimore, is the 
commanding officer of the ship, leading a crew of 

approximately 377 officers and enlisted personnel. Upon 
commissioning, the USS San Diego will be homeported in San 
Diego, Calif., as a part of the U.S. Third Fleet. 

Built by Huntington Ingalls Industries in Pascagoula, 
Miss., the USS San Diego is 684 feet in length, has an overall 
beam of 105 feet, a navigational draft of 23 feet, displaces 
about 24,900 tons and is capable of embarking a landing force 
of about 800 Marines. Four turbo-charged diesel engines 
power the ship to sustained speeds in excess of 22 knots. 

This event will be aired live on the U.S. Navy Facebook 
page http://www.facebook.com/usnavy and Livestream 
channel (http://www.livestream.com/usnavy) beginning at 10 
a.m. PDT. Join the conversation on social media using 
#ClassyLPD. 

Take A Visual Tour Of The New Warship San Diego 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 17 MAY 12) Gary 

Robbins 
The Navy's newest ship -- the amphibious transport dock 

San Diego -- will be commissioned on May 19th at Navy Pier, 
next to the USS Midway Museum. This is the first U.S. 
warship named San Diego that will actually be home-ported 
here. 

The ship will undergo further modifications and upgrades 
in the coming months, and then will be go through advanced 
training exercises. The ship's commander, Kevin Meyers, says 
it will be a year or more before the San Diego deploys for the 
first time. The 678-foot vessel was designed to transport 
hundreds of Marines, equipment, and some offensive weapons 
as the M1A1 tank. 

Some Fast Facts: 

 There are 750 miles of cable on the ship, and 100 
miles of piping 

 The ship also has 1,109 compartments 

 Workers applied 77,736 gallons of paint to the San 
Diego 

 The ship has 12,035 tons of steel 

View Clip (RT: 1:25) 
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5. Navy Doing Good 
(PITTSBURGH TRIBUNE-REVIEW 18 MAY 12) ... Rear Adm. Craig S. Faller 

The U.S. Navy is "America's Navy." We operate from the 
world's oceans in high-tech ships, submarines and aircraft, 
ensuring freedom of the sea, fighting wars or providing 
humanitarian assistance. 

The importance of water to America's way of life is 
reflected in numbers. About 70 percent of the Earth's surface 
is covered by water, about 80 percent of the world's 
population lives near water and about 90 percent of all 
international trade travels by water. 

As the former commander of the USS John C. Stennis 
aircraft carrier strike group, I led a team of highly trained 

professionals. In January, we thwarted a piracy attempt, 
captured the pirates and freed innocent Iranian fishermen held 
hostage. 

We were simultaneously launching aircraft from the 
carrier for combat missions over Afghanistan. We also 
conducted intense training with Navy SEALs and Explosive 
Ordnance Disposal technicians. America's Navy is a powerful 
warfighting force. 

America's Navy is also a global force for good, where 
"good" can be in the form of humanitarian assistance but can 
also be in the form of a cruise missile launched from a 
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submarine, like the USS Pittsburgh, targeting a terrorist 
hideout. 

I grew up in a small town north of Pittsburgh. An avid 
Steelers fan, I am accustomed to winning. After 29 years of 

service, I like to say your Navy is America's away team -- 
playing winning defense and offense for 200-plus years. 

The writer, a native of Fryburg, visited with local 
corporate, civic, government, university and nonprofit officials 
on Wednesday. 
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CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
6. Navy Ship Arrives At Calif. Port After Collision 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 17 MAY 12) ... Julie Watson 

SAN DIEGO — Sporting crumpled catwalks and 
smashed lifeboats, the U.S. Navy vessel USS Essex managed 
to glide into San Diego Bay on Thursday, 24 hours after 
colliding with a tanker when the aging warship's steering 
apparently failed. 

Families of the crew aboard the "Iron Gator" waved 
homemade flags in celebration as the 21-year-old amphibious 
assault ship — which officials say needs to be overhauled — 
came into view through the morning's thick marine layer. 

Wednesday's midmorning crash 120 miles off the coast of 
Southern California resulted in no injuries or fuel spills. The 
844-foot-long Essex, which looks like a small aircraft carrier, 
was carrying 982 crew members. The tanker, the 677-foot 
USNS Yukon, was carrying 82. 

"To me, it felt like a minor earthquake," said Navy 
photographer Duke Richardson from Jersey City, N.J., who 
was in a photo lab on the Essex when it struck the Yukon. 

He said some of the "newbies" on board were in a "state 
of shock" and let out some interesting "four-letter words" 
when the boat jolted and the collision alarms sounded. 

Someone yelled "Man Down! Man Down!" the standard 
call to get emergency responders in place. No one was struck 
or fell. It was all over in less than a minute. 

Andi Farquhar, the wife of a 36-year-old Sailor, said her 
husband called her from the ship and said something bad had 
happened. She said he told her there was a collision but gave 
no details. 

"I'm pretty sure it was scary," Farquhar said. 
Navy officials say they were still assessing the damage 

and did not have a damage estimate yet. 
Officials showed reporters Thursday where the Yukon 

bumped into the Essex. 
The warship looked like it had been in a super-sized 

fender bender at sea: Its starboard aircraft elevator was 
scraped and dented, and its railing bowed back the wrong way. 
A small section of catwalks were crumpled, and capsules 
holding lifeboats were smashed. Some of the guardrails were 
split open. 

Joe Derie, a retired Coast Guard officer who specializes in 
marine accident investigations, said the costliest repair could 
be to the aircraft elevator, depending on the damage. 

"That's where the big bucks could be," he said. 
The Yukon arrived Wednesday afternoon at the Navy 

base in Coronado, Calif. Lt. Beth Teach said it suffered 
structural damage to its flight deck, lifeboats and davits, the 

arm-like structures that raise and lower small boats out of the 
water. 

Officials were investigating what caused the steering to 
malfunction as the Essex lined up next to the Yukon to 
position itself to be refueled. They said they couldn't say how 
fast the ships were moving at the time of the crash because the 
investigation was under way. 

The standard speed for ships lining up to refuel at sea is 
about 13 knots, or 15 mph. No lines or hoses had been 
connected because the two vessels were just approaching each 
other. 

Navy officials said it was the Essex's first collision. 
The vessel was returning from a 12-year stint in Japan to 

its homeport of San Diego and was scheduled for 
maintenance. 

The Essex is in definite need of maintenance after being 
stationed so long in Sasebo, Japan, as command ship for the 
Navy's Expeditionary Strike Group 7, officials said. It will be 
in the shipyard for a year to get needed upgrades and repairs. 

"This ship's overdue," said ship spokesman Joe Kane. "It's 
like any machine or your car, you got to bring it in." 

Last year, a piece of equipment aboard the Essex failed 
due to general wear and tear, and the ship was unable to 
participate in an exercise called Cobra Gold, said Cmdr. Ron 
Steiner, spokesman for the 7th Fleet. 

Steiner said the Navy's Pacific ships adhere to rigorous 
maintenance standards but scheduled maintenance periods 
have been interrupted by events. Last year, Amphibious Force 
7th Fleet ships participated in 17 scheduled bilateral exercises 
and also helped with the recovery efforts in the aftermath of 
the Japan earthquake. 

The Essex was traveling with a new crew that came 
aboard for the 17-day trip to California. The ship recently 
underwent a crew swap with another amphibious assault ship, 
the Bonhomme Richard, as part of a standard procedure in the 
Navy to keep its ships operating. 

The Yukon, which was launched in 1993, has been 
involved in at least two previous collisions, including on Feb. 
27, 2000, when it collided with a 135-foot civilian cargo ship 
while trying to enter Dubai's Jebel Ali port in the United Arab 
Emirates. The Yukon sustained minor damage. 

Less than five months later, it was hit by the USS Denver 
during refueling off the coast of Hawaii. Both ships sustained 
heavy damage. 

Return to Index 
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7. USS Makin Island Arrives In Malaysia 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 17 MAY 12) ... USS Makin Island Public Affairs 

SEPANGAR, Malaysia -- The amphibious assault ship 
USS Makin Island (LHD 8), along with the embarked 11th 
Marine Expeditionary Unit (MEU), arrived in Sepangar, 
Malaysia May 18, for a port visit. 

The visit is part of the U.S. Navy's ongoing commitment 
to theater security cooperation and partnership with allied 
navies, and presents an opportunity to promote peace and 
stability in the Asia-Pacific Region. 

During the visit, Sailors and Marines will have an 
opportunity to experience the Malaysian culture and take part 
in a variety of Morale, Welfare and Recreation (MWR) events. 
Many Sailors and Marines will also be participating in 
community service projects in the local area. 

"The Sailors and Marines of Makin Island have been 
looking forward to visiting Malaysia for several months" said 
Capt. Cedric Pringle, Makin Island's commanding officer. 
"We have worked hard at sea and this port visit is an 
opportunity to add to the great memories of our maiden 
deployment. As ambassadors of the United States, we are also 
looking forward to professionally representing our country 
while experiencing the hospitality of the Malaysian people and 
their culture." 

While in Malaysia, many Makin Island Sailors and 
Marines are expected to take advantage of MWR tours, local 
attractions and sporting events with the Royal Malaysian 
Navy. 

Kristen Venoy, Makin Island's MWR "Fun Boss," said 
she hopes all Makin Island Sailors and Marines have a 
memorable port visit to Malaysia. 

"We have scheduled several great tours, and we don't 
want anyone to miss out on the opportunity to experience all 
that Malaysia has to offer," said Venoy. 

This is the first time Makin Island has visited Malaysia. 
The ship and its crew, along with the embarked 11th MEU, 
departed San Diego Nov. 14, 2011, on deployment. 

Makin Island is the first U.S. Navy ship to deploy using a 
hybrid-electric propulsion system. By using this unique 
propulsion system, the Navy expects over the course of the 
ship's lifecycle, to see fuel savings of more than $250 million, 
proving the Navy's commitment to energy awareness and 
conservation. 

This initiative is one of many throughout the Navy and 
Marine Corps that will enable the Department of the Navy to 
achieve the Secretary of the Navy's energy goals to improve 
our energy security and efficiency afloat and ashore, increase 
our energy independence and help lead the nation toward a 
clean energy economy. 

Makin Island is the flagship of the Makin Island 
Amphibious Ready Group that is currently deployed to the 
U.S. 7th Fleet area of operations. 

The 7th Fleet area of operations includes more than 52 
million square miles of the Pacific and Indian oceans, 
stretching from the international date line to the east coast of 
Africa, and from the Kuril Islands in the north to the Antarctic 
in the south. 
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8. Phoenix Express 2012 Pre-Sail Conference Marks Start To Underway Exercise 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 17 MAY 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Caitlin Conroy, Commander, U.S. Naval Forces 
Europe-Africa/U.S. 6th Fleet Public Affairs 

SOUDA BAY, Crete -- Service members from European, 
North African and U.S. Naval forces participated in a pre-sail 
conference kickoff for Exercise Phoenix Express 2012 (PE12) 
at the NATO Maritime Interdiction Operational Training 
Center (NMIOTC) in Souda Bay May 16. 

Leadership from U.S. 6th Fleet, the NMIOTC and the 
participating ships took part in the event, during which they 
discussed the at-sea training portion of the exercise. 

"Maritime interdiction operations is a mission that I do 
not see diminishing in importance," said Capt. Bradley Martin, 
commodore, U.S. 6th Fleet's Task Force 68. "I'm very glad 
that we have an exercise like this that does such a great job of 
training different navies to carry out the mission." 

The at-sea portion of PE12 focuses on improving 
maritime domain awareness and interaction between forces 
afloat and the combined maritime operations center ashore. 
Combined maritime forces will execute a series of training 

scenarios exercising force protection measures, boarding 
procedures, search and rescue, replenishment at sea, and 
helicopter operations. 

"Phoenix Express is a great opportunity for many 
different nations to work together," said Hellenic navy 
Commodore Adrianos Poulos, commodore of the NMIOTC. 
"We develop common tactics in maritime interdiction 
operations and create new friendships among the participating 
crews." 

PE12, a multinational maritime exercise between 
Southern European, North African and U.S. Naval forces, is 
designed to improve cooperation among participating nations 
and help increase safety and security in the Mediterranean 
Sea. 

Participating countries in PE12 include Algeria, Croatia, 
Egypt, Greece, Italy, Libya, Morocco, Spain, Tunisia, Turkey 
and the United States. 
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9. Veterinarian Organization Takes Part In Pacific Partnership 2012 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 17 MAY 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist Seaman Clay M. Whaley, Pacific Partnership 2012 Public 
Affairs 

USNS MERCY, At Sea -- World Vets, a non-
governmental organization (NGO), embarked aboard the 

Military Sealift Command hospital ship USNS Mercy (T-AH 
19) May 17, to provide veterinary assistance to host nations of 
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Indonesia, Philippines, Vietnam and Cambodia as part of 
Pacific Partnership 2012 (PP12). 

The organization has been a participant in Pacific 
Partnership since 2009, and provides veterinary aid to 
developing countries and veterinary disaster relief worldwide. 

"World Vets was founded in 2006, by an American 
veterinarian to create a global organization dedicated to the 
spaying and neutering of cats and dogs," said Helle B. 
Hydeskov, volunteer veterinarian from Denmark. "The 
organization has expanded into something far greater, and now 
provides a diverse variety of veterinary aid worldwide. World 
Vets is currently providing veterinary assistance in 36 
countries." 

World Vets will work with U.S. Army Veterinary Corps 
service members, and partner nations to perform a range of 
procedures including castrations, spayings, disease treatment, 
vaccinations and de-worming. 

"It's important to perform these types of procedures for 
the welfare of the animals, but also to help prevent veterinary 
diseases from effecting humans," said Army Capt. Shannon 
McLean, Veterinary Corps Officer. 

"PP12 is a very special and unique opportunity," said 
Hydeskov. "I am really looking forward to seeing a 

completely different aspect of veterinary medicine and how 
other parts of the world are providing veterinary care." 

All of the veterinarians attached to the mission have years 
of experience working with animals. 

"I've wanted to be a veterinarian since I was five-years-
old, and I never deviated away from that plan," said McLean. 
"Being a veterinarian gives me a great sense of pride and self-
fulfillment. Nothing compares to the feeling of saving an 
animal that wouldn't have made it without veterinary 
treatment." 

"I am participating in PP12 because I had such a great 
experience participating in Continuing Promise 2011, and I 
knew I wanted to do a similar mission again," said Hydeskov. 

Hydeskov said another one of her goals is to share her 
knowledge and experience, so others might have a better 
understanding of diseases and nutritional management. 

"I think this mission is a great opportunity to provide 
veterinary aid in developing countries and to see the world in a 
different way," she said. 

Pacific Partnership is the largest annual humanitarian and 
civic assistance mission in the Asia Pacific Region and is 
designed to strengthen regional relationships and increase 
interoperability between the United States, partner nations, 
and international humanitarian and relief organizations. 

Return to Index 
 
 

GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
10. Obama Aims To Gain Consensus From NATO, G-8 Summits 
More certainty on euro crisis and Afghan withdrawal sought 
(WASHINGTON POST 18 MAY 12) ... David Nakamura 

Eager to avoid any setbacks that would distract the 
president’s attention from the U.S. economy in an election 
year, the Obama administration hopes to use a pair of summits 
with foreign leaders this weekend to develop some consensus 
around an international response to both the European debt 
crisis and the war in Afghanistan. 

The back-to-back gatherings bring together the leaders of 
eight of the world’s richest economies at the Group of Eight 
summit at the presidential country retreat at Camp David, 
followed by a larger meeting of 61 NATO members and other 
allies in his home town of Chicago. 

The twin summits offer a test of President Obama’s 
leadership at a time of great uncertainty in several of his 
administration’s core foreign policy challenges. 

White House officials said Thursday that Obama, at 
Camp David, will share his vision of a comprehensive 
approach to containing the fallout from Greece’s ongoing 
financial meltdown, which gained urgency amid renewed fears 
this week that the country would pull out of the euro currency 
zone. 

The administration has offered advice and technical 
assistance as European leaders tried to respond to the crisis 
with hefty infusions of bailout funds and inexpensive loans to 
struggling banks. But fresh political turmoil in Greece, along 
with the election of a new French president, Francois 
Hollande, has reignited the debate over whether Europe should 
pursue a different course — and put pressure on the White 
House to consider a more aggressive U.S. intervention. 

Before heading to Camp David late Friday, Obama will 
meet at the White House with Hollande, whose campaign for 

economic stimulus to help contain the financial fallout by 
sparking growth has contrasted sharply with the views of 
German Chancellor Angela Merkel, who has led the push for 
stricter austerity measures. 

Although Hollande’s message has echoed the economic 
argument Obama has advanced in the United States, White 
House advisers said the president does not intend to exploit 
the differences between Hollande and Merkel, both of whom 
will participate at the Camp David summit. 

Obama intends to lead a discussion about “specific steps” 
to move forward, national security adviser Thomas E. Donilon 
said in a briefing for reporters Thursday. “But I don’t think 
that the nature of these conversations are going to be anything 
like taking one side or the other and trying to exploit. The 
nature of these conversations will be about a coherent and 
common goal of having ... the current crisis managed well and 
getting on a path towards sustainable recovery.” 

Administration officials touted the Camp David summit 
as the largest gathering of world leaders ever at the 
presidential retreat. Only twice before have foreign leaders 
been invited there — Jimmy Carter played host to Menachem 
Begin of Israel and Anwar Sadat of Egypt in 1978, and Bill 
Clinton met with Israel’s Ehud Barak and Palestinian leader 
Yasser Arafat in 2000. 

But the absence of Russian President Vladi-mir Putin, 
who sent Prime Minister Dmitry Medvedev in his place, has 
put a damper on this weekend’s event, complicating the 
Obama administration’s effort to achieve a “reset” in relations 
with the Russian leadership. 
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The Group of Eight leaders also are expected to discuss a 
series of security issues, including political unrest in Syria, the 
suspected nuclear weapons programs in Iran and North Korea, 
and the Afghan war. 

During two days of NATO meetings, which begin Sunday 
in Chicago, the chief topic will be the timeline for NATO's 
hand-over of security responsibility to Afghanistan's forces. 
NATO agreed at its November 2010 summit in Lisbon that the 
Afghans would assume control at the end of 2014, the exit 
deadline for coalition combat forces. 

Since then, as public disapproval of the war has risen and 
the coalition has become increasingly anxious to test Afghan 
force capabilities, Defense Secretary Leon E. Panetta and 
others have indicated that the “transition” outlined in Lisbon 
would be accelerated, and that all of Afghanistan will be under 
Afghan security control by the end of 2013, while the coalition 
continues to provide assistance and backup for another year 
until the withdrawal of NATO troops. 

One administration official said the hope was that the 
NATO meetings would produce “a comprehensible statement 
that doesn’t confuse everybody” on the gradual transition to 
Afghan security force responsibility. 

Michael O’Hanlon, a senior fellow at the Brookings 
Institute, said that “NATO is going to want to signal that it’s 
being a little bit more patient than it tends to get credit for, in 
terms of how it executes the drawdown path. And that there 
will be no radical change to this, despite what any one 
member, like France, may decide in the next few months, 
[and] despite the electoral and political pressures Obama’s 
feeling in the United States.” 

On his way home from Chicago on Monday evening, 
Obama will return to domestic matters, stopping in Joplin, 
Mo., to deliver a high school commencement address in a 
community ravaged by a tornado in the spring of 2011. 
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11. Senate Gears Up For Law Of The Sea Treaty Push 
(THE HILL 17 MAY 12) ... Julian Pecquet 

The Senate Foreign Relations Committee has scheduled a 
hearing next week on the decades-old international Law of the 
Sea Treaty, confirming the Senate's desire to try again for 
ratification after failing five years ago. 

The treaty is championed by the State and Defense 
departments, which argue that the treaty would create a new 
legal framework for the peaceful resolution of territorial 
disputes. It has already been signed by more than 160 
countries. 

Defense Secretary Leon Panetta, Secretary of State 
Hillary Clinton and Joint Chiefs of Staff Chairman Martin 
Dempsey are all slated to testify Wednesday, underscoring 
that ratification is a priority for the administration. The Senate 
is expected to take it up this summer. 

Critics say the treaty would hamper the U.S. Navy's 
ability to operate as it sees fit while giving the International 
Seabed Authority the power to distribute a portion of oil and 
gas royalties from offshore operations. 

Sen. Jim DeMint (R-S.C.) is leading the opposition and 
has already amassed at least 24 signatures on a letter opposing 
the treaty — 10 short of the 34 needed to defeat passage of a 
treaty, which requires a two-thirds vote in the Senate. 

“The Law of the Sea Convention encompasses economic 
and technology interests in the deep sea, redistribution of 
wealth from developed to undeveloped nations, freedom of 
navigation in the deep sea and exclusive economic zones 
which may impact maritime security, and environmental 
regulation over virtually all sources of pollution,” the letter 
states. 

Foreign Affairs Committee Chairman John Kerry (D-
Mass.) said the hearing would be a good chance to inform 
panel members, all but four of whom are freshmen. 

“The hearing will provide an opportunity for the Pentagon 
and the Joint Chiefs and the State Department to make the 
case to our committee why they believe ratification of Law of 
the Sea is so important to our national security,” Kerry said in 
announcing the hearing. “We haven’t examined the treaty 
since 2007, and there are many new members of the 
committee who weren’t here for the last discussion.” 

Sen. Jim Webb (D-Va.), the chairman of the Senate 
Foreign Relations East Asian and Pacific Affairs 
subcommittee, applauded the decision. 

“I have repeatedly called for ratification of the Law of the 
Sea to advance U.S. security, economic and environmental 
interests around the world,” Webb said in a statement. “The 
unresolved and increasing confrontations over sovereignty and 
other issues in the Pacific Ocean areas from Northeast to 
Southeast Asia — including those involving U.S. vessels — 
underscore the need for long-term, multilateral resolutions, 
such as those afforded by this treaty. 

“I welcome Chairman Kerry’s decision to hold hearings 
on the treaty, as Sen. Coons and I requested on April 16. Past 
administrations — both Democratic and Republican — and 
the U.S. Navy, Coast Guard and other branches of our armed 
forces support the convention. It is past time for the Senate to 
fulfill its constitutional duty to provide advice and consent of 
the treaty.” 
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12. Commander Seeks Better Military-To-Military Relations With China 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 17 MAY 12) ... Jim Garamone 

WASHINGTON- Chinese and American officials 
recognize the importance of good, uninterrupted military-to-
military relations, and the commander of U.S. Pacific 
Command will do what he can to further that goal. 

Navy Adm. Samuel J. Locklear III spoke about his new 
command and the importance he places in building the U.S. 
military relationship with China during a recent interview. 

"The last thing you want to have is miscalculation 
between large militaries," the admiral said. "You want 
diplomacy to work. Militaries should only come into play 
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when diplomacy fails, and then they should work hard to get 
you back into a diplomatic dialogue where real peace lies." 

The U.S.-China military relationship has been rocky. 
China broke off military-to-military relations with the United 
States in January 2010, when the United States announced it 
would sell arms to Taiwan. For months, military relations 
were frozen, then they slowly warmed. In 2011, the military-
to-military relationship resumed. Then-Defense Secretary 
Robert M. Gates stressed that it was particularly in times of 
stress between the nations that such ties were important. 

Gates visited China in January 2011, and his Chinese 
counterpart, Gen. Liang Guanglie, just finished a visit to the 
United States. The visit went forward even as arms sales to 
Taiwan again hit the news. 

Chinese government officials face many decisions as the 
country moves forward. The nation has had stupendous 
growth over the past 30 years, and year-to-year growth in 
gross domestic product remains high. The Chinese army is 
benefiting from the booming economy, and Chinese officials 
are modernizing the military. 

"They are an emerging power, and we are a mature 
power," Locklear said. "How they emerge, and how we 
encourage them will be an important key to both China and 
the United States." 

The Chinese have many choices to make, and better 
military-to-military communications will allow both nations to 
understand why officials are making these choices. All this is 
"for the good of the global security environment," Locklear 
said. 

The on-again, off-again nature of communications 
between the militaries doesn't help. "I think we may be 
reaching a turning point in that," he said. "Both nations realize 
that it's not in the best interests of anyone in the world for the 
U.S. and China to not have a favorable relationship with each 
other, and that good military-to-military relations [are] critical 
to that." 

Military-to-military contacts are one way to build trust 
between the nations, the admiral said. "You learn to operate 
together, you learn to cooperate, you learn about each other's 
families -- you get a personal view of each other." So when 
things happen, he added, commanders can reach out to one 
another. 

Sometimes it's impossible for capitals to talk to each 
other, the admiral said, and military commanders, with these 
types of contacts, sometimes can calm things down a bit. 

Locklear had just returned from a visit to Beijing, and 
said he came away encouraged by the progress. "I'm hopeful 
that we can continue to have a dialogue and just talk together," 
he said. "It doesn't mean we have to agree on everything." 

The United States and its closest allies don't agree on 
everything, he noted. "But I do believe we should not allow 
those disagreements prevent us from understanding each other 
in the places that we can, and allow us to control our appetite 
for disagreement," he said. 

The South China Sea is an area of contention, with China, 
Vietnam, the Philippines, Indonesia, Taiwan, Brunei, Malaysia 
and Cambodia asserting jurisdiction in various parts of the 
waterway, which covers an area from Singapore to Taiwan. 

"The United States doesn't take sides on competing 
territorial claims," Locklear said. "But we have an opinion on 
how we want those disputes to be resolved. First, we want 
them resolved by peaceful means and in accordance with 
customary law and by the things like the U.N. Convention on 
the Law of the Sea. There are ways to deal with this." 

Additionally, the United States calls upon all claimants to 
clarify their claims. 

The South China Sea is crucial to trade in the region and 
with the United States. Half of the trade for the United States 
flows through the region. Almost all of the oil for China and 
Japan flow through the waterway. 

There are competing claims to islands and seamounts in 
the sea, and how this plays out is of concern to the United 
States. "The way to deal with this is to settle in a forum where 
there can be as much win-win as possible," the admiral said. 
"But we want it done in a peaceful environment and we don't 
want a heavy hand from any side to enforce the process." 

While not taking sides, the United States has a national 
interest in the freedom of the seas -- including the South China 
Sea -- and has consistently opposed excessive maritime 
claims. U.S. forces will continue to preserve the rights, 
freedoms and uses of the sea guaranteed to all nations by 
conducting freedom of navigation missions in the area. 

While China is important to the U.S. strategy in the 
region, Locklear said, Korea is one area that keeps him awake 
at night. North Korea has a new leader, and more than half the 
population survives on fewer than 800 calories a day. The 
regime spent an inordinate amount of money to try to launch 
an ICBM, and there are rumblings that North Korea may 
continue to develop nuclear weapons. With the money that 
North Korea spent on its failed missile, "you could have fed 
20 million people for one year," the admiral said. 

Transnational threats also are a growing concern. 
Locklear said the cyber threat is the greatest transnational 
threat in the region, followed by terrorism. U.S. Pacific 
Command has an office dedicated to protecting its own 
networks and working with allies to combat cyber attacks. 
Locklear said he wants regional and international 
organizations to work together to define the rules of the 
Internet road. 

"In the area of violent terror organizations, we are seeing 
... a transition," the admiral said. "In the terror world, as you 
squeeze on one side of the balloon, it pops out somewhere 
else. Terrorists look for areas to exploit." 

Terror groups are drawn to areas where people are 
disenfranchised and poor. "We're seeing more of that in some 
areas of Asia and we are going to have to adapt our forces to 
deal with that," Locklear said. "But in the long run, I think the 
solution is prosperity, and a general sense of security that 
makes it so these terror networks can't survive." 

But the bottom line, the admiral said, is that the American 
people have to understand that the United States is a Pacific 
nation, with national interests that must be secured. 

"For six decades, the U.S. military presence in the Asia-
Pacific has provided the security infrastructure that basically 
underpins the prosperity in the region," he added. "This will 
continue." 
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13. Philippines Stops Protest Trip To Disputed Shoal 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 18 MAY 12) ... Teodoro Aljibe 

MASINLOC, Philippines — Philippine President 
Benigno Aquino told protesters to abort plans to sail Friday to 
a disputed South China Sea shoal also claimed by China, the 
leader of the group said. 

A group of about 20 people, led by outspoken former 
Philippine Marine officer Nicanor Faeldon and including 
television crews, was set to depart to Scarborough Shoal from 
the northern coastal town of Masinloc. 

China claims the shoal along with most of the South 
China Sea, even up to the coasts of its Asian neighbours, while 
the Philippines says the shoal is well within its 200-nautical-
mile exclusive economic zone. 

Cranking up tensions, both countries have had ships 
posted around the shoal since April 10, after Chinese vessels 
prevented a Philippine Navy ship from arresting Chinese 
fishermen. 

China and the Philippines have imposed separate fishing 
bans around the disputed area that came into effect on 
Wednesday, moves that were seen by some observers as a 
face-saving way for both claimants to back away from the 
row. 

Aquino's last-minute telephone call on Friday led to the 
protesters calling off their trip, protest leader Faeldon told 
reporters after speaking to the president on his mobile phone. 

"I received a call from the president requesting the 
postponement of this voyage.... I consulted the group and we 
agreed to concur with the wisdom of the government to 
postpone it," he added. 

Faeldon said earlier the trip aimed to galvanise global 
support for Philippine government's efforts to bring a peaceful 
solution to the maritime stand-off with its giant neighbour. 

The foreign department on Thursday said it did not want 
the trip to go ahead but Faeldon initially ignored the call, 
dismissing fears China would see it as provocative. 

But as the group started loading their equipment onto two 
fishing boats for a planned mid-morning launch Friday, 
Faeldon said he received a series of telephone calls, one from 
the coastguard and the last of them from Aquino. 

He said the president told him Philippine government 
representatives were currently in China to negotiate over the 
maritime dispute. 

"He said that he believed the postponement of this activity 
may do better for the resolution of this dispute," said Faeldon. 

Scarborough Shoal sits about 230 kilometres (140 miles) 
from the Philippines' main island of Luzon. The nearest major 
Chinese landmass is 1,200 kilometres northwest of the shoal, 
according to Philippine navy maps. 

Economic Planning Secretary Arsenio Balisacan said 
Thursday he expected "modest" economic fallout from the 
territorial dispute. 

China had imposed stricter quarantine restrictions on key 
Filipino fruit exports, the Philippine government said, and 
warned its citizens about travel safety in the Philippines. 

Philippine resorts were hit with Chinese tourist 
cancellations, while a Chinese airline cut flight frequencies to 
Manila. 

Faeldon has served time in prison and was discharged 
from the Philippine Marines for a 2003 coup attempt, but was 
granted amnesty last year. 

He has in the past called for civil disobedience and greater 
accountability in the Philippine military. 
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14. Warship's China Visit A Show Of Closer Ties 
(SYDNEY MORNING HERALD 17 MAY 12) ... Philip Wen 

SHANGHAI – It is a rare sight to behold – an Australian 
warship sailing gracefully through Shanghai's historic Bund 
with a Chinese flag fluttering proudly on its mast. 

Yet it is one the Australian government hopes to see more 
of as it seeks to prove that it can establish closer military and 
strategic co-operation with China, despite its historical 
alliance with the United States. 

The HMAS Ballarat, one of eight ANZAC-class guided 
missile frigates currently in commission, arrived yesterday and 
will embark on a series of low-level military exercises with 
the Chinese Navy to coincide with the 40th anniversary of 
diplomatic ties with China. 

It is also a public show of the military co-operation 
between the two nations that Foreign Affairs Minister Bob 
Carr has been at pains to emphasise during his visit. But at a 
range of high-level meetings this week tensions have been 
simmering over Australia's decision to allow 2500 U.S. 
marines to be deployed through Darwin. 

Chinese officials criticised Australia's intimate military 
relationship with the United States as a throwback to a "Cold 
War alliance," while defence analysts, both Australian and 

Chinese, have warned Australia risked alienating China by 
pursuing even closer military ties with the United States. 

Yesterday, the People's Liberation Army Navy's deputy 
chief of staff, Captain Li Jun, welcomed the Ballarat's 
Commander Jonathan Earley and his 182-strong crew. 

Captain Li remarked it was the 9th visit by an Australian 
navy ship to Shanghai. "Meeting you is like meeting an old 
friend," he said, before a banner marking the 40th anniversary 
was unfurled, and 40 Chinese officers were given a tour of the 
ship. 

Commander Earley said the military exercises in 
Shanghai – expected to include search and rescue, 
communication and manoeuvring missions – would help both 
sides better understand how they operate and help set the 
foundation for further co-operation. 

"Today's politics is confusing," Commander Earley told 
reporters. "There's a number of contentious issues around the 
world at the moment but certainly the idea is to alleviate some 
of that by coming out here and working together. We both 
have an interest to maintain a secure and stable maritime 
environment for both of our prosperities." 
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15. Schiebel Camcopter S-100 Operated From Chinese Frigate 
(FLIGHT GLOBAL 18 MAY 12) ... Greg Waldron 

SINGAPORE - A Chinese frigtate has been photographed 
operating a small unmanned helicopter that appears to be the 
Schiebel Camcopter S-100. 

Earlier this week, the Japanese Maritime Self Defense 
Force (JMSDF) released images of the unmanned air vehicle 
(UAV) and a Chinese Type 054A missile frigate taken by a 
surveillance aircraft. 

An industry source familiar with China's UAV sector says 
it is "common knowledge" in the industry that China obtained 
18 of the Austrian-built UAVs two years ago. 

"This is just a Schiebel UAV helicopter," he says, 
referring to the images. "China purchased 18 of these two 
years ago. It is the only UAV helicopter this size that is 
capable of taking off and landing aboard a ship." 

When contacted by Flightglobal, a Schiebel representative 
would neither confirm or deny a Chinese Camcopter deal. He 
would only say that it is company policy not to comment on 
individual sales. 

The Chinese version of the company's Camcopter 
brochure shows the S-100 operating from the fantail of a 

warship. The S-100 has also been successfully flown from 
warships operated by European navies. 

The UAV in the JMSDF photographs closely resembles 
the Camcopter. The landing struts appear to be slightly 
forward of the mid-fuselage sensor turret. The layout of the 
vertical stabiliser structure relative to the tail boom is also 
similar. Another photo appears to show a Camcopter sitting on 
the frigate's fantail. 

Moreover, the UAV's layout does not resemble other 
helicopter UAVs known to exist in China, such as the 
YOTAIS X200, AVIC U8E, or the Sunward Tech Star-lite 
SVU200. 

This the second time Japan's military has produced photos 
of helicopter UAVs near Chinese warships. In June 2011, it 
released grainy photos of a UAV (also resembling the S-100) 
flying near a Chinese warship, although it was not readily 
apparent that the aircraft was deployed from the ship. 

It is unclear whether the Chinese navy routinely deploys 
unmanned helicopters from its warships, or is simply testing 
procedures and tactics for such systems. 
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16. Two U.S.-Built Minehunters To Join Taiwan Navy 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 17 MAY 12) 

TAIPEI — Taiwan is due to receive two coastal 
minehunters from the United States within months, in a deal 
aimed at enhancing the island's ability to defend itself against 
China, the navy said Thursday. 

The two Osprey class vessels -- the world's second largest 
minehunters -- are expected to be delivered in the second half 
of this year, a navy spokesman told AFP, declining to provide 
a more specific timeframe. 

The state Central News Agency said the two vessels, 
currently being retrofitted after they were decommissioned 
from the U.S. Navy in 2006, are scheduled to be handed over 
to Taiwan in July. 

The vessels, capable of finding, classifying and 
destroying mines, will help Taiwan increase its anti-blockade 
capabilities in case of war with rival China, analysts say. 

The sale of the two vessels is part of a $6.4 billion arms 
deal that also includes Patriot missiles, Black Hawk 
helicopters and communications equipment for Taiwan's F-16 
fleet of fighter jets. 

When the arms package was first announced by the 
United States in 2010, Beijing retaliated swiftly, suspending 
military exchanges and security talks with Washington. 

Beijing still sees Taiwan as part of its territory awaiting 
reunification, by force if necessary, even though the island has 
governed itself since 1949. 

China has repeatedly threatened to invade Taiwan should 
the island declare formal independence, prompting Taipei to 
seek more advanced weapons, largely from the United States. 
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17. U.S. Envoy To Israel Says Nation Is Ready On Iran 
(NEW YORK TIMES 18 MAY 12) ... Jodi Rudoren 

JERUSALEM — The American ambassador to Israel said 
this week that not only was America willing to use military 
force to stop Iran from developing nuclear weapons, but that 
preparations had already been made for a possible attack. 

“It would be preferable to resolve this diplomatically and 
through the use of pressure than to use military force,” the 
ambassador, Dan Shapiro, said Tuesday at a meeting of the 
Israeli bar association. “But that doesn’t mean that option is 
not fully available. And not just available, but it’s ready. The 
necessary planning has been done to ensure that it’s ready.” 

While American leaders, including President Obama and 
his defense secretary and chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, 
have frequently said all options are on the table regarding Iran, 
the notion of specific plans being made is not something they 
typically talk about. 

In fact, at a March speech to the American Israel Public 
Affairs Committee, the pro-Israel lobby, Mr. Obama warned 
that “loose talk of war” could actually speed Tehran’s move 
toward weaponization, saying “now is not the time for 
bluster.” 

Some analysts here said Thursday that Mr. Shapiro’s 
remarks might have been aimed at reassuring an Israeli 
administration — and an Israeli public — worried that the 
United States was softening its stance ahead of the talks with 
Iran and other world powers scheduled for next week in 
Baghdad. 

Israeli officials, who describe a nuclear Iran as an 
existential threat, constantly talk about the possibility of a 
military strike if diplomacy fails, and some have tired of 
Jerusalem always playing the bad cop to Washington’s good 
cop. 
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“Any expression that all options are on the table can only 
strengthen the negotiations,” said Dore Gold, a former adviser 
to Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and now president of 
the Jerusalem Center for Public Affairs. 

“There’s an irony in the situation, because a hawkish 
position on Iran probably makes a peaceful diplomatic 
outcome more likely, and that could be what he was trying to 
do,” he said. 

Amos Yadlin, a former head of Israeli military 
intelligence who now runs the Institute for National Security 
Studies in Tel Aviv, said that “what’s important is to make the 
military option credible” and that Mr. Shapiro’s remarks did 
so. 

“If you’re saying that the military option is on the table 
and at the same time you transmit that a military option will be 
a doomsday and will be a World War III and the Middle East 
will be in flames, then nobody will take you seriously,” Mr. 
Yadlin noted. “A serious military, even if it’s not on the plan 
for next week or next month, but strategically thinking that 
this is an option, they have to prepare a contingency plan, that 
makes sense.” 

In Iran, officials reacted coolly to the ambassador’s 
remarks. “These are words to calm down the extremists and 
radicals in Israel,” said Hamid Reza Taraghi, a political 
analyst who is close to Iran’s supreme leader, Ayatollah Ali 
Khamenei. 

He said that if Iranians reacted to the remarks they would 
“without a doubt” have a negative effect on the coming talks. 

Mr. Taraghi, who has inside knowledge of the 
negotiations, emphasized that threats had never changed Iran’s 
position, and added, “Nor will such remarks be of any 
influence now.” 

He added, “When Americans understand there will be no 
Iranian nuclear weapon and our technology is not against their 
interest, there will be no need for threats.” 

While Iran insists its nuclear program is for civilian 
purposes, Israel and the United States suspect it aims for 
weaponization, something both governments see as 
unacceptable. The Obama administration has increasingly 
focused on diplomacy and sanctions as the crucial tools, while 
the Netanyahu government has emphasized the possibility of a 
strike on the nuclear facilities and a ticking clock for its 
effectiveness. 

“We do believe there is time — some time, not an 
unlimited amount of time,” Mr. Shapiro said, according to The 
Associated Press, which said it obtained a tape of the remarks. 

“But at a certain point, we may have to make a judgment that 
the diplomacy will not work.” 

Ambassador Shapiro, who spoke about Iran during a 
question-and-answer session with about 150 lawyers that was 
first reported by the Israeli newspaper Makor Rishon, declined 
to discuss the issue on Thursday. Spokesmen for the prime 
minister and the defense minister — both of whom were 
traveling abroad — also had no response. 

But one top official in the Netanyahu administration, 
speaking on the condition of anonymity because he was not 
authorized to do so publicly, called Mr. Shapiro’s comments 
“a significant contribution to making the American military 
threat credible,” though he noted that they were made in a 
low-profile forum. 

“Quite clearly he didn’t mean this to be public,” the 
official said. “For the Iranians to understand that they really 
mean it, they have to hear it publicly and clearly.” 

Meir Javedanfar, a lecturer on Iranian politics at the 
Interdisciplinary Center in Herzilya, said that Ambassador 
Shapiro’s statement was not just “a warning to Khamenei’s 
government in Tehran to take the upcoming negotiations 
seriously.” 

A second audience, he said, was “Republicans in the U.S. 
who have tried to hurt Obama’s credibility on Iran by saying 
that the president has been too soft on Iran and that Iran’s 
leadership don’t take his warnings regarding the existence of a 
possibly military option seriously.” 

Mr. Javedanfar’s colleague Shmuel Bar, director of 
studies at the Institute for Policy and Strategy in Herzilya, was 
unmoved by Mr. Shapiro’s statement. 

“Saying it is not enough,” Mr. Bar said. What would have 
more significant effect, he said, is to show actual preparations 
for a military option by, for example, increasing deployment 
in the Persian Gulf. 

“What actually the U.S. administration is doing is 
blowing hot and cold,” said Mr. Bar, who previously worked 
as an intelligence officer in the Israel Defense Force and in the 
prime minister’s bureau. “Actions do speak louder than words. 
The actions say the U.S. has a very strong aversion to any kind 
of military action.” 

Mr. Bar pointed to a recent post on the Web site of the 
Iranian supreme leader that he described as “an analysis of 
why the U.S. cannot and will not go to war.” 

“That is their candid evaluation of the situation,” he said. 
“When the Iranians see this, they say the Americans are doing 
everything they can to prevent Israel from attacking. 
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18. Pirate Guards Need Global Guidelines: U.N. Agency 
(REUTERS 17 MAY 12) ... Peter Griffiths 

LONDON - Armed guards employed on merchant ships 
to repel attacks by pirates should be subject to new standards 
to ensure they abide by international law while on the high 
seas, a United Nations agency said on Thursday. 

The International Maritime Organization, whose role is to 
improve the safety of global shipping, said it wanted a new set 
of global guidelines to be drawn up to help countries and 
shipping countries decide whether and how to deploy armed 
guards. 

"International standards or regimes should be 
established," IMO Secretary-General Koji Sekimizu told 
reporters. 

"That regime should not be made compulsory, but provide 
an international framework on which the flag state and the 
(shipping) companies may decide to employ arms on board. 

"This is not a permanent solution and arms on board will 
not be institutionalized. These are exceptional circumstances 
and we hope these are temporary measures," he said after an 
anti-piracy conference at the IMO's headquarters overlooking 
the River Thames in London. 
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Shipping companies are increasingly reliant on private 
guards to deter pirates armed with machine guns and rocket 
launchers who are prepared to take hostages and demand 
ransoms worth millions of dollars each year, particularly in the 
Arabian Sea and Indian Ocean. 

Naval patrols by NATO, the European Union and others 
have failed to stop attacks by Somali pirates, prompting ship 
owners to look for different ways to protect their cargoes and 
crew. 

Opponents of armed guards aboard merchant ships say 
their presence can escalate violence. There are also concerns 
about the guards' training and accountability, as well as 
uncertainty over their legal position if they kill suspected 
pirates. 

The IMO said it needed to hold more talks before 
publishing guidelines on private guards. Many of the guards 
are former military personnel employed by UK companies. 

"The measures that will be adopted ... are not above the 
law, they will all be in accordance with international and 
national law," said Rosalie Balkin, IMO assistant secretary-
general and its director of legal affairs. 

The difficulty of protecting ships was highlighted in 
February when Italian marines on a merchant vessel were 
accused of shooting dead two Indian fishermen they suspected 
of being pirates. India detained the marines, prompting a 
diplomatic row. 

Alternatives to armed guards include trying to outrun 
pirates and using water hoses, barbed wire or non-lethal 
electric fences. 

The threat was underlined earlier this month when Somali 
pirates hijacked a Greek-owned oil tanker carrying nearly one 
million barrels of oil in the Arabian Sea. 

Days later, European helicopter gunships attacked a pirate 
base on the Somali coast, destroying five speedboats in the 
first attack by EU forces on its coastline. 
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19. Brazil Navy Investigates New Oil Spill Off Coast 
(REUTERS 17 MAY 12) ... Jeb Blount 

BRASILIA - An oil spill was discovered off Brazil's coast 
near the country's Espirito Santo state, Brazil's Navy said on 
Thursday, the latest in a series of spills that have raised 
questions about the safety of a massive expansion of the 
country's oil production capacity. 

The Navy said it has sent a team to investigate and has no 
immediate estimate of the leak's size. Petrobras informed 
Ibama, Brazil's environmental protection agency, of the 
problem on Wednesday, said a press spokeswoman for the 
agency in Vitoria, Espirito Santo's capital. 

Spokespeople at Petrobras, the state-controlled oil 
company, declined to comment. 

Oil workers returning home after work offshore said there 
was an oil stain about 1 kilometer (0.6 mile) long on the ocean 
near the company's P-57 oil platform, the Folha de S. Paulo 
daily newspaper reported on Thursday. 

The P-57, a converted oil tanker, works in the Jubarte 
field about 85 kilometers (53 miles) off Brazil's coast. Jubarte 
produced 186,000 barrels of oil per day in February, or more 
than 8 percent of Brazil's total oil output of 2.1 million bpd, 
according to Brazil's oil regulator, the ANP. 

Jubarte is the fourth largest producing oil field in the 
country. When natural gas is added, production was equivalent 
to 198,000 barrels of oil per day (boepd). 

To tap its growing reserves, Petrobras plans to spend 
about $225 billion over five years to more than double output 
to about 6 million boepd in 2020 from 2.63 million barrels of 

oil and gas equivalent today. The vast majority of that oil will 
come from offshore fields near Rio de Janeiro and Sao Paulo. 

Recent spills, though, have cast a spotlight on Brazil's 
ambitious plans and its capacity to develop its giant, but 
technically challenging deepwater fields. Discoveries over the 
past five years rank among the largest anywhere in the last 
three decades and could allow Brazil to leapfrog the United 
States as the world's third-biggest oil producer. 

A spill in the Frade field south of Jubarte in November 
led to civil lawsuits seeking about $20 billion in damages and 
criminal charges against Chevron, which operates the field, as 
well as Transocean, its drilling contractor, and 17 of the two 
companies' employees. 

Chevron and its partners in the field decided to shut down 
output in Frade after additional, unexplained leaks were found 
in field waters in March. Frade produced 64,000 barrels a day 
of oil in February, the ANP said. 

Chevron and Transocean deny any wrongdoing. Chevron 
owns 52 percent of Frade and Petrobras owns 30 percent. The 
rest is owned by a Japanese group led by Inpex and Sojitz 
Corp. 

The ANP said officials were not immediately available 
for comment. 

Petrobras preferred shares, the company's most-traded 
class of stock, fell 3.37 percent to 18.62 reais in Sao Paulo 
trading. The benchmark Bovespa index of the most-traded 
stocks on the Sao Paulo stock exchange fell 0.33 percent. 
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PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
20. Roosevelt Safety Standown Focuses On Crew Move Aboard, Summer Season 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 17 MAY 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist Seaman Katie Lash, USS Theodore Roosevelt Public Affairs 

HAMPTON, Va. -- USS Theodore Roosevelt (CVN 71) 
conducted a safety standdown at the Hampton Roads 
Convention Center May 15, to focus on the ship's upcoming 
crew move aboard (CMA) and the importance for Sailors to 
make good decisions during the summer season. 

As the ship's CMA date approaches for the TR, which is 
in the final year of its Refueling Complex Overhaul (RCOH), 
safety remains a major concern for USS Theodore Roosevelt 
Commanding Officer Capt. William J. Hart, and he challenged 
the crew to think about why safety standdowns are important. 
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"You might think this is just another safety standdown, 
but it allows Sailors to get out of the work center for the day 
and take a second to think about safety and how it will affect 
us in the next few months," said Hart to the crew. 

The semi-annual safety standdown allowed the ship's 
leading officers, safety officers and ship organizations to 
address the crew in a relaxed atmosphere about safety 
concerns related to the upcoming summer months and 
challenges that present themselves during CMA. 

The three primary areas the standdown focused on were 
summer safety, traffic safety and personal health and 
responsibility. 

Cmdr. Robert Durlacher, the ship's safety officer, stressed 
the fact that every Sailor is a safety professional, and everyone 
needs to be conscious of their actions. 

"Safety is not what we do," said Durlacher. "It's a product 
of our professional conduct. It's a result of us doing the right 
thing, following guidelines and using proper procedures. It's 
doing things the right way and doing them safely." 

Durlacher said the purpose of the standdown is to get 
information out to the Sailors and make sure that everyone is 
on the same page. 

Routine topics such as drug and alcohol awareness, 
vehicle safety and suicide prevention were all addressed, as 
well as safety concerns related to the approaching summer 
months such as proper hydration, heat stress and motorcycle 
safety. 

Short briefings were also given on radiation health, 
electrical safety, continuous process improvement to make 
Sailors more aware of their surroundings and to protect 
themselves and others from dangers on the ship. 

The standdown also gave leading officers a chance to 
release information about the upcoming CMA. With Sailors 
scheduled to move back onto TR in the next four months, new 
information is constantly being updated and released. 

May 20 begins TR's four-month-long CMA process. 
During this process the ship will continue to be worked on in 

the shipyard; however, the crew will slowly begin to inherit 
the ship back and move aboard permanently. As portions of 
the ship are completed, departments will begin living, eating, 
training and working on the ship. Leading officers presented a 
tentative schedule for CMA at the stand down that will 
continually be updated as progress on the ship continues. 

USS Theodore Roosevelt Executive Officer Cmdr. Mark 
J. Colombo, not only stressed the importance of safety, but 
stressed the importance of the TR crew coming together as a 
team to work through CMA in a safe manner. 

"As 'Rough Riders' we are part of a team," said Colombo. 
"It's not the individual; it's the collective whole that matters." 

Colombo says he's ready to "take back" the TR in the next 
phases of CMA and wants to make sure his team has the tools 
they need to do it safely. 

Other speakers at the stand down included a guest from 
the Virginia Department of Motor Vehicles Highway Safety 
Department, Mary Ann Rayment, who provided comic relief 
during an interactive presentation on motor vehicle safety, and 
Master Patrolman Greg Thayer from the Hampton Police 
Department, who also spoke on motor vehicle safety. 

Another major focus of the stand down was motorcycle 
safety which included guest speaker Mark Davis, a basic 
riding course instructor, who set up a motorcycle simulator to 
give inexperienced Sailors interested in taking a motorcycle 
course an idea of what riding is like in a safe and controlled 
environment. 

The Theodore Roosevelt motorcycle group was on hand 
to sign up new riders, and also held a fund-raiser through t-
shirt sales. The group focuses on preparedness, safety and 
having fun within the 200 rider-strong TR motorcycle 
community. 

"I think the even went well," said Lt. Cmdr. Elena Mathis, 
the ship's industrial hygienist officer and one of the 
coordinators for the last four TR safety standdowns. "We had 
a good response, the audience paid attention and were 
respectful. I think we got our message across." 
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21. USS George H.W. Bush Celebrates Reading, Family Readiness Connection 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 17 MAY 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist Timothy Walter, USS George H.W. Bush Public Affairs 

NORFOLK -- USS George H.W. Bush (CVN 77) and 
Doro Bush Koch, the ship's sponsor, continued their support 
for children's literacy and strong military families by hosting a 
celebration of reading in the ship's hangar bay, May 16. 

Hundreds of Sailors and their children mingled with 
Clifford the Big Red Dog prior to watching presentations by 
Sally Ann Zoll, Ed. D., Chief Executive Officer for United 
Through Reading (UTR), an organization dedicated to 
bringing military families together through spoken literature, 
and Judy Cheatum, Ph. D., Vice President of Literary Services 
for Reading is Fundamental (RIF), the largest children's 
literary nonprofit organization in the United States. 

George H.W. Bush Commanding Officer Capt. Brian E. 
Luther, read "The Little Engine That Could" while Koch chose 
"The Kiss Box." Koch, who is also the co-chair of the Barbara 
Bush Foundation for Family Literacy, has encouraged the 
crew to maintain contact with their loved ones during times of 
separation by using the UTR program. 

"I'm honored to be part of this terrific literacy event to 
share a touching story of love, comfort and family 

connections," said Koch. "As a daughter of a decorated Navy 
pilot and former commander in chief, I have the deepest 
respect for our men and women who serve. And I'm grateful to 
the children who are willing to share a parent - sometimes 
even two - so their mom and dad can perform this most noble 
cause for our country." 

During the ship's first operational deployment, the UTR 
program allowed Sailors to record more than 1,500 videos, 
providing a simple and effective means to communicate with 
their family members. Sailors simply chose a book, took a seat 
in front of a video camera and read aloud to their loved ones. 
A DVD of the sessions was then sent to their families at no 
cost. 

"United Through Reading is honored to be a part of this 
celebration," said Zoll. "USS George H.W. Bush has made a 
huge commitment to literacy, serving more than 8,000 
beneficiaries through the United Through Reading Military 
Program on their last deployment. We salute their pledge to 
honor and read to their children while also serving our 
country." 



 21

Each child who attended received four books, including 
Koch's selection "The Kiss Box." 

"Even as they are deployed overseas, moms and dads 
serving this country are staying close with their children 
through the power of books," said Carol H. Rasco, president 

and CEO of RIF. "RIF is honored to be working with USS 
George H.W. Bush to give families the books and creative 
tools they need to erase the distance of deployment." 

George H.W. Bush is homeported at Naval Station 
Norfolk in Norfolk, Va. 
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22. Panel Advances Military Pay Raise 
(GOVERNMENT EXECUTIVE 17 MAY 12) ... Kellie Lunney 

A House panel Thursday approved legislation that gives 
military personnel a 1.7 percent pay raise in fiscal 2013 and 
provides more money for health and wellness programs for 
service members and their families. 

The Appropriations Committee advanced by voice vote a 
bill funding the Defense Department in fiscal 2013. It provides 
$519.2 billion in non-war funding, which is about $1 billion 
more than current spending levels, and more than $3 billion 
above President Obama’s budget request, according to the 
Congressional Budget Office. 

The 1.7 percent pay raise for service members is in line 
with pending Defense authorization legislation that the House 
plans to vote on Friday. Obama also requested a 1.7 percent 
boost in his fiscal 2013 budget proposal. 

The appropriations bill includes $128.5 billion for more 
than 1 million active-duty troops and more than 800,000 
reservists. The funding is $2.6 billion less than fiscal 2012 
levels because of the reduction in troop totals, according to a 
press release from the committee’s majority staff. 

In addition, lawmakers appropriated $35.1 billion for 
Defense health and family programs, $334 million more than 
fiscal 2012 and $348 million above the administration’s 
request. That total includes $245 million for medical facility 
and equipment upgrades, $125 million for traumatic brain 
injury and psychological health research and $20 million for 
suicide prevention outreach programs. The bill also provides 
$2.3 billion for family support and advocacy programs.panel 
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23. 34 More Companies Vow To Hire Military Spouses 
(NAVY TIMES 17 MAY 12) ... Karen Jowers 

Clear Channel Radio, Goodwill Industries, Humana Inc., 
Tri-West, MetLife, Safeway (Vons) and US Bank are among 
34 new companies and organizations that have joined the 
Military Spouse Employment Partnership, pledging to recruit, 
hire and promote military spouses and help them maintain 
portable careers. 

The companies, in a wide variety of fields, join 96 other 
organizations, all of which have been vetted by the Defense 
Department. 

Since the partnership was launched a year ago, the 96 
companies have hired more than 22,000 military spouses, and 
more than 446,140 jobs have been posted on the Military 
Spouse Employment Partnership jobs web portal. 

The companies have helped reduce the stress on mobile 
military spouses by identifying portable career paths, said Rob 
Gordon, deputy assistant secretary of defense for military 
community and family policy. He said the idea is to have a 
variety of companies with a variety of jobs available. 

“We’re not just talking about jobs, we’re talking about 
careers,” he said. 

Detailed information is not yet available on the kinds of 
positions and salaries represented by the 22,000 hires to date, 
Gordon said. 

All the companies sign the MSEP Statement of Support 
pledging to: 

• Increase employment opportunities for military 
spouses. 

• Help spouses stay employed as they relocate. 

• Provide promotion opportunities for spouses. 

• Support pay equity for spouses based on their level of 
training, work experience, accomplishments and 
credentials. 

A number of the new organizations and companies 
already hire military spouses, but the site gives them another 
way to reach spouses. Gordon said he looks forward to 
expanding the network to even more companies. 

The Defense Department also works with employers to 
help them verify that applicants are military spouses. 

Who’s Hiring? 
Jobs from these companies will be posted online: 

• Automatic Data Processing, Inc. 

• Apex Systems 

• Apple One Employment 

• Armed Forces Services Corporation 

• Association of the U.S. Army 

• Bozzuto Group 

• Centurian Security 

• Clear Channel Radio 

• Commander, Navy Installations Command 

• Department of Defense Education Activity 

• East Carolina University 

 Elbeit Systems of America 

• Goodwill Industries 

• H2 Performance Consulting 

• Humana Inc. 

• L-3 Stratis 

• Liberating Career Solutions 

• Marine Corps Community Services 

• MetLife 

• Mid-Atlantic HERC 
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• MTC 

• Safeway (Vons) 

• Schwan’s Food Co. 

• Southern Company 

• TASC 

• Terra Health Inc. 

• The Bowen Group 

• The Major Group 

• Tri-West Healthcare Alliance 

• Ultimate Medical Academy 

• URS 

• US Bank 

• USA Cares 

• Volt Workforce Solutions 
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24. Mental Illness Is The Leading Cause Of Hospitalization For Active-Duty Troops 
(NEXTGOV 17 MAY 12) ... Bob Brewin 

The Defense and Veterans Affairs departments have spent 
almost $2 billion since 2001 to buy drugs to treat mental 
illness and post-traumatic stress disorder despite growing 
evidence some of those drugs exacerbate PTSD symptoms, a 
Nextgov investigation shows. In addition, military research 
released this week highlighted that Defense faces what one 
Army clinician called an epidemic of mental illness. 

Despite this vast expenditure on psychotropic drugs since 
the beginning of the wars in Afghanistan and Iraq, mental 
illness ranks as the leading cause of hospitalization for active-
duty troops, according to a report published by the Armed 
Forces Health Surveillance Center in the April issue of its 
Medical Surveillance Monthly Report, released May 14. 
Mental health disorders stood out as the leading cause of 
hospitalization of active-duty service members in 2007, 2009 
and 2011, the report noted. 

AFHSC also reported that troops seeking help for mental 
health problems ranked third in outpatient visits in all 
treatment categories, behind unspecified “other” conditions -- 
which included routine physicals, immunizations and 
predeployment assessments -- and musculoskeletal injuries 
during the same time period. 

According to the report, the military hospitalized 21,735 
active-duty personnel for mental disorders in 2011, a more 
than 30 percent increase from 2009, when 15,339 troops 
needed hospital treatment for mental health problems. 
Hospitalizations in 2009 jumped 8 percent from the 14,112 
troops hospitalized for mental health reasons in 2007. 

“The crude hospitalization rate for mental disorders in the 
Army was approximately 70 percent higher than in the Marine 
Corps and more than twice as high than in the other services” 
in 2011, AFHSC said, noting that 13,003 soldiers were 
admitted to hospitals for mental health treatment that year. 

The surveillance center identified 1,890,111 outpatient 
visits for mental disorders in 2011, or more visits than the 
number of troop on active duty that year -- 1,425,113 -- 
indicating multiple visits by individual troops. Outpatient 
treatment for mental health care in 2011 marked a 21 percent 
increase over 1,506,671 visits in 2009 and a 37 percent 
increase over the 946,187 mental disorder outpatient visits in 
2007. 

An active-duty Army doctor who declined to be identified 
for publication said the outpatient statistics that AFHSC 
compiled may be somewhat misleading because many 
relatively mild mental health conditions increasingly are 
subject to screening and identification. 

But, the “stunning growth in numbers and rates of mental 
health hospitalizations ... is undeniable evidence of an 

unprecedented and arguably unmanageable epidemic that is 
now threatening the viability of the force,” he wrote in an 
email. 

Treatment Challenges 
Top military leaders recently have acknowledged that 

some of the prescription drugs used to treat mental illness, 
including second-generation antipsychotic drugs, also known 
as atypical antipsychotics such as Seroquel and Risperidone, 
may be exacerbating the problem. 

Dr. Jonathan Woodson, assistant secretary of Defense for 
health affairs, in a Feb. 22 memo on drug use, said, “articles in 
popular media and the concern of several national and military 
leaders in recent months have raised the question of whether 
certain psychoactive medications are inappropriately 
prescribed for post-traumatic stress disorder.” 

In the memo, first reported by Army Times May 3, he 
noted that 1.4 percent of soldiers and 0.7 percent of Marines 
on active duty in 2010 -- about 11,000 troops -- received 
prescriptions for Seroquel. Woodson told military clinicians to 
use caution when prescribing atypical antipsychotics as sleep 
aids or to manage irritability and anger. He said military health 
care providers should prescribe the lowest drug dose possible 
and recommend “non-medication therapy options” to treat 
PTSD. 

In April, the Army Medical Command warned that the 
use of benzodiazepine tranquilizers such as Xanax and Valium 
to treat PTSD could intensify combat stress symptoms and 
lead to addiction. 

Seven months earlier, in September 2011, the Defense 
Centers of Excellence for Psychological Health and Traumatic 
Brain Injury emphatically warned against their use. In its Co-
Occurring Conditions Toolkit, the center said in boldface, 
“There is evidence against the use of benzodiazepines in 
PTSD management as it may cause HARM. Strongly 
recommend against the use of benzodiazepines for treatment 
of PTSD.” 

The Defense center also recommended against the use of 
Seroquel and another atypical antipsychotic to treat PTSD 
saying, in boldface, “evidence does NOT support the use of 
atypical antipsychotics as a monotherapy for PTSD.” 

Data provided to Nextgov by the Defense Logistics 
Agency shows the Defense Department spent $44.1 million on 
benzodiazepines from October 2001 to March 2012. The 
Veterans Affairs Department said it spent $72.1 million on 
benzodiazepines during the same period. 

VA told Nextgov in April that it spent $846 million on 
Seroquel since 2001 and $717 million on Risperidone, another 
atypical antipsychotic, during the same period. 
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Defense has spent $14.1 million on Seroquel and $74 
million on Risperidone since 2001. 

A paper published by VA researchers in August 2011 said 
Risperidone was no more effective than a placebo in treating 
PTSD. The Army acknowledged VA’s research in its April 10 
policy memo, but the February 2012 Woodson memo made no 
mention of Risperidone. 

The Navy Bureau of Medicine and Surgery, which 
provides health care for Navy and Marine Corps personnel, 
told Nextgov in an email that the bureau “concurs with the 
Army's policy that benzodiazepines are relatively 
contraindicated and should be avoided in the treatment of 
PTSD.” 

But Shoshona Pilip-Florea, a bureau spokeswoman, said, 
“there are many scenarios where the judicious prescription of 
benzodiazepines may be appropriate, [including] when the 
clinician's assessment and clinical judgment warrant treatment 
with this class of medications.” She added, “Navy Medicine 
has not explicitly warned clinicians not to use benzodiazepines 
to treat patients with PTSD because some of these patients 
may benefit from treatment with a benzodiazepine based on 
the clinician's assessment and clinical judgment.” 

Jonathan Stock, a spokesman for the Air Force Surgeon 
General, said the Air Force has not prohibited providers from 
using benzodiazepines in cases of PTSD. “It is important to 
note that every medication has associated cautions and 
contraindications. Prescribing providers are required to 
understand the contraindications and precautions of the 
medications they prescribe,” he said. 

VA and DLA did not provide details on how many 
individual doses of benzodiazepines they have purchased since 
2001, but they receive substantial bulk discounts. The active-
duty Army doctor said this could be as low as $1 dollar per 
pill, or a total of 116 million doses since 2001, which work out 
to more than 100 benzodiazepine pills per person on active 
duty today. 

Besides a mental health epidemic, the Army clinician said 
the Pentagon also faces the epidemic consequences of 
widespread psychotropic drug use, which military researchers 
warned about in a 2008 report. It showed that one of 14 
members of a 701-man Army infantry battalion had been 
prescribed anti-anxiety drugs before deployment. 
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25. Congressman Hunter Asks For Peralta Amendment 
Seeks Navy report on Medal of Honor nomination 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 17 MAY 12) ... Gretel C. Kovach 

Rep. Duncan Hunter asked Congress Thursday for a 
complete report from the Navy on Sgt. Rafael Peralta’s 
posthumous Medal of Honor nomination, including a 
description of all evidence, findings and actions in the case. 

A Navy board has been reviewing video clips, a forensic 
report, photos and other evidence submitted by Hunter and his 
staff in March to determine whether Peralta’s nomination for 
the highest combat award should be reopened. 

The Navy Department's review is ongoing, Capt. Pamela 
Kunze, a Navy spokeswoman, said Thursday. 

Peralta, 25, of San Diego, was killed in Fallujah, Iraq on 
Nov. 25, 2004. The Marine Corps and Navy Department 
concluded that he died while smothering a grenade to protect 
his fellow Marines. His nomination for the Medal of Honor 
was overruled, however, by a Pentagon panel convened in 
2008 by then-Secretary of Defense Robert Gates. 

After the panel questioned whether Peralta acted 
intentionally despite serious wounds, he was issued the Navy 
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FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
26. Admiral: Navy ‘Excited’ To Receive USS Mississippi 
(BILOXI (MS) SUN HERALD 17 MAY 12) ... Michael Newsom 

GULFPORT -- Rear Adm. Richard P. Breckenridge said 
Thursday the $2 billion USS Mississippi attack submarine, 
which will be commissioned in Pascagoula June 2, will play a 
major role in future U.S. military strategy. 

Breckenridge, commander of the Navy’s Submarine 
Group Two, which the sub will be part of, was on the Coast on 
Thursday in preparation for the commissioning. The native of 
Marshfield, Mass., had never been to Mississippi, but he spent 
Thursday talking to local media, meeting with officials 
involved in the event and he also looked at the commissioning 
site at the Port of Pascagoula. 

Breckenridge, who is responsible for all the attack 
submarines in the Atlantic, said excitement is building over 
the commissioning, which could draw about 8,000 spectators. 
He said the Navy is also anxious to receive the Mississippi, 
which he said will be stealthy and formidable. 

“We are incredibly excited,” Breckenridge said. “If I were 
a citizen of Mississippi and I could chose one platform to 
carry the name of my state, I can’t think of a better one than an 
attack submarine. It’s going to be essential to our Naval 
strategy for the next half century and it’s going to serve the 
country in the spirit of Mississippi -- with proud, patriotic 
service to do our nation’s tasking.” 

The new submarine is also difficult for enemy forces to 
detect, he said. 

“It’s an incredibly quiet submarine acoustically,” 
Breckenridge said. “It’s essentially a ghost.” 

It’s the 9th Virginia class submarine, which will join a 
fleet of about 50 other attack subs. Many of those other subs 
are aging and with its advance systems and operational 
flexibility, he says the Mississippi will be crucial to the 
Navy’s future endeavours. 
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“The president has articulated a new defense strategy 
where we are going to withdraw from the Middle East, as far 
as our land forces go,” Breckenridge said. “We’re going to 
keep our eye on it to make sure instability doesn’t break out as 
American reduces its presence, but there’s been a conscious 
shift, a pivot, to focusing on the Asia-Pacific area with our 
interests there at stake. 

“That portends a vital relevance for our maritime strength 
in the future. Also, our ability from an undersea perspective to 
get close to the adversary behind his defense shield is going to 
be very important. The Mississippi is one of those platforms to 
do that.” 

He said mastering the sea with a strong surface ship and 
submarine presence helps deter aggression. The ultimate goal 
is never to do battle. 

“Our goal is for the Mississippi to never have to engage 
an enemy in conflict,” Breckenridge said. “We do that by 
operating forward undetected and we are able to monitor 
adversaries and their developments from a military perspective 
and we do that unseen. That gives us an advantage to lead the 
challenge and make sure we deter aggression before it 
escalates to the point to where we end up in a war.” 

The Virginia class is billed as the Navy’s “next 
generation” of attack sub. Instead of the traditional periscope, 

the Virginia class has two photonics masts with color, high-
resolution, infrared and black-and-white cameras mounted on 
telescoping arms. 

It’s also equipped with a control system that allows for 
better shallow-water handling. It can launch Tomahawk cruise 
missiles and MK48 ADCAP torpedoes. The nuclear-powered 
Virginia class can also travel at speeds of about 30 miles per 
hour and operate at depths below 800 feet. 

The Navy uses the Virginia-class and other attack subs to 
seek and destroy enemy subs and ships. They’ve also been 
used to “project power ashore” with cruise missiles. 

Mine warfare and intelligence, reconnaissance and other 
missions are among the subs’ operations. The sub can also 
carry and deploy a platoon of U.S. Navy SEALS and also 
launch undersea vehicles. It carries a crew of about 142 
officers and enlisted personnel. Navy Capt. John McGrath, a 
native of Neptune N.J., is the Mississippi’s commanding 
officer. 

“There’s a wide body of emerging missions that have 
been untapped before that the Mississippi is going to be able 
to do better than any submarine we’ve had in our inventory,” 
Breckenridge said. 
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27. House To Vote On $554 Billion Defense Bill, Defying Obama 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 17 MAY 12) ... Roxana Tiron 

The Republican-controlled U.S. House is set to vote by 
the end of this week on a $554 billion defense bill that 
President Barack Obama has threatened to veto if it impedes 
the Pentagon’s new defense strategy. 

The defense authorization measure is about $4 billion 
more than the Democratic Obama administration said could be 
spent for fiscal 2013 to stay within deficit-reduction targets. 

The House Armed Services Committee last week rejected 
Pentagon proposals to curtail or slow weapons programs. They 
include Northrop Grumman Corp.’s Global Hawk drone and 
General Dynamics Corp.’s Abrams battle tanks as well as 
Virginia-class submarines built by Huntington Ingalls 
Industries Inc. and the Electric Boat unit of General 
Dynamics. 

“It’s Congress’s constitutional obligation to ensure this 
new force posture is not a hollow one,” Representative 
Howard P. “Buck” McKeon, the California Republican who is 
chairman of the armed services panel, said on the House floor 
yesterday in preparation for debate on the 2013 defense 
authorization bill. “To that end, we provide modest increases 
in combat capabilities with particular emphasis on our Navy 
fleet and critical intelligence, surveillance and reconnaissance 
platforms.” 

Obama in January presented a revamped U.S. military 
strategy for an era of budget cuts that pledges to emphasize the 
Asia-Pacific region and space and cyber capabilities while 
preserving missions such as defeating al-Qaeda. The Obama 
administration, as part of the strategy, is seeking a reduction in 
the number of military personnel as it tries to cut $487 billion 
from the defense budget over the next decade. 

Platform For Debate 
The 2013 defense authorization bill, which sets spending 

targets and policy for the fiscal year that starts Oct. 1, seeks to 

slow the pace of personnel reductions in the military and 
would block new rounds of military base closings in the U.S. 

The legislation also would block same-sex marriages and 
“marriage-like” ceremonies on military bases. The panel 
agreed on the provision last week within hours of Obama 
saying that he supports same-sex marriage. Last year, Obama 
ended the “don’t ask, don’t tell” policy that barred openly gay 
men and lesbians from serving in the military. 

En route to final passage as soon as tomorrow, the House 
will debate more than 100 amendments, including calls for an 
end to the war in Afghanistan and blocking assistance funds to 
Pakistan. The debate precedes the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization summit this weekend in Chicago where the U.S. 
will press allies to stick to a plan of withdrawing combat 
troops by the end of 2014. 

War Funds 
The House defense panel approved $88.5 billion -- the 

amount requested -- for war operations in Afghanistan and 
elsewhere. The war funds are in addition to the $554 billion 
base bill that includes budget authority for military 
construction and Energy Department defense programs. 

The House also will debate indefinite detention of and 
due process for suspected terrorists, including U.S. citizens 
seized on American soil. 

Lawmakers such as Representative John Conyers, a 
Michigan Democrat, are targeting Lockheed Martin Corp.’s F-
35 Joint Strike Fighter, seeking the elimination of the vertical-
take- off-and-landing variant of the aircraft. At a total cost of 
$382 billion, the F-35 program was designed to produce 
multiple aircraft variants and is the Pentagon’s most expensive 
weapons program. 

While the armed services panel endorsed the Pentagon’s 
request to buy 29 F-35 stealth jets made by Bethesda, 
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Maryland- based Lockheed Martin, it is pressing the Defense 
Department to disclose by Dec. 31 the date by which it 
expects the three versions of the fighter planes to become 
operational. The Pentagon requested $9.1 billion for the F-35 
in the 2013 budget. 

Long-Range Bomber 
The panel backed the full budget request of $292 million 

for research and development of a new long-range strike 
bomber, attaching a provision pressing the Air Force to ensure 
that the plane can carry nuclear weapons as soon as it is 
operational. 

The Air Force plans to spend $6.3 billion through 2017 on 
developing the bomber, the first since Northrop Grumman was 
awarded the contract for the B-2 in 1981. 

The defense panel overrode Army plans to suspend 
production of upgraded Abrams tanks built by Falls Church, 
Virginia-based General Dynamics. The committee added $181 
million to the Army’s budget, for a total of $255.4 million, to 
keep building the tanks and converting them into the latest 
M1A2 model at the plant in Lima, Ohio. 

Global Hawk 
The committee’s measure would block the Pentagon’s 

plan to retire one version of the Global Hawk drone by 
Northrop Grumman, based in Falls Church, Virginia, and 
require that the secretary of the Air Force take “all actions 
necessary” to keep the so- called Global Hawk Block 30 
operating through 2014. 

The Pentagon proposed truncating purchases of the 
Global Hawk variant and putting the drones it had bought into 
storage. Air Force officials said those drones are more 

expensive to operate and have less sensing capacity than 
Lockheed Martin’s older U-2 spy planes. The Defense 
Department has projected savings of $2.5 billion over five 
years from cutting short the Block 30 version. 

The House panel would authorize an additional $263 
million, for a total of $338.3 million, to fund continued 
operations of the Block 30 drones. The Air Force spent $3.4 
billion on the development and procurement of the 18 aircraft, 
according to Air Force spokeswoman Jennifer Cassidy. 

Virginia-Class Submarines 
The Armed Services Committee backed the production of 

two Virginia-class submarines in 2014 that the Navy struck 
from fiscal 2014 plans. The panel recommended adding a 
down payment, or “advance procurement,” of materials and 
added $778 million for that purpose. 

The Navy had planned to buy two Virginia-class 
submarines a year, with the work split between Huntington 
Ingalls, based in Newport News, Virginia, and Groton, 
Connecticut-based Electric Boat. Instead, the Pentagon 
proposes buying one in fiscal 2014 and delaying another until 
fiscal 2018. 

Israel’s Iron Dome missile-defense system also stands to 
gain as much as $680 million in U.S. aid through 2015 under 
the committee’s legislation for the system built by Rafael 
Advanced Defense Systems Ltd. 

Some provisions added by the House committee may 
become items for negotiation with the Senate. The Senate 
Armed Services Committee is scheduled to start considering 
its version of the defense authorization bill on May 22. 

The bill is H.R. 4310. 
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28. U.S. Defense Budget Debate Touches On Afghanistan, NASCAR 
(REUTERS 17 MAY 12) ... David Alexander 

Democrats in the House of Representatives nudged 
President Barack Obama to speed up the withdrawal of U.S. 
forces from the war zone, but Republicans blocked a debate on 
the issue ahead of a weekend NATO summit to chart a way 
forward in the decade-long conflict. 

House lawmakers debating the National Defense 
Authorization Act voted 412-1 for an amendment that could 
block up to $650 million in proposed payments to Pakistan 
unless Islamabad lets coalition forces resume shipment of war 
supplies across its territory. 

The moves came as lawmakers debated more than 140 
amendments to the policy bill, which seeks $554 billion in 
base defense spending for the 2013 fiscal year beginning in 
October and $88.5 billion for the Afghan war and other 
overseas operations. 

The measure has drawn a veto threat from the White 
House because it would overturn many cuts sought by Defense 
Secretary Leon Panetta in order to achieve congressional 
budget targets set last year with the goal of cutting $478 
billion in projected military spending in the next decade. 

While the authorization act sets spending limits, it does 
not actually appropriate funds for defense. The panel that 
controls the purse strings passed a bill on Thursday that added 
about $3 billion to the Pentagon's spending request and also 
provided funds for programs the Defense Department tried to 
cut. 

The House Appropriations Committee voted, however, to 
eliminate one high-profile expenditure. It cut Pentagon 
sponsorship of motor sports, fishing and wrestling events. 

The department spent about $96 million last year to 
sponsor sporting events, including $20 million on a single 
NASCAR auto race, as part of its marketing effort to recruit 
volunteers, one official said. 

"Twenty million for one NASCAR race? Have we lost 
our minds?" said Representative Jack Kingston, a leader in the 
effort to cut the funds. 

The pressure for an accelerated withdrawal from 
Afghanistan came ahead of a two-day NATO summit in 
Chicago starting on Sunday where leaders will discuss the 
final transition to Afghan security control and the withdrawal 
of international forces by the end of 2014. 

Democratic lawmakers tried to add language to the bill 
urging Obama to complete an accelerated handover of security 
to Afghan forces by the end of 2013 and to remove U.S. 
troops by the end of 2014 - aims consistent with 
administration planning. 

But Republican leaders, who last year narrowly defeated 
an effort to force Obama to begin planning for withdrawal 
from Afghanistan, blocked discussion of the Democratic 
amendment. Instead, they allowed debate on one that called 
for immediate withdrawal. The measure had little chance of 
passing and was ultimately defeated. 
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"They denied us the right to debate that amendment and 
vote on it, (the) single most important issue facing our armed 
forces right now," said Representative Adam Smith, the top 
Democrat on the House Armed Services Committee. 

"I understand why. Close to 70 percent of the country 
wants us out of Afghanistan quicker," he said. "Our position is 
clearly where the country is. The majority didn't want to have 
to vote on that, didn't want to have to have that debate. So they 
froze out our amendment." 

Lawmakers nearly unanimously endorsed an amendment 
that would block payment of some $650 million in proposed 
Coalition Support Funds for Pakistan as long as that country's 
borders remain closed to shipments of supplies for 
international forces. 

Islamabad closed the frontier to NATO supply convoys 
after an air strike in November killed 24 Pakistani soldiers. A 
U.S. official said on Wednesday the two sides were on the 
verge of clinching a deal to reopen the supply lines. 

The Republican-led House also rejected efforts to delay 
development of several weapons programs, including a new 
nuclear-capable, long-range bomber expected to cost $291.7 
million in 2013. 

Lawmakers were headed toward a confrontation over 
efforts to revoke broad powers of detention granted to the 
president in the wake of the September 11, 2001, attacks. A 
bipartisan coalition that includes Tea Party conservatives and 
liberal Democrats has lined up behind an amendment to 
change the law. 

Critics say current law enables the U.S. president to lock 
up terrorism suspects detained in the United States indefinitely 
or transfer them to military control. Supporters of the current 
law say foreign terrorism suspects arrested in the United States 
should be treated like enemy combatants, not like criminals. 

"One of the key problems that many of us have with the ... 
amendment is that it would bestow upon illegal aliens who 
come to this country to carry out terrorist attacks ... full 
constitutional rights," said Representative Mac Thornberry, 
noting the measure would give them the right to remain silent 
and have an attorney hired for them. 

Smith said those rights already were guaranteed by the 
U.S. Constitution, which does not make a distinction between 
how foreigners and U.S. citizens are to be treated when 
arrested. 

"Let's stop the ridiculous argument about rewarding 
terrorists and have some respect for the Constitution and due 
process," he said. 

But several senators issued a statement on Thursday 
sharply criticizing the amendment, which goes to a vote on 
Friday. 

"We reject any attempts to reward foreign terrorists clever 
enough to get inside our borders with the same legal rights and 
protections as American citizens - the very people these 
terrorists seek to kill and injure," said Senators John McCain, 
Lindsey Graham, John Kyl and Kelly Ayotte. 
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29. House Wraps Up NDAA Work At 1:30 A.M., Returns Friday For Last 50 Amendments 
(THE HILL 18 MAY 12) ... Pete Kasperowicz 

The House got through 92 amendments to the National 
Defense Authorization act (NDAA) Thursday and early Friday 
morning, but finally adjourned shortly after 1:30 a.m. and 
planned to return later Friday morning for votes and 
consideration of the last 50. 

The House approved several amendments throughout the 
long day, including language that requires the sale of new F-
16 aircraft to Taiwan, establishes a Sexual Assault Oversight 
Council in the Defense Department, requires studies of the 
health of service members, and gives the President the 
authority to move satellites from the U.S. Munitions List in 
certain cases. 

Several others were rejected, including language from 
Democrats calling for the quick withdrawal from Afghanistan, 
a GOP proposal to cut off aid to Pakistan, and Democratic 
proposals to stop funding for a new bomber and F-35B 
aircraft. 

Still others have to be decided. Two different camps 
offered proposals to modify language that now allows the 
government to permanently detain terrorism suspects, which 
will both be voted on later Friday. 

Two GOP proposals would prohibit the government from 
making unilateral reductions to U.S. nuclear weapons, and 
limit U.S. cooperation with Russia on nonproliferation 
activities. These are responses to Republican claims that 
President Obama is already secretly negotiating with Russia, 
which are based on Obama's "hot mic" slip that these 
agreements might get easier after the election. These 
amendments also await a vote. 

Details on these and other amendment votes can be found 
in earlier posts. 

When the House returns Friday at 9 a.m., it might vote 
immediately on the 18 amendments that need roll call votes 
from last night. Several others in the last wave from 
Wednesday/Thursday were disposed of in other ways, which 
follow here: 

• Rep. Phil Gingrey (R-Ga), expresses the sense of 
Congress that active military personnel that either 
live in or are stationed in Washington, DC would be 
exempt from existing District of Columbia firearms 
restrictions. Accepted voice vote. 

• Rep. Doug Lamborn (R-Colo.), limits the availability 
of funds for Cooperative Threat Reduction activities 
with Russia until the Secretary of Defense can certify 
that Russia is no longer supporting the Syrian regime 
and is not providing to Syria, North Korea or Iran any 
equipment or technology that contributes to the 
development of weapons of mass destruction. 
Accepted voice vote. 

• Rep. Tom Petri (R-Wis.), clarifies that direct use 
solar energy technology is considered a renewable 
energy source for the purposes of the requirement 
that DoD obtain 25 percent of its facility energy from 
renewable sources by 2025. Accepted voice vote. 

• Rep. Roscoe Bartlett (R-Md.), limits use of certain 
funds until the submission of a report from the U.S. 
Marine Corps regarding the proposed transfer of land 
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from the Bureau of Land Management to the U.S. 
Marine Corps for the expansion of Twenty Nine 
Palms for a Training Range Facility. Accepted voice 
vote. 

• Rep. Russ Carnahan (D-Mo.) creates a new 
government entity, the U.S. Office for Contingency 
Operations (OCO), to manage functions related to 
contingency operation planning, stabilization and 
reconstruction operations, and oversight of such 
interagency functions. Withdrawn. 

• Rep. Michael Thompson (D-Calif.), requires the 
Navy to submit a report to Congress within 120 days 
of enactment, detailing how they intend to utilize the 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
Catacean Density and Distribution Mapping Working 
Group maps to develop new siting and wildlife 
mitigation protocols for Navy training and testing 
activities. Not offered. 

• Rep. Mack (R-Fla.), clarifies the language of the 
Sunken Military Craft Act to restore its original 
intent. Not offered. 
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30. U.S. House Votes Against Terminating F-35B, V-22 
(DEFENSE NEWS 17 MAY 12) ... Kate Brannen 

A handful of Democrats put forward amendments that 
would have canceled or cut funding to weapons so that more 
money would be available for deficit reduction during House 
debate of the 2013 defense authorization bill May 17. All of 
the amendments were voted down. 

Rep. John Conyers, D-Mich., offered an amendment to 
terminate the F-35B variant of the Joint Strike Fighter (JSF) 
aircraft program. The amendment would have directed the 
available funds to be used for deficit reduction and to procure 
additional F/A-18E/F aircraft. 

Conyers said canceling the F-35B could save $50 billion 
over the life of the program. The entire JSF program, which 
includes two other variants, is slated to cost $1.5 trillion. 

Facing cost and schedule problems, former Defense 
Secretary Robert Gates put the F-35B on a two-year probation, 
saying that if it didn’t improve, the program should be 
canceled. Defense Secretary Leon Panetta removed the 
program from probation in January. 

Speaking in opposition of the amendment, Rep. Jeff 
Miller, R-Fla., noted President Obama and Panetta support the 
F-35B program and funded it in the Pentagon’s 2013 budget. 

Rep. Adam Smith, D-Wash, the ranking member of the 
House Armed Services Committee, also spoke out against the 
Conyers amendment. 

He said the F-35B offers more capability than the F/A-18 
and that cutting this variant would jeopardize the whole JSF 
program, for which there are several international partners. 

“It is unfortunate the extent to which we have to rely on 
the program, but we have to make this work,” Smith said. 

Rep. Mike Quigley, D-Ill, put forward an amendment that 
would eliminate funds for the V-22 Osprey aircraft, directing 
the savings to deficit reduction. He called the aircraft 
“dangerous pork with wings.” 

No Democrat other than Quigley spoke out against the 
program, but several lawmakers took the opportunity to voice 
support for the V-22. 

Smith said the V-22 had faced a number of problems, but 
it has since overcome them. 

The Conyers and Quigley amendments were rejected by 
voice vote. 

An amendment from Rep. Ed Markey, D-Mass., would 
have prohibited any funds from being used for the research, 
development, testing and evaluation of a long-range 
penetrating bomber aircraft, delaying the program by 10 years. 

“Why are we buying a new nuclear bomber? It’s 2012,” 
Markey said. “Of all the things America doesn’t need right 
now, it’s another nuclear bomber. We don’t have any more 
targets to hit.” 

Several Republicans argued to keep funding for a new 
bomber, while Markey had to make his argument on his own 
without any help from his Democratic colleagues. 

Rep. Norm Dicks, D-Wash., opposed the Markey 
amendment, saying long-range bomber aircraft are needed not 
to carry nuclear weapons but to carry smart conventional 
weapons. 

The Markey amendment failed, with a vote of 308 to 112. 
Rep. Jared Polis, D-Colo., offered an amendment that 

would cut funding that was added to the Pentagon’s request 
for the Ground-based Midcourse Defense (GMD) system. 

Last week, the House Armed Services Committee voted 
to boost spending for the GMD system by $460 million above 
the $903 million already requested by the Pentagon. The Polis 
amendment would scale the new funding back by $403 
million. 

The funding provided in the House Armed Services 
Committee’s bill includes $100 million for the Defense 
Department to evaluate possible locations for a new covered 
missile defense site on the U.S. East Coast. 

Smith supported the Polis amendment, one of a handful of 
amendments proposed by Democrats to undo funding added 
by Republicans to the Pentagon’s missile defense budget 
request. 

More testing is needed before further funding is provided 
to the GMD system, Polis said. 

The Polis amendment was voted down, 252 to 165. 
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31. Defense Contractors Eye Cuts To Jobs, Plants 
Sequestration could cost Pentagon $600B 
(WASHINGTON TIMES 16 MAY 12) ... Shaun Waterman 

Defense contractors already are preparing for the layoffs 
and plant closures that will occur if Congress fails to reach a 
deal on the federal deficit this year, triggering $600 billion in 
automatic Pentagon spending cuts. 

“We are running towards a cliff, all telling each other like 
lemmings that somehow this isn’t going to happen,” said 
Marion C. Blakey, president and CEO of the Aerospace 
Industries Association (AIA). “But the cliff is coming up.” 

The looming threat of the automatic cuts is causing 
defense and aerospace companies to make legally required 
stock market disclosures about possible lost earnings and to 
consider notifications to workers and suppliers about layoffs 
and contract cancelations, said AIA Vice President Fred 
Downey. 

An AIA-commissioned study found that, if the automatic 
cuts occur, about 1 million jobs will be lost directly by 
contractors and indirectly by subcontractors and others 
companies in the cascade of consequences resulting from plant 
closures and mass layoffs. 

The jobs that would be lost in the aerospace and defense 
sector are “good, high-paying, high-tech jobs” that pay up to 
twice the national average wage, said Mrs. Blakey. 

Sequestration - the process for the $1.2 trillion automatic, 
across-the-board federal spending cuts - is “fundamentally 
flawed an abysmal public policy,” and its consequences would 
be “almost unthinkable,” she said. 

The automatic cuts require almost $600 billion in defense 
cuts over the next 10 years, and a bit less than that in non-
defense spending. 

By law, the cuts have to be across the board, with 
agencies and departments prohibited from protecting their 
most effective or efficient programs, as they would do in a 
normal round of budget cuts. 

Lame-Duck Hope For Deal 
Sequestration was intended to ensure that Congress‘ so-

called supercommittee could reach a deal last year to get the 
federal deficit under control and start reducing the ballooning 
national debt. 

It was designed to be “so draconian to make it certain 
people would come up with a solution,” said Mrs. Blakey. 

But the supercommittee was unable to reach a 
compromise, and the automatic cuts will go into effect Jan. 2 
unless Congress acts - either by finding ways to reduce the 
deficit, or by repealing the law that implements the cuts. 

“It’s stupid, and it shouldn’t happen, but no one knows 
how to stop it,” said Mr. Downey. 

The impasse has resulted from the parties failing to 
compromise sufficiently on a deficit-reduction plan: 
Republicans insist on deep cuts in entitlement spending 
without increasing taxes, while Democrats demand higher 
taxes and more moderate cuts to entitlements. 

What is needed, Mrs. Blakey said, is some “good, old 
bipartisan, pull-to-the-middle, get in a room and exercise some 
leadership.” 

“They have an obligation to maintain the nation’s 
defense,” she said. 

But most observers agree that, with the atmosphere on 
Capitol Hill mired in election-year politics, it will be 
impossible to reach a deal before Election Day. A lame-duck 
congressional session after the election appears to offer the 
best opportunity for a compromise. 

But companies, especially technology firms, have to make 
decisions about investment months ahead, and they already are 
being affected by uncertainty over future revenues from 
government contracts, Mrs. Blakey said. 

“We think that [avoiding the automatic cuts] after the 
election will be too late,” she said. 

To push Congress to make a deal, Mrs. Blakey said, the 
defense and aerospace sectors are “for the first time ever 
mounting a very aggressive public campaign.” 

Election-Time Warning 
Management and unions are marching shoulder to 

shoulder for a change, she added. “This is strange 
bedfellows,” she said. “It tells you something about how 
serious this problem is.” 

The defense and aerospace sectors are not the only ones 
affected, say industry executives. 

Alan Chvotkin, vice president of the Professional Services 
Council, which represents firms that rely on federal service 
contracts, said that if there is no action by the fall on the 
automatic cuts, “at some point, every publicly traded company 
with significant U.S. government contracts will have to issue a 
warning to its shareholders” about possible lost revenue. 

“Even if the government wants to pretend this isn’t 
happening, publicly traded companies don’t have that luxury. 
They have legal obligations,” Mr. Chvotkin said. 

In addition to shareholder disclosures mandated by the 
Securities and Exchange Commission, companies also have an 
obligation under a federal law called the WARN Act to notify 
workers of possible mass layoffs, Mr. Chvotkin noted. 

Because of the involuntary nature of the automatic cuts 
and other factors, “there’s an open question in the government 
contracting world” about whether the WARN Act applies, said 
Mr. Chvotkin. 

Nevertheless, many companies have union contracts that 
require notification, and the penalties for violating the act are 
severe enough that companies would likely err on the side of 
caution, he said. 

The required notice is 60 days, which means letters 
triggered by the Jan. 2 automatic cuts would have to go out 
Nov. 2, four days before the election. 

“Sequestration is the sword on a string hanging over our 
heads,” said Mr. Downey. 

Return to Index 



 29

 
32. Lockheed Martin Tests Integrated Air And Missile Defense Processor For Aegis 
(DEFENSE DAILY 18 MAY 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

Lockheed Martin said this week it for the first time 
conducted an integrated test of the air and ballistic missile 
defense capabilities of the Aegis Combat System that was 
enabled by the development of a more powerful processor. 

The company said the test validated the new multi-
mission signal processor (MMSP) that effectively fuses the air 
defense and ballistic defense aspects of Aegis that will be 
installed on surface combatants as part of the baseline 9 
upgrade. 

"This test also marks the first time the Aegis system has 
used the multi-mission signal processor (MMSP) in a real-
world environment where external aircraft are 'jamming' the 
system," Lockheed Martin said. 

The MMSP will be installed on Ticonderoga -class (CG-
47) cruisers and Arleigh Burke -class (DDG-51) destroyers, 
the two classes of surface combatants that deploy Aegis. 

Work began in April to bring the ninth baseline to USS 
Chancellorsville (CG-62), with modernization to begin later 
this year on USS John Paul Jones (DDG-53) and the USS 
Normandy (CG-60). The John Finn (DDG-113) will be the 
first ship to come out of production with the new capability. 

The latest edition of Aegis will also be the cornerstone of 
the Obama administration's plan to base a ballistic missile 
defense capability in Europe. The European Phased Adaptive 
Approach (EPAA) calls for the deployment of Aegis equipped 
ships to operate off the continent, but also includes a land-
based component known as Aegis ashore. 

Live fire testing of Aegis ashore at the Pacific Missile 
Range Facility in Hawaii is scheduled to begin in 2014 with 
the first deployment of the system to Romania set for 2015, 
Jeff Bantle, Lockheed Martin's vice president for combat and 
missile defense systems, said in April. 

Budget plans outline upgraded the fleet of cruisers and 
destroyers at a rate of two to three per year, Rear Adm. Jim 
Syring, the Navy's program executive officer for integrated 
warfare systems, said earlier this year. 

The Navy is in the middle of re-competing the Aegis 
Combat System within industry. Lockheed Martin has been 
the sole source contractor for Aegis, which has been in service 
for decades, since it acquired Martin Marietta in 1995. 

Lockheed Martin, Raytheon and Boeing submitted bids 
for the lucrative contract in December and the Navy is 
expected to announce the winner in October. 
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33. U.S. Marines Order Additional KC-130J Harvest HAWK Kits 
(FLIGHT GLOBAL 17 MAY 12) ... Dave Majumdar 

WASHINGTON, D.C. -- The U.S. Naval Air Systems 
Command (NAVAIR) recently awarded Lockheed Martin an 
$18.4 million fixed-price contract to build three additional 
Harvest Hercules airborne weapons kits (HAWK) for the U.S. 
Marine Corps' KC-130J fleet. 

The addition of the Harvest HAWK roll-on/roll-off kit 
turns a normal Lockheed KC-130J tanker-transport into a 
gunship and intelligence, surveillance and reconnaissance 
platform. 

According to NAVAIR, the current Harvest HAWK kits, 
which are deployed to Afghanistan, include a fire-control 
console in the aircraft's cargo compartment and a Lockheed 
AN/AAQ-30 infrared and electro-optical camera mounted in a 
modified left-side under-wing fuel tank. 

The right-side pylon can either carry the normal air-to-air 
refueling pod, or it can carry a launcher for four Lockheed 
AGM-114 Hellfire missiles. The kit also provides for the 

Hercules to launch precision-guided munitions such as the 
Raytheon AGM-175 Griffin or MBDA GBU-44/B Viper 
Strike missiles from the aircraft's cargo ramp. 

The 14 May contract award is part of a second batch of 
Harvest HAWK kits that the service is buying. The USMC 
had earlier accepted three such kits. 

With the awarding of this latest contract, the service 
expects delivery of three additional Harvest HAWK kits in 
Fiscal 2013 and FY2014. 

Additionally, the contract calls for the modification of 
seven KC-130Js so that that aircraft can accept the roll-on/roll-
off kits. Previously, three aircraft have been so modified, 
Lockheed says. 

Future Harvest HAWK work will include sustainment, 
correcting deficiencies found in the field, and obsolescence 
avoidance, NAVAIR says. Each Harvest HAWK kit costs 
about $9 million, the service says. 
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34. Actionable Intelligence 
Shorter decision cycles are yet another challenge to information management 
(SEAPOWER MAGAZINE MAY 2012) ... Nick Adde 

The challenge of quickly sorting through information and 
determining what is useful is as old as the fog of war. In the 
age of the information-technology revolution, the task faced at 
each echelon of command becomes all the more daunting. 

At command centers, with their array of video screens 
that cover so-called knowledge walls, on the instrument-panel 
displays on aircraft and bridges of ships, and on hand-held 
devices in Navy ground-based explosive ordnance disposal 
units or Marine platoons, the information flows in faster than 
ever before. Information, delivered in a variety of formats, 

ranges from the positions of friendly assets as well as potential 
and real adversaries, to weather forecasts, routine messages 
and news. 

Nearly all of the data is useful sometime; rarely is all of it 
needed all the time. If and when superfluous information 
obfuscates or delays the flow of important intelligence at a 
critical time, then the commander, skipper, pilot or ground-
unit leader has a problem. 

The issue is not lost among Navy leadership. 
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At the Naval Warfare Development Command (NWDC) 
at Naval Station Norfolk, Va., and the Naval War College 
(NWC) in Newport, R.I., those who deal with the issue of 
information management say there is no magic bullet to help 
handle the deluge of information. 

Rather, they say, the answer lies in making sure people on 
the information chain know how to think — to sift through 
what is coming in, cherry-pick what they need and act 
accordingly. 

"I think it's very serious," said Navy Capt. Lourdes 
Neilan, the director of cyberspace operations at NWDC. "We 
need to get the game up. We know the decision cycle is 
getting shorter." 

"Information is useless by itself, and has to be turned into 
something useful," said Capt. Roy Petty, a professor of joint 
military operations at NWC. "Information by itself is not 
connected to anything. You have to assimilate it, and turn it 
into knowledge or intelligence." 

Petty, in particular, is skeptical about the overall benefits 
of the knowledge walls that are now ubiquitous in command 
centers. 

"You have CNN and a couple of other news channels, a 
lot of interesting-looking displays of data sources," he said. 
"But if you look at that wall, you get a sense they [in the 
room] don't understand what they're doing with it." 

If that is the case, Petty said, the walls serve no purpose. 
"You spend a lot of money importing data and 

information, which may or may not be knowledge," he said. 
The knowledge walls are perhaps more visible 

manifestations of information overload, but not the only ones, 
Petty believes. 

"Staff structure processes [can] overwhelm, with lots of 
stuff that's irrelevant. Somebody has to sort through it [and 
decide] what intel is valuable to helping us move forward 
toward our objective," he said. 

At the war college, Petty said, the curriculum offers 
seminars that teach officers from each of the armed services 
— in pay grades equivalent to Navy lieutenant through captain 
— to focus on the information-management issue. The general 
thrust is to have commanders first address what they are trying 
to accomplish, and what risks they are trying to bear, during 
any given mission. 

"We don't offer a lot of solutions," Petty said. "We 
challenge them how to think: to be able to evaluate what is 
important and what's not." 

Good leaders need to stay focused on their objectives, and 
all the things they have to consider to achieve them, Petty said. 

Post-event analysis of the existing intelligence about the 
hijackers who launched the terrorist attacks of Sept. 11, 2001, 

illustrate that information management is not an exact science, 
Petty said. Yes, it turns out, somebody did note before the 
attacks that the people who carried them out had taken flying 
lessons in Florida, he said. 

"Didn't anybody understand there was some reason for 
concern? At the time, no. It was not something we were 
thinking about," Petty said. 

"For us to be able to control the information instead of it 
controlling us, we have to determine which information we 
need," Neilan said. "You certainly have to have a mix of 
technology, and people who are educated and trained to be 
able to support what you do." 

Simple enough, but easier said than done, she said. Not 
too long ago, information transmissions came solely in the 
form of text. Now, full-motion video moves more freely and 
quickly than traditional written communiqués. Neilan's job is 
both to make sure the flow continues unimpeded, and that 
everyone gets what they must have. 

And commanders typically will ask for all the information 
they can get, because they do not know what they will need, 
she said. 

"We're trying to train decision-makers — anybody who 
has to make a decision on the chain of command — to sit 
down and ask, ‘What do we need in order for us to do our 
job?' It's nothing new to what we've been doing," Neilan said. 

Petty alluded to the continuing quest for the next device 
that would tell a user what lies over the next hill, and what that 
device's ideal configuration would be. 

"Is it a taxi driving away from me, or an armored vehicle 
driving toward me? It doesn't need to tell me that an aircraft 
200 miles away is moving away from me. Do I need that range 
and visibility, or not? I don't know," Petty said. 

More work needs to be done, he said, in fine-tuning the 
flow of information. A tactical unit often does not need the 
same wide range of information that a higher echelon would 
for broader situational awareness. The flow should be 
managed accordingly, he said. 

Ultimately, Neilan believes, the job of sorting through the 
inundation of information may prove to be too much for 
humans to perform solely. The flow is only going to increase 
over time, as technological innovations move forward. At 
some point, she said, supercomputers will have to bear that 
burden. 

"I will argue I can't absorb all that information at the 
speed we need [in order] to make a decision," Neilan said. "I 
really believe artificial intelligence will play a part in this. It 
will be able to process information faster than we can." 
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35. Its Official: USS Edson Title Transfer Complete, Destroyer Will Call Bay County Home 
(BAY CITY (MI) NEWS 17 MAY 12) ... MacKenzie Burger 

BANGOR TOWNSHIP, MI — As of today, it's official: 
the 418-foot USS Edson destroyer belongs to an organization 
that has spent 15 years working to bring a floating Naval ship 
museum to Bay County. 

Shortly after 1 p.m., Saginaw Valley Naval Ship Museum 
President Mike Kegley and the Navy's Inactive Ships Program 
Manager Capt. Chris Pietras signed the contract to transfer 
ownership from the Navy to the museum. 

"It's ours now," said Dick Janke, vice president of the 
museum, after the contract was signed. "The work is just 
beginning." 

A public ceremony for the signing took place before a 
crowd of around 80 local and state officials, veterans, 
supporters and active members of the military near the 
Independence Park Boat Launch where the Vietnam era 
destroyer is to be moored. 
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The ship will be established as the centerpiece of a 
floating ship museum on the Saginaw River. The USS Edson 
will be the only floating naval surface ship on display within 
the Great Lakes. 

Pietras said that the USS Edson is the second inactive ship 
that the Navy has donated this year. Since the 1940s, the Navy 
has donated almost 50 ships, the majority of them going to 
non-profit organizations. The Navy currently has 58 inactive 
ships. 

"Donating ships is not a regular thing, and this was a long 
time coming," Pietras said. "It's a three year plus process to 
identify an organization, establish support, find a place to 
moor the ship and raise enough money." 

Kegley said the Navy's paperwork for the six-year process 
to secure the USS Edson weighed seventeen pounds. 

"Being here brings back a lot of memories," said Brett 
Holt, a state officer with the American Legion in Saginaw. 
"I've watched the museum struggle for years to accomplish 
this, and now they have. 

Before signing the contract, Kegley honored seven 
individuals who were active with the organization over the 
years, but died before the Navy gave word the ship was 
coming to Bangor Township. He also said that the museum's 
educational plan would reach close to 100,000 students in the 
school and state. 

"Let's make this the best destroyer museum in the nation," 
Kegley, who is applying for the Edson to be recognized as a 
Michigan landmark, said. 

The destroyer is already recognized as a national historic 
landmark. 

With the museum's ownership complete, officials now 
have 60 days to tow the USS Edson from Philadelphia to it's 
new home. The museum is collecting bids on the trip, and 
hopes to finalize an arrival date in coming weeks. 

The USS Edson project was initially estimated to cost the 
Saginaw Valley Naval Ship Museum $1.2 million. More than 
a decade later, rising costs and inflation have increased the 
cost to $1.4 million, leaving the museum at a $200,000 
funding shortfall. 

A breakfast fundraiser is scheduled from 7 a.m. to noon 
May 22 at Krzysiak's House Restaurant, 1605 Michigan Ave. 
in Bay City. Last month, the Navy announced it was donating 
the ship to the museum. 

USS Edson was launched on Jan. 4, 1958, and its first 
deployment was to the Western Pacific in January 1960. It 
served during the Cold War and was deployed to Vietnam 
three separate times, during which it earned three Meritorious 
Unit Citations. 
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BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
36. #Navy 50/50 - Charlotte: Leading Wounded Warrior Recruiter Visits VA Outpatient Clinic 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 17 MAY 12) ... Naval Sea Systems Command 

CHARLOTTE, N.C. -- The commander of the U.S. 
Navy's Naval Sea Systems Command, met with leaders of the 
state-of the-art Charlotte-based Veterans Affairs outpatient 
clinic on May 16, and addressed service-disabled veterans and 
veterans as part of the Navy's 50-50 community outreach 
campaign. 

Vice Adm. Kevin McCoy's visit the VA clinic is part of 
the Navy's 50-50 program, which is sending 50 Navy leaders 
to 50 cities across the United States to meet with corporate 
executives, civic leaders, government officials, educators, 
non-profit executive directors, veterans and members of the 
media. The campaign is designed to increase Americans' 
understanding of the Navy's mission, capabilities and 
relevance to national security. 

"It's imperative that we make time to sit down with our 
Wounded Warriors and veterans to encourage, motivate and 
answer any questions they may have regarding benefits their 
entitled to, job searches and education," said McCoy. 

McCoy also took a tour of clinic and met with the clinic's 
director, Dr. Kathleen Wolner, to discuss successes and 
challenges within the clinic. 

"I am very impressed the capabilities here and the care 
that the staff is providing here for our returning warfighters 
and veterans," said McCoy. 

Navy's Leading Wounded Warrior Recruiter Meets 
With America's Second Largest Bank 

The commander of the U.S. Navy's Naval Sea Systems 
Command, met with Bank of America executives May 16 to 
discuss the hiring of service disabled veterans. 

Vice Adm. Kevin McCoy's visit to Bank of America is 
part of the Navy-wide 50-50 program, which is sending 50 
Navy leaders to 50 cities across the United States to meet with 
corporate executives, civic leaders, government officials, 
educators, non-profit executive directors, veterans and 
members of the media. The campaign is designed to increase 
Americans' understanding of the Navy's mission, capabilities 
and relevance to national security. 

"The Navy takes hiring wounded vets returning home 
very seriously," said McCoy. "I'm very happy to see that 
corporations like Bank of America value the courage of those 
who have served our country with honor and their ability to 
get things done." 

Since initiating the Wounded Warrior program at his 
command, McCoy has been successful in hiring more than 
1,000 wounded veterans and providing them with careers at 
different organizations across the country. 

Integrating service-disabled veterans to civilian careers is 
an opportunity for employers like Bank of America to harness 
strong leadership qualities that veterans already possess. 

McCoy's two-day visit to Charlotte included visits to the 
Veterans Affairs Outpatient Clinic, Providence High School, 
the Carolina Panthers, Charlotte Mayor Anthony Foxx, the 
Wells Fargo trading floor, Charlotte Motor Speedway, Armed 
Forces Career Expo and the Charlotte Navy League. 

The Naval Sea Systems Command is the largest of the 
Navy's five system commands and is responsible for 
engineering, building and maintaining ships, submarines and 
combat systems for the U.S. Navy. 

Return to Index 



 32

 
37. Tall Ships, Military Vessels To Parade Up The Hudson At Start Of Fleet Week 
(JERSEY CITY JOURNAL 18 MAY 12) ... Celeste Little 

The start of Fleet Week this year promises to make waves 
in Hudson County. 

That’s because the week kicks off on Wednesday with 
international tall and military ships in parade along the 
Hudson River. 

The parades, called Parade of Sail and The Military 
Parade of Ships, will be celebrating the penning of “The Star 
Spangled Banner” and the War of 1812. 

The event is sponsored by Operation Sail (OpSail), an 
organization dedicated to celebrating maritime history, and the 
U.S. Navy. 

“It has become a New York institution and a classic sea-
going event,” said William G. Armstrong, retired navy captain 
and OpSail’s spokesperson. “For OpSail to be able to partner 
again with the Navy for this patriotic American milestone 
makes it even more special.” 

OpSail’s Parade of Sail will be first, leaving from the 
Verrazano Narrows bridge at 8:10 a.m. 

A total of 17 tall ships will glide up the Hudson River, 
past Jersey City, Hoboken, Weehawken and north to the 
George Washington Bridge and then back down the river to 
the Intrepid Sea/Air/Space Museum at Pier 86 in Manhattan. 

The ten-ship Military Parade of Ships will leave from the 
Verrazano at 10 a.m. and fllow the same path, meeting the 
Parade of Sail at the Intrepid. 

The ships will be escorted along the Hudson by the U.S. 
Navy’s Blue Angels Flight Demonstration Team. The team is 
made up of sixteen volunteer navy officers. They fly two types 
of planes, F/A-18s and C-130s. 

On May 26 and 27 the team will be at Long Island’s Jones 
Beach for a full flight show. 

Parade of Sail will include ships from countries including 
France, Brazil, and Japan and will be led by the third largest 
tall ship in the world, Juan Sebastian de Elcano from Spain. 
The military’s pageant will be led by the USCGC Eagle. 

Hudson County residents who want to catch the parade 
can watch it from anywhere along the shoreline. 

Liberty State Park is one of the more popular spots. Pier 
A Park in Hoboken should also provide excellent views. 

This is OpSail’s 5th international sailing event in 
collaboration with Fleet Week. 

“The sight of the great international sailing ships parading 
up the Hudson River is one people will talk about for years,” 
said Armstrong. “Those who saw OpSail events in 2000 or 
earlier still remember where they were standing and who they 
were with.” 

A list of other events can be found online at 
http://www.fleetweeknewyork.com/. 
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38. The Spirit Of 1812 
The service hopes to restore its prestige by celebrating a forgotten conflict 
(THE ECONOMIST 19 MAY 12) 

WASHINGTON, D.C. -- Few Americans remember the 
War of 1812, and if they do they are likely to forget that it 
marked the coming of age of their navy. “The Star-Spangled 
Banner," written by an amateur poet on the back of an 
envelope during its battle of Baltimore, makes a bigger 
impression these days. But it was the heroic performance of 
America’s frigates against the world’s most powerful fleet that 
saved the young republic from possible extinction, despite the 
burning of the White House by the British in 1814. 

Two centuries on, the navy is hoping to reclaim the 
memory of its greatest glory, and to polish its own reputation 
in the process. While the war (which lasted till 1815) may not 
feature prominently in a potted history of America, the service 
sees the conflict as a reminder of its enduring importance. It 
has spent some $12m on a three-year-long bicentennial 
celebration, to promote stirring events and exhibitions across 
the country. 

It was, however, an awkward war—fought against Britain 
and various Indian tribes, and with no clear winner. But its 
timing does look handy for today’s navy. A poll taken by 
Gallup last year shows the public’s regard for the service is on 
the wane. In Iraq and Afghanistan America’s ground forces 
have done the heavy work, taking well over 90% of the 
nation’s casualties in the process. Their prestige has risen 

accordingly, while the navy has struggled to assert its 
relevance. The killing of Osama bin Laden by navy 
commandos added some lustre to the service, but much of the 
public still does not appreciate its core mission. 

The navy is hoping that a spoonful of celebration will 
help the history lesson go down. The mission then, as now, is 
ensuring the freedom of the seas, says Ray Mabus, the 
secretary of the navy. And while no foreign fleet threatens 
America’s coastline, the navy can tout its role in protecting 
American commerce, be it from pirates or hostile regimes. 
You can’t spend long on the bicentennial website without 
learning that 90% of trade now travels by water. 

Not everyone views the commemoration as a good use of 
money. An attempt to create a national commission on its 
behalf failed in Congress. Naval historians have complained 
that the fuss is distracting attention from other tasks, such as 
preserving archives and artefacts in need of better 
maintenance. 

With budget cuts looming, the navy must make a strong 
case for funding any of its projects. Success in the War of 
1812 goaded Congress to authorise a large build-up of naval 
forces. Today’s admirals are hoping that a big anniversary, 
and the red glare of a few low-cost rockets, will loosen a few 
pockets. 
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39. Pentagon Braces For Base Closures 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 17 MAY 12) ... Michael Gardner 

From San Diego to Sacramento, officials are dusting off 
defense tactics used in previous years as Washington 
considers launching another round of military base closures. 

Gov. Jerry Brown’s administration has started internal 
strategy sessions and Assemblywoman Toni Atkins, D-San 
Diego, is carrying legislation to give the governor’s team 
extensive authority to lead the state’s response should early 
talk of padlocking installations turn into action. 

President Barack Obama and Defense Secretary Leon 
Panetta have already laid the groundwork, urging Congress to 
authorize a comprehensive review of facility needs in an era of 
tight budgets, a drawdown of forces in Iraq and Afghanistan, 
and growing alarm over the threat of cyberterrorism. 

As part of his budget, Obama wants to restart the Base 
Realignment and Closure (BRAC) process, perhaps as soon as 
2013. 

“If we’re spending money on maintaining excess 
infrastructure, it’s money that is taken away from other areas 
in defense,” Panetta said in a recent interview with U-T San 
Diego. 

San Diego’s top veterans of bygone base battles are wary 
but confident the region has a compelling case to protect its 
military facilities if there is a new BRAC round. 

“I don’t see a lot of threat to us. Yet, it is an unpredictable 
system,” said retired Vice Adm. Pete Hekman of University 
City, who advises the San Diego Regional Chamber of 
Commerce on military affairs and has been a BRAC 
participant. “The chance of getting one in 2013 is not good, 
but I also will say if everyone (meaning the president and 
Congress) was willing to make it happen, it’s not impossible.” 

It appears a nervous Congress is not about to give the 
administration an immediate go-ahead to shed job-producing 
bases in an election year when the economy remains front and 
center for many voters. That’s the word from local 
representatives who sit on the House Armed Services 
Committee. 

“There’s not a lot of enthusiasm for it, as you can 
imagine,” said Rep. Susan Davis, D-San Diego. She added: 
“Number 1, I’m not sure it’s going to happen. Number 2, if it 
does happen, San Diego is well-positioned. The San Diego 
community will come together like we did last time.” 

Rep. Duncan Hunter, R-Alpine, called it “extremely 
premature” to start a BRAC process before this summer’s 
budget wrestling. 

The threat of a new BRAC has prompted the San Diego 
Regional Economic Development Corp. to start developing 
the evidence needed to show the value of the military. 

“This is one of the main focuses of our organization. The 
military is one of the pillars of our economy,” said Mark 
Cafferty, its president. 

San Diegans say they simply cannot afford to be too 
complacent. After all, few would have predicted that the 
Navy’s world-famous “Top Gun” school would be moved to 
Fallon, Nev., or that the Naval Air Station Miramar would be 
transferred to the Marines. Or that the Naval Training Center 
would transform into Liberty Station, a residential community 
with hotels, shops and restaurants. 

BRAC-ordered consolidations can have a positive impact 
as well. In San Diego, the Space and Naval Warfare Systems 
Command (SPAWAR) headquarters opened 15 years ago after 
it was relocated from the Washington, D.C., area. 

There is one remnant of the 2005 BRAC still left 
unfinished. Under a complex deal to avoid being part of 
BRAC, the Navy agreed to move out of its Broadway complex 
headquarters along the downtown waterfront and plans to take 
up residence in a proposed building at Pacific Highway and F 
Street. 

Manchester Pacific Gateway subsequently secured a 99-
year lease for the Navy site, but its $1.3 billion, 16-acre 
redevelopment project has not cleared hurdles, both in court 
and before the Coastal Commission. The site’s developer is 
Douglas F. Manchester, publisher of U-T San Diego. 

The stakes were high back then and will be just as high in 
any future BRAC round. 

“San Diego is home to the largest concentration of 
military in the world,” said John Pettit, president of the San 
Diego Military Advisory Council, in releasing its annual 
economic analysis in 2011. 

In strict money matters, the council estimated that in 
fiscal 2011 the Department of Defense will directly spend 
$20.6 billion and will be responsible for 385,391 defense-
related jobs in San Diego County. 

Local officials are confident but cautious as they gear up 
for a possible seventh BRAC round since 1988. 

The optimism is explained in that the region was a “net 
gainer” in the last two rounds of 1995 and 2005, according to 
Larry Blumberg, executive director of the San Diego Military 
Affairs Council. 

“San Diego is where they want to be,” Blumberg said of 
the Navy and Marines. 

Defense Secretary Leon Panetta’s remarks seem to bear 
that out. 

“Generally, the bases here are pretty important to the 
strategy we put in place in terms of our defense. I think most 
of those will largely be maintained,” Panetta said. 

He was referring to the shift to shore up defenses in the 
Pacific and de-emphasize the Cold War-era focus on Europe. 

San Diego survived almost intact in the 2005 round. The 
biggest blow was losing about 1,600 Sailors and civilian jobs 
when an element of the medical training mission at the Naval 
Medical Center in Balboa Park that, having been in San Diego 
since 1917, was transferred to Fort Sam Houston, Texas. 

The Base Realignment and Closure (BRAC) process was 
created to spare Congress from voter backlash when they 
answered the politically touchy question of which bases to 
close as military forces began to shrink nationally in the 
1980s. 

“The process is set up so Congress does not have to take 
the blame,” said W. Erik Bruvold, president of the National 
University System Institute for Policy Research and an adviser 
during the San Diego region’s previous BRAC response. 

Here’s how the 2005 BRAC schedule accomplished that: 

 Congress authorizes the Pentagon to initiate the 
process, usually as part of the defense authorization 
bill. 
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 Department of Defense conducts comprehensive 
study of national security needs and reports to 
Congress. Included is certification that a BRAC 
round will save money. 

 President appoints a seven-member independent 
commission, which holds hearings across the country 
before submitting recommended closures and 
consolidations to the president. 

 President has 15 days to either sign or veto the 
package — no changes allowed. 

 If president approves the list, Congress must take an 
up-or-down vote within 45 days. 

How quickly, if at all, a new BRAC round advances will 
probably not be determined until after Congress strikes a 
budget deal and decides how much should be erased from 
military spending. 

Rep. Duncan Hunter, R-Alpine, suggested a BRAC 
process may be in the cards given tight budgets and shifting 
priorities. 

He pointed out that closing bases costs millions of dollars 
upfront, with little guarantee that the savings will be 

significant. He said the Department of Defense has to be more 
open with its goals and projections before Congress will 
consider authorizing a base closure review. 

“I want to look at all of it. They have to show us what 
they have on their minds first,” Hunter said. “The savings may 
be big enough to warrant a BRAC or they might not.” 

Republicans in Congress want to see bigger cuts to social 
programs to spare the Pentagon. There is also a push to target 
bases in Europe first. 

In Sacramento, Maj. Gen. David Baldwin, commander of 
California’s National Guard, said the governor has already 
organized teams to develop reports needed by Congress and 
the Department of Defense to illustrate the importance of 
California in battling 21st century threats in the Pacific and 
from cyberterrorists. 

Assemblywoman Toni Atkins, D-San Diego, is carrying a 
bill to designate Gov. Jerry Brown’s Office of Planning and 
Research as the primary liaison to the Department of Defense. 

“We just need to be on top of it,” she said. “We need to 
make sure we have a strategic plan and purpose. We in San 
Diego County cannot take anything for granted.” 
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40. U.S. Military To Install 3 Gigawatts Of Renewable Energy 
(CLEAN ENERGY AUTHORITY 17 MAY 12) ... Chris Meehan 

Dorothy Robyn, the U.S. Department of Defense’s 
(DOD’s) deputy undersecretary of defense for Installations 
and Environment, discussed how the U.S. military is adding in 
solar, renewables and energy efficiency to increase its energy 
security. 

Robyn, who opened up the second day of the World 
Renewable Energy Forum, is in charge of the department’s 
transition to renewable energy and energy efficiency. The 
Army, Air Force and Navy have agreed to install a total of 3 
gigawatts of new renewable energy by 2025. That’s on top of 
other commitments the department is making to decrease its 
ravenous appetite for fuel. 

The Department also is making other commitments, 
ranging from energy efficiency new buildings and retrofits to 
testing new technologies to determine best of class. It makes 
sense given recent energy trends. “Facility energy is about 20 
percent of total energy cost,” Robyn said. She added that the 
department’s energy bill went up dramatically from 2010 and 
2011, mostly because of increased energy prices. So the 
department, which consumes one percent of all the energy in 
the U.S., is fighting back by becoming leaner and greener. 

Only problem is there’s an awful lot of it to put on an 
energy diet. After all it has 300,000 buildings, Robyn said. 
“That’s three times the footprint of all the Walmart stores,” 
Robyn said. It also has plenty of land. “We manage 28 million 
acres of land. Most is used for testing and training.” But some 
of it is ideal for renewable energy, like wind, solar or 
geothermal. 

Each of the armed forces has committed to implementing 
1 gigawatt of renewables by 2025 at the latest. With most of it 
coming from private financing so the installers can share 
benefits with the military that it otherwise would be ineligible 
for. 

The Air Force taking the most aggressive stance, planning 
to reach that level by 2016. The department has installed solar 
at some of its bases including Nellis Air Force Base, which 
has a 14 megawatt array. “They're doubling capacity at Nellis. 
They are looking to do a humungous solar project at Edwards 
Air Force Base of several 100 megawatts,” Robyn said. The 
Air Force is looking among other things, to enhanced use 
leases to help it install more renewables quickly. 

The Navy is committed to 1 gigawatt of renewables by 
2020. “It just broke ground on a 14 megawatt PV facility at 
China Lake, SunPower is the developer,” Robyn said. It was 
the first contract under a new rule that allowed the Navy to 
sign a power-purchase agreement for up to 30 years. She 
called it painful, but was looking forward to more such 
contracts in the future. 

The Navy’s also working on a similar contract at Pearl 
Harbor. It’s being built on the Ford Island runway. “The 
arrays will be flat, not tilted. That, together with the markings 
it will look like a runway when seen from the air, with yellow 
'X's' every 1,000 feet to tell pilots this is not a working 
runway,” Robyn said. 
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41. Naval Academy STEM Program Hosts Einstein Fellows 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 17 MAY 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Danian Douglas, U.S. Naval Academy Public 
Affairs 

ANNAPOLIS, Md. -- The U.S. Naval Academy hosted 15 
Einstein Fellow science educators May 15 for a tour of science 
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laboratories, an overview of the school's Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Math-driven curriculum, and a discussion on 
the necessity for technically proficient leaders. 

The Einstein Fellows is a national program named after 
Albert Einstein that brings together top K-12 science teachers 
from across the country to spend a year working in the office 
of a U.S. congressman on a House committee and at agencies 
such as the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration, NASA, the National Science Foundation and 
the Energy Department. 

"Our future economic stature in the world demands that 
our 'pipeline' of future scientists, engineers and technicians is 
adequate in terms of both quality and quantity," said Dr. David 
Smith, associate professor in the Oceanography Department. 
"The U.S. Naval Academy meets both those needs, which is 
why we use every opportunity to showcase this to STEM 
leaders." 

Participants in the program return to their respective 
schools with a broader knowledge of STEM opportunities 
available and the policies of science-based institutions. By 

immersing themselves in institutions that fund billions of 
dollars worth of STEM initiatives, the fellows acquire a big-
picture perspective of available resources so they can guide 
their students in choosing careers in the sciences, said Smith, 
who has been hosting the Academy tour for Einstein Fellows 
for three years. 

Smith said that the Academy's STEM programs ensure 
that both students and teachers use STEM firsthand on a daily 
basis. The fellows experienced this as they toured the high-
tech physics, chemistry and oceanography labs, learned about 
the academy's admissions process, and went underway on a 
Yard Patrol craft for a tour of the school's sophisticated 
floating oceanography lab. 

"We have a faculty that is dedicated to STEM, and USNA 
offers significant STEM outreach programs such as summer 
STEM camp, the Maury project and several robotic 
competitions," said Smith. "Groups such as the Einstein 
Fellows are able to observe this and relate it back to their 
students." 
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42. Prospective Players Train With Navy Seals 
(SOUTHWESTERN COLLEGE (CA) SUN 17 MAY 12)) ... Alexis Dominguez 

CHULA VISTA, Calif. - Sorry Giants, Dodgers and 
Thunder, the hottest team in the United States today are the 
Navy SEALs. 

Coronado’s super soldiers who wiped out Osama Bin 
Laden gave the Southwestern College football team a taste of 
a SEAL workout. It was three hours of soaking, sun, sand and 
suffering that made tire flipping seem like coin flipping. 

“All of our guys went and pushed through,” said coach 
Eric Sanchez. “They were sore, they were hurt and they were 
angry. But at the end of the day, they pushed themselves 
harder than they had ever been pushed.” 

Head coach Ed Carberry said the training was “wet and 
sandy” after SEALs made the players run up a sand dune. 

“You jump into the water in the ocean fully clothed, run 
back over that sand dune and roll back down it, so they were 
completely covered in water and sand,” he said. 

The training, as he explained, was made so players could 
be as uncomfortable as possible. 

They were assigned to carry 350-400 pound logs in teams. 
“Not one guy quit, everyone made it through,” said 

Sanchez. “There was not one person that was going to quit out 
there because they knew that quitting would mean quitting on 
their team and quitting on their group. On our ride back over I 
had the biggest smile on my face because those guys went 
through three hours of intense training and the thing that I was 
impressed with the most was that by the end of the day, they 
were having fun, they had smiles and they loved it.” 

Sanchez said the SEAL workout was a good team-
building experience. 

Carberry said he would like to have the team train with 
the SEALs again soon. 

“It was a great learning experience,” he said. “You can go 
to college for 10 years and not learn what they learned about 
themselves in three hours.” 
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43. NCIS Honors Fallen Law Enforcement 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 17 MAY 12) ... Crystal Nosal, Naval Criminal Investigative Service Public Affairs 

QUANTICO, Va. -- The Naval Criminal Investigative 
Service (NCIS) Headquarters in Quantico, VA, hosted a 
wreath-laying ceremony on Peace Officers Memorial Day, 
May 15. 

The event honored the eight members of the Department 
of the Navy Law Enforcement community including Navy 
civilian police officer Sergeant Irving Snyder, Marine Corps 
criminal investigator Staff Sergeant Daniel Tindle, NCIS 
Special Agents Harry Schanz, Jerry Kramer, Douglas Kocina, 
Brett McKee, Thomas Marzilli and NCIS Investigator Joseph 
Emanuele-all of whom died in the line of duty. 

Special Agent Mark Clookie, the director of NCIS, 
reminded the audience that NCIS gathers each year to pay 
tribute to those members of the Department of the Navy that 
we have lost in the line of the duty. Clookie stated that 

dedication to community and selfless sacrifice are the values 
of the fallen officers whose names are etched on the wall of 
the National Law Enforcement Memorial in Washington, D.C. 
Director Clookie concluded his remarks with,"We thank all of 
our personnel, as well as their families, for their decision to 
serve us." 

Raymond F. Geoffroy, Jr., assistant deputy commandant, 
HQMC, brought up the proximity of Memorial Day to Police 
Week. 

"While many people think of the holiday as time away 
from work, or the start of summer, this is actually a time to 
recognize those who have gone before us, who have served 
and protected this nation," he said. 

This year marks the 40th anniversary of Special Harry 
Schanz's death and a number of his family members were in 
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attendance at the ceremony. Marie Burris, one of Schanz's four 
daughters, spoke on behalf of their family. She described the 
shock of her father's death on family and friends, but also 
illustrated how far they have each come in 40 years. "As a 
family, we hope that you will continue to recognize those 
killed in the line of duty each year. We are always present [at 
this annual ceremony] in our hearts, but we will also be 
physically present whenever we can." 

David McCallum, the actor who portrays Dr. Donald 
"Ducky" Mallard on the NCIS television show, and his wife, 
Katherine, were also present for the ceremony. The names of 

the fallen law enforcement officers were read out to the room 
while USMC Captain Mark Powers played the bagpipes. 
Director Clookie, Raymond F. Geoffroy, Jr., Blair Gluba, 
Naval Criminal Investigative Service Association President, 
and McCallum laid roses at the bases of each fallen officer's 
display to close the ceremony. 

There were 173 local, state and federal law enforcement 
officers killed in the line of duty in 2011, according to the 
National Law Enforcement officers Memorial Fund. That is a 
13 percent increase over 2010. 
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44. Mayport Marks 25-Year Anniversary Of Stark Attack 
(FLORIDA TIMES-UNION 17 MAY 12) ... William Browning 

Peter Weber stood at the podium and read the names. 
After each one, a bell rang. When it did, Weber saw their faces 
in his mind. 

The annual memorial ceremony for the men who lost their 
lives when the USS Stark was attacked May 17, 1987, took 
place Thursday at Mayport Naval Station. 

As their names were called, everyone in the crowd, one-
by-one, stood. It was easy to make out the men who were 
aboard the Stark when it was attacked 25 years ago. They 
saluted. 

In all, 37 Sailors died in the surprise attack. The Stark was 
on patrol in the Arabian Gulf at the time. 

Weber was a Sailor aboard the Stark when two Iraqi 
Exocet missiles struck the frigate. He remembers screaming 
and fire. He lives in Jacksonville now and attends the 
ceremony each year at Mayport Naval Station to honor his 
fallen shipmates. 

“I want to keep the names of those Sailors alive,” the 49-
year-old said after the ceremony. “I don’t want people to 
forget.” 

Arthur Conklin spoke during the ceremony Thursday. He 
also was aboard the Stark during the attack. He has attended 
the ceremony at Mayport for the past five years and each time, 
he said, he reflects on the men killed. 

“People call them heroes,” he said. “What made them 
heroes is not the fact that they died for their country. What 
made them heroes was the fact that they raised their right 
hands to serve their country.” 

He also talked about the families that had loved ones give 
the ultimate sacrifice. 

“When we went to sea, they stayed behind and kept the 
home front running,” Conklin said. 

One of the Sailors who died was Petty Officer 3rd Class 
Joseph Watson. He was 25 years old. He and his wife had a 

plan. He was going to serve his country for four years and then 
go back to Michigan State University to finish his education. 
That dream never happened. 

“The hardest part was looking at the potential — what we 
were going to do — that was lost,” Kristin Shannon, his then-
wife, said. “There is no second chance.” 

Watson was buried in Michigan. His parents have died. 
Shannon keeps the flag that was draped across his coffin in a 
“special place” in her bedroom. She has since re-married, has 
five children and lives in Jacksonville. Each year she 
understands more and more, she said, the sacrifice Watson and 
his shipmates made. And each year she attends the ceremony. 

“It honors his service,” Shannon said. “This is the only 
thing we have left.” 

The ceremony featured a speech by Rear Adm. David M. 
Thomas, commander, Naval Surface Force Atlantic. Other 
Sailors who were on the Stark spoke about their memories 
during the hour-long event that was attended by 150-plus 
people. It ended with a rifle salute and a playing of taps 
beneath the oak trees. 

Paul Mullendore was one of the men who held a salute 
when Weber read the names of the Sailors. Mullendore was 
not aboard the Stark when it was attacked but came to the 
memorial to pay his respects. 

“I was a Sailor for 31 and half years,” the 66-year-old said 
as he walked away alone from the ceremony. “Whenever I get 
the opportunity, I honor my fellow Sailors who have gone 
before me, for whatever reason. They are my shipmates.” 

The Stark was retired in 1999. The Naval Order of the 
United States, First Coast Commandery, sponsors its annual 
memorial services. 

View Slideshow (62 Photos) 
View Clip (RT: 9:22) 
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45. Landing Practice For U.S. Carrier-Based Aircraft Opened To Press 
(KYODO NEWS 17 MAY 12) 

KAGOSHIMA, Japan -- U.S. Navy in Japan has opened 
to the press its landing practice for carrier-based aircraft on 
Iwoto Island in the Pacific, a drill Japan's Defense Ministry is 
considering moving to Mage Island in Kagoshima Prefecture. 

During the so-called field carrier landing practice 
Wednesday on a runway substituting for the nuclear-powered 
aircraft carrier George Washington which is deployed at 

Yokosuka base in Kanagawa Prefecture, FA-18 fighters 
repeated touch-and-go landings at intervals of several minutes. 

Under a cloudy sky, the fighters came in one after another 
to the runway at speeds of about 200 kilometers per hour, 
landing only briefly and taking off again without coming to a 
full stop. 

U.S. forces usually conduct night landing practices on 
Iwoto Island, more than 1,000 km away from central Tokyo. 
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But Wednesday's night-time practices were suspended due to 
low visibility caused by fog. 

U.S. Navy Capt. Dennis Mikeska told reporters that it is 
essential to find a location for the drills that meets safety 
requirements, noting that there is nowhere near Iwoto Island 
for fighters to make emergency landings in case of trouble. 
Iwoto Island has been hosting the drills on a provisional basis 
since 1991. 

Local communities in Kagoshima Prefecture are strongly 
opposed to the ministry's proposal to relocate the landing drills 
to Mage Island, due partly to concerns over noise. 

Under a 2006 bilateral accord on the realignment of U.S. 
forces in Japan, the two governments plan to transfer U.S. 
carrier-borne fighter jets from the U.S. Navy's Atsugi base in 
Kanagawa Prefecture, southwest of Tokyo, to a base in 
Iwakuni, Yamaguchi Prefecture, in western Japan. 

In light of the plan, the ministry has explored the 
possibility of moving the landing practices from Iwoto Island 
to Mage Island, some 400 km from Iwakuni. 
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NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
46. Afghanistan Battles Yield Two Navy Crosses 
(MARINE CORPS TIMES 17 MAY 12) ... Gina Cavallaro 

Two California-based Marines are scheduled to receive 
Navy Cross awards on Friday for their actions during separate 
battles in Afghanistan’s Helmand province. 

The recipients are Sgt. Cliff Wooldridge of Twentynine 
Palms and Sgt. Christopher Farias of Camp Pendleton. The 
Navy Cross is the nation’s second-highest award for combat 
valor, below only the Medal of Honor. 

Wooldridge, a member of 3rd Battalion, 7th Marines, is 
credited with fending off a Taliban ambush in close-quarters 
battle on June 18, 2010, in Musa Qala. 

During the engagement, Wooldridge snatched a machine 
gun from the hands of an enemy fighter and, following a tense 
struggle on the ground, killed his opponent by striking him in 
the head with the weapon’s butt stock. The remaining Taliban 
then retreated, ending a potentially deadly ambush against 
Wooldridge’s platoon, according to an account of the battle 
provided to Marine Corps Times in late 2010. 

Wooldridge is scheduled to receive his award from Navy 
Secretary Ray Mabus. 

Farias, a member of 1st Battalion, 11th Marines, is 
credited with repelling a Taliban ambush Oct. 5, 2010, that 
threatened to overrun his unit’s patrol base in Helmand’s 
Kajaki district. 

During the battle, Farias and several other Marines were 
severely wounded by explosive rounds fired from a recoilless 
rifle. Nevertheless, Farias pulled himself up, directed triage 
efforts and then called for suppressive machine gun fire, 
according to a news release from the 1st Marine Division, his 
unit’s parent command. His actions as an assistant squad 
leader allowed for the safe evacuation of his wounded 
comrades. 

Farias is scheduled to be recognized by Navy 
Undersecretary Robert Work. 
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47. U.S. Navy Destroyers Steal The Show In 'Battleship' 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 17 MAY 12) ... Dan De Luce 

WASHINGTON — U.S. Navy Sailors tend to be 
overlooked when it comes to Hollywood blockbusters, but the 
new action movie "Battleship" features American destroyers 
and their crews in the starring role, waging war against hostile 
aliens in the Pacific Ocean. 

The Pentagon gave director Peter Berg access to a huge 
naval exercise and allowed him to film scenes on six ships, 
including four destroyers, an aircraft carrier and an 
amphibious assault ship, officials said. 

Even the retired USS Missouri, known for hosting the 
surrender of the Japanese in World War II, gets screen time in 
the film, which opens at the U.S. box office on Friday after 
debuting abroad in April. 

Script writers have not taken much interest in naval 
warfare for decades but U.S. naval recruiters will be ecstatic 
over scenes from "Battleship" with Sailors performing heroic 
deeds on deck in blue camouflage, the new uniform for 
American surface warfare officers. 

"It's very much a SWO picture," said Philip Strub, who 
oversees the Pentagon's cooperation with the movie industry. 

The sea power-theme echoes talk by strategists in 
Washington who now speak of returning to America's 

"maritime roots," as the United States keeps a watchful eye on 
China's growing military and economic might. 

But aliens -- and not the Chinese -- are the bad guys in 
"Battleship." And unlike World War II-era movies, 
"Battleship" portrays Japan as a staunch American ally, 
including a supporting role for a Japanese naval officer. 

Inspired by the classic board game, "Battleship" stars 
Liam Neeson as Admiral Shane and pop singer Rihanna dons 
a naval uniform to play the part of Petty Officer Cora "Weps" 
Raikes. 

She falls under the command of an impulsive young 
officer named Alex Hopper, played by Taylor Kitsch of NBC's 
"Friday Night Lights" fame, who finds himself face-to-face 
with a powerful alien enemy. 

Pentagon advisers to the film gave Rihanna high marks 
for her portrayal of the petty officer, Strub said. 

"What I heard from people in the navy is that she does a 
pretty good job. People say she's credible," he told AFP. 

During filming, a naval officer on the set noticed Rihanna 
failed to wear a regulation T-shirt under her navy uniform, 
unlike other female Sailors standing nearby. The officer told 
them that would never be allowed on a real warship. 
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The filmmakers quickly obliged and the pop diva opted 
for a more modest look, Strub said. 

Dozens of real Sailors also appear in the movie, as well as 
a wounded Army officer from the Iraq war who lost both his 
legs in combat. Colonel Greg Gadson plays a veteran 
recovering in Hawaii from his critical war injuries. 

To put modern warships on the screen, the film 
production made the most of aerial shots from a "Rim of the 
Pacific" exercise in 2010, a drill that the U.S. Navy conducts 
every two years with allies. 

The USS John Paul Jones, one of several guided missile 
destroyers in the picture, was filmed in port at San Diego and 
at sea during a training exercise in August, officials said. 

Hollywood producers and directors are permitted to film 
American military hardware for a fee but only after the 

Pentagon reads a script and approves how military characters 
are portrayed. 

The Defense Department weighs whether a film subject 
offers "valuable information" to the public or could help with 
recruitment, and sometimes goes to great lengths to cooperate 
with movie projects, such as "Black Hawk Down." 

The Pentagon turned down a chance to work with the 
makers of "The Hurt Locker," a film about a bomb disposal 
team that went on to win six Oscars in 2010, partly because 
the main character's venturing off base was considered 
unrealistic. 

Navy leaders apparently have no qualms about the script, 
as the service's civilian chief, Navy Secretary Ray Mabus, 
appears in the film as the skipper of the aircraft carrier USS 
Ronald Reagan. 
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48. Battleship 
“Transformers" with better characters and a third act 
(CHICAGO SUN-TIMES 17 MAY 12) ... Roger Ebert 

"This could be like Columbus and the Indians," a nerdy 
radio astronomer worries. "Except we're the Indians." 

From a powerful transmission facility in Hawaii, he's 
supervised the transmission of a signal to the Earth-like Planet 
G in another galaxy, and in no time at all, aliens come calling. 
Considering that they arrive in weeks, they must have 
discovered faster-than-light speeds, so it's a little strange that 
when they arrive they're strictly analog. Their vast warships 
splash down in the Pacific (except for fragments that devastate 
Hong Kong in one of those toppling skyscraper scenes so 
beloved in disaster movies). But these alien craft are only 
armed at a level that makes their battle with U.S. warships 
more or less a standoff. 

Why would the U.S. fleet conveniently already be near 
the splashdown point? It's involved in war games with allies 
such as Japan, which provides an excuse for a Japanese officer 
to take temporary command of one of our ships and thus boost 
the grosses of "Battleship" in Asia. It's also handy that the 
aliens create a force field that forms an impenetrable barrier 
around their craft, which seals in three U.S. ships, locks out all 
other ships and explains why our jets don't simply nuke the 
SOB. 

Of course, in the old B-movie tradition, our response to 
the alien visit is immediately military. There's not one word of 
discussion about the aliens possibly just making a social call. 
We invite them, they come and we open fire. This despite the 
fact that they're remarkably humanoid; when we finally 
remove the helmet from one alien's spacesuit, he turns out to 
look alarmingly like James Carville. 

In the set-up, we meet a shiftless beach bum named Alex 
Hopper (Taylor Kitsch), whose brother Stone (Alexander 
Skarsgard) is a naval officer. In a bar, Alex hits on the 
lithesome Samantha Shane (Brooklyn Decker), who wouldn't 
you know is the daughter of the admiral of the fleet (Liam 
Neeson). Breaking into a convenience store to get her a 
burrito, Alex is arrested and his brother delivers an ultimatum: 
Join the Navy or else. 

Meanwhile, the nerdy Cal (Hamish Linklater) supervises 
transmission of the signal to Planet G, and in no more time 
than it takes to get Alex into uniform and on board a U.S. 
destroyer, five alien spacecraft enter our solar system in tight 

formation. One alien craft then levitates from the ocean 
depths, as large as a skyscraper and bristling with ominous 
protrusions. You gotta say it takes real nerve for a 
communications officer (Rihanna) and two seamen to speed 
over to it in a rubber boat armed with just a machinegun. 

In a parallel story, we learn Samantha is a physical 
therapist working with the Army vet Mick Canales (real-life 
Iraq hero Gregory D. Gadson). She takes him on a hike up the 
mountainside where the big NASA radio dishes are located, 
they meet the nerd, and much depends on preventing the aliens 
from phoning home. In the Pentagon situation room, officials 
fret. There's the obligatory montage of cable news reports on 
the alien invasion, and the U.S. destroyers exchange fire with 
the aliens. Two ships are destroyed, including the one 
commanded by Stone, and after several officers on Alex's ship 
die, he turns out to be next in command and becomes the 
captain of the surviving U.S. destroyer. So that's convenient. 
The characters we met at the beginning all become the key 
players. 

"Battleship" is based on the Hasbro board game of the 
same name, unplayed by me. You get a sense of that when 
radar doesn't work, and Rihanna figures out a way to deduce 
the underwater movements of the alien craft by tracking wave 
patterns on a grid with old-fashioned weather buoys. The film 
eventually comes down to lots of scenes in which things get 
blowed up real good. One alien weapon is especially 
fearsome: a large metal ball with spikes, which rolls through 
things and flattens them. Were less sophisticated versions of 
this used in medieval times, maybe made of flaming tar balls? 

The film is in the tradition of the "Transformers" movies, 
also based on Hasbro games, and you get the feeling that 
Hasbro showed director Peter Berg some Michael Bay movies 
and told him to go and do likewise. To his credit, "Battleship" 
is a more entertaining film than the "Transformers" titles, 
because it has slightly more fully fleshed characters, a better 
plot and a lot of naval combat strategy. The work of Gregory 
D. Gadson, as the disabled vet, is especially effective; he has a 
fierce screen presence. Rihanna is as convincing as the 
character allows, and Taylor Kitsch makes a sturdy if 
predictable hero. 
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But the nicest touch is that "Battleship" has an honest-to-
God third act, instead of just settling for nonstop fireballs and 
explosions, as Bay likes to do. I don't want to spoil it for you. 

Let's say the Greatest Generation still has the right stuff and 
leave it at that. 

Battleship Movie Review (2 1/2 Stars) 
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49. An Intrepid Vessel With Firepower 
Battleship Movie Review (3 Stars) 
(WASHINGTON POST 18 MAY 12) ... Michael O'Sullivan 

Battleship — Hasbro’s venerable game of naval strategy 
in which players use a combination of guesswork and logic to 
deduce the location of their opponents’ ships — isn’t exactly 
known for its thrill-a-minute narrative complexity. So it’s 
understandable if some moviegoers might approach the new 
action-adventure film inspired by it with the same trepidation 
they would feel about "Yahtzee: The Movie." 

Fear not. "Battleship" is an invigorating blast of cinematic 
adrenaline. 

Deftly directed by Peter Berg ("Friday Night Lights"), 
from a script by brothers Eric and Jon Hoeber ("Red") that 
adds muscle, sinew and heart to the skeletal source material, 
the resulting film is an enormously entertaining amusement-
park ride. Yes, it’s a bit preposterous, not to mention loud. But 
it’s also brisk and viscerally thrilling, with a genuine surprise 
or two — including a plot twist that manages to brilliantly 
incorporate the game’s essential DNA of blindly shooting at 
invisible targets. It’s the most fun anyone could ever have 
staring at a grid of blinking dots. 

Of course, the story is about more than trying to sink 
someone’s unseen battleship. Especially because the 
"someone," in this case, is an alien armada that has splashed 
down in the waters off Hawaii. As with most extraterrestrials 
since "The War of the Worlds," they have not come in peace. 

Responding to the threat is the U.S. Navy, personified by 
the crew of the destroyer John Paul Jones and its captain, Alex 
Hopper (Taylor Kitsch). A young, untested lieutenant who is 
unexpectedly thrust into the role of leader when the aliens’ 
initial attack leaves him the senior officer standing, Hopper 
and his ship are left to face the aliens, and separated from the 
rest of the fleet — from the rest of the world, really — by a 
domelike force field. 

This, of course, sets up the cat-and-mouse-like maneuvers 
that are at the heart of both the game and the movie. The alien 
vessels, which hop about on the surface of the ocean like 
aquatic insects, are impervious to our radar. And certain 

anatomical peculiarities of the aliens’ vision also make it 
difficult for them to fully "see" us. Their "Terminator"-like 
scanning ability seems to allow them to identify military 
hardware more readily than people. 

Several elements add depth and texture to this 
straightforward set-up, including Hopper’s inferiority complex 
about his older, more seasoned brother (Alexander Skarsgard), 
a straight-arrow naval commander whose fate, early in the 
film, precipitates his little brother’s reluctant maturation. 
Hopper also has a honey, Sam (Brooklyn Decker), back in 
Hawaii, a physical therapist at a veteran’s hospital whose 
work with a double amputee (real-life Army Col. Gregory D. 
Gadson, making his acting debut) plays a critical role in the 
ensuing battle. Gadson is no Laurence Olivier, but he makes 
an appealing hero. 

Sam also happens to be the daughter of an admiral (a 
gruffly appealing, if less than essential, Liam Neeson). 

Rather than encumbering the story, these added 
ingredients mainly enrich it. So, too, do the circumstances of 
the film’s climax, a flat-out fun and shamelessly stirring twist 
that involves a group of World War II vets and a 
decommissioned battleship. It’s been decades since the Navy 
actually used one of those steam-powered behemoths — as 
opposed to the more modern class of destroyer seen most 
often in the film — but what "Battleship" worth its salt could 
be made without one? The movie’s themes of sacrifice, 
heroism and honor — especially the respect for tradition — 
may be corny and old-fashioned, but what can I say? They still 
work. 

Mostly, however, it’s the action that propels this fleet film 
forward. Like its naval namesake, "Battleship" may be bulky, 
long and overblown, but when it gets in the water it’s as 
nimble as a speedboat. 

Sure, it may be beset by a few cliches — along with 
aliens — but in the end it manages to outmaneuver them all. 
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50. Promotion For Navy Secretary Mabus Courtesy Hollywood 
(CNN 17 MAY 12) ... Larry Shaughnessy 

Those who spend enough time around the military know 
promotions are important to folks in uniform. But one Sailor 
has made the jump from a lieutenant (junior grade) to captain 
in one big leap, with help from Hollywood. 

Ray Mabus served as a very junior officer on the USS 
Little Rock in the early 1970s. He left the Navy with the rank 
of a junior lieutenant and later became a successful 
businessman, diplomat and politician. 

Now he's secretary of the Navy, the civilian in charge of 
the entire Navy and Marine Corps. 

But he's donned the khaki uniform again. Only this time 
he's just one promotion short of an admiral.That promotion did 
not come courtesy the military. Mabus got the big jump in 

rank thanks to the makers of the new movie "Battleship." The 
movie, which opens in theaters this weekend, is loosely based 
on the game, but it's more like "Transformers at Sea," with the 
U.S. Navy (and others) battling aliens to save Earth. 

The filmmakers, who depended on the Navy for a lot of 
help, asked Mabus to play the role of the commanding officer 
of the USS Ronald Reagan, one of America's newest nuclear-
powered aircraft carriers. 

That's a job typically given to Navy captains, not former 
junior grade officers. Of course, this is a movie about 
battleships, a type of warship that's been obsolete for decades. 
The Navy got rid of its last battle-wagons six years ago. Many 
are now just floating museums. 
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Mabus isn't the only real-life military person in the movie. 
Also appearing is Col. Greg Gadson, still in the active duty 
Army, despite losing both his legs to an improvised explosive 
device in Iraq. 

But while Mabus got a promotion, Gadson was demoted 
from full colonel in real life to lieutenant colonel in the movie. 

However, Gadson does play many of his scenes opposite 
former Sports Illustrated cover model-turned-actress Brooklyn 
Decker. 

So, some might say Gadson did pretty well for himself. 
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51. At 100, Spirit Of Marine Flight Soars 
San Diego aviators celebrate Marine centennial 
(SAN DIEGO UNION TRIBUNE 17 MAY 12) ... Gretel Kovach 

When “flying leathernecks” look back on the history of 
Marine aviation, their flight log tracks dramatic technological 
change, inevitable turbulence over new aircraft and flight 
methods, and a cockpit view ranging from Atlantic ocean 
battles to the mountains of Afghanistan. 

Some of the most important things, however, haven’t 
changed much since the birth of Marine aviation 100 years 
ago. As the Corps celebrates its aviation centennial this month, 
“it’s really about the people,” said Lt. Col. Jason Woodworth, 
commanding officer of VMFA-323, an F/A-18 Hornet fighter 
jet squadron based at Miramar Marine Corps Air Station. 

“It’s important for us to understand where we came 
from,” and the giants whose shoulders Marine aviators stand 
on today, he said. “The airplanes are interesting, but they are 
just machinery.” 

Lt. Alfred Cunningham was the first Marine to report for 
flight training, on May 22, 1912, two years after liftoff for 
U.S. military aviation and one year after the Navy. 

Marine aviators have flown in every major conflict since 
World War I. Along the way, they pioneered flight tactics 
such as the use of helicopters to insert ground troops during 
the Korean War. They helped develop new aircraft such as the 
V-22 tilt-rotor Osprey and used vertical-landing Harrier jump 
jets to fly from rudimentary air strips and amphibious assault 
ships. 

With precision guided bombs and their own air support, 
the Marine Corps could travel light and seize a tactical 
advantage through “danger close” air strikes. 

It is a history marked by innovation, said retired Col. Earl 
“The Pearl” Wederbrook, 57, a former Hornet pilot who works 
at Miramar for Raytheon. 

Wederbrook is a history buff fascinated by advances in 
aviation technology, but “as a pilot you hear all the time: it’s 
not the machine, it’s the man in the machine that makes the 
difference,” he said. 

When he and other naval aviators gathered at the Miramar 
Officers Club recently to kick off the centennial celebrations, 
they compared specs on everything from flight pay to 
airframes. Local members of the Marine Corps Aviation 
Association, the Association of Naval Aviation and the 
Tailhook Association gathered to honor a San Diego legend, 
former New York Yankees all-star turned Padres announcer 
Jerry Coleman. 

The Douglas SBD dive bomber Coleman flew in World 
War II was nicknamed “Slow But Deadly.” The aircraft 
topped out at about 250 miles an hour but still managed to 
scuttle four Japanese aircraft carriers at the Battle of Midway. 

The F/A-18 Hornet jets that the khaki flight suit crowd in 
attendance fly today travel more than 1,000 miles per hour, 
faster than the speed of sound. 

Coleman looked out at them and saw himself at a younger 
age. “I feel at home here,” he said. April 1, 1944, the day he 
got his wings of gold and became a Marine pilot, was the 
greatest day of his life. 

“To this day nothing matches that,” he told the group. 
“World Series games with 80,000 people don’t mean a 
thing… The real thing is what you’re doing for your country.” 

After Coleman recounted his later flight missions over the 
frozen wilderness of Korea and the haunting look on the face 
of his best friend’s widow, many in the room were struck by 
how much they have in common. 

“We have a proud lineage,” said Capt. Chris Bergman, a 
28-year-old Hornet pilot with VMFA-314. Bergman’s father, 
two brothers and a brother-in-law all were Marine pilots, but 
the Corps’ close-knit aviation community extends beyond his 
own family. 

“Technologically it’s changed significantly, but the spirit 
of the guy in the seat hasn’t changed. They were trying to do 
the same thing that we’re all trying to do: support the Marine 
on the ground,” Bergman said. 

Today about 25,000 Marines are assigned to the Corps’ 
three active-duty air wings. They fly about 1,200 aircraft, from 
helicopters to cargo planes and jets, not including aerial 
drones. 

The 3rd Marine Aircraft Wing headquartered at Miramar 
is the largest, with about 13,000 people based at the San Diego 
installation, Camp Pendleton and Yuma. 

The relatively small size of the Marine aviation 
community lends itself to familiar faces. For instance, when 
Wederbrook flew combat missions over Fallujah, Iraq in 2004, 
“You’re talking on the radio and it’s not just some voice. It’s 
somebody you know, personally. When he says ‘no (joke) we 
need it now...’” asking for an air strike, “that sense of 
brotherhood is real. It’s not just a recruiting slogan. You 
would do anything to support your fellow Marine.” 

The last decade has been a phenomenal time to be a 
Marine aviator, local fliers said. Fatter wartime military 
budgets helped the Corps pay for an ongoing overhaul of its 
air fleet, as airframes such as the CH-46 helicopter in use 
since the Vietnam war are upgraded or replaced. 

Two major wars in two countries also were an 
opportunity to skywrite a new chapter in Marine aviation 
history and learn from mistakes in real-time. 

For example, Operation Anaconda, a 2002 mission in 
Afghanistan that suffered from faulty intelligence and poor 
coordination, was a “very poor example of joint warfighting. I 
believe that Anaconda to a great degree accelerated a lot of the 
integrated planning that took place for the invasion of Iraq,” 
recalled Marine Col. John Jansen, commanding officer of 
Marine Aircraft Group 11 at Miramar. “We thought, ‘hey 
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when we do this much bigger operation by orders of 
magnitude in Iraq, we better make sure we get this right.’ ” 

The result was a textbook smooth air campaign against 
Saddam Hussein’s regime in Iraq. 

Flying his Hornet jet in those first waves over Baghdad in 
March 2003 was a high point in his career, said Lt. Col. 
Thomas Fries, who also served in Afghanistan, Bosnia and 
Serbia. 

“You realize that everything you’ve done has really come 
to that moment,” said Fries, 43, now the executive officer of 
Miramar. Years of preparation to become a Marine pilot, 
extensive combat training and planning for the invasion — in 
the sky over Iraq, “that’s where everything came together.” 

War in Iraq and Afghanistan also ushered in an expanded 
role for unmanned aircraft. Jansen’s wingman during one 
bombing operation in Afghanistan was a Predator drone 
piloted by an aviator half-way around the world in Nevada. 
“That’s pretty amazing,” Jansen said. 

Sidebar - A Few Highlights Of Marine Aviation 
History 

For more information about the centennial of Marine 
aviation and a more extensive timeline of flying leatherneck 
history, visit the USMC web site. 

 May 22, 1912: first Marine aviator reports for duty 

 Oct. 14, 1918: Marine pilots in France fly first all-
Marine combat mission 

 August-November 1942: Marine fighter and dive 
bomber squadrons pivotal in World War II battle at 
Guadalcanal 

 Feb. 19, 1945: Carrier-based Marine squadrons 
support Marines storming the beach at Iwo Jima 

 Sept. 21, 1951: Marine Helicopter Transport 
Squadron 161 makes first combat vertical assault into 
Korean War 

 April 9, 1962: Marines enter Vietnam War via helos 
flying off Navy amphib ships, Operation Shufly 

 April 16, 1971: first AV-8A Harrier adds vertical 
landing jets to Marine aviation 

 Jan. 17, 1991: Operation Desert Storm begins, with 
3rd MAW providing essential support for liberation 
of Kuwait 

 Nov. 25, 2001: Marine helos and KC-130 planes fly 
Marines into Afghanistan from ships 400 miles away, 
transporting first major conventional force into the 
war 

 Nov. 8, 2004: Marines among joint force providing 
close air support for intense urban battle in Fallujah, 
Iraq 

 March 22, 2011: Marine MV-22 Osprey crew helps 
rescue downed Air Force pilots in Libya 
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52. Despite Bay Area Efforts, The USS Iowa Is Heading To L.A. As A Military Museum 
(CONTRA COSTA (CA) TIMES 17 MAY 12) ... Thomas Peele 

For more than a decade the USS Iowa sat quietly 
mothballed in the Suisun Bay Reserve Fleet, luring military 
history junkies with her giant guns, sleek prow and romantic 
history who dreamed of making her a floating a museum -- 
and a big Bay Area tourist attraction. 

Those who wanted the WW II battleship known as "The 
Big Stick" envisioned her anchored in a Northern California 
city -- San Francisco, Stockton, Vallejo and Alameda among 
them -- and drawing hundreds of thousands of visitors a year, 
boosting the local economy. But plan after plan to keep the 
storied vessel in the region collapsed and eventually her 
supporters looked elsewhere. 

Sunday afternoon, after nearly 11 years in Bay Area 
waters, the Iowa is scheduled to glide, under tow, under the 
Golden Gate Bridge and disappear into the Pacific one final 
time on what is likely her last voyage. 

The Iowa will be on the way to the Port of Los Angeles, 
where she is scheduled to open to the public in July, and 
leaving in her wake ruined dreams and remaining questions 
about why a region with both a rich nautical and military 
heritage and dependency on tourism dollars couldn't keep one 
of the most historic ships the United States ever launched. 

Built in 1940, the Iowa has been called "the world's 
greatest Naval ship." She hosted more U.S. presidents than 
any other ship in the Naval Fleet, and saw combat in World 
War II and the Korean War. In 1989, the Iowa was the scene 
of one the largest noncombat catastrophes in the military, 
when an explosion ripped through a gun turret during a 
training exercise, killing 47 crewmen. 

To Oakland resident Kevin Gaines, a Navy veteran who 
served on the Iowa in the 1980s, the region's loss is immense 
and regretful. 

"People would have flocked to it," he said. "To actually 
have a WWII battleship with the history, the casualties, the 
stories that come along with it, that would have been 
ridiculous. It would have been a cash cow." 

But the Iowa is set to leave. 
"Northern California couldn't get it together," said 

Marilyn Wong, a Mill Valley resident and president of a 
nonprofit group -- Historic Ships Memorial at Pacific Square -
- that tried to find a local home for the Iowa for years. "We 
couldn't get anywhere. It got messy. Everything that could 
have gone wrong, went wrong." 

But members of another nonprofit, The Pacific Battleship 
Center, who had been part of Wong's group for years but left it 
in frustration, managed to raise money and convince Port of 
Los Angeles officials to let them dock the Iowa at a pier in 
San Pedro. There, they estimate, the dreadnought could draw 
upward of 400,000 visitors yearly. 

"It was more of an organizational-type thing," said 
Jonathan Williams, the Pacific Battleship Center's vice 
president, of the Bay Area failures to keep the Iowa. Wong, he 
said, lacked "a clear understanding of how to make it work 
and (didn't have) a full idea on a business plan." 

The Historic Ships group floundered at fundraising, 
records show, never approaching the millions needed to make 
the Iowa a museum. Nonprofit statements filed with the IRS 
show that between 2008 and 2010, the organization raised just 
less than $130,000 and in 2010 had $12,654 in the bank. 
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But Williams' group, bolstered by a recent $3 million 
grant by the Iowa state government to preserve its namesake 
and an aggressive fundraising campaign, has raised $7 million 
in cash, donated labor and sponsorships, he said. Federal 
nonprofit records, which lag as long two years before being 
made public, are not yet available for Pacific battleship 
Center. 

Wong conceded her efforts to win the ship are over -- the 
Navy formally awarded it to Pacific Battleship on Sept. 6 -- 
but her group is still soliciting donations for an Iowa museum 
on its website. She said she is interested in acquiring other 
ships for Bay Area museums, but her site clearly asks for 
donations to save the Iowa, to which her group no longer has 
any formal ties. 

Williams questioned Wong's honesty for still raising 
money under the ship's name. "It's very frustrating to us," he 
said. 

Wong claims Williams and others "hijacked" the ship 
from her. 

Each was drawn to the Iowa for the same reason -- a 
dream. Wong is a self-described history buff who thought it 
would be "neat" to help run a museum ship. Williams, who 
lives in Modesto, calls the Iowa a "labor of love" kindled by 
his grandfather, a Navy veteran who served on battleships in 
WWII. 

But neither of their organizations could keep the ship in 
the region. 

San Francisco supervisors voted in 2005 to turn the Iowa 
away from what Wong said was always the most logical home 
for it -- the city's sprawling waterfront, probably near 
Fisherman's Wharf or along the Embarcadero. The city's 
rejection was fueled largely by opposition to the Iraq War and 
the Defense Department's then "Don't Ask, Don't Tell" policy 
governing gays in the military. 

"It was after the 9/11 patriotism had turned down and the 
worm had turned in Iraq," said San Francisco Supervisor Sean 
Elsbernd, one of three who voted to accept the ship. "There 
was a lot of push back against the war." 

Wong then sought a home at the former Mare Island 
Naval Shipyard in Vallejo, but also had to fight off an effort 
by former U.S. Rep. Richard Pombo, R-Tracy, to have the 
ship moved to the Port of Stockton as an attraction. But even 
after the Stockton idea withered, Wong's group was unable 
raise much money for the Vallejo proposal. Those efforts were 
further stymied because the Mare Island Strait needed to be 
dredged so the Iowa could pass through, adding millions to the 
price tag. 

It was during the failed efforts in Vallejo that Williams 
and others left Wong's organization, creating their own 
nonprofit group and eventually convincing the Navy last year 
to award them the ship. Seeing no viable options left in the 
Bay Area, the group agreed to tow it to Southern California. 

Could the Iowa have been successful draw in the Bay 
Area, and especially San Francisco? 

"They would have had to beaten people away with a 
stick," said Bill Tunnell, executive director of the USS 
Alabama, another World War II battleship turned museum, but 
Wong's group "wasn't successful in fundraising at all." 

The Alabama, docked in Mobile, Ala., is part of a larger 
museum that includes aircraft and a submarine. It pumps about 
$30 million a year into the local economy, Tunnell estimated. 

The Iowa could have produced bigger numbers in the Bay 
Area, he added. "It's just a real shame." 

Still, the maintenance costs of museum ships are 
immense, he said, and the Alabama, smaller than the Iowa, 
requires about $700,000 a year in upkeep. 

Another museum professional had a more pragmatic view 
of how the Iowa will fare regardless of where it is docked. 

"Historic capital ships are difficult to market as museums 
because of the business plan and the difficulties of generating 
enough audiences," said Steven Horn, vice president of 
Museum Management Consultants in San Francisco. "They 
are a challenge." 

For Williams, that challenge will be faced in San Pedro, a 
small port just west of Long Beach, where pier space was 
available and where there are no other museum ships. The 
Iowa is being billed as the centerpiece of a waterfront 
redevelopment project. 

Wong is skeptical the ship museum will do well there. 
The city has few other attractions and its main tourists are 
people boarding and leaving cruise ships. "Are people really 
going to get off a (cruise) ship and then go visit (a 
battleship)?" Wong said. "San Francisco is the only place for it 
really." 

Williams said his group was not interested in wrestling 
with San Francisco again. It dismissed the Oakland Estuary 
because of containership traffic, and also Alameda, near the 
USS Hornet, because it is in an isolated place with no foot 
traffic. 

Richmond, where the ship has been docked since late last 
year for renovations, has a deep-water facility, but Williams 
said he didn't even know about it until after the Southern 
California deal was signed. 

"It is going to be difficult to watch it leave the Bay Area," 
he said. "But it is going to be more exciting to watch it come 
into Los Angeles. She's turning a new leaf, she has been 
saved." 

So, Sunday, with tugboats slowly nudging her across San 
Francisco Bay and out to sea, the Iowa will be gone. 

"It's going to be the last battleship to go out the Golden 
Gate," Williams said. "It's going to be a cool sight. You'll 
never catch that again." 

View Gallery (4 Photos) 
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53. South Atlantic League’s Home Run Derby To Be Held On USS Yorktown 
(CHARLESTON (SC) POST & COURIER 16 MAY 12) ... Andrew Miller 

Charleston RiverDogs outfielder Tyler Austin has been 
meaning to visit Patriots Point and check out the USS 
Yorktown. 

Austin, who is among the South Atlantic League leaders 
in home runs this season, could get more than the average tour 
of the World War II aircraft carrier next month. 

The Charleston RiverDogs and the South Atlantic League 
have put a new twist on the annual home run derby. 
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The opening round of next month’s home run derby, 
which is part of the 53rd Annual South Atlantic League All-
Star Game, will take place not at Riley Park, but on the flight 
deck of the USS Yorktown in Charleston Harbor. 

Austin, who is leading the SAL in home runs with 11, is 
expected to be one of 10 competitors in the event. 

“I haven’t had a lot of time off, but going to the Yorktown 
has been on my list of things to do,” Austin said. “I heard 
about hitting off the Yorktown (Tuesday morning) and I 
thought it was a great idea. It would be an amazing experience 
and a tremendous honor to take part in something like that if 
I’m selected.” 

The home run derby will take place June 18 at 11 a.m. 
with the championship round being staged the following day 

beginning at 5:15 p.m. at Riley Park, where the All-Star Game 
will be played at 7 p.m. 

The 10 home run derby competitors — five from the 
Northern Division and five from the Southern Division — will 
take their 10 swings on the flight deck. A total of four players 
will make the final round. 

The RiverDogs have hired kayakers and personnel on jet 
skis to retrieve the balls hit into Charleston Harbor. The U.S. 
Coast Guard will assess and note the longest homers to 
determine the finalists and will radio the results to officials 
stationed on the Yorktown. 

The participants in the home run derby will be announced 
at a later date. 
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OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
54. To Keep The West Safe, We Must Join Forces 
In this age of austerity, NATO states will have to be smarter in pooling their resources 
(LONDON TIMES 17 MAY 12) ... Anders Fogh Rasmussen 

We live in a time of increasing security challenges but 
decreasing defence budgets. This is the reality faced by many 
of our allies. And that is the circle NATO leaders must square 
as we meet for our summit in Chicago this weekend. I am 
convinced we can do it. By adopting a new mindset and 
working even more closely together, we can successfully deal 
with those economic challenges while still preparing for the 
security threats we will face. 

At our summit, we will set a goal: the creation of NATO 
Forces 2020 — modern, mobile, military forces that are 
equipped and trained to operate together in any environment 
and that can deal with the full range of security threats. We 
will make a long-term political commitment to pursue this 
goal through new, innovative ways. 

At the heart of this new approach lies the concept of 
Smart Defence. This is about multinational projects, 
prioritising and specialising. By creating an even stronger 
culture of co-operation, allies will be able to provide a level of 
military capability that would be too expensive for any of 
them to deliver alone. 

NATO's fast and effective action to protect the people of 
Libya last year highlighted the type of forces we need if we 
are to remain successful. European and Canadian allies, 
together with partners, undertook most of the operations. But 
the ultimate success of the mission depended on critical 
American assets, especially drones, surveillance and 
intelligence, precision-guided munitions and air-to-air 
refuelling. 

More allies, especially in Europe, should be willing and 
able to obtain those key capabilities. Smart Defence is already 
helping them to do so. We are developing an Alliance Ground 
Surveillance system: 13 allies are acquiring 5 drones and the 
associated command-and-control base stations, which NATO 
will then operate and maintain on behalf of all 28 member 
states. These "eyes in the sky" will provide our commanders 
with a continuous up-to-date picture of what is happening on 
the ground. Another lesson learnt from Libya was the need for 
common ammunition storage, which will help to ensure that 
allies do not run out of precision-guided missiles when they 
need them. 

Smart Defence can take many forms. It can be based on 
bilateral efforts such as the UK-France agreement to develop 
an advanced surveillance drone, or on regional efforts such as 
the acquisition of new artillery pieces by some Nordic 
countries. It can focus on operational deployments, on 
developing new capabilities, or on maintenance and training. 
The key is to invest in what works best. For example, NATO 
nations are jointly policing the airspace of several allies, 
allowing them to focus their resources on areas where they can 
make a difference, such as flexible forces for our mission in 
Afghanistan. At Chicago, we will endorse at least 20 more 
multinational projects. 

The ultimate example of transatlantic teamwork is missile 
defence, which will bring national systems together into an 
integrated NATO-wide system to protect our European 
territory and populations. 

Smart Defence is not about making smart cuts. It is about 
making clever choices and investments to keep our alliance fit 
for purpose and fit for the future. But acquiring the right 
abilities is not enough. We must also maintain the capacity to 
work together. This is what makes the sum greater than the 
individual parts: different nations' weapons and forces 
operating beside each other, with a common purpose under 
NATO command and control. 

We see this every day in Afghanistan, where NATO's 28 
allies are operating shoulder to shoulder with 22 partners — 
from Armenia to Australia, Sweden to Singapore. Our ability 
to work together and, when necessary, fight together is vital 
for our security and the security of the world. We cannot 
afford to lose it as we draw down our troops. 

The Connected Forces Initiative, part of the wider set of 
measures we will adopt in Chicago, exemplifies this effort. It 
aims to expand education and training, step up our joint 
exercises, especially within the NATO Response Force, and 
strengthen the bonds between NATO headquarters and 
national headquarters. 

NATO has an impressive record of success that stretches 
back more than six decades. At this summit we will take the 
necessary decisions to ensure that success continues. In this 
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age of austerity, the choice is stark: Smart Defence or less 
defence. 

Anders Fogh Rasmussen is Secretary General of NATO. 
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55. Budget Crisis Drives Defense Strategy 
Cuts invite our adversaries to challenge us 
(WASHINGTON TIMES 18 MAY 12) ... Adm. James A. Lyons 

Maintaining our freedom and way of life requires that we 
retain our global leadership with a national strategy for 
military superiority that determines our military budget. 
What’s happening today is the reverse, and it will fail. 

Because of the budget crises, the traditional “two-war” 
strategy, which has been the cornerstone of our defense 
planning since the end of the Cold War, has been reduced to 
one major-theater conflict and a “holding” action in another 
theater. Obviously, such a strategy entails greater risks, which 
the administration claims can be managed successfully. This 
remains an open question because our adversaries can use 
their proxies to foment multiple conflicts to confront or 
outmaneuver us. 

Experience tells us there is no question our adversaries 
will capitalize on areas in which we have shown weakness 
and/or consider less important. For example, with Russia 
under its new president, former KGB thug Vladimir Putin, we 
should anticipate an acceleration of its conventional and 
nuclear modernization programs. One of Mr. Putin’s first 
official acts likely will be to snub President Obama by opting 
out of the Group of Eight major economic summit May 18 and 
19 and a meeting with him at Camp David. Mr. Putin may be 
pressing his own “reset” button. 

This follows the threats from Gen. Nikolai Makarov, 
Russia’s most senior military commander, who warned NATO 
that if it proceeded with a controversial American missile 
defense system (intended to intercept Iranian ballistic missiles) 
“a decision to use destructive force pre-emptively will be 
taken if the situation worsens.” However, this could become a 
nonissue if European missile defense becomes a casualty of 
sequestration. 

Nonetheless, the administration’s revised strategy places 
greater emphasis on the Asia-Pacific region, which is essential 
in view of China’s unprecedented and unprovoked 
modernization and expansion of its military forces. China’s 
contemptuous attitude toward the United States and its allies 
with its illegal claims to the South China Sea and its 
continuous role in spreading nuclear weapon technology can 
no long be ignored. 

On April 15, North Korea held a large military parade to 
celebrate the centennial of its founder, Kim II-sung. Toward 
the end of the parade, six large new ballistic missiles rolled by, 
identified as the KN-08. Analysts of China’s military noticed 

the new missiles were carried on unique large 16-wheel 
transporter-erector-launchers (TEL) of Chinese origin, but 
later analysis indicated the missiles were fakes. 

If China had openly assisted a North Korean missile 
program, it would have resulted in the potential to deliver 
nuclear weapons as far as Alaska and also endanger our allies 
in the Western Pacific. Such a transfer would have been in 
direct contravention of U.N. Security Council Resolutions 
1718 and 1874 specifically forbidding the transfer of such 
technology to North Korea. It would have been grounds for 
our immediate withdrawal from the China-led Six-Party Talks 
with North Korea. 

Based on past performance, it should be obvious that what 
North Korea obtains from China will surface soon in Iran. 
Chinese weapons sold to or built in Iran have been used 
against U.S. military forces in Iraq and Afghanistan as well as 
against Israel. 

With the Middle East in continuous turmoil and no 
resolution of the Iranian problem, plus the unpredictability of 
North Korea, modernization of our forces is critical if we are 
to maintain the proper level of deterrence. It also is key to our 
ability to prevail in the Western Pacific. 

It escapes logic to cut back on programs such as the 
number of carrier strike groups, F-35 fighter procurement, 
next-generation bombers, and strategic ballistic missile 
submarines and to carry out a reduction in Navy’s already 
limited shipbuilding program. The Obama administration and 
its congressional allies are handing our enemies an enormous 
advantage by ordering key force and program reductions and, 
in some cases, permanent cancellations. 

There is no question we will continue to be challenged 
and tested by our potential adversaries. They will carefully 
analyze the impact of sequestration on our defense budget as 
well as the outcome of our presidential elections and our 
economy, which must manage three expiring tax cuts 
simultaneously. Therefore, how and where cuts in our defense 
programs are made are critically important. If not managed 
properly, they will have far-reaching consequences for our 
national security. 

Retired Adm. James A. Lyons was commander in chief of 
the U.S. Pacific Fleet and senior U.S. military representative 
to the United Nations. 
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56. Missile Defense Cuts: A Perilous Mistake 
(POLITICO 17 MAY 12) ... Don Young 

North Korea, under its new leader Kim Jong Un, made 
international news recently when its long-range missiles 
disintegrated just seconds after a test launch. 

While many breathed a collective sigh of relief, the rogue 
nation’s latest embarrassment may only strengthen its resolve 
to prove its nuclear capabilities. 

Our military leaders have said that North Korea is 
developing a road-mobile intercontinental ballistic missile, 
and engineers in Iran and North Korea may well be sharing 
information that could expedite their long-range missile 
capabilities. 

“We’re within an inch of war almost every day in that 
part of the world,” Defense Secretary Leon Panetta said about 
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North Korea in a recent CNN interview, “and we just have to 
be very careful about what we say and what we do.” 

The message is clear: Now is not the time for the U.S. to 
let its guard down. 

Yet one look at President Barack Obama’s 2013 budget 
shows that the administration may be doing just that. The 
current budget proposal before Congress slashes $810 million 
from missile defense programs in 2013 and calls for a 
whopping $3.6 billion in cuts over the next five years. 

Most worrisome is that the president puts a key element 
of our missile defense system, the Ground-based Midcourse 
Defense, on the chopping block. This system has been 
designed to take down enemy missiles — like those being 
developed by North Korea — in outer space long before they 
get anywhere near U.S. targets. 

Cuts to this critical program include six Ground-Based 
Interceptor silos at Fort Greely, which are manned by the 
Alaska National Guard assigned to the 49th Missile Defense 
Battalion. 

In addition, the president’s budget would eliminate money 
for the deployment of additional GBIs in Alaska or at 
Vandenberg Air Force Base in California — or even to 
maintain all of the silos in both locations. 

Underfunding missile defense at Fort Greely could prove 
to be a perilous mistake, one that we successfully defeated in 
2009. These interceptors provide the first line of defense for 
the U.S. Not only attacks on Alaska and Hawaii but along 
much of the western part of the U.S. These areas cover 
California, the world’s ninth-largest economy, and nearly 50 
million people. 

Equally troubling, Obama’s cancellation of the third GBI 
site in Poland leaves portions of the U.S.’s East Coast also 
vulnerable to attack. 

To address this national security gap, the Obama 
administration has been singularly focused on an entirely new 
missile, known as the Standard Missile-3 Block IIB. The 
problem is that that interceptor won’t be ready to protect the 
U.S. for another decade. 

In a recent letter to Panetta, Chairman Mike Turner (R-
Ohio) of the House Strategic Forces Subcommittee stated that 
the IIB missile “is a brand-new concept, still entirely on the 
drawing board. Fundamental technical issues like its speed and 
acceleration, size, cost and even basing modes (i.e., land-based 
or sea-based) are not yet known or understood.” 

We need a better solution much sooner — something 
congressional leaders have called a “hedge.” I have every 
confidence that the best minds in the missile defense business 
could figure out a way to defend the U.S. from ICBM attacks 
in the next three to five years using both GBIs and SM-3s. The 
key will be maximizing missiles that are already in 
development. 

Yet again, the president’s budget falls short by axing 
funding to near-term SM-3 interceptors that are being tested 
and built right now. Instead, he directs those funds to the 
futuristic program that is a decade away. That is unacceptable. 

Now is the time for Congress to step up and do what the 
president’s budget does not — fund a missile-defense system 
to protect the U.S. 

Fiscal responsibility must mean more than just measuring 
which political party has the bigger budget ax — especially on 
issues of national defense. After all, perhaps the federal 
government’s most solemn responsibility is to protect its 
citizens and “provide for the common defense.” 

Republican Don Young is Alaska’s sole congressman and 
represents Fort Greely, home to one of the U.S.’s two missile 
defense interceptor sites. 
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57. Should India Fear China's Navy? 
(THE DIPLOMAT 17 MAY 12) ... Iskander Rehman 

One of the more enduring aspects of Indian strategic 
culture is a strong sense of maritime embattlement. 

Shortly after independence, Prime Minister Jawaharlal 
Nehru famously attributed India's past woes at the hands of 
predatory colonial powers to its maritime weaknesses. During 
the Cold War, Indian strategists would fret over the potential 
mushrooming of American submarine pens in Diego Garcia, 
or over the possible reiteration of the 1971 USS Enterprise 
incident, when the United States dispatched a carrier task 
group to the Bay of Bengal in a singularly blunt exercise of 
naval suasion. More than forty years later, the U.S. presence in 
the Indian Ocean is no longer viewed by most Indians as a 
threat. Another, more menacing extra-regional power has 
stepped in to fill the void, and, in so doing, has ensured the 
continued survival of the maritime embattlement narrative. 

Indeed, a first time traveler to India could be forgiven for 
believing that India is on the verge of being subjected to a 
sudden wave of Chinese amphibious landings. Sensationalistic 
press reports on China's so-called "string of pearls" abound, 
and wild stories on secret PLAN submarine bases in the 
Maldives, or large bases on Burmese islands, are 
commonplace. In reality, most of China's ventures in places 
such as Chittagong, in Bangladesh, or Hambantota, in Sri 
Lanka, appear to be, for the time being at least, primarily 

economic in nature. Moreover, Indian observers tend to 
neglect the profoundly nationalistic pride these projects tend 
to foster within the host countries themselves. 

Last year, after having meandered through the organized 
chaos of Hambantota, I interviewed the Sri Lankan Ports 
Authority Manager on site. After enquiring whether Chinese 
military vessels might, in the future, obtain preferential 
berthing rights, I was subjected to a withering tirade on the 
inappropriate nature of my query. While the funding may be in 
large part Chinese, the port itself is strictly Sri Lankan, I was 
sternly informed, and acted as a powerful symbol of a 
reunified country's future economic potential. (The port is, in 
fact, named the Mahinda Rajapaksa Port, in honor of Sri 
Lanka's president, whose grinning, mustachioed face is a 
ubiquitous presence throughout the country, from billboard to 
bank note.) 

While one can't discount the possibility in the future that 
these nodes may acquire a more overtly military dimension, 
the relentless onslaught of Indian media attention on the 
"String of Pearls" has created an unfortunate, and rather 
paradoxical, effect. First of all, it renders the debate over the 
nature of China's future naval presence in the Indian Ocean 
somewhat less intelligible and more inchoate. Second, it 
makes it seem as though the Indian government's attitude 
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towards China's alleged creeping expansionism is purely 
reactive and bereft of any clear strategic direction. 

Let us imagine, thereby succumbing to the worst kind of 
strategic pessimism, that in the course of the next two decades 
China does move towards establishing some kind of a 
genuinely threatening naval presence in the Indian Ocean 
Region. 

This could take several distinct forms: 

 A gradual upsurge in Chinese submarine incursions 
into the Indian Ocean, with the option of secretly 
forward deploying wolf packs of Chinese submarines 
in friendly deep-water ports such as Gwadar. 

 An extension of China's Anti-Access/Area Denial 
(A2/AD) complex from East to West in order to 
provide some form of a shore-based protective shield 
to its surface vessels or to target India's ships and 
coastal infrastructure. 

 Simply by increasing the rotation and stationing of its 
naval assets-surface or subsurface - in the friendly 
pearls aforementioned. 

If one, or all of these evolutions were to occur, would 
India be prepared for such a contingency? And more 
importantly, does the Indian Navy have some kind of a 
concrete, actionable China Strategy in place for the Indian 
Ocean? 

It may. 
But if it does, you will be hard pressed to find it outlined 

in detail in any of the official documents released by the 
Indian Navy over the past decade or so, whether it be the two 
iterations of its Maritime Doctrines (released in 2004 and 
2009) or in its Maritime Strategy (published in 2007). All 
three documents are highly didactic in tone and somewhat 
aspirational in nature. Their goal, first and foremost, is to 
convince a traditionally continentalist and inward-looking 
Indian leadership of the virtues of Indian Seapower, not to lay 
out the battle plans for a potential future naval clash with the 
next great "Dragon Fleet." Therefore, when China is 
mentioned, it is only in passing, with fleeting-albeit 
foreboding- references to "some nations' attempts to gain a 
strategic toehold in the Indian Ocean Rim" or to "attempts by 
China to strategically encircle India." 

If one really wishes to get a better appreciation of how the 
Indian Navy plans for an upsurge in naval rivalry with Beijing, 
the best thing to do is to carefully parse the refreshingly 
sanguine words of India's naval chiefs on the matter. By so 
doing, one can begin to discern the hazy silhouette of a 
nascent three-pronged strategy, or "strategic trident," which 
could roughly be summarized as the following: 

 Leveraging India's Natural Geographical Advantage 

 Developing an Asymmetrical Technological Edge 

 Moving towards greater Navy/Air Force Jointness in 
the Indian Ocean Region 

A few years ago, the former Chief of Naval Staff Sureesh 
Mehta created quite a stir, when he gave a seminal speech at 
an Indian maritime think tank, the National Maritime 
Foundation, shortly before his departure from office. Admiral 
Mehta, in a very eloquently framed presentation, articulated 
some compelling arguments: 

First, India shouldn't seek to compete ship for ship with 
China - such an approach is futile and doomed to fail, due to 
the growing disparity in funding in-between both navies. 
Second, India should leverage its geographical advantage. In 
short, India will always retain a sizeable advantage over any 
incoming Chinese fleet in the Indian Ocean by virtue of its 
central position as an interior line power in the heart of the 
Indian Ocean, as well as its peninsular formation, which 
enables it to radiate airpower in an arc ranging from the 
Arabian Sea to the Malacca Straits. Any Chinese naval task 
force venturing into the Indian Ocean would therefore have to 
run a formidable gauntlet of combined Indian naval and shore-
based airpower. Finally, India needed to focus on developing 
an asymmetric technological edge over its Chinese rival. New 
Delhi possesses an immense advantage over Beijing - in that it 
can import (nearly) all the weaponry it desires, and, unlike 
China, doesn't have to contend with an EU arms embargo, 
U.S. rivalry or growing Russian unease. 

India's current Chief of Naval Staff, Nirmal Verma, has 
added grist to the strategy laid out by his predecessor by 
stressing the need to establish more "turnaround bases and 
naval air enclaves" within the region, and by accelerating the 
revamping of India's air bases in the Andaman and Nicobar 
islands, which Chinese strategists have portrayed as a potential 
"metal chain" that could lock them out of the Bay of Bengal in 
the event of a conflict with India. 

As Sino-Indian rivalry spills out into the Indian Ocean, 
the maps of former, similarly conflict-ridden eras, are being 
pulled out of the attic of history, undusted, and made to 
overlap. Japan's clever use of the Andaman and Nicobar 
archipelago as an unsinkable aircraft carrier during World War 
II is now being replicated by New Delhi, and World War II era 
airbases in places such as Kalaikunda, in West Midnapore, 
have been refurbished in order to host Indian Sukhoi-30 MKI 
squadrons, which can provide long-range air cover to naval 
forces operating in the Andaman Sea west of the Malacca 
Straits. 

The same minute patches of paradise at the epicenter of 
Soviet-U.S. rivalry in the Indian Ocean Region during the 
Cold War, such as the Seychelles, now find themselves at the 
heart of a struggle for supremacy once more. Only this time 
it's Beijing and New Delhi, Asia's two rising naval powers, 
which are jostling for influence. Competition in the Indian 
Ocean is hardly a new phenomenon - the players may change, 
but the game remains uncannily similar. And indeed, while 
much attention has been lavished on China's diplomatic forays 
into the Indian subcontinent's maritime backyard, scant focus 
has been given to India's own parallel efforts to establish 
strategically placed nodes of influence - such as the listening 
post it erected in 2007 in Madagascar, or the ties it is 
discreetly shoring up with other small island nations such as 
Mauritius. 

As the Indian Navy's attention gradually pivots away from 
Pakistan in order to focus increasingly on China, it will be 
instructive to note whether this is accompanied by a 
corresponding repositioning of its force structure. It may be 
premature to reliably ascertain whether this is the case, but 
certain signs definitely seem to point to a rebalancing. The 
Indian Navy's Eastern Command, for example, which has 
traditionally been neglected in favor of its Western, Pakistan-
facing alter ego, is being considerably strengthened. The 
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country's small flotilla of nuclear submarines will also operate 
from an undisclosed location along the eastern seaboard. 

Jointness, at this juncture, appears to form the missing 
link within the Indian Navy's nascent China Strategy in the 
Indian Ocean. Indeed, if New Delhi wishes to truly leverage 
its inherent geographical advantage, it needs to be able to draw 
on both its naval aviation and shore-based airpower 
simultaneously rather than sequentially. 

So far, unfortunately, the Indian Navy and Air Force have 
yet to demonstrate any genuine capacity - or desire - for 
operational synergy. In India's defense, Navy/Air Force 
synchronization in maritime strike warfare is notoriously hard 
to achieve. Indeed, one could argue that the United States only 
really mastered such a level of operational jointness through 
the catalyzing experience of the first Gulf War. The Indian 
Navy and Air Force, however, appear to have demonstrated a 
singular degree of reluctance to pursue any kind of meaningful 
operational synergy. While both services have initiated joint 
training under the aegis of the TROPEX exercises annually 

held in the Bay of Bengal, they still prefer to coordinate - 
rather than to genuinely fuse - their combat exercises. The 
Indian Air Force and Naval aviation assets are thus provided 
with distinct, pre-designated "air corridors" in which to 
operate and respond to the instructions of their own service-
specific commanders. This is indicative of a very rudimentary 
level of inter-service cooperation, which still prefers to opt for 
the traditional Indian "coordination" model over the 
exigencies born out of genuine bi-service synchrony. 

What India needs is a truly transformational war fighting 
concept for the Indian Ocean, an "AirSea Battle concept with 
Indian characteristics," which welds the three "prongs" of its 
thinking into a clear, actionable, China strategy for the Indian 
Ocean. Until then, expect more alarmist reports of hidden 
bases and nefarious plots. 

Iskander Rehman is a Stanton Nuclear Security Fellow at 
the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace in 
Washington D.C. 
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On This Day In The Navy: 
1867: USS Ossippee and USS Resaca participate in formal transfer of Alaska to U.S. authority at Sitka and remain to enforce law 
and order in new territory. 
 

TOP STORIES: 
1. U.S. Tries To Soothe Okinawa Nerves 
After Sailors' Arrests in Alleged Rape, Washington Pledges 'Unequivocal Cooperation' as Tokyo Protests 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 18 OCT 12) ... Yuka Hayashi 

U.S. and Japanese officials moved swiftly to limit potential damage to their bilateral defense relations Wednesday after two U.S. 
Navy Sailors were arrested on suspicion of raping a local woman. 

 
2. American Troops Arrive In Israel For Defense Drill 
(NEW YORK TIMES 18 OCT 12) ... Isabel Kershner 

JERUSALEM — The first of 1,000 United States troops have begun to arrive in Israel to take part in a joint missile-defense 
exercise, which the lead American planner described on Wednesday as the largest in the history of the two countries’ relationship and 
a testament to the strength of their military ties. 

 
3. Iran And Turkey Join Syria Peace Envoy In Call For Truce 
(NEW YORK TIMES 18 OCT 12) ... Anne Barnard and Rick Gladstone 

BEIRUT, Lebanon — Iran declared support on Wednesday for the new Syria peace envoy’s cease-fire proposal, joining Turkey 
in a rare moment of accord between two of the regional powers backing opposite sides in the 19-month conflict that has pitted the 
Syrian government against an array of armed opponents. 

 

ASIA – PACIFIC: 
4. In Japan, Anger Over Alleged U.S. Rape Case 
Tokyo launches formal protest; incident could snarl efforts to build new base on Okinawa 
(WASHINGTON POST 18 OCT 12) ... Chico Harlan 

TOKYO — Japan lodged a protest with the United States on Wednesday over the alleged rape of a Japanese woman by two U.S. 
Sailors on Okinawa, an island that long has bristled about the heavy American military presence there. 

 
5. U.S. Commander: U.S. - Japan Enhance "Interoperability" 
Training to Retake Island-Osprey use possible 
(MAINICHI SHIMBUN 17 OCT 12) 

On the 16th, Commander of Pacific Fleet, Adm. Haney held a press interview during his visit to Japan. Concerning the U.S. 
military and Self Defense Force exercise to retake an uninhabited island scheduled for next month, he said it will enhance U.S.-Japan 
"interoperability." The U.S. military vertical landing/takeoff transport aircraft MV-22 stationed in Okinawa may participate, which 
could cause an uproar by China and Okinawa. 

 
6. S. Korea's Navy Chief Reaffirms Commitment To Maritime Border 
(YONHAP NEWS AGENCY (S.KOREA) 18 OCT 12) ... Kim Eun-jung 

DAEJEON -- The Navy chief said Thursday South Korea will safeguard its western sea border with North Korea at all costs, 
saying it is clearly a borderline a number of lives have been lost to defend. 
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MIDEAST: 
7. U.S.-Israel Drill To Practice Defense On Multiple Fronts 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 17 OCT 12) ... Tony Capaccio 

The three-week, $30 million U.S.- Israeli air and missile defense exercise later this month will simulate attacks and defensive 
intercepts on multiple fronts including fending off drone attacks, according to U.S. and Israeli military officials. 

 
8. Syrian Rebels Get Missiles 
Fears Rise That Portable Antiaircraft Weapons Could Wind Up With Terrorists 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 18 OCT 12) ... Nour Malas 

ANTAKYA, Turkey—Some Syrian rebel factions have obtained advanced portable antiaircraft weapons, according to rebels and 
regional officials, a development that could alter the Syrian war's trajectory and fan U.S. concerns that such weapons could end up in 
the hands of anti-Western Islamist militias. 

 
9. Iran Renews Internet Attacks On U.S. Banks 
Officials Blame Tehran for Sophisticated Disruptions of Capital One and BB&T Websites; More Strikes 
Planned Thursday 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL A8 OCT 12) ... Siobhan Gorman 

WASHINGTON—Iranian hackers renewed a campaign of cyberattacks against U.S. banks this week, targeting Capital One 
Financial Corp. and BB&T Corp. and openly defying U.S. warnings to halt, U.S. officials and others involved in the investigation into 
the attacks said. 

 
10. Yemeni Debate Over Drones Emerges After Saleh's Fall 
(REUTERS 17 OCT 12) ... Andrew Hammond 

SANAA -- Yemen's interim president has won U.S. praise for cooperating in a war on al Qaeda, but his recent public support for 
drone strikes that sometimes kill civilians could undermine his domestic popularity and stir sympathy for militants. 

 

AFRICA: 
11. Libya Singles Out Islamist As A Commander In Consulate Attack, Libyans Say 
(NEW YORK TIMES 18 OCT 12) ... David D. Kirkpatrick 

CAIRO — Libyan authorities have singled out Ahmed Abu Khattala, a leader of the Benghazi-based Islamist group Ansar al-
Shariah, as a commander in the attack that killed the American ambassador to Libya, J. Christopher Stevens, last month, Libyans 
involved in the investigation said Wednesday. 

 
12. Few To Take On Mali Militants 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 18 OCT 12) ... Drew Hinshaw 

BAMAKO, Mali—A prospective military campaign against al Qaeda and its allies in the vast desert of this West African country 
has hit an obstacle: Neither Mali nor its neighbors appear ready to send soldiers into a land war, against war-hardened militants, in the 
world's largest desert. 

 
13. 6 Russians, 1 Estonian Kidnapped Off Nigeria: Firm 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 17 OCT 12) ... M.J. Smith 

LAGOS — Kidnappers have boarded a ship off Nigeria and abducted seven crew members, including six Russians and one 
Estonian, in the latest such incident in the region, French company Bourbon said on Wednesday. 

 

ENERGY: 
14. Navy Defends Alternative Energy Goals 
(POLITICO 17 OCT 12) ... Tim Mak 

It might cost a lot more green, but the Navy is still determined to go green. 
 

15. Navy Secretary Won't Back Off From Renewable Energy Goals 
(NATIONAL DEFENSE 17 OCT 12) ... Dan Parsons 

Almost three years to the day after he laid out plans to achieve energy security for his service, Secretary of the Navy Ray Mabus 
on Oct. 17 doubled down on that promise. 
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CNO TRIP: 
16. CNO Joins Maritime Leaders At RSS 2012 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 18 OCT 12) ... Chief of Naval Operations Public Affairs 

VENICE – Chief of Naval Operations (CNO) Adm. Jonathan Greenert was the Chairman of the 9th Regional Seapower 
Symposium (RSS) first session which focused on “Recent operational experiences and their influence on future platforms,” Oct. 17. 

 

MARINE CORPS: 
17. Lighter Force Has Double Meaning For The Marines 
(FEDERAL NEWS RADIO 18 OCT 12) ... Jared Serbu 

The Marine Corps is relying heavily on energy efficiency and alternative energy as it tries to build the leaner, lighter force it says 
it'll need in coming years. 

 

PERSONNEL: 
18. Navy Medicine Fights Rising Costs 
Surgeon general visits SD as department grapples with chronic disease, budget 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 17 OCT 12) ... Gretel C. Kovach 

As health care costs threaten to overwhelm the defense budget, the Navy is increasing efficiency through Web-based care, 
preventive medicine, joint operations across services and fewer referrals to civilian providers, the service’s top doctor said Wednesday 
during a visit to San Diego. 

 

VOTING: 
19. Panetta Wants Proof Voting Offices Are Working 
(NAVY TIMES 17 OCT 12) ... Karen Jowers 

Defense Secretary Leon Panetta has directed military officials to provide him a report by Oct. 19 verifying that each of the 221 
installation voting assistance offices is appropriately staffed to meet the needs of troops. 

 

SURFACE FLEET: 
20. New Littoral Ship Due To Arrive On Thursday 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 17 OCT 12) ... Jeanette Steele 

ABOARD THE FORT WORTH — A blown fuse in a communications system meant the Navy helicopter had to find the Fort 
Worth, the U.S. fleet’s newest littoral combat ship, by sight in the ocean off San Diego on Wednesday. 

 
21. Navy To Christen New San Diego-Based Ship, The USS America 
(KPBS SAN DIEGO 17 OCT 12) ... Beth Ford Roth 

The Navy plans to christen its newest amphibious assault ship on October 20. Called the USS America, the ship will eventually be 
homeported in San Diego. 

 

AVIATION: 
22. F-35 Fighter Jet Drops 2,000-Pound Bomb In Test Flight 
(LOS ANGELES TIMES 17 OCT 12) ... W.J. Hennigan 

High above the Mojave Desert, the military's next-generation fighter jet dropped a 2,000-pound bomb for the first time in its latest 
test flight. 

 

SUBMARINES: 
23. Sea-Based Strategic Deterrence: Past, Present, And Future 
(NAVY LIVE BLOG 17 OCT 12) ... Rear Adm. Barry Bruner 

In a previous blog entitled “Next Generation Ohio – Class” Rear Adm. Barry Bruner, Director of Undersea Warfare, talked about 
the next Ohio class submarines. In this blog he talks about not only the future of submarines but the past and present as well. 

 

INFRASTRUCTURE / INSTALLATIONS: 
24. Navy Wins Federal Judgment On Broadway Complex 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 17 OCT 12) ... Roger Showley 

The $1.2 billion redevelopment of the Navy’s downtown waterfront complex overcame a federal court challenge Wednesday 
when a judge ruled against environmentalists’ complaints that the project did not fully address terrorism issues raised by the 9/11 
attacks in 2001. 
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COMMENTARY: 
25. Greater Efforts Needed To Reduce Crimes By U.S. Servicemen 
(ASAHI SHIMBUN 18 OCT 12) ... Editorial 

Two U.S. Navy seamen were arrested in Okinawa on Oct. 16 for a rape that has incensed residents of the southernmost prefecture. 
 

26. The Geopolitical Implications Of (Another) American Rape Arrest In Japan 
(WASHINGTON POST 17 OCT 12) ... Max Fisher 

Japanese police have arrested two U.S. Sailors in Okinawa on charges of raping a local woman, to which one of the Americans 
reportedly later confessed. The incident is sadly not the first of its kind on the densely populated Japanese island, where a large U.S. 
military base houses 15,000 to 20,000 Marines and 10,000 Air Force personnel. The backlash is snowballing in Japan, where the 
Okinawa base has long been a source of national political controversy, one with larger geopolitical meaning for the United States and 
Japan. 

 
27. Rethinking Syria Policy 
(WASHINGTON POST 18 OCT 12) ... David Ignatius 

Left on its current course, America’s sensibly cautious policy toward Syria is unfortunately going to come to an unhappy end: The 
jihadist wing of the opposition will just get stronger and gain more power to shape Syria’s future. 

 
28. The Fiscal Slide 
Five reasons the Pentagon will avoid the pain of sequestration. 
(FOREIGN POLICY 17 OCT 12) ... Gordon Adams 

We are in the middle of a political and rhetorical donnybrook about the threat that falling off the fiscal cliff poses for our national 
security (to say nothing of what it would do to domestic discretionary spending). There will be some attention to this "crisis" in the 
last two presidential debates. 
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TOP STORIES: 
1. U.S. Tries To Soothe Okinawa Nerves 
After Sailors' Arrests in Alleged Rape, Washington Pledges 'Unequivocal Cooperation' as Tokyo Protests 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 18 OCT 12) ... Yuka Hayashi 

U.S. and Japanese officials moved swiftly to limit 
potential damage to their bilateral defense relations 
Wednesday after two U.S. Navy Sailors were arrested on 
suspicion of raping a local woman. 

Japanese police arrested the two Sailors after a 27-year-
old Okinawan woman reported being attacked early Tuesday 
in a parking lot near her home as she returned from work. She 
told police the assault lasted for 45 minutes, during which she 
suffered a minor neck injury. 

U.S. Ambassador John Roos met with top Japanese 
officials and promised "full, complete and unequivocal 
cooperation" with Japanese authorities in their inquiry. 

Japanese media said charges could be filed against the 
men as soon as Wednesday evening. A police official said 
both men were suspected of assaulting the woman. 

Okinawa Gov. Hirokazu Nakaima described the alleged 
attack as "madness," and officials in Tokyo expressed their 
own protests, saying they would work closely with 
Washington to prevent further occurrences of such cases. 

"This is an extremely heinous and despicable case," said 
Japanese Defense Minister Satoshi Morimoto. "After a similar 
incident in Okinawa in August, the U.S. military had just 
promised preventative efforts. It is very regrettable the latest 
case happened despite such a promise." 

U.S.-Japanese military relations have been tested in recent 
weeks by controversy over the deployment of military 
personnel and equipment on Okinawa. The allegations are 
likely to exacerbate local opposition to the American military 
presence on the island. Okinawa hosts the bulk of U.S. troops 
stationed in Japan despite decades of local opposition. 

For many in Japan, the attack was a reminder of the rape 
of a 12-year-old Japanese schoolgirl by three American 
servicemen in 1995, an attack that set off the largest anti-U.S. 
base protests in recent decades. The demonstrations forced 
Washington and Tokyo to initiate a wide-ranging plan to 
reduce the military footprint on the small island, a complex 
process that is still going on. 

As a sign of U.S. concern about the incident, and possible 
fallout, the U.S. Embassy issued a statement by Mr. Roos at 
1:28 a.m. local time Wednesday. Later, the ambassador met 
with a senior foreign-ministry official and Gov. Nakaima, who 
was already in Tokyo this week to discuss steps to reduce the 
U.S. military presence on the island. 

"I do understand the anger that many people feel," Mr. 
Roos told reporters. "The United States government, including 
our military, would cooperate in any way possible and in any 
way asked of us in order to get to the bottom of this matter in 
coming days and coming months." 

Jon Nylander, a U.S. Navy spokesman, said the Sailors, 
who were off duty at the time of the alleged rape, haven't been 
assigned lawyers. He added the Japanese side is expected to 
provide them with lawyers, indicating the Navy would leave 
to the Japanese authorities the investigations and legal 
procedures. 

The arrests came at an especially difficult time for the two 
governments. Japan is trying to build up its military presence 
in its southwestern seas with the help of U.S. troops in 
response to a territorial dispute with China over a group of 
uninhabited East China Sea islands. The disputed islands, 
known as the Senkaku in Japan and the Diaoyu in China, are 
considered part of Okinawa by Japan, which administers them. 
Okinawa is a critical regional hub for the U.S., as it shifts its 
defense focus to the Western Pacific. 

Local opposition to the U.S. military presence has 
strengthened again in recent months amid the deployment of a 
new generation of Marines air transporter known as the 
Osprey. Huge rallies have taken place on Okinawa recently, 
including one in September that attracted tens of thousands of 
participants.Among incidents sparking local anger in recent 
years are the assault of a middle schoolgirl in 2008 and an 
attack on a local women by a junior Marine officer in August 
this year. 

"We do experience various types of crimes but I can't 
even express how much anxiety and shock our people here 
experience when we face violence against women," said 
Susumu Matayoshi, a top aide to Gov. Nakaima who is in 
charge of base affairs. "I can assure you this will cause many 
Okinawans—not just activists—to question the very existence 
of the bases here." 

In the current case, U.S. officials repeatedly stressed that 
Japanese investigators are in the lead and that they are only 
providing support. The current status-of-forces agreement 
between the U.S. and Japan allows Japanese officials to 
prosecute U.S. service members for crimes against Japanese 
citizens, and U.S. Navy officials stressed that they were 
following the agreement to the letter. 

Return to Index 
 

2. American Troops Arrive In Israel For Defense Drill 
(NEW YORK TIMES 18 OCT 12) ... Isabel Kershner 

JERUSALEM — The first of 1,000 United States troops 
have begun to arrive in Israel to take part in a joint missile-
defense exercise, which the lead American planner described 
on Wednesday as the largest in the history of the two 
countries’ relationship and a testament to the strength of their 
military ties. 

The planner, Lt. Gen. Craig A. Franklin of the Air Force, 
said the three-week drill, called Austere Challenge 2012, 
would be the sixth in a series of large-scale joint exercises and 

had been planned for more than two years. He called it a 
purely defensive drill unrelated to any specific developments 
in the region. 

But it comes against the backdrop of tensions with Iran 
and persistent questions about whether Israel might strike the 
country’s disputed nuclear program. In addition, Republicans 
have sharply questioned the Obama administration’s 
commitment to Israel’s security during the presidential 
campaign. 
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Briefing reporters during a conference call from Ramstein 
Air Base, Germany, the headquarters of the United States air 
forces in Europe, General Franklin and his Israeli counterpart, 
Brig. Gen. Nitzan Nuriel, said at least 3,500 Americans in 
Israel and Europe and about 1,000 Israeli troops in various 
locations across the country would work as a team to prepare 
for the possibility of rockets, mortar rounds, and short-range 
and long-range ballistic missiles fired from multiple fronts. 

According to the United States European Command, 
Patriot air defense batteries, an Aegis ballistic missile defense 
ship and related air defense systems will be deployed and 
integrated with Israeli equipment as part of an overall air 
defense network. 

Israel’s Arrow 2 and Iron Dome missile-defense systems, 
developed with financing from the United States, will also 
play a role in the exercise, as will David’s Sling, a newer 
interceptor designed to tackle medium-range rockets and 
missiles. The exercise will mostly be based on computer 
simulations, but it will also include a live-fire exercise. The 
cost to the United States will total about $30 million; Israel’s 
total will be about a quarter of that. 

Austere Challenge 2012 was originally scheduled for the 
spring, but General Franklin said it was postponed at Israel’s 
request. The Israeli foreign minister, Avigdor Lieberman, said 
in January that both sides had agreed to the postponement for 
“diplomatic and regional reasons,” citing regional tensions and 
instability. 

The exercise has been modified to reduce the number of 
American forces in Israel, though General Franklin said that 
the scale of the exercise and total number of participants was 
essentially unchanged. 

General Franklin said the drill was “not meant to send a 
particular message.” But General Nuriel said that “anyone 
who wants can get any message he wants from this exercise,” 

and that the fact that it was joint training mission was a strong 
message. 

Israel has recently had to deal with new local threats. This 
month, it shot down a drone aircraft that entered Israeli 
airspace and flew 35 miles across the southern part of the 
country. Hassan Nasrallah, the leader of Hezbollah, the 
Lebanese militant group and political party, boasted that his 
fighters had assembled and piloted the drone, which had been 
designed in Iran. 

In addition, Israeli defense officials said that Palestinian 
militants from Gaza had, for the first time, fired an antiaircraft 
missile at Israeli aircraft during cross-border violence last 
week. Officials said the missile, which missed, was probably a 
Strela shoulder-fired missile that most likely came from Libya. 

Yossi Kuperwasser, who directs the Israeli Ministry of 
Strategic Affairs, said that weapons had been flowing into 
Gaza since the Libyan revolution toppled the government of 
Col. Muammar el-Qaddafi. Speaking to reporters in Jerusalem 
on Wednesday, he said that Israel had assumed for the last few 
years that Gaza’s militants had acquired a few antiaircraft 
missiles, but he said they had never been used before. 

Mr. Kuperwasser said that he did not know which group 
in Gaza fired the missile, but assumed that a buildup of such 
arms there would ease any policies restricting their use. 

In a rare sign of reassurance amid the regional tumult, 
Israel’s president, Shimon Peres, welcomed new ambassadors 
from Egypt and Jordan on Wednesday. Jordan has not had an 
ambassador in Israel in two years. 

With Israeli-Egyptian relations all the more delicate since 
the election of the Muslim Brotherhood’s candidate, 
Mohamed Morsi, as president, Mr. Peres used the occasion to 
send a message: “I wish to convey to President Morsi my very 
best wishes for his success, for the success of Egypt and for 
the success of the Middle East.” 

Return to Index 
 

3. Iran And Turkey Join Syria Peace Envoy In Call For Truce 
(NEW YORK TIMES 18 OCT 12) ... Anne Barnard and Rick Gladstone 

BEIRUT, Lebanon — Iran declared support on 
Wednesday for the new Syria peace envoy’s cease-fire 
proposal, joining Turkey in a rare moment of accord between 
two of the regional powers backing opposite sides in the 19-
month conflict that has pitted the Syrian government against 
an array of armed opponents. 

But the Syrian government expressed skepticism that 
rebels would honor a cease-fire, and the peace envoy, Lakhdar 
Brahimi, who represents both the United Nations and the Arab 
League, said a temporary halt to the fighting would constitute 
only a tiny step toward resolving the conflict, which has left 
more than 20,000 people dead. 

A veteran Algerian statesman who has been on the job for 
less than two months, Mr. Brahimi has spent the last several 
days conferring with Middle East leaders about ways to break 
the Syria impasse. His predecessor, Kofi Annan, resigned in 
frustration at the end of August after his proposed peace plan 
slipped into seeming irrelevance. 

On Monday, Mr. Brahimi proposed a cease-fire during the 
three-day Muslim holiday of Id al-Adha, which begins Oct. 
26, hoping that a religious reprieve universally respected by 
Muslims could be the basis not only for a pause in the fighting 
but perhaps the beginnings of a dialogue in Syria. 

Sunni Muslims constitute most of the Syrian population 
and virtually the entire insurgency, while President Bashar al-
Assad is a member of the ruling Alawite sect, a Shiite 
offshoot. The country is home to a variety of other religious 
minorities, including a significant Christian population. 

Both Turkey and Iran publicly endorsed Mr. Brahimi’s 
effort on Wednesday. Those endorsements were significant 
because Iran is the most influential regional supporter of Mr. 
Assad’s, while Turkey supports Mr. Assad’s armed 
adversaries, is host to more than 100,000 Syrian refugees and 
has repeatedly called on Mr. Assad to resign. 

In the past few weeks Turkey also has banned Syrian 
aircraft, moved armed forces close to its 550-mile border with 
Syria and engaged Syrian gunners in sporadic cross-border 
shelling, raising fears that the conflict in Syria could turn into 
a regional war. 

President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad of Iran, who met this 
week with Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan of Turkey at 
a regional summit meeting in Baku, Azerbaijan, was quoted 
by Iran’s state-run news media on Wednesday as saying he 
supported the Syria truce proposal and “any group that derives 
power through war and means to continue war has no future.” 
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The Turkish foreign minister, Ahmet Davutoglu, was 
quoted by the semiofficial Anatolian News Agency of Turkey 
as saying a holiday cease-fire was desirable but that any 
longer-term truce would require “certain measures for its 
sustainability.” 

Mr. Brahimi, who was visiting Lebanon on Wednesday, 
called on the Syrian government to back the cease-fire, saying 
he had guarantees from rebel leaders that they would observe 
it if the government acted first. But a Syrian government 
newspaper expressed doubt that insurgent units, who lack a 
unified command, would or could simultaneously uphold a 
cease-fire. 

In Damascus, the Foreign Ministry spokesman, Jihad 
Makdessi, said in a statement released by the official Syrian 
Arab News Agency that his government would welcome any 
“constructive initiative” from Mr. Brahimi, who was widely 
expected to travel to Syria. 

But the very modesty of Mr. Brahimi’s proposal seemed 
to be an indication that in recent months the conflict has 

drifted further from resolution. Random responses from 
ordinary Syrians reached by telephone seemed to reflect a 
similar assessment. 

A resident in the embattled northern city of Aleppo, who 
gave only a nickname, Abu al-Hassan, said he believed neither 
side was willing to stop shooting. “What does this even 
mean?” he asked. “That instead of 40 martyrs we will have 20 
martyrs a day?” 

A Syrian businessman based in Damascus said Mr. 
Brahimi’s efforts would be better spent persuading the Syrian 
authorities to release the thousands of people arrested or 
abducted by pro-government militias during the conflict. “We 
got used to the gunfire — no need to cease it — but we will 
never get used to the absence of the detained and kidnapped 
people,” he said. 

Anne Barnard reported from Beirut, and Rick Gladstone 
from New York. Hwaida Saad contributed reporting from 
Beirut. 
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ASIA – PACIFIC: 
4. In Japan, Anger Over Alleged U.S. Rape Case 
Tokyo launches formal protest; incident could snarl efforts to build new base on Okinawa 
(WASHINGTON POST 18 OCT 12) ... Chico Harlan 

TOKYO — Japan lodged a protest with the United States 
on Wednesday over the alleged rape of a Japanese woman by 
two U.S. Sailors on Okinawa, an island that long has bristled 
about the heavy American military presence there. 

The Sailors, identified as Seaman Christopher Browning 
and Petty Officer 3rd Class Skyler Dozierwalker, both 23, of 
the Fort Worth Naval Air Station in Texas, were arrested 
Tuesday. 

The woman, in her 20s, was allegedly attacked while 
walking home early Tuesday. The men had been drinking 
beforehand, Japanese media reported. 

The allegation, described by Japanese Defense Minister 
Satoshi Morimoto as “very serious,” appears likely to 
complicate the long-standing efforts by Tokyo and 
Washington to build a new U.S. Marine base on Okinawa, a 
step that island residents have fiercely resisted. 

With the two Sailors in the custody of Okinawan police, a 
Japanese Foreign Ministry official summoned U.S. 
Ambassador John V. Roos to a meeting and asked for stricter 
discipline of American military personnel on the island. The 
incident recalls the 1995 rape of an Okinawan schoolgirl by 
three American servicemen, which prompted mass protests 
and remains a source of bitterness on the southern island. 

“I understand — I do understand the anger that many 
people feel with respect to this reported incident,” Roos said 

Wednesday in a statement, adding that he shared some of that 
anger. 

The ambassador promised “full and complete and 
unequivocal cooperation to the Japanese authorities in their 
investigation of this matter.” 

Okinawa hosts many of the almost 50,000 U.S. military 
personnel stationed in Japan. Washington has tried for years to 
close the base there and relocate it in a less populated northern 
area of the island, but Okinawans oppose the construction of 
any new bases and have blocked those efforts. Some of the 
islanders’ resentment is also directed at the central 
government in Tokyo, which they think uses the island as a 
far-flung dumping ground for American troops. 

Okinawans staged a number of protests recently over the 
deployment of 12 MV-22 Osprey aircraft at a Marine base in 
the middle of a densely packed city on the island. The hybrid 
aircraft, which take off like helicopters but fly like planes, 
have a spotty safety record. 

In another meeting Wednesday, Morimoto, the defense 
minister, told Okinawan Gov. Hirokazu Nakaima that the 
alleged rape incident is “extremely heinous and despicable,” 
according to Japan’s Kyodo news agency. 

“It hurts the Japan-U.S. security arrangements and the 
Okinawa people’s trust in the U.S. military,” Morimoto said. 

Return to Index 
 

5. U.S. Commander: U.S. - Japan Enhance "Interoperability" 
Training to Retake Island-Osprey use possible 
(MAINICHI SHIMBUN 17 OCT 12) 

On the 16th, Commander of Pacific Fleet, Adm. Haney 
held a press interview during his visit to Japan. Concerning the 
U.S. military and Self Defense Force exercise to retake an 
uninhabited island scheduled for next month, he said it will 

enhance U.S.-Japan "interoperability." The U.S. military 
vertical landing/takeoff transport aircraft MV-22 stationed in 
Okinawa may participate, which could cause an uproar by 
China and Okinawa. 
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The exercise is scheduled to take place at the beginning 
through the middle of November at Irisuna Island. Including 
last month's exercise in Guam, this will be the second exercise 
on the island retake. However, it will be the first such exercise 
taking place in Japanese territory so close to Okinawa and the 
Senkaku Islands. 

Adm. Haney said the exercise is a part of regularly held 
U.S./Japan bilateral joint exercise. He said it is currently at the 
"planning stage" and emphasized that "the exercise is not 
aimed at any one country." Furthermore, he said this exercise 
allows the U.S. and Japan to work in "synchronized and 
coordinated manner." [Haney] avoided commenting on the 
Osprey which will commence full scale operations this month 
by saying "I do not know the specifics and I look forward to 
its future operations." 

Checking The Chinese Navy 
While China and Japan disagree over the Senkaku Islands 

in Okinawa, U.S. and Japan are scheduled to conduct an 
exercise on an uninhabited island in Okinawa to simulate an 

island retake. This exercise is necessary to check the Chinese 
Navy's expanding area of operations to include the navigation 
through the contiguous waters of Sakishima Islands which 
took place on the 16th of this month for the first time. 

While the U.S. has said it will not get involved in 
territorial disputes, the Article 5 of the U.S.-Japan Security 
Treaty stipulates U.S. come to the defense of Japan. This 
exercise is based on the contingency in the Senkakus. There 
are calls within Japan asking the U.S. for clearer stance on the 
territorial dispute. Meanwhile, the U.S. has taken 
extraordinary measures to send two carriers to the West Sea 
stepping up security and surveillance to put "pressure" on 
China. Through this exercise the U.S. aims to enhance 
interoperability with the Self Defense Force which will take 
the lead in the [island] retake operation. The U.S. is ultimately 
expecting that the exercise will have the deterrent effect in the 
region and strengthen U.S.-Japan alliance. However, China 
will certainly oppose this exercise which could create tension. 

Translated from the original Japanese. 
Return to Index 
 

6. S. Korea's Navy Chief Reaffirms Commitment To Maritime Border 
(YONHAP NEWS AGENCY (S.KOREA) 18 OCT 12) ... Kim Eun-jung 

DAEJEON -- The Navy chief said Thursday South Korea 
will safeguard its western sea border with North Korea at all 
costs, saying it is clearly a borderline a number of lives have 
been lost to defend. 

Admiral Choi Yoon-hee made the remark as rival parties 
continued to lock horns over allegations that former President 
Roh Moo-hyun promised during his 2007 summit with then 
North Korean leader Kim Jong-il that Seoul would not insist 
on the boundary that Pyongyang does not recognize. 

The allegations, raised by a ruling party lawmaker earlier 
this month, are believed to be targeted at the opposition 
Democratic United Party presidential candidate, Moon Jae-in, 
who served as chief of staff to Roh. 

North Korea has never recognized the maritime boundary, 
known as the Northern Limit Line (NLL), which was drawn 
unilaterally by the U.S.-led United Nations Command when 
the 1950-53 Korean War ended, and demands that the line be 
drawn further south. 

Areas near the border have been the scene of a number of 
bloody inter-Korean clashes. The two sides fought naval gun-
battles in the area in 1999, 2002 and 2009. In 2010, the North 
torpedoed a South Korean warship in the area and shelled a 
South Korean border island. 

Choi said the recent controversy over the NLL is not 
appropriate when thinking of the 46 soldiers who were killed 
when North Korea torpedoed and sank the South Korean Navy 
warship Cheonan. 

"NLL is a South Korean territory (line) that has been 
safeguarded with deaths," Choi said during the parliamentary 
meeting held at the Navy headquarters in Daejeon, about 164 
kilometers south of Seoul. "The NLL cannot be a subject of 
negotiations in any case." 

Noting that the North violated the NLL on 577 occasions 
since 1973 until recently, Choi said the communist state 
ignores the maritime border because it considers the NLL "a 
line that squeezes its maritime activities" and a "knife on its 
side" from a military perspective. 

"North Korea raises (issues surrounding the NLL) to 
create political conflict in the South," the four-star general 
said, adding the military would stay vigilant to guard against 
possible provocations near the maritime border. 

Tensions around the sea border escalated in recent months 
as North Korean fishing boats made a series of incursions 
across it, with the South's Navy firing a barrage of warning 
shots last month to chase North Korean boats away. 
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MIDEAST: 
7. U.S.-Israel Drill To Practice Defense On Multiple Fronts 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 17 OCT 12) ... Tony Capaccio 

The three-week, $30 million U.S.- Israeli air and missile 
defense exercise later this month will simulate attacks and 
defensive intercepts on multiple fronts including fending off 
drone attacks, according to U.S. and Israeli military officials. 

About 1,000 U.S. personnel of the 3,500 participating in 
the exercise -- the largest ever between the two allies -- are 
starting to arrive in Israel, officials said yesterday on a 

conference call with reporters. It will begin by month’s end, 
they said yesterday without giving the exact start date. 

The exercise follows a U.S.-led operation completed last 
month that involved more than 30 nations in the largest mine- 
clearing demonstration held in the Persian Gulf region. 

The U.S.-Israeli “Austere Challenge 2012” comes amid 
threats from Israel to strike Iran’s nuclear facilities and Iranian 
vows to retaliate, and just days after Israel shot down an 
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unarmed reconnaissance drone controlled by Lebanon’s 
Hezbollah group. 

The exercise, postponed from earlier this year, is also 
taking place weeks before the U.S. presidential election, as 
Republican challenger Mitt Romney has attacked President 
Barack Obama for throwing Israel “under the bus.” 

Obama has assured Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu that that the U.S. is committed to Israel’s security 
and the two leaders are in “full agreement” on the goal of 
preventing Iran from getting a nuclear weapon, the White 
House said in a Sept. 28 statement. 

The exercise, two years in the planning, isn’t in response 
to any current Middle East events, such as rising tensions with 
Iran, officials said. 

“You are looking at all the threats to Israel,” U.S. Third 
Air Force Commander Lieutenant General Craig Franklin said 
on the call with reporters yesterday from Ramstein Air Force 
Base in Germany. “Those could be rockets, they can be 
mortars, they can be short-range ballistic missiles, long-range 
ballistic missiles -- so you look at the entire spectrum.” 

‘Possible Salvos’ 
“You try to coordinate against possible salvos of those 

threats,” he said. 
The U.S. is deploying a Navy Aegis-class vessel and the 

latest version of the Patriot missile to work in tandem with 
Israel’s Arrow-2 and Iron Dome systems, said Franklin. 

The exercise will also simulate drone flights over Israel 
and defenses, said Israel Defense Forces Brigadier General 
Nitzan Nuriel, the IDF’s lead planner for the exercise, without 
providing details. 

Lebanon’s Hezbollah launched a drone that was shot 
down over Israeli territory this month, said Hassan Nasrallah, 
the chief of the militant Shiite Muslim movement regarded as 
a terrorist group by Israel and the U.S. 

Nasrallah, speaking Oct. 11 on the party’s Manar 
television station said the drone was Iranian-made and 
assembled by Hezbollah. He said it passed over “sensitive and 
important” locations, describing it as an “achievement” for the 
aircraft to fly for so long before it was downed. 

Multiple Fronts 
“We are trying” to defend against “more than one front, 

let them deal with more than one salvo a day,” Nuriel said. 
“We need them to work in high tempo in order for them to be 
prepared for real scenarios,” Nuriel said. 

Nuriel and Franklin said there would be no live firings of 
weapons in intercept drills. 

“You put the hardware there and simulate its use,” 
Franklin said. “You can simulate incoming salvos through 
computer modeling,” Franklin said. “You stress the system, 
you network it all together using the simulation and then you 
run through what your responses would be. You can run pretty 
stressful scenarios just by doing that,” he said. 
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8. Syrian Rebels Get Missiles 
Fears Rise That Portable Antiaircraft Weapons Could Wind Up With Terrorists 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 18 OCT 12) ... Nour Malas 

ANTAKYA, Turkey—Some Syrian rebel factions have 
obtained advanced portable antiaircraft weapons, according to 
rebels and regional officials, a development that could alter 
the Syrian war's trajectory and fan U.S. concerns that such 
weapons could end up in the hands of anti-Western Islamist 
militias. 

Video footage uploaded to the Internet earlier this week 
appears to show rebels in Aleppo using weapons that military 
experts and rebels say are heat-seeking, shoulder-fired 
missiles, the first documented instance in the conflict. 
Versions of the weapons—also known as man-portable air 
defense systems, or Manpads—have been smuggled into the 
country over the past two months through Turkey and to a 
lesser extent Lebanon, according to Syrian rebels and those 
who supply them arms through an "operations room" 
coordinated by regional governments. 

"Northern Syria is awash with advanced antitank and 
antiaircraft weapons. The situation has changed very quickly," 
a Syrian involved in coordinating weapons procurement with 
regional states said. The Manpad transfers weren't sanctioned 
by the regional states that have armed and financed Syria's 
rebels since early this year, he added. 

On Wednesday, fighters said they downed a military 
helicopter in the town of Maarat al-Nouman, in the northern 
Idlib province, one of at least four helicopters and jets they say 
they have brought down across Syria this week. It couldn't be 
determined how the craft were brought down. But the reported 
incidents, three of which are documented on videos but 
couldn't be independently verified, appear to mark an 

increased pace over the roughly weekly downings reported in 
Syria since the summer. 

U.S. officials oppose the introduction of such weapons in 
Syria, citing long-standing fears that they could wind up in the 
hands of anti-Western militias that could eventually use them 
against the U.S. and its allies, or sell them to terrorists. 
"Obviously, we are concerned about the proliferation of 
Manpads," said a U.S. official. 

The rebels in Aleppo who are depicted in the footage 
uploaded to the Internet this week are identified as members 
of the al-Salam and Hamza battalions, two of the relatively 
unknown divisions in a mushrooming insurgency. Rebels with 
the two largest fighting factions in Aleppo couldn't identify 
the battalions in the videos, though they confirmed that 
Manpads acquired over the past two weeks had made their 
way into the city. 

Turkey, Qatar and Saudi Arabia have delivered arms and 
funds to rebel groups in Syria in a covert alliance since this 
spring. Further behind the scenes, the U.S. and European 
countries have provided logistics and intelligence aid. U.S. 
officials and others say they don't believe the official sponsors 
are providing the controversial weapons, but rather that they 
are arriving through private smuggling and arms procurement 
networks. 

"The way the money and supplies flow to these militias 
goes through so many channels," said Malik al-Abdeh, an 
independent Syrian activist and writer, who has tracked the 
arms pipeline in hopes of developing a more accountable rebel 
structure. "It's not like supplying one supermarket; its like 
supplying 100 million corner stores." 
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For rebels locked in a three-month battle with regime 
forces in Aleppo, airstrikes have been the major setback. 
Syria's regime forces had relatively free passage in the skies 
until this summer, and helicopter gunship attacks on rebel 
positions continue to be common. Antiaircraft weapons have 
the potential to give the rebels a decisive boost against regime 
air power, just as they did for fighters in Afghanistan who 
defeated the Soviet Union's occupying army there in the 
1980s. It could force the Syrian air force to work from higher 
altitudes, with implications for collateral casualties. 

"Bashar al-Assad has gone further in violence by using 
MiG jets and now drops barrels filled with TNT," French 
Foreign Minister Laurent Fabius said Wednesday ahead of a 
meeting with Syrian opposition representatives in Paris. "The 
strikes are less accurate, since there are now weapons forcing 
them to fly higher." 

Most of the shoulder-fired missiles in rebel arsenals have 
come from Libya, smuggled into the country through the 
Turkish border without the official blessing of regional states 
or their Western backers, several rebel coordinators said. 

Other shoulder-fired, surface-to-air missiles, which these 
rebels identified as Russian-made Strela systems, have been 
supplied by militant Palestinian factions now supporting the 
Syrian uprising and smuggled in through the Lebanese border, 
they said. Syrian military defectors also say they have been 
able to buy some SA-7's—a Russian-designed Manpad—from 
regime forces since the summer. 

Lebanon's government has said it cracked down on 
smuggling through its borders, which rebels concede have 
been sealed to weapons transfers for months, making the 

recent deliveries a rarity. Turkey has repeatedly denied any 
involvement in supplying or facilitating weapons transfers to 
rebels in Syria. 

Though rebels say the systems had started arriving in the 
summer, it remains unclear exactly how many have reached 
Syria. U.S. officials say probably no more than a handful have 
slipped through over the past few months. 

U.S. officials say they are most worried about Russian-
designed Manpads provided to Libya making their way to 
Syria. The U.S. intensified efforts to track and collect man-
portable missiles after the 2011 fall of the country's longtime 
strongman leader, Moammar Gadhafi. 

To keep control of the flow of weapons to the Syrian 
rebels, Turkey, Saudi Arabia and Qatar formed a joint 
operations room early this year in a covert project U.S. 
officials watched from afar. 

The U.S. has limited its support of the rebels to 
communications equipment, logistics and intelligence. But 
U.S. officials have coordinated with the trio of countries 
sending arms and munitions to the rebels. The Pentagon and 
CIA ramped up their presence on Turkey's southern border as 
the weapons began to flow to the rebels in two to three 
shipments every week. 

In July, the U.S. effectively halted the delivery of at least 
18 Manpads sourced from Libya, even as the rebels pleaded 
for more effective antiaircraft missiles to counter regime 
airstrikes in Aleppo, people familiar with that delivery said. 

"We were told that we need to get our house in order on 
the ground, and that it wasn't time yet," said a rebel 
representative involved in the delivery. 
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9. Iran Renews Internet Attacks On U.S. Banks 
Officials Blame Tehran for Sophisticated Disruptions of Capital One and BB&T Websites; More Strikes 
Planned Thursday 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL A8 OCT 12) ... Siobhan Gorman 

WASHINGTON—Iranian hackers renewed a campaign 
of cyberattacks against U.S. banks this week, targeting Capital 
One Financial Corp. and BB&T Corp. and openly defying 
U.S. warnings to halt, U.S. officials and others involved in the 
investigation into the attacks said. 

The attacks, which disrupted the banks' websites, showed 
the ability of the Iranian group to sustain its cyberassault on 
the nation's largest banks for a fifth week, even as it 
announced its plans to attack in advance. 

U.S. officials said the attacks against banks, and others 
against Middle Eastern energy companies, were sponsored by 
the Iranian government and approved at high levels as part of 
a low-grade cyberwar that officials warned could lead to 
retaliation. 

Unclear is at what point attacks on individual banks 
constitute an assault on the overall financial system that would 
call for a forceful response from the U.S. military, which has 
formed a "Cyber Command" to help defend government 
computers and critical civilian networks. 

"It is a fair question," said a senior U.S. official. "I am not 
sure I have the answer to it." 

Iranian officials didn't respond to requests to comment. 
BB&T worked Wednesday to restore the bank's website, 

and Capital One was adding new security to its website, which 
was attacked on Tuesday, the banks said. BB&T operates the 

11th biggest U.S. bank, and Capital One runs the 13th largest, 
according to a Federal Reserve ranking by consolidated assets. 

In previous weeks, the group had stated which banks it 
would target, but its announcement posted on the Internet this 
week didn't say which banks it planned to attack. The hacker 
group, which calls itself Qassam Cyber Fighters, said it 
planned further attacks Thursday. 

The announcement, posted Tuesday, took a swipe at 
Defense Secretary Leon Panetta, who last week issued a veiled 
warning to Iran to stop its cyberattacks and announced that the 
Pentagon spends $3 billion a year on cyber defenses. 

The Qassam Cyber Fighters says it is retaliating for the 
anti-Islamic video made in America that has caused protests in 
Muslim countries. U.S. officials, however, say the hackers 
claim privately to be attacking U.S. financial institutions and 
energy companies in the Persian Gulf in response to crippling 
sanctions that have cut oil production in half and sent the 
Iranian currency tumbling. 

"We have a suggestion for Mr. Panetta," the group wrote 
in garbled English in their announcement on the Internet. It 
said that instead of "spending several billions that won't be 
good for you, tell your henchmen on YouTube" to remove the 
anti-Islamic video. 
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The hacking group's statement Tuesday also said it 
believed that U.S. banks were "howling under pressure from 
the attacks." 

"They clearly specialize in computers and not 
Shakespearean prose—in English or Persian," said a senior 
defense official, after reading the announcement. "We take all 
cyberthreats seriously and believe that we need to do all we 
can as a country to defend ourselves against them." 

The Iranian attacks started at the beginning of this year 
when a few U.S. banks were pounded with unusually potent 
so-called denial-of-service attacks, which bombard websites to 
try to knock them off-line. 

Iranian hackers turned this summer to some oil-and-gas 
companies in the Middle East, where they also destroyed 
company data, U.S. officials said. 

Last month, they renewed their cyberassaults on the U.S. 
financial sector, announcing plans to target specific banks on 
specific days. 

These latest attacks, which investigators say are at least 
10 times as potent as the types of denial-of-service attacks 
hackers have mounted in the past, have disrupted service at 
even the largest U.S. banks. The highly sophisticated 
computer attack is using a new cyberweapon called 
"itsoknoproblembro," according to the computer-security firm 
Prolexic Technologies. 

The group has now attacked at least nine different U.S. 
banks, in some cases knocking websites offline and slowing 
the performance of others. 

Banks were on edge early this week in anticipation of 
another cyber onslaught, according to people familiar with the 
investigation into the Iranian hacking campaign. 

Tuesday's attack on Capital One blocked access to the 
bank's website for a number of hours. 

"We experienced some disruption yesterday," said Capital 
One spokeswoman Tatiana Stead. "There was minimal impact 
to the vast majority of our customers. All of our systems are 
fully operational." 

She added that after "the recent events," the bank has 
"taken a number of precautions which may inadvertently cause 
some challenges for a small number of customers visiting our 
website." 

A small group of Capital One customers were also unable 
to access the bank's website on Wednesday as it took 
additional security measures to block future cyberattacks, a 
Capital One official said, noting that customers could still 
access their accounts over the phone, on mobile devices, or in 
person at a bank branch. 

At BB&T, spokeswoman Cynthia Williams said 
Wednesday that the bank was experiencing "intermittent 
outages" on its website "due to a denial-of-service' event." 

She emphasized that these attacks don't target an 
individual accounts or the bank's internal computer systems. 
Instead they cause website disruptions that delay customers' 
abilities to access their accounts. 
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10. Yemeni Debate Over Drones Emerges After Saleh's Fall 
(REUTERS 17 OCT 12) ... Andrew Hammond 

SANAA -- Yemen's interim president has won U.S. praise 
for cooperating in a war on al Qaeda, but his recent public 
support for drone strikes that sometimes kill civilians could 
undermine his domestic popularity and stir sympathy for 
militants. 

Yemen, an Arabian Peninsula country where al Qaeda 
militants exploited a security vacuum during last year's rising 
against Ali Abdullah Saleh, has witnessed an escalated 
campaign of U.S. missile strikes in recent months, often using 
the pilotless aircraft known as drones. 

In a departure from Saleh's policies, Yemeni President 
Abd-Rabbu Mansour Hadi spoke openly in favor of the drone 
strikes during a trip to the United States last month. Praised by 
the U.S. ambassador in Sanaa as being more effective against 
al Qaeda than his predecessor, Hadi was quoted as saying that 
he personally approved every attack. 

The comments came after a September strike that killed 
12 civilians in Radaa, a small Yemeni town south of Sanaa, 
and the storming of the U.S. Embassy in the capital by 
protesters angry over an anti-Islam film made in California. 

Youth activist Ibrahim Al-Mothana said Hadi, elected in 
February for a two-year transitional period, was trying to win 
favor with international donors but imperils support at home. 

"He's trying to get international legitimacy, and he needs 
American and European support, so I think that's what drove 
him, rather than being more open and frank about it," he said. 

"Hadi's main task is the national dialogue, which will 
create a new national contract. But if the process is 
undermined by drones, that will be problematic." 

Leaked U.S. diplomatic cables said that Saleh had agreed 
in 2009 to a covert U.S. war on Islamist militants and accepted 
to take responsibility for attacks when necessary. 

Bashraheel Hesham Bashraheel, chairman of the al-
Ayyam newspaper group, said Hadi had won short-term 
respect from some Yemenis for being more open about drones 
than Saleh. 

"He wants to make a clear distinction, he wants to say I 
approved every raid. It gives the impression he is in control 
and not the Americans," Bashraheel said. "It impressed people 
and earned him some respect. He's not lying like Saleh used 
to." 

However, with public anger rising, politicians are 
becoming more vocal in their opposition to U.S. operations. 

The Shi'ite Islamist Houthi movement and influential 
Sunni cleric Abdul-Majeed al-Zindani - on a U.S. terrorism 
list - have stepped up criticism of drones in the past month. 

"At first people didn't talk, but after Radaa, things have 
changed, said Ali Abd-Rabbu al-Qadi, a parliamentarian from 
Maareb where many attacks have taken place. "These air 
strikes prepare the ground for al Qaeda and terrorism." 

Yemenis complain the U.S. focus on militants is a 
violation of sovereignty that is driving many towards al Qaeda 
and diverting attention from other pressing issues such as 
unemployment, corruption, water depletion and economic 
revival. 

Hadi is under U.S. pressure to prioritize the war on 
militants, who set up al Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula 
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(AQAP) in 2007 by merging the Yemeni and Saudi branches 
of the network founded by Osama bin Laden. 

"The Americans only think of use of violence, they need 
to think of using development," said Mohammed al-
Mutawakel, a political science professor. "They failed in 
Afghanistan and Iraq. I hope they don't make the same 
mistake again in Yemen." 

Parties Tacit Support 
Parties in the post-Saleh interim government have been 

largely silent or even expressed muted public support over 
drone strikes, in an effort to win the favor of a country seen as 
the real source of political power in Yemen, analysts say. 

The United States, eager to see Yemen recover from 
upheaval that put the impoverished state on the verge of 
collapse, has said it would provide $345 million in security, 
humanitarian and development assistance this year - more than 
double last year's aid but much less than needed, one 
government official said. 

Western diplomats say they believe most Yemenis 
support the operations, but acknowledge that public opposition 
is rising. 

"Nobody wants to see the drones (but) we have people 
who are posing an imminent threat to the security and stability 
of Yemen as well as threatening security throughout the 

world," a senior diplomat said. "The solution ultimately will 
be on the basis of building up Yemeni capabilities." 

While Washington usually avoids comment, the UK-
based Bureau of Investigative Journalism, which tracks U.S. 
operations, says between 36 and 56 civilians have died this 
year. 

At a recent funeral for those who died in the attacks in 
Radaa, relatives suggested tribes would take revenge if Sanaa 
did not do something to stop them. 

"We are just farmers, in our homes, who are disturbed 
constantly in the middle of the night by American planes 
above," said Jamal Abdu al-Sabouri, a relative of one of the 
Radaa victims. "We want a solution and we demand that Hadi 
pay attention to this issue... We want security and stability but 
if they're going to disturb us, we'll disturb everyone too." 

In the chaos of the disintegration of Saleh's system of 
tribal and religious alliances, tribes have taken steps to express 
displeasure with Hadi's government. Electricity lines were 
attacked in Maarib last month after a court issued death 
sentences against kinsmen accused of al Qaeda militancy. 

"A strike like this isn't a simple thing. It makes us lose 
hope in the state or that there even exists a Yemeni state here," 
said Muhammed Muqbil, who lost three relatives. 
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AFRICA: 
11. Libya Singles Out Islamist As A Commander In Consulate Attack, Libyans Say 
(NEW YORK TIMES 18 OCT 12) ... David D. Kirkpatrick 

CAIRO — Libyan authorities have singled out Ahmed 
Abu Khattala, a leader of the Benghazi-based Islamist group 
Ansar al-Shariah, as a commander in the attack that killed the 
American ambassador to Libya, J. Christopher Stevens, last 
month, Libyans involved in the investigation said Wednesday. 

Witnesses at the scene of the attack on the American 
Mission in Benghazi have said they saw Mr. Abu Khattala 
leading the assault, and his personal involvement is the latest 
link between the attack and his brigade, Ansar al-Shariah, a 
puritanical militant group that wants to advance Islamic law in 
Libya. 

The identity and motivation of the assailants have become 
an intense point of contention in the American presidential 
campaign. Republicans have sought to tie the attack to Al 
Qaeda to counter President Obama’s assertion that by killing 
Osama bin Laden and other leaders his administration had 
crippled the group; Mr. Abu Khattala and Ansar al-Shariah 
share Al Qaeda’s puritanism and militancy, but operate 
independently and focus only on Libya rather than on a global 
jihad against the West. 

But Mr. Abu Khattala’s exact role, or how much of the 
leadership he shared with others, is not yet clear. His 
leadership would not rule out participation or encouragement 
by militants connected to Al Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb, an 
Algerian Islamic insurgency that adopted the name of Bin 
Laden’s group a few years ago to bolster its image, but has so 
far avoided attacks on Western interests. 

Like the other leaders of the brigade or fighters seen in 
the attack, Mr. Abu Khattala remains at large and has not yet 
been questioned. 

The authorities in Tripoli do not yet command an 
effective army or police force, and members of the recently 
elected Parliament have acknowledged with frustration that 
their government’s limited power has shackled their ability to 
pursue the attackers. 

The government typically relies on self-formed local 
militias to act as law enforcement, and the Benghazi-area 
militias appear reluctant to enter a potentially bloody fight 
against another local group, like Ansar al-Shariah, to track 
down Mr. Abu Khattala. 

Asked last week about Mr. Abu Khattala’s role, an 
American official involved in a separate United States 
investigation declined to comment on any particular suspects, 
but he indicated that the United States was tracking Mr. Abu 
Khattala and cautioned that the leadership of the attack might 
have been broader than a single man. 

“Ansar al-Shariah is not only a shadowy group, it’s also 
quite factionalized,” the official said. “There isn’t necessarily 
one overall military commander of the group.” 

It was not immediately clear if that assessment might 
have changed with new information from Libyan witnesses. 
The New York Times reported Tuesday that Mr. Abu Khattala 
was a leader of the brigade, but withheld accounts of his 
specific role in the attack to protect witnesses. On Wednesday, 
The Wall Street Journal reported that three witnesses had seen 
him during the Sept. 11 attack on the mission and that the 
Libyan authorities were focused on his role. 

The Journal reported that Mr. Abu Khattala had been seen 
at large in the Leithi neighborhood of Benghazi, known for a 
high concentration of Islamists. But his exact whereabouts is 
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unclear. Libyan border security is loose, so it is possible that 
he will flee or has already left the country. 

Mr. Abu Khattala was a member of the Islamist 
opposition under Col. Muammar el-Qaddafi and was 
imprisoned in his notorious Abu Salim prison. Unlike most of 
the other Islamist prisoners, however, Mr. Abu Khattala never 
renounced violence as a means for seeking political change. 
He was let out of prison only last year, along with a batch of 
other political prisoners released in a futile bid by the 
government to appease the nascent uprising. 

Mr. Abu Khattala fought Colonel Qaddafi along with the 
rest of the Libyan opposition and the current leaders of the big 
militias in eastern Libya. But as those groups lined up behind 
the transitional government and the democratic process, Mr. 
Abu Khattala and a small core of like-minded Islamists 

formed Ansar al-Shariah, which now includes 100 to 200 
fighters. Its name means “supporters of Islamic law,” and it 
opposes electoral democracy as a substitute. 

It has staged displays of armed might intended to deter 
Western-style secular liberals whom it suspects of moving to 
liberalize Libya, where alcohol is currently banned, polygamy 
is legal and a vast majority of women wear an Islamic head 
covering. 

But Ansar al-Shariah also guarded a local hospital and 
engaged in preaching and charitable work, before popular 
anger at the group for its role in the mission attack forced it to 
scatter and hide out of sight. 

Suliman Ali Zway contributed reporting from Tripoli, 
Libya, and Eric Schmitt from Washington. 
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12. Few To Take On Mali Militants 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 18 OCT 12) ... Drew Hinshaw 

BAMAKO, Mali—A prospective military campaign 
against al Qaeda and its allies in the vast desert of this West 
African country has hit an obstacle: Neither Mali nor its 
neighbors appear ready to send soldiers into a land war, 
against war-hardened militants, in the world's largest desert. 

Late last week, the United Nations Security Council 
passed a resolution giving West African states 45 days to plan 
to retake Mali's north, now held by Islamic fundamentalist 
rebels allied to al Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb. The 
resolution has taken on urgency after AQIM, as the Saharan 
offshoot is known, was linked to last month's attack on U.S. 
consulate sites in Libya that killed the U.S. ambassador there 
and three other Americans. 

AQIM militants roam the Sahara from Mauritania to 
Libya, a swath larger than India. After Mali's democratically 
elected government collapsed earlier this year, they have taken 
over Mali's France-sized north and begun to enforce Islamic 
law with public amputations and executions. 

Now, foreign governments want to borrow a page from 
Somalia, where African Union peacekeepers recently routed al 
Qaeda-allied militants, a crucial step in stabilizing the strife-
torn East African country. On Friday, dignitaries from the 
U.N., France, the U.S. and across Africa are set to assemble in 
Bamako, the country's unassuming capital, for the largest 
meeting to date on the crisis. 

But confusion in Bamako—along with the challenges 
such a military action could pose—have delayed the 
campaign, ceding Mali's north to an al Qaeda affiliate eager to 
strike Western targets. 

Mali's own army lacks training, equipment and arms. In 
an indication of the general confusion there, officials in 
Guinea recently intercepted a shipment of weapons destined 
for Bamako because they weren't sure who would end up with 
the arms. On Wednesday, Guinean officials agreed on plans to 
return it, the Associated Press reported. 

The Economic Community of West African States, or 
Ecowas, has proposed sending 3,300 personnel from Mali and 
its neighbors to battle in the north. But even some Ecowas 
member countries are hesitant to dispatch combat troops, and 
there is no indication that international forces would join in. 

At the U.N., Security Council diplomats have said the 
Ecowas mission isn't properly organized and that it won't 

authorize any force until it is. The Pentagon is willing to send 
advisers to help with Ecowas force-deployment—once 
Ecowas has a plan for Mali—but won't send forces, U.S. 
defense officials say. A U.S. appropriations act blocks 
Washington from providing direct military aid to a non-
democratic state such as Mali. The U.S. is considering 
unilateral strikes in the region, officials have said, and the 
White House's National Security Council has asked civilian 
experts to put together a list of potential air strike targets there, 
according to one of the analysts asked. 

French President François Hollande, too, has said France 
would provide logistical and training assistance to an Ecowas-
led military intervention but wouldn't send soldiers. The EU 
was expected earlier this week to announce a training program 
for Malian and African troops, but instead said Monday it 
would propose the program by mid-November. 

Mali defense officials say such shortages won't stop their 
campaign. 

"We're going to start the mission without Ecowas and 
they can come find us along the road," said Mali defense 
ministry spokesman Nouhoum Togo. 

On a recent afternoon outside the capital, in Mali's south, 
a group of Malian soldiers rehearsed for war by practicing 
driving flatbed trucks over scrubland, the closest thing at hand 
to a desert. For years, the U.S. held annual exercises with 
Malian soldiers on a nearby plot of land. But when al Qaeda 
rebels ambushed Mali's military outposts in the north, many of 
those same soldiers fled. 

"Before, we weren't ready to die," said Mr. Togo, the 
defense ministry spokesman. "Now, for our dignity and our 
country, we're ready to die." 

The same month Mali's army abandoned the north, 
frustrated army officers staged a coup, toppling the 
democratically elected government in Bamako. Heavily armed 
Islamic fundamentalists now rule the north. 

Of the 3,300 personnel West Africa nations have 
tentatively offered to send, the bulk would come from Nigeria. 
Many of the rest include non-combat personnel: police 
officers, engineers, doctors. Tiny Togo is likely to send about 
100 troops, its prime minister said. Guinea-Bissau is sending 
personnel, but its army is preoccupied governing a country. 
Cape Verde has committed five doctors. 
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Aside from Nigeria, the Ivory Coast is a big backer of 
military intervention in its northern neighbor. Yet both the 
Ivory Coast and Liberia are hosting U.N. peacekeeping 
missions after their own recent civil conflicts. 

West Africa's hawks are making slow progress persuading 
leaders from nearby North African countries. In particular, 
Algeria has expressed concerns that Mali's rebels could retreat 
across their shared 855-mile desert border. Even 3,300 battle-
equipped soldiers from West Africa would be too few, say 
many analysts, to secure a sweep of dune, boulders and 
mountains that the French themselves failed to thoroughly 
colonize. Nigeria is pushing Ecowas to raise its troop 
commitments to 5,000 troops, according to one of the 
country's senior security officials. Nigeria is lobbying Senegal 
to provide much of that margin. 

Mali's Prime Minister Cheick Modibo Diarra, one of the 
top leaders of the transitional government, is a former scientist 
who worked at NASA during the 1990s and 2000s. Today, he 
has the formidable task of convincing other African countries 

to help clear the country's north of militants. The prime 
minister has been to Niger, Algeria, Morocco, Chad and South 
Africa seeking support. 

South Africa and Chad have voiced willingness to 
participate. But it isn't yet clear what such troops would be 
doing in Mali. Ecowas plans to invade the cities of the north, 
according to its Special Representative to Mali Aboudou 
Touré Cheaka. These would include the historic and 
vulnerable trading town of Timbuktu, where 14th-century clay 
monuments have been smashed by Islamists who view them as 
sacrilegious. 

Mali's army has asked that Ecowas soldiers stay behind 
and guard Mali's middle belt. Many observers expect foreign 
troops will end up in the south, patrolling the capital, 
providing a sense of security to civilian leaders like the 
president. President Dioncounda Traoré spent May and June 
convalescing after pro-coup protestors broke into his office 
and beat him with the helmet of a palace guard. 
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13. 6 Russians, 1 Estonian Kidnapped Off Nigeria: Firm 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 17 OCT 12) ... M.J. Smith 

LAGOS — Kidnappers have boarded a ship off Nigeria 
and abducted seven crew members, including six Russians and 
one Estonian, in the latest such incident in the region, French 
company Bourbon said on Wednesday. 

"Bourbon confirms that seven crew members, six 
Russians and one Estonian, were kidnapped during the 
boarding of the Bourbon Liberty 249, which occurred on 
October 15, 2012 in Nigeria," a statement from the oil industry 
servicing firm said. 

"The other nine crew members are still onboard the vessel 
which is heading for the Port of Onne. They are safe and 
sound, and in good health." 

The statement did not give the location of the kidnapping, 
but Onne is located in the Niger Delta, the country's oil-
producing region. 

The Bourbon Liberty 249 is an anchor handling vessel, 
the kind used to tow anchors for oil rigs or mobile drilling 
rigs. 

According to private security consultants Drum Cussac, 
the incident occurred some 40 nautical miles off Brass along 
Nigeria's southern coast. 

Scores of kidnappings for ransom have occurred in the 
Niger Delta, though a 2009 amnesty deal greatly reduced 
unrest there. Sporadic incidents continue to occur despite the 
amnesty. 

Most of the hostages have been freed after payment of a 
ransom. 

The company said it had set up an emergency unit aimed 
at the hostages' "rapid liberation." 

"Bourbon is in contact with the crewmembers? families, 
supporting them, and keeping them regularly informed," it 
said. 

"Bourbon will continue to disclose any new information 
when available and verified and will not make any comment 
which could adversely affect the liberation of the hostages." 

A Nigerian military spokesman in the region said he was 
not aware of the kidnapping, while a navy spokesman could 
not be immediately reached for comment. 

In August, four foreign oil workers -- Indonesian, Iranian, 
Malaysian and Thai nationals -- were kidnapped when 
unknown gunmen attacked their vessel in the Gulf of Guinea 
off Nigeria. 

In the early hours of August 4, suspected sea pirates 
stormed a barge and opened fire, killing two Nigerian sailors 
and injuring two others. 

The foreigners were freed some three weeks after the 
kidnapping, though their employer Sea Trucks Group declined 
to provide details of their release. 

Years of unrest in the Delta had curbed crude production 
in Nigeria, Africa's top oil producer, but output has recovered 
since the 2009 amnesty and has been at more than two million 
barrels per day. 

The unrest prior to the amnesty saw criminal gangs and 
militants claiming to be fighting for a greater share of oil 
revenue carry out attacks on oil facilities, including blowing 
up pipelines. 

While the unrest has been reduced, criminality remains 
widespread and oil theft in the region continues to be a major 
problem. 

Shell, the biggest producer in Nigeria, has said there have 
been estimates that 150,000 barrels of oil and condensate are 
stolen in the country each day. 

Hijackings of tankers in the Gulf of Guinea off West 
Africa has also seen gangs board ships with the aim of 
siphoning off fuel cargo for sale on the lucrative black market. 
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ENERGY: 
14. Navy Defends Alternative Energy Goals 
(POLITICO 17 OCT 12) ... Tim Mak 

It might cost a lot more green, but the Navy is still 
determined to go green. 

Three years after laying out wide-ranging alternative 
energy goals for the Navy and Marine Corps, Navy Secretary 
Ray Mabus on Wednesday stressed the progress the service 
has made and, as new evidence about how big a priority it is, 
announced that energy management would be a future 
consideration in officer promotion. Anything to use less fossil 
fuel, he said. 

"We're not there yet, but we're far further along than I 
think anybody thought three years ago we would be," Mabus 
said, having pledged in 2009 that 50 percent of Navy energy 
consumption would come from alternative sources by 2020, a 
goal he is "absolutely confident we're going to meet." 

Mabus announced Wednesday that from fiscal 2014 
onwards, officer selection boards would give "special 
consideration to the promotion of those men and women who 
have made energy resource management a priority." 

But it hasn’t been a priority for many in Congress, where 
alternative-energy skeptics, led by a handful of key 
Republicans, have argued that the defense budget is too tight 
to devote hundreds of millions of dollars to comparatively 
expensive alternative fuels. Republican critics also have tried 
to link the Defense Department’s alternative energy 
aspirations with President Barack Obama’s support for the 
solar panel-maker Solyndra, which went bankrupt despite loan 
guarantees from the Department of Energy. 

On Wednesday Sen. Jeanne Shaheen (D-N.H.), who 
spoke after Mabus, responded to Republicans in Congress who 
have resisted Mabus’s "Great Green Fleet" without naming 
them, telling assembled audience members, "We can't allow 
the debate over the military's energy use to become a proxy for 
other ideological debates around energy." 

"We need to make sure our military leaders are able to 
continue their historic tradition of identifying long-term 

challenges and seeking innovative ways to solve them,” she 
said. “Energy is no different, and nothing, including the 
Congress, should get in the way. We should let our military do 
what it does best, and that is to lead.” 

Mabus also didn't get explicitly political, but he did get 
mathematical, ticking off a list of statistics about green energy 
and its importance to the Navy: Each $1 increase in the price 
of a gallon of oil costs the Navy $30 million, he said. The U.S. 
military spends $84 billion per year protecting maritime oil 
transit routes and infrastructure globally. And as an example 
of how small upfront expenditures can have big effects, he 
said the addition of stern flaps on warships increased their 
efficiency to the tune of about $1 million a year in fuel costs 
per ship. 

And while he didn’t call out Congress, Mabus did address 
a major concern of Republicans: cost. The Navy has set 
records in buying experimental batches of alternative fuel, 
arguing that the high premium would pay off in the long run 
because as both supply and demand increase, prices would 
become competitive with petroleum. A Navy spokesman told 
POLITICO on Wednesday that the service paid $26 per gallon 
for algae-based biofuel used in an exercise earlier this year 
and its 50-50 blend of biofuel and petroleum-based aviation 
fuel averaged about $12 per gallon. 

Mabus said Wednesday that the cost of biofuels had been 
“cut in half” since green energy goals were set in 2009, and 
would continue to drop. More basically, he said, American 
warships have always pushed the edge of technology and that 
must continue with the fleet of today and tomorrow. 

“In the case of wind, that was free ... if price was the only 
thing that we looked at, we’d still be using sails,” he quipped. 
"Today, we not only have the opportunity, we have the 
obligation, to lead in the creation of a new energy future that 
will ensure our security and will help in international 
security." 
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15. Navy Secretary Won't Back Off From Renewable Energy Goals 
(NATIONAL DEFENSE 17 OCT 12) ... Dan Parsons 

Almost three years to the day after he laid out plans to 
achieve energy security for his service, Secretary of the Navy 
Ray Mabus on Oct. 17 doubled down on that promise. 

Mabus praised the progress the Navy has made and 
assured attendees at an industry conference that the goals he 
laid out in 2009 would be achieved within or ahead of the 
ambitious self-prescribed timeline. 

“We have initiated, we have advanced and we have 
achieved many of the objectives we set,” Mabus said at the 
National Defense Industrial Association’s annual Naval 
Energy Forum. “We are not there yet, but we are far further 
along. We’re doing what we’re doing and we’re leading at 
what we’re doing because it increases national security and, I 
would say, it increases international stability.” 

Mabus said he was “absolutely confident” that the service 
will meet the prescribed goal that by 2020 half its energy will 
come from sources other than petroleum. 

He has also called for half of all shore-based power to 
come from renewable sources by 2020 and for half of the 
Navy’s installations to be net-zero — meaning they create as 
much power as they consume — by the same year. Both are 
efforts to make the Navy’s infrastructure sustainable, 
“independent of what happens to the commercial electrical 
grid,” Mabus said. By 2015, all of the Navy’s ground vehicles 
will cut petroleum-based fuel consumption in half, he has 
vowed. 

Meanwhile, each one-dollar increase in the price of a 
barrel of crude oil costs the Navy $30 million, Mabus said, 
echoing an oft-cited statistical grievance. 

Sen. Jeanne Sheehan, D-N.H., member of both the Senate 
Armed Services and Energy and Natural Resources 
committees, said that same dollar increase costs the Defense 
Department a total of $130 million. 
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For the U.S. economy as a whole, a volatile and fragile 
global oil market can have “significant and dangerous 
impacts,” Mabus added. 

For the Navy, which consumes enormous amounts of fuel 
each day steaming around the globe, the constantly fluctuating 
price of oil can cause budgetary migraines. In fiscal year 2012, 
the service was forced to find an extra $500 million to cover 
unforeseen growth in fuel costs, Mabus said. Fuel use also has 
direct impacts on global operations for both the Navy and 
Marine Corps. The Navy spends $84 billion per year 
protecting maritime oil transit routes around the world, he 
said. 

In an era marked by fiscal austerity and looming budget 
cuts, “there are only two places to get money like this,” he 
said. Without further funding, it must either come from 
operations or from the acquisition budget. 

“I think those are simply choices we shouldn’t have to 
make,” he said. “I think there is another way to do this, but the 
only way is to think and act big.” 

Sheehan said politics should not be allowed to get in the 
way of achieving energy security, regardless of controversial 
subjects like climate change. "As a policy, we need to make 
sure our military leaders can continue their historic tradition of 
identifying long-term challenges,” she said. “We cannot let 
energy security become a proxy debate for other issues 
surrounding renewable energy.” 

The Navy is set to cut the ribbon Oct. 18 on a 1-kilowatt 
solar array at Marine Corps Logistics Base Barstow, Calif. 
The following day, a similar photovoltaic array will be 
unveiled at Naval Air Weapons Station China Lake, Calif. 
Each will save the Navy $13 million to $20 million over their 
20-year lifespans, Mabus said. 

These kinds of projects have practical impacts on the 
economic health of the nation and its security, Sheehan said. 

“Energy has always been directly related to our economy, 
our national security and our combat effectiveness,” she said. 
“It is imperative to the success of today’s military. Energy 
security is national security.” 

In Hawaii, where fuel prices are the highest in the nation, 
plans are under way to generate 56 megawatts annually at 
various Navy installations by relying on “the strength of the 

Hawaiian sun,” Mabus said. At Kaneohe Bay, Hawaii, a 
power-generating wave is already pumping electricity into the 
local electrical grid. 

Perhaps the most ambitious effort Mabus has undertaken 
to achieve energy security is the search for a drop-in bio-fuel 
that burns cleaner and more efficiently than traditional 
petroleum based jet fuel. During the recent Rim of the Pacific 
international military exercises in Hawaii, Mabus’ Great 
Green Fleet demonstrated that it could be done. 

With the exception of the USS Nimitz, which is nuclear 
powered, every aircraft and ship in that carrier’s strike group 
burned only a 50/50 mix of bio-diesel and traditional fuel. 
When he visited the exercises, Mabus’ own helicopter ran on 
the same mixture. 

The only difference seems to be that bio-fuels seem to 
burn a little bit cleaner, he said. “Engines may last longer 
when you’re burning these because you don’t gunk them up.” 

A major obstacle — politically and fiscally — is the price 
of bio-fuels relative to petroleum-based fuels. Though the cost 
of bio-fuels has dropped by half since the initiative was first 
announced, they remain magnitudes of order more expensive 
than fossil fuels. But Mabus and Sheehan agreed the Navy 
could help build a mass market. 

“If there is an industry that the military needs that isn’t 
available … we can help spur it along,” Mabus said. He cited 
the steel and nuclear industries as success stories. 

“Bio-fuels do still cost more, for now, but that cost is 
dropping dramatically,” Sheehan said. “The government is the 
biggest user of energy in the country and the military uses 95 
percent of that.” 

Mabus’ plans have taken hard knocks from budget hawks 
and skeptics of renewable energy. But he was careful to couch 
his quest for energy security as a practical necessity for future 
national security. 

“Every change we’ve made has made the Navy and the 
Marine Corps stronger and better able to keep sea lanes open 
and the global commons safe,” he said. “We not only have the 
opportunity, we have an obligation to create a new energy 
future. There is absolutely clear and overwhelmingly 
compelling evidence that these efforts are vital to our national 
security.” 
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CNO TRIP: 
16. CNO Joins Maritime Leaders At RSS 2012 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 18 OCT 12) ... Chief of Naval Operations Public Affairs 

VENICE – Chief of Naval Operations (CNO) Adm. 
Jonathan Greenert was the Chairman of the 9th Regional 
Seapower Symposium (RSS) first session which focused on 
“Recent operational experiences and their influence on future 
platforms,” Oct. 17. 

In CNO’s opening remarks, he talked about the 
importance of RSS and how it benefits the international 
maritime forces who attended. 

“This is a perfect forum to bring together mutual issues 
that we can talk about,” said Greenert. “It is an opportunity to 
build relationships, share lessons learned and to build some 
concepts of operations for [potential] world events in the 
future.” 

CNO then outlined the session’s focus. 

“We [panel members] will talk about recent operations 
and what those implications may be for future operations, both 
in ship construction and concept of operations,” said Greenert. 

CNO went on to discuss recent operations which proved 
to have significant influence on informing future operations 
and construction. As examples, Greenert drew from lessons 
the Navy learned during Operation Unified Protector, the 
International Mine Counter Measure Exercise (IMCMEX12) 
and Operation Active Endeavor. Each of these evolutions 
increased the Navy’s knowledge on unmanned vehicles, cyber, 
and counter terrorism measures. 

He gave detailed examples of how the Navy is integrating 
old and new technologies into today’s missions as 
demonstrated by USS Ponce during IMCMEX12 and how 
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Firescout was used on an older surface ship in the 
Mediterranean during Operation Unified Protector. 

“These are insights of current operations and things we’re 
doing today [older vessels/platforms with new 
technology/payloads]” said Greenert. “We don’t need 
sophisticated solutions [to be effective].” 

Additionally, CNO spoke about the importance of 
communicating with partners and allies and how information 
needs to be shared. He emphasized the need for a common 
operational picture and how information needs to be 
accessible to cooperating maritime forces. 

Following Greenert’s remarks he introduced other panel 
members which included maritime leaders from Germany, 
Greece, Netherlands, United Kingdom and NATO and a 
presenter from Fincantieri, an Italian ship-building company. 

The RSS, hosted by the Chief of the Italian Navy, was 
held at the Italian Naval War College in Venice. It was 
attended by 39 Navies operating in the wider Mediterranean 
and beyond, as well as representatives from 12 International 
Organizations. 
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MARINE CORPS: 
17. Lighter Force Has Double Meaning For The Marines 
(FEDERAL NEWS RADIO 18 OCT 12) ... Jared Serbu 

The Marine Corps is relying heavily on energy efficiency 
and alternative energy as it tries to build the leaner, lighter 
force it says it'll need in coming years. 

With the military's strategic shift in focus away from the 
Middle East and toward the Asia-Pacific region, the Marine 
Corps wants to get back to its maritime roots and transition to 
a "middleweight," expeditionary, seagoing force. 

There's one big problem with that, according to Lt. Gen. 
Richard Mills, the Marines' deputy commandant for combat 
development and integration. 

"Over the past 10 years, we've become a heavy Marine 
Corps. We've fought a land war, requiring us to become 
heavier. That was all well and good in its time, but that time 
now is rapidly passing us by," he said. 

Deployed marines, Mills told the Navy's annual energy 
forum, have become too dependent on the large fuel farms that 
now populate heavily-protected fixed bases in Afghanistan, 
tying them down to hard-won, but secure lines of supply for 
energy. 

"That allowed us to become almost sloppy," he said. "It 
allowed us to become less aware and less conscious of fuel 
efficiency on the battlefield and the problems of fuel resupply 
on the battlefield. Those times are changing." 

The times ahead, Mills said, are likely to involve 
deployments to conflict zones with energy sources that are far 
less reliable, and likely to be at the end of a sea-based supply 
line. To deal with that reality, the Marines must redevelop an 
expeditionary mindset and build a force that can operate in an 
environment where energy is not an unlimited resource. 

"Our energy demand increases our strategic and tactical 
risk. It tethers us to supply lines that are vulnerable to 
disruption," he said. "It reduces our range and our freedom to 
maneuver, especially as we operate from the sea and operate 
on land. It risks the precious lives of our sailors and marines as 
they carry fuel and water on patrol and on combat operations. 
Energy inefficiency is just simply inconsistent with our 
current and future operational concepts and the environments 
in which we're going to have to fight." 

Acquisition Considerations 
But Mills said the Marine Corps now is getting serious 

about energy efficiency. He said the service quickly has begun 
using innovative technologies that reduce the need for fuel and 
batteries in a combat zone. And he said energy use now is a 

major consideration in the service's acquisition of weapons 
systems. 

"Fuel efficiency must play a part in every decision we 
make as we look at future capabilities, future requirements and 
how we meet those requirements," he said. "We've been 
putting our money where our mouth is when it comes to our 
requirements for future vehicles and aircraft. We must look at 
size, weight, logistics footprint, energy consumption, and how 
we'll use that equipment. We have to develop a lighter force, 
capable of operating in smaller, more distributed units and 
translate that eventually into a faster, more deadly and 
middleweight force." 

Many of the Marine Corps weapons systems definitely are 
closer to the heavyweight end of the spectrum. Some weapons 
carried by individual marines pack 35 pounds of weight into a 
single system, a load the Marine Corps wants to cut in half. To 
get a better handle on the entirety of the load on a marine's 
back, the service has designated the Marine Expeditionary 
Rifle Squad program as the single configuration manager for 
everything a marine carries, both now and in the future. 

Field Tests Worked Well 
Part of reducing that load is cutting back on the energy 

sources marines have to take with them, and giving them gear 
that can harness renewable energy instead. 

"We've applied some $350 million to expeditionary 
energy initiatives, and as a result of those initiatives, four 
systems have moved beyond the experimental phase and into 
formal programs of record. They're providing support to the 
marine on the battlefield right now," Mills said. 

Those four technologies, including solar blankets that can 
supply power to radios and GPS units in the field and low-
power LED lighting technology, first rolled on to the 
battlefield in Afghanistan as an experiment with the 3rd 
Battalion, 5th Marine Regiment when Mills was a commander 
there. He was skeptical at first. 

"The last thing I wanted to do was to burden these 
marines with some science project as they jumped into high-
intensity combat against a determined enemy. I was wrong," 
he said. "The marines jumped all over it. They understood 
what those systems offered to them. I got nothing but praise 
for those kinds of systems, because it made the grunt's life 
easier. It reduced the amount of fuel they had to bring forward. 
It reduced the amount of maintenance on generators. It 
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reduced the number of convoys brining batteries, and it 
reduced the weight during foot patrols." 

Listen To Audio (RT: 7:40) 
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PERSONNEL: 
18. Navy Medicine Fights Rising Costs 
Surgeon general visits SD as department grapples with chronic disease, budget 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 17 OCT 12) ... Gretel C. Kovach 

As health care costs threaten to overwhelm the defense 
budget, the Navy is increasing efficiency through Web-based 
care, preventive medicine, joint operations across services and 
fewer referrals to civilian providers, the service’s top doctor 
said Wednesday during a visit to San Diego. 

The Defense Department spent about $19 billion on 
health care in 2001. Last year, the figure climbed to $52 
billion. 

“We’re on this trajectory that is non-sustainable,” said 
Vice Adm. Matthew Nathan, U.S. Navy surgeon general. 

If the trend continues, by 2020 health care costs will 
consume the budget for discretionary spending, such as 
infrastructure, Nathan told the San Diego Military Advisory 
Council. 

“We can’t provide all medical care at any cost anymore. 
We can’t afford it, we can’t sustain it,” he said, but neither can 
the Navy simply stop paying the bill. 

“We have to figure out, Navy medicine and military 
medicine, how we can maintain health and do it at lower cost.” 

The Navy cares for Sailors and Marines with a budget of 
about $6 billion and 65,000 workers. That budget will 
undoubtedly shrink in coming years as the Corps downsizes 
by about 20,000, Nathan said. But the needs of wounded 
service members will continue after the last return home from 
the war. 

“If all hostilities ended tomorrow, my current need for 
trauma support would diminish pretty quickly. But my current 
need for emotional, psychological support will be a tail that 
exists for quite awhile,” he told San Diego reporters. 

To become solvent and sustainable, Navy medicine is 
adopting a “patient-centered medical home” model, assigning 
active duty, retirees and dependents it serves to a cluster of 
providers and encouraging electronic communication. 

Like the invention of antibiotics and anesthesia, “I believe 
the next great panacea of medicine is going to be virtual 
medicine, the ability to take care of you at your homes,” where 
you can use a smartphone or computer to make appointments, 
get test results and consult with your doctor, he said. “The 

only time you’ll have to go see a doctor is when you’re really 
sick and they need to either listen to you, see you or feel 
what’s going on with you.” 

Another big push is to reduce redundancies across 
services, for instance by consolidating pharmacies. Last year, 
the Navy merged its schoolhouse for training hospital 
corpsmen with the one used to train Army and Air Force 
medics in San Antonio. Some classes are integrated and some 
broken down by service, but the goal is to have all basic 
medical training standardized, Nathan said. 

During his previous assignment, Nathan presided over the 
consolidation of Walter Reed Army Medical Center and the 
National Naval Medical Center at Bethesda, Md. 

The Government Accountability Office found that 
collocating cost $1.7 billion more than the Pentagon budgeted 
in 2005. 

Integrating Army and Navy culture was another 
challenge, Nathan recalled, but examples like Joint Special 
Operations Command illustrate the benefits. 

“They maintain their traditions but they are all one team, 
one fight, saving money, finding efficiencies ... we need to do 
that in military medicine.” 

A strain affecting military and civilian medical systems is 
the rising epidemic of obesity in American and chronic 
diseases such as diabetes. 

To cut costs, “I’ve got to get people healthier,” Nathan 
said. “Once you start getting diabetes it causes heart disease, it 
causes renal disease, it causes eye problems, it causes 
neurological problems. It’s horrendously expensive. 

"If I can keep that person healthy into 70 or 80, vice 
getting this stuff at 50 or 60, I’ve made a huge paradigm 
change in my cost.” 

Another cost-saving measure is drawing care back to 
military facilities instead of referring patients to civilian care, 
Nathan said. As war zone deployments wind down, about 5 
percent of Navy medical personnel are deployed, down from 
15 percent, making it easier to fully staff military facilities and 
handle patient flow. 
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VOTING: 
19. Panetta Wants Proof Voting Offices Are Working 
(NAVY TIMES 17 OCT 12) ... Karen Jowers 

Defense Secretary Leon Panetta has directed military 
officials to provide him a report by Oct. 19 verifying that each 
of the 221 installation voting assistance offices is 
appropriately staffed to meet the needs of troops. 

He gave officials three days to get it done; the memo was 
issued Oct. 16 to the service secretaries, the chairman of the 

Joint Chiefs, undersecretary of defense for personnel and 
readiness, and chiefs of the combatant commands. 

“We must do all we can to ensure that service members 
know the steps necessary to vote, particularly those service 
members deployed or based away from home. This issue must 
be addressed immediately,” he wrote. 



 19

Panetta responded to a report issued by the Defense 
Department Inspector General on Aug. 31 that stated that 
auditors could not reach about half of the installation voting 
assistance offices by phone after repeated attempts. He noted 
that DoD recently has received similar reports from 
congressional sources. 

Panetta noted that DoD’s internal research “indicates that 
we were able to reach the overwhelming majority of voter 
assistance offices by phone.” 

He said DoD is also encouraging troops to vote through 
emails and with worldwide messages from Panetta, Joint 
Chiefs Chairman Army Gen. Martin Dempsey, and 
Dempsey’s senior enlisted adviser, Marine Corps Sgt. Maj. 
Bryan Battaglia. 
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SURFACE FLEET: 
20. New Littoral Ship Due To Arrive On Thursday 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 17 OCT 12) ... Jeanette Steele 

ABOARD THE FORT WORTH — A blown fuse in a 
communications system meant the Navy helicopter had to find 
the Fort Worth, the U.S. fleet’s newest littoral combat ship, by 
sight in the ocean off San Diego on Wednesday. 

The helicopter passed over a destroyer, a big, bulky 
warship, all squared-off angles. Nope, not that one. 

When the helicopter found the Fort Worth, it was obvious 
at a glance that the small, sleek ship was a different creature 
all together. 

The Fort Worth, the third in the Navy’s new littoral 
combat ship line, is bound for San Diego, its new home port. 
The ship is scheduled to sail past Ballast Point and into the 
bay, arriving at its San Diego Naval Base pier at 9:30 a.m. 
Thursday. 

The core crew of 40 Sailors — the result of a concept 
called “minimal manning” — has taken custody of the vessel 
from a Wisconsin shipyard and delivered it to San Diego in 
roughly four months. The ship stopped in Galveston, Texas, 
for commissioning on Sept. 22 before heading through the 
Panama Canal en route to its new home. 

On the flight deck Wednesday evening, against a pink 
sunset sky, the skipper told the assembled crew that he thought 
it had to be a record. 

“You guys have really done something special,” Cmdr. 
Randy Blankenship said. 

The Navy is still finding its way with the controversial 
littoral ship class, just as Fort Worth’s occupants had to learn 
to be “hybrid” Sailors on the trip from Wisconsin. 

Because of the small crew, each member does his or her 
assigned job and also helps out with three or four other tasks, 
such as securing a helicopter when it lands or acting as a 
rescue swimmer. 

The Navy has faced criticism about the small crew size 
and many other aspects of this groundbreaking vessel. 

The first two ships in the line — the Freedom and 
Independence, both based in San Diego — came in at three 
times over budget and experienced early problems with cracks 
and corrosion. Some analysts say the ships don’t have enough 
firepower and can’t survive a fight. 

The Navy staunchly defends the ship class, saying its 
speed and nimbleness are needed for close-to-shore patrolling. 

As the ship arrives in San Diego today, naval officials are 
betting on the Fort Worth to show that the lessons of the first 
two littoral vessels were learned, and heeded. 
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21. Navy To Christen New San Diego-Based Ship, The USS America 
(KPBS SAN DIEGO 17 OCT 12) ... Beth Ford Roth 

The Navy plans to christen its newest amphibious assault 
ship on October 20. Called the USS America, the ship will 
eventually be homeported in San Diego. 

The christening ceremony for the USS America will take 
in place in Pascagoula, Mississippi at 10 in the morning local 
time. 

The soon-to-be USS America will be the first ship of its 
class, according to the Navy: 

As the next generation "big-deck" amphibious ship, [the 
USS America] will be optimized for aviation, capable of 

supporting current and future aircraft such as the tilt-rotor 
MV-22 Osprey and Joint Strike Fighter. 

The [USS America] will use the same gas turbine 
propulsion plant, zonal electrical distribution system, and 
electric auxiliary system built for USS Makin Island. This 
unique auxiliary propulsion system is designed for fuel 
efficiency. 

The future USS America will be the fourth Navy ship to 
bear that name. 
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AVIATION: 
22. F-35 Fighter Jet Drops 2,000-Pound Bomb In Test Flight 
(LOS ANGELES TIMES 17 OCT 12) ... W.J. Hennigan 

High above the Mojave Desert, the military's next-
generation fighter jet dropped a 2,000-pound bomb for the 
first time in its latest test flight. 

It’s a key milestone for the stealthy, supersonic F-35, built 
by Lockheed Martin Corp., which has been undergoing tests 
since its first flight in late 2006. 
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The F-35, piloted by Air Force Maj. Eric "Doc" Schultz, 
jettisoned the smart bomb Wednesday from the belly of the 
aircraft over the Naval Air Weapons Station test range at 
China Lake. 

Take a look at Lockheed Martin-produced video above 
for the weapon release or here. (There is no explosion, but 
there is plenty of rock music.) 

The F-35, known as the Joint Strike Fighter, will be used 
by the Navy, Marines and Air Force. Three versions of the F-
35 are being built -- one that can operate off aircraft carriers, 
one capable of short takeoffs and vertical landings, and a 
conventional fighter jet. 

The Air Force’s F-35 is designed to carry a payload of up 
to 18,000 pounds using 10 weapon stations. 

All three F-35 variants will be built on the same 
production line at Lockheed's plant in Fort Worth. The center 
fuselage sections will be made by Northrop Grumman Corp. 
in Palmdale. 

Lockheed has said the F-35 program will pump an 
estimated $6 billion into the state's economy and create 27,000 
jobs. 

At a time when federal spending is under a microscope, 
the F-35 program is the Pentagon's costliest program going. 
The Defense Department has plans to buy 2,443 of the aircraft 
at a cost of $382 billion, which is hundreds of billions of 
dollars over budget. 

View Clip (RT: 1:48) 
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SUBMARINES: 
23. Sea-Based Strategic Deterrence: Past, Present, And Future 
(NAVY LIVE BLOG 17 OCT 12) ... Rear Adm. Barry Bruner 

In a previous blog entitled “Next Generation Ohio – 
Class” Rear Adm. Barry Bruner, Director of Undersea 
Warfare, talked about the next Ohio class submarines. In this 
blog he talks about not only the future of submarines but the 
past and present as well. 

Today we kicked off the 30th Annual Naval Submarine 
League Symposium, with the theme “The Future of Submarine 
Programs.” Naval and industry leaders are discussing the way 
ahead to maintain the submarines as key part of operating 
forward – strategic deterrence. I’d like to take a moment to 
highlight where we’ve been, where we are now, and where 
we’re going. 

"Polaris - From Out Of The Deep To Target. Perfect." 
With those words from the commanding officer of USS 

George Washington (SSBN 598) following the first Polaris 
missile launch from a submarine in 1960, the U.S. Navy’s 
SSBN force began its run as the most survivable leg of the 
nuclear deterrence triad. It was an incredible advancement in 
our readiness capabilities and made the silent service more 
reliable, flexible and ready to respond than it had ever been 
prior. 

After the end of World War II, the lessons of adaptability 
learned from our rich legacy of protecting and projecting the 
nation through sea power proved invaluable as the United 
States immediately entered into the nearly half-century Cold 
War with the Soviet Union and its allies. It was the 
development of the ballistic missile submarine that was key to 
ensuring this war involved no direct military action, allowing 
for the United States’ eventual victory. During the Cold War, 
our undersea warriors served on six classes of ballistic missile 
submarines: George Washington, Ethan Allen, Lafayette, 
James Madison, Benjamin Franklin, and Ohio. Also known as 
the “41 for Freedom,” the submarines of the first five classes 
listed above deployed to provide a forward presence, 
completing more than 2800 patrols during their combined 
lifetime service of 43 years. These missions proved the 
effectiveness of operating forward as their very presence 
served to deter aggression and preserve peace. I had the 
privilege of serving on USS Mariano G. Vallejo (SSBN 658), 

completing five strategic deterrent patrols between 1988 and 
1991. As one of the final boats of the “41 for Freedom,” she 
was a phenomenal ship, always dependable and extremely 
capable for her time. 

As the last of the “41 for Freedom” were being 
decommissioned, the Ohio-class submarine seamlessly 
assumed duties as the prominent platform of the sea-based leg 
of the strategic deterrent triad. Due in part to the extensive 
design efforts on the Ohio in the 1970s, the Navy delivered 
and is now maintaining a submarine that will continue to 
execute its mission through 2040. The largest U.S. submarines 
ever built, the Ohio-class SSBNs were originally outfitted with 
the Trident I (C4) missile and completed more than 1000 
deterrent patrols. The current 14 Ohio-class SSBNs carry the 
improved Trident II (D5) missile, which makes up 
approximately 50 percent of the nation’s nuclear armament 
inventory. 

An effective nuclear deterrent has been, is, and will 
continue to be a national imperative. It is a key component of 
the flexibility, reliability and readiness that makes our Navy 
the most effective in the world. The 2010 Nuclear Posture 
Review validated the requirement to maintain a continuous at-
sea presence of SSBNs in both the Atlantic and Pacific 
Oceans. Also, our Navy’s SSBNs will carry approximately 70 
percent of the nation’s deployed warheads under the New 
Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty (New START), and a 
successful transition to the Ohio Replacement SSBN is the 
submarine force’s highest priority. This new SSBN will 
maintain sufficient survivability to address projected future 
threats into the 2080s with the same success that the Ohio-
class has had against contemporary threats. Designed and built 
with multiple cost reduction initiatives including a life-of-ship 
reactor core, modular construction techniques, and the re-
use/re-hosting of current submarine systems including the 
Trident II (D5) strategic weapons system as the initial baseline 
mission payload, the 12 OHIO Replacement SSBNs will 
provide 21st century strategic deterrent capabilities at a 
responsible cost. 
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INFRASTRUCTURE / INSTALLATIONS: 
24. Navy Wins Federal Judgment On Broadway Complex 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 17 OCT 12) ... Roger Showley 

The $1.2 billion redevelopment of the Navy’s downtown 
waterfront complex overcame a federal court challenge 
Wednesday when a judge ruled against environmentalists’ 
complaints that the project did not fully address terrorism 
issues raised by the 9/11 attacks in 2001. 

Judge Jeffrey T. Miller said a new environmental 
assessment is not necessary and the Navy does not have to 
consider other places to build its new headquarters as the 
critics proposed. 

The project, first conceived in 1986, is a joint venture 
between the Navy and U-T Publisher and developer Douglas 
F. Manchester, who won a 99-year lease of the 16-acre 
property from the Navy in 2006. 

Under a congressional mandate authorized in 1986, 
Manchester agreed to build the Navy a new headquarters for 
free at what is called the Navy Broadway Complex, opposite 
the Midway Aircraft Carrier Museum. The Navy currently 
occupies buildings dating back to the 1920s at the site of what 
was originally a Navy supply center. 

In exchange Manchester won development rights for the 
balance of the eight-block site. Manchester plans a series of 
office and hotel towers and retail and museum space in a 
master plan that is intended to add thousands of hotel visitors, 
office workers and shoppers to North Embarcadero waterfront, 
where beautification is already under way. 

“We have a ways to go but no question, this is a huge 
milestone,” said Perry Dealy, Manchester’s project consultant. 

Ian Trowbridge, co-chairman of the Navy Broadway 
Complex Coalition, which sued the Navy, said he expects the 
group will “absolutely appeal” the decision. 

“I think the judge completely ignored the expert witness 
... on terrorism, and as a non-lawyer, I think Miller made a 
huge mistake there,” Trowbridge said. 

Trowbridge’s group argued that the Navy’s environmental 
assessment did not adequately consider possible terrorist 
threats to the site. Miller said the “level of detail and depth of 
analysis” demanded by the coalition “exceeds the scope and 
demands” of federal environmental law. 

Adm. Dixon Smith, the Navy’s southwest regional 
commander, issued a statement that he was “extremely 
pleased” with the ruling and would “need a few days to 
digest” the contents and confer with Manchester. 

“Our commitment to this project is unwavering and this 
redevelopment is in the best interests of the Navy and the city 
of San Diego,” he said. 

Even if Navy overcomes an appeal, it still faces 
objections from the California Coastal Commission, which 
revoked its project approval last year, saying downtown has 
seen so many changes since approval was granted in the early 
1990s that a new review is needed. 
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COMMENTARY: 
25. Greater Efforts Needed To Reduce Crimes By U.S. Servicemen 
(ASAHI SHIMBUN 18 OCT 12) ... Editorial 

Two U.S. Navy seamen were arrested in Okinawa on Oct. 
16 for a rape that has incensed residents of the southernmost 
prefecture. 

It is not surprising that Okinawa Governor Hirokazu 
Nakaima expressed outrage at the crime by saying, "This is 
just insane." 

The two suspects were in Okinawa on an official trip from 
the U.S. mainland. They allegedly raped the victim before 
dawn on the morning they were to depart Okinawa for Guam. 
Did they think they would not be caught once they left the 
island? 

In 1995, the rape of a schoolgirl by three U.S. Marines in 
Okinawa provoked widespread fury among local residents. 
The incident led to fresh negotiations between Japan and the 
United States over a realignment of U.S. military bases in 
Japan and the issue of how to handle crimes and accidents 
involving U.S. troops. 

But there has been no end to crimes by American soldiers 
in Okinawa. Sex offenses committed by U.S. servicemen in 
the past decade include the rape and molesting of junior high 
school students and a rape resulting in injuries. In August this 
year, a woman was injured when she was indecently assaulted. 
It seems highly likely there were other victims, but they didn't 
report the crimes to police. 

A growing number of people in Okinawa, citing the 
massive presence of U.S. forces in the prefecture, fear for the 
safety of women and children there. 

Nakaima, the governor, said, "Problems will always arise 
as long as the Status of Forces Agreement (SOFA) remains 
unchanged." 

In the latest case, police found and arrested the two 
suspects while they were off-base. It would have been a 
different story if they had been at a U.S. base. If that had been 
the case, they would not have been handed over to Japanese 
law enforcement authorities swiftly due to SOFA, which is 
designed to protect U.S. military personnel and civilian 
employees of the military when a crime has been committed. 
In some other cases, Japanese authorities were unable to carry 
out proper investigations as the U.S. military claimed, based 
on SOFA, that the suspected servicemen and civilians were on 
duty when the crimes were committed. 

To be fair, some improvements in the actual enforcement 
of SOFA have been made through negotiations held after 
serious crimes involving U.S. servicemen. But Okinawa and 
other prefectures and municipalities where U.S. bases are 
located are convinced that such crimes will never decline 
unless the agreement itself is revised. 

This latest crime by U.S. servicemen in Okinawa 
happened just after a fleet of Osprey, the new type of U.S. 
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transportation aircraft whose safety has been called into 
question, was deployed there. The deployment has triggered 
strong protests. 

There is no doubt about the importance of security 
cooperation between Japan and the United States. Many 
people realize this. But the latest incident could touch off fresh 
outbursts of resentment against the U.S. military presence in 
the prefecture. 

The governments of both countries need to make serious 
efforts to work out effective measures to tackle this problem. 

At the root of the proliferation of crimes by U.S. troops in 
Okinawa is the fact that the island, which occupies only 0.6 
percent of Japan's territory, is home to some 74 percent of the 
entire U.S. military presence in Japan. 

The question that all Japanese people living outside 
Okinawa should ask themselves is how the rest of the nation 
should share the burden that is lopsidedly borne by the island 
prefecture. 
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26. The Geopolitical Implications Of (Another) American Rape Arrest In Japan 
(WASHINGTON POST 17 OCT 12) ... Max Fisher 

Japanese police have arrested two U.S. Sailors in 
Okinawa on charges of raping a local woman, to which one of 
the Americans reportedly later confessed. The incident is sadly 
not the first of its kind on the densely populated Japanese 
island, where a large U.S. military base houses 15,000 to 
20,000 Marines and 10,000 Air Force personnel. The backlash 
is snowballing in Japan, where the Okinawa base has long 
been a source of national political controversy, one with larger 
geopolitical meaning for the United States and Japan. 

The Okinawa governor hinted at the potential 
implications of the alleged rape when he told Japanese media 
that, in response to the incident, he’d complained directly to 
the U.S. military, U.S. Consulate and Japanese prime 
minister’s office. For many Okinawans, past crimes by U.S. 
service members, particularly rapes, have been part of 
something much larger than just the individual crimes. 

Opposition to the U.S. base on Okinawa has been a big 
deal in Japan for years. “Local newspapers in Okinawa, which 
are strongly anti-base, give intense coverage to crimes by 
American military personnel and their families,” the New 
York Times explained. It’s also about the base itself, which is 
in the middle of a dense residential neighborhood and 
surrounded by schools. The recent arrival of new American 
aircraft, the tiltrotor V-22 Osprey, which locals believe is too 
dangerous, provoked “unexpectedly fierce opposition.” And 
maybe it shouldn’t be surprising that this historically 
nationalist society isn’t crazy about an enormous foreign 
military presence on its soil. 

Japanese leaders don’t have particularly attractive options 
for addressing the Okinawa issue. In 2010, Japanese Prime 
Minister Yukio Hatoyama pledged to relocate the U.S. base, 
then backtracked under U.S. pressure. Outraged Okinawans 

staged public protests, demonstrations spread to Tokyo, 
Hatoyama’s approval rating plummeted to 25 percent, and he 
resigned. 

Okinawans and Japanese generally were already unhappy 
about the U.S. base before this week’s arrests, so it’s not likely 
that this one incident will on its own change much. But it’s 
easy to see how this could help nudge Japanese politics in a 
counterproductive direction. 

Nationalist politicians are already on the rise, bringing 
less cooperation and more needless saber-rattling with South 
Korea and particularly China, with which disputed islands 
have become a focal point. It was the nationalist governor of 
Tokyo, Shintaro Ishihara, who provoked China’s violently 
nationalist demonstrations by threatening to buy the disputed 
Senkaku/Diaoyu islands. It’s hard to see how rising 
nationalism in either Japan or China is particularly helpful for 
the region’s ability to remain stable and cooperative. 

If Japanese voters at some point again pressure their 
leaders to push for moving the base, the United States will 
have to decide between refusing, thus risking a hit to its 
relationship with Japan, or acquiescing, which would 
presumably set back whatever strategic purposes the base 
serves (containing China? deterring North Korea? securing 
shipping lanes?). A third option would be for the United States 
to move its troops someplace else, which may inform the 
thinking behind its just-opened base on Australia’s northern 
coast. 

Whatever the larger political outcome of the incident, it’s 
a reminder of the tension surrounding the American base there 
that two 23-year-old American Sailors can set off a minor 
international incident. 
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27. Rethinking Syria Policy 
(WASHINGTON POST 18 OCT 12) ... David Ignatius 

Left on its current course, America’s sensibly cautious 
policy toward Syria is unfortunately going to come to an 
unhappy end: The jihadist wing of the opposition will just get 
stronger and gain more power to shape Syria’s future. 

But what’s the right alternative? How can the United 
States help the Syrian opposition while avoiding another 
costly military intervention in the Muslim world? 

I’ve been puzzling over this dilemma since traveling into 
Syria two weeks ago with the Free Syrian Army. “Be careful” 
still seems like the right watchword for U.S. policy in an 
unstable, revolutionary situation where order could collapse 

like a Levantine version of “pick-up sticks.” But caution 
doesn’t mean inaction, and some modest changes in U.S. 
policy could make a big difference in outcome. 

The bedrock of U.S. interests in Syria is preventing any 
use or spread of its chemical weapons. President Bashar al-
Assad is said to have relocated some of the weapons, and it 
won’t be easy monitoring them — or keeping them out of the 
hands of al-Qaeda terrorists, who would love to grab some 
free weapons of mass destruction if Assad should fall. 

To deal with this problem, the United States needs better 
intelligence on the ground. And that’s where the hard calculus 
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of U.S. interests meshes with the quixotic challenge of helping 
the Syrian rebels. Right now, the United States reportedly has 
a limited program to supply nonlethal assistance. This 
program should be tweaked so the rebels get more help 
building a stronger chain of command. 

If the United States helped coordinate funding, the Free 
Syrian Army would have several advantages: A better-
organized opposition might defeat the regime, it would be 
better able to govern a post-Assad Syria and it could help the 
United States control Syria’s chemical weapons. That’s a 
trifecta — three good things in one. 

The Obama administration took a small step in this 
direction last summer by authorizing the Syrian Support 
Group to help the rebels. Leaders of the group fanned out 
inside Syria, looking for army defectors who could establish 
new military councils to coordinate the flow of weapons and 
money. When I was inside the country, I met the councils’ 
commanders for Aleppo, Hama and Idlib, who seemed like 
solid military leaders. They just didn’t have enough guns or 
money to distribute. 

Closer links with the rebels have helped fill the 
intelligence gap. For example, a Free Syrian Army 
representative sent a report to the State Department in late 
September that warned: “What we were worried about a few 
months ago is in the process of happening right now; 
extremists are more visible ... This is due to lack of support to 
moderate groups.” 

The funding situation has improved slightly this month. 
About two weeks ago, Saudi Arabia and Qatar are said to have 
created a small “Gulf Fund,” to be disbursed by the military 
councils. The commanders will be paid $150 for each named 
fighter (including the serial number of his weapon). Col. 

Abdul-Jabbar Akidi in Aleppo is receiving about $2.5 million 
under this program; Col. Afif Suleiman in Idlib is getting 
about $4.5 million. The United States should consider adding 
money for nonlethal assistance, including training, 
communications and intelligence. 

Syrian jihadist battalions continue to raise their own 
money directly from wealthy Saudis, Kuwaitis and Qataris. 
The report to the State Department explains how this works. 
“The battalion rep or commander travels to Turkey, where he 
meets Gulf individuals or Syrians who live in the Gulf. The 
battalion presents ‘projects’ that need sponsorship, for 
example: targeting a checkpoint costs $20-30K, while 
targeting an airport cost $200-300K ... a video taping … is 
required to provide evidence of the operation.” 

How can the United States break this downward cycle? 
The right next step is to gather into one pot all the official 
contributions, lethal and nonlethal, from the United States and 
its Arab and European allies. Then let the Free Syrian Army 
commanders distribute the money and weapons to fighters, in 
ways that will build discipline. 

The Free Syrian Army has a long shopping list. It claims 
“minimum” needs of 1,000 rocket-propelled grenades to 
attack tanks, 500 SAM-7 surface-to-air missiles to destroy 
Syrian helicopters and jets, 750 machine guns, 50,000 gas 
masks, 250 vehicles… 

Commanders claimed they are forming special units that 
would operate the anti-aircraft missiles, perhaps under 
supervision by contractors from the Gulf countries. 

You don’t have to sign off on this whole war chest to 
agree that it’s time for the United States to experiment with 
strategies that could produce something other than the bad 
outcome that’s now ahead. 
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28. The Fiscal Slide 
Five reasons the Pentagon will avoid the pain of sequestration. 
(FOREIGN POLICY 17 OCT 12) ... Gordon Adams 

We are in the middle of a political and rhetorical 
donnybrook about the threat that falling off the fiscal cliff 
poses for our national security (to say nothing of what it would 
do to domestic discretionary spending). There will be some 
attention to this "crisis" in the last two presidential debates. 

It is a crisis carefully engineered by the Budget Control 
Act, passed in August 2011: If the Super Committee failed, 
which it did, automatic cuts, which legislative language 
dubbed a "sequester," would be imposed January 2, 2012. 

In September of this year, the Office of Management and 
Budget solemnly certified that these cuts would take 8.2 
percent of FY2013 appropriated funds away from every 
"program, project, and activity" (PPA) in domestic 
discretionary spending and a whopping 9.4 percent from the 
"non-exempt" parts of the defense budget. 

But does this mean the end of our national security (and 
domestic well-being), as the political debate suggests? A little 
careful noodling about the impact of a sequester on the 
Defense Department suggests it might not be the end of the 
world. In fact, it might be exactly the fiscal discipline DOD 
needs. 

Let me get technical for a moment, so we can actually see 
what might go on. First, the law made it clear that the 
administration could exempt funding for troops and their 

benefits (including retiree benefits) from the fiscal cliff. The 
administration has done that, so the troops will be okay. (Their 
number is coming down anyway as a result of the end of the 
wars in Iraq and Afghanistan.) 

Then, there is the matter of procurement and what some 
see as the almost cataclysmic level of devastation that such 
harsh cuts would impose on the defense industry. Except they 
won't. It turns out the industry is pretty healthy, it has been for 
a decade, and it is working on contracts that have been funded 
in prior budget years, which are exempt from sequestration. 

As the director of defense procurement put it: "The vast 
majority of our contracts are fully funded, so there's no need to 
terminate existing contracts unless the product is no longer 
needed." Lockheed treasurer Ken Possenriede agreed that 
sequestration was not a near-term problem: "If sequestration 
happens, just based on our normal business rhythm, we're 
comfortable from a cash-on-hand standpoint that we'll endure 
that." 

How about military operations, including the war? Well, 
the war budget, which has never really been separate from the 
non-war budget -- that's a political fiction the executive branch 
and Congress set up, but the funds are, in reality, mixed -- is 
included in a sequester, which might sound terrible for the 
troops in Afghanistan. 
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But, the reality is that the funds for DOD operations (war 
and much else) are very "fungible," as we budget wonks like 
to put it, meaning the funds can be moved around among 
programs pretty flexibly -- from training to education to base 
operations to the costs of operating troops in the field. And 
OMB and the Pentagon agree that "PPAs," in operations land, 
means "accounts." And accounts are things like Army 
Operations and Maintenance, which can cover all of the above 
activities. So, the service managers would have 9.4 percent 
fewer funds than the Congress gave them, but significant 
flexibility to move them around, setting priorities and making 
choices. Let's say they have a scalpel to work with, not a 
bludgeon. 

So what about research -- the investments in the future of 
defense technology? Well, here, too, there would be 9.4 
percent fewer dollars than appropriated. But R&D is what they 
call a "level of effort" area of funding -- you buy as much 
R&D as the money allows, but you don't have to cut items out 
of a production contract. And the Pentagon would have some 
flexibility as well, since most R&D "program elements" cover 
a variety of R&D projects, so fewer resources means setting 
priorities and making choices. 

Beyond these technical flexibilities, DOD, like other 
departments, would also have recourse to reprogramming 
funds and using its general transfer authority. The flexibility 

here is pretty great; over the past decades some reprogram and 
transfer totals have been in the tens of billions of dollars. What 
it takes is making the same tough choices, many of them 
internal. A few, the transfers, would have to be communicated 
to Congress, where the senior leadership of the key 
authorizing and appropriating committees (who don't want to 
devastate defense) would be likely to agree, especially as they 
were the most anxious to protect defense. 

And OMB could alleviate the short-term urgency by 
agreeing to hold off on taking the cuts until later in the year, 
by approving overall funding ("apportionment") at a higher 
level early in the year, and delaying the cuts until later, when 
planning in DOD was complete. 

It is not a pretty picture; no management expert would say 
this is the way to do defense (or any other) budgeting. But it is 
not doomsday. In fact, it might be discipline -- exactly the 
kind of budgetary discipline the Pentagon has not had for the 
past decade. Good management, priority-setting, and greater 
efficiency might be the result. 

And since the sequester would be a one-off, setting a 
lower baseline for future defense growth, our national security 
might just be as safe as it ever was. 

Gordon Adams is professor of international relations at 
the School of International Service at American University 
and Distinguished Fellow at the Stimson Center. 
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On This Day In The Navy: 
1941: U.S. Navy ships escort eastbound British trans-Atlantic convoy for first time (Convoy HX-150). Although the U.S. Navy 
ships joined HX-150, which left port escorted by British ships on 16th, on night of 17 September, the official escort duty began on 
18th. 
 

TOP STORIES: 
1. U.S., Allies In Gulf Naval Exercise As Israel, Iran Face Off 
(REUTERS 17 SEP 12) ... Sami Aboudi and Daniel Fineren 

DUBAI -- The United States and its allies have launched a major naval exercise in the Gulf that they say shows a global will to 
keep oil shipping lanes open as Israel and Iran trade threats of war. 

 
2. U.S. Accord With Japan Over Missile Defense Draws Criticism In China 
(NEW YORK TIMES 18 SEP 12) ... Thom Shanker and Ian Johnson 

BEIJING — Tensions between China and the United States and its Asian allies escalated on Monday as several well-connected 
Chinese experts immediately criticized an announcement earlier in the day that the United States and Japan had reached a major 
agreement to deploy a second advanced missile-defense radar on Japanese territory. 

 
3. Radar Sent To Japan Can Track Anti-Ship Missiles 
Deterring N. Korea is stated goal, but China likely wary 
(WASHINGTON TIMES 17 SEP 12) ... Shaun Waterman 

China is likely to express concerns about the U.S. deployment in Japan of a radar system that can track Chinese anti-ship missiles 
that are the linchpin of plans to keep the U.S. Navy away from its territorial waters. 

 

ASIA – PACIFIC: 
4. Panetta Urges China To Increase Military Contacts To Avoid Missteps 
(REUTERS 18 SEP 12) ... David Alexander 

BEIJING -- U.S. Defense Secretary Leon Panetta urged China on Tuesday to allow closer military contacts to reduce the risk of 
confrontation, as the two powers grapple with a volatile territorial dispute between Beijing and Tokyo. 

 
5. Panetta Calls For Calm In China-Japan Dispute 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 17 SEP 12) ... Julian E. Barnes and Brian Spegele 

U.S. Defense Secretary Leon Panetta called for calm amid an escalating dispute between China and Japan over a group of 
uninhabited islands on Monday, even as Chinese officials moved to contain anti-Japanese protests in dozens of Chinese cities 
following weekend violence. 

 
6. Japan Deal Casts A Shadow On Xi's Talks With Panetta 
Leader-in-waiting faces tough session with the U.S. defence secretary in Beijing after Washington agrees to 
expand Tokyo's missile defences 
(SOUTH CHINA MORNING POST (HONG KONG) 18 SEP 12) ... Greg Torode, Minnie Chan and Teddy Ng 

Vice-President Xi Jinping will meet U.S. Defence Secretary Leon Panetta in Beijing tomorrow – a session announced just hours 
after the Pentagon chief risked angering China with a new deal to expand Japan's missile defences. 

 
7. S. Korea To Hold Multinational Maritime Drill Against Spread Of WMD 
(YONHAP NEWS AGENCY (S.KOREA) 18 SEP 12) ... Kim Eun-jung 

SEOUL -- South Korea will host a multinational maritime drill aimed at intercepting weapons of mass destruction in its southern 
waters next week, the defense ministry said Tuesday. 
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8. No Plan To Set Up Base In The Bay Says U.S. 7th Fleet Commander 
(NEW AGE (BANGLADESH) 17 SEP 12) 

The U.S. 7th Fleet commander, Vice Admiral Scott H. Swift on Sunday brushed aside the possibility of setting up a permanent or 
temporary base in the Bay of Bengal saying the U.S. was more interested in enabling the capacity of the Bangladesh army and navy to 
protect its territory. 

 
9. India's Russian Carrier On Rocks Again After Sea Trial Snags 
(RIA NOVOSTI 17 SEP 12) 

MOSCOW -- Malfunctions during sea trials of the Indian Navy aircraft carrier Vikramaditya, refitted by a Russian shipyard, will 
delay the vessel’s handover to India yet again, Kommersant business daily reported on Monday. 

 

MIDEAST: 
10. Tumult In Egypt Stalls Talks On U.S. Aid 
Delay is expected to be temporary, officials said 
(WASHINGTON POST 18 SEP 12) ... Anne Gearan and Michael Birnbaum 

Anti-American protests that started in Cairo and spread across the Muslim world have stalled negotiations to provide crucial U.S. 
economic assistance to Egypt, U.S. officials said Monday. 

 
11. Libyans Struggle To Rein In Militants 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 18 SEP 12) ... Margaret Coker 

BENGHAZI, Libya—The investigation into last week's killing of four American diplomats in eastern Libya is raising pressure on 
a shaky new Libyan government to quash pockets of violent Islamists emerging after the country's revolution and now threatening its 
struggle for stability. 

 
12. Civilian Attacks Rise In Syria, U.N. Says 
(NEW YORK TIMES 18 SEP 12) ... Hwaida Saad and Nick Cumming-Bruce 

BEIRUT, Lebanon — With the Syrian conflict spilling into the Lebanese border area on Monday, United Nations investigators 
said civilians were bearing the brunt of indiscriminate air and ground assaults in the fighting over the future of President Bashar al-
Assad. 

 
13. Peleliu Troops Sail Amid Mideast Tensions 
Marines and Sailors depart SD on seven-month tour 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 17 SEP 12) ... Gretel C. Kovach 

As tensions flared in the Middle East, Sailors and Marines aboard the Peleliu Amphibious Ready Group sailed out of San Diego 
Bay Monday morning for a previously scheduled deployment to the Western Pacific and Arabian Sea. 

 
14. Iranian Official Says Blasts Targeted Nuclear Sites 
(NEW YORK TIMES 18 SEP 12) ... David E. Sanger and Rick Gladstone 

WASHINGTON — Iran’s most senior atomic energy official revealed on Monday that separate explosions, which he attributed to 
sabotage, had targeted power supplies to the country’s two main uranium enrichment facilities, including the deep underground site 
that American and Israeli officials say is the most invulnerable to bombing. 

 

MINE EXERCISE: 
15. Massive Anti-Mine Naval Exercise Underway In Gulf 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 17 SEP 12) ... Lara Sukhtian 

DUBAI — Naval forces from more than 30 countries were on Monday engaged in a massive minesweeping exercise in the Gulf, 
U.S. officials said, amid Iranian threats to block the strategic Strait of Hormuz. 

 

AFGHANISTAN: 
16. Panetta: U.S. Concerned About Afghan Insider Attacks 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 18 SEP 12) ... Lolita C. Baldor 

BEIJING — U.S. Defense Secretary Leon Panetta said Tuesday the U.S. is concerned about the impact insider attacks are having 
on its forces in Afghanistan. 

 
17. Afghanistan Setbacks Arise As Troop Surge Ends 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 17 SEP 12) ... Robert Burns 
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WASHINGTON — The end game in Afghanistan is off to a shaky start. 
 

18. Police Contain Afghan Rage Over Film, As Protests Spread Elsewhere 
(NEW YORK TIMES 18 SEP 12) ... Matthew Rosenberg and Sangar Rahimi 

KABUL, Afghanistan — Facing Afghanistan’s first significant outbreak of violence over an anti-Islam film that has inflamed 
mobs elsewhere, the police moved swiftly on Monday to contain rampaging groups of young men who were burning tires and 
throwing stones along a thoroughfare leading east out of Kabul, keeping the protesters from advancing toward the city and dispersing 
them within hours. 

 

PERSONNEL: 
19. Navy Names Adm. Stockdale Award Winners 
(NAVY TIMES 17 SEP 12) ... Sam Fellman 

The Navy awarded its top leadership prize to the former commanding officer of a destroyer and the CO of an attack submarine, 
the chief of naval personnel announced Monday. 

 
20. Study: Military Drinking 'Culture' Now A 'Crisis' 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 17 SEP 12) ... Pauline Jelinek 

WASHINGTON— Abusing alcohol and drugs has been part of military culture historically: troops do it for fun, to ease the 
stresses of war or to be part of the brotherhood. 

 

AVIATION / DRONES: 
21. Pentagon Tells Lockheed To Shape Up On F-35 Fighter 
(REUTERS 17 SEP 12) ... Andrea Shalal-Esa 

WASHINGTON -- Pentagon officials slammed Lockheed Martin Corp's performance on the $396 billion F-35 fighter jet program 
and said they would not bail out the program again if problems with the plane's cutting-edge pilot helmet and software were not 
resolved. 

 
22. Carrier UAV’s Longer Wave-Off Window Could Pose Risk 
(NAVY TIMES 24 SEP 12) ... Joshua Stewart 

Waving off an incoming, unmanned X-47B from a carrier landing takes two seconds longer than it does to wave off a manned 
aircraft — and that has some aviators concerned it could lead to danger on the flight deck. 

 
23. DARPA Funds Drones To Hunt Quiet Diesel Subs 
(DEFENSE NEWS 17 SEP 12) ... Sam Fellman 

The U.S. Navy has moved one step closer to designing the next generation of submarine chasers: roving drone ships capable of 
scanning the seas for the quietest diesel subs. 

 

SURFACE FLEET: 
24. New U.S. Amphib Anchorage Delivered 
(DEFENSE NEWS 17 SEP 12) ... Christopher P. Cavas 

The new amphibious transport dock ship Anchorage was accepted by the Navy Sept. 17 after a brief, two-day underway period to 
check fixes and corrections that delayed completion by almost two months. 

 
25. USS Fort Worth Arrives In Galveston - Western-Style 
(FORT WORTH STAR-TELEGRAM 17 SEP 12) ... Scott Nishimura 

The crew of what officially will become the USS Fort Worth at its commissioning Saturday is, in the spirit of the city, donning 
Western-style hardhats as the newest of the Navy's next-generation coastal water combat ships arrived Monday in Galveston. 

 

CONGRESS / BUDGET: 
26. DOD: Upcoming Budget Plan Won't Take Sequestration Into Account 
(THE HILL 17 SEP 12) ... Carlo Muñoz 

As the Defense Department pieces together its budget blueprint for the upcoming fiscal year, Pentagon number crunchers will not 
factor the potential sequestration fallout into their analysis. 

 
27. Sequestration Could Hurt Cyber Defense Programs 
(NEXTGOV 17 SEP 12) ... Aliya Sternstein 
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Impending cuts of about $900 million from Homeland Security Department infrastructure and network protection funds and other 
federal cybersecurity accounts could knock out support for private sector cyber defense programs, some budget analysts say. 

 

BUSINESS: 
28. Northrop To Shed Nearly 600 Jobs 
 (LOS ANGELES TIMES 18 SEP 12) ... W.J. Hennigan 

In another wallop to Southern California's aerospace industry, defense giant Northrop Grumman Corp. said it is preparing to trim 
its payroll by nearly 600 workers. 

 

OUTREACH: 
29. Navy Week Brings Gratitude And Humility 
(BUFFALO NEWS 17 SEP 12) ... Patrick Lakamp 

Navy Week brought out the gratitude in Oliver Perry Hazard. 
 

COMMENTARY: 
30. On Iran, Lessons From Iraq? 
(WASHINGTON POST 18 SEP 12) ... Walter Pincus 

There are lessons for handling Iran’s nuclear program in the declassified CIA self-analysis of its misreading of the late Iraqi 
president Saddam Hussein’s reaction to U.N. inspections of his weapons of mass destruction program. 

 
31. Small-Stick Diplomacy In The East China Sea 
(THE DIPLOMAT 17 SEP 12) ... James R. Holmes 

China is evidently trying to replicate its “small-stick diplomacy” in the East China Sea. Seldom submerged by far, the 
Senkakus/Diaoyus imbroglio resurfaced with a vengeance last Friday when six ships from China’s State Oceanic Administration 
cruised near the disputed islets. 

 
32. Arms Sales And American Interests 
(DEFENSE NEWS 17 SEP 12) ... Jonathan Caverley and Ethan B. Kapstein 

With the U.S. economy in the doldrums and pessimism over American international influence at its peak, the occasional bits of 
good news naturally grab the headlines. A case in point is a recent Congressional Research Service report on the global arms trade. 
The report states that the U.S. captured an astonishing $66.3 billion in weapon purchase agreements last year, nearly 80 percent of the 
market. 
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TOP STORIES: 
1. U.S., Allies In Gulf Naval Exercise As Israel, Iran Face Off 
(REUTERS 17 SEP 12) ... Sami Aboudi and Daniel Fineren 

DUBAI -- The United States and its allies have launched 
a major naval exercise in the Gulf that they say shows a global 
will to keep oil shipping lanes open as Israel and Iran trade 
threats of war. 

Publicly announced in July, the operation, known as 
IMCMEX-12, focuses on clearing mines that Tehran, or 
guerrilla groups, might deploy to disrupt tanker traffic, notably 
in the Strait of Hormuz, between Iran and the Arabian 
peninsula. 

The start of the event, with a symposium for officers from 
more than 30 navies, came as Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu told U.S. television viewers on Sunday that Tehran 
was close to being able to build a nuclear bomb; his words 
fuelled talk of an Israeli strike, and of Netanyahu pressuring 
President Barack Obama to back Israel as Obama battles for 
re-election. 

Military officials, diplomats and analysts - as well as Iran 
itself - all sought to play down the significance of the timing 
and to stress the defensive and hypothetical aspects of the 
exercise, which moves on to the water from Thursday with 
ships from a much smaller number of nations taking part in 
maneuvers. 

However, it was a clearly deliberate demonstration of the 
determination on the part of a broad coalition of states to 
counter any attempt Iran might make to disrupt Gulf shipping 
in response to an Israeli or U.S. strike on its nuclear facilities - 
a form of retaliation Iran has repeatedly threatened. 

"This exercise is about mines and the international effort 
to clear them," Vice Admiral John Miller, commander of the 
U.S. Naval Forces Central Command, told officers assembled 
for the symposium at his fleet headquarters in Bahrain on 
Monday. 

"Represented here are the best of our individual countries' 
efforts dedicated to securing the global maritime commons." 

As well as Britain and France, the main European naval 
powers, a number of Middle Eastern states are taking part, 
along with countries from as far apart as Estonia and New 
Zealand. 

"The demining efforts are clearly in preparation for a 
showdown with Iran," said Hayat Alvi of the U.S. Naval War 
College, "Presumably in the context of either an Israeli strike 
targeting Iran's nuclear facilities, or some provocation that 
leads to an Iranian response in the Persian Gulf region." 

U.S. forces in the Gulf include two aircraft carriers on 
permanent station, though these will not take part in the latest 
exercise - one of dozens held by the fleet every year. For its 
part, Iran has said it will hold a major air defense exercise next 
month, showing its ability to protect nuclear sites. 

Western powers are also involved in planning a major 
naval exercise to be held in the eastern Mediterranean next 
month. 

U.S.-Israel Ties 
Netanyahu's comments on U.S. television on the potential 

progress Iran might make over the next few months in 
enriching uranium towards the point where it would be 
useable in a weapon were short on detail but stressed the 
notion that Tehran was on the brink of a major breakthrough 
which Israel would not accept. 

Obama, who has faced criticism from Republican 
challenger Mitt Romney of being too soft on Iran and too hard 
on Israel, has stressed a desire to give international economic 
sanctions and diplomacy time to persuade Tehran to change 
tack on a nuclear strategy it says is intended only for civilian 
purposes. 

Catherine Ashton, the European Union foreign policy 
chief who is leading international efforts to persuade Iran to 
accept checks and limits on its nuclear work, will meet the 
chief Iranian negotiator Saeed Jalili in Istanbul on Tuesday, 
officials announced on Monday. The encounter follows a 
renewed round of discussions begun in May after over year of 
stalemate. 

With strains showing between Israel and Washington, 
German Chancellor Angela Merkel, a powerful ally to both, 
said on Monday that she believed a peaceful outcome was still 
possible, despite skepticism from Netanyahu that diplomacy 
will work. 

"Iran is not just a threat to Israel but for the whole world," 
Merkel told a news conference, in remarks that echo an 
element of Israel's arguments. "I want a political solution and 
think we should act together internationally, and I believe that 
the room for a political solution has not been exhausted." 

The heat of the dispute was in evidence in Vienna, where 
the U.N. nuclear supervisor, the IAEA, held its annual 
meeting. An Iranian representative drew a link between an 
explosion which cut power to a uranium enrichment plant last 
month and a visit by U.N. inspectors. Suggesting "terrorists 
and saboteurs" may have infiltrated the agency, his comments 
recalled speculation that Western or Israeli agents have 
already made covert attacks. 

Oil prices were little changed on Monday, though 
tensions have spooked markets before. Iranian threats to block 
the waterway through which about 17 million barrels a day 
sailed in 2011 have grown as U.S. and European sanctions 
aimed at starving Tehran of funds for its nuclear program have 
tightened. 

But Iranian military officials sounded a relaxed note, 
reassuring their own public: "This exercise is a defensive 
exercise and we don't perceive any threats from it," said 
Mohammad Ali Jafari, commander of the Islamic 
Revolutionary Guard Corps. "We are not conducting exercises 
in response." 

Anthony Skinner of the Maplecroft consultancy said the 
exercise would, however, remind Iran of Washington's ability 
to blunt its offensive capabilities: "Iran would likely mine the 
Strait of Hormuz and possibly deploy suicide bombing skiffs 
in the event of air strikes against its nuclear facilities. 

"Washington wants to show that it's prepared for such an 
eventuality," Skinner said. "I see this exercise as part of 
broader initiative to sustain the pressure on Iran. Giving 
sanctions the time to work is clearly the preferred option for 
the Obama administration, at least in the medium term." 

Meir Javedanfar, an Iranian expert in Israel, suggested 
that publicity for the exercise was primarily aimed at 
American voters and the Israeli leadership: "This military 
exercise is Obama's way of showing U.S. voters, especially 
Israel's supporters in the U.S., and Netanyahu that when it 
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comes to Iran, he is not only relying on talks," he said. "To 
show that when he said 'I have Israel's back' in March ... he 
meant it." 

In a statement, the U.S. navy recalled what it described as 
terrorist attacks in 2002 on the French tanker Limburg off 
Yemen and in 2010 on the Japanese M. Star in the Strait of 
Hormuz, as examples of the "hypothetical threat" to shipping 
in the area of the exercise, which would take place at sea in 

three areas, two in the Gulf and one at the mouth of the Red 
Sea. 

Western navies have also been practicing in recent years 
how to respond to small, fast boats, possibly crewed by 
suicidal assailants, which could target larger ships in the way 
the U.S. destroyer Cole was damaged in a Yemeni port 12 
years ago. 

Return to Index 
 

2. U.S. Accord With Japan Over Missile Defense Draws Criticism In China 
(NEW YORK TIMES 18 SEP 12) ... Thom Shanker and Ian Johnson 

BEIJING — Tensions between China and the United 
States and its Asian allies escalated on Monday as several 
well-connected Chinese experts immediately criticized an 
announcement earlier in the day that the United States and 
Japan had reached a major agreement to deploy a second 
advanced missile-defense radar on Japanese territory. 

The new conflict, coming as China and Japan have been 
sparring over claims to disputed islands in the sea between 
them, emerged as Defense Secretary Leon E. Panetta arrived 
in Beijing from Tokyo to meet this week with China’s 
leadership, including Xi Jinping, who is expected to become 
the nation’s next president. 

The scheduling of Mr. Panetta’s meeting with Mr. Xi was 
made public only as the defense secretary flew to Beijing. It 
suggests that Mr. Xi, currently serving as China’s vice 
president, has made a recovery from whatever ailment — 
physical or political — had kept him from making public 
appearances for two weeks. The absence prompted widespread 
speculation about whether Mr. Xi would ascend to the top 
post, as long planned. 

Even as the latest controversy erupted, the Chinese 
government began to reassert control over chaotic anti-
Japanese riots that spread over the weekend to dozens of 
cities. But the anniversary of a 1931 incursion by Japanese 
troops, generally considered the opening shot in Japan’s 
occupation of major parts of China from 1931 to 1945, 
revitalized the protesters angered by a territorial dispute 
involving islands claimed by Japan and China. 

The Chinese government warned Japanese businesses to 
close on Tuesday, the day of the anniversary, and a number of 
Japanese companies, including Honda, Nissan, Canon, 
Panasonic and others, said they would shut their operations in 
China not just on Tuesday but for at least another day as well, 
with some saying they expected to remain closed through the 
end of the week. In recent days Japanese businesses have been 
attacked, burned and looted by protesters, companies say. 

The Japanese government’s response so far has been 
muted, with officials calling on the Chinese government to 
protect Japanese citizens and property. 

Economically, the impact was hard to assess, but many 
Japanese businesses in Beijing were closed on Tuesday. The 
popular clothing chain Uniqlo covered its name entirely with 
red paper; over the weekend it had tried to protect itself by 
putting a sign in its windows saying it supported China’s 
territorial claims. 

On Tuesday morning, the crowds at protests in front of 
the Japanese Embassy in Beijing swelled into the hundreds 
after ebbing Monday. But they were carefully controlled by 
the police, who blocked off streets around the embassy. 

Many Chinese people said they did not support the attacks 
on Japanese businesses. China’s most influential blogger, Han 
Han, posted an essay on Monday urging Chinese not to 
boycott Japanese cars. He said the protests served those in 
power, who could use the violence to reinforce their claims 
that stability is paramount. 

Some Chinese pleaded online with foreigners to be more 
nuanced in their views of China. “Don’t say ‘residents of 
Beijing,’ ” one wrote, referring to the size of the protests in a 
city with nearly 20 million inhabitants. “Write ‘some 
numbskulls in Beijing’ did this or that.” 

But Mr. Panetta’s visit raised tensions on another front. 
During a stopover in Tokyo before flying to China, he praised 
the antimissile radar system as essential to enhancing the 
American-Japanese alliance and improving its ability to 
defend Japan from surprise attack by North Korea, while 
stressing that it was not aimed at China. 

“The purpose of this is to enhance our ability to defend 
Japan,” Mr. Panetta said at a news conference in Tokyo. “It’s 
also designed to help forward-deployed U.S. forces, and it also 
will be effective in protecting the U.S. homeland from the 
North Korean ballistic missile threat.” 

But several leading Chinese reacted strongly, saying the 
system was also aimed at China, where officials fear that their 
relatively small nuclear deterrent could be greatly diminished 
by even a modest missile defense program. Two senior figures 
in Chinese international relations said the American missile 
shield was also emboldening Japan to resist China’s territorial 
claims on the Diaoyu Islands, known as the Senkaku Islands in 
Japan. 

“The joint missile defense system objectively encourages 
Japan to keep an aggressive position in the Diaoyu Islands 
dispute, which sends China a very negative message,” said Shi 
Yinhong, a professor of international studies at Renmin 
University in Beijing. “Japan would not have been so 
aggressive without the support and actions of the U.S.” 

Although he has been in Asia for only two days, Mr. 
Panetta has been asked repeatedly about the sovereignty 
dispute — and each time he responded that the United States 
was not taking sides in any of the region’s territorial 
disagreements. Washington, he said, was advocating a 
diplomatic process to resolve the tensions peacefully, echoing 
points made by Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton on 
a visit to Asia this month. 

Mr. Panetta’s weeklong mission to Asia is intended to 
prove to allies and partners that the United States is refocusing 
its national security attention and resources on the region. At 
the same time, though, he has to try to convince the leadership 
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in Beijing that the “rebalancing” does not have as a shadow 
agenda the containment of China. 

Japan is already the site of one American X-band radar, 
officially known as the AN/TPY-2, which is a central element 
in a complex technical architecture for identifying ballistic 
missiles and coordinating a defense by interceptors. That first 
radar is at Shariki; the location for the second has not been 
decided. 

The Japanese government has so far offered only a muted 
reaction to the Chinese protests, which were the top news over 
the weekend in Japan. Officials have issued appeals for 
restraint and called on the Chinese government to ensure the 
safety of Japanese individuals and businesses. 

“We need to take a coolheaded approach to avoid 
negative impacts on overall relations,” Prime Minister 
Yoshihiko Noda of Japan told the broadcaster NHK. “Japan 
will do so, too, but we need to strongly call on China to show 
restraint.” 

Officials in the Noda government have said that they are 
considering increasing the number of coast guard ships 
patrolling the disputed islands, after unconfirmed reports on 
Chinese Web sites that as many as 1,000 Chinese fishing 
vessels may stage a mass protest by sailing into waters around 
the islands. On Monday, the coast guard said it had so far not 
seen any increase in the normal fishing activity around the 
islands. 

The array of issues — the radar, the island dispute and the 
American shift to Asia — should come into clearer focus on 
Wednesday, when Mr. Panetta is scheduled to meet with Mr. 
Xi, who serves on China’s Central Military Commission. 

The meeting with Mr. Panetta, however, could prove 
tricky for Mr. Xi, 59, who is due to take over from Hu Jintao 
as Communist Party leader at a congress in the coming weeks. 
Mr. Xi, who is widely seen as more pro-American than the 
current leaders, has visited the United States several times, 

including a stay with a farming family in Iowa and an official 
visit to the Pentagon. 

The recent protests here against Japan over the island 
dispute have been interpreted by some observers in Beijing as 
a challenge to Mr. Xi and an effort to allow Mr. Hu to stay in 
control of the military longer than he might have. 

Mr. Hu’s predecessor, Jiang Zemin, stayed on as 
chairman of the Central Military Commission for an extra two 
years when he stepped down as leader of the party and the 
government a decade ago. One reason given was China’s 
unsettled external circumstances, which some hard-liners may 
be using now in a bid to prevent Mr. Xi from taking fuller 
control of the military. 

“This could force Xi to take a strong line with Panetta,” 
said a Chinese academic who asked not to be identified 
because of the issue’s sensitivity. “He will have to say very 
forcefully that what the U.S. is doing is wrong.” 

Although the United States has said it is neutral in the 
dispute over the islands, its actions show it is taking sides, said 
Tao Wenzhao, deputy director of United States studies at the 
Chinese Academy of Social Sciences. 

“This move shows that the U.S. has picked a side between 
China and Japan in the Diaoyu dispute,” Mr. Tao said. “It is 
highly inappropriate and counter-constructive for the U.S. to 
make such a move at this highly sensitive time.” 

As if to underscore its displeasure, China held a large 
naval exercise over the weekend, with 40 missiles launched. 

In addition, China unveiled another stealth fighter, just as 
it disclosed another model two years ago, when Mr. Panetta’s 
predecessor, Robert M. Gates, visited Beijing. The new model 
is made by a different company, and it indicates that China is 
pushing ahead with the project, although it is not certain if the 
planes will ever be produced and deployed in large numbers. 

Martin Fackler and Makiko Inoue contributed reporting 
from Tokyo. Mia Li contributed research. 
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3. Radar Sent To Japan Can Track Anti-Ship Missiles 
Deterring N. Korea is stated goal, but China likely wary 
(WASHINGTON TIMES 17 SEP 12) ... Shaun Waterman 

China is likely to express concerns about the U.S. 
deployment in Japan of a radar system that can track Chinese 
anti-ship missiles that are the linchpin of plans to keep the 
U.S. Navy away from its territorial waters. 

Defense Secretary Leon E. Panetta has insisted that the 
radar system will be deployed to guard against the missile 
threat posed by the rogue regime in North Korea, which has 
hundreds of ballistic missiles and a rudimentary nuclear 
weapons program. 

Though there was no immediate reaction from China on 
Monday, Russia's Foreign Ministry expressed concern about 
the deployment, which was announced in Tokyo by Japanese 
Defense Minister Satoshi Morimoto and Mr. Panetta. The 
defense secretary is on a 10-day trip to the Asia-Pacific region 
that also will take him to China and New Zealand. 

Russian state media and Chinese commentators have 
linked the missile defense issue with the ongoing friction 
between Japan and China over a disputed island chain, which 
has prompted anti-Japanese riots across China. 

But James L. Schoff, a former senior adviser on East Asia 
to Mr. Panetta, said the message China should be getting about 

the deployment is: “This is the cost of not reining-in North 
Korea.” 

The U.S.-Japan decision to deploy the radar flows from 
North Korea’s launch of a ballistic missile in April and the 
fact that the international community has failed to stop 
Pyongyang’s missile program, said Mr. Schoff, who left the 
Pentagon over the summer and is now a scholar at the 
Carnegie Endowment for International Peace. 

He noted that the U.S. in April had to sail a sea-borne 
radar from Hawaii to help monitor the North Korean launch, 
track the missile and if necessary provide Aegis missile 
cruisers with the coordinates to shoot it down. 

“The reason [the new radar] is being deployed is because 
the Japanese are increasingly alarmed about North Korea’s 
missile capability,” said Timothy Brown, a senior fellow at the 
think tank GlobalSecurity.org. 

Both analysts noted that U.S. officials have publicly gone 
out of their way to assure the Chinese that the new radar 
deployment is not directed against them. 

“U.S. policy is not to develop missile defense systems 
that would negate China or Russia’s strategic deterrent,” said 
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Mr. Schoff, noting that “geography and physics” make the 
southern Japanese location touted for the new radar optimal 
for defending against North Korean launches, but much less 
useful for defending against China-based launches. 

However, Mr. Brown said the real Chinese concern is not 
for the effectiveness of their strategic arsenal of 
intercontinental ballistic missiles, but that the radar also could 
be used against their anti-ship ballistic missiles. These “carrier 

killers” are, for the Chinese military, the key to their plan to 
prevent U.S. naval power from deploying near its waters. 

The origins of this strategy, Mr. Brown said, lie in the 
humiliation China’s military felt during the 1995 Taiwan 
crisis, when a U.S. aircraft carrier battle group deployed in the 
Taiwan Strait forced Beijing to back down in its dispute with 
the U.S.-backed breakaway province. 

The Chinese anti-ship ballistic missiles are “designed to 
prevent that ever happening again,” Mr. Brown said. 
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ASIA – PACIFIC: 
4. Panetta Urges China To Increase Military Contacts To Avoid Missteps 
(REUTERS 18 SEP 12) ... David Alexander 

BEIJING -- U.S. Defense Secretary Leon Panetta urged 
China on Tuesday to allow closer military contacts to reduce 
the risk of confrontation, as the two powers grapple with a 
volatile territorial dispute between Beijing and Tokyo. 

Panetta's trip to Beijing for talks with senior Chinese 
military and government leaders has coincided with an 
eruption in tension over rival claims by Japan and China to a 
cluster of islands in the East China Sea. 

He told Defence Minister Liang Guanglie that 
Washington and Beijing should foster closer military contacts 
and avoid misunderstandings that could spiral into 
confrontation. 

"Our goal is to have the United States and China establish 
the most important bilateral relationship in the world, and the 
key to that is to establish a strong military-to-military 
relationship," Panetta said in opening remarks that reporters 
were allowed to observe. 

Pentagon officials have long complained that China has 
not been candid enough about its rapid military build-up, 
whereas Chinese officials have accused Washington of 
viewing their country in suspicious, "Cold War" terms. 

"The key is to have senior level actions like we are 
engaging in that reduce the potential for miscalculation, that 
foster greater understanding and that expand trust between our 
two countries," Panetta said. 

Over past days, anti-Japan protests have erupted across 
China, including attacks on Japanese cars and restaurants. 

They were triggered by anger over Japan's decision last 
week to buy a tiny group of disputed islands - which Tokyo 
calls Senkaku and Beijing calls Diaoyu - from a private 
Japanese owner. 

In the initial remarks open to reporters, Panetta did not 
mention that dispute. Instead, he stressed a positive message 
that the United States and China share common ground on 
regional issues. 

"China is a Pacific power and so is the United States and 
we share common concerns in this region," he said. "Concerns 
related to terrorism, to nuclear proliferation, to humanitarian 
relief, to drug trafficking, peace keeping and other issues." 

In Tokyo on Monday, however, Panetta expressed 
concern about the mounting tensions between Beijing and 
Tokyo, and urged calm and restraint. 

The Japanese government has said that Tokyo and 
Washington agree that the disputed islands are covered by a 
U.S.-Japan security treaty. Panetta said that while his 
government stood by its obligations under the treaty with 
Japan, it did not take any side over who had sovereignty over 
the islands. 

China has said Washington should not become involved 
in the quarrel. "We hope that the U.S. will truly abide by the 
principle of not taking sides over the question of who the 
Diaoyu islands belong to," the Chinese Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Hong Lei told a daily briefing on Monday. 
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5. Panetta Calls For Calm In China-Japan Dispute 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 17 SEP 12) ... Julian E. Barnes and Brian Spegele 

U.S. Defense Secretary Leon Panetta called for calm amid 
an escalating dispute between China and Japan over a group of 
uninhabited islands on Monday, even as Chinese officials 
moved to contain anti-Japanese protests in dozens of Chinese 
cities following weekend violence. 

But in a reminder of the potential stakes, a major Chinese 
Communist Party mouthpiece warned of economic retaliation 
if the situation deteriorates further —Beijing's strongest signal 
to date that it could consider moves that could impact $345 
billion in annual trade between the two. It came as a number 
of Japanese companies in China closed their doors as a 
precaution against further violence. 

Separately, Mr. Panetta confirmed that Japan will host a 
second land-based x-band radar to defend against ballistic 

missiles, a move that U.S. officials have said is aimed at 
potential threats from North Korea and not at China. The 
announcement could complicate Mr. Panetta's visit to China 
beginning Monday afternoon because China has raised 
questions about the U.S. investment in missile defenses, 
arguing they could be aimed at reducing the effectiveness of 
Beijing's nuclear deterrent. 

Mr. Panetta, who left Tokyo on Monday and arrived in 
Beijing late in the day, sought to delicately handle questions 
over the Japan-controlled islands, which are in the East China 
Sea and known as the Senkaku in Japan and the Diaoyu in 
Chinese. He emphasized America's commitment to Japan's 
defense but its neutral stance in territorial disputes. 
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"Obviously we are concerned by the demonstrations, and 
we are concerned by the conflict that is taking place over the 
Senkaku islands," he said. "The message I have tried to 
convey is we have to urge calm and restraint on all sides." 

Mr. Panetta urged China to participate in multilateral 
efforts to resolve territorial disputes. "There is a danger that 
[with] a provocation of one kind or another, we could have a 
blow up," Mr. Panetta said. "When you play the game of who 
is in charge, it starts to get risky." 

From Hong Kong to Shenyang, Chinese protesters take to 
the streets to dispute Japanese activists' latest assertion of 
sovereignty over a group of islands in the East China Sea. 
Dow Jones's Jeffrey Ng explains what is fueling this wave of 
nationalism. 

Japanese Foreign Minister Koichiro Gemba told Mr. 
Panetta that Tokyo was handling the situation calmly. "We 
will deal with the situation in a cool-headed manner, from a 
broad perspective," Mr. Gemba told Mr. Panetta in their 
meeting, according to a Japanese official. 

Mr. Panetta is scheduled to meet Wednesday with Vice 
President Xi Jinping, the man expected to become the next 
president of China but who until Saturday had been out of 
public view for a few weeks, sparking rumors about his health. 
The meeting is likely meant to be a sign from Beijing that 
China's leadership transition is on track. U.S. officials said Mr. 
Panetta was eager to continue his own dialogue with Mr. Xi, 
begun at a Pentagon meeting earlier this year. 

Officials also said Monday Mr. Panetta would be 
extending his visit by an extra day and will tour a Chinese 
frigate and Type O39 Song-class diesel-electric submarine at 
the People Liberation Army's North Sea Fleet at the China 
port of Qingdao. He is scheduled to leave for New Zealand on 
Thursday. 

Chinese security increased its presence around Japanese 
government offices and businesses on Monday. In Beijing, a 
tight security cordon in front of the Japanese Embassy there 
limited protesters to about 50 people, compared with hundreds 
who pelted the building with eggs and bottles on Saturday and 
Sunday. In other cities, where protests devolved into 
vandalism against Japanese cars and businesses, police posted 
images of the people involved online and asked the public for 
information on their identities. 

Local government attempted to contain violent protests, 
and declared they would crack down on those breaking the 
law. In the southern province of Guangdong, where violent 
demonstrations crippled parts of Shenzhen and Guangzhou, 
provincial police authorities said most protests were peaceful. 
A statement released Monday said a small group of people 
"attempted to deliberately incite aggressive behavior." 

"We will only maintain reasonable patriotic passion, and 
express protest demands according to the law, millions of 
people of one mind, turning anger into strength," the statement 
read. 

The state-run Xinhua news agency said Monday 11 
people in Guangzhou had been detained in connection with 
weekend violence. 

Meanwhile in Xi'an, city police in a statement Sunday 
evening vowed they would "decisively punish" those who had 
taken part in violent protests. 

Still, many Japanese businesses around China closed their 
doors as a precaution, including restaurants and bars near the 
Beijing embassy. 

At a daily news briefing on Monday, Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Hong Lei said "China will protect foreign people 
and foreign companies," adding, "Chinese citizens express 
their views in an ordered, legal way." 

But Mr. Hong added that the disturbances show the 
impact on the Chinese public of Japan's recent move to buy 
the islands. "The outcome of Japan's wrongdoing has emerged, 
and Japan has to take responsibilities itself," he said. 

China also ratcheted up its rhetoric on the potential 
economic impact of the dispute. The People's Daily, the 
mouthpiece of the Chinese Communist Party, acknowledged 
that economic weapons were a "two-edged sword," but it 
added that on issues of territorial sovereignty "China must 
meet the challenge." "If Japan continues to provoke China, 
China must fight back," said the commentary. 

The commentary also said that Japan's economy "would 
not be immune" to retaliatory actions by China, adding that 
Beijing could target Japan's manufacturing or financial sectors 
as well as other specific export products. 

China and Japan are major trading partners, with $345 
billion in goods moving between them last year. Any move 
against trade could threaten the economies of both nations as 
they try to rekindle growth. China's leaders already face 
pressure to bolster an economy growing at its slowest rate 
since the aftermath of the 2008 financial crisis. 

Potentially complicating the situation, Chinese fishing 
boats are expected to soon arrive in the Senkaku island region 
with the onset of fishing season. State media on Monday said 
about 1,000 boats typically ply the waters. Mr. Hong, of the 
Foreign Ministry, said the number of boats in the region 
depends on the fishing season. 

Separately, U.S. officials said Monday they want to locate 
the new land-based x-band radar, formally known as a 
AN/TPY2, in the southern part of Japan, but not on Okinawa, 
where the U.S. military presence is deeply controversial. A 
U.S. team landed in Japan in recent days to discuss where the 
facility will be located, according to a U.S. defense official. 

"The purpose of this is to enhance our ability to defend 
Japan, it is also designed to help forward deployed U.S. forces 
and it will also be effective at protecting the U.S. homeland 
from the ballistic missile threat," Mr. Panetta said at a news 
conference with Japanese Defense Minister Satoshi Morimoto. 

The new deployment, Mr. Panetta said, showed the U.S. 
commitment to Japan and to its new defense strategy that 
emphasizes the Asia-Pacific region. Mr. Morimoto said the 
cooperation on missile defense would "ensure the safety of 
Japan and the region." 

In the past, some U.S. officials have noted that defense 
built up against North Korean missiles would also be 
positioned to track a Chinese ballistic missile. A land-based 
radar would also free the Navy to reposition its ship-based 
radar to other regional hot spots, the official said. 

But defense officials said Monday that the new 
deployment wasn't aimed at China. Mr. Panetta said he will 
continue to make clear to the Chinese that the U.S. ballistic 
missile defenses are aimed at North Korea. 

Yajun Zhang in Beijing and George Nishiyama in Tokyo 
contributed to this article. 
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6. Japan Deal Casts A Shadow On Xi's Talks With Panetta 
Leader-in-waiting faces tough session with the U.S. defence secretary in Beijing after Washington agrees to 
expand Tokyo's missile defences 
(SOUTH CHINA MORNING POST (HONG KONG) 18 SEP 12) ... Greg Torode, Minnie Chan and Teddy Ng 

Vice-President Xi Jinping will meet U.S. Defence 
Secretary Leon Panetta in Beijing tomorrow – a session 
announced just hours after the Pentagon chief risked angering 
China with a new deal to expand Japan's missile defences. 

The meeting, confirmed by U.S. officials, will be 
president-in-waiting Xi's first with a foreign leader since he 
dropped from view for two weeks amid intense speculation 
about his health and the leadership transition. 

Xi missed four scheduled meetings with foreign officials 
before reappearing at an event on Saturday. 

Within hours of boarding his plane last night, Panetta 
risked deepening China's fears over the U.S. military "pivot" 
back to the region with the provision of a second radar 
installation for Japan. 

While Panetta's staff repeatedly insisted the move was 
geared to preventing North Korean missiles reaching Japan or 
the U.S., the news was already alarming Chinese military 
analysts and scholars. 

Xu Guangyu , a senior researcher at the China Arms 
Control and Disarmament Association in Beijing, said Panetta 
had used "deceitful words.” 

He said: "They [will] target China as the missile defence 
system is able to provide 360 degrees of coverage. 

"Russia opposed the U.S. plan to set up a defence system 
in eastern Europe, which Washington claimed would only 
target Iran, but the location of the system is so close to 
Moscow." 

Pentagon officials said the additional radar - to be based 
at an unconfirmed location in southern Japan - would free up 

U.S. naval ships equipped with Aegis systems, which are 
crucial to its evolving ballistic missile defences, to cover 
wider areas. 

The U.S. has been discreetly working to extend the 
system to better cover its allies South Korea and Australia - 
something being closely monitored in Beijing. A study 
produced by the Congressional Research Service last month 
noted that the U.S. keeps five Aegis ships at Yokosuka in 
Japan as part of 16 in the Pacific. 

They are state-of-the-art vessels that could soon spread 
more broadly across East Asia. Japan also has its own such 
Aegis ships. 

Shi Yinhong , an expert in U.S. affairs at Renmin 
University, said the meeting between Xi and Panetta would be 
crucial. 

"This is the first meeting between Xi and a foreign leader 
in two weeks and this implies that Xi still pays high regard to 
the Sino-U.S. relationship," he said. 

Shi said Xi and Panetta would also inevitably discuss the 
ongoing territorial disputes between Beijing and Tokyo over 
the East China Sea. 

A senior Pentagon official said Panetta wanted to "start 
looking forward to maintaining ties with what could be future 
leaders of China.” 

The official added: "This...reflects a continuation of a 
dialogue that Secretary Panetta began when he hosted the 
vice-president at the Pentagon earlier this year." 
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7. S. Korea To Hold Multinational Maritime Drill Against Spread Of WMD 
(YONHAP NEWS AGENCY (S.KOREA) 18 SEP 12) ... Kim Eun-jung 

SEOUL -- South Korea will host a multinational maritime 
drill aimed at intercepting weapons of mass destruction in its 
southern waters next week, the defense ministry said Tuesday. 

South Korea, the United States, Japan and Australia will 
carry out the U.S.-led Proliferation Security Initiative (PSI) 
exercise on Sept. 27 in waters 100 kilometers south of the 
southern port city of Busan, the ministry said. 

Seven warships and 11 aircraft from the four nations will 
participate in the exercise. 

Unlike the other three nations, however, a Japanese ship 
will not enter the Busan port, a senior official said, a decision 
believed to reflect the recent souring of relations between 
Seoul and Tokyo. 

Ties between South Korea and Japan have plunged to one 
of their lowest ebbs after South Korean President Lee Myung-
bak made an unprecedented visit to the eastern islets of Dokdo 
last month. Japan claims the East Sea islets as its own. 

"Japan seems to be aware of the anti-Japan sentiment in 
South Korea over Dokdo," the official said, asking anonymity 
due to sensitivity of the issue. "It seems that a Japanese 

warship will enter the port over worries that protests may take 
place near the Busan port." 

Ahead of the drill, South Korea's foreign ministry will 
host a meeting of the PSI's Operational Experts Group (OEG) 
in Seoul from Sept. 24-25 to discuss and test the simulated 
scenario and other measures, the ministry said. 

South Korea joined the 98-nation PSI in 2009 after North 
Korea conducted its second nuclear test in May of that year. It 
became a full member of the OEG the next year after the 
North's deadly attack against a South Korean warship in 
March of 2010 prompted Seoul to seek a bigger role in the 
anti-WMD program. 

Pyongyang has condemned the move as a "declaration of 
war" against Pyongyang. 

The PSI was launched in 2003 under the George W. Bush 
administration to stop the spread of weapons of mass 
destruction. North Korea is among the major targets of the 
initiative, which says it amounts to a naval blockade on the 
communist country. 
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8. No Plan To Set Up Base In The Bay Says U.S. 7th Fleet Commander 
(NEW AGE (BANGLADESH) 17 SEP 12) 

The U.S. 7th Fleet commander, Vice Admiral Scott H. 
Swift on Sunday brushed aside the possibility of setting up a 
permanent or temporary base in the Bay of Bengal saying the 
U.S. was more interested in enabling the capacity of the 
Bangladesh army and navy to protect its territory. 

‘I’m not interested in establishing a permanent or 
temporary base. We want to develop military to military 
understanding on how to work together. It is about our 
partnership,’ he said. 

Vice Admiral Scott Swift and Rear Admiral Thomas 
Carney, commander of the Western Pacific Logistic Group of 
the U.S. Navy arrived in Dhaka on Saturday in connection 
with the launch of the second annual Cooperation Afloat 
Readiness and Training (Carat) between the U.S. and the 
Bangladesh navies in Chittagong on Monday. 

During a briefing with a selected group of journalists at 
Radisson hotel, Scott Swift was asked who could be a possible 
threat to the Bangladesh maritime boundary apart from pirates 
and terrorists. 

In response he said it could not be predicted but hastened 
to add that the Bangladesh navy must be strong and viable to 
safeguard its maritime boundary. 

‘The question is if the Bangladesh navy is prepared to 
respond if its maritime boundary is threatened…,’ the vice 
admiral said citing the example of the terror attack on 
Mumbai. 

‘You must be prepared all the time as a fireman is never 
expected to leave his fire station, ’he said. 

Asked if he thought deployment of the 7th fleet near the 
Chittagong coast would be necessary in the next five or 10 
years, the admiral did not give a straight answer, saying that 
the 7th fleet operated broadly throughout the region. 

Asked if the 7th fleet would be able to extend any support 
in case Bangladesh maritime boundary was attacked, he said it 
was up to the chief of the Bangladesh navy who could inform 
him through the U.S. ambassador here what the Bangladesh 
navy needed and there could be a discussion on that. 

In such a situation, Scott said, the political leaderships in 
the U.S. and Bangladesh would decide how they wanted to 
respond. 

He said the 7th fleet had great capability and capacity to 
respond to any threat to an ally of the United States. 

Scott was also asked whether the U.S. military felt its 
presence was necessary in Bangladesh to maintain its 
domination in the region since Bangladesh was geographically 
located in the midst of China and India. 

In response the admiral said it was true that China was 
growing in terms of resources, economy and market prospects. 
As China grows, its military will also grow. But, he said, 
China maintains lack of transparency. 

However, Scott said the U.S. wanted to deepen its 
relationship with both India and China through more military 
to military engagements. 

U.S. ambassador to Bangladesh Dan Mozena said the 
military to military relationship between Bangladesh and 
America had yielded benefits in helping the Bangladesh navy 
and the coast guard improve maritime security and better 
protect the nation against the threats of terrorism, trafficking 
of arms and piracy. 

‘Our deep military-military partnership has helped 
Bangladesh better secure its land borders and improve its 
capacity to respond to natural disasters, ‘the ambassador said. 

He said that he would transfer three U.S. vessels to the 
Bangladesh coast guard in Chittagong on September 18 as part 
of the U.S. programmes to build its capacity. 

‘We’re working very closely with the navy and the coast 
guard and helping those entities increase their capacity to 
defend and secure the maritime boundary, ‘he noted. 

The second annual CARAT exercise between the U.S. 
and Bangladesh navies begins today with an opening 
ceremony at the naval base Issa Khan in Chittagong. 

CARAT is a series of bilateral military exercises between 
the U.S. Navy and the armed forces of Bangladesh, Brunei, 
Cambodia, Indonesia, Malaysia, the Philippines, Singapore, 
Cambodia and Timor Leste. 

This year’s exercise will feature a sea-rider exchange 
programme, shipboard helicopter operations and a longer 
three-day exercise at sea phase. 
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9. India's Russian Carrier On Rocks Again After Sea Trial Snags 
(RIA NOVOSTI 17 SEP 12) 

MOSCOW -- Malfunctions during sea trials of the Indian 
Navy aircraft carrier Vikramaditya, refitted by a Russian 
shipyard, will delay the vessel’s handover to India yet again, 
Kommersant business daily reported on Monday. 

The delay is the latest in a string of hold-ups in the refit of 
the ship, in a defense deal that has become a shipwreck of its 
own. 

The Vikramaditya, formerly the Russian Navy's Admiral 
Gorshkov, was to have been handed over to India on 
December 4 after ongoing sea trials following a much-delayed 
refit that has gone massively over-budget. The deadline has 
now been postponed again until October 2013. 

The problems started when the carrier tried to gain 
maximum speed. 

“Seven out of eight steam boilers of the propulsion 
machinery were out of order,” an official told Kommersant. 

The official, who prepared the Vikramaditya for sea trials, 
said the reason for the boilers’ failure was that India refused to 
use asbestos to protect the boilers from heat, fearing that the 
material was dangerous for the crew. 

He said the boilers’ designer had to use firebrick, which 
proved not sufficiently heatproof. 

India and Russia signed a $947 million dollar deal in 2005 
for the purchase of the carrier, but delivery has already been 
delayed twice, pushing up the cost of refurbishing the carrier 
to $2.3 billion. 

Sevmash shipyard director Vladimir Pastukhov was fired 
in 2007 over his poor management of the project. 
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The Vikramaditya was originally built as the Soviet 
Project 1143.4 class aircraft carrier Admiral Gorshkov. 

The ship was laid down in 1978 at the Nikolayev South 
shipyard in Ukraine, launched in 1982, and commissioned 
with the Soviet Navy in 1987. 

It was renamed after the collapse of the Soviet Union in 
1991. In 1994, the Admiral Gorshkov sat in dock for a year for 
repairs after a boiler room explosion. In 1995, it briefly 
returned to service but was was finally withdrawn and put up 
for sale in 1996. 

The ship has a displacement of 45,000 tons, a maximum 
speed of 32 knots and an endurance of 13,500 nautical miles 
(25,000 km) at a cruising speed of 18 knots. 

India has already started taking delivery of the MiG-29K 
naval fighter aircraft for the Vikramaditya, as they were ready 
before the refit was completed. The MiG-29Ks will operate in 
STOBAR (short take-off but assisted recovery via arresting 
wires) mode. 

The MiG-29K was reportedly selected over the larger and 
more-capable Su-33 naval fighter because India also hopes to 
operate them from its smaller, indigenous “Project-71 Air 
Defense Ship” carriers, according to 
defenseindustrydaily.com. 
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MIDEAST: 
10. Tumult In Egypt Stalls Talks On U.S. Aid 
Delay is expected to be temporary, officials said 
(WASHINGTON POST 18 SEP 12) ... Anne Gearan and Michael Birnbaum 

Anti-American protests that started in Cairo and spread 
across the Muslim world have stalled negotiations to provide 
crucial U.S. economic assistance to Egypt, U.S. officials said 
Monday. 

The violent demonstrations sparked by an anti-Islam 
video, and Egypt’s initially clumsy response, have temporarily 
halted talks about a proposed $1 billion in debt relief and how 
to speed millions in other aid to Egypt, according to several 
U.S. officials who spoke on the condition of anonymity 
because they were not authorized to speak to the news media. 

No new aid is likely to be approved for Egypt until after 
the U.S. presidential election, and talks aimed at breaking a 
logjam on spending funds already approved are on hold, the 
officials said. Several U.S. officials said that the delays are 
expected to be temporary and that there is no major 
reevaluation of U.S. aid to Egypt. 

“Folks are going to wait and see how things materialize 
both with the protests and on Capitol Hill,” a congressional 
aide said. 

The roughly $1.5 billion in annual U.S. aid to Egypt 
represents crucial economic assistance to a nation the United 
States has long considered an essential Arab partner — despite 
recent concerns about the new government dominated by the 
Muslim Brotherhood. In addition to that assistance, President 
Obama has proposed $1 billion in debt relief for Egypt, which 
owes Washington about $3 billion. 

In the aftermath of the overthrow of Egyptian President 
Hosni Mubarak last year, Congress attached conditions to U.S. 
aid, including a requirement that the State Department certify 
that Egypt is abiding by its peace treaty with Israel. Now some 
lawmakers are talking about adding more conditions. 

The House Foreign Affairs Committee called a hearing 
this week to examine U.S. relations with Egypt, but it was 
canceled Monday after the State Department declined to 
provide witnesses, committee spokesman Steve Sutton said. 

A senior congressional staffer suggested that the course of 
events in the next couple of weeks will determine the long-
term fate of U.S. assistance to Egypt. Other U.S. officials cast 
the delay as a natural reaction to the violence and a test of 
Egyptian President Mohamed Morsi’s resolve, but they 

stressed that the United States is unlikely to set stringent 
conditions on aid or debt relief. 

“We are continuing to work with the Hill on the support 
that we think is important to support those very forces of 
moderation, change, democracy, openness in Egypt that are 
very important for defeating extremism of the kind that we 
saw,” State Department spokeswoman Victoria Nuland said 
Monday. 

Nuland said Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton 
would talk to Congress soon about U.S. aid and other issues 
affected by the protests. 

Anti-American protests outside U.S. government 
buildings in Egypt stretched into a seventh day Monday, with 
many demonstrators calling for the U.S. ambassador to be 
tossed out of the country. 

Just days before protests erupted outside the fortress-like 
embassy compound, American and Egyptian officials had 
been in the final stages of negotiating the details of assistance 
that could be worth hundreds of millions of dollars. 

A delegation of 120 U.S. business leaders was in Cairo at 
the time of the protest as part of a related State Department 
effort to drum up foreign investment, which Egypt needs 
badly to help its economy recover. 

U.S. and Egyptian officials had hoped to resolve much of 
the debt relief plan by the end of this month, but U.S. and 
other officials said those discussions are now likely to drag on 
through the fall. Any new congressional action on Egypt will 
have to wait, too, since Congress adjourns next week until 
after the Nov. 6 election. 

American assistance to Egypt had already been in some 
jeopardy as a result of the country’s crackdown on U.S.-
funded pro-democracy groups in February. The prosecutions 
of some individuals are still being pursued, although the anti-
American cabinet minister who pushed the issue left the 
government. 

The concerns are heard on both sides. Near Tahrir Square 
— where protesters clashed violently with Egyptian security 
forces last week as they tried to fight their way to the nearby 
U.S. Embassy — few people seemed to regard American aid 
with enthusiasm. 
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“U.S. aid came to the old regime, and there were a lot of 
suspicions,” said Ahmed Imam, 38, who runs a shop that sells 
satellite dishes. “Nothing is for free. This has to be repaid 
somehow.” 

Top advisers to Morsi say they are seeking money 
wherever they can get it. They promise economic 
liberalizations of the type often advocated by the International 
Monetary Fund — from whom they are seeking a $4.8 billion 
loan to help close a roughly $10 billion funding gap — but 
they say they want to overhaul Egypt’s economy because it 
needs it, not because international partners are telling them to 
do so. 

“Having a democratic election is something great,” 
Egyptian Prime Minister Hesham Kandil told the U.S. 
business delegation two days before the protests started. “But 
that needs to be accompanied by economic growth and 
development.” 

Before the protests, a steady stream of American officials 
had been in and out of Cairo, including Sen. Bob Corker (R-
Tenn.), a member of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee; 

Undersecretary of State Robert Hormats; Deputy Secretary of 
State Thomas R. Nides and Obama adviser Michael Froman. 

When Corker visited in August, he praised the Egyptian 
government and spoke in favor of extending aid. Now, he 
says, he is newly concerned. 

“While I believe engagement is our best policy in Egypt 
and understand the fine line President Morsi is walking in his 
new position, the initial reaction by him and a very seasoned 
military with years of involvement with our country is 
unacceptable,” Corker said in an e-mail Monday. “The timing 
of this will and should affect our negotiations as we go 
forward in our relationship with this new government.” 

And when Nides was in Cairo before the protests, he said 
in an interview that the Egyptian government clearly wanted 
U.S. help and was willing to cooperate to get it. But he 
included caveats that seem newly relevant. 

“We don’t hand people money if they don’t either want it 
or if they want it for different reasons” from the United States, 
Nides said. 
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11. Libyans Struggle To Rein In Militants 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 18 SEP 12) ... Margaret Coker 

BENGHAZI, Libya—The investigation into last week's 
killing of four American diplomats in eastern Libya is raising 
pressure on a shaky new Libyan government to quash pockets 
of violent Islamists emerging after the country's revolution and 
now threatening its struggle for stability. 

Late Monday, one of the country's top security officials 
met with two leaders of the militant Islamist group Ansar al 
Sharia. Ansar has become a primary target in the search for 
those responsible for last Tuesday's deadly attack on the U.S. 
Consulate here—especially after U.S. and Libyan officials 
said some of the group's members were in communication 
with al Qaeda ahead of the battle. 

Libyan military Chief of Staff Yousef al-Mangush met 
with two Benghazi-based leaders of the group at a Defense 
Ministry office in this eastern city, according to group 
representatives and an aide to the chief of staff. It wasn't 
immediately clear what was discussed during the meeting, 
which broke up around midnight after about three hours. 

Libyan officials investigating the deaths of U.S. 
Ambassador Christopher Stevens and three embassy 
colleagues haven't disclosed whether any of the 50 people 
arrested so far are from Ansar al Sharia. The group itself has 
repeatedly denied it was responsible for organizing or 
directing the attack on the consulate. 

Ansar spokesman Hani Mansouri told a Benghazi radio 
station on Sunday that Ansar was forming its own committee 
to investigate the attack, saying it would sue organizations, 
including "foreign media," that had defamed the organization 
by associating it with the incident. 

The spotlight on Ansar highlights what has been a slow 
but significant splintering over the past year of Libya's 
shrinking Islamist ranks—a process in which most onetime 
jihadist and ultraconservative groups renounced violence and 
threw in their lot with the government, while a few, such as 
Ansar, appeared to have moved further into the fringe and 
turned more violent. 

Mr. Mansouri, the Ansar spokesman, canceled two 
scheduled interviews with The Wall Street Journal and didn't 
respond to questions about the organization sent by text 
message. 

Libyan authorities now face a test over how to effectively 
stamp out such groups without further destabilizing society. 
Libya is suffering from a weak central government, and its 
wobbly new security forces are filled with untrained 
personnel. Few people are interested in creating a new crisis. 

"There are people with their own strange vision," said 
Fawzi Wanis, head of the Supreme Security Committee for 
eastern Libya. "They have no respect for the Libyan people or 
Libyan authority. But if we tackle them with guns, we expect 
bombs in return. Who wants to make Libya into Iraq?" 

For decades, Libya's conservative eastern region has been 
known as an incubator for Islamic militants. The town of 
Darna—which, along with Benghazi, is Ansar's base—gained 
notoriety in the mid-2000s as 52 of its men traveled to Iraq to 
become suicide bombers, the most from any foreign city, 
according to a study by the Combating Terrorism Center at the 
United States Military Academy in West Point, New York. 

Ansar al Sharia formed last year as a brigade from 
Benghazi, one of the many independent militias fighting in the 
battle to topple leader Moammar Gadhafi. Many of Ansar's 
fighters battled alongside men who would later become some 
of Benghazi's top security officials. 

Libya's revolt didn't take on the same religious flavor that 
now exists in Syria. Libyans are homogeneously Sunni 
Muslims, and much more moderate than the small segment of 
society that identifies with hard-line Saudi-style Salafi 
teachings. While there were rebel units that identified 
themselves as Islamic fighters, the rebel leadership and most 
fighters said their goal was self-determination, not to replace 
Gadhafi with a purely Islamic society. 

After the strongman's fall last year, the majority of the 
country's ultraconservative Salafis—including former fighters 
from Iraq and Afghanistan and ex-Guantanamo Bay 



 14

detainees—renounced violence. Many followed the route of 
nonreligious militias and merged their armed units into the 
nascent national army and police forces. Salafis also formed 
political parties and pledged allegiance to the new congress, 
even after their parties were roundly defeated in the polls. 

Most Salafis felt the theological reason for fighting ended 
when Gadhafi fell, said Emohamed al-Ghula, a founder of one 
such party, al Watan. "Salafis believe their duty is to follow a 
just ruler. Libya has that now," he said. 

That is a major reason why many Libyans, including 
many Salafis, have expressed outrage at both the U.S. 
diplomats' killings last week and the temerity of fringe groups 
like Ansar al Sharia, who have boycotted elections and 
attempted to press their religious agendas by force. 

Unlike most fellow militants, Ansar refused the invitation 
to merge its armed wing into the government forces. It 
retained control of the Gadhafi-era security service compound 
it seized in the center of Benghazi, a walled, football-field-size 
compound where its members train and spend their days. The 
heavily guarded front entrance is emblazoned with the group's 
logo: two facing Kalashnikov rifles surrounding a clenched 
fist and raised forefinger. 

Ansar has no more than 300 members between two 
branches in Benghazi and nearby Darna, said Mr. Wanis, 
whose security agency polices Benghazi. 

Ansar describes itself as an Islamic organization but has 
never given a detailed public explanation of its ideology and 
hasn't published a manifesto. With no top leader, it is 
organized around a leadership council, whose members 
include a Benghazi-based commander named Mohammed al-
Zahawi and Omar al-Hasadi, a former Guantanamo Bay 
detainee who lives in Darna, security officials here say. It was 
Mr. al-Zahawi, along with Benghazi-based religious leader 
Sheik Nasser al-Tarshani, who met with the chief of staff 
Monday. 

Most Ansar followers have pulled away from mainstream 
society, say Benghazi religious leaders say. Ansar followers 
don't pray in the main city mosques and don't work in 

government institutions, according to people familiar with the 
group. 

The first time many people in Benghazi heard of Ansar 
was in early June, when the group organized an afternoon 
march down the city's seaside promenade. Cruising in pickup 
trucks mounted with antiaircraft guns, members shouted at 
passing cars and pedestrians to boycott elections and make 
Libya a more pure Islamic state. 

A string of attacks on diplomatic targets swiftly followed. 
On the day of the rally, a bomb exploded at the U.S. consulate. 
Over the following weeks, the Tunisian and Egyptian 
consulates in Benghazi were also bombed. There were no 
injuries in the attacks. On June 11, militants fired a rocket-
propelled grenade at the British ambassador's convoy, injuring 
two security guards. 

Ansar publicly denied having a role in these attacks. 
Responsibility was claimed by a previously unknown group 
named after the sheik convicted of the 1993 World Trade 
Center attack. Ansar's leaders, including Mr. al-Zahawi, 
praised the actions in interviews with local media. 

Because the group hadn't been involved in street violence 
and hadn't overtly called for the violent overthrow of the 
government, tackling Ansar's "problematic" religious agenda 
hadn't been one of the security committee's priorities, said Mr. 
Wanis of the SSC. 

Many members of Benghazi's religious community, 
however, say they have fearfully watched Ansar's increasingly 
aggressive behavior over the past several months. 

Sheik Akram Abu Drissi, a 33-year-old Salafi prayer 
leader in Benghazi who says he has had a long and contentious 
relationship with Ansar's leaders, derides the group as 
takfiiri—a reference to the hard-line Islamic teachings adopted 
by al Qaeda that approves of killing people deemed infidels, 
including Muslims, who disagree with the narrow, literal 
interpretation of the Quran. 

Ansar's boycott of the elections was one of several signs 
to him that the group was "metastasizing," Sheik Akram said. 
"They respect no authority. They warp Islam. They even call 
me an infidel," he said. 
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12. Civilian Attacks Rise In Syria, U.N. Says 
(NEW YORK TIMES 18 SEP 12) ... Hwaida Saad and Nick Cumming-Bruce 

BEIRUT, Lebanon — With the Syrian conflict spilling 
into the Lebanese border area on Monday, United Nations 
investigators said civilians were bearing the brunt of 
indiscriminate air and ground assaults in the fighting over the 
future of President Bashar al-Assad. 

The report was presented to the United Nations Human 
Rights Council in Geneva by Paulo Pinheiro, the Brazilian 
investigator leading a commission of inquiry. Mr. Pinheiro 
said that there had been a sharp escalation in indiscriminate 
attacks by government forces against civilians, and that the 
commission had collected “a formidable and extraordinary 
body of evidence” against those responsible. 

The report, completed last month, said that both anti- and 
pro-government forces had committed war crimes and crimes 
against humanity. Mr. Pinheiro said that the evidence, 
including names of people and units, could support action by 
national or international courts. 

A report released on Monday by Human Rights Watch, 
based in New York, raised further concerns about rights 
abuses by antigovernment fighters. The group documented 12 
cases of extrajudicial or summary executions by groups linked 
to the opposition, including four killings in the town of Haffa 
by members of the Ansar Mohammed battalion. 

Battalion members told the rights group that after 
storming a police station there in June, they killed two snipers 
on the roof. The fighters, referring to an opposition group of 
army defectors known as the Free Syrian Army, explained that 
“everyone saw that they had been shooting at us and killing 
F.S.A. fighters, so there was no need for a trial.” 

Underscoring the reach of the conflict and its regional 
perils, Lebanese officials said Monday that the Syrian Air 
Force had fired on an area near the Syrian-Lebanese border 
about noon on Monday. There were no reports of casualties. 
The attack, near the Lebanese town of Ersal, lasted about three 
minutes, the Ministry of Information said. 
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“I saw lots of smoke,” said a resident of Ersal, a carpenter 
who identified himself as Zaher. He said fighting started late 
Sunday, inside Syria, when rebels attacked soldiers near the 
border. The rebels fled into Lebanese territory, followed by 
helicopters and warplanes firing missiles. 

A Lebanese Army colonel, speaking on the condition of 
anonymity, said missiles had landed in an area where the 
border is not clearly marked, but not inside Lebanon. He said 
warplanes and helicopters attacked rebel soldiers who had 
raided a checkpoint in the border area and killed four 
government soldiers. 

The rebels withdrew immediately, the Lebanese officer 
said, and the warplanes bombed the road on which they 
retreated. 

In another indication of the regional impact of the Syrian 
revolt, President Michel Suleiman of Lebanon asked Iran to 
explain remarks attributed to a senior Iranian commander that 
Tehran’s powerful Revolutionary Guard has military advisers 
in Lebanon and Syria. 

In Geneva, Mr. Pinheiro said the escalating conflict was 
marked by an increasing presence of “foreign elements,” 
including jihadist militants. Some of them joined 
antigovernment forces and some operated independently, he 
said, observing that “such elements tend to push 
antigovernment fighters toward more radical positions.” 

Little is known about the origins or character of those 
groups, Mr. Pinheiro told reporters, but the panel referred to 
them in its report to draw international attention to what he 
described as “one of the most alarming and scariest aspects” 
of the conflict. “They have their own agenda, they are sort of 
loose cannons,” he said. 

The militants appeared to be involved in attacks and 
explosions similar to the activities of militants in neighboring 

countries, Mr. Pinheiro added. The longer the Syrian conflict 
lasted, he said, “the more of these kind of people will be 
present opportunistically taking advantage of the conflict.” 

Drawing attention to events that have occurred since the 
report was compiled, Mr. Pinheiro called for further 
investigation of operations in the town of Daraya in late 
August, where hundreds of people were killed as government 
forces and allied civilian militiamen known as shabiha 
assaulted the town. 

The antigovernment militias loosely organized under the 
banner of the Free Syrian Army appeared to have adopted a 
code of ethics, Mr. Pinheiro noted, but he said that groups 
affiliated with it were reported to have summarily executed 21 
government soldiers in Aleppo earlier this month. Some 
groups used prisoners to detonate vehicle-borne explosives, 
killing them, and used other indiscriminate improvised 
explosive devices that threatened civilians. 

“It is apparent that the crimes and abuses committed by 
antigovernment groups, though serious, did not reach the 
gravity, frequency and scale of those committed by the 
government forces and shabiha,” Mr. Pinheiro said. 

He also reported an increase in sectarian tensions, with 
abductions and killings committed by Sunni Muslims on one 
side and Shiites and minority Alawites on the other, prompting 
other minority groups to organize their own self-defense 
groups. 

After 18 months of escalating violence, the conflict in 
Syria seems likely to continue until one side or the other is too 
exhausted to go on, Mr. Pinheiro said, but “this is a war 
neither side can win.” 

Hwaida Saad reported from Beirut, and Nick Cumming-
Bruce from Geneva. Kareem Fahim contributed reporting 
from Beirut. 
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13. Peleliu Troops Sail Amid Mideast Tensions 
Marines and Sailors depart SD on seven-month tour 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 17 SEP 12) ... Gretel C. Kovach 

As tensions flared in the Middle East, Sailors and Marines 
aboard the Peleliu Amphibious Ready Group sailed out of San 
Diego Bay Monday morning for a previously scheduled 
deployment to the Western Pacific and Arabian Sea. 

Amid attacks on U.S. diplomatic posts abroad and 
hostilities between Syria, Iran and Israel — to name a few 
flash points — Navy and Marine commanders said their force 
of roughly 4,000 is calm but prepared for anything. 

“Are people a little more stressed and tensioned about 
this? I would say the answer is no,” said Navy Capt. Mark 
Sakaguchi, commodore of the Peleliu. “We’re prepared to 
deploy and whether it’s what’s going on right now in the 
Middle East or another event happens, these Marines and 
Sailors are prepared for whatever the tasking.” 

The combined Navy-Marine team aboard the amphibious 
ready group trained for a variety of missions, including 
amphibious raids, maritime security, humanitarian crises, 
training foreign security forces, reinforcing an embassy and 
evacuating civilians. 

Marine Col. Scott David Campbell, commanding officer 
of the 15th Marine Expeditionary Unit, said: “We are like a 
pro sports team trained to play a lot of different sports. But we 

play the away game, and it doesn’t matter what we’re asked to 
do, we have to do it well. 

“I think as volatile as the situation is it would be 
premature to speculate” on where they might go or what their 
mission will entail, “but I can assure you, ... whatever we are 
asked to do we will do it well, and we will try to bring the 
sons and daughters of America home,” Campbell said. 

The Peleliu Amphibious Ready Group includes the 
flagship amphibious assault ship, amphibious transport dock 
ship Green Bay and amphibious dock landing ship Rushmore. 
The group’s Marine air-ground task force is composed of a 
battalion landing team of infantrymen from the 3rd Battalion, 
5th Marine Regiment, Marine Medium Helicopter Squadron 
364 (Reinforced) and Combat Logistics Battalion 15. 

Support elements include Fleet Surgical Team 1, 
Helicopter Sea Combat Squadron (HSC) 23, Assault Craft 
Units (ACU) 1 and ACU 5, and Beach Master Unit (BMU) 1. 

As the ships prepared to depart Naval Base San Diego 
Monday morning on the roughly seven-month tour, Marine 
Cpl. Daniel Tillman, 23, of Phoenix, a data network specialist 
with the infantry battalion, admitted he was both excited and 
reluctant to go. Leaving his wife Saida and baby daughter 
Renata was the sticking point. 
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Tillman returned one year ago from a yearlong tour in 
Afghanistan. “It feels almost too soon. I just got married this 
year. It’s bittersweet,” he said. 

Leaving home was less complicated for Marine Lance 
Cpl. Skyler Selhorn, 20, of Olympia, Wa., an unmarried radio 
operator departing on his first deployment. “I am excited to 
travel, to be sailing in the unknown. Wherever we drop off,” 
he said. 

As her husband, Petty Officer 3rd Class Lemar Williams, 
held their three-month-old son Josiah and their 3-year-old 
Elijah scampered nearby, Jasmine Williams tried to put on a 
brave face for her boys dressed in pint-sized blue camouflage 
Navy uniforms. 

“I’m nervous. This is my first deployment. With the new 
baby, hopefully I’ll be able to get a new routine going,” she 
said. 

Many relatives of the departing Sailors and Marines said 
the latest news from the Middle East was setting them on edge 
and heightening their concerns over the deployment. 

Fifteen members of Petty officer 3rd Class Collin Aukai’s 
family showed up in green plastic grass skirts or Hawaiian 
malo cloths, so he could spot them easier from the ship deck. 
Half a dozen flew in from his hometown of Kona, Hawaii to 
say goodbye. 

Aukai’s mother, Dionne Otte, said she feels both proud 
and sad about his tour: “because I won’t be able to know 
where he’s at or what’s going on. And with the recent unrest it 
makes it even scarier.” 

She doesn’t expect him to share anything that might stress 
her out, and perhaps it’s better that way, Otte said. “I don’t 
know what they do. I’m afraid to know what they do. I feel it’s 
easier for me to deal with by sticking my head in the sand, 
which is probably not a good thing.” 

Though she tried for six months to talk her son out of 
enlisting midway through college, “I’m proud of him for 
serving his country and protecting us. I am proud of 
everybody on that ship,” she said. 

Marin Vaughn, of Leucadia, and Kanan Andresen, of 
Thousand Oaks, came to say goodbye to their youngest 

brother, Marine Cpl. Rick Coon, 22, an air traffic controller 
from Camp Pendleton. Andresen brought her children, Tyler, 
5, and Rylan, 7, who hit the pier early still dressed in pajamas. 

Coon, the youngest of seven, is one of four siblings who 
serve in the military. But the deployments never get any 
easier, said Vaughn. “He’s my baby brother. And I know he’s 
fine but… It’s good for him. It’s good. But it’s really hard,” 
she said, struggling to speak through her tears. 

Another brother did three tours in Iraq and one in 
Afghanistan. “I don’t know if it gets easier,” she said. “And 
with some of the news, that scares me. Obviously he can’t tell 
us where he’s going. I just want him to be safe. I want all of 
them to be safe. I don’t even know them all but I look up there 
at all of them and I just.. It’s the unknown. That’s the biggest 
thing.” 

As the Peleliu prepared to set sail, Jonny Rauch peered up 
from his stroller at the line of Marines and Sailors standing 
shoulder to shoulder on the bow. Looking at his father, Petty 
Officer 2nd Class Cody Rauch, the tiny blonde boy hollered in 
a big voice half a dozen times: “I love you Daddy!” 

Afterward his mother Jamie Rauch, 28, of San Diego 
cuddled her son, who turns three next week, as Jonny 
explained that his daddy is going “on the ocean… for a long, 
long time.” 

Amid the sniffling, red-eyed women lining the pier, 
Krystal Collins, 17, tried to lighten the mood by calling up to 
her boyfriend: “Blow me a kiss!” 

Then: “Bring me something cute back! Bring me a purse! 
Don’t be cheap!” 

That elicited a laugh from families and friends gathered 
on the pier, but Collins was crying too. “That’s my baby. I 
love him so much. I don’t want him to go,” she said. “I’m just 
trying to make him laugh, give him a good moment. He is 
nervous too. He doesn’t know what to expect.” 

When the amphibious assault ship finally backed away 
from the pier and headed for the Coronado Bridge, a hush fell 
over the pier. Amid the fluttering of small American flags 
relatives waved in the air at the departing troops, the only 
sound was the occasional choking sob. 
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14. Iranian Official Says Blasts Targeted Nuclear Sites 
(NEW YORK TIMES 18 SEP 12) ... David E. Sanger and Rick Gladstone 

WASHINGTON — Iran’s most senior atomic energy 
official revealed on Monday that separate explosions, which 
he attributed to sabotage, had targeted power supplies to the 
country’s two main uranium enrichment facilities, including 
the deep underground site that American and Israeli officials 
say is the most invulnerable to bombing. 

The official, Fereydoon Abbasi, a nuclear scientist who 
narrowly escaped an assassination in his car nearly two years 
ago, just before he was appointed to lead the Atomic Energy 
Organization of Iran, said one of the attacks occurred on Aug. 
17, a day before international inspectors arrived at the 
underground site. 

The most recent report by the International Atomic 
Energy Agency, the United Nations arm that conducts the 
inspections, said nothing about power cutoffs. On Monday, a 
spokesman for the agency would not comment on whether 
power to the site had been disrupted. 

There was no way to verify Mr. Abbasi’s assertions; he 
also contended that the I.A.E.A. had been infiltrated by 
“terrorists and saboteurs,” suggesting they were responsible 
for the attacks. But if they were acts of sabotage, as he 
claimed, they would raise the question of whether Israel, the 
United States or some groups within Iran had moved beyond 
cyberattacks to take other steps, short of a military attack, to 
disable Iran’s nuclear fuel plants. 

Mr. Abbasi’s accusations, in a speech at an I.A.E.A. 
conference in Vienna, come as Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu of Israel has been pressing the Obama 
administration to establish “red lines” of intolerance for Iran’s 
nuclear activities. Mr. Netanyahu said on Sunday that Iran was 
only six or seven months away from having the fuel to make a 
quick dash for a nuclear weapon, a clear reference to the 
activity at Fordow, the underground site near the holy city of 
Qum. 
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That site was one of the two that Mr. Abbasi said had 
been struck. 

Mr. Abbasi said that on Aug. 17, power lines from Qum 
to the Fordow site “were cut using explosives.” He also said a 
“power outage is a way of damaging centrifuge machines.” He 
said I.A.E.A. officials had requested “a snap inspection of the 
facility” early the next day. 

He did not say what damage the attack might have done. 
Asked by reporters at the conference to elaborate, he was 
quoted by The Associated Press as saying backup batteries and 
diesel generators had prevented disruptions to the centrifuges, 
which are vulnerable to damage from abrupt changes in the 
power supply. 

Fordow is the newest known plant in Iran’s uranium 
enrichment program, which Western countries suspect is a 
cloak for developing the capacity to make atomic bombs 
despite Iran’s repeated denials. 

Mr. Abbasi said a similar attack had hit Natanz, an older 
plant where most of Iran’s enrichment has taken place. But he 
gave no date. 

A number of years ago, power supplies installed under 
centrifuges at Natanz blew up, and Iran claimed American 

sabotage was the cause. Other components for the program 
have been tampered with, in at least one case at an American 
nuclear laboratory, before they were delivered. 

In January 2009, The New York Times reported that 
President George W. Bush, at the end of his second term, 
authorized a program to undermine electrical and computer 
systems and other networks on which Iran relies. In June of 
this year it reported that program had turned into “Olympic 
Games,” a covert effort, focused on cyberattacks on the 
Natanz plant, that was expanded by President Obama. That 
effort became apparent in the summer of 2010, when one of 
the computer worms, later called Stuxnet, was replicated 
around the world because of a programming error. But the 
Fordow plant was apparently not a target of that effort. 

Mr. Abbasi’s criticism of the I.A.E.A. came a few days 
after the agency chastised Iran for rejecting repeated demands 
to halt its centrifuges, as the United Nations Security Council 
has demanded, and to allay the agency’s concerns about 
evidence that Iran had done nuclear weapons research. 

David E. Sanger reported from Washington, and Rick 
Gladstone from New York. 

Return to Index 
 
 

MINE EXERCISE: 
15. Massive Anti-Mine Naval Exercise Underway In Gulf 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 17 SEP 12) ... Lara Sukhtian 

DUBAI — Naval forces from more than 30 countries 
were on Monday engaged in a massive minesweeping exercise 
in the Gulf, U.S. officials said, amid Iranian threats to block 
the strategic Strait of Hormuz. 

The U.S.-led International Mine Countermeasures 
Exercise (IMCMEX), the first of its kind in the Middle East, 
comes amid heightened tensions between Israel and Iran over 
the Islamic republic's controversial nuclear programme. 

The exercise kicked off on Sunday, the same day as the 
head of Iran's Revolutionary Guards warned of retaliation 
against the Strait of Hormuz, Israel and nearby U.S. bases if 
his country is attacked and as Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu claimed Tehran is "90 percent" toward having a 
nuclear bomb. 

U.S. defence officials insist the exercise is not aimed at 
Iran or any one country, but is simply designed to hone 
counter-mine capabilities among allies and partners. 

"This (exercise) is not being conducted in response to any 
particular threat or any specific situation," Lieutenant Greg 
Raelson of the U.S. Fifth fleet in Bahrain told AFP Monday. 

"This exercise uses a scenario based on a violent 
extremist organisation to prepare for the possibility...(they) 
may use mines or a seaborne improvised explosive device to 
disrupt freedom of navigation," he added. 

U.S. Vice Admiral John Miller, the head of the U.S. 
Naval Forces in the wider Gulf region, echoed his comments. 

"This exercise is about mines and the international effort 
to clear them," he said in a statement. 

Analysts however argue that the anti-mine manoeuvres 
are designed to counter Iran's escalating threats to block the 
strategic straits. 

This is "a message to all parties in the region: to the allies 
and Iran, that the U.S. is ready to defend their common 

interests, keep the straits and maritime routes open and 
respond to any attacks against its bases in the region" said 
Riad Kahwaji, of the Institute for near East and Gulf military 
analysis in Dubai. 

More than 500 ships, 60 percent of which are energy 
carriers, pass through the Straits every week, a strategic 
chokepoint that connects the Arabian Gulf, and some of the 
world's top oil producing nations to the rest of the world. 

"This is a vital region where sea lanes and resources and 
international interests all intersect," said Raelson. 

"Defending these interests against a sea mine attack is 
really a core mission of navy mine warfare... and this exercise 
is an effort to decrease the international threat of mining and 
to enhance our combined capabilities to provide long-term 
stability and security." 

The anti-mine manoeuvres will last through September 27 
and involve more than 30 nations including the United States, 
Britain, Japan, France, Yemen and Jordan. 

Raelson said no manoeuvres "at all" will take place in the 
actual Strait of Hormuz, adding that a variety of anti-mine 
techniques will be practised, including "mine-hunting 
operations, helicopter mine countermeasures operations, dive 
operations, small boat exercises and international cross 
platform refuelling training." 

General Mohammad Ali Jafari, the head of the Iranian 
Guards, told a news conference in Tehran on Sunday that the 
strait would be a legitimate target for Iran should it be 
attacked. 

Jafari also suggested that U.S. military bases -- the two 
largest in Bahrain and Qatar -- would be fair game for 
retaliation by Iran or proxy forces. 

The U.S. also has several military bases in Kuwait and a 
military presence in the United Arab Emirates. 
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And if Israeli jets or missiles struck Iran, "nothing of 
Israel will be left, considering its size," warned Jafari. 

Netanyahu, speaking on two U.S. political television 
talkshows, pressed the need for a "red line" on Iran's atomic 
activities, saying such a categorical bar had averted nuclear 
calamity with Russia during the Cold War and could ensure 
peace again. 

Washington says all options against Iran, including 
military action, remain on the table, but top officials reject 
"red lines" as political grandstanding that might leave them at 
a strategic disadvantage. 

Western nations believe Iran is bent on acquiring nuclear 
weapons, despite repeated denials from Tehran which says its 
programme is for peaceful purposes only. 
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AFGHANISTAN: 
16. Panetta: U.S. Concerned About Afghan Insider Attacks 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 18 SEP 12) ... Lolita C. Baldor 

BEIJING — U.S. Defense Secretary Leon Panetta said 
Tuesday the U.S. is concerned about the impact insider attacks 
are having on its forces in Afghanistan. 

But he insisted Gen. John Allen, the top U.S. commander 
there, is taking necessary steps to protect the force while still 
ensuring the U.S. will be able to hand over security to the 
Afghans and be able to withdraw by the end of 2014. 

He said the attacks do not mean the Taliban is succeeding. 
Instead, he said the Taliban "are resorting to efforts that try to 
strike at our force, try to create chaos, but do not in any way 
result in their regaining territory that has been lost." 

Panetta spoke during a press conference in Beijing with 
China's minister of national defense, Gen. Liang Guanglie. 

NATO said Monday that it has scaled back operations 
with Afghan soldiers and policemen to lower the risk of 
insider attacks and reduce local tensions over an anti-Islam 
video that prompted protests in Afghanistan. 

Early Tuesday, a suicide bomber rammed a car packed 
with explosives into a minibus carrying foreign aviation 
workers to the airport in the Afghan capital, Kabul, killing at 
least nine people. The Islamist militant group Hizb-i-Islami 
claimed responsibility for the dawn attack, saying it was 
revenge for the anti-Islam video. 

Until now, U.S. and NATO troops routinely conducted 
operations with their Afghan counterparts. But under the new 
order, such operations will now require the approval of a 
regional commander. 

So far this year, 51 international troops have been killed 
by Afghan forces or militants wearing their uniforms. The 
attacks have spiked in recent months, damaging the trust 
between the NATO and Afghan forces at a time when ongoing 
training and cooperation are critical in order for allied troops 
to leave Afghanistan by the end of 2014 and turn control of 
security over to the Afghan forces. 
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17. Afghanistan Setbacks Arise As Troop Surge Ends 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 17 SEP 12) ... Robert Burns 

WASHINGTON — The end game in Afghanistan is off 
to a shaky start. 

Just as the last U.S. “surge” troops leave the country, 
trouble is breaking out in ways that go to the core of the 
strategy for winding down the U.S. and allied combat role and 
making Afghans responsible for their own security. At stake is 
the goal of ensuring that Afghanistan not revert to being a 
terrorist haven. 

Nearly two years after President Obama announced that 
he was sending another 33,000 troops to take on the Taliban, 
those reinforcements are completing their return to the United 
States this week. That leaves about 68,000 American troops, 
along with their NATO allies and Afghan partners, to carry 
out an ambitious plan to put the Afghans fully in the combat 
lead as early as next year. 

But the setbacks are piling up: a spasm of deadly attacks 
on U.S. and NATO forces by Afghan soldiers and police, 
including three attacks in the last three days; an audacious 
Taliban assault on a coalition air base that killed two Marines 
and destroyed six fighter jets; and a NATO airstrike that 
inadvertently killed eight Afghan women and girls. 

The Pentagon on Monday identified the two Marines 
killed at Camp Bastion on Friday as Lt. Col. Christopher K. 
Raible, 40, of Huntingdon, Pa., and Sgt. Bradley W. Atwell, 
27, of Kokomo, Ind. Raible was commander of the Harrier 
squadron that had six of its planes destroyed in the assault. 

Tensions over the anti-Islam movie produced in the U.S. 
that ridicules the Prophet Mohammad also spread to Kabul, 
where demonstrations turned violent Monday when protesters 
burned cars and threw rocks at a U.S. military base. 

Those events help the Taliban’s aim of driving a wedge 
between the Americans and their Afghan partners. They also 
show that the Taliban, while weakened, remains a force to be 
reckoned with, 11 years after the first U.S. troops arrived to 
drive the Taliban out. 

The extra troops began moving into Afghanistan in early 
2010, pushing the total U.S. force to a peak of 101,000 by 
mid-2011. 

The U.S. troop surge was supposed to put so much 
military pressure on the Taliban that its leaders — most of 
whom are in Pakistan — would feel compelled to come to the 
peace table. That hasn’t happened. Preliminary contacts 
began, but have been stymied. 

When he announced his decision in December 2009 to 
send the 33,000 extra troops, Obama said it was aimed at 
seizing the initiative in a war that was “not lost, but for several 
years ... has moved backwards.” 

Battlefield momentum was regained but doubts persist 
about how long-lasting the progress will prove to be. 

Stephen Biddle, a professor of international affairs at 
George Washington University and an occasional consultant 
to U.S. commanders in Afghanistan, said Monday he’s grown 
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more pessimistic about the handoff of security duties to the 
Afghans in 2014. 

“It looks like what we’re going to be handing off is a 
stalemated war,” he said in a telephone interview Monday, 
“which means the U.S. Congress will be asked to write these 
checks (to support Afghan forces) for years and years and 
years with no plausible argument that we’re going to bring this 
to a successful conclusion, at least on the battlefield.” 

Troubling is piling up so rapidly that some analysts 
wonder where it will lead. 

“We’ve had this series of unfortunate events, the grand 
total of which it’s really hard to read in any remotely positive 
manner,” said Douglas Ollivant, a former Army officer who 
served in Iraq during the 2007-08 American troop surge and in 
2010-11 was the senior counterinsurgency adviser to the U.S. 
commander of the eastern sector of Afghanistan. He is now a 
senior fellow at the New America Foundation, a think tank. 

Worries about Afghan soldiers and police turning their 
guns on their U.S. and allied partners have reached the point 
where Gen. John Allen, the top U.S. commander there, 
directed lower-level commanders on Sunday to review 
security protections and to limit some partnered operations 
with the Afghans temporarily. 

And it prompted Gen. Martin Dempsey, chairman of the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff, to say Sunday that insider attacks have 
become a “very serious threat” to the war campaign. 
“Something has to change,” he declared. He also suggested 

that the Afghan government needs to be more aggressive 
about making those changes. 

But Defense Secretary Leon Panetta struck a different 
tone by saying Monday that the insider attacks are a “last 
gasp” by a weakened Taliban. Whatever the connection 
between these attacks, which so far this year have killed 51 
allied troops — mostly Americans — and the Taliban, they 
were not a problem when the surge began. 

In just the past three days there have been at least three 
insider attacks, killing two British and four American troops. 
The third attack, on Monday, wounded at least one civilian 
contractor but resulted in no fatalities. 

Obama also directed that the reinforcements start coming 
home by July 2011, and he ordered that all return by this 
month. 

U.S. and coalition officials say the overall war plan 
remains on track, with Afghan forces taking more of a lead 
role in fighting the Taliban insurgency over the next two 
years. The combat role for international forces is scheduled to 
end in December 2014, although some thousands of troops are 
to remain in various support roles. 

Often forgotten is that U.S. troop levels increased more in 
Obama’s first year in office — from about 32,000 to about 
68,000 — than during the surge. Portions of those early 
increases were leftover requests from U.S. commanders for 
reinforcements that President George W. Bush did not act on 
before leaving office. 
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18. Police Contain Afghan Rage Over Film, As Protests Spread Elsewhere 
(NEW YORK TIMES 18 SEP 12) ... Matthew Rosenberg and Sangar Rahimi 

KABUL, Afghanistan — Facing Afghanistan’s first 
significant outbreak of violence over an anti-Islam film that 
has inflamed mobs elsewhere, the police moved swiftly on 
Monday to contain rampaging groups of young men who were 
burning tires and throwing stones along a thoroughfare leading 
east out of Kabul, keeping the protesters from advancing 
toward the city and dispersing them within hours. 

A large American base along the route taken by the 
protesters remained untouched throughout Monday morning’s 
unrest, and there were no reports of deaths or serious injuries 
among the police or protesters. 

The work by the police earned the praise of Gen. John R. 
Allen, the commander of the American-led military forces in 
Afghanistan, and capped nearly a week in which the Afghan 
government has quietly worked behind the scenes to keep 
anger over the American-made film, which mocks the Prophet 
Muhammad, from turning violent. As news of the protests 
spread around the world last week, Afghan officials across the 
country gathered elders and religious leaders and told them 
that it was fine to speak out against the film, “The Innocence 
of Muslims,” but that they should urge people to stay calm and 
avoid violence. 

Those efforts have continued — many sermons delivered 
during last week’s Friday Prayer, for instance, were 
vehemently anti-American and sharply critical of the movie 
yet concluded with urgings to keep the peace. 

Afghan and Western officials on Monday said having 
those kinds of messages delivered by religious and tribal 
leaders had gone a long way toward averting a repeat of the 
violence that gripped wide areas of Afghanistan earlier this 

year after American soldiers burned Korans at a base north of 
Kabul. 

The government also asked Internet providers to block 
sites hosting a clip of the film, shutting down access to 
Google, YouTube and Gmail in the process. Access to Google 
and Gmail appeared to have been restored on Monday 
afternoon, though officials said YouTube remained blocked 
for most Internet users. 

The relative calm in Afghanistan, despite Monday’s 
outburst, has stood in stark contrast to events elsewhere in the 
Muslim world since last Tuesday when the American 
ambassador to Libya, J. Christopher Stevens, was killed in an 
attack on the United States diplomatic mission in Benghazi as 
protests spread from neighboring Egypt. New outbreaks were 
reported Monday in Indonesia, Pakistan, Lebanon and Iran. 

In Jakarta, the Indonesian capital, police firing tear gas 
and water cannons moved against hundreds of demonstrators 
who had gathered outside the American Embassy to express 
opposition to the film. Some protesters set fire to an American 
flag, while others hurled rocks and gasoline bombs and burned 
tires, news reports said. 

Demonstrations spread across Pakistan, where the 
government restricted Internet access to YouTube and other 
sites containing what the Telecommunication Authority called 
anti-Islamic material. The police clashed with protesters 
outside the United States Consulates in Lahore and Karachi, 
and dozens were reported hurt. In the Upper Dir district of 
northwest Pakistan, police officers opened fire on 600 student 
protesters, leaving at least one dead. In Islamabad, the United 
States Embassy suspended public services. 
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In Beirut, Lebanon, Hassan Nasrallah, the leader of the 
Lebanese Shiite Muslim group Hezbollah, condemned the 
video during a rare public appearance at a peaceful protest of 
thousands far from the United States Embassy. He said 
countries around the world should block Web sites carrying 
the video, and that its producers should be “punished.” 

“America, which uses the pretext of freedom of 
expression, should understand that airing the entire movie will 
have repercussions in the world that are dangerous, dangerous, 
very dangerous!” he said. 

Student protesters were also mobilized to denounce the 
film in Iran, where the supreme leader, Ayatollah Ali 
Khamenei, blamed what he called the West’s “Islamophobic 
policies of arrogance and Zionism” and dismissed American 
government criticism of the film as meaningless. In a speech 
to police cadets, reported by Iran’s official news media, the 
ayatollah said Western countries “should acquit themselves of 
such a heavy crime not in words but in deed.” 

There were also unconfirmed reports, apparently 
originating in an account on Sunday by the Iranian Students’ 
News Agency, that a religious foundation had enriched its 
death bounty on Salman Rushdie, the British author whose 
novel “The Satanic Verses” was deemed a blasphemy 
punishable by death 23 years ago by Iran’s revolutionary icon, 
Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini. The news agency said the 
bounty was increased to $3.3 million from $2.8 million for 
Mr. Rushdie, considered by Iran’s clerics to be the inspiration 
for insults to Islam. 

In Afghanistan on Monday, as in other parts of the world, 
most of the protesters were young men, who chanted for the 
death of America, Israel, Britain and President Hamid 
Karzai’s government. 

The police here responded in force to quell the rioting. 
Scores of regular officers and riot police officers wearing 
helmets and protected by shields battled groups of young men 
throughout the morning. 

The NATO-led coalition said the base that lies along 
Jalalabad Road, Camp Phoenix, had not been targeted by the 
protesters and was unaffected by the violence. 

But outside its well-fortified walls, the charred remains of 
shipping containers could be seen, though it was impossible to 
tell from the blackened steel shells whether they had been 

carrying supplies for the base or were being used by others not 
connected to the military. 

Ayub Salangi, Kabul’s police chief, said about 50 
policemen had sustained light wounds trying to keep the 
protesters in check. He, too, was left with some bruises and 
cuts from stones hurled by protesters. 

At least two police cars were set ablaze, he said. By late 
morning, other smoldering vehicles could be seen along the 
road, as well as the burning shipping containers and piles of 
flaming tires. Plumes of black smoke were visible from the 
center of the city. 

For many of the people who live near Jalalabad Road or 
work at the shops and construction depots that line it the 
protest was an unwelcome disruption that had accomplished 
little apart from destroying property. A man in his mid-30s, 
who declined to be identified by name, cursed the protesters 
for burning tires and shouted at them: “Will your dad pay for 
the road’s damages?” None of the protesters seemed to hear 
him. 

“They can express their pure Islamic emotions, but this is 
not the way to do it,” he said. “The government built this road 
with money we beg from foreigners and now they are 
destroying it.” 

The protests abated by noon, and a few hours later the 
road was clogged with its usual workday traffic. 

Most officials gave only vague estimates of the size of the 
protest, saying hundreds of men took part. But one senior 
police officer, Gen. Ahmad Fahim Qayam, who commands the 
quick-reaction force of the Kabul police, told reporters that the 
crowd had numbered 3,000 to 4,000. 

Mr. Salangi, the police chief, described the protesters as 
“emotional” young men. 

In an unusual step, the American command released a 
statement praising the police, who did not appear to use deadly 
force in containing the unrest. 

General Allen singled out the police chief, saying in the 
statement that “we watched his great efforts at peacefully 
containing the demonstrations. We all admire his courage and 
his leadership, and that of his brave police.” 

Reporting was contributed by Alan Cowell from London; 
Salman Masood from Islamabad, Pakistan; Hania Mourtada 
from Beirut, Lebanon; and Rick Gladstone from New York. 
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PERSONNEL: 
19. Navy Names Adm. Stockdale Award Winners 
(NAVY TIMES 17 SEP 12) ... Sam Fellman 

The Navy awarded its top leadership prize to the former 
commanding officer of a destroyer and the CO of an attack 
submarine, the chief of naval personnel announced Monday. 

The joint winners of the prestigious Vice Adm. James 
Bond Stockdale leadership award, given annually to the 
Navy’s top two COs, were selected from a competitive field of 
10 finalists and represent both the Pacific and Atlantic fleets. 

Cmdr. Chase Patrick, the Pacific Fleet winner, was 
chosen for his time in 2011 commanding the destroyer Chafee, 
based in Pearl Harbor, Hawaii. A 1994 graduate of the 
University of Virginia, Patrick commanded Chafee until 
October, 2011. During his 18-year career, Patrick has served 
aboard cruisers Lake Erie and Port Royal, frigate Crommelin, 

destroyer Paul Hamilton and was the executive officer on 
destroyer Chung-Hoon, according to his official biography. 
Patrick holds master’s degrees from the Naval Postgraduate 
School and the Marine Corps University, Command and Staff 
College. 

Cmdr. Brian Sittlow, CO of Norfolk, Va.-based attack sub 
Boise, is the Fleet Forces Command winner. Sittlow is a 1993 
Naval Academy graduate who has served aboard attack subs 
Archerfish and Virginia, deep submergence vessel NR-1 and 
ballistic missile sub Henry M. Jackson, according to his 
official bio. Sittlow holds a master’s degree from the Naval 
War College in Newport, R.I. 
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The award guidelines require eligible peers to nominate 
commanding officers, who are commanders and below, from 
unrestricted line commands. Nominees are screened by how 
well they embody the leadership ethos of Vice Adm. James 
Bond Stockdale, a Vietnam P.O.W. who earned a Medal of 
Honor for leading a resistance campaign against his North 
Vietnamese captors. Past winners include Adm. Cecil Haney, 
the Pacific Fleet commander, Chief of Naval Operations Adm. 
Jon Greenert and retired Adm. Mike Mullen, the former 
chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. 

After a screening by fleet commanders, a board of senior 
officers made the final selections, said NAVADMIN 282/12, 
released Monday by Vice Adm. Scott Van Buskirk. Here are 
the Pacific Fleet finalists: 

 Cmdr. Frederic Goldhammer, CO of VAW-117 

 Cmdr. David Lott, former CO of attack submarine 
Hampton 

 Cmdr. Matthew Rosenbloom, former CO of SEAL 
Team 7 

 Cmdr. Tabb Stringer, CO of VAQ-138 
And here Fleet Forces Command finalists: 

 Cmdr. Daniel Gillen, CO of destroyer McFaul 

 Cmdr. Kevin Hanson, former CO of Maritime 
Expeditionary Security Squadron 2 

 Cmdr. Michael Hayes, CO of SEAL Team 2 

 Cmdr. Louis Schager, CO of VFA-34 
The awards will be presented in November. 
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20. Study: Military Drinking 'Culture' Now A 'Crisis' 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 17 SEP 12) ... Pauline Jelinek 

WASHINGTON— Abusing alcohol and drugs has been 
part of military culture historically: troops do it for fun, to ease 
the stresses of war or to be part of the brotherhood. 

But a new report says substance use and misuse among 
troops and their families has become a "public health crisis" 
and that Pentagon methods for dealing with it are out-of-date. 

In a study requested by the Defense Department, the 
Institute of Medicine report Monday said: 

 About 20 percent of active-duty service members 
reported they engaged in heavy drinking in 2008, the 
latest year for which data was available. (Heavy 
drinking was defined as five or more drinks a day as 
a regular practice.) 

 Binge-drinking increased from 35 percent in 1998 to 
47 percent in 2008. (That's five or more drinks at a 
sitting for men, four or more for women, but done 
perhaps just once or twice a month as opposed to 
each week). 

 While rates of both illicit and prescription drug abuse 
are low, the rate of medication misuse is rising. Just 2 
percent of active-duty personnel reported misusing 
prescription drugs in 2002 compared with 11 percent 
in 2008. 

 The armed forces' programs and policies have not 
evolved to effectively address medication misuse and 
abuse. 

"Better care for service members and their families is 
hampered by inadequate prevention strategies, staffing 
shortages, lack of coverage for services that are proved to 
work, and stigma associated with these disorders," said 
Charles P. O'Brien of the University of Pennsylvania's Center 
for Studies of Addiction and chairman of the study committee. 

Defense Department spokeswoman Cynthia Smith said 
officials Monday were analyzing the report. 

"We want to do the right thing for the service member," 
Smith said. "If there are areas in need of improvement, then 
we will work to improve those areas." 

Substance abuse has "long been a concern for the U.S. 
population and for its military in particular," the report noted. 
"Dating as far back as the Revolutionary War, Dr. Benjamin 
Rush detailed the effects of alcohol on the troops. During the 
Civil War, addiction to opium prescribed for pain became 
known as the 'soldier's disease.'" 

Today, the military's approach to treating substance abuse 
"tends to be old-fashioned," O'Brien said, noting the example 
of the military's reluctance to use medications that can combat 
cravings and in other ways help treat addiction, he said. 

"Modern treatment of substance abuse does involve 
medications. There are FDA-approved, effective medications 
that could be used and should be used much more than they 
are," he said. 

Another problem is an overreliance on hospitalization and 
in-patient rehabilitation facilities, rather than the outpatient 
care that characterizes most civilian addiction treatment. 

"Addiction tends to be chronic," O'Brien explained. "The 
basic pathology of the addiction has a memory. It doesn't go 
away that quickly." 

Military counselors also need better training. 
"We reviewed the training materials the U.S. Navy uses 

for counselor training. Those materials are based on guidelines 
originally written in 1984. They haven't updated them," said 
Dr. Dennis McCarty, a professor of public health and 
preventive medicine at the Oregon Health and Science 
University. "We think there's a substantial opportunity to 
enhance the training for the counselors" who work with 
active-duty military personnel. 

To reduce the stigma attached to getting help — and thus 
drawing more troops into its programs — the military should 
integrate prevention and treatment efforts more into primary 
health care and do more to preserve confidentiality for those 
seeking help, the report said. 
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AVIATION / DRONES: 
21. Pentagon Tells Lockheed To Shape Up On F-35 Fighter 
(REUTERS 17 SEP 12) ... Andrea Shalal-Esa 

WASHINGTON -- Pentagon officials slammed Lockheed 
Martin Corp's performance on the $396 billion F-35 fighter jet 
program and said they would not bail out the program again if 
problems with the plane's cutting-edge pilot helmet and 
software were not resolved. 

Deputy F-35 program manager Air Force Major General 
Christopher Bogdan said on Monday the government's 
relationship with Lockheed was the "worst I've ever seen" in 
many years of working on complex acquisition programs. 

He said those tensions posed a bigger threat to the 
Pentagon's biggest weapons program than even nagging 
problems on the plane's software, helmet and a complex 
computer system that manages functions ranging from parts 
supply to mission planning. 

The F-35 was designed to work with a sophisticated 
helmet that displays all the information the pilot needs to fly 
the plane. 

Air Force Secretary Michael Donley told reporters the 
Pentagon had no more money to pour into the program after 
three costly restructurings in recent years. That meant any 
additional cost overruns would eat into the number of planes 
to be ordered, schedule delays or reduced capabilities, he said. 

"The department is done with major restructures that 
involve transferring billions of dollars into the F-35 program 
from somewhere else in the defense budget. There's no further 
flexibility or tolerance for that approach," Donley said. 

The unusually public criticism of Lockheed's work on the 
F-35 program followed a "very painful" September 7 review 
that focused an array of ongoing program challenges. 

Lockheed responded with a brief statement, saying it 
would continue to work with the Pentagon's F-35 program 
office to deliver the new fighter. "We remain committed to 
continuing our work to solve program challenges and build on 
the momentum and success we've achieved during the past 
couple of years," said spokesman Michael Rein. 

Bogdan, who joined the program five weeks ago and is 
slated to move into the top spot later this year, said the 
Pentagon needed to revamp its overall approach to the 
program even as it maintained pressure on Lockheed to 
improve its performance. 

"We've got to shed our baggage," Bogdan told reporters 
after a speech at the annual Air Force Association conference, 
vowing to shake up the Pentagon's program office once the 
U.S. Senate confirms him to replace retiring Navy Vice 
Admiral David Venlet. 

"We've got to fundamentally change the way we day to 
day do business with Lockheed Martin," Bogdan said, citing 
his dissatisfaction with contract talks for a fifth batch of 
fighters that have dragged on for over nine months. He said 
the Pentagon also needed to stop making changes to the 
program, calling such moves destabilizing to an already 
complex program. 

Bogdan is no stranger to difficult programs, having led 
the Air Force's controversial effort to buy a new refueling 
plane, which eventually saw Boeing Co beat out Europe's 
EADS. 

On Monday, Bogdan used his first public appearance 
since switching to the F-35 program to speak openly about the 
program's challenges. He said it was important to be realistic. 

Lockheed Chief Executive Robert Stevens has publicly 
expressed frustration about the Pentagon's demands for 
thousands of pages of additional cost data as part of those 
negotiations, arguing that requests were delaying the contract 
talks. 

Bogdan faulted both sides for the impasse, noting 
Lockheed had dragged its heels in answering some of those 
requests, but also questioning why all the data was needed in 
the first place. 

He said Lockheed and the Pentagon needed to streamline 
the contract negotiations process or production would have to 
be further slowed down, a prospect that could prove 
problematic for the company and its many suppliers, who had 
been counting on much higher production rates by this point in 
the program. 

Bogdan said there was more actual cost data available, 
given that the company had been building planes for some 
time, but said the government still pressed for more savings. 

Bogdan gave a lukewarm assessment of the program, 
saying it was at a "good point, not great," and that he had only 
"reasonable confidence" that the current plan would succeed. 

He said the program still had a significant amount of 
flight testing to do, having completed only about one-third of 
the required flight testing. 

There were also continuing issues with the plane's helmet, 
overall software development and the automated logistics 
system, Bogdan said, adding that the Pentagon was working 
closely with Lockheed to address those areas. 

The project is incredibly ambitious, given that the helmet 
integrates data from all of the F-35's sensors and cameras, 
allowing pilots to essentially see through the plane's floor and 
all around it. It must update the data constantly even when the 
plane travels at supersonic speeds and carries out complex 
maneuvers. 

The helmet is being designed by a joint venture of Israel's 
Elbit and Rockwell Collins. 

Lockheed has also signed a contract with BAE Systems 
for work on a slightly less ambitious helmet but Bogdan told 
reporters on Monday that the Pentagon was still evaluating 
how quickly the alternate helmet could be integrated into the 
airplane. 

Bogdan said Lockheed was improving its production 
process, and costs were coming down, but the pace of 
improvement needed to pick up. He said Lockheed's suppliers 
were doing a better job reducing scrap and rework rates than 
the prime contractor. 

He said the Pentagon needed to look at different 
approaches to the overall issue of sustaining the plane to bring 
in more competition across the board, including on the 
troubled Autonomic Logistics and Information System 
(ALIS). 

Security challenges to that system required a revamp 
earlier this year, but Bogdan said the new version was being 
tested and should be ready in time for the Marine Corps to 
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start using it when it stands up an initial squadron in Arizona 
in November. 

He said it was imperative to fix the ALIS system because 
it was so integral to the plane's operation, adding, "If we don't 
get ALIS right, we don't fly airplanes. It is that simple. It is 
that critical to the program." 

He said he was less optimistic that all the issues with the 
helmet, including jitter in the display, delays and night vision 
gaps, would be fully addressed by 2015, when the Marines 
want to begin using the new single-seat, stealthy fighters. 

"Time is not on our side when it comes to the Marine IOC 
(initial operational capability)," Bogdan said. 

Bogdan said the program also had work to do on the F-
35C-model being developed for use on board Navy aircraft 
carriers. He said a reworked tailhook system succeeded only 
five of eight times during flight tests earlier this year, but said 
he was confident that the issue would be fixed. 

"That one is not rocket science," he said. 
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22. Carrier UAV’s Longer Wave-Off Window Could Pose Risk 
(NAVY TIMES 24 SEP 12) ... Joshua Stewart 

Waving off an incoming, unmanned X-47B from a carrier 
landing takes two seconds longer than it does to wave off a 
manned aircraft — and that has some aviators concerned it 
could lead to danger on the flight deck. 

The issue was raised during the recent Tailhook 
Symposium in Sparks, Nev. 

An approaching X-47B can be diverted by a landing 
signal officer five seconds before landing, said Tighe 
Parmenter, business development manager at Northrop 
Grumman for the Navy’s unmanned com-bat air system 
demonstration program, or UCAS-D. 

A manned aircraft can be diverted as late as three 
seconds, said Parmenter and some LSOs. 

Naval Air Systems Command did not respond to request 
for comment, but LSOs at Tailhook, who spoke anonymously, 
said it was a serious concern and a major topic at an LSO 
training conference earlier in the year. 

Northrop Grumman is trying to get LSOs those extra two 
seconds, Parmenter said. 

The software should be updated by April, when the plane 
does its first trap on the carrier Dwight D. Eisenhower, he 
added. 

Parmenter said he didn’t know why the two-second gap 
exists. It’s possible that a five-second standard was included in 

the requirements and the software code. The aircraft’s engines 
are able to handle the physical demands of a three-second 
waveoff, he said. 

With the exception of wave-off times, unmanned aircraft 
are expected to handle carrier landings much better than their 
manned counterparts. 

“Just like a quarterback leading the receiver, it will say, 
‘I’m going to spot 12 feet in front of the three wire,’ and 
through its autopilot and its vehicle management system, 
begin to set itself to come in and land,” Parmenter said. 

Northrop Grumman modeling shows that the X-47B, 
using a sophisticated GPS program, will land in its targeted 
landing zone 96 percent of the time. However, those models 
could not account for the ship’s pitch, a variable that makes 
landings more difficult. 

Two X-47Bs are at Naval Air Station Patuxent River, 
Md., where they are going through a series of evaluations. In 
December, one will be lifted via crane onto the carrier Harry 
S. Truman, where it will launch via catapult and fly to an 
airfield. 

Additional tests, including arrested landings, are 
scheduled for April onboard Eisenhower. 
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23. DARPA Funds Drones To Hunt Quiet Diesel Subs 
(DEFENSE NEWS 17 SEP 12) ... Sam Fellman 

The U.S. Navy has moved one step closer to designing the 
next generation of submarine chasers: roving drone ships 
capable of scanning the seas for the quietest diesel subs. 

The vision for these trimarans, a project funded by the 
U.S. Defense Department’s advanced research arm, is to 
detect and trail foreign subs across thousands of kilometers for 
months at a time — all largely without human intervention. 

While tracking the sub via sonar, the drone ships would 
be able to safely navigate, avoiding shoals and other ships. 

After proving this core concept was feasible, the Defense 
Advanced Research Projects Agency awarded $58 million 
Aug. 16 to military contractor SAIC to design, build and test 
these autonomous subhunters. But the unmanned vessels will 
require years of development and testing to consistently 
accomplish feats challenging for the best human crews. 

The biggest engineering challenge will be proving a 
design that can autonomously drive itself through the ocean 
and avoid other ships while simultaneously tracking very quiet 

subs for periods of up to three months, an ability one engineer 
called “intelligent autonomy.” 

“Building a boat is rather easy,” said retired Capt. Rick 
Simon, director of Spatial Integrated Systems, a contractor 
working with DARPA to help these vessels navigate through 
high sea states. “But make that thing smart enough to go out 
there for 90 days and not have to call home to Mama and ask 
for help — that’s the hard part.” 

If these many technological hurdles are scaled, the Navy 
could have a relatively cheap way to neutralize the diesel subs, 
which are used by regimes such as North Korea, China and 
Iran and represent one of its foremost threats. 

“Our goal is to transition an operational game-changer to 
the Navy,” said Scott Littlefield, a program manager at 
DARPA, in an Aug. 16 news release. “This should create an 
asymmetry to our advantage, negating a challenging 
submarine threat at one-tenth their cost of building subs.” 
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The next three years will be busy as SAIC and 
subcontractors design and construct an integrated, autonomous 
boat capable of detecting diesel subs. 

DARPA expects vessel prototypes to start at-sea tests in 
2015. Building such complex autonomous vessels will likely 
lead to technological breakthroughs that affect other parts of 
the Navy. 

But as this system transitions from concept to fleet reality, 
the Navy will have to resolve larger issues about how to make 

a gee-whiz design relevant in wartime, one former submarine 
captain said. 

“Is this a peacetime or a wartime capability?” said the 
retired officer, who asked to remain anonymous to speak 
candidly about a defense contract. He highlighted the vessels’ 
vulnerability in wartime, such as against the Chinese navy. 

“If this thing is out there, banging away on top of a 
submarine with active [sonar],” he said, “why wouldn’t the 
Chinese just kill it?” 
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SURFACE FLEET: 
24. New U.S. Amphib Anchorage Delivered 
(DEFENSE NEWS 17 SEP 12) ... Christopher P. Cavas 

The new amphibious transport dock ship Anchorage was 
accepted by the Navy Sept. 17 after a brief, two-day underway 
period to check fixes and corrections that delayed completion 
by almost two months. 

Although the ship ran acceptance sea trials in mid-June — 
characterized by several Navy officials as revealing a 
“normal” amount of deficiencies — an issue with improperly 
installed bolts came to light in mid-July. Discovered only days 
before the ship’s planned July 23 delivery date, the problem 
affected bolts that hold the frames for the ship’s main 
propulsion engines to the hull. 

The problem was discovered by an Avondale shipyard 
inspector who noticed the improper bolt installations on the 
Somerset, a ship of the same class that is in a later stage of 
construction. Further inspections were ordered on the 
Anchorage, where similar problems were discovered. 

The problems now have been corrected, according to the 
Naval Sea Systems Command. 

In a Sept. 17 statement, the command said that 
Huntington Ingalls Industries (HII) — the parent company of 
Avondale — “completed all work related to fitted bolt 
inspection and replacement, as required, at the end of August. 

“Of the 361 bolts inspected, 278 were accepted and 83 
were replaced. A successful post-repair trial, which included 

full power ahead and astern runs to demonstrate propulsion 
plant alignment, was conducted September 12-13. 

“Regarding root cause, the bolts were fitted properly but 
did not have the correct thread engagement and relief cuts to 
meet the ship’s underwater shock requirements. The root 
cause of the deficiency was HII’s Avondale facility not 
following proper work procedures when fabricating the bolts.” 

The Anchorage is the seventh ship of 11 planned San 
Antonio-class ships. With a displacement of 25,883 tons at full 
load, the ships are among the largest amphibious transport 
dock ships in the world, able to carry and operate a variety of 
aircraft, landing craft, tanks and vehicles, and more than 700 
Marines. 

The Anchorage is the penultimate ship to be built at the 
Avondale shipyard near New Orleans. Parent company 
Huntington Ingalls Industries will shutter the facility after the 
delivery next year of the Somerset, and all additional amphibs 
will be built at the company’s Ingalls shipyard in Pascagoula, 
Miss. 

The big amphib’s sailaway date — when the ship leaves 
the shipyard for the last time — now is scheduled to take place 
Oct. 24, just over a month after the originally planned date. 
While the Anchorage will be based at San Diego, her 
commissioning ceremony in the spring will take place at her 
namesake city in Alaska. 
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25. USS Fort Worth Arrives In Galveston - Western-Style 
(FORT WORTH STAR-TELEGRAM 17 SEP 12) ... Scott Nishimura 

The crew of what officially will become the USS Fort 
Worth at its commissioning Saturday is, in the spirit of the 
city, donning Western-style hardhats as the newest of the 
Navy's next-generation coastal water combat ships arrived 
Monday in Galveston. 

The crew has even nicknamed the mess decks 
"Cowtown," said T.D. Smyers, chairman of the nonprofit USS 
Fort Worth Commissioning and Support Committee. 

"They're a very motivated bunch of Sailors," said Smyers, 
a retired Navy captain and former commander of Fort Worth's 
Naval Air Station Joint Reserve Base. "They're motivated to 
carry the name of Fort Worth. It's pretty cool to see them 
adopting the part." 

The ship, launched in Wisconsin and built by Lockheed 
Martin and partners, arrived in Galveston after a lengthy trip 

that began in the Great Lakes and moved down the St. 
Lawrence River toward Nova Scotia and the Atlantic Ocean. 

The Fort Worth will become the first Navy vessel to carry 
the name of the nation's 16th largest city, after a lengthy 
campaign by U.S. Rep. Kay Granger. The Navy has sent into 
service vessels named after Dallas, Houston, San Antonio and 
Corpus Christi. 

Small Ship, Big Spirit 
The Fort Worth will be Navy's third littoral combat ship, a 

speedy, light, maneuverable vessel designed to work in 
shallow waters, if necessary, and carrying easy-to-switch 
modules for missions such as mine detection, anti-submarine 
warfare and surface warfare against such threats as terrorists. 

The post-9-11 idea was envisioned by Gordon England, 
the deputy defense secretary under President George W. Bush 
and former CEO of Lockheed Martin Fort Worth. After the 
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commissioning, the Fort Worth will sail to its new home base, 
San Diego, Calif. 

A raft of Fort Worth dignitaries are to attend this week's 
activities. They include England, who will keynote the 
commissioning; Granger; Fort Worth Mayor Betsy Price and 
City Council members; former Mayor Mike Moncrief; North 
Texas Congressman Michael Burges; former Texas Secretary 
of State Roger Williams; and Congressman Reid Riddle of 
Wisconsin, whose Marinette Marine shipyard launched the 
ship in 2010. The vessel since then has been undergoing tests 
and being outfitted. 

Four tour buses of youths and chaperones from the 
Arlington Heights and Joshua high schools Junior ROTC 
units, the Lone Star and Forrestal squadron of the Naval Sea 
Cadet Corps, and Arlington's Boy Scout Troop 380 are headed 
to the commissioning, Parker said. Veterans groups such as 
the Tin Can Sailors are also coming, she said. 

Tickets are free to Saturday's 10 a.m. commissioning at 
Pier 21, and only a small number of the 3,200 remained 
Monday, said Mattie Parker, director of the commissioning 
committee. 

"There is very limited availability of tickets left," Parker 
said. For more information, visit the website 
www.ussfortworth.org. 

For people who can't make it to Galveston, a simulcast in 
downtown Fort Worth is scheduled from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 
p.m. Saturday on the parking lot at Fourth Street, between 
Houston and Throckmorton streets. The sponsors -- Sundance 
Square, the commissioning committee and Downtown Fort 
Worth Inc. -- are rolling in a 9-by-16-foot TV screen. 

The Navy is paying for the commissioning ceremony, but 
the commissioning committee has been raising money to 
throw a Friday night "Black Tie and Boots" gala in Galveston, 
which will host the crew and their families for free, and help 
fund recreational improvements to the ship and support for 
families in the coming years. 

Fundraising Ahead 
The ship is expected to be in the fleet for 30 or more 

years. Williams, who was committee chair before stepping 
aside, helped raise more than $300,000. 

The two envision fundraising continuing throughout the 
life of the ship. 

"We basically have ownership in this ship for several 
generations, " Williams said. "We want to be able to help the 
crew and, when they come to Fort Worth, honor them, because 
they're going to represent our community all over the world." 

Monday, the committee and Texas Rangers are hosting 20 
members of the crew at the Rangers' home game in Arlington. 
One of the ship's two commanding officers is to throw out the 
first pitch. 

The committee will consult with the Navy to determine 
the ship's needs, Smyers and Williams said. 

Smyers envisions such possibilities as books, games, tools 
that allow Sailors to communicate with family members and 
exercise equipment. Williams said scholarships are also a 
possibility. 

"We'll be working with the crew very, very closely to see 
what kinds of things make a difference in their welfare," 
Smyers said. 

The committee would also be available to help families 
that struggle after a Sailor is deployed, Smyers said. The 
committee is looking into sponsoring a family day this fall, he 
said. 

The Navy has committed to buying at least 20 of the ships 
through 2015 at a cost of about $7 billion. Ten will be from 
Lockheed Martin, and 10 from a General Dynamics-led team. 
Lockheed produced the first littoral ship, and GD the second. 

Free tours of the soon-to-be USS Fort Worth are 
available, 1 p.m.-4 p.m. Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday, 
with the last tour starting at 3:30 p.m. 
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CONGRESS / BUDGET: 
26. DOD: Upcoming Budget Plan Won't Take Sequestration Into Account 
(THE HILL 17 SEP 12) ... Carlo Muñoz 

As the Defense Department pieces together its budget 
blueprint for the upcoming fiscal year, Pentagon number 
crunchers will not factor the potential sequestration fallout 
into their analysis. 

The heads of all U.S. government agencies submitted 
their fiscal 2014 proposals to the White House's Office of 
Management and Budget last week, except for the Pentagon. 

The Defense Department's budgeting process differs from 
those of other U.S. governmental agencies, DOD 
spokeswoman Lt. Col. Elizabeth Robbins explained to The 
Hill shortly after the OMB deadline expired last week. 

DOD officials continue to confer with their service 
counterparts and administration officials on the specific details 
of the department's upcoming fiscal '14 proposal, she said. 

However, one detail that is not being discussed during 
those preliminary budget talks inside the Pentagon and White 
House is the possible impact of sequestration. 

Congress has a little over four months to come up with an 
alternative spending plan to avoid nearly $500 billion in 
automatic spending cuts to Defense Department coffers. 

The cuts are part of the administration's sequestration 
plan, which was included in last year's debt-reduction deal 
with lawmakers. 

The cuts are scheduled to go into effect this January. 
DOD's fiscal '14 budget plan is due to Capitol Hill in 
February. 

When asked if department officials are drafting two 
budgets — one reflecting normal Pentagon expenditures and 
another reflecting the fiscal impact of sequestration — 
Robbins said the answer was an emphatic no. 

"As we have said before, we are not planning for 
sequestration to take place, and that includes our work on the 
[fiscal] '14 budget," she told The Hill last Wednesday. 

Robbins's comments came days before the White House 
issued its highly anticipated report detailing the impacts of the 
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looming budget cuts on specific areas of U.S. national 
defense. 

Congress mandated the report, released last Friday, from 
the Obama administration in an effort to pry details out of the 
White House on the cuts. 

It was the clearest picture to date of where the ax will fall 
if lawmakers fail to prevent the automatic spending cuts with 
new legislation. 

Republicans have hammered the Obama administration 
for not putting out its own plan to fix the cuts, which became 
law after the congressional supercommittee failed to come to 
an agreement on the federal deficit. 

Discretionary spending accounts for the Defense 
Department will be cut by 10 percent, according to the 
administration report. Non-discretionary funds for the 
Pentagon will also be reduced, but at the lower rate of 9.4 
percent, according to the administration's report. 

On the non-military side, discretionary accounts will be 
trimmed across the board by more than 8 percent, including a 
2 percent cut to Medicare spending, the administration's 
assessment states. 

While strictly preliminary assessments, the budget cuts 
under sequestration "should never be implemented" because 

the level and manner of cuts called for under sequestration 
represent a "blunt and indiscriminate instrument" by which to 
balance the budget, senior administration officials told 
reporters on Friday, shortly after the report's release. 

Congressional Republicans argue the House has already 
passed legislation that would reverse them, but the Democrat-
controlled Senate and the White House refuse to take action 
on those plans. They continued that line of attack shortly after 
the report's release. 

"This report confirms that the president’s ‘sequester’ is a 
serious threat to our national security and must be replaced," 
House Speaker John Boehner (R-Ohio) said on Friday. 

"But ... President Obama and [congressional] Democrats 
have taken no action whatsoever to avert these cuts," Boehner 
noted. 

In a statement released the same day, Senate Minority 
Leader Mitch McConnell (R-Ky.) added that the report 
"highlights the crippling effect these reductions will have on 
our nation’s security." 

House Republicans will have an opportunity to discuss 
the cuts during a House Armed Services Committee hearing 
on sequestration that will feature Pentagon Comptroller Robert 
Hale and the deputies for all four service chiefs. 
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27. Sequestration Could Hurt Cyber Defense Programs 
(NEXTGOV 17 SEP 12) ... Aliya Sternstein 

Impending cuts of about $900 million from Homeland 
Security Department infrastructure and network protection 
funds and other federal cybersecurity accounts could knock 
out support for private sector cyber defense programs, some 
budget analysts say. 

Research and development grants, forensics equipment 
for prosecuting cybercrime cases and other corporate network 
security assistance could be scaled back, the experts said. But 
front-line security of government networks likely would dodge 
cuts. 

The Obama administration on Friday released initial 
estimates for dollars that could be subtracted from agency 
accounts in January 2013. Homeland Security infrastructure 
protection and information security activities are confronting a 
$911 million cut under sequestration, unless Congress can 
pass a budget alternative. 

“Deep across-the-board cuts will make it hard for the 
federal government to demand anything regarding 
cybersecurity out of industry,” said Christopher Bronk, a 
former State Department diplomat who is now a fellow in 
information technology policy at Rice University. The victims 
could be “the national labs that work on securing the grids,” 
he said. Energy Department support for cybersecurity 
industrial control systems “would go away,” creating a 
situation “where the power companies are pretty much on their 
own.” 

Should sequestration go through, agency accounts would 
be shrink by roughly equal percentages but departments could 
choose to reduce programs within accounts in proportion to 
each activity’s importance, said Ray Bjorklund, chief 
knowledge officer at federal sector market research firm 
Deltek. For example, funding for Homeland Security 
emergency communications may face a steeper cut than 
cybersecurity. 

“You just don’t gut the important missions,” Bjorklund 
said. “But there probably will be some degree of an impact on 
cyber -- who knows how the agencies are going to go about 
it.” Perhaps FBI investigators could see money for evidence 
collecting and travel get the short-shrift, he said. 

Another possibility is the National Science Foundation 
could pare backing for academic research, Bronk said. The 
funding that goes to the “universities would be tamped down 
and that’s where much of the innovation goes on,” he said. 

And public-private partnerships within the Commerce 
Department could be delayed, Bjorklund conjectured. One 
casualty, for instance, could be the National Strategy for 
Trusted Identities in Cyberspace, a venture aimed at creating a 
login network similar to the credit card payment system that 
would let computer users access separate websites without 
reentering personal information or creating new passwords. 

Wartime cybersecurity operations would not be affected, 
but Cyber Command hiring and long-term development of 
offensive cyber weapons could be hurt, White House 
sequestration planning documents suggest. 

“While the Department of Defense would be able to shift 
funds to ensure war fighting and critical military readiness 
capabilities were not degraded, sequestration would result in a 
reduction in readiness of many nondeployed units, delays in 
investments in new equipment and facilities, cutbacks in 
equipment repairs, declines in military research and 
development efforts, and reductions in base services for 
military families,” stated comments accompanying the 
projected cuts. 

Bjorklund postulated that the pace of the Pentagon’s Plan 
X rollout may be slower than initially planned. Plan X is a 
broad initiative to lay the foundation for Defense’s activities in 
offensive computer warfare operations. 
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That said, the National Security Agency, which has a 
classified budget, likely would withstand much of the cost-
cutting, Bronk said. NSA, a Pentagon branch, conducts 
cyberespionage and supports Homeland Security, as well as 
U.S. Cyber Command activities. 

Since its activities are so secret, adversaries still may be 
left with the impression that the United States has its guard 
down in cyberspace. 

“The bigger risk is to all the other programs and to the 
foreign perception of U.S. capabilities,” said Jim Lewis, a 
cybersecurity researcher at the Center for Strategic and 
International Studies, who advises Congress and the 
administration. “They would decide we are more vulnerable 
and less competent.” 

He doubts the ax would hit Plan X before the military sets 
aside money for expected research. 

Most observers predict Congress, between the November 
elections and the end of December, will reach a budget deal 
because neither Republicans nor Democrats want to see 
sequestration kick in. 

“It’s hard to believe Congress would fumble this badly,” 
Lewis said. 

Bjorklund said, “It’s going to be another brinksmanship 
between the parties and the White House and the Congress.” 

Some pessimists say Washington may not broker an 
agreement until January, which would mean enduring 
uncertainty “maybe for a week or for a month. I hope it 
doesn’t happen but it’s entirely possible,” Bronk said. 
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BUSINESS: 
28. Northrop To Shed Nearly 600 Jobs 
(LOS ANGELES TIMES 18 SEP 12) ... W.J. Hennigan 

In another wallop to Southern California's aerospace 
industry, defense giant Northrop Grumman Corp. said it is 
preparing to trim its payroll by nearly 600 workers. 

Responding to billions of dollars in proposed Pentagon 
budget cuts, Northrop confirmed it has accepted buyouts from 
about 590 employees in its aerospace division. 

Most employees participating in the voluntary buyout 
program, which began in July, will leave by the end of 
September. The rest will remain as long as Dec. 14. 

This is the latest workforce reduction at Northrop's 
operations in Southern California — home to the vast majority 
of the 21,000 employees in its aerospace division. But the 
broader Southland aerospace industry has been downsizing to 
reflect new budget realities in Washington, where Congress 
has tightened purse strings on the Pentagon. 

"Because of defense budget uncertainties and pressures on 
current and projected business, we must adjust our budgets by 
the end of this year to be prepared to meet the challenges of 
what shapes up as a demanding 2013," Northrop spokesman 
Thomas Henson said in a statement. "This is a necessary step 
to address the affordability that will allow us to effectively 
compete in a very cost-conscious marketplace." 

Most of the jobs affected are in the Southland, at 
sprawling complexes in Redondo Beach, El Segundo and 
Palmdale. The voluntary program offered employees a 
severance package consisting of a payout and medical 
insurance benefits, whose amounts and length are tied to 
length of company service. 

U.S. military spending — after growing by double digits 
since the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist attacks — is now expected 
to be reduced by $487 billion over the next decade. But as 
much as $600 billion in additional cuts are being discussed in 
Washington. 

Under a law approved last year, federal funds of all kinds 
would be held back, or "sequestered," until there is budget 
agreement, at which time the funds may be reinstated. The 
buzzword used by contractors for the cutbacks is 
"sequestration." 

Although there is much speculation about whether 
Congress would let those automatic cuts actually occur in 

January, military contractors have been ringing alarms about 
the potential fallout. 

In a worst-case scenario, the Aerospace Industries Assn., 
an Arlington, Va., trade group, estimated 1 million jobs of all 
kinds would be lost nationwide, including 126,000 in 
California. 

"We are absolutely anticipating more cuts in employment 
numbers as Jan. 2 approaches," association spokesman Dan 
Stohr said. "There's still a great amount of detail that 
companies need in order to plan a way forward." 

The new budget realities have especially stung Southern 
California's aerospace industry. 

In January 2011, Boeing cut 900 jobs at its sprawling 
Long Beach plant, where it builds C-17 cargo jets. Later that 
year, Lockheed Martin Corp. cut about 1,500 positions across 
its aeronautics business, including jobs in California. Northrop 
cut 500 jobs in its aerospace division last year. 

"Northrop has to do what it has to do in this tough budget 
environment," said Robert Kleinhenz, chief economist for the 
Los Angeles County Economic Development Corp. "But it's 
unfortunate that it happens to be a tough time in the local 
economy." 

As of July, unemployment in California stood at 10.7%. 
In Los Angeles County, it is 11.9%. New numbers for August 
are expected Friday, but Kleinhenz expects little, if any, 
improvement. 

"We've been going sideways for many months now," he 
said. "Hard to imagine we're going to see sizable growth." 

Northrop said it received 666 applications for the buyouts 
and accepted about 590. The company added that it currently 
has about 250 job openings for positions across the aerospace 
sector — most of them in Southern California — funded by 
ongoing contracts. 

Of Northrop's employees in its aerospace division; about 
17,000 work in California. The company's engineers and 
technicians are primarily in the Southland, where they design 
and produce center fuselages for F/A-18 fighter jets in El 
Segundo and satellites in Redondo Beach. 

The company also has a large operation in Palmdale, 
where it built the B-2 stealth bomber. That's where it now 
builds fuselages for the upcoming radar-evading F-35 fighter 
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jets, which will be used by the Navy, Marine Corps and Air 
Force. 

Northrop has about 70,000 employees across the globe, 
developing and building weapons and high-tech equipment 

that touch practically every aspect of U.S. military and 
intelligence operations. 
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OUTREACH: 
29. Navy Week Brings Gratitude And Humility 
(BUFFALO NEWS 17 SEP 12) ... Patrick Lakamp 

Navy Week brought out the gratitude in Oliver Perry 
Hazard. 

The 72-year-old retired Ellicottville resident watched 
Sailors lay a wreath at the Front Park monument honoring 
Commodore Oliver Hazard Perry, the hero at the Battle of 
Lake Erie during the War of 1812. 

"It looks great," Hazard said of the monument for his 
fourth cousin four times removed. 

"I'm proud to be a relative to Commodore Perry, 
especially to have the name," he said. 

For thousands of visitors Saturday at Canalside and the 
Buffalo & Erie County Naval and Military Park, the second-
to-last day of Navy Week evoked a range of reactions, from 
pride and happiness to curiosity and surprise. 

For Lisa Witmer of Boston, the tall ship USS Brig 
Niagara brought back memories. 

When not sailing on the Great Lakes, the replica of the 
original 1813 wooden-hulled, two-masted ship from which 
Commodore Perry directed the Battle of Lake Erie is berthed 
in Erie, Pa., where Witmer once lived. 

She has seen it often in Erie. "It's beautiful," she said. 
But for the younger set, not even the tall ship could 

compete with the six-minute Navy SEAL simulator ride at 
Canalside. 

For them, Navy Week was a thrill. 
A dozen at a time boarded the simulator booth to watch a 

video from the perspective of a SEAL who, among other 
dangerous feats underwater and above, climbs a cliff and 
transmits data via satellite about the location of an enemy 
installation. Tomahawk cruise missiles then destroy the 
installation. 

"It seemed real," said Witmer's 12-year-old-son, Ian. 
John Frank of Barker boarded the Brig Niagara along 

with his wife and two daughters. 
His Navy experience was real. 
Frank served aboard the aircraft carrier USS George 

Washington during his five years in the Navy in the 1990s. He 
worked with computers. 

Commodore Perry's ship, of course, had no computers. 
But Frank noticed the sonar technology, depth finder and 
directional gauges on the replica ship. 

His daughter Elise, 14, expected her Navy Week visit to 
be "cool." 

And she said she wasn't disappointed. 
Katlyn, 11, wasn't so sure about coming downtown for the 

activities. 
"Better than expected," she said of her time at Canalside. 
Glenn and Kelly Evertt, of Lake View, brought the family 

for something to do on a Saturday. 
They expected to be impressed by the ships. 
But the day's other activities left them impressed, too. 

The Evertts watched as four seamen marched and then 
tossed and flipped 13-pound, fully-functioning 1903 
Springfield drill rifles to each other during a synchronized rifle 
show. 

"I'm sure it took a lot of practice and a long time to learn 
that," Glenn Evertt said after watching the drill. 

Patrick Garlock of Currituck, N.C., and Ben Smithee of 
Placerville, Calif., were among the seamen participating in the 
drill. 

The two are members of a Coast Guard ceremonial honor 
guard unit based in Alexandria, Va. They have criss-crossed 
the nation for more than a year performing the drill at Navy 
Week in other cities. 

The two said they enjoyed Buffalo's weather and 
hospitality. 

A month ago, they performed at half time in front of 
60,440 fans at a Washington Redskins-Chicago Bears 
preseason game at Soldier Field in Chicago. 

After that experience, no other Navy Week crowd has 
seemed big. 

Still, lines formed for those waiting to board the ships. 
For John R. Kasmer of Amherst, Navy Week proved 

humbling. 
Kasmer, 83, received a veterans service award from the 

Buffalo and Erie County Naval & Military Park for arranging 
for and serving in honor guards at veterans' funerals. 

He sometimes serves in five or more a day. 
"I never expected this," Kasmer said to a couple of 

hundred people who attended the veteran appreciation awards 
ceremony. 

"What I do, I love to do," the retired Army captain said in 
his acceptance remarks. 

"We're always there for the veterans," he said afterward, 
"to give them the farewell they all deserve." 

Honor Flight Buffalo was also honored for its work. 
The organization flies veterans at no charge to 

Washington, D.C., to visit memorials dedicated to honor their 
sacrifices. 

Two of the co-founders, Jo-Anne Wylie and Lisa A. 
Wylie, thanked veterans in the crowd for their service. 

"You have no idea what this means to us," Lisa Wylie 
said. 

Broadcast Clip - Navy Ships Set Sail Out Of Buffalo 
(WIVB CBS BUFFALO 17 SEP 12) Brittni Smallwood 
After spending a week in western New York, members of 

the U.S. Navy set sail out of Buffalo Monday morning. 
The Naval Park has been buzzing with excitement for the 

past week as western New Yorkers salute the men of women 
of the U.S. Navy, during Navy week. Monday the ships 
prepped for departure and left the port. 
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U.S. Navy Lieutenant Cheryl Collins said, “They have a 
lot of positions that they're manning. So they're getting 
prepared. Pulling away from the pier.” 

The ships were docked in Buffalo's Waterfront since last 
Wednesday to commemorate the 200th anniversary of the War 
of 1812. 

Collins said, “Two hundred years ago, this was a different 
time and place. So we're celebrating the rich history here, 
where battles took place on Lake Erie.” 

Now that the celebration has come to a close, a Royal 
Canadian Navy Frigate left the port first. Tug boats pushed 
and pulled the large vessels until they were out far enough in 
Lake Erie to start their engines. Once the first ship cleared, it 
was time for the second one. 

As the ships set sail, Sailors lined the guardrail. It's an 
honored tradition and sign of respect. But one veteran says he 
chose to do it differently, to honor his fellow servicemen and 
women. 

U.S. Naval Veteran Michael Bahr said, “Because I didn't 
have any family at the port, I would actually volunteer to go 
into the engine so the guys could say goodbye to their wives 
and girlfriends.” 

Naval officials say thousands of people came out to 
support Navy Week. Because of the great turnout officials are 
considering having Navy Week next year as well. 

View Clip (RT: 1:55) 
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COMMENTARY: 
30. On Iran, Lessons From Iraq? 
(WASHINGTON POST 18 SEP 12) ... Walter Pincus 

There are lessons for handling Iran’s nuclear program in 
the declassified CIA self-analysis of its misreading of the late 
Iraqi president Saddam Hussein’s reaction to U.N. inspections 
of his weapons of mass destruction program. 

Equally interesting in the report is how Saddam 
misjudged the capability of international inspectors and the 
responses — sanctions and then military action — that would 
come from the United States and its allies. 

Are these errors that Iran may be making? 
The 16-page report, first disclosed 13 days ago by the 

National Security Archive at George Washington University, 
concludes with some findings relevant to the Iranian situation. 

The study, done in 2006, found that CIA analysts wrongly 
“tended to focus on what was most important to us — the hunt 
for WMD (weapons of mass destruction) — and less on what 
would be most important for a paranoid dictatorship to 
protect.” 

Today, the U.S. government views Iran’s actions — many 
permitted by the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) — 
as signs of a country seeking a nuclear weapons capability, if 
not the weapons themselves. 

Why? Because Iran’s original move to build its own 
enrichment facilities were undertaken secretly and 
acknowledged only after being discovered by U.S. intelligence 
and publicized by anti-Tehran exiles. 

The CIA report draws attention to Iraq’s “cheat and 
retreat” policy in the early 1990s of concealing WMD items 
and activities. The United States and its allies saw the efforts 
as coverups that validated intelligence analysts’ “assessments 
that Iraq intended to deny, deceive, and maintain forbidden 
capabilities.” Thus when Iraq decided in 1995 to destroy its 
existing WMDs and come clean, after Saddam’s son-in-law 
defected and talked about the programs, there was doubt. 

Has Iran’s original deceptions and subsequent 
intransigence led the United States and others to disregard 
Tehran’s claim that it only wants to make fuel for its research 
reactors and power plants? 

The CIA report cautions that U.S. analysts should have 
viewed Saddam’s late WMD disclosures through “an Iraqi 
prism.” They would have seen the that Iraqis wanted to protect 
“their reputation, their security, their overall technological 

capabilities and their status needed to be preserved,” according 
to the report. 

The lesson for today is not to accept Iran’s current 
defiance of the U.N. Security Council as proof that Tehran 
wants a bomb. The CIA report notes that in Iraq’s case, 
“deceptions were perpetrated and detected, but the reasons for 
those deceptions were misread.” 

The current cleanup at Iran’s Parchin military base, while 
delaying a visit from inspectors with the International Atomic 
Energy Agency, is being viewed as Tehran trying to hide 
previous work on possible weapons-building experiments. The 
CIA report says that “Baghdad destroyed rather than revealed 
items, attempting to make its inaccurate assertions of no 
program correct in a legalistic sense.” Such Iraqi attempts “to 
find face-saving means to disclose previously hidden 
information, however, reinforced the idea that Baghdad was 
deceptive and unreliable,” the CIA said. 

The CIA report also showed that some U.S. and U.N. 
actions led Iraq’s leaders to believe the goal was to change the 
ruling regime rather than just halt Tehran’s WMD program. 
Two steps were noted: one was when U.N. inspectors began to 
look into Iraq’s security apparatus and concealment apparatus; 
the other was when the U.S. Congress in 1998 approved the 
Iraq Liberation Act, which provided funds to Iraqi exile 
groups. 

The Obama administration halted the Bush policy of 
regime change for Iran, but many Republicans still favor it. 
Some Iranian officials see a pattern in IAEA inspectors 
seeking to add additional sites for visits that can only end with 
regime change. They also weigh presidential and 
congressional campaign statements for signs that regime 
change is still a U.S. goal. 

The report reviews Saddam’s misjudgment that the 
United States would not invade and at worst would only bomb 
suspected WMD sites, as it had done in 1998. He and his 
leadership “believed the United States did not have the forces 
to invade Iraq and press reports that said Washington was not 
willing to sacrifice U.S. lives.” 

Iran may face threats that military action is being planned 
by the United States and Israel, but neither country appears 
prepared at this time to contemplate an invasion. 
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One other cautionary note from the study: When, in fact, 
Iraq provided its report that said it had destroyed its WMD 
arms and ended its WMD programs, “past Iraqi deceptions led 
to suspicion of Iraq’s motives” and its leaders “would have 
had to take specific steps with [U.N. inspectors] to overcome 
perceptions of dishonesty.” 

Iran’s Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei repeated 
on Aug. 30 assurances that Iran wants only to pursue peaceful 
uses of atomic energy and is not seeking a nuclear weapon. As 
early as 2006, he issued a religious fatwa that said the 

production, stockpiling and use of nuclear weapons was 
forbidden under Islam. 

Some present and former U.S. officials believe that this 
tie to Islamic law provides Khamenei with a means to strike a 
deal with the West to limit enrichment to low levels. However, 
the broader reaction is that Iran could forget about Islamic law 
if domestic or foreign events lead to a decision to build a 
bomb. 

George Santayana’s warning is relevant: “Those who 
cannot remember the past are condemned to repeat it.” 
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31. Small-Stick Diplomacy In The East China Sea 
(THE DIPLOMAT 17 SEP 12) ... James R. Holmes 

China is evidently trying to replicate its “small-stick 
diplomacy” in the East China Sea. Seldom submerged by far, 
the Senkakus/Diaoyus imbroglio resurfaced with a vengeance 
last Friday when six ships from China’s State Oceanic 
Administration cruised near the disputed islets. 

China’s Foreign Ministry announced that the ships were 
on scene to prosecute “law enforcement over [China’s] 
maritime rights.” When queried by nearby Japan Coast Guard 
units over bridge-to-bridge radio, Chinese officers replied that 
they were “engaged in regular patrol duties.” And that’s the 
crux of the matter, isn’t it? Beijing hopes to make a Chinese 
maritime presence in the archipelago a matter of course—a 
matter of a government enforcing its laws on sovereign 
territory. Over time, opposing its claims to jurisdiction would 
come to appear lawless, outlandish, and, perhaps, not worth 
the costs and trouble. China would win by default—and 
without resorting to arms. 

As in the South China Sea, unarmed or lightly armed law-
enforcement vessels constitute the chief bearers of Beijing’s 
maritime territorial claims. Naval and military force remains 
in reserve over the horizon, supplying an unseen big stick to 
overawe or coerce balky opponents. Will such methods work 
against a capable opponent allied to the United States? Maybe, 
but I have my doubts. Unlike the Philippines, whose capacity 
to defy Chinese blandishments is trivial, Japan boasts a 
capable Coast Guard and Maritime Self-Defense Force. It too 
can brandish a big stick to back up its policies. And with the 
Obama administration seemingly committed to the Senkakus’ 
defense, Tokyo enjoys support unavailable to Manila or other 
Southeast Asian governments. 

Which may be why the State Oceanic Administration 
vessels withdrew from the Senkakus a few hours after the 
Japan Coast Guard challenged them, rather than tarrying as 
Chinese enforcement ships have at Scarborough Shoal. 
Wearying Japan into acquiescence will be a long, drawn-out 
project with uncertain prospects of success. Beijing doubtless 
understands that. The good news is that Chinese leaders 
evince little desire to break the impasse by force. Few 
governments relish a trial of arms, with all the hazards and 
unintended consequences violent clashes of human wills 
entail. The bad news is that intermittent tests of Japanese 
resolve probably lie in store in the East China Sea. In all 
likelihood, last Friday’s encounter represents part of East 
Asia’s new normal. 

Fortitude will be a must. Tokyo must bulk up its own big 
stick if it wants to uphold its interests. Reinvigorating the 
JCG, the JMSDF, and shore-based arms of sea power would 
be a good start. That will require the Japanese electorate and 
their leaders to make the conscious political choice to lift their 
unofficial cap on defense spending, which has long stood at 1 
percent of GDP. That’s not a serious commitment. Such 
spending levels befit nations whose surroundings are wholly 
benign, not those inhabiting tough neighborhoods like the Far 
East. 

Breaking the 1 percent barrier would augment Japan’s 
wherewithal to support diplomacy. It would also ameliorate 
American concerns about appearing to be the main protector 
of uninhabited islets of no obvious importance to the United 
States—yet whose defense could prove perilous indeed. 
Security treaties are fine things. But foreign allies help those 
who are willing to help themselves. 
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32. Arms Sales And American Interests 
(DEFENSE NEWS 17 SEP 12) ... Jonathan Caverley and Ethan B. Kapstein 

With the U.S. economy in the doldrums and pessimism 
over American international influence at its peak, the 
occasional bits of good news naturally grab the headlines. A 
case in point is a recent Congressional Research Service report 
on the global arms trade. The report states that the U.S. 
captured an astonishing $66.3 billion in weapon purchase 
agreements last year, nearly 80 percent of the market. 

But a closer look at these numbers reveals some troubling 
trends. In terms of actual weapon deliveries, the U.S. holds 
only a bit more than one-third of this market. That share has 
fallen sharply from a decade ago, when America had a near 

monopoly on the trade. Further, more than half of the 2011 
agreements were signed with a single client, Saudi Arabia. 

Unfortunately, the picture in Asia is quite different. In 
that region, the site of escalating geopolitical tensions and a 
genuine arms race, the U.S. has only a narrow sales advantage 
over Russia, and new competitors like China and South Korea 
continue to grab market share. Pakistan once purchased nearly 
all its arms from Washington; today, Beijing is becoming its 
main supplier. Australia, a stalwart ally, has delayed its 
planned purchase of American-made F-35s due to that 
program’s massive cost overruns. Owing to their price-tag, 
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American planes did not even make it to the final round in 
India’s competition for 126 new combat aircraft. 

Given Asia’s central and growing role in the global 
economy and world politics, the potential for fading American 
influence in the region should be the focal point of any report 
on U.S. arms sales. And an analysis of why some competitors 
are taking weapon transfers away from the American defense 
industry leads to the conclusion that the U.S. is not necessarily 
producing what the customers need or want. 

American strategy in the arms trade consists of selling a 
few high-technology and ultra-expensive weapon systems to 
clients that can pay for them, like the oil producing states. 
That strategy may maximize the short-run interests of the 
industry and the U.S. armed services, but is it consistent with 
America’s long-run interests? Unlike many sectors, the arms 
trade has both an economic and security function to fill. From 
an economic standpoint, foreign weapon sales not only keep 
workers employed at home, but by extending production lines, 
can lower unit costs for the platforms the U.S. armed forces 
require. From an American security perspective, arms sales 
are a vital tool of influence, since countries that acquire 
weapons from Washington are less likely to use them in a way 
that would jeopardize future access to American defense 

technology. By monopolizing arms sales, the U.S. can also 
limit the number of advanced weapons on the world market. 

This suggests a possible tension between what is good for 
the industry and the Pentagon on one hand, and what is good 
for U.S. foreign policy and international stability on the other. 
To date, the former view appears to be winning out. 

The U.S. should commit itself to designing and producing 
simpler, more cost-effective weapons, with the foreign market 
in mind from the outset. American defense technology is too 
often “gold-plated,” leading to high costs that only the 
Pentagon and a few militaries overseas can afford. And in an 
era of looming austerity, it is unclear that even the U.S. can 
continue to buy these luxury goods. 

By building more stripped-down weaponry, the U.S. can 
solve its own procurement problems while advancing its 
foreign policy interests, especially those in Asia. Today, that 
region is booming economically; the U.S. has the greatest 
interest in ensuring that it does not boom militarily instead. 

Jonathan Caverley, assistant professor of political 
science at Northwestern University, and Ethan B. Kapstein, a 
non-resident senior fellow at the Center for a New American 
Security who teaches at the University of Texas at Austin and 
is a visiting professor at Georgetown University. 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Modular 'Trucks' Will Rule The Waves: CNO 
(AOL DEFENSE 18 APR 12) ... Sydney J. Freedberg Jr. 

NATIONAL HARBOR, MD: Trucks, not sports cars – that's the Chief of Naval Operations' vision for an affordable and 
upgradeable future fleet. And that's good news for an array of programs, from the controversial Littoral Combat Ship, to the LPD-17 
amphibious ship, to a Marine Corps initiative called Harvest Hawk that straps missiles to a KC-130J aerial tanker (pictured). 

 
2. Budget Glass Is More Than Half Full For Navy, Marine Corps 
(FEDERAL NEWS RADIO 19 APR 12) ... Jared Serbu 

Although the Defense Department will absorb cuts of $487 billion compared with previously planned spending over the next 10 
years, leaders in the Navy and Marine Corps say it's far from doomsday. 

 
3. Career Opportunities For The 21st Century Sailor And Marine Highlighted At 2012 SAS Expo 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 18 APR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Alexandra Snyder, Defense Media Activity 
Pentagon Bureau, Navy 

NATIONAL HARBOR, Md. -- Veterans hiring, one of the objectives contained in the 21st Century Sailor and Marine initiative 
area of "continuum of service", was the focus of an important panel discussion at the 2012 Sea-Air-Space Exposition in National 
Harbor, Md. April 18. 

 
4. #SAAM: USFF Kicks Off First-Responder Training 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 18 APR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Phil Beaufort, U.S. Fleet Forces Command Public 
Affairs 

NORFOLK, Va. -- Junior Sailors at Naval Station Norfolk heard U.S. Fleet Forces Command's deputy chief of staff for fleet 
personnel, development, and allocation, reinforce the importance of being a first-responder in sexual assault cases April 16. 

 
5. #SAAM: NASWI Holds SAPR Leadership Summit 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 18 APR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Nardel Gervacio, Navy Public Affairs Support 
Element West, Det. Whidbey Island 

OAK HARBOR, Wash. -- Senior leadership from various commands at Naval Air Station Whidbey Island (NASWI) met to bring 
awareness to the Sexual Assault Prevention and Response (SAPR) program at a summit held at the NASWI Chief Petty Officers' 
Club, April 17. 

 
6. #SAAM: CPPD Uses Atypical Instructor Training For Bystander Intervention 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 18 APR 12) ... Susan Henson, Center for Personal and Professional Development Public Affairs 

FORT SAM HOUSTON, Texas -- A team of master trainers from the Center for Personal and Professional Development (CPPD) 
conducted its latest Bystander Intervention train-the-trainer class April 17-18 for Navy instructors in the San Antonio area. 

 
7. #SAAM: SPAWAR Leadership Reinforces 'Prevention Is Everyone's Duty' 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 18 APR 12) ... Tina C. Stillions, Space and Naval Warfare Systems Command Public Affairs 

SAN DIEGO -- Space and Naval Warfare Systems Command (SPAWAR) Headquarters held a sexual harassment and assault 
training stand-down for civilian and military personnel April 18 as part of the Navy's Sexual Assault Awareness Month campaign. 

 
8. NOLA Navy Week Brings Tall Ships, Concerts, Tours, Air Shows And More 
(WWL CBS NEW ORLEANS 18 APR 12) ... Scott Satchfield 

NEW ORLEANS - To commemorate the bicentennial of the War of 1812, thousands of Sailors and some huge ships are in town 
for New Orleans Navy Week. 
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9. Virginia Officials Show Navy That Oceana Has Support 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 19 APR 12) ... Bill Bartel 

VIRGINIA BEACH -- Lest anyone start raising questions about Oceana Naval Air Station's future following the April 6 jet crash 
into an apartment complex, Virginia's elected federal, state and local leaders have begun a pre-emptive strike. 

 

CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
10. U.S. Envoy: War Games Our Devotion To Peace 
(PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 19 APR 12) 

The annual Balikatan military exercises between the Philippines and the United States are about “working together in the spirit of 
the Mutual Defense Treaty” and in keeping with the two allies’ “heightened cooperation on the breadth of bilateral, regional and 
global issues,” U.S. Ambassador to Manila Harry Thomas Jr. said Wednesday. 

 
11. 7th Fleet Sailors To Take Part In Cultural Exchange With Vietnam Counterparts 
(STARS AND STRIPES 19 APR 12) 

SASEBO NAVAL BASE, Japan — The USS Blue Ridge will stop in Da Nang on Monday for the third annual Naval Exchange 
Activity Vietnam, a weeklong skills and cultural exchange with the U.S. Navy’s counterparts from Vietnam, officials said Thursday. 

 
12. DESRON 26, U.S. Ships Begin Joint Warrior 12-1 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 18 APR 12) ... Senior Chief Mass Communication Specialist Michael W. Martin Destroyer Squadron 26 
Public Affairs 

FASLANE, Scotland -- Commander, Destroyer Squadron (DESRON) 26, the Norfolk-based guided-missile destroyer USS 
Forrest Sherman (DDG 98), and the fleet replenishment oiler USNS Leroy Grumman (T-AO 195) are participating in a multinational 
exercise off the coast of Scotland. 

 
13. St. Louis Navy Man Helps Remove Live Explosive from Marine’s Leg 
(KMOX CBS ST. LOUIS 18 APR 12) ... Kevin Killeen 

ST. LOUIS – A hometown hero, serving in the Navy Nurse Corps in Afghanistan, is featured in USA Today for his role in a 
dangerous procedure, helping remove a rocket propelled grenade from a Marine’s leg. 

 

GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
14. Pentagon Chief: 'We're Within An Inch Of War Almost Every Day’ 
(THE HILL 18 APR 12) ... Jeremy Herb 

Defense Secretary Leon Panetta offered a blunt assessment of the threats facing the United States on Wednesday, saying the 
potential for another war breaking out remains high in places like North Korea. 

 
15. S. Korea Deploys New Missile Capable Of Hitting Anywhere In N. Korea 
(YONHAP NEWS 19 APR 12) 

SEOUL -- South Korea has deployed a new long-range cruise missile that puts nuclear and missile sites in the entire North 
Korean territory within striking distance, defense ministry officials said Thursday, amid growing security jitters sparked by the North's 
botched rocket launch. 

 
16. China, Russia To Hold Drill Near Korea 
(WASHINGTON TIMES 18 APR 12) ... Miles Yu 

Chinese and Russian military forces are set to hold a large-scale, weeklong joint naval drill beginning Sunday, and the maneuvers 
will be held in sensitive waters of the Yellow Sea just west of the Korean Peninsula. 

 
17. Scarborough Scare In The South China Sea 
Beijing bests Manila in a naval standoff, worrying its neighbors. 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 19 APR 12) ... Michael Auslin 

Chinese and Philippine naval ships faced off for nearly a week over eight Chinese fishing boats operating off a shoal in the South 
China Sea claimed by both countries. In the end, the Philippines became the latest victim of China's no-limits-fishing strategy, and the 
fishing boats made off with their haul from the Scarborough Shoal late last week. This one-sided outcome shows China's smaller 
neighbors are losing out to its continued aggression. 



 3

 
18. India Tests Nuke-Capable Missile Able To Hit China 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 19 APR 12) ... Ravi Nessman 

NEW DELHI — India announced the successful test launch Thursday of a new nuclear-capable missile that would give it the 
ability to strike the major Chinese cities of Beijing and Shanghai for the first time, a significant step forward in its aspirations to 
become a regional and world power. 

 
19. Tokyo Vies For Ownership Of Islands Despite Beijing Threats 
(STARS AND STRIPES 18 APR 12) ... Erik Slavin and Chiyomi Sumida 

YOKOSUKA NAVAL BASE, Japan — Japanese government officials said Wednesday they would explore nationalizing a 
remote island chain at the center of longstanding territorial tensions with China, two days after Tokyo’s governor said his prefecture 
was considering buying the privately held islands. 

 
20. Turkey Intercepts Ship With Suspected Arms Headed For Syria 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 18 APR 12) 

ANKARA — Turkey has intercepted a vessel in the Mediterranean suspected of carrying weapons and ammunition to Syria, a 
diplomatic source told AFP on April 18. 

 
21. Think Tank Fears Decade Gap In Submarine Defence 
(THE AUSTRALIAN 19 APR 12) ... Cameron Stewart 

Australia faces a period without any submarines to defend the country unless the government takes urgent action to revise its 
plans to build 12 new submarines. 

 
22. Coast Guard Stops 30th Drug Sub 
(MIAMI HERALD 18 APR 12) ... Carol Rosenberg 

When reports first surfaced in the 1990s of boat builders making submarines for cocaine smugglers in the jungles of Colombia, 
U.S. law enforcement regarded them as a comic curiosity. Today, with the disclosure that the U.S. Coast Guard has intercepted its 
30th semi-submersible in less than six years, the vessels are now seen as a troubling tactic. 

 

PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
23. SAAM: Theodore Roosevelt Leadership Engages Sailors On Sexual Assault 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 18 APR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Kimberly L. Romanowski, USS Theodore 
Roosevelt Public Affairs 

NEWPORT NEWS, Va. -- USS Theodore Roosevelt's (CVN 71) executive officer conducted training April 16 with several key 
members of the ship's Sexual Assault Prevention and Response (SAPR) team. 

 
24. Navy Celebrates Asian Pacific American Heritage Month 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 18 APR 12) ... Ensign Amber Lynn Daniel, Diversity and Inclusion Public Affairs 

WASHINGTON -- As announced April 17 by NAVADMIN 127/12, the Navy joins our nation in celebrating Asian and Pacific 
American Heritage Month throughout the month of May. 

 
25. NAVFAC Mid-Atlantic Employee Earns Asian Pacific American Leadership Award 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 18 APR 12) ... Annalisa Cachin, Naval Facilities Engineering Command Mid-Atlantic Public Affairs 

NORFOLK, Va. -- Naval Facilities Engineering Command (NAVFAC) Mid-Atlantic's Public Works Business Line coordinator 
has been selected to receive the 2012 Federal Asian Pacific American Council Outstanding Individual Leadership Award at a 
ceremony May 3 in Atlanta, Ga. 

 
26. Advocates Seek More Help, Time For Troops’ Transition 
Disabled Vets Would Get More Health Care, Moving Assistance 
(NAVY TIMES 23 APR 12) ... Rick Maze 

The National Military Family Association is asking Congress to help smooth the transition of medically retired service members 
and their families to civilian life by providing better health care and travel benefits and assigning case managers to help locate medical 
specialists. 

 
27. Unisex Cover Part Of Push For ‘Gender-Blind’ Fleet 
(NAVY TIMES 23 APR 12) ... Mark D. Faram and Sam Fellman 

Male and female sailors may soon wear the same hats — both “Dixie cups” and the combination covers worn by chiefs and 
officers. 
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FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
28. Navy Didn't Fudge Ship Numbers, UnderSec Work Says 
(AOL DEFENSE 18 APR 12) ... Sydney J. Freedberg Jr. 

NATIONAL HARBOR, MD - The smartest man in the Department of the Navy, Under Secretary Robert O. Work, erupted today 
in a passionate defense of the service's integrity in how it counts its ships and of the controversial Littoral Combat Ship's place as the 
most numerous class in the future fleet. 

 
29. SAS12: Multi-Year Contract Could Yield 10th Destroyer 
(DOD BUZZ 18 APR 12) ... Michael Hoffman 

The Navy must work to find cost savings and keep programs on schedule if it hopes to deliver a fleet that measures up with the 
new defense strategy that emphasizes the Navy and Marine Corps’ influence in the Pacific, the Navy’s top buyer said Wednesday. 

 
30. Navy Official Warns Of Funding Shortfall During SSBN(X) Construction 
(DEFENSE DAILY 19 APR 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

NATIONAL HARBOR, Md. -- When full-scale production of the next generation of ballistic missile submarines begins in the 
2020s, the Navy will still have to come up with the money to pay for other shipbuilding programs or the fleet could be at risk, a senior 
Navy official said yesterday. 

 
31. Sequestration Would Force Revised Global Strategy, Senior Marine Says 
(DEFENSE DAILY 19 APR 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

NATIONAL HARBOR, Md. -- The military would not be able to carry out the Obama administration's global military strategy 
under budget sequestration, which would require rewriting the new doctrine, Marine Assistant Commandant Gen. Joseph Dunford 
warned yesterday. 

 
32. Navy Taking Steps Against Bio Weapons 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 19 APR 12) ... Corinne Reilly 

NORFOLK -- Consider a hypothetical scenario: A foreign enemy launches a biological attack against a U.S. Navy ship passing 
close to shore, and no one on board sees it happen. 

 
33. Future USS Mississippi Successfully Passes Sea Trials, On Track for Summer Commissioning 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 18 APR 12) ... Commander, Submarine Group 2 Public Affairs 

GROTON, Conn. -- Pre-Commissioning Unit Mississippi (SSN 782), the nation's newest and most advanced nuclear-powered 
attack submarine, arrived April 17 at General Dynamics Electric Boat following its successful completion of Alpha and Bravo sea 
trials. 

 
34. Ingalls Eyes More Missions For U.S. Navy LPDs 
(AVIATION WEEK 18 APR 12) ... Michael Fabey 

FORT WASHINGTON, Md. — Now that Ingalls Shipbuilding has tackled production problems with the U.S. Navy’s LPD-17 
San Antonio Class Amphibious Transport Dock ship, the company is researching the possibility of using the ship for additional 
missions or technology upgrades, says Irwin Edenzon, Ingalls president and vice president at parent company Huntington Ingalls 
Industries. 

 
35. Navy Experimenting With Multiple Kinds Of STUAS Payloads 
(DEFENSE DAILY 18 APR 12) ... Pat Host 

The Navy is experimenting with multiple kinds of payloads as well as different sensor packages on its Small Tactical Unmanned 
Aircraft System (STUAS), according to a service official. 

 
36. Navy Releases Draft RFP For Air And Missile Defense Radar 
(DEFENSE DAILY 19 APR 12) ... Pat Host 

The Navy released its draft Request for Proposals (RFP) for its Air and Missile Defense Radar (AMDR) program Monday, 
according to a notice posted on Federal Business Opportunities . 

 
37. Pentagon Streamlines Requirements Process 
(DEFENSE NEWS 18 APR 12) ... Marcus Weisgerber 

Two months ago, top officers and senior U.S. Defense Department officials huddled to discuss a serious matter of national 
security. 
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38. Too Much Information, Not Enough Intelligence 
(NATIONAL DEFENSE MAGAZINE MAY 2012) ... Sandra I. Erwin 

The Defense Department over the last decade has built up an inventory of billions of dollars worth of spy aircraft and battlefield 
sensors. Those systems create avalanches of data that clog military information networks and overwhelm analysts. 

 

BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
39. Local Sailors Attending Navy Week Events 
(WWNO NPR NEW ORLEANS 18 APR 12) ... Eileen Fleming 

Three thousand Sailors are in New Orleans as Navy Week marks the start of the nation’s bicentennial of the War of 1812. Some 
seeing the city for the first time will be getting pointers from Sailors coming home for the celebrations. 

 
40. Navy Medicine Sacks TBI With The New Orleans Saints 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 18 APR 12) ... Valerie A. Kremer, U.S. Navy Bureau of Medicine and Surgery Public Affairs 

NEW ORLEANS -- Navy Medicine and the New Orleans Saints met at the Saints training facility to discuss shared initiatives 
between the National Football League (NFL) and Navy Medicine on the treatment of traumatic brain injury, April 17, as part of New 
Orleans Navy Week. 

 
41. Seabee Volunteers Spruce Up New Orleans City Park 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 18 APR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Steven Myers, Naval Mobile Construction Battalion 
133 Public Affairs 

GULFPORT, Miss. -- Seabees from Naval Mobile Construction Battalion (NMCB) 133 converged on the New Orleans City Park 
April 16-17 to help renovate and landscape during New Orleans Navy Week. 

 
42. Navy Week NOLA Ship Tours Draw Crowds To Mississippi River Wharves 
(NEW ORLEANS TIMES-PICAYUNE 19 APR 12) ... Katy Reckdahl 

Kathy Dion stood on the Moonwalk under gray skies Tuesday and watched nine U.S. Navy vessels arrive, in a Navy Week 
NOLA display that seemed tailor-made for New Orleans, she said. “You have the whole riverfront to view from,” said Dion, 65, who 
— along with hundreds of other locals and tourists — returned to the banks of the Mississippi River on Wednesday for tours of the 
ships. 

 
43. Navy To Meet With Mayfair Mews Residents In Va. Beach 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 18 APR 12) ... Lauren King 

VIRGINIA BEACH -- The Navy will hold a meeting Thursday with Mayfair Mews residents about the status of compensation 
and assistance. 

 
44. Titanic Discoverer Embarks On ONR Mission To Boost STEM Education 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 18 APR 12) ... Katherine H. Crawford, Office of Naval Research 

ARLINGTON, Va. -- The famed ocean explorer and RMS Titanic discoverer visited the Office of Naval Research (ONR) April 
18 to discuss how he's using innovative "tele-presence" technology for both research and to energize youth about the sciences. 

 
45. DoD, Navy And Wind Farm Developer Release Historic Memorandum Of Agreement 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 19 APR 12) ... Kenneth Hess, Chief of Naval Operations Energy and Environmental Readiness Division 
Public Affairs 

NAVAL AIR STATION (NAS) KINGSVILLE, Texas -- The Navy released today a memorandum of agreement (MOA) signed 
by officials from the Department of Defense (DoD), the Department of the Navy and Texas Wind Group (TWG) that outlines a mutual 
approach to enable a renewable energy developer to build and operate wind turbines at planned locations in Kleberg County, Texas, 
while reducing the potential for those turbines to affect flight operations at NAS Kingsville. 

 
46. NWC Sailors Keep Campus Green 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 18 APR 12) ... Jacob Fisher, U.S. Naval War College Public Affairs 

NEWPORT, R.I. -- Sailors and personnel from the U.S. Naval War College (NWC) celebrated Earth Day early when they 
participated in the NWC's annual Earth Day Campus Cleanup April 17. 

 
47. USO Sponsored Group Visits 'Big E' 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 18 APR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Jeff A. Willadsen Enterprise Strike Group Public 
Affairs 

USS ENTERPRISE, At Sea -- The vice chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff and celebrity guests visited aircraft carrier USS 
Enterprise (CVN 65) as part of a United Service Organization (USO) tour, April 17. 
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48. Spanish Sailors, NMCP Staff Pay Tribute To Spaniards Buried In NMCP Cemetery 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 18 APR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Anna Arndt, Naval Medical Center Portsmouth 
Public Affairs 

PORTSMOUTH, Va. -- The Spanish navy paid tribute April 17 to three Spanish sailors who died during the Spanish-American 
War of 1898 and were buried in the Captain Theodore H. Conaway Memorial Naval Cemetery adjacent to Naval Medical Center 
Portsmouth. 

 
49. Navy SEALs Whip Olympians Into Shape 
(KUSA NBC DENVER 18 APR 12) ... Matt Renoux 

COLORADO SPRINGS - Some Olympic athletes are ramping up their training and paring up with some of the bravest people in 
the world. 

 

NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
50. Dempsey Says TAPS Represents Best Of America 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 18 APR 12) ... Jim Garamone 

WASHINGTON – The Tragedy Assistance Program for Survivors signifies all that is good about America, the chairman of the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff said here last night. 

 
51. Service Academies Spar In NSA’s Annual Cyber Security Exercise 
(ANNAPOLIS CAPITAL GAZETTE 18 APR 12) ... Tina Reed 

Some Naval Academy midshipmen are doing everything they can to beat Army this week. 
 

52. Intrepid Moves Aircraft To Make Room For Shuttle 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 18 APR 12) 

NEW YORK — The shuttle needs some space. 
 

OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
53. Star-Spangled Celebration 
(NEW ORLEANS TIMES-PICAYUNE 19 APR 12) ... Editorial 

The U.S. Navy, along with the Marine Corps and Coast Guard, will spend the next four years commemorating the 200th 
anniversary of the War of 1812, with events planned for New York, Boston and Baltimore as well as other cities. 

 
54. The Risk Of Exaggerating The China Threat 
Don't tailor military power for the Pacific at the expense of the dangerous Middle East. 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 19 APR 12) ... Michael Eastman 

As American military planners examine national security in light of shrinking budgets and legitimate concerns such as the rise of 
China, they must not neglect other strategic realities. 

 
55. Military Bases Full Of Job Possibilities — Even Civilian 
(WASHINGTON POST 19 APR 12) ... Derrick T. Dortch 

I recently had an opportunity of a lifetime. 
 

BBLLOOGGSS::  
56. EXCERPTS FROM BLOGS AROUND THE WORLD 
(PUBLISHED 16 APR – 19 APR 12) 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Modular 'Trucks' Will Rule The Waves: CNO 
(AOL DEFENSE 18 APR 12) ... Sydney J. Freedberg Jr. 

NATIONAL HARBOR, MD: Trucks, not sports cars – 
that's the Chief of Naval Operations' vision for an affordable 
and upgradeable future fleet. And that's good news for an 
array of programs, from the controversial Littoral Combat 
Ship, to the LPD-17 amphibious ship, to a Marine Corps 
initiative called Harvest Hawk that straps missiles to a KC-
130J aerial tanker (pictured). 

Historically, Greenert said in an address to the Navy 
League's Sea-Air-Space convention on Tuesday, when the 
Navy wants to bring a technology to the fleet – a radar, a 
sonar, a missile – it hardwires it into a ship or aircraft designed 
to carry that specific system. "The philosophy has been [that] 
we'll design the capability to be integral inside the platform, 
and we'll build a pretty high-end integrated sports car," 
Greenert said, "but it's integral and [so] it's hard to change and 
it's hard to update." 

The Navy has upgraded the Aegis air-defense systems on 
its destroyers and cruisers repeatedly over the years, for 
example, but it's expensive and difficult to do because systems 
such as radars are built into the structure of the ship. In the 
future, said Greenert, "we're going to have to decouple a little 
bit the payload from the platform." So instead of "sports cars," 
Greenert said, what the Navy needs now are "trucks with 
modular payloads": highly adaptable hulls designed to take 
plug-and-pay equipment that can be easily and affordably 
swapped out when new technology becomes available. 

That's the core concept of the Littoral Combat Ship and its 
three "mission modules," and it's no surprise Greenert went on 
to mention LCS. But he also mused about modularizing other 
vessels such as the Mobile Landing Platform, a kind of 
floating dock, and the LPD-17 San Antonio-class amphibious 
warfare ship. Interestingly, just hours earlier, the head of the 
shipyard that makes LPD-17 had touted the once-troubled 
vessel's adaptability to new missions: "The ship has a lot of 
payload capability and it has a lot of power" to run added 
equipment, Ingalls Shipbuilding president Irwin Edenzon 
boasted to reporters. 

One airborne example of this kind of adaptability that 
Greenert didn't mention, but which fits his model, is the 

Marine Corps' Harvest Hawk, which turns the latest variant of 
the venerable C-130 cargo aircraft into a ground-attack plane. 
Starting in 2010, the Corps took some of its new KC-130Js, a 
C-130 variant equipped for mid-air refueling, and added 
sensors, a targeting system, and an arsenal of Hellfire and 
Griffin precision-guided missiles. The plane doesn't even lose 
its capacity to refuel other aircraft (albeit with only one of its 
two hoses). 

In fact, the Marines almost backed into the idea: As long 
as we have these KC-130Js turning slow circles in the sky 
over Afghanistan, waiting for fighters to refuel, they thought, 
why don't we put some sensors on them so they can scout out 
dangers on the ground? And as long as we're putting sensors 
on them, why don't we arm them so they can hit any enemies 
they see themselves instead of waiting to call in other aircraft? 
It's hardly a high-performance aircraft, and you'd never deploy 
it against an enemy with sophisticated anti-aircraft missiles; 
but in a drawn-out conflict with elusive guerrillas, the ability 
to wait overhead until the enemy reveals himself is critical, 
and nothing has the fuel to stay on station like a tanker. 

"We've deployed dozens of weapons in Afghanistan using 
the Harvest Hawk," said Marine Brig. Gen. Gary Thomas, 
Assistant Deputy Commandant for Aviation, in a briefing at 
the Sea-Air-Space conference. "It gives you persistence over 
the battlefield, so it's ideal for an irregular fight like we have 
here." 

There are practical limits to this kind of innovation. "You 
can't have open architecture run wild," Admiral Greenert 
warned in answer to a question from the audience after his 
address. All too often, he said, someone has a bright idea and 
slaps a new technology onto an existing platform without 
thinking through the consequences of adding non-standard 
equipment, from the new maintenance needs to 
interoperability with existing equipment to simply bothering to 
train sailors how to use the new stuff. "The documentation and 
the training and sustainment has to accompany it," he said. But 
with some systematization and standardization, a fleet of 
trucks might navigate today's bumpy budgetary roads better 
than high-performance sports cars. 

Return to Index 
 

2. Budget Glass Is More Than Half Full For Navy, Marine Corps 
(FEDERAL NEWS RADIO 19 APR 12) ... Jared Serbu 

Although the Defense Department will absorb cuts of 
$487 billion compared with previously planned spending over 
the next 10 years, leaders in the Navy and Marine Corps say 
it's far from doomsday. 

Robert Work, the undersecretary of the Navy, said for his 
two services, the glass is half-full — maybe even more than 
that. 

"It's three-quarters full," he said. "The glass-half-empty 
guys focus on the Budget Control Act. They think that all 
that's going on is a big budget drill." 

It's not, Work told the Navy League's Sea Air Space 
conference Wednesday. He predicted the remainder of the 21st 
century would be a "new golden age" for the military's 
maritime forces. 

"A lot of you probably think I've missed my meds," he 
said. "But the reason I think that is that the Budget Control 
Act triggered a strategic review, and it's the biggest such effort 
since 1954. There's nothing remotely like it. The last one was 
in 1953 when President Eisenhower entered the White House 
when we were in a war in Korea, and he wanted to bring our 
national security and our national means into balance. This is 
the biggest thing since that. That's what you have to keep in 
mind when you read this document." 

Drawdown Is Mild Compared To Previous Ones 
Work said as Defense drawdowns go, this one's relatively 

mild. He said it's the fourth drawdown since World War II, 
and assuming that lawmakers don't let sequestration go into 
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effect, it will be the smallest pullback in Defense spending 
since then. 

For the Navy in particular, the good news is that the 
spending cuts weren't split into equal thirds among the 
military departments as in some past drawdowns. Work said 
some of the chief priorities of the shift in strategy greatly favor 
Navy capabilities: a shift in focus to the Asia Pacific region, 
conducting international engagements with fewer boots on the 
ground and maintaining freedom of access on the high seas. 

"After reviewing that guidance, there's no other time in 
our history where Navy and Marine Corps forces were so 
central to our national strategy," he said. "Our vision of a 
Navy-Marine Corps team that's operated forward matches that 
strategy perfectly." 

Under DoD's proposed budget, the military services that 
would shrink the least over the next five years are the Navy 
and Air Force. 

By 2017, DoD projects the Navy's total size, including 
active and reserve components will drop by 3.9 percent. The 
Marine Corps, by contrast, will shrink by 8.3 percent, but 
leaders argue that's mostly due to the drawdown of surge 
forces that were needed in Iraq and Afghanistan. 

The Marines say they do have some concerns about 
funding in the coming years, particularly in the areas of 
replacing equipment that was damaged or destroyed in the 
wars and taking care of Marines who have been in a period of 
prolonged combat. 

Nonetheless, like Work, Gen. Joseph Dunford, the 
assistant commandant of the Marine Corps, said the DoD 
strategy makes him optimistic about his service's future. 

"I am not unmindful about future challenges, but this past 
year of budget process has validated the mission and the role 
that the Marine Corps makes to our security," he said. "The 
comprehensive review outlines the need for forward deployed 
forces, it outlines the need for crisis response capability, it 
outlines the need for assured access and our ability to project 
power, and all of those things are right down in the 
wheelhouse of the Marines." 

Lawmakers Critical Of Navy's Plans 
Despite the fact that the Navy fared relatively well in the 

DoD budget guidance, many Republicans in Congress have 

been harshly critical of the Pentagon's plans for future naval 
forces. 

House Armed Services Committee chairman Buck 
McKeon (R-Calif.) has repeatedly blasted a budget he said 
would create the smallest Navy since before World War I. 

"Though the administration says we're shifting to Asia, 
they're actually reducing the number of ships and planes we 
have available to respond to contingencies anywhere," 
McKeon said in a speech last month at the Ronald Reagan 
Library. 

But both Work and his boss, Navy Secretary Ray Mabus, 
have been giving a full-throated defense of their shipbuilding 
plans this week. 

"As I said in my last round of budget hearings, that bed 
was already on fire when I got in it," Mabus told a Navy 
League audience Tuesday. 

He noted that the Navy's fleet had already declined from 
316 ships and 377,000 sailors in 2001 to 283 ships and 
328,000 sailors by the time he was sworn in as Navy secretary 
in 2009. 

"And now, in spite of a much tougher fiscal environment 
and in spite of having to retire some ships early because of the 
Budget Control Act, the fleet size numbers are moving in the 
right direction," Mabus said. 

The Navy said its new 30-year shipbuilding plan puts it 
on track to reach a fleet size of 300 ships by 2019 and 
maintain the fleet at that size. But Mabus said comparing the 
current Navy fleet to those of past eras is like "comparing a 
smartphone to a telegraph." 

Work made a similar point. He said today's ships are far 
more capable and flexible, and that comparing today's plans 
with those for larger fleet footprints in past decades is like 
comparing apples and oranges. 

"It just doesn't tell you anything. The only question you 
ask yourself is how many ships do we need to implement the 
national strategy of today?" he said. "But regardless of what 
happens, we will hit 300 ships in 2019 regardless of what 
happens. Because of the decisions we've made over the past 
few years, we have about 40 ships on contract right now. The 
American flag will be everywhere it has been before, and it 
will be as much as you'd have with a 600 ship Navy." 

Listen To Audio (RT: 7:09) 
Return to Index 
 

3. Career Opportunities For The 21st Century Sailor And Marine Highlighted At 2012 SAS Expo 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 18 APR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Alexandra Snyder, Defense Media Activity 
Pentagon Bureau, Navy 

NATIONAL HARBOR, Md. -- Veterans hiring, one of 
the objectives contained in the 21st Century Sailor and Marine 
initiative area of "continuum of service", was the focus of an 
important panel discussion at the 2012 Sea-Air-Space 
Exposition in National Harbor, Md. April 18. 

The exposition panel, moderated by Assistant Secretary of 
the Navy for Manpower and Reserve Affairs Juan Garcia, 
focused on the continuum of military service, with a 
discussion on veteran hiring programs, featuring 
representatives from corporations such as General Electric 
(GE) and United Services Automobile Association (USAA). 

"As operations wrap up in Iraq and begin to decrease in 
Afghanistan, the military force will be decreasing," said 
Garcia. "Today's service members have a hard time walking 

through an airport without receiving a handshake or hug. 
America appreciates their service. America wants to hire 
them." 

Speaking to that point, the panel members detailed their 
companies' veterans hiring programs. 

"We are very concerned about the unemployment rates of 
our veterans and have made a pledge to hire 1,000 veterans a 
year for the next five years," said Arthur Cotton, program 
manager, GE Veterans Network. "There is a big argument to 
be made why having a strong military hiring program is 
important. We notice a strong difference between the veterans 
we employ and our other employees in terms of work ethic." 

During the discussion, special emphasis was given to the 
hiring of wounded service members. 
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"The key to the full recovery of our wounded warriors is a 
job," said Garcia. "A sense of independence; a sense of self-
reliance." 

Additionally, Garcia noted that the first priority for many 
of our nation's wounded was to be geographically close to 
their support systems. 

"They want to go home," he said. "When we have robust 
and successful corporations able to tell that wounded service 
members that they can be employed close to their home, that 
does a lot for their peace of mind and their recovery." 

The panel members made it clear that hiring these 
warriors was a top priority for them. 

"We have a real focus on the military community and 
their spouses," said retired Rear Adm. John Townes, senior 
vice president of military affairs, USAA. "We have a goal 
each year of 25 percent hiring of veterans and spouses, to 
include wounded warriors, and we currently have 22 percent 
of our staff that are prior military or spouses." 

Also stressed was the importance of all current and 
former service members to keep themselves informed of their 
opprotunities for employment in the civilian sector. 

"A veteran has to be the CEO of their own career. It is 
really important for all service members to keep their options 
open and not undersell their skill sets," said Cotton. "Watch 
the parallels and be open to identifying how broadly your 
skills transfer." 

"This is the most qualified force we've ever had," added 
Garcia. "The challenge here for corporate America is not to 
hire solely out of patriotism, but out of the realization that you 
need these people." 

The 21st Century Sailor and Marine initiative 
consolidates a set of objectives and policies, new and existing, 
to maximize Sailor and Marine personal readiness, build 
resiliency and hone the most combat-effective force in the 
history of the Navy and Marine Corps. 

Return to Index 
 

4. #SAAM: USFF Kicks Off First-Responder Training 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 18 APR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Phil Beaufort, U.S. Fleet Forces Command Public 
Affairs 

NORFOLK, Va. -- Junior Sailors at Naval Station 
Norfolk heard U.S. Fleet Forces Command's deputy chief of 
staff for fleet personnel, development, and allocation, 
reinforce the importance of being a first-responder in sexual 
assault cases April 16. 

Al Gonzalez talked about the Navy's Sexual Assault 
Prevention and Response program, and how as active 
bystanders, Sailors have the power to stop assaults from 
occurring and to get help for people who have been 
victimized. 

"We want all Sailors to understand that sexual assault is a 
crime, and we need Sailors to be our eyes and ears to prevent 
sexual assaults and, if they do happen, to report them to the 
proper authorities. Sexual assaults have no place in our Navy, 
said Gonzalez. "That is why we need them to be active and 
help us reduce the number of sexual assaults around the fleet. 
Bystander intervention can make a difference." 

According to Norfolk's Fleet and Family Support Center 
(FFSC) Sexual Assault Response Coordinator (SARC) Kim 
Birdwell, knowing what to do when confronted in the 
aftermath of a sexual assault can help the recovery process. 

"Around 40 percent of Sailors reporting a sexual assault 
end up leaving the Navy within 18 months of the incident," 
said Birdwell. "So it's essential that they get help right away in 
order to begin the healing process." 

Brandi Gross, also a FFSC SARC, said that it is every 
Sailor's duty to help where they can, even if a legal issue is 
involved. 

"Sexual assault is a crime, and military members must 
understand the rights of victims, so they can better help 

victims as they navigate their way through the legal process," 
said Gross. "They can file a restricted report, which limits who 

has knowledge of the assault to a very few people, or they can 
file an unrestricted report, which involves notifying their 
command and legal authorities, so it's important for Sailors to 
know that if they learn of an assault they are legally required 
to report it to authorities." 

With programs, resources and training available for All 
Hands, Gonzalez believes the Navy's "all in" approach will 
help reduce sexual assaults and go a long way in changing the 
stigma associated with sexual assault. 

"We don't want Sailors to be scared to report a sexual 
assault, which is why we're maximizing our resources and 
spreading the word that it's ok to report a sexual assault 
because no Sailor should have to keep that secret," said 
Gonzalez. "It's about taking care of our own and making sure 
everyone, male and female, gets the help they need following 
an assault." 

Fleet Forces is committed to doing its part. USFF is 
embracing the Navy's SAAM month mission and is actively 
working to increase awareness and prevention across the fleet. 
Additional support and information regarding sexual assault 
prevention can be found at www.sapr.navy.mil. 

Sexual Assault Prevention and Response is an important 
element of the readiness area of the 21st Century Sailor and 
Marine initiative which consolidates a set of objectives and 
policies, new and existing, to maximize Sailor and Marine 
personal readiness, build resiliency and hone the most combat-
effective force in the history of the Navy and Marine Corps. 
The Department of the Navy is working to aggressively to 
prevent sexual assaults, to support sexual assault victims, and 
to hold offenders accountable. 

Help raise awareness by joining the conversation on 
social media using #SAAM. 

Return to Index 
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5. #SAAM: NASWI Holds SAPR Leadership Summit 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 18 APR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Nardel Gervacio, Navy Public Affairs Support 
Element West, Det. Whidbey Island 

OAK HARBOR, Wash. -- Senior leadership from various 
commands at Naval Air Station Whidbey Island (NASWI) met 
to bring awareness to the Sexual Assault Prevention and 
Response (SAPR) program at a summit held at the NASWI 
Chief Petty Officers' Club, April 17. 

The three-hour summit provided a forum for best 
practices and intervention methods, which encourage a risk 
management approach that will support readiness. 

April is National Sexual Assault Awareness Month, the 
Department of Defense's SAAM theme this year is, "Hurts 
One, Affects All. Prevention of Sexual Assault is Everyone's 
Duty." 

"Today we held a SAPR Leadership summit in which we 
presented three cases among command leadership," said 
Kathleen Schofield, Sexual Assault Response coordinator 
(SARC) Navy Region Northwest assigned to Fleet and Family 
Support Center at Naval Air Station Whidbey Island. "Among 
the leaders were panel members that included subject matter 
experts, Navy Criminal Investigative Service, Judge Advocate 
General, chaplain, counselors from the Fleet and Family 
Support Center, medical as well as SAPR Advocates." 

The goals of the SAPR program are to promote sensitive, 
coordinated, and effective management of sexual assault 
cases, to reduce the incidence of sexual assault through 
awareness and prevention education, and to standardize 
reporting of sexual assaults. 

During the summit, cases were presented during a 
roundtable/panel-based discussion concerning cases and 
command responsibilities. 

"The intent and what we did today was to present three 
[fictional] cases of victims reporting sexual assaults [restricted 
cases], what went wrong with these cases and what was the 
right thing to do," said Schofield. 

Scenarios were presented by the panel and audience to 
discuss what should happen, what goes wrong or right, 

resources and alternatives, policies and politics versus the 
right thing to do. 

"The summit provided valuable information for me," said 
Lt. Ana Brown, assigned to Electronic Attack Weapons 
School. "It's great to have this put out to us so that leadership 
knows what the victims' rights are and commands can 
adequately deal with the situation." 

Also on hand during the leadership summit was a guest 
survivor presentation. 

"It's important to me as a SAPR advocate to go back to 
my command and re-train our members because a lot of our 
Sailors don't know what to do if something happens to them," 
said Logistic Specialist 2nd Vitalese Aigbokhan of Seattle, 
assigned to Fleet Logistics Support Squadron 61. "It's great to 
have these contacts and the help available to them." 

Throughout the month of April, various commands will 
focus its efforts on awareness and prevention of sexual 
violence through the use of command-level education and 
special events. 

Displayed in and around the Naval Air Station Whidbey 
Island are SAPR silhouettes, which are called "Silent No 
More" placed in several key locations to increase awareness 
regarding the crime of sexual assault and rape in the Navy and 
Whidbey Island community. 

Sexual Assault Prevention and Response is an important 
element of the readiness area of the 21st Century Sailor and 
Marine initiative which consolidates a set of objectives and 
policies, new and existing, to maximize Sailor and Marine 
personal readiness, build resiliency and hone the most combat-
effective force in the history of the Navy and Marine Corps. 
The Department of the Navy is working to aggressively to 
prevent sexual assaults, to support sexual assault victims, and 
to hold offenders accountable. 

Help raise awareness by joining the conversation on 
social media using #SAAM. 

Return to Index 
 

6. #SAAM: CPPD Uses Atypical Instructor Training For Bystander Intervention 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 18 APR 12) ... Susan Henson, Center for Personal and Professional Development Public Affairs 

FORT SAM HOUSTON, Texas -- A team of master 
trainers from the Center for Personal and Professional 
Development (CPPD) conducted its latest Bystander 
Intervention train-the-trainer class April 17-18 for Navy 
instructors in the San Antonio area. 

CPPD's Master Train-the-Trainer Teams (MTTTs) have 
been qualifying Navy instructors to teach Bystander 
Intervention (BI) at all Navy "A" schools as part of Sailors' 
Navy Military Training after-hours curricula. Bystander 
Intervention training is part of a broader Navy strategy to 
address changes in attitudes and behaviors about sexual 
assault. The training is delivered to A-school students to 
educate them on their responsibilities to intervene in situations 
of possible assault or sexual assault and that, as leaders, it is 
their responsibility to act. They are being trained not as 
potential perpetrators or victims of sexual assault, but as 
bystanders who can and will intervene with other Sailors when 
they encounter risky situations. 

CPPD currently has nine Navy civilian and active duty 
instructors qualified to facilitate a Bystander Intervention 
MTTT, with each team consisting of two people. The team in 
San Antonio provided training to 23 Sailors assigned as 
instructors at Navy Medicine Training Center (NMTC), Navy 
Medicine Training Support Center (NMTSC) or Naval 
Technical Training Center (NTTC) Lackland. The Sailors 
trained to teach Bystander Intervention ranged in paygrade 
from E-5 to E-7 with their years of service ranging from 
nearly six to 19 years, which is a typical class makeup. Upon 
completion of the class, the instructors are qualified to 
facilitate Bystander Intervention training with groups of "A" 
school students. 

"The Department of the Navy averages three sexual 
assaults a day," said MTTT Facilitator Gary Webster, who 
also works at CPPD headquarters as a training instructor. 
"This is a problem, and we have to change this. With 
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Bystander Intervention training, we have the ability to stamp 
out this problem." 

CPPD worked with a civilian contractor to develop 
Bystander Intervention training tailored to a Navy 
environment. "This training is not like any other the Navy's 
done," said Senior Chief Interior Communications Electrician 
(SW/AW) Claudia Seawright, CPPD Bystander Intervention 
Training Course manager, who is also the command's Sexual 
Assault Prevention and Response point of contact. "There are 
no powerpoint slides; no formalized student guide in which to 
take notes. Instead, students are led through a facilitated 
discussion. They are asked to move around the room and to 
take a position on issues like what really constitutes consent to 
sex and what happens to that consent when alcohol is 
involved." 

Seawright said that it is sometimes challenging to get 
people to understand the level of the Navy's sexual assault 
problem. "We have to get everyone to understand that this is a 
problem in the Navy, and we need everyone's help to stop it, 
from the most junior Sailors to the most senior Sailors," she 
said. 

With a focus primarily on leadership, Bystander 
Intervention training begins with an introduction exercise in 
which students provide a word that describes a positive 
leadership trait. Words usually making the list include mentor, 
reliable, trustworthy and good communicator. Facilitators then 
refer to the students' list throughout the training in pointing out 
that it can be hard to report something, but leaders must do 
what's right vice what's easy. "We have to recognize the 
problem and use leadership skills to fix it," said Chief Hospital 
Corpsman (SW/AW/FMF) Edgar Nunez, an instructor with 
NMTC who attended the San Antonio Bystander Intervention 
MTTT class. 

"You have to sometimes step in and use these leadership 
traits to intervene in a situation of a Sailor being abused - or 
being the abuser," said MTTT Facilitator Tracee Dozier, also a 
CPPD knowledge management program analyst. 

Facilitators make the point that bystanders aren't just 
people who stand on the sidelines and watch but are instead 
people in a circle of influence who can address an issue - such 
as a family member, friend, coworker and shipmate. 
"Bystanders have power," said Dozier. "They can either 
escalate or de-escalate a situation." 

Most people witnessing a crime in the United States 
choose not to get involved, she said. Bystander Intervention 
training focuses on providing students with options to act. 
"Doing nothing is not an option - we can always do 
something," Dozier said. 

One of the more engaging parts of Bystander Intervention 
training for students are the Agree-Disagree-Unsure (ADU) 
exercises. During one of these exercises, a facilitator reads a 
broad question and asks students to physically show their 
position on the question by standing on a designated side of 
the room indicating if they agree, disagree or are unsure about 
the question. Then students are asked why they made that 
choice. One such question is, "There is a serious problem of 
some men being abusive toward women in this country." 

Facilitators do not provide personal opinions or pass 
judgment on student statements, instead guiding students' 
responses to cover essential teaching points. Often, students 
share highly personal details of their lives such as growing up 

in an abusive home. These personal insights provide a deeper 
look at complex issues tackled in the Bystander Intervention 
training. 

The training also addresses the importance of language in 
relationships and how it influences our thoughts and feelings. 
Commonly used words glamorized in today's society, such as 
slang or curse words, may not seem offensive to some, but can 
be highly offensive to others. "Words have power," said 
Gunner's Mate 1st Class (SW) Kyle Farley, an instructor at 
NTTC Lackland who attended the San Antonio MTTT class. 
"Sometimes they have more lasting effect and power than 
actions." 

Making a point that the context of a word can change its 
meaning - and degree of offensiveness - Webster said it's 
important that students understand the effect in every context 
because, "Language is the lowest level at which we can attack 
this problem of sexual assault." 

Bystander Intervention training tackles many complex 
issues such as the commonly held belief that an assault is none 
of a bystander's business, the legal and "street" definition of 
self defense, implicit and explicit consent, appropriate versus 
inappropriate behaviors, and behaviors of people in healthy 
versus unhealthy relationships. Facilitators present realistic 
scenarios for discussion during which students talk about their 
feelings and beliefs regarding violence, sexual assault and 
what they can do to intervene in a potentially volatile 
situation. 

The training sometimes brings up traumatic experiences 
for students, something that facilitators must know how to 
handle. "We're not clinical psychologists but we are leaders," 
said Dozier. "We can refer and get people to the right 
resources. We can always do something to help a Sailor get 
the necessary assistance." 

The training often sparks spirited discussion not only in 
the classroom but in home or social settings, according to 
Seawright. "On the second day of the MTTT when the 
students come back from talking with spouses, for example, 
they are often excited about the training," she said. "During 
the healthy and unhealthy relationships discussion, it's often 
easy for students to come up with unhealthy aspects of a 
relationship but harder to come up with healthy aspects of 
relationships. It's a real eye-opener for some people, and they 
say they plan to use that learning experience in their own 
personal relationships." 

Bystander Intervention training provides Sailors with 
options to act and emphasizes that the only wrong option is to 
do nothing. Master-at-Arms 1st Class (SW) Jonathan Mason, 
an instructor assigned to NTTC Lackland who attended the 
San Antonio MTTT, expressed disbelief that a bystander 
wouldn't choose to act. "It blows my mind that someone isn't 
willing to make a phone call," he said. "That's what gets me 
about a bystander not acting - it's just one phone call." 

"In my time as a sexual assault victim advocate, I've seen 
a lot of sexual assault cases," said Master-at-Arms 1st Class 
(SW/AW) Nanette Perkins, an instructor at NTTC Lackland's 
Naval Corrections Academy who attended the San Antonio 
MTTT. "I'm glad to see all the (military) services being so 
proactive about stopping sexual assault." 

Sexual Assault Prevention and Response is an important 
element of the readiness area of the 21st Century Sailor and 
Marine initiative that consolidates a set of objectives and 
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policies, new and existing, to maximize Sailor and Marine 
personal readiness, build resiliency and hone the most combat-
effective force in the history of the Navy and Marine Corps. 
The Department of the Navy is working to aggressively 

prevent sexual assaults, to support sexual assault victims, and 
to hold offenders accountable. 

Help raise awareness by joining the conversation on 
social media using #SAAM. 
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7. #SAAM: SPAWAR Leadership Reinforces 'Prevention Is Everyone's Duty' 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 18 APR 12) ... Tina C. Stillions, Space and Naval Warfare Systems Command Public Affairs 

SAN DIEGO -- Space and Naval Warfare Systems 
Command (SPAWAR) Headquarters held a sexual harassment 
and assault training stand-down for civilian and military 
personnel April 18 as part of the Navy's Sexual Assault 
Awareness Month campaign. 

The annual training was designed to educate personnel on 
sexual harassment and sexual assault issues and to raise 
awareness about prevention throughout the command. The 
training was comprised of two parts - sexual harassment and 
sexual assault - and provided a venue for discussion. The 
military component at SPAWAR also received additional 
general military training following the day's event. 

"These particular types of personal crimes and incidents 
can profoundly impact individuals, organizations and 
ultimately our ability to conduct our Navy missions," said Rod 
Smith, deputy commander at SPAWAR. "Although we 
recognize that SPAWAR is unique compared to most fleet 
units due to our older workforce and demographics, we are not 
isolated from the effects of sexual assault and harassment in 
our Navy. It's our problem too." 

Smith said prevention is the responsibility of everyone 
and pointed out that raising awareness and understanding can 
prevent victimization. 

"Prevention is everyone's duty. We all want a safe and 
productive environment for ourselves, our co-workers and our 
shipmates," said Smith. "Today's training is our effort to 
collectively eliminate the problem." 

Cheryl McGuire, the Navy Region Southwest equal 
employment opportunity trainer, provided detailed 
descriptions for the sexual harassment portion of the training. 
She said management has a responsibility to act and to address 
any issue as soon as it is aware of a problem. 

Chief Machinist's Mate Joshua Jackson, SPAWAR's 
Equal Opportunity advisor, facilitated the interactive question 
and answer portion that accompanied McGuire's brief. 

"This is a great opportunity for our workforce to come 
together to refresh on sexual assault and sexual harassment 
procedures," said Jackson. "As a command, we support the 
Navy's message and will not tolerate sexual assault. 
Prevention is everyone's duty. We must look out for each 
other and prevent harm." 

Sexual assault prevention and response is an important 
element of the readiness for the fleet. The Department of the 
Navy is working aggressively to prevent sexual assaults 
through education and awareness campaigns such as the one 
held at SPAWAR Headquarters. In addition to training, the 
Navy seeks to support sexual assault victims and to hold 
individuals accountable. 

"Events like these help to bring this issue into the 
spotlight. Every day at least one of our Navy shipmates 
becomes a victim of sexual assault," said SPAWAR 
Command Master Chief Octavia Harris. "Sailors must look 
out for each other and intervene if something is not right in a 
situation. If something does happen, it's important to know 
what to do and who to go to." 

Sexual Assault Prevention and Response is an important 
element of the readiness area of the 21st Century Sailor and 
Marine initiative which consolidates a set of objectives and 
policies, new and existing, to maximize Sailor and Marine 
personal readiness, build resiliency and hone the most combat-
effective force in the history of the Navy and Marine Corps. 
The Department of the Navy is working to aggressively to 
prevent sexual assaults, to support sexual assault victims, and 
to hold offenders accountable. 

Help raise awareness by joining the conversation on 
social media using #SAAM. 

Return to Index 
 

8. NOLA Navy Week Brings Tall Ships, Concerts, Tours, Air Shows And More 
(WWL CBS NEW ORLEANS 18 APR 12) ... Scott Satchfield 

NEW ORLEANS - To commemorate the bicentennial of 
the War of 1812, thousands of Sailors and some huge ships are 
in town for New Orleans Navy Week. 

Civilians can get a peek at these giant boats throughout 
the week that is celebrating the nation's sea services. 

The week-long event will include air shows, flights by the 
Blue Angels and events at the Chalmette Battlefield. Many of 
the ships in town are likely to be the main attraction. 

The event, which is the first of four years of festivities 
around the country, got underway Tuesday with a parade of 
tall ships and modern navy ships sailing up the Mississippi 
River into the Port of New Orleans. 

The flotilla stretches from the Crescent City Connection 
Bridge to the Esplanade Street Wharf. 

There are 3,000 Sailors taking part in Navy Week, and 
they said New Orleans is the perfect host city to begin and 
conclude the event. 

"The Navy is celebrating the War of 1812. New Orleans 
is the first port visit of 14 port visits. The reason we're picking 
New Orleans is because of the significance of the War of 1812 
to New Orleans. We're actually gonna finish in 2015 with a 
port visit here to celebrate or commemorate the Battle of New 
Orleans in 1815," said U.S. Navy Cmdr. Tim Riegle. 

The ships will be open to the public in the afternoons 
through Sunday from noon until 7 p.m. 

There are quite a few events scheduled for Wednesday. 
There are two Coast Guard Band concerts. One of them kicks 
off at 2 p.m. at Preservation Hall and the other is at 4:30 p.m. 
at the Old U.S. Mint. At 8:30 p.m., there is a fireworks show 
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at the riverfront. Mayor Mitch Landrieu will welcome 
commanding officers at a ceremony. 

View Clip (RT: 2:44) 
La. Guard Salutes Naval Fleet By Cannon Fire 
Vessels Sail Into New Orleans For Navy Week 
(WDSU NBC NEW ORLEANS 18 APR 12) 
The Louisiana Army National Guard’s Washington 

Artillery recognized incoming ships during the launch of Navy 
Week in New Orleans. 

Members with the 1-141st Field Artillery Battalion helped 
in the recognition with a 21-gun salute, involving canon fire. 

The week commemorates the bicentennial of the War of 
1812, and promotes the Navy, Marine Corps and Coast Guard. 

“Events like this are what make military life great,” said 
Navy Lt. Cmdr. Mike Billips, public affairs officer working 
with the celebration. “The great thing about today’s modern 
military is that we’re joint in our activities, and we can come 
together as one team.” 

The Guard said that the historic Washington Artillery has 
extensive experience in rendering military salutes by cannon 
fire. 

“When we’re really busy we probably fire at one or two 
events a month,” said Sgt. 1st Class Louis Faust, platoon 
sergeant in the 1-141st. “We’ve done a lot of things in the city 
of New Orleans and have a very deep history here.” 

The Washington Artillery recently deployed with the 
256th Infantry Brigade Combat Team in support of Operations 
Iraqi Freedom and New Dawn. 

Broadcast Clip – Ships Sail Into New Orleans For 
Navy Week 

(WDSU NBC NORFOLK 17 APR 12) Damon Singleton 
View Clip (RT: 2:00) 
Broadcast Clip - WDSU Tours Royal Navy Ship For 

Navy Week 
(WDSU NBC NORFOLK 18 APR 12) Rosa Flores 
We talk to the commander of the H.M.S. Montrose about 

his stay in New Orleans. 
View Clip (RT: 2:47) 
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9. Virginia Officials Show Navy That Oceana Has Support 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 19 APR 12) ... Bill Bartel 

VIRGINIA BEACH -- Lest anyone start raising questions 
about Oceana Naval Air Station's future following the April 6 
jet crash into an apartment complex, Virginia's elected federal, 
state and local leaders have begun a pre-emptive strike. 

They sent letters this week to top Navy officials and 
others praising the base and the region's close ties to the Navy. 

The correspondence stemmed from a conference call 
within days of the crash, during which Gov. Bob McDonnell, 
Virginia Beach Mayor Will Sessoms, some members of 
Hampton Roads' congressional delegation and others 
discussed their concerns for Oceana's future and national TV 
news reports questioning the base's proximity to urban areas. 

"The national media seemed to be trying to stir up some 
negative stuff about Oceana," said Terrie Suit, state secretary 
of veterans affairs and homeland security, who participated in 
the call. 

Shortly after taking off from Oceana, an F/A-18D Hornet 
crashed into the Mayfair Mews complex, destroying more than 
half the 65 apartments. The two pilots, who ejected just before 
the crash, and five people on the ground were injured. There 
were no fatalities. 

With the Obama administration signaling that it wants 
two more rounds of base closings, and memories fresh from 
Virginia's scramble in 2005 to save Oceana when it was 
considered for closure because of civilian encroachment, the 
elected leaders agreed on a unified, bipartisan response. 

Craig Quigley, executive director of the Hampton Roads 
Military and Federal Facilities Alliance, called the letters 
"preventive medicine." 

"There have been those outside Hampton Roads that may 
see this as an opportunity to drive a wedge between the 
citizens of the region and the Navy," Quigley said. 

Virginia's two senators and all 11 U.S. House members 
signed an April 17 letter to Navy Secretary Ray Mabus 
praising the Navy's response and the "seamless coordination" 
between the military and civilian responders, both 
immediately after the crash and in assisting residents who 
were injured or lost their homes. 

They also reminded Mabus that the state and Virginia 
Beach have "worked hand-in-hand" to reduce private 
development near the base and have spent $115 million to buy 
property and remove structures. 

McDonnell's own April 18 letter to Mabus offered a 
similar message of praise for the pilots' bravery, the crash 
response and the region's close kinship to the Navy. He also 
stressed that the state and Virginia Beach have been "actively 
addressing and controlling encroachment issues" near Oceana. 

Quigley's organization, which represents 13 cities and 
counties in southeastern Virginia, sent a letter of support for 
the Navy to state and local leaders and Adm. John Harvey Jr., 
the head of the Navy's Fleet Forces Command. 

The letter, signed by the alliance's chairwoman, Hampton 
Mayor Molly Ward, pointed out that the Navy is an integral 
part of the community and major contributor to the economy. 

"We stick with them through good and bad," Ward wrote. 
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CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
10. U.S. Envoy: War Games Our Devotion To Peace 
(PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 19 APR 12) 

The annual Balikatan military exercises between the 
Philippines and the United States are about “working together 

in the spirit of the Mutual Defense Treaty” and in keeping 
with the two allies’ “heightened cooperation on the breadth of 
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bilateral, regional and global issues,” U.S. Ambassador to 
Manila Harry Thomas Jr. said Wednesday. 

The war games are “about our common devotion to peace 
that has sustained our alliance through the years,” Thomas 
said in a statement from the U.S. Embassy. 

“Over many decades, we have forged an enduring 
friendship and this experience can only make it stronger,” 
Thomas said. 

He added: “With our 28th Balikatan, we may all rest 
assured that when our two militaries carry out a mission 
together, the result will be far greater than the sum of its parts. 
In other words, we accomplish together what we could never 
accomplish by ourselves. And that is what this endeavor is all 
about. Shoulder to shoulder, magka-Balikatan.” 

ASEAN Members, Too 
Apart from the 2,300 Philippine troops and 4,500 U.S. 

soldiers, several dozen participants from the Association of 
Southeast Asian Nations and from other partner countries are 
also taking part in the military exercises, Thomas said. 

“This gathering represents an incalculable number of 
hours spent planning, bringing together the necessary assets 
and simply getting themselves here,” Thomas said. “But the 
numbers do not tell the whole story. True to the meaning of 
Balikatan, this exercise is about a great partnership between 
the Philippines and the U.S.,” he said. 

“This is about working together in the spirit of our 61-
year-old Mutual Defense Treaty,” Thomas added. 

For its part, the Armed Forces of the Philippines said 
Balikatan was “designed to enhance both military forces’ 
interoperability not only in traditional military training but 
also in reaching out to communities in need of urgent 
assistance.” 

Running from April 16 to 27, the joint military exercises 
kicked off on Monday amid a standoff between the Philippines 
and China at Panatag Shoal, internationally known as 
Scarborough Shoal, in the West Philippine Sea (South China 
Sea). 

This year’s Balikatan includes field training exercises on 
counterterrorism and maritime security in Palawan province; 

medical aid and jungle survival in the provinces of Nueva 
Ecija and Pampanga, and humanitarian aid and disaster 
response in Camp Aguinaldo, Quezon City. 

As in past years, the two forces will work on civic 
projects, such as building classrooms, and conducting medical 
and dental missions in the communities hosting the exercises. 

Fort Magsaysay 
The first major field exercises will take place on April 21. 

The exercises will be held at Fort Magsaysay, the sprawling 
Army training camp in Nueva Ecija. 

The Philippine exercises spokesperson, Major Emmanuel 
Garcia, said the joint training would include combat-casualty 
evacuation, platoon force on force, explosive-ordnance 
operations and community relations. 

Simulated Combat 
On April 24, further exercises are scheduled to be 

conducted in Fort Magsaysay. 
Aside from the previous exercises, live-fire exercises, 

medical training and simulated combat are to be conducted. 
The exercises in Palawan will start on April 22 with a 

bilateral boat raid. An amphibious raid exercise will be 
conducted on April 25. 

The nine-day large-scale bilateral exercises will end on 
April 25. 

Protests 
On Monday, the militant groups Bagong Alyansang 

Makabayan (Bayan) and the International League of People’s 
Struggles launched a series of mass actions across the country 
to protest the Balikatan exercises. 

Bayan secretary general Renato Reyes Jr. said Balikatan 
was “but part of a bigger design to make American troops a 
permanent fixture in the Philippines even without any formal 
basing treaty.” 

“The hype surrounding the failed North Korean rocket 
launch and the U.S. statements on the dispute in the South 
China Sea are clearly intended to justify the permanent 
presence of American troops in Philippine territory and the 
region,” Reyes said. 
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11. 7th Fleet Sailors To Take Part In Cultural Exchange With Vietnam Counterparts 
(STARS AND STRIPES 19 APR 12) 

SASEBO NAVAL BASE, Japan — The USS Blue Ridge 
will stop in Da Nang on Monday for the third annual Naval 
Exchange Activity Vietnam, a weeklong skills and cultural 
exchange with the U.S. Navy’s counterparts from Vietnam, 
officials said Thursday. 

The 7th Fleet’s flagship will be joined by the guided-
missile destroyer USS Chafee and the salvage ship USNS 
Safeguard, said Lt. Cmdr. Mike Morley, spokesman for 
Commander, Logistics Group, Western Pacific. Roughly 
1,200 U.S. Sailors will participate in activities including 
diving skills exchanges, sporting events and social events. The 

7th Fleet’s rock group Orient Express also is scheduled to 
perform. 

“The fact we’re holding the 3rd Naval Exchange Activity 
is evidence of our increasingly closer ties, and the event helps 
build understanding and mutual trust between the U.S. and the 
people of Vietnam,” Morley wrote in an email to Stars and 
Stripes. 

The previous two exchanges happened in Da Nang as 
well, Morley said. The USS John S. McCain participated in 
2010, and the destroyers USS Chung-Hoon and USS Howard 
took part last year. 
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12. DESRON 26, U.S. Ships Begin Joint Warrior 12-1 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 18 APR 12) ... Senior Chief Mass Communication Specialist Michael W. Martin Destroyer Squadron 26 
Public Affairs 

FASLANE, Scotland -- Commander, Destroyer Squadron 
(DESRON) 26, the Norfolk-based guided-missile destroyer 
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USS Forrest Sherman (DDG 98), and the fleet replenishment 
oiler USNS Leroy Grumman (T-AO 195) are participating in a 
multinational exercise off the coast of Scotland. 

Exercise Joint Warrior 12-1, which runs April 14 through 
April 27, is the largest concentration of coalition assets in one 
integrated training event addressing the full spectrum of 
maritime and joint warfare mission areas. It is intended to 
improve interoperability between allied navies and prepare 
participants for a possible role in a joint maritime environment 
during deployments. Joint Warrior is the United Kingdom's 
advanced certification course and is on par with a U.S. Joint 
Task Force Exercise, which certifies U.S. ships for 
deployment. 

"Interoperability is not just the ability of networks and 
information systems to exchange data automatically. The 

cornerstone of interoperability is for our U.S. Sailors, with our 
international partners, to establish a common language with 
proven tactics, techniques and procedures during exercises 
like Joint Warrior that enables future coalition and joint 
missions from the sea ensuring the stability of the maritime 
commons that maintain freedom of the seas," said Capt. 
Nelson Castro, commander, DESRON 26. 

Nations participating in the exercise include Canada, 
Denmark, France, Germany, Netherlands, Norway, United 
Kingdom and the United States. 

Commanded by Cmdr. Luis Sanchez Jr., Forrest Sherman 
and crew completed the Royal Navy's flag officer sea training 
March 26 - April 5. 
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13. St. Louis Navy Man Helps Remove Live Explosive from Marine’s Leg 
(KMOX CBS ST. LOUIS 18 APR 12) ... Kevin Killeen 

ST. LOUIS – A hometown hero, serving in the Navy 
Nurse Corps in Afghanistan, is featured in USA Today for his 
role in a dangerous procedure, helping remove a rocket 
propelled grenade from a Marine’s leg. 

Lt. Commander James Gennari, a Fleet Marine Specialist, 
says it happened in January, when the wounded Marine 
arrived on a gurney from the battlefront and had to be operated 
on outside the hospital for fear the device might explode. 

Gennari spoke with KMOX about the experience. 
“What was going through my mind really, I honestly 

thought if the grenade was going to blow up, it was going to 
blow up,” Gennari said, “And there wasn’t anything I could do 
about it. I promised this kid that was there all by himself that I 
wouldn’t leave him. I think he was 21.” 

About seven minutes later, when the explosives ordinance 
removal technician arrived, Gennari says the surgeon ruled out 
cutting into the Marine’s leg. Gennari gave the patient some 
more pain killer and it was time to give it a try. 

“The technician pulled on it three times, and when he 
pulled it out, I tightened the tourniquet and called for stretcher 

bearers, as the technician took the ordinance away and 
disposed of it. We blew it up.” 

The Marine survived. And Gennari is now back in the 
states with his wife and young daughter.A Navy man for 28 
years, Gennari served the past six months with a shock trauma 
platoon deployed to a mobile emergency unit within three 
miles of the front. Its personnel are trained by the Federal 
Health care Center in north Chicago, Illinois. 

“We set up so when the patient gets a combat injury, they 
can come to us,” Gennari said, “We focus on what’s known in 
trauma as the golden hour. I mean, we got this guy (with the 
grenade in his leg) fifteen minutes after he got hurt. We give 
blood, do emergency surgery, plug the holes and send them to 
a bigger hospital.” 

Gennari grew up in Webster Groves, Mo. Third oldest 
child of a family of nine raised by Gil and Eileen Gennari, he 
attended Webster Groves High School and graduated from 
DeSmet High, class of 1978. 
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GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
14. Pentagon Chief: 'We're Within An Inch Of War Almost Every Day’ 
(THE HILL 18 APR 12) ... Jeremy Herb 

Defense Secretary Leon Panetta offered a blunt 
assessment of the threats facing the United States on 
Wednesday, saying the potential for another war breaking out 
remains high in places like North Korea. 

“We’re within an inch of war almost every day in that 
part of the world,” Panetta said in an interview with CNN’s 
Wolf Blitzer, in response to a question about the threats in the 
Korean Peninsula. “And we just have to be very careful about 
what we say and what we do.” 

Blitzer then asked Panetta, who joined with Secretary of 
State Hillary Clinton for an interview during the secretaries’ 
NATO meeting in Brussels, whether the North Korean threat 
kept him up at night. 

“Unfortunately, these days there’s a helluva lot that keeps 
me awake,” Panetta responded, listing Iran, Syria, the Middle 

East, cyber warfare and weapons of mass destruction as other 
insomnia-inducing issues. 

Panetta responded to charges from Republican 
presidential candidate Mitt Romney that “incompetence” from 
the Obama administration led North Korea to launch its failed 
long-range missile last week. 

“I think it’s pretty clear this administration took a firm 
stand with regard to provocative behavior North Korea 
engaged in,” Panetta said. "We made clear they should not do 
it, and we condemned the action even though it was not 
successful.” 

Panetta would not say what action the Obama 
administration would take if North Korea now conducts its 
third nuclear test, as is suspected. It would be “another 
provocation,” the defense secretary said, and would “worsen” 
the U.S.-North Korea relationship. 
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On the violence in Syria, Clinton said the regime of 
President Bashar al-Assad is “running out of time.” 

“I don’t think we’re halfway through this story yet,” she 
said. “We’re going to see a lot happen over the next few 
weeks, and it truly is up to the Assad regime. They’re the ones 
that hold it in their power to end the violence.” 

Clinton said the Obama administration was waiting to see 
whether or not Assad was implementing the peace plan from 

UN-Arab League envoy Kofi Annan and upholding a cease-
fire, which appears to be faltering. 

Panetta said the Obama administration is not getting 
involved in Syria militarily unless the international community 
backs involvement, which is what happened in Libya. In 
Syria, however, Russia and China remain opposed to the UN 
Security Council taking stronger action than the peace plan. 
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15. S. Korea Deploys New Missile Capable Of Hitting Anywhere In N. Korea 
(YONHAP NEWS 19 APR 12) 

SEOUL -- South Korea has deployed a new long-range 
cruise missile that puts nuclear and missile sites in the entire 
North Korean territory within striking distance, defense 
ministry officials said Thursday, amid growing security jitters 
sparked by the North's botched rocket launch. 

The new, home-grown cruise missile has a range of "more 
than 1,000 kilometers and can immediately strike anywhere in 
North Korea," said Maj. Gen. Shin Won-sik, the senior official 
in charge of policy planning at the ministry. 

"While maintaining unwavering readiness with this 
longer-range weaponry, our military will firmly and 
thoroughly retaliate if North Korea conducts a reckless 
provocation." 

Shin did not give the name of the new cruise missile, 
apparently for an intelligence matter, but South Korea has 
started manufacturing the surface-to-surface Hyunmu-3C with 
a range of up to 1,500 km since 2010. 

The previous versions of Hyunmu-3A and Hyunmu-3B, 
with a range of 500 km and 1,000 km each, were put into 
service. 

Together with the new cruise missile, the military has also 
deployed a new tactical ballistic missile with a range of 300 
km, which is "more powerful than" the MGM-140 Army 
Tactical Missile System (ATACMS) developed by the United 
States, Shin said. 

The defense ministry decided to publicly announce the 
deployment of the two missiles in a display of willingness that 
the military is keeping a watertight defense posture against 
North Korea's recent missile threat, Shin said. 

The rare announcement of new missile deployment comes 
as officials and analysts have warned that North Korea may 
stage more provocative actions, including a potential nuclear 
test, despite the failed launch of a long-range rocket last week. 

North Korea claimed the launch was designed to put a 
satellite into orbit, but South Korea, the United States and 
others blasted it as a cover for testing improved ballistic 
missile technology. 

The North's failed launch drew swift international 
condemnation. In New York on Monday, the United Nations 
Security Council "strongly condemned" the North's launch, 
saying it will impose new sanctions if Pyongyang carries out 
another launch of a long-range rocket or a nuclear test. 

Tensions on the Korean Peninsula remain high after North 
Korea torpedoed a South Korean warship and shelled a 
southern border island in 2010 that resulted in 50 people, 
including two civilians, being killed. South Korea has vowed a 
tougher retaliation if it is provoked by the North again. 

Under a pact with the U.S., which stations some 28,500 
troops in South Korea, the range of South Korean ballistic 
missiles is limited to 300 km and their payload weight to 500 
kilograms. The pact only applies to high-velocity, free-flight 
ballistic missiles and not the slow, surface-skimming cruise 
weapons. 

Making a visit to Seoul this week, Adm. Samuel 
Locklear, the commander of the U.S. Pacific Command, told 
reporters that South Korea and the United States are looking at 
"all options" to prevent any further provocations from North 
Korea. 
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16. China, Russia To Hold Drill Near Korea 
(WASHINGTON TIMES 18 APR 12) ... Miles Yu 

Chinese and Russian military forces are set to hold a 
large-scale, weeklong joint naval drill beginning Sunday, and 
the maneuvers will be held in sensitive waters of the Yellow 
Sea just west of the Korean Peninsula. 

Code-named Maritime Cooperation-2012, the drills were 
announced several weeks ago during the height of the satellite 
launch crisis in North Korea. 

Analysts say the exercises are an aggressive gesture by 
the two navies to counter the naval bravado and resolve 
expressed by the navies of Japan, South Korea and the United 
States during the recent crisis. 

A total of 16 Chinese warships and two submarines will 
join seven surface ships from Russia’s recently revamped 
Pacific Fleet in conducting a wide range of war games on the 
high sea. 

The agenda for the drills calls for test firing of various 
weapons to destroy targets, practice for naval replenishment 
while ships are under way, joint navigation through difficult 
waterways, and joint search-and-rescue operations, according 
to an announcement by Russia’s Pacific Fleet headquarters in 
Vladivostok. The drills will conclude with a naval parade. 

The objectives of this exercise are expected to be to show 
Sino-Russian unity in challenging the U.S.-led regional 
alliance surrounding the Korean Peninsula and the Japanese 
island chain; to form a united front to rebuff Japanese 
territorial demands in Russian-held “Northern Islands” and the 
hotly disputed Senkaku - called Diaoyu by the Chinese - 
islands, and to enhance the two navies’ interoperability. 

The Russian navy’s flagship for the exercises will be the 
guided-missile destroyer Varyag. The use of the Varyag 
destroyer serves as a not-so-subtle political message to the 
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Japanese, who in 1904 forced the Russians to scuttle an 
original Czarist navy heavy cruiser also named the Varyag at 
nearby Chemulpo [Inchon] Bay during the Russo-Japanese 
War. Another Varyag is now China’s first operational aircraft 
carrier. It began sea trials earlier this year, triggering concern 
from regional states that the power projection platform will 
become a vehicle of Chinese coercion in the future. 

Perhaps the most provocative event of the upcoming drills 
will be the planned joint cruising voyage of a large mixed 
naval contingent of Chinese and Russian ships that will pass 
through the narrow Strait of Japan. 

However, the public expressions of mutual trust and 
friendship by Beijing and Moscow may hide some unspoken 
difficulties the two countries are facing with each other. 
China’s much more insistent attitude on supporting 
Pyongyang and much more stringent stance on territorial 
disputes with Japan and South Korea make Beijing a more 
eager partner in the joint exercise. Russia, by contrast, has 
shown signs indicating Moscow is somewhat wary of its 
Chinese ally and hopes to avoid being exploited in the 
exercises. 

In fact, one of the two Russian naval task forces slated to 
participate in the joint drills is on its way from the Gulf of 
Aden. While passing through the tense South China Sea two 
weeks ago, Moscow made a special point of ordering the task 
force, led by the anti-submarine destroyer Admiral Tributs, to 

pay a port call on Vietnam, the most formidable challenger to 
China’s expansive South China Sea claims. 

The Russian warships arrived in the port of Ho Chi Minh 
City April 6 and were met with a hero’s welcome from the 
Vietnamese, who are buying six Kilo-class diesel electric 
submarines from Moscow as part of a military buildup aimed 
at countering China’s naval threat. 

The Chinese were not happy about this Russian slight on 
the eve of the drills. “Russia should not be sending a wrong 
and ambiguous signal to the South [China] Sea at this 
particular time,” the official Chinese communist newspaper 
the Global Times stated bluntly in an editorial on April 11. 

Then there is the problem of choosing a language for 
communications during the joint drills. The Chinese want to 
use both Chinese and Russian. But Moscow rejected the idea, 
insisting on using only Russian as the language for the 
exercises. The Chinese were irritated by the demand but had 
no choice but to accept what can only be viewed as an 
insulting condition. 

On Monday, Russia’s official Itar-Tass news agency 
quoted a spokesman at the Russian Defense Ministry saying, 
“Russian and Chinese navies will use the Russian language to 
exchange information during an active phase of their joint 
naval exercise. 

“Such a decision was taken at the final consultations 
between the Russian and Chinese navies last week,” the 
spokesman said. 
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17. Scarborough Scare In The South China Sea 
Beijing bests Manila in a naval standoff, worrying its neighbors. 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 19 APR 12) ... Michael Auslin 

Chinese and Philippine naval ships faced off for nearly a 
week over eight Chinese fishing boats operating off a shoal in 
the South China Sea claimed by both countries. In the end, the 
Philippines became the latest victim of China's no-limits-
fishing strategy, and the fishing boats made off with their haul 
from the Scarborough Shoal late last week. This one-sided 
outcome shows China's smaller neighbors are losing out to its 
continued aggression. 

The conflict was a mere 124 nautical miles from the 
Philippines and occurred well within Manila's exclusive 
economic zone (EEZ). The Philippines moved forcefully in 
the first stages of the confrontation, sending its largest warship 
to intercept the ships last week. Two Chinese maritime 
surveillance ships arrived, however, blocking the Philippine 
vessel and protecting the fishing ships. A standoff ensued and 
China sent in another ship. 

Both sides started urgent diplomatic negotiations. But 
while top Philippine diplomats asserted that the two countries 
would not go to war over Scarborough, Philippine politicians 
were calling for an international diplomatic offensive to 
pressure Beijing into accepting widely recognized EEZ 
definitions. That Beijing came out on top will embolden 
China's rogue fishermen and further worry smaller states who 
feel they have no recourse against China's demands in similar 
disputes. 

It is clear that Beijing is doing little, if anything, to rein in 
the fishing boats that have precipitated nearly every maritime 
confrontation in Asia over the past several years. Before the 
Philippines, Japan and Indonesia were forced to act against 

Chinese fishermen in disputed waters. Tellingly, China now 
no longer hesitates to send armed maritime patrol ships (not 
regular navy) to prevent those fishermen from being arrested 
by foreign nations. The Scarborough incident reflects at least 
the second time that these Chinese ships have faced down the 
navies of smaller nations. 

Other Asian nations regularly capitulate to Chinese 
pressure in these incidents. The Philippines immediately tried 
to defuse the situation by replacing its flagship on the scene 
with a smaller coast guard cutter. Several years ago, Chinese 
patrol boats trained their guns on a smaller Indonesian navy 
vessel trying to arrest Chinese fishermen. And in 2010, Japan 
lost a diplomatic standoff with China after arresting the 
captain of a fishing boat that had rammed Japanese Coast 
Guard vessels sent to chase him out of waters around the 
disputed Senkaku Islands. 

While it is a good thing that open conflict did not break 
out in any of these cases, the fact that China has come out on 
top in every dispute is shifting the perceived balance of power 
in Asian waters. Aggrieved nations protest and cite the rule of 
law, but they are ultimately accepting the principle that might 
makes right. Chinese fishermen themselves will be 
emboldened to act, since they know now that Beijing has their 
back. 

At this rate, the United States will find it increasingly 
hard not to be drawn into future confrontations. While Manila 
made it clear it was not officially seeking U.S. intervention, 
Philippine Senator Joker Arroyo called for diplomatic pressure 
on Beijing from both the U.S. and the Association of 
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Southeast Asian Nations. In 2010, Tokyo explicitly asked 
Washington to confirm that any Chinese aggression against 
the disputed Senkaku Islands would fall under the mutual 
defense clause of the U.S.-Japan alliance. 

President Obama's "pivot" to Asia itself will raise 
expectations for an enhanced U.S. security role, even if 
America is not directly involved in a dispute. Countries with 
which Washington has security treaties will likely not be 
satisfied by American reticence to challenge China's abuse of 
maritime norms. As Philippine Senator Gregorio Honasan 
asks, "If (the treaties) are meaningless, why should we pursue 
them?" 

This week the Philippines and the U.S. are holding a joint 
war game in Palawan with nearly 7,000 troops. But war games 
and training exercises won't count for much if Asian capitals 
believe Washington is sidestepping Chinese provocations. 
Such doubt over America's credibility will only be deepened if 
defense budget cuts begin to limit the number of port visits by 

the U.S. Navy. This comes at a time when China is increasing 
the number of patrols it is sending out into the South China 
Sea. 

There is also the possibility of greater Russian 
involvement complicating these maritime disputes. Russian 
gas giant Gazprom just announced plans to develop gas fields 
off of Vietnam's coast, in waters China has strenuously 
claimed. BP quietly ended joint exploration with Hanoi after 
Chinese threats, but Moscow is less likely to buckle under 
pressure, despite having no navy capable of projecting power 
down to the South China Sea. 

There is no quick fix for these maritime troubles. The 
Scarborough Shoal dispute shows that Chinese assertions 
aren't stopping, and that Beijing's ability to intimidate 
neighbors is shifting the balance of power. As it becomes 
harder to contain Chinese muscle-flexing, America's allies in 
the region will increasingly call for it to live up to its 
commitments and help defend the freedom of the seas. 
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18. India Tests Nuke-Capable Missile Able To Hit China 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 19 APR 12) ... Ravi Nessman 

NEW DELHI — India announced the successful test 
launch Thursday of a new nuclear-capable missile that would 
give it the ability to strike the major Chinese cities of Beijing 
and Shanghai for the first time, a significant step forward in its 
aspirations to become a regional and world power. 

The Agni-V missile, with a range of 5,000 kilometers 
(3,100 miles), still requires a battery of tests and must clear 
other bureacratic hurdles before it can be inducted into India's 
arsenal. But officials hailed the launch as proof the country 
has taken its place among the world's most powerful and 
scientifically advanced nations. 

"The nation stands tall today," Defense Minister A.K. 
Antony said, according to the Press Trust of India. 

The test came just days after North Korea's failed rocket 
launch, but sparked none of the same global condemnation 
aimed at Pyongyang, an internationally isolated regime that 
has been banned by the U.N. from testing missile technology. 

China is far ahead of India in the missile race, with 
intercontinental ballistic missiles capable of reaching 
anywhere in India. Currently, the longest-range Indian missile, 
the Agni-III, has a range of 3,500 kilometers (2,100 miles) and 
falls short of many major Chinese cities. 

"At the moment there is a huge assymetry in China's 
favor," said C. Uday Bhaskar, the former head of the Institute 
of Defense Studies and Analyses. After it adds the missile to 
its arsenal, however, "India's deterrent profile in the region 
would be appropriately burnished." 

Video released by the government showed the Agni-V 
taking off from a small launcher on what appeared to be 
railroad tracks at 8:07 a.m. from Wheeler Island off India's 
east coast. It rose on a pillar of flame, trailing billows of 
smoke behind, before arcing through the sky. 

The missile hit an altitude of more than 600 kilometers 
(370 miles), its three stages worked properly and its payload 
was deployed as planned, the head of India's Defense 
Research and Development Organization, Vijay Saraswat, told 
Times Now news channel. 

"India has emerged from this launch as a major missile 
power," he said. 

The Chinese government did not immediately comment 
on the missile launch. State-owned China Central Television 
called the test "a historic moment for India and it shows that 
India has joined the club of the countries that own ballistic 
missiles." 

The state broadcaster then enumerated some of the 
missile's shortcomings, from a problem with guidance systems 
to its 50-ton-plus weight, which it said would require it to be 
fired from fixed, not mobile positions and thus make it more 
vulnerable to attack. 

"It does not pose a threat in reality," CCTV said. 
The Agni-V is a solid-fuel, three-stage missile designed to 

carry a 1.5-ton nuclear warhead. It stands 17.5 meters (57 feet) 
tall and was built almost completely with Indian-made 
technology at a reported cost of 25 billion rupees ($486 
million). It can be moved across the country by road or rail 
and can be used to carry multiple warheads or to launch 
satellites into orbit. 

Prime Minister Manmohan Singh hailed the launch as 
"another milestone in our quest to add to the credibility of our 
security and preparedness and to continuously explore the 
frontiers of science." 

The missile will need four or five more trials before it can 
be inducted into India's arsenal at some point in 2014 or 2015, 
Indian officials said. 

India hailed the test as a major step in its fight to be seen 
as a world power. 

"India has today become a nation with the capability to 
develop, produce, build long-range ballistic missiles and today 
we are among the six countries who have this capability," 
Saraswat said. 

Analysts say France, Russia, China and the United States 
also have this technology, while Israel is believed to have 
developed such missiles. 

Others were more cautious. 
Defense analyst Rahul Bedi said much needed to be done, 

noting that a government that is notoriously slow with defense 
decisions now needs to push forward with more tests, work 
out strategic doctrines, define targets, figure out 
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manufacturing issues and how many missiles to build among a 
host of other issues. 

"We need to build on today's success ... to build in a very 
capable dissausive deterrence capability," he said. "But going 
back to past records I don't know if we can sustain it." 

India and China fought a war in 1962 and continue to 
nurse a border dispute. India has also been suspicious of 
Beijing's efforts to increase its influence in the Indian Ocean 
in recent years. 

India already has the capability of hitting anywhere inside 
archrival Pakistan, but has engaged in a splurge of defense 
spending in recent years to counter the perceived Chinese 
threat. 

The Indian navy took command of a Russian nuclear 
submarine earlier this year, and India is expected to take 
delivery of a retrofitted Soviet-built aircraft carrier soon. 

The new Agni, named for the Hindi word for fire, is part 
of this military buildup and was designed to hit deep inside 
China, Bedi said. 

Government officials said the missile should not be seen 
as a threat. 

"We have a declared no-first-use policy, and all our 
missile systems, they are not country specific. There is no 

threat to anybody," said Ravi Gupta, spokesman for the 
Defense Research and Development Organization, which built 
the missile. "Our missile systems are purely for deterrence and 
to meet our security needs." 

The test came days after North Korea's failed long-range 
rocket launch. North Korea said the rocket was launched to 
put a satellite into space, but the U.S. and other countries said 
it was a cover for testing long-range missile technology. 

One Delhi-based Western diplomat dismissed 
comparisons with the international condemnation of North 
Korea's launch, saying that Pyongyang was violating U.N. 
Security Council resolutions requiring it to suspend its missile 
program, while India is not considered a global threat. The 
diplomat spoke on condition of anonymity because he was not 
authorized to comment on India's security affairs. 

In Washington, State Department spokesman Mark Toner 
said the United States urges all nuclear-capable states to 
exercise restraint regarding nuclear capabilities. 

"That said, India has a solid non-proliferation record," he 
told a news briefing. "They're engaged with the international 
community on non-proliferation issues." 
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19. Tokyo Vies For Ownership Of Islands Despite Beijing Threats 
(STARS AND STRIPES 18 APR 12) ... Erik Slavin and Chiyomi Sumida 

YOKOSUKA NAVAL BASE, Japan — Japanese 
government officials said Wednesday they would explore 
nationalizing a remote island chain at the center of 
longstanding territorial tensions with China, two days after 
Tokyo’s governor said his prefecture was considering buying 
the privately held islands. 

Chief Cabinet Secretary Osamu Fujimura said during a 
press conference Wednesday that the government is gathering 
information on the remarks made by Tokyo Gov. Shintaro 
Ishihara, who told a conservative Washington D.C. think tank 
on Monday that he wanted Tokyo prefecture to purchase the 
uninhabited Senkaku Islands. 

When Fujimura was asked if there is a plan to purchase 
the islands, which the government currently leases, he said it 
may seek a way to nationalize the islands. 

“If necessary, there is a possibility that we may move 
forward toward that idea,” Fujimura said. 

The owner of the chain’s main islands is receptive to 
selling them, the owner’s brother told Japanese broadcaster 
NHK Wednesday. 

On Monday, Ishihara told The Heritage Foundation that 
he has been negotiating with the owner of the islands, which 
are administered by Japan but also claimed as the Diaoyu 
Islands by Beijing. 

“So, the Senkaku Islands will be purchased by the Tokyo 
Metropolitan Government, and the Senkaku Islands will be a 
very good fishing ground,” Ishihara said through a translator. 
“I don’t know whether the central government is courageous 
enough to do that, but anyway, we will do whatever it takes to 
protect our own land. Is there any complaint? Is there any 
problem about that?” 

Several parties could have a problem with that, especially 
if it ignites maritime tensions in the East China Sea. 

AdvertisementThe official U.S. position is not to take a 
stance on the “ultimate sovereignty” of the islands, which lie 
about 1,200 miles southwest of Tokyo and 100 miles north of 
Japan’s Ishigaki Island. U.S. Navy and U.S. Embassy officials 
in Japan reiterated that position through message exchanges 
with Stars and Stripes on Wednesday. 

However, Secretary of State Hillary Clinton, former 
Defense Secretary Robert Gates and others have publicly 
reiterated that the United States is obligated to defend the 
islands under the Japan-U.S. security alliance. 

Ishihara’s comments drew a rebuke from Chinese Foreign 
Ministry spokesman Liu Weimin on Tuesday. 

“The Diaoyu Islands since ancient times have been 
Chinese territory and China has indisputable sovereignty,” Liu 
Weimin told reporters, according to a translated post on 
China’s Foreign Ministry website. “Unilateral initiatives that 
Japan takes on the Diaoyu Islands are illegal and invalid.” 

Chinese ships have transited Japanese-claimed territorial 
waters bordering the islands in recent years, inciting Japanese 
protest. In Sept. 2010, a Chinese fishing vessel rammed a 
Japanese Coast Guard ship near the islands, prompting the 
arrest of the ship’s captain. 

Japan released the captain after China retaliated by 
arresting Japanese nationals in China and suspending shipment 
of “rare earth” materials used in electronics manufacturing. 

On Tuesday, Japan’s foreign minister matched Liu’s 
rhetoric about his respective nation’s claim to the disputed 
island chain being “indisputable.” 

Foreign Minister Koichiro Gemba told reporters Tuesday 
that he was unaware of Ishihara’s specific plans, though he did 
hear about his speech through media reports. 

“Therefore, I will refrain from answering any questions 
about it at this point,” Gemba said, according to a ministry 
transcript. “However, in any event, the Senkaku Islands have 
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always been Japanese sovereign territory, which is an 
undisputed fact from the historical aspect as well as from the 
standpoint of international laws. In fact, the islands have been 
effectively under Japan’s control. That is just about it, isn’t 
it?” 

The government of Taiwan also claims the islands, 
though it has not recently taken any action to claim them. 

Also on Wednesday, Mayor Yoshitaka Nakayama of 
Ishigaki City said he supported Ishihara’s plan, and that his 
city would pay to co-own the islands. 

The islands were of little consequence when they were 
transferred to the United States following Japan’s surrender at 
the end of WWII. 

That changed when United Nations reports in the late 
1960s and 1970s speculated that the nearby seabed held 
unexplored gas and oil deposits. The area is also prized as a 
fertile fishing ground. 

The United States returned Senkaku, along with Okinawa 
and the Ryukyu Islands, to Japan in 1972. The Japanese had 
previously gained the islands from China after winning the 
Sino-Japanese War in 1895. 
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20. Turkey Intercepts Ship With Suspected Arms Headed For Syria 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 18 APR 12) 

ANKARA — Turkey has intercepted a vessel in the 
Mediterranean suspected of carrying weapons and ammunition 
to Syria, a diplomatic source told AFP on April 18. 

“We received information that the vessel has a cargo of 
arms and ammunition headed for Syria,” the source said on 
condition of anonymity, adding that Turkish authorities would 
search the vessel later in the day. 

The Antigua- and Barbuda-flagged Atlantic Cruiser 
belongs to a German company, the source added. 

The German shipping firm denied allegations April 16 
that its vessel was carrying Iranian arms to Syria, violating 
European Union sanctions against the Damascus regime. 

Newsweekly Der Spiegel reported over the weekend that 
the Atlantic Cruiser, owned by German company Bockstiegel 
but chartered by a Ukrainian firm, had been stopped on the 
high seas with Iranian weapons on board. Bockstiegel said 
they had no indication that the cargo included arms or 
ammunition as stated in the press, and the Ukrainian company 

that chartered the ship further testified that the cargo contained 
no weapons. 

The ship was stopped close to the Turkish port in 
Iskenderun for a cargo inspection. Bockstiegel acknowledged 
that the ship’s crew had only been able to check “the container 
stacked at the top,” and the ship would continue its journey 
only after it passes the inspection. 

Iran is under a United Nations arms embargo imposed in 
2007 because of its alleged nuclear activities while Western 
countries have declared a similar embargo against Iranian ally 
Syria since a bloody crackdown on dissent began over a year 
ago. 

Amid Damascus’ violent crackdown, Turkey imposed 
gradual sanctions against its neighbor — including 
interception of arms shipments there by air, land and sea. 

Throughout last year, Turkey intercepted several ships 
and trucks suspected of carrying weapons into Syria through 
Turkish territory. 

Return to Index 
 

21. Think Tank Fears Decade Gap In Submarine Defence 
(THE AUSTRALIAN 19 APR 12) ... Cameron Stewart 

Australia faces a period without any submarines to defend 
the country unless the government takes urgent action to 
revise its plans to build 12 new submarines. 

A report to be released today by the Australian Strategic 
Policy Institute gives a damning assessment of the lack of 
progress made by the Gillard government in implementing its 
promise, made in the 2009 defence white paper, to build a 
fleet of submarines to replace the Collins-class boats. 

"That's not going to happen — we're already past the 
point at which a force of that size and capability can be in 
place even by the mid-2030s," the report says. 

"If current plans are adhered to, a capability gap is 
inevitable sometime in the late 2020s, and a period of no 
submarine capability at all is possible." 

The ASPI report says the government has done little since 
the 2009 white paper to begin the long process of choosing 
and building the new submarines that will succeed the existing 
six-boat, Collins-class fleet when they are retired from 2022. 

"Many options, including that of a locally designed 
submarine, are looking increasingly implausible," the report 
says. 

The long lead times required to build a sophisticated 
submarine as envisaged in the white paper means that any new 
Australiandesigned and built submarine would not be 

available until 2027 at the earliest and possibly as late as 2034, 
creating a so-called capability gap for up to a decade. 

The ASPI report, written by Andrew Davies and Mark 
Thomson, says: "Based on Defence's own planning figures, 
new-design submarines can't be delivered fast enough to even 
replace the Collins as they leave service." 

The report says the only way the government could 
acquire 12 new submarines before the Collins-class fleet is 
retired would be to buy proven off-the-shelf submarines from 
Europe. 

These submarines are smaller and have less range than the 
Collins-class boats but would be much cheaper and would 
offer less risk than building a larger locally designed 
submarine. "While they would fall well short of the aspirations 
set out in the 2009 white paper, they would be relatively 
modern and reliable," ASPI says. "The purchase of off-the-
shelf conventional submarines from an established supplier is 
the only credible option for reaching a fleet of 12 in anything 
like the white paper's timeline. 

"However, such submarines would have less endurance 
and payload than the navy wants." 

The navy wants the larger, homegrown submarine option 
because of the longer range which, it argues, is important for a 
country such as Australia with expansive coastlines and 
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approaches. The defence industry also wants the larger 
homegrown submarines because they would provide more 
local work. This option would also benefit the government in 
marginal seats in South Australia where the submarines would 
be built. 

ASPI estimates 12 home-built submarines would cost 
about $36 billion compared with only $9bn for smaller off-

the-shelf boats. The ASPI report says there are grave doubts 
about how long the Collins-class boats will last given their 
chronic unreliability. 

"What we don't know — and what's absolutely critical — 
is the extent to which the Collins fleet provides real military 
options for the government to employ." 
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22. Coast Guard Stops 30th Drug Sub 
(MIAMI HERALD 18 APR 12) ... Carol Rosenberg 

When reports first surfaced in the 1990s of boat builders 
making submarines for cocaine smugglers in the jungles of 
Colombia, U.S. law enforcement regarded them as a comic 
curiosity. Today, with the disclosure that the U.S. Coast Guard 
has intercepted its 30th semi-submersible in less than six 
years, the vessels are now seen as a troubling tactic. 

The Coast Guard said in a news release Wednesday that 
two of its cutters, the Decisive and Pea Island, chased down a 
sub on March 30 in the Western Caribbean. It credited 
collaboration with the Honduran Navy. 

The Coast Guard also released an eerie photo — the bow 
of the sub, painted with shark’s teeth — disappearing beneath 
the surface. 

The suspected smugglers on board scuttled the cramped 
craft before they were taken into custody, sending their 
suspicious load into “thousands of feet of water” about 150 
nautical miles north of Honduras, according to an official 
close to the operation. By one estimate, it was carrying several 
tons of drugs. Intelligence agencies believe these kind of 
vessels are bound for Central America. 

Federal authorities kept the interdiction secret until the 
four smuggling suspects captured at the time were brought 
ashore to face charges at the U.S. District Court in Miami. 
Neither their identities nor nationalities were immediately 
released. 

Until this latest episode, the Coast Guard had stopped or 
seen sunk 29 of the low-tech, stealthy vessels — 25 in the 
eastern Pacific and four in the Caribbean, none close to 
Florida’s shores. In the first four Caribbean cases, the crews 
scuttled their craft in shallow enough water that U.S. law 
enforcement divers recovered packages of cocaine whose 
estimated value was $699 million. 

In one instance, the Coast Guard turned to an elite FBI 
underwater evidence recovery team out of Quantico, Va., to 
bring up the sealed bricks of cocaine, ensuring that no 
criminals could retrieve the haul. 

“The first one we found was on the Pacific Coast,” 
recalled retired Army Gen. Barry McCaffrey, who was in 
charge of the Pentagon’s U.S. Southern Command from 1994 
to 1996 and went on to become the U.S. drug czar from 1996 
to 2001. “It was Colombian, they had two Russian engineers, 
probably just unemployed sub guys helping to design the thing 
— and I thought it was the silliest thing I ever heard of in my 
life.” 

They were so crude — and cramped inside — that it 
evoked memories of the Monitor and the Merrimack in the 
Civil War. “The freeboard was, we estimated, three feet. 
You’d have to hold a gun to a guy’s head to get him in there,” 
McCaffrey said. 

More than a decade ago, he said in a recent interview, “I 
thought it was ridiculous. 

Now, “of course what happened is it turned into another 
way to do multi-load tons with a fairly low chance of being 
detected” because most U.S. surveillance systems are radar-
driven. And “the submersible has clearly turned into a 
preferred delivery system.” 

The subs’ origins are in the cat-and-mouse tactics drug 
smugglers have adopted for years. 

In the 1990s, as the Coast Guard was cracking down on 
speedboat smuggling, U.S. officials began to gather 
intelligence that the drug lords were building subs in the 
jungles of Colombia to launch an underwater drug-smuggling 
flotilla. 

But U.S. law enforcement only confirmed the 
phenomenon in November 2006 when the Coast Guard 
intercepted “Bigfoot,” considered a primitive precursor. 

U.S. officials calculate that since then, they interdicted 
some 200 metric tons of cocaine valued at perhaps $5.3 
billion. 

It’s an elusive activity. 
The semi-submersibles are typically 100 feet long, with 

four to five crewmembers on board and can carry up to 10 
metric tons. They don’t go fast — perhaps 6 knots. But 
because most of the fiberglass vessel is below the waterline 
and the remainder is mostly obscured by ocean waves, it is 
difficult to see these craft on radar. Sometimes there’s a faux 
superstructure on top to make it look like a pleasure boat. 

The vessels can travel 3,000 to 6,500 miles by Coast 
Guard reckoning. 

U.S. intelligence experts believe that Colombian boat 
makers craft them covertly in makeshift workshops beneath 
the jungle canopies — turf that the drug lords control — that 
are hard to detect with aerial surveillance. 

The semi-submersible are cheap: U.S. intelligence 
estimates they’re built for no more than $1 million to move 
$150 million to $180 million in cocaine per load. It’s cost-
effective for crews to sink the vessels once their shipment is 
offloaded rather than risk detection and another claustrophobic 
ride back to Colombia. (The Coast Guard calls these vessels 
self-propelled semi-submersibles because earlier smugglers 
attempted to tow loads in submerged containers tethered by 
tow lines to their boats.) 

The Coast Guard is the public face of the hunt for the 
drug subs. Because it is a law enforcement agency, part of the 
Department of Homeland Security, it has authority to act at 
sea not granted the U.S. military. 

But, by the time a seizure is announced, a collection of 
federal entities has already had a hand in the operation. U.S. 
Customs and Border Protection sends P-3 surveillance planes 
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on detection and monitoring missions. Department of Justice 
lawyers prosecute the smugglers in federal court, typically in 
Tampa, headquarters of the Organized Crime Drug 
Enforcement Task Force. 

The March 30th interdiction illustrates the collaboration 
between the U.S. and western Hemisphere nations to stop the 
drugs in an ongoing effort called Operation Martillo 
(“hammer” in Spanish). 

The U.S. brought the 210-foot cutter the Decisive out of 
Pascagoula, Miss., and the 110-foot patrol boat The Pea 
Island, based in Key West, to the mission along with the 
Honduran Navy, which sent patrol boats to the interdiction. 

“It was a true international, inter-agency, inter-service 
operation,” said a U.S. official. “Everybody shared 
information.” 

And the Coast Guard isn’t simply encountering the subs 
at sea. Rather, a cutter or chopper is guided there by analysts 

evaluating intelligence from collaborating nations and other 
U.S. agencies at a Southcom-run counter-trafficking 
headquarters in Key West, called the Joint Inter-Agency Task 
Force-South, or JIATF, which operates in secrecy. 

U.S. Defense officials, troubled by the sheer volume of 
cocaine submersibles can move, are also concerned about the 
vessels’ other potential uses — smuggling people or weapons 
through a surreptitious route that’s hard to detect. 

So as far as McCaffrey’s concerned, the upside of the far-
from-Florida trafficking is that by bringing the coke to Central 
America — not U.S. shores — the DEA has time to interdict it 
abroad. 

But he said the smugglers’ increasing sophistication is 
worrisome not because they’re likely to move migrants — the 
subs are too valuable for human cargo, he said — but because 
they could be used to move “nuclear weapons.” 
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PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
23. SAAM: Theodore Roosevelt Leadership Engages Sailors On Sexual Assault 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 18 APR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Kimberly L. Romanowski, USS Theodore 
Roosevelt Public Affairs 

NEWPORT NEWS, Va. -- USS Theodore Roosevelt's 
(CVN 71) executive officer conducted training April 16 with 
several key members of the ship's Sexual Assault Prevention 
and Response (SAPR) team. 

As part of the Navy's Sexual Assault Awareness Month 
campaign, Cmdr. Mark J. Colombo directed the training as 
part of a comprehensive review of the command's SAPR 
programs. 

"In addition to the training we are providing each of our 
Sailors as part of the Navy's Sexual Assault Awareness 
Month, I wanted to take the time to review our command 
programs with the core cadre of experts charged with training, 
preventing, and responding to sexual assaults," said Colombo. 

Participants in the high-level discussion included 
command SAPR representatives, victim advocates, religious 
ministries, legal, medical, DAPA, NCIS and public affairs 
personnel. 

"Every person in this room plays a role in either training, 
preventing, or responding to a sexual assault," said Colombo. 
"To the extent that sexual assault is an attack on a Sailor, I 
want to make sure we clearly understand our respective roles 
and have the programs in place to ensure we can adequately 
address this important issue." 

"Prevention and response are equally important in the 
SAPR program," added Colombo. "In a perfect world, we 
would focus all of our efforts on successfully preventing 
sexual assaults, thus eliminating the need for a response 
capability. Regrettably, we can't rely on the ideal scenario, so 
we need to be prepared to properly respond to sexual assaults 
as well, with the primary focus on supporting the victim." 

In an effort to achieve 100 percent training for every 
Sailor, SAPR representatives are also participating in 
deckplate training with each of the 18 departments aboard 
Thedoere Roosevelt. The biggest push from the ship's 
leadership is for Sailors to have a plan andstsick with it when 
on liberty. 

"Prevention is key, and intervention is big," said Chief 
Electronics Technician (SW/IDW) Latoya R Blaine. "The 
more people see it and more people stop it from happening the 
less cases we will have." 

"If you see a person trying to take your Shipmate out of 
that plan, you need to have the courage to stand up and stop 
it," said Blaine. "Bystander intervention is key for successful 
prevention." 

Theodore Roosevelt is also spreading the word 
throughout the ship with a comprehensive internal strategic 
communication plan to promote awareness about sexual 
assault. 

"Action will let others know that sexual assault can 
happen to them - this will help prevent it," said Blaine. 
"People will start being more aware of their surroundings and 
looking for signs when they are on liberty. They will start 
looking out for their shipmates' best interests without 
compromising fun." 

"We can't save everyone, but if we can save one person, 
then this training is not wasted," said Blaine. "We want to be 
there for those who are affected, we want to say, 'we want to 
help you, Shipmate.' We want others to know the resources 
that are available, because that emotional burden may be with 
you for the rest of your life, and it could be our burden too." 

Sexual assault prevention and response is an important 
element of the readiness area of the 21st Century Sailor and 
Marine initiative which consolidates a set of objectives and 
policies, new and existing, to maximize Sailor and Marine 
personal readiness, build resiliency and hone the most combat-
effective force in the history of the Navy and Marine Corps. 
The Department of the Navy is working to aggressively to 
prevent sexual assaults, to support sexual assault victims, and 
to hold offenders accountable. 

Help raise awareness by joining the conversation on 
social media using #SAAM. 
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24. Navy Celebrates Asian Pacific American Heritage Month 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 18 APR 12) ... Ensign Amber Lynn Daniel, Diversity and Inclusion Public Affairs 

WASHINGTON -- As announced April 17 by 
NAVADMIN 127/12, the Navy joins our nation in celebrating 
Asian and Pacific American Heritage Month throughout the 
month of May. 

Navy commands are encouraged to reflect on the national 
2012 theme, "Striving for Excellence in Leadership, Diversity, 
and Inclusion" to increase their knowledge and awareness of 
the contributions Asians and Pacific Americans have made 
both to American history and to the Navy. 

In 1977, then-President Jimmy Carter established the first 
official Asian and Pacific American Heritage Week during the 
first 10 days of May. The month of May was chosen to both 
commemorate the immigration of the first Japanese people to 
the United States May 7, 1843, and mark the anniversary of 
the completion of the first transcontinental railroad May 10, 
1869. The majority of the individuals who laid the tracks on 
the first transcontinental railroad were Chinese immigrants. 

Twelve years later, then-President George H.W. Bush 
extended the observance throughout the entire month of May. 
In 1992, the monthlong celebration was officially signed into 
law and named Asian and Pacific American Heritage Month. 

"Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders have persevered 
and flourished, achieving success in every sector of American 
life," noted President Barack Obama in his 2010 Presidential 
Proclamation. "They stood shoulder to shoulder with their 
fellow citizens during the civil rights movement; they have 
served proudly in our Armed Forces; and they have prospered 
as leaders in business, academia, and public service." 

Commands are strongly encouraged to increase their 
knowledge and awareness of the contributions of Asian and 
Pacific Americans to our Navy and nation by celebrating 
Asian and Pacific American Heritage Month through 
programs, exhibits, publications, and participation in military 
and community events. 

The Defense Equal Opportunity Management Institute 
provides printable posters, presentations and educational facts 
on their website, http://www.deomi.org/ under the section 
"Special Observances." 

For more information about the history of Asian 
Americans and their numerous contributions to the Navy, visit 
http://www.history.navy.mil/special%20highlights/asian/asian
-index.htm. 
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25. NAVFAC Mid-Atlantic Employee Earns Asian Pacific American Leadership Award 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 18 APR 12) ... Annalisa Cachin, Naval Facilities Engineering Command Mid-Atlantic Public Affairs 

NORFOLK, Va. -- Naval Facilities Engineering 
Command (NAVFAC) Mid-Atlantic's Public Works Business 
Line coordinator has been selected to receive the 2012 Federal 
Asian Pacific American Council Outstanding Individual 
Leadership Award at a ceremony May 3 in Atlanta, Ga. 

Jean Dumlao was chosen for her leadership in promoting 
diversity and cultural transformation within the Navy and the 
federal government. 

"I believe a diverse workforce is a stronger workforce, 
more capable of confronting the challenges of the future," said 
Dumlao. "Promoting diversity, EEO (Equal Employment 
Opportunity) program activities, training and advancement 
opportunities are investments in my organization's future." 

Dumlao has broken professional barriers and excelled in a 
traditionally male dominated career field. As one of the first 
Asian Pacific American women to graduate from the United 
States Naval Academy, she later became one of the first 
women to serve as an officer in charge of a construction 
battalion unit in the Civil Engineer Corps. Before retiring, she 
was the first woman to serve as the Public Works officer of 
Norfolk Naval Shipyard in Portsmouth, Va. 

Throughout her 20 years in the Navy, Dumlao 
volunteered her time to community organizations which 
included several Filipino-American non-profit organizations 
which raised funds for disaster relief, scholarships, civic 

projects and medical missions for her parents' hometown of 
Botolan, Philippines. 

"I am grateful for my cultural heritage and upbringing," 
she said. "My family background has given me a foundation to 
build on and values that helped me achieve goals and 
positively contribute." 

Since retiring from the Navy in 2006, her contributions at 
NAVFAC Mid-Atlantic have included serving as the 
chairperson for the Diversity Committee where she led the 
planning of Diversity Day, the command's biannual event that 
celebrates the diversity of the workforce. Additionally, she 
implemented several policies that expanded promotion 
opportunities for wage grade employees, developed an 
Apprenticeship Program to hire student employees of diverse 
backgrounds, promoted an Emerging Leaders Program to 
shape future workforce leaders, and developed a Supervisory 
Training and Leadership Development Program which 
improves leadership skills within the organization. 

"I am inspired by many people I have the privilege to 
work with every day," said Dumlao. "This motivated me to 
expand and promote training, job advancement and leadership 
development opportunities so that these employees who also 
have the ambition and dedication to grow professionally can 
set a path for themselves." 
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26. Advocates Seek More Help, Time For Troops’ Transition 
Disabled Vets Would Get More Health Care, Moving Assistance 
(NAVY TIMES 23 APR 12) ... Rick Maze 

The National Military Family Association is asking 
Congress to help smooth the transition of medically retired 
service members and their families to civilian life by 

providing better health care and travel benefits and assigning 
case managers to help locate medical specialists. 
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Disability retirees already receive health care under 
Tricare, the same as other retirees, and are eligible for 
treatment from Veterans Affairs Department hospitals and 
clinics. But NMFA is asking for more assistance and more 
time to get them adjusted to their new retired status. 

In a written request to the Senate Armed Services 
Committee, the Alexandria, Va.-based advocacy group 
proposes: 

 Creating a three-year transition period in which the 
retiree and family would be treated as though the 
retiree were still on active duty, which would provide 
better access to military treatment facilities and 
exempt the family from Tricare Prime fees. This 
would be similar to the three-year transition period 
already provided to surviving spouses. 

 Allowing disability retirees to remain eligible for 
treatment at a military hospital or clinic, if that’s 
where they have been going, instead of being 
required to enroll in the VA health care system. 

Some veterans who require specialized care struggle to 
find new specialists when they transition from the military 
health care system; this would solve that problem. 

 Adjusting relocation benefits. A married disability 
retiree receives travel and household goods 
allowances for his family, but someone who is single 
receives such benefits only for himself. 

If the disability retiree is severely injured and requires a 
caregiver, the government does not pay for the caregiver’s 
travel and shipment of personal goods. NMFA says the 
caregiver and the caregiver’s family also should be moved at 
government expense. 

 Expanding final destination options. Normally, travel 
and transportation allowances cover moves from a 
member’s final duty station to his home of record, or 
anywhere closer than the home of record. 

NMFA says disability retirees should be able to move to 
the “best location” suited for obtaining appropriate services 
for the health care, employment, transportation and education 
needs of themselves and their families or caregivers. 

NMFA offered no cost estimate for its plan, which could 
be a factor in whether any lawmaker steps forward to sponsor 
the group’s initiative. 

Return to Index 
 

27. Unisex Cover Part Of Push For ‘Gender-Blind’ Fleet 
(NAVY TIMES 23 APR 12) ... Mark D. Faram and Sam Fellman 

Male and female sailors may soon wear the same hats — 
both “Dixie cups” and the combination covers worn by chiefs 
and officers. 

Uniform officials are preparing to test this premise, and 
whether female sailors should wear the same blue crackerjacks 
as their male peers, as part of the Navy’s latest push to make 
female sailors fit in better — a top priority for the Navy’s top 
civilian. 

"Having everyone don the same headgear is symbolic of 
Navy Secretary Ray Mabus’ commitment to a service where 
opportunities are “gender-blind,” said Juan Garcia, his 
assistant for manpower and reserve affairs. 

“It’s a small thing, but separate covers was in some ways 
emblematic of a two-tiered sea service force,” Garcia said in 
an April 10 interview, speaking about Mabus. “He wanted to 
take a look across the force where it was possible, where it 
made sense, with this study and if there’s an opportunity, to 
send a signal that our Navy ... reward[s] and keep[s] the best 
talent, regardless of gender.” The end goal is a Navy that looks 
— and feels — more uniform, Garcia said. 

Tests Includes Crackerjacks For Women 
The test starts this summer, when women with the 

ceremonial guard and the Fleet Forces and Pacific Fleet bands 
will wear Dixie cups and combo covers at performances, 
according to a Navy official who requested anonymity to 
discuss policy not yet final. 

After the shift to winter uniforms, they will wear blue 
crackerjacks instead of the suitlike service dress blues women 
now wear, the official said. In August, female Naval Academy 
midshipmen and band members will take part in the hat trial. 

By January, when the tests are expected to wrap up, 
roughly 1,050 women — sailors, chiefs, officers and mids — 
will have taken part in the trial, the official said. 

Garcia said unisex covers were part of a much wider 
review of female uniforms. 

“Across the fleet, we’ve had a lot of success in breaking 
through some of the barriers on female uniforms — their 
usability and adaptability and comfort,” Garcia said, pointing 
to the popularity of overblouses, an optional female uniform 
which is worn untucked. 
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FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
28. Navy Didn't Fudge Ship Numbers, UnderSec Work Says 
(AOL DEFENSE 18 APR 12) ... Sydney J. Freedberg Jr. 

NATIONAL HARBOR, MD - The smartest man in the 
Department of the Navy, Under Secretary Robert O. Work, 
erupted today in a passionate defense of the service's integrity 
in how it counts its ships and of the controversial Littoral 
Combat Ship's place as the most numerous class in the future 
fleet. 

"There is no subterfuge about this at all," Work said ahead 
of a key House Armed Services Committee oversight meeting 

on the size of the fleet, which is expected to examine 
accusations that the service is counting support vessels it never 
previously included in its "battle force" to bulk up its current 
and projected numbers. "The 300 ships that we [will] have in 
2019 are ships that we count right now, right now," he said, 
and do not include such traditionally excluded auxiliaries as 
small patrol craft or hospital ships. 
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Work did not argue deny the Navy might want to count 
such craft sometime in the future: "We have not looked at the 
battle force counting rules, which are extremely arcane, since 
the early eighties," he said, back when Reagan's politically 
savvy Navy Secretary, John Lehman, set up the system in 
context of a clash with the Soviet Union and to support his 
push for a 600-ship fleet. But, Work insisted, the Navy has not 
changed the system yet. 

Nor, Work emphasized, has the Navy come up with its 
official number for how many ships it needs to execute the 
Administration's new global strategy. "The force structure 
assessments are tied to your strategy, and it's a very formal 
process run through the staff, brought up through the Navy 
and Marine Corps to the Secretary of the Navy," he said. 
"Right now we're in the process," he said, with Navy Secretary 
Ray Mabus being briefed and briefings to Defense Secretary 
Leon Panetta still to come. The final number deemed 
necessary will be "about 300," Work said, but it may well go 
somewhat higher -- particularly in categories like the number 
of amphibious warfare ships required to deliver two Marine 
Expeditionary Brigades, currently set at a minimum of 32. 

Whatever the exact number, Work said, the future fleet 
will be collectively as capable as the one Lehman envisioned. 
In terms of maintaining global presence, Work insisted, "the 
United States Navy will be everywhere in the world that it has 
been and it will be as much [present] as the 600-ship navy." In 
terms of combat power, "the 600-ship Navy called for a 
hundred guided missile cruisers and guided missile 
destroyers," Work said. "Our 300-ship fleet will have 
approximately 90," with more advanced missiles and fewer 
potential enemy ships to target. 

Lehman's plan "also called for 138 ASW [anti-submarine 
warfare] ships," Work went on. "Well, the ASW threat isn't as 
bad as it was in the 1980s," when the Soviet submarine fleet 
threatened to cut off U.S. reinforcements to NATO across the 
Atlantic. So the Navy instead plans to address anti-submarine 
warfare, minesweeping, and defense against Iranian-style 
swarms of small attack boats with 55 Littoral Combat Ships, 
designed to swap out equipment modules depending on which 
of the three missions is most needed at the moment. 

Work acknowledged widespread skepticism about the 
LCS. "We have to prove it," he said. "There are a lot of 
skeptics, we have to get out to the fleet, we have to show it [in 
operation]." The Navy is already making changes based on 
experience with the two ships in service, LCS-1 Freedom, 

built by Lockheed Martin, and LCS-2 Independence, by 
General Dynamics. As critics predicted, the approximately 80-
person crew -- counting both permanent crew members and 
those that come with the specific "mission module" -- is 
indeed overworked keeping the ship in operation, leading the 
Navy to consider four-month deployments instead of the 
standard six and increasing the crew size. 

The other concern about the ship's small crew is that there 
are simply not enough Sailors to do damage control if the 
already lightly-built LCS is hit. That's part of the reason the 
Pentagon's independent Director of Operational Testing & 
Evaluation concluded LCS was not survivable enough for a 
"hostile combat environment." But Work struck back against 
the idea that the Navy is building an overpriced police boat. 

"LCS is a warship. It is a WAR ship," Work repeated. 
Caveating remarks last week by Chief of Naval Operations 
Adm. Jonathan Greenert, who acknowledged limits to how the 
LCS could operate in wartime, Work said that "of course, it's 
not going to go into the Straits [of Hormuz]" if the Iranians 
decide to shut them down. "The only thing that would survive 
in the Straits if a war started would be a submarine," Work 
said. The U.S. military would have to wear down the Iranian 
"anti-access / area denial" network from a distance before it 
tried to force the Straits, a battle in which Work and Vice 
Chief of Naval Operations Adm. Mark Ferguson said research 
in directed-energy weapons and electrically powered railguns 
would be crucial to beating land-based defenses with a ship's 
limited ability to carry ammunition. 

In missions short of forcing the Straits, Work said LCS's 
minesweeping module, now in development, will be more 
capable than anything now in the fleet -- admittedly not a high 
bar given the Navy's long neglect of the minesweeping 
mission. Its sub-hunting module, also still in development, 
will out-perform at least the Perry-class frigates now being 
retired. And when armed with its full complement of guns and 
missiles (only an interim missile is now available) to take on 
swarms of small boats -- what the Navy calls "Fast Attack 
Craft" (FACs) and "Fast Inshore Attack Craft" (FIACs) -- 
Work said, "it will make every FAC/FIAC out there think 
twice about coming out to sea because it will kick their asses." 

Overall, Work said passionately, "This is the right ship at 
the right time for the right fleet design and this will be the best 
United States Navy battle force that this Navy has ever seen." 
This afternoon, we'll see if Congress agrees. 
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29. SAS12: Multi-Year Contract Could Yield 10th Destroyer 
(DOD BUZZ 18 APR 12) ... Michael Hoffman 

The Navy must work to find cost savings and keep 
programs on schedule if it hopes to deliver a fleet that 
measures up with the new defense strategy that emphasizes the 
Navy and Marine Corps’ influence in the Pacific, the Navy’s 
top buyer said Wednesday. 

Sean Stackley, Navy assistant secretary for Research, 
Development & Acquisition, told a breakfast crowd at the 
Navy League’s Sea-Air-Space Exposition the service must 
continue to invest in multi-year contracts to find those savings. 

The Navy has requested a multi-year contract from 2013 
to 2017 to buy nine Arleigh Burke class destroyers. Stackley 

said the multi-year contract would save an estimated $1.5 
billion. Saving money means the Navy could build more ships. 

“In addition to these savings, our ability to leverage 
programs … gives us a reasonable expectation that a tenth 
destroyer, a tenth destroyer, will be within reach,” Stackley 
said. “Congress is working closely with us to meet this 
objective. This would be a huge win for the Navy and 
industry.” 

Stackley said 2014 will be an especially challenging year 
for ship building. The Budget Control Act has restricted the 
Navy to building one submarine and one destroyer that year. 
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The Navy wants to boost that number to two submarines 
and two destroyers in 2012, but it is imperative the service 
lock down a multi-year contract for the Virginia class 
submarine to provide that cost stability. Stackley, however, 
has received resistance from Congress when requesting 
additional funding for the Virginia class submarine. 

Navy leaders chose to delay development of the Ohio 
class submarine, deferring $8.5 billion in funding. Stackley 
said it was important for the Navy to direct that $8.5 billion to 
other Navy ship building needs because of the budget cuts 
dictated in the Budget Control Act. 

If the Navy wants to avoid losing funding for the next 
generation John F. Kennedy aircraft carrier, it must learn from 
the mistakes it made in building the Gerald R. Ford aircraft 
carrier. 

“The cost of building CVN 78 is unacceptably high,” 
Stackley said. 

He cautioned that the Navy will not “charge into” 
production of CVN-79, but instead take lessons learned from 

CVN-78 and make sure the building experience is not repeated 
with the John F. Kennedy carrier. 

“We are convinced she will deliver on schedule,” 
Stackley said. “We can afford no other outcome.” 

Congressmen Joe Courtney and Rob Wittman, members 
of the House Armed Services Subcommittee on Seapower and 
Projection Forces, introduced Stackley before his speech. With 
other Congressional staff members in attendance, the potential 
$1 trillion sequestration cuts hung over the discussion. 

Courtney quipped that he had never seen such a breakfast 
crowd for an acquisition speech saying that the defense cuts 
and Budget Control Act passed by Congress might have 
something to do with it. 

Those cuts have placed incredible pressure on the 
Pentagon to deliver Joint Strike Fighter, Stackley said. 

“This year our formidable challenge of matching schedule 
and cost growth associated with next generation capabilities 
provided by the Joint Strike Fighter has been compounded by 
our fiscal realities,” Stackley said. 
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30. Navy Official Warns Of Funding Shortfall During SSBN(X) Construction 
(DEFENSE DAILY 19 APR 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

NATIONAL HARBOR, Md. -- When full-scale 
production of the next generation of ballistic missile 
submarines begins in the 2020s, the Navy will still have to 
come up with the money to pay for other shipbuilding 
programs or the fleet could be at risk, a senior Navy official 
said yesterday. 

"If we don't, we won't have a Navy in the 2030s," Navy 
Undersecretary Robert Work said at the Navy League's Sea 
Air Space Exposition held just outside Washington. Work said 
the funding of other programs during the construction of the 
SSBN(X)s is among the concerns that "keep me up at night." 

The SSBN(X) is expected to eat up a sizable chunk of the 
Navy's shipbuilding budget once production begins to replace 
the current Ohio class fleet of ballistic missile subs. The first 
two of the 14 Ohio boomers are scheduled to retire in 2029. 

Navy Secretary Ray Mabus said during budget hearings 
on Capitol Hill in February the construction of the new class 
will place a significant burden on funding."When that class is 
being built, it will clearly have a major impact on the rest of 
our shipbuilding program," he said (Defense Daily, Feb. 17, 
2012). He said each ship is expected to cost at least $5 billion 
after procurement of the first one. 

The Navy announced earlier this year that the 
procurement of the first of 12 planned SSBN(X)s will be 
delayed by two years to 2021, meaning there will be a 
temporary drop to 10 ballistic missile subs during the 
transition to the next class. Sean Stackley, the Navy's 
acquisition chief, told the congressional shipbuilding caucus at 
Navy League yesterday that the delay will save about $8.5 
billion during the current decade and will allow more time to 
mature the design. 

Stackley added that the temporary drop to 10 ballistic 
subs is a "manageable risk" to a key cornerstone of the 
country's strategic nuclear deterrent. 

The Navy remains on target in the design and 
development of the nuclear propulsion system that will drive 
the next generation of ballistic missile submarines, the head of 
Naval Reactors recently said (Defense Daily, Mar. 16, 2011). 

Adm. Kirkland Donald told the Senate Armed Services 
Committee the reactor design has cleared key milestones. He 
said the reactor core intended to operate for the life of the ship 
without a mid-life refueling, and is intended to outlast the 
systems operating in the Ohio class, resulting in a shorter time 
period for midlife overhaul. 
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31. Sequestration Would Force Revised Global Strategy, Senior Marine Says 
(DEFENSE DAILY 19 APR 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

NATIONAL HARBOR, Md. -- The military would not be 
able to carry out the Obama administration's global military 
strategy under budget sequestration, which would require 
rewriting the new doctrine, Marine Assistant Commandant 
Gen. Joseph Dunford warned yesterday. 

"If we have sequestration, the current strategy is not 
executable," Dunford said at the Navy League's Sea Air Space 
Exposition outside Washington. 

The draconian budget measure that could take effect in 
January would force the White House to "fundamentally 
change" the global strategy and lay out revised spending 
priorities for Pentagon, Dunford said. 

"It is not going to be budget driven," he said. "It's going to 
be a fundamental reordering of our national priorities and 
that's the level at which the dialogue needs to take place with 
regard to sequestration," Dunford said. 

The Pentagon is already absorbing $487 billion dollars in 
reductions over the next 10 years under the Budget Control 
Act of 2011, which was passed by Congress in August and 
designed to rein in the national debt and deficit spending. 

Under the law, if Congress cannot agree to a budget 
blueprint for the next decade that finds an additional $1.2 
trillion in cuts by Jan. 2, there will be automatic reductions 
across the federal government under the sequestration 
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measure, and about $500 billion of that will hit the Pentagon. 
Defense Secretary Leon Panetta has already said such a 
scenario would be disastrous. 

The Obama administration's global posture review calls 
for a larger footprint in the Asia-Pacific region, along with 
emphasized focus on the Middle East. 

Navy Undersecretary Robert Work told the same 
gathering that the service has not begun planning for possible 
sequestration, saying "the only thing you can plan for is how 
to pick up the pieces." 

Work, however, said he believes sequestration would not 
have as drastic effect on the Navy and Marine Corps as it 
would on the other services because the global strategy is 
focused on a strong maritime presence. 

"I would assume that the Department of the Navy will do 
better than the other departments," he said, later adding: "If 
you read our strategy, it is impossible not to walk away from 
reading that strategy and saying that the Navy and Marine 
Corps team, and the Coast Guard--our national maritime 
services--are absolutely essential to the strategy." 
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32. Navy Taking Steps Against Bio Weapons 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 19 APR 12) ... Corinne Reilly 

NORFOLK -- Consider a hypothetical scenario: A foreign 
enemy launches a biological attack against a U.S. Navy ship 
passing close to shore, and no one on board sees it happen. 

How long before the crew knows something is wrong? 
A decade ago, the answer would have been when people 

started getting sick, and as recently as a few months ago, on 
many ships it probably would have been at least a couple of 
hours. 

"By then, everything could be contaminated," said Jeff 
Smith, a civilian engineer with the Naval Surface Warfare 
Center in Dahlgren, Va. "It had to get faster." 

In the face of what it calls an all-too-real threat, the Navy 
has launched a fleetwide effort to better equip Sailors for 
chemical and germ warfare. By 2016, the Navy expects nearly 
half its fleet - 130 ships - to be outfitted with new technology 
that identifies biological agents within minutes, and by 2018, 
all surface ships will be equipped to immediately detect most 
chemical threats. 

Navy civilians have begun installing the systems on 
vessels in Norfolk and San Diego. Their aim is to place the 
biological technology on enough ships that every deployment 
group will have it. 

"We know there are many countries that have the 
capability to launch these kinds of attacks," said Smith, an 
expert in the new systems who is helping with the Norfolk 
installations. "No question, it's a threat that our Sailors have to 
be able to counter quickly." 

Navy ships have had the ability to detect biological and 
chemical warfare agents for years. What sets the new systems 
apart is their speed, accuracy and ease of use, especially the 
system for biological attacks, which has been installed on 
more than 50 ships. 

In the past, vessels operating on a heightened state of alert 
- because of, say, their proximity to a foreign shore or 
intelligence about a specific threat - had to dispatch Sailors to 
set out air filtration units around the ship. They'd leave them to 
collect samples for several hours, then remove the filters and 
manually test for hazardous agents by placing them in a 
solution and dropping the solution onto test strips. It was a 
time-consuming process with lots of inherent risk. 

Now, Sailors simply flip a switch to turn on automated 
systems that are permanently mounted within the ship and 

begin sampling the outside air immediately. If a chemical 
agent is present - nerve, blister or blood - an alarm sounds 
almost instantly. If there is a biological threat, an initial alarm 
alerts the crew within minutes. Within 15, the system will 
identify the specific pathogen and produce a sample to be sent 
to a ship or shore-based lab for confirmation and study. 

The new systems were developed jointly by the military 
and private industry, and then subjected to rigorous testing at 
sea. Installations of the biological systems began several years 
ago. The first chemical system went in last year aboard the 
Norfolk-based amphibious ship New York, with 35 more 
vessels scheduled for this year. 

Smith said each ship takes about three weeks, and there 
are only a handful of teams qualified to do the work. 

Funding is another reason the installations aren't moving 
faster, with each running hundreds of thousands of dollars. 
(The Navy said it could not provide specific information on 
costs.) 

Lt. j.g. Arthur Bond, damage control assistant aboard the 
Norfolk-based destroyer Mahan, which got the new systems 
last month, called them "a huge improvement." 

"You know almost immediately if there's a problem," 
Bond said, "so you can start dealing with it immediately." 

He described the steps the crew would take if a 
biochemical alarm were to sound, a scenario they drill for at 
least annually: Sailors would be ordered to battle stations 
inside the ship, and the vessel's "collective protective system" 
would be checked. That system essentially seals indoor spaces 
against contaminants and filters all incoming air. 

Anyone on deck or otherwise outside the protective seal 
would be decontaminated - stripped and vigorously washed in 
one of two designated areas - before being allowed inside. The 
crew would engage a system that uses sea water vapor to 
prevent agents from sticking to the hull. 

All exposed Sailors would be medically treated after 
decontamination, and Smith noted the importance of doing it 
quickly. He cited anthrax, the deadly bacteria that was used 
against Americans after the 9/11 attacks, as an example. If a 
Sailor is treated before showing symptoms, Smith said, his 
chances of survival are decent. 

"But once someone starts getting sick," he said, "it can go 
either way." 
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33. Future USS Mississippi Successfully Passes Sea Trials, On Track for Summer Commissioning 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 18 APR 12) ... Commander, Submarine Group 2 Public Affairs 

GROTON, Conn. -- Pre-Commissioning Unit Mississippi 
(SSN 782), the nation's newest and most advanced nuclear-
powered attack submarine, arrived April 17 at General 
Dynamics Electric Boat following its successful completion of 
Alpha and Bravo sea trials. 

Testing evolutions completed during Alpha sea trials 
included diving to test depth, conducting an emergency 
surfacing, and testing the submarine's propulsion plant and 
were designed to evaluate the ship's seaworthiness and 
operational performance. 

"With each Virginia-class submarine delivery, we 
continue to raise the performance and quality even further 
above an already high bar. Our first look at Mississippi's 
performance underway shows that she has continued that 
trend," said Virginia Class Program Manager Rear Adm. (sel.) 
Michael Jabaley, who rode the ship during Alpha Trials. 

Bravo trials consisted of testing Virginia's acoustic 
performance and combat systems. 

The ninth ship of the Virginia-class, Mississippi is on 
track to deliver up to one year early of its contract delivery 
date. All Virginia-class submarines currently under 
construction are scheduled to deliver earlier than their original 
contract delivery dates. 

Mississippi is commanded by Neptune, N.J., native Capt. 
John McGrath, who shared the experience of seeing his crew 
successfully operating his ship at sea for the first time. 

"It was an exhilarating experience to finally see the crew 
operate the ship at sea. The sea trials schedule was extremely 
challenging and required us to drive the ship at its operational 
limits. I was very happy with the ship's performance, but I was 
even happier with how our Sailors executed their duties 
throughout the underway," said McGrath. 

Mississippi's sponsor Allison Stiller christened the ninth 
Virginia-class submarine during a ceremony at General 
Dynamics Electric Boat, Dec. 3. Mississippi will be 
commissioned in Pascagoula, Miss. June 2. 

Construction on the submarine began in February 2007. 
Virginia-class submarines are built under a unique teaming 
arrangement between General Dynamics Electric Boat and 
Huntington Ingalls Industries - Newport News. 

Virginia-class submarines are designed to dominate the 
world's littoral and deep waters while conducting Anti-
submarine; anti-surface ship; strike; special operation forces; 
intelligence, surveillance, and reconnaissance; irregular 
warfare; and mine warfare missions. Their inherent stealth, 
endurance, firepower, and sensor suite directly enable them to 
support five of the six Maritime Strategy Core Capabilities - 
sea control, power projection, forward presence, maritime 
security, and deterrence. 
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34. Ingalls Eyes More Missions For U.S. Navy LPDs 
(AVIATION WEEK 18 APR 12) ... Michael Fabey 

FORT WASHINGTON, Md. — Now that Ingalls 
Shipbuilding has tackled production problems with the U.S. 
Navy’s LPD-17 San Antonio Class Amphibious Transport 
Dock ship, the company is researching the possibility of using 
the ship for additional missions or technology upgrades, says 
Irwin Edenzon, Ingalls president and vice president at parent 
company Huntington Ingalls Industries. 

Remarking that the ship now has a “stable design,” 
Edenzon says the company is looking to see if the vessels can 
be “applied to other missions. 

“The ship has a lot of payload capability,” he said April 
17 during a media briefing at Navy League’s Sea Air Space 
conference. “It has a lot of power already and it has room for 
more power.” 

For example, Edenzon says, the ship could be considered 
a possible offering for the Navy’s proposed LSD-X program, 
adding the company could possibly get the LPD-17 vessels 
into a competitive price range for that program. 

Or, going more “up-market,” Edenzon says, the ship 
could be used to insert new weapons or radar systems more 
quickly, efficiently and affordably than trying to jam those 
systems on other ships that are more space-constrained. 

“We have the space, weight and flexibility,” he says. 
Also, with the LPD-17s, there would be less concern 

about providing enough power and coolant. 
The Pentagon’s Director of Operational Test and 

Evaluation (DOT&E) agrees that the LPD-17 program is in 
better shape after some early production problems. “The Navy 
has made progress in improving reliability and availability of 
critical ship systems affecting communications and 
propulsion,” DOT&E says in a recent report. 

However, the report notes, the Navy still needs to better 
demonstrate the systems’ performance in an operationally 
realistic environment. 
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35. Navy Experimenting With Multiple Kinds Of STUAS Payloads 
(DEFENSE DAILY 18 APR 12) ... Pat Host 

The Navy is experimenting with multiple kinds of 
payloads as well as different sensor packages on its Small 
Tactical Unmanned Aircraft System (STUAS), according to a 
service official. 

Rear Adm. William Shelton, program executive officer 
for unmanned aviation and strike weapons, told an audience 

yesterday at the Sea Air Space Exposition hosted by the Navy 
League the service is experimenting with those different 
payload and sensor packages because of the improved 
technology of the sensors. 

"Doesn't sound like much, but thanks to the reduction in 
many of the sensor packages, it's actually a very powerful 
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capability," Shelton said about the STUAS. He added the 
STUAS is about 130 pounds with a 14-pound payload. 

Shelton said the service has deployed a STUAS at Marine 
Corps Air Ground Combat Center in Twentynine Palms, 
Calif., and another at Naval Air Station Patuxent River, Md., 
where the Navy is experimenting with those different payloads 
and sensor packages Shelton added the service and other 
Defense Department organizations might employ the 
packages. 

Different STUAS payloads include Day/Night Full 
Motion Video cameras, infrared marker, laser range finder and 
Automatic Identification System (AIS) receivers, according to 
a Navy statement. 

STUAS, built by Boeing subsidiary Insitu, Inc., will 
consist of a number of Air Vehicles (AV), Ground Control 
Systems (GCS) and multi-mission payloads that will provide 
intelligence coverage, surveillance, reconnaissance and 
communications relay for up to 10 hours per day continuously, 

with a short surge capability for 24 hours per day, according to 
a statement. 

STUAS will have a minimal operating radius of 50 
nautical miles (nm) and the AV will be capable of up to 80 nm 
per hour (knots) with a service ceiling of 15,000 feet density 
altitude, the statement said. 

Shelton said STUAS is an upgrade to the ScanEagle, a 
small, long-endurance unmanned aerial vehicle (UAV) also 
built by Insitu. 

ScanEagle has run intelligence, surveillance and 
reconnaissance (ISR) missions for the Navy under a services 
contract as well as for the Netherlands (Defense Daily, March 
20). 

ScanEagle also provides electro-optical/infrared and mid-
wave infrared imagery reconnaissance for Marines in 
Afghanistan (Defense Daily, Dec. 5). 

The Navy awarded Insitu a two-year, Tier II contract for 
the design, development, integration and test of STUAS in 
July 2010 (Defense Daily, Aug. 2, 2010). 
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36. Navy Releases Draft RFP For Air And Missile Defense Radar 
(DEFENSE DAILY 19 APR 12) ... Pat Host 

The Navy released its draft Request for Proposals (RFP) 
for its Air and Missile Defense Radar (AMDR) program 
Monday, according to a notice posted on Federal Business 
Opportunities . 

The Naval Sea Systems Command (NAVSEA) says it 
intends to award the following via a full and open competition, 
according to the notice: 

 One Cost-Plus-Incentive-Fee base contract with 
fixed-price incentive-firm target options for Low 
Rate Initial Production (LRIP) and non-recurring 
engineering effort for AMDR S-band radar (AMDR-
S) and AMDR Radar Suite Controller (RSC) 
production, 

 Firm-Fixed-Price Options for Second Source 
Qualification and Data Rights, 

 Cost-Only-Option for Long Lead Material, 

 Options for Cost-Plus-Fixed-Fee engineering 
services, and 

 Field engineering services with Cost-Only Travel 
Support. 

Navy Rear Adm. James Syring, program executive officer 
for integrated warfare systems, told an audience Monday at 
the Sea Air Space Exposition hosted by the Navy League in 
National Harbor, Md., the program is in "final approval 
cycles" through the Office of the Secretary of Defense (OSD) 

and he expects that to come through in the "next couple 
weeks." 

"That program is doing very well and (is) on track," he 
said. 

AMDR will consist of an S-band radar, an X-band radar 
and an RSC, according to the notice. The S-band radar will 
provide volume search, tracking, Ballistic Missile Defense 
(BMD) discrimination and mission communications, 
according to the notice. The X-band radar will provide horizon 
search, surface search and periscope detection, according to 
the notice. Both radars will be integrated into a suite by the 
RSC, which will provide the appropriate interfaces among the 
S-band radar, X-band radar and combat system, according to 
the notice. 

The AMDR, replacing the AN/SPY 1, is a next-
generation radar program that the Navy hopes will improve 
the service's ability to thwart anti-ship and ballistic missiles. 
The radar suite is intended to help multiple Navy ship classes-
-including the surface combatant DDG 51, and potential next-
generation cruisers--detect and fight ballistic missiles while 
also fending off advanced air threats. 

The Navy awarded Lockheed Martin, Raytheon and 
Northrop Grumman AMDR development contracts in 2010. 
The three companies are expected to complete their work by 
September (Defense Daily, Oct. 4, 2010). 
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37. Pentagon Streamlines Requirements Process 
(DEFENSE NEWS 18 APR 12) ... Marcus Weisgerber 

Two months ago, top officers and senior U.S. Defense 
Department officials huddled to discuss a serious matter of 
national security. 

But the meeting was not about Afghanistan, North Korea 
or even Iran. It was about the requirements for the F-35 Joint 
Strike Fighter, the aircraft that DoD wants to be the 
centerpiece of combat aviation for decades. The program, 

which began in the 1990s, has suffered from multiple years of 
delays and is billions of dollars over budget. 

This meeting was part of an effort to help right the 
program by reviewing some of the stealth fighter’s 
requirements and determine if they were realistic. The 
participants also wanted to see how slight modifications to 
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those requirements could improve cost, schedule and 
performance. 

In the end, some changes were made. Whether those 
alterations solve or mitigate the program’s problems remain to 
be seen. 

The F-35 program is one of a dozen that have undergone 
a requirements review that, if the goals become reality, will 
make the onerous process of vetting programs go quicker and 
smoother for everyone involved. 

After nearly a year of work, DoD has finished a major 
overhaul of how it decides benchmark capabilities for new 
weapons, and how it monitors requirements of existing 
systems. This process of determining requirements is called 
the Joint Capabilities Integration and Development System. 

These changes, senior defense officials say, will allow 
them more often to deliver equipment and weapons to troops 
on the battlefield faster and on budget. 

“We’re trying to make it more of a meaningful and useful 
process,” Adm. James Winnefeld, vice chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, said at an April 11 Center for Strategic and 
International Studies conference in Washington. “We have a 
ways to go.” 

One of the goals of the revised process is to give program 
managers “requirements relief,” Air Force Brig. Gen. Richard 
Stapp, deputy director for requirements on the Joint Staff, said 
in an interview. 

The new system emphasizes that requirements can be 
traded for cost, schedule and performance, giving the process 
more of a “consumer approach,” Stapp said. 

“You don’t want to spend the last 15 percent of your 
program budget on the last 1 percent of your requirement,” he 
said, noting there could be exceptions should the system not 
be able to complete a mission. 

“What I don’t want to see happen is to have us spend 
millions and millions and millions of dollars to get that much 
closer to a key performance parameter,” Winnefeld said. 
“We’re trying to check some reality into that without hurting 
the war fighter.” 

Taming Documents 
In the past it could take anywhere from 18 to 24 months 

for the Joint Requirements Oversight Council (JROC) to 
approve requirements. The board signs off on program 
parameters and goals. 

“In this kind of information age, that was not conducive 
to good military acquisition,” Stapp said. 

One factor that contributed to the laborious effort was the 
excessive length of the documents that actually spelled out the 
requirements. In some cases, these documents grew to more 
than 400 pages, leading to a months-long review process. 

Now the number of documents has been shortened, in 
some cases to as few as 10 pages. This shrinks review times 
exponentially and allows senior defense officials to debate the 
top-level requirements and costs associated with them, Stapp 
said. 

“You found out in those 300-, 400-page documents, 
almost nobody read them,” he said. “So what you were really 
debating in a lot of those [JROC meetings] were really those 
top issues anyway.” 

For example, top-level requirements for a plane would 
include how far it can fly, the types of missions it can perform, 
when it will be battle-ready and how much it will cost. 

In another change, program managers now have control 
over small requirements, which will not be locked “into 
concrete” like they were in the lengthy documents, Stapp said. 

“The program manager should be able to debate some of 
the lower-level stuff so those high-level things are actually 
delivered on cost and on schedule,” Stapp said. 

Only major stalemates during the document review 
process will be elevated to the JROC level. While more of the 
requirement activity will take place outside the JROC, 
tripwires have been put in place to flag troubled programs. 

If a program’s cost jumps 10 percent, its schedule slips 
six months or there is a 10 percent change in quantity, it will 
be reviewed by the JROC. 

“We are also inserting ourselves further on into the 
acquisition process to make sure that the requirements … have 
not crept beyond what they should be, thereby increasing costs 
and adding bells and whistles, but also looking for ways where 
we can fine-tune and adjust the requirements to help with 
efficiency and just bring reality back into play,” Winnefeld 
said. 

While the number of documents is shrinking, so is the 
number of people who attend JROC meetings. 

Instead of hundreds of people — including action officers 
and even industry representatives — only a select group of 
senior officials attend now. Winnefeld chairs the panel, which 
consists of the vice chiefs from the services. 

“It really just was not conducive to good discussions and 
good debate, especially if there were controversial topics 
because you just couldn’t do it with a bunch of people because 
it would leak like a sieve throughout the entire building,” 
Stapp said. 

Also at the table are the heads of the Pentagon’s policy, 
acquisition, comptroller, cost estimating and operation training 
divisions. 

The new process also looks at a portfolio of systems 
versus a particular program. For example, the JROC will 
examine how an intelligence system fits within the larger 
context of this type of equipment. 

“Very often in the past, an individual issue would come to 
the JROC, and every program looks really good on its own 
merits, with a beautiful PowerPoint brief,” Winnefeld said. 
“When you start to open up and throw that particular system 
or idea or requirement in a portfolio, then it really allows you 
to make more informed decisions that may actually make us 
more efficient.” 

Approving Requirements Faster 
The new, streamlined requirements process is already 

showing signs of success. The JROC recently approved the 
documentation for a large Air Force program in 21 days. 

“We can’t do that with everything,” said Stapp, who did 
not identify the program. “This one was very important, and 
we wanted to get it through.” 

Pentagon officials expect a normal program to go through 
the JROC process in 30 to 60 days, significantly shorter than 
the two years it has historically taken. 

“What we wanted to be able to do is provide enough 
flexibility in the system that if something was critically 
important, we could expedite it, but those that were just 
normal processes, we also wanted them on a much faster time 
line,” Stapp said. 
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The system could also accommodate an “urgent need” 
request from a battlefield commander in two to three weeks. 

Stapp himself could approve these requirements. Should 
he find an issue, he could elevate it to Winnefeld, who could 
then discuss it with the four-star combatant commander. 

The revisions “make permanent several important 
initiatives that enable more rapidly delivered and affordable 
capabilities” to troops on the battlefield, acting Pentagon 
acquisition executive Frank Kendall wrote in his answers to 
policy questions from the Senate Armed Services Committee, 
which is reviewing his nomination to be undersecretary of 
defense for acquisition, technology and logistics. 

The changes also improve the “agility and efficiency in 
meeting the most urgent war-fighter needs in current and 
future contingency operations,” he wrote. 

In the case of cybersecurity and information technology 
requirements — where systems could be needed in days or 
hours — decisions could be made below the JROC level. 

“You want to delegate those down so that decisions can 
be made in a much faster time line,” Stapp said. “In a lot of 
those cyber requirements, you’re going to see those delegated 
down to the” one-star general level. 

More Efficient Acquisition 
The changes to the requirements process should make the 

actual purchasing of systems more efficient. 

“We kicked sometimes impossible problem sets over to 
the acquisition community and they basically couldn’t deliver 
because the cost and schedule were not appropriately debated 
and looked at,” Stapp said. 

Kendall and Christine Fox, the director of DoD’s Cost 
Assessment and Program Evaluation (CAPE) office, have 
been regularly attending JROC meetings to provide input. 

A Pentagon study has found about 90 percent of Pentagon 
programs were over cost and delayed. Often, the services 
submitted overly optimistic schedule and cost estimates, while 
the CAPE estimate ended up being much more realistic. 

“If you really looked at what CAPE had estimated over 
the same time frames, CAPE was right about 90 percent of the 
time,” Stapp said. 

Now, the JROC will review both estimates, but the CAPE 
estimate will be used, “especially if there are large deviations 
in cost and schedule,” he said. 

If realistic cost and schedule estimates are married to the 
requirements at the onset of a program, acquisition officials 
should be able to execute programs more effectively, Stapp 
said. 

“If you deliver over more realistic schedules with realistic 
costs, what you find out is the acquisition community ideally 
should be able to deliver ... more of a 90 percent on-cost and -
schedule performance,” he said. 
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38. Too Much Information, Not Enough Intelligence 
(NATIONAL DEFENSE MAGAZINE MAY 2012) ... Sandra I. Erwin 

The Defense Department over the last decade has built up 
an inventory of billions of dollars worth of spy aircraft and 
battlefield sensors. Those systems create avalanches of data 
that clog military information networks and overwhelm 
analysts. 

Intelligence experts say the military is drowning in data 
but not able to convert that information into intelligible reports 
that break it down and analyze it. 

“The challenge for users of intelligence is that all the 
different types of information come in a stove-piped manner,” 
says Michael W. Isherwood, a defense analyst and former Air 
Force fighter pilot. 

Intelligence feeds include electronic signals, satellite 
imagery, moving-target data and full-motion video. “How do 
you integrate this into a clear picture?” Isherwood asks. “That 
is one of the enduring challenges in the ISR [intelligence, 
surveillance and reconnaissance] arena for all the services.” 

Isherwood, the author of a Mitchell Institute white paper, 
titled, “Layering ISR Forces,” cautions that success in future 
operations hinges on “timely, astute combinations of ISR 
resources.” 

The Pentagon would be wise to shift its future 
investments from sensors to data-analysis tools, he says. 

“The awareness gained from integrated, multi-source 
intelligence data is of supreme value,” says Isherwood. 

In actual combat, a coherent picture of the battlefield is 
not a “routine event,” he says. “Coalition forces in 
Afghanistan have suffered losses when they were surprised by 
a much larger insurgent force not detected in time by ISR 
assets.” 

Military drone operators amass untold amounts of data 
that never is fully analyzed because it is simply too much, 
Isherwood says. 

In the Air Force alone, the buildup of data collectors has 
been dramatic. While its inventory of fighter, bomber, tanker 
and transport aircraft shrank by 11 percent over the past 
decade, ISR platforms — primarily unmanned air vehicles — 
increased by nearly 300 percent, says Isherwood. 

Air Force leaders have recognized this problem and 
recently decided to cut its future purchases of Reaper drones 
in half — from 48 to 24 — because there is not enough 
manpower to operate and process the data from more aircraft. 
“It didn’t make sense to have the production out that far ahead 
of our ability to actually do the processing and exploitation 
and dissemination function,” Deputy Assistant Secretary of 
the Air Force for Budget Marilyn Thomas says at a February 
news conference. 

The military services have funded programs to develop 
software algorithms to automate data analysis, but no silver 
bullet has emerged. 

“Industry is working on tools so you can pull a Google 
Earth image and incorporate the SIGINT [signals 
intelligence], the MTI [moving target indicator], visual 
imagery, full-motion video,” Isherwood says. 

What the military needs is a “decathlete analyst” that can 
process multiple feeds, versus an operator for each type of 
data, he says. Defense Department leaders understand the 
problem, but the “acquisition community now needs to take 
that and translate it into systems” that tackle this challenge. 

The Air Force is “really good at building an airplane,” 
Isherwood says. But he has yet to see a comparable 
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requirements document or request for technology that meshes 
all the sensors, he adds. “They go after it piecemeal.” 

The information deluge problem also is exacerbated by 
the military’s organizational silos that zealously protect their 
data. 

“It’s hard to get the community to plug their sensors in,” 
says Gregory G. Wenzel, vice president of advanced 
enterprise integration at Booz Allen Hamilton. 

The so-called “PED” process — processing, exploitation 
and dissemination — has been a long-standing challenge, he 
says. “It’s a really hard problem.” 

Automated analysis tools for video feeds are gradually 
entering the market, Wenzel says. The National Football 
League has developed software to search video archives that 
some defense contractors are using as a model. 

One of the more promising systems that could help 
military ISR operators manage data more efficiently is the 
DI2E, or defense intelligence information enterprise, says 
Wenzel. The entire Defense Department and intelligence 
community will be able to share information, he says. The 
DI2E is a cloud-based system that draws data from many 
sensors and databases. 

Technologies such as DI2E are part of a larger trend 
toward networking sources of information, says Richard Sterk, 
senior aerospace and defense analyst at Forecast International. 
“There’s still too many stand alone legacy systems.” 

Regardless of advances in technology, he says, a larger 
conundrum for the military is figuring out how to manage 
information so commanders and troops in the field don’t 
become overwhelmed. “They have to sort out how much 
information is enough,” says Sterk. 

The Office of Naval Research and the Marine Corps have 
been experimenting with another approach to analyzing data 
known as “semantic wiki.” 

It solves the “intelligence fusion” problem, says George 
Eanes, vice president of Modus Operandi, a small firm that 
developed the wiki tool. 

It’s a rather simple approach. “If I’m looking for 
something of interest, like a white van, I can search across all 
the data stores that I have access to,” Eanes says. “It presents 
it in a wiki format... It’s a really good tool for pulling the data 
in from multiple sources and present it in one convenient 
application.” 

Semantic wiki can search video, human intelligence 
reports and satellite imagery. Streaming video could be added 
in the future, he says. The company has spent the past three to 
four years working on this technology under several small 
business innovation research contracts worth about $5 million, 
says Eanes. 

“There has been a cultural shift within the Defense 
Department toward more desire to share information,” Eanes 
says. “First they thought the solution was to bring everything 
into a single database. But that proved impractical. There is 
too much data,” he says. “Now they’re looking at other 
solutions. You keep the data where it resides. You access only 
the data you need.” 

Former Marine Corps intelligence analyst Tony Barrett, 
who is now at Modus Operandi, says that during his time on 
active duty, his team was overwhelmed by data. He would 
have liked to have had software to scan unstructured data and 
provide relevant information, based on queries the analyst sets 

up, he says. “That frees up the analyst to do due diligence 
rather than extended periods of research,” he adds. “In Iraq, I 
had individual analysts that all they did was scan reports and 
find which ones were relevant... Research is extremely 
frustrating. I would rather my guys spent more time thinking.” 

Because of the data overload, “What you end up doing is 
taking your smartest Marines who would be your biggest help 
in problem solving to work on your system’s problems,” 
Barrett says. “I had my smartest guys always be the principal 
researchers because I was more confident they would be able 
to discover more data than less talented analysts.” 

ISR experts also worry that the military has become 
addicted to full-motion video, at the expense of other 
intelligence disciplines that might gradually disappear as the 
number of skilled operators declines. Video imagery is the 
most “readily understood” intelligence, says Isherwood. 

For the Iraq and Afghanistan wars, full-motion video 
provided by aerial sensors was the preferred form of 
surveillance. But for other combat scenarios in the future, 
Isherwood says, the military might need to rely on other types 
of data such as signals intelligence (collection of electronic 
intercepts or emissions), moving target indicator data (Doppler 
shifts of moving objects to detect and track targets), radar 
imagery; and measurement and signals intelligence (combines 
radar, laser, optical, infrared, acoustic, electromagnetic and 
atmospheric mediums to identify objects). There is also 
“cyber-intelligence,” a new discipline that is based on 
electronic-warfare techniques, says Isherwood. 

“Full motion video is what everybody wants,” says Chief 
of Naval Operations Adm. Jonathan Greenert. “A still picture 
is good but you still have to send it back, develop it quickly,” 
he says. 

Access to full-motion video, however, might not be 
feasible in every conflict. “Not all fights will be in the desert,” 
says Mel French, vice president of development at 
Telephonics, a supplier of military sensors and electronic 
warfare systems. 

The unmanned aircraft-mounted sensors that are favored 
today might not work in other environments. “The second you 
introduce rain to any of those systems, the range goes down, it 
limits utility,” says French. 

“We need to think of where else we are going to go,” he 
says. “Possibly places where we need foliage penetration. 
That’s a hard problem to solve.” 

The full-motion video soda straw view works when the 
area is not being defended by adversaries who can shoot down 
surveillance aircraft, he says. 

In instances when ISR assets might be in danger and 
rather kept at standoff ranges, the military will need analysts 
who can discern other forms of data such as synthetic aperture 
radar images, French says. Some field commanders might 
complain that they “don’t understand the [SAR] shadows,” he 
says. They might not realize that video camera pictures can’t 
be obtained from 200 miles away. Images such as SAR require 
a trained eye. 

As to whether there will be a time when analysts will be 
able to produce “actionable” intelligence, French says there 
are no easy answers. 

“It’s one of those problems that will require years of 
investments and focus,” he says. “We fielded a lot of Band-
Aids. Now it’s getting back to rationalizing what we fielded.” 
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BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
39. Local Sailors Attending Navy Week Events 
(WWNO NPR NEW ORLEANS 18 APR 12) ... Eileen Fleming 

Three thousand Sailors are in New Orleans as Navy Week 
marks the start of the nation’s bicentennial of the War of 1812. 
Some seeing the city for the first time will be getting pointers 
from Sailors coming home for the celebrations. 

Breshion Benn is a yeoman first class petty officer, 
ensuring smooth administration aboard the USS DeWert 
guided-missile frigate. Benn grew up in the Lower Ninth 
Ward and is making sure his shipmates make the most of New 
Orleans. 

“I am dying to eat some gumbo and I always go to my 
favorite spot, which is Broad and Banks seafood, on the corner 
of Broad and Banks. And I have talked to a lot of my friends 
and highly recommend it. I told them it’s not a sit-down 
restaurant, but it has the best gumbo in New Orleans.” 

First Class Petty Officer Donald Ezernack is from 
Gonzalez. He’s most excited about showing off the frigate to 
his friends and family, and possibly attending a major family 
event. 

“Maybe, when I’m here, my baby sister is actually going 
to have her second child, hopefully sometime this week. We’ll 
see. But I might be here in town whenever she has it. So we’ll 
see.” 

Fire controlman third class Johnny Cochran is from 
Gautier, Mississippi, but has had many visits to New Orleans. 
His wife and two-year-old son and extended family will be 
visiting, and between giving tours for the public, he’s taking in 
a Hornets game and maybe the aquarium. 

“I hear that the city’s really gotten a lot of things together 
for us. I’m really excited to be able to go see things from a 
different angle.” 

Commander Vince Baker says his crew will also be 
signing up for duty at restoration projects throughout the city. 

“We’re going to be involved with the community and the 
people of New Orleans. We’re happy to be invited to New 
Orleans and connect with the people here.” 

The DeWert is docked at the Governor Nicholls Street 
Wharf, where nearby tall ships are also available for tours. 

Listen To Audio (RT: 1:42) 
Group Homes For Young People To Benefit From 

Service Members' Work 
(NEW ORLEANS TIMES-PICAYUNE 18 APR 12) 
Service members in town for Navy Week NOLA will 

today complete community-service projects at group homes 
for young men and women. 

The Coast Guard, Marine Expeditionary Unit and crew 
from the USS Wasp will prep and paint an iron fence around 
the Raintree campus, a community-based home for abused or 
neglected teenage girls, between 8 a.m. and 4 p.m. They will 
also landscape the grounds and complete minor repairs on the 
house during. 

Crew from the USS Mitscher will paint, landscape and 
complete minor repairs to various facilities at five locations 
throughout the city between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. 

The projects are two of seven community-service projects 
Sailors will complete. 

Service members began work earlier this week on 
rebuilding, landscaping and painting projects across the city. 
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40. Navy Medicine Sacks TBI With The New Orleans Saints 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 18 APR 12) ... Valerie A. Kremer, U.S. Navy Bureau of Medicine and Surgery Public Affairs 

NEW ORLEANS -- Navy Medicine and the New Orleans 
Saints met at the Saints training facility to discuss shared 
initiatives between the National Football League (NFL) and 
Navy Medicine on the treatment of traumatic brain injury, 
April 17, as part of New Orleans Navy Week. 

Rear Adm. Elizabeth Niemyer, deputy chief, Wounded, 
Ill and Injured, and director, Navy Nurse Corps, and Cmdr. 
Jack Tsao, director, traumatic brain injury programs, Navy 
Medicine, met with the Saints top athletic trainer and medical 
staff and toured the facility during the visit. 

"Developing this conversation between Navy Medicine 
and the New Orleans Saints provides insight into how both the 
Department of Defense and the NFL can come together to 
expand awareness and prevention of TBI," said Scottie Patton, 
head athletic trainer of the New Orleans Saints. "We are glad 
we had the opportunity to learn from Navy Medicine on the 
advances they have made in prevention and treatment of TBI, 
and we look forward to trading such information in the 
future." 

During the visit, Niemyer, Tsao, and the Saints medical 
staff discussed concussion management, resiliency training, 

advancements in virtual reality treatment, and alternate TBI 
therapy. 

"We thank the NFL for creating greater awareness of the 
devastating effects of traumatic brain injury, " said Niemyer. 
"There are many similarities Navy Medicine and NFL face in 
dealing with head trauma and the emotional trauma, be it on 
the battlefield or the playing field." 

During the presentation, Niemyer highlighted the 
advancements in Navy Medicine's research and development 
as being a key factor in the Navy's maritime strategy. 

As a global force for good, Niemyer also addressed the 
importance of providing both rehabilitative care to the players 
and their families. 

"Military medicine has made great strides in the 
identification and treatment of TBI," said Tsao. "The 
collective knowledge can benefit both the NFL and the 
military in helping to protect the brains of our service 
members and professional athletes." 

During the visit, Tsao presented the Defense Automated 
Neurobehavioral Assessment (DANA) device to the Saints 
medical staff. The DANA is an hand-held assessment tool 
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used to identify a concussion through a series of 
neurocognitive tests. 

Navy Medicine is a global healthcare network of 63,000 
Navy medical personnel around the world who provide high 
quality health care to more than one million eligible 
beneficiaries. Navy Medicine personnel deploy with Sailors 

and Marines worldwide, providing critical mission support 
aboard ship, in the air, under the sea and on the battlefield. 

New Orleans Navy Week is one of 15 Navy weeks across 
the country this year. Navy Weeks are designed to show 
Americans the investment they make in their Navy and 
increase awareness in cities that do not have a significant 
Navy presence. 
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41. Seabee Volunteers Spruce Up New Orleans City Park 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 18 APR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Steven Myers, Naval Mobile Construction Battalion 
133 Public Affairs 

GULFPORT, Miss. -- Seabees from Naval Mobile 
Construction Battalion (NMCB) 133 converged on the New 
Orleans City Park April 16-17 to help renovate and landscape 
during New Orleans Navy Week. 

As the 26 volunteers arrived at the park, they were joined 
by members from NMCB 1 to clear weeds and spread pine 
straw mulch among the many flower beds in the Carousel 
Gardens amusement park and Storytime play area and plant of 
250 hawthorn bushes along the edge of the Great Lawn. 

Steve Ryman, the park's volunteer director, said extra 
hands are always welcome as the 1,300 acre park is only 
staffed by 85 employees. 

"We only have eight horticulturalists," said Ryman. "Four 
of them work inside the botanical gardens; the others are 
responsible for the rest of the park. What you did here in a 
couple of hours would have taken them the entire week." 

Ryman said they have been looking forward to the horde 
of volunteers from the Navy who would be showing up in 
association with the Navy Week. 

They have several large projects that other volunteer 
groups are not able to do, Ryman said. "The drive and work 
ethic from our service members is exactly what we needed." 

More than 400 military volunteers are expected to make 
the park their home during the week as the projects continue. 

"It makes an impact," said Equipment Operator 
Constructionman Sara Bills from NMCB 133. "It's apparent 
people appreciate it." 

NMCB 133's volunteers will participate in several other 
volunteer opportunities as the week progresses, but will return 
to the park for a third day, April 19. 

During their absence, NMCB 74 and NMCB 1 will 
maintain the Seabees presence in the park, as more volunteers 
from the military ships participating in Navy Week arrive. 

NMCB 133 is currently engaged in a homeport training 
period in preparation for their next deployment. 
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42. Navy Week NOLA Ship Tours Draw Crowds To Mississippi River Wharves 
(NEW ORLEANS TIMES-PICAYUNE 19 APR 12) ... Katy Reckdahl 

Kathy Dion stood on the Moonwalk under gray skies 
Tuesday and watched nine U.S. Navy vessels arrive, in a Navy 
Week NOLA display that seemed tailor-made for New 
Orleans, she said. “You have the whole riverfront to view 
from,” said Dion, 65, who — along with hundreds of other 
locals and tourists — returned to the banks of the Mississippi 
River on Wednesday for tours of the ships. 

They joined schoolchildren in plaid skirts and ties, 
military buffs and members of military families like Ricky 
Cooper, 40, of New Orleans, who hoped to understand what 
his son, Navy recruit Ricky Dunbar, was experiencing. 

Jacob Fisher, 9, and Zack Dufour, 10, arrived for the tours 
with their parents and other home-schooled students as part of 
their American history lesson about the War of 1812, fought 
200 years ago. Their older siblings dutifully recounted how 
Francis Scott Key saw the American flag flying over Fort 
McHenry in Baltimore during the war and was inspired to 
write the national anthem. 

But Jacob and Zack wanted to see one thing — “a big 
gun,” they said, as they stood on the Gov. Nicholls Street 
Wharf waiting for their tour. 

Inside one of the three warships moored at the wharf, the 
frigate USS De Wert, Seaman Alex Dimitroff helped to lead a 
tour group down a narrow center passageway. 

The hallway is “one of the spaces that I own,” said 
Dimitroff, who has been in the Navy for almost exactly one 

year. His division kept the passage cleaned, painted and 
maintained during their recent assignment, defending against 
piracy off the Horn of Africa. 

Dimitroff and Kerby Duckett, a rosy-cheeked second-
class petty officer, spent their working hours tracking and 
cataloguing nearby vessels from inside the Combat 
Information Center, the ship’s brain. The room is lit only by 
computer consoles, giving it a lava-lamp ambiance. 

A few rooms over, Duckett noted with delight that the 
ship’s wheel was not the large carved wooden wheel seen in 
sea-adventure movies. Instead, the captain steers using a small 
wheel replica the size of a donut that’s mounted onto the 
ship’s dashboard. 

The De Wert and its crew of 200 seemed almost tiny 
when compared with the bicentennial’s flagship, the USS 
Wasp, which is moored at the Julia Street wharf. The Wasp 
resembles a small aircraft carrier and includes six cargo 
elevators and accommodations for a 1,075-person crew and 
1,600 troops. 

Smaller ships like De Wert roll “a lot” in choppy seas, 
said retired Navy Capt. Robert Piazza, a vacationer from San 
Francisco who took the tour with another Navy retiree, Capt. 
Jonathan Gates. 

“You can tell how bad the weather is by the number of 
footprints that end up there,” Piazza said, pointing at a hallway 
wall. 
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The De Wert was “light years ahead” of the ships he and 
Gates served on, said Piazza, who could have led his own tour. 

The large defensive gun called a SeaWiz, which looked 
like a giant metal lunchbox Thermos, can fire 80 depleted-
uranium rounds a second, he said. The big suitcase-like gray 
boxes strapped to the sides of the ship? They’re pressure-

activated life-rafts that inflate if the ship begins to sink, he 
said, as he headed down the gangway. 

But first, Piazza turned and gave a parting salute to the 
American flag. Before any Sailor boards or leaves a ship, he 
turns toward the flag and salutes. 

“Protocol,” he said. 
View Gallery (12 Photos) 
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43. Navy To Meet With Mayfair Mews Residents In Va. Beach 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 18 APR 12) ... Lauren King 

VIRGINIA BEACH -- The Navy will hold a meeting 
Thursday with Mayfair Mews residents about the status of 
compensation and assistance. 

Residents will have an opportunity to meet individually 
with Navy representatives who will explain the compensation 
process and available resources, a Navy news release said. The 
meeting will be held at the Virginia Beach Law Enforcement 
Training Academy, 411 Integrity Way. 

The 6 p.m. meeting will be limited to the residents of 
Mayfair Mews and properties that sustained damage or loss as 
a result of the April 6 Navy jet crash in Virginia Beach. 

Since the crash, the Navy has been providing money for 
emergency expenses including food, lodging and clothing. 

Residents have also received assistance finding housing, 
moving personal property to temporary storage and filing 
claims for injury and property damage. 

Representatives from Virginia Beach and local relief 
agencies are also scheduled to attend Thursday's meeting. 

Any residents who are unable to attend, who have 
questions, who have not requested emergency compensation 
or who have not filed property damage claims should call the 
Navy's Information Assistance Call Center at 757-435-3528. 
A Navy representative will be available Monday through 
Friday from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. until further notice. 
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44. Titanic Discoverer Embarks On ONR Mission To Boost STEM Education 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 18 APR 12) ... Katherine H. Crawford, Office of Naval Research 

ARLINGTON, Va. -- The famed ocean explorer and 
RMS Titanic discoverer visited the Office of Naval Research 
(ONR) April 18 to discuss how he's using innovative "tele-
presence" technology for both research and to energize youth 
about the sciences. 

Dr. Robert Ballard-also known for locating several 
legendary shipwrecks as well as discovering deep-water 
hydrothermal vents-gave a presentation titled, "The 
Development of Tele-presence Technology in Support of 
Ocean Exploration and Science, Technology, Engineering and 
Mathematics (STEM) Education." 

Seeking to make sea floor exploration more efficient, 
Ballard conceptualized the idea of "tele-presence," which uses 
advanced robotics and high-bandwidth, ship-to-shore 
communications for autonomous exploration. His latest 
program leverages tele-presence and is funded through an 
ONR-sponsored grant, "Using the Exploration Vessel [E/V] 
Nautilus as a Platform to Pursue the Naval STEM Work Force 
Strategic Approach." The program employs a multi-step 
method to propel students into the nation's STEM professional 
pipeline. 

"My passions are three things: developing advanced 
exploratory technology, thanks to [ONR]; using that 
technology to make discoveries; and then using the excitement 
of that exploration to turn kids on to science through the use of 
tele-presence technology-I'm after the jaw drop [reaction to 
the wonders of science]," Ballard said. 

For several decades, Ballard has fostered students' interest 
in STEM. Since 1986, he has created a series of educational 
outreach programs in STEM education that use tele-presence: 
the JASON Project, and Immersion Learning. 

"Ballard is enthusiastic and knows how to capture the 
interest of young people and adults," said Joan Cleveland, 

acting deputy division director of ONR's Ocean Sensing and 
Systems Division. "Oceanography is a good hook for getting 
students interested in science because they may be interested 
first in a coral reef or a whale, but they're going to have to 
learn some math and physics to pursue that interest." 

Recently, Ballard acquired E/V Nautilus and its advanced 
tele-presence technology to support the America's Ocean 
Exploration program. The program uses the technology and 
E/V Nautilus' Corps of Exploration-a group of "superstar" 
scientists and engineers-to interest young people in STEM 
careers, as well as to discover deep-sea natural and cultural 
resources. 

The Corps of Exploration staff serves as role models, 
mentors and guides for young people. Their goal is to make 
STEM seem more applicable to the real world and less 
intimidating so that students are inspired to view science 
careers as achievable. 

"Our unique approach, our philosophy is, 'don't sell 
science, sell scientists and engineers as role models,'" Ballard 
said. "America, for better or for worse, is a star-based system, 
and children will always go after stars as role models. We're 
selling role models that kids can emulate." 

A pioneering scientist who has been at the forefront of 
deep submergence technology for investigating deep-ocean 
regions, he has completed more than 130 deep-sea 
expeditions. Through Woods Hole Oceanographic Institute's 
(WHOI) Deep Submergence Laboratory, he developed the 
remotely operated vehicle system Argo/Jason, which he used 
to locate the Titanic; the German battleship Bismarck, sunk in 
World War II; and the passenger liner Lusitania, sunk during 
World War I. 
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Later, using ONR's breakthrough, small, manned 
submarine, Deep Submergence Vehicle Alvin, Ballard himself 
descended to the ocean floor to view the Titanic. 

Ballard's association with ONR spans 45 years. It began 
when he became a scientific liaison officer to ONR's Boston 

branch office and was assigned to WHOI. He later created the 
Deep Submergence Laboratory in the Department of Applied 
Ocean Physics and Engineering at WHOI, serving as a senior 
scientist. 
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45. DoD, Navy And Wind Farm Developer Release Historic Memorandum Of Agreement 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 19 APR 12) ... Kenneth Hess, Chief of Naval Operations Energy and Environmental Readiness Division 
Public Affairs 

NAVAL AIR STATION (NAS) KINGSVILLE, Texas -- 
The Navy released today a memorandum of agreement 
(MOA) signed by officials from the Department of Defense 
(DoD), the Department of the Navy and Texas Wind Group 
(TWG) that outlines a mutual approach to enable a renewable 
energy developer to build and operate wind turbines at 
planned locations in Kleberg County, Texas, while reducing 
the potential for those turbines to affect flight operations at 
NAS Kingsville. 

"Sustaining military readiness is the number one priority 
of everyone in the Navy chain of command," said Capt. Mark 
McLaughlin, commanding officer of NAS Kingsville. "This 
agreement helps preserve NAS Kingsville's capability to train 
naval aviators, while enabling the compatible development of 
new energy sources." 

Signing for DoD was David Belote, director of the DoD 
Energy Siting Clearinghouse. Signing for the Navy were 
Roger Natsuhara, principal deputy assistant secretary of the 
Navy for Energy, Installations and Environment; John Quinn, 
acting director of the Chief of Naval Operations Energy and 
Environmental Readiness Division; Vice Adm. William 
French, commander, Navy Installations Command; Rear Adm. 
John Scorby, commander, Navy Region Southeast; Capt. 
Douglas Edgecomb, commanding officer, Naval Air Station 
Corpus Christi, and McLaughlin. Dru Steubing signed on 
behalf of Texas Wind Group Managing. 

"The Navy recognizes the strategic and fiscal importance 
of developing domestic sources of energy for use both ashore 
and at sea," said Quinn. "As we develop new sources of 
energy, it is critical that we not create a new problem as we 
solve another. This agreement with the Texas Wind Group is 
proof that when energy developers and the military work 

together, it is possible to achieve a win-win for both national 
security and energy security. This agreement allows the 
military mission and alternative energy production to co-exist 
in South Texas, and may pave the way for similar agreements 
elsewhere." 

TWG's Riviera I wind farm project will be comprised of 
83 turbines between nine and 11.5 nautical miles south of 
NAS Kingsville's radars and navigation aids. Electromagnetic 
interference (EMI) from the turbines has the potential to 
impact those systems. However, the MOA describes technical 
solutions for this, such as connecting NAS Kingsville's air 
surveillance radar system with the radar at Corpus Christi 
International Airport and optimizing radars to "ignore" signals 
received from wind turbines. TWG will contribute $500,000 
to help pay for these technical upgrades to Navy radar 
systems. Under the MOA, TWG also agreed to reposition 
certain turbines that would have caused interference with the 
Kingsville precision approach radar. TWG also agreed to 
temporarily curtail the operation of certain turbines if the 
precision approach radar is negatively affected. 

"The Texas Wind Group is delighted to be the first wind 
energy company to finalize an agreement of this type with the 
Navy," said Steubing. "We are fully committed to protecting 
the capability of our nation's military, and we appreciate the 
opportunity to work with the Navy to make our development 
compatible with the Navy mission in South Texas." 

The Navy and the Department of Defense will continue 
working closely with renewable energy developers and local 
communities in South Texas to ensure local wind turbine 
projects can coexist with the Navy mission. 

View MOU (PDF) 

Return to Index 
 

46. NWC Sailors Keep Campus Green 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 18 APR 12) ... Jacob Fisher, U.S. Naval War College Public Affairs 

NEWPORT, R.I. -- Sailors and personnel from the U.S. 
Naval War College (NWC) celebrated Earth Day early when 
they participated in the NWC's annual Earth Day Campus 
Cleanup April 17. 

The cleanup, sponsored by the NWC's First Class Petty 
Officer Association, covered the area from the entrance of the 
NWC campus to Evans Hall, with a large focus on the campus 
waterline. Participants cleaned the grounds of trash, ranging 
from discarded cigarette butts and plastic bags to large debris 
and scrap lumber that had washed up on the shore in the bay 
area. 

"The overall goal of the base is to come together and have 
each of the commands do their part to clean up and do our part 
for the environment," said Chief Naval Aircrewman Operator 
John Lovendale, the senior enlisted leader for the NWC. "By 
removing the trash from the surrounding area, we're keeping it 
from remaining in the environment, something which could 
have stayed in the surrounding area for a long time." 

A dozen NWC personnel participated in the event and 
they collected approximately 10 garbage-bags worth of trash. 
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47. USO Sponsored Group Visits 'Big E' 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 18 APR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Jeff A. Willadsen Enterprise Strike Group Public 
Affairs 

USS ENTERPRISE, At Sea -- The vice chairman of the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff and celebrity guests visited aircraft carrier 
USS Enterprise (CVN 65) as part of a United Service 
Organization (USO) tour, April 17. 

Adm. James A. "Sandy" Winnefeld and a group of 
celebrities thanked the Sailors and Marines aboard the ship for 
their service by bringing them a break from the rigors of 
carrier life. 

Joining the vice chairman on the USO tour were 
comedian/actor Anthony Anderson, former Major League 
Baseball pitcher Randy "The Big Unit" Johnson, performer 
Jason "Wee-Man" Acuña, TV and film actor Dennis Haysbert, 
Dallas Cowboys cheerleaders Allyson Traylor, Brittany Evans 
and Kelsi Reich and former "American Idol" contestants 
Diana DeGarmo and Ace Young. 

Winnefeld, was Enterprise's 17th commanding officer and 
was in command on September 11, 2001 and during the 
beginning of the subsequent war in Afghanistan. He said there 
is a special place in his heart for "Big E." 

"It's really nice to be back to the ship I love, the airplanes 
I love, and the crew," said Winnefeld. "What a thrill to be 
here." 

Winnefeld expressed his appreciation of and admiration 
for Enterprise Sailors and Marines, especially during 
Enterprise's final deployment in the U.S. 5th Fleet area of 
responsibility. 

During the show, the celebrities also expressed their 
appreciation for the dedication, sacrifice and hard work 
service members give for their country every day. 

Dallas Cowboys cheerleader, Brittney Evans said, "This is 
our 74th USO tour, my 6th, and I love seeing those that fight 
for our country." 

In addition to addressing the crew, Diana DeGarmo and 
Ace Young entertained the crew with a musical performance. 

"We have fun doing this," said DeGarmo. "This is my 
second tour and I love coming out here to see what goes on 
and give back to all the men and women who serve." 

"The USO has a fantastic history, decades and decades, of 
coming out and entertaining our Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen, 
Marines and Coast Guardsmen," said Winnefeld. "I'm really 
proud to have these guys here with us." 

Afterwards, the celebrity guests were given a tour of the 
ship and a chance to experience aircraft launching from 
Enterprise's flight deck. 

"It is fun being out here and seeing how you guys 
operate," said Acuña. "The flight deck was amazing and I was 
just blown away at just how efficiently it runs." 

Enterprise crew members were given the opportunity to 
take pictures with, and receive signed autographs from, the 
celebrities. 

Enterprise is on its 22nd and final deployment, deployed 
to the U.S. 5th Fleet area of responsibility, conducting 
maritime security operation efforts and support missions as 
part of Operation Enduring Freedom. 
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48. Spanish Sailors, NMCP Staff Pay Tribute To Spaniards Buried In NMCP Cemetery 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 18 APR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Anna Arndt, Naval Medical Center Portsmouth 
Public Affairs 

PORTSMOUTH, Va. -- The Spanish navy paid tribute 
April 17 to three Spanish sailors who died during the Spanish-
American War of 1898 and were buried in the Captain 
Theodore H. Conaway Memorial Naval Cemetery adjacent to 
Naval Medical Center Portsmouth. 

Many of those attending the wreath-laying ceremony 
were crew members from Blas de Lezo, a Spanish ship 
currently visiting Norfolk to participate in the Composite 
Training Unit Exercise with Carrier Strike Group 8. Rear 
Adm. Elaine C. Wagner, NMCP commander, and other 
hospital staff members also attended. 

Several years ago, the Spanish navy discovered three of 
their fallen shipmates were buried in the old cemetery. They 
had sustained injuries during the battle at Santiago de Cuba, 
the largest naval engagement of the war for Cuba's 
independence. After the battle, USS Solace boarded the 
wounded from USS Brooklyn and all of the Spanish wounded, 
steaming north to Portsmouth for medical treatment. Two of 
the 47 Spanish prisoners of war died from their wounds; a 
third died from disease. In the days before embalming, sailors 
were buried locally. The ceremony gave members of both 
navies a chance to interact and cement their shared bond. 

"It's a very emotional moment," said Capt. Javier Nieto, a 
Spanish naval attaché. "I believe we owe a debt to these three 
men that have fallen in action. My grandfather was a prisoner 

in that war, and I feel like this is a positive revival of history. 
It is very nice to be here, and it's nice the U.S. Navy has 
supported us today." 

"These ceremonies are important because they remind us 
of how similar we are and how much we have in common 
with other navies," Wagner said. "The Spanish navy deeply 
appreciates the sacrifices their sailors made for their country, 
just as we appreciate our Sailors." 

The ceremony began with a short memorial prayer 
conducted by chaplains of both navies, followed by the wreath 
laying and remarks by Nieto and Vice Adm. Antonio 
Hernandez Palacios, the Spanish senior officer at NATO - 
Allied Command Transformation in Norfolk. The wreaths' red 
and yellow flowers represented the colors of the Spanish flag. 

"They wanted to remember and honor them on this day, 
just as we here in the U.S. want to honor our fallen heroes," 
Wagner continued. "There was a very personal feeling to the 
event that was felt by all participants, U.S. and Spanish. We 
all mourned the loss of the three sailors while celebrating their 
bravery and dedication." 

After the wreath-laying, command historian Al Cutchin 
showed about 35 Spanish guests where their shipmates would 
have been treated in the old hospital. 

"I pointed out to them where along Hospital Point the 
Solace would have anchored and where in the hospital they 
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stayed," Cutchin said. "An interpreter translated what I was 
saying as we went. I also showed them where the operating 
room was at the time for those who needed surgery. Most of 
the patients had burn wounds from the battle. During the tour, 
I found out the great-grandfather of one of the sailors from the 
Blas de Lezo was one of the patients." 

The Spanish patients reported that they were treated with 
kindness, despite being prisoners of war, having fought 
against the U.S. 

"While the practice of medicine has changed dramatically, 
the values and compassion that our providers and support staff 
exhibit have not," Wagner said. "We are - and have always 
been - committed to the healing arts and will always willingly 
provide high quality, compassionate care to all who are in 

need of our services, including enemy combatants. It was 
heartwarming to hear Vice Adm. Hernandez speak of his 
country's gratitude for the care that the naval hospital rendered 
to eight Spanish sailors so many years ago, when our country 
was at war with Spain." 

Despite the two navies being on opposite sides more than 
a century ago, the Spanish and American Sailors found 
common ground at a memorial service. 

"As Vice Adm. Hernandez and I spoke, it was remarkable 
to discover how similar our Navy jobs are," Wagner added. 
"We discussed our admiration for the men and women who 
serve in our respective navies today and how proud we are to 
represent them. Vice Adm. Hernandez entered my office as a 
stranger, but left as a friend." 
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49. Navy SEALs Whip Olympians Into Shape 
(KUSA NBC DENVER 18 APR 12) ... Matt Renoux 

COLORADO SPRINGS - Some Olympic athletes are 
ramping up their training and paring up with some of the 
bravest people in the world. 

Member of the U.S. Sailing Team and other athletes made 
a trip to work on some dry-land cross-training, which included 
working with the Navy SEALs, who pushed those athletes 
much farther than they ever thought they go in their efforts to 
go for the gold. 

Once they watched the Navy SEALs Hell Week video, 
designed to give them a small indication of what they were in 
for, they headed out for a chilly day on Pikes Peak. The Navy 
SEALs quickly made their recruits do nearly 100 push-ups, 
then run into a freezing pond, which is a trip they took several 
times. 

"Swimming in freezing cold water then coming out and 
standing around in a 15 knot freezing cold wind took you to a 
new limit," Anna Tunnicliffe with U.S. Sailing said. 

Then, the recruits lifted 220-pounds of wood and carry it 
across the park. 

The physical and mental hardship was too much for some. 

Of the 42 who started, two hours into the training, only 18 
remained. 

These are the athletes determined to finish confident this 
experience will help them win Olympic gold in London. 

"It taught you how to keep your head clear when you are 
fatigued and I think that's something we can use at the 
Olympics," Paige Railey with U.S. Sailing said. 

If they thought the end of the day ended their time with 
the Navy SEALs, then the very next morning the entire team, 
even those who dropped out before, are called back to the line 
to do it all over again. 

But this time, even those unprepared sailors dressed in 
deck shoes and corduroy pants not only stick with the training, 
but go back to help slower teammates. 

This isn't the first time Olympic athletes have trained with 
Navy SEALs, but the Olympians normally they head to San 
Diego. This was the first time the Navy SEALs came to the 
Colorado Springs with the high altitude and cold water. 

View Clip (RT: 5:33) 
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NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
50. Dempsey Says TAPS Represents Best Of America 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 18 APR 12) ... Jim Garamone 

WASHINGTON – The Tragedy Assistance Program for 
Survivors signifies all that is good about America, the 
chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff said here last night. 

Army Gen. Martin E. Dempsey said TAPS allows 
Americans to show their love and appreciation for the 
sacrifices military families make. 

“We try, but we find ourselves inadequate to thank you 
for what you do,” Dempsey said to the black-tie audience at 
the nonprofit organization’s annual gala. 

Bonnie Carroll founded the organization in 1994 after her 
soldier husband and seven others were killed in a plane crash 
in Alaska. TAPS provides short- and long-term assistance to 
the families of military members who die. 

The group looks to aid grieving family members. It holds 
“Good Grief” camps at many installations. The organization 
stresses long-term, peer-based support. It also helps with crisis 

response and intervention, casualty casework assistance and 
grief and trauma resources and information. 

“This is an organization of a bunch of ordinary Americans 
and patriots, but they are extraordinary people,” Dempsey 
said. “It’s about living up to the bond of trust that we all feel -- 
and we should feel it, not just talk about it.” 

Dempsey said his aide, Navy Lt. Cmdr. Mike Wisecup, 
told him on the way to the gala that people join the military for 
many reasons, but the decision to stay in the military comes 
along the way. “Generally, we decide to stay in the military 
because we recognize that if something happens to us, there 
will be others like us to rally around us,” Dempsey said. 

It’s not only men and women in uniform who rally around 
service members, the chairman said, but it’s also members of 
Congress and regular Americans, “if we give them the 
chance.” 

“And TAPS does that,” he added. 
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Dempsey told the audience about the inscription on a 
statue in the Antietam National Battlefield Cemetery. There 
were more than 23,000 American casualties at the Maryland 
battlefield on Sept. 17, 1862. The statue depicts a Union Army 
private, and the inscription says, “Not for themselves, but for 
their country.” 

TAPS has taken that sentiment aboard as well, but 
paraphrased it to “not for themselves, but for their families,” 
Dempsey said. “Bonnie, and those of you associated with 
TAPS, I hope you feel as proud of what you do as we are of 
you.” 

The TAPS Honor Guard Gala raises funds to support the 
organization’s programs, including peer-based emotional 
support, grief and trauma resources, case work assistance and 
a 24/7 resource and information helpline for all who have been 
affected by a death in the armed forces. 

TAPS recognized Gen. James F. Amos, Marine Corps 
commandant, with the organization’s Military Award. It also 
recognized U.S. Rep. Norman Dicks of Washington state with 
its Congressional Award. 

Erin Gallagher received the Sen. Ted Stevens Leadership 
Award from the organization. Gallagher, 18, lost her father, 
Marine Corps Gunnery Sgt. James Gallagher, to suicide in 
2006. She has delivered speeches addressing suicide in the 
military, spoken with the media and supported other children 
and teens through TAPS who are grieving the death of a loved 
one who served in the military. Begun last year, the Stevens 
Award recognizes a surviving military family member who 
has reached out to help others. 

TAPS Seeks Military Mentors For ‘Good Grief Camp’ 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 18 APR 12) 

Elaine Sanchez 
The Tragedy Assistance Program for Survivors is seeking 

active duty service members and recent veterans to serve as 

volunteer mentors to children of the military fallen over 
Memorial Day weekend in Washington, D.C. 

TAPS, a nonprofit organization that provides support and 
care to families of the military fallen, will host nearly 500 
children and teens from across the nation at its 18th Annual 
TAPS Survivor Seminar and Good Grief Camp. 

Volunteer mentors work with these children one-on-one, 
serving as a camp guide and offering a sympathetic ear or 
shoulder to cry on. Mentors have ranged from privates to 
generals, and represent all military services. 

I remember seeing a mentor’s impact firsthand after 
stopping by a “Good Grief Camp” a few years ago in Crystal 
City, Va. I had arrived just in time for a balloon-release 
ceremony. Hundreds of children stood by a fountain gripping 
strings holding a rainbow assortment of balloons. Tied to each 
was a message to a loved one who had died while serving the 
nation. 

With a “Let ‘em go!” the children released their balloons 
and watched intently as they became distant specks in the sky. 
The mentors stayed close by, some with an arm wrapped 
around a child’s shoulders. 

Mentors have a powerful role at these camps, TAPS 
officials said. “We know it is no small favor as you will be 
giving up your personal time over the holiday, but bringing a 
smile to the faces of our nation's youngest heroes and 
reminding them they will always remain a part of the military 
family is worth every minute you selflessly donate,” they said. 

Mentors must be available all day Friday, Saturday and 
Sunday of the holiday weekend. Monday is optional but 
encouraged. 

For more information about the TAPS Good Grief Camp 
or to register as a mentor, visit the TAPS website. Registration 
will be open through May 7. 
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51. Service Academies Spar In NSA’s Annual Cyber Security Exercise 
(ANNAPOLIS CAPITAL GAZETTE 18 APR 12) ... Tina Reed 

Some Naval Academy midshipmen are doing everything 
they can to beat Army this week. 

But this rivalry isn’t playing out on the football field. It’s 
not even taking place in the same state. Instead, it is being 
battled out online in the annual National Security Agency’s 
Cyber Defense Exercise competition. 

Huddled around computers in a lab on the Naval 
Academy, a small group of midshipmen are defending 
computer networks against simulated attacks from NSA in a 
battle to show cyber security know-how against other service 
academies. The academy is competing against U.S. Military 
Academy, the Air Force Academy, the Coast Guard Academy, 
the Merchant Marine Academy, the Air Force Institute of 
Technology and the Royal Military College of Canada, 
officials said. 

The simplest explanation they could come up with was a 
comparison to a virtual “capture the flag” This week they are 
playing defense against simulated malicious attacks on their 
computer systems, which host web browsers, email systems 
and file transfer systems. 

“You’re defending services rather than information,” said 
Cmdr. Kevin Blenkhorn, the assistant chairman of the Naval 
Academy’s Computer Science Department. 

The Naval Academy group isn’t officially a club, but the 
small group of mids majoring in computer science or 
information technology meets once or twice a week to talk 
about issues or techniques in cyber security. 

Official preparation for the exercise began Monday, but 
members of the group pulled an all-nighter Monday evening in 
the small computer lab in order to protect their system, said 
Midshipman 1st Class Kevin Lees. The competition runs 
through Thursday. 

On Tuesday afternoon, one small group worked on 
restoring the e-mail system by looking at hundreds of lines of 
computer code on the screen, searching for one problem in the 
text that might cause a glitch. As they worked, they could also 
watch web cams showing their counterparts at the NSA and 
the other service academies busy at work at their computers. 

Cyber security skills are growing in popularity, or at least 
in recognition, across the academies. 

But mids say there’s still a ways to go at the Naval 
Academy. Up until Tuesday afternoon, several midshipmen 
hadn’t received permission to miss classes in order to keep 
defending the networks. 



 40

For many of the midshipmen, basic cyber security 
education is all they’ll need — at least for a while after they 
are commissioned. 

“I’m going to be driving a ship for four years,” said Lees, 
who is a computer science major. After that, he said, he hopes 
to be further trained information warfare. Midshipman 1st 

Class Will Henry will also serve on a ship when he is 
commissioned in May. 

Still, he hopes to receive advanced training someday in 
cyber warfare. 

“The defensive side is very difficult and when nothing 
happens during your day, it means you’ve been successful.” 

His interest, he said, is in playing offense. 
Return to Index 
 

52. Intrepid Moves Aircraft To Make Room For Shuttle 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 18 APR 12) 

NEW YORK — The shuttle needs some space. 
The Intrepid Sea, Air and Space Museum on Wednesday 

morning is moving three aircrafts from its flight deck to make 
room for the space shuttle Enterprise. 

The aircrafts will be hoisted by crane onto the pier and 
then a barge. They'll be taken to the Empire State 
Aerosciences Museum in Glenville, N.Y. 

They include a Supermarine Scimitar F.1 British Royal 
Navy fighter bomber, a Douglas F3D-2 (F-10) Skyknight and 
a Mikoyan Gurevich MIG-15 aircraft. 

The Enterprise is scheduled to arrive at New York's John 
F. Kennedy International Airport on Monday. It will be 
brought to the Intrepid by barge in June and subsequently go 
on public display in a temporary pavilion. 

The Intrepid is working on the Enterprise's permanent 
location. 
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OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
53. Star-Spangled Celebration 
(NEW ORLEANS TIMES-PICAYUNE 19 APR 12) ... Editorial 

The U.S. Navy, along with the Marine Corps and Coast 
Guard, will spend the next four years commemorating the 
200th anniversary of the War of 1812, with events planned for 
New York, Boston and Baltimore as well as other cities. 

But the bicentennial observation will have both its start 
and finish in New Orleans, a salute to this city's significance in 
the war that inspired Francis Scott Key to write the poem that 
became our national anthem. The war with Great Britain 
established the Navy's importance in our nation's defenses. "It 
signified the rebirth of our Navy and nation,'' said Rear Adm. 
Ann Claire Phillips, who is operational commander of Navy 
Week NOLA. 

The commemoration started with the arrival of nine 
vessels on the Mississippi River Tuesday. The Navy warships, 
frigates from Britain, Canada and France and three tall ships 
will be open for public tours throughout the week. Navy, 
Marine Corps and Coast Guard bands also performed 

Tuesday. The Historic New Orleans Collection is exhibiting 
items from its War of 1812 collection, and the Louisiana State 
Museum is hosting special 1812 tours at The Cabildo, among 
many other events. 

An air show headlined by the Blue Angels will take place 
over Lake Pontchartrain this Saturday and Sunday, with a 
crowd of 50,000 expected to gather along Lakeshore Drive. 

The ships will leave Monday, to the tolling of the St. 
Louis Cathedral bells, but for New Orleans at least, that won't 
be the end of the celebration. We get to welcome the Navy 
back in 2015 for the bicentennial of the Battle of New 
Orleans. 

"We're the premier port,'' said Mark Romig, head of the 
city's planning committee for Navy Week NOLA. 

"We get to start it, and we get to finish it. I think that 
speaks to the importance of our city in the history of our 
Navy." 
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54. The Risk Of Exaggerating The China Threat 
Don't tailor military power for the Pacific at the expense of the dangerous Middle East. 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 19 APR 12) ... Michael Eastman 

As American military planners examine national security 
in light of shrinking budgets and legitimate concerns such as 
the rise of China, they must not neglect other strategic 
realities. 

Prudence demands preparing for a possible challenge in 
the Pacific, but it's important to distinguish between threats 
that are most dangerous and threats that are most likely. 
Especially during challenging fiscal times, the U.S. should not 
tailor its military capabilities for the Pacific at the expense of 
the rest of the world—particularly the Middle East, where 
economic, demographic and political trends make conflict far 
more likely than conventional wisdom suggests. 

Global demand for oil is projected to rise over the next 
two decades, fueled by the expanding Chinese and Indian 
economies. By 2030, half of all global supply will be 
concentrated in the Middle East (up from 42% today). 
Assuming even stable prices, oil-producing Middle Eastern 
states will have little cause to diversify their economies. Their 
dominant practice will remain the redistribution of oil 
revenues, whether as social welfare or government patronage, 
further retarding the development of a viable middle class. 
The gap between rich and poor will persist as a source of 
popular dissatisfaction. 



 41

To make matters worse, by 2030 more than half the 
Middle East's population will still be under 34. This persistent 
"youth bulge" will challenge even efficient regimes, as 
demands for jobs, social services and upward mobility are met 
with limited opportunities, silence and repression. Alienated 
young people are potential recruits to radical Islam. 

As recent events have demonstrated, predictions of a 
Middle Eastern shift toward democracy are premature at best. 
But rapid political change is frequently accompanied by 
violence. With numerous countries in political transition, the 
likelihood of future regional conflict must be considered high. 

Iran, meanwhile, is likely to develop low-yield nuclear 
weapons despite Western efforts to stop it. Emboldened by a 
nuclear deterrent, Iran will become increasingly prone to 
exerting its influence abroad. Unable to satisfy its restive 
populace, the regime will be tempted to divert attention by 
remaining a persistent force for regional and global instability. 

These factors underscore the importance of American 
land forces, which retain significant roles that we cannot 
perform if we tailor the military solely for the Pacific. 

One such role is building military-to-military 
partnerships. This will remain a priority of American policy in 
the Middle East, as it is a proven method for encouraging 
moderation, opening communication channels, and reducing 
the risks of miscalculation. U.S. Army land forces are central 
to such military-to-military relationships because ground 
troops constitute 87% of all Middle Eastern armed forces. 
Unduly reducing American ground forces, then, risks creating 
a vacuum between Middle Eastern militaries and our own. 

Nor is access to the region guaranteed once American 
forces complete their withdrawal from current conflicts and 
consolidate in smaller numbers on the periphery. Absent some 
forward presence, it will be increasingly difficult to carry out 
counterterrorism operations. Precision air strikes remain an 

option, but without ground forces we forfeit the ability to 
detain terrorists and extract intelligence. And as the moral 
legitimacy of remote strikes comes under greater attack from 
the international community, sole reliance on them will erode 
support for our strategic objectives. 

America should retain sufficient ground forces to deter, 
and if necessary defeat, regional aggression. Urbanization, 
combined with the penchant of militants to blend into the 
population, vastly increases the complexity of future warfare. 
While air power can rapidly defeat a heavily armored force, it 
doesn't readily address other, more likely scenarios: separating 
warring factions, for example, enforcing a neutral zone, or 
defeating insurgents. 

Relying on proxy forces backed by American air power, 
which many advocate as a cost-effective option, has its own 
risks. When we do so, as demonstrated in Libya, we risk 
losing the ability to shape even minor conflicts. Forces 
committed to preserving Middle Eastern stability must have 
the capability to set conditions for positive outcomes. 

As a demonstration of intent, few actions carry the weight 
of American boots on the ground. Frequently, deploying 
ground forces can prevent conflicts from escalating without 
destroying an adversary's arms or infrastructure. 

To secure American interests in a rapidly changing world, 
the U.S. military must be balanced and capable of operating 
across the full spectrum of conflict. Prudent investment in air 
and sea power ensures access to the global commons, but an 
objective strategic assessment clearly argues for retaining 
significant land forces. Preserving stability in the Middle East 
requires a military that can partner with allies, deter 
aggression, and defeat a predominantly land-based range of 
threats. 

Col. Eastman, U.S. Army, is a fellow at the Institute of 
World Politics. 
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55. Military Bases Full Of Job Possibilities — Even Civilian 
(WASHINGTON POST 19 APR 12) ... Derrick T. Dortch 

I recently had an opportunity of a lifetime. 
In the late 1980s, I left my home in Detroit for the Marine 

Corps Recruit Depot (MCRD) in San Diego. There I began my 
transformation from a civilian to a Marine. It was one of the 
most powerful experiences of my life, and I am always proud 
to say I am a U.S. Marine. 

Recently, I returned to MCRD San Diego with the Marine 
Corps University Foundation (MCUF) and met the 
commanding general, Brig. Gen. Daniel D. Yoo, the first 
Asian American Marine Corps general. I toured the grounds, 
remembering my training. It was a great visit, and I thank Yoo 
and his team for the opportunity. Semper fi. 

MCUF’s mission is to raise money to support the 
education of Marines. Although I have been on military bases 
many times, this trip made me realize more than ever that they 
are good places for civilians as well. 

Many bases are supported by civilian workers, which 
makes them ideal for job-seekers. 

Every military base has federal workers, Non-
Appropriated Fund (NAF) employees, contractors and private-
sector positions. 

The jobs aren’t always listed on the government’s 
USAJOBS.gov Web site. 

NAF positions are considered federal employment but 
differ from federal civil service because NAF salaries come 
from a different source. Civil service positions are funded by 
congressional appropriations. NAF money is self-generated by 
the businesses being run by the services, including clubs, 
bowling alleys, golf courses and other activities that use NAF 
employees. 

There are several ways to find jobs on bases. 
Check The Base Web Site. 
Once you locate a base that interests you, look for a link 

to “employment, jobs or civilian careers.” Seek out the base’s 
civilian personnel office or human resources office. 
Sometimes bases allow job candidates to apply in person. 

Look For NAF Jobs. 
There are a couple of ways to do this. The Air Force lists 

many of its NAF Jobs at NAFJobs.org. Another site, 
NAFjobs.com, also has strong listings. 

Internet Keyword Search 
For other branches, do an Internet keyword search on 

“Navy NAF jobs” or “Army NAF jobs,” etc. 
Look at the Morale, Welfare and Recreation (MWR) 

services and the base exchanges. Do a keyword search for 
“MWR jobs” and then search under “Air Force exchange,” 
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“Navy exchange,” etc. The sites will have jobs listed for that 
base or direct you to a main job site. For example, if you 
wanted to apply for a job at MCRD San Diego or another 
Marine Corps base, you could find one with the Marine Corps 
Community Services by going to www.usmc-
mccs.org/employ. 

Look at USAJOBS.gov. The Army is starting to list its 
NAF and other base jobs on that Web site. 

Derrick T. Dortch, president of the Diversa Group, is a 
career counselor who specializes in government job searches 
and military transition. 
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BBLLOOGGSS::  
56. EXCERPTS FROM BLOGS AROUND THE WORLD 
(PUBLISHED 16 APR – 19 APR 12) 

 
#SAAM: Reporting a Wrong Makes it Right by 

Megan C. Gibbs from Navy Live, April 18 
Sexual Assault Prevention is an important element of the 

readiness area of the 21st century Navy and Marine initiative 
which consolidates a set of objectives and policies, new and 
existing, to maximize Sailor and Marine personal readiness, 
build resiliency and hone the most combat-effective force in 
the history of the Navy. For more than 230 years, Sailors have 
been, “taking care of Sailors.” Sexual assaults pose 
considerable threats to that togetherness and, inexplicably, to 
the individual. In this blog, Chief Information Systems 
Technician Megan C. Gibbs, Sexual Assault Prevention and 
Response representative aboard USS James E. Williams 
(DDG 95), tells her personal account of a shipmate who was a 
victim of an unreported sexual assault, and how it affected her 
personally and professionally. 

“She was embarrassed. She was afraid that people would 
negatively judge her. She was afraid of repercussions from the 
command; that nobody would believe her. But most of all, she 
was afraid to report it. She, then, separated from the Navy 
after her first enlistment.” – ITC Megan C. Gibbs, Sexual 
Assault Prevention and Response representative aboard USS 
James E. Williams (DDG 95) 

The following are highlights from a sexual assault 
article produced by the Enterprise Carrier Strike Group 
Public Affairs: 

 The command Sexual Assault Prevention and 
Response (SAPR) representative aboard Arleigh 
Burke-class guided-missile destroyer USS James E. 
Williams (DDG 95) witnessed firsthand how a sexual 
assault impacted the life of one young Sailor. Chief 
Information Systems Technician Megan C. Gibbs 
spoke about how the young Sailor had been 
frightened of the repercussions had anyone found out, 
and she was embarrassed that it had happened. She 
didn’t know who to turn to, and worst of all, she 
didn’t think anyone would believe her. She became 
withdrawn, and afterwards, she chose to leave the 
U.S. Navy upon completion of her first tour. 

 Spreading awareness of sexual assault is a cause that 
should be taken to the deckplates to prevent stories 
like this from ever happening again. Gibbs and 
service members from all branches of the United 
States military have banded together in solidarity to 
recognize Sexual Assault Awareness Month 
(SAAM). The goal of SAAM is to reduce sexual 
assault through direct and sustained engagement of 

all hands. Sailors aboard James E. Williams are 
actively participating in the effort to raise awareness 
of the impact sexual assault has on both the 
individual and the crew by placing teal ribbons and 
posters around the ship, and conducting training and 
counseling for the crew. 

 SAPR representatives provide immediate assistance 
to sexually assaulted victims including resources for 
medical care, and proper reporting procedures. While 
response is necessary in dealing with the fallout of 
sexual assault, SAPR representatives incorporate a 
variety of training aids to educate the crew on what 
sexual assault is, how it can thwart the mission, and 
what resources are available to victims. 

 “But is really comes down to ‘no’ means ‘no’, 
because without consent it’s sexual assault.” - 
Hospital Corpsman 2nd Class Ashley R. Thomson, a 
SAPR victim advocate aboard James E. Williams. 

 Although victimized, the individual assaulted is not 
the only one affected. It puts a strain on both the 
victim and the command. The command could end up 
losing the Sailors involved, or the Sailor may become 
mentally unfit to do their job. The effects of sexual 
assault can erode operational readiness and create a 
tense and high-pressure workplace, which can lead to 
a breakdown in performance. SAAM helps Sailors 
become aware and makes people worry that it can 
happen to them, their shipmates, their friends. 
Victims can become constantly uneasy about what 
happened to them, or they can break down and shut 
everything out. 

Help raise awareness by joining the conversation on 
social media using #SAAM. 

Broadcast Clip SAAM: ITC Gibson Interview 
(YOUTUBE 18 APR 12) U.S. Navy 
Interview with Chief Information Systems Technician 

Gibson aboard USS James E. Williams (DDG 95). 
View Clip (RT: 1:43) 
 
Once eager, the Navy now bides its time by Philip 

Ewing from DoD Buzz, April 18 
Just a few years ago, a senior Navy admiral sat down in 

the Pentagon with the usual rogue’s gallery of defense hacks, 
including your correspondent, and talked about the future of 
the littoral combat ship. 

Critical, essential, revolutionary, game-changing – the 
best thing to hit the ocean since the surfboard, he said, in so 
many words. At the time, the Navy planned to down-select 
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from the two then-competing designs to just one, using the 
miracle of competition to save on a program that had already 
busted its budget projections. Still, the Navy would have one 
or two copies of the losing design it had already bought. 

Next question: Should the fleet maintain just those one or 
two white elephants with their own unique maintenance needs, 
combat systems, training requirements and operational 
peculiarities? What, he was asked, would it do with the losers 
after the down-select? 

The Navy would keep them and deploy them, the admiral 
said: “I need the ships.” 

His onetime boss, then-Chief of Naval Operations Adm. 
Vern Clark, put his support for LCS even more emphatically 
during his tenure: “I need them yesterday.” 

But at the Navy’s biggest annual trade show this week, 
that onetime urgency has evaporated. 

Neither LCS nor the Navy’s behemoth USS Zumwalt 
destroyer is set to do a real deployment before 2016, if then – 
that’s when LCS is supposed to get its important anti-
submarine warfare kit and the Zumwalt will reach “initial 
operational capability.” An optimistic view is that it’ll be a 
banner year for the Navy, with two important new classes 
joining the fleet for the first time in a long while. Plus there’ll 
be new LCS ships popping in all the time, even if they might 
not have their mission equipment. 

A pessimist, however, might point out that the dates for 
the arrival of the two new ship types are suspiciously close to 
the tail of the future years defense plan, near the event horizon 
into which big programs sometimes vanish. Their arrival also 
is scheduled for a time when many people in a position of 
leadership today, from President Obama on down through the 
Building, no longer will be. 

It’s difficult to know what to make of today’s leaders’ 
equanimity about waiting for the ships of the future. With the 
significant exception of Navy Undersecretary Robert Work, 
nobody in the service seems to be jumping up and down with 
excitement about LCS. Nobody says, “Damn the torpedoes, 
get the Independence out to the Gulf of Aden and let’s shoot 
the hell out of some pirates!” 

The silence about Zumwalt is even heavier. Work didn’t 
mention it once during his seapower revival on Wednesday – 
in past he has hinted that he’s not a fan – and few people 
outside the program itself seemed to take much interest this 
week. When Big Navy talks about “destroyers,” it talks about 
the restarted Arleigh Burke class and the promise of the Flight 
III line, complete with Air and Missile Defense Radar. 

Slow and steady wins the race, the Navy might say. You 
can only build ‘em so fast. Crawl-walk-run. Rome, as we’ve 
learned from naval analyst LeBron James, wasn’t built in one 
day. 

There’s also a sense, however, that today’s Navy is 
regretting its inheritance. Before they even enter service, DDG 
1000 and LCS could both already be artifacts of a bygone era, 
much as the Ticonderoga-class cruisers are artifacts of the 
early 1980s. Contrast the two new ship classes with the 
rhetoric of today’s leaders. 

“Perfect will not work in the future,” Chief of Naval 
Operations Adm. Jonathan Greenert said Tuesday. “It’s got to 
be good enough.” Meanwhile, he is “buying back” sea billets 
to reverse the dip in crew sizes; increasing live training events 
and generally trying to make sure the Navy can “shoot 

straight.” Greenert wants to explore “common hulls” to save 
money and expects tough talk from vendors about 
requirements discipline. 

This is the same Navy that’s going to take delivery of two 
new classes bristling with advanced accessories; with crews so 
small they’ll rely on contractor-supported maintenance; and 
brook no “good enough” compromises in the pursuit of one 
high-end characteristic – speed for LCS and firepower for 
Zumwalt. 

The Rumsfeld-era Pentagon that produced them is long 
gone. Listening to Greenert, the Navy of 2012 might not go 
ahead with either program if it were considering them today. 

Too late, though; they’re in motion. The origins of the 
ships lie as much in politics as naval need: DDG 1000 was the 
deliverance of Bath Iron Works and the Navy’s parallel LCS 
classes brought it protection from two overlapping 
congressional circles. Meanwhile, the service must mothball 
seven of its cruisers in order to afford the upkeep on the 
remainder of its surface force – a force without three 
“contractor-supported” Zumwalts or 55 LCSes. 

Not yet having to pay those maintenance costs could 
another reason why today’s brass is content to let the new 
ships arrive in their good time. That could also be why the 
chiefs of the Air Force, Navy and Marine Corps seem content 
not to have an IOC date for the F-35 — they aren’t looking 
forward to paying an estimated $25,000 or more per flight 
hour. 

There are even bigger problems lurking further in the 
future, including SSBN(X) – which Work admitted “keeps 
him up at night” – and the need to fund surface shipbuilding in 
time for the 2020s. If the Navy can’t get that right, it may 
barely have a fleet in the 2030s, Work warned. 

Maybe it’s no surprise service officials don’t seem too 
eager for the future to arrive. 

 
A Journey into Garmser District with Steelworker 1st 

Class Coogan J. Kennedy by Nichollette Stepp and Coogan 
J. Kennedy from NMCB 11 Blog, April 17 

HELMAND PROVINCE, Afghanistan — Seabees from 
Naval Mobile Construction Battalion (NMCB) 11, deployed to 
Afghanistan in February of 2012 for contingency construction 
operations ranging from camp maintenance and discretionary 
projects to full road layouts and building construction. 

One of the teams that play a vital role in the success of 
NMCB 11 is the Construction Management Training Team 
(CMTT). CMTT’s coordinate with Civil Affair Teams around 
Afghanistan to instruct and train personnel on effective quality 
control procedures and construction management Programs. 

One such member of the CMTT is Steelworker 1ST Class 
Coogan J. Kennedy, from Long Beach, Miss. During one of 
his first missions, Kennedy was able to absorb the energy of 
the team and his mission here in Afghanistan for NMCB 11. 

Kennedy had only been attached to the Marine Civil 
Affairs Team (MCAT) 4 just shy of two weeks. Most of the 
Marines that Kennedy would be working with had little to no 
experience in the Civil Affairs capacity, but they operated 
with the organized function and fluidity that is customary of 
the Marine Corps. 

“I was immediately absorbed in an eclectic mix of 
personalities and intellect that can only be experienced and 
appreciated in the comings and goings of the Navy-Marine 
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Corps Team,” said Kennedy. His purpose was to support the 
team with a detailed technical viewpoint of construction build 
quality assurance that would sustain progress and development 
in the Garmser District of Helmand Province for decades. 

“Not surprisingly,” commented Kennedy, “having a new 
Seabee attached to the Marine Team resulted in an 
accommodating experience that blurred the lines of service 
branch allegiance resulting in a seamless integration to the 
group’s operation and battle rhythm.” 

One of many trips that Kennedy would take started on 
Forward Operating Base (FOB) Delhi, in Garmser District. 
From FOB Delhi, he accompanied MCAT 4 aboard a Marine 
CH-53 helicopter bound for Camp Leatherneck. 

It was a mid-afternoon flight in February, so the air for 
the start of their mission was crisp and cool. The mission was 
to retrieve 3 tactical vehicles from Camp Leatherneck in order 
to provide MCAT 4 with the much needed ability to conduct 
autonomous movement. Retrieving the vehicles was necessary 
as they would be used to navigate the expansive and kinetic 
Area of Operations (AO) in Garmser in support of the ongoing 
quality assessment of development projects. With Dwyer 
being almost 140 miles away outside the friendly lines of 
Camp Leatherneck, the team made sure that the vehicles and 
equipment were in top condition for the journey ahead. As the 
convoy began, the long muddy desert ahead was providing a 
challenge, but they knew that they could manage any obstacle 
that the terrain could throw as illustrated by the following 
story from Kennedy. 

“The Marines and I were stuck in Leatherneck for 3 days 
due to heavy rains and severe weather until it cleared enough 
to finally receive the trucks. The next morning after the 
weather passed, the team and I began the start of the mission 
out of Leatherneck by pre-starting and performing preventive 
combat maintenance on the vehicles. Within the first hour of 
the journey, one of the trucks in the convoy became stuck in 
the mud. After multiple times of vehicles becoming stuck in 
the mud, the truck that would always save the day by pulling 
us out earned the rightful name of Hercules by the convoy 
team.” 

Scenery along this desert trip became an interesting sight 
for MCAT 4. Catching the eye of the team as their convoy 
continued its journey were vehicles and motorcycles blazing 
across the open desert as well as camels and wildlife that 
could be seen all around the area proving how nature 
continues on its majestic journey in any part of the globe. 

The trip was 11 hours of a long and arduous ride for 
Kennedy and the Marines. With all of the necessary gear that 
was worn and stored on the vehicles, the team began feeling 
the exhaustion and soreness from the journey. At the end, the 
team was thankful that the trip was over, but inevitably 
became closer and realized that all of them were excellent 
marines and Sailors that could accomplish anything with 
teamwork. 

 
Navy Looks for New Jet, on Top of Its Trillion-Dollar 

Model by Spencer Ackerman from Danger Room 
(WIRED), April 17, 2012 

On Friday, the Navy quietly released a “market survey” 
asking the big defense contractors for their “candidate[s]” for 
“strike fighter aircraft” in the decades to come. Which is a 
little weird, considering the Pentagon is currently spending a 

trillion dollars on just such an aircraft: the troubled Joint 
Strike Fighter. 

The stealthy F-35 Joint Strike Fighter (JSF) is supposed to 
one day make up 90 percent or more of America’s combat 
aviation power. But the program has been hit with all kinds of 
expensive technical glitches and delays. So the Navy has long 
hedged against the giant JSF bet by buying more of its beloved 
F/A-18 Super Hornet; that way, the Navy can keep flying 
modern fighters, even if the JSFs slip. With this “market 
survey,” the Navy appears to be making a second hedge: a Son 
of the Super Hornet — one that would come online after the 
F/A-18s are retired in the 2030s — just in case the JSF flames 
out entirely. 

“That’s absolutely not the right interpretation,” says Capt. 
Frank Morley, the Navy’s program manager for the Super 
Hornet and its cousin, the EA-18 jamming Growler. But if the 
Son of the Super Hornet isn’t a hedge against the JSF 
becoming too expensive for the cash-strapped military, then 
the aircraft carrier decks of the future may be stocked with 
redundant planes. 

After the Super Hornets retire, the Navy wants “a multi-
role strike capability” that can fly from a carrier, according to 
the “market survey” that the Navy released Friday. Some of its 
primary missions: “air warfare (AW), strike warfare (STW), 
surface warfare (SUW), and close air support (CAS).” 

And that sounds suspiciously like the role that the Navy’s 
version of the JSF is supposed to play. That plane, already the 
most expensive weapons program in the history of mankind, is 
in serious budget trouble. In addition to newly discovered 
design flaws, the Government Accountability Office last 
month found additional problems with its software and safety 
systems. The military wants the F-35 to ultimately replace 
nearly every tactical fixed-wing aircraft the Navy, Marines 
and Air Force fly, but the admiral in charge of the program has 
backed off the 2018 estimate for when the plane is expected to 
enter the air fleet. 

So the Navy has bought more Super Hornets as delays 
plague the JSF. At the Navy’s annual Sea Air Space 
convention, Morley self-congratulated by noting that the 
Super Hornet is “on time, on cost, and on schedule.” 

But the Son of the Super Hornet, the Navy’s survey 
swears, isn’t supposed to be a backup in case the JSF fails. 
Instead, it will be a “complementary … asset to the F-35C and 
an unmanned persistent intelligence, surveillance, and 
reconnaissance (ISR) vehicle with precision strike capability.” 
In other words, it’ll fly in a carrier air wing alongside the JSF 
and the Navy’s future carrier-based drone, currently known as 
the X-47B. 

But if so, that raises a question of redundancy. Both the 
JSF and the post-Super Hornet plane would be performing 
very similar manned strike missions. (Although the survey 
doesn’t suggest the post-Super Hornet will need to be stealthy, 
a central asset of the JSF.) 

Morley strongly denies that the Son of the Super Hornet 
poses a threat to the JSF or will replicate its missions. “We are 
an all-F-18 fleet today,” Morley tells Danger Room. “In that 
2020-2030 time frame, those decades, we intend to be a Super 
Hornet-JSF fleet. And then those Super Hornets are going to 
be aging out, those earlier ones, and we need to be a JSF-and-
something-else fleet.” 
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But then what will the something else be? What will keep 
the Son of Super Hornet from redundancy with the JSF? 

“Don’t know,” Morley concedes. “That’s the point of the 
whole analysis. What do we need it to do? What will the threat 
be then? What will JSF be able to cover? What additional 
capabilities might we need? That’s all the stuff we’re starting 
to look at now.” 

Other Navy officials are just as emphatic. “This is prudent 
planning on the Navy’s part,” argues Rob Koon, a spokesman 
for the Navy’s tactical aircraft program. “Every airframe needs 
to have a follow-on replacement.” His boss, Marcia Hart, 
adds, “There has to be something after the Super Hornet.” 

There’s a sense in which that’s correct. The program for 
the Super Hornet replacement, officially called the FA-XX 
and announced last week in the Pentagon’s 30-year aviation 
plan, might not necessarily yield a new aircraft. It could. But 
as the program goes on, the brass might decide that the JSF in 
fact does what the Navy needs a post-Super Hornet plane to 
do. Or it might even decide that the post-X-47B is a better 
substitute. 

Put another way, it might be best to think of the FA-XX 
as a placeholder constant, like in physics or math, necessary 
for making a formula operate, rather than a definite thing on 
its own. 

But there’s also a chance that the post-Super Hornet will 
turn out to be exactly what it sounds like: another strike jet, 
designed for the seaborne attack missions that the Navy’s F-35 
variant is supposed to perform. Even 20 years from now, 
Super Hornet’s son could be picking up the JSF’s slack. 

 
Future Navy Air Wing Takes Shape by David Axe 

from Offiziere.ch, April 17 
The U.S. Navy is beginning the planning process for its 

next-generation carrier air wing. New fighters, drones, radar 
planes and resupply aircraft are in testing or concept 
development. The result, sometime after 2030, could be an 
even more powerful naval air force. 

For decades the Navy’s super-carriers have represented 
one of America’s most powerful tools for diplomacy and 
combat. In a new shipbuilding plan published in March, the 
Pentagon committed to maintaining 10-12 nuclear-powered 
carriers through 2042. A typical carrier air wing includes more 
than 40 fighters, four or five each radar planes and jamming 
planes plus helicopters and a detachments of cargo haulers — 
60-70 aircraft in all. 

But by the 2030s, today’s main carrier aircraft will need 
replacing. Boeing F/A-18E/F Super Hornet fighters and EA-
18G Growler Electronic Warfare jamming planes will reach 
the end of their fatigue lives, as will Northrop Grumman C-2 
Greyhound cargo planes that deliver people, mail and urgent 
supplies to carrier decks. 

All three types could be replaced by new or upgraded 
aircraft. Manned and robotic vehicles already in advanced 
stages of development will complement the fighter, EW and 
cargo replacements. 

Officially, the Navy is still committed to procuring more 
than 200 F-35C Joint Strike Fighters from Lockheed Martin to 
fly alongside the Super Hornets. The F-35 is in testing and 
low-rate production, but rising costs and mounting delays have 
seemed to undermine the program’s future. There is little 
doubt the Air Force will acquire the F-35A model to replace 

its aging F-15 and F-16 fighters, but the Navy’s need for the 
F-35C is less urgent, as its 500 Super Hornets are only a few 
years old, on average — and the Boeing fighter is still in 
production. The Navy could curtail or cancel the F-35C and 
supplant the stealthy fighter with more F/A-18s. 

The Unmanned Carrier-Launched Airborne Surveillance 
and Strike drone could also factor into the Navy’s fighter 
plans. UCLASS is a Navy initiative to test a jet-powered, 
armed attack drone for carrier use. Northrop built two X-47B 
prototypes under a related program and has been testing them 
in California and Maryland. An X-47B is slated to go to sea 
for carrier trials next year. UCLASS will use the test results to 
guide the acquisition of potentially hundreds of combat-ready 
strike drones, which could be a version of the X-47 or new 
designs from Boeing, Lockheed or General Atomics. 

UCLASS will be stealthy and long-ranged, giving carriers 
the same “first-day” strike capability against a determined 
enemy that is also the rationale behind the F-35C. A mixed 
fleet of Super Hornets and drones would arguably equal the 
capabilities of an F-35-equipped force, and at lower cost. The 
Navy wants to begin fielding UCLASS drones before 2020, 
around the same time the F-35C should be combat-ready. The 
Navy has not publicly signaled any intention to cut the F-35, 
but if it does back away from the stealthy jet, the decision 
should come in the next few years. 

A version of the UCLASS drone is also a prime candidate 
to carry radar-jamming gear and replace the roughly 100 EA-
18Gs after 2030. The Navy is working on a broadband radar 
jammer called the Next-Generation Jammer that industry 
officials say can be scaled for a wide range of platforms. 

If the F-35C survives, the Navy could boost its production 
numbers to fully or partially replace the Super Hornets after 
2030. Drones or a new manned fighter design could make up 
the balance. This month, the Navy issued a formal Request for 
Information to the aerospace industry asking for ideas for a 
new “FA-XX” fighter that could be ready for testing by 2020 
and full-scale service 10 years later. Boeing has already 
publicized a concept for a two-man, tailless fighter that 
promises extreme radar stealth. 

The Navy is considering replacing the 40 or so C-2s with 
a similar number of Boeing-Bell V-22 Osprey tiltrotors, which 
take off and land like helicopters but cruise like airplanes 
thanks to their rotating engine nacelles. Northrop is also 
studying an upgraded version of the existing Greyhound. 

The future radar plane is already in production. Northrop 
took the basic E-2 Hawkeye airframe that has been in service 
since the 1960s and added a new radar and new avionics to 
produce the essentially brand-new E-2D. The new plane 
should enter service in 2014. 

 
Navy ‘Partnering for a Greener Future’ from Navy 

Live, April 18 
“The Navy carries out numerous programs that protect the 

Earth year-round as we perform our national defense mission. 
Earth Day celebrations give us the chance to connect with 
local communities and inform people about those programs.” 

- John Quinn, Director, Chief of Naval Operations 
Energy and Environmental Readiness Division 

Navy and Marine Corps commands around the globe are 
participating in Earth Day activities throughout the month of 
April. This year’s theme is, “Partnering for a Greener Future,” 
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highlighting the Department’s many successful partnerships 
with sister military services, government agencies, local 
schools, non-governmental organizations, and the public. The 
official Earth Day date is April 22. Navy and Marine Corps 
commands will participate in Earth Day activities on that date 
and throughout April. More than 50 installations will celebrate 
by hosting beach cleanups, dumpster dives, information 
sessions, classroom visits, nature hikes, poster contests and 
many more activities. The Navy and Marine Corps are deeply 
committed to changing the way energy is used and produced, 
preserving the environment, and planning for and mitigating 
the harmful effects of climate change. Through the lead of the 
Navy’s environmental program, these goals of a Greener Fleet 
can be met. 

Navy “Green” Partner Examples: 

 Commander Navy Region Southeast is the federal co-
lead for both the Gulf of Mexico and the South 
Atlantic Regional Planning Bodies of the National 
Ocean Council, which was established under the 
National Ocean Policy (NOP). At the national level, 
the NOP provides a high level interagency forum 
where policy issues can be discussed. At the regional 
level, the NOP provides the Navy and Marine Corps 
an avenue for proactively engaging in marine spatial 
planning with our federal, state, local, and tribal 
partners. 

 As part of its long-term environmental planning 
efforts, the Navy has been working with the National 
Marine Fisheries Service to assess and mitigate 
potential significant environmental impacts of 
military training and testing activities conducted in 
operational areas throughout the Atlantic and Pacific. 

 The Navy continues to fund millions in research and 
collaborate with academic institutions to study the 
ecology of marine mammals and to minimize the 
potential effects of Navy training and testing 
activities on the marine ecosystem. 

 The Navy is working with government agencies, 
industry, and local communities to determine how to 
support renewable energy projects, such as wind 
projects, while minimizing training impacts. 

View Graphic (JPG) 
 
Executing the Maritime Strategy from Navy Live, 

April 17 
“These are extraordinary times to be serving forward in 

7th Fleet. It would have been difficult to imagine, even two 
years ago, that our historically strong and vibrant 
relationships with Allies, Partners and Friends across the 
AOR could further advance to where they are today. As the 
reliable, relevant and responsible partner of choice 
throughout the region, 7th Fleet continues to provide 
extraordinary return on investment across the resource 
spectrum.” - Vice Adm. Scott H. Swift, commander, U.S. 7th 
Fleet 

Around the world, the Navy is executing the core 
capabilities of the Maritime Strategy; operations from March 
include: 

 
 

Forward Presence 

 The Enterprise Carrier Strike Group made port visits 
in Spain, France, Italy and Greece in support of U.S. 
6th Fleet’s maritime security operations and theater 
security cooperation efforts. 

 The Essex Amphibious Ready Group (ARG) 
embarked more than 2,000 Marines of the 31st 
Marine Expeditionary Unit and departed White 
Beach Naval Facility in Okinawa, Japan for the 
ARG’s amphibious integration training and 
certification exercise. 

Maritime Security 

 USS Carl Vinson (CVN 70) conducted maritime 
security operations in the Arabian Gulf with the 
Royal Navy HMS Daring (D32), assigned to 
Combined Maritime Forces, Combined Task Force 
152. 

 USS Princeton (CG 59) and USS O’Kane (DDG 77) 
participated in Solid Curtain-Citadel Shield 2012. 

Deterrence 

 USS Connecticut (SSN 22) arrived at Fleet Activities 
Yokosuka during its deployment to the western 
Pacific. 

 The United States Forces Korea and Combined 
Forces Command (USFK/CFC) and the Republic of 
Korea (ROK) kicked off the annual Foal Eagle 
exercise. 

Power Projection 

 The Carl Vinson Carrier Strike Group flew 1,085 
sorties, totaling 6,600 hours, and dropped 6,640 lbs 
of bombs, in support of Operation Enduring 
Freedom. 

 Naval Fleet Auxiliary Force ships attached to 
Commander Task Force 53 conducted 85 
replenishment-at-sea evolutions, including 41 
evolutions with coalition, European Union and 
NATO assets while operating in support of U.S. 5th 
Fleet operations. 

Building Maritime Partnerships 

 Sailors from U.S. Naval Forces Africa facilitated a 
tactical combat casualty care course with the 
Tanzanian People’s Defense Force in Dar Es Salaam, 
Tanzania. 

 Divers from Mobile Diving and Salvage Unit 
(MDSU) 2, Company 2-1 conducted training and 
dives with Colombian and, Trinidad and Tobago 
divers in support of Navy Dive-Southern Partnership 
Station 2012. 

Humanitarian Assistance/Disaster Response 

 USS John Paul Jones (DDG 53) and U.S. Coast 
Guard Cutter Baranof (WPB 1318) rescued 24 
Filipino mariners in Arabian Gulf. 

 Seabees from Naval Mobile Construction Battalion 
(NMCB) 40 Detail Timor-Leste renovated and 
rehabilitated two, four-room school buildings with 
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detached restrooms at Fatumeta Primary School in 
Dili, Timor-Leste. 

Broadcast Clip - USS James Williams Conducts And 
Underway Replenishment 

(YOUTUBE 17 APR 12) U.S. Navy 
USS James Williams (DDG 95) of the Enterprise Carrier 

Strike Group, conducts an underway replenishment (UNREP) 
while conducting operations in the 5th Fleet area of 
responsibility. 

View Clip (RT: 0:56) 
U.S., India Navies Partner for Maritime-Training 

Exercise from Navy Live, April 17 
Partnering with nations for naval exercises is one 

important element to our maritime strategy. This blog 
represents a photo snapshot of a naval exercise between 
Navies from India and the United States called Exercise 
Malabar 2012, which will ran from April 9-16. Malabar is a 
regularly scheduled naval field training exercise and has 
grown in scope and complexity over the years. Malabar 2012 
is the latest in a continuing series of exercises conducted to 
advance multinational maritime relationships and mutual 
security issues. U.S. Navy participants include the aircraft 
carrier USS Carl Vinson (CVN 70), the guided-missile cruiser 
USS Bunker Hill (CG 52), the guided-missile destroyer USS 
Halsey (DDG 97), a logistics ship, P-3C aircraft and a 
submarine. 

View Gallery (13 Photos) 
 
Faces of the Fleet from Navy Live, April 11 
“Faces of the Fleet” takes a look at YOUR Navy 

operating forward. These images represent the greatest Sailors 
in the greatest Navy in the world leading from the deck plates, 
and completing missions around the globe. This is your fleet 
and these are your Sailors! Hooyah, Navy!! 

 Vice Adm. Richard W. Hunt, commander of Naval 
Surface Forces, arrives on the quarterdeck of the 
guided-missile cruiser USS Cowpens (CG 63) during 
a visit to Yokosuka Naval Base. 

 CS3 Tywillie Chavis, assigned aboard the guided-
missile destroyer USS Forrest Sherman (DDG 98), 
observes simulated threats during a fast inshore 
attack craft exercise off the coast of Scotland. 

 FC3 Jovie Tanele offers a Hawaiian lei during a 
remembrance ceremony for the Fletcher-class 
destroyer USS Sigsbee (DD 502) aboard the guided-
missile destroyer USS Chung-Hoon (DDG 93). 

 Cmdr. Homer Denius, commanding officer of the 
amphibious dock landing ship USS Pearl Harbor 
(LSD 52), gives a tour of the ship to members of the 
Parliament of Australia. 

 EODC Matthew Harrison, assigned to Joint 
POW/MIA Accounting Command, scans for metal 
while conducting recovery operations in the Gai Lai 
province of Vietnam. 

 ET3 Travis Soto, left, and FC2 James Daugherty 
hand a mooring line down to the flight deck for 
stowage during sea and anchor detail. 

 AT3 Class Patrick Brown, assigned to the War 
Eagles of Patrol Squadron (VP) 16, cleans up trash at 
a beach outside the gates of Kadena Air Base in 
Okinawa, Japan. 

 GMC Craig Bean mans the hose nozzle during a 
fresh water wash down aboard the guided-missile 
destroyer USS Forrest Sherman (DDG 98). 

 Cmdr. Michael Johns, commanding officer of the 
Pearl Harbor-based guided missile frigate USS 
Crommelin (FFG 37), Mo'I Kane Richard Kuali'I 
Kamau Jr. and Mo'I Wahine Meleana Auli'I 
Ku'uleialoha Manuel, the King and Queen of this 
year's Merrie Monarch Royal Court, Rear Adm. 
Fernandez "Frank" Ponds, Commander, Navy Region 
Hawaii and Naval Surface Group Middle Pacific, and 
his wife, Carol Ponds, talk aboard Crommelin during 
a welcome ceremony hosted by the Merrie Monarch 
Royal Court. 

View Gallery (9 Photos) 
Broadcast Clip - USS Enterprise Highlights Legalman 

3rd Class Ashley Danuoy 
(YOUTUBE 17 APR 12) U.S. Navy 
USS Enterprise highlights Legalman 3rd Class Ashley 

Danuoy of New Orleans, La. (U.S. Navy video/Released) 
View Clip (RT: 1:26) 
Broadcast Clip - USS Enterprise Highlights CS3 

Raheem Lumpkins 
(YOUTUBE 17 APR 12) U.S. Navy 
USS Enterprise highlights Culinary Specialist 3rd Class 

Raheem Lumpkins, from Monroe, LA. Enterprise is currently 
underway on a regularly scheduled deployment to the 5th 
Fleet area of responsibility. 

View Clip (RT: 2:40) 
Your Navy TODAY (Apr. 17 - 19 2012) 
On any given day, in your Navy, our team of more than 

600,000 professional Sailors and Civilians are working 
together around the globe to perform our mission: deter 
aggression and, if deterrence fails, win our Nation’s wars. It is 
not possible to share every aspect of this global team but, 
through this blog, we offer you a glimpse of what these men 
and women do. 

April 17 - New DDG-1002 Named; Independence 
Travels the Panama Canal 

View Gallery (4 Photos) 
Return to Index 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Navy Shows Off ‘Great Green Fleet’ 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 18 JUL 12) ... Jeanette Steele 

HONOLULU — The secretary of the Navy got into a MH-60 helicopter Wednesday whose propellers were turning on a mix of 
animal fat and algae, in addition to old-fashioned fossil fuel. 

 
2. U.S. Navy's "Great Green Fleet" Debuts In Pacific 
(REUTERS 19 JUL 12) ... Suzanne Roig 

HONOLULU -- The U.S. Navy's "Great Green Fleet," a group of warships and fighter jets burning an expensive blend of biofuels 
and petroleum, made its operational debut on Wednesday as the Senate prepared for a political fight over the program's cost. 

 
3. The 'Green Fleet': Changing The Way We Fuel Our Defense 
(THE HILL 18 JUL 12) ... Michael Breen 

Senator James Inhofe’s recent protest in these pages against the U.S. military’s field-proven use of secure, advanced biofuels 
overlooks both the bipartisan origins of the program and the black-and-white realities of powering the world’s largest fuel consumer in 
an age of unstable petroleum prices. 

 
4. Navy Testing New "Green" Technologies During RIMPAC 
(HAWAII NEWS NOW 19 JUL 12) ... Lisa Kubota 

HONOLULU -- In an effort to help reduce its dependence on foreign oil sources for fuel, the United States Navy is testing several 
"green" technologies during the 2012 Rim of the Pacific (RIMPAC) exercises. 

 
5. #GreatGreenFleet: USS Nimitz Receives Biofuel 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 18 JUL 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Renee L. Candelario 

PACIFIC OCEAN -- USS Nimitz (CVN 68) took on more than 900,000 gallons of 50-50 biofuel in preparation for the Navy's 
Great Green Fleet demonstration, July 18. 

 
6. #GreatGreenFleet: Nimitz First To Test Use Of Aviation Biofuels 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 18 JUL 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Devin Wray, USS Nimitz Public Affairs 

PACIFIC OCEAN -- The nuclear powered aircraft carrier USS Nimitz (CVN 68) was the first ship to receive and test the use of a 
new blend of hydro processed renewable jet (HRJ-5) and aviation (JP-5) fuel on aircraft July 17, as part of the Navy's Great Green 
Fleet demonstration. 

 
7. Primus in Pace 
(COMMANDER SUBMARINE FORCES BLOG 18 JUL 12) ... Vice Adm. John M. Richardson 

It’s an exciting week for our Ballistic Missile Submarine Fleet. On Friday, 20 July, I’ll be traveling down to Naval Submarine 
Base Kings Bay to present the Meritorious Unit Commendation Award to the Atlantic SSBN force. RDML Bob Hennegan, 
Commander, Submarine Group NINE, will conduct the ceremony at Naval Base Kitsap for the Pacific SSBN Force. I’ve provided the 
citation for the award at the bottom of this post. 

 
8. Sailing In To Commemorate The War Of 1812 
U.S. and Canadian ships will dock in Buffalo, Lackawanna in September for Navy Week 
(BUFFALO NEWS 18 JUL 12) ... Jon Harris 

When warships from two countries converged on the Niagara Frontier 200 years ago, the outcome was bloodshed. 
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CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
9. Stennis Most Prepared Aircraft Carrier For Mideast Deployment 
(KITSAP (WA) SUN 18 JUL 12) ... Ed Friedrich 

USS John C. Stennis leaders knew when the aircraft carrier returned in March from the Middle East it might be going back soon, 
the strike group and ship commanders said in a conference call Wednesday. 

 
10. U.S. Can Defeat Any Iranian Effort To Block Oil Shipping: Panetta 
(REUTERS 18 JUL 12) ... David Alexander 

WASHINGTON -- The United States has the military capacity to defeat any Iranian attempt to shut down sea commerce in the 
oil-rich Gulf region and will hold Tehran directly responsible for shipping disruptions, Defense Secretary Leon Panetta said on 
Wednesday. 

 
11. For Navy Crew, Shooting At Indian Fishermen Was Last Resort 
(CNN 18 JUL 12) ... Larry Shaughnessy 

When Navy security personnel onboard USNS Rappahannock opened fire on a small boat near Dubai on Monday, killing one 
Indian fisherman and injuring three others, it was the final step in an effort to protect the ship without resorting to force. 

 
12. Massive Naval Exercises In Pacific Alleviates Tensions, Strengthens Ties 
(FOX NEWS 18 JUL 12) ... Adam Housley 

Off the coast of Oahu, air operations on the deck of the amphibious assault ship the USS Essex have helicopters landing from all 
directions. Sailors and Marines are on board along with military personnel from countries like Malaysia, Canada and even Tonga. 

 
13. Unit To Conduct ULTRA During RIMPAC 2012 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 18 JUL 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Tiffany Sivels, Maritime Expeditionary Security 
Squadron 9 Public Affairs 

JOINT BASE PEARL HARBOR-HICKAM, Hawaii -- Active duty and reserve Sailors from Maritime Expeditionary Security 
Squadron (MSRON) 9 look to retest their skills as a cohesive organization in a Unit Level Training and Readiness Assessment 
(ULTRA) during Rim of the Pacific (RIMPAC) 2012 exercise July 21. 

 
14. Ship Sinks As Part Of RIMPAC Exercise 
(KHON FOX HONOLULU 18 JUL 12) 

A live-fire exercise as part of Rim of the Pacific (RIMPAC) 2012 sank the ex-USS Concord in waters off Kauai Wednesday. 
 

15. Maui Memorial In RIMPAC 
(MAUI NEWS 18 JUL 12) 

Maui Memorial Medical Center will be the only non-Oahu hospital participating in a mock disaster exercise Friday as part of the 
U.S. Navy's ongoing Rim of the Pacific international exercises in Hawaii. 

 
16. U.S., Singaporean Troops Drill At Marine Training Area In Hawaii 
(HONOLULU STAR-ADVERTISER 18 JUL 12) ... William Cole 

The two Stryker armored vehicles pulled up outside a courtyard with 7-foot mud walls and disgorged about a dozen Singaporean 
army soldiers and a lesser number from Schofield Barracks who lined up on either side of a gate leading into the compound. 

 
17. Carter ‘Walking The Walk’ On Strategic Rebalance 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 18 JUL 12) ... Karen Parrish 

PEARL HARBOR, Hawaii – Deputy Defense Secretary Ashton B. Carter stood here today on the deck of the USS Missouri, the 
battleship that served as the site of the surrender that ended World War II, and summoned U.S. soldiers, Sailors, airmen and Marines 
gathered there to what he called “a new purpose in a new moment in our nation’s national security history.” 

 
18. Locklear Visit Reaffirms U.S.-Philippine Alliance 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 18 JUL 12) ... Donna Miles 

HONOLULU – With a new agreement that promotes increased information sharing and talks under way about more military-to-
military engagements and potential U.S. troop rotations in the Philippines, the senior U.S. military officer in the Pacific returned from 
a visit there confident the historic alliance is advancing. 

 
19. USS Hawaii Attack Sub To Visit Busan 
(STARS AND STRIPES 19 JUL 12) ... Jon Rabiroff 

SEOUL — For the second time in less than a month, a U.S. Navy vessel likely to draw scrutiny from North Korea and China is 
scheduled to pay a port visit to the South Korean city of Busan. 
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20. Chilean Doctor Helps Pacific Partnership 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 18 JUL 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Stephen M. Votaw, Navy Public Affairs Support 
Element West 

VINH, Vietnam -- Chilean Navy 1st Lt. Ivan Paul arrived to support Pacific Partnership 2012 (PP12), July 17, and has the honor 
of being the only service member representing the nation of Chile during the mission. 

 
21. U.S. Navy Aims To Meet Growing Demand For Special Forces 
(AEROSPACE DAILY & DEFENSE REPORT 18 JUL 12) ... Michael Fabey 

The war against terrorism and concerns over ballistic missile attacks are being linked to strains on U.S. Navy ships and resources, 
and growing concern that the service may be unable to meet operational needs. 

 
22. Peleliu ARG Begins COMPTUEX 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 18 JUL 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Derek Stroop, Amphibious Squadron Three Public 
Affairs 

PACIFIC OCEAN -- The Peleliu Amphibious Ready Group and 15th Marine Expeditionary Unit got underway to participate in 
Composite Training Unit Exercise (COMPTUEX) 2012 off the coast of California, July 18. 

 
23. USS Underwood Visits Naval Station Guantanamo Bay 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 18 JUL 12) MASS COMMUNICATION SPECIALIST 1ST CLASS (SW/AW) ... Justin Ailes Naval Station 
Guantanamo Bay, Cuba Public Affairs 

GUANTANAMO BAY, Cuba -- USS Underwood (FFG 36) visited Naval Station (NS) Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, during her 
deployment in support of Southern Seas 2012, July 18. 

 
24. USS Oscar Austin deploys 
(WAVY NBC NORFOLK 18 JUL 12) ... Rob Rizzo 

NORFOLK, Va. -- USS Oscar Austin (DDG 79) left Naval Station Norfolk Wednesday morning. 
 

GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
25. Washington Begins To Plan For Collapse Of Syrian Government 
(NEW YORK TIMES 19 JUL 12) ... Helene Cooper 

WASHINGTON — With the growing conviction that the Assad family’s 42-year grip on power in Syria is coming to an end, 
Obama administration officials worked on contingency plans Wednesday for a collapse of the Syrian government, focusing 
particularly on the chemical weapons that Syria is thought to possess and that President Bashar al-Assad could try to use on opposition 
forces and civilians. 

 
26. U.S., U.K. Defense Chiefs Call For Furthering Partnership 
(DEFENSE NEWS 18 JUL 12) ... Marcus Weisgerber 

The United Kingdom and United States should pursue a deeper, “far reaching” defense partnership that includes the development 
of joint requirements and collaborating on research-and-development efforts, Britain’s defense secretary said while visiting 
Washington. 

 
27. Defence Cuts Will Mean Tighter Ties 
(THE AUSTRALIAN 19 JUL 12) ... Brendan Nicholson and Mark Dodd 

Defence budget cuts in Australia and the U.S. mean the armed forces of both nations need to be able to work more closely 
together to deal with common threats, the chief of the U.S. Army says. 

 
28. Path For Iran Nuclear Talks Choked By Tensions 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 18 JUL 12) ... Brian Murphy 

DUBAI, United Arab Emirates — In the span of just a few hours, announcements bouncing between Tehran and Washington 
showed the direction of their showdown: New issues are piling up even as Western envoys try to find a path to move nuclear talks 
forward. 

 
29. Yemen President Warns Iran To Stop Meddling 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 18 JUL 12) ... Ahmed Al-Haj 

SANAA, Yemen -- Yemen's president on Wednesday called on Iran to stop spying in his country, warning that the Shiite-led 
nation would "pay the price" if it continues meddling. 
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30. Somali Pirates Free Taiwan Fishing Vessel, 26 Crew 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 18 JUL 12) 

TAIPEI, Taiwan -- Taiwan's foreign ministry says a Taiwanese fishing vessel and its 26-member crew were freed after being held 
by Somali pirates for almost 19 months. 

 
31. Somali Pirate Kingpins Enjoy "Impunity": UN Experts 
(REUTERS 18 JUL 12) ... Matthew Falloon, Pascal Fletcher and Louise Ireland 

NAIROBI -- Somalia's president has shielded a top pirate leader from arrest by issuing him a diplomatic passport, according to a 
United Nations investigation which criticizes the "climate of impunity" enjoyed by pirate kingpins in Somalia and abroad. 

 
32. Turkey Receives 4th CN-235 For Maritime Patrol 
(DEFENSE NEWS 18 JUL 12) ... Pierre Tran 

Paris — Thales formally handed over on July 18, two years late and after millions of euros in provisions, a fourth modified Casa 
CN-235 aircraft under the Turkish Meltem maritime patrol and surveillance program, a company executive said. 

 

PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
33. Navy Announces Suicide Prevention Video Contest 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 18 JUL 12) ... Navy Personnel Command Public Affairs 

MILLINGTON, Tenn. -- Navy is seeking tech savvy, creative Sailors to share their skills while helping communicate an 
important message in the Suicide Prevention Public Service Announcement Video Contest (SPPSAC), officials said July 18. 

 
34. Military Sex Assault Victims' PTSD Claims Neglected, Panel Told 
A House VA subcommittee hears testimony that victims' claims are often ignored and many who report 
sexual abuse are diagnosed with personality disorders and discharged. 
(LOS ANGELES TIMES 19 JUL 12) ... Jamie Goldberg 

WASHINGTON — Ruth Moore described herself as a "vivacious" 18-year-old serving in the Navy when, she says, a superior 
raped her outside a club in Europe. 

 
35. Marine Brother, Sailor Sister Link Up While Deployed At Sea 
(JACKSONVILLE (NC) DAILY NEWS 18 JUL 12) ... Amanda Hickey 

USS SAMPSON, Red Sea – As siblings grow up and lead separate lives it’s sometimes difficult to stay in touch. Add the extra 
separation of being in the military and deploying around the world and some family members are lucky if they ever see each other. 

 
36. Ex-Shipmate Acquitted In Deadly Shooting Of Sailor 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 19 JUL 12) ... Louis Hansen 

NORFOLK -- A jury acquitted a former Sailor Wednesday of fatally shooting a shipmate. 
 

FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
37. GOP Leaders Fight Back Against Navy’s ‘Great Green Fleet’ 
(THE DAILY CALLER 18 JUL 12) ... Melissa Quinn 

Secretary of the Navy Ray Mabus’ “Great Green Fleet” is proving to be less than great, and a host of Republican leaders are 
advocating against the ships, which are set to hit the high seas in 2016. 

 
38. Britain, U.S. Hail F-35 Fighter As Tightening Ties 
(REUTERS 18 JUL 12) ... Jim Wolf 

Britain and the United States hailed Wednesday their work on Lockheed Martin Corp's F-35 Joint Strike Fighter as tightening 
military ties, a day before Britain receives the jet's first international delivery. 

 
39. German Defence Minister Sees Consequences If MEADS Funding Lost 
(DEFENSE DAILY 19 JUL 12) ... Ann Roosevelt 

There could be "unintended consequences" if the United States unilaterally withdraws from funding the proof of concept of the 
trilateral Medium Extended Air Defense System (MEADS), according to German Defense Minister Thomas de Maiziere. 

 
40. ERPs Continue To The Fail The DOD 
(DEFENSE SYSTEMS 17 JUL 12) ... Barry Rosenberg 

The Defense Department is not going to be able any time soon to produce auditable financial statements on its own programs 
because its major enterprise resource planning programs (ERP) continue to remain late and way over budget, according to a June 13 
report from the DOD Inspector General. 



 5

 
41. House Passes Bill Demanding Sequester Details From Obama 
(THE HILL 18 JUL 12) ... Pete Kasperowicz 

The House approved legislation on Wednesday that would give the Obama administration 30 days to provide details on how it 
will deal with a required $109 billion cut to 2013 spending, which the administration must impose under last year's debt-ceiling 
agreement. 

 
42. Companies Name Weapon Systems Vulnerable To DoD Cuts 
(DEFENSE DAILY 19 JUL 12) ... Emelie Rutherford 

Defense industry executives called for more clarity regarding potential across-the-board Pentagon budget cuts yesterday, warning 
lawmakers that programs for jets, helicopter, and ships could be harmed. 

 
43. Defense Executives Warn Of Dire Cuts 
(POLITICO 18 JUL 12) ... Austin Wright 

Defense industry executives on Wednesday railed against the Obama administration’s refusal to explain how it would carry out 
the looming, across-the-board spending cuts set to take effect next year and threatened to notify hundreds of thousands of employees 
that their jobs are at risk. 

 
44. Sequester Cuts Hit Home For Republicans 
(POLITICO 18 JUL 12) ... Kate Nocera and Austin Wright 

The looming across-the-board budget cuts that could put scores of Americans out of work next year are all President Barack 
Obama’s fault. 

 

BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
45. Air Show Part Of First-Ever Navy Week 
(SIOUX FALLS (SD) ARGUS LEADER 17 JUL 12) ... Mike Huether 

The Sioux Falls Air Show is Saturday and Sunday, part of a full schedule of fleet week activities. 
 

46. 2013 Air Show Aligned With Fleet Week 
(SOUTH FLORIDA SUN-SENTINEL 18 JUL 12) ... Robert Nolin 

The Lauderdale Air Show, a revamped version of the venerable barnstorming spectacle that tore up the sky for 13 years ending in 
2007, will soar into town next year on May . 4 and 5. 

 
47. Havre De Grace's War Of 1812 Bicentennial Planning Group Holds Initial Meeting 
City will mark 200th anniversary of the British invasion next May 
(BALTIMORE SUN 18 JUL 12) 

A Havre de Grace committee held its first meeting last week to begin planning for city's commemoration of the War of 1812 
bicentennial. 

 
48. Arson Suspected In Oahu Navy Housing Fires 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 18 JUL 12) 

PEARL CITY, Hawaii — Honolulu police investigating several fires in a Navy housing complex have found a spray-painted 
message suggesting arson was involved. 

 
49. Navy Memo About SD Pride Parade Causes Confusion 
Pride Officials Say They Understood That Approval Was Given For Soldiers, Sailors To Participate In 
Uniform 
(KGTV ABC SAN DIEGO 18 JUL 12) 

SAN DIEGO -- San Diego Pride officials were scrambling Wednesday to make sense out of a Navy memo that seemed to ban 
personnel from marching in uniform during this Saturday's parade. 

 
50. U.S. To Bring in Ospreys To Iwakuni Base 23 Jul 
(KYODO NEWS 19 JUL 12) 

TOKYO -- The United States has informed Japan that it will bring in Osprey military transport aircraft on Monday to the U.S. 
Marine Corps' Iwakuni Air Station, Japanese government sources said Thursday, in a move that is likely to stoke anger from residents 
near the base in Yamaguchi Prefecture amid mounting concerns about the plane's safety. 
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51. Palace Rejects Return Of U.S. Bases 
(ABS-CBN NEWS (PHILIPPINES) 18 JUL 12) ... Willard Cheng and Jojo Malig 

MANILA, Philippines - Malacañang on Wednesday thumbed down alleged proposals to allow the return of U.S. military bases in 
the country to protect Philippine territory. 

 

NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
52. No Charges For Military In Prostitution Scandal 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 18 JUL 12) ... Lolita C. Baldor 

WASHINGTON — Seven Army soldiers and two Marines have received administrative punishments, but are not facing criminal 
charges, for their part in the Secret Service prostitution scandal in Colombia this year, The Associated Press has learned. 

 
53. House Votes To Allow DoD To Keep Sponsoring NASCAR 
(THE HILL 18 JUL 12) ... Pete Kasperowicz 

The House on Wednesday night removed language in the 2013 Department of Defense spending bill that would have prevented 
DOD from sponsoring NASCAR or other sporting events as part of its recruiting efforts. 

 
54. About-Face On Awards Database 
In wake of Supreme Court ruling, DoD considers move to deter fakers 
(NAVY TIMES 23 JUL 12) ... Andrew Tilghman 

After years of rejecting the idea, the Pentagon is now considering the creation of a publicly accessible database of military valor 
awards as a way to deter military fakers. 

 
55. USS Edson Prepares For Departure 
Ship enthusiasts can escort Edson onboard the Grayfox for final stretch to Saginaw River 
(BAY CITY (MI) NEWS 18 JUL 12) ... MacKenzie Burger 

PHILADELPHIA, PA —The waters are calm in the Philadelphia Naval Shipyard, and the tugboat crew tasked with delivering the 
USS Edson destroyer to Bay County hopes this is a good sign for the journey ahead. 

 

OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
56. Sequestration Set To Damage Defense As No Enemy Could 
Time running out for avoiding financial crisis 
(WASHINGTON TIMES 18 JUL 12) ... Phil Dunmire 

As a maritime nation and with more than 90 percent of global commerce traveling our world’s oceans and seas, the United States 
is facing a serious threat. This time, the threat is not coming from pirates, rogue nations or extremists — this threat to freedom of our 
seas is coming from our own Congress. 

 

BBLLOOGGSS::  
57. EXCERPTS FROM BLOGS AROUND THE WORLD 
(PUBLISHED 16– 19 JUL 12) 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Navy Shows Off ‘Great Green Fleet’ 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 18 JUL 12) ... Jeanette Steele 

HONOLULU — The secretary of the Navy got into a 
MH-60 helicopter Wednesday whose propellers were turning 
on a mix of animal fat and algae, in addition to old-fashioned 
fossil fuel. 

The helicopter lifted off the aircraft carrier Nimitz and 
chugged away toward the destroyer Chafee, which was sailing 
in the distance, also on biofuel. 

The U.S. Navy’s “great green fleet,” day one. 
Ships and aircraft off Hawaii demonstrated Navy 

Secretary Ray Mabus’ green fleet concept Wednesday, 
bringing to reality a retreat from petroleum that started in 2009 
but recently became controversial. 

Mabus says dependence on foreign oil is expensive and 
forces the United States to depend on unfriendly countries for 
supply. He wants to deploy a biofuel-burning carrier group by 
2016 and require the Department of the Navy to get half of its 
energy from alternative sources by 2020. 

Wednesday was all about show. The ships running with 
biofuel — the San Diego-based cruiser Princeton, the 
destroyers Chung Hoon and Chafee — didn’t do anything 
tricky. 

The ships maneuvered close together, about 1,000 feet 
apart, as a show of strength, then peeled off fast in a fleur de 
lis pattern. They were scheduled to hit about 30 knots to 
demonstrate the ability of biofuel to deliver speed. 

In addition to helicopters, F/A-18 Hornets and E-2C 
Hawkeyes flew off the Nimitz flight deck, running on the 
same bio blend. 

The Navy’s alternative fuels effort sailed into a squall this 
spring, when Republican legislators balked at reports of how 
much the Navy paid — more than $15 a gallon for the mixture 
used in Wednesday’s demonstration, instead of $4 for a gallon 
of conventional diesel. 

The 2013 defense bill, still pending in Congress, contains 
language that would block the U.S. military from buying 
biofuel if it costs more than petroleum. 

Australia showed its support for the U.S. Navy, when the 
Royal Australian Navy fleet commander flew aboard the 
Nimitz in a biofueled Australian S-72 helicopter. 

Mabus and Australia’s Rear Adm. Tim Barrett signed a 
memorandum of understanding that the two militaries will 
work together on biofuels, including the 2016 green fleet 
deployment. One stated goal of the agreement is to stabilize 
price and supply. As a practical matter, adding the Australian 
military as a market would boost the fledgling biofuel 
industry. 

U.S. Navy Vice Adm. Paul Collum told reporters that 
agreements with other navies around the world may be coming 
soon. 

The Navy obviously felt a sense of ceremony on 
Wednesday. Officials made the point that even the C-2 
Greyhound delivery planes carrying media to the Nimitz were 
running on biofuel. 

“You are making history,” on official told a group of 
media and dignitaries. 

On the Nimitz flight deck, every aircraft parked there was 
filled up with “green gas.” The Navy has been busy with 
paint: The F/A-18 “Green Hornet” fighter jets bore green 

stripes on their noses. All the planes also were dressed up with 
the Navy’s energy security logo. 

Around the carrier, the Sailors had obviously caught the 
spirit of the moment. 

Special green Nimitz baseball hats were made and they 
sat on the commanding officer’s desk, ready to be given as 
souvenirs. In the ready room of VAW 117, the ship’s E-2C 
squadron, T-shirts were for sale with the saying: “Saving the 
Planet, One Bag of Fuel at a Time.” 

Pilot Lt. Cmdr. Jason Fox talked to reporters before 
heading out to fly his “green flight.” 

Initially, he said, he had questions about biofuel’s safety 
and performance. But he’s been convinced by reported test 
results. 

“I’ve been in the Navy 13 years, and I’ve never been 
involved in something this historic,” Fox said. “I’m hoping 
someday I’m going to look back and this will be the point 
where we turned away from dependency on fossil fuels. 
There’ve been many steps that Navy leads the way on, and 
I’m hoping this is one of those steps.” 

He added that he’d rather not fight to defend fossil fuel 
reserves, if there are alternatives. 

The Navy has been working on biofuels for two and a half 
years, Rick Kamin, the Navy’s fuels lead from Patuxent River, 
Md. 

The first test was an F/A-18 in 2010. Since then, most 
versions of Navy aircraft have been tested — some, such as 
the E-2C, for the first time as recently as a few weeks ago. 

The Navy had not done trial runs in the destroyers and 
cruisers in Wednesday’s demonstration. Kamin said that they 
were confident because of testing on similar engines. 

“Secretary Mabus has set an aggressive timeline and we 
are trying to meet it,” he said. 

The gas used by the green fleet was a 50-50 blend of 
regular diesel and a biological product, made of 90 percent 
waste cooking oil and 10 percent algae. It was produced by 
Dynamic Fuels in Louisiana and Texas and trucked to 
Washington state, where the Navy oiler Henry J. Kaiser 
picked it up from Defense Supply Point Puget. 

‘Green Fleet’ Demonstration 
The Great Green Fleet demonstration, part of the 2012 

Rim of the Pacific international maritime exercise, is designed 
to show that the Navy can operate with a reduced reliance on 
conventional petroleum. 

Participants: Carrier Nimitz, Carrier Air Wing 11, guided 
missile cruiser Princeton, guided missile destroyer Chafee, 
Aegis destroyer Chung Hoon, oiler Henry J. Kaiser. 

Alternative fuels: Biofuels are being used to fuel 
helicopters and jets from the deck of an aircraft carrier, and to 
refuel a cruiser and two destroyers during an underway 
replenishment. The biofuel blends are 50-50 mixtures of 
biofuel (made from waste cooking oil and algae) and 
petroleum-based marine diesel or aviation fuel. Nuclear power 
is being used for the strike group’s aircraft carrier, the Nimitz. 

Other technologies: Prototype energy-efficient 
technologies have been designed to enhance the combat 
capability of Navy warships. They include solid state lighting, 
which is more efficient and lasts longer than incandescent or 



 8

fluorescent fixtures; stern flaps designed to help reduce hull 
resistance when underway; a shipboard energy dashboard that 
displays energy usage to the operators in real time and informs 
energy efficient decisions; and gas turbine online water wash 
that improves engine efficiency. 

Cost: The Defense Logistics Agency purchased 450,000 
gallons of advanced biofuel in November 2011. This fuel was 

blended with equal amounts of conventional petroleum-based 
fuel, producing a total of 900,000 gallons of a 50/50 blend. 
The cost of the 50/50 blends amounted to approximately $15 
per gallon, less than half the cost of the advanced biofuels 
purchased in 2009. 

View Clip 
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2. U.S. Navy's "Great Green Fleet" Debuts In Pacific 
(REUTERS 19 JUL 12) ... Suzanne Roig 

HONOLULU -- The U.S. Navy's "Great Green Fleet," a 
group of warships and fighter jets burning an expensive blend 
of biofuels and petroleum, made its operational debut on 
Wednesday as the Senate prepared for a political fight over the 
program's cost. 

Dozens of F/A-18 Super Hornets and other aircraft 
powered by conventional jet fuel mixed with recycled cooking 
grease and algae oil screamed off the flight deck of the aircraft 
carrier USS Nimitz during international military exercises in 
the central Pacific. 

Two destroyers and a guided-missile cruiser plied the 
ocean using a similar fuel mixture. 

Congressional critics, led by Republican U.S. Senator 
John McCain of Arizona, have argued biofuel is far too 
expensive for the military to help develop at a time when 
defense budgets face massive cuts. 

But Navy Secretary Ray Mabus said Wednesday's 
demonstration proved that the green-fuels blend, while about 
four times more costly per gallon than conventional fuels, was 
safe and effective in combat situations. 

"Those aircraft are flying the way they always do. The 
ships steamed the way they always do. There was no 
difference with the fuel," he told sailors and reporters 
assembled in an aircraft hangar aboard the Nimitz, the carrier 
group's flagship. The Nimitz itself runs on nuclear power. 

The so-called Great Green Fleet is a key element of a 
Pentagon initiative to use the buying power of the U.S. 
military - the world's largest single oil consumer - to help 
foster a competitive biofuels industry. 

Mabus and other supporters of the program say curbing 
the military's reliance on fossil fuels and making alternative 
energy more commercially viable would ultimately lower 
costs while bolstering national security. 

The green-fuel operations of the Nimitz's strike group 
were conducted as part of this year's 22-nation Rim of the 
Pacific training exercises, the largest annual multinational 
warfare maneuvers on the high seas. 

The war games, staged 100 nautical miles north of 
Hawaii, began last Friday and will run for six weeks. 

The 450,000 gallons of biofuel the Navy purchased at $26 
a gallon for the occasion and blended in equal parts with 

petroleum-based fuels to fill up three warships and 71 aircraft 
was just enough to last two to three days, Navy officials said 
on Wednesday. The demonstration was continue on Thursday. 

Opponents Balk At Biofuels Cost 
A year-old Defense Department report predicted the 

military will spend $2 billion more annually if it pursues its 
biofuels goals. And a more recent study by the RAND 
Corporation think tank said renewable fuels for U.S. military 
vessels and jets are likely to remain far more expensive than 
petroleum products absent a technological breakthrough. 

McCain and other opponents of the program have seized 
on the fact that the Navy paid more than $26 a gallon for the 
biofuels it purchased for this week's Green Fleet 
demonstration, compared with less than $4 a gallon for 
convention fuel. 

The Navy has noted that the 50-50 mix of biofuel and 
petroleum-based fuels, formulated as a "drop-in" blend 
requiring no modification to aircraft or ship engines, cost a 
combined $15 a gallon. Most of the biofuel half of the 
mixture, about 90 percent, was rendered from cooking oil 
waste. The other 10 percent was refined from algae. 

Still, critics have painted the green fuels initiative as a 
waste of funds at a time when the federal budget, including 
Pentagon spending, is severely strained and energy companies 
are finding large quantities of oil and gas in the United States. 

Congressional Republicans have denounced the military's 
green energy push as another attempt by the Obama 
administration to promote alternative fuels even when they 
make little economic sense, as in the case of the government-
funded solar panel maker Solyndra, which went bankrupt last 
year. 

In Washington, the U.S. Senate is girding for a political 
battle over legislation backed primarily by Republican 
lawmakers to bar further military spending on biofuels that are 
more expensive than petroleum products. 

Mabus, however, argued that it was in the military's best 
interests to help establish a stable supply of competitively 
priced alternative fuels, saying the volatile nature of oil 
markets leaves the Defense Department vulnerable. Every 
dollar increase in the price of a barrel of oil costs the Navy 
alone $30 million, he said. 
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3. The 'Green Fleet': Changing The Way We Fuel Our Defense 
(THE HILL 18 JUL 12) ... Michael Breen 

Senator James Inhofe’s recent protest in these pages 
against the U.S. military’s field-proven use of secure, 
advanced biofuels overlooks both the bipartisan origins of the 
program and the black-and-white realities of powering the 

world’s largest fuel consumer in an age of unstable petroleum 
prices. 

Today the military is dependent on a single source of fuel 
for most of their operations, a vulnerability for our troops and 
our nation. Advanced biofuels promise to be a dependable, 
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affordable source of fuel for our military – a reality first 
recognized in the previous administration, when Defense 
Secretary Donald Rumsfeld created a task force to explore 
options for reducing the military’s dependence on fossil fuels. 

Since 2010, nine different U.S. Navy vessels and aircraft 
have been successfully powered by advanced, domestic 
biofuels, including the super-sonic F/A-18 “Green Hornet,” 
the MH-60S Seahawk helicopter, the AV-8B Harrier, the Fire 
Scout unmanned vehicle, the Riverine Command Boat (RCB-
X) and the frigate USS Ford. The “Green Fleet” exercise is the 
next step in the military’s ongoing commitment to advanced 
fuels. 

The cost of our military’s dependence on fossil fuels 
should not be underestimated. In FY 2011 alone, the 
Department of Defense saw a $3 billion budget shortfall 
because of rising fuel prices. Developing speculative domestic 
sources of fossil fuels – many of which are years from 
realization and themselves quite expensive – is not a solution. 
Oil is priced on a world market, and even if we increase 
domestic production or only import oil from friendly 

countries, we cannot control its price. Meanwhile, over the 
past few years producers have reduced the cost of advanced 
biofuels used for military testing by more than 80 percent. 
That trend will only continue. 

Our military has also known that innovation is critical to 
remaining the most effective fighting force in the world. 
Technology like the microchip and night vision were created 
through military investments in innovation. If Congress had 
prevented the Navy from investing in navigational aids more 
expensive than a compass, we never would have had GPS. 
Advanced biofuels could be the next big breakthrough, but not 
if Congress prevents the military from investing in these 
programs. 

Members of Congress should trust our military leaders 
when they say that advanced biofuels could be a significant 
contribution to their operational energy security. 

Breen is the vice president of the Truman National 
Security Project and a surrogate for the clean energy 
campaign, Operation Free. As a Captain in the U.S. Army, he 
served in both Iraq and Afghanistan. 
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4. Navy Testing New "Green" Technologies During RIMPAC 
(HAWAII NEWS NOW 19 JUL 12) ... Lisa Kubota 

HONOLULU -- In an effort to help reduce its dependence 
on foreign oil sources for fuel, the United States Navy is 
testing several "green" technologies during the 2012 Rim of 
the Pacific (RIMPAC) exercises. 

On Wednesday, Secretary of the Navy Ray Mabus had a 
chance to experience some of the advances first hand, taking a 
ride of a helicopter that was powered by a 50/50 blend of 
aviation fuel and biofuels. The Navy is using the aircraft 
carrier USS Nimitz and four other vessels to conduct tests. 

So far, the feedback from crew members involved in the 
testing has been encouraging. 

"We've done a lot of testing in the laboratory and flight 
test aircraft, but this is the first time the biofuels have gotten to 
an operational environment where it's not controlled," said 
Rick Kamin, U.S. Navy Fuels Lead. 

One of the Navy's five priority energy goals is to develop 
a "Great Green Fleet," or an aircraft carrier strike group that is 
fueled by alternative energy sources. The aircraft carrier itself 
runs on nuclear power, but the planes and helicopters it carries 
ran on biofuel for Wednesday's tests. 

"They said they couldn't have told the difference whether 
it was petroleum or a biofuel," said Vice Admiral Phil Cullom 
of the U.S. Navy. "So far, it has performed perfectly." 

The new "drop-in replacement" technology means that 
none of the aircraft engines need to be altered for the new fuel 
blends, alleviating concerns from naval officers. 

"I was worried when I first heard about it," said Lt. 
Commander Jason Fox. "Am I going to have to alter my 
aircraft? What am I going to have to do? Absolutely nothing." 

One obstacle to the planned development of a green fleet 
is the cost, as the 450,000 gallons of 100% neat biofuel 
purchased for Wednesday's demonstration came with a $12 
million dollar price tag, which raised congressional concern. 

"We're going to continue to work very closely with 
congress to make sure that everything we do is in conjunction 
with them," said Mabus. 

Supporters of the technology, though, say they expect it to 
be cost competitive with conventional fuels in the coming 
years, and the U.S. Navy recently signed a deal with the Royal 
Australian Navy regarding alternative fuel development that 
helps put them on track for that goal. 

View Clip (RT: 2:12) 
Hawaii News Now is the name of the news department 

shared by three Honolulu, Hawaii television outlets, KGMB 
(CBS), KFVE (MyNetworkTV) and KHNL (NBC). 
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5. #GreatGreenFleet: USS Nimitz Receives Biofuel 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 18 JUL 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Renee L. Candelario 

PACIFIC OCEAN -- USS Nimitz (CVN 68) took on 
more than 900,000 gallons of 50-50 biofuel in preparation for 
the Navy's Great Green Fleet demonstration, July 18. 

The fuel will be used for aircraft and other naval surface 
ships to reduce U.S. dependency on foreign oil by blending 
traditional petroleum-based fuel and biofuel made up of a 
mixture of algae oil and waste cooking oil. 

"There has been a lot of rigor in our Navy to try to test bio 
fuel and see how we can be more efficient in terms of how we 
operate our engines and aircraft," said Rear Adm. Peter 

Gumataotao, commander Carrier Strike Group 11. "If the 
biofuel works it can potentially increase our legs in combat 
maneuverability in terms of our ability to fly longer and sail 
further." 

Nimitz received the fuel delivery July 17, from the 
Military Sealift Command fleet replenishment oiler USNS 
Henry J. Kaiser (T-AO 187) using connecting fuel hoses 
between both of the ships. The fuel will be tested for accuracy 
and similar properties as unblended fuel in the ship's fuel 
laboratory. 
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"This is the last step," said a representative from 
NAVAIR. "To make this Great Green Fleet possible with the 
expertise of these Sailors, [this evolution] will not be a 
problem." 

The Great Green Fleet demonstration will be attended by 
the Secretary of the Navy the Honorable Ray Mabus and Chief 
of Naval Operation Jonathan Greenert. 

"It's more than biofuel when you talk about energy 
efficiency," said Gumataotao. "The bottom line is [the fuel] 
improves our combat capability and improves the way we 
fight." 

Nimitz is currently underway for participation in Rim of 
the Pacific (RIMPAC) 2012. RIMPAC 2012 is the 23rd 
exercise in the series that began in 1971. Twenty-two nations, 
more than 40 surface ships and submarines, more than 200 
aircraft and 25,000 personnel are participating in the RIMPAC 
exercise from June 29 to Aug. 3, in and around the Hawaiian 
Islands. 

RIMPAC is world's largest international maritime 
exercise and provides a unique training opportunity that helps 
participants foster and sustain the cooperative relationships 
that are critical to ensuring the safety of sea lanes and security 
on the world's oceans. 
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6. #GreatGreenFleet: Nimitz First To Test Use Of Aviation Biofuels 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 18 JUL 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Devin Wray, USS Nimitz Public Affairs 

PACIFIC OCEAN -- The nuclear powered aircraft carrier 
USS Nimitz (CVN 68) was the first ship to receive and test the 
use of a new blend of hydro processed renewable jet (HRJ-5) 
and aviation (JP-5) fuel on aircraft July 17, as part of the 
Navy's Great Green Fleet demonstration. 

Approximately 450,000 gallons of 100 percent "neat" 
biofuel were purchased in 2011 in preparation for the 
demonstration. The demonstration serves as another milestone 
in the Navy's pursuit to improve combat capability through 
improved energy efficiency measures by investing in 
advanced biofuels that are domestically produced. 

"It's a step towards energy independence," said Cmdr. 
Michael Maxwell, Nimitz' Mini Boss. "If we can prove that it 
works for air operations, then we will be able to mass produce 
it here in the U.S." 

The fuel, provided by Military Sealift Command fleet 
replenishment oiler USNS Henry J. Kaiser (T-AO 187), will 
be used on board Nimitz to fuel multiple aircraft such as the 
F/A-18 Hornets and Super Hornets, E-2 Hawkeyes, EA-6 
Prowler, and SH-60 Seahawk during the demo. 

"We expect the fuel to give the same results as any other 
fuel we use," said Maxwell. "The only difference is that it will 
be cleaner." 

The biofuel has been used by shore commands including 
the Blue Angels for approximately a year. Before the 

demonstration, the Nimitz will have to test the fuel to ensure 
the transfer to the ships holding tanks is effective and causes 
no changes to the fuel. 

"We'll be the first to test it at sea," said Aviation 
Boatswain's Mate 3rd Class Joshua Palomares, a fuel lab 
technician aboard Nimitz. "If we can prove it can be used in a 
multitude of aircraft, this will become the new standard in 
naval aviation at sea." 

The blends are a 50 percent mixture of biofuel, made 
from animal waste fat, algae and aviation fuel. 

Nimitz, along with Carrier Air Wing Eleven, USS Chafee 
(DDG 90), USS Chung Hoon (DDG 93), USS Princeton (CG 
59), and Kaiser are participating in the demonstration during 
the 2012 Rim of the Pacific (RIMPAC) exercise. 

Twenty-two nations, more than 40 ships and submarines, 
more than 200 aircraft and 25,000 personnel are participating 
in the RIMPAC exercise from June 29 to Aug. 3, in and 
around the Hawaiian Islands. 

The world's largest international maritime exercise, 
RIMPAC provides a unique training opportunity that helps 
participants foster and sustain the cooperative relationships 
that are critical to ensuring the safety of sea lanes and security 
on the world's oceans. RIMPAC 2012 is the 23rd exercise in 
the series that began in 1971. 
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7. Primus in Pace 
(COMMANDER SUBMARINE FORCES BLOG 18 JUL 12) ... Vice Adm. John M. Richardson 

It’s an exciting week for our Ballistic Missile Submarine 
Fleet. On Friday, 20 July, I’ll be traveling down to Naval 
Submarine Base Kings Bay to present the Meritorious Unit 
Commendation Award to the Atlantic SSBN force. RDML 
Bob Hennegan, Commander, Submarine Group NINE, will 
conduct the ceremony at Naval Base Kitsap for the Pacific 
SSBN Force. I’ve provided the citation for the award at the 
bottom of this post. 

This award highlights the Submarine Force’s most 
important mission to our nation – Strategic Deterrence. This is 
completely fitting. 20 July marks the anniversary of the first 
shot of a Polaris missile from USS GEORGE WASHINGTON 
(SSBN 598) while submerged. It’s been 52 years since the 
Commanding Officer transmitted his message to President 
Dwight Eisenhower, “POLARIS - FROM OUT OF THE 
DEEP TO TARGET. PERFECT.” In many ways, “perfect” is 

exactly the right word to describe what we expect of our 
Strategic Deterrent today, and every day since 1960. 

The performance of the people and systems in our SSBN 
force has delivered what we asked of them: stability and 
peace. If this were any other system, the nation would be 
routinely singing their praises – success like this is what 
America strives for! But our SSBNs face two unique 
challenges in the public relations department. First, their 
mission is to deter violence. As Admiral Mies discussed in his 
article in the July edition of Undersea Warfare Magazine, they 
have done a spectacular job of this. But, the absence of 
something is a difficult thing to deliberately measure, and 
almost impossible to notice day-to-day. Do you wake up each 
morning saying to yourself “thank goodness today will be 
another day free from war between major powers?” You 
should! And then please remember the dauntless Sailors on 
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patrol every moment of that day, like every other day for the 
last 52 years, since they first took to sea. 

The second challenge the SSBN Force faces is that their 
success hinges on being invisible – out of sight. Again, it’s 
hard to take notice of something that’s not there – 
undetectable by design! We Submariners are proud of our 
stealth, and eschew the spotlight by nature. Stealth is in our 
DNA. So, it’s appropriate to take some time to overcome these 
challenges and highlight the tremendous work being done by 
our sea-based strategic deterrent force and the existential value 
they provide to our nation. 

The nuclear-powered ballistic missile submarine is a 
textbook example of how new technology and new ideas can 
fuel one another to become a decisive reality. As always, the 
best innovation arises from a crystal-clear definition of the 
military problem we must solve. Our “problem” arose when 
the Soviet Union detonated a thermonuclear weapon in 1953, 
signaling the end of the United States’ monopoly over nuclear 
weapons. It was by no means a fait accompli that the nation 
could or would take a decisive number of nuclear weapons, 
submerge them beneath the waves, and hide them securely 
away underwater, always ready to respond. There was 
significant opposition to the SSBN idea and a number of 
alternatives were proposed to respond to the Soviet nuclear 
threat. For instance, one alternative was to simply build and 
fortify more ICBMs and strategic bombers than the Soviets – a 
pure arms race. It was only through the vision and heroic 
efforts of leaders like Admiral Arleigh Burke, the CNO, and 
Rear Admiral William Raborn, the first Director of the Special 
Programs Office (SPO) (the forerunner of today’s Strategic 
Systems Programs (SSP)). As a testament to the significance 
of this achievement, naval historian David Rosenburg wrote in 
his biography of Admiral Burke, "Burke's most significant 
initiative during his first term was his sponsorship, in the face 
of considerable opposition, of a high-priority program to 
develop a naval intermediate-range ballistic missile." 

It was this effort, among others, that ushered in a new era 
of peace through deterrence. What emerged was a coordinated 
land, sea, and air-based deterrent system – the Strategic Triad 

– that depended on our SSBN force to be the most survivable 
element, the guaranteed “second strike.” In this way, since the 
beginning of the SSBN program, the combination of dedicated 
submariners and cutting edge technology has ensured the 
“problem” of 1953 has remained “solved.” As the original 
“problem” has changed and grown more challenging, our 
Strategic Triad has continued to keep pace, such that our 
nation’s strategic deterrent submarine program remains central 
to the defense of our nation - today, and as far as we can see 
into the future. 

In the more than 50 years of deterrent patrols, with nearly 
4000 patrols conducted, our SSBN sailors have consistently 
embodied the most essential elements of the Design for 
Undersea Warfare, most notably the Operations and 
Warfighting Line of Effort. At this very moment, they remain 
submerged and undetected – ready for the call that they hope 
will never come. In fact it’s that very readiness, the stealth of 
our submarines in combination with the skill and vigilance of 
our Submariners, that has allowed us to sustain our secure and 
survivable posture – able to respond rapidly to national tasking 
at anytime. It is this posture of deterrence, of perseverance, 
that minimizes the possibility that anybody will threaten the 
American homeland. 

We are again at an important decision point for the nation. 
It’s time to design and build the next generation SSBN to 
replace the TRIDENT. It’s been said that if you want a new 
idea, read an old book, and we can learn much from the giants 
who came before us. Historian Harvey Sapolsky concluded 
that the programmatic success of the Polaris program was due 
to "a convergence with technological opportunity and a widely 
accepted policy need. Next there must be committed to the 
project people who are extraordinarily skillful in the art of 
bureaucratic politics." All of this and more will be required as 
we sustain this cornerstone of our national defense. It must be 
done, so that as the motto of the USS GEORGE 
WASHINGTON (SSBN 598) said 52 years ago, our SSBN 
Force will remain “Primus in Pace” – First in Peace 

Vice Adm. John M. Richardson is Commander, 
Submarine Forces. 
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8. Sailing In To Commemorate The War Of 1812 
U.S. and Canadian ships will dock in Buffalo, Lackawanna in September for Navy Week 
(BUFFALO NEWS 18 JUL 12) ... Jon Harris 

When warships from two countries converged on the 
Niagara Frontier 200 years ago, the outcome was bloodshed. 

This time around, it will be under friendlier 
circumstances. 

At least a half-dozen vessels - frigates as long as 450 feet 
from the United States and Canada, and tall ships from a 
bygone era - will anchor on the waterfront in Buffalo and 
Lackawanna from Sept. 10 to Sept. 17 as part of a War of 
1812 commemoration. 

The ships will carry a total of 600 Sailors, who will lead a 
week's worth of ship tours, wreath ceremonies, U.S. Navy 
band concerts and helicopter displays. 

A U.S. Navy SEALs parachute team also will make 
appearances at local sporting events. 

The events could draw 100,000 visitors to the area, if not 
more. 

The two largest ships coming to Buffalo - the Navy's USS 
DeWert and the Royal Canadian Navy's HMCS Ville de 
Quebec - aren't quite as long as the 610-foot USS Little Rock 
docked at the Buffalo & Erie County Naval and Military Park, 
but each of the frigates will carry about 200 Sailors, who will 
get involved in the community during their week here by 
visiting hospitals and through organizations such as the Food 
Bank of Western New York. 

"It's a feather in Buffalo's cap," said Col. Patrick 
Cunningham, the Naval Park's executive director. "It's very 
appropriate for them to come here, and it will bring attention 
to the history of the area." 

About 20 Navy Weeks are held each year, but this year is 
different, as 15 cities were chosen to mark the bicentennial of 
the War of 1812, with Buffalo being the last. 
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"This is more than just a Navy Week," said Lt. 
Commander Ron Flesvig. "This is a commemoration of the 
War of 1812, and that's what makes it special." 

The last time an event similar to this made its way 
through the Great Lakes was Fleet Week, in 1999. 

"It's been a long time since we have had a Navy ship of 
this size in the Great Lakes," said Flesvig, adding that the 
depth of the lakes makes it difficult to have a ship much 
bigger than a frigate cross lake waters. 

The 378-foot warship USS Freedom stopped briefly in the 
Buffalo harbor in November 2008. Marina Woolcock, who 
heads the Naval Park's War of 1812 Celebration Committee, 
said that vessel's visit drew long lines of residents. 

But it won't match Buffalo Navy Week. "You can't 
compare one ship coming to four, five, six or seven ships in 
the harbor," Woolcock said. 

Besides the frigate DeWert, the coastal patrol craft USS 
Hurricane, a 174-foot ship carrying about 30 Sailors, will be 
among the U.S. Navy ships participating. The U.S. Coast 
Guard cutter Katmai Bay, a 140-foot ice-breaking tug, will 
also be there. The Canadian frigate Ville de Quebec is 440 feet 
long. 

The DeWert and the Hurricane will be in Chicago, 
Cleveland, Detroit, Milwaukee and Toledo before coming to 
Buffalo. 

The historic tall ships participating are the Black Pearl, 
the Spirit of Buffalo and the Brig Niagara, which is 118 feet 
high and is a reproduction of the relief flagship of Commodore 
Oliver Hazard Perry from a naval battle in the War of 1812. 
The Brig Niagara was one of nine ships that defeated a British 
squadron of six vessels in the Battle of Lake Erie on Sept. 10, 
1813. 

The Hurricane and the Katmai Bay will moor downtown 
near the Naval Park; the De-Wert and Ville de Quebec will be 
moored at the Gateway Industrial Park in Lackawanna. 

"We see this as being able to attract national and 
international attention in the City of Buffalo," Mayor Byron 
W. Brown said after a Tuesday news conference announcing 
Buffalo Navy Week. "We see this as a phenomenal tourism 
opportunity for Buffalo." 

Erie County Executive Mark Poloncarz was one of many 
officials joining Brown on the steps of City Hall on Tuesday 
to announce the event, which he says will be a tremendous 
week. 

"Everyone should take advantage of what will be a once-
in-a-lifetime experience," he said. 

Marta Moszczenska, consul general for Canada in 
Buffalo, said the War of 1812 created a legacy of friendship 
between the United States and Canada. "It was a defining 
conflict of nationhood in both countries," she said. 

When Lackawanna Mayor Geoffrey Szymanski spoke at 
the news conference in front of Navy Rear Adm. Greg Nosal, 
he said he tensed up and slapped his heels together. 

"You hardly ever see an admiral, and when you do, you 
get nervous," said Szymanski, who served in the Navy from 
1993 to 1998 as a machinist. 

Nerves aside, Szymanski wants to make the celebration in 
Lackawanna one to remember. 

"As a Navy man, it's an honor to have an event like this 
come to my city," he said. 

Nosal said the 15 cities were selected because of their 
connections to the War of 1812, a connection Buffalo 
certainly has. 

"It's not only the last city," Nosal said, "it's the best city." 
Return to Index 
 
 

CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
9. Stennis Most Prepared Aircraft Carrier For Mideast Deployment 
(KITSAP (WA) SUN 18 JUL 12) ... Ed Friedrich 

USS John C. Stennis leaders knew when the aircraft 
carrier returned in March from the Middle East it might be 
going back soon, the strike group and ship commanders said in 
a conference call Wednesday. 

"We were told when we got back we have the duty, and if 
we have the duty, we have to be ready to go to work," said 
Rear Adm. Charles Gaouette, Strike Group Three commander. 
"The reason our preparation has gone so smoothly is the Navy 
was up front with us when we got back." The Stennis is 
wrapping up a month of training off the coast of California, 
where it conducted fleet replacement carrier qualifications and 
exercises with its strike group. It's expected back within the 
next week. 

If the ship isn't ready to deploy now, it soon will be, said 
Gaouette and Capt. Ron Reis, its commander. Seventy to 80 
percent of those who'll sail were on the last deployment. 

"We're leveraging that," Gaouette said. "There's a lot of 
expertise still in the strike group." 

The ship is focusing on three areas — training, ship 
condition and resiliency skills, Reis said. You can check off 
the first two. 

"We're fully trained and qualified and ready to meet any 
task to come at us," he said. 

The ship, which underwent a mini maintenance period in 
May and June, is in good shape. 

"The John C. Stennis, from a material condition 
standpoint, is second to none," Reis said. 

There are several programs available to stressed Sailors 
and families who have to change plans and be apart, including 
the Family Readiness Group, ombudsman program, Morale 
Welfare and Recreation program and four onboard chaplains. 
Unlike when Reis joined the Navy and mailed letters home, 
families can communicate daily via email. 

Gaouette told the crew last week that they'd be deploying 
four months early, and to the Mideast instead of the western 
Pacific. He expected some long faces, but found the opposite. 

"They said they'd rather know," he said. "The news came 
as a relief because they could plan." 

With the Afghanistan war continuing and Iran making 
threats, the Pentagon wants to keep two carriers in the 
Mideast. The USS Enterprise and USS Abraham Lincoln 
carrier strike groups are there now. The USS Eisenhower 
Carrier Strike Group is due to relieve the Lincoln group 
shortly. The Stennis group, requested by Central Command, 
will relieve the Enterprise, Pentagon press secretary George 
Little said Monday. 
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West Coast carriers generally stick to a cycle that 
comprises deployment to the Middle East, deployment to the 
western Pacific, maintenance periods and "surge" status for 
responding to emergencies. The Everett-based USS Nimitz 
could have drawn the Middle East assignment, but might not 
have had time to prepare after a 14-month maintenance period 
at Puget Sound Naval Shipyard that ran two months late, until 
early March. The Navy never said what caused the delay other 

than more maintenance work was identified. Meanwhile, the 
Stennis and crew were still sharp from the previous 
deployment. 

Deployment beginning and ending dates haven't been 
determined. They'll loosely be late summer and mid-spring. 

"We're well equipped, well trained and we'll be ready for 
whatever is asked of us," Gaouette said. 

Return to Index 
 

10. U.S. Can Defeat Any Iranian Effort To Block Oil Shipping: Panetta 
(REUTERS 18 JUL 12) ... David Alexander 

WASHINGTON -- The United States has the military 
capacity to defeat any Iranian attempt to shut down sea 
commerce in the oil-rich Gulf region and will hold Tehran 
directly responsible for shipping disruptions, Defense 
Secretary Leon Panetta said on Wednesday. 

"The United States is fully prepared for all contingencies 
here," Panetta told a Pentagon news conference. "We've 
invested in capabilities to ensure that the Iranian attempt to 
close down shipping in the Gulf is something that we are 
going to be able to defeat, if they make a decision to do that." 

Panetta's comments came amid rising tensions in the 
region over Iran's nuclear program and its threats to close the 
vital Strait of Hormuz unless the international community 
revokes sanctions imposed on Iranian oil shipments. 

A security team aboard a U.S. Navy oiler opened fire with 
a .50 caliber machine gun on a small boat off the United Arab 
Emirates this week after it failed to heed warnings to alter its 
course. An Indian fisherman was killed and three others were 
wounded in the incident, which is under investigation. 

Concerns about the security situation in the region have 
prompted the Pentagon to bolster its military presence, 
announcing this week, for example, that it would move the 
USS Stennis aircraft carrier strike group to the Gulf four 
months earlier than planned in order to maintain current force 
levels. 

The Stennis will replace another carrier that is being 
withdrawn, which would have left one strike group in the 
region to counter Iran and support U.S. combat air operations 
in Afghanistan. 

The U.S. military announced on Tuesday more than 20 
countries would participate in anti-mine exercises in the 
region in September. The exercises will not take place in the 

Strait and the Pentagon denied it was sending a message to 
Iran. 

The USS Ponce, a forward staging base ship, arrived in 
the Gulf earlier this month to help support mine 
countermeasure operations and other maritime security efforts 
in the region, the military said. 

British Defense Secretary Philip Hammond, appearing at 
the Pentagon news conference with Panetta, said London was 
committed to helping ensure Gulf sea lanes remained open. 

"I can reaffirm our commitment to play our part in 
maintaining freedom of navigation in the international waters 
of the Gulf and the Straits of Hormuz," Hammond said. "Any 
attempt by Iran to close the Straits would be illegal and the 
international community will not allow it to happen." 

Panetta said Washington was prepared to respond to any 
move against sea commerce by Tehran. 

"The Iranians need to understand that the United States 
and the international community are going to hold them 
directly responsible for any disruption of shipping in that 
region, by Iran or for that matter by its surrogates," he said. 

View Clip (RT: 0:45) 
Broadcast Clip - U.S. Forces Prepare to Confront 

Iranian Aggression In Persian Gulf 
Interview with former CNO Gary Roughead 
(FOX NEWS 18 JUL 12) 
Right now the U.S. is building up its military presence in 

the Persian Gulf in the face of growing tensions with Iran. 
Defense Secretary Leon Panetta today saying the Pentagon is 
fully prepared for all contingencies and will be able to defeat 
any attempt by Iran to block oil shipments through that region. 

View Transcript 
View Clip (RT: 6:55) 
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11. For Navy Crew, Shooting At Indian Fishermen Was Last Resort 
(CNN 18 JUL 12) ... Larry Shaughnessy 

When Navy security personnel onboard USNS 
Rappahannock opened fire on a small boat near Dubai on 
Monday, killing one Indian fisherman and injuring three 
others, it was the final step in an effort to protect the ship 
without resorting to force. 

The incident is not without controversy. One of the Indian 
fishermen onboard the small boat told Reuters they did not get 
any warnings before they were fired on. 

"We were speeding up to try and go around them and then 
suddenly we got fired at," the injured fisherman said. The U.S. 
military is investigating the incident. 

"We certainly regret the loss of life in this incident…. 
There were, in fact, warning measures that were taken based 

on what we know now. ," said Pentagon spokesman George 
Little. 

The incident lasted just three minutes, according to a 
Central Command document obtained by CNN's Security 
Clearance. The document illustrates how the incident 
escalated in a quick succession of steps. 

In Navy parlance, the USNS Rappahannock is an 
"underway replenishment oiler,” meaning it can supply 
warships while they are sailing at sea. 

Notice it's USNS not USS, which means it is owned by 
the military, but it's not a warship. It has a civilian commander 
or "master" and a mostly civilian crew. The only Navy Sailors 
onboard are the security detail protecting it. 
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The Navy's security strategy has changed drastically since 
October 2000 when a small boat packed with explosives 
pulled up beside the USS Cole and blew up, killing 17 
American Sailors and nearly sinking the destroyer. 

"It's constantly on your mind," said retired Vice Adm. 
Pete Daly, who was in charge of a destroyer squadron when 
the Cole was attacked. "I would say that the Navy, as a result 
of the Cole, significantly reevaluated what the Navy calls the 
waterborne threat." 

Daly said the Navy was caught off guard by the Cole 
attack. 

"When a ship was in a harbor, we thought we were doing 
a very good job of the landward threat. You had gates and 
guards and barbed wire. But from the seaward side, not as 
much as we should have." 

As for Monday's incident, the Department of Defense said 
it appears the Rappahannock's crew acted properly. 

"Based on what we know now, a series of warning 
measures were issued to the oncoming vessel. Those warnings 
were not heeded. And the vessel was fired upon," Pentagon 
Press Secretary George Little said Tuesday. 

The small boat first got the attention of the Rappahannock 
when it was about five nautical miles away, according to the 
military document. When it was about 1,200 yards from the 
Navy ship's starboard side (point #2 on diagram) it turned 
toward the Rappahannock and the ship responded by 
beginning the series of warning measures. 

"The Navy ship will never start at direct lethal fire. 
There's a whole rules of engagement that occurs that has 
different levels," Daly said. 

Daly spelled out how those warning measures work, 
starting with nonlethal means such as radio calls using 
common civilian channels, loudspeaker announcements, and 
flares and lights to get attention. 

In the case of the Rappahannock incident, within a minute 
of the boat approaching, the security team "initiated first level 
of defensive, nonlethal warning procedures," according to the 
military document. The vessel was closing in and was within 

900 yards but "ignored the warning and continued toward" the 
Navy ship. 

Daly said the next level is to fire warning shots, shooting 
into the water ahead of the encroaching boat but without 
putting the boat or passengers in danger. The Rappahannock 
security team initiated a "next level of defensive, nonlethal 
procedures" one minute later, but those were ignored by the 
approaching boat that was just 150 yards away, according to 
the Central Command document. 

At this point, according to Daly, the crew will fire. This 
occurred when the boat was just 100 yards from the 
Rappahannock (point #5 on the diagram), with a .50-caliber 
machine gun. The intent of the direct fire is not to harm 
people, it is to stop the approaching boat, Daly said. 

But the Navy acknowledges when it opens fire on another 
vessel, there is a risk people could get hurt or killed. Daly said 
that's why direct fire is the action of last resort. 

"This is a very deliberate and responsible graduated 
response," Daly said. 

Because this was a civilian crew other than the security 
team, it would not have been the master of the Rappahannock 
who ordered the security team to open fire on the approaching 
boat. 

In this case, the senior Naval officer leading the security 
team would have given the order to fire, explained Daly. 

After Rappahannock opened fire, the boat "slowed for the 
first time and turned to port, passing astern of the 
Rappahannock. The Navy crew then re-initiated nonlethal 
procedures with the boat, which was within 90 yards of the 
naval vessel. The boat then stopped and the Rappahannock 
"goes to full speed to separate from the vessel. 

Unfortunately, this kind of incident may happen again as 
the Navy sends more ships into the crowded Persian Gulf that 
is rife with tension. 

When a ship's underway, coming in or out of harbors or in 
narrow passages" you risk having close encounters, Daly said. 

View Diagram (JPG) 

Return to Index 
 

12. Massive Naval Exercises In Pacific Alleviates Tensions, Strengthens Ties 
(FOX NEWS 18 JUL 12) ... Adam Housley 

Off the coast of Oahu, air operations on the deck of the 
amphibious assault ship the USS Essex have helicopters 
landing from all directions. Sailors and Marines are on board 
along with military personnel from countries like Malaysia, 
Canada and even Tonga. 

"I think it is very important for us as a small nation 
around the Pacific Rim to be here," Inoke Fonua, a Tongan 
marine tells me. "We really need the help of the big nations 
like America, Canada and Australia, especially New Zealand 
because they are so close by." 

While the Pacific is vast, the closeness of these nations is 
imperative. To ensure security, safety and cooperation, big 
nations like the United States, Canada, Japan and Australia are 
hosting the Rim of the Pacific Exercise, or RIMPAC. With 
exercises on and around the Hawaiian Islands, it is the world's 
largest international maritime exercise, with 22 nations, 42 
ships, 200 aircraft and 25,000 people all taking part in 
maneuvers. 

"It is too large for any one country to be everywhere at 
one time, so the ability of the countries within the region to 
bring their capabilities together to benefit the region ... 
benefits not only the United States, but a region as a whole," 
U.S. Marine Brig. Gen. Richard Simcock said. 

Some will argue that the region is more strategic and yet 
delicate than ever before, with China continuing its buildup 
and tensions in the South China Sea. In response, countries 
like the Philippines, Vietnam and Malaysia are also ramping 
up their naval forces in the region. This puts pressure on all 
who use the waterways, and the chance for an encounter 
increases by the hour. 

RIMPAC helps alleviate some of this tension, but it also 
strengthens ties among friendly nations. Some are allies by 
treaty with the U.S., while others are friends by handshake. 
Either way, this biannual exercise opens communication and 
develops relationships that not only benefit our country, but 
those we consider friends. 
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As we overlook the deck of the Essex (called Vulchers 
Row because you can watch it all from this vantage point) and 
watch Sailors and Marines continue their maneuvers, we get 
the chance to meet and talk with U.S. Navy Captain Jonathan 
Harnden, who emphasizes RIMPAC's importance. 

"Everyone does things a little differently. Everyone has 
techniques that are different," he said. "They have different 
terminology, different procedure, different standards ... and 
some of these operations are very complex." 

Capt. Harnden tells me with each exercise that complexity 
is broken down and nations and navies begin to understand 
each other better. Even the best of friends need to learn each 
other's ways to ensure their is no miscommunication. 

From our perch atop the ship, we head down an endless 
number of narrow and steep medal stairs and ladders that 
connect the decks on the Essex. From past experience, it only 
takes a few steps before you get used to hoisting the TV gear 
over your shoulder and quickly wedge your way up or down 
the steps as fast as you can. Someone is always waiting at 
either end. 

While on this endless trek, we enjoy the friendly ribbing 
between services. The Navy guys joke that the Marines just 
"clog walkways and workout." The Marines waste little time 
making fun of the easy life Sailors get onboard. 

As we reach the "well deck," which is at water level, we 
see the importance that along with the military buildup in the 
Pacific, there is also the increased pressure to respond to 

humanitarian crisis. We have seen that firsthand in the last few 
years with multinational cooperation necessary to respond to 
the Southeast Asian tsunami, the eathquake and tsunami in 
Japan and the quake in Haiti. For the first time RIMPAC has 
built this into the operations and training. 

One of those operations here in the bowels of the ship 
involves the LCAC. It's basically a hovercraft platform that 
launches from the inside of the ship out into the Pacific and 
can reach speeds of about 50 mph on water, 20 mph on land, 
all while carrying 60 tons of supplies and or equipment. 

As each unit launches, we get blasted with hot wind from 
the fans that propel it. Oil and exhaust spews into the well 
deck and over our gear and clothes. Even loose paint comes 
off the walls. The site and power is impressive, and the 
abilities our Navy and allies have is remarkable. 

Before leaving the ship, we get the chance to meet the 
head of the Canadian Pacific Fleet, Commodore Peter Ellis. 
He, like every military leader we've met along this trip, is 
excited about how things have gone so far. 

We speak of the Tongan Marines and their war dance that 
echoed through the ship earlier in the day, and the Malaysian 
Sailors who sang choir-like tunes as people from 17 nations on 
board looked on. 

Ellis puts it well: "We are building inoperability, we are 
building the ability to work together and along the way we are 
making lifelong friends. And I think that is really important." 

View Clip (RT: 2:31) 
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13. Unit To Conduct ULTRA During RIMPAC 2012 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 18 JUL 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Tiffany Sivels, Maritime Expeditionary Security 
Squadron 9 Public Affairs 

JOINT BASE PEARL HARBOR-HICKAM, Hawaii -- 
Active duty and reserve Sailors from Maritime Expeditionary 
Security Squadron (MSRON) 9 look to retest their skills as a 
cohesive organization in a Unit Level Training and Readiness 
Assessment (ULTRA) during Rim of the Pacific (RIMPAC) 
2012 exercise July 21. 

During ULTRA, Maritime Expeditionary Security Group 
(MESG) 1 will evaluate MSRON 9's command training team 
(CTT) in its ability to effectively train its personnel. MESG 1 
will use RIMPAC events as the scenarios to do that. 

"We all know the RIMPAC scenarios," said Lt. Chris 
Miller, MSRON 9 assistant operations officer. "But what we 
don't know is what drills MESG 1 has written into those 
scenarios." 

For the past year, MSRON 9 has tailored its training 
specifically for ULTRA and RIMPAC through customized 
field exercise and scenarios. 

"We have three weeks during RIMPAC to showcase our 
abilities to the CTT members and MESG 1," said MSRON 9 
Commanding Officer Capt. William Anderson. "This is our 
opportunity to prove to ourselves that we are trained and 
capable to deploy and that we are capable of training ourselves 
for future missions." 

Although MSRON 9 is here for ULTRA, they are also 
here to support Explosive Ordnance Disposal Group 1 as part 
of the Navy Expeditionary Security Force, and to participate 

in the tactical and humanitarian assistance and disaster relief 
(HA/DR) exercise within the larger RIMPAC exercise. 

"Our primary mission for the HA/DR exercise is to 
provide command-and-control support to Combined Task 
Force (CTF) 11," said Miller. "CTF 11 will play the role of the 
military leader on the island as part of the scenario." 

MSRON 9 is a rapidly deployable unit that can operate 
anywhere in the world. The squadron is responsible for port 
security and harbor defense, coordinating shore and force 
protection for ships in transit through ports, and providing 
security for high value assets in harbors and littoral waters. 
The squadron also conducts surveillance and waterborne 
interdiction. 

"MSRON 9 is a small, but very hard working component 
of full time support staff and selective reserves," said 
Anderson. "Its fascinating to see the amount of devotion that 
people have to an organization such as MSRON 9 and that 
they are willing to put in the extra time to come out for three 
weeks to do a extensive mission such as RIMPAC." 

This year's RIMPAC exercise includes units or personnel 
from Australia, Canada, Chile, Colombia, France, India, 
Indonesia, Japan, Malaysia, Mexico, Netherlands, New 
Zealand, Norway, Peru, the Republic of Korea, the Republic 
of the Philippines, Russia, Singapore, Thailand, Tonga, the 
United Kingdom and the United States. 

Return to Index 
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14. Ship Sinks As Part Of RIMPAC Exercise 
(KHON FOX HONOLULU 18 JUL 12) 

A live-fire exercise as part of Rim of the Pacific 
(RIMPAC) 2012 sank the ex-USS Concord in waters off 
Kauai Wednesday. 

A sink exercise (SINKEX) benefits the U.S. Navy and 
participating allies and partners by providing crews the 
opportunity to gain proficiency in tactics, targeting and live 
firing against surface targets, which enhances combat 
readiness of deployable units. 

"RIMPAC provides participating nations the opportunity 
to engage in world class training events such as this SINKEX. 
The generosity of the USN in providing these targets and the 
range facilities is greatly appreciated in allowing Canada to 
achieve a significant strategic milestone in delivering the 
Victoria class submarine with the successful launch of a Mk 
48 torpedo by HMCS Victoria." 

Former Navy vessels used in SINKEXs are prepared in 
strict compliance with regulations prescribed and enforced by 
the Environmental Protection Agency. 

Strict environmental compliance is observed during all 
SINKEXs. 

Each SINKEX is required to sink the hulk in at least 
1,000 fathoms (6,000 feet) and at least 50 nautical miles from 
land. 

Surveys are conducted to ensure that humans and marine 
mammals are not in an area where they could be harmed 
during the event. 

Ex-USS Concord was a Mars-class combat stores ship 
commissioned in November 1968, decommissioned and 
transferred to Military Sealift Command in October 1992 and 
deactivated in August 2009. 

Twenty-two nations, more than 40 ships and submarines, 
more than 200 aircraft and 25,000 personnel are participating 
in RIMPAC exercise from June 29 to August 3, in and around 
the Hawaiian Islands. 

RIMPAC is the the world's largest international maritime 
exercise and provides a unique training opportunity that helps 
participants foster and sustain the cooperative relationships 
that are critical to ensuring the safety of sea lanes and security 
on the world's oceans. 

RIMPAC 2012 is the 23rd exercise in the series that 
began in 1971. 

Broadcast Clip -- Naval force sinks retired ship live 
for RIMPAC exercises 

(KITV ABC HONOLULU 18 JUL 12) Moanike'ala 
Nabarro 

Naval forces sank a retired ship in the deep ocean off the 
Big Island as part of RIMPAC 2012. 

View Clip (RT: 1:54) 
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15. Maui Memorial In RIMPAC 
(MAUI NEWS 18 JUL 12) 

Maui Memorial Medical Center will be the only non-
Oahu hospital participating in a mock disaster exercise Friday 
as part of the U.S. Navy's ongoing Rim of the Pacific 
international exercises in Hawaii. 

Military ships, planes and personnel from 22 nations are 
participating in RIMPAC -- the world's largest naval exercise, 
conducted in Hawaiian waters every two years. 

Friday's RIMPAC exercise will center around Operation: 
Restore Chianti, in which Hawaii serves as the fictional nation 
of Chianti that is hit with a massive tsunami triggered by a 9.0 
earthquake in Chile. 

Participants will be responding to substantial damage to 
coastal infrastructure, human injuries and casualties as part of 
the exercise. 

Maui Memorial Medical Center will be one of 13 
hospitals to provide casualty care for the disaster scenario, 
including helicopter landings, patient transport and caring for 
mock injuries molded from rubber or latex. 

The exercise will only involve Maui Memorial's 
Emergency Room staff. 

Large, twin-engine Sea Hawk military helicopters will 
perform drill landings and take-offs Thursday afternoon 
between 1 and 3 p.m. at Maui Memorial. The helicopters are 
expected to transport mock patients around the same time on 
Friday. 
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16. U.S., Singaporean Troops Drill At Marine Training Area In Hawaii 
(HONOLULU STAR-ADVERTISER 18 JUL 12) ... William Cole 

The two Stryker armored vehicles pulled up outside a 
courtyard with 7-foot mud walls and disgorged about a dozen 
Singaporean army soldiers and a lesser number from Schofield 
Barracks who lined up on either side of a gate leading into the 
compound. 

The objective was to clear the area of enemy fighters, and 
the brief blank-fire gunbattle that followed resulted in a 
wounded Singaporean soldier and a captured combatant. 

Tuesday's exercise at Marine Corps Training Area 
Bellows was a company-level drill, but it's also part of a big 
push by the U.S. in the Asia-Pacific region with the war in 

Iraq over, Afghanistan nearing an end and China's military 
growth a continuing worry. 

The Bellows training is part of Tiger Balm, annual 
exercises with the Singaporean army that date to 1981. The 
renewed emphasis on Asia and the Pacific has heightened the 
importance of military engagement with old partners such as 
Singapore as the United States seeks to create new training 
and basing opportunities where it can. 

This month, Adm. Samuel Locklear, head of U.S. Pacific 
Command, visited the Philippines while his four-star 
counterpart in charge of U.S. Pacific Fleet, Adm. Cecil Haney, 
was in Vietnam. 
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U.S. Army Pacific at Fort Shafter previously said it 
conducted 130 engagements in 2010 — a 30 percent increase 
over preceding years — with countries such as Japan, 
Thailand, India, the Philippines, Indonesia and Malaysia. 

The command said Tuesday it expects to conduct more 
than 150 multilateral engagements for 2012. 

The big-picture importance of training with the 
Singaporean army was not lost on Lt. Col. Todd Fox, 
commander of Schofield's 1st Battalion, 27th Infantry 
"Wolfhounds," whose soldiers were part of the Bellows 
exercise Tuesday. 

"The new shift in the focus to the Pacific has given us a 
lot of opportunities that we haven't had in the last couple of 
decades, really," Fox said. "We've had historical partnerships 
with Singapore and New Zealand and Australia, but recently 
we haven't been able to kind of take advantage of those like 
we used to, and in the last year or so, we really re-energized a 
lot of those programs." 

Tuesday's mock raid took place at the Marine Corps' $42 
million Infantry Immersion Trainer at Bellows, a series of 

buildings mocked up like an Afghan village complete with 
role players, piped-in sounds of dogs barking and children 
playing, fake poppies and cabbage growing, and scent misters 
that pump out aromas ranging from fresh-baked bread to 
decomposing bodies. 

Although the training area evokes southern Afghanistan , 
the Marines' 3rd Marine Regiment at Kaneohe Bay held a 
ceremony in May marking the last scheduled deployment to 
Afghanistan by its infantry battalions. 

Instead, a battalion of Kaneohe Bay Marines recently was 
sent to Oki-nawa with some Marines from the same unit 
earlier deploying to Australia. 

For Tuesday's exercise the Bellows village notionally 
became an "undeveloped or Third World country," Fox said. 

The courtyard clearing was followed by a sniper shooting 
blanks from an AK-47 from a second-story window at the 
troops. A culminating exercise today at Bellows involves 
coordinating with a country's leadership and police to secure a 
polling site for an upcoming election, Fox said. 
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17. Carter ‘Walking The Walk’ On Strategic Rebalance 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 18 JUL 12) ... Karen Parrish 

PEARL HARBOR, Hawaii – Deputy Defense Secretary 
Ashton B. Carter stood here today on the deck of the USS 
Missouri, the battleship that served as the site of the surrender 
that ended World War II, and summoned U.S. soldiers, 
Sailors, airmen and Marines gathered there to what he called 
“a new purpose in a new moment in our nation’s national 
security history.” 

Carter visited Hawaii on the first leg of an Asia-Pacific 
regional tour that will take him to Guam, Japan, Thailand, 
India and South Korea. In Hawaii, home to U.S. Pacific 
Command, he told the roughly 150 service members in 
attendance that they will witness the U.S. strategic rebalance 
to the Pacific, while at the same time carrying on a long legacy 
of successful service in the region. 

The USS Missouri’s teak deck the deputy secretary stood 
on is now part of a floating museum. The warship, the last 
Iowa-class battleship the U.S. launched and the last to serve, 
was anchored in Tokyo Bay on Sept. 2, 1945, when U.S and 
Japanese representatives signed the document marking Japan’s 
surrender and the end of World War II. 

“The folks who fought that war were about your age, or 
some of you are younger, and they were -- they were the 
greatest generation of that time,” the deputy defense secretary 
said. 

Carter said his main points in speaking to the troops were 
to thank them for their service, and to explain why that service 
is important. 

“You all are the greatest generation of this time,” he said. 
“And I want each and every one of you to go home tonight, to 
your family or your close friends, or call your parents or 
whoever is close to you, and say that today you were thanked 
by the leadership of the Department of Defense, and your 
country, for what you do.” 

Everyone who works in national defense supports an 
effort greater than themselves, and greater even than the 
nation, Carter said, “because the United States still provides 
security to much of the world.” 

The Asia-Pacific region shows the value of that security 
in its booming economies and enduring peace, he noted. 

“It really starts with the principles that we [in the United 
States] stand up for, that we uphold, and that we have stood 
for in this part of the world for 70 years now,” Carter said. 

The U.S. military presence in the Asia-Pacific region has 
been constant and strong over those decades, he said, and is 
largely responsible for the region’s stability. 

“In that environment of peace and security, first Japan 
was able to rise, then Korea was able to rise and now, yes, 
China [is] able to rise to develop their own people [and] to 
develop economically,” Carter said. “And that’s only possible 
in an environment of peace and security.” 

Defense leaders “aim to continue to be the pivotal factor 
for peace and security in the Asia-Pacific region,” he added. 

Carter noted the rim of the Pacific exercise, known as 
RIMPAC, which is underway now off the coast of Hawaii and 
involves the U.S Navy and 21 other nations’ sea forces. He 
said RIMPAC is a model of the U.S. Asia-Pacific strategy to 
further-strengthen partner nations’ military capabilities and 
build partnerships, alliances and friendships on which regional 
security and stability rests. 

The deputy secretary noted that as President Barack 
Obama and Defense Secretary Leon E. Panetta have outlined, 
the U.S. military’s focus will shift to the Asia-Pacific region 
as the last decade’s wars wind down. 

The nation’s defense efforts have “understandably and 
justifiably” focused on Iraq and Afghanistan since 2001, 
Carter noted. Battling terrorism and countering insurgency 
“are important things to do, and they’re important things to 
bring to an end,” he added. 

The deputy secretary noted U.S. forces have concluded 
their mission in Iraq, and are within sight of ending combat in 
Afghanistan. 

“We have a plan that is shared with all our coalition 
partners, to bring that down -- our activity in Afghanistan -- to 
an enduring presence starting in 2015,” he said. 
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Carter said by shifting to the Asia-Pacific resources that 
had been dedicated to Iraq and Afghanistan, the rebalance can 
succeed “within the constraints of the amount of money that 
the country is able to give us.” 

President Obama and Panetta understand, he said, that as 
the era of Iraq and Afghanistan ends, “we need to lift our 
heads up out of the foxhole we’ve been in, look up, look 
around, and see what the problems … and the security 
opportunities … are, that will define our future.” 

“Those challenges and those opportunities are, very 
importantly, in the Asia-Pacific region, which you now serve,” 
Carter told the troops. “So this is where our future lies, and 
you, right here, right now, are a very important part of … that 
great transition that this great military is embarked upon.” 

Carter noted his visit to the region follows trips by the 
president, Panetta and Secretary of State Hillary Rodham 
Clinton. 

“I’m out here in their wake, to show that when they talked 
about rebalancing our security effort to the Asia-Pacific 
theater, that we aren’t just talking the talk, we’re walking the 
walk,” he said. 

The deputy secretary said on his week-plus travels, “I’ll 
be looking at our relationships with those countries and 
implicitly with all of the other countries in this area, and 
saying, ‘What is it that I need to go back to Washington and 
make sure we’re doing on our end to hold up our bargain with 
you?’” 

Carter told the PACOM troops aboard the USS Missouri 
this is “a period, it’s a moment in history, that you should 
always, as you go forward in your lives and your careers, keep 
in your mind. This was an important moment to be here, to be 
doing what you’re doing.” 

Earlier today, Carter met at PACOM headquarters with 
Navy Adm. Samuel J. Locklear III, PACOM commander, and 
senior representatives of the command’s Army, Navy, Air 
Force and Marine Corps components, who briefed him on 
current and future operations implementing the rebalancing 
strategy. 

The deputy secretary’s next stop is Guam, where he is 
scheduled to meet with Governor Eddie Baza Calvo and 
military leaders. 
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18. Locklear Visit Reaffirms U.S.-Philippine Alliance 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 18 JUL 12) ... Donna Miles 

HONOLULU – With a new agreement that promotes 
increased information sharing and talks under way about more 
military-to-military engagements and potential U.S. troop 
rotations in the Philippines, the senior U.S. military officer in 
the Pacific returned from a visit there confident the historic 
alliance is advancing. 

Navy Adm. Samuel J. Locklear III said discussions during 
his first visit to Manila as commander of U.S. Pacific 
Command all point to a positive future for the alliance. 

The admiral met with President Benigno S. Aquino III, 
Defense Secretary Voltaire Gazmin and Armed Forces of the 
Philippines chief, Gen. Jessie Dellosa and their senior staffs 
about a broad range of maritime and regional security issues, 
he told American Forces Press Service during the return flight 
to his headquarters in Hawaii. 

The central theme, he said, was, “how do we strengthen 
our enduring alliance and how do we ensure that it is durable 
and satisfactory for the security challenges of the region?” 

The United States wants to continue helping the 
Philippine military establish a “minimum credible defense” 
capability -- one Locklear said “allows them to have 
confidence in their own security.” 

Exactly what capabilities that entails will be for the 
Filipinos themselves to define, he said. But as part of that, the 
Philippine government already recognizes that it needs to 
modernize its military to deal with current as well as future 
challenges. 

“They have been focused on internal security issues for a 
number of decades,” Locklear said. Now recognizing their 
place in a globalized world where opportunities as well as 
challenges are increasingly transnational, Philippine military 
and political leaders are now expanding that aperture, he said. 

That includes a new emphasis on protecting the global 
commons and increasing maritime security to protect 
resources within the Philippines’ exclusive economic zones, 
Locklear said. 

A new joint use agreement between the United States and 
the Philippines, signed just before Locklear’s visit, promotes 
better communication and information sharing to support that 
effort, he said. 

The United States has also committed to Pacom support 
in improving the Philippines’s C4I -- command, control, 
communications, computers and intelligence -- architecture, 
Locklear said. 

Meanwhile, while reporting that Philippine government 
and military leaders are “very receptive” to the general 
concept of rotational U.S. forces, Locklear said this week’s 
talks didn’t get into specifics. 

“This is not about building U.S. installations in the 
Philippines,” he emphasized, dismissing any interest in 
reestablishing a permanent U.S. presence at Subic Bay, the 
former Clarke Air Base or anywhere else in the country. 

“Those days will not return,” Locklear said. “We are 
looking for the ability to have rotational forces that can 
operate and interoperate seamlessly with allies in the 
Philippine military to accomplish our security objectives.” 

This, he said, includes a better ability to prepare for and 
respond to natural disasters that range from hurricanes to 
typhoons, floods, earthquakes and volcanoes. 

“Having an ability to work together, to bring our forces 
together in a way that we can support the needs of the 
community at large, I think is an important way to forward our 
relationship,” the admiral said. 

Noting that the Philippines include 7,000 islands, 
Locklear said he sees “a number of opportunities where we 
could operate together, that would make sense and would 
benefit both of our interests, mutually.” 

Locklear recognized the close cultural as well as military 
ties the United States and the Philippines have shared for 
generations. 

Immediately after arriving, he visited the Manila 
American Cemetery and Memorial, the final resting place for 
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more than 1,550 U.S. and Philippine forces that died in the 
Philippines during World War II as the two countries were 
forging their alliance. 

“This is a reaffirmation that the Mutual Defense Treaty is 
still in place and still strong,” Locklear said of his visit. “And 
it is an opportunity for us to find places and missions where 
we can partner and exercise together in a way that will 
increase our overall security cooperation and increase security 
in this critical part of the Asia-Pacific.” 

Task Force Promotes Philippine Military Capability, 
Partnership 

ZAMBOANGA CITY, Philippines – The senior U.S. 
commander in the Pacific capped off his visit to the 
Philippines yesterday getting a firsthand view of the fruits of a 
decade-long partnership between the two allies that has helped 
make solid progress in countering terrorism. 

Navy Adm. Samuel J. Locklear III, commander of U.S. 
Pacific Command, toured the Joint Special Operations Task 
Force – Philippines at Camp Navarro and the site of one of its 
three task forces operating in the southern Philippines. 

JSOTF-P, stood up 10 years ago at the Philippine 
government’s request as it struggled against radical 
extremism, includes just over 400 soldiers, Sailors, airmen and 
Marines, explained Army Sgt. Maj. Charles Beebe, a Special 
Forces soldier who serves as the task force’s senior enlisted 
advisor. 

The U.S. forces here advise and assist the Armed Forces 
of the Philippines, boosting their capacity to conduct offensive 
counterterrorism operations primarily against two al-Qaida 
affiliated groups: Abu Sayyaf and Jemaah Islamiya, Beebe 
said. 

“But at no time are our forces on the ground with them 
conducting operations,” he emphasized. 

Beebe said his troops work in the background, helping the 
Philippine forces to improve their tactical skills, staff and 
planning procedures, intelligence operations and other 
capabilities so they can be more effective in the fight. 

“Because the U.S. military, in particular its Special 
Forces, have a significant amount of experience dealing with 
these types of things, we were able to provide them that 
assistance and training that allows them to be able to very 
effectively deal with the counterterrorism threat in that 
region,” Locklear told American Forces Press Service. 

To a lesser degree, the U.S. forces here also help fill 
capability gaps, including intelligence, surveillance and 
reconnaissance, transportation and to a diminishing degree, 
medevac assistance. 

For example, Army Sgt. 1st Class Timothy Wright, the 
task force’s maintenance manager, is part of a team helping 
the AFP develop a preventive maintenance culture and 
identify efficiencies that will make a lasting impact on their 
maintenance processes. 

“We are the overwatch, doing assessments and giving 
feedback,” Wright said. “It’s all very positive. They really 
want to learn through this.” 

Army Col. Eric Miller, the task force commander, said the 
arrangement has gone a long way in improving the 
Philippines’ capability to deal with the terrorist threat. 
“They’ve always been pretty good in the counterinsurgency 
fight,” he said. “But they have truly advanced. They are now 
ready to move forward.” 

Meanwhile, the Philippine military is building confidence 
in its own capabilities and winning their countrymen’s 
support, said Navy Master Chief Petty Officer Pete Foster, the 
task force’s senior enlisted advisor. 

“People want a better life for their kids. And they know 
that the only way to have that is to get rid of the violent 
extremists and lawless elements,” Foster said. “So we’re 
seeing huge increases in that trust and confidence [in their 
forces]. That’s huge, and it’s growing and growing.” 

The task force members work hand in hand with 
Philippine military units and government agencies to conduct 
civil-military operations that deepen that support through 
quality-of-life improvements ranging from medical and dental 
clinics to school, well and road construction projects. 

Army Capt. Jason Tebedo, civil affairs team leader at the 
remote Task Force Mindanao site, told Locklear about several 
of these projects for young children and the elderly. As older 
Philippine citizens get receive cataract surgery, the third 
Operation Smile campaign will kick off on Aug. 1 to repair 
children’s cleft palates. 

“We do different things in our military careers, but these 
are the kind of things that you remember,” Tebedo told the 
admiral. 

More importantly, these projects have an impact on many 
people who may have felt disenfranchised from their 
government, he said. “They demonstrate that their government 
cares about them,” Tebedo said. “And that’s how you tie 
people back in.” 

Locklear said he was particularly impressed by the scale 
and scope of the civil-military outreach. 

“It is not just about addressing the counterterrorism threat 
in these areas,” he said. “It is about helping [the Philippines] 
address the issues and conditions that create an environment 
that allows terrorism to grow. 

“And this has a lot to do with the quality of life and the 
quality of the prospects for the people who live in those 
areas,” the admiral continued. “So I am seeing good 
opportunities that have been realized between the Philippine 
military and the U.S. military to actually add value and add 
quality to the lives of those people who are in those remote 
areas. And that, in itself, adds to the overall security.” 

The support U.S. forces are providing the Philippines is 
helping to create conditions for peace, stability and prosperity, 
Locklear said. “It is helping to give them a security 
environment where they don’t have to worry about terrorists 
dictating their future,” he said, “and gives them that lift that 
allows them to start realizing better potential in the area where 
they live.” 

Reflecting on his visit, Locklear said he was impressed by 
the close relationship that has developed between the two 
militaries. “At every step I saw great coordination and 
communication between our forces and those of the Filipinos,” 
he said. “I saw opportunities s where they not only learn from 
us, but we learn from them.” 

In doing so, he said, “we also built good friendships and 
relationships that will help us as we address future security 
challenges.” 

Walking through the camp yesterday and meeting with 
the service members deployed here, Locklear said he was 
struck by their commitment to the mission in such a remote, 
austere location. 
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“I appreciate what you do and your country appreciates 
what you do,” he told a group of task force members. “You 
have tough work here, and I promise to make sure that you are 
supported.” 

Recognizing that those serving here are among the U.S. 
military’s most elite -- Special Forces, Rangers, SEALs and 
the forces that support them -- Locklear said he wasn’t 
surprised to see them thrive in such difficult conditions. 

“Where they saw an opportunity to improve the training 
or the overall relationship or to improve someone’s lives, they 
jumped in there and did it without being asked to do so,” he 
said. “As I have repeatedly said, we have the very best force 
we have ever had.” 

Wright, deployed here from the 25th Infantry Division in 
Hawaii, said the chance to work directly with a host-nation 

military in a joint environment was “much more positive than 
I ever imagined.” 

“They really want to learn,” he said of the Philippine 
troops. “I think this is going to be one of my best 
deployments.” 

For Army Staff Sgt. Ethan Verozola, the chance to return 
to his native country as a U.S. civil affairs soldier was a dream 
come true. “It’s a huge honor for me to come back to my 
home country and to be able to take my knowledge and 
experience in the military and share it” with the Philippine 
military and national police, he said. 

Miller said the sharing and collaboration taking place here 
will have a “long-term impact that is going to be huge,” 
particularly as the United States engages increasingly with the 
Asia-Pacific region. 

“Those relationships are going to be key,” he said. 
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19. USS Hawaii Attack Sub To Visit Busan 
(STARS AND STRIPES 19 JUL 12) ... Jon Rabiroff 

SEOUL — For the second time in less than a month, a 
U.S. Navy vessel likely to draw scrutiny from North Korea 
and China is scheduled to pay a port visit to the South Korean 
city of Busan. 

The Virginia-class attack submarine USS Hawaii will 
visit Busan, on the southeastern coast of the Korean peninsula, 
on Friday. 

The Hawaii, which last visited Busan in November 2010, 
is on a scheduled deployment to the U.S. 7th Fleet area of 
operations. 

The Pearl Harbor-based submarine has a crew of more 
than 120 and, according to a U.S. Forces Korea release, “is 
one of the Navy’s newest and most technologically 
sophisticated submarines,” making it better suited than others 
to navigate in the often shallow waters found in parts of Asia 

with disputed boundaries, including the South China Sea and 
the waters off the Korean peninsula. 

The capabilities of the U.S. and South Korea navies have 
been a subject of significant attention in Asia since the 2010 
sinking of the South’s Cheonan warship in the Yellow Sea, 
blamed on a torpedo from a North Korea submarine, in which 
46 sailors died. 

Late last month, the USS George Washington aircraft 
carrier visited Busan after participating in separate exercises 
with the navies of South Korea and Japan nearby. 

Officials from North Korea and China have publicly 
criticized the U.S. Navy for putting its high-profile vessels, 
like the George Washington, through their paces anywhere 
close to the countries’ maritime borders. 
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20. Chilean Doctor Helps Pacific Partnership 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 18 JUL 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Stephen M. Votaw, Navy Public Affairs Support 
Element West 

VINH, Vietnam -- Chilean Navy 1st Lt. Ivan Paul arrived 
to support Pacific Partnership 2012 (PP12), July 17, and has 
the honor of being the only service member representing the 
nation of Chile during the mission. 

Paul is working with PP12's medical staff and is 
performing check-ups both on and off the Military Sealift 
Command hospital ship USNS Mercy (T-AH 19), during 
PP12's mission port in Vinh, Vietnam. 

Paul said that as the only representative of Chile he has 
greatly enjoyed the work so far. 

"I am here on the ship doing sick calls and working in the 
field at the medical civic action projects (MEDCAPs)," Paul 
said. "It is my job to collaborate with the other partner nation 
doctors and to help them in any way I can." 

As a general physician, Paul works in USNS Mercy's sick 
call office seeing mainly adult patients from the different 
partner nations and non-governmental agencies aboard. 

"It has been a very interesting experience working with 
and treating my fellow partner nation personnel," relayed Paul. 
"I share with them so many experiences beyond just medicine 
and treatments." 

Paul went on to talk about the shared knowledge about 
different cultures, cities and countries among partner nations 
participating in the mission, "I have been able to see life 
through the eyes of people from other places around the world, 
and it has been an amazing experience." 

Paul was selected by the Chilean government to 
participate in the mission during its stay in Vietnam. 

"I was very excited when I learned I would be taking part 
in this mission," he said. "I consider this a unique opportunity 
both as a doctor and for my country as a partner nation." 

Paul said he recognized that being the only representative 
from Chile is an honor and a great responsibility. 

"I am the only Chilean, so what I do here will reflect on 
my country," said Paul. "I feel participating in missions like 
PP12 are very important opportunities for Chile. 

"Being able to teach the world about who we are and the 
things we can do is important, and it is even more important to 
have the relationships with other countries around the Pacific 
that this mission helps to provide," he said. 

Pacific Partnership, the largest annual U.S. Pacific Fleet 
humanitarian and civic assistance mission, brings together 
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U.S. military personnel, host and partner nations, non-
government organizations and international agencies to build 

stronger relationships and develop disaster response 
capabilities throughout the Asia-Pacific region. 

View Pacific Partnership YouTube Channel 
Return to Index 
 

21. U.S. Navy Aims To Meet Growing Demand For Special Forces 
(AEROSPACE DAILY & DEFENSE REPORT 18 JUL 12) ... Michael Fabey 

The war against terrorism and concerns over ballistic 
missile attacks are being linked to strains on U.S. Navy ships 
and resources, and growing concern that the service may be 
unable to meet operational needs. 

Missions requiring Special Forces work or construction 
needs are stressing Navy resources, but of particular 
consideration, some defense analysts say, is the increasing 
need for ships to handle ballistic missile defense (BMD) 
operations. 

“Our Seals, our Seabees, they’re under a lot of demand,” 
says Adm. Jonathan Greenert, chief of naval operations 
(CNO). “Ballistic missile ships are under demand.” 

Speaking during a recent Pentagon briefing with 
reporters, Greenert said, “We track each and we got to keep an 
eye on it.” 

The Navy’s BMD program is anchored by its fleet of 
destroyers and cruisers equipped with the Aegis combat 
system, and it is carried out jointly with the Missile Defense 
Agency (MDA). Under the Obama administration’s European 
Phased Adaptive Approach (EPAA) for European missile 
defense, BMD-capable Aegis ships have begun operating in 
European waters to defend the continent from potential 
ballistic missile attacks from countries such as Iran. 

The U.S., Spain and NATO jointly acknowledged in 
October that as part of the EPAA, four BMD-capable Aegis 
ships are to be forward-homeported at Rota, Spain, in fiscal 
2014 and 2015. BMD-capable Aegis ships also operate in the 
Western Pacific and Persian Gulf to provide regional defense 
against potential ballistic missile attacks from countries such 
as North Korea and Iran. 

According to the Congressional Research Service (CRS), 
under MDA and Navy plans the number of BMD-capable 
Navy Aegis ships is scheduled to grow to 36 at the end of 
fiscal 2018 from 24 at the end of fiscal 2011. 

“Some observers have been concerned that demands for 
BMD-capable Aegis ships are growing faster than the number 
of BMD-capable Aegis ships,” CRS reports. 

The proposed 36 BMD-capable Aegis ships by fiscal 
2018 would be seven fewer than projected under the fiscal 
2012 budget. “Numbers of BMD-capable Aegis ships under 
the proposed fiscal 2013 budget compared to the fiscal 2012 
budget might, other things held equal, reinforce such 
concerns,” CRS reports. 

On the other hand, CRS says, A Defense Department 
official has been quoted as saying the EPAA mission to be 
performed by the four BMD-capable Aegis ships to be 
homeported at Rota would instead require 10 U.S.-homeported 
BMD-capable Aegis ships to perform. 

On that basis, CRS says, it would appear that 
homeporting four BMD-capable Aegis ships at Rota could 
reduce demands for BMD-capable Aegis ships by six ships. 

“In terms of the balance between demands for BMD-
capable Aegis ships and available numbers … the decline in 
the ramp-up rate in the number of BMD-capable Aegis ships 
under the proposed fiscal 2013 budget compared to the fiscal 
2012 budget might be viewed as offset to a substantial degree, 
at least in certain years, by the plan to forward-homeport four 
BMD-capable Aegis ships at Rota,” CRS says. 
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22. Peleliu ARG Begins COMPTUEX 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 18 JUL 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Derek Stroop, Amphibious Squadron Three Public 
Affairs 

PACIFIC OCEAN -- The Peleliu Amphibious Ready 
Group and 15th Marine Expeditionary Unit got underway to 
participate in Composite Training Unit Exercise 
(COMPTUEX) 2012 off the coast of California, July 18. 

COMPTUEX is a pre-deployment certification that 
evaluates the ARGs ability to conduct military operations at 
sea and support to expeditionary operations ashore. 

It allows Sailors to demonstrate that they are ready to 
execute integrated expeditionary capabilities of the Maritime 
Strategy. 

The training scenarios are designed to be as realistic as 
possible, challenging the ARG to ensure they are combat 
capable and ready for tasking by regional commanders while 
on deployment. 

"COMPTUEX is a complex exercise because it is going 
to force us to flex our integration capabilities to ensure that we 
are able to coordinate and plan the various missions that we 
may face during deployment," said Capt. John Deehr, 
commanding officer, USS Peleliu (LHA 5). "It will be the first 

time in the training cycle that we won't know what's going to 
happen in regards to the scenarios, which is why this training 
is so valuable." 

Each scenario is divided into phases that require 
participation from the ARG and Marines from the 15th Marine 
Expeditionary Unit who are embarked. Scenarios will include 
counter-piracy operations, maritime security operations, 
maritime interdiction operations and Visit, Board, Search and 
Seizure operations. 

"COMPTUEX is designed to prepare the ARG-MEU 
team to fight together as one cohesive unit," said Capt. Mark 
Sakaguchi, commander, Amphibious Squadron Three. "The 
training we conduct now will allow us to operate forward and 
be ready to execute a wide range of military operations in 
support of our national strategy." 

The ARG will simulate operations ranging from combat 
operations to humanitarian support missions worldwide. 
Additionally, real-world operations such as replenishments-at-
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sea with other vessels will occur during the training time 
period. 

The Peleliu ARG is comprised of the amphibious assault 
ship USS Peleliu (LHA 5), amphibious transport dock ship 
USS Green Bay (LPD 20), and the amphibious dock landing 
ship USS Rushmore (LSD 47) and has the 15th MEU 
embarked throughout these three ships. The guided-missile 

destroyer USS Dewey (DDG 105) will also participate in the 
exercise. 

COMPTUEX 2012 promotes Commander, U.S. 3nd 
Fleet's training focus of providing realistic, relevant training 
necessary for an effective global Navy in order to strengthen 
our ability to respond to crises and protect the collective 
maritime interests of the U.S and its allies and partners. 
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23. USS Underwood Visits Naval Station Guantanamo Bay 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 18 JUL 12) MASS COMMUNICATION SPECIALIST 1ST CLASS (SW/AW) ... Justin Ailes Naval Station 
Guantanamo Bay, Cuba Public Affairs 

GUANTANAMO BAY, Cuba -- USS Underwood (FFG 
36) visited Naval Station (NS) Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, during 
her deployment in support of Southern Seas 2012, July 18. 

The Oliver Hazard Perry-class frigate was in port to 
receive logistic support from the installation's Port Operations 
department including water, fuel, and ammunition. 

"The Underwood received almost 98,000 gallons of diesel 
fuel (DFM) and 5,000 gallons of jet fuel (JP5)," said NS 
Guantanamo Bay Port Operations Quartermaster 2nd Class 
Dennis Steel, a dock master for USS Underwood's visit. "I feel 
like the Port Operations team does a really good job 
supporting ships coming into port...from assigning them a pier 
to scheduling services like transportation, sewage offload, and 
potable water services." 

Southern Seas 2012 is an annual collaborative 
deployment which focuses on theater security and goodwill 
port visits in cooperation with partner nations in the Southern 
hemisphere. 

"We have conducted 6 community relations (COMREL) 
projects so far and hosted a reception with the Ambassador to 
Chile, commemorating the Battles of Midway and Iquique," 
said USS Underwood Operations Officer Lt. Lori Rose. "Most 

recently we have hosted a reception with the Ambassador to 
Jamaica, commemorating Jamaica's 50th Anniversary of their 
Independence." 

Underwood is the only U.S. asset assigned to Southern 
Seas Deployment 2012, and has taken this opportunity to 
show the flag around South America and the Caribbean (often 
being the first American ship to visit a particular port in many 
years), building diplomatic relations and increasing security 
cooperation efforts in the area." 

According to Rose, while brief, their visit to NS 
Guantanamo Bay provided the crew of USS Underwood 
training and morale opportunities. 

"While in port, Sailors will be ensuring their weapons 
qualifications are up to date, utilizing the Navy Exchange 
(NEX) services, and visit the medical and dental facilities for 
appointments that could not be made until now," said Rose. 

Upon her departure, USS Underwood will join forces 
with partner nations in support of Operation Martillo (Spanish 
for hammer), a U.S., European, and Western hemisphere effort 
targeting illicit trafficking routes in coastal waters along the 
Central American isthmus. 

Return to Index 
 

24. USS Oscar Austin deploys 
(WAVY NBC NORFOLK 18 JUL 12) ... Rob Rizzo 

NORFOLK, Va. -- USS Oscar Austin (DDG 79) left 
Naval Station Norfolk Wednesday morning. 

The guided-missile destroyer, led by Cmdr. Charlos 
Washington, will deploy to the U.S. 6th Fleet Area of 
Operations. The 300-member crew will be monitoring the 
Baltic and Mediterranean seas as well as the coast of Africa. 

Megan McPherson was at the deployment with 10-month-
old daughter to say goodbye to her husband. 

"[My daughter] is at that age where she starts to cry out 
for her daddy and she wants him whenever he is not here," 
McPherson said. "So it's going to be tough but we can do it." 

Oscar Austin was commissioned Aug. 19, 2000, and is 
equipped with AEGIS Weapons Systems, designed to 
incorporate shaping techniques to reduce radar detectability. 

The ship was named for Private First Class Oscar P. 
Austin, of the U.S. Marine Corps, who was awarded the 
Medal of Honor for sacrificing his life to save an injured 
companion. 

View Gallery (11 Photos) 
View Clip (RT: 1:48) 
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GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
25. Washington Begins To Plan For Collapse Of Syrian Government 
(NEW YORK TIMES 19 JUL 12) ... Helene Cooper 

WASHINGTON — With the growing conviction that the 
Assad family’s 42-year grip on power in Syria is coming to an 
end, Obama administration officials worked on contingency 
plans Wednesday for a collapse of the Syrian government, 
focusing particularly on the chemical weapons that Syria is 

thought to possess and that President Bashar al-Assad could 
try to use on opposition forces and civilians. 

Pentagon officials were in talks with Israeli defense 
officials about whether Israel might move to destroy Syrian 
weapons facilities, two administration official said. The 
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administration is not advocating such an attack, the American 
officials said, because of the risk that it would give Mr. Assad 
an opportunity to rally support against Israeli interference. 

President Obama’s national security adviser, Thomas E. 
Donilon, was in Israel over the weekend and discussed the 
Syrian crisis with officials there, a White House official said. 

Mr. Obama called President Vladimir V. Putin of Russia 
on Wednesday and urged him again to allow Mr. Assad to be 
pushed from power. Russia, so far, has refused. A White 
House statement said that Mr. Putin and Mr. Obama “noted 
the growing violence in Syria and agreed on the need to 
support a political transition as soon as possible that achieves 
our shared goal of ending the violence and avoiding a further 
deterioration of the situation.” 

The statement pointedly noted the “differences our 
governments have had on Syria,” but said the two leaders 
“agreed to have their teams continue to work toward a 
solution.” 

American diplomatic and military officials said the 
bombing in Damascus on Wednesday that killed several of 
Mr. Assad’s closest advisers was a turning point in the 
conflict. “Assad is a spent force in terms of history,” Jay 
Carney, the White House press secretary, told reporters. “He 
will not be a part of Syria’s future.” 

Alluding to Russia’s position, Mr. Carney said the 
argument that Mr. Assad’s ouster would result in more 
violence was refuted by the bombing, and that Mr. Assad’s 
continued rule “will result in greater violence,” not less. 

Defense Secretary Leon E. Panetta said on Wednesday 
that Syria’s crisis, was “rapidly spinning out of control.” 

Within hours of the bombing, the Treasury Department 
announced additional sanctions against the Syrian prime 
minister and some 28 other cabinet ministers and senior 
officials, part of the administration’s effort to make life so 
difficult for the government that Mr. Assad’s allies desert him. 
“As long as Assad stays in power, the bloodshed and 
instability in Syria will only mount,” said David S. Cohen, a 
senior Treasury official. 

Behind the scenes, the administration’s planning has 
already shifted to what to do after an expected fall of the 
Assad government, and what such a collapse could look like. 
A huge worry, administration officials said, is that in 
desperation Mr. Assad would use chemical weapons to try to 
quell the uprising. 

“The Syrian government has a responsibility to safeguard 
its stockpiles of chemical weapons, and the international 
community will hold accountable any Syrian officials who 
fails to meet that obligation,” Mr. Carney said. 

Any benefit of an Israeli raid on Syria’s weapons facilities 
would have to be weighed against the possibility that the 

Assad government would exploit such a raid for its own ends, 
said Martin S. Indyk, the former United States ambassador to 
Israel and director of the Foreign Policy Program at the 
Brookings Institution. 

He and several administration officials said the view was 
that Mr. Assad might use chemical weapons as a last resort. 
“But it crosses a red line, and changes the whole nature of the 
discussion,” Mr. Indyk said. “There would be strong, if not 
overwhelming sentiment, internationally, to stop him.” Russia, 
in particular, would probably have to drop its opposition to 
tougher United Nations sanctions against Syria, and Mr. 
Assad’s other remaining ally, Iran, would probably not look 
too kindly on a chemical attack. 

The Obama administration must also worry about Mr. 
Assad’s arsenal, including chemical weapons, falling into 
other hands, including those of Al Qaeda — a risk at the 
center of the administration’s concerns, according to Robert 
Malley of the International Crisis Group. 

“The government is falling,” Mr. Malley said. “But what 
will the fall look like? It could fall in Damascus, but not 
elsewhere; it could crumble in other areas but not the Alawite 
ones — there are a lot of variations to this.” 

Beyond trying to stop the Assad government from using 
unconventional weapons, the United States must also work to 
make sure that the Alawite minority, ascendant under Mr. 
Assad and largely loyal to him, is not massacred once its 
protector is gone. 

Mr. Obama has come under criticism from some 
Republicans in Congress who say that the United States 
should intervene militarily in Syria, and from Mitt Romney, 
his Republican opponent, who has said that he would arm the 
Syrian opposition, which the administration has not done 
directly. 

Instead, Mr. Obama has backed United Nations efforts 
and urged Russia to join the United States in calling for Mr. 
Assad to step down. While the president has been faulted for 
his policy toward Syria, some foreign policy experts said that 
Mr. Obama’s approach could be vindicated, particularly if Mr. 
Assad is toppled without the United States taking military 
action. 

The administration has not officially armed the Syrian 
rebels, but it has provided some financial aid, and has helped 
to prop up the Syrian opposition by its many efforts to 
delegitimize Mr. Assad through a steady stream of calls for 
him to step down. 

The United States, Mr. Malley said “may actually achieve 
what it wanted — a fall of the regime without having to 
intervene militarily.” 

But, he added, “Then it has to deal with all the variants of 
what a fall looks like, and what a post-Assad Syria looks like.” 
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26. U.S., U.K. Defense Chiefs Call For Furthering Partnership 
(DEFENSE NEWS 18 JUL 12) ... Marcus Weisgerber 

The United Kingdom and United States should pursue a 
deeper, “far reaching” defense partnership that includes the 
development of joint requirements and collaborating on 
research-and-development efforts, Britain’s defense secretary 
said while visiting Washington. 

“In this environment of rapid technological change and 
significant resource constraint, we should do more to align 

requirements better and work collaboratively to develop 
them,” Defence Secretary Philip Hammond said during a July 
18 speech at a Center for New American Security think tank 
event in Washington. 

“It is in neither of our interests to duplicate research and 
development for new systems,” he said. 
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The United States and the United Kingdom are each 
facing steep defense spending cuts in the coming years and 
both have new military strategies that similarly call for a 
leaner, agile force that can deploy rapidly using advanced 
technology. 

“In an age of ‘Smart Defense,’ it is even more vital that 
we do more together both on the battlefield and in the 
development of the future systems, working together to ensure 
our forces have the best equipment and can operate-by-side 
whenever necessary,” Hammond said. 

The two nations could realize the benefits of pooling 
“demand, investment and technology,” for expensive 
weapons, just like they have done on the Lockheed Martin F-
35 Joint Strike Fighter program, he said. 

The Pentagon threw its support behind multinational F-35 
program — particularly the short-take-off, vertical-landing 
(STOVL) version — despite plans to cut $487 billion from 
planned defense spending over then next decade. 

The latest backing of the $396 billion program came 
during a joint briefing with U.S. Defense Secretary Leon 
Panetta and Hammond earlier in the day. The Lockheed 
Martin F-35, specifically the so-called STOVL version of the 
jet, will be the only fighter to operate off new British aircraft 
carriers. 

“The administration understands the crucial importance of 
this aircraft variant to our own carrier strike regeneration 
project,” Hammond said. “The U.S. administration, the 
Department of Defense, has been massively supportive of 
providing us with all sorts of facilities to maintain and 

regenerate our capabilities to operate [the] carrier flight deck 
and to maintain the skills in our pilots.” 

The Royal Navy previously flew Harrier jump jets, which 
can take-off and land vertically. 

The United Kingdom sold its entire Harrier inventory to 
the United States last year. DoD will use these aircraft and 
other supplies for parts for its own fleet of Harriers. 

Now that fighter jets no longer operate from British 
aircraft carriers, a number of U.K. pilots are now flying with 
U.S. Navy and U.S. Marine Corps fighter squadrons to 
maintain proficiency until the replacement — the stealthy F-
35B — is battle ready. 

Hammond is scheduled to see the F-35B fly at Naval Air 
Station Patuxent River, Md., on July 18. The U.S. Navy is 
conducting development testing at the base. 

Hammond will accept the first British F-35B test jet at a 
ceremony in Fort Worth, Texas, on July 19. A number of 
senior DoD officials — including Frank Kendall, the 
Pentagon’s acquisition chief – are expected to attend the 
event. 

The F-35B has been through difficult patches throughout 
its development. Former Defense Secretary Robert Gates 
placed the program on a two-year probation, which was lifted 
by Panetta after about 18 months. 

“I have assurances at the highest level this is a program 
that is now on track,” Hammond said. “It is a program that is 
doing very well.” 

Panetta, all variants of the F-35 is “critical” to the 
Pentagon’s future defense strategy. 
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27. Defence Cuts Will Mean Tighter Ties 
(THE AUSTRALIAN 19 JUL 12) ... Brendan Nicholson and Mark Dodd 

Defence budget cuts in Australia and the U.S. mean the 
armed forces of both nations need to be able to work more 
closely together to deal with common threats, the chief of the 
U.S. Army says. 

General Raymond T. Odierno told The Australian last 
night the U.S. and other key allies were also reducing 
spending on defence. 

"That actually makes it more important to have strong 
alliances and strong partners to work together to solve 
problems," General Odierno said. 

In recent days, former U.S. secretary of state Richard 
Armitage and U.S. Pacific Fleet Commander Admiral Sam 
Locklear have raised concerns about Australia's defence 
spending being chopped to its lowest level as a percentage of 
GDP since the late 1930s. 

Their concerns were backed strongly yesterday by former 
Australian army commanders and security analysts. 

Mr Armitage warned bluntly that Australia should not 
take a "free ride" on U.S. defence efforts in the Asia-Pacific 
region. 

Admiral Locklear said he hoped the government had a 
"long-term view" of defence planning after a fall in defence 
spending to $24.2 billion for 2012-13, or 1.56 per cent of 
GDP. 

The Lowy Institute's Michael Wesley said yesterday 
Australia had entered a new age in which its allies, and 
competitors of its allies, were watching and criticising budget 
decisions more closely. 

Retired major general Jim Molan, who played a key role 
in the allied headquarters during the Iraq war, said defence in 
Australia was in "terminal decline". 

General Molan said the full impact of the cuts would be 
felt by the ADF in 18 months: "Onwards of 18 months, 
Australia will slip below a recoverable position." 

General Odierno said he did not think the Australia-U.S. 
alliance would suffer. "We have a strong alliance and we'll 
continue to have a strong alliance. 

"Australia has been alongside of us for 100 years. They 
were there in Iraq and Afghanistan. They've been there for us. 

"The relationship is probably better than it has ever been 
because we've worked so closely together over the past 10 
years. For us, it's an invaluable relationship." 

The defence budget cuts in both countries increased the 
importance of the two nations working together, he said. 

General Odierno said the U.S. would welcome regional 
joint exercises, including with China. 

He was in Canberra to discuss challenges and 
opportunities with delegates of regional nations at an armed 
forces conference. 

At the conference, People's Liberation Army 
representatives questioned him about U.S. intentions in the 
region. 

"It's about transparency, it's about getting to know each 
other, it's about reducing the level of mistrust," General 
Odierno said he told them. "You do that through discussion, 
through joint exercises, through co-operation and being 
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transparent about capabilities. Our goal is to do that with the 
Chinese. I wanted to tell them that the strategic environment 
was changing and as militaries, we had to adjust as well. We 
have to work together to ensure we sustain stability and peace 
for economic, political and security reasons." 

The goal was to reduce mistrust and increase partnerships 
to increase our ability to allow the Pacific region to continue 
to grow. 

General Odierno said Australia's forces proved highly 
professional and capable in both Iraq and Afghanistan. 

He hoped Australia and other allies would continue to 
improve the training of the Afghan national security forces 
and, where necessary, to help contain terrorism after 2014. 

But that was a decision for Australia, he said. 

General Molan said the budget cuts threatened the ADF's 
ability to conduct sophisticated joint warfighting operations 
and antisubmarine and ground-based air defence missions. 

Former army chief Peter Leahy, director of Canberra 
University's National Security Institute, warned that more 
defence cuts would lead to "diminished capability". "If an 
incoming Liberal government does not restore (the cuts), 
difficult decisions would need to be made on what tasks could 
be expected of the ADF." 

The cancellation of two Joint Strike Fighters from a 
potential 100-plane order would have allowed the army to 
purchase 18 South Korean-made selfpropelled guns, a $225 
million order axed by Defence Minister Stephen Smith. 

South Korean ambassador Taeyong Cho described the 
cancellation as "disappointing". 
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28. Path For Iran Nuclear Talks Choked By Tensions 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 18 JUL 12) ... Brian Murphy 

DUBAI, United Arab Emirates — In the span of just a 
few hours, announcements bouncing between Tehran and 
Washington showed the direction of their showdown: New 
issues are piling up even as Western envoys try to find a path 
to move nuclear talks forward. 

In quick succession last week: Iran said it seeks to build a 
nuclear-powered submarine, the U.S. unveiled more sanctions 
and a senior Iranian military official ramped up denunciations 
of Middle East nations trying to topple the Tehran-allied 
regime in Syria. 

The developments taken individually reflect significant 
trends, including Iran's split personality between portraying 
itself as a rising military power while growing insecure about 
losing critical regional influence if President Bashar Assad 
falls in Damascus. But seen as a whole, the moves underscore 
the hardening positions that could hamper next week's attempt 
to regain diplomatic traction on negotiations over Iran's 
nuclear ambitions. 

"There is a lot of background noise with the nuclear 
talks," said Sami al-Faraj, director of the Kuwait Center for 
Strategic Studies. "It seems to be getting louder." 

For the moment, there is no date to resume talks between 
Iran and world powers following the last month's session in 
Moscow. That could depend on the outcome of discussions 
next Tuesday between Iran's No. 2 negotiator and the top 
deputy for the European Union's foreign policy chief, 
Catherine Ashton. 

At the heart of the talks is how much the West is willing 
to allow Iran to enrich uranium, which at low levels creates 
fuel to power reactors but can be boosted to weapons grade 
material. Iran insists it will never surrender its ability to make 
nuclear fuel, but says it seeks reactors only for energy and 
medical applications. 

Iran's declared pursuit of a nuclear sub — although in the 
early stages and still possibly out of reach of Iranian engineers 
— is now a potential deal-breaker in the haggling over 
enrichment. 

Submarines need nuclear fuel enriched well beyond the 
20 percent level that marks Iran's highest acknowledged 
output. The issue could open demands by Iran to push 
production much closer to warhead levels at 95 percent 
enrichment — which is certain to stir calls in Israel and 

elsewhere to abandon dialogue and look to possible military 
action. 

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu blamed Iran 
for a deadly blast Wednesday on a bus filled with Israel 
tourists in Bulgaria, and promised a tough response. 

The proposed sub is part of Iran's strong emphasis in 
recent years on boosting naval power. Iran seeks to offset the 
expanding U.S. Navy presence in the Gulf and project its own 
military presence farther afield by sending warships into the 
Mediterranean and Indian Ocean. 

Iranian commanders this week renewed threats to block 
the Strait of Hormuz at the mouth of the Gulf — the route for 
one-fifth of the world's oil — in response to tighter Western 
sanctions. But there has been no evidence of Iranian ships 
challenging tankers. 

The Pentagon, meanwhile, is boosting its naval forces in 
the region. The aircraft carrier USS John C. Stennis is now on 
an accelerated timetable to return by late summer to ensure 
that two carriers are in the area. Another ship, the USS Ponce, 
has also been deployed to the Gulf as a floating base for attack 
forces. 

Iran has responded with volleys of tough talk possibly 
tailored to counter domestic grumbling about the country's 
increasing isolation. 

"The U.S. aircraft carriers are nothing more than scrap 
iron for the Revolutionary Guard," said the corps' deputy 
commander, Hossein Salami. "The Guard doesn't fear the 
greatness of the U.S. aircraft carriers." 

On Monday, the conservative Iranian website 
Mashreghnews.ir said the country will one day need to churn 
out enrichment at "50 to 60 percent" for a future nuclear-
powered fleet. 

"Iran won't give up its nuclear rights," said a hardline 
Iranian parliament member, Mohammed Esmaeili. "At the 
same time, it won't shun talks. It will continue negotiations." 

And the West will likely keep applying pinpoint sanctions 
to try to gain more leverage. British Foreign Secretary 
William Hague said Tuesday that sanctions would "intensify" 
in the coming months if there is no progress in the talks. 

In a rare official acknowledgment of the economic bite, 
Iran's parliament speaker Ali Larijani was quoted Tuesday as 
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saying that sanctions were to blame for 20 percent of the 
country's economic problems. 

The main blows have been against Iran's critical oil 
exports, including a boycott by the 27-nation EU that took 
effect July 1. The targets of the latest U.S. sanctions included 
11 companies the Treasury Department claims have links to 
Iran's defense ministry, the Revolutionary Guard and other 
state-backed institutions. 

"The economy is a far more immediate and existential 
issue for the regime" than internal political opposition, said 
Meir Javedanfar, an Iranian-born political analyst based in 
Israel. 

He speculated that Iran's Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali 
Khamenei may want to keep nuclear negotiations on track in 
fear that escalating tensions with the West would "worsen his 
regime's economic woes." 

There's also the uncertainties over Syria and whether Iran 
may one day face a post-Assad leadership indebted to Iran's 
Gulf Arab rivals, such as Saudi Arabia, which have become 
leading backers of the Syrian rebels. 

On Wednesday, a bomb ripped through a high-level 
security meeting in Damascus, killing three top regime 

officials in the harshest blow to Syria's ruling family dynasty 
and the rebels' boldest attack in the country's civil war. 

The war has pried open rifts among Iranian officials about 
the wisdom of sticking by Assad amid mounting international 
outrage at the bloodshed. Some diplomats have been quoted as 
questioning Iran's continued backing for a Syrian regime that 
could face war crimes accusations in the future. 

Others have pushed back harder against Assad's 
opponents. 

"It is the duty of Syria's Muslim neighbors to refrain from 
backing the 'terrorists,'" Iran's armed forces chief of staff, Gen. 
Hassan Firouzabadi, was quoted as saying in a message to 
Turkey and Jordan to block rebel movements. 

The West has tried to keep regional issues out of the 
nuclear talks agenda, but the pressures are certain to shape 
Iran's strategies if the negotiations move forward, experts say. 

Iran "had to weather quite a lot in the past," said Mouin 
Rabbani, a Jordan-based contributing editor to the journal 
Middle East Report. "It's used to playing an increasing small 
number of cards to their maximum advantage." 
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29. Yemen President Warns Iran To Stop Meddling 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 18 JUL 12) ... Ahmed Al-Haj 

SANAA, Yemen -- Yemen's president on Wednesday 
called on Iran to stop spying in his country, warning that the 
Shiite-led nation would "pay the price" if it continues 
meddling. 

His stern warning followed claims in state media that an 
Iranian spy operation had been uncovered. 

"We will embarrass them in front of the world," President 
Abed Rabbo Mansour Hadi said on state TV. 

He said he would make public his information linking 
Iran to spying in Yemen. 

"I will take the necessary steps, and a heavy price will be 
paid if you continue with this manner," he said, addressing 
Iran. 

A security official said that an Iranian revolutionary guard 
officer was arrested for allegedly running a spy network in 
Yemen, and several members of the network were also 
arrested. 

He said the ringleader entered Yemen with false identity 
documents, but an investigation uncovered his identity as a 
Revolutionary Guard officer who has been operating in 
Yemen for some time. 

The officials spoke on condition of anonymity according 
to regulations. 

The U.S. ambassador in Yemen has repeatedly said that 
Iran is meddling in Yemen and playing on specific factions, a 
reference to those in the south calling for separation and Shiite 
Houthi rebels in the north who have fought the government 
since 2004. 

Shiite-led Iran and Yemen's powerful Sunni Muslim 
neighbor to the north, Saudi Arabia, are bitter regional rivals 
and have competing strategic interests in the Gulf. Saudi 
Arabia was a key player in brokering a deal to force longtime 
Yemeni ruler Ali Abdullah Saleh hand over power to Hadi in 
February, after nearly a year of protests against his rule. 

"No matter how much money they offer, and no matter 
how much they try and play on emotions, they will fail in 
Yemen," Hadi said, referring to alleged Iranian espionage 
activities. 

He called on Iran to "take into consideration the delicate 
circumstances the country is passing through ... We say from 
here to leave Yemen to mind its own affairs, and that is 
enough for now." Hadi spoke during a military cadet 
graduation ceremony. 

Separately, in the capital Sanaa, an army officer who was 
a former regime loyalist was killed while leading an attack on 
the house of a general who defected to the opposition last year 
during the uprising against Saleh. 

The clash showed an undercurrent of tribal and political 
tensions, though Saleh has been replaced. 

In southern Yemen, armed tribesmen ambushed a group 
of al-Qaida militants, killing two and wounding three, the 
official said. 

The clash took place in an area seized by the army and 
tribesmen last month in heavy fighting with al-Qaida militants. 
Al-Qaida took control there during last year's internal political 
turmoil. 
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30. Somali Pirates Free Taiwan Fishing Vessel, 26 Crew 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 18 JUL 12) 

TAIPEI, Taiwan -- Taiwan's foreign ministry says a 
Taiwanese fishing vessel and its 26-member crew were freed 
after being held by Somali pirates for almost 19 months. 

The ministry says the Shiuh Fu No. 1 was released 
Tuesday after the ship's owner completed negotiations with 
the hijackers. The ministry didn't say whether a ransom was 
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paid, but analysts say Somali pirates often get ransoms 
averaging $5 million. 

The Shiuh Fu was seized Dec. 25, 2010, off the 
Madagascar coast and taken to Somalia. Its crew comprises a 
Taiwanese captain, and 13 Chinese and 12 Vietnamese 
nationals. 

The ministry says a Chinese navy ship took the crew to 
Tanzania, because the Shiuh Fu had run aground. 

The European Union Naval Force Somalia says seven 
vessels and 211 hostages are still held by Somali pirates. 
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31. Somali Pirate Kingpins Enjoy "Impunity": UN Experts 
(REUTERS 18 JUL 12) ... Matthew Falloon, Pascal Fletcher and Louise Ireland 

NAIROBI -- Somalia's president has shielded a top pirate 
leader from arrest by issuing him a diplomatic passport, 
according to a United Nations investigation which criticizes 
the "climate of impunity" enjoyed by pirate kingpins in 
Somalia and abroad. 

The U.N. Monitoring Group on Somalia said in a report to 
the Security Council, seen by Reuters, that senior pirate 
leaders were benefiting from high level protection from 
Somali authorities and were not being sufficiently targeted for 
arrest or sanction by international authorities. 

The Group said it had obtained evidence a diplomatic 
passport had been provided "with the authorization of Somali 
President Sheikh Sharif Sheikh Ahmed" to pirate leader 
Mohamed Abide Hassan "Afweyne,” who presented it to 
authorities in Malaysia on a trip there in April. 

Questioned by Malaysian immigration, Afweyne provided 
a document issued by the Somali presidency stating he was 
involved in counter-piracy activities, the report said. It said 
that Somalia's President Ahmed had told the Group the 
passport was "one of several inducements" for Afweyne aimed 
at obtaining the dismantling of his pirate network. 

In a July 12 letter to the Chairman of the Security 
Council's Sanctions Committee, obtained by Reuters, Ahmed 
called the contents of the Monitoring Group's report "one-
sided.” 

The letter said the principal author of the U.N. report, 
whom it did not name, "seems hell bent on soiling the good 
names of private members of the Somali people by throwing 
at them unsubstantiated allegations.” 

Somali government officials in Mogadishu could not be 
reached for comment. However, Omar Jamal, first secretary to 
Somalia's ambassador to the United Nations, said the UN 
report was part of a smear campaign against the Somali 
government. 

"The Somali government is now going through a crucial 
moment of transitioning to permanent governance, and thus is 
in preparation of forming a new parliament and election in 
mid August; therefore the timing of the report is damaging and 
possibly create instability and confusion," Jamal said in a brief 
statement from his New York office. 

Somalia's weak Transitional Federal Government has 
been fighting al Qaeda-linked al Shabaab Islamist militants for 
the past five years and is now racing the clock to enact a new 
constitution and hold elections by August 20. 

The U.N. report has also riled the authorities in the semi-
autonomous region of Puntland, who are criticized for failing 
to arrest well-known senior pirate leaders, in spite of a 
counter-piracy campaign that has reportedly resulted in the 
arrest of hundreds of low-level pirates. 

The report said that only one Puntland based pirate leader, 
Abshir Boyah, had been arrested by the Puntland authorities 

but said his jail sentence of only five years contrasted sharply 
with terms of up to 20 years given to junior pirate figures. 

Successful Somali pirate hijackings have been declining 
steadily since 2010, partly the result of intensive international 
naval operations and the use of private security on maritime 
vessels, but pirate leaders are adapting and diversifying into 
new businesses, the U.N. report said. 

Confirming this trend, the International Maritime Bureau 
(IMB) said on Monday that tougher action by international 
navies and the use of private armed guards on ships have more 
than halved the number of Somali pirate attacks in the first 
half of 2012. 

Pirate Chiefs Escaping Prosecution 
Last year, Somali piracy in the busy shipping lanes of the 

Gulf of Aden and the northwestern Indian Ocean netted $160 
million, and cost the world economy some $7 billion, 
according to the American One Earth Future foundation. 

The U.N. report said pirate leaders are now increasingly 
involved in land-based kidnap for ransom of foreign tourists 
and aid workers in northern Kenya and Somalia, as well as 
selling services as counter-piracy experts and consultants in 
ransom negotiations, and exploring "new types of criminal 
activity.” 

"This evolution of the piracy business model is being 
driven largely by members of the Somali diaspora, whose 
foreign language skills and bank accounts are all valuable 
assets," it said. 

U.N. officials say the Monitoring Group has submitted 
two confidential cases to the Security Council documenting 
the flow of piracy proceeds via international accounts and 
singling out a Somali businessman with British citizenship 
who is part of a piracy ring but who also runs a counter-piracy 
business. 

The Group said that in spite of three international task 
forces and efforts by a dozen national governments in 
maritime counter-piracy efforts, serious legal obstacles remain 
that "impede the prosecution and sanctioning of pirate leaders 
and kingpins.” 

Out of 125 registered hijacking cases since December 
2008 which have come under the jurisdiction of 83 different 
countries, not more than 10 governments have actually 
embarked on broader investigations into Somali pirate 
networks, the report said. 

"As a result, the international community is investing 
enormous resources to pursue and punish those at the bottom 
of the piracy pyramid ... while virtually guaranteeing impunity 
for those at the top of the piracy pyramid who bear the greatest 
responsibility and profit the most," it said. 

UK Block On Targeted Sanctions 
Confusion over whether ransom payments and drop-offs 

of ransoms by private security companies constitute illegal 
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activity has also prompted Britain to block the U.N. Security 
Council from applying financial sanctions against senior pirate 
leaders since 2010, the report said. 

With pirate leaders left untouched by U.N. sanctions, 
payments to them would not be considered illegal and 
therefore private security companies could pay out ransom 
fees without fear of violating sanctions, sources at the U.N. 
said. 

The British blocking of Security Council proposals to 
designate senior Somali pirate leaders for targeted sanctions 
was "apparently at the behest of powerful domestic interests in 
shipping, crisis and risk management consultancies, maritime 
law and insurance and private maritime security companies 
who indirectly derive significant profits from the Somali 
piracy phenomenon," the report said. 

Asked for comment, a Foreign Office official in London 
told Reuters the British government maintained a clear policy 
of not making or facilitating "substantive concessions to 
hostage takers, including the payment of ransoms.” 

The official said Britain had since April 2010 maintained 
"a technical hold" on proposals in the U.N. Sanctions 
Committee to designate pirate leaders for sanctions "as it is 
necessary to better understand the potential unintended 

consequences of using Sanctions, which include implications 
for the families of U.K. nationals captured by pirates.” 

British Prime Minister David Cameron had set up a task 
force to look into piracy kidnap for ransom in more detail, 
including the option of U.N. sanctions. The task force would 
make recommendations by the end of the year, the Foreign 
Office said. 

The U.N. report said the current situation had discouraged 
private security companies from sharing information on who 
they had paid money to, putting a brake on international 
investigations into piracy. 

The Monitoring Group has asked the Security Council to 
explicitly clarify that ransom payments to Somali pirates could 
not be considered an offence that would be sanctioned. 

Such a move would allow counter-piracy businesses in 
the U.K. to share information on ransom payments they make, 
without the fear those payments could expose them to future 
prosecutions, the report said. 

The Foreign Office official said Britain was working with 
international partners to establish a Regional Anti-Piracy 
Prosecution and Intelligence Coordination Centre (RAPPICC) 
in the Seychelles, which would target pirate kingpins. 
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32. Turkey Receives 4th CN-235 For Maritime Patrol 
(DEFENSE NEWS 18 JUL 12) ... Pierre Tran 

Paris — Thales formally handed over on July 18, two 
years late and after millions of euros in provisions, a fourth 
modified Casa CN-235 aircraft under the Turkish Meltem 
maritime patrol and surveillance program, a company 
executive said. 

The Turkish Navy has acquired “a first operational initial 
capability under the Meltem program with the delivery of a 
fourth aircraft,” Pierre Eric Pommellet, senior vice president 
for mission defense systems, said from Ankara. “This 
effectively concludes this important phase of the program.” 

Thales is prime contractor in the Meltem 2 contract, worth 
about 400 million euros ($491.1 million), which required 
adapting nine CN-235 aircraft to fly maritime patrol and 
surveillance missions for the Turkish Navy and Coast Guard. 

An official handover was held in Ankara, at the Tusas 
Aerospace Industry (TAI) facility, with Navy and Coast Guard 
officials, and executives from local program partners TAI, 
Aselsan, Havelsan and Milsot, a Thales statement said. 

“This delivery marks a true milestone in the development 
of our maritime patrol capability,” Yakup Tas Delen, 
department head of the Turkish undersecretariat for defense 
industries, said in the statement. 

The market for maritime mission systems is expanding, 
with prospects in the Middle East, Asia and South America, 
Pommellet said. 

Brazil, Indonesia, Malaysia and Singapore are seen as 
export opportunities, and Thales is hoping France will order 
an upgrade of its Atlantique 2 aircraft in the coming months. 

Thales sells its mission systems for installing on entry-
level and medium aircraft, while Boeing dominates the heavy 
end with the P-8 aircraft. 

Thales booked 1.2 billion euros in provisions in 2009 and 
2010 financial results to cover overruns on problem programs, 
including Meltem 2, Airbus A400M, a Danish ticketing 
system and an air traffic management system for Singapore. 

Pommellet declined to give details of the Meltem 2 
provisions. The managers hit all the program milestones after 
a contract renegotiation in March 2010, so no further 
provisions had been booked, he said. 

Thales had to renegotiate the contract because of the 
complexity of the program, which spanned technical problems 
and an unwieldy industrial organization that spanned 
companies in France, Indonesia and Turkey, he said. 

Thales signed the Meltem 2 deal in 2002. Under the 
contract, Thales is due to deliver six modified CN-235 units to 
the Turkish Navy for maritime patrol and three to the Coast 
Guard for maritime surveillance. 

Under Meltem 3, Thales is a supplier, fitting its Amascos 
maritime mission system to 10 ATR-72 aircraft delivered by 
prime contractor Alenia. Of the 10 mission systems, seven 
have been delivered. 

Turkey acquired the CN-235 aircraft under the Meltem 1 
deal. 
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PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
33. Navy Announces Suicide Prevention Video Contest 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 18 JUL 12) ... Navy Personnel Command Public Affairs 

MILLINGTON, Tenn. -- Navy is seeking tech savvy, 
creative Sailors to share their skills while helping 
communicate an important message in the Suicide Prevention 
Public Service Announcement Video Contest (SPPSAC), 
officials said July 18. 

"This is an exciting opportunity for Sailors to promote 
seeking help as a sign of strength," said Cmdr. Robert Dews, 
director of Sailor and Family Readiness, Community Support, 
OPNAV N135F. 

"Whether it's a Sailor reacting to work-related stress who 
talks to a fellow shipmate, or a spouse seeking help for a 
Sailor who seems withdrawn from family life, we must be 
supportive during stressful times by advocating that it's okay 
to speak up and get help," Dews added. 

The goal of the contest is to promote awareness of suicide 
warning signs and bystander intervention from a Sailor's 
point-of-view. SPPSAC video submissions must convey at 
least one of the two 2012 core suicide prevention program 
messages: "It's Okay to Speak Up When You're Down" and/or 
"Life is Worth Living." 

Some element of Ask Care Treat (ACT), an acronym to 
remind Sailors and their families of what they can do if they 
encounter a shipmate, friend or loved one who may need help, 
should be incorporated into all submissions. 

The contest begins July 20 and individual and team 
submissions will be accepted postmarked or uploaded to the 
FTP site through Aug. 24. Criteria for evaluating entries will 
include storytelling ability, originality, creativity and technical 
quality. The SPPSAC is open to active-duty, Reserve and full-
time-support Sailors. 

The winning entry will be announced Sept. 28, to 
coincide with Suicide Prevention Awareness Month. The 
winning submission will be broadcast on Direct-to-Sailor 
Television and provided to the American Forces Network and 
Pentagon channel. 

For more details, official contest rules and entry 
information read the SPPSAC Standard Operation Procedure, 
available on www.suicide.navy.mil. 

Direct any contest rule or technical questions to 
suicideprevention@navy.mil 
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34. Military Sex Assault Victims' PTSD Claims Neglected, Panel Told 
A House VA subcommittee hears testimony that victims' claims are often ignored and many who report 
sexual abuse are diagnosed with personality disorders and discharged. 
(LOS ANGELES TIMES 19 JUL 12) ... Jamie Goldberg 

WASHINGTON — Ruth Moore described herself as a 
"vivacious" 18-year-old serving in the Navy when, she says, a 
superior raped her outside a club in Europe. 

After that, she attempted suicide and was discharged, 
diagnosed with borderline personality disorder — an ailment 
she says she did not have. 

Moore applied for disability benefits through the 
Department of Veterans Affairs but was denied multiple times 
— despite submitting witness testimony that she had been 
raped and subsequently treated for chlamydia. Finally, after 
decades, Moore won 70% compensation for the post-traumatic 
stress disorder, known as PTSD, and depression that had made 
her unemployable. 

"This process took me 23 years to resolve, and I am one 
of the fortunate ones," Moore told a House Veterans Affairs 
subcommittee Wednesday. "It should not be this way." 

The Defense Department estimates that more than 19,000 
sex crimes were committed in the U.S. military last year, and 
just 14% were reported. 

At Wednesday's hearing, Rep. Jackie Speier (D-
Hillsborough) said that when victims reported sexual abuse 
they were often diagnosed with personality disorders and 
phased out of the military. 

From 2008 to 2010, 32% of PTSD claims from veterans 
who were sexual assault victims were approved, compared 
with 53% of all other PTSD claims, according to the advocacy 
group Service Women's Action Network. 

To receive disability benefits for PTSD, victims of 
military sexual assault must prove they have a current 
condition, provide a medical opinion from a doctor and prove 
that the attack occurred during their service. 

Requiring victims of military sexual trauma to provide 
evidence of the attack is often difficult because they often 
don't report the assault when it happens and may not have 
records to verify their claims, testified Joy Ilem, a legislative 
director at the Disabled American Veterans advocacy group. 
Fear of retribution discourages them from coming forward, 
she said. 

Nate Galbreath of the Defense Department's Sexual 
Assault Prevention and Response Office said military sexual 
assault victims now could provide outside evidence to 
demonstrate their right to compensation. 

And Defense Secretary Leon E. Panetta announced in 
April that sexual assault complaints would be handled higher 
in the chain of command, so victims would not have to report 
the crime to a direct superior who may know — or even be — 
the perpetrator. 

But military decisions remain inconsistent and many 
victims are denied benefits, experts said. 

"It's rape pathology," testified Anu Bhagwati, executive 
director of the Service Women's Action Network. "It's this sort 
of unspoken feeling that women would make up that they 
were raped, assaulted or harassed." 

Rep. Chellie Pingree (D-Maine) is sponsoring a bill that 
would allow victims of military sexual trauma seeking 
disability benefits to provide only a diagnosis of PTSD and an 
opinion from a doctor that an assault could have caused the 
disorder. 

"It's outrageous that men and women who sign up to 
defend our country end up being victims of sexual assault in 
the first place," Pingree said. "Then to deny them the help they 
need to recover is simply unacceptable." 
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35. Marine Brother, Sailor Sister Link Up While Deployed At Sea 
(JACKSONVILLE (NC) DAILY NEWS 18 JUL 12) ... Amanda Hickey 

USS SAMPSON, Red Sea – As siblings grow up and lead 
separate lives it’s sometimes difficult to stay in touch. Add the 
extra separation of being in the military and deploying around 
the world and some family members are lucky if they ever see 
each other. 

So when Marine Major Thomas Elders had the 
opportunity to visit his big sister, Navy Commander Teresa 
Elders, while they were both deployed on the high seas, there 
was no hesitation in trying to make it happen. 

“This was a great opportunity that just happened to work 
out because of the proximity of our ships,” said Thomas, who 
is deployed as the assistant operations officer for 24th Marine 
Expeditionary Unit aboard the amphibious assault ship USS 
Iwo Jima. 

As USS Iwo Jima transited through the Red Sea it crossed 
paths with the USS SAMPSON, a U.S. Navy destroyer, where 
Teresa is currently serving as the executive officer. A tour of 
the USS Sampson was planned for some Sailors and Marines 
and Thomas was able to participate and see his older sister. 

After a short helicopter ride on a Navy SH-60, Thomas 
landed on USS Sampson, gave his sister a hug and spent the 
next few hours catching up and learning about his sister’s role 
on the destroyer. 

“Much of our conversation was focused on our careers 
and our time serving in the Navy and Marine Corps,” said 
Thomas. 

Teresa even treated her brother to the VIP tour, even 
letting him sit in the Executive Officer’s chair. 

Thomas and Teresa started their careers at the U.S. Naval 
Academy where they decided to carry on a family tradition of 
military service after their father served 20 years as a supply 

officer in the Army, their step-mother served in the U.S. Air 
Force and their mother served in the South Korean Army. 

The Swedesboro, N.J., natives have a combined 30 years 
of service with Teresa serving 16 years and Thomas following 
close behind with 14 years. 

“I went on a family cruise on USS Eisenhower when I 
was younger and fell in love with the Navy,” said Teresa. “I 
thought attending the Naval Academy would be the best 
means to join the Navy, and it was. I like being on the water, I 
wanted a chance to command a ship, and I wanted to lead 
Sailors.” 

Thomas followed suit attending the Naval Academy two 
years later. “Attending the Naval Academy was a great way to 
get an education and enter the military to serve the Nation,” 
said Thomas, who chose the Marine Corps option while 
attending. 

After graduating from the academy, Thomas and Teresa 
parted ways with multiple deployments taking them to far-off 
places like Japan, Australia, and Iraq, but never together. 

As an infantry officer, Thomas spent most of his time on 
the ground while Teresa followed the surface warfare officer 
path spending most her time at sea. 

Their chance meeting in the middle of the Red Sea was a 
unique opportunity to catch up and reminisce for a while. 

“This was a memorable experience and it was great to see 
my sister in action aboard the USS Sampson,” said Thomas. 

The Jersey siblings hope to meet up again for Christmas 
after they both return from their deployments. 

Maybe their next reunion will be on dry land – no 
helicopter needed. 
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36. Ex-Shipmate Acquitted In Deadly Shooting Of Sailor 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 19 JUL 12) ... Louis Hansen 

NORFOLK -- A jury acquitted a former Sailor 
Wednesday of fatally shooting a shipmate. 

Eliseo Granado, 33, was found not guilty of second-
degree murder and a weapon violation after a two-day trial in 
Circuit Court. Jonathan Sutherland, 21, was found dead July 3, 
2010, with a single gunshot wound to the chest. 

Granado, a petty officer second class assigned to the 
aircraft carrier George H.W. Bush, was administratively 
separated from the Navy in August 2010, said Mike Maus, a 
spokesman with Naval Air Force Atlantic. 

Prosecutor Sarah Rohn told the jury that four Sailors, 
including Granado and Sutherland, went drinking together. 
The Sailors were all assigned to the Bush. 

After a night out, Sutherland and Granado shared a cab 
back to Granado's house on the 3300 block of Kansas Ave. 
The men began to argue and shoved each other, she said. 
Granado picked up a gun and fired once, she said. 

Defense attorney George Anderson argued that there was 
little testimony to show exactly what happened inside 
Granado's house. The Sailors had been drinking and having a 
good time until then, he said. 

Granado "made some errors in judgment," Anderson told 
the jurors. But, he added, "it was an accident." 
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FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
37. GOP Leaders Fight Back Against Navy’s ‘Great Green Fleet’ 
(THE DAILY CALLER 18 JUL 12) ... Melissa Quinn 

Secretary of the Navy Ray Mabus’ “Great Green Fleet” is 
proving to be less than great, and a host of Republican leaders 

are advocating against the ships, which are set to hit the high 
seas in 2016. 
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Mabus first unveiled his plan to build a green fleet in 
October 2009, but further analysis of the ships has shown that 
the fleet may be a flop. 

Republican leaders believe the green fleet comes at the 
taxpayers’ expense at a time when the Department of Defense 
needs to be saving money as opposed to spending it. 

“There’s no question that the military can be more fuel-
efficient, and we should leverage innovative developments in 
the private sector to help make that happen,” said Amanda 
Henneberg, a spokeswoman for presumptive Republican 
nominee Mitt Romney. ”But sinking $70 million worth of 
taxpayer money into a Solyndra-style showboat is not the 
answer. The purpose of our Armed Forces is to keep 
Americans safe — not act as a centerpiece for green energy 
pet-projects.” 

Last October, in opposition to President Barack Obama’s 
cuts to shipbuilding, Romney pledged $40 billion to build new 
ships. 

“As the Department of Defense faces drastic budget cuts, 
the last thing the military needs is to be forced by President 
Obama to spend billions of taxpayer dollars on an expensive 
green energy agenda,” Republican Sen. James Inhofe told The 
Hill. 

The Navy has already slashed more than $58.1 billion 
from its 2013 budget — the most out of the armed services — 
and faces sharp declines in military personnel and ship 
production. The service has also committed to cutting 
production on drones by more than 50 percent while other 
countries are upping theirs — and looking to domestic defense 
companies like Lockheed Martin and Northrop Grumman to 
develop them. 

“Alternative energy is a great thing for us to do research 
on and keep on the horizon, but what we should not be doing 
is spending millions and millions in taxpayer money that we 
have to take from men and women in uniform,” Republican 
Rep. Randy Forbes, a member of the House Armed Services 
Committee, told The Daily Caller. 

Forbes, along with members of the committee from both 
parties, has demanded analysis and research into alternative 
energy from the secretary of the Navy but has gotten nothing 
in return. 

Once the fleet leaves port, Forbes said, the taxpayers are 
going to be paying for a fuel that could be as much as 5 
percent less efficient than others. And, for those ships heading 
into foreign waters, almost 10 percent of all fuel purchased 
will be bought overseas. 

“That’s just it,” Forbes said. “What the secretary will tell 
you is that this is designed to lessen the need for foreign oil, 
but there’s absolutely nothing in biofuels that lessens that 
need.” 

The biofuel industry in the United States has yet to take 
off, but the Navy — along with the Departments of 
Agriculture and Energy — has already committed to pumping 
more than $170 million into the industry to act as a catalyst. 

Some speculate the secretary is working to satisfy a need 
by the Obama administration — a charge that Forbes agrees 
with. 

“He’s trying to help out an industry that’s helping out the 
administration in some way by paying four times as much as 
we would for any other fuel,” Forbes said of Mabus. “I think 
this is a huge boon dog on the part of the administration.” 

According to a report released by the Department of 
Defense, the Navy would have to buy 336 million gallons of 
biofuel each year to satisfy the needs of the green fleet at a 
cost of $1.89 billion annually. The cost of the fuel alone totals 
more than the cost of the ships it’s being pumped into. 

“I think it is an unimaginable for me that, when were 
facing all these cuts in every other area, that this is the one 
area where the DOD would increase their spending when they 
have no analysis as to what the ultimate cost will be,” Forbes 
said. 

But the Navy’s Great Green Fleet incorporates more than 
just ships. So far, the Pentagon has tested a 50/50 combination 
of biofuel and conventional jet fuel in a series of current 
fighters, including the F-18 Hornet. The Navy’s newest 
aircraft, the F-35, has yet to be tested on biofuel — and the 
Navy will soon be seeing a lot more of those. 

On Wednesday, Secretary of Defense Leon Panetta 
reaffirmed the Pentagon’s commitment to the F-35 Joint Strike 
Fighter, which is currently in production by Lockheed Martin. 

“The F-35 represents, I believe, the future of tactical 
aviation for both of our armed services,” he said at a press 
briefing on Wednesday. The planes will make it possible to 
“effectively control the skies to confront the enemies of 
tomorrow.” 

The fighter, which costs upwards of $1 trillion, has been 
the source of major controversy at the Pentagon — and is only 
proven to fly with conventional jet fuel. So far, the Navy has 
committed to purchasing 27 of the planes from Lockheed 
Martin by 2016 — the same time the green fleet will set sail. 
By 2017, the Navy will have a grand total of 41 fighters. 

Lockheed Martin continues to test the aircraft running on 
conventional jet fuel, said Bob Rubino, program director for 
the F-35 in Lockheed Martin’s Washington, D.C., office. 

Once the plane is fully certified, it will be up to the Navy 
to decide to test it using biofuel. 

Mabus’ Great Green Fleet is currently being paraded 
around at the Rim of the Pacific exercise, with demonstrations 
taking place on Wednesday. 
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38. Britain, U.S. Hail F-35 Fighter As Tightening Ties 
(REUTERS 18 JUL 12) ... Jim Wolf 

Britain and the United States hailed Wednesday their 
work on Lockheed Martin Corp's F-35 Joint Strike Fighter as 
tightening military ties, a day before Britain receives the jet's 
first international delivery. 

Britain is to formally accept an F-35 test model at 
Lockheed's Fort Worth, Texas, production plant on Thursday. 
The Pentagon seized the occasion to voice strong support for 

the plane, which is over budget, behind schedule and a 
potential target for cuts by lawmakers. 

The delivery reflects "considerable strides" in the 
program, particularly in the past year, U.S. Defense Secretary 
Leon Panetta told a Pentagon press conference alongside 
Philip Hammond, his British counterpart. 
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"The F-35 represents, I believe, the future of tactical 
aviation for both of our armed services" and would help 
ensure "our dominance of the skies for years to come," he 
said. 

Hammond, secretary of state for defence, cited joint work 
on the F-35B short takeoff/vertical landing model -- of which 
Britain plans to buy 48 -- as one of the "crucial keystones" of 
what he called Britain's most important defence relationship. 

The radar-evading, multirole F-35 is the Pentagon's 
costliest arms purchase, expected to top $396 billion for 2,443 
aircraft in three models through the mid-2030s. The aircraft is 
being built for the U.S. Air Force, Navy and Marine Corps 
along with Britain and the seven other co-development 
partners - Italy, Turkey, Canada, Australia, Denmark, Norway 
and the Netherlands. 

Israel and Japan also are buying the F-35, designed to 
replace a range of fighter, strike and ground-attack aircraft, 
including Lockheed's multirole F-16, the world's most widely 
used fighter. 

The Defense Department this year postponed production 
of 179 F-35s until after 2017, stretching development and 
testing in an effort to curb costly retrofits. The project's latest 
restructuring, the third such major revamp, added 33 months 
and $7.9 billion to the development plan. 

"Our continued commitment to this program will also 
further solidify the U.S.-U.K. alliance," Panetta said. 

He handed over a small-scale model, joshing that it was a 
cheaper version of the one for which Hammond is to pick up 
the keys in Texas. 

Lockheed Martin, the Pentagon's No. 1 supplier by sales, 
is developing the F-35 with Northrop Grumman Corp and 
Britain's BAE Systems PLC. Britain initially invested $2 
billion in the F-35's development, the most of any of the eight 
partner nations. 

Hammond later in the day cheered the F-35B model as 
"superb" and as an example of the "merit of cooperating more 
fully - pooling demand, investment and technology." 

"And no two countries are better placed to work together 
for the common good than Britain and the U.S.," he said in a 
speech hosted by the Center for a New American Security, a 
private national security research group. 

Hammond told Reuters before his speech that Britain 
ultimately planned to buy an unspecified number of additional 
F-35 models after deciding - as early as 2015 or as late as 
2020 - on a mix of manned and unmanned aircraft to replace 
its multirole Eurofighter Typhoon fighters. 
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39. German Defence Minister Sees Consequences If MEADS Funding Lost 
(DEFENSE DAILY 19 JUL 12) ... Ann Roosevelt 

There could be "unintended consequences" if the United 
States unilaterally withdraws from funding the proof of 
concept of the trilateral Medium Extended Air Defense 
System (MEADS), according to German Defense Minister 
Thomas de Maiziere. 

In a July 9 letter to Defense Secretary Leon Panetta, de 
Maiziere thanked him for his continuous support of the 
MEADS program, but said for program partners Germany and 
Italy, completing the proof of concept phase is an "essential 
basis for our future air defense as well as for the European 
contribution to NATO missile defense." 

Three U.S. congressional defense committees have voted 
to strip the final $400 million requested in fiscal year 2013 for 
MEADS funding. The proof of concept work culminates with 
a first intercept flight test this fall at White Sands Missile 
Range, N.M. ( Defense Daily , April 23). The system had a 
successful flight test using a simulated target in November ( 
Defense Daily , Apr. 3). 

MEADS is an effort by the United States, Germany and 
Italy for an advanced, lightweight, 360-degree system to 
counter ballistic and cruise missiles and to replace older 
systems. A unilateral U.S. funding withdrawal would result in 
the "loss of crucial knowledge and financial damage" to all 
three countries, but could also "significantly delay" 

Europe's contribution to NATO missile defense. 
Additionally, "It might furthermore have unintended 
consequences with regard to the confidence placed in the 
validity and reliability of agreements to which the U.S. is a 
contracting party." 

When visiting The United States in February, de Maiziere 
wrote, he reached a common understanding with Panetta on 
the program, discussed in public, after talks "held in an 
atmosphere of trust" ( Defense Daily , Feb. 21). And, he said, 
as his Italian colleague said a separate letter, "we all share the 
conviction that this program will continue to serve as an 
example of fair and well balanced transatlantic cooperation 
within NATO." 

Confident the proof of concept phase will be successfully 
completed in "our mutual interest," de Maiziere concluded his 
letter by saying that in regard to future bilateral and 
multilateral transatlantic projects and the importance of 
obligations under international agreements, "I am counting on 
your continued support also towards Congress and the Senate 
Appropriations Committee." 

The system work is led by prime contractor MEADS 
International in a multinational joint venture with major 
partners are MBDA in Italy, LFK in Germany and Lockheed 
Martin in the United States. 
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40. ERPs Continue To The Fail The DOD 
(DEFENSE SYSTEMS 17 JUL 12) ... Barry Rosenberg 

The Defense Department is not going to be able any time 
soon to produce auditable financial statements on its own 
programs because its major enterprise resource planning 
programs (ERP) continue to remain late and way over budget, 

according to a June 13 report from the DOD Inspector 
General. 

The DOD IG identified six ERP systems they deemed 
necessary to replace legacy systems and enable the department 
to produce auditable financial statements: General Fund 
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Enterprise Business System (GFEBS), Logistics 
Modernization Program (LMP), Defense Enterprise 
Accounting and Management System (DEAMS), Defense 
Agencies Initiative (DAI), Navy ERP, Enterprise Business 
System-Energy Convergence (EBS-EC) and EBS-
EProcurement. 

According to the IG, those six ERP systems have 
experienced cost increases of $8 billion, and been delayed for 
anywhere from 1.5 years to 12.5 years. 

As a result, there is “risk that DOD will not achieve an 
auditable Statement of Budgetary Resources by FY 2014 or 
accomplish its goal of full financial statement audit readiness 
by FY 2017,” according to the report. 

The IG also blamed the DOD deputy chief management 
officer (DCMO) and the chief management officers (CMO) of 
the military departments for not verifying “business processes 
were streamlined and efficient as required by Public Law 111-

84, “National Defense Authorization Act For Fiscal Year 
2010.” 

This occurred, according to the report, “because DOD 
officials relied on the program management offices’ self-
compliance assertions when they certified and approved 
funding of $302.7 million, instead of reviewing the business 
processes and verifying the accuracy, completeness, and 
reliability of the Program Management Office submissions. As 
a result, there is an increased risk the ERP systems will incur 
additional delays and cost increases to ensure the systems are 
as streamlined and efficient as possible.” 

According to the DOD IG, the DOD DCMO did not 
respond to the draft report. The Undersecretary of Defense 
(Comptroller) and chief financial officer of the DOD, as well 
as the CMOs of the Army, Navy, and Air Force agreed with 
the IG’s recommendations, though the Army and Air Force 
CMOs did not address corrective actions. 

View Report (PDF) 
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41. House Passes Bill Demanding Sequester Details From Obama 
(THE HILL 18 JUL 12) ... Pete Kasperowicz 

The House approved legislation on Wednesday that 
would give the Obama administration 30 days to provide 
details on how it will deal with a required $109 billion cut to 
2013 spending, which the administration must impose under 
last year's debt-ceiling agreement. 

The bill enjoyed broad support from both parties and 
passed easily in a 414-2 vote. The two "no" votes came from 
Democratic Reps. Eliot Engel (N.Y.) and Maurice Hinchey 
(N.Y.). 

Under the sequester, the Office of Management and 
Budget must by Jan. 2 cut $109 billion from 2013 mandatory 
and discretionary spending accounts unless Congress provides 
a different plan. 

Republicans have complained that the Obama 
administration has yet to indicate how it would make these 
cuts, which were required after the so-called "supercommittee" 
failed to reach an agreement on deficit reduction. 

"This bill is essentially about transparency," House 
Budget Committee Chairman Paul Ryan (R-Wis.) said during 
debate. "It's not re-litigating the budget fight, it's about making 
sure that we have as much information as we can to make the 
right decisions." 

But the bill also would put pressure on the Obama 
administration and Democrats to redesign the sequester to 
spare the Defense Department from cuts. The author of the 
bill, House GOP Conference Chairman Jeb Hensarling 
(Texas), has indicated that he sees the bill this way, lamenting 
that Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid (D-Nev.) has said he 
would implement current law. 

"Sen. Reid has said, 'I'm not going to back off 
sequestration,'" Hensarling said. "Thus, we are looking at a 10 
percent real cut in our national defense." 

House Armed Services Committee Chairman Buck 
McKeon (R-Calif.) went further, calling on Democrats to 
work with Republicans to avoid deep defense cuts. The House 
already has approved a bill doing just that, but the Senate has 
not moved any bill to rework the sequester. 

"I ask that we come together on this issue," McKeon said 
on the House floor. "I ask the president to put forth some 

leadership. As commander in chief, he has the obligation to 
help us solve this problem." 

Democrats said the only reason there is no agreement to 
adjust the sequester is because Republicans have refused to 
raise taxes, along with the spending reductions the GOP 
wants, as a way of helping to balance the budget. 

Budget Committee ranking member Chris Van Hollen (D-
Md.) said that Democrats agree with the need to replace the 
sequester. However, he said defense cuts were made part of 
the sequester precisely because Republicans thought that was 
a better option than raising taxes. 

"Let's make no mistake," Van Hollen said. "The reason 
we're here is that our Republican colleagues deliberately chose 
as part of the sequester to put defense spending on the 
chopping block along with other spending. That was the 
choice above an offer to deal with revenue as part of the 
sequester." 

But while Democrats called for a deal that includes cuts 
and revenue, Ryan rejected this approach. 

"Government first, taxpayers second," Ryan said. "That's 
what the so-called 'balanced approach means.' It means keep 
feeding higher spending with higher taxes. 

"The problem is ... the arithmetic just doesn't add up. You 
literally cannot tax your way out of this mess. Spending is the 
cause, we need to address our spending." 

Ryan said that as of today, the transparency bill is needed 
because there is no resolution of this fight over how the 
sequester might be replaced. 

"Since there's an absence of leadership on these critical 
fiscal issues from the president of the United States, from the 
Senate of the United States, at the very least, show us how this 
is going to work," Ryan said. 

McKeon added that details about the pending cuts could 
give the defense industry a needed heads-up, because many of 
those companies are suffering from the uncertainty about 
defense spending levels. 

"We are going to put thousands of people in jeopardy of 
[losing] their jobs," McKeon said. "This is already in motion." 
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House passage sends the bill to the Senate, which has not 
indicated whether it would consider the bill. The Obama 

administration had not released a statement on its opinion of 
the bill as of early Wednesday afternoon. 
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42. Companies Name Weapon Systems Vulnerable To DoD Cuts 
(DEFENSE DAILY 19 JUL 12) ... Emelie Rutherford 

Defense industry executives called for more clarity 
regarding potential across-the-board Pentagon budget cuts 
yesterday, warning lawmakers that programs for jets, 
helicopter, and ships could be harmed. 

Leaders of Lockheed Martin, EADS North America , 
Pratt & Whitney, and Williams-Pyro told a largely receptive 
House Armed Services Committee (HASC) that they are 
anxious about their employees and weapons systems because 
President Barack Obama's administration has provided scant 
information on how the so-called sequestration cuts could be 
implemented. 

They cited marquee programs they fear could be harmed 
under the potential cuts, including Lockheed Martin's F-35 
Joint Strike Fighter and Littoral Combat Ship (LCS) and 
EADS North America's UH-72 Lakota helicopter and Coast 
Guard aircraft. 

HASC Chairman Howard "Buck" McKeon (R-Calif.) 
called yesterday's hearing as he battles with both Democrats 
on a plan for replacing the sequestration cuts and with the 
White House to explain how the $500 billion reduction to 
planned defense spending would be implemented. 

Republicans and Democrats have not been able to agree 
yet on a budget-cutting plan to replace the politically 
unpopular sequestration cuts, which could cut $1.2 trillion in 
decade-long defense and non-defense spending starting next 
Jan. 2. The $500 billion in defense cuts are designed to be 
across-the-board, though some aspects of the Pentagon budget 
are exempt. The Budget Control Act calls for the sequestration 
reductions to trim the same percentage from every applicable 
defense program, project, and activity. 

Obama opposes the sequestration cuts and his Office of 
Management and Budget (OMB) has not yet provided details 
on how the cuts would be applied to the Pentagon budget. 
McKeon lamented yesterday that there is "a chaotic and 
uncertain budget environment for industry and defense 
planners." 

"Faced with the prospect of being forced to lay off 
workers, renegotiate contracts, disrupt production, and give 
bad news to shareholders, industry leaders have been 
attempting to get more guidance from the administration on 
how they will interpret and implement the law," McKeon said. 
He said he fears OMB won't issue implementing guidance 
regarding sequestration until November, and that will be 
"much too late" for industry. 

The four executives--Lockheed Martin Chairman and 
CEO Robert Stevens, EADS North America Chairman and 
CEO Sean O'Keefe, Pratt & Whitney President David Hess, 
and Williams-Pyro President Della Williams--named weapons 
programs they fear would be harmed by sequestration cuts. 

Lockheed Martin's Stevens said "undoubtedly" the F-35, 
the Pentagon's largest weapons program is a concern. He cited 
the LCS effort, for which his company has designed and built 
one of two seaframes. Stevens further said he is concerned 
about Lockheed Martin's portfolio of missile-defense 

programs and its classified and "intelligence-oriented" 
programs. 

EADS North America's O'Keefe said he "first and 
foremost" worries about how the UH-72 Lakota chopper 
would fare under sequestration, touting the program's good 
track record. 

EADS North America fears Coast Guard aircraft 
programs would be harmed by sequestration, because the 
company produces most of the service's helicopter and many 
of its cargo aircraft, he said. 

O'Keefe further cited concerns about the LCS, because his 
firm has a "very strong interest" in systems on the ships. 

Hess said Pratt & Whitney, before the potential 
sequestration cuts, is "already seeing significant engine-
delivery reductions in (its) legacy engine programs." Looking 
forward to sequestration, he said he has qualms about both the 
F-35 and new Air Force tanker, for which his firm does or is 
planning to supply engines. 

At Williams-Pyro, Williams said she is concerned about 
the test equipment the company manufacturers for aircraft 
including the F-16, F-15, F-18, A-120, F-35, F-22. 

The four executives said they all expected layoffs under 
sequestration. 

Lockheed Martin could layoff 10,000 employees, Stevens 
said. He acknowledged he derived that number through a 
rough "seat of the pants" estimate, because of the "limited 
information" available on how the defense cuts would be 
implemented. 

Some of the firms, meanwhile, plan to issue layoff-
warning notices. The Worker Adjustment and Retraining 
Notification (WARN) Act requires a 60-day notice to 
employees of pending layoffs, and states including New York 
law require 90-day notification. 

Stevens previously caused a stir by saying all employees 
could receive layoff warnings. He noted yesterday the Defense 
Contract Audit Agency faulted his firm for not notifying 
employees sooner than it did about layoffs that came after the 
Navy canceled its contract with it for the VH-71 presidential 
helicopter. 

EADS North America's O'Keefe said his firm believes it 
is compelled to issue so-called WARN notices. The company 
has already begun this process in a way, O'Keefe said, because 
it has been notifying members of Congress and state officials 
about potential EADS North America job losses in their states, 
he said. 

Pratt & Whitney does not know now if it would be 
required to notify employees under the WARN Act, Hess said, 
noting only 25 percent of its business is in defense. 

"So depending on what's happening in the other elements 
of the business, the commercial environment, we might have 
the potential, the opportunity to redeploy people," he said. Yet 
he said the situation is "far from certain" and the firm may 
have to reduce headcount. 
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Williams-Pyro has fewer than 100 employees and thus is 
not required to issue the warnings under the law, Williams 
said. 

Varying estimates exist for the impact sequestration cuts 
would have on the economy. In a report commissioned by the 
Aerospace Industries Association (AIA) released Tuesday, 
George Mason University professor Stephen Fuller estimates 

the first year of defense and non-defense sequestration cuts 
would cost the United State 2.14 million jobs. Yet Gordon 
Adams, a former Clinton administration official who teaches 
at American University, slammed the study as being "flawed." 

Acting OMB Director Jeffrey Zients and Deputy Defense 
Secretary Ashton Carter are scheduled to testify before the 
HASC about sequestration on Aug. 1. 
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43. Defense Executives Warn Of Dire Cuts 
(POLITICO 18 JUL 12) ... Austin Wright 

Defense industry executives on Wednesday railed against 
the Obama administration’s refusal to explain how it would 
carry out the looming, across-the-board spending cuts set to 
take effect next year and threatened to notify hundreds of 
thousands of employees that their jobs are at risk. 

For the House Republicans who called the hearing, it was 
a welcome message. 

And in a twist, Democrats also got the industry leaders 
testifying before the House Armed Services Committee to 
agree to a key Democratic position: Revenue increases should 
be considered as part of a deal to stave off the $1.2 trillion in 
automatic spending cuts, which would be nearly equally 
divided between domestic and defense programs. 

Pressed on the issue by Rep. Rob Andrews (D-N.J.), 
Lockheed Martin CEO Robert Stevens conceded that when 
facing challenging situations, “We try to put into the recipe 
every possible ingredient that might lend itself to the 
solution.” 

And Pratt and Whitney President David Hess said his 
“personal opinion” is that “everything’s got to be on the table 
at this point.” 

The automatic cuts would be rolled out over the next 10 
years, unless lawmakers reach a deal to avert them. The first 
round of defense cuts – about $55 billion – is set to take effect 
on Jan. 2. 

Industry leaders offered a bleak assessment of the nation’s 
economy if no action is taken to stave off the cuts, often called 
sequestration. Stevens, for instance, said the reduction in 
Pentagon spending would be “a blunt-force trauma to industry 
and to America.” 

“With just 167 days remaining until it is triggered, we 
have little insight as to how sequestration will be 
implemented,” Stevens said. “We have no insight into which 
programs will be curtailed, which sites will be closed, which 
technologies will be discontinued, or which contracts will be 
reformed.” 

In his prepared testimony, Stevens provided a “rough” 
estimate of the scope of the potential job losses. Lockheed 
Martin “might be required to lay off about 10,000 employees,” 
he said. “But which 10,000? And when? That is difficult to 
determine without additional guidance from the government 
that allows us to narrow the potential impacts.” 

The White House Office of Management and Budget has 
declined to provide guidance regarding its plans for carrying 
out the cuts, despite repeated requests from industry leaders 
and congressional Republicans. Earlier this month, Acting 
OMB Director Jeffrey Zients said in an opinion column in 

POLITICO that sequestration “wasn’t meant to be 
implemented” and urged Congress to reach a “balanced” 
deficit-reduction deal to avert the cuts. 

Zients has agreed to testify next month before the House 
Armed Services Committee. 

On Wednesday, EADS North America CEO Sean 
O’Keefe and Williams-Pyro President Della Williams also 
appeared before the committee, where all four of the industry 
leaders acknowledged the cuts likely would cause them to 
shed jobs. 

In addition, three of the executives confirmed they are 
required by law to provide employees 60 days of notice if 
they’re at risk of being laid off, which could lead to notices 
being sent to workers across the country right before the Nov. 
6 elections. Williams, whose company has about 90 
employees, said she believes Williams-Pyro is exempt from 
the requirement because of its small size. 

The four executives are major players in the defense 
aerospace industry, a powerful force in the drive to roll back 
sequestration. So far this election cycle, defense aerospace 
companies have contributed nearly $1.7 million to House 
Armed Services Committee members through their political 
action committees and employees, according to the Center for 
Responsive Politics. 

The Aerospace Industries Association, meanwhile, has led 
a push to highlight the potential damage the cuts could inflict 
on the economy. On Tuesday, the association unveiled a study 
projecting more than 2 million jobs would be lost as a result of 
next year’s cuts. 

Rep. Buck McKeon (R-Calif.), chairman of the Armed 
Services Committee and one of the most outspoken critics of 
the automatic cuts, called the hearing, in part, to ramp up the 
pressure on the White House and Senate Democrats to nix the 
defense portion of the cuts. 

“We’re overdue for guidance from the administration on 
how they interpret the law and plan to implement 
sequestration mechanically,” McKeon said. 

Democrats on the committee, however, blasted the GOP 
for what they said was blatant hypocrisy. 

Rep. Hank Johnson (D-Ga.), for one, said he could hardly 
believe Republicans were “holding hearings to talk about how 
reduced government spending would hurt jobs and the 
economy.” 

In a tense exchange, Johnson asked the executives 
whether they’d be willing to forego their savings under the 
Bush tax cuts as part of a deal to stave off the automatic cuts. 

All four declined to answer. 
Return to Index 
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44. Sequester Cuts Hit Home For Republicans 
(POLITICO 18 JUL 12) ... Kate Nocera and Austin Wright 

The looming across-the-board budget cuts that could put 
scores of Americans out of work next year are all President 
Barack Obama’s fault. 

That’s according to congressional Republicans — the 
majority of whom voted for the deal that laid the groundwork 
for the cuts in the first place. 

But Republicans who backed the sequester arrangement 
then aren’t making any apologies now. Staving off the 
catastrophic sequester cuts is on Obama and Senate 
Democrats, they say — even if they knew the developing 
standoff was a distinct possibility when they signed off on the 
sequester deal. It may have seemed like a fine idea at the time, 
but now that the reality of steep cuts to the military are coming 
into focus, Republican lawmakers don’t like what they see. 

Rep. Buck McKeon, the chairman of the House Armed 
Services Committee and one of the most outspoken critics of 
the automatic defense cuts, is one of the few members to 
admit he now regrets voting for the Budget Control Act. 

The California Republican “was assured by his leadership 
that the cuts won’t happen,” said his spokesman, Claude 
Chafin. Still, Chafin said, it’s the Democrats — and not GOP 
leaders — who are solely to blame. 

“What [McKeon] regrets — and I think what everybody 
regrets — is that when they voted for the Budget Control Act, 
the deal was that the other side, the president and Senate 
Democrats, would be honest brokers in negotiations,” Chafin 
added. “That never came to fruition.” 

Sen. Susan Collins (R-Maine) wouldn’t go so far as to say 
she regretted her vote but certainly didn’t like the situation 
Congress has now found itself in. 

“I was assured by leadership that when I agreed to vote 
for the Budget Control Act — which I did to prevent our 
country from defaulting on its obligations — that 
sequestration would never happen, that it was such a dire 
remedy that it would force the supercommittee to act, and 
obviously that proved not to be true,” Collins said. “Whether I 
would have voted the same way now, who knows, but I was 
very concerned about preventing a default.” 

With no solution in sight, the blame game on both sides of 
the Capitol has kicked into high gear. 

Sen. Jon Kyl (R-Ariz.) said it’s fair to pin the current 
situation on Democrats because he argues the 
supercommittee’s failure was their fault. He voted for the 
Budget Control Act because he firmly believed the 
supercommittee would come up with $1.2 trillion in spending 
cuts. 

“I knew how difficult sequestration would be, and I ended 
up supporting the overall budget deal,” said Kyl, who served 
on the supercommittee. “I couldn’t conceive of people being 
so pig-headed, so stubborn, so willing to see our economy go 
up in flames as apparently our Democratic friends are willing 
to be. I knew it would be political, but I didn’t think they 
would literally shoot the hostage.” 

Across the Capitol, House Minority Whip Steny Hoyer 
charged that Republicans are trying to “have it both ways” on 
the defense cuts. He said Democrats wanted a clean vote on 
increasing the debt limit but Republicans had insisted on 
imposing “a fiscal discipline.” Ninety-five Democrats joined 
174 Republicans to pass the law in the House. 

“They imposed a fiscal discipline, and now they don’t 
want to live with the fiscal discipline, so yes, now they want to 
have it both ways,” said Hoyer (D-Md.). “Their observation 
that sequestration will have a detrimental effect on defense is 
correct … It will also have a detrimental effect on Medicare.” 

Hoyer indicated that congressional Democrats would be 
willing to replace the sequester cuts if Congress could come 
up with a “bold, balanced plan.” 

“I think we can do that if the Republicans don’t walk 
away, as they have in the past, from reaching an agreement,” 
he said. 

Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid (D-Nev.) echoed that 
statement, telling reporters on Tuesday that the sequester 
could be avoided if Congress is able to “do what we were 
supposed to do” and come up with the $1.2 trillion in cuts. 

Republican leaders say they’ve been out front on the 
issue, contending they are the only ones who are working to 
stave off sequestration. 

“President Obama insisted on the defense cuts that his 
own secretary of defense says are irresponsible. Since then, he 
has undermined efforts at bipartisan deficit reduction while 
campaigning full time,” said Michael Steel, House Speaker 
John Boehner’s spokesman. “House Republicans have passed 
a sensible bill to replace these disastrous cuts. Where is 
Washington Democrats’ plan?” 

For Republican Rep. Scott Rigell, a freshman from a 
military-heavy district in Virginia, voting in August for a bill 
with the sequester wasn’t easy; he said he did so because he 
didn’t want the country to default. Since the failure of the 
supercommittee, he has repeatedly called on the president to 
come up with a plan to avoid the cuts. 

“There was a deadline on the debt limit and a failure to 
address that would have really hurt our economy,” he said. 
“Given the scenarios that were before us, I joined the 
bipartisan, bicameral effort in believing this was the best path 
forward at the time.” 

Rigell doesn’t think it’s productive to spend too much 
time reflecting on whether last August’s deal was a good one. 
What’s important now is for Obama to find a way out. 

“That’s all behind us. We deal with the reality in front of 
us, and this is a situation that can and must be addressed … 
Leadership is about looking ahead and being proactive; there’s 
enough time for us to come together and do what’s right,” he 
said. “The president has had a complete lack of leadership on 
this issue; he is silent.” 

Republicans who voted against the measure also find 
themselves in a tricky spot, having to walk a fine line between 
touting their own foresight and blaming GOP leaders for 
getting them into the current predicament. Rep. Mike Turner 
(R-Ohio), for instance, boasted that he anticipated the 
supercommittee’s failure, but he made sure to place the blame 
squarely on Obama. 

“I opposed the Budget Control Act because I didn’t 
believe the supercommittee would be successful without 
leadership from the president,” Turner said in an interview. 
“And that wasn’t coming.” 

Pressed on the issue, Turner explained that Boehner 
“reluctantly agreed” to the terms of the Budget Control Act, 
and he conceded, “there’s plenty of blame to go around.” 
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“But,” he added, “this structure was requested by the president in his stalemate over getting the debt limit raised.” 
Return to Index 
 
 

BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
45. Air Show Part Of First-Ever Navy Week 
(SIOUX FALLS (SD) ARGUS LEADER 17 JUL 12) ... Mike Huether 

The Sioux Falls Air Show is Saturday and Sunday, part of 
a full schedule of fleet week activities. 

Sioux Falls hosts its first-ever Navy Week today-July 28 
with community events, meet-and-greets and “jump-ins” by 
members of the Navy Leap Frogs Parachute team. 

The seven-piece Navy Band will perform at several 
locations, and dive teams will visit area swimming pools. The 
Navy Interactive Simulator will be set up at locations where 
visitors can check out live-action films, interactive video 
games and simulations of aircraft carriers and jet missions. 

Today, Rear Admiral Guadagnini is at a press conference 
previewing Navy Week with Mayor Mike Huether at 11:30 
a.m. at Veterans Memorial Park, 1201 W. Bailey St. 

Tonight, the Navy Band will perform at 6:30 p.m. at 
Catfish Bay, off Interstate 90. 

The free Sioux Falls Air Show will run from 8:30 a.m. to 
5 p.m. Saturday and Sunday at the Sioux Falls Regional 
Airport. The Blue Angels fly over at 2:15 p.m. 

Saturday is Navy Night at Sioux Falls Pheasants Game, 
featuring sailors in attendance, Navy-themed activities and the 
Navy Band performing at 6:05 p.m. 

The Navy Band (called Horizons) will join the Sioux 
Falls Municipal Band 8 p.m. Sunday at Terrace Park and will 
play after the parachute teams jump into the Great Plains Zoo 
from 10 a.m. to noon Monday. 

Later that day at the USS South Dakota Battleship 
Memorial, the Navy Band will sing the National Anthem and 
the parachute team will jump into the area from 2-3 p.m. 

See the Navy simulator from 5-8:45 p.m. Tuesday at the 
Terrace Park Pool. Navy divers and the Navy Band also will 
be there. On Wednesday, the simulators and divers are at the 
Drake Springs Pool from 5-7:30 p.m., at Spellerberg Pool 
from 1-2:30 p.m. and at Laurel Oak Pool 5-6:30 p.m. July 26. 

The Navy Band also performs 5-8 p.m. July 26 on the 
patio at Bros Brasserie. 

On July 27, you can visit soldiers and divers during a 
“Free Friday” Special Navy Week Event at Washington 
Pavilion’s Kirby Science Discovery Center from 5-8 p.m. A 
Navy Week Event also will take place Friday at Wild Water 
West from 1-3 p.m. 
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46. 2013 Air Show Aligned With Fleet Week 
(SOUTH FLORIDA SUN-SENTINEL 18 JUL 12) ... Robert Nolin 

The Lauderdale Air Show, a revamped version of the 
venerable barnstorming spectacle that tore up the sky for 13 
years ending in 2007, will soar into town next year on May . 4 
and 5. 

The dates, which Fort Lauderdale Mayor Jack Seiler 
announced Wednesday morning from the studios of Big 105.9 

FM, will coincide with the end of next year's Fleet Week. Last 
year's air show, which lost a day due to stormy weather, took 
to the skies a week earlier than the Navy ships' annual visit to 
Port Everglades. 

Next year's air show will run from noon to 4 p.m. both 
weekend days. 
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47. Havre De Grace's War Of 1812 Bicentennial Planning Group Holds Initial Meeting 
City will mark 200th anniversary of the British invasion next May 
(BALTIMORE SUN 18 JUL 12) 

A Havre de Grace committee held its first meeting last 
week to begin planning for city's commemoration of the War 
of 1812 bicentennial. 

City Councilman Bill Martin, the panel's chairman, began 
the meeting BY introducing a new logo designed by 
Elementary Design by Watson of Havre de Grace, with help 
from the Havre de Grace Office Tourism. 

"This logo was produced with a tag line to outline our role 
in the War of 1812. These terms, Resolve, Resilience, 
Remembrance, outline chapters of our story," Martin told the 
group, according to a news release from city government.. 

"We are excited to be able to display the logo design on 
letterhead, business cards, banners and flags to brand and 
build partnerships to tell our story and commemorate the War 
of 1812," Brigitte Peters, the city's manager of marketing and 
tourism, said. 

The committee will report to the mayor and city council 
with a schedule and events for the upcoming bicentennial 
celebration. 

At Monday's city council meeting, Martin mentioned the 
committee's first meeting and said the planning effort is "off to 
a great start" and said it has "a lot of great folks" representing 
different organizations. 

Martin said the committee is also looking for houses that 
existed during the War of 1812 and any families that have 
descendants from it. 

"We are really getting the ball rolling on this," he said. 
Havre de Grace was invaded by a British naval raiding 

party on May 4, 1813. The British pillaged the town and 
burned many of its buildings. 

Earlier this year, Mayor Wayne Dougherty, with the 
support of city council, appointed the temporary committee 
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with the task of coordinating the bicentennial celebration of 
the War of 1812. 

The committee consists of two members of the city 
council and one member from each of the following boards, 
commissions, museums or organizations: Havre de Grace 
Tourism Advisory Board, Economic Development Advisory 
Board, Historic Preservation Committee, Arts Commission, 
Lock House Museum, Friends of the Concord Point 

Lighthouse, Decoy Museum, Maritime Museum, 4th of July 
Committee, Havre de Grace Main Street Inc., Skipjack Martha 
Lewis, Steppingstone Museum, Havre de Grace library, 
Harford County Office of Tourism, Havre de Grace Chamber 
of Commerce, city staff, the American Legion and the VFW. 

The committee met last week to begin the planning efforts 
for the events for the commemoration of the War of 1812. 
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48. Arson Suspected In Oahu Navy Housing Fires 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 18 JUL 12) 

PEARL CITY, Hawaii — Honolulu police investigating 
several fires in a Navy housing complex have found a spray-
painted message suggesting arson was involved. 

A 12-year-old boy has been questioned in the weekend 
fires on the Pearly City Peninsula. 

The Honolulu Star-Advertiser reported Wednesday police 
won't provide details on the spray-painted message. 

The fires damaged cars and homes, prompting Honolulu 
police to be assigned to the complex to determine if they were 
intentionally set. 

Security officials at Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam and 
the Naval Criminal Investigative Service are also 
investigating. 
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49. Navy Memo About SD Pride Parade Causes Confusion 
Pride Officials Say They Understood That Approval Was Given For Soldiers, Sailors To Participate In 
Uniform 
(KGTV ABC SAN DIEGO 18 JUL 12) 

SAN DIEGO -- San Diego Pride officials were 
scrambling Wednesday to make sense out of a Navy memo 
that seemed to ban personnel from marching in uniform during 
this Saturday's parade. 

The confusion came after a memo from a top ranking 
Navy official in San Diego said, "The San Diego Pride 
coordinators recently announced on their website that service 
members have received approval from the Office of the 
Secretary of Defense and their commanding officers to march 
in the America's Pride Parade Military Contingent while 
wearing their uniforms. This is not accurate. There is no such 
authorization for the parade." 

The memo goes on to ask command staff to make sure all 
Navy rules are followed, to "keep our Sailors from running 
afoul of DOD and Navy policy during this weekend's event." 

Organizers of the San Diego Pride parade told 10News it 
was their understanding that approval had been granted, at the 
Pentagon level, for soldiers and Sailors to participate in 
uniform. The Navy memo seemed to refute that. 

"'Don't ask, don't tell' is either there or not," said Sean 
Sala, a retired Navy man who is helping organize the parade's 
military contingent. "The perception that a pride parade, being 
gay, being who somebody is, a cultural thing, that's political. 

That is an opinion and it's sad to see that there are people 
making their statements and their opinions based off their 
perception as opposed to what DOD policy says." 

Sala said members of the Air Force and Army have 
already received approval to march in uniform. 

The memo launched a flurry of phone calls and questions 
and after several hours resulted in this statement from Navy 
Region Southwest: 

Navy service members in the San Diego area are 
permitted to wear their uniforms while participating in the San 
Diego Pride Parade Saturday. They must remember they are 
still required to follow Navy and Defense Department 
regulations and policies regarding military uniforms and 
public events. The Commander, Navy Region Southwest, has 
made the determination based on Department of Defense and 
Navy regulations and policies. 

Military members are prohibited from wearing the 
uniform in activities that may bring discredit upon the Armed 
Forces, or give the appearance of furthering political 
activities, private employment, or commercial interest where 
an inference of official sponsorship may be drawn. 

More than 300 active-duty military have signed up to 
march in Saturday's parade in Hillcrest. 
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50. U.S. To Bring in Ospreys To Iwakuni Base 23 Jul 
(KYODO NEWS 19 JUL 12) 

TOKYO -- The United States has informed Japan that it 
will bring in Osprey military transport aircraft on Monday to 
the U.S. Marine Corps' Iwakuni Air Station, Japanese 
government sources said Thursday, in a move that is likely to 
stoke anger from residents near the base in Yamaguchi 
Prefecture amid mounting concerns about the plane's safety. 

After test flights at the base in the city of Iwakuni, the 
MV-22 Osprey is scheduled to eventually be deployed at the 

Marines' Futenma Air Station, situated in a crowded 
residential area in Ginowan, Okinawa Prefecture, to replace 
aging CH-46 helicopters. 

Deployment of the tilt-rotor aircraft to the Iwakuni base is 
likely to take place on Sunday, the sources said. 

Local governments and many residents in Yamaguchi and 
Okinawa are strongly opposed to the Osprey's deployment in 
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the wake of recent crashes of the plane in Morocco and 
Florida. 

While stressing that the government will seek the consent 
of local communities over the deployment, Chief Cabinet 
Secretary Osamu Fujimura indicated in a news conference that 
the procedures for accepting the Osprey into Japan will go 
ahead as planned. 

The central government is set to inform the Yamaguchi 
prefectural and Iwakuni city governments soon about the 
arrival of the Ospreys. 

Prime Minister Yoshihiko Noda said Monday the 
government has no choice but to accept the U.S. plan to 
deploy the MV-22 Osprey, drawing criticism even from within 
his ruling Democratic Party of Japan that the premier has 
underestimated the growing concerns about the safety of the 
aircraft and that the deployment plan should be reconsidered. 

Fears have also surfaced in the United States, with 
residents in New Mexico waging a campaign against the 
Osprey flight drills, citing issues connected to noise, safety 
and impact on the environment, according to a Yokohama-
based nonprofit organization. 

This led the U.S. Air Force to decide in June to postpone 
the drills, review the details of the training, and announce it at 
an early date next year, documents obtained by Peace Depot 
showed. 

Early this month, a civilian cargo ship carrying 12 
Ospreys set sail from San Diego for Iwakuni. 

The Japanese and U.S. governments have agreed not to 
conduct test flights of the aircraft at Iwakuni until more 
information comes out about a fatal crash April 11 in Morocco 
involving an MV-22 Osprey and a June 13 crash in Florida 
involving a similar CV-22 Osprey aircraft. 

After the aircraft's safety is ensured and test flights are 
conducted at Iwakuni, Tokyo and Washington plan to put 
Osprey flight operations in full swing by early October. 

Following the deployment to Futenma, several Ospreys 
will be dispatched every month to the Iwakuni base and Camp 
Fuji in Gotemba, Shizuoka Prefecture, for drills. 

The U.S Marines also plan to conduct low-altitude flight 
training of Osprey aircraft from three of Japan's four main 
islands -- Honshu, Shikoku and Kyushu. 
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51. Palace Rejects Return Of U.S. Bases 
(ABS-CBN NEWS (PHILIPPINES) 18 JUL 12) ... Willard Cheng and Jojo Malig 

MANILA, Philippines - Malacañang on Wednesday 
thumbed down alleged proposals to allow the return of U.S. 
military bases in the country to protect Philippine territory. 

Presidential spokesman Edwin Lacierda said the alleged 
proposal would violate the Constitution that prohibits foreign 
bases in the country. 

"The Constitution forbids the stationing or the 
establishment of bases in the Philippines. To establish bases in 
the Philippines would not be consonant to the constitutional 
provision," he reiterated. 

The Obama administration unveiled in January a new 
security strategy that involves the strengthening of U.S. 
military forces in the Asia-Pacific. 

However, U.S. officials have downplayed building new 
military bases in allied countries. 

U.S. Defense Secretary Leon Panetta earlier told a 
Singapore forum that by 2020, 60 percent of U.S. warships, 
including 6 aircraft carriers, would be assigned to the Asia-
Pacific region, up from the current 50 percent. 

"We have a strong presence now in the Pacific, but we’ll 
continue to strengthen that presence over the next five to 10 
years," Panetta said, according to a U.S. Department of 
Defense transcript. 

"We want to do that through a key element of our new 
strategy which is developing these innovative rotational 

exchanges and deployments that we’ve already begun to do in 
Australia, that we’re working on in the Philippines," he said, 
citing Washington's treaty alliance with Manila. 

"We want to strengthen our power projection as well. 
We’re going to be having a higher proportion of our forces 
that will be located in the Asia-Pacific," he said. 

The former Clark and Subic military bases could be used 
as a springboard for U.S. military forces amid America's new 
push in the Asia-Pacific and the backdrop of the Philippines' 
territorial dispute with China, a top U.S. official has also 
revealed. 

Admiral Jonathan Greenert, U.S. Chief of Naval 
Operations, told media in a Pentagon briefing on June 27 that 
American and Filipino forces may hold regular surveillance 
flights to monitor Philippine waters. 

"You've just mentioned Subic Bay. Clark Air Base, we -- 
we do maritime domain awareness flights monthly with the 
Philippine armed forces. That might be a potential (move)," he 
said. 

Greenert said the U.S. also has current "access to an 
extraordinary number of places" in the Asia-Pacific and may 
look to ask for repair and supplies for U.S. ships, aircraft, and 
troops visiting countries such as the Philippines. 
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NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
52. No Charges For Military In Prostitution Scandal 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 18 JUL 12) ... Lolita C. Baldor 

WASHINGTON — Seven Army soldiers and two 
Marines have received administrative punishments, but are not 
facing criminal charges, for their part in the Secret Service 
prostitution scandal in Colombia this year, The Associated 
Press has learned. 

U.S. officials said that one Air Force member has been 
reprimanded but cleared of any violations of the Military Code 
of Justice. And final decisions are pending on two Navy 
Sailors, whose cases remain under legal review. 
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U.S. Southern Command, headed by Gen. Douglas Fraser, 
conducted the investigation into the military members' 
involvement in the April incident, which brought shame to the 
elite presidential protection force and unearthed revelations of 
other episodes of misconduct within the Secret Service. 

The military service members, all enlisted personnel, 
were assigned to support the Secret Service in preparations for 
a visit to the coastal resort of Cartagena by President Barack 
Obama. All of the military had behind-the-scenes roles and 
were not directly involved in presidential security. 

The U.S. officials spoke about the investigation on 
condition of anonymity because the results have not been 
released. Military officials were expected to brief Congress 
members on the matter. 

Of the nine who were given administrative punishments, 
three have asked for courts martial, which would provide them 
with a public trial to contest the decision, U.S. Southern 
Command said in a statement. Military members have the 
right to turn down administrative punishments and instead 
seek trial. 

A dozen Secret Service officers, agents and supervisors 
were implicated in the Colombia scandal. Eight have been 
forced out of the agency, three were cleared of serious 
misconduct and at least two employees are fighting to get their 
jobs back. 

The misconduct became public after a dispute over 
payment between a Secret Service agent and a prostitute at a 
Cartagena hotel on April 12. The Secret Service was in 
Cartagena for a Latin American summit before Obama's 
arrival. 

All the alleged activities took place before Obama arrived 
in Cartagena for meetings with 33 other regional leaders, but 
the scandal overshadowed his visit. 

In the military, nonjudicial or administrative punishments 
can take a wide variety of forms, from docking service 
members' pay or confining them to quarters to assigning them 
additional duties for a certain length of time. In some cases, 
administrative punishments can be career-ending, or delay or 
prevent promotions. 

Written reprimands often are letters placed in service 
member's files and would suggest a less serious offense. Initial 
reports suggested that some of the military members violated 
their curfew, but no other details were released. 

Defense officials have said that Fraser was chosen to 
handle the investigation and hand out the punishments because 
the incident happened in his command area and that it would 
ensure that the discipline was equal across the services. 

The military usually does not publicly disclose details of 
administrative punishments. 
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53. House Votes To Allow DoD To Keep Sponsoring NASCAR 
(THE HILL 18 JUL 12) ... Pete Kasperowicz 

The House on Wednesday night removed language in the 
2013 Department of Defense spending bill that would have 
prevented DOD from sponsoring NASCAR or other sporting 
events as part of its recruiting efforts. 

The funding limitation language was placed in the bill by 
Reps. Jack Kingston (R-Ga.) and Betty McCollum (D-Minn.), 
when the bill was in committee. But House Armed Services 
Committee Chairman Buck McKeon (R-Calif.) said he would 
raise a point of order against it on the floor. 

Rep. Steve Palazzo (R-Miss.) raised that point of order 
Wednesday evening, and it was successfully upheld by the 
presiding officer. 

Kingston and McCollum knew the amendment would get 
kicked out, and prepared an amendment to the bill adding it 
back in. But that amendment was rejected late Wednesday in a 
close 202-216 vote in which most Republicans opposed it and 
most Democrats supported it. 

The amendment was the subject of a lengthy debate 
earlier in the day, in which Kingston charged that DOD speeds 
$72 million, supposedly on recruiting efforts, but has no way 
to measure whether the effort works. 

"This program has no accountability," Kingston said. "In 
February, our office… asked the Pentagon, what are your hard 
numbers? If you're spending $72 million sponsoring major 
sports programs, what are you getting out of it? 

"And they couldn't come up with it," he said. "Now, that 
disturbs me as a fiscal conservative, because I want to believe 
that if the Pentagon is spending that much money on 
something, they can defend it." 

McCollum added that the Army tested its recruiting 
efforts related to motor sports, and found it wasn't working. 
The Army stopped NASCAR sponsorship earlier this year. 

"It doesn't work, and that's why the Army has dropped it," 
she said. 

But several members from both parties defended DOD's 
ability to sponsor sporting events in a bid to win recruits. 

"I think it's highly inappropriate for this Congress to get 
into the business of specifying how best the National Guard, 
or whatever branch, should spend their dollars on recruiting," 
Rep. Patrick McHenry (R-N.C.) said. 

Rep. Sue Myrick (R-N.C.) added that the Kingston-
McCollum language would not have the effect of saving any 
money. 

"The biggest issue here is, this approach is not going save 
a dime in the long run, because when recruitment goals aren't 
met… the military pays out nearly $1 billion a year in extra 
recruitment bonuses to maintain needed recruitment numbers," 
she said. 

A vote on the effort by Kingston and McCollum to place 
the language back into the bill is expected later Wednesday 
night. 
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54. About-Face On Awards Database 
In wake of Supreme Court ruling, DoD considers move to deter fakers 
(NAVY TIMES 23 JUL 12) ... Andrew Tilghman 

After years of rejecting the idea, the Pentagon is now 
considering the creation of a publicly accessible database of 
military valor awards as a way to deter military fakers. 

The change of heart comes as some key lawmakers — 
including Sen. Jim Webb, D-Va., chairman of the Senate 
Armed Services Committee’s personnel panel — move to 
restore criminal penalties for people who wear medals they did 
not earn. 

The Pentagon’s internal review follows the Supreme 
Court’s June decision to strike down the 2006 law that made it 
a federal crime to lie about receiving military medals. The 
high court said the law violated the First Amendment right to 
free speech. 

But the justices acknowledged that preserving the 
integrity of military honors is important. They specifically 
suggested that the Defense Department help create an online 
database where the public could check on job applicants, 
politicians and others who claim to be decorated heroes. 

Now the Defense Department agrees that may be a good 
idea. 

“We are exploring the option of standing up a database of 
valor awards,” Pentagon spokesman George Little said July 
10. “We have not arrived at a conclusion yet, but that process 
is ongoing.” The study will be spearheaded by Erin Conaton, 
the Pentagon’s undersecretary for personnel and readiness, 
Little said. 

The decision to consider the database reverses the 
Pentagon’s long-standing dismissal of the idea. As recently as 
July 5, a top official said there were no plans to revisit the 
matter based on a 2009 study that concluded such a database 
was not viable because of privacy concerns and personnel 
records that burned in a 1973 fire. The scope of a potential 
database remains unclear. “We are talking about not just 
Medals of Honor but a wide range and a very large number of 
other awards,” Little said. 

Including a broader group of medals, such as service 
crosses and the Silver Star, would make the database more 
effective, but Little said the goal would be to ensure there is 
“integrity to the data.” Today, most valor awards and records 
are handled locally by individual commands. 

The Supreme Court pointed to several nongovernment 
efforts to create a database, such as the Military Times Hall of 

Valor, which has more than 105,000 citations of post-Civil 
War medals, including all Medals of Honor and virtually all 
second-tier valor awards — the Distinguished Service Cross, 
Navy Cross and Air Force Cross. 

Advocates for a large-scale database say the Pentagon is 
overstating the challenges. 

Doug Sterner, curator of the Military Times Hall of Valor, 
estimates that compiling the kind of comprehensive database 
the Supreme Court referred to would cost about $10 million. 
That would cover the costs of hiring a team of data-entry 
workers to type and digitize existing unclassified government 
records. 

On July 10, Webb, a former Navy secretary and Marine 
combat veteran who served in Vietnam, introduced the 
Military Service Integrity Act, which would create criminal 
penalties for falsely claiming to have served in the military or 
been awarded a medal. To comply with the Supreme Court’s 
objections to the Stolen Valor Act, Webb’s bill could apply 
the penalties to people who try to secure a tangible benefit or 
personal gain from claiming military service or the award of a 
medal. 

Sen. Scott Brown, R-Mass., and Rep. Joe Heck, R-Nev., 
introduced similar legislation last year, the Stolen Valor Act of 
2011, in anticipation of the Supreme Court striking down the 
law. 

“Profiting from the misrepresentation of military service 
or the award of a decoration or medal for personal gain 
undermines the value of service and is offensive to all who 
have stepped forward to serve our country in uniform,” Webb 
said in introducing his bill. 

He said his legislation would not violate the First 
Amendment. 

The penalty for false claims for personal gain would be a 
fine, up to six months in jail, or both, Webb aides said. It 
would apply to falsely claiming to have served in the military 
or to have earned a medal, ribbon, decoration or other military 
device. 

This would apply in several circumstances, such as lying 
about military service on a job résumé, falsely running as a 
veteran for political office, filing for undeserved veterans 
benefits or any other action that would produce financial 
benefits or attempts to improve personal credibility. 
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55. USS Edson Prepares For Departure 
Ship enthusiasts can escort Edson onboard the Grayfox for final stretch to Saginaw River 
(BAY CITY (MI) NEWS 18 JUL 12) ... MacKenzie Burger 

PHILADELPHIA, PA —The waters are calm in the 
Philadelphia Naval Shipyard, and the tugboat crew tasked with 
delivering the USS Edson destroyer to Bay County hopes this 
is a good sign for the journey ahead. 

"We just killed the shore power, and now we're waiting 
for the two tugs to arrive," said Joe Elser, able seaman of the 
tugboat Colonel. "The plan was to leave at 11 a.m., and that is 
still the plan." 

Two tugboats will guide the destroyer about four miles 
out of the shipyard, where Colonel — the lead tug — plans to 

wait for ship. Here, the Edson is going to be tied to Colonel, 
and another tugboat will tail the procession. 

Colonel belongs to a fleet of tugboats operated by Dann 
Ocean Towing out of Tampa, Fla, and it arrived yesterday to 
the shipyard where the USS Edson is located. 

"Once the two tugs bring the destroyer out to us, the 
deckhands jump on the ship, retrieve the lines and secure 
them," Elser said. "We'll prepare for sea, hook up the tow and 
away we'll go — it should be nice and smooth." 

Once underway, the estimated two-week voyage spans 
2,436 miles of ocean and freshwater. The tugboat-led route of 
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the Edson heads north from Philadelphia around Nova Scotia 
and into the St. Lawrence Bay. From here, the ship travels the 
St. Lawrence River through Lake Erie, Ontario and Huron 
before docking in its final destination, the Saginaw River. 

Mike Kegley, president of the Saginaw Valley Naval Ship 
Museum, said that the Navy Sea Cadet Ship Grayfox is going 
to escort the USS Edson in the final stretch of the trip from 
Port Huron to Bangor Township. 

Ship enthusiasts have the option to travel onboard the 
Grayfox to escort the destroyer for $500. Lieutenant 
Commander of the Grayfox, Bill Barnhardt, said the cost 
covers fuel and food. 

"It's going to be fun, but we have to play the departure by 
ear — when the Edson gets to the mouth of the Detroit River, 
then we should know what time she would come to Port 
Huron," Barnhardt said. "That's about 60 miles, which usually 
takes eight or nine hours." 

The trip from Port Huron to the Saginaw River averages 
19 hours when traveling at the speed of the Edson, around 
seven knots. The Grayfox will have a regular (non-cadet) crew 
of five for the trip, with a 32-person total capacity. 

"People who come onboard will do everything the cadets 
do," Barnhardt said. "They will run the ship, plot the course, 
cook the meals and sleep on the ship." 

The USS Edson will be moored near the Independence 
Bridge Boat Launch, where it will serve as the floating 
centerpiece of the Saginaw Valley Naval Ship Museum. In 
April, the Navy announced it was donating the ship to the 
museum. 

USS Edson was launched on Jan. 4, 1958, and its first 
deployment was to the Western Pacific in January 1960. It 
served during the Cold War and was deployed to Vietnam 
three separate times, during which it earned multiple 
Meritorious Unit Citations. 
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OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
56. Sequestration Set To Damage Defense As No Enemy Could 
Time running out for avoiding financial crisis 
(WASHINGTON TIMES 18 JUL 12) ... Phil Dunmire 

As a maritime nation and with more than 90 percent of 
global commerce traveling our world’s oceans and seas, the 
United States is facing a serious threat. This time, the threat is 
not coming from pirates, rogue nations or extremists — this 
threat to freedom of our seas is coming from our own 
Congress. 

Those in the maritime community and industry know it is 
our nation’s sea services — the Navy, Coast Guard, Marine 
Corps and U.S.-flagged Merchant Marine — that help ensure 
freedom of the seas. Many often take this for granted or may 
not even realize the critical role our sea services provide on a 
daily basis. Though the conflict in Afghanistan is drawing 
down, it is by no means finished.Likewise, the threats on the 
open seas and at critical chokepoints around the world remain 
ever-present. Our national command authority has committed 
our armed forces to a renewed focus and dominant presence in 
the Pacific — the world’s largest maritime domain. As our 
global commitments and threats have increased, our nation is 
facing unprecedented defense cuts through a process called 
sequestration that will devastate our ability to provide 
deterrence and power projection, upsetting the balance that 
makes would-be aggressors think twice before engaging with 
the United States. 

The defense and maritime industries are being 
jeopardized from within. When the Joint Select Committee on 
Deficit Reduction failed to find a savings agreement, the 
Budget Control Act of 2011 mandated $487 billion in security 
cuts over the next 10 years and included a small but 
devastating provision that will trigger $1.2 trillion in 
automatic spending cuts, effective January 2013. An estimated 
$492 billion of those cuts will come from security spending in 
the Departments of Defense and Homeland Security, the 
National Nuclear Security Administration and other defense- 
and intelligence-related programs. The bottom line is, 
programs related to our nation’s defense will absorb half of 
the sequestration costs despite being just 19 percent of the 
national spending budget. 

Not only is the sheer size of those cuts — about $54 
billion a year, equal to two years’ worth of all Defense 
Department shipbuilding and maritime systems — a massive 
problem, but the implementation is leaving budget planners 
stumped. Nobody knows how those cuts will be applied or 
even the exact amount. The Office of Management and 
Budget has issued no guidance, and the Pentagon has stated 
that it is not making plans for sequestration. The law requires 
that the cuts be distributed uniformly at the program, project 
and activity level across every budget account. This directive 
only adds to the confusion. 

Cuts will go into effect automatically in January, and so 
far, Congress has done nothing to stop them. With a recess 
session quickly approaching, followed by elections and then a 
lame-duck session, time is running out quickly. Many of those 
in the homeland security and defense industries are 
anticipating the worst. Because of long-lead contract 
requirements, industry already is preparing for layoffs. Those 
layoffs will have draconian effects. They will impact our 
already fragile economy and job market and in the long run 
will result in lost critical capabilities and expertise. 

Only a legislative solution can stop this from going 
forward, but Congress is behaving as though this is a problem 
that can be handled later. So why, given the size and 
problematic implementation, was this piece of legislation 
allowed to pass in a Congress that normally recognizes the 
precarious world we live in and the need for a strong defense? 
Simple — it was never intended to happen. The prospect of 
such large cuts applied so indiscriminately with no regard to 
strategic priorities was intended to be so horrifying that the 
Joint Select Committee on Deficit Reduction would be forced 
to compromise. That did not happen, and now Congress is left 
to deal with the mess it created for itself. 

The Navy League of the United States is a nonpartisan 
organization dedicated to ensuring that our nation has strong 
and viable sea services. Our mission is to educate the 
American people and our elected officials of this need to 
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further our nation’s safety, peace and prosperity. In the world 
we live in, budget cuts are inevitable, but those cuts need to be 
applied intelligently and judicially. We urge Congress to stop 
sequestration. How members can reach this bipartisan 
consensus is for them to determine. They must not reach 
compromise in the lame-duck session, but as soon as possible. 
Now is not the time to signal to our allies and to our foes that 

we are not willing — or that we lack the capability — to fulfill 
our global commitments now or in the future. Congress, do 
your job. 

Phil Dunmire is national president of the Navy League of 
the United States. 
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BBLLOOGGSS::  
57. EXCERPTS FROM BLOGS AROUND THE WORLD 
(PUBLISHED 16– 19 JUL 12) 

 
Pushing the Fleet to the Breaking Point, For What 

Exactly? by Galran from Information Dissemination, July 
17 

This is not how we should be celebrating the early 
retirement of the USS Enterprise (CVN 65). 

The Navy will deploy the aircraft carrier USS John C. 
Stennis and its strike group four months early and shift its 
destination to the U.S. Central Command area of 
responsibility, DOD officials said here today. 

The deployment late this summer is in response to Central 
Command’s requirement for an extended carrier presence, 
Pentagon Press Secretary George Little said. The move affects 
5,500 Sailors aboard the Stennis and the Aegis cruiser USS 
Mobile Bay. 

Last week, Defense Secretary Leon E. Panetta approved a 
request from Central Command commander Marine Corps 
General James N. Mattis to accelerate Stennis’ deployment. 
“The decision will help support existing naval force 
requirements in the Middle East and reduce the gap caused by 
the upcoming departure of the USS Enterprise Strike Group,” 
Little said. “It is in keeping with our long-standing 
commitments to the region.” 

Aircraft carrier strike groups provide commanders with 
ample and flexible air assets to enhance interoperability with 
partner nations and maintain strong military-to-military 
relations as well as respond to a wide variety of contingencies, 
Little said. 

The Bremerton, Wash.-based Stennis strike group was 
due to deploy at the end of the year to U.S. Pacific Command. 
The group returned from duty in the Middle East in March. 

The accelerated deployment to the Central Command area 
of responsibility is not aimed at any specific threat. “In 
keeping with Centcom’s requirements, this is a very important 
region for our defense strategy,” Little said. “We’ve had a 
presence in the region for decades and we have a range of 
interests that this extension of our capabilities will support.” 

Nor, he said, is the deployment a direct response to 
tensions with Iran. The U.S. military is “always mindful of the 
challenges posed by Iran, but … this is not a decision based 
solely on the challenges posed by Iran,” Little said. 

Currently the USS Enterprise and USS Abraham Lincoln 
carrier strike groups are deployed to U.S. Central Command. 
The USS Eisenhower Carrier Strike Group is due to relieve 
the Lincoln group shortly. The Stennis group will relieve 
Enterprise. 

The Navy continues to operate at a high operational 
tempo in order to meet U.S. security needs around the world,. 

“Our deployment strain is as great as or greater today than it 
has been at any time in the past 10 years,” a Navy official said. 

Sailors and their families have been informed of the 
change, Little said. Navy officials looked at a wide range of 
options to ensure Navy commitments and combatant 
commander mission requirements are met and to lessen the 
impact of schedule changes. 

The carrier strike group will be ready to deploy even 
given the accelerated timeline, Little said. “The U.S. Navy is 
well-equipped to ensure our Sailors are trained and ready for 
this deployment,” he said. 

Navy leaders understand the operational and personnel 
impacts this accelerated deployment will have. These include 
training cycle adjustments, crew and family uncertainty and 
reductions to quality of life port visits. 

As more information becomes available, the Navy will 
release it, officials said, noting defense leaders are “committed 
to keeping Sailors and their families informed about current 
and future deployments to the best of our ability.” 

The Stennis will be deployed for eight months, meaning 
the original 6 month Western Pacific deployment scheduled 
for later this fall is now an eight month deployment in the 
Middle East only a few weeks away. And for a reason the 
DoD can't explain, except to say it's not specific to Iran, Navy 
families get screwed over yet again. If it really is not specific 
to Iran, something is very wrong. 

The Kearsarge deployment last year was eight months. 
The Bataan deployment last year was eleven months. The 
Lincoln, to be relieved any day now, departed Naval Station 
Everett on December 7, 2011, and won't arrive in Norfolk 
until mid-August; eight months. Eisenhower, which will 
relieve Lincoln, is on a nine month deployment. Now Stennis, 
leaving four months early will be on an eight month 
deployment. I'm sure I forgot a few long deployments among 
those... 

Someone needs to tell the President no, or maybe the 
President needs to tell General Mattis no. The very real issue 
is, if the United States is not about to fight a war with Iran, the 
U.S. Navy is going to wear out their equipment pretending to 
fight Iran, and the toll on people is very real.We are reducing 
the number of carriers and amphibious ships at a time we are 
clearly pushing them at an operational tempo higher than at 
anytime ever, including the cold war? WTF? The Bataan, 
which returned in February, has the second longest 
deployment by a U.S. Navy ship since World War II! 

Hey Congress, wake up! That's a red flag! 
What exactly is the Navy killing itself for? If these long 

deployments aren't a domestic political agenda to avoid a 
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public spat between the President and General Mattis, then the 
answer must be these deployments are intended to prevent war 
with Iran. There really is no middle ground here, because there 
really can't be any other justification for this type of persistent 
operational tempo where Admirals are constantly bitching in 
public (rightfully, good for them!) about the high operational 
tempo - but when it comes time to just get back to a normal 
operational tempo, those same Admirals refuse to stand up to 
someone and push the fleet further down the dark path. 

Bottom line, those Admirals are only saying yes for one 
of two reasons: either because the need for the CVN is a 
legitimate reason of state specific to the prevention of war, or 
the reason is specific for the sake of their own job - in other 
words they lack the guts to say no to a politician, and that 
probably goes double in an election year where saying no 
would have a political amplification impact. I guess it's better 
the Sailors and their families bend over backwards so 
Admirals don't have to strain themselves, or something like 
that. 

Or maybe we really are legitimately on the brink of war 
with Iran, and General Mattis is keeping the peace in the 
Middle East one extended aircraft carrier deployment at a 
time. I suppose it's possible - color me a skeptic, but that is 
scary if true. Either way, at what point are the tens of 
thousands of Navy Sailors going to find a single DC reporter 
with the guts to ask a tough question? 

 
Bibi Blames Iran for Terror Attack While U.S. Navy 

Waits Offshore by Spencer Ackerman from Danger Room 
(WIRED), July 18 

For at least a year, the U.S. has tried to keep Israel from 
attacking Iran, usually by arguing that sanctions on Tehran are 
working and that American can hit harder if it comes to a 
fight. It’s a delicate balance, especially since President Obama 
and Prime Minister Benjamin Netanhayu trust each other only 
slightly more than they trust Iranian President Mahmoud 
Ahmadinejad. Now Iran might have upset the balance — even 
though Iran has an entire arsenal of U.S. guns floating just off 
its shores. 

On Wednesday, a terrorist attack killed at least seven 
Israeli civilians vacationing in Bulgaria. Netanyahu 
immediately blamed Iran, and promised a “strong response 
against Iranian terror.” 

Maybe Iran pulled the trigger. Maybe it didn’t. 
Netanyahu’s defense minister, Ehud Barak, was far less 
categorical. He said the attack was saying “initiated probably 
by Hezbollah, Hamas, Islamic Jihad or another group under 
the terror auspices of either Iran or other radical Islamic 
groups.” Regardless, he promised to “settle the account” with 
whoever was responsible for the strike. 

If Iran actually was behind the attack, it did so in spite of 
having a massive amount of U.S. naval power aimed at it. The 
U.S. has quietly but persistently built up a massive naval 
presence around Iran that outclasses most of the world’s 
navies. It’s about to launch a huge exercise with over 20 
nations that will demonstrate how to defeat an anticipated 
Iranian tactic. And this doesn’t even get into anything the U.S. 
does with Israel. 

Even before word of the Bulgaria attack reached the 
Pentagon, Defense Secretary Leon Panetta gave Iran his best 
come-at-me-bro. Should Iran decide to close the Strait of 

Hormuz, a chokepoint for global oil shipping, he said, “We’ve 
invested in capabilities to ensure that the Iranian attempt to 
close down shipping in the Gulf is something that we are 
going to be able to defeat.” 

And how. On Monday, the Navy and U.S. Central 
Command announced that they’re going to call the aircraft 
carrier USS John C. Stennis back to the Mideast four months 
ahead of schedule, so the Navy can maintain two aircraft 
carrier strike groups near Iran for the foreseeable future. No 
other nation on earth has two full-sized aircraft carriers; the 
Navy is parking two of them near Iran as an unsubtle threat. 

It’s not just the carriers. Over the past several months, the 
Navy has sent a lot of hardware to the Persian Gulf. Extra 
patrol craft retrofitted with Gatling guns and missiles. Littoral 
Combat Ships. Minesweepers. MH-53 Sea Stallion 
helicopters. Advanced torpedos. A new kind of underwater 
drone. A new kind of floating base. A new special-operations 
task force. 

Beyond that, two months from now, 20 nations will come 
together for a ten-day naval drill practicing how to defeat 
mines placed in Mideast waterways. The Pentagon swears that 
the exercise has nothing to do with Iran, but that’s nonsense. 
Mining the Strait of Hormuz is a recent theme of Iranian 
rhetoric, and nothing will spur nearly two dozen countries into 
concerted action faster than the disruption of 20 percent of the 
world’s oil. For ten days in September, Iran will watch lots of 
militaries practice how to defeat it. 

On the other hand, Iran might have good reasons for 
thinking an attack on Israel made sense. Its nuclear scientists 
— who are civilians, remember — keep getting killed. The 
Stuxnet worm targeting its nuclear infrastructure was all-but-
officially outed as U.S.-Israeli collaboration, as was the 
complex piece of spyware known as Flame. Elements within 
the regime might think the U.S. doesn’t respond forcefully to 
Iranian provocations. 

All of these things can be true. Nations miscalculate their 
interests all the time. But none of that changes the objective 
fact that the stronger party is floating off the coast of Iran, and 
it’s building strength in the region by the day. 

 
From Russia With Love? China vs. India Carrier 

Showdown by James R. Holmes from Flashpoints (The 
Diplomat), July 16 

James Holmes is an associate professor of strategy at the 
U.S. Naval War College. 

There’s a pronounced aerial component to Asia’s march 
to the seas. 

The Indian Navy’s newest aircraft carrier, the soon-to-be-
commissioned INS Vikramaditya, recently took to the Barents 
Sea for its second shakedown cruise. After putting the ship 
through its paces, the Russian shipyard Sevmash will 
reportedly deliver it to the Indian Navy at year’s end—
culminating a prolonged, painful, sometimes comical overhaul 
process that converted the Soviet “aircraft-carrying 
cruiser”Admiral Gorshkov into a more conventional flattop 
featuring a ski jump for vaulting short-takeoff warplanes into 
the skies. 

Meanwhile, China’s first carrier, the Soviet-built vessel 
formerly known as Varyag, is underway for itslongest sea 
trials since first casting off lines last summer. It will reportedly 
cruise the Bohai Sea for 25 days. Whether New Delhi and 
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Beijing intend to build blue-water fleets around carrier task 
forces is no longer in question. They do, and they are. 

Which aspiring sea power has the advantage in carrier 
aviation, China or India? 

Tough to say. 
China’s People’s Liberation Army Navy (PLA Navy) 

probably gets the nod from a purely material standpoint, 
whereas the Indian Navy holds the edge in the all-important 
human dimension. 

One caveat. I’ve come to doubt how meaningful side-by-
side comparisons of armaments are when abstracted from their 
larger political, strategic, and geographic context. They have 
an unearthly feel. Battle is the arbiter of which force is 
superior. Myriad factors like geographic distance, logistics, 
the number and capability of escort ships, and the availability 
and striking power of shore-based fire support shape tactical 
engagements. Indeed, they can decide the outcome. 

Think about it. If the two fleets met in the China seas, 
Chinese commanders would bring not just the PLA Navy 
surface fleet but short-range submarines, aircraft flying from 
airfields ashore, and land-based anti-ship missiles to bear—
massing far more firepower than the fleet alone could manage. 
The pattern would reverse itself if a clash took place in the 
Bay of Bengal. Indian commanders could hurl additional 
assets into the fray, taking advantage of short distances to the 
theater and nearby manpower, land-based platforms, and 
bases. 

It cannot be repeated too many times: sea power is more 
than the navy. It’s hard to isolate and measure two navies’ 
relative combat power short of assigning them a set of 
coordinates far from either belligerent’s shores—how about 
the Weddell Sea, adjacent to Antarctica, or the South 
Atlantic?—and instructing them to meet there to fight it out. 
That would come close to excluding all external variables. In 
other words, it’s hard to run a controlled experiment to gauge 
naval power. 

All of that being said, it’s worth examining each platform 
to see what it may bring to a sea fight. 
TheVikramaditya/Gorshkov displaces about 45,000 tons fully 
loaded—that is, including the air wing, the crew, fuel, stores, 
and everything else a man-of-war needs to ply the briny deep. 
For comparison’s sake, that’s a tad bigger than a U.S. Navy 
Essex-class fleet carrier of World War II vintage. It 
approximates the dimensions of today’s big-deck U.S. Navy 
amphibious assault ships (LHA or LHD). 

The Varyag, on the other hand, weighs in at a bit over 
67,000 tons fully loaded. That’s roughly the size of the 
modernized USS Midway, the retired supercarrier that now 
adorns the San Diego waterfront as a museum ship. Size 
matters. With bigger hulls comes greater hangar and flight-
deck space, and thus the capacity to accommodate a larger, 
more diverse air wing. 

And to be sure, the Varyag will reportedly carry about 26 
fixed-wing combat aircraft—the official People’s Daily 
speculated that J-15s will operate from its deck for the first 
time during the ongoing shakedown—and about 24 
helicopters. (I hem-and-haw on the exact figures because an 
air wing’s composition is not fixed. The U.S. Navy has 
experimented with various configurations over the years.) 
TheVikramaditya/Gorshkov’s complement is a more modest 
16 tactical aircraft—Mig-29Ks were part of the package deal 

for the ship—and 10 helicopters. The Chinese carrier’s 
fighter/attack force, then, is over half-again as large as its 
Indian counterpart’s. Quantity isn’t everything, but it is 
important in air-to-air combat. Advantage: China. 

It’s worth pointing out, however, that both ships are 
modest in capability relative to their nuclear-powered U.S. 
Navy brethren, each of which displaces over 100,000 tons and 
can carry an air wing numbering some 90 fixed- and rotary-
wing aircraft—nearly double the complement for the Varyag. 
It’s also worth recalling that both ships are Soviet relics, and 
that the Soviet Navy never quite got carrier aviation right. 
Whether Russian or Chinese shipwrights have managed to 
correct any lingering design defects remains to be seen. 
Whatever the case, it’s fair to say that Beijing and New Delhi 
are fielding what some wags term “starter carriers” in the 
Varyag and Vikramaditya. Both navies are pursuing 
indigenously built carriers for their future fleets. 

My guess is that the Indian Navy commands a significant 
advantage over the PLA Navy in the domains of airmanship 
and seamanship. As the late U.S. Air Force colonel John Boyd 
liked to quip, machines don’t fight wars; people, ideas, and 
hardware—in that order!—are the determinants of competitive 
enterprises. There is a reason we call it a trial of arms. Many 
outcomes are possible when human wills interact. 

Indians seem to excel at air power. U.S. Air Force pilots 
who face off against their Indian counterparts in mock combat 
rave about the skills and panache of Indian airmen. And while 
the Vikramaditya is a new class of flattop and the MiG-29K a 
new aircraft for the Indian Navy, carrier operations are 
nothing new for the navy. The service has operated at least 
one flattop for over half a century. For example, INS Viraat, 
aCentaur-class vessel built for Britain’s Royal Navy, has 
served in the Indian fleet for a quarter-century. In short, Indian 
mariners are steeped in a naval-aviation culture that the 
Chinese are only starting to instill. Advantage: India. 

Both Chinese and Indian flattops—like all warships, and 
indeed all weapon systems—remain “black boxes” until 
actually used in battle against real opponents pounding away 
at them. This is true even of the U.S. Navy, which fought its 
last major fleet engagement at Leyte Gulf in 1944. Payloads, 
weapon ranges, and sensor characteristics can look impressive 
on paper, but weaponry often underperforms the technical 
characteristics reported in the pages of Jane’s Fighting Ships. 
Faulty manufacturing, inadequate doctrine or tactics, and less-
than-proficient users are only some of the countless variables 
that can open a chasm between promise and performance. 

Observers must keep trying to appraise how platforms 
will perform in real-world combat. But let’s do so while 
keeping the political, strategic, and operational context in 
which battle takes place squarely in view. Numbers tell only 
part of the tale. 

 
Defense industry plays the jobs card by Michael 

Hoffman from DoD Buzz, July 17 
Standing up and trying to explain how sequestration and 

the resulting defense cuts are a bad thing because the Air 
Force can’t buy planes and the Army will lose soldiers is 
going right over the public’s head. Three out of four 
Americans want to see the Pentagon take a healthy cut in these 
fiscally austere times, according to a survey done by the 
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Program for Public Consultation, the Center for Public 
Integrity and the Stimson Center. 

Instead, the defense industrial base hopes they can grab 
Americans’ fleeting attention spans with a report Tuesday 
morning that states sequestration will force defense companies 
to fire more than 1 million Americans. At 10 a.m. Tuesday, 
the Aerospace Industries Association will release a study done 
by a George Mason professor that states that sequestration will 
almost certainly cost America 1.09 million jobs over the next 
year and put another 600,000 federal jobs at risk. 

AIA President Marion Blakey will stand up with U.S. 
Sen. Kelly Ayotte,R-N.H., and U.S. Sen. Jeanne Shaheen, D-
N.H., and explain how the U.S. can ill afford to lose a million 
jobs when unemployment continues to sit above 8 percent. Of 
course, playing the jobs card is nothing new for the defense 
industrial base. Defense industrial execs such as Lockheed 
Martin’s Bob Stevens have already stood on their soap boxes 
and warned Congress that they will have to send slips in the 
mail warning their employees about massive layoffs four days 
before the national election. 

Defense companies are very publicly declaring the threat 
of massive layoffs and then more quietly talking about their 
strategies to keep top talent in their work force and not 
running off to the Google’s of the world. Defense News spoke 
to a host of top execs at the Farnborough Airshow about the 
threats of sequestration and how they plan to keep their work 
forces intact. 

What is immediately striking is Lockheed Martin’s 
practice of video taping employees on the assembly line to 
protect the company from the massive layoffs they saw in the 
‘90s. Production came to a halt in some cases because they 
lost too many experienced workers who knew how to do the 
nuanced jobs found in production, Defense News writes. 

The piece explains how defense industry executives don’t 
want to give their employees a reason to polish off their 
resumes and seek employment outside the military realm. 
They understand that once you get that ball rolling it’s hard to 
stop the momentum. Not to mention the fear it puts in 
potential future employees at a time when the defense 
industrial work force needs to get younger. 

Expect more studies and more press conferences to talk 
jobs instead of bullets and fighter jets to sell Americans on the 
threat of sequestration. This isn’t the ‘80s in the heat of the 
Cold War with the Soviet Union lurking. Most Americans 
want the U.S. out of Afghanistan. They want to hear about 
getting more Americans back to work and fixing the economy. 

The question then becomes whether its healthy to keep 
building up a military just too keep people employed. When 
did the Pentagon become a jobs program? 

 
Driving Down Cost per Target by Chris Rawley from 

Information Dissemination, July 18 
Constant questions on the cost of future military 

acquisitions and operations are inevitable given the current 
fiscal environment. Ultimately, the effectiveness of systems 
we buy is determined on the battlefield. A rough way to 
measure this effectiveness is the cost of destroying a single 
target with a munition. In July’s Proceedings the CNO 
provides some examples of these ratios: 

“In modern warfare, precision standoff weapons such as 
Tomahawk or the joint standoff weapon are now more cost-

effective in many situations than short-range gravity bombs 
such as the joint direct attack munition (JDAM). A Tomahawk 
missile, for example, costs about $1.2 million, while a JDAM 
is about $30,000. To strike a single target, however, the total 
training, maintenance, and operations cost to get a manned 
aircraft close enough to deliver the JDAM is several times 
higher than the cost of launching a Tomahawk at the same 
target from a destroyer, submarine or aircraft operating several 
hundred miles away.” 

The comparison isn’t perfect; however, as the same article 
discusses how many aimpoints per sortie today’s aircraft 
carrying precision munitions are capable of destroying 
compared to their predecessors. Furthermore, ignoring other 
variables, such as the total lifecycle and DOTMLPF cost of 
these aircraft/weapons systems combinations introduces error 
into these costs per aimpoint calculations. Still, the concept is 
worthwhile for macro-comparisons. 

As another example, during Iraqi Freedom, the 
magnificently deadly CBU-105 sensor fused munition enabled 
half century old B-52s to decimate Republican Guard tank 
divisions rather economically. Each cluster bomb cost about 
$500,000 and carries 40 infrared guided explosively formed 
penetrators. Today, a B-1 bomber can carry enough CBUs in a 
single sortie to destroy 1,200 armored vehicles. Although the 
data isn’t readily available to prove the supposition, I’d 
venture a guess that a B-1 sortie is a lot cheaper (and less 
risky) than destroying the same armored division with an 
Army HBCT and the huge logistics, security, and 
infrastructure tail associated with that formation. 

Asymmetry At Sea 
In naval engagements, cost ratios appear to favor the 

asymmetric attacker. The majority of U.S. Navy combat 
damage sustained since 1950 was the result of cheap, mostly 
antiquated mines. Increasingly, this type of asymmetry is 
available and preferred by non-state actors. The attack against 
USS Cole killed 17 Sailors and resulted in a quarter of a 
billion dollars worth of damage from a suicide boat which 
probably cost a few thousand dollars to acquire. Clearly, 
insurgents and terrorists can achieve a disproportionate 
amount of damage against a modern navy compared to their 
investments. 

In the future, we must find ways to reverse the 
asymmetry. Delivering ordnance to an air, ground, or sea 
target in a more cost effective manner should be a goal of 
future weapons acquisition programs and in the development 
of operational concepts. Many variables are at play including 
the type and importance of the target, whether or not the 
electromagnetic spectrum and air supremacy are challenged, 
etc. In simplest terms, engaging a mobile target generally 
consists of three steps: 1) finding and positively identifying 
the target; 2) fixing or tracking the target, and 3) delivering 
ordnance to achieve the desired effects (destruction, mission, 
or mobility kill). In the maritime realm, the platforms that 
execute these three steps vary broadly and may include air, 
surface, and subsurface platforms, both manned and 
unmanned. In some cases, a single platform finds, tracks, and 
engages a target, while in others, the detect-to-engage 
sequence is performed via combination of organic and non-
organic assets. These concepts date back to the days of WWII 
and before, but as we’ve migrated to singularly more 
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expensive aircraft, ships, and weapons systems, cost parity has 
declined relative to likely future enemies. 

Distributed maritime operations using smaller, relatively 
less expensive platforms or units (such as NSW, NECC, 
unmanned vehicles, or offshore patrol craft) cueing precision 
stand-off weapons launched from a centralized platform, such 
as a ground battery, SSGN, or other “arsenal ship” from over-
the-horizon are one way to shift the cost factor back to 
something more sustainable. Drone swarms are another 
concept with the potential to disrupt current targeting models 
as discussed here and here. Although these smaller drones 
may not sink a modern naval combatant, achieving a mission 
kill is entirely possible. What else can the Navy do to 
economize the DTE sequence going forward? 

The opinions and views expressed in this post are those of 
the author alone and are presented in his personal capacity. 
They do not necessarily represent the views of U.S. 
Department of Defense, the U.S. Navy, or any other agency. 

 
Military’s New Disaster Relief Tools: Robo-Cranes, 

Paraglider Drones by Lorenzo Franceschi-Bicchierai from 
Danger Room (WIRED), July 18 

The U.S. military wants to help out during a humanitarian 
crisis. And they want paraglider drones and robotic cranes to 
do it. Allow us to explain. 

The Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency and 
defense contractor Raytheon want to turn regular cargo ships 
into high-tech humanitarian aid platforms equipped with 
propeller-driven paraglider drones, easily mountable robotic 
cranes and unmanned amphibious cargo boats. 

Raytheon announced a new innovative system on 
Wednesday called “Tactically Expandable Maritime Platform” 
(TEMP), a program funded by a Darpa contract awarded in 
January 2011. The company refused to disclose the dollar 
amount of the contract. 

The goal of this program is to design a system to quickly 
transform and retro-fit container ships designed only to 
transport containerized goods so that they will be able to assist 
in humanitarian missions, freeing up military resources. 

Raytheon Darpa TEMP Program Manager, Dennis 
Hansen, explained to Danger Room how this system would 
work. After a disaster, Raytheon would load on the ship goods 
and gear that were already set up at various ports around the 
world, ideally in less than a day. 

Among the devices that would go on the ship, Raytheon 
has designed unmanned modular cranes to offload and move 
containers directly on the ship, drones called ParaFoils, and 
mission modules to house 80 to 100 crew members. Hansen 
says all this stuff could be loaded on the ship and ready to go 
in less than 24 hours. 

This high-tech gear will allow the ship to remain two to 
five miles offshore and send in goods either via sea or air. An 
amphibious platform, called CAT — for “Cargo Amphibious 
Transport” — could be deployed to deliver entire containers to 
the shore, even in the absence of a usable port. Hansen 
estimates that they could transport roughly a million pounds 
per day. The unmanned aerial vehicles, the ParaFoils, will be 
able to take off in less than 100 feet and carry 3,000 pounds. 
Potentially, with several drones, they could deliver 125,000 
pounds of goods a day. 

It’s the Pentagon’s latest effort to show off its 
humanitarian commitment. In the past, it’s tried assault ships 
full of doctors, do-good service groups, or a system that drops 
thousands of small foam-packages containing water into 
disaster zones. 

“With the TEMP System, Raytheon hopes to provide the 
U.S. Navy with the ability to both address humanitarian aid 
requirements and keep core naval assets focused on primary 
warfighting and training missions,” said Joe Biondi, vice 
president of Advanced Technology for Raytheon’s Integrated 
Defense System, in a company press release. The important 
part here is “hopes to provide.” The project is still in a very 
early stage. 

Raytheon has already tested a smaller scale version of the 
ParaFoils, and says is now going to build its full scale version, 
as well as the crane’s full scale version. However, Hansen 
wasn’t able to estimate when TEMP might be ready to be fully 
deployed or even tested. On paper, TEMP sounds like a great 
program, but it remains to be seen if creative gizmos like 
paraglider drones or robotic cranes can really help when 
disaster hits. 

 
Saving lives: Navy hospital corpsmen by Cpl. Isaac 

Lamberth from Navy Medicine Live, July 18 
Cpl. Isaac Lamberth serves at Marine Corps Air Station 

Miramar, 3rd Marine Aircraft Wing. 
The Bastion Role 3 hospital is known in Helmand 

province for its superb medical care and the extraordinary 
talent of its medical staff. 

Completing a three-week tour at the hospital, two Sailors 
from Marine Wing Headquarters Squadron 3 gained combat 
life-saving experience and were able to apply their training 
while there. 

Navy Petty Officers 3rd Class Nicholas Becker and 
Joshua Blanchard, hospital corpsmen with the squadron, began 
working at the Bastion-based hospital hoping to put their 
medical training to use. 

They would soon be put to the test as the hospital 
regularly receives combat injuries. 

Known to some simply as ‘Role 3,’ the code for the top 
echelon of medical care provided, the Bastion hospital is the 
only one of its kind in Regional Command Southwest and one 
of three in the entire country. 

The hospitals are staffed with a variety of medical 
specialists, ranging from intensive care doctors to radiologists 
and surgeons, who see a wide range of injuries. 

While there, the duo’s medical skills and knowledge were 
put to the test. 

“We saw a lot of critical injuries come in,” said Becker, a 
native of Independence, Iowa. “Some of these guys just got 
out of engagements and really needed our help.” 

Becker said the diversity of the hospital was a bit 
overwhelming, but he adapted and believes it will benefit him 
in the long run. 

“I was a bit apprehensive when I first got there because of 
all the different countries that work there and the different 
procedures that are used,” he explained. “I was used to 
working alone and doing battlefield medicine. I had to change 
the way I was doing things and work as a team. Everyone on 
the team has a part to do and it took me a while to get used to 
that and not just think of it as a one-man show.” 
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Members of the United Kingdom, Estonia, Netherlands, 
U.S. Army and numerous service members from other 
countries make up the staff of the Role 3. Becker believes the 
diversity of the staff benefited him and gave him a new 
appreciation for working with a coalition of forces. 

Blanchard, a Carson City, Nev., native, said saving 
people’s lives helped him feel like he was making a 
difference. 

He said one of the most rewarding experiences he had 
was when a seven-year-old boy arrived at the hospital with a 
gunshot wound to the chest and survived. 

“To me, seeing him live after all he had been through … 
it was an amazing sight,” he said. 

Riding on the heels of the 114th birthday of the Navy 
Hospital Corps, a bit of pride resides inside both Sailors. 

“We were the only Navy guys there in the entire 
hospital,” Becker said. “Not only that, but our birthday was 
coming up and it sends a feeling of pride through you that men 
and women before you have been doing this for over a 
hundred years. We’re still continuing that tradition of saving 
lives on the battlefield.” 

Upon completing their time at Role 3, Becker and 
Blanchard have both resumed their normal duties within the 
squadron. 

With real-life trauma experiences under his belt, Becker 
hopes to apply his new knowledge in future endeavors. Becker 
said he plans to apply to Marine Special Operations Command 
or the Navy SEALs. 

Blanchard said the knowledge he gained in the three 
weeks at Role 3 will follow him for the rest of his time in the 
Navy. 

 
Subs, destroyers and SEALs — 4 ways the Navy’s 

going Hollywood by Kevin Lilley from The Scoop Deck 
(Navy Times), July 17 

The less-than-stellar box office performance of 
“Battleship” (avoid the rush; pre-order your DVDs now) isn’t 
stopping a surge in Navy-themed television and film 
productions. Here’s a quick look at four Sailor-heavy releases 
headed to a movie theater or TV set near you. 

1. Last Resort 
When and where: Thursdays this fall, 8 p.m., ABC 
What: The fictional USS Colorado is ordered to nuke 

Pakistan. The commander disobeys the order and is relieved. 
The sub is shot at by other American forces, escapes to a 
tropical island, then fires a missile toward Washington. And 
that’s just the three-minute preview. Don’t believe it? 

Who: Starring sub captain Andre Braugher (“Homicide”), 
XO Scott Speedman (“Felicity”) and Master Chief Robert 
Patrick (bad guy from “Terminator 2″). 

Wait, what?: Judging by the preview, Hollywood’s 
women-on-subs integration program is moving slightly faster 
than the Navy’s. 

Summary: Apparently, the world’s gone crazy and a 
group of people on an island (after surviving a disaster) try to 
figure out where they fit in — it’s worked for ABC before. 
But will nuclear missiles, government treachery and island-
themed firefights play during the 8 p.m. family hour on 
network TV? It’s a risk, but you can only air “Dancing with 
the Stars” so many times. 

View Trailer (RT: 2:52) 

2. The Last Ship 
When and where: TNT, now in pilot/development stages 
What: Why remake a board game when you can remake 

a work of post-apocalyptic fiction? According to Deadline: 
Hollywood, TNT hopes this adaptation of an 80s-eraWilliam 
Brinkley novel about a destroyer’s crew in the aftermath of 
nuclear war will find a place in the network’s “We know 
drama” lineup. 

Who: Deadline doesn’t list any potential on-camera stars, 
but producer/director Michael Bay (“Transformers,” 
“Transformers 2,” etc.) is heavily involved in the project, 
which should speed the approval process. 

Wait, what?: A Cold War period piece about surviving 
Armageddon — do you air that before the buddy-female-
crimefighters show or before the buddy-dude-lawyers show? 

Summary: It’s all about adaptation — taking the best bits 
from Brinkley’s book and updating them for a modern 
audience. Also, if “Last Resort” hits, “The Last Ship” risks 
being seen as a copycat Navy-crew-in-nuclear-peril show, 
even with source material from last millennium. 

3. Zero Dark Thirty 
When: In theaters Dec. 19. 
What: Filmmaker Kathryn Bigelow (“The Hurt Locker”) 

reportedly began working on a modern-day special operations 
thriller about the hunt for Osama bin Laden months before 
May 2011, when the Navy’s SEAL Team 6 gave her a 
suggested ending. 

Who: Kyle Chandler (“Friday Night Lights”), Mark 
Strong (bad guy from “Sherlock Holmes,” bad guy from 
“Robin Hood,” etc.). 

Wait, what?: How do you tell the inside story about such 
a top-secret mission? According to a report by Judicial Watch, 
you get inside access. 

Summary: If the movie’s a hit, expect more controversy 
over whether the government shared too much. If it’s a flop, it 
might be because reports say the film focuses more on the 
strategic aspect of special operations and less on the shooting. 

4. Code Name: Geronimo 
When: No release date set. 
What: See No. 3 above, but replace “less on the 

shooting” with “more on the shooting.” 
Who: Freddy Rodriguez (Grindhouse’s “Planet Terror”), 

Cam Gigandet (“Twilight”), rapper-actor Xzibit. But the 
highlight of the IMDB.com cast list is the character names: 
Stunner, Cherry, Trench and Mule, for starters. 

Wait, what?: Deadline reports The Weinstein Company 
could get this film into theaters before “Zero Dark Thirty,” 
which might help buzz as the bin Laden raid becomes an 
election-year talking point. IndieWire puts a finer point on that 
logic (Harvey Weinstein’s an Obama supporter) here. IMDB 
pegs the release date as 2013, however. 

Summary: Rushing a movie to meet a political-
advertising window? Not a good sign. But being the first to 
tell the bin Laden story on the big screen might be more 
important than being the best at it, from a box-office 
standpoint. 

 
Faces of the Fleet from Navy Live, July 18 
“Faces of the Fleet” takes a look at YOUR Navy 

operating forward. These images represent the greatest 
Sailors in the greatest Navy in the world leading from the deck 
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plates, and completing missions around the globe. This is your 
fleet and these are your Sailors! Hooyah, Navy!! 

 Cryptologic Technician (Collection) 3rd Class Nicole 
Roderick makes preparations to anchor while aboard 
the guided-missile destroyer USS Jason Dunham 
(DDG 109) during Sea Breeze 2012 (SB12). 

 Aviation Ordnanceman Airman Sheila Guerrero, 
right, and Fireman Recruit Jayson Baker, both 
assigned to USS Constitution furl the foretopsail 
aboard the Friendship of Salem. (U.S Navy photo by 
Seaman Michael Achterling/Released) 

 Damage Controlman 3rd Class Ryan Collier receives 
his enlisted surface warfare specialist pin aboard the 
Ticonderoga-class guided-missile cruiser USS Cape 
St. George (CG 71). 

 Boatswain's Mate 1st Class Ryan Abbott rides a 
boatswain's chair between the amphibious transport 
dock ship USS New York (LPD 21) and the Military 
Sealift Command fleet replenishment oiler USNS 
Rappahannock (T-AO 204) during his re-enlistment 
ceremony as part of a replenishment at sea. 

 Aviation Support Equipment Technician 3rd Class 
Carlos Garcia, left, and Aviation Support Equipment 
Technician 2nd Class Uziel Beltran troubleshoot a 
flight deck scrubber aboard the multipurpose 
amphibious assault ship USS Iwo Jima (LHD 7). 

 Operations Specialist 3rd Class Daniel Godwin, from 
Milton, Fla., stands watch in the Combat Information 
Center aboard the aircraft carrier USS Enterprise 
(CVN 65). 

View Gallery (6 Photos) 
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On This Day In The Navy: 
1944: Secretary of Navy orders African American women accepted into Naval Reserve. 
 

TOP STORIES: 
1. Pressure On For Navy’s Futuristic Warship 
Third in littoral combat line represents lessons learned from 2 prototypes 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 19 OCT 12) ... Jeanette Steele 

The warship Fort Worth arrived in San Diego for the first time Thursday, but it already faces performance pressure. 
 

2. China's Navy Drills Amid Isles Dispute With Japan 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 19 OCT 12) ... Gillian Wong 

BEIJING -- China flexed some maritime muscle in its dispute with Japan over a chain of uninhabited islands, holding naval 
exercises in the East China Sea on Friday to demonstrate its ability to enforce its territorial claims at sea. 

 
3. U.S. Military Vows New Measures In Okinawa After Suspected Rape 
(REUTERS 18 OCT 12) ... Phil Stewart 

WASHINGTON -- The U.S. military said on Thursday it would soon announce new measures to "ensure responsible behavior" 
by American troops on Japan's southern island of Okinawa, after the suspected rape of a Japanese woman threatened to strain ties 
between the allies. 

 

ASIA – PACIFIC: 
4. U.S. Commander In Japan Apologizes For Rape Case 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 19 OCT 12) ... Elaine Kurtenbach 

TOKYO — The commander of U.S. forces in Japan apologized Friday for a case in which two American Sailors allegedly raped 
a woman in Okinawa, and said all U.S. military personnel in the country will now be subject to a curfew and other restrictions. 

 
5. Japan, U.S. To Cooperate To Eliminate Crimes by U.S. Servicemen 
(KYODO NEWS 19 OCT 12) 

TOKYO -- Japan and the United States agreed Friday to cooperate with each other in efforts to eliminate crimes committed by 
U.S. servicemen stationed in Okinawa, which hosts the bulk of U.S. military facilities in the country, Japanese Defense Minister 
Satoshi Morimoto said. 

 
6. Ships, Subs Shift At Pearl Harbor 
In tune with defense policy, the Navy is placing 60 percent of its fleet in the Pacific 
(HONOLULU STAR-ADVERTISER 18 OCT 12) ... William Cole 

A sea change is coming to the fleet at Pearl Harbor. 
 

7. Chinese Warships Move Away From Senkakus, But Tensions Remain 
(ASAHI SHIMBUN 18 OCT 12) 

Japanese and Chinese officials downplayed the appearance of Chinese warships off Okinawa Prefecture, but their words also 
showed that the situation surrounding the disputed Senkaku Islands remains volatile. 

 
8. China Bolsters Lift As Regional Tensions Increase 
(DEFENSE NEWS 18 OCT 12) ... Wendell Minnick 

TAIPEI — Competition from rivals such as the Philippines and Vietnam for the vast oil and fishing resources of the South China 
Sea has pushed China to expand its airlift and sealift capabilities with new cargo/transport aircraft and landing ships. 
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9. Korea To Boost Naval Capacity Amid Regional Arms Race 
(CHOSUN ILBO (S.KOREA) 19 OCT 12) 

The Navy it plans to build nine 3,000-ton class KSS-III submarines for deployment in 2020, it said Thursday. The government 
has set aside W2.7 trillion (U.S. $1=W1,104) for the project. 

 

MIDEAST: 
10. Turkey And Egypt Seek Alliance Amid Upheaval Of Arab Spring 
(NEW YORK TIMES 19 OCT 12) ... Tim Arango 

ISTANBUL — With war on Turkey’s borders, and political and economic troubles in Egypt, the two countries have turned to 
each other for support, looking to build an alliance that could represent a significant geopolitical shift in the Middle East prompted by 
the Arab Spring, uniting two countries with regional ambitions each headed by parties with roots in political Islam. 

 
11. Seized By Rebels, Town Is Crushed By Syrian Forces 
(NEW YORK TIMES 19 OCT 12) ... Anne Barnard and Hwaida Saad 

BEIRUT, Lebanon — The town of Maarat al-Noaman in northern Syria was just last week the scene of a major victory for the 
insurgents, who drove government forces from checkpoints at a crucial crossroads on a major highway, apprehended scores of 
soldiers, celebrated atop captured armored vehicles and declared the town “liberated.” 

 
12. Qaeda Leader Reported Dead In Yemen Attack 
(NEW YORK TIMES 19 OCT 12) ... Nasser Arrabyee 

SANA, Yemen — A drone fired on a group of people preparing to attack Yemeni troops on Thursday, killing at least nine, 
including a man identified as a leader of the local branch of Al Qaeda, according to Yemeni and security officials, who said the 
aircraft was American-operated. 

 

AFGHANISTAN: 
13. U.S. Sees Potential For Wider Anti-Taliban Uprising 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 18 OCT 12) ... Robert Burns 

AB BAND, Afghanistan -- Fed up with the Taliban closing their schools and committing other acts of oppression, men in a 
village about 100 miles south of Kabul took up arms late last spring and chased out the insurgents with no help from the Afghan 
government or U.S. military. 

 

AFRICA: 
14. Suspect In Libya Attack, In Plain Sight, Scoffs At U.S. 
(NEW YORK TIMES 19 OCT 12) ... David D. Kirkpatrick 

BENGHAZI, Libya — Witnesses and the authorities have called Ahmed Abu Khattala one of the ringleaders of the Sept. 11 
attack on the American diplomatic mission here. But just days after President Obama reasserted his vow to bring those responsible to 
justice, Mr. Abu Khattala spent two leisurely hours on Thursday evening at a crowded luxury hotel, sipping mango juice on a patio 
and scoffing at the threats coming from the American and Libyan governments. 

 
15. Panetta: New Africa Command Leader To Be Nominated 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 18 OCT 12) ... Lolita C. Baldor 

WASHINGTON — An Army general with extensive experience in the wars in Afghanistan and Iraq is being nominated by 
President Barack Obama to lead the military's Africa command, Defense Secretary Leon Panetta said Thursday, amid growing U.S. 
worries about terrorism and unrest in that region. 

 

AMERICAS: 
16. Frigate Carr Recovers $26M Worth Of Cocaine In Pacific 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 19 OCT 12) 

NORFOLK -- A Virginia-based Navy ship has recovered about $26 million worth of cocaine that was thrown overboard by 
suspected drug smugglers in the eastern Pacific Ocean. 

 

ARCTIC: 
17. Arctic Thaw Brings New Security Worries 
(LOS ANGELES TIMES 19 OCT 12) ... Kim Murphy 

BARROW, ALASKA -- In past years, these remote gray waters of the Alaskan Arctic saw little more than the occasional cargo 
barge and Eskimo whaling boat. No more. 
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CNO TRIP: 
18. CNO Summarizes RSS Panel Session 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 19 OCT 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Kyle P Malloy, Chief of Naval Operations Public 
Affairs 

VENICE -- Chief of Naval Operations (CNO) Adm. Jonathan Greenert summarized the session he chaired at the 9th Regional 
Seapower Symposium (RSS) for the Navy of the Mediterranean and Black Sea Countries at the Italian Naval War College, Oct. 18. 

 

PERSONNEL: 
19. Military Members Face Student Loan Debt Problems 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 18 OCT 12) ... Lolita C. Baldor 

WASHINGTON — Members of the military are having trouble grappling with the confusing patchwork of student loan benefits 
they can receive and often end up taking on tens of thousands more dollars in debt than they needed to, says a new government report. 

 
20. DoD To Cut Tricare Prime In 5 West Areas 
(NAVY TIMES 18 OCT 12) ... Patricia Kime 

The Pentagon is moving ahead with plans to slash its network of Tricare Prime providers, starting by eliminating the Prime option 
in three states and two cities in the Tricare West region. 

 

AIRCRAFT CARRIERS: 
21. Carrier Enterprise Makes A Sentimental Journey 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 19 OCT 12) ... Mike Hixenbaugh 

ABOARD THE ENTERPRISE -- A young Sailor looked out through a smudged window while steering the world's oldest 
nuclear-powered aircraft carrier toward a pastel orange sunrise on the Mediterranean Sea. 

 

SUBMARINES: 
22. Sub Cost Must Continue To Fall, Admiral Says 
(NEWPORT NEWS DAILY PRESS 19 OCT 12) ... Michael Welles Shapiro 

FALLS CHURCH —The Navy admiral overseeing submarine construction said Thursday that if the price tag for building the 
newest vessels remains where it is today, there will have to be cutbacks to the Virginia-class program. 

 

AVIATION: 
23. International Backing For F-35 Hasn’t Been Stronger, Says Lockheed Official 
(FLIGHTGLOBAL (UK) 18 OCT 12) ... Craig Hoyle 

LONDON -- Lockheed Martin is on track to deliver a total of 30 F-35 Joint Strike Fighters to three nations during 2012, as 
company officials wait on the potential impact of a new round of domestic spending cuts threatened by Congress. 

 
24. Serene About Scene 
A new Navy blimp, very safe and smaller than the Hindenburg, explores area of the tragedy 
(PHILIADELPHIA INQUIRER 19 OCT 12) ... Edward Colimore 

At 178 feet long and 56 feet high, the massive airship dwarfed members of the ground crew Thursday as they strained to hold on 
to tethering lines like so many Lilliputians trying to control Gulliver. 

 

INFRASTRUCTURE / INSTALLATIONS: 
25. Commissaries Could Face Sequestration Axe 
Sequestration's Threat to Commissaries; Retiree Cola Set 
(MILITARY UPDATE 18 OCT 12) ... Tom Philpott 

Taxpayer support of base grocery stores this fiscal year would fall by $130 million, or 9.4 percent, if Congress fails to reach a 
debt-reduction deal by Jan. 2, its deadline to avoid arbitrary budget cuts mandated by the sequestration mechanism in last year's 
Budget Control Act. 

 
26. Navy To Go After Rats, Mold In Gitmo Legal Offices 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 18 OCT 12) ... Ben Fox 

GUANTANAMO BAY NAVAL BASE, Cuba -- Legal offices that are so contaminated with mold and rat droppings that lawyers 
in the Sept. 11 terrorism trial have been getting sick will get a full clean-up and be evaluated by safety experts, a military official said 
Thursday. 
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27. Navy's Impact On HR Economy Tops $14.9B 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 18 OCT 12) 

NORFOLK, Va. -- The Navy says its economic impact in Hampton Roads grew by $1.5 billion in the past fiscal year. 
 

LEGAL: 
28. Somali Territorial Waters Disputed In Murder Case 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 18 OCT 12) ... Brock Vergakis 

NORFOLK -- A federal judge may have to rule how far Somalia's territorial waters extend to determine whether the U.S. has the 
jurisdiction to prosecute three Somalis with the murders of four Americans aboard their pirated yacht. 

 

POLITICS: 
29. Nearing Election Day, Pentagon Goes Radio Silent 
(THE E-RING (FOREIGN POLICY) 18 OCT 12) ... Kevin Baron 

With the presidential election less than three weeks away, many civilian and military officials in the Pentagon fearing even a toe-
touch in the electrified political pool have gone radio silent. 

 

COMMENTARY: 
30. All Of Japan Must Share Okinawa's Pain, Frustration Over U.S. Bases 
(ASAHI SHIMBUN 19 OCT 12) ... Editorial 

A woman who was raped by two men, both strangers, when she was 24 years old, wrote the following account of the effects of 
her ordeal: "Whenever I wept in the privacy of a women's room stall, I had to hold a handkerchief over my mouth and grit my teeth to 
stifle my sobs. Over time, weeping silently became second nature." 

 
31. Benghazi’s Overlooked Lesson: The Militia-Ization Of Libya 
(WASHINGTON POST 18 OCT 12) ... Max Fisher 

From the first days of the Libyan conflict, Western leaders who wished to intervene against dictator Moammar Gaddafi’s brutal 
crackdown faced a problem: Who would fight back? No outside country had the appetite for a ground invasion, and though the Libyan 
military was slowly fracturing, no single faction appeared both capable of fighting Gaddafi and trustworthy enough to displace him, 
even temporarily. 

 
32. Syria As Dress Rehearsal: Securing WMD In Midst Of Civil War 
(REUTERS 19 OCT 12) ... Bennett Ramberg 

As Syria’s civil war spirals into mounting violence, the Assad regime’s chemical weapons stockpile is generating increased 
anxiety throughout the Middle East and beyond. Taking precautionary measures, the United States has reportedly placed 150 
“planners and other specialists” in Jordan to work on contingencies — including the chemical weapons threat. 

 
33. Safety of Marine Mammals 
Letter To the Editor 
(NEW YORK TIMES 19 OCT 12) ... Rear Adm. John F. Kirby 

Contrary to “Marine Mammals and the Navy’s 5-Year Plan” (editorial, some editions, Oct. 12), the Navy hasn’t been “forced to 
acknowledge” anything with respect to the potential damage done by sonar. The science you cite and the estimates you quote are 
largely our own. 
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TOP STORIES: 
1. Pressure On For Navy’s Futuristic Warship 
Third in littoral combat line represents lessons learned from 2 prototypes 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 19 OCT 12) ... Jeanette Steele 

The warship Fort Worth arrived in San Diego for the first 
time Thursday, but it already faces performance pressure. 

The brand-new ship, third in the Navy’s littoral combat 
line, represents the lessons learned from two prototypes with 
records so rocky that critics have questioned the existence of 
this ground-breaking vessel, slated to make up a fifth of the 
U.S. fleet. 

Since 2002, the U.S. Navy has envisioned its littoral class 
as the answer to enemies who lack equal navies but who are 
willing to make rogue attacks in shallow, coastal waters. San 
Diego will be home to as many as 16 of these ships by 2020. 

The littoral warships are meant to be the fastest in the 
fleet, as nimble as a jet ski, and versatile, as they are basically 
a docking station waiting for specialized equipment to be 
plugged in for fighting mines, submarines or other surface 
ships. 

But trouble started when the cost ballooned from $250 
million to, finally, $537 million for the first ship and $653 
million for the second, according to Navy figures. Since 
delivery, these two prototypes have suffered corrosion, 
mechanical breakdowns and cracks in the hull and elsewhere. 

Congress has questioned the Navy, including in April 
demanding a report on the proposed 55-ship program. 

So, expectations — and pressure — are mounting for the 
third ship, whose motto is “Grit and Tenacity.” 

Arriving at the San Diego Naval Base pier Thursday 
morning, the Fort Worth looked much like its predecessor — 
the Freedom, Littoral Combat Ship (LCS) 1. 

But naval and defense industry officials say there are 
significant changes under the hood. 

The Fort Worth is about two yards longer in the stern, or 
back of the ship. Lead contractor Lockheed Martin said one of 
the results of the changes is improved buoyancy if the ship is 
damaged. The builder also increased the ship’s length 
underwater, which resulted in a few knots of additional speed, 
a 20 percent increase in fuel efficiency and the ability to carry 
an extra 10,000 gallons of fuel. 

The ship’s skipper, Cmdr. Randy Blankenship, said the 
crew has noticed a comparative savings in fuel economy since 
the vessel left a Wisconsin shipyard this summer, but he 
couldn’t put a number on it. 

The Freedom suffered cracks and fissures in the 
aluminum superstructure — the top of the ship that attaches to 
the steel deck. The Fort Worth’s superstructure is thicker to 
stave off that problem, said Timothy Fouts, a Lockheed senior 
manager for the LCS program. 

The Freedom also suffered a crack in its hull. Fouts said 
the hull crack was caused by a bad weld. For the Fort Worth, 
which was still in the shipyard at the time, workers did quality 
checks to make sure there were no defects in later versions. 

Since August, the Fort Worth has sailed down the Atlantic 
seaboard, through the Panama Canal and up the Pacific coast. 
In that short period, Blankenship said the crew has noticed no 
cracks. 

Freedom experienced corrosion on the bottom of the hull 
and inside the ship’s rear bay, where the stern opens up to 

launch and retrieve small boats. For the Fort Worth, the 
builder added more strips that provide electrical current to 
counteract corrosion and increased the coverage area of anti-
corrosion paint, among other things. 

Some critics of the littoral program have been won over, 
at least in part. 

Rep. Duncan Hunter, R-Alpine, who this year called the 
Navy onto the carpet for lacking “transparency” on this issue, 
declared his support after touring the second littoral ship, 
Independence, in August. 

This week, Hunter’s press secretary said the House 
Armed Services Committee received a Sept. 20 classified 
presentation from the Navy on the littoral program. That also 
eased some of the congressman’s concern, but he continues to 
think the Navy shouldn’t put so many eggs in the LCS basket 
if it means shorting other ship classes, said spokesman Joe 
Kasper. 

Criticism of fighting ability has heated up in recent 
weeks. 

In a long piece on Time magazine’s Battleland blog this 
month, a retired Marine officer said the U.S. Navy’s littorals 
compare poorly with similar-sized foreign warships on 
firepower, for the price. 

The Navy shot back in an Oct. 10 statement by Rear 
Adm. John Kirby, the Navy’s chief of information. 

Kirby said naval officials are “more than comfortable” 
that the ships can fight and defend themselves in combat. He 
also said later littoral ships will come in below $460 million, 
though the Navy has declined to issue an exact figure. 

The Fort Worth’s big gun is the BAE 57 mm, mounted on 
the front deck. The crew didn’t want to name its maximum 
range, but industry literature pegs it at 10 miles. It is joined by 
the ship’s rolling airframe missiles, intended to shoot down 
incoming projectiles. The ship also carries a “chaff” system, 
which spews decoys to confuse inbound missiles. 

Those weapons are all meant for self-defense. To go on 
offense, the ship would lean on whatever it receives in the 
eventual anti-ship mission package. 

The Navy is still working out the details, but it will likely 
include two 30mm MK-46 guns and possibly a Griffin missile 
system. 

Questions about survivability also arose in a 2011 report 
by the Pentagon’s director of operational test and evaluation 
that said the littorals are “not expected to be survivable in a 
hostile combat environment.” 

The Fort Worth’s current skipper — who started his 
career as an enlisted boatswain’s mate and served on an 
aircraft carrier, destroyers and cruisers — said he likes his 
small ship’s chances in a fight. 

“If I was going into combat, what am I going into combat 
for? It’s not to fight another destroyer. I’m going after pirates, 
and swarm tactics” by small enemy boats, said Blankenship, 
44. 

“We have a limited set of resources in this country, and 
we have a responsibility to live within our means. So we look 
at the littoral threat, which is where most of the issues in the 
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world are these days. I’m not going up against big ships. I’m 
going up against little ships,” he said. “So absolutely this is the 
right platform and right expense for us.” 

Vice Adm. Tom Copeman, commander of naval surface 
forces in San Diego, met the Fort Worth as it arrived 
Thursday. He sits on a four-admiral panel announced in 
August to keep a sharp eye on the LCS program. 

In February, the Fort Worth will go through the final trials 
before the Navy accepts full responsibility for its performance. 
The Navy will take notes from those and from the first 

deployment of the Freedom, slated to spend eight months in 
Singapore early next year. 

One of the things under the microscope, according to 
Copeman: crew size. At present, the Navy has a 40-person 
core crew running what is an almost 400-foot-long ship. 

“We will take lessons learned from that. We don’t rule 
anything out, and we try to be flexible,” Copeman said, 
standing on the Fort Worth’s flight deck Thursday morning. 

“We’ve got to get it right.” 

Return to Index 
 

2. China's Navy Drills Amid Isles Dispute With Japan 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 19 OCT 12) ... Gillian Wong 

BEIJING -- China flexed some maritime muscle in its 
dispute with Japan over a chain of uninhabited islands, 
holding naval exercises in the East China Sea on Friday to 
demonstrate its ability to enforce its territorial claims at sea. 

Both countries have been displaying their naval prowess 
during an unexpectedly bitter dispute over the islands, called 
Diaoyu in Chinese and Senkaku in Japanese. Tokyo angered 
Beijing last month by nationalizing some of the islands, in a 
move that sparked violent protests in China. 

Nearby Taiwan also claims the islands, which are 
uninhabited but surrounded by rich fishing grounds and 
possibly lucrative undersea energy deposits. 

Friday's exercise involved 11 vessels from the East China 
Sea fleet and eight aircraft and will be coordinated with the 
marine surveillance agency and the fishery administration, the 
official Xinhua News Agency said. 

The drills focused on patrol tactics and responses to 
emergencies that threaten China's territory, it said. State TV 
footage showed a frigate, a fighter jet and some helicopters 
participating. It showed the vessels and aircraft operating near 
shore, not on the high seas or close to the disputed islands. 

Xinhua said patrol vessels from the fishery administration 
and the marine surveillance agency have recently been stalked 
and harassed by foreign vessels while carrying out missions. 

On Tuesday, Japanese military aircraft spotted seven 
Chinese warships not far from the disputed islands. China said 
the ships were on a routine training mission. 

On Sunday, Japan's navy marked its 60th anniversary 
with a major exercise involving about 40 ships - including 
state-of-the-art destroyers, hovercraft able to launch assaults 
on rough coastlines and new conventionally powered 
submarines. For the first time, Japan's navy was joined by 
warships from the United States, Singapore and Australia. 
Representatives from more than 20 countries, including China, 
attended the event staged in waters south of Tokyo. 

Japan also plans to hold a joint exercise with the U.S. 
military later this year, reportedly using a scenario of taking a 
remote island back from a foreign intruder. 

China's exercise also takes place after dozens of Japanese 
parliament members, including two Cabinet ministers, visited 
the Yasukuni Shrine in Tokyo, which honors 2.5 million war 
dead but also commemorates 14 Japanese wartime leaders 
convicted of war crimes. Chinese media slammed the head of 
Japan's top opposition party for also going, calling his visit a 
provocation. 

Return to Index 
 

3. U.S. Military Vows New Measures In Okinawa After Suspected Rape 
(REUTERS 18 OCT 12) ... Phil Stewart 

WASHINGTON -- The U.S. military said on Thursday it 
would soon announce new measures to "ensure responsible 
behavior" by American troops on Japan's southern island of 
Okinawa, after the suspected rape of a Japanese woman 
threatened to strain ties between the allies. 

The incident, which led to the arrests on Tuesday of two 
U.S. servicemen, has thrown new scrutiny on the behavior of 
the large contingent of American military troops on the island, 
located in the East China Sea close to mainland China. 

Okinawa, occupied by the United States from 1945 to 
1972, accounts for less than 1 percent of Japan's total land but 
hosts three-quarters of the U.S. military facilities in the 
country in terms of land area. It also plays host to more than 
half the 47,000 American troops stationed in Japan. 

After the arrests, Japanese Defense Minister Satoshi 
Morimoto vowed to press the United States for measures for 
stricter discipline. Okinawa Governor Hirokazu Nakaima 
described the incident as "madness." 

Pentagon spokesman George Little said the U.S. military 
was working closely with Japanese authorities investigating 
the incident and added in a statement, "We deeply regret any 
grief and trauma the victim may have endured." 

"We are also examining and will soon announce a 
package of measures to ensure responsible behavior and to 
demonstrate our commitment to maintaining positive 
relationships with the local communities that host our forces," 
Little said. 

The Pentagon declined to elaborate on the measures being 
developed. 

Friction over U.S. bases on Okinawa intensified after the 
1995 gang rape of a 12-year-old Japanese schoolgirl by three 
U.S. servicemen. The case sparked widespread protests by 
Okinawans, who had long resented the American presence due 
to crime, noise and deadly accidents. 

Outrage over the latest case of suspected rape comes at a 
time when public opinion in Okinawa is at odds with Tokyo 
for allowing the U.S. deployment of Osprey hybrid aircraft on 
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the island despite lingering Japanese concerns about their safety. 
Return to Index 
 
 

ASIA – PACIFIC: 
4. U.S. Commander In Japan Apologizes For Rape Case 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 19 OCT 12) ... Elaine Kurtenbach 

TOKYO — The commander of U.S. forces in Japan 
apologized Friday for a case in which two American Sailors 
allegedly raped a woman in Okinawa, and said all U.S. 
military personnel in the country will now be subject to a 
curfew and other restrictions. 

A statement released by U.S. Forces Japan says the 11 
p.m. to 5 a.m. curfew will apply to U.S. military personnel 
whether they are stationed in Japan or just visiting. It requires 
them to be in their homes, on base or wherever they are 
lodging. 

Lt. Gen. Salvatore Angelella said U.S. military members 
in Japan also will have to take "core values training." The 
military's liberty policy is also under review. 

The two Sailors were in Okinawa on a brief stopover and 
are now in Japanese custody. According to Japanese media, 
they had been drinking before they attacked the woman, in her 
20s, who was on her way home before dawn Tuesday. 

The case has drawn protests from the Japanese 
government and an outcry on Okinawa, where the presence of 
U.S. military has long been a sore point. The island hosts more 
than half the 47,000 U.S. troops in Japan. 

"I want to personally apologize for the grief and trauma 
the victim has endured and the anger it has caused among the 
people of Okinawa," Angelella told reporters. 

Angelella said American military personnel are "held to a 
higher standard." 

Both he and U.S. Ambassador to Japan John V. Roos said 
the U.S. will cooperate in the Okinawan police investigation. 
Roos said the U.S. government viewed the situation with 
"utmost seriousness." 

"We will put forward every effort to make sure that 
incidents like this do not happen," Roos said. 

The Naval Criminal Investigative Service has begun its 
own investigation, although Japan has primary jurisdiction. 

Seaman Christopher Browning of Athens, Texas, and 
Petty Officer 3rd Class Skyler Dozierwalker of Muskogee, 
Okla., were arrested Tuesday. Both are 23, joined the military 
in 2008 and are assigned to Joint Naval Air Station, Fort 
Worth, Texas. 

The latest case has inflamed chronic tensions between the 
U.S. military and Okinawa over base-related crimes and other 
issues. Okinawans also have been protesting plans to deploy 
the Marine Corps' MV-22 Osprey to a base there because of 
safety concerns. 

Local opposition to the U.S. bases over noise, safety 
concerns and crime flared into mass protests after the 1995 
rape of a schoolgirl by three American servicemen. That 
outcry eventually led to an agreement to close a major Marine 
airfield, but that plan has stalled for more than a decade over 
where a replacement facility should be located. 

Associated Press writer Mari Yamaguchi contributed to 
this report. 
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5. Japan, U.S. To Cooperate To Eliminate Crimes by U.S. Servicemen 
(KYODO NEWS 19 OCT 12) 

TOKYO -- Japan and the United States agreed Friday to 
cooperate with each other in efforts to eliminate crimes 
committed by U.S. servicemen stationed in Okinawa, which 
hosts the bulk of U.S. military facilities in the country, 
Japanese Defense Minister Satoshi Morimoto said. 

Morimoto told reporters after meeting with U.S. 
Ambassador to Japan John Roos at a Tokyo hotel that the 
envoy expressed regret and offered an apology over an alleged 
rape Tuesday of an Okinawa woman by two U.S. Sailors in 
the southern Japanese prefecture. 

Morimoto said Roos made no mention of specific 
measures to prevent a repeat of a similar crime. 

The two also exchanged views on the stalled relocation of 
the U.S. Marine's Futenma Air Station within Okinawa and a 
review of the 1997 Japan-U.S. defense cooperation guidelines. 

Parliamentary Senior Vice Defense Minister Akihisa 
Nagashima and Self-Defense Forces Chief of Joint Staff Gen. 
Shigeru Iwasaki accompanied Morimoto at the meeting. 

Together with Roos, Robert Luke, political minister 
counselor of the U.S. Embassy in Tokyo, Lt. Gen. Salvatore 
Angelella, commander of U.S. forces in Japan, and Lt. Gen. 
Kenneth Glueck, commanding general of the Third Marine 
Expeditionary Force, also attended the meeting. 
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6. Ships, Subs Shift At Pearl Harbor 
In tune with defense policy, the Navy is placing 60 percent of its fleet in the Pacific 
(HONOLULU STAR-ADVERTISER 18 OCT 12) ... William Cole 

A sea change is coming to the fleet at Pearl Harbor. 
At least three surface ships are being retired, a new 

destroyer named after a Hawaii-based SEAL commando is on 
its way, a destroyer from San Diego will be traded for one 
here in a "hull swap," and more of the Navy's latest-generation 
Virginia-class attack subs will be sent to Hawaii. 

The 11-ship surface fleet will shrink, while the 19-sub 
fleet will grow. At least that is how plans look at the moment, 
officials said. 

Bruce Smith, a retired Navy captain and former chief of 
staff for the U.S. Pacific Fleet submarine force, said the 
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changes are a sign of the new national defense policy 
emphasizing Asia and the Pacific being put into action. 

The Navy is retiring older ships, emphasizing aircraft 
carriers, ballistic missile defense destroyers, Virginia-class 
submarines and littoral combat ships, and shifting 60 percent 
of its fleet to the Pacific - a departure from the 50-50 Atlantic 
and Pacific split - with additional chessboard moves to come. 

"If you look at this sort of changing of the guard, this is 
the renewal," said Smith, now site manager for HSI Electric 
Boat in Honolulu, which does work for the Navy and the 
marine commercial sector. "It's the 21st-century posture that 
we're going to." 

Hawaii remains "a critical component of the new defense 
strategy, with our combatant ships and submarines stationed in 
Pearl Harbor playing a significant role for the U.S. Pacific 
Command," said U.S. Sen. Daniel Inouye. 

"As we wind down from a decade spent fighting two 
wars, we must strategically change our mix of aircraft, ships 
and submarines to account for a renewed focus on the Asia-
Pacific region," he said in an email. 

Inouye added: "Whether it is surface ships, submarines, or 
additional Marines, I continue to work closely with senior 
officials in the Department of Defense and in a bipartisan 
fashion with my colleagues in the Congress to ensure that 
Hawaii has the capacity and capabilities stationed here to react 
to any scenario in the Pacific." 

The first of the changes comes Oct. 26 with a 
decommissioning ceremony for the Pearl Harbor frigate 
Crommelin, which is destined for sale to a foreign country 
after 30 years of service, the Navy said. 

The Navy's only other frigate at Pearl Harbor, the Reuben 
James, is scheduled to be inactivated Aug. 30. It, too, will be 
sold to a foreign navy. 

The Navy is replacing many of its 445-foot frigates, as 
well as some mine hunters, with littoral combat ships that can 
operate in near-shore waters. 

Crommelin crew members have been offloading 
operational gear in anticipation of the inactivation. 

"Certain things like the ship's commissioning plaque and 
the ship's bell are being sent to Washington, D.C., to be saved 
for posterity," Lt. j.g. Blaise Cummo, the ship's navigator, said 
in a recent Navy news story. 

In mid- to late November, Pearl Harbor will welcome the 
new destroyer, the USS Michael Murphy, named after the 
SEAL Delivery Vehicle Team 1 lieutenant and Medal of 
Honor recipient who died high in the mountains of eastern 
Afghanistan in 2005 as part of a four-man team that battled 
more than 50 enemy fighters. 

Intent on making contact with headquarters, a wounded 
Murphy, 29, disregarding his own safety, moved into the open 
to get a better position to transmit a call for help for his men - 
and made himself more of a target in the process. 

At one point he was shot in the back and dropped the 
transmitter, but he retrieved it, completed the call, and 
continued fighting back. Murphy posthumously received the 
first Medal of Honor from the Afghanistan war. 

Five Pearl Harbor SEALs were killed in the operation - 
one other on the mission with Murphy and three others in the 
crash of a rescue helicopter hit by a rocket-propelled grenade. 

The 510-foot guided missile destroyer named for Murphy 
was commissioned Oct. 6 in New York City and made its first 
port call Tuesday in Barbados on the way to its new home port 
in Hawaii. 

Bob McDermott, executive director of the Navy League 
of the United States, Honolulu Council, said the organization 
hopes to be part of a welcoming ceremony for the USS 
Michael Murphy. 

"We stand by ready to help," he said. 
McDermott said consideration was given to 

commissioning the vessel in Pearl Harbor, but Murphy was 
from New York and his family preferred the East Coast for the 
ceremony. 

Early next year, the Navy will send the Pearl Harbor 
destroyer Russell to San Diego and the crew will return about 
five weeks later on the destroyer Halsey in what's known as a 
"hull swap," officials said. 

The Navy decided to shift the "midlife upgrade" on the 
Russell, previously planned for 2013 at Pearl Harbor, to the 
West Coast to save $35 million - but keep the operational 
capability back at Pearl with the Halsey. 

The work would have maxed out the surface ship 
workforce here, requiring workers to be flown in from the 
mainland to help, officials said. 

Two Pearl Harbor cruisers - the Chosin and Port Royal - 
also were scheduled for inactivation, with the Port Royal 
going on March 31, and the Chosin in 2014. 

After congressional pressure to keep ships in service 
longer, however, the Navy said last month that the Port Royal 
and three other cruisers based elsewhere would be kept on 
duty for an undetermined length of time. 

Navy plans in the next two years also call for an increase 
in the number of submarines based at Pearl Harbor or coming 
for shipyard work, Inouye's office said in March. 

Among the additions planned for Pearl Harbor are two 
more Virginia-class attack submarines - one this fiscal year 
and another in 2014, Inouye's office said. 
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7. Chinese Warships Move Away From Senkakus, But Tensions Remain 
(ASAHI SHIMBUN 18 OCT 12) 

Japanese and Chinese officials downplayed the 
appearance of Chinese warships off Okinawa Prefecture, but 
their words also showed that the situation surrounding the 
disputed Senkaku Islands remains volatile. 

The latest incident of concern involved a fleet of seven 
Chinese Navy ships--two destroyers, two frigates, two 
submarine support ships and a supply ship—that passed 
through the contiguous zone that lies immediately outside of 
Japan's territorial waters on Oct. 16. 

Although the ships never entered Japanese territorial 
waters, the fleet around 7 a.m. traveled through waters 
separating Yonagunijima and Iriomotejima islands, the first 
time Chinese Navy ships have been confirmed as passing 
between those islands. 

"There has been a clear phase change," a high-ranking 
Defense Ministry official said. 

However, other government officials were urging calm. 
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"The latest passage was not in the contiguous zone around 
the Senkakus," an aide to Prime Minister Yoshihiko Noda 
stressed. "China is also becoming more cautious." 

According to Defense Ministry officials, the seven ships 
straddled the median line between Japan and China from 3 
p.m. to 4 p.m. on Oct. 16, and then moved in a northwesterly 
direction away from the Senkaku Islands, which the Chinese 
refer to as the Diaoyu Islands. 

At an Oct. 16 news conference, Chief Cabinet Secretary 
Osamu Fujimura stopped short of directly criticizing Beijing, 
saying, "We are unsure what China's intentions are." 

There was some speculation that the Chinese fleet took 
the unusual course of sailing between Yonagunijima and 
Iriomotejima islands-- about 200 kilometers south of the 
Senkaku Islands--to avoid Typhoon No. 21. 

The seven ships passed between the main Okinawa island 
and Miyakojima island on Oct. 4 to sail south toward the 
Philippines to engage in a training exercise. 

Foreign ships are allowed to pass through a nation's 
contiguous zone under international law. 

However, Shinsuke Sugiyama, the director-general of the 
Foreign Ministry's Asian and Oceanian Affairs Bureau, asked 
the Chinese Embassy in Tokyo on Oct. 16 to "take appropriate 
measures while considering the larger picture of the Japan-
China relationship." 

The Chinese National Defense Ministry, in a written 
response to The Asahi Shimbun on Oct. 16, said about the 
latest maneuver, "It was a regular training exercise and a 
passage that is both appropriate and legal." 

The ministry statement also said: "Japan has recently sent 
military aircraft near waters of the Diaoyu Islands and has 
violated China's sovereignty and interests. We ask that Japan 
stop actions that expand the situation by making it more 
complicated." 

Japan has increased its vigilance because Chinese military 
ships have now passed through the contiguous zone. In past 
cases, only Chinese maritime surveillance ships and fishing 
boats came near the Senkakus. 

After Japan nationalized three of the islands in 
September, Chinese maritime surveillance and other ships 
have approached waters around the disputed islands on an 
almost daily basis. 

In response, the Japan Coast Guard has dispatched ships 
to patrol those waters, while Maritime Self-Defense Force 
destroyers have been deployed to locations more distant than 
usual. 

Even with the passage of the Chinese Navy fleet through 
the contiguous zone, the government is not planning to review 
the deployment of MSDF destroyers. 

"The SDF has been flexibly employing surveillance 
aircraft and destroyers as the need arises and has conducted 
appropriate patrol and surveillance until now," Fujimura said. 
"There will be no change." 

At the same time, government sources said various 
simulations were being considered, including the possibility of 
Chinese Navy ships entering Japan's territorial waters. 

When asked by reporters about the movement by the 
Chinese Navy, Noda said on Oct. 16 that vigilant patrol and 
surveillance would continue. 
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8. China Bolsters Lift As Regional Tensions Increase 
(DEFENSE NEWS 18 OCT 12) ... Wendell Minnick 

TAIPEI — Competition from rivals such as the 
Philippines and Vietnam for the vast oil and fishing resources 
of the South China Sea has pushed China to expand its airlift 
and sealift capabilities with new cargo/transport aircraft and 
landing ships. 

Though development of this equipment originally was 
planned for a possible confrontation with Taiwan, China is 
lookingat the Diaoyu/Senkaku Islands dispute with Japan in 
the East China Sea, and minor clashes with the Philippines 
over the Scarborough Shoal and Chinese oil exploration 
efforts inside Vietnam’s exclusive economic zone, both in the 
South China Sea. 

In 2006, Taiwan’s Ministry of National Defense estimated 
that with mobilized civilian lift, the People’s Liberation Army 
(PLA) could transport five to six divisions of troops to 
Taiwan. All of the PLA Navy’s large amphibious transports 
and most of the new large civil ferries have been built since 
2006. 

China’s Navy just launched its third 28,000-ton Yuzhao-
class (Type 071) landing platform dock, which can transport 
500 to 800 troops and 15 to 20 amphibious armored vehicles. 
Three additional 071s could be built in the near future. 

“In April, the Chinese military previewed in model form 
what may be a new Landing Helicopter Dock [LHD] 
amphibious transport ship,” said Richard Fisher, senior Asian 
military affairs specialist at the International Assessment and 
Strategy Center. “These ships show a significant resemblance 

to the French Mistral-class LHD also being acquired by 
Russia. Three to six LHDs could be built for the PLA Navy.” 

China’s landing ships include one 1,400-ton Yudeng-class 
medium landing ship (LCM), which can transport 500 troops 
and nine armored vehicles; 11 3,400-ton Yuting I and 12 
3,700-ton Yuting II landing ship tanks (LSTs), which can 
carry 250 troops, 10 tanks and four landing craft 
vehicle/personnel (LCVP); seven 3,000-ton Yukan-class 
LSTs, capable of transporting 200 troops; and the largest of its 
vessels, three 17,000-ton Yuzhao-class landing platform docks 
that can transport one battalion of marines, 500 to 800 troops, 
15 to 20 amphibious armored vehicles and four Yuyi-class air-
cushioned landing craft. China also has 500 small LCMs and 
LCVPs used to transport equipment, supplies and troops. 

This year, China has held several exercises with large 
passenger and vehicle-carrying ferries. 

“In terms of amphibious lift potential, the civilian large 
ferry fleet may be able to transport two to three times what 
formal PLA amphibious ships could carry,” Fisher said. 
“These are also capable of being loaded rapidly, but require 
captured functional ports in order to be used to their full 
benefit.” 

This year, China has demonstrated or previewed the full 
spectrum of amphibious sealift capabilities. At the “micro” 
end, it has proved it can surge large numbers of fishing ships 
into a “maritime militia,” Fisher said. 
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China used this coercive tactic against the Philippines in 
late April; in July in both Scarborough Shoal and then the 
Spratly Island group; and then against Japan near the Senkaku 
Islands in September. 

“The utility of using organized fishing and light cargo 
ships is that they are normally very dispersed regionally, but 
can be organized into effective numbers very quickly,” Fisher 
said. “For operations against micro-size islands, 10 fishing 
ships each with 10 well-armed soldiers can win the battle and 
possibly the war.” 

China also is expanding its airlift capabilities with the 
new four-engine Shaanxi Y-9 multipurpose and four-engine 
Y-20 heavy transport aircraft. 

According to a report by the Moscow-based Centre for 
Analysis of Strategies and Technologies, “Shooting Star: 
China’s Military Machine in the 21st Century,” the Y-9 was 
developed with the assistance of Ukraine’s ANTK Antonov. 
The first prototype was flown in 2011. 

New photos on Chinese-language military blogs indicate 
the Y-9 has entered service in the PLA Air Force. A clear 
photo can be seen on chinesemilitaryreview.blogspot.tw. 
Analysts compare it to the Lockheed Martin C-130J and it is 
unclear how many will be built. 

“There is a blurry picture of it … showing some serial 
numbers, but you can’t really make it out. The clear one is 
most likely an unofficial leak as the serials have been carefully 
Photoshopped away,” said Gary Li, a China military specialist 
with U.K.-based Exclusive Analysis. 

The Y-9 is a stretched version of the Shaanxi Y-8F-200 
commercial transport. The Y-8, copied from the Russian An-
12, serves missionsincluding transport, electronic intelligence, 
tanker, airborne early warning, airborne warning and control 
system, and maritime patrol. The new Y-9 also is expected to 
evolve into a multimission platform. 

According to a Shaanxi Aircraft brochure acquired at the 
2010 Airshow China (Zhuhai), the Y-9 is a medium-range, 

medium-sized transport equipped with four Chinese-made 
FWJ6C turboprop engines. It will be outfitted with an 
electronic flight instrument system, engine-indicating and 
crew-alerting system, and enhanced ground proximity warning 
system. 

“It can airlift 16 tons of containerized cargo or 20 tons of 
bulk cargo,” the brochure says. “The ramp-type cargo door 
can be extended to the ground for easy loading/unloading, and 
can be kept at truck bed height for fast loading from the 
truck.” 

It can be equipped with 106 seats for troops or 72 
stretchers. It can also transport large equipment, such as an 
attack helicopter. 

“Single ... and successive airdrops can be performed. The 
maximum single airdrop weight is 8.2 tons, and the total 
airdrop weight is 14 tons,” the brochure states. “It can 
successively airdrop two platforms of 6 meter by extraction or 
13 platforms of 1 meter by gravity.” It can drop more than 100 
paratroopers per mission. 

Antonov also is assisting the Xian Aircraft Industry with 
Y-20 development. According to “Shooting Star,” “the 
designers hope that the Y-20’s specifications will be similar to 
those” of the C-17 Globemaster III. 

China has relied on imports of the Il-76 transport and is 
expected to buy up to five more from Belarus to supplement 
its fleet of four, Li said. 

“Shooting Star” indicates Russian D-30KP2 engines, 
which will later be replaced by the Chinese WS-18 turbofan 
engine — “a version of the CFM56 [F108], a joint product of 
General Electric and Snecma” — will power initial Y-20s. 

The WS-18 also is being developed for a new “K” variant 
of the Xian H-6 medium bomber, based on the Tupolev Tu-16. 
The H-6K will have greater range, and could reach Australia, 
Guam, India and Japan. 

If armed with anti-ship cruise missiles, the H-6K is 
expected to target U.S. aircraft carrier groups. 
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9. Korea To Boost Naval Capacity Amid Regional Arms Race 
(CHOSUN ILBO (S.KOREA) 19 OCT 12) 

The Navy it plans to build nine 3,000-ton class KSS-III 
submarines for deployment in 2020, it said Thursday. The 
government has set aside W2.7 trillion (U.S. $1=W1,104) for 
the project. 

"Submarines have to be at least 3,000 tons if they are to 
execute seaborne operations efficiently," said a Navy officer. 
"We decided to boost our submarine capacities to strengthen 
strategic deterrence and mobility." 

The Navy also plans to boost its procurement target for 
1,800-ton class subs to nine by 2018 in order to protect cargo 
ships and assist in naval operations. At present, Korea has 10 
submarines in the 1,200-ton and 1,800-ton class. 

The Navy also wants to increase its procurement target 
for 7,600-ton Aegis destroyers from three to six and build six 
to nine more next-generation KDDX naval destroyers after 
2023. 

"According to a study by the Defense Acquisition 
Program Administration, we would need at least three naval 
task force units in order to deal with a conflict in Dokdo 
[Liancourt Rocks] and Ieo Island," said one Navy source. "We 
have to bolster our naval capacity to meet these needs." 

One naval task force unit consists of two Aegis 
destroyers, two Korean-type destroyers, two 3,000-ton subs, 
one transport vessel, 16 helicopters, three aerial surveillance 
aircraft and one logistics ship. At present, Korea has only one 
such unit. 

According to IHS Jane's Defense weekly, Korea's naval 
warfare capacity is equivalent to only 16 percent of China's 
and 33 percent of Japan's. This could rise to 22 percent of 
China's and 49 percent of Japan's by 2020. 

"We urgently need to bolster our naval warfare capacity, 
but the problem is money," said one government official. A 
3,000-ton class sub costs around W1 trillion. DAPA projects it 
would cost at least W8.4 trillion to build three naval task force 
units. 

Navy Chief of Staff Choi Yoon-hee told a National 
Assembly audit on Thursday it would take 10 to 20 years to 
put together three to four such units. 

The Navy also projects a shortfall of around 3,400 sailors 
and has asked the Defense Ministry to bolster its manpower in 
stages until 2030. But the ministry apparently believes the 
Navy should maintain troop strength at the current 41,000. 
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MIDEAST: 
10. Turkey And Egypt Seek Alliance Amid Upheaval Of Arab Spring 
(NEW YORK TIMES 19 OCT 12) ... Tim Arango 

ISTANBUL — With war on Turkey’s borders, and 
political and economic troubles in Egypt, the two countries 
have turned to each other for support, looking to build an 
alliance that could represent a significant geopolitical shift in 
the Middle East prompted by the Arab Spring, uniting two 
countries with regional ambitions each headed by parties with 
roots in political Islam. 

Egypt and Turkey are considering plans to lift visa 
restrictions and recently completed joint naval exercises in the 
Mediterranean Sea. Turkey has offered a host of measures to 
bolster Egypt’s economy, including a $2 billion aid package. 
There is even talk of Turkey’s helping Egypt to restore its 
Ottoman-era buildings. A wider-ranging partnership is 
expected to be announced in the coming weeks when the 
Turkish prime minister, Recep Tayyip Erdogan, whose party 
shares an Islamist pedigree with Egypt’s leadership, goes to 
Cairo. 

The emerging alliance springs from the earthquake that 
shook the regional order when Egypt’s president, Hosni 
Mubarak, was ousted and from the civil war in Syria. Though 
Egypt’s position had long been compromised by its economic 
frailty and failing diplomatic might, it remained an anchor of 
the region in an alliance with Saudi Arabia and Jordan. Egypt 
often tangled with Turkey as both vied for the hearts and 
minds of the Arab street, with Turkey increasingly presenting 
itself as the champion of the Palestinians, often to Mr. 
Mubarak’s embarrassment. 

And Turkey’s close ties with Syria have been severed, 
undermining its political and economic links to the Arab 
world. 

As a result, each country seems to need the other in an 
alliance that could shape the region for decades to come and 
help it emerge from the tumult of Arab revolutions. 

“Apparently now Egypt is Turkey’s closest partner in the 
Middle East,” said Gamal Soltan, a professor of political 
science at the American University in Cairo, who added that 
one impetus for the partnership that is taking shape between 
the two countries was Turkey’s loss of “a major partner in 
Syria.” 

Turkey is trying to firm up its influence in the region at a 
time of war and revolution by taking with Egypt some of the 
same measures it used in its opening with Syria just a few 
years ago, which became the cornerstone of a foreign policy 
oriented toward the Middle East, rather than Europe. 

Meanwhile, a new Egypt is emerging from decades of 
authoritarian rule with a shattered economy and facing a 
contest for its future between various sparring ideologies, 
including Islamists and liberals, a struggle that Turkey’s 
experience could help guide. 

The collapse in relations with Syria may have prompted 
Turkey to speed up its alliance with Egypt, but the partnership 
is also rooted in the Islamist politics of the leaders of the two 
countries and their respective movements: Mr. Erdogan’s 
Justice and Development Party, or A.K.P., and the Muslim 
Brotherhood of Egypt’s president, Mohamed Morsi. This 

connection offers chances for a new Sunni Islamic bloc, even 
as each country offers a different understanding of how Islam 
and democracy can coexist. 

In coming together, Mr. Erdogan and Mr. Morsi risk 
alienating their domestic political audiences by engaging so 
deeply with each another, analysts said. In Mr. Erdogan’s 
case, he may face criticism from the hard-line secularists who 
see themselves as the inheritors of the legacy of Mustafa 
Kemal Ataturk, the founder of modern Turkey, who forcibly 
imposed secularism. And for all the talk of Turkey’s 
presenting Egypt with a model for an Islamic democracy, 
many conservative Muslims in Egypt doubt the Islamic 
credentials of Turkey, where women who wear head scarves 
are still banned from working in government or running for 
office, analysts said. 

“The Muslim Brothers are somewhat divided over Turkey 
as a role model,” Professor Soltan said. Some of the 
conservative members of the Brotherhood “have a vision for 
Egypt that is much more Islamic” than Mr. Erdogan’s party, 
he said. 

But while there are some risks, both look out at the world 
as it is now and see little alternative, experts said. 

In forming a partnership on security, economic and 
diplomatic matters with Egypt, its onetime rival, Turkey is 
advancing its efforts to shape the affairs of the Middle East 
while its dream of membership in the European Union, once 
its most important foreign policy initiative, seems more distant 
than ever. 

Referring to Turkey and Egypt, Shadi Hamid, the director 
of research at the Brookings Doha Center, said, “Relations are 
warmer today than they have been in recent years, decades 
perhaps.” He added, “Turkey has become the effective leader 
of the Arab world, even though it’s not Arab.” 

The scene at the annual convention of Mr. Erdogan’s 
party in Ankara, the capital, a few weeks ago offered a portrait 
of a realigned Middle East with Turkey at the helm. Mr. Morsi 
said at the gathering, “We offer our gratefulness for the 
support that the Turkish people and its administration has 
extended and will extend to us in the future.” To a standing 
ovation, Khaled Meshal, the political leader of Hamas, the 
Palestinian militant group, declared of Mr. Erdogan: “You are 
not only a Turkish leader. You are, now, also a leader of the 
world of Islam.” 

Still, Turkey’s assertive role in the region is weighted by 
a history of Ottoman dominance over the Middle East, and 
resentments linger over the way the Ottomans treated the 
Arabs, said Paul J. Sullivan, a Middle East security expert at 
Georgetown University and a columnist for a Turkish 
newspaper. So, analysts say, the partnership could just as 
easily slip back into a rivalry for regional dominance, 
especially if Egypt can achieve political stability and engineer 
an economic recovery. 

“There is within the Egyptian psyche that belief that 
Egypt should be the leader of the region,” Mr. Sullivan said. 
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As a measure of Turkey’s changing role in the Middle 
East, consider the story of Muhammad Bitar: Over more than 
two decades, Mr. Bitar, a Syrian, vacationed regularly in 
Turkey, crisscrossing the country by car and taking, by his 
count, nearly 8,000 photographs. Back in Damascus, he 
produced an Arabic tourist guide titled “Turkey, Heaven on 
Earth,” with a cover photograph of a mosque on the shores of 
the glimmering Black Sea. 

For that, he said, he spent 23 days in prison, accused of 
being an agent for the Mossad, the Israeli spy agency, because 

of Turkey’s close ties to Israel at the time, which kept it on the 
sidelines of Arab affairs. 

Mr. Bitar is now among the tens of thousands of Syrians 
living in Turkey to escape the war at home, and he is setting 
down roots by opening a restaurant in Istanbul that will offer 
Ottoman and Arab dishes. 

“We respect Turkey because it is going well,” he said. “I 
am a Syrian, but I want Turkey to lead.” 

Sebnem Arsu contributed reporting. 
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11. Seized By Rebels, Town Is Crushed By Syrian Forces 
(NEW YORK TIMES 19 OCT 12) ... Anne Barnard and Hwaida Saad 

BEIRUT, Lebanon — The town of Maarat al-Noaman in 
northern Syria was just last week the scene of a major victory 
for the insurgents, who drove government forces from 
checkpoints at a crucial crossroads on a major highway, 
apprehended scores of soldiers, celebrated atop captured 
armored vehicles and declared the town “liberated.” 

On Thursday, jubilation turned to horror as government 
airstrikes sent fountains of dust and rubble skyward and 
crushed several dozen people who had returned to what they 
thought was a new haven in a country mired in civil war, 
according to reporters on the scene for a Western news 
agency, and antigovernment fighters and activists who backed 
up their accounts with videos posted online. 

Men stumbled over rubble, carrying single bones nearly 
shorn of flesh and shredded body parts barely identifiable as 
human. Amid a swirling crowd of rescuers, two young men 
embraced and wept. A man in a baseball cap pointed out 
crumpled buildings that, he said, crushed women, children and 
elderly people sheltering there. An infant in a pink shirt lay 
motionless, then opened its eyes. “God is great,” said a 
rescuer, cradling the baby in his arms. 

Maarat al-Noaman’s reversal of fortune highlights the 
dark turn that Syria’s civil war has taken in recent months, as 
fighting intensifies and the government and insurgents remain 
locked in an increasingly bloody stalemate, Syrian residents 
and military analysts said. 

When rebels declare a town liberated, President Bashar 
al-Assad’s government no longer makes much effort to retake 
territory, they said. Now, it sends overwhelming force with 
one objective — to destroy and level all that is left behind. 

Regaining and maintaining control requires resources the 
government, stretched on many fronts by the 19-month 
conflict, cannot afford, said Emile Hokayem, a Middle East-
based analyst at the International Institute for Strategic 
Studies. “So,” he added, “they actually have no problem 
completely destroying it.” 

Gutting and abandoning towns rather than trying to 
govern them shifts responsibility for reconstruction and relief 
onto the shoulders of the underequipped rebels, breeding 
frustration, Mr. Hokayem said, a tactic that suggests the 
government has given up on winning the trust of its people. 

“They’re not after regaining the hearts of the population,” 
he said. “The calculation is that what’s needed is for the 
population to start resenting the rebels, not to start liking the 
Assad regime again.” 

That dynamic — rebel gains, army crackdowns and 
ensuing resentment against rebels as well as the government 

— has played out again and again in recent months, most 
recently in Aleppo, Syria’s largest city. Rebels last month 
began what they said would be an all-out offensive there. But 
the result was to spread fighting into previously peaceful 
neighborhoods and damage the city’s beloved historic center, 
leaving many residents as angry at the rebels for bringing the 
fight there as at the government for its harsh response. 

In Maarat al-Noaman over the past week, rebels 
attempted to provide some services. They tried to distribute 
bread after the government shelled bakeries, activists said, a 
tactic used in several cities, according to a recent Human 
Rights Watch report. But some of those efforts appeared ad 
hoc and rudimentary: an antigovernment video showed boys, 
girls and adults lining up as men handed out bread from the 
trunk of a small white sedan. 

Abu Ahmed, the commander of a group of fighters from 
the nearby village of Sinbol, said in a Skype interview on 
Thursday that kerosene supplies had sunk so low in the town 
that rebels had to form a committee to keep people from 
cutting down olive trees for fuel. 

An even thornier problem arose that one rebel commander 
said had left his brigade “seriously confused”: how to manage 
the scores of government soldiers captured in the rebel 
offensive. 

“We don’t know what we’re going do with them,” the 
commander, who asked that his name not be used and claimed 
to be holding 600 prisoners, said in a Skype interview on 
Tuesday. Even feeding them “one loaf, tomato or potato” a 
day would be too expensive, he said. “We don’t have food 
even to feed our families.” 

But if the prisoners were released, he said, they might 
rejoin the army or pro-government militias. He said he was 
beginning to wish they had died in the fighting. 

Yet the battle exposed weaknesses and strengths on both 
sides. 

While the destruction on Thursday renewed questions 
about the rebels’ tactic of seizing territory, their earlier victory 
showed their growing capability and the strain on government 
forces. Rebels claimed they had been able to seize for a time 
all the checkpoints between Maarat al-Noaman and Khan 
Sheikhoun, 10 miles to the south along the north-south 
highway that is the main artery between Damascus and 
Aleppo. 

Lt. Ahmad Haleeb, a rebel officer, said in an interview 
that he had fought with more than 150 troops and that they had 
killed 65 soldiers and captured seven in a fight for a 
checkpoint. In one government-held building, a cultural 
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center, rebels shot video of a dozen dead, shirtless men they 
said had been security detainees apparently executed as troops 
fled. 

Several units worked together, one attacking government 
reinforcements en route to the battle, activists and fighters said 
last week. Videos described as having been made during the 
battle showed rebels shooting down a helicopter, using small-
arms fire in coordinated squads, firing rocket-propelled 
grenades and heavy-caliber weapons mounted on flatbed 
trucks, and even appearing to commandeer an armored 
vehicle. 

They surrounded an army base at Wadi al-Deif, near 
Maarat al-Noaman, where on Thursday, activists and fighters 
said, government soldiers were still trapped without access to 
supplies amid new shelling by rebels. 

“At a purely tactical level that was a defeat for the 
regime,” Mr. Hokayem said of Maarat al-Noaman. 

On Thursday, the government said it was pushing rebels 
out of the town. SANA, the Syrian state news agency, reported 
that the army was “cleaning” the area and had “killed a large 
number of terrorists.” It said the army had uncovered caves 
and tunnels storing weapons, and had destroyed heavy 
weapons as well as 60 bombs weighing hundreds of pounds 
each. 

But Abu Ahmed, the commander, said that rebels still 
controlled one side of town and aimed to control routes to 
Aleppo and north to Saraqeb, Idlib and Turkey. 

Maarat al-Noaman drew attention because of its strategic 
location, the rebels’ unusually well-documented gains and the 
vivid photographs and reporting by Agence France-Presse 
journalists who were also present during the airstrike on 
Thursday. 

The town, with a prewar population of about 120,000, 
was an obscure provincial enclave known mainly for the Alma 
Arra museum, a 16th-century former traders’ inn housing a 
collection of Byzantine mosaics and pre-Islamic pottery — 
and, on the entryway floor, a mosaic portrait of Mr. Assad and 
his father and predecessor, Hafez al-Assad. 

But Maarat al-Noaman has broader significance as an 
archetype of Syria’s neglected midsize towns. The country’s 
hinterland is dotted with more than 120 towns with 
populations of more than 20,000, and battles have ravaged 
many that poverty and resentment made hotbeds of rebellion. 

In his effort to win over Syria’s elite with new economic 
freedoms early in his rule, before the uprising, Mr. Assad 
courted Damascus at the expense of the periphery that had 
long been the base of his Baath Party. 

“He won Damascus,” said Mr. Hokayem, the strategic 
studies institute analyst, “but he lost Syria.” 

Hania Mourtada contributed reporting from Beirut, and 
Rick Gladstone from New York. 

Return to Index 
 

12. Qaeda Leader Reported Dead In Yemen Attack 
(NEW YORK TIMES 19 OCT 12) ... Nasser Arrabyee 

SANA, Yemen — A drone fired on a group of people 
preparing to attack Yemeni troops on Thursday, killing at least 
nine, including a man identified as a leader of the local branch 
of Al Qaeda, according to Yemeni and security officials, who 
said the aircraft was American-operated. 

The strike took place less than a mile from a Yemeni 
brigade’s position in the southern province of Abyan, the 
officials said, adding that troops from the brigade found and 
defused an explosive belt that was wrapped around the waist 
of one of the dead, identified as Nader al-Shaddadi, one of the 
top leaders of Al Qaeda in the region. 

The officials spoke on the condition of anonymity 
because they were not authorized to brief reporters. 

Residents said that they had identified four other bodies 
but that the remaining four dead were not known to them. 

The use of drones to mount attacks in Yemen has been 
contentious, with critics and some American government 
officials saying that the strikes cause civilian casualties that 
can fuel anti-American sentiment. 

American military strikes in Yemen started in late 2009. 
They were directed at terrorism suspects, particularly 
members of Al Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula, the network’s 
branch in Yemen. 

The drone attacks were suspended here in May 2010, 
partly because of concerns about civilian deaths, including the 
killing of a Yemeni deputy provincial governor. 

But President Abdu Rabbu Mansour Hadi endorsed the 
drone strike program last month during a visit to Washington, 
saying Yemen’s Air Force could not mount attacks at night 
and praising the drones’ accuracy as “unmatched by the 
human brain.” 
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AFGHANISTAN: 
13. U.S. Sees Potential For Wider Anti-Taliban Uprising 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 18 OCT 12) ... Robert Burns 

AB BAND, Afghanistan -- Fed up with the Taliban 
closing their schools and committing other acts of oppression, 
men in a village about 100 miles south of Kabul took up arms 
late last spring and chased out the insurgents with no help 
from the Afghan government or U.S. military. 

Small-scale revolts in recent months like the one in 
Kunsaf, mostly along a stretch of desert south of the Afghan 

capital, indicate bits of a grass-roots, do-it-yourself anti-
insurgency that the U.S. hopes Afghan authorities can 
transform into a wider movement. Perhaps it can undercut the 
Taliban in areas they still dominate after 11 years of war with 
the United States and NATO allies. 
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The effort in Ghazni Province looks like a long shot. The 
villagers don't readily embrace any outside authority, be it the 
Taliban, the U.S. or the Afghan government. 

American officials nonetheless are quietly nurturing the 
trend, hoping it might become a game changer, or at least a 
new roadblock for the Taliban. At the same time, they are 
adamant that if anyone can convince the villagers to side with 
the Afghan government, it's the Afghans - not the Americans. 

"If we went out there and talked to them we would taint 
these groups and it would backfire," said Army Brig. Gen. 
John Charlton, the senior American adviser to the Afghan 
military in provinces along the southern approaches to Kabul. 

Charlton, who witnessed similar stirrings in Iraq while 
serving as a commander there in 2007, said that in some cases 
the Taliban are fighting back fiercely, killing leaders of the 
armed uprisings. In Kunsaf, for example, the Taliban killed 
several village fighters in skirmishes as recently as last month, 
but the Taliban suffered heavy losses and have thus far failed 
to retake the village. 

The American general visited two military bases in the 
area last week - one in Ghazni's Ab Band district that was 
vacated by a U.S. Army brigade as part of September's U.S. 
troop drawdown, and the other in nearby Gelan district, where 
Afghan paramilitary police forces are moving in to fill the gap 
left by the Americans. Charlton found far fewer paramilitary 
police there than he says are needed; he is nudging the 
Afghans to get hundreds more into the area to put more 
pressure on the Taliban in support of the village uprisings. 

Charlton said the U.S. and its coalition partners are taking 
a behind-the-scenes role - encouraging the Afghans to court 
the villagers while finding a role for U.S. Special Forces 
soldiers to forge the villagers into a fighting force as members 
of the Kabul-sanctioned Afghan Local Police. 

Some have compared the apparently spontaneous 
uprisings to the Iraq war's Anbar Awakening of 2007, in 
which Sunni Arab tribes in the western province of Anbar 
turned on al-Qaida in their midst, joined forces with the 
Americans and dealt a blow that many credit with turning the 
tide of that conflict. The U.S. armed and paid the tribal 
fighters and sought to integrate them into Iraqi government 
forces. 

By coincidence, the first localized movement to draw 
outside attention in Afghanistan was in Ghazni's Andar 
district, about 100 miles south of Kabul. Thus some U.S. 
analysts are calling this the Andar Awakening, drawing an 
Iraq war parallel that even the most optimistic American 
commanders say is a stretch. 

"That just builds some false expectations," said Army Lt. 
Col. Kevin Lambert, a 1st Infantry Division battalion 
commander whose area of operations includes Ghazni. He 
nonetheless is encouraged that after initially balking, the 
Afghan government is now trying to leverage the Andar 
unrest. It has installed a new district governor who Lambert 
said is sympathetic to the uprisings and made changes in the 
local security forces. It also has authorized a U.S. Special 
Forces team to work with the villagers. 

"It's going to take time, it's not going to be an Anbar 
(Iraq) sweep," Lambert said. "It is going to be village by 
village, district by district, and we may not see the results of 
this for some years." 

Senior officers at the U.S. military headquarters sound 
even more cautious. 

"So far what we are not seeing is a coalescing of it into a 
greater movement," said Australian Maj. Gen. Stephen Day, 
the plans chief for the international coalition's joint command. 
He said "nothing as substantial" as the Andar uprising is 
happening elsewhere in the country. 

U.S. officials say there are signs of anti-Taliban 
resistance, or at least sentiment, in a dozen or more villages in 
Andar, and at various locations in the nearby districts of 
Qarabagh, Moqur and Ab Band. There have been small-scale 
uprisings also in provinces closer to Kabul, including 
Laghman and Logar. 

The question Day says he's asking is, "Is there a golden 
thread here that we can pull on that will unite them all?" 

It is with that possibility in mind - and an awareness that 
U.S. influence here is likely to shrink as its forces continue to 
withdraw - that the Americans are encouraging the Afghan 
military to complete a plan dubbed Operation Solidarity to 
make what it can of this unexpected new opening in Ghazni 
province. Charlton, the American adviser to the commander of 
the main Afghan army group in this region, said this should be 
a major focus for the Afghans over the winter, when harsh 
weather tends to lessen the pace of combat operations. 

The three-stage plan, designed with U.S. assistance and 
launched by the Afghan 203rd Corps in September, begins 
with an assessment of individual village uprisings and their 
potential for success. Those deemed worthy of pursuing are 
then approached by the Afghan military, in some cases to 
provide weaponry. Charlton described the third stage as a 
networking effort "to stitch these groups together into 
something larger." 

Charlton, who was a central player in fostering the Anbar 
Awakening in Iraq as a brigade commander in the provincial 
capital of Ramadi in 2007, is notably optimistic about the 
nascent Afghan uprisings. 

"Over the course of the winter, if this thing works out 
right, these groups will be supported, they will come together 
a little bit more and by the springtime the insurgency will not 
have the popular support bases that they are used to having," 
he said. 

Charlton said he's not discouraged by the merely 
incremental progress thus far. 

"To me, the Taliban are doing the same thing that al-
Qaida was" in Iraq, he said. "They used these really 
oppressive, violent tactics that eventually alienate these 
populations. And I see that same dynamic here," even though 
that may not be enough to ignite a broader uprising. 

"It may not change Afghanistan, but if it can help deny 
some support bases in Ghazni, we'll take that. That is 
something we haven't had." 
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AFRICA: 
14. Suspect In Libya Attack, In Plain Sight, Scoffs At U.S. 
(NEW YORK TIMES 19 OCT 12) ... David D. Kirkpatrick 

BENGHAZI, Libya — Witnesses and the authorities have 
called Ahmed Abu Khattala one of the ringleaders of the Sept. 
11 attack on the American diplomatic mission here. But just 
days after President Obama reasserted his vow to bring those 
responsible to justice, Mr. Abu Khattala spent two leisurely 
hours on Thursday evening at a crowded luxury hotel, sipping 
mango juice on a patio and scoffing at the threats coming from 
the American and Libyan governments. 

Libya’s fledgling national army is a “national chicken,” 
Mr. Abu Khattala said, using an Arabic rhyme. Asked who 
should take responsibility for apprehending the mission’s 
attackers, he smirked at the idea that the weak Libyan 
government could possibly do it. And he accused the leaders 
of the United States of “playing with the emotions of the 
American people” and “using the consulate attack just to 
gather votes for their elections.” 

Mr. Abu Khattala’s defiance — no authority has even 
questioned him about the attack, he said, and he has no plans 
to go into hiding — offered insight into the shadowy 
landscape of the self-formed militias that have come to 
constitute the only source of social order in Libya since the 
fall of Col. Muammar el-Qaddafi. 

A few, like the militia group Ansar al-Shariah that is 
linked to Mr. Abu Khattala and that officials in Washington 
and Tripoli agree was behind the attack, have embraced an 
extremist ideology hostile to the West and nursed ambitions to 
extend it over Libya. But also troubling to the United States is 
the evident tolerance shown by other militias allied with the 
government, which have so far declined to take any action 
against suspects in the Benghazi attack. 

Although Mr. Abu Khattala said he was not a member of 
Al Qaeda, he declared he would be proud to be associated 
with Al Qaeda’s puritanical zeal for Islamic law. And he said 
that the United States had its own foreign policy to blame for 
the terrorist attacks of Sept. 11, 2001. “Why is the United 
States always trying to impose its ideology on everyone else?” 
he asked. “Why is it always trying to use force to implement 
its agendas?” 

Owing in part to the inability of either the Libyans or the 
Americans to mount a serious investigation, American 
dissections of the assault on the diplomatic mission in 
Benghazi have become muddled in a political debate over the 
identities and motivations of the attackers. Some Republicans 
have charged that the Obama administration initially sought to 
obscure a possible connection to Al Qaeda in order to protect 
its claim to have brought the group to its knees. 

Mr. Abu Khattala, 41, wearing a red fez and sandals, 
added his own spin. Contradicting the accounts of many 
witnesses and the most recent account of the Obama 
administration, he contended that the attack had grown out of 
a peaceful protest against a video made in the United States 
that mocked the Prophet Muhammad and Islam. 

He also said that guards inside the compound — Libyan 
or American, he was not sure — had shot first at the 
demonstrators, provoking them. And he asserted, without 
providing evidence, that the attackers had found weapons, 
including explosives and guns mounted with silencers, inside 
the American compound. 

Although Mr. Abu Khattala’s exact role remains unclear, 
witnesses have said they saw him directing other fighters that 
night. Libyan officials have singled him out, and officials in 
Washington say they are examining his role. 

But Mr. Abu Khattala insisted that he had not been part of 
the aggression at the American compound. He said he had 
arrived just as the gunfire was beginning to crackle and had 
sought to break up a traffic jam around the demonstration. 
After fleeing for a time, he said, he entered the compound at 
the end of the battle because he was asked to help try to rescue 
four Libyan guards working for the Americans who were 
trapped inside. Although the attackers had set fire to the main 
building, Mr. Abu Khattala said he had not noticed anything 
burning. 

At the same time, he expressed a notable absence of 
remorse over the assault, which resulted in the deaths of four 
Americans, including J. Christopher Stevens, the American 
ambassador. “I did not know him,” he said. 

He pointedly declined to condemn the idea that the 
demolition of a diplomatic mission was an appropriate 
response to such a video. “From a religious point of view, it is 
hard to say whether it is good or bad,” he said. 

In Washington, a Republican member of the House 
committee investigating the attack scoffed at Mr. Abu 
Khattala’s account. “It just sounds fishy to say you are on the 
scene and not participating,” said Representative Jason 
Chaffetz, a Utah Republican. “It was pitch black at 9:40 at 
night.” 

Mr. Abu Khattala contended that the United States had 
ulterior motives for helping Libyans during their revolution, 
and he asserted that it was already meddling in Libya’s 
planned constitution, even though the recently elected 
Parliament had not yet begun to discuss it. 

He also said he opposed democracy as contrary to Islamic 
law, and he called those who supported secular constitutions 
“apostates,” using the terminology Islamist radicals apply to 
fellow Muslims who are said to disqualify themselves from 
the faith by collaborating with corrupt governments. 

He argued that Islamists like those in the Muslim 
Brotherhood who embraced elections committed a “mix up” 
of Western and Islamic systems. And he acknowledged that 
his opposition to elections had been a point of dispute between 
his followers and the other Libyan militia leaders, most of 
whom had protected and celebrated the vote. 

Still, he said, “we have a very good relationship” with the 
leaders of Benghazi’s largest militias — which constitute the 
only security force for the government — from their days 
fighting together on the front lines of the revolt against 
Colonel Qaddafi. He even pointedly named two senior leaders 
of those big brigades, whom he said he had seen outside the 
mission on the night of the attack. 

Witnesses, Benghazi residents and Western news reports, 
including those in The New York Times, have described Mr. 
Abu Khattala as a leader of Ansar al-Shariah, whose trucks 
and fighters were seen attacking the mission. Mr. Abu 
Khattala praised the group’s members as “good people with 
good goals, which are trying to implement Islamic law,” and 
he insisted their network of popular support was vastly 
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underestimated by other brigade leaders who said the group 
had fewer than 200 fighters. 

“It is bigger than a brigade,” he said. “It is a movement.” 
Mr. Abu Khattala said he was close to the group but was 

not an official part of it. Instead, he said, he was still the 
commander of an Islamist brigade, Abu Obaida ibn al-Jarrah. 
Some of its members joined Ansar al-Shariah, but Mr. Abu 
Khattala said that even though his brigade had disbanded he 
could still call it together. “If the individuals are there, the 
brigade is there,” he said. 

During the revolt, the brigade was accused of killing a top 
general who had defected to the rebels, Abdul Fattah Younes. 
Mr. Abu Khatalla acknowledged that the general had died in 
the brigade headquarters, but declined to discuss it further. 

Almost all Libyans are Muslims, alcohol is banned, 
polygamy is legal, almost every woman wears an Islamic 
head-covering. But all of that still fell short, he said, of true 
Islamic law. 

Suliman Ali Zway contributed reporting from Tripoli, 
Libya, and Michael S. Schmidt from Washington. 
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15. Panetta: New Africa Command Leader To Be Nominated 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 18 OCT 12) ... Lolita C. Baldor 

WASHINGTON — An Army general with extensive 
experience in the wars in Afghanistan and Iraq is being 
nominated by President Barack Obama to lead the military's 
Africa command, Defense Secretary Leon Panetta said 
Thursday, amid growing U.S. worries about terrorism and 
unrest in that region. 

Gen. David Rodriguez, currently head of U.S. Army 
Forces Command, would be the third Army general to head 
Africa Command, which was created in 2007. 

Panetta said Rodriguez played a critical role in the surge 
of U.S. forces to Afghanistan and was a key architect of the 
military campaign plan now being implemented there. 
Rodriguez was the No. 2 U.S. commander in Afghanistan 
from 2009-2011. 

Panetta said Rodriguez would be taking over a 
challenging job that has been involved in some very recent 
important missions. 

The U.S. military's focus on Africa has grown in recent 
years, with the conflict last year in Libya and the increasing 
threat of al-Qaida linked terrorists who operate out of safe 
havens across the northern swath of the continent. 

In recent months, the U.S. has also increased training 
efforts in a number of African nations, including in Mali 

where al-Qaida in the Islamic Maghreb is training and 
operating out of safe havens in large, ungoverned spaces. 
AQIM-linked terrorists are believed to have played a key role 
in the Sept. 11 attack on the U.S. consulate in Benghazi that 
killed four Americans, including U.S. Ambassador to Libya 
Chris Stevens. 

Rodriguez would replace Gen. Carter Ham, who took 
over Africa Command in March 2011. 

The Africa Command office also came under recent 
scrutiny, when a Defense Department's Inspector General's 
investigation accused another former commander, Army Gen. 
William "Kip" Ward, of excessive, unauthorized spending on 
lavish travel and other expenses. Panetta is currently 
reviewing the case to determine if Ward should be punished. 
Ward was the first head of Africa Command. 

Panetta also announced that Marine Lt. Gen. John Paxton 
is being nominated to become the next assistant commandant 
of the U.S. Marine Corps. Paxton is currently the head of 
Marine Corps Forces Command, and the current assistant 
commandant, Gen. Joseph Dunford is being nominated as the 
next top commander in Afghanistan. 

All of the nominations are subject to confirmation by the 
U.S. Senate. 
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AMERICAS: 
16. Frigate Carr Recovers $26M Worth Of Cocaine In Pacific 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 19 OCT 12) 

NORFOLK -- A Virginia-based Navy ship has recovered 
about $26 million worth of cocaine that was thrown overboard 
by suspected drug smugglers in the eastern Pacific Ocean. 

The Navy says the guided-missile frigate Carr recovered 
more than 700 pounds of cocaine on Oct. 11. 

The Navy says a maritime patrol aircraft was sent to 
intercept a speed boat that was suspected of carrying the 
drugs. But during the pursuit the crew threw the drugs 

overboard and eventually escaped. The Carr then conducted a 
search to find the drugs. 

The Carr is currently deployed in support of Operation 
Martillo, a multi-nation effort to target drug trafficking routes 
in coastal waters along the Central American isthmus. 

This is the Carr's final deployment. It is scheduled for 
decommissioning in March. 
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ARCTIC: 
17. Arctic Thaw Brings New Security Worries 
(LOS ANGELES TIMES 19 OCT 12) ... Kim Murphy 

BARROW, ALASKA -- In past years, these remote gray 
waters of the Alaskan Arctic saw little more than the 
occasional cargo barge and Eskimo whaling boat. No more. 

This summer, when the U.S. Coast Guard cutter Bertholf 
was monitoring shipping traffic along the desolate tundra 
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coast, its radar displays were often brightly lighted with 
mysterious targets. 

There were oil drilling rigs, research vessels, fuel barges, 
small cruise ships. A few were sailboats that had ventured 
through the Northwest Passage above Canada. On a single day 
in August, 95 ships were detected between Prudhoe Bay and 
Wainwright off America's least defended coastline, and for 
some of them, Coast Guard officials had no idea what the 
vessels were carrying or who was on them. 

"There's probably 1,500 people out there," Rear Adm. 
Thomas P. Ostebo, commander of the Coast Guard's 17th 
District in Alaska, said at a recent conference of Arctic 
policymakers near Anchorage. "It's kind of spinning a little bit 
out of control." 

The rapid melting of the polar ice cap is turning the once 
ice-clogged waters off northern Alaska into a navigable ocean, 
and the rush to grab the region's abundant oil and mineral 
resources via new shipping lanes is posing safety and security 
concerns for Coast Guard patrols. 

What happens if a cruise ship gets stranded in stray ice? 
Or if a sailing vessel capsizes off an uninhabited coast? 

"Yesterday, we saw three sailing vessels in 24 hours," 
said the Bertholf's commander, Capt. Thomas E. Crabbs. 

The Coast Guard this summer ran Arctic Shield, the most 
extensive patrol operation it has ever mounted in the Arctic. It 
set up a temporary operating base and remote communications 
station at Barrow. 

A fleet of cutters, buoy tenders, helicopters and boarding 
vessels deployed across the Beaufort, Chukchi and Bering seas 
to oversee new offshore oil drilling operations offers search-
and-rescue if needed and provides notice to burgeoning ship 
traffic that the U.S. is monitoring its northernmost border. 

Rich In Resources 
The rush for riches as Russia, Norway and Canada vie 

with the U.S. for the Arctic's mineral resources, and the 
possibility that drug dealers, arms merchants and terrorists 
could begin to explore transport routes near America's largest 
oil fields have prompted the U.S. military to begin planning 
for a future in the Arctic much more substantial than it had 
envisioned. 

The U.S. Naval War College last year conducted war 
games simulating the sinking of a ship carrying weapons of 
mass destruction from North Africa to Asia across the top of 
Canada and Alaska. 

The Air Force has been practicing how to make food and 
survival gear drops to survivors of a large plane crash in the 
unbelievably remote Brooks Range, north of Fairbanks. 

The North American Aerospace Defense Command, 
known as NORAD, already has gone beyond drills: F-15 
fighters have been launched on interceptions at least 50 times 
during the last five years in response to Russian long-range 
bombers -- not previously seen here since the Cold War -- 
which have been provocatively skirting the edges of U.S. 
airspace. 

Through it all, U.S. security forces are battling 
historically sketchy radio communications, vicious storms, 
shifting ice floes and huge distances from base: Coast Guard 
cutters must sail 1,200 miles south just to take on food and 
refuel. 

"All of the uniqueness of operating up in the Arctic 
represents huge challenges for us," said Royal Canadian Air 

Force Col. Dan Constable, deputy commander of NORAD's 
Alaska region. 

The Naval War College games in September 2011 were 
an early test, and not an encouraging one. Many of the 
scenarios rehearsed, former Navy Cmdr. Christopher Gray 
said, ran into problems with poor communications and trouble 
maintaining supplies of food, fuel and supplies. 

"Does the Navy have the ability to go up and operate a 
number of ships, a number of aircraft, for a sustained period of 
time in this environment, where it's cold, it's got bad weather, 
it's got a lot of ice, and it's really far away from everything that 
supports you? What we found is that the answer is, not really," 
Gray said. 

The Bertholf is especially suited to summertime 
operations in the Far North. Though not capable of operating 
in ice, it is equipped with high-efficiency engines and stability 
systems that allow the vessel and its crew of 146 to remain in 
the Arctic for a month at a time -- heretofore unheard of in the 
U.S. fleet. 

"Because we're present here and because we have the 
endurance to remain here throughout the season, we're going 
to be able to understand who is in the maritime domain," 
Crabbs said as a small vessel carrying boarding troops was 
launched off the Bertholf's stern for a closer look at nearby 
shipping traffic. 

U.S. officials say they are still several decades away from 
needing a full-scale military presence in the region, and with 
luck, there will be no need to resort to arms: The real source of 
conflict is the battle everyone faces -- with the elements. 

"If somebody were to invade the Canadian High North," 
Canadian Forces chief of staff Gen. Walter Natynczyk said at 
the Arctic Imperative Summit, "my first problem would be to 
rescue them." 

Wider Concerns 
The move to secure the Arctic goes well beyond domestic 

security. With easier access to the more than 90 billion barrels 
of oil and trillions of cubic feet of natural gas in the Arctic, 
nations are rushing to gain international recognition of 
territorial claims, mineral contracts and shipping routes. 

On Aug. 2, the Chinese icebreaker Snow Dragon 
completed an unprecedented voyage across the top of the 
world through the Northwest Passage. 

Icelandic President Olafur Ragnar Grimsson was visited 
by a delegation of senior Chinese officials who wanted to 
discuss Beijing's bid for permanent observer status in the 
Arctic Council, the suddenly powerful organization of eight 
nations with territory in the Arctic Circle. 

"And China is not the only Asian country interested in the 
Arctic," Grimsson said at the Arctic summit. Singapore and 
South Korea, he said, also want in. 

The U.S. has been slow to stake out its own territory. 
While Russia has submitted a claim for thousands of miles of 
seabed, and Canada is asserting title to mineral-rich areas 
along the U.S. border, the United States is the only Arctic 
nation that has not ratified the 1982 treaty known as the 
United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea -- the 
international mechanism for brokering such claims. 

The U.S. has also fallen behind on what the Coast Guard 
needs to patrol the new mineral development zones. The only 
working icebreaker is the cutter Healy, with a second being 
refurbished that is due to return soon. 
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Russia, by contrast, has 25 icebreakers, according to the 
U.S. Congressional Research Service. Finland and Sweden 
have seven each, Canada six. 

"I think it's a real-time imperative for our nation to get its 
arms around these things," Rear Adm. Ostebo said. 

"It's critically important to understand that we do not 
control it. The rest of the world has a boat here, and we are 
late to the table." 
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CNO TRIP: 
18. CNO Summarizes RSS Panel Session 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 19 OCT 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Kyle P Malloy, Chief of Naval Operations Public 
Affairs 

VENICE -- Chief of Naval Operations (CNO) Adm. 
Jonathan Greenert summarized the session he chaired at the 
9th Regional Seapower Symposium (RSS) for the Navy of the 
Mediterranean and Black Sea Countries at the Italian Naval 
War College, Oct. 18. 

Greenert was the Chairman of the first session which 
focused on “Recent Operational Experiences and Their 
Influence on Future Platforms.” During his remarks on the last 
day of the conference, he emphasized three main points to 
summarize comments made by his fellow panel members. 

The first point was the shared common operational 
experiences of the maritime forces on the RSS panel. One of 
the observations CNO highlighted from the first session was 
how Operation Unified Protector reenforced the need for 
maritime to influence events on the land. 

“Maritime influence avoids limits and challenges of boots 
on the ground,” said Greenert. 

Likewise, Greenert echoed the comments made by 
another naval leader during the conference, saying “the Navy 
offers engagement without embroilment.” Greenert said that 
this means no footprint, no permission slip, and avoidance of 
sovereignty issues. 

Other common experiences among the panel members for 
Operation Unified Protector included the complexity and 
number of joint and coalition players on both sides; the need 
for ISR and precession effects; and how the operation 
highlighted today’s threats and the importance of knowing the 
environment before actions are taken. 

There were also common operational experiences 
highlighted by Greenert for counter-piracy and counter-terror 
operations and for the recent International Mine Counter 
Measure Exercise; too describe each, there were too many to 
mention. 

CNO then discussed, from the collective wisdom of the 
panel members, his second point. It was how panel members 
experiences reinforced the need for adaptability while dollars 

are going down within respective budgets. Before describing 
what this meant, CNO explained the importance of articulating 
in simple terms, so people can understand, the return on 
investment of Naval capabilities. 

Greenert followed by laying out several ideas, most of 
which were representative of fellow panel members. They 
included: capability may be more important than capacity due 
to the collateral damage mass may bring; the majority of the 
time spending occurs will likely be on the ‘low-end’ 
(capabilities); and the need to build new platforms with 
adaptability and a modular design at the start. 

Finally, CNO discussed his third point which was about 
how adaptability requires planning. 

“If you’re going to adapt, what are you going to adapt to,” 
said Greenert. What is the future, what are you adapting for, 
who are you adapting for and what are the bench marks?” 

To be effective and efficient CNO stressed a need for a 
plan. 

Highlighting the panels adaptability inputs Greenert said, 
“We need to work with industry early and we need to do it 
often. We need to be clear what our requirements are so they 
can provide us with options that are affordable and something 
they can sustain on our behalf.” 

Other items Greenert summarized included more than 
equipment. it included people. People were described as the 
heart of adaptability by panel members. 

Speaking on behalf of a panel member Greenert said, “We 
need to nurture adaptable Sailors and civilians. Our Sailors 
have to be diverse and reflect who we are in the future. We 
have to think about the experience they are going to need and 
build our cultures and training they are going to need 
accordingly.” 

Greenert concluded with thanking the audience for their 
input, insights and cooperation during the RSS. 

“Now it’s up to us to take those experiences and those 
lessons learned to go out and operate together,” said Greenert. 
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PERSONNEL: 
19. Military Members Face Student Loan Debt Problems 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 18 OCT 12) ... Lolita C. Baldor 

WASHINGTON — Members of the military are having 
trouble grappling with the confusing patchwork of student 
loan benefits they can receive and often end up taking on tens 
of thousands more dollars in debt than they needed to, says a 
new government report. 

The report released Thursday finds financial institutions 
often give service members bad or incomplete information or 
are improperly denying them the reduced interest and other 
benefits that they are entitled to receive. 

The findings are based on complaints and requests for 
help from service members across the country, including many 
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who saw their loans balloon when they left active duty. And 
many complained that financial institutions did not properly 
explain how their loan deferrals worked, or tell them how 
much interest would automatically accrue once the deferral 
ended. 

Officials, however, could provide few details Thursday 
and acknowledged they can't really quantify the problem. 
They said they don't know how many troops may be affected, 
how much unnecessary debt they have accumulated, or 
whether financial institutions are deliberately gouging military 
members or if they are simply uninformed and making 
mistakes. 

The report was compiled by the Office of Servicemember 
Affairs within the Consumer Financial Protection Bureau. The 
office was created in Congress' Wall Street reform legislation 
so it could better coordinate with other federal and state 
agencies on consumer protection issues, as well as be an 
ombudsman for student loans. 

One service member found that his $61,000 in student 
loans shot up to $85,000 when he deferred payment for five 
months, the report said. And while each situation may be 
different, it said that if the variety of benefits are used and 
applied properly someone who enters the military with 
$80,000 in loans could save almost $50,000 over the life of the 
debt. 

"The number one reason people in the service lose their 
security clearance is because of financial problems," Defense 
Secretary Leon Panetta said at a Pentagon press conference 
Thursday. "Student loans are one important part of the total 
debt burden - from mortgages to credit cards to other debt - on 
those who are serving in the military today." 

Holly Petraeus, assistant director for the servicemember 
affairs office, told reporters Thursday she believes issues with 
student loans may be even greater than the problems military 
members faced with mortgage debt and foreclosures. 

She said the military plans to do more training and 
education to ensure service members know it's not too late to 
do something to rectify their student loan debt. 

Among the benefits that military members can receive 
are: 

 Reductions in monthly payments based on income 
and family size 

 Loan forgiveness after a certain number of payments 
for some loans 

 A reduction in the amount of principal for each year 
of military service 

 A reduction in the interest rate to 6 percent during 
active duty service on loans taken on prior to joining 

 Payment deferrals during active duty service 
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20. DoD To Cut Tricare Prime In 5 West Areas 
(NAVY TIMES 18 OCT 12) ... Patricia Kime 

The Pentagon is moving ahead with plans to slash its 
network of Tricare Prime providers, starting by eliminating the 
Prime option in three states and two cities in the Tricare West 
region. 

As of April 1, as many as 30,000 Prime beneficiaries — 
retirees, Active Guard and Reserve troops, and family 
members — in Iowa; Minnesota; Oregon; Reno, Nev.; and 
Springfield, Mo., will have to switch to Tricare Standard, a 
traditional fee-for-service health plan, according to a source 
with knowledge of the reorganization. 

Pentagon officials would not confirm that the five areas 
will lose Prime in April. 

The areas lie outside Prime service areas covered under 
new Tricare regional contracts awarded by the Pentagon. 

Under those contracts, Tricare will offer Prime networks 
only within “catchment areas,” defined as a 40-mile radius 
around military treatment facilities and in areas affected by the 
2005 base closure and realignment process. 

Spokeswoman Cynthia Smith said the intent is to bolster 
health care support for the core active-duty populations near 
military treatment facilities that have been left short-handed 
“due to the deployment requirements of military medical 
providers.” 

But the move would save big money for the Pentagon 
because it cuts contract administration overhead in these 
Prime areas and shifts more of the costs of care to 
beneficiaries. 

What It Means For Beneficiaries 
Active-duty family members in Prime pay no enrollment 

fees or co-pays. Military retirees pay annual enrollment fees of 
$269.26 for an individual and $538.56 for families, and their 

co-pays for outpatient care are just $12. Prime requires no 
deductibles. 

Under the changes that will start April 1, as many as 
170,000 Prime enrollees across all three regions eventually 
may have to drive longer distances to see a Prime provider or 
switch to Tricare Standard, which has no enrollment fees but 
carries greater out-of-pocket costs: 

 Cost shares are 20 percent for active-duty family 
members and 25 percent for retirees and other 
eligible beneficiaries. 

 Annual deductibles for outpatient care are $50 for an 
individual and $100 for a family for active-duty 
members in paygrades E-4 and below, and $150 for 
an individual and $300 for a family for all others. 

 The annual catastrophic cap — the maximum health 
care costs a beneficiary must pay in any one fiscal 
year — is $1,000 for active-duty families and $3,000 
for retirees. 

The move to eliminate Prime service areas away from 
military installations has been in the works since 2007, when 
the Defense Department released a draft of its new Tricare 
contract proposal. But a series of contract disputes delayed the 
launch of the new initiative. 

“The can got kicked down the road” because of the 
contract protests, said retired Air Force Col. Steve Strobridge, 
director of government relations for the Military Officers 
Association of America. “Beneficiaries are going to have to 
change what they are used to. With something as basic as 
health care, this always raises a certain level of angst.” 

With the contract disputes now resolved, the changes in 
the initial five areas could be just the beginning. 
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Under the old contracts, the entire Tricare South region 
was designated a Prime service area. In the West and North 
regions, the companies that managed the contracts also 
expanded Prime into areas not located near military bases, 
populated mainly by retirees, Active Guard and Reserve 
troops and their families. 

“We’re worried mostly about the South” because Humana 
Military Health Services, the contractor for that region, “now 
provides Prime everywhere,” said Barbara Cohoon, deputy 
government relations director for the National Military Family 
Association. 

Beneficiaries in the South “already are hearing from their 
providers” that they will not remain in Prime, Cohoon said. 

Health Net Federal Services manages the North region 
contract. Beginning April 1, UnitedHealth Federal Services 
takes over the West region from TriWest Healthcare Alliance. 

Officials with all three regional contractors declined to 
comment and referred all questions to the Defense 
Department. 

Dismantling Prime networks outside the immediate 
vicinity of military treatment facilities also will eliminate 
Tricare Extra in these places; that option allowed non-Prime 
users to lower their costs by seeing Prime network providers. 

“All beneficiaries can choose to use Tricare Standard, 
which gives the beneficiary the most flexibility and greatest 
choice of any of the Tricare products,” Smith said. 

According to the Pentagon, those in Tricare Prime 
Remote — a program for active-duty troops and their families 
living in rural areas — as well as those on or near an 
installation with a hospital or clinic will see no change to their 
health benefits. 

“This will not affect active-duty military and their 
families,” Smith said. “This change also will not impact areas 
where there is a military treatment facility.” 
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AIRCRAFT CARRIERS: 
21. Carrier Enterprise Makes A Sentimental Journey 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 19 OCT 12) ... Mike Hixenbaugh 

ABOARD THE ENTERPRISE -- A young Sailor looked 
out through a smudged window while steering the world's 
oldest nuclear-powered aircraft carrier toward a pastel orange 
sunrise on the Mediterranean Sea. 

Down below, hundreds of Sailors and Marines gathered 
on the flight deck as the Enterprise steamed past tiny seaside 
villas perched among the foothills of the Apennine Mountains. 
Some snapped photos of a school of dolphins; others posed for 
group shots in front of a nearby volcano. 

Petty Officer 3rd Class Robert Stallcup turned the helm, 
and the hulking vessel's course shifted slowly to starboard as 
the Enterprise maneuvered into the Strait of Messina for the 
last time. 

The significance wasn't lost on the 21-year-old navigator. 
From this vantage point on the bridge, Sailors like Stallcup 
have, for more than five decades, watched world history 
unfold on the open seas. The ship that joined the naval 
blockade during the Cuban missile crisis in 1962 was also the 
first carrier to launch combat flights over Afghanistan after the 
terrorist attacks of Sept. 11, 2001. 

After nearly 51 years in service - more than twice its 
planned lifespan - "The Big E" is wrapping up its 25th and 
final deployment. Next month, it will return to Norfolk, where 
it will be inactivated before heading next year to the Newport 
News shipyard that will start dismantling it. 

"The fact that we're the last crew, and I'll be one of the 
last guys at the helm, is an honor," Stallcup said. "It's a special 
ship." 

From the mess hall up to the air traffic control center, 
Sailors aboard the Enterprise said they were feeling 
sentimental as the ship steamed toward its last-ever 
international port visit in Naples, Italy, on Monday. Yet the 
final deployment has been anything but a nostalgic swan song, 
said Capt. William Hamilton, the ship's commanding officer. 

During an eight-month deployment that sent the ship 
through the Gulf of Aden and the North Arabian Sea, the 
Enterprise launched 2,241 combat flights over Afghanistan, 

cared for a crew of Iranian mariners rescued from a burning 
fishing vessel, and participated in the largest-ever international 
mine-sweeping exercise near the Strait of Hormuz as Iran 
threatened to block the critical shipping lane. 

"It was very much a working deployment," Hamilton said. 
"That's the way for a warrior to go out." 

Hamilton expects to make it back to Norfolk without 
problems, adding quickly, "It's time. This was the last 
deployment, and it needs to be the last." 

Despite a fresh coat of paint in several of the ship's 
cavernous passageways, the Cold War-era vessel is showing 
its age. Sailors used plastic forks and knives to eat T-bone 
steaks off paper plates Monday after a waterline break 
rendered the dishwashers useless for several hours. 

"That's the Enterprise," an F/A-18 Hornet pilot said after 
plopping a juicy steak onto a flimsy plate. 

A few weeks ago, one of the ship's eight nuclear reactors 
was taken offline after a cooling turbine malfunctioned. 
Sailors in the machine shop had to build a special tool from 
scrap metal - a task they completed over the course of four 
days - so engineers could fix the problem. 

Outside the cramped repair shop hangs a sign: "You break 
it, we make it." 

"The boat is so old, when something breaks, we either 
have to manufacture it here or have it special-ordered," said 
Petty Officer 2nd Class Joshua Mills, a senior machinist. 
"People walk in here with broken pieces and parts, and it's our 
job to figure out what it was supposed to look like. We rarely 
have diagrams. On this ship, you just have to figure it out." 

Across the hall in the ship's welding shop, Petty Officer 
3rd Class Tim Albiniano fired a blowtorch to fuse an old 
waterproof door latch to a piece of scrap metal - part of his 
work to build a time capsule made from pieces of the ship. 
The box will have handles made of landing cables and 
windows using glass from a couple of portholes. The capsule 
will hold letters from Sailors and other keepsakes and will be 
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presented to the secretary of the Navy during the ship's 
inactivation ceremony in December. 

Albiniano volunteered to build the capsule in his free 
time, which is limited: Enterprise welders work 13-hour days 
and can be called in anytime to make a repair. 

"We don't really stop working until the phone stops 
ringing," Albiniano said. 

The ship has been retrofitted, retooled and renovated 
numerous times over the years, resulting in some cumbersome 
working conditions. 

The elevators that move ordnance stored below decks 
pass through a general mess deck, where the crew eats. When 
bombs need to be moved in a hurry, Sailors have to clear out 
anyone who might be dining there, then flip the tables out of 
the way. 

There's truth in the ship's motto - "There's tough, then 
there's Enterprise tough" - said Lt. Cmdr. Sarah Self-Kyler, a 
spokeswoman for the ship. 

"Enterprise Sailors walk around with a little bit of a puff 
in our chest because everything is harder," she said. 

Master Chief Petty Officer Eric Young has served the past 
decade on the Enterprise, including on five deployments. He 
wouldn't have traded his time here to work on a more modern 
carrier, he said. 

"Some people joked the only way to get me off the ship 
was to decommission it," he said. 

Young, who oversees the ship's air department, recalls 
instances when a blown brake line on an aircraft catapult was 
patched up just seconds before jets were scheduled to take off. 

"On the flight deck, they have no idea," Young said. 
"They're going to the catapult to launch the jet as if nothing's 
going on. But below deck, we're sweating and struggling." 

For all its troubles, Young said, he's going to miss the 
Enterprise. After the reactors are removed and most equipment 
is offloaded in Newport News, the ship will be hauled to the 
West Coast and cut into scrap metal. 

"When I retire, there's no going back to where I worked to 
take a tour," Young said. "It's gone. It's not going to be a 
museum. You either made the memories while you were here, 
or it's gone." 

Australian public TV journalist David Brill remembers 
standing on vulture's row in 1971 and watching planes launch 
off the Enterprise, laden with bombs bound for the Ho Chi 

Minh Trail. Brill returned to the Enterprise this week and shot 
video of flight operations from the same spot for one final 
story on the old warship. 

"The Enterprise had an incredible effect on me," Brill 
said, recalling a shinier ship from his days covering the 
Vietnam War. "I've always kept an eye on it since then. This 
ship is 50 years old, and it hasn't really had any major 
problems. It has been an incredible success story for peace." 

Rear Adm. Ted Carter, commander of the Enterprise 
carrier strike group, said he takes a lot of pride in guiding the 
ship through its final mission. 

"I think the biggest story is that the United States built 
this nuclear-powered aircraft carrier to be a vessel - a warship 
- that would sail around the world wherever it was needed, and 
she is still relevant today," Carter said. "What she does today 
is still just as important as her first deployment during the 
Cuban missile crisis. It's remarkable." 

Carter, a career aviator who flew F-14 Tomcats off the 
Enterprise in the 1980s, suited up Monday to fly in the 
backseat of the last jet to ever make a nighttime landing on the 
Enterprise. The Super Hornet touched down under pitch black 
skies that were spitting rain. 

Before that flight, the admiral downplayed the 
significance of marking sentimental moments on a cruise that's 
filled with "lasts." 

"You do become sentimental about the equipment that has 
served our nation so well," Carter said. "But you have to 
remember that as we move from one chapter to the next, the 
most important thing is the people that operated it." 

Two days after pulling through the Suez Canal last week, 
the ship encountered rain for the first time since it left Norfolk 
in March. Members of the crew rushed from work stations and 
mess halls to get a glimpse or feel the moisture. 

A handful of Sailors splashed through puddles on the 
flight deck as months of caked-on brown desert dirt streamed 
off the ship. Lightning flickered on the horizon while a group 
of Sailors from the crash and salvage crew tossed a 
waterlogged football across the deck - a light moment after a 
tough deployment. 

"We don't always get to have a good time out here," said 
Petty Officer 3rd Class Cole Steyer. "It finally feels like this 
cruise is coming to an end." 

View Clip (RT: 1:57) 
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SUBMARINES: 
22. Sub Cost Must Continue To Fall, Admiral Says 
(NEWPORT NEWS DAILY PRESS 19 OCT 12) ... Michael Welles Shapiro 

FALLS CHURCH —The Navy admiral overseeing 
submarine construction said Thursday that if the price tag for 
building the newest vessels remains where it is today, there 
will have to be cutbacks to the Virginia-class program. 

Newport News Shipbuilding and General Dynamics 
Electric Boat, along with the Navy, have already brought 
down the cost to build Virginia-class fast-attack subs and are 
in the process of doubling their production, from one sub a 
year to two. 

But when another program to replace the nation's aging 
fleet of Ohio-class ballistic missile subs ramps up, there won't 
be as much money to go around. 

"I don't think we get Virginia and Ohio replacement at the 
same time if we don't continue to press down on the cost of 
Virginia and keep pressing on the cost of Ohio replacement," 
said Rear Adm. David Johnson, who spoke to reporters at the 
Naval Submarine League's annual symposium just outside of 
Washington, D.C. 

A number of speakers at the event talked about the 
program – now entering the design phase – to replace the 
country's 14 Ohio-class subs, which carry nuclear missiles and 
are meant to serve as deterrents. 

The boats, called Boomers or Tridents because of the 
missiles they carry, have a 42-year lifespan and are scheduled 
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to start retiring at a rate of one per year starting in 2027. They 
are the larger and pricier cousin of the Virginia-class, and the 
Navy has a cost target of $4.9 billion for each of the 12 
replacement subs it plans to buy. 

The first replacement sub is scheduled to set out on its 
first patrol mission in 2031. 

The Ohio class was built by Electric Boat, and the newest 
of the subs, the USS Louisiana, was commissioned in 1997. 

Electric Boat won the design contract for the replacement 
class. Newport News Shipbuilding has expressed interest in 
the past in having a role in the construction program. 

"We are going to build Ohio replacements, so it's really 
are we going to keep capitalizing the (Virginia-class) force, 
which desperately needs these ships to build our war-fighting 
requirements," Johnson said. 

The cost to produce a Virginia-class sub is about $2.9 
billion in 2016 dollars. Johnson said that number has to come 
down further, noting that the cost of shipbuilding has outpaced 
that of inflation in recent years. 

Matt Mulherin, president of Newport News Shipbuilding, 
said he expects the cost of Virginia-class submarines to drop 
as the program moves forward, which would allow the Navy 
to avoid a cut-back. 

"As you continue to build more and more ships, with 
every ship you get smarter, you develop a familiarity," said 
Mulherin, who was attending the symposium. 

"And doubling the production rate will help," he said. 
To help meet the goal of delivering two subs to the Navy 

a year, the shipyard recently built a $100 million facility to 
build large submarine modules. 

Return to Index 
 
 

AVIATION: 
23. International Backing For F-35 Hasn’t Been Stronger, Says Lockheed Official 
(FLIGHTGLOBAL (UK) 18 OCT 12) ... Craig Hoyle 

LONDON -- Lockheed Martin is on track to deliver a 
total of 30 F-35 Joint Strike Fighters to three nations during 
2012, as company officials wait on the potential impact of a 
new round of domestic spending cuts threatened by Congress. 

"We're still on pace to deliver 30 airplanes this year, 
which was our goal from the beginning," says Steve O'Bryan, 
Lockheed's vice-president F-35 programme integration and 
business development. This represents a more than doubling 
of the rate on the company's Fort Worth final assembly line in 
Texas from 13 in 2011, with a further increase to around 35 
expected during 2013. 

Flight test activities are continuing to run ahead of 
schedule this year, with total F-35 flights over plan by 20% 
and test points by 15%. These figures increase to 40% and 
20% respectively for the short take-off and vertical landing F-
35B, deliveries of which will begin to U.S. Marine Corps 
squadrons late this year. 

Conventional take-off and landing test aircraft AF-1 on 16 
October released the F-35A's first weapon, a JDAM-series 
GBU-31 908kg (2,000lb) bomb, jettisoned from one of its 
internal weapons bays. The advance followed the first release 
of a 454kg GBU-32 weapon by an F-35B in early August, and 
separation trials involving Raytheon's AIM-120 AMRAAM 
air-to-air missile will be performed before year-end. 

Recent test activities with a new tailhook design for the 
U.S. Navy's carrier variant F-35C have, meanwhile, involved 
76 ground and five "fly-in" arrestments at NAS Lakehurst in 
New Jersey, Lockheed says. 

BK-2, the UK's second of three F-35B initial operational 
test and evaluation aircraft, is expected to be flown to Eglin 
AFB in Florida later this month, following a first example 
accepted in mid-July. Lockheed is also processing the 
paperwork to deliver the Netherlands' first system 
development and demonstration-phase F-35A. The nations 
will each receive one additional aircraft during 2013. 

With Australia, Israel, Japan, Italy, Norway and Turkey 
already having ordered long-lead production items for their 
initial F-35s, O'Bryan says: "I have nine countries under 
contract, of the 11. The international support for the 

programme hasn't been stronger." Canada and Denmark are 
expected to commit funds this decade. 

Lockheed is, meanwhile, waiting on the outcome of South 
Korea's F-X III fighter competition between the F-35, Boeing 
F-15 Silent Eagle and Eurofighter Typhoon before the end of 
this year, and to hear from security cooperation participant 
Singapore about its purchase plans. 

Referring to the threatened sequestration action from the 
U.S. Congress, which would delete a further $500 billion from 
the Department of Defense's funding over the next decade 
from 2 January, Lockheed says: "With only months remaining 
until it takes effect, we have no guidance from the U.S. 
government on how it will be implemented. We don't know 
which programmes, sites, technologies or suppliers will be 
impacted." 

Australia's First F-35 Nears Assembly Milestone 
Production activities on Australia's first F-35 Joint Strike 

Fighter will make a significant advance early next month, 
according to a Lockheed Martin programme official. 

Speaking to Flightglobal in London on 17 October, vice-
president F-35 programme integration and business 
development Steve O'Bryan said the first part of the aircraft's 
centre fuselage is due to be loaded into a jig at Northrop 
Grumman's Palmdale site in California on 1 November. 

The conventional take-off and landing F-35A is one of 
two Australian aircraft contained within Lockheed's sixth low-
rate initial production contract, which covers deliveries in 
2014. 

Canberra has so far funded the acquisition of two F-35s to 
support initial ground and aircrew training activities to be 
performed in the USA. It could eventually buy up to 100 
production examples for the Royal Australian Air Force, with 
the stealthy type (pictured above in model form at the 2009 
Avalon air show) to replace its legacy Boeing F/A-18A/B 
Hornets. 

An Australian decision on whether to order its next 
planned batch of 12 aircraft is due to be taken in 2014 or 2015, 
with this having been deferred from an original date during 
2012 in a bid to save costs associated with the programme. 
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24. Serene About Scene 
A new Navy blimp, very safe and smaller than the Hindenburg, explores area of the tragedy 
(PHILIADELPHIA INQUIRER 19 OCT 12) ... Edward Colimore 

At 178 feet long and 56 feet high, the massive airship 
dwarfed members of the ground crew Thursday as they 
strained to hold on to tethering lines like so many Lilliputians 
trying to control Gulliver. 

Inside the gondola of the Navy's MZ-3A, pilots Mark 
Kynett and Larry Chambers made the final checks, and then - 
with two powerful engines roaring at their back - aimed the 
blimp at a sharp angle into the sky and took off from Joint 
Base McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst in Burlington County. 

The ship's flight near historic Hangar 1 at the Naval Air 
Engineering Station conjured up images of Germany's ill-fated 
Hindenburg and its fiery destruction there 75 years earlier. A 
post marks the spot where the dirigible crashed. 

But this airship, which flew about 1,000 feet over Toms 
River and Seaside Heights on Thursday, is quite different from 
its much larger cousin, both in design and mission. 

Filled with helium, not hydrogen, the craft serves as a 
flying test laboratory for high-tech sensors and was deployed 
to Alabama in 2010 to monitor the Gulf oil spill from the 
Deepwater Horizon. 

"We're like the tortoise that never stops," Kynett said. 
The airship "stays in the air a long time, lifts a lot of 

weight, and sips very little fuel," said Bert Race, flight 
representative for the Airship Systems Engineering Team, part 
of Naval Air Warfare Center in Patuxent River, Md. 

Thursday's 30-minute trip was intended to demonstrate 
the blimp's capabilities and inform the public - through the 
media - about the program. 

"We're testing [intelligence, surveillance, and 
reconnaissance] sensors and can fly all day long," burning 
little fuel compared with helicopters and fixed-wing aircraft, 
said Doug Abbotts, spokesman for the Aircraft Division of the 
Naval Air Warfare Center. 

The Navy also wanted to clear up some of the public's 
questions about the blimp's flybys. 

"We've gotten calls," Abbotts said. "This will help people 
know more about what we're doing." 

The MZ-3A has been part of the military's renewed 
interest in airships over the last several years. Its occasional 
flights over the Philadelphia area and Jersey Shore have drawn 
stares from onlookers not used to seeing lighter-than-air ships. 

In the gondola Thursday, the pilots went over a checklist 
before takeoff. 

"Instruments," Kynett said. 
"Green," Chambers replied. 
"Helium pressure." 
"Green." 
"Radio set." 
"Green." 
Moments later, the airship - with media representatives 

aboard - ascended and leveled off. 
To your right is the exact spot where the Hindenburg went 

down, said Tom Worsdale, a spokesman at the Naval Air 
Engineering Station, as he pointed out a post marking the 
place where the airborne luxury liner, pride of Adolf Hitler's 
Germany, was destroyed when its flammable hydrogen gas 
ignited during a landing in May 1937. Thirty-six people 

perished. Americans used nonflammable helium for their 
blimps. 

In the skies over the Pine Barrens in Ocean County, 
Chambers, of Lighthouse Point, Fla., compared the airship's 
handling and turning to an ocean liner. 

"Getting on the ground takes a lot more technique," added 
Kynett, of Akron, Ohio. 

Because it's lighter than air, the blimp can hover over an 
area for many hours without wasting fuel like a helicopter. 

"You can bring back the engines" to an idle, he said. "The 
capabilities are phenomenal." 

"This gives you an observation platform," Chambers 
added. 

Kynett was one of the pilots who flew Coast Guard 
members over the gulf in 2010 to locate the oil spill and call in 
ships to clean it up. The blimp can ascend thousands of feet 
and cruise at 45 knots while carrying up to 10 people, 
including the pilot. 

"We took eight-hour flights and were sometimes out 
[from land] 20 miles or more," he said. 

Oil-spill observers found the aircraft's low speed 
particularly well-suited to the mission. The blimp is capable of 
staying airborne for more than 12 hours. 

"You can fly in a lot of weather," Chambers said. "But 
thunderstorms are not the airship's best friend. 

"You can't fly over rain and fog. And ice and snow are a 
no-no since they build up" on the ship. 

The Navy blimp now is used for sensor testing at the 
Army's Aberdeen Proving Ground in Maryland and will return 
there before eventually heading to Florida by December, Race 
said. 

At the same time, the Army has been evaluating a much 
larger lighter-than-air craft at Lakehurst's Hangar 6. About the 
length of a football field, the Army demonstrator is known as 
the LEMV (Long Endurance Multi-Intelligence Vehicle) and 
can be manned or unmanned. 

It's being assessed for use as a reconnaissance and 
intelligence-gathering tool for military activities, as well as for 
border control and antidrug operations. The ship can provide 
continuous coverage for up to 21 days and rise to up to 20,000 
feet above sea level. 

An unmanned 370-foot-long Air Force airship project 
called the Blue Devil, considered for use in Afghanistan, was 
canceled this year because of technical challenges and higher-
than-expected costs. The surveillance and reconnaissance craft 
was ordered dismantled in June at its hangar in Elizabeth City, 
N.C. 

Blimp operations continue, though, at the joint base in 
New Jersey. 

The MZ-3A was flown for the first time in 2007 and 
received its throwback Navy markings and colors in October 
2011 to celebrate the centennial of Naval aviation. 

The nearby Army airship, meanwhile, was assembled and 
flown for the first time in August. 

Both are small compared with their 1930s predecessors, 
including the 800-foot-long Hindenburg. 
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There has not been a Navy airship in Hangar 1 since 
1962, when Cold War-era blimps were decommissioned, 
officials said. The Navy's lighter-than-air program began there 
in 1921. 

"This is one of the few places in the country that has 
hangars this size," Race said of the massive structures at 
Lakehurst. "We're here for maintenance once a year." 

The MZ-3A is committed to Army testing through the end 
of March and is now looking for "other customers," Race said. 
"I have plenty of leads." 

On Thursday, Kynett and Chambers guided the ship 
toward Seaside Heights at about 25 m.p.h., then turned, as the 
gondola gently rocked, to return to the base with a tailwind 
that picked the speed up to at least 40 m.p.h. 

"You can see McGuire Air Force Base on the horizon," 
Chambers said when the base was about 35 minutes away by 
car. 

At Lakehurst, a dozen ground crew members waited for 
the blimp's return. Using a wheel between the pilot seats to 
point the ship up and down, and two floor foot pedals to make 
it turn right and left, Kynett headed for a landing. 

He used the two engines to push the blimp to the ground 
and reversed them to stop it as the ground crew scurried to 
capture the lines hanging down from the ship, and grab hold of 
a tether on the nose, which was attached to a mast on a truck. 

"Other than flying in bad weather, there's nothing scary" 
about piloting a blimp, Chambers said. 

"It's the safest aircraft in the sky," Kynett said. 
Return to Index 
 
 

INFRASTRUCTURE / INSTALLATIONS: 
25. Commissaries Could Face Sequestration Axe 
Sequestration's Threat to Commissaries; Retiree Cola Set 
(MILITARY UPDATE 18 OCT 12) ... Tom Philpott 

Taxpayer support of base grocery stores this fiscal year 
would fall by $130 million, or 9.4 percent, if Congress fails to 
reach a debt-reduction deal by Jan. 2, its deadline to avoid 
arbitrary budget cuts mandated by the sequestration 
mechanism in last year's Budget Control Act. 

The Office of Management and Budget delivered that 
news to Capitol Hill in a larger report that Congress required 
to make the impact of the sequestration threat more 
transparent to voters. 

A commissary budget cut of that size, which stores likely 
would be forced to absorb over just the last six to nine months 
of fiscal 2013, intensifying its effect, "would be devastating," 
says Tom Gordy, president of Armed Forces Marketing 
Council. The council represents manufacturers of products 
sold in military stores. 

Commissary shoppers, Gordy said, likely would see store 
hours and staff services cut by next spring, and might even see 
some stores closed in areas where two or more bases are co-
located. Commissary budgets are used almost entirely for 
wages and benefits of its 18,000 employees. 

About two thirds of employees, Gordy notes, are affiliated 
with the military, either family of active duty members or 
military retirees, retiree spouses or military veterans. Many 
employees would see work hours and, therefore, incomes cut 
by the sequestration knife. 

Exchanges or base department stores would not be 
impacted because they are self-sustaining, with staff salaries 
and other operating costs paid for through store-generated 
profits. 

Commissaries, however, rely on annual taxpayer subsidy 
of $1.4 billion. In return, military patrons see savings of about 
30 percent on their groceries, a popular benefit worth about 
$2.8 billion annually. Goods are sold at cost plus a five 
percent surcharge. The surcharge money is used to modernize 
old stores and build new ones. 

The commissary appropriation, like funding for most 
other defense and non-defense discretionary spending, would 
be hit by the sequestration process that both Republicans and 
Democrats agreed to accept as an intolerable result if they 

could not muster the political courage themselves to reach a 
fresh $1.2 trillion, 10-year debt reduction agreement. 

Some key lawmakers, worried that this pitiable Congress 
still lacks leadership and character to negotiate a debt deal 
after the election, one with real compromises and meaningful 
tradeoffs, is said to be drafting stop-gap legislation to delay 
sequestration's impact for at least several months. 

The White House is signaling that President Obama won't 
accept anything short of a "balanced" debt deal to avoid 
sequestration, a deal that would include higher taxes on the 
wealthy, which is something most Republicans have pledged 
not to consider. 

The Defense Commissary Agency, which oversees 
military grocery operations worldwide from its headquarters 
on Fort Lee, Va., won't comment on the potential impact of 
sequestration. DECA is operating, like the rest of the 
Department of Defense, on the assumption lawmakers will act 
to avoid sequestration and compromise on a plan to address 
the nation's $16 trillion debt crisis. With this Congress, 
however, the sequestration mechanism seems about as 
thoughtful as passing a loaded gun to a pouting child. 

Gordy said DeCA probably could absorb a five percent 
cut without shoppers being impacted. That could be handled, 
for example, by layoffs of some headquarter employees or by 
enticing older careerists to retiree early. 

"There would be pain but it's manageable," Gordy said. 
Above five percent, however, and staff furloughs have to be 
large enough to impact store hours and even force some stores 
closures. 

2013 COLA Set 
Military and federal civilian retirees, survivor benefit 

annuitants, disabled veterans and Social Security recipients 
will see a 1.7 percent cost-of-living adjustment in January. 

Annual COLAs for federal benefits are based on inflation, 
as tracked by the Bureau of Labor Statistics' Consumer Price 
Index for Urban Wage Earners and Clerical Workers (CPI-W). 
This COLA was set by comparing average prices for a market 
basket of goods and services tracked by CPI-W in the third 
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quarter of last year to average prices in the third quarter this 
year. 

That comparison shows the CPI-W average of 223.23 for 
July through September 2011 has climbed to 226.94 for the 
third quarter this year, an increase of 1.66 percent, which the 
BLS rounded up to 1.7 percent. 

BLS economist Steve Reed said food inflation was 
relatively modest at 1.6 percent. Gasoline prices are high 
today but also were high in the third quarter of last year, 
climbing by only 2.6 percent since last September. The price 
of durable goods, meanwhile, rose more modestly. 

This COLA will be less than half of last year's 3.6 percent 
adjustment, after two years without a cost-of-living raise when 
consumer prices fell during the recession and collapse of U.S. 
housing and financial markets. 

Various debt reduction studies including the 2010 report 
of the National Commission on Fiscal Responsibility and 
Reform, also known as the Simpson-Bowles commission, 
have proposed moving from CPI-W to a "chain-weighted" CPI 
for adjusting federal entitlement and retirement programs. 

This would save an estimated $200 billion over the next 
10 years. Retirees can expect adoption of the chain CPI for 

Urban Consumers (C-CPI-U) to be floated again when 
Republicans and Democrats resume negotiations on 
addressing the debt crisis. 

If Congress had agreed to the chain CPI already, the 
COLA in January would be 1.5 percent rather than 1.7 
percent. Proponents argue that the chain CPI addresses 
"substitution bias" found in the CPI-W. That market basket of 
goods and services is weighted based on spending patterns of 
American workers. And every two years BLS conducts a 
separate survey to readjust how those goods and services are 
weighted in the basket. 

What CPI-W doesn't do is change the mix of goods and 
services it surveys to reflect changes in spending behavior. For 
example, as the price of beef rises, consumers buy less beef 
and more chicken. CPI-W doesn't take account of that shift so, 
critics contend, it exaggerates inflation. 

A chain CPI would capture changes in consumer 
behavior. But opponents of that index argue it ignores the fact 
that consumers might prefer beef to chicken. And so over time 
they could feel worse off financially with inflation 
adjustments shaped more by prices than by preferences. 
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26. Navy To Go After Rats, Mold In Gitmo Legal Offices 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 18 OCT 12) ... Ben Fox 

GUANTANAMO BAY NAVAL BASE, Cuba -- Legal 
offices that are so contaminated with mold and rat droppings 
that lawyers in the Sept. 11 terrorism trial have been getting 
sick will get a full clean-up and be evaluated by safety experts, 
a military official said Thursday. 

A "comprehensive" cleaning of the offices, which are 
primarily used by defense teams in the Guantanamo Bay 
tribunals, will begin by the end of the month and be finished in 
time for a hearing scheduled in December, said Army Capt. 
Michael Lebowitz, one of the prosecutors in the case of five 
prisoners charged in the Sept. 11 attacks. 

"It's almost like a fresh start," Lebowitz told the case 
judge, who has been fielding complaints about the offices this 
week while presiding over a pretrial hearing at the U.S. base in 
Cuba. 

The issue of the contaminated offices has repeatedly 
interrupted progress on more than two dozen pretrial motions 
this week. Defense lawyers had sought to postpone the hearing 
outright, which would have further delayed a case that has 
been plagued by delays. 

A base official declared the offices unsafe in September 
because of mold and other problems, then the space was 
declared safe several weeks later after a cleaning. But lawyers 
distributed photos this week showing the walls and air 
conditioning units coated with mildew and mold as well as 
floors littered with what appear to be mouse and rat droppings. 
Pictures also showed a dead crab and lizard, both common at 
the tropical base on the Caribbean Sea. 

It is more than just aesthetics, lawyers said. Since late 
2011, several members of the Sept. 11 defense team have 
suffered from fatigue and respiratory and eye ailments after 
trips to Guantanamo Bay. 

"Each time I travel to Guantanamo Bay I suffer from 
increased respiratory and eye problems that have landed me in 
the Guantanamo emergency room," said Cheryl Bormann, a 

lawyer for Walid Bin Attash, who is one of the five men 
charged with planning and aiding the worst terrorist attack on 
U.S. soil. 

Legal office space, which must meet security 
requirements because the attorneys and their staff handle 
classified evidence, is in short supply at Guantanamo. The 
defense teams were forced to cram into a much smaller work 
space while preparing for the weeklong hearing, which has 
dealt largely with disputes over the rules for gathering 
evidence in a trial that is likely more than a year away. 

Bormann told the judge she welcomed the military's 
proposal for a major clean-up and an evaluation by outside 
health experts. "We want it fixed and we want it fixed right," 
she said. 

The judge, Army Col. James Pohl, had appeared to grow 
frustrated at the continuing complaints and welcomed a step 
that he hoped would resolve the issue. "Obviously, if it 
doesn't, I'll hear," he said. 

Among the five men facing charges that include terrorism 
and murder is Khalid Sheikh Mohammed, who has previously 
told authorities that he was the mastermind of the Sept. 11 
attacks. 

Mohammed, who delivered a five-minute lecture 
Wednesday denouncing the U.S. for killing "millions" in the 
name of national security, stayed silent during Thursday's 
court session. 

The judge heard arguments on defense motions to change 
rules for gathering evidence and calling witnesses that defense 
lawyers said will make it impossible to fairly defend their 
clients, who could get the death penalty if convicted. Among 
their complaints is that the rules would prevent defendants 
from seeing some of the classified evidence against them. 

"This is a capital case. His life is literally at stake in it," 
said David Nevin, the lawyer for the lead defendant. "Mr. 
Mohammed should be able to see everything." 
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The defense and prosecution also sparred over the 
question of the extent to which the U.S. Constitution applies to 
the prisoners charged in special tribunals for wartime offenses. 

The Supreme Court has ruled that the base in Cuba, 
because it is under U.S. control, is generally covered by the 
Constitution except when circumstances are deemed 
"impracticable and anomalous" and cannot be enforced. 

The defense has asked the judge to issue an advisory 
opinion setting out to what extent the Constitution applies to 
the proceedings since some of their challenges will raise 
constitutional issues. The prosecution said it is too early to 
make such a finding. 

Pohl did not rule on the issue and the hearing was to 
continue Friday. 
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27. Navy's Impact On HR Economy Tops $14.9B 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 18 OCT 12) 

NORFOLK, Va. -- The Navy says its economic impact in 
Hampton Roads grew by $1.5 billion in the past fiscal year. 

Navy officials said Thursday that the total direct 
economic impact in the region reached nearly $15 billion in 
the 2011 fiscal year. 

While the annual payroll remained steady at about $8.5 
billion, procurement expenditures increased by about $1.1 
billion to about $6.3 billion. 

In the past year, the number of ships home ported in 
Hampton Roads increased by three to 87. The number of 
aircraft squadrons that call the area home also increased by 
one to 37. 
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LEGAL: 
28. Somali Territorial Waters Disputed In Murder Case 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 18 OCT 12) ... Brock Vergakis 

NORFOLK -- A federal judge may have to rule how far 
Somalia's territorial waters extend to determine whether the 
U.S. has the jurisdiction to prosecute three Somalis with the 
murders of four Americans aboard their pirated yacht. 

Defense attorneys for the men contend that Somalia's 
territorial waters extend 200 nautical miles from shore based 
on its domestic legislation. Prosecutors contend Somalia's 
territorial waters only extend 12 miles from shore based on an 
international treaty it has signed. 

The discrepancy is important because court filings say the 
Americans were shot and killed about 40 nautical miles from 
Somalia in 2011. Prosecutors have said they would seek the 
death penalty if the men are convicted of murder. 

"The United States Constitution does not expressly grant 
Congress the enumerated power to punish foreign nationals 
for murder or firearms offenses occurring in the territorial sea 
of Somalia," defense attorneys wrote in a filing last month 
seeking dismissal of murder and several other charges for lack 
of jurisdiction. 

The owners of the yacht, Jean and Scott Adam of Marina 
del Rey, Calif., along with friends Bob Riggle and Phyllis 
Macay of Seattle, were the first Americans to be killed in a 
wave of pirate attacks off the coast of east Africa despite an 
international flotilla of warships that regularly patrol the area. 

The USS Sterett had been attempting to move between 
the hijacked yacht and the Somali coast when shots rang out 
aboard the Quest, fatally wounding the hostages being held for 
ransom. 

In a filing Wednesday, prosecutors wrote that when 
Somalia adopted the Law of the Sea treaty in 1989, it agreed 
to change its territorial claims to 12 nautical miles. 

"While some states registered declarations, reservations, 
or objections at the time of ratification, Somalia did not," 
prosecutors noted in their filing. 

Adding to the dispute, the U.S. has not ratified the Law of 
the Sea treaty, despite the urging of military leaders, the 
business community and the Obama administration. 

Defense attorneys argue that means the U.S. can't rely on 
a treaty it didn't sign to determine Somalia's territorial waters. 
They say prosecutors are relying on customary international 
law to define Somalia's territorial waters, but they say it isn't 
generally accepted that Somalia's territorial waters only extend 
12 miles. 

Among other things, they point to the fact that the United 
Nations notes that Somalia still asserts a 200 mile jurisdiction. 
Law of the Sea signatories Benin, Ecuador, El Salvador and 
Peru also continue to claim a 200 mile jurisdiction. 

It's unclear when a judge might rule on the dispute. 
Prosecutors claim that the motion to dismiss the murder 
charges shouldn't even be considered because they say defense 
attorneys made procedural missteps in their filing. 

A jury trial for the men is scheduled to begin in June. 
Twelve other men connected with the case have already 

pleaded guilty or been found guilty of piracy and sentenced to 
life in prison. 
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POLITICS: 
29. Nearing Election Day, Pentagon Goes Radio Silent 
(THE E-RING (FOREIGN POLICY) 18 OCT 12) ... Kevin Baron 

With the presidential election less than three weeks away, 
many civilian and military officials in the Pentagon fearing 

even a toe-touch in the electrified political pool have gone 
radio silent. 
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In recent weeks, several Pentagon officials and public 
affairs officers have directly cited the proximity of the 
presidential election when declining to comment to the E-Ring 
for news stories or in rejecting some requests for interviews. 

It’s happening for officials big and small, from members 
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff -- who historically tend to avoid 
the press before the nation is about to decide their next 
commander-in-chief -- to key Obama-appointed policy 
officials overseeing key areas like Russia or the Middle East 
that are commanding current headlines. Even practically 
unknown deputy to the deputy’s deputy-level civil servants are 
saying, “Maybe, in November.” 

One public affairs officer for a senior military officer 
responded to one recent request by saying the command would 
be delighted to accommodate the request. Just not right now. 

“Give us a call in about six months or so,” the officer 
said. 

One official who recently left the Pentagon said the radio 
silence doesn’t come as much of a surprise just weeks before a 
presidential election. “Everybody is in wait-and-see and do-
no-harm mode,” the former official said. 

The water cooler wisdom frequently heard in the building 
is that the White House is behind the lockdown, taping shut 
the mouths of the military or political appointees with the 
force of a strategic messaging juggernaut. 

The reality, according to senior defense and military 
officials, is not that coordinated or deliberate. 

“There’s been no order from the White House to stop 
interaction with the press. There’s been no order at all,” said 
one senior defense official. But the official acknowledged 
there is a skittish air about the building, which the official 
called “a temporary culture” as political tensions increase. 
“Some of this is to be expected.” 

Some civilian appointees, from the level of deputy 
assistant secretary of defense on up, seem to have taken it 
upon themselves to quiet down during the “silly season” 
before Election Day, the official said, but that’s a personal 
choice not policy. 

On the uniformed side, there’s a quicker sense to defend 
and explain a sense among officers to zip their lips when 
politics permeates the room. 

“I do strongly believe that military leaders must stay out 
of politics, not just during election season but always. If you're 

sensing anything at all, I think it is just that: individuals 
exercising prudence during a hyper-charged time,” said one 
military official. 

“There has been no direction from anywhere in the chain 
of command -- and certainly not from the White House -- to 
limit public speaking or commentary in pre-election days,” 
said the official, who is in a position to know. “Frankly, I 
think the expectation from our leaders remains what it has 
always been: that we will continue to meet our obligations to 
inform the American people of what we are doing and how we 
are doing it.” 

The official noted that military officials continue to 
appear in public forums and give speeches, even if they’re not 
talking directly to the press -- but that their more important 
role is far from the cameras. 

“Our job is to do the nation's bidding. We advise our 
civilian leaders, privately, and then we execute whatever 
decisions they make. That's the way it's supposed to work. It is 
neither healthy for the republic nor befitting the uniform we 
wear to involve ourselves in political concerns. I cannot think 
of a more dangerous course for us to steer.” 

There are some things Pentagon officials out of uniform 
appear to have been cleared to push. On Wednesday, Navy 
Secretary Ray Mabus gave a rousing defense of his initiative 
to spend billions on developing renewable energy sources. It’s 
a program that the White House strongly backs and over 
which it is facing a post-election battle with conservatives in 
Congress, who have added language blocking such funding in 
defense spending bills yet to be finalized this year. 

On Thursday, Defense Secretary Leon Panetta appeared 
in the briefing room to introduce a new program helping 
military personnel gain consumer loan protections, alongside 
Holly Petraeus, wife of CIA Director David Petraeus. And on 
Friday, the aptly-timed annual Military Reporters & Editors 
conference features an appearance by Gen. Ray Odierno, chief 
of staff in the Army. 

Next week, Panetta and Joint Chiefs Chairman Martin 
Dempsey are scheduled to hold a joint press briefing in the 
Pentagon, the senior defense official confirmed. 

Following that, the public can expect to hear from 
Pentagon officials more often, the official said. After the 
election. 
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COMMENTARY: 
30. All Of Japan Must Share Okinawa's Pain, Frustration Over U.S. Bases 
(ASAHI SHIMBUN 19 OCT 12) ... Editorial 

A woman who was raped by two men, both strangers, 
when she was 24 years old, wrote the following account of the 
effects of her ordeal: "Whenever I wept in the privacy of a 
women's room stall, I had to hold a handkerchief over my 
mouth and grit my teeth to stifle my sobs. Over time, weeping 
silently became second nature." 

As a man, the best I can do is to try to imagine her hurt 
and anguish. 

In the small hours of Oct. 16, two U.S. Navy Sailors were 
arrested for allegedly raping a woman in Okinawa Prefecture. 
They reportedly accosted the victim on her way home, chased 
her, dragged her into a secluded spot and raped her. The 

Okinawa prefectural police later arrested the perpetrators, who 
were staying in a hotel. 

Assigned to a naval air base in the U.S. mainland, the 
Sailors arrived in Japan on Oct. 3, moved on to Okinawa on 
Oct. 14 and were scheduled to leave for Guam on Oct. 16. The 
rape took place a few hours before their departure, which 
raises the suspicion that they timed the attack to minimize 
their chance of getting caught. If this was the case, it makes 
their egregious crime even more vile. 

But Defense Minister Satoshi Morimoto has repeatedly 
referred to the rape as an "accident." I could give him the 
benefit of the doubt and presume his wrong choice of words 
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was unintentional. Yet, I cannot completely dismiss the 
possibility that Morimoto thought, deep down, that this 
heinous crime was an "accidental" occurrence that could 
further ruffle the already disturbed Japan-U.S. alliance. 

For the victim, however, this was obviously anything but 
an accident. It was the worst kind of nightmare that must have 
left her feeling totally dehumanized. 

The people of Okinawa have already been outraged 
enough by the U.S. deployment of the accident-prone Osprey 
transport aircraft. Tokyo and Washington may feel 
compromised by the Sailors' folly at this critical time, but the 
real issue here is more than the gross insensitivity of these 
men. 

What has emerged is a picture of a deeply conflicted and 
distorted bilateral alliance in which the United States sees 

Okinawa--and some U.S. servicemen see Japanese women--
with eyes that are the same as those of the era of occupation 
by the United States immediately after the end of World War 
II. 

The leader of a Japanese women's group lamented that 
Okinawan women are living under the threat of "defective 
aircraft in the sky and U.S. troops on the streets at night." 

Japan's national policy of forcing the small island 
prefecture to put up with every undesirable reality of hosting 
U.S. military bases, from noise to crime, will surely harm the 
Japan-U.S. alliance over the long run. 

All non-Okinawan Japanese citizens are now being tested 
on their power of imagination to relate to and share Okinawa's 
pain. 
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31. Benghazi’s Overlooked Lesson: The Militia-Ization Of Libya 
(WASHINGTON POST 18 OCT 12) ... Max Fisher 

From the first days of the Libyan conflict, Western 
leaders who wished to intervene against dictator Moammar 
Gaddafi’s brutal crackdown faced a problem: Who would 
fight back? No outside country had the appetite for a ground 
invasion, and though the Libyan military was slowly 
fracturing, no single faction appeared both capable of fighting 
Gaddafi and trustworthy enough to displace him, even 
temporarily. 

There were, however, plenty of passionate young men and 
disaffected former soldiers in Libya willing to take up arms 
themselves. At first, they didn’t do so well, “less an organized 
force than the martial manifestation of a popular uprising,” as 
the New York Times’ C.J. Chivers gently described the poorly 
organized volunteer forces. But as time dragged on, some 
local groups of fighters coalesced into informal militias. 
Facing no obviously better options, the Western governments 
offered them recognition, training and some weapons. As 
Gaddafi lost control of his overstuffed weapons stores, 
weapons found their way into the hands of militias, and 
sometimes of anyone who walked up to the depots and picked 
something up. 

The militias often took charge behind the front lines as 
well, administering basic policing services that had once been 
handled by Gaddafi’s now-evaporating security state. As a 
small interim government of exiles, defectors and volunteers 
attempted to conjure a national government out of thin air, the 
new civilian leadership relied on the militias as utterly as did 
the Western powers. Much of Libya was entrusted to a loose 
network of volunteer groups, which civilian leaders had 
neither the resources nor the capability to properly vet. 

The U.S. struggle to maintain basic daily security in 
militia-ized Libya has gotten so tangled that, as The Post’s 
Michael Birnbaum revealed recently, one Benghazi-based 
militia that provides security for Americans there had 
threatened before the Sept. 11 attack to withdraw their 
services, believing the U.S. was showing too much support for 
a Libyan politician whom they oppose. 

The militia-ization of Libya was never meant to be 
permanent, but it’s taken on a momentum of its own, 
endangering the country’s ability to fully emerge from a 
conflict that technically ended with Gaddafi’s death almost 
exactly one year ago. Though many groups have disarmed, 

many have not, and the country’s government is struggling to 
control the volunteer fighters that it also relies on to serve as 
Libya’s only real security force. That means more than just 
policing: multiple militias are fighting to retake the town of 
Bani Walid from Gaddafi loyalists. The world is perhaps just 
beginning to grasp the dangerously chaotic nature of militia-
ized Libya, where the line between volunteer police and youth 
gang isn’t always clear, and the state is beholden to largely 
self-sufficient groups who often disagree and can shift 
priorities with little warning. 

This week brought two indicators of Libya’s struggle to 
control what you might call its militia federalism. The first is 
the ongoing investigation into the group believed to be 
responsible for the Sept. 11 attack on the U.S. consulate in 
Benghazi, Ansar al-Sharia. The group formed after Gaddafi’s 
ouster but its members had participated in the fight against 
him, picking up experience and weapons. Their ability to form 
this new militia, with a very different ideological mission than 
what drove the initial revolution, underscored the 
government’s inability to shut down the militia system, though 
it has made clear it desires to do so. The Libyan government 
left its share of the consulate security in part to another militia, 
the February 17 Brigades. 

The second indicator is a lengthy report from Human 
Rights Watch on the events surrounding Gaddafi’s death last 
October, which they conclude was one of dozens of summary 
executions conducted that day by militias. The report details 
both the fractiousness of the militia system and its inability to 
self-govern. The Misrata-based militias that killed Gaddafi 
and others had openly clashed with militias from Benghazi, 
the two at times competing for control of the Sirte, where the 
Libyan leader was captured. Some members of the Benghazi 
force that had helped capture Gaddafi later claimed they’d 
shot the former dictator in a dispute with the Misrata fighters 
about who would take custody of him, according to Human 
Rights Watch. “We understood that there needed to be a trial, 
but we couldn’t control everyone, some acted beyond our 
control,” a rebel commander told the NGO. 

When the revolution ended, so did the common cause that 
once bound many of the militias together, leading some 
groups to find new causes. Many of the networks are local, 
unlike the more disparate al-Qaeda factions that are easier for 
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U.S. intelligence to track because of their reliance on phone 
and Web communication. Most Libyans are not militia 
members, of course, and many have publicly protested the 
militias’ rising power. 

Beneath the domestic U.S. political debate over the 
Obama administration’s handling of the Benghazi incident is a 
larger question: How to do you improve security in a country 
where self-regulated citizen militias wield so much autonomy 
and power, where small arms are ubiquitous, and where just 
about anyone can get together with some friends and declare 
themselves an independent armed group? And how do you get 
Libyan officials, who are consumed with political infighting 
and struggling to maintain control, interested in addressing the 
problem? “Many ministries, including those that would take 

the lead in an investigation, are on autopilot as the new 
lawmakers plot alliances and betrayals over endless cups of 
coffee in Tripoli, the capital,” Birnbaum reported for The Post. 

Rajan Menon explained the self-reinforcing momentum of 
Libya’s reliance on militias: “The more a government relies on 
the muscle of armed militias, the less reliable it appears to its 
citizenry as a provider of public order. The weaker a 
government appears because of this dependence on militias, 
the more its legitimacy erodes and the less able it is to move 
against them. The less willing or able a government is to 
disarm and disband militias, the more audacious they become 
and the greater their inclination to act as statelets.” And the 
more likely that an anti-American group like Ansar al-Sharia 
tries to establish itself as one of those militia-statelets. 
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32. Syria As Dress Rehearsal: Securing WMD In Midst Of Civil War 
(REUTERS 19 OCT 12) ... Bennett Ramberg 

As Syria’s civil war spirals into mounting violence, the 
Assad regime’s chemical weapons stockpile is generating 
increased anxiety throughout the Middle East and beyond. 
Taking precautionary measures, the United States has 
reportedly placed 150 “planners and other specialists” in 
Jordan to work on contingencies — including the chemical 
weapons threat. 

As odd as it may seem, however, we are lucky that 
Syria’s chemical stockpile marks Damascus’s most serious 
weapons of mass destruction risk. Had Israel not bombed the 
country’s weapons reactor in 2007, the embattled nation — 
and the rest of us – could have been staring at the globe’s first 
civil war with a nuclear dimension. 

Consider the domestic and international panic that could 
ensue if rebel factions, terrorists, government insiders or 
looters in civil war got control of nuclear weapons or their 
feedstock, or strike at a nuclear reactor to release radioactive 
contents. Yet this is what we could indeed face if any 

Pakistan stands out as the country of greatest concern. 
First, its nuclear arsenal is sizable. Islamabad stores more than 
100 weapons, fed by several reactors and enrichment plants. 
The country also has a small but growing nuclear power 
sector. 

But what makes Pakistan particularly dicey is that its 
dysfunctional government is confronting persistent terrorist 
violence — including attacks on military installations believed 
to house nuclear weapons components. The unrest prompted 
Pakistan’s Army Chief of Staff Ashlaq Kayani to say in 
August that the country could face civil war. 

While Pakistan’s risks remain understood broadly, North 
Korea presents the opposite problem. U.S. intelligence 
repeatedly forecasts regime collapse. Yet the opaque Stalinist 
government hangs on even though it cannot feed its 
population, light or heat much of its cities or meet the 
modernization demands of the military. Despite decades of 
indoctrination, it still maintains the globe’s largest gulag. 

While the Kim dynasty may muddle along, its continuing 
economic dysfunction, institutional rigidity, palace politics, 
tensions with South Korea and the unmet population needs 
raise genuine questions about long-term survival. Even a 
peaceful government exit would raise nuclear security 
questions. But some experts fear the regime’s demise could 
include a violent clash between competing factions. 

Any U.S. or South Korean military intervention to 
lockdown nuclear elements could meet stiff armed resistance 
while nuclear custodians possibly race to sell atomic elements 
to the highest terrorist or rogue state bidder to feather their 
survival. 

Then there remains Iran. It’s still without the bomb, but 
Tehran’s growing enriched stockpile supplies the path — 
should the leadership make the decision. Iran presents another 
concern, however: If civil unrest should break out, the large 
1,000 megawatt Bushehr reactor offers a radiological target or 
hostage to civil war fighters. Though it’s in a remote corner of 
the Persian Gulf, a significant radiological release could pose 
risks to the Arab oil fields across the water. 

An Iran civil war appears remote at first blush. After all, 
the government effectively quashed the 2009 Green 
Revolution and continues to maintain an effective security 
service. But the movement’s undercurrents continue, today 
complicated by international sanctions that have ruffled the 
nation’s economic stability, suggesting the country may yet 
descend into a renewed Iranian spring of serious violence set 
against the nuclear backdrop. 

Given these dangers, U.S. defense planners have not been 
asleep. In 2010, the Quadrennial Defense Review—the 
Defense Department’s most recent long-term strategy 
assessment—acknowledged that the “instability or collapse of 
a WMD-armed state” would pose “a direct physical threat to 
the United States and all other nations.” 

Syria’s chemical arsenal marks the first serious test of 
U.S. strategy to address WMD in civil war. In addition to 
placing very limited forces in Jordan, the measures taken to 
date include bluster–U.S. and allied threats to intervene were 
Syria to move or use the arsenal and to safeguard against 
intrusion or removal by rebels, terrorists or looters. In May the 
United States joined by 18 countries added weight to 
intervention by including in the long-planned Operation Eager 
Lion training exercise in Jordan contingencies to deal with 
Syria’s chemical weapons. At this point the effectiveness of 
these steps remains unclear. 

However Syria’s chemical weapons scare resolves, it 
should serve as a wake-up call for nations to review their 
preparedness to meet the far more dangerous nuclear threat. 

Given the perils, the U.S. government would do well to 
appoint an independent panel of experts to vet current strategy 
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and incorporate the lessons of Syria. Because the public would 
bear the cost in blood and treasure of any serious intervention 
to curtail nuclear dangers, there must be an open component to 
the review that would allow comment. 

The goal could be hardly more important — assurance 
that the next civil war with WMD at risk does not become the 
globe’s collective nuclear nightmare. 

Bennett Ramberg served as a policy analyst in the Bureau 
of Politico-Military Affairs in the George H.W. Bush 
administration. 
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33. Safety of Marine Mammals 
Letter To the Editor 
(NEW YORK TIMES 19 OCT 12) ... Rear Adm. John F. Kirby 

Contrary to “Marine Mammals and the Navy’s 5-Year 
Plan” (editorial, some editions, Oct. 12), the Navy hasn’t been 
“forced to acknowledge” anything with respect to the potential 
damage done by sonar. The science you cite and the estimates 
you quote are largely our own. 

We are recognized leaders in the field of marine mammal 
research. We know that there is an effect on marine mammals, 
and we take that very seriously. That’s why we also stop sonar 
transmissions when marine mammals are sighted, establish 
safety zones around detonations and maneuver our ships to 
avoid marine life. 

It’s not “wishful thinking” that leads us to believe that the 
impact of our sonar training would be negligible. It is science 
and experience. 

Americans expect us to be environmentally aware. We 
are. But they also expect us to defend them, to protect this 
country at sea. We won’t do that irresponsibly. And we can’t 
do that if we don’t train. 

Rear Adm. John F. Kirby is Chief of Information, U.S. 
Navy. 
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On This Day In The Navy: 
1957: Bathyscaph Trieste, in a dive sponsored by the Office of Naval Research in the Mediterranean, reaches record depth of 2 
miles. 
 

TOP STORIES: 
1. Panetta: New Asia Focus Not Aimed To Contain China 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 19 SEP 12) ... Lolita C. Baldor 

BEIJING — U.S. Defense Secretary Leon Panetta told Chinese troops Wednesday that America's new military focus on the Asia 
Pacific, including plans to put a second radar system in Japan, is not an attempt to contain or threaten China. 

 
2. U.S. Destroyer And PLA Warship Team Up On Drill 
(SOUTH CHINA MORNING POST (HONG KONG) 18 SEP 12) ... Greg Torode 

Sino-U.S. military exchanges reached a significant high-water mark this week with the first joint anti-piracy exercises between 
the two navies. 

 
3. Chinese Military Invited To RIMPAC 2014 Exercises In Hawaii 
(HONOLULU STAR-ADVERTISER 19 SEP 12) ... William Cole 

The U.S. military has invited China to participate in the next Rim of the Pacific naval exercise off Hawaii in two years after 
equivocating on the issue during the most recent version of the big biennial exercise this summer. 

 

ASIA – PACIFIC: 
4. China's Xi Meets Panetta, Wants Better Military Ties With U.S 
(REUTERS 19 SEP 12) ... David Alexander 

BEIJING -- China's leader-in-waiting Xi Jinping held on Wednesday his first talks with a foreign official since vanishing from the 
public eye nearly two weeks ago, telling U.S. Defense Secretary Leon Panetta he wanted to advance ties with the United States. 

 
5. Leaders' Struggles In Beijing, Tokyo Escalate Island Dispute 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 19 SEP 12) ... Brian Spegele, Julian E. Barnes and Yuka Hayashi 

The flare-up between China and Japan over a small group of islands has exposed vulnerabilities in the governments of both 
nations that make diplomatic compromises difficult despite their deep economic ties. 

 
6. Washington, Tokyo Agree On Deployment Of Osprey 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 19 SEP 12) ... Toko Sekiguchi 

Japan and the U.S. reached agreement on Wednesday over deployment of U.S. Osprey military aircraft in Japan, settling an issue 
that had been an irritant in their relations as both countries grapple with China. 

 
7. Gov't Declares U.S. Marine Osprey Safe To Fly in Japanese Skies 
(KYODO NEWS 19 SEP 12) 

TOKYO -- The Japanese government declared Wednesday that the MV-22 Osprey tilt-rotor aircraft to be deployed at a U.S. 
Marine Corps air base in Okinawa Prefecture is safe to fly in Japanese skies, saying it has found no basis for thinking they are 
particularly dangerous. 

 
8. Swift Praises Bangladesh Navy For Evolving Role 
(DHAKA DAILY SUN (BANGLADESH) 18 SEP 12) 

U.S. 7th Fleet Commander Vice admiral Scott H. Swift Monday said although the Bay of Bengal features a range of security 
challenges, Bangladesh Navy and Coastguard are playing a significant role in facing them. 
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MIDEAST: 
9. Iran Launches Submarine As U.S. Navy Drills In Gulf 
(REUTERS 18 SEP 12) 

DUBAI -- Iran launched a submarine and a destroyer into the Gulf from Bandar Abbas port on Tuesday at the same time as U.S. 
and allied navies held exercises in the same waters to practice keeping oil shipping lanes open. 

 
10. World Powers To Discuss Iran Nuclear Programme At U.N. Next Week 
(REUTERS 19 SEP 12) ... Sebastian Moffett 

BRUSSELS -- Foreign ministers and the chief negotiator for world powers will meet next week to try to figure out how to break 
an impasse in negotiations over Iran's nuclear programme, after talks on Tuesday yielded no sign of progress. 

 
11. Bahrain, UAE Probe Suspicious Shipments Headed To Iran 
(REUTERS 18 SEP 12) ... Louis Charbonneau 

UNITED NATIONS -- Bahrain and the United Arab Emirates have confiscated a number of items Iran may have sought for its 
nuclear program, a development that diplomats said showed how enforcement of U.N. sanctions against Tehran is steadily improving. 

 
12. U.S. Envoy Insists Marines Mission In Yemen Limited 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 18 SEP 12) 

The U.S. ambassador in Sanaa insisted Tuesday that Marine reinforcements deployed to Yemen were on a temporary mission 
with limited duties, a day after protests demanding their withdrawal and his expulsion. 

 
13. Syrian Forces, Rebels Clash Near Turkey 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 18 SEP 12) ... Zeina Karam 

BEIRUT -- Fierce clashes broke out Tuesday between Syrian rebels and regime forces battling for control of a border crossing on 
the frontier with Turkey, and Turkish authorities told residents to evacuate the area. 

 

AFGHANISTAN: 
14. U.S. Curbs Joint Afghan Operations 
Commander Shifts Strategy, Citing 'Green-on-Blue' Attacks and Unrest Over Video; Kabul Bombing Hits 
Foreign Civilians 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 19 SEP 12) ... Nathan Hodge 

KABUL—The U.S. military, in the wake of several deadly attacks and the fallout from an anti-Muslim video, is pulling back on 
cooperation with Afghan forces, altering the U.S. strategy here until further notice. 

 

RUSSIA: 
15. Russian Navy Plans To Assign 30 Helicopters To Each Mistral 
(RIA NOVOSTI 19 SEP 12) 

MOSCOW -- Each of the two Mistral class amphibious assault ships being built in France for the Russian Navy will have air 
wings consisting of 30 Ka-52K and Ka-29 helicopters, Izvestia newspaper reported on Wednesday. 

 

ALLIED NAVIES: 
16. Report Warns Of Widening Gaps In U.K.’S Maritime Surveillance 
(DEFENSE NEWS 18 SEP 12) ... Andrew Chuter 

LONDON — With capability already compromised by the axing of the BAE System’s’ Nimrod MRA4 patrol aircraft, the British 
military faces a further decline in maritime surveillance capabilities as other key assets are withdrawn, a Parliamentary defense 
committee report warns. 

 

SEXUAL ASSAULT: 
17. Counseling More Private For Sex Assault Victims 
Victims now have more protections when applying for security clearances 
(NAVY TIMES 18 SEP 12) ... Rick Maze 

Military sexual trauma victims now have privacy protections when they apply for security clearances. 
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NAVY MEDICINE: 
18. BUMED Shuffle Puts Focus On Training, Research 
(NAVY TIMES 24 SEP 12) ... Joshua Stewart 

The Navy Bureau of Medicine and Surgery has reorganized to put a greater emphasis on training and research. 
 

PERSONNEL: 
19. Suicide Prevention Strategy Aims To Involve Vets’ Families 
(NAVY TIMES 24 SEP 12) ... Patricia Kime 

A new national strategy on suicide prevention seeks to reduce suicides by improving health care access and mental health 
treatment and drawing on public and private partnerships to reach those in need. 

 
20. Navy: Sub Commander Faked Death To End Affair 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 18 SEP 12) ... Michael Melia 

HARTFORD, Conn. — A Navy officer who was dismissed last month as commander of a Connecticut-based nuclear submarine 
faked his own death to end an affair he was carrying on with a mistress, investigation documents show. 

 

AVIATION: 
21. U.S. Air Force Chief Cites Concern About F-35 Operating Costs 
(REUTERS 18 SEP 12) ... Andrea Shalal-Esa 

WASHINGTON -- The top officer in the U.S. Air Force on Tuesday joined other Pentagon officials in raising questions about the 
Lockheed Martin Corp F-35 program, saying the cost of building and operating the new single-engine fighter needed to come down. 

 
22. Northrop, Italy's Finmeccanica Team Up For U.S. Helicopters 
(REUTERS 19 SEP 12) ... Andrea Shalal-Esa 

WASHINGTON -- Northrop Grumman and AgustaWestland, a unit of Italy's Finmeccanica SpA, said on Tuesday they were 
joining forces to compete for the new U.S. Air Force Combat Rescue helicopter and the U.S. Navy's new "Marine One" presidential 
helicopter. 

 

USS ENTERPRISE: 
23. Enterprise Inactivation Ceremony Dec. 1 In Norfolk 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 18 SEP 12) ... Mike Connors 

NORFOLK -- After 51 years of service, the aircraft carrier Enterprise will inactivate on Dec. 1, in a ceremony at Norfolk Naval 
Station. 

 

CYBER DEFENSE: 
24. U.S. Official Says Cyberattacks Can Trigger Self-Defense Rule 
(WASHINGTON POST 19 SEP 12) ... Ellen Nakashima 

Cyberattacks can amount to armed attacks triggering the right of self defense and are subject to international laws of war, the 
State Department’s top lawyer said Tuesday. 

 

CONGRESS / BUDGET: 
25. Hill Talks Numbers On Defense Cuts 
(POLITICO 18 SEP 12) ... Kate Brannen and Austin Wright 

It all comes down to the number. 
 

BUSINESS: 
26. Post-9/11 Defense Spending Boom Expanded Industrial Base, Study Shows 
(DEFENSE DAILY 19) ... Calvin Biesecker 

The dramatic rise in defense contract spending by the United States that accompanied the wars in Afghanistan and Iraq was 
matched by a similarly large expansion of the industrial base, according to a new study by the Center for Strategic and International 
Studies (CSIS). 
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27. A Comedown For America's Defense Lobby 
(REUTERS 19 SEP 12) ... Andrea Shalal-Esa and Marcus Stern 

WASHINGTON -- To grasp how much the budget wars have altered the natural order of things in Washington, consider this: One 
of the most powerful lobbies in town, the defense industry, is feeling a bit powerless. 

 

ARCTIC: 
28. Race Is On As Ice Melt Reveals Arctic Treasures 
(NEW YORK TIMES 19 SEP 12) ... Elisabeth Rosenthal 

NUUK, Greenland — With Arctic ice melting at record pace, the world’s superpowers are increasingly jockeying for political 
influence and economic position in outposts like this one, previously regarded as barren wastelands. 

 

MEDIA: 
29. Video Game Makes Risky Move 
The new 'Medal of Honor's' use of special forces members as consultants could prove troublesome. 
(LOS ANGELES TIMES 19 SEP 12) ... Alex Pham 

The former Navy SEAL who wrote an unauthorized account of the Osama bin Laden raid also participated in the development of 
an upcoming video game that features real-world U.S. anti-terrorist tactics, according to people with knowledge of the situation. 

 

LEGAL: 
30. Defense: Navy Actions Led To Pirate Hostage Deaths 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 18 SEP 12) ... Mike Hixenbaugh 

NORFOLK -- Attorneys for three Somali men charged in the deaths of four Americans during a pirate attack in the Arabian Sea 
last year say the Navy and FBI's efforts to rescue the hostages led to the killings. 

 

COMMENTARY: 
31. Iran Continues Uranium Enrichment Program 
U.S. failure to act not an option 
(WASHINGTON TIMES 19 SEP 12) ... Lt. Gen. Donald M. Lionetti 

Iran's refusal to back off from its uranium enrichment program, which could usher in a nuclear-armed Iran, has dramatically 
heightened tensions in the Persian Gulf region. The regime's oft-stated threats of missile attacks against American and allied interests 
in the region, stated plans to block the Strait of Hormuz and military maneuvers to test new Iranian missiles increase the level of 
brinkmanship with each passing day. 

 
32. Deconstructing The Triad 
U.S. Must Rethink Nuclear Deterrence 
(DEFENSE NEWS 17 SEP 12) ... Ajay Patel and Ben Wachendorf 

There are huge decisions that must be made soon on U.S. national defense. Most Americans have no idea what is at stake. 
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TOP STORIES: 
1. Panetta: New Asia Focus Not Aimed To Contain China 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 19 SEP 12) ... Lolita C. Baldor 

BEIJING — U.S. Defense Secretary Leon Panetta told 
Chinese troops Wednesday that America's new military focus 
on the Asia Pacific, including plans to put a second radar 
system in Japan, is not an attempt to contain or threaten China. 

Delivering his message directly to the young Chinese 
officers and cadets coming up through the ranks, Panetta tried 
to put to rest fears that the U.S. move to add forces, ships and 
a missile defense system in the region is aimed at the 
communist giant. 

Ever since the plan was unveiled by the Pentagon earlier 
this year, the U.S. military's shift to the Pacific has fueled 
worries of increased tensions or conflict with China and its 2.3 
million-member People's Liberation Army. While the broad 
sentiments expressed in the speech were not new, Panetta laid 
out a more pointed argument that the growing American 
presence in the region includes an effort to build a stronger 
relationship with Beijing. 

"Our rebalance to the Asia-Pacific region is not an 
attempt to contain China. It is an attempt to engage China and 
expand its role in the Pacific," Panetta said in remarks 
prepared for delivery at the Engineering Academy of PLA 
Armored Forces. "It is about creating a new model in the 
relationship of two Pacific powers." 

He acknowledged that improving relations and building 
trust will take time and that, "despite the distance we have 
traveled over the past 40 years, it is clear that this journey is 
not yet complete, particularly for our two militaries." 

Tensions between the U.S. and China have reverberated 
across the region, often focused on America's support of 
Taiwan, which China regards as a breakaway province and 
threatens to use force to block any Taiwanese bid for formal 
independence. 

In recent weeks, territorial disputes between China and 
Japan over a string of uninhabited islands have inflamed the 
region and raised worries that the U.S. may back the Japanese. 

The U.S. also has been very vocal in blaming China for 
cyberattacks that emanate from the country and steal critical 

data from U.S. government agencies and American 
companies. 

"We must be clear-eyed about the challenges and 
difficulties that we face as two major powers," Panetta told the 
military crowd. "We will not agree on every issue that comes 
before us. But we cannot let those disagreements and 
challenges blind us to the great opportunities that exist." 

While Panetta's meetings with Chinese leaders this week 
touched on many of the disagreements between the two 
countries, his address to the academy stressed the need for 
each nation to trust the other and try to cooperate and 
communicate more. It is time, he said, to stop focusing on 
areas of dispute and suspicion and see the potential in areas 
where the two nations can work together. 

Panetta's message to the Chinese troops built on his 
speech at the security conference in Singapore earlier this year 
where he introduced America's new military focus on the 
Pacific to Asian nations. 

He told the academy gathering Wednesday that America's 
future security and prosperity would be linked to Asia more 
than any other place in the world, but that it also is a region 
threatened by terrorism, nuclear proliferation, piracy and 
natural disasters. This is Panetta's first visit to China as 
defense secretary, and he is the first Pentagon chief to visit the 
academy. 

And while he did not specifically mention the new 
planned radar system in Japan that he announced earlier this 
week in Tokyo, Panetta issued a broader declaration that any 
such missile defense move by the U.S. was aimed directly at 
North Korea. 

Pyongyang's moves to enrich uranium and test ballistic 
missiles are a direct threat to the security of Asia and the 
United States, he said, adding that "ballistic missile defense 
systems are designed to foster peace and stability in the 
region." 

Return to Index 
 

2. U.S. Destroyer And PLA Warship Team Up On Drill 
(SOUTH CHINA MORNING POST (HONG KONG) 18 SEP 12) ... Greg Torode 

Sino-U.S. military exchanges reached a significant high-
water mark this week with the first joint anti-piracy exercises 
between the two navies. 

Both militaries confirmed yesterday that the five-hour 
exercise took place in the Gulf of Aden on Monday - a day 
before Defence Minister General Liang Guanglie , met his 
U.S. counterpart, Defence Secretary Leon Panetta, in Beijing 
and pledged to expand such contact. 

Liang said the People's Liberation Army and the Pentagon 
should enhance co-operation in non-traditional areas, 
including anti-piracy efforts and medical rescues - something 
Washington has been pushing for some time. "This will inject 
new meaning into military-to-military ties," Liang said during 
Panetta's first visit to Beijing. 

Previous exercises had been limited to search-and-rescue 
and coastguard operations. 

A statement from the Bahrain-based U.S. Fifth Fleet 
referred to Monday's "unique" operation, which saw the 
guided missile destroyer USS Winston S. Churchill team up 
with the PLA naval frigate Yiyang, a modern multi-role 
warship. They staged a mock boarding, search and seizure 
operation on a suspected pirate vessel. 

"The focus was on bilateral interoperability in detecting, 
boarding and searching suspected vessels as well as the ability 
of both Chinese and American naval assets to respond to 
pirated vessels," the U.S. statement said. "Executing the 
boarding side-by-side as a combined U.S.-Chinese team, the 
team successfully searched the vessel and provided assistance 
to the role-playing mariners." 

PLA expert Gary Li, the head of marine and aviation 
forecasting at the London-based private intelligence firm 
Exclusive Analysis, said the exercise carried symbolic rather 
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than hard military significance. "In military terms, we are 
talking pretty small beer ... but the fact is that they have not 
done anything like this before, and it will help to boost trust 
and confidence on all sides," he said. 

The historic decision of the PLA Navy to join an 
international armada fighting piracy off Somalia raised 
international hopes of increased co-operation when it started 
four years ago. 

It marked China's first foray in centuries into potential 
conflict beyond its home waters. But while its regular shipping 
convoys to guide vessels from greater China and beyond have 
required PLA naval officials to liaise more closely with U.S., 
NATO and other forces operating off the Horn of Africa, the 

Pentagon has struggled to win approval from Beijing to stage 
such a drill as Monday's. 

An independent survey of Sino-U.S. military figures 
prepared in June for the U.S. Congress noted: "Even on 
relatively innocuous and co-operative efforts such as parallel 
anti-piracy operations ... the PLA has not described them as 
useful for ... engagement or co-operation with the U.S. 
military." This was "at odds with U.S. goals and views.” 

Planned exercises were then thwarted by tensions relating 
to a new package of arms sales to Taiwan in September last 
year. 

Yesterday's Fifth Fleet statement, however, noted that 
both sides discussed the operation "to learn how to better 
operate in the future.” 

Return to Index 
 

3. Chinese Military Invited To RIMPAC 2014 Exercises In Hawaii 
(HONOLULU STAR-ADVERTISER 19 SEP 12) ... William Cole 

The U.S. military has invited China to participate in the 
next Rim of the Pacific naval exercise off Hawaii in two years 
after equivocating on the issue during the most recent version 
of the big biennial exercise this summer. 

During a news conference in Beijing today, U.S. Defense 
Secretary Leon Panetta told his Chinese counterpart, Defense 
Minister Gen. Liang Guanglie, that “The United States Navy 
will invite China to send a ship to participate in the RIMPAC 
2014 exercise,” the Pentagon said. 

Panetta and Liang said they see progress and room for 
growth in the two nations’ military relationship, according to 
the Pentagon. 

A total of 22 nations, 25,000 personnel, 40 ships, six 
submarines and more than 200 aircraft participated in 
RIMPAC June 29 through Aug. 3 in and around Hawaii. 

So many nations were involved in this year’s RIMPAC 
war games that China complained it was feeling left out. 

“Watching from afar, China is feeling uncomfortable,” 
the Global Times, published under the auspices of the 
Communist Party of China, wrote at the time. “But it should 
be forgotten soon. The exercise is nothing but a big party held 
by the U.S. which is in a melancholy state of mind due to 
difficult realities.” 

Return to Index 
 
 

ASIA – PACIFIC: 
4. China's Xi Meets Panetta, Wants Better Military Ties With U.S 
(REUTERS 19 SEP 12) ... David Alexander 

BEIJING -- China's leader-in-waiting Xi Jinping held on 
Wednesday his first talks with a foreign official since 
vanishing from the public eye nearly two weeks ago, telling 
U.S. Defense Secretary Leon Panetta he wanted to advance 
ties with the United States. 

Vice-President Xi's disappearance had prompted 
widespread rumors that he was ill or worse ahead of this year's 
five-yearly Communist Party Congress when he is expected to 
be named party chief. 

"I believe that your visit will be very helpful in further 
advancing the state-to-state and mil-to-mil (military-to-
military) relations between our two countries," Xi told Panetta 
during a welcoming ceremony at the Great Hall of the People. 

Panetta's visit has come at a fraught time for China which 
is in the midst of an escalating row with U.S. ally Japan over 
who owns a small group of islands in the East China Sea. The 
dispute has triggered widespread anti-Japanese protests in 
China in the past few days. 

Critics in China believe that a U.S. move to shift its 
strategic focus to the region has encouraged countries like 
Japan to be more bold when dealing with Beijing. 

But Panetta, in remarks later to cadets at a Chinese 
military academy, sought to convince Beijing that the shift in 

focus was not an attempt to hem in China, whose neighbors 
have expressed concern about its expanding military reach. 

Panetta told students at the Armored Forces Engineering 
Academy that expanding U.S. missile defenses in Asia were 
aimed at North Korea, not China, and that deepening U.S. 
defense ties with allies in the region were to reinforce a 
security system that had helped China flourish. 

"Our rebalance to the Asia-Pacific region is not an 
attempt to contain China," he said. "It is an attempt to engage 
China and expand its role in the Pacific. It is about creating a 
new model in the relationship of two Pacific powers." 

Panetta's remarks echoed the message he has delivered in 
meetings with defense and political leaders during his three-
day visit. 

"Not Convinced" 
But the message is difficult to sell to a skeptical Chinese 

audience concerned about U.S. missile defenses in Japan, 
expanding military ties with the Philippines and suspicion that 
Washington wants military access to Cam Ranh Bay in 
Vietnam. 

"The Chinese just don't buy it. They are not convinced," 
said Bonnie Glaser, a China analyst at the Center for Strategic 
and International Studies, a Washington think-tank. 
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"Moreover they see the U.S. as emboldening nations like 
Japan, the Philippines and Vietnam who have territorial 
disputes with China to directly confront Beijing," she said. 

Panetta has said the United States takes no position in the 
territorial dispute between Japan and China, though 
acknowledges U.S. defense obligations in the event of an 
attack on Japan. 

Panetta said that while Washington and Beijing would not 
always agree on issues, it was important to look beyond the 
disagreements to areas where they could work cooperatively 
together. 

"We cannot let those disagreements and challenges blind 
us to the great opportunities that exist," he said. "If we work 

together and cooperate together, we can solve problems 
together." 

Panetta said to do that, the United States and China 
needed to focus on building confidence and understanding 
between their two militaries by enhancing the quality and 
frequency of their dialogue and interaction. 

He cited combating terrorism, responding to natural 
disasters, ensuring maritime security and preventing the 
spread of weapons of mass destruction, piracy and drug 
trafficking as areas where the U.S. and Chinese militaries 
could cooperate to their mutual benefit. 

Return to Index 
 

5. Leaders' Struggles In Beijing, Tokyo Escalate Island Dispute 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 19 SEP 12) ... Brian Spegele, Julian E. Barnes and Yuka Hayashi 

The flare-up between China and Japan over a small group 
of islands has exposed vulnerabilities in the governments of 
both nations that make diplomatic compromises difficult 
despite their deep economic ties. 

For China, violent anti-Japanese protests in recent days 
have laid bare growing public dissatisfaction with China's 
current generation of leaders, who some protesters describe as 
weak and incapable of defending territorial claims against 
Japan. 

The protests also threaten to raise the stakes for China's 
next generation of leaders, including Vice President Xi 
Jinping, who is expected to succeed outgoing President Hu 
Jintao. In addition to pleasing their own political power bases, 
leaders like Mr. Xi increasingly have to consider how to 
handle raucous and increasingly vocal nationalist 
constituencies. 

In Japan, Prime Minister Yoshihiko Noda—the sixth 
person to hold that title in six years—faces potential defeat by 
the end of the year in a general election campaign shaped by 
an increasingly assertive nationalist movement. Public opinion 
surveys show Mr. Noda's ruling party is all but certain to get 
squeezed, possibly coming in third behind two rival parties led 
by politicians advocating a much tougher stance with China. 

The situations of both governments leave them less room 
to give ground over the issue of control of the East China Sea 
islands at the risk of appearing weak. While get-tough 
attitudes could play well with the public at home, they also 
threaten to damage relations between nations that form a key 
trade relationship for the global economy. 

"It is regrettable that politicians are undermining the 
relationship that has been long built up by the private sector of 
both countries," said Hiromasa Yonekura, chairman of Japan's 
chief business lobby. 

Impassioned, though peaceful, demonstrations across 
China on Tuesday underscored a major dilemma for Beijing: 
Pursuing a moderate foreign policy toward the Japanese 
threatens to embolden nationalists and others dissatisfied with 
government while greater assertiveness would serve as 
justification in Washington for deeper strategic and military 
inroads in the region. 

Thousands of protesters in Beijing, Shanghai, Shenzhen 
and othermajor Chinese cities shouted slogans and lofted 
banners with heated anti-Japanese rhetoric on Tuesday, the 
81st anniversary of a 1931 incident that led to Japan's invasion 

of China's Manchuria region. They were protesting the 
Japanese government's recent declaration that it would 
purchase the islands, which are called Senkaku in Japan and 
Diaoyu in Chinese. The islands are controlled by Japan but 
also claimed by China and Taiwan. 

U.S. Secretary of Defense Leon Panetta, meeting with 
senior Chinese military leaders on Tuesday as part of a 
broader Asian visit, renewed calls for regional peace. "We are 
urging calm and restraint by all sides and we encourage them 
to maintain open channels of communications in order to 
resolve these disputes diplomatically and peacefully," he said 
at a news conference on Tuesday with China's defense 
minister, Gen. Liang Guanglie. 

But Gen. Liang appeared to leave the door open for 
tougher moves. "We reserve the right to take further actions," 
he added. "That being said, we still hope for a peaceful and 
negotiated solution for this issue and we hope to work together 
and work well with the Japanese government in properly 
handling this dispute." 

There were signs matters were starting to return to normal 
for Japanese businesses, many of which closed as a precaution 
after protesters over the weekend attacked Japanese 
restaurants and cars. Sony Corp. and superstore operator Aeon 
Co. said they would reopen, though Toyota Motor Corp. and 
others said they would remain closed. 

In many cases, the protesters—some of whom were 
laborers wearing hardhats—sang patriotic songs and held up 
pictures of Mao Zedong. Some say allusions to the former 
dictator highlight dissatisfaction with current leaders, who are 
seen by some in the public as tepid in defending China's 
political interests internationally. 

"The current government is relatively weak," said a 23-
year-old onlooker as he watched protesters near the Japanese 
Embassy in Beijing. He referred to China's Foreign Ministry 
as the "Ministry of Protest," a jab at Chinese leaders' repeated 
statements that they are strongly protesting Japan's moves on 
the islands and other issues. 

Signs of weakness come at a particularly bad time, as 
Chinese officials are preparing to begin a once-a-decade 
change in leadership, likely in the coming weeks. China's 
economy is slowing. And Chinese Communist Party leaders 
are considering the fate of Bo Xilai, an ousted politician who 
led a revival of "red" Maoist culture that remains popular in 
China. 
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"Dissatisfaction with the Japanese is clear. But they also 
have some expressions of dissatisfaction with China's 
government and society," said Mao Shoulong, a public-policy 
expert at Renmin University in Beijing. 

At the same time, the protests and a near-constant loop of 
anti-Japanese rhetoric on state broadcasters are a helpful 
distraction for the party ahead of the transition. Analysts say 
the party appears to be giving those with grudges toward 
society a way to vent while by and large keeping them under 
police control. 

"Chinese society has accumulated much dissatisfaction 
and societal complaints," said Liu Junning, a well-known 
Chinese political analyst. "They want to find an outlet to 
release it." 

Beijing fears protests could begin to spiral beyond their 
control and spur new political consciousness among 
nationalist Chinese. In particular, the government likely fears 
any parallel between recent demonstrations and what's known 
as the May Fourth Movement. 

In 1919, several thousand students took to Beijing's 
streets to protest in part terms of the Treaty of Versailles that 
would give foreign-controlled territory in eastern China to the 
Japanese. The protests and related political and intellectual 
awakening were among a series of factors paving the way for 
a Communist Party takeover in subsequent decades. 

An editorial this week in the popular tabloid Global 
Times drew a line between that movement and protests 
playing out across China. Nearly 100 years after the May 
Fourth Movement, violence regularly accompanies large 
protests in China, which in some cases wins popular support 
on China's support, it read. The editorial urged the country to 
fight against street-protest violence. 

An editorial this week in the popular tabloid Global 
Times drew a line between that movement and protests 
playing out across China. Nearly 100 years after the May 
Fourth Movement, violence regularly accompanies large 
protests in China, it read. The editorial urged the country to 
fight against street-protest violence. 

In Japan, authorities said 11 Chinese patrol boats were 
sighted Tuesday in the areas adjacent to the island's territorial 
waters. But Japan's top government spokesman, Chief Cabinet 
Secretary Osamu Fujimura said a large number of Chinese 
fishing boats that were reported to be heading for the area 
hadn't been sighted. 

In Tokyo, Japan's top government officials held an 
emergency meeting Tuesday to discuss a response to the 
escalating tensions both in Chinese cities and in the disputed 
waters. "We will stay on guard and take all possible 
measures," said Mr. Noda, the prime minister. Officials 
declined to disclose details. 

Mr. Noda's government—already battered over a series of 
domestic internal political tussles—is likely to be forced to 
dissolve parliament by November and call a general election. 

A Mainichi Shimbun newspaper poll published Monday 
showed the chief opposition Liberal Democratic Party drawing 
support from 19% of voters and the newly formed Japan 
Restoration Party drawing 11% of the vote. Mr. Noda's ruling 
Democratic Party of Japan drew 13% support, with indications 
that number was falling. 

The LDP is in the middle of an internal election to choose 
a leader for the coming campaign, and the five candidates 
appear to be competing over how hard a line to take with 
China. "The Japanese government should lodge a strong 
protest with China," former Prime Minister Shinzo Abe said in 
one recent intraparty debate, according to Kyodo News. 
"Japan should pursue a stern diplomacy toward China," 
echoed former Foreign Minister Nobutaka Machimura. 

The head of the Japan Restoration Party, popular Osaka 
Mayor Toru Hashimoto, has also been outspoken in criticizing 
China. 

The current standoff with China was, indeed, driven by 
Japan's leading nationalist, Tokyo Gov. Shintaro Ishihara, who 
made an audacious bid this spring to buy some of the disputed 
islands from private Japanese owners for his regional 
government. Mr. Ishihara vowed to develop the islands 
aggressively, to cement Japan's control, actions he knew to be 
provocative to Beijing. Mr. Noda's government originally tried 
to ignore Mr. Ishihara's quest, but then grew alarmed by the 
outpouring of public support for an online fundraising 
campaign, and concluded it had no choice but to have the 
national government step in. 

While Mr. Noda and aides insisted that would be less 
incendiary to China than Ishihara control, that distinction 
seemed irrelevant to China, which saw it as an unacceptable 
upending of the status quo—triggering the latest wave of 
Chinese protests. 

George Nishiyama in Tokyo and James T. Areddy in 
Shanghai contributed to this article. 

Return to Index 
 

6. Washington, Tokyo Agree On Deployment Of Osprey 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 19 SEP 12) ... Toko Sekiguchi 

Japan and the U.S. reached agreement on Wednesday 
over deployment of U.S. Osprey military aircraft in Japan, 
settling an issue that had been an irritant in their relations as 
both countries grapple with China. 

"We have confirmed the safety of the Osprey aircraft," 
said Defense Minister Satoshi Morimoto. "Having rigorously 
confirmed its flight safety, which was a precondition for 

flights to take place, we have given the U.S. permission to 
start test flights." 

The deployment of the tilt-rotor Osprey in Japan has 
become controversial because of concerns over its safety 
record. A crash in Florida injured five people, while an 
accident in April in Morocco killed two. U.S. officials say the 
perception of safety problems isn't supported by the actual 
accident rate, which is lower than for other aircraft. 

Return to Index 
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7. Gov't Declares U.S. Marine Osprey Safe To Fly in Japanese Skies 
(KYODO NEWS 19 SEP 12) 

TOKYO -- The Japanese government declared 
Wednesday that the MV-22 Osprey tilt-rotor aircraft to be 
deployed at a U.S. Marine Corps air base in Okinawa 
Prefecture is safe to fly in Japanese skies, saying it has found 
no basis for thinking they are particularly dangerous. 

The Japanese and U.S. governments agreed earlier in the 
day on a set of measures to ensure the Osprey's safe operation, 
centered on altitude restrictions applied to low-altitude flight 
training involving the transport aircraft. 

The declaration, jointly announced by Defense Minister 
Satoshi Morimoto and Foreign Minister Koichiro Gemba, 
comes as opposition to the aircraft's use remains strong in 
Okinawa, due mainly to concern stemming from recent 
crashes involving Ospreys overseas. 

The Marines will begin test flights soon, possibly on 
Friday, at the Iwakuni Air Station in Iwakuni, Yamaguchi 
Prefecture, where 12 Ospreys remain on the ground after 
being shipped from the United States in July, according to 
defense officials. 

They also hope to start full operations of the Osprey 
aircraft -- which can take off and land like a helicopter and 
cruise like an airplane -- at the Futenma Air Station in 
Ginowan, Okinawa, in October, after moving them there. 

"On the premise that this (agreement) will be sincerely 
observed and maximum care be taken for the people with 
regard to flight safety, the government has confirmed the 
Osprey's operational safety and decided to allow the U.S. side 
to begin operating the Osprey," Morimoto told reporters. 

Morimoto later visited Yamaguchi and sought acceptance 
from Iwakuni Mayor Yoshihiko Fukuda for the newly devised 
measures and for starting test flights at the Marine base there. 
Besides meeting with Yamaguchi Gov. Shigetaro Yamamoto, 
he is also considering visiting Okinawa on a separate 
occasion. 

Despite the central government's safety declaration, 
Okinawa Gov. Hirokazu Nakaima remains opposed to the 
Osprey deployment at the Marine base, which is situated in a 
densely populated area. 

"We don't think they are safe," the governor told Kyodo 
News on Wednesday morning. "Moreover, they are bringing 
them to such a dense area. It's just incomprehensible." Among 
the measures agreed at the Japan-U.S. Joint Committee 
involving foreign and defense officials from both countries is 
one requiring Ospreys not to fly below 500 feet (roughly 150 
meters) above ground level during low-altitude flight training 
planned across the country. 

The minimum altitude restriction, stipulated in Japan's 
civil aeronautics law, normally does not apply to U.S. military 
aircraft. 

Flights above nuclear power facilities, historic sites and 
congested areas are also to be avoided under the measures, 
which limit short-distance, low-altitude tight formation flights 
to the boundary of U.S. military facilities and zones as much 
as possible. 

Under the memorandum agreed Wednesday, the Japanese 
and U.S. governments also intend to consider the possibility of 
conducting Osprey flight training outside of Okinawa to 
reduce the burden on the people of the island prefecture, 

which shoulders the bulk of U.S. military installations in 
Japan. 

Flight paths for Ospreys around U.S. military facilities are 
to avoid air space over densely populated areas, including 
hospitals and schools, as much as possible, and they are to be 
flown over water whenever possible, according to the new 
measures. 

To reduce noise, the measures also limit flight and ground 
operations between 10 p.m. and 6 a.m. at the Futenma base to 
those deemed necessary for operational requirements. 

Under the measures, Ospreys will fly in vertical take-off 
and landing mode only within the boundary of U.S. facilities 
and areas, except when operationally necessary. Periods flying 
with the aircraft's twin rotors tilted forward, a conversion 
maneuver said to be unstable, must be made as short as 
possible. 

The declaration says no notable safety issues have been 
found in connection with the aircraft, and that its flight 
operations will begin in Japan on the premise that maximum 
care will be taken for the safety of local residents. 

"If new issues emerge, we will consult them at the Joint 
Committee right away," Gemba told reporters alongside 
Morimoto. 

Both the U.S. and Japanese governments had said the 
Marines would not operate Ospreys before their safety is 
ensured, as concerns mounted over the aircraft's operational 
safety following a deadly crash in Morocco in April and 
another crash in Florida in June. 

U.S. investigations and the reviews of such probes 
conducted by the Japanese government later concluded that 
the aircraft itself was not to blame in either accident, and that 
both crashes were the result of human error. 

The Marines plan to deploy a total of 24 Ospreys to the 
Futenma base to replace aging CH-46 double-rotor helicopters 
there. 

On Wednesday, Gemba stressed the importance of the 
Osprey presence in Okinawa, saying that Ospreys will 
constitute the core of the Marines' equipment. 

"I think they are indispensable for Japan's security and 
East Asian security," he said. 

Earlier this month, tens of thousands of people in 
Okinawa rallied in Ginowan to protest the planned Osprey 
deployment at the base. 

Gist Of Steps To Ensure Osprey Safety, Japan's 
"Safety Declaration" 

The following is the gist of steps agreed between Japan 
and the United States on Wednesday to ensure the safe 
operation of U.S. Marine Corps MV-22 Osprey aircraft and 
the "safety declaration" announced by the Japanese 
government the same day. 

 No notable problems are found in aircraft, no basis 
for thinking Osprey is dangerous. 

 Osprey operations to begin in Japan on premise that 
maximum care will be taken to ensure safety for local 
residents. 

 Osprey to fly at 150 meters or above in altitude as 
required under civil aeronautics law, flights to be 
avoided over nuclear facilities, archeological sites, 
densely populated areas. 
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 Flight paths around U.S. military facilities to be 
drawn outside air space over hospitals, schools. 
Osprey to fly over sea as much as possible. 

 Osprey to conduct short-distance, low-altitude 
formation flights only over U.S. military facilities. 

 Late-night, early morning flights to be minimum 
necessary at Futenma for noise abatement. 

 Limiting Osprey's vertical flight mode to air space 
over U.S. military facilities. 

 Shorten as much as possible time flying with rotors 
tilted forward. 

Return to Index 
 

8. Swift Praises Bangladesh Navy For Evolving Role 
(DHAKA DAILY SUN (BANGLADESH) 18 SEP 12) 

U.S. 7th Fleet Commander Vice admiral Scott H. Swift 
Monday said although the Bay of Bengal features a range of 
security challenges, Bangladesh Navy and Coastguard are 
playing a significant role in facing them. 

He made the observations while addressing the inaugural 
ceremony of the second annual Cooperation Afloat Readiness 
and Training (CARAT) exercise in Chittagong – an event 
marking the most significant military exchange between the 
U.S. and Bangladesh navies and one that speaks the growing 
security relationships between the two countries. 

“The threat of piracy is always a concern but thanks to 
persistent Bangladesh navy and coast guard patrols, piracy is 
on the run from the anchorages right here in Chittagong out to 
the Bay of Bengal,” he said. 

“Enforcement capabilities continue to rise with the 
Bangladesh Navy’s acquisition of new patrol vessels. These 
security gains have allowed sustainable fisheries and offshore 
gas rigs to operate safely, and facilitated hydrographic surveys 
and dredging efforts following natural disasters. The net effect 
is an upward trend in maritime trade and investment in 
Bangladesh.” 

Over the next eight days, CARAT will offer opportunities 
to develop interoperability, share information and strengthen 
relationships, both ashore and at sea. This navy-to-navy 
engagement is invaluable, and places both sides in a better 
position to address shared security concerns. 

Swift said, “Two of the biggest are maritime security and 
humanitarian assistance disaster response. The first involves 
keeping the sea lines of communication open for the freedom 
of movement of goods and personnel that are important for all 
nations in this region. Navies are essential here by countering 
terrorism and violent extremism, piracy, and smuggling in the 
maritime domain.” 

“The second involves our readiness to respond and cope 
with natural disasters, which are unfortunately more common 

than any nation would like. Our ability to confront these 
challenges has a direct bearing on promoting global peace and 
advancing regional stability.” 

He praised the Bangladesh navy for their evolving role as 
a key maritime leader in south Asia - a region where the Bay 
of Bengal and the Padma River encompass sea lanes that are 
vital to international trade and investment. 

“Fulfilling this role is no small task. The Bay of Bengal 
features a range of security challenges, from maritime border 
and resource competition to piracy and illegal fishing 
activities. Moving inland, the heavily populated Padma delta 
has among the world’s highest rates of annual flooding,” he 
said. 

Bangladesh has worked with its neighbours to counter 
violent extremism, address maritime border disputes and 
protect maritime commerce. Efforts are also underway to 
improve information sharing and develop maritime domain 
awareness, he added. 

“Placing carat in this context, our goal is to conduct a 
mutually beneficial exercise that focuses on capabilities 
unique to maritime security,” he said. 

Swift further said the Bangladesh Navy, Coast Guard and 
elite units like Navy Special Warfare and Diving Salvage 
(SWADS) are well-equipped and highly-capable 
organisations. 

Their officers and enlisted members know how to protect 
Bangladesh’s maritime interests from a range of conventional 
and asymmetric challenges. 

“Through CARAT, we are here to strengthen our growing 
navy-to-navy partnership through the venue provided by 
exercise carat. In this sense, carat is about connecting 
maritime professionals and sharing best practices. It leverages 
existing skills towards cooperative applications, increasing our 
readiness in response to real-world events and crises that 
would call upon our navies to work side-by-side,” he said. 
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MIDEAST: 
9. Iran Launches Submarine As U.S. Navy Drills In Gulf 
(REUTERS 18 SEP 12) 

DUBAI -- Iran launched a submarine and a destroyer into 
the Gulf from Bandar Abbas port on Tuesday at the same time 
as U.S. and allied navies held exercises in the same waters to 
practice keeping oil shipping lanes open. 

Tehran has repeatedly threatened to close the Strait of 
Hormuz, a route for oil exports from the Gulf, if Iranian 
nuclear sites are attacked by Israel, which believes Tehran is 
trying to develop an atomic bomb. 

The United States, Britain, France and a number of 
Middle Eastern states are conducting a naval exercise in the 
Gulf this week, focusing on how to clear mines that Tehran or 
guerilla groups might deploy to disrupt tanker traffic. 

Iran's refitted Tareq-901 submarine and Sahand destroyer 
were launched on the direct orders of Supreme Leader 
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, the official IRNA news agency 
reported. 
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On the other side of the country, Khamenei visited the 
northern coastal city of Nowshahr on Tuesday to watch naval 
cadets practice planting mines, freeing hijacked ships, 
destroying enemy vessels and jumping from helicopters, his 
official website said. 

"The armed forces must reach capabilities such that no 
one can attack the strong fence of the country and the dear 
people of Iran," Khamenei told army commanders, according 
to the Iranian Students News Agency. 

Iran's Tareq-class submarines are diesel-electric boats that 
were originally built in Russia in the early 1990s, according to 
the Nuclear Threat Initiative, a non-profit organisation which 
focuses on security affairs. 

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said on 
Sunday that Tehran was close to being able to build a nuclear 
bomb, fuelling speculation about an Israeli strike. Iran insists 
its nuclear programme is peaceful. 

Publicly, Iranian military officials have sounded relaxed 
about the U.S. naval exercise. 

"This exercise is a defensive exercise and we don't 
perceive any threats from it," Mohammad Ali Jafari, 
commander of the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps, told 
local media. 

"We are not conducting exercises in response." 

Return to Index 
 

10. World Powers To Discuss Iran Nuclear Programme At U.N. Next Week 
(REUTERS 19 SEP 12) ... Sebastian Moffett 

BRUSSELS -- Foreign ministers and the chief negotiator 
for world powers will meet next week to try to figure out how 
to break an impasse in negotiations over Iran's nuclear 
programme, after talks on Tuesday yielded no sign of 
progress. 

Six world powers, represented by European Union foreign 
policy chief Catherine Ashton, have sought to persuade Iran to 
scale back its nuclear programme through intensifying 
economic sanctions and diplomacy. 

The powers fear Iran is developing a bomb, but Tehran 
says its programme serves peaceful purposes only. 

In the latest talks, Ashton and Iran's chief negotiator 
Saeed Jalili held a meeting in Istanbul that was described as 
"useful and constructive.” 

It was "an important opportunity to stress once again to 
Iran the urgent need to make progress," according to Ashton's 
spokesman. 

Though three rounds of talks since April have made little 
progress, neither side wants to break off negotiations because 
of concerns that this could lead to a new war. 

Israel, believed to be the only nuclear-armed state in the 
Middle East, sees a possible Iranian nuclear bomb as a threat 
to its existence and has said it may resort to military means if 
diplomacy and sanctions fail. 

Any deals are likely to be struck only during political 
talks between Iran and the six powers - the United States, 
Russia and China, plus three EU nations: France, Germany 
and Britain. 

Ashton "is planning to meet the Foreign Ministers of the 
EU 3 + 3 in the margins of the UNGA (United Nations 
General Assembly) ministerial week in New York in order to 
assess the situation and to discuss the way forward," her 
spokesman said in a statement. 

Ashton is to leave for New York on Sunday and will 
likely stay until the following Friday, her spokesman said. 

Pressure on Iran has been rising in recent weeks. 
A meeting of EU foreign ministers in Cyprus earlier this 

month produced support from France, Britain and Germany 
for further sanctions on Iran. The EU has already banned oil 
imports from Iran and isolated its banking sector, while the 
United States ratcheted up sanctions over the summer to 
punish banks, insurers and shippers that help Tehran sell oil. 

British Foreign Secretary William Hague said last week 
that EU members were drawing up the new sanctions with a 
view to discussing them in mid-October. 

The International Atomic Energy Agency censured Iran 
last Thursday for defying international demands to curb 
uranium enrichment and failing to address mounting disquiet 
about its suspected research into atomic bombs. 

At the core of the discussions are Iranian efforts to enrich 
uranium to 20 percent fissile purity, an advance that would 
bring it close to acquiring weapons-grade material. 

World powers demanded during this year's talks that 
Tehran abandon such production, ship stockpiles out of the 
country and close an underground facility where high-grade 
enrichment takes place. Tehran has refused to meet the 
demands unless economic sanctions are lifted. 
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11. Bahrain, UAE Probe Suspicious Shipments Headed To Iran 
(REUTERS 18 SEP 12) ... Louis Charbonneau 

UNITED NATIONS -- Bahrain and the United Arab 
Emirates have confiscated a number of items Iran may have 
sought for its nuclear program, a development that diplomats 
said showed how enforcement of U.N. sanctions against 
Tehran is steadily improving. 

One of the items heading to Iran but confiscated by 
Bahrain was carbon fiber, the diplomats told Reuters, a dual-
use material U.N. experts have said would be crucial if Iran 
was to develop more advanced nuclear enrichment centrifuge 
technology. 

Bahrain's and UAE's confidential reports to the U.N. 
Security Council's Iran sanctions committee are politically 
significant, envoys said on condition of anonymity, since they 
highlight how more and more states are enforcing the 
sanctions and making it increasingly difficult for Tehran to 
flout them. 

"The fact that these two countries are now taking steps to 
enforce the sanctions and reporting those steps to the U.N. is 
remarkable by itself," a senior Security Council diplomat told 
Reuters. "It shows that the U.N. sanctions regime can work. 
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UAE has been one of Iran's enablers. Iran's becoming more 
isolated." 

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said on 
Sunday that Tehran was close to being able to build a nuclear 
bomb, and U.S. President Barack Obama is under pressure 
ahead of November's election from political opponents who 
argue that sanctions are not doing enough to stop Iran building 
a bomb. 

The emirate Dubai has long been one of Iran's main 
transit hubs because of its busy port and position as a key 
financial center. The Carnegie Endowment for International 
Peace think-tank wrote in July 2011 that Dubai was "a top 
source of Iranian imports and a key transshipment point for 
goods - legal and illegal - destined for the Islamic Republic." 

But pressure from the United States and other Western 
powers to crack down on Iranian sanctions violations has 
borne some fruit in the form of redoubled efforts to enforce 
the sanctions and report to the sanctions committee, Western 
envoys say. 

The Security Council imposed four rounds of U.N. 
sanctions on Tehran between 2006 and 2010 to punish it for 
defying Security Council demands that it suspend uranium 
enrichment and other sensitive nuclear activities. 

Tehran rejects charges it is developing the capability to 
produce atomic weapons. Iran says its nuclear program is 
intended solely for the peaceful production of electricity. 

UAE officials insist that the country's policy has always 
been to fully abide by U.N. regulations and cooperate with the 
sanctions committee. A UAE official who declined to be 
identified played down the reports to the Iran committee. 

"All incidents were reported at the time when they 
happened, and there has been no incident in more than a year," 
the official told Reuters. He did not comment further. 

Bahrain's mission to the United Nations in New York did 
not reply to a request for comment, and officials in Bahrain 
were not immediately available to comment. 

Carbon Fiber 
Bahrain has become increasingly annoyed with what it 

says are attempts by Iran to undermine its government. The 
Sunni-led island, along with fellow Gulf Arab countries, have 

accused Shi'ite-led Iran of being behind the unrest in the 
region. Tehran denies fomenting problems in Bahrain. 

U.N. diplomats say that some countries could also do 
more to enforce the sanctions. They say it is important for 
China, Russia, India, Turkey and others to counter Iranian 
attempts to use their territory to circumvent international 
sanctions. 

The UAE reported to the council's Iran sanctions 
committee that it had made some 15 interceptions of 
suspicious items bound for Iran over the last three years, 
diplomats said. 

"Some of those items have been cleared as OK but some 
remain under investigation," a U.N. diplomatic source told 
Reuters. 

Diplomats said that reports from the UAE, Bahrain and 
other countries would likely be mentioned in a briefing later 
this week for the 15-nation council by Colombia's U.N. envoy 
Nestor Osorio, who chairs the Iran sanctions committee. 

Osorio's report was expected to leave out the names of the 
countries that submitted reports to the committee in keeping 
with council tradition on such delicate matters, envoys said. 

In some cases, the UAE returned seized items to the 
original shipping countries, diplomats said. Among the firms 
involved in the procurement efforts the UAE uncovered was 
Kalaye Electric Co. in Tehran, the former center of Iran's 
enrichment centrifuge research and development program, 
envoys said. 

There were no details available on the items confiscated 
by UAE authorities, but the three items Bahrain intercepted 
included carbon fiber, a dual-use material that the U.N. expert 
panel identified in a May 2012 report as key for the further 
development of Iran's uranium enrichment centrifuge program. 

It remains unclear if Iran wanted the carbon fiber for its 
nuclear program, diplomats said. 

The last round of U.N. sanctions adopted in June 2010 
established the panel of experts to monitor compliance with 
the U.N. measures and gave countries the authority to inspect 
all cargo going to and from Iran and seize any banned items. 

The United States and European Union have also imposed 
their own much more draconian sanctions. 
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12. U.S. Envoy Insists Marines Mission In Yemen Limited 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 18 SEP 12) 

The U.S. ambassador in Sanaa insisted Tuesday that 
Marine reinforcements deployed to Yemen were on a 
temporary mission with limited duties, a day after protests 
demanding their withdrawal and his expulsion. 

"A small number of additional security personnel will 
temporarily assist with security and cleanup efforts at the U.S. 
embassy in Sanaa," Ambassador Gerald Feierstein said in a 
statement on the embassy website. 

"Their mission is strictly limited to assisting at our 
diplomatic facilities and protecting U.S. diplomatic personnel 
from violence," he said in the statement posted a day after 
hundreds of students took to the streets to demand he be 
declared non grata. 

"The group is assigned on a short-term basis in close 
consultation with the host government and operates in 
accordance with international law." 

The Pentagon confirmed last Friday that the United States 
had deployed a 50-strong Marine counter-terrorism unit to 
Yemen to help protect the embassy in the face of protests by 
Muslims angered by a U.S.-produced film that mocks Islam. 

It followed a similar deployment to Libya after a assault 
on the U.S. consulate in second city Benghazi killed 
Ambassador Chris Stevens and three other U.S. officials. 

Washington sought to make a third such deployment to 
Sudan after disturbances at the embassy there but was rebuffed 
by the Khartoum government. 

The Yemeni parliament has criticised the deployment of 
the additional Marines but the Sanaa government insists it is a 
temporary measure to which it agreed. 

On Thursday, an angry mob of protesters tried to storm 
the embassy grounds and clashed with Yemeni security forces, 
leaving four dead. The embassy has since suspended all 
consular services for two weeks. 
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13. Syrian Forces, Rebels Clash Near Turkey 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 18 SEP 12) ... Zeina Karam 

BEIRUT -- Fierce clashes broke out Tuesday between 
Syrian rebels and regime forces battling for control of a border 
crossing on the frontier with Turkey, and Turkish authorities 
told residents to evacuate the area. 

The violence along the border with Turkey, which is a 
strong supporter of the rebels trying to oust President Bashar 
Assad, underlines the regional danger as the Syrian civil war 
increasingly draws in neighboring countries. 

On the diplomatic front, a spokesman for Egyptian 
President Mohammed Morsi said the Egyptian leader told 
Iran's foreign minister in a meeting Tuesday in Cairo that 
relations between the two countries were being hindered by 
Tehran's support for Syria's regime. 

Spokesman Yasser Ali said Morsi told the Iranian 
minister, Ali Akbar Salehi, that as president he cannot ignore 
the fact that public opinion in Egypt is overwhelmingly 
against the Syrian regime, which he said "uses harsh language 
and violence against people." 

The two were meeting as part of a Morsi-sponsored Syria 
peace initiative dubbed the "Islamic Quartet," bringing 
together Turkey, Saudi Arabia and Egypt — all supporters of 
the Syrian rebellion — with Iran. 

Salehi, whose country is a crucial ally to the Assad 
regime, is traveling to Syria on Wednesday, where he will 
meet with Assad and other Syrian officials. Iran has provided 
strong backing to the Syrian leadership since the uprising 
began in March 2011. 

The Turkish official, who spoke on condition of 
anonymity in line with government rules, said Tuesday that 
government forces and rebels were engaged "in very fierce" 
battles near the border crossing of Tal Abyad. 

One woman was hit by a stray bullet and hospitalized in 
the Turkish border town of Akcakale. 

The Turkish state-run Anadolu Agency said six Syrians 
were injured in the clashes and brought across the border for 
treatment. Akcakale authorities told residents living close to 
the frontier to evacuate the area. 

Turkish state TV TRT also said some rebels fled to 
Akcakale to escape attacks. 

Syrian opposition groups confirmed the fighting but had 
no immediate word on whether rebels succeeded in gaining 
control of the crossing. It is believed to be the first time Syrian 
rebels have tried to seize the border area in the northern Raqqa 
province, most of which is controlled by Assad's forces. 
Rebels control several other border crossings into Turkey. 

Meanwhile, Iraqi officials reopened the western Qaim 
border crossing with Syria to a limited number of Syrian 
women and children fleeing the escalating civil war. 

The mayor of Qaim, Farhan Fitkhan Farhan said that 100 
Syrian refugees entered Iraq through the border crossing 
Tuesday and more would be let in on daily basis. But he said 
only women and children would be allowed, while young men 
would be denied entry for security reasons. 

The crossing was closed last month following of fierce 
fighting between Syrian government forces and rebels on the 
Syrian side of the borders. 

In Jordan, Syrian refugees at a Jordanian camp pelted the 
U.N.-Arab League envoy Lakhdar Brahimi's convoy with 
stones during a protest over the international community's 
failure to stop the bloodshed. 

Brahimi, who visited another camp in Turkey the same 
day, has himself called his task "nearly impossible." But some 
in Jordan's Zaatari camp shouted slogans implying that his 
initiative, which involves meetings with Assad, only 
legitimizes the Damascus regime. 

"Leave our camp. By seeing Bashar, you've extended his 
life," some 200 refugees chanted. Teenagers threw rocks at the 
vehicles of officials as they departed, according to an 
Associated Press reporter at the camp. U.N. refugee agency 
spokesman Ali Bebe confirmed the protest but said he did not 
see stones thrown. 

Jordan hosts more than 200,000 displaced Syrians — the 
largest number in the region. The 31,000 residents of the 
Zaatari camp have frequently protested against conditions in 
their settlement, located on a plain in the northern desert. 
Jordan says the huge influx of Syrians has put pressure on its 
infrastructure and social services. 

Brahimi also toured a camp in the Turkish border 
province of Hatay. Dozens of Syrian refugees demonstrated 
outside the camp, waving a rebel flag and denouncing Assad. 

Some 83,000 refugees have found shelter in 12 camps 
along the Turkish border with Syria. 

Brahimi said it appeared refugees were being treated well 
in Turkey and that he hoped for an end to the violence. 

"We hope that their country finds peace again and they 
can return to their country as early as possible," he said. 

U.N. Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon spoke to Brahimi 
on Tuesday and will meet him this weekend after he arrives in 
New York, U.N. spokesman Martin Nesirky said Tuesday. 

Germany's U.N. Ambassador Peter Wittig, the current 
Security Council president, said Brahimi would meet 
informally with members on Monday. 

Also Tuesday, Turkey's Foreign Ministry brushed off 
Syrian accusations that it was allowing thousands of Muslim 
extremists to cross into its territory. 

Foreign Ministry Spokesman Selcuk Unal told reporters 
that Turkey may not even respond to letters Syria sent to the 
U.N. Security Council and Secretary-General Ban Ki-Moon 
accusing Turkey of allowing thousands of terrorists access to 
the country. 

"Instead of leveling complaints and making false 
accusations against various countries, including ours, Syria 
should look at the situation inside the country and take the 
necessary steps to correct the situation," Unal said. 
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AFGHANISTAN: 
14. U.S. Curbs Joint Afghan Operations 
Commander Shifts Strategy, Citing 'Green-on-Blue' Attacks and Unrest Over Video; Kabul Bombing Hits 
Foreign Civilians 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 19 SEP 12) ... Nathan Hodge 

KABUL—The U.S. military, in the wake of several 
deadly attacks and the fallout from an anti-Muslim video, is 
pulling back on cooperation with Afghan forces, altering the 
U.S. strategy here until further notice. 

The U.S. shift limits the small-unit joint patrols and 
training that have been central to the current military strategy, 
which is intended to prepare Afghan forces to take over the 
fight against the Taliban once most American forces leave in 
2014. 

Under a directive by Marine Gen. John Allen, commander 
of the International Security Assistance Force, all joint 
operations have been restricted to the level of battalion 
command and above, barring a special waiver. 

The shift comes as a suicide bombing outside the Kabul 
airport on Tuesday, cited by an insurgent group as a response 
to the video, killed 12 people, including nine foreigners, the 
deadliest bombing targeting foreign civilians in 11 years of 
war. 

The restrictions in cooperating with local troops won't 
alter the U.S. plan to complete a transition to Afghan-led 
security and withdraw most troops by the end of 2014, 
Defense Secretary Leon Panetta said on Tuesday. 

Pentagon press secretary George Little said the uproar in 
Afghanistan and elsewhere over the video mocking the 
Prophet Muhammad had "given cause for ISAF troops to 
exercise increased vigilance" in their interactions with 
Afghans. 

Over the weekend, six coalition personnel were killed by 
Afghan forces, bringing the total of such "green-on-blue" 
deaths this year to 51, or 15% of all coalition fatalities. 

On Monday, Afghan demonstrators burned tires and 
blocked traffic on one of Kabul's main roads. On Tuesday, the 
U.S. Embassy issued an emergency message to U.S. citizens 
saying it had suspended routine consular services and 
restricted travel for diplomatic and U.S. government 
personnel. 

The Taliban had responded to the video by threatening 
revenge and then striking on Friday at one of the biggest 
coalition bases, Camp Bastion, destroying six Marine Corps 
Harrier jets and killing the Harrier squadron's commander. 

Such attacks "do not indicate the Taliban is stronger," Mr. 
Panetta said Tuesday. "What it indicates is they are resorting 
to efforts that try to strike at our forces and try to create chaos 
but do not in any way result in their regaining territory that has 
been lost." 

While the strength of the Taliban is difficult to measure, 
coalition statistics give some indication of the insurgents' 
ability to sustain military operations. In June, at the height of 
this year's traditional fighting season, Taliban insurgents 
launched an average of roughly 110 attacks a day, according 
to coalition reports. 

The coalition says most green-on-blue killings are 
perpetrated not by Taliban infiltrators but by regular Afghan 
servicemen who feel offended by the foreign soldiers. 

The directive undoes a strategy shift put in place by Gen. 
Stanley McChrystal in 2009, who after seeing limited progress 
in training of Afghans ordered all U.S. military units to be 
paired with local forces and pushed commanders to make sure 
almost every operation they undertook included Afghans. 

Gen. Allen's restrictions, issued Sunday and announced 
by the coalition on Tuesday, had an immediate effect in the 
battlefield. "There are no joint operations or patrols going on," 
said Maj. Gen. Abdul Hamid, commander of the Afghan 
army's Kandahar-based 205th Atal Corps, which is responsible 
for the Taliban's heartland in southern Afghanistan. 

Afghan military officials in eastern Afghanistan said there 
were no joint ground operations there, either, though coalition 
aircraft continued to support Afghan troops. 

ISAF said on Tuesday that the "operational tempo has 
been reduced," in some instances, or "force protection has 
been increased," referring to defensive measures to safeguard 
troops. 

"These actions balance the tension of the recent video 
with force protection, while maintaining the momentum of the 
campaign," the coalition said. 

After initial comments earlier in the day that spread 
confusion among Afghan partners about what appeared to be a 
major strategic shift, the coalition issued a new statement in 
the afternoon to make clear that the measures were temporary. 

Although the coalition said the decision was taken on the 
recommendation of "key" Afghan leaders, the move came as a 
surprise to some Afghan officers. "We haven't been informed 
officially about the issue," said Col. Muhammad Numan 
Hatifi, a spokesman for the Afghan army in eastern 
Afghanistan. 

Later in Washington, White House spokesman Jay Carney 
said the duration of the suspension is "something that is based 
on the judgments made by commanders in the field, as well as 
officials at the Pentagon." He didn't specify how long the 
suspension would last. 

Under the new guidelines, joint operations for smaller 
units such as platoons and companies will have to be approved 
by regional commanders. U.S. regional commanders in 
Afghanistan hold the rank of major-general, and are three 
layers of command removed from platoon leaders, usually 
lieutenants. 

In most U.S. combat outposts, U.S. and Afghan troops 
live side by side in what the coalition calls a "shoulder-to-
shoulder" approach. Most coalition combat operations until 
recently were conducted with Afghan forces. A memorandum 
signed with the Afghan government this year specifies that all 
night raids by U.S. Special Operations Forces must be 
executed jointly with the Afghan troops. 

Hezb-e-Islami, the Islamist insurgent group led by anti-
U.S. warlord Gulbuddin Hekmatyar and loosely allied with the 
Taliban, claimed responsibility for the attack on Tuesday in 
Kabul, which killed eight South Africans, one Kyrgyz and 
three Afghans. 
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The foreign victims, Western and Afghan officials said, 
worked for Air Charter Solutions Inc., a U.S.-based contract 
aviation company that provides passenger and cargo services 
for the U.S. Agency for International Development. 

The company didn't respond to a request for comment 
from its Kabul office. Candice Teubes, a spokeswoman for the 
company's South African subsidiary, ACS/Balmoral, 
confirmed that South African employees had been killed but 
declined to offer any details on the gender, age or occupation 
pending notification of the families. South Africa isn't a 
member of the U.S.-led coalition. 

With most Afghan roads too dangerous to drive, military 
and diplomatic operations in Afghanistan are supported by a 
range of contract aviation firms, often staffed by expatriate 
pilots and flight assistants. 

Aircraft Charter Solutions won a two-year, $361 million 
contract in 2010 to supply air transportation around the 
country, according to a 2011 report by USAID's inspector 
general. 

Julian E. Barnes, Patrick McGroarty, Ziaulhaq Sultani 
and Habib Khan Totakhil contributed to this article. 
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RUSSIA: 
15. Russian Navy Plans To Assign 30 Helicopters To Each Mistral 
(RIA NOVOSTI 19 SEP 12) 

MOSCOW -- Each of the two Mistral class amphibious 
assault ships being built in France for the Russian Navy will 
have air wings consisting of 30 Ka-52K and Ka-29 
helicopters, Izvestia newspaper reported on Wednesday. 

“These will be air wings comprising carrier-based and 
land-based elements to ensure fast rotation of the helicopters 
for repairs or replacement due to combat losses,” Izvestia 
quoted a Defense Ministry source as saying. 

A Mistral-class ship is capable of carrying 16 helicopters, 
four landing vessels, 70 armored vehicles, and 450 personnel. 

“The actual number of helicopters on board will vary 
according to the operational tasks,” the source said. 

Prototypes of a naval version of the Ka-52 Alligator 
attack helicopter are under construction at the Progress plant 

in Russia’s Far East. The flight tests are expected to start in 
2014. 

Ka-29 Helix has been originally designed for the Soviet 
navy as a dedicated assault transport helicopter, and its 
adaptation for Mistrals will be less time-consuming and costly. 

Russia and France signed a $1.2-billion contract for two 
French-built Mistral class ships, including the transfer of 
sensitive technology, in June 2011. Two more ships are 
expected to be 80% built in Russia, 20% in France. 

The first Mistral class warship is expected to be put in 
service with the Russian Navy in three years. 

The Russian military has said it plans to use Mistral ships 
in its Northern and Pacific fleets. 
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ALLIED NAVIES: 
16. Report Warns Of Widening Gaps In U.K.’S Maritime Surveillance 
(DEFENSE NEWS 18 SEP 12) ... Andrew Chuter 

LONDON — With capability already compromised by 
the axing of the BAE System’s’ Nimrod MRA4 patrol aircraft, 
the British military faces a further decline in maritime 
surveillance capabilities as other key assets are withdrawn, a 
Parliamentary defense committee report warns. 

The report on maritime surveillance, scheduled to be 
released Sept 19, will say that the committee is concerned 
about the Ministry of Defense’s capacity to manage further 
emerging capability gaps in the short and medium term. 

In a statement, the committee’s chairman, James 
Arbuthnot, said the panel is “unconvinced that the MoD has 
the capacity to respond to any escalation in the risks that may 
appear beyond the UK’s shores. Furthermore, we believe the 
risk is likely to worsen in the medium term as further maritime 
surveillance capabilities are withdrawn or not yet filled.” 

Responding to the report, new Armed Forces Minister 
Andrew Robathan said, “Maritime surveillance is being 
delivered by a wide range of military assets, including our 
surface ships, submarines, Merlin and Sea King helicopters, 
Sentry and Hercules aircraft, and we are also cooperating with 
our allies. 

“Tough decisions had to be taken to get the MoD’s books 
back into balance, and canceling the Nimrod MRA4 program 
was the right decision,” he said. 

The MRA4 was Britain’s only maritime surveillance and 
attack aircraft but was cut ahead of entering service. Along 
with the scrapping of the Royal Navy’s aircraft carrier 
capability, it was the most controversial decision of the 2010 
strategic defense and security review held by the cash-
strapped, Conservative-led coalition government. 

Scrapping the aircraft, largely for financial reasons, has 
left the British with a serious capability gap in areas like long-
range surface and underwater detection and the protection of 
naval vessels, including nuclear-deterrent submarines as they 
exit their bases. 

Since the MRA4 was ditched, the government has also 
withdrawn four Type-22 frigates with intelligence-gathering 
and towed-array sonar capabilities and, at least for the 
moment, is sticking to the line that it will axe the Sentinel 
intelligence, surveillance, target-acquisition and 
reconnaissance aircraft once the Afghanistan campaign runs 
down. 

Some believe the almost-new Sentinel capability could be 
adapted for maritime duties. 
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The capability could decline further, though, with the 
removal of the Royal Navy’s Sea King airborne surveillance 
and control helicopter fleet. 

“There is the potential for other capability gaps to occur, 
such as when the Sea King (SKASaC) helicopter is withdrawn 
in 2016 to be replaced by the Project Crow’s Nest operating 
from the Merlin Mk2 [helicopter],” according to the report. 

The Lockheed Martin-led Crow’s Nest is in limbo for the 
moment while the MoD looks for funding for the program. 

The committee said it was disappointed by the MoD’s 
assertion that there was no requirement and no funding to buy 
a replacement maritime patrol aircraft at present. 

Responding to a parliamentary question Sept 17, new 
procurement minister Philip Dunne said, “A decision on any 
future requirement will not be made until the strategic defense 
and security review in 2015.” 

That hasn’t stopped would-be suppliers from peppering 
the MoD with proposals in the last year or so for an interim or 
long-term replacement for the MRA4. 

At the Farnborough airshow in July, potential suppliers 
like EADS, Saab, L-3, Boeing and Lockheed Martin were 
already trying to catch the MoD’s eye. 

The committee said it was concerned the MoD was 
sending mixed messages in respect of the need for a maritime 
patrol aircraft. 

“On the one hand it says that there is no requirement for 
such an aircraft and that it is not funded, but on the other it 
acknowledges that its absence is a risk and something may 
need to be done,” the report notes. 

The MoD recently revealed it was urgently seeking a 
limited number of UAV systems capable of being deployed 
from warships to improve maritime surveillance capabilities. 
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SEXUAL ASSAULT: 
17. Counseling More Private For Sex Assault Victims 
Victims now have more protections when applying for security clearances 
(NAVY TIMES 18 SEP 12) ... Rick Maze 

Military sexual trauma victims now have privacy 
protections when they apply for security clearances. 

Under a new policy, they still must report any mental 
health counseling received because of a rape, assault or 
harassment, but this information will be kept private and have 
no bearing on whether a security clearance is given, as long as 
the person who provided the treatment or counseling believes 
the victim’s judgment, reliability and ability to safeguard 
classified material has not been impaired. 

In a Sept. 4 memorandum announcing the change, 
Defense Secretary Leon Panetta said he wants people to seek 
mental health counseling if they need it without fear of losing 
or being denied a security clearance. 

“Left untreated or unaddressed, mental health conditions 
may affect an individual’s judgment, reliability and 
trustworthiness,” Panetta wrote in the memo. 

The memo was never released to the public. The first 
public mention of the change was made Friday by Sen. Jon 
Tester, D-Mont., in a news release claiming partial credit for 
the new policy. Tester was one of several lawmakers pushing 
the Pentagon to amend a policy that he felt discouraged sexual 
trauma victims from seeking counseling. 

“The previous policy was a violation of privacy and 
prevented America’s best from serving our country,” Tester 
said in Friday’s statement. “We need to do everything we can 
to support survivors of sexual assault — not keep them from 
getting the care they need or gaining a security clearance. This 
change was long overdue, and I was proud to fight for it.” 

In his memo, Panetta said he wanted “to make clear that 
an applicant’s decision to seek mental health care should 
NOT, in and of itself, adversely impact that individual’s 
ability to obtain or maintain a national security position. In 
fact, seeking personal wellness and recovery may favorably 
impact a person’s eligibility for a national security position.” 

“All information pertaining to treatment shall be handled 
on a strict need-to-know basis,” Panetta wrote in the memo to 

the services and defense agencies. Anyone misusing the 
information will be punished, he said. 

Further Changes Planned 
This new policy could just be an interim step in the 

government’s policy for handling security clearance questions 
for those who have sought mental health treatment. 

Director of National Intelligence James Clapper is in the 
process of reviewing a proposal that could amend the 
government’s application for security clearances to remove the 
requirement to report mental health counseling for sexual 
trauma. Service members who receive counseling for post-
traumatic stress are not currently required to report the 
treatment on the government-wide national security clearance 
application, Standard Form 86. Intelligence officials 
acknowledge the policy is under review but have provided no 
indication when or if a change could be made on Question 21 
— the question on the application that deals with mental 
health counseling. 

In practical terms, Panetta said the interim policy prevents 
anyone — commanders, supervisors and security managers — 
from asking a security clearance applicant for more than the 
date and location of the counseling or treatment for mental 
health, and the name of the counselor or health care 
professional who provided it. Credentialed security 
investigators may ask the person who provided the counseling 
“if the person under investigation has a condition that would 
impair judgment, reliability or ability to properly safeguard 
classified national security information,” Panetta wrote. 

If the answer is “no,” then no further questions can be 
asked, Panetta says. This is a clarification of previous policy 
that made it sound as if further questions could be pursued no 
matter what answer was provided about the patient’s 
judgment. 

Although sexual assault counseling is the chief reason for 
the policy announcement, Panetta says the same rules apply to 
all types of mental health counseling and treatment. “The U.S. 
government recognizes the critical importance of mental 
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health and supports proactive management of health conditions, wellness and recovery,” he says. 
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NAVY MEDICINE: 
18. BUMED Shuffle Puts Focus On Training, Research 
(NAVY TIMES 24 SEP 12) ... Joshua Stewart 

The Navy Bureau of Medicine and Surgery has 
reorganized to put a greater emphasis on training and research. 

Two new commands were created in July after six months 
of planning, and another was scrapped. The changes directly 
affect corpsmen, doctors, nurses, dentists and others in the 
medical community, but BUMED leaders hope the moves 
eventually will translate into better skills and health care 
practices for deployed forces, as well. 

In the reorganization, education and training, and research 
and development became their own separate commands, both 
led by two-star admirals. Previously, these fields fell under the 
Navy Medicine and Support Command, which was dissolved. 

As separate commands, R&D and education and training 
have equal standing with the eight other commands in 
BUMED’s hierarchy. This means they’ll have a louder voice 
in Navy medicine, a BUMED spokeswoman said. 

For example, the recent integration of women on 
submarines raises a cache of woman-specific health care 
concerns. By making research and development its own 

command, BUMED is granting a higher authority to make 
decisions faster, without an extra level of bureaucracy, said 
Rear Adm. Rebecca McCormick-Boyle, BUMED’s chief of 
staff. 

In terms of education, the new command is expected to 
empower staff to better prepare doctors, nurses and health care 
providers for the deployed force. 

“Ten years into the war, we have to make sure our 
education is relevant and it is timely, and that we pay attention 
to the lessons from the field,” she said. 

The reorganization didn’t create any new billets, though a 
small number of jobs are changing and all 10 commands fall 
directly under the control of the Navy Surgeon General. 

About 12 education and training billets moved from 
Jacksonville, Fla., to San Antonio, home of the Medical 
Education and Training Campus, a joint facility that trains 
military medical personnel, including corpsmen. 

Additional medical training will occur with detachments 
at Jacksonville and Bethesda, Md. 
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PERSONNEL: 
19. Suicide Prevention Strategy Aims To Involve Vets’ Families 
(NAVY TIMES 24 SEP 12) ... Patricia Kime 

A new national strategy on suicide prevention seeks to 
reduce suicides by improving health care access and mental 
health treatment and drawing on public and private 
partnerships to reach those in need. 

The strategy, unveiled Sept. 10 in Washington, D.C., by 
Surgeon General Regina Benjamin and the National Action 
Alliance for Suicide Prevention, pushes for public 
involvement to reduce negative attitudes toward mental health 
care and raises awareness of high-risk groups for suicide, 
including active-duty troops and veterans. 

As part of the nationwide initiative, the Pentagon and 
Veterans Affairs Department have created a new campaign — 
“Stand by Them: Help a Veteran” — to influence family 
members, friends and colleagues to seek help for anguished 
veterans they may know. 

A new public service announcement, “Side By Side,” 
showcases veterans and families to illustrate that intervention 
saves lives. 

“Suicide is one of the most challenging issues we face. In 
the Army, suicide prevention requires soldiers to look out for 
fellow soldiers. We must foster an environment that 
encourages people in need to seek help and be supported,” 
said Army Secretary John McHugh, who also serves as co-
chairman of the Action Alliance. 

“We still miss many opportunities to prevent suicide, if 
only we had had someone into care earlier in the process,” VA 
Deputy Secretary Scott Gould said during the national 
strategy’s unveiling at the National Press Club. 

The initiative builds on one drafted in 2001 designed to 
reduce suicides by raising awareness, reducing stigma and 
developing a comprehensive strategy for mental health 
providers. 

But that initiative, introduced after a decade of declining 
suicide rates, failed to stop a rise in rates that began that year. 

In 2000, the national rate was 10.1 per 100,000 people; by 
2009, it was 11.77 per 100,000. 

Rates among active-duty members soared during the same 
decade. In 2001, the all-services rate was 10.3 per 100,000; by 
2009, it was 18.4 per 100,000. 

The strategy announcement comes less than two weeks 
after President Obama signed an executive order to make 
mental health treatment more accessible to troops and 
veterans. 

That order called for increasing the capacity of VA’s 
suicide hotline, additional research and a new task force to 
address military suicide prevention. 

The issue of access to care hit home to Joyce Lucey, the 
mother of Marine Cpl. Jeffrey Lucey, who died alone on June 
22, 2004. 

Suffering from post-traumatic stress disorder and 
depression, he initially was helped at a VA medical center but 
later was turned away for further treatment, his mother said. 

Following a referral to a Vet Center, one of VA’s 300 
clinics that provide readjustment services including 
counseling, Lucey sought inpatient care. The day his Vet 
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Center counselor found an available space, Jeffrey Lucey 
never received the news; he hanged himself in his basement. 

“Jeffrey’s death was needless. It never should have 
occurred,” Joyce Lucey wrote in an email to Military Times. 

Veterans and military advocacy groups say they support 
both the executive order and the 2012 National Strategy on 
Suicide Prevention but wonder if the messages will reach 
troops. 

Kristy Kaufmann, executive director of the Code of 
Support Foundation, said the initiatives “point the ships in the 
right direction.” “Until now, it hasn’t been that way. At least 
they are trying to get a handle on it,” she said. “But when we 
roll out these new initiatives and strategies and the executive 
order, all of which look fantastic on paper, without oversight 
or metrics on outcomes, it’s going to be difficult to change 
things. There’s so much space between the rhetoric and 
reality.” 
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20. Navy: Sub Commander Faked Death To End Affair 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 18 SEP 12) ... Michael Melia 

HARTFORD, Conn. — A Navy officer who was 
dismissed last month as commander of a Connecticut-based 
nuclear submarine faked his own death to end an affair he was 
carrying on with a mistress, investigation documents show. 

Navy Cmdr. Michael P. Ward II was relieved of his duties 
aboard the USS Pittsburgh a week after taking command of 
the attack submarine. 

Investigators found that Ward sent his mistress an email 
from a fictitious person named "Bob" in July, saying that 
Ward had died unexpectedly, according to a report obtained 
Tuesday by The Associated Press through a Freedom of 
Information Act request. 

Navy Lt. Cmdr. Jennifer Cragg, a spokeswoman for the 
Pittsburgh's submarine group in Groton, said Ward has 
received a letter of reprimand for adultery and other military 
violations, and paperwork has been filed to remove him from 
the Navy. 

Details of the affair were first reported by The Day of 
New London. 

Ward, who is currently assigned to a submarine group in 
Groton, has not responded to requests for comment. 

The woman learned that Ward was still alive when she 
turned up at Ward's former residence in Burke, Va., to offer 
condolences. The new owner told her that Ward had moved to 
Connecticut to take command of a submarine. 

"She was very surprised," Jon Boyle, the new owner, said 
in a telephone interview. 

Boyle said the woman was accompanied by another 
woman with a child in tow. "She told me they were good 
friends and they'd known him a while." 

Ward, who had been working at the Joint Chiefs of Staff 
in Washington, met the woman through an online dating 
service in October and used an alias to communicate with her 
by email, the investigation report says. The married officer 
visited her during trips to the Norfolk, Va., area for training 
and they spent a weekend together in Williamsburg, Va., in 
November. The woman was not named. 

After moving to Connecticut, Ward learned that his 
mistress was pregnant. In late July, he met with her to discuss 
how to handle the pregnancy. Soon afterward the woman lost 
the baby due to complications, the investigation report says. 

Ward was found guilty of Uniform Code of Military 
Justice violations including dereliction of duty, unbecoming 
conduct and adultery, and received the punitive letter of 
reprimand, Cragg said. 

U.S. Rep. Joe Courtney, a Democrat whose eastern 
Connecticut district includes the submarine base, said it was a 
sad situation. 

"The Navy doesn't kid around with its leadership," he 
said. "These positions, to command submarines, are very 
competitive and I think the Navy is right to hold people to the 
highest standard." 
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AVIATION: 
21. U.S. Air Force Chief Cites Concern About F-35 Operating Costs 
(REUTERS 18 SEP 12) ... Andrea Shalal-Esa 

WASHINGTON -- The top officer in the U.S. Air Force 
on Tuesday joined other Pentagon officials in raising 
questions about the Lockheed Martin Corp F-35 program, 
saying the cost of building and operating the new single-
engine fighter needed to come down. 

General Mark Welsh said he was still learning about the 
F-35 program after taking over as Air Force Chief of Staff last 
month, but the new fighter clearly remained one of the Air 
Force's top acquisition priorities, along with a new Boeing Co 
refueling tanker and plans for a new long-range bomber. 

"We need the airplane, but the program's got to perform," 
Welsh told reporters a day after Air Force Secretary Michael 
Donley and the Pentagon's F-35 program director, Air Force 

Major General Christopher Bogdan criticized Lockheed's 
performance on various aspects of the program. 

Welsh, speaking to reporters at the Air Force Association 
annual meeting, said he was concerned about the impact of 
automatic across-the-board budget cuts on the Air Force's 
procurement budget, and said the service's fighter fleet would 
be the first to come under pressure. 

"We have lots of things that we need to buy that we can't 
afford to right now, and some will get pushed off," Welsh 
said, noting that the service's intelligence, surveillance and 
reconnaissance budget could be squeezed as well. 

He said he saw less threat to the Air Force's budget for 
mobility programs such as new tankers and transport planes, 
given strong support from lawmakers and Pentagon officials 
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after repeated delays in beginning to replace the Air Force's 
aging fleet of KC-135 tankers. 

Welsh cited some progress on the F-35, the new single-
engine, stealthy airplane that is due to become the Air Force's 
main fighter plane in coming years. He said the plane was 
making strides in testing and test pilots were pleased with the 
plane's capabilities, but Lockheed needed to stabilize the 
production line and ensure predictable costs. 

He said he also concerns about the operating cost of the 
airplane, and how that compared to the cost of flying the Air 
Force's current fighter jets. 

"If you can buy it and can't afford to fly it, that's not going 
to do us much good," Welsh said. 

He said he planned to raise the issue when he meets with 
top Lockheed executives in coming weeks, and said the two 
sides needed to reach some common ground about how the 
costs should be calculated. 

New Pentagon data in April forecast the projected total 
cost to develop, buy and operate the F-35 Joint Strike Fighter 
at $1.51 trillion over the next 50-plus years, up from about 
$1.38 trillion a year ago, including inflation. 

Military officials and industry executives say the cost 
projections are not particularly useful because it is nearly 
impossible to predict inflation over the next half-century. They 
say it is difficult to compare the operating cost of the F-35 to 
other fighters because its missions are much broader. 

Welsh said he had received an initial briefing on the cost 
comparisons, but wanted more data. 

Lockheed officials told reporters the program was making 
progress in flight testing and software development. They said 
the Air Force model of the plane had flow 365 times this year, 
while the B-model being developed for the Marine Corps had 
flown 300 times, including 184 short takeoffs, 133 short 
landings, and 66 vertical landings. 

Spokesman Michael Rein said the company understood 
the financial pressures facing the United States and was 
working hard to drive down the cost of the program. 

He welcomed the "new eyes on the program" offered by 
Bogdan, who joined the program five weeks ago and is slated 
to take over as the program manager later this year when Vice 
Admiral David Venlet retires. 
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22. Northrop, Italy's Finmeccanica Team Up For U.S. Helicopters 
(REUTERS 19 SEP 12) ... Andrea Shalal-Esa 

WASHINGTON -- Northrop Grumman and 
AgustaWestland, a unit of Italy's Finmeccanica SpA, said on 
Tuesday they were joining forces to compete for the new U.S. 
Air Force Combat Rescue helicopter and the U.S. Navy's new 
"Marine One" presidential helicopter. 

The announcement marks a sharp turn for 
AgustaWestland, which was previously teamed with Lockheed 
Martin Corp on the Navy's last attempt to buy a new 
presidential helicopter, and the U.S. Air Force's effort to 
replace its aging search and rescue helicopters. Both programs 
were eventually canceled amid rising costs. 

Northrop and AgustaWestland said they signed a 
comprehensive teaming agreement to respond to the two 
anticipated U.S. competitions, with Northrop serving as the 
prime contractor in both cases. 

Paul Meyer, vice president and general manager of 
advanced programs for Northrop's aerospace systems sector, 
told Reuters the agreement created a "solid team" that would 
submit an essentially "off-the-shelf" offering for both 
competitions, based on AgustaWestland's existing AW101 
helicopter. 

He said Northrop had already identified a possible U.S. 
site for assembly of the helicopters, but declined to name it. 
Agusta also has 600 workers at a facility in Philadelphia. 

Meyer said AgustaWestland would initially ship the 
helicopters to the U.S. facility, where Northrop would 
integrate U.S. avionics and other equipment. The helicopter 
would have at least 50 percent U.S. content, he added, but 
gave no further details since the competitions are just 
beginning. 

Bruno Spagnolini, chief executive of AgustaWestland, 
told Reuters the two companies could consider expanding the 
agreement to include some U.S.-based production at a future 
point. He said the company was mindful of the need to boost 
the number of local jobs given difficult economic conditions. 

Spagnolini said the link with Northrop made sense for 
AgustaWestland since Northrop was interested solely in 
integrating weapons onto the new helicopter and did not want 
to compete with its own helicopter program. 

The Air Force released a draft request for proposals for a 
new combat rescue helicopter last Friday with an eye to 
formally kicking off the competition later this fall. 

Meyer said he expected the Air Force competition to 
proceed, despite mounting budget pressures, given the 
advanced age of the service's current fleet of 148 rescue 
helicopters. 

Potential Rival Bidders 
Sikorsky Aircraft, a unit of United Technologies Corp, 

Boeing Co Bell Helicopter may also bid for the helicopter 
orders -- among the few bigger competitions available in the 
United States. 

Meyer and Spagnolini said the new teaming agreement 
made sense given AgustaWestland's expertise in building 
helicopters, and Northrop's experience in integrating large 
aircraft programs. "We speak the same language," Meyer said. 
"We understand the issues associated with the aircraft." 

Spagnolini said AgustaWestland's helicopter offering had 
matured since the previous competitions. AgustaWestland has 
sold over 180 of its 101 models to five NATO countries and 
Japan, among others, he said, which could help lower costs on 
the aircraft. 

"All the modifications that we were planning to have a 
few years ago are now embedded in what we call our 
international version of the 101," he said. "We are much more 
ready than years ago, for sure." 

The teaming announcement comes a week after Britain's 
BAE Systems Plc and European aerospace group said they 
were in advanced talks about a merger. 

Spagnolini said AgustaWestland's parent company, 
Finmeccanica, was also interested in mergers, but it was too 
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soon to speculate about a larger deal involving Northrop and 
Finmeccanica. 

"It's probably way too early for that," Meyer said. "We're 
not prepared nor willing to discus anything else at this point in 
time." 
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USS ENTERPRISE: 
23. Enterprise Inactivation Ceremony Dec. 1 In Norfolk 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 18 SEP 12) ... Mike Connors 

NORFOLK -- After 51 years of service, the aircraft 
carrier Enterprise will inactivate on Dec. 1, in a ceremony at 
Norfolk Naval Station. 

The inactivation ceremony will be the last official public 
event for the ship, which has had more than 100,000 Sailors 
serve aboard it, a Navy news release said. Thousands of those 
Sailors are expected to attend the event. 

The Enterprise was commissioned on Nov. 25, 1961, and 
was the world's first nuclear-powered aircraft carrier. It is a 
veteran of 25 deployments to the Mediterranean Sea, Pacific 
Ocean and Middle East. 

The Enterprise has served in conflicts ranging from the 
Cuban Missile Crisis in 1962 to the Vietnam and Gulf wars. 

Shortly after Sept. 11, 2001, the carrier launched the first 
strikes in direct support of Operation Enduring Freedom, the 
release said. 

All Enterprise veterans, their families and friends, and 
shipyard workers can register to attend the inactivation week 
events and the ceremony by visiting the ship's website, 
www.enterprise.navy.mil. 
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CYBER DEFENSE: 
24. U.S. Official Says Cyberattacks Can Trigger Self-Defense Rule 
(WASHINGTON POST 19 SEP 12) ... Ellen Nakashima 

Cyberattacks can amount to armed attacks triggering the 
right of self defense and are subject to international laws of 
war, the State Department’s top lawyer said Tuesday. 

Spelling out the U.S. government’s position on the rules 
governing cyberwarfare, Harold Koh, the department’s legal 
adviser, said that cyber operations that result in death, injury 
or significant destruction would likely be viewed as a use of 
force in violation of international law. 

In the United States’ view, any illegal use of force 
potentially triggers the right of national self-defense, Koh said. 

Cyberattacks that cause a nuclear plant meltdown, open a 
dam above a populated area or disable an air traffic control 
system resulting in airplane crashes are examples of activity 
that likely would constitute an illegal use of force, he said. 

Koh, speaking at a conference hosted by U.S. Cyber 
Command at Fort Meade, laid out 10 principles that he said 
the United States adopted and has shared with other countries 
through the United Nations. The points include the position 
that international law applies in cyberspace, a view that not all 
countries accept. At least one country, he noted in an apparent 
reference to China, has questioned this principle. 

“Cyberspace is not a ‘law-free’ zone where anyone can 
conduct hostile activities without rules or restraint,” said Koh, 

a former dean of Yale Law School and respected voice in the 
international law community. 

Though the White House and Defense Department have 
issued cyber-strategies that made clear the United States 
abides by international law in the cyber-realm, Koh’s speech 
marked the first time a senior legal official publicly addressed 
the topic in such explicit terms. 

He said the right of self-defense potentially applies 
against any illegal use of force. “In our view, there is no 
threshold for a use of deadly force to qualify as a ‘armed 
attack’ that may warrant a forcible response,” he said. He 
noted that some nations view an “armed attack” as having a 
higher threshold to cross before the right of self-defense is 
triggered. 

Koh also said that in responding to an attack, the action 
need not be taken in cyberspace, but it must still be a 
necessary action and one that is proportionate — avoiding 
harm to civilians. 

He said that compliance with international law in 
cyberspace is part of a broader “smart power” approach to 
international law as part of U.S. foreign policy. “We see law 
not as a straitjacket, but as ... a body of ‘wise restraints’ that 
make us free.” 
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CONGRESS / BUDGET: 
25. Hill Talks Numbers On Defense Cuts 
(POLITICO 18 SEP 12) ... Kate Brannen and Austin Wright 

It all comes down to the number. 
After months of dire talk about $1 trillion in cuts to the 

Pentagon over the next decade if the sequester takes effect, 
and all the high-minded talk of zero cuts from hawks, defense 

is going to take another hit regardless of who’s in the White 
House next year. As that realization begins to sink in, critical 
lawmakers are already starting to play an old-fashioned game 
of horse trading. 
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The first move: Name a figure. 
Sen. Carl Levin (D-Mich.) has floated $587 billion in 

cuts. Sen. Lindsey Graham (R-S.C.) says he can swallow only 
$400 billion over 10 years. Sen. Kelly Ayotte doesn’t have a 
number yet, but the Republican from New Hampshire says 
she’s a part of the conversation. 

Levin, who chairs the Senate Armed Services Committee, 
was the first to start talking about a magic number. In June, he 
said he’d like to see an alternate deal that subtracted about 
$100 billion from the defense budget over the coming decade. 
That would be in addition to the $487 billion in reductions 
mandated by Congress last year but far less than the nearly $1 
trillion the Department of Defense would’ve lost when that 
was combined with the sequester. 

“I’m involved in discussions, and there’s others involved 
in discussions,” he told reporters. 

The bottom line, though, is that he thinks Washington can 
avoid the worst. 

“I predict there will not be a sequester,” Levin said. “One 
way or the other, since 90 percent of us don’t want it, it won’t 
happen. And my hope is that it won’t happen early enough to 
avoid any instability. What I am confident in is that it’s not 
going to happen because nobody around here wants it to 
happen except for some tea party folks.” 

Almost all the discussion about an alternate deal has so 
far been confined to the Senate, which has not passed a 
defense authorization or an appropriation bill or any 
alternative to the automatic, across-the-board budget 
restrictions. 

The House passed a bill earlier this year that would void 
the first year’s worth of sequestration by freezing the size of 
the federal workforce, and House lawmakers so far have stood 
by their work. 

Graham, a member of the Armed Services Committee, 
gave another hint of where the discussions could stand. With 
Republican Mitt Romney in the White House, Graham said 
Congress should not only remove the threat of sequester but 
pare back some of last year’s $487 billion in first-round 
reductions. 

“The first thing I want President Romney to do is to cut 
the budget responsibly and reject sequestration,” Graham said. 
“[Four hundred billion dollars] is all I can live with … at the 
end of the day, I’m willing to do $400 billion over 10 [years].” 

The difference between Levin’s and Graham’s positions 
highlights two potential problems for a Congress trying to 
approach an alternate deal to reduce defense spending — it not 
only splits Democrats and Republicans but could split 
Republican hawks and tea party conservatives like Kentucky 
Sen. Rand Paul, especially if November’s elections increase 
the number of fiscal conservatives in the Senate. 

Paul and the influential conservative activist Grover 
Norquist have both said that Republicans shouldn’t treat each 
defense dollar as sacred, putting them at odds with pro-
Pentagon hawks in their own party. 

Defense advocates say the Pentagon has already paid its 
fair share in deficit reduction and next year’s Congress will 
have no choice but to focus on the biggest parts of the federal 
budget, including entitlements. 

“Regardless of who wins, the big deal will have tax 
increases and spending cuts,” said one defense lobbyist, who 
asked not to be identified. “The ratio will just be different. 
With taxes playing a smaller role in a Republican plan, 
entitlement programs like Medicare will have to play a bigger 
one to protect defense.” 

The defense lobbyist said it’s just too soon to tell what 
lawmakers might settle on as a potential alternate deal. “Any 
number being floated for additional defense cuts is complete 
conjecture,” he said. But the lobbyist did say he thought tea 
party lawmakers could go along with an alternative deal. 

They’re content as long as money comes from somewhere 
else, he said. “They’re just concerned about cutting; they don’t 
care where it comes from.” 

“It’s time to find the cuts somewhere else,” the lobbyist 
said. “The defense community should be more outspoken on 
entitlements.” That could include the politically sensitive 
“entitlements” included in the defense budget, including pay 
and benefits for troops — another reason a deal would have to 
come after the election and perhaps early in the tenure of a 
new Congress. 
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BUSINESS: 
26. Post-9/11 Defense Spending Boom Expanded Industrial Base, Study Shows 
(DEFENSE DAILY 19) ... Calvin Biesecker 

The dramatic rise in defense contract spending by the 
United States that accompanied the wars in Afghanistan and 
Iraq was matched by a similarly large expansion of the 
industrial base, according to a new study by the Center for 
Strategic and International Studies (CSIS). 

In addition, the spending increase over the past decade 
shifted the market share going to contractors, with the top five 
companies actually losing market share as a percentage of 
revenue and companies ranked six through 20 gaining share, 
says the report, U.S. Department of Defense Contract 
Spending and the Supporting Industrial Base. And of the 
companies in the six to 20 ranking, these have changed over 
time, the report notes. 

“The data seem to refute that the same defense firms are 
gaining an ever-larger share of the market,” says the study, 

which was authored by CSIS federal budget experts David 
Berteau and Guy Ben-Ari. 

The data also show that healthcare companies are making 
up a larger share of the top defense contractor base, going 
from two companies to three between 2001 and 2011 and 
increasing their market share from 1 percent to 3 percent in 
that period. The three companies are Humana, TriWest 
Healthcare and Health Net, combining for more than $9 
billion in prime contract awards last year. 

“This highlights the sharp growth in DoD health care 
expenses from an industrial base perspective,” the report says. 
“It also illustrates a key challenge for defense policymakers 
grappling with a defense budget drawdown: spiraling health 
care costs.” 
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In 2001, the Defense Department’s prime contract 
obligations were $181 billion and in 2011 they totaled $375 
billion, the report says. In that same period, the number of 
companies receiving prime defense contracts rose from 46,000 
to more than 110,000, it says. 

The FY ’11 spending numbers equal those of FY ’10 and 
are off from a peak of $400 million in FY ’08. 

Given planned defense budget cuts that are contained in 
the 2011 Budget Control Act “we can expect a continued 
decline in both the contract dollar numbers and the contract 
percentage of total DoD spending but we may not see that 
until FY ’13,” Berteau said at a briefing to discuss the report. 

The report looks at top line DoD contract spending from 
1990 to 2011 and breaks out the data in various ways such as 
spending by military services, products, services, research and 
development (R&D), contract types and the amount of 
competition. 

In regard to R&D, spending here increased nearly 8 
percent annually on average between 2000 and 2008 but 
actually fell as a percent of overall product and service 
spending from the late 1990s and the 2000s. And from 2008 
through 2011, R&D spending actually decreased in absolute 
terms and as a percentage of spending, the report says. 

“The trend in defense R&D contract obligations has 
potentially negative implications for product and process 
improvements in the wake of recent contingency operations,” 
the report says. It adds historically R&D spending has risen 
with defense buildup and that the payoff from that investment 
is seen during a force drawdown. 

Now with “With the ratio of investment in R&D to the 
rest of defense obligations lower over the past 21 years than in 
previous decades, the benefits to R&D investments that will 
be reaped from a drawdown in the coming years will be 
fewer,” the report says. 
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27. A Comedown For America's Defense Lobby 
(REUTERS 19 SEP 12) ... Andrea Shalal-Esa and Marcus Stern 

WASHINGTON -- To grasp how much the budget wars 
have altered the natural order of things in Washington, 
consider this: One of the most powerful lobbies in town, the 
defense industry, is feeling a bit powerless. 

It is trying to head off automatic across-the-board cuts in 
the Pentagon budget of $54 billion next year alone, produced 
by a 2011 bipartisan budget deal. But it has made little 
apparent progress in blocking or tempering the so-called 
"sequestration" of funds set for January. 

With traditional lobbying efforts hampered by 
congressional gridlock, the industry has added Facebook and 
Twitter to its usual arsenal. 

And like activists of the left and right, the industry is 
engaging in direct action, holding protest rallies in the home 
districts of members of Congress and symbolic marches on 
Washington. 

The latest of these efforts is this week, with the Aerospace 
Industries Association orchestrating a "march to Capitol Hill" 
by small and medium-sized businesses, which will be hard hit 
by the looming defense cuts. 

AIA President Marion Blakey urged hundreds of military 
and industry officials during the annual Air Force Association 
conference on Tuesday to join in the group's "Second to 
None" campaign, telling them, "This is no time to stand on the 
sidelines." 

Things could change after the November 6 election: Some 
members are discussing wiping out across-the-board cuts in 
favor of an additional $200 billion to $300 billion in targeted 
cuts to defense. 

But nothing has actually occurred to make the automatic 
cuts go away. 

It's difficult, says Guy Hicks, vice president of 
government relations for aerospace giant EADS, "not knowing 
what the future looks like and knowing that you have a certain 
lack of control." 

"Everyone is nervous and worried. There's a hopelessness 
with regard to the federal government and Congress 
generally," said Caren Turner, a lobbyist who used to work for 
companies that build components for Lockheed Martin's F-35 
Joint Strike Fighter. 

Interest groups representing non-defense categories of 
spending stand to lose from the across-the-board cuts too. But 
defense is used to winning, to the point that Congress 
sometimes authorizes expensive weapons systems the 
Pentagon does not want. 

And it has spent billions of dollars over the past few 
decades on lobbying fees and millions in campaign 
contributions to keep winning. 

While weapons makers have been outspent in recent years 
by other sectors, including health care and financial services, 
defense punches above its weight politically by arguing that its 
programs are vital to national security and job security in the 
many Congressional districts where its employees vote. 

Big defense contracts are often spread across dozens of 
states, which magnifies the companies' clout on Capitol Hill. 

Congress kept the Boeing C-7 transport plane going for 
many years longer than the Pentagon wanted by getting 
members to add funds to appropriations bills. 

Successful lobbying also first created and then sustained 
work on a second engine for the F-35 Joint Strike Fighter 
program, which benefited General Electric, and it took a 
presidential veto threat to ultimately block it. 

But these were very specific program initiatives - this is 
an order of magnitude more complex, beyond the influence of 
any one committee or member. 

That may explain why the industry isn't placing the rallies 
in key congressional districts, which would be traditional. 
Rather it is placing them in presidential swing states: Virginia, 
Florida, New Hampshire and North Carolina. 

Political demographics may ultimately give the industry 
some additional leverage, with some companies warning that 
they might have to issue layoff notices to large numbers of 
employees. 

But after a year of fly-ins, rallies, campaign contribution 
and lobbying fees, the defense industry and its allies in 
Congress and the Pentagon find themselves frustrated and 
largely helpless in the face of the first defense budget cuts 
since the 1990s. 

At a recent rally in New Hampshire, the head of BAE's 
electronic systems sector - Dan Gobel - likened sequester to a 



 23

hurricane, adding that "its path is still somewhat unpredictable 
and its effects are being felt now before it even reaches us." 

Erin Moseley, the company's chief lobbyist, said the 
challenges facing the industry amounted to "a perfect storm" 
that included the expiration of the Bush-era tax cuts, 
sequestration, the lack of a fiscal 2013 budget and polarized 
politics. 

Many smaller companies in the sector have abandoned 
their lobbying efforts because they don't see any resolution in 
sight, she added. 

Jay Johnson, chief executive of General Dynamics Corp, 
last week told analysts that companies were doing what they 
could to prepare for leaner times until they got through the 
current "fog bank." 

Traditional Allies Have Less Clout 
Part of their dilemma - also faced by lobbyists in other 

industries - is that the whole game has changed with 
increasing polarization because they depended on members of 
Congress talking to each other and breaking down partisan 
barriers. 

"How effective can lobbying be?" said one defense 
industry executive who asked not to be named. "There's 
complete paralysis on the Hill right now. Normally you could 
talk to staffers, but they don't seem to be in the loop on this 
stuff. Members aren't talking to members. Congress isn't 
talking to the White House and vice versa," said an industry 
executive who asked not to be named. 

Even committee chairmen in Congress can't get much 
done when the House and Senate are in the hands of warring 
parties that refuse to compromise. 

The Aerospace Industries Association has budgeted $1.7 
million separately for this year's anti-sequestration campaign, 
including the rallies. 

AIA argues that those efforts are showing some results: A 
recent survey it sponsored in five swing states, including 
Florida and Ohio, showed that 80 percent of people surveyed 
knew what sequestration was, and 77 percent believed it 
should be addressed before the election, according to AIA 
President Blakey. 

But other polling suggests that the industry cannot count 
on much public support, particularly when programs such as 
Medicare— the health program for the elderly — are at stake. 

In a recent Reuters-Ipsos poll, no more than 10 or 11 
percent of the respondents said the nation could afford cuts to 
Social Security, Medicare, law enforcement and education. 

But 34 percent agreed that defense could be cut. 
The defense lobby has seen this all before, especially after 

the end of the Cold War. Defense spending has gone up and 
down repeatedly in the past hundred years, not so much with 
the relative clout of the industry in Washington, but as threats 
to the United States rise and fall. 

No one expects that pattern to change, whatever happens 
with the budget this year or next. 
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ARCTIC: 
28. Race Is On As Ice Melt Reveals Arctic Treasures 
(NEW YORK TIMES 19 SEP 12) ... Elisabeth Rosenthal 

NUUK, Greenland — With Arctic ice melting at record 
pace, the world’s superpowers are increasingly jockeying for 
political influence and economic position in outposts like this 
one, previously regarded as barren wastelands. 

At stake are the Arctic’s abundant supplies of oil, gas and 
minerals that are, thanks to climate change, becoming newly 
accessible along with increasingly navigable polar shipping 
shortcuts. This year, China has become a far more aggressive 
player in this frigid field, experts say, provoking alarm among 
Western powers. 

While the United States, Russia and several nations of the 
European Union have Arctic territory, China has none, and as 
a result, has been deploying its wealth and diplomatic clout to 
secure toeholds in the region. 

“The Arctic has risen rapidly on China’s foreign policy 
agenda in the past two years,” said Linda Jakobson, East Asia 
program director at the Lowy Institute for International Policy 
in Sydney, Australia. So, she said, the Chinese are exploring 
“how they could get involved.” 

In August, China sent its first ship across the Arctic to 
Europe and it is lobbying intensely for permanent observer 
status on the Arctic Council, the loose international body of 
eight Arctic nations that develops policy for the region, 
arguing that it is a “near Arctic state” and proclaiming that the 
Arctic is “the inherited wealth of all humankind,” in the words 
of China’s State Oceanic Administration. 

To promote the council bid and improve relations with 
Arctic nations, its ministers visited Denmark, Sweden and 

Iceland this summer, offering lucrative trade deals. High-level 
diplomats have also visited Greenland, where Chinese 
companies are investing in a developing mining industry, with 
proposals to import Chinese work crews for construction. 

Western nations have been particularly anxious about 
Chinese overtures to this poor and sparsely populated island, a 
self-governing state within the Kingdom of Denmark, because 
the retreat of its ice cap has unveiled coveted mineral deposits, 
including rare earth metals that are crucial for new 
technologies like cellphones and military guidance systems. A 
European Union vice president, Antonio Tajani, rushed here to 
Greenland’s capital in June, offering hundreds of millions in 
development aid in exchange for guarantees that Greenland 
would not give China exclusive access to its rare earth metals, 
calling his trip “raw mineral diplomacy.” 

Greenland is close to North America, and home to the 
United States Air Force’s northernmost base in Thule. At a 
conference last month, Thomas R. Nides, deputy secretary of 
state for management and resources, said the Arctic was 
becoming “a new frontier in our foreign policy.” 

In the past 18 months, Secretary of State Hillary Rodham 
Clinton and President Lee Myung-bak of South Korea have 
made debut visits here, and Greenland’s prime minister, 
Kuupik Kleist, was welcomed by President José Manuel 
Barroso of the European Commission in Brussels. 

“We are treated so differently than just a few years ago,” 
said Jens B. Frederiksen, Greenland’s vice premier, in his 
simple office here. “We are aware that is because we now 
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have something to offer, not because they’ve suddenly 
discovered that Inuit are nice people.” 

Chinese activity in the Arctic to some extent mirrors that 
of other non-Arctic countries, as the region warms. 

The European Union, Japan and South Korea have also 
applied in the last three years for permanent observer status at 
the Arctic Council, which would allow them to present their 
perspective, but not vote. 

This once-obscure body, previously focused on issues like 
monitoring Arctic animal populations, now has more 
substantive tasks, like defining future port fees and negotiating 
agreements on oil spill remediation. “We’ve changed from a 
forum to a decision-making body,” said Gustaf Lind, Arctic 
ambassador from Sweden and the council’s current chairman. 

But China sees its inclusion “as imperative so that it 
won’t be shut out from decisions on minerals and shipping,” 
said Dr. Jakobson, who is also an Arctic researcher at the 
Stockholm International Peace Research Institute. China’s 
economy is heavily dependent on exports, and the polar route 
saves time, distance and money to and from elsewhere in Asia 
and Europe, compared with traversing the Suez Canal. 

So far there has been little actual exploitation of Arctic 
resources. Greenland has only one working mine, though more 
than 100 new sites are being mapped out. Here, as well as in 
Alaska, Canada and Norway, oil and gas companies are still 
largely exploring, although experts estimate that more than 20 
percent of the world’s oil and gas reserves are in the Arctic. 
Warmer weather has already extended the work season by a 
month in many locations, making access easier. 

At one point this summer, 97 percent of the surface of 
Greenland’s massive ice sheet was melting. At current rates, 
Arctic waters could be ice-free in summer by the end of the 
decade, scientists say. 

“Things are happening much faster than what any 
scientific model predicted,” said Dr. Morten Rasch, who runs 
the Greenland Ecosystem Monitoring program at Aarhus 
University in Denmark. 

Ownership of the Arctic is governed by the United 
Nations Convention of the Law of the Sea, which gives Arctic 
nations an exclusive economic zone that extends 200 nautical 
miles from land, and to undersea resources farther away so 
long as they are on a continental shelf. The far northern Arctic 
Ocean belongs to no country, and conditions there are severe. 
In a place where exact boundaries were never much of a 
concern, haggling over borders has begun among the primary 
nations — between Canada and Denmark, and the United 
States and Canada, for example. 

The United States has been hampered in the current 
jockeying because the Senate has refused to ratify the 
Convention of the Law of the Sea, even though both the Bush 
and Obama administrations have strongly supported doing so. 
This means the United States has not been able to formally 
stake out its underwater boundaries. “We are being left 
behind,” Deputy Secretary Nides said. 

But experts say boundary disputes are likely to be rapidly 
resolved through negotiation, so that everyone can get on with 
the business of making money. There is “very little room for a 
race to grab territory, since most of the resources are in an area 

that is clearly carved up already,” said Kristofer Bergh, a 
researcher at the Stockholm Institute. 

Even so, Arctic nations and NATO are building up 
military capabilities in the region, as a precaution. That has 
left China with little choice but to garner influence through a 
strategy that has worked well in Africa and Latin America: 
investing and joining with local companies and financing good 
works to earn good will. Its scientists have become pillars of 
multinational Arctic research, and their icebreaker has been 
used in joint expeditions. 

And Chinese companies, some with close government 
ties, are investing heavily across the Arctic. In Canada, 
Chinese firms have acquired interests in two oil companies 
that could afford them access to Arctic drilling. During a June 
visit to Iceland, Premier Wen Jiabao of China signed a number 
of economic agreements, covering areas like geothermal 
energy and free trade. 

In Greenland, large Chinese companies are financing the 
development of mines that are being developed around 
discoveries of gems or minerals by small prospecting 
companies, said Soren Meisling, head of the China desk at the 
Bech Bruun law firm in Copenhagen, which represents many 
of them. A huge iron ore mine under development near Nuuk, 
for example, is owned by a British company but financed in 
part by a Chinese steel maker. 

Chinese mining companies have proved adept at working 
in challenging locales and have even proposed building 
runways for jumbo jets on the ice in Greenland’s far north to 
fly out minerals until the ice melts enough for shipping. 

“There is already a sense of competition in the Arctic, and 
they think they can have first advantage,” said Jingjing Su, a 
lawyer in Bech Bruun’s China practice. 

The efforts have clear political backing. Greenland’s 
minister for industry and mineral resources was greeted by 
Vice Premier Li Keqiang in China last November. A few 
months later, China’s minister of land and resources, Xu 
Shaoshi, traveled to Greenland to sign cooperation 
agreements. 

Western analysts have worried that China could leverage 
its wealth, particularly in some of the cash-poor corners of the 
Arctic like Greenland and Iceland. 

But Chinese officials have cast their motives in more 
generous terms. “China’s activities are for the purposes of 
regular environmental investigation and investment and have 
nothing to do with resource plundering and strategic control,” 
the state-controlled Xinhua news agency wrote this year. 

Michael Byers, a professor of politics and law at the 
University of British Columbia, said the Chinese were 
unlikely to overstep their rights in a region populated by 
NATO members. “Despite the concerns I have about Chinese 
foreign policy in other parts of the world, in the Arctic it is 
behaving responsibly,” he said. “They just want to make 
money.” 

Next February, the Arctic Council is scheduled to choose 
the countries that will be granted permanent observer status, 
which requires unanimity vote. Though Iceland, Denmark and 
Sweden now openly support China’s bid, the United States 
State Department, contacted for comment, declined to say how 
it would vote. 
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MEDIA: 
29. Video Game Makes Risky Move 
The new 'Medal of Honor's' use of special forces members as consultants could prove troublesome. 
(LOS ANGELES TIMES 19 SEP 12) ... Alex Pham 

The former Navy SEAL who wrote an unauthorized 
account of the Osama bin Laden raid also participated in the 
development of an upcoming video game that features real-
world U.S. anti-terrorist tactics, according to people with 
knowledge of the situation. 

Matt Bissonnette, who wrote the bestselling book "No 
Easy Day" under the pen name of Mark Owen, was among 
two dozen other active and retired special forces members 
who consulted with Electronic Arts Inc. to help make "Medal 
of Honor Warfighter" as authentic as possible, these people 
said. They requested anonymity because they were not 
authorized to discuss the matter publicly. 

Military personnel are required to receive authorization to 
work on such projects to prevent classified information on 
military tactics, strategies and protocols being made public, 
officials said. 

No such requests were made for the "Warfighter" game, 
according to Defense Department spokesman Lt. Col. Damien 
Pickart and Col. Tim Nye, a spokesman for the U.S. Special 
Operations Command that oversees the Navy SEALs. 

"In general terms, if any of these ... service members 
signed a nondisclosure agreement, then that agreement would 
most likely be as binding for an electronic game as it is for a 
book or movie," said Nye. "Having never played the game, I 
have no idea if it discloses any classified information or 
sensitive ... tactics, techniques or procedures." 

Bissonnette could not be reached for comment. Earlier 
this month, he was rebuked by Defense Secretary Leon E. 
Panetta for writing his detailed account of the May 2011 raid 
in which Bissonnette and fellow members of SEAL Team Six 
invaded Bin Laden's compound in Pakistan. 

Jeff Brown, a spokesman for the Redwood City, Calif., 
game publisher, confirmed that retired and active-duty special 
forces members, including several SEALs, had worked on the 
game that is set for release Oct. 23. He said his company, 
which released a similar version of the game in 2010 called 
"Medal of Honor," was not required to make sure the 
consultants had obtained the necessary government clearances 
to work on the game. 

"The Department of Defense has never asked to vet the 
games or the contribution of veterans and active service 
members," Brown said. 

The use of veteran military experts in developing video 
games is potentially troublesome because they could 
inadvertently reveal information that could give enemies a 
window into actual weapons and their capabilities, how troops 
maneuver and communicate with one another and the tactics 
they use in combat situations, said Mike Zyda, founding 
director of USC's GamePipe Laboratory. 

"When soldiers sign an agreement with the government, 
they have to live up to it," said Zyda, who developed a game 
called "America's Army" that the U.S. Army used to recruit 
soldiers when he was a professor of computer science at the 
U.S. Naval Postgraduate Institute. 

But as a practical matter, Zyda said, games typically focus 
on action sequences that are less likely to reveal military 
secrets. 

"In all of these games, they don't simulate the intelligence 
infrastructure, which is where most of the classified 
information sits," he said. "The goal of a game is to be fun and 
exciting. Some amount of realism is necessary to achieve that, 
but a lot of [what happens in missions] isn't in games because 
it's just not that interesting." 

"Medal of Honor Warfighter," which was developed at an 
EA studio in Playa Vista, takes players into combat in 
Afghanistan and several other true-to-life conflict zones 
including Somalia, Bosnia, the Persian Gulf and the 
Philippines. The single-player mode lets players take on the 
part of a Tier 1 soldier as he navigates through one deadly 
skirmish after another with his squad in order to track down an 
underground web of terrorists distributing pentaerythritol 
tetranitrate, a potent explosive used unsuccessfully in 2001 by 
Richard Reid, the "shoe bomber." Players are able to choose 
from an arsenal of weapons used in real-world combat and 
select from a range of authentic military tactics to defeat their 
enemies. 

Devoted players of the highly competitive military 
shooter genre, which generates well over $1 billion in sales 
each year from such franchises as "Call of Duty" and "Medal 
of Honor," judge games by their levels of realism and 
accuracy -- at least for the combat scenes. With powerful 
game consoles, developers are more than ever able to deliver 
on those fronts. 

Some game technologies are so advanced that they are 
also being used by the military to train forces. For example, a 
game engine called CryEngine used to develop "Crysis 3," an 
upcoming shooting game also being published by EA, is used 
to create training simulations used by firefighters and service 
members. 

But technology is only one requirement for creating a 
shooter game. Also critical are the visceral nature of combat 
and the psychological effect on troops. To re-create this, game 
companies routinely hire current and former special forces 
members, such as Tier 1 Units, the elite troops within Special 
Operations Command, or SOCOM, who are called upon to 
conduct sensitive counter-terrorism missions across the world, 
to advise developers on making their games feel as close to the 
real thing as possible. 

On its promotional website, "Warfighter" claims its 
"motion capture technology combined with input from Tier 1 
consultants, immersive lighting and beautifully rendered 
environments create a visual representation of human action in 
combat that takes authenticity to a new level." 

To drive the point home, EA brought on stage two former 
Navy SEALs -- Kevin Vance and Nate Brown -- at a game 
developers conference panel in San Francisco in the spring, 
according to people who attended the presentation. 

Vance and Brown could not be reached for comment. 
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In an interview with The Times in March, Vance and 
Brown said they developed the script that formed the kernel 
for "Warfighter" while on an anti-terrorism mission around 
2006. At the time, the two would not reveal their last names. 

EA's Brown would not confirm the names of the former 
troops. Asked about Bissonnette, who went under the name of 
Mark Owen in his work for EA, Brown said, "EA did not 
directly remunerate Mark Owen for his input on 'Medal of 
Honor Warfighter.' " 

A person who has knowledge of the work said EA didn't 
hire Bissonnette directly, instead paying a company called 
Silent R. EA's Brown acknowledged that his company used 
Silent R "to produce a series of promotional videos on 
authentic combat experiences in the war on terror." 

Messages to the North Carolina company were not 
returned. 

It's not unusual for the U.S. government to advise book 
writers and film studios. The upcoming film "Zero Dark 

Thirty" received help from the Pentagon and the CIA. Another 
film, "Act of Valor," released in February, used active-duty 
SEALs as actors. 

By contrast, neither "Warfighter" nor "No Easy Day" 
received government assistance or clearance. 

The Pentagon in August threatened Bissonnette with legal 
action, saying he violated his nondisclosure agreement by 
revealing classified information in his book. Pentagon 
attorneys did not say which details were considered classified. 

Panetta denounced the book on Sept. 11 in an interview 
that aired on "CBS This Morning." 

"I cannot as secretary send a signal to SEALs who 
conducted those operations, 'Oh, you can conduct these 
operations and then go out and write a book about it ... and/or 
sell your story to the New York Times,' " Panetta said. "How 
the hell can we run sensitive operations here that go after 
enemies if people are allowed to do that?" 

Return to Index 
 
 

LEGAL: 
30. Defense: Navy Actions Led To Pirate Hostage Deaths 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 18 SEP 12) ... Mike Hixenbaugh 

NORFOLK -- Attorneys for three Somali men charged in 
the deaths of four Americans during a pirate attack in the 
Arabian Sea last year say the Navy and FBI's efforts to rescue 
the hostages led to the killings. 

Defense lawyers also asked that the high-profile federal 
trial be moved out of Norfolk, where they argue deep pride in 
the Navy and an unusual interest in piracy cases will make it 
difficult to assemble an objective jury. 

The arguments were spelled out in a series of motions 
filed by the defense team Monday. 

Co-defendants Ahmed Muse Salad, Shani Nurani Shiekh 
Abrar and Abukar Osman Beyle face the death penalty on 
murder, kidnapping, piracy and related charges. 

The men are accused of pirating the yacht Quest in 
February 2011 in the Arabian Sea and killing the vessel's 
owners, Scott Underwood Adam and Jean Savage Adam of 
the Los Angeles area, and their friends Phyllis Patricia Macay 
and Robert Campbell Riggle of Seattle. 

The pirates hoped to take the Americans back to Somalia 
and begin ransom negotiations, according to court records, but 
the plan fell apart when Navy warships began shadowing the 
yacht. 

The destroyer Sterett was maneuvering between the Quest 
and the Somali coast when a rocket-propelled grenade was 
fired at the warship. 

As the Navy destroyer closed on the yacht, according to 
court records, shots were fired on board the Quest, resulting in 
the deaths of the four passengers and two hijackers. 

A team of Navy SEALs boarded the yacht, and two more 
Somalis were killed, records show. 

The Navy's "aggressive actions" and "the failure to 
conduct the negotiations with the Somalis in a proper fashion" 
created an unstable situation "that resulted in the violent 
deaths of eight individuals," defense lawyers argued. 

The motion seeks to compel the government to produce 
documents spelling out the rules of engagement and 
negotiation tactics used during the mission. 

In recorded radio conversations in the days leading up to 
the incident, according to the motion, the yacht captain 
repeatedly asked Navy officials not to come too close, fearing 
the pirates would hurt him and the other hostages. Each time, 
the Navy agreed, the motion said. 

"While the defense does not contend that the actions of 
the Navy/FBI are legal defenses to any of the charges, it is 
without dispute that none of the Americans had been harmed 
until the Navy/FBI acted in an extremely aggressive fashion," 
defense lawyers wrote. 

Larry Dash, an assistant federal public defender and one 
of seven attorneys representing the Somalis, said Tuesday the 
defense team did not wish to comment. 

In a separate motion, the defense asked for a change of 
venue. They argued that Norfolk's large Navy presence and 
local media coverage of the case had likely tainted the jury 
pool. 

"Furthermore, this trial will begin less than three months 
after a major Hollywood motion picture about Somali piracy, 
starring Tom Hanks, filmed, in part, in Norfolk, is set to 
premier[e]," the lawyers wrote. 

The film, "Captain Phillips," is about the captain of the 
Maersk Alabama, a cargo ship captured by Somali pirates in 
2009. Phillips was rescued when Navy SEAL snipers shot and 
killed the pirates from the fantail of the destroyer Bainbridge. 

A poll conducted by the defense found that more than 65 
percent of Norfolk residents had heard of the case, and about 
31 percent had already decided that the defendants are 
"definitely guilty." 

Defense attorneys also cited user comments left on an 
April 2010 online poll posted on www.pilotonline.com that 
asked if pirate suspects should be brought to Norfolk for trial. 
Among them: "[F]rankly I'd just shoot 'em right there and 
throw their carcasses in the water.... Do that enough and you 
start weeding the opposition down!!" 

The case is scheduled to go to trial in June next year, 
Dash said. 



 27

Eleven Somalis have pleaded guilty to taking part in the 
attack; each denied shooting the Americans. All received life 

sentences in agreeing to testify against the three defendants. 
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COMMENTARY: 
31. Iran Continues Uranium Enrichment Program 
U.S. failure to act not an option 
(WASHINGTON TIMES 19 SEP 12) ... Lt. Gen. Donald M. Lionetti 

Iran's refusal to back off from its uranium enrichment 
program, which could usher in a nuclear-armed Iran, has 
dramatically heightened tensions in the Persian Gulf region. 
The regime's oft-stated threats of missile attacks against 
American and allied interests in the region, stated plans to 
block the Strait of Hormuz and military maneuvers to test new 
Iranian missiles increase the level of brinkmanship with each 
passing day. 

The United States' response so far addresses the tactical 
dimension of potential Iranian military action. The U.S. Navy 
has enhanced its mine clearing capabilities with the 
deployment of additional mine sweepers and submersible 
drones capable of detecting and destroying Iranian mines 
threatening shipping lanes. Additional warplanes, including F-
22 stealth fighters and F-15s, have been deployed in recent 
months. American troop levels in Iraq have been steadily 
reduced, but the U.S. Army maintains a brigade of soldiers in 
Kuwait, and an ever-present carrier battle group steams off 
shore, ready to respond if needed. 

Iran's missile threat is very real and even more lethal than 
when I provided a risk assessment of the Gulf region in the 
Winter 2004 Issue of Defense Procurement Analysis. I 
asserted that Iran's regional conduct would destabilize Gulf 
Cooperation Council (GCC) members' economic growth and 
discourage outside investment. With high oil prices and a 
booming economy, GCC countries were encouraged to invest 
in regional missile defenses to reverse a perception of 
continuing risk, which could hurt the willingness of foreign 
companies to invest or operate in the Persian Gulf. Recent 
testing of Iran's longer-range missiles underscores the 
continuing validity of these observations. 

Continuing its aggressive posture, Iran declared as 
recently as last month its willingness to unleash its arsenal 
should the country feel threatened. "The Islamic Revolution 
Guard Corps and the Iranian army's missiles can target and 
destroy any threatening target in the region," according to 
Mansour Haqiqat-pour, who sits on Iran's National Security 
and Foreign Policy Commission. 

Key among our missile defense assets in the region is the 
Patriot system. Continuously refined and improved since its 
introduction in the 1980s, Patriot batteries in Kuwait, Saudi 
Arabia and the United Arab Emirates provide a missile 
defense ring around western Iran. This battle-tested system - 

Patriot's technology has been combat-proven in two wars - is 
also part of the Israeli defense package. Because Patriot is a 
mature system, it is ready to deploy on a moment's notice. 
This combination of land, air, naval and missile defense forces 
allows us to confront traditional and asymmetrical attacks 
from Iran should it come to that. 

Maintaining commerce through the Strait of Hormuz is 
equally critical. Nearly 40 percent of the world's oil moves 
through this strategic sea lane, and the U.S. Navy will be at the 
tip of the spear in keeping it open. To that end, the USS 
Ponce, an amphibious ship previously slated for 
decommissioning, has been refurbished and is now supporting 
Fifth Fleet operations in Bahrain. It represents the sort of 
thinking that meets the needs of military missions while 
conserving budget resources at a time when Americans are 
weary of war, Congress is confronting serious budget 
questions and our economy is fragile. Appropriate as this 
response has been, it is no less important that U.S. 
policymakers take a longer view - one that provides the 
defense infrastructure required to ensure continued success 
should Iran become an active or chronic aggressor. 

Iran's early-July missile drill, code-named Great Prophet 
7, demonstrated the regime's capability to strike at American 
and allied targets across the entire Middle East, and high 
among our priorities should be adequate funding for continued 
Patriot development and acquisition. Many of the system's 
engineering costs were spread across its dozen international 
partners, and Patriot's open architecture provides 
interoperability with a variety of missile and air defense 
systems. It is a cost-effective, operationally potent and 
immediately ready response to the Iranian threat. 

No right-thinking person wishes for a confrontation with 
Iran, but their threats are neither idle nor trifling. Iran has the 
means and possibly the will to engage in a shooting war of 
significant proportions. Terrible as that would be, we must 
stand vigilant or face the even more dangerous consequences 
of failure to act. That means maintaining the readiness of our 
high-performance aircraft squadrons, credible in-theater troop 
levels, versatile and well-purposed naval assets and adequate 
funding for continued Patriot modernization. 

Lt. Gen. Donald M. Lionetti was commanding general of 
the U.S.Army Space and Missile Defense Command. 

Return to Index 
 

32. Deconstructing The Triad 
U.S. Must Rethink Nuclear Deterrence 
(DEFENSE NEWS 17 SEP 12) ... Ajay Patel and Ben Wachendorf 

There are huge decisions that must be made soon on U.S. 
national defense. Most Americans have no idea what is at 
stake. 

Like other military hardware designed in the Cold War, 
all three legs of the U.S. strategic nuclear deterrent are rapidly 
reaching retirement age. Traditional thinking suggests 
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replacing all three legs. The cost to do that is more than $200 
billion. A more prudent choice is to reduce strategic nuclear 
forces now by eliminating ground-based intercontinental 
ballistic missiles (ICBMs) and accelerating reductions in 
submarine launched ballistic missiles (SLBMs) to levels that 
the Pentagon has already recommended for the future. 

Making these choices now would save hundreds of 
millions per year in operating costs and avoid at least $50 
billion in costs to develop a new ICBM. 

U.S. defense budgets have experienced three periods of 
growth and two periods of decline over the past 50 years. We 
are now entering a period of shrinking defense budgets. How 
much and how fast the defense budget will decline will be 
determined by elections, sequestration, deficit reduction 
decisions and other economic priorities. But barring another 
national security crisis such as 9/11, defense budget toplines 
will head south for the foreseeable future. Reducing nuclear 
weapon forces now would allow spending on scarce defense 
budget resources in higher priority areas. 

The U.S. strategic nuclear force structure consists of 14 
Ohio-class ballistic missile submarines (SSBNs), each with 24 
launch tubes; 20 B-2 and 93 B-52H bombers; and 450 
Minuteman III ICBMs. All Ohio-class SSBNs will be retired 
between 2027 and 2040. The Government Accountability 
Office estimates the cost to replace these SSBNs at $90.4 
billion. 

The Air Force is studying long-range strike options to 
replace its manned bombers. These options include buying 80 
to 100 stealthy, nuclear-capable subsonic bombers with a 
target price cap of $550 million per aircraft. Large cost 
overruns in the B-2, F-22 and F-35 combat aircraft programs, 
however, cause many to question if the $550 million unit cost 
cap is realistic. 

Solid-fuel motors on the Minuteman III ICBMs will reach 
the end of their service lives around 2030. The Air Force 
decision to terminate ICBM production many years ago, 
coupled with NASA’s recent decision to end the space shuttle 
program, damaged the U.S. heavy-lift rocket motor industry 
and will make the cost of a new ICBM program prohibitive. 

There has been a steady decline in the number of nuclear 
weapons deployed by the U.S. and Russia, from a peak of 
more than 32,000 U.S. nuclear weapons in 1966 to a New 
Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty limit of 1,550 warheads 
deployed on 700 missiles and bombers by 2018. Air Force 
studies in 2010 and 2011 indicated that as few as 311 
deployed warheads would meet U.S. defense requirements. 

In August, the State Department was reported to be 
studying a recommendation for U.S. and Russia each to reduce 

nuclear weapons to 1,000 warheads on 500 delivery systems. 
This trend argues strongly for the elimination of one leg of the 
triad and only operating what we need in the other two legs. 

Historically, the U.S. maintained three legs of the triad to 
ensure at least one would survive any attack and thereby deter 
any attack. Although the number of nuclear weapon states has 
grown since the Cold War, the threat of a massive nuclear 
strike that could destroy all of our military forces has greatly 
diminished. 

Russia can hold our land-based forces at risk, but it can’t 
threaten our SSBNs at sea. China is investing heavily in 
missile and space programs, but it is only a regional military 
power. The possibility that rogue states and terrorist groups 
could attack using nuclear weapons or other weapons of mass 
destruction has increased, but if those elements are deterred by 
U.S. nuclear-weapon capability, the size of the U.S. nuclear 
arsenal is not a significant factor in that deterrence. 

Given the reduced threat from a large-scale nuclear 
attack, the increased threat of a small-scale weapon of mass 
destruction attack, the greatly improved ability of U.S. 
military forces to deliver precision conventional strikes and 
sharp cuts in defense budgets, now is the time to replace our 
Cold War nuclear strategy with flexible response options, 
including conventional strike, cyberwarfare and coordinated 
global actions using the full range of international government 
powers to deter our adversaries. 

The first steps should be to immediately reduce the size of 
the SSBN force to the levels already recommended by the 
Pentagon for the period 2029 to 2040 — 11 to 10 SSBNs with 
16 launch tubes — and to eliminate all 550 of the Minuteman 
III ICBMs. Starting a new ICBM program would be too 
costly, and while Russia is the only nation that can threaten 
the U.S. land-based forces, several other countries are 
investing in long-range missile delivery systems. 

U.S. defense spending likely will face sustained pressure 
in the future, so taxpayers’ dollars must be invested in those 
technologies that offer the best defense against current and 
future threats, including conventional strike, cyberwarfare and 
coordinated international actions. 

Replacing all three legs of the triad with more weapons 
than we need will take money away from more important 
defense programs and add to our crushing debt. Buying more 
strategic weapons than we need will make us less safe due to 
wasting money on a Maginot Line defense. 

Ajay Patel is president of Monitor National Security, a 
Newport Beach, Calif.-based strategy practice of the Monitor 
Group; and Ben Wachendorf is a retired U.S. Navy rear 
admiral and senior adviser at Monitor National Security. 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. #SAAM: Get Involved, Be an Active Bystander 
(NAVY LIVE 19 APR 12) ... Jill Loftus 

The following blog post, provided by Jill Loftus, Department of the Navy sexual assault prevention and response officer, 
addresses the very serious action of getting involved – or “bystander intervention” – when you are aware of a shipmate who has been a 
victim of sexual assault. Too many times society has taught us to, “turn the other cheek,” or “mind our own business.” When it comes 
to sexual assault, our Sailors are “our business.” 

 
2. #SAAM: Sexual Assault Awareness Month 
(KHON FOX HONOLULU 19 APR 12) 

WakeUp2Day interviewed Commander, Pacific Fleet, Adm. Cecil B. Haney and Fleet Master Chief John Minyard to discuss the 
Navy's initiatives during sexual assault awareness month. 

 
3. #SAAM: Navy SARC Recognized As A DOD Exceptional SARC Of The Year 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 20 APR 12) ... Lt. j.g. Lauryn Dempsey, Department of the Navy Sexual Assault Prevention and Response 
Office Public Affairs 

WASHINGTON -- Service members, civilian employees and Department of Defense personnel gathered in the Pentagon's Hall of 
Heroes to recognize the recipients of the Exceptional Sexual Assault Response Coordinator Award April 18. 

 
4. Weapons Station Increases Sexual Assault Awareness Through Humor 
(JOINT BASE CHARLESTON PATRIOT 18 APR 12) ... Petty Officer 1st Class Jennifer Hudson, Joint Base Charleston Public Affairs 

JOINT BASE CHARLESTON, S.C. -- Sailors assigned to Joint Base Charleston - Weapons Station increased their sexual assault 
awareness skills in an unusual way April 18. By utilizing humor about this serious subject, as well as active participation by Sailors 
during an improvisational show, personnel now have the training to help prevent, identify and intervene against sexual assaults. 

 
5. Navy Week NOLA Air Show May Draw 100,000 To Lakeshore Drive 
(NEW ORLEANS TIMES-PICAYUNE 19 APR 12) ... Paul Purpura 

In a city skilled at hosting large-scale events like Mardi Gras and big games in the Mercedes-Benz Superdome, New Orleans 
officials spent a year planning for as many as 100,000 people to pack Lakeshore Drive this weekend to view Navy Week NOLA’s air 
show over Lake Pontchartrain. 

 
6. Mayfair Mews Residents Meet With Navy In Va. Beach 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 20 APR 12) ... Lauren King 

VIRGINIA BEACH -- Residents displaced by the April 6 jet crash at the Mayfair Mews apartment complex met with Navy 
representatives Thursday evening to learn more about what kind of compensation they could expect and, more importantly, when they 
will receive it. 

 

CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
7. USS Simpson, Coast Guard Participate In Cape Verde Lead AMLEP Operations 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 19 APR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist Seaman Brian T. Glunt, Commander, U.S. Naval Forces 
Europe-Commander, U.S. Naval Forces Africa/Commander, U.S. 6th Fleet Public Affairs 

PRAIA, Cape Verde -- Six members comprising a team of Cape Verde's Coast Guard, Maritime and Judicial Police, joined eight 
members of a U.S. Coast Guard Law Enforcement Detachment (LEDET) and Sailors from guided-missile frigate USS Simpson (FFG 
56), March 27 through April 18, in recent African Maritime Law Enforcement Partnership (AMLEP) operations. 
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8. Columbus Visits Yokosuka During Western Pacific Deployment 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 18 APR 12) ... Lt. Lara Bollinger, Submarine Group 7 Public Affairs 

YOKOSUKA, Japan -- Los Angeles-class fast attack submarine USS Columbus (SSN 762) arrived at Fleet Activities Yokosuka 
April 19 for a visit as part of its deployment to the western Pacific. 

 
9. USS Chicago Arrives On Guam 
(KUAM NEWS 19 APR 12) ... Nick Delgado 

GUAM - The Los Angeles Class attack submarine USS Chicago arrived at the Sierra Pier on Naval Base Guam this afternoon. 
That's where hundreds of family members anxiously waited to finally see their Sailor as they arrived at their new homeport station. 

 
10. Plane Crash Off Florida Coast: Navy, Coast Guard Search For Pilot 
(LOS ANGELES TIMES 19 APR 12) ... Rene Lynch 

U.S. Coast Guard and Navy forces have been dispatched to the scene of a plane crash off the coast of Florida. So far there is no 
word about the fate of the pilot believed to have become incapacitated at the controls. The small aircraft circled aimlessly in the skies 
for hours over the Gulf of Mexico as anxious air traffic controllers watched helplessly. 

 
11. Fighting Heat And Food, The Marines Have Landed 
(SYDNEY MORNING HERALD 20 APR 12) ... Rory Callinan 

They will stay for years, number up to 2500, possibly have their own aircraft and artillery, train with the Aboriginal-dominated 
Norforce unit and drop in to help in Asia-Pacific disaster zones alongside Australia's Diggers. 

 

GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
12. Signs Of An Asian Arms Buildup In India’s Missile Test 
(NEW YORK TIMES 20 APR 12) ... Heather Timmons And Jim Yardley 

NEW DELHI — India’s successful test on Thursday of a long-range ballistic missile capable of carrying a nuclear warhead is the 
latest escalation of an arms race in Asia, where the assertiveness and rising military power of China has rattled the region and 
prompted a forceful response from the Obama administration. 

 
13. China Assists North Korean Missiles 
(REUTERS 19 APR 12) ... Walter Brandimarte, Louise Egan and Missy Ryan 

WASHINGTON -- China has provided some assistance to North Korea’s missile program, U.S. Defense Secretary Leon Panetta 
said on Thursday, a week after the hermit state’s failed missile launch triggered broad international condemnation. 

 
14. Iran Outlines No-Go Zones For U.S. Warships 
(THE HILL 19 APR 12) ... Carlo Munoz 

Tehran announced a number of areas in the Persian Gulf would be off limits to U.S. warships in the region, and would treat any 
incursion into those waters as threat to Iran. 

 
15. Iran: Dispute Over Islands Grows 
(NEW YORK TIMES 20 APR 12) ... Rick Gladstone 

Iran’s military escalated tensions with the United Arab Emirates on Thursday, warning the country’s leaders to cease their claims 
of sovereignty over Abu Musa and two other contested islands at the strategically important mouth of the Persian Gulf. 

 
16. Pentagon: We'll Be Ready If Needed For Syria 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 19 APR 12) ... Donna Cassata 

WASHINGTON — The U.S. military is working on additional ways to try to halt the unending violence in Syria, but diplomacy 
remains the foremost option, Pentagon leaders told Congress on Thursday. 

 

PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
17. Navy Moves To Oust 2 Haditha Marines 
Camp Pendleton sergeants were granted immunity to testify 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 19 APR 12) ... Gretel C. Kovach 

Two Camp Pendleton Marines from a squad implicated in the killings of two dozen civilians in Haditha, Iraq in 2005 who were 
granted immunity from prosecution could be kicked out of the Corps now that the criminal case is concluded. 
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18. Navy's Top Enlisted Chief: More 'Heads Up' For Sailors Being Separated 
(STARS AND STRIPES 19 APR 12) ... Erik Slavin 

YOKOSUKA NAVAL BASE, Japan — The Navy wants to give Sailors being involuntary separated from the service earlier 
notification of their impending exits, the service’s top enlisted Sailor said Thursday. 

 
19. Navy Pro: Advanced Education Accelerates Chief's Success 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 19 APR 12) ... Ed Barker, Naval Education and Training Command Public Affairs 

SAN DIEGO -- The Information Assurance Manager (IAM) for Mine Countermeasures Squadron (MCMRON) 3 is using the 
Advanced Education Voucher (AEV) program to accelerate her education and is putting her degree to work on a daily basis. 

 
20. NCTC Employee Wins Adm. Vern Clark Safety Award 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 19 APR 12) ... Chief Builder Daniel J. Lynch, Naval Construction Center Port Hueneme Public Affairs 

NATIONAL HARBOR, Md. -- The Naval Construction Training Center (NCTC) Port Hueneme, Calif. continued its tradition of 
safety awards for Fiscal Year 2011, with the capture of the Adm. Vern Clark Individual Safety Award, presented during the 2012 Sea 
Air Space Exposition April 16. 

 
21. SWOS Lose Out To Aviators In Command Shake-Up 
(NAVY TIMES 23 APR 12) ... Sam Fellman 

The Navy has shaken up who gets command in the gator fleet — again — with surface warfare officers losing exclusive claim to 
nine new amphibious transport docks while gaining back four aging amphibs. 

 
22. Foreclosure Victims Get Big Cash 
Hefty Payments to Reach Military Foreclosure Victims 
(MILITARY UPDATE 19 APR 12) ... Tom Philpott 

So far, several hundred military members who lost homes to illegal foreclosure actions by big banks and mortgage servicers have 
received settlements of $116,785 apiece for economic loss and emotional distress. They also have been paid any equity lost plus 
interest. 

 
23. Reserve Sailor Of The Year Announced 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 20 APR 12) ... Jim Vorndran, Commander, Navy Reserve Forces Command Public Affairs 

ARLINGTON, Va. -- The chief of Navy Reserve (CNR) announced his selection of the Navy Reserve Sailor of the year (SOY) 
during a ceremony at the Fort Meyer Officers' Club, April 18. 

 
24. U.S. Expands Inquiry Of Suspected Misconduct By Agents In Colombia 
 ... NEW YORK TIMES 20 APR 12 Michael S. Schmidt and William Neuman 

WASHINGTON — The Secret Service’s investigation into alleged misconduct with prostitutes by agency personnel in advance 
of President Obama’s trip to Colombia last week has been expanded to determine if the misconduct was confined to the 11 employees 
who were first tied to the scandal, according to a senior American official. 

 

FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
25. Senators Raise Concerns Over Cuts, Shipbuilding 
(GANNETT NEWS 19 APR 12) ... Deborah Barfield Berry 

WASHINGTON — Sen. Roger Wicker told Navy officials Thursday he’s concerned about how cuts in defense spending will 
affect the shipbuilding industry, which is key to Mississippi’s economy. 

 
26. Navy Open To Alternative Plan To Restore Virginia Sub 
(DEFENSE DAILY 20 APR 12) ... Emelie Rutherford 

A Navy official told senators concerned about the Pentagon's plan to scale back Virginia -class submarine production that the 
Navy would work with Congress to find an incremental-funding setup to restore a boat slated to be delayed. 

 
27. Think Tank: DoD Should Focus On Directed Energy Weapons 
(DEFENSE NEWS 19 APR 12) ... Paul McLeary 

The U.S. should focus on the development of directed energy weapons to counter efforts to restrict the U.S. military’s freedom of 
movement, according to a new analysis by the Center for Strategic and Budgetary Assessments, a Washington think tank. 
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28. U.S. Missile Defense Counters Growing Threat 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 19 APR 12) ... Cheryl Pellerin 

WASHINGTON – Six days after North Korea’s failed long-range rocket launch, the head of the Defense Department’s Missile 
Defense Agency testified on Capitol Hill about bolstering U.S. defenses against a growing ballistic missile threat. 

 
29. F-35 Team Hits Weapons Testing Mark 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 19 APR 12) ... Victor Chen, F-35 Integrated Test Force Public Affairs 

PATUXENT RIVER, Md. -- The F-35 Integrated Test team at Naval Air Station Patuxent River announced April 16 the 
completion of a weapons testing milestone. 

 
30. Whiting Field Bids Farewell To T-34 Turbo Mentor Today 
(PENSACOLA NEWS JOURNAL 19 APR 12) ... Louis Cooper 

The venerable T-34C Turbo Mentor made its final student training flight at Whiting Field Naval Air Station in Milton today, 
landing at about noon. 

 
31. ITT Exelis-Boeing Team To Split For Next Jammer Development Phase 
(DEFENSE DAILY 20 APR 12) 

ITT Exelis and Boeing will assume separate roles for the next development phase of the Next-Generation Jammer (NGJ) program 
after successfully completing the current technology maturation phase, according to an ITT Exelis company statement. 

 
32. Marines Accelerate Green-Energy Tech Procurement 
(NATIONAL DEFENSE 19 APR 12) ... Dan Parsons 

NATIONAL HARBOR, Md. — The Marine Corps plans to expand energy-efficiency efforts, including greater use of portable 
solar panels, water purifiers and insulated tents. 

 
33. RI Man In Navy Kickbacks Probe Pleads Guilty 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 19 APR 12) ... Laura Crimaldi 

PROVIDENCE, R.I.—A Rhode Island subcontractor who has already admitted to his role in a kickback scheme that prosecutors 
say cost the U.S. Navy millions pleaded guilty on Thursday to accusations that he lied about an affair while talking to investigators 
probing the plot. 

 

BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
34. Navy Medicine Highlights Care During New Orleans Navy Week 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 19 APR 12) ... Valerie A. Kremer, U.S. Navy Bureau of Medicine and Surgery Public Affairs 

NEW ORLEANS -- Navy Medicine leadership met with civic organizations, corporate leadership, universities, and the New 
Orleans Saints to discuss shared medical initiatives and Navy Medicine's role in the maritime strategy as part of New Orleans Navy 
Week, April 17 and 18. 

 
35. Wasp Helps New Orleans' City Park 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 19 APR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class J. C. J. Stokes, USS Wasp Public Affairs 

NEW ORLEANS -- Sailors and Marines from amphibious assault ship USS Wasp (LHD 1) and Marine Expeditionary Unit 26 
assisted in cutting and removing Chinese Tallow trees April 18, in New Orleans' city park. 

 
36. Wasp Hosts Navy Week Reception 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 19 APR 12) ... USS Wasp Public Affairs 

NEW ORLEANS -- The multi-purpose amphibious assault ship USS Wasp (LHD 1) hosted a reception April 18 during Navy 
Week New Orleans in commemoration of the War of 1812. 

 
37. Laws For Military Housing Could Be Changing 
(WTKR CBS NORFOLK 18 APR 12) ... Laurie Simmons 

A NewsChannel 3 Taking Action investigation into mold in military housing is getting results in Washington. 
 

38. Navy Asks Shore Counties For Land Study 
(SOMERSET (MD) HERALD 20 APR 12) ... Deborah Gates 

PRINCESS ANNE -- The Navy wants to know future land uses for Somerset, Wicomico and eight other Maryland counties over 
which the military controls airspace. 
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39. Navy Attends Engineering Conference In Hawaii 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 19 APR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Jay C. Pugh, Commander, Navy Region Hawaii 
Public Affairs 

KAUAI, Hawaii -- The commander of Navy Region Hawaii discussed diversity at the 2012 Engineering Deans Institute (EDI) 
"Engineering: Transcending Boundaries" conference April 17, in Lihue, Kauai, Hawaii. 

 
40. NAVFAC Hawaii Awards Contract For USMC Airfield Ops Complex At Kaneohe 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 19 APR 12) ... Denise Emsley, Naval Facilities Engineering Command, Hawaii 

PEARL HARBOR -- Naval Facilities Engineering Command (NAVFAC) Hawaii awarded a contract for a much needed airfield 
operations, air terminal complex, and aircraft rescue & fire station at Marine Corps Base Hawaii, Kaneohe to dck-ecc pacific guam, 
LLC, of Clairton, Pa., April 18. 

 
41. UFC Fighters Visit Lincoln 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 19 APR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist Seaman Mason D. Campbell, USS Abraham Lincoln Public 
Affairs 

USS ABRAHAM LINCOLN, At Sea -- Three Ultimate Fighting Championship (UFC) fighters visited the Nimitz-class aircraft 
carrier USS Abraham Lincoln (CVN 72), April 17. 

 
42. Japan, U.S. Agree On Not Increasing Japan’s Share In Guam Relocation Cost 
(ASAHI SHIMBUN 19 APR 12) ... Nanae Kurashige 

The Japanese and U.S. governments reached a basic agreement on keeping the upper limit of Japan’s share in the cost of 
relocating the U.S. Marines in Okinawa to Guam at $2.8 billion, as agreed in 2006. Under the review of the U.S. Forces Japan 
realignment plans, Japan sought a reduction in this amount because the number of Marines to be moved from Okinawa to Guam will 
be reduced, while the U.S. side asked for an increase. The two sides arrived at a compromise by maintaining the previous upper limit. 

 

NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
43. Marines Open Infantry Training To Women 
(GOVERNMENT EXECUTIVE 19 APR 12) ... Kellie Lunney 

The Marine Corps will allow women to enroll in its infantry course for the first time in its more than 200-year history, according 
to news reports. 

 
44. VA To Hire 1,900 Mental Health Workers 
(WASHINGTON POST 20 APR 12) ... Steve Vogel 

Under pressure to reduce the long waits that many veterans face for mental health care, the Department of Veterans Affairs 
announced Thursday that it will hire 1,900 mental health workers, an increase of more than 9 percent. 

 
45. Nelson Asks Navy To Name Ship After P.C. 
(PANAMA CITY NEWS HERALD 19 APR 12) ... Randal Yakey 

PANAMA CITY — A Navy ship could represent Panama City in the near future. 
 

46. Select NSA Crane Trees To Help Repair 'Old Ironsides' 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 19 APR 12) ... Bill Couch, Naval Facilities Engineering Command Midwest Public Affairs 

CRANE, Ind. -- Representatives from the Boston Navy Yard assessed specially designated trees at Naval Support Activity (NSA) 
Crane April 17 and 18 in preparation for the next planned dry-docking repair of USS Constitution, the world's oldest commissioned 
warship afloat. 

 
47. Real 'Seaviper' Crew 
World War II Veterans Served Aboard Submarine USS Drum 
(MOBILE PRESS-REGISTER 18 APR 12) ... Mike Brantley 

MOBILE, Alabama -- The real-life Word War II submarine USS Drum has a starring role in the new independent action film 
"USS Seaviper," which premieres Friday at downtown's Crescent Theater. 

 
48. Taking Aim At Hollywood 
Navy Weapons Expert Tutors Rihanna For New Film 
(NAVY TIMES 23 APR 12) ... Jon R. Anderson 

When the guy came up to Jackie Carrizosa and asked if he could take a picture of her, the gunner’s mate assigned to the San 
Diego-based aircraft carrier Ronald Reagan didn’t think much of it. 
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OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
49. Escalating A Major Power Rivalry From Down Under 
(NEW STRAITS TIMES (MALAYSIA) 19 APR 12) ... Shahriman Lockman 

Do they still expect us to think that none of this is about China? Earlier this month, Australia welcomed the first batch of United 
States Marines for rotational deployment in the country's Northern Territory. And a week before that, reports emerged that the 
Australian territory of Cocos Islands was being contemplated as a base for U.S. surveillance flights in the Indian Ocean and the South 
China Sea. 

 
50. India Missile Fires Nuclear Ambition 
(FINANCIAL TIMES (UK) 20 APR 12) ... Editorial 

The west has long turned a blind eye to India's nuclear weapons programme. But with the testing of a long-range missile capable 
of striking Beijing and Shanghai it is no longer possible to ignore New Delhi's ambitions. 

 
51. Reverse Thrust 
The prime minister is set to announce another embarrassing U-turn 
(THE ECONOMIST 21 APR 12) ... Editorial 

“When the facts change, I change my mind. What do you do, sir?” asked John Maynard Keynes. David Cameron might feel like 
quoting the great economist when he tells Parliament, as now seems almost certain, that the government is reversing its decision to 
buy the aircraft-carrier version of the Joint Strike Fighter, the F-35C, rather than the F-35B variant originally ordered by Labour in the 
1990s. 

 
52. Japan Flexing Its Military Muscle 
(CHINA DAILY 20 APR 12) ... Cai Hong 

Japan is building its military muscle to play a bigger role in Asia and the rest of the world, and it is making its military might 
more visible. Japan changed its defense policy last December to allow Japanese companies to export weapons and collaborate with 
countries other than its main ally, the U.S. 

 
53. Pentagon Response On Rape In Military Not Enough 
(SAN FRANCISCO CHRONICLE 20 APR 12) ... Editorial 

Female service members who suffered rape and sexual assault from their fellow soldiers have been further victimized by 
indifference from the Pentagon. Defense Secretary Leon Panetta acknowledged as much Monday. 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. #SAAM: Get Involved, Be an Active Bystander 
(NAVY LIVE 19 APR 12) ... Jill Loftus 

The following blog post, provided by Jill Loftus, 
Department of the Navy sexual assault prevention and 
response officer, addresses the very serious action of getting 
involved – or “bystander intervention” – when you are aware 
of a shipmate who has been a victim of sexual assault. Too 
many times society has taught us to, “turn the other cheek,” or 
“mind our own business.” When it comes to sexual assault, 
our Sailors are “our business.” 

Sexual assault is unacceptable in the Department of the 
Navy. It is a crime that goes against our core values of honor, 
courage, and commitment. Our core values demand that we 
find new ways to do better. This will not be easy or quick, and 
there is no tried-and-true formula for success. We are trying to 
come up with the right message at the right time with an 
appropriate context and frequency. Today that message is for 
every Sailor. We are asking each of you to pay attention to 
that feeling in your gut when the situation feels wrong or 
escalating – and then, take action. Officially the term is 
“bystander intervention.” Many of you recognize it as taking 
the keys away from someone who had too much to drink, 
diffusing a tense situation to prevent a fight, checking in with 
a friend to ensure they’re okay, or even giving directions to 
someone who is lost. 

So when you get that feeling in your gut and recognize 
that a person’s behavior is inappropriate (and potentially 
illegal), what action should you take? Similar to the actions 
you already take in the examples of bystander intervention we 
mentioned above consider these: 

 Talk to a shipmate and ensure he/she is doing okay 

 If you get the feeling that someone is in trouble, ask 
if he/she needs help 

 If you get the feeling that a shipmate is doing 
something shady, say something to him/her to stop it 

 Make an excuse to get a shipmate away from a 
situation that doesn’t feel right. 

 Did someone say something offensive or derogatory, 
call them on it and explain you don’t want to be 
around that behavior 

Sometimes it is easier to be that active bystander if you 
get others involved. Maybe the best thing to do in the situation 
is: 

 Get the person’s friends to step in and distract, 
redirect or remove the person from the situation 

 Notify the bartender, party host or bouncer that 
someone has had too much to drink and shouldn’t be 
served, or when someone isn’t backing off of an 
obviously intoxicated person 

We are not advocating that people risk their own safety in 
order to be an active bystander. When you don’t feel safe, 
remember there are other options available to you that still 
provide assistance to a potential victim. If you or someone else 
is in immediate danger, calling the police is the best course of 
action a bystander can take. 

The choice comes down to listening to your gut and 
taking action or trying to ignore that gut feeling and the 
situation that you know needs addressed. The Department of 
the Navy wants to create a culture of bystanders who are 
actively engaged in the prevention of sexual assault. Step up. 
Step in. Prevention is everyone’s responsibility! 

Check out some videos to learn how you can become a 
more active bystander: http://www.sapr.mil/index.php/video-
and-audio/featured. 

For victims of sexual assault, your local resources include 
your Victim Advocate (VA) and Sexual Assault Response 
Coordinator (SARC). DOD SafeHelpline has live confidential 
victim assistance available anywhere 24/7 by calling 877-995-
5247, or by chat at www.SafeHelpline.org, or by text to 55-
247 (202-470-5546 outside U.S.). For more information visit 
www.myduty.mil. 

Return to Index 
 

2. #SAAM: Sexual Assault Awareness Month 
(KHON FOX HONOLULU 19 APR 12) 

WakeUp2Day interviewed Commander, Pacific Fleet, 
Adm. Cecil B. Haney and Fleet Master Chief John Minyard to 
discuss the Navy's initiatives during sexual assault awareness 
month. 

In addition, they also discussed year-round efforts for 
prevention and response. 

View Clip (RT: 3:34) 

Return to Index 
 

3. #SAAM: Navy SARC Recognized As A DOD Exceptional SARC Of The Year 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 20 APR 12) ... Lt. j.g. Lauryn Dempsey, Department of the Navy Sexual Assault Prevention and Response 
Office Public Affairs 

WASHINGTON -- Service members, civilian employees 
and Department of Defense personnel gathered in the 
Pentagon's Hall of Heroes to recognize the recipients of the 
Exceptional Sexual Assault Response Coordinator Award 
April 18. 

Hosting the ceremony was Major Gen. Mary Kay Hertog, 
the director of the sexual assault prevention and response 

office for the defense department, who spoke to the 
importance of SARCs and their role in creating a culture free 
of sexual assault. 

"I am so glad to be here today. It is my honor and 
privilege to recognize our SARCs," said Hertog. "These are 
the men and women who do so much on the front lines to 
support our victims every single day." 
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A SARC provides a consistent and standardized point of 
contact to coordinate sexual assault victim care. The 
Exceptional SARC Award is designed to recognize the 
dedication to SARC standards, adherence to Sexual Assault 
and Prevention Response ideals and values, and a commitment 
to train volunteers and advise and assist victims. 

Rear Adm. Martha Herb, director of personnel readiness 
and community support, was present to honor the Navy's 
award recipient, Julia Powell, a SARC from Naval Support 
Activity Mid-South in Millington, Tenn. 

"Ms. Powell has been a part of the Navy's sexual assault 
programs since 1994, and has been an integral part in 
executing the SAPR program throughout the years. Her 
outstanding knowledge, professionalism and leadership have 
deservedly recognized her as valuable SAPR resource in the 
Navy," said Herb. 

Powell helped stand up the Navy's first sexual assault 
program office in 1994 as the Assistant Program Manager and 
Program Analyst for the Sexual Assault Victim Intervention 
program at the Naval Bureau of Personnel in Washington, 
D.C. 

"I've seen the program grow from the early stages. It is 
rewarding to see how far we have come," said Powell. 

Since 2008, Ms. Powell has trained SAPR Victim 
Advocates for NSA Mid-South, its tenant commands and an 
eight-state area of Navy Operational Support Centers and the 
Recruit Commands under Commander, Navy Recruit 
Command. She has also partnered with CNRC to provide 

Family Advocacy Program and SAPR briefs to remote or 
distant commands through Defense Connect Online webinars. 

"This award represents so much. I am able to accept this 
award only because of an extremely supportive command and 
a dedicated group of Victim's Advocates, who work tirelessly 
to support victims and to help enhance the mission readiness 
of all our commands," said Powell. "The people who are part 
of our program are what make it so strong." 

April is Sexual Assault Awareness Month and the Navy 
has focused its efforts to raise sexual assault awareness to help 
change behavior. 

"I believe in the Navy's efforts not just in April, but every 
day of the year, and I encourage more Sailors to take part in 
the SAPR program. Only with strong leadership and support 
can we help stop the crime," said Powell. 

Sexual Assault Prevention and Response is an important 
element of the readiness area of the 21st Century Sailor and 
Marine initiative which consolidates a set of objectives and 
policies, new and existing, to maximize Sailor and Marine 
personal readiness, build resiliency and hone the most combat-
effective force in the history of the Navy and Marine Corps. 
The Department of the Navy is working to aggressively to 
prevent sexual assaults, to support sexual assault victims, and 
to hold offenders accountable. 

Help raise awareness by joining the conversation on 
social media using #SAAM. 

Broadcast Clip - Julia Powell – SARC 
(YOUTUBE 19 APR 12) U.S. Navy 
View Clip (RT: 1:00) 

Return to Index 
 

4. Weapons Station Increases Sexual Assault Awareness Through Humor 
(JOINT BASE CHARLESTON PATRIOT 18 APR 12) ... Petty Officer 1st Class Jennifer Hudson, Joint Base Charleston Public Affairs 

JOINT BASE CHARLESTON, S.C. -- Sailors assigned to 
Joint Base Charleston - Weapons Station increased their 
sexual assault awareness skills in an unusual way April 18. By 
utilizing humor about this serious subject, as well as active 
participation by Sailors during an improvisational show, 
personnel now have the training to help prevent, identify and 
intervene against sexual assaults. 

Hosted by Catharsis Productions, 'Sex Signals' is 
spreading like a wildfire throughout the military with their 
new spin on raising awareness on sexual assault . 

The program provides insight, education and takes a 
provocative look into issues of sexual assault. By blending a 
unique combination of improvisation, humor and audience 
participation, service members will be empowered with 
knowledge to help prevent assaults from happening. 

"This show is a very unconventional, but is a brilliant way 
of showing Sailors what sexual assault is," said Tiffany 
Mizzel, JB Charleston - Weapons Station Sexual Assault 
Response Coordinator. "I was really impressed with how they 
got all the Sailors to interact with them and ask questions. I 
think this show cleared up some people's confusion about 
situations that may lead to a sexual assault. 

"Their message was loud and clear about what sexual 
assault is, how it can be prevented and how we can help each 
other by understanding what we are seeing and how to 
intervene if need be," Mizzel said. 

The overall theme of the show stressed the importance of 
consent, making sure that Sailors understood that a 'yes' could 
still turn into a 'no'. 

The show also re-enacted a scene that placed emphasis on 
bystander intervention. During the scene, the actors asked 
Sailors to participate by holding up a 'stop' sign during the skit 
when they felt the situation had gone too far. 

"I felt that the comedy definitely made the subject easier 
to listen to and understand," said Petty Officer 3rd Class 
Jennifer Bascara assigned to Naval Support Activity 
Charleston at JB Charleston - Weapons Station. "It brought a 
very realistic light to what we have already been taught, but in 
a much more relatable way." 

Petty Officer 2nd Class Timothy Thurman, a Yeoman 
assigned to Space and Naval Warfare Systems Center Atlantic, 
felt that the 'Sex Signals' training was 100 percent on the right 
track to help reach out to the junior ranks. 

"This was really great," Thurman said after the show. "I 
think people will pay more attention to this type of training, 
especially with all the humor they have managed to add in. It 
is very up-to-date and that is what is going to get the younger 
generation to really pay attention, relate better and understand 
it." 

Sexual assault prevention and response is an essential 
element of today's military, making it each and every service 
member's responsibility to report and/or intervene when a 
situation seems out of hand. Navy and Air Force personnel 
receive training year-round about sexual assault awareness 
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with the goal to aggressively prevent assaults and support 
victims. 

"Sexual assault is a serious issue which no one should 
take lightly," said Petty Officer 1st Class Jinnett Santos, a 
culinary specialist at the JB Charleston - Weapons Station 
Galley. "This show was genius, very in-depth with a lot of 

good information that needed to be talked about. They made 
the subject light but there was a serious note throughout the 
plays with a very clear message - no means no and watch out 
for each other, whether that's a shipmate, friend or spouse. It is 
important that we take care of each other." 

Return to Index 
 

5. Navy Week NOLA Air Show May Draw 100,000 To Lakeshore Drive 
(NEW ORLEANS TIMES-PICAYUNE 19 APR 12) ... Paul Purpura 

In a city skilled at hosting large-scale events like Mardi 
Gras and big games in the Mercedes-Benz Superdome, New 
Orleans officials spent a year planning for as many as 100,000 
people to pack Lakeshore Drive this weekend to view Navy 
Week NOLA’s air show over Lake Pontchartrain. 

But after all the planning, the aerial spectacle featuring 
the Navy and Marine Corps’ Blue Angels, a highlight of the 
War of 1812 bicentennial commemoration, the military is 
keeping a wary eye on the weather forecast that calls for a 
soaking Saturday and a gusty but otherwise clear Sunday. 

And that, air show planners worried Thursday, could 
determine whether the show will go on. A final decision is 
expected this afternoon. 

“Obviously, we have an opportunity that remains fluid, 
and we will make the appropriate changes in the plan when we 
know how the weather affects us,” said Mark Romig, who 
heads the city’s Navy Week NOLA planning committee. 

Judging from their practice flights over Lake 
Pontchartrain, the Blue Angels, which arrived Thursday, were 
preparing to perform before an anticipated crowd of 50,000 
each day. The Navy and Marine Corps pilots plan to push their 
F/A-18 Hornets through the drills again today. But the 
Pensacola, Fla.-based squadron will make the final decision. 

“They will make a call, and we will live with that call,” 
Romig said. 

National Weather Service forecaster Tim Destri said 
Thursday that timing is critical on whether rain and 
thunderstorms associated with the low pressure system 
expected to form over the region will pass to the east by 
Saturday afternoon. The weather service forecasts a 60 percent 
chance of rain Saturday, with low clouds that would affect the 
aerial performances, he said. 

Winds will pick up Saturday night, when there’s a 
potential for 25 mph wind with gusts over 40 mph. “It’s going 
to be pretty windy, period,” Destri said. 

Planning for the air show began more than a year ago, 
involving the New Orleans Police Department for traffic, the 
city’s EMS, levee district officials, and the University of New 
Orleans and Southern University of New Orleans, which will 
provide parking. Air Support LLC was hired to manage the air 
show. 

The Blue Angels, which visited New Orleans several 
times since planning started, selected the lake over their usual 
performance venue at the Naval Air Station-Joint Reserve 
Base in Belle Chasse, Romig said. 

“They love the Belle Chasse Naval Air Station, but they 
were really taken by what a Lake Pontchartrain shoreline air 
show could look like,” Romig said. “It was always their 
preferred location for this particular bicentennial location.” 

The aircraft will fly from the Belle Chasse air station to 
the air show “box,” a block of airspace extending west of New 
Orleans Lakefront Airport. The Blue Angels should make 
passes over downtown New Orleans and the eight tall and 
modern warships berthed along the Mississippi River for 
public tours, said Rear Adm. Ann Claire Phillips, commander 
of Expeditionary Strike Group Two and “operational 
commander” for Navy Week NOLA. “People on the 
waterfront will see them.” 

In addition to the Blue Angels, the Navy’s Leap Frogs 
parachute team is scheduled to perform. The Coast Guard will 
demonstrate a search-and-rescue operation with a MH-65C 
Dolphin helicopter. A Navy F/A-18 Super Hornet also will fly. 

The Navy Reserve’s Strike Fighter Squadron 204, a unit 
at Belle Chasse, plans to simulate aerial combat by pitting two 
of its F/A-18s against an F-5 Tiger -- which will lose the mock 
battle, said Lt. Cmdr Adam Smith, the unit’s operations 
officer. Afterwards, River Rattler jets will pass in formation 
with their tail hooks down, simulating a carrier landing, he 
said. 

On Saturday only, an Air Force B-2 Stealth Bomber is 
scheduled to fly over. Other aircraft include Navy MH-60 
Knighthawk and a CH-53 Sea Stallion helicopters. 

Lakeshore Drive will be closed to traffic from Seabrook 
to the UNO Research and Technology Park. Limited parking 
will be available at SUNO’s campus and at the UNO 
Lakefront Arena, at a cost of $20 per vehicle. Because of 
limited parking, air show planners encourage people to 
carpool, to ride bikes or to consider public transportation. The 
Regional Transit Authority is increasing the number of buses 
on the Franklin Avenue and Elysian Fields Avenue lines. 

Food and beverages will be sold. No grills, boiling pots or 
pets will be allowed. People won’t be allowed to swim in the 
lake, air show planners say. The Coast Guard will enforce a 
safety zone that keeps boaters out of the air show performance 
area. 

View Ship Tour Map (JPG) 
View Air Show Map (JPG) 
View Gallery (8 Photos) 

Return to Index 
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6. Mayfair Mews Residents Meet With Navy In Va. Beach 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 20 APR 12) ... Lauren King 

VIRGINIA BEACH -- Residents displaced by the April 6 
jet crash at the Mayfair Mews apartment complex met with 
Navy representatives Thursday evening to learn more about 
what kind of compensation they could expect and, more 
importantly, when they will receive it. 

The service is moving as quickly as possible to 
compensate them, they were told. Since the crash, the Navy 
has paid for hotels, food and clothing for the 85 whose 
apartments were damaged or destroyed. Residents also have 
received help moving their personal belongings into storage 
and finding permanent housing. 

Capt. Bob Geis, commanding officer of Oceana Naval Air 
Station, said Navy officials began to plan short-term 
compensation for residents the evening of the crash. 

“You don’t normally look at people who do 
administrative work as heroes,” Geis said. “But the amount of 
paperwork that had to be pushed through and bureaucracy it 
had to go through, their ability to move the emergency 
paperwork was amazing.” 

Mayfair Mews residents Michael and JoClare Moody 
claimed their initial emergency funds offered by the Navy. 
The Moodys’ apartment was one of 37 undamaged by the 
crash. Geis said they will be able to move back in once the 
condemned units are torn down and the area is considered 
safe. The process could take crews until early May, he said. 

“All we want is to do is see if they can further compensate 
us until we move back in,” Michael Moody said before the 
meeting Thursday. 

Geis said that’s exactly what the Navy intends to do. 
Although the media was not allowed inside the residents’ 

meeting, Geis said the Navy will continue to cover room and 
board for those waiting to move back to Mayfair Mews. 

Residents in the 27 condemned apartments were told they 
could receive an advance on their ultimate claim against the 
government, Geis said. While those in nine of those units were 
able to recover the majority of their belongings, he said 18 
families lost almost everything. 

Before the meeting, Robin Twisdale and Ben Dishner, 
who lived in one of the destroyed units, said they didn’t know 
what to expect from the Navy. Twisdale said they haven’t had 
time to look for a new place to live. What good is a home if 
you have nothing to put in it? she wondered. 

“I just want them to hurry up so I can get on with my 
life,” she said. 

Anyone with damage from the crash has up to two years 
to file a claim, said Cmdr. Frank Hutchison, a staff judge 
advocate for Navy Region Mid-Atlantic. The Navy doesn’t 
want anyone to feel rushed, he said, but officials understand 
people need help getting started. 

“This gives them a chance to start over,” Hutchison said. 
Broadcast Clip - More Money Coming To Jet Crash 

Victims 
(WAVY NBC NORFOLK 19 APR 12) Erica Jones 
VIRGINIA BEACH, Va. - Some of the victims of the 

Navy jet crash may be able to move back into their homes 
next month. 

The Navy is shooting for May 10 tentative move-in date. 
Members of the military met with the affected residents 

from Mayfair Mews Apartments to update them on 
compensation and assistance. 

The Navy put the victims into two groups. Those who can 
move back in, and those whose apartments were destroyed. 
The Navy said 27 units are beyond repair. 

Since the April 6 crash, the Navy has been working with 
the victims to provide compensation. 

"This is a tragedy for them and we feel it is our duty and 
responsibility to take care of these people. It is our moral 
responsibility and it's our duty," NAS Oceana Captain Robert 
Gies said. 

There's another round of money coming to affected 
residents on Monday, April 23. 

Investigations into the cause of the crash are underway, a 
Navy official told WAVY.com it would be a while before an 
official report is released. 

View Clip (RT: 0:54) 
Return to Index 
 
 

CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
7. USS Simpson, Coast Guard Participate In Cape Verde Lead AMLEP Operations 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 19 APR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist Seaman Brian T. Glunt, Commander, U.S. Naval Forces 
Europe-Commander, U.S. Naval Forces Africa/Commander, U.S. 6th Fleet Public Affairs 

PRAIA, Cape Verde -- Six members comprising a team of 
Cape Verde's Coast Guard, Maritime and Judicial Police, 
joined eight members of a U.S. Coast Guard Law Enforcement 
Detachment (LEDET) and Sailors from guided-missile frigate 
USS Simpson (FFG 56), March 27 through April 18, in recent 
African Maritime Law Enforcement Partnership (AMLEP) 
operations. 

Six members comprising a team of Cape Verde's Coast 
Guard, Maritime and Judicial Police, joined eight members of 
a U.S. Coast Guard Law Enforcement Detachment (LEDET) 
AMLEP is the operational phase of Africa Partnership Station 
(APS), a program that aims to strengthen maritime 
partnerships to improve safety and security in Africa. 

"AMLEP is a program [with] the United States, African 
and European countries in a reinforced measure to help 
enhance law enforcement presence in their territorial waters," 
said U.S. Coast Guard Chief Maritime Enforcement Specialist 
Lee Conroy, LEDET team leader attached to Simpson. "The 
purpose is to protect by suppressing and intercepting 
maritime-transnational illicit violations." 

Units involved in AMLEP include maritime forces from 
Cape Verde, Spain and the U.S. In addition to USS Simpson, 
the Spanish Ocean Patrol Vessel (OPV) ESPS Vencedora (P-
79) participated in AMLEP. 

"It's been a demonstration of force," said Cape Verde 
Coast Guard Sgt. Adjunct Elisangelo Baretto. "The Sailors and 
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U.S. Coast Guardsmen on the ship have been very useful. It's 
great that, because of AMLEP, the bad guys are going to start 
thinking twice before they attempt to transit our coastal 
waters." 

Working from the counternarcotics and maritime security 
(COSMAR) Interagency Operations Center in support of 
AMLEP is one U.S. representative from the Joint Interagency 
Task Force (South), based out of Key West, Fla., along with 
three U.S. Coast Guard liaisons. 

"The Coast Guard has had a large presence in Northwest 
Africa over the past few years," said Conroy. "To be a part of 
this, we are building partnerships and ties with African 
countries." 

Cape Verde is leading this combined AMLEP operation, 
providing all operational tasks from the COSMAR. 

"This group that we have been working with is forward 
leaning and very proactive," added Conroy. "Sgt. Baretto has a 
lot of drive and a lot of enthusiasm for this mission and for 
Cape Verde's Coast Guard. I've learned a lot of positive 
leadership just from his interaction with his people." 

Two vessel boardings took place during the AMLEP 
operation, resulting in fines levied for a fisheries violation. 

"Our goal was to do as much as we could," said Baretto. 
"At the start of the mission we were thinking big. I think that 
is the right way to think, with high expectations. I hope in the 
future we can have more U.S. Navy ships involved in Cape 
Verde." 

AMLEP operations directly support APS through building 
and reinforcing international partnerships that are focused on 
providing maritime safety and security in Africa. 

Return to Index 
 

8. Columbus Visits Yokosuka During Western Pacific Deployment 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 18 APR 12) ... Lt. Lara Bollinger, Submarine Group 7 Public Affairs 

YOKOSUKA, Japan -- Los Angeles-class fast attack 
submarine USS Columbus (SSN 762) arrived at Fleet 
Activities Yokosuka April 19 for a visit as part of its 
deployment to the western Pacific. 

With a crew of approx 130, Columbus will conduct a 
multitude of missions and showcase the latest capabilities of 
the submarine fleet. While in Yokosuka, Columbus Sailors 
will participate in numerous events, including a submarine 
birthday ball that will be hosted by Commander, Submarine 
Group 7 in Tokyo. 

"We are honored to be in Japan and appreciate the warm 
welcome from our host nation," said Cmdr. Dave Youtt, 
commanding officer of Columbus. "We are always excited to 
work with our strong allies and represent the U.S. Submarine 
Force. It is a wonderful opportunity to celebrate the submarine 
force's 112th birthday with our counterparts at the submarine 
birthday ball." 

Columbus is scheduled to participate in various exercises 
in the region during the remainder of her deployment. 

"The crew has worked hard on this deployment and this 
port visit to Yokosuka affords them a much needed 
opportunity to recharge," said senior chief Herman Del Toro, 
chief of the boat. "The crew is excited to participate in the 
submarine birthday celebration and visit Tokyo." 

For many of the crew members, this is their first time 
visiting Japan. 

"I'm very excited to be able to see some of the Japanese 
culture," said electronics technician 2nd class Christopher Lee. 
"I hope to attend a baseball game while in Japan, to see just 
how exciting the games are." 

Measuring more than 360 feet long and weighing more 
than 6000 tons when submerged, Columbus is one of the most 
capable submarines in the world. This submarine supports a 
multitude of missions, including anti-submarine warfare, anti-
surface ship warfare, strike, intelligence, surveillance and 
reconnaissance. 

Columbus is homeported in Pearl Harbor, Hawaii and was 
commissioned in 1993. 

Return to Index 
 

9. USS Chicago Arrives On Guam 
(KUAM NEWS 19 APR 12) ... Nick Delgado 

GUAM - The Los Angeles Class attack submarine USS 
Chicago arrived at the Sierra Pier on Naval Base Guam this 
afternoon. That's where hundreds of family members 
anxiously waited to finally see their Sailor as they arrived at 
their new homeport station. 

It was a formal ceremony showcasing the island 
hospitality and welcoming the 150 Sailors aboard the USS 
Chicago to Guam. Families and friends each waiting to finally 
see their loved one arrive such as the submarine commanding 
officer's wife, Erin Tilbrook and daughter Riley. "Its been 
about seven and a half weeks since I saw him so we are happy 
to have him on Guam, its our second tour here, we love it 
here, we are blessed to be back and blessed to have daddy 
back home," she said. "Just happy to have my dad back," said 
Riley. 

USS Chicago commander Nick Tilbrook was first to step 
off and greeted with a floral lay. He was last stationed on 
Guam in 2005. He says the crew also took short deployments 
to the territory throughout 2009. "For maintenance or for 

liberty but now we've actually changed homeport so we are 
here on Guam to stay," he said. 

But this time the trip is a permanent change of station 
from Pearl Harbor, Hawaii. The USS Chicago will be 
maintaining three submarines forward-deployed to the island. 
It is also replacing the USS Houston which left Guam earlier 
this year. Said Tilbrook, "We provide coverage in the Western 
Pacific, rapid response increases the U.S. presence in the 
region." 

The crew also got a special visit from Chicago. "We came 
out to greet the boat here, we were with the boat in Hawaii in 
December with a number of club members celebrating the 
25th anniversary of the commissioning of the Chicago," said 
Lee Benish. He's president of the 721 Club in Chicago. The 
civilian support organization for the past 25 years has been 
doing annual visits to the USS Chicago conducting a lot of 
partnership missions, family relief groups and showing 
appreciation for the military. 
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He said, "We are very fortunate right now in this transfer 
to have partnered with United Airlines, Giordano's pizza and 
Vienna Beef in Chicago to bring Chicago to Guam to 
welcome them here as well as the wonderful Guamanian 
welcome that's been here." 

Benish says he plans on returning to Guam with more 
members in January 2013. Meantime, local boy, HM1 John 
Eustaquio, who was assigned to the USS Chicago in October 

last year, says he's happy he can work in the place he calls 
home. "I was excited, there's nothing like coming back home 
bringing my girls back to Guam for ht first time so that's the 
exciting part for me is having them come see the grandparents 
and family," he said. 

The USS Chicago's move to Guam enhances the military 
force flexibility, and allows freedom of action, regional 
engagement, crisis response and deterrence. 

Return to Index 
 

10. Plane Crash Off Florida Coast: Navy, Coast Guard Search For Pilot 
(LOS ANGELES TIMES 19 APR 12) ... Rene Lynch 

U.S. Coast Guard and Navy forces have been dispatched 
to the scene of a plane crash off the coast of Florida. So far 
there is no word about the fate of the pilot believed to have 
become incapacitated at the controls. The small aircraft circled 
aimlessly in the skies for hours over the Gulf of Mexico as 
anxious air traffic controllers watched helplessly. 

Air traffic controllers apparently tried for hours to make 
contact with the pilot, but all attempts failed, pointing to the 
likelihood that the pilot had perhaps fallen unconscious at the 
controls, or perhaps suffered a heart attack. 

FlightAware.com released the above image of the path of 
the plane, including the erratic and repetitive circular patterns 
it made over the Gulf of Mexico. 

The prospect of an unresponsive plane flying out of 
control sent up alarms: Two F-15 fighters under the direction 
of North American Aerospace Defense Command out of 159th 
Fighter Wing in New Orleans reached the aircraft at about 
9:30 a.m. local time. They also were unable to make contact 
with the pilot, according to a statement released Thursday. 

The plane, which had departed Slidell, La., for Sarasota, 
Fla., continued its erratic flight over the gulf until it crashed 
shortly after 11 a.m. local time. Based on flight plan 
information, it's possible that the plane simply ran out of fuel. 
Additional details about the pilot -- including identity -- were 
not immediately available. 

The U.S. Coast Guard said the crash took place about 120 
miles west of Tampa, in the Gulf of Mexico. The plane is 
completely submerged, no longer visible from the surface of 
the water, officials said. 

"We're saturating the scene," responding with multiple air 
and surface assets, Kevin Robb, the command duty officer for 
the 8th District command center overseeing the search effort, 
said in the statement. 

Robb also added that the Coast Guard has also requested 
assistance from good Samaritans in the area, but so far had not 
received any responses. 
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11. Fighting Heat And Food, The Marines Have Landed 
(SYDNEY MORNING HERALD 20 APR 12) ... Rory Callinan 

They will stay for years, number up to 2500, possibly 
have their own aircraft and artillery, train with the Aboriginal-
dominated Norforce unit and drop in to help in Asia-Pacific 
disaster zones alongside Australia's Diggers. 

But whatever you do, don't call the Marine Rotational 
Force in Darwin part of a U.S. base. 

“No, no again,” said Lieutenant-Colonel AnDroy Senegar 
when pressed on how much his operation looked like the 
forerunner of an official base. 

“We will build no infrastructure. We will subsist on 
Australian food. We will be part of the community. It will be a 
partnership. We will not be intrusive.” 

From his office in Robertson Barracks, a sprawling base 
in the bush about 20 kilometres east of Darwin, the 18-year 
veteran of the Marine Corps carefully tiptoed around rumours 
the troop's presence was more than “a training partnership” 
and gave insights into what it was doing in the Top End. 

“If we get down to brass tacks, the reason for us being 
here is to reinvigorate our relationship with the Australian 
Defence Force,” he said. “We have a history with Australia 
but in the recent past we have kind of got away from that - 
what with everything that is going on in the world. So we are 
here to kind of re-establish our partnership.” 

When the marines arrived in early April for the first of 
their six-month rotations, the federal Defence Minister, 

Stephen Smith, justified their presence by saying: “The world 
is moving in our direction. It is moving to the Asia-Pacific. 

“It is not just the rise of China, it is the rise of China, the 
rise of India, the rise of the ASEAN economies combined, the 
emergence of Indonesia, not just as a regional influence but as 
a global influence,” he said at a welcoming ceremony in 
Darwin. 

The decision triggered unease in China, according to 
reports in the Global Times, a state-run news organisation that 
suggested Australia should be cautious about allowing the 
U.S. to use such bases to harm China. 

But such high-level political concerns were quickly 
shrugged off by Colonel Senegar, a former Texas native. “I 
wouldn't pretend to understand, or be able to speak 
intelligently on China's policy, but I see no reason for them to 
be concerned about our commitment to stabilisation of the 
region,” he said. 

As his troops were out blasting targets and trying to avoid 
the heat during infantry training skills at the scrubby Kangaroo 
Flats training area, Colonel Senegar was emphasising their 
mission was unlikely to be combat related. 

“We are going to go out and train but what has been 
historically coming up is humanitarian assistance and disaster 
relief and those are the two missions we are going to train 
for,” he said. 
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“I don't remember the last time we did combat anywhere 
in this region, so that's not something we are really sitting 
around building plans for.” Reminded of the region's fondness 
for generating the odd, nasty little flashpoint, such as the near 
collapse of the government of East Timor in 2006 and the 
impending potentially eventful election campaign in Papua 
New Guinea, Colonel Senegar reiterated the humanitarian aid 
skills of his men but acknowledged that “historically, as 
everyone knows, we do combat very well”. 

So far, his force stands at about 250 troops, composed of 
about 190 men from the “Warchiefs” or Fox Company as well 
as support and headquarters elements. 

He said the 250-man rotation would probably remain at 
the same level for about two years but individuals in the U.S. 
Marines and the Australian army were busily working out the 
best way to accommodate a deployment of about 2500. 

“The Australian Defence Force will tell us what they can 
support,” he said. 

Meanwhile the marines' impressions of Darwin are not 
exactly what they expected. 

“They [the Marines] got an armchair tour and they get this 
vision of wild west from an American standpoint - a big open-
air area with prairie dogs and tumbleweeds rolling around, but 
that's not what the Northern Territory is,” he said. 

Colonel Senegar was cagey about how much liberty his 
men would have but he expected a high standard from them. 

“Marines don't go out places looking like a bag of do-do. 
We try to uphold our professional commitment even in the 

way we look. No matter where we go, marines are considered 
ambassadors of the United States and we embrace that,” he 
said. 

He said negotiations were under way to involve his men 
in outreach programs, including helping the indigenous 
community. 

As for the temptations of Darwin's nightlife and the lure 
of some of the city's notorious bars which have a reputation 
for a heavy drinking and violence, he said there were ways of 
keeping “marines on task”. 

He confirmed his men were under curfew but the exact 
time it started, he said was “internal information” and not for 
publication. 

So far they have already impressed some of the locals. 
A bar worker at the Palmerston Tavern, Stacey Janz, said 

a group of marines that turned up to have a drink at the hotel 
had been very low key. 

“They even had a sober Bob,” she said referring to a 
driving non-drinker who gets free soft drinks. 

But it's not likely to be plain sailing for the corps in 
Darwin. 

A local protest group, Basewatch, is planning a rally this 
month and has raised concerns about what is the legal status of 
the marines should they be involved in any crime. 

However, the marines' public affairs officer, Jeremy 
Croft, yesterday said the marines were subject to the uniform 
code of military justice and Australian law while on Australian 
soil. 
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GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
12. Signs Of An Asian Arms Buildup In India’s Missile Test 
(NEW YORK TIMES 20 APR 12) ... Heather Timmons And Jim Yardley 

NEW DELHI — India’s successful test on Thursday of a 
long-range ballistic missile capable of carrying a nuclear 
warhead is the latest escalation of an arms race in Asia, where 
the assertiveness and rising military power of China has rattled 
the region and prompted a forceful response from the Obama 
administration. 

By launching the Agni 5, a ballistic missile capable of 
reaching Beijing and Shanghai, India joined a small club of 
nations with long-range nuclear capability, including China, 
Britain, France, Russia, Israel and the United States. The 
missile was launched Thursday morning from a small island 
off India’s eastern coast, a day after the test had been 
scratched because of weather. 

Indian leaders celebrated the successful test, even as 
Pakistan and China reacted warily, amid growing international 
apprehension about the increasing militarization of Asia. 

The Obama administration, while still trying to extract 
itself from Afghanistan, is now cultivating alliances with 
Asian nations and redirecting its strategic and military focus 
toward Asia to manage China’s new military clout. 

China announced double-digit increases in military 
spending last month, and some Chinese military leaders have 
accused the United States of trying to contain China’s rise. 

Still, many Asian nations, spooked by aggressive Chinese 
claims on maritime rights and other issues, have welcomed a 
vigorous American presence in the region. 

The Philippines and the United States began joint military 
exercises on Monday, including mock beach invasions along 
coastlines facing China, as part of a strengthening military 
alliance between the two countries. A contingent of American 
Marines arrived in northern Australia two weeks ago, the first 
of 2,500 troops to be deployed there under an agreement 
signed last year. 

South Korea, which on Thursday tested a missile capable 
of striking any location in North Korea, has already moved 
close to the United States. Also on Thursday, officials from 
the United States and Bangladesh met in the capital, Dhaka, to 
discuss security issues. 

Perhaps no Asian nation has been more unnerved by 
rising Chinese power than India. 

The two countries share a growing trading relationship 
and are often aligned on global issues like trade and climate 
change. Yet many Indian strategic planners now regard China, 
rather than Pakistan, as the country’s gravest military threat. In 
recent months, India’s military has been wracked with internal 
scandals and personality clashes, yet defense officials have 
pushed ahead with a major arms-buying spree that has made 
India the world’s biggest weapons importer. 

India and China share a 2,100-mile border, which both 
countries have beefed up militarily in recent years. But the 
Agni 5 missile tested Thursday — Agni means fire in Hindi — 
would enable the Indian military, for the first time, to reach 
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China’s most important cities, Beijing and Shanghai, with a 
nuclear attack. 

“All of this, from the Chinese perspective, looks like a 
movement from balancing China to containing China,” said 
Graeme P. Herd, a security expert at the Geneva Center for 
Security Policy. He said the timing of the missile launching, as 
the Chinese government is reeling from a scandal involving a 
top leader, would heighten Chinese suspicions and also 
“increases the perception of an arms race, and the reality of an 
arms race, in East Asia, particularly between China and 
India.” 

Prime Minister Manmohan Singh of India praised the 
scientists who developed the missile and called the launching 
“another milestone in our quest to add to the credibility of our 
security and preparedness and to continuously explore the 
frontiers of science.” 

The United States, which led the criticism of North 
Korea’s missile launching last Friday, appeared to warily 
endorse the Indian missile test. “We urge all nuclear-capable 
states to exercise restraint regarding nuclear capabilities,” said 
Mark C. Toner, a State Department spokesman. “That said, 
India has a solid nonproliferation record,” he added, and noted 
that India had a “no first use” policy on nuclear weapons. 

In Beijing, Liu Weimin, a Foreign Ministry spokesman, 
played down the test and described India and China as “not 
competitors but partners,” adding that the two countries should 
“work hard to uphold friendly strategic cooperation,” 
according to news agencies. CCTV, China’s state-run 
television network, questioned the accuracy of the Agni 5’s 
guidance systems and said the missile’s 50-ton weight would 
force it to be launched from a fixed location, making it an easy 
target. 

India said the missile could be launched from a mobile 
platform, a claim that raised immediate concerns with India’s 
traditional rival, Pakistan, which is also a nuclear power. 

Mansoor Ahmed, a defense analyst based in Islamabad, 
said that the missile added to India’s growing second-strike 
capabilities, particularly if India can construct a naval version 
of the Agni 5 to deploy on its nuclear-powered submarines. A 
sub-based missile “can be deployed beyond the reach of a 
Pakistani first strike, thus ensuring survivability of its nuclear 
force,” he said. 

Although that advance would alter the strategic balance in 
South Asia, Mr. Ahmed called Thursday’s test “China-centric” 
and said it was unlikely to have an immediate effect on 
Pakistan-India relations. 

Pakistani Foreign Ministry officials said they had been 
notified in advance of the test by India, and made no further 
comments. 

India’s military abilities, strategic and conventional, still 
lag far behind China’s, whose missiles can hit targets 6,200 
miles away. 

The 51-foot-long Agni 5 reached an altitude of about 430 
miles in the test, the Indian government said, and has a range 
of 3,100 miles. By United States measures, that distance 
technically makes it an intermediate missile, short of the 
3,400-mile minimum that defines intercontinental ballistic 
missiles, though such quibbling means little if China is the 
aim. 

“Agni 5 will give India complete coverage of targets in 
China,” Poornima Subramaniam, an Asia-Pacific armed forces 
analyst at IHS Jane’s Defense, said in an e-mail. “Agni 5 
technologically narrows the missile gap between India and 
China, while the strategic balance between the two rivals is 
still tipped in China’s favor.” 

India fired its first satellite into orbit in 1980, and began 
its missile development program in 1983. It tested the Agni 4, 
with a range of 2,200 miles, in November. The Agni 5 simply 
added a third stage, the new engine giving the missile greater 
kick. 

Analysts say that given India’s skills in launching heavy 
satellites and planetary probes, it could easily field a missile 
powerful enough to send warheads over intercontinental 
ranges. 

Despite India’s insistence that the missile exists for 
deterrence only, its range raises questions about the country’s 
aims and risks escalating the regional arms race. 

“Everyone forgets about U.N. Security Council 
Resolution 1172, which calls upon India and Pakistan to cease 
development of ballistic missiles capable of delivering nuclear 
weapons,” Paul K. Kerr, a nonproliferation expert with the 
Congressional Research Service, said in an interview. 

He said that when China, India and Pakistan fire missiles, 
it “has potential ripple effects, and there’s no arms control 
among the three.” 

There was also opposition in India, where some 
questioned the wisdom of an expensive missile program while 
hundreds of millions of the country’s citizens live in dire 
poverty. 

“It is ridiculous,” said Praful Bidwai, a researcher and 
columnist associated with the Coalition of Nuclear 
Disarmament and Peace. “We are getting into a useless arms 
race at the expense of fulfilling the need of poor people.” 

But the criticism was muted compared with the near-
universal condemnation of North Korea, which launched a 
rocket last week that fell apart moments after takeoff. “India’s 
record stands in stark contrast to that of North Korea,” the 
White House spokesman, Jay Carney, insisted, noting that the 
Security Council had sanctioned North Korea over its nuclear 
weapons program. 

That contrast served India well on Thursday. 
“We have achieved exactly what we wanted to achieve in 

this mission,” Avinash Chandra, mission director for the test, 
told the Times Now news channel. 
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13. China Assists North Korean Missiles 
(REUTERS 19 APR 12) ... Walter Brandimarte, Louise Egan and Missy Ryan 

WASHINGTON -- China has provided some assistance to 
North Korea’s missile program, U.S. Defense Secretary Leon 
Panetta said on Thursday, a week after the hermit state’s failed 
missile launch triggered broad international condemnation. 

“I’m sure there’s been some help coming from China. I 
don’t know, you know, the exact extent of that,” Panetta told 
members of the House Armed Services Committee when 
asked whether China had been supporting North Korea’s 
missile program through “trade and technology exchanges.” 
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North Korea’s powerful Asian neighbor is Pyongyang’s 
only major ally, with military and economic ties that date back 
to the communist origins of the two nations. 

On Wednesday, Pyongyang said it was ready to retaliate 
in the face of widespread condemnation of the failed launch, 
increasing the likelihood the isolated state will go ahead with a 
third nuclear test. 

After last week’s launch, which the United States said 
was a disguised long-range missile test but which Pyongyang 
insists was meant to put a satellite into orbit, the Obama 
administration said it had suspended a food aid deal. 

China, Pyongyang’s main economic and diplomatic 
backer, has called for “dialogue and communication” as 
tensions with North Korea mount. On Thursday, South Korea 
said it had added a cruise missile to its arsenal that could hit 
anywhere in the North. 

In Thursday’s hearing, Republican Rep. Michael Turner 
pressed Panetta about a transporter launcher system - 

essentially a large truck on top of which a missile is mounted - 
that North Korea showcased during a military parade on 
Sunday, which he said appeared to be made in China. 

Panetta declined to give additional details about any 
Chinese support for North Korea’s missile capabilities in a 
public setting due to “the sensitivity of that information.” 

“But clearly there’s been assistance along those lines,” the 
Defense Secretary said. 

Panetta said there was “no question” North Korea’s 
efforts to develop long-range missile and nuclear weapon 
capability were a threat to the United States. “For that reason 
we take North Korea and their provocative actions very 
seriously,” he said. 

“And China ought to be urging them to engage in those 
kinds of ... diplomatic negotiations. We thought we were 
making some progress and suddenly we’re back at 
provocation,” he added. 
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14. Iran Outlines No-Go Zones For U.S. Warships 
(THE HILL 19 APR 12) ... Carlo Munoz 

Tehran announced a number of areas in the Persian Gulf 
would be off limits to U.S. warships in the region, and would 
treat any incursion into those waters as threat to Iran. 

"We have warned them (foreign naval forces) before that 
some areas in the Persian Gulf are considered by us as zones 
of threat and they should not stop in those areas," Major 
General Ataollah Salehi, commander of the Iranian Army, told 
the state-run Fars News Agency Wednesday. 

Salehi's comments were in response to the recent 
deployments of two Navy aircraft carriers, the USS Enterprise 
and Abraham Lincoln, to the Persian Gulf. 

Those ships were sent to the Gulf to support ongoing 
operations in Afghanistan and to participate in counter-piracy 
missions off the African coast, according to the Navy. 

The deployments come at a time when the United States 
and its allies are attempting to coax Iran back to the 
negotiating table over its burgeoning nuclear program. 

When asked if the American carriers had breached these 
so-called "red zones," Salehi replied Navy leaders "have paid 
attention to the warning and are respecting it." 

The carrier deployments are the first since tensions 
between Washington and Tehran hit a boiling point in January 
over Navy operations in the Straits of Hormuz. 

Tehran set off a seemingly dangerous game of one-
upmanship with the United States and its allies when it 
threatened to take control of the key waterway bordering 
Iranian coastline. 

The Straits are a vital transit point for commercial and 
military vessels looking to enter the Persian Gulf. 

Weeks of diplomatic saber-rattling between the two 
countries eventually forced Iran to back off, but not before it 
banned U.S. Navy warships from entering the Straits. 

However, the Pentagon has sent four carrier strike groups 
into the Gulf via the Straits of Hormuz since then, including 
the most recent deployments of the Enterprise and Abraham 
Lincoln this month. 
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15. Iran: Dispute Over Islands Grows 
(NEW YORK TIMES 20 APR 12) ... Rick Gladstone 

Iran’s military escalated tensions with the United Arab 
Emirates on Thursday, warning the country’s leaders to cease 
their claims of sovereignty over Abu Musa and two other 
contested islands at the strategically important mouth of the 
Persian Gulf. 

The warning, from Gen. Ahmad Reza Pourdastan, Iran’s 
army commander, was the first time he had commented on the 
dispute since it was resurrected this week when President 
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad paid a surprise visit to Abu Musa and 
said Iran wanted to make it and the two neighboring islands 
into a tourist attraction. 

The United Arab Emirates denounced the visit, calling it 
provocative. 

The Mehr News Agency quoted General Pourdastan, 
above, as saying that “Iran has had sovereignty over these 
islands since old times and the Islamic republic will defend 
this right with full force.” 

Abu Musa is the largest of the three islands, which sit in 
the Strait of Hormuz, the narrow passageway that is 
considered a vital shipping lane for oil tankers. 
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16. Pentagon: We'll Be Ready If Needed For Syria 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 19 APR 12) ... Donna Cassata 

WASHINGTON — The U.S. military is working on 
additional ways to try to halt the unending violence in Syria, 
but diplomacy remains the foremost option, Pentagon leaders 
told Congress on Thursday. 

Defense Secretary Leon Panetta and Army Gen. Martin 
Dempsey, the chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, outlined 
the steps the United States is taking to pressure the regime of 
President Bashar Assad, including sanctions, direct non-lethal 
support to the opposition such as communications equipment 
and emergency humanitarian assistance of $25 million. But 
the two made clear that unilateral military action is far from a 
solution. 

"There is no silver bullet," Panetta told the House Armed 
Services Committee. "At the same time, the situation is of 
grave consequence to the Syrian people." 

In a bipartisan response, both the chairman of the 
committee and the top Democrat cautioned against the Obama 
administration opting for military force to stop 13 months of 
bloodshed and violence that has devastated cities such as 
Homs, left thousands dead and tens of thousands displaced. 

"I am not recommending U.S. military intervention, 
particularly in light of our grave budget situation, unless the 
national security threat was clear and present," said Rep. 
Howard "Buck" McKeon, R-Calif., the committee's chairman. 
"Nevertheless, these reflections lead me to wonder what the 
United States can do to stem the violence and hasten President 
Assad from power." 

Rep. Adam Smith of Washington State, the panel's 
ranking Democrat, said the United States should support the 

Syrian people "but we must be extremely cautious as we 
discuss the potential for the use of military force." 

Their comments highlighted the split in Congress on 
military action. Sen. John McCain of Arizona, the top 
Republican on the Senate Armed Services Committee and 
President Barack Obama's 2008 presidential rival, has been 
outspoken in calling for military airstrikes against Syria. He 
has complained that Obama has taken too soft a stand against 
Assad and his brutal crackdown on his own people. 

Panetta and Dempsey were updating the committee on 
security in Syria. Dempsey said in that so far, the military's 
role has been in sharing information with regional partners. 
But Dempsey also said the military will be ready if other 
options are needed. 

"Should we be called, our responsibility is clear — 
provide the secretary of the Defense and the president with 
options," Dempsey said. "This is what the nation expects of 
us." 

The Pentagon leaders' testimony came as representatives 
from Arab countries including Saudi Arabia, U.N. Security 
Council member Morocco and Qatar, plus Western powers 
such as the U.S., Britain and Germany gathered in Paris to 
discuss ways of helping special envoy Kofi Annan's peace 
plan to end the violence in Syria. Secretary of State Hillary 
Rodham Clinton was participating in the session. 

Panetta insisted that Assad's days are numbered despite 
his formidable hold on power. The former CIA director said 
U.S. intelligence has concluded that the regime faces a broad-
based insurgency that is striking back. 

Assad "will be taken down," Panetta said. . 
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PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
17. Navy Moves To Oust 2 Haditha Marines 
Camp Pendleton sergeants were granted immunity to testify 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 19 APR 12) ... Gretel C. Kovach 

Two Camp Pendleton Marines from a squad implicated in 
the killings of two dozen civilians in Haditha, Iraq in 2005 
who were granted immunity from prosecution could be kicked 
out of the Corps now that the criminal case is concluded. 

The Navy Department directed the Commandant of the 
Marine Corps to initiate administrative separation proceedings 
against the Marines because of false statements they made to 
investigators after the slayings, said Lt. Cmdr. Tamara 
Lawrence, a spokeswoman for the Navy Department. 

Sgt. Sanick P. Dela Cruz and Sgt. Humberto M. Mendoza 
will have a chance to state their case about why they should be 
allowed to remain Marines, she said. 

They could not be immediately reached for comment. 
“We hold our members to the highest standards of 

conduct. When they lie, they are held accountable. But there is 
still a process here. No final decision has been made,” 
Lawrence told U-T San Diego. 

A Pentagon official familiar with the process said the two 
Marines will be able to submit their "matters," or opinions 

about the potential discharge, but they will not have a hearing 
before an administrative separation board. 

"The Navy Secretary has the plenary authority to separate 
an individual in the best interest of the service," the official 
said. "It's not a recommendation being made. ... This is the 
Secretary saying this is my decision." 

Dela Cruz and Mendoza were assigned to Camp 
Pendleton's 3rd Battalion, 1st Marine Regiment at the time of 
the incident. 

Eight Marines from the battalion were implicated in the 
killings or a failure to properly investigate them. All were 
cleared of criminal wrongdoing except the former squad 
leader, Frank Wuterich. He pleaded guilty in January, halfway 
through his court-martial, to negligent dereliction of duty. 

At the time, he was facing nine counts of voluntary 
manslaughter and additional charges for assault with a 
dangerous weapon and dereliction of duty. 

During the court-martial, Dela Cruz admitted during 
testimony that he had urinated on the skull of a man he and 
Wuterich shot dead by the roadside. Dela Cruz said he thought 
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the men who drove up to the scene of the roadside bombing 
had attacked them. They were found to be unarmed. 

Mendoza shot through the door of a home and killed the 
man standing behind it. But he was immunized against murder 
charges so he could testify. 

Dela Cruz and Mendoza both said during testimony that 
they lied to investigators to protect the squad. 

A senior Marine official said he has mixed feelings about 
the potential dismissal: "On the one hand, they did atrocious 
things. On the other, they were granted immunity." 

The Navy Secretary's move to discharge the two Marines 
is not because of their involvement in the events in Haditha, 
Lawrence stressed. "What they’re being separated for was 
making those false statements to NCIS investigators and the 
military officers who were doing the command investigations. 

"When you look at the Department of the Navy’s core 
values, and what is expected, their conduct was inconsistent 

with those values. All Marines all Sailors are expected to be 
truthful, to be forthright," she said. 

Wuterich served no jail time for the incident and was 
allowed to leave the service in February with a general 
discharge under honorable conditions. 

On Nov. 19, 2005, when a roadside bomb attack on his 
convoy killed one Marine and injured two others, Wuterich 
ordered his men to “shoot first, ask questions later” as they 
searched nearby homes. 

Among the dead were several women, toddlers and a 76-
year-old man in a wheelchair. 

Years later, outrage over the Haditha incident and 
unraveling prosecutions in the case lingered. The fallout 
included a refusal by Iraqi officials to grant legal immunity to 
American forces and the collapse of negotiations over a long-
term U.S. military presence in Iraq after last year’s pullout. 
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18. Navy's Top Enlisted Chief: More 'Heads Up' For Sailors Being Separated 
(STARS AND STRIPES 19 APR 12) ... Erik Slavin 

YOKOSUKA NAVAL BASE, Japan — The Navy wants 
to give Sailors being involuntary separated from the service 
earlier notification of their impending exits, the service’s top 
enlisted Sailor said Thursday. 

Master Chief Petty Officer of the Navy Rick West made 
the comments at an all-hands gathering at Yokosuka after 
Sailors said that earlier notice would give them more time to 
plan for the civilian world. 

Record re-enlistments and a slowdown in retirements 
have forced the Navy to cut Sailors, some of whom were six 
years from earning their retirement pensions. Several thousand 
Sailors have been separated from the Navy in recent years 
under the Perform to Serve program, which evaluates enlisted 
Sailors under the rank of E-6 with between six and 14 years’ 
service prior to each re-enlistment. 

“When I came into the Navy, we had 40 percent first-term 
retention,” West told Sailors. “Now we have almost double 
that.” 

The service’s personnel command is exploring ways that 
it can more quickly predict who will be separated, West told 
Stars and Stripes. Currently, Sailors are supposed to get as 

many as six “looks” before they get a definitive answer on 
whether they will keep their jobs. 

Petty Officer 1st Class Robert Marshall, who asked West 
a question about the possibility of earlier notification, later 
told Stars and Stripes that he thought the Perform to Serve 
process should begin at least 18 months prior to enlistment. 

For those being separated, six months isn’t enough time to 
find new employment, plan out a move and find family 
medical services, Marshall said. 

It’s also less likely that continuing Sailors would have 
much choice on their next duty station in that time frame, he 
said. 

“It’s a tremendous amount of stress for servicemembers 
and families,” Marshall said. 

West also told stories from his 32 years in the Navy and 
thanked Sailors for their service during what was most likely 
his final stop in Yokosuka in uniform. 

West, originally of Rising Fawn, Ga., is scheduled to 
retire this year. The process to name his successor is ongoing, 
he said. 

Return to Index 
 

19. Navy Pro: Advanced Education Accelerates Chief's Success 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 19 APR 12) ... Ed Barker, Naval Education and Training Command Public Affairs 

SAN DIEGO -- The Information Assurance Manager 
(IAM) for Mine Countermeasures Squadron (MCMRON) 3 is 
using the Advanced Education Voucher (AEV) program to 
accelerate her education and is putting her degree to work on a 
daily basis. 

Chief Information Systems Technician (AW) Anna Marie 
Douglas, command IAM for MCMRON 3 in San Diego, 
recently completed her bachelor's degree and is now working 
toward her master's degree using the AEV program. 

"Using the AEV program is one of the best decisions that 
I ever made," said Douglas. "By obtaining a degree I believe I 
am leading from the front - for my Sailors, husband, and 
children. I am making a difference in my life and for the 
United States Navy. My bachelor's degree is in Human 
Services Management and my master's degree will be in 

human services with an emphasis in executive leadership. 
Both degrees have afforded me the opportunity to fill my 
toolbox, work better with my Sailors, and create a work 
environment that inspires others." 

The Chief of Naval Personnel announced funding for the 
FY-12 Advanced Education Voucher (AEV) program March 8 
in Naval Administrative Message (NAVADMIN) 076/12, 
providing advanced education opportunities for top 
performing chief, senior chief and master chief petty officers. 
The AEV program provides financial assistance to complete 
post-secondary, Navy-relevant degrees through off-duty 
education. 

"Chief Douglas is a perfect example of what advanced 
education can bring to the table," said Capt. David Chase, 
commodore of COMCMRON 3. "Not only is she a great 
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example to her Sailors by pursuing off-duty education, but the 
theories she learned through her Human Services Management 
program are put into practice every day in her application of 
critical thinking and motivating factors." 

Senior Chief Electronics Technician (SW/AW) Jason 
Szot, enlisted education program coordinator at the Naval 
Education and Training Command (NETC), believes the AEV 
program to be one of the most significant in the military, as 
the Navy invests in the future of enlisted leadership. 

"For senior enlisted members interested in advanced 
education, the AEV program is an outstanding way to get 
there," said Szot. "AEV offers the opportunity to get a degree 
from a major university without having to worry about 
finances or Tuition Assistance (TA) restrictions, as it pays for 
100 percent of tuition, books and fees up to a specified limit." 

The AEV program will fund bachelor's and master's 
degree completion in designated, Navy-relevant areas of 
study. Examples include: strategic foreign languages, 
construction management, emergency and disaster 
management, homeland defense and security, human 
resources, business administration, leadership and 
management, engineering, information technology, nursing, 
business administration, education and training management, 
and electrical /electronic technology. All degrees, including 
any not listed above must be approved by the AEV program 
coordinator at NETC to validate Navy relevance. 

For the command master chief of MCMRON 3, William 
Steele, the value of advanced education is demonstrated every 
day by Douglas' empowering her Sailors to reach their 
potential and face challenges in a positive manner. 

"Higher education is one of the best ways we can improve 
ourselves and also one that can help us achieve our 
professional goals," said Steele. "Critical thinking leads us to 
thinking 'out of the box' and advanced education can make a 
real difference in ensuring success even in very difficult 
situations." 

The AEV program will support bachelor's degree 
completion in approved, Navy-relevant areas of study through 
off-duty education, capped at $6,700 per year for a maximum 
of 36 months from the date of enrollment and covers 100 
percent of tuition, books, and related fees. Total program cost 
per student is limited to $20,000. Qualified candidates must 
have an associate degree from an accredited institution or the 
equivalent amount of college credit applicable to the degree 
being sought. 

The AEV master's degree program covers 100 percent of 
tuition, books, and related fees up to a maximum of $20,000 

per year for up to 24 months of enrollment, with the total 
program cost per individual capped at $40,000. Qualified 
candidates must hold a bachelor's degree from an accredited 
institution recognized by the Department of Education. For 
FY-12, Navy-relevant master's degrees are required. 

The Master Chief Petty Officer of the Navy will convene 
the AEV Program selection board in June 2012 and program 
selectees will be expected to enroll in studies in the summer or 
fall 2012 terms. 

Deadline for applying for FY12 programs is May 25, 
2012. Applications should be sent to Naval Education and 
Training Command (N523), 250 Dallas Street, Pensacola, FL, 
32508-5220. See NAVADMIN 076/12 for specific 
requirements and application guidelines. Packages must be 
endorsed by the applicant's commanding officer and command 
master chief. 

For more information about the program, call Senior 
Chief Electronics Technician (SW/AW) Jason Szot, AEV and 
enlisted learning and development coordinator (NETC N523) 
at (850) 452-7268 (DSN 922) or email at 
jason.szot@navy.mil. 

The AEV program is a supporting element of the Enlisted 
Learning and Development Strategy, which includes post-
secondary education as an integral part of the career roadmap 
for each rating career track. 

"Although working and off-duty education at the same 
time is a challenge, online courses allow you to set your own 
schedule," added Douglas. "My education has been more than 
worth the investment of time and discipline - in fact, I plan to 
eventually get my doctorate degree and teach after I retire 
from the Navy." 

Additional information about the AEV program may be 
viewed on the Navy Knowledge Online (NKO) Web site 
www.nko.navy.mil. After logging on, click the 'Learning' tab, 
then go to the quick link for AEV located on the left hand side 
of the page. 

AEV is one of many opportunities for personal and 
professional growth available to Sailors to earn certificates, 
licenses and degrees making them invaluable assets to the 
Navy. Those programs are important parts of the 21st Century 
Sailor and Marine initiative which consolidates a set of 
objectives and policies, new and existing, to maximize Sailor 
and Marine personal readiness, build resiliency and hone the 
most combat-effective force in the history of the Department 
of the Navy. 
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20. NCTC Employee Wins Adm. Vern Clark Safety Award 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 19 APR 12) ... Chief Builder Daniel J. Lynch, Naval Construction Center Port Hueneme Public Affairs 

NATIONAL HARBOR, Md. -- The Naval Construction 
Training Center (NCTC) Port Hueneme, Calif. continued its 
tradition of safety awards for Fiscal Year 2011, with the 
capture of the Adm. Vern Clark Individual Safety Award, 
presented during the 2012 Sea Air Space Exposition April 16. 

The award was presented by the Secretary of the Navy 
and recognizes one Navy activity or individual each year for 
their innovative actions, examples or suggestions have 
reduced fatalities and/or mishaps among Sailors, Marines or 
civilians within the Department of the Navy. This year's 

individual winner was the NCTC Safety Manager, Steven 
George. 

"The focus placed on safety awareness by Mr. George and 
other award recipients is evident in the impressive training 
achievements, including zero class 'A', class 'B' or civilian 
mishaps in over five years and zero motorcycle mishaps at 
Naval Construction Training Center, Port Hueneme," sid 
Secretary of the Navy Ray Mabus. "We recently announced 
the 21st Century Sailor and Marine initiative to ensure we 
have the most prepared force in our history and safety is an 
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important part of that effort. I congratulate all the winners of 
the safety awards and thank them for their dedication." 

For George, a retired senior chief who has worked for 
NCTC since his retirement from active duty in 2002, his 
passion for safety was the determining factor for the selection 
of this year's Adm. Vern Clark Safety Award. 

"Our safety programs only work because everyone, staff 
and students, are making the right safety decisions on-and-off 
duty," said George. "I love to be on the deck plates and 
covering safety programs during "A" school and command 
indoctrination. The real winners of this award are the NCTC 
Team." 

Safety excellence is a tradition for this organization 
charged with training Seabees to operate in remote locations 
all over the world. In 2009, NCTC was awarded the 
command-level Adm. Vern Clark Safety Award. 

"Since he first started with NCTC, Mr. George has 
established and fostered an aggressive safety training program 
and culture that promotes not only occupational safety and 
health awareness, but incorporates recreational off duty safety 
as well," said NCTC Executive Officer Lt. Cmdr. Chad 
Koster. "His safety programs instill sound principles and 
behaviors in our staff and students alike. Over the last three 
years, our total lost time due to safety infractions has 
continually declined." 
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21. SWOS Lose Out To Aviators In Command Shake-Up 
(NAVY TIMES 23 APR 12) ... Sam Fellman 

The Navy has shaken up who gets command in the gator 
fleet — again — with surface warfare officers losing exclusive 
claim to nine new amphibious transport docks while gaining 
back four aging amphibs. 

Aviator captains will take charge of four amphibious 
transport docks, while the other five ships in the class will 
alternate between aviator and SWO O-6s (up from O-5s) — 
the same model as on Wasp-class amphibious assault ships. 
Meanwhile, SWOs will regain command on four Whidbey 
Island-class dock landing ships. 

Black shoes, as SWOs are known, appear to have lost out 
in this shake-up, which was approved last July by then-Chief 
of Naval Operations Adm. Gary Roughead; details of the plan 
were confirmed in April by Naval Surface Forces. 

Amphibious command billets have seen a back-and-forth 
in recent years as officials try to balance retaining officers 
with amphibious expertise and training future aircraft carrier 
commanders. As recently as December 2010, four dock 
landing ships had been reassigned as “deep draft” commands, 
where nuclear-trained aviators experience ship command 
before taking charge of one of the Navy’s 11 carriers. 

Under the new setup, command opportunities shrink 
considerably for SWOs — alternating command of five LPDs, 
instead of sole command on all nine — and the trade-off is 
lopsided: Whidbey Island-class dock landing ships are 
maintenance challenges nearing the end of their service lives. 

“It is obviously more attractive to have a far newer ship 
with new and more advanced capabilities — and fewer 
headaches — than to have an older ship with more problems,” 
said retired Capt. Jan van Tol, a former CO of the amphibious 
assault ship Essex, who cautioned these changes could have a 
“demotivating” effect on amphibious officers who aspired to 
command a state-of-the-art amphib. 

Furthermore, the shake-up comes in the wake of 
recriminations over the 2009 death of a sailor aboard the 
amphibious transport dock San Antonio. The ship’s then-CO, 
Cmdr. Eric Cash, was disciplined for the death of Engineman 
1st Class (SW) Theophilus Ansong, who drowned Feb. 4, 
2009, after the 11-meter boat he was in capsized. 

The second-in-command at the time, then-Lt. Cmdr. Sean 
Kearns, was exonerated in Ansong’s death at a court-martial 
in late 2010. Even so, Adm. John Harvey, head of Fleet Forces 
Command, issued a March 21, 2011, message to fleet officers, 
reiterating the responsibilities of command, which cited a 
report from the San Antonio accident. 

The decision to elevate the CO job aboard San Antonio-
class ships from O-5 to O-6 was not related to this mishap, 
officials say, explaining that more experienced officers are 
better able to handle the complexities of the San Antonio 
class. 

“Placing our more experienced, post-command captains at 
the helm of these complex weapons systems better positions 
us to leverage the enhanced war-fighting capability the San 
Antonio class brings to the fleet,” said Lt. Jan Shultis, 
spokeswoman for Naval Surface Forces. 

Aviator commanders are a significant presence in the 
Gator Navy. They command three Austin-class LPDs and 
alternate command on two Tarawa-class LHAs and all eight 
Wasp-class LHDs. 

Who Gets Gator Command 

 Nuclear-qualified O-6 aviator as preparation to be an 
aircraft carrier CO: Deep draft ships — the San 
Antonio-class amphibious transport docks New 
Orleans, Mesa Verde, Anchorage and Arlington. 

 Alternating command between SWO and aviator O-
6s, with XO fleeting up to be CO: San Antonio-class 
LPDs San Antonio, New York, San Diego, and 
Somerset; all eight Wasp-class amphibious assault 
ships; and both Tarawa-class LHAs. San Antonio-
class LPD Green Bay, currently a deep-draft 
command, will later shift to this model. 

 Aviator O-6: Austin-class amphibious transport dock 
Denver. 

 SWO O-5s: Whidbey Island-class dock landing ships 
Whidbey Island, Germantown, Fort McHenry, 
Gunston Hall, Comstock, Tortuga, Rushmore and 
Ashland; and Harpers Ferry-class LSDs Harpers 
Ferry, Carter Hall, Oak Hill and Pearl Harbor. 
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22. Foreclosure Victims Get Big Cash 
Hefty Payments to Reach Military Foreclosure Victims 
(MILITARY UPDATE 19 APR 12) ... Tom Philpott 

So far, several hundred military members who lost homes 
to illegal foreclosure actions by big banks and mortgage 
servicers have received settlements of $116,785 apiece for 
economic loss and emotional distress. They also have been 
paid any equity lost plus interest. 

The number of hefty payments to military members and 
recently-separated veterans likely will swell to several 
thousand, predicts Thomas E. Perez, assistant attorney general 
for civil rights in the Department of Justice. 

Since last May, Perez and his division of attorneys have 
reached eight separate settlements involving groups of military 
borrowers and banks that violated protections in the 
Servicemembers' Civil Relief Act (SCRA). 

The first two involved home foreclosures conducted 
without court orders by BAC Home Loans Servicing LP 
(formerly Countrywide Home Loans Servicing), a subsidiary 
of Bank of America, and by Saxon Mortgage Services Inc., a 
subsidiary of Morgan Stanley. 

Those settlements "were critically important because they 
were the template for all of the subsequent agreements we 
reached with other servicers," Perez said in a phone interview 
Wednesday. 

Agreements to compensate more military victims of 
illegal foreclosures were finalized April 4 with JP Morgan, 
Wells Fargo, Citigroup and Ally Financial. The settlements 
are not seen as proof of intentional efforts by banks to prey on 
vulnerable military families, said Perez. Rather, they reflect "a 
chronic ignorance and inattention to legal obligations 
pertaining to service members" by the biggest players in the 
mortgage service industry. 

That ignorance has ended thanks to enforcement actions 
by the DoJ in cooperation with attorneys general in 49 states 
and the District of Columbia. 

"I am very proud of the work we did in all of these cases 
because I think we've really raised awareness and, frankly, we 
have been able to change the industry practice. Every 
[mortgage] servicer is now clearly on notice of their 
obligations under the SCRA," Perez said. 

"To put a human face on this," he added, "we had a 
number of cases of service members who had been deployed 
overseas [and] injured in battle and, to add insult to injury, 
their homes were being illegally foreclosed on. When service 
members are protecting our nation, they need to know that we 
have their back, and that's really what these cases have been 
about." 

Since collapse of the real estate market, which began by 
2006, tens of thousands of military members lost homes to 
foreclosure. Only a fraction of these members, however, had 
their rights under the SCRA violated and thus have suffered 
illegal foreclosures to qualify for compensation. 

The most common illegal practice was to foreclosure on 
homeowners without a valid court order, which the SCRA 
requires for mortgage debt acquired before a service member 
came on active duty. This occurred most often in states like 
California that otherwise don't require servicers to go to court 
before foreclosing on homes. 

"When you're doing a volume business, [as is] occurring 
right now in foreclosure, the due diligence was not being done 

to ensure that this person wasn't a service member protected 
under the SCRA," Perez said. 

In other cases, when a court order requirement was 
recognized but homeowners failed to appear, servicers filed 
affidavits regarding active duty status that were inaccurate. So 
the court orders had been obtained under false pretenses. In 
such cases, SCRA protection is violated even if the debt had 
been acquired after a service member entered active service. 

Also, the SCRA requires that interest rates on certain 
debts incurred before entering active duty be reduced to six 
percent. In many instances, banks had ignored this. The largest 
banks now have agreed to refund with interest any amounts 
charged in access of six percent, and also to pay triple the 
amount refunded, or $500, whichever is larger. 

The banks involved also agreed to strengthen foreclosure 
protection beyond what the SCRA requires. For example, the 
prohibition against foreclosure without a court order is being 
extended to anyone serving in an imminent danger zone, no 
matter when they got their loan. 

"If you got your mortgage while on active duty, and 
you're serving in Afghanistan, they can't foreclose on you 
without a court order, even though the SCRA would allow 
them to do that," explained Eric Halperin, special counsel for 
fair lending in DOJ's civil rights division. 

The servicers also will provide short sale agreements to 
military folks who currently are ineligible for the military's 
Housing Assistance Program if they were forced to sell homes 
below what they owed on mortgage as a result of permanent 
change of station orders. This benefit applies to service 
members who bought homes between July 1, 2006, and 
December 31, 2008, or received PCS orders after October 1, 
2010. 

The settlement deals, Perez said, have "already helped 
hundreds. I suspect by the end of our thorough review…we 
will probably end up helping thousands of service members. 
And what's important to understand is that there is no cap" on 
total dollars paid. "If you're the thousandth person who gets 
helped, you will still get $116,785 plus any lost equity with 
interest." 

Service members who believe SCRA rights were violated 
through foreclosure are invited to contact the Department of 
Justice by calling 800-896-7743. But they don't have to, Perez 
said. The agreements require that mortgage servicer records 
with names of foreclosed homeowners be cross-referenced 
with personnel lists kept by the Defense Manpower Data 
Center. 

"That will provide us with the universe of potential 
service members who were foreclosed while on active duty," 
Halperin explained. "From that group, we will determine who 
had their SCRA rights violated." 

A team of DoJ lawyers and paralegals are overseeing the 
process. Independent consultants are being hired, at the banks' 
expense, to assist in gathering and reviewing foreclosure 
information. DoJ must approve the methodology used and 
then will decide who are the victims. 

"The process will take time but we will work as quickly 
as we can," Halperin said. Military people with questions can 
call the toll free number or consult armed forces legal 
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assistance offices. Local contact information for offices is available online at: http://legalassistance.law.af.mil. 
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23. Reserve Sailor Of The Year Announced 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 20 APR 12) ... Jim Vorndran, Commander, Navy Reserve Forces Command Public Affairs 

ARLINGTON, Va. -- The chief of Navy Reserve (CNR) 
announced his selection of the Navy Reserve Sailor of the year 
(SOY) during a ceremony at the Fort Meyer Officers' Club, 
April 18. 

Vice Adm. Dirk J. Debbink announced Master-at-Arms 
1st Class (SCW/FMF) Doug Newman of Navy Reserve Naval 
Security Forces, Navy Base Kitsap, as this year's selectee. 
Newman was a finalist after being selected as the SOY for 
Navy Region Northwest Reserve Component Command. 

Newman received a Navy and Marine Corps 
Commendation Medal at the ceremony and will be 
meritoriously advanced to chief petty officer in May. Joining 
Newman as a SOY finalist were Master-at-Arms 1st Class 
Patty A. Blackwell, assigned to Navy Reserve Naval Security 
Forces at Navy Operational Support Center Greenville, S.C.; 
Construction Mechanic 1st Class (SCW) John E. Thompson, 
assigned to Navy Reserve Naval Mobile Construction 
Battalion 26; Yeoman 1st Class (AW) J. Antonio Ramirez, 
assigned to Commander Submarine Group 9 Force Protection 
Det. 2; and Electronics Technician 1st Class (NAC) R. 
Edward Johnson, assigned to Space and Naval Warfare 
Systems Command 119. Each of the candidates received a 

Navy Marine Corps Commendation Medal from the CNR 
during the ceremony. 

"All five of the Sailors here today are truly heroes," 
Debbink said prior to announcing the SOY selection. 

Addressing the five finalists Debbink said, "The real 
winners are all of us who get to serve with you." 

Newman, from Gig Harbor, Wash., said he was grateful 
to his shipmates at NOSC Kitsap. "The Sailors I work with got 
me here. My unit members and the full-time support staff  do 
so much for our success," Newman said. "I wish they had 
SOY for 60 of my master-at-arms shipmates-they all deserve 
it." 

Newman has been a police officer for 14 years and is a 
sergeant with the Port of Seattle Police Department, assigned 
to the patrol division as the gang unit supervisor. His civilian 
experience enables him to bring years of knowledge and 
training to his work as a Reserve master-at-arms. 

In 1972, then-Chief of Naval Operations Adm. Elmo 
Zumwalt and Master Chief Petty Officer of the Navy Jack 
Whittet initiated the SOY program to recognize outstanding 
Atlantic and Pacific Fleet Sailors; the program was later 
expanded to honor the top shore and Reserve Force Sailors of 
the year. 
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24. U.S. Expands Inquiry Of Suspected Misconduct By Agents In Colombia 
... NEW YORK TIMES 20 APR 12 Michael S. Schmidt and William Neuman 

WASHINGTON — The Secret Service’s investigation 
into alleged misconduct with prostitutes by agency personnel 
in advance of President Obama’s trip to Colombia last week 
has been expanded to determine if the misconduct was 
confined to the 11 employees who were first tied to the 
scandal, according to a senior American official. 

“We have no reason to believe anything else happened, 
but we want to have a complete and thorough investigation to 
ensure this didn’t go any further,” said the senior official, who 
has been briefed on the inquiry and spoke on the condition of 
anonymity because the investigation was continuing. 

The official said the widening inquiry included a review 
of agency personnel who had rooms at the Hilton Cartagena, 
where Mr. Obama and Secretary of State Hillary Rodham 
Clinton stayed, as well as the Hotel Caribe, where the 11 
agents and several military officers implicated in the scandal 
had rooms. 

“They’re now talking to everyone,” the senior official 
said. “We’re taking this one step at a time.” 

The official also confirmed the identities of two Secret 
Service supervisors involved who were dismissed on 
Thursday. Greg Stokes, who worked with a canine unit, was 
fired. The other, David Chaney, was allowed to retire. The 
supervisors were previously identified by CBS News. 

In Washington, Representative Peter T. King, Republican 
of New York and chairman of the House Homeland Security 
Committee, said people at the Secret Service had told him that 
“more agents are expected to be leaving.” 

Meanwhile, in Colombia, a lawyer retained by the woman 
who got into a dispute with a Secret Service agent over how 
much he owed her for sex said Thursday that she would 
cooperate with any official inquiries. The lawyer, Marlon 
Betancourt, said in an interview in Cartagena, where the 
suspected misconduct took place, that he had not been 
contacted by the United States or the Colombian authorities. 

The woman, who has left Cartagena, was also looking 
into taking legal action against Secret Service personnel and 
the American government because, she said, the agent acted 
aggressively toward her, yelling and using an expletive to 
describe her, according to Mr. Betancourt. 

“I believe that laws were broken here,” he said. “You 
cannot mistreat people.” 

The woman, a single mother, has described herself as a 
high-class escort who charges as much as $800 to have sex 
with men, and Mr. Betancourt said she was seeking to sell her 
story. 

“It’s not about making money,” he said. “It’s about 
seeking some kind of compensation for what has happened.” 

He added, “Her life is not going to be the same as it was 
before.” 

At least one of the 11 Secret Service employees under 
scrutiny has told investigators that he had not known that the 
woman he had spent the night with was a prostitute, according 
to another senior government official briefed on the 
investigation. 

The employee, whom the official did not identify, has 
offered to take a lie-detector test. 
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That account appeared to be bolstered by one of the 
women involved in the scandal who said that while she had 
spent the night with one of the Secret Service employees in his 
room at the Hotel Caribe, they had not had sex and she had not 
been paid. 

“I didn’t talk with him about money,“ said the woman, 
who asked that her name not be used. 

“My guy never touched me,” she said. “He never gave me 
a kiss or anything.” 

Breaking down in tears, the woman, 22, said she was not 
a prostitute and described how a night on the town had blown 
up into an international scandal. 

She said she had gone to the hotel with one of the agents 
only to accompany a friend who she said was a prostitute. She 
described the man she had been with as very “timid” and said 
they both had fallen asleep with their clothes on shortly after 
they had gone to his room at the Hotel Caribe. 

She also questioned news accounts that said a large 
number of Secret Service agents had taken women to their 
rooms, saying that when the dispute over money broke out the 
next morning, the other Americans were surprised that an 
agent had taken a prostitute to the hotel. 

“They didn’t know,” she said. “That’s why I think this is 
unfair.” 

Her account was largely corroborated by versions of the 
story told by her friend, the prostitute; by a taxi driver who 
drove the women home from the hotel; and by American 
officials briefed on the investigation. 

But the woman contradicted a key part of her friend’s 
story, saying the friend had asked to be paid only $250 to $300 
for sex, not the $800 she asserted in an interview with The 
New York Times. 

While the Secret Service employee may be able to prove 
that he did not knowingly get involved with a prostitute, that 
would probably not save his job. 

Defense lawyers and current and former government 
officials said the men under scrutiny may well lose their jobs 
because their behavior would cost them the security clearance 
needed to work for the Secret Service. 

“It is the classic way and easiest way to fire someone,” 
said Stephen M. Kohn, the head of the National 
Whistleblowers Center in Washington, which often represents 
government employees who face disciplinary action. “For 
security clearance you have to have a high level of trust and 
not have associations or relationships that could compromise 
you. For the government, if you don’t pay your loans or have 
an affair, you are susceptible to blackmail” and can lose your 
security clearance. 

“If you don’t have security clearance,” Mr. Kohn added, 
“you are usually on the street in 90 days without a job.” 

The military is moving forward with its own 
investigation. Col. Scott Malcom, the chief spokesman for 
United States Southern Command in Miami, said 10 enlisted 
members of the military were being scrutinized: 5 Army 
Special Forces soldiers, 2 members of the Navy, 2 Marines 
and 1 member of the Air Force. 

It is not yet clear whether any of the military members 
hired prostitutes, Colonel Malcom said. 

If they did, they would have violated the Uniform Code of 
Military Justice, which prohibits service members from 
soliciting prostitutes. Penalties for such an infraction can 
include a dishonorable discharge and time in military prison. 
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FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
25. Senators Raise Concerns Over Cuts, Shipbuilding 
(GANNETT NEWS 19 APR 12) ... Deborah Barfield Berry 

WASHINGTON — Sen. Roger Wicker told Navy 
officials Thursday he’s concerned about how cuts in defense 
spending will affect the shipbuilding industry, which is key to 
Mississippi’s economy. 

“It’s irresponsible to think we can lay off skilled workers 
— engineers for example — and expect them to be available 
when future contracts are awarded,” Wicker said at a hearing 
on the Navy’s shipbuilding programs. 

Wicker, the top Republican on the Senate Armed Services 
Subcommittee on Seapower, questioned Navy officials about 
their shipbuilding program and fiscal 2013 budget request. 

The Navy wants to spend $13.7 billion on its shipbuilding 
program, which includes building 10 ships. One could be built 
in Mississippi and two would be built in Alabama. 

Gulf Coast lawmakers have already raised concerns about 
the regional impact of $487 billion in defense spending cuts 
that Congress approved last year in a compromise deal to 
increase the nation’s debt limit. 

The agreement under the Budget Control Act also 
requires about $1 trillion in cuts over the next nine years 
unless Congress can come up with a plan to reduce the debt by 
that amount. Those automatic cuts were triggered by a process 

called sequestration, after a congressional “supercommittee” 
failed last year to come up with a plan to cut the same amount. 

Half of the cuts under sequestration — about $500 billion 
— would come from the defense budget. 

“The Navy faces significant budget challenges ahead,” 
Wicker said. “I’m not absolutely convinced that we won’t face 
this. It is indeed disappointing.” 

Alabama Republican Sen. Jeff Sessions said he’s also 
concerned about the automatic spending cuts. 

“We need to be taking some real action to fix it,” he said. 
Navy officials said they haven’t yet had formal guidance 

on the possible cuts, but warned they would be devastating. 
“You cannot take the force and the operation that we have 

in place today ... and try to imagine continuing that with 
another half-a-trillion reduction to our defense program,” said 
Sean Stackley, assistant secretary of the Navy for research, 
development and acquisition. “It’s a significant shift.” 

The automatic cuts mandated under sequestration, 
combined with the other $487 billion in cuts, would lead to a 
radically different military, said Vice Admiral John Blake, 
deputy chief of Naval Operations, Integration of Capabilities 
and Resources. 
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Wicker said he voted for the Budget Control Act 
“believing in my heart that we would have the leadership in 
the city” to cut spending where most necessary. 

“We’ve either not had the leadership or the will,” he said. 
“It’s unthinkable that we would get to this brinksmanship.” 

Wicker said he’s worried about the impact of job 
reductions in the shipbuilding industry. He also questioned 
whether the Navy plans to build enough ships to keep the 
nation’s six major shipyards in business. 

The Navy has 286 ships now and plans to increase that to 
300. Since December 2010, it has awarded contracts to 
procure 38 ships, Stackley said. 

“These contracts provide an important degree of certainty 
to our industrial base in an otherwise uncertain period in 

defense spending,” he said. “We recognize, however, that it is 
not possible to simply buy our way to recapitalizing our force. 
We must focus relentlessly on improving affordability in our 
shipbuilding programs.” 

Navy officials said there will be enough work over the 
next five years to keep shipyards busy and competitive. 

“There are peaks and valleys that we do have to manage,” 
said Vice Admiral Kevin M. McCoy, commander of the Naval 
Sea Systems Command. 

McCoy said some companies may also be busy repairing 
ships. 

“We are constantly looking across the industrial base,” he 
said. 
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26. Navy Open To Alternative Plan To Restore Virginia Sub 
(DEFENSE DAILY 20 APR 12) ... Emelie Rutherford 

A Navy official told senators concerned about the 
Pentagon's plan to scale back Virginia -class submarine 
production that the Navy would work with Congress to find an 
incremental-funding setup to restore a boat slated to be 
delayed. 

Sean Stackley, assistant secretary of the Navy for 
research, development, and acquisition, said yesterday the 
service's scrapping of plans to buy two Virginia submarines a 
year--by cutting one of two planned subs in fiscal year 2014--
was "one of the harder decisions that the Navy had to deal 
with" when crafting its long-term budget proposal. 

Yet he said it is the Navy's "intent and desire to be able to 
sustain" the production of two Virginia submarines per year. 

Working with limited funds, the service had to push the 
sub in question out to 2018. Stackley said Navy officials could 
not find a way to fully fund a second submarine in FY '14, 
which would require $770 million for advance procurement in 
FY '13 and $1.2 billion for procurement in FY '14. 

Yet he said he wants to tweak the current Virginia sub 
plan, telling the Senate Armed Services Seapower 
subcommittee that congressional approval for incremental 
funding could help restore the FY '14 ship. 

SASC Seapower subcommittee Chairman Jack Reed (D-
R.I.) asked Stackley to "to help us help you get there through 
appropriate legislative language." Reed joins lawmakers 
including House Armed Services Seapower and Projection 
Forces subcommittee Chairman Todd Akin (R-Mo.) in voicing 
support for restoring the FY '14 vessel. 

Stackley noted the Navy's need to have an incremental-
funding approach for costly aircraft carries and big-deck 
amphibious ships, saying "in many respects we are looking at 
a similar circumstance" with the Virginia sub. Yet he told the 
subpanel, which writes Pentagon policy, that such a funding 
setup "is not in accordance with policy." 

"I'm simply going to state that these are extraordinary 
times," he told the subcommittee. "This is an extraordinarily 
important program, and this is a fleeting opportunity. If we 
don't capture that second boat in 2014, the opportunity cannot 
be recovered in terms of force structure, in terms of savings 
potential, in terms of the industrial base. So under these 
extraordinary times, it is perhaps appropriate that the 
department and the Congress look at whether or not this is the 
right time to provide an exception to full funding. It has its 
drawbacks, going to an incremental-funding approach. We 
explore it, and we would welcome a discussion with the Hill 
in that regard." 

He said the Navy has calculated that adding a second 
submarine in FY '14, by shifting it from FY '18 back to FY 
'14, is "near-neutral" over the coming years compared to the 
service's current plan. 

Stackley said adding the sub back in FY '14 would 
generate "savings associated with additional economic-order-
quantity material; savings associated with sustained learning-
curve performance, as opposed to potential negative learning-
curve performance; savings associated with improved 
planning." 

"Every step along the process you generate savings by 
having that second boat in 2014," he said. 

Stackley maintained restoring the two-sub rate in FY '14 
also is needed to ensure the Navy meets its force-structure 
requirement of 48 attack boats in future year, he said. 

It "is critical from a force-structure perspective that we 
sustain two-per-year in the near term as best as possible to 
minimize that longer-term force-structure gap," he said. 

He added "the Navy's willingness to have this discussion 
is underpinned by the strong performance of the Virginia 
program." 

"Otherwise, we wouldn't even consider it," he said. 
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27. Think Tank: DoD Should Focus On Directed Energy Weapons 
(DEFENSE NEWS 19 APR 12) ... Paul McLeary 

The U.S. should focus on the development of directed 
energy weapons to counter efforts to restrict the U.S. 
military’s freedom of movement, according to a new analysis 
by the Center for Strategic and Budgetary Assessments, a 
Washington think tank. 

As increasingly sophisticated non-state actors and rogue 
states acquire precision-guided cruise and ballistic missiles, 
they will pose anti-access/area-denial challenges to the U.S. 
military. Rather than relying on a limited number of kinetic 
missile interceptors to meet the threat, the United States 
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should invest in offensive and defensive directed energy 
weapons, including high-energy lasers and high-power 
microwave weapons, according to the report. 

The Department of Defense defines directed energy as “a 
beam of concentrated electromagnetic energy or atomic or 
subatomic particles” that can “damage or destroy enemy 
equipment, facilities and personnel.” 

Developing and fielding directed energy (DE) capabilities 
“could provide U.S. forces with nearly unlimited magazines to 
counter incoming missiles at a negligible cost per shot,” 
researchers Mark Gunzinger and Chris Dougherty write. 

With an eye on the Iranian tactic of swarming a large 
number of small attack watercraft, the report released 
Thursday states that “DE systems could help counter these 
threats with significantly less collateral damage than that 
caused by kinetic defenses,” which would also be particularly 
useful in tightly packed urban settings. 

In the next five to 10 years, it may be possible to use 
already mature laser technologies to defend forward bases 
against aircraft and rocket fire, the authors contend. Over the 
next two decades, they add, technological advances should 
make it possible to integrate directed energy weapons on small 
aircraft, tactical ground vehicles and aboard ships. 

The report makes five recommendations: 

 The Navy should be the “first adopter” for 
weaponizing a solid-state laser capable of producing 
100 kilowatts or more of output energy “that could 
become part of a layered defense against unmanned 

aerial vehicles (UAVs), anti-ship cruise missiles 
(ASCMs), and fast attack craft.” 

 The Army and Air Force “should leverage mature 
laser technologies to develop deployable, ground-
based DE defenses against air and missile threats to 
bases in the Western Pacific and Southwest Asia.” 

 The Air Force and Navy should spearhead efforts to 
develop high-power microwave weapons for manned 
and unmanned aircraft, cruise missiles and ground 
vehicles. 

 The Marine Corps can act as the DoD’s “executive 
agent for non-lethal weapons, to transition advanced, 
non-lethal DE concepts being developed by the Joint 
Non-Lethal Weapons Directorate to programs of 
record.” 

 Testing should “seek to develop better data on DE 
lethality against vehicles, small boats, UAVs, cruise 
and ballistic missiles,” while experimenting with 
what effect environmental factors have on laser 
weapons operating in maritime and ground battlefield 
environments. 

The authors conclude that due to previous program 
failures and tightening budgets, “cultural factors and the lack 
of resources, not technology maturity, are now the most 
significant barriers to developing major new DE capabilities 
over the next decade.” 

View Report (PDF) 
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28. U.S. Missile Defense Counters Growing Threat 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 19 APR 12) ... Cheryl Pellerin 

WASHINGTON – Six days after North Korea’s failed 
long-range rocket launch, the head of the Defense 
Department’s Missile Defense Agency testified on Capitol 
Hill about bolstering U.S. defenses against a growing ballistic 
missile threat. 

Agency Director Army Lt. Gen. Patrick J. O’Reilly 
appeared yesterday before the Senate Appropriations 
Committee’s defense subcommittee to discuss the 
administration’s fiscal 2013 budget request of $7.75 billion for 
his agency. 

The request is a reduction of more than $650 million from 
the fiscal 2012 appropriation. Since 1999, the United States 
has invested more than $90 billion in missile defense. 

The latest request, O’Reilly said, “balances our policies as 
documented in the 2010 Ballistic Missile Defense Review 
[with] U.S. Strategic Command's integrated air and missile 
defense priorities, [Missile Defense Agency] technical 
feasibility assessments, affordability constraints and current 
intelligence community estimates of the ballistic missile 
threat.” 

But the director expressed concern to the panel about two 
critically needed programs that are in jeopardy because of past 
congressional funding reductions. 

The first, he said, is a missile defense sensor capability 
provided by the precision tracking space system, which allows 
space-based tracking of ballistic missiles. The second is the 
need to develop a second independent layer of homeland 
defense with the SM-3 IIB interceptor, a highly deployable 

missile that would destroy threat missiles earlier in their flight 
paths than the current architecture. 

“I request your support for these programs,” O’Reilly 
said, “so that our homeland benefits from the same layered 
missile defense approach that we successfully employ in our 
regional defenses.” 

The director described improvements made last year to 
the complex ballistic missile defense system designed to 
protect the United States and its allies. These include 
activating a new missile field and a fire-control node at Fort 
Greely, Alaska; activating an upgraded early warning radar in 
Thule, Greenland; and upgrading the reliability of three 
ground-based interceptors, or GBIs, he said. 

“This year,” O’Reilly told the panel, “we continue to 
aggressively pursue the agency's highest priority -- to conduct 
a missile intercept with the newest version of the GBI's exo-
atmospheric kill vehicle after two previous flight-test 
failures.” 

A failure review board of government and industry 
experts redesigned critical GBI kill vehicle components and 
established more stringent manufacturing and component 
requirements, he added. 

“These requirements have previously not been 
encountered anywhere in the aerospace industry,” O’Reilly 
noted, adding that these have caused delays in preparing for 
the next flight tests. 

“We will fly a nonintercept test by the end of this year to 
verify we have resolved all issues, and then we will conduct 
our next intercept flight test early next year to reactivate the 
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{ground-based midcourse defense] production line,” the 
director said. “We will not approve the execution of a flight 
test until our engineers and independent experts are convinced 
that we have resolved all issues discovered in previous 
testing.” 

Also this year, the agency will activate a hardened power 
plant at Fort Greely, increase the firepower of fielded GBIs by 
testing and upgrading GBI components, and boost the 
capability of sea-based X-band radar, the tracking and 
discrimination radar used for the GMD element of the Ballistic 
Missile Defense System. 

“Regional defense highlights over the past year include 
the on-time deployment of the first phase of the European 
Phased Adaptive Approach,” O’Reilly said, “consisting of the 
command-and-control node in Germany, forward-based radar 
in Turkey and an Aegis missile defense ship on station in the 
Mediterranean Sea.” 

The agency also demonstrated the first Aegis intercept of 
a 3,700-kilometer target using remote forward-based radar, he 
said, and the simultaneous intercept of two missiles by the 
terminal high-altitude area defense system, called THAAD. 

The THAAD element gives the missile defense system a 
globally transportable, rapidly deployable ability to intercept 

and destroy ballistic missiles in or out of the atmosphere 
during the final, or terminal, flight phase. 

“This year the first two THAAD batteries will be 
available for deployment, increasing the number of Aegis-
capable ships to 29,” the director said, and three SM-3 Block 
IB flight tests will show that last year’s flight-test failure is 
resolved. 

Coming up, he said, the largest missile defense tests in 
history will involve the first simultaneous intercepts of 
multiple short and medium-range ballistic missiles and cruise 
missiles by Patriot forward-based radar. 

The United States has missile defense cooperative 
programs with the United Kingdom, Japan, Australia, Israel, 
Denmark, Germany, the Netherlands, the Czech Republic, 
Poland, Italy and many other nations. O’Reilly said the agency 
works with more than 20 countries, “including our cooperative 
development programs with Israel and Japan and our first 
foreign military sale of THAAD to the United Arab Emirates,” 
and supports technical discussions with the Russians on 
missile defense. 

Phases 2 and 3 of the European phased, adaptive approach 
to missile defense are on track to meet the 2015 and 2018 
deployment dates, the director said. 
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29. F-35 Team Hits Weapons Testing Mark 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 19 APR 12) ... Victor Chen, F-35 Integrated Test Force Public Affairs 

PATUXENT RIVER, Md. -- The F-35 Integrated Test 
team at Naval Air Station Patuxent River announced April 16 
the completion of a weapons testing milestone. 

The ejection of a 500-pound bomb from F-35B test 
aircraft BF-3 March 29 into a foam-covered concrete pit 
marked the end of two weeks of testing nine different weapons 
combinations inside the Joint Strike Fighter's two internal 
weapons bays. 

"Completion of these weapons ejections into the pit gets 
us closer to in-flight release of weapons from the F-35," said 
Navy Capt. Erik Etz, director of test and evaluation for F-35 
naval variants. "It's another step in expansion of the F-35's 
warfighting capabilities." 

Weapons pit-drop testing collects data to measure stresses 
on the airframe and adjacent stores, ensures proper weapon 
and suspension equipment function, and validates the 
separation models for the munitions' ejection characteristics, 
including trajectories and velocities. 

"We pushed the team pretty hard on those runs to get 
everything done," said John Fahnestock, lead government 
weapons engineer. "We'll spend some time going through the 
data to validate our models, but so far it looks good." 

From the cockpit, the pit drops demonstrated minimal 
effects of weapons launches from the F-35B's left and right 
internal bays. 

"Having the test weapons on board isn't really noticeable 
from the seat," said Marine Corps test pilot Lt. Col. Matthew 
Taylor. "But what's great about the team's accomplishment is 
that we're making progress toward delivering a warfighting 
aircraft to the fleet." 

Testing included inert versions of the GBU-12 Laser-
Guided Bomb, the 1,000-pound GBU-32 Joint Direct Attack 
Munition and the AIM-120 Advanced Medium-Range Air-to-
Air Missile. 

More weapons testing on the F-35B and F-35C carrier 
variant is ongoing at Naval Air Station Patuxent River. 
Current test events including pit drops, captive carry and 
instrumented weapons environmental flights, lead up to flight 
separation testing scheduled for later this year. 

The F-35B variant of the Joint Strike Fighter for the U.S. 
Marine Corps is capable of short take-offs and vertical 
landings for use on amphibious ships or expeditionary 
airfields to provide air power to the Marine Air-Ground Task 
Force. The F-35B is undergoing test and evaluation at NAS 
Patuxent River prior to delivery to the fleet. 
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30. Whiting Field Bids Farewell To T-34 Turbo Mentor Today 
(PENSACOLA NEWS JOURNAL 19 APR 12) ... Louis Cooper 

The venerable T-34C Turbo Mentor made its final student 
training flight at Whiting Field Naval Air Station in Milton 
today, landing at about noon. 

The final training flight included student 1st Lt. Sarah 
Horn and instructor Cmdr. John Hensel, the commanding 
officer of Training Squadron 2. 

The T-34, which has been in service at Whiting Field 
since 1977, has been replaced by the more modern T-6B 
Texan II. 

Training Squadron 2 — known as the “Doerbirds” — 
retired the T-34 today, marking the last unit at Whiting’s 
Training Air Wing 5 to cycle out of the old plane. 
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“From this day on, the Doerbirds will forever be known 
as the squadron that flew the T-34C into history here at Wing 
5 and NAS Whiting Field,” said Col. James Grace, 
commander of Training Air Wing 5. 

Whiting Field has been home to 400 T-34s over the years. 
Most of remaining crafts will be sent to Corpus Christi Naval 
Air Station, where the Navy continues to train with them. 

“If only these planes could talk and tell us about the 
thousands of aviators who took their first flight in the T-34C,” 

Grace said. “The anxiety, fear, fright and excitement. The total 
joy of that first solo flight or being absolutely sick to their 
stomach from air sickness. The highs, the lows, the dreams 
realized and the dreams taken away. The first loop, first spin, 
first takeoff and first landing.” 

An estimated 22,600 students have trained on the T-34 at 
Whiting Field, completing more than 2.8 million hours of 
flight. 

View Clip (RT: 2:11) 
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31. ITT Exelis-Boeing Team To Split For Next Jammer Development Phase 
(DEFENSE DAILY 20 APR 12) 

ITT Exelis and Boeing will assume separate roles for the 
next development phase of the Next-Generation Jammer 
(NGJ) program after successfully completing the current 
technology maturation phase, according to an ITT Exelis 
company statement. 

Boeing will concentrate its efforts on the integration of 
the jammer on the EA-18G Growler electronic attack aircraft 
while Exelis will continue to focus on developing technologies 
critical to the NGJ program, according to a statement. An ITT 
Exelis spokesman yesterday declined to comment. 

"Exelis will continue to expand on the technical 
accomplishments made during technology maturation and we 
are committed to ensuring the NGJ program has unmatched 
capability to support this critical mission," said Robert 
Ferrante, vice president and general manager of Exelis' 

electronic systems' airborne electronic attack business, in a 
statement. 

An April Government Accountability Office (GAO) 
report found that Defense Department progress in acquiring 
new airborne electronic attack systems is impeded by 
developmental and production challenges and certain systems 
may have overlapping capabilities because of DoD's 
"fragmented" urgent operational needs processes (Defense 
Daily, April 3). 

The first of the NGJs are expected to be installed on the 
Growler, which, according to a Boeing spokesman, is the only 
platform currently scheduled for NGJ. 

Including Exelis and Boeing, other companies competing 
in the NGJ program include Northrop Grumman and BAE 
Systems. 
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32. Marines Accelerate Green-Energy Tech Procurement 
(NATIONAL DEFENSE 19 APR 12) ... Dan Parsons 

NATIONAL HARBOR, Md. — The Marine Corps plans 
to expand energy-efficiency efforts, including greater use of 
portable solar panels, water purifiers and insulated tents. 

The plan is to continue to stage "experimental forward 
operating bases," or ExFOBs, where contractors can showcase 
new products, Col. Bob Charette, director of the Marine Corps 
expeditionary energy office, said April 19 at the Navy 
League’s annual symposium. 

“Coming to Ex-FOB is at your own risk, meaning 
industry has to pay to come out, but you get a subject matter 
expert from the military … and we hand over all our data. It’s 
really worth industry’s while to come out,” he said. Previous 
Ex-FOBs have been hosted at Quantico, Va., and Twenty-
Nine Palms, Calif. 

Green-energy projects so far have focused on how to 
make units in Afghanistan more self-sufficient and less 
dependent on fuel shipments. But as U.S. forces plan for a 
drawdown over the next two years, the focus will be on green 
technologies that can be used in other environments, Charette 
said. In response to plans to increase its presence in Asia-
Pacific, the Marine Corps has tested its renewable 
technologies in the Philippines and Thailand, he said. The 
service has also requested funding for a recurring equipment 
test program in the Pacific based on its successful deployment 
of green technology in Afghanistan. 

“There are obviously challenges like jungle canopies 
where you couldn’t use solar. We’re looking into all that," said 
Charette. "The only place I don’t have anything is Antarctica. 
I’m behind on that.” 

After four Ex-FOB events, only a handful of products 
have won contracts, like the ground renewable expeditionary 
energy system, or GREENS. The portable, 1,600-watt solar 
panels have been used to power entire forward operating bases 
in Afghanistan, reducing Marines’ dependence on batteries 
and liquid fuel. 

A fifth event has been scheduled for April 30 trough May 
4 at Camp Lejeune, N.C. At least 14 companies are expected 
to perform 19 technical demonstrations of commercially 
available solar arrays and man-portable water purification 
systems for individual troops and small units, the Marine 
Corps announced April 19. 

For every device that is fielded, hundreds are rejected for 
various reasons. Charette said he would like to see more 
companies come forward with new products, especially 
innovative small businesses. 

Steve Smith, director of the Small Business 
Administration’s office of disaster planning, said small firms 
are nimble but often lack the resources to bid on military 
programs. “You don’t want to be wasting your time, money 
and resources on something you have no chance of selling to 
DoD,” Smith said. 

One success story Smith highlighted was Packet Digital, a 
Fargo, N.D.-based firm that builds computer chips that cause 
electronics to draw power from batteries more efficiently. The 
company’s device is the size of a pinky nail and is compatible 
with any battery, said Smith. But the company was relative 
unknown until executives were introduced to military buyers 
through the SBA. Working with the Office of Naval Research 
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and the Marine Corps, Packet chips are achieving 67 percent 
increases in battery life for battlefield electronics. 

But it may not have been, had the device been cast into 
the “valley of death,” that technologies must cross between 
laboratory and production. The SBA has begun a program to 
help bridge the divide called “clustering,” Smith said. 
Companies large and small are organized into clusters 
centered on a particular technology. The SBA has created 33 
such groups, made up of contractors, investors, colleges and 
universities. More than half of those are focused on energy 
efficiency technologies. 

Facilitators on both ends help small businesses weed 
through Pentagon requirements and, in turn, help the Defense 
Department filter the flood of companies seeking business. 
Prime contractors can help small businesses access 
government buyers and small businesses provide 
technological know-how. “They almost function as a venture 
capital group,” Smith said. “They really can help small 
businesses come together and turn their innovation into 
something that can meet [Defense Department] requirements.” 
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33. RI Man In Navy Kickbacks Probe Pleads Guilty 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 19 APR 12) ... Laura Crimaldi 

PROVIDENCE, R.I.—A Rhode Island subcontractor who 
has already admitted to his role in a kickback scheme that 
prosecutors say cost the U.S. Navy millions pleaded guilty on 
Thursday to accusations that he lied about an affair while 
talking to investigators probing the plot. 

Prosecutors say Russell E. Spencer, 57, of Portsmouth, 
lied three times about an extramarital affair he carried on with 
the housekeeper of another man implicated in the case. 

Authorities say Spencer misstated his relationship with 
the housekeeper and lied about giving her money and gifts 
while talking to the Federal Bureau of Investigation as part of 
a promise to cooperate with authorities. Spencer made that 
promise in a plea agreement he signed last year, prosecutors 
said. They say the alleged kickbacks plot cost the Navy 
between $7 and $20 million. 

The housekeeper worked for Ralph M. Mariano, 53, a 
civilian engineer for the Navy's Naval Sea Systems command, 
said Assistant U.S. Attorney Lee H. Vilker. Spencer faces up 
to five years in prison for making false statements, according 
to a plea agreement. He will be sentenced on Dec. 6. Spencer's 
defense attorney did not immediately return a message 
Thursday. 

Spencer also pleaded guilty in June to being a conduit for 
alleged kickbacks of naval funds from a now-defunct 
company to Mariano. 

Spencer admitted to the affair in January, Vilker said. The 
money he gave to the housekeeper came from naval funds that 
were filtered through Spencer's computer consulting business, 
C&S Technology, Inc., as part of the kickback plot, Vilker 
said. He said the amount given to the housekeeper is "very 
small" in comparison to the millions stolen from the Navy. 
Vilker declined to specify how much money the housekeeper 
was given. 

The alleged kickbacks case prompted an internal Navy 
investigation that resulted in military officials in Washington 
suspending the contracting authority of Newport's Naval 
Undersea Warfare Center. The Navy said a host of contracting 

problems at the facility enabled the scheme. The Naval Sea 
Systems Command announced in October that it had restored 
contracting authority to the Naval Undersea Warfare Center, 
according to a press release. 

According to the government, Mariano, 53, of Arlington, 
Va., who worked at the warfare center, initiated the scheme by 
threatening to use his position to reduce funding for contracts 
held by Advanced Solutions for Tomorrow if company owner 
Anjan Dutta-Gupta didn't kick back money to Mariano. 

Dutta-Gupta, 59, of Roswell, Ga., has pleaded guilty to 
paying $8 million in bribes over more than a decade. He is 
also scheduled to be sentenced on June 21. Mariano has been 
charged, but not indicted. He remains free on bond. 

According to court filings, Spencer submitted false and 
inflated invoices to ASFT for work that, for the most part, was 
never done. Prosecutors say he then passed the money on to 
Mariano, as well as Mariano's relatives and girlfriend, among 
others. 

Spencer took a salary from the payments, according to 
prosecutors, and as part of his plea agreement he is to forfeit 
more than $330,000 in proceeds from the scheme. 

Patrick Nagle, 51, of Marietta, GA, a former senior vice 
president and director of contracts for ASFT, pleaded guilty in 
August to charges of conspiracy to commit bribery. 
Prosecutors say Nagle signed off on false and inflated invoices 
that were submitted to his firm by subcontractors from 1999 to 
June 2010 even though he knew the work had largely not been 
done. 

He is scheduled to be sentenced on July 9, 2012. 
ASFT, based in Roswell, laid off all its employees shortly 

after Dutta-Gupta and Mariano were arrested in February 
2011. At the time, the company held $120 million in Navy 
contracts. Its largest office was in Rhode Island. 

In addition to the bribes, prosecutors say, ASFT paid $1.2 
million through Spencer's businesses to a separate company 
owned by Dutta-Gupta. 
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BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
34. Navy Medicine Highlights Care During New Orleans Navy Week 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 19 APR 12) ... Valerie A. Kremer, U.S. Navy Bureau of Medicine and Surgery Public Affairs 

NEW ORLEANS -- Navy Medicine leadership met with 
civic organizations, corporate leadership, universities, and the 
New Orleans Saints to discuss shared medical initiatives and 

Navy Medicine's role in the maritime strategy as part of New 
Orleans Navy Week, April 17 and 18. 
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Rear Adm. Elizabeth Niemyer, director, Navy Nurse 
Corps and deputy chief, Wounded, Ill and Injured was the top 
Navy Medicine representative during New Orleans Navy 
Week. 

"It is great to be in the city of New Orleans who has a 
strong commitment and heritage of supporting the military," 
said Niemyer. "We are America's Navy and this is a wonderful 
opportunity for the American people to see what their Navy 
does as a global force for good and how the Navy takes care of 
its men and women." 

Of the nearly 330,000 active duty Sailors across the Navy, 
3,800 come from Louisiana, Niemyer noted. An additional 
2,000 Reserve Sailors also hail from the state, and more than 
4,500 retired Navy veterans live in Louisiana. 

During a meeting with the New Orleans Fire Department, 
Niemyer met with leadership and emergency management 
service staff to discuss Navy Medicine's advancements in 
battlefield medicine, research and development, and its role in 
the maritime strategy. 

"Navy Medicine plays a vital role in supporting the five 
'hard power' capabilities of the maritime strategy: forward 
presence, deterrence, sea control, power projection, and 
maritime security … because no ship, submarine, aircraft or 
other Navy asset deploys without the support of Navy 
Medicine," said Niemyer. "In addition, Navy Medicine plays a 
key role in "soft power" by exercising the last element of the 
maritime strategy through its most visible role in humanitarian 
assistance/disaster relief missions, which the people of New 
Orleans know Navy Medicine for the most." 

Niemyer noted that after 10 years of war, Navy Medicine 
is looking at expanding partnerships to translate what it has 
learned with civilian facilities. Using simulation is a key 
mechanism to keep skill sets of corpsmen, doctors, and nurses 
strong. 

During her presentation, Niemyer also discussed post 
traumatic stress disorder and mental health treatment with the 
New Orleans Fire Department. 

"PTSD will be something that will need to be treated for 
years to come," said Niemyer. "However, it is the kind of care 
we learn together - military and civilian. There are some 
common elements that both the military and civilian face 
when it comes to the identification and treatment of PTSD." 

Members of the EMS staff at the New Orleans Fire 
Department served along-side the USNS Comfort's 
humanitarian assistance/disaster relief mission when the ship 
provided aid to the city of New Orleans after Hurricane 
Katrina in 2005. 

"We have a special place in our heart for the Navy," said 
New Orleans Fire Department Superintendent Charles Parent. 
"At one date the USNS Comfort was the only functional 
hospital in the city of New Orleans. We have a special bond 
with Navy Medicine." 

During a meeting with the Southeast Louisiana Veterans 
Health Care System, Niemyer met with leadership and staff 
and toured the facility. In addition, the parties discussed 
shared initiatives and lessons learned with patient care models. 

"We are honored to have Rear Adm. Niemyer visit the 
Southeast Louisiana Veterans Health Care System," said 
Brinda Williams-Morgan, acting director, Southeast Louisiana 
Veterans Health Care System. "It was wonderful to learn 
about Navy Medicine's progress with Medical Home Port 

model which is similar to the VA's PACT (Patient Aligned 
Care Team) model." 

During her presentation, Niemyer discussed Navy 
Medicine's critical role in supporting the warfighter and 
providing medical care to their families, retirees, and veterans. 
Through the discussion, the parties stressed the importance of 
continued research and development initiatives for wounded 
warrior care, the significance of patient identification 
technology, and heralded the work both continue to do to 
provide outstanding care to the nation's wounded warriors. 

"We have to be sure we have a warm handoff when we 
transition our service members to the VA," said Niemyer. "It 
becomes our responsibility to build resilience and work 
together to treat our service men and women." 

Other Navy Medicine engagements during New Orleans 
Navy Week included an morning show interview with WWL-
TV (CBS); meeting with leadership, students, and staff of 
Delgado Community College Charity School of Nursing, 
Louisiana State University Health Sciences Center, Tulane 
University and Medical Center; and a meeting with medical 
personnel of the USS Wasp (LDH-1). 

Academic, Navy Medicine Share Initiatives During 
New Orleans Navy Week 

Navy Medicine met with New Orleans' top medical 
schools to examine shared initiatives in humanitarian 
assistance, international public health programs, and Wounded 
Warrior care, as part of New Orleans Navy Week, April 17 
and 18. 

Rear Adm. Elizabeth Niemyer, director, Navy Nurse 
Corps and deputy chief, Wounded, Ill and Injured, was the 
senior medical officer representing Navy Medicine during 
New Orleans Navy Week. 

Niemyer met with leadership, staff, and students at 
Louisiana State University Health Sciences Center, Tulane 
University, and Delgado Charity School of Nursing during the 
two days. 

"We are honored to be a part of New Orleans Navy Week 
and have Rear Adm. Niemyer visit LSUHSC," said Larry 
Hollier, chancellor, Louisiana State University Health 
Sciences Center. "We have a strong tie with Navy Medicine 
with training Navy SEALS in our emergency rooms and Navy 
Medicine veterans on our staff. We are very proud to have this 
tie." 

During the visit, Niemyer met with LSUHSC staff who 
served aboard the USNS Comfort when the ship provided 
humanitarian assistance/disaster response after Hurricane 
Katrina devastated the area in 2005. 

"I personally thank you for your service while helping the 
citizens of New Orleans," said Niemyer. "It is a great 
opportunity to work side by side with our civilian counterparts 
during disaster relief missions. I truly commend you for the 
work you do on a daily basis." 

During her presentation, Niemyer discussed Navy 
Medicine's role in the chief of naval operations' maritime 
strategy. She noted Navy Medicine's use of soft power through 
humanitarian assistance/disaster relief through such missions 
as Continuing Promise and Pacific Partnership. With 
traditional roles like deployments and projecting power 
abroad, Niemyer discussed how international partnerships and 
providing care through humanitarian assistance missions has 
further demonstrated how Navy Medicine's emergency 
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medicine and research and development has made an impact 
on a global scale. 

Niemyer toured the LSUHSC facility, including its 
extensive simulation center, where she was able to take part in 
several simulation exercises. 

"Navy Medicine's focus is on force health protection and 
supporting the warfighter is our key mission," said Niemyer. 
"Simulation is a key component in training our medical 
professionals and it's great to see the vast simulation center at 
LSUHSC. The work they are doing is truly outstanding." 

While addressing leadership and students from the Tulane 
School of Public Health and Tropical Medicine, Niemyer 
highlighted Navy Medicine's research and development 
capabilities across the globe. 

"Navy Medicine's extensive research and development 
capabilities have led to not only advancements in prosthetics 
but also in vaccine research and virtual reality environments 

like the CAREN," said Niemyer, referring to the computer 
assisted rehabilitation environment. 

"We are honored Rear Adm. Niemyer visited Tulane 
University School of Public Health and Tropical Medicine as 
part of New Orleans Navy Week," said Dr. Pierre Buekens, 
Dean, Tulane University School of Public Health and Tropical 
Medicine. "We are pleased to know that what our students are 
learning is so applicable in Navy Medicine." 

While at Delgado Charity School of Nursing, Niemyer 
addressed over 400 students and staff and addressed the 
critical role of Navy nursing. 

"I often ask 'Why not become a Navy nurse?'" said 
Niemyer. "In addition to providing patient centered care, Navy 
nurses are able to gain experiences that are far different from 
their civilian counterparts, allowing them to grow through a 
multitude of learning environments. Navy Medicine offers 
several subspecialties for Navy nurses from which to choose 
from." 
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35. Wasp Helps New Orleans' City Park 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 19 APR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class J. C. J. Stokes, USS Wasp Public Affairs 

NEW ORLEANS -- Sailors and Marines from 
amphibious assault ship USS Wasp (LHD 1) and Marine 
Expeditionary Unit 26 assisted in cutting and removing 
Chinese Tallow trees April 18, in New Orleans' city park. 

With the drive and motivation of helping others in the 
community, Wasp's Sailors and Marines gave back to their 
host city while in town for New Orleans Navy Week and the 
commemorations of the bicentennial of the War of 1812. 

"This is what Wasp Sailors do, we strive to make a 
difference in our communities," said Personnel Specialist 3rd 
Class Mario Solis. "New Orleans suffered many hardships 
especially since Hurricane Katrina, nevertheless, I hope us 
being here will show 'we are not only here to defend our 
country abroad, but we are here to defend it at home as well.'" 

New Orleans' City Park is a 1,300 acre outdoor gateway, 
which was once part of the Allard Plantation and bequeathed 
to the city by John McDonogh. City Park is also one of the 
largest and most visited parks as well as home to some of the 
oldest live oak trees in the country. 

"I am elated Sailors and Marines helped remove Chinese 
Tallow from City Park," said Steve Ryman, City Park 
volunteer program manager. "Removing Tallow is something 
we are unable to do as often as we would like because we do 
not necessarily have the manpower." 

The Chinese Tallow is an invasive species, which was 
introduced by Thomas Jefferson in order to extract oil from it. 
In 2005, during the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina the 
Chinese Tallow spread across City Park rapidly, overrunning 
the native plant species. 

"The Tallow is a beautiful tree, but it is going to kill off 
all our native trees and plants in the park," said Ryman. "The 
park has Oak, Cyprus and Sycamore trees, but the Tallow 
blocks sunlight from getting to them. Furthermore, the 

different wildlife species that calls the park home are affected 
because they use the native trees as shelter and food." 

According to Ryman, prior to Hurricane Katrina, City 
Park had a 200-strong full-time staff, and post Katrina they are 
down to 85. 

"It feels great helping out my home state," said Lance 
Cpl. Adrian Burris, MEU 26. "I've been to Afghanistan and 
back and I'm happy to be helping out. The Tallow represents 
the hardships New Orleans is facing and has faced. We are 
here to remove it in order for the sun to shine through and 
allow other plant and trees to grow." 

City Park also serves the New Orleans community by 
providing space for athletic high school athletic activities, and 
it serves as the new home to Louisiana Outdoors Outreach 
Program, which mentors inner city youth and expose them to 
different environment. 

"Glad the military is out here volunteering their time," 
said Haneef Shaheed, LOOP park attendant. "It is always good 
when people volunteer their time to help out others. It 
certainly makes access to the park easier to get to and enjoy. 
Thank you all for coming here." 

Sailors and Marines cut down more than 100 trees and 
cleared an area equivalent to two little league baseball fields. 

"I feel great about helping out the environment and the 
local community," said Lt. Anthony Fries, Wasp's gun boss. 
"New Orleans is still rebuilding from Katrina, but it's amazing 
how far it has come; it is a testament to the people of this city 
and their determination to get things back to the way it was. I 
am honored and appreciative of the fact that we were allowed 
to come here and take part in this New Orleans restoration." 

Wasp Sailors and Marines will return to City Park later on 
this week and continue to help with the Parks 2018 master 
plan efforts. 
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36. Wasp Hosts Navy Week Reception 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 19 APR 12) ... USS Wasp Public Affairs 

NEW ORLEANS -- The multi-purpose amphibious 
assault ship USS Wasp (LHD 1) hosted a reception April 18 

during Navy Week New Orleans in commemoration of the 
War of 1812. 
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Numerous local, state, international and military officials, 
including the guest of honor, New Orleans Mayor Mitchell 
Landrieu,attended the reception to recognize and thank the 
city of New Orleans for hosting Navy Week. 

"Thank you all for putting on this wonderful event," said 
Landrieu. "The city of New Orleans played an important role 
in the War of 1812, and we are honored to have you here to 
help us celebrate such a historic event." 

In preparation for the reception, Wasp Sailors volunteered 
their time to assist in setting up and providing services during 
the event. 

"The success of the reception was evident from the 
overall uplifting mood of the attendees and the positive 
attitude the crew demonstrated while serving everyone," said 
Teets. "It's very important for us to show our appreciation to 
the citizens of New Orleans for hosting all of us during this 
commemoration." 

Tours of the ship were provided to guests interested in 
seeing Wasp's war fighting and humanitarian capabilities prior 
to the reception in the hangar bay. 

"I enjoyed the entire event to no end; it was fabulous," 
said William White, a maritime historian who attended the 
reception. "As an old 'sea dog' myself, I always enjoy it when 
I get to come out and see a U.S. naval vessel." 

U.S. Naval Forces Band provided entertainment along 
with a performance by the National World War II Museum's 
Victory Belles, a trio of vocalists dedicated to performing 
musical classics of the World War II era. The event concluded 
with guests watching a Navy Week fireworks display from 
Wasp's berth on the Mississippi River. 

"This reception was an experience to remember," said 
Electronics Technician 3rd Class Leroy Smith, a server during 
the reception. "These moments are what we live for as U.S. 
Navy Sailors." 

During Wasp's stay in New Orleans, Sailors and Marines 
will have time to enjoy the sites and culture of the surrounding 
area, while participating in a multitude of community relations 
projects designed to lend a helping hand to the local 
community during the War of 1812 Bicentennial 
Commemoration. 
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37. Laws For Military Housing Could Be Changing 
(WTKR CBS NORFOLK 18 APR 12) ... Laurie Simmons 

A NewsChannel 3 Taking Action investigation into mold 
in military housing is getting results in Washington. 

As a direct result WTKR’s reporting on the living 
conditions of local military families, the laws of the United 
States could be changing when it comes to the oversight of 
privatized military housing complexes. 

More than 100 families came to us throughout our 
exclusive five-month investigation and NewsChannel 3’s 
stories of substandard living conditions in Lincoln Military 
Housing caught the attention of Congressman Scott Rigell. 

“We all know that the condition of some of the homes 
across our district and our region were completely 
unsatisfactory, that’s not in dispute. I think health was at risk 
in some homes,” said Rigell in a satellite interview with 
WTKR from Washington on Wednesday. 

Now the Congressman is taking action on behalf of all 
these families by introducing the Military Housing Oversight 
and Accountability Act. 

Rigell says the Navy has excelled in cleaning up the 
problems NewsChannel 3 exposed– but can’t say the same for 
Lincoln Military Housing. 

“I was not as impressed with the performance of the 
private company,” said Rigell. “This bill incorporates the 
lessons learned over the last four months.” 

Rigell says it was unclear to his office if the secretaries of 
the different branches of the military really had any authority 
to make sure that housing was acceptable for military families. 

Under current law, there is only oversight when it comes 
to new military housing construction. Once the projects were 

built, private contractors like Lincoln had free reign to run 
things as they saw fit. 

Rigell says his new legislation will now mandate the 
military to step in and watch over the maintenance and upkeep 
of both old and new housing. 

“There is a common business axiom, and that is to inspect 
what you expect, and we all expect completely adequate 
housing that is clean and safe,” said Rigell. 

Under this new bill, each military branch secretary will 
also be required to report to Congress every year, giving 
information on maintenance trends and the financial health of 
each privatized housing venture which will apply to all 
military housing around the world. 

To date, Lincoln and the Navy still have not released their 
operating agreement to NewsChannel 3 or to anybody in 
Congress despite repeated requests. 

“I’m going to keep fighting for more transparency on this 
issue. I am not satisfied that we haven’t received full reports 
on the financial performance of these companies. I am not 
going to let go until we get them,” said Rigell. 

As a member of the House Armed Services Committee, 
Rigell is trying to get this bill attached to the 2013 National 
Defense Authorization Act so it would be passed along with 
the military’s budget. That decision will be made by May 9th, 
and if the bill passes, these new rules could be in place as 
early as October. 

View Clip (RT: 3:09) 
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38. Navy Asks Shore Counties For Land Study 
(SOMERSET (MD) HERALD 20 APR 12) ... Deborah Gates 

PRINCESS ANNE -- The Navy wants to know future 
land uses for Somerset, Wicomico and eight other Maryland 
counties over which the military controls airspace. 

The Patuxent River Naval Air Station has for years tested 
aircraft and trained personnel for military operations. But after 
almost 70 years at the installation across the Chesapeake Bay 
from Crisfield, the Navy wants the 10 counties within range of 
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air station testing to participate in a land-use study that 
documents the compatibility of projects planned by both the 
counties and the military and impacting either. 

Compatible land-use plans would be compiled into a 
strategic action report detailing community development and 
operations at the Naval Air Station. 

The future of Patuxent, a busy military test center, could 
depend on findings as the military continues its new base 
realignment and closure process, known as BRAC process, 
that also could include some closings. 

"(A joint plan) would promote compatible growth for all 
parties," said Ben Shevchuk, a Patuxent official. "What's the 
best possible future for communities and our mission -- it 
could be a compromise." 

Wayne E. Clark, executive director of the Tri-County 
Council for Southern Maryland, is coordinating participation 
of counties in the Joint Land Use Study that could launch by 
September and extend more than a year and a half. 

Five Eastern Shore counties are among the 10 asked to 
participate in the study, known as the JLUS. Caroline County 
has agreed to participate, and Dorchester County was 
scheduled to decide this week, Clark said. The Wicomico 
County Council is scheduled to discuss the proposal on May 1, 
he said. 

Patuxent officials discussed the proposed study with 
Somerset County Commissioners on Tuesday, saying that 

participating counties would develop a chapter in a published 
report. 

Christopher Jarboe, a team leader for Atlantic test ranges 
at Patuxent, said a separate study is under way to determine 
the impact of proposed Somerset County wind turbines on 
military radar at Patuxent. 

The JLUS could trigger recommendations to relocate 
onshore wind farms currently proposed for the southwest side 
of the county. The effect of proposed onshore wind farms on 
air station radar equipment concerns the military, as Somerset 
officials court energy firms scouting the region to erect 
turbines 300 feet or taller. 

"Will the wind turbines affect radar?," Jarboe asked. 
"Folks who control radar say the answer is 'yes.' " 

Somerset County Commissioner Craig Mathies said he 
foresaw that JLUS results could force the county to rethink 
proposed wind farms. 

"There will be a wind turbine impact," Mathies said. "The 
study could have a significant impact on whether the county 
can proceed." 

The Department of Defense already has commissioned 
MIT to conduct a study of proposed turbine operations in 
Somerset. Gary Younger, Public Affairs Officer at Patuxent, 
said the MIT study would examine the effect of wind on the 
military radar. 
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39. Navy Attends Engineering Conference In Hawaii 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 19 APR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Jay C. Pugh, Commander, Navy Region Hawaii 
Public Affairs 

KAUAI, Hawaii -- The commander of Navy Region 
Hawaii discussed diversity at the 2012 Engineering Deans 
Institute (EDI) "Engineering: Transcending Boundaries" 
conference April 17, in Lihue, Kauai, Hawaii. 

The annual conference is sponsored by the American 
Society for Engineering Education (ASEE) and Peter Crouch, 
Dean of the College of Engineering at the University of 
Hawaii. The diversity panel consisted of five panelists from 
education institutions, government and non-profit agencies. 

According to the Office of Naval Research, students' 
declining interest in science, technology, engineering and 
mathematics (STEM) careers could adversely affect future 
operations and capabilities of the military, posing a challenge 
to the country's economic health and national defense. 

Engineering conferences, such as this one, help identify 
the risks of a lack of diversity and the solutions to overcome it. 

"I'm here because this gives me an opportunity to 
reinforce the Navy's commitment to diversity, education, 
community and technology to a very robust and capable 
workforce that can develop, operate and maintain our very 
technically advanced platforms. At the highest levels - from 
the commander-in-chief to the chief of naval operations - 
we've made that commitment, not only in word, but in action," 
said Rear Adm. Frank Ponds, commander, Navy Region 
Hawaii. "For the region of Hawaii, this is the gateway to the 
Asia-Pacific region, and we must understand the critical role 
we (the Navy) must play in the security and stability of the 
region. Our people... our most valuable resource... assures us 
of success." 

The annual ASEE EDI conference provided an 
opportunity for engineering deans, leaders and professionals to 
gather and discuss crucial issues facing their schools, colleges 
and professions. For three days, a single-stream program 
fosters dialogue between deans, industry leaders and those in 
important roles in research and government. Deans share best 
practices, learn about career prospects for their graduates and 
develop a voice for engineering education and the role of 
engineering in society. 

"The world is becoming increasingly technological. So, 
all persons in the world and the U.S., need to be equipped with 
enhanced technological literacy to deal with the many 
decisions that they will need to take and to appreciate the 
decisions that politicians are taking on their behalf. STEM 
education is therefore also becoming increasingly more 
important for the future workforce," said Crouch. 

According to Doug Goering, dean of Engineering and 
Mines, University of Alaska Fairbanks, in order to fix the 
problems with diversity in engineering students, mentors and 
educators need to break cultural barriers for incoming 
students. This starts at the K-12 levels through summer 
programs that engage students in hands-on activities, such as 
computer builds as well as providing a strong emphasis to 
academic achievement. 

Dr. Michael Kassner, director, Office of Research 
(Discovery and Invention) Office of Naval Research was one 
of the panelists at the diversity session. According to Kassner 
about 30 percent of American high school graduates are white 
while 80 percent of engineering graduates in college are white, 
demonstrating an obvious disparity in the socio-economic and 
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socio-geographic make-up of the engineering workforce in 
today's society. 

"We need diversity of not just ethnicity or gender, we 
need diversity of perspective. The Navy is committed to the 
diversity of intelligent thought," said Ponds. According to 
Kassner, ONR has 215 programs in place supporting the 

Navy's role in STEM, involving 31 commands, 75,000 
students and all 50 states. 

"The engineering workforce in the military is aging fast. 
So the military needs to recruit many more engineers. As 
noted above this means that we need to encourage more 
minority and women students to enter engineering education," 
said Crouch. 
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40. NAVFAC Hawaii Awards Contract For USMC Airfield Ops Complex At Kaneohe 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 19 APR 12) ... Denise Emsley, Naval Facilities Engineering Command, Hawaii 

PEARL HARBOR -- Naval Facilities Engineering 
Command (NAVFAC) Hawaii awarded a contract for a much 
needed airfield operations, air terminal complex, and aircraft 
rescue & fire station at Marine Corps Base Hawaii, Kaneohe 
to dck-ecc pacific guam, LLC, of Clairton, Pa., April 18. 

"Marine Corps Air Station (MCAS) Kaneohe currently 
operates from four separate facilities which are insufficient to 
meet our staff, equipment, and mission support requirements," 
said Jeff Telling, MCAS operations officer. "Many of the 
buildings were built in the 1940s and 1950s and are were not 
designed or do not comply with today's anti-terrorism and 
force protection requirements, as well as present day airfield 
safety clearance criteria." 

The award is a fixed-price task order for $46.6 million 
under a multiple award construction contract. Six proposals 
were received. 

The project includes the demolition of four buildings 
(#615, #1168, #6105 and #6026) to allow construction of a 
state-of-the-art complex comprised of two buildings - a 30,709 
sq. ft. MCAS Operations Complex and a 17,104 sq. ft. Aircraft 
Rescue & Fire Station. In addition, there will be paving and 
site improvements to the adjacent aircraft parking apron and 
ramps. 

The MCAS Operations Complex will maintain and 
operate airfield facilities of Marine Corps Base Hawaii in 
support of the readiness and global projection of operating 
forces. This command operations facility will include an 
aircraft passenger terminal, aircraft cargo terminal, air 
operations and administrative offices, command 
administrative offices, an operations center and various other 
support spaces. 

The Aircraft Rescue & Fire Station will provide fire 
protection to installation flight lines and aircraft including 
support for fire prevention education and training for flight 
line personnel. The facility will include five apparatus bays, 
administrative offices, storage and support areas, training, 
exercise and dorm areas, a dispatch tower and various other 
support spaces. 

Besides the two new buildings, the project includes 
paving and site improvements associated with the new 
operations complex including aircraft taxiway, parking aprons, 
aircraft grounding, ramps and paved shoulders. 

Sustainable design principles will be included in the 
design and construction of the facility so that it will achieve 
Leadership in Environmental and Energy Design (LEED) 
Silver certification through various energy and green 
initiatives. LEED is an internationally-recognized "green" 
building certification system, developed by the U.S. Green 
Building Council (USGBC) in March 2000. It is a point-based 
rating system which offers various levels for new construction 
in five "green" design categories: sustainable sites, water 
efficiency, energy and atmosphere, materials and resources 
and indoor environmental quality. 

"The new complex will centralize our assets, provide 
correctly sized and configured facilities which will assist in 
eliminating the constraints we currently operate under thereby 
making us much more efficient," said Telling. "Our working 
environment will be up to standard and a better working space 
for all personnel." 

The project is scheduled for completion in March 2014. 
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41. UFC Fighters Visit Lincoln 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 19 APR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist Seaman Mason D. Campbell, USS Abraham Lincoln Public 
Affairs 

USS ABRAHAM LINCOLN, At Sea -- Three Ultimate 
Fighting Championship (UFC) fighters visited the Nimitz-
class aircraft carrier USS Abraham Lincoln (CVN 72), April 
17. 

Rich "Ace" Franklin, Keith "The Dean of Mean" Jardine 
and Stephan "The American Psycho" Bonnar toured the ship, 
visited with Sailors, signed autographs for fans and gave a 
grappling demonstration in the ship's hangar bay. 

"It was awesome," said Aviation Boatswain's Mate 
(Equipment) Airman Recruit Chris Spires. "I've watched these 
guys since I was little, and they inspired me to start training in 
mixed martial arts (MMA). My buddies would never believe I 
actually got to meet these guys." 

Shortly after flying aboard, the fighters met with Rear 
Adm. Mike Shoemaker, commander, Carrier Strike Group 
(CSG) 9. After a quick briefing, the fighters visited crew 
members throughout the ship. 

"We were more than happy to visit Lincoln, especially 
because the UFC has always had strong support from service 
members," said Franklin. 

"It's great coming out here to the ships because everybody 
has been serving and working hard for so long," added 
Franklin. "If coming out here helps boost the morale, then it's 
the least I can do." 

Though the fighters were only on board for a few hours, 
they managed to make a lasting impression on a few Lincoln 
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Sailors. Airman Richard Gunther said he was excited to have 
the opportunity to meet some of his heroes. 

"The sport is so cool," said Gunther. "Everyone back 
home will be very excited when they see the pictures. This is 
one of the coolest experiences of my time in the Navy." 

Franklin is a former middleweight champion and is the 
co-creator of the Keep It in the Ring Foundation, a group that 
advocates nonviolence and character building for American 
youth. Jardine is a light heavyweight known for victories over 
Forrest Griffin and Chuck Liddell. Bonnar, also a light 
heavyweight, works as a personal trainer. 

Lincoln is the flagship for CSG 9, which also includes 
guided-missile cruiser USS Cape St. George (CG 71) and 
Destroyer Squadron 9, comprised of guided-missile destroyers 
USS Momsen (DDG 92) and USS Sterett (DDG 104). CSG 9 
and Carrier Air Wing (CVW) 2, embarked aboard Lincoln, are 
deployed to the 5th Fleet area of responsibility conducting 
maritime security operations, theater security cooperation 
efforts and support exercises in support of Operation Enduring 
Freedom. 
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42. Japan, U.S. Agree On Not Increasing Japan’s Share In Guam Relocation Cost 
(ASAHI SHIMBUN 19 APR 12) ... Nanae Kurashige 

The Japanese and U.S. governments reached a basic 
agreement on keeping the upper limit of Japan’s share in the 
cost of relocating the U.S. Marines in Okinawa to Guam at 
$2.8 billion, as agreed in 2006. Under the review of the U.S. 
Forces Japan realignment plans, Japan sought a reduction in 
this amount because the number of Marines to be moved from 
Okinawa to Guam will be reduced, while the U.S. side asked 
for an increase. The two sides arrived at a compromise by 
maintaining the previous upper limit. 

Prime Minister Yoshihiko Noda confirmed this policy 
with Foreign Minister Koichiro Gemba and Defense Minister 
Naoki Tanaka at a meeting on April 18. An interim report on 
the realignment plan review signed by the foreign affairs and 
defense ministers of the two countries will be issued as soon 
as April 25 after a mini-SSC (Security Subcommittee) meeting 
of deputy ministerial level foreign affairs and defense officials 
is held on April 19. However, the specific amount will not be 
included. 

Japan’s share in the Guam relocation cost has been the 
focus of Japan-U.S. talks ahead of the bilateral summit 
meeting scheduled for April 30. 

The U.S. side demanded an increase from $2.8 billion in 
the 2006 agreement to about $4.1 billion. However, the 
number of Marines moving from Okinawa to Guam will be 
reduced from the original 8,000 to 4,000, so Japan did not 
consent because “an increase would not be acceptable to the 
people,” according to a senior Ministry of Defense (MOD) 
official. 

In the end, the two governments reached a basic 
agreement on a major cut in the $10.27 billion allocation for 
infrastructure construction for Guam relocation but retaining 
the upper limit of Japan’s fiscal spending at $2.8 billion. Its 
contribution will include the cost of building a U.S. military 
base on the island of Tinian in the U.S. territory of the 

Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, on condition 
the Self-Defense Forces will use it for joint exercises. 

However, ahead of the drafting of the interim report, the 
U.S. suggested writing into the report the amount $3.1 billion, 
reflecting price increases after the original $2.8 billion was 
decided. While the Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MOFA), 
which wanted to wrap up negotiations before the Prime 
Minister’s U.S. visit, was positive about including this figure, 
the MOD maintained a cautious stance, saying “this will give 
the impression of an increase.” 

At this point, visiting U.S. Assistant Secretary of State 
(for East Asia and the Pacific) Kurt Campbell and 
Ambassador John Roos met with Defense Minister Tanaka, 
assistant to the prime minister Akihisa Nagashima, and former 
Defense Minister Toshimi Kitazawa on April 16. According to 
a Japanese government source, Campbell stressed that “this 
amount has to be written into the interim report for the Prime 
Minister’s visit to the U.S. to be successful,” demanding the 
inclusion of “$3.1 billion.” The Japanese side retorted with: 
“We should not conduct discussions hastily.” 

The meetings Campbell and others had with senior 
officials were meant as prodding from the U.S. side, but an 
aide to the Prime Minister said: “This is called intimidation in 
Japan.” Noda had dinner with Roos on the evening of April 16 
and told him that it would be difficult to include the specific 
amount. It was finally decided that the report will say that 
Japan will shoulder an appropriate share of the cost. 

Meanwhile, with regard to the return of land used for U.S. 
military facilities south of Kadena Air Base, the interim report 
will contain a plan broken down into details and order of 
priority for Camp Kuwae and four other sites but no specific 
dates for their return. It will say that the number of Marines to 
be relocated from Okinawa to overseas locations will be 
increased from the 8,000 agreed in 2006 to 9,000. 
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NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
43. Marines Open Infantry Training To Women 
(GOVERNMENT EXECUTIVE 19 APR 12) ... Kellie Lunney 

The Marine Corps will allow women to enroll in its 
infantry course for the first time in its more than 200-year 
history, according to news reports. 

The service is accepting female students this year into the 
school that trains officers to serve and lead troops in combat, 
according to a report Wednesday in The Marine Corps Times. 

Gen. Joseph Dunford, the Corps’ assistant commandant, told 
the newspaper that Marine Corps is recruiting volunteers. 
Prior to the announcement, women were not allowed to 
participate in the infantry training program. 
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Also, the Corps in May will begin considering women for 
400 positions in six battalions, including amphibious assault, 
artillery and combat assault. 

The Marine Corps is devising new physical fitness tests as 
a result of the change and is striving for “gender-neutral” 
standards, the news report said. It’s not yet clear how many 
women will participate, or the trajectory for those who 
successfully complete the program. 

The changes are part of a Defense Department review of 
the military’s policies on assigning women to combat roles. 
The initiatives are part of a “research effort in order to provide 
the commandant with meaningful data so that he can make a 
fact-based recommendation to the senior leadership of DoD 
and Congress,” said Corps’ spokesman Capt. Kevin Shultz, in 
an email. 

“This is an important issue, which will lead to a lot of 
debate; therefore, these experiences and opinions will be 
invaluable to our senior leaders,” Shultz said. “We owe it to 
the Corps and to the American people to have a rational, open-

minded, and, most importantly, fact-based discussion on this 
issue. Finally, the commandant expects all leaders to be fully 
committed to providing every Marine the opportunity to 
compete and excel.” 

In February, the Defense removed restrictions preventing 
women from serving in certain combat roles in the military. 
That move opened up 14,000 jobs for women at the battalion 
level, mostly affecting women serving in the Army and 
Marine Corps. In March 2011, the Military Leadership 
Diversity Commission called on the Pentagon to scrap the 
policy that prevents women from serving in combat roles. The 
Congressional Research Service issued similar 
recommendation last November. 

In 1994, the Pentagon established a departmentwide rule 
that excluded women from direct ground combat assignments 
to units below the brigade level. But that policy does not 
preclude women from being involved in ground combat. As a 
practical matter, women still have experienced combat as a 
part of attached units, in various jobs such as drivers. 
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44. VA To Hire 1,900 Mental Health Workers 
(WASHINGTON POST 20 APR 12) ... Steve Vogel 

Under pressure to reduce the long waits that many 
veterans face for mental health care, the Department of 
Veterans Affairs announced Thursday that it will hire 1,900 
mental health workers, an increase of more than 9 percent. 

The new positions include 1,600 clinicians, among them 
nurses, psychiatrists, psychologists and social workers, as well 
as nearly 300 support staff. 

Sen. Patty Murray (D-Wash.), called the new positions 
“desperately needed” given the high suicide rates among 
veterans and the influx of service members returning from Iraq 
and Afghanistan seeking mental health care. 

“Too often, we have seen staff vacancies, scheduling 
delays and red tape leave those veterans who have been brave 
enough to seek help in the first place left with nowhere to 
turn,” said Murray, who chairs the Senate Veterans’ Affairs 
Committee. 

Veterans diagnosed with post-traumatic stress disorder 
and other mental health conditions often must wait weeks or 
months for care, delaying treatment that may prevent some 
from taking their own lives, according to testimony at 
congressional hearings last year. 

“These are wounds that cannot wait,” Rep. Jeff Miller (R-
Fla.), chairman of the House Committee on Veterans’ Affairs, 
said in a statement. 

The announcement comes in advance of the release next 
week of a VA inspector general’s report, requested by Murray, 
examining the long wait times. 

Last year, the VA provided mental health services to 1.3 
million veterans, an increase of 35 percent from 2007. The 
department said it will use funds from the current budget to 
begin recruitment for the new positions immediately. 

“As the tide of war recedes, we have the opportunity, and 
the responsibility, to anticipate the needs of returning 
veterans,” Secretary of Veterans Affairs Eric K. Shinseki said 
in a statement announcing the increase. 

Some VA facilities have vacancy rates as high as 23 
percent for mental health practitioners, according to Miller’s 
office. A survey of VA mental health workers last year found 

that more than 70 percent of respondents believed they lacked 
the staff and space to meet the needs of veterans seeking care. 

The VA is working to fill the gaps at facilities that need 
more mental health staff, according to the department. 

While he described the VA action as “a start,” Miller said 
the department needs to do much more to “address gaps in 
services and ensure veterans undergoing treatment are not lost 
in the system.” 

Better training is needed for VA workers who are the first 
point of contact for veterans suffering from PTSD in order to 
better identify those who are at risk of suicide, Miller added. 

Miller wants the VA to submit detailed information 
accounting for how it is spending money allocated for mental 
health care. 

The VA also has a growing backlog of disability claims. 
The number of pending claims filed by veterans with the VA 
stood at 903,000 this week, up 50,000 from January and an 
increase of about a half-million from three years ago. 

The rising numbers are driven by claims from veterans 
returning from Iraq and Afghanistan with complex injuries as 
well as those from Vietnam veterans, who now face fewer 
barriers to filing Agent Orange-related claims as a result of a 
recent policy change. 

“The tidal wave of claims coming in on VA is putting 
unprecedented demand on VA,” Paul Sullivan, representing 
the National Organization of Veterans’ Advocates, said 
Wednesday at a House veterans committee hearing. 

“When VA focuses attention on expediting new claims, 
VA exacerbates the already bad situation by increasing the 
error rate, leading to even more appeals and even longer 
delays,” Sullivan added. 

At the hearing, Rep. Silvestre Reyes (D-Tex.) expressed 
concern that the VA has a culture that “overemphasizes 
quantity over quality.” 

But Thomas J. Murphy, director of compensation services 
for the VA’s Veterans Benefits Administration, testified that 
the VBA is implementing a series of training, processing and 
technological improvements aimed to meet the department’s 
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goal of processing all claims within 125 days with 98 percent 
accuracy by 2015. The changes include a move from a paper-
based system to electronic processing. 

“We are confident that we are on the right path to deliver 
more timely and accurate benefits decisions to our nation’s 
veterans,” Murphy said. 
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45. Nelson Asks Navy To Name Ship After P.C. 
(PANAMA CITY NEWS HERALD 19 APR 12) ... Randal Yakey 

PANAMA CITY — A Navy ship could represent Panama 
City in the near future. 

U.S. Bill Nelson has written to Secretary of the Navy Ray 
Mabus and requested to have a Navy ship be named after 
Panama City. 

According to a letter dated Thursday, “Panama City has a 
long history in Mine Warfare beginning in 1945 when the 
Navy moved the U.S. Navy Mine Countermeasures Station to 
Florida.” 

The mission, size and responsibilities for this major 
research, development, test and evaluation laboratory for the 
Navy have continually expanded to meet the increasing 
requirements for the military, according to the letter. 

Most recently, this wealth of local experience in the 
engineering and scientific disciplines has been a key 
contributor to development of the Littoral Combat Ship Mine 
Hunting and Mine Neutralization missions, the letter 
continued. 

“If leadership decides a ship of the line is to be named 
Panama City we would, of course, be elated,” said Naval 

Surface Warfare Center Panama City Division Commanding 
Officer Capt. Scott Pratt, United States Navy. 

“It would be a positive reflection of the mutual respect 
and cooperation the community and our base personnel have 
enjoyed since the day the base gates opened in 1945. Our 
service members, civilian employees, and their families are a 
major part of this community, and we have a vested interest in 
its health because we live, work and play in this community, 
too.” 

Panama City hosts Tyndall Air Force Base and Naval 
Support Activity Panama City, and the Greater Northwest 
Florida community is home to Eglin Air Force Base, Hulburt 
Field, NAS Whiting Field and is home of the Navy Explosive 
Ordinance Device schoolhouse and the NAS Pensacola. 

The Navy plans to build 16 Littoral Combat Ships over 
the next five years. The Littoral was designed to operate in 
dangerous shallow or near-shore waters while in enemy seas. 
The ship is able to drift close to shore, launch drone or 
helicopter assault teams like the one that took down Osama 
bin Laden and swiftly evacuate from the shoreline after the 
mission is done. 
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46. Select NSA Crane Trees To Help Repair 'Old Ironsides' 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 19 APR 12) ... Bill Couch, Naval Facilities Engineering Command Midwest Public Affairs 

CRANE, Ind. -- Representatives from the Boston Navy 
Yard assessed specially designated trees at Naval Support 
Activity (NSA) Crane April 17 and 18 in preparation for the 
next planned dry-docking repair of USS Constitution, the 
world's oldest commissioned warship afloat. 

Foreman Dwight Demilt, ship restorer and Robert 
Murphy production manager, Naval History and Heritage 
Command's Boston Detachment hiked to see several dozen 
white oak trees dispersed around the heavily forested 63,000-
acre base in southern Indiana to determine which might be 
suitable for repairing the unique warship. 

"I'm very satisfied with the trees I've seen here," said 
Demilt, a former Navy machinery repairman who also 
supported Constitution's last dry-docking repair availability 
from 1991 to 1995 at the 211-year old former Navy shipyard, 
now part of Boston National Historical Park, which maintains 
Constitution. 

"We're eager to support you," said Cmdr. James Stewart, 
commanding officer of NSA Crane, to the visiting ship 
restorers. "The ship is such a big deal, such an important part 
of the Navy's heritage, and Crane is very proud to have this tie 
to Constitution and the 200th anniversary of the War of 1812." 

Although the actual dry-docking and repair is planned for 
2014 through 2018, now was the time to begin the long 
process of identifying suitable trees, harvesting, milling, 
shaping and finally installing them to match Old Ironsides' 
original white oak. 

Trent Osmon, forestry program manager for Naval 
Facilities Engineering Command (NAVFAC) Midwest's 

Public Works Department (PWD) Crane environmental 
division, believes the timing will be critical. 

"We have a limited window each year to harvest timber 
here because Crane's forest is also a home for the endangered 
Indiana Bat," said Osmon, who manages the base's 53,000 
acres of forest. "In order to have the 70 or so trees cut and 
ready for repair work, we need to set things in motion now." 

Crane's forest, the largest contiguous forest under single 
ownership in Indiana, currently includes nearly 150 GPS-
located mature white oaks set aside for future use by 
Constitution. 

Crane's white oak trees will be used to replace 
deteriorated hull planking and supporting structures called 
"knees" on Old Ironsides, said Murphy and Demilt, restoring 
the ship's hull with the same kind of wood used to build the 
ship in 1797. 

Constitution earned the nickname "Old Ironsides" while 
engaging British ships during the War of 1812. British Sailors 
observed cannon balls bouncing off Constitution's hull and 
exclaimed her sides must have been made of iron. 

Demilt explained that Constitution's resilience comes 
from a revolutionary design by ship builder Joshua 
Humphreys, called "frame and space." 

"The ship's hull was never penetrated by cannon fire 
because it has an outer layer of white oak hull planking up to 
seven inches thick, on top of 12 inches of live oak frames, 
followed by an inner layer of white oak planking up to five 
inches thick," said Demilt. "And unlike the walls of a house, 
there are only two inches between pairs of live oak frame. 
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That means there are essentially 24 inches of extremely strong 
wood along the entire length of the hull." 

For the upcoming repairs, most hull planks will be 30 to 
40 feet long and six inches thick, and must have no defects, 
making them not only unique to handle, but very difficult to 
find, according to Murphy. 

"There's no market for sawn logs this long, except for 
maintaining the handful of wooden tall ships in the world," 
said Murphy. 

"It's really something to bring in craftsmen to work on 
something like this," said Demilt. "For the four years of this 
repair availability, we'll hopefully add 20 wood workers and 
ship builders to our normal 25-person workforce. But most 
will have never even seen a 40-foot plank, much less worked 
with one. There will be some on-the-job learning to do 
something like this." 

Demilt explained that even after more than 200 years, 
around 12 percent of Constitution's wood is original. 

"The keel, the bottom frames, and probably the bottom 13 
planks of the hull have never had to be replaced," he said. 

According to Osmon's research, white oak trees at Crane 
were first approved to be set aside in November 1973, 
following work on Constitution with lumber purchased from 
the private sector, which proved to be very expensive, as white 
oak of that size is very valuable. 

"White oak is one of the more sought-after timber species 
for its attractive grain and color, and is mainly used nowadays 
for veneers," said PWD Crane forester Rhett Steele. 

A grove of trees at Crane was officially named 
"Constitution Grove" May 8, 1976, during the United States' 
bicentennial. This small ceremonial area of trees includes a 
few white oaks and provides visitors a representation of the 
base's widely dispersed inventory of the species. 

Osmon said that Crane and NAVFAC have continued to 
support the ship over the years, including for its bicentennial. 

"In preparation for the ship's 200th birthday in 1997, the 
ship was brought into dry dock for repairs in 1991," said 
Osmon. "When they brought her up, she was in need of more 
work than originally thought, so Crane was contacted to see if 
any timber could be provided. The trees set aside in the 
Constitution oak groves, originally intended for use in 2013 at 
the earliest, had not yet reached their full potential, so then-
forester Terry Hobson located all the suitable white oak trees 
scattered throughout the base and chose the very best to send. 
The first trees were sent to Boston in December of 1991, and 
by November of 1994, 78 had been sent." 

Osmon was pleased with how the visit went. 
"I was a little nervous leading up to this visit," said 

Osmon. "I was hoping these trees, which we're very proud of, 
would meet Constitution's requirements. But now I feel great 
knowing we'll be supporting something that's so important to 
the Navy and, in a larger sense, the country. Coming during 
the bicentennial of the War of 1812 makes this even more 
special." 

Return to Index 
 

47. Real 'Seaviper' Crew 
World War II Veterans Served Aboard Submarine USS Drum 
(MOBILE PRESS-REGISTER 18 APR 12) ... Mike Brantley 

MOBILE, Alabama -- The real-life Word War II 
submarine USS Drum has a starring role in the new 
independent action film "USS Seaviper," which premieres 
Friday at downtown's Crescent Theater. 

Every year for many years, men who actually served 
aboard the Drum on the boat's Pacific missions during the 
1940s have come to Mobile to reunite. The accompanying 
Press-Register videos feature interviews with some of the 
Drum crewmen, as well as with former submariners and 
supporters who have worked to restore the aging relic. 

Commissioned by the U.S. Navy in 1941, the Gato-class 
submarine was used extensively in filming of the "USS 
Seaviper" war feature during 2009 at Battleship Memorial 
Park in Mobile, where the Drum is an attraction along with the 
battleship USS Alabama. 

On the movie screen, the "USS Seaviper" tells the story of 
a top-secret mission to rescue a downed American airplane 
pilot as German and Japanese forces are discovered together 
on a Pacific island. In the story, the Germans have delivered a 
deadly cargo to the Japanese. 

The "USS Seaviper" cast includes Timothy Large as 
Chief Keenan and Steve Roth as the submarine's commanding 
officer, Capt. Horatio Culpepper. 

Battleship Memorial Park has been useful to other film 
and television projects over the years, but it has been the USS 
Alabama getting most of the screen time. Notably, the 
battleship stood in for a modern naval warship in the 1992 

action film "Under Siege," which stars Steven Seagal, Tommy 
Lee Jones and Gary Busey. 

Touring The World War II-Era Submarine USS 
Drum 

Tom Bowser, a volunteer helping to restore the diesel 
submarine USS Drum, takes viewers on a tour of the World 
War II-era vessel in this video. The submarine is among the 
attractions at Battleship Memorial Park in Mobile, Ala. -- 
home to the battleship USS Alabama and numerous military 
aircraft. The USS Drum received 12 battle stars during World 
War II and is credited with sinking 15 ships. The submarine 
was donated to the USS Alabama Battleship Commission in 
1969. 

View Clip (RT: 6:02) 
Submarine Veterans Back On Duty To Restore World 

War II-Era USS Drum 
For 12 years, maintenance technician/chief of the boat 

Lesley Waters and submarine veteran Tom Bowser have 
worked tirelessly to restore the USS Drum and to raise funds 
to assist in their efforts at Battleship Memorial Park in Mobile, 
Ala. Along with the battleship USS Alabama, the Drum has a 
starring role at the military-themed park, a top tourist 
attraction for Mobile. This video also captures other veterans 
of the U.S. Navy submarine service volunteering their services 
to preserve the Drum. 

View Clip (RT: 5:44) 
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USS Drum Crew Members Talk About Life Aboard 

The World War II Submarine 
This Press-Register video is the third in a series about the 

USS Drum, a World War II-era American submarine that 
received 12 battle stars and is credited with sinking 15 enemy 
ships. The submarine is a museum attraction at Battleship 

Memorial Park in Mobile, which is also home to the battleship 
USS Alabama and numerous military aircraft and other 
exhibits. In this video, surviving members of the Drum crew 
talk about their days aboard the submarine as they participate 
in the most recent crew reunion. 

View Clip (RT: 5:44) 
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48. Taking Aim At Hollywood 
Navy Weapons Expert Tutors Rihanna For New Film 
(NAVY TIMES 23 APR 12) ... Jon R. Anderson 

When the guy came up to Jackie Carrizosa and asked if he 
could take a picture of her, the gunner’s mate assigned to the 
San Diego-based aircraft carrier Ronald Reagan didn’t think 
much of it. 

In Hawaii at the time for international exercises, 
Carrizosa was captaining the Reagan’s soccer team in a 
tournament of ships’ crews when the same guy emailed her 
the picture a few weeks later and asked if she wanted to help 
him with a movie he was making with singer Rihanna. 

Carrizosa didn’t know what to think. 
“I wrote back — after I read it a couple times — and told 

him there’s no way I could do it,” she says. “I’m active-duty 
Navy and currently deployed. I’m underway right now. He 
wrote me back and said, ‘Don’t worry, I have friends on your 
ship.'" The guy was producer-director Peter Berg, whose 
projects have included everything from “Hancock” to “Friday 
Night Lights” — and Carrizosa soon had permission to take 
30 days of leave to train Rihanna on how to play a Navy 
weapons expert in “Battleship,” the Barbados-born pop star’s 
first big-screen role. 

“She was awesome. She loved the guns,” says Carrizosa 
of her high-profile trainee. 

“We were working every day from sunrise to sunset. I 
taught her the same things I would teach my own 
subordinates, and tried to put everything in perspective for 
her,” says the 22-year-old Carrizosa, who recently left the 
Navy as a gunner’s mate second class and is working as a 
weapons instructor at a gun range in Las Vegas. 

Rihanna describes her mentor as a “badass chick … I was 
playing what she does in real life.” “Battleship,” which opens 
May 18, also stars Alexander Skarsgard, Brooklyn Decker and 
Liam Neeson. It pits the military against an invading alien 
armada. Carrizosa was just one of dozens of current and 
former troops recruited to help with the $200 million film. 

“I have a good relationship with the Department of 
Defense, and they know I love soldiers and that I respect the 
warrior spirit,” Berg says. “As a result, they’ve opened up 
their doors to us in fairly unprecedented ways.” The crew of 
the destroyer John Paul Jones, among other Navy ships and 
Marine Corps units, appears in the film. 

The film was shot mostly in Hawaii, but several dozen 
wounded troops served as extras during a one-day shoot at San 
Antonio’s Center for the Intrepid, a rehabilitation center that 
treats military amputees and burn victims. 

Berg was so impressed with one soldier, originally cast as 
an extra, that he expanded the role. 

Army Col. Greg Gadson, who lost both legs in Baghdad 
and now serves as the director of the Army’s Wounded 
Warrior program, plays Army Special Forces officer Mick 
Canales. 

Broadcast Clip - Battleship - Modern Navy 
(YOUTUBE 19 APR 12) U.S. Navy 
It is rare that the look and feel of the modern Navy is 

accurately captured on the big screen. See how producers of 
the movie "Battleship" worked directly with Navy Sailors to 
ensure an accurate portrayal of the Navy fleet in combat. 

View Clip (RT: 1:17) 
Return to Index 
 
 

OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
49. Escalating A Major Power Rivalry From Down Under 
(NEW STRAITS TIMES (MALAYSIA) 19 APR 12) ... Shahriman Lockman 

Do they still expect us to think that none of this is about 
China? Earlier this month, Australia welcomed the first batch 
of United States Marines for rotational deployment in the 
country's Northern Territory. And a week before that, reports 
emerged that the Australian territory of Cocos Islands was 
being contemplated as a base for U.S. surveillance flights in 
the Indian Ocean and the South China Sea. 

According to U.S. Ambassador to Australia Jeffrey 
Bleich, "there's this kind of sexy, fun narrative that you hear 
from pundits and others trying to suggest this is about China, 
but it's not". Few people, however, are persuaded by the 
ambassador's denial. 

Instead, there is growing concern that the strengthening of 
the Australia-U.S. alliance portends a ramping up of the 
rivalry between the U.S. and China. 

There is, of course, nothing inherently wrong with 
responding to the ongoing shifts in Asia's balance of power. 
Just as it is legitimate for China to build a military that 
matches its economic might, we should expect its 
neighbouring countries to try to manage the strategic risks of 
having a rising military power in the region. 

For instance, there is little doubt that Vietnam's recent 
purchase of six Kilo-class submarines from Russia is meant to 
deter China, particularly in the disputed waters of the South 
China Sea. And following its present naval standoff with 
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China in Scarborough Shoal, the Philippines will almost 
certainly modernise its navy and air force with greater 
urgency. China's strategic planners must surely have come to 
expect such responses in its immediate region. 

Yet, there is something reckless and unnerving about how 
fast and how much the U.S. military presence in Australia is 
expected to grow. According to Professor Hugh White of the 
Australian National University, the plan "amounts to the 
biggest expansion of American interest in military access to 
Australia since World War 2". 

Indeed, prior to the arrival of the Marines earlier this 
month, the U.S. military footprint in Australia was negligible. 
In the past decade, American presence under the auspices of 
the Australia-U.S. alliance was probably limited to the 
personnel assigned to the ground control station at Pine Gap, 
near Alice Springs, which receives data from U.S. spy 
satellites that hover over the Indian Ocean (and possibly 
Indonesia). 

So consider what is in store. By 2016, the number of U.S. 
Marines is expected to grow from 180 at present to 2,500. By 
that stage, they would have become a full Marine Air-Ground 
Task Force, which means that they will have all the personnel 
and equipment necessary to conduct military operations 
independently. 

At RAAF Tindal, an Australian air force base near the 
town of Katherine in the Northern Territory, the U.S. is likely 
to station F/A-18 combat air-craft and C-17 military transport 
planes. 

Furthermore, U.S. aircraft carriers and nuclear-powered 
submarines will make greater use of HMAS Stirling, a naval 
base near Perth. 

And at the Cocos Islands, the U.S. is apparently interested 
in deploying the Global Hawk, a high-altitude surveillance 
drone (though discussions about this are apparently still at an 
early stage). 

Supporters of this plan claim that the presence of U.S. 
troops in Australia will improve regional responses to natural 
disasters. True, the U.S. can play a crucial role in providing 
emergency aid, as demonstrated during the Indian Ocean 
Tsunami of 2004. But it is hard to argue that combat aircraft 
and submarines will have any role to play in such scenarios. 

Instead, what this plan is likely to do is to raise China's 
suspicions that the U.S. and its allies are laying the 
groundwork for an escalation of tensions -- no matter how 
improbable that may seem to us. In response, China will 
probably seek to further strengthen its military capabilities, 
including in the South China Sea. 

And that will make it even more difficult to manage 
tensions in those disputed waters, which have reached 
dangerous peaks in recent years. In short, an expanded U.S. 
military presence in Australia is likely to instigate greater 
mistrust in the region. 

The U.S. has played a stabilising role in Asia. And many 
countries wish to see the U.S. maintain its strategic presence 
in the region. But some restraint is necessary, especially when 
an escalation of major-power rivalry is a real possibility. 
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50. India Missile Fires Nuclear Ambition 
(FINANCIAL TIMES (UK) 20 APR 12) ... Editorial 

The west has long turned a blind eye to India's nuclear 
weapons programme. But with the testing of a long-range 
missile capable of striking Beijing and Shanghai it is no longer 
possible to ignore New Delhi's ambitions. 

The Agni V – named for the Hindu god of fire – has been 
built to travel more than 5,000km while carrying a 1.5 tonne 
nuclear warhead. India now joins an elite group of nations 
capable of deploying intercontinental ballistic missiles. This 
would have made it a nuclear power to be reckoned with, even 
without the commissioning earlier this month of a second 
atomic submarine. 

India’s nuclear build-up marks a significant strategic shift 
in the region. For decades its missiles have been designed with 
Pakistan in mind. Today relations with its old enemy are 
improving and the focus of tensions is shifting eastward. 
China’s accelerated build-up of military infrastructure across 
south Asia – including along the disputed Himalayan border – 
has drawn attention to the relatively poor state of India’s 
defences. With the long-range missile, India now has a 
credible second-strike capability. 

This will raise concerns in the international community, 
given that India steadfastly refuses to sign the nuclear non-

proliferation treaty. But ever since Washington granted India 
access to civil nuclear technology in 2008, the treaty’s force 
has been weakened. 

In fact, India’s build-up is being watched with a benign 
eye by those who see it as a useful counterweight to China’s 
rising military power in south Asia. This is bolstered by New 
Delhi’s insistence that it would never be the aggressor. Its 
respectable record on proliferation adds confidence that India 
is an exception among those who have also refused to sign the 
treaty. 

Now that India is a member of the long-range missile 
club, it makes sense to step up pressure over its refusal to sign 
the NPT. Yet the unfortunate truth is that the stance is unlikely 
to change. Domestic opposition is entrenched. But the 
international community could take some useful first steps to 
bring India in line with the treaty’s aims. New Delhi has 
already implemented safeguards that qualify it for membership 
of the Nuclear Suppliers Group and the Missile Technology 
Control Regime. If the treaty is a step too far, then 
membership of these bodies is the next best option. It is better 
to have India halfway in the non-proliferation community than 
outside. 
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51. Reverse Thrust 
The prime minister is set to announce another embarrassing U-turn 
(THE ECONOMIST 21 APR 12) ... Editorial 

“When the facts change, I change my mind. What do you 
do, sir?” asked John Maynard Keynes. David Cameron might 

feel like quoting the great economist when he tells Parliament, 
as now seems almost certain, that the government is reversing 
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its decision to buy the aircraft-carrier version of the Joint 
Strike Fighter, the F-35C, rather than the F-35B variant 
originally ordered by Labour in the 1990s. 

The switch to the F-35C, part of the budget-cutting 
Strategic Defence and Security Review published in October 
2010, seemed like a good idea at the time. Mr Cameron 
pointed out that the plane not only boasted a greater range and 
more weapons, but would have 25% lower operating costs 
during its service life. 

Unlike the F-35B, which can land vertically, the F-35C 
requires a catapult to launch it from the deck of a carrier and 
an arrester to catch it when it lands. What made it possible to 
opt for the more capable plane was the accompanying decision 
to fit one of the two new carriers under construction with “cats 
and traps”. Part of the reasoning was to allow joint operations 
with French and American carriers—something the defence 
secretary at the time, Liam Fox, set great store by. Although 
the first of the two carriers would operate only helicopters and 
would be mothballed as soon as the second entered service in 
2018, the prospect of being able to mix and match with 
France’s aircraft-carrier was deemed crucial, enabling both 
countries to have a continuous, albeit shared, carrier presence 
at sea. When, in early 2011, America’s then-defence secretary, 
Robert Gates, placed the F-35B on “probation”, putting it at 
risk of cancellation because of its poor performance in testing, 
the decision seemed vindicated. 

By then, however, estimates of the cost of the kit needed 
to allow the F-35C to take off and land had soared. Rather 
than the old-style steam-driven catapults that require bulky 

kettles, the Prince of Wales, as the new ship was to be called, 
was to get an untried electromagnetic system being developed 
for America’s new Ford-class carriers. The original cost 
estimate was about £400m ($640m), but is now said to have 
risen to £1.8 billion—money that would have to be found 
quickly by Philip Hammond, Dr Fox’s more cautious 
successor, from a tight defence budget if contracts were to be 
placed in time. 

Almost as troubling were the technical snags the F-35C 
had started to hit, just as the B variant was coming good and 
being taken out of probation. Because of the F-35’s radar-
cheating “stealth” design, the plane’s arrester hook was in the 
wrong place, raising the danger that it would fail to catch the 
wire on landing. A redesign would mean leaving Britain 
without carrier strike capability until 2025—a big 
embarrassment. Finally, it emerged that the F-35C would be 
too heavy to land on the deck of France’s Charles de Gaulle. 

Switching back to the F-35B will in many ways be a relief 
to the air force and the navy who, after decades of experience 
with the Harrier jump jet (controversially taken out of service 
by the defence review) will be returning to an operational 
comfort zone. It also leaves open the option of operating two 
carriers rather than just one. But the downside remains: the B 
variant has half the range and a third of the payload of the F-
35C. Joint operations with allies, deemed vital 18 months ago, 
are scuppered. Given the importance of these decisions—
Britain will have to live with them for the next 40 years—the 
seesawing and lack of transparency is disturbing. 
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52. Japan Flexing Its Military Muscle 
(CHINA DAILY 20 APR 12) ... Cai Hong 

Japan is building its military muscle to play a bigger role 
in Asia and the rest of the world, and it is making its military 
might more visible. Japan changed its defense policy last 
December to allow Japanese companies to export weapons 
and collaborate with countries other than its main ally, the 
U.S. 

During British Prime Minister David Cameron’s visit to 
Tokyo last week, it inked a deal with Britain on jointly 
developing and building defense equipment. It was Japan’s 
first weapons-building covenant with a country other than the 
United States since the World War II. 

Japan’s desire to build up its military strength has been 
fueled by the pivoting of the U.S.’ strategic focus to the Asia-
Pacific region. 

In January U.S. President Barack Obama outlined a new 
national defense strategy refocusing on what he described as a 
smaller, more agile force across Asia, the Pacific and the 
Middle East in line with the country’s planned cuts in defense 
spending. The new defense strategy called on U.S. allies to 
boost their military roles in the years ahead. 

Japan and the U.S. have jointly conducted weapons 
research and development to step up their security alliance, 
but that’s not enough as Japan is expected to play a greater 
role in international peacekeeping, humanitarian support and 
to contribute to anti-piracy and anti-terrorism efforts, Chief 
Cabinet Secretary Osamu Fujimura said. 

The easing of the ban allows Japanese defense contractors 
to get access to cutting-edge weapons technology from other 
countries. 

“We should acquire the most advanced defense 
technology to upgrade the capability of Japanese defense 
industry and cut production costs by pursuing international 
joint development and production of defense equipment,” 
Fujimura said. 

The joint development deal between Japan and Britain is 
the first step. 

Although Japan’s Constitution forbids offensive military 
operations, Japan has quietly built one of the most capable 
armed forces in the world. It has more than 250,000 men and 
women in uniform and its annual defense budget is about $56 
billion, among the six largest in the world. 

Japan is also extending its military presence overseas and 
focusing on the operational flexibility of its forces. 

Japan managed to send the Maritime Self-defense Force 
to the sea off Somalia in 2009 by using the pretext of 
“counter-piracy” actions in the region. 

Now Japan’s Maritime Self-Defense Force has 
established its first overseas military base in Djibouti since 
World War II in the name of fighting piracy. 

Djibouti rests at the confluence of the Red Sea and the 
Gulf of Aden, across from strife-torn Yemen, and borders the 
northwest corner of equally conflict-ridden Somalia. The 
narrow span of water separating it from Yemen is the gateway 
for all maritime traffic passing between the Mediterranean Sea 
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and the Indian Ocean via the Suez Canal, the Red Sea, the 
Gulf of Aden and the Arabian Sea. 

However, the Japanese Constitution does not allow the 
SDF to be sent abroad even to “counter” pirates. This is clear 
from the official government interpretation that the SDF is the 
minimum unit of organized force to defend Japan. 

In a further move to flex its military muscle, Japan’s 
Foreign Ministry is also planning to dispatch officials to the 
Philippines in May to determine the type and number of patrol 
vessels to be sent to the country, according to Kyodo News. 

The government is considering providing the Philippines 
with patrol vessels and a sea-ground communications system 
as part of its official development assistance 

Using China’s growth as an excuse, Japan is raising the 
capabilities of its forces and moving further away from the 
principles of its pacifist constitution. 

This is no good news for the victim nations of Japanese 
military aggression during World War II. 
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53. Pentagon Response On Rape In Military Not Enough 
(SAN FRANCISCO CHRONICLE 20 APR 12) ... Editorial 

Female service members who suffered rape and sexual 
assault from their fellow soldiers have been further victimized 
by indifference from the Pentagon. Defense Secretary Leon 
Panetta acknowledged as much Monday. 

In a much-needed and long-awaited response to the 
problem, Panetta announced to members of Congress a series 
of incremental policy changes on reporting, investigating and 
prosecuting rapes. "I will change the way they are handled," 
he said. 

It's a tiny start. Yet, without changes to the military justice 
system and the chain of command, which leaves discretion 
about reporting and punishment of rapes and sexual assaults 
up to an individual rather than a legal process, such assaults 
will continue. 

Last Friday, the Department of Defense released its 
annual report on sexual assault within the military. Reports of 
rapes and sexual assaults among active duty personnel in fiscal 
year 2011 increased slightly, while punishments and 
convictions decreased. Rep. Jackie Speier, D-Hillsborough, a 
member of the House Armed Services Committee who has 
proposed legislation to change the way the military handles 
sexual assault, summed up the report as "regrettably, more of 
the same." 

Despite increasing spending on sexual assault prevention 
and training, and maintaining a special victims unit since 
2009, the Department of Defense is not seeing the number of 

rapes and assaults go down. Only 2,412 sexual assaults were 
reported of an estimated 19,000, and only 191, or 8 percent, 
resulted in a conviction. Most of the rapes occurred stateside, 
not in overseas deployments. 

Military justice is prosecuted very differently than in the 
civilian justice system, which has a process and sentencing 
guidelines for rape. Courts-martial are the most severe 
punishment. Other cases may result in nonjudicial 
punishments - a service member is docked pay, he is demoted 
or confined. A commander even could reverse a punishment 
after conviction. Punishments vary widely. 

Take the story of Marine Lt. Ariana Klay, who was gang 
raped by fellow service members, including one of the 191 
convicted last year. He spent 45 days in the brig for adultery 
and indecent language, and was paid $7,000 a month while 
incarcerated, according to Protect Our Defenders, an advocacy 
group for military rape victims. 

Despite admonitions that the military has zero tolerance 
for rape, the military system supports a culture that values 
"military character" over justice for victims. Unlike the 
civilian system, the defense may cross-examine victims and 
previous sexual conduct is admissible evidence. It's no wonder 
so few victims report the crime. 

Speier would place the reporting, investigation and victim 
care under a new, and autonomous, office comprised of 
civilian and military experts - a policy much overdue. 
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This Week in the War of 1812: 
On Aug. 24, 1814, after defeating the Americans at the Battle of Bladensburg, British forces led by Maj. 
Gen. Robert Ross invaded Washington, D.C. and many public buildings, including the White House and U.S. 
Capitol, were burned and almost destroyed. Only a few days earlier, American forces burned the Washington 
Navy Yard and destroyed stores, ammunition and two warships, USS Colombia and USS Argus, to prevent 
them from falling into British possession. The British occupation of Washington, D.C. lasted 26 hours and 
was the only time since the Revolutionary War that a foreign nation was able to capture  and occupy the 
nation's Capitol. For more information on the War of 1812, visit hhttttpp::////wwwwww..oouurrffllaaggwwaassssttiilllltthheerree..oorrgg// 
 

TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Can The Navy Really Go Green? 
Navy Secretary Ray Mabus is betting that the service will get half its energy from renewables by2020 
(FORTUNE MAGAZINE 03 SEP 12) ... Brian Dumaine 

Even with my helmet on, the roar inside the Grumman C-2A Greyhound is deafening. The twin-prop Navy plane is 100 miles 
north of Oahu, flying toward the carrier USS Nimitz, which is slicing through the Pacific at 30 knots. 

 
2. Secretary Of Defense Panetta To Visit Stennis Sailors Wednesday 
(KITSAP (WA) SUN 17 AUG 12) ... Ed Friedrich 

BREMERTON — Secretary of Defense Leon Panetta will visit USS John C. Stennis on Wednesday to meet with service 
members ahead of their deployment late this month to the Middle East. 

 
3. Panetta Prods Karzai On Afghan 'Insider' Killings 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 19 AUG 12) ... Robert Burns 

WASHINGTON -- Defense Secretary Leon Panetta called Afghan President Hamid Karzai on Saturday to discuss the rising 
number of "insider" attacks in which Afghan security forces have turned their guns on American and other coalition troops. 

 

AAFFGGHHAANNIISSTTAANN::  
4. U.S. Military Head In Afghan Trip As Insider Toll Mounts 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 19 AUG 12) ... Dan De Luce 

The top U.S. military officer Martin Dempsey flew to Afghanistan Sunday for talks with senior commanders, as this year's toll 
from insider attacks by Afghans on coalition troops reached 40. 

 

MMIIDDEEAASSTT::  
5. Israeli, U.S. Navies Complete Drill In Mediterranean 
The exercise, Reliant Mermaid, focused on search and rescue maneuvers, included live fire; Turkish Navy 
refuses to participate 
(JERUSALEM POST 19 AUG 12) ... Yaakov Lappin 

The Israeli and U.S. navies completed a joint drill last week in the Mediterranean Sea. The exercise, dubbed Reliant Mermaid, 
focused on search and rescue maneuvers and involved helicopter landings on vessels, but also live fire. 

 
6. Talk Of Israel Hitting Iran's Nuclear Sites Puts Pressure On U.S. 
Speculation grows of attack occuring before Election Day 
(WASHINGTON POST 18 AUG 12) ... Anne Gearan and Karin Brulliard 

Preparations in Israel for a possible war are focusing new attention on whether Israel will attack Iran’s nuclear facilities and 
forcing an unwelcome debate in the thick of a presidential campaign about the U.S. role in stopping an Iranian bomb. 
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7. German Spies Active Off Syria Coast: Report 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 19 AUG 12) 

BERLIN — German spies are stationed off the Syrian coast and are passing on information designed to help rebels in their fight 
against President Bashar al-Assad, a newspaper reported on Aug. 19. 

 
8. Role Of Jihadists Growing In Syria 
Group Suspected Of Al-Qaeda Ties; Radicalization of revolt feared as violence soars 
(WASHINGTON POST 20 AUG 12) ... Justin Vela and Liz Sly 

ALEPPO, Syria — A shadowy jihadist organization that first surfaced on the Internet to assert responsibility for suicide bombings 
in Aleppo and Damascus has stepped out of the shadows and onto the front lines of the war for Syria’s cities. 

 

AASSIIAA  ––  PPAACCIIFFIICC::  
9. U.S., Japan Said Discussing Missile-Defense Ship Upgrades 
(REUTERS 18 AUG 12) ... Jim Wolf 

WASHINGTON -- The United States and Japan are discussing system upgrades for a pair of Japanese destroyers to boost 
defenses against a ballistic missile attack, an executive at the Pentagon's top contractor said Wednesday. 

 
10. Anti-Japan Protests Erupt In China Over Disputed Island 
(NEW YORK TIMES 20 AUG 12) ... Keith Bradsher, Martin Fackler and Andrew Jacobs 

HONG KONG — Anti-Japanese protests spread across China over the weekend, and the landing of Japanese activists on a 
disputed island on Sunday sharply intensified tensions between the two countries. 

 

PPIIRRAACCYY::  
11. Bangladesh Rescues 60 Fishermen From Pirates 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 17 AUG 12) 

DHAKA — Bangladesh authorities said Friday they had rescued at least 60 fishermen abducted last week by pirates in the Bay of 
Bengal, as naval and air forces crack down on criminal activity at sea. 

 

PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
12. Dial Back Pay Raises, Report Says 
(NAVY TIMES 27 AUG 12) ... Rick Maze 

The time is right to scrimp on military pay raises, says a new report that appears to agree with a Pentagon proposal to cap basic 
pay hikes starting in 2015. 

 
13. One Officer Community Faces Retirement Board 
O-5s will learn fate this fall; another officer group spared 
(NAVY TIMES 27 AUG 12) ... Jacqueline Klimas 

One officer community is still facing forced retirements this year, while another has been spared. 
 

14. Five Things Every Sailor Should Know About Mandatory Flu Vaccines 
(NAVY TIMES 27 AUG 12) ... Tony Lombardo 

Fall is right around the corner, and that means flu season is, too. To prepare the fleet, the Navy has issued new guidance for 
receiving influenza vaccinations. The full details can be found in NAVADMIN 246/12. 

 
15. Staffers With Area Roots Help Keep Angels In Sky 
(CHICAGO TRIBUNE 19 AUG 12) ... Ellen Jean Hirst 

The morning of an air show, Vania Reid starts the rumbling of the U.S. Navy Blue Angels jet engines. She listens and looks for 
problems, for leaks and cracks. When she gives the go-ahead, pilots take off for a test run. When they return, she inspects the jets 
again. 

 
16. Navy SEAL From Michigan Dies In Crash In Afghanistan 
(DETROIT FREE PRESS 18 AUG 12) 

GRAND RAPIDS -- A Navy SEAL who grew up in Michigan was among seven American troops who died in a Black Hawk 
helicopter crash in southern Afghanistan, a family member said Friday. 
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AAVVIIAATTIIOONN::  
17. Poseidon Rises 
Fla. Aviators Train on Navy’s New Surveillance Aircraft 
(NAVY TIMES 27 AUG 12) ... Mark Faram 

NAVAL AIR STATION JACKSONVILLE, Fla. — The first fleet squadron has its hands on the Navy’s next-generation, sub-
hunting aircraft, slated to make its deployment debut late next year. 

 
18. Israel Considers Leasing V-22s Intended for U.S. Marines 
(DEFENSE NEWS 20 AUG 12) ... Barbara Opall-Rome 

TEL AVIV — Israeli military planners are considering a special-needs request to lease up to eight V-22 Ospreys still under 
production by Bell Helicopters and Boeing for the U.S. Marine Corps, according to sources. 

 

SSUUBBMMAARRIINNEESS::  
19. Navy To Repair Sub That Caught Fire In Maine 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 18 AUG 12) ... David Sharp 

PORTLAND, Maine— The U.S. Navy intends to repair a nuclear-powered attack submarine that was severely damaged by a fire 
while in dry dock and then return it to the fleet, Navy officials Friday. 

 
20. New Sub Gives Electric Boat A Mission For The Future 
With Ohio-class replacement in progress, Poitras seen as right leader at right time 
(NEW LONDON DAY 19 AUG 12) ... Jennifer McDermott 

GROTON -- The fate of Electric Boat depends on the design and construction of a new class of ballistic-missile submarines, EB's 
new president says. 

 

CCOONNGGRREESSSS  //  BBUUDDGGEETT::  
21. Pentagon Says 'Normal Operations' Continue In Face Of Cutbacks 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 18 AUG 12) ... Tony Capaccio 

The Pentagon plans "to continue normal operations," such as issuing contracts, as it faces the prospect of $500 billion in potential 
cuts, Comptroller Robert Hale wrote lawmakers. 

 
22. Skeptics Doubt Defense Scare In Hampton Roads 
(NEWPORT NEWS DAILY PRESS 18 AUG 12) ... Hugh Lessig 

Some analysts don't buy the horror stories about looming defense cuts. Their message to the Hampton Roads military community 
goes something like this: 

 

EENNEERRGGYY::  
23. Solar Project Aims To Move Army Off Grid 
(SALT LAKE CITY DESERET NEWS 18 AUG 12) ... Amy Joi O'Donoghue 

TOOELE -- A celebratory fanfare with gushes of awe and respect dominated a Friday groundbreaking of a $10.8 million, 1.5-
megawatt solar project at the Tooele Army Depot. 

 

IINNFFRRAASSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  IINNSSTTAALLLLAATTIIOONNSS::  
24. Public Learns About Navy's Proposed Submarine Range 
(KITSAP (WA) SUN 17 AUG 12) ... Ed Friedrich 

SILVERDALE — Citizens studied displays and quizzed experts during a public hearing on the Navy's proposed Hood Canal 
electromagnetic measurement ranging system. It's a relatively simple project, but, as the name suggests, an abstract concept, and 
people dropped by Silverdale Community Center Thursday evening to learn about it. 

 

OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
25. Navy Week To Make First Visit To Toledo 
(TOLEDO FREE PRESS 17 AUG 12) ... Sarah Ottney 

Five ships and more than 500 service men and women will visit Toledo as the city hosts Navy Week from Aug. 20-27. 
 

26. Albacore Crew Members Reunite At Navy History Day 
Crew members share stories of legendary sub 
(PORTSMOUTH (NH) HERALD 19 AUG 12) ... Suzanne Laurent 

PORTSMOUTH — Butch Jordan said the USS Albacore was the springboard of his 25-year career in the U.S. Navy. 
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UUSSSS  CCOONNSSTTIITTUUTTIIOONN::  
27. As Thousands Cheer, USS Constitution Sails Under Its Own Power For Only Second Time In 131 
Years 
(BOSTON GLOBE 19 AUG 12) ... Jeff Fish 

As thousands of onlookers cheered from Castle Island in South Boston, the USS Constitution sailed under its own power Sunday 
for just the second time in 131 years, marking the 200th anniversary of the battle that earned it the nickname Old Ironsides. 

 
28. Constitution Vs. Guerriere Was One-Sided War Of 1812 Duel 
(SEAPOWER MAGAZINE AUG 12) ... David F. Winkler 

As European historians will quickly point out, the War of 1812 between the United States and Great Britain was considered a 
sideshow near the end of an extensive, longer-term struggle for control of the European continent. 

 

WWEEEEKK  IINN  RREEVVIIEEWW::  
29. Week In Review Aug. 11, 2012 – Aug. 17, 2012 
(YOUTUBE 17 AUG 12) ... U.S. Navy 

Welcome to this week's U.S. Navy multimedia production featuring selected images from around the fleet received during the 
week of Aug. 11, 2012 – Aug. 17, 2012. 

 

CCOOMMMMEENNTTAARRYY::  
30. Don’t Retreat On Service Members’ Pay Raises 
(NAVY TIMES 27 AUG 12) ... Editorial 

The Rand Corp., the Pentagon’s go-to think tank, has issued a new report that discusses options for scaling down the size of future 
military pay raises. 

 
31. Asia's Roiling Sea 
(NEW YORK TIMES 19 AUG 12) ... Editorial 

The South China Sea, one of the world’s most important waterways, has been contested off and on for centuries. These days, with 
the sea bounded by some of Asia’s most vibrant economies -- China, Vietnam, the Philippines, Taiwan and Malaysia -- the 
competition has become a virtual free-for-all. Confrontations over territorial control are alarmingly frequent and could get out of hand, 
with dangerous consequences. 

 
32. The South China Sea's Gathering Storm 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 20 AUG 12) ... James Webb 

Since World War II, despite the costly flare-ups in Korea and Vietnam, the United States has proved to be the essential guarantor 
of stability in the Asian-Pacific region, even as the power cycle shifted from Japan to the Soviet Union and most recently to China. 
The benefits of our involvement are one of the great success stories of American and Asian history, providing the so-called second tier 
countries in the region the opportunity to grow economically and to mature politically. 

 
33. The Eyes And Brain For The ‘Pacific Pivot' 
(DEFENSE NEWS 20 AUG 12) ... Gen. John Michael Loh, USAF, Ret. 

The Pentagon's "pivot toward the Pacific," a strategy shift from fighting Middle East insurgency to deterring a broad range of 
threats over a vast area, will require major changes in the way military forces con-duct surveillance, ground and maritime battle 
management, and control. 

 
34. Rethink The Middle East 
(WASHINGTON POST 19 AUG 12) ... Jim Hoagland 

Syria’s civil war is the decisive event in the remaking of the Middle East that began with the self-immolation of a Tunisian fruit 
vendor 21 months ago. The battle for Damascus has become the fulcrum of a now fully visible Sunni-Shiite struggle over the creation 
and control of an Islamic political order throughout the region. 

 
35. This Is Not A Test 
(FOREIGN POLICY 17 AUG 12) ... Robert Haddick 

An Aug. 15 Bloomberg article describes a grim and anxious Israeli public preparing itself for war with Iran. Citizens are filing by 
distribution sites at shopping malls to pick up gas masks while wondering when the Israeli air force will attack Iran's nuclear complex. 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Can The Navy Really Go Green? 
Navy Secretary Ray Mabus is betting that the service will get half its energy from renewables by2020 
(FORTUNE MAGAZINE 03 SEP 12) ... Brian Dumaine 

Even with my helmet on, the roar inside the Grumman C-
2A Greyhound is deafening. The twin-prop Navy plane is 100 
miles north of Oahu, flying toward the carrier USS Nimitz, 
which is slicing through the Pacific at 30 knots. 

I'm seated backward in the stripped down cabin of the 
craft. Through a tiny window I can see the vast expanse of 
blue ocean striated with whitecaps. In the rear row of seats, 
Petty Officer Weaver starts frantically waving his right arm in 
a circle-the signal that we'll hit the carrier's deck in 10 
seconds. I grab my shoulder harness with both hands, put my 
feet flat on the floor, tuck my chin into my chest, and start 
counting down: nine, eight, seven... The aircraft slams onto 
the deck, catches the tail-hook cable, and stops dead: 150 mph 
to zero in two seconds. I feel like my stomach got left 
somewhere back in Waikiki. 

To Navy pilots, making a pinpoint landing on a carrier 
which from 15,000 feet looks like a postage stamp-is what 
they do every day and do well. But here’s the unusual thing 
about this flight: It was the first carrier landing ever by an 
aircraft powered by biofuels-in this case, a brew consisting of 
algae and used cooking oil. Our flight on this July day was 
part of a massive Navy demonstration dubbed the Great Green 
Fleet. The Nimitz, accompanied by a task force of destroyers-
running on biofuels and with special tail flaps to reduce drag 
and boost fuel economy-was there to show off the Navy's 
vision of the future: a military force no longer dependent on 
foreign oil. As the day progressed, F -18s powered by biofuels 
took off from the carrier deck. In all, 71 aircraft flew on 
alternatives, 450,000 gallons were burned that day, including a 
helicopter carrying Secretary of the Navy Ray Mabus, 

Mabus's presence on the carrier was, of course, a public 
relations stunt, but it was also a signal that he has staked his 
reputation on this radical program. On the Nimitz, as fighter 
jets screamed while taking off from the flight deck, Mabus 
pledged that by 2020 the Navy would reduce its dependence 
on fossil fuels by half-a stretch goal by any measure. "This is 
not about being green;” he said. "This is about national 
security." By that he means that every time the price of oil 
rises, that extra money has to come from somewhere, and that 
can force the military to make tough choices. 

In an exclusive interview with Fortune, the Navy 
secretary explained, "Here are the choices I don't want to 
make: between paying additional fuel costs and flying and 
steaming less; between paying additional fuel costs and 
building fewer ships and planes. And that's where we're 
getting pushed if we don't develop alternative energy.” And 
he's not talking small change. In 2008, for instance, the Navy's 
fuel bill jumped to $5.1 billion, from $1.3 billion the year 
before, as the price of crude spiked to over $140 a barrel. 
(Although the price of oil has fallen since then, the Navy's fuel 
bill was still a hefty $4.7 billion last year.) 

To achieve its 50% renewables goal by 2020, the Navy is 
taking a two-pronged approach. First it plans to invest heavily 
in the advanced biofuel industry and help drive down the price 
of next-generation biofuel until it becomes competitive with 
oil. Next, it is making its planes, ships, bases, and equipment 
as energy efficient as possible. 

The Navy secretary's quest to use biofuel has drawn 
heavy fire from Congress. At a time when the Defense 
Department faces as much as $1 trillion in cuts over the next 
decade, some in Congress question what the Navy is spending 
money on biofuels that cost more than oil. Congressman J. 
Randy Forbes (R-Va.), who chairs the House Armed Services 
Readiness Subcommittee, is one of those skeptics. "We need 
some analysis before the Navy spends millions on biofuels, 
and they have zero analysis," says Forbes. 

In May the House added an amendment to the National 
Defense Authorization Act that would prohibit the Navy from 
buying any fuel that is not cost competitive with oil. The bill 
has passed the House and is moving through the Senate. In an 
earlier congressional hearing on defense spending, Forbes had 
confronted Mabus: "You're not the Secretary of energy. You're 
the secretary of the Navy," he snapped. 

Mabus says· that the Navy has studied biofuels and that it 
won't buy them in large amounts until they are cost 
competitive. He also feels confident that he has the support in 
Congress to remove the amendment from the bill. "I'm very 
optimistic that this will happen,” says Mabus, "because this is 
not something we'd like to do. It's something we need to do to 
make us a less vulnerable military force." 

Even if he does lose that battle in Congress, Mabus still 
plans to put money into biofuels. Over the next few years the 
Navy will invest $170 million in private-sector companies that 
are building advanced biofuel refineries and will receive 
equity in return. (The Department of Energy and the 
Department of Agriculture are contributing another $170 
million each.) To justify this venture capital-like approach, 
Mabus cites a 1950s law called the Defense Production Act, 
which allows the Defense Department to back nascent 
industries important to national security. The government has 
played this role before, investing in and helping to develop 
technologies such as microchips, radar, and GPS until the 
price came down enough for those products to take off in the 
private sector. In the 1960s, for instance, the law allowed the 
DoD to invest in the embryonic semiconductor industry until 
prices fell enough for them to become affordable. 

The Navy has a long history of supporting and guiding 
emerging private-sector industries. According to the book 
Round-Shot to Rockets by Taylor Peck, in the 1880s the steel 
industry in America was booming, but the Navy was still 
building its ships with foreign steel because U.S. companies 
weren't making the high-quality steel needed for battleships. 
The Navy began to worry that foreign sourcing was too big a 
vulnerability. So in 1886, the Navy ordered that all steel, 
armor, and ordnance for U.S. ships should be made in 
America. By the time World War I started not only was the 
Navy building its ships from domestic steel but also the U.S. 
steel industry had become a world leader in manufacturing 
high-quality steel for shipbuilding. 

The Navy has played a similar role with new energy 
technologies. When the service switched from sail to coal in 
the mid 1800s, then from coal to oil in the early 20th century, 
and from oil to nuclear in the 1950s, each time the new 
technology cost more. "Whenever we changed to a more 
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expensive technology,” says Mabus, "there were lots of 
naysayers who said, 'It's too expensive; it's not proven:" 
Mabus believes the move to biofuels will play out the same 
way. 

"What the Navy has to argue to win this fight," says Jan 
van Tol, a senior fellow with the Center for Strategic and 
Budgetary Assessments, a nonpartisan think tank, "is that 
though biofuels seem like an enormously expensive cost in the 
short run, in the long run it will be cheaper than fossil fuels." 

A naval officer who served on the cruiser the USS Little 
Rock and a former Democratic governor of Mississippi, 
Mabus got religion on alternative energy while working in the 
Middle East. He saw firsthand the danger of being dependent 
on foreign oil when he served as the U.S. ambassador to Saudi 
Arabia during the Clinton administration. In the wake of oil 
price spikes, the administration would ask Saudi Arabia to 
boost production. "My time in Saudi showed that oil is a 
worldwide commodity and that no one controls the price,” 
says Mabus. "Every time I'd see the oil minister there, I'd say, 
'What's the price of oil going to do?' And he'd say, ‘Well, it 
could go up and it could go down.'" 

It's not only that America depends on foreign nations for 
its oil-the U.S. still imports 45% of what it uses-but also that 
speculators and swings in supply due to wars, revolts, 
terrorism, and accidents, such as the BP spill in the Gulf of 
Mexico, make oil prices highly volatile. Mabus believes that a 
stable domestic source of biofuels will iron out those price 
swings. He also says that when he was appointed secretary in 
2009, fuel security and cost cropped up as a top concern of the 
admirals. At its Great Green Fleet demonstration, the Navy 
used so-called next-generation biofuels to fly its planes and 
power its ships. Today corn ethanol is the most plentiful 
biofuel available in the U.S. Ethanol is now cheaper than 
gasoline, and this year motorists will use roughly 13 billion 
gallons, for about 10% of total U.S. gasoline consumption. But 
corn ethanol has its drawbacks. For one, it competes with 
food, potentially driving up prices. Also, some studies suggest 
that all the C02 released in growing corn and making ethanol 
means that corn doesn't have much of an advantage, if any, 
over oil when it comes to greenhouse gas emissions. Plus, the 
fuel can't be used in jets and ships without modifications to the 
engines and provides less range per gallon than fossil fuels. 

By contrast, the next-generation biofuels the Navy has 
tested are made not from corn, sugar cane, or other food 
sources but from camelina (an oilseed plant), algae, and waste 
oils such as cooking grease and chicken fat. They can be used 
in regular ships and jets without modifying the engines. Why? 
Because they're hydrocarbons – identical in molecular 
structure to fossil fuels. According to the EPA, next-
generation fuels have a lower carbon footprint than oil. The 
Federal Renewable Fuel Standard (RFS), passed in 2005 by 
Congress, requires that by 2022 the country use 21 billion 
gallons of advanced biofuels, up from about 2 billion gallons 
that will be produced this year; according to the Advanced 
Biofuels Association. (That 21 billion gallons equates to about 
15% of today's gasoline market.) At the same time the RFS 
mandates that advanced biofuels cut greenhouse emissions by 
at least 50% compared with oil. One example of how that 
could work: The algae the California startup Solazyme made 
for the Navy sucks carbon dioxide out of the air as it's 
growing, creating a low-carbon cycle. 

The catch is the price. As with any new technology, 
nextgen biofuels are expensive. That's because oil is a 
business of scale, and the new fuels are being produced in 
small quantities. According to the Navy, the biofuel used in 
the Great Green Fleet demonstration cost $26 a gallon. Some 
in Congress, like Forbes and Sen. John McCain of Arizona, a 
former Navy aviator, questioned why the Navy would pay 
such a sky-high price. (The fuel used in the exercises was 
actually a fifty-fifty blend of bio- and fossil-fuels, which 
brought the average cost down to $15 a gallon.) The batch of 
biofuels in question was made by Dynamic Fuels, a Louisiana 
joint venture between Dyson Foods and Syntroleum, a 
developer of renewable-fuel technology. And the premium the 
Navy paid reflects the cost of R&D, testing, and certification 
done by the manufacturers. Experts say this kind of biofuel 
can be made in commercial amounts for about $4 to $5 a 
gallon wholesale, compared with about $3 for diesel fuel. 
That's still a stiff price disadvantage, but one that's easier to 
bridge than the $26-a-gallon price tag. 

Once they scale, biofuels have a good chance of 
becoming price competitive. Today there are at least 100 
companies worldwide working on advanced biofuels, ranging 
from big corporations like chemical giant DuPont and the oil 
refiner Valero to startups such as Amyris, Dynamic Fuels, 
KiOR, and Solazyme. How long it will take them to drive 
prices down depends in part on whether the Navy can keep 
supporting the industry. Mabus cites studies suggesting that 
next-generation biofuels could become cost competitive 
sometime between 2018 and 2022, and he believes the Navy's 
program could speed that up by a few years. If the airline 
industry starts buying in meaningful quantities- two executives 
for United Airlines attended the Great Green Fleet demo and 
are working with the Navy on biofuels for aviation-the 
timetable could speed up even more. 

As the Navy pushes ahead on its biofuels program, it is 
putting equal effort into boosting the energy efficiency of its 
ships, land bases, and front-line fighting forces. The best 
example is perhaps the USS Makin Island, an 847-foot-long 
amphibious assault ship that runs on a hybrid powertrain. The 
ship's two main gas turbines can push this 41,649-ton vessel to 
25 knots. But most of the time the ship cruises under 12 knots. 
At those speeds the Makin Island switches to a highly efficient 
diesel-electric propulsion system. The Navy estimates that 
over the life of the ship the hybrid system will save $250 
million in fuel costs, even after the expense of the hybrid 
system is accounted for. The Navy also plans to use the hybrid 
system in its new fleet of guided-missile destroyers. 

There are tactical advantages to efficiency as well. "This 
isn't only about saving money," says Vice Adm. Philip 
Cullom, the Navy's deputy chief of Naval operations for fleet 
readiness and logistics. When Cullom was serving in the 
Adriatic off the coast of Kosovo in the 1990s, his mission was 
to fire Tomahawk missiles to support U.S. land troops. 
However, he had to leave his position every four days to refuel 
where it was safe. (Ships are sitting ducks when they're 
refueling.) Sometimes that took him out of action for as long 
as 12 hours. "I did all I could to save fuel," says Cullom. "But 
at some point you need technology to help you, and that's what 
the hybrid drives are about." The Navy is also installing stem 
flaps on its ships to reduce drag and boost fuel economy, as 
well as energy-efficient LED lighting. 
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The onshore assault is just as aggressive. The Navy owns 
3.3 million acres of land and 72,500 buildings. To cut energy 
use at its ground operations the service is evaluating all sorts 
of alternative-energy technologies, from geothermal to wave, 
solar, and tidal. For example, it broke ground this year on a 
118-acre solar farm in China Lake, Calif. The solar farm is 
part of a larger DoD initiative. In August, Secretary of 
Defense Leon Panetta announced that the military will open 
16 million acres of its land for renewable-energy development. 
The Pentagon believes that by creating green microgrids-self-
contained power sources-at its bases it will be able to maintain 
operations despite blackouts or cyberattacks on the national 
grid. 

Perhaps the most important breakthroughs, though, can be 
found on the field of battle. The Marines, which operate under 
the Secretary of the Navy, conducted a study that showed that 
in Afghanistan one soldier is killed or wounded for every 50 
convoys of fuel and water. So the Marines now give,their 
front-line troops "solar blankets" to charge their radios and 
GPS. Made by Iris Technologies of lrvine, Calif., these 

devices use the sun's energy to generate electricity for 
recharging batteries. A Marine battalion in Afghanistan that 
uses the blanket was able to shed some 700 pounds of 
batteries, and the battalion doesn't need to be resupplied as 
often with fuel to run diesel generators. 

One often overlooked but nonetheless crucial aspect of 
the Navy's effort to become more sustainable is the culture 
change that it's driving in the rank and file. The Navy has 
created programs to train its sailors and Marines to be more 
aware of the importance of energy savings, the dangers posed 
by being dependent on foreign oil, and the need to preserve 
natural resources such as water. Says Mabus: "We've got 
SEAL teams now that are trying to be net zero in terms of both 
fuel and water." Every year 100,000 or so clean-cut young 
men and women leave the military and return home with a 
new perspective on how the world should work. Many will 
become leaders in their communities who, in the long run, 
might very well help change the way we live. In the end, that 
might be the Gre3:t Green Fleet's lasting legacy. 
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2. Secretary Of Defense Panetta To Visit Stennis Sailors Wednesday 
(KITSAP (WA) SUN 17 AUG 12) ... Ed Friedrich 

BREMERTON — Secretary of Defense Leon Panetta will 
visit USS John C. Stennis on Wednesday to meet with service 
members ahead of their deployment late this month to the 
Middle East. 

Panetta will address more than 2,000 aircraft carrier 
Sailors at an “all hands call” to thank them for their effort to 
prepare for the upcoming tour. Last month, Panetta ordered 
the Stennis strike group to deploy in late summer, roughly four 

months earlier than previously planned. The ship, which 
returned from the Middle East on March 2, was scheduled to 
deploy to the western Pacific around the end of the year. 

While on board, Panetta will also meet with families of 
service members. 

The Stennis is moored at Naval Base Kitsap-Bremerton. 
Panetta will be there from about 10:30 a.m. until noon. 
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3. Panetta Prods Karzai On Afghan 'Insider' Killings 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 19 AUG 12) ... Robert Burns 

WASHINGTON -- Defense Secretary Leon Panetta called 
Afghan President Hamid Karzai on Saturday to discuss the 
rising number of "insider" attacks in which Afghan security 
forces have turned their guns on American and other coalition 
troops. 

Spokesman George Little said Panetta encouraged Karzai 
to work with U.S. commanders to ensure more rigorous 
vetting of Afghan recruits. Little said Panetta and Karzai 
agreed that American and Afghan officials need to work 
together to address a problem that has intensified in recent 
days. 

In the latest incident, an Afghan police officer on Friday 
shot to death two U.S. servicemen during a training exercise in 
the western province of Farah. 

Little said Panetta advised more effective 
counterintelligence measures to identify potential attackers 
from inside the ranks of Afghan security forces, as well as 
"even more rigorous vetting of Afghan recruits, and stepped 
up engagement with village elders, who often play a key role 
by vouching for Afghan security personnel." 

The phone call was a sign of growing concern in 
Washington about the insider threat, particularly because 
American and allied troops are now working more closely 
with the Afghan army and police in preparation for the 
transition to complete Afghan security control by 2014. 

On Friday it was disclosed that U.S. troops have been 
ordered to carry loaded weapons at all times in Afghanistan, 
even when they are on their bases. The order was a precaution 
against insider attacks. 

Return to Index 
 
 

AAFFGGHHAANNIISSTTAANN::  
4. U.S. Military Head In Afghan Trip As Insider Toll Mounts 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 19 AUG 12) ... Dan De Luce 

The top U.S. military officer Martin Dempsey flew to 
Afghanistan Sunday for talks with senior commanders, as this 
year's toll from insider attacks by Afghans on coalition troops 
reached 40. 

In the latest incident an Afghan in police uniform shot and 
killed a NATO soldier in southern Afghanistan Sunday, the 
military said. 
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The spike in so-called green-on-blue attacks is causing 
growing concern in the United States and among its NATO 
allies fighting the Taliban insurgency in Afghanistan. 

Before landing at the sprawling U.S. air base in Bagram, 
chairman of the U.S. Joint Chiefs of Staff Martin Dempsey 
told reporters the rise in the attacks would be a key focus of 
his meetings with U.S.-led coalition and Afghan officers. 

"As far as the insider threat, of course that's going to be a 
topic," Dempsey told AFP and Fox News. 

Despite expanded efforts to screen recruits and preempt 
potential turncoat attacks, Dempsey said the number of 
incidents continues to increase. 

"We have an eight-step vetting process that's been in 
place in earnest for about a year. But we haven't turned the 
corner on the trend," he said. 

Some of the attacks are claimed by the Taliban, who say 
they have infiltrated the ranks of Afghan security forces, but 
many are attributed to cultural differences and antagonism 
between local and U.S.-led allied forces. 

The International Security Assistance Force (ISAF) said 
in a statement the latest death came when "an individual 
wearing an Afghan Uniformed Police uniform turned his 
weapon against ISAF service members", without specifying 
the soldier's nationality. 

NATO does not disclose the number of wounded in any 
attacks, but a provincial official said another soldier and an 
interpreter were injured and that the shooter was killed by 
return fire. 

The incident happened in the police headquarters of Spin 
Boldak district of Kandahar province, provincial government 
spokesman Jaweed Faisal told AFP, and provincial police 
chief General Abdul Razik said it came after an argument. 

It takes the toll among international coalition soldiers 
from insider attacks to 10 in less than two weeks, sharply 
eroding trust between foreign troops and the Afghans they 
work with. 

Two American soldiers were killed in an incident on 
Friday, a week after six were killed in a single day on August 
10. Another NATO soldier was killed three days earlier. 

The total green-on-blue toll makes up 13 percent of all 
international coalition deaths this year, according to figures 
from NATO and a tally of total deaths kept by the 
icasualties.org website. 

Dempsey suggested the Afghan government could be 
doing more to thwart the insider attacks, including more 
lower-level officials speaking out on the problem. 

"I do think the more they can be as concerned about it as 
we are, the better off we'll all be," he said. 

In another a sign of U.S. concern, on Saturday Defense 
Secretary Leon Panetta urged Afghan President Hamid Karzai 
to bolster cooperation with ISAF forces to contain the insider 
threat, according to the Pentagon. 

Measures should include improved intelligence and more 
rigorous vetting of Afghan recruits, a statement said. 

NATO has some 130,000 troops in Afghanistan who are 
due to pull out in 2014 and are spending increasing amounts of 
time working alongside and training Afghan forces who will 
take over when they leave. 

Dempsey said the insider violence would not alter the 
timetable for withdrawal. 

But the growing number of insider attacks is likely to add 
to pressure in NATO nations for an exit as soon as possible 
from the increasingly unpopular war, now nearly 11 years old. 
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MMIIDDEEAASSTT::  
5. Israeli, U.S. Navies Complete Drill In Mediterranean 
The exercise, Reliant Mermaid, focused on search and rescue maneuvers, included live fire; Turkish Navy 
refuses to participate 
(JERUSALEM POST 19 AUG 12) ... Yaakov Lappin 

The Israeli and U.S. navies completed a joint drill last 
week in the Mediterranean Sea. The exercise, dubbed Reliant 
Mermaid, focused on search and rescue maneuvers and 
involved helicopter landings on vessels, but also live fire. 

Navy rescues stranded family off Lebanese coastThe U.S. 
Navy stressed that the exercise was not associated with any 
real world events and was planned long in advance. 

“This was a successful exercise which strengthened the 
bonds between the U.S. and Israeli navies and increased our 
ability to work together as a team,” said Cmdr. David A. 

Bretz, commanding officer of the guided-missile 
destroyer, the USS Jason Dunham. 

“The Jason Dunham team was proud to be a part of 
Reliant Mermaid 2012. We’ve enjoyed our time in Israel and 

the valuable experience of working with our partners in the 
Israeli navy. It was really great to get to see the differences 
between our navy and the U.S.,” said Israel Navy Capt. Niv 
Bar-Ilan. 

“We learned a lot about how the U.S. Navy operates 
differently and how the Sailors all have individual jobs 
onboard. It was great and we are very appreciative of the 
Jason Dunham crew’s hospitality.” 

In the past, the Turkish Navy took part in the joint annual 
maritime safety drills, but has pulled out of the exercise since 
diplomatic relations with Israel collapsed following the Gaza 
flotilla incident in 2010. 
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6. Talk Of Israel Hitting Iran's Nuclear Sites Puts Pressure On U.S. 
Speculation grows of attack occuring before Election Day 
(WASHINGTON POST 18 AUG 12) ... Anne Gearan and Karin Brulliard 

Preparations in Israel for a possible war are focusing new 
attention on whether Israel will attack Iran’s nuclear facilities 
and forcing an unwelcome debate in the thick of a presidential 
campaign about the U.S. role in stopping an Iranian bomb. 

A flurry of public statements and anonymous quotes to 
the Israeli news media in the past week has raised speculation 
that an Israeli attack could come before the U.S. presidential 
election in November. 

The government appears to be readying the country for 
war by issuing gas masks, building underground bomb shelters 
and testing an early-warning system for missiles. The outgoing 
Israeli home-front defense minister said he had worked to 
ensure that the nation was ready for a month-long war “on 
multiple fronts.” 

On Friday, the atmosphere grew more heated with sharp 
comments from Iranian President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad, 
who called Israel’s existence an “insult to all humanity.” 

Analysts in the United States and Israel are divided on 
whether the escalating war of words foreshadows an imminent 
attack on Iran’s nuclear facilities. 

Some say that Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
is bluffing in hopes of forcing President Obama to issue an 
ultimatum to Iran that America would do the job itself later. 
Although Obama has declared flatly that the United States will 
not allow Iran to acquire a nuclear weapon, analysts suggest 
that Netanyahu is looking for a deadline on abandoning talks 
and resorting to military action. 

Others argue that the Israeli leader appears to be laying 
the case for unilateral Israeli action over the objections of 
Washington and the majority of Israeli public opinion. This 
view holds that Netanyahu thinks he cannot rely on Obama for 
help now or later, and that he cannot afford to wait for a 
friendlier Mitt Romney administration to back him up or do 
the bombing itself. 

A new war in the Middle East would be deeply unpopular 
among American voters. Even talk of an imminent conflict 
with Iran could spike gas prices and unsettle the financial 
markets, possibly worsening the already standstill economy 
weeks before the November election. 

The White House has tried to say as little as possible 
about the prospect of an Israeli strike or what it might do if 
talks over Iran’s disputed nuclear program — now at an 
impasse — fall apart. 

The Israelis are using the leverage of the U.S. presidential 
election to seek an explicit statement from Obama that the 
United States would launch its own attack as early as next year 
if the talks collapse, analysts and former officials in both the 
United States and Israel said. 

“They are aiming for a specific thing,” said Georgetown 
University scholar Colin Kahl, formerly the Obama 
administration’s top Pentagon policy adviser on the Middle 
East. “They may be trying to push the Obama administration 
into a much greater declaration of red lines, an even more 
declarative statement about the use of force.” 

Asher Susser of Tel Aviv University’s Center for Middle 
Eastern Studies agreed, saying, “If the United States makes 

such a statement, that would allow the Israelis to relax 
somewhat.” 

Even if the timing is hazy, it’s clear that some in the 
Israeli government do not think they can delay. 

“We can’t wait to find out one morning that we relied on 
the Americans but were fooled because the Americans didn’t 
act in the end,” an unnamed Israeli official told the left-leaning 
daily newspaper Haaretz last week. The official is widely 
believed by analysts in Israel to be Defense Minister Ehud 
Barak. 

Israeli capabilities are at the heart of the debate over a 
military strike. Israeli leaders are concerned that Iran will use 
more time to move its critical nuclear facilities out of reach of 
Israel’s arsenal. That would leave only the United States with 
the unquestioned ability to destroy deeply buried Iranian 
facilities. 

U.S. officials say Israeli leaders are sincere about the need 
to act quickly, but they said they do not think Netanyahu has 
made the decision to strike. Rather, the Israeli leader is trying 
to pressure the United States. 

“They are deadly serious, as is the president, about the 
need to prevent Iran from getting a nuclear weapon,” a senior 
U.S. official said. “But there has been far too much talking — 
background leaks and fabrications — that hurt the cause.” 

The official spoke on the condition of anonymity to 
discuss sensitive diplomacy. 

Obama has already issued the strongest U.S. threat against 
Iran to date, declaring that the United States will not tolerate 
an Iranian nuclear weapon and ruling out a policy of 
containment. He has vowed to use “all options” if need be, but 
he has not set a deadline. 

Former Israeli national security adviser Uzi Dayan, who 
met with Netanyahu last week, said Israeli leaders don’t doubt 
Obama’s pledge to prevent a nuclear Iran. But, he said, they 
“ask themselves whether the Americans are really 
determined.” 

The United States opposes a unilateral Israeli strike now, 
arguing that there is still time for sanctions and negotiations to 
persuade Iran not to build a nuclear weapon. 

Dayan said there is a sense that an American commitment 
made after the election would carry less weight. “Everyone 
understands that it has an impact,” he said. “You can’t make 
promises on the other side of midnight.” 

A U.N. nuclear watchdog report due out soon is expected 
to provide evidence of further progress by Iran in expanding 
its underground uranium enrichment facility known as 
Fordow, Western diplomats familiar with the United Nations’ 
work said. 

Built into the side of a mountain and immune from all but 
the most advanced munitions, Fordow already contains 
hundreds of working centrifuges for producing low-enriched 
uranium, the fuel used in nuclear power plants. 

Since its nuclear program was exposed a decade ago, Iran 
has claimed that its objective is to produce electricity, not 
weapons. But the United States and its allies have maintained 
that the real goal is the capacity to build a nuclear weapon. 
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7. German Spies Active Off Syria Coast: Report 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 19 AUG 12) 

BERLIN — German spies are stationed off the Syrian 
coast and are passing on information designed to help rebels in 
their fight against President Bashar al-Assad, a newspaper 
reported on Aug. 19. 

Agents from Germany’s foreign intelligence service 
(BND) are operating on ships off the coast with technology 
allowing them to observe troop movements 600 kilometers 
(400 miles) inside the country, said the Bild am Sonntag 
weekly. 

They pass their findings onto U.S. and British officers 
who then supply the rebels with the information, Bild said. 

The paper quoted an unnamed U.S. official as saying that 
“no Western intelligence service has such good sources inside 
Syria” as Germany’s BND. 

A defense ministry spokesman told AFP it was “correct 
that a ship is currently on an operation in the region that is due 

to last several months” but denied it was a “spy boat” as it has 
been presented in the German press. 

“We do not give out information regarding operational 
details of the current mission,” the spokesman added. 

German agents are also active in the Syrian conflict from 
the NATO base in the Turkish city of Adana, according to 
Bild. 

“We can be proud of the significant contribution we are 
making to the fall of the Assad regime,” a BND official told 
Bild. 

Berlin insists military intervention is not the way to solve 
the conflict but Defence Minister Thomas de Maiziere said 
earlier this month that Germany must help in other ways, 
providing humanitarian aid and logistical support. 
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8. Role Of Jihadists Growing In Syria 
Group Suspected Of Al-Qaeda Ties; Radicalization of revolt feared as violence soars 
(WASHINGTON POST 20 AUG 12) ... Justin Vela and Liz Sly 

ALEPPO, Syria — A shadowy jihadist organization that 
first surfaced on the Internet to assert responsibility for suicide 
bombings in Aleppo and Damascus has stepped out of the 
shadows and onto the front lines of the war for Syria’s cities. 

Here in Aleppo, the al-Nusra Front for the Protection of 
the People of the Levant, widely known as the Jabhat al-
Nusra, is fielding scores of fighters, some of them foreigners, 
in the battle for control of Syria’s commercial capital, a key 
prize in the bitter war of attrition being waged across the 
country. 

The group, suspected of affiliations to al-Qaeda, says it is 
also fighting in other locations, including the cities of Homs 
and Idlib and the suburbs of the capital, Damascus. Its 
growing role has prompted concerns that the 17-month-old 
uprising against Syrian President Bashar al-Assad’s regime is 
becoming radicalized as the bloodshed soars. 

On a recent morning, three jihadist fighters chambered 
rounds into their AK-47 rifles as their bearded driver sped 
through Aleppo’s streets in a bullet-ridden white van. 

“If shooting starts, put your head down,” one of the 
jihadists said as the van headed toward the flashpoint 
Salahuddin neighborhood, blending in with the battle-scarred 
vehicles of other fighters hurtling through the streets. 

Jabhat al-Nusra’s growing visibility on the streets of 
Syrian cities highlights one of the reasons the United States 
and its allies have been reluctant to arm Syrian rebels even as 
Obama administration officials repeatedly insist that Assad 
must go. Fears are widespread among Western governments 
that weapons sent to the rebels could wind up in the hands of 
extremists and be turned against their benefactors in a region 
already taut with sectarian and geopolitical rivalries. 

In an interview at the mosque that serves as his 
headquarters in the Shaar neighborhood of Aleppo, Jabhat al-
Nusra commander Abu Ibrahim said he has 300 men under his 
control. About 50 of his fighters were seen milling around the 
mosque, many wearing the baggy, calf-length pants and long 
4beards associated with devout Islamists. Others were inside. 

Most of those fighting for Abu Ibrahim, a 32-year-old 
stone mason from a nearby village, are Syrians from Aleppo 
and the surrounding countryside. But some are Arab 
volunteers, among hundreds from the region and beyond who 
are thought to have trickled into Syria in recent months to join 
the fight against Assad’s regime. Abu Ibrahim said his 
contingent included men from Morocco, Libya, Tunisia and 
Lebanon, as well as one Syrian who had fought in Iraq against 
the Americans. 

‘They Fight Without Fear’ 
Jabhat al-Nusra is the only Syrian rebel group that posts 

on a Web forum that is used by al-Qaeda chief Ayman al-
Zawahiri and known affiliates of the terrorist network. This 
suggests a link, at least through its media department, to the 
main al-Qaeda organization, a connection that endows Jabhat 
al-Nusra with credibility among jihadists that other groups 
lack, said Aaron Y. Zelin, a fellow at the Washington Institute 
for Near East Policy. 

“This is the premier jihadi organization in Syria right 
now,” Zelin said. 

Most of the other rebel units battling government tanks 
and aircraft in Aleppo operate under the banner of the Free 
Syrian Army and are primarily secular. But a visit to the city 
did not reveal any significant schism between the fighters of 
Jabhat al-Nusra and the more-secular units. 

Abu Ibrahim said his fighters are part of Liwa al-Tawhid, 
or the Unity Brigade, a newly formed battalion of rebel groups 
fighting in and around Aleppo. “We are together,” he said. 
“There is good coordination.” And although many in the Free 
Syrian Army say they reject the ideology of Islamist 
extremism, the fighters of Jabhat al-Nusra are regarded “as 
heroes” in Aleppo, said Abu Feras, a spokesman for the 
Aleppo Revolutionary Council. “They fight without fear or 
hesitation,” he said. 

There is no indication that Jabhat al-Nusra has access to 
sophisticated or heavy weapons, but the AK-47 rifles wielded 
by Abu Ibrahim’s jihadists seem newer than those used by 
fighters belonging to the array of Free Syrian Army groups 
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battling in Aleppo. Abu Ibrahim drives a brand-new Toyota 
Hilux pickup truck, which he steered through Aleppo’s streets, 
showing a journalist highlights of the fighting that has raged 
for the past month. 

“To be honest, we have received some support, but I don’t 
know from where,” he said, adding that the assistance was in 
the form of cash couriered in from Turkey. 

Recruiting ‘People Of Jihad’ 
Jabhat al-Nusra emerged on the Internet in January, 

declaring its intention to overthrow the Assad regime “by 
fighting and arms” and calling on “the people of jihad” to 
volunteer for battle. A month later, it asserted responsibility 
for a spate of suicide bombings that started in Damascus and 
spread to Aleppo, attacks that U.S. officials said bore the 
hallmarks of al-Qaeda. 

Most analysts say the group has a relatively minor role in 
what began last year as a mostly peaceful protest movement 
demanding greater freedoms. Any popularity that Jabhat al-
Nusra enjoys among Syrians is “opportunistic” and rooted in 
disillusionment with the apparent lack of international support, 
said Emile Hokayem, an analyst at the London-based 
International Institute for Strategic Studies. 

“They are not going to be fundamental,” he said, speaking 
from Beirut. “Perhaps they will accelerate the military demise 
of the regime, but they will not be the most fundamental factor 
here.” 

But as Jabhat al-Nusra increasingly claims a range of 
other attacks, including kidnappings and bombings across the 
country, it is becoming clear that the group is cementing a 
presence on the ground and expanding its reach, said Zelin of 
the Washington Institute for Near East Policy. 

There is, however, no evidence that the group has 
logistical or financial ties to al-Qaeda, Zelin said. Abu 
Ibrahim, whose pants, T-shirt and scruffy stubble give him a 
more secular air than some of the heavily bearded fighters 
under his command, denied any affiliation to the terrorist 
network. 

He said his Aleppo-based unit did not carry out the 
suicide attacks, though he did not condemn the tactic. “If we 
commit a car bombing, we think it is justified,” he said, 
describing a recent airstrike by government forces in a nearby 
village that killed 11 people and blew a 30-foot hole in the 
ground. His recruits simply cite God as their reason for joining 
up. 

Abdul Rahman, 26, who defected from the regular Syrian 
army in the summer, said he sifted through a number of Free 
Syrian Army groups before deciding to join Jabhat al-Nusra. 
His family lived in the United States for many years, and he 
attended primary school there before returning to Syria and 
studying English at Aleppo University. 

“This unit was the best I could get. It fights for something 
I believe in. They fight for God,” he said. 
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AASSIIAA  ––  PPAACCIIFFIICC::  
9. U.S., Japan Said Discussing Missile-Defense Ship Upgrades 
(REUTERS 18 AUG 12) ... Jim Wolf 

WASHINGTON -- The United States and Japan are 
discussing system upgrades for a pair of Japanese destroyers 
to boost defenses against a ballistic missile attack, an 
executive at the Pentagon's top contractor said Wednesday. 

The potential multimillion-dollar updates to two Atago-
class guided-missile destroyers would provide cutting-edge 
"Aegis" ballistic missile defenses equivalent to those being 
added to U.S. Navy ships, said Nick Bucci, who heads such 
maritime programs at Lockheed Martin Corp. 

Japan, rattled by North Korean nuclear arms and ballistic 
missile tests, has emerged as the most important U.S. partner 
in crafting a layered shield against missiles of all ranges and in 
all phases of flight. 

The United States has been spending roughly $10 billion 
a year on the overall project, a reflection of concern chiefly 
about North Korea and Iran. 

Lockheed Martin's Aegis combat system weaves in radar, 
computers, software, displays, weapons launchers and 
weapons to defend against a range of surface, aerial and 
underwater threats. 

Named for the mythological shield of Zeus, the Aegis 
system is to be deployed ashore in Romania and Poland 
starting around 2015 to defend Europe from ballistic missile 
threats from countries such as Iran, as well as on a growing 
number of U.S. ships. 

Japan decided in 2003 to upgrade all four of its Aegis-
equipped Kongo-class destroyers to be capable of shooting 
down ballistic missiles using Raytheon Co Standard Missile-3 
interceptors. 

The work now under discussion would modernize the 
Aegis systems aboard the Japan Maritime Self-Defense 
Force's Atago and Ashigara to a more advanced setup than the 
Kongo-class, Bucci said in a telephone interview with Reuters. 
He declined to cite a potential value for such upgrades other 
than millions of dollars. 

Included would be new brains for the Aegis system's 
radar, designed to be able to thwart ballistic missiles at the 
same time as defend against other airborne attacks. 

Also included would be new computing infrastructure, 
displays, consoles and sensors, Bucci said from Huntsville, 
Alabama, where he was attending an Army-supported 
conference on space and missile defense. 

With such a modernization, the Atago and Ashigara 
would be capable of firing an updated SM-3 missile that Japan 
is co-developing with the United States. Kongo-class 
destroyers would need a separate upgrade of their own to 
achieve this. 

The updated SM-3 interceptor, known as Block IIA, is a 
cornerstone of the penultimate phase of President Barack 
Obama's roadmap for defending NATO'S European territory 
against missile attack. 

The interceptor's larger rocket motors and advanced "hit-
to-kill" warhead are meant to defend a greater area. The 
warhead works by colliding with its target. The program is on 
track for a 2018 delivery, Raytheon, the U.S. partner, said in 
March. Mitsubishi Heavy Industries Ltd is the Japanese 
contractor. 
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The cooperative research effort on the updated interceptor 
been carried out under a U.S.-Japanese memorandum of 
agreement signed shortly after North Korea's surprise Aug. 31, 
1998, launch of a three-stage Taepo Dong-1 missile that 
overflew Japan before falling into the Pacific. 

Bucci in the interview said he was "pretty sure" that South 
Korea, which has three Aegis-equipped destroyers, has been 
talking to the U.S. Navy about similar ship upgrades to 
ballistic missile defense configuration. 

The U.S. Defense Department and the Navy had no 
immediate comment on any such possible programs for Japan 
or South Korea. 

The U.S. Navy's own fleet of ballistic missile defense-
capable Aegis ships is schedule to grow from 24 at the end of 
fiscal 2011 to 36 by the end of fiscal 2018, according to an 
August 10, 2012, report by the nonpartisan Congressional 
Research Service, a Library of Congress arm. 
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10. Anti-Japan Protests Erupt In China Over Disputed Island 
(NEW YORK TIMES 20 AUG 12) ... Keith Bradsher, Martin Fackler and Andrew Jacobs 

HONG KONG — Anti-Japanese protests spread across 
China over the weekend, and the landing of Japanese activists 
on a disputed island on Sunday sharply intensified tensions 
between the two countries. 

Protesters took to the streets in nearly a dozen Chinese 
cities on Saturday and Sunday in response to Japan’s detention 
on Wednesday and deportation on Friday of a separate group 
of activists from Hong Kong, Macau and China who had 
landed on the same island, part of a chain of uninhabited 
islands known as the Diaoyu in China and the Senkakus in 
Japan. Demonstrations took place in cities up and down 
China’s eastern provinces, according to Xinhua, the official 
news agency. 

The Chinese state news media portrayed the 
demonstrations as fairly small, each involving fewer than 200 
people, and not extending to inland provinces. But 
photographs posted on Sina Weibo, the country’s most widely 
used microblogging service, suggested that the crowds had 
been far larger. In one photo said to be from the southwestern 
city of Chengdu, deep in China’s interior, the number of 
protesters appeared to be in the thousands. 

“Defend the Diaoyu Islands to the death,” one banner 
said. Another said, “Even if China is covered with graves, we 
must kill all Japanese.” 

Another photograph showed a handwritten sign taped to 
the entrance of Suning, a popular electronics store, telling 
customers it was no longer selling Japanese products. 

Some protests appear to have turned violent. According to 
several postings, demonstrators on Sunday attacked sushi 
restaurants or other businesses perceived to have a Japanese 
connection. Several photographs said to be from Shenzhen, 
across the border from Hong Kong, showed what appeared to 
be damaged or overturned cars — most of them Japanese 
models — as well as several police vehicles. 

The demonstrations appeared to be sanctioned and 
chaperoned by the police, who generally prohibit public 
protests unless they suit the needs of the Communist Party. In 
the past, Beijing has allowed nationalist sentiment to bubble 
up into street demonstrations, but the authorities usually keep 
them contained out of concern they might spiral out of control 
or turn into popular antigovernment sentiment. 

Even as the protests began unfolding Sunday morning, a 
group of conservative Japanese activists might have planted 
the seeds for further anger in China. About 10 of the activists, 
including local assembly members from Tokyo, swam ashore 
to the disputed island, Uotsuri. While Japan controls the island 
chain, the Tokyo government restricts access to avoid 
inflaming regional tensions. The 10 who landed Sunday did so 

without permission, and were later questioned by the Japanese 
Coast Guard. 

Members of the group said they were responding to the 
pro-China activists’ landing, and they urged Prime Minister 
Yoshihiko Noda to do more to defend the islands. “Four days 
ago there was an illegal landing of Chinese people on the 
island,” Koichi Mukoyama, a lawmaker who was sailed to the 
island but did not swim ashore, was quoted as saying by The 
Associated Press. “We need to solidly reaffirm our own 
territory.” 

The Chinese Foreign Ministry reacted angrily, after 
having asked Japan to make sure no activists reached the 
island. “Japanese right-wing elements have illegally violated 
China’s territorial sovereignty,” Qin Gang, a spokesman, said 
on the ministry’s Web site. “Relevant officials from the 
Foreign Ministry have already made stern representations to 
the Japanese ambassador, making a strong protest and urging 
Japan to cease actions that are damaging China’s territorial 
sovereignty.” 

The Japanese activists were part of a group of 
conservative members of Parliament and local politicians who 
arrived at the island on nearly two dozen boats that carried 
about 150 people. The Japanese Coast Guard did not release 
the names of the activists who had made it to the island’s 
rocky shore. Photos of the landing by the Kyodo News 
Agency showed several men and at least one woman standing 
in wet street clothes as they displayed a Japanese flag on 
shore. 

In China, Global Times, a nationalist-inflected newspaper 
owned by People’s Daily, the Communist Party mouthpiece, 
held an impromptu seminar on the crisis on Sunday, with 
many participants calling for more radical action. During the 
seminar, one hawkish analyst, Dai Xu, called on the Chinese 
military to seize Japanese ships. 

Maj. Gen. Luo Yuan, one of the most outspokenly 
hawkish generals in China, called on China to send 100 boats 
to defend the islands. 

“If necessary, we could make the Diaoyu Islands a target 
range for China’s Air Force and plant mines around them,” he 
said, according to a microblog posting by the newspaper. 

But Hu Xijin, the editor of Global Times and an organizer 
of the seminar, counseled restraint, a departure from his 
usually militant writings on China’s territorial disputes. He 
belittled the Japanese activists as “provocative right-wing 
monkeys,” but said the dispute was not worth a full-scale war 
between the countries. “Chinese people, please don’t be overly 
angered by this,” he wrote. “We should have more confidence 
and view Japan from a global perspective.” 
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While many postings on microblogs expressed rage 
against the Japanese, a significant number criticized the 
Chinese government for its timidity. Many such postings, 
however, were promptly deleted. 

Confrontations between Japan and China on or near the 
contested islands have the potential to become larger 
international incidents. China halted exports of crucial rare 
earth metals to Japan for nearly two months after the Japanese 
Coast Guard in 2010 detained a mainland Chinese fishing 
vessel that slammed into a coast guard ship when it was 
intercepted near one of the islands. 

The export halt drew international attention to Chinese 
restrictions on exports of rare earths and helped lead to the 
filing last spring of a World Trade Organization case 
challenging China’s right to limit exports of such important 
minerals. Japan joined the United States and the European 
Union in filing the case, the first time that Tokyo has brought 
a trade case against its much larger neighbor. 

A rare-earth industry executive said there had been no 
sign so far this time of a disruption in Chinese exports of the 
strategic minerals. The executive insisted on anonymity 
because of the diplomatic delicacy of the issue. 
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PPIIRRAACCYY::  
11. Bangladesh Rescues 60 Fishermen From Pirates 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 17 AUG 12) 

DHAKA — Bangladesh authorities said Friday they had 
rescued at least 60 fishermen abducted last week by pirates in 
the Bay of Bengal, as naval and air forces crack down on 
criminal activity at sea. 

Coast guard Lieutenant Commander Shafiqul Alam told 
AFP the fishermen were captured by the Bangladeshi pirates 
as they were fishing close to the Sundarbans mangrove forest. 

"Initially, we thought some 50 fishermen were abducted, 
but we found more than 60," said Alam, adding the pirates 
abandoned the fishermen as naval personnel closed in. 

No pirates have been arrested, he said. 
Armed pirates routinely rob, kidnap or extort money from 

fishermen working along the coastline, and the government 
has deployed a force of 300 men to tackle the problem. 
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PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
12. Dial Back Pay Raises, Report Says 
(NAVY TIMES 27 AUG 12) ... Rick Maze 

The time is right to scrimp on military pay raises, says a 
new report that appears to agree with a Pentagon proposal to 
cap basic pay hikes starting in 2015. 

The report, commissioned by the Defense Department, 
was conducted by the Rand Corp., a think tank that has done 
considerable research for the military on ways to hold down 
personnel costs. 

The report offers three reasons to justify military raises 
that are smaller than annual private-sector wage growth: 

 A tight civilian job market has improved military 
recruiting and also has made midcareer troops less 
likely to leave. 

 The end of combat operations in Iraq and the winding 
down of the mission in Afghanistan will dampen the 
political fallout of smaller raises. 

 Service members are well compensated after a 
decade of robust increases in pay and benefits. Since 
2000, basic pay has risen by 45 percent, compared 
with increases of 33 percent in private-sector wages 
and 31 percent in the cost of consumer goods and 
services. 

When tax-free housing and food allowances are factored 
in, the report says, enlisted members are better paid than 80 
percent or more of civilians, compared with less than 60 
percent in 2000. 

“Military pay buys a lot more than it used to,” the report 
says. “Overall, conditions are currently favorable for DoD to 
… slow the growth in military pay, enabling savings in 

military personnel costs while achieving force management 
goals.” 

This is hardly the first report to attack military pay and 
benefits — but this one supports an active Defense 
Department initiative. 

The five-year defense budget plan unveiled by the 
Pentagon in January proposes 2013 and 2014 raises that would 
continue to match average annual increases in private-sector 
wage growth. The request for 2013 is 1.7 percent; the size of 
the 2014 raise will depend on private-sector wage growth next 
year. 

The nonpartisan Congressional Budget Office estimates 
that growth will be 3.3 percent, but the actual amount won’t be 
known until fall. 

However, defense officials have said that beginning in 
2015, they would begin proposing smaller pay raises that 
presumably would be less than the average annual increase in 
private-sector wages. 

Defense officials have never laid out in public testimony 
the details of their proposed raises for 2015 and beyond. 

Documents released by DoD in February in conjunction 
with the fiscal 2013 budget proposal said only that raises 
beyond fiscal 2014 “will be lower.” 

The documents also said the lower raises are being 
delayed for two years to give troops time “to accommodate 
these changes.” 

In February testimony on the defense plan, a senior 
Pentagon personnel official, JoAnn Rooney, told the House 
Armed Services Committee that “slowing future growth of 
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military compensation” was a key part of DoD’s effort to cope 
with postwar force cuts and tighter budgets. 

Defense officials “understand [that] current fiscal 
pressures demand change and that the costs of military 
compensation are significant,” Rooney said. “Some cost 
savings will be achieved through proposing more limited pay 
raises.” 

Pay-Cap Options 
Congress has not yet reacted to the Pentagon pay study 

because lawmakers do not need to directly address something 
that will not happen for at least two years, according to 
congressional aides who work on personnel issues. However, 
the CBO is skeptical that lawmakers would approve the 
capping of military pay. 

The Rand report lays out three options for capping 
military pay raises, and how much money each would save: 

 A one-time pay freeze that would save about $1.2 
billion the first year and $17.7 billion over 10 years. 

 A one-time pay cap that would hold the military raise 
to half a percentage point less than average private-
sector wage growth, which would save $360 million 
in the first year and $5.2 billion over 10 years. 

 Four years of military raises capped at half a 
percentage point less than private-sector raises, which 
would save $360 million the first year and $17.5 
billion over 10 years. 

The report does not specifically recommend any of the 
options but notes that a four-year pay-raise cap could be hard 
to maintain because recruiting and retention might worsen, the 
economy might improve, or new strains on the force could 
emerge. Any of these factors could erode support for 
maintaining limits on military raises, the report says. 

While the report emphasizes how military raises have 
well outpaced private-sector wage growth since 2000, it never 
points out that military pay was far behind civilian pay at that 
point. 

From 2000 to 2011, Congress approved annual military 
pay raises that outpaced private-sector wage growth precisely 
because military pay had badly lagged in the 1990s — a big 
factor in a recruiting and retention crisis that took hold after 
the post-Cold War drawdown that decade. 

In fact, 1998 and 1999 saw the peak of the so-called “pay 
gap,” a comparative measure of annual military and private-
sector pay growth since 1982, the last time rough parity was 
thought to exist. 

With the pay gap at 13.5 percent and troops voting with 
their feet, Congress embarked on its 11-year campaign to 
make military pay competitive again. 

A Lesson Not Learned? 
The considerable effort required to make that happen over 

more than a decade will be for naught if military pay is again 
allowed to lag behind civilian wages, advocates say. 

“It seems like this is a lesson we never learn,” said retired 
Col. Steve Strobridge, government relations director for the 
Military Officers Association of America and a former 
compensation director for the Air Force. 

“What will happen, most likely, is what has happened in 
the past,” he said. “We will cap people and short their pay … 
and keep doing it until the pain starts to show with reduced 
recruiting and reduced retention, and then you reverse course. 

“We turn the tap on, we turn the tap off, and in the 
process leave a military compensation system that lacks basic 
principles, like paying people a fair wage,” he said. “What 
message are you trying to send when you say to people in the 
military that they don’t deserve the same pay as the average 
American?” 

“Capping basic pay is about the worst thing the military 
could do,” said Todd Harrison, a defense analyst with the 
nonpartisan Center for Strategic and Budgetary Assessments. 

“Basic pay is one of the most cost-effective forms of 
military compensation. DoD should reduce other, less valued 
forms of compensation before [it considers] touching basic 
pay,” said Harrison, who in July released a study based on 
surveys of current and former service members about what 
trade-offs they would make in their pay and benefits. 

A Long-Term Struggle 
Since the dawn of the all-volunteer force after the 

Vietnam War, the Pentagon has struggled with how to set 
military pay rates. Defense officials want to spend enough to 
be competitive with the private-sector and fair to the troops 
while being prudent stewards of taxpayer dollars. 

The general view has been that military pay should be 
“comparable” to what service members would earn if they 
were not in uniform, according to the Military Compensation 
Background Papers, a DoD history of pay and benefits. 

In the early 1970s, military pay was kept roughly equal to 
the pay of federal civilian workers with similar years of 
service, but that didn’t work well because federal pay was not 
keeping pace with private-sector salaries. 

By 1981, military wages were considered to be far behind 
what service members could earn in the private-sector, leading 
to two huge catch-up raises: 11.7 percent in fiscal 1981 in the 
last Carter administration budget and 14.3 percent in fiscal 
1982 in the first Reagan administration budget. 

But military pay quickly began to lag behind the private-
sector again, leading to the peak 13.5 percent pay gap in 1999. 

The next year saw Congress approve a new pay formula 
that required annual military raises to be half a percentage 
point above average private-sector wage growth as measured 
by the Labor Department’s Employment Cost Index, or ECI. 

Initially imposed for just five years — over DoD 
objections — the “ECI-plus-½” formula was used by Congress 
for 11 years, cutting the pay gap to 2.4 percent by 2010, where 
it remains. 

However, DoD strongly argues that any pay gap 
disappeared long ago if military housing and food allowances 
are factored in. 

Those allowances, which with basic pay form what DoD 
calls “Regular Military Compensation,” saw major increases 
over the past decade as a result of changes in the way they are 
calculated and paid. 

In fact, the 2008 Quadrennial Review of Military 
Compensation argued that, using the RMC yardstick, service 
members were paid better than their civilian counterparts. The 
QRMC said cash compensation for enlisted members was, on 
average, $5,400 more than for comparable civilians. Officers 
did even better, with average cash compensation $6,000 more 
than civilians with similar experience and education. 

Lawrence Korb of the Center for American Progress, the 
Pentagon’s top personnel official from 1981 to 1985, said he 
agrees with the Rand report’s conclusion that military raises 



 

15 
 

have been overly generous in recent years, but he said he is 
not sure a long-term cap on military raises is the answer. 

Korb said he supports keeping military raises at the same 
level as annual private-sector wage growth. 

“We got ourselves in a lot of trouble in the ’70s, when we 
capped raises,” he said. “We do not need to do that again.” 
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13. One Officer Community Faces Retirement Board 
O-5s will learn fate this fall; another officer group spared 
(NAVY TIMES 27 AUG 12) ... Jacqueline Klimas 

One officer community is still facing forced retirements 
this year, while another has been spared. 

A selective early retirement board for active-duty 
commanders in the Supply Corps will convene Sept. 11, 
according to NAVADMIN 244/12, released Aug. 8 by Vice 
Adm. Scott Van Buskirk, chief of naval personnel. A board 
had also been planned for captains and commanders in the 
oceanography community, but it was canceled after receiving 
enough volunteers, according to the fleetwide message. 

In February, Navy officials said they were seeking two 
captains and three commanders in oceanography for early 
retirement. 

The Supply Corps board was initially set for July. A Navy 
Personnel Command spokesman, as of press time, did not 
know why the board was pushed back. Initial plans called for 
selecting 14 commanders in the Supply Corps for early 
retirement, but this number may have changed. 

O-5s in the Supply Corps who failed to be promoted to 
captain two or more times and made rank between Sept. 1, 
2000, and May 1, 2006, will be considered for early 
retirement. 

Officers exempted from consideration have either 
approved voluntary requirement requests or are on the list 
recommended for promotion. 

Also exempted are those who will have statutory 
retirements this fiscal year or next. 

By law, the number of commanders selected for early 
retirement cannot exceed 30 percent of those considered, 
according to the message. 

The board will make selections based upon leadership, 
integrity, and proven and sustained performance, the Navy has 
said. 

Those selected will be notified as soon as possible after 
the board ends. The mandatory retirement date is expected to 
be April 1. 

No other selective early retirement boards are planned for 
this fiscal year, which ends Sept. 30. It was unknown whether 
more would be necessary next year. 

This year’s cuts will be significantly fewer than those 
made in fiscal 2011, which resulted in 124 captains and 
commanders being selected for early retirement. 
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14. Five Things Every Sailor Should Know About Mandatory Flu Vaccines 
(NAVY TIMES 27 AUG 12) ... Tony Lombardo 

Fall is right around the corner, and that means flu season 
is, too. To prepare the fleet, the Navy has issued new guidance 
for receiving influenza vaccinations. The full details can be 
found in NAVADMIN 246/12. 

What you need to know: 
Why Do You Need It? 
Nobody wants to get sick. But in terms of the Navy, 

mission readiness declines when a sailor is stuck in sick bay 
with the flu. In the U.S., 25 million cases of flu each year 
result in 150,000 hospitalizations and 24,000 deaths, the Navy 
reports. 

A vaccination is literally your best shot at avoiding the flu 
each year, according to the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention. 

What’s In The Vaccine? 
Flu viruses constantly change, according to CDC, so the 

vaccination also changes from year to year. This year’s shot 
combats the following strains: 

 A/California/7/2009 H1N1-like virus. 

 A/Victoria/361/2011 H3N2-like virus. 

 B/1/2010-like virus. 

These are expected to be the “most prevalent strains in the 
upcoming season,” according to the Navy. The bottom two 
strains on the list are new CDC recommendations for this year. 
Flu vaccines have come in two forms — a shot or a nasal 
spray. 

Who Has To Take It? 
It’s required of all Defense Department personnel — 

active duty, reserve and civilian — who aren’t medically or 
administratively exempt. “Any refusal to receive the influenza 
vaccine will constitute a failure to obey a lawful order and 
may be punishable under the Uniform Code of Military 
Justice,” the fleet-wide message states. 

What Are The Side Effects? 
The viruses in a flu shot are inactivated, so you can’t get 

the flu, the CDC reports. You can suffer soreness, redness or 
swelling where the shot was given, and experience a low-
grade fever or aches. In rare cases, there may be an allergic 
reaction. 

The nasal spray has weakened viruses that do not cause 
severe symptoms. Side effects could include runny nose, 
headache, sore throat and cough. 

When Will I Get The Vaccine? 
August may seem early to be talking flu shots, but it’s 

not. Flu season kicks off in earnest in October, but the CDC 
recommends receiving vaccines as early as this month. 

The Navy plan is to ship the majority of doses to units by 
the end of September. Once receiving the vaccines, units have 
three working days to administer them. Reserve units have one 
drilling weekend to issue vaccines. Command personnel report 
the completions through the Medical Readiness Reporting 
System. 
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Navy Region Hawaii will participate in a “multiservice 
influenza mass vaccination exercise” to administer the 
vaccine. Further details on this exercise were forthcoming, 
according to the fleet-wide message. 

For dependents, Tricare beneficiaries can get vaccinated 
with no co-pay at a network pharmacy, according to the 
message. 
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15. Staffers With Area Roots Help Keep Angels In Sky 
(CHICAGO TRIBUNE 19 AUG 12) ... Ellen Jean Hirst 

The morning of an air show, Vania Reid starts the 
rumbling of the U.S. Navy Blue Angels jet engines. She 
listens and looks for problems, for leaks and cracks. When she 
gives the go-ahead, pilots take off for a test run. When they 
return, she inspects the jets again. 

On Saturday morning she'll be at the Gary Jet Center in 
Indiana, going through her checklist before the start of the 
Chicago Air & Water Show. 

The Blue Angels air acrobats are one of about 25 aviation 
acts that will entertain spectators during the two-day event 
along the city's shoreline. 

Reid, 22, is the oldest of three girls who grew up with a 
single mom. She followed her mother with her sisters from 
their home in Trelawny, Jamaica, to Waukegan in 2007. 

At first, Reid said, her family lived in a small apartment 
and had an old, unreliable car. Reid graduated from North 
Chicago Community High School in May 2008 and left for 
Navy boot camp two months later. She is now a logistics 
specialist second class and a crew chief for the famous Blue 
Angels. 

"There are opportunities out there," Reid said. "You are 
your own limit, and you can always do more." 

This weekend's Chicago Air & Water Show brings Reid 
to see her mom, after not being home for a visit in nearly a 
year. Her mother and sisters will watch the show on North 
Avenue Beach while Reid helps run the show with a 40-
member crew, including two others from the Chicago area. 

Bobby Shah, of Chicago, is an aviation structural 
mechanic first class in the Navy and a quality assurance team 
member for the Blue Angels. While Reid's eyes are some of 
the first to check out the jets before a show, his eyes also are 
the last. 

"I make sure the airplanes don't fall out of the sky," Shah 
said. 

Shah also has volunteered as this year's Air & Water 
Show disc jockey, coordinating music with the acts. 

"Every maneuver has a song to it," Shah said. "We'll have 
anywhere from country to Adele, a little Metallica, a bit of 
rock in there, a mix of old and kind of new." 

Shah is excited to see his children, who live in Chicago. 
Jon Cvek, of Batavia, a Blue Angles aviation technician 

and a Navy petty officer second class, is in his third and final 
year with the Blue Angels. He communicates with the pilots 
via radio when they're in the air and serves as the crew's lead 
troubleshooter. 

"I'm talking to them when they roll out," Cvek said. "If 
we see fuel leaking or something, we make sure it's safe." 

If something is wrong with a jet, Cvek guides the pilot 
through landing and puts him in a spare plane that is primed to 
take off. The audience doesn't have a clue what happened, 
Cvek said. 

"We don't miss a beat." 
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16. Navy SEAL From Michigan Dies In Crash In Afghanistan 
(DETROIT FREE PRESS 18 AUG 12) 

GRAND RAPIDS -- A Navy SEAL who grew up in 
Michigan was among seven American troops who died in a 
Black Hawk helicopter crash in southern Afghanistan, a 
family member said Friday. 

Harold Voorhees said 27-year-old David J. Warsen's 
fiancée, Karlyn Deveau, was notified of his death in San 
Diego, where they lived before his deployment. Voorhees, 
Warsen's great-uncle and a Kent County commissioner, said 
Deveau was traveling to Michigan to make funeral 
arrangements. 

Warsen graduated from East Kentwood High School in 
Kentwood, Voorhees said. He described him as an "upbeat" 
and "wonderful guy" who made sacrifices to serve as a Navy 
SEAL. 

"What he went through to have that designation takes a 
lot of self-sacrifice," Voorhees said. 

On Friday morning, the Defense Department hadn't 
confirmed the names of those who died. Four Afghans also 
were killed. 

Family members planned to meet in the Grand Rapids 
area Friday to learn more about Warsen's death and make 
arrangements, Voorhees said. On Friday, they recalled how 
Warsen, who had been in the Navy for nearly four years, took 
pride in serving his country. 

Warsen is the 12th member of the U.S. military with 
known Michigan ties who died in 2012 supporting military 
operations in Afghanistan, according to an Associated Press 
count. 
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AAVVIIAATTIIOONN::  
17. Poseidon Rises 
Fla. Aviators Train on Navy’s New Surveillance Aircraft 
(NAVY TIMES 27 AUG 12) ... Mark Faram 

NAVAL AIR STATION JACKSONVILLE, Fla. — The 
first fleet squadron has its hands on the Navy’s next-
generation, sub-hunting aircraft, slated to make its deployment 
debut late next year. 

The P-8A Poseidon is a maritime surveillance and 
reconnaissance aircraft with distinct improvements over the P-
3 Orion, which is being phased out after service that included 
searching for enemy subs during the Cold War. 

The switch to the P-8 from the P-3 is a long-anticipated 
one: The older airframe has been in service for more than 50 
years, joining the Air Force’s B-52 bomber in that elite 
category. 

That long service life has created structural problems for 
P-3s in recent years, grounding the Navy’s patrol fleet while 
aircraft are inspected. 

But the P-8 gives new life, with improvements. Using jet 
engines instead of turboprops, the Poseidon can stay on station 
longer and with better comfort for the crew. 

The first fleet P-8 arrived in Jacksonville in March, when 
the fleet replacement squadron for the community, Patrol 
Squadron 30, began to kick the tires and get trainers up to 
speed. 

In June, VP-16 returned from its final P-3 deployment and 
turned in its aircraft. In July, its members started training at 
VP-30 in the Poseidon. 

VP-16 will train with the fleet replacement squadron 
through the rest of the year, said Capt. Mark Stevens, VP-30’s 
commanding officer. Next will come training, exercises and 
inspections in preparation for a December 2013 deployment to 
7th Fleet, Stevens said. 

The P-8 is expected to first pick up where the P-3 left off, 
with aerial reconnaissance and sub-hunting missions. But the 
Poseidon will take the mission to a new level when the 
unmanned Broad Area Maritime Surveillance — or BAMS — 
aircraft joins the fleet in 2015. Working in tandem with this 
drone, P-8 crews will be able to extend their range even 
farther. New VP squadrons will begin training on the P-8 
every six months. “The second fleet squadron to transition to 
P-8 will be VP-5, followed by VP-45 and then the remainder 
of Jacksonville VP squadrons,” Stevens said. 

After Jacksonville, the plan is to transition the three 
Kaneohe Bay, Hawaii, squadrons and then finish up with the 
three in Whidbey Island, Wash. Details on these transitions are 
still being worked out, officials said. 

VP-30 already trains all new P-3 crews on their way to 
fleet squadrons: This will continue side-by-side with the P-8 
training — at least until the P-3 is phased out of the fleet by 
2020. 

Because of the dual mission, the command now has a new 
section called the P-8 Fleet Introduction Team. 

The challenge for these pilots and naval flight officers has 
been to get up to speed quickly enough to be the training 
experts for the fleet squadrons. 

“We have been focused on building our initial instructor 
cadre of P-8A pilots, [naval flight officers], weapons and 
electronic warfare officers,” Stevens said. 

But the most challenging part of the training so far has 
been finding aircraft to fly. They received their second P-8 in 
July. 

“We have had a single P-8A aircraft available to conduct 
flight training events [since March],” Stevens said. “We have 
flown over 150 hours a month on the first P-8 aircraft in order 
to prepare our instructors.” Jacksonville will receive four more 
P-8s by January, Stevens said. Seven more are slated to begin 
delivery in April. 

When VP-16 deploys, it will do so with six aircraft and 12 
certified combat aircrews, Stevens said. 

Training The Crews 
What’s helped the P-8 trainers is that across the street 

from the squadron’s hanger is the P-8A Integrated Training 
Center, a simulation facility opened in December. Like other 
training efforts, the sim center is gradually expanding, but it 
already has a baseline of simulators up and running and now 
training fleet aircrews. 

Fleet squadron training begins with two weeks of lectures 
and computer-based classroom work to give a basic 
familiarization of the aircraft. Then crews migrate to the 
training facility. 

For the pilots, the simulation comes in a “full motion 
trainer” that replicates the total experience, from what pilots 
see out their windows to the noises they hear while flying. 

The pilots can simply fly the “aircraft,” or they can link 
up with another simulator called the weapons tactics trainer, 
designed for flight, electronics and weapons officers. The 
tactics trainer includes a mock-up of all the stations lined up in 
the aircraft’s fuselage port side. When hooked together, they 
can simulate complete mission systems. 

The next training step is to take those new skills and work 
them in the air, something that VP-16 began doing the week of 
Aug. 13. Stevens said the arrival of more aircraft over the 
remainder of this year should make training easier. 

The enlisted maintenance crews are also making the 
transition to the new aircraft, attending classes at the 
Jacksonville Air Technical Training Unit — which also 
conducts advance training for P-3 and helicopter maintainers 
onboard NAS Jacksonville. 

Since the P-8 airframe is similar to other commercial 
aircraft made by Boeing, the maintainers from both VP-30 and 
VP-16 are learning this new aircraft together, under the 
tutelage of experts provided by the manufacturer. 

The maintenance classroom training, Stevens said, is 
peppered with visits to the VP-30 hangar to get “hands on” 
with the actual aircraft — visits that can be tough to schedule. 

“The aircraft doesn’t spend much time on the deck” 
Stevens said. “When it is on the deck, maintainers or 
[ordnance crews] are training on it.” 
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18. Israel Considers Leasing V-22s Intended for U.S. Marines 
(DEFENSE NEWS 20 AUG 12) ... Barbara Opall-Rome 

TEL AVIV — Israeli military planners are considering a 
special-needs request to lease up to eight V-22 Ospreys still 
under production by Bell Helicopters and Boeing for the U.S. 
Marine Corps, according to sources. 

Under the prospective lease-to-buy scheme, Israel would 
request new V-22s rolling off production lines and scheduled 
for delivery to the Corps in the first half of 2013. In parallel, 
the Israel Air Force (IAF) would seek an expedited four-
month training program in the U.S. for pilots and crews tapped 
to fly and maintain its new V-22 squadron. 

Advocates for the prospective special-needs request 
acknowledge it is an extraordinary departure from Israel's 
traditionally methodical, multiyear process of acquiring front-
line aircraft, and logistical support through the Pentagon's 
Foreign Military Sales program or via direct commercial sales. 
In interviews here, they noted that the Pentagon has previously 
approved leasing for KC-135 tankers and other systems but 
conceded that such ideals never involved new aircraft still in 
production. 

Nevertheless, sources here insisted that strategic and 
political conditions are ripe for such a request, given 
Washington's pre-election push to bolster bilateral ties and 
ease Israeli anxieties through a menu of enhanced security 
measures. 

"Right now, it's still an internal matter. We haven't yet 
determined how or even whether we should move forward 
with a formal request," an Israeli defense source said. "We'd 
first have to ask the Marines to give up their place in [the 
production] line. Then, assuming they agree, we'd have to 
work out with the Pentagon an acceptable model of payment 
so that the bulk of funding will come much later.” 

In a mid-May interview just days after retiring as 
commander of the IAF, Maj. Gen. Ido Nehushtan said the tilt-
rotor Ospreys offered "unique and valuable capabilities … that 
will provide an advantage for the Israel Defense Forces 
[IDF].” 

He noted that IAF officers and ground commanders have 
intensified contacts with the Marine Corps over the past year 
to familiarize themselves with V-22 performance attributes. 

"I flew it myself ... and I came to the conclusion that we 
will have to consider the V-22 very seriously for funding in 
the upcoming [2013-17] multiyear plan or the one after that." 

On Aug. 12, a military officer said "near final versions" of 
the 2013-17 investment plan under review in the IDF General 
Staff do not provide "even the minimum initial funding" for 
V-22 procurement. 

He noted that the $3.1 billion in annual U.S. military 
grant aid pledged during the upcoming plan has already been 
committed to F-35 fighters, Namer heavy armored personnel 
carriers, C-130J airlifters and Honeywell engines for the IAF's 
new Italian-made advanced trainer. 

"Whichever way you look at it, we're tapped out," the 
officer said. The prospective leasing scheme, he insisted, is 
"the only way to get this important capability over here in the 
near term when we'll need it.” 

He declined to elaborate on the operational urgency for 
these tilt-rotor aircraft; however, it's widely assumed here that 
given the turbulence on Israel's borders, as well as the looming 
Iran threat, Israel will be required to perform more special 
missions in the near term. A Pentagon source said he was 
aware of Israel's interest in the V-22 but had not heard of 
ongoing discussions regarding the prospective special-needs 
leasing request. He added that the subject did not come up 
during a visit here this month by Frank Kendall, the U.S. 
undersecretary of defense for acquisition, technology and 
logistics. 

Under U.S. security assistance guidelines, the Pentagon is 
permitted to sign lease agreements with eligible foreign 
countries provided that recipients pay for all costs, including 
depreciation, restoration or replacement in the event of loss. 

"If the secretary of defense directs the Marine Corps to 
make these aircraft available, there is a legal way of 
transferring these assets," the Pentagon source said. 

When asked if the Marines and the Pentagon would 
favorably entertain such a request from Israel, a U.S. officer 
accompanying Defense Secretary Leon Panetta on a visit here 
earlier this month replied, "If the Israelis determined that [the 
V-22s] are essential for their security, I think the department 
would make every effort to accommodate their legitimate 
needs.” 

Israel's Defense Ministry declined to comment on what a 
spokesman here characterized as "sensitive, internal 
discussions.” 
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SSUUBBMMAARRIINNEESS::  
19. Navy To Repair Sub That Caught Fire In Maine 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 18 AUG 12) ... David Sharp 

PORTLAND, Maine— The U.S. Navy intends to repair a 
nuclear-powered attack submarine that was severely damaged 
by a fire while in dry dock and then return it to the fleet, Navy 
officials Friday. 

While engineering assessments are ongoing, the Navy has 
decided to repair the USS Miami and is committed to doing 
so, Navy spokeswoman Lt. Courtney Hillson told The 
Associated Press. 

"Our goal is to return the Miami to the fleet because this 
makes sense operationally and fiscally," Hillson said. 

There had been lingering questions over whether it would 
make financial sense to repair the 22-year-old submarine, 
which is based in Groton, Conn. Early estimates put the 
damage at $400 million. 

A former shipyard worker from Portsmouth, N.H., is 
charged with setting the fire on May 23 while the sub was in 
dry dock at the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard in Kittery, Maine, 
for a 20-month overhaul. 

The fire got out of control, and the submarine's steel hull 
trapped heat, causing superheated smoke and a stubborn fire 
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that took more than 100 firefighters about 12 hours to 
extinguish. 

The fire caused heavy damage to forward compartments 
including living quarters, a command and control center and 
the torpedo room but did not reach the back of the submarine, 
where the nuclear propulsion components are located. Two 
crew members, three shipyard firefighters and two civilian 
firefighters were hurt. 

The Navy previously requested the reallocation of $220 
million for unfunded ship repairs for the current fiscal year, 
with the understanding that some of it would go to the USS 
Miami. Additional money would be required to complete the 
repairs to the Los Angeles-class submarine, officials said. 

A Navy official said more information is expected next 
week. 

Sen. Susan Collins, R-Maine and a member of the Senate 
Defense Appropriations Committee, said the committee has 
approved $150 million to begin repairs and she vowed to 
continue efforts to secure funds to complete the project. 

"It will mean so much to the workforce to be able to fix 
the ship in Kittery," she said in a statement. 

The Navy will provide a briefing for congressional staff 
on the Miami, said U.S. Rep. Joe Courtney, a Democrat whose 
eastern Connecticut district includes the Naval Submarine 
Base in Groton. Electric Boat, which built the Miami and is 
based in Groton, likely will be involved along with the 
Portsmouth Naval Shipyard in making the necessary repairs, 
Courtney said. 

"This is not a normal repair and maintenance job," he 
said. "This is major body work." 

Sen. Olympia Snowe, R-Maine, said she'll work with 
other lawmakers and stakeholders to ensure that shipyard 
workers have "the resources they require to rapidly return the 
USS Miami to sea." 

Last month, the Navy announced its intent to enter into an 
agreement with Electric Boat for advanced planning for 
potential repairs that would be performed at Portsmouth Naval 
Shipyard. 

Some observers had questioned whether the extreme heat 
damaged the structural integrity of the hull, which must 
withstand extreme pressure when the sub travels deep 
underwater. 

The Navy said it's confident that the sub can be made 
seaworthy. 

"We will make repairs, which require time, and we will 
coordinate with engineers and technical experts," Hillson, the 
Navy spokeswoman, said from the Pentagon. "However, we 
will do so without putting Sailors at risk. The safety of our 
personnel will continue to be our priority." 

The Naval Criminal Investigative Service said shipyard 
worker Casey James Fury confessed to setting the fire. 

Fury, 24, told the NCIS that he set the fire because he was 
feeling anxiety and wanted to go home but his medical leave 
had been used up. 

Fury, who faces charges that carry a maximum penalty of 
life in prison, has been ordered held without bail pending trial 
in U.S. District Court. 
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20. New Sub Gives Electric Boat A Mission For The Future 
With Ohio-class replacement in progress, Poitras seen as right leader at right time 
(NEW LONDON DAY 19 AUG 12) ... Jennifer McDermott 

GROTON -- The fate of Electric Boat depends on the 
design and construction of a new class of ballistic-missile 
submarines, EB's new president says. 

"I would say it is the future of EB," Kevin J. Poitras said 
in an interview last week. 

Usually EB's Virginia-class submarine program is in the 
spotlight, whether it's because Navy officials are praising it for 
being on time and under budget or members of Congress are 
trying to keep it on track despite the fiscal climate. 

But inside EB's New London offices, most designers and 
engineers are focused on creating the ballistic-missile 
submarine that will replace the Ohio-class. It's the first new 
design of a ballistic-missile submarine in 40 years. 

"The Ohio-class replacement is the next really big 
opportunity for EB," Loren B. Thompson, chief operating 
officer at the Lexington Institute, a nonprofit think tank, said 
last week. "Virginia-class construction will continue, but in 
terms of the design team and the engineers, the future is all 
about designing a replacement for the Ohio class." 

About two-thirds of the company's business today is 
building Virginia-class attack submarines. But when EB starts 
manufacturing the class of 12 ballistic-missile submarines, 
building each one, by sheer weight, will be akin to building 
three attack submarines. 

"It's three times the weight and almost three times the ship 
to build. That's a significant effort for us," said Poitras, who 
has led EB since May. 

He predicted the company eventually will need several 
thousand more employees to do it. 

The Pentagon has recommended delaying the start of 
construction on the ballistic-missile sub from 2019 to 2021. 
When construction begins, and EB is at the same time building 
two Virginia-class submarines a year with Newport News 
Shipbuilding in Virginia, the shipyard could need as many as 
16,000 people in Groton and at its Quonset Point 
manufacturing facility, Poitras said. EB currently employs 
about 11,400 people. 

The shipyard most likely wouldn't have bought New 
London property from Pfizer two years ago if the Navy didn't 
want a new ballistic-missile submarine, and would need only 
about half of the 4,500 designers and engineers it employs, 
Poitras said. 

"There's no question EB is growing right now and will 
grow because of the Ohio replacement program," U.S. Rep. 
Joe Courtney, D-2nd District, said. "And Kevin is the maestro 
of the program." 

'Time Went By Fast' 
Given Poitras' experience with the Ohio-class replacement 

program, it came as little surprise to many at EB and in the 
Navy that he was chosen to succeed John P. Casey when 
Casey left New London to become executive vice president of 
General Dynamics' Marine Systems group. 

Poitras was then senior vice president of engineering, 
design and business development at EB. He oversaw design 
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and engineering projects, including the Ohio-class 
replacement. 

"This is a time when you want an engineer running the 
place rather than a manufacturing guru," Thompson said, 
"because the Ohio replacement is going to be about 
development for the next decade, rather than about 
production." 

Poitras, 61, has worked at EB for nearly 40 years. He 
grew up north of Boston in Haverhill, Mass., and graduated 
from the Maine Maritime Academy. He said he wanted to go 
to sea as a merchant mariner but there weren't many ships to 
work on because of the Vietnam War. After driving by 
Electric Boat one day, he decided to apply. 

"I said, 'I'll stay here a couple of years and when shipping 
straightens out, I'll go out,'" Poitras said. "Time went by fast." 

He worked on ship overhaul and repair projects as an 
engineer, went into the yard when EB started building Los 
Angeles-class submarines, and continued to move up in the 
engineering and operations departments. The ballistic-missile 
submarine will be the fourth new ship design (including an 
aircraft carrier) he has helped advance to production. 

The work on the new sub is regenerating critical design 
skills at EB and in the industrial base. 

The Virginia-class design was 43 percent complete at the 
start of construction, Poitras said. Today, designers and 
engineers aim to complete 70 percent of the ballistic-missile 
sub's design by the start of construction to lower the lead 
ship's cost, which is currently estimated at $11.7 billion, 
including design. 

After the first, the rest of the class is estimated to cost $6 
billion per boat, which the Navy wants to reduce to $5 billion, 
according to the Congressional Budget Office. The Navy 
estimates that building the 12 submarines will cost $78 billion. 

'Bullish' On EB's Future 
For now, Poitras said his main priority is completing the 

transition from one Virginia-class submarine to two annually, 
while continuing to improve them. 

"I don't want to take my eye off the ball, so to speak," he 
said. 

The Congressional Budget Office has suggested that the 
Navy could buy three attack submarines annually for many of 
the years between 2014 and 2023 to prevent a shortfall in the 
fleet. Poitras said meeting such a request would be "within the 
capabilities here, certainly," since EB and Newport News each 
would build half of the additional submarine. 

The company faces a lull in its workload from October 
through January, but Poitras expects to hire about 250 people 
for the trades in Groton for 2013. He said it has been a few 
years since there were that many openings in the trades. 

Courtney said when it comes to the future of EB, he's 
"bullish." 

"The Virginia-class program is a keeper. It's going to be 
two subs a year for the rest of this decade and, I think, 
beyond," he said. "Then you've got what I think is the next big 
thing in the Navy, the Ohio replacement program, and EB is 
going to be right in the center of it." 

Sequestration - automatic spending cuts scheduled for 
Jan. 1 unless Congress acts - is a potential wrench in the plans. 

Poitras said EB may not be as vulnerable as others 
because of the contracts it has in place, and he is not preparing 
any layoff notices. But, he said, he is constantly watching the 
situation since one Virginia-class submarine could be canceled 
if the cuts are made. 

Despite the uncertainties about the federal budget, Poitras 
said, support for submarine programs within the Department 
of Defense and Congress is at a high point. He seemed 
optimistic, not only because of the projects on the horizon but 
also because of the people working on them. 

"Part of the fabric of the company is the people," he said. 
"There are a lot of people like me that came here, liked the 
people, liked the work. It's very rewarding. It gives you the 
opportunity to move around if you want to. You get up in the 
morning and you want to go work. You enjoy what you do and 
you enjoy the people you work with. I think you'll find that a 
lot around here." 
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CCOONNGGRREESSSS  //  BBUUDDGGEETT::  
21. Pentagon Says 'Normal Operations' Continue In Face Of Cutbacks 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 18 AUG 12) ... Tony Capaccio 

The Pentagon plans "to continue normal operations," such 
as issuing contracts, as it faces the prospect of $500 billion in 
potential cuts, Comptroller Robert Hale wrote lawmakers. 

In a letter today the leaders of the Senate Armed Services 
Committee, Hale reaffirmed the Pentagon’s position that the 
spending-cut process called sequestration “would be 
devastating” to the Defense Department “just as it would to 
every other affected federal agency” if it takes place as 
planned beginning Jan. 2. 

The Obama administration has decided to exempt $149 
billion earmarked for military pay and benefits in fiscal 2013 
from potential reductions. The department estimates the cuts 
“would result in about a 10 percent reduction in the non-
exempt” Defense Department accounts, Hale said. 

The reductions would lead to “near-universal disruption” 
to each of the Pentagon’s more than 2,500 weapons 
procurement and research accounts, he said. 

The defense reductions are part of $1.2 trillion in 
automatic, across-the-board reductions imposed for the next 
decade after talks failed last year on a bipartisan plan to curb 
the nation’s debt. The defense portion of the cuts amounts to 
$500 billion, and the reductions in fiscal 2013 will reach $55 
billion once interest is included. 

Defense Secretary Leon Panetta has urged Congress to 
take action to avert the cuts, while Republican lawmakers 
have said President Barack Obama should propose an 
alternative. 

“While we must be ready to implement sequestration if 
necessary, we are equally worried about a different type of 
problem,” Hale said in his letter today. “This would occur if 
sequestration does not happen but we end up triggering some 
the bad effects anyway.” 

Among the risks would be alarming employees 
“unnecessarily by announcing specific adverse personnel 
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actions or by suggesting that such actions are likely,” he 
wrote. 

The Pentagon doesn’t want “to hold back on the 
obligation of funds -- either for weapon projects or operating 
programs -- that would have been obligated in absence of a 
possible sequester, since this would introduce inefficiency and 

waste,” Hale said. He said the Pentagon also doesn’t want to 
reduce training. 

“To avoid these problems we plan to follow” Office of 
Management and Budget guidance “to continue normal 
operations,” Hale said. 

If Congress doesn’t halt the automatic cuts, “we will be 
ready,” Hale wrote. 
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22. Skeptics Doubt Defense Scare In Hampton Roads 
(NEWPORT NEWS DAILY PRESS 18 AUG 12) ... Hugh Lessig 

Some analysts don't buy the horror stories about looming 
defense cuts. Their message to the Hampton Roads military 
community goes something like this: 

We'll concede that regions like southeastern Virginia will 
feel the pain more than other places. And this process of 
sequestration, which lops off money across the board, is not a 
smart way to go about reducing the nation's defense budget. 

But if you step away from Naval Station Norfolk or 
Langley Air Force base and look at the issue from a wider 
view, the overall defense budget will not be decimated. The 
scary tales about America's military suddenly being vulnerable 
just don't ring true. 

Those nuclear-powered aircraft carriers home-ported in 
Norfolk? You've got more like them on the West Coast, and 
no other nation has even one. The F-22 Raptors that streak 
across the Peninsula skies are part of an Air Force that will 
remain the envy of other countries whether the cuts happen or 
not. 

Yes, there will be less money, and yes, the military will 
have to work harder with fewer resources. But size matters 
less than capability. 

"There's a reason why we don't need huge armadas to 
launch invasions," said Chris Hellman, a defense analyst with 
the National Priorities Project, a non-profit research group 
dedicated to budget transparency. "We can do things much 
more efficiently given the benefits of 50 years of technology." 

In other words, cutting the defense budget is not the end 
of the world. 

To be clear, military leaders at the Pentagon paint a much 
different picture. They have warned in stark terms of increased 
danger and reduced strength if sequestration goes into effect. 
Nor will this view likely gain much hold in Hampton Roads, 
where 45 percent of the economy is tied to military and 
defense-related businesses, where bumper stickers proudly 
proclaim the love of jet noise and the silhouettes of aircraft 
carriers are as much a part of the landscape as office buildings 
and ocean sunsets. 

But skeptics looking at the overall budget say the 
numbers tell a different story. 

"At the national level, the cuts will balance out and there 
might even be a slight benefit," said William Hartung, a 
defense analyst for the Center for International Policy, which 
describes its mission as stressing cooperation, demilitarization 
and human rights. "It's just unequally distributed." 

Back To 2007, Not 1915 
Sequestration refers to across-the-board spending cuts that 

will begin in January for both defense and non-defense 
spending and continue for the next 10 years – unless Congress 
votes to do something else. 

According to some estimates, the cuts would shed about 
$1.2 trillion over the next 10 years. 

Much attention has focused on the abrupt drop between 
this year and next year, when the cuts would first kick in. A 
handout from the House Armed Services Committee says 
sequestration would have a "catastrophic impact," resulting in, 
among other things, the smallest Navy since 1915. A 
PolitiFact analysis from January 2012 examined a similar 
claim from Mitt Romney in a GOP presidential debate. 

They said the numbers are about right. 
The Navy had 245 ships in 1916 and it had 283 in 2009 – 

so roughly in the neighborhood. The committee's estimate 
says sequestration would reduce the Navy to 230 ships. But 
does size matter that much? 

When Hellman hears these stories, he refers to a pair of 
speeches made by then Defense Secretary Robert Gates in 
May 2010 about the coming period of fiscal austerity. Besides 
pointing out America's huge advantage in aircraft carriers, he 
pointed to the lopsided edge the U.S. holds in large-deck 
amphibious ships, nuclear-powered attack and cruise missile 
submarines, and craft equipped with Aegis missile systems 
that have more firepower than multiple navies combined. 

"Our qualitative dominance," Hellman said, "is 
unrivaled." 

How about looking at spending? Again, the cuts don't 
conjure up visions of a return to pre-World War I. 

Under sequestration, defense spending would fall to fiscal 
year 2007 levels, according to a 2011 analysis by Todd 
Harrison at for the Center for Strategic and Budgetary 
Assessments who has testified in Congress. The Center is a 
think tank specializing in defense policy, force planning and 
military budgets. 

War funding is exempt from sequestration, and Harrison 
said cuts under sequestration would be similar to previous 
drawdowns. The base defense budget would fall 14 percent 
from its fiscal year 2010 to 2013. 

If troops leave Afghanistan as planned, total reduction in 
defense spending would be about 31 percent, which is in line 
with reductions following the Korean War and Vietnam War. 

Harrison adds this proviso: The growth in defense funding 
over the past decade did not result in a buildup of forces. The 
size of the military is essentially the same today as when the 
buildup started, so "cutting end strength to reduce the budget 
is not as practical an option as it was in previous downturns." 

Behind The Numbers 
News accounts and politicians say sequestration will 

mean cuts of $1.2 trillion over 10 years, spread equally 
between defense and non-defense. An analysis last week by 
ProPublica put that in a different context. 
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The military will not be cut by $600 billion, but by $492 
billion, writes Justin Elliott. The balance of the savings comes 
from interest payments that the government would avoid 
making. 

The same House Armed Services Committee handout that 
warns of "disastrous consequences" correctly states the $492 
billion. For context, it adds the context that the cuts are on top 
of $487 billion already approved. 

Then there is the prospect of a 10-year program 
proceeding unimpeded in a place like Washington. Congress 

changes every two years, the U.S. may get a new president in 
November, and global military threats are constantly evolving, 
forcing leaders to rethink strategy and budgets. Hellman isn't 
buying the idea of the current debate heading in a straight line 
for the next decade. 

"People like to tell stories that we can understand in black 
and white," he said. "Nothing is that simple. It's a much more 
nuanced issue." 

Return to Index 
 
 

EENNEERRGGYY::  
23. Solar Project Aims To Move Army Off Grid 
(SALT LAKE CITY DESERET NEWS 18 AUG 12) ... Amy Joi O'Donoghue 

TOOELE -- A celebratory fanfare with gushes of awe and 
respect dominated a Friday groundbreaking of a $10.8 million, 
1.5-megawatt solar project at the Tooele Army Depot. 

A glistening PowerDish standing 21 feet tall was one 
reason for the rush of excitement, and the presence of Gen. 
Martin E. Dempsey, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, was 
the other. 

Depot commander Col. Chris Mohan told the small crowd 
that the last time a chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff visited 
the 70-year-old military installation tucked away amid the 
grasslands south of Tooele was in the 1940s. That chairman 
was Dwight D. Eisenhower, before he became president of the 
United States. 

"The bar has been set pretty high," Mohan said. 
Dempsey, flanked by an entourage of military officers 

and assistants, was affable and unassuming under the hot 
August sun, taking sips from a bottle of water as he milled 
through the crowd. 

He told them that projects like the Stirling Solar Array, 
which when finished will feature a field of 430 PowerDishes 
on 17 acres, exemplifies the innovative and new direction the 
military has to embrace to meet the needs of the country. 

"This is a glimpse, just a glimpse of the future," he said. 
The military is on a path to have its armed services 

branches produce 3 gigawatts of energy to help wean military 
installations off the electrical grid as much as possible, and 
Tooele Army Depot is marching quickly toward the goal of 
being one of 16 Army commands in the country to become 
"net zero," or practically off the grid. Depot officials said the 
solar field, in addition to a wind turbine installed in 2010, will 
get them to nearly 60 percent of their power derived from 
renewables. 

"We are on a campaign of learning, particularly as it 
relates to renewable energy," Dempsey said. "The less we 
depend on fuel the better off we are from an operational 
standpoint." 

He added the military's embrace of renewables will also 
make installations less vulnerable overall to domestic 
terrorism. 

"I've been outspoken in my comments about threats from 
the Internet and cybersecurity," he said. 

Ogden-based Infinia Corp. came up with the PowerDish 
that is made up of parabolic mirrors that track the sun, collect 
its heat and churn it into power. The field of mirrors in this 
remote section of Tooele County is the company's first large-
scale project, but it has deployed the technology at a 
commercial dairy in Yuma, Ariz., as well as a Frito-Lay plant 
that coincidentally makes SunChips. 

CDM Smith, an engineering and construction firm 
specializing in environmental projects, will begin installation 
of the dishes tracking east on the base property, with the 
PowerDishes anticipated to be fully operational by early next 
year. 

Dempsey said collaborative efforts like this project will 
help ensure the military is successful. 

"The days when the U.S. military could figure this out by 
ourselves are long behind us." 

When he is asked to speak at events like Friday's, 
Dempsey said he looks for important historical milestones that 
happened on that particular day in history. He said it was 
worth noting that on Aug. 17, 1915, Charles Kettering 
invented the electric automobile starter and with his riches 
went on to establish a cancer center and patented the 
technology for an incubator for premature infants. 

That combination of trust in ingenuity and generosity 
found in the American spirit is what Dempsey said inspires his 
faith in the United States and is his answer when probed if the 
country is on the decline, or an incline. 

"As long as we got the people right, this country's going 
to be fine," he said. 
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IINNFFRRAASSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  IINNSSTTAALLLLAATTIIOONNSS::  
24. Public Learns About Navy's Proposed Submarine Range 
(KITSAP (WA) SUN 17 AUG 12) ... Ed Friedrich 

SILVERDALE — Citizens studied displays and quizzed 
experts during a public hearing on the Navy's proposed Hood 

Canal electromagnetic measurement ranging system. It's a 
relatively simple project, but, as the name suggests, an abstract 
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concept, and people dropped by Silverdale Community Center 
Thursday evening to learn about it. 

The range, near Naval Base Kitsap-Bangor, would 
measure the magnetic signature of the area's submarines. 

During operations, submarines cross the Earth's natural 
magnetic fields between the North and South poles, and build 
up magnetic signatures that can be detected by planes and 
ships. The signatures indicate a sub's susceptibility to threats, 
and must be reset occasionally at a magnetic silencing facility 
by exposing the boat to high electrical currents. 

"To try to minimize that effect, we will change the 
magnetic property of the steel," said David Lin, the Navy's 
magnetic silencing facility program manager. 

Thirteen Kitsap-based submarines now must travel to 
Pearl Harbor or San Diego to measure their magnetic 
signatures. Ironically, Bangor's magnetic silencing facility 
closed in January and subs also have to go to Hawaii for that 
service. Silencing isn't needed often, and they won't go just for 
that reason. 

Conversely, the Navy wants to measure their magnetic 
signatures often. Submarines would travel over the sensors 
every trip in and out of Bangor "to see if anything needs to be 
done to reduce that signature and make it more stealthy," said 
Chris Pollard of Submarine Force Pacific. 

Pollard, as the command's magnetic silencing adviser, 
took responsibility for the Bangor range proposal. 

"This is the one homeport that doesn't have a range, and 
that is a deficiency," he said. "There's a mission requirement 
to take these measurements. We haven't been meeting those 
requirements." 

The range would be just north of the base in Hood Canal 
Military Operating Area North. A couple that owns waterfront 
property near there worried about erosion. They said subs 
already erode the beach, and now they'll be swerving closer to 
go over sensors about a half mile from shore. 

Good point. Write it on a comment sheet, they were 
asked. 

They also worried about a 15 foot by 15 foot platform, 
standing 20-some feet high, about a quarter mile out. They 
don't want to look at it all the time. 

Please write a comment, they were asked. 
The platform would sit on five pilings, but they could 

probably be installed in one day. 
Others asked about interruption of fishing and boating, 

and electronic interference. 
There'll be no interference, electronic or recreational. The 

400-foot-wide array of 21 sensors would only operate during 
the few minutes it takes a submarine to cross over it, and even 
then it would just be reading, not emitting. It and cables would 
be buried four feet deep. There would be no restrictions for 
boaters, crabbers, fishers or geoduckers. If they see a 
submarine coming, they just get out of the way, as they do 
now. 

Three months of in-water work would be performed 
outside of fishing season, Lin said. Geoducks were recently 
harvested there and won't be again for five years. (Project 
construction would take place July 15, 2014 to Oct. 1, 2014.) 
The range is in 70 feet of water so the subs can be read while 
traveling on the surface. There is little to no eelgrass at that 
depth, Lin said. 

There is no estimated price. 
Comments at this initial stage of the environmental 

review process will be considered in the preparation of the 
draft environmental assessment. To be considered, comments 
must be received by Aug. 30. They can be submitted at the 
public meeting, via an online form at www.emmrea.com, or 
mailed to Wes Miksa, environmental planner, NAVFAC 
Northwest, 1101 Tautog Circle, Room 203, Silverdale, WA 
98315. 
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OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
25. Navy Week To Make First Visit To Toledo 
(TOLEDO FREE PRESS 17 AUG 12) ... Sarah Ottney 

Five ships and more than 500 service men and women 
will visit Toledo as the city hosts Navy Week from Aug. 20-
27. 

The week will feature ship tours, musical performances 
by military bands and opportunities to interact with service 
members. 

Navy leaders will engage with local community leaders 
and visiting military members, including members of the U.S. 
Navy, U.S. Marine Corps, U.S. Coast Guard and Royal 
Canadian Navy, will partner with local organizations on 
outreach and service projects. 

This year is the first time Toledo has been chosen to host 
Navy Week, said Jen Sorgenfrei, public information officer 
for the City of Toledo. 

“At this point, it’s a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity,” 
Sorgenfrei said. “It’s something we hope will be a return 
engagement, but it’s certainly a big opportunity for us this 
year. I think it’s going to look really exciting to see those ships 
come down the river.” 

The Navy Week program started in 2005 as an annual 
outreach effort into areas of the country without a significant 
Navy presence. This year’s 15-city tour started in Phoenix in 
March and will finish in Houston in October. Other cities 
hosting Navy Weeks are New Orleans; Nashville, Tenn.; 
Spokane, Wash.; Baltimore; Boston; Sacramento, Calif.; 
Sioux Falls, S.D.; Milwaukee; Chicago; Cleveland; Detroit; 
and Buffalo, N.Y. 

The ceremonial procession of ships into Toledo Harbor is 
set for 3 p.m. Aug. 23. 

The two biggest ships, the USS De Wert and the Royal 
Canadian Navy’s HMCS Ville de Québec, will dock at 
Maritime Plaza while the USS Hurricane, the U.S. Coast 
Guard Cutter Mobile Bay and the historic U.S. Brig Niagara, a 
replica of the War of 1812 flagship, will dock at International 
Park near the SS Col. James M. Schoonmaker. 

Niagara will lead the ships down the Maumee River and 
will exchange cannon fire with the cannon at Fort Meigs in 
Perrysburg. Niagara’s appearance was arranged through local 
private fundraising efforts, Sorgenfrei said. 
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Sorgenfrei recommended International Park as the best 
place to watch the ships come in. 

“We want people to come out, tour the ships and be there 
to welcome them into Downtown,” Sorgenfrei said. “I think 
it’s going to be pretty cool.” 

Free guided tours will be available noon to 7 p.m. Aug. 
24-27. 

There haven’t been Navy ships on the Great Lakes since 
1999, said Lt. Cmdr. Ron Flesvig, who is helping coordinate 
Toledo’s events. 

“To get all those ships together and be able to tour them 
and talk to the men and women who serve on them, I think 
that’s the most special part of this commemoration event,” 
Flesvig said. 

Toledo is one of six Navy Week stops on the Great Lakes 
that will also include activities commemorating the 200th 
anniversary of the War of 1812. 

“What makes this year special is it is the beginning of our 
commemoration of the bicentennial of the War of 1812,” 
Flesvig said. “1812 really was a watershed moment in 
American Naval history. The Battle of Lake Erie and ‘Don’t 
give up the ship’ — all those things came from the War of 
1812. For the Navy, it’s very special. At that time, we became 
a maritime nation and we continue to do that today. Fast-
forward 200 years and it’s still the same mission we had in 
1812. We’re still maintaining coastlines, keeping steel lines 
open and keeping trade flowing between nations.” 

Although the ships won’t arrive until Aug. 23, community 
events start Aug. 20. Sailors representing various Navy 
occupations will give presentations throughout the week at 
Imagination Station, said Anna Kolin, communications and 
public relations manager for Imagination Station. 

“Everything from pilots to chefs to writers to 
photographers to medical personnel, we’ll have different 
Sailors here talking to our visitors about the things they do and 
the wide range of occupations they can do in the Navy,” Kolin 
said. “We’ll also have activities for kids that exemplify the 
different occupations.” 

Imagination Station visitors will also be able to try a flight 
simulator and watch the Navy’s silent drill team perform, 
Kolin said. Toledo police and firefighters will also be on hand 
with equipment for visitors to try on. 

Sailors will also participate in interactive activities with 
families and children at the Toledo Museum of Art’s Family 
Center at 10 a.m. Aug. 21. 

Among the free musical performances will be lunchtime 
concerts from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. Aug. 22 at Levis Square in 
Downtown Toledo and at the Toledo Museum of Art, a 7 p.m. 
Aug. 23 performance at Commodore Square in Perrysburg and 
an 1812 Bicentennial Concert at 7 p.m. Aug. 24 at the 
University of Toledo Doermann Theatre. 

A Coast Guard search and rescue helicopter 
demonstration is planned for Promenade Park at 1 p.m. Aug. 
24. 

The Mud Hens’ Veterans Appreciation Night on Aug. 25 
will feature a ceremonial first pitch thrown by a Sailor and a 
band performance. 

Among the organizations partnering with the Navy for 
service projects are Cherry Street Mission, Ability Center of 
Greater Toledo, Maumee Valley Habitat for Humanity, St. 
Paul Community Center, Ronald McDonald House Charities, 
Toledo Children’s Hospital and Heroes in Action. 

Sorgenfrei said she hopes area residents enjoy the week’s 
activities. 

“First and foremost, we want to welcome them to Toledo 
and show our appreciation for what they do to help protect our 
country and to make them feel welcome in our community,” 
Sorgenfrei said. “It’s also an opportunity for people in Toledo 
to see Navy ships of this caliber.” 

For more information and a full schedule of events, visit 
www.navyweek.org. For more information on the Navy’s 
commemoration of the bicentennial of the War of 1812, visit 
www.ourflagwasstillthere.org. 

Navy Week Comes To Downtown Toledo 
(WNWO NBC TOLEDO 17 AUG 12) Tim Wening 
Next week will be a busy time in downtown Toledo. The 

river will be packed with naval and coast guard vessels of all 
sizes. 

There will be four modern navel and coast guard vessels 
along with other ships. They will all be docked along the 
Maumee River for the first ever Naval Week in Toledo. The 
ships will begin to arrive on Aug. 23 but there will be 
activities all week beginning on Monday. 

The public will be able to take tours of the vessels from 
Aug. 24 thru Aug. 26. For more information on Navy Week 
and activities go to http://www.maritimeacademy.us/ 

View Clip (RT: 0:50) 
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26. Albacore Crew Members Reunite At Navy History Day 
Crew members share stories of legendary sub 
(PORTSMOUTH (NH) HERALD 19 AUG 12) ... Suzanne Laurent 

PORTSMOUTH — Butch Jordan said the USS Albacore 
was the springboard of his 25-year career in the U.S. Navy. 

Jordan, of Gale's Ferry, Conn., served on Albacore from 
1966 to 1968 when the 205-foot submarine went up and down 
the Eastern Seaboard on research and development missions. 
"It was my first love," he said. 

Jordan, who retired from the Navy as a lieutenant 
commander, was one of several crew members on hand 
Saturday at Navy History Day at Albacore Park. The event 
was held to commemorate the 200th anniversary of the USS 
Constitution's capture of the HMS Guerriere during the War of 

1812. Jordan said he first heard about the Albacore when he 
was in submarine school in 1964. "The tear-drop design 
became the prototype for every submarine built afterwards," 
he said. 

A member of Friends of the Albacore, Jordan proudly 
showed off the sub's features, many of which he said are truly 
antiques by today's standards. "Submarines now don't even 
have periscopes," he said. "They use cameras. Everything is 
computerized." 

He showed the tight sleeping berths that had an average 
crew of 55 members lined up like sardines along the walls. 
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"I was on the top, and this valve kept dripping on me," he 
said, pointing to his old sleeping quarters. "I'd have to 
remember to sleep with my feet on that end, not my head." 

He pointed out the depth gauge and recalled how the 
numbers went crazy as the sub headed into a hurricane in 
1967. 

Norm Bower of Kingston served aboard Albacore from 
1959 to 1969. He said the sub was in commission from 1953 
to l972 before it was retired to the Philadelphia Shipyard. 

Philanthropist Joseph Sawtelle brought the submarine 
back to Portsmouth in 1982 to have as a centerpiece for a 
museum he wanted to build. 

"That was something, bringing (the submarine) over to 
this park," said Bower, who retired as a senior chief in the 
Navy. "They had to dismantle a train trestle and cut a hole in 
Market Street." 

Fellow crew member Jack Hunter of Middletown, R.I., 
said he was aboard Albacore from 1966 to 1968. "We made 
two trips down to Florida to do some operations with sonar," 
he said. Hunter said they stayed aboard for 12 hours at a time 
and used a fly-around body, or FAB, to measure sound outside 
the sub. 

"It was a mini-plane that would use a hydrophone to 
detect noise coming from the sub," he said. "By this, it could 
be determined how close we could get to another sub without 
them hearing us." 

Albacore could be submerged for 12 hours before its 
battery had to be recharged. 

Navy History Day included a talk by Rod Watterson, who 
wrote "32 in '44: Building the Portsmouth Submarine Fleet in 
World War II," and a talk by local historian J. Dennis 
Robinson about his book, "America's Privateer: Lynx and the 
War of 2012." 

The Paul Jones House was also open for visitors. 
Watterson told the audience that in the 1930s the 

Portsmouth Navy Yard built fewer than two submarines a 
year. Yet in 1944, it produced 32 submarines, and over the 
course of World War II it produced 37 percent of all U.S. 
submarines. "Portsmouth perfected the technique for building 
submarines in dry docks," he said. "As soon as one was water-
tight, it was launched to build another one." 

On Jan. 23, 1944, three completed subs were launched 
simultaneously from the shipyard's three dry docks. 

"At the beginning of World War II, 2 million man hours 
went into building a sub," Watterson said. "By the end of the 
war, it was 665,000 man hours. The cost was reduced by one-
third." 

Many families visited the USS Albacore yesterday. Brett 
and Melissa Myers of Danville, Va., brought their sons Bryce, 
3, and Ashton, 7, into the sub and the youngsters had fun 
climbing through Albacore. 

Brett Myers is a biomedical technician at the Navy Health 
Clinic, and the family just moved to the shipyard for a four-
year assignment with the U.S. Navy. 
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UUSSSS  CCOONNSSTTIITTUUTTIIOONN::  
27. As Thousands Cheer, USS Constitution Sails Under Its Own Power For Only Second Time In 131 

Years 
(BOSTON GLOBE 19 AUG 12) ... Jeff Fish 

As thousands of onlookers cheered from Castle Island in 
South Boston, the USS Constitution sailed under its own 
power Sunday for just the second time in 131 years, marking 
the 200th anniversary of the battle that earned it the nickname 
Old Ironsides. 

“It’s a twice in a lifetime opportunity, sailing on her own 
power,” said Bob Pound, 48, of Quincy, referring to the last 
time the USS Constitution sailed on its own in 1997 for 
Marblehead’s 200th anniversary. 

Brian Healy, 42, of Quincy and his wife Nicole, 40, 
brought their sons Aiden, 10, and Ronan, 8, to witness some 
history in the making. “It’s a historical day for the whole [of] 
Massachusetts,” said Aiden. 

“It’s a fun day. We get to watch the boat shoot fake 
cannons,” added Ronan. 

Paul Spellman, 73, and his wife Maureen, 71, traveled 
from Holliston a warm, sunny day. “We come in every time 
they have something special. 

It’s a great place to spend the day,” he said. 
Patriotic music sounded from Fort Independence as the 

world’s oldest commissioned warship still afloat came into 
view. “Once again, Boston well shows her history,” said Ken 
Smith, 47, of Cambridge. 

“We’re hoping she goes rogue and goes off on her own,” 
joked his wife, Anne Marie, 47. 

The Constitution was towed past the crowd to a point 
between Castle Island and Deer Island. About 200 Sailors then 
unfurled four of its sails before it was released from its tugboat 
tethers and sailed toward open water for about 10 minutes. 

Then, it slowly made its way back toward Castle Island, 
aided by a tugboat. After it approached and fired its cannons, 
the crowd cheered and boats honked their horns as they 
bobbed in the harbor a safe distance away. 

“It was awesome,” said Liam Corbett, 31, of New 
Bedford, who was there with his wife Nicole, 31, daughter 
Aurora, 5, son Max, 2, and their dog Rex. “We took the kids 
to see some history and got here just as the Constitution was 
coming down. I probably took over 100 pictures. 

It was a good family thing to do,” he said. 
The day brought special memories to Nicole, who was a 

crew member on a replica of a British tall ship, the HMS 
Bounty, when it was docked behind the Constitution in 1999. 

Anne Marie Smith called the sight “exciting and 
inspiring, just spectacular.” 

USS Constitution Sails Under Own Power For First 
Time In 15 Years 

(WBZ CBS BOSTON 19 AUG 12) Kim Tunnicliffe 
BOSTON — The U.S. Navy’s oldest commissioned 

warship sailed under its own power for just the second time in 
more than a century Sunday to commemorate the battle that 
won it the nickname “Old Ironsides.” 
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The USS Constitution, which was first launched in 1797, 
was tugged from its berth in Boston Harbor this morning to 
the main deepwater pathway into the harbor. 

It then set out to open seas for a 17-minute cruise at a top 
speed of 3.1 knots. 

The Constitution’s crew of about 65, accompanied by 150 
Sailors selected to be part of event, unfurled four of its 36 
sails. 

The tug boats stood by as a precaution when the 
Constitution sailed on its own and fired a 21-gun salute. 

The short trip marked the day two centuries ago when the 
Constitution bested the British frigate HMS Guerriere in a 
fierce battle during the War of 1812. It follows a three-year 
restoration project and is the first time the Constitution has 
been to sea on its own since its 200th birthday in 1997. 

Before that, it hadn’t sailed under its own power since 
1881. The Constitution is periodically tugged into the harbor 
for historical display. 

Chief Petty Officer Frank Neely, a Constitution 
spokesman and crew member, said the crew wants to honor 
and preserve the Constitution with Sunday’s sail. 

“This ship is a national icon to us … she’s very special to 
us. We think she’s very special to the United States,” he said. 

The Constitution was under the command of Capt. Issac 
Hull when it engaged the Guerriere off Nova Scotia on Aug. 

19, 1812. The young war was not going well for America, 
which had surrendered Detroit to the British with basically no 
resistance a week earlier. 

But the Guerriere proved no match for the Constitution, 
which was heavier and longer. The vessels blasted away at 
each other at close range, even colliding at one point, during 
the 35-minute battle. The Constitution’s 24-pound cannonballs 
felled the Guerriere’s mast, while the British vessels’ 18-
pound cannonballs had trouble penetrating the Constitution’s 
two-foot thick live oak hull, said Matthew Brenckle, a 
historian at the USS Constitution Museum. 

Brenckle said a Sailor’s memoirs recorded how one 
cannonball seemed to slightly penetrate the ship, before 
dropping into the sea. The Sailor then called out the quote that 
would give the Constitution its nickname, “Huzzah, her sides 
are made of iron! See where the shot fell out!” 

It wasn’t the first naval win in what would be a divisive, 
expensive war, but it set off celebrations around the country, 
Brenckle said. 

“Strategically, it really did nothing to change the course 
of the war,” he said. “But the morale boost that that provided 
for the American cause, I think was quite important.” 

Listen To Audio (RT: 0:35) 
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28. Constitution Vs. Guerriere Was One-Sided War Of 1812 Duel 
(SEAPOWER MAGAZINE AUG 12) ... David F. Winkler 

As European historians will quickly point out, the War of 
1812 between the United States and Great Britain was 
considered a sideshow near the end of an extensive, longer-
term struggle for control of the European continent. 

Evidence of this struggle sailed off the American coast in 
the form of HMS Guerriere, which started its service as a 
frigate in the French Navy until HMS Blanche captured it after 
a hard-fought battle in 1806. 

Subsequently based in Halifax, Nova Scotia, the 38-gun, 
fifth-rate frigate came under the command of Capt. James 
Dacres in 1811. Following America’s declaration of war on 
June 18, 1812, Dacres wrote in the log of a merchant ship a 
challenge to any American frigate seeking a duel. 

Mockingly impugning the frigate USS President for 
mistaking and attacking the British sloop Little Belt a year 
before, Dacres painted “Guerriere” on the ship’s mainsail and 
“Not the Little Belt” on its foresail. He would soon get the 
duel he wished. 

At 2 p.m. on Aug. 19, some 400 miles southeast of 
Halifax, a lookout on Guerriere spotted a frigate on the 
horizon. Dacres subsequently maneuvered to close on this 
distant vessel that also was tacking to close on him. 

The British had painted their frigates to make them look 
small and vulnerable, but as the two majestic sailing vessels 
drew closer together, it became clear that the American frigate 
sported taller masts, a wider beam and greater length. 

As the American frigate approached, Dacres maneuvered 
Guerriere to present port and then starboard broadsides in an 
attempt to cut up his foe, but only two shots found their mark 
on the enemy, without causing injury. 

For the next three quarters of an hour, Dacres continued 
to ineffectively pepper the American ship, for which he would 

suffer the consequences. At five minutes past 6, USS 
Constitution, less than 50 yards off his starboard beam, 
unleashed concentrated fire of round and grape. 

The effects of Constitution’s firepower against Guerriere 
were telling. The commander of the American ship, Capt. 
Isaac Hull, would report: “… in less than fifteen minutes from 
the time we got alongside, his Mizen Mast went by the board, 
and his Main Yard in the Slings, and the Hull, the Sails very 
much injured, which made it very difficult for them to manage 
her.” 

Severely incapacitated, Dacres could do little to counter 
the enemy ship’s movement ahead and across his bow. 

Hull’s report continued: “… our helm being put to port 
the ship came too, and gave us an opportunity of pouring in 
his Larboard [port] Bow several Broadsides, which made great 
havock amongst his men on the forecastle and did great injury 
to his fore rigging, and sails.” 

Guerriere, unable to maneuver, drifted forward and 
collided with Constitution’s stern, but before boarding parties 
could be called away, the two ships drifted apart and 
Constitution stood off to make minor repairs as darkness fell. 

On Guerriere, Dacres bled from a back wound, and his 
ship fared worse, having lost its fore and main masts over the 
side as well as its spritsail yard. As Guerriere floundered, sea 
water entered the main gundeck as the ship rolled between the 
waves. 

Dacres called his remaining officers together and they 
determined further resistance would be a waste of lives. 
Shortly thereafter, a boat arrived from the American frigate. 

Dacres boarded and soon found himself before Hull to 
announce that he had struck his colors. Throughout the night, 
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boats traversed between the two ships to evacuate the defeated 
warship. 

Hull reported, “At daylight we found the Enemy’s Ship a 
perfect Wreck.” 

With the frigate’s devastation, Hull had no option but to 
burn Guerriere in place. Before the torches were set, however, 
Hull asked Dacres if there was anything that needed to be 

saved. Dacres desired to save his mother’s Bible that he had 
carried and cherished. The holy book was retrieved and a 
friendship would spring between the two opposing captains 
following the conclusion of the war. 

Dr. David F. Winkler is a historian with the Naval 
Historical Foundation. 
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WWEEEEKK  IINN  RREEVVIIEEWW::  
29. Week In Review Aug. 11, 2012 – Aug. 17, 2012 
(YOUTUBE 17 AUG 12) ... U.S. Navy 

Welcome to this week's U.S. Navy multimedia production 
featuring selected images from around the fleet received 
during the week of Aug. 11, 2012 – Aug. 17, 2012. 

The images represent the work of the many naval 
photographers deployed worldwide and submitted to Navy 
Visual News Service. For access to more than 100,000 high 
resolution photos visit: 
    http://www.navy.mil/view_photos_top.asp  and 
http://www.flickr.com/photos/usnavy/    .                                 

View U.S. Navy YouTube Channel 
View Pacific Partnership YouTube Channel 
View Clip (RT: 1:29) 
Broadcast Clip - 7 in :70 (Aug. 17, 2012) 
(YOUTUBE 17 AUG 12) U.S. Pacific Fleet 
A quick look at events and issues from the past week 

around Pacific Fleet making headlines at 
http://www.cpf.navy.mil. 

View Clip (RT: 1:10) 
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CCOOMMMMEENNTTAARRYY::  
30. Don’t Retreat On Service Members’ Pay Raises 
(NAVY TIMES 27 AUG 12) ... Editorial 

The Rand Corp., the Pentagon’s go-to think tank, has 
issued a new report that discusses options for scaling down the 
size of future military pay raises. 

The report neatly supports the stated desire of senior 
defense officials to begin taking steps to rein in their spiraling 
military personnel costs. 

A centerpiece of that plan envisions smaller military pay 
raises starting in 2015. Rand lays out three options: a one-year 
pay freeze; a one-year raise at half a percentage point below 
private-sector wage growth; and four successive years of such 
raises. 

The report offers several justifications for military raises 
that are smaller than average private-sector wage growth: 

 Troops are well-compensated after a decade of robust 
increases in pay and benefits. 

 A tight civilian job market has made military 
recruiting and retention quite strong. 

 The end of the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan will 
dampen the political fallout of smaller raises. 

Each point can be readily refuted. 
It’s true, as the report notes, that military basic pay since 

2000 has risen by 45 percent, compared with 33 percent for 
private-sector pay. But Rand ignores how far from behind 
military pay had to travel to get to where it is today. 

Above-average pay hikes from 2000 to 2010 were 
approved by Congress as a specific response to the aftermath 
of the post-Cold War drawdown of the early 1990s, when 
military pay was allowed to fall well behind average private-
sector wages. 

By 1999, the “pay gap” stood at 13.5 percent — a 
disparity that helped ignite, and fuel, a major recruiting and 
retention crisis. 

That leads to the report’s second point: that the military 
can afford to pay troops less because the struggling civilian 
job market is keeping recruiting and retention strong. 

It’s easy to imagine defense officials thinking similar 
thoughts in the 1990s — until troops began leaving in droves 
toward the end of the decade because they were fed up with 
the eroding value of their compensation. 

It’s unrealistic to expect the current job market to remain 
flat; in fact, the jobless rate for young veterans, a focus of 
intense concern in recent years, has fallen steadily for several 
months. 

The Pentagon would ignore a painful lesson of recent 
history if it allowed military pay to again begin to lag private-
sector wages. It’s much easier — and less costly — to 
maintain strong recruiting and retention than to let it fall apart 
and have to rebuild it. 

The report’s final point, that the end of the Iraq and 
Afghanistan conflicts will dampen the political fallout of 
approving smaller raises, whistles past the question of whether 
doing the politically expedient thing is the same as doing the 
right thing. 

In truth, military pay hikes have already been scaled back 
in recent years. In contrast to the above-average raises of the 
century’s first decade, the pay raises in 2011 and this year 
have merely kept pace with private-sector wage growth, a 
trend expected to continue in 2013 and 2014. 

Neither Rand nor the Pentagon has made a valid case for 
retreating on military pay. 
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The nation asks much of its troops and their families; 
even with the looming end of more than 10 years of combat 
deployments, military service remains a calling like no other. 

Today’s all-volunteer, highly professional military 
deserves pay raises that at least match those of the private 
sector. 
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31. Asia's Roiling Sea 
(NEW YORK TIMES 19 AUG 12) ... Editorial 

The South China Sea, one of the world’s most important 
waterways, has been contested off and on for centuries. These 
days, with the sea bounded by some of Asia’s most vibrant 
economies -- China, Vietnam, the Philippines, Taiwan and 
Malaysia -- the competition has become a virtual free-for-all. 
Confrontations over territorial control are alarmingly frequent 
and could get out of hand, with dangerous consequences. 

It is not hard to see why everyone wants a piece of the 
action. The sea is not only an important trade route but is also 
rich in oil, natural gas, fishing and mineral resources. Nations 
are fighting over islands and even specks of rocks to stake 
their claims. 

Both China and its neighbors bear responsibility for 
ratcheting up the tension. But there is no question that China’s 
economic power and its assertive use of its navy and 
commercial vessels to project influence has changed the 
regional dynamics and worried many of its smaller neighbors. 
Beijing’s ambitions are large: the president of a Chinese 
research institute, Wu Shicun, told The Times’s Jane Perlez 
that China wanted to control no less than 80 percent of the sea. 

The United States is plainly concerned, and rightly so. In 
recent months, for instance, China has enlarged its army 
garrison on a bit of land known as Yongxing Island. Mr. Wu 
said the aim was to allow Beijing to “exercise sovereignty 
over all land features inside the South China Sea,” including 
more than 40 islands “now occupied illegally” by Vietnam, 
the Philippines and Malaysia. The Obama administration 
protested that this provocative act risked further inflaming the 

situation. In return, a leading Chinese newspaper told the 
United States to “shut up” and stop meddling in matters of 
Chinese sovereignty. 

Washington should ignore such diplomatic outbursts, and 
continue to play a role in seeking a peaceful resolution to such 
disputes. In addition to China’s activities on Yongxing Island, 
there was standoff for months earlier this year between lightly 
armed vessels belonging to the Philippines and China at the 
Scarborough Shoal off the coast of the Philippines. The 
tensions also extend to the East China Sea, where Japan 
defused a potential standoff with Beijing on Friday by 
deporting 14 Chinese citizens who were arrested on or near 
another disputed island. 

China would prefer to deal with territorial disputes 
bilaterally because it thinks it can strong-arm its neighbors. 
The United States has to take a neutral position on the claims 
but has proposed a fairer way of settling them -- through 
negotiation and “without coercion, without intimidation, 
without threats and without the use of force.” 

Washington’s should not be the sole voice for a peaceful 
resolution. The Association of Southeast Asian Nations, which 
includes Vietnam, the Philippines and others, could make a 
real contribution by adopting a binding code of conduct for 
managing the South China Sea disputes. But so far it has not. 

That makes it all the more important for the 
administration to continue to invest more effort in the South 
China Sea dispute, both working with China and strengthening 
alliances with its rivals. 
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32. The South China Sea's Gathering Storm 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 20 AUG 12) ... James Webb 

Since World War II, despite the costly flare-ups in Korea 
and Vietnam, the United States has proved to be the essential 
guarantor of stability in the Asian-Pacific region, even as the 
power cycle shifted from Japan to the Soviet Union and most 
recently to China. The benefits of our involvement are one of 
the great success stories of American and Asian history, 
providing the so-called second tier countries in the region the 
opportunity to grow economically and to mature politically. 

As the region has grown more prosperous, the sovereignty 
issues have become more fierce. Over the past two years Japan 
and China have openly clashed in the Senkaku Islands, east of 
Taiwan and west of Okinawa, whose administration is 
internationally recognized to be under Japanese control. 
Russia and South Korea have reasserted sovereignty claims 
against Japan in northern waters. China and Vietnam both 
claim sovereignty over the Paracel Islands. China, Vietnam, 
the Philippines, Brunei and Malaysia all claim sovereignty 
over the Spratly Islands, the site of continuing confrontations 
between China and the Philippines. 

Such disputes involve not only historical pride but also 
such vital matters as commercial transit, fishing rights, and 
potentially lucrative mineral leases in the seas that surround 

the thousands of miles of archipelagos. Nowhere is this 
growing tension clearer than in the increasingly hostile 
disputes in the South China Sea. 

On June 21, China's State Council approved the 
establishment of a new national prefecture which it named 
Sansha, with its headquarters on Woody Island in the Paracel 
Islands. Called Yongxing by the Chinese, Woody Island has 
no indigenous population and no natural water supply, but it 
does sport a military-capable runway, a post office, a bank, a 
grocery store and a hospital. 

The Paracels are more than 200 miles southeast of 
Hainan, mainland China's southernmost territory, and due east 
of Vietnam's central coast. Vietnam adamantly claims 
sovereignty over the island group, the site of a battle in 1974 
when China attacked the Paracels in order to oust soldiers of 
the former South Vietnamese regime. 

The potential conflicts stemming from the creation of this 
new Chinese prefecture extend well beyond the Paracels. Over 
the last six weeks the Chinese have further proclaimed that the 
jurisdiction of Sansha includes not just the Paracel Islands but 
virtually the entire South China Sea, connecting a series of 
Chinese territorial claims under one administrative rubric. 
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According to China's official news agency Xinhua, the new 
prefecture "administers over 200 islets" and "2 million square 
kilometers of water." To buttress this annexation, 45 
legislators have been appointed to govern the roughly 1,000 
people on these islands, along with a 15-member Standing 
Committee, plus a mayor and a vice mayor. 

These political acts have been matched by military and 
economic expansion. On July 22, China's Central Military 
Commission announced that it would deploy a garrison of 
soldiers to guard the islands in the area. On July 31, it 
announced a new policy of "regular combat-readiness patrols" 
in the South China Sea. And China has now begun offering oil 
exploration rights in locations recognized by the international 
community as within Vietnam's exclusive economic zone. 

For all practical purposes China has unilaterally decided 
to annex an area that extends eastward from the East Asian 
mainland as far as the Philippines, and nearly as far south as 
the Strait of Malacca. China's new "prefecture" is nearly twice 
as large as the combined land masses of Vietnam, South 
Korea, Japan and the Philippines. Its "legislators" will directly 
report to the central government. 

American reaction has been muted. The State Department 
waited until Aug. 3 before expressing official concern over 
China's "upgrading of its administrative level ... and 
establishment of a new military garrison" in the disputed 
areas. The statement was carefully couched within the context 
of long-standing policies calling for the resolution of 
sovereignty issues in accordance with international law and 
without the use of military force. 

Even so, the Chinese government responded angrily, 
warning that State Department officials had "confounded right 
and wrong, and sent a seriously wrong message." The People's 
Daily, a quasi-official publication, accused the U.S. of 
"fanning the flames and provoking division, deliberately 
creating antagonism with China." Its overseas edition said it 
was time for the U.S. to "shut up." 

In truth, American vacillations have for years emboldened 
China. U.S. policy with respect to sovereignty issues in Asian-
Pacific waters has been that we take no sides, that such 
matters must be settled peacefully among the parties involved. 

Smaller, weaker countries have repeatedly called for greater 
international involvement. 

China, meanwhile, has insisted that all such issues be 
resolved bilaterally, which means either never or only under 
its own terms. Due to China's growing power in the region, by 
taking no position Washington has by default become an 
enabler of China's ever more aggressive acts. 

The U.S., China and all of East Asia have now reached an 
unavoidable moment of truth. Sovereignty disputes in which 
parties seek peaceful resolution are one thing; flagrant, 
belligerent acts are quite another. How this challenge is 
addressed will have implications not only for the South China 
Sea, but also for the stability of East Asia and for the future of 
U.S.-China relations. 

History teaches us that when unilateral acts of aggression 
go unanswered, the bad news never gets better with age. 
Nowhere is this cycle more apparent than in the alternating 
power shifts in East Asia. As historian Barbara Tuchman 
noted in her biography of U.S. Army Gen. Joseph Stillwell, it 
was China's plea for U.S. and League of Nations support that 
went unanswered following Japan's 1931 invasion of 
Manchuria, a neglect that "brewed the acid of appeasement 
that ... opened the decade of descent to war" in Asia and 
beyond. 

While America's attention is distracted by the presidential 
campaign, all of East Asia is watching what the U.S. will do 
about Chinese actions in the South China Sea. They know a 
test when they see one. They are waiting to see whether 
America will live up to its uncomfortable but necessary role as 
the true guarantor of stability in East Asia, or whether the 
region will again be dominated by belligerence and 
intimidation. 

The Chinese of 1931 understood this threat and lived 
through the consequences of an international community's 
failure to address it. The question is whether the China of 
2012 truly wishes to resolve issues through acceptable 
international standards, and whether the America of 2012 has 
the will and the capacity to insist that this approach is the only 
path toward stability. 

Mr. Webb, a Democrat, is a U.S. senator from Virginia. 
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33. The Eyes And Brain For The ‘Pacific Pivot' 
(DEFENSE NEWS 20 AUG 12) ... Gen. John Michael Loh, USAF, Ret. 

The Pentagon's "pivot toward the Pacific," a strategy shift 
from fighting Middle East insurgency to deterring a broad 
range of threats over a vast area, will require major changes in 
the way military forces con-duct surveillance, ground and 
maritime battle management, and control. 

Iraq and Afghanistan spawned the growth of unmanned 
surveillance drones with short ranges, and large, fixed-base 
battle management centers. However, the Asia-Pacific region, 
because of its huge expanse, few land operating bases, and 
many far-reaching potential battle scenarios, will require air-
borne all-weather sensors for wide-area surveillance, and 
airborne battle management, command and control (BMC2) 
centers. Today, there are few air-craft that perform this 
mission and none planned in the future. 

Predator and Reaper drones, the predominant surveillance 
sensors in Afghanistan, are not suited to the long-range, 
faraway bases and adverse weather in the western Pacific and 

south Asia. Except for the Air Operations Center in South 
Korea, the U.S. does not have the fixed BMC2 centers needed 
to deal with the threat scenarios ranging from northeastern 
Russia and China, through Japan, Korea and the Philippines, 
to Thailand, Indonesia and India in Southeast Asia. 

These vast distances and differences in operating 
conditions demand changes in the surveillance of fixed and 
moving ground targets and BMC2 toward flexible, airborne, 
wide-area and long-range systems with onboard BMC2. 

The Libya campaign under-scored the need for this 
mission and served as a prototype for western Pacific 
scenarios. Libya flared up almost overnight. The U.S. and 
NATO had to come as they were. There was no established 
command-and-control center, no nearby air bases, no wide-
area surveillance of the battle area, a situation similar to most 
scenarios likely in the Asia-Pacific areas. 

Switching Strategy 
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The strategy for Libya quickly changed from selling up a 
no-fly zone in which the E-3 airborne warning and control 
system was to be the primary surveillance and control system, 
to a strategy sup-porting ground forces with surveillance and 
detection of ground tar-gets in which the E-8 Joint 
Surveillance, Target Attack Radar System (JSTARS), played 
the dominant role. 

JSTARS was deployed immediately and was able to 
provide around-the-clock, wide-area surveillance, detection 
and tracking of ground targets, both fixed and moving, and a 
full BMC2 center onboard to direct ground forces and assign 
targets for attack. 

Every senior commander involved in Libya, from U.S. 
Gen. Carter Ham, the Africa Command joint commander, to 
U.S. Maj. Gen. Margaret Woodward, the air commander, and 
every NATO commander has testified to the critical role of 
airborne surveillance and BMC2. Every senior commander 
acknowledged that without this capability, the Libya campaign 
would not have succeeded in so short a time, if ever. 

The lessons learned from Libya are many, but one 
analogy is unmistakable — most scenarios projected for the 
western Pacific resemble Libya in terms of non-existent 
BMC2 centers, bases remote from the battle area, and no 
wide-area surveillance of the battle space. A large fleet of 
modem air-borne surveillance and BMC2 air-craft will be 
necessary for the Asia Pacific region. 

Despite this obvious requirement, most attention and 
funding for the "pivot" are for new long strike systems, long-
range cruise missiles, new submarines and surface vessels, but 
not for air-borne surveillance and onboard BMC2. Yet, the 
surveillance and BMC2 capabilities are a prerequisite for the 
proper employment of these and other forces. The Pentagon 
seems to be putting the cart before the horse. 

The Air Force began an analysis of alternatives in 
December 2009 to determine the best way to per-form these 
missions in the future. Results of the analysis provided to 
Congress on June 9, 2012, concluded that a business jet with 
onboard surveillance sensors and BMC2 capabilities was the 
most cost-effective solution. 

But Gen. Norton Schwartz, Air Force chief of staff, 
testified that the service could not afford a new program and it 
would have to live with existing capabilities, including Global 
Hawk and JSTARS. Yet, the Air Force is unwilling to upgrade 
the system for the increased demands of the Asia-Pacific 
theater. 

The worst scenario imaginable would be for the U.S. to 
invest hundreds of billions of dollars to field new weapon 
systems tailored to the Asia-Pacific region, capable of 
defeating high-threat, anti-access, anti-denial systems of 
potential adversaries, yet lack the eyes and brain to employ 
them effectively. Pentagon planners should readdress this 
deficiency in gearing up for the Pacific pivot. 
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34. Rethink The Middle East 
(WASHINGTON POST 19 AUG 12) ... Jim Hoagland 

Syria’s civil war is the decisive event in the remaking of 
the Middle East that began with the self-immolation of a 
Tunisian fruit vendor 21 months ago. The battle for Damascus 
has become the fulcrum of a now fully visible Sunni-Shiite 
struggle over the creation and control of an Islamic political 
order throughout the region. 

The Pax Americana that has prevailed in the region since 
1973 -- the last time a major Arab-Israeli war erupted -- is 
rapidly eroding. American power, friendship or enmity will no 
longer be decisive for Egyptians, Syrians or even Saudis in the 
ways they have been for nearly four decades. 

The Sunnis of Saudi Arabia and other gulf nations are 
putting all their chips on the effort to bring down Bashar al-
Assad’s regime in Damascus and inflict a strategic defeat on 
Assad’s Shiite allies in Tehran. The crumbling of Assad’s rule 
will soon force the Iranians to go all in as well -- or accept the 
humiliation of their surrogate’s downfall. 

An Iranian decision to escalate to save Assad, perhaps by 
retaliating against the gulf Arabs, would push the burden back 
on the Obama administration -- in the middle of a heated 
presidential campaign -- to define and protect U.S. regional 
interests more clearly and decisively. 

President Obama’s country-by-country, tactical responses 
to this unfolding Arab revolt have, until now, served the 
United States fairly well. But the strategic struggle between 
the gulf Arabs and Iran in Syria unhorses that narrow, reactive 
approach. 

Several large caveats must be acknowledged in this 
analysis: 

First, there has, of course, been turmoil aplenty in the 
strategic crossroads of Asia and Africa since Henry Kissinger 

committed U.S. power to brokering the 1973 Arab-Israeli 
truce that grew into an Egyptian-Israeli peace treaty. But the 
subsequent wars in Lebanon, Yemen, Iraqi Kurdistan, Kuwait, 
and even between Iran and Iraq were contained within the 
contours of a U.S.-supported equilibrium. Pax imperfect, yes, 
but pax at a regional level nonetheless. 

Second, this is not to say that the United States suddenly 
lacks influence or interests in the Middle East. On the 
contrary. It will fall to a reelected Obama or a newly installed 
Mitt Romney to shift U.S. diplomacy and security policies in 
the Middle East back onto a regional scale -- one less 
dependent on traditional national instruments of power and 
less protective of the postcolonial Arab secular state system 
that is being atomized. 

By focusing on democracy, territorial integrity and human 
rights as U.S. goals to be achieved one country at a time, the 
Obama administration has deliberately minimized the 
religious roots and regional nature of the broader SunniShiite 
conflict. But for its protagonists, the war turns on the Sunni 
majority’s right to rule in Syria and on weakening Shiite 
power in Tehran and Baghdad. 

The objectives sought by the United States and the gulf 
Arabs are thus misaligned. As long as that is the case, direct 
U.S. military intervention in Syria to help the rebels win will 
continue to be a matter of last resort. 

This does not mean accepting or supporting the inhumane 
status quo. Turmoil on this scale can produce territorial 
breakups that relieve pressures instead of intensifying them. 
(The Soviet Union and Yugoslavia provide recent examples.) 
U.S. policy should be nimble enough to facilitate border 
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changes that would provide more protection for ethnic or 
religious minorities in Syria, Iraq or elsewhere. 

Another conceptual change will involve the loss of U.S. 
influence in Egypt, which can no longer serve as the linchpin 
of U.S. regional policy. American interests are centered as 
never before in the gulf Arab nations. U.S. policy must follow 
that shift. 

That means actively engaging in efforts to bolster friendly 
governments -- it is time to revive discussions held in the Bush 
43 administration about extending some form of a nuclear 
umbrella to gulf allies -- while encouraging them to drop 
ancient, self-defeating national prejudices about religion, 
gender and minorities in return for a new relationship with 
Washington. 

Egypt provides a good example of how to begin this 
shifting of gears. Freeing important sectors of the Egyptian 
economy from the monopolistic control of the military -- the 
national instrument the United States has relied on most 
heavily to exert influence there -- could spark a much-needed 
economic rebound. U.S. experts, business people and generals 
could help in a transition that would have the added benefit of 
the Egyptian military, and U.S. security assistance, being 
downsized. 

Crisis of this magnitude always creates the need for new 
thinking. Only imaginative, aware minds can create the 
thinking itself. 
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35. This Is Not A Test 
(FOREIGN POLICY 17 AUG 12) ... Robert Haddick 

An Aug. 15 Bloomberg article describes a grim and 
anxious Israeli public preparing itself for war with Iran. 
Citizens are filing by distribution sites at shopping malls to 
pick up gas masks while wondering when the Israeli air force 
will attack Iran's nuclear complex. 

Although it is possible that Iran would restrain itself -- 
leveraging potential outrage at the attack to reverse some of 
the political and economic isolation it has suffered in the past 
few years -- virtually everyone assumes Iranian military 
retaliation would soon follow an Israeli strike. Matan Vilnai, 
the outgoing civil defense minister and a former general, 
predicts that a war with Iran would last a month and said that 
Israel should brace itself for hundreds of missile hits each day, 
which could kill 500 people by the end of the war. 

Although Hezbollah pounded northern Israel with short-
range rockets for several weeks in 2006 and Hamas still 
occasionally strikes towns near Gaza, a war with Iran could 
subject Tel Aviv, Jerusalem, and other major urban areas and 
military bases to large-scale and long-range missile attack, the 
first such missile war anywhere since the 1991 Gulf War. 
Such a bombardment would test the hopes placed in modern 
missile defenses, affecting not only Israel but also American 
plans for the Asia-Pacific, where the United States has made 
missile and anti-missile systems a core part of its strategy for 
the region. 

Vilnai's prediction of several hundred rocket hits per day 
implies that Hezbollah would join Iran, again striking northern 
Israel with Katyusha and other mostly short-range rockets. But 
even if it didn't -- fearing another bashing from the Israeli 
army and the prospect of having to recover without much help 
from a fracturing Syria -- Israel would have to face Iran's 
growing ballistic missile arsenal. Of particular concern is the 
Shahab-3 missile, which, according to an analysis prepared by 
the Center for Strategic and International Studies (CSIS), can 
fly up to 1,300 kilometers and carry a high-explosive or 
chemical warhead weighing 760 to 1,100 kilograms. The U.S. 
Congressional Research Service estimates that Iran possesses 
25 to 100 Shahab-3 missiles, deployed both in underground 
silos and on truck-mounted launchers. (According to the CSIS 
report, however, Iranian policymakers will have to live with 
uncertainties regarding the Shahab-3's dependability, 
accuracy, and warhead reliability.) 

Opposing Iran will be Israel's Arrow missile defense 
system, designed specifically for the Shahab-3 threat. The 
Arrow system is tested and deployed, but has yet to face 
combat. The United States has positioned a high-powered, 
long-range X-band radar facility in Israel to boost the Arrow's 
sensor capability and supply target data to the Pentagon's own 
missile defense network. The performance of both Arrow and 
the U.S. missile defense system will depend on how well all 
the various radars and sensors in the region collect, transmit, 
and integrate their results -- something that has yet to occur 
under the stress of actual combat. In particular, Arrow's 
operators should brace for a large attack, perhaps involving a 
dozen or more Shahab-3s. It is very unlikely that the system 
has ever gone through a live-fire rehearsal against a dozen or 
more simulated Shahab-3s. Iran will have a strong interest in 
launching such a large-scale raid, both to stress Arrow before 
it can work out any unknown bugs and to use its missiles 
before Israel destroys them on the ground during follow-up 
airstrikes. 

The U.S. Navy has the highly capable Aegis air and 
missile defense system deployed on most of its guided-missile 
cruisers and destroyers. The Aegis system, originally designed 
to protect naval task forces from missile attack, has been 
upgraded to be a major player in national missile defense. 
Some of these ships could be positioned for missile defense 
duty over Israel. U.S. policymakers will have to decide 
whether to have such ships, if present, along with other U.S. 
missile defense capabilities, participate in the initial defense of 
Israel. Opting out would allow Israel to demonstrate its own 
missile defense capabilities and would remove an excuse for 
Iran to escalate the war against the United States around the 
Persian Gulf. Policymakers in Washington, however, will 
likely opt to engage, both to exercise U.S. missile defense 
systems in combat (revealing any glitches) and to demonstrate 
to allies in Europe, Asia, and the Middle East that missile 
defense partnerships with the United States will be effective 
when needed. 

The outcome of an Israel-Iran missile war will have 
profound implications for military strategies and investments 
in Asia. The expansion and modernization of China's ballistic 
and cruise missile forces is a recurring topic in the Pentagon's 
annual reports on China's military power. In a recent study 
CSIS performed for the Pentagon, it noted the vulnerability of 
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U.S. military bases in the Pacific to missile attack and 
recommended increased missile defenses and dispersal of 
airfields and aircraft around the region. Should a lopsided 
outcome occur in an Israel-Iran missile war, military planners 
on all sides would likely scramble to reassess their 
assumptions. Should Arrow and the U.S. Navy's missile 
defense systems sweep a large Shahab-3 raid from the skies, 
American planners would undoubtedly gain confidence in 
their ability to sustain a forward presence in the Western 
Pacific in the face of China's growing missile forces. By 
contrast, should Iran succeed in pummeling Tel Aviv and 
other targets in Israel, U.S. policymakers would likely develop 
doubts about the long-term future of their forward-basing 
plans in the Pacific. The outcome of a missile war would also 
affect the long-running debate over funding the Pentagon's 
troubled effort to build limited defenses against 
intercontinental missiles. 

An Israeli strike on Iran will come with no warning. Israel 
would like to give its citizens some time to prepare for an 
Iranian retaliatory barrage, but because it may get only one 

shot at Iran's nuclear program, Israel will want its initial 
airstrike to benefit from tactical surprise. Ideally, Israel's 
policymakers would also prefer to ready their missile defenses 
in coordination with the Pentagon and the U.S. Navy. But 
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu will have to weigh the 
risk of a leak from Washington, which would prefer that Israel 
hold its fire. An Israeli attack would thus be "a bolt from the 
blue," designed to surprise Iran's air defenses, wreck the 
program's physical plant, kill Iran's nuclear engineers and 
technicians, and demoralize survivors. 

Vilnai may be right that a war may taper off after a 
month, if only due to the exhaustion of missile inventories. 
But that would hardly mean the end of the war, which would 
be bound to take many unpredicted turns in the years ahead. If 
Netanyahu and his colleagues decide to strike, they will be 
walking into a dark room, with everyone else scurrying to 
adjust to the shock as best they can. 

Robert Haddick is managing editor of Small Wars 
Journal. 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Navy Demonstrates How Biofuels Can Power A Fleet 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 19 JUL 12) ... Oskar Garcia 

ABOARD THE USS NIMITZ — Some 100 nautical miles northeast of Oahu in the Pacific Ocean, a fleet of U.S. Navy fighter 
jets slings from the deck of the USS Nimitz aircraft carrier, leaving thin trails of smoke on the tight runway. 

 
2. Defense Officials Defend "Great Green Fleet" Cost 
(REUTERS 19 JUL 12) ... Suzanne Roig 

HONOLULU -- The Navy's "Great Green Fleet," a group of warships and fighter jets burning an expensive blend of biofuels and 
petroleum, is performing as planned, Defense Department officials said on Thursday, as the Senate prepared for a fight over the 
program's cost. 

 
3. Biofuel Helps Power Navy's War Exercises 
(HONOLULU STAR-ADVERTISER 19 JUL 12) ... William Cole 

AT SEA ABOARD THE USS NIMITZ — U.S. Navy ships and planes operated on a biofuel blend off Hawaii during Rim of the 
Pacific war games Wednesday as part of a renewable-fuel push by Navy leaders — the biggest test of its kind and one that has become 
politicized and opposed by some in Congress because of its costs. 

 
4. The Navy's Green Strike Group Sails On Biofuels Blend: Will It Sail Again? 
As the Pacific-based forces of Can-Do battle the Washington-based forces of Shouldn’t-Try, we look at the 6 
Big Myths of Military Biofuels 
(BIOFUELS DIGEST 19 JUL 12) ... Jim Lane 

In Hawaii, the U.S. Navy demonstrated its Green Strike Group as part of the 2012 Rim of the Pacific Exercise (RIMPAC), the 
world's largest international maritime warfare exercise that includes 40 surface ships, six submarines, more than 200 aircraft and 
25,000 personnel from 22 different nations. 

 
5. #GreatGreenFleet: USS Chafee Takes On Biofuel 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 19 JUL 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Dustin W. Sisco, USS Nimitz Public Affairs 

PACIFIC OCEAN -- The guided-missile destroyer USS Chafee (DDG 90) took on 250,000 gallons of alternative fuel, a 50/50 
blend of advanced biofuel and traditional petroleum-based fuel, from the fleet replenishment oiler USNS Henry J. Kaiser (T-AO 187) 
as part of the Great Green Fleet demonstration during Rim of the Pacific (RIMPAC) 2012. 

 
6. Green Navy Boasts Less Dependence On Foreign Oil 
The Navy hopes to cut its power use and foreign oil consumption in half by 2020. At Sacramento Navy Week, 
it showcased alternative energy products made by California companies. 
(KXJZ PUBLIC RADIO (SACRAMENTO) 19 JUL 12) ... Bob Moffitt 

At an event at the Capitol in Sacramento, the Navy and about a dozen California businesses and universities showed how much 
progress they're making. There were booths with algae oil used to make jet fuel and the latest in products that conserve energy. 

 
7. U.S. Navy Report: In Ship-Naming, Exceptions Are Norm 
(DEFENSE NEWS 19 JUL 12) ... Christopher P. Cavas 

President George Washington agreed in 1794 that the first six frigates of the U.S. Navy be named for principles or symbols found 
in the U.S. Constitution. Drawing from a list of suggestions, he chose the first five names, Constitution, United States, President, 
Congress and Constellation (referring to the stars representing states on the American flag). 
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8. Future Of Navy Strategic Deterrents 
(NAVY LIVE BLOG 19 JUL 12) ... Rear Adm. Barry Bruner 

As Vice Adm. John Richardson, Commander Submarine Forces, discussed in his recent post “Primus in Pace,” July 20, 2012 
marks the 52nd anniversary of the first submarine-launched Polaris nuclear missile. This event was celebrated with a simple naval 
message from the commanding officer of USS George Washington (SSBN 598) to President Dwight Eisenhower: 

 
9. 21st Century Sailors Getting New Tools To Build Careers 
(KITSAP (WA) SUN 19 JUL 12) ... Ed Friedrich 

BREMERTON — The Navy's top manpower official assured Sailors that their jobs and benefits are safe and that new tools are 
available to keep them sharp into the second decade of continuous fighting. 

 
10. Navy Week Arrives On The Prairie 
Outreach program aims to inform, enlighten, inspire 
(SIOUX FALLS (SD) ARGUS LEADER 19 JUL 12) ... Jill Callison 

Sioux Falls might be more than 1,000 miles away from the nearest ocean, but in the coming week the city will get a good look at 
the U.S. Navy. 

 

CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
11. U.S. Navy EOD Unit Shares Training, Fosters International Partnerships. 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 19 JUL 12) ... Mass Communications Specialist 1st Class Ernesto Bonilla, RIMPAC Combined Information 
Bureau 

JOINT BASE PEARL HARBOR-HICKAM -- Explosive Ordnance Disposal Mobile Unit (EODMU) 11 Sailors are participating 
in joint training operations July 16-22 with Australian, Canadian, and Russian explosive ordnance disposal (EOD) units during 
exercise Rim of the Pacific (RIMPAC) 2012. 

 
12. Russian Navy In First Ever RIMPAC Exercise 
(RIA NOVOSTI 19 JUL 12) 

VLADIVOSTOK -- Russian naval forces have taken part this week in the international RIMPAC naval exercise for the first time, 
successfully completing an anti-piracy exercise in the Pacific alongside U.S. forces, a Russian fleet spokesman said on Thursday. 

 
13. VAQ-130 Lands Its First Growler Aboard Truman 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 19 JUL 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist Seaman Taylor DiMartino, USS Harry S. Truman Public 
Affairs 

USS HARRY S. TRUMAN, At sea -- Airborne Electronic Attack Squadron (VAQ) 130, the Zappers, landed its squadron's first 
operational EA-18G Growler on the aircraft carrier USS Harry S. Truman (CVN 75), July 18. 

 
14. PP12 Understands The Importance Of Proper Translation 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 19 JUL 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Kristopher Regan, Navy Public Affairs Support 
Element West 

VINH, Vietnam -- Dozens of Vietnamese translators, who come from a slew of different locations, are taking part in all aspects of 
the Pacific Partnership 2012 (PP12) mission while in Vietnam. 

 
15. A Moving Story 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 19 JUL 12) ... Maj. Cameron Jamieson, Pacific Partnership 2012 Public Affairs 

VINH, Vietnam -- Vietnamese children are being given back the gift of movement by Pacific Partnership 2012 physicians using a 
new type of laser surgery to release the savage grasp of serious burns. 

 
16. USS Ohio Completes Major Maintenance Period, Rejoins Fleet 
(KITSAP (WA) SUN 19 JUL 12) 

BREMERTON — Puget Sound Naval Shipyard & Intermediate Maintenance Facility completed its most expansive major 
maintenance period July 11 with USS Ohio's certification for unrestricted operations, the shipyard announced Thursday. 

 
17. USS Nicholas Returns To Norfolk 
Crew seizes thousands of pounds of drugs 
(WAVY NBC NORFOLK 19 JUL 12) ... Art Kohn 

NORFOLK, Va. -- Navy families welcomed USS Nicholas back to Norfolk Thursday morning. 
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18. Frigate Elrod Returning To Norfolk Friday 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 20 JUL 12) ... Cindy Clayton 

NORFOLK -- The guided-missile frigate Elrod is scheduled to return to Norfolk Naval Station on Friday. 
 

19. U.S. Navy Helicopter With 5 Crew Crashes In Oman 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 19 JUL 12) ... Adam Schreck 

DUBAI, United Arab Emirates — A U.S. Navy helicopter crashed Thursday in the Gulf nation of Oman with five crew members 
aboard, according to the U.S. military. 

 

GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
20. Navy Goes Green With New U.S. Biofuel Deal 
(THE AUSTRALIAN 20 JUL 12) ... Brendan Nicholson 

The Royal Australian Navy has taken a major step towards "greening" its warships and aircraft with a new agreement that will 
give it access to technology being developed in the U.S. to enable the massive American fleets to run on biofuels by 2020. 

 
21. Australian Defence Capability Plan Covers 4-Year Frame 
(DEFENSE NEWS 19 JUL 12) ... Nigel Pittaway 

SYDNEY — The new Australian Defence Capability Plan (DCP) announced in early July was developed following consultation 
with Australian defense industry and has been aligned with the four-year forward estimates period in the budget. That means it now 
includes only projects that will achieve either first or second pass approval within the four-year period. 

 
22. Israel Is Forced To Rethink Its Regional Strategies 
(NEW YORK TIMES 20 JUL 12) ... Jodi Rudoren 

JERUSALEM — Standing on the Golan Heights, close enough to the Syrian border to hear what he called “the dull boom of 
shells” fired on the other side, Israel’s defense minister, Ehud Barak, observed on Thursday that President Bashar al-Assad’s grip on 
power was slipping away. 

 
23. Escalation Feared In Israel-Iran Struggle 
Blast in Bulgaria could signal lethal new phase in 'shadow war' 
(WASHINGTON POST 20 JUL 12) ... Joby Warrick 

The suicide bombing of a Bulgarian bus packed with Israeli tourists has stoked fears of a deadly new phase in the long-running 
“shadow war” between Iran and Israel, with ordinary civilians now apparently replacing diplomats as primary targets. 

 
24. At Celebration For Britain's First F-35, Pentagon Official Warns Of Budget Cuts 
(FORT WORTH STAR-TELEGRAM 20 JUL 12) ... Bob Cox 

Pentagon officials will not be able to protect the F-35 program if Congress doesn't roll back huge automatic budget cuts mandated 
to take effect in January, the Defense Department's chief weapons buyer said Thursday in Fort Worth. 

 
25. UK Defense Chief To NATO: Pull Your Weight In Europe While U.S. Handles China 
(AOL DEFENSE 19 JUL 12) ... Otto Kreisher 

WASHINGTON: Great Britain's new defense minister delivered a surprising rebuff to his fellow European defense leaders: Stop 
complaining about being abandoned as the U.S. shifts its focus to the Asia-Pacific region and prepare to "do much more of the heavy 
lifting" on security in your own backyard. 

 
26. HMCS Victoria Fires A Torpedo – An Event 10 Years in the Making 
(OTTAWA CITIZEN (CANADA) 19 JUL 12) ... David Pugliese 

HMCS Victoria has fired its first actual torpedo during RIMPAC 2012. 
 

PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
27. Copeman Assumes Command Of Naval Surface Forces 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 19 JUL 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Rosalie Garcia, Naval Surface Force, U.S. Pacific 
Fleet Public Affairs 

SAN DIEGO -- Commander, Naval Surface Forces (SURFOR) and Commander, Naval Surface Force, U.S. Pacific Fleet 
(SURFPAC) held its change of command ceremony aboard amphibious assault ship USS Boxer (LHD 4), July 19. 
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28. #SAAM: Command Triads Reminded To Register For SAPR-Leadership Preparatory Training 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 19 JUL 12) ... Chief of Naval Personnel Public Affairs 

WASHINGTON -- Command triads must register now for Sexual Assault Prevention and Response-Leadership (SAPR-L) 
training, Navy officials announced July 19. 

 
29. Southeast Region Makes Motorcycle Safety A Priority 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 19 JUL 12) ... April Phillips, Naval Safety Center Public Affairs 

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. -- Navy Region Southeast has made great strides in getting motorcycle riders into the appropriate training 
courses that are proven life-savers, including the Basic Rider Course, Military Sportbike Rider Course, and Experienced Rider Course. 

 
30. Troops To Teachers Teach The Navy 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 19 JUL 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Molly Greendeer, Navy Public Affairs Support 
Element East 

NORFOLK, Va. -- The director for the Virginia Troops to Teachers (TTT) program visited Naval Station Norfolk, July 19, to 
inform Sailors of a possible second career, "serving students." 

 
31. Pentagon May Spend $4 Billion More On Health Care 
(BLOOMBERG GOVERNMENT 20 19 JUL 12) ... Robert Levinson 

The Pentagon will spend $4 billion more than the $47 billion it requested to pay for health care in fiscal 2013, according to a July 
11 Congressional Budget Office report. 

 

FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
32. The Inevitable Demo Of The Great Green Fleet 
(ARMED WITH SCIENCE BLOG (DOD LIVE) 19 JUL 12) 

In 2009, Secretary of the Navy (SECNAV) Ray Mabus announced five aggressive energy goals to reduce the Department of 
Navy’s (DON’s) consumption of energy, decrease its reliance on foreign sources of oil, and significantly increase its use of alternative 
energy. 

 
33. USDA, Navy Praise Use Of Biofuel 
U.S. Navy benefits from biofuels use in "green fleet" 
(FARM FUTURES 20 JUL 12) 

The United States Navy's "Great Green Fleet" took off Wednesday with 450,000 gallons of biofuel to burn with the support of 
U.S. Navy Secretary Ray Mabus and Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack. 

 
34. Navy Pushes Forward With 'Green Fleet' Despite GOP Resistance 
(THE HILL 19 JUL 12) ... Zack Colman 

Navy Secretary Ray Mabus insisted plans for a "green fleet" that uses biofuels will move forward despite efforts by Republicans 
in Congress to stop it. 

 
35. House Passes Defense Bill Supporting Weapons Not Sought by Obama 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 19 JUL 12) ... Chris Strohm and Laura Litvan 

The House passed legislation that would give the Pentagon $607.1 billion in fiscal 2013 for weapons purchases, personnel and 
war operations in Afghanistan. 

 
36. House Approves $606 Billion DOD Spending Bill In 326 To 90 Vote 
(THE HILL 19 JUL 12) ... Pete Kasperowicz and Jeremy Herb  

The House late Thursday approved a massive, $606 billion bill funding the Defense Department and war activities in Afghanistan 
and Iraq in 2013. 

 
37. With Defense Budget In Peril, Pressure Builds On Anti-Tax Pledge 
(MILITARY UPDATE 19 JUL 12) ... Tom Philpott 

Worried by the “sequestration” blade set to fall on defense budgets in January, Republicans are sounding alarms with special 
hearings, a flurry of press releases and bills that offer at least interim solutions. 

 
38. Air Force Chief Nominee Would Pressure Lockheed, Acquisition Community Daily Regarding F-35 
(DEFENSE DAILY 20 JUL 12) ... Pat Host 

President Obama's Air Force chief of staff nominee would pressure F-35 manufacturer Lockheed Martin and the service 
acquisition community daily over the aircraft's cost containment issues if confirmed, he told lawmakers yesterday. 
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39. Air Force Gearing Up For Green Fleet 
(SHREVEPORT (LA) TIMES 19 JUL 12) ... John Andrew Prime 

The Air Force hopes to turn its fleet into a Green Machine. 
 

BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
40. Navy, SDSU To Discuss Biofuels Initiative 
(SIOUX CITY (SD) ARGUS LEADER 19 JUL 12) 

Researchers at South Dakota State University will join representatives of the Navy on Friday to talk about their partnership in the 
“great green fleet” initiative, which aims to help reduce dependence on fossil fuels by 50 percent in the next decade. 

 
41. Professor Goes Vertical With Blue Angels 
Though draining, flight was a 'dream come true' 
(SIOUX CITY (SD) ARGUS LEADER 19 JUL 12) ... Joe Sneve 

Flying co-pilot in a fighter jet took every ounce of energy Tim Sorenson had. 
 

42. Students’ Robots Compete Underwater 
15th International RoboSub Competition underway in Point Loma 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 19 JUL 12) ... Nathan Max 

POINT LOMA — There will be some tense moments this weekend for more than 200 engineering students when it’s finally time 
to put their robotic submarines to the test. 

 
43. Washington Governor Visits NBK, Tours Proposed Hood Canal Mitigation Sites 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 19 JUL 12) MASS COMMUNICATION SPECIALIST 2ND CLASS (SW/AW) ... Scott A. McCall, Navy Public 
Affairs Support Element West, Det. Northwest 

BIG QUILCENE RIVER, Wash. -- The governor of Washington State visited Naval Base Kitsap Bangor and embarked U.S. 
Coast Guard Cutter USCGC Sea Devil (WPB 87368) to participate in a tour of proposed mitigation sites along Hood Canal, July 18. 

 
44. Links To USS Miami Fire Explored 
Investigators looking at subsequent small blaze, pulling of alarm nearby 
(NEW LONDON DAY 20 JUL 12) ... Jennifer McDermott 

The Naval Criminal Investigative Service has not ruled out the possibility of a connection between the large blaze that severely 
damaged the USS Miami, a small fire that later broke out near the submarine and a fire alarm that was pulled. 

 
45. Troops In Uniform Cleared To March In Gay Pride Parade 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 19 JUL 12) ... Julie Watson 

CAMP PENDLETON, Calif. -- The Defense Department on Thursday announced it is allowing service members to march in 
uniform in a gay pride parade for the first time in U.S. history. 

 
46. U.S. Osprey Aircraft To Arrive at Iwakuni Base Mon. Amid Opposition 
Osprey To Arrive in Iwakuni 23 Jul, Will 'Not Be Flown' Until Safety Confirmed 
(KYODO NEWS 20 JUL 12) 

IWAKUNI, Japan -- The Defense Ministry notified local authorities on Friday that Osprey military transport aircraft will arrive at 
a U.S. military base in Iwakuni, Yamaguchi Prefecture, on Monday, but that they would not be flown until their safety is confirmed. 

 
47. Guam To Get Section 30 Funds From Rotational Marines 
(PACIFIC DAILY NEWS (GUAM) 20 JUL 12) 

An agreement has been signed between the Department of Defense and the Internal Revenue Service that ensures Section 30 
payments are collected from rotational Marines on Guam, announced Deputy Defense Secretary Ashton Carter during his recent visit 
to the island. 

 

NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
48. Vice Admiral James W. Houck Joins Penn State Law 
(PENN STATE UNIVERSITY 16 JUL 12) ... Dickinson School of Law 

Vice Admiral James W. Houck, who is about to retire from his position as the 41st Judge Advocate General (JAG) of the U.S. 
Navy, will join the faculty of Penn State University Dickinson School of Law. Houck plans to focus his teaching and scholarship on 
international and national security law as well as maritime law and policy. 
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49. ATFP Tips Smartphone App 
(U.S. FLEET FORCES COMMAND BLOG 19 JUL 12) ... Adm. J.C. Harvey, Jr. 

As part of our increased focus on our Anti-Terrorism / Force Protection (ATFP) mission over the past three years, Fleet Forces 
recently released a smartphone application that gives our Sailors (and any other user) the ability to anonymously report an illegal or 
suspicious activity directly from his or her handset. 

 
50. Panetta Orders Pentagon To Monitor Media For Information Leaks 
(REUTERS 19 JUL 12) ... David Alexander and Donna Smith 

WASHINGTON -- Defense Secretary Leon Panetta ordered senior Pentagon officials on Thursday to begin monitoring major 
U.S. news media for disclosures of classified information in an effort to stop the release of government secrets after a series of high-
profile leaks. 

 
51. Long Legal Process Frustrates Families Of USS Cole Victims 
Want military trial for attack mastermind 
(WASHINGTON TIMES 19 JUL 12) ... Kristina Wong 

GUANTANAMO BAY, CUBA — Nearly 12 years after al Qaeda terrorists killed his son, Jesse Nieto still has a bumper sticker 
on his car that reads: “Remember the Cole.” 

 

OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
52. Taking The Cyberattack Threat Seriously 
In a future conflict, an adversary unable to match our military supremacy on the battlefield might seek to 
exploit our computer vulnerabilities here at home. 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 20 JUL 12) ... Barack Obama 

Last month I convened an emergency meeting of my cabinet and top homeland security, intelligence and defense officials. Across 
the country trains had derailed, including one carrying industrial chemicals that exploded into a toxic cloud. Water treatment plants in 
several states had shut down, contaminating drinking water and causing Americans to fall ill. 

 
53. Pentagon And Contractors Need To Plan For Budget Warfare 
(BLOOMBERG VIEW 18 JUL 12) ... Editorial 

The House’s near-unanimous passage yesterday of a bill requiring the White House to explain how it will make the severe budget 
cuts mandated by last summer’s debt-ceiling pact was a pleasant exhibition of bipartisan common sense. 

 
54. Fighting The Stigma 
(TIME 19 JUL 12) ... Bingham C. Jamison 

Financed by the Pentagon and produced by the Institute of Medicine, (that influential member of the National Academy of 
Sciences with particular political and legislative sway), a 400-page report published Friday recommended a broad range of PTSD-
related initiatives. They include annual PTSD screenings for troops returning from combat, and a more coordinated approach to 
supporting those with PTSD between the Department of Defense and the Veterans Administration. 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Navy Demonstrates How Biofuels Can Power A Fleet 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 19 JUL 12) ... Oskar Garcia 

ABOARD THE USS NIMITZ — Some 100 nautical 
miles northeast of Oahu in the Pacific Ocean, a fleet of U.S. 
Navy fighter jets slings from the deck of the USS Nimitz 
aircraft carrier, leaving thin trails of smoke on the tight 
runway. 

The operation, part of maneuvers involving several 
thousand Sailors as part of the world's largest naval exercises 
in waters off Hawaii, was at the center of a growing 
controversy involving defense spending and foreign oil. 

The dozens of air and sea vessels surrounding the Nimitz 
— including helicopters, fighter jets and destroyer ships — 
were running on a biofuel blend that can be substituted for 
traditional fuel without any engine modifications. 

Navy officials say using the alternative fuel helps the 
military address weaknesses. Operations that use more than 50 
million gallons of fuel each month rely on petroleum, making 
the U.S. military heavily dependent upon foreign oil. 

Market volatility causes Navy spending to swing by tens 
of millions of dollars each time the price of a barrel goes up or 
down $1. 

"We're not doing it to be faddish, we're not doing it to be 
green," Navy Secretary Ray Mabus said aboard the USS 
Nimitz on Wednesday. "We're not doing it for any other 
reason except it takes care of a military vulnerability that we 
have." 

He added, "One of the things you better do as a military is 
take care of those vulnerabilities." 

But the plan to use a 50-50 blend of alternative and 
petroleum-based fuel has hit a snag — Congressional 
lawmakers who bristle at spending time and money chasing 
alternative energy at a time when defense spending is being 
cut and traditional oil is cheaper. 

The House voted 326-90 Thursday on its version of the 
$608 billion defense spending bill, which cuts $70 million 
from the Obama administration's request for domestic 
development of biofuels production, while adding millions for 
submarines and Navy destroyers that the Pentagon didn't 
request. 

The Senate Armed Services Committee last month 
narrowly passed an amendment to its version of the measure. 
The provision, pushed by Republican Sens. John McCain of 
Arizona and Jim Inhofe of Oklahoma, would prohibit military 
spending on alternative fuels if their costs exceed the cost of 
traditional fossil fuels. 

At the time, McCain said buying biofuel at $26 per gallon 
— the amount the Navy spent last year for 450,000 gallons of 
biofuels for this week's demonstration — isn't in line with 
priorities of pursuing energy technology that reduces fuel 
demand and saves lives. 

Inhofe went further, saying the Pentagon "should not be 
wasting time perpetrating President Obama's global warming 
fantasies or his ongoing war on affordable energy." 

The Navy, along with the U.S. Departments of Energy 
and Agriculture, is spending more than $500 million in pursuit 
of biofuels and other alternative energy sources like solar and 
geothermal. The nearly $12 million purchase on the fuel for 
the demonstration came at a time when the Navy was 
spending just below $4 per gallon for traditional marine and 

jet fuel, according to Navy energy officials. The price has 
dipped dramatically since then, but is expected to rise to about 
$3.60 by the time the next fiscal year begins. 

Mabus said the price of biofuels and other alternative 
sources will go down dramatically if the military makes 
massive purchases. Private industries, including the 
commercial airline industry, are interested and will join to 
help lower market prices, he said. 

"I'm confident that as we get the story of what the Navy is 
doing completely out there, as we talk to members of 
Congress as we have been as we've been engaging them, that 
we will reach a common ground here in terms of making sure 
that America moves toward energy independence, making 
sure that America moves toward energy security," Mabus said. 

Mabus said the Navy is still pressing ahead with its goal 
of getting half its fuel from alternative sources by 2020. 

Two senators on the Armed Services Committee, 
Democrat Jeanne Shaheen of New Hampshire and Republican 
Susan Collins of Maine, have vowed to try to change the 
defense bill once it reaches the Senate floor, writing in a 
Politico column last week that the biofuels investments will 
result in long-term savings and are part of an "all-of-the-
above" approach. Collins was absent during the committee 
vote, where the biofuels amendment passed 13-12. 

Broadcast Clip - Navy Chief Urges Congress To 
Support Biofuels 

(ASSOCIATED PRESS 19 JUL 12) Naya Hawkins 
The Navy's top official says he thinks federal lawmakers 

will come around on the branch's ambitions to ease its use of 
foreign oil once they understand it's not an environmental 
move--it's a defense strategy. 

View Clip (RT: 2:19) 
Broadcast Clip - Biofuels Play Major Role In Great 

Green Fleet Exercise 
(DOMESTIC FUEL 19 JUL 12) John Davis 
Biofuels are playing a significant role in the biggest 

maritime exercise in the world. About 450,000 gallons of 
biofuels made from non-food stocks have been used to fuel the 
ships and aircraft, known as the “Great Green Fleet,” taking 
part in the U.S. Navy’s and allied nation’s Rim of the Pacific 
Exercise (RIMPAC). 

“Yesterday, off the coast of Hawaii, was a great day for 
the Navy and a great day for America. It marked some serious 
steps to take us on the road toward energy security and energy 
independence,” says Secretary of the Navy Ray Mabus. He 
notes advanced biofuels were seamlessly integrated into the 
operations, which included typical fighter jet flying and 
refuelings and ship-to-ship underway refuelings. “Absolutely 
no modifications were required or made to any of the engines 
that were burning biofuels.” 

Secretary of Agriculture Tom Vilsack echoes those 
sentiments in this demonstration of U.S. military might and 
leadership. “It’s not just leadership to make us more secure 
from a national security or energy security standpoint. It’s also 
leadership for economic opportunities in rural areas.” Vilsack 
adds this use of American-made biofuels plays right into the 
bio-based economy, providing 400,000 jobs in the U.S., 
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expected to go even higher when the full Renewable Fuels 
Standard is met. 

Deputy Assistant to the President for Energy and Climate 
Change Heather Zichal adds that this use of biofuels 
demonstrates to the world that the U.S. Navy is leading the 
way. “[The Navy] is sending a clear message that we cannot 
keep doing what we have done in the past. We cannot be timid 
about embracing new forms of energy, like biofuels, that have 

the potential to strengthen our energy security and reduce the 
military’s dependence on oil.” 

Listen To The Full Press Conference (RT: 25:22) 
Broadcast Clip - The Great Green Fleet 
(KHON FOX HONOLULU 19 JUL 12) 
Vice Adm. Phil Cullom joins WakeUp2Day to discuss the 

“Great Green Fleet.” 
View Clip (RT: 3:16) 

Return to Index 
 

2. Defense Officials Defend "Great Green Fleet" Cost 
(REUTERS 19 JUL 12) ... Suzanne Roig 

HONOLULU -- The Navy's "Great Green Fleet," a group 
of warships and fighter jets burning an expensive blend of 
biofuels and petroleum, is performing as planned, Defense 
Department officials said on Thursday, as the Senate prepared 
for a fight over the program's cost. 

Dozens of F/A-18 Super Hornets and other aircraft 
powered by conventional jet fuel mixed with recycled cooking 
grease and algae oil screamed off the flight deck of the aircraft 
carrier USS Nimitz on Wednesday during international 
military exercises in the central Pacific. 

Two destroyers and a guided-missile cruiser plied the 
ocean using a similar fuel mixture. The fuel demonstration 
started on Wednesday and continued on Thursday. 

Congressional critics, led by Republican Senator John 
McCain, have argued biofuel is far too expensive for the 
military to help develop when defense budgets face massive 
cuts. 

But Navy Secretary Ray Mabus said the demonstration 
proved that the green-fuels blend, while about four times more 
costly per gallon than conventional fuels, was safe and 
effective in combat situations. 

"Those aircraft are flying the way they always do. The 
ships steamed the way they always do. There was no 
difference with the fuel," he told Sailors and reporters 
assembled in an aircraft hangar aboard the Nimitz, the carrier 
group's flagship. The Nimitz itself runs on nuclear power. 

While some have criticized the demonstration as 
unnecessary and the $12 million cost of the fuel as excessive, 
Mabus told reporters on Thursday that the event, which was 
witnessed by airline and air industry leaders, was worth it. 

"Absolutely it was worthwhile to show that biofuels can 
compete and can be used in every single thing that we do in 
the Navy," he said. "Everything before now has been a test. 
This shows that we can use biofuels and other alternative 
energies in an operational manner." 

The so-called Great Green Fleet is a key element of a 
Pentagon initiative to use the buying power of the U.S. 
military - the world's largest single oil consumer - to help 
foster a competitive biofuels industry. 

Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack, whose department 
along with the Energy Department is helping fund some of the 
project, said on Thursday the next step is developing an 
industry that can produce it at an affordable cost. 

Vilsack said the agencies were working with private 
industry on pilot projects "so that we can demonstrate not only 
that it works in planes and ships but that we can produce it at 
an affordable cost." 

 
 

Ultimately Lower Costs 
Mabus and other supporters of the program say curbing 

the military's reliance on fossil fuels and making alternative 
energy more commercially viable would ultimately lower 
costs while bolstering national security. 

But critics have painted the green fuels initiative as a 
waste of funds while the federal budget is severely strained 
and energy companies are finding large quantities of oil and 
natural gas in the United States. 

Congressional Republicans have denounced the military's 
green energy push as another attempt by the Obama 
administration to promote alternative fuels even when they 
make little economic sense, as in the case of the government-
funded solar panel maker Solyndra, which went bankrupt last 
year. 

The Senate is girding for a battle over legislation backed 
primarily by Republicans to bar further military spending on 
biofuels that are more expensive than petroleum products. 

The green-fuel operations of the Nimitz's strike group 
were conducted as part of this year's 22-nation Rim of the 
Pacific training exercises, the largest annual multinational 
warfare maneuvers on the high seas. 

The war games, staged 100 nautical miles north of 
Hawaii, began last Friday and will run for six weeks. 

The 450,000 gallons of biofuel the Navy purchased at $26 
a gallon for the occasion and blended in equal parts with 
petroleum-based fuels to fill up three warships and 71 aircraft 
was just enough to last two to three days, Navy officials said. 

Opponents Balk At Biofuels Cost 
A year-old Defense Department report predicted the 

military will spend $2 billion more annually if it pursues its 
biofuels goals. And a more recent study by the RAND 
Corporation think tank said renewable fuels for U.S. military 
vessels and jets are likely to remain far more expensive than 
petroleum products, absent a technological breakthrough. 

But the Navy said estimates that it will spend more using 
biofuels are flawed. The projections assume petroleum prices 
will not be higher by the end of the decade, which is unlikely, 
and that the Navy will buy biofuels at a significant premium to 
petroleum. 

The Navy has said it will not buy biofuels for operational 
use until the price is competitive with petroleum. 

"The Navy is pursuing cost-competitive alternative fuels 
and greater fuel efficiency because unpredictable and 
increasingly volatile oil prices could have a direct impact on 
readiness," a Navy spokeswoman said. "That volatility 
resulted in more than $500 million additional fuel bill to the 
Navy in FY12." 
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McCain and other opponents of the program have seized 
on the fact that the Navy paid more than $26 a gallon for the 
biofuels it purchased for this week's Green Fleet 
demonstration, compared with less than $4 a gallon for 
convention fuel. 

The Navy has noted that the 50-50 mix of biofuel and 
petroleum-based fuels, formulated as a "drop-in" blend 
requiring no modification to aircraft or ship engines, cost a 
combined $15 a gallon. Most of the biofuel half of the 
mixture, about 90 percent, was rendered from cooking oil 
waste. The other 10 percent was refined from algae. 

Return to Index 
 

3. Biofuel Helps Power Navy's War Exercises 
(HONOLULU STAR-ADVERTISER 19 JUL 12) ... William Cole 

AT SEA ABOARD THE USS NIMITZ — U.S. Navy 
ships and planes operated on a biofuel blend off Hawaii during 
Rim of the Pacific war games Wednesday as part of a 
renewable-fuel push by Navy leaders — the biggest test of its 
kind and one that has become politicized and opposed by 
some in Congress because of its costs. 

The sea service's top brass — Navy Secretary Ray Mabus 
and Chief of Naval Operations Adm. Jonathan Greenert — 
flew out to the aircraft carrier Nimitz in helicopters running on 
the biofuel mix to lend their support to the effort, visiting the 
Pearl Harbor-based destroyer USS Chafee and other ships in 
the carrier strike group that has been dubbed the "Great Green 
Fleet." 

"This is a great day for the United States Navy, but it's a 
great day for America, too," Mabus told thousands of Nimitz 
Sailors in the hangar bay of the carrier. "It shows that we can 
make big strides toward energy security. It shows that we can 
make big strides toward energy independence. It shows that 
we can reduce the vulnerability that we currently have because 
of our dependence on foreign sources of oil." 

The problem has been the cost. 
The Pentagon in December announced the largest 

government purchase of biofuel in history — 450,000 gallons 
for $12 million — to fuel RIMPAC ships and aircraft in the 
first large-scale test of the cleaner-burning alternative to 
petroleum products. 

Mabus acknowledged at the time the price of the biofuel 
was about $26 per gallon, and about $15 a gallon blended with 
petroleum for the RIMPAC demonstration. The Navy 
currently pays less than $4 a gallon for its fuel. 

The House Armed Services Committee rebelled in May, 
proposing in the 2013 defense authorization bill that the 
Defense Department be prohibited from paying more than 
traditional fossil fuel costs. 

"Now, look, I love green energy, so I am not against it. It 
is a matter of priorities," the Stars and Stripes newspaper 
quoted U.S. Rep. Randy Forbes, R-Va., as telling Mabus 
during a hearing in February. "You are not the secretary of 
energy. You are the secretary of the Navy." 

Dynamic Fuels LLC, a joint venture between Tyson 
Foods Inc. and Syntroleum Corp., was awarded the contract to 
supply the Navy with the renewable fuel for RIMPAC. 
Solazyme Inc. helped Dynamic Fuels fulfill the contract with 
biofuel that is algae-based, although making up a small 
percentage of the biofuel. Dynamic Fuels' plant in Geismar, 

La., manufactured most of the fuel from used restaurant 
cooking oil. 

Mabus previously said the biofuel purchase "furthers 
President Obama's goal to achieve more energy security by 
finding ways to lessen our dependence on foreign oil and 
fossil fuels." 

He said Wednesday that the Navy still "has a lot of 
support in Congress" for the renewable energy push. 

"If you look at the reasons we're doing it, we're not doing 
it to be faddish, we're not doing it to be ‘green,' we're not 
doing it for any other reason except it takes care of a military 
vulnerability that we have," Mabus said during a news 
conference tied into the meeting Wednesday with Sailors. 

The Navy has to figure out a way to get "homegrown" 
fuel that is "stable in price, that is competitive with oil, that we 
can use to compete with oil," Mabus said. 

He added that the Navy has long been an innovator in 
powering its ships. 

"The Navy has done this throughout its history, went from 
sail to coal, we went from coal to oil, we pioneered nuclear, 
and once again, this is what the Navy does," he said. 

The longer-term goal is to deploy in 2016 a carrier strike 
group on a normal multi-month deployment using 50 percent 
biofuel for the surface ships and aircraft. Navy officials said 
they expect biofuels to be competitively priced with petroleum 
by then — with a jump-start in demand from the Navy. 

The Nimitz, with its clean-burning nuclear reactor, along 
with its air wing, is part of the several-day Great Green Fleet 
demonstration. The destroyers Chafee and Chung-Hoon, both 
based at Pearl Harbor, as well as the cruiser Princeton and 
oiler Henry J. Kaiser, also are taking part. 

The 900,000 gallons of the 50/50 biofuel and petroleum-
based marine diesel or aviation fuel blend is expected to be 
used over several days during RIMPAC. As the Nimitz 
operated about 115 miles northeast of Oahu on Wednesday, an 
Australian helicopter also gassed up with biofuel on the carrier 
in a show of support for the effort. 

Lt. Cmdr. Jason Fox was waiting to test the biofuel blend 
in his E-2C Hawkeye early-warning radar aircraft. 

"We're all excited about it, actually," he said. "We're 
looking forward to going out and showing that this can be 
done in an operational sense." 

He added that "everything that came out of testing says 
there's no difference." 

Return to Index 
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4. The Navy's Green Strike Group Sails On Biofuels Blend: Will It Sail Again? 
As the Pacific-based forces of Can-Do battle the Washington-based forces of Shouldn’t-Try, we look at the 6 
Big Myths of Military Biofuels 
(BIOFUELS DIGEST 19 JUL 12) ... Jim Lane 

In Hawaii, the U.S. Navy demonstrated its Green Strike 
Group as part of the 2012 Rim of the Pacific Exercise 
(RIMPAC), the world's largest international maritime warfare 
exercise that includes 40 surface ships, six submarines, more 
than 200 aircraft and 25,000 personnel from 22 different 
nations. 

On July 17th, military Sealift Command fleet 
replenishment oiler USNS Henry J. Kaiser (T-AO 187) 
delivered 700,000 gallons of hydro-treated renewable diesel 
fuel, or HRD76, to three ships of the strike group. Kaiser also 
delivered 200,000 gallons of hydro-treated renewable aviation 
fuel, or HRJ5, to Nimitz. The fuels were provided by 
Solazyme and Dynamic Fuels. 

Both fuels are a 50-50 blend of traditional petroleum-
based fuel and biofuel comprised of a mix of waste cooking 
oil and algae oil. deliver 900,000 gallons of a 50-50 blend of 
advanced biofuels and traditional petroleum-based fuel to the 
U.S. Navy aircraft carrier USS Nimitz (CVN 68) strike group. 
The fuel delivery is part of the Navy’s Great Green Fleet 
demonstration, which allows the Navy to test, evaluate and 
demonstrate the cross-platform utility and functionality of 
advanced biofuels in an operational setting. 

A note from Vice Admiral Philip Hart Cullom, Deputy 
Chief of Naval Operations for Fleet Readiness and 
Logistics 

“Energy is an integral part of warfighting. It has been 
since the Industrial Revolution, and that’s not about to change. 
If you are a Sailor, government civilian or a contractor on the 
Navy team reading this blog, I ask you to do your part by 
thinking Energy in everything you do. 

“This week, as part of the international Rim of the Pacific 
Exercise, the Navy embarks on the largest demonstration of 
military operations using renewable biofuel. In the modern age 
of warfare, energy is fundamental to our warfighting. We use 
it in our aircraft, ships, and expeditionary vehicles, and 
throughout our shore infrastructure. Unfortunately, this makes 
fuel both an indispensible enabler of our warfighting and a 
major potential liability. 

“When there are unpredictable spikes in the price of fuel, 
our Sailors and Marines are likely to fly less, steam less, and 
train less. This is not an insubstantial expense, and we cannot, 
and should not, trade readiness for fuel. 

“Advanced 2nd and 3rd generation alternative fuels, such 
as those we are experimenting with during RIMPAC, will 
allow us to continue to perform our mission in a manner that 
frees us from relying upon a diminishing resource. As with the 
development of any new technology or product, up-front 
research and development costs in alternative fuels are a 
necessary part of getting to a new way to power the Fleet. 
Technological advances and demand are beginning to drive 
economies of scale and production quantities that can drive 
down the costs of alternative fuels.” 

Vice Admiral Cullom also provided a video message, 
available here via YouTube. 

Industry Reaction 
Advanced Biofuels Association President Michael 

McAdams 

“This is a significant achievement for America’s domestic 
biofuels industry, and a proud moment for our nation as we’re 
seeing the results of American ingenuity and innovation in this 
home grown advanced biofuel that is successfully powering 
the world’s largest state of the art warships. What’s happening 
today in the waters of the Pacific is proof that America’s 
domestic biofuels industry is no longer assessing hypotheticals 
of ifs or when, instead, today, we are now asking, how much 
do you need? Moving from the beaker to the barrel, all in 
record time.” 

Mary Rosenthal, executive director of the Algal 
Biomass Organization 

“Today’s successful demonstration of the ‘Great Green 
Fleet’ at the Rim of the Pacific Exercise is the latest in a series 
of tests by the Navy and other major players that show that 
algae-based fuels can perform the same, or better, than 
petroleum fuels. 

“Fuels made from algae are made in the U.S.A, are 100-
percent compatible with existing infrastructure, and in the near 
future, will be price-competitive with petroleum. By 
developing domestic alternatives to petroleum, the U.S. algae 
industry is helping to reduce our reliance on imported oil, 
creating manufacturing jobs in rural communities, and 
strengthening our national security.” 

The 6 Big Myths of Military Biofuels 
Myths abound on military biofuels — some passed 

around by the usual suspects in an attempt to create fear, 
uncertainty and doubt, and thereby win crucial political points 
during an election season. 

As a Reuters report notes, “Congressional Republicans 
have denounced the military’s green energy push as another 
attempt by the Obama administration to promote alternative 
fuels even when they make little economic sense, as in the 
case of the government-funded solar panel maker Solyndra, 
which went bankrupt last year.” 

Others seem more to be the product of naïvete, often by 
members of the media who struggle to master the science and 
economics of energy under the pressure of journalistic 
deadlines. 

In this context we’d like to examine assertions made in a 
feature story on the Green Strike Group published this week in 
Wired’s online Danger Room, entitled “How the Navy’s 
Incompetence Sank the ‘Green Fleet.” 

Myth #1. Military Biofuels will cost an extra $1.8B per 
year. 

True or False? Is there “a little-noticed Defense 
Department report shows that the Navy could spend as much 
as an extra $1.8 billion per year if it buys all the biofuel it’s 
pledged to burn?” 

Well, false and false. Which is to say, congressional 
Republicans have been attempting to give the report more 
visibility than the Declaration of Independence. 

The report does mention a figure of $1.8 billion — absent 
the invocation of the Defense Production Act Title III, which 
would ensure that advanced biofuels are, in fact, cost-
competitive with fossil fuels. The Obama Administration, 
working with the Navy, simply followed the recommendations 
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of the 2011 report and invoked the DPA to ensure that 
switching to green fuels would not involve great expense to 
taxpayers. 

The report is here. (PDF) 
Myth #2. Advanced biofuels falling 98 percent short of 

Congressional targets. 
True or false? “In 2007, Congress set a goal of 

producing two billion gallons of advanced biofuels within five 
years. But today, firms can only generate around 40 million 
gallons of the stuff — 98 percent less than the original plan’s 
total.” 

False. Advanced biofuels, as defined in the Congressional 
goal, specifically include sugarcane ethanol and biodiesel, and 
more than 10 billion gallons “of the stuff” were produced 
around the world last year – vastly exceeding the 
Congressional target. 

How did Wired get its, er, wires crossed? By mixing up 
the definition of cellulosic biofuels with advanced biofuels. As 
it happens, none of the fuels used in yesterday’s exercise were 
cellulosic biofuels. 

Myth #3. There is no biofuels production in the U.S. 
capable of supporting military fuels – it’s fantasy fuel. 

True or false? “Currently, there’s not a single 
commercial-grade biorefinery operating in this country.” 

False and false. There are more than 180 biorefineries 
operating in the United States. More importantly, since what 
Wired is driving at is the manufacture of military fuels (rather 
than, say, ethanol), all of them are capable of making 
intermediates that can be upgraded to military-spec aviation 
fuel. 

Keep in mind, all biofuels made for military purposes 
today are manufactured in a two step-process — first, an 
intermediate is made, and then it is upgraded through 
processes such as UOP’s hydroprocessing technology. It’s the 
same with crude — you don’t pour crude oil into an aircraft or 
destroyer — after recovery, it is processed and upgraded at a 
refinery to meet a military spec. 

Also keep this in mind: In the 2012 demonstration the 
HEPA fuels were used, from a new renewable fuel spec 
developed and approved in the past two years, and which 
primarily utilizes fats, oils and greases to make renewable 
fuels. By the 2016 deployment of the Green Strike Group, the 
ATJ standard is expected to have been approved. What’s that? 
Instead of upgrading oils to military fuels, this is for the 
upgrade of alcohols into fuels. The military will have a vastly 
larger pool of suppliers and production capacity to tap into in 
2016. 

So, why all the fuss about invoking the DPA? The Navy 
is planning to use the DPA to ensure that it has a reliable, cost-
competitive supply of military fuels. DPA-invested production 
capacity will be, by contract, providing fuels at a cost-
competitive price and with a dedicated supply to the military. 
The U.S. Navy, like everyone else, is determined not to repeat 
the mistake of recent years and buying renewable fuels in the 
open market. 

In this way, it is returning to the same strategy it used in 
the conversion from coal to petroleum back in the early 1900s. 

The oil industry in Wyoming really got underway with 
the Teapot Dome complex, which was a Navy fuel production 
depot. Ultimately that complex was released to the public 
(initiating an energy brouhaha — the Teapot Dome scandal — 

that makes the upheaval over Solyndra look like chicken feed. 
President Harding’s Interior Secretary, Albert Fall, in fact 
went to jail as a result of the scandal, the first U.S. cabinet 
official ever to do so. 

The British Navy did much the same when converting 
from coal to oil. Concerned over supplies and costs, First Lord 
of the Admiralty Winston Churchill pushed through a plan to 
found the Anglo-Persian Oil Company to guarantee afordable, 
reliable sources of the new fuel. Today, that company is still 
around — it’s BP. 

Myth #4. Biofuels are heavily subsidized and are a 
showcase for government subsidy programs gone wrong. 

True or false? “In 1980, Congress began a major 
investment in the production of corn-based ethanol with a 45-
cents-per-gallon subsidy. Thirty years and $45 billion later, 
that program is widely considered to be a disaster; at least 40 
percent of the U.S. corn industry is now diverted into 
producing biofuel.” 

True and false. True, the Congress introduced a subsidy 
in 1980. The program has resulted in, according to the most 
recent study, a $1.09 per gallon reduction in the cost of 
gasoline by reducing U.S. petroleum demand, almost single-
handedly eliminated a farm support that was costing U.S. 
taxpayers even more than the ethanol subsidy; and the ethanol 
subsidy itself has been discontinued. 

On the 40 percent figure, Wired has mistaken corn 
shipments to ethanol plants for corn usage by ethanol plants. 
It’s true that 40 percent of corn is shipped to U.S. ethanol 
plants — but only one-third of the corn kernel, by weight, is 
used for ethanol. Another third, for example, is returned to the 
feed markets as a low-cost, high-protein animal feed. 

Imagine if you will, the family of eight at the Sunday 
dinner table. You are the first, say, to tuck into the mashed 
potatoes. You take your share of a two-pound tub, and then 
pass it to your right, and everyone takes their share. It is not 
true to say that you consumed 2 pounds of mashed potatoes. 

Myth #5. Biofuels technologies drive up food prices, 
excepting technologies that never seem to arrive. 

True or false? “If you use crop land, you increase the 
price of food. Using ‘new’ land would work — if you depend 
on a bunch of technologies which haven’t been 
commercialized yet, a bunch of things that don’t really exist in 
this world.” 

False and false. Food and crops are not the same things, 
just because food is made from crops. Lots of things go into 
making food — mostly, energy and marketing. In a $4 box of 
Corn Flakes, there is less than 10 cents worth of corn. I know 
— you’re about to tell me that I am referring to processed 
foods, as are used in developed countries — but what about 
staple foods such as those that are used in Africa. Well, let’s 
consider (sub-Saharan) Africa, and the traditional staple crop, 
cassava. Eat that raw, you die — without energy-intensive 
cooking, it forms a cyanide in your body. 

And, it’s false that “a bunch of technologies which 
haven’t been commercialized yet, a bunch of things that don’t 
really exist in this world” are required to make biofuels from 
‘new land.’ 

Take for instance, Dynamic Fuels’ 75 million gallon 
commercial-scale facility, which makes military fuel 
intermediates from animal waste — and which provided much 
of the fuel for this 2012 demonstration. 
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Myth #6. Former green tech supporters are now 
leading the charge against advanced biofuels. 

True or false. “One-time green tech supporters were now 
lashing out at the biofuel program. During the 2008 election, 
Sen. John McCain pushed his plan to 'in five years become oil 
independent,' modeled after the U.S. military’s project to build 
the atomic bomb.” 

A mile from true. Arizona Senator John McCain is the 
long-time, well-known, leading opponent of biofuels, in 
virtually all its forms, for more than a decade. The Senator is 
one of just 20 or so Senators who voted against the Bush 
Administration’s Renewable Fuel Standard legislation (The 
Energy Independence and Security Act), and has been a 
leading opponent of cleantech mandates in power and fuels, 
cleantech tax incentives, production tax credits, and loan 
guarantees. 

As Friend of the Earth pointed out in the last election 
cycle: 

“John McCain says he opposes funding wind and solar: 
“You should let the free-enterprise system take over,” McCain 
says [Grist, 10/1/07]. McCain no-shows for vote to extend 
renewable energy tax credit, measure fails by one-vote 
margin, McCain advisor later says he opposed measure [CQ, 
12/13/07]. McCain previously voted against tax credits 
encouraging renewable energy production [Senate Vote 42, 
3/14/06; Senate Vote 125, 5/21/01]. McCain votes against 

establishing national renewable energy standard to promote 
wind, solar and other alternatives [Senate Vote 141, 6/16/05; 
Senate Vote 50 3/14/02; Senate Vote 55 3/21/02; Senate Vote 
59 3/21/02].” 

Not that there’s anything wrong with the Senator taking a 
position against federal investment in developing new 
technologies and industries. It’s just plain wrong to style 
Sentator McCain as a green tech supporter in this context. 

Will the Green Strike Group — much less the Great 
Green Fleet — sail again? 

If the Navy has its way, yes. Will the Navy get its way? 
Much depends on the 2012 U.S. presidential election and, just 
as crucially on the U.S. congressional elections. 

One thing you can take to the bank. Should the Fleet sail 
again and when the Fleet sails again, it will not be at a massive 
cost to the taxpayer. That’s the purpose of the DPA Title III 
program, which should properly be seen in the context of way 
that the Navy’s transition from coal to oil was structured, not 
dissimilarly, in the early 20th century. 

A note on leadership from Gen. Colin Powell (Ret.) 
“In the military we are always looking for ways to 

leverage up our forces. Perpetual optimism, believing in 
yourself, believing in your purpose, believing you will prevail, 
and demonstrating passion and confidence is a force 
multiplier.” 
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5. #GreatGreenFleet: USS Chafee Takes On Biofuel 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 19 JUL 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Dustin W. Sisco, USS Nimitz Public Affairs 

PACIFIC OCEAN -- The guided-missile destroyer USS 
Chafee (DDG 90) took on 250,000 gallons of alternative fuel, 
a 50/50 blend of advanced biofuel and traditional petroleum-
based fuel, from the fleet replenishment oiler USNS Henry J. 
Kaiser (T-AO 187) as part of the Great Green Fleet 
demonstration during Rim of the Pacific (RIMPAC) 2012. 

The demonstration serves as another milestone in the 
Navy's pursuit to improve combat capability through 
improved energy efficiency measures. 

Lt. j.g. Karen Smith, Chafee's fuels officer, said the use of 
biofuels on Navy ships further enhances the overall readiness 
of the fleet. 

"Anything that takes away our need to use foreign fossil 
fuel is, I think, a step in the right direction," said Smith. "It 
gives the Navy a little bit more flexibility, and they know 
where it's coming from. Thinking about it economically, yes, 
it's a little bit pricier on the front end, but everything new is. I 
think that, as time goes on, that cost will drive down. The 
added benefit of having that operational capability is a plus, 
and now it's not left in foreign hands to decide what our fuel 
costs are." 

The installation of an energy dashboard marks one more 
step in Chafee's move towards energy efficiency. The energy 
dashboard uses the Integrated Condition Assessment System 
(ICAS) to collect data from shipboard equipment. 

"The energy dashboard has been a big help," Smith said. 
"It gives us instantaneous data of what we're doing, so we've 
been utilizing that tool to make sure that we're burning as little 
fuel as possible." 

The dashboard includes the Fuel Management System 
(FMS), which assists pre-underway planning by 
recommending efficient equipment lineups. Along with energy 
dashboard, a series of light emitting diodes (LED) have been 
installed on board Chafee to replace incandescent and 
fluorescent lighting fixtures to improve lamp lifespan and 
drive down maintenance and sparing costs, as well as a stern 
flap, which will increase propulsion exhaust emissions to 
foster fuel cost savings while increasing both ship speed and 
range. 

USS Chafee is one of the five ships included in the Great 
Green Fleet demonstration. 
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6. Green Navy Boasts Less Dependence On Foreign Oil 
The Navy hopes to cut its power use and foreign oil consumption in half by 2020. At Sacramento Navy Week, 
it showcased alternative energy products made by California companies. 
(KXJZ PUBLIC RADIO (SACRAMENTO) 19 JUL 12) ... Bob Moffitt 

At an event at the Capitol in Sacramento, the Navy and 
about a dozen California businesses and universities showed 
how much progress they're making. There were booths with 

algae oil used to make jet fuel and the latest in products that 
conserve energy. 

Karen Butterfield with SunPower says a solar project 
nearing completion at China Basin will provide 30 percent of 
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the base's power, "It employs SunPower's high-efficiency 
panels as well as a single-axis tracking system that follows the 
sun from east to west during the course of the day to maximize 
the amount of energy produced." 

Several independent groups were on hand to applaud the 
efforts. Lawson Stuart with the Truman National Security 
Project says one-in-six soldiers is killed by enemy attacks on 
U.S. fuel convoys, "Switching to biofuels, renewables, they've 
got this awesome little backpack solar panel that can recharge 
all the batteries -we're literally saving veterans lives." 

The problem most often cited for reluctance to use 
alternative energy is cost. People taking part in the "green 
Navy" event say making renewable affordable is still the "holy 
grail" of alternative energy. The Truman Project says there has 
been progress. Biofuel costs have dropped by 80 percent in the 
last few years. 

The California Energy Commission is funding several 
projects. It recently gave a biodiesel company nearly $2 
billion to build a 10-million-gallon-per-year production 
facility at the Ventura County Naval Base. 

Listen To Audio (RT: 1:32) 
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7. U.S. Navy Report: In Ship-Naming, Exceptions Are Norm 
(DEFENSE NEWS 19 JUL 12) ... Christopher P. Cavas 

President George Washington agreed in 1794 that the first 
six frigates of the U.S. Navy be named for principles or 
symbols found in the U.S. Constitution. Drawing from a list of 
suggestions, he chose the first five names, Constitution, 
United States, President, Congress and Constellation (referring 
to the stars representing states on the American flag). 

Funding for the sixth ship was delayed, and when it came 
time to select a name, Benjamin Stoddert, the first Navy 
secretary, chose Chesapeake — a distinct departure from the 
original group. To this day, no one knows why Stoddert made 
his choice. 

What is clear, however, is that with his first choice for a 
ship name, the secretary corrupted an established naming 
policy. 

“We all noticed that the first naming decision by Stoddert 
was to go completely away from the naming convention,” 
Navy Undersecretary Bob Work said. “To us, that said that 
making exceptions was what made this such a vibrant 
process.” 

The fact that exceptions are the norm is a recurrent theme 
throughout a new Navy report on the policies and practices of 
naming ships. Congress ordered the report (PDF) after several 
members — mostly Republicans — criticized several ship 
name choices made by Democratic Navy Secretary Ray 
Mabus. 

The Navy secretary, since 1819, has had the authority to 
select and name the Navy’s ships, although Congress 
frequently advises on and sometimes mandates those choices, 
a practice followed with the last three aircraft carriers, all 
named for recent Republican presidents. 

Mabus, since taking office in June 2009, has named 32 
ships, and has also had a hand in ship-class naming 
conventions — the practice of naming ships of a certain class 
or type after similar things, such as naval heroes, states or 
cities. Mabus established the naming conventions for three 
new ship types, changed another and “clarified” the policies 
for two more ship types. 

While many of the choices have been applauded, 
particularly those for Arleigh Burke-class destroyers, certain 
others have drawn criticisms. The Navy report does not shy 
away from those complaints, and specifically lists protests 
about the use the names of Medgar Evers, Cesar Chavez, John 
P. Murtha, Gabrielle Giffords and Lyndon B. Johnson to adorn 
Navy ships. 

In each of these cases, the report describes specific 
objections to the names and — not surprisingly — concludes 

that despite the complaints, Mabus’ choices in each case were 
right, proper and in accordance with prior practice. 

“I think Congress had some questions,” Work said. “Why 
the Murtha? Why the Gabby Giffords? Why the Cesar 
Chavez?” Is what’s happening now any deviation? 

“Our conclusion is that it’s right within the historical 
norms.” 

The choices are “altogether consistent with naming 
conventions of the past,” said Capt. Jerry Hendrix, the director 
of Naval History and Heritage Command and one of four 
historians who compiled the report. “We can show through the 
historical record that there are numerous examples of 
divergence from the norm of the time.” 

Work, who directed the effort, rejected claims that the 
current process has recently become politicized. 

“Politics is an integral part of the process, as indicated by 
the president and the Congress making their recommendations 
known,” he said, and the report presents numerous examples 
of such cases. 

Work and Hendrix said that, as far as they could tell, 
while ship-naming policies and practices were often issued in 
Navy instructions, this was the first time such a 
comprehensive document had been prepared on the topic. 

“This is the first time in 236 years that we know of that 
Congress has said, please tell us what’s going on,” Work said. 
“And we did. That’s why we took it seriously.” 

The report is filled with anecdotal stories and presents 
lengthy histories of the evolution of ship-naming practices. It 
also describes two schools of thought on the subject — those 
of “orthodox traditionalists” and “pragmatic traditionalists.” 

The orthodox traditionalists, the report said, believe that 
fixed naming conventions should be used, with little or no 
deviation. Submarines, for example, must always be named 
for fish. 

Pragmatic traditionalists, however, follow general 
conventions but also allow exceptions, and adapt schemes to 
fit with the times. So, submarines switched to cities for 
naming sources, while strategic missile submarines switched 
from famous Americans to states, and both undersea types 
also occasionally honored members of Congress or significant 
people. 

Mabus, the report said, is — along with the vast majority 
of former secretaries — a pragmatic traditionalist. 

“We did not expect this report to convince everyone who 
thinks the choice could have been better,” Work said. “This 
isn’t designed to change peoples’ minds on specific choices. 
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It’s designed to make the argument that the process we have 
right now is vibrant, it connects the Navy-Marine Corps team 

with the American people. It evolves over time.” 
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8. Future Of Navy Strategic Deterrents 
(NAVY LIVE BLOG 19 JUL 12) ... Rear Adm. Barry Bruner 

As Vice Adm. John Richardson, Commander Submarine 
Forces, discussed in his recent post “Primus in Pace,” July 20, 
2012 marks the 52nd anniversary of the first submarine-
launched Polaris nuclear missile. This event was celebrated 
with a simple naval message from the commanding officer of 
USS George Washington (SSBN 598) to President Dwight 
Eisenhower: 

“POLARIS – FROM OUT OF THE DEEP TO 
TARGET. PERFECT.” 

For over 50 years, and more than 4,000 strategic patrols, 
Submariners have quietly and reliably provided the most 
survivable leg of the strategic deterrent triad. At this very 
moment, our nation’s Submariners are submerged and 
undetected in our Ohio-class submarines, ready to respond to 
national tasking. 

Over 50% of deployed nuclear warheads today are carried 
on board Ohio-class submarines. When New Strategic Arms 
Reduction Treaty (START)limitations come into effect in 
2018, that figure will increase to over 70%. In contrast to this, 
the Ohio-class will begin retiring at a rate of one hull per year 
starting in 2027. To ensure that our nation’s survivable 
deterrent will continue to be carried by a platform that is 
survivable, reliable, credible, and persistent for the foreseeable 
future, the Navy has initiated a detailed design process 

necessary to support construction of Ohio replacement starting 
in 2021. 

The Ohio replacement SSBN will be a cost-effective 
recapitalization of our nation’s sea-based strategic deterrent. 
The Ohio replacement plan leverages 50+ years of SSBN 
design and operation combined with the cost controls of the 
Virginia-class SSN program to provide an assured response 
capability in a leaner, more cost effective manner. 

In addition to maximizing reuse of Ohio and Virginia 
components, it will also incorporate new technology and a life 
of ship reactor core that does not require refueling, to maintain 
the platform as a viable deterrent into the 2080s. Because of 
these design improvements, 12 Ohio replacement SSBNs are 
projected to provide the same at-sea presence as 14 Ohio 
SSBNs, effectively saving the Navy over $20 billion over the 
life of the class. 

An effective U.S. nuclear sea-based strategic deterrent 
promotes global security and is an enduring national security 
imperative. Failure to maintain a survivable, reliable, credible, 
and persistent strategic deterrent would invite costs too great 
to contemplate. The Ohio replacement SSBN will fill a role 
that is absolutely vital to our nation’s security, and will 
maintain the nation’s deterrent patrols into the 2080s. 

Rear Adm. Barry Bruner is director of the Navy’s 
Undersea Warfare Division. (N97) 
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9. 21st Century Sailors Getting New Tools To Build Careers 
(KITSAP (WA) SUN 19 JUL 12) ... Ed Friedrich 

BREMERTON — The Navy's top manpower official 
assured Sailors that their jobs and benefits are safe and that 
new tools are available to keep them sharp into the second 
decade of continuous fighting. 

The unpopular enlisted review board is history, said Juan 
Garcia III, assistant secretary of the Navy for manpower 
affairs. Record-high retention and low attrition left the Navy 
overmanned. A review was conducted in 2011 to rebalance the 
force's seniority, experience and skills. Nearly 3,000 petty 
officers were forced to quit. Others were shifted from crowded 
career fields to undermanned ones. 

"As painful as it was, it worked," said Garcia during an 
all-hands call Wednesday at the Naval Base Kitsap-Bremerton 
auditorium. "We're back in balance. The right Sailors are in 
the right place at the right time." 

Despite talks of budget cuts, the Navy will expand from 
287 ships today to 300 in 2019, said Garcia, a former Navy 
pilot and Texas state representative. Rumored changes to 
retirement, health care and pay won't apply to those in uniform 
today. They won't be forced to switch to a civilian-style 
401(k) retirement plan. 

"If you're on active duty, you're grandfathered in to the 
20-year retirement system you've always known," he said. 

They won't be forced to change health care plans. 

"If you're on active duty now, you will continue to receive 
health care the way you always have and it'll be paid for the 
way it always has," he said. 

There will be no pay cuts. 
Garcia, who spoke earlier Wednesday at Bangor, is on a 

five-month tour to introduce Sailors to the 21st Century Sailor 
and Marine initiative. It comprises five key areas — readiness, 
safety, physical fitness, inclusion and continuum of service. 

The initiative consolidates objectives and polices, new 
and existing, to maximize personal readiness, build resiliency 
and hone the most combat-effective force in history, the Navy 
says. 

Readiness includes reducing suicides and drug use, 
curbing alcohol abuse and preventing sexual assaults. 

Failing a drug urinalysis is a one-way ticket out of the 
Navy, Garcia said, but breath testing for alcohol is a tool 
leaders will use to recognize destructive trends and correct 
them. The Navy isn't interested in stopping the legal use of 
alcohol, but it wants to cut down on alcohol-related problems. 
Sailors may be tested randomly as they report to work, but not 
when they're on liberty. Breathalyzers will be fully 
implemented in December. 

Safety includes zero tolerance for drinking and driving. 
Physical fitness includes improving nutrition at dining 

facilities, ending subsidies on tobacco products at exchanges 
and helping Sailors quit smoking. 
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Inclusion includes capturing the nation's top talent 
regardless of race, religion, age, gender or national origin, and 
can be seen in the introduction of women on submarines and 
repealing the don't ask, don't tell policy on homosexuals. 

Continuum of service includes helping to prepare Sailors 
for separation or retirement, education benefits and career 
management training. 

"We have to have the best Sailors and give them the tools 
they need to excel," Garcia said. 
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10. Navy Week Arrives On The Prairie 
Outreach program aims to inform, enlighten, inspire 
(SIOUX FALLS (SD) ARGUS LEADER 19 JUL 12) ... Jill Callison 

Sioux Falls might be more than 1,000 miles away from 
the nearest ocean, but in the coming week the city will get a 
good look at the U.S. Navy. 

The community is among 15 cities selected this year to 
host Navy Week, and it’s the first time Sioux Falls ever has 
welcomed the event. The Navy uses the week of programs as 
outreach in an effort to show Americans the return they 
receive for their investment in that branch of the nation’s 
armed forces. 

The week’s official kickoff is today at Veterans Memorial 
Park in a program that will include Mayor Mike Huether and 
Rear Admiral Mark Guadagnini. The event starts at 11:30 a.m. 
at the park, at 1201 W. Bailey St. 

Other Navy Week events include appearances by the 
service’s Blue Angels flight demonstration team during the 
Sioux Falls Air Show on Saturday and Sunday, Navy Day at 
the Great Plains Zoo on Monday and a free Navy Band 
concert at the Veterans Administration Medical Center on 
Tuesday. The festivities wrap up July 28. 

This marks Guadagnini’s first trip to South Dakota, but 
the admiral does have a bit of a tie to the state despite that. 
While attending the U.S. Naval Academy in Annapolis, Md., 
more than 30 years ago, he almost daily would walk past a 
mural of the famed World War II battleship, USS South 
Dakota. 

The mural depicts “Battleship X” as the South Dakota 
came to be known, in action against the Japanese during the 
battle of Santa Cruz Islands. 

“South Dakota has a very important place in the Navy,” 
said Guadagnini, deputy commander for fleet management 
and chief of staff, U.S. Fleet Force Command. “The South 
Dakota and the crew acquitted themselves very well in that 
battle. For the Navy, that fighting spirit from South Dakota 
was very real and important.” 

Ted Kistler, 52, served in the Navy for 30 years, retiring 
as a master chief four years ago. As a member of the Tri-State 
Chiefs, he will participate in some of the Navy Week 
activities. 

“In the Midwest, we really don’t know much about the 
Navy,” said Kistler, who was born in Gettysburg and 
graduated from high school in Michigan, following the 
transfers of his Air Force father. “Over 30 years, I deployed 11 
times. That’s 17 years of sea duty.” 

The effect of a Navy Week in terms of generating interest 
in the service is seen in the long term, said MC2 Porter 
Anderson, spokesman for the local Navy recruiting office. 

“We might get a few people throughout the duration of 
Navy Week because of the activity we’re engaging in,” he 
said. “We’re having a lot of events with children. Statistics 
have shown if you show options you’re not normally aware of, 

in their normal channels, you may consider it farther down the 
road.” 

Every state has a naval operations support center; in 
South Dakota it is in Sioux Falls. Naval Station Great Lakes in 
North Chicago is the base closest to Sioux Falls, although it 
functions mostly as a training center, Anderson said. 

Sioux Falls was chosen this year as a location for Navy 
Week because it “is known as one of the country’s great small 
cities,” Guadagnini said. 

He has served in the Navy for 36 years, and his son also 
enlisted. 

“The allure for folks to join the Navy is the chance to go 
and see different places,” the rear admiral said. “The Navy 
also is a very technically oriented service, and all our jobs 
come with regular training. I’m a pilot by trade, and I fly 
fighters off aircraft carriers. I did that for 30 years.” 

He recalled the time he was told to land near the edge of 
an aircraft carrier’s flight deck, which can be nerve-wracking 
for a pilot. But the taxi director safely got him in place, using 
hand signals. 

Guadagnini later went to thank the taxi director. 
“It was a 20-year-old young lady who knew her business 

and had that kind of responsibility,” he said. 
This year’s Navy Week activities are playing out at a time 

when defense spending is facing $1.1 trillion in cuts during the 
next 10 years. Those who serve in uniform realize that as a 
democracy, American citizens will choose the right amount to 
spend on national defense, the admiral said. The Navy will 
adjust to whatever that amount is, Guadagnini added. 

While Guadagnini is in Sioux Falls, he will participate in 
a veterans memorial service at the Battleship South Dakota 
Memorial. He also will visit with Huether, educators, the 
business community, Rotary Club members and administrators 
and patients at the VA Hospital. 

As he puts it, he’ll talk with everyone from “babies to the 
mayor.” 

The air show Saturday and Sunday, Guadagnini said, is a 
can’t-miss event. 

“The Blue Angels are flying F-18s, and we have F-18s fly 
from the decks of aircraft carriers every day into Afghanistan 
from the North Arabian Sea, providing support to forces on 
the ground,” he said. “These are the same airplanes that go in 
combat, just painted differently.” 

Kistler, who was stationed on the East Coast for 23 years, 
has seen the Blue Angels in action, and he, too, calls it a 
highlight. 

For Kistler, this week will be a chance to remember the 
life he led for 30 years. He came from an Air Force family but 
is glad he joined the Navy. 

“I don’t regret it to this day,” Kistler says. 
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Navy Week Activities 
Monday: Navy Day at the Great Plains Zoo: Navy band, 

divers, simulators and parachute team, 10 a.m. to noon. 
Veterans appreciation ceremony at the USS South Dakota 
Battleship Memorial with a jump by the Navy parachute team 
and speeches by Lt. Gov. Matt Michels and Rear Admiral 
Mark Guadagnini. 

Tuesday: Free concert at VA Medical Center by the 
Navy band, noon to 1 p.m.; Navy divers and interactive Navy 
simulator at Terrace Park Aquatic Center, 5 to 6:30 p.m.; free 
Navy band concert, Terrace Park band shell, 6:30 to 8 p.m. 

Wednesday: Free Navy band lunchtime concert at River 
Greenway Amphitheatre, noon to 1 p.m.; Navy divers and 
interactive Navy simulator at Drake Springs Aquatic Center, 5 
to 6:30 p.m. 

Thursday: Navy divers at Spellerberg Pool, 1 to 2:30 
p.m.; Navy divers at Laurel Oaks Aquatic Center, 5 to 6:30 
p.m. 

July 27: Interactive simulators and Navy divers at Wild 
Water West, 1 to 3 p.m.; interactive simulators and divers at 
special Free Friday Washington Pavilion Kirby Science 
Center, 5 to 8 p.m. 
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CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
11. U.S. Navy EOD Unit Shares Training, Fosters International Partnerships. 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 19 JUL 12) ... Mass Communications Specialist 1st Class Ernesto Bonilla, RIMPAC Combined Information 
Bureau 

JOINT BASE PEARL HARBOR-HICKAM -- Explosive 
Ordnance Disposal Mobile Unit (EODMU) 11 Sailors are 
participating in joint training operations July 16-22 with 
Australian, Canadian, and Russian explosive ordnance 
disposal (EOD) units during exercise Rim of the Pacific 
(RIMPAC) 2012. 

Training activities for the EOD members during the 
month-long RIMPAC include shooting drills, fast roping, 
simulated underwater demolition, and improvised explosive 
device (IED) disposal. 

Lt. Eric Bond, an EODMU 11 battle watch captain, said 
the exercise was an excellent opportunity to strengthen ties 
with participating countries, and to share methods and 
training, and that RIMPAC is not as much about the exercise 
scenarios as it is about bringing together military members 
from other countries, and getting to know them. 

"If we go to, or run, operations in Australia or Canada, we 
know exactly what these guys can do," said Bond. "We know 
their capabilities and we can seamlessly integrate." 

During the first week, small familiarization operations 
were conducted "to assess each others capabilities and TTP's 
(tactics, training and procedures) to make sure we're all 
playing the same game," said Bond. 

While Sailors from EODMU 11 and participating nations 
share similar missions, there are some differences between the 
explosive ordnance disposal units and the types of missions 
each performs. These differences include equipment, 
techniques, logistics, and locations for IED and ordnance 
disposal. 

"Other units are a little more hands on than we are," said 
Bond. "We try to do everything as remotely as we possibly 
can, with the use of robots and pull lines. They have 
interesting ways of dealing with things remotely without the 
tools we use. It's a lot of fun to see." 

Explosive Ordnance Disposal Technician 2nd Class 
Stephan Blanz, a member of EODMU 11, said the tactical 
differences between the militaries were a catalyst for 
promoting knowledge sharing. 

"During a shooting evolution we ran drills with Canadian 
and Australian personnel demonstrating tactics such as 
barricaded shooting, how to scope around cover and how to 
take accurate shots while exposing as little of yourself as 
possible," said Blanz. 

In addition to knowledge sharing, Able Seaman Clearance 
Diver Kevin McEwan, assigned to Australian Navy Clearance 
Diving Team Four, said he formed lasting friendships with the 
other divers during the exercises. 

"When you work with other (foreign) operators you also 
become mates and you never know, some day you might be 
somewhere like Afghanistan and you'll have an idea of how 
they get things done," said McEwan. 

The world's largest international maritime exercise, 
RIMPAC provides a unique training opportunity that helps 
participants foster and sustain the cooperative relationships 
that are critical to ensuring the safety of sea lanes and security 
on the world's oceans. RIMPAC 2012 is the 23rd exercise in 
the series that began in 1971. 

Return to Index 
 

12. Russian Navy In First Ever RIMPAC Exercise 
(RIA NOVOSTI 19 JUL 12) 

VLADIVOSTOK -- Russian naval forces have taken part 
this week in the international RIMPAC naval exercise for the 
first time, successfully completing an anti-piracy exercise in 
the Pacific alongside U.S. forces, a Russian fleet spokesman 
said on Thursday. 

“The Russian Navy and U.S. Navy received orders to air-
land their combat groups on board their ships during the 
drills," Capt. 1st Rank Roman Martov said. "The exercises 
started when the U.S. commandos landed from the helicopter 
on the Russian Fotiy Krylov rescue ship. Russian marines then 

carried out a landing on the U.S. warship Port Royal. Both 
operations were successful,” he added. 

After the exchange helicopter landing, the Russian Navy 
carried out naval gunfire support firing at land targets, Martov 
said. 

Russia has three ships taking part in RIMPAC-2012, the 
destroyer Admiral Panteleyev, the tanker Boris Butoma and 
the salvage tug Fotiy Krylov. 
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The active phase of the exercise will run until August 2, 
involving 45 warships and support vessels from 22 countries, 
and also 100 combat aircraft and over 20,000 marines. 

The exercise includes dozens of combat missions and 
exercises, including humanitarian, search and rescue 
operations. RIMPAC-2012 will also practice evacuation of 

civilians in an amphibious landing operation, and also joint 
anti-submarine, anti-aircraft and anti-ship defense. 

The first RIMPAC exercises were held in 1971 and 
involved the navies of Australia Canada, New Zealand, the 
U.K. and United States. 
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13. VAQ-130 Lands Its First Growler Aboard Truman 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 19 JUL 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist Seaman Taylor DiMartino, USS Harry S. Truman Public 
Affairs 

USS HARRY S. TRUMAN, At sea -- Airborne Electronic 
Attack Squadron (VAQ) 130, the Zappers, landed its 
squadron's first operational EA-18G Growler on the aircraft 
carrier USS Harry S. Truman (CVN 75), July 18. 

The Growler, a variant of the F/A-18F Super Hornet, 
replaced the EA-6B Prowler as the primary electronic warfare 
strike aircraft for Carrier Air Wing (CVW) 3. 

Getting Growlers aboard Truman is a huge achievement 
for the squadron, said Cmdr. Jeff Chism, the Zappers' 
executive officer. 

"This is the first time our squadron has landed a Growler 
aboard a ship," said Chism. "Truman is only the second carrier 
on the East Coast with a VAQ squadron embarked, and we are 
thrilled to be here." 

Zappers' Commanding Officer Cmdr. Rich Vaccaro 
landed the Growler on Truman. 

"The Prowler is an older aircraft," said Lt. Nathan 
Gingery, a VAQ-130 pilot. "The Growler will extend the 
electronic attack mission into the distant future." 

The Growler has implemented and improved upon much 
of the old EA-6B equipment, said Gingery. 

"The advanced radar jammers, while similar to the 
Prowler's, have been integrated in a totally different way into 

the Super Hornet's frame allowing for new additions like a 
better communication system," said Gingery. "The new 
system allows data transfer and communication between 
various aircraft and ships in the air wing and carrier strike 
group." 

Pilots in VAQ-130 had no trouble adapting from the EA-
6Bs to the Growler's Super Hornet air frame, said Gingery. 

"We went from crews of four in the Prowlers to only 
needing two pilots in the Growlers," said Chism. "The pilots' 
transition from the EA-6B to the EA-18G's cockpit was almost 
seamless. It was streamlined by the Super Hornet's user-
friendly controls." 

Due to its Super Hornet air frame, the Growler allows for 
better integration with other squadrons embarked aboard 
Truman. 

"Maintenance of the Growler's frame is much easier as we 
can now share parts with other squadrons," said Chism. "We 
never saw this type of squadron integration with the old EA-
6Bs." 

VAQ-130 is scheduled to train aboard Truman throughout 
flight deck certifications and carrier qualifications. 
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14. PP12 Understands The Importance Of Proper Translation 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 19 JUL 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Kristopher Regan, Navy Public Affairs Support 
Element West 

VINH, Vietnam -- Dozens of Vietnamese translators, who 
come from a slew of different locations, are taking part in all 
aspects of the Pacific Partnership 2012 (PP12) mission while 
in Vietnam. 

Vietnamese is a rich language with numerous different 
dialects and accents, which makes for a complex environment 
for the personnel of 12 partner nations who arrived to Vinh, 
Vietnam, July 10, for the third mission port of PP12. 

Some of the translators are U.S. born and grew up 
speaking the language with their family, while others are 
Vietnamese natives. 

Namphuong Donavon, a University of San Diego pre-med 
student and volunteer translator for the PP12 mission, spoke of 
the many challenges that present themselves when trying to 
accurately translate each case. 

"A lot of the words I don't know or don't use on a daily 
basis, also the accent is different so I have to ask them to 
repeat themselves quite often," she said. "They often don't 
understand me, because I believe the way I speak it is more 
Americanized." 

Vietnam has proven to be different than the past mission 
ports when it comes to the language barrier. 

According to Lt. Cmdr. Curtis Gaball, a PP12 surgeon, 
"It's been different at each mission port. While in Indonesia 
and Philippines there was enough similarities between the 
languages, body language and medical terms that we were 
able to get by with less involvement with the translators, 
particularly with the doctor." 

"Here in Vietnam it's a different story, there is really no 
cross over with the language, the body language is different 
and they're not using the same medical terminology, so here in 
Vietnam we have been relying much more heavily on the 
translators." 

All those involved overcame the issue by using 
determination and thinking laterally. 

When referring the challenges with translating Donavon 
said, "When I can't come up with the exact word, then I work 
with the patient to describe it as much as possible." 

A team effort and cooperation between the doctors, 
American born translators and the Vietnamese born translators 
proved to be an effective solution to get the best results for the 
mission. 

"Also, the help from the translators who are from the area 
was a huge help, their English is not perfect, but they know all 
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of the vocabulary words we need to help the patients," said 
Donavon. 

In the final analysis, Lt. Cmdr. Gaball said patient care 
and safety was the underlying factor in pursing effective 
translations, 

"In the Directorate of Surgery we are very careful to 
provide safe surgery so we comb over the most important 

details to make sure there is not a communication error to 
avoid a serious complication," said Gaball. "The safety 
checks, the different skill levels of the translators and our 
ability to do a careful physical exam and appropriate work up 
that allows us to perform safe surgery out here." 
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15. A Moving Story 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 19 JUL 12) ... Maj. Cameron Jamieson, Pacific Partnership 2012 Public Affairs 

VINH, Vietnam -- Vietnamese children are being given 
back the gift of movement by Pacific Partnership 2012 
physicians using a new type of laser surgery to release the 
savage grasp of serious burns. 

Royal Australian Navy theatre nurse Lt. Christine Frost is 
a member of the multinational mission's surgical team based 
aboard the 1000-bed hospital ship USNS Mercy, which is 
currently stationed off the coast of Vinh in northern Vietnam. 

Recently she has assisted with a number of the burn 
surgeries held in the Mercy's operating theatres. 

"The sad thing is that a lot of the burns are on children," 
she said. "Mostly it seems to be hot water burns that the 
parents have not been able to have treated. The burns we are 
seeing are very severe and the scar tissue is old, so the 
contractions have been in place for a long time." 

By using laser technology the Pacific Partnership 
surgeons can release the stranglehold of the scar tissue, 

allowing the patient to once again flex and move joints that 
have been frozen or restricted in movement for years. 

"For one lady her toes were fused back towards the front 
of her leg," Frost said. "By releasing the toes the surgeons 
have given her the freedom to walk normally. Others have had 
their fingers fused and contracted into their hand. We've been 
able to release those too." 

Frost is from the ALTC Medical Training School in 
Bandiana, and while she has had extensive experience in 
military and civilian nursing work, her Pacific Partnership 
experience has allowed her to achieve a long-term ambition. 

"My goal has always been to do humanitarian aid work, 
and I'm very glad to have this opportunity," she said. "The best 
part of the work is seeing the difference we are making to 
people's lives. Even though the patients will still have scaring, 
just seeing people regain freedom of movement and live a 
fuller life is very rewarding." 
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16. USS Ohio Completes Major Maintenance Period, Rejoins Fleet 
(KITSAP (WA) SUN 19 JUL 12) 

BREMERTON — Puget Sound Naval Shipyard & 
Intermediate Maintenance Facility completed its most 
expansive major maintenance period July 11 with USS Ohio's 
certification for unrestricted operations, the shipyard 
announced Thursday. 

Major maintenance periods are part of a guided 
missile/special operation forces boat's normal operating cycle 
and occur after the submarine has been forward deployed for a 
year. Ohio's fourth major maintenance period since being 

converted from a ballistic missile submarine took 110 calendar 
days, 65 in dry dock. 

Contractor work included upgrades to the navigation, 
communication, radar and sonar systems. The shipyard 
worked on the diver air system, superstructure, depth-control 
tanks, air conditioning units, fairwater planes, and seawater 
and ventilation valves. 

On Monday, a submarine left Bremerton, accompanied by 
a couple of Coast Guard cutters. The Navy declined to identify 
it, saying it doesn't discuss specific submarine operations. 

Return to Index 
 

17. USS Nicholas Returns To Norfolk 
Crew seizes thousands of pounds of drugs 
(WAVY NBC NORFOLK 19 JUL 12) ... Art Kohn 

NORFOLK, Va. -- Navy families welcomed USS 
Nicholas back to Norfolk Thursday morning. 

The guided-missile frigate has been deployed for six 
months in the Caribbean Sea and Eastern Pacific Ocean. In 
support of Operation Martillo, the crew's mission was to stop 
people suspected of smuggling drugs into Central America 
and eventually to the United States. 

On Tuesday, the Nicholas and the Coast Guard offloaded 
more than 7,500 pounds of cocaine in Jacksonville, Florida. 
The Navy says that will keep about 7.2 million doses of 
cocaine off the streets in the U.S. They also offloaded about 
240 pounds of marijuana. 

WAVY.com was at Naval Station Norfolk when the 
Nicholas deployed in January. Commanding Officer CDR 

Steve Fuller said then he was proud of the crew and the 
mission they were about to take part in. 

"We're doing important work," said Fuller in January. 
"You know, we're helping out the policemen in many respects 
by keeping the drugs off the street before they even get to the 
streets." 

The Nicholas' crew seized a total of 16,000 pounds of 
cocaine and 500 pounds of marijuana during the deployment. 
The Navy says that amount of drugs is worth more than $515 
million. 

The Navy says the crew also captured 14 suspected drug 
smugglers. 

View Gallery (28 Photos) 
View Clip (RT: 2:02) 
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18. Frigate Elrod Returning To Norfolk Friday 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 20 JUL 12) ... Cindy Clayton 

NORFOLK -- The guided-missile frigate Elrod is 
scheduled to return to Norfolk Naval Station on Friday. 

The ship has been deployed for six months to U.S. 
Southern Command where the crew participated in operations 
to combat organized crime and drug trafficking along the coast 
of Central America, a Navy news release says. 

The crew conducted seven successful interdictions, 
capturing 13 people suspected of drug trafficking and seizing 
more than 10,000 pounds of cocaine and 5,000 pounds of 

marijuana with a street value of more than $850 million, the 
release says. 

Operations conducted with Panama, Colombia and Costa 
Rica also led to the arrest of 12 people and the seizure of 
1,500 additional pounds of cocaine. 

The crew also rescued four people who were clinging to 
the bow of a sinking boat and participated in relief efforts and 
community projects in Honduras. 
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19. U.S. Navy Helicopter With 5 Crew Crashes In Oman 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 19 JUL 12) ... Adam Schreck 

DUBAI, United Arab Emirates — A U.S. Navy helicopter 
crashed Thursday in the Gulf nation of Oman with five crew 
members aboard, according to the U.S. military. 

Lt. Greg Raelson, a spokesman for the Navy's Bahrain-
based 5th Fleet, gave no immediate word on the fate of the 
crew. But an Omani air force official said three of them have 
been found so far and are being treated in a hospital. 

The Omani official was not authorized to release the 
information and spoke on condition of anonymity. 

No hostile activity was suspected. 
Raelson said an investigation is under way into crash of 

the MH-53E Sea Dragon. He said the helicopter was involved 
in heavy lift operations when it crashed on land some 58 miles 
(93 kilometers) southwest of the capital Muscat. 

A similar helicopter from the same squadron was on the 
scene carrying out search and rescue operations. 

The downed chopper is assigned to Helicopter Mine 
Countermeasure Squadron 15, which is based in Norfolk, Va. 
The duty officer at the squadron base in Virginia said he didn't 
have any further details to report. 

The three-engine MH-53E is able to operate from aircraft 
carriers and other warships, and is mainly used for 
minesweeping operations. 

Oman lies on the southeastern corner of the Arabian 
Peninsula. Along with Iran, it controls access to the Strait of 
Hormuz, a narrow waterway at the mouth of the Gulf that is 
the route for a fifth of the world's oil supply. 

The sultanate maintains close diplomatic ties with both 
Washington and Tehran. 
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GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
20. Navy Goes Green With New U.S. Biofuel Deal 
(THE AUSTRALIAN 20 JUL 12) ... Brendan Nicholson 

The Royal Australian Navy has taken a major step 
towards "greening" its warships and aircraft with a new 
agreement that will give it access to technology being 
developed in the U.S. to enable the massive American fleets to 
run on biofuels by 2020. 

The U.S. has set the target to ensure it can continue to use 
its armed forces globally as future fuel shortages start to bite 
and to reduce the military's environmental footprint. 

Australian forces have acknowledged they will have to 
adapt quickly to use the same fuels as the U.S. military so they 
can continue to work with the Americans on joint operations. 

A joint approach on fuels will also be vital as plans 
progress for increased visits to Australian bases by U.S. 
warships and aircraft. 

The co-operation agreement was signed yesterday aboard 
the aircraft carrier USS Nimitz, off Hawaii, by the RAN's fleet 
commander, Rear Admiral Tim Barrett, who is responsible for 
all navy surface ships, submarines and aircraft. The rear 
admiral is both a sailor and a pilot. 

Rear Admiral Barrett told The Australian he would be 
happy to run his warships and aircraft on alternative fuels as 
long as they were as fast, safe and manoeuvrable as they 

would be on fossil fuel, and he was confident that that would 
happen. 

"If a ship can handle as I need it to, if it can go fast 
enough, if it can be at sea for the time I need it to be at sea, if 
it can still deliver the effect that I'm after - then the type of 
fuel it's burning is not an issue for me," he said. 

Rear Admiral Barrett said technological advances would 
flow from the navy and the Australian Defence Force 
generally to industry in Australia and the U.S., and Australian 
forces could benefit from advances made, for example, in 
Australia's aviation industry. 

"That is a critical part. It may well be that the aviation 
industry allows us to share information on how they do it. Or 
they might benefit from the way we do things and the 
productive exchange of views we have with the U.S.," he said. 

"The U.S. is doing it for all the same reasons that Qantas 
is doing it." 

Rear Admiral Barrett flew out to the U.S. carrier on an 
Australian navy helicopter, which was refuelled aboard the 
vessel with a biofuel blend. 

The aircraft was checked out and certified to use the green 
fuel. 
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"You are basically confirming that it burns and that it 
does no harm to the engine," he said. 

The U.S. wants its forces to be using at least a 50-50 
blended biofuel by 2020. 

Rear Admiral Barrett said the agreement was about being 
responsible into the future and being able to secure other, 
sustainable forms of fuel. 

"But the other big one for us is that if the U.S. is going to 
do it and if its fleet will operate with mixes of fuel, then we 
are going to need to be able to do the same thing." 

The U.S. and Australian navies already worked closely 
together, he said. "We take fuel from them when we are 
operating at sea with their fleet and they take fuel from us. 

"We have to be able to do this into the future." 
Australia was in at the start of the process, he said. "If we 

can adjust and ensure that we are with them, then we won't be 
behind the development of new technologies, new engines or 
whatever it will take. 

"We're about research, learning what's being done." 
Ideally, Australia could be in the same position on 

biofuels as the U.S. in 2020, he said. 
"We are here to learn what we need to do to remain inter-

operable with them. We'd be mad not to be involved." 
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21. Australian Defence Capability Plan Covers 4-Year Frame 
(DEFENSE NEWS 19 JUL 12) ... Nigel Pittaway 

SYDNEY — The new Australian Defence Capability 
Plan (DCP) announced in early July was developed following 
consultation with Australian defense industry and has been 
aligned with the four-year forward estimates period in the 
budget. That means it now includes only projects that will 
achieve either first or second pass approval within the four-
year period. 

The new DCP reflects strategic and defense requirements 
outlined by the 2009 defense white paper and provides 
guidance to industry regarding capability development 
priorities, including project cost, schedule and local content. 

The latest version replaces an earlier one publicly released 
in 2009 and updated in 2010 and again in 2011. The document 
will list 111 projects, with a value across the life of the 

projects of more than 153 billion Australian dollars ($157.9 
billion). 

For the first time, a Defence Capability Guide has been 
developed to complement the DCP. It is intended to provide 
guidance to industry on projects for six years beyond the four 
years covered by the DCP. 

“We think this will give industry a much better guide as 
to government intentions; linking the Defence Capability Plan 
directly to the four-year budget forward estimates period gives 
more certainty to industry,” said Australian Defence Minister 
Stephen Smith, when announcing the plan in Darwin with 
Jason Clare, minister for defense materiel,. “At the same time, 
the six-year Defence Capability Guide will give industry some 
indication as to what might be included in the DCP in 
following years.” 
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22. Israel Is Forced To Rethink Its Regional Strategies 
(NEW YORK TIMES 20 JUL 12) ... Jodi Rudoren 

JERUSALEM — Standing on the Golan Heights, close 
enough to the Syrian border to hear what he called “the dull 
boom of shells” fired on the other side, Israel’s defense 
minister, Ehud Barak, observed on Thursday that President 
Bashar al-Assad’s grip on power was slipping away. 

“The disintegration is not abstract; it is real,” Mr. Barak 
said after a tour and debriefing with the local commander. “It 
is getting closer.” 

The devolution in Syria, while welcome, presents a series 
of intensifying problems for Israel, its neighbor to the south. 
Israel’s leaders are growing concerned about Syria’s 
stockpiles of chemical weapons falling into the hands of rogue 
groups equally opposed to Israel; about the prospect of throngs 
of refugees appearing at the border; and about the Golan itself 
“turning into a lawless area where terror elements might also 
operate,” as Mr. Barak put it. There is concern that the 
collapse of the Syrian government could lead to a civil war in 
Lebanon. 

Beyond that, the escalation in Syria, with the killing of 
several members of Mr. Assad’s inner circle, coming hours 
before a suicide attack on an Israeli tour bus in Bulgaria, only 
underscored how the Arab uprisings over the past 18 months 
have upended Israel’s strategic assessments about a 
neighborhood that it has traditionally viewed as hostile but 
stable. 

No longer preoccupied with the Palestinians, Israel has 
now been confronted with a series of complex calculations. 
Should it strike Syria’s chemical weapons storehouses, as it 
did a Syrian nuclear reactor in 2007, or would that strengthen 
Mr. Assad’s hand by uniting the Arabs? Should it act alone 
against the Iranian nuclear program it sees as an existential 
threat, or let the United States plow ahead with diplomacy and 
sanctions? Should it act more aggressively against the military 
group Hezbollah in Lebanon? How should it navigate the 
shifting landscape in Egypt, where the new president hails 
from the Muslim Brotherhood? 

“What you have in Syria is that the Middle East is coming 
apart; a new form of chaos is replacing what has existed,” said 
Dore Gold, a longtime diplomat who now runs the Jerusalem 
Center for Public Affairs. “The fundamentals you’re working 
with in the region are changing; you can’t just go back to the 
old discussions you might have had. 

“Chaos is never an opportunity,” Mr. Gold added. 
At the moment, the issue that looms largest may well be 

Syria’s arsenal of chemical and biological weapons. Over 40 
years, Syria has amassed a stockpile, United States officials 
contend, of mustard gas, sarin and cyanide. In recent days, 
American and Israeli intelligence officials have said that Mr. 
Assad has been moving some of these weapons out of storage, 
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apparently to keep them from falling into the hands of the 
rebels. 

That has elevated concerns here that the weapons could 
fall into the hands of Israel’s enemies, including Islamist 
radicals who have taken up arms in the fight against Mr. 
Assad, or Hezbollah, which is increasingly worried over the 
potential fall of its patron. 

“Israel will not sit idle,” said Danny Yatom, a former 
chief of the Mossad intelligence agency. “If we will have 
information that chemical agents or biological agents are 
about to fall into the hands of the Hezbollah, we will not spare 
any effort to stop it.” 

But Shlomo Brom, a senior research fellow at the Institute 
for National Security Studies at Tel Aviv University, said that 
while the prospect of chemical weapons in the hands of 
terrorist groups is frightening, the threat may not be as dire as 
it seems. In order for the weapons to be used, Mr. Brom said, 
two substances must be combined in a certain way, and they 
must be deployed via aircraft. 

“In many cases, the weapons are not really usable,” Mr. 
Brom said. “You need knowledge, you need systems, to use 
it.” 

Mr. Assad’s Syria has remained a steadfast enemy of 
Israel. The two countries have no formal relations and are 
technically at war. Mr. Assad has been a provocateur whose 
support for Iran and Hezbollah is seen by Jerusalem as 
pernicious. But he is, as many said in interviews on Thursday, 
well known, part of the old Middle East that began to unravel 
last year with the fall of President Hosni Mubarak of Egypt. 
With Mr. Mubarak’s ouster, Israel has had to contend with 
rising lawlessness in Sinai and concerns over the fate of the 
two nations’ peace treaty. 

There is no telling what the ramifications would be if Mr. 
Assad fell. 

“Bashar kept the border quiet, and now it can be like in 
the case of Sinai, with chaos and terror,” said Eyal Zisser, 
chairman of the Middle East and African history department at 
Tel Aviv University. “Most Israelis do not care about the 
grievances and the aspirations of their neighbors, democracy, 
justice, prosperity. They care about their own security. That’s 
the way of the average Israeli, and as a result, his 
government.” 

The Golan, a strategic plateau of about 450 square miles, 
is home to about 39,000 Israelis, and Mr. Barak warned on 
Thursday that the longer fighting continued in Syria, “the risk 
grows that the bloody residue left over between the sides” 
could turn it “into a lawless area where terrorists might 
operate.” 

Still, several leading government officials and analysts 
here said Israel hardly seemed on a war footing, using the 
same words to describe its posture: “watching from the 
outside.” While the threat of a chaotic Syria — or, for that 
matter, a nuclear Iran or a desperate Hezbollah with dangerous 
weaponry — may seem most acute here, they said, Israel 
continues to count on international intervention. 

“It’s not only an Israeli issue: if Qaeda or radical 
members will take control of nonconventional weapons, it 
might appear anywhere on the globe,” said Ilan Mizrahi, a 
former head of Israel’s National Security Council, and deputy 
chief of Mossad. “I do not think that we have to be the whip of 
God.” 

The Bulgaria bombing only complicates the Syria 
question. “The Iranians would love to see Israel retaliate 
against Hezbollah in a limited way,” said Yoram Schweitzer, a 
senior research fellow at the Institute for National Security 
Studies. “It can create belligerent acts that could help Syria. 
The Iranians are very keen on helping Assad as his situation is 
getting worse and worse.” 
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23. Escalation Feared In Israel-Iran Struggle 
Blast in Bulgaria could signal lethal new phase in 'shadow war' 
(WASHINGTON POST 20 JUL 12) ... Joby Warrick 

The suicide bombing of a Bulgarian bus packed with 
Israeli tourists has stoked fears of a deadly new phase in the 
long-running “shadow war” between Iran and Israel, with 
ordinary civilians now apparently replacing diplomats as 
primary targets. 

U.S. and Israeli officials on Thursday pointed to 
similarities between the Bulgarian attack and three recently 
foiled plots also aimed at civilians, including a nearly identical 
plan to kill vacationing Israelis in Cyprus. While the identity 
of the bomber in Wednesday’s attack remained unclear, the 
earlier attempts have been tied to Iran or Hezbollah, the 
Lebanon-based militia movement closely aligned with the 
Islamic republic. 

Even before the blast in Bulgaria, intelligence officials 
were seeing signs of a dangerous escalation in what had until 
recently been a campaign of covert, tit-for-tat strikes targeting 
diplomats and — inside Iran — nuclear scientists. 

Earlier this month, Kenyan authorities arrested two 
Iranian men in connection with a plot to bomb several 
Western and Israeli businesses in that East African country. 
The suspects, identified by Kenya as members of an elite 
Iranian military unit, had brought with them more than 220 

pounds of RDX, a powerful military explosive strong enough 
to destroy a large hotel. 

As far back as January, the Israeli government has 
sounded warnings about a growing terrorist threat in Bulgaria, 
a country whose Black Sea beaches have become a popular 
destination for thousands of Israelis each year. 

After Wednesday’s attack, Israeli officials were quick to 
blame Iran, but Israel did not release evidence linking Iran or 
Hezbollah to the incident. U.S. intelligence officials said they 
have not seen proof, though they did not dispute the link. 

A series of Iran-linked plots in the fall and winter had 
mostly targeted diplomats and embassies. Iranian nationals 
and Hezbollah operatives had been implicated in attempted 
assassinations of Israeli, U.S. and Saudi figures in five 
countries. In one incident, Iranian operatives allegedly sought 
to hire Mexican gang members in a foiled plan to kill Saudi 
Arabia’s ambassador to Washington. 

The attacks paused for several months during the spring, a 
lull that coincided with preparations for nuclear talks between 
Iran and the United States and five other world powers. But as 
the negotiations faltered in June, new plots surfaced, this time 
with civilians as primary targets. 



 22

In a plot eerily similar to Wednesday’s attack, authorities 
in Cyprus announced July 7 that they had detained a Lebanese 
man who confessed to entering the country to plan attacks on 
planes and buses used by Israeli tour groups. 

The 24-year-old Lebanese man arrested by Cypriot police 
had traveled to the country on a Swedish passport, and he 
acknowledged under questioning that he was affiliated with 
Hezbollah, according to Israeli officials and Cypriot police 
reports. A search of his hotel room turned up documents 
detailing plans to blow up either a plane or tour bus. The 
material also revealed that the man had been collecting 
information about flight schedules of charter planes from 
Israel, as well as the routes of tour buses. 

Matthew Levitt, a counterterrorism expert who is writing 
a book on Hezbollah-sponsored terrorism, said the new plots 
pointed to a tactical shift by Iran that suggested both a 
deliberate escalation and an acknowledgment of the difficulty 
of going after embassies and other heavily guarded 
installations. 

“They’re going after softer targets,” said Levitt, a 
researcher with the Washington Institute for Near East Policy, 
a think tank. 

The new plots “fit within the pattern of the shadow war” 
that pits Iran and its proxies against the West, he said. “But 
what is shocking is the fact that, while the modus operandi is 
the same, this time they succeeded.” 

U.S. officials cautioned that there was, as yet, no firm 
evidence linking Iran or its allies to Wednesday’s attack in the 
Black Sea port of Burgas. In the latest incident, a suicide 
bomber, disguised as a tourist and carrying a fake Michigan 
driver’s license, managed to blend in with an Israeli tour group 
at the city’s airport before detonating his explosives, killing 
five Israelis as well as their Bulgarian bus driver and himself. 

A succession of Israeli government officials blamed Iran 
and Hezbollah for the attack, citing unspecified intelligence. 
One of the country’s top former defense officials went further, 
directly linking the suicide bombing to the broader covert war 

with Iran. A spate of car bombings since 2010 killed four 
senior Iranian nuclear scientists and, in a separate phase of the 
covert battle, sophisticated cyberattacks have slowed Iran’s 
nuclear program. 

“We are in a battle against Iran,” former Israeli national 
security adviser Uzi Arad said in an interview broadcast on 
Israel’s Army Radio. “We are an active side. We are not 
passive ... Any person with eyes in their head understands that 
this is what is behind us and ahead of us.” 

Iran denied having any role in the Bulgarian attack, and 
its official media dismissed Israeli accusations as “ridiculous.” 

Both Iran and Hezbollah have publicly blamed Israel and 
the United States for the assassinations of nuclear scientists 
and the assassination of the militia’s former security director, 
Imad Fayez Mughniyeh, who was blown apart in Syria in 
2008 by a car bomb detonated by remote control. 

Iran has also accused U.S. and Israeli operatives of 
launching sophisticated cyber attacks in recent years aimed at 
disrupting its nuclear program. The main attack involved a 
computer virus called Stuxnet, which crippled Iran’s main 
uranium enrichment plant. 

While refusing to elaborate on specific programs or 
incidents, both Israel and the United States have 
acknowledged using an array of covert means to slow Iran’s 
nuclear program. Both countries and other Western nations 
believe the effort is aimed at providing Iran’s leaders with a 
nuclear-weapons capability. Iran contends that it seeks nuclear 
power only for peaceful, civilian applications. 

The Obama administration said Thursday that it would 
continue to use of a variety of measures to persuade Iran to 
curb its nuclear ambitions. It also vowed to punish whoever 
was responsible for the deaths of Israelis in Bulgaria. 

“We will work with and provide assistance to both Israel 
and Bulgaria in the effort to find out who was responsible for 
the attack in Bulgaria,” White House spokesman Jay Carney 
said, “and to hold accountable the responsible party or 
parties.” 
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24. At Celebration For Britain's First F-35, Pentagon Official Warns Of Budget Cuts 
(FORT WORTH STAR-TELEGRAM 20 JUL 12) ... Bob Cox 

Pentagon officials will not be able to protect the F-35 
program if Congress doesn't roll back huge automatic budget 
cuts mandated to take effect in January, the Defense 
Department's chief weapons buyer said Thursday in Fort 
Worth. 

Production and testing of the oft-delayed joint strike 
fighter would both have to be cut back, said Frank Kendall, 
undersecretary of defense for acquisition, unless Congress 
comes up with a plan to stave off sequestration -- mandated 
across-the-board spending cuts. 

"Nothing is protected in sequestration. Sequestration falls 
on every budget account," Kendall said in an interview at 
Lockheed Martin's Fort Worth plant after the United 
Kingdom's first F-35 test plane was delivered. 

As dozens of officials from Lockheed, the U.S. and the 
British governments celebrated an important milestone, there 
was no gloom in the room. 

Lockheed CEO Bob Stevens called the delivery of the 
U.K.'s first F-35 Lightning II "a shining moment of 
achievement." Larry Lawson, recently promoted to executive 

vice president of Lockheed's Fort Worth-based aeronautics 
division, said the F-35 development journey is "not finished ... 
but we take a few minutes to acknowledge our progress." 

Philip Hammond, the British secretary of state for 
defense, said the U.K. remains "fully committed to the JSF 
program" despite delays and rising cost estimates. "The 
Lightning II will provide us with a flexible capability that will 
outperform anything we've been able to put in the field 
before." 

Hammond, who was presented a model F-35 on 
Wednesday by U.S. Defense Secretary Leon Panetta, said he 
was eager to receive the real thing. "I felt a bit shortchanged 
for the cost," Hammond said jokingly, referring to Britain's $2 
billion-plus investment in the program. 

But the specter of sequestration looms over the F-35 
program. Already years behind its overly ambitious original 
schedule and with costs estimated to be 70 percent higher than 
estimated at its 2001 launch, the F-35 has come under intense 
scrutiny and criticism. 
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Cuts of 8 to 12 percent would have to be made from the 
research and development and the production budgets. The 
cuts' effects would not be felt immediately, but Kendall said 
they would result in further delays in testing, slower 
production rates and still higher long-term costs. 

"We have no latitude to make policy decisions and make 
cuts in a way that minimizes the damage," Kendall said. 

The F-35 development effort, Kendall said, is on sounder 
footing now than at any other time in its 10-year history. 

After scaling back planned purchases in each of the last 
three years, Kendall said he thinks that the development effort 
is on a sound pace. 

"I was talking to one of the test pilots today. He's pretty 
confident of where the airplane is. There's still some risk 
elements," he said. "The reason we slowed down production is 
to get through more of the testing and to have more confidence 

before we ramp up [production]. I'm anxious to ramp up. I'd 
like to do it as quickly as we can. It's what's going to bring the 
cost down." 

A recent Government Accountability Office report 
warned that the pace of engineering changes was still too high, 
raising the likelihood of additional delays and cost increases. 

But Kendall said the changes that flight and ground 
testing have identified "are for the most part relatively minor." 

"It's the risk of major problems that keep you up at night," 
he said. "I don't see the potential for that right now, but we 
still have a long ways to go." 

After the ceremony, the U.K. delegation was ferried to the 
flight line to see its plane, an F-35B model that does short 
takeoffs and vertical landings, take off on a routine test flight. 
The aircraft will soon be ferried to Eglin Air Force Base, Fla., 
where it will be used in training pilots. 
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25. UK Defense Chief To NATO: Pull Your Weight In Europe While U.S. Handles China 
(AOL DEFENSE 19 JUL 12) ... Otto Kreisher 

WASHINGTON: Great Britain's new defense minister 
delivered a surprising rebuff to his fellow European defense 
leaders: Stop complaining about being abandoned as the U.S. 
shifts its focus to the Asia-Pacific region and prepare to "do 
much more of the heavy lifting" on security in your own 
backyard. 

Secretary of State for Defense Phillip Hammond issued 
that challenge to the other members of the NATO alliance in a 
speech Wednesday at the Willard Hotel. After describing the 
steps the new British government is doing to reform its armed 
forces in response to a deep financial crisis, Hammond 
stressed the importance of the new "smart defense" concept 
supposedly embraced by the allies at their recent summit in 
Chicago. 

That policy will require more cooperation and 
collaboration in defense policies, particularly in weapons 
procurement to avoid unaffordable duplication, he said. 
Despite the deep and outright "painful" cuts in its armed 
forces, Hammond insisted the UK military will remain a 
strong, agile force and a capable partner to the U.S. (One key 
and costly part of that capability: The UK's continued 
commitment to the F-35 Joint Strike Fighter, with Hammond 
formally taking delivery of the first F-35 today). 

But in addition to calling on the other alliance members to 
join in the smart defense effort, Hammond defended the new 
America strategy that calls for a refocusing of its military from 
Europe and the Middle East to the Asia-Pacific. And -- unlike 
U.S. defense officials, who tend to skirt around the reality of 
the issue -- the British defense leader acknowledged explicitly 
that the shift was a response to the increasing military strength 
and aggressiveness of China. 

Part of the future security environment, Hammond said, is 
recognition that "the rising strategic importance of the Asia-

Pacific region requires all countries, but particularly the 
United States, to reflect in their strategic posture the 
emergence of China as a global power." 

"Far from being concerned about the tilt to Asia-Pacific, 
the European NATO powers should welcome the fact that the 
U.S. is willing to engage in this new strategic challenge on 
behalf of the alliance," he said. 

This was an obvious reaction to the chorus of complaints 
from the major European allies about the reduction in U.S. 
forces and national security focus associated with the new 
strategic guidance President Barack Obama announced early 
this year. 

Instead of worrying about the cutbacks to U.S. military 
power in the region, which many NATO countries apparently 
had been counting on to offset their own deep defense 
reductions, Hammond said the allies must recognize that "as a 
result, European nations, including the UK, will need to do 
much more of the heavy lifting in the security of their own 
region," including both Europe itself and the Middle East, 
Northern Africa, and the Horn of Africa, which he called "the 
near abroad." 

"This is not the end of Atlanticism, but the beginning of a 
new, more balanced relationship in the alliance," Hammond 
said. 

While the U.S.-UK ties will always be Britain's priority, 
Hammond said, "to support your rebalancing [to Asia], we 
will seek to work more closely with our neighbors in Europe, 
particularly France and Germany, to enhance capabilities in 
our own region." 

The new strategic balance, he said, means "Europe doing 
more in its own backyard as the U.S. tilts to Asia-Pacific." 
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26. HMCS Victoria Fires A Torpedo – An Event 10 Years in the Making 
(OTTAWA CITIZEN (CANADA) 19 JUL 12) ... David Pugliese 

HMCS Victoria has fired its first actual torpedo during 
RIMPAC 2012. 

On hand to witness the submarine’s live fire exercise was 
Defence Minister Peter MacKay. Victoria successfully fired a 

MK48 Heavyweight Torpedo on a decommissioned ship 
Wednesday in the weapons testing range near the island of 
Kauai, Hawaii during the RIMPAC exercise. 
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“This is a clear demonstration of the full weapons 
capability of the Victoria-class and marks a significant 
achievement in HMCS Victoria’s return to operations,” Vice-
Admiral Maddison, the RCN’s commander said in a 
statement. “This platform provides Canada with a unique 
strategic capability unrivalled in stealth, persistence and 
lethality that can act decisively on and below the surface of the 
sea at a time and place of the government’s choosing.” 

The sub is the first of the Victoria-class to fire a live 
torpedo (some of the subs have fire torpedo “shapes” for 
testing). 

The Victoria-clas submarine saga has played out in 
newspaper headlines for more than a decade. 

Canada purchased the subs second-hand from Britain and 
took delivery of the boats between 2000 and 2004. 

The navy said it did a thorough examination of the vessels 
to ensure they meet Canadian needs but problems with the 
Victoria-class subs started materializing almost immediately. 

High-pressure welds had to be replaced and cracks were 
found in some of the valves on the four subs. Steel piping also 

needed to be replaced as the submarines were put into storage 
in the United Kingdom with water in their fuel tanks. HMCS 
Victoria also underwent repairs after a dent was discovered in 
her hull. 

In addition, there have been delays in installing Canadian 
equipment, such as the weapons fire control and 
communications gear. 

“The introduction of the Victoria Class has been fraught 
with many issues and faced a number of setbacks,” a May 
2009 briefing note produced by the navy acknowledged. The 
Citizen obtained that document through the Access to 
Information law. 

Last year, media reports citing other navy documents 
noted the subs are also restricted in the depth they can dive 
because of rust problems. 

Last summer two sailors were injured when Corner Brook 
hit bottom near Nootka Sound, off the west coast of 
Vancouver Island. The boat was conducting submerged 
manoeuvers during advanced submarine officer training. 
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PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
27. Copeman Assumes Command Of Naval Surface Forces 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 19 JUL 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Rosalie Garcia, Naval Surface Force, U.S. Pacific 
Fleet Public Affairs 

SAN DIEGO -- Commander, Naval Surface Forces 
(SURFOR) and Commander, Naval Surface Force, U.S. 
Pacific Fleet (SURFPAC) held its change of command 
ceremony aboard amphibious assault ship USS Boxer (LHD 
4), July 19. 

Vice Adm. Thomas H. Copeman III relieved Vice Adm. 
Richard W. Hunt as the SURFOR/SURFPAC commander. 

"To the staff, ships, leaders, officers, and crews across our 
surface force, I want to thank you for your dedication, hard 
work, and professionalism," said Hunt. "I have had a great 
tour as Commander, Naval Surface Forces and it is directly 
due to the selfless support each of you has provided. I feel 
truly blessed and am humbly honored to have led the men and 
women that man our nation's Naval Surface Forces on the 
greatest ships to ever sail the world's oceans." 

During his time at SURFOR, Hunt provided combat-
ready warships to combatant commanders by effectively 
manning, training, and equipping a combined force of 163 
ships, 53 special combat support force units and 64 
subordinate staffs around the world. 

Adm. Cecil D. Haney, Commander, U.S. Pacific Fleet, 
was the guest speaker at the ceremony and congratulated Hunt 
on a job well done and said Copeman comes to SURFOR with 
impressive credentials and many successes. 

Copeman thanked Hunt for his thorough turnover, 
commended his successful command tour and briefly 
discussed his thoughts as they relate to the Surface Force and 
the coming years. 

"I believe in the power of our Sailors to overcome any 
obstacle," said Copeman. "The CNO has given us six simple 
words to focus our energy. Warfighting first. Operate forward. 
Be ready. Six words that have much meaning and impact for 
us. Warfighting First means a myriad of things, but first and 

foremost it means that our Sailors must be able to fight. Our 
Sailors are 'the main thing' for the Surface Force. They are the 
main battery. Nothing is more important than our Sailors and 
their training, education and experience." 

The ceremony marks the end of a 13-month command 
tour for Hunt, who was commissioned in 1976 through the 
Officer Candidate School Program in Newport, R.I. His 
command tours include USS Crommelin (FFG 37) and USS 
Philippine Sea (CG 58); Commander, Carrier Strike Group 6; 
and Commander, Combined Joint Task Force-Horn of Africa, 
United States Central Command. Hunt reported to SURFOR 
after a tour as Commander, U.S. Third Fleet. He next reports 
to Washington, D.C., as Director, Navy Staff. 

Vice Adm. Copeman was commissioned in April 1982 
through the Officer Candidate School Program in Newport, 
R.I. He assumes command of SURFOR with extensive 
command experience, including tours as executive officer 
aboard USS Lake Champlain (CG 57); commanding officer 
aboard USS Benfold (DDG 65); Commander, Destroyer 
Squadron 28; Chief of Staff, Naval Surface Forces; and 
Commander, Joint Task Force, Guantanamo Bay, Cuba. Most 
recently, he served as Chief of Legislative Affairs. 

SURFOR is responsible for the readiness of cruisers, 
destroyers, frigates, amphibious assault ships, littoral combat 
ships, and logistics and fleet support ships. Eight of these 
ships belong to the Naval Reserve Force. The entire surface 
force comprises approximately 49,000 active duty military, 
4,800 reservists and 3,865 civilian employees of the 
Department of Defense. The staff of Commander, Naval 
Surface Force, comprises approximately 355 people; 240 
military and 115 civilians. 

View Clip (RT: 2:02) 
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28. #SAAM: Command Triads Reminded To Register For SAPR-Leadership Preparatory Training 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 19 JUL 12) ... Chief of Naval Personnel Public Affairs 

WASHINGTON -- Command triads must register now 
for Sexual Assault Prevention and Response-Leadership 
(SAPR-L) training, Navy officials announced July 19. 

As outlined in NAVADMIN 199/12, command leadership 
triads (commanding officer/officer in charge, executive 
officer/assistant officer in charge, and command master 
chief/chief of the boat/senior enlisted advisor) in fleet areas 
and other locations must complete SAPR-L training. 

SAPR Master Mobile Training Teams (MMTTs) began 
deployments to worldwide regions July 13, and are conducting 
SAPR-L training for command triads with nearly 650 training 
sessions at 95 global sites through July and August. 
Commanders must sign up for training now through Enterprise 
Safety Applications Management System (ESAMS). The full 
training schedule can be accessed 
athttps://esams.cnic.navy.mil/ESAMS_GEN_2/External/Ext_
CourseSearch.aspx?c=s636044316952466414. 

Enrollment instructions are available at 
http://www.public.navy.mil/bupers-
npc/support/sapr/Documents/ESAMS%20SAPR%20Instructio
nsv2print.pdf. 

SAPR training is part of the Navy's aggressive efforts to 
prevent sexual assaults and promote positive relationships to 
instill a culture of professionalism. The SAPR-L "train the 
trainer" training will prepare command triads and provide the 

tools to conduct SAPR-L training within their commands to 
Chief Petty Officers and officers. 

All E-7 and above personnel must receive SAPR-L 
training by Sept. 30, and SAPR-L training completion will be 
documented by commands via the Fleet Training Management 
and Planning System (FLTMPS). More information on 
FLTMPS reporting will be released in a future NAVADMIN. 

To ensure all hands are trained, command leadership will 
then deliver SAPR-Fleet (SAPR-F) training to all Sailors E-6 
and below starting in October. This training will focus on 
bystander intervention and equip Sailors with the skills 
necessary to positively influence behavior. 

"Both SAPR-L and SAPR-F training will provide our 
team the critical tools to eliminate sexual assault and promote 
the Navy's core values of honor, courage and commitment that 
define our culture of respect and professionalism," said Rear 
Adm. Martha Herb, director of personal readiness and 
community support. 

SAPR is an important element of the readiness area of the 
21st Century Sailor and Marine initiative, which builds 
resiliency to hone the most combat-effective force in the 
history of the Department of the Navy (DON). 

Additional information regarding SAPR training efforts 
can be found at the SAPR L/F training Web pages at 
www.sapr.navy.mil. 
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29. Southeast Region Makes Motorcycle Safety A Priority 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 19 JUL 12) ... April Phillips, Naval Safety Center Public Affairs 

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. -- Navy Region Southeast has 
made great strides in getting motorcycle riders into the 
appropriate training courses that are proven life-savers, 
including the Basic Rider Course, Military Sportbike Rider 
Course, and Experienced Rider Course. 

The region has nearly 4,000 riders, and 42 percent of 
them ride sport bikes built for speed. 

Max Bassett, Naval Air Station Jacksonville's deputy 
safety manager, said training is crucial for these riders. 

"New riders learn respect for the motorcycle and an 
appreciation for just how quickly these high performance 
machines can exceed the capabilities of an inexperienced 
rider," he said. 

Other technical skills taught during training include how 
to properly lean, turn, brake, accelerate, and take necessary 
emergency evasive actions. The courses also incorporate some 
Operational Risk Management and self-analysis of risk 
behaviors and riding mindsets. 

"They also learn a great appreciation for just how much 
extra protection they have when wearing proper personal 
protective equipment such as a full face helmet, jackets and 
pants designed for motorcycle riders, along with motorcycle 
boots and gloves," Bassett said. 

One of the biggest problems with motorcycle training 
across the fleet is a high "no-show" rate for courses. This can 

make wait times for courses unnecessarily long, and it's a 
wasted opportunity for Sailors who need to get into a class. 
The training safety courses are taught by contractors from 
Cape Fox Professional Services, and paid for by Commander, 
Navy Installations Command. The bill for classes is a set fee 
and costs the same whether one rider or a full class shows up. 

The Southeast Region has brought their no-show rate 
down considerably by increasing training notifications to 
Sailors and their supervisors, and by informing the command 
master chief about anyone who fails to show up for assigned 
training. They have also reduced wait times for courses by 
adding extra classes whenever the wait time exceeds 30 days. 

Bassett said the leadership of Rear Adm. Jack Scorby, 
Commander, Navy Region Southeast, and the cooperative 
working environment between the region's chief's mess, safety 
professionals, command motorcycle safety representatives, 
and Cape Fox trainers has been key, but he also credits 
mentorship programs developed by riders to help one another. 

"Mentors are our first line of defense," Bassett said. 
"Without them actively identifying our new riders and sitting 
down with them to get them signed up for training, we would 
not enjoy the successes we've had. Their contributions are 
making a difference and will absolutely save lives." 
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30. Troops To Teachers Teach The Navy 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 19 JUL 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Molly Greendeer, Navy Public Affairs Support 
Element East 

NORFOLK, Va. -- The director for the Virginia Troops to 
Teachers (TTT) program visited Naval Station Norfolk, July 
19, to inform Sailors of a possible second career, "serving 
students." 

Attendees were able to gain insight into the process of 
becoming a teacher, including certification requirements and 
job opportunities. 

Joe Wargo said, "It's important to educate the military 
about this program because so many people are transitioning 
out of active duty service and need to know this information." 

Sailors with a baccalaureate degree or higher are eligible 
to begin the teaching certification process to become a teacher. 
However, many Sailors may already qualify to become a 
vocational/technical teacher. 

Sailors only need the equivalent of one year of college 
courses and six years of experience in a vocational or 
technical field to begin the certification process. 

To complete the process, individuals can use an 
Alternative Certification Program (ACP) or University 
Teacher Preparation Program. Sailors may benefit from an 
ACP, since this method offers online courses to obtain the 
teaching certification. 

Military members from all of the armed forces can use 
tuition assistance for their teaching certification while on 
active duty. Members may also be eligible for financial 
assistance for teacher certification expenses. A commitment to 
teach for three years in a "high-need" school district or at a 

high school with a high percentage of low-income families is 
part of the obligation for receiving some form of financial aid. 

"Teaching is probably one of the most rewarding 
professions because of the profound impact you can have on 
today's children," said Joe Wargo. 

The program began in 1994 as transition assistance 
towards a teaching career, and has since recruited more than 
6,000 military members. 

Teaching positions are available at the elementary, middle 
and high school levels in suburban, small towns, rural and 
inner-city areas. There is a higher demand for math, science 
and special education teachers. 

Positions for other subjects are obtainable, but applicants 
may need to be flexible with location. 

There are 33 state TTT offices nationwide that offer 
placement assistance for the 45 states participating in the 
program. Offices can assist Sailors with state certification 
requirements. Sailors can take advantage of the TTT Web site, 
www.ProudToServeAgain.com, to correspond with 
representatives and receive alternative certification 
information. 

Lt. Andrew Johnson, an attendee said, "I'm looking into 
all of my future options and this is a good way to understand 
this program professionally." 

Sailors can consult their TTT representative about job 
availabilities, or check the Department of Education Web site 
at www.teachers-teachers.com. The Web site lists teaching 
vacancies for each state. 
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31. Pentagon May Spend $4 Billion More On Health Care 
(BLOOMBERG GOVERNMENT 20 19 JUL 12) ... Robert Levinson 

The Pentagon will spend $4 billion more than the $47 
billion it requested to pay for health care in fiscal 2013, 
according to a July 11 Congressional Budget Office report. 

Increased spending may buoy contractors that administer 
and provide services for TRICARE, the health program for 
active-duty and retired personnel and their families. Through 
TRICARE, the Pentagon in fiscal 2011 paid 379,233 
individual providers, 3,146 hospitals, 63,775 network retail 
pharmacies and 72,459 dentists. 

The care purchased by the Pentagon for TRICARE totaled 
$14.8 billion, or 28 percent, of the Pentagon’s total health 
expenditure in fiscal 2011. The Defense Department directly 
provided $17.8 billion in care through its own military 
hospitals and clinics. The rest of the Pentagon’s health 
expenditures were for the salaries of military medical 
personnel, construction of medical facilities, and advanced 
payments to fund the TRICARE For Life program for military 
retirees over the age of 65. 

Three companies administer TRICARE in the U.S.: 
Humana Inc. of Louisville, Kentucky; TriWest Healthcare 
Alliance Corp. of Phoenix, Arizona; and Health Net Inc. of 
Woodland Hills, California. They received $9.5 billion in 
defense contract spending in fiscal 2011. They ranked 13, 14, 
and 15 among defense contractors in the BGOV200. 

TriWest recently lost to UnitedHealth Group Inc. its 
contract, valued at $20.5 billion, to provide TRICARE 

services for five years. On July 13, TriWest announced it was 
abandoning further protests of the UnitedHealth award. 

CBO estimated military health care will cost $51 billion 
in fiscal 2013, rather than the $47 billion the Pentagon 
requested. CBO projects Pentagon health-care costs will 
increase 6 percent a year from fiscal 2013 through 2017. The 
Pentagon predicted annual growth of 2.6 percent. 

TRICARE covers 9.7 million beneficiaries. Care is free 
for active-duty troops and costs are minimal for their families. 
Retirees age 65 and younger and their dependents get low-cost 
care. Retirees older than 65 pay nothing to enroll in TRICARE 
For Life, which pays for some care not covered by Medicare. 

CBO identified the increasing participation rate for 
military retirees younger than 65 as a driver of rising 
TRICARE costs. The rate rose to 52.2 percent in 2011 from 
29.7 percent in 2001. 

Retiree participation in TRICARE rose as private health 
insurance plans increased the portion of premium costs paid 
by those covered. In 2001, enrollment fees for TRICARE 
Prime averaged $582 compared with $2,204 for private 
insurance premiums, a $1,622 gap. 

CBO also rejected the Pentagon’s projection that it would 
save $12.9 billion from fiscal 2013 through 2017 in part by 
increasing military retiree out-of-pocket charges. For fiscal 
2013 the Pentagon sought to raise retirees’ fees and co-pays, 
something Congress has refused to do. The House-passed 
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2013 Defense Authorization Act didn’t include most of the 
changes. 

CBO found the military’s health-care funding requests for 
fiscal years 2012 and 2011 to be sufficient. If CBO’s estimate 
of a $4 billion insufficiency for fiscal 2013 is correct, 
Congress could provide additional 2013 funding. The 
Pentagon could also shift money from other programs with 
congressional approval, according to a July 19 e-mail from 
TRICARE spokesman Austin Camacho. 

Camacho wrote that the Pentagon also could request 
supplemental funding. In 2009, the military received $1.1 
billion in supplemental funding for defense health care and an 
additional $488 million for construction of military hospitals. 

Without additional funding for fiscal 2013, the military 
would be forced to raise fees or curtail health-care 
expenditures by reducing services. 

Impending sequestration of $54.7 billion in defense funds 
on Jan. 2 presents an added challenge. Sequestration would 
represent a 9.6 reduction to the fiscal 2013 proposed Pentagon 
budget, according to a Bloomberg Government Study. 

If military personnel costs are exempted from 
sequestration, as expected, $33.5 billion in fiscal 2013 medical 
funds would be subject to the 9.6 percent cut, a loss of $3.2 
billion. 

Health-care funds at the Veterans Affairs Department 
were declared off-limits to sequester by the Office of 
Management and Budget on April 23. 
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FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
32. The Inevitable Demo Of The Great Green Fleet 
(ARMED WITH SCIENCE BLOG (DOD LIVE) 19 JUL 12) 

In 2009, Secretary of the Navy (SECNAV) Ray Mabus 
announced five aggressive energy goals to reduce the 
Department of Navy’s (DON’s) consumption of energy, 
decrease its reliance on foreign sources of oil, and 
significantly increase its use of alternative energy. 

The purpose of these energy goals is to improve our 
combat capability and to increase our energy security by 
addressing a significant military vulnerability: dependence on 
foreign oil. 

One of the five energy goals is to demonstrate and then 
deploy a “Great Green Fleet,” a Carrier Strike Group fueled by 
alternative sources of energy, including nuclear power. 

The Great Green Fleet is named in honor of President 
Theodore Roosevelt’s Great White Fleet, which helped usher 
in America as a global power on the world stage at the 
beginning of the 20th Century. 

Prior to deploying the Great Green Fleet in 2016, the 
Navy conducted a demonstration during the 2012 Rim of the 
Pacific (RIMPAC) exercise, the world’s largest international 
maritime exercise. 

The demonstration illustrated and evaluated the 
performance of “drop-in replacement” advanced biofuel 
blends and certain energy efficient technologies in an 
operational setting. 

Advanced Biofuel Blends 
The ships and aircraft will be powered by alternative fuel, 

either nuclear or advanced biofuel blends. The biofuel blends 
are 50-50 mixtures of biofuel (made from used cooking oil 
and algae) and petroleum-based marine diesel or aviation fuel. 

Approximately 450,000 gallons of 100% “neat” biofuel 
were purchased in 2011 in preparation for the Great Green 
Fleet demonstration. 

 Navy surface ships will be powered using 350,000 
gallons of hydroprocessed renewable diesel (HRD-
76) blended with an equal amount of marine diesel 
(F-76). 

 Navy aircraft will burn 100,000 gallons of 
hydroprocessed renewable jet fuel (HRJ-5) blended 
with aviation fuel (JP-5). 

Investments in an alternative to foreign sources of fuel 
will help the Navy and the nation become less dependent on 
foreign oil, and less subject to volatility in oil prices that can 
directly affect our readiness. 

Energy Efficient Technologies 
The Great Green Fleet demonstration will also include the 

following maritime efficiency measures: 

 Solid State Lighting – Use of light-emitting diodes 
(LEDs) to save energy, especially when replacing 
incandescent fixtures or in colored lighting 
applications. LEDs also last longer than an 
incandescent or fluorescent fixture, reducing 
maintenance. 

 Gas Turbine On-Line Water Wash – Allows 
compressors to be washed while the engine is 
running (normally, engines are shut down during this 
activity). This reduces maintenance, improves starter 
life, and reduces fuel consumption by keeping the 
compressor section of the gas turbine cleaner. 

 Shipboard Energy Dashboard – Provides real-time 
situational awareness of energy demand associated 
with equipment. This allows the crew to minimize a 
ship’s energy consumption and increase its efficiency 
while meeting system performance and reliability 
requirements. 

 Smart Voyage Planning Decision Aid – Sends 
messages to ships with optimized routing plans for 
both ship safety and fuel savings. 

 Stern Flaps – Modifies the flow field under the hull 
to reduce drag, turbulence, and thus, reduce overall 
hull resistance. 

Changing the Way We Think About Energy 
As a Navy, we are grooming a new generation of ‘energy 

warriors’ through incentives and education. 
As an example, the Incentivized Energy Conservation 

(i-ENCON) program encourages efficient ship operations 
during underway missions and supports the Secretary of the 
Navy’s efforts to reduce total energy consumption on Navy 
ships. In 2011, the i-ENCON program helped achieve over 1.1 
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million barrels of fuel in underburn, a cost avoidance of over 
11% that would pay for an additional 56,500 steaming hours. 
The USS PRINCETON, USS CHAFEE and USS CHUNG 
HOON underburned enough fuel to win this prestigious 
award. 

This program was so successful that the Navy recently 
launched its Aircraft Energy Conservation Program 

(known as Air-Encon) to optimize fuel consumption by the 
Navy’s 3,700 aircraft. 

By changing the way we think about and use energy, we 
will continue to be the most formidable fighting force the 
world has ever known. 

View Clip (RT:3:11) 
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33. USDA, Navy Praise Use Of Biofuel 
U.S. Navy benefits from biofuels use in "green fleet" 
(FARM FUTURES 20 JUL 12) 

The United States Navy's "Great Green Fleet" took off 
Wednesday with 450,000 gallons of biofuel to burn with the 
support of U.S. Navy Secretary Ray Mabus and Agriculture 
Secretary Tom Vilsack. 

The anticipated launch of the fleet kicked off with 
participation in the Rim of the Pacific Exercise, the largest 
international maritime exercise in the world. Six ships were 
used in the exercise, which took place off the coast of Hawaii. 

Part of President Obama's initiative to decrease 
dependence on foreign oil, using biofuels for the exercise 
allowed the Navy to test their "operational performance." 
Mabus said the ability to use fuels other than petroleum will 
increase flexibility and reduce vulnerability to changes in the 
price of oil. 

To illustrate his point, Mabus said every dollar change in 
a barrel of oil means about $30 million in additional costs to 
the Navy. 

Because of the price changes and security concerns, 
Mabus indicated that the military is committed to using 
biofuels now and in the future. 

"I think the participation of the very top leadership of the 
Navy was a strong signal to the men and women in uniform, to 
our allies, and even to our skeptics," Mabus said, "that the 
whole Navy is committed to pursing alternatives to foreign oil 
and the whole Navy believes it is critical to our combat 
capabilities and to our national security." 

To solidify agreement with allies, Mabus signed a 
Statement of Cooperation with the Royal Australian Navy to 

formalize future cooperation on alternative fuel deployment 
during the exercise. Mabus said the statement will guide the 
two countries on how to best partner and combine resources. 

"What this shows is this isn't just a concern for the United 
States. The fact that we signed this agreement with one of our 
closest allies and that they are so committed as well, speaks 
volumes to the need for an alternative to the price shocks and 
the supply shocks that fossil fuels can be subject to," Mabus 
said. 

Agriculture will benefit from the Navy's use of biofuels as 
well. The fuel used was obtained from two American 
companies, and was derived from a combination of non-food 
waste (used cooking oil) and algae. 

Agriculture Secretary Vilsack said using these mediums 
for biofuel production will create new opportunities for the 
development of a bio-based economy, playing into the 
strengths of rural America. He said the biofuel industry 
employs about 400,000 Americans, but expects new 
opportunities to increase that number to one million. 

Vilsack praised the biofuel industry for creating 
competition as well, which Vilsack estimates will lessen price 
fluctuation. 

To facilitate more involvement in the industry, the Navy 
partnered with the USDA last month to announce $30 million 
in funding available for the research and development of new 
biodiesel jet fuel, which they hope will drive new 
technological breakthroughs and reduce costs. 
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34. Navy Pushes Forward With 'Green Fleet' Despite GOP Resistance 
(THE HILL 19 JUL 12) ... Zack Colman 

Navy Secretary Ray Mabus insisted plans for a "green 
fleet" that uses biofuels will move forward despite efforts by 
Republicans in Congress to stop it. 

The Navy hosted a refueling demonstration of its “Great 
Green Fleet” aircraft carrier strike group on Wednesday off 
the coast of Hawaii. The fleet used a 50-50 mix of petroleum 
and advanced biofuels made from cooking oil and algae. 

Mabus said Thursday that continued Navy biofuels use 
will create markets that help drive prices down. He added that 
having an alternative fuel source will keep Navy costs down 
because it will be less affected by oil market volatility. 

“The Navy always said it’s not going to buy large 
amounts of these until they’re cost competitive,” Mabus said. 
“But one of the ways [we make them cost competitive] is by 
the military providing the market for it, and we’ve done that 
with technology. If we only looked at nuclear costs, we 
wouldn’t have nuclear submarines.” 

But language in the Senate and the House Defense 
authorization bills might make that difficult. 

Lawmakers say biofuels cost too much. Both the Senate 
and House bills bar the Navy from buying biofuels if they cost 
more than conventional fuel. 

The Senate version also prevents spending on bio-
refineries to accelerate commercialization of experimental 
biofuels. 

That also would make it difficult to make biofuels cost 
competitive with conventional fuel, meaning the Navy could 
not buy biofuels under the Senate and House spending bills. 

Sens. John McCain (R-Ariz.) and James Inhofe (R-Okla.), 
who introduced that language as amendments to the Senate 
spending bill, both oppose using the military for building 
markets. 
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Biofuels are an unwise investment with the upcoming 
budget sequestration that will cut $500 billion from the 
Defense Department through 10 years, McCain has warned. 

Some Senate Democrats hinted this week that they could 
try to remove the McCain and Inhofe amendments whenever 
the Defense spending bill is called on the Senate floor. 
Another course of action is tacking on an amendment 
explicitly permitting the Navy to buy biofuels. 

Senate Armed Services Committee Chairman Carl Levin 
said Tuesday he backed efforts to put the biofuels measures 
back into the bill on the Senate floor. 

“I’m all for it,” Levin told reporters. 
Such efforts would also get support from the White 

House. 
Heather Zichal, deputy assistant to the president for 

energy and climate change, reaffirmed the Obama 
administration’s commitment to biofuels as a means of 
achieving energy independence for the military. She said 
Thursday that the administration views “the efforts by some in 
Congress … as both disappointing and short-sighted.” 
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35. House Passes Defense Bill Supporting Weapons Not Sought by Obama 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 19 JUL 12) ... Chris Strohm and Laura Litvan 

The House passed legislation that would give the 
Pentagon $607.1 billion in fiscal 2013 for weapons purchases, 
personnel and war operations in Afghanistan. 

The 326-90 vote today in the Republican-majority 
chamber sets up a fight with the White House and the 
Democratic- controlled Senate, both of which want less 
defense spending. 

The House defense appropriations bill would provide 
$24.5 billion less than current expenditures, reflecting the 
military drawdown in Iraq, and $2 billion more than President 
Barack Obama requested. Still, the House passed, 247-167, a 
bipartisan amendment trimming $1.1 billion from the version 
of the measure sent to the floor by the Republican-led House 
Appropriations Committee. 

The sponsors of the amendment, Representative Mick 
Mulvaney, a South Carolina Republican, and Barney Frank, a 
Massachusetts Democrat, said they wanted to freeze base 
Pentagon spending at the current year’s level. 

“When we are discussing cutting even the most basic 
social safety net programs, we think increasing the defense 
base budget makes all our exhortations about the deficit ring 
hollow,” Mulvaney and Frank said in a letter to colleagues 
before the vote. “You may want to keep this letter. The 
chances of receiving one from a more unlikely pair of your 
colleagues in your time in Congress are probably pretty low.” 

Their amendment won support from 158 Democrats and 
89 Republicans. 

Destroyer, Drones 
The legislation rejects Obama administration proposals to 

delay or terminate several military programs while providing 
funding for weapons the Defense Department has said it 
doesn’t want and didn’t request, including $1 billion for the 
Navy to build a third DDG-51 Aegis-class destroyer and $182 
million for the Air Force to buy 21 RQ-4 Global Hawk Block 
30 drones. 

“As we continue to face threats to our safety and way of 
life, we must deal with the costs of war, keep our military at 
the ready, and stay constantly vigilant,” Appropriations 
Committee Chairman Hal Rogers, a Kentucky Republican, 
said on the House floor. 

White House officials have threatened a veto, saying in a 
June 28 statement of administration policy that House 
Republicans aren’t abiding by a deal on spending caps reached 
last year as part of a deal boosting the U.S. debt ceiling. 

Higher spending than Obama sought will force cuts to 
domestic programs to stay within the limits, the administration 
said. 

‘Unrequested Funding’ 
“By adding unrequested funding for defense, the House of 

Representatives departs from the bipartisan understanding 
reached a year ago,” the administration said, citing “negative 
consequences that will, for example, cost jobs and hurt 
average Americans, especially seniors, veterans, and children -
- as well as degrade many of the basic government services on 
which the American people rely, such as air traffic control and 
law enforcement.” 

Some Democrats have criticized the idea of spending 
more on defense because the government faces budget deficits 
and because military spending is scheduled for an automatic 
cut of $55 billion on Jan. 2 unless Obama and Congress reach 
agreement to avert it. 

The budget cut, known as sequestration, is set to occur 
because talks failed last year on a bipartisan plan to curb the 
nation’s debt. 

‘Canyons Of Cash’ 
“Despite sequestration, despite budget pressures, despite 

the fragility of the economy, the Republicans still want to 
increase defense spending,” Democratic Representative Ed 
Markey of Massachusetts said today on the House floor. 
Republicans are determined to lavish “canyons of cash” on 
outdated weapons systems that reflect the needs of the Cold 
War era, he said. 

Pentagon spokesman George Little said today that any 
fiscal 2013 funds put under contract, or obligated, by Jan. 2 
would not be subject to sequestration. 

Among amendments adopted on the House floor was one 
from Texas Republican Ted Poe that would reduce military 
aid to Pakistan by $650 million, half the amount in the bill for 
the South Asian country. 

Poe said the Pakistani government hasn’t been aggressive 
enough in fighting terrorists. “By continuing to provide aid to 
Pakistan, we are funding the enemy, endangering Americans 
and undermining our efforts in the region,” he said in a 
statement. 

Certification Needed 
The bill’s remaining funding for Pakistan would be 

withheld until the secretaries of defense and state certified that 
the Pakistani government is cooperating with the U.S. in 
counterterrorism efforts, including against the Haqqani 
Network. 
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Other adopted amendments would: 

 Prohibit funding to assist the governments of Iran and 
Syria, as well as Hamas, Hezbollah and the Muslim 
Brotherhood; 

 Prohibit funding to plan or implement an additional 
round of base realignment and closings; 

 Transfer $40 million from operations and 
maintenance to research and treat spinal cord, brain 
and eye injuries and Gulf War illness; 

 Prohibit funding to share classified information about 
missile defense systems with the Russian 
government. 

 Prohibit funding for buying helicopters from 
Rosoboronexport, a company mostly owned by the 
Russian government, because of Russia’s support of 
Syria’s government in a civil war that has left 

thousands dead. The amendment was agreed to 407-
5. 

Closely Watched 
The annual appropriations bill is watched by defense 

contractors because it provides the dollars spent in the next 
fiscal year. 

The House also has passed its annual policy, or 
authorization, legislation, H.R. 4310. The Senate hasn’t yet 
voted on its policy bill, S. 2467, and the Senate Appropriations 
Committee hasn’t produced its spending measure. 

Today’s bill would provide virtually all the $9.1 billion 
requested by the Pentagon to buy 29 additional Lockheed 
Martin Corp. F-35 fighters, the Pentagon’s most expensive 
weapons program, which has been buffeted by increased costs 
and delays. 

The bill is H.R. 5856. 
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36. House Approves $606 Billion DOD Spending Bill In 326 To 90 Vote 
(THE HILL 19 JUL 12) ... Pete Kasperowicz and Jeremy Herb  

The House late Thursday approved a massive, $606 
billion bill funding the Defense Department and war activities 
in Afghanistan and Iraq in 2013. 

Members approved the bill in an 326-90 vote, after two 
days of debate on several amendments from Democrats that 
sought to limit spending in Afghanistan, as well as some 
attempts by Republicans to cut spending to reduce the federal 
budget deficit. 

When it came to the floor, the bill increased DOD base 
funding by about $1 billion over 2012 levels, to $519 billion, 
but cut funding for the wars in Afghanistan and Iraq by $27 
billion, reflecting drawdowns in U.S. activity there. The bill 
provides $88.5 billion in so-called "overseas contingency 
operations." 

Just before the final vote, however, the House approved 
an amendment from Rep. Mick Mulvaney (R-S.C.) that 
returned DOD base funding to its 2012 level, $518 billion, 
with the exception of spending on military personnel, defense 
health, and overseas contingency operations. 

That was the most significant cut to the bill on the floor, 
despite several other attempts by members to pare back 
funding even further. Several members started debate on the 
bill by protesting the decade-long U.S. presence in 
Afghanistan, and called on members to support amendments 
to cut funding for operations there. The U.S. plans to keep 
troops in Afghanistan through at least 2014. 

"I cannot continue to support legislation that sends 
billions and billions and billions of dollars to Afghanistan," 
Rep. Walter Jones (R-N.C.) said Wednesday. He was joined 
by Reps. Ron Paul (R-Texas) and Dana Rohrabacher (R-
Calif.), who argued that the U.S. should leave Afghanistan 
because the U.S. successfully eliminated Osama bin Laden. 

Several Democrats also joined in the protest, and later 
offered amendments to strip funding for Afghanistan. But all 
of these were turned away. 

Late Wednesday, for example, the House voted down 
three proposals to cut a total of $23 billion from the bill from 
Rep. Barbara Lee (D-Calif.) and Lynn Woolsey (D-Calif.). 

And on Thursday, the House turned away several more 
amendments from Lee, including one that would have required 

funds to be used in Afghanistan only for the orderly 
withdrawal of U.S. troops from that country, and several 
others that cut various amounts from the bill. 

"The bloated Pentagon budget must be addressed if we 
are serious about solving our nation's deficit," Lee said 
Thursday. 

The closest members came to undermining Afghanistan 
operations was approval of language from Rep. Steve Cohen 
(D-Tenn.) to cut $175 million in infrastructure spending. 

The bill takes some shots at Russia and Pakistan, as well 
as President Obama's relationship with those countries. One 
amendment that passed, from Rep. Mo Brooks (R-Ala.), 
would prevent the Obama administration from sharing 
classified information on U.S. missile defense systems with 
Russia. 

The amendment is a reaction to Obama's "hot mic" 
remarks to then-Russian President Dmitry Medvedev earlier 
this year, when he said he would have more flexibility on the 
sensitive issue of U.S. participation in a European missile 
defense system after the elections. 

"This amendment would say, 'Mr. President, you won't 
tell us what your secret deal is, but that secret deal better not 
include sharing classified information of the United States 
with the Russians about our missile defense,' " Rep. Michael 
Turner (R-Ohio) said during debate. 

Another amendment from Rep. Jim Moran (D-Va.) 
prohibits funds from being used to enter into any agreement 
with Rosoboronexport, the Russian-made helicopter 
manufacturer. 

On Wednesday, members approved language from Rep. 
Ted Poe (R-Texas) that cuts $650 million in aid that was to be 
provided to Pakistan, a reaction to what he and others have 
said are questions about the strength of Pakistan's commitment 
to fight terrorism with the United States. 

The House also accepted language from Rep. Paul Gosar 
(R-Ariz.) to prohibit funds from being used to assist the 
governments of Iran and Syria, Hezbollah, Hammas or the 
Muslim Brotherhood. 

Closer to home, the House allowed DOD to continue 
sponsoring NASCAR and other sporting events to help its 
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recruiting efforts. As it came to the floor, the bill contained 
language that would have prevented this spending, amounting 
to $72 million total. But Republicans raised a point of order to 
remove that language. 

Later on, Reps. Jack Kingston (R-Ga.) and Betty 
McCollum (D-Minn.) proposed an amendment to put the 
limitation language back in the bill, after a lengthy debate in 
which Kingston said the Defense Department cannot measure 
how effective these recruiting efforts are. 

But a narrow majority of the House opposed Kingston's 
language, and rejected his amendment in a close 202-216 vote. 

House passage sends the bill to a Senate that appears 
unlikely to consider it anytime soon. The bill is the seventh 
spending bill for 2013 that the House has passed, while the 
Senate has so far passed none. 

The Senate has generally balked at the House-passed bills 
because they break the spending deal reached last year. 
President Obama has also threatened to veto the Defense 
appropriations bill because it's $3 billion higher than the 
Pentagon's budget request and $8 billion above the spending 
caps in last year's Budget Control Act. 

But the administration also objected to several changes 
that the House made in the appropriations bill to the 
Pentagon's original budget proposal. Those included restoring 
weapons programs that DOD sought to terminate, like the RQ-
4 Global Hawk Block 30 drones. 

The administration is also opposed to Congress blocking 
cuts to the Air National Guard and blocking increases to 
TRICARE healthcare premiums for retirees. 
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37. With Defense Budget In Peril, Pressure Builds On Anti-Tax Pledge 
(MILITARY UPDATE 19 JUL 12) ... Tom Philpott 

Worried by the “sequestration” blade set to fall on 
defense budgets in January, Republicans are sounding alarms 
with special hearings, a flurry of press releases and bills that 
offer at least interim solutions. 

But will Republicans also reconsider their “anti-tax hike” 
pledge to the powerful lobbyist Grover Norquist? A rising 
chorus of critics, including some prominent Republicans, 
argue they must, and soon, if Congress is to avoid a 
devastating hit to military readiness and America’s defense 
industry. 

“Grover Norquist is wandering the earth in his white 
robes saying if you raise taxes one penny he’ll defeat you,” 
former Republican senator Alan Simpson recently told CNN. 
“He can’t murder you. He can’t burn your house. The only 
thing he can do…is defeat you for reelection. And if that 
means more to you than your country…you shouldn’t even be 
in Congress.” 

Simpson co-chaired with Erskine Bowles the National 
Commission on Fiscal Responsibility and Reform which, like 
every bipartisan examination of the debt crisis, urged a 
“balanced” solution: a large proportion of savings from 
slowing growth in popular entitlement programs, like 
Medicare and Social Security, and a smaller portion from 
raising tax revenues. 

Republicans so far have rejected any tax increases. But 
their anti-tax pledge to Norquist and his group, Americans for 
Tax Reform, is on a collision course with another tradition for 
Republicans, protecting defense budgets. 

Major defense contractors Wednesday warned that 
because of the sequestration threat of deep and arbitrary cuts 
across all defense programs starting Jan. 2, they have slowed 
hiring, shelved pending contracts and could begin laying off 
ten of thousands of employees by October. 

Rep. Harold “Buck” McKeon, chairman of the House 
Armed Services Committee, called the hearing to alert the 
nation to another threat from sequestration. But Rep. Adam 
Smith (N.Y.), the committee’s ranking Democrat, reminded 
McKeon and colleagues how they got into this fix. 

It was House Republicans, he said, who refused last 
summer to raise the debt ceiling without a deal to cut deficit 
spending without raising taxes. The result was the Budget 
Control Act. It directed a trillion dollars in cuts over 10 years 

including $487 billion from defense. The act, which McKeon 
voted for and Smith did not, also established a “super 
committee” of Republicans and Democrats with extraordinary 
powers to design and hustle through Congress a second round 
of cuts worth $1.5 trillion over a decade. 

The law also specified if no deal was reached then $1.2 
trillion in “sequestration,” or automatic across-the-board cuts 
would occur, starting in 2013. The defense budget share is 
about $500 billion, or $55 billion a year over nine years, on 
top of the $487 billion in cuts already planned. 

The super committee failed. Norman Ornstein of the 
conservative American Enterprise Institute, co-author of a 
best-selling book on the current Congress, “It's Even Worse 
Than It Looks,” largely blames Republicans. 

Senate Republican Leader Mitch McConnell appointed 
“ardent anti-tax” colleague to the committee so the only 
Republican offer to emerge sought trillions in tax cuts in 
return for closing $300 billion of unspecified tax loopholes. 
“A ridiculous deal,” Ornstein said. 

By contrast, super committee Democrats offered 
significant cuts in the growth of entitlements in return for tax 
increases proposed by Simpson-Bowles and by a bipartisan 
group of senators called the “Gang of Six.” With no 
Republican support, those concessions were withdrawn, 
Ornstein said. 

“Republicans’ stubborn resistance to any increase in 
revenues is the biggest reason why sequestration is even a 
possibility,” Smith said. 

One Gang of Six member, Republican Sen. Tom Coburn 
of Oklahoma, all but declared war on the anti-tax lobbyist 
Sunday with a commentary in the New York Times titled, 
“Norquist’s Phantom Army.” Coburn argued that Norquist, 
and Democrats, are exaggerating his influence. 

“While most Republicans do, of course, oppose tax 
increases, they are hardly the mindless robots Democrats say 
they are,” he wrote. Norquist quickly hit back, saying Coburn 
painted a false picture of weakening support. 

Ornstein does see growing unease among Republicans 
handcuffed to the anti-tax pledge. Sens. Lindsey Graham (R-
S.C.) and John McCain (R-Ariz.) have suggested raising taxes 
to protect defense. McKeon did too, last December, but hasn’t 
since. 
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Claude Chafin, McKeon’s spokesman, said the chairman 
still believes the “real driver of our debt” is mandatory 
spending not low taxes. He wants Democrats to make a 
“counter offer” to his bill, which would delay the effect of 
sequestration for a year by cutting the size of the federal 
workforce. 

“If you’re unwilling to raise revenue, you better be 
willing to make dramatic cuts in defense,” Smith warned in a 
phone interview, because cutting non-defense programs alone 
can’t deliver enough savings. That’s the simple math that has 
drives every study on the $17 trillion debt toward a balanced 
solution, he said. 

McKeon, who has signed the anti-tax pledge, didn’t 
discuss raising taxes to get a budget deal at the hearing with 
defense contractors. Rep. Robert E. Andrews (D-N.J.) wasn’t 
as encumbered. 

“It’s become an article of almost religious faith around 
here, for some members, that any revenue increase, at 

anytime, on anyone should be taken off the table. Who here 
agrees with that proposition,” Andrews asked. 

David P. Hess, president of Pratt & Whitney, said defense 
companies are making the tough decisions now on right-sizing 
their work force and closing facilities. So, he said, “I think 
everything has got to be on the table at this point.” Hess 
cautioned that this was only his personal opinion. 

Robert J. Stevens, chairman and CEO of Lockheed 
Martin, said his method of addressing budget challenges is “to 
put into the recipe every possible ingredient” to get “a flexible 
array of solutions.” 

Andrews reminded the executives that, to save Social 
Security in the early 1980s, President Reagan twice signed 
bills that raised revenue. Republicans “would be wise to 
follow President Reagan’s example in this time of national 
emergency,” he said. 

“Oh that we had President Reagan,” McKeon quipped. 
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38. Air Force Chief Nominee Would Pressure Lockheed, Acquisition Community Daily Regarding F-35 
(DEFENSE DAILY 20 JUL 12) ... Pat Host 

President Obama's Air Force chief of staff nominee would 
pressure F-35 manufacturer Lockheed Martin and the service 
acquisition community daily over the aircraft's cost 
containment issues if confirmed, he told lawmakers yesterday. 

Gen. Mark Welsh told lawmakers during his Senate 
Armed Services Committee confirmation hearing though he's 
excited about the Joint Strike Fighter program because of its 
potential application, he's concerned about the program's 
development. 

"I think that cost is a major concern," Welsh said. "If we 
can't clearly identify how much this airplane costs to buy and 
to fly, after we acquire it, then we really have no idea how 
many airplanes we can afford or how many we should expect 
to receive in a realistic look towards the future. 

"I think pressure on the company, on the acquisition 
process internal to the department, is mandatory," Welsh said. 
"We have to stay focused every day and, if confirmed, that 
would be a daily event for me." 

The F-35 has been plagued by massive cost overruns and 
years of delays. 

The Defense Department, in February, restricted the F-35 
program for the third time, reducing the number of F-35 buys 
over the next five years to save an estimated $15 billion and 
give more time for the aircraft to mature (Defense Daily, July 
19). 

"Our manufacturing process and assembly line is not up 
to speed...to the level we'd hope it would be at this point in 
time," Welsh told Sen. Joseph Lieberman (I/D-Conn.) when 
asked about F-35. "Which means that we have not been able to 

build and deliver jets on schedule or at an accurately predicted 
cost." 

The Pentagon, however, has stuck with plans to buy a 
total of 2,443 planes for the Air Force, Navy and Marine 
Corps at a cost that has risen to $395 billion--about $117 
billion from the expected cost five years ago. 

Nine F-35s have been delivered in 2012, giving the 
Pentagon 30 airplanes. Sixteen are operational, according to 
Lockheed Martin (Defense Daily, July 11). 

Also up for confirmation yesterday were Marine Lt. Gen. 
John Kelly to be U.S. Southern Command (SOUTHCOM) 
chief and Army National Guard Lt. Gen. Frank Grass to be 
National Guard Bureau chief. 

Welsh said in his written responses to questions that the 
Air Force's most significant aircraft recapitalization priorities 
are the F-35A, the Air Force's conventional take-off and 
landing variant, the KC-46 aerial refueling tanker and the 
nascent Long Range Strike, or next generation bomber. Welsh 
also said the service must "invest in preferred munitions, 
modify legacy aircraft, maintain our enablers and replace 
aging space assets." 

Welsh touched on a number of other strategic issues, 
including if the United States should unilaterally reduce the 
number of nuclear warheads in its arsenal. 

"My personal opinion is that the concept of reciprocity is 
very, very important in the deterrence business and I don't 
think we should unilaterally lower the numbers," Welsh said. 

Welsh, if confirmed, would replace Gen. Norton 
Schwartz, who is retiring. 
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39. Air Force Gearing Up For Green Fleet 
(SHREVEPORT (LA) TIMES 19 JUL 12) ... John Andrew Prime 

The Air Force hopes to turn its fleet into a Green 
Machine. 

Many of the service’s fleet, including B-52s and A-10s 
like those over the skies at Barksdale Air Force Base, have 
already been tested in “biofuels,” fuels that are a mixture of 

traditional petroleum-based jet fuels and a renewable 
component. 

The Navy is getting its licks in now through an 
international exercise off Hawaii called RIMPAC 2012, in 
which a handful of major vessels and their aviation 
components are using biofuels. 
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The exercise, underway now and to last into early August, 
includes a contingent from the Air Force Reserve’s 917th 
Fighter Group, with A-10s from its 47th Fighter Squadron. 

“We will be flying on conventional fuels,” said the 
917th’s commander, Col. John Breazeale. “But we’ve actually 
done some testing here on the biofuels, on the A-10 engine. It 
was a fairly successful test, but it’s not ready for prime time.” 

The first A-10 flight using biofuels took place in March 
2010, out of Eglin Air Force Base, Fla. The traditional JP-8 
fuel was combined with camelina oil. Eglin also was the site 
last month of test flights using JP-8 combined with alcohol-
based additives. 

To reduce dependence on imported petroleum fuels, the 
Pentagon looked into energy alternatives. The current plan is 
to acquire 50 percent of the domestic aviation fuel from an 
alternative blend by 2016. 

The Air Force, the largest user of jet fuel within the 
Department of Defense, plans to have all of its aircraft type 
certified to use alternative fuels by the end of the year. The 
current fleet of aircraft burns 2.4 billion gallons of jet fuel a 
year. 

Hydrotreated renewable jet, or HRJ, is created from 
animal fats and plant oils. The camelina plant is just one of the 
biofuels being looked at by the military. 

In one of his last postings, at Edwards Air Force Base, 
now-retired former 2nd Bomb Wing commander Maj. Gen. 
Curtis Bedke was involved with testing biofuel in the B-52 
bomber. 

That fuel, a mixture of traditional JP-8 and a derivative of 
natural gas, passed high-altitude and low-temperature tests. 
Bedke later commanded the Air Force Research Laboratory at 
Wright-Patterson Air Force Base in Ohio, where more 
research was conducted. 
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BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
40. Navy, SDSU To Discuss Biofuels Initiative 
(SIOUX CITY (SD) ARGUS LEADER 19 JUL 12) 

Researchers at South Dakota State University will join 
representatives of the Navy on Friday to talk about their 
partnership in the “great green fleet” initiative, which aims to 
help reduce dependence on fossil fuels by 50 percent in the 
next decade. 

Chris Tindal, the Navy’s lead renewable energy expert, 
will speak at the event before leaving for Hawaii and a 
demonstration of the green fleet. 

SDSU researchers also will discuss the work they’ve done 
to position South Dakota in the military’s biofuels market. 

The hourlong event will start at 6 p.m. at the Sheraton 
Sioux Falls, 1211 N. West Ave. 
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41. Professor Goes Vertical With Blue Angels 
Though draining, flight was a 'dream come true' 
(SIOUX CITY (SD) ARGUS LEADER 19 JUL 12) ... Joe Sneve 

Flying co-pilot in a fighter jet took every ounce of energy 
Tim Sorenson had. 

The mathematician and longtime Augustana College 
professor rode shotgun Wednesday morning in one of the 
Navy F18 Super Hornets, flown into Sioux Falls this week by 
the Blue Angels. 

Sorenson’s flight with the Blue Angels, a touring aviation 
fleet aimed at enhancing Navy and Marine Corps recruiting 
efforts and to represent the naval service to the United States, 
took him about 15,000 feet in the air. The jet climbed 500 feet 
per second at times while flying completely vertical. The jet 
flew upside down and at slower speeds at other times, but all 
the while pushing the physical limits of Sorenson’s body. 

“That thing, literally, it’s a rocket. I’d need to be a young 
man to do what they do,” the 53-year-old Sorenson said, 
exhausted and exhilarated after the 35-minute flight. “(The 
pilot) took it to almost six Gs and did rolls. He finally said, ‘I 
think I’m going to have to do a little bit of low-G maneuvers 
for you.’ ” 

Despite his aching post-flight body, which prompted him 
to take a two-hour nap after the flight to start his recovery, 
Sorenson said the flight was a dream come true. 

“I really wanted to go vertical because that’s the closest 
thing I’ll ever get to being an astronaut,” he said, referring to 
his childhood aspirations. 

With a vertical flight under his belt, Sorenson said he 
feels “immensely lucky” to get the opportunity to fly in a 
state-of-the-art Naval aircraft. Only about 50 people a year 
who aren’t a part of the Blue Angels fleet are offered a flight, 
and that’s usually only after building a relationship with the 
Navy. 

Lt. Anthony Cole, the Navy’s recruiting officer for the 
entire state of South Dakota, said he nominated the Augustana 
professor for the flight, called the Center of Influence flight, 
because Sorenson has spent the bulk of his teaching career 
exposing his students to jobs in the military. 

“As an instructor at Augustana in the math department, 
Tim has a lot of students he talks to on a daily basis about 
career opportunities in the military,” Cole said. 

He said the COI flights reward members of the public for 
helping direct people toward careers in the armed forces. 

“I have to travel a lot and get to all the colleges, so it’s 
good to have those people in our contact list because they’re 
very influential on students and let them know their options,” 
he said. 

Having one of its professors in the air with the fleet also is 
an honor for Augustana, said Rick Tupper, director of campus 
safety for the college. 

“Any time you have the opportunity to ride in a 
multimillion dollar supersonic fighter jet is an opportunity, so 
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for Dr. Sorenson it’s a huge honor for him,” said Tupper, also 
a Sioux Falls Air Show executive board member. “And 
Augustana is certainly proud of him.” 

But not all Center of Influence nominees are able to take a 
flight, even if they’re selected. Because of the sheer power of 
the jets, selected nominees undergo a full physical 
examination before getting final OK to take to the air. 

To prepare for the endeavor, Sorenson said he started 
exercising regularly and lost 15 pounds in the months leading 
up to the flight. 

After Wednesday’s thrill ride, he was glad he did. 
“I used to be a wrestler, so it was like I wrestled a full 

match,” he said. 
View Clip 
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42. Students’ Robots Compete Underwater 
15th International RoboSub Competition underway in Point Loma 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 19 JUL 12) ... Nathan Max 

POINT LOMA — There will be some tense moments this 
weekend for more than 200 engineering students when it’s 
finally time to put their robotic submarines to the test. 

Teams from 29 universities, technical schools and high 
schools from 10 countries will place their devices in the water, 
flip the switch and cross their collective fingers, hoping their 
subs will successfully navigate the Navy’s obstacle course. 
Because once the robots are in the water, there’s nothing more 
the students can do but watch and hope for the best. 

It’s all part of the 15th International RoboSub 
Competition, which runs through Sunday at the Space and 
Naval Warfare Systems Center Pacific’s massive pool in Point 
Loma. At stake: Bragging rights. Up to $20,000. And, perhaps 
more importantly, potential job opportunities for the American 
competitors. 

Engineering students, including those from San Diego 
City College and San Diego Mesa College, have created 
autonomous underwater vehicles that will be presented with a 
complicated mission. Once the robots are in the water, they 
cannot be assisted in any way. 

The stated goal of the event is to challenge a new 
generation of engineers to design and build autonomous 
underwater vehicles capable of performing realistic missions. 

The robots must complete their missions in the 300-by-
200-foot pool without any communication or control from a 
person or off-board computer. The pool, 38 feet deep and 
containing six million gallons of water, is designed to simulate 
real ocean conditions. 

“They have to mimic the behaviors that the Navy is trying 
to develop in its underwater vehicles,” said Daryl Davidson, 
the executive director AUVSI Foundation, which co-sponsors 
the competition. “This is really pretty difficult stuff that the 
public doesn’t understand.” 

The first elements in the course are vision-based, 
Davidson said. The vehicles are equipped with cameras and 
must navigate around the obstacles in the course. When they 
do, they encounter acoustic-based obstacles. 

To get around those, the robots generally need sonar 
equipment. 

“We don’t expect any team to complete the whole 
course,” Davidson said. “It’s doable, but you have to have a 
very technologically advanced sub and a well-organized 
team.” 

This year’s field comes from all over the planet, some at 
considerable expense. 

The defending champions are Canadian. Montreal-based 
École de Technologie Supérieure not only won last year’s 
competition, it also recently won a similar event in Italy. 
Teams from Cornell University and the University of Florida 
are expected to be in title contention based on previous years’ 
performances. 

Kevin Larose, who has been on the École de Technologie 
Supérieure team for five years, said his squad expects a tough 
challenge. 

“Everyone is expecting us to be very strong,” said Larose, 
26, who serves as team captain. “We know the teams that were 
second, third and fourth last year have been working very, 
very hard. When they say we are the team to beat, we don’t 
disagree with them, but we don’t take winning for granted.” 

The competition is free and open to the public. The pool 
and free parking is located on Catalina Boulevard, near the 
Cabrillo National Monument. 

The event is hosted by the Navy, which is interested in the 
technology, wants to hire some of the competition’s top 
American talent and hopes to increase its educational outreach 
with regard to science and technology programs, SPAWAR 
spokesman Jim Fallin said. 

There are six schools in all from California, including one 
high school. Besides San Diego City College and San Diego 
Mesa College, the University of California Irvine, University 
of Southern California, Mount San Antonio College and 
Amador Valley High School are entered in the event. 

One team from India, Bangalore Robotics, had to drop out 
because the participants couldn’t secure visas in time, 
Davidson said. 

San Diego City College engineering student Jose 
Sermeno, who captains the team and is competing for the 
second straight year, said his group is shooting for a top-eight 
finish after placing 15th last year. At City College, robotics is 
a team, class and club, he said. 

This year, the group spent about $4,000 on their device, 
which Sermeno, 31, said is far less than what some of the 
other teams can spend. 

“It’s exciting to be able to compete at the same caliber of 
the other machines, spending a fraction of the money,” he 
said. “Other teams are extremely impressed by what we’re 
able to do.” 

Broadcast Clip - Underwater Robotics Program 
(XETV CW SAN DIEGO 19 JUL 12) Marc Bailey 
SeaPerch Student Competition 
View Clip (RT: 6:13) 
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43. Washington Governor Visits NBK, Tours Proposed Hood Canal Mitigation Sites 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 19 JUL 12) MASS COMMUNICATION SPECIALIST 2ND CLASS (SW/AW) ... Scott A. McCall, Navy Public 
Affairs Support Element West, Det. Northwest 

BIG QUILCENE RIVER, Wash. -- The governor of 
Washington State visited Naval Base Kitsap Bangor and 
embarked U.S. Coast Guard Cutter USCGC Sea Devil (WPB 
87368) to participate in a tour of proposed mitigation sites 
along Hood Canal, July 18. 

The visit was part of Gov. Christine Gregoire's Fishable, 
Dig-able, Swimmable tour with the Puget Sound Partnership 
for the Hood Canal Watershed Mitigation. 

The Hood Canal proposed mitigation projects are part of a 
new program for the Navy called in-lieu-fee (ILF) that was 
approved July 6, and is expected to bring millions of federal 
dollars to environmental restoration projects in Hood Canal. 

"I appreciate the Navy stepping up with the Puget Sound 
Partnership to create a whole new way to do business," said 
Gregoire. "And a new way to mitigate the environmental 
effects to restore the entire canal." 

ILF will allow prospective developers to pay into a pool, 
instead of restoring their own mitigation project. This program 
will allow developers working along Hood Canal to pay into a 
fund and know the money is going to the mitigation project 
with the greatest possibility of success. 

"Rather than trying to mitigate each development project 
one by one, someone who needs to build a dock or bridge 
would pay into a new fund and could be quickly issued a 
permit," said Gregoire. 

The Hood Canal Coordinating Council is responsible for 
administering ILF funds to mitigation projects within the 
Hood Canal ecosystem. 

"They are a [Non-Governmental Organization] that is 
going to hold this piece together," said Martha Kongsgaard, 
chair of leadership council for the Puget Sound Partnership. 
"They are uniquely situated because it is a conglomeration of 
public, private, federal, state and tribal communities that have 
come together to decide what is needed in this watershed." 

The money in the ILF fund will go through the council's 
filter to ensure that the whole project is easier on everyone, 
especially the developers, said Kongsgaard. 

"The [ILF] program realizes a couple of realities," said 
Kongsgaard. "One is that development and human contact and 
impact, is going to happen and has been happening. Second is 
that compensatory mitigation, regulatory mitigation for 
impacts has been going on for a long time, and the sad fact is 
that it has not worked." 

Capt. Chris LaPlatney, commanding officer, Naval 
Facilities Engineering Command Northwest (NAVFAC) said 
the ILF program would provide the Navy with the best 
ecological solution to mitigations associated with 
environmental projects. 

"It would allow us to focus our limited resources on the 
best projects in these program areas, and at the same time it 
would enable us to focus on our core competency, which is 
national defense," said LaPlatney. 

LaPlatney said ILF is going to be a great program to 
provide the best environmental stewardship for the impacts of 
Navy projects. 

"I do believe it's going to pay big dividends with the 
environmental resource and natural resource here in the Puget 
Sound," LaPlatney said. 

The money flowing through the fund could be used to 
finance a variety of environmental projects such as the salmon 
habitat restoration throughout Hood Canal, bulkhead removal, 
or shoreline improvements to restore salmon, said Gregoire. 

This area has always been blessed with a great abundance 
of natural resources and the varieties that we have in this 
ecosystem, said Joseph Pavel, vice chairman of the Skokomish 
Tribal Council. 

"We have all historically relied on these resources, which 
are all still vital to our tribe for our cultural, spiritual, and 
mental well-being," said Pavel. 

Pavel said the tribe welcomes the Navy as a partner in the 
mitigation projects along the watershed of Hood Canal and 
maintaining area ecosystems. 

"I think we all serve to benefit from that. It goes to show 
you what we can all accomplish when we're working toward a 
common goal," said Pavel. 

Also involved in the ILF mitigation program were the 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and the S'Klallam Tribe of Port 
Gamble, Wash. 

Hood Canal is a natural waterway and a fjord along the 
western part of Washington. It is one of four main basins of 
the Puget Sound area. 

"I am proud of the partnership's innovative work to save 
Hood Canal and assure our children and grandchildren will be 
catching fish in the decades to come," said Gregoire. 
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44. Links To USS Miami Fire Explored 
Investigators looking at subsequent small blaze, pulling of alarm nearby 
(NEW LONDON DAY 20 JUL 12) ... Jennifer McDermott 

The Naval Criminal Investigative Service has not ruled 
out the possibility of a connection between the large blaze that 
severely damaged the USS Miami, a small fire that later broke 
out near the submarine and a fire alarm that was pulled. 

NCIS spokesman Ed Buice said that while the ongoing 
investigation has not found evidence that suggests the three 
incidents are related, "that possibility cannot be eliminated at 
this time." 

The Groton-based Miami (SSN 755) was in a dry dock at 
the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard for maintenance and upgrades 

when it caught fire at 5:41 p.m. May 23 and burned until 3:30 
a.m. the next day. 

The fire, which caused more than $400 million in 
damages, started in a vacuum cleaner used to clean the work 
site at the end of a shift, preliminary findings show. 

NCIS is offering a $5,000 reward for information about 
either the small fire outside the Miami in the dry dock at about 
7 p.m. on June 16 or the fire alarm that was pulled in the same 
general vicinity at about 11 p.m. June 19. The June 16 fire was 
immediately extinguished with a hand-held fire extinguisher. 
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"The goal of the ongoing investigations into the USS 
Miami fire is to determine conclusively how and why it 
occurred and to be able to prove that there was - or just as 
importantly that there was not - any intentional wrongdoing or 
criminal activity," Buice said in a statement Thursday. 

Buice said he could not discuss any additional details 
about the investigation. 

The Navy has asked Congress to add $220 million to the 
operations and maintenance budget for emergent and 
unfunded ship repairs, which will be used to continue the 
repairs on the Miami. The Navy is also investigating options 

to pay for the additional repair costs once it receives funding 
from the 2013 fiscal year spending bill, according Lt. 
Courtney Hillson, a Navy spokeswoman. 

Extensive engineering assessments are still ongoing to 
determine the full cost to restore the submarine, Hillson added, 
and cost estimates will continue to be refined as more data is 
gathered. 

NCIS launched a new hotline last year to receive 
anonymous crime tips via text or an online form. To submit a 
tip, visit 
www.ncis.navy.mil/contactus/pages/reportacrime.aspx. 
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45. Troops In Uniform Cleared To March In Gay Pride Parade 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 19 JUL 12) ... Julie Watson 

CAMP PENDLETON, Calif. -- The Defense Department 
on Thursday announced it is allowing service members to 
march in uniform in a gay pride parade for the first time in 
U.S. history. 

In a memorandum sent to all its branches, the department 
said it was making the allowance for San Diego’s Gay Pride 
Parade on Saturday even though its policy generally bars 
troops from marching in uniform in parades. 

The Defense Department said it did so because organizers 
had encouraged military personnel to march in their uniform 
and the event was getting national attention. 

The move came only weeks after the Pentagon joined the 
rest of the U.S. government for the first time in marking June 
as gay pride month and made an official salute to gay and 
lesbian service members. 

Defense Secretary Leon Panetta vowed in a video 
message to remove as many barriers as possible to making the 
military a model of equal opportunity and said gays and 
lesbians can be proud in uniform with the repeal last year of 
the “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” law. 

Last year, San Diego’s Gay Pride Parade had the nation’s 
largest contingency of active-duty troops participate before the 
military lifted its ban on openly gay service members. About 
200 service members last year wore T-shirts with their 
branch’s name. 

Former Sailor Sean Sala, who organized the military’s 
participation in the parade, said he wanted service members to 
wear their official uniform this year to show there is no longer 
anything to hide. 

“My soul is on fire,” he said after hearing the news 
Thursday. “They don’t fight in T-shirts. They fight in 
uniforms. This is about showing who they are.” 

The Pentagon said the allowance is only for this year’s 
parade in San Diego and does not extend beyond that. Military 
personnel wearing civilian clothes do not need permission to 
march in any parades. 

The Defense Department policy says personnel cannot 
march in parades in uniform unless they receive approval from 
their commanding ofiicers or other Pentagon-approved 
authorities. 

Sala believes there will be no going back after Saturday. 
He said he has reached his dream in seeing the U.S. military 
sanction participation in a gay pride parade, as the armed 
forces have done in Canada and Great Britain, 

Uniformed soldiers in those countries have marched down 
the streets of Toronto and London next to scantily clad men, 
drag queens and civil rights activists. 

“I think across the country we will start seeing active-duty 
members in uniform march in pride parades,” Sala said. 

San Diego Pride Executive Director Dwayne Crenshaw 
called it an historic moment. 

“San Diego Pride is honored to have the privilege of 
celebrating our country and our service members with dignity 
and respect,” he said. “The fight for equality is not over, and it 
is not easy, but this is a giant leap in the right direction.” 

Before Thursday, several service members wanting to 
participate in San Diego’s parade were told they could not do 
so in uniform. Others were granted permission by their 
commanding officers. 

“I think many people thought after ‘Don’t Ask, Don’t 
Tell’ was gone, discriminatory things would be eradicated,” 
Sala said. “But now these parades have become a very sticky 
subject as far as commanders using their own discretion 
because they are showing either a bias toward a pride parade, 
or the right view, which this is about recognizing who people 
are.” 

Before the repeal, gay troops could serve but could be 
discharged if they revealed their sexual orientation. At the 
same time, a commanding officer was prohibited from asking 
a service member whether he or she was gay. 

More than 300 service members have signed up to 
participate this year in the San Diego parade. It was unclear 
how many will wear their uniform. 

The Defense Department said in its message to the service 
members that they should adhere to policy regarding behavior 
while wearing their uniforms. 

Service members in uniform cannot appear to endorse or 
selectively benefit groups or individuals, provide a platform 
for a political message, or appear to be commercially 
sponsored. They also must ensure their presence in uniform is 
not intended to increase sales and business traffic. 

Air Force Officer Joanna Gasca was among those who 
risked marching last year in a T-shirt. Her commanding officer 
had given her permission to do so this year before Thursday’s 
memorandum was issued. 

“It was absolutely thrilling last year to walk down the 
street,” the 47-year-old Air Force recruiter said. “But this year 
— to be able to march in uniform — wow! I’m speechless.” 
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46. U.S. Osprey Aircraft To Arrive at Iwakuni Base Mon. Amid Opposition 
Osprey To Arrive in Iwakuni 23 Jul, Will 'Not Be Flown' Until Safety Confirmed 
(KYODO NEWS 20 JUL 12) 

IWAKUNI, Japan -- The Defense Ministry notified local 
authorities on Friday that Osprey military transport aircraft 
will arrive at a U.S. military base in Iwakuni, Yamaguchi 
Prefecture, on Monday, but that they would not be flown until 
their safety is confirmed. 

Iwakuni Mayor Yoshihiko Fukuda expressed regret over 
the central government's decision to let the controversial 
deployment to Japan proceed despite mounting local 
opposition, and asked Prime Minister Yoshihiko Noda's 
government to do its utmost to stop the process. 

The notification comes as the United States intends to 
bring the U.S. Marine Corps' MV-22 tilt-rotor aircraft to the 
Marine's Iwakuni Air Station for test flights before eventually 
deploying them to the Futenma Air Station in Okinawa 
Prefecture. 

Local governments and many residents in Yamaguchi and 
Okinawa oppose the Osprey deployment in the wake of recent 
crashes of the aircraft in Morocco and Florida. Conclusive 
findings from the probe into the crashes have yet to be 
disclosed. 

"A civilian cargo ship loaded with Osprey aircraft will 
arrive at the Iwakuni base and they will be unloaded on 
Monday," Masayoshi Tatsumi, head of the ministry's regional 
bureau, told Fukuda at a meeting in Iwakuni. 

Tatsumi said that while the aircraft may undergo engine 
maintenance on the ground, "The U.S. government has told us 
that it will refrain from flight operations in Japan until their 

safety is confirmed again." Fukuda said, "It's very 
disappointing that the deep feelings of the locals did not affect 
the government. I want the state to do its utmost to stop the 
(deployment) process." In Tokyo, Defense Minister Satoshi 
Morimoto indicated that the central government intends to 
seek acceptance from the local governments for the Osprey 
deployment, telling a news conference, "We will continue to 
give explanations to Yamaguchi Prefecture and Iwakuni City 
at appropriate times." It will be the first time the MV-22 
aircraft have been brought into Japan since the U.S. military 
began operating the aircraft in earnest in the late 2000s, 
according to the ministry. 

The U.S. military will replace its aging CH-46 helicopters 
with the Ospreys at the Futenma base, which is situated in a 
crowded residential area in Ginowan, Okinawa. Osprey flight 
operations are expected to be in full swing in October. 

Noda has recently said the government has no choice but 
to accept the U.S. plan to deploy the Osprey aircraft. 

But the central government's stance to stay in line with the 
U.S. plan has sparked criticism from some lawmakers even in 
the ruling camp that Noda has underestimated growing 
concerns about the safety of the aircraft. 

Early this month, a civilian cargo ship carrying the first 
12 Ospreys set sail from San Diego for Iwakuni, but the local 
governments and communities hosting the Iwakuni and 
Futenma bases have continued to urge the central government 
to refuse it entry. 
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47. Guam To Get Section 30 Funds From Rotational Marines 
(PACIFIC DAILY NEWS (GUAM) 20 JUL 12) 

An agreement has been signed between the Department of 
Defense and the Internal Revenue Service that ensures Section 
30 payments are collected from rotational Marines on Guam, 
announced Deputy Defense Secretary Ashton Carter during 
his recent visit to the island. 

This formalizes a DOD announcement earlier this year 
that the government of Guam will be able to receive Section 
30 reimbursements for Marines whether part of a rotational 
unit or permanently stationed on island. 

Guam collects Section 30 funding for every military 
member living here to offset their income taxes, which are 
paid off island. This amounted to $52 million in 2010 and is 
expected to increase with the buildup. 

Carter made the announcement during his visit with local 
officials, according to Guam Delegate Madeleine Bordallo. 

"This announcement codifies a previous announcement 
and addresses a key concern I had raised about the financial 
impact the revised agreement would have on Guam," Bordallo 
said. 

During his stay in Guam, Carter attended a dinner at 
Government House with Gov. Eddie Calvo and Bordallo. He 
was also scheduled to meet with other local officials, tour U.S. 
military facilities and discuss progress on new military 
construction, according to the Defense Department. 

“Guam has become an important strategic hub for the U.S 
military in the Western Pacific,” Carter stated earlier this 
week, according to the Defense Department. 

“I appreciate that Deputy Secretary of Defense Carter 
took the time to visit Guam and see first-hand the strategic 
importance of Guam to our national security in the Asia-
Pacific region,” said Bordallo in a statement. 

Bordallo said she and Calvo had a productive discussion 
with Carter on a host of issues regarding the realignment of 
Marines to Guam. 

"We also raised the importance of convening an 
interagency meeting in the near term between DOD, 
(Department of Homeland Security) and other federal 
stakeholders to address legitimate security concerns and 
finally implement visa free travel for Chinese visitors," 
Bordallo said. 

During his Asia-Pacific tour, Carter told troops in Hawaii 
earlier this week that he will follow the course set by President 
Barack Obama, Defense Secretary Leon E. Panetta, and 
Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton on previous visits 
to the region. 

That course involves the United States working to build 
military capability in partner nations that will serve to enhance 
stability in the region, Carter said. The security of the United 
States and other Asia-Pacific nations rests on the partnerships, 
alliances and friendships that link those nations, he added. 
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NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
48. Vice Admiral James W. Houck Joins Penn State Law 
(PENN STATE UNIVERSITY 16 JUL 12) ... Dickinson School of Law 

Vice Admiral James W. Houck, who is about to retire 
from his position as the 41st Judge Advocate General (JAG) 
of the U.S. Navy, will join the faculty of Penn State University 
Dickinson School of Law. Houck plans to focus his teaching 
and scholarship on international and national security law as 
well as maritime law and policy. 

“It’s a great privilege to have the Judge Advocate General 
come to Penn State Law,” said Law School Dean Philip J. 
McConnaughay. “Admiral Houck’s leadership experience as 
well as his expertise in international maritime law and policy 
will significantly enhance our integrated approach to law and 
international affairs.” 

As the Judge Advocate General, Houck served as the 
principal military legal counsel to the Secretary of the Navy 
and Chief of Naval Operations and led the 2,300 attorneys, 
enlisted legal staff, and civilian employees which comprise the 
worldwide Navy JAG Corps. He also served as the 
Department of Defense Representative for Ocean Policy 
Affairs and oversaw the Department of the Navy’s military 
justice system. 

Houck has lectured at numerous law schools including 
Penn State over the past several years addressing issues in 
international and national security law as well as the role of 
military lawyers. “I have been impressed by the national and 
international character of the students and faculty at Penn 
State Law,” Houck said. “Penn State’s decision to co-locate 
the School of International Affairs and the Law School has 
created great synergy for both schools and I look forward to 
joining this dynamic environment. “ 

After graduating from the U.S. Naval Academy, Houck 
qualified as a surface warfare officer aboard a destroyer before 
attending the University of Michigan for his law degree. 
Among his assignments as a Navy JAG, Houck served as 
Deputy Legal Counsel to the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff, and as principal legal counsel to the Commander, U.S. 
Atlantic Fleet, and the Commander, U.S. Naval Forces Central 
Command in Bahrain. Houck also served in the Navy’s Office 
of Legislative Affairs, and has been a Navy prosecutor and 
defense attorney. He holds a Master of Laws degree from 
Georgetown University Law Center. 
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49. ATFP Tips Smartphone App 
(U.S. FLEET FORCES COMMAND BLOG 19 JUL 12) ... Adm. J.C. Harvey, Jr. 

As part of our increased focus on our Anti-Terrorism / 
Force Protection (ATFP) mission over the past three years, 
Fleet Forces recently released a smartphone application that 
gives our Sailors (and any other user) the ability to 
anonymously report an illegal or suspicious activity directly 
from his or her handset. 

Below are a few of the key features of this app: 

 Users communicate directly with NCIS through a 
secure encrypted SSL socket connection 

 No personally identified information is ever obtained 
or stored regarding the device 

 Users anonymously report what they have observed 
or their suspicion 

 Users can attach pictures 

 Reports are sent to the Naval Criminal Investigative 
Service (NCIS) for investigation and action 

 User remains anonymous while communicating back-
and-forth with NCIS 

 Users can reply with the word STOP to immediately 
break the connection 

 Users can enter ‘free text’ and not be restricted to 
drop-down menu choices 

The ATFP Tips application is free for everyone and can 
be downloaded and installed directly to your iPhone or 
Android. Once you have the app on your phone, you can map 
all your reports to NCIS by selecting the “Federal/Military” 
option and then clicking on “NCIS.” After you complete these 
steps, you’ll have all the reporting features I listed above. 

As we’ve discussed in the past, effective ATFP requires 
participation from everyone (“if you see something, say 
something”). This app provides our Sailors with a simple, yet 
very effective way to actually make a difference at no cost to 
themselves but the time it takes to make the call. 
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50. Panetta Orders Pentagon To Monitor Media For Information Leaks 
(REUTERS 19 JUL 12) ... David Alexander and Donna Smith 

WASHINGTON -- Defense Secretary Leon Panetta 
ordered senior Pentagon officials on Thursday to begin 
monitoring major U.S. news media for disclosures of 
classified information in an effort to stop the release of 
government secrets after a series of high-profile leaks. 

The announcement came hours after Panetta and other 
senior defense officials appeared before a closed-door hearing 
of the House of Representatives Armed Services Committee to 
discuss recent disclosures of classified security information. 

Reports about U.S. cyber warfare against Iran, procedures 
for targeting militants with drones and a double agent who 
penetrated a militant group in Yemen have angered U.S. 
lawmakers. Some have charged the leaks were timed to 
benefit President Barack Obama's re-election bid. 

Representative Buck McKeon, the Republican chairman 
of the House panel, told a news conference later that he did 
not believe the Pentagon was behind the leaks and that Panetta 
and the other officials were taking the issue seriously. 
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"Both the chairman and I were very convinced that 
Secretary Panetta and all of the folks at the Pentagon are 
taking it seriously, are trying to mitigate the damages and 
prevent it in the future," said Adam Smith, the top Democrat 
on the panel. 

Panetta, Army General Martin Dempsey, the top 
uniformed military officer, and chief Pentagon lawyer Jeh 
Johnson appeared before the committee to answer questions. 
McKeon said they agreed the recent leaks had caused damage, 
but did not elaborate. 

In addition to the media monitoring ordered by Panetta, 
the Pentagon said it had taken a number of other steps in 
recent months to improve information security. 

The measures included improved training for handling 
classified information, the publication of a manual with clear 
instructions on what constitutes an unauthorized disclosure 
and the creation of an online security incident reporting 
system. 

"The department is continuously improving its security 
posture and overall capability to prevent unauthorized 
disclosures," the Pentagon said in a statement disclosing the 
recent security changes. 

McKeon said the House panel was "concerned about the 
leaks that have come out over the years and accelerated, it 
seems, over the last few months." 

Although he said he did not believe the Pentagon was the 
source of the most recent leaks, McKeon declined to comment 
on speculation the White House was responsible. 

Senator John McCain, Obama's Republican opponent in 
the 2008 presidential election, has suggested some of the leaks 
may have been calculated to boost the Democratic president's 
re-election efforts - a charge the White House emphatically 
denies. 

Pentagon Press Secretary George Little told a briefing on 
Thursday that Panetta, Dempsey and members of the House 
committee were of one mind about the leaks. 

"The unauthorized disclosure of classified information is 
truly disturbing," he said. "It's of concern to the secretary, and 
I think members on the Hill express similar concern. And the 
secretary is clearly prepared to try to address the problem 
inside the department." 

McKeon said the U.S. government was "actually doing 
pretty good" in handling its secrets, given the fact that 4 
million people had some form of classified clearance. 
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51. Long Legal Process Frustrates Families Of USS Cole Victims 
Want military trial for attack mastermind 
(WASHINGTON TIMES 19 JUL 12) ... Kristina Wong 

GUANTANAMO BAY, CUBA — Nearly 12 years after 
al Qaeda terrorists killed his son, Jesse Nieto still has a 
bumper sticker on his car that reads: “Remember the Cole.” 

This week, he traveled to the U.S. Navy base here with 
about a dozen other relatives of the 17 Sailors killed in the 
attack on the USS Cole on Oct. 12, 2000, to witness a three-
day pre-trial hearing in the case of the man accused of plotting 
the assault. Thirty-nine others were injured. 

Mr. Nieto said the bumper sticker is one way to let others 
know of the sacrifice his 24-year-old son, Petty Officer 2nd 
Class Marc Nieto, made in what would be the opening days of 
the war on terrorism. 

“I’ve had it on there since 2000. Every so often somebody 
will run by it, and they’ll say, ‘Get over it. It’s been 10, 12 
years, get over it.’ You don’t bury your youngest child,” he 
said. 

Abd Al Rahim Hussayn Mohammad Al Nashiri, a 47-
year-old Saudi of Yemeni descent, is accused of 
masterminding the attack against the Cole, which was 
refueling off the coast of Yemen when two men dressed in 
civilian clothing sailed up to the destroyer in an explosives-
packed boat and rammed it. 

There was no military response to the attack, and legal 
proceedings have been slow. The families of the Cole crew are 
fighting to make sure Al Nashiri faces a full military trial, four 
years after he was first charged and 10 years after he was 
arrested. 

“Petty Officer Kevin Rucks was my son. Is my son,” said 
Saundra Rux Flanagan of Bridgeport, W.Va. “As far as I’m 
concerned, he’s always in my heart and he’ll never die.” 

He was 30 when he died. 
“It has taken us a long time to get to this point,” she 

added. “It might take us a long time to get to court. To the 

final trial. But we’ll be there, we’ll be there waiting and 
watching, listening and praying for the best outcome.” 

Al Nashiri was arrested in 2002, and detained and 
interrogated by the CIA until 2006, when he was sent to 
Guantanamo Bay. He was first charged in June 2008. 

In 2009, the Obama administration dropped the charges 
and attempted to try Al Nashiri in federal civilian court. 
Congress blocked funds that would enable that to happen, and 
the military commissions systems underwent another rewrite. 

The charges against Al Nashiri were renewed in 2011. 
Now, Al Nashiri’s trial is scheduled for November, but it 

could be delayed until the spring or summer of 2014. About 
100 motions, a majority filed by the defense, will need to be 
addressed by the judge before the case goes to trial. 

The case is a test of the military commissions system and 
is the first capital case since the system was reformed in 2009. 

Critics say the motions are a delaying tactic, but the 
defense says the motions are necessary to address basic issues 
of how the case will be tried because of the lack of history for 
cases tried under military commissions. 

Chief prosecutor Brig. Gen. Mark Martins defended the 
military commissions system, comparing the hearing to one 
comparable under federal civilian court. 

During the hearing this week, chief judge Army Col. 
James Pohl ruled on fewer than one-fourth of the motions. The 
next hearing for Al Nashiri is scheduled for the end of 
October. 

As far as the families and survivors are concerned, the 
procedural issues are necessary to get to a trial date, but they 
are still frustrated by the legal process. 

“I heard a lot of things about Nashiri’s rights,” Joe Pelley, 
a senior chief petty officer who survived the attack. 

“Personally I don’t care about his rights, because he 
didn’t care about our rights … He didn’t care that he 
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masterminded this whole operation to blow up, in my opinion, innocent people.” 
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OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
52. Taking The Cyberattack Threat Seriously 
In a future conflict, an adversary unable to match our military supremacy on the battlefield might seek to 
exploit our computer vulnerabilities here at home. 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 20 JUL 12) ... Barack Obama 

Last month I convened an emergency meeting of my 
cabinet and top homeland security, intelligence and defense 
officials. Across the country trains had derailed, including one 
carrying industrial chemicals that exploded into a toxic cloud. 
Water treatment plants in several states had shut down, 
contaminating drinking water and causing Americans to fall 
ill. 

Our nation, it appeared, was under cyber attack. Unknown 
hackers, perhaps a world away, had inserted malicious 
software into the computer networks of private-sector 
companies that operate most of our transportation, water and 
other critical infrastructure systems. 

Fortunately, last month's scenario was just a simulation—
an exercise to test how well federal, state and local 
governments and the private sector can work together in a 
crisis. But it was a sobering reminder that the cyber threat to 
our nation is one of the most serious economic and national 
security challenges we face. 

So far, no one has managed to seriously damage or 
disrupt our critical infrastructure networks. But foreign 
governments, criminal syndicates and lone individuals are 
probing our financial, energy and public safety systems every 
day. Last year, a water plant in Texas disconnected its control 
system from the Internet after a hacker posted pictures of the 
facility's internal controls. More recently, hackers penetrated 
the networks of companies that operate our natural-gas 
pipelines. Computer systems in critical sectors of our 
economy—including the nuclear and chemical industries—are 
being increasingly targeted. 

It doesn't take much to imagine the consequences of a 
successful cyber attack. In a future conflict, an adversary 
unable to match our military supremacy on the battlefield 
might seek to exploit our computer vulnerabilities here at 
home. Taking down vital banking systems could trigger a 
financial crisis. The lack of clean water or functioning 
hospitals could spark a public health emergency. And as we've 
seen in past blackouts, the loss of electricity can bring 
businesses, cities and entire regions to a standstill. 

This is the future we have to avoid. That's why my 
administration has made cybersecurity a priority, including 
proposing legislation to strengthen our nation's digital 
defenses. It's why Congress must pass comprehensive 
cybersecurity legislation. 

We all know what needs to happen. We need to make it 
easier for the government to share threat information so 
critical-infrastructure companies are better prepared. We need 
to make it easier for these companies—with reasonable 
liability protection—to share data and information with 
government when they're attacked. And we need to make it 

easier for government, if asked, to help these companies 
prevent and recover from attacks. 

Yet simply sharing more information is not enough. 
Ultimately, this is about security gaps that have to be filled. To 
their credit, many of these companies have boosted their cyber 
defenses. But many others have not, with some lacking even 
the most basic protection: a good password. That puts public 
safety and our national security at risk. 

The American people deserve to know that companies 
running our critical infrastructure meet basic, commonsense 
cybersecurity standards, just as they already meet other 
security requirements. Nuclear power plants must have fences 
and defenses to thwart a terrorist attack. Water treatment 
plants must test their water regularly for contaminants. 
Airplanes must have secure cockpit doors. We all understand 
the need for these kinds of physical security measures. It 
would be the height of irresponsibility to leave a digital 
backdoor wide open to our cyber adversaries. 

This approach stays true to our values as a society that 
cherishes free enterprise and the rights of the individual. 
Cybersecurity standards would be developed in partnership 
between government and industry. For the majority of critical 
infrastructure companies already meeting these standards, 
nothing more would be expected. Companies needing to 
upgrade their security would have the flexibility to decide how 
best to do so using the wide range of innovative products and 
services available in the marketplace. Moreover, our approach 
protects the privacy and civil liberties of the American people. 
Indeed, I will veto any bill that lacks strong privacy and civil-
liberties protections. 

This is exactly the kind of responsible, collaborative 
approach to an urgent national-security challenge that 
Americans expect but that Washington too rarely provides. It 
reflects the insights and ideas of industry and civil libertarians. 
It is sponsored by a bipartisan group of senators. It is 
supported by current and former homeland security, 
intelligence and defense leaders from both Republican and 
Democratic administrations. 

Today we can see the cyber threat to the networks upon 
which so much of our modern American lives depend. We 
have the opportunity—and the responsibility—to take action 
now and stay a step ahead of our adversaries. For the sake of 
our national and economic security, I urge the Senate to pass 
the Cybersecurity Act of 2012 and Congress to send me 
comprehensive legislation so I can sign it into law. 

It's time to strengthen our defenses against this growing 
danger. 

Mr. Obama is president of the United States. 
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53. Pentagon And Contractors Need To Plan For Budget Warfare 
(BLOOMBERG VIEW 18 JUL 12) ... Editorial 

The House’s near-unanimous passage yesterday of a bill 
requiring the White House to explain how it will make the 
severe budget cuts mandated by last summer’s debt-ceiling 
pact was a pleasant exhibition of bipartisan common sense. 

The White House, which has been scandalously silent on 
the issue, needs to tell the public and lawmakers what it has in 
mind should so-called sequestration take place after this year. 
In no realm is clarity more urgent than military spending. 

First, let’s be clear: The $109 billion in mandatory 
spending cuts due to take place in 2013, a requirement agreed 
to in last year’s debt-ceiling deal, would be a disaster. 
Combined with the end of the George W. Bush-era tax cuts 
and expiration of a payroll-tax reduction, the cuts would 
knock 3 percent off U.S. economic growth next year, 
according to a Bloomberg News survey of economists. And 
the blame for reaching this “fiscal cliff” belongs squarely to 
Congress, which failed to reach a compromise after last 
summer’s deal on the debt ceiling. 

As the presidential campaign has intensified and 
congressional Republicans and Democrats play chicken over 
whether the Bush cuts should be furthered for all taxpayers or 
just those earning less than a certain amount, discussion of 
legislation to put off sequestration has stagnated. With the cliff 
still looming, the civilian and military agencies that would be 
devastated by sequestration, to the tune of $1.2 trillion over a 
decade, need to make contingency plans. 

No Planning 
Consider the Pentagon’s bind. According to an analysis 

by Bloomberg Government, military spending on operations, 
procurement, research and construction must be trimmed by 
12 percent, or $54.7 billion, on Jan. 2, 2013. Over 10 years, 
the department must cut as much as 15 percent of non-exempt 
budget items (personnel costs such as payroll will apparently 
be spared the knife). Oddly, Defense Secretary Leon Panetta 
has repeatedly said he is “not planning” for sequestration; 
Jeffrey Zients, the acting director of the Office of 
Management and Budget, says he isn’t coordinating 
sequestration planning with other agencies. This might be a 
bluff, but if they are assuming sequestration will be put off 
they are betting the nation’s security on the functionality of a 
Congress that has proved dysfunctional time and again. 

It was proper for the House, which is also debating the 
2013 military budget this week, to demand action from the 
administration. (The Senate has a similar language included in 
its farm bill.) The Defense Department, however, needs more 

information to do so properly. The Budget Control Act that 
established sequestration is vague on whether trims must be 
carried out evenly across the board or whether the military has 
discretion to make deep cuts in some areas and spare others. It 
would be preferable for OMB to interpret the law in a way that 
gives the Pentagon maximum flexibility, and for Zients to 
make this clear when he appears before the House Armed 
Services Committee, scheduled for Aug. 1. 

Why does the military need latitude in making cuts? Each 
additional program that needs modification makes it that much 
more difficult for managers and contractors involved with a 
giant entity such as the Defense Department to assess effects 
and prioritize spending. Eliminating or putting off fewer, 
larger targets can achieve budget savings more cleanly. And 
plenty of big-money projects deserve reconsideration -- even 
if sequestration is put off. Lockheed Martin Corp.’s (LMT) F-
35 fighter plane and the Ford-class Supercarrier, built by 
Huntington Ingalls Industries Inc., come to mind. 

Shared Sacrifice 
There will be objections to this big-ticket approach. The 

military, traditionally a culture of shared sacrifice, will be 
hesitant to pick winners and losers. And members of Congress 
whose districts stand to lose jobs will surely balk. But in an 
age of austerity, national defense needs to become leaner and 
smarter. And there is plenty of fat in the military budget that 
needs judicious trimming. 

It’s not only the Pentagon that has to plan ahead -- 
military contractors face huge obstacles. As most are required 
by law to give 60 days’ notice of impending layoffs, some are 
warning they might send out letters to employees days before 
the November election. (That may be an idle threat, but let’s 
hope it spurs Congress to reach a deal putting off 
sequestration.) In any case, suppliers might need to work out 
contingency contracts with the Pentagon, and smaller 
companies will need to forge survival plans in case the federal 
money spigot gets shut off. 

About the only thing one can find wide bipartisan 
agreement on in Washington these days is that sequestration is 
a disaster that must be avoided. Yet nobody can agree on how 
to do it. Given the uncertainties of a presidential-election year, 
OMB, Congress and the Pentagon -- not to mention the 
civilian agencies also facing huge mandated cuts -- need to let 
the public know quickly whether they have backup plans in 
place. 
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54. Fighting The Stigma 
(TIME 19 JUL 12) ... Bingham C. Jamison 

Financed by the Pentagon and produced by the Institute of 
Medicine, (that influential member of the National Academy 
of Sciences with particular political and legislative sway), a 
400-page report published Friday recommended a broad range 
of PTSD-related initiatives. They include annual PTSD 
screenings for troops returning from combat, and a more 
coordinated approach to supporting those with PTSD between 
the Department of Defense and the Veterans Administration. 

Two factors addressed in the study are cause for concern: 
first off, while 20% of our returning veterans are diagnosed 

with PTSD, barely half of them actually receive treatment; 
secondly, for those that do receive treatment, the DoD and the 
VA aren’t adequately tracking the success of their respective 
treatment programs. Why is it that so few of our men and 
women who return home suffering from PTSD actually seek 
treatment? One word: stigma. 

Despite the efforts by leaders up and down the hierarchy 
within the DoD and the VA to reduce the stigma of seeking 
mental health counseling, there remains a stark perception 
amongst much of our veteran and non-veteran population that 
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seeking mental health services is a sign of weakness and 
dishonor. Many active duty personnel refrain from seeking 
help out of an acute fear of potential repercussions from their 
command, and a strong desire not to become labeled as a 
“head case” by their peers. 

Initiatives such as annual PTSD screenings sound great on 
paper, but until the mindset changes and the stigma of mental 
health counseling fades away, these annual screenings will 
follow what’s referred to in the finance realm as “Garbage In, 
Garbage Out.” In other words, if stigma prevents service 
members from being honest on their PTSD screening 
questionnaires, then any conclusions drawn from those 
surveys will be fundamentally flawed, at best. 

What’s also troubling is the fact that between the DoD 
and the VA, there are a wide array of programs that have been 
developed for treating PTSD. But there is a lack of 
consistency with how these programs are implemented by the 
organizations. There is also, according to the report, 
surprisingly little information regarding the newer, so-called 
innovative treatments such as yoga and acupuncture, and 
whether any of these treatments are actually effective in the 
long run. 

On a positive note, the cornerstone treatment programs 
developed by the VA and supported by robust data, Cognitive 
Processing Therapy (CPT) and Prolonged Exposure Therapy 
(PE), are cited as successful treatments for PTSD. In order to 
effectively lesson PTSD symptoms, each program requires 
months of weekly appointments (and a great deal of 
sometimes excruciating homework for the veteran to complete 
between appointments). In other words, the treatments that 
have been proven effective require a significant commitment 
of time, energy, and fortitude on the part of the veteran and the 
VA alike. 

Recovering from (and treating) PTSD is hard work, 
period. 

Let’s hope that the VA is able to marshal the money and 
the psychologists necessary to treat the flood of veterans 
seeking shelter from PTSD. In the meantime, let us work to 
remove the barriers to getting help, namely stigma, so more 
veterans suffering with PTSD will actually seek the help they 
so desperately need — and deserve. 

Bingham C. Jamison, CFA served four years on active 
duty as an Intelligence Officer in the United States Marine 
Corps (USMC), and served two combat tours in support of 
Operation Iraqi Freedom. 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Navy Plucks 19,000 Pounds Of Weed Out Of Ocean 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 19 JUN 12) ... Nathan Max 

An aircraft carrier group recovered an estimated 19,000 pounds of marijuana that had been dumped into the Pacific Ocean over 
the weekend by three boats off the California coast, the Navy said Tuesday. 

 
2. Three Ships To Deploy Today From Norfolk Naval Station 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 20 JUN 12) ... Corinne Reilly 

NORFOLK -- When thousands of sailors say goodbye to friends and family this morning before departing Norfolk Naval Station 
for the Middle East, it will be the last they see of home until at least March. 

 
3. Sailors, Marines ‘Sailabrated’ Through Volunteering 
Some pitched in monday at transitional housing center 
(BALTIMORE SUN 20 JUN 12) ... Mary Gail Hare 

About 60 sailors and Marines who shipped into Baltimore for Sailabration, the maritime festival marking the bicentennial of the 
War of 1812, combined shore leave with community service. They spent Monday volunteering at the Baltimore Station, a transitional 
housing and counseling center for men, many of whom are veterans. 

 
4. Navy Protects The Midwest, Too 
(QUAD-CITIES (IL) DISPATCH ARGUS 19 JUN 12) ... Anthony Watt 

The Navy's contribution to national defense in the Midwest may not always be highly visible, but America's ocean-going branch 
is trying to showcase what it does for the country. 

 

CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
5. USS Nimitz Coordinates Counter Narcotics Seizure 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 19 JUN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Robert Winn, USS Nimitz Public Affairs 

PACIFIC OCEAN -- The crew of the aircraft carrier USS Nimitz (CVN 68) coordinated efforts with USS Princeton (CG 59), 
Helicopter Sea Combat Squadron (HSC) 6, Helicopter Maritime Squadron (HSM) 75 and the Mexican navy to retrieve 186 bales of 
marijuana, June 16, which were apparently destined for the United States. 

 
6. CVW 11 Commander Reaches 1,000 Traps 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 19 JUN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Robert Winn, USS Nimitz Public Affairs 

USS NIMITZ, At Sea -- Capt. Greg Harris, commander, Carrier Air Wing (CVW) 11, completed his 1,000th carrier arrested 
landing, or trap, aboard the aircraft carrier USS Nimitz (CVN 68) June 18. 

 
7. EOD Fast Rope Aboard USS Enterprise (CVN 65) 
(YOUTUBE 19 JUN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist Seaman Gregory A. Pickett II,U.S. Navy YouTube Channel 

ARABIAN GULF -- U.S. Navy Sailors, assigned to explosive Ordnance Disposal (EOD) Platoon 12-3-1, conduct a fast rope 
exercise from a SH-60 Sea Hawk helicopter, assigned to the "Dragonslayers" of helicopter anti-submarine squadron (HS) 11, during a 
training exercise above the flight deck of the aircraft carrier USS Enterprise (CVN 65). 

 
8. USNS Guam In West Pacific 
(PACIFIC NEWS CENTER (GUAM) 20 JUN 12) ... Kevin Kerrigan 

GUAM -- Navy Under Secretary Robert Work says the tentative plan is for the newly commissioned USNS Guam to operate in 
the western Pacific. 
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9. Close-Air Support Curtailed 
New rules to protect Afghan civilians put ground troops in danger, critics say 
(NAVY TIMES 25 JUN 12) ... Andrew Tilghman 

Ground troops in Afghanistan will have limited access to close-air support when fighting the Taliban under a new tactical 
directive that prohibits U.S. aircraft from bombing residential buildings where insurgents may be hiding. 

 

GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
10. Russian Ship Carrying Helicopters To Syria Turns Back 
(WASHINGTON POST 20 JUN 12) ... Karen DeYoung, 

A Russian ship carrying attack helicopters to the Syrian government turned back toward home Tuesday after its London-based 
insurance carrier canceled coverage, following a warning from the British government that the delivery would violate European Union 
sanctions. 

 
11. Moscow Denies Sending Warship To Syria 
(RIA NOVOSTI 19 JUN 12) 

MOSCOW -- The Russian Defense Ministry denied on Tuesday media reports that it is sending a warship from the Baltic Sea 
Fleet to Syria and it also dismissed reports of upcoming foreign military exercises in the Middle Eastern country. 

 
12. Republic Of Korea Navy Assumes Command Of Combined Task Force 151 
(NAVY NEWS SERVIC 19 JUNE 12) ... Combined Maritime Forces Public Affairs 

MINA SALMON PIER, Bahrain -- Combined Task Force (CTF) 151 (counter-piracy) held a a change of command ceremony 
aboard British Royal Fleet Auxiliary Fort Victoria, June 18. 

 
13. Somali Pirates Weakened But Not Defeated: EU Commander 
EU Wants To Pressure Pirates’ ‘Business Model’ 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 19 JUN 12) ... Julian Hale 

BRUSSELS — The number of successful Somali pirate attacks has fallen but international navies must not drop their guard and 
keep up the pressure, the commander of the EU mission said Tuesday. 

 
14. Kerry Calls For 'Red Lines' On Human Rights As Part Of U.S. Military Dealings With Persian Gulf 
Allies 
(THE HILL 19 JUN 12) ... Julian Pecquet 

The United States should establish “red lines” linking military agreements with Persian Gulf allies to respect for human rights, the 
Senate's top lawmaker on foreign affairs argues in a new report. 

 
15. Navy Plans Missiles For Four Submarines 
Indian Navy Planning To Install Harpoon Anti-Ship Missiles in 4 Submarines 
(INDIAN EXPRESS 20 JUN 12) ... Manu Pubby 

NEW DELHI -- The Navy is planning a major upgrade for its Shishumar class of submarines by equipping them with tube-
launched missiles, a step that will exponentially increase their capability to take on enemy warships. The fleet of four submarines -- 
purchased from Germany's HDW -- is currently equipped only with torpedoes and mine-laying equipment. 

 
16. U.S., New Zealand Sign Defense Cooperation Accord 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 19 JUN 12) 

WASHINGTON — The United States and New Zealand signed an agreement to expand defense cooperation on June 19 but the 
deal does not alter Auckland’s longstanding ban on port visits by nuclear-armed American warships, officials said. 

 
17. NATO Uses Games To Promote Civil-Military Understanding 
(DEFENSE NEWS 19 JUN 12) ... Michael Peck 

When it comes to modeling and simulation, NATO members such as the U.S. and Britain tend to get the lion’s share of attention. 
But the alliance as a whole is also pursuing its own M&S efforts. 

 

PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
18. Gregory Named To Lead NAVFAC, First Woman To Hold The Post 
(ENGINEERING NEWS-RECORD 18 JUN 12) ... Tom Ichniowski 

Rear Adm. Katherine L. Gregory has been named the new commander of the Naval Facilities Engineering Command and the 
Navy’s chief of civil engineers, the Dept. of Defense announced on June 18. Gregory will be the first woman to lead NAVFAC in its 
long history, which it traces to the formation of the Bureau of Navy Yards and Docks in 1842. 



 3

 
19. Bronze Stars For Four Generations Of Zumwalts 
The family was first honored for duty during World War II 
(WASHINGTON POST 20 JUN 12) ... Steve Vogel 

Former Navy Lt. James E. Zumwalt’s great-grandfather was awarded the Bronze Star during World War II for his actions as an 
Army doctor when Nazi labor camps were being liberated. His grandfather, one of the Navy’s most revered admirals, received the 
medal after serving aboard a destroyer during the Battle of Leyte Gulf in the Pacific. His uncle was awarded it for his actions as a 
Navy swift-boat commander in Vietnam. 

 
20. Military Reexamines Professional Development After 10 Years Of War 
(FEDERAL NEWS RADIO 20 JUN 12) ... Jared Serbu 

As the U.S. withdraws from more than a decade of protracted, high-tempo conflict in the Middle East, the Pentagon is looking for 
new ways to keep its uniformed leaders motivated and engaged. The chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff said DoD is on a campaign 
to redefine its approach to professional development. 

 
21. Navy E-Learning Improves Efficiency Of Learning Content Delivery 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 19 JUN 12) ... Sea Warrior Program Public Affairs 

ARLINGTON, Va. -- Sailors around the world - and around the clock - have come to depend on Navy e-Learning (NeL) to help 
advance their careers. 

 
22. Problem Arises For Vets Job Training Program 
(NAVY TIMES 19 JUN 12) ... Rick Maze 

A problem has arisen for a veterans’ training program expected to launch July 1: Classes at community colleges in 18 states and 
territories will not be covered because those schools also provide bachelors’ degrees. 

 
23. Navy Chef’s Detroit Roots Have Served Him Well 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 19 JUN 12) ... Todd Spangler 

DETROIT — Being a 6-foot-2 cook on a submarine brings certain challenges: There are the bulkheads and cramped quarters, of 
course — to move around, you’re always tilting your head. 

 
24. Navy Man’s Homecoming Makes For Memorable Day At Anchor Bay School 
(NEW BALTIMORE (MI) VOICE 19 JUN 12) ... Courtney Flynn 

ANCHOR BAY, Mich. -- For two Anchor Bay students, June 13 was more than just the last day of school – it was also the day 
their dad returned home from an eight month deployment to Afghanistan. 

 
25. Sasebo’s Junior Sailors Tested For Spice En Masse 
(STARS AND STRIPES 19 JUN 12) ... Matthew M. Burke 

SASEBO NAVAL BASE, Japan — About 120 junior enlisted Sailors at Sasebo Naval Base were tested Tuesday for synthetic 
marijuana. 

 
26. Captain Of Navy Ship Fired After Collision 
Essex was heading home to San Diego when it hit an oiler 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 19 JUN 12) ... Jeanette Steele 

The Navy captain in charge of the Essex, the San Diego-based U.S. warship that collided with an oiler last month, was fired 
Tuesday. 

 
27. Navy CO Fired For Record Falsifying 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 19 JUUN 12) ... Brock Vergakis 

NORFOLK, Va.— The ex-commander of a Maryland squadron that flies Navy leaders in corporate-style jets was fired after she 
acknowledged she lied on records that said an evaluator was on hand during flight simulator training, an investigative report obtained 
by The Associated Press shows. 

 

FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
28. Dempsey Maps Sequestration Cuts At Defense 
(GOVERNMENT EXECUTIVE 19 JUN 12) ... Andrew Lapin 

Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Martin Dempsey said Tuesday that automatic cuts to the Defense Department's budget 
resulting from the sequestration deal struck by the Obama administration and Congress would have to come from military operations, 
maintenance, training and modernization. 

 



 4

29. Lockheed Needs Pressure to Pare F-35 Costs, Levin Says 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 19 JUN 12) ... Tony Capaccio 

The Pentagon and Congress should press Lockheed Martin Corp. to reduce soaring costs of its F-35 Joint Strike Fighter, the 
chairman of the U.S. Senate Armed Services Committee said. 

 
30. Lockheed Warns On Costs Of Further U.S. Defense Cuts 
(REUTERS 19 JUN 12) ... Andrea Shalal-Esa 

WASHINGTON -- Lockheed Martin Corp , the Pentagon's largest supplier, said on Tuesday it could face hundreds of millions of 
dollars in business claims from suppliers if $500 billion in additional defense spending cuts take effect in January, as currently 
mandated. 

 
31. Lockheed’s Comprehensive Q&A On The F-35 
(DOD BUZZ 19 JUN 12) ... Philip Ewing 

You’ve heard what Congress’ watchdog has to say about the F-35 program – it’s crazily over budget; outrageously behind 
schedule; and it has a lot of technical catching up before it can perform as advertised. 

 
32. Navy Moves Forward On Advanced Airborne Radar 
(AVIATION WEEK 18 JUN 12) ... Bill Sweetman 

A full-scale development program is underway to develop a version of the U. S. Navy's Boeing P-8A Poseidon maritime patrol 
aircraft (MPA), fitted with a long-range, high-resolution surveillance radar. It could provide a ready-made, Navy-funded replacement 
for the aging Joint Stars while potentially performing maritime targeting missions. 

 
33. Shrimp’s Furious ‘Fists’ May Damage-Proof Ships 
Tiny sea creature unharmed when punching with 200 pounds of force 
(NAVY TIMES 25 JUN 12) ... Jacqueline Klimas 

Next time you throw some shrimp on the barbecue, remember one thing — those crustaceans could one day save your life. 
 

BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
34. Admiral Takes Global Message Locally In Alabama 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 19 JUN 12) ... Bill Doughty, Navy Region Hawaii Public Affairs 

PEARL HARBOR -- The commander of Navy Region Hawaii and Naval Surface Group Middle Pacific, is back at work June 18 
after four days of community partnership-building in his home state of Alabama. 

 
35. Navy And Council To Discuss Air Study And Crash Zones 
The report has sparked widespread community interest and on Tuesday the City Council will have its chance 
to quiz Navy Capt. Yancy Lindsey about it. 
(CORONADO (CA) PATCH 19 JUN 12) ... Gloria Tierney 

Coronado residents are fairly immune to noise from Navy jets and helicopters. Many call it the “sound of freedom." 
 

36. Operation Shower Provides Shower Gifts To Expectant And New Mothers 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 20 JUN 12) ... Lt. Cmdr. Jennifer Cragg, Commander, Submarine Group 2 Public Affairs 

CROMWELL, Conn. --- Forty expectant and new moms, whose spouses are deployed, were showered with recognition and gifts 
during a group baby shower themed "Come Sail Away with Me" in Cromwell, June 19, in conjunction with the PGA Travelers 
Championship. 

 
37. 2 Groups Sue To Block Navy Plans For Second Bangor Munitions Wharf 
A group of anti-nuclear activists filed an environmental lawsuit in Tacoma Tuesday seeking to block the 
Navy from building a second munitions wharf at Naval Base Kitsap Bangor, home port to the nation's 
largest fleet of nuclear submarines. 
(SEATTLE TIMES 19 JUN 12) ... Kyung M. Song 

WASHINGTON — A pair of anti-nuclear groups filed suit Tuesday to block impending construction of a second munitions wharf 
at Naval Base Kitsap Bangor, a legal challenge they hope will help scrap the $715 million project altogether. 
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NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
38. Biden Promotes Service To Military Families 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 19 JUN 12) ... Lisa Daniel 

WASHINGTON – Dr. Jill Biden shed light on her message of rallying support for military families yesterday with a presentation 
before one of the world’s largest gatherings devoted to volunteerism. 

 
39. 10 Things You May Not Know About The War Of 1812 
(THE HISTORY CHANNEL 18 JUN 12) ... Christopher Klein 

On June 18, 1812, U.S. President James Madison signed a congressionally approved declaration of war against Great Britain. As 
the bicentennial commemorations of the War of 1812 begin, explore 10 surprising facts about the conflict. 

 
40. U.S. And Israel Created 'Flame' 
Computer virus targeted Iran Officials describe effort to slow nuclear program 
(WASHINGTON POST 20 JUN 12) ... Ellen Nakashima and Greg Miller 

The United States and Israel jointly developed a sophisticated computer virus nicknamed Flame that collected intelligence in 
preparation for cyber-sabotage aimed at slowing Iran’s ability to develop a nuclear weapon, according to Western officials with 
knowledge of the effort. 

 
41. U.S. Air Force Undeterred By Anti-Biofuel Legislation 
(NATIONAL DEFENSE 19 JUN 12) ... Sandra Erwin 

Congress is seeking to ban the Defense Department from purchasing alternative fuels that cost more than petroleum-based 
products. These restrictions, however, will not end U.S. Air Force efforts to test and research alternative fuels, officials say. 

 
42. Pentagon Revamps Rules On Reporting Sex Crimes 
(NPR 19 JUN 12) ... Larry Abramson 

The Pentagon has announced new steps to deter assaults and make it easier to prosecute offenders, a move that follows President 
Obama's recent remark that sexual assault "has no place" in the U.S. military. 

 
43. Admin. Discipline Recommended In Quran Burning 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 19 JUN 12) ... Lolita C. Baldor 

WASHINGTON — A U.S. military investigation is recommending that as many as seven U.S. troops face administrative 
punishments, but not criminal charges, in the burning of Qurans at a U.S. base in Afghanistan in February, The Associated Press has 
learned. 

 
44. Wrestler, 57, Set His Sights High: The Olympics 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 19 JUN 12) ... Mike Lang 

VIRGINIA BEACH -- John Taylor is a hard man to pin down. 
 

OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
45. A War Of Utmost Importance 
(CHICAGO TRIBUNE 19 JUN 12) ... Dennis Byrne 

Monday was the 200th anniversary of the beginning of the War of 1812, which pitted the United States against Great Britain and 
Canada. As if anyone noticed. 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Navy Plucks 19,000 Pounds Of Weed Out Of Ocean 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 19 JUN 12) ... Nathan Max 

An aircraft carrier group recovered an estimated 19,000 
pounds of marijuana that had been dumped into the Pacific 
Ocean over the weekend by three boats off the California 
coast, the Navy said Tuesday. 

Nobody was apprehended and the three boats sped off 
after dropping their load, said Lt. Aaron Kakiel, spokesman 
with Naval Air Forces Pacific. 

Crews from the aircraft carrier Nimitz, guided-missile 
cruiser Princeton, Helicopter Sea Combat Squadron 6, 
Helicopter Maritime Squadron 75 and the Mexican Navy 
picked up 186 bales of marijuana that apparently was en route 
to the United States. 

The Nimitz Strike Group is operating in the Pacific Ocean 
off the Southern California coast conducting carrier 
qualification operations. 

“The coordinated response of all hands involved was 
phenomenal,” Nimitz Strike Group Commander Rear Adm. 
Pete Gumataotao said in a statement. “The combined efforts of 

each of our strike group components demonstrated the 
flexibility and capability that defines how we conduct 
business.” 

Shortly before 2 p.m. Saturday, starboard lookouts on the 
Nimitz spotted two boats about four nautical miles away. 
When helicopter crews flew in for a closer look, they saw two 
25-foot single-engine boats, which began dumping 80 black 
plastic bags, each filled with about 100 pounds of marijuana, 
the Navy said. 

A little more than three hours later, an officer of the deck 
on the Nimitz spotted a third boat, which also dumped its load 
into the ocean. The bales were eventually transferred to the 
Coast Guard and brought to shore. 

“This crew’s response was amazing,” Nimitz 
Commanding Officer Capt. Jeff Ruth said in a statement. “To 
operationally shift gears quickly and safely from carrier 
qualifications to a real-world response shows what true 
professionals work here.” 

Return to Index 
 

2. Three Ships To Deploy Today From Norfolk Naval Station 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 20 JUN 12) ... Corinne Reilly 

NORFOLK -- When thousands of sailors say goodbye to 
friends and family this morning before departing Norfolk 
Naval Station for the Middle East, it will be the last they see 
of home until at least March. 

Three local ships are set to leave the base before noon 
today -- the aircraft carrier Dwight D. Eisenhower and the 
destroyers Winston S. Churchill and Jason Dunham. Two 
other ships will join them from Mayport, Fla. 

Collectively known as a carrier strike group, they'll be 
gone for at least nine months -- far longer than the six-month 
deployments that sailors and families have grown accustomed 
to. 

The ships will spend the bulk of their time in the Middle 
East and the Mediterranean, relieving the Abraham Lincoln 
carrier strike group, which deployed from Everett, Wash., in 
December. Among other missions, they'll launch fighter jets to 
fly sorties over Afghanistan and help with regional and 
maritime security operations, such as anti-piracy patrols and 
counter-trafficking missions. 

In all, about 6,000 sailors will deploy with the strike 
group, which is commanded by Rear Adm. Michael Manazir. 

Navy officials said the extended deployment is necessary 
because the service faces increased demands at the same time 
it's losing ships. 

"Our deployment strain is as great as or greater today than 
it has been any time in the past 10 years," Rear Adm. Phil 
Davidson, the director for Global Force Management, 
Operations, and Intelligence at Fleet Forces Command, said in 
a written statement. "Combatant commander force 
requirements exceed our available forces in almost all cases." 

Davidson said carrier strike groups, large amphibious 
ships and ships equipped with ballistic missile defense 
systems are in especially high demand relative to supply. 

Still, he said, the Navy "remains committed to 
deployment planning for deployment lengths between six 
[and] seven months." 

Today's departure marks the first for the Jason Dunham. 
Commissioned in November 2010, the ship is named for a 
Marine who was posthumously awarded the Medal of Honor 
for throwing himself on a grenade in Iraq in 2004 to save the 
lives of his comrades. 

Return to Index 
 

3. Sailors, Marines ‘Sailabrated’ Through Volunteering 
Some pitched in monday at transitional housing center 
(BALTIMORE SUN 20 JUN 12) ... Mary Gail Hare 

About 60 sailors and Marines who shipped into Baltimore 
for Sailabration, the maritime festival marking the 
bicentennial of the War of 1812, combined shore leave with 
community service. They spent Monday volunteering at the 
Baltimore Station, a transitional housing and counseling center 
for men, many of whom are veterans. 

They were among the 4,000 military men and women 
who visited the city during Sailabration. They took in the 

sights, sampled the fare and, in many instances, donated their 
time and talent to local projects before their ships left 
Tuesday. Groups of volunteers fanned out across the area. 
They planted community gardens, painted fences, packed 
Meals on Wheels, landscaped the grounds of a 19th-century 
home with a War of 1812 connection, unloaded trucks at a 
food bank and built an outdoor lab for young scientists. 
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"It is important to let the public know that we are not just 
a military machine," said Mass Communications Specialist 
First Class Todd Stafford. "We are also humanitarians trying 
to keep people safe. We are helping with these community 
projects." 

On Monday, the volunteers arrived ready for work at the 
Baltimore Station in the Riverside neighborhood. 

"We won't be asking you to rappel from the roof or tunnel 
under the building," said Alaric I. Phillips, the program's 
outreach volunteer coordinator. "You don't have to get into 
full military mode. We just want you to set up for a volunteer 
luncheon, plant a container garden on our roof and make 
collages." 

Some engaged the veterans in long conversations filled 
with shared experiences and advice. 

"This is a chance to interact with these veterans and hear 
their stories," said Lt. Jeffrey Hoyle, a dentist assigned to the 
USS Fort McHenry. 

Others put together colorful party decorations, but no one 
shied away from the more strenuous kitchen and planting 
duties. Hoyle was among several men installing a rooftop 
garden in the rain. 

"The rain is really no bother," he said. "It's like this every 
single day at sea." 

Petty Officer First Class Jacquet Colbert typically 
prepares meals for 70 at his base in Norfolk, Va., so a few 
dozen more entrees were not difficult. He just told the others 
on kitchen duty to "follow my lead and do your part." 

Lance Cpl. Joseph Miranda, a radio operator at Camp 
Lejeune, N.C., said he learned his way around the kitchen 
from his grandmother at an early age. He savored his chance 
to cook and easily stirred a hefty pan full of baked beans. 

"This is the beauty of the Marines," he said. "We go 
where we are needed and today, we are needed here." 

Petty Officer Joy Bonwell, a radar technician in Norfolk, 
served Meals on Wheels last week and tossed salads at the 
Baltimore Station on Monday. While she waited to tackle the 
next course, she listened to what she considered sound counsel 
from the veterans at the center. 

"We try to do community service in every port," she said. 
"It's our give-back." 

Baltimore gave back, too, she said. She visited several 
Inner Harbor attractions and Fort McHenry, her ship's 
namesake. She saw the tall ships and met sailors from other 
navies and learned much about Baltimore. 

"There is a lot of history here that I had not experienced 
before," she said. 

The sailors and Marines said they greatly appreciated the 
welcome Baltimore afforded them. 

"We have been to an Orioles game, talked to people 
touring our ships and visited many places," Hoyle said. "We 
heard so many thank-yous from so many people. It is a simple 
thing to say, but it makes all the difference." 

Master Chief Michael Hart was a towering presence in his 
Navy whites as he made his way among the many hubs of 
activity at the center. He frequently stopped to shake hands 
and tell residents that he appreciated their service. 

"Hang in there," he said to Michael Smith, 58, and gave 
him a military coin. 

"This is a sign of respect," Hart said. "It recognizes our 
common bond and the sacrifice that everyone in the military 
makes." 

Smith clutched the coin and said, "This means a lot to me. 
I will share it with the people here." 
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4. Navy Protects The Midwest, Too 
(QUAD-CITIES (IL) DISPATCH ARGUS 19 JUN 12) ... Anthony Watt 

The Navy's contribution to national defense in the 
Midwest may not always be highly visible, but America's 
ocean-going branch is trying to showcase what it does for the 
country. 

"You may not see us, but we're out there," Rear Adm. 
Tilghman Payne said during a Tuesday editorial board 
meeting at The Dispatch and The Rock Island Argus. He is 
commander of the Navy Region Midwest at Great Lakes 
Naval Center in Chicago. 

Rear Adm. Payne is taking part in a tour of many U.S. 
cities meant to heighten the public's awareness of what the 
Navy does and how. 

Navy personnel participate in operations in Afghanistan 
and Iraq, both as combatants and in support roles, he said. 
They work to control the transport of illicit drugs in the 
Caribbean and are part of a joint force of many nations trying 
to protect shipping lanes off the coast of Somalia from pirates. 

Ninety percent of U.S. trade is maritime, Rear Adm. 
Payne said. 

The Navy also provides humanitarian relief, such as after 
the tsunami hit Japan in 2011, when 18 ships and 19,000 
people helped the stricken country. 

The Navy performs these missions with 321,000 active 
personnel and 285 warships, including aircraft carriers, 

destroyers and submarines. The Navy also includes about 
100,000 reservists and 200,000 civilian personnel. 

"We consider ourselves America's away team," Rear 
Adm. Payne said. 

Though much of the Navy's focus is on oceans, it does 
touch the Midwest in a significant way, he said. Commerce on 
the Mississippi River makes its way to the rest of the world 
via the Gulf of Mexico -- Navy turf. The Great Lakes Naval 
Center is where all naval enlisted personnel are trained. 

Rear Adm. Payne said the Navy is meeting recruitment 
goals, and the recruits he has been meeting are patriotic, 
dedicated and altruistic. 

Those new Sailors are joining a Navy preparing itself for 
the challenges of the 21st century. 

Rear Adm. Payne said the Navy has set a goal of getting 
half of its fuel from alternative sources such as biofuel by 
2020. 

Though it's still using and building large ships -- a new 
aircraft carrier is under construction -- the Navy is planning 
new classes of smaller ships that still will be capable of 
traveling the ocean, but also will be able to get closer to shore. 

They will have a modular design, allowing them to be 
altered as needed to handle specific missions. 

A shift in where Navy ships will be stationed is expected 
in coming years, he said. Right now, Navy forces are divided 
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roughly in half between the Atlantic and Pacific oceans, but 
the plan is to shift that to a 60-40 percent split, with the larger 
portion focused on the Pacific, where analysts anticipate future 
missions. 

"We are critical to the nation's security and economic 
prosperity," he said. 
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CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
5. USS Nimitz Coordinates Counter Narcotics Seizure 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 19 JUN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Robert Winn, USS Nimitz Public Affairs 

PACIFIC OCEAN -- The crew of the aircraft carrier USS 
Nimitz (CVN 68) coordinated efforts with USS Princeton (CG 
59), Helicopter Sea Combat Squadron (HSC) 6, Helicopter 
Maritime Squadron (HSM) 75 and the Mexican navy to 
retrieve 186 bales of marijuana, June 16, which were 
apparently destined for the United States. 

"The coordinated response of all hands involved was 
phenomenal," remarked Nimitz Strike Group Commander 
Rear Adm. Pete Gumataotao. "The combined efforts of each 
of our strike group components demonstrated the flexibility 
and capability that defines how we conduct business." 

"This crew's response was amazing," said USS Nimitz 
Commanding Officer Capt. Jeff Ruth. "To operationally shift 
gears quickly and safely from carrier qualifications to a real-
world response shows what true professionals work here." 

At approximately 1:50 p.m., USS Nimitz starboard 
lookouts, spotted two surface vessels, or contacts, 
approximately four nautical miles away and reported the 
contacts up the chain of command. The USS Nimitz crew then 
coordinated with HSC-6 to send MH-60S Seahawk helicopter 
613 to perform a visual identification (VID) on the vessels. 

"The [helicopter] was already in the air acting as plane 
guard for flight ops," said USS Nimitz' tactical action officer 
at the time. "When the Seahawk got overhead, they reported 
two white single engine boats about 25 feet in length, which 
immediately began dumping black hefty bags over the side. 

The small boats raced up to about 25 knots and fled to the 
east." 

As the two small vessels fled at 2:22 p.m., USS Princeton, 
part of Carrier Strike Group 11, sent their rigid hull inflatable 
boats (RHIB) to investigate and retrieve the bags as evidence. 

Eighty bales of marijuana, each weighing approximately 
100 pounds, were recovered at that time. 

At 5:05 p.m. USS Nimitz' officer of the deck spotted a 
small craft at approximately three nautical miles, which also 
appeared to be dumping in the sea. The USS Princeton 
positioned HSM-75's Lone Wolf 722, which is assigned to the 
USS Princeton, flying as a spotter for the rigid hull inflatable 
boats, or RHIBs, for further investigation. This caused those 
craft to flee as well. 

"I thought it was pretty cool," said an HSC-6 pilot in the 
air at the time of the second spotting. "Most of the time we're a 
just-in-case asset. It was cool to be part of a situation where 
none of our guys got hurt and we were able to be a part of 
something bigger." 

USS Princeton and a Mexican naval ship that came on 
scene retrieved more than 186 bales. The bales were then 
transferred to the Coast Guard Cutter Edisto for transport to 
shore. 

The USS Nimitz Strike Group is operating in the Pacific 
Ocean off the coast of California conducting carrier 
qualification operations. 
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6. CVW 11 Commander Reaches 1,000 Traps 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 19 JUN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Robert Winn, USS Nimitz Public Affairs 

USS NIMITZ, At Sea -- Capt. Greg Harris, commander, 
Carrier Air Wing (CVW) 11, completed his 1,000th carrier 
arrested landing, or trap, aboard the aircraft carrier USS 
Nimitz (CVN 68) June 18. 

Harris completed the trap in an F/A-18F Super Hornet 
assigned to the "Black Knights" of Strike Fighter Squadron 
(VFA) 154. 

Harris was joined by Capt. Jeff Ruth, Nimitz' 
commanding officer, who rode in the back seat for the trap. 

"I wanted to have the CO in the back seat to remind the 
crew how closely Nimitz and the air wing work together," said 
Harris. "I'm a firm believer that teamwork is a tradition." 

Despite this major milestone in Harris' aviation career, he 
didn't view this as a personal achievement. 

"This wasn't so much an achievement for me as it was a 
reminder," said Harris. "Those 1,000 traps show the hard work 
from the guys maintaining the planes, working the catapults 

and arresting gears. You don't get to 1,000 without the sweat 
of someone moving those chains in 120 degree weather." 

Ruth presented Harris with a congratulatory 1,000th trap 
plaque in ready room eight following the trap. 

"I'm lucky," said Harris. "The fact that I've been flying for 
so long around the people I love, most people don't get to say 
they've done something they enjoy for 25 straight years." 

During his career, Harris has flown in eight different 
aircraft, amassing 4,000 hours over the past 25 years. Harris, 
from Yarmouth, Maine, began flying A-6 Intruders as a 
bombardier/navigator. He has flown in support of operations 
Desert Shield and Desert Storm, Southern Watch, Enduring 
and Iraqi Freedom, and he has commanded Strike Fighter 
Squadrons (VFA) 115 and 122. He assumed command of 
CVW-11 in April 2011. 

CVW-11 and Nimitz are currently underway conducting 
carrier qualifications in preparation of the biennial Rim of the 
Pacific (RIMPAC) exercises. 

Return to Index 
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7. EOD Fast Rope Aboard USS Enterprise (CVN 65) 
(YOUTUBE 19 JUN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist Seaman Gregory A. Pickett II,U.S. Navy YouTube Channel 

ARABIAN GULF -- U.S. Navy Sailors, assigned to 
explosive Ordnance Disposal (EOD) Platoon 12-3-1, conduct 
a fast rope exercise from a SH-60 Sea Hawk helicopter, 
assigned to the "Dragonslayers" of helicopter anti-submarine 
squadron (HS) 11, during a training exercise above the flight 
deck of the aircraft carrier USS Enterprise (CVN 65). 

HS-11 is embarked aboard aircraft carrier USS Enterprise 
(CVN 65), which is deployed to the U.S. 5th fleet area of 
responsibility conducting maritime security operations, theater 
security cooperation efforts and support missions as part of 
Operation Enduring Freedom. 

View Clip (RT: 1:00) 
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8. USNS Guam In West Pacific 
(PACIFIC NEWS CENTER (GUAM) 20 JUN 12) ... Kevin Kerrigan 

GUAM -- Navy Under Secretary Robert Work says the 
tentative plan is for the newly commissioned USNS Guam to 
operate in the western Pacific. 

Work was responding to a letter from buildup committee 
Chair Senator Judi Guthertz who asked that the USNS Guam 
be home ported here on island. 

However, in his response to Guthertz, Work wrote that 
"unlike Navy combatants," vessels operated by the Military 
Sealift Command [MSC] "do not have designated homeports." 

But he assured the Senator that "tentative plans are for the 
USNS Guam to replace the currently time-chartered M/V 
WESTPAC EXPRESS transporting U.S. Marine Corps' III 
Marine Expeditionary Force in the Western Pacific are of 
operations." 

In addition Wrok wrote that that Guam's strategic location 
and exisiting infrastructure would be "taken into account when 
determining operating areas for the HSFs and Joint High 
Speed Vessels." 

Read Letter (PDF) 
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9. Close-Air Support Curtailed 
New rules to protect Afghan civilians put ground troops in danger, critics say 
(NAVY TIMES 25 JUN 12) ... Andrew Tilghman 

Ground troops in Afghanistan will have limited access to 
close-air support when fighting the Taliban under a new 
tactical directive that prohibits U.S. aircraft from bombing 
residential buildings where insurgents may be hiding. 

The new rules announced by the allied commander in 
Afghanistan, Marine Gen. John Allen, are designed to reduce 
civilian casualties and came just days after 18 Afghan civilians 
were allegedly killed by a U.S. airstrike on a home in Logar 
province. 

The new restrictions echoed a similar move in 2009, when 
then-commander Army Gen. Stanley McChrystal barred 
airstrikes on Afghan homes in an effort to reduce civilian 
casualties that he feared were undermining the overall 
mission. 

Those rules were broadly criticized by ground-level 
troops who felt they blunted infantry units’ ability to fight and 
exposed them to greater personal risk. The ban was lifted in 
2010. 

U.S. military officials in Kabul downplayed the latest 
change issued June 10, saying strikes targeting residential 
compounds are rare and that ground troops can use other 
means to attack homes where Taliban fighters might be 
sheltered. "This restriction in no way limits our ability to take 
the fight to the enemy," said Army Lt. Col. Jimmie 
Cummings, a spokesman for the NATO headquarters in 
Afghanistan. Exceptions to the new rules will be made when 
"it is a question of self-defense for our troops on the ground." 
The new rules were criticized by others as a politically driven 
move that puts troops in danger. 

"These are the most restrictive rules of engagement we 
have ever had," said Jeffrey Addicott, a retired Army judge 
advocate and former legal adviser to Army Special Forces 
Command. Addicott has represented several troops who were 
disciplined for violating tactical directives. 

In a June 11 briefing, Army Lt. Gen. Curtis Scaparrotti, 
deputy commander in Afghanistan, declined to say whether 
these rules were more or less restrictive compared with the 
2009 rules under McChrystal, saying only that it is "a prudent 
and a logical evolution … in Afghanistan, in line with the 
campaign plan." Previously, commanders were allowed to 
order airstrikes on homes under the condition that no civilians 
were inside. Since January, U.S. and NATO aircraft initiated 
more than 1,300 close-air support engagements; Cummings 
said 32 involved damages to civilian compounds and five 
resulted in confirmed civilian casualties. 

Too Restrictive? 
Retired Marine 1st Sgt. John Bernard blames overly 

restrictive rules of engagement for the death of his son, Lance 
Cpl. Joshua Bernard, who was killed in Afghanistan in August 
2009, shortly after McChrystal’s order. 

He said troops on the ground should not expect to see 
many exceptions to the new rules. 

"This new edict really suggests that there is no possibility 
of an airstrike within whatever has been determined to be the 
safe zone for civilians," Bernard said. "If it was me and I was 
on the ground, I would feel like I’d been abandoned by my 
own people." Possible exceptions for U.S. troops firing back 
in self defense became a source of tension immediately after 
Allen announced the new rules. Afghan President Hamid 
Karzai made repeated public statements that he expects the 
U.S. to halt all airstrikes on homes under any circumstances. 

"They cannot use an airplane to bomb Afghan homes — 
even when they are under attack," Karzai said at a news 
conference in Kabul on June 12. 

Navy Capt. John Kirby, a Pentagon spokesman, declined 
to comment on Karzai’s statement. Kirby said Karzai and 
Allen met June 9 and were in "general agreement" about the 
new policy. 
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"We never remove from our troops in the field the right of 
self-defense," Kirby said at a June 12 news briefing. 

Addicott said Taliban fighters likely will revise their 
tactics to exploit the new rules. 

"They’re going to learn really quickly," he said. "As long 
as we aren’t shooting from a civilian dwelling, we’re OK … 
we can rest, get food and resupply." 
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GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
10. Russian Ship Carrying Helicopters To Syria Turns Back 
(WASHINGTON POST 20 JUN 12) ... Karen DeYoung, 

A Russian ship carrying attack helicopters to the Syrian 
government turned back toward home Tuesday after its 
London-based insurance carrier canceled coverage, following 
a warning from the British government that the delivery would 
violate European Union sanctions. 

U.S. and British officials said the ship, which had reached 
the North Sea near Scotland, appeared to be returning to its 
home port on the Baltic Sea. 

The Obama administration declined to claim credit for 
stopping the journey of the Russian-owned merchant vessel 
Alaed. But the insurance tactic was originated by the Treasury 
Department four months ago to prevent at least two shipments 
of Syrian oil from reaching the open market via Iran, a senior 
administration official said. 

In the earlier episodes, the American insurer of a 
Liberian-flagged vessel and the European insurer of a 
Maltese-flagged ship both canceled coverage after being told 
they were violating U.S. and E.U. sanctions prohibiting any 
involvement in arms shipments or economic support for Syria, 
according to the official, who spoke on the condition of 
anonymity about the sensitive issue. 

The administration shared the tactic with its European 
allies, the official said. E.U. sanctions implemented two 
months ago prohibit insurance on Syrian goods. 

About a dozen M-25 helicopters aboard the Alaed were 
first sold to Syria during the Soviet era and had been returned 
to Russia some time ago for refurbishment. The Obama 
administration charged last week that the aircraft, which it said 
were on their way back to Syria, would be used in President 
Bashar al-Assad’s attacks against civilians. 

The charge came amid an increasingly tense diplomatic 
standoff between Moscow and Washington. Secretary of State 
Hillary Rodham Clinton said last week that Russia was 
supplying the Syrian military with the means to intensify its 
campaign against the rebel opposition. Russia, one of Syria’s 
strongest allies, has refused to join the U.S.-led campaign to 
pressure Assad to honor a U.N.-brokered cease-fire and 
negotiate a transfer of power. 

President Obama appeared to make little headway at the 
G-20 summit in Mexico in persuading President Vladi-mir 
Putin to join the international community in insisting that 
Assad step aside. Moscow has charged that the United States 
and its allies are fueling the Syrian conflict by assisting Syrian 
rebels. 

During a closed-door briefing at the United Nations on 
Tuesday, senior U.N. officials provided the Security Council 
with a grim account of their observer mission in Syria. 
Peacekeeping chief Herve Ladsous said he will probably have 
to reconfigure the mission because of the risks to observers, 
who have been repeatedly targeted by hostile crowds and 
come under indirect fire, and the lack of commitment by all 

parties to a political transition, according to a diplomat in the 
room. 

Syria’s ambassador to the United Nations, Bashar Al-
Jaafari, told reporters outside the Security Council meeting 
that “we are a state, and we are free to buy weapons from 
wherever we want … there is no violation of international 
law.” 

Ladsous and mission chief Gen. Robert Mood told 
reporters that, while the mission remains suspended, they have 
no immediate plans to shut it down. 

In a radio interview Tuesday, Republican presidential 
candidate Mitt Romney repeated his charge that Obama has 
showed weakness and “extraordinary naivete” toward Russia. 
He asserted that Russia is a “geopolitical foe” that 
“consistently opposes our actions at the United Nations.” 

Administration officials appeared pleased with the 
success of the insurance gambit on two levels: It stopped the 
helicopter shipment and averted a direct confrontation with 
Russia. 

While calling the return of the helicopters to Syria 
“intolerable,” Pentagon spokesman Capt. John Kirby refused 
to gloat at a briefing for reporters. “I don’t think it suits 
anybody getting into any kind of finger-pointing game here at 
this point in time,” he said. 

Kirby confirmed reports that Russia plans to send three 
naval vessels with supplies and personnel to the Syrian port of 
Tartus, where it has a major installation. But he played down 
the significance of the move, saying that the United States has 
“no indication that these vessels and that material” were for 
any purpose other than to “resupply and to help with force 
protection.” 

The Russian Defense Ministry also quickly moved to 
deny reports that it is sending a warship to Syria or that it 
would conduct military exercises there along with Iran and 
China. Syria also denied such plans, which were reported by 
Fars, the Iranian news agency. 

Speaking to Parliament on Tuesday, British Foreign 
Secretary William Hague first announced that the Alaed 
would not make its delivery, saying that “the ship that was 
reported to be carrying arms to Syria has turned back.” 

The insurer, London-based Standard Club, said it 
canceled the coverage after being “made aware of the 
allegations that the Alaed was carrying munitions destined for 
Syria, which would be a clear breach of our rules.” 

“We consequently informed the ship owner that the 
insurance coverage ceased automatically in view of the nature 
of the voyage,” a Standard Club spokesman said in a 
telephone interview. 

“We would not support the breaking of E.U. sanctions,” 
said the spokesman, who refused to be identified or to 
comment on how the company was “made aware” of the 
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sanctions issue. He said the Club, a mutual association of ship 
owners, had also canceled coverage for several other ships 
belonging to Femco, the Russian shipping company that owns 

the Alaed. “We’ve decided we don’t want that member in the 
Club anymore,” he said. 

The Curacao-flagged, 400-foot Alaed is managed by a 
Danish company, United Nordic Shipping. 
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11. Moscow Denies Sending Warship To Syria 
(RIA NOVOSTI 19 JUN 12) 

MOSCOW -- The Russian Defense Ministry denied on 
Tuesday media reports that it is sending a warship from the 
Baltic Sea Fleet to Syria and it also dismissed reports of 
upcoming foreign military exercises in the Middle Eastern 
country. 

Media reports said the Kaliningrad, a Ropucha II Class 
Large Landing Ship, was en route to the Mediterranean and 
the Syrian port of Tartus. 

“The only right thing about these reports is that the 
Kaliningrad is indeed part of the Baltic Sea Fleet,” a Defense 
Ministry spokesman said. 

“The Kaliningrad is currently taking part in the Celtic 
Week [festival] and will soon return to its home port,” he said. 

“There are no plans for it to participate in any long-range 
deployments.” 

Commenting on reports about large-scale international 
exercises in Syria with the participation of Russia, the Defense 
Ministry official dismissed them as an attempt to “further 
escalate the situation in Syria.” 

Earlier in the day Syria denied reports of an upcoming 
military exercise on its territory with the participation of 
Russian, Chinese, and Iranian forces. Media reports said the 
exercise would take place in Syria and in its territorial waters, 
and that Egypt has allowed 12 Chinese warships to pass 
through the Suez Canal. 

“This information is out of sync with reality,” said 
Buseina Shaaban, political advisor to the Syrian president. 
“Nothing could be further from the truth.” 

She also dismissed Western media reports that a cargo 
vessel has left the port of Kaliningrad with a consignment of 
helicopters and is headed for Syria. 

“This information is a provocation and it also has nothing 
to do with reality,” Shaaban said. 

On Monday, Russia’s Black Sea Fleet command 
dismissed media reports that a large Russian amphibious ship 
carrying weapons and troops was en route to Syria. 

Some Ukrainian media sources reported on Sunday, 
referring to CNN and other western media, that another large 
amphibious ship from the Russian Black Sea Fleet, the Nikolai 

Filchenkov, was heading for the Syrian port of Tartus carrying 
weapons and marines to defend Russia’s naval facility. 

Last week, U.S. Secretary of State Hillary Clinton and 
U.S. Ambassador to the United Nations Susan Rice lashed out 
at Russia over its alleged arms supplies to Syria. Moscow 
strongly rejected the claims, saying that Russia was not 
“delivering to Syria, or anywhere else, items that could be 
used against peaceful demonstrators.” 

According to UN estimates, about 12,000 people have 
been killed in Syria since the beginning of a popular uprising 
against President Assad in March 2011, which started with 
peaceful protests but has since grown into a low-level civil 
war. 

Warship Heads For ‘Test’ As Navy Denies Syria Role 
A Russian amphibious landing ship, the Caesar Kunikov 

left the Black Sea port of Sevastopol on Tuesday for what a 
Black Sea Fleet officer said was a routine exercise at a training 
base, after media reports earlier this week said it could be 
heading for Syria. 

The Fleet command on Monday dismissed media reports 
that a large Russian amphibious ship carrying weapons and 
troops was en route to Syria. 

Some Ukrainian media sources reported on Sunday, 
referring to CNN and other western media, that another large 
amphibious ship from the Russian Black Sea Fleet, the Nikolai 
Filchenkov, was heading for the Syrian port of Tartus carrying 
weapons and marines to defend Russia’s naval facility. 

Last week, U.S. Secretary of State Hillary Clinton and 
U.S. Ambassador to the United Nations Susan Rice lashed out 
at Russia over its alleged arms supplies to Syria. Moscow 
strongly rejected the claims, saying that Russia was not 
“delivering to Syria, or anywhere else, items that could be 
used against peaceful demonstrators.” 

According to UN estimates, about 12,000 people have 
been killed in Syria since the beginning of a popular uprising 
against President Assad in March 2011, which started with 
peaceful protests but has since grown into a low-level civil 
war. 
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12. Republic Of Korea Navy Assumes Command Of Combined Task Force 151 
(NAVY NEWS SERVIC 19 JUNE 12) ... Combined Maritime Forces Public Affairs 

MINA SALMON PIER, Bahrain -- Combined Task Force 
(CTF) 151 (counter-piracy) held a a change of command 
ceremony aboard British Royal Fleet Auxiliary Fort Victoria, 
June 18. 

Rear Adm. Anho Chung, Republic of Korea navy, 
relieved Rear Adm. Tanin Likitawong, royal Thai navy, as 
commander. 

The ceremony concluded the royal Thai Navy's first 
command of CTF 151, which consisted of a multinational staff 
embarked aboard Fort Victoria. 

The royal Thai navy has had considerable counter-piracy 
experience in the region over the last two years. They 
previously deployed ships to Combined Maritime Forces 
(CMF) counter-piracy mission, with a further deployment 
scheduled for later in 2012. This was confirmed by the Thai 
Prime Minister, Yingluck Shinawatra, who expressed her 
continued commitment to CMF when she visited the 
headquarters in May for an update on current operations and 
the royal Thai navy contribution. 
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The three month operation further strengthened ties with 
other counter-piracy naval forces and operations in the region, 
as well as developed communication and collaboration within 
the merchant shipping community. By focusing on 
international cooperation and coordination, response times to 
incidents has been reduced. 

"The success of counter-piracy mission is based on the 
strength of the multinational staff and the support which RFA 
Fort Victoria was able to give as my flagship," said 
Litikawong. 

Litikawong welcomed Chung and said he has the right 
talent, mindset and leadership to continue the mission. 

"The support from CMF has made my team 100 percent 
ready for this mission," Chung said. 

CTF 151 is one of three task forces under control of 
Combined Maritime Forces, based in Bahrain. CTF 151 was 
established in 2009 to deter, disrupt and suppress piracy, 
protect maritime vessels of any nationality and secure freedom 
of navigation for the benefit of all. CTF 151's area of 
operation encompasses 1.1 million square miles in the Gulf of 
Aden and Somali Basin. 
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13. Somali Pirates Weakened But Not Defeated: EU Commander 
EU Wants To Pressure Pirates’ ‘Business Model’ 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 19 JUN 12) ... Julian Hale 

BRUSSELS — The number of successful Somali pirate 
attacks has fallen but international navies must not drop their 
guard and keep up the pressure, the commander of the EU 
mission said Tuesday. 

British Rear Admiral Duncan Potts warned that the gains 
made against pirates off the Horn of Africa were reversible 
and that the fight against piracy would only succeed once 
governance and security improve in Somalia. 

"Yes we have increased the pressure on the pirates but I 
think now that we are enjoying tactical success, the 
importance is increasing that pressure evermore," Potts told a 
news conference in Brussels. 

The European Union handed the admiral new powers this 
year to destroy pirate equipment stashed on beaches, a tactic 
he used only once so far last month when a helicopter gunship 
struck a stockpile of skiffs in central Galmudug region. 

The number of successful pirate actions began to fall last 
year. 

Pirates hijacked 28 vessels in the first half of 2011 and 
only three in the second half. They have successfully attacked 
five ships so far this year. 

Seven commercial ships and 213 sailors are in pirate 
hands compared to 20 vessels and 550 hostages a year ago. 

Meanwhile, 1,009 pirates are facing prosecution in 20 
countries while a German-Dutch team of investigators was set 
up in January to go after piracy financiers. 

"We have achieved considerable tactical progress but the 
strategic context does not change, and therefore one of the 
risks that I have is that somehow we start to believe that the 
piracy issue is cracked," he said. 

The mission was short of ships late last year, a problem 
that was linked to budget constraints in some nations, but the 
operation is back to normal. 

Since 2008, EU nations have deployed between four and 
seven combat ships off the Horn of Africa to police an area the 
size of the 27-nation European Union. 

The Atalanta mission is part of the EU's "comprehensive 
approach," which includes financial aid to help give the strife-
torn country a functioning government. 

"There is no room for complacency," said the EU special 
representative to the Horn of Africa, Alexander Rondos. 

"This is not going to be over soon. We have to maintain 
the level of forces so that we can deter and contain while the 
operations on the ground transform the reality on the ground," 
he said. 
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14. Kerry Calls For 'Red Lines' On Human Rights As Part Of U.S. Military Dealings With Persian Gulf 
Allies 

(THE HILL 19 JUN 12) ... Julian Pecquet 
The United States should establish “red lines” linking 

military agreements with Persian Gulf allies to respect for 
human rights, the Senate's top lawmaker on foreign affairs 
argues in a new report. 

The recommendation by Sen. John Kerry (D-Mass.) 
comes as the United States seeks to balance the democratic 
aspirations unleashed by the Arab Spring with the need to 
retain “consistency” in its security partnerships in a 
strategically vital part of the world. The Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee report covers America's relationship 
with the six members of the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC): 
Saudi Arabia, Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar and the United 
Arab Emirates. 

U.S. weapons sales to Bahrain in particular have come 
under considerable criticism following last year's crackdown 
on Shiite protesters. The Obama administration announced last 
month that it would resume arms sales to Bahrain's defense 

force, coast guard and national guard despite ongoing human-
rights concerns. 

“The United States should not be quick to rescind security 
assurances or assistance in response to human rights abuses, 
but should evaluate each case on its own merits,” reads the 
report. Still, “[t]he United States should make clear that states 
must not use arms procured from the United States against 
their own people engaged in peaceful assembly or exploit the 
U.S. security umbrella as protection for belligerent action 
against their neighbors.” 

The report makes several other recommendations 
regarding regional challenges beyond the need to balance 
security interests and the promotion of freedom. The report 
says the United States should: 

 seek to remain a central part of the Gulf security 
framework while more clearly articulating its 
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strategic priorities for the broader region amid the 
ongoing turmoil; 

 work with GCC states to promote economic reform 
and diversification and increased trade relations to 
wean them off their dependence on oil exports; 

 preserve the model of "lily pad"bases throughout the 
Gulf, which permits the rapid escalation of military 
force in case of emergency while avoiding a popular 
backlash; 

 continue to cultivate the capabilities of GCC partners 
in select defensive missions, such as missile defense, 
combat air patrol and maritime security, while 
avoiding an arms race; 

 Pursue regional arms sales with being “scrupulous in 
determining which weapons systems to sell” in order 
to ensure that sales contribute to regional security and 
do not weaken the position of Israel; support the 
legitimate defense requirements of Gulf partners; 
prevent a regional arms race; and protect America's 
technological superiority; and 

 promote the gradual political reintegration of Iraq 
into the Arab fold. 
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15. Navy Plans Missiles For Four Submarines 
Indian Navy Planning To Install Harpoon Anti-Ship Missiles in 4 Submarines 
(INDIAN EXPRESS 20 JUN 12) ... Manu Pubby 

NEW DELHI -- The Navy is planning a major upgrade 
for its Shishumar class of submarines by equipping them with 
tube-launched missiles, a step that will exponentially increase 
their capability to take on enemy warships. The fleet of four 
submarines -- purchased from Germany's HDW -- is currently 
equipped only with torpedoes and mine-laying equipment. 

Sources said the Navy had moved a proposal to the 
Ministry of Defence to equip the fleet with Harpoon anti-ship 
missiles when the submarines go for the next round of refits. 
In the first step, the Navy plans to upgrade the INS Shalki and 
Shankul with the Harpoon system, followed by the two older 
submarines in the class. 

With a range of over 150 nautical miles, Harpoon missiles 
will give much needed teeth to the Indian Navy that has come 
under the scanner lately after repeated reports by the 
Parliament Standing Committee on the depleting submarine 
fleet. At present, the Navy operates only 14 submarines 
against the sanctioned strength of 24 due to delays in new 
acquisitions. 

Sources said the plan to upgrade the HDW vessels -- the 
only other class in service is the 10 Kilo Class submarines of 

Russian origin -- is part of the Navy's efforts to maximise the 
utility of the dwindling submarine fleet. 

At present, the combat range of the Shishumar class is 
limited to under 20 nautical miles -- the effective range of its 
AES SUT torpedoes. While the silent nature of the submarine 
makes it a deadly adversary even with this range, modern 
sensors and anti-submarine equipment available with 
neighbouring nations can make it vulnerable. 

The ability to launch anti-ship missiles from as far away 
as 150 nautical miles will give a strong edge to the fleet. The 
Kilo Class submarines are equipped with anti-ship Klub S 
missiles with a range of just over 100 nautical miles. 

India has already placed two sets of orders for Harpoon 
missiles in the past four years under the Foreign Military Sales 
pact with the U.S.. In 2008, 24 Block II missiles were 
purchased for $170 million to be fitted on board the Jaguar 
fighters assigned a Naval role. 

In 2010, 21 more systems were purchased for nearly $200 
million for the P8 I maritime surveillance aircraft. 

Return to Index 
 

16. U.S., New Zealand Sign Defense Cooperation Accord 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 19 JUN 12) 

WASHINGTON — The United States and New Zealand 
signed an agreement to expand defense cooperation on June 
19 but the deal does not alter Auckland’s longstanding ban on 
port visits by nuclear-armed American warships, officials said. 

The accord was the latest in a series marking U.S. 
attempts to shift its strategic focus to the Asia-Pacific, as 
Washington keeps a wary eye on China’s rising power. 

New Zealand’s Defense Minister Jonathan Coleman said 
the accord called for a security dialogue as well as joint 
exercises and other collaborative efforts between the two 
countries’ armed forces. 

“This high-level arrangement recognizes the significant 
security cooperation that exists between New Zealand and the 
U.S. within the context of our independent foreign policy, and 
seeks to build upon that cooperation in the years ahead,” 
Coleman said in a statement. 

The Pentagon said the partnership “will include security 
cooperation in areas such as maritime security cooperation, 
humanitarian assistance and disaster relief, and peacekeeping 
support operations.” 

The agreement calls for bolstering “maritime domain 
awareness,” a phrase that usually refers to the sharing of 
intelligence in monitoring naval traffic. 

Senior U.S. officials have forged similar agreements with 
other countries in the region, including Australia, in a bid to 
counter China’s growing military and economic might. 

The June 19 deal illustrated a thawing of once chilly 
military relations between the two countries. 

Since 1985, New Zealand has refused to allow American 
nuclear-armed and nuclear-powered ships to dock at its ports. 

As Washington declines to reveal whether its ships are 
nuclear-powered or not, New Zealand has banned entry to all 
American naval vessels. 
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A Pentagon spokeswoman said the agreement had not 
altered the disagreement that dates back to the Cold War era. 

“As for the port visits, while we value our strong 
partnership, our policies regarding nuclear ships do not fall in 

line and remain unchanged as a result of this declaration,” 
Maj. Catherine Wilkinson told AFP. 

“U.S. Navy and Coast Guard ships will not port into New 
Zealand, but we look forward to other opportunities to engage 
with New Zealand Defence Forces,” she said. 
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17. NATO Uses Games To Promote Civil-Military Understanding 
(DEFENSE NEWS 19 JUN 12) ... Michael Peck 

When it comes to modeling and simulation, NATO 
members such as the U.S. and Britain tend to get the lion’s 
share of attention. But the alliance as a whole is also pursuing 
its own M&S efforts. 

One project that has borne fruit is a computer game to 
teach boarding parties how to board vessels. In the works now 
is a virtual world that trains soldiers and civilians to 
understand each other’s points of view during civil support 
operations. 

The boarding game, called “Boarders Ahoy!” is a first-
person-perspective game that is being used by the NATO 
Maritime Interdiction and Operational Training Center. 
Players learn proper boarding procedures as they inspect 
various ships that may or may not be carrying contraband, and 
whose crews may or may not be cooperative. 

“Boarders Ahoy!” won the People’s Choice award for 
serious games at the 2010 I/ITSEC conference. Originally 
designed for the PC, it is now available for Android 
smartphones. 

The PC version uses the Nexus virtual world from 
Engineering and Computer Simulations (ECS), Orlando, Fla. 
The Android version, downloadable as an app, uses the 
VBSWorlds mobile platform from Bohemia Interactive. 

In “Boarders Ahoy!” players are confronted by the 
challenge of examining a cargo vessel with lots of nooks and 
crannies, and hundreds of crates that may contain weapons of 
mass destruction and other contraband. In addition to teaching 
boarding parties about the physical difficulties of searching a 
ship, the game teaches diplomatic skills in dealing with ship 
crews who, even if innocent, may not be pleased about being 
boarded. 

From the waters of the Mediterranean or the Horn of 
Africa, NATO is moving to the mountains of Afghanistan in 
“Village Survey,” a virtual world designed to foster 
cooperation and understanding between NATO military and 
civilian personnel in assessing Afghan villages, as well as 
questioning the villagers. 

“When we work operations now, which is a military and 
civilian mix in many circumstances, there tends to be friction 
between the military and civilian sides,” said Wayne Buck, a 
modeling and simulation analyst for NATO Allied Command 
Transformation (ACT), which focuses on long-range 
improvements to the organization’s capabilities. 

“ACT has been doing a lot of work on the civilian-
military interaction,” said Buck, who is based in Norfolk, Va. 
“We built a beta version of a virtual world where you, as a 
soldier, go into a village and survey it. You ask what’s 
happening, complete your checklist, and so on. When you are 
in there and in the military mode, every animate and inanimate 
object you interact with treats you as if you were military.” 

But a military player can click a button so that the 
villagers treat him as a civilian (and vice versa for civilians 

who want to see how villagers treat a NATO soldier) and offer 
different responses. 

“You can toggle a switch, and now everybody treats you 
as if you were a civilian,” Buck said. “If you see rubble along 
the road, you’ll think there’s a sanitation problem in the 
village instead of an IED.” 

Role-Playing 
TSJ had a chance to sit down with an alpha version of 

“Village Survey.” Players can assume the role of a NATO 
soldier or a civilian from a nongovernmental organization 
(NGO), private voluntary organization, or the United Nations. 
They are part of a NATO joint military-civilian assessment 
team sent to an Afghan village. 

The background situation is as follows: There has been an 
earthquake in a neighboring region, there is a horde of 
refugees on their way to the village, and it is up to the joint 
assessment team to determine how well the village can absorb 
them and complete an assessment form. 

The background briefings make clear that the soldiers and 
civilians may be on the same team, but they don’t have the 
same goals. Civilian players are told that they must determine 
if there is sufficient food, water, transportation and electricity 
for the refugees, and the impact of a flood of newcomers on 
the village. 

The briefing for military players tasks them with 
determining the current threat level at the village, and whether 
the refugees pose a threat to village security. 

The Afghan village comes completely furnished with a 
mosque, NGO camp, market, main road, police headquarters, 
water wells, and the obligatory checkpoint and village guards. 

The game begins with the player in the street of an 
Afghan village. The player (who could be a he or a she — an 
important feature in an Afghanistan simulation) clicks on a 
villager and picks from a menu of questions, which for a 
military character include, “What can you tell me about the 
crime and security here?” and “other than the two gates, are 
there any other ways to get into the village?” In the alpha 
version, the villagers offer answers such as, “I feel very safe in 
this village. We protect our gates and allow only good people 
to come in.” 

As the player’s avatar walks through the village streets, 
pop-up screens offer information, such as one stating that the 
village is a sanctuary that cannot be entered, but has been 
known to hide weapons in the past. 

“Village Survey” currently can accommodate 14 or more 
military and civilian players. It uses the Nexus virtual world 
also found in the PC version of “Boarders Ahoy!” though it 
might be ported to VBSWorlds. 

Player assessment and scoring will be added later, and 
“Village Survey” can be linked to a learning management 
system, said Matt Spruill, chief technologist of ECS. Other 
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features to be added include non-player characters who walk 
around for extra realism. 

“Village Survey” was built as a proof of concept to test 
whether it is possible to have a civilian view a situation 
through a soldier’s eyes, and vice versa. 

The goal was “to determine if there was value in the idea 
of gaining insights while the objects around you responded as 
if you were someone else,” Buck said. “While the accuracy of 
those responses is important, in this version, they are not as 
critical as testing the hypothesis. If the idea is accepted, the 
answers will be refined through working with subject matter 
experts.” 

“Village Survey” was designed with the help of former 
NGO workers at NATO’s Civil-Military Fusion Center, “who 
are big fans of the concept,” Buck said. “The CFC maintains a 
working relationship with the U.N. and several NGOs, and 
they are keen to share this idea.” 

Buck estimated the cost of developing “Village Survey” 
at about $100,000. 

Command Decisions 
Buck also is working on a project to examine whether 

games can teach commanders to make better decisions. 
“We recognized a gap in our training,” he said. “At the 

operational and higher levels, we don’t train commanders very 
well. We don’t put them under a lot of stress. We put their 
staffs under a lot of stress.” 

The study, called “Strategic Decision Making Training 
through Serious Games,” is being conducted by Headquarters 

Supreme Allied Commander Transformation, the University 
of Genoa, and the NATO Modeling and Simulation Center of 
Excellence. 

Erdal Cayirci, head of the CAX (Computer-Assisted 
Exercise) Support Branch at NATO’s Joint Warfare Center in 
Stavanger, Norway, points to several NATO M&S initiatives 
underway, such as inter-cloud computing among multiple 
clouds. Another interesting angle is modeling how cyber 
attacks affect human behavior. 

“Headquarters and commanders should continue making 
rational decisions even under cyber attacks,” Cayirci said. 
“We modeled human behavior effects of cyber attacks to 
analyze this issue. Trust in available information and 
information systems seems a very important parameter. We try 
to simulate similar effects.” 

Games and virtual worlds may turn out to be important 
tools for NATO, which finds itself dealing with a smorgasbord 
of new member states with rusty militaries and small defense 
budgets, even as NATO’s budget is itself limited. 

“NATO has no money to bring to the table,” said Paul 
Thurkettle, an education and training technologies specialist. 
“But what we do have is the ability to bring nations like the 
U.S. and U.K. that have spent millions on serious games and 
virtual worlds, and bring them to the likes of Albania, Croatia 
and those other new nations. And say, ‘Here is some of this 
research, guys, and here’s capability.’ It’s sharing ideas and 
technology.” 
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PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
18. Gregory Named To Lead NAVFAC, First Woman To Hold The Post 
(ENGINEERING NEWS-RECORD 18 JUN 12) ... Tom Ichniowski 

Rear Adm. Katherine L. Gregory has been named the new 
commander of the Naval Facilities Engineering Command and 
the Navy’s chief of civil engineers, the Dept. of Defense 
announced on June 18. Gregory will be the first woman to 
lead NAVFAC in its long history, which it traces to the 
formation of the Bureau of Navy Yards and Docks in 1842. 

Gregory, who has been commander of NAVFAC Pacific 
and also Pacific Fleet civil engineer since July 2010, will 
succeed Rear Adm. Christopher J. Mossey in the top 
NAVFAC post. Mossey has been NAVFAC commander since 
May 2010. 

A change of command is expected in the fall. 
Gregory, a 1982 graduate of the U.S. Naval Academy, 

was promoted to rear admiral in June 2010. Her naval career 
has taken her around the world, beginning with a tour in 

Yokosuka, Japan, as assistant resident officer in charge of 
construction. 

As she has risen through the ranks, Gregory has served 
overseas in such areas as the Mediterranean, Iraq and Haiti; 
her U.S. assignments include postings to Adak, Alaska; San 
Francisco; Washington, D.C. and Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, where 
NAVFAC Pacific is based. 

Gregory is a native of St. Louis and has graduate degrees 
from the University of Southern California and George 
Washington University. 

NAVFAC is responsible for design, construction and 
maintenance of naval facilities worldwide. 

Engineering News-Record is a weekly magazine that 
provides news, analysis, data and opinion for the construction 
industry worldwide. It is owned by The McGraw-Hill 
Companies. 

Return to Index 
 

19. Bronze Stars For Four Generations Of Zumwalts 
The family was first honored for duty during World War II 
(WASHINGTON POST 20 JUN 12) ... Steve Vogel 

Former Navy Lt. James E. Zumwalt’s great-grandfather 
was awarded the Bronze Star during World War II for his 
actions as an Army doctor when Nazi labor camps were being 
liberated. His grandfather, one of the Navy’s most revered 
admirals, received the medal after serving aboard a destroyer 

during the Battle of Leyte Gulf in the Pacific. His uncle was 
awarded it for his actions as a Navy swift-boat commander in 
Vietnam. 

Now, James E. Zumwalt is the fourth generation of his 
family to receive the Bronze Star. At a ceremony in 
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Washington on Monday, Rep. Frank R. Wolf (R-Va.) 
presented Zumwalt with the medal for “exceptionally 
meritorious service" in Iraq in 2010 with a Navy explosive 
ordnance disposal (EOD) team. 

For Zumwalt, the citation is a tribute to his fellow EOD 
team members and classmates. “To be honest, it was a huge 
honor, but I was uncomfortable," he said Tuesday. “But 
thinking about it, I feel like I’m receiving it for the guys who 
couldn’t be there." 

Zumwalt, who left the service last year and now works for 
a defense contractor, served two tours in Iraq with EOD teams 
that were routinely exposed to sniper fire and deadly 
explosives. 

“I know his uncle, grandfather and great-grandfather must 
have been watching over him," said Zumwalt’s father, retired 
Marine Lt. Col. James G. Zumwalt, who served in Vietnam 
and during the first Gulf War. “Both times when he was on 
tour, I don’t think I ever prayed as hard as I did." 

As chief of naval operations beginning in 1970, James E. 
Zumwalt’s grandfather, Adm. Elmo R. Zumwalt Jr., was 
known as a reformer who championed equality for women and 
minorities. Earlier, as commander of American naval river 

patrols in Vietnam, he had ordered the use of the herbicide 
Agent Orange to defoliate river banks and reduce U.S. 
casualties. Zumwalt had been assured that the chemical would 
not harm people. 

His son, Navy Lt. Elmo R. Zumwalt III, commanded a 
patrol boat on the Ca Mau Peninsula in Vietnam and was later 
found to have cancer, an illness the family blamed on 
exposure to Agent Orange, which was found to have been 
contaminated with dioxin, a carcinogen. He died in 1988. 

A few months before his death in 2000, Adm. Zumwalt 
wrote a letter to his grandson observing that the biggest threats 
facing his generation would be rogue nations and terrorists, 
and suggesting that in choosing his life’s path, his grandson 
consider doing “something bigger than yourself," according to 
James E. Zumwalt. 

In 2008, James G. Zumwalt wrote an opinion piece for 
The Washington Post in which he described the feelings of a 
father seeing his son depart for Iraq. 

“Having lost a grandfather, father and brother, I had come 
to believe all my heroes were gone," he wrote. “But I was 
wrong … In bidding my son farewell as he goes off to war, I 
realized I have been blessed with yet another hero." 
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20. Military Reexamines Professional Development After 10 Years Of War 
(FEDERAL NEWS RADIO 20 JUN 12) ... Jared Serbu 

As the U.S. withdraws from more than a decade of 
protracted, high-tempo conflict in the Middle East, the 
Pentagon is looking for new ways to keep its uniformed 
leaders motivated and engaged. The chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff said DoD is on a campaign to redefine its 
approach to professional development. 

The conflicts in Afghanistan and Iraq have been dubbed a 
"captain's war" because DoD gave relatively junior Army and 
Marine officers high levels of responsibility as they operated 
in small units during counterinsurgency missions. 

Gen. Martin Dempsey, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff, said they've had more responsibility than he himself had 
when he was a colonel, and that dynamic will likely change as 
the military shifts to a peacetime role. 

So Dempsey said the Pentagon is taking a hard look at its 
approach to career paths in the military. 

"We've embarked on a campaign to renew and refresh our 
understanding of what it means to be in a profession," he told 
a breakfast in Washington Tuesday sponsored by Government 
Executive magazine. "Not in an occupation, but in a 
profession for young men and women today, who, by the way, 
are pretty good at what they do." 

Plan To Deploy Every Two Years 
Pretty good, Dempsey said, but more easily distracted 

than his generation. He thinks the crop of soldiers, Sailors, 
airmen and marines who are now coming into the military and 
who will continue to serve after the planned U.S. military 
departure from Afghanistan will need something special to 
"keep their fires lit" as wars are winding down. 

But, he said, they also bring an entrepreneurial spirit, and 
that the military services need to change their career patterns 
to accommodate and harness that spirit. 

"By the time a young man or woman is 35-years old 
today, they're likely to have had three or four jobs. That 
doesn't make them nomadic or gypsy-like. What it does make 

them is inquisitive, it makes them ambitious, and it makes 
them entrepreneurial. Those are all good things," he said. "So 
the question — and I don't have the answer — is how we take 
those qualities and invest them into our personnel policies. 
That's hard, by the way. Breaking personnel paradigms is the 
hardest thing I failed to do as the Army chief of staff." 

Dempsey said he doesn't want future leaders to develop a 
garrison mentality, spending all of their time on military bases. 
The current plan is for military members to deploy in some 
fashion at least every two years, whether it's for training, an 
actual military conflict or an engagement mission with another 
country. 

The Army, for example, is developing a model in which 
its brigade combat teams will organize in such a fashion that 
they're aligned with a particular region of the world. 

"So, you might say that in a particular cycle, this 
particular brigade will be offered to the commander of U.S. 
Africa Command. The unit will know that as it forms, and 
about a year later or so it'll be available," he said. "That will 
inform their training, it'll inform their leader development and 
their cultural development. You won't see us deploy an entire 
brigade to Africa because the continent itself wouldn't want 
that kind of footprint. But I can certainly see small units 
supplementing or complementing Special Forces Command so 
that we can engage, but also develop our people, which for me 
is actually the greatest benefit of all of that." 

Technology To Play Bigger Role 
Dempsey said as DoD adjusts to a postwar environment 

and a leaner budget, technology will play a larger role in how 
the Pentagon thinks about career paths. Cyber warfare and 
drone warfare were capabilities that barely existed 10 years 
ago, he said. 

Dempsey said he's not charting a return to the Revolution 
in Military Affairs, a mindset that he said incorrectly 
determined during the latter decades of the last century that 
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the military could replace manpower with advanced 
technology. But he said DoD wants to harness the digitally-
connected mindset of the current generation of recruits. 

"We've got to find new and creative and innovative ways 
to train and develop them in a changing fiscal environment," 

he said. "Hundreds of millions of people here and around the 
world are linking themselves together in roleplaying games. 
The point I'm making is that technology will provide a bit of a 
key for us how to continue to train and develop them." 

Listen To Audio (RT: 4:27) 
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21. Navy E-Learning Improves Efficiency Of Learning Content Delivery 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 19 JUN 12) ... Sea Warrior Program Public Affairs 

ARLINGTON, Va. -- Sailors around the world - and 
around the clock - have come to depend on Navy e-Learning 
(NeL) to help advance their careers. 

Navy e-Learning offers more than 7,500 courses and is 
one of the largest Web-based training systems today, operating 
ashore and on ships and submarines at sea. 

Ensuring its dependability 365/24/7 is no small technical 
feat. For example, imagine every time you turned on your TV, 
it had to call one server for video, another server for audio, yet 
another for text, and then finally one for animated content. 
Next, your TV would compile all this content, and then finally 
display it real-time so you could enjoy the presentation. 
Technically speaking, that's dynamic content delivery. 

The Navy had originally invested in dynamic content 
delivery to reduce the cost to maintain and update electronic 
training content, as well as to enable content discovery and 
reuse. When NeL began in 2001, and operated on a smaller 
scale, dynamic content was technically manageable within a 
reasonable cost. However, as the NeL courseware library and 
number of users increased over the past 10 years, the 
supporting IT infrastructure also grew to ensure a quality 
experience for the user. 

In other words, the technical and funding aspects 
associated with sustaining dynamic delivery were outpacing 
the benefits of that approach. As a result, the Sea Warrior 
Program (PEO-EIS PMW 240) and the Naval Education and 
Training Command (NETC) undertook an effort to convert all 
electronic training course content and data that were 
"dynamically" delivered from the Learning Content 
Management System (LCMS) into the Sharable Content 
Object Reference Model (SCORM) 2004 format for delivery 
by the Learning Management System (LMS). 

SCORM is a collection of technical standards that defines 
how units of online training material need to be created so the 
content can "play" well in different Learning Management 
Systems and contexts. 

"SCORM is mandated by Department of Defense 
Instruction 1322.26, and it's the best approach for Web-based 
e-learning courseware interoperability," said Hank Reeves, 
Navy e-Learning project director. 

"In simple terms, SCORM is like the DVD standard for 
distributing digital films. A DVD-formatted movie plays on 
any video disc player, regardless of manufacturer. Having all 
e-learning content packaged in SCORM format reduces the 
cost of testing, hosting, and managing content deployment," 
said Reeves. 

Converting the electronic training content that was 
dynamically delivered by an LCMS to SCORM allows the 
NeL technical team to deploy and track content usage more 
efficiently within all NeL environments (i.e., NIPR, SIPR, and 
afloat). 

"Our team converted or retired 1,209 training course 
programs. This represents nearly 20 percent of all courses 
within Navy e-Learning. A huge impact when you consider 
that last month we reached three million NeL course 
enrollments for this year," said Reeves. 

The SCORM project was a large challenge for the NeL 
team and training content sponsors as the courses were 
originally developed using an LCMS software application that 
had some non-standard ways of authoring and delivering 
content. Although this application provided an automated 
means to export content to the SCORM format, the output still 
required NeL team members to manually correct converted 
files and resolve the conversion problems. This close attention 
to detail resulted in training products that were often better 
than the original training content. 

"The Navy e-Learning team did a great job resolving a 
variety of complex technical issues," said Reeves. "We 
worked closely with course sponsors to ensure that the 
converted content satisfied the requirements of our fleet 
learners. I am pleased with how well everyone on the team 
performed under time and budget constraints." 

Much of the content converted by the NeL team was very 
'high profile, high usage' material including 28 Navy general 
military training courses and 146 Basic Engineering Common 
Core (BECC) courses. These courses were the most 
technically challenging for converting to SCORM because 
they used interactive 'Flash' technology. 

"Converting dynamic e-learning content to SCORM 
offers two significant business benefits to the Navy," said 
Roger White, PMW 240 assistant program manager for 
Training and Education. 

"First, it yields cost savings by allowing the elimination 
of 43 servers and software licenses that no longer need to be 
maintained and updated. Second, the SCORM conversion 
enables a smoother transition to the Enterprise Training 
Management Delivery System (ETMDS), the Navy's 
modernized Web-enabled e-learning delivery capability. 
Organizations developing content for distribution via ETMDS 
may use any authoring tool capable of producing SCORM-
conformant content. This will allow us to more easily insert 
newer deployment technologies, such as application cloud 
technology, without having to re-develop the content," said 
White. 

The NeL SCORM project involved collecting data to 
determine enrollment and completion metrics for courses 
eligible for conversion. Through a collaborative effort with 27 
different sponsors, 749 courses were identified as candidates 
for retirement and removed from NeL. 

A valuable lesson learned from the dynamic content 
reduction project is the importance of regularly monitoring 
electronic course usage to keep the course library relevant and 
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current. The project also contributed to improved NETC 
policy related to maintaining electronic training content. 

The Sea Warrior Program (PMW 240) manages a 
complex portfolio of information technology (IT) systems to 
recruit, train, pay, promote, move, retire, and support Navy 
personnel and deliver Distance Support IT to the fleet. The 

PMW 240 Program is part of the Navy Program Executive 
Office for Enterprise Information Systems (PEO-EIS) which 
develops, acquires, and deploys seamless enterprise-wide IT 
systems with full lifecycle support for the warfighter and 
business enterprise. 
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22. Problem Arises For Vets Job Training Program 
(NAVY TIMES 19 JUN 12) ... Rick Maze 

A problem has arisen for a veterans’ training program 
expected to launch July 1: Classes at community colleges in 
18 states and territories will not be covered because those 
schools also provide bachelors’ degrees. 

The Veterans Retraining Assistance Program, created by 
Congress to provide one year of training and education 
benefits to certain unemployed veterans to prepare them for 
work in high-demand fields, was to be limited to short courses 
that could yield big results. 

However, “using VA’s narrow definition of ‘community 
college,’ if a school awarded one bachelor’s degree along with 
hundreds or even thousands of associate degrees, that school 
would not qualify for VRAP training,” said Rep. Gus 
Bilirakis, R-Fla., the second ranking Republican on the House 
Veterans’ Affairs Committee. 

Bilirakis said some community colleges are allowed by 
state law to provide a small number of four-year degrees. For 
example, 23 of Florida’s 28 community colleges are not 
eligible for VRAP, the chancellor of the Florida College 
System has warned. 

“The reason given for this denial is that each of those 23 
community colleges awards a very limited number of 
bachelors’ degrees, most often in technical and health care 
fields, such as a bachelor of nursing degree,” Bilirakis said. 

VA’s definition of “community college” ignores what 
would help veterans, he said. “It is like saying that a bank that 
offers coffee to its patrons is no longer a bank and is now a 
Starbucks.” 

In addition to Florida, Bilirakis said classes at community 
colleges in Arizona, Georgia, Hawaii, Indiana, Kansas, 
Nevada, New York, North Dakota, Oklahoma, Pennsylvania, 
Puerto Rico, South Dakota, Texas, Utah, Vermont, 
Washington and Wisconsin may not be covered by the 
program, according to the American Association of 
Community Colleges, because they award or are authorized to 
award bachelors’ degrees. 

The Association of Private Sector Colleges and 
Universities has raised a similar issue with VA, noting that an 
unemployed veteran in West Virginia was denied coverage 
under the new program because VA ruled that the school he 
wanted to attend, National College, did not meet the VRAP 
criteria. In that case, the school was listed as approved for 
coverage under VRAP on one VA list but still was denied, 
said Suzanne Palmer, the association’s government relations 
director. 

VRAP is aimed at unemployed veterans aged 35 to 60 
who have exhausted their veterans’ education benefits and are 
looking for help to learn a new skill. Congress funded the 
program to help 45,000 students this year and 54,000 next 
year by giving them 12 additional months of Montgomery GI 
Bill education benefits. 

Bilirakis said it will be hard to fill all of the slots if so 
many community colleges are not covered, and he asked VA 
to reconsider its criteria. 
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23. Navy Chef’s Detroit Roots Have Served Him Well 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 19 JUN 12) ... Todd Spangler 

DETROIT — Being a 6-foot-2 cook on a submarine 
brings certain challenges: There are the bulkheads and 
cramped quarters, of course — to move around, you’re always 
tilting your head. 

Then there’s the havoc all that diving and ascending can 
do to a cake in the oven. 

“Really lopsided," is how CSC (that’s for Culinary 
Specialist Chief) Derrick Davenport describes some of his 
malformed creations. “You either cut the larger side off and 
move it or put a lot of icing on the other side to even it out." 

Davenport, who grew up on Detroit’s east side the son of 
a city police officer — himself no slouch in the kitchen — and 
a mom who works for the Henry Ford Health System, has a bit 
more space in which to operate these days. 

He’s the personal chef (and an enlisted aide to) Gen. 
Martin Dempsey, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. 

As such, he spends a lot of time cooking not only for the 
chairman but invited brass and visiting dignitaries. 

A recent menu saw a petite bacon-shallot quiche; mixed 
greens with a sherry vinaigrette; and stuffed chicken breast 
with wild mushrooms, Yukon gold potato puree, asparagus 
and glazed carrots with a port wine reduction. It was finished 
with a strawberry shortcake and pistachio brittle. 

“Low-key, nothing really fancy," Davenport said. 
Davenport, 36, a graduate of Schoolcraft College’s 

renowned culinary program, has been piling up the honors 
lately. 

In March 2011, when he was still executive chef for the 
chairman’s dining room in the Pentagon, he managed a team 
that won Installation of the Year against 27 other military 
bases. 

This year, he won the Armed Forces Enlisted Aide 
Competition — a new category in the military’s culinary arts 
face-offs — in which he had to answer questions, put together 
his boss’ uniform (all those medals need to be in the proper 
places, spaced with a ruler) and cook a three-course meal for 
four in 90 minutes. 
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He also will be the first Navy chef to compete on the 
Army’s Culinary Arts Team — representing the entire U.S. 
military — at the Culinary Olympics in Germany this October. 

“Honestly, I really like taking foods I grew up with and 
kind of upscaling them," he said. 

That means refining comfort foods and re-creating 
desserts. His variation on an upside-down cake features 
peaches instead of pineapple and is served with buttermilk ice 
cream and a gelee of peach schnapps. 

No one back in Detroit seems very surprised by his 
success. 

“His work was second to none," said Joseph Mucaria Sr., 
who teaches culinary arts at the Oakland Tech Center and used 
to work with Davenport both at the Golightly Career and 
Technical Center, where Davenport taught for a time, and at 
the Harbor Beach Resort, where Mucaria was general manager 
and Davenport took charge of the bake shop. 

“He was always looking for that next step," Mucaria said. 
Joining the Navy, as Davenport did in 2000, isn’t the 

usual next step for a chef — not by a long shot. 
But at Schoolcraft, Davenport — who graduated from 

Bethesda Christian High School in Warren — drank in the 
stories of some of his master chef teachers who served, and he 
began to think, after working in Greektown, at the Ritz-
Carlton Dearborn and at Golightly, that he wanted to join. 

“I don’t know if it was my naval experience that inspired 
him but he always used to ask me questions about the Navy," 
said Chef Jeff Gabriel, a culinary Olympian himself, certified 
master chef and Vietnam vet. 

It’s easy to understand why the stories would stick: 
Gabriel talks of traveling the Far East, eating sushi at a time 
when it was practically unknown in the U.S. and tumbling out 
of bars in Taiwan to find vibrant street food. 

He’d tell tales of cutting sides of beef with a band saw 
and baking bread and doughnuts from scratch. 

“It’s just something I always wanted to do," he said. 
His service has come with its challenges, though. Five 

years as a cook on the submarine Annapolis taught him a 
whole new way of handling a kitchen. 

When it came time to decorate a cake and there were no 
pastry bags, he used the tied-up lining of a cereal box. 

He did a 14-month stint in Afghanistan, helping to train 
Afghan soldiers, many of whom didn’t want to be cooks, how 
to run a food service. 

But he witnessed tragedy, too: the death of one of his 
cooks and someone he had chitchatted with just before an 
attack at the base a couple hundred feet from the kitchen. 

“I had to work through that," he said. 
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24. Navy Man’s Homecoming Makes For Memorable Day At Anchor Bay School 
(NEW BALTIMORE (MI) VOICE 19 JUN 12) ... Courtney Flynn 

ANCHOR BAY, Mich. -- For two Anchor Bay students, 
June 13 was more than just the last day of school – it was also 
the day their dad returned home from an eight month 
deployment to Afghanistan. 

U.S. Navy Chief Kelsey Deriso wasn’t supposed to be 
back until August. But, much to the surprise of his wife, 
Denise – Deriso gave her the news that he would be on 
American soil two months in advance. Denise Deriso knew 
she would be picking her husband up from the airport 
Wednesday, but she and her husband decided they didn’t want 
their children to know. 

“I wanted to surprise them,” Kelsey Deriso said. “It was 
hard though because they started to ask if I would be coming 
home early.” 

Those were just hopeful questions, though, because from 
the reactions of 11-year-old Nakhira and 4-year-old Kelsey Jr., 
neither knew their dad would be back in New Baltimore so 
soon. 

Kelsey Deriso’s first stop when he returned to Michigan 
was at Lighthouse Elementary. He and his wife arrived at the 
front doors around 11:15 a.m. and within minutes were 
standing outside their daughter’s fifth-grade classroom. When 
given the go ahead, Kelsey Deriso walked into the room, with 
Denise behind him, and simply said hello to his daughter, who 
was sitting at her desk. 

In the blink of an eye, Nakhira was out of her chair and in 
her dad’s arms. The two hugged for several minutes as those 
in the classroom applauded and cried for the emotional 
homecoming. Nahkira and her mom also struggled to keep a 
dry eye; and Kelsey Deriso could not wipe the smile off his 
face. 

After Nakhira left the embrace of her dad, she packed up 
everything she would need from her final day of school and 
headed to the Educational Childhood Center just down the 
road. This is where Kelsey Jr. was for preschool. Like 
Nakhira, Kelsey Jr. had no idea his dad was coming home; and 
as soon as he saw him, he too was in his arms. 

While Nakhira was still in shock by the time they arrived 
at the ECC, Kesley Jr. could not stop bouncing around his dad. 

“He wants to do everything,” Kelsey Deriso said of his 
son. 

He said he plans to take his children to Disney World, a 
Tigers game and a family vacation to Georgia – where the 
family is originally from – this summer. The Derisos landed in 
New Baltimore when Deriso was transferred to Selfridge Air 
National Guard Base. 

Although the family couldn’t stop smiling or crying tears 
of joy, they admitted being without Kelsey Deriso wasn’t 
easy. 

“It was sad,” Nakhira said. “It was really hard for him, 
(Kelsey Jr.) too.” 

Denise Desiro said she took it day-by-day and often 
turned to prayer to help her through difficult times. She said it 
was never easy; but once a schedule was in place after her 
husband was deployed, it helped the days go by smoother. 

She also said the fact that they could communicate often 
helped too. Between Skype, e-mail and phone calls, Denise 
Desiro said she and the children never went more than two 
days without talking to him. 

Kelsey Desiro also admitted it was difficult being away 
from his family, especially since it was the longest he had ever 
been away from them. 
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“I am just happy to be home and be with my family,” he 
said. 

View Clip (RT: 3:00) 
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25. Sasebo’s Junior Sailors Tested For Spice En Masse 
(STARS AND STRIPES 19 JUN 12) ... Matthew M. Burke 

SASEBO NAVAL BASE, Japan — About 120 junior 
enlisted Sailors at Sasebo Naval Base were tested Tuesday for 
synthetic marijuana. 

The test of all base personnel E-4 and below was ordered 
by base commander Capt. Charles Rock, base spokesman 
Charles Howard said in an email. No positive tests prompted 
the testing. 

The drug, commonly called Spice, is sold openly in Japan, 
but is off-limits to servicemembers. “This is the first time 
[Commander Fleet Activities Sasebo Sailors] have been tested 
for Spice,” Howard wrote to Stars and Stripes. “E-4 and below 
were chosen for no particular reason.” 

The justification for the test came from a March 12 Navy 
directive that implemented testing for synthetic chemical 

compounds like Spice using the same model as steroid testing. 
The “Navy has zero tolerance for drug abuse,” the directive 
said. “Drug abuse (including the use of designer and synthetic 
compounds) by members of the Navy is incompatible with the 
maintenance of high standards of performance, military 
discipline, readiness, and reliable mission accomplishment.” 

Sailors found using Spice and other synthetic compounds 
face punishment under the Uniform Code of Military Justice 
and separation from the military. 

Howard said he did not know how long it takes to process 
the samples. 

The Navy launched an anti-Spice campaign in November 
amid the separation late last year of 92 Sailors for Spice use 
and distribution. 
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26. Captain Of Navy Ship Fired After Collision 
Essex was heading home to San Diego when it hit an oiler 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 19 JUN 12) ... Jeanette Steele 

The Navy captain in charge of the Essex, the San Diego-
based U.S. warship that collided with an oiler last month, was 
fired Tuesday. 

Capt. Chuck Litchfield was relieved of his command 
based on an investigation that found that problems on the 
bridge contributed to the accident, said Cmdr. Tamsen Reese, 
spokeswoman for Naval Surface Forces in San Diego. 

The big-deck amphibious ship Essex was heading home 
May 16 when it hit the Yukon, an oiler coming to refuel it. No 
one was injured, and no fuel was spilled. The Navy doesn't yet 
have a cost estimate for damage to the ships. 

The Essex lost partial rudder control prior to the collision, 
the Navy said. Following recovery of the rudder, the two ships 
were closer than normal. 

At that point, the investigation found that there was a 
breakdown in command and control and bridge resource 
management on the Essex, in addition to poor communications 
between the two ships, Reese said. That, coupled with loss of 
situational awareness on the bridge, led to the collision – and 
to Litchfield's removal. 

In the past two years, the Navy has seen a notable spike in 
firings of commanding officers for personal misbehavior. To 
be relieved of command for a ship collision is a more 
traditional occurrence. 

Litchfield, a 1988 Naval Academy graduate and former 
helicopter squadron commander, has been reassigned to the 
staff of Naval Air Forces at North Island Naval Air Station. 

Capt. Jonathan Harnden has temporarily assumed 
command of the Essex until a permanent replacement is 
named. He had previously commanded a sister ship, the 
Bonhomme Richard. 

The Essex was returning to San Diego after completing 
12 years as the Navy's only permanently forward-deployed 
amphibious assault ship in Sasebo, Japan. 

Some repairs have already been completed on the Essex 
and the warship is leaving tomorrow to participate in the Rim 
of the Pacific exercises in Hawaii. 

The Yukon is still being repaired. 
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27. Navy CO Fired For Record Falsifying 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 19 JUUN 12) ... Brock Vergakis 

NORFOLK, Va.— The ex-commander of a Maryland 
squadron that flies Navy leaders in corporate-style jets was 
fired after she acknowledged she lied on records that said an 
evaluator was on hand during flight simulator training, an 
investigative report obtained by The Associated Press shows. 

Cmdr. Corrine Parker was removed in April and 
reassigned to Naval Air Facility Washington at Andrews Air 
Force Base in Maryland. 

The Navy report obtained through the Freedom of 
Information Act says Parker wrote that she was under pressure 
to get a certification done before picking up passengers from 

Hawaii following a Pearl Harbor 70th anniversary 
commemoration. 

Parker's ex-squadron is responsible for transporting the 
Navy secretary, chief of naval operations and commandant of 
the Marine Corps, among others. All names but Parker's were 
redacted from the report by Navy lawyers, who cited security, 
privacy and law enforcement concerns. 

Parker's route back from Hawaii included stops at a Navy 
air station near San Diego, in Norfolk and eventually back to 
the squadron's home at Andrews Air Force Base in Maryland. 

In a detailed statement, Parker said the evaluator's flight 
had been delayed and he couldn't make it in time, so she took 
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the training without him there. However, she signed off on 
documents saying that the instructor pilot was there for that 
simulation and others. 

Parker wrote that she never intended to shirk any 
responsibility for her actions or bypass any requirement. 

"I know what I did was wrong, but I take issue with any 
suggestion that safety was compromised during or after this 
sequence of events. We performed all of the maneuvers safely 
and we followed all of the proper checklists and procedures 
for all of the trainers we flew," she wrote. "I have flown 
subsequent missions with no issues whatsoever." 

Capt. Eric Petersen, deputy commander of Naval Air 
Forces Reserve in San Diego, said Parker was removed in 
accordance with military procedure and the Navy is trying to 
determine what her future is. He declined to comment further 
than what was in the report. 

Parker wrote that doing another simulation would likely 
involve a delay of a month or more and she had to be in 
Hawaii in two days. She said her judgment was clouded by the 
events of the week leading up to lying on the paperwork. 

Parker wrote that included trying to overcome multiple 
obstacles to get senior leaders to their destinations for the 
Pearl Harbor event. That trip involved stops at Andrews, 
Norfolk and near San Diego. She wrote that her staff had 
"countless, anxious inquiries" from one Navy leader's staff 
asking for status reports and reiterating the importance of his 
arrival in Hawaii. 

"The swirl of events surrounding (redacted's) trip to 
Hawaii, the need to induct (redacted) into depot maintenance 
in order to keep it on track for (redacted's) upcoming trips, and 
my own impending mission two days later made it seem 
unnecessary to upend schedules and use more resources to 
conduct an event I had essentially already completed," she 
wrote. "I realize now that that decision was wrong, and I take 
full responsibility." 

The unnamed Navy investigator assigned to the case 
wrote that Parker and others involved in the case didn't try to 
cover up their mistake. 

"All of the accused officers freely admitted their guilt and 
acknowledged it was very poor headwork and each expressed 
regret in their actions," the investigator wrote. 
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FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
28. Dempsey Maps Sequestration Cuts At Defense 
(GOVERNMENT EXECUTIVE 19 JUN 12) ... Andrew Lapin 

Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Martin Dempsey 
said Tuesday that automatic cuts to the Defense Department's 
budget resulting from the sequestration deal struck by the 
Obama administration and Congress would have to come from 
military operations, maintenance, training and modernization. 

If lawmakers do not avert sequestration and the cuts take 
place next year, as scheduled, Dempsey still will have to pay 
the bill for the military's "overseas contingency operations" in 
Afghanistan and the Persian Gulf, he told attendees at a 
military leadership breakfast sponsored by Government 
Executive.. 

"If there's money taken out of the $88.5 billion that we 
say we need for OCO, I'm going to have to take money out of 
the base and invest it. You can't not pay those bills. So OCO 
will touch it, but the money's coming from some place, and 
that is the base," he said. 

When other options such as personnel cuts and base 
realignment and closure are taken off the table as well, 
Defense isn't left with many choices, according to Dempsey. 

"There's talk about exempting manpower … and you've 
also said, ‘Thou shall not BRAC,' "he said. "So now you've 
limited the places where that money can come from. It can't 
come from manpower. It can't come from infrastructure. And 
you have to reinvest in OCO. And what's left is operations, 
maintenance and training and modernization.” 

Defense has had to transition in recent years to a budget-
minded operation, and Dempsey readily acknowledged the 

department has become accustomed to a large degree of fiscal 
freedom as a result of a decade of war. 

"Over the last 10 years of relatively unconstrained 
resources, we've had a thousand flowers blooming out there. If 
someone had an idea, it was pretty easy to resource it," he 
said. 

"We've kind of really stretched out the rubber band. 
Shame on us if we let it go and contract to the same shape it 
was before. Because then, frankly, I think we've got some 
problems," Dempsey added 

He said Defense plans to reduce its footprint in Europe by 
half to adjust to manpower reductions, while the footprint in 
the Pacific Rim won't change and the level of continued U.S. 
presence in the Middle East has not yet been decided. 

Cyberwarfare, unmanned drones and an "exponential" 
increase in special operations forces are three key 
technological capabilities Defense has today that it didn't have 
when the global war on terror began, Dempsey said. While the 
department must continue to invest in technology, it should 
not "become enamored of shiny objects," he said. 

The chairman also emphasized the importance of 
transitioning military personnel to a stable civilian workforce 
while finding a better way to harness the younger generation's 
"entrepreneurial" qualities as new recruits enter the armed 
forces. 

"If we don't get the people right, the rest of it won't 
matter. We're going to put the country at risk," he said. 
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29. Lockheed Needs Pressure to Pare F-35 Costs, Levin Says 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 19 JUN 12) ... Tony Capaccio 

The Pentagon and Congress should press Lockheed 
Martin Corp. to reduce soaring costs of its F-35 Joint Strike 

Fighter, the chairman of the U.S. Senate Armed Services 
Committee said. 
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“We have to keep the pressure on,” Senator Carl Levin, a 
Michigan Democrat, said in an interview. “We’ve got to have 
contracts which are fixed-priced. We have to make 
reductions.” 

The F-35 contract awarded to Lockheed in 2001 called for 
three variants of an affordable stealth fighter for the Air Force, 
Navy and Marine Corps. The Pentagon’s most expensive 
weapons program, its total cost is estimated at $395.7 billion, 
a 70 percent increase from a 2001 estimate equal to $233 
billion in current dollars, according to the latest Pentagon 
Selected Acquisition Report. 

The first four contracts for 63 jets are exceeding their 
combined target cost by $1 billion, according to congressional 
auditors. The U.S. Government Accountability Office said in a 
review released on June 14 that the F-35 will require $12.7 
billion a year on average through 2037. That’s up from $9.1 
billion requested for fiscal 2013. 

The program’s projected “lifecycle cost” -- including 
development since 1994, production of 2,443 jets and 55 years 
of support -- increased to $1.51 trillion from $1.38 trillion in 
2010, Pentagon officials told reporters March 30. 

Asked whether Pentagon efforts to control the costs were 
moving in the right direction, Levin said. “I’ve got plenty of 
concerns. Some trends are positive and some trends are not.” 

“We’ve got to have a backup, which is what the F-18 is 
all about,” Levin said of the current fighter built by Boeing 
Co. 

Lockheed’s Stevens 
Asked today about the senator’s comments, Robert 

Stevens, Lockheed’s chairman and chief executive officer, 
said, “We agree with Senator Levin. We want to get this 
program right.” 

The Navy has included funds through 2017 to buy 51 
additional F-18s, in part as a hedge against further delays in 
the 78 F-35s it wants to acquire in those years. 

For the fifth F-35 production contract that’s still under 
negotiation, Bethesda, Maryland-based Lockheed has agreed 
for the first time to share costs to fix deficiencies discovered 
during flight tests that overlap the plane’s development. 

This approach, called concurrent development, is 
supposed to save time. Instead, it added to costs, according to 
Frank Kendall, the Pentagon’s undersecretary for acquisition. 

‘Acquisition Malpractice’ 
“Putting the F-35 into production years before the first 

flight test was acquisition malpractice,” Kendall said in a Feb. 
6 industry presentation, according to Air Force magazine. “It 
should not have been done. But we did it.” 

The F-35 program proceeded with the “optimistic 
prediction we were good enough at modeling and simulation 
that we would not find problems in flight test,” Kendall said. 
“That was wrong, and now we are paying the price.” 

Stevens said in an interview today that “every aircraft 
program with which we have familiarity has a degree of 
concurrency.” 

“If you think of a non-concurrent program, how exactly 
would that work?” he said. “It’s already 15 or 20 years to 
develop an aircraft with concurrency. Doing a step-by-step 
process without any overlap between design and production 
would mean that the design would have some technological 
obsolescence as it heads into production.” 

Such an airplane would also “cost a fortune,” Stevens said 
at a Lockheed conference for reporters in Arlington, Virginia. 

Greater Share 
As part of the sixth contract for the F-35, the Pentagon 

plans to craft provisions forcing Lockheed to absorb a greater 
share of cost overruns than in the prior five contracts. 

Additionally, six of the 31 aircraft in the sixth contract 
won’t be awarded until Lockheed meets at least five criteria, 
including successful review this year of the latest software 
release, Vice Admiral David Venlet told the Senate Armed 
Services Committee’s airpower panel in May. 

Levin also cited as a positive sign the Pentagon’s request 
in its fiscal 2013 budget request for 29 F-35s, 13 fewer than 
previously planned. 

Performance Mixed 
The GAO found the F-35 program’s performance in 2011 

“was mixed as the program achieved 6 of 11 important 
objectives. Developmental flight testing gained momentum 
and is now about 21 percent complete with the most 
challenging tasks still ahead.” 

Lockheed’s manufacturing process “is still absorbing a 
higher than expected number of engineering changes resulting 
from flight testing, changes which are expected to persist at 
elevated levels into 2019, making it difficult to achieve 
efficient production rates,” the GAO wrote. 

Lockheed is reviewing the report, spokeswoman Laurie 
Quincy said in an e-mail. 

The company “made outstanding progress” during 2011 
flight test, training and production, “and so far in 2012, we are 
about 20 percent ahead of our flight test plan,” she said. 

“We understand the concerns of the Department of 
Defense and continue to make forward progress in addressing 
these concerns,” she said. “The team remains focused on 
performance.” 
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30. Lockheed Warns On Costs Of Further U.S. Defense Cuts 
(REUTERS 19 JUN 12) ... Andrea Shalal-Esa 

WASHINGTON -- Lockheed Martin Corp , the 
Pentagon's largest supplier, said on Tuesday it could face 
hundreds of millions of dollars in business claims from 
suppliers if $500 billion in additional defense spending cuts 
take effect in January, as currently mandated. 

Lockheed Chief Executive Bob Stevens said further cuts 
required under the process called "sequestration" would cause 
massive disruption across the defense industry, resulting in 
extensive layoffs, facilities closures and an erosion of quality. 

"From an industry perspective, the near-term horizon is 
completely obscured by a fog of uncertainty," Stevens told 
reporters on Tuesday, calling it a "fiction" that the U.S. 
defense industry was robust enough to survive additional cuts. 

Lockheed officials say they expect to complete within the 
next few weeks their own assessment of the impact of the 
additional budget cuts, which come on top of $487 billion in 
cuts already slated to take effect over the next decade. 
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U.S. lawmakers are considering various ways to avert the 
additional slashes, but no one has any clear answers for 
Lockheed and other major U.S. defense contractors. 

The additional defense cuts are part of $1.2 trillion in U.S. 
budget cuts triggered after a congressional committee failed to 
reach agreement on other ways to reduce the cavernous federal 
deficit. 

Republicans want to slash federal spending on education 
and other programs to trim the deficit, while Democrats have 
said some tax reforms are needed. Lawmakers on both sides 
have said they hope to avoid the mandatory defense cuts. 

Stevens said the sequestration cuts could trim 10 percent 
of programs across the board in just the first year, which 
would carve about $3.8 billion from its annual total of $38 
billion in government contracts, potentially triggering 
thousands of claims from its 43,000 suppliers. 

Many of those smaller companies have signed fixed-price 
contracts with Lockheed that would need to be restructured or 
renegotiated if spending cuts took effect, he said. Lockheed 
would then bundle those claims and bring them to the 
Pentagon, he said. 

"We're talking about very substantial amounts of money 
in claims and requests for equitable adjustment for business 
disruption," he told Reuters in an interview after delivering a 
speech to reporters. Asked if the claims could total tens of 
millions of dollars, Stevens said, "I think it's greater than that." 

Blunt Force 
Stevens said the process would deliver a "blunt force 

trauma" to the overall industry, hitting small businesses 
especially hard and setting back the Obama administration's 
drive to rebuild the U.S. high-tech manufacturing base. 

"How much real savings is there going to be?" he asked, 
noting that the government would ultimately have to bear the 
cost of breaking thousands of contracts. 

Additional budget cuts could also force Lockheed to lay 
off about 10 percent of its current workforce of 123,000, 
Stevens said, noting that current law requires the company to 
give employees 60 to 90 days' notice of possible job cuts. 

He said Lockheed had already reduced its workforce by 
about 18 percent over the past three years. 

Given the current lack of information about which 
weapons programs would be affected, the company could have 
to notify every single one of its employees as early as October 
or November - just before the U.S. presidential election - 
about possible layoffs, he said. 

Bruce Tanner, Lockheed's chief financial officer, said the 
cuts could result in a total of 500,000 job losses next year 
alone, including about half from the federal government and 
100,000 to 200,000 across the defense industry. 

Stevens said Lockheed was continuing to attack its 
overhead costs, cut capital spending, reduce outlays for 
research and development and consolidate facilities to prepare 
for leaner times. 

Tanner told Reuters that Lockheed had in the past spent 
its own money to maintain suppliers, when defense budgets 
were tied up in Congress, but it would be increasingly difficult 
to justify such spending given the uncertainty of sequestration. 

He said the prospect of sequestration was also having a 
chilling effect on mergers and acquisitions activity in the 
sector, since companies were unwilling to make commitments 
to buy or sell assets until it was clear whether the automatic 
budget cuts could be averted. 

"No one in their right mind should be doing a defense 
deal between now and January 2," when the further budget 
cuts are due to take effect, Tanner said. He added that he could 
not imagine lawmakers allowing the cuts to take effect. 
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31. Lockheed’s Comprehensive Q&A On The F-35 
(DOD BUZZ 19 JUN 12) ... Philip Ewing 

You’ve heard what Congress’ watchdog has to say about 
the F-35 program – it’s crazily over budget; outrageously 
behind schedule; and it has a lot of technical catching up 
before it can perform as advertised. 

So what does Lightning II-builder Lockheed Martin say? 
Steve O’Bryan, the vice president for F-35 business 

development, went into granular detail with reporters Tuesday 
at Lockheed’s annual media day outside Washington. It will 
not surprise you that his view of the world’s biggest defense 
program is slightly different from that of the Government 
Accountability Office. 

O’Bryan acknowledged that F-35 is not where it should 
be, but he presented a series of data-rich slides and tried to 
make the case that all other things equal, this program is on 
track and doing well. Herewith, we’ve broken O’Bryan’s 
hour-long brief into a smaller set of digestible questions and 
answers, using his latest data and details. 

Q: What kind of performance have you demonstrated 
on the three F-35 variants? 

A: The jets have made 546 flights so far this year, 
compared to 401 planned, plus the jets continue to stay ahead 
of their scheduled test points. The Air Force’s F-35A has been 
flown through much of its performance envelope, all the way 

out to Mach 1.6; above 40,000 feet; and out to 9 Gs. Testing 
with “clean wings” – absent external pylons, stores or 
weapons – is going pretty well, and that’s important because 
that’s the configuration in which they’ll almost always fly in 
the real world. 

“I have to tell you, as we see the future of the F-35 and 
look at the use case, clean wing is how we’re going fly this 
airplane 90 percent of the time,” O’Bryan said. “That is with 
internal weapons and internal air-to-air missiles – where we 
are right now is approaching 60 percent of clean wing full 
envelope test points. We are moving along; we are hitting all 
parts of the envelope; we are seeing a high-performing fifth-
generation airplane.” 

The Marine Corps’ F-35B is not quite as far along as the 
A, Lockheed says, since it’s the middle sibling, but it too has 
demonstrated much of its performance envelope. It has flown 
up to Mach 1.5, around 49,000 feet, and pulled up to 7 Gs. It 
has marked off more than half of its clean wing envelope test 
points. 

The Navy’s C model, as the baby, is the least far along, 
though O’Bryan said “it’s fair to say we’re ahead of plan on 
flights and test points.” The C has flown at Mach 1.4, up 
toward 40,000 feet, and been taken to 7.5 Gs. 
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Q: What about weapons? 
A: The F-35 has begun “weapons separation tests,” with 

the goal of building up to an actual, no-kidding weapons 
release later this year. 

Q: What about the F-35’s onboard sensors, electronic 
warfare capabilities, targeting and pilot systems? 

A: “As you can probably imagine, it’s very difficult for 
me to get an unclassified public release on the electronic 
warfare system, on the electronic attack, or other things, but 
I’ve tried to get as much as I possibly can,” O’Bryan said. He 
showed video that came from the F-35’s Distributed Aperture 
System and its Electro-Optical Targeting System, as well as a 
sensor picture from its synthetic aperture radar. 

The F-35’s sensors and targeting capabilities are world-
beating, Lockheed says, and O’Bryan gave one example: 
“What’s unique about the F-35 is the resolution that I can’t 
talk about, but what it enables is auto target recognition and 
auto target locating. So you get the ability to see and classify 
tanks, [armored personnel carriers], double-digit [surface-to-
air missile] launchers that are unique. No other airplane has 
that capability. It’s able to do it through the weather and 
because of the computer power of the F-35 it is something 
unique to the F-35.” 

In addition to its radar and laser targeting, the jet has six 
mid-wave infrared cameras that feed video right into the 
pilot’s helmet, enabling her to look anywhere, including 
through the floor of the airplane. The IR video is incredibly 
detailed, O’Bryan boasted. He showed video of an F-16 from 
the DAS perspective, and pointed out that even though it was 
not a conventional TV image, you could see the rivets on the 
fuselage and even the tail markings that showed the Viper was 
from Edwards AFB, Calif. 

Q: Sounds pretty high speed, but isn’t the helmet the 
pilot needs to use all this jacked up? 

A: Lockheed wouldn’t use that term – O’Bryan said the 
company believes it can make its original pilot helmet work as 
promised. He detailed the three major problems it has faced: 
“Latency” — a lag between what DAS sees and what it shows 
the pilot; “jitter” — the effect a jet’s natural shaking has on 
the image the pilot sees; and “night acuity” – how sensitive an 
F-35’s sensors are in total darkness. 

O’Bryan said Lockheed believes new software – ah yes, 
software; we’ll get to that in a moment – can eliminate the 
latency problem. As of now the lag between what DAS sees 
and what a pilot sees is “measured in milliseconds.” Engineers 
think they can solve “jitter” by incorporating “inertial 
stabilization units,” like the ones you might find in a digital 
camera lens. And a new camera will enable Lockheed to 
improve an F-35’s night acuity, to the point where you can 
land a B on an amphib at midnight, in the middle of the ocean, 
with no lights. 

In the meantime, as you read here last week, the program 
is also pursuing a second, less wham-o-dyne helmet in case 
the first one doesn’t materialize as promised. But could it take 
advantage of the cameras and sensors built into the F-35? 
O’Bryan said he didn’t know. The original helmet has flown 
“successfully” more than 2,000 times, he said, and Lockheed 
believes it can bring it into spec. 

Meanwhile, the GAO report said it’s costing $80 million 
to both improve the original helmet and pursue a second one 
in parallel. 

Q: Government watchdogs have said the F-35 
software situation “is as complicated as anything on 
earth.” What’s the latest? 

A: O’Bryan talked about it very carefully. He said 87 
percent of the software the F-35 needs is flying on airplanes 
today, including test versions of the next major block due out 
this summer. He said 94 percent of it has been developed in 
the lab. 

“The variance is small and it is contained,” he said. 
“Lockheed Martin and [DoD F-35 program executive officer] 
Vice Adm. David Venlet agree the schedule is adequate to 
support the software build and funding is adequate to complete 
the software build.” 

O’Bryan said that Lockheed has added a “$100 million 
lab” to work on F-35 software and added “200 heads” to the 
software effort. He said Lockheed and the program are 
“recovering schedule” on the software, and he laid down a 
marker for when we’ll be able to see how it’s going. 

“The test of that will be when we release the complete 
Block 2A software to flight test – that’s where I’d be able to 
give you a metric to demonstrate that,” O’Bryan said. It 
should appear “this summer. I’d ask you to measure us to 
that.” 

O’Bryan did not discuss — and in fairness, no one asked 
him about — the Autonomic Logistics Information System, 
the software that F-35s and their crews will use to manage 
parts and maintenance. GAO has said that is even further 
behind than the airplanes’ software. 

Q: All right, we’ve talked about the helmet and the 
software. What about the C’s tailhook redesign? 

A: Here’s what O’Bryan said: “The distance between the 
main landing gear and the tailhook on the F-35C is the shortest 
of any naval aviation carrier airplane that we’ve had. Because 
we have to hide the hook — because if you had a hook 
exposed you wouldn’t be as stealthy airplane, that distance is 
tighter than any other. So it means when you roll over the wire 
when you land on the deck, the wire goes flush to the deck, 
and then you have to pick that wire up as it’s generally on the 
deck. So what we’ve had to do is re-design the hook shank. 

Every airplane’s hook shank — as you’d imagine, you 
ground those things down, dragging it around, so it’s a 
remove-and-replace kind of thing. It has a bolt through the 
back of it and it holds on to the hook and we’ve redesigned 
that to have a lower center of gravity, or in a more mundane 
way, to make it a sharper hook point. And that allows us to 
pick up the wire. And we’ve already done testing on that. 
We’ve done it at 80, 90 and 100 knots and we’ve got a good 
design for the hook point now. 

The other thing we need to do is, we need to make sure 
that the hook stays flush on the deck. So what you don’t want 
— and I was a Navy pilot, so I apologize if I’m using a lot of 
vernacular here – you want to keep that hook on the deck so it 
doesn’t bounce, or the words we used was skip. It can do that 
a couple different ways. It can move laterally and it can hit 
other stuff and just bounce, if you will. Another technical 
term. So what we’ve done is we’re going to modify what’s 
called the hold-down damper, kind of a good name for a thing 
because it does exactly that, it holds the hooks down, it 
dampens any oscillation. We’ll increase pressure on hook to 
do that. 
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The whole thing is a remove-and-replace assembly so any 
modifications we make to it is an easy fix.” 

Q: So when will we actually see an F-35C make its 
first trap aboard an aircraft carrier? 

A: O’Bryan: “We’re accumulating loads; we’ve done 
rolling arrestments; we’ll do field arrestments next year and 
the plan is to go to the boat in early 2014, well in time to make 
the U.S. Navy [initial operational capability]. 

Q: Wait a tick – according to the Joint Program 
Office, there is no official IOC for these jets right now. Is 
that an internal Lockheed IOC or one the Navy uses 
internally? 

A: O’Bryan: “Why can I say that? I think you’ll see the 
amount of margin I have to say that means it’s reasonable to 
assume that. The Navy stated IOC publicly as post-Block 3F 
software, which the [F-35]A completes before the B, which 
completes before the C. On that, we’re not scheduled finish 
Block 3F testing until after 2016. So going to the boat in 2014 
– they’ve said IOC is post-Block 3F, so there’s some margin 
there.” 

Q: There was another component kerfuffle about a 
variant of this airplane: Canada had a little political 

dustup awhile back because its aerial refueling tankers use 
the probe-and-drogue system for its CF-18 Hornets. In 
that setup, the tanker trails a basket and fighter extends its 
own probe to refuel. But Canada plans to buy F-35As, 
which were designed for the U.S. Air Force’s refueling 
system, in which a human operator aboard the tanker flies 
a boom into a port on the fighter – in this case, on the A’s 
spine, aft of the cockpit. So has Lockheed talked with 
Canada about buying Navy-model Cs, to keep the probe-
and-drogue setup, or modifying its As? 

A: O’Bryan: “We anticipated a number of the operators 
would want probe-and-drogue refueling in the F-35A and we 
kept that space empty on the F-35A to accommodate probe 
and drogue refueling. We‘ve done a number of studies – 
funded studies, not projects – funded studies to evaluate that, 
paid for by the countries who want that to happen. It’s a 
relatively easy … doable change.” 

So if you’re keeping score at home, you could almost 
count this as a fourth variant of the F-35 – because this 
program wasn’t complicated enough. 
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32. Navy Moves Forward On Advanced Airborne Radar 
(AVIATION WEEK 18 JUN 12) ... Bill Sweetman 

A full-scale development program is underway to develop 
a version of the U. S. Navy's Boeing P-8A Poseidon maritime 
patrol aircraft (MPA), fitted with a long-range, high-resolution 
surveillance radar. It could provide a ready-made, Navy-
funded replacement for the aging Joint Stars while potentially 
performing maritime targeting missions. 

The Raytheon Advanced Airborne Sensor (AAS) project, 
which has been under contract since July 2009, has received 
Milestone B approval for development and production 
planning and is proceeding toward critical design review. 

Boeing received a $277 million contract in February to 
modify the first P-8A, aircraft T-1, for aerodynamic and 
structural tests of the AAS radar pod, which is carried under 
the fuselage. Those tests are to be completed by August 2016. 
The radar itself, a much-modernized evolutionary 
development of the Raytheon APS-149 Littoral Surveillance 
Radar System (LSRS) is to be tested on a P-3C Orion, the 
current carrier for the APS-149. The value of the radar 
development contract has not been disclosed. 

The Navy's goal is to acquire an undisclosed number of 
AAS systems and A-kits (parts that are attached to the aircraft 
to support the radar) and to configure some P-8As to carry the 
radar. Initial operational capability dates are also secret, but 
Boeing/Navy P-8A briefings suggest it is likely to follow the 
2016 fielding of the P-8A's Increment 2 upgrade. 

The P-8A radar plan has been in the works for almost a 
decade, but has been shrouded in secrecy because its 
predecessor, LSRS, was a black program—a classified and 
unacknowledged effort. To this day, although some AAS-
related contracts have been announced, the program has no 
publicly visible budget. None of its elements has been 
competed or subjected to a formal analysis of alternatives 
process. AAS is managed by a one-program office, Advanced 
Sensor Technology, under the direction of Rear Adm. Don 

Gaddis, program executive officer for tactical aviation at 
Naval Air Systems Command. 

LSRS itself was developed by the former Texas 
Instruments unit of Raytheon, which has historically provided 
Navy patrol aircraft with their search radars. The program 
started in the late 1990s or early 2000s and attained early 
operational capability in 2005, carried on P-3Cs flown by 
patrol squadron VP-46 out of NAS Whidbey Island, Wash. 
After the program was mentioned (apparently accidentally) in 
an unclassified document, and the modified aircraft had been 
photographed in transit to and from the Middle East, a small 
amount of information was released. 

It is known that the LSRS P-3s have been extensively 
used both to support combat operations—not only for the 
Navy—and for tests and demonstrations, including tracking 
both land and maritime moving targets for engagements by 
stand-off missiles. 

Based on active, electronically scanned array technology, 
LSRS has been assessed as far superior to the older APY-7 
carried by Joint Stars. The antenna is double-sided, so the 
aircraft can scan simultaneously to left or right, and the radar 
can interleave ground moving target indication (GMTI) and 
synthetic aperture radar (SAR) modes rather than being 
restricted to one mode at a time. 

AAS is expected to be more capable than LSRS, and will 
include new features such as NetTrack, developed by the 
Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency, to track high-
value targets—for example, key insurgent personnel and their 
vehicles—in high-clutter environments, by using high-range 
resolution radar measurements. AAS has what Boeing 
describes as “weapon-capability" accuracy, and Boeing 
illustrations and videos show aircraft directly striking ground 
targets with Small Diameter Bombs. 

However, the system could also have potential for 
maritime operations. In 2004, the USAF used Joint Stars to 
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guide datalinked weapons onto ship targets in the Resultant 
Fury exercise, using technology from the Affordable Moving 
Surface Target Engagement project. The latest Naval Aviation 
Vision report, published in March, discussed development of a 
follow-on strike weapon to replace Harpoon and SLAM-ER, 
which will be “net-enabled" and a maritime interdiction 
version of Tomahawk—both of which would be designed to 
exploit long-range, high-resolution targeting from other 
platforms. 

Plans to develop this version of the P-8A started in 2003, 
before Boeing was selected as the winner of the Navy's Multi-
mission Maritime Aircraft (MMA) program. At that time, 
Boeing changed the basis of its MMA design from the 737-
700 to the longer-bodied 737-800 and introduced an aft 

weapon bay and two forward-fuselage centerline hardpoints. 
At the time, Boeing would only say the design was to 
accommodate a classified Navy capability, but in fact, it was 
to accommodate the antenna of the LSRS. 

The inter-service politics of the program are intricate. The 
Navy is apparently willing to dedicate some of its P-8s to a 
largely overland, joint-service mission, possibly to maintain 
support for its large MPA force, while Boeing sees potential 
for selling up to 15 air-ground surveillance versions of the P-
8A to the Air Force to replace Joint Stars. The USAF “is really 
fighting to not put any more money into large-platform 
GMTI," says one observer. “I can't honestly see how they win 
that fight in the long run. It's too easy for the Army to claim 
they absolutely need GMTI and the Air force must provide it." 
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33. Shrimp’s Furious ‘Fists’ May Damage-Proof Ships 
Tiny sea creature unharmed when punching with 200 pounds of force 
(NAVY TIMES 25 JUN 12) ... Jacqueline Klimas 

Next time you throw some shrimp on the barbecue, 
remember one thing — those crustaceans could one day save 
your life. 

Scientists at the University of California, Riverside are 
studying military applications for one species in particular — 
the peacock mantis shrimp, whose hammer fists may unlock 
secrets to better protection for ships, planes, Humvees and 
personal armor. 

The colorful 4-inch-long shrimp, located in tropical 
waters, is notable for its bright-orange, fist-like appendages 
that can smash through clam shells, small fishes’ skulls and 
even aquarium glass at a velocity of 45 mph underwater with 
200 pounds of force, according to lead researcher David 
Kisailus. The shrimp can punch about 50,000 times over a 
span of about four months before the limb is injured, at which 
point it can grow a new one. 

Kisailus and his team are trying to replicate the 
lightweight, impact-resistant qualities of the shrimp’s club. 

When he began looking at the mantis shrimp’s hammer-
fist in 2007, Kisailus said he intuitively saw military 
applications because of the impact the structure can withstand. 
One application is the design of shock-resistant body armor to 
prevent internal injuries. He also said the material could be 
used for helmets to prevent concussions. 

In addition to body armor, the new material could also be 
used to replace the steel plates that are mounted above the 
guns on a ship’s deck to provide added protection from enemy 
fire, he said. 

Kisailus has sent a proposal to the Office of Naval 
Research Young Investigator Program, which awards up to 
$170,000 per year for up to three years to an institution. He 
has not received a response. 

The Air Force Office of Scientific Research has provided 
$600,000 to support Kisailus’ research, according to a 
university news release. 

"If you can get the structure down and understand how it 
all works together to mitigate not only that initial impact, but 
repeated impacts, then you can think about incorporating this 
type of material into something you want to protect, like an 

armor," said Hugh De Long, director of math information and 
life sciences at the Air Force office. 

The key to designing this protective material is replicating 
the three-part structure of the club, according to researchers. 
The outermost section is made of hard crystalline minerals and 
acts like your knuckles when throwing a punch, Kisailus said. 

The layer behind that is made of softer organic material 
and is designed to absorb impact. These fibers are arranged 
with layers stacked on top of each other in a shape similar to 
rotini pasta. 

The third part of the club is called the striated layer and is 
made of fibers running parallel to each other wrapped around 
the club, like "a boxer that puts tape around his fists," Kisailus 
said. 

He and his team have just started testing a prototype 
composite plate made of epoxy and fiberglass that stopped 
bullets, but weighed less than steel plates. 

In addition to personal protection, the technology could 
be used to extend the life of the Navy’s ships. When the 
mantis shrimp strikes its prey, the club moves so fast through 
the water that tiny bubbles appear, called cavitation, 
imploding against the prey, but causing no damage to the 
shrimp itself. If researchers can figure out why, it may lead to 
advancements in how to prevent cavitation damage on ships’ 
propellers. 

Kisailus said the idea could be applied to Humvees as 
well, better protecting against improvised explosive devices, 
or protecting unmanned aerial vehicles or helicopters against 
enemy fire. 

"It’s more for close-ground support," De Long said. "We 
think about using this on a helicopter because they are close to 
the ground or our A-10 [Thunderbolt] aircraft, which has that 
titanium shell inside of it. We could replace the titanium with 
this to protect it against round impact." Kisailus said he 
expects a refined model of the material to be available in two 
to three years for testing by the military. In the future model, 
the cheap epoxy and fiberglass used in the prototype could be 
replaced with strong engineering materials such as carbon 
fibers. 
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BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
34. Admiral Takes Global Message Locally In Alabama 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 19 JUN 12) ... Bill Doughty, Navy Region Hawaii Public Affairs 

PEARL HARBOR -- The commander of Navy Region 
Hawaii and Naval Surface Group Middle Pacific, is back at 
work June 18 after four days of community partnership-
building in his home state of Alabama. 

Rear Adm. Frank Ponds' visit to Selma, Birmingham, 
Montgomery and Tuskegee was part of the Navy's 50 flag 
officers in 50 states community outreach initiative. 

Ponds met with mayors, business leaders and educators. 
He visited the Birmingham VA Medical Center, the 
Birmingham Civil Rights Institute, University of Alabama and 
Tuskegee University, and he spoke to Kiwanis, Lions and 
Rotary clubs about the Navy's mission of protecting commerce 
on the world's oceans. 

Millions of tons of cargo are shipped through the 
Alabama State Port Authority each year to more than 175 
locations worldwide. More than 100,000 jobs in the state are 
linked directly to trade. 

"Alabama is important to the Navy and the Navy is 
important to Alabama," said Ponds. 

His message to each group included the CNO's sailing 
directions, Navy's commitment to renewable energy and other 
global issues and how they related locally. 

"I spoke about what the Navy is doing, especially in the 
Pacific, as a global force for good - in partnership building, 
maritime security and humanitarian/civic assistance support, 
such as Pacific Partnership. The partnerships we build help us 
promote understanding and cooperation that ultimately helps 
businesses in Alabama." 

Ponds also spoke about the context and consequences of 
the War of 1812 (200 years ago this year) and Battle of 
Midway (70 years ago this month), two pivotal events that 
shaped the Navy and the nation. 

He engaged with school administrators, educators and 
students at various levels. 

At Tuskegee University, Ponds met with professors and 
students at the College of Engineering & Physical Sciences. 

"I showed him the work we have with the Navy and some 
other research related to STEM - science, technology, 
engineering and mathematics," said professor and Associate 
Dean Heshmat Aglan. "The admiral met with PHD students 
and also high school students who are part of our program." 

"We had very fruitful discussions, and we hope we can 
develop an even greater partnership with the Navy," Aglan 
said. 

Ponds stopped at Birmingham's Horizons School, whose 
mission statement reads, "preparing young adults with 
learning difficulties for an independent life." 

"Our students were very impressed," said school director 
Dr. Jade Carter. "What Admiral Ponds was able to do was 
give concrete specifics about very global concepts - and they 
got it. Rarely is someone so able to communicate a global 
message in a way that students can really connect with." 

At a Kiwanis Club talk, he spoke about Navy's 
importance and relevance to Alabama. 

John "Lex" Williamson Jr., youth scholarship committee 
chairman for the Boys and Girls Club of Central Alabama, 
sent an email to Ponds after the talk. 

"As you know, Alabama has a long history of leadership 
in the Navy," Williamson wrote. "My father, from 
Birmingham, retired as a captain, but was the creator of the 
Williamson Turn while at sub chaser training school in Miami 
in the early 40s. He was also the executive officer on the USS 
England which sank six Japanese submarines in 12 days in the 
Pacific. I am bragging, but he would have enjoyed your 
representing the Navy." 

During his visit June 11-14 Ponds gave several media 
interviews and spoke about the people who comprise today's 
Navy. 

"Right now, we have the most highly educated, highly 
trained and highly patriotic individuals serving as we have 
ever had in the history of this country," he said. "The 
generation that is serving today are a fabulous bunch. And 
their families are committed to that service as well." 

Ponds credited his Alabama roots for his work ethic, 
family values and commitment to service. 

Ponds was raised in western Autauga County. He 
graduated from Autaugaville High School in 1977 and earned 
a Bachelor of Science degree from the University of Alabama 
in 1982. He received his commission from Officer Candidate 
School in 1983. 

From his office window at Joint Base Pearl Harbor-
Hickam, Ponds can look at his eleven surface warships that 
comprise Commander Naval Surface Group, Middle Pacific. 
Dozens of ships will be arriving next week for the Rim of the 
Pacific exercise, which starts June 29. 

As Commander Navy Region Hawaii, where he leads 
more than 3,200 civilian and military personnel, Ponds 
provides support at JBPHH on Oahu and Pacific Missile 
Range Facility on Kauai to units assigned to Commander U.S. 
Pacific Fleet, providing readiness support that enables 
warfighters to operate forward. 
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35. Navy And Council To Discuss Air Study And Crash Zones 
The report has sparked widespread community interest and on Tuesday the City Council will have its chance 
to quiz Navy Capt. Yancy Lindsey about it. 
(CORONADO (CA) PATCH 19 JUN 12) ... Gloria Tierney 

Coronado residents are fairly immune to noise from Navy 
jets and helicopters. Many call it the “sound of freedom." 

Recently residents along Ocean Boulevard have had cause 
to rethink this attitude.  

In April, the Navy released the Air Installation 
Compatible Use Zone (AICUZ) study, which placed more 
than 400 homes and the Hotel del Coronado in an Accident 



 28

Potential Zone (APZ), a designation that doesn’t permit homes 
or the types of businesses there now. 

Capt. Yancy B. Lindsey, commanding officer of Naval 
Base Coronado, will make a presentation on the study to the 
City Council at its Tuesday meeting, where he will take 
questions from the council. 

Last month, the Navy also held open houses in Coronado 
and Imperial Beach to discuss the report with residents. 

Mayor Casey Tanaka and other city officials have 
expressed concerns about limits the report could place on land 
owners' property rights. 

Under a state law passed in 2002 the San Diego Airport 
Authority’s Airport Land Use Compatibility Plan and 
Coronado’s General Plan must comply with the AICUZ. 

The Knight Act, as it is generally known, was an attempt 
to discourage cities from developing property too close to 
military air bases. It was passed during the housing boom 
when any available land was ripe for development. 

“Lancaster near Edwards Air Force Base was the kind of 
fast-growing community the state had in mind," said 
Councilman Mike Woiwode said. 

“Coronado was here first, so it’s not the city encroaching 
on the Navy, it’s the Navy encroaching on the city." 

For now local officials can only ask questions and raise 
concerns. The city can’t act until the airport authority issues its 
report and that won’t happen for about 18 months. 

“Right now there is not a problem, but down the road 
there could be," Woiwode said. 

"The Navy's expectation is that as long as (land) use 
doesn't change, everything will stay the same. If your house 
burns down you can rebuild, but you will not be able to tear it 
down and build two houses. That would be a change in use. At 
least that is the expectation," he added, saying the city won't 
know until the airport authority finishes its compatibility plan. 

Councilwoman Carrie Downey, an attorney, warned that 
Lindsey won't have answers to some resident's questions. 

“The Navy can only answer technical questions about the 
report itself, not legal theories about what might happen," she 
said. 
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36. Operation Shower Provides Shower Gifts To Expectant And New Mothers 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 20 JUN 12) ... Lt. Cmdr. Jennifer Cragg, Commander, Submarine Group 2 Public Affairs 

CROMWELL, Conn. --- Forty expectant and new moms, 
whose spouses are deployed, were showered with recognition 
and gifts during a group baby shower themed "Come Sail 
Away with Me" in Cromwell, June 19, in conjunction with the 
PGA Travelers Championship. 

The event was sponsored by the non-profit organization 
Operation Shower and Birdies for the Brave and marks the 
second time the event was held in Connecticut and for wives 
of submariners. 

Twenty expectant and new moms attended last year's 
Operation Shower event. This year, in addition to the Navy 
spouses, Operation Shower also invited moms married to 
deployed Connecticut Army National Guardsmen. 

"For military wives who are expecting a baby and whose 
spouses are deployed or soon to be deployed, the impending 
arrival of a child can be both exciting and stressful," said 
LeAnn Morrissey, Operation Shower founder. "Operation 
Shower was created specifically because typically military 
moms are the ones who hold it all together at home. Without 
their spouses by their side, deployed to another part of the 
world, these moms deserve our support, our thanks, our love 
and an opportunity to celebrate together." 

In addition to the expectant and new military moms 
attending the Operation Shower event, several ombudsmen 
assigned to Commander, Submarine Group 2 submarines also 
attended the event. 

"Operation Shower was not around when I had my 
children, but what a great experience for our military spouses 
who sacrifice so much," said USS Annapolis co-ombudsman 
Melissa Coers, who is a mother of four, three of whom are 
triplets. 

The event was held in the Birdies for the Brave Patriots' 
Outpost at TPC River Highlands during the PGA Travelers 
Championship. 

Each mom received an array of unique, high-quality 
products and gift items for mothers and babies that have been 
donated by numerous companies. From onesies and baby 
bottles to clothing, crib bedding, diaper bags and toys, the gifts 
will go a long way toward raising the spirits of the moms-to-
be, many of whom would not otherwise have the opportunity 
to experience a baby shower. 

Melanie Breckenridge, wife of Rear Adm. Rick 
Breckenridge, Commander, Submarine Group 2, thanked the 
Operation Shower organization for supporting the wives of 
submariners serving in the "Silent Service." 

"Even more silent than the 'Silent Service' are the wives 
of the submarine force," said Breckenridge. "Much of what 
they do to support our country goes largely unrecognized. 
That is why support from Operation Baby Shower and Birdies 
for the Brave means so much because it shines a little light 
and love on our incredibly hard working Navy wives." 

Amy Sabbatini, wife of six-time PGA TOUR champion 
Rory Sabbatini, served as the event's honorary host and 
praised the military moms for their service and sacrifice. 

"I am honored to join with Operation Shower," said 
Sabbatini. "Their service and sacrifice deserve to be 
recognized, and it is very humbling to have the opportunity to 
do that through this special shower during the Travelers." 

Operation Shower is a non-profit organization dedicated 
to celebrating and honoring military families by providing 
joyful baby showers for military moms-to-be to ease the stress 
of deployment. Since the organization's inception in 2007, 
Operation Shower has showered almost 800 military moms 
from the Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines and National Guard 
on military bases, during PGA TOUR tournaments, and at 
other locations. 
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37. 2 Groups Sue To Block Navy Plans For Second Bangor Munitions Wharf 
A group of anti-nuclear activists filed an environmental lawsuit in Tacoma Tuesday seeking to block the 
Navy from building a second munitions wharf at Naval Base Kitsap Bangor, home port to the nation's 
largest fleet of nuclear submarines. 
(SEATTLE TIMES 19 JUN 12) ... Kyung M. Song 

WASHINGTON — A pair of anti-nuclear groups filed 
suit Tuesday to block impending construction of a second 
munitions wharf at Naval Base Kitsap Bangor, a legal 
challenge they hope will help scrap the $715 million project 
altogether. 

The lawsuit contends the Navy failed to conduct proper 
environmental reviews and to consider viable alternatives to 
building a six-acre weapons-handling wharf over the sensitive 
waters of Hood Canal. 

The suit was filed in U.S. District Court in Tacoma by 
Ground Zero Center for Nonviolent Action, of Poulsbo, Kitsap 
County, and Washington Physicians for Social Responsibility, 
of Seattle. By bringing a procedural case under the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), the nonprofit groups are 
aiming to ultimately derail a project they consider a dangerous 
and unneeded Cold War relic. 

Glen Milner, a Lake Forest Park resident and activist, is 
also a plaintiff. Milner took the Navy to the Supreme Court in 
another case involving a Freedom of Information request 
regarding the munitions depot on Indian Island in Jefferson 
County. 

The Navy has said the existing 1970s-era wharf at Bangor 
lacks capacity to handle ongoing upgrade work on the Trident 
II D5 ballistic missiles carried aboard the base's eight nuclear 
submarines. 

Leslie Yuenger,a spokeswoman at Bangor, said "the Navy 
does not comment on on-going litigation." 

The second wharf has been chiefly championed in 
Congress by Rep. Norm Dicks, a Bremerton Democrat whose 
district includes the naval base. Last month, Dicks helped 
insert $280 million as second-installment funding in the House 
version of the 2013 defense-spending bill. That followed $78 
million that Congress appropriated for the current fiscal year. 

The Navy gave final approval for the project on May 4. 
Days later, it announced a $331 million construction contract 
to a joint venture composed of Skanska USA, American 
Bridge Co. and Nova Group. 

The four-year construction is to begin as soon as the 
Army Corps of Engineers issues permits. The wharf would be 
south of and adjacent to the existing wharf. 

Kathy George, an attorney with Harrison Benis & Spence 
in Seattle who is representing the plaintiffs, said a central 
requirement under NEPA is for federal agencies to issue an 
environmental-impact statement in order to publicly assess 
any potential harm and possible alternatives. 

George, however, contends the Navy didn't seriously 
consider other options. For instance, the suit alleges, the Navy 
did not fully explore the possibility of locating the new wharf 
in Kings Bay, Ga., home of the remaining fleet of six Trident 
submarines, or operating the existing wharf at Bangor around 
the clock. 

The Navy considered six alternatives to building the 
second wharf. Five of them dealt with design choices, such as 
the size of the piles or whether the access trestles should be 
combined or separated. The Navy dismissed the sixth 
alternative — making do with the current wharf — by saying 
that without another wharf it "would not have the required 
facilities to perform routine operations and upgrades." 

Without rigorous assessment, the public and lawmakers 
"can't be sure the Navy is making the right decision," George 
said. "It is our contention that the (Navy) did not disclose 
some of the most critical information." 

Bradley Karkkainen, an environmental-law expert at the 
University of Minnesota Law School, said even if the Navy 
were found to have violated NEPA, that wouldn't be enough to 
block the wharf. But the suit could slow down the project and 
possibly "create a different political climate that could make 
agencies reconsider." 

The Navy's final environmental-impact statement says 
building the wharf could potentially harm fish and birds, some 
of which are protected under the Endangered Species Act. 
They include summer-run chum salmon, Puget Sound chinook 
salmon and Puget Sound steelhead. 

Noise from driving the steel pipe piles, shading from the 
wharf and air pollution from construction could reduce habitat 
for eelgrass, interfere with migration of juvenile salmon and 
potentially injure other marine life. 

The Navy has proposed ways to mitigate the impact, such 
as restricting pile driving to early mornings and late evenings 
in the breeding season for marbled murrelets. 
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NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
38. Biden Promotes Service To Military Families 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 19 JUN 12) ... Lisa Daniel 

WASHINGTON – Dr. Jill Biden shed light on her 
message of rallying support for military families yesterday 
with a presentation before one of the world’s largest 
gatherings devoted to volunteerism. 

Biden, wife of Vice President Joe Biden, spoke in 
Chicago at the National Conference on Volunteering and 
Service, which brought together an estimated 5,000 people to 
discuss ideas and challenges in community service. The 
conference is sponsored by Point of Light, a nonprofit born in 

1990 out of former President George H.W. Bush’s call for 
volunteerism. The organization last year assisted 4.3 million 
volunteers and 77,052 partners in 20 countries, according to its 
website. 

Biden, whose son served in the Army in Iraq, told the 
audience that one of the “best parts of my role as second lady 
is spending time with so many veterans and military families.” 
She said she always is inspired by their strength and resilience 
and said they represent only 1 percent of the U.S. population. 
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That’s why, she said, she and First Lady Michelle Obama 
started the Joining Forces campaign to mobilize all of America 
to support troops, veterans and families. 

Since then, Americans have stepped up in many ways, 
Biden said, either as individuals, congregations, communities 
or companies. Points of Light has facilitated volunteerism 
such as: 

 MissionServe and The Mission Continues that 
underscore the connection between military service 
and engaging returning veterans in civilian service; 

 Connecting thousands of veterans serving in 
AmeriCorps and SeniorCorps with 200 communities 
serving 700,000 military families in the next two 
years; and 

 Offering support to nonprofits like Operation 
Homefront and the National Military Family 
Association. 

“This type of community support is absolutely critical to 
military families – not just while our troops are deployed … or 
when we welcome them home … but for the months and years 
after they return to their communities,” Biden said. 

Today, the Corporation for National and Community 
Service announced that more than 1,000 new AmeriCorps 
members – the largest in the agency’s history -- will provide 
education, employment and other services to veterans and 
military families this year, White House officials said in a 
news release. 

The new AmeriCorps members will add to the support of 
more than 140 organizations and at least 27,000 Senior Corps 
and AmeriCorps members to serve some 600,000 veterans and 
military families in more than 200 communities across the 

country, giving a major boost to the Joining Forces initiative, 
it says. 

“Our servicemen and women risk everything to protect 
America. It is our solemn obligation to support them and their 
families when they come home,” said Wendy Spencer, CEO 
of the Corporation for National and Community Service. “At 
CNCS, we have taken this mission to heart. Serving and 
engaging veterans and military families is a top priority for us, 
and we are proud to make significant new investments to 
support those who have served.” 

Spencer announced that CNCS will award more than $6.2 
million in AmeriCorps grants to the American Legion 
Auxiliary, AMVETS, the California Department of Veterans 
Affairs, Community Anti-Drug Coalitions of America, Points 
of Light, Rebuilding Together, the Washington Vet Corps, and 
others. 

AmeriCorps members will provide services including job 
placement, behavioral health counseling, community 
rehabilitation and reintegration projects, homeless veteran 
support and financial literacy, and tutoring children of 
deployed service members, she said. 

More than 16,000 military veterans have already served 
as AmeriCorps members, Koby J. Langley, CNCS’ senior 
advisor for wounded warrior, veterans and military family 
initiatives, said. 

“The skills and leadership abilities forged in the hills of 
Afghanistan and sands of Iraq can be applied to solving 
problems here at home,” he said. “AmeriCorps offers an 
opportunity to continue serving on a different battlefield, 
helping meet challenges in our communities.” 
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39. 10 Things You May Not Know About The War Of 1812 
(THE HISTORY CHANNEL 18 JUN 12) ... Christopher Klein 

On June 18, 1812, U.S. President James Madison signed a 
congressionally approved declaration of war against Great 
Britain. As the bicentennial commemorations of the War of 
1812 begin, explore 10 surprising facts about the conflict. 

1. The bicentennial of the War of 1812 is a much 
bigger deal in Canada than in the United States. 

Although it produced patriotic icons such as “The Star-
Spangled Banner” and “Old Ironsides,” the War of 1812 is 
often lost in the American memory, overshadowed by its epic 
bookends—the Revolutionary and Civil Wars. Not so in 
Canada, where the war is credited with forging a national 
identity as Canadians united to repel a series of American 
invasions. While an ambivalent U.S. Congress declined to 
even create a national bicentennial commission, the Canadian 
government committed nearly $30 million to bicentennial 
events, including dedication of a new national war monument. 

2. American leaders expected that Canadians would 
greet them as liberators. 

Political and military leaders in the United States 
expected that conquering Canada, a British colony with one-
twentieth its population and many American-born émigrés, 
would be, as former President Thomas Jefferson wrote, “a 
mere matter of marching.” Indeed, many Americans assumed 
that Canadians would be eager to join the United States. As 
U.S. Secretary of War William Eustis declared, “We can take 

Canada without soldiers. We have only to send officers into 
the provinces and the people, disaffected toward their own 
government, will rally around our standard.” Rather than 
welcoming them with open arms, however, Canadians took up 
arms to successfully repel the Yankee invaders. 

3. The War of 1812 produced its own Paul Revere, 
except this folk hero warned the British that the 
Americans were coming. 

Born in Massachusetts and the daughter of a 
Revolutionary War patriot, Laura Secord might be an unlikely 
Canadian icon. But on the evening of June 21, 1813, the 37-
year-old wife of a Canadian Loyalist soldier and mother of 
five learned of secret American plans to ambush a nearby 
British outpost. With her wounded husband bedridden, Secord 
hiked the next day through 20 miles of swamps and forests to 
warn the British. As a result of her trek, the Americans were 
routed at the Battle of Beaver Dams. 

4. “The Star-Spangled Banner” was set to the tune of 
an English drinking song. 

Following a fierce night of British bombardment, the 
Baltimore dawn of September 14, 1814, revealed the huge 
American flag still fluttering over Fort McHenry. In a burst of 
patriotic pride, lawyer Francis Scott Key penned four verses 
he dubbed “Defence of Fort McHenry.” Within weeks, it was 
published with sheet music under a more lyrical title, “The 
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Star-Spangled Banner.” The song, which became the 
American national anthem in 1931, was set to the melody of 
an English drinking song, “To Anacreon in Heaven,” and 
musicologists believe Key had this tune in mind when he 
wrote the lyrics. 

5. During the war, New Englanders considered 
seceding from the United States. 

The concepts of states’ rights, nullification and secession 
so associated with the South were actually first voiced by the 
North during the War of 1812. New England fiercely opposed 
“Mr. Madison’s War” from the very start, and the region 
suffocated under British naval blockades. By 1814, the 
starving citizens of Nantucket pledged neutrality, the 
Massachusetts governor sent a secret emissary to negotiate a 
separate peace with the British and some New Englanders 
even advocated secession. In the final weeks of 1814, 26 
delegates from across New England meeting behind closed 
doors at the Hartford Convention ultimately decided not to call 
for secession, but they heartily endorsed states’ rights and 
nullification. 

6. Before the British set Washington, D.C., ablaze, the 
Americans torched a capital city. 

Throughout the war, British and American forces were 
equal-opportunity arsonists. More than a year before British 
forces incinerated their national capital, American forces in 
1813 sacked York (present-day Toronto), the capital of Upper 
Canada. After an ammunition explosion at a garrison killed 
300 Americans, irate U.S. forces responded by burning York’s 
provincial parliament and other public buildings. A British 
imperial lion looted by the Americans is still possessed by the 
U.S. Naval Academy. 

7. A serendipitous thunderstorm and a lethal tornado 
saved Washington, D.C., from further destruction. 

British troops marched into Washington, D.C., on August 
24, 1814, and set the White House, Capitol and other federal 
buildings afire. The following day, the arson continued until a 
drenching two-hour thunderstorm extinguished the flames. 

The massive storm spawned a rare tornado that blew roofs off 
buildings, buckled a bridge over the Potomac River and even 
lifted two cannons off the ground. According to the National 
Weather Service, flying debris from the tornado killed more 
British soldiers than American guns did during their brief 
occupation of the nation’s capital. 

8. After being torched, Washington, D.C., was nearly 
abandoned as the national capital. 

In September 1814, a homeless Congress returned to a 
broken and dispirited Washington, D.C., and met in makeshift 
quarters. With a cash-strapped government facing a costly 
reconstruction, the first item of business was a proposal to 
return the capital to Philadelphia. After weeks of spirited 
debate, the House of Representatives narrowly rejected the 
measure by an 83-to-74 vote. 

9. The biggest American victory came after the signing 
of the peace treaty. 

On Christmas Eve 1814, American and British envoys in 
Ghent, Belgium, signed a peace treaty that would end the War 
of 1812 once ratified. News of the Treaty of Ghent was still 
weeks away from arriving in the United States, however, when 
future President Andrew Jackson spearheaded a decisive 
victory over the British at the Battle of New Orleans on 
January 8, 1815. The war didn’t officially end, however, until 
Madison inked his name on the Senate-ratified treaty on 
February 17, 1815. 

10. It’s unclear who, if anyone, won the War of 1812. 
It’s clear, however, who lost. 

In the rematch of the American Revolution, the two sides 
played to a draw, with the Treaty of Ghent reverting to status 
quo ante bellum. Little changed for the two signatories, but for 
Native American tribes, many of whom had fought alongside 
the British to block American expansion, the war left a terrible 
legacy. With Native Americans weakened and without the 
protection of a European power, the war set the stage for 
American expansion westward in the decades to come. 
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40. U.S. And Israel Created 'Flame' 
Computer virus targeted Iran Officials describe effort to slow nuclear program 
(WASHINGTON POST 20 JUN 12) ... Ellen Nakashima and Greg Miller 

The United States and Israel jointly developed a 
sophisticated computer virus nicknamed Flame that collected 
intelligence in preparation for cyber-sabotage aimed at 
slowing Iran’s ability to develop a nuclear weapon, according 
to Western officials with knowledge of the effort. 

The massive piece of malware secretly mapped and 
monitored Iran’s computer networks, sending back a steady 
stream of intelligence to prepare for a cyber-warfare 
campaign, according to the officials. 

The effort, involving the National Security Agency, the 
CIA and Israel’s military, has included the use of destructive 
software such as the Stuxnet virus to cause malfunctions in 
Iran’s nuclear-enrichment equipment. 

The emerging details about Flame provide new clues to 
what is thought to be the first sustained campaign of cyber-
sabotage against an adversary of the United States. 

“This is about preparing the battlefield for another type of 
covert action,” said one former high-ranking U.S. intelligence 
official, who added that Flame and Stuxnet were elements of a 

broader assault that continues today. “Cyber-collection against 
the Iranian program is way further down the road than this.” 

Flame came to light last month after Iran detected a series 
of cyberattacks on its oil industry. The disruption was directed 
by Israel in a unilateral operation that apparently caught its 
American partners off guard, according to several U.S. and 
Western officials who spoke on the condition of anonymity. 

There has been speculation that Washington had a role in 
developing Flame, but the collaboration on the virus between 
the United States and Israel has not been previously 
confirmed. Commercial security researchers reported last 
week that Flame contained some of the same code as Stuxnet. 
Experts described the overlap as DNA-like evidence that the 
two sets of malware were parallel projects run by the same 
entity. 

Spokesmen for the CIA, the NSA and the Office of the 
Director of National Intelligence, as well as the Israeli 
Embassy in Washington, declined to comment. 
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The virus is among the most sophisticated and subversive 
pieces of malware to be exposed to date. Experts said the 
program was designed to replicate across even highly secure 
networks, then control everyday computer functions to send 
secrets back to its creators. The code could activate computer 
microphones and cameras, log keyboard strokes, take screen 
shots, extract geo-location data from images, and send and 
receive commands and data through Bluetooth wireless 
technology. 

Flame was designed to do all this while masquerading as 
a routine Microsoft software update; it evaded detection for 
several years by using a sophisticated program to crack an 
encryption algorithm. 

“This is not something that most security researchers have 
the skills or resources to do,” said Tom Parker, chief 
technology officer for FusionX, a security firm that specializes 
in simulating state-sponsored cyberattacks. He said he does 
not know who was behind the virus. “You’d expect that of 
only the most advanced cryptomathematicians, such as those 
working at NSA.” 

Conventional Plus Cyber 
Flame was developed at least five years ago as part of a 

classified effort code-named Olympic Games, according to 
officials familiar with U.S. cyber-operations and experts who 
have scrutinized its code. The U.S.-Israeli collaboration was 
intended to slow Iran’s nuclear program, reduce the pressure 
for a conventional military attack and extend the timetable for 
diplomacy and sanctions. 

The cyberattacks augmented conventional sabotage 
efforts by both countries, including inserting flawed centrifuge 
parts and other components into Iran’s nuclear supply chain. 

The best-known cyberweapon let loose on Iran was 
Stuxnet, a name coined by researchers in the antivirus industry 
who discovered it two years ago. It infected a specific type of 
industrial controller at Iran’s uranium-enrichment plant in 
Natanz, causing almost 1,000 centrifuges to spin out of 
control. The damage occurred gradually, over months, and 
Iranian officials initially thought it was the result of 
incompetence. 

The scale of the espionage and sabotage effort “is 
proportionate to the problem that’s trying to be resolved,” the 
former intelligence official said, referring to the Iranian 
nuclear program. Although Stuxnet and Flame infections can 
be countered, “it doesn’t mean that other tools aren’t in play or 
performing effectively,” he said. 

To develop these tools, the United States relies on two of 
its elite spy agencies. The NSA, known mainly for its 
electronic eavesdropping and code-breaking capabilities, has 
extensive expertise in developing malicious code that can be 
aimed at U.S. adversaries, including Iran. The CIA lacks the 
NSA’s sophistication in building malware but is deeply 
involved in the cyber-campaign. 

The CIA’s Information Operations Center is second only 
to the agency’s Counterterrorism Center in size. The IOC, as it 

is known, performs an array of espionage functions, including 
extracting data from laptops seized in counter-terrorism raids. 
But the center specializes in computer penetrations that 
require closer contact with the target, such as using spies or 
unwitting contractors to spread a contagion via a thumb drive. 

Both agencies analyze the intelligence obtained through 
malware such as Flame and have continued to develop new 
weapons even as recent attacks have been exposed. 

Flame’s discovery shows the importance of mapping 
networks and collecting intelligence on targets as the prelude 
to an attack, especially in closed computer networks. Officials 
say gaining and keeping access to a network is 99 percent of 
the challenge. 

“It is far more difficult to penetrate a network, learn about 
it, reside on it forever and extract information from it without 
being detected than it is to go in and stomp around inside the 
network causing damage,” said Michael V. Hayden, a former 
NSA director and CIA director who left office in 2009. He 
declined to discuss any operations he was involved with 
during his time in government. 

Years In The Making 
The effort to delay Iran’s nuclear program using cyber-

techniques began in the mid-2000s, during President George 
W. Bush’s second term. At that point it consisted mainly of 
gathering intelligence to identify potential targets and create 
tools to disrupt them. In 2008, the program went operational 
and shifted from military to CIA control, former officials said. 

Despite their collaboration on developing the malicious 
code, the United States and Israel have not always coordinated 
their attacks. Israel’s April assaults on Iran’s Oil Ministry and 
oil-export facilities caused only minor disruptions. The 
episode led Iran to investigate and ultimately discover Flame. 

“The virus penetrated some fields — one of them was the 
oil sector,” Gholam Reza Jalali, an Iranian military cyber 
official, told Iranian state radio in May. “Fortunately, we 
detected and controlled this single incident.” 

Some U.S. intelligence officials were dismayed that 
Israel’s unilateral incursion led to the discovery of the virus, 
prompting counter-measures. 

The disruptions led Iran to ask a Russian security firm and 
a Hungarian cyber-lab for help, according to U.S. and 
international officials familiar with the incident. 

Last week, researchers with Kaspersky Lab, the Russian 
security firm, reported their conclusion that Flame — a name 
they came up with — was created by the same group or 
groups that built Stuxnet. Kaspersky declined to comment on 
whether it was approached by Iran. 

“We are now 100 percent sure that the Stuxnet and Flame 
groups worked together,” said Roel Schouwenberg, a Boston-
based senior researcher with Kaspersky Lab. 

The firm also determined that the Flame malware predates 
Stuxnet. “It looks like the Flame platform was used as a 
kickstarter of sorts to get the Stuxnet project going,” 
Schouwenberg said 
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41. U.S. Air Force Undeterred By Anti-Biofuel Legislation 
(NATIONAL DEFENSE 19 JUN 12) ... Sandra Erwin 

Congress is seeking to ban the Defense Department from 
purchasing alternative fuels that cost more than petroleum-
based products. These restrictions, however, will not end U.S. 

Air Force efforts to test and research alternative fuels, officials 
say. 
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The House and Senate last month approved a series of 
anti-biofuel amendments to the fiscal year 2013 National 
Defense Authorization Act that still await consideration by a 
conference committee sometime this summer. 

The legislation, which has been widely interpreted as a 
major setback for the military’s green-energy agenda, 
prohibits large-scale purchases of alternatives until they 
achieve cost parity with fossil fuels. 

Terry Yonkers, assistant secretary of the Air Force for 
installations, environment and logistics, says the restrictions 
are reasonable, considering the budget crunch that confronts 
the Defense Department. But he notes that Congress is not 
outlawing research and certification programs, which will 
continue. The Air Force, as well as the Army and the Navy, 
have been testing since 2007 the performance of military 
aircraft when powered by a 50/50 mix of conventional JP-8 
and alternative fuels, and certifying several types of airplanes 
to fly on synthetic or biofuel. The Air Force will invest in 
small quantities of experimental biofuels so it can certify more 
airplane types and prepare the fleet to, one day, transition to 
full-blown use of alternative fuels when prices fall, Yonkers 
says June 13 at a Pentagon news conference. 

The NDAA language might lead the casual observer to 
believe that the military is ready to ditch petroleum and pour 
billions of dollars into cleaner fuels. But that is a long way 
from reality. The Air Force, for instance, has purchased 
anywhere from 100,000 to 500,000 gallons of biofuels a year 
for research, compared to its annual buy of 2.5 billion gallons 
of jet fuel. 

Yonkers equates the current state of biofuels to the early 
generations of consumer electronics that were sold at premium 
prices. “We expect biofuels will get cheaper,” says Yonkers, 
“perhaps within a four-to-five year timeframe,” if they reach 
commercial scale. 

The fleet certification program requires relatively small 
quantities of biofuels, and will still be allowed to carry on, 
despite the NDAA stipulations, says Yonkers. “We want to be 
able in the next two to three years to take advantage of 
whatever fuels are produced in the private sector.” The 
amendments might slow down but will not derail these efforts, 
he says. “I don’t see any issue here.” 

Yonkers says biofuels are important to the Air Force’s 
future not just as a means to reduce dependence on imported 
oil but also as aircraft performance enhancers. 

Studies under way at the Air Force Research Laboratory 
so far have revealed that biofuels, because they weigh less, 
burn cooler and cleaner than conventional jet fuel, boost the 
efficiency of engines, and reduce metal fatigue, says Yonkers. 

Over time, that cuts down on fleet wear and tear, and adds up 
to cost savings, he says. “But we have to finish the research 
first.” 

Promising research notwithstanding, the Defense 
Department’s biofuels program faces an uphill climb.Several 
House Republican lawmakers have vowed to strike budget 
requests for biofuels. They have been particularly irate at the 
Navy’s “great green fleet” project to deploy by 2016 an 
aircraft carrier battle group powered by alternative fuels. The 
Navy spent $12 million on 450,000 gallons of biofuel to 
power a carrier strike group off the coast of Hawaii earlier this 
year. Critics have seized on the $26 per gallon — or $16 per 
gallon if mixed with JP-8. Green energy groups have pointed 
out that the prices, although much higher than petroleum, have 
dropped considerably over the past several years. 

The Pentagon has proposed a $170 million investment in 
biofuels under the authority provided by the Defense 
Production Act. The DPA allows the Defense Department to 
help jumpstart a domestic industry whose products are needed 
by the U.S. military. An August 2011 agreement between the 
Navy, and the Departments of Agriculture and Energy 
commits each agency to up to $170 million — with additional 
cost sharing from industry. 

Sharon E. Burke, assistant secretary of defense for 
operational energy plans and programs, has defended the use 
of the DPA as a legitimate vehicle for investments in 
alternative sources of energy. “As one of the world’s largest 
consumers of petroleum fuels, DoD has an interest in the 
development of alternatives as a hedge against potential 
supply disruptions and future price volatility,” she writes in a 
White House blog post. The Pentagon spent about $15 billion 
on petroleum-based liquid fuels in 2011. 

A Congressional Research Service study deals the 
Defense Department’s biofuels plan a dose of reality. “It is not 
clear whether developing advanced biofuels would provide the 
Navy (and the nation) with much protection against volatility 
in petroleum-based fuel prices,” the study says. “Since 
advanced biofuels are intended to be drop-in substitutes for 
petroleum-based fuels, providers of cost-competitive advanced 
biofuels might simply adjust their prices up and down to 
match changes in prices for petroleum-based fuels.” 

A different way to insulate the Defense Department from 
short-term volatility in petroleum-based fuel costs, CRS 
analysts suggest, would be to purchase fuel, as commercial 
airlines do, through multiyear contracts that lock in prices over 
the term of the contract. The study also notes that the Navy’s 
more aggressive push to boost domestic biofuels production is 
inconsistent with the Air Force’s more conservative approach. 
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42. Pentagon Revamps Rules On Reporting Sex Crimes 
(NPR 19 JUN 12) ... Larry Abramson 

The Pentagon has announced new steps to deter assaults 
and make it easier to prosecute offenders, a move that follows 
President Obama's recent remark that sexual assault "has no 
place" in the U.S. military. 

Still, many victims believe it will be difficult to change a 
military culture that makes it tough for the victims to report 
these crimes. 

For victims, the nightmare starts with the attack. Many 
say that things get worse when they try to do something about 
it. 

The Invisible War, a documentary that is being released in 
theaters this week, tells the stories of sexual assault victims 
who say the military's command structure placed obstacles in 
their way when they tried to hold the aggressors accountable. 
The film argues that a deeply ingrained culture of male 
authority figures makes justice hard to find. 
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In fact, the Pentagon has acknowledged this. Air Force 
Maj. Gen. Mary Kay Hertog is the outgoing head of the 
Pentagon's Sexual Assault Prevention and Response Office. 
She says getting victims to report can be a huge challenge. 

"We anticipate maybe about 14 or 15 percent of people 
who have been sexually assaulted come forward to report," 
Hertog says. 

In April, the Pentagon changed a number of procedures so 
more crimes could be reported. For example, some victims 
fear that if they file a complaint, they might have to work side 
by side with the perpetrator while the investigation is under 
way. 

So Hertog says the Pentagon made a key change: Victims 
are now entitled to demand an immediate transfer. 

Another change: Many victims say that initially, they 
were too intimidated to report these crimes but changed their 
minds later on. 

The new policy says evidence from rape cases will be 
kept for 50 years, which helps those who need time before 
they feel ready to file a complaint. It also helps victims apply 
for veterans benefits to deal with the consequences of an 
assault. 

Challenging The Command Structure 
The huge role of hierarchy in the military may be the 

hardest hurdle to overcome. No one below colonel or Navy 
captain can dismiss an assault allegation, the Pentagon 
announced. 

Yet this still requires that victims report an alleged crime 
up the chain of command. Kate Weber says she was raped 

while in the service in the 1990s and was urged by superiors to 
drop the issue. 

 
"I want them out of my chain of command. I don't want 

them to be my direct supervisor, I don't want them to know 
my supervisor, I don't want them to know my rapist. I don't 
want affiliation between that rapist and those people," Weber 
says. 

The Pentagon has resisted the idea of a different line of 
command when officers can address the issue. 

"As a commander, you're responsible for maintaining 
your good order and discipline. So in order to do that, you've 
got to be able to impose discipline," Hertog says. "We own 
this problem. We must fix this problem." 

The idea is that this problem must be solved within the 
military to maintain the trust that commanders rely on. But 
Kirby Dick, director of The Invisible War, says sexual 
perpetrators abuse the same concept of trust that is ingrained 
in boot camp. 

Dick says recruits are taught from the first day that they 
are serving with their brothers and sisters — that they have to 
be willing to take a bullet for them. 

"So this idea of trusting someone else is built up to such 
an extent that oftentimes it makes these people very 
vulnerable," Dick says. 

Dick says service members are vulnerable to an abuse of 
the trust they were taught to respect. So if the Pentagon wants 
more people to report sexual assault crimes, victims will have 
to believe that the leadership will be watching their back. 

Listen To Audio (RT: 3:57) 
Return to Index 
 

43. Admin. Discipline Recommended In Quran Burning 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 19 JUN 12) ... Lolita C. Baldor 

WASHINGTON — A U.S. military investigation is 
recommending that as many as seven U.S. troops face 
administrative punishments, but not criminal charges, in the 
burning of Qurans at a U.S. base in Afghanistan in February, 
The Associated Press has learned. 

U.S. military officials said the classified report and 
recommendations for disciplinary action against the service 
members involved were delivered to the Pentagon more than a 
week ago. They have been turned over to the Army and Navy 
secretaries. No final decisions have been made. 

According to the officials, one Navy service member and 
as many as six Army soldiers could face nonjudicial 
disciplinary actions, which can range from a letter in their file 
to docking their pay or assigning them additional duties. 

The lack of any criminal charges is in line with early 
assertions from military officials that the incident, while 
regrettable, was a mistake. But it is likely to anger Afghans 
who were enraged by the burning. 

Thousands took to the streets across the country in deadly 
riots after it happened. More than 30 people were killed in the 
clashes, including two U.S. troops who were shot by an 
Afghan soldier and two U.S. military advisers who were 
gunned down at their desks at the Interior Ministry. 

The Qurans and other Islamic books were taken from the 
Parwan Detention Facility, and officials believed that 
extremists being detained there were using the texts to 
exchange messages. The religious books and other materials 

were put in burn bags and then later thrown into a fire pit used 
to burn garbage at Bagram Air Field, a major U.S. base north 
of Kabul. 

Military officials said the investigating officer in 
Afghanistan completed the report and recommended the 
disciplinary actions. The report was approved by Marine Gen. 
John Allen, the top U.S. commander in Afghanistan, and 
forwarded to Pentagon. 

U.S. military officials spoke about the report on condition 
of anonymity because the matter is classified and still under 
review. 

Altogether, two Navy and nine Army service members in 
Afghanistan were sent back to the United States in conjunction 
with the Quran burning shortly after it happened. But, based 
on the investigating officer's report, several would not face 
any punishments. 

U.S. officials have said that the service members did not 
know what they were throwing into the burn pit and that the 
books were pulled out by Afghan workers before they were 
destroyed. President Barack Obama apologized to Afghan 
President Hamid Karzai for the incident. 

Afghan officials, however, have claimed the burning was 
intentional, and it reinforced perceptions in the country that 
Americans are insensitive to the Afghans' religion and culture. 

A preliminary joint investigation into the matter — done 
by senior U.S. and Afghan military officials — concluded in 
early March that while mistakes were made in the burnings, 
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there was no intent to desecrate the Qurans or other religious 
materials. 

But it has taken until now for the military to deliver the 
report and recommended punishments to senior Pentagon 
leaders for final action. 

Typically, the service secretaries review the 
recommendations, then designate a military commander to 

take the appropriate action. It could take weeks for the process 
to unfold and for any final decisions to be made. The military 
usually does not publicly disclose details of administrative 
punishments. 

Military officials said the Army soldiers are now at Fort 
Benning, Ga. 

Return to Index 
 

44. Wrestler, 57, Set His Sights High: The Olympics 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 19 JUN 12) ... Mike Lang 

VIRGINIA BEACH -- John Taylor is a hard man to pin 
down. 

At 57, it would seem that his physical prime is behind 
him. But Taylor, who has made a name for himself in amateur 
wrestling, set out to become the oldest Olympic wrestling 
champion. 

The journey began with a devoted commitment to the 
sport he loves. Taylor has been wrestling since the fourth 
grade. As a youth, he competed alongside future three-time 
world champion Lee Kemp at Chardon High School outside 
Cleveland. 

He made serious runs at Olympic berths in 1980 - the 
United States later wound up boycotting the Games - and in 
1984. In 2008, after reconnecting with Kemp, Taylor, then 54, 
decided to leave his job at Liberty Tax Service to pursue the 
Olympics one more time. 

He trained for six to eight hours a day at Ohio State 
University. For 3-1/2 years, he went without Internet access 
and checked his phone sparingly for texts. To stay focused, he 
slept on a mat on the floor of an apartment, favoring the 
Spartan setting. "I put everything aside and became a monk 
almost," Taylor said. 

His wife, Margaret Taylor, supported his quest. Together 
they have four children, the youngest of whom just graduated 
from Kellam High School. 

"I knew that, for years and years, in the deep dark depths 
of his soul, he missed it," she said. 

Margaret Taylor said the three years John spent training 
were in many ways like the 20 years he spent aboard 
submarines during his time in the Navy. "He would be out for 
a certain amount of time, and then he would come home," she 
said. "It was one of those things where we had practiced it. It 
was just a different goal." 

Taylor, his crew cut speckled with gray, stays active 
nearly constantly to maintain his muscular physique. 

"He's the most motivated and focused person I've ever 
met in my entire life," said Aaron Runzo, 20, Taylor's local 
training partner. "If he sets his mind to something, you 
absolutely know he will accomplish his goal. I find motivation 
in myself in wrestling because of being around him and 
getting to know how he has trained in the past." 

Last fall, Taylor took home a bronze medal in his age 
division and weight class at the 2011 Veterans Freestyle 
World Championships in Albania. 

Then he set his sights on qualifying for the Olympic trials. 
Taylor isn't the first older athlete to attempt a difficult 

feat. In the 2008 Olympic Games in Beijing, U.S. swimmer 
Dara Torres made waves as the oldest swimmer to compete in 
the Games. At age 41, she took home three silver medals. The 
oldest Olympian to ever compete was Swedish shooter Oscar 
Swahn, who entered the 1920 Summer Olympics at age 72. 

Still, wrestling has typically been a sport reserved for 
younger athletes. In the past three Olympics, the oldest 
wrestler to represent the United States was 37 years old, 
according to The Washington Post. 

In April, Taylor traveled to Cedar Falls, Iowa, for the 
qualifying matches that would determine which athletes 
advance to the U.S. Olympic team trials in freestyle wrestling. 
For two days, hundreds of wrestlers filled the University of 
Northern Iowa's indoor football stadium, which was covered 
with mats wall to wall. Taylor competed against more than 24 
aspiring Olympians in the 60 kilogram, or approximately 132-
pound, weight class. He advanced to the quarterfinals but 
ultimately did not qualify for the Olympic trials, and he won't 
be headed to the Games in London this summer. 

"I was just the old guy out there," Taylor said. "My 
training was as hard as I could train, the best I could do." 

After the Olympic trials, Taylor returned to work at 
Liberty Tax's headquarters on Corporate Landing Parkway, 
where his co-workers recognize his same tenacity and 
dedication in his professional work. 

"We pretty much knew that anything he wanted to do, he 
would probably accomplish," said Martha O'Gorman, chief 
marketing officer at Liberty Tax. "He's one of the very few 
people in this world who can set goals and actually achieve 
them." 

Taylor is a senior franchise developer at Liberty Tax. He 
holds the company record for selling the most number of 
franchises in a single sales season. His wife owns two 
franchises in Virginia Beach. 

Taylor hasn't given up wrestling. He still trains for several 
hours every day at Kellam High School. He rises at 4 a.m. and 
bikes 50 to 60 miles a day. And he plans to compete in the 
next Veterans World Championship in Hungary in September. 

"At this point in time, I've decided I'm done with the 
young guys," Taylor said. "I'm going to start picking on 
people my own age." 

Return to Index 
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OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
45. A War Of Utmost Importance 
(CHICAGO TRIBUNE 19 JUN 12) ... Dennis Byrne 

Monday was the 200th anniversary of the beginning of 
the War of 1812, which pitted the United States against Great 
Britain and Canada. As if anyone noticed. 

But America's least celebrated war deserves better. The 
War of 1812, while one of the most bungled in American 
history and least remembered, may have been one of the most 
important. Think not? Keep reading. 

The War of 1812 is so obscure that many Chicagoans will 
be surprised to learn that the Fort Dearborn Massacre — a 
historic and bloody clash here — actually was one of the 
earliest battles of the war. In it, some 500 Potawatomi and 
other Native Americans who were allied with the British 
killed, wounded or took prisoner a column of almost 100 
soldiers, civilian men, women and children evacuating the fort 
under the promise of safe passage. 

From the start, the war seemed a bad idea. The fledgling 
United States, just two decades after the Constitution 
conceived a nation out of 13 disparate former colonies, 
declared war on the British Empire, which then was engaged 
in a life-or-death struggle with Napoleon Bonaparte's French 
Empire. Britain and France spat on America's neutrality in the 
European war, but the British were more deserving of a slap-
down, pulling sailors off American ships, arming Native 
Americans to repel settlers in the old Northwest Territory and 
engaging in other threats to America's sovereignty. War hawks 
in Congress also thought it would be a good idea to invade and 
annex Canada. 

President James Madison reluctantly asked Congress for a 
declaration of war, which obliged after extended debate. Two 
hundred years ago on Monday, Madison signed the 
declaration. America had a half-dozen warships; the British 
about 500. America's regular army consisted of 5,000 officers 
and men; British forces totaled about a half-million. The Navy 
acquitted itself well, but the Army, along with poorly trained 
and equipped state militias, was led by incompetent, cowardly, 
prideful or confused generals, mostly old guys left over from 
the Revolutionary War. 

By all rights, the United States should have been pasted, 
but good. But it survived and provided evidence for the then-
revolutionary idea that liberty-minded people could govern 
themselves. It demonstrated that self-government — call it a 
democracy or a republic — is more than a theoretical idea, but 
a workable one, even in wartime. 

Consider the times. Monarchs and assorted autocrats ruled 
Europe. Citizen self-rule at best was considered experimental 
or the ramblings of a few political philosophers. At worst, it 
was folly and a breach of natural law. 

That view didn't need to look far for supporting evidence: 
the French Revolution. What started as a struggle for liberty, 
equality and fraternity ended badly in the betrayals and fatal 
excesses of the Jacobins and Napoleon. That the republican 
form of government would disintegrate into mob rule was 
believed to be self-evident. Especially so in wartime. You 
can't fight a war when every man jack soldier and sailor 
considers himself to be the equal of all. 

If America had been defeated, the North American 
continent and possibly the world would have been a much 
different place. The New England states perhaps would have 
made a separate peace, rending the nation in half. The 
Southern states, as a separate nation, would have preserved 
slavery for … how long? Mexico might have retained 
California and the Southwest. 

There could have been two or more un-United States of 
America. America as we know it wouldn't have been around 
during two world wars to help save the world's democracies 
from the despots of the right and the left. 

Somehow Americans gathered themselves together to win 
crushing victories at the war's close over the invaders at 
Baltimore, Plattsburgh and New Orleans. A sense of national 
identity was born. America had gained the grudging respect of 
the international community. 

Canadians, who repulsed the badly executed American 
invasion, consider the war a watershed, forging their own 
national identity. Commentators and scholars consider the war 
a draw, as conditions that existed before the war were 
restored. 

But Americans won in an undeniably important way: The 
nascent democracy demonstrated to the world that the nature 
of self-government was not to inevitably unravel. America 
proved that free people could unite to preserve their liberties 
against huge odds. For America and the democracies to 
follow, this should be cause for celebration. 

Dennis Byrne, a Chicago writer, is author of the 
forthcoming historical novel, "Madness: The War of 1812." 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. The New Path To Readiness 
Surface Fleet’s ‘Huge Shift’ Includes Tougher Inspections, Revamped Training 
(NAVY TIMES 26 MAR 12) ... Sam Fellman and Gidget Fuentes 

After years of mounting concerns that short-staffed crews and a rapid operational pace were wearing down the fleet, the surface 
Navy has revamped the 27-month training and maintenance cycle between ship deployments, adding new inspections and a phased 
approach to ensuring ships are ready for sea. 

 
2. 21st Century Sailor And Marine Highlighted In Afghanistan 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 19 MAR 12) ... Lt. Matt Allen, Office of the Assistant Secretary of the Navy for Manpower and Reserve 
Affairs 

KANDAHAR, Afghanistan -- The second stop in the 21st Century Sailor and Marine overseas road show was in Kandahar, 
Afghanistan, March 18, where Sailors and Marines supporting Operation Enduring Freedom were given the chance to discuss the new 
personnel initiative and other issues with senior Navy leaders. 

 
3. Firm Helps Sailors Find Civilian Work 
Nearly 3,000 ERB-affected Sailors 
(WAVY NBC NORFOLK 19 MAR 12) ... Melanie Woodrow 

NORFOLK, Va. - Nearly 3,000 Sailors let go from the Navy last year are getting some assistance finding new work. 
 

4. Transition Benefits: ISP Requirements Reminder 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 19 MAR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class LaTunya Howard, Navy Personnel Command 
Public Affairs 

MILLINGTON, Tenn. -- A Navy message released March 19 reminds Sailors of requirements associated with receiving 
involuntary separation pay (ISP). 

 

CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
5. Naval Anti-Terrorism Exercise Underway 
(WAVY NBC NORFLK 19 MAR 12) ... Art Kohn 

NORFOLK, Va. - It's the largest anti-terrorism and force protection exercise in the nation and part of it is underway in Hampton 
Roads. 

 
6. GTMO EOC Gear Up For Solid Curtain, Citadel Shield 2012 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 19 MAR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Justin Ailes, Naval Station Guantanamo Bay, 
Cuba Public Affairs 

GUANTANAMO BAY, Cuba -- Installation Training Team and Emergency Operations Center personnel at Naval Station (NS) 
Guantanamo Bay will test various security measures during exercise Solid Curtain-Citadel Shield (SC-CS) 2012, March 20. 

 
7. NAS Fallon To Conduct Major Drill This Week; Base Closed To Outside Personnel On Friday 
(LAHONTAN VALLEY (NV) NEWS 19 MAR 12) 

Navy bases around the world including Naval Air Station Fallon will be conducting a week-long security readiness exercise that 
begins Monday. 
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8. Navy Conducting Security Exercises At Installations Nationwide This Week, Including In Belle 
Chasse 
(NEW ORLEANS TIMES-PICAYUNE 19 MAR 12) ... Paul Purpura 

Area residents might see more traffic and security activity at the Naval Air Station-Joint Reserve Base in Belle Chasse this week, 
the Navy said today in announcing a exercise. Increased activity could be seen around the air station through Saturday. 

 
9. Soldiers On The High Seas: Coordinating Ground Forces Aboard Abraham Lincoln 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 20 MAR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Timothy D. Godbee, USS Abraham Lincoln Public 
Affairs 

USS ABRAHAM LINCOLN, At Sea -- Throughout the aircraft carrier USS Abraham Lincoln's (CVN 72) deployment to the U.S. 
5th Fleet area of responsibility, Army personnel will be embarked to help coordinate Carrier Air Wing (CVW) 2 air support for 
Operation Enduring Freedom (OEF). 

 
10. Four San Diego Sailors Rescue Victims In Head-On Collision 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 20 MAR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Mark Logico, Commander Navy Region Hawaii 
Public Affairs 

PEARL HARBOR,Hawaii -- Four San Diego-based Sailors were the first responders to a wrong-way collision accident along 
Nimitz Highway in Honolulu, March 18. 

 
11. First Wave Of U.S. Marines Heads To Darwin 
(THE AUSTRALIAN 20 MAR 12) ... Brendan Nicholson 

The deployment of 2500 U.S. Marines for training in Australia begins within a fortnight, when the first company of about 150 
seaborne soldiers arrives in Darwin. 

 
12. USS James E. Williams At Sea 
(YOUTUBE 19 MAR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Daniel J. Meshel 

ATLANTIC OCEAN -- U.S. Navy Sailors, assigned to the Arleigh-Burke class guided-missile destroyer USS James E. Williams 
(DDG 95), participate in a replenishment at sea (RAS). James E. Williams is deployed as part of Enterprise Carrier Strike Group to 
support maritime security operations and theater security cooperation efforts in the U.S. 5th and 6th Fleet Areas of responsibility. 

 

GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
13. U.S. War Game Sees Perils Of Israeli Strike On Iran 
(NEW YORK TIMES 20 MAR 12) ... Mark Mazzetti and Thom Shanker 

WASHINGTON — A classified war simulation held this month to assess the repercussions of an Israeli attack on Iran forecasts 
that the strike would lead to a wider regional war, which could draw in the United States and leave hundreds of Americans dead, 
according to American officials. 

 
14. Russia's Defence Ministry: Russian Navy's Oil Tanker Calls At Syrian Port 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 19 MAR 12) 

MOSCOW - Russia's Defence Ministry says one of the navy's support ships has called at the Syrian port of Tartus. 
 

15. Syria Invasion Could Cost $300 Billion Per Year 
(U.S. NEWS & WORLD REPORT 19 MAR 12) ... John T. Bennett 

A U.S.-led military operation to topple Syrian President Bashir al-Assad's regime could cost up to $300 billion a year and require 
300,000 troops. 

 
16. Retired Officers Call For Curbing China's Power 
(WASHINGTON TIMES 20 MAR 12) ... Sean Lengell 

China's burgeoning military poses a significant security threat to Southeast Asia and beyond unless quickly counterbalanced by 
the U.S. and its allies, said several retired military officers Monday at a Washington symposium. 

 
17. Ireland May Join EU Mission To Help Fight Somali Pirates 
(IRISH INDEPENDENT 18 MAR 12) ... Don Lavery 

Ireland may join the fight against Somali pirates off the coast of Africa as part of an EU naval mission. 
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18. S. Korea’s Price Hike In Sub Deal Raises Turkish Hopes 
(HÜRRIYET DAILY NEWS (TURKEY) 19 MAR 12) 

ANKARA - A German-Turkish joint bid for building U209 subs for Indonesia may revive after the winner Korean firm’s decision 
to raise the price by $300 million unilaterally 

 
19. India To Induct Nuclear Submarine In April 
(DECCAN HERALD (INDIA) 19 MAR 12) 

In a major boost to its underwater strike capabilities, India will induct its Russian-origin nuclear-powered submarine 'Nerpa' in the 
first week of April. 

 
20. Peru Cancels British Ship Visit Over Falklands 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 20 MAR 12) 

LIMA — Peru canceled a visit by a British navy frigate in solidarity with Argentina's claims over the Falkland Islands. 
 

21. U.S. Weapons Manufacturers Capitalize On Rising Demand In Asia 
(NATIONAL DEFENSE 18 MAR 12) ... Sandra Erwin 

The five largest arms importers over the past five years — India, South Korea, Pakistan, China and Singapore — now account for 
30 percent of global sales. The growing arms race in Asia could be a boon for U.S. suppliers of military hardware, according the 
newly released annual report of the Stockholm International Peace Research Institute. 

 
22. Civilians To Fill Navy's Skills Void 
(THE AUSTRALIAN 20 MAR 12) ... By Cameron Stewart 

A ship operated by the Royal Australian Navy will be crewed by civilians, as the service explores ways to keep its fleet at sea in 
the face of rampant poaching of sailors by cashed-up mining firms. 

 

PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
23. NHB Promotes 'Crews Into Shape' 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 19 MAR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Charlemagne Obana, Naval Hospital Bremerton 
Public Affairs 

BREMERTON, Wash. -- Multiple teams from Naval Hospital Bremerton (NHB) are taking part in the monthlong 12th annual 
"Crews Into Shape" challenge, March 4-31. 

 
24. Wounded Navy, Coast Guard Warriors Charge Into Competition 
(LOS ANGELES DAILY NEWS 19 MAR 12) ... Dana Bartholomew 

PORT HUENEME, Calif. - Petty Officer 3rd Class Andrew Wilson was checking the catapult of an F-18 fighter jet on a U.S. 
Navy carrier last spring when something unexpected happened. 

 
25. NAVFAC, Seabees, Civil Engineer Corps Celebrate Heritage 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 19 MAR 12) ... Don Rochon, Naval Facilities Engineering Command Headquarters Public Affairs 

CRYSTAL CITY, Va. -- More than 580 people assembled in Crystal City, Va., March 17 for the annual celebration of the 
anniversaries of the Seabees, Civil Engineer Corps (CEC), and Naval Facilities Engineering Command (NAVFAC). 

 
26. DoD Switches Contractor For Tricare West 
(NAVY TIMES 19 MAR 12) ... Patricia Kime 

The Pentagon has awarded a contract worth up to $20.5 billion to United HealthCare Services of Minnetonka, Minn., to manage 
its Tricare West Region. 

 
27. Six Months After Repeal, Military Says DADT Died Quietly 
(STARS AND STRIPES 19 MAR 12) ... Leo Shane III 

WASHINGTON — Sgt. Pepe Johnson was surprised by the reaction he received when his fellow soldiers learned that he is gay. 
 

28. William Charette, Medal Of Honor Recipient, Dies 
(LUDDINGTON (MI) DAILY NEWS 19 MAR 12) ... Steve Begnoche 

Ludington native and Medal of Honor recipient William R. Charette died Sunday morning at his Lake Wales, Florida, home. 
 



 4

FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
29. Navy Asks To Slow Building Of Two Carriers 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 20 MAR 12) ... Bill Bartel 

Driven by pressures to cut spending in its 2013 budget, the Navy wants to take two extra years to build the aircraft carrier John F. 
Kennedy, which is to be constructed at Newport News Shipbuilding. 

 
30. Navy Commits To Mayport Move In Letter 
SECNAV sent letter to Congressman Randy Forbes 
(WAVY NBC NORFOLK 19 MAR 12) 

NORFOLK, Va. - The Navy says it will still send an aircraft carrier from Norfolk to Florida despite a recent decision to delay. 
 

31. Shipbuilding Industry Fears Cuts To Submarine Programs 
(NATIONAL DEFENSE MAGAZINE APRIL 2012) ... Stew Magnuson 

For a time, submarine manufacturers and their suppliers will have it good. 
 

32. The Move To Stop Ship Cuts 
Key House lawmaker wants to pay for cruiser upgrades, grow Pacific presence 
(NAVY TIMES 26 MAR 12) ... Charles Hoskinson 

House Armed Services Committee Chairman Buck McKeon wants the Navy to keep seven Ticonderoga-class cruisers the service 
planned to retire to meet congressionally mandated budget cuts. 

 
33. U.S. Senate Committee Asks Pentagon to Delay Budget Actions 
(DEFENSE NEWS 19 MAR 12) ... Kate Brannen 

The leaders of the U.S. Senate Armed Services Committee have asked Defense Secretary Leon Panetta not to implement any 
reductions to the military until the congressional defense committees have the opportunity to respond to the Pentagon’s 2013 budget 
request. 

 
34. Navy League Report: U.S. Maritime Strategy Underfunded 
(NATIONAL DEFENSE 19 MAR 12) ... Sandra Erwin 

Although the U.S. military will see budget reductions over the next five years, naval forces should be protected from draconian 
cuts because their global responsibilities will be growing, says a new report by the Navy League of the United States. 

 
35. DoD Plan Details Procurement Boost, Research Decrease In Coming Years 
(DEFENSE DAILY 20 MAR 12) ... Emelie Rutherford 

The Pentagon released more details on its five-year spending plans yesterday, which show a boost in weapons purchases of $24 
billion and decrease in research funding by $3.6 billion. 

 

BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
36. Blumenthal: Mabus Appears To Appreciate Value Of Sub Base 
(NEW LONDON DAY 20 MAR 12) ... Lee Howard 

NORWICH -- The possibility of closing the Naval Submarine Base in Groton may have local officials worried, but U.S. Sen. 
Richard Blumenthal, D-Conn., assured business leaders Monday that the idea is dead on arrival. 

 
37. OpSail Event Headed For New London 
(WTNH ABC NEW HAVEN 19 MAR 12) ... Jamie Muro 

NEW LONDON, Conn. -- Connecticut is already preparing for a shoreline celebration this summer. 
 

NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
38. AMVETS Urges Affirmative-Action Status For Veterans 
(NAVY TIMES 26 MAR 12) ... Rick Maze 

A major veterans group wants federal affirmative action laws expanded to include veterans among the classes of Americans that 
are specifically protected from employment discrimination. 

 
39. Congress Doubts VA’s Ability To Cut Claims Backlog 
(NAVY TIMES 26 MAR 12) ... Rick Maze 

Lawmakers are showing little confidence that the Veterans Affairs Department has found a way to reduce its large, stubborn 
backlog of disability and benefits claims. 
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OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
40. Reshaping Readiness 
(NAVY TIMES 26 MAR 12) ... Editorial 

Surface Navy leaders have rediscovered a basic maxim of military life: Train as you would fight. 
 

41. Time To Consider An Iran With The Bomb 
(WASHINGTON POST 20 MAR 12) ... Walter Pincus 

Which would be worse if sanctions and diplomacy fail: the aftermath of an Israeli or U.S. attack on Iran to set back its nuclear 
weapons program, or the Tehran regime having the bomb? 

 
42. Israelis Grow Confident Strike On Iran’s Nukes Can Work 
(BLOOMBERG VIEW 19 MAR 12) ... Jeffrey Goldberg 

In 2005, Benjamin Netanyahu, who was then Israel’s finance minister, made an official visit to Uganda. 
 

43. Britain Has To Decide Upon The Royal Navy's Role 
A former First Sea Lord laments the Royal Navy’s lack of ships – but what it needs most is a maritime 
strategy. 
(LONDON TELEGRAPH (UK) 19 MAR 12) ... Chris Parry 

Vigorous debate about the role, size and shape of the Royal Navy is all the rage at the moment. Numerous broadsides are being 
exchanged over whether the Navy is equipped to defend the Falklands; the affordability and configuration of future aircraft carriers; 
the appropriate numbers of destroyers and frigates; and the introduction of new uniforms that wouldn’t look out of place in a fast food 
outlet. 

 

BBLLOOGGSS::  
44. EXCERPTS FROM BLOGS AROUND THE WORLD 
(PUBLISHED 16 – 19 MAR 12) 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. The New Path To Readiness 
Surface Fleet’s ‘Huge Shift’ Includes Tougher Inspections, Revamped Training 
(NAVY TIMES 26 MAR 12) ... Sam Fellman and Gidget Fuentes 

After years of mounting concerns that short-staffed crews 
and a rapid operational pace were wearing down the fleet, the 
surface Navy has revamped the 27-month training and 
maintenance cycle between ship deployments, adding new 
inspections and a phased approach to ensuring ships are ready 
for sea. 

The new plan, known as the Surface Force Readiness 
Manual, establishes standards for the surface fleet’s 
maintenance and training and is a blueprint for the 
interdeployment cycle. It was approved March 9 by the 
surface Navy’s top flag officers and lays out all assessments, 
certifications and inspections ships will have complete, from 
the shipyard through the training phase and into deployment. 
More than 60 ships have trained under the pilot version of the 
readiness cycle, which will become the fleet standard 
beginning this summer, officials said. 

Ships will undergo one big material inspection per cycle, 
along with seven progressive readiness evaluations. 

This new plan doesn’t extend to aircraft carriers, whose 
readiness is managed by Naval Air Forces, or littoral combat 
ships, which rely on rotational and module-based crewing. It 
also doesn’t apply to forward-deployed ships, which have a 
heightened state of mission readiness. But for the rest of the 
fleet, the readiness manual is the new bible. 

The new plan brings the surface Navy in line with 
submarine and air wing preparations for deployment, said 
Adm. John Harvey, head of Fleet Forces Command, who 
called this a “huge shift” because it unifies training through 
the pre- and post-deployment periods under the Fleet 
Response Training Plan. 

“This kind of approach is standards-based, it’s material-
conditions based, and it’s manning-based,” Harvey said in an 
interview March 9, after the plan was unveiled at Naval 
Surface Forces headquarters in Coronado, Calif. “It’s focused 
on what the ship is going to be expected to go do, and the time 
frame in which it’s expected to do it. It’s got tremendous 
flexibility.” “What I’m hoping,” Harvey added, “is that the 
CO and the wardroom and the chiefs’ mess will see a much 
more coherent approach to getting ready to deploy.” 

The new plan has a ring of “Back to the Future” about it, 
with the surface Navy circling back to older requirements that 
were jettisoned over the past decade, said one former cruiser 
commanding officer, who asked not to be named because of 
current business dealings with the Navy. 

“It’s a logical approach to current problems, and although 
the names have changed, the intent of the requirement appears 
familiar,” he said. 

Reversing The ‘Downward Spiral’ 
The plan comes after a decade-long slide in ship 

maintenance standards that stems from underfunding, 
understaffing and perpetual organizational changes, according 
to a fleet review panel that labeled this a “downward spiral.” 

In its 2010 report, the review noted a decrease in the 
number of repairs a ship’s crew could complete, a rise in 
Board of Inspection and Survey assessment failures, and 
higher casualty reports. “But more alarming is the amount of 

effort, money, time and outside assistance required to make a 
ship ready for the INSURV certification,” reviewers noted. In 
2011, after the report was issued, there were two INSURV 
failures, the same as the year before; there were four failures 
in 2009. 

A central problem was that crews were unable to identify, 
let alone repair, broken gear and corroded materials, the panel 
said. Its members called for more inspections by visiting 
experts to find and document problems so they can later be 
fixed, and said that task must become a standard part of the 
interdeployment cycle. Because each ship is required to 
complete an INSURV every five years, these rigorous 
inspections typically fall within every other 27-month training 
cycle. 

“The implementation of a third-party assessment process 
is considered essential to the overall recovery of surface force 
material readiness,” according to the report. 

The new plan adopted this recommendation and others, 
including an outside assessment prior to a ship’s deployment, 
and called for boosting the staff of afloat training groups to 
support these new tasks. The new plan sets bedrock standards 
for maintenance and training, with pass-fail exams at each 
step. For the ship to advance from phase to phase, it must pass 
“exit criteria” detailed in the new manual. 

As part of this new plan, ATG will take on more of a 
coaching role in early training before becoming a referee for 
certifications and advanced training. ATG staff will also start 
training crew members — not just the ship’s training team, 
whose responsibility is to train the rest of the crew. 

“In the beginning part of this program, we are very much 
a coach. We are showing the watchstanders how to do it,” said 
Capt. Terry Mosher, commodore of ATG Atlantic. “Then, 
when it comes to the certification event, we go into the 
assessment mode, and then we become the referee.” 

More will be expected of the ATG personnel, Mosher 
said. 

“It really requires that the ATG walking on the ship to be 
[the] subject-matter expert ... because they are now training 
the watchstanders,” he said. 

“In the last year, we have tightened up the screening 
process on coming into ATG,” he said, noting ATG teams are 
typically highly qualified and experienced in their rates. His 
direction to ATG-LANT: “Impart your knowledge and train 
your sailors.” 

Results of the pilot program have been very positive, with 
more focused training and better material readiness, Mosher 
said. Because a ship needs to get cleared on maintenance 
before starting to train — what officials are calling a “building 
block approach” — that alleviates some of the pressure on 
sailors, Mosher said. 

Under the old plan, “there wasn’t a focus on the 
equipment working when the ship left the maintenance phase,” 
Mosher said. “So in the life of a sailor, when he was in the 
basic phase, he was supposed to be focused on training and 
instead he was still troubleshooting broken equipment that did 
not get fixed in the maintenance phase. So his day was 
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jampacked with doing unanticipated maintenance.” The new 
plan, he continued, “frees up the sailor’s time to really focus 
on the training.” 

‘The Right Thing’ 
Material inspections are central to the new approach. 

Under the previous plan, the most thorough material 
inspection, INSURV, was irregular and happened at various 
times throughout the interdeployment cycle. The new plan 
establishes a target: INSURV should be scheduled a month or 
two after a ship completes its basic training. If no INSURV is 
needed in that readiness cycle, then the type commander will 
come aboard during this same window and hold a material 
inspection. 

“By conducting a material validation every FRP cycle, 
ships will better understand their equipment status and 
capabilities and reduce the premium costs associated with late-
identified work,” the manual states. 

The new guidance uses a six-month deployment within 
the 27-month deployment cycle. However, ship deployments 
are increasingly stretching past six months. Chief of Naval 
Operations Adm. Jon Greenert said March 16 that seven- to 
7½-month deployments was his “ballpark” goal for the future, 
and there are 11 ships scheduled for eight-month deployments 
over the next two years. 

“If you’re looking at a slide that has a rigid, six-month 
window for deployment, that’s not how we would execute it,” 
Mosher said. “There’s flexibility to allow varying lengths of 
deployment and the plan can adapt to those changes.” Retired 
Vice Adm. Peter Daly, who was involved in the manual’s 
development as the deputy commander of Fleet Forces, 
cautioned that the Navy’s operational tempo could lead to 
more issues if ships are not properly kept up and crews left ill 
trained. But this new plan is a means of standardizing training 
and maintenance while also being flexible enough to handle 
longer deployments. 

“If you really hold firm on the exit criteria from phase to 
phase, then you’re going to get a much more disciplined 

execution, a more accountable process and a better product,” 
said Daly, who is now chief executive officer of the U.S. 
Naval Institute in Annapolis, Md. “I think this is the right 
thing.” 

The former cruiser commander, noting that staffs have 
thinned out over the past decade, suggested that “staffing and 
expertise required to meet those requirements in a meaningful 
way may not exist. My concern would be, does the type 
commander have the depth and breadth of expertise required?” 

Another former ship commander said the sequencing of 
phases would make for a more logical and improved path to 
readiness. 

“It sounds like they are trying to smooth out various 
sinusoidal things that have been out of place,” said retired 
Capt. Jan van Tol, a senior fellow at the Center for Strategic 
and Budgetary Assessments in Washington, whose command 
tours include the destroyer O’Brien and amphibious assault 
ship Essex. 

The new policy streamlines the evaluations, assessments, 
inspections and certifications included as an appendix, which 
“should make it quite a bit easier for staff schedulers and ship 
operations officers to work out their long range schedules,” he 
said. “A lot of this stuff used to be buried in disparate [Office 
of the Chief of Naval Operations] and other staff instructions.” 

Van Tol also was pleased to see that ships with the 
forward-deployed naval force in Japan now will have a 
different readiness policy than other surface ships. Unlike the 
rest of the fleet, those ships deploy several times a year on 
shorter patrols throughout the Western Pacific, so the ships 
must be continually ready to operate. 

“We were two days from the gun line if something 
happened with North Korea,” he said of his time commanding 
the O’Brien. “It used to be a nightmare trying to force FDNF 
ships to meet a SURFOR training cycle that took no account 
of the very different operational and deployment cycles 
required in the FDNF.” 

View Surface Force Readiness Manual (PDF) 
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2. 21st Century Sailor And Marine Highlighted In Afghanistan 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 19 MAR 12) ... Lt. Matt Allen, Office of the Assistant Secretary of the Navy for Manpower and Reserve 
Affairs 

KANDAHAR, Afghanistan -- The second stop in the 21st 
Century Sailor and Marine overseas road show was in 
Kandahar, Afghanistan, March 18, where Sailors and Marines 
supporting Operation Enduring Freedom were given the 
chance to discuss the new personnel initiative and other issues 
with senior Navy leaders. 

Assistant Secretary of the Navy for Manpower and 
Reserve Affairs, Juan M. Garcia III, Chief of Navy Reserve, 
Vice Adm. Dirk Debbink and Navy Reserve Force Master 
Chief Chris Wheeler were on hand to explain how the 
initiative would benefit the fleet and answer questions from 
those in attendance. 

Before getting into the personnel policy discussions, 
Garcia provided the assembled audiences his reasons for 
talking with them that day. 

"At a time of enormous change for the Navy and Marine 
Corps, with a new budget, new national defense strategy, and 
a series of significant personnel policy changes, we've come 
out to give you the ground truth. Second, we're here to 

introduce this group of folks to the new 21st Century Sailor 
and Marine initiative. More than anything, we're here to thank 
you for the incredible work you're doing in support of 
Operation Enduring Freedom," said Garcia. 

"Town Hall" discussions were held across Kandahar Air 
Field with Sailors and Marines assigned to Naval Construction 
Regiment 22, Naval Mobile Construction Battalion 7, the 
NATO Role III Hospital and Marine Attack Squadron 223. 

While the 21st Century Sailor and Marine initiative has 
five core areas including safety, physical fitness, inclusion and 
continuum of service, the primary focus of these visits and 
leader comments were on the area of readiness. 

Garcia emphasized that operational stress control, which 
is covered in the readiness area of the intitiative, is something 
of which personnel serving in Afghanistan need to be acutely 
aware. 

"You understand more than anybody the toll the 
operational tempo has taken on our Sailors and their families," 
said Garcia. "21st Century Sailor and Marine is ensuring all 
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the operational stress control tools are provided to our Sailors 
so they can succeed and excel." 

Programs of the 21st Century Sailor and Marine initiative 
listed by Garcia which are designed to help Sailors and 
families cope with operational stress included operational 
stress control training in each command, ensuring an 
abundance of mental health professionals and pre- and post-
health assessments and screenings, and access to DSTRESS 
hotlines. The goal of the DSTRESS hotline is to help callers 
manage stress, whether it relates to work, relationships, 
deployment or finances. The callers do not need to reveal their 
identity and all calls are strictly confidential. 

Debbink told the audience that the toll of their service was 
not lost on Navy leadership. 

"We're here to help, we want you to ask for help, and we 
want you to take advantage of some of the programs, 
specifically our Returning Warrior Workshops," said Debbink. 

In addition to meeting with Sailors and Marines, Garcia, 
Debbink and Wheeler spent several hours visiting the NATO 
Role III hospital staffed by Navy doctors, nurses and 
corpsmen and toured the Warrior Recovery Center. 

The Warrior Recovery Center was established for those 
service members who have experienced combat operational 
stress to have a place to regroup, reset and return to duty. The 
center aims to enhance resiliency, self-management and 
coping skills. 

The 21st Century Sailor and Marine initiative 
consolidates a set of objectives and policies, new and existing, 
to maximize Sailor and Marine personal readiness, build 
resiliency and hone the most combat-effective force in the 
history of the Department of the Navy. 

To reach a DSTRESS hotline, call 877-476-7734. 
To learn more about operational stress control visit 

www.navynavstress.com. 
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3. Firm Helps Sailors Find Civilian Work 
Nearly 3,000 ERB-affected Sailors 
(WAVY NBC NORFOLK 19 MAR 12) ... Melanie Woodrow 

NORFOLK, Va. - Nearly 3,000 Sailors let go from the 
Navy last year are getting some assistance finding new work. 

The Navy has linked up with a coaching firm that will 
help Sailors as they make the transition into civilian work. 

Challenger, Gray and Christmas is based in Chicago. 
"We're helping people work on their resumes, the 

interview and translating their skills from the Navy to the 
private sector," said CEO John Challenger. 

Challenger said the Navy is picking up the bill. 
"I think that's good. They need it," said Navy wife 

Angela. "When you've been in there so many years, you're not 
really acclimated to the world and what's going on out here." 

A Sailor just beginning her Navy career told WAVY.com 
she worries what she's doing might not transfer easily into the 
field she would like to enter after her service. 

"The biggest issues are translating your Navy skills into 
the private sector and getting out from behind the computer 
and seeing many more people in person," explained 
Challenger. 

If you or a loved one was affected by the Enlistment 
Retention Boards and you'd like information about the free 
coaching services, call the Challenger, Gray and Christmas 
call center at 1-800-971-4288. 

View Clip (RT: 2:04) 
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4. Transition Benefits: ISP Requirements Reminder 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 19 MAR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class LaTunya Howard, Navy Personnel Command 
Public Affairs 

MILLINGTON, Tenn. -- A Navy message released 
March 19 reminds Sailors of requirements associated with 
receiving involuntary separation pay (ISP). 

According to NAVADMIN 093/12, all Sailors 
involuntarily released from active duty, to include Sailors 
affected by the Enlisted Retention Board, may be eligible for 
ISP. Command leadership, career counselors and affected 
Sailors must review the message to ensure timely actions are 
met to receive payment. 

ISP has Navy Reserve requirements and obligations. 
Career counselors and command leadership can assist Sailors 
with applying for affiliation in conjunction with ISP. 

All Sailors who apply for ISP must obligate in the Ready 
Reserve for a minimum of three years past their initial military 
service obligation. The Ready Reserve has two branches, the 
Selected Reserve (SELRES) and Individual Ready Reserve 
(IRR). 

The SELRES consists of drilling reservists and units. 
SELRES typically fulfill the traditional service commitment of 
one weekend a month and two weeks a year. 

The IRR offers Reserve affiliation benefits without the 
SELRES drill requirements or Reserve pay. Sailors in the IRR 

have to maintain mobilization readiness and must keep the 
Navy informed of any address changes or conditions that may 
affect their readiness. 

While the Navy wishes to afford every Sailor an 
opportunity to transition to the Navy Reserve, SELRES billets 
are limited. Involuntarily separated Sailors E3 through E6 can 
apply for a SELRES quota via Perform-to-Serve/Fleet RIDE. 
Once approved for a quota, Sailors can contact the Career 
Transition Office (CTO) to complete the process. If a 
SELRES quota is not available, Sailors can request to affiliate 
with the IRR. 

A Sailor who affiliates with the IRR must have their 
command complete a NAVPERS 1070/613 form and send it to 
their supporting personnel office. This must be accomplished 
prior to separation to ensure payment of this benefit, according 
to the message. If a signed Reserve affiliation contract is not 
completed prior to separation, Sailors must petition the Board 
of Correction for Naval Records to receive ISP. 

Under current legislation, Sailors who collect ISP and 
later collect a military retirement must repay their ISP upon 
retirement. Under current legislation, ISP must also be repaid 
upon receipt of Department of Veterans Affairs disability 
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compensation. The Defense Finance and Accounting Service 
will reduce retirement payments until the ISP amount is 
repaid. 

Read the message for more information or call the Navy 
Personnel Command Customer Service Center at 1-866-U-
ASK-NPC or email CSCMailbox@navy.mil. 

More information on ERB transition assistance can be 
found on the NPC Web page at 
http://www.public.navy.mil/bupers-
npc/boards/ERB/Pages/TransitionInfo.aspx. 
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CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
5. Naval Anti-Terrorism Exercise Underway 
(WAVY NBC NORFLK 19 MAR 12) ... Art Kohn 

NORFOLK, Va. - It's the largest anti-terrorism and force 
protection exercise in the nation and part of it is underway in 
Hampton Roads. 

For Solid Curtain/Citadel Shield 2012, chilling scenarios 
are played out at Joint Expeditionary Base Little-Creek Fort 
Story . During Monday's training scenario, an American Sailor 
has turned his weapon against his shipmates and is threatening 
the security of the harbor. 

Security from both the Coast Guard and the Navy take 
immediate action to neutralize the threat, even though the 
threat comes from one of their own. 

JEB Little Creek Commanding Officer Captain Charles 
Stuppard said, "...to protect the constitution against all 
enemies, foreign and domestic." 

It was only a drill, but it presents an interesting, if not 
uncommon, adversary. As evidenced by recent reports from 

Afghanistan accusing an American soldier of murdering 
civilians, the stress of combat can be overwhelming and lead 
to bizarre and violent behavior. 

At a time when service members are being asked to serve 
multiple deployments, preparing for this type of scenario is 
become increasingly more important. 

In November of 2009, an American Army officer killed 
12 and wounded 30 in a shooting spree at Fort Hood, located 
in Texas. 

Stuppard explained, "After the Fort Hood incident,..we all 
have to do additional training to prepare for all kinds of 
scenarios." 

The exercise will continue all week in Hampton Roads. 
People driving to and from Naval bases should be 

prepared for possible delays, particularly on Friday, March 23. 
View Clip (RT: 2:13) 
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6. GTMO EOC Gear Up For Solid Curtain, Citadel Shield 2012 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 19 MAR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Justin Ailes, Naval Station Guantanamo Bay, 
Cuba Public Affairs 

GUANTANAMO BAY, Cuba -- Installation Training 
Team and Emergency Operations Center personnel at Naval 
Station (NS) Guantanamo Bay will test various security 
measures during exercise Solid Curtain-Citadel Shield (SC-
CS) 2012, March 20. 

SC-CS is an annual weeklong exercise held in 
coordination with U.S. Fleet Forces Command and 
Commander Navy Installations Command to maintain a high 
level of force protection readiness for Navy installations. 

SC-CS will impact all Navy installations across the 
continental United States, including the ships and tenant 
commands located on those bases. NS Guantanamo Bay will 
participate in the SC-CS exercise for one day. 

"The exercise provides us an opportunity to test and 
evaluate the installation and tenant command's ability to 
detect, respond, mitigate and recover from an antiterrorism 
and/or force protection event," said NS Guantanamo Bay 
Installation Training Officer Kevin Robarge. "Although the 
details are not for release to ensure the responses are not 

scripted, the exercise will be conducted at multiple areas 
around the installation." 

A primary objective of SC-CS is to test the Navy's ability 
to rapidly establish heightened installation security and 
emergency management postures while simultaneously 
executing operational sorties of ships and aircraft if required, 
providing required fleet logistical support, accomplishing 
needed maintenance and repairs supporting ongoing fleet 
operations, and conducting recovery and restoration actions on 
affected Navy installations. 

"Residents need to be aware that although we are 
attempting to minimize any disruption in normal operations, 
they will observe emergency responder movements and there 
may be temporary closures of roads or facilities," said 
Robarge. "Additionally, the Mass Warning and Notification 
system may be used, and information regarding the exercise 
will be displayed on the roller and radio as part of the testing. 
This exercise and others are all part of our Annual Training 
and Readiness program intended to test, evaluate and improve 
our overall readiness." 
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7. NAS Fallon To Conduct Major Drill This Week; Base Closed To Outside Personnel On Friday 
(LAHONTAN VALLEY (NV) NEWS 19 MAR 12) 

Navy bases around the world including Naval Air Station 
Fallon will be conducting a week-long security readiness 
exercise that begins Monday. 

According to Chris Pierce, the base's training officer, the 
major days of the drill, though, will be Thursday, Friday and 
Saturday. Solid Curtain/Citadel Shield, will test the base's 
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command and control system and how well Sailors react to 
specific situations in a Fleet Forces Command exercise. The 
annual exercise provides real-world scenarios for both military 
and civilian responders. 

Pierce said Solid Curtain is a Navy-wide coordinated 
exercise whereby installations report to each other and to 
Washington, D.C. Pierce said Citadel Shield allows NAS 
Fallon to conduct several drills related only to the local base. 

“People coming on to the base on Thursday will be 
affected,” said Pierce, explaining that the majority of vehicles 
will be searched. “This could create possible delays.” 

On Friday, however, Pierce said the base will be shut 
down to all nonessential personnel because of the training. 
This in cludes the commissary, Navy Exchange, medical 
services and the credit union. Pierce said mission essential 
personnel will be available to provide emergency medical 
services. Furthermore, he said all MWR (Morale, Welfare and 
Recreation) facilities will be open to those on base, but the 
theater will be closed to patrons Friday night. 

“Expect the exercise to go into Saturday morning or early 
afternoon,” Pierce said. 
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8. Navy Conducting Security Exercises At Installations Nationwide This Week, Including In Belle Chasse 
(NEW ORLEANS TIMES-PICAYUNE 19 MAR 12) ... Paul Purpura 

Area residents might see more traffic and security activity 
at the Naval Air Station-Joint Reserve Base in Belle Chasse 
this week, the Navy said today in announcing a exercise. 
Increased activity could be seen around the air station through 
Saturday. 

Called Solid Curtain-Citadel Shield 2012, the annual 
exercise is happening at Naval installations nationwide and is 
not done in response to a specific threat, the Navy said in a 
press release today. 

The exercise is designed to give Navy security forces 
training to respond to threats to installations and units, 
according to the statement. 

The Navy said that while plans are in place to minimize 
disruptions to normal base operations, the exercise could cause 
increase traffic around base, mainly near the entrances, 
according to the statement. 

People also may see increased security activity associated 
with the exercise, the Navy said. 

Marine Corps Support Facility New Orleans, in Algiers, 
isn't participating in the exercise, a Marine spokesman said 
today. 
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9. Soldiers On The High Seas: Coordinating Ground Forces Aboard Abraham Lincoln 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 20 MAR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Timothy D. Godbee, USS Abraham Lincoln Public 
Affairs 

USS ABRAHAM LINCOLN, At Sea -- Throughout the 
aircraft carrier USS Abraham Lincoln's (CVN 72) deployment 
to the U.S. 5th Fleet area of responsibility, Army personnel 
will be embarked to help coordinate Carrier Air Wing (CVW) 
2 air support for Operation Enduring Freedom (OEF). 

These U.S. Army ground liaison officers (GLO), assigned 
to the 4th Battlefield Coordination Detachment (Det.), serve as 
communications links between soldiers and Marines on the 
ground in Afghanistan and the pilots of CVW 2. 

GLOs use various networks such as the combined 
enterprise regional information exchange system and secret 
internet protocol router network phones to communicate with 
ground forces about planned missions and patrols. They also 
brief pilots prior to every sortie flown in support of OEF. 
Once the aircraft launch from the ship, the forces on the 
ground are in direct contact with the pilots in the air. 

GLOs also help interpret jargon from the different 
branches of service and work to decipher it for other 
personnel. 

"Different acronyms often mean different things for each 
service, and sometimes certain terms are used differently, 
too," said Sgt. 1st Class Richard Bishop. "We act almost as 
translators between the two when needed." 

GLOs deploy for a year at a time and transfer from one 
carrier to the next whenever a different ship begins operations 
in support of OEF. 

"We were on USS Carl Vinson (CVN 70) before this, and 
we'll go to whatever ship relieves Lincoln afterward," said 
Army Capt. Asher Ballew. "GLOs have been known to be out 
to sea for up to 120 consecutive days, sometimes more, 
without a port call. We have to pack light and be ready to 
move when and where we're needed." 

Ballew said working side by side with Sailors aboard a 
carrier is a rare but exciting experience. 

"There's a statistic that only about .01 percent of soldiers 
will ever serve on a naval warship," Ballew said. "It's pretty 
cool to be part of such a small statistic." 

Lincoln and embarked CVW 2 are deployed to the U.S. 
5th Fleet area of responsibility conducting maritime security 
operations, theater security cooperation efforts and support 
missions as part of OEF. 

Lincoln is the flagship for Carrier Strike Group 9, which 
also includes the guided-missile cruiser USS Cape St. George 
(CG 71) and Destroyer Squadron 9, comprised of guided-
missile destroyers USS Momsen (DDG 92) and USS Sterett 
(DDG 104). 

Return to Index 
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10. Four San Diego Sailors Rescue Victims In Head-On Collision 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 20 MAR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Mark Logico, Commander Navy Region Hawaii 
Public Affairs 

PEARL HARBOR,Hawaii -- Four San Diego-based 
Sailors were the first responders to a wrong-way collision 
accident along Nimitz Highway in Honolulu, March 18. 

A Geo Metro went the wrong way in the west-bound 
lanes of Nimitz Highway before making a U-turn on Sand 
Island Access Road where it proceeded toward oncoming 
traffic on the east-bound side. The Geo Metro collided with a 
Toyota 4-Runner leaving one man dead and three others 
seriously injured. 

Felimo Batacan, the driver of the 4-Runner, said it was 
strange to see so many cars stopped on the other side of the 
highway until he saw the two headlights coming at his car. He 
said he tried to wake his wife, Caroline, as he stepped hard on 
the brakes. 

"Bam-it felt like an explosion into my face," said Batacan. 
The police said the driver who caused the wreck had been 

drinking. 
The four Sailors were on their way back to base when 

they witnessed the Geo Metro driving on their side of the 
highway in the opposite direction. When they saw the car 
make the U-turn, they said they knew what was about to 
happen. 

Chief Personnel Specialist Augustin Blanco, Hospital 
Corpsman 2nd Class Bart Loui Stanisz, Hospital Corpsman 1st 
Class Kevin Keosibounheuang and Information Systems 
Technician 1st Class Shaun Camantigue, all assigned to Navy 
Region Southwest Reserve Component Command in San 
Diego, were on their way to Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam 
when they witnessed the accident at around 3 a.m. 

"When we saw the car making the U-turn going on to the 
other side of traffic, we knew it was going to be bad," said 
Blanco. He later turned to his shipmates and began telling 
them to call 911. 

"We heard the crash," said Blanco. "We pulled over, got 
out, ran, and jumped over the median to get to the other lane." 

Keosibounheuang called 911 and all four proceeded to 
render assistance. They advised the Batancans to stay still as 
they waited for the emergency responders to arrive. 

Stanisz performed CPR in attempt to resuscitate the 
passenger of Geo Metro. The passenger was later pronounced 
dead. 

Camantigue said the difficult part of the situation was 
helping to divert traffic. 

"I was waving, trying to get the attention of the other cars 
coming in our direction," said Camantigue. "If other cars rear-
ended the two cars it would have crushed the people even 
more." 

"The other car [Geo Metro] had no front end," said 
Blanco. "It was gone." 

Batacan said if he had driven his other car, a Honda Civic, 
he and his wife would have been dead because the impact 
would have destroyed the car. He also said he owes their lives 
to the Sailors who came to assist them. 

"I am very grateful to you guys, thank you," said Batacan 
to the four Sailors. "I really appreciate it from the deepest part 
of my heart." 

The four Sailors visited the Batacans at their residence 
March 19, to find out how they were doing. Felimo told the 
Sailors he was recovering and he hopes his wife would be 
back home the following day, March 20. 

Blanco said he was the designated driver that morning. He 
said he tells his Sailors to have a plan whenever they decide to 
go out and drink. 

"I've seen a lot of stuff in my life but this experience was 
very eerie for me because I lost my brother to the very same 
thing," said Blanco. "I lost my younger brother to a drunk 
driver two years ago. He was driving on the wrong side of the 
road. My brother didn't make it. He didn't walk out but the 
drunk driver did." 

"Make sure you prepare for the conditions that are out 
there," he said. "Be aware of your surroundings. Be prepared 
when you're going out. Be prepared for those drunk drivers 
that are out there. If you see someone stumbling take their 
keys. I wish someone did that for my brother or he would be 
here today." 

Batacan thanked the four Sailors again. 
"God Bless you," he said. "Thank you very much." 
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11. First Wave Of U.S. Marines Heads To Darwin 
(THE AUSTRALIAN 20 MAR 12) ... Brendan Nicholson 

The deployment of 2500 U.S. Marines for training in 
Australia begins within a fortnight, when the first company of 
about 150 seaborne soldiers arrives in Darwin. 

Under the plan announced by U.S. President Barack 
Obama and Julia Gillard, the troops from the Hawaii-based 
Third Marine Regiment are expected to be based at Robertson 
Barracks. They will spend months training at the Australian 
Defence Force’s Bradshaw and Mount Bundy training areas in 
the Territory. 

U.S. sources say the Marine force, which will be rotated 
annually for training, is unlikely to reach full strength until 
2016. 

While they are based in Australia, the Marines will carry 
out exercises including disaster relief and amphibious landings 
with nations such as Indonesia, Singapore and Thailand. 

The arrival of the first members of the Marines taskforce, 
along with increased use of air and naval bases, army training 
areas and bombing ranges across the Top End, is just the start 
of greater military cooperation with the Americans. 

A U.S. Marines air-ground taskforce is designed to fight 
at short notice as a powerful, selfcontained force with its own 
protective air power, able to land on a hostile shore or carry 
out non-combat operations such as disaster relief. 

It will give Washington the ability to intervene in the 
region quickly in the event of a crisis. 
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The Marines will eventually bring considerable 
equipment with them, including amphibious assault ships 
similar to the two giant landing helicopter docks being built 
for the Royal Australian Navy, along with Harrier Jump Jets 
and troop-carrying helicopters. 

Both governments say there will be no U.S. bases on 
Australian soil, just continued access to joint facilities such as 
the intelligence-gathering base at Pine Gap and increased 
access to Australian facilities. 

Teams of Australian and U.S. officials have been working 
for more than two years on legal agreements governing U.S. 
access to Australian facilities. 

Still under consideration is the increased use by U.S. 
warships, and possibly nuclear submarines, of HMAS Stirling 
naval base near Rockingham, south of Perth. 

The agreement will see increased use of RAAF Base 
Darwin, the Delamare weapons range by long-range U.S. 
bombers, the army’s Bradshaw and Mount Bundy training 
areas and RAAF Base Tindal. 
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12. USS James E. Williams At Sea 
(YOUTUBE 19 MAR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Daniel J. Meshel 

ATLANTIC OCEAN -- U.S. Navy Sailors, assigned to 
the Arleigh-Burke class guided-missile destroyer USS James 
E. Williams (DDG 95), participate in a replenishment at sea 
(RAS). James E. Williams is deployed as part of Enterprise 

Carrier Strike Group to support maritime security operations 
and theater security cooperation efforts in the U.S. 5th and 6th 
Fleet Areas of responsibility. 

View Clip (RT: 3:52) 
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13. U.S. War Game Sees Perils Of Israeli Strike On Iran 
(NEW YORK TIMES 20 MAR 12) ... Mark Mazzetti and Thom Shanker 

WASHINGTON — A classified war simulation held this 
month to assess the repercussions of an Israeli attack on Iran 
forecasts that the strike would lead to a wider regional war, 
which could draw in the United States and leave hundreds of 
Americans dead, according to American officials. 

The officials said the so-called war game was not 
designed as a rehearsal for American military action — and 
they emphasized that the exercise’s results were not the only 
possible outcome of a real-world conflict. 

But the game has raised fears among top American 
planners that it may be impossible to preclude American 
involvement in any escalating confrontation with Iran, the 
officials said. In the debate among policy makers over the 
consequences of any Israeli attack, that reaction may give 
stronger voice to those in the White House, Pentagon and 
intelligence community who have warned that a strike could 
prove perilous for the United States. 

The results of the war game were particularly troubling to 
Gen. James N. Mattis, who commands all American forces in 
the Middle East, Persian Gulf and Southwest Asia, according 
to officials who either participated in the Central Command 
exercise or who were briefed on the results and spoke on 
condition of anonymity because of its classified nature. When 
the exercise had concluded earlier this month, according to the 
officials, General Mattis told aides that an Israeli first strike 
would be likely to have dire consequences across the region 
and for United States forces there. 

The two-week war game, called Internal Look, played out 
a narrative in which the United States found it was pulled into 
the conflict after Iranian missiles struck a Navy warship in the 
Persian Gulf, killing about 200 Americans, according to 
officials with knowledge of the exercise. The United States 
then retaliated by carrying out its own strikes on Iranian 
nuclear facilities. 

The initial Israeli attack was assessed to have set back the 
Iranian nuclear program by roughly a year, and the subsequent 
American strikes did not slow the Iranian nuclear program by 

more than an additional two years. However, other Pentagon 
planners have said that America’s arsenal of long-range 
bombers, refueling aircraft and precision missiles could do far 
more damage to the Iranian nuclear program — if President 
Obama were to decide on a full-scale retaliation. 

The exercise was designed specifically to test internal 
military communications and coordination among battle staffs 
in the Pentagon, Tampa, Fla., where the headquarters of the 
Central Command is located, and in the Persian Gulf in the 
aftermath of an Israeli strike. But the exercise was written to 
assess a pressing, potential, real-world situation. 

In the end, the war game reinforced to military officials 
the unpredictable and uncontrollable nature of a strike by 
Israel, and a counterstrike by Iran, the officials said. 

American and Israeli intelligence services broadly agree 
on the progress Iran has made to enrich uranium. But they 
disagree on how much time there would be to prevent Iran 
from building a weapon if leaders in Tehran decided to go 
ahead with one. 

With the Israelis saying publicly that the window to 
prevent Iran from building a nuclear bomb is closing, 
American officials see an Israeli attack on Iran within the next 
year as a possibility. They have said privately that they believe 
that Israel would probably give the United States little or no 
warning should Israeli officials make the decision to strike 
Iranian nuclear sites. 

Officials said that, under the chain of events in the war 
game, Iran believed that Israel and the United States were 
partners in any strike against Iranian nuclear sites and 
therefore considered American military forces in the Persian 
Gulf as complicit in the attack. Iranian jets chased Israeli 
warplanes after the attack, and Iranians launched missiles at an 
American warship in the Persian Gulf, viewed as an act of war 
that allowed an American retaliation. 

Internal Look has long been one of Central Command’s 
most significant planning exercises, and is carried out about 
twice a year to assess how the headquarters, its staff and 
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command posts in the region would respond to various real-
world situations. 

Over the years, it has been used to prepare for various 
wars in the Middle East. According to the defense Web site 
GlobalSecurity.org, military planners during the cold war used 
Internal Look to prepare for a move by the Soviet Union to 
seize Iranian oil fields. The American war plan at the time 
called for the Pentagon to march nearly six Army divisions 
north from the Persian Gulf to the Zagros Mountains of Iran to 
blunt a Soviet attack. 

In December 2002, Gen. Tommy R. Franks, who was the 
top officer at Central Command, used Internal Look to test the 
readiness of his units for the coming invasion of Iraq. 

Many experts have predicted that Iran would try to 
carefully manage the escalation after an Israeli first strike in 
order to avoid giving the United States a rationale for 
attacking with its far superior forces. Thus, it might use 
proxies to set off car bombs in world capitals or funnel high 
explosives to insurgents in Afghanistan to attack American 
and NATO troops. 

While using surrogates might, in the end, not be enough 
to hide Iran’s instigation of these attacks, the government in 
Tehran could at least publicly deny all responsibility. 

Some military specialists in the United States and in Israel 
who have assessed the potential ramifications of an Israeli 

attack believe that the last thing Iran would want is a full-scale 
war on its territory. Thus, they argue that Iran would not 
directly strike American military targets, whether warships in 
the Persian Gulf or bases in the region. 

Their analysis, however, also includes the broad caveat 
that it is impossible to know the internal thinking of the senior 
Iranian leadership, and is informed by the awareness that even 
the most detailed war games cannot predict how nations and 
their leaders will react in the heat of conflict. 

Yet these specialists continue their work, saying that any 
insight on how the Iranians will react to an attack will help 
determine whether the Israelis carry out a strike — and what 
the American position will be if they do. 

Israeli intelligence estimates, backed by academic studies, 
have cast doubt on the widespread assumption that a military 
strike on Iranian nuclear facilities would set off a catastrophic 
set of events like a regional conflagration, widespread acts of 
terrorism and sky-high oil prices. 

“A war is no picnic,” Defense Minister Ehud Barak told 
Israel Radio in November. But if Israel feels itself forced into 
action, the retaliation would be bearable, he said. “There will 
not be 100,000 dead or 10,000 dead or 1,000 dead. The state 
of Israel will not be destroyed.” 
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14. Russia's Defence Ministry: Russian Navy's Oil Tanker Calls At Syrian Port 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 19 MAR 12) 

MOSCOW - Russia's Defence Ministry says one of the 
navy's support ships has called at the Syrian port of Tartus. 

The ministry said Monday that the navy's Iman oil tanker 
arrived at Tartus 10 days ago on a mission to assist Russian 
navy ships on anti-piracy patrols in the Gulf of Aden. 

The ministry says the tanker is carrying a civilian crew 
and a team of servicemen protecting it. A ministry spokesman 
wouldn't say how many troops are on board. 

Tartus is now the only naval base Russia has outside the 
former Soviet Union. A Russian navy squadron made a call 
there in January in what was seen by many as a show of 
Moscow's support for Syrian President Bashar Assad. 

Russia has shielded Syria from U.N. sanctions over 
Assad's yearlong crackdown on an uprising, in which more 
than 8,000 people have been killed. 
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15. Syria Invasion Could Cost $300 Billion Per Year 
(U.S. NEWS & WORLD REPORT 19 MAR 12) ... John T. Bennett 

A U.S.-led military operation to topple Syrian President 
Bashir al-Assad's regime could cost up to $300 billion a year 
and require 300,000 troops. 

That's the estimate of the Brookings Institution, which 
issued a report Monday as Syrian opposition groups continue 
to plead for Western and regional help as Assad's forces pound 
rebel fighters and civilians mercilessly. The Obama 
administration has, for now, ruled out using American military 
power to oust Assad. 

"The greatest issue in deciding whether to launch an 
invasion is deciding whether Syria should warrant the 
resources and American lives such an operation would cost," 
the report states. "An invasion and the early months of an 
occupation would require 200,000 to 300,000 troops to be 
done properly. That alone should put the bill for a Syrian 
invasion at around $200 [billion] to $300 billion per year for 
as long as that number of troops would have to remain." 

That many troops would be required because, like in Iraq 
and Afghanistan, American forces--joined by Western and 
Arab troops--would have to stay there for some time to install 

a new government and keep the peace between competing 
ethnic and religious groups. 

Kenneth Pollack, one of the Brookings analysts who 
compiled the report, said that an outright Iraq-like invasion 
with regime change as the goal is unlikely. As it is, America is 
locked in what many view as an unwinnable war in 
Afghanistan and is only just extricating itself from Iraq. 

"The American people are not looking to fight another 
ground war in Asia," said Pollack, who was a proponent of the 
2003 Iraq war. Some Democrats have pointed to a book he 
authored pushing for an invasion of Iraq as one of the reasons 
they supported that operation. 

Then-Defense Secretary Robert Gates said in a speech last 
year that "any future defense secretary who advises the 
president to again send a big American land army into Asia or 
into the Middle East or Africa should have his head 
examined." 

Even so, there have been calls from some quarters--
including from 2008 GOP presidential candidate and Arizona 
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Sen. John McCain--for the U.S. to resort to military action in 
Syria, as it did (albeit indirectly) in Libya. 

Many analysts, including those who wrote the Brookings 
report, say a Syrian invasion would have much in common 
with the volatile and bloody situation after the U.S. toppled 
Saddam Hussein and his regime in 2003. 

Like in Iraq, "the United States would own Syria," 
Pollack said, bringing silence to the room where the report 
was unveiled. 

The White House has pegged the cost of the Iraq conflict 
at nearly $1 trillion, and the Congressional Research Service 
puts the tab at nearly $900 billion. Morethan 4,500 American 
troops died, and over 30,000 more were wounded. 

"An invasion of Syria should not cost nearly as much as 
the invasion and occupation of Iraq, but it would still be an 
expensive undertaking," states the Brookings report, "partly 
because Syria does not have Iraq's oil wealth--which did 
defray at least part of the costs of the Iraq war." 

View Report (PDF) 
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16. Retired Officers Call For Curbing China's Power 
(WASHINGTON TIMES 20 MAR 12) ... Sean Lengell 

China's burgeoning military poses a significant security 
threat to Southeast Asia and beyond unless quickly 
counterbalanced by the U.S. and its allies, said several retired 
military officers Monday at a Washington symposium. 

That threat could hit global waters in as soon as 10 years, 
Yoji Koda, a retired vice admiral with the Japan Maritime 
Self-Defense Force, said at The Washington Times 
Foundation-sponsored event at the Capitol. 

"The U.S. may be shadow-boxing against an elusive 
threat to them ... [but] today is not the time to shadow-box," 
said Adm. Koda, who was a senior fellow at the Harvard 
University Asia Center. "The U.S., Japan and South Korea 
must be ready and together prepare for the growing Chinese 
threat 10 to 20 years from now." 

Because China's long-range nuclear missile capability 
doesn't match that of the U.S., it relies heavily on mobile 
warships as potential launch sites for nuclear weapons, he 
said. 

"The role of China's navy is much larger than that of the 
United States," he said. 

China also is beefing up its naval presence in Africa and 
South America as a way to expand its global influence, Adm. 
Koda said. 

"That's the frontier for China," he said. "To exercise its 
influence and also to gain a victory over the natural resources 
competition in Africa, China needs a navy." 

Patrick M. Walsh, a retired U.S. Navy admiral who 
commanded the U.S. Pacific Fleet from 2009 to 2012 and was 

a vice chief of naval operations, warned that China's political, 
economic and military expansion will be both "dramatic and 
traumatic." 

The growing procurement of warships by nations 
throughout Southeast Asia - including China'a recent 
intentions to purchase aircraft carriers - challenges security 
and stability in the region, he said. 

Adm. Walsh added that China's millennia-old conflicts 
with its neighbors and its sense of history make the arms race 
in the Pacific Rim different than those in the Middle East. 

"This is not an ideology, this is the nation-state concept 
coming in to direct contact and collision with a country that 
views itself as a civilization," he said 

Adm. Walsh also warned against viewing China and other 
Southeast Asian nations as only economic partners. 

"It's easily to rationalize something as being too far in the 
future to be worried about," he said. "Looking at economics as 
a sole indicator of national interests and roles will bring you to 
just ignorant one-dimensional conclusions." 

Kook Jin Moon, chief executive of Saeilo Enterprises and 
Tongil Group, called on the U.S. and democratic nations 
worldwide to band together to keep China's military in check. 

"China has never used its power to benefit others; China 
has used its power to benefit China," he said. "This has been 
its history." 

The event also was sponsored by the Asia Pacific Peace 
Initiative and the Project 2049 Institute. 
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17. Ireland May Join EU Mission To Help Fight Somali Pirates 
(IRISH INDEPENDENT 18 MAR 12) ... Don Lavery 

Ireland may join the fight against Somali pirates off the 
coast of Africa as part of an EU naval mission. 

Dozens of the world's navies and air forces are trying to 
combat the scourge of pirate attacks in the Indian Ocean. 

Kidnappings have seen deliveries of food aid and 
commercial shipping disrupted, while hundreds of mariners 
have been taken hostage. 

Ireland has been asked by the EU naval mission in the 
area, EU NAVFOR's Operation Atalanta, to join the struggle 
against the pirates. The sea raiders operate successfully using 
skiffs or small boats and mother ships, and are armed with 
Kalashnikov rifles and rocket-propelled grenades. 

The operational commander of the EU's first maritime 
mission has invited Ireland to contribute an armed detachment 
which would be used to protect ships. 

Ireland at present does not have any ships or personnel 
attached to the mission but the unit, called an autonomous 
vessel protection detachment, (AVPD), would be used to 
protect vessels such as food aid ships from the World Food 
Programme without a naval escort. 

Minister of State Fergus O'Dowd said the Department of 
Defence was considering whether it can contribute a 
detachment to the mission. 

Ireland already contributes seven soldiers to EUTM 
Somalia, an EU-mission based in Uganda which trains Somali 
forces to fight the al-Qaeda-linked Al-Shabaab militants. 

The Government last week approved a further three 
soldiers to join that mission, bringing the number of Irish 
trainers in Uganda to 10. 



 15

Return to Index 
 

18. S. Korea’s Price Hike In Sub Deal Raises Turkish Hopes 
(HÜRRIYET DAILY NEWS (TURKEY) 19 MAR 12) 

ANKARA - A German-Turkish joint bid for building 
U209 subs for Indonesia may revive after the winner Korean 
firm’s decision to raise the price by $300 million unilaterally 

A Turkish U209 submarine surfaces in this file photo. 
Together with its German partner, Turkey lost a bid to build 
U209s for Indonesia. 

A German-Turkish joint venture striving to win a contract 
to build submarines for Indonesia is waiting for word from 
Jakarta after their South Korean rival raised the price for three 
submarines it has agreed to build for the country by $300 
million, a senior Turkish procurement official said. 

South Korea’s Daewoo Shipbuilding and Marine 
Engineering announced on Dec. 22 that it had won an 
Indonesian deal for $1.1 billion for three U209 submarines. 
But the company in early February unilaterally told its 
Indonesian counterparts that the price was too low, and 
increased it to $1.4 billion. 

“Meanwhile, we gave our best offer to the Indonesians on 
Feb. 7. Now we are waiting for their decision,” the Turkish 
official recently told the Hürriyet Daily News. “We think we 
have a chance.” 

South Korea won Indonesia’s sub deal last year, but a 
partnership between Turkey’s Undersecretariat for Defense 
Industries, its procurement agency, its shipyard STM, and the 
German shipyard HDW, owned by the German conglomerate 
ThyssenKrupp, raised a rival bid on the last minute. Still, 
Daewoo Shipbuilding and Marine Engineering won the bid. 
Then came the company’s move to raise its price. 

Meanwhile, Adm. Agus Suhartono, the chief of staff of 
Indonesian military forces, visited Turkey in late February. 

The Indonesian team told Turkey to forget about the U209s 
and instead focus on the more developed U214 submarines. 

Manufacture Of U214 Subs 
For Turkey, a $2 billion submarine deal with HDW for 

the joint manufacture of six U214 platforms formally took 
effect in July 2010, the German company announced. 

“As a longstanding partner and supplier to the Turkish 
Navy, ThyssenKrupp Marine Systems can now begin 
executing the order. The order will contribute to securing 
employment at [ThyssenKrupp’s] HDW in Kiel, as well as at 
many subcontractors in Germany and Turkey, for the next 10 
years,” it said. 

A major loan deal between German banks and the Turkish 
Treasury rescued the multibillion-dollar submarine contract 
between the Turkish state and German shipyard 
Howaldswerke Deutsche Werft (HDW). 

“The U209 situation is a complete unknown now, with 
Daewoo raising its price. We and the German HDW have 
already given our price. Now we are waiting for Indonesia’s 
move,” the Turkish procurement official said. 

Turkey has a document showing that HDW was given the 
right to negotiate with third parties to manufacture the U209. 
It claims the South Korean company does not have the right to 
build the U209. 

Turkey and South Korea are strong partners dating back 
to the Korean war of the 1950s. Turkey produces howitzers 
under South Korean license, and the two countries are together 
building basic aircraft trainers for the Turkish Air Force. 
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19. India To Induct Nuclear Submarine In April 
(DECCAN HERALD (INDIA) 19 MAR 12) 

In a major boost to its underwater strike capabilities, India 
will induct its Russian-origin nuclear-powered submarine 
'Nerpa' in the first week of April. 

'Nerpa', which will be rechristened as 'INS Chakra', is 
scheduled to arrive at its home base of Visakhapatnam in the 
first week of April and is expected to be commissioned 
formally into the Indian Navy by Defence Minister A K 
Antony on April 5, Defence Ministry officials told PTI here 
today. 

The submarine will be on a ten-year lease under a deal 
expected to be worth over USD 920 million, they said. An 
Indian crew had set sail with the Akula II class vessel to India 
in the end of January. 

After the 'INS Chakra' joins the naval fleet, it would be 
for the first time in more than two decades that the Indian 
Navy would have a nuclear attack submarine. This will also 
propel India in the elite league of six nations operating nuclear 
submarines. 

India is also working on development of indigenous 
nuclear submarines of the 'Arihant' class. The first submarine 
'INS Arihant' was launched for sea trials recently and is 
expected to start operational patrols by the end of this year. 

The Navy will have three submarines of this class by the 
end of this decade. 

India already possesses or is in the process of developing 
a family of nuclear-capable missiles including the Agni series, 
Prithvi variants, naval missile Dhanush, and submarine-
launched Sagarika. 

Meanwhile, the Navy will commission 'Admiral 
Gorshkov' aircraft carrier on the Navy Day on December 4 
this year in Russia. 

The aircraft carrier has been under retrofit for the last over 
five years at Russian facilities and is expected to reach Indian 
waters only in mid-2013. 

Return to Index 
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20. Peru Cancels British Ship Visit Over Falklands 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 20 MAR 12) 

LIMA — Peru canceled a visit by a British navy frigate in 
solidarity with Argentina's claims over the Falkland Islands. 

The decision underlines Peru's support for Argentina over 
the south Pacific archipelago, known locally as the Malvinas, 
Foreign Minister Rafael Roncagliolo told the official news 
agency Andina. 

The British frigate Montrose was set to dock in Lima's 
port of Callao on Thursday for a friendly visit. 

Roncagliolo said the visit was canceled as part of an 
agreement with the Union of South American Nations 
(UNASUR) supporting Argentina. 

Foreign ministers from the 12 UNASUR nations on 
Saturday urged Britain to discuss the sovereignty of the 

islands with Argentina, "in line with United Nations 
resolutions." 

The British embassy in Lima said it "lamented" that Peru 
had canceled the invitation, noting that the Peruvian 
government had the chance to raise the issue with Foreign 
Office Minister Jeremy Browne, who was in Lima on Friday. 

Argentine troops seized the islands on April 2, 1982, only 
to be routed by British forces 74 days later. In all, 649 
Argentine troops, 255 British troops and three Falkland 
Islanders were killed in the conflict. 

Adding to the renewed tensions is Britain's decision to 
allow offshore oil drilling near the islands, which lie 250 miles 
(400 kilometers) east of the South American mainland. 
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21. U.S. Weapons Manufacturers Capitalize On Rising Demand In Asia 
(NATIONAL DEFENSE 18 MAR 12) ... Sandra Erwin 

The five largest arms importers over the past five years — 
India, South Korea, Pakistan, China and Singapore — now 
account for 30 percent of global sales. The growing arms race 
in Asia could be a boon for U.S. suppliers of military 
hardware, according the newly released annual report of the 
Stockholm International Peace Research Institute. 

U.S. manufacturers, which still rank as the world’s top 
arms sellers, have seen exports increase by 24 percent from a 
year ago, says the SIPRI report. Asia and Oceania are the 
largest recipients, accounting for 45 percent of U.S. exports, 
followed by the Middle East (27 percent) and Europe (18 
percent). 

Aircraft made up 63 percent of U.S. sales between 2007 
and 2011, the SIPRI data shows. 

U.S. sales made in 2011 include 64 combat aircraft — 11 
F-15Es to South Korea, seven F-15SG frigates to Singapore, 
nine F/A-18E combat jets to Australia, 12 F-16Cs to Turkey 
and 16 F-16Cs to Morocco. The most significant order placed 
in 2011, and the largest arms deal for at least two decades, was 
Saudi Arabia’s order for 84 new F-15SG combat aircraft and 
the rebuilding of 70 existing F-15Es to the same standard. 

India is now the world’s largest recipient of arms, 
accounting for 10 percent of global imports, SIPRI reports. 

The success of U.S. arms sales, however, does not 
translate directly to domestic jobs, a SIPRI analyst says. Many 
of the Asian deals require licensing agreements so that local 
firms can build the equipment. “Major Asian importing states 
are seeking to develop their own arms industries and decrease 
their reliance on external sources of supply,” says Pieter 
Wezeman, senior researcher with the SIPRI Arms Transfers 
Program. “A large share of arms deliveries is due to licensed 
production.” 

The trend in China has been a shift from imports to 
exports. It was the largest recipient of arms exports in 2002–
2006, but fell to fourth place in 2007 to 2011. The decline in 
the volume of Chinese imports coincides with the 
improvements in China’s arms industry and rising arms 
exports, the SIPRI study says. The volume of Chinese arms 
exports has increased by 95 percent from a year ago. China 
now ranks as the sixth largest supplier of arms in the world, 
narrowly trailing the United Kingdom. “This is largely a result 

of Pakistan importing more arms from China,” says Paul 
Holtom, director of the SIPRI Arms Transfers Program. 

Analysts have concluded that the Arab spring has had 
limited impact on arms transfers, although major suppliers 
have continued to deliver weapons to countries affected by the 
events of the Arab Spring. “Despite a review in 2011 of its 
arms transfer policies towards the region, the United States 
remains a major supplier to both Tunisia and Egypt,” the 
report says. 

The biggest buyer of foreign weapons, India, has seen its 
imports increase by 38 percent over the past year. Purchases 
for the 2007–2011 period include 120 Su-30MKs and 16 MiG-
29Ks fighter aircraft from Russia and 20 Jaguar S attack 
aircraft from the United Kingdom. India’s growing appetite 
for weaponry partly is a result of rising tensions with its 
neighbor Pakistan, which is the third largest arms import, 
accounting for 5 percent of sales. The SIPRI study says 
Pakistan took delivery of a significant quantity of combat 
aircraft during this period: 50 JF-17s from China and 30 F-16s 
from the United States. Both India and Pakistan have 
purchased and will continue to take delivery of large quantities 
of tanks. 

News about India’s top ranking as an arms importer come 
as the country prepares to host one of the region’s largest 
weapons trade shows, Defexpo India 2012, in New Delhi, 
from March 29 to April 1. 

U.S. manufacturers are expected to display an array of 
big-ticket equipment. Several of the Pentagon's top suppliers 
will participate in the upcoming U.S. India Business Council 
Executive Mission to India March 26 to March 31. Karen 
Davies, senior vice president of munitions manufacturer ATK, 
will participate in a panel discussion on the topic of return on 
investment in the India defense market, according to an ATK 
news release. The panel will also feature representatives from 
India's Ministry of Defense and other defense industry 
executives. 

ATK will be marketing precision-guided munitions for 
artillery and mortars, artillery fuzing, ammunition and 
accessories for law enforcement and special operations forces, 
missile warning systems, small-caliber ammunition and 
illuminating flares. It will also be promoting its Mk44 30mm 
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cannon and the Apache helicopter's 625 round-per-minute 
M230 30mm chain gun. 

BAE Systems also will be at Defexpo as part of a joint 
venture called Defence Land Systems India. The company will 
be offering its CV90 family of armored vehicles, BvS10, and 
the M777 155mm Lightweight Field Howitzer with a model of 
the Type 45 naval destroyer. 

Despite a growing U.S. dominance of the global arms 
market, the Obama administration is hoping to increase 
weapon exports in the future, and has proposed a number of 
export-control reforms designed to expedite the sale of 
military equipment to foreign allies. Some U.S. firms insist 
that current rules are too restrictive as they were conceived 
during the Cold War, before the globalization of high 
technology. 

During a February hearing of the House Foreign Affairs 
Committee, titled, “Export Controls, Arms Sales, and Reform: 
Balancing U.S. Interests,” several lawmakers praised the 
administration’s effort to ease sales by removing non-sensitive 
technologies from the restricted “munitions list” of items for 
which is it much tougher to obtain an export license. 

“The Obama administration has taken on the Herculean 
task of being the reform of the U.S. export control system,” 
says Rep. Howard Berman, D-Calif. “After three years of 
work, the administration is now beginning to publish the draft 
changes it seeks to make in the U.S. munitions list. These 
changes, once enacted, would mean that literally tens if not 
hundreds of thousands of defense items that the administration 

deems to be less militarily sensitive would be moved to a new 
sublist of the Department of Commerce's commerce control 
list.” 

Some Republican lawmakers have resisted reforms, out of 
concerns that valuable U.S. technology might fall into the 
wrong hands. Rep. Dana Rohrabacher, R-Calif., cautions that 
“dangerous items are going to dangerous countries. … We 
have to remember that there are some countries that should be 
treated differently. … A lot of American business is making 
huge money with China and various human-rights abusers 
who may well be an enemy of the United States in the future. 
… We should not be treating dictatorial, potential enemies, 
like China, in the same way we treat Belgium or Brazil.” 

U.S. industry is hopeful that reforms will lead to 
increased exports, especially as the Pentagon begins to scale 
back spending on new weapons, says Tom Captain, vice 
chairman of the defense and aerospace sector at Deloitte LLP. 
“We are competing increasingly with European companies 
that have the same challenges with defense budgets and need 
to sell,” Captain says in an interview. “The world continues to 
buy weapons,” he says. “India will spend $80 billion over the 
next five years on arms. Much of that will be imported from 
United States, United Kingdom, France and Germany.” 

To do business in that country, he says, “Uou have to 
create joint ventures.” 

The comprehensive annual update of the SIPRI Arms 
Transfers Database is available at www.sipri.org. 
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22. Civilians To Fill Navy's Skills Void 
(THE AUSTRALIAN 20 MAR 12) ... By Cameron Stewart 

A ship operated by the Royal Australian Navy will be 
crewed by civilians, as the service explores ways to keep its 
fleet at sea in the face of rampant poaching of sailors by 
cashed-up mining firms. 

Defence Minister Stephen Smith yesterday announced 
that the navy's newest ship, a $130 million, 6500 tonne 
amphibious support vessel called the Skandi Bergen -- would 
operate "under a civilian crewing arrangement.” 

The Gillard government has flirted with the idea of 
allowing civilian crews to operate navy support ships to ease 
the chronic shortage of skilled naval crew. 

Both the U.S. and the British navies allow civilian crews 
to operate naval support ships. 

In December, Mr Smith announced a study to examine 
"the feasibility of alternative crewing options to make better 
use of the navy's uniformed personnel and take advantage of 
skills in the civilian shipping industry.” 

The minister flagged the possibility of civilian crews 
operating navy ships such as the amphibious landing ship dock 
HMAS Choules or the navy's auxiliary tanker HMAS Sirius. 
But he ruled out the use of civilian crews on warships, 
including the navy's frigates, its new Air Warfare Destroyers 
or patrol boats. 

The decision to allow civilians to crew the navy's new 
offshore support vessel, whose purchase was announced 
yesterday, is likely to lead to other civilian crews being placed 
on support ships. 

Defence was unable to say last night what sort of 
employment arrangements the civilian crew would operate 
under or whether they would be permitted to enter a war zone. 

Defence did not say how many civilians would be needed 
to crew the Skandi Bergen, but a similar sized sister ship, the 
Ocean Protector, which is operated by Customs and Border 
Protection, has a minimum of 22 crew. 

The navy will operate the Norwegian-built Skandi Bergen 
until its new landing helicopter dock ships arrive in the middle 
of the decade. The Skandi Bergen will then be given to 
Customs. 

The Australian understands the new ship will not be 
formally commissioned in the navy but will merely be 
operated by the navy for the next three years. 

Mr Smith has previously said that civilian support crews 
already operate successfully in Britain's Royal Navy and in the 
U.S. government's Transport Command, which supports the 
U.S. Navy. 

The U.S. Navy has found that specialised civilian crews 
are a more efficient and cheaper option to operate auxiliary 
support ships. 

The RAN has suffered severe shortages of skilled 
personnel in recent years because of aggressive poaching by 
mining companies, which seek similar skills to those used by 
navy technicians. 

A shortage of crews, especially in the technical fields, has 
made it difficult for the Royal Australian Navy to fully man 
submarines, frigates and patrol boats. 
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During the Vietnam War, civilian crews worked on ships 
chartered to transport equipment and military supplies from 
Australia to South Vietnam. 

The purchase of the Skandi Bergen plugs the final hole in 
the navy's amphibious ship capability, following the Cyclone 
Yasi bungle in February last year when there was not a single 
amphibious ship available for clean-up operations in the wake 
of the disaster in northern Queensland. 

Since then, the government has bought a used amphibious 
ship from the Royal Navy and renamed it HMAS Choules, and 
has entered into an arrangement with the New Zealand Navy 
to share its amphibious ship, the Canterbury. 

As revealed in The Australian yesterday, Mr Smith 
wanted to buy a giant fast catamaran to ferry troops and 
supplies to disaster zones but dropped the idea on advice from 
the navy. 
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PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
23. NHB Promotes 'Crews Into Shape' 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 19 MAR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Charlemagne Obana, Naval Hospital Bremerton 
Public Affairs 

BREMERTON, Wash. -- Multiple teams from Naval 
Hospital Bremerton (NHB) are taking part in the monthlong 
12th annual "Crews Into Shape" challenge, March 4-31. 

"The goal for 'Crews Into Shape' is overall health 
improvement by getting people to eat more fruits and 
vegetables and stay physically active throughout the week," 
said Hospital Corpsman 2nd Class Holly Dean, NHB Health 
Promotions. 

Crews consist of 2-10 members registered online with a 
crew leader and crew name. No weigh-in is required and each 
member sets their own weight loss, maintenance, or gain goal. 
Points are accumulated for things such as eating fruits and 
vegetables, physical activities, and goal attainment. 

"As a group, we're trying to get higher Physical Readiness 
Test scores than last year," said Hospital Corpsman 1st Class 
Elizabeth Ramos, NHB Orthopedics leading petty officer and 
co-captain for the "Boneheads" team. "My personal goal is to 
run the PRT instead of doing my usual cardio event, the bike." 

The "Crews Into Shape" challenge runs concurrently with 
National Nutrition Month and is sponsored annually by the 
Navy and Marine Corps Public Health Center (NMCPHC). 
The challenge is open for all DoD employees. 

To counter busy work schedules, some NHB crews have 
found creative and effective means of fulfilling their daily 
exercise and diet goals and raising awareness with health 
education. 

"This week's activity is a Juice Friday where we are 
sampling a spinach, kale, carrot, and apple juice that I made at 
home this morning. Juicing unlocks the nutrients in the 
veggies and fruits and is a great way to get the health benefits 
from the produce. Other plans for our team included Salad 
Friday and Smoothie Friday, as well as walking lunches," said 
Peggy Hall, NHB clinical staff support and crew leader for the 
"Quality Matters" team from NHB Quality Management 
which she also led in last year's challenge. 

Taking the steps instead of the elevator for cardiovascular 
exercise is one method a number of teams are incorporating 
into their daily routine. One of the most frequent traveled 
routes in the main hospital is from the sub-level basement to 
the third floor. There are 98 steps in that route. 

"Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays we walk the stairs 
from the sub-level to the flight above the Seventh floor. We do 
it at least two times a day and we try to increase it on 
Wednesdays to three," said Ramos. "Also, one of our crew 
members is a command fitness leader (CFL) and some of our 

techs go whenever she leads a fitness enhancement program 
session [after hours]." 

Physical fitness is one of the main areas of the 21st 
Century Sailor and Marine initiative which consolidates a set 
of objectives and policies, new and existing, to maximize 
Sailor and Marine personal readiness, build resiliency and 
hone the most combat-effective force in the history of the 
Department of the Navy. 

"I think it gets overlooked, but physical fitness is one of 
the most important things. It's important for taxpayers to see a 
Sailor and feel proud about their appearance in uniform," said 
Hospital Corpsman 1st Class Chad Pilkington, MNHB 
Optometry leading petty officer and CFL. 

"I don't think it's good for them to see us in uniform and 
only think we're well fed. I want them to see that we're healthy 
and we take pride in our uniform and represent it well. [Crews 
Into Shape] is a tool and incentive to get Sailors into that 
healthy frame of mind." 

"People make poor choices everyday and one thing I 
would like to see them get out of this challenge is greater 
awareness to help them know where they are and where they 
should be to maintain their optimal level of health," said Dean. 

Dean notes that one dynamic "Crews Into Shape" 
introduces to some participants is an alternative for those who 
have tried to get healthier alone to now have a group effort to 
help them stay in shape and eat right. 

"The great thing about having other people with similar 
goals is that you have someone else holding you accountable 
other than just yourself. When it's just you, it's easier to slip up 
and not eat enough of the healthy foods throughout the day or 
skip a day of working out," said Dean. 

"It's vitally important even if you have an exercise plan. If 
you've got somebody expecting you to be there and keeping 
you on track, it's going to work. We didn't score the most 
points [last year], but we became more aware and had fun. It's 
not necessarily just about eating right and physical fitness, but 
it's also the camaraderie with your team members. The most 
challenging thing about this program is getting people to join 
especially the ones that would benefit the most," said Hall. 

"Thanks to a strong network of command health 
promoters, we have had an amazing turnout in the local area 
for the Navy Marine Corps Public Health Center's "Crews Into 
Shape" challenge. 

Navy Region Northwest has the strongest representation 
of any region navy wide," said Janet Mano, NHB Health 
Promotion coordinator. 
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There are 13 teams at Naval Hospital, with an additional 
five teams at Naval Branch Health Clinic Everett, and another 
85 throughout the greater region, including teams from 
Command Navy Region Northwest Safety, Naval Base Kitsap, 

Operational Health Support Unit Bremerton, Puget Sound 
Naval Shipyard and Intermediate Maintenance Facility, Naval 
Station Everett, Naval Undersea Warfare Center Keyport, and 
Naval Air Station Oak Harbor. 
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24. Wounded Navy, Coast Guard Warriors Charge Into Competition 
(LOS ANGELES DAILY NEWS 19 MAR 12) ... Dana Bartholomew 

PORT HUENEME, Calif. - Petty Officer 3rd Class 
Andrew Wilson was checking the catapult of an F-18 fighter 
jet on a U.S. Navy carrier last spring when something 
unexpected happened. 

Its engine blew - shooting a turbofan, like a runaway 
sawblade, ripping through his quadriceps and shattering his 
left thigh. 

"I didn't think I was going to make it, because of the 
amount of blood that came out," said Wilson, 27, of Ohio, 
now rehabilitating in a naval hospital in San Diego. 

Make it he did. Now he and 200 other wounded warriors 
are not only fit, but training for the grueling 2012 Warrior 
Games, a Paralympic-style competition between all branches 
of the U.S. military. 

On Friday, nearly three dozen warrior athletes from the 
Navy-Coast Guard team pushed themselves to the limit at 
Naval Base Ventura County-Port Hueneme. 

The injured Sailors sprinted down the track. Hurled shot-
put and discus. Raced across basketball, tennis or volleyball 
courts. And conducted archery and firearms training. Many of 
the wounded warriors were in wheelchairs. 

And all had one overriding goal. 
They would beat teams of Marines, soldiers, airmen and 

special forces men and women during the weeklong 
competition beginning April 30 in Colorado Springs, Colo. 

"I've done surfing, swimming, hand cycling, competition 
shooting - things that I didn't think I would ever be able to do," 
said Wilson, who, even with two surgeries under his belt, is 
tan from just learning to surf Del Mar beach. "I think it 
boosted my confidence ... It's helped my recovery. 

"I'm aiming to bring back a medal." 
The 3rd Annual Warrior Games, organized by the 

Department of Defense, U.S. Olympic Committee, USO and 
Ride to Recovery, has drawn some of the top coaches in the 
nation. 

One of them putting the 35 Sailors through their paces 
Friday was Teri Jordan, a women's track-and-field coach for 
two U.S. Olympic teams, as well as former head coach at Penn 
State. 

"It's such an honor for me to serve and help them," said 
Jordan, who now coaches Paralympics athletes at the 
Pennsylvania university. "I've coached many great athletes, 
but this is the highlight of my career." 

Supporters of parathletics, including the Navy's Safe 
Harbor program for seriously wounded, ill and injured service 
members, say they help them achieve a "new normal," despite 
their new limitations. 

Retired Navy Master Chief Will Wilson, who runs the 
Navy's program for adaptive sports and competed in the first 
two Warrior Games, should know. 

Years ago, a gale blew him off the deck of the USS 
Enterprise, where he fell 30 feet and broke his neck and both 
legs, forcing an amputation of his left leg below the knee. 

Now he runs Iron Man triathlons, scaled the 20,000-foot 
Mount McKinley last year, and is planning a trek to the South 
Pole. 

"They can look at themselves in the mirror and realize 
that they are genuinely the same person as before their injury," 
said Wilson, 52. "They realize they can do everything they did 
before, with a different method. 

"That's huge." 
Before training Friday, the Navy and Coast Guard 

warriors gathered for photos. Many had canes. Some were in 
wheelchairs. Others were blinded by battle or injuries inflicted 
on or off the job. 

To a T, their heads are high. And each remembers the 
exact day their bodies changed forever. 

For Angelo Anderson, a 3rd Class Navy corpsman, it was 
July 2, 2010. He was on foot patrol in Afghanistan, 
safeguarding the medical needs of Marines, when he heard the 
menacing bark of an AK-47. 

He'd been shot twice, in his thigh and his funny bone, 
while his gear and rifle were blown to bits. 

He once was a lightning-fast runner, able to run three 6-
minute miles back-to-back, or race 400 meters in 50 seconds. 
Now those days were over. 

But let the new games begin again. 
"It's thrilling," said Anderson, 22, of Portsmouth, Va., of 

the Warrior Games, where he'll play wheelchair basketball and 
other events. "I gave up running cross country and playing 
basketball. This gives me the satisfaction of competition. It's 
awesome." 

Petty Officer 2nd Class Tyler Burdick, another Navy 
combat medic, was also wounded in Afghanistan, during his 
third military tour. The Mine Resistant Ambush Protected 
vehicle he was commanding ran over a roadside bomb. 

It ripped through the floor, tearing apart his feet, 
shattering his right leg. 

That limb is now sheathed in a carbon-fiber leg brace. 
He's also proud of a handmade cane made for him by 
woodworker Gary Hensley of Ventura. 

"I'm absolutely psyched," said Burdick, 31, of Salt Lake 
City, recovering in San Diego. 

During his second games competition, he will play seated 
volleyball and more. "To me, seeing these people go through 
their difficulties - many in worse shape than I am - to see their 
positive attitude and their resolve to move on ... inspires my 
life." 

Retired Coast Guard Lt. Sancho Johnson once inspected 
ships for drugs and other contraband. But on Feb. 23, 2009, a 
bus turned over while returning from a cruise ship excursion 
with his fiancée in the Caribbean. 

He broke his back, his leg and shoulder, and suffered 
permanent nerve damage to his right hand. 

Now in a wheelchair, he oversees home reconstruction 
and maintenance in his native Jackson, Miss. He plans to open 
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a dinner house and jazz club. And he's engaged to a new 
fiancée. 

"What (the games) do for me is keep me motivated," said 
Johnson, 52, who is entering his third competition. "I realize I 
can do anything I set my mind to - just adopt and overcome. 

"My goal this year is to win a medal." 
Return to Index 
 

25. NAVFAC, Seabees, Civil Engineer Corps Celebrate Heritage 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 19 MAR 12) ... Don Rochon, Naval Facilities Engineering Command Headquarters Public Affairs 

CRYSTAL CITY, Va. -- More than 580 people 
assembled in Crystal City, Va., March 17 for the annual 
celebration of the anniversaries of the Seabees, Civil Engineer 
Corps (CEC), and Naval Facilities Engineering Command 
(NAVFAC). 

NAVFAC Commander and Chief of Civil Engineers Rear 
Adm. Christopher J. Mossey hosted the special occasion to 
honor these organizations' past, present and future. 

"Always ready and deployed worldwide, our Seabees, 
civil engineers, and civil servants continue to build on the 
foundation laid before them," he said. "We are proud to be a 
vital part of our Navy's global force for good." 

This year's ball marks the 70th anniversary of the 
Seabees, the 145th anniversary of the Civil Engineer Corps, 
and the 170th anniversary of NAVFAC which was established 
in 1842 as the Bureau of Navy Yards and Docks. 

Chief of Naval Operations Adm. Jonathan W. Greenert 
was the guest speaker, and was made an honorary Seabee 
during the event. 

"A long and illustrious history precedes these men and 
women; and today they are writing a new and wonderful 
legacy," said Greenert following the ceremony. "We honored 
70 years of Seabees, 145 years of the Civil Engineer Corps, 
and 170 years of the Naval Facilities Engineering 
Command...this community's contributions have been and are 
essential to fighting and winning." 

At the event, two Seabees were recognized for their 
outstanding achievements during the year. The CEC/Seabee 
Historical Foundation commissioned two awards named in 
honor of Petty Officer Robert D. Stethem and Rear Adm. 
Lewis B. Combs - who both served the Navy, the CEC, and 
the Seabees with great pride and distinction. 

The Steelworker 2nd Class Robert D. Stethem Award 
recognizes outstanding individual moral courage in support of 
the traditions of the Seabees while in the course of actual 
operations. This year's award went to Chief Builder (SCW) 
Michael B. Hathaway of Naval Mobile Construction Battalion 

(NMCB) 1. Hathaway led a 15-person tactical infrastructure 
construction team in support of the 30th Naval Construction 
Regiment (NCR)(Task Force Forager) and the 25th NCR 
(Task Force Overlord) executing engineering priorities of 
work for Regional Command South in Afghanistan as part of 
Operation Enduring Freedom. 

The Rear Admiral Lewis B. Combs award is named for 
the Assistant to the Chief of the Bureau of Yards and Docks 
under Admiral Ben Moreell, and is presented to the individual 
who has made the most outstanding contribution in 
perpetuating the legacy of Seabee and CEC accomplishments 
and traditions. 

This year's award went to Senior Chief Steelworker 
Joshua J. Schlegel, NMCB 1, who displayed courageous 
leadership and exceptional foresight in leading his 23-person 
tactical infrastructure construction team support of the 30th 
NCR (Task Force Forager) and the 25th NCR (Task Force 
Overlord) executing engineering priorities of work for 
Regional Command South in Afghanistan as part of Operation 
Enduring Freedom. 

A third award was presented for the first time at the 
anniversary ball. The 'Peggy B. Craig Life Service Award' was 
presented to four NAVFAC employees, who were recognized 
for 20 or more years of "selfless and dedicated" service to 
NAVFAC, the 1st Naval Construction Division, the Center for 
Seabees and Facilities Engineering, or any subordinate unit. 
This year's winners were: 

 Sari Brindel, supervisory contract specialist, 
NAVFAC Midwest; 

 Judy Doggett, executive secretary, NAVFAC 
Southeast; 

 Kit Mack, supervisory structural engineer, NAVFAC 
Engineering Service Center; and 

 Byrnes Yamashita, supervisory community planner 
(retired from NAVFAC Pacific). 
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26. DoD Switches Contractor For Tricare West 
(NAVY TIMES 19 MAR 12) ... Patricia Kime 

The Pentagon has awarded a contract worth up to $20.5 
billion to United HealthCare Services of Minnetonka, Minn., 
to manage its Tricare West Region. 

The decision, announced Friday, comes at the expense of 
current contract holder TriWest Healthcare Alliance Corp., a 
consortium of 18 not-for-profit health agencies and hospitals 
that employs about 1,700 people throughout 21 western states, 
including 1,000 at its Phoenix headquarters. 

The decision followed a “best value source selection 
process,” according to a Defense Department release, resulting 
in the decision that the offer from United HealthCare’s 
Military & Veterans Services group would “provide 

beneficiary satisfaction at the highest level possible through 
delivery of world-class health care” of the two companies. 

“We opened the original solicitation to all and examined 
past performance, price and technical proficiency. A review of 
the new information led us to a new conclusion as to which 
was the best value,” Tricare spokesman Austin Camacho said 
Monday. 

TriWest has held the contract since 1996. In 2009, when 
the contract was up for rebid and the decision made to award it 
to TriWest, UnitedHealth’s Military & Veterans Services 
group protested the decision. A delay related to a contract 
decision in Tricare’s South Region prompted Tricare officials 
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to reissue the solicitation, drawing offers from TriWest and 
UnitedHealth. 

Proposal details have not been released, but executives 
from both companies are flying to Washington, D.C., this 
week for debriefings by Tricare officials. 

A TriWest spokesman said Monday the company will 
review the information before deciding whether to file a 
protest. 

Two Tricare contracts awarded in 2009 were appealed 
and eventually decided in favor of those filing the appeals. 

“The fact that those contracts were protested doesn’t 
mean we will appeal. We are going to see what the 
government has to say. … We will base taking further action 
around what we think will benefit the country, the taxpayer 
and the beneficiary,” TriWest spokesman Scott Celley said 
Monday. 

The contract instantly obligates $10 million to 
UnitedHealth to start the transition, scheduled to begin in 
June. By April 1, 2013, UnitedHealth will completely assume 
the West Region responsibilities. The contract includes five 
one-year options. 

TriWest has a number of small military contracts but was 
created primarily to serve Tricare’s 2.9 million beneficiaries in 
the West Region. 

In September, TriWest paid $10 million to the federal 
government and four former employees to settle a suit alleging 
the company had negotiated discounts with service providers 
and then submitted claims at regular, higher rates to the 
Defense Department. 

TriWest officials denied wrongdoing, saying they did not 
benefit monetarily from what they called a processing error. 

Camacho said he wasn’t privy to the details of the 
contract decision but added that performance history was 
considered. 

“Everything about a company’s past performance needs 
to be taken into consideration,” Camacho said. 

United HealthCare was awarded the contract to manage 
the Tricare South region in 2009, but the decision was 
protested by Humana Military Healthcare Services and 
eventually overturned in favor of Humana. 

TMA awarded a contract in 2010 to Aetna Government 
Health Plans for the North Region, but that decision was 
overturned in favor of Health Net Federal Services, which had 
previously managed the contract. 
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27. Six Months After Repeal, Military Says DADT Died Quietly 
(STARS AND STRIPES 19 MAR 12) ... Leo Shane III 

WASHINGTON — Sgt. Pepe Johnson was surprised by 
the reaction he received when his fellow soldiers learned that 
he is gay. 

“They’ve pretty much shrugged it off,” said Johnson, who 
rejoined the Army last fall after nearly a decade away. “Most 
of them were wondering why I had a nine-year gap in service. 
When I told them it was because of ‘don’t ask, don’t tell,’ they 
shrugged it off. 

“That was a pleasant surprise.” 
Six months after the military dropped the controversial 

“don’t ask, don’t tell” law barring gays from serving openly, 
Pentagon officials and gay rights advocates say the policy 
change has largely been a non-issue, with few complaints and 
no major headaches resulting from the new rules. 

Pentagon spokeswoman Eileen Lainez said the repeal is 
“proceeding smoothly across the Department of Defense,” 
which officials there credit to the “enforcement of standards 
by our military leaders” and “servicemembers’ adherence to 
core values that include discipline and respect.” 

Officials at the Servicemembers Legal Defense Network, 
a pro-repeal group which offers free legal assistance to troops 
on discrimination issues, said they’ve heard only a few minor 
complaints from military members about the implementation 
of the repeal. 

“We had thought this would be largely a non-event, and 
that has been the case,” said Aubrey Sarvis, executive director 
of the group. “I think the new regulations permitting gays and 
lesbians to serve are unambiguous, and the commands have all 
made it abundantly clear that this is the direction the force is 
going.” 

Military leaders have seen pushback from conservative 
groups on some high-profile post-repeal stories — such as a 
picture of a gay Marine kissing his boyfriend which circulated 

earlier this month — but haven’t faced any lawsuits or mass 
resignations predicted by some opponents. 

Last month’s White House dinner honoring Iraq War 
veterans included several same-sex couples among the 
invitees, but in their remarks military leaders didn’t even note 
that such a public display would have resulted in those troops’ 
dismissal just a few months earlier. 

Johnson was booted out of the Army in 2003 under “don’t 
ask, don’t tell.” After he shared his secret with some friends, 
others in his unit started grilling them about his sexual 
orientation. Feeling pressure from both his friends and others, 
Johnson eventually came clean to his superiors. 

As the political winds changed last year, Johnson said he 
was speaking with recruiters about returning even before the 
repeal went into effect last September. 

“Their biggest issue was asking when I could start, not 
worrying about my personal life,” he said. “There has been no 
backlash, nothing to worry about.” 

Repeal opponents remain skeptical. Elaine Donnelly, 
president of the conservative Center for Military Readiness, 
said plenty of troops remain opposed to serving with openly 
gay colleagues, but fear they’ll lose their job if they object to 
the military’s new pro-gay agenda. 

“The entire administration … has imposed ‘zero 
tolerance’ policies against persons who are not enthusiastic 
supporters of LGBT law,” she said. “This is what we 
predicted, but the effects will not be seen quickly, especially 
in an election year.” 

Much of the repeal fight has already shifted to the next 
rights battlefield, whether same-sex couples should receive the 
same housing and medical benefits as their straight peers. 

Sarvis said the current benefits rules create two different 
classes of servicemembers. Opponents argue that the rights 
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groups are trying to use the military to force radical social 
changes. 

Meanwhile, Donnelly said that she has heard from a 
number of troops unhappy with the changes, who are simply 
waiting for their contracts to expire before leaving the service. 
That could cause major problems in coming months and years, 
she said. 

Petty Officer 1st Class Jeremy Johnson, a member of 
active-duty gay-rights group OutServe, said he anticipates 
more problems in the future, although nothing to the extent of 
Donnelly’s predictions. Many of the gay troops he knows have 
not yet talked about their personal lives with their work 

colleagues, somewhat delaying the cultural impact of the 
repeal. 

“This was never about having people come flying out of 
the closet,” he said. “It was about knowing you can’t be fired 
for being found out. There’s going to be a natural transition as 
more people become comfortable with the idea.” 

Johnson, who was forced from the military in 2007, 
became the first openly gay person to re-enlist after the repeal 
was finalized. He said his commanders have warned him that 
he could be singled out for his public role, but so far it hasn’t 
caused any real conflicts. 

“I anticipate that this isn’t over, but I don’t anticipate 
major problems, either,” he said. 
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28. William Charette, Medal Of Honor Recipient, Dies 
(LUDDINGTON (MI) DAILY NEWS 19 MAR 12) ... Steve Begnoche 

Ludington native and Medal of Honor recipient William 
R. Charette died Sunday morning at his Lake Wales, Florida, 
home. 

The 1951 graduate of Ludington High School was 79 and, 
according to his nephew, Tom Ezdebski, had undergone a 
couple of surgeries in the past six months. 

Ezdebski said other details were sketchy as of this 
morning as the family in Florida was just meeting with funeral 
directors. 

Charette enlisted on Jan. 11, 1951 in Muskegon. A Navy 
hospital corpsman, he volunteered to serve in Korea during the 
Korean War and joined Company F, 2nd Battalion, 7th Marine 
Division, which left for Korea on Feb. 5, 1953, according to 
the U.S. Marine Corps website. The site also describes the day 
Charette’s actions to protect the wounded in his care led to his 
Medal of Honor citation: 

“On March 27, 1953, during a Chinese attack on Marine 
outpost Vegas, Charette faced a growing number of casualties 
exposed to hostile small-arms and mortar fire. When a grenade 
landed near him, he threw himself over his patient, absorbing 
the blast with his own body. 

In another instance, he removed his battle vest and placed 
it on a patient. In addition, he tore parts of his uniform to dress 

battle wounds and later stood up in a trench, exposing himself 
to incoming rounds, to aid a wounded comrade. He sustained 
many painful wounds during the battle.” 

HM3 Charette received the Medal of Honor in 
Washington, D.C., from President Dwight D. Eisenhower on 
Jan. 12, 1954. He was one of five enlisted sailors to receive 
the nation’s highest award for military valor during the Korean 
War. All were hospital corpsmen serving with the Marines. 

He continued his service with the U. S. Navy, training 
new hospital corpsmen at the Naval Hospital Corps School in 
Great Lakes. In 1958, aboard USS Canberra, he had the honor 
of selecting the World War II remains that would be placed in 
the Tomb of the Unknowns in Arlington National Cemetery, 
Arlington, Virginia. He eventually moved into the Submarine 
Force, becoming one of the first hospital corpsmen to serve on 
nuclear submarines. After 26 years of service, he retired as a 
master chief hospital corpsman in 1977. 

In addition to the Medal of Honor, HMCM Charette’s 
other decorations included the Purple Heart Medal, National 
Defense Service Medal, the Korean Service Medal, and the 
United Nations Service Medal. 
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FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
29. Navy Asks To Slow Building Of Two Carriers 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 20 MAR 12) ... Bill Bartel 

Driven by pressures to cut spending in its 2013 budget, 
the Navy wants to take two extra years to build the aircraft 
carrier John F. Kennedy, which is to be constructed at 
Newport News Shipbuilding. 

The proposal, part of the Navy's budget request, would 
reduce construction costs of the JFK by more than $2.5 billion 
over the next two years by delaying some payouts. 

The slowdown won't change shipyard employment. But 
the proposal raises concerns that lengthening the construction 
time could increase the total cost of the ship and could hurt the 
Newport News yard's efforts to make the most efficient use of 
its skilled workers and supply chain. 

The JFK, the second Ford-class carrier, has until recently 
been expected to be delivered in September 2020 at price tag 

of $11.4 billion. The Navy's proposed budget being considered 
by Congress would change that date to September 2022. 

The Navy also is proposing to extend the delivery date for 
the third Ford-class carrier, which has not been named. That 
vessel would be delivered in 2027 instead of 2025. 

The delayed deliveries are connected to the timetable for 
paying for carrier construction. The Navy is allowed to take up 
to five years for the payments but is asking Congress for six 
years. (The Navy also pays billions in advance costs before 
construction.) 

For the JFK, the Navy's earlier plans called for allocating 
$1.94 billion in 2013 and $1.92 billion the following year, 
according to Congressional Research Service reports. 

The Department of Defense budget proposal announced 
in February would reduce the 2013 funding by about two-
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thirds, to $608 million, and cut the 2014 allocation to $666 
million. Much of the JFK's cost would be paid in the four 
years to follow, including almost $3 billion in 2015, the 
Congressional Research Service reports state. 

Three Hampton Roads congressmen who serve on the 
House Armed Services Committee said they're wary of the 
construction delay request, particularly because it shifts most 
of the payments during construction to later budget years that 
are less predictable. 

"Nobody know where they're getting the dollars," said 
U.S. Rep. Randy Forbes, R-Chesapeake, noting that the 
proposed Pentagon budget calls for $487 billion in defense 
spending cuts over 10 years. 

Those defense cuts will rise to more than $1 trillion over 
10 years starting in 2013 unless Congress intercedes this year. 
Legislation approved last year calls for the deeper mandatory 
cuts in defense after legislative leaders failed to reach 
agreement on trimming deficit spending. 

Spreading out construction could make the ship more 
expensive, the congressmen said. 

"If the JFK comes in at a higher cost because we've 
moved it to the right, then Congress has nobody to blame but 
themselves," said U.S. Rep. Rob Wittman, R-Westmoreland 
County. 

Capt. Cate Mueller, a Navy spokeswoman, said the cost 
of the carrier will increase because of inflation but will not 
exceed spending caps imposed by Congress. 

Extending the delivery date "provides a better fit with the 
Navy's shipbuilding plan," Mueller said, so that the JFK's 
arrival more closely matches the replacement of the 37-year-
old carrier Nimitz. 

Newport News Shipbuilding executives have indicated 
they prefer a five-year funding cycle for carrier construction 
but aren't getting in a public debate on the issue. 

"This is a long and complex process, and the budget isn't 
complete," company spokeswoman Christie Miller said. 

"We've communicated to the Navy and Congress the most 
efficient way to build carriers is on five-year centers, which is 
the program of record. We hope the program of record stands. 
It would be too speculative to comment beyond that at this 
point." 

Even with the slowdown, the Newport News shipyard is 
expected to have steady work for its 21,400 employees. In 
addition to building new carriers, the shipyard is overhauling 
the Theodore Roosevelt, has just signed a contract to overhaul 
the Abraham Lincoln and later this year will begin 
deactivating the 50-year-old Enterprise when it's 
decommissioned. 

The shipyard also works with Electric Boat in Groton, 
Conn., to build Virginia-class submarines. 

Pentagon officials have said they are committed to 
maintaining a fleet of at least 11 carriers even as older ships 
are phased out. The exception will be a three-year period 
beginning this fall when the carrier fleet drops to 10 after the 
Enterprise is decommissioned. Its replacement, Gerald R. 
Ford, is scheduled to be delivered in September 2015. 

Wittman, who leads the House Armed Services 
subcommittee on oversight and investigations, said he is 
particularly wary of the construction slowdown because 
Washington has been pushing the shipyards "to make sure 
they're the most efficient possible." 

Rep. Scott Rigell, R-Virginia Beach, said, "I'm not 
convinced that the expansion of the construction time really 
works in the best interest of our national defense." 

Forbes warned that shipyard subcontractors might have to 
cut employees if there's less work for the specialized carrier 
projects. 

"I feel that the big yard can deal with it," Forbes said. 
"The most significant impact is on the supply chain and the 
vendors that deal with them." 
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30. Navy Commits To Mayport Move In Letter 
SECNAV sent letter to Congressman Randy Forbes 
(WAVY NBC NORFOLK 19 MAR 12) 

NORFOLK, Va. - The Navy says it will still send an 
aircraft carrier from Norfolk to Florida despite a recent 
decision to delay. 

Secretary of the Navy Ray Mabus sent the letter 
committing to the move to Congressman Randy Forbes. 

The letter says, in part, "I would like to reiterate that this 
decision is a fiscally driven action and does not negate the 

strategic rationale for dispersing the carrier fleet on the East 
Coast." 

The vessel and its crews of 5,000 will eventually head to 
Mayport, Fla. The Navy postponed the move, citing budget 
cuts. 
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31. Shipbuilding Industry Fears Cuts To Submarine Programs 
(NATIONAL DEFENSE MAGAZINE APRIL 2012) ... Stew Magnuson 

For a time, submarine manufacturers and their suppliers 
will have it good. 

The mantra of building two boats per year, the minimum 
number advocates say is required to keep the highly 
specialized industry humming along, will be in place for the 
next few years. 

However, the fiscal year 2013 budget proposal is 
throwing a wet blanket on these carefully laid out plans. 

On the chopping block is one Virginia-class attack 
submarine slated for 2014. The completion of the Virginia-
class submarine fleet would have dovetailed into a program to 
replace the Ohio-class submarines that carry the nation’s 
ballistic missiles, and kept the workflow steady. 

The proposal has that program being pushed back two 
years, and research-and-development funding leading up to it 
is taking a hit. 
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This is causing a great deal of consternation in the 
submarine building industry. Only two boatyards currently 
construct the vessels — General Dynamics Electric Boat and 
Newport News Shipbuilding. Yet, they depend on some 5,000 
suppliers spread across all 50 states. And some of those 
suppliers, in turn, depend on them to stay in business. 

While the large shipyards can better withstand the 
vagaries of the federal budget, these lower-tier suppliers are 
more vulnerable to changes to the two submarines per year 
plan, said Brian M. Wilson, Ohio replacement program 
director at GD Electric Boat. 

“I think the first thing [suppliers] are seeing very early is 
a lack of stability — a lack of commitment — and that needs 
to be tempered, especially for this Ohio replacement 
program,” he told National Defense. 

The other mantra coming out of the Defense Department 
is that the nation must preserve its military industrial base, 
particularly in highly specialized areas that are critical to 
national security, and where the work can only be done in the 
United States. These niche capabilities may require 
engineering expertise that takes years to nurture, yet the 
opportunities to work on these programs are few and far 
between. The nation’s fleet of spy satellites is one example. 
Submarines also fall into this category. 

Wilson said the Defense Department’s proposed cuts and 
the stated desire to preserve the industrial base sends a mixed 
message. 

The first of the Ohio-class submarines, sometimes called 
“Tridents” for the missiles they carry, was commissioned in 
1981 and construction continued for another 17 years. At one 
time, the United States had 96 ballistic missile carrying subs 
plying the seas to deter the Soviet Union from launching a 
nuclear attack. Both Treaty obligations, and the end of the 
Cold War, reduced these numbers to 14. (Four of the original 
18 Ohio-class subs were converted to cruise missile launchers 
and do not carry nuclear weapons). 

Navy Cmdr. William C. Chinworth, in a 2006 paper, “The 
Future of the Ohio Class Submarine,” which was produced for 
the Army War College, noted that there was some debate as to 
whether Trident outfitted submarines were still needed. 
Terrorists, for example, would not be deterred from using a 
nuclear weapon against the United States, some argued. 
However, nations such as North Korea and Iran, who may be 
pursuing nuclear weapons, were still a threat, others 
countered. 

Of the nuclear triad, bombers, land-based missiles, and 
submarines, the latter is also seen as the most survivable when 
faced with a counter-attack, Chinworth noted. 

The debate as to whether ballistic missile submarines 
were truly needed gained little traction in Congress or the 
Pentagon, and a replacement program kicked off in 2008 with 
R&D contracts awarded to the two shipyards. As was the case 
for the Virginia-class, the Navy intends to give work to both 
companies in order to maintain the industrial base. Current 
plans call for 12 of the replacement submarines, which will be 
made possible because the nuclear fuel and power system will 
be designed to last 40 years, and the vessels will not have to 
be docked in order to replace its fuel in the middle of its 
service life. 

Since they are expected to last four decades, the Navy 
wants the most up-to-date technology possible with open 

architecture so new capabilities could be integrated as they 
come along. Meanwhile, it wants to leverage existing 
components being used in the Virginia-class subs. 

The first of the Ohio-class submarines is expected to 
retire in 2029. There is little the Navy can do about this 
because the hulls, which must withstand the pressures of 
sailing under the ocean, will not last much longer. 

“It has got to be done right the first time,” said Joe 
Carnevale, senior defense advisor to the Shipbuilders Council 
of America. “This is not a program that has a lot of wiggle 
room in it. It is a national asset that is delivering a strategic 
weapon, and therefore must be done correctly.” 

The two-year delay pushes back the beginning of 
construction to 2021. 

Wilson said one of the key successes of the Ohio program 
was that it called for 18 ships, there was one a year, and that 
schedule was stable. Studies showed that consistency was one 
of the key elements to its success, he said. 

“Stability will also need to be a key element in this 
program,” he added. 

“These suppliers — as they look to the 30-year plan — 
may have been making facility plans, infrastructure plans, 
resource plans to support it. And now they are seeing the first 
of a few shifts,” Wilson said. 

Brian T. Fields, vice president of supply chain 
management at Newport News Shipbuilding, said the Ohio-
class replacement program is still in the research-and-
development phase. “Near term it doesn’t pose a disruption to 
the supply base, but long term, retaining that link up to what 
they’re doing” on the Virginia-class submarines is critical, he 
said. 

Some of these lower-tier suppliers came to Capitol Hill in 
March to state their case to lawmakers at an industry day 
breakfast. 

Thomas V. Costello, executive vice president at Hansome 
Energy Systems Inc., of Linden, N.J., was one of them. 

His company does both engineering design work, and the 
manufacturing of submarine and surface ship components. 

The Ohio-class replacement program is the only new start 
on the horizon, he said. 

“It impacts our engineering staff. If it gets pushed off, it is 
very difficult to hold onto the engineers in a downturn,” he 
said. 

The company has built up expertise in its design staff in 
the field of air compressors over the past 40 years. His 
company employs about 48, but uses about 200 suppliers. 
Some of these companies are larger than his. Others are small 
shops like foundries that make metal parts. 

He recalls a similar situation when funding for the 
Virginia-class Block Three was delayed. One foundry’s owner 
was down to a skeleton crew waiting for the program to start. 

“I had to keep telling him, ‘it’s any time now. It’s any 
time now,’ and he went out of business. And two months later, 
the contracts came in. He would have been able to stay in 
business.” 

“These peaks and valleys kill me,” Costello said. “If I lose 
my engineers, I lose my company.” 

Janis Herschkowitz, president of PRL Inc., a Cornwall, 
Pa.-based company that manufactures parts for submarines, 
surface ships and nuclear power plants, said her problem is 
finding and keeping highly skilled labor. 
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“These guys are the best of the best. The best welders, the 
best level-three x-ray readers and machinists,” she said. But 
not everyone can do these jobs. She has to plan her human 
resource needs years in advance to make sure she has the right 
workers in place. She employs about 150. Despite high 
unemployment rates, there is a skilled labor shortage in 
Pennsylvania. Attracting and retaining workers with the right 
qualifications is competitive. 

“It’s not like you can put an ad in the paper and get 
welders to replace these welders. We have to build up that 
base, get the next level of skilled labor in there and be able to 
keep going forward,” she said. 

“It’s hard when you get somebody and then have to say, 
‘Oh. I’m sorry. It’s been delayed now. We don’t need you.’” 

Carnevale said: “The specialized work force they have on 
submarines doesn’t translate well into companies and skill sets 
for surface ships, particularly the surface ships that are coming 
down the pike.” 

Fields said the supply base has ramped up to be able to 
support the two-ship- per-year plan. The industry estimates 
that 5,800 jobs are at risk if the second submarine isn’t built in 
2014, he said. 

Ashley Godwin, also a senior defense advisor to the 
Shipbuilders Council of America, said the shift in the building 
sequence for the Virginia-class attack submarines will result in 
lost jobs. 

“There is a huge impact. Once those jobs are gone, people 
will be employed somewhere else, and they’re not going to 
come back,” she said. 

It also threatens to take away the efficiencies that have 
been gained with the steady amount of work, she added. 

Citing estimates from the two boatyards, Godwin said 
delaying the second 2014 submarine would increase the 
Virginia-class program’s total cost by more than $500 million, 

and the per-unit/hull cost in the range of $50 million to $70 
million. 

“There is nothing that saves money more effectively than 
continuity of production,” Carnevale said. 

“The requirements and the budgets are at odds, and right 
now it’s not a very happy balance,” he said. “The demand for 
attack submarines is going up, not going down, and the Ohio-
class replacement is a national requirement. I don’t see how 
you can debate the need to do that.” 

These arguments are not lost on members of Congress, 
Godwin noted. 

At the industry breakfast on Capitol Hill, a series of 
lawmakers, mostly from Connecticut and other states with the 
two shipbuilders in their backyards came to give speeches 
lending their moral support. 

A few senior lawmakers were veterans of the budget 
battles to save the Seawolf-class of attack submarines in the 
late 1990s. Some industry representatives came with “Save the 
Wolf” buttons that were worn in the halls of Congress back 
then. The pro-submarine coalition lost that battle, though. 

Navy officials have repeatedly called the Ohio-class 
replacement program delay “an acceptable risk.” It is looking 
to save $24 billion in its modernization accounts from fiscal 
years 2013 to 2017. 

Whether the two proposals survive the fiscal year 2013 
budget battles remains to be seen. Other industries, such as 
aerospace, are waging similar fights on Capitol Hill to save 
their cherished programs. 

“The president’s budget request is just that: a request,” 
Godwin said. “The Virginia-class is one of the few major 
acquisition programs that Congress actually has confidence 
in,” she added. The per-boat costs have dropped $200 million 
because of the two-boat-per-year efficiencies. “It’s a model 
program. It should not be messed with.” 
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32. The Move To Stop Ship Cuts 
Key House lawmaker wants to pay for cruiser upgrades, grow Pacific presence 
(NAVY TIMES 26 MAR 12) ... Charles Hoskinson 

House Armed Services Committee Chairman Buck 
McKeon wants the Navy to keep seven Ticonderoga-class 
cruisers the service planned to retire to meet congressionally 
mandated budget cuts. 

McKeon, R-Calif., said in a March 14 speech at the 
Ronald Reagan Presidential Library in Simi Valley, Calif., that 
the ships are needed to secure U.S. interests in the Pacific, the 
focal point of the Obama administration’s new national 
security strategy. His plan would call for funding needed 
upgrades to keep the ships — all of which were commissioned 
in the 1990s — for their full 35-year service lives. 

“Though the administration says we’re shifting to Asia, 
they’re actually reducing the number of ships and planes we 
have available to respond to contingencies anywhere,” 
McKeon said. “We will try to hold back cuts to the Navy’s 
cruiser force, finding the money for our cruisers to undergo 
proper upgrades, instead of mothballing vital ships needed to 
sustain the shift to Asia.” 

The Navy announced March 14 that the cruisers 
Cowpens, Anzio, Vicksburg and Port Royal would be retired 
March 31, 2013. The cruisers Gettysburg, Chosin and Hue 

City, along with dock landing ships Whidbey Island and 
Tortuga, are to be retired in fiscal 2014. 

The retirements — along with a slowdown of 
shipbuilding plans — would bring the Navy’s fleet down to 
about 275 to 280 ships as part of an effort to save $259 billion 
from the Defense Department’s budget over the next five 
fiscal years. Navy officials have said six of the seven cruisers 
were chosen because they did not have the expensive upgrades 
that gave other ships in the class ballistic-missile defense 
capability. Port Royal was chosen because it required “costly 
hull repair”; the cruiser went aground on a coral reef in Hawaii 
on Feb. 5, 2009, causing $40 million in damage and months in 
dry dock. 

McKeon and other Republicans in Congress had widely 
been expected to fight the Navy’s plans to retire the ships and 
shrink the size of its fleet, saying that’s inconsistent with the 
new strategy. But leaving the seven cruisers on active duty 
would require offsetting the cost elsewhere in the defense 
budget, because the amount of savings in the department’s 
fiscal 2013 request is mandated by law. 
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Navy Secretary Ray Mabus told senators at a March 15 
hearing that the proposed budget cuts would not affect plans to 
have more, and more capable, ships by 2020. 

“Our plan would have us again cross the threshold of 300 
ships by 2019,” he said. 
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33. U.S. Senate Committee Asks Pentagon to Delay Budget Actions 
(DEFENSE NEWS 19 MAR 12) ... Kate Brannen 

The leaders of the U.S. Senate Armed Services 
Committee have asked Defense Secretary Leon Panetta not to 
implement any reductions to the military until the 
congressional defense committees have the opportunity to 
respond to the Pentagon’s 2013 budget request. 

“We request that you not take actions to implement 
decisions that would be difficult or impossible to reverse by 
anticipating congressional approval of what may turn out to be 
very contentious proposals before the committees have had an 
opportunity to propose bills reflecting their responses to the 
fiscal 2013 budget request,” a March 19 letter to Panetta 
signed by Sen. Carl Levin, D-Mich., and Sen. John McCain, 
R-Ariz., said. 

Levin serves as the chairman of the Senate Armed 
Services Committee, while McCain is the ranking member. 

The senators say that in their preliminary review of the 
Pentagon’s budget request for 2013, it has become clear that 
some of the decisions proposed could be implemented 
beginning in fiscal 2012. 

The Pentagon is allowed to make force size changes as 
long as it stays within the bounds of the congressionally 
approved end strengths. 

The senators say they are worried the Pentagon will take 
action before any of the congressional defense committees 
have an opportunity to act on the 2013 budget request. 

“While we understand that doing so may help the 
Department achieve more ‘savings’ than might be otherwise 
realized, the Department should avoid taking actions that 
would restrict Congress’ ability to consider and act on the 
fiscal 2013 budget request,” Levin and McCain write. 

If the Pentagon follows the senators’ advice, it could be 
waiting awhile. 

While the fiscal year begins on Oct. 1, authorization and 
appropriations bills lately are getting passed later and later in 
the year. 

Only after a bitter fight over the handling of suspected 
terrorists did Congress pass a defense authorization bill last 
December for year 2012. 
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34. Navy League Report: U.S. Maritime Strategy Underfunded 
(NATIONAL DEFENSE 19 MAR 12) ... Sandra Erwin 

Although the U.S. military will see budget reductions 
over the next five years, naval forces should be protected from 
draconian cuts because their global responsibilities will be 
growing, says a new report by the Navy League of the United 
States. 

“In light of the new national defense strategy’s emphasis 
on the Asia-Pacific and continued presence in the Middle East, 
the need for maritime forces that are forward deployed, 
forward engaged and ever-ready to respond is more critical 
now than ever before,” says Navy League Executive Director 
Dale Lumme. 

The report, titled “Maritime Primacy and Economic 
Prosperity,” calls for additional resources for the U.S. Navy, 
Marine Corps, Coast Guard, U.S.-flag Merchant Marine, and 
for the shipbuilding industry. 

The Navy League’s case for greater support of maritime 
forces echoes arguments that Navy leaders have made 
repeatedly over the past three decades, as the fleet steadily 
shrank from the Cold War peak of 600 ships to its current size 
of 285. The report contends that, regardless of whether the 
United States is at war or peace, naval forces are needed “to 
deter aggression, fight when necessary, sustain freedom of the 
seas and rapidly respond to crises.” Sea lanes and shore 
infrastructure carry more than 94 percent of world trade, the 
study says. 

The report advocates a minimum fleet size of 305 ships. 
That number is close to what the Navy is expected to 
recommend in an upcoming “force structure review.” Adm. 
Jonathan Greenert, chief of naval operations, said last week 
that he anticipates the Navy will set a goal of about 300 ships 
for 2020. 

The current five-year budget — which forecasts about 
$15 billion a year for new ships — keeps the fleet at 285 
vessels through 2017. 

A 305-ship inventory would include 11 aircraft carriers, 
55 Littoral Combat Ships, 50 attack submarines, 12 next-
generation ballistic-missile submarines, 38 amphibious ships 
and several new DDG 51 destroyers. More ships are needed 
not only for the Navy but also for the Marine Corps and the 
Coast Guard, the Navy League says. Although the Coast 
Guard is part of the Department of Homeland Security, its 
duties are aligned with the Navy’s. “The Coast Guard’s 
mission portfolio has grown. … And it needs a more robust 
acquisition budget of at least $2.5 billion per year to continue 
modernization efforts, particularly a fleet in which the 
majority of ships are more than 40 years old,” the Navy 
League says. The entire Coast Guard’s budget for 2013 is 
about $10 billion. 

The report also makes a plea on behalf of the U.S.-flag 
Merchant Marine, as commercial and government-owned 
vessels provided a significant assist to the military for the wars 
in Iraq and Afghanistan. 

Domestic jobs also are a legitimate reason to protect the 
maritime industry, the Navy League contends. “The ships and 
equipment needed to operate forward around the globe are 
built in shipyards, aircraft factories, electronics plants and 
other industrial activities spread across all 50 states.” 

Naval shipbuilding averages $15 billion per year, while 
procurement of military maritime equipment in general is well 
over $50 billion annually, with more than 23,000 suppliers and 
7 million employees reliant on Navy contracts. 
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The cautionary tone of the Navy League report contrasts 
with other assessments that declared the U.S. Navy the winner 
of the fiscal year 2013 Pentagon budget wars. 

Defense industry analyst Loren Thompson says that in the 
current budget climate, the Navy should be relieved that it has 
so far escaped with modest cuts. "The Obama administration 
commits itself to sustaining the current force of 11 large-deck 
aircraft carriers and 10 carrier air wings. It also says it will 
preserve the amphibious fleet that enables the Marines to 
conduct forcible-entry operations. And it makes surface 
warships equipped with the Aegis combat system the 
centerpiece of future missile-defense efforts," Thompson 
writes in a February editorial. "Important new land-attack 

missions are assigned to the submarine fleet too. The size of 
the Marine Corps is trimmed by 20,000 personnel, but that is 
much less than the 80,000 soldiers being cut from the Army." 

The number of warships the Navy had planned to build 
over the next five years is being cut significantly — from over 
50 to barely 40, says Thompson. "However, if you look at how 
those reductions are being implemented, the Navy loses 
almost nothing in the way of real fighting capability — the 
most important surface vessels that were deleted are simply 
shifted to future years, so there is little long-term impact on 
Navy plans. And unlike in the case of the land-based services, 
the administration is planning to expand the Navy’s overseas 
presence in places like Singapore." 
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35. DoD Plan Details Procurement Boost, Research Decrease In Coming Years 
(DEFENSE DAILY 20 MAR 12) ... Emelie Rutherford 

The Pentagon released more details on its five-year 
spending plans yesterday, which show a boost in weapons 
purchases of $24 billion and decrease in research funding by 
$3.6 billion. 

The so-called Green Book, formally named the National 
Defense Budget Estimates for FY 2013, is based on President 
Barack Obama's fiscal year 2013 budget proposal before 
Congress, which seeks $525.4 billion in discretionary budget 
authority, or $620.3 billion with mandatory and war spending 
included. 

The Green Book "shouldn't change investor views on the 
defense sector, but it fills in some blanks," Byron Callan, 
director of Capital Alpha Partners LLC in Washington, said in 
a message to investors yesterday. 

Pentagon Comptroller Robert Hale released the 272-page 
document. 

It shows budget authority for weapons procurement 
spending growing $24 billion over five years, from $98.8 
billion in FY '13 to $104.3 billion in FY '14, $112.3 billion in 
FY '15, $116.3 billion in FY '16, and $122.9 billion in FY '17. 
Those increases would follow overall boosts in the Pentagon's 
total discretionary budget authority, which would rise from 
$525.4 billion in FY '13 to $567.3 billion in FY '17. 

Still, the Pentagon is proposing a raft of cuts to weapons 
programs, as part of its plans to cut $259 billion in planned 

spending over the next five years and $487 billion over a 
decade to jibe with budget restrictions in the Budget Control 
Act of 2011. Those decade-long cuts could roughly double if 
Congress does not agree to a deficit-cutting plan this year, a 
scenario that would trigger so-called sequestration reductions 
to defense spending; the Green Book, though, does not reflect 
the potential sequestration cuts. 

The budget document does indicate decreased research, 
development, test, and evaluation (RDT&E) funding. 
Developmental weapons programs Defense Secretary Leon 
Panetta has proposed scaling back over the next five years 
including the Navy's SSBN(X) ballistic-missile submarine. 

The Green Book shows a five-year drop of $3.6 billion in 
budget authority for RDT&E. Under the Pentagon's plans, 
such funding would change from $69.4 billion in FY '13 to 
$69.8 billion in FY '14, $69.2 billion in FY '15, $66.8 billion 
in FY '16, and $65.8 billion in FY '17. 

The document shows the Army's share of Total 
Obligational Authority (TOA) declining to 18 percent by FY 
'15 from 20 percent in FY '13 and 25 percent in FY '11, which 
Callan notes is not surprising. The Navy's TOA share, 
meanwhile, rises to 41 percent by FY '15, from 39 percent in 
FY '13 and 36 percent in FY '11. The Air Force's TOA piece is 
fairly steady, ranging from 40 percent to 42 percent from FY 
'13 to FY '17. 
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BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
36. Blumenthal: Mabus Appears To Appreciate Value Of Sub Base 
(NEW LONDON DAY 20 MAR 12) ... Lee Howard 

NORWICH -- The possibility of closing the Naval 
Submarine Base in Groton may have local officials worried, 
but U.S. Sen. Richard Blumenthal, D-Conn., assured business 
leaders Monday that the idea is dead on arrival. 

Blumenthal, speaking before about 100 people during a 
breakfast meeting of the Chamber of Commerce of Eastern 
Connecticut at the Holiday Inn, said he believes Navy 
Secretary Ray Mabus would not support a proposal to 
eliminate the base. 

"I asked the secretary of the Navy about the strategic 
importance of the base and he was very positive, not only 
publicly but in private conversation," Blumenthal said after his 
speech. 

Deputy Undersecretary of Defense Dorothy Robyn 
warned a generally hostile House Armed Services Committee 
last week that any attempts to thwart a new round of base 
closings would be futile. If Congress refuses to authorize a 
new Base Closure and Realignment Commission, she said, the 
Pentagon would act on its own. 

Defense Secretary Leon Panetta, seeking to drastically 
reduce his budget to comply with austerity measures, has 
called for two rounds of base closings, one in 2013 and 
another two years later. 

But state lawmakers, worried the ax will fall on the 
Groton base as has been proposed two times in the past, are 
working hard to head off another round of closings. 
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Blumenthal said Connecticut's delegation, including U.S. Rep. 
Joe Courtney, D-2nd District, is putting up a united front. 

"It's really important for the area," said William A. 
Stanley, who chairs the chamber's board. 

Business leaders say the possible base closure weighs 
more heavily on the local economy than the current 
downsizing of pharmaceutical giant Pfizer Inc. 

Blumenthal said Mabus mentioned the millions of dollars 
in investments that Connecticut has kicked in over the past 
few years to make improvements at the submarine base. 
Mabus also acknowledged the unique synergy that the base 
has with nearby Electric Boat, which builds submarines for the 
Navy, Blumenthal said. 

The state's junior senator also said he has received 
positive vibes in conversations with Mabus about the 
possibility of pushing ahead with a production schedule at EB 
that would maintain a two-subs-a-year quota through 2017. 
Because of budget constraints, the Navy had been poised to 
reduce sub production to one in 2014, then go back to a two-
subs schedule through 2018. 

"We're having ongoing discussions that leave the door 
open (to maintaining two-sub production)," Blumenthal said. 

Robert Hamilton, an EB spokesman who attended the 
chamber meeting, said the shipyard supports maintaining the 
two-subs schedule because it would reduce retraining, 

procurement and labor costs, which are passed along to the 
Navy. He wouldn't give a figure for how much the Navy 
would save by maintaining the two-subs schedule, but a report 
in the April edition of National Defense magazine puts the 
number at nearly $600 million. 

Addressing other military-related concerns, Blumenthal 
said he wants to get more help for veterans, including those 
who return home with battlefield injuries and the "invisible 
wounds" that accompany such conditions as post-traumatic 
stress disorder. He also wants to fund employment counseling 
and other efforts that would aid younger veterans who have a 
jobless rate of 15.5 percent, nearly double Connecticut's 
current unemployment rate. 

"We have to do a better job of getting them jobs when 
they get home," Blumenthal said. 

Blumenthal also said he had written U.S. Attorney 
General Eric Holder over the weekend asking for an 
investigation and possible prosecution related to illegal 
speculation in the energy markets that has driven up the price 
of gasoline at the pumps for millions of Americans. 

He said studies have shown speculation is responsible for 
as much as 60 cents in the price per gallon of gas, while about 
85 percent of oil-futures contracts are currently being bought 
by people with no intention of taking delivery on the product. 

"These prices are crushing to consumers," he said. 
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37. OpSail Event Headed For New London 
(WTNH ABC NEW HAVEN 19 MAR 12) ... Jamie Muro 

NEW LONDON, Conn. -- Connecticut is already 
preparing for a shoreline celebration this summer. 

We are certainly used to seeing one tall ship in the waters 
of New London, in less than four months, there will be dozens 
of tall ships, all here commemorating a very important event, 
in our nation's history. 

The picture will be spectacular: the calm waters of the 
Long Island Sound, alive with tall ships. OpSail 2012 makes 
its final stop in Connecticut, which will be the largest event 
held in the state this year. 

"You will see tall ships, twos and threes as they call 
them," said Kevin Cavanagh, OpSail 2012CT vice-chairman, 
"and then some Navy ships too." 

The purpose of the event was to kickoff what is being 
called the "OpSail Challenge," for every two dollars that is 
raised, the state will donate an additional dollar, committing to 
$500,000. 

"We hear the state giving money, where does that money 
come from," said Governor Dannel Malloy. "That's always...a 
big question right now with the economy." 

This is an economic development opportunity to 
showcase our state, therefore the money is coming from our 

economic development efforts, as is the money to support 
advertising, not only for this event, but for this portion of the 
state. 

"500 thousand, it's an eight to one return on investment," 
said OpSail 2012CT treasurer Rob Simmons. "We get 500 
thousand from the state, matching the million that we raise, 
we're going to get 10 million back into Connecticut because of 
OpSail 2012." 

OpSail made a stop there in 2000, drawing in about one 
million people. Similar numbers are expected this year, 
especially considering the event is tied to the bicentennial 
anniversary of the War of 1812, and the writing of The Star 
Spangled Banner. 

OpSail, which will be tied into New London's Sailfest, 
makes seven stops, with the last stop being in New London 
July 6th through July 9th. 

"That is a huge economic impact," said Mayor Daryl 
Finizio, "and will be a great thing to our community." 

For more information on the event visit the OpSail 
2012CT website . 

View Clip (RT: 1:54) 
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NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
38. AMVETS Urges Affirmative-Action Status For Veterans 
(NAVY TIMES 26 MAR 12) ... Rick Maze 

A major veterans group wants federal affirmative action 
laws expanded to include veterans among the classes of 
Americans that are specifically protected from employment 
discrimination. 

Under their plan, laws barring discrimination on the basis 
of gender, religion, race, disability or sexual orientation would 
be altered to include veterans among the protected classes. 
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The Uniformed Services Employment and Reemployment 
Rights Act already makes it illegal for an employer to refuse 
to hire someone solely because he is a veteran. But AMVETS, 
a 187,000-member organization based in Lanham, Md., 
believes this isn’t enough. 

“There is discrimination against veterans in the 
workplace,” said Stewart Hickey, executive director of 
AMVETS. 

Adding veterans to affirmative action laws would 
improve protections against both overt and subconscious 
hiring discrimination, Hickey said. 

In some cases, employers fear hiring veterans out of 
concern they might be recalled to active duty or because of 
worries that Iraq and Afghanistan veterans may have post-
traumatic stress disorder or traumatic brain injuries, Hickey 
said. 

At a minimum, putting veterans into a protected status is 
likely to result in employers giving extra attention to their 
hiring, Hickey said. 

“If current laws and programs were effective, that would 
be great. But they aren’t,” Hickey said. “If there is any group 
in the U.S. who deserve special attention in employment, it is 
veterans.” AMVETS has been pushing the idea in talks with 
lawmakers and with other veterans groups. So far, no member 
of Congress has agreed to sponsor legislation to change the 
law, but Hickey is far from alone in talking about employment 
discrimination. 

Sen. Patty Murray, D-Wash., the Senate Veterans’ Affairs 
Committee chairwoman, said at a Feb. 29 hearing that she 
hears from veterans “who still find themselves confronted by 

obstacles to employment and who are even afraid to write the 
word ‘veteran’ on a job application because of the stigma they 
believe employers attach to it.” 

Diane Zumatto, AMVETS legislative director, said she 
believes veterans have been hit “disproportionately hard” by 
the tight job market. 

In 2011, the unemployment rate for Iraq and Afghanistan-
era veterans averaged 12.1 percent. 

But the rate appears to be falling. The Labor Department 
reported March 9 that the jobless rate for people separated 
from the military since 2001 fell in February to 7.6 percent, 
below the 8.3 percent national unemployment rate. 

Affirmative action laws got their start in the 1960s with 
civil rights legislation but have expanded over the years to 
include laws like the Americans with Disabilities Act 1990, 
which prohibits an employer from refusing to hire someone 
because he is disabled. This protection applies to veterans with 
service-connected disabilities. 

The Equal Employment Opportunity Commission has 
issued guidance requiring employers to make reasonable 
accommodations for disabled veterans, with a new definition 
of disabilities that includes post-traumatic stress disorder and 
traumatic brain injuries as the types of disabilities covered by 
the law. 

The law makes it illegal to discriminate in hiring, 
including asking about a disability, and requires employers to 
take steps to make it possible for someone with a disability to 
hold a job as long as it does not cause the business an “undue 
hardship.” 
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39. Congress Doubts VA’s Ability To Cut Claims Backlog 
(NAVY TIMES 26 MAR 12) ... Rick Maze 

Lawmakers are showing little confidence that the 
Veterans Affairs Department has found a way to reduce its 
large, stubborn backlog of disability and benefits claims. 

The House Veterans’ Affairs Committee says in a 
bipartisan letter that VA has not found a complete, long-term 
solution to handling a backlog that is approaching 1 million 
claims. 

Describing themselves as “deeply troubled” by the 
backlog’s continued growth, the committee, chaired by Rep. 
Jeff Miller, R-Fla., says VA expects to get 1.2 million claims 
next year, when it will deploy a new benefits management 
system that employees must learn. 

“While learning the new system, employees will be 
required to take time away from processing claims,” the letter 
states. 

VA Secretary Eric Shinseki has told Congress that 
progress is being made, and VA has a goal of eliminating the 
backlog by 2015. 

Shinseki said 2013 will be the first year VA will process 
more claims than it receives, though it is hard to see that 
progress yet. 

As of March 12, a total of 905,093 disability claims were 
awaiting action, two-thirds of them pending for 125 days or 
longer. 

VA had 879,396 pending claims at the start of 2012, so 
the pile clearly is getting bigger. The percentage of claims 
lingering longer than 125 days — the VA’s goal for 

completion — was 64 percent at the start of the year, another 
sign of continuing problems. 

“Although we commend VA for its bold assertion and 
agree that steps to eliminate the backlog must be taken, we 
remain skeptical,” committee members said in the March 9 
letter to the House Budget Committee. 

The long-term solution calls for electronic claims 
processing, but the letter says VA does not have a plan to scan 
documents related to a claim — a major issue. 

The House committee isn’t alone in its concerns. 
Sen. Richard Burr of North Carolina, ranking Republican 

on the Senate Veterans’ Affairs Committee, said the staff 
assigned to process claims has increased 40 percent since 
2008, while the number of pending claims has doubled and the 
average number of days to complete a claim has increased by 
26 percent. 

As the claims backlog has grown, the quality of claims 
decisions has dropped, Burr said, with an 84 percent accuracy 
rate, meaning 16 percent of claims decisions have errors. 

VA’s goal is a 98 percent accuracy rate. The average 
number of claims completed in a year per employee also has 
declined by 16 percent since 2008. 

“With statistics like these, it must be a priority to ensure 
that the initiatives VA is pursuing to get this situation under 
control will actually be effective so that veterans, their 
families and their survivors will receive timely, quality 
decisions when they seek benefits from VA,” Burr said. 
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OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
40. Reshaping Readiness 
(NAVY TIMES 26 MAR 12) ... Editorial 

Surface Navy leaders have rediscovered a basic maxim of 
military life: Train as you would fight. 

The question is, what took them so long? 
The new Surface Force Readiness Manual is designed to 

reverse years of what a fleet review panel called a “downward 
spiral” in ship maintenance standards stemming from 
underfunding, understaffing and perpetual organizational 
changes. It not only ensures every ship will be inspected 
regularly, but also institutes a progressive series of checks and 
training to ensure problems are fixed as they are found. 

Treating needed maintenance as an integral part of the 
training and readiness cycle, with accountability at every step 
of the process, just makes sense — that’s what other services 
and other parts of the Navy do. It’s good to see the surface 
Navy recognize the need for it, in what one former 

commander described as a “Back to the Future” fashion, after 
having allowed standards to slip over the past few years. 

Now, it’s time to ensure the new process works. There are 
several concerns. 

One is that the new guidance is based on a six-month 
deployment once in a 27-month cycle, even though Navy 
leaders have repeatedly said seven-month-or-longer 
deployments will be the new standard. Another is whether 
afloat training groups will have adequate staff to take on their 
new, expanded role in ship readiness. Finally, it is critical that 
sailors have the time, training and resources to succeed, as 
fleet leaders vow they will. 

There is too much promise in this new course of action, 
and too much need for it, to allow it to come up short because 
of a lack of true commitment to restoring fleet readiness. 
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41. Time To Consider An Iran With The Bomb 
(WASHINGTON POST 20 MAR 12) ... Walter Pincus 

Which would be worse if sanctions and diplomacy fail: 
the aftermath of an Israeli or U.S. attack on Iran to set back its 
nuclear weapons program, or the Tehran regime having the 
bomb? 

Of course, one hopes the sanctions/diplomacy route 
succeeds. But what if it doesn’t? 

If you measure the level of public discussion these days, 
hands down the worst would be having Iran’s supreme leader 
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei and/or President Mahmoud 
Ahmadinejad armed with nuclear weapons. 

However, within the intelligence community and among 
its retirees there are some experienced analysts who believe 
that Iran’s leaders with nuclear weapons wouldn’t be much 
different than they are today, with their first concern being 
holding onto power, not using a weapon to wipe out Israel and 
thereby bring about their own destruction. 

That approach has been sensibly put forward by Paul 
Pillar, a former senior CIA intelligence analyst and national 
intelligence officer for the Near East and South Asia from 
2000 to 2005. He was deeply involved back then when 
internal doubts about Saddam Hussein’s weapons of mass 
destruction programs were low-keyed by CIA leaders and 
ignored by the Bush White House. 

“An Iran with a bomb would not be anywhere near as 
dangerous as most people assume, and a war to try to stop it 
from acquiring one would be less successful and far more 
costly than most people imagine,” Pillar writes in the current 
issue of “Washington Monthly.” 

Pillar, who teaches at Georgetown University, cogently 
points out that despite all the “bellicosity and political 
rhetoric” about the issue, the idea of an Iran with the bomb 
“has been subjected to precious little careful analysis.” 
Conventional wisdom is that Tehran’s leaders would become 
more dangerous to their neighbors and the United States, Pillar 
states. 

He cites the repeated stereotyping that Iran’s rulers are 
“religious fanatics who value martyrdom more than life, 
cannot be counted on to act rationally and, therefore, cannot 
be deterred.” Pillar notes that the past 30 years have proved 
that although they promote martyrdom to defend the 
homeland, “they have never given any indication of wanting 
to become martyrs themselves.” 

Pillar claims that since the 1979 revolution against Shah 
Mohammad Reza Pahlavi, the Islamic Republic of Iran has 
conducted a “cautious” policy toward the world. He 
acknowledges targeted assassinations in the 1980s and 1990s 
of exiled dissidents, but avoids mentioning Tehran’s anti-
Americanism, its threats to Israel and support of Hamas and 
Hezbollah, groups that the United States and Israel consider 
terrorist. He also fails to mention Iran’s military aid to 
dissident forces in Iraq. 

Of course, Americans forget that the United States and 
Britain overthrew the popularly elected government of Iranian 
Prime Minister Mohammad Mosaddegh in August 1953 — 
something all Iranians remember. They also ignore 
Washington’s open policy of “regime change” in Tehran, 
promoted most prominently during the Bush administration. 

In short, there is no lack of bitterness on both sides. That 
may prevent Americans weighing Pillar’s cold analysis that 
“Iran’s rulers are constantly balancing a very worldly set of 
strategic interests” and thinking “principles of deterrence are 
not invalid just because the party to be deterred wears a turban 
and a beard.” 

There are two other dangers popularly associated with 
Iran having the bomb — they would give one to terrorists, or 
they would feel shielded and become more generally 
aggressive. The former idea was used by the Bush 
administration to build support for invading Iraq — that 
Saddam Hussein would give a nuke to terrorists. 

As the CIA argued in 2002 about Saddam, Pillar says 
Iran’s leaders have no incentive to lose control over such a 
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weapon. In Iran’s case, any use by terrorists would be traced 
quickly back to Tehran and bring immediate retaliation. He 
argues that the weapons would only be used in defense, as a 
last act against aggression. 

As for making Iran bolder in supporting terrorist groups, 
Pillar argues that Tehran’s main reason for obtaining the bomb 
is “in deterring aggression against one’s own country. They 
are much less useful in ‘shielding’ aggressive behavior outside 
one’s borders, except in certain geopolitical situations in 
which their use becomes plausible.” 

Pillar also questions the argument that any Israeli/U.S. 
attack on Iran to set back its nuclear weapons program uses 
the “best case” argument that Tehran’s response would be 
limited, while only “worst case” analysis is made of Iran 
getting the bomb. If the armed attack by Israel or the United 
States is analyzed under “worst case” scenarios, Pillar said, 
“We would be hearing about a regional conflagration 
involving multiple U.S. allies, sucking in U.S. forces beyond 
the initial assault.” 

In addition, such an attack “would be an immediate 
political gift to Iranian hard-liners” and, as an opposition 
spokesman quoted by Pillar said, “This would then increase 
nationalism and the regime would gather everyone and all the 
political parties around itself.” 

Needless to say, an attack on Iran’s nuclear facilities 
would disrupt the world oil markets and sharply raise gasoline 
prices. Look at what the threat of such an attack is doing 
today. Republican candidates and others who regularly call for 
preparing for military action against Iran are often the ones 
who are promising their election would lead to lower gas 
prices. 

“War or a world with an Iranian bomb are not the only 
alternatives,” Pillar says. Talks are planned, diplomacy plus 
sanctions are still in play. But he worries that “belligerent 
rhetoric in Iran feeds belligerent rhetoric in the United States 
and vice versa.” 

Even if Iran gets a bomb, “Israel would retain 
overwhelming military superiority with its own nuclear 
weapons — which international think tanks estimate to 
number at least 100 and possibly 200,” according to Pillar. 
With land, sea and air nuclear delivery systems and better 
conventional forces, Israel “would continue to outclass by far 
anything Iran will have,” he concludes. 

Pillar’s views need wider circulation and discussion 
because they bring rationality to what up to now has been a 
narrow, one-sided debate. 
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42. Israelis Grow Confident Strike On Iran’s Nukes Can Work 
(BLOOMBERG VIEW 19 MAR 12) ... Jeffrey Goldberg 

In 2005, Benjamin Netanyahu, who was then Israel’s 
finance minister, made an official visit to Uganda. 

For Netanyahu, visits to Uganda are weighted with 
sadness. It was at the airport in Entebbe that his older brother, 
Yonatan Netanyahu, was shot dead by a Ugandan soldier. 
Yonatan was the leader of an Israeli commando team 
dispatched by Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin in July 1976 to 
rescue Jewish hostages held by pro-Palestinian terrorists. The 
terrorists had diverted an Air France flight to Uganda, where 
the then-dictator, the infamous Idi Amin, gave them refuge. 

The raid was a near-total success. The hijackers were all 
killed, along with dozens of Ugandan soldiers posted to the 
airport by Amin to protect the terrorists. Only three hostages 
died; 102 were rescued. (A fourth was later murdered in a 
Ugandan hospital.) Yonatan was the only Israeli soldier killed. 

In his 2005 visit, Benjamin Netanyahu was welcomed by 
the current president of Uganda, Yoweri Museveni, who was 
an anti- Amin guerilla leader at the time of the Entebbe raid. 
Museveni accompanied Netanyahu to the airport, and unveiled 
a plaque in his brother’s memory. The Ugandan president told 
him that the Israeli raid on Entebbe was a turning point in the 
struggle against Amin. It bolstered the opposition’s spirits and 
proved to them that Amin was vulnerable. Amin’s government 
would fall some two and half years later. 

Unclothe The Emperor 
A widely held assumption about a pre-emptive strike on 

Iran’s nuclear facilities is that it would spur Iranian citizens -- 
many of whom appear to despise their rulers -- to rally around 
the regime. But Netanyahu, I’m told, believes a successful raid 
could unclothe the emperor, emboldening Iran’s citizens to 
overthrow the regime (as they tried to do, unsuccessfully, in 
2009). 

You might call this the Museveni Paradigm. It’s one of 
several arguments I’ve heard in the past week, as I’ve shuttled 
between Tel Aviv and Jerusalem, that have convinced me that 
Israeli national-security officials are considering a pre- 
emptive strike in the near future. 

Last week, I argued that Netanyahu’s campaign to 
convince the West that Iran’s nuclear program represents a 
threat -- not only to his country but also to the entire Middle 
East and beyond -- has worked so well that it could represent 
the perfect bluff. After all, on his recent visit to Washington, 
Netanyahu managed to avoid discussing the Palestinian issue 
with President Barack Obama, and he heard Obama vow that 
the U.S. wouldn’t be content to merely contain a nuclear Iran. 

After interviewing many people with direct knowledge of 
internal government thinking, however, I’m highly confident 
that Netanyahu isn’t bluffing -- that he is in fact counting 
down to the day when he will authorize a strike against a half-
dozen or more Iranian nuclear sites. 

One reason I’m now more convinced is that Netanyahu 
and Defense Minister Ehud Barak are working hard to 
convince other members of the Israeli cabinet that a strike 
might soon be necessary. 

But I also heard from Israeli national-security officials a 
number of best-case scenarios about the consequences of an 
attack, which suggested to me that they believe they have 
thought through all the risks -- and that they keep coming to 
the same conclusions. 

All-Out War 
One conclusion key officials have reached is that a strike 

on six or eight Iranian facilities will not lead, as is generally 
assumed, to all-out war. This argument holds that the Iranians 
might choose to cover up an attack, in the manner of the 
Syrian government when its nuclear facility was destroyed by 
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the Israeli air force in 2007. An Israeli strike wouldn’t focus 
on densely populated cities, so the Iranian government might 
be able to control, to some degree, the flow of information 
about it. 

Some Israeli officials believe that Iran’s leaders might 
choose to play down the insult of a raid and launch a handful 
of rockets at Tel Aviv as an angry gesture, rather than declare 
all-out war. I’m not endorsing this view, but I was struck by 
its optimism. (A war game held by the U.S. military this 
month came to the opposite conclusion, according to the New 
York Times: A strike would likely lead to a wider war that 
could include the U.S.) 

Another theory making the rounds was that Obama has so 
deeply internalized the argument that Israel has the sovereign 
right to defend itself against a threat to its existence that an 
Israeli attack, even one launched against U.S. wishes, 
wouldn’t anger him. In this scenario, Obama would move 
immediately to help buttress Israel’s defenses against an 
Iranian counterstrike. 

Some Israeli security officials also believe that Iran won’t 
target American ships or installations in the Middle East in 
retaliation for a strike, as many American officials fear, 
because the leadership in Tehran understands that American 
retaliation for an Iranian attack could be so severe as to 
threaten the regime itself. 

This contradicts Netanyahu’s assertion, first made to me 
three years ago, that Iran’s rulers are members of a 
“messianic, apocalyptic cult,” unmoved by the calculations of 
rational self- interest. It also contradicts the results of the U.S. 
war game. But it does make sense if you believe that regime 
survival is an important goal of the ayatollahs. 

Finally, and even more disquieting, was the contention I 
heard repeatedly that an Israeli strike in the next six months - - 
conducted before Iran can further harden its nuclear sites, or 
make them redundant -- will set back the ayatollahs’ atomic 
ambitions at least five years. American military planners tend 
to think that Israel could do only a year or two worth of 
damage. 

The arguments I’ve outlined here -- and those I’ll describe 
in my next column -- all lead to a single conclusion: The 
Israeli political leadership increasingly believes that an attack 
on Iran will not be the disaster many American officials, and 
some ex-Israeli security officials, fear it will be. 

These were vertigo-inducing conversations, to say the 
least. Next week, I’ll discuss why, from Netanyahu’s 
perspective, a strike on Iran, even if only marginally 
successful, might be worth the risk -- and may be historically 
inevitable. 

Jeffrey Goldberg is a Bloomberg View columnist and a 
national correspondent for the Atlantic. 
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43. Britain Has To Decide Upon The Royal Navy's Role 
A former First Sea Lord laments the Royal Navy’s lack of ships – but what it needs most is a maritime 
strategy. 
(LONDON TELEGRAPH (UK) 19 MAR 12) ... Chris Parry 

Vigorous debate about the role, size and shape of the 
Royal Navy is all the rage at the moment. Numerous 
broadsides are being exchanged over whether the Navy is 
equipped to defend the Falklands; the affordability and 
configuration of future aircraft carriers; the appropriate 
numbers of destroyers and frigates; and the introduction of 
new uniforms that wouldn’t look out of place in a fast food 
outlet. 

Lord West, the former First Sea Lord and a Falklands 
veteran, suggests it is “bonkers” that the Royal Navy has only 
19 frigates and destroyers. But such is the culture of 
intellectual and strategic relativism in which these arguments 
take place that neither politicians nor the public have any idea 
whether 19 or 25 or 30 frigates and destroyers is the right 
number. All of these issues tinker around the edges of the real 
problem – the fact that no one is prepared to define what 
Britain wants the Royal Navy to do as part of a coherent 
maritime strategy. 

The essence of military strategy lies in reconciling ends 
(what the public and politicians want), means (what they can 
afford) and ways (the ability of the military to deliver, in 
practical and technological terms). When these elements are 
out of balance – or one or more of them is inadequate – then 
defence programmes and spending tend to be incoherent and 
wasteful. On operations, an imbalance leads to mission failure 
and in some cases can be fatal, as was seen in Afghanistan, 
where it is doubtful whether at the start there were adequate 
levels of political direction, resources or military delivery. 

The current size and structure of the Royal Navy results 
from successive reductions in operational capability and 

sustainability in response to annual demands for cuts in 
defence spending, most recently and crucially in the fiscally 
driven Strategic Defence and Security Review (SDSR). 
Recent minimalist operations in, over and off Libya brought 
into sharp focus the serious incoherencies introduced by the 
SDSR and by the high tempo of its implementation. 

The whole process perpetuates and reflects the dominant 
influence of accountancy management over the application of 
rigorous strategic thinking, and a casual acceptance that 
interventions are currently discretionary; in other words, we 
can choose whether to involve ourselves or not. 

In addition, future requirements are too readily 
determined and defined by past conflicts. There is a lazy 
acceptance of conventional wisdom, untouched by a rigorous 
assessment of the future context within which forces are likely 
to operate and characterised by the attitude that (in Professor 
Colin Gray’s words) “the future is like the present, only more 
so.” 

As a result, the Royal Navy has accepted a deal that 
promises “jam tomorrow,” in the form of one or two aircraft 
carriers (with or without catapult-launched fixed-wing 
aircraft) in or around 2020, in return for increasing levels of 
pain and further cuts to other naval forces until 2015 and 
beyond. Most significantly, the Royal Navy has now – post-
SDSR – demonstrably ceased to have a “balanced fleet,” the 
lodestone of much of the post-Cold War era, and the basis 
even today for countering a range of generic and emerging 
risks. 

The Senior Service faces an uncertain, unsettled decade, 
during which it might have to go in harm’s way against state 
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and non-state opponents with a gap in aircraft carrier and 
fixed-wing aviation capability (after the Harriers were 
decommissioned), a token anti-submarine force and 
widespread evidence of extensive hollowing-out and 
overstretch in almost every other area of operation. Nor does it 
have the resilience and endurance, as has been seen off Libya, 
to maintain even low tempo operations for any length of time 
in addition to its routine directed tasks. 

This under-provision and uncertainty will coincide with a 
decade of possible instability at sea. For some 65 years, the 
security, integrity and freedom of use of the international 
system – and the “super highway” or physical equivalent of 
the worldwide web that is the sea – have been guaranteed and 
safeguarded by the United States and the naval powers of the 
free world. It has long been recognised that peace and order at 
sea does not keep itself. 

In the rush to downsize, it seems to have been forgotten 
that the sea remains the pre-eminent strategic medium for 
economic growth, trade and human interaction, a global 
“commons” that is increasingly becoming an arena for more 
intensive activity, expressed as both cooperation and 
competition between states, and for non-state actors, such as 
terrorists, pirates and traffickers. 

It should be self-evident that, in an interconnected world, 
any country that wants to stimulate and sustain economic 
growth needs to invest in those instruments of power and 
influence – space, cyberspace and the sea – that best exploit 
and extend the benefits derived from globalisation, as well as 
ensuring access, supply of resources and the free flow of 
goods. 

To be fair, by 2020 a properly resourced and supported 
force structure, front-loaded with carriers, amphibious 
shipping, Astute class submarines and Type-45 destroyers, 
should be well placed to conduct high-end conventional 
deterrence and war-fighting tasks, as well as complementary 
roles in conducting operations at lower levels of intensity and 
impact. But this aspiration will continue to be challenged as 
the costs of providing leading-edge military capability rise and 
other political priorities and domestic pressures compete for 
attention and resources in a time of austerity. It will also be 
severely tested by the low numbers of destroyers and frigates 
– a perennial complaint, all the way back to Nelson (“Were I 
to die this moment, 'want of frigates’ would be found stamped 
on my heart”). 

As the SDSR recognises, all three Services will have to 
work hard to cooperate with allied or coalition countries to 
ensure the continuation of comprehensive, all-arms 

capabilities. In this context, the Royal Navy should in future 
probably seek to maintain a force structure and capability that 
broadly maintains influence, utility and congruence with the 
U.S. for major operations, sustains a partnership role with 
France (ready to lead or act as a framework nation) and retains 
the ability – implying a balance and range of capabilities at sea 
– to act alone in support of, and in defence of, vital national 
interests. 

These considerations should strongly influence the 
outcome of the next SDSR in 2015, at about the same time as 
the next general election. The future will emphatically not be 
like Afghanistan and Iraq; this should have significant 
implications for defence. 

The Royal Navy has not helped itself. It has been 
distinctly poor at arguing the case for maritime power in the 
modern and emerging world over the past few years and in 
justifying the resources it needs to remain a decisive 
instrument of state power. 

However, this debate should not just be about the Royal 
Navy. It concerns fundamentally the United Kingdom’s future 
in relation to the sea and should involve the comprehensive 
integration of all those elements and partnerships – military, 
commercial and institutional – that have an interest or 
contribution to make at sea. What is required is a coherent 
national maritime strategy, in conjunction with a hard-driving 
ministerial – or better still, an empowered, independent – 
champion, that can overcome the chronic short-termism 
afflicting democratic decision-making and can plan for the 
long term. 

It should identify the ends (political, diplomatic, 
economic and security benefits) that the country seeks to 
achieve by its engagement with the sea, both in its offshore 
economic zone and throughout the world. Only then can the 
appropriate means (the investment that the country is prepared 
to make in terms of resources, both human and financial) and 
the ways (the numbers and types of warships, the size of the 
British merchant and fishing fleets, the policy for energy 
security and a host of other mutually conflicting issues) be 
properly reconciled and decided. 

In 1436, one of the first political poems in English, 'The 
Libel [or little book] of English Policy’ began by “exhortynge 
alle Englande to kepe the see enviroun.” That enduring 
message remains a reasonable national strategy for today – 
and tomorrow. 

Rear Adm. Christopher J. Parry CBE is a British former 
naval officer who was the first Chair of the UK Government's 
Marine Management Organisation until 2011. 
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44. EXCERPTS FROM BLOGS AROUND THE WORLD 
(PUBLISHED 16 – 19 MAR 12) 

 
Surface Force Readiness Manual (SFRM) by Adm. 

J.C. Harvey, Jr. from Fleet Forces Command Blog, March 
16 

Last week I had the opportunity to attend the official 
signing of our new Surface Force ReadineTeam, 

Last week I had the opportunity to attend the official 
signing of our new Surface Force Readiness Manual (SFRM) 

by VADM Rick Hunt and RADM Dave Thomas. The SFRM 
represents a truly significant step forward for the Surface 
Navy and I’m very excited for the strategic direction it brings 
to the Fleet. 

Throughout the twelve months of drafting and reviewing 
this document, our teams (East and West coast TYCOM 
staffs) have worked very closely together to collect and 
adjudicate over 600 comments from stakeholders across the 



 34

entire spectrum of Surface readiness. This collaborative 
approach produced a robust and highly scrutinized readiness 
policy that I believe will better prepare our ships and crews for 
the many significant demands we face today. 

Now, I understand this instruction is not perfect. In my 39 
years in the Navy, I’ve dealt with a lot of training systems and 
policies, some good and some bad, but none have been 
perfect. But I do believe this manual represents a very well-
developed point of departure that has us headed fair in the 
channel. Much additional work remains to be done, and future 
course corrections will be required, but the important point is 
that we are now on the right path with a directive based on 
fundamental tenets that are relevant and make sense. 

I encourage you to read through the SFRM and let me 
know what you think. 

View SFRM (PDF) 
 
Porter Deploys with ‘Absolutely Integrated’ Team by 

Cmdr. Jennifer Couture, from Navy Live, March 19 
This blog, written by Cmdr. Jennifer Couture, Executive 

Officer USS Porter (DDG 78), highlights what she considers 
to be the most important part of a ship … Sailors. The 
dedication, teamwork and professionalism necessary to get 
underway, cannot adequately be described with words; 
Instead, it needs to be experienced. Take notice as Couture 
describes how the the blending of Sailors’ talents with diverse 
leadership can achieve greatness. 

As USS Porter (DDG 78) settles into our Trans-Atlantic 
voyage and my first deployment as Executive Officer, I 
reflected back on the loyalty and commitment of the hard-
working crew in preparing this warship to go into harm’s way 
as called upon by our nation. 

Over the past year that Porter has undertaken pre-
deployment training, a group of over 280 individual Sailors 
became a cohesive team of shipmates, leveraging their many 
differences to weave a strong cloth of sea-going, war-fighting 
professionals. 

During Women’s History Month, we have taken the time 
to recognize the achievements of women as integral to our 
naval heritage. While I may be Porter’s first female Executive 
Officer, I play only a minor role in the tradition of leadership 
excellence since women were integrated into the combatant 
fleet in 1994. As a junior officer, women in positions of war-
fighting leadership were infrequent, and I aspired to earn the 
respect and trust they fought for from their peers. 

Today, as I walk the passageways of this fine destroyer, I 
am encouraged to see impressive female leadership at every 
level – in the Wardroom, Chief’s Mess, First Class 
Association and beyond. 

From the small boat coxswain to the 25mm gunner, on the 
Bridge and in Combat Information Center, female Sailors are 
absolutely integrated on the team. Male and female Sailors 
now stand side-by-side with all their shipmates, expecting 
equal performance and freely giving equal respect for hard 
work, integrity, and a job well done – regardless of gender. 

Our Sailors are trained, motivated, and ready to answer all 
bells – especially because we are different and no longer in 
spite of our differences! 

View Gallery (5 Photos) 
 

11 For ELEVEN: Honoring the Women Among Us by 
Marlene M. Houngbedji from Naval Mobile Construction 
Battalion Eleven, March 18 

In November 1972, a woman by the name of Carmella J. 
Jones became the first female enlisted to serve in a naval 
construction battalion as an Equipment Operator. By 1993, all 
women were allowed to join the naval construction forces; 
female Seabees’ accomplishments thereafter have helped 
redefine our ‘Can Do’ ethos and during an eventful period 
spanning from March 2011 to March 2012, a few carved new 
paragraphs in the naval construction forces’ chronicles. 
Besides the first all-female Seabee team making history in 
Afghanistan’s Helmand province and Equipmentman Master 
Chief (EQCM) Kathy Keith claiming the title of first female 
construction mechanic master chief, Naval Mobile 
Construction Battalion (NMCB) 11 welcomed Commander 
Lore Aguayo, its first female Commanding Officer. Others 
were singled-out as the epitome of this year’s Women’s 
History Month theme of “Women’s Education, Women’s 
Empowerment.” 

11 women for Eleven, here are their stories. 
A Builder And Future Psychotherapist 

(Headquarters) 
When asked about the challenges she has encountered as 

a female Seabee, Builder 1st Class (SCW) Ina M. Baca, 33, of 
Eustis, FL, recalls being seen as less of a builder because of 
her gender. Sixteen years, several commendations – including 
three Navy Achievement Medals for her performance as Crew 
Leader and one Navy Commendation Medal for her 
performance as an instructor with the 20th Naval Construction 
Regiment – and numerous projects later, however, Baca now 
assists troops with decisions pertaining to their careers. 
“BU1’s contribution to the Command Career Counselor 
(CCC) office is outstanding,” says NMCB 11’s CCC UTC 
(SCW/NAC) Sean Stewart, “her organizational skills and 
genuine concern for the Battalion’s Seabees and Sailors is a 
key to running an effective program.” A dedicated horseback 
rider, Baca plans on pursuing a Bachelor’s Degree in 
Psychology with certification in Animal Assisted 
Psychotherapy and running her own clinic/ranch. 

The Utilities Woman (Det 2) 
“I plan to stay in the Seabees until my twenty-year mark 

and retire with a Bachelor in Psychology,” says Utilitiesman 
Constructionman (SCW) Brittany Ann Champion, 20, of 
Pensacola, FL. Major accomplishments during her two years 
in the Navy include acting as Safety Petty-Officer for a 
homeport project, qualifying for Seabee Combat Warfare 
while on her first PACOM deployment, attending college 
classes, assisting in the construction of a new medical facility 
in Camp Covington, Guam, and being a crew member for the 
construction of a 60” x 110” K-span. When not involved in 
projects, Champion volunteers at a Gulfport elementary school 
and at Veterans Honor Flights. Her plans once her Bachelor’s 
Degree is completed? Work with the Behavioral Analysis Unit 
within the Federal Bureau of Investigation. 

The Outstanding Crew Leader (Det 2) 
When she checked into NMCB 11 in January 2011, 

Builder 3rd Class (SCW) Megan E. Dunton, 33, of Columbus, 
OH, already had quite a few accomplishments under her belt. 
Experience in construction management and a Civil 
Engineering degree (Masters) that could have led her straight 
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to Officer Candidate School are two of the many skills she 
brought from the civilian world. She chose to enlist in order to 
gain practical experience in the fields of construction and civil 
engineering. In her year and eight months in the U.S. Navy, 
Dunton was selected as CBC Area Blue Jacket of the Quarter 
(2011), awarded a Navy and Marine Corps Achievement 
Medal, was a custodian for the construction of the Inert 
Ordnance Facility in Panama City, FL (2011), assisted in the 
Planning & Estimate of a K-span at Forward Operating Base 
(FOB) Shank, and acted as a Project Safety Petty Officer 
during the battalion’s Field Training Exercise. Dunton is, 
according to her supervisors, an outstanding crew leader who 
has shown nothing less than outstanding performance [by] 
constantly engineering more efficient methods to help 
streamline construction projects. “She is a junior 3rd Class 
Petty Officer who acts and performs like a sound 2nd Class,” 
says Builder 1st Class (SCW) David Kaiser, “she exemplifies 
the Seabee ‘Can Do’ spirit by getting the job done no matter 
the obstacle, be it time or materials.” Commenting on the 
challenges she had to face, Dunton believes them to be similar 
to those of any other Seabee: long hours, extreme weather, and 
often less than ideal conditions. “Perhaps the only difference,” 
she adds, “would be overcoming the possible stereotype that 
women don’t like to sweat or get their hands dirty, but that’s a 
big part of being a Seabee so I enjoy it and wouldn’t expect 
anything less.” This former women’s professional football 
player’s expectations for her own naval career include 
applying for Officer Candidate School and working as a 
project manager for the U.S. Navy. 

The Dedicated Newcomer (Delta) 
“No matter how bad things get,” says Builder 

Constructionman Melanie L. Hamilton, 25, of Akron, OH, 
“don’t let negative things get you down and you’ll have a lot 
more fun and learn a lot more.” Having checked into NMCB 
11 in September 2011, Hamilton carries her positive attitude 
in the workplace, praising her chain-of-command for not 
treating her differently than any other Seabees. “I work just as 
hard as everyone else, so there aren’t any complaints about my 
keeping up with any of the guys either,” Hamilton adds, also 
grateful for the training opportunities she has so far received. 
Despite having been in the command only a short time, LT 
Chet Wyckoff notes, “BUCN Hamilton has already shown she 
has unlimited potential. Working for Camp Maintenance, she 
is quick to identify deficiencies and make recommendations, 
ensuring the Company runs smoothly.” Characterized as 
energetic, Hamilton plans on obtaining a Bachelor’s Degree in 
Psychology then a Master’s Degree in a similar field. 

A Builder And Art-Designer (DET 4) 
Port Byron, NY, brought us Builder Constructionman 

Amanda S. Hollister, the recipient of two college degrees 
(Studio Arts and Design). Acting as a Public Affairs 
Representative and Delayed Party Adjutant for DET 4, 
participating in three homeport projects since checking into 
NMCB 11 in August 2011, and volunteering with Honor 
Flights and elementary schools in Gulfport, MS, paint a 
flattering portrait of the junior Seabee her supervisor, Builder 
1st Class (SCW) Anthony Boldrey, sees as eager to learn. 
“Even going out of her rate,” he adds, “she asked to help me 
with caulking the bathroom showers for barracks. 
Constructionman Hollister always displays military bearing 
and a good attitude towards all personnel. I believe she will 

excel in everything she does.” Hollister considers proving she 
can keep up every day a personal challenge; she therefore 
works to “uphold not just the general everyday Navy 
standards,” as she eloquently puts it, “but also to prove I can 
learn and work as hard as any other Seabee, whether male or 
female.” Committing to finding the balance between being a 
woman and being a Seabee has made her “emotionally, 
physically and morally strong,” she said. 

A Seabee At The Core (CSE) 
“At the core,” says Ensign Jed Lomax of Builder 

Constructionman (SCW) Leslie L. Keen, 26, of Tulsa, OK, 
“she is a Seabee.” Fighting the stigma that comes along with 
being a female in the military was one of BUCN Keen’s first 
challenges. She confessed to have always wanted to become a 
service member; now one of the toughest members of NMCB 
11’s Convoy Security Element (CSE), according to ENS 
Lomax, she is always willing to go the extra mile, works hard 
and diligently at whatever task she is assigned. A Seabee who 
has volunteered over 140 hours to community service, Keen 
hopes to one day be considered for the Seaman to Admiral 
(STA-21) commissioning program. 

The Hard-Charging Yeoman (Headquarters) 
Welcomed into NMCB 11 in July 2011, Yeoman 3rd 

Class Giselle L. Murrell, 25, of Houston, TX, joins a team of 
outstanding administrative specialists. Her career goals 
include making it to the rank of Petty Officer 2nd Class and 
completing the three courses she has left to obtain her 
Associate’s Degree, which should precede a Bachelor’s 
Degree in Criminal Justice. YN3 Murrell is the recipient of a 
Flag Letter of Commendation (FLOC) and a Good Conduct 
Medal. 

The Equal Contributor (Alfa) 
Five years in the Navy made Equipment Operator 3rd 

Class (SCW) Jessica L. Leonard, 24, of Sulphur, LA, strive to 
become what she refers to as an ‘equal contributor’ in her job. 
It is a quality of which LT Bryan Wilson took notice: “Petty 
Officer Leonard is an accomplished and dedicated Seabee who 
ensures we meet the mission always. She shows great pride, 
understanding her role in delivering valuable equipment and 
materials to outlying detachment sites.” She participated in 
three water well missions, then in a quarry project in Guam 
during last PACOM deployment, and became the Safety 
Supervisor on the battalion’s McCool School project. Her 
keenness to grow into a highly skilled worker earned her the 
esteem of her superiors. “Petty Officer Leonard is sought out 
for her technical knowledge and her aggressive work ethic,” 
says Master Chief Equipmentman (SCW) Derrick Arrington, 
“and her performance has allowed me to assign her to the 
toughest assignments.” Leonard’s future plans include taking 
advantage of the Navy College Program to further her 
education. 

The Construction Technology Expert In Training 
(Headquarters) 

As a former Bravo Company Assistant Company Fitness 
Leader who was heavily involved with the homeport Camp 
Shelby and Technical Trainer projects, Builder 
Constructionman Anna L. Parcher has shown levels of 
integrity and personal drive her superiors find refreshing. 
“Since checking on board NMCB 11, BUCN Parcher has 
consistently displayed the highest qualities of technical skills, 
physical readiness and dedication to the mission,” says 
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Utiliesman 1st Class (SCW) Emily A. Fowler of the 19-year-
old native of Jamestown, PA. “She’s a rising star within the 
Naval Construction Forces and makes any supervisor proud to 
serve beside her.” She volunteers for Habitat for Humanity 
among other organizations while off-duty and is a skilled 
horse-back rider. Currently taking Supervision and 
Management in Construction technology classes, she hopes to 
complete her Bachelor’s Degree and rise to the rank of Builder 
2nd Class before the end of her first enlistment. 

The Mission-Ready Equipment Operator (Det Dwyer) 
As an El Salvador native whose family resettled in 

Naples, FL, Equipment Operator 3rd Class (SCW) Carmen P. 
Rivera had to face the combined challenges of adapting to two 
cultures: American and Seabee. Yet two and a half years into 
her naval career, Rivera’s attainments have made her an “up 
and coming superstar with unlimited potential related to her 
job,” as Chief Construction Mechanic (SCW) Robert R. 
Crespin says of the 26 year-old, “she’s willing to try different 
things to meet mission needs and always asks for more 
tasking. She is the true meaning of ‘Can Do’.” EO3 (SCW) 
Rivera qualified for Seabee Combat Warfare after only eight 
months in the command, was one of two Equipment Operators 
to complete a six-man job, finished three college courses and 
successfully turned over $800,000-worth of collateral, which 
helped maintain and ensure the mission readiness of 247 
pieces of Civil Engineer Support Equipment (CESE). “As a 
female EO,” she concedes, however, “it’s difficult to stand out 
and get recognition because it’s still a man’s field.” 

The Leader And Morale-Booster (DET 4) 
“She’s a great leader. She shows teamwork, patience and 

flexibility in both work and non-work situations,” says Builder 
1st Class (SCW) Anthony Boldrey of Utilitiesman 3rd Class 
(SCW) Jessica P. Seefeld. “She is very well versed in Seabee 
Combat Warfare and has helped many constructionmen and 
petty officers learn topics.” She is known to show motivation 
in deployment settings, while keeping a sense of humor to 
help boost the morale of fellow Seabees. The 27-year-old 
native of Sanford, NC, acted as an Adjutant for Bridge Detail, 
was once a Safety Petty Officer for the Tech Trainer homeport 
project and works her hardest with every task she is entrusted 
with, trying to give 110% every single time. Asked about her 
career goals, Seefeld plans to retire from the Navy as a Master 
chief of 32 years, design her own home and have it built 
somewhere in North Carolina. 

March is Women’s History month. As the Navy joins the 
country in celebrating women’s contributions for the 101st 
time, NMCB 11 partakes in this worldwide observance by 
paying tribute to not just eleven, but all females within its 
ranks. 

 
Navy Chief: Robotic Subs Might Span Oceans. 

(Someday.) by Spencer Ackerman from Danger Room 
(WIRED), March 19 

It’s been the Navy’s dream for years: undersea drones that 
can swim entire oceans. But it’s been thwarted by science’s 
inability to build propulsion and fuel systems for a journey of 
that length. Still, the Navy’s top officer and its mad scientists 
think that some recent research could help turn the dream into 
an ocean-crossing reality. 

“I’m very much desirous of that end-state, cross-ocean, as 
feasible,” Adm. Jonathan Greenert, the chief of naval 

operations, told reporters on Friday. “There are a few 
propulsion systems that can give you that range — 30-day, 45-
day. The fuel needed, regrettably, is extensive, and that drives 
the size, so we’re not there yet.” 

What might get the Navy there: academic projects that 
have propelled robo-subs thousands of miles, and foreign 
oceanographic research into the briny deep. 

Why would you want a robot sub when you’ve got, say, 
stealthy manned subs like the USS Jimmy Carter? Because the 
robots can help the manned subs. If the Carter, say, can deploy 
a fleet of robotic scouts that can fan out across the oceans and 
relay aquatic information back to the mothership, it’ll give the 
Navy a huge advantage over its rivals. And that’s on top of the 
drone subs’ potential for hunting mines or distracting 
torpedoes without putting a submariner in jeopardy. Or even, 
someday, shooting torpedoes of their own. 

For now, though, that’s a long way off. The Navy’s 
current fleet of undersea drones resemble torpedoes in their 
design, and they’ve got similar ranges and sensing capabilities 
— that is, not much. Drone subs are in their Ford Model T 
phase. In 2010, Greenert’s predecessor, Adm. Gary Roughead, 
all but begged the contractors, engineers and robotics experts 
at the Navy’s science and technology conference to build him 
the undersea drone equivalent of a Camaro. 

So far, not so much. But there’s a new wave of research 
that might expand the range of drone subs. 

The mad scientists at the Office of Naval Research point 
to Rutgers University (full disclosure: my alma mater), which 
a few years ago sent its yellow drone “glider,” the Scarlet 
Knight (yes, it’s yellow for some reason), over 4600 miles of 
Atlantic Ocean, a trip that took 221 days. The Knight, partially 
funded by the Navy, is electric powered, though, and so it 
needs to recharge — a dicey proposition in the briny deep. 
And it doesn’t descend to the depths of the ocean. 

A robo-sub called URASHIMA does. In 2005, the drone, 
built by the Japanese oceanographic research agency 
JAMSTEC set a world record for unmanned aquatic 
exploration by diving to the seafloor and traveling across it for 
nearly 200 miles. That’s nowhere near as far as Greenert 
wants, but the oceanographic research drone’s sensors and on-
board computer create programmable destinations and adjust 
to sea conditions, which are crucial for long-range exploration. 

Greenert pointed to a few others. “Penn State’s got some 
good ideas. Johns Hopkins comes through with some ideas. 
I’m going to go out and mine that again,” he said. (Johns 
Hopkins is reportedly developing a new drone for deep-sea 
exploration, building on a decade of undersea engineering.) 
Among Greenert’s concerns: keeping fuel requirements down 
so that the drone sub doesn’t become a bloated, stealthless, 
slow husk weighted down by its energy supply. 

For the near term, the Navy’s going to experiment with 
unmanned subs that can’t swim as far. The Office of Naval 
Research is developing its own glider, the Persistent Littoral 
Undersea Surveillance system, or PLUS. It’s a diesel-electric 
robot for “shallow water” environments that tops out at about 
620 miles. 

Lessons from PLUS and the other experimental drones 
will get the Navy thinking about how to crack the ocean-
spanning robo-sub problem. “That will be key in the undersea 
domain,” Greenert said, “to remain our edge.” 
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How to Kill China’s ‘Carrier-Killer’ Missile: Jam, 
Spoof and Shoot by Spencer Ackerman from Danger 
Room (WIRED), March 16 

China has developed a missile that would turn an aircraft 
carrier into a two-billion-dollar hulk of twisted metal, flame, 
and dead Sailors. Publicly, the U.S. Navy downplays its 
importance. Privately, the Sailors are working out several 
different options to kill it before it kills them. 

Adm. Jonathan Greenert, the Navy’s top officer, 
explained to reporters during a Friday breakfast meeting that 
the Navy has ways of exploiting some of the DF-21D 
missile’s formidable technical capabilities, even before 
opening fire and praying. 

DF-21D missile’s formidable technical capabilities, even 
before opening fire and praying. 

As Greenert sees it, there’s a menu of options. Some 
involve convincing the DF-21D that the carrier is in a different 
place. Others involve masking the electronic emissions of the 
carrier. Still others are more traditional — like blasting the 
missile out of the salty air. 

“You want to spoof them, preclude detection, jam them, 
shoot them down if possible, get them to termination, confuse 
it,” Greenert said. “The concept is end-to-end, and the 
capabilities therein [are] what we’re pursuing” 

First up: the missile’s guidance systems. This is where 
Greenert wants the Navy’s investment in jamming and 
electronic warfare generally to pay off. 

“If whatever is launched has a seeker, can you jam it?” 
Greenert mused. “Yes, no, maybe so? What would it take to 
jam it?” For now, that’s a job for the flying, jamming 
Growlers which messed with Moammar Gadhafi’s anti-
aircraft systems in Libya last year. Later on, the Navy will 
have a next-generation jammer, also built onto some of its jets, 
which it wants to use to infect enemy systems with malware. 
Alternatively or in supplement, the strike group would go 
radio silent, to stop the missile from homing in on its 
electronic emissions. 

Then comes the “more popular” part, Greenert said: 
shooting the missile down. The Aegis missile-defense cruisers 
included in an aircraft carrier strike group would be tasked 
with that over the next decade. Afterward, the Navy wants to 
use giant shipboard lasers to burn through incoming missiles. 
But it’s by no means clear the Navy really can clear all the 
technological obstacles to oceanic laser warfare by its mid-
2020s deadline. 

And shooting down this new missile isn’t a guaranteed 
proposition. “When do you have to engage it? On the way up? 
Mid-course? Terminal?” Greenert said. 

His answer: all of the above. “We call it links of a chain,” 
Greenert said. “We want to break as many links as possible.” 
Navy weapons have to be ready to disable the DF-21D — 
either through jamming it or shooting it — during “all” phases 
of its trajectory. 

There’s also something that Greenert didn’t mention: he 
has time on his side. 

The Navy conceded in December 2010 that the DF-21D 
had reached “initial operating capability.” But its intelligence 
chief quickly added that blowing up a carrier is still past 
China’s means. Hitting a moving object is difficult. Testing 
the thing at sea is too. Then China needs to integrate the 
missile into its general surface warfare plans. And after all that 

come the countermeasures Greenert outlined. Solving all that 
takes time. 

And while China works on that, the Navy will continue its 
own development. If Greenert is freaked out by a weapon that 
can punch through one of the most potent symbols of 
American power, he’s doing a good job of hiding it in public. 

 
How Robot Planes Could Learn Carrier Crew Hand 

Gestures by Tim Hornyak from Crave (CNET), March 15 
Research into flight-deck hand gestures may help the 

unmanned X-47B stealth plane take off from and land on 
aircraft carriers. Just don't flip it off. 

MIT researchers are trying to get computers to correctly 
interpret hand signals used by crews aboard aircraft carriers so 
that robot planes can follow them. 

As Northrop Grumman continues to develop its X-47B 
robot stealth plane, which is aimed at carrier use, Yale Song 
and colleagues at MIT are working on a machine learning 
system that could allow autonomous planes to understand 
crew directions. 

In its research presented in the journal ACM Transactions 
on Interactive Intelligent Systems, the team used a database of 
abstract representations of 24 gestures often employed by 
carrier personnel. They trained an algorithm to classify 
gestures, including posture and hand position, based on what it 
knew from the database. 

As seen in the video below, the algorithm works with a 
single stereo camera. It analyzes each frame in a sequence and 
calculates the probability that the movement is part of a 
certain gesture. 

It does that while keeping tabs on the probabilities for the 
whole sequence of gestures, and while recognizing gestures 
continuously. 

When tested, the system was able to correctly identify 
gestures in the training database with 76 percent accuracy, 
according to MIT. 

Song and colleagues are trying to improve the gesture-
recognition system by getting it to consider hand and arm 
position separately, reducing its computational load. 

Another aim is to have the system provide feedback about 
whether it understands the gestures it's considering. 

That way, if you did give it the one-finger salute, you 
would get the appropriate robotic response. 

View Clip (RT: 3:29) 
 
Navy Medicine’s Support to the Warfighter by Vice 

Adm. Matthew Nathan from Navy Live, March 16 
This blog and video highlights the capabilities of Navy 

Medicine and the highly-professional men and women who 
make up the Navy’s medical field. The foundation of Navy 
Medicine is Force Health Protection. Force Health Protection 
means keeping the warfighter safe above and below the sea, 
on and off the battlefield. It is about knowing what the risks 
are and doing everything we can to protect our service 
members from them whether in the desert, in the jungle, in the 
mountains, or at sea. The Navy Surgeon General Vice Adm. 
Matthew L. Nathan leads this very capable force and offers 
thoughts on delivering world-class care … Anywhere … 
Anytime … 

“Navy Medicine is in the readiness business…we 
must be ready the minute a warrior hits the ground, or 
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mom heads into the labor deck. We exist to support the 
Fleet and the Fleet Marine Force. When the world dials 
911, it is NOT to make an appointment.” – Vice Adm. 
Matthew L. Nathan, Navy Surgeon General and Chief, 
Bureau of Medicine and Surgery 
Navy Medicine’s Expeditionary Support to the 

Warfighter 

 Everywhere a Sailor or Marine goes, Navy Medicine 
goes with them. From medical teams on ships and 
submarines, to our brave hospital corpsmen of the Fleet 
Marine Force, to the staff of our forward surgical teams 
and other healthcare providers on the ground in theater, 
Navy Medicine is always there. 

 The U.S. Navy-led NATO Role III hospital in 
Kandahar, Afghanistan,treats the severely wounded 
service members from the battlefield. The hospital 
currently maintains a more than 97 percent survival 
rate of active duty service members wounded in 
Afghanistan. 

 Navy Medicine currently operates the Concussion 
Restoration Care Center in Camp Leatherneck, 
Afghanistan, specializing in the treatment of the 
invisible wounds of war like mild traumatic brain 
injury. The facility also specializes in muscle skeletal 
injuries and mental health care. 

 Navy Medicine conducts expeditionary medical 
support for deployed Sailors & Marines worldwide 
while also providing needed assurance that their 
families will be well cared for in their absence. 

Research and Development in Support of the 
Warfighter 

 Naval Medical Research Unit-Dayton has conducted 
numerous studies that directly impact operational 
readiness across the Navy. The Aeromedical 
Directorate is also conducting critical hypoxia and 
motion sickness countermeasure research. 

 The Combat Casualty Care Research Department at 
Naval Medical Research Unit-San Antonio is 
conducting advanced trauma care research harnessing 
pharmaceutical, biotechnology-based and medical 
device-based technologies to develop cutting-edge 
solutions for trauma related care. 

 Medical research strengthens our force’s ability to 
operate around the world and is a key element of U.S. 
health diplomacy. 

Medical Education and Training to Support the 
Warfighter 

 Naval Undersea Medical Institute is the world’s only 
education program producing undersea medicine 
qualified physicians in submarine, diving and radiation 
health. Radiation health officers were critical during 
Operation Tomodachi, providing guidance and training 
to U.S. Pacific Command and the Fleet. 

 Special Operations Medical Institute provides combat 
medical training for Special Operations Forces: Recon 
Corpsman, SEAL and Surface Warfare Combatant-
Craft crewman, as well as medics under the U.S. 
Special Operations Command. 

 Naval Survival Training Institute manages eight 
Aviation Survival Training Centers throughout the 
country. 

Did You Know? 

 Navy Medicine has 63,000 personnel on five 
continents around the world. 

 2,282 Navy Medical personnel are currently deployed. 

 Navy Medicine is responsible for healthcare needs for 
more than 1 million eligible beneficiaries worldwide. 

 Navy Medicine active duty personnel are comprised of 
five corps: Hospital Corps, Medical Corps, Dental 
Corps, Nurse Corps and Medical Service Corps. 

 Navy Medicine is comprised of three medical centers, 
16 Naval hospitals and more than 100 branch health 
and dental clinics. 

View Clip (RT: 2:09) 
 
Got Debt? Here’s How You Can Manage It by L. Lee 

Acker from Navy Live, March 15 
The following, written by L. Lee Acker, a financial 

professional from the Bethesda (Md.) Fleet & Family Support 
Center, is part of a series of financial blogs aimed at helping 
you achieve a healthier financial status. In this post, Lee 
provides tips and resources to help you wage war on your 
debt. Fortunately, this battle won’t involve any weapons – 
well, not unless you count knowledge as a weapon. In that 
case, Lee’s got a cache of goods he’d like to show you … fight 
on! 

My last blog entry was about saving. I hope you were able 
to come up with your own serious savings plan. Remember: 
‘Set a Goal, Make a Plan, Save Automatically.’ (Oh, and 
thank you for the suggestions on how to protect my Jelly-Bean 
Coin Jar. so far so good) 

Now we’re going to make the jarring transition from 
saving to dealing with debt. Specifically I’m going to delve 
into the murky world of debt collection and how you can deal 
with and overcome it. Give me a second while I put on my 
HazMat suit to protect me as I wade through some of this 
gunk. 

Alright, first up, confession time (again). I was almost 
sued once for a past due debt (not another proud moment for 
me). I’ll spare all the details, but the short version is a very 
messy mix up with an allergist office (and a hardheaded and 
prideful stance on my part). I thought I was just testing for 
allergic reactions. The office thought I wanted three times a 
week allergy treatments. I ignored bill statements in the mail 
and phone calls because I never went to appointments. In my 
mind, I didn’t owe anything (since I never went to any 
appointments). 

It was the court summons that humbled me. I was being 
sued for $1200. I promptly called and settled for $700. 

When And How A Debt Goes Bad 
Here’s a summary of when and how a typical debt goes 

bad. 
When you miss a payment, the company will most likely 

report that to the credit bureaus. That’s how late payments 
show up on your credit report. 
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A few months of missed payments will normally trigger 
the company’s internal collection department who will send 
you letters and call you to remind you to pay. 

After about 120-180 days, if you are unable (or unwilling, 
as I was) to pay, then your debt is packaged with other 
uncollected past due debts and sold to a debt collector. At this 
point, on your credit report, your debt is considered charged-
off. The debt legally belongs to the debt collector. If and when 
you want to resolve the matter, you will have to do so with the 
debt collector. 

Lets talk a second about the debt collector. Most debt 
collectors are trying to make an honest living. It’s the small 
percentage that gives the industry a bad name and a murky 
reputation (ergo my HazMat suit). Debt collection is a 
thankless job. When is the last time anyone was happy to hear 
from a debt collector? It’s also a short-lived job for most 
collectors as they typically work for a minimal salary with 
some commission for collections. 

Since most of us avoid conversations with collectors, they 
tend to have to move quickly when they finally do reach us. 
The actual act of collection turns into an emotional challenge, 
game if you will, as many debt collectors are trained to find 
your weak spot (fear, anxiety, anger, shame and guilt) 
regarding your debt. If they can elicit an emotional response 
from you, they may be able to get a payment from you. 

I’m not making any excuses for their actions. I have dealt 
with some pretty nasty collectors. Here are some things I’ve 
directly experienced while helping clients: 

1. Debt Collector: “You’re stupid!” (told to immigrant 
client who’s thick accent made it hard to understand 
her English) 

2. Debt Collector: (To client’s request to speak to his 
Supervisor) “I am the Supervisor. And right now I 
control whether you’ll ever have access to credit 
again.” 

3. Debt Collector: (To client’s child who answered 
collection call) “We’re sending the police to take 
away all your toys because your Daddy didn’t pay his 
credit card.” 

These are edge cases, for sure. However, the stress and 
pressure exerted can be just as bad as these direct statements. 
You may have a few stories of your own on this front. I hope 
you’ll share them in the comments section. 

Your Rights 
So what are your rights? Have you heard about the Fair 

Debt Collection Practices Act (FDCPA)? This is the statute 
that governs the actions of debt collectors and clearly defines 
your rights. This is worth five to ten minutes of your time to 
review. 

Specific collection practices that are illegal include: 

 You can’t be harassed. They can’t physically threaten 
you or curse at you. They are not supposed to 
embarrass you by publishing your debt or calling 
your employer or relatives. 

 They can’t call you at inconvenient times (including 
at work when you’ve told them not to call you there). 

 They can’t claim to be lawyers when they are not 
(and scare you with threats of lawsuits). 

 They can’t threaten to arrest you. 

 They can’t give false information to credit bureaus. 

 They can’t seize property or tell you they will garnish 
your wages or attach property (unless they’ve gone 
through the court system and won the right to do so). 

According to the FDCPA, you have a right to: 

 A written notice telling you the amount of the debt, 
the name of the creditor and the actions you can take 
if you believe you don’t own the debt. 

 If you give a debt collector money to make a 
payment on a specific debt, the money must be 
applied to the debt as you instructed. A debt collector 
can’t apply your payment to a debt you believe you 
do not owe. 

 Only be contacted during reasonable hours (between 
8:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. local time, your time. not 
theirs). And if you tell them to cease calling 
(especially in written form), they are supposed to 
stop. 

Want more insight on your rights? The Federal Trade 
Commission has a host of resources regarding the FDCPA. 

How to Resolve Debt Problems 
So, let’s turn to the solutions. How do you resolve a debt 

collection issue? Here’s the process I’ve been using with my 
clients: 

1. Straighten out your budget (so you know what you 
can and cannot afford to pay). 

2. Get, check and correct your credit report. 

3. Prioritize first things first (Rent/Mortgage, 
food/medicine, basic utilities and transportation to 
and from work). 

4. Rank and order your debts. 

5. Approach one collector at a time (when possible). 

6. Request validation of the debt. 

7. Determine if you can pay in full, pay over time 
(monthly) or settle the debt (Another topic for 
another post, Debt Settlement. 

8. Negotiate and agree in writing. 

9. Make good on this new commitment. 

10. Start this checklist again with the next debt. 

When you have negotiated and reached agreement on 
your payment, here’s a very specific solution for how to 
complete that payment: 

1. Make sure you have a written agreement signed by 
both parties BEFORE you start making payments. 

2. Pay by money order or cashier’s check (and save 
your receipts). 

3. Mail your payments by certified mail receipt 
requested (the kind where they have to sign and date 
when they received payment). 

I know this is a lot of extra work on your part, but it will 
protect you long term should any collector come back to you 
later and claim you didn’t pay or didn’t pay in full. Yes, this 
happens! 

Conclusion 
I’ve seen a lot of debt problems in my career as a 

Financial Counselor; my own plus thousands of clients. 
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Income level is not a barrier to debt problems. I’ve counseled 
the homeless and the jobless in shelters. I’ve counseled people 
with six figure incomes who are impeccably dressed in 
designer clothes, drive newer model cars and live in 
“McMansion” homes. When we spend more than we make 
and borrow to do it, we are all in debt and one misstep away 
from falling into the yucky world of debt collection. 

On that note, let me raise a quick caution flag. If you are 
under the gun of pressure from a debt collector and seeking 
answers for relief, be careful. 

Don’t fall for the “quick fix solution.” Let me say 
emphatically that the items on the following list are NOT 
solutions to your problem (they may even make matters 
worse): 

 rapid refund/anticipation loans 

 pay day loans 

 title loans on your car 

 excessive interest loans from finance companies 

 debt settlement contracts 

 a debt management plan that you can’t afford to pay 

 a consolidation loan that has high interest rates or 
takes a very long time to repay 

Bottom Line: There is no “magic pill” to clean up bad 
debts. We are all responsible to address our issues. 

In my “close call” lawsuit, I did owe the money. I should 
have acted sooner in speaking directly to the allergist office to 
resolve the mix up. Take a lesson from me and act sooner 
rather than later. It can be very costly if you don’t. It really 
hurt sending that $700 check to the debt collector. 

As I guess you can sense, there’s a lot more I could cover 
regarding debt collection but I can’t get to everything in this 
entry. We’ll probably have to revisit this topic again in the 
future (and I sure would like to come up for air right about 
now). But I did hit the high points and gave you some 
practical tips. I shared my personal debt collection experience 
and a little of what I’m dealing with when working with my 
clients. I know you have a few stories of your own. So, let’s 
hear about them in the comment section. Someone could be 
helped by hearing your story and advice. I’ve done my part in 
sharing this entry. How about you? 

P.S. Next time, we will have a guest entry from my fellow 
Financial Counselor, Brian Pampuro. We work together at the 
same base. Brian will be blogging about the Month of the 
Military Child. Brian has three kids of his own and a wealth of 
stories regarding parenthood. Here’s a preview from him: 

“As parents, we often agonize over what type of gift we 
want to get for our kids during the holidays or when their 
birthday is fast approaching. April is Month of the Military 
Child and I will address the best gift a parent can give a 
child… the ability to save and manage money smartly.” 

 
YOUR Navy Operating Forward from Navy Live, 

March 19 
Right now your Navy is 100% on watch around the globe 

helping to preserve the American way of life. Whether it be 
operating and training in the waters off the coast of Virginia or 
forward deployed to the South China Sea, the flexibility and 

presence provided by our U.S. naval forces provides national 
leaders with great options for protecting and maintaining our 
national security and interests around the world. The imagery 
below highlights the Navy’s ability to provide those options 
by operating forward. 

 ARABIAN GULF - Sailors assigned to guided-missile 
destroyer USS John Paul Jones (DDG 53), transfer six 
rescued Filipino mariners to U.S. Coast Guard Cutter 
Baranof (WPB 1318). John Paul Jones rescued the 
mariners when their ship, the Liberian-flagged motor 
vessel (MV) Stolt Valor, caught on fire. 

 STRAIT OF HORMUZ - An SH-60B Sea Hawk 
helicopter patrols the area as USS Carl Vinson (CVN 
70) transits the Strait of Hormuz. 

 ARABIAN GULF - Sailors aboard the Ticonderoga-
class guided-missile cruiser USS Bunker Hill (CG 52) 
pull chock and chains of an MH-60S Sea Hawk 
helicopter. 

 NAVAL SUPPORT ACTIVITY, Bahrain - A Talon 
remote-controlled robot investigates a simulated 
improvised explosive device during an emergency 
response training event. 

 Search and rescue swimmers retrieve an MK 46 Mod 
5A torpedo during a recoverable exercise torpedo firing 
exercise. 

 ATLANTIC OCEAN - The Arleigh Burke class 
guided-missile destroyer USS Porter (DDG 78) fires its 
MK-45 lightweight 5-inch gun during an exercise. 

 ATLANTIC OCEAN - The guided-missile destroyer 
USS Laboon (DDG 58) conducts a replenishment at 
sea with the Military Sealift Command fleet 
replenishment oiler USNS John Lenthall (T-AO 189). 

 GULF OF LA SPEZIA - An MH-60S Sea Hawk 
helicopter, Ghostrider 53, assigned to Helicopter Sea 
Combat Squadron 28, Det. 1, conducts a shipboard 
extraction from the Italian navy training vessel Piave 
with members of the Italian navy Operational Raider 
Group. 

 SASEBO, Japan - The Virginia-class attack submarine 
USS North Carolina (SSN 777) arrives at Fleet 
Activities Sasebo. 

View Gallery (9 Photos) 
Your Navy TODAY (Mar. 15-18, 2012) 
On any given day, in your Navy, our team of more than 

600,000 professional Sailors and Civilians are working 
together around the globe to perform our mission: deter 
aggression and, if deterrence fails, win our Nation’s wars. It is 
not possible to share every aspect of this global team but, 
through this blog, we offer you a glimpse of what these men 
and women do. 

View Mar. 15 Gallery (4 Photos) 
View Mar. 16 Gallery (4 Photos) 
View Mar. 19 Gallery (4 Photos) 
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On This Day In The Navy: 
1951: In Operation Summit, the first combat helicopter landing in history, U.S. Marines were landed in Korea. 
 

TOP STORIES: 
1. In China, Panetta Says American Focus On Asia Is No Threat 
(NEW YORK TIMES 20 SEP 12) ... Thom Shanker and Ian Johnson 

BEIJING — Defense Secretary Leon E. Panetta declared Wednesday that the United States was not trying to contain a rising 
China, and he emphasized that with patience and effort current tensions between the giant rivals on opposite sides of the Pacific could 
be resolved. 

 
2. USS Eisenhower On Gulf Alert Sees ‘No Problems’ From Iran 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 19 SEP 12) ... Tony Capaccio 

Computer terminals glow in the darkened Combat Direction Center of the USS Dwight D. Eisenhower as they process feeds from 
sensors tracking any air, surface or underwater vessel within striking range. 

 
3. PACOM Supports China Invite To RIMPAC 2014 
(NAVY TIMES 19 SEP 12) ... Gidget Fuentes 

SAN DIEGO — The next iteration of the biannual Rim of the Pacific military exercises could include China’s navy, a move the 
top U.S. commander in the Pacific said Wednesday is “the right thing to do.” 

 

ASIA – PACIFIC: 
4. SecDef: U.S., Japan Agree On New Defense System 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 19 SEP 12) ... Lolita C. Baldor 

TOKYO — U.S. Defense Secretary Leon Panetta said Monday that U.S. and Japanese officials have agreed to put a second 
defense system in Japan aimed at protecting the country from the threat of a missile attack from North Korea. 

 
5. Panetta Reassurance To China On Strategy Leaves Skeptics 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 19 SEP 12) ... Gopal Ratnam 

U.S. Defense Secretary Leon Panetta tried on his first visit to China to assure his hosts the Pentagon’s strategy for the Asia-
Pacific region isn’t aimed at constraining their military. He didn’t convince everyone. 

 
6. Panetta Urges Beijing To Resolve Island Spat 
Presumed next president Xi tells defense secretary that Japan must 'rein in' behavior; ministry warns of 
trade impact 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 20 SEP 12) ... Julian E. Barnes 

BEIJING—U.S. Defense Secretary Leon Panetta met Wednesday with China's presumed next leader and urged a peaceful 
solution to a territorial dispute with Japan, an issue that a Chinese official said could damage coming trade talks and economic ties 
between the two Asian powers. 

 
7. China Unveils Another Stealth Fighter During Panetta Trip 
(DEFENSE NEWS 19 SEP 12) ... Wendell Minnick 

TAIPEI — Photos of a new Chinese stealth fighter, dubbed the J-21 and/or J-31, appeared on Chinese-language military blogs 
this week in time for U.S. Defense Secretary Leon Panetta’s trip to China. 
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8. Pacific Commander: China Central To Growing Interest In Asia 
San Diego described as door step to a vital region 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 19 SEP 12) ... Gretel C. Kovach 

Even as a growing fleet of U.S. warships contend with flare-ups in the Middle East, a vital rebalancing of America’s military and 
strategic interests toward the Asia-Pacific is proceeding apace, the four-star combatant commander overseeing the Pacific said 
Wednesday during a visit to San Diego. 

 
9. Japan's Budget Request Targets Capabilities To Defend Sea Lanes 
(DEFENSE NEWS 17 SEP 12) ... Paul Kallander-Umezu 

TOKYO — Japan's defense budget request, although 1.7 percent lower than the current budget, continues a restructuring of the 
nation's military posture to strengthen its communications, command and control, surveillance, cyber and missile defense capabilities, 
especially as related to China. 

 
10. U.S. Navy Aims For 'Sustainable Impact' In The Pacific 
(AUSTRALIAN BROADCASTING CORPORATION 20 SEP 12) ... Geraldine Coutts 

The U.S. Navy is re-focusing more towards the Pacific but that doesn't just mean warships. 
 

MIDEAST: 
11. Western Report - Iran Ships Arms, Personnel To Syria Via Iraq 
(REUTERS 20 SEP 12) ... Louis Charbonneau 

UNITED NATIONS (Reuters) - Iran has been using civilian aircraft to fly military personnel and large quantities of weapons 
across Iraqi airspace to Syria to aid President Bashar al-Assad in his attempt to crush an 18-month uprising against his government, 
according to a Western intelligence report seen by Reuters. 

 
12. Iran: Top Nuclear Negotiator Calls Talks With Big Powers ‘Constructive’ 
(NEW YORK TIMES 20 SEP 12) ... Rick Gladstone 

Saeed Jalili, Iran’s top negotiator in talks with the big powers over his country’s disputed uranium enrichment program, called 
negotiations with Catherine Ashton, his counterpart, “constructive and helpful,” the official Islamic Republic News Agency reported 
on Wednesday. The talks on Tuesday in Istanbul, their first face-to-face meeting in three months, produced no breakthroughs, and it 
remained unclear when they would meet again. 

 

AFGHANISTAN: 
13. Officer: Insider Attacks Aimed At Western Resolve 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 19 SEP 12) ... Robert Burns 

WASHINGTON — A series of "insider attacks" against U.S. and allied troops by Afghan forces are an attempt by the Taliban to 
drive a wedge between coalition and Afghan troops, a senior officer said Wednesday. But he said that while Western troops are now 
warier of Afghan partners, they are determined to avoid a full breakdown in trust. 

 
14. What Happens When The U.S. Leaves? 
Afghan fighters wonder whether they can go it alone 
(USA TODAY 20 SEP 12) ... Carmen Gentile 

NANGALAM BASE, Kunar Province, Afghanistan -- A former resistance fighter during the Soviet occupation of his country, 
Afghan Col. Turab Adil knows that Afghans can put up a good fight. 

 
15. Afghanistan: Why Don't We Leave Now? 
The rise in attacks by Afghan forces against Western troops is threatening U.S.-Afghan military cooperation 
– a key reason to stay until 2014. The trend could affect the U.S. exit strategy. 
(CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR 19 SEP 12) ... Anna Mulrine, Staff writer  

WASHINGTON -- Why can’t we just leave Afghanistan now? It’s the unspoken question that top Pentagon officials are 
endeavoring to answer in their assurances that America must stay its course in the war-torn country. 

 

MINE EXERCISE: 
16. U.S. Beefs Up Presence Closer To Iran’s Shores 
(ABC NEWS 19 SEP 12) ... Nick Schifrin 

Nearly 50 miles from Iran sails the nuclear-powered USS Eisenhower — never before has the U.S. flexed so much muscle so 
close to the Muslim nation. 
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17. I'm Fifty Miles Off The Coast Of Iran On A U.S. Aircraft Carrier And It's Business As Usual 
(BUSINESS INSIDER 19 SEP 12) ... Robert Johnson 

Heading north on the aircraft carrier Eisenhower about 50 miles off the coast of Iran, it's very easy to forget the problems with 
Tehran and its nuclear program. 

 

AFRICA: 
18. Ex-Commander In Afghanistan Eyed For Africa 
(NEW YORK TIMES 20 SEP 12) ... Eric Schmitt and Thom Shanker 

WASHINGTON — Gen. David M. Rodriguez, a former top Army commander in Afghanistan, has been chosen by the Pentagon 
to take charge of the military’s Africa Command, which in the wake of the Arab Spring has become one of the Defense Department’s 
most challenging theaters of operation. 

 

PERSONNEL: 
19. One Year Later, Military Says Gay Policy Is Working 
(NEW YORK TIMES 20 SEP 12) ... Elisabeth Bumiller 

WASHINGTON — Every Tuesday and Friday morning in a dining area tucked behind Dunkin’ Donuts in the Pentagon’s main 
food court, a gay coffee group meets to talk, do a little business and tell a few jokes. 

 

AVIATION: 
20. Pentagon Stands By Tough Joint Strike Fighter Talk 
(DOD BUZZ 19 SEP 12) ... Michael Hoffman 

The Defense Department’s deputy secretary didn’t back off the sharp criticism levied Monday at Lockheed Martin by Maj. Gen. 
Christopher Bogdan, the incoming F-35 acquisition chief. 

 
21. USMC Stands Up Small UAV Training 
(DEFENSE NEWS 17 SEP 12) ... James Sanborn 

Hundreds of U.S. Marines will begin receiving advanced training in the use of UAVs before deploying to the war zone. 
 

SURFACE FLEET: 
22. 1st ‘Pier At Sea’ Nears Completion 
(NAVY TIMES 24 SEP 12) ... Christopher P. Cavas 

The first of the Navy’s new mobile landing platform ships is structurally complete, although interior work is continuing at the 
General Dynamics National Steel and Shipbuilding Co. in San Diego. 

 

NUCLEAR TRIAD: 
23. DoD Leaders Reemphasize Commitment To Nuclear Triad 
(DEFENSE DAILY 20 SEP 12) ... Pat Host 

NATIONAL HARBOR, Md.--Defense Department leaders re-emphasized their commitment to the nuclear triad this week at the 
Air Force Association's 2012 Air and Space Exposition here. 

 

ACQUISTION / CONTRACTS: 
24. DoD To Back Off Push For Type of Fixed-Price Contract 
(DEFENSE DAILY 20 SEP 12) ... Emelie Rutherford 

The Pentagon overreacted when it pushed for having one type of fixed-price contract with industry and will acknowledge the need 
for varied types of business deals in a new acquisition effort, a senior official said. 

 

NGEN: 
25. Navy’s $4.5 Billion Network Faces Cost Overrun Risk, GAO Says 
(BLOOMBERG GOVERNMENT 20 SEP 12) ... Nick Taborek 

Flaws in the U.S. Navy’s plan for a $4.5 billion communications network contract are making more delays and higher costs 
increasingly likely, government auditors said. 

 

  



 4

CYBER: 
26. Pentagon Slow To Improve Computer Defenses, Official Says 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 19 SEP 12) ... David Lerman 

The Defense Department is moving “way too slowly” to protect the U.S. from cyber attacks, the Pentagon’s No. 2 official said 
today. 

 
27. Private Networks Vulnerable To Cyber Attack: Pentagon 
(REUTERS 19 SEP 12) ... Andrea Shalal-Esa 

WASHINGTON -- Privately-owned computer networks remain vulnerable to cyber attacks, and many U.S. companies are not 
doing enough to protect them, Deputy Defense Secretary Ashton Carter said on Wednesday. 

 
28. Carter: DoD Considering Separate Cyber Command 
(DEFENSE DAILY 20 SEP 12) ... Pat Host 

NATIONAL HARBOR, Md.--The Defense Department is considering establishing an independent cyber warfare combatant 
command that could directly report to the Office of the Secretary of Defense (OSD). 

 

ARCTIC: 
29. Ending Its Summer Melt, Arctic Sea Ice Sets A New Low That Leads To Warnings 
(NEW YORK TIMES 20 SEP 12) ... Justin Gillis 

The drastic melting of Arctic sea ice has finally ended for the year, scientists announced Wednesday, but not before demolishing 
the previous record — and setting off new warnings about the rapid pace of change in the region. 

 

OUTREACH: 
30. America Needs A Robust Navy 
(SAVANNAH (GA) MORNING NEWS 20 SEP 12) ... Rear Adm. Willie Metts 

This year marks the bicentennial of the War of 1812. Many of the qualities that shaped and helped the Navy win 200 years ago 
still hold true today: The fighting spirit of the Navy’s Sailors, the Navy’s innovation and technological supremacy, the direct link 
between a strong Navy and a prosperous America through free world trade, and the Navy’s key role in preserving American 
sovereignty. 

 

COMMENTARY: 
31. It Will Take Adults To Handle Sequestration 
(WASHINGTON POST 20 SEP 12) ... Walter Pincus 

“My hope is that following the presidential election, whatever adults remain in the two political parties will make the 
compromises necessary to put this country back in order.” 

 
32. Chinese Navy Grows New Muscle To Flex In Region 
(SYDNEY MORNING HERALD 20 SEP 12) ... Michael Richardson 

In the latest step in its naval modernisation and expansion, China recently announced that it was accelerating serial production of 
an advanced destroyer. This will tilt the regional balance of power at sea in its favour and put it in a stronger position to enforce its 
sovereignty claims over Taiwan and in the South and East China seas. 

 
33. The USS Fort Worth Has Finally Arrived 
(FORT WORTH STAR-TELEGRAM 20 SEP 12) ... Editorial 

You have to hand it to U.S. Rep. Kay Granger: She latched onto the idea of getting a Navy ship named after Fort Worth and never 
let go. 

 
34. From Annapolis To Afghanistan 
Book shows how 9/11 changed the future for Naval Academy Class of 2002 
(BALTIMORE SUN 20 SEP 12) ... Susan Reimer 

They were walking to class on that bright blue September morning when the World Trade Center buildings and the Pentagon 
were hit and when a plane destined for Washington crashed into a Pennsylvania field. 
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TOP STORIES: 
1. In China, Panetta Says American Focus On Asia Is No Threat 
(NEW YORK TIMES 20 SEP 12) ... Thom Shanker and Ian Johnson 

BEIJING — Defense Secretary Leon E. Panetta declared 
Wednesday that the United States was not trying to contain a 
rising China, and he emphasized that with patience and effort 
current tensions between the giant rivals on opposite sides of 
the Pacific could be resolved. 

Mr. Panetta concluded a three-day visit in Beijing with a 
high-profile session with China’s presumptive next leader, 
Vice President Xi Jinping, an encounter that required Mr. 
Panetta to stay an extra day. He also participated in a 
discussion with future commanders at a People’s Liberation 
Army academy. 

The meeting with Mr. Xi in the Great Hall of the People 
was viewed as additional proof that Mr. Xi was clear of 
whatever physical or political ailments had pushed him from 
public view for two weeks and had prompted speculation 
about whether he would ascend to China’s top post. Mr. Xi 
greeted Mr. Panetta with a vigorous handshake and a broad 
smile, and he said the meeting “would be very helpful in 
further advancing” ties between the United States and China. 

Mr. Panetta echoed that sentiment. “We are two great 
Pacific nations with common concerns,” he told Mr. Xi. “We 
want to begin what you have called a ‘new model’ 
relationship, and we can begin with better military-to-military 
relations. I am convinced that we will be able to improve our 
dialogue.” 

According to Xinhua, China’s official news agency, Mr. 
Xi addressed the heated sovereignty conflict with Japan over 
several tiny islands, strongly condemning Japan’s purchase of 
them as “a farce.” Mr. Xi was also quoted as saying to Mr. 
Panetta, “Japan should rein in its behavior and stop any words 
and acts that undermine China’s sovereignty and territorial 
integrity.” 

But it appeared that the Chinese and American 
delegations were more intent on avoiding conflict over their 
often-competing policies, not arguing about them. For 
instance, after Mr. Panetta’s meeting Tuesday with the 
Chinese defense minister, Gen. Liang Guanglie, the general 
made public comments about the dispute with Japan, 
threatening Japan with unspecified “further actions,” but made 
no mention of the fact that the defense secretary of Japan’s 
closest military ally was standing next to him. 

Mr. Panetta reiterated American policy that Washington 
would take no sides in territorial disputes across the region 
and was urging all parties to seek a peaceful, negotiated 
settlement. 

Mr. Panetta’s weeklong mission to Japan, China and New 
Zealand was intended to show allies that the United States’ 
planned strategic rebalancing toward Asia is a reality, not just 
talk. But he also was seeking to reassure Beijing that the new 
American focus on the region, which includes shifting some 
military resources from others regions to Asia and the Pacific, 
is not a threat to China. 

“Our rebalance to the Asia-Pacific region is not an 
attempt to contain China,” Mr. Panetta said Wednesday in a 
speech to People’s Liberation Army officers and cadets. “It is 
an attempt to engage China and expand its role in the Pacific.” 

Mr. Panetta said at the Armored Forces Engineering 
Academy that a Chinese warship would be invited to join a 
major Pacific exercise hosted by the United States in waters 
off Hawaii, and he lauded Chinese cooperation in antipiracy 
missions off the Horn of Africa. 

Mr. Xi’s meeting with Mr. Panetta coincided with 
remarks by a former chief executive of Hong Kong, Tung 
Chee-hwa, that Mr. Xi’s earlier absence from public view had 
been tied to a back injury sustained while swimming. 

Mr. Xi was not seen in public during the first two weeks 
of September, giving rise to a variety of rumors: that he had 
hurt his back, or had a heart attack or was in political trouble. 
Although Mr. Tung’s comments in a television interview in 
New York were not official, they were the first on-the-record 
remarks on the matter by a person close to the Chinese 
leadership. During Mr. Xi’s absence, Chinese officials refused 
to comment. 

Mr. Panetta was asked to assess Mr. Xi and the intrigue 
surrounding his absence from public view. “Frankly, my 
impression was that he was very healthy and very engaged,” 
Mr. Panetta said during a session with reporters. “I guess 
you’ll have to ask them what issues were involved here.” 

He said Chinese leaders had urged that the American 
rebalancing in Asia not be solely military, but should include 
enhanced diplomatic and economic engagement as well. 

“These interactions made it clear to me that the leaders of 
both of our countries are sincerely working toward the same 
goal: to build a sustained and substantive United States-China 
defense relationship that supports the broader United States-
China cooperative partnership,” Mr. Panetta said. “That is why 
an essential element of our rebalancing effort is the 
constructive bilateral relationship with China.” Mr. Panetta 
said he and his Chinese counterparts had discussed the 
expanding realm of computer network warfare. The United 
States has blamed people from China and Russia for many of 
the recent cyberattacks on American government computer 
networks. 

Despite the friendly official meetings this week, signs of 
underlying tensions lingered. On Tuesday, the American 
ambassador’s car was surrounded by protesters, apparently 
concerned about the island-sovereignty dispute with Japan, as 
it tried to enter the compound. The car, in which the 
ambassador, Gary Locke, was riding, was quickly freed by 
Chinese police officers and entered the embassy. 

“It was all over in a matter of minutes,” Mr. Locke told 
reporters traveling with Mr. Panetta. “I never felt in any 
danger.” 

While in Beijing, Pentagon officials also announced an 
accord on an issue that has vexed Washington’s relations with 
Tokyo, where Mr. Panetta visited earlier this week. 

Residents on the Japanese island of Okinawa had 
protested the deployment of the Marine Corps tilt-rotor troop 
transport called the Osprey, which has had a series of crashes. 
It had arrived in Okinawa but had been ordered not to fly. That 
ban has now been lifted and the Ospreys can fly, the officials 
said. But it was not clear how the deal would affect tensions 
on Okinawa. 

Return to Index 
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2. USS Eisenhower On Gulf Alert Sees ‘No Problems’ From Iran 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 19 SEP 12) ... Tony Capaccio 

Computer terminals glow in the darkened Combat 
Direction Center of the USS Dwight D. Eisenhower as they 
process feeds from sensors tracking any air, surface or 
underwater vessel within striking range. 

The center is dominated by a Ship Shelf Defense System 
made by Raytheon Co. that would display the first signs of an 
Iranian threat, such as a Silkworm anti-ship missile, a 
submarine or a swarm of fast patrol boats speeding toward the 
1,092-foot-long aircraft carrier and its crew of more than 
6,200 men and women. 

“No problems at all” have been detected so far as the 
carrier and the cruiser in its strike group, the USS Hue City, 
made three transits through the Strait of Hormuz since arriving 
in July from its home port of Norfolk, Virginia, Navy 
Commander Steve Wyss told visitors to the carrier in the 
Persian Gulf. 

The Eisenhower is the largest instrument of U.S. power in 
the gulf, aimed at reassuring allies and keeping open the Strait, 
through which as much as 20 percent of traded oil is shipped 
daily, in the face of intermittent threats by Iran to mine it, sink 
a tanker, or make other moves to close it. 

“We still think it’s an international strait,” and “we will 
continue to move in and out of it,” the Eisenhower’s 
commander, Captain Marcus Hitchcock, told reporters on his 
bridge during a Sept. 18 visit to the carrier in the middle of the 
Gulf about 70 miles (113 kilometers) from Iran. 

Iranian officials periodically have threatened to close the 
Strait, which is 21 miles wide at its narrowest point, in 
response to economic sanctions from the U.S. and allies aimed 
at forcing Iran to abandon its suspected nuclear weapons 
program, as well as Israeli threats to mount a military attack. 

Iranian Guard 
“If a war takes place in the Persian Gulf with one side 

being the U.S. and the West, it is natural that the security of 
the Strait of Hormuz will be harmed,” the commander-in-chief 
of Iran’s Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps, Major General 
Mohammad Ali Jafari, said Sept. 16, according to the Islamic 
Republic News Agency. He also said that “nothing will 
remain” of Israel if it attacks. 

So far, oil markets remain unmoved by the Iranian threats. 
Brent oil for November settlement fell $3.84, or 3.4 percent, to 
$108.19 a barrel yesterday on the London-based ICE Futures 
Europe. It was the lowest close since Aug. 2. Brent, a 
benchmark for more than half of the world’s oil, has risen 
from $89.23 on June 21, which was the lowest settlement 
since December 2010. 

The Eisenhower is providing air cover for a mine-clearing 
exercise in the Persian Gulf involving the U.S. and 29 other 
nations. The Eisenhower alternates on duty in the Gulf with 
the USS Enterprise, which is in the Arabian Sea providing air 
support for U.S. troops in Afghanistan. 

Frequent Dealings 
For all the tension over Iran and warnings from its 

officials, “we deal with the Iranian navy and Revolutionary 
Guard almost on a daily basis. They are very professional 
navies,” Hitchcock said. “We have not threatened. They have 
not threatened.” 

The message was repeated in a briefing for reporters by 
Rear Admiral Michael Manazir, commander of Carrier Strike 
Group 8, and in a message he delivered later to the carrier’s 
entire crew over the Eisenhower’s public-address system. 

Should the situation turn hostile, officials said, they’re 
well-trained and equipped to handle a swarming attack by 
some of the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps navy’s small 
boats. 

“Fast-attack craft -- they are small, they are 
maneuverable, they carry explosives, they carry small arms,” 
Manazir told reporters. “They are a threat, but we train to that 
threat and we can address them with our surface ships, 
helicopters, and our fixed-wing aircraft.” 

Upgrading Vessels 
The Navy also has accelerated delivery to the Gulf of 

specialized Griffin missiles made by Waltham, Massachusetts- 
based Raytheon (RTN) and machine guns with laser trackers 
to upgrade U.S. coastal-patrol vessels to defend against the 
boats. 

Manazir, who served on the carrier USS Nimitz in the 
Gulf and studied the U.S. Navy’s response in 1986 and 1987, 
when Iran mined parts of the Gulf, said the threat “is 
essentially the same.” 

“What has gotten more sophisticated is the actual 
weapons systems and guidance systems,” he said. “Those 
boats have gotten more capable, and they’ve bought more of 
them or produced more of them,” he said. 

The Pentagon’s 2010 assessment of Iran’s military power 
listed four midget submarines, 80 patrol craft and 18 guided 
missile patrol boats under control of the Islamic Revolutionary 
Guard Corps navy. The IRGC also “controls hundreds of 
small patrol boats,” it said. 

Italian Speedboats 
Since the 1990s, the Guard navy has purchased Italian-

made speedboats and has been making them domestically, 
according a 2009 report by the U.S. Office of Naval 
Intelligence. 

It also has Chinese-built C-14 missile boats and North 
Korean-made “semi-submersible” vessels that can carry two 
torpedoes. 

“When you have a lot of boats” they must be defended 
against in a multifaceted manner because that’s “a rather 
difficult threat,” Manazir told reporters. “But we train against 
it. We have weapons that are effective against them, and I 
think we would do just fine.” 

“It’s very difficult for Iran to operate small boats in high 
seas,” he said, referring to the Gulf’s sometimes heavy seas. 
“Sometimes the conditions out here don’t lend themselves to 
small-boat operations.” 

Asked if Iran’s capabilities have made the Eisenhower 
more vulnerable, Manazir said, “We provide protection around 
the carrier, either carrier defenses” or “the umbrellas around 
it” from the 42 Boeing Co. (BA) F/A-18 Hornet aircraft on 
board and the four vessels of the strike group. 

“When we go through the Strait we are very well- 
protected,” Manazir said. “I don’t think the threat changed to 
the point were we say we can’t bring the carrier in here.” 
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“These are fairly big ships,” he said. “You start moving 
an aircraft carrier 33 knots -- pretty difficult to catch.” 

View Clip 
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3. PACOM Supports China Invite To RIMPAC 2014 
(NAVY TIMES 19 SEP 12) ... Gidget Fuentes 

SAN DIEGO — The next iteration of the biannual Rim of 
the Pacific military exercises could include China’s navy, a 
move the top U.S. commander in the Pacific said Wednesday 
is “the right thing to do.” 

Defense Secretary Leon Panetta, traveling in China as 
part of a trip to Asia, told reporters in Beijing the Navy will 
invite China to send a ship to participate in RIMPAC 2014. 

“Our fundamental goal is to build a U.S.-China military-
to-military relationship that is healthy, stable, reliable, 
continuous and transparent,” Panetta said at a joint press 
conference with Gen. Liang Guanglie, China’s defense 
minister. 

Adm. Sam Locklear, who heads U.S. Pacific Command in 
Hawaii, said he had recommended that Panetta invite China to 
RIMPAC, the world’s largest multi-national maritime 
exercise. 

“I hope that they bring a ship, and I hope that they bring a 
crew ready to learn and to be interoperable,” said Locklear, 
speaking with reporters after a breakfast speech to the San 
Diego Military Affairs Council at Point Loma Naval Base. “I 
think they will be welcomed by the rest of the international 
community in the Asia-Pacific as a productive security 
partner.” 

Locklear oversaw the 2008 RIMPAC exercises while he 
commanded San Diego-based 3rd Fleet. “This had been a 
concern to the Chinese, that they had not been invited” for this 
year’s exercise, he said. Twenty-two ships joined in the war 
games held off Hawaii — it was the largest RIMPAC so far — 
and the training exercises included a focus on humanitarian 
and disaster relief operations that have garnered much interest 
among Chinese officials. 

Locklear said having China participate in any way is a 
good next step. Military officials long have complained about 
China’s lack of transparency, particularly about their large 
defense force, even as it has become a major global economic 
power. “This is really a country of contradictions,” he told the 
San Diego audience, describing its “walled-in society” from 
his travels there. “They are going to have to come out behind 
their walls.” 

“Their military has to reach out more to the militaries in 
the region. I think that they don’t think they are not 
transparent,” Locklear said, speaking with reporters. “So 
bringing them into the international security environment in a 
way that allows them to be comfortable to be operating with 
other partners and neighbors in the region ... will help them 

better understand what we mean about them being more 
transparent.” 

China’s participation in a U.S.-China anti-piracy exercise, 
held in the Gulf of Aden earlier this month, is a “good step,” 
he said, and he hopes that willingness to join with the U.S. 
will continue. 

“Our alternatives are, if we don’t do it, we would 
potentially allow them to isolate themselves in ways that 
wouldn’t be good for the security environment,” he said. 

The Pacific Command is looking at expanding 
engagement and exchanges with other countries, including 
India and Indonesia, which come as the U.S. turns more 
attention to the Asia-Pacific region in a major rebalancing of 
its military forces shifting from wars in Iraq and Afghanistan. 

The rebalancing is “not just a military rebalance,” 
Locklear said. “We are going to revitalize the alliances that we 
have in the Asia-Pacific,” home to five major treaty partners, 
and “grow additional partnerships.” 

“We are going to seek a long-term strategic partnership 
with India,” he said. “And I think there are good possibilities 
that we will move towards a partnership arrangement with 
China as well. I think that is in the best interest of the global 
security environment.” 

U.S. officials have insisted the rebalancing of forces, 
which includes new deployments and rotations of troops 
overseas to Australia, is not directed to counter China’s rise, 
and they say it won’t include new foreign permanent bases. 

“We are not really looking for additional bases anywhere 
in the Asia Pacific,” Locklear said. “We are looking for 
opportunities to partner with our friends and allies in ways that 
allow a certain level of burden sharing. We both have mutual 
interests, if we can agree to operate from their bases, with their 
forces, in increasing multilateral forums that what you have 
seen in the past.” 

The initial deployment to Australia began this spring with 
250 Hawaii-based Marines, who trained with Australian 
troops from an army base in Darwin. The next unit is expected 
to rotate next spring, spending about six months in Australia 
training with local forces. 

Locklear said he expects the U.S. rotational force, which 
will grow to about 2,500 in a Marine air-ground task force, 
won’t just stay in Australia but will do other operations in the 
Asia-Pacific. “Now that’s the plan,” he said, adding, “there 
won’t be any permanent basing of Marines in Australia. It’ll 
be a rotational, in-and-out, participating in training, bilateral 
and multilateral training in the region.” 
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ASIA – PACIFIC: 
4. SecDef: U.S., Japan Agree On New Defense System 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 19 SEP 12) ... Lolita C. Baldor 

TOKYO — U.S. Defense Secretary Leon Panetta said 
Monday that U.S. and Japanese officials have agreed to put a 

second defense system in Japan aimed at protecting the 
country from the threat of a missile attack from North Korea. 
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The exact location of the radar installation has not yet 
been determined. It will be in the south, U.S. officials said, but 
not in Okinawa. 

Officials stressed that the system would be aimed at 
protecting the region against the threat from North Korea and 
is not directed at China. 

The U.S. already has similar early warning radar systems 
on ships in the Asia-Pacific. 

This second Japan-based system will allow the U.S. 
vessels to spread out and cover other parts of the Asia-Pacific 
region. 

Panetta said the new installation would also be effective 
in protecting the U.S. homeland from a North Korea threat. He 
spoke during a press conference in Tokyo with the Japanese 
defense minister, Satoshi Morimoto. 

Morimoto said it would not be appropriate at this time to 
specify a location for the new radar, and said a date for its 
deployment has not yet been set. 

While officials insisted the radar system would not be 
aimed at China, the decision was sure to raise the ire of 
Beijing. 

The radar will “enhance our ability to defend Japan,” 
Panetta said, adding that he would talk to Chinese leaders 
about the system to assure them that this about protecting the 
U.S. and the region from North Korea’s missile threat. 

“We have made these concerns clear to the Chinese,” he 
said. “For that reason ... we believe it is very important to 
move ahead” with the radar system. 

Japan has worked closely with the U.S. for several years 
on missile defense, and has both land- and sea-based missile 
launchers. 

North Korea’s ballistic missiles are considered a threat to 
security in the Asia-Pacific region because of the risk of 
conflict erupting on the divided and heavily militarized 
Korean peninsula, and because of the secretive North’s 
nuclear weapons program. 

The long-range rockets it is developing have been test-
fired over Japan and could potentially reach the U.S. 

The North conducted its latest long-range rocket launch in 
April, defying a U.N. ban. Pyongyang said the launch was 
intended to send an observation satellite into space but it drew 
international condemnation as the rocket technology is similar 
to that used for ballistic missiles. 

The launch was a failure and the rocket disintegrated 
shortly after takeoff. 

Panetta is on his third trip to Asia in 11 months, reflecting 
the Pentagon’s ongoing shift to put more military focus on the 
Asia-Pacific. 

The defense chief is urging countries involved in 
territorial disputes in the region to find a way to peacefully 
resolve those problems before they spark provocations and 
violence. 

Panetta’s visit to Japan also included discussions with 
Morimoto about the deployment of V-22 Ospreys to the 
southwestern island of Okinawa. Tens of thousands of people 
have protested the hybrid aircraft’s planned use, saying they 
are unsafe. 

The U.S. had hoped to have the aircraft in place as early 
as next month, but Morimoto said no specific date has been set 
on that matter, either. 

The Pentagon plans to deploy 12 of the aircraft, which 
take off and land like a helicopter, but fly like a plane. U.S. 
officials have assured Japanese leaders the Ospreys are safe. 
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5. Panetta Reassurance To China On Strategy Leaves Skeptics 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 19 SEP 12) ... Gopal Ratnam 

U.S. Defense Secretary Leon Panetta tried on his first 
visit to China to assure his hosts the Pentagon’s strategy for 
the Asia-Pacific region isn’t aimed at constraining their 
military. He didn’t convince everyone. 

“We want the U.S. to reconcile their actions and 
statements to make China believe that the U.S. indeed doesn’t 
intend to contain China,” Shen Dingli, director of the Center 
for American Studies at Fudan University in Shanghai, said in 
a telephone interview. 

Panetta may have made his pitch to the Chinese more 
difficult because on the way to Beijing he stopped in Tokyo, 
where plans were announced to place a second U.S. anti-
missile radar system in Japan. While the Pentagon said the 
advanced X- band radar was intended to track ballistic 
missiles from North Korea, Shen said the timing created 
suspicions the U.S. was backing its ally Japan in a dispute 
with China over ownership of uninhabited islands in the East 
China Sea. 

The Pentagon’s global strategy to “rebalance” U.S. 
military assets, announced in January, will result in placing 60 
percent of American naval assets in the Asia-Pacific region, 
up from about 50 percent now, according to Panetta. The U.S. 
plans to redeploy to Guam military forces stationed in Japan 
and rotate a contingent of Marines through Australia, and 
probably also the Philippines. 

Xi Meeting 
After two days of meetings that included visits with his 

Chinese counterpart General Liang Guanglie and Vice 
President Xi Jinping, Panetta said officials in Beijing 
“acknowledge that the U.S. presence in the Pacific isn’t 
something they view as a threat.” At a news conference 
yesterday in Beijing, Panetta said, “No one mentioned 
containment or that our efforts were aimed at China.” 

Still, the U.S. position on the China-Japan island dispute 
became a prism through which U.S.-China ties were being 
judged. Panetta repeatedly said in Beijing that the U.S. isn’t 
taking sides in the island dispute between China and Japan. 

Speaking with cadets at a military academy near Beijing 
yesterday, Panetta told a questioner that he understood China’s 
ordeal at Japan’s hands during World War II. He urged the 
Chinese to move beyond such historical grievances. 

“I understand the deep wounds that China suffered during 
World War II and nobody understands those wounds better 
than the U.S., because the U.S. also suffered deep wounds,” 
Panetta said. “At the same time, we can’t live in the past; we 
must live in the future.” 

Island Standoff 
The standoff over control of the islands, known as Diaoyu 

in Chinese and Senkaku in Japanese, has sparked the worst 
crisis between China and Japan since 2005, endangering a 
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trade relationship that tripled in the past decade to more than 
$340 billion. 

It also comes ahead of a once-a-decade leadership change 
this year in China that was clouded by a two-week absence by 
Vice President Xi, who is in line to be president. 

Xi’s unexplained absence, which sparked speculation 
about his health or turmoil in the leadership, first drew 
attention when he canceled a meeting with U.S. Secretary of 
State Hillary Clinton on Sept. 5. Panetta was the first 
international visitor to meet with the vice president since he 
resurfaced in public over the weekend. 

“I believe that your visit will be very helpful in advancing 
the state-to-state and military-to-military relationship between 
our countries,” Xi told Panetta. 

The vice president “looked very healthy and very 
engaged” during their meeting in Beijing’s Great Hall of the 
People, Panetta told reporters afterward. 

‘Inherent’ Territory 
After meeting with Panetta, Xi criticized Japan’s move 

this week to buy the disputed islands from their private 
Japanese owner, calling the move a “farce,” according to the 
official Xinhua News Agency. 

Liang, the defense minister, said at a news conference this 
week that his country reserved the right to take action on the 
islands, calling them “inherent Chinese territory” that had 
been held by China for more than 500 years before Japan took 
possession. 

Japan, the Philippines and Vietnam -- all of which have 
territorial disputes with China over islands in the East and 
South China Seas -- are “taking this U.S. rebalancing 
opportunity to exert pressure on China,” Shen said, reflecting 
sentiments expressed by Chinese military officers in officially 

approved publications. “While the U.S. can bring about 
stability,” it appears to be creating instability, Shen said. 

China and the Philippines have clashed this year over the 
Scarborough Shoals in the South China Sea. 

Japan’s Responsibility 
Panetta told the military cadets that Japan isn’t immune 

from criticism even though it’s a treaty ally of the U.S. 
“We have made it clear to Japan’s leaders that they have a 

responsibility to resolve this dispute peacefully,” he said. 
Panetta leaves Beijing today for Qingdao where he is to 

meet Vice Admiral Tian Zhong, commander of China’s North 
Sea Fleet. Panetta will also tour a Type 054A frigate and a 
Type 039 diesel-electric submarine. 

Unlike Donald Rumsfeld, a predecessor as defense 
secretary who questioned China’s growing military strength, 
Panetta said the country’s military modernization is 
understandable given its economic growth. 

To improve visits and contacts with Chinese military 
leaders, Panetta invited China to participate in 2014 in the 
Rimpac naval exercise, held every two years off the coast of 
Hawaii. It’s the world’s largest international naval exercise. 

The two nations also discussed ways to improve 
coordination on cybersecurity and outer-space activities, 
Panetta said. 

Chinese officials also said the U.S. rebalancing toward the 
Asia-Pacific region can’t be limited to beefing up its military 
presence, Panetta said. 

Panetta said the U.S. agreed with Chinese calls that the 
approach should “emphasize diplomatic relations, improving 
economic relations and improving aid to the area,” as well as 
security. 
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6. Panetta Urges Beijing To Resolve Island Spat 
Presumed next president Xi tells defense secretary that Japan must 'rein in' behavior; ministry warns of 
trade impact 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 20 SEP 12) ... Julian E. Barnes 

BEIJING—U.S. Defense Secretary Leon Panetta met 
Wednesday with China's presumed next leader and urged a 
peaceful solution to a territorial dispute with Japan, an issue 
that a Chinese official said could damage coming trade talks 
and economic ties between the two Asian powers. 

It also was the first public international meeting for 
Chinese Vice President Xi Jinping, who is widely expected to 
become president in a Chinese leadership transition, after he 
had canceled several others in recent weeks. His appearance, 
following rumors of illness, suggests the once-a-decade 
process is on track and could move forward in coming weeks. 

Mr. Panetta described Mr. Xi as "very healthy and very 
engaged." A senior Chinese adviser told CNN that Mr. Xi had 
hurt his back while practicing sports. 

But Mr. Xi also offered a pointed denunciation of Japan. 
China's state-run Xinhua news agency reported that Mr. Xi 
told Mr. Panetta that the Japanese purchase of disputed islands 
was a "farce" and that Tokyo should "rein in its behavior." 

A U.S. defense official said it was clear from the meeting 
with Mr. Xi that the Chinese "feel very strongly" about the 
Islands. The islands are controlled by Japan but claimed by 
China and Taiwan. They are called Senkaku in Japanese and 
Diaoyu in Chinese. 

Separately, a spokesman for China's Ministry of 
Commerce said the dispute will have an impact on economic 
and trade relations between China and Japan, particularly talks 
over a potential free-trade agreement among the two nations 
and South Korea. 

"We don't want to see it happen, but Japan must take full 
responsibility for it," said Shen Danyang, ministry spokesman. 

At a news conference in Tokyo, Japanese Finance 
Minister Jun Azumi vowed to continue efforts to boost 
financial cooperation with China. He said that acts committed 
by some Chinese protesters were "very disappointing," but 
added that "from the long-term perspective we should 
maintain our policy of trying to enable companies from our 
country to sell or make products in China in a stable manner 
and with a sense of ease." 

Mr. Panetta is on a three-day visit to China aimed at 
improving military-to-military ties, addressing Chinese 
concerns about the U.S. reinvestment in Asian security, and 
tamping down territorial disputes between Beijing and U.S. 
regional allies. 

The visit takes place after days of sometimes violent 
protests in China against the Japanese government's plans to 
buy the Senkaku islands. The protests died down Wednesday 
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amid increasingly tight security and the heavy presence of 
law-enforcement personnel. 

The trip also occurs amid the sensitivities of China's 
leadership change, expected to begin in the weeks ahead. Mr. 
Xi's disappearance from public view sparked rumors of 
illness. After last appearing in public Sept. 1, he canceled 
meetings with Secretary of State Hillary Clinton as well as 
with the prime ministers of Singapore and Denmark. 

Former Hong Kong chief executive Tung Chee-hwa told 
CNN in an interview broadcast on Wednesday that Mr. Xi, 59 
years old, had hurt his back "in sport," which he said he 
believed to be swimming. "He has now recovered, and he is 
now back at work," Mr. Tung said. Mr. Tung is a vice 
chairman of an advisory body to China's rubber-stamp 
legislature. 

On the islands issue, Mr. Panetta told reporters there were 
"a lot of emotions" on both sides but suggested the importance 
that both China and Japan place on good relations with the 
U.S. could help end the flare-up of tensions. 

"By virtue of both countries understanding how important 
that relationship is with the United States, if we can encourage 
both of them to move forward and not have this dispute get 
out of hand, we can play a positive role," he said. 

Mr. Panetta also painted a positive portrait of Mr. Xi, who 
appeared energetic in his joint appearance with the U.S. 

defense secretary at Beijing's Great Hall of the People. "He is 
someone who speaks frankly, speaks candidly," Mr. Panetta 
said. "You don't get the sense that he is pulling his punches or 
reading talking points, but he is someone who is talking from 
the heart." 

The U.S. defense official said that in the meeting with Mr. 
Xi, Mr. Panetta echoed his public comments that both China 
and Japan have a responsibility to settle the dispute peacefully. 

Mr. Panetta's visit comes as the U.S. has moved to add 
new missile defenses and to build up forces in the Asian-
Pacific region. In a speech at the Armored Engineering 
Academy in Beijing on Wednesday, he said his message was 
that the U.S. was placing a renewed focus on Asia because the 
region was critical to its economic, diplomatic and security 
interests, not because Washington sees Beijing as a threat. 

"Our rebalance to the Asia-Pacific region is not an 
attempt to contain China," Mr. Panetta said. "It is an attempt 
to engage China and expand its role in the Pacific." 

Mr. Panetta said the U.S. wanted to create a new model 
for the relationship with China. Like his predecessors, Mr. 
Panetta emphasized that the U.S. requires a stable military-to-
military relationship with China. 

Yajun Zhang in Beijing and Takashi Nakamichi in Tokyo 
contributed to this article. 
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7. China Unveils Another Stealth Fighter During Panetta Trip 
(DEFENSE NEWS 19 SEP 12) ... Wendell Minnick 

TAIPEI — Photos of a new Chinese stealth fighter, 
dubbed the J-21 and/or J-31, appeared on Chinese-language 
military blogs this week in time for U.S. Defense Secretary 
Leon Panetta’s trip to China. 

It is unclear if the appearance of the photos was timed 
with Panetta’s trip, but the first photos of the Chengdu-built J-
20 Black Eagle appeared the same week as former Defense 
Secretary Robert Gates’ visit to China in January 2011. 

The new photographs show a twin-engine stealthy fighter 
with the number 31001 painted on its nose. 

The number suggests it is the J-31 Falcon, said Richard 
Fisher, an Asia military affairs analyst at the Washington-
based International Assessment and Strategy Center, but 
various Chinese-language blogs are debating the designation; 
with some suggesting it is the J-21 Snowy Owl built by 
Shenyang Aircraft Corp. (SAC). 

In June, several videos appeared on the Internet showing a 
fighter fuselage, wrapped in a tarp, being transported along a 
highway from SAC to the Chinese Flight Test Establishment, 
an air force test center at Xian-Yanliang Airbase, Shaanxi 
Province. Whether the fuselage was the J-21 is still a matter of 
debate. 

China’s military is not famous for its transparency, and 
cautious, educated guesswork is often the only indicator of 
what China’s military plans to field. 

Photos of the new stealth fighter indicate it is smaller than 
the J-20 and lacks the forward canards, said Roger Cliff, a 
China air force analyst at the Project 2049 Institute. 

Cliff suspects the J-31 might actually be the J-21. 
Reportedly, the J-20 and J-21 were in competition for 

China’s stealth fighter competition, but the J-20 was rumored 
to have won. This might not be the case, Cliff said. 

“The J-20 and J-21 could represent a high-low mix like 
the U.S. F-22 and F-35, the twist being that people have noted 
that the relatively large J-20 might be better for performing 
strike missions, like a modern version of the F-111, while the 
smaller-but-still-twin-engined J-21 might be better for air-to-
air combat,” he said. “There’s precedent for that as well, with 
the larger [SAC] J-11B being a multirole aircraft while the 
initial versions of the smaller [Chengdu] J-10 were strictly air-
to-air.” 

An alternative possibility, Cliff said, is that the new 
fighter is intended for purely export, “which would explain 
why they have been at such apparent pains recently to make 
sure that people know about it.” 

However, Cliff is skeptical about this alternative due to 
the lack of clarity on what a future non-F-35 fifth-generation 
fighter market is. 

Analysts might have to wait until the Zhuhai Air Show in 
mid-November to discover more about China’s stealth fighter 
program. 
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8. Pacific Commander: China Central To Growing Interest In Asia 
San Diego described as door step to a vital region 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 19 SEP 12) ... Gretel C. Kovach 

Even as a growing fleet of U.S. warships contend with 
flare-ups in the Middle East, a vital rebalancing of America’s 
military and strategic interests toward the Asia-Pacific is 
proceeding apace, the four-star combatant commander 
overseeing the Pacific said Wednesday during a visit to San 
Diego. 

North Korea’s nuclear weapons program, a developing 
strategic partnership between the U.S. and India, and plans to 
base a fleet of Littoral Combat Ships in Singapore are among a 
host of factors boosting the region’s profile, but the rising 
economic and military power of China is paramount, said 
Adm. Samuel Locklear, head of U.S. Pacific Command. 

His command, headquartered in Hawaii, has operational 
control over some 350,000 service members from all branches 
of the armed forces, at installations from San Diego to 
Okinawa, Japan, and beyond. 

China has long been walled off from the world, Locklear 
told the San Diego Military Advisory Council. As it grows 
into a global economic power, “how they come out behind 
these walls will be a critical aspect of our foreign and our 
military policy in the Pacific.” 

During that transition, “how does a mature power, the 
United States, a global power, how do we accept them? If you 
look back at history on how a mature power accepted a rising 
power without conflict, there are not many examples of it,” 
Locklear said. 

Even as it flexes its own might in the region, the U.S. has 
been making overtures to the Chinese military. On 
Wednesday, Defense Secretary Leon Panetta met with 
Chinese military cadets and the man presumed to be the next 
Chinese leader, Xi Jinping. China was also invited to the next 
Rim of the Pacific international military exercise, the largest 
in the world. 

“The stakes are pretty high on this one,” Locklear said. 
“Our military presence in that region is more critical than it 
has been since the end of World War II, to be able to properly 
shape or at least influence the rise of China in a way that 
makes sense.” 

To that end, a rebalancing of U.S. defense assets toward 
the Pacific is under way, and San Diego is its doorstep, 
Locklear said. “The forces that are trained and equipped and 
nurtured here by this magnificent community are very critical 
to the execution of our strategies in that region,” Locklear 
said. 

The Navy aims to homeport about 60 percent of its forces 
on the West Coast, up from about 50 percent. “We are already 
on the high side of the half and half like we used to have,” 
Locklear said. “But it won’t be done in a vacuum. It has to be 
done in recognition that we have other things in the world that 
we will still continue to do.” 

Among other changes, about 250 Marines began this year 
to rotate on six-month tours to Darwin, Australia. Eventually 
as many as 2,500 at a time could deploy there. The Army 
corps based at Fort Lewis, Wash., has been redesignated for 
the Pacific. And Marines and soldiers formerly deployed to 

Afghanistan are streaming back to home installations such as 
Camp Pendleton, freeing them for regional operations that 
have been on the backburner during a decade of combat. 

In the post Iraq and Afghanistan war era, “we’re not 
really looking for additional bases anywhere in the Asia-
Pacific. We are looking for opportunities to partner with our 
friends and allies in ways that allow a certain level of burden 
sharing,” Locklear told San Diego reporters. For instance, the 
Philippines, Indonesia and Vietnam are among countries 
whose governments have expressed interest in expanding 
security ties with the United States. 

The rebalancing of the worldwide Navy fleet was 
intended to send more aircraft carriers, destroyers and cruisers 
to Asia-Pacific over the next four years, according to a 
briefing this summer by Adm. Jonathan Greenert, the Navy’s 
top officer. But the region slated to get the most ships overall 
was the Persian Gulf — going from 25 up to 34. 

New tensions in the Middle East coupled with a 
temporary shortage in deployable aircraft carriers have stalled 
the shift to the West Coast, said retired Vice Adm. Pete Daly, 
chief executive of the U.S. Naval Institute. 

“Demand for naval forces is up, and the big issue right 
now is the tension between the demands of the Middle East 
and the so-called pivot to the Pacific,” said Daly, who 
formerly commanded a strike group in San Diego. 

For example, the aircraft carrier Stennis was forced to 
deploy again four months earlier than planned after returning 
in March from a previous tour, leaving for twice as long as 
anticipated on an eight-month assignment in the Persian Gulf. 

“The Navy had planned by this point and the joint staff ... 
that they would be able to shift assets from the Gulf to the 
Pacific,” and no longer have two full carrier groups in the 
Middle East, Daly said. Now “the feeling is we are going to 
have to have this additional carrier presence for some time. 

“People in the Middle East, in Syria and Iran, Yemen and 
other hot spots, just didn’t get the pivot memo,” Daly said. 

Exacerbating the problem is that instead of 11 deployable 
aircraft carriers, the U.S. is making do with 10 until 2015 
when the Gerald R. Ford comes online, he noted. “There’s not 
enough to go around right now.” 

The confluence of strategic responsibilities and finite 
resources is a balancing act, Locklear said. 

“The Pacific didn’t get any smaller. It’s still a long ways 
to get people there ... it takes a lot of gas, it takes a lot of air 
power. It takes a lot of ships. 

“So on the one hand we have to balance trying to build 
the capacity of our allies ... to be able to help our future 
partners like we hope China would be a future security 
partner,” he said. “But on the other hand we have to balance 
our ability to respond to crises, to contingencies, and if 
necessary to protect America’s interests and to fight and win 
wars when we are told to do that. 

“Sometimes those two seem to be at odds with each 
other.” 
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9. Japan's Budget Request Targets Capabilities To Defend Sea Lanes 
(DEFENSE NEWS 17 SEP 12) ... Paul Kallander-Umezu 

TOKYO — Japan's defense budget request, although 1.7 
percent lower than the current budget, continues a 
restructuring of the nation's military posture to strengthen its 
communications, command and control, surveillance, cyber 
and missile defense capabilities, especially as related to China. 

The 4.57 trillion yen ($58 billion) request for the next 
financial year, starting April 1, actually represents the biggest 
one-year decline in half a century and the lowest total in two 
decades. But Japan's current five-year Mid-Term Defense 
Program (MTDP) of December 2010 has tasked the Defense 
Ministry with bolstering defense of the nation's sea lanes and 
far-flung south-eastern island chain, which extends from 
Okinawa to a few hundred kilometers from Taiwan. 

While there have been no deep cuts in any major 
programs to cover the shift in priorities while the budget has 
slightly declined, savings have been garnered from small 
reductions in troop and staff numbers and from the 
introduction of bulk procurement processes. 

More recently, the MoD has openly acknowledged China, 
which has an increasingly assertive navy in the region, as a 
strategic concern. So, the ministry has been steadily 
reinforcing Japan's marine, anti-submarine and surveillance 
capabilities. Consequently, the MoD has requested 72.3 billion 
yen for an advanced, 5,000-ton antisubmarine destroyer; 
which features a new combined diesel-electric and gas 
propulsion system that will probably be developed in Japan. 

The ministry has also asked for 10 billion yen to upgrade 
four E-767 airborne early warning and control aircraft, 19.2 
billion yen for a 690-ton minesweeper featuring a fiber-
reinforced plastic hull, and 2.5 billion yen for four amphibious 
assault vehicles (AAVs). 

Alessio Patalano, a Japan military expert at King's 
College in London, said the purchases were all in line with the 
MTDP and present "progressive adjustments" to Japan's 
deterrent posture. The budget request also asks for 2.6 billion 
yen for repairs and refits to prolong the life of Japan's 
submarine fleet, which will mean the present fleet will be 
effectively expanded from 16 to 22 operational subs, he said. 

"Domestically built Japanese subs are very expensive and 
usually retired after 19 years or so, but by extending 
operational life and refitting, this is a clever move, as a fleet of 
22 subs is much more effective for Japan's needs," he said. 

The AAV request is viewed as the most important new 
item, said local military analyst Shinichi Kiyotani. The 
Ground Self-Defense Forces (GSDF) wanted to purchase four 
AAV-7 series vehicles after concluding that a vehicle 
developed in Japan could not meet cost and capability 
requirements. 

"Japan has no marines or Royal Marines for remote island 
protection," Kiyotani said. "This was a significant purchase for 
the GSDF and a fast for postwar Japan. It represents great 
progress in Japan's efforts to deter threats." 

however, Kiyotani stressed that the purchase was only a 
small step toward improved capability, and in some ways the 
procurement under-lines the problems bedeviling Japan's two-
decade effort to reshape its military. In particular, the GSDF 
must be reoriented from deterring a mass land invasion by 
Soviet forces and toward a more flexible posture, he said. This 
is why the GSDF wanted to buy up to 18 AAVs, but a limited 
budget and the Defense Ministry's small lot purchase practice 
means that even after testing the units, the service will be three 
to four years away from deploying them. Fire support and 
transport also remain to be worked out, he said. 

"If there is a crisis, will an enemy wait?" Kiyotani asked. 
C41SR and space systems are more prominently featured. 

The ministry requested 100 million yen to convert its 
advanced FPS-5 phased array radar system so it can also 
conduct space situational awareness duties; funds to research a 
satellite-mounted ballistic missile early warning sensor, and 3 
billion yen for a UAV-mounted ballistic missile early warning 
system. 

And after several years of trying to establish a cyber 
defense force, the MoD has requested 21.2 billion yen to set 
up such a force with about 100 people, which will combine 
previous efforts to create a combined unit. Another 13.3 
billion yen is also sought to reinforce cyber defense at the 
ministry's core Defense Information Infrastructure. 
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10. U.S. Navy Aims For 'Sustainable Impact' In The Pacific 
(AUSTRALIAN BROADCASTING CORPORATION 20 SEP 12) ... Geraldine Coutts 

The U.S. Navy is re-focusing more towards the Pacific 
but that doesn't just mean warships. 

Since the 2004 Indian Ocean earthquake and tsunami the 
American navy has sent regular humanitarian aid missions 
through the Pacific and into Asia. 

The program is known as "Pacific Partnership.” 
It costs the U.S. Navy about $20 million a year and one of 

the flagships of these missions is the USNS Mercy which has 
1,200 crew members. 

The Mercy just finished its latest five-month mission and 
major stops included Indonesia, Vietnam, the Philippines and 
Cambodia. 

Planning has begun for the next tour, which will focus 
more on Pacific Island nations. 

View Clip (RT: 7:17) 
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MIDEAST: 
11. Western Report - Iran Ships Arms, Personnel To Syria Via Iraq 
(REUTERS 20 SEP 12) ... Louis Charbonneau 

UNITED NATIONS (Reuters) - Iran has been using 
civilian aircraft to fly military personnel and large quantities 
of weapons across Iraqi airspace to Syria to aid President 
Bashar al-Assad in his attempt to crush an 18-month uprising 
against his government, according to a Western intelligence 
report seen by Reuters. 

Earlier this month, U.S. officials said they were 
questioning Iraq about Iranian flights in Iraqi airspace 
suspected of ferrying arms to Assad, a staunch Iranian ally. On 
Wednesday, U.S. Senator John Kerry threatened to review 
U.S. aid to Baghdad if it does not halt such overflights. 

Iraq says it does not allow the passage of any weapons 
through its airspace. But the intelligence report obtained by 
Reuters says Iranian weapons have been flowing into Syria via 
Iraq in large quantities. Such transfers, the report says, are 
organized by the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps. 

"This is part of a revised Iranian modus operandi that U.S. 
officials have only recently addressed publicly, following 
previous statements to the contrary," said the report, a copy of 
which was provided by a U.N. diplomatic source. 

"It also flies in the face of declarations by Iraqi officials," 
it said. "Planes are flying from Iran to Syria via Iraq on an 
almost daily basis, carrying IRGC (Iranian Revolutionary 
Guard Corps) personnel and tens of tons of weapons to arm 
the Syrian security forces and militias fighting against the 
rebels." 

It added that Iran was also "continuing to assist the 
regime in Damascus by sending trucks overland via Iraq" to 
Syria. 

Although the specific charges about Iraq allowing Iran to 
transfer arms to Damascus are not new, the intelligence report 
alleges that the extent of such shipments is far greater than has 
been publicly acknowledged, and much more systematic, 
thanks to an agreement between senior Iraqi and Iranian 
officials. 

Ali al-Moussawi, Iraqi Prime Minister Nuri al-Maliki's 
media adviser, dismissed the intelligence report. 

"Iraq rejects baseless allegations that it allows Iran to use 
its airspace to ship arms to Syria," he said. "The prime 
minister has always called for a peaceful solution to the Syrian 
conflict and ... the need for a ban on any state interfering in 
Syria whether by sending arms or helping others to do so." 

The issue of Iranian arms shipments to Syria came up 
repeatedly at a Senate hearing in Washington on Wednesday 
on the nomination of Robert Beecroft as the next U.S. 
ambassador to Baghdad. Beecroft is currently deputy chief of 
mission there. 

John Kerry, the Democratic chair of the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee, asked Beecroft what the embassy was 
doing to persuade the Iraqis to prevent Iran from using their 
airspace for flights carrying weapons to Syria. Beecroft said 
that he and other U.S. officials made clear to Iraq the flights 
must stop. 

U.S. Threat To Review Aid 
Kerry said he was alarmed that U.S. efforts thus far had 

not persuaded Baghdad to halt the overflights, and suggested 
that the United States could in future make some of the 

hundreds of millions of dollars in assistance it gives to Iraq 
contingent on their cooperation on Syria. 

"Maybe we should make some of our assistance or some 
of our support contingent on some kind of appropriate 
response," he said. "It just seems completely inappropriate that 
we're trying to help build democracy, support them, put 
American lives on the line, money into the country, and 
they're working against our interest so overtly." 

The intelligence report, which Western diplomats said 
was credible and consistent with their information, said Iran 
had cut a deal with Iraq to use its airspace. 

One envoy said it was possible that Tehran and Baghdad 
did not in fact have any formal agreement, but only an 
informal understanding not to raise questions about possible 
arms transfers to Syria. 

In comments published by Iranian media on Sunday, 
IRGC commander-in-chief Mohammad Ali Jafari said 
members of the force were providing non-military assistance 
in Syria and Lebanon. He added that Tehran might get 
involved militarily in Syria if its closest ally came under 
attack. A day later, however, Iran's Foreign Ministry denied 
those remarks. 

Two Boeing 747 aircraft specifically mentioned in the 
intelligence report as being involved in Syria arms transfers - 
an Iran Air plane with the tail number EP-ICD and Mahan 
Air's EP-MNE - were among 117 aircraft hit with sanctions on 
Wednesday by the U.S. Treasury Department. 

The Treasury Department also blacklisted aircraft 
operated by Iran's Yas Air for supplying Syria with weapons. 
A U.N. panel of experts that monitors compliance with U.N. 
sanctions against Iran has repeatedly named Yas Air, along 
with Iran Air, as a supplier of arms to Syria. 

The Treasury Department statement on the new 
blacklistings said the move would "make it easier for 
interested parties to keep track of this blocked property, and 
more difficult for Iran to use deceptive practices to try to 
evade sanctions." 

The statement did not mention Iraq. 
Earlier this year, the U.N. panel of experts recommended 

that Yas Air be put on the U.N. blacklist for helping Iran skirt 
a U.N. arms embargo. So far the Security Council has not 
taken any action on that recommendation. 

The U.N. panel's reports have described Iranian arms 
shipments to Syria via Turkey, not Iraq. 

The intelligence report said such transfers across Turkish 
airspace had ceased. 

"Since Ankara adopted a firm position against Syria, and 
declared that it would intercept all weapons shipments sent to 
the Assad regime through Turkish territory or airspace, Tehran 
has all but completely stopped using this channel," it said. 

Tehran is forbidden from selling weapons under a U.N. 
arms embargo, which is part of broader sanctions against Iran 
over its nuclear program. 

Earlier this month, U.N. Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon 
said Syria's conflict had taken a brutal turn with other 
countries arming both sides, spreading misery and risking 
"unintended consequences as the fighting intensifies and 
spreads. 
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12. Iran: Top Nuclear Negotiator Calls Talks With Big Powers ‘Constructive’ 
(NEW YORK TIMES 20 SEP 12) ... Rick Gladstone 

Saeed Jalili, Iran’s top negotiator in talks with the big 
powers over his country’s disputed uranium enrichment 
program, called negotiations with Catherine Ashton, his 
counterpart, “constructive and helpful,” the official Islamic 
Republic News Agency reported on Wednesday. The talks on 
Tuesday in Istanbul, their first face-to-face meeting in three 
months, produced no breakthroughs, and it remained unclear 
when they would meet again. 

Iran coupled its favorable official comment with a 
warning that any aggressive action by adversaries would be 

met with a “crushing response.” In an announcement, the 
armed forces said they were “monitoring all the internal and 
external moves of the enemies with maximum strength,” the 
Fars News Agency reported. The United States has been 
leading a multinational naval exercise in the Persian Gulf this 
week, and an Iranian atomic energy official disclosed Monday 
that bomb sabotage had hit its two main uranium enrichment 
plants. Iran has repeatedly asserted that its nuclear program is 
peaceful. 
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AFGHANISTAN: 
13. Officer: Insider Attacks Aimed At Western Resolve 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 19 SEP 12) ... Robert Burns 

WASHINGTON — A series of "insider attacks" against 
U.S. and allied troops by Afghan forces are an attempt by the 
Taliban to drive a wedge between coalition and Afghan 
troops, a senior officer said Wednesday. But he said that while 
Western troops are now warier of Afghan partners, they are 
determined to avoid a full breakdown in trust. 

Australian Brig. Gen. Roger Noble, deputy to the 
alliance's operations chief, acknowledged in a teleconference 
from Kabul that the attacks, which have killed 51 coalition 
troops this year, are upsetting the troops. He said he visited 
Australian troops at a base where an insider attack killed three 
Australians on Aug. 29. 

"They were pretty unhappy," Noble told reporters at the 
Pentagon, adding that they also recognize the potential for the 
attacks to damage the war effort. 

"They live and breathe with Afghans, and they know that 
most of the Afghans they're with think that sort of conduct is 
abhorrent, as well," he added. "So the enemy's got a tough task 
in actually driving a wedge between us, because we know 
what the people that do this are trying to do, and we will stand 
firmly against it." 

Noble said it's understandable that these attacks are 
particularly galling to the families of those killed and 
wounded. 

"It strikes right at the heart of our resolve," he said. "It's 
one thing to be killed in action by the insurgents. It's quite 
another to be shot in the back of the head at night by your 
friends." 

Reflecting frustration among some in Washington over 
recent setbacks in Afghanistan, Sen. John McCain, R-Ariz., 
suggested the U.S. consider getting out earlier than the 
planned 2014 exit. 

"I think all options (should) be considered, including 
whether we have to just withdraw early rather than have a 
continued bloodletting that won't succeed," McCain told 
reporters on Capitol Hill. "The whole program has to be re-
evaluated because the process they said would lead to that 
(December 2014) withdrawal has been an abject and total 
failure." 

In response to the spike in insider attacks and tensions 
over an anti-Muslim movie produced in the U.S., coalition 
leaders in Kabul ordered that military operations with small-
sized Afghan and coalition units be undertaken only with the 
approval of the regional commander. Previously, coalition 
troops routinely conducted operations such as patrolling or 
manning outposts with small units of their Afghan 
counterparts. 

It's unclear whether the coalition's exit strategy can 
succeed with less partnering with Afghan policemen and 
soldiers, who are scheduled to take over for foreign combat 
troops by the end of 2014. 

Gen. Martin Dempsey, chairman of the U.S. Joint Chiefs 
of Staff, said in Washington on Wednesday that the changed 
approach to working with Afghan forces should be seen as a 
temporary adjustment, not a change in war objectives or 
strategy. 

"The campaign objectives that we've established are 
accurate, they are sound, they are prudent and they are 
feasible, and they are achievable," he said. "But we don't get 
from here to there in a straight line, we never do." 

Asked about the matter while traveling in China on 
Wednesday, Defense Secretary Leon Panetta echoed 
Dempsey's remarks. 

"Our fundamental strategy remains the same," Panetta 
said. "These tactics and what's occurring here is aimed at one 
thing, it's aimed at trying to break the relationship between the 
United States and the Afghan army, which is critical for our 
ability to ultimately move toward security in the future in 
Afghanistan." 

There have been at least three insider attacks this month, 
including one on Monday in which no one was killed. 

The Pentagon on Wednesday released the names of four 
U.S. soldiers killed in an insider attack on Sunday, although its 
announcement did not mention that they were shot by Afghan 
troops. It just said "their position was attacked with small arms 
fire." 

The four are Sgt. Sapuro B. Nena, 25, of Honolulu; Spc. 
Joshua N. Nelson, 22, Greenville, N.C.; Pfc. Genaro Bedoy, 
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20, of Amarillo, Texas; and Pfc. Jon R. Townsend, 19, 
Claremore, Okla. 

Associated Press writers Lolita C. Baldor in Beijing and 
Sagar Meghani and Donna Cassata in Washington 
contributed to this report. 
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14. What Happens When The U.S. Leaves? 
Afghan fighters wonder whether they can go it alone 
(USA TODAY 20 SEP 12) ... Carmen Gentile 

NANGALAM BASE, Kunar Province, Afghanistan -- A 
former resistance fighter during the Soviet occupation of his 
country, Afghan Col. Turab Adil knows that Afghans can put 
up a good fight. 

He recalls how in the 1980s the mujahedin, as they were 
known, slipped through the hills and valleys to drive out the 
Communist superpower and its attack helicopters, tanks and 
fully armed troops. 

Today's Afghan army will fight just as ferociously against 
Taliban fighters, but Adil and others say it can't defeat them 
under the current U.S. military strategy that calls for the 
withdrawal of all combat forces by the end of 2014. 

"When the coalition forces leave, there will be a lot of 
problems for us," Adil says in the halting English he learned at 
an Afghan university. 

The U.S. military's exit strategy in Afghanistan is to 
maintain security now established in southern Afghanistan 
while shifting enough combat troops to the east to dismantle 
the Taliban there. A trained force of Afghans will be expected 
to keep the peace. But weeks of interviews with Afghan 
soldiers and U.S. troops on the battle lines in eastern 
Afghanistan cast doubts on that strategy. Recent Taliban 
attacks -- the latest on a major U.S. air base -- and insider 
"green-on-blue" shootings against coalition forces only 
amplify these doubts. 

After almost 11 years of war and nearly 2,000 Americans 
dead, Ahmed Majidyar, an Afghanistan expert at the 
American Enterprise Institute, says Afghan security forces 
will not be self-sufficient, as the Pentagon hopes under the 
current scenario. 

"Over the last few years there has been tremendous 
progress in the Afghan National Security Forces," he says. 
"But when it comes to logistics (supplies and support for 
Afghan troops), intelligence gathering and decision-making, 
they still need help." 

Even so, the help will be diminishing at a critical moment 
in the counterinsurgency strategy as the coalition moves to 
dislodge Taliban strongholds in eastern Afghanistan. A 
withdrawal of 30,000 troops ordered by President Obama will 
be complete in October, reducing troop strength from a peak 
of nearly 103,000 last year to 68,000. 

The military challenge presents just one of many 
problems in a country plagued by corruption and with a long 
history of frustrating foreign forces. Indeed, some experts 
suggest the job -- winning, however defined -- cannot be 
completed given the myriad hurdles and other issues, such as 
neighboring Pakistan's support for the insurgency. 

The United States should "recognize the limits of its 
power," says George Friedman, who heads the private 
intelligence firm Stratfor and author of The Next Decade, a 
book that lays out where conflicts might occur. 

"U.S. strategic interest in Afghanistan has been achieved. 
It's disrupted al-Qaeda in that country, and it needs to 
withdraw." 

Two Very Different Forces 
Combat Outpost Kalagush is in Nuristan province in 

eastern Afghanistan on the border with Pakistan's Northwest 
Frontier, the one permanent U.S. base in the province. 

Life here is not easy. To escape the scorching summer 
sun, Afghan soldiers often rest in the shade under barracks 
propped up on cinder blocks. Fresh water for drinking, 
cooking and bathing is sometimes scarce. 

"We are Afghan. We can deal with all kinds of 
difficulties," says Col. Sher Khan, the new commander at 
Kalagush. 

The Taliban bulked up its presence in the mountains here 
after U.S. troops withdrew years ago amid deadly attacks on 
two outposts that drew constant fire. The outpost is divided: 
U.S. forces are on one side and Afghans on the other. 
American soldiers have hot showers, good food and air-
conditioned barracks. Afghan soldiers are cramped into metal 
storage containers turned into sleeping quarters. 

On this day, U.S. adviser teams are training Afghan 
soldiers to take the lead in military operations. Capt. Marcus 
Morgan, an American adviser at Kalagush, sees progress. He 
says Afghan commanders have shown initiative and leadership 
in planning and executing missions, noting that Afghan forces 
sometimes patrol without U.S. backing. 

"They are completely in the lead outside the wire," 
Morgan says. 

But Afghans going it alone? That's another issue. "If they 
get into a firefight and can't handle it on their own, they can 
call on us." 

In three months, no one will be there to answer. All U.S. 
troops at Kalagush are to leave the base by the end of the year. 

Khan says what his men really will miss is U.S. firepower 
and aircraft, which he says may not be forthcoming under 
current withdrawal plans. They can handle the ground 
fighting, Khan says, but need the U.S. military to come to their 
aid when things get out of hand. If not, he says, they will 
likely be overwhelmed by attackers. 

"Our soldiers are very well-trained, but we need the right 
weapons to defend this area," he says. "There are times we'll 
need to drop troops behind enemy lines, and we'll need air 
support." 

Some in the international coalition suggest that an 
accommodation must be made eventually for the Taliban to 
share power with the U.S.-backed President Hamid Karzai. 
But many Afghan soldiers do not see it that way. 

The Taliban is a clerical movement that rose up during 
Afghan civil wars in the 1990s, and many current Afghan 
military officers remember life under its rule. A harsh brand of 
Islam was imposed on Afghans. Its adherents demanded men 
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wear beards and denied schooling for women. Girls could be 
married off at age 9. Homosexuals faced the death penalty. 

The Taliban banned music, alcohol and even kite flying. 
Those who disobeyed were subject to summary execution. 
Amnesty International and others condemned the Taliban's 
reign, but the regime was in little danger until it refused to turn 
over Osama bin Laden to the United States. 

'You Can't Whitewash It' 
The Pentagon says its counterinsurgency strategy will 

succeed, and that the withdrawal of allied forces will not allow 
Afghanistan to once again become a base for the export of 
Islamic terrorism that it was under the Taliban. 

"The stakes are very high," U.S. Gen. John Allen, the top 
commander in Afghanistan, said recently. "The fact that we 
were attacked on the 11th of September (2001) is a direct line 
relationship between what happened on that day and what 
could happen again if we don't get this right." 

Recent Taliban attacks have provided fodder for critics of 
the Obama administration's position that the country has been 
sufficiently pacified to pave the way for an exit. 

Sen. John McCain, R-Ariz., complains that Obama is 
pulling out for political reasons and jeopardizing eventual 
victory against a potent enemy. Obama's Republican rival for 
the presidency, Mitt Romney, says the president was 
"misguided" for announcing a withdrawal date to the enemy. 

The president defends today's strategy, arguing repeatedly 
that he is winding down the war "responsibly" and believes 
the Afghans can handle security themselves. 

Secretary of Defense Leon Panetta said the green-on-blue 
attacks represent the "last gasp" of the Taliban. But Gen. 
Martin Dempsey, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, said 
the attacks spell trouble for U.S. aims. 

"You can't whitewash it. We can't convince ourselves that 
we just have to work harder to get through it. Something has 
to change," Dempsey told Armed Forces Press Service on 
Sunday. 

Anthony Cordesman, an Afghanistan expert at the Center 
for Strategic and International Studies, does not see a "clear 
transition plan" to the Afghans that will work. He says the 
current strategy could give the Taliban an opening to take over 
and resume the kinds of terror activities that prompted the 
U.S.-led invasion. 

"I think what you may see is a whole bunch of localized 
power struggles," Cordesman says. "Where it gets to be 
dangerous is when you have rival warlords with enough power 
to take over larger areas." 

Defining 'A Good Day' 
The eastern province of Khost is a haven of the Haqqani 

network, a Pakistan-based Muslim terror group that along with 
other militant groups aligned with the Taliban have been 
building forces here for years and in Paktika, Ghazni, Kunar 
and Wardak provinces. 

Adil, the Afghan army colonel, insists his men can hold 
off the Taliban in Nangalam. But the narrow road connecting 
Nangalam to points of supply is riddled with buried mines and 
often controlled by Taliban checkpoints. He says he needs 
U.S. air support to safely deliver supplies such as food and 
ammunition. 

"A lot of people in this area are helping them (militant 
groups)," Adil says. 

Adil says he will be at a great disadvantage if U.S. 
helicopters are no longer circling during firefights. And 
removal of U.S. high-tech capacity means they can't keep up 
scans of the night landscape to spot impending assaults on 
their remote base here. 

"One day we might get hit with 10 mortars, the next day 
only two or three, which for us would be a good day," he says. 

The U.S. military recognizes the strain on the Afghan 
army as it make the transition from working with the U.S. 
forces to replacing them. 

The strategy, according to Lt. Col. Jay Bullock, who leads 
the U.S. security adviser team at Nangalam, is to "try to find 
simple Afghan solutions" to the challenges they'll face once 
U.S. forces leave so they "can learn and grow on them." 

The U.S. advisers are training Afghan soldiers to fire 
heavy artillery left behind by the Soviets, who invaded 
Afghanistan in the 1980s and lost thousands of troops in a 
nearly decade-long conflict. So far, the training is progressing 
slowly but steadily, the advisers say. 

Sgt. Zaren, who like many Afghans here goes by one 
name, studies maps of the area around the base to calculate 
distances for effective fire. 

"I just want to be able to fire the artillery to keep the 
Taliban away," Zaren says. 

Maj. Christopher Thomas, spokesman for the 4th Brigade 
Combat Team 4th Infantry Division, says that the 
shortcomings of the Afghan forces in the east is a real 
concern. But, "there have been real improvements" in the 
Afghans' ability to be a self-sustaining fighting force. 

"Right now the focus is putting the Afghans in the lead," 
Thomas says. "Let them get a bloody nose, but don't let them 
get a broken nose." 

Capt. Hugh Miller, who fought along the Pech River 
during a 2009 deployment, says that if Afghan forces here can 
control the supply lines and provide effective firepower, they 
should be able to keep the enemy under control. 

"Those are the two things that if they can get good at, we 
don't need to be here," Miller says. 

Majidyar agrees with Miller's assessment but says there is 
something more that the Afghans must do that they have yet to 
do alone: root out and destroy militant havens. 

"They (Afghan forces) aren't trained to do that, not 
equipped to do that and don't have the ability to do that," 
Majidyar says. 

Uncertainty Ahead 
Mountain ranges here are full of caves and small villages 

where the Taliban and other groups stage ambushes on 
coalition forces. U.S. helicopters fly in and destroy militant 
havens. 

The possibility of losing American backing worries some 
Afghan villagers. 

Haji Noor Ullah, an elder from the village of Nangalam in 
the Pech River Valley, says facing the Taliban unassisted is a 
daunting prospect. He acknowledges that many Afghans here 
support the Taliban, but the many who do not might have to 
fall in line or risk violence. After all, that's been the model in 
years past. 

"We will face a lot of troubles in the future," he said of 
the Taliban. "This is a very dangerous region." 

There have been few serious attacks on Kalagush since 
the current unit of Americans arrived here in the spring, says 
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the company commander, Capt. Adam Marsh. He agrees that 
the lull is "unusual" given the area's reputation for a heavy 
presence of militants. 

"It's possible that they are just waiting for us to leave," he 
says. 
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15. Afghanistan: Why Don't We Leave Now? 
The rise in attacks by Afghan forces against Western troops is threatening U.S.-Afghan military cooperation 
– a key reason to stay until 2014. The trend could affect the U.S. exit strategy. 
(CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR 19 SEP 12) ... Anna Mulrine, Staff writer  

WASHINGTON -- Why can’t we just leave Afghanistan 
now? It’s the unspoken question that top Pentagon officials are 
endeavoring to answer in their assurances that America must 
stay its course in the war-torn country. 

It comes in the wake of a spate of “insider attacks” by 
Afghan security forces that have left 51 NATO service 
members dead this year – a 45 percent increase in such attacks 
over 2011. 

It also comes during a month in which the surge of 30,000 
forces that President Obama ordered into the country in 2009 
is ending. By the end of September, some 68,000 American 
troops will remain in Afghanistan. 

The majority of U.S. troops are scheduled to depart in 
2014, when U.S. combat operations will come to an end. 

The nation’s top military officer, Chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff Gen. Martin Dempsey, stressed this week that 
the surge’s purpose was “to buy us some time on some 
Taliban initiatives,” he said, “and to buy us some space to 
grow the Afghan security forces.” 

He says it worked, but grappled aloud with its cost. “The 
surge had its intended effect,” General Dempsey said. “I think 
it was an effort that was worth the cost – and don’t forget, it 
did have its cost.” 

That cost continues, in both money and lives. 
One American is killed every day in Afghanistan, on 

average, this year. 
In a time of budget-cutting, the U.S. treasury spends $60 

billion a month on the war. On an annual basis, that’s enough 
to buy groceries for every American family for more than a 
year and a half. 

“At some level, when you make a decision to continue 
waging a war, losing lives and money, you make a decision 
that hopefully what you can get in exchange for that is worth 
it,” says Stephen Biddle, professor of political science and 
international affairs at George Washington University and a 
former adviser to retired Gen. David Petraeus. 

“At some point it will reach the point where what we get 
is no longer worth American lives.” 

Analysts point out that the bulk of the war is already 
slated to end in 2014. After that, some American advisers will 
stay on the ground. But with the spate of “insider attacks” on 
U.S. forces, the joint Afghan-American patrols that are a key 
part of the training mission have been suspended, deemed too 
dangerous to risk American lives. 

Retired Army Maj. Gen. Paul Eaton, who commanded the 
Pentagon’s Iraqi security force training program from 2003 to 
2004, says this latest round of green-on-blue killings will 
prompt tough questions among commanders and within the 
Pentagon. “You have to ask yourself, what has changed?” says 
General Eaton, now a senior adviser to the National Security 
Network think tank. 

“Should we accelerate the cessation of combat operations 
from what the president laid out in the NATO conference in 
Chicago? These are valid questions, and that’s what 
[commander of U.S. forces in Afghanistan] John Allen, his 
chain of command, the secretary of defense – that is precisely 
what they must be mulling over right now.” 

Eaton and others point out that simply ending U.S. 
involvement in a war is a vast undertaking, and speeding it up 
comes with its own risks. 

Anthony Cordesman, an Afghanistan analyst at the Center 
for Strategic and International Studies, estimates that it will 
take “at least 13 months to clear the equipment we’ve got 
deployed. People forget that there are very real physical limits. 
We cannot leave the things behind at random – they’re worth 
too much and are potentially dangerous.” 

But these are logistics, a matter in which the U.S. military 
has long excelled. Troops might still guard the equipment, 
moving it out in an orderly manner without risking U.S. lives. 
“It’s certainly isn’t true that this is something you have to 
continue,” Dr. Cordesman says. “You can move troops out 
more quickly than planned. You can cut aid more sharply.” 

The larger question, he adds, is whether it is strategically 
desirable to leave Afghanistan now. With a focus on tamping 
down corruption and with a couple more years work with the 
Afghan national security forces, “I think what you can 
accomplish is a reasonable chance that the Afghan 
government and economy can hold together” with “some 
chance of a coherent structure in Kabul, and a reasonable 
chance that the Afghan Army can be strong enough that, with 
some cooperation,” it can hold insurgent forces at bay,” 
Cordesman says. 

“Can we guarantee a future? No,” he adds. “Yes, it has 
been an incredibly costly and frustrating decade. And yes, we 
do not seem to have clear plans for the future.” 

However, “We can create a situation where we can show 
the world that we were not defeated,” he says, and at the same 
time avoid a decision that would "deprive Afghanistan of any 
chance of stability." 

“There’s a very real difference between simply running 
for the exits and leaving in a way that provides some chance 
of structure and order,” he adds. 

Yet it remains an ongoing source of debate whether 
American forces can accomplish any more to make American 
any safer in the time they have left in the country – or more 
precisely, analysts say, whether what they might accomplish is 
worth any more American lives. 

“The question of what we’re gaining there – that’s been a 
question for a number of years,” says retired Marine Col. T.X. 
Hammes, a senior research fellow at the National Defense 
University. 

With Mr. Obama’s announcement of a 2014 withdrawal, 
“We’ve now accepted that strategically we’ve gotten all we 
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can” out of Afghanistan. “We now have a path out that we’ve 
committed to,” he adds. 

“We’re trying to leave, and have sufficient resources to 
cover our withdrawal. There’s nothing particularly ennobling 
in that, or anything that makes you feel good, but at least 
we’re leaving.” 

Some military officers say, however, that as the decade-
long war in Afghanistan winds down, it brings to mind Sen. 
John Kerry’s famous lament of Vietnam, in 1971 Senate 
testimony: “How do you ask a man to be the last man to die 
for a mistake?” 

Dr. Hammes recalls working with British forces in Iraq in 
2008 “who were asking that question.” He adds that there was 

and is no good answer. “It’s hard for those people who are 
going to lose family there” in the months to come, and for the 
commanders and politicians who must answer for it. “That 
frankly is one of those leadership challenges that come with 
the conflict.” 

Eaton recalls asking himself the same questions as a 
young second lieutenant in 1972, after four years at West 
Point, as Saigon was still raging. “The attitude was, ‘I’d really 
rather not be the last guy shot as we get out of Vietnam,’ ” he 
recalls. But “that’s been going on in warfare since we started 
wars – and since we’ve hoped to end them. That is part of 
being a soldier.” 
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MINE EXERCISE: 
16. U.S. Beefs Up Presence Closer To Iran’s Shores 
(ABC NEWS 19 SEP 12) ... Nick Schifrin 

Nearly 50 miles from Iran sails the nuclear-powered USS 
Eisenhower — never before has the U.S. flexed so much 
muscle so close to the Muslim nation. 

The move is a blunt warning to Iran: Don’t follow 
through on a threat to close the Strait of Hormuz, through 
which one-fifth of the world’s oil passes. 

If Israel attacks Iran’s nuclear sites, Iran has promised to 
fill the strait’s waters with boats packed with explosives and 
mine the seabed. 

“A $1,500 piece of explosive can take out hundreds of 
millions of assets in shipping and cargo,” said Rear Adm. 
Michael Manazir, commander of Carrier Strike Group Eight. 

With more jets, ships and nations — 30 — involved than 
in previous exercises, the U.S. has sent two aircraft carriers 
into the region. 

Each carries more than 40 F-18 fighter jets that could 
reach thousands of miles into Iranian air space. In addition, 
each fighter jet has more firepower than the entire Iranian Air 
Force. 

The international show of force is meant to reassure Israel 
and persuade Iran to not try anything — even if it is attacked. 

The U.S. hopes that tensions will ease, but Israel has 
warned that Iran’s capital, Tehran, is only six months away 
from a potential nuclear weapon. 

“As you can see, I can do a lot of damage with the 
airplanes that are onboard — also the weapons that are in the 
strike group,” Manazir said. “But also, I can be a stabilizing 
influence.” 

Even after the exercise ends, though, the troops and 
additional assets will remain in the region to remind Iran that 
the U.S. can act just a few miles from its shores. 
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17. I'm Fifty Miles Off The Coast Of Iran On A U.S. Aircraft Carrier And It's Business As Usual 
(BUSINESS INSIDER 19 SEP 12) ... Robert Johnson 

Heading north on the aircraft carrier Eisenhower about 50 
miles off the coast of Iran, it's very easy to forget the problems 
with Tehran and its nuclear program. 

For several months Iran has been stalling international 
inspectors looking for access to its nuclear enrichment 
facilities. Israel has been growing more ardent in its calls for 
military action against Iran, and the U.S. has been doling out 
sanctions against Iran hoping the issue will resolve itself. 

Out here under the light blue gauze of this sun-filled sky 
there is none of that. There are 44 F-18s on the aircraft carrier 
Eisenhower, along with sundry other aircraft, and regardless 
of what Iran or Israel do, the Ike's deck and flight crew focus 
on arming these jets, launching them, and bringing them home 
all day long. 

All 44 may not be flying today, but it certainly feels like it 
out here in the Persian Gulf as 4,200 U.S. troops lean into an 
extended nine month deployment. Out here it is just business 
as usual. 

Few of the crew I met have time to look up the news on 
the sluggish Internet connection, or concern themselves much 
outside of their daily duties. 

The mission is the same, day in and day out, regardless of 
what else happens in the world and most crew are too busy to 
give it much thought. 

That's not true for the ship's command; and when the 
admiral in charge of the Ike and the ships escorting her briefed 
us at the end of the day, he told us almost word for word what 
the ship's captain had said: "The Iranian Navy has been 
nothing but courteous and polite in all of our interactions with 
them." 

Apparently those interactions are not altogether 
uncommon, which is understandable when much of the U.S. 
Fifth Fleet it steaming just off Iran's coast. 

The admiral had just returned from the first stages of the 
IMCMEX 2012, the largest marine mine countermeasures 
exercise in the history of the region. It's why we're here, to 
check out the exercise later in the week. 

Just before lights out last night, the admiral gets on the 
ship's public address system and tells the crew that he 
appreciates their hard work and he's signed them up to join the 
mine exercise — so they'll be working just a bit harder in the 
coming days. 
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On deck this morning at 8:00 a.m. there was no trace of 
the admiral's announcement of more work. The crew had 
already been at work for some time washing the planes, and 
drying the deck. It was so hot that withing 30 minutes of 
talking to Sailors I could feel the sweat running down my legs 
and into my shoes. 

I watched a Sailor spray an F-18 with some sort of aerosol 
cleaning product and lean in to wipe it with a sponge. 

"What are you doing?" I ask. 
He stopped immediately and turned to face me with a 

smile. 
"Cleaning my jet, sir." He was maybe 5' 2" and all of 19 

years old. The average age of the Ike's crew is 22. 

"You don't mind that in this heat?" I ask wiping the worst 
of the sweat from my eyes. 

"No, sir," he answered with surprising sincerity. "It's like 
a good thing to do so we can show our pilot we care about the 
jet — it reflects us. It let's him know how much care goes into 
this aircraft." 

I'm headed back to Bahrain now. Waiting for a ride back 
from a helicopter after our plane broke down. Tomorrow is a 
day of briefings and information on what's to come during the 
mine exercise later in the week aboard the USS Ponce. 

The U.S. and its allies hope to show Iran and the world 
the short work they'll make of any efforts to mine the Strait of 
Hormuz. From what I've seen there's no doubt American 
Sailors will do their part. 
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AFRICA: 
18. Ex-Commander In Afghanistan Eyed For Africa 
(NEW YORK TIMES 20 SEP 12) ... Eric Schmitt and Thom Shanker 

WASHINGTON — Gen. David M. Rodriguez, a former 
top Army commander in Afghanistan, has been chosen by the 
Pentagon to take charge of the military’s Africa Command, 
which in the wake of the Arab Spring has become one of the 
Defense Department’s most challenging theaters of operation. 

Under plans that still need formal approval from the 
White House and confirmation by the Senate, General 
Rodriguez, who is now head of the Army’s Forces Command, 
which trains and equips troops, would take over early next 
year from Gen. Carter Ham in what two American officials 
said was a routine change of command. 

Because of the presidential election and the need to get 
the necessary paperwork ready, General Rodriguez’s expected 
nomination would probably not go to the Senate for 
confirmation until the postelection session, the officials said. 
In his current job, General Rodriguez, whose troops call him 
General Rod, is responsible for training and equipping 
265,000 active-duty soldiers, as well as training and 

overseeing the readiness of 560,000 soldiers in the Army 
Reserve and Army National Guard. 

But the general, a West Point graduate, also has extensive 
combat experience. He served two tours in Iraq and two tours 
in Afghanistan, including a stint in eastern Afghanistan as 
commander of the 82nd Airborne Division and later as deputy 
commander of allied forces there with responsibility for the 
day-to-day management of the war. 

General Rodriguez was one of the architects of the 
operation in which President Obama ordered an additional 
30,000 troops to Afghanistan in late 2009. 

The recent attack on the United States Consulate in 
Benghazi, Libya, by Islamic militants underscores the fallout 
from the Arab Spring that General Rodriguez would face. The 
command also must contend with Islamic extremists in 
Nigeria, affiliates of Al Qaeda in Mali and Somalia, and the 
remnants of the Lord’s Resistance Army, Ugandan rebels who 
have terrorized parts of Africa for more than 20 years. 
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PERSONNEL: 
19. One Year Later, Military Says Gay Policy Is Working 
(NEW YORK TIMES 20 SEP 12) ... Elisabeth Bumiller 

WASHINGTON — Every Tuesday and Friday morning 
in a dining area tucked behind Dunkin’ Donuts in the 
Pentagon’s main food court, a gay coffee group meets to talk, 
do a little business and tell a few jokes. 

Started quietly by a handful of Air Force officers in 2005, 
the gathering has grown to as many as 40 people since the 
repeal of the “don’t ask, don’t tell” policy last September. The 
crowd is a testament to the openness in the military now that 
gay, lesbian and bisexual service members no longer have to 
keep their sexual orientation secret or face discharge — and 
also to how such gatherings are still needed. 

“Honestly, it’s a support group,” said Sean M. Hackbarth, 
the Air Force lieutenant colonel, now retired, who started the 
gatherings of uniformed military and civilian defense workers 
and who still drops by for coffee when he’s at the Pentagon. 

“It’s a way of making people less afraid. Even with repeal, 
there’s still that trepidation of being out in the military.” 

It has been exactly a year since “don’t ask, don’t tell” was 
repealed, and by most measures the change has been a 
success. Gay service members say they feel relief they no 
longer have to live secret lives. Pentagon officials say that 
recruiting, retention and overall morale have not been 
affected. None of the dire predictions of opponents, including 
warnings of a mass exodus of active duty troops, have 
occurred. 

“My view is that the military has kind of moved beyond 
it,” Defense Secretary Leon E. Panetta said in May, eight 
months after the repeal. Even the Marine Corps, the service 
most opposed to the change, has fallen in line. “I get in front 
of the Marines as often as I can, as long as I can get away 
from Washington, and I’ll be honest with you, I don’t even get 
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a question,” the Marine commandant, James F. Amos, said at 
the National Press Club last month. “I’m very pleased with 
how this turned out.” 

But both gay and straight service members say that 
ending the legal barriers has hardly erased all the cultural 
ones, and that while the repeal has gone better than many 
expected, harassment and discrimination against gays in the 
military have not disappeared. “We were not fooling ourselves 
into believing there would be no incidents,” Jeh C. Johnson, 
the Pentagon’s general counsel, said in an interview. 

Mr. Johnson, who with Gen. Carter F. Ham wrote a 2010 
Pentagon report that concluded that gay men and women 
could serve openly with little risk to military effectiveness, 
said that he had handled fewer than 10 cases where 
harassment or discrimination against gay service members was 
alleged in the last year. 

One of the incidents, cited in some news reports this 
spring, occurred in April at a ball at a New York military 
installation, where a female officer was dancing with her 
girlfriend, another officer, and a squadron commander told the 
two women to stop. The situation escalated to the point that 
the commander’s top enlisted adviser, a sergeant major, 
shoved one of the female officers across the floor. 

Aubrey Sarvis, an Army veteran and the executive 
director of the Servicemembers Legal Defense Network, said 
in an interview that after the female officers contacted his 
organization, the Pentagon investigated and the squadron 
commander and the sergeant major were relieved of their jobs 
and forced to retire. “Unfortunately, I could see this as being a 
teaching moment for commanders on what not to do,” Mr. 
Sarvis said. 

In other cases service members have said they were 
denied promotions or assignments because of their sexual 
orientation, but Mr. Sarvis said his group had investigated and 
found no basis for the complaints. 

A far more serious incident occurred over Labor Day 
weekend outside a gay bar in Long Beach, Calif., where four 
Marines were arrested and accused of beating a young film 
student so severely that he ended up in the hospital. The 
Marines reportedly shouted antigay slurs before the attack. 
Commanders are investigating. 

Gay, lesbian and bisexual service members are thought to 
make up at least 2 percent of the military’s 2.2 million forces 
on active duty and in the reserves and National Guard. 
Military officials say they do not know how many gay men 

and lesbians have come out since the repeal, but a survey by 
OutServe, a two-year-old organization for gay service 
members, found that 32 percent had revealed their sexual 
orientation in the last year. 

Gay rights advocates say the number who came out may 
in fact be smaller than the survey in Outserve, which is made 
up of those gay service members most likely to be open about 
their orientation. 

“A large percentage choose to remain in the closet, and 
part of that is they are reading signals from their peers that it is 
still not O.K. to be out in the military,” said Aaron Belkin, the 
director of the Palm Center, a branch of the Williams Institute 
at the U.C.L.A. School of Law that published a study this 
month effectively declaring repeal of the policy a nonevent. 
“You have a masculine organization which is largely 
conservative and it takes time to turn that ship around.” 

Gay service members say that for all the firsts in the past 
year — the first gay wedding at a military base, the first 
openly gay general — there remains a tolerance in many 
quarters for gay jokes and slurs. The repeal, they say, has at 
least made them more comfortable in addressing them before 
they escalate. 

Bert Gillott, a retired Air Force master sergeant who 
worked until recently in the protocol office of the chairman of 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff, Gen. Martin E. Dempsey, said he had 
been taken aback last fall when he heard the senior listed 
adviser to General Dempsey, Sgt. Maj. Bryan B. Battaglia, 
openly use a derogatory term for homosexual men and joke 
that he didn’t want any “gay” music at a military ceremony. 

Asked by a reporter about the comments, Sergeant Major 
Battaglia’s office e-mailed a statement saying that he did not 
recall making the remarks, “fully supports the repeal of don’t 
ask, don’t tell” and “has made it clear throughout our armed 
forces that any form of discrimination, hate crime, hazing, 
bullying, sexual assault, etc., will not be tolerated.” 

Mr. Gillott, who has been a member of the gay coffee 
group, said at a recent gathering that finding the group was 
“nirvana” to him. “For years we’ve been fringe,” he said. 
“Finally I’ve met other people in the military who are gay.” 

One longtime opponent of repeal, Elaine Donnelly, said in 
an interview on Wednesday that she remained unmoved by the 
relative calm of the past year and predicted future problems. 
“People in the military follow orders,” she said. “Silence 
should not be interpreted as a sign of approval or success.” 
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AVIATION: 
20. Pentagon Stands By Tough Joint Strike Fighter Talk 
(DOD BUZZ 19 SEP 12) ... Michael Hoffman 

The Defense Department’s deputy secretary didn’t back 
off the sharp criticism levied Monday at Lockheed Martin by 
Maj. Gen. Christopher Bogdan, the incoming F-35 acquisition 
chief. 

“We need a government-industry team that can work 
together. We’ve got to have that and I think Chris was saying 
that he has to have that with the Joint Strike Fighter program 
and I’m with him 100 percent. That is what we need and I 
think that’s what we’ll get,” Deputy Defense Secretary Ash 

Carter said Wednesday at the Air Force Association’s annual 
conference. 

Bogdan said Monday the relationship between the 
Defense Department and Lockheed Martin within the F-35 
program is the “worst he’s ever seen.” He told the crowd of 
Air Force officers and defense industry officials that there is 
no excuse for the delays in negotiating the F-35’s fifth 
production lot. 
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“It should not take 10, 11 or 12 months to negotiate a 
contract with someone we’ve been doing business with for 11 
years,” Bogdan said. 

A senior Air Force offical at the conference said 
Bogdan’s tough talk was the result of a boiling over of 
frustrations with negotiating the fifth production lot contract. 

Carter trumpeted Bogdan’s success in negotiating the 
fixed-price contract for the tanker. Bogdan recently transition 
from the tanker program after he was nominated to succeed 
Navy Vice Adm. David J. Venlet as the F-35 acquisition chief. 
Carter said he hopes to see the same progress Bogdan 
achieved with the tanker contract in the F-35 program. 

“Chris Bogdan is a tremendous program manager who 
brings a lot to the Joint Strike Fighter program as he did to the 
tanker program,” Carter said. 

The deputy defense secretary admitted the F-35 is in “a 
very difficult time in the life of a program” saying the 

Pentagon is focused on controlling costs. Bogdan said he’s 
operating as if there is no money and no time left to add to the 
program. 

Carter made a point similar to Bogdan Wednesday 
highlighting the need to keep sustainment costs low even in 
the early days of production. Government accountants 
estimate the lifetime sustainment cost for the F-35’s planned 
fleet of 2,443 aircraft could eclipse the $1 trillion mark. 

Bogdan’s critiques don’t signal a waiver in the Pentagon’s 
commitment to the F-35 program, Carter said. 

“We’ve wanted all three variants. It’s the center piece of 
our tacial air modernization program, but at the same time we 
have to control costs there,” Carter said. “And that means 
doing what we’re doing and that is sitting down together and 
scrutinizing every element across the structure of that 
program.” 
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21. USMC Stands Up Small UAV Training 
(DEFENSE NEWS 17 SEP 12) ... James Sanborn 

Hundreds of U.S. Marines will begin receiving advanced 
training in the use of UAVs before deploying to the war zone. 

Combined, about 480 officers and enlisted Marines will 
attend schoolhouses aboard Camp Lejeune, N.C., and Camp 
Pendleton, Calif., each year to learn how to operate and 
maintain the Corps' smallest UAVs, according to Marine 
officials. 

The schoolhouse at Camp Lejeune, called Training and 
Logistics Support Activity, began enrolling students in mid-
July. 

While operators of larger UAVs have their own military 
occupational specialties and belong to units dedicated to that 
purpose, Marines using the smallest UAVs have received 
training on catch-as-catch-can basis. 

Marines using the smallest UAVs have received training 
on a catch-as-catch-can basis. "The training activity at Camp 
Lejeune will primarily support Marines from II Marine 
Expeditionary Force and [Marine Corps Forces Special 
Operations Command]," said Jim Rector, the Navy and 
Marine Corps small tactical unmanned aerial systems program 
manager. 

"The typical class is comprised of company grade officers 
and staff noncommissioned officers and below." 

That means even second lieutenants and junior-enlisted 
infantry Marines will get training, providing them an 
opportunity to learn how to plan and execute UAV missions 
before heading downrange. 

The schoolhouse also supports other services, including 
Naval Special Warfare Command units. And if training 
requirements arise downrange or at stateside installations, the 
schools will deploy mobile training teams, bringing a standard 
UAV curriculum to Marines throughout the fleet. 

The Camp Pendleton school house will begin training 
West Coast units before the end of the year. 

UAVs, heavily used during the wars in Iraq and 
Afghanistan to gather intelligence, survey the battlefield and 
strike enemy targets, are gaining wider use among dismounted 
troops with the introduction of micro aircraft that weigh just a 
few pounds and can fit into a pack. 

Recently acquired aircraft including the Switchblade, 
produced by California-based AeroVironment, have given 
even the most light and mobile grunts the ability not only to 
see over the next ridge, but to strike small targets with deadly 
force. At just 5.5 pounds, the kamikaze aircraft can be piloted 
into the enemy, unleashing its deadly payload — about 
equivalent to a grenade, according to the aircraft's makers. 

But the growing use of Group I UAVs — those that 
weigh less than 20 pounds, fly below 1,200 feet and stay aloft 
from 45 minutes to two hours — has created the need for 
standardized training. Before the East and West Coast 
schoolhouses, some training was provided through the Army 
while other training was provided through contracts with 
private small businesses. "Historically, the training has always 
been opportunistic in nature, with no consistency in frequency 
or timing," Rector said. Marines were cobbled into UAV 
classes on an ad hoc basis to meet specific mission 
requirements, which meant some headed downrange without 
any training and had to be brought up to speed while on 
deployment. The new schoolhouses should alleviate that 
problem. 

Once Marines complete the training, they will receive a 
certification verifying that they can "effectively operate Group 
1 systems to include mission planning, mission sensor/payload 
operations, launching, remotely piloting and recovering aerial 
vehicles," Rector said. 
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SURFACE FLEET: 
22. 1st ‘Pier At Sea’ Nears Completion 
(NAVY TIMES 24 SEP 12) ... Christopher P. Cavas 

The first of the Navy’s new mobile landing platform ships 
is structurally complete, although interior work is continuing 
at the General Dynamics National Steel and Shipbuilding Co. 
in San Diego. 

The final building block for the Montford Point was 
lowered into place in August, the company said. The block 
included the ship’s twin stacks and sits at the rear of the aft 
superstructure. 

The MLP is a centerpiece of the Sea Base concept, 
intended to carry vehicles, small craft, gear and supplies as 
part of a Maritime Prepositioning Force squadron. 

The 784-foot-long MLP is designed to flood down to float 
vehicles and craft on and off its 164-footwide cargo deck, 
forming a “pier at sea,” according to NASSCO. 

Unusually for NASSCO, the Montford Point is built in a 
graving dock normally used for repairing other ships or 
building commercial product tankers. 

It’s scheduled to be launched — or “undocked” — Nov. 
13, christened in March and delivered to the Navy in May. 

Fabrication of the second MLP, the John Glenn, began in 
April. The ship will be erected in the same graving dock after 

Montford Point is floated out. A third ship, the Lewis B. 
Puller, will follow. 

All three ships are named to honor Marines. Navy 
Secretary Ray Mabus said early this year he chose the names 
as a way to honor “pioneers and heroes” from the Corps. 

Montford Point was the North Carolina training facility 
where the first black Marine enlistees trained from 1942 to 
1949. Glenn, a retired colonel, was the first man to orbit the 
Earth and also flew combat missions during World War II and 
the Korean War. 

Puller, better known as “Chesty,” is the Corps’ most 
decorated Marine, with five Navy Crosses and the Army’s 
Distinguished Service Cross. 

The shipyard is finishing up the last of 14 Lewis and 
Clark-class dry cargo ammunition ships for the Navy. When 
the Cesar Chavez is delivered in late October, the yard’s only 
new construction ships will be the MLPs. 

The yard will continue to perform repair work on other 
ships. 
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NUCLEAR TRIAD: 
23. DoD Leaders Reemphasize Commitment To Nuclear Triad 
(DEFENSE DAILY 20 SEP 12) ... Pat Host 

NATIONAL HARBOR, Md.--Defense Department 
leaders re-emphasized their commitment to the nuclear triad 
this week at the Air Force Association's 2012 Air and Space 
Exposition here. 

Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Army Gen. Martin 
Dempsey told an audience yesterday though future budget 
challenges may cause the Pentagon to reassess how it manages 
the nuclear triad--composed of land, sea and air-based 
deterrence--it remains committed to it. 

“Future budget challenges could cause us to rethink the 
way we manage our nuclear enterprise,” Dempsey said. “But, 
for now I can tell you, categorically and definitively, we are 
committed to a nuclear triad.” 

Air Force Chief of Staff Gen. Mark Welsh said Tuesday 
during his state of the Air Force speech the nuclear mission is 
the service's foremost priority. 

“The nuclear mission, continuing the strength of the 
enterprise, is still our number one priority in the United States 
Air Force and it will remain that way,” Welsh said. “It's a big 
deal for us, we can't ever afford to get this wrong.” 

Pentagon officials are assessing every program in today's 
era of tightening defense budgets and the nuclear enterprise is 
no exception. U.S. Strategic Command (STRATCOM) Chief 
Air Force Gen. Robert Kehler in July defended plans to build 
12 SSBN(X) ballistic-missile submarines. Lawmakers and 
Pentagon officials are keeping a close eye on the cost of of the 
Ohio-class submarine replacement program, which is just 
beginning in the research stages but is expected to dominate 
shipbuilding spending in the 2020s. 

The House Armed Services Committee has directed the 
Navy and STRATCOM to report on alternative options to 
current SSBN(X) plans, including dipping the fleet to as few 
as eight subs with 20 missile tubes each. Kehler said the 
number of SSBN(X) subs could increase beyond 12 (Defense 
Daily, July 13). 

Kehler said in late May he is “most concerned” with the 
potential for declining or inadequate investment in the nuclear 
enterprise itself, a diminishing investment that would result in 
DoD's inability to keep the nuclear deterrent force able and 
ready to do its job (Defense Daily, May 31). 
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ACQUISTION / CONTRACTS: 
24. DoD To Back Off Push For Type of Fixed-Price Contract 
(DEFENSE DAILY 20 SEP 12) ... Emelie Rutherford 

The Pentagon overreacted when it pushed for having one 
type of fixed-price contract with industry and will 

acknowledge the need for varied types of business deals in a 
new acquisition effort, a senior official said. 
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Under Secretary of Defense for Acquisition, Technology 
and Logistics Frank Kendall provided more details yesterday 
about “Better Buying Power 2.0,” an updated version of a 
program to make the defense acquisition system more efficient 
that Deputy Defense Secretary Ashton Carter created two 
years ago. 

Kendall said the new and revised Better Buying Power 
effort will be rolled out to the defense industry in the coming 
weeks. It is intended to get Pentagon officials “thinking better 
about the contract type they use” for deals with the defense 
industry, he said. 

“(In) the first iteration of Better Buying Power, we 
emphasized fixed-price, incentive-fee contracts. What 
happened was a bit of an overreaction,” Kendall said 
yesterday at a Capitol Hill event sponsored by the Aerospace 
Industries Association (AIA). 

He said some Pentagon officials incorrectly thought 
having that type of contract--which is popular with 
lawmakers--was the “solution” to use as they work to keep 
weapons programs on track. Contractors, meanwhile, tend to 
not like fixed-priced contracts--which require them to pay for 
cost increases--for programs that have new technologies and 
future costs that are hard to predict. Kendall said Pentagon 
officials are acknowledging that other types of contracts still 
have their place in deals with the defense industry. 

“We want them to use the right type of contract for 
whatever it is they’re doing,” Kendall said. “We have eight 
contract types for a reason.” Those eight contract varieties 
include cost-plus ones that put government on the hook for at 
least some cost overruns. 

The Pentagon still wants to use “more” fixed-price, 
incentive-fee contracts, Kendall told the Capitol Hill audience, 
particularly for weapon systems in early production. 

Kendall talked earlier this month about his plans to revise 
the Better Buying Power initiative, telling a defense-industry 

conference that Pentagon officials found over the past two 
years that “some of those things worked very well, some of 
them have not turned out to be all that productive, others have 
been difficult to implement, and we have more work to do.” 
(Defense Daily, Sept. 10) 

Kendall provided more details yesterday about the 
revamped effort. He said the Pentagon will provide a draft of 
the new program to defense firms “in the next few weeks” to 
garner feedback. 

He said the effort will still “require affordability,” having 
it as a requirement of weapons programs. The Pentagon can no 
longer keep alive programs that it simply can’t afford, he said. 

“We should have realized that we couldn’t afford them,” 
he said about programs canceled after costly research efforts. 
“We should not have started them.” 

He gave the example of the Marine Corps’ decade-long 
program to develop an Expeditionary Fighting Vehicle, a 
costly program canceled before any of the vehicles were 
fielded. 

Kendall also said “should-costs” analyses of programs are 
“here to stay.” 

“Should-cost is part of a cultural change as far as I’m 
concerned,” he said. In that new culture, he said, Pentagon 
officials are encouraged to save money on programs, using 
their should-cost analyses as guides instead of the presumably-
higher funding in the budget. 

The revamped Better Buying Initiative also seeks to 
“eliminate bureaucracy” in the Pentagon and improve 
workforce development for the Pentagon’s acquisition 
community, Kendall said. He also wants service chiefs to have 
a more-active role in developing requirements for weapon 
systems. 

Kendall also is undertaking the task of rewriting DoD 
Instruction 5000.02, which dictates how the Pentagon 
acquisition system operates. 

Return to Index 
 
 

NGEN: 
25. Navy’s $4.5 Billion Network Faces Cost Overrun Risk, GAO Says 
(BLOOMBERG GOVERNMENT 20 SEP 12) ... Nick Taborek 

Flaws in the U.S. Navy’s plan for a $4.5 billion 
communications network contract are making more delays and 
higher costs increasingly likely, government auditors said. 

The Navy plans to select one or two companies by April 
to operate the so-called Next Generation Enterprise Network, 
or NGEN, for a five-year term. With about 800,000 users, the 
communication network is the largest in the federal 
government. 

Hewlett-Packard Co., which operates the Navy’s existing 
network, has teamed with companies including Lockheed 
Martin Corp. to pursue the work. Computer Sciences Corp. 
and Harris Corp. formed a separate team to compete. 

“The program faces an increased probability that 
transition from its existing system to NGEN will face further 
delays and cost overruns,” according to a report yesterday 
from the Government Accountability Office, Congress’s 
investigative arm. 

The Navy doesn’t know whether its approach is the most 
cost-effective, and the service hasn’t taken adequate steps to 
mitigate risks, the report said. 

“We welcome and value the independent assessment of 
the GAO,” Cate Mueller, a spokeswoman for the Navy, said 
yesterday in an e-mail. She referred questions about the 
GAO’s findings to the Defense Department’s written response 
included in the report. 

The Navy “has already taken several steps to bolster 
NGEN’s risk management and mitigation program,” the 
Pentagon said in its response. 

The office responsible for NGEN has increased the 
number of meetings held to address risk management and has 
reduced the time it takes to respond to concerns, the 
department said. 

Bids for NGEN were due in August, after project 
milestones were delayed as long as 17 months, according to 
GAO. 
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CYBER: 
26. Pentagon Slow To Improve Computer Defenses, Official Says 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 19 SEP 12) ... David Lerman 

The Defense Department is moving “way too slowly” to 
protect the U.S. from cyber attacks, the Pentagon’s No. 2 
official said today. 

“We’re still vulnerable, and the pace is not adequate,” 
Deputy Defense Secretary Ashton Carter said in a speech to 
the Air Force Associaton’s annual conference in Maryland. “I 
hope this isn’t one of those situations where we won’t do what 
we need to do until we get slammed.” 

While the Pentagon has been focused on defending its 
own computer networks and developing cyber weapons, it’s 
been struggling to find ways to help private companies protect 
themselves from cyber attacks, he said. 

“That’s a little harder,” Carter said. Most computer 
networks are controlled by “private entities who typically fail 
to invest or under-invest in their security.” 

Antitrust concerns are complicating the Pentagon’s task, 
Carter said. 

“When we provide information to Company A, do we 
have to provide the same information to Company B?” he 
asked. “Can Company A provide information to Company B, 
or does that violate the antitrust laws?” 

Carter said myriad questions must be resolved as the 
Defense Department tries to make private computer networks 
less vulnerable to attack. 

“Should we require private industry to control its 
networks, or is that the heavy hand of government 
regulation?” he asked. “We’re working our way through all 
these issues, my own view is, way too slowly.” 

Increasing Attacks 
Pentagon leaders agree that cyber security is an 

increasingly important focus -- and area for spending -- as the 
threat of cyber attacks increases. 

“We’ve all got to be thinking about cyber,” U.S. Army 
General Martin Dempsey, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff, said in a separate speech to the Air Force Association 
today. “It will be a game-changer.” 

Still, military leaders are wrestling with how best to 
organize themselves for the new threats and assess what they 
need. 

“This is a really fuzzy area for a lot of people,” said 
General Mark Welsh, the new Air Force chief of staff, in a 
talk with reporters yesterday. 

“I’m just a little hesitant to commit wholeheartedly to 
major resources to an area that I don’t completely 
understand.” 

Without more clearly defined requirements, Welsh told 
the Air Force Association conference, “I’m concerned it’s a 
black hole.” 

Information Sharing 
In May, Pentagon officials predicted that as many as 

1,000 defense contractors may join a voluntary effort to share 
classified information on cyber threats under an expansion of a 
first-ever initiative to protect computer networks. 

Following a pilot program that involved 36 contractors 
and three of the biggest U.S. Internet providers, the Obama 
administration approved a rule letting the Pentagon enlist all 
contractors and Internet providers with security clearances in 
the information exchange, Eric Rosenbach, deputy assistant 
secretary of defense for cyber policy, said at the time. 

Cyber threats facing the U.S. defense industry and its 
“unclassified information systems represent an unacceptable 
risk of compromise of DoD information and pose an imminent 
threat to U.S. national security and economic security 
interests,” according to the federal rule authorizing the 
expanded Department of Defense program. 

Information needs to be shared because hackers, 
especially in China, are accelerating efforts to penetrate 
computer networks such as those of defense contractors, Rear 
Admiral Samuel Cox, director of intelligence for U.S. Cyber 
Command, told reporters at a conference in April. 

“Chinese capabilities in computer network operations 
have advanced sufficiently to pose genuine risk to U.S. 
military operations in the event of a conflict,” according to a 
March report by the U.S.-China Economic Security Review 
Commission, a group created by Congress to monitor China. 
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27. Private Networks Vulnerable To Cyber Attack: Pentagon 
(REUTERS 19 SEP 12) ... Andrea Shalal-Esa 

WASHINGTON -- Privately-owned computer networks 
remain vulnerable to cyber attacks, and many U.S. companies 
are not doing enough to protect them, Deputy Defense 
Secretary Ashton Carter said on Wednesday. 

"I hope this isn't one of those situations where we won't 
do what we need to do until we get slammed," Carter told the 
annual Air Force Association conference. 

Attacks on American computer infrastructure by other 
countries and criminal gangs have soared in recent years, 
according to U.S. government officials. 

Efforts to pass legislation to strengthen U.S. cyber 
security have met obstacles such as privacy issues, prompting 

the White House to consider an executive order to protect U.S. 
computer networks from attack. 

Carter said the Pentagon was doing all it could to protect 
its own networks and develop offensive cyber weapons, but 
shoring up the nation's overall cyber infrastructure -- much of 
which is privately held -- was far more challenging. 

"When it comes to the nation's networks there are many 
other forces and considerations that make it very complicated, 
and therefore very slow, and I'm concerned that it's moving 
too slowly," he told Reuters after his remarks at the 
conference. 

"We're still vulnerable and the pace is not adequate," 
Carter told the conference, noting that many private 
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companies either did not invest at all -- or invested too little in 
cyber security. 

General Martin Dempsey, chairman of the U.S. Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, echoed his concerns about the vulnerabilities 
of U.S. computer systems and said cyberspace operations 
would be fully "integrated into the way we do business in the 
future." 

"We better take seriously the threat in cyber space," 
Dempsey told Reuters after a speech at the conference. "We've 
got to get ourselves better prepared for the kind of activities in 
cyber that are happening all over the globe." 

Congress' failure to pass cyber security legislation this 
summer was very disappointing, Carter told Reuters after the 
speech, noting that the proposed measure would have helped 
increase U.S. cybersecurity "tremendously.” 

As a result, he said, the Obama administration was trying 
to move ahead on its own, within existing legislative 
constraints. 

"We're trying to do without legislation some of the things 
-- obviously we can't do everything -- that we need to do," he 
said. 

White House homeland security adviser John Brennan 
last month said the White House was exploring whether to 
issue an executive order to protect the nation's critical 
computer infrastructure, but gave no details on the timing or 
possible content of such an order. 

Senator Jay Rockefeller, who heads the Senate Commerce 
Committee, on Wednesday sent letters to the 500 biggest U.S. 
companies, challenging them to step up their computer 
security and blaming the defeat of the legislation on concerns 
raised by "a handful of business lobbying groups and trade 
associations." 

He asked the companies to identify their own best 
practices and to spell out their concerns about government-
conducted risk assessments that were part of the cybersecurity 
bill. He warned that the companies could face "reactive and 
overly prescriptive legislation" if nothing was done until some 
cyber disaster. 

Carter told hundreds of industry executives and military 
officials at the conference that protecting the country's 
privately-controlled computer networks raised myriad antitrust 
and privacy questions that needed to be addressed more 
quickly. 

Some of those questions center on the amount and type of 
data that can be shared among private companies and with the 
government, and to what extent the government can get 
involved in protecting private networks. 

The Pentagon is facing mounting budget pressures, 
especially if Congress fails to avert an additional $500 billion 
in across-the-board defense cuts due to start taking effect in 
January. 

Carter said the budget reductions would have a 
devastating effect on a number of Pentagon programs, but 
continued investment in offensive and defense cyber 
operations would continue, along with unmanned systems, 
space capabilities and electronic warfare. 

General Mark Welsh, the Air Force's new chief of staff, 
on Tuesday told reporters that he planned to take a hard look 
at funding for cyber operations until the Pentagon more clearly 
spelled out its requirements for new "cyber warriors." 

"Until we're all on board and under the same direction, 
I'm a little hesitant to commit wholeheartedly a major resource 
expenditure in an area that I don't completely understand," he 
said. 

Debora Plunkett, of the secretive National Security 
Agency, whose responsibilities include protecting U.S. 
government computer networks, predicted earlier this month 
that Congress would pass long-stalled cybersecurity 
legislation within the next year. 

She said other nations were increasingly employing cyber 
attacks without "any sense of restraint," citing "reckless" 
behaviors that neither the United States nor the Soviet Union 
would have dared at the height of Cold War tensions. 

In July, NSA Director General Keith Alexander said the 
number of computer attacks from hackers, criminal gangs and 
foreign nations on American infrastructure had increased 17-
fold from 2009 to 2011. 
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28. Carter: DoD Considering Separate Cyber Command 
(DEFENSE DAILY 20 SEP 12) ... Pat Host 

NATIONAL HARBOR, Md.--The Defense Department is 
considering establishing an independent cyber warfare 
combatant command that could directly report to the Office of 
the Secretary of Defense (OSD). 

“We are looking at a separate cyber command and that 
may be something to do in the future,” Deputy Defense 
Secretary Ashton Carter said yesterday at the Air Force 
Association's 2012 Air and Sea Exposition here. 

U.S. Cyber Command (CYBERCOM) is currently a sub-
unified command subordinate to U.S. Strategic Command 
(STRATCOM) with service elements including Army Cyber 
Command, Air Force Cyber Command, Fleet Cyber 
Command and Marine Forces Cyber Command. The move 
could give CYBERCOM's chief more sway and power since 
he could have a direct line to Pentagon brass, but Carter didn't 
divulge many specifics. 

DoD spokesman Air Force Lt. Col. Damien Pickart said 
yesterday the Joint Chiefs of Staff has been examining 

different command options but Defense Secretary Leon 
Panetta has not made a decision on whether to recommend a 
change to President Obama. 

Army Gen. Keith Alexander is the current CYBERCOM 
chief. Carter said creating a separate cyber command is not 
DoD's only concern for cyber. He said there are three areas for 
DoD to focus on, the first of which is defense of its own 
networks. 

“It's still technically very challenging and I have my 
concerns about the security of our networks and the integrity 
of our networks,” Carter said. 

A second cyber area for DoD to focus on is developing 
cyber weapons as weapons of war, doing the intelligence 
preparation and preparing for the deployment of those 
weapons. 

Carter said the third cyber area, protecting the nation from 
cyber attack, is a little more difficult because the Pentagon is 
just one of many players when it comes to national cyber 
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defense. The Department of Homeland Security and 
intelligence agencies also hold national cyber interests, not to 
mention private businesses like defense contractors. 

“The most important thing is that most of those networks 
are not owned nor controlled by us,” Carter said regarding 
private sector networks. “They're owned and controlled by 
private entities who typically fail to invest or under-invest in 
their security. And when we offer to assist them in protecting 
them, we run up against a lot of barriers that we're slowly 
trying to knock down and reason our way through, like anti-
trust issues.” 

Carter also said the Pentagon will “permanently” station 
the F-35 Joint Strike Fighter in the Asia-Pacific region. The F-
35 is developed by Lockheed Martin. 

“Our newest forces are going to the Asia-Pacific first,” 
Carter said. 

Like other Pentagon representatives at the exposition, 
Carter took aim at Congress, this time for impeding Pentagon 
export control reform initiatives. Carter said he thinks the 
main export control agencies--State, Commerce and Defense 
Departments--are all aligned in their views, but that Congress 
has different ideas. 

“I think we have done a great deal over the last three 
years to get our processes aligned and get fast common sense 
answers to export control questions,” Carter said. “Where I 
cannot give you much optimism, at the moment is 
elsewhere...You have Congress, which has views of its own.” 
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ARCTIC: 
29. Ending Its Summer Melt, Arctic Sea Ice Sets A New Low That Leads To Warnings 
(NEW YORK TIMES 20 SEP 12) ... Justin Gillis 

The drastic melting of Arctic sea ice has finally ended for 
the year, scientists announced Wednesday, but not before 
demolishing the previous record — and setting off new 
warnings about the rapid pace of change in the region. 

The apparent low point for 2012 was reached Sunday, 
according to the National Snow and Ice Data Center, which 
said that sea ice that day covered about 1.32 million square 
miles, or 24 percent, of the surface of the Arctic Ocean. The 
previous low, set in 2007, was 29 percent. 

When satellite tracking began in the late 1970s, sea ice at 
its lowest point in the summer typically covered about half the 
Arctic Ocean, but it has been declining in fits and starts over 
the decades. 

“The Arctic is the earth’s air-conditioner,” said Walt 
Meier, a research scientist at the snow and ice center, an 
agency sponsored by the government. “We’re losing that. It’s 
not just that polar bears might go extinct, or that native 
communities might have to adapt, which we’re already seeing 
— there are larger climate effects.” 

His agency waited a few days before announcing the low 
to be sure sea ice had started to refreeze, as it usually does at 
this time of year, when winter closes in rapidly in the high 
Arctic. A shell of ice will cover much of the Arctic Ocean in 
coming months, but it is likely to be thin and prone to melting 
when summer returns. 

Scientists consider the rapid warming of the region to be a 
consequence of the human release of greenhouse gases, and 
they see the melting as an early warning of big changes to 
come in the rest of the world. 

Some of them also think the collapse of Arctic sea ice has 
already started to alter atmospheric patterns in the Northern 
Hemisphere, contributing to greater extremes of weather in the 
United States and other countries, but that case is not 
considered proven. 

The sea ice is declining much faster than had been 
predicted in the last big United Nations report on the state of 
the climate, published in 2007. The most sophisticated 
computer analyses for that report suggested that the ice would 
not disappear before the middle of this century, if then. 

Now, some scientists think the Arctic Ocean could be 
largely free of summer ice as soon as 2020. But governments 

have not responded to the change with any greater urgency 
about limiting greenhouse emissions. To the contrary, their 
main response has been to plan for exploitation of newly 
accessible minerals in the Arctic, including drilling for more 
oil. 

Scientists said Wednesday that the Arctic has become a 
prime example of the built-in conservatism of their climate 
forecasts. As dire as their warnings about the long-term 
consequences of heat-trapping emissions have been, many of 
them fear they may still be underestimating the speed and 
severity of the impending changes. 

In a panel discussion on Wednesday in New York 
sponsored by Greenpeace, the environmental group, James E. 
Hansen, a prominent NASA climate scientist, said the Arctic 
melting should serve as a warning to the public of the risks 
that society is running by failing to limit emissions. 

“The scientific community realizes that we have a 
planetary emergency,” Dr. Hansen said. “It’s hard for the 
public to recognize this because they stick their head out the 
window and don’t see that much going on.” 

A prime concern is the potential for a large rise in the 
level of the world’s oceans. The decline of Arctic sea ice does 
not contribute directly to that problem, since the ice is already 
floating and therefore displacing its weight in water. 

But the disappearance of summer ice cover replaces a 
white, reflective surface with a much darker ocean surface, 
allowing the region to trap more of the sun’s heat, which in 
turn melts more ice. The extra heat in the ocean appears to be 
contributing to an accelerating melt of the nearby Greenland 
ice sheet, which does contribute to the rise in sea level. 

At one point this summer, surface melt was occurring 
across 97 percent of the Greenland ice sheet, a development 
not seen before in the era of satellite measurements, although 
geological research suggests that it has happened in the past. 

The sea is now rising at a rate of about a foot per century, 
but scientists like Dr. Hansen expect this rate to increase as the 
planet warms, putting coastal settlements at risk. 

A scientist at the snow and ice center, Julienne C. 
Stroeve, took a ride on a Greenpeace ship recently to inspect 
the Arctic Ocean for herself. Interviewed this week after 
pulling into port at the island of Spitsbergen, she said one of 
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her goals had been to debark on ice floes and measure them, 
but that it had been difficult to find any large enough to 
support her weight. 

Ice floes were numerous in spots, she said, but “when we 
got further into the ice pack, there were just large expanses of 
open water.” 
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OUTREACH: 
30. America Needs A Robust Navy 
(SAVANNAH (GA) MORNING NEWS 20 SEP 12) ... Rear Adm. Willie Metts 

This year marks the bicentennial of the War of 1812. 
Many of the qualities that shaped and helped the Navy win 
200 years ago still hold true today: The fighting spirit of the 
Navy’s Sailors, the Navy’s innovation and technological 
supremacy, the direct link between a strong Navy and a 
prosperous America through free world trade, and the Navy’s 
key role in preserving American sovereignty. 

The United States is a maritime nation, bounded by 
oceans on both sides. Consider that water covers about 70 
percent of the earth’s surface. About 80 percent of the world’s 
population lives near the sea, and about 90 percent of all world 
trade by volume travels by sea. 

What happens on the sea matters. It matters to world 
peace. It matters to our economy and to the preservation of 
prosperity. It also matters to our national defense. 

A strong Navy is necessary to preserve the American way 
of life. 

The Navy’s job continues to get bigger. The President’s 
national security strategy emphasizes our commitment in the 
Asia-Pacific and Middle East regions, vast, maritime areas of 
the world ideally suited for naval operations and in which the 
Navy maintains a robust presence. 

Elsewhere in the world, we face diverse challenges. We 
are a nation at war. We face a terrorist network that has 
attacked our country before, and vows to do so again. 

Unstable regimes are developing nuclear weapons. Rising 
powers have begun military buildups to match their economic 
growth. Weak and failed states create havens for groups that 
seek to do us harm, such as al-Qaeda in Afghanistan and 
Somali pirates. 

The Navy is ideally suited for this kind of world. Our 
ships, submarines and aircraft can go anywhere on the sea on 
short notice, and they can do all of their work from the sea. 

From the sea, Navy ships and submarines can destroy 
targets located far inland. Navy aircraft don’t need airstrips on 
the ground. From the sea, they take off from aircraft carriers. 
From the sea, Navy SEAL teams can carry out special 
operations worldwide. 

On any given day, the Navy has the ability to attack a 
terrorist camp, capture a pirate vessel and deliver emergency 
relief, all in different parts of the world. Being able to do all of 
these things from the sea is important, as we may not be able 
to get another country’s permission to come ashore. 

Our ready force also requires us to be smart about how we 
power our ships, aircraft and submarines. That’s why the Navy 
is a leader in pursuing our warfighting advantage through 
innovation in energy. 

By 2016, the Navy will sail the Great Green Fleet, a 
carrier strike group composed of nuclear-powered ships, 
hybrid electric ships running on biofuel, and aircraft flying on 
biofuel. We have tripled our solar energy use, and we are 
exploring wind, geothermal and hydrothermal power. 

These initiatives will give us a warfighting advantage in 
the next war. They may help avoid the next war altogether. 

Rear Admiral Willie Metts graduated from Savannah 
State University in 1985 with a bachelor’s degree in 
electronics engineerint technology. He is a native of Danville, 
Ga. 
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COMMENTARY: 
31. It Will Take Adults To Handle Sequestration 
(WASHINGTON POST 20 SEP 12) ... Walter Pincus 

“My hope is that following the presidential election, 
whatever adults remain in the two political parties will make 
the compromises necessary to put this country back in order.” 

Those were the words of former defense secretary Robert 
M. Gates, speaking Monday before a bipartisan panel of 
former members of Congress who see the post-election “lame 
duck” session of Congress as the make-or-break time to take a 
real step toward dealing with our fiscal problems. 

The event, sponsored by the Center for Strategic and 
International Studies and other organizations, emphasized the 
need to head off the sequestration provisions of the 2011 
Budget Control Act (BCA). They are concerned that 
sequestration would require $50 billion in additional cuts next 
year. Also, over the following nine years spending would 

grow, but each year it would be $50 billion less than originally 
planned. 

Those across-the-board sequestration reductions, along 
with a roughly similar amount in non-defense discretionary 
budgets of all agencies, are scheduled to begin Jan. 3. 

“Sequestration,” Gates said, “reminds me of the scene 
from ‘Blazing Saddles’ where the sheriff holds a gun to his 
own head and warns the crowd not to make him shoot.” 

It was never meant to happen. It was agreed to by 
congressional Democrats and Republicans and President 
Obama as the way to force a compromise for $1.2 trillion in 
debt reduction over the next 10 years through increased 
revenue and budget cuts. 

The original $1 billion agreed to in the 2011 BCA was 
solely in budget cuts because Republicans refused to accept 
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any revenue increases. The fact that the end of the Bush tax 
cuts have to be dealt with by Dec. 31 makes the lame-duck 
session even more critical. 

As of today, the only way to stop sequestration is for the 
current Congress and president to agree on some new 
legislative approach — one that clearly will be influenced by 
the Nov. 6 election. 

Gates recalled trying to cap the F-22 stealth fighter 
program when everyone agreed that procurement needed 
reform. His predecessors, including Dick Cheney, all had cut 
that program. However, as Gates put it, “The F-22 had 
suppliers in 44 states. That’s 88 senators.” It took an Obama 
veto threat to cap the program at 188 airplanes, far below the 
720 planned. (The F-22 is one program Mitt Romney has said 
he wants to resume.) 

“Figuring out how to get these people [in Congress] to 
rise above their parochial interests and frankly be willing to 
put their reelection at risk to do the right thing for the country” 
is critical, Gates said. He pointed out that reducing defense 
alone does not solve the problem because roughly two-thirds 
of all federal spending goes to entitlements. 

Erskine Bowles, President Bill Clinton’s chief of staff and 
budget director, and former senator Alan Simpson (R-Wyo.) 
chaired the bipartisan commission that came up with a deficit-
reduction plan that never got enough support. 

Bowles said Monday that every dollar spent last year “on 
national security, homeland security, education, infrastructure, 
research … was borrowed, and half of it was borrowed from 
foreign countries.” He laid out five areas that would help with 
the deficit. The first is health care. His facts were familiar, 
such as our spending twice as much on health care than any 
other developed country, yet ranking “between 25th and 50th 
in things like infant mortality, life expectancy and preventable 
death.” The 32 million uninsured are treated in the ER, where 
costs are five to seven times that in a doctor’s office. Those 
costs shift to taxpayers with higher insurance and tax rates. 

Defense is his No. 2. He noted that we spend more on 
defense than the next 15 largest countries combined — 
including Russia and China. 

The third problem Bowles outlined was the tax code, 
which he called “the most inefficient, ineffective, globally 
anti-competitive income tax code that man could dream up.” 
He said in 2011 that the government got $1.3 trillion in 
income taxes but lost $1.1 trillion through “backdoor spending 
in the tax code.” 

He listed Social Security as the fourth biggest problem. 
“We never talk about it in terms of deficit reduction,” he 
noted. Simpson had earlier told the panel that howls are heard 
to suggestions of going to age 68 by 2050 before you can draw 
Social Security or raising current wages subject to the payroll 
tax from $110,000 to $200,000 “where it should be.” 

Interest on the national debt, which Bowles put at $250 
billion a year, was his fifth target. The -total is more than 
what’s spent on Commerce, Education, Energy, Homeland 
Security, Interior, Justice and State combined. 

If interest rates were not at today’s low levels, 1.82 
percent for a 10-year bond, but at the 2002 level of 3.86 
percent, interest payments would more than double and almost 
swallow all of the base Defense Department budget. 

Former budget director Alice Rivlin, who sat on the 
Simpson-Bowles panel, summed up what could be done. First, 
reduce Medicare and Medicaid growth and put Social Security 
on a firm foundation — hard for Democrats, she said. Then, 
impose tax reforms that raise more revenue — “hard for 
Republicans.” And reduce defense and domestic 
appropriations — “hard for everybody.” 

Former senator Pete Domenici (R-N.M.), another panel 
member, picked up Gates’s remark, noting that when the 
“adults come back from campaigning … let us hope those 
adults are from both parties. Let’s hope they are willing to 
give and compromise in the best interests of this great 
country.” 

Amen. 
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32. Chinese Navy Grows New Muscle To Flex In Region 
(SYDNEY MORNING HERALD 20 SEP 12) ... Michael Richardson 

In the latest step in its naval modernisation and expansion, 
China recently announced that it was accelerating serial 
production of an advanced destroyer. This will tilt the regional 
balance of power at sea in its favour and put it in a stronger 
position to enforce its sovereignty claims over Taiwan and in 
the South and East China seas. 

Yet the significance of this development and earlier 
moves to re-shape the Chinese navy has tended to be 
overshadowed by news about China's refurbished Soviet-era 
aircraft carrier, which has just completed its 10th sea trial. In 
fact, if the 60,000-tonne carrier becomes the nominal flagship 
of the Chinese navy, it is still quite a way from operational 
readiness. Even in service, it will have a limited role, mainly 
for training and evaluation before the expected launch of 
China's first home-built carriers after 2015. Meanwhile, 
several decades of double-digit growth in military spending 
and improvements in Chinese naval engineering are producing 
a fleet that is primarily focused on regional maritime 
dominance and deterring U.S. intervention in any potential 
conflict over Taiwan or in the South and East China seas, 

where Beijing contests control of disputed islands and 
maritime resources with south-east Asian countries and Japan. 

The Chinese navy is “acquiring the hardware it needs to 
prosecute a major regional naval showdown,” according to 
Andrew Erickson and Gabe Collins, two leading U.S. analysts 
of Chinese military developments. Latest reports in the 
Chinese media say that the sixth destroyer in the Type 052C 
Luyang II-class has been launched and that the shipyard that 
builds them in Shanghai is laying down an average of two 
hulls per year. The Global Times , controlled by the 
Communist Party, reported on September 5 that a new 
destroyer under construction in the shipyard in a nearby 
hangar “appears to be the Type 052D, the 052C's successor.” 
It said that mass production of the destroyer was “the highlight 
in the second wave of massive (naval) shipbuilding after 
2000,” and that the six Type 052Cs were launched at very 
short intervals since the end of 2010, with at least one of them 
already commissioned this year. “As the most sophisticated 
combat ships, Aegis destroyers are commonly referred to as 
air-defence destroyers equipped with phased array radars and 
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modern ship-to-air missiles, which enable the ships to provide 
regional air defence shields for the entire fleet,” the newspaper 
reported. 

The Type 052D is described by Japanese and U.S. 
specialists as a stealthy, 6000-tonne destroyer with 64 vertical 
launch cannisters embedded in the hull to enable quick firing 
of anti-air, anti-ship, or land-attack missiles. This makes the 
new Chinese warship somewhat smaller in size and firepower 
than the U.S. Navy's Arleigh Burke-class destoyers and 
Ticonderoga-class guided-missile cruisers. 

Advertisement But Toshi Yoshihara and James Holmes, 
who wrote a book on the growth of China's navy, say that the 
latest Chinese destroyer still “packs a punch for localised 
conflicts in Asian waters.” Taiwan is concerned that Chinese 
Type 052Ds deployed to Pacific waters east of Taiwan in a 
crisis could work in tandem with mainland forces and in effect 
surround the island's air defences, mounting a threat from all 
sides to Taiwanese planes and missiles. Taiwanese analysts 
expect China to build at least 10 of the Type 052Ds to add to 
the six Type 052Cs, creating a fleet of 16 Aegis-equivalent 
warships. By contrast, Japan and South Korea, the only other 
Asian military powers with such destroyers, have six and three 
Aegis-equipped warships respectively. This would enable the 
Chinese navy to face any Asian fleet with good prospects of 
success, though not the U.S. Navy. 

In its latest annual report to Congress on the Chinese 
military in May, the U.S. Defence Department said that China 
had the largest force of warships, submarines and amphibious 
vessels in Asia, with almost 80 major surface combatants, 
more than 50 submarines, about 50 amphibious and landing 

ships, and some 85 smaller, missile-armed fast attack craft. 
China has been building and putting into service an increasing 
number of ships that would enable it to achieve its objectives 
in Taiwan and the South and East China seas. They are 
expected to include up to eight 20,000-tonne amphibious 
landing ships that can carry as many as 800 troops, as well as 
hovercraft, armoured vehicles and helicopters. At least two 
such ships are in service. 

Last month, China commissioned its first Type 056 
corvette, an 1800-tonne warship armed with anti-ship missiles 
and able to operate in relatively shallow waters. Nine more are 
under construction and at least 16 are planned. 

Since 2004, China has also deployed a fleet of about 60 
Houbei-class fast attack missile boats. With catamaran hulls 
made of aluminium and a shallow draft, these vessels appear 
tailor-made for the atoll and reef-strewn disputed waters of the 
South China Sea. 

Yoshihara and Holmes say that the Chinese destroyers, 
frigates, amphibious landing ships, corvettes and Houbei 
missile boats could be used to form expeditionary strike 
groups that would easily outmatch those deployed by south-
east Asian navies. Such fleets “would be particularly well-
suited to seize islands in the South China Sea,” they add. 
China's regionally focused military may still be no match for 
U.S. might. But it could clearly overwhelm individual Asian 
rivals and raise the cost of U.S. intervention - perhaps to 
unacceptably high levels. 

The writer is a visiting senior research fellow at the 
Institute of South East Asian Studies in Singapore. 
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33. The USS Fort Worth Has Finally Arrived 
(FORT WORTH STAR-TELEGRAM 20 SEP 12) ... Editorial 

You have to hand it to U.S. Rep. Kay Granger: She 
latched onto the idea of getting a Navy ship named after Fort 
Worth and never let go. 

On Saturday, Granger is expected to be in Galveston 
along with a herd of local residents for the official ceremony 
changing the name of a vessel heretofore known as LCS 3, 
which she christened almost two years ago at a Wisconsin 
shipyard, to the long-sought USS Fort Worth. 

It will be a proud moment for Granger, for the local 
commissioning committee that has planned the event, and for 
Fort Worth. 

That pride will continue as long as the ship serves in our 
nation's defense -- suffice it to say, a long, long time. 

Granger first floated the idea of getting a Navy ship 
named for Fort Worth a decade ago, but she formally launched 
the idea in April 2006. 

She gathered a team of community leaders behind her and 
began to push. 

It helped that former Navy Secretary Gordon England, a 
Fort Worth resident, was for the idea. It also helped when 
England was promoted to deputy defense secretary. 

The name announcement finally came from then-Navy 
Secretary Donald Winter in March 2009. 

And a fine ship she is. The USS Fort Worth is the Navy's 
third littoral combat ship, conceived after 9-11 as "a high-
speed, agile, shallow-draft surface combatant" designed for 
action on inshore coastal waters and narrow straits. 

It can be configured for specific missions calling for mine 
countermeasures, surface warfare or anti-submarine warfare. 

Nine more littoral combat ships are under construction, 
eight of them to be named after U.S. cities (Coronado, 
Milwaukee, Jackson, Detroit, Montgomery, Little Rock, Sioux 
City and Omaha). 

One will be named for former Arizona congresswoman 
Gabrielle Giffords. 

Granger and the many people who helped her secure this 
honor for Fort Worth are to be commended and congratulated. 
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34. From Annapolis To Afghanistan 
Book shows how 9/11 changed the future for Naval Academy Class of 2002 
(BALTIMORE SUN 20 SEP 12) ... Susan Reimer 

They were walking to class on that bright blue September 
morning when the World Trade Center buildings and the 

Pentagon were hit and when a plane destined for Washington 
crashed into a Pennsylvania field. 
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The midshipmen at the U.S. Naval Academy had come to 
Annapolis as the children of military families, as athletes, as 
young patriots eager for service, or as the nation's brightest 
students, ready for rigorous academic challenges. 

But they graduated in June 2002 into a nation at war, 9/11 
as personal for them as Dec. 7 had been for the class of 1942. 
And the decade that followed would define them, in David 
Gergen's words, as "the next greatest generation." 

Memories, stories and lessons from the class of 2002 have 
been collected in a new book, "In the Shadow of Greatness: 
Voices of Leadership, Sacrifice and Service from America's 
Longest War," edited by classmates Joshua Welle, John Ennis, 
Katherine Kranz and Graham Plaster. It is published by Naval 
Institute Press; sales will benefit veterans and military 
charities. 

"This is not a Naval Academy book," said Lieutenant 
Commander Welle, though he included a chapter describing 
life at the Naval Academy, from plebe summer to the moment 
they throw their white hats in the air at graduation. "This is 
about what it means to be a military officer after 9/11. This is 
a leadership book." 

It has drawn high praise, especially within the military. 
Chief of Naval Operations Adm. Jonathan Greenert has put it 
on his list of 18 must-read books for naval officers. A copy 
will be in every ward room on every ship and in every library 
serving sailors and officers. 

But Lieutenant Welle hopes it will bridge the information 
gap with the American people, who (with some obvious 
exceptions, such as Marine families like mine) have thought of 
the Iraq and Afghanistan wars as Army wars. Most people 
understand less about the role of Navy and Marine pilots and 
Marine ground troops in these two wars. 

The editors solicited members of their class, and 125 of 
the 900-plus who graduated offered contributions. Of those, 
33 were published. Two were written by mothers who lost 
sons, and one is an anonymous tribute written by a young 
officer who saw his instructor, mentor and leader blown up in 
front of him in Iraq. 

One of the most poignant essays was written by Rocky 
Checca, a Marine who flew the CH-46 Sea Knight, the 

helicopter used to evacuate the wounded, the dying and the 
dead. He asks out loud if those who survived with lost limbs 
and lives forever changed resented him. 

"Were any of them like Lieutenant Dan from the movie 
'Forest Gump,' who hated Tom Hanks' character for rescuing 
him, forcing him to live life in a wheelchair instead of letting 
him die on the battlefield," he wrote. 

Some of the essays are less devastating. In "Find A Way, 
or Make One," Meghan Elger Courtney writes about battling 
military red tape so she could build a gym on a destroyer to 
improve the morale of the sailors. Meagan Varley Flannigan 
writes about piloting a Tomcat. Unable to unload her ordnance 
because "friendlies" were too close, she describes screaming 
low over the enemy and watching them scatter at the sight and 
sound of her jet. 

I was reporting from Annapolis on the morning of 9/11 
and went right to the Naval Academy to see how it was 
responding. The gates were closed, sandbagged, and the 
Marines assigned there were hunched behind machine guns. 

Inside, classes were canceled. The midshipmen ate in 
small groups in the cavernous King Hall instead of as an entire 
brigade. Rumors were rampant that the Academy was on a 
target list, and it made no sense to have the future of the U.S. 
Navy and the U.S. Marine Corps under one roof. 

One of the contributors to this collection writes that 
midshipmen were issued the dull bayonets with which they 
practiced drills, the better to protect the Academy if the enemy 
came over the sea wall. 

From that day on, the Naval Academy grounds, which 
had been like a lovely public park for visitors and 
Annapolitans, became almost an armed camp. It is that way 
still. 

Those of us who live in Annapolis like to think we live in 
a college town — the difference being that our students wear 
crisp uniforms, doff their hats and call you "sir" or "ma'am" 
and hold the door for you. 

That is still true, of course. But "In the Shadow of 
Greatness" reveals how profoundly life has changed for the 
young men and women who now graduate to war. 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Obama Threatens Force Against Syria 
(NEW YORK TIMES 21 AUG 12) ... Mark Landler 

WASHINGTON — President Obama warned Syria on Monday that it would face American military intervention if there were 
signs that its arsenal of unconventional weapons was being moved or prepared for use. It was Mr. Obama’s first direct threat of force 
against Syria, as he has resisted being drawn into the bloody 18-month rebellion. 

 
2. End Impasse On Defense Cuts  
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 21 AUG 12) ... Kate Wiltrout 

WASHINGTON -- President Barack Obama is calling on both parties to compromise in order to head off cuts in military 
spending set to take effect next year - and he made it clear he expects the wealthiest Americans to do their part, too. 

 
3. Service Members Killed In Afghan Helicopter Crash Identified 
Two SEALs, one explosive ordnance technician based in San Diego 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 20 AUG 12) ... Nathan Max 

Three of seven American service members killed in a helicopter crash last week in Afghanistan were based in San Diego, the 
Defense Department announced Monday afternoon. 

 

AAFFGGHHAANNIISSTTAANN::  
4. Rising Insider Attacks Imperil War Strategy 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 20 AUG 12) ... Robert Burns 

WASHINGTON — President Obama declared Monday he is sticking to his war strategy of using U.S. troops to advise and 
mentor Afghan forces, even as a suddenly growing number of Americans are being gunned down by the very Afghans they are 
training to take on insurgents. 

 
5. Most Afghan Insider Attacks Aren’t Taliban, Pentagon Says 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 20 AUG 12) ... David Lerman and Indira A.R. Lakshmanan 

The “vast majority” of insider attacks by Afghan forces against U.S. and allied troops stem from “disgruntled individuals” and not 
Taliban insurgents, Pentagon spokesman George Little said. 

 

MMIIDDEEAASSTT::  
6. Iran Unveils Upgraded Short-Range Missile 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 21 AUG 12) 

TEHRAN, Iran — Iran's president on Tuesday unveiled an upgraded version of a short-range surface-to-surface ballistic missile 
just weeks after it was test-fired, the country's state-media reported. 

 
7. Israeli Buzz On Attacking Iran Aims To Pressure U.S. 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 20 AUG 12) ... Delphine Matthieussent 

A high-volume public debate in Israel over a possible imminent military strike on Iran's nuclear facilities is designed to pressure 
Washington to back its ally more firmly, experts say. 
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AASSIIAA  ––  PPAACCIIFFIICC::  
8. Navy Unit Returns To Philippines To Help Find Plane Crash Victims 
(STARS AND STRIPES 21 AUG 12) ... Matthew M. Burke  

SASEBO NAVAL BASE, Japan — A U.S. Navy unit commissioned in the Philippines and relocated after the Vietnam War 
returned this week to help locate and recover the body of the Philippine interior secretary after a plane crash, officials from the U.S. 
Embassy in Manila said Tuesday. 

 
9. S. Korea To Spurn Japan's Formal Proposal Over Dokdo 
(YONHAP NEWS AGENCY (S.KOREA) 2A AUG 12) 

SEOUL/TOKYO -- South Korea will reject an expected formal proposal by Japan to take the issue of Dokdo to the International 
Court of Justice (ICJ), reaffirming its stance that there should not exist any territorial disputes over the islets because they are clearly 
Korean territory, officials said Tuesday. 

 
10. Japan Rejects China Protests Over Island Landing 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 20 AUG 12) 

TOKYO - Tokyo on Monday rejected Chinese protests over the raising of a Japanese flag on a disputed island, but called for 
progress in "mutually beneficial" relations with Beijing. 

 
11. India Issues Tenders For Modern Helicopters 
(DEFENSE NEWS 20 AUG 12) ... Vivek Raghuvanshi 

NEW DELHI — India is working through two global tenders worth more than $5 billion to solve a shortage of anti-submarine 
and light utility helicopters. 

 

PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
12. High Marks From Medical Staffers In Morale Survey 
Study shows improvement at BUMED since 2008 
(NAVY TIMES 27 AUG 12) ... Joshua Stewart 

Most medical care providers in the Navy are satisfied with their work, according to newly released findings of a survey taken 
within the Navy Bureau of Medicine and Surgery. 

 
13. Navy Veteran Overcomes Stroke, Heads To Paralympic Games 
Steven Peace's Navy Career Ended By Stroke; Peace Makes U.S. Paralympic Cycling Team 
(KGTV ABC SAN DIEGO 20 AUG 12) ... Bob Lawrence 

SAN DIEGO -- Three years ago, 38-year-old Steven Peace stepped into a custom-made bicycle for the first time. 
 

UUSSSS  CCOONNSSTTIITTUUTTIIOONN::  
14. USS Constitution Proves Hardiness 
On rare sail through Boston, ship held up well 
(BOSTON GLOBE 21 AUG 12) ... Melissa M. Werthmann 

Old Ironsides proved her brawn once again as she sailed under her own power Sunday, for just the second time in 131 
years."Structurally speaking, the ship held up fine,” said spokesman Frank Neely. "She's a very tough girl.” 

 

AAIIRRCCRRAAFFTT  CCAARRRRIIEERRSS::  
15. USS Nimitz Returns Home To Everett 
(EVERETT (WA) HERALD 20 AUG 12) ... Gale Fiege 

The USS Nimitz tied up to its pier Monday morning at Everett Naval Station following a 70-day trip that included an exercise 
with other Pacific Rim countries. 

 

AALLLLIIEEDD  NNAAVVIIEESS::  
16. Navy 'Running Out Of Sailors To Man Submarines’ 
Britain’s nuclear deterrent is at risk because the Navy does not have enough sailors to man its submarines, 
Ministry of Defence officials admit 
(LONDON TELEGRAPH (UK) 20 AUG 12) ... Thomas Harding 

Internal documents warn that a lack of recruits for the Submarine Service may leave attack submarines and boats carrying the 
Trident nuclear missile stranded in port. 
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17. Navy Planners Lay Out Case For Replacement Submarines 
(CANADIAN PRESS 20 AUG 12) ... Murray Brewster 

OTTAWA — Naval planners have started to lay the groundwork for the possible replacement of the country’s second-hand, 
glitch-prone Victoria-class submarines, arguing such warships are a necessary part of Canada’s arsenal. 

 

EENNEERRGGYY::  
18. Will The Department Of Defense Help Open The Way To Next Generation Biofuels? 
(ENVIRONMENTAL AND ENERGY STUDY INSTITUTE 20 AUG 12) ... Ned Stowe 

The budget line item for alternative fuels development is a drop in the bucket in terms of overall military spending, but it could be 
transformative for reducing the military’s vulnerability to rising global petroleum prices and supply disruptions 

 
19. USCG Cutter Completes Voyage On Biofuel 
(DEFENSE NEWS 20 AUG 12) ... Adam Stone 

The U.S. Coast Guard has completed a trip of 3,500 nautical miles on alternative fuel in an effort to help the Navy expand its 
understanding of potential renewable fuel sources. 

 
20. Crane Facility Researching Better Military Batteries 
The $14 million Battery Innovation Center is slated for completion sometime in 2013.  
(WFIU NPR BLOOMINGTON (IN) 20 AUG 12) ... Stan Jastrzebski 

The Battery Innovation Center hopes to break new ground in the military’s development of energy storage technology. 
 

21. Blazing The Trail: MCAS Yuma Earns Energy Building Honor 
(YUMA (AZ) SUN 20 AUG 12) ... MARA KNAUB  

The Marine Corps Air Station in Yuma is blazing the trail in more than one way. With the coming of the F-35 Joint Strike Fighter 
aircraft, MCAS Yuma will be the first operational squadron in the Marine Corps. 

 

CCYYBBEERR::  
22. CYBERCOM Moving Toward Command Elevation 
(DEFENSE NEWS 20 AUG 12) ... Zachary Fryer-Biggs 

Following a plan laid out before its establishment, U.S. Cyber Command (CYBERCOM) is on its way toward becoming a unified 
combatant command, Gen. Keith Alexander told an audience of military and civilian cyber experts Aug. 15. 

 

OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
23. Smooth Sailing For Navy Days Weekend Event In San Pedro 
(TORRANCE (CA) DAILY BREEZE 20 AUG 12) ... Donna Littlejohn 

Navy Days received mostly glowing reviews in its aftermath Monday, with organizers saying the reservation system helped 
alleviate the congestion and long lines experienced at last year's larger Navy Week event. 

 

CCOOMMMMEENNTTAARRYY::  
24. RIMPAC Reminds The World That U.S. Is Military Partner Of Choice 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 19 AUG 12) ... Vice Adm. Gerald R. Beaman 

My U.S. 3rd Fleet team and I recently returned to our San Diego headquarters after leading the six-week Rim of the Pacific, or 
RIMPAC, the world’s largest international maritime exercise, held in and around Hawaii every two years.  

 
25. The Enemy Within 
(NEW YORK TIMES 21 AUG 12) ... Editorial 

It’s bad enough when American and coalition troops in Afghanistan meet death at the hands of the Taliban. Now they are 
increasingly vulnerable to members of the Afghan Army and police — the very forces they are training to secure the country’s future. 
At least 40 NATO troops have been killed by their Afghan counterparts this year, including 10 American service members in one 
horrendous two-week stretch. 

 
26. Familiar Theme To Netanyahu’s Call To Arms – Budgetary Woes 
(WASHINGTON POST 21 AUG 12) ... Walter Pincus 

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, facing domestic problems at home the past few weeks, began frantically banging his 
“I am threatening to attack Iran” drum. 
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27. As Israel Girds For Possible War, U.S. Lacks A Dynamic Debate 
Attack on nuclear sites holds risks 
(USA TODAY 21 AUG 12) ... Editorial 

Say this for Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu: He's a master at whipping up worry that he's about to launch an attack on 
Iran. He's been doing it for years, extracting American support in the process. 

 
28. 'Diplomacy Has Run Its Course' 
Israel is justified in using force 
(USA TODAY 21 AUG 12) ... Clifford D. May 

The intentions of Iran's rulers could not be clearer. They have repeatedly threatened and incited genocide. Most recently, Iranian 
President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad called Israel "a cancerous tumor" which will "soon be excised." He added: "The nations of the 
region will soon finish off the usurper Zionists." The website of Supreme Leader Ali Khamenei declared that there is religious 
"justification to kill all the Jews and annihilate Israel, and Iran must take the helm." 

 
29. Top 5 Obstacles To AirSea Battle 
(THE DIPLOMAT 20 AUG 12) ... James R. Holmes 

Is there no end to the Naval Diplomat's treachery? Last week I sallied outside the comfortable redoubt of The Diplomat to 
comment on why the U.S. military's AirSea Battle concept is, and must be, about China. 

 
30. Cuts In Context 
Spending less on defense is one element of getting country back on track 
(NEWPORT NEWS DAILY PRESS 21 AUG 12) ... Editorial 

Sequestration, the grandiloquent term for the automatic federal spending cuts scheduled to take effect in January, is the 
unfortunate consequence of the failure of last year's Congressional supercommittee to reach agreement on spending priorities. 

 
31. Take Quick Action On Cyber 
(DEFENSE NEWS 20 AUG 12) 

The U.S. Defense Department’s fiscal 2011 authorization bill included a worthy provision: Draw up a cyber acquisition plan that 
gets these technologies to the field as quickly as possible. 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Obama Threatens Force Against Syria 
(NEW YORK TIMES 21 AUG 12) ... Mark Landler 

WASHINGTON — President Obama warned Syria on 
Monday that it would face American military intervention if 
there were signs that its arsenal of unconventional weapons 
was being moved or prepared for use. It was Mr. Obama’s first 
direct threat of force against Syria, as he has resisted being 
drawn into the bloody 18-month rebellion. 

The president’s warning raises the pressure on President 
Bashar al-Assad, whom Mr. Obama again called on to 
relinquish power. And it underscores the deepening alarm 
among American officials that, as Syria sinks further into civil 
war, its unconventional weapons could be seized by radical 
forces tied to terrorist groups like Hezbollah or Al Qaeda. 

The warning brings Mr. Obama, who has brushed aside 
calls to impose a no-fly zone or to arm the Syrian rebels, a 
step closer to direct American engagement. The specter of 
unconventional weapons being loosed in the heart of the Arab 
world, he said, would upend his calculation that military 
intervention would only worsen the situation. 

“We cannot have a situation in which chemical or 
biological weapons are falling into the hands of the wrong 
people,” Mr. Obama said in response to questions at an 
impromptu news conference at the White House. “We have 
been very clear to the Assad regime but also to other players 
on the ground that a red line for us is, we start seeing a whole 
bunch of weapons moving around or being utilized.” 

“That would change my calculus,” he added. “That would 
change my equation.” 

Western authorities say that Syria’s arsenal includes 
chemical weapons but that they are uncertain whether the 
country has stockpiled biological weapons. 

The president said the Pentagon was drafting a range of 
contingency plans, working with American allies in the 
region, including Israel and Turkey. He expressed little 
confidence that the Syrian government could keep its weapons 
stockpile under lock and key, given the widespread strife in 
the country. 

Last month, American officials said they had unspecified 
evidence that Mr. Assad’s forces had moved some parts of the 
stockpile out of storage, although the transfer was never 
confirmed. Experts on Syria speculated at the time that the 
move reflected the government’s worry about the security of 
the weapons, not any intent to use them. 

The Syrian Foreign Ministry announced in July that it 
would deploy chemical weapons only against foreign 
intervention, never against its own citizens. 

A senior administration official emphasized that Mr. 
Obama’s warning was aimed at large-scale transfers of 
weapons that would make them vulnerable to capture by 
radical forces, not movements by the government intended to 
secure the arsenal. 

The administration said it was monitoring suspected 
weapons sites, along with Turkey and Jordan, and has held 
discussions with Israel about how to respond to any breaches 
of security. 

Mr. Obama, who has said little about Syria in recent 
weeks, stressed the regional risk from its unconventional 

weapons. “That’s an issue that doesn’t just concern Syria,” he 
said. “It concerns our close allies in the region, including 
Israel. It concerns us.” 

His comments seemed aimed as much at the Israelis as the 
Syrians. Israeli officials have indicated they might intervene if 
they thought those weapons were on the loose and might be 
unleashed on their territory. 

By hinting that the United States might participate in 
locating and neutralizing the weapons, Mr. Obama was clearly 
trying to forestall the possibility of an Israeli move into Syria 
— and the reaction it might provoke. 

For weeks, Mr. Obama’s aides and outside advisers to the 
White House and Pentagon have been saying that if Syria’s 
presumed stockpiles of unconventional weapons got loose, 
only the United States and a small group of European allies 
would have the technological capability to neutralize them. 
That would almost certainly require the insertion of 
specialized teams, which would require considerable 
protection while operating inside Syria. 

The Pentagon contingency plans include worst-case 
scenarios that would require tens of thousands of American 
troops, two senior United States officials said on Monday. The 
officials, who declined to specify precisely how many troops 
might be needed, emphasized that the plans were the kind of 
worst-case contingency options that the Pentagon routinely 
draws up in crises, and that no American deployments were 
imminent. 

“The problem is that the material is so dispersed,” said an 
expert who has been consulted by the administration. While 
the intelligence about the stockpiles is sketchy — there are 
widely varying estimates of how much material Mr. Assad has 
amassed, and where it is stored — American estimates 
indicate there could be as many as two dozen sites around the 
country. 

The difficulty in pinpointing Syria’s stockpiles is one of 
many complexities that have made Mr. Obama leery of getting 
drawn into the conflict. On Monday, he described a so far 
limited American response that includes $82 million in 
humanitarian aid to help thousands of Syrian refugees, as well 
as efforts to help the Syrian opposition prepare for a transition 
of power. 

It was almost a year to the day since Mr. Obama first 
called on Mr. Assad to resign, and he was plainly frustrated by 
the lack of progress. “So far, he hasn’t gotten the message and 
instead has doubled down in violence on his own people,” Mr. 
Obama said. 

In Syria, a Japanese journalist was killed Monday while 
covering the conflict in Aleppo, Japan’s Foreign Ministry said 
Tuesday, according to The Associated Press. The reporter, 
Mika Yamamoto, a veteran war correspondent, was hit by 
gunfire while she and a colleague were traveling with the rebel 
Free Syrian Army. Mr. Assad’s forces stepped up their attacks 
in and around the southwest city of Dara’a on Monday, with 
activists reporting raids, summary executions of suspected 
opposition figures and intensified shelling. There was no way 
to independently confirm those reports. 

Return to Index 
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2. End Impasse On Defense Cuts  
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 21 AUG 12) ... Kate Wiltrout 

WASHINGTON -- President Barack Obama is calling on 
both parties to compromise in order to head off cuts in military 
spending set to take effect next year - and he made it clear he 
expects the wealthiest Americans to do their part, too. 

"Democrats have to understand we're going to need some 
additional spending cuts, and Republicans have to understand 
we're going to need some additional revenues," Obama said 
Monday in an Oval Office interview with The Virginian-Pilot, 
part of a regional media outreach offered by the White House. 

Some analysts have said that if the $500 billion in defense 
cuts set to begin in January go into effect, up to 200,000 
workers could lose their jobs in Virginia - a key swing state in 
this fall's presidential election. 

Obama said he thinks Congress will figure out a way to 
head off the looming cuts, known as sequestration, and he 
rebutted criticism from some Republicans that he is partly 
responsible for them. Congress included a provision in last 
year's budget calling for across-the-board reductions if a 
bipartisan committee failed to find a way to reduce the deficit. 
It failed. 

"We ran two wars on a credit card and that contributed to 
our deficits," Obama said. "We had, at the same time, big tax 
cuts, many of them going to the wealthiest Americans." 

The president had a clear message for Republican 
lawmakers. 

"The only thing that's standing in the way of us solving 
this problem right now is the unwillingness of some members 
of Congress to ask people like me - people who've done very 
well, millionaires, billionaires - to pay a little bit more, in part, 
to preserve the freedoms that we hold dear. There's no reason 
we can't get a deficit-reduction package that takes 
sequestration completely off the table." 

Obama did not provide any details Monday about how the 
Navy specifically, or the Hampton Roads region, might be 
affected if the cuts happen. Asked whether orders for big-
ticket military hardware - like aircraft carriers and nuclear 
submarines built in Newport News - are in jeopardy, Obama 
was noncommittal. 

"We're preparing for contingencies," he said. "But I've 
been very clear in my budget that we need to continue to have 
aircraft carriers that do the job, that we can't scrimp on 
technologies that help keep our men and women safe and 
allow them to fight effectively where needed." 

By Sept. 6, the Obama administration will issue a report 
to Congress about how the cuts would be implemented. The 
president referred to that process as "a useful exercise," giving 
people a sense of the magnitude of the cuts. But ultimately, 
politicians have to choose. 

"If the choice is between sequester going through or tax 
cuts continuing for millionaires and billionaires, I think it's 
pretty clear what the American people would choose. And 
Congress needs to follow the lead of the American people in 
doing the right thing," Obama said. 

In addition to raising income taxes on wealthy Americans, 
the president advocated closing corporate loopholes "like $4 
billion in taxpayer subsidies to oil companies right now when 
they're making big profits every time you go fill up at the 
pump." 

Even if the cuts take effect, Obama said, the Navy's elite 
commandos need not worry. 

"We're going to do what we need to keep our SEALs 
operating. They are the point of the spear in our battle against 
terrorism," he said. "We're not going to see our SEAL teams 
impacted. We need them to keep us safe." 

He said he isn't bothered by charges from a political 
action committee called the Special Operations Education 
Fund, founded by Scott Taylor, a former SEAL from Virginia 
Beach, that accuse Obama of taking too much credit for the 
killing of Osama bin Laden last year. 

"I don't take these folks too seriously," Obama said. "One 
of their members is a birther who denies I was born here, 
despite evidence to the contrary. You've got another who was 
a tea party candidate in a recent election. This kind of stuff 
springs up before election time." 

He described the bin Laden raid, carried out by Virginia 
Beach-based Navy SEALs, as "an example of the United 
States government working as it should to protect the 
American people." 

As for the possibility that the Navy will move an aircraft 
carrier from Norfolk to Jacksonville, Fla., Obama said that 
decision is at least five years off. 

"I tend to view this entirely through the lens of how do we 
keep America secure and ensure that our naval operations are 
at peak form, that we're ready for any contingency? 
Obviously, Norfolk has done an extraordinary job. I will 
continue to get briefings from the Pentagon in terms of how 
they think we can best configure our forces to meet the 
challenges of the 21st century. But this is not something that's 
slated to happen any time soon." 

The president said he plans to visit Fort Monroe, the 
historic Hampton fort that until recently was home to an Army 
base. He designated part of the bayfront property as a national 
monument last year. 

He isn't sure whether he'll visit before the Nov. 6 election, 
but he will make an appearance there, he said. 

"It's an important part of our history and our heritage that 
I want everybody to be aware of."Interview With Pres. 
Barack Obama 

(FIRST COAST NEWS (FL) 20 AUG 12) Donna Deegan 
WASHINGTON -- On Monday afternoon, First Coast 

News anchor Donna Deegan sat down with President Barack 
Obama for a one-on-one interview.  

They talked about Medicare, and how Jacksonville's 
military could be affected if potential sequestration cuts go 
through. 

View Clip (RT: 8:45) 
Return to Index 
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3. Service Members Killed In Afghan Helicopter Crash Identified 
Two SEALs, one explosive ordnance technician based in San Diego 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 20 AUG 12) ... Nathan Max 

Three of seven American service members killed in a 
helicopter crash last week in Afghanistan were based in San 
Diego, the Defense Department announced Monday afternoon. 

Sean P. Carson, 32, of Des Moines, Wash., Patrick D. 
Feeks, 28, of Edgewater, Md., and David J. Warsen, 27 of 
Kentfield, Mich., were all killed Thursday morning. In all, 11 
people died in crash, including four Afghans. 

Feeks and Warsen were assigned to a Naval Special 
Warfare unit in Coronado. 

“Our hearts go out to the family, friends, and teammates 
of Petty Officer Feeks and Petty Officer Warsen during this 
extremely difficult time," Capt. Collin P. Green, Naval Special 
Warfare Group One’s commander, said in a statement. "They 
were great warriors, teammates and friends to many of us in 
the Naval Special Warfare community.”  

Feeks enlisted in the Navy on March 21, 2006, and served 
with a West Coast-based SEAL unit since May 2008. He is 
survived by his parents, Thomas and Virginia, and his wife, 
Emily. 

Warsen enlisted in the Navy on March 10, 2009, and 
served with a West Coast-based SEAL unit since October 
2010. He is survived by his parents, David Warsen and 
Patricia Frank, and his fiancée Karlyn Deveau. 

Carson worked as an explosive ordnance disposal petty 
officer technician. 

Other Americans killed in the crash were: Brian D. 
Hornsby, 37, of Melbourne, Fla., Suresh Krause, 29, of 
Cathedral City, Calif., Richard A. Essex, 23, of Kelseyville, 
Calif., and Luis A. Oliver Galbreath, 41, of San Juan, P.R. 

The seven Army soldiers and Navy Sailors were on a 
special operations mission when the Black Hawk helicopter 
they were in crashed.  

Hornsby, Krause, Essex and Galbreath were all assigned 
to the 2nd Battalion, 25th Aviation Regiment, 25th Combat 
Aviation Brigade, 25th Infantry Division based out of 
Schofield Barracks, Hawaii. 

Return to Index 
 
 

AAFFGGHHAANNIISSTTAANN::  
4. Rising Insider Attacks Imperil War Strategy 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 20 AUG 12) ... Robert Burns 

WASHINGTON — President Obama declared Monday 
he is sticking to his war strategy of using U.S. troops to advise 
and mentor Afghan forces, even as a suddenly growing 
number of Americans are being gunned down by the very 
Afghans they are training to take on insurgents. 

In just the past 10 days, Afghan forces have attacked their 
coalition partners seven times, killing nine Americans. For the 
year there have been 32 such incidents, killing 40, compared 
to 21 attacks killing 35 troops in all of 2011. 

 “We are deeply concerned about this, from top to 
bottom,” Obama told a White House news conference. But he 
said the best approach, with the fewest number of deaths in the 
long run, would be to stick to the plan for shifting security 
responsibilities to the Afghans. 

“We are transitioning to Afghan security, and for us to 
train them effectively we are in much closer contact — our 
troops are in much closer contact with Afghan troops on an 
ongoing basis,” Obama said. “Part of what we’ve got to do is 
to make sure that this model works but it doesn’t make our 
guys more vulnerable.” 

That vulnerability, however, has been exposed in a 
strikingly deadly way in recent days. 

U.S. officials offer two main theories for why Afghan 
security forces are turning their weapons on Western partners: 
infiltration by the Taliban and a U.S.-Afghan culture clash. 

Both of those root causes suggest that the problem may 
get worse as American and other coalition forces shift further 
into an adviser/mentor role. And that, in turn, raises questions 
about U.S. ability to train and shape the Afghans into a force 
that can stand up to the Taliban insurgency after foreign forces 
end their combat role in 2014. 

Jacqueline L. Hazelton, a visiting assistant professor at 
the University of Rochester, who has extensively studied 
counterinsurgency strategy, sees the attacks stemming from a 
combination of Afghan resistance and resentment. 

“As disturbing as the attacks are as a Taliban tactic, the 
broader popular anger revealed — among those the mission is 
supposed to be most closely allied with and most directly 
useful to — is even more dangerous for the longer term and 
reveals a greater rot within,” Hazelton said in an email 
exchange. 

Pentagon press secretary George Little said U.S. officials 
believe the current approach is solid, despite the surge in 
attacks. 

“In the face of this problem, we remain strongly 
committed to the strategy we have put in place,” he said. “The 
strategy is working, and suggestions that it is fundamentally 
imperiled at this point are just wrong.” 

As recently as last week, Defense Secretary Leon Panetta 
called such attacks “sporadic” and a sign of Taliban 
desperation. But as the assaults continued through the week, 
he consulted with his top commander in Kabul and then on 
Saturday called Afghan President Hamid Karzai to express 
concern. Obama said Monday he would do the same. 

“We’ve got to make sure we’re on top of this,” Obama 
said. 

Obama’s Republican election rival, Mitt Romney, said 
Monday in New Hampshire that the U.S. goal ought to be to 
“transition from our military to their military as soon as 
possible,” in a way that prevents Afghanistan from collapsing 
and reverting to being a launching pad for terrorist attacks on 
the U.S. 
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Obama said he discussed the problem Monday with the 
chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, Army Gen. Martin 
Dempsey, who was already in Kabul to talk to American and 
Afghan officials about how to halt the killings. 

Dempsey said upon his arrival in Kabul that it was 
important for Karzai and other top government officials to 
publicly denounce the insider killings, according a Pentagon 
account of his remarks. 

Dempsey’s office at the Pentagon issued a statement 
Monday saying he is convinced, after discussing the insider 
threat with his Afghan counterpart, Gen. Sher Mohammed 
Karimi, that the Afghans “understand how important this 
moment is.” 

“In the past, it’s been us pushing on them to make sure 
they do more,” Dempsey was quoted as saying. “This time, 
without prompting, when I met General Karimi, he started 
with a conversation about insider attacks — and, importantly, 
insider attacks not just against us, but insider attacks against 
the Afghans, too.” 

Dempsey has acknowledged that efforts begun a year ago 
to improve the vetting of Afghan recruits have yet to solve the 
problem. 

Olga Oliker, an analyst at the Rand Corp. who studies 
Afghan security forces, said the checks are inevitably spotty, 
which makes training even more difficult. 

“It’s Afghanistan,” she said. “You just don’t have the 
kinds of records that will give you a strong confidence in a 
vetting process.” And as long as the threat persists it will 
affect the U.S. training mission, she said. 

“If our training efforts take a step back, if our folks are 
not comfortable genuinely partnering with the Afghans, we’ll 
have even less insight into what they can do,” she said 
Monday. “We’ll have even less awareness of when it’s 
appropriate to leave, and we’ll be playing even more of a 
craps game when we withdraw than we are now.” 

Most U.S. combat troops are scheduled to leave 
Afghanistan by the end of 2014. 

Panetta’s spokesman, George Little, described him as 
“deeply disturbed” by the attacks, including the latest on 
Sunday in which a U.S. soldier was shot to death when two 
Afghan police officers suddenly opened fire inside a police 

station in southern Kandahar province. The victim was a 
member of a U.S. military advisory team that had been 
working with the Afghan police inside their station in Spin 
Boldak district. 

Those advisory teams are growing in number and 
importance to the U.S. strategy for getting Afghan soldiers and 
police prepared to take over the fight against the insurgency. 

For months U.S. officials have emphasized that insider 
attacks are rarely perpetrated by Taliban infiltrators. Rather, 
the killings are usually the work of Afghan troops who hold a 
grudge against their U.S. or allied partner. The intended 
implication of that analysis is that the problem could be 
managed by more closely checking the backgrounds and 
personal circumstances of Afghans who are recruited into the 
police and army. 

Either way, analysts say the willingness of even a small 
fraction of Afghan forces to turn on their partners is troubling. 

Asked about the problem in an Associated Press interview 
a week ago, Panetta cast it as a sign of the Taliban’s 
desperation, and he said he had been assured by U.S. 
commanders that the attacks were only “sporadic.” 

The next day, however, Panetta told a Pentagon news 
conference that he had conferred with Marine Gen. John 
Allen, the top U.S. commander in Afghanistan, and discussed 
with him a variety of measures designed to stem the attacks. 
These include stepping up counterintelligence efforts to 
identify potential attackers before they strike. 

As of last week U.S. troops in Afghanistan are under 
orders to carry loaded weapons at all times, even when on 
their bases, to enable them to respond more quickly if they 
spot an Afghan soldier preparing to attack them. 

The issue has drawn little attention in Congress, although 
Rep. Frank Wolf, R-Va., last week challenged Dempsey’s 
assertion that Afghan security forces are making progress 
toward fending for themselves. 

“With all due respect,” Wolf wrote in a letter last week to 
Panetta, citing Dempsey’s assertion, “how can you state that 
Afghan security forces are making ‘steady progress’ when 
they continue to gun down our forces?” 

Associated Press broadcast correspondent Sagar 
Meghani contributed to this report. 

Return to Index 
 

5. Most Afghan Insider Attacks Aren’t Taliban, Pentagon Says 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 20 AUG 12) ... David Lerman and Indira A.R. Lakshmanan 

The “vast majority” of insider attacks by Afghan forces 
against U.S. and allied troops stem from “disgruntled 
individuals” and not Taliban insurgents, Pentagon spokesman 
George Little said. 

While coalition forces have improved vetting procedures 
for admitting Afghans into the country’s growing army, “it’s 
not always possible to read the minds of other people,” Little 
told reporters at a Pentagon briefing today. 

Attacks from inside the Afghan security forces against 
coalition troops jumped to 10 this month, up from four in July 
and two in June, Lieutenant Colonel Hagen Messer, a 
spokesman for the International Security Assistance Force 
Joint Command, said today in a phone interview from Kabul. 
There have been 32 insider attacks this year that killed 40 
coalition troops, he said. 

“These insider attacks are a dagger in the heart of the U.S. 
mission,” David Cortright, director of policy studies at the 
University of Notre Dame’s Kroc Institute for International 
Peace Studies, said today in a statement. “They strike at the 
core strategy of training Afghan forces to replace our troops. If 
we cannot trust the troops we are recruiting, how can the 
mission succeed?” 

Defense Secretary Leon Panetta called Afghan President 
Hamid Karzai over the weekend “to share his concern about 
recent insider attacks” and to “explore ways to work even 
more closely together,” Little said. Army General Martin 
Dempsey, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, met with 
allied and Afghan commanders today in Kabul to discuss the 
war and the attacks. 

‘False Distinction’ 
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Anthony Cordesman, an analyst at the Center for 
Strategic and International Studies in Washington who has 
advised a number of U.S. administrations, said it is misleading 
and irrelevant to draw a distinction between insider attacks 
planned by the Taliban and those undertaken by Afghans 
influenced by the constant barrage of jihadist propaganda from 
the Taliban. 

“It’s a false distinction,” Cordesman said today in a phone 
interview. “Most of the young men in Afghanistan are caught 
up in a climate where inevitably they’re going to hear 
insurgent complaints about the U.S. presence, calls for jihad.” 

The U.S. has taken new steps to guard against the 
increasing insider attacks, including a greater “intelligence 
presence” in the field to gather information on potential 
threats, Panetta said in an Aug. 14 Pentagon briefing. 

‘Guardian Angels’ 
The Pentagon also created a “guardian angel” program 

that designates one individual “who stands to the side so that 
he can watch people’s backs and hopefully identify people that 
would be involved in those attacks,” Panetta said. 

Afghan security ministries have adopted more “rigorous 
vetting procedures” for Afghans seeking to join the security 
forces, Little said. 

While most of the insider attacks come from 
“disgruntled” soldiers, the Taliban are increasingly using the 
tactic as they come under “severe strain” and “severe 
pressure” from coalition forces, Little said. 

“They are opportunistic,” he said of the Taliban. “They 
look for ways of infiltrating Afghan forces. They regrettably 
are creative to some extent.” 

Said Jawad, a former longtime Afghan ambassador to 
Washington, said he believes the attacks are the result of 
Taliban infiltration. 

Creating Rift 
“The most effective tactic by the Taliban is to create a rift 

between Afghan security forces and NATO forces,” he said. 
Jawad, who has been mentioned as a possible next 

Afghan defense minister, said the rapid pace of expansion of 
the Afghan police and army means “there’s limited 
recruitment criteria,” making it easier for anti-American 
insurgents to “place their agents.” 

Polls of Afghan public opinion he has seen show more 
positive attitudes toward the U.S. than exist in other Islamic 
countries in the region, Jawad said. 

The Afghan security forces are expected to grow to 
352,000 later this year, while coalition forces plan to withdraw 
combat troops by 2014. 

The number of “green-on-blue,” or insider, attacks is still 
at a “relatively low level,” amounting to 40 deaths this year 
among about 130,000 coalition troops, Cordesman said. Still 
the attacks spawn fear and widespread media coverage that 
bolster the goal of insurgents. 

“If all you have to do is create a green-on-blue incident, 
you achieve political impact out of any proportion,” he said. 

Return to Index 
 
 

MMIIDDEEAASSTT::  
6. Iran Unveils Upgraded Short-Range Missile 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 21 AUG 12) 

TEHRAN, Iran — Iran's president on Tuesday unveiled 
an upgraded version of a short-range surface-to-surface 
ballistic missile just weeks after it was test-fired, the country's 
state-media reported. 

The missile reflects Iran's improved military capabilities 
aimed at "defense" and "deterrence," Mahmoud Ahmadinejad 
told a group of defense officials at the ceremony presenting 
Fateh-110, or Conqueror, according to state TV. 

Iran considers both the United States and Israel as 
potential adversaries. Neither country has ruled out a military 
strike against Iran's nuclear program, which they claim is 
aimed at developing nuclear weapons. Iran says its program is 
for peaceful purposes. 

The official IRNA news agency said in a report Tuesday 
said the new version of Fateh-110 has a quicker launch 
capability, a longer life and can be used in adverse weather 
conditions but gave no other details. The missile has been in 
service in Iran over the past decade. 

Iran claimed earlier in August that it successfully test-
fired the missile, saying at the time that Fateh-110 has an 

improved accuracy to strike land and naval targets within a 
300 kilometer (185 mile) range. 

Since 1992, Iran has tried to set up a self-sufficient 
military program. 

The country's military leaders have said they believe 
future wars will be air- and sea-based and Tehran has sought 
to upgrade its air defense systems and naval power in 
anticipation of such a possibility. 

Iran has also been pushing to upgrade its missiles, which 
already can target Israel and U.S. bases in the Middle East. 
The Pentagon released a report in June noting significant 
advances in Iranian missile technology, acknowledging that 
the Islamic Republic has improved the accuracy and firing 
capabilities of its missiles. 

At the ceremony marking the national day of Iran's 
defense industry, Ahmadinejad also unveiled several other 
latest Iranian-made weapons, such as a naval diesel engine, a 
mortar launcher, a monitoring military intelligence system and 
tactical SUVs. 

Return to Index 
 

7. Israeli Buzz On Attacking Iran Aims To Pressure U.S. 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 20 AUG 12) ... Delphine Matthieussent 

A high-volume public debate in Israel over a possible 
imminent military strike on Iran's nuclear facilities is designed 
to pressure Washington to back its ally more firmly, experts 
say. 

Media chatter over Israel's intentions has become a 
cacophony, fed daily by pronouncements from politicians, 
retired generals, former security officials and various 
commentators. 
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They fill newspaper columns and radio and TV broadcasts 
with their opinions for or against a pre-emptive Israeli 
operation against Iran, with or without U.S. approval or 
assistance. 

Such talk has been further fuelled by the mass distribution 
of gas masks to the public, by tests of an SMS attack warning 
system and by speculation about possible Israeli casualty 
numbers in the event of an Iranian counter-attack. 

Defence Minister Ehud Barak and other senior officials 
have estimated a conflict could last 30 days and claim 500 
Israeli lives. 

"There is an orchestrated hysteria, deliberately timed, to 
put the country in a state of anxiety, artificial or not," former 
military intelligence chief Uri Saguy wrote this weekend in the 
left-leaning Haaretz newspaper. 

Apart from preparing public opinion for the consequences 
of a conflict, the surge in public statements aims to push U.S. 
President Barack Obama to take a more hawkish stance on 
Iran, said Denis Charbit, professor of political science at 
Israel's Open University. 

"The use of this public diplomacy on the part of Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and his defence minister aims 
to obtain a clearer commitment by the United States to attack 
if Iran continues its nuclear programme, or at least to give 
Israel the green light to do so," he told AFP. 

Obama has said Washington will stop Iran from acquiring 
nuclear weapons, but has spoken of military action as a last 
resort that should be preceded by diplomacy and economic 
sanctions. Netanyahu on the other hand has aggressively 
pushed the idea of a pre-emptive strike. 

There is concern in Washington that a unilateral Israeli 
strike may not destroy Iran's underground nuclear facilities 
and could spark Iranian retaliation worldwide, dragging the 
United States into another war in the Middle East. 

"Statements from the White House are considered too 
vague by Israeli leaders," Charbit said. "By publicly raising 

the possibility of an imminent Israeli military operation, they 
want to push the Americans into showing their hand." 

The Israeli wish for a firmer U.S. commitment was 
expressed by another former head of military intelligence, 
Amos Yadlin, in an opinion piece published at the weekend in 
the Washington Post. 

"The U.S. president should visit Israel and tell its 
leadership -- and, more important, its people -- that preventing 
a nuclear Iran is a U.S. interest, and if we have to resort to 
military action, we will," he wrote, suggesting that Obama 
address Israel's parliament. 

"This message, delivered by the president of the United 
States to the Israeli Knesset, would be far more effective than 
U.S. officials' attempts to convey the same sentiment behind 
closed doors," said Yadlin, who is in regular contact with 
Netanyahu and senior Israeli defence and security officials. 

But Eytan Gilboa, an expert on U.S.-Israel relations at 
Bar-Ilan University near Tel Aviv, warned that the Israeli 
strategy of putting pressure on the White House could be 
counter-productive, especially with Obama up for re-election 
in November. 

"The period before the presidential election in the United 
States is inopportune," he said. 

"The series of leaks and declarations in the Israeli media 
has a negative impact by exposing a high level of mutual 
mistrust and a lack of coordination between Israel and the 
United States." 

Gilboa was however cautiously optimistic about a 
possible Netanyahu-Obama meeting on the sidelines of next 
month's UN General Assembly in New York, although 
Netanyahu's office has so far not confirmed he will attend. 

"The meeting might provide a good opportunity to restore 
trust and understanding between the two leaders regarding the 
policy towards Iran," he said. 
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AASSIIAA  ––  PPAACCIIFFIICC::  
8. Navy Unit Returns To Philippines To Help Find Plane Crash Victims 
(STARS AND STRIPES 21 AUG 12) ... Matthew M. Burke  

SASEBO NAVAL BASE, Japan — A U.S. Navy unit 
commissioned in the Philippines and relocated after the 
Vietnam War returned this week to help locate and recover the 
body of the Philippine interior secretary after a plane crash, 
officials from the U.S. Embassy in Manila said Tuesday. 

Secretary of Interior and Local Government Jesse 
Robredo and two pilots, Capt. Jessup Bahinting and Kshitiz 
Chand, were reported missing Saturday after their small 
aircraft crashed about 500 yards off the coast of Masbate 
Island, Pentagon Press Secretary George Little said in a 
Defense Department statement Monday. A fourth passenger, 
an aide to Robredo, survived. 

Shortly after the crash, the Philippine government 
requested U.S. aid in search-and-rescue efforts, Little said. 
The U.S. provided initial aerial support. The Philippine 
government then sought underwater support as well, and 
Defense Secretary Leon Panetta approved the request. 

Mobile Diving and Salvage Unit One, which was 
originally commissioned in Subic Bay in 1966 as Harbor 

Clearance Unit One and later relocated to Pearl Harbor, was 
dispatched to the area to aid in the search, according to U.S. 
Embassy Manila spokeswoman Tina Malone. The unit 
provided a remotely operated vehicle to aid the search. 

Divers from the Armed Forces of the Philippines 
recovered Robredo’s body Tuesday morning, according to 
Malone and media reports. The three bodies were found in the 
plane in 180 feet of water. 

“We will miss our friendship and partnership with 
Secretary Robredo, as he dedicated himself to bettering the 
lives of the Filipino people,” said a statement released 
Tuesday by the U.S. Embassy. “We stand with the people and 
government of the Philippines at this difficult time and are 
prepared to assist the Philippine government in the aftermath 
of this tragic accident.” 

The relationship between U.S. and Philippine 
governments has grown closer in recent years due to mutual 
interests that include ensuring freedom of navigation in the 
South China Sea with China flexing its naval muscles in the 
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area, stamping out violent extremism in the Asia Pacific, and improving trade and investment. 
Return to Index 
 

9. S. Korea To Spurn Japan's Formal Proposal Over Dokdo 
(YONHAP NEWS AGENCY (S.KOREA) 2A AUG 12) 

SEOUL/TOKYO -- South Korea will reject an expected 
formal proposal by Japan to take the issue of Dokdo to the 
International Court of Justice (ICJ), reaffirming its stance that 
there should not exist any territorial disputes over the islets 
because they are clearly Korean territory, officials said 
Tuesday. 

A verbal proposal was immediately dismissed by South 
Korea last Friday, but Japan ratcheted up its move as Chief 
Cabinet Secretary Osamu Fujimura said that Tokyo will 
deliver a "note verbale," a diplomatic document unsigned but 
more formal than a verbal one, to South Korea later in the day. 

In a sign that other bilateral ties would be affected, 
Fujimura told reporters that Japanese Prime Minister 
Yoshihiko Noda ordered his cabinet to review other measures 
against South Korea over Dokdo. 

South Korea stood firm in its stance. "Our position is very 
clear that there should not exist any territorial disputes over 
Dokdo because it is a Korean territory historically, 
geographically and under international laws," a senior official 
at Seoul's foreign ministry said. 

"We have neither any reason to go to the ICJ nor will go 
there," the official said on the condition of anonymity. 

Relations have soured quickly after President Lee Myung-
bak made an unprecedented visit to Dokdo on Aug. 10. Lee 
cited what he calls Japan's unrepentant attitude over its brutal 

colonial rule of the Korean Peninsula as a key reason for the 
visit. 

The Japanese proposal is not feasible because it must 
secure South Korea's consent to have the issue heard at the 
ICJ. Two previous proposals by Japan in 1954 and 1962 were 
also instantly rejected. 

Seoul diplomats said they will make a cool-headed 
response to the reinforced Japanese move to lay claim to 
Dokdo as it does not want to be mired into a ploy by Tokyo to 
make Dokdo a disputed territory. 

"Dokdo is our territory, so it is not a subject to a judicial 
settlement," another ministry official said. 

Dokdo, which lies closer to South Korea in the body of 
water between the Korean Peninsula and Japan, has long been 
a thorn in bilateral relations. South Korea keeps a small police 
detachment on the islets, effectively controlling them. 

Japan has long laid claims to Dokdo in school textbooks, 
government reports and other ways, stoking enmity in South 
Korea against the former colonial ruler. 

South Koreans see those claims as amounting to denying 
Korea's rights because the country regained independence 
from the 1910-45 Japanese colonial rule and reclaimed 
sovereignty over its territory, which includes Dokdo and many 
other islands around the Korean Peninsula. 
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10. Japan Rejects China Protests Over Island Landing 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 20 AUG 12) 

TOKYO - Tokyo on Monday rejected Chinese protests 
over the raising of a Japanese flag on a disputed island, but 
called for progress in "mutually beneficial" relations with 
Beijing. 

Chief Cabinet Secretary Osamu Fujimura said Beijing and 
Taipei had both objected after 10 Japanese nationalists landed 
on an archipelago in the East China Sea on Sunday. 

"We have explained our nation's basic position and told 
them that we cannot accept their claims," the government's top 
spokesman told a news conference in Tokyo. 

"There is no doubt that the islands are our sovereign 
territory historically and under international law, and our 
nation effectively controls the islands," he added. 

Fujimura said Japanese authorities were handling the case 
"in accordance with domestic law" as the nationalists broke 
regulations banning landing on the islands, known as Senkaku 
in Japan and Diaoyu in China. 

Japan on Friday deported pro-Beijing activists who had 
landed on the islands, drawing flak at home from right-

wingers, who insisted the 14 should have been punished for 
entering Japan illegally. 

But Fujimura insisted that neither Tokyo nor Beijing has 
any interest in seeing overall relations affected by the dispute. 

"The Japan-China relationship is one of the most 
important bilateral ties for Japan," he said. 

"China's constructive role is necessary for the stability 
and prosperity of the Asia-Pacific region," he said. "We would 
like to continue to further progress mutually beneficial 
relations between Japan and China." 

Fujimura also called on the Chinese government to ensure 
the safety of Japanese nationals in China as anti-Japan protests 
broke out there targeting Japanese businesses, restaurants and 
cars. 

The Japanese foreign ministry has separately issued a 
travel advisory, telling Japanese nationals to be on alert while 
staying in the country. 
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11. India Issues Tenders For Modern Helicopters 
(DEFENSE NEWS 20 AUG 12) ... Vivek Raghuvanshi 

NEW DELHI — India is working through two global 
tenders worth more than $5 billion to solve a shortage of anti-
submarine and light utility helicopters. 

The Navy recently floated tenders for the purchase of 56 
light utility helicopters for more than $700 million, and 
another tender worth more than $4 billion is being finalized to 
buy 75 multirole utility helicopters. 
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The Navy's former fleet of 42 Sea King anti-submarine 
helicopters has been reduced to fewer than 10 operational 
aircraft, said a Navy source, as the British-made Sea Kings, 
bought in the 1980s, urgently need replacement. Over-all, the 
Navy claims a shortage of more than 100 helicopters of 
different types. 

The multirole helicopters are needed to re-place aging Sea 
Kings. The helicopters will also be used in limited 
intelligence-gathering, search-and-rescue, and evacuation and 
surveillance roles. Apart from surveillance, the multirole 
helicopters will be able to con-duct amphibious assaults. 

The light utility helicopter purchase is in-tended to 
replace aging Cheetahs and Chetaks. 

The Navy has sought to purchase light utility helicopters 
since 2007, but the Defence Ministry did not send a global 
tender because state-owned Hindustan Aeronautics Ltd. 
(HAL) wanted the contract to build its own aircraft, although 
development is still at least three to five years away, sources 
said. The Defence Ministry finally acceded to the Navy's 
demand and floated the global tender. 

The tender has been issued to Italy-based 
AgustaWestland, U.S. companies Bell Helicopter and 
Sikorsky, Russia's Kamov and Eurocopter. 

A tender worth more than $4 billion for the purchase of 
75 multirole helicopters is likely to be floated in the next two 
to three months, as the Defence Ministry has decided not to 
give repeat orders to the winner of an ongoing contest for 16 
multirole helicopters. Competitors in that contest are 
NHlndustries' NH90 and the U.S. S-70B, built by Sikorsky. 

The S-70B outperformed the NH90 in flight trials, 
sources said, but a complaint from Eurocopter, a majority 
partner in NHIndustries, to the Indian Defence Ministry about 
a lack of transparency in the procurement procedure is 
delaying declaration of the lowest bidder. 

The Defence Ministry wants licensed production of the 
multirole helicopters in the next tender rather than an outright 
purchase. 

The Air Force and Army, meanwhile, are still awaiting a 
decision on the buy of 197 light utility helicopters, for which a 
tender was floated in 2009. The Defence Ministry had already 
ordered 197 of the helos from HAL while also floating a 
tender for an additional 197. 

The Navy demanded that its light utility buy be 
independent of the Air Force and Army one. 

India's homemade light utility helicopter is in the design-
and-development stage and will not reach production before 
2016. 
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PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
12. High Marks From Medical Staffers In Morale Survey 
Study shows improvement at BUMED since 2008 
(NAVY TIMES 27 AUG 12) ... Joshua Stewart 

Most medical care providers in the Navy are satisfied 
with their work, according to newly released findings of a 
survey taken within the Navy Bureau of Medicine and 
Surgery. 

Around 80 percent of the more than 4,400 service 
members and civilian staff surveyed in 2011 were satisfied 
with their professional development, according to BUMED 
data provided to Navy Times. Also, 50 percent said they plan 
to make Navy medicine their career, while another 30 percent 
are considering it. 

“If you have 80 percent, those are pretty good retention 
rates,” said BUMED spokeswoman Shoshona Pilip-Florea. 

BUMED is responsible for providing medical care to 
uniformed service members at home, at sea and in theater. It 
also cares for their dependents and conducts medical aid 
missions around the world. 

Of those surveyed, 54 percent of active-duty junior 
officers at BUMED plan to stay in the Navy for at least 20 
years, while an additional 26 percent are considering making a 
career in the Navy. Meanwhile, 90 percent of senior officers 
plan to stay for their entire career. 

This is all positive news for a community that’s 
experienced several firings of senior leaders in the past year. 

Three commanding officers, one executive officer and 
two command master chiefs have been relieved in 2012, an 
unusual trend for BUMED commands. In some of these 
firings, command climate was specifically cited as a problem. 

The survey was the first of two phases of an analysis of 
what direct care providers in Navy Medicine, the second-

largest community in the service, think about their work. The 
next step will be a series of focus groups. 

BUMED leaders hope to determine what the community 
likes and doesn’t like, and what can be changed. The survey 
did, and the focus groups will, focus on the medical 
community’s opinions about job support, mentoring 
opportunities, deployments and incentives that impact 
decisionmaking to stay or leave the field. 

“It’s kind of a career climate survey,” Pilip-Florea said. 
“It kind of gives us a big-picture view of where some of our 
gaps are and where we can fill them.” 

Full 2011 survey results were not provided to Navy Times 
because BUMED is only halfway done with its research, she 
said. 

But overall, the survey determined medical care providers 
found their work meaningful and liked their co-workers. 

The 2011 survey, compared with a 2008 study, showed 
improvements in important workplace conditions. Job 
satisfaction went up 20 percent, morale went up 20 percent 
and availability of and satisfaction with mentoring 
opportunities went up 18 percent, BUMED said. 

Exact figures for each of those factors were not available. 
However, there are still issues. Of the people surveyed, 72 

percent found it “cumbersome” to hire federal employees 
because of the paperwork and lag time. This hurdle impacts 
care providers such as doctors and nurses, who supervise 
civilian employees, Pilip-Florea said. 

“We obviously need to find a way to make that process 
easier,” she said. 



 13

BUMED, which has contracted with the Center for Naval 
Analyses, is getting ready to start focus groups this fall that 
will drill deeper into the topics mentioned in the surveys, 
Pilip-Florea said. 

For the survey, BUMED questioned 2,799 active-duty 
sailors and mobilized reservists as well as 1,665 federal 
employees who provide direct patient care throughout 
commands. Contracted medical personnel were not included. 

The survey and focus groups are intended in part as a 
follow-up to the 2008 study, the first of such analyses. That 
study, however, didn’t include civilians, nor did it include the 
focus group phase. 

The 2008 and 2011 queries had trend questions designed 
to show how opinions change over time. 
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13. Navy Veteran Overcomes Stroke, Heads To Paralympic Games 
Steven Peace's Navy Career Ended By Stroke; Peace Makes U.S. Paralympic Cycling Team 
(KGTV ABC SAN DIEGO 20 AUG 12) ... Bob Lawrence 

SAN DIEGO -- Three years ago, 38-year-old Steven 
Peace stepped into a custom-made bicycle for the first time. 

Now, he will be representing the United States in the 
Paralympic Games in London. 

"I still have to take a breath and realize, 'Hey, I'm going to 
London,'" Peace told 10News as he trained on Fiesta Island. 

Even more remarkable was that three years before that he 
was a Surface Warfare Officer enjoying a 16-year career in the 
Navy. 

However, in 2006, Peace said, "I got up from the couch to 
go to bed and 'bam,' I was on the floor." 

What Peace didn't realize was that he had suffered a 
massive stroke that left the then-32-year-old speechless, 
paralyzed on his right side and ended his career in the Navy. 

"The doctors couldn't find anything wrong, and even now 
they said nothing in my past leads up to having a stroke," said 
Peace. 

Peace uses a device on his leg and foot called the L-300 
by Bioness, which sends electrical impulses to his injured side 
and enables him to get moving again. 

After he got moving, he wanted to move faster. 
Peace found a custom-made tricycle manufacturer in 

England and began training. He beat 120 other competitors to 
make the Paralympic cycling team. 

"It's been tough; I mean, it took six months just to learn 
how to talk again, and now I'm competing, unbelievable," 
Peace said. 

In the Games, he'll compete in an 8 km timed race and a 
24 km race. 

Peace leaves for London next week. 
View Clip (RT: 0:15) 
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UUSSSS  CCOONNSSTTIITTUUTTIIOONN::  
14. USS Constitution Proves Hardiness 
On rare sail through Boston, ship held up well 
(BOSTON GLOBE 21 AUG 12) ... Melissa M. Werthmann 

Old Ironsides proved her brawn once again as she sailed 
under her own power Sunday, for just the second time in 131 
years."Structurally speaking, the ship held up fine,” said 
spokesman Frank Neely. "She's a very tough girl.” 

The USS Constitution set sail for the first time since 1997 
to mark the 200th anniversary of its victory over the HMS 
Guerriere, a Royal Navy frigate, during the battle of the War 
of 1812 that earned the ship her "Old Ironsides” nickname, 
officials said. 

The ship was tugged just before 10 a.m. with 285 people 
on board. Once Old Ironsides reached -President Roads in 
Boston Harbor, crews set three sails and detached the ship 
from the tugboats, officials said. The ship sailed under her 
own power for 17 minutes at a maximum speed of 3.1 knots. 

The Constitution was then tugged past Castle Island, 
where thousands of spectators witnessed a 21-gun salute. The 
ship returned to the pier just after 2 p.m. and reopened to the 
public for tours at 4 p.m., officials said. 

Neely said the ship will go into dry dock in 2015, which 
means it will be placed on stilts out of the water so that crews 
can do restoration work. He said the ship's captain at the time 
will determine if crews will conduct public tours while the 
ship is on land. 

He said he is unsure when Old Ironsides will set sail 
again, but is glad the weekend event went smoothly. 

"There were no problems,” he said. "All in all, it was a 
very successful sail.” 

More than 150 chief petty officers selectees and chief 
petty officers mentor chiefs assisted the Constitution's crew in 
setting sails, officials said. The selectees learned about gun 
drills, line handling, and setting sails while celebrating the 
CPO Heritage Weeks. 

"Being able to learn from a variety of genuine chiefs and 
their different perspectives on leadership is overwhelming and 
important to the chief petty officer transition,” Chief (Select) 
Boatswain's Mate Michael Zgoda, assigned to the guided-
missile frigate USS Ingraham, said in the statement. "I'm 
extremely honored to be a part of the group that can say they 
sailed the USS Constitution.” 

Boatswain's Mate First Class Conrad Hunt was also 
grateful for the chance to participate in such a rare event. 

"As the ship's sail master, I felt a combination of pride 
and relief that the hundreds of man hours of training and 
planning over the past year all came together, and we were 
able to accomplish this goal,” Hunt said in the statement. "I'm 
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really proud that I can say I was a part of this historic 
occasion.” 

Aircrew Survival Equipmentman First Class Jason Keith 
is the longest-serving crew member currently assigned to the 
Constitution. He reported to the ship April 13, 2009, and will 
depart on the last day of August, officials said. 

"For me, this underway is representative of an incredible 
amount of work and dedication by not only the crew, but 
Maintenance and Repair Facility, Naval History and Heritage 
Command, and all of the partners coming together to make 
this happen,” Keith said in the statement. "I've given tours to 
thousands of people, shined brass for hundreds of hours, and 
I've climbed the rigging to set and furl these sails over and 
over again. But sailing USS Constitution on Aug. 19, 2012, is 
one of the greatest honors I've had in my naval career, and I'm 
truly proud to be a part of this history.” 

Old Ironsides Struts Her Stuff 
(BOSTON HERALD 20 AUG 12) Jordan Graham 
Old Ironsides cut loose from the tug boats and unfurled 

her sails for a harbor cruise yesterday to celebrate the 200th 
anniversary of her victory over the Royal Navy’s HMS 
Guerriere. 

“To be the captain, and to be doing the same thing war-
fighting captains got to do in 1812, there’s nothing I’ve done 

in my naval career that lived or will live up to this,” said Cdr. 
Matthew Bonner, the old warship’s captain. 

The USS Constitution, the oldest commissioned naval 
vessel still afloat in the world, was towed out between Deer 
Island and Castle Island, where she loosed the lines to the 
tugboats, spread canvas and sailed west for 17 minutes at 
about 3 knots, said Chief Petty Officer Frank Neely. 

The 215-year-old ship fired a 21-gun salute toward Fort 
Independence on Castle Island. This is the first time the 
Constitution has sailed under her own power since 1997, 
during the warship’s 200th birthday festivities, when the ship 
took a longer trip up to Marblehead, the home of many of the 
Sailors from her original crews. 

Yesterday’s sail commemorated Guerriere Day, a 
celebration of the Constitution’s resounding victory during the 
War of 1812. It was the first time a U.S. ship defeated a 
British ship of equal size. The battle also earned the ship its 
nickname — Old Ironsides — as cannonballs were seen 
bouncing off the sides. 

Bonner said the voyage was the result of a year’s worth of 
training and planning. 

“If you asked any one of the Sailors, they’d tell you it was 
worth it,” he said. When asked if he would take her sailing 
again, he replied, “In a heartbeat.” 

View Clip (RT 1:44) 
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AAIIRRCCRRAAFFTT  CCAARRRRIIEERRSS::  
15. USS Nimitz Returns Home To Everett 
(EVERETT (WA) HERALD 20 AUG 12) ... Gale Fiege 

The USS Nimitz tied up to its pier Monday morning at 
Everett Naval Station following a 70-day trip that included an 
exercise with other Pacific Rim countries. 

The aircraft carrier Nimitz, which is homeported in 
Everett, delivered its crew back to friends and family who had 
not seen them for more than two months. 

“I can’t overemphasize how proud I am of each and every 
one of the Sailors aboard,” said Capt. Jeff Ruth, Nimitz 
commanding officer, in a statement. “Their professionalism 
and stellar performance led 22 nations through this demanding 
exercise.” 

Since leaving Everett in June, the Nimitz crew completed 
a number of inspections and certifications that monitored the 
ship’s ability to overcome various emergency scenarios, which 
then led up to the biennial “Rim of the Pacific” exercise, Ruth 
said. 

As the flagship for the combined task force, the Nimitz 
and its crew took part in the world’s largest international 
maritime exercise. 

During the Navy’s “Great Green Fleet” demonstration on 
July 17, the Nimitz became the first ship to test the use of 

biofuel for carrier-based aircraft. The Secretary of the Navy 
Ray Mabus and Chief of Naval Operations Adm. Jonathan 
Greenert visited the aircraft carrier for the demonstration, a 
step toward the Navy’s goal to reduce energy consumption, 
decrease its reliance on fossil fuels and increase the use of 
alternative energy, Navy officials said. 

A stop in Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, meant that the Nimitz 
crew played host to more than 500 visitors as part of a public 
awareness campaign. The ship also hosted the Pacific Rim 
exercise closing reception, with nearly 2,000 people in 
attendance in the ship’s hangar bays. 

Additionally, the Nimitz hosted its first “Lt. Cmdr. 
Regina Pearl Mills Leadership Award” presentation ceremony 
by her husband, Lt. Cmdr. Jeff Mills. The award went to 
Aviation Boatswain’s Mate 2nd Class Saleema N. Massey 
while in port at Naval Air Station North Island on Aug. 9. 
Mills served aboard the Nimitz as the Navy’s first female 
aircraft handler prior to being struck and killed by a vehicle 
when she stopped to assist others in a traffic collision Jan. 23 
near Bremerton. 
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AALLLLIIEEDD  NNAAVVIIEESS::  
16. Navy 'Running Out Of Sailors To Man Submarines’ 
Britain’s nuclear deterrent is at risk because the Navy does not have enough sailors to man its submarines, 
Ministry of Defence officials admit 
(LONDON TELEGRAPH (UK) 20 AUG 12) ... Thomas Harding 

Internal documents warn that a lack of recruits for the 
Submarine Service may leave attack submarines and boats 
carrying the Trident nuclear missile stranded in port. 

A separate threat comes from a predicted 15 per cent 
shortfall in engineers by 2015. 

One in seven posts for weapons officers at the rank of 
lieutenant will also be vacant, raising operational questions 
over the boats equipped with nuclear and cruise missiles. 

Many submariners are being poached by the civilian 
nuclear sector and those who remain are being forced to go to 
sea for longer and more frequently. 

Adml Lord West, the former First Sea Lord, said the 
situation was “very worrying” and he hoped the Navy had 
mechanisms in place to make up for the shortfall. 

The gaps facing the Submarine Service are disclosed in 
the Risk Register of the Defence Nuclear Executive Board. 

Under the “Risk” heading of “Submarine Manpower,” the 
MoD’s internal safety watchdog said: “There is a risk that the 
RN will not have sufficient suitably qualified and experienced 
personnel to be able to support the manning requirement of the 
submarine fleet.” 

The Navy has a fleet of six attack submarines and four 
Vanguard boats that carry the Trident nuclear missile, but the 
personnel issues could mean they cannot be deployed. 

The report found that the recruiting and retention of 
submariners was also threatening operations. “Inability to 
recruit, retain and develop sufficient nuclear and submarine 
design qualified personnel will result in an inability to support 
the Defence Nuclear Programme,” the document said. 

It also questioned whether industry can deliver the Trident 
replacement, warning of the “erosion of manufacturing 

capability, cost growth, time delay, and poor performance of 
contractors.” The Navy is carrying out a senior officer 
manpower review looking at ways to improve “quality of life” 
for submariners. It is understood that some submarines are 
putting to sea with only 85 per cent of their full complement. 

Submariners are subsequently being forced to deploy 
more frequently and do more jobs. When the hunter-killer 
HMS Triumph returned home earlier this year it had been at 
sea for 13 out of the previous 17 months. There are 5,000 
submariners in the Navy, but with deployments lasting four 
months or more continuously under the surface it is proving 
difficult to attract recruits. 

A “dearth of experienced mid-career people” is 
threatening the Service and would continue “into the next 
decade,” warned the Defence Nuclear Safety Regulator annual 
report. 

Lord West said: “There’s no doubt that recruiting and 
keeping highly qualified nuclear engineers has been tough. 
Nuclear engineers have also become highly sought-after by 
the civil industry as this country has not trained enough.” A 
redacted copy of the Risk Register was provided to the 
Nuclear Information Service. Peter Burt, the director of NIS, 
which promotes nuclear safety awareness, said: “These risks 
highlight major pitfalls ahead and that Trident replacement is 
far from a forgone conclusion. How effective we are at 
mastering these risks will determine whether Britain can 
remain in the nuclear weapons business.” 

A Navy spokesman said: “To ensure that the Royal Navy 
continues its excellent nuclear safety record, we review the 
nuclear propulsion programme to identify and manage any 
possible future risks; this report is part of that process.” 
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17. Navy Planners Lay Out Case For Replacement Submarines 
(CANADIAN PRESS 20 AUG 12) ... Murray Brewster 

OTTAWA — Naval planners have started to lay the 
groundwork for the possible replacement of the country’s 
second-hand, glitch-prone Victoria-class submarines, arguing 
such warships are a necessary part of Canada’s arsenal. 

Planners say the country will likely need bigger, quieter 
boats that can perform stealth missions, launch undersea 
robots and fire guided missiles at shore targets. 

A nine-page briefing note for the country’s top military 
commander last year sets out the justification for keeping a 
submarine capability, and comes at a time when the Harper 
government wants budget savings in both the near- and long-
term. 

The report looks at what kinds of boats will be on the 
market between 2020 and 2050. 

Ottawa was awash in rumours last spring that the current 
submarine program was on the chopping block because of its 
enormous expense and repeated setbacks, including a fatal fire 
aboard one boat in 2004. 

“Submarines are the ultimate stealth platform, able to 
operate in areas where sea and air control is not assured, and 

to gain access to areas denied to other forces,” said a May 9, 
2011, briefing for Chief of Defence Staff Walt Natynczyk. 

“A capable submarine force creates uncertainty; 
countering them is difficult, expensive and cannot be 
guaranteed.” 

Investing in submarines is prudent because “in the event 
of global tensions these relatively cheap assets will counter 
projection of power and hinder freedom of movement and 
action.” 

According to defence experts, that was a veiled reference 
to Arctic sovereignty, which the Harper government has made 
key policy platform. 

Dan Middlemiss, who has written extensively on naval 
strategy, said the government clearly sent a message to the 
navy last year about the current, troubled fleet, warning: “Get 
these boats in the water — or else.” 

That the program has been in jeopardy was subtly 
underscored by the navy’s top commander, Vice-Admiral Paul 
Maddison, during an appearance before a Senate committee 
earlier this year. 
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“Assuming that Canadians will continue to see a 
submarine capability as a critical capability for our Canadian 
Forces,” he said, “I would envision initiating a next-generation 
submarine discussion within the next three or four years … to 
ensure there is no gap in submarine capability, which is what 
we faced in the 1990s.” 

Under questioning, he was more pointed: “In terms of 
surveillance of our ocean approaches and the protection of our 
own sovereignty, I would consider a submarine capability 
critical. 

“And so to lose that for a G8 nation, a NATO country like 
Canada, a country that continues to lead internationally, and 
aspires to lead more, I would consider that a critical loss.” 

Maddison told the committee he didn’t envision replacing 
the four existing boats, purchased from the Royal Navy in 
1998, until the late 2020s. 

But it may come sooner than that. 
Much hinges on whether engineers can successfully 

extend the service lives of HMCS Victoria, Windsor, Corner 
Brook and Chicoutimi, which are already nearly 20 years old. 

That assessment, including affordability, is still 
underway, said Middlemiss, who taught at Dalhousie 
University Centre for Foreign Policy Studies in Halifax. 

“I think there is Sword of Damocles over the heads of 
submarines at the moment and I know the navy, and I think 
the dockyard and everybody, have had this brought home 
repeatedly and vigorously and are now trying to play 
catchup,” said Middlemiss. 

Other naval projects, such as supply ships and Arctic 
patrol vessels, have been postponed until later in the decade, 
and “I think most expect more cuts and outright deferral to 
come,” he added. 

The briefing note points out that the market for 
submarines, especially emerging powers such as India and 
China, has grown by leaps and bounds, but there are still only 
a handful of countries in the world capable of building them. 

At the top of the list is Howaldtswerke Deutsche Werft, 
which is a division of Thyssenkrupp Marine. 

The company’s senior executives were part of a German 
trade delegation that accompanied Chancellor Angela Merkel 
to Ottawa and Halifax last week. 

Middlemiss said giving up the capability would 
potentially leave Canada blind in the Arctic because nations 
are required to notify each other when their submarines are 
operating around the territorial waters of others. 

“The current subs are, despite the bad press, incredibly 
useful and will still be of equal or even more value as climate 
change wrecks havoc in the Arctic,” he said. 

The briefing note said that the traditional Second World 
War perception and use of submarines has been refined. 

Where once they were torpedoing enemy shipping, subs 
are now more useful in coastline surveillance and intelligence-
gathering, as well as being able to launch guided missiles at 
shore targets, the way U.S. and British boats did during the 
Libya campaign. 
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EENNEERRGGYY::  
18. Will The Department Of Defense Help Open The Way To Next Generation Biofuels? 
(ENVIRONMENTAL AND ENERGY STUDY INSTITUTE 20 AUG 12) ... Ned Stowe 

The budget line item for alternative fuels development is 
a drop in the bucket in terms of overall military spending, but 
it could be transformative for reducing the military’s 
vulnerability to rising global petroleum prices and supply 
disruptions 

It could also be game changing for fulfilling the nation’s 
long-term commitment to developing competitively priced, 
domestically produced, more sustainable, renewable advanced 
biofuels. Yet getting this Congress to fund this Defense 
Department initiative is proving to be an uphill battle. 

When the Senate returns in September, one of its top 
priorities on the crowded agenda will be to pass the annual 
defense authorization bill. The Senate Armed Services 
Committee completed its work on the bill, (The National 
Defense Authorization Act (NDAA) for Fiscal Year (FY) 2013, 
S. 3254), on May 24. In their final mark-up, two amendments 
that would strictly limit the Defense Department’s (DOD) role 
in developing commercial scale production of next generation 
biofuels and purchasing these fuels for use were narrowly 
approved, by roll call votes of 13-12. 

The House version of the bill (H.R. 4310) contains similar 
restrictions, as does the House version of the FY2013 defense 
appropriations bill (H.R. 5856). However, on August 2, the 
Senate Appropriations Committee approved funding for the 
DOD’s alternative fuels development in its amendment to the 
House Defense Appropriations bill under the existing 
authority of the National Defense Production Act of 1950. 

According to a Reuters news story July 18, a group of 
senators led by Sen. Mark Udall (D-CO) plans to block 
passage of the defense authorization bill if these provisions 
remain in the bill. Senators Jeanne Shaheen (D-NH) and Susan 
Collins (R-ME) wrote an op-ed in the July 15 issue of Politico 
in support of the DOD biofuels initiative. 

Since the Bush Administration and continuing in the 
Obama Administration, the DOD has been exploring ways that 
energy efficiency improvements and the use of renewable 
energy technologies could help improve its operational 
capabilities and reduce its vulnerabilities in times of conflict. 
Its dependence on petroleum, in particular, is a critical 
vulnerability, as detailed in the recent DOD report Energy 
Investments for Military Operations: for Fiscal Year 2013. 

The DOD is the largest single consumer of liquid fuels in 
the United States, accounting for almost two percent of U.S. 
petroleum demand. Every $1 per barrel increase in the cost of 
petroleum costs the Navy, alone, an additional $30 million per 
year. 

In August 2011, the Obama administration announced an 
interagency initiative between the DOD and the departments 
of Energy and Agriculture to accelerate the development and 
production of advanced biofuels at a commercial scale so as to 
replace a significant portion of its aviation, maritime, and 
vehicle fuel with biofuels. According to the DOD Operational 
Energy Strategy: Implementation Plan (March 2012), the 
initiative includes a "close partnership with the private sector, 
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[to] help catalyze a competitive advanced biofuels industry 
compatible with our military infrastructure. Each agency 
plans to provide $170 million, for a total of $510 million, over 
the next 3 years to support this initiative, utilizing DPA 
authorities and the Department of Agriculture's Commodity 
Credit Corporation." 

According to the Implementation Plan: "The Departments 
of Air Force and Navy have identified goals for the use of 
alternative fuels. The Air Force is currently working to certify 
a 50/50 blend of JP-8 and alternative fuel for use in its 
aircraft and plans to be ready to cost-competitively acquire 50 
percent of its domestic aviation fuel requirement, or roughly 
387 million gallons of JP-8 per year, via an alternative fuel 
source by 2016. The Navy plans to purchase 200 thousand 
gallons of a 50/50 JP-5 and 700 thousand gallons of a 50/50 
F-76 to sail a "Green Strike Group" domestically in 2012. 
This is a step toward the demonstration of a "Great Green 
Fleet" using 50/50 blends in 2016, which will require 3 
million gallons of biofuels. The 2020 goal is to use alternative 
sources for half of all energy consumption afloat, which will 
require 300 million gallons of biofuels. The Military 

Departments and DLA-Energy also are partnering with 
organizations such as the Commercial Aviation Alternative 
Fuels Initiative, Air Transport Association, and American 
Society for Testing and Materials International to promote the 
development, certification, commercialization, and marketing 
of alternative fuels." 

In July 2012, the Navy, with its "Great Green Fleet," 
successfully demonstrated the use of advanced biofuels to 
power its aircraft and ships in the Rim of the Pacific Exercise 
(RIMPAC), the largest maritime exercise in the world. 

If this interagency initiative is successful in accelerating 
the development of a number of commercial scale, advanced, 
next generation biorefineries – in different regions of the 
country, using different types of biomass feedstocks and 
energy conversion technologies – this project could open the 
way for significant additional private investment in 
commercial scale biorefineries. As many as 500 new 
biorefineries, using many different types of biomass 
feedstocks (anything except corn starch), will need to be built 
by 2022 in order to fulfill the goals set by Congress in the 
2007 Renewable Fuel Standard. 
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19. USCG Cutter Completes Voyage On Biofuel 
(DEFENSE NEWS 20 AUG 12) ... Adam Stone 

The U.S. Coast Guard has completed a trip of 3,500 
nautical miles on alternative fuel in an effort to help the Navy 
expand its understanding of potential renewable fuel sources. 

The 175-foot coastal buoy tender Henry Blake and its 
crew of 28 sailed a round trip from Puget Sound to Juneau, 
Alaska, on a 50-50 blend of petroleum F-76 and 
hydroprocessed renewable diesel fuel derived from algal oil. 
The Navy supplied the fuel for the operational evaluation, 
which lasted from June 21 to Aug. 1. 

The Coast Guard is examining alternative fuels in 
preparation for an eventual changeover in the military 
pipeline, said Sam Alvord, energy fuel section chief for the 
Coast Guard’s office of energy management. 

“What we don’t want was to have that fuel out there and 
us not knowing what it would mean in terms of our assets,” he 
said. 

The Blake evaluation could be especially important, since 
the vessel’s mission encompasses so many variables. For 
example, the cutter moves at full throttle through open water, 
but also maneuvers at slow speeds for buoy tending duties. 
That creates a different load profile and a different operational 
tempo, Alvord said. 

In the same vein, operators put all of the ship’s systems to 
the test by carrying out the entire mission on alternative fuel, 
as opposed to past exercises that had run on both conventional 
and alternative fuels. 

“In this case, it was a full load of alternative fuel, so all 
systems got exposed: The engines, the fuel handling 

equipment, the purification equipment, the piping,” Alvord 
said. With a successful demonstration across all systems, “it 
means you can burn the alternative fuel without changing any 
of your systems or processes.” 

The Coast Guard is especially keen to understand the 
effects of alternative fuels due to negative experiences in the 
past. 

In 2009, a supply chain error caused a medium-endurance 
cutter to be fueled with a 20 percent blend of fatty acid methyl 
esters, which turned to gel as a result of environmental factors, 
clogging the fuel filters and choking off fuel flow to the 
engines. 

“In that case, they were surprised by it, and we don’t want 
to be surprised again,” Alvord said. 

This recent evaluation looked for “distinguishing 
differences across the boards” between the biofuel mix and 
conventional fuel, Alvord said. Variables included engine 
temperature and pressure, fuel injector performance and 
uneven wear of engine parts. 

These measurements will be compared against previous 
Navy findings in similar evaluations. 

“All the other tests that have been done by the Navy have 
seen no discernible difference, and we fully expect this to be 
the same thing,” Alvord said. “There were no leaks, no uneven 
wear, nothing that would raise any eyebrows. It was very short 
and sweet.” 

Return to Index 
 

20. Crane Facility Researching Better Military Batteries 
The $14 million Battery Innovation Center is slated for completion sometime in 2013.  
(WFIU NPR BLOOMINGTON (IN) 20 AUG 12) ... Stan Jastrzebski 

The Battery Innovation Center hopes to break new ground 
in the military’s development of energy storage technology. 

A Monday ceremony marked the start of construction on 
a facility near the Crane Naval Surface Warfare Center 
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designed to improve battery technology and make electricity 
transfer more efficient. 

The $14 million Battery Innovation Center, or BIC, hopes 
to break new ground in the military’s development of energy 
storage technology. BIC President Charles LaSota, a 35-year 
navy veteran and former Crane commanding officer, says 
civilian applications are another likely development. 

“If you look at energy storage devices, the same things 
that our military needs in the theater – to be able to have 
reliable, safe, highly-powered energy storage devices to make 
their missions effective – our people in the commercial sector 
need the same thing so the products that they can provide are 
reliable, will last a long time and won’t cost an arm and a leg,” 
LaSota says. 

The addition of the BIC will extend the WestGate @ 
Crane research park to the west, moving its boundaries even 
closer to Interstate 69. 

8th District Congressman Larry Bucshon, whose district 
includes Crane, says the expansion of the park and increased 
proximity to the new highway should protect the area 
somewhat from future budget cuts, in part because the BIC 
fills a key niche for the military. 

“One can have the most powerful generators and energy 
sources available on the planet, but if you don’t have high 
efficiency and high-performing energy storage capacity, your 
strategic capacity can be greatly reduced,” Bucshon says. 

LaSota says scientists will also do research using a nearby 
electrical substation, in hopes of creating energy transfer 
systems which waste less power than current transmission 
lines. The facility is slated for completion sometime in 2013. 
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21. Blazing The Trail: MCAS Yuma Earns Energy Building Honor 
(YUMA (AZ) SUN 20 AUG 12) ... MARA KNAUB  

The Marine Corps Air Station in Yuma is blazing the trail 
in more than one way. With the coming of the F-35 Joint 
Strike Fighter aircraft, MCAS Yuma will be the first 
operational squadron in the Marine Corps. 

But the station is also leading the way is developing new, 
more energy efficient buildings, prompting other military 
installations around the nation to scrutinize Yuma. 

“The spotlight is on Yuma. Everyone is looking at us," 
Capt. Staci Reidinger, MCAS director of public affairs, said. 
"Many of the new buildings being constructed to support the 
new squadron, such as the JSF flight simulator building and 
hangars, are using materials and systems that reduce energy 
consumption while incorporating renewable energy sources." 

Other new buildings tied directly to the F-35 
infrastructure are also being developed with “green” designs, 
including the Marine Aviation Weapons and Tactics Squadron 
building, a master's level training facility for pilots, and other 
supporting buildings. 

The U.S. Green Building Council recently awarded the 
MAWTS building with the Leadership in Energy and 
Environmental Design Silver Award, the second such award 
the base has received. Mark Dewald, the MCAS Yuma 
architect, had already accepted a LEED Silver Award for the 
newest Marine barracks. 

The station is the first to receive LEED certification in all 
of Yuma County. 

“MCAS is leading the entire area for LEED building. 
We're setting the pace,” DeWald said. 

LEED is a rating systems that awards points for the 
design, construction and operation of high performance green 
buildings, homes and neighborhoods. 

Mark Dewald, the MCAS Yuma architect, noted that all 
the newer structures being built right now are going to be 
LEED Silver or higher. As MCAS updates older buildings, it's 
paying close attention to sustainable design. 

But each LEED level -- silver, gold and platinum -- 
comes with a price tag. Therefore the government is limiting 
projects to the silver level. 

“We're doing everything we can, building the best 
building we can for the best price we can,” DeWald said. 

He pointed out that saving energy is a major concern of 
the government and Marines Corps right now. 

Although limited to the silver level, these new buildings 
are a marked improvement from the older structures, many 
built during the 1950s and 1960s. 

“It's still an achievement, the mark of a quality building 
that is saving us money and energy,” Reidinger said. 

Some buildings and renovations projects would have been 
eligible for LEED awards, but that goal was not set out by the 
government for those structures. 

A “green” building is about more than saving energy. It's 
also about using recyclable materials, water conservation and 
improved air quality, DeWald said. 

The sustainable features being used at the station include 
better insulation, double-pane windows, Energy Star rated 
equipment and photovoltaic solar panels, solar thermal 
technology to heat water and other supplemental technology. 

Using solar technology makes sense. “There's no better 
spot because we have so much sunshine. We might as well use 
it,” DeWald said. 

As part of renovation projects, barracks are being 
retrofitting with PV panels, which will direct the generated 
electricity back into the system when energy is at a high 
demand. When the demand isn't as high, the energy will go 
into the Arizona Public Service grid. 

The sustainable projects are part of the station's efforts to 
comply with an executive order to reduce all military energy 
spending by 30 percent. 

While installing “green” technology initially costs more, 
the built-in efficiencies will result in savings in the long run, 
DeWald said. For example, the design of the new flight 
simulator facility is expected to result in an annual savings of 
36 percent. 

“Over 20 years, that's a savings of 300, 400 percent,” 
DeWald noted. 

MCAS Yuma renewable energy projects 
Marine Corps Air Station Yuma currently has 119 

kilowatts of renewable energy in place, generating an annual 
output of 190,946 kW hours in fiscal year 2011. 
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The station has six solar projects currently under 
construction that will add an additional 431 kW and an annual 
output of 564,611 kW hours a year. 

The Joint Strike Fighter construction at MCAS Yuma is 
anticipated to add 1,321 kW and 3.86 million kW hours 
annually. 

Once current projects are completed, the station 
anticipates 1,871 kW and 4.6 million kW hours. 
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CCYYBBEERR::  
22. CYBERCOM Moving Toward Command Elevation 
(DEFENSE NEWS 20 AUG 12) ... Zachary Fryer-Biggs 

Following a plan laid out before its establishment, U.S. 
Cyber Command (CYBERCOM) is on its way toward 
becoming a unified combatant command, Gen. Keith 
Alexander told an audience of military and civilian cyber 
experts Aug. 15. 

The move will increase the prominence of the command, 
as CYBERCOM has functioned as a sub-unified command 
reporting to U.S. Strategic Command since its formation in 
2010. 

Several news outlets reported in May that Gen. Martin 
Dempsey, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, would 
recommend that the command be elevated, although a specific 
time frame for the move is unclear. Any elevation of a 
command requires presidential approval. 

"We came up with a paper in the April, May, June time 
frame of 2007 that said we probably need a unified 
command," Alexander, CYBERCOM chief, said at the 
TechNet Land Forces conference, hosted by the Armed Forces 
Communications and Electronics Association (AFCEA). 

"The problem is to get to a unified command; it's too big a 
step to jump, by pulling it all together, to make a unified 
command," he said. "So the most logical is to set it up as a 
sub-unified and then grow it to a unified.” 

Alexander indicated that progress is being made. 

"It's a long, long process," he said. "They're working their 
way through that; I'm sure it will take some more time.” 

The current position of CYBERCOM leads to some 
reporting contortions, as Alexander reports directly to Defense 
Secretary Leon Panetta for matters involving the National 
Security Agency (NSA), which Alexander also heads, but 
reports to Strategic Command chief Gen. C. Robert Kehler for 
matters involving CYBERCOM. The dual position was 
chosen to allow CYBERCOM to work more closely with 
NSA, the home to most of the country's more advanced cyber 
capabilities. CYBERCOM is located at Fort Meade, Md., for 
similar reasons. 

However, Alexander might have to step down if 
CYBERCOM becomes a unified command, said Dale 
Meyerrose, former assistant director of national intelligence. 

"If in fact the individual became a unified commander, 
you would probably need to separate the director of NSA from 
commander of Cyber Command," he said. Meyerrose, who 
now runs the Meyerrose Consulting Group, said he had 
advocated for CYBERCOM to be a unified command while 
still in uniform. 

"The fact that it was made a sub-unified command kind of 
shot be-hind the rabbit, from my perspective," he said. 
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OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
23. Smooth Sailing For Navy Days Weekend Event In San Pedro 
(TORRANCE (CA) DAILY BREEZE 20 AUG 12) ... Donna Littlejohn 

Navy Days received mostly glowing reviews in its 
aftermath Monday, with organizers saying the reservation 
system helped alleviate the congestion and long lines 
experienced at last year's larger Navy Week event. 

"We thought it was going to be hectic, but it was just as 
calm as could be, it was a piece of cake," said Katherine Gray 
of the San Pedro Convention and Visitors Bureau, which 
provided volunteers to help with the event Saturday and 
Sunday in the Port of Los Angeles. 

Downtown San Pedro also drew in some business, 
according to feedback Gray received. 

She credited the Navy League, sponsors of the event, with 
its organization of Navy Days, which this year required 
visitors to register online in advance for free ship tours. 

The port hosted the link for the reservations on its 
website. 

"Navy Days went very well," port spokesman Phillip 
Sanfield said. "The reservation system certainly helped. That, 
combined with the fact we were not dealing with a high-
profile vessel like an aircraft carrier, kept things much more 
under control. Parking, traffic both went smoothly as well." 

Next year, though, could bring another high-profile Navy 
visit. 

"Already we're talking about next year," Gray said. 
"There are rumors that we might get an aircraft carrier." 
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CCOOMMMMEENNTTAARRYY::  
24. RIMPAC Reminds The World That U.S. Is Military Partner Of Choice 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 19 AUG 12) ... Vice Adm. Gerald R. Beaman 

My U.S. 3rd Fleet team and I recently returned to our San 
Diego headquarters after leading the six-week Rim of the 
Pacific, or RIMPAC, the world’s largest international 
maritime exercise, held in and around Hawaii every two years.  

As the United States expands and intensifies its already 
significant role in the Asia-Pacific, the success of RIMPAC 
2012 should serve as a reminder of three important points: that 
our Navy remains committed to protecting security and 
stability in the Pacific, that other nations with interests in the 
Pacific want to partner with us, and that no other nation can 
put together such a broad maritime coalition. While these 
points may not be new, they have never been more relevant, as 
we work with our partners to build a safe, secure and 
prosperous Pacific region.  

The great ocean to our west has defined us as a Pacific 
nation for nearly 200 years. This year we mark the 
bicentennial of the War of 1812. It was during that war, in 
1813, that our Navy first ventured into the Pacific to defend 
our young nation’s right to use the sea lanes. By the end of 
World War II, our Navy had become the key guarantor of 
freedom of the seas in the Pacific, a freedom that allowed 
maritime commerce to flourish and has led to the prosperity 
that can be seen here at home and throughout much of the 
Pacific Rim today.  

The series of RIMPAC exercises began in 1971, before 
most of the participants in this year’s RIMPAC were born. 
Through 23 RIMPAC exercises, the consistency of this long-
standing, active dedication to international naval cooperation 
shows our friends and allies the strength of our commitment to 
ensuring freedom of the sea lanes in the Pacific.  

The Pacific Ocean is vast, and no one nation can 
safeguard security and stability throughout the seas alone. 
RIMPAC 2012 showed that now, as much as any time in 
history, the U.S. Navy is the partner of choice for those 
nations that have interests in the Pacific. Forces from 22 
nations, each with its own training objectives, participated in 
RIMPAC 2012. That’s more than ever before and an increase 
of greater than 50 percent over the 14 nations that participated 
just two years ago.  

For example, Russia participated for the first time, 
sending three ships to work alongside ships from other 
participating navies, including our own. Make no mistake: 
RIMPAC is a “pay-to-play” exercise, so these nations invested 
significant resources to send their forces great distances to 
train as part of RIMPAC.  

No nation makes an investment of that magnitude lightly. 
Why did they choose to participate? They certainly valued the 

chance to use world-class training ranges in the Hawaiian 
operating area, but more importantly, they had the unique 
opportunity to work as part of a coalition of forces unmatched 
in any other maritime exercise.  

No other nation could assemble such a broad maritime 
coalition. RIMPAC 2012 included 46 ships and submarines, 
more than 200 aircraft and 25,000 personnel. Beyond the 
numbers, however, are the innumerable relationships forged 
among Sailors, Marines, soldiers, airmen and Coast 
Guardsmen from countries that all share one interest — the 
Pacific Ocean. If you ask people throughout the Pacific Rim, 
they will tell you it is not a matter of if, but a matter of when, 
the next crisis or natural disaster occurs.  

RIMPAC provides the opportunity for maritime forces to 
build understanding and cooperation before that next crisis or 
disaster. That’s why a couple of firsts during RIMPAC 2012 
were so significant.  

For the first time, non-U.S. officers commanded the 
“functional components” of RIMPAC — Commodore Stuart 
Mayer of the Royal Australian Navy led the maritime 
component, which included all forces at sea, and Brig. Gen. 
Michael Hood of the Royal Canadian Air Force led the air 
component. My vice commander was Rear Adm. Fumiyuki 
Kitagawa of the Japanese Maritime Self Defense Force, and 
my deputy commander was Rear Adm. Ron Lloyd of the 
Royal Canadian Navy. Thus, the senior leadership group 
represented the international flavor of RIMPAC overall.  

Another important first of RIMPAC 2012 was that it 
marked the first time that we included a significant 
humanitarian assistance/disaster relief training scenario. 
RIMPAC 2012 provided relevant, realistic training that built 
partnerships not only among international naval and military 
forces, but also interagency and civil partnerships that had not 
been exercised before.  

Our Navy prepares to win wars but operates to preserve 
peace. There is no better example of how our Navy operates to 
preserve peace than RIMPAC 2012, as we remain a valued 
partner for nations with interests in the Pacific. This exercise 
demonstrated as clearly as the crystal blue waters of the 
Pacific that our Navy remains steadfastly committed to the 
security and stability of the region. Operating with our 
partners to preserve peace and prosperity is one of the most 
important things we can do. That’s why planning for RIMPAC 
2014 has already begun.  

Vice Adm. Gerald R. Beaman, commander of the Navy’s 
3rd Fleet, wrote this commentary for U-T San Diego. 
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25. The Enemy Within 
(NEW YORK TIMES 21 AUG 12) ... Editorial 

It’s bad enough when American and coalition troops in 
Afghanistan meet death at the hands of the Taliban. Now they 
are increasingly vulnerable to members of the Afghan Army 
and police — the very forces they are training to secure the 
country’s future. At least 40 NATO troops have been killed by 
their Afghan counterparts this year, including 10 American 
service members in one horrendous two-week stretch. 

The upsurge in these “insider” or green-on-blue attacks, 
as they are called, is alarming. There may no easy solutions, 
but the problem is real and deserves redoubled attention by 
American and Afghan leaders and increased protections for 
the soldiers themselves. 

In one recent case, Marine Special Operations troops were 
working with local police in Sangin when an Afghan wearing 
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a National Police uniform opened fire, killing three Marines. 
In another case, a boy who worked as a tea server at a base 
fired a machine gun inside a makeshift gymnasium, killing 
three Marines. According to NATO, green-on-blue deaths in 
the first eight months of this year have already exceeded last 
year’s total and are more than the entire period from 2007-10. 

American officials are struggling to understand the forces 
at work. Officials say only a handful of the attacks resulted 
from Taliban infiltration, even though the Taliban claim 
credit. That is scant reassurance; the attacks may instead 
reflect pent-up anger among Afghans against their American 
trainers. Whatever the cause, the attacks are eroding mutual 
trust. In recent days, American and NATO service members 
have been ordered to carry a loaded magazine in their 
weapons at all times so they can react more quickly if 
attacked. An initiative that calls for one or two American 

troops to monitor the Afghans during every meeting or 
mission — and be prepared to shoot if necessary — has been 
given greater priority. 

On Monday, after talking with Afghan leaders, Gen. 
Martin Dempsey, the chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, 
said that, for the first time, he had found them as “concerned 
about the insider attacks as we are.” If that’s true, President 
Hamid Karzai of Afghanistan and his commanders should be 
making new efforts to reduce the attacks. One obvious tactic 
would be to work more closely with village elders who vet the 
recruits. 

President Obama, who has endorsed these and other steps, 
also forthrightly conceded that more must be done to protect 
American forces as Afghan troops assume more and more 
responsibility in preparation for the American withdrawal at 
the end of 2014. 
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26. Familiar Theme To Netanyahu’s Call To Arms – Budgetary Woes 
(WASHINGTON POST 21 AUG 12) ... Walter Pincus 

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, facing 
domestic problems at home the past few weeks, began 
frantically banging his “I am threatening to attack Iran” drum. 

One reason, which has gotten little publicity in the United 
States, is that Netanyahu has budget problems. His 
government has to make decisions on its defense spending at a 
time his country faces some of the same economic problems 
that we do in the United States. 

As with Pentagon boosters in this country, Netanyahu and 
his allies favor more defense spending and they play up 
growing threats. The new theme is that the window is closing 
for an attack on Iran’s nuclear facilities, even if Israel has to 
go it alone. 

Sound familiar? It does to some Israelis. 
“Every year, for as long as Israel has existed, the army 

has intimidated the ministers and the public with various 
threats in order to increase its budget. Once the threat was 
Egypt, then came Syria, Jordan, Iraq, Hezbollah and the 
intifada, and now the Iranian bomb,” was the way the 
newspaper Haaretz put it in an editorial Friday. 

From Aug. 1, when Netanyahu issued a statement saying, 
“Time to resolve this issue peacefully is running out,” through 
Thursday, when Defense Minister Ehud Barak said, “There 
are risks in the situation today . . . [but] it’s infinitely more 
dangerous . . . to deal with a nuclear Iran in the future,” the 
drumbeat from Israel has been steady and growing louder. 

On Aug. 12, Netanyahu added a new twist. He had known 
for six months that his home front defense minister would be 
leaving this month. After all he had chosen him to be his new 
ambassador to China. He officially named a successor last 
Tuesday. 

The choice of an old army comrade, Avi Dichter, set off a 
new round of stories about getting additional funds for gas 
masks and to provide bomb shelters in preparation, of course, 
for Iran’s response should the Israelis attack Tehran’s nuclear 
facilities. 

On Wednesday, with the Iran threat and civil defense 
freshly in the air, Israel’s budget crunch came into focus. 

Netanyahu held a closed cabinet meeting at the Tel Aviv 
headquarters of the Ministry of Defense, where Barak and 
Chief of General Staff Lt. Gen. Benny Gantz went over the 
current budget and spending projections for the next five 
years. 

Israel’s 2012 defense budget is roughly the equivalent of 
$14.9 billion and is expected to grow to $15.4 billion next 
year. However, a public controversy exists between Israel’s 
Defense Ministry and its Finance Ministry over whether 
defense spending is staying within limits established last year, 
in the wake of widespread demonstrations over the economy. 
The cabinet had accepted cuts in defense spending along with 
higher taxes on corporations and an increase in the capital 
gains tax. 

At Wednesday’s session, according to Israeli press 
reports, Finance Minister Yuval Steinitz called for budget cuts 
in defense as well as other ministries. 

Sound familiar? Remember, Americans are not just 
bystanders in Israel’s internal scuffle over defense spending or 
Netanyahu’s threats to bomb Iran. 

The annual$3.1 billion that the United States supplies 
Israel under a program initiated by President George W. Bush 
now makes up about one-fifth of Israel’s defense budget, 
according to Colin H. Kahl, a former Defense Department 
official for the Middle East. 

Meanwhile, Netanyahu’s Iran drumming, though in Israel 
a tool in the defense budget fight, is also directed at getting 
President Obama to take a more aggressive public military 
stance toward Tehran. 

In last Sunday’s Washington Post, Amos Yadlin, director 
of Israel’s Institute for National Security Studies, expanded 
that theme, writing, “Obama should notify the U.S. Congress 
in writing that he reserves the right to use military force to 
prevent Iran’s acquisition of a military nuclear capability.” 

No such step is needed nor should it be injected into the 
U.S. presidential campaign. Meanwhile, Netanyahu’s defense 
budget issues should be solved by Israelis, not by America’s 
taxpayers. 
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27. As Israel Girds For Possible War, U.S. Lacks A Dynamic Debate 
Attack on nuclear sites holds risks 
(USA TODAY 21 AUG 12) ... Editorial 

Say this for Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu: 
He's a master at whipping up worry that he's about to launch 
an attack on Iran. He's been doing it for years, extracting 
American support in the process. 

So perhaps what's happening in Israel today is just more 
Netanyahu stagecraft, timed to the U.S. presidential campaign. 
If so, it's an Oscar-worthy performance. By all appearances, 
Netanyahu is preparing his nation for war. 

After months of saber rattling, the Israeli government is 
opening gas mask distribution centers, and on Sunday it tested 
an early warning system that involved texting hundreds of 
thousands of Israelis. Both steps are in preparation for a 
potential retaliatory Iranian missile strike. As if to punctuate 
those actions, Israel's top civil defense official said that 
attacking Iran's nuclear facilities would lead to a month-long, 
multifront war with 500 Israeli deaths. 

Contributing to the sense of urgency, Deputy Foreign 
Minister Danny Ayalon urged last week that the international 
community declare negotiations with Iran a failure and, in a 
new hint of imminent war, defined the window for them to 
work as "several weeks." 

All this has proved less than convincing within Israel, at 
least judging by the stature and breadth of the opposition. 
Every one of Israel's recently retired security chiefs opposes a 
unilateral attack, and a recent poll found the Israeli public 
strongly opposed. 

This is, at least, how a democracy on the cusp of war is 
supposed to function. But what of the United States, where the 
consequences would be grave and public discussion of the sort 
gripping Israel is almost absent? 

The leading theory for Netanyahu's timing — speculative 
but logical — is that he sees the American political campaign 
as a moment of maximum leverage. President Obama, fearing 
the loss of Jewish votes in a close election, will feel compelled 

either to back an Israeli attack or to deter the Israelis by 
making new, more specific commitments to a U.S. attack later. 

The pity is that the analysis is probably right, because the 
United States so far seems incapable of conducting the kind of 
debate Israel is having. 

The Republican primaries were filled with cheap 
pandering as each candidate —Ron Paul excepted — tried to 
out-hawk the other. Obama responded by asserting that the 
United States would not allow Iran to acquire nuclear 
weapons. Both he and GOP candidate Mitt Romney have 
rejected a policy of containment. 

But the choice between hot and cold wars is exactly what 
needs to be discussed before the U.S. risks launching itself 
into another military morass. Look at the daunting 
consequences, and you see why Israelis are so divided: 

*Those in favor of a pre-emptive attack point out that 
Israel must defend itself from a regime that has repeatedly 
threatened to annihilate the Jewish state. And even if a nuclear 
Iran didn't attack Israel directly, it would pose an ever 
widening threat as its arsenal grew. A regional arms race 
would likely follow. The risk of a bomb falling into terrorist 
hands would grow, and Iran could support terrorism with 
impunity. 

*Opponents of an attack argue that Iran could only 
destroy Israel (and kill many Muslims in the process) at the 
price of destroying itself. Iran would surely retaliate against an 
attack, perhaps by sinking warships in the Persian Gulf, setting 
off a full-scale war. Iranians would unify behind a regime 
many of them now despise. Spiking oil prices would threaten 
the global economy. 

The decisions could not be more fateful. No American 
would be immune from the impact of an attack on Iran. That's 
why the time for a vigorous debate — not just in Israel but in 
the USA, too — is before the bombs fly. 
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28. 'Diplomacy Has Run Its Course' 
Israel is justified in using force 
(USA TODAY 21 AUG 12) ... Clifford D. May 

The intentions of Iran's rulers could not be clearer. They 
have repeatedly threatened and incited genocide. Most 
recently, Iranian President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad called 
Israel "a cancerous tumor" which will "soon be excised." He 
added: "The nations of the region will soon finish off the 
usurper Zionists." The website of Supreme Leader Ali 
Khamenei declared that there is religious "justification to kill 
all the Jews and annihilate Israel, and Iran must take the 
helm." 

To achieve these goals, Iran's rulers have been developing 
nuclear weapons. That, too, should no longer be a matter of 
debate. Nor is the fact that their nuclear weapons program 
violates international law. 

For these reasons, the Israelis would be very much 
justified in using military force to prevent the revolutionary 
Islamist regime from acquiring nuclear weapons. That is not 
the same as saying Israel should strike or even that using force 
would be the best — or least worst — option. I don't have 

enough information to know that. No one writing editorials or 
op-eds on this issue has enough information to know that. 

It may be that the Israelis, even at the highest levels, also 
do not have all the factors necessary to decide how best to 
defend themselves, and the West, from a regime that has 
vowed to bring about "a world without America and Zionism." 

But if the Israelis know where the centrifuge factories are, 
and if they are confident they can destroy or seriously degrade 
them, that course of action deserves serious consideration. 
Diplomacy has run its course. Sanctions have damaged Iran's 
economy but do not appear to have weakened the will of the 
theocratic regime. 

Winston Churchill called World War II an unnecessary 
war because it could have been prevented: The Nazis should 
never have been allowed to obtain the weapons they would 
use to overrun Europe. Hitler marveled to one of his generals 
that no one challenged him while he was weak. They waited 
until he was at his strongest, thus guaranteeing a much 
bloodier conflict. 
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That mistake should not be made again — never again, as 
we used to say. 

Clifford D. May is president of the Foundation for 
Defense of Democracies, a policy institute focusing on 
terrorism and Islamism. 
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29. Top 5 Obstacles To AirSea Battle 
(THE DIPLOMAT 20 AUG 12) ... James R. Holmes 

Is there no end to the Naval Diplomat's treachery? Last 
week I sallied outside the comfortable redoubt of The 
Diplomat to comment on why the U.S. military's AirSea Battle 
concept is, and must be, about China. 

It's not because a U.S.-China war is fated, but because of 
expediency. 

Military planners are negligent if they don't plan against 
the toughest challenge elected leaders may order them to face. 
For instance, the U.S. Navy planned for war with Britain's 
Royal Navy well into the interwar years. No one wanted or 
expected an Anglo-American conflict, but the Royal Navy 
remained the gold standard for naval power. It only made 
sense for the U.S. Navy to measure itself against the most 
exacting standard available while hedging against the 
unexpected. Herewith, my list of the Top 5 hurdles facing 
executors of (and commentators on) the emerging operational 
concept: 

5. Deciphering what it is. 
This obstacle conceivably may not be a problem for the 

armed forces at all, but simply for scribblers such as myself. 
That lingering doubt is why I place it last on my list. Namely, 
no AirSea Battle concept has yet been officially published. 
What is it, then? Observers must still extrapolate from a 2010 
study from the Center for Strategic and Budgetary 
Assessments. One key example: will the doctrine countenance 
the “blinding campaign” envisioned by the CSBA report, 
which seems to mean strikes against the Chinese mainland? 
Hitting an opponent’s homeland raises the prospect of 
escalating a conflict beyond the limited goals presumably at 
stake for Washington. Many commentators, myself included, 
fret over this possibility. 

One hopes AirSea Battle's framers consider the barrage of 
commentary an opportunity to vet and revise the concept 
before officially releasing it—a sort of brass-knuckles peer-
review process. (Welcome to the scholar's world!) There is 
precedent for a lengthy gestation process. The U.S. Navy's 
1982 Maritime Strategy, for instance, originated as an internal 
strategic concept years before the Reagan administration 
officially endorsed it as strategy. An unclassified version 
appeared in a 1986 edition of the Naval Institute Proceedings. 
AirSea Battle could be undergoing a similar interlude of 
debate and refinement. The past could be prologue. 

4. Conflating politics with operational planning. 
Pentagon spokesmen have a thankless job before them. 

Insisting it's "unhelpful" to envision executing AirSea Battle 
against any particular prospective adversary—the usual 
talking point—would mean ripping the concept out of any 
strategic context. Concepts devoid of context, such as 
"capabilities-based planning" or "effects-based operations," 
typically have scant value or longevity. War is an interactive 
clash of wills carried out through the medium of armed force. 
To somehow remove one party to the interaction reduces 
strategy and planning to a kind of shadow-boxing. One hopes 

the architects of AirSea Battle aren't sincere about divorcing 
the concept from real-world adversaries and regional settings. 

Strenuous denials are hopeless in any event. Will Chinese 
or Iranian leaders or rank-and-file citizens really believe that a 
concept designed to pierce the very defenses they are busily 
erecting isn't about them? Managing AirSea Battle's image 
may be an insoluble problem. Candor may not be a solution, 
but it would at least ameliorate conspiratorial thinking in 
precincts like Beijing and Tehran. 

3. Developing the right hardware. 
As retired Captain Wayne Hughes likes to point out, 

strategists have a bad habit of writing checks tacticians or their 
weaponry can't cash. From a bird’s-eye view, that is, it’s easy 
to devise plans by which one’s forces go hither or yon, do X, 
Y, and Z to vanquish the foe, and proceed on toward ultimate 
victory. But strategy can’t succeed if warfighters lack the 
implements or the tactics to win. Continual dialogue among 
the levels of war is crucial, lest commanders or their political 
masters fail to see the limits of the possible. AirSea Battle is 
no exception to Hughes’s counsel. 

There’s another hardware aspect to AirSea Battle. Over 
the past twenty years, if not more, the United States’ 
competitors have excelled at developing low-cost technologies 
that are comparatively expensive—sometimes by orders of 
magnitude—to defeat. Think about U.S. ground forces’ 
scramble to “up-armor” their vehicles to withstand improvised 
explosive devices—many of them homemade—in Iraq and 
Afghanistan. China and Iran have harnessed this logic as well. 
For example, anti-access defenders can afford a lot of cheap 
but lethal anti-ship missiles for the cost of an American Aegis 
cruiser or destroyer, let alone an aircraft carrier. One metric 
for AirSea Battle’s success is finding creative ways to turn this 
logic back on its leading practitioners, unearthing inexpensive 
ways to impose high costs on access deniers. 

2. Transforming service cultures. 
My department convened its biannual Teaching Grand 

Strategy workshop last week, bringing some of the leading 
lights in our field to Newport. One side discussion really stuck 
with me, in part because organizational culture ranks among 
my research interests: people learn primarily from failure. 
Defeat clears the mind. The same might be said of institutions, 
which after all are bodies composed of individuals. How, then, 
can an institution’s leadership induce a sense of failure, and 
thus a desire for healthy change, short of actually failing—
perhaps catastrophically? How can organizations adapt to 
setbacks or defeat before they occur, and thus forestall them 
altogether? 

Niccolò Machiavelli despaired of this, concluding that the 
timber of humanity is to keep doing what worked last time. 
That’s an elegant way to rephase the old maxim, “Don’t fix it 
if it ain’t broke.” Planning for past contingencies is not unique 
to military institutions, despite all the tired old jokes about 
fighting the last war. Since the Cold War, nevertheless, the 
U.S. Navy has grown accustomed to not having to fight for 
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control of the maritime commons, while the U.S. Air Force 
doesn’t regard combat at sea as one of its central functions. 
Remaking institutional cultures for the reality of fierce anti-
access defenses poses a stiff leadership challenge for the 
services. 

1. Fitting it into a strategy. 
AirSea Battle is essentially an operational concept for 

kicking in the door in East Asia, the Persian Gulf, or other 
contested zones on the map. But what comes after AirSea 
Battle? How will it contribute to strategic and political 
success? Carl von Clausewitz posits three routes by which 
commanders and statesmen can compel opponents to do their 
bidding: they can defeat and disarm them (the obvious way), 
drive up their costs to unbearable levels, or convince them a 
win is improbable. How will prosecuting AirSea operations 
compel an adversary to do Washington’s bidding? And how 
will this enterprise help convince the Beijings or Tehrans of 

the world to accept the verdict of arms rather than try to 
overturn it later—as Clausewitz says defeated powers often 
do? 

Devising an overarching strategic framework for likely 
theaters—whether it’s waging “war by contingent” along an 
adversary’s coastlines or essaying “offshore control” of his 
shipping to squeeze him economically—constitutes the 
sternest task before U.S. leaders. Otherwise AirSea Battle will 
remain a concept in search of its larger purpose. 

Compiling this list was reasonably straightforward, but 
assigning rankings was maddeningly difficult. Should I 
reshuffle my priorities? Should other things make it into the 
top five? If so, what should they displace? 

James R. Holmes is an associate professor of strategy at 
the U.S. Naval War College where he specializes in U.S., 
Chinese and Indian maritime strategy and U.S. diplomatic and 
military history. 
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30. Cuts In Context 
Spending less on defense is one element of getting country back on track 
(NEWPORT NEWS DAILY PRESS 21 AUG 12) ... Editorial 

Sequestration, the grandiloquent term for the automatic 
federal spending cuts scheduled to take effect in January, is 
the unfortunate consequence of the failure of last year's 
Congressional supercommittee to reach agreement on 
spending priorities. 

Despite many politicians now sounding the doomsday 
alarm, Congress has known for months that last year's impasse 
would result in $1.2 trillion in federal spending cuts over the 
next 10 years. The Budget Control Act of 2011 was supposed 
to buy time, but the perpetual political standoff in Congress 
has continued to make compromise impossible. 

About half of the draconian cuts will be made to the 
defense budget, which could be a significant blow to 
Virginia's economy. One worst-case-scenario study projects 
sequestration will result in the loss of 207,000 jobs in the 
commonwealth. 

For many in Hampton Roads whose livelihoods depend 
on the military and defense contractors, the looming cuts are 
serious business. Military spending contributes to 45 percent 
of the area's gross regional product. According to economists 
at Old Dominion University, more than a third of our jobs 
come either directly or indirectly from the military's presence. 

The cuts highlight a point we've been making for some 
time: Hampton Roads needs to diversify its economic engines. 
The technology, cybersecurity, life sciences and aerospace 
sectors are all logical growth areas. Until we develop new 
industries, our economy is likely to take a hit whenever the 
military budget is slashed. 

Yet any discussion of defense dollars needs to be put in 
context. While $600 billion may sound like a big number, 
when the cuts are spread across a national budget over 10 
years, they become far less significant. 

According to a 2011 analysis, sequestration would reduce 
defense funding to 2007 levels. But when adjusted for 
inflation, military spending is today is still about twice what it 
was in 2000. And that doesn't include the billions allocated to 
Homeland Security, which is also working to keep us safer. 

Truth be told, the U.S. military budget is as susceptible to 
inefficiency and bureaucracy as any other governmental 
department. A January New York Times article reported that 
the Pentagon currently spends $181 billion a year or about 
one-third of its base budget on military personnel costs: $107 
billion goes to salaries and allowances, $50 billion to health 
care and $24 billion to retirement pay. 

As with any massive bureaucracy, there has to be a way to 
make sensible cuts without compromising national defense 
strategies and weakening our global military position. 

Again, consider the context. We have a Navy with 11 
aircraft carriers, an Air Force with fleet of F-22 Raptors with 
capabilities unmatched by any other country (if we can fly 
them safely) and a budget that spends five times that of the 
second-highest spender, China. No other country comes close 
to matching our forces. 

Furthermore, it's not necessarily the size of our military 
that matters, but its capabilities. We have the best technology 
and equipment in the world, and we are continuing to invest in 
smarter and more efficiently designed ships, subs, planes and 
vehicles. Sensible cuts could include obsolete and redundant 
weapons without compromising state-of-the-art equipment. 

We urge Congress to put aside the political rhetoric and 
fear-mongering, and work harder at producing a federal 
budget that doesn't bankrupt our children's future or sacrifice 
our nation's security. There has to be a better solution. 
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31. Take Quick Action On Cyber 
(DEFENSE NEWS 20 AUG 12) 

The U.S. Defense Department’s fiscal 2011 authorization 
bill included a worthy provision: Draw up a cyber acquisition 

plan that gets these technologies to the field as quickly as 
possible. 
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Unlike the rapidly developing technology itself, DoD 
acquisition, which includes cyber, is a complex, slow-moving 
beast. And now is the time to be rapidly fielding technologies, 
as news of the U.S. involvement in the development of the 
Flame and Stuxnet viruses no doubt makes the U.S. an even 
more inviting target for foreign cyber attack. 

the cyber realm is one of the few areas within the 
Pentagon budget that is seeing an influx of cash, so it is vital 
that a nimble framework be established to incorporate those 
technologies to keep up with the demand. 

However, the plan DoD came up with — the so-called 
933 report — would likely slow the process rather than 
streamline it. 

The plan — overseen by the Pentagon’s acquisition, 
technology and logistics office — would create two governing 
bodies to guide cyber acquisition. The first is a “senior level” 
committee, chaired by the Pentagon’s top acquisition and 
policy executives and the vice chairman of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff. The second panel, which is discussed in more vague 
terms but likely would include a combination of cyber 
academics and representatives from industry, would examine 
broader technology developments and provide 
recommendations to DoD. 

The two bodies would oversee two cyber development 
tracks: rapid and deliberate. 

But adding two layers of bureaucracy is unlikely to ramp 
up cyber acquisition. The plan has, at the very least, been 
delayed, if not shelved. 

While DoD is right to avoid embracing the plan right 
away, the need to quickly field cyber technologies is more 
urgent every day. And while the U.S. has honed its skills in 
the realm of rapid fielding — such as counter-IED 
technologies and mine-resistant, ambush-protected vehicles — 
cyber technology is an entirely different matter. 

Cyber experts argue that the most efficient and effective 
way forward is to put rapid acquisition and fielding in the 
hands of the technical experts. They understand the threat and 
they know the technologies in ways acquisition experts do not. 
Yet that does not take into account how acquisition expertise 
can make the process better. 

The other problem is, any process that increases the 
amount of discretion within a purchasing body — and likely 
relies on commercial, off-the-shelf technologies — would run 
counter to recent moves to limit discretion in the buying 
process within DoD, including legislative proposals to restrict 
commercial acquisition. 

Either way, DoD must re-examine this issue with greater 
urgency, incorporate lessons learned from a decade spent 
rapidly acquiring and fielding equipment, and come up with 
the best way to get technologies into the hands of the nation’s 
cyber warriors. Those who would seek to do the U.S. harm 
aren’t waiting. 
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This Week in the War of 1812: 
On Feb. 24, 1813, USS Hornet, a five-gun schooner, sank the Royal Navy’s HMS Peacock off the coast of 
northern South America. During the encounter, Hornet’s gunnery was so much more effective that the 
Peacock surrendered within fifteen minutes of having lost her commanding officer and seven men. For more 
information on the War of 1812, visit hhttttpp::////wwwwww..oouurrffllaaggwwaassssttiilllltthheerree..oorrgg// 
  
TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. U.S. Four-Star Down Under For Talks 
(DEFENSE NEWS 20 FEB 12) ... Christopher P. Cavas 

In line with a new U.S. strategy placing increased emphasis on the Pacific, the Navy's second-highest-ranking officer is visiting 
Australia and Singapore, meeting with defense officials to discuss a greater U.S. presence in the southwest Pacific. 

 
2. Admiral Advocates Caution With China 
The Senate confirms Samuel J. Locklear III as the next head of U.S. Pacific Command 
(HONOLULU STAR-ADVERTISER 19 FEB 12) ... William Cole 

The next commander of U.S. Pacific Command said the U.S. relationship with China is “cooperative but competitive” during 
sometimes ideological questioning by members of the Senate Armed Services Committee at a recent confirmation hearing that delved 
into cyberspying and Navy ship strength. 

 
3. Navy To Host Spouse, Veteran Hiring Fair At Bethesda 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 17 FEB 12) ... Naval Support Activity Bethesda 

BETHESDA, Md. – The Navy and more than 25 large employers are teaming up to host the first-ever “100,000 Jobs Mission 
Hiring Event” at Naval Support Activity Bethesda, Md., on Feb. 25 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

 
4. Transition Benefits: Outplacement Firm Ready To Help Sailors Launch New Careers 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 17 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Andrea Perez, Navy Personnel Command Public 
Affairs 

MILLINGTON, Tenn. -- Navy's contract for job search and assistance to help Sailors separating by the Enlisted Retention Board 
(ERB) is well underway, an official said Feb. 17. 

 
5. Navy Recognized As One Of The World's Best Training Organizations 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 17 FEB 12) ... Ed Barker, Naval Education and Training Command Public Affairs 

ATLANTA -- The U.S. Navy was recognized as a top training organization and ranked 13 out of 125 for excellence in employer-
sponsored workforce training and development by Training Magazine at its 2012 conference and expo at the Georgia World Congress 
Center in Atlanta Feb. 13. 

 
6. How The Navy -- And The USS Mississippi -- Protect America 
(BILOXI (MS) SUN HERALD 17 FEB 12) ... Rear Admiral Select Michael Jabaley 

America’s Navy is our nation’s front line in war and in peace, operating on, above and below the sea. Think of the Navy as 
America’s “away team,” deployed around the world, defending our nation’s interests every day. 
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CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
7. U.S., South Korea Hold Anti-Sub Exercise In Yellow Sea 
(STARS AND STRIPES 21 FEB 12) ... Jon Rabiroff and Yoo Kyong Chang 

SEOUL — Eleven U.S. and South Korean warships, along with a half-dozen aircraft, have come together this week to practice 
their anti-submarine capabilities in the Yellow Sea, where two years ago a North Korean torpedo was blamed for sinking a South 
Korean corvette and killing 46 sailors. 

 
8. USS Simpson Makes APS Port Visit In Ghana 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 20 FEB 12) ... Lt. Cmdr. Suzanna Brugler, Commander, U.S. Naval Forces Europe-Commander, U.S. Naval 
Forces Africa/Commander, U.S. 6th Fleet Public Affairs 

TEMA, Ghana -- The flagship of Africa Partnership Station (APS) West 2012, USS Simpson (FFG 56), along with embarked 
staff, arrived in Tema, Ghana, Feb. 18 to begin their involvement with the APS 2012 Ghanaian hub. 

 
9. Stennis Stops In Hawaii On Way Back To Bremerton 
(KITSAP (WA) SUN 19 FEB 12) 

Pearl Harbor, Hawaii — The USS John C. Stennis is back in the United States. 
 

GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
10. Israeli Attack On Iran Would Be Destabilizing, Joint Chiefs' Dempsey Says 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 19 FEB 12) ... Katarzyna Klimasinska and Danielle Ivory 

An Israeli attack on Iran would be “destabilizing,” Army General Martin Dempsey, the chairman of the U.S. Joint Chiefs of Staff, 
said. 

 
11. Iran Raid Seen As A Huge Task For Israeli Jets 
(NEW YORK TIMES 20 FEB 12) ... Elisabeth Bumiller 

WASHINGTON — Should Israel decide to launch a strike on Iran, its pilots would have to fly more than 1,000 miles across 
unfriendly airspace, refuel in the air en route, fight off Iran's air defenses, attack multiple underground sites simultaneously--and use at 
least 100 planes. 

 
12. Japan Mulling Sending Warships To Strait Of Hormuz 
(JIJI PRESS (JAPAN) 20 FEB 12) 

TOKYO --The Japanese government is considering whether it is possible for the country to send Maritime Self-Defense Force 
ships to the Strait of Hormuz to escort oil and gas tankers amid an growing tension in the region over Iran's nuclear program, informed 
sources said. 

 
13. Xi Wraps Up Trip; Success Seen In What Didn't Occur 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 18 FEB 12) ... Jeremy Page, Nathan Hodge and Brian Spegele 

China's Vice President Xi Jinping declared his U.S. visit a "full success" as he wrapped up a five-day tour that has offered rare 
insights into his personality and past, but few indications of how they might affect bilateral ties after he takes over as China's top 
leader in the fall. 

 
14. Taiwan Navy Asks For Funds For 8 New Subs 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 20 FEB 12) 

TAIPEI — Taiwan's navy will ask parliament to fund the purchase of up to eight new submarines within the next two months, 
reviving an acquisition that has been in limbo for over a decade, local media said Feb. 20. 

 
15. South Korea Ends Naval Drill Near The North’s Coast 
(NEW YORK TIMES 20 FEB 12) ... Choe Sang-Hun 

SEOUL, South Korea — South Korean marines conducted live-fire exercises around five islands close to the southern coast of 
North Korea on Monday as the North warned it might retaliate with artillery attacks. But the drill ended without immediate 
provocation from the North Korean military, the South’s Defense Ministry said. 

 
16. Putin Outlines Push For Stronger Military 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 20 FEB 12) 

MOSCOW — Prime Minister Vladimir Putin said Feb. 20 that Russia had launched "unprecedented" steps to boost the army as 
he played up his strongman credentials ahead of March 4 presidential polls he is likely to win. 
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17. Bulava Missile More Dangerous To Russia Than To Enemy - Experts 
(RIA NOVOSTI 20 FEB 12) 

MOSCOW - Russian experts on Monday questioned how wise it is to adopt the troubled Bulava intercontinental missile for 
service, suggesting it would cause more security problems than it would solve, the Kommersant daily said. 

 
18. Head Of Canadian Navy Says Climate Change Boosts Need For Bigger Presence In Arctic 
(CANADIAN PRESS 19 FEB 12) ... Bill Graveland 

CALGARY - The head of the Royal Canadian Navy says Canada needs to bolster its military presence in the Arctic to prepare for 
a boom in human and economic activity resulting largely from climate change. 

 

PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
19. Marine Receives Purple Heart 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 16 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Ryan Riley, Navy Public Affairs Support Element 
West NW Det. 

SILVERDALE, Wash. -- A Marine Staff Sgt. received a Purple Heart during a ceremony held at Bangor Cinema Plus theater on 
Naval Base Kitsap (NBK) Bangor, Feb. 16. 

 
20. Navy Surgeon General Calls For Enhanced Healthcare IT Collaboration 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 20 FEB 12) ... U.S. Navy Bureau of Medicine and Surgery Public Affairs 

LAS VEGAS -- The top medical officer for the U.S. Navy and Marine Corps called for enhanced healthcare information 
management collaboration among the services and other federal healthcare agencies at the annual Tri-Service Medical Information 
Management Symposium (TMIMS), Feb. 17. 

 
21. Budget Calls For Officer Drawdown 
Enlisted force to increase after last year’s cuts 
(NAVY TIMES 27 FEB 12) ... Sam Fellman 

Cuts have hit the enlisted side hard. Last year’s enlisted retention boards are sending home 2,946 sailors, most of whom aren’t 
eligible for retirement, and the senior enlisted continuation board from December is forcing 593 E-7s to E-9s to retire, a tally nearly 
double that of the previous year. 

 
22. Senior Enlisted Board To Force Out Nearly 600 
(NAVY TIMES 27 FEB 12) ... Mark D. Faram 

The number of senior enlisted members chosen for retirement by this year’s senior enlisted continuation board is nearly twice as 
large as last year’s figure. 

 
23. Lowest Pay Raise In Decades Possible For Troops 
(STARS AND STRIPES 21 FEB 12) ... Leo Shane III 

WASHINGTON -- Troops could see their lowest pay raises in four decades -- far below what their civilian peers will get -- if 
proposed changes are made in the way military raises are calculated. 

 
24. 2012 Military Saves Week Campaign Kicks Off 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 20 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Mikelle D. Smith, Defense Media Activity-Navy 

WASHINGTON -- Fleet and Family Support Centers (FFSC) on military installations worldwide will be participating in the 2012 
Military Saves Week Campaign, Feb. 19-26. 

 
25. Submarine Force Pacific Fleet Sailors Of The Year Announced 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 19 FEB 12) ... Commander, Submarine Squadron 11 Public Affairs 

NAVAL BASE POINT LOMA, Calif. -- Commander, Submarine Force U.S. Pacific Fleet announced Sea and Shore Sailors of 
the Year (SOY), Feb. 17, following a week of events where 10 SOY candidates, representing various commands from the Pacific 
submarine community, competed for the title. 

 
26. Greensboro Woman Named Commander Of USS Mitscher 
(WFMY CBS GREENSBORO 20 FEB 12) ... Lauren Melvin 

GREENSBORO, NC -- A Greensboro native is making history in the U.S. Navy. 
 

27. Sailor From Columbus Dies On Liberty In Dubai 
(ATLANTA JOURNAL-CONSTITUTION 20 FEB 12) ... Mike Morris 

A Sailor from west Georgia died Friday while on liberty in the United Arab Emirates. 
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28. CO Of Submarine Wyoming Fired 
(NAVY TIMES 17 FEB 12) ... Sam Fellman 

The commanding officer of a Kings Bay, Ga.-based ballistic-missile submarine was fired Feb. 4 for mishandling classified 
materials, just three weeks before his scheduled relief, a Submarine Group 10 spokesman confirmed Friday. 

 

FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
29. U.S. Navy Tries To Rein In Carrier Costs 
(DEFENSE NEWS 20 FEB 2012) ... Christopher P. Cavas 

The new aircraft carrier Gerald R. Ford (CVN 78) is the largest and most expensive ship in the U.S. Navy's shipbuilding program, 
with a total price tag to develop and build the ship topping $15 billion. 

 
30. Pentagon Cuts Could Cost U.S. More Money 
(FINANCIAL TIMES (UK) 21 FEB 12) ... Jeremy Lemer 

NEW YORK - The Pentagon, under pressure to slash spending, plans to slow down purchases of fighter jets, submarines and 
other expensive projects in order to trim billions of dollars from its budget. 

 
31. F-35 Is In Next Stage Of Tests 
The next-generation fighter jet completes its first flight carrying external weapons. 
(LOS ANGELES TIMES 21 FEB 12) ... W.J. Hennigan 

The F-35, the military's next-generation fighter jet, has begun its first flight tests carrying external missiles at Edwards Air Force 
Base in the Mojave Desert. 

 
32. ONR Sees More Room For Autonomy On Cargo UAVs 
(DEFENSE DAILY 18 FEB 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

While unmanned helicopters deployed recently by the Marines to Afghanistan for carrying cargo have recently shown promise, 
the chief of naval research said the service is pursuing additional technologies to advance the concept and to develop greater 
autonomy. 

 
33. ONR Scientists Bring Undersea Vehicles To Light 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 17 FEB 12) ... Grace Jean, Office of Naval Research 

ARLINGTON, Va. -- Scientists from the Office of Naval Research (ONR) will convene in Salt Lake City for an international 
gathering of marine science experts Feb. 20-24. 

 
34. Belle Chasse Squadron Would Be Decommissioned Under Budget-Cut Proposal 
(NEW ORLEANS TIMES-PICAYUNE 19 FEB 12) ... Paul Purpura 

Responding to an order from President Barack Obama’s administration to cut military spending, the Navy proposes to 
decommission a squadron at the air station in Belle Chasse, a move that would eliminate the only naval aviation unit dedicated to 
stemming the flow of illegal narcotics into the United States. Under the 2013 spending plan released Monday, the Navy Reserve’s 
Carrier Airborne Early Warning Squadron 77 would cease to exist Sept. 30. 

 
35. Sea Otter Recovery Deal Threatened By 'Military Readiness' Legislation 
(SANTA CRUZ (CA) SENTINEL 19 FEB 12) ... Donna Jones 

Legislation introduced into Congress this week threatens to scuttle a deal to end a quarter-century exclusion of sea otters from 
Southern California waters. 

 

BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
36. PCU Mississippi Commanding Officer Visits Namesake State 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 19 FEB 12) ... Lt. Cmdr. Jennifer Cragg, Commander, Submarine Group 2 Public Affairs 

PASCAGOULA, Miss. -- The commanding officer of Pre-Commissioning Unit Mississippi (SSN 782) is visiting the submarine's 
namesake state Feb. 19-21 in preparation for the upcoming commissioning this summer. 

 
37. Yokosuka Middle School Students Take A Field Trip Aboard Blue Ridge 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 17 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Fidel C. Hart, USS Blue Ridge Public Affairs 

YOKOSUKA, Japan -- Sailors from U.S. Seventh Fleet command ship, USS Blue Ridge (LCC 19), gave tours to students from a 
local middle school Feb. 17 as part of a partnership between the ship and school. 
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38. NAS Whidbey Island Celebrates Black American Women 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 18 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Joan E. Jennings, Navy Public Affairs Support 
Element West, Det. Whidbey Island 

OAK HARBOR, Wash. -- Naval Air Station Whidbey Island (NASWI) held a ceremony in honor of Black History Month at the 
Skywarrior Theater on base, Feb. 17. 

 
39. Okinawa Rejects Tokyo Environmental Assessment On Futenma Project 
(STARS AND STRIPES 21 FEB 12) ... Travis J. Tritten and Chiyomi Sumida 

CAMP FOSTER, Okinawa — The Okinawa government on Monday formally rejected Tokyo’s assessment that building a new 
offshore U.S. Marine Corps airfield would not harm the local environment. 

 

NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
40. Soldier Energy Needs Outpacing Technology, Policy 
(NATIONAL DEFENSE MAGAZINE MARCH 2012) ... Eric Beidel 

Eric Shields, an engineer with the Naval Surface Warfare Center’s Carderock Division, never thought he would have to monitor 
the use of a microwave oven in Afghanistan. 

 
41. Navy SEALs: Obama's Secret Army 
At a time when many Americans think their government is inept, the 'Special Operators' get the job done. 
Just ask the President, who is doubling down on the Navy SEALs. 
(NEWSWEEK 27 FEB 12) ... Daniel Klaidman 

One of President Obama’s earliest kills came in April 2009. Somali pirates had stormed the Maersk Alabama, a U.S. container 
ship steaming across lawless waters off the Horn of Africa. The American crew of the ship had tried to overwhelm the pirates, who 
fled on a covered lifeboat, taking with them a 53-year-old hostage: ship captain Richard Phillips. Armed with AK-47s and pistols, the 
pirates stashed Phillips below deck and threatened to kill him if they didn’t get $2 million in ransom. 

 
42. 50-Year Anniversary Of John Glenn's Mission Around The Earth 
Half a century ago, John Glenn circled the earth in a space capsule named Friendship 7 and restored a bit of 
American confidence 
(MIAMI HERALD 18 FEB 12) ... Fred Grimm 

KENNEDY SPACE CENTER -- Two old heroes remembered their fellow Project Mercury astronauts, the ones who are gone 
now. And something else, something crucial, something gone missing from the American space program. 

 
43. Military Branches Can Offer 15-Year Retirement 
(KILLEEN (TX) DAILY HERALD 20 FEB 12) ... Colleen Flaherty 

With the Army slated to cut 80,000 soldiers through attrition and other means during the next six years, a lapsed force 
management tool has become available again. 

 
44. Head Of Madigan Removed From Command Amid PTSD Probe 
(SEATTLE TIMES 21 FEB 12) ... Hal Bernton 

Col. Dallas Homas has been administratively removed from command of Madigan Healthcare System less than a year after taking 
over the top leadership position at the Western Washington military medical center. 

 
45. Justice Dept. Backs Equal Benefits For Gay Couples In Military 
(NEW YORK TIMES 18 FEB 12) ... Charlie Savage 

WASHINGTON--The Obama administration on Friday said it would not defend the constitutionality of statutes blocking same-
sex military spouses from receiving marriage benefits--including rights to visitation in military hospitals, survivor benefits, and burial 
together in military cemeteries. 

 
46. Growing Military Gay Group Aims For Benefits 
Defense resort to host gathering 
(WASHINGTON TIMES 21 FEB 12) ... Rowan Scarborough 

An association of gays in the military has more than doubled its membership since last year, is setting up more on-base chapters, 
and plans to hold its next national conference at a Defense Department resort at Walt Disney World. 
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47. High Court Examines Lying About Military Exploits 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 21 FEB 12) ... Mark Sherman 

WASHINGTON - Xavier Alvarez was in good company when he stood up at a public meeting and called himself a wounded war 
veteran who had received the top military award, the Medal of Honor. 

 
48. Pearl Harbor Survivor From Rome Receives Navy And Marine Corps Commendation Medal 
(SYRACUSE POST-STANDARD 20 FEB 12) ... Alaina Potrikus 

When the first torpedo hit the USS West Virginia at Pearl Harbor, shipfitter Sylvester “Syl” Puccio of Rome followed protocol 
and began to close hatches, doors and ventilators to make the ship’s compartments water-tight. 

 
49. Week In Review Feb 11, 2012 - Feb 17, 2012 
(YOUTUBE 17 FEB 12) ... U.S. Navy 

Welcome to this week's U.S. Navy multimedia production featuring selected images from around the fleet received during the 
week of Feb 11, 2012 - Feb 17, 2012. 

 

OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
50. Panetta Survives Bombardment Of Hill Criticisms, Concerns About Defense Budget Cuts 
(WASHINGTON POST 21 FEB 12) ... Walter Pincus 

Defense Secretary Leon E. Panetta has joked that he wants a combat badge “with clusters” for his three days on Capitol Hill last 
week spent fighting off critics of the Obama administration’s fiscal 2013 defense budget. 

 
51. The End Of American Intervention 
(NEW YORK TIMES 19 FEB 12) ... James Traub 

For the last 20 years we have lived amid the furious clangor of war — and debates over how to wage it. The intense and urgent 
clashes in the 1990s over “humanitarian intervention” gave way to pitched battles over “regime change” and “democracy promotion” 
after 9/11, and then to arguments over “counterinsurgency strategy,” a new battle for hearts and minds, as Barack Obama ramped up 
the war in Afghanistan. 

 
52. Israel's Risky Option 
(LOS ANGELES TIMES 21 FEB 12) ... Dalia Dassa Kaye 

Talk of a military strike on Iranian nuclear facilities is not subsiding. If diplomacy can't head off Iran's nuclear ambitions, 
advocates for a military strike in Israel and the United States will only gain strength. While proponents may believe that Israel can 
endure the short-term military and diplomatic fallout of such action, the long-term consequences are likely to be disastrous for Israel's 
security. 

 
53. The Toughest Op 
Following Bin Laden and Qaddafi, will special forces troops be tasked with taking out Bashar al-Assad? 
(FOREIGN POLICY 17 FEB 12) ... Robert Haddick 

This week, the New York Times reported on a draft proposal circulating inside the Pentagon that would permanently boost the 
global presence and operational autonomy of U.S. special operations forces. According to the article, Adm. William McRaven, the 
Navy SEAL who oversaw the raid that killed Osama bin Laden and who is now the commander of U.S. Special Operations Command 
(SOCOM), is requesting additional authority and independence outside of the normal, interagency decision-making process. 

 
54. China As The Enemy 
(CHICAGO TRIBUNE 19 FEB 12) ... Steve Chapman 

Chinese Vice President Xi Jinping came to the United States last week, and that set alarm bells clanging. Among those who sorely 
miss the Cold War, China serves as an endless source of fear and loathing. 

 
55. Toward Higher Ideals: Past Lessons In Saving Our Navy Yard 
(PORTSMOUTH (NH) HERALD 19 FEB 12) ... Jim Splaine 

I've been going through my old storage to choose what I can sell at an upcoming yard sale and came across some faded 
Portsmouth Heralds. My collection reminds me of changes we've seen these past many years, yet how things stay the same. 
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56. Saluting Our Shipyard 
(PORTSMOUTH (NH) HERALD 20 FEB 12) ... Rep. Frank Guinta 

Imagine working in a space so small, there's barely enough room to turn around. Imagine moving through passageways barely 
wide enough to accommodate you, with pipes and electrical wires protruding above your head. Now imagine living in those same 
cramped, crowded conditions for weeks on end, far below the ocean's surface. No, it's not a scene from "20,000 Leagues Under the 
Sea." That is what life is like every day for the 134 officers and men who serve aboard the USS San Juan (SSN-751). I had the honor 
of touring this remarkable submarine at the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard a few weeks ago. 

 
57. What They Did, They Did For You 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 17 FEB 12) ... Editorial 

If you missed the story across the top of Page One in Thursday’s U-T San Diego, go back and fish the paper out of the bird cage. 
Or go online and find the story 

 

BBLLOOGGSS::  
58. EXCERPTS FROM BLOGS AROUND THE WORLD 
(PUBLISHED 17 – 20 FEB 12) 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. U.S. Four-Star Down Under For Talks 
(DEFENSE NEWS 20 FEB 12) ... Christopher P. Cavas 

In line with a new U.S. strategy placing increased 
emphasis on the Pacific, the Navy's second-highest-ranking 
officer is visiting Australia and Singapore, meeting with 
defense officials to discuss a greater U.S. presence in the 
southwest Pacific. 

“The visit represents the Navy's continued commitment to 
the region and our desire to enhance security and prosperity,” 
Adm. Mark Ferguson, vice chief of naval operations, said Feb. 
20 in a phone interview. 

“We have a very enduring and longstanding presence as a 
Pacific nation and feel very strongly our long term security is 
linked,” Ferguson said. “The new defense strategy underscores 
that enduring nature.” 

The U.S. already has announced a plan to rotate as many 
as 500 Marines at a time through the northern Australian town 
of Darwin, and Singapore has agreed to host as many as four 
Littoral Combat Ships (LCS) at its Changi naval base. 

Ferguson arrived Sunday in the Australian capital of 
Canberra to meet with officials and speak at the Australian 
Defence College. He noted the Australians are in the midst of 
a military modernization period. 

Australian media has been discussing the need for an 
increased military presence along the northern and western 
coasts, away from population centers but closer to strategic 
interests. 

Ferguson spoke as he was about to head to Darwin to see 
for himself the lay of the land. 

“We want to walk the ground and get an understanding of 
the infrastructure issues to support Marines in a rotational 
nature in Darwin,” Ferguson said. He was also to take a harbor 
tour to see the port facilities and the anchorage. 

Asked whether he had discussed possible expansion of 
U.S. Navy activities at Australia's western naval base of 
Stirling, on the Indian Ocean near Perth, Ferguson replied that 
“we're in the preliminary stages” of discussions with the 
Australians. 

“They've mentioned they're interested in the west coast 
and the north coast,” he said. “There are opportunities to take 
a look at, but we're in the early stages of looking.” 

Ferguson acknowledged there would be an increased U.S. 
presence in the region, with more port calls. “I certainly think 
our service members would enjoy that,” he said. 

In Singapore, Ferguson will take a look at preparations for 
the visit later this year of the first LCS, the Freedom. 

“The primary focus of the visit is looking at the 
deployment of LCS,” the four-star said. “The things we need 
to do make sure the ship is ready and sustainable, and that we 
have the appropriate infrastructure in place.” 

The length of the Freedom's stay in Singapore is one topic 
of discussion. “We still have to work some issues before we 
set that down,” he said. 

From Singapore, Ferguson will visit Guam for a look at 
infrastructure improvements before returning to the U. S. 
mainland. 

Return to Index 
 

2. Admiral Advocates Caution With China 
The Senate confirms Samuel J. Locklear III as the next head of U.S. Pacific Command 
(HONOLULU STAR-ADVERTISER 19 FEB 12) ... William Cole 

The next commander of U.S. Pacific Command said the 
U.S. relationship with China is “cooperative but competitive” 
during sometimes ideological questioning by members of the 
Senate Armed Services Committee at a recent confirmation 
hearing that delved into cyberspying and Navy ship strength. 

“We are an Asian power. We are a Pacific power. We are 
a global power,” said Navy Adm. Samuel J. Locklear III at the 
Feb. 9 hearing. “We have interest in that part of the world. 
And I believe that the Chinese and other people in that part of 
the world need to recognize that we do have U.S. national 
interests there and we have the interests of strong allies there.” 

The South China Sea, with its valuable trade routes and 
oil and gas reserves, has become an increasingly contentious 
place and potential flashpoint for competing claims by China, 
the United States, Vietnam, the Philippines and Japan, among 
other countries. 

Locklear, most recently commander of U.S. Naval Forces 
Europe, U.S. Naval Forces Africa and Allied Joint Forces 
Command in Naples, Italy, was approved by the Senate on 
Friday as the next head of U.S. Pacific Command. 

A change of command tentatively is scheduled for early 
March. Locklear is replacing Adm. Robert Willard, who will 
retire, officials said. 

In written answers provided to Armed Services 
Committee questions, Locklear said China appears to be 

building the capability to fight and win short-duration, high-
intensity conflicts along its periphery. 

“Its near-term focus appears to be on preparing for 
potential contingencies involving Taiwan, and to deter or deny 
effective intervention in a cross-Strait conflict,” Locklear said. 

“China is also devoting increasing attention and resources 
to conducting operations beyond Taiwan and China’s 
immediate periphery,” he said. 

The United States has been and should remain the 
“pivotal military power” in the Asia-Pacific region, he said. 

At the confirmation hearing, U.S. Sen. Lindsey Graham, 
R-S.C., pointedly asked Locklear whether China is engaged 
“in a sustained effort of cyberattacks against this country’s 
defense infrastructure.” 

Graham added, “It is widely believed they are.” 
Graham further questioned Locklear as to whether 

Locklear thought China’s cyberactions are a “hostile act and 
whether or not we have the right to respond in kind.” 

Locklear said “certainly the activity is hostile,” but that a 
legal opinion would be needed beyond that because “there are 
legalities in warfare that we would have to categorize that.” 

“But certainly it tends in that direction,” he said. 
In his written answers, Locklear said the theft of U.S. 

information and intellectual property is attractive as a low-cost 
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research and development tool for China's defense industry, 
and provides insight into potential U.S. vulnerabilities. 

The activity creates “significant potential risk on U.S. 
military activities,” he said. 

The U.S. reserves the right “to use all necessary means — 
diplomatic, informational, military and economic — as 
appropriate and consistent with applicable international law” 
in response, Locklear said. 

U.S. Sen. John McCain, R-Ariz., said it should be of 
concern that the Navy remains short of its 313-ship goal, with 
the Pentagon also announcing plans to retire seven cruisers 
early, retire two amphibious ships and delay buying an 
amphibious ship, a Virginia-class submarine, two littoral 
combat ships and eight high-speed vessels. 

McCain asked Locklear if that increases risks in the Asia-
Pacific region. 

Locklear said he’d have to manage those risks. 
“It is always difficult, particularly from a Navy 

perspective, for us to see those type of decisions that have 
been made and will ultimately be made in budget decisions,” 
Locklear said. “But we will have to manage with the resources 
that the American people give us, that you authorize us.” 

The Pentagon advocates the United States joining the Law 
of the Sea Treaty, an international maritime agreement, to help 

the U.S. maintain its historic naval presence and free trade 
through the South China Sea. 

China wants to minimize U.S. surveillance, and in one 
example of a past confrontation, the U.S. Navy dispatched the 
Pearl Harbor-based destroyer USS Chung-Hoon to the South 
China Sea in 2009 after Chinese ships blocked the surveillance 
ship USNS Impeccable. 

Locklear said he supports the U.S. joining the treaty, also 
known as the United Nations Convention on the Law of the 
Sea. 

Having such a tool provides “a better mechanism to be 
able to have a legal discussion that prevents us from having 
miscalculated events,” Locklear said. 

Locklear was asked about the Navy’s Virginia-class 
submarine performance. Pearl Harbor is the only base in the 
Pacific for the relatively new class of submarines, which can 
operate in relatively shallow water. 

The Virginia-class submarine has become “the backbone 
of our attack submarine force today,” Locklear said. 

“It provides us worldwide coverage in covert ways,” he 
said. “It is a critical element of any combatant commander’s 
higher-end campaigns or campaign planning.” 

Return to Index 
 

3. Navy To Host Spouse, Veteran Hiring Fair At Bethesda 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 17 FEB 12) ... Naval Support Activity Bethesda 

BETHESDA, Md. – The Navy and more than 25 large 
employers are teaming up to host the first-ever “100,000 Jobs 
Mission Hiring Event” at Naval Support Activity Bethesda, 
Md., on Feb. 25 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

This “Joining Forces” event is open to veterans, 
transitioning service members and military spouses. First Lady 
Michelle Obama and Dr. Jill Biden, wife of Vice President Joe 
Biden, launched Joining Forces to rally the nation’s support 
for troops, veterans and their families. 

“America is clearly hiring once again and efforts like this 
from our nation’s employers are exactly what’s needed to put 
our talented veterans and their spouses to work,” Brad Cooper, 
executive director of Joining Forces, said in an activity news 
release. “Teaming with the Navy at an event in Bethesda that 
brings job opportunities to veterans, spouses and wounded 
warriors is a win for everybody.” 

This event, the release explained, differs from traditional 
job fairs by aligning registered candidates to specific 
companies and positions based on their interests and 
qualifications before the hiring event begins. Hiring managers 
will be on site to conduct interviews and may offer jobs that 
day. 

More than 25 employers from diverse industries will be at 
the event, seeking to hire veterans and military spouses for 
jobs ranging from entry level to management positions. Other 
organizations also will be on hand to offer information about 
free programs veterans can use to help with their transition. 

People are encouraged to register early for this event by 
visiting http://www.100000jobsmission.com. Job-seekers 

wishing to attend must have a current military ID card or proof 
of military service and a photo ID to access the base. 

“We are looking forward to holding this hiring event,” 
said Nate Herman, executive director of military and veterans 
affairs for JPMorgan Chase, a founding member of the 
“100,000 Jobs Mission.” “Veterans bring much-needed skill 
and talent to the workplace. They are disciplined, hard-
working and excellent team players. Every member of our 
coalition recognizes that and understands how valuable they 
are to our businesses.” 

Through Joining Forces, the first lady and Biden have 
been leading White House efforts to reduce veteran and 
military spouse unemployment with America’s private sector 
in response to a presidential challenge to hire or train 100,000 
veterans and military spouses by the end of 2013. Due to their 
efforts, more than 1,500 companies from around the country 
have committed to hiring 145,000 veterans in the next two 
years. 

In the same spirit, 10 employers launched the 100,000 
Jobs Mission in March with a goal of hiring 100,000 
transitioning service members and military veterans by 2020. 
The coalition since has grown to 29 member companies who 
collectively hired more than 6,600 veterans under this program 
last year. 

Working in conjunction with the Naval District 
Washington’s Fleet and Family Support Program, this hiring 
event connects the two endeavors in a more powerful and 
efficient effort that has one goal: to hire the nation’s veterans 
and military spouses. 

Return to Index 
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4. Transition Benefits: Outplacement Firm Ready To Help Sailors Launch New Careers 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 17 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Andrea Perez, Navy Personnel Command Public 
Affairs 

MILLINGTON, Tenn. -- Navy's contract for job search 
and assistance to help Sailors separating by the Enlisted 
Retention Board (ERB) is well underway, an official said Feb. 
17. 

"Navy has contracted Challenger, Gray and Christmas, 
Inc. (CGC), an outplacement service company, to personally 
coach and assist ERB separating Sailor's transition to the 
civilian workforce," said Capt. Kate Janac, Transition 
Assistance Program Manager. "The Sept. 1 separation date is 
approaching and ERB Sailors should immediately contact 
CGC via a toll-free number or email to begin their job 
placement process." 

An employment outplacement service assists clients in 
making the transition to reemployment. Founded in the early 
1960s, CGC has more than four decades of experience in the 
career transition industry. 

The CGC team provides Sailors with individualized 
career assessment and professional resume writing, job search 
and preparation for interviews. The company assigns each 
Sailor a civilian coach who proactively works their case 
through each step of the process and also a prior military 
advisor to help in the transition. 

"Our goal is to connect every ERB separating Sailor to 
this service. Command leadership needs to encourage and 
provide Sailors opportunity to enroll and move forward," said 
Janac. Those stationed overseas or deployed should also 

initiate contact and will receive support tailored to their unique 
situations. 

"What really stands out is the high level of individual and 
professional service our Sailors will receive," said Janac. 
Sailors can engage with their coach to learn the skills needed 
to develop a personal marketing plan customized to their 
expertise and specific goals. 

CGC began contacting ERB Sailors via email in 
December. Approximately 1,000 Sailors are using services 
provided by CGC, a third of eligible recipients. CGC 
representatives have joined Navy Personnel Command's Fleet 
Engagement Team during its briefs in fleet concentration areas 
to facilitate enrollment. 

ERB separating Sailors should contact CGC using their 
toll free number 1-800-971-4288 or email 
CGCUSNavy@challengergray.com. Sailors can then work 
with their coach to establish an account on the CGC website, 
found at 
https://www.icareermanager.com/login/challengerTops/login.a
spx. 

For more information, contact the NPC customer service 
center at 1-866-U-ASK-NPC (1-866-827-5672) or email 
cscmailbox@navy.mil. 

For more information about transition benefits visit the 
Transition Assistance Web Page available under the Hot Links 
section of the Navy Personnel Command at 
www.npc.navy.mil 
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5. Navy Recognized As One Of The World's Best Training Organizations 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 17 FEB 12) ... Ed Barker, Naval Education and Training Command Public Affairs 

ATLANTA -- The U.S. Navy was recognized as a top 
training organization and ranked 13 out of 125 for excellence 
in employer-sponsored workforce training and development 
by Training Magazine at its 2012 conference and expo at the 
Georgia World Congress Center in Atlanta Feb. 13. 

Now in its 12th year, the Top 125 awards are hosted 
annually by Training Magazine in conjunction with the 
Training Conference and Expo and is the only benchmark that 
ranks companies unsurpassed in harnessing human capital. 
Other companies at the top of this year's list included Verizon, 
Farmer's Insurance and Miami Children's Hospital. 

"This year marks the third year in a row that the Navy has 
been ranked in the top 20, and is a testament to the incredible 
work of the people training our Sailors throughout the 
Manpower, Personnel, Training and Education (MPTE) 
domain," said Rear Adm. Don Quinn, commander, Naval 
Education and Training Command (NETC). 

"The U.S. maritime strategy charges the Navy with using 
seapower to succeed in both in both peacetime engagement 
and major combat operations," Quinn said. "Training is the 
asymmetric advantage that enables us to carry out that 
strategy; to maintain a strong and capable maritime force that 
provides security, stability and trust around the world. This 
award is a validation of both the vision and the hard work that 
goes into training and developing that force." 

Rear Adm. Clifford Sharpe, NETC chief operating 
officer, accepted the award on behalf of the Navy at the 

conference. Sharpe and the Navy received a standing ovation 
from the training professionals at the awards ceremony. 

"I was honored to accept this Top 125 award recognizing 
the hard work of many," said Sharpe. "To be recognized in the 
top group of the best training organizations operating in the 
U.S. and worldwide is a welcome validation of Navy's 
investment in education and training." 

Lorri Freifeld, editor-in-chief of Training Magazine, 
complemented the Navy and other Top 125 winners from this 
year's competition. 

"The best learning and development organizations support 
business initiatives tactically and help drive strategic change," 
said Freifeld. "The 2012 Training Top 125 organizations did 
just that-and provided ample proof of their training 
effectiveness." 

The Top 125 includes ranking based on numerous 
benchmarking statistics such as total training budget; 
percentage of payroll; number of training hours per employee 
program; goals, evaluation, measurement, and workplace 
surveys; hours of training per employee annually; and detailed 
formal programs. A range of qualitative and quantitative 
factors are assessed, including financial investment in 
employee development, the scope of development programs, 
and how closely such development efforts are linked to 
business goals and objectives. 

The Navy submission for the Training Top 125 Award 
provided background on aspects of the Navy's training and 
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education continuum, including new products such as the Full 
Spectrum Engineering Training at Surface Warfare Officers 
School; the Training-to-Task System (T2T), an enterprise-
wide organizational readiness reporting tool; and the iParts 
Landing Signal Officer Performance Tool developed with the 
Naval War College. 

Recurring initiatives that have seen increased 
participation were also detailed in the submission, including 
the Navy Credentialing Opportunities Online program from 

the Center for Information Dominance; the Learning and 
Development Roadmaps coordinated by NETC's Development 
Planning Analysis Department and delivered by the Navy's 
Learning Centers; and the Virtual Desktop Environment 
project developed by the Center For Naval Intelligence. 

"Our exemplary training is more than a tool," Quinn said. 
"I consider it part of our arsenal, and essential to protecting 
our nation. 
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6. How The Navy -- And The USS Mississippi -- Protect America 
(BILOXI (MS) SUN HERALD 17 FEB 12) ... Rear Admiral Select Michael Jabaley 

America’s Navy is our nation’s front line in war and in 
peace, operating on, above and below the sea. Think of the 
Navy as America’s “away team,” deployed around the world, 
defending our nation’s interests every day. 

This year marks the bicentennial of the War of 1812. The 
city of Jackson was named for one of the heroes of that war, 
General Andrew Jackson -- “Old Hickory.” His leadership at 
the Battle of New Orleans was instrumental in our victory in 
the final engagement of the war. But the War of 1812 was at 
heart started by threats from the British to our merchant ships 
and our Sailors. As a result many of the major confrontations 
took place on the oceans and Great Lakes, and became 
instrumental in the growth of our Navy into the force it would 
soon become. 

Many of the qualities that shaped and helped the Navy 
win 200 years ago still hold true today: the fighting spirit and 
boldness of the Navy’s Sailors, the Navy’s innovation and 
technological supremacy, the direct link between a strong 
Navy and a prosperous America through free world trade, and 
the Navy’s key role in preserving American sovereignty. 

During the War of 1812, America called on the Navy and 
its warfighting Sailors to preserve our country’s security and 
prosperity. Two hundred years later, that tradition continues. 

Today, Navy ships fight on the sea; Navy submarines 
fight under the sea; and Navy aircraft fight over the sea, taking 
off from and landing on Navy aircraft carriers. 

This ability to act from the sea is critical to national 
security. It gives the Navy the power to protect America’s 
interests -- anywhere, anytime. The United States is a 
maritime nation, bounded by oceans on both sides. Consider 
that water covers about 70 percent of the earth’s surface. 
About 80 percent of the world’s population lives near the sea, 
and about 90 percent of all world trade by volume travels by 
sea. 

In other words, what happens on the sea matters. It 
matters to world peace. It matters to our economy and to the 
preservation of prosperity. It also matters to our national 
defense. A strong Navy is necessary to preserve the American 
way of life. 

The Navy’s job continues to get bigger. The president’s 
national security strategy emphasizes our commitment in the 
Asia-Pacific and Middle East regions, vast, maritime areas of 
the world ideally suited for naval operations and in which the 
Navy maintains a robust presence. 
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CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
7. U.S., South Korea Hold Anti-Sub Exercise In Yellow Sea 
(STARS AND STRIPES 21 FEB 12) ... Jon Rabiroff and Yoo Kyong Chang 

SEOUL — Eleven U.S. and South Korean warships, 
along with a half-dozen aircraft, have come together this week 
to practice their anti-submarine capabilities in the Yellow Sea, 
where two years ago a North Korean torpedo was blamed for 
sinking a South Korean corvette and killing 46 sailors. 

Military officials with the two countries have been tight-
lipped about details of the five-day exercise that runs through 
Friday, saying only it is an annual exercise being staged well 
away from the disputed maritime border between the two 
Koreas. 

The anti-submarine exercise follows Monday morning’s 
exercise held by the South Korean military around the Yellow 
Sea islands near the border. It also comes a week ahead of the 
annual overlapping U.S.-South Key Resolve and Foal Eagle 
exercises that start next Monday. 

In response to Monday’s events, North Korea threatened 
“merciless retaliatory strikes,” but the exercise went on 
without incident. 

The exercises and threats are getting more than their usual 
amount of attention because of the uncertainty surrounding 
Kim Jong Un’s rise to power in North Korea after the 
December death of his father, Kim Jong Il, and meetings 
scheduled this week between representatives of the U.S. and 
the North. The envoys are expected to discuss the possible 
resumption of the “six-party talks” aimed at halting the 
North’s nuclear weapons program. Those talks — which also 
involved South Korea, China, Japan and Russia — were 
abandoned in 2009. 

U.S. Naval Forces Korea spokesman Lt. Jared Apollo 
Burgamy said, “The anti-submarine exercise is occurring in 
the Yellow Sea well south of the [Military Demarcation Line]. 

“The exercise focuses on combined interoperability,” he 
said. “The anti-submarine exercise is one of many routine 
unit-level combined naval exercises held in the Korean theater 
of operations.” 

Sources with the South Korean Joint Chiefs of Staff and 
Ministry of National Defense — who spoke on the customary 
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condition that they not be identified — said the exercise was 
designed to prepare for a potential attack from North Korean 
submarines. 

“We are presupposing that North Korea’s submarines are 
the submarines of our enemy,” the MND source said. 

South Korean officials declined to elaborate, or to say 
how elements of the exercise might have been revised after the 
March 26, 2010, sinking of the Cheonan in the Yellow Sea. 

An international panel of investigators determined that a 
torpedo fired from a North Korean submarine was to blame 
for that attack. The North has denied responsibility. 

U.S. Forces Korea previously announced that the Key 
Resolve command post exercise will run from Monday to 
March 9 and will involve about 2,100 U.S. personnel, 
including about 800 coming from outside the Korean 
peninsula. 

The Foal Eagle field exercise will run from March 1 to 
April 30, with approximately 11,000 U.S. forces, most of 
whom will travel to South Korea specifically for the exercise. 
As many as 200,000 South Korean troops will reportedly 
participate in one or more aspects of the exercises. 
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8. USS Simpson Makes APS Port Visit In Ghana 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 20 FEB 12) ... Lt. Cmdr. Suzanna Brugler, Commander, U.S. Naval Forces Europe-Commander, U.S. Naval 
Forces Africa/Commander, U.S. 6th Fleet Public Affairs 

TEMA, Ghana -- The flagship of Africa Partnership 
Station (APS) West 2012, USS Simpson (FFG 56), along with 
embarked staff, arrived in Tema, Ghana, Feb. 18 to begin their 
involvement with the APS 2012 Ghanaian hub. 

The hub, taking place after a recent port visit to Nigeria, 
brings training designed to strengthen African maritime 
partnerships to improve maritime safety and security to more 
than 40 maritime professionals from the Ghanaian navy, as 
well as 10 ship riders from partner nations including Benin, 
Cameroon, Gabon, Nigeria, Republic of Congo and Togo. 

Simpson provides APS with a platform to give hands-on 
experience in a maritime working environment. 

Simpson commanding officer, Cmdr. Leonard Milliken 
said the hub was an opportunity for him and his crew to build 
relationships, share knowledge with Ghanaian partners and 
show off their ship. 

"The Simpson crew and I are excited about the 
opportunity of working with professionals from the Ghanaian 
navy," said Milliken. "It's an essential mission within our 
current maritime environment, bringing African solutions to 
global problems with international support." 

Hub participants will attend courses on board Simpson in 
basic first aid and basic damage control. This training furthers 
APS objectives to strengthen maritime professionals and 
develop response capabilities while encouraging regional 
integration. 

Milliken is scheduled to make office calls with senior 
leaders from Tema including Ghanaian navy base Command 

Operations Officer (COO), Cmdr. Emmanuel Kwafo; Tema 
Local Chief, Nii Adjei Kraku II; and Tema Mayor, the 
Honorable Robert Kempes Ofosuware. 

Simpson Sailors will have the opportunity to partake in 
local cultural tours including a trip to nearby Akosombo, to 
embark on a day cruise on the world´s largest man-made lake, 
and to Kakum National Park, where they'll have the 
opportunity to look down on a rain forest from a canopy walk. 

A friendly, unofficial soccer match with the Ghanaian 
navy is also scheduled for Simpson Sailors as an integral hub 
event, providing a means to enhance and enrich the APS 
training through fostering teamwork and camaraderie on the 
field and off. 

The hub will end with a reception on board Simpson, co-
hosted by U.S. Ambassador to Ghana, the Honorable Donald 
Teitelbaum, and Milliken. 

Simpson will then depart Tema and participate in a 
scheduled passing exercise (PASSEX) with the Ghanaian navy 
ship Anzone, which will involve shipboard maneuvers out at 
sea, completing the hub´s APS training. 

APS is an international security cooperation initiative, 
facilitated by Commander, U.S. Naval Forces Europe-Africa, 
aimed at strengthening global maritime partnerships through 
training and collaborative activities in order to improve 
maritime safety and security in Africa. 

Simpson is on a regularly scheduled deployment to the 
Sixth Fleet area of responsibility. 
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9. Stennis Stops In Hawaii On Way Back To Bremerton 
(KITSAP (WA) SUN 19 FEB 12) 

Pearl Harbor, Hawaii — The USS John C. Stennis is back 
in the United States. 

The Bremerton-based aircraft carrier and its strike group 
arrived for a planned port visit Friday at Joint Base Pearl 
Harbor-Hickam. 

The strike group had been deployed to the Middle East 
and Western Pacific for seven months. The Stennis air wing 

conducted 13,389 sorties in support of coalition troops in Iraq 
and Afghanistan, and rescued Iranian cargo ship Sailors from 
pirates. 

After leaving Hawaii, Stennis will head for San Diego to 
drop off its air wing, then head home to Bremerton. It's 
expected to arrive early next month. 

Return to Index 
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GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
10. Israeli Attack On Iran Would Be Destabilizing, Joint Chiefs' Dempsey Says 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 19 FEB 12) ... Katarzyna Klimasinska and Danielle Ivory 

An Israeli attack on Iran would be “destabilizing,” Army 
General Martin Dempsey, the chairman of the U.S. Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, said. 

"It's not prudent at this point to decide to attack Iran," 
Dempsey said today on CNN's "Fareed Zakaria GPS" 
program. The U.S. government is confident the Israelis 
"understand our concerns," he said. 

Amid U.S. concerns that Israel may initiate military 
action against Iran’s nuclear sites, White House National 
Security Adviser Tom Donilon began a two-day visit to Israel 
yesterday to discuss Iran and other issues, such as the turmoil 
in Syria. Iran has been under United Nations investigation 
since 2003 over suspected nuclear weapons work. 

“A strike at this time would be destabilizing and wouldn’t 
achieve their long-term objectives,” Dempsey said of the 
Israelis. “I wouldn’t suggest, sitting here today, that we’ve 
persuaded them that our view is the correct view and that they 
are acting in an ill-advised fashion.” 

Crude oil prices increased 4.8 percent in February on 
concern the tensions between Iran and Israel will lead to a 
military conflict that disrupts oil supplies from the Persian 
Gulf. Iran is OPEC’s second-biggest producer. Iranian 
officials have threatened to cut off the Strait of Hormuz, 
through which about a fifth of crude oil trade passes. 

Iran Stops Exports 
Iran has stopped exporting crude oil to French and British 

companies, the oil ministry’s news website Shana reported 
today, citing ministry spokesman Alireza Nikzad Rahbar. The 
EU agreed Jan. 23 to ban Iranian oil imports starting July 1. 

U.S. President Barack Obama signed a bill on Dec. 31 
that tightened sanctions by denying access to the U.S. 
financial system to any foreign bank that conducts business 
with the Central Bank of Iran. 

Swift, the global bank-transfer service, said last week it is 
prepared to impose sanctions against Iranian financial 
institutions once the EU sets out implementation rules. 

The UN Security Council has passed four sets of 
sanctions against nuclear officials and companies in Iran. UN 
nuclear inspectors will return to Tehran for a second time in a 
month for meetings with Iranian atomic officials Feb. 21-22. 

Iranian Politics 
Iran said last week it had installed 3,000 “new- 

generation” domestically made centrifuges at its main nuclear 
research reactor at Natanz in the center of the country, 
describing it as a “major” breakthrough. The U.S. has 
downplayed the news, with State Department spokeswoman 
Victoria Nuland calling it “hyped” in order to boost 
nationalism. 

Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu’s government 
blames Iran for last week’s car bombings of Israeli diplomatic 
vehicles in New Delhi and the Georgian capital of Tbilisi. The 
attacks come after the deaths of several Iranian nuclear 
scientists, the most recent in a Jan. 11 car bombing in Tehran 
that Iran said Israel had orchestrated. 

Dempsey said the economic sanctions imposed on Iran, as 
well as international pressure, are beginning to have an effect, 
without elaborating. 

“We are of the opinion that Iran is a rational actor,” 
Dempsey said. “We also know, or we believe we know, that 
the Iranian regime has not decided” to make a nuclear weapon, 
he said. Iran says its enrichment of uranium is for making 
power while Israel says it’s aimed at making weapons. 

Israeli View 
Israeli Defense Minister Ehud Barak called yesterday for 

“tight, ratcheted up” sanctions against Iran to force the country 
to abandon its nuclear ambitions. 

“I think there is consensus in most capitals of the world 
that Iran should not be allowed to turn into a nuclear military 
power,” Barak said at a press conference in Tokyo. 

Military action against Iran’s nuclear facilities must be 
considered before the country achieves “the same kind of 
immunity as Kim Jong Il,” Barak said, referring to the 
deceased North Korean leader who defied international 
pressure to abandon a nuclear weapons program. 

Senator John McCain of Arizona, the top Republican on 
the Senate Armed Services Committee, said today on ABC’s 
“This Week” that sanctions haven’t “deterred the Iranians so 
far.” 

Iran Seeks Talks 
Iran wants direct talks on its nuclear program at the 

“earliest possibility,” the country’s top nuclear negotiator, 
Saeed Jalili, wrote in a Feb. 14 letter to European Union 
foreign policy head Catherine Ashton. Ashton and U.S. 
Secretary State Hillary Clinton, who met in Washington Feb. 
17, welcomed the initiative. 

Germany’s Foreign Minister, Guido Westerwelle, warned 
today against further escalation in the nuclear dispute with 
Iran. 

“We will jointly examine with our partners in substance 
the Iranian offer of dialogue, which was sent in writing,” he 
said in a statement. 

Separately, Dempsey said on CNN that it’s too early to 
arm the Syrian opposition, because it’s difficult to identify. 

“I think intervening in Syria would be very difficult,” he 
said. Syria is “an arena right now for all of the various 
interests to play out. And what I mean by that is you’ve got 
great power involvement: Turkey clearly has an interest, a 
very important interest, Russia has a very important interest, 
Iran has an interest.” 

Training Syria’s Navy 
An Iranian destroyer and supply ship docked in the Syrian 

port of Tartus Feb. 17 to train Syria’s navy, after passing 
through the Suez Canal, Iran’s state-run Press TV reported 
today. Iran supports Syrian President Bashar al-Assad, who is 
being urged to quit by the U.S. and allies after an 11-month 
crackdown on protests. 

China and Russia vetoed a resolution at the UN Security 
Council earlier this month calling on Assad to step down in 
favor of an interim government. The UN estimates that more 
than 5,400 Syrians had died by the end of last year as Assad 
sought to quell protests that began in March, while Saudi 
Arabia says the death toll is at least 7,000. 

“Bashar al-Assad is a relatively weak guy” with “a lot of 
very strong people around him,” Edward Walker, former U.S. 
ambassador to Israel and Egypt, said today on CNN’s “State 
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of the Union” program. “Those people realize that if they give 
up, they are dead.” 

Michael Hayden, who served as CIA director in 
Republican President George W. Bush’s administration, 
suggested on the same program that a safe haven be created in 
northern Syria to protect the civilian population and provide 
an area for the opposition to coalesce. 

The safe area could possibly be created “under the Turks, 
but with broad international sanction,” though the idea is 
“probably not quite ready for primetime,” Hayden said. 

The “real dark scenario” is continuing with the status quo, 
Hayden said. 

“What we’re seeing now bleeding into Syria, particularly 
from Iraq, is al-Qaeda and Islamic fundamentalism,” he said. 
“As long as this stays frozen, you’ll see the opposition, I fear, 
take on more of this characteristic, and that can’t be good.” 
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11. Iran Raid Seen As A Huge Task For Israeli Jets 
(NEW YORK TIMES 20 FEB 12) ... Elisabeth Bumiller 

WASHINGTON — Should Israel decide to launch a 
strike on Iran, its pilots would have to fly more than 1,000 
miles across unfriendly airspace, refuel in the air en route, 
fight off Iran's air defenses, attack multiple underground sites 
simultaneously--and use at least 100 planes. 

That is the assessment of American defense officials and 
military analysts close to the Pentagon, who say that an Israeli 
attack meant to set back Iran's nuclear program would be a 
huge and highly complex operation. They describe it as far 
different from Israel’s “surgical” strikes on a nuclear reactor in 
Syria in 2007 and Iraq’s Osirak reactor in 1981. 

“All the pundits who talk about ‘Oh, yeah, bomb Iran,’ it 
ain’t going to be that easy,” said Lt. Gen. David A. Deptula, 
who retired last year as the Air Force’s top intelligence official 
and who planned the American air campaigns in 2001 in 
Afghanistan and in the 1991 Gulf War. 

Speculation that Israel might attack Iran has intensified in 
recent months as tensions between the countries have 
escalated. In a sign of rising American concern, Tom Donilon, 
the national security adviser, met with Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu of Israel in Jerusalem on Sunday, and 
the chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, Gen. Martin E. 
Dempsey, warned on CNN that an Israeli strike on Iran right 
now would be “destabilizing.” Similarly, the British foreign 
secretary, William Hague, told the BBC that attacking Iran 
would not be “the wise thing” for Israel to do “at this 
moment.” 

But while an Israeli spokesman in Washington, Lior 
Weintraub, said the country continued to push for tougher 
sanctions on Iran, he reiterated that Israel, like the United 
States, “is keeping all options on the table.” 

The possible outlines of an Israeli attack have become a 
source of debate in Washington, where some analysts question 
whether Israel even has the military capacity to carry it off. 
One fear is that the United States would be sucked into 
finishing the job — a task that even with America’s far larger 
arsenal of aircraft and munitions could still take many weeks, 
defense analysts said. Another fear is of Iranian retaliation. 

“I don’t think you’ll find anyone who’ll say, ‘Here’s how 
it’s going to be done — handful of planes, over an evening, in 
and out,’ ” said Andrew R. Hoehn, a former Pentagon official 
who is now director of the Rand Corporation’s Project Air 
Force, which does extensive research for the United States Air 
Force. 

Michael V. Hayden, who was the director of the Central 
Intelligence Agency from 2006 to 2009, said flatly last month 
that airstrikes capable of seriously setting back Iran’s nuclear 
program were “beyond the capacity” of Israel, in part because 

of the distance that attack aircraft would have to travel and the 
scale of the task. 

Still, a top defense official cautioned in an interview last 
week that “we don’t have perfect visibility” into Israel’s 
arsenal, let alone its military calculations. His views were 
echoed by Anthony H. Cordesman, an influential military 
analyst at the Center for Strategic and International Studies in 
Washington. “There are a lot of unknowns, there are a lot of 
potential risks, but Israel may know that those risks aren’t that 
serious,” he said. 

Given that Israel would want to strike Iran’s four major 
nuclear sites — the uranium enrichment facilities at Natanz 
and Fordo, the heavy-water reactor at Arak and the 
yellowcake-conversion plant at Isfahan — military analysts 
say the first problem is how to get there. There are three 
potential routes: to the north over Turkey, to the south over 
Saudi Arabia or taking a central route across Jordan and Iraq. 

The route over Iraq would be the most direct and likely, 
defense analysts say, because Iraq effectively has no air 
defenses and the United States, after its December withdrawal, 
no longer has the obligation to defend Iraqi skies. “That was a 
concern of the Israelis a year ago, that we would come up and 
intercept their aircraft if the Israelis chose to take a path across 
Iraq,” said a former defense official who asked for anonymity 
to discuss secret intelligence. 

Assuming that Jordan tolerates the Israeli overflight, the 
next problem is distance. Israel has American-built F-15I and 
F-16I fighter jets that can carry bombs to the targets, but their 
range — depending on altitude, speed and payload — falls far 
short of the minimum 2,000-mile round trip. That does not 
include an aircraft’s “loiter time” over a target plus the 
potential of having to fight off attacks from Iranian missiles 
and planes. 

In any possibility, Israel would have to use airborne 
refueling planes, called tankers, but Israel is not thought to 
have enough. Scott Johnson, an analyst at the defense 
consulting firm IHS Jane’s and the leader of a team preparing 
an online seminar on Israeli strike possibilities on Iran, said 
that Israel had eight KC-707 American-made tankers, 
although it is not clear they are all in operation. It is possible, 
he said, that Israel has reconfigured existing planes into 
tankers to use in a strike. 

Even so, any number of tankers would need to be 
protected by ever more fighter planes. “So the numbers you 
need just skyrocket,” Mr. Johnson said. Israel has about 125 F-
15Is and F-16Is. One possibility, Mr. Johnson said, would be 
to fly the tankers as high as 50,000 feet, making them hard for 
air defenses to hit, and then have them drop down to a lower 
altitude to meet up with the fighter jets to refuel. 
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Israel would still need to use its electronic warfare planes 
to penetrate Iran’s air defenses and jam its radar systems to 
create a corridor for an attack. Iran’s antiaircraft defenses may 
be a generation old — in 2010, Russia refused to sell Iran its 
more advanced S-300 missile system — but they are hardly 
negligible, military analysts say. 

Iranian missiles could force Israeli warplanes to maneuver 
and dump their munitions before they even reached their 
targets. Iran could also strike back with missiles that could hit 
Israel, opening a new war in the Middle East, though some 
Israeli officials have argued that the consequences would be 
worse if Iran were to gain a nuclear weapon. 

Another major hurdle is Israel’s inventory of bombs 
capable of penetrating the Natanz facility, believed to be 
buried under 30 feet of reinforced concrete, and the Fordo site, 
which is built into a mountain. 

Assuming it does not use a nuclear device, Israel has 
American-made GBU-28 5,000-pound “bunker buster” bombs 
that could damage such hardened targets, although it is unclear 
how far down they can go. 

Earlier this month, a Bipartisan Policy Center report by 
Charles S. Robb, the former Democratic senator from 
Virginia, and Charles F. Wald, a retired Air Force general, 

recommended that the Obama administration sell Israel 200 
enhanced GBU-31 “bunker busters” as well as three advanced 
refueling planes. 

The two said that they were not advocating an Israeli 
attack, but that the munitions and aircraft were needed to 
improve Israel’s credibility as it threatens a strike. 

Should the United States get involved — or decide to 
strike on its own — military analysts said that the Pentagon 
had the ability to launch big strikes with bombers, stealth 
aircraft and cruise missiles, followed up by drones that could 
carry out damage assessments to help direct further strikes. 
Unlike Israel, the United States has plenty of refueling 
capability. Bombers could fly from Al Udeid air base in Qatar, 
Diego Garcia in the Indian Ocean or bases in Britain and the 
United States. 

Nonetheless, defense officials say it would still be tough 
to penetrate Iran’s deepest facilities with existing American 
bombs and so are enhancing an existing 30,000-pound 
“Massive Ordnance Penetrator” that was specifically designed 
for Iran and North Korea. 

“There’s only one superpower in the world that can carry 
this off,” General Deptula said. “Israel’s great on a selective 
strike here and there.” 
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12. Japan Mulling Sending Warships To Strait Of Hormuz 
(JIJI PRESS (JAPAN) 20 FEB 12) 

TOKYO --The Japanese government is considering 
whether it is possible for the country to send Maritime Self-
Defense Force ships to the Strait of Hormuz to escort oil and 
gas tankers amid an growing tension in the region over Iran's 
nuclear program, informed sources said. 

Some 80 pct of crude oil and 20 pct of liquefied natural 
gas that Japan imports from the Middle East currently pass 
through the Straits of Hormuz, a crucial gateway to the Persian 
Gulf. 

It is vital for Japan to secure such imports because 
demand for use in thermal power generation is increasing 
rapidly in line with the falling operation rate of nuclear power 

plants following the accident at the Fukushima No. 1 nuclear 
plant. 

However, with Iran threatening to shut the strait to 
counter sanctions planned by the United States and Europe 
against its nuclear program, it will be difficult for Japanese-
tied carriers to go through the shipping lane if the Middle 
Eastern nation deploys naval ships and sea mines there. 

The Japanese government is thus considering dispatching 
destroyers to protect Japanese ships there, based on the SDF 
law that allows troops to be deployed for maritime security, 
sources familiar with the matter said. 
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13. Xi Wraps Up Trip; Success Seen In What Didn't Occur 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 18 FEB 12) ... Jeremy Page, Nathan Hodge and Brian Spegele 

China's Vice President Xi Jinping declared his U.S. visit a 
"full success" as he wrapped up a five-day tour that has 
offered rare insights into his personality and past, but few 
indications of how they might affect bilateral ties after he 
takes over as China's top leader in the fall. 

In the last of several clear attempts to improve the dour 
public image of Communist Party leaders, Chinese officials 
said Mr. Xi was hoping to look in on a Los Angeles Lakers 
basketball game before heading on to Europe late Friday 
night, according to Chinese officials. 

Earlier in the day, Mr. Xi told students at a Los Angeles 
high school that he liked to watch baseball and American 
football as well as the NBA, and said of his work-life balance: 
"To quote an American film, it's like 'Mission Impossible.'" 

"I can now say my visit to the United States has been a 
full success," he told the students after watching some of them 
perform a traditional Chinese dragon dance. 

Vice President Joe Biden, who joined Mr. Xi for the Los 
Angeles leg of his visit, complimented him on his efforts to 

reach out to the American people, and stressed the importance 
of personal ties in the relationship between the world's two 
largest economies over the next decade. 

"He is, like me, trying to understand the other man's 
position. You can't ask for much more than that," Mr. Biden 
said at the high school. 

Mr. Xi's relative candor and self-assured demeanor have 
come as a stark contrast with the man he is expected to 
succeed, current President Hu Jintao, who has often seemed 
awkward in public and struggled to strike a personal rapport 
with foreign or domestic audiences. 

Chinese and U.S. officials hope Mr. Xi's personal affinity 
to the U.S. will bolster trust between the world's two biggest 
economies, even as their national interests likely to 
increasingly come into conflict over the next decade. 

Mr. Xi returned to a theme that has dominated his visit at 
an economic conference Friday: "There is a view that the 
United States is the loser in bilateral economic trade 
operations, and China is the winner," he said, speaking 
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through an interpreter. "So far, both China and the U.S. are 
winners, and our cooperation is a win-win situation." 

But Mr. Biden played down the idea that Mr. Xi's more 
personable character would necessarily translate into progress 
on the many disputes between the two sides, especially on 
trade, foreign policy and defense. 

"I've been impressed by how much he wants to know 
about the detail of how our system works," Mr. Biden said, 
adding that the two had discussed the stance of individual 
members of Congress during a dinner at his residence on 
Tuesday. 

"That doesn't mean he's going to be responsive to 
everything we want or most of what we want," he said. "He's 
been very frank in telling us what China's interest and 
concerns are. He's been very frank about the economic and 
political dilemma he faces in China." Mr. Biden declined to go 
into specific details, although he said Mr. Xi had discussed the 
problems caused by China's rapidly aging population. 

Analysts, meanwhile, cautioned that Mr. Xi's performance 
in the U.S. was designed as much for a Chinese domestic 
audience as for the American one, especially his reunion on 
Wednesday in Muscatine, Iowa, with a family he stayed with 
there on a visit in 1985. 

On Friday, state-run Xinhua news agency likened the 
Iowa chat over tea to a 1979 visit by China's then paramount 
leader Deng Xiaoping to Texas, where he was photographed 
wearing a cowboy hat at a rodeo. "For the American people, 

Xi's Iowa 'tea time' has become an impressive moment in the 
China-U.S. friendship," Xinhua said. 

Coverage of Mr. Xi's visit in the state media has been 
relatively subdued otherwise—reflecting a desire not to 
upstage President Hu, or to play up the contrast between them. 

On Wednesday, following Mr. Xi's meeting with 
President Barack Obama, the Communist Party's flagship 
People's Daily newspaper ran a news account of the meeting at 
the bottom of the front page, with a small accompanying 
photo. Two large photos of Mr. Hu ran at the top of the page 
that day. 

Still, some Chinese political analysts said the relatively 
unscripted Iowa stopover underscored Mr. Xi's increased role. 

"This reflects that Hu Jintao, in this moment, is 
giving…respect and leeway to his No. 1 associate," said Shi 
Yinhong, an expert on U.S.-China relations at Renmin 
University in Beijing. "It also reflects [Mr. Xi's] position as 
the future top leader has been quite solidified." 

For some U.S. experts, however, Mr. Xi's visit was short 
on substance. Mr. Xi managed to avoid making gaffes; 
hecklers or protesters did not disrupt high-profile events 
despite repeated demonstrations by Tibetan activists; and U.S. 
and Chinese officials kept any sharp discussions behind closed 
doors. 

"The fact that there was no story is in itself a story," said 
June Teufel Dreyer, a professor of political science at the 
University of Miami. 
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14. Taiwan Navy Asks For Funds For 8 New Subs 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 20 FEB 12) 

TAIPEI — Taiwan's navy will ask parliament to fund the 
purchase of up to eight new submarines within the next two 
months, reviving an acquisition that has been in limbo for over 
a decade, local media said Feb. 20. 

The navy may not necessarily buy U.S. technology and is 
looking at three different countries as potential suppliers, the 
United Daily News reported. 

In April 2001, then-U.S. President George W. Bush 
approved the sale of eight conventional submarines as part of 
Washington's most comprehensive arms package to the island 
since 1992. 

Since then, however, there has been little progress as the 
U.S. has not built conventional submarines for more than 40 
years, and Germany and Spain had reportedly declined to offer 
their designs for fear of offending China. 

But the United Daily News said new options have 
emerged lately as three countries have offered either to help 
Taiwan build submarines or sell the island several German-
built submarines. It did not name the three countries. 

"Purchasing submarines from the United States has been 
given top priority in the past years and will remain so in the 
future," the Taiwan navy said in a response to the report. "But 
if there are any other sources to provide submarines, they are 
also welcome." 

Taiwan's navy operates a fleet of four submarines, but 
only two of them, both Dutch-built, could be deployed in the 
event of war. The other two were built by the U.S. in the 
1940s. 

Ties between Taipei and Beijing have improved markedly 
since Ma Ying-jeou of the China-friendly Kuomintang party 
came to power in 2008 promising to boost trade links and 
allow more Chinese tourists to visit the island. 

But Beijing still sees the island as part of its territory 
awaiting reunification, by force if necessary, even though 
Taiwan has governed itself since 1949 at the end of a civil 
war. 

China has repeatedly threatened to invade Taiwan should 
the island declare formal independence, prompting Taipei to 
seek more advanced weapons. 
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15. South Korea Ends Naval Drill Near The North’s Coast 
(NEW YORK TIMES 20 FEB 12) ... Choe Sang-Hun 

SEOUL, South Korea — South Korean marines 
conducted live-fire exercises around five islands close to the 
southern coast of North Korea on Monday as the North 
warned it might retaliate with artillery attacks. But the drill 
ended without immediate provocation from the North Korean 
military, the South’s Defense Ministry said. 

Many of the 8,700 civilians living in the islands fled to 
bomb shelters while others stayed at home, island authorities 
said. Using megaphones, civil servants escorted villagers to 
bunkers and schools behind hills facing the North. The islands 
are within the range of North Korea’s coastal artillery, which 
attacked one of them, Yeonpyeong, in November 2010, killing 
two marines and two civilians. 
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North Korea also announced plans on Monday to convene 
a Workers’ Party conference in mid-April, giving its new 
leader, Kim Jong-un, an opportunity to inherit top party posts 
held by his father, Kim Jong-il, before his death in December. 

Although the exact date and agenda were not disclosed, 
such conferences in the past have been used by the leaders of 
North Korea to bolster their authority. Mr. Kim and his closest 
aides were expected to tighten the top party ranks by doling 
out key party posts among themselves and those most closely 
tied to him, analysts said. 

“The April party conference means that North Korea is 
intent on an early completion of power transfer to Kim Jong-
un,” said Cheong Seong-chang, an analyst at the Sejong 
Institute in South Korea. “It is likely that those party elders 
who didn’t play key role in Kim Jong-un’s consolidation of 
power will recede and those younger and closer to him will 
make their way into the party’s Central Committee and get 
promoted.” 

The last party conference took place in September 2010. 
During that meeting, which was the first party gathering in 30 
years, Mr. Kim made his debut as his father’s successor and 
was made vice chairman of the party’s Central Military 
Commission. 

Following Kim Jong-il’s death on Dec. 17, North Korea 
upheld the son as supreme commander of the Korean People’s 
Army. But Mr. Kim, believed to be still in his late 20s, has yet 
to assume the other top titles his father had held, including 
general secretary of the party and chairman of its Central 
Military Commission. 

In his last years, Kim Jong-il ruled the country as 
chairman of the National Defense Commission. He made the 
commission the top governing agency after making the 
presidency permanently vacant in memory of his father, Kim 
Il-sung, the North’s founding president, who died in 1994. 
Analysts said that Kim Jong-un may take the top commission 
title or make his father the commission’s “eternal chairman” 
and create a new governing agency through a constitutional 

revision. Either step requires action through the North’s 
rubber-stamp legislature, which usually meets in early April. 

“If that happens, by April, Kim Jong-un will likely have 
acquired all the top titles of the party, state and military,” said 
Chang Yong-seok, senior researcher at Seoul National 
University’s Institute for Peace and Unification Studies. 

The two-hour South Korean exercise on Monday came 
three days before American and North Korean officials were 
to meet in Beijing for the first senior-level talks since October. 
Washington was trying to persuade North Korea to suspend 
operations at its uranium-enrichment plant and return to six-
nation talks on ending its nuclear weapons program. The 
Beijing meeting on Thursday will give the Americans the first 
serious opportunity to judge Pyongyang’s intentions since 
Kim Jong-il’s death. 

North Korea claims the waters around the five South 
Korean islands, which are patrolled by South Korean 
warships, and seldom fails to vow “merciless” retaliation 
when the South Korean military conducts exercises there. The 
navies of the two Koreans fought skirmishes in the waters in 
1999, 2002 and 2009. The North Korean barrage in November 
2010 prompted the South Korean artillery in Yeonpyeong to 
launch a counterattack on gun positions on the North Korean 
shore. 

In recent weeks, North Korea has escalated its rhetoric, 
targeting a series of joint military drills planned by South 
Korea and the United States, which also began a five-day joint 
anti-submarine drill in the Yellow Sea on Monday, though 
officials said it was taking place further south from the 
disputed border with North Korea. They strengthened such a 
drill after Seoul accused Pyongyang of torpedoing a South 
Korean warship with the loss of 46 lives in the Yellow Sea in 
March 2010. The North denied it sank the ship. 

The American and South Korean militaries also begin 
their major annual drill known as Key Resolve on Feb. 27. 
Separately, a joint air, ground and naval field training exercise 
known as Foal Eagle will be held from March 1 to April 30. 
About 28,500 American troops are stationed in South Korea. 
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16. Putin Outlines Push For Stronger Military 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 20 FEB 12) 

MOSCOW — Prime Minister Vladimir Putin said Feb. 20 
that Russia had launched "unprecedented" steps to boost the 
army as he played up his strongman credentials ahead of 
March 4 presidential polls he is likely to win. 

"We have approved and are carrying out unprecedented 
programs to develop the armed forces and modernize Russia's 
military defense complex," Putin wrote in state newspaper 
Rossiiskaya Gazeta as he bids for a third Kremlin term. 

In the next decade, Russia will acquire more than 400 
intercontinental ballistic missiles, eight nuclear-armed 
submarines and around 20 non-nuclear submarines, more than 
600 warplanes and 28 S-400 missile defense systems, he said. 

"In total, we are allocating around 23 trillion rubles ($773 
billion) in the next decade for these aims," Putin wrote. 

The newspaper article came out as Putin visited the far 
eastern city of Komsomolsk-on-Amur, which has a defense 
plant making Sukhoi fighter jets. 

Russia a year ago said that 19 trillion rubles ($639 billion) 
had been allocated to a military development plan running 

through to 2020 and the defense ministry gave many of the 
same hardware acquisition figures. 

While Putin as prime minister for the last four years has 
not headed the armed forces, his latest article implicitly 
suggests he will be the one to see the plan through, without 
mentioning the elections. 

"We must not tempt anyone with our weakness," he said, 
drawing historic parallels with World War II and citing the 
then Soviet forces' leader Marshal Georgy Zhukov. "Therefore 
we will never in any circumstances give away our potential of 
strategic deterrence and will strengthen it." 

Russia must implement strong countermeasures to 
respond to NATO's planned deployment of a missile shield in 
Europe, he said, continuing a debate that has simmered for 
nearly a decade. 

"The time demands decisive steps to strengthen a single 
system of air and space defense of our country,” Putin wrote. 
“We are being pushed toward these actions by the policy of 
the United States and NATO on the question of deploying a 
missile shield." 
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He said Russia should not try to create a "costly" rival 
shield but that its strategic nuclear forces and air and space 
defense forces should aim to "overcome any system of missile 
defense." 

"Russia's military and technical response to a global 
American missile shield and its segment in Europe will be 
effective and asymmetrical," he said. 

He admitted deep problems with the military industrial 
complex, however, saying that while the armed forces should 
back domestic plants, it was "unacceptable" for them to buy 
obsolete technology. 

"In the next decade, we must fully make up for our 
lagging behind," he said. 

Military affairs analyst Alexander Golts said Putin had 
shown strong backing for reform of the Russian army, a plan 
that has provoked a backlash within the armed forces against 
Defence Minister Anatoly Serdyukov. 

Serdyukov has argued the reforms are essential to 
eradicate Soviet-era military structures, but more conservative 

elements fear they will undermine the army's status as a key 
pillar of society. 

"What is most important about the article is that he is 
endorsing the army reforms despite all the criticism they have 
recently been facing, and backing the defense minister," Golts 
said. 

Putin also promised to revive the prestige of the armed 
forces and boost their professional contingent to 70 percent of 
one million members, while improving living conditions and 
salaries for officers. 

But Alexander Konovalov, an analyst at the Centre for 
Strategic Assessment, was skeptical about Putin's idea that the 
sector would become a driving force for the economy as a 
whole. 

"The money will be allocated and siphoned off, but 
without reform of the military industrial complex and its 
'perestroika' on market principles, it will simply not survive," 
Konovalov said. 
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17. Bulava Missile More Dangerous To Russia Than To Enemy - Experts 
(RIA NOVOSTI 20 FEB 12) 

MOSCOW - Russian experts on Monday questioned how 
wise it is to adopt the troubled Bulava intercontinental missile 
for service, suggesting it would cause more security problems 
than it would solve, the Kommersant daily said. 

First Deputy Defense Minister Alexander Sukhorukov 
said on Sunday a presidential decree putting the missile into 
operation was drafted and ready to be signed. 

However, military analyst Viktor Baranets said it was a 
“reckless” and “dangerous” move since the missile was 
underdeveloped. 

“In its current form the missile could be even more 
dangerous for the [Russian] navy than for an enemy navy,” he 
said. 

President Dmitry Medvedev said in late December that 
the Bulava SLBM flight tests were completed and it will now 
be adopted for service with the Russian Navy. 

Russia successfully test launched two Bulava missiles on 
December 23. 

Only 11 of 18 or 19 test launches of the troubled Bulava 
have been officially declared successful. 

However, some analysts suggest that in reality the number 
of failures is considerably higher. Russian military expert 
Pavel Felgenhauer said that of the Bulava's first 12 test 
launches, only one was entirely successful. 

Despite several previous failures officially blamed on 
manufacturing faults, the Russian military has insisted that 
there is no alternative to the Bulava. 

The Bulava (SS-NX-30) SLBM, developed by the 
Moscow Institute of Thermal Technology (since 1998), carries 
up to 10 MIRV warheads and has a range of over 8,000 
kilometers (5,000 miles). The three-stage ballistic missile is 
designed for deployment on Borey-class nuclear submarines. 
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18. Head Of Canadian Navy Says Climate Change Boosts Need For Bigger Presence In Arctic 
(CANADIAN PRESS 19 FEB 12) ... Bill Graveland 

CALGARY - The head of the Royal Canadian Navy says 
Canada needs to bolster its military presence in the Arctic to 
prepare for a boom in human and economic activity resulting 
largely from climate change. 

Global warming is thought to be occurring faster in the 
North than anywhere else. The gradual disappearance of sea 
ice is opening up commercial shipping as well as previously 
inaccessible areas rich with oil, natural gas and mineral 
resources. 

"From a naval perspective, climate change probably 
means there will be more open water, so the Arctic Ocean will 
really emerge as the Arctic Ocean," Vice-Admiral Paul 
Maddison, Commander of the Royal Canadian Navy, said in a 
recent interview. 

"It also means ... that the circumpolar route will probably 
open to international shipping from Asia to Europe sometime 
in this century — probably a lot earlier than most people 
predicted a few years ago," he said. 

"I know that major shipping companies are planning now 
to be able to have ships that are first-year ice capable sailing 
out of Singapore and over the pole into Rotterdam. 

"That's a game changer in my view ... a shorter distance 
so less time, less money." 

Prime Minister Stephen Harper has been vocal about 
asserting Canada's sovereignty in the region. As part of the 
government's national shipbuilding strategy, new icebreakers 
and Arctic off-shore patrol ships are on order. Maddison said 
the first patrol ship is expected in 2015. 

He would like to see even more resources put into 
improving the navy's surveillance abilities in the North. 

"I definitely see room for more investment in surveillance 
capacity, persistent surveillance capacity in the Arctic ... to 
provide a more real-time operating picture of what’s going 
on.” 

Maddison said that would include space-based assets, 
unmanned aerial drones, submarines under the ice and a 
human presence on Canadian ships. 
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"We will want to know what's happening. The economic 
activity is attracting a greater human footprint, so that brings 
greater opportunity. But it also brings risk — risk of pollution 
incidents, risk of search-and-rescue incidents, risk from a 
public-health perspective." 

The number of navy personnel shrunk to about 8,500 
during the Canadian mission to Afghanistan, Maddison said, 
so recruitment has been a major focus. 

There are now 9,500 regular force sailors and 3,500 in the 
reserves. Maddison said he would like even more. 

"I could generate a demand to grow the navy by about a 
thousand more," he said. 

"That demand would go onto the table with others at a 
time when there are pressures on the department's budget ... At 

the end of the day I will sit around the table with my 
colleagues, with the chief of defence staff, and we will have 
these discussions and we'll see where they lead." 

Maddison said he looks at the 21st century as a maritime 
century and one in which the Canadian navy will have a 
bigger role in protecting Canada's commercial interests 
internationally, providing humanitarian assistance and being a 
strong buffer for the battle against drug and human trafficking, 
as well as piracy. 

"The traditional role of navies has not changed for 
centuries. Navies are about influencing events such that free 
trade is enabled and that conflicts are avoided," he explained. 

"However, when conflict is unavoidable, navies are there 
prepared to engage in combat and to prevail." 
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PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
19. Marine Receives Purple Heart 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 16 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Ryan Riley, Navy Public Affairs Support Element 
West NW Det. 

SILVERDALE, Wash. -- A Marine Staff Sgt. received a 
Purple Heart during a ceremony held at Bangor Cinema Plus 
theater on Naval Base Kitsap (NBK) Bangor, Feb. 16. 

Marine Staff Sgt. Chris Rangel, S3 operations assistant 
chief, Marine Corps Security Force Battalion Bangor, received 
a Purple Heart after suffering a traumatic brain injury (TBI) 
caused by an improvised explosive device (IED) during an 
airborne operation while deployed to Afghanistan in 2009. 

"I was the eleventh vehicle in a patrol whose sole purpose 
was to find IEDs," said Rangel. "But with my luck, I found it 
with my truck." 

Rangel said it was about 60 to 80 pounds of homemade 
explosives (HME) on a pressure plate that detonated right 
under his seat. 

"It blew out my [communications], so luckily I was 
coherent enough to pop smoke for our secondary form of 
communication to let everybody know, hey, we are good to 
go." 

The sweep team then patrolled the area, checking for 
secondary IEDs so the corpsman could safely extract Rangel. 

Rangel's wife, a nurse at Madigan Army Medical Center, 
expressed the importance of the role as a military spouse. 

"I'm finding out all the details of what happened years 
later," she said. "He knew I'd probably freak out and worry. 
[You need to] be strong and supportive and know that there 
are going to be days they don't want to talk about it. Try to be 
understanding and don't be angry with them if it's something 
they don't want to share with you." 

Rangel said that after three years, it feels good to get the 
recognition. 

"It's been a long time coming. It's the eighth IED I have 
sustained over four different deployments so it feels good to 
get taken care of." 

The Purple Heart, originally called the Badge of Military 
Merit, is the oldest military decoration awarded today. 
Designed by Gen. George Washington during the American 
Revolution, it was initially only awarded to those serving in 
the Army until former President John F. Kennedy extended 
the medal to cover all service members in all future wars. 
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20. Navy Surgeon General Calls For Enhanced Healthcare IT Collaboration 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 20 FEB 12) ... U.S. Navy Bureau of Medicine and Surgery Public Affairs 

LAS VEGAS -- The top medical officer for the U.S. Navy 
and Marine Corps called for enhanced healthcare information 
management collaboration among the services and other 
federal healthcare agencies at the annual Tri-Service Medical 
Information Management Symposium (TMIMS), Feb. 17. 

Speaking to an audience of more than 1,000 military and 
civilian healthcare professionals, Vice Adm. Matthew L. 
Nathan, the 37th Surgeon General of the Navy, stated he 
believes that by effectively coalescing medical information 
technology resources, the military will enhance healthcare 
access, wellness and continuity of care for service members, 
their families and veterans. 

"We will not make true headway on the cost or access to 
healthcare without leveraging information management and 
information technology (IM/IT) at all levels of care," said 

Nathan. "We must find common solutions to improve 
efficiencies and provide quality outcomes." 

Nathan said that the military has already seen payoffs in 
the enhanced IM/IT innovations during a decade of war and 
that the unprecedented survivability rate on the battlefield 
today can be attributed to the work of the military healthcare 
IM/IT teams. 

"During the wounded warrior care mission, we've used 
state of the art communication technology to improve patient 
care from theater-level medical facilities near the battlefield, 
to tertiary medical centers in the United States," said Nathan. 
"Military medical advancements coupled with heroic work 
during ten years of war have led to a 97 percent survival rate 
for coalition casualties, the lowest mortality rate amongst 
trauma victims coming out of any war in history." 
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Nathan stated that medical technologies were at the 
forefront of the military's ability to move a patient from point 
of injury on the battlefield to a military or veterans hospital in 
the United States in three to five days, as compared to the 45-
60 days it once took during the Vietnam War. 

"The complex monitoring systems that travel with the 
patient on U.S. Air Force C-17 MEDEVAC (medical 
evacuation) missions from Afghanistan to Landstuhl, 
Germany are a key element of our success in saving the lives 
of our warriors today," said Nathan. "You should be proud of 
the innovations you've helped design as they have made a 
difference. You've changed lives and made them better." 

According to Verlin Harlan, Chief Information Officer for 
the U.S. Navy Bureau of Medicine and Surgery, the Navy is 
working with its sister services on exploring ways to 
modernize the military's healthcare network by improving 
bandwidth and other updates that will provide for a better 
system to support the warfighter and their family, on and off 
the battlefield. 

"The theme of this year's conference of linking people, 
potential and progress encapsulates the proactive attitude 
prevalent in the IM/IT community," said Hardin. "They are 
driven to enhance to the fullest current capability and quickly 
develop new technologies to become an enabler for military 
medicine from the foxhole to the recovery room." 

As the former commander of the Walter Reed National 
Military Medical Center in Bethesda, Md., Nathan said he has 
seen the synergy that comes from joint collaboration. He said 
the services must now work together to translate the lessons 
learned on the battlefield to the military healthcare system in 
the United States as the military begins to reset after a decade 
of war. 

"IM/IT innovation will be a pillar on our way forward," 
said Nathan. "You all will be involved in helping decide 
whether the military healthcare system is sustainable in the 
years to come. We've come lightyears since the early days of 
military medicine, but we'll need new innovations and joint 
solutions to take us to where we need to be." 

The Tri-Service Medical Information Management 
Symposium (TMIMS) is an annual conference that is held in 
conjunction with the Healthcare Information and Management 
Systems Society (HIMSS) Conference and Exhibition. HIMSS 
provides keynote speakers addressing leading issues, 
educational sessions, exhibitions and connections to 
physicians, nurses, administrators, pharmacists, payers and 
other key players in healthcare IT. TMIMS precedes the 
HIMSS Conference and Exhibition and is focused on both 
Navy and joint IM/IT throughout the Military Health System. 

Nathan became Navy surgeon general and Chief of the 
Navy's Bureau of Medicine and Surgery in November 2011. 
As the chief executive officer of U.S. Navy Medicine, he 
oversees a global healthcare network of 63,000 Navy Medical 
personnel around the world who provide high quality health 
care to more than one million eligible beneficiaries. Navy 
Medicine personnel deploy with Sailors and Marines 
worldwide, providing critical mission support aboard ship, in 
the air, under the sea and on the battlefield. 

Navy Surgeon General Recognizes Navy Healthcare 
IM/IT Managers 

The top medical officer for the U.S. Navy and Marine 
Corps presided over the 2012 Captain Joan Dooling Awards 

during the annual Tri-Service Medical Information 
Management Symposium (TMIMS) Symposium Feb. 17. 

The Dooling Award for Information Professional 
Excellence was established to spotlight outstanding 
achievements of individuals or groups in the healthcare 
information management and information technology (IM/IT) 
areas. 

Capt. Joan Dooling was a pioneer who laid the ground 
work for the automated patient flow between facilities of all 
services, using open systems architecture as just one of her 
many accomplishments. 

"This award is to recognize the amazing passion and 
capabilities of those whose hard work we sometimes take for 
granted," said Navy Surgeon General Vice Adm. Matthew L. 
Nathan. "Our IM/IT community must be a competitive and 
celebrated part of Navy medicine, which is taking us to the 
next step in the evolution in healthcare. We will embrace, 
celebrate and perpetuate their achievements." 

Before the ceremony, a special award was presented to 
Dooling for her pioneering efforts in healthcare IM/IT for the 
Department of Defense while she was on active duty. 

"I offer you my sincere gratitude and appreciation for 
your work and leadership," said Nathan. "Your passion paves 
the way for the healthcare innovations we've accomplished 
today." 

Dooling was honored to receive the award and proud of 
the opportunities she had in the Navy. She expressed optimism 
for the innovations that are on the horizon. 

"We are at a point where we are about to make another 
historic leap in information management," said Dooling. 

This year's individual awards were presented to Lt.j.g. 
Jesse Stewart of Naval Hospital Lemoore for Professional 
Officer of the Year; Dean M. Ricario of Naval Medical Center 
San Diego for the Civilian Professional of the Year; and Lt. 
Cmdr. Mark T. Young for the Information Professional 
Officer of the Year. 

The Theater Medical Information Program Maritime 
(TMIP-M) Team received the award for Information 
Professional Multi-facility Team of the Year; Naval Hospital 
Yokosuka's Information Management/Information 
Technology Department was recognized as the Information 
Professional Team of the Year; and NATO Role 3 
Multinational Medical Unit/Task Force Medical South S6 
Team won the award for Information Professional Operational 
Team of the Year. 

"This year's recipients were chosen from an impressive 
group of IM/IT professionals that have made notable 
contributions in the field of military healthcare despite limited 
resources," said Verlin Hardin, Chief Information Officer, 
Navy Bureau of Medicine and Surgery. "As the military resets 
after the past decade of combat operations, we must continue 
to develop innovative and fiscally responsible solutions so that 
we continue to be good stewards of our taxpayer dollars." 

Cmdr. Rick McCarthy, Chief Information Officer for 
Naval Medical Center, Portsmouth was honored to accept an 
award on behalf of the Navy IM/IT team at the NATO Role 3 
hospital in Kandahar, a command that is run by the Navy. 

"The efforts of the team and this award reflect the 
commitment and the dedication of the two teams who did an 
amazing job over the year in support of the warfighters in 
Afghanistan," said McCarthy. 
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The Tri-Service Medical Information Management 
Symposium (TMIMS) is an annual conference that is held in 
conjunction with the Healthcare Information and Management 
Systems Society (HIMSS) Conference and Exhibition. HIMSS 
provides keynote speakers addressing leading issues, 

educational sessions, exhibitions and connections to 
physicians, nurses, administrators, pharmacists, payers and 
other key players in healthcare IT. TMIMS precedes the 
HIMSS Conference and Exhibition and is focused on both 
Navy and joint IM/IT throughout the Military Health System. 
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21. Budget Calls For Officer Drawdown 
Enlisted force to increase after last year’s cuts 
(NAVY TIMES 27 FEB 12) ... Sam Fellman 

Cuts have hit the enlisted side hard. Last year’s enlisted 
retention boards are sending home 2,946 sailors, most of 
whom aren’t eligible for retirement, and the senior enlisted 
continuation board from December is forcing 593 E-7s to E-9s 
to retire, a tally nearly double that of the previous year. 

In contrast, only 124 officers were forced into retirement 
last year — but now, reductions may be in store for officers, 
too. 

The Navy, in the official budget released Feb. 13, lowered 
its target for the size of the officer corps by 1,045, a 2 percent 
drop. Hitting the new target would mean axing 1,822 officers 
by Sept. 30, 2013. The new end strength is also 2,181 officers 
below the number currently projected for Sept. 30 of this year, 
according to estimates in the budget. 

Personnel officials said the lower end strength doesn’t 
necessarily entail involuntary cuts. 

“Our plan is to stabilize enlisted end strength and 
gradually draw down officer end strength,” said Cmdr. Kathy 
Kesler, spokeswoman for the chief of naval personnel. “This 
gradual, deliberate reduction in officers is necessary to meet 
our fiscal controls, while minimizing risks to readiness and 
officer community health.” The reduction stems from reduced 
manpower requirements, including an anticipated decrease in 
the number of individual augmentees, Kesler said. Last year, 
the Navy stood down eight commands, including 2nd Fleet. 
The Navy also intends to retire seven cruisers and two dock 
landing ships early, in fiscal years 2013 and 2014, according 
to the latest budget. 

The Navy will reduce the size of the officer corps using 
“voluntary measures to the maximum extent possible before 
resorting to involuntary actions,” Kesler said. 

So far this year, the Navy has only announced a selective 
early retirement board for oceanography and Supply Corps O-
5s and O-6s; it is expected to retire a total of 19 officers. An 
involuntary retirement board was also used last year. Kesler 
said other measures to trim the officer ranks over the next two 
years were “pre-decisional” and declined to answer questions 
about specific measures that may be used. 

On the other hand, the enlisted force is expected to grow. 
Enlisted end strength for 2013 is 266,912 — an increase of 
2,091 from the force’s projected size at the end of this year 
and 766 above the current size. 

How It Might Work 
End strength is not a hard-and-fast number. Before last 

year, the Navy clocked in above authorized officer end 
strength for five consecutive years. In 2003, the fleet had an 
excess of 1,156 officers. 

This requires the Navy to reprogram money, either within 
the military personnel account or from other places. 
Sometimes, it may even require a supplemental appropriation 
for more money from Congress. However, CNP has some 

leeway. It can exceed total end strength by 2 percent before it 
needs a waiver from the service’s civilian leadership. 

There’s an imbalance between officer and enlisted end 
strength this fiscal year. Officers are projected to exceed it 
substantially, but enlisted — due in part to ERB — are 
expected to fall well short, according to estimates provided in 
the budget. 

This excess isn’t likely to trigger a waiver. The excess, 
projected to be 1,136 officers by this fall, still amounts to less 
than 1 percent of total manpower and is likely to be offset by 
enlisted shortfalls. 

One likely solution to the end-strength overage is shifting 
money within the military personnel account, said a CNP 
budget official who spoke on condition of anonymity to 
discuss ways CNP could handle future situations. It’s likely 
that without a faster economic recovery, the official added, the 
Navy will face a sizable officer excess again in 2013. 

Nonetheless, the lower end-strength target shows the 
Navy plans to reduce the size of the officer corps one way or 
another, a former personnel official said. 

“Is that number achievable? Absolutely,” said the former 
official, who asked for anonymity because of business ties to 
the Navy. “They’re going to [get] there some way.” The Navy 
has a number of tools at its disposal to redraw the officer 
corps. The following authorities were signed into law Dec. 31 
by President Obama and can be used through 2018: 

 Temporary early retirement authority. Permits 
service members with 15 years or more of service to 
retire early. This measure has already been offered to 
roughly 300 sailors cut by ERB. 

 Voluntary separation incentive. During the last 
drawdown, in the 1990s, VSI was given as an 
annuity. Payments were equal to 2.5 percent of a 
service member’s last year of basic pay and were 
paid for twice the number of years served on active 
duty. 

 Special separation benefit. Also used in the 1990s, 
payment came in a lump sum equal to 15 percent of 
final monthly pay multiplied by 12 and then 
multiplied by the number of years on active duty. 

 Voluntary retirement incentive. Officers with 20 to 
29 years of service can voluntarily retire with an 
incentive payment of up to one year of basic pay. 

Also available to shape the force are selective early 
retirement boards — retention reviews for eligible officers. 

Personnel managers can also reduce the number of 
officers who enter the Navy or allow some junior officers to 
opt out of their service commitments. But those cuts must be 
carefully balanced with cuts to mid- and late-career officers so 
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the Navy isn’t starved of a particular year-group of officers in 
the long term, explained one Navy manpower expert. 

“It’s trying to have a balanced approach so that you don’t 
take all of the cuts in one part of the longevity profile,” said 
David Rodney, director of fleet and operational manpower 
analyses at CNA’s Center for Naval Analyses in Alexandria, 
Va. “I don’t think there’s a magic formula for how you do 

this.” One retired admiral suggested a simpler solution: “I’d be 
really surprised if they could not handle that number by 
normal attrition,” said retired Vice Adm. Norbert Ryan, a 
former chief of naval personnel in 2002 who is now president 
of the Military Officers Association of America. “I’m not sure 
they’d even have to use any of the force-shaping things that 
they have.” 
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22. Senior Enlisted Board To Force Out Nearly 600 
(NAVY TIMES 27 FEB 12) ... Mark D. Faram 

The number of senior enlisted members chosen for 
retirement by this year’s senior enlisted continuation board is 
nearly twice as large as last year’s figure. 

Personnel officials say this is a sign that this 
“performance-based” board — one without mandatory quota 
— ensures everyone gets a fair shake. 

The board, which convened Dec. 5, reviewed the records 
of 7,684 retirement-eligible active-duty, full-time support and 
selected reserve members E-7 through E-9. All had more than 
19 years of service and at least three years’ time in grade. 

Of those, 593 will be forced to transfer to the fleet reserve 
or retire by Sept. 30. The increase in the numbers, officials 
say, is due in part to the experience gained in previous boards. 

“We had a very well-written precept for this board that 
reflected three years of lessons learned,” said Capt. Leo 
Falardeau, head of Navy Personnel Command’s career 
progression department, or PERS 8, which hosts all selection 
boards at the command. “It was well laid out, and substandard 
and marginal performance indicators were very clear.” 
Falardeau said missing evaluations or gaps in performance 
records continued to be a problem and were a “significant 
factor.” Falardeau also said board members were affected by 
last year’s enlisted retention boards, which resulted in the 
senior enlisted board being postponed to the end of the year. 

“It wasn’t anything that was openly discussed at all, but it 
was on everyone’s mind when this board convened,” 
Falardeau said. “We’d just separated some sailors, and some 
of them did nothing wrong, and now we’re looking at these 
more senior enlisted guys who are getting a retirement — I 
just think their scrutiny was a little more focused when it came 
to identifying substandard or marginal performance.” 
Falardeau said the extra scrutiny is not a sign the board was 
unfair. 

“That heightened awareness shouldn’t be taken the wrong 
way,” he said. “We’re not a zero-defect outfit, either, as there 
were people who had performance indicators in their record 
and their futures were debated in the tank — and they were 
ultimately retained.” Personnel officials announced Feb. 14 
that senior enlisted members could log in to BUPERS Online 
to check their status. Commanding officers began notification 
of those forced to retire Jan. 31. 

This was the third consecutive year the Navy held such a 
board. The 2010 board retired 336 active, reserve and FTS 
members. In 2009, the board’s first year, 158 active-duty 
members were told to retire or transfer to the fleet reserve; that 
board only considered active-duty members. 

Another board will be conducted this year for fiscal 2013, 
officials said. 
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23. Lowest Pay Raise In Decades Possible For Troops 
(STARS AND STRIPES 21 FEB 12) ... Leo Shane III 

WASHINGTON -- Troops could see their lowest pay 
raises in four decades -- far below what their civilian peers 
will get -- if proposed changes are made in the way military 
raises are calculated. 

Since 1999, defense officials have tied the annual military 
pay raise to the Employment Cost Index, the Department of 
Labor’s calculation in the rise in private sector wages. Military 
raises for 2013 and 2014 would be tied to the ECI but 
separated from the index in 2015, dropping to a flat 0.5 
percent rate. That would be the lowest annual pay increase 
troops have seen since the start of the all-volunteer military in 
1973. 

In 2016, the rate would rise to 1 percent, not linked to the 
ECI. In 2017, it’d be 1.5 percent, regardless of private-sector 
rates. 

For a mid-career enlisted servicemember, for example, 
the raise would be more than $1,000 a year less under the new 
formula. For most officers with 10 years’ experience, it’s 
$2,000 less a year. 

Pentagon officials said last week that the plans are only 
tentative. The pay raises will not be official until Congress 
approves them each year. 

But they said they’re making the plans public now to 
“give time for military personnel to accommodate these 
changes.” And unless the Defense Department sees dramatic 
changes in its budget realities, the lower pay raises will be 
needed to help rein in personnel costs and reach almost $500 
billion in savings over the next decade. 

Pentagon comptroller Robert Hale said officials aren’t 
considering any pay reductions or freezes, only limits on the 
annual raises. But for troops who have seen only modest pay 
hikes in recent years, the moves will mean almost stagnant 
wages as the cost of living continues to rise. 

For the last decade, troops have seen pay hikes above the 
ECI, as lawmakers worked to close the gap between troops’ 
basic pay and civilian salaries. Next year’s proposed 1.7 
percent military pay jump matches the national compensation 
rates, leaving troop pay raises on par with those of their 
civilian peers. 

The ECI projection for 2014 is 2 percent. The raises 
would hit 3.3 percent in 2015 and 3.5 percent for the four 
years after that, if Congressional Budget Office predictions 
hold true. 
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Using the unlinked military raises for 2015 through 2017 
could create a gap worth thousands of dollars between troops 
and their civilian peers. 

In unveiling the numbers to reporters last week, Hale 
quipped that “the out years never come” in budget planning. 
He said he hopes to find ways to protect troops’ future 
paychecks. 

“If it turns out that we don’t believe we can attract and 
retain the people we need with those lower raises, we’ll find a 
way to not do them in the out years,” he said. “At the moment, 
we think we can, and therefore it’s a reasonable proposal.” 

Todd Harrison, senior fellow for defense studies at the 
Center for Strategic and Budgetary Assessments, said the big 
concern for troops shouldn’t be the specific numbers Hale 
cited, but the reality that there are few ways officials can bring 
down personnel costs. 

“If not pay, then maybe they have to start looking at the 
number of troops they have instead, or at other benefits,” he 

said. “And there are limits to how much they want to do to 
those other things.” 

The fiscal 2013 pay raise of 1.7 percent adds $1.1 billion 
to the defense budget’s personnel bottom line and creates 
recurring costs in the future. Hale estimated that the reduced 
pay raise plan would save $16.5 billion over five years. 

Steve Strobridge, director of government relations for 
Military Officers Association of America, said he is frustrated 
that the Pentagon would even consider decoupling the raises 
from private sector figures. 

“Granted, right now it’s years out in the future, but any 
time they talk about lower pay raises, it’s a huge red flag,” he 
said. 

“Pay comparability is the underpinning of the all-
volunteer force. Just because retention is fine now, that’s not 
an excuse. We’ve seen the big pay gaps before. That’s why we 
had to have all the plus-ups over the last decade.” 
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24. 2012 Military Saves Week Campaign Kicks Off 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 20 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Mikelle D. Smith, Defense Media Activity-Navy 

WASHINGTON -- Fleet and Family Support Centers 
(FFSC) on military installations worldwide will be 
participating in the 2012 Military Saves Week Campaign, Feb. 
19-26. 

The campaign's purpose is to develop a military command 
climate that supports sensible financial behavior by focusing 
on financial literacy education, by supporting available 
savings products, and by encouraging servicemembers and 
their families to take action. 

"We employ a variety of resources, as well as partnerships 
throughout military installations, to conduct monetary affairs 
including classes and individual counseling to make 
individuals aware of their financial situation," said Fred Davis, 
Personal Financial Management Program Analyst, 
Commander Naval Installation Command (CNIC). "We are 
exceptionally proud in last year's achievements, and we hope 
to repeat, and possibly do better, during the 2012 campaign." 

Military Saves financial fairs reached more than 60,000 
individuals across all the military services during 2011. 
Seminars and classes reached nearly 40,000 people. 

"One of the best things that Sailors can do to make sure 
they are financially successful is to take the classes that are 
offered during the week and throughout the year to learn how 

to go through their credit reports, how to invest in stocks and 
bonds, and how to determine their overall status," said Davis. 
"Also, financial counselors are always available to help guide 
those who may feel like they want a one-on-one experience. 
Our counselors are trained professionals, so I want Sailors to 
know that everything disclosed to one of them will remain 
completely confidential. " 

This year's goals for servicemembers and their families 
include increased household savings for short and long-term 
needs, and decreased consumer debt. 

"With the current downsizing of the military, we want to 
make sure all Sailors understand the importance of always 
being prepared and always having a backup plan; the financial 
component of that plan is very important," said Davis. 
"Ultimately, everybody has the opportunity to better their 
financial situation. Having been a counselor for many years 
and prior military, I've heard many stories. And we are here to 
support the needs of the servicemembers and their families." 

"We want the best possible outcome to happen to each 
individual that comes into our offices," he continued. "All of 
our services are no-cost and we just want everyone to move 
forward in a positive fashion to secure their financial future." 
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25. Submarine Force Pacific Fleet Sailors Of The Year Announced 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 19 FEB 12) ... Commander, Submarine Squadron 11 Public Affairs 

NAVAL BASE POINT LOMA, Calif. -- Commander, 
Submarine Force U.S. Pacific Fleet announced Sea and Shore 
Sailors of the Year (SOY), Feb. 17, following a week of 
events where 10 SOY candidates, representing various 
commands from the Pacific submarine community, competed 
for the title. 

Rear Adm. Frank Caldwell awarded the 2011 Sea Sailor 
of the Year to Machinist Mate 1st Class (SS) Kevin A. 
Swanson of USS Houston (SSN 713), and the 2011 Shore 
Sailor of the Year to Sonar Technician (Surface) 1st Class 
(SW) Heath R. Northcutt of Navy Data Center, Yokosuka, 
Japan. 

Caldwell was the guest speaker at a luncheon to honor all 
candidates. 

"Our Sailors, the submariners who go to sea, those who 
work ashore to ensure our submarines are ready to go to sea, 
and the undersea warriors of our undersea surveillance 
command are without a doubt our most valued asset. It is 
because of our Sailors that our nation is prepared to meet the 
challenges of the undersea domain," said Caldwell. "So to 
those Sailors gathered here today, know that you are the best 
of the best. You are our future Navy leaders." 

Swanson said today is the best day of his career. 
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"I'm very thankful to have served with and to have spent 
the past week with some of the finest Sailors I've ever met. 
Earning this award is truly an honor," Swanson said. 

Northcutt said, "I'm overwhelmed to be considered one of 
the best of the best. I'm so grateful to all the senior leadership 
and staff who helped me get to where I am; none of this would 
have been possible without everyone's help." 

Both Sailors now go on to represent the Pacific submarine 
force in the Commander, Pacific Fleet Sailor of the Year 
competition. 

Other candidates who competed for the Commander, 
Submarine Force U.S. Pacific Fleet Sailor of the Year title 
were: 

 Yeoman 1st Class (SS) Matthew P. Zwan of USS 
Nebraska (SSBN 739)(GOLD) 

 Sonar Technician (Surface) (SW) Sean D. Ebersol of 
Naval Ocean Processing Facility, Whidbey Island, 
Washington 

 Yeoman 1st Class (SS) James G. Barnes of USS 
Hampton (SSN 767) 

 Electrician's Mate 1st Class (SS) Paul M McDonald 
of USS Jacksonville (SSN 699) 

 Navy Counselor 1st Class (SW) Rachael N. Pope of 
Submarine Group 9 

 Yeoman 1st Class (SW/AW) Cynthia E. Gacita of 
Naval Ocean Processing Facility, Whidbey Island, 
Washington 

 Electrician's Mate 1st Class (SS) Jonathan R. 
Bohannon of Submarine Squadron 11 

 Electronics Technician 1st Class (SS) Casey A. 
Weihert of Commander, Submarine Force U.S. 
Pacific Fleet 
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26. Greensboro Woman Named Commander Of USS Mitscher 
(WFMY CBS GREENSBORO 20 FEB 12) ... Lauren Melvin 

GREENSBORO, NC -- A Greensboro native is making 
history in the U.S. Navy. 

On Friday, Commander Monika Washington Stoker will 
officially become Commander of the USS Mitscher, a guided 
missile destroyer. 

Stoker will be the first African-American woman to ever 
hold that title. 

Stoker, who is already a mother to two small children, 
will take charge of the 300 crew members on board the ship 
based in Norfolk, Virginia. 

Stoker told News 2 her hard work has paid off. 
"It's definitely a challenge, but it's absolutely an 

opportunity that not everyone gets. So I'm very excited that I 
was able to have this opportunity," Stoker said. 

The Grimsley High School graduate was accepted into the 
United States Naval Academy when she graduated in 1990, 
but that wasn't exactly her life-long dream. 

"I had wanted to go to A&T and major in electrical 
engineering like my Dad did, which is what I was going to do. 
And I didn't really know if I wanted to go to the Academy or 
not. And my Dad said, why don't you try it out? So 30 years 
from now, you won't say 'what if, what if what if'," Stoker 
said. 

Stoker said she has no regrets. When she graduated from 
the Naval Academy in 1995, she was commissioned as a 
Division Officer. She worked her way up to Department Head, 
then Executive Officer. 

And now, at 39 years old, she's becoming the 
Commanding Officer of the USS Mitscher. On top of all that, 
she's a mom. 

"It is hard work. But you're not at sea the whole time. You 
do shore tours in between your different jobs, so you fit your 
family in where you can," she said. 

Stoker credits mentors for their guidance, and all the folks 
cheering for her back home. 

"I've had a lot of support from Greensboro. And it's just 
an exciting time and I just hope to continue making everybody 
proud," she said. 

The USS Mitscher returned from deployment in 
December. Stoker could not say what its next mission is, but 
she said they have different exercises planned throughout the 
year. 

Stoker's parents still live in Greensboro. 
View Clip (RT: 1:56) 
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27. Sailor From Columbus Dies On Liberty In Dubai 
(ATLANTA JOURNAL-CONSTITUTION 20 FEB 12) ... Mike Morris 

A Sailor from west Georgia died Friday while on liberty 
in the United Arab Emirates. 

Petty Officer 1st Class Paris S. Pough, 40, of Columbus, 
died during a port visit in Dubai. 

Pough was a hull technician on the USS Carl Vinson. 

The Navy hasn't said how Pough died, but a posting on 
the aircraft carrier's Facebook page said he died "as a result of 
a non-combat related incident while on liberty." 

The Facebook posting said that Pough was a "loving 
father and husband" and a "hard-working, trustworthy 
shipmate who was critical to the success of the Engineering 
Department." 
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28. CO Of Submarine Wyoming Fired 
(NAVY TIMES 17 FEB 12) ... Sam Fellman 

The commanding officer of a Kings Bay, Ga.-based 
ballistic-missile submarine was fired Feb. 4 for mishandling 
classified materials, just three weeks before his scheduled 
relief, a Submarine Group 10 spokesman confirmed Friday. 

Cmdr. Diego Hernandez was found guilty of dereliction 
of duty by Rear Adm. Joseph Tofalo, commander of 
SUBGRU 10 at admiral’s mast and relieved of command, 
SUBGRU 10 spokesman Lt. Brian Wierzbicki said. 

His relief “was slightly accelerated due to some issues 
with the handling of classified information,” Wierzbicki said. 
“The whole case, due to the sensitive nature of the allegations, 
is all classified.” 

The investigation, conducted by the Naval Criminal 
Investigation Service, is still open, pending endorsement 
letters, Wierzbicki added. He was unable to immediately say 
when the investigation began. 

Hernandez’s firing came three weeks before his scheduled 
change-of-command ceremony. His relief was already 
onboard the ship for turnover, Wierzbicki said. 

Hernandez is the third CO relieved this year and the first 
from the submarine force. The previous two, however, were 
both relieved for inappropriate conduct. Cmdr. Mike Varney 
was the last CO relieved for mishandling classified materials; 
he was fired from command of the Seawolf-class attack sub 
Connecticut in June 2011. 

Wyoming is one of the first four submarines to receive 
female officers. They also began reporting late last year to the 
ballistic-missile submarine Maine and guided-missile subs 
Georgia and Ohio. At the time Hernandez was fired, there 

were three female officers onboard, including two submariners 
straight out of the training pipeline. But the firing has no 
connection with their arrival, Wierzbicki said. 

“They’ve checked onboard the Wyoming gold crew, 
specifically,” Wierzbicki said. “They continue to integrate 
smoothly. Their presence has no association with this incident 
or the change of command.” 

Wierzbicki declined to comment about where or when the 
mishandling of classified information had occurred, saying 
that the investigation was classified and still open. 

Asked why SUBGRU 10 waited to release information 
until queried by Navy Times, Wierzbicki replied: “He wasn’t 
relieved for cause, though. There’s no DFC involved,” he said, 
referring to the administrative measure known as detachment 
for cause, which is used to quickly find a relief. “It was just 
accelerated.” 

Hernandez graduated from the Naval Academy in 1991 
and holds a master’s degree from Harvard, according to his 
LinkedIn profile. Over his 21-year career, Hernandez served 
as the navigator and operations officer onboard attack sub 
Trepang, engineer on attack sub Toledo and second-in-
command on ballistic sub Rhode Island, Gold crew, according 
to a 2007 Navy news stand article. 

Hernandez is now transferring to the OPNAV staff in 
Arlington, Va. He could not be immediately reached for 
comment. 

Cmdr. Christopher Nash now commands the Wyoming’s 
gold crew. 
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FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
29. U.S. Navy Tries To Rein In Carrier Costs 
(DEFENSE NEWS 20 FEB 2012) ... Christopher P. Cavas 

The new aircraft carrier Gerald R. Ford (CVN 78) is the 
largest and most expensive ship in the U.S. Navy's 
shipbuilding program, with a total price tag to develop and 
build the ship topping $15 billion. 

And the cost is rising for the ship, the first of a new class 
of nuclear powered carriers likely to remain in production for 
several decades. The Navy, as part of its fiscal 2013 budget 
request released Feb. 13, is asking for another $811 million for 
"fact-of-life cost increases," a figure that will drive the ship 
closer to a congressionally imposed cost cap. 

Two of the Navy's top officials explained the reasons 
behind the increase in a Feb. 17 interview with Defense News. 

"This was a very unique ship," said Bob Work, 
undersecretary of the Navy. "The original Navy plan was to 
spread the transition of technology over three ships, and in the 
2002-2003 time frame the office of [then Defense Secretary 
Donald Rumsfeld] directed the Navy to put most of the 
technology into a single ship, which made our challenge very, 
very high." 

The ship's keel laying ceremony was held in November 
2009 at Newport News Shipbuilding in Newport News, Va., 
owned by, Huntington Ingalls Industries (HII). The Ford is 

scheduled to be delivered in September 2015, but construction 
delays have put that date in doubt. 

And, to get a better handle on the design and avoid similar 
problems, the Navy is seeking to delay by two years 
construction of the next ship in the class, the John F. Kennedy 
(CVN 79), although that won't change the one-every-five-
years pace at which carriers are bought. 

"We're about 17 weeks behind where we need to be to 
launch in July of 2013," Sean Stackley, the Navy's top 
acquisition official, said Feb. 17. "I do not propose to make 
that time up, because right now the most important thing 
we've got going on with the 78 is controlling cost. 

"I expect the delivery will delay by at least that much," 
Stackley added. "But we're managing that pretty tightly right 
now." 

As for the Kennedy, Stackley emphasized that "we're 
being very deliberate about capturing lessons learned from the 
lead ship. We do not want a build plan that repeats the build 
plan on the CVN 78. "That means that all the things that 
precede the start of construction associated with design, plans, 
material procurement, they all have to be exactly in line. And 
the degree of completion, outfitting, etc., associated with the 
construction of the build units, we're working that plan now so 
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that CVN 79, frankly, is built to a higher degree of completion 
and readiness each step of the way, than CVN 78." 

Stackley acknowledged that what he called the "optimal 
build plan" for the Kennedy "translates to a potentially two 
year delay for the delivery.” 

Work and Stackley said development of the new 
Electromagnetic Aircraft Launch System (EMALS) is not a 
factor in the Ford's current cost growth. 

"We continue to test and it continuous to go well" despite 
a couple of test wrinkles," Stackley said of EMALS. "But we 
don't have a scenario where the system is not meeting the 
testing requirement." Production at General Atomics of the 
system's components to be fitted in the ship also is "on 
schedule." 

But changes to the dual-band radar (DBR) program 
developed by Raytheon have led to a portion of the cost 
increases. 

"That's a fallout of the previous decision to not install the 
volume search radar on DDG 1000," Stackley explained, 
referring to a decision in 2010 to eliminate half the radar from 
the three Zumwalt-class destroyers. "That shifted the testing 
and integration requirements to the carrier, and that shows up 
as a bill on the carrier." The $811 million is being added to the 
Navy's 2014 and 2015 budget requests. The DBR accounted 
for most of the $208 million in government furnished 
equipment; $330 million is for non-recurring engineering 
design — essentially first of class design work — and $273 
million is for construction overruns. 

Construction costs for the Ford are capped by the 2007 
defense authorization bill at $11.8 billion in 2008 dollars, 
including $2.9 billion for detail design work and $8.6 billion 
for ship construction. Not included in that total is $3.7 billion 
in research, design, testing and engineering money. 

The ship's cost growth has affected the Navy's 
shipbuilding budget plans, which are already being reduced by 
the Budget Control Act. 

"It would be hard to say this $811 million caused a 
specific issue," Work said. "But at the macro level it 
contributed to us moving a submarine from 2014 to 2018, and 
to deciding to shift a destroyer from 2014 to 2013. You can't 
tie it directly, because we had a big cut in top line, so we were 
just juggling all the different requirements." 

Stackley noted he is keeping the pressure on the 
shipbuilder to hold down further cost growth on the carrier 
program. 

"I've made it very clear to HII that the issues that are most 
dear to the Navy and shipbuilding also happen to be the most 
dear to HII and shipbuilding," Stackley said. "Cost growth on 
the carrier has indirectly impacted those exact programs." 

No Effect On Force Level 
Any delay in the delivery of the Ford will not affect a 

congressionally mandated waiver to allow the carrier force to 
temporarily drop to 10 ships — a move the Navy requested so 
that it would not have to perform an expensive refit of the 
carrier Enterprise to keep that ship running through 2015. The 
Big E, soon to make its final deployment, is set to begin 
inactivation in November. 

The 10-ship waiver is tied to the decommissioning of the 
Enterprise and the entry into service of the Ford, and not to 
any specific date. 

Delaying the Kennedy's delivery to the fleet' from 2020 to 
2022 should not affect the Navy's carrier levels, Work said, 
because of an overlap period of a few years before the carrier 
Nimitz — the ship the Kennedy will replace — is 
decommissioned. The Nimitz now is scheduled for retirement 
in 2025, although the date can change. 

"Going up to 12 carriers for a couple of years incurs cost 
on the operations and support side. And on the construction 
side it pressurizes the construction schedule, and we want to 
be careful it doesn't create cost on the construction side," 
Stackley said. 
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30. Pentagon Cuts Could Cost U.S. More Money 
(FINANCIAL TIMES (UK) 21 FEB 12) ... Jeremy Lemer 

NEW YORK - The Pentagon, under pressure to slash 
spending, plans to slow down purchases of fighter jets, 
submarines and other expensive projects in order to trim 
billions of dollars from its budget. 

But military officials and defence industry executives 
warn that these moves, while saving cash in the near-term, 
could end up costing more over time. 

As part of the 2013 fiscal year budget request released last 
week, the U.S. defence department proposed to delay many 
expensive procurement programmes and postpone some 
construction projects. 

This should produce about $38bn in savings for the 
Pentagon over the next five years – or about 15 per cent of the 
$259bn in budget cuts that it has pledged to make through to 
the end of the 2017 fiscal year as part of broader efforts to 
reduce the federal deficit. 

But the Pentagon still plans to purchase much of the 
delayed equipment, pushing the costs out into the future and 
ultimately saving far less than advertised, if anything at all. 

These tactics could end up creating new headaches. Under 
the Budget Control Act, the Pentagon must cut almost $500bn 

over the next 10 years, so deferring expenses for five years 
may require bigger cuts later on. 

The Pentagon’s budget travails are likely to worsen. After 
a decade-long boom in defence spending, which swelled as the 
U.S. fought simultaneous wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, the 
defence department has found itself squarely in the line of fire 
as Washington wrestles over ways to reduce the national debt. 

The Pentagon is faced with having to cut an extra $600bn 
following last summer’s failure by a Congressional “super 
committee” to agree a debt -reduction deal. Leon Panetta, the 
defence secretary, has described a reduction of that size as 
potentially catastrophic. 

Still, experts argue that while delays may help save 
important equipment programmes from termination, the 
moves may add to overall costs. Keeping industry and 
government teams working on projects, but at a slower pace, 
soaks up cash. So does maintaining older equipment until new 
kit is ready. 

Calculating the additional costs is complex but they could 
be substantial. A UK Ministry of Defence report argued in 
2009 that constant deferrals in its £6bn annual equipment 



 

27 

budget led to between £920m and £2.2bn a year in extra costs 
for government and industry. 

The U.S. Government Accountability Office found in a 
report in 1997 that stretching out production in 17 major 
projects added more than $10bn to their total costs. 

In the latest U.S. reprogramming, the Pentagon plans to 
save $15.1bn up to September 2017 by deferring the purchase 
of 179 F-35 fighter jets, $4.3bn from delaying development of 
nuclear submarines and billions more from postponed building 
projects. 

The cost of the F-35s will rise as a result of the deferrals, 
according to Tom Burbage, director of the programme for 
Lockheed Martin, the lead contractor. The programme is 
already years behind schedule and over budget. 

The delay “will raise the overall average cost of the total 
procurement of all the airplanes bought”, Mr Burbage said. “It 
just changes the dynamics of the cost equation.” 

Robert Hale, comptroller for the defence department, 
acknowledged last week that “some of the stretch-outs will 
result in some higher unit costs”. 

“If we had our way, we probably wouldn’t have done it,” 
he said. “But I’d start from the initial premise: Congress 
passed the Budget Control Act, we have to be consistent with 
... that act. So we had to make these changes.” 

Budget ruses are a time-honoured tradition for 
departments under pressure. In the current round of cuts 
perhaps the most striking scheme is the broad practice of 
counting reductions from notional planned spending increases 
as real savings. 

Winslow Wheeler, director of the Straus Military Reform 
Project at the Center for Defence Information, likens the 
Pentagon’s logic to arguing “last year I planned to win the 
lottery. I didn’t, ergo, my flat salary this year means a gigantic 
pay cut.” 

If the Pentagon’s fuzzy math is ignored the effect is 
dramatic. For example, the department claims it will cut base 
spending by $45bn in fiscal year 2013 compared to its 2012 
plans but measured against its approved 2012 budget it will 
lose only $5bn. 
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31. F-35 Is In Next Stage Of Tests 
The next-generation fighter jet completes its first flight carrying external weapons. 
(LOS ANGELES TIMES 21 FEB 12) ... W.J. Hennigan 

The F-35, the military's next-generation fighter jet, has 
begun its first flight tests carrying external missiles at Edwards 
Air Force Base in the Mojave Desert. 

The stealthy, supersonic fighter, built by Lockheed Martin 
Corp., has been undergoing tests since its first flight in late 
2006. 

The F-35, known as the Joint Strike Fighter, will be used 
by the Navy, Marines and Air Force. Three versions of the F-
35 are being built -- one that can operate off aircraft carriers, 
one capable of short takeoffs and vertical landings, and a 
conventional fighter jet. 

All three F-35 variants will be built on the same 
production line at Lockheed's plant in Fort Worth. The center 

fuselage sections will be made by Northrop Grumman Corp. 
in Palmdale. 

The F-35 is the Pentagon's costliest program going; the 
Defense Department has plans to buy 2,443 of the aircraft at a 
cost of $382 billion. 

On Thursday, an F-35 took off carrying two air-to-air 
missiles under its wing, Lockheed said. In addition, the F-35 
carried two 2,000-pound bunker-busting bombs and two 
advanced medium-range air-to-air missiles in its two internal 
weapon bays. No weapons were deployed during the test 
flight, Lockheed said. 
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32. ONR Sees More Room For Autonomy On Cargo UAVs 
(DEFENSE DAILY 18 FEB 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

While unmanned helicopters deployed recently by the 
Marines to Afghanistan for carrying cargo have recently 
shown promise, the chief of naval research said the service is 
pursuing additional technologies to advance the concept and to 
develop greater autonomy. 

Rear Adm. Matthew Klunder, the head of the Office of 
Naval Research, said the current system is capable of 
autonomously flying to a pre-determined location to bring 
equipment and supplies to Marines in remote areas. But he 
wants to add to that capability, and envisions a system that 
would be able to operate on the basis of "intelligent logic" and 
allow the helicopter to assess terrain and safe landing zones 
and then inform Marines on the ground of where it intends to 
touch down. 

"We currently have UAVs (unmanned aerial vehicles) 
that we can take into theater and we can autonomously bring 
them into a pre-designated spot and offload," Klunder told 
Defense Daily after speaking at an event Friday hosted by the 
National Defense Industrial Association. 

"Now what I am talking about, through using intelligent 
logic in our system, I can now allow that air vehicle--manned 
or unmanned--to scan the environment and judge: Here's a 
good place to land to support a Marine Corps unit that is in 
this area," he said. 

Klunder said the Autonomous Aerial Cargo Utility 
System consists of developing a sensor package that can 
survey the landscape and integrate that information into the 
flight control system. Even more important is creating a 
capability that can interface with manned or unmanned 
vehicles across all of the services, he said. 

Klunder also wants to make the system easier to operate 
for "Joe Marine" on the ground. He foresees using smartphone 
style technology that would allow soldiers to quickly tell the 
aircraft where to go and let it carry out the mission on its own. 

"I need to be able to have any Marine, you or I, come up 
and use our iPhone kind-of mentality, or an Android mentality 
and...push the button and it happens," he said. "That's the 
autonomous piece that is very important." 
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ONR is working with industry and academia to move the 
technology forward, and even though it poses challenges, 
Klunder believes it is within reach. 

"We think that's something in the next few years we could 
accomplish," he said. 

The Marines in November deployed two unmanned 
Lockheed Martin-supplied K-MAX helicopters to Afghanistan 
and they have since carried out cargo missions. They were 

developed under the Cargo UAS program to meet an urgent 
requirement to rely less on ground convoys susceptible to 
ambushes or roadside bombs. 

Boeing has also been developing an unmanned helicopter 
known as the A-160T Hummingbird. The Hummingbird has, 
however, encountered technical problems and Naval Air 
Systems Command (NAVAIR) said last week it will not be 
deployed to Afghanistan (Defense Daily, Feb. 16, 2012). 
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33. ONR Scientists Bring Undersea Vehicles To Light 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 17 FEB 12) ... Grace Jean, Office of Naval Research 

ARLINGTON, Va. -- Scientists from the Office of Naval 
Research (ONR) will convene in Salt Lake City for an 
international gathering of marine science experts Feb. 20-24. 

Attendees of the 2012 Ocean Sciences Meeting can visit 
the ONR-sponsored exhibit booth to view unmanned 
underwater systems, see video demonstrations of ONR-
supported oceanographic research projects and talk with 
program officers from the Ocean Battlespace Sensing 
Department. Two semi-autonomous vehicles will be part of 
the display: Remote Environmental Monitoring Unit System 
(REMUS) and Sea Glider. 

"It's a good opportunity to learn new things, to meet with 
ONR's principal investigators for updates on the results of 
their research and to meet people doing interesting research 
that we didn't already know about," said Dr. Joan Cleveland, a 
deputy director for ONR's Ocean Sensing and Systems 
Applications Division. 

During the biennial five-day conference, ONR program 
managers will attend daily scientific presentations and plenary 
sessions and connect with scientists conducting research in 
fields pertinent to Department of the Navy projects. 

ONR will present the Walter Munk Award for 
Distinguished Research in Oceanography Related to Sound in 
the Sea to Dr. William A. Kuperman of the Scripps Institution 
of Oceanography. The award is named in honor of Dr. Walter 
Munk, a pioneer researcher who contributed greatly to the 
Department of the Navy's knowledge of oceanography and its 
application to naval operations. The award includes a 
certificate bearing the signature of the secretary of the Navy 
and the president of The Oceanography Society. 

The 2012 Ocean Sciences Meeting is sponsored by The 
Oceanography Society, the Association for the Sciences of 
Limnology and Oceanography and the American Geophysical 
Union. 
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34. Belle Chasse Squadron Would Be Decommissioned Under Budget-Cut Proposal 
(NEW ORLEANS TIMES-PICAYUNE 19 FEB 12) ... Paul Purpura 

Responding to an order from President Barack Obama’s 
administration to cut military spending, the Navy proposes to 
decommission a squadron at the air station in Belle Chasse, a 
move that would eliminate the only naval aviation unit 
dedicated to stemming the flow of illegal narcotics into the 
United States. Under the 2013 spending plan released 
Monday, the Navy Reserve’s Carrier Airborne Early Warning 
Squadron 77 would cease to exist Sept. 30. 

Known as the Nightwolves, VAW-77 has about 100 
active duty and reserve Navy aircrews and about 55 civilian 
contractors from Northrup Grumman who maintain the 
squadron’s six E-2C Hawkeye airplanes. 

Navy spokesman Lt. Paul Macapagal said last week the 
decision was based on “budgetary constraints." 

“While these choices were difficult, within the limits of 
the resources available to the Navy, we had to balance direct 
warfighting capability against missions like those assigned to 
VAW-77,” Macapagal said. 

VAW-77, a fixture at the Naval Air Station-Joint Reserve 
Base since 2008, played an instrumental role in the massive 
rescue operation following Hurricane Katrina. With their 
electronics and radar contained in a 25-foot disk called a 
“rotodome” atop their airplanes’ fusilages, the aircrews helped 
control airspace crowded with rescue helicopters. The 
squadron takes credit for rescuing 1,840 people in the New 
Orleans area. 

In its official mission, VAW-77, which costs under $25 
million annually to operate, routinely sends crews and 
airplanes to the Caribbean and Latin America to join the DEA, 

Coast Guard, CIA and other agencies in the war on drugs. 
While the squadron might be disbanded, Macapagal said the 
Navy “remains committed” to countering narcotics trafficking. 

“Our ships and aircraft have unique capabilities to detect 
and monitor criminal activities in the maritime domain 
especially tracking the movement, by sea and air, of illicit 
materials intended for the United States,” he said. 

The squadron was formed in 1995 at Naval Air Station, 
Atlanta, but the Navy it moved to Belle Chasse after the 
Georgia installation was shuttered in the 2005 Base 
Realignment and Closure round. 

Local officials have long sought to bolster the Belle 
Chasse base’s viability by guarding the units assigned there, in 
part because of its role as an economic engine. With about 
7,000 active duty and reserve Navy, Marine Corps, Air 
National Guard, Army Reserve and Coast Guard personnel, 
the air station is considered one of the state’s top employers. 

“I was very disappointed to learn that NAS-JRB will be 
losing a flying organization, and that is never a good thing for 
the community,” said retired Marine Corps Maj. Gen. David 
Mize, chairman of the Mayor’s Military Advisory Committee 
of Greater New Orleans. “But with that said, I do not think 
losing this one squadron hurts the long-term viability of NAS-
JRB as an active air station.” 

The Defense Department is seeking to shave $487 billion 
over 10 years. The reductions also would mean Barksdale Air 
Force Base at Bossier City could lose 24 A-10 Thunderbolt II 
airplanes. 
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Saying he is “really disappointed with this budget cut,” 
Sen. David Vitter, R-La., called it “the typical liberal approach 
of cutting spending primarily on the backs of our military 
when there are so many other programs that could have been 
considered.” 

Matthew Lehner, a spokesman for U.S. Sen. Mary 
Landrieu, D-La., said she will review the proposal as a senior 
member of the Senate Appropriations Committee, “and make 
sure that the region maintains its significant military 
footprint.” 

Plaquemines Parish President Billy Nungesser said his 
parish is “very disappointed.” In 2010, the parish helped 
purchase 201 acres off Barriere Road north of the air station’s 
main runway for $7 million to stop a residential development 
because the Navy said it conflicted with flight operations. 

“Plaquemines Parish and the state have worked so hard to 
support the base, both in services and in helping protect the 

land around it from encroachment for airspace,” Nungesser 
said. “This is a devastating blow after we have worked so hard 
to make the base what it is today.” 

The air station has seen threats during the past decade that 
resulted in victories and losses. 

For instance, in 2003, the Navy proposed moving Strike 
Fighter Squadron 204 to California and stripping it of its F/A-
18 Hornet fighters, a concept that met opposition from the 
Louisiana congressional delegation. VFA-204 remains in 
Belle Chasse, albeit flying aging fighters. 

Separately, the air station lost the Air Force Reserve’s 
926th Fighter wing, a unit built around a squadron of A-10s 
that saw action during the Persian Gulf War in 1991. The wing 
had more than 1,000 members, about 310 of whom worked 
full time. The wing was decommissioned in 2006. 
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35. Sea Otter Recovery Deal Threatened By 'Military Readiness' Legislation 
(SANTA CRUZ (CA) SENTINEL 19 FEB 12) ... Donna Jones 

Legislation introduced into Congress this week threatens 
to scuttle a deal to end a quarter-century exclusion of sea 
otters from Southern California waters. 

Rep. Elton Gallegly, R-Simi Valley, says HR 4043, the 
Military Readiness and Southern Sea Otter Conservation Act, 
aims to ensure the Navy can continue testing weapons on a 
remote Channel Island and to protect endangered abalone and 
the commercial shellfish industry. 

The move has angered sea otter advocates, who want to 
see the federally designated threatened marine mammal 
recover throughout its historic range, from Oregon to Baja, 
Mexico. 

The bill should be called "S.O.S., Sacrifice Otters for 
Shellfish," said Steve Shimek, executive director of The Otter 
Project in Monterey. 

The Otter Project and the Santa Barbara-based 
Environmental Defense Center took the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service to court in 2009 to end what is known as the 
translocation program. The Fish and Wildlife program, 
launched in 1987, sought to establish a backup population at 
San Nicolas Island in case of a natural or human-caused 
catastrophe, such as an oil spill. In a compromise designed to 
alleviate concerns of opponents, the federal agency also 
designated a "no-otter zone" south of Point Conception in 
Santa Barbara County. 

But the program is largely considered a failure, and 
federal wildlife officials settled with plaintiffs in 2010 with the 
understanding that the best route to recovery is to allow sea 
otters to expand into their natural range. 

Environmental review of the plan to eliminate the no-otter 
zone is well under way, with a final decision scheduled for 
release in December. 

Gallegly's bill would exempt the Navy, which conducts 
weapons testing on San Nicolas Island, from provisions 
protecting otters under the Endangered Species Act and 
Marine Mammal Protection Act and requires the Fish and 
Wildlife plan to ensure current levels of shellfish harvests. 

Gallegly spokesman Tom Pfiefer said the issue was 
brought to the attention of the congressman by area residents 
concerned about the impact on Naval bases in the area, and the 
language was worked out with the cooperation of the Navy. 

"This protects the Navy from undo measures under those 
acts," Pfiefer said. "Obviously, they'll still take care to protect 
(the otters)." 

Lt. Cmdr. Alana Garas, a Navy spokeswoman, declined to 
comment specifically on Gallegly's bill, saying it would be 
inappropriate for her to comment on proposed or pending 
legislation. 

"Preparing to execute the Navy's mission entails many 
aspects of fleet readiness that includes training on sea-ranges 
alongside environmentally sensitive areas and protected 
species, including the sea otter," Garas said. "We take our 
environmental stewardship every bit as seriously as we do 
training to defend our nation." 

Pfiefer said the Navy is the largest employer in Ventura 
County. 

But sea urchin fisherman, worried about their economic 
interests, have been the most outspoken foes of allowing otters 
to return. It's the provision related to shellfish harvests that's at 
the heart of the bill, advocates say. 

Military operations have rarely, if ever, harmed sea otters, 
they say. The issue is a red herring. Advocates say there's no 
way to guarantee the size of shellfish harvests, regardless of 
the presence of otters. 

But Shimek acknowledged otters will affect commercial 
fishing for sea urchins and lobster, a prime source of food for 
sea otters. The industry will adapt, he said. 

"If sea otters were to come back, you're not going to see 
commercial fisheries wiped out," Shimek said. "You're going 
to see what you see in Monterey, Half Moon Bay, Morro Bay. 
You're going to see a shift (among commercial fisherman) 
from shellfish to fin fish." 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife spokeswoman Lois Grunwald 
declined to comment. 
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BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
36. PCU Mississippi Commanding Officer Visits Namesake State 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 19 FEB 12) ... Lt. Cmdr. Jennifer Cragg, Commander, Submarine Group 2 Public Affairs 

PASCAGOULA, Miss. -- The commanding officer of 
Pre-Commissioning Unit Mississippi (SSN 782) is visiting the 
submarine's namesake state Feb. 19-21 in preparation for the 
upcoming commissioning this summer. 

"It's great to have another opportunity to visit the state of 
Mississippi and the Ole Miss NROTC unit. We continue to 
enjoy tremendous support from all around the state and 
particularly from our commissioning committee," said Capt. 
John McGrath. 

During his visit, McGrath will meet with University of 
Mississippi and University of Memphis NROTC midshipman 
and their faculty; members of the Mississippi Commissioning 
Committee; Eastern Mississippi Business Council and the 
mayor of Pascagoula. 

McGrath is conducting the namesake visit to draw 
awareness to the upcoming commissioning of the newest 

Virginia-class attack submarine, which will be commissioned 
in Pascagoula, June 2. 

McGrath, a native of Neptune, N.J., leads a crew of about 
140 officers and enlisted personnel. He graduated with 
distinction from the U.S. Naval Academy in 1990, earning a 
Bachelor of Science degree in Electrical Engineering. 

Virginia-class submarines are built under a unique 
teaming arrangement between General Dynamics Electric 
Boat and Huntington Ingalls Industries - Newport News. 
Construction on the submarine began in February 2007 and 
will be delivered this spring. 

Mississippi, like all Virginia-class submarines is designed 
to dominate both the littorals and deep oceans. It will serve as 
a valuable asset in supporting the core capabilities of maritime 
strategy, including sea control, power projection, forward 
presence, maritime security and deterrence. 
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37. Yokosuka Middle School Students Take A Field Trip Aboard Blue Ridge 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 17 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Fidel C. Hart, USS Blue Ridge Public Affairs 

YOKOSUKA, Japan -- Sailors from U.S. Seventh Fleet 
command ship, USS Blue Ridge (LCC 19), gave tours to 
students from a local middle school Feb. 17 as part of a 
partnership between the ship and school. 

During the event, organized by Lt. Donald Baker, ship's 
chaplain, the Sailors volunteered to provide tours, 
presentations and bake cookies for sixth grade students from 
Yokosuka Middle School visiting the ship . 

Baker said the students are known as the 'Blue Ridge 
Team,' and adopted the ship earlier in the school year. 

"They think highly of Blue Ridge. To help them see and 
understand what it is they are supporting was the most crucial 
thing for me," said Barker. "It's clear they are excited to be 
here. It goes beyond what they anticipated because they had 
no idea what we do and what it is like on a ship." 

More than 120 students, teachers and chaperones toured 
the ship's main deck, pilot house, miser tower, enlisted galley, 
library, foc'sle and damage control central. First class petty 
officers and junior Sailors in each of these areas gave 

presentations, answered the students' questions and engaged 
them with demonstrations. 

"Today has been a lot of fun," said Damage Control 
Fireman Allison Lance. "I work with this equipment every 
day. Having the students see it for the first time and trying it 
on was a blast. I miss field trips and I can tell they had fun." 

During their tour, several students were able to try on fire 
fighting equipment, look through the ship's binoculars and 
wear the hat of a food service officer. Chief Warrant Officer 
Brian 'Chow Boss' Ware, the ship's food service officer, 
designated some students 'honorary chow boss' when they 
toured the enlisted galley. 

"Making young kids mini chow bosses was great," said 
Ware. "They are going to remember this day for a long time. 
In about 10 or 15 years, one of the students may be my 
replacement. I made a statement to them that we are overseas 
upholding democracy, trying to keep the world safe. For them 
to see the groundwork where it starts at makes it a great event 
for everyone 
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38. NAS Whidbey Island Celebrates Black American Women 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 18 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Joan E. Jennings, Navy Public Affairs Support 
Element West, Det. Whidbey Island 

OAK HARBOR, Wash. -- Naval Air Station Whidbey 
Island (NASWI) held a ceremony in honor of Black History 
Month at the Skywarrior Theater on base, Feb. 17. 

The celebration honored 10 influential black American 
women and showcased their history through a timeline, from 
Sojourner Truth to Oprah Winfrey. 

"The main focus, besides celebrating influential American 
women, is to motivate and inspire," said Aviation 
Maintenance Administration 1st Class (AW) Christopher 
Elder, attached to Fleet Readiness Center Northwest, and 
coordinator of the celebration. 

The Navy and NASWI join in African-American/Black 
History Month observation held in February. Black History 
Month stemmed from Negro History Week, established in 

1926, by Harvard historian Dr. Carter G. Woodson and the 
Association for Study of Negro Life and History (ASNLH). 

"This month typically highlights some of our nations' 
darkest hours and some of our greatest triumphs in civil rights 
and equality," Elder said. "It is important to know where we 
have been as a nation to clearly lay out our path as we proceed 
into the future." 

Yvonne Y. Howard, the pastor at The City of Refuge 
Christian Church in Oak Harbor and retired Navy member, 
believes it is key to celebrate black women. 

"I think celebrating women is important and celebrating 
the black woman who has, throughout the years, had to endure 
so many deliberate hardships and come out as conquerors is 
especially noteworthy," Howard said. 
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America uses February as a time to study and reflect on 
the history of generations of African-American and their 
struggle against adversity to achieve equality. The Navy has 
achieved its own milestones as well with Lt. j.g. Harriet Ida 
Pickens and Ens. Frances Wills becoming the first African-
American officers in the Women Accepted for Volunteer 
Emergency Service (WAVES). 

"We are no longer limited to service ratings or just to the 
enlisted ranks," Howard said. "We can be who we are, who 
God created us to be; smart, beautiful, courageous people who 
have just as much to offer as the next guy." 

Today more than 123,000 active duty, reserve and civilian 
members of the Navy Total Force identify themselves as 
African-American. 

"Hopefully the race and gender card will lose its complete 
effectiveness," Howard said, "and we can continue on with 
business of mission essentials, saving lives, fighting for 
freedom's sake and protecting our country." 

Yeoman 3rd Class Jelinda Hill, of Patrol Squadron (VP) 
40, feels inspired by the path that previous black American 
women have given her. 

"It gives me encouragement to dream big and go for what 
I'm called to do," Hill said. 
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39. Okinawa Rejects Tokyo Environmental Assessment On Futenma Project 
(STARS AND STRIPES 21 FEB 12) ... Travis J. Tritten and Chiyomi Sumida 

CAMP FOSTER, Okinawa — The Okinawa government 
on Monday formally rejected Tokyo’s assessment that 
building a new offshore U.S. Marine Corps airfield would not 
harm the local environment. 

For more than five years, the U.S. and Japan have been 
trying to push through a plan to move the Marine base from 
urban Ginowan by reclaiming land on the northern part of the 
island for the construction of two V-shaped runways to be 
used by Marine helicopters and airplanes. In December, the 
Japan Ministry of Defense gave the U.S.-Japan project an 
environmental stamp of approval, and both governments were 
hoping the assessment would pave the way for construction 
work to begin. 

But in his rejection of the plan this week, Okinawa Gov. 
Hirokazu Nakaima said the toll of building the new airfield 
had been underestimated and the project could devastate 
marine wildlife and rain noise pollution onto the surrounding 
rural coastal community. 

“Preserving natural environment in Henoko is impossible 
under the current plan,” Nakaima wrote to the Okinawa 
bureau of the Ministry of Defense. “The planned project 
would cause irrevocable damages to the natural environment.” 

The governor listed 175 concerns he said were not 
addressed in the Tokyo assessment, including threats to the 
endangered dugong, a sea mammal similar to a manatee, and 
the noise of MV-22 Ospreys that would operate out of the new 
Marine Corps air station. 

“There is high possibility that the traffic of many work 
vessels would shut off [the dugongs’] northbound travel to the 
east coast, disrupting their breeding migration,” according to 
Nakaima. 

Nakaima and a panel of Okinawan environmental experts 
said the central government has also not sufficiently studied 
the effects of deploying the tilt-rotor Ospreys to the island 
after the Marine Corps recently announced plans to upgrade its 
global fleet of aging helicopters with the new aircraft. 

The rejection of the Tokyo assessment is a strong 
indication that the local government will refuse to grant the 
permits needed to build the runways, deepening a long-
running stalemate with the central government and leaving the 
future of Futenma in limbo. 

The governor said the environmental concerns could be 
solved by discarding the plan to relocate Futenma on 
Okinawa. 

“It is practically impossible to carry out the plan which 
was not supported by local community,” he wrote. “I believe 
that moving the operations elsewhere in Japan is a way to 
solve the problem rationally and promptly.” 

The U.S. and Japan agreed in 2006 to close the Futenma 
air station following outcry over the kidnap and gang rape of 
an Okinawa schoolgirl by U.S. servicemembers and the crash 
of a Marine Corps helicopter in 2004 on a local university 
campus. 

But plans to keep the air operations on the island have 
angered residents and caused national political turmoil for 
years. 

This month, the two allies made a landmark 
announcement that they will no longer hold up plans to 
relocate some 4,700 other Marine Corps forces to the U.S. 
territory of Guam while searching for a solution to the 
Futenma issue. 

The move has stoked fears here that the unpopular air 
station may be left behind as the U.S. redesigns its footprint in 
the region and could become a permanent fixture on Okinawa. 

During a visit to the island on Saturday, Defense Minister 
Naoki Tanaka assured Nakaima that will not happen. He has 
indicated Japan may seek construction permits for the project 
sometime this year. 

Meanwhile, the U.S. and Japan are currently negotiating 
revised plans for the placement of Okinawa Marines and said 
details will be released in coming weeks and months. 

Both governments maintain they are committed to 
relocating Futenma on the island. 
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NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
40. Soldier Energy Needs Outpacing Technology, Policy 
(NATIONAL DEFENSE MAGAZINE MARCH 2012) ... Eric Beidel 

Eric Shields, an engineer with the Naval Surface Warfare 
Center’s Carderock Division, never thought he would have to 
monitor the use of a microwave oven in Afghanistan. 

But that is exactly what he and his colleagues have been 
doing to gauge how much power Marines are using in theater. 

“If the microwaves and coffee pots are turned on at the 
same time, it could trip your generator,” Shields told a recent 
Institute for Defense and Government Advancement 
symposium. Sometimes a generator is left on too long, and the 
temperature inside the tent drops so much that Marines are 
forced to take their cots outside to sleep. 

The military over the past decade has been grappling with 
the issue of power and its effects on everything from the 
mundane — like microwaves and coffee pots — to the 
sustainment of troops on foot patrols. But after years of study 
and laboratory work, troops still need a multitude of batteries 
to power their many devices, all of it adding weight to 
sometimes already intolerable loads. 

In 2004, an Army platoon needed 889 batteries of seven 
different types that weighed about 160 pounds to power 13 
individual systems during a five-day mission. The demand for 
power has increased since then. 

“We’re using more energy per soldier than ever before,” 
said Army Col. Bruce McPeak, director of materiel systems 
development at the Combined Arms Support Command. “The 
fastest growing requirement on the battlefield today is electric 
power.” 

Part of the problem is that energy demands on the front 
lines are growing quickly and technology can’t keep up. But 
military leaders also are beginning to reflect on how their own 
policies contribute to the dilemma. 

“Weight is the problem,” said Army Maj. Mark Owens, 
assistant program manager for power at Program Executive 
Office Soldier. He suggested that one way to deal with the 
quandary would be to “take an appetite suppressant on the 
amount of capability we put out there.” 

Soldiers in Afghanistan have to power and carry around 
radios, GPS, day and night scopes, range finders and more. 
The Army is now bringing smartphones and new radio sets 
into the fold. Officials recognize that additional capability can 
translate to added pounds and confusion on the battlefield, 
where members of a single battalion could be in 40 different 
locations. The more soldiers and Marines are asked to do, the 
more equipment they are given, the more energy they need 
and the more weight they have to carry from place to place. 

“Everybody has fantastic capability, but what is it going 
to do for our power paradigm?” said Dave Schimmel, lead 
engineer for power systems at PEO Soldier. 

Military scientists constantly struggle with this issue. Jack 
Obusek, director at Natick Soldier Research, Development and 
Engineering Center in Massachusetts, likened it to beating his 
head against a wall. 

“We’ve been making lightweight stuff for 50 years,” he 
told National Defense last year. “How come we still load 
soldiers to 120 pounds?” 

Retired Marine Corps Col. James A. Laswell, technical 
director of the Marine Corps Warfighting Lab, echoed these 
sentiments at the symposium. 

A 120-pound load weighs the same if it is comprised of a 
few pieces of heavy gear or a bunch of lightweight gadgets, he 
said. 

It is accepted wisdom that a soldier effectively can carry 
about 30 percent of his body weight. Once his load eclipses 70 
pounds, his effectiveness begins to wane. Still, there are 175-
pound men carrying 140 pounds on their backs, Owens said. 
The problem is severe with the most forward of soldiers, the 
ones running up and down mountains far from any electrical 
outlets or vehicle plug-ins in places “only an animal can get,” 
he said. 

A number of initiatives are aimed at developing 
technology that fits seamlessly into a soldier’s uniform and 
can power all of their devices. Army scientists are working on 
electronic textiles that would take the place of cumbersome 
cables. This kind of power-producing webbing would “just 
fade away into [a soldier’s] tactical load so it’s not there,” 
Schimmel said. 

But the technology isn’t ready yet. 
The Army has deployed conformal batteries that soldiers 

can use for any of their devices. These batteries are shaped 
like an armor plate and can fit into the same location in a 
soldier’s vest. The goal is to have all of the gear connected to 
one power source that can also display data readings for the 
users. Industry trying to develop similar power managers 
should take note: The Army wants them measured in ounces, 
not pounds. 

“I already have 100 pounds on me, I don’t need a one-
pound brick,” Schimmel said. “I need a quarter-pound brick ... 
You can make the greatest widget in the world, but if it sticks 
out like a brick, the guy’s not going to want to wear it.” 

The service wants to do away with disposable batteries 
and is making strides in this area. In 2010, the Army bought 
more rechargeable batteries than primaries for the first time. 
Officials are trying to streamline the many batteries and 
chargers that troops use. They are looking into forms of 
wireless charging and using solar blankets to juice up devices. 
Soldiers should be able to share power on the battlefield the 
way they do ammunition, officials said. 

“We want one product that does everything,” Schimmel 
said. 

Batteries aren’t the only part the equation that needs to be 
improved, McPeak noted. He gave the laptop computer as an 
example. Battery life for laptops has gone from minutes to 
hours. There were improvements to the batteries, but the real 
step forward came from reducing the energy drain on the 
laptops, themselves, he said. 

“Maybe we need to start looking more closely at the items 
that are being powered as opposed to figuring out how to 
produce more power,” McPeak said. 

The Marine Corps has primarily been a land force during 
the war in Afghanistan and shares many of the Army’s power 
requirements. It also has seen a similar spike in energy use. 
The cost of batteries for a Marine rifleman company on a 
three-day patrol has increased nearly 30-fold in the past 10 
years. There has been a 250 percent increase in the amount of 
radios that Marines use and a 300 percent increase in the 
number of information technology devices. Along with that 
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comes a 380 percent increase in the weight of batteries they 
have to carry, according to statistics officials presented at the 
symposium. 

A new defense strategy seeks to shift the focus of the 
Marine Corps back to the sea, but this change will not reduce 
power demands, Laswell said. 

“I think that the emphasis on energy is going to be no less 
than it has been in the past as we go back into our roots as a 
sea-based power projecting force,” he said. “We’re finding 
this is remarkably similar to the issues we were facing in 
Afghanistan when it comes to power.” 

Both services have discovered that fuel cells may not be 
the answer for their infantries. These devices have not been 
wildly successful in tests with ground troops, officials said. 
They do not provide enough energy to justify their weight, and 
the ones currently available do not use the Army’s common 
JP-8 petroleum, Owens said. 

Marines are trying out a handheld drone that is powered 
by a small fuel cell that runs on propane. 

“It’s a little tough to get an infantryman like me to want to 
carry propane around,” Laswell said. 

Other concepts have been around for some time, such as 
those that use the body’s natural movements to create power. 
One system is installed in a boot heel. Each step sets off a 
rotation inside the device that generates power. Another relies 
on knee braces to do the same. The Marine Corps has looked 
into “lightning packs” that produce electricity as the person 
wearing it walks. More wattage is generated if the person runs. 

“Some of these things have been talked about for years 
but are just beginning to become efficient enough ... to be 
actually useful,” Laswell said. 

Solar technology also may be on the brink of 
breakthroughs, said Phillip Jenkins, head of imagers and 
detectors at the Naval Research Laboratory. Companies are 
making flexible arrays light enough for troops to wear on their 

helmets and uniforms, thin enough to roll up like window 
shades and strong enough that they continue working if they 
get bent. 

The Marine Corps is considering putting solar cells on 
Marine packs and helmets. The problem is generating power 
in places where the sun is not as glorious as it can be in the 
desert, Laswell said. The Marines need something that can be 
folded up and put into a cargo pocket, something flexible that 
can take a cut, deal with partial shading and still provide 
power, he said. 

The Air Force would like to add solar cells to the Raven 
unmanned aircraft that is a favorite of ground troops, Jenkins 
said. This would give the hand-launched drone nearly 
indefinite endurance when the sun is shining, he said. 

But daunting issues remain with the tactical use of solar 
power. When it comes to the growing field of organic 
photovoltaics, which can be flexible enough to wear and less 
expensive to produce, there is the irony that the cells actually 
degrade in sunlight. Another obstacle is color. The Army has 
been studying flexible solar cells for about 20 years, and 
scientists often have spoken about being able to make 
uniforms from them. But for now, solar panels do not come in 
camouflage, Jenkins said. They are black and rectangular and 
can be spotted by adversaries. 

Despite all of this innovation, the realization of the self-
sufficient soldier still is a long ways off. The problem is such 
that PEO Soldier is laying the groundwork for a soldier power 
program of record. But it will take that effort about two years 
to get up and running thanks to bureaucratic red tape, officials 
said. Still, the greatest gadgets in the world will mean nothing 
to a soldier if he still has to carry 100 or more pounds, they 
said. 

“I think we can solve this issue better with brainpower 
rather than backpower,” McPeak said. 

Return to Index 
 

41. Navy SEALs: Obama's Secret Army 
At a time when many Americans think their government is inept, the 'Special Operators' get the job done. 
Just ask the President, who is doubling down on the Navy SEALs. 
(NEWSWEEK 27 FEB 12) ... Daniel Klaidman 

One of President Obama’s earliest kills came in April 
2009. Somali pirates had stormed the Maersk Alabama, a U.S. 
container ship steaming across lawless waters off the Horn of 
Africa. The American crew of the ship had tried to overwhelm 
the pirates, who fled on a covered lifeboat, taking with them a 
53-year-old hostage: ship captain Richard Phillips. Armed 
with AK-47s and pistols, the pirates stashed Phillips below 
deck and threatened to kill him if they didn’t get $2 million in 
ransom. 

Barack Obama, not yet three months into his presidency, 
had already undergone a crash course in battlefield 
management. He had authorized drone strikes in Pakistan and 
sent 17,000 troops into Afghanistan. But until now, he had not 
experienced the personal immediacy and political risk of a kill 
operation involving an American hostage -- one that would 
play out largely in public view. Nor had he worked with 
SEAL Team 6, the elite “tier one” commandos who carry out 
many of the darkest missions in the shadow wars. 

Early on in the standoff, the Navy had requested 
permission to use force, but the White House held back. 
Military commanders had already dispatched a small armada 

to the scene, including a destroyer, the USS Bainbridge, and a 
frigate, the USS Halyburton. Transport planes ferried in the 
SEALs, who parachuted into the Indian Ocean with inflatable 
boats. On April 11, three days after the hostage taking began, 
Obama agreed to the use of military force -- but only if the 
captain’s life was in imminent danger. 

As Obama’s military advisers monitored events in the 
White House Situation Room, the president popped in for 
regular updates. SEAL Team 6 snipers were positioned on 
different ships to maximize the chances of getting off clean 
shots. At one point, the Navy laid a kind of a trap for the 
hostage vessel, but the pirates, by sheer luck, “waltzed” 
around it, according to a source involved in the operation. All 
the while, the pirates were drifting toward shore. If they were 
able to reach a Somali beach with their hostage, a rescue 
operation would be much more difficult. SEAL boats began 
zooming around the pirates, using “shouldering and blocking” 
tactics to keep them away from shore. 

By dusk on April 12 -- Easter Sunday -- SEAL snipers on 
the fantail of the USS Bainbridge were in position to shoot the 
pirates. But with the covered lifeboat bobbing on the water, it 
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was still difficult to get clean shots. They attached night-vision 
scopes to their rifles and waited. At one point, two of the 
pirates came into plain sight. The sharpshooters could see a 
third pirate through a window pointing his gun at Captain 
Phillips. Each sniper fired a single round, and it was over. 
Three shots, three dead pirates. A SEAL assault team boarded 
the lifeboat and took Phillips to safety. 

Back in the White House, officials quietly celebrated. So 
much could have gone wrong. For a young president with little 
experience overseeing military operations, a botched job 
would have invited charges of fecklessness from Republicans 
and drawn inevitable comparisons to Jimmy Carter. The 
generals also expressed relief. “Mr. President, it worked out. 
But if it hadn’t, it would have been my ass,” one military 
adviser told Obama. “It would have been our ass,” the 
president responded. 

Obama has come to rely more and more on “special 
operators” for many types of missions. In an era of dwindling 
budgets and dispersed, hidden enemies, when Americans have 
become fatigued by disastrous military occupations, the value 
of pinprick operations by elite forces is clear. The budget for 
the Special Operations Command has more than doubled since 
2001, reaching $10.5 billion, and the number of deployments 
has more than quadrupled. Now the head of that command, 
Adm. William H. McRaven, is calling for more resources and 
more autonomy. The New York Times reported on Feb. 12 
that McRaven is “pushing for a larger role for his elite units 
who have traditionally operated in the dark corners of 
American foreign policy.” He wants to expand Special 
Operations Forces in Asia, Africa, and Latin America, and 
have the authority to move forces and equipment as needed, 
assuring greater flexibility and speed. 

Who can blame him? This is a Special Ops moment. The 
Navy SEALs, in particular, have never appeared so heroic and 
effective. They killed Osama bin Laden in Pakistan last year, 
and just last month rescued two aid workers held hostage in 
Somalia. At a time when many Americans think their 
government is incompetent, the SEALs are public employees 
who often get the job done. They’re a morale booster, and they 
know it. Which may help explain why they collaborated in an 
upcoming full-length feature film starring active Navy SEALs 
called Act of Valor -- a controversial undertaking, originally 
intended to bolster recruitment, that some in the military 
regard as foolish and helpful only to the enemy. 

Obama wants to balance the need for the increasingly 
valuable services of special operators with a clear-sighted 
assessment of the strategic implications of expanding their 
missions. He’s right to be mindful of the dangers: mission 
creep, hubris, a messy “Black Hawk Down” disaster. Act of 
Valor represents its own kind of overreach: the military knows 
little about moviemaking, and the film reflects that. The 
kinetics will doubtless impress, but the acting and the script 
will not. (One SEAL, about to parachute into a dangerous 
mission, says to another: “I’ll tell you what, the only thing 
better than this right here is being a dad. Except for that whole 
changing-diapers thing.”) A better movie is likely to be one 
starring Tom Hanks, scheduled for release in 2013, about the 
Maersk Alabama episode. 

Other kinds of hubris get people killed, and can tarnish 
America’s standing for years. That’s partly why some U.S. 
diplomats, and even a few officers among the military brass, 
have expressed misgivings about expanding the role and 

power of Special Ops. Some of these critics worry that the 
Special Forces, if their numbers bloat further, won’t be so 
special anymore. “The whole idea of Special Ops is quality, 
not quantity,” says Peter Singer of the 21st Century Defense 
Initiative at the Brookings Institution. “But there are concerns 
in that community of, how big could it reasonably get before it 
gets bogged down?” 

The challenges of secret missions are many: legal, moral, 
practical. Few people are more aware of that than the man 
who ultimately pulls the trigger. Obama’s generally balanced 
approach to such missions is captured in the story of an 
operation against a key al Qaeda terrorist in September 2009. 

The CIA and military had been hunting Saleh Ali Saleh 
Nabhan for years. He was a suspect in the 1998 bombings of 
the American embassies in Kenya and Tanzania, and had been 
directly implicated in other deadly terrorist attacks in East 
Africa, including a suicide bombing of an Israeli-owned resort 
in Mombasa. He was an important link between al Qaeda and 
its Somalia-based affiliate, and a potential wealth of 
information on how the jihadist networks operate. Killing him 
would have been a significant victory, but capturing him alive 
could have been even better. 

After months of patiently watching him, American 
intelligence officers suddenly learned that Nabhan was 
preparing to travel along a remote desert road in southern 
Somalia. There wasn’t much time to act. Early one September 
evening, more than three dozen officials assembled by secure 
videoconference to consider options. The meeting was led by 
Adm. Mike Mullen, chairman of the Joint Chiefs. After a short 
introduction, he called on Admiral McRaven, then head of the 
Joint Special Operations Command (JSOC) and one of the 
military’s most experienced terrorist hunters. Nabhan had 
been under close surveillance for months. He had stayed 
mostly in heavily populated areas, where the risk of casualties, 
either to civilians or American soldiers, was too great to 
launch a raid. But now it looked as if Navy SEALs had the 
narrow window of opportunity they’d been hoping for. 

McRaven told the group that Nabhan’s convoy would 
soon be setting out from the capital, Mogadishu, on its way to 
a meeting of Islamic militants in the coastal town of Baraawe. 
The square-jawed Texan and former Navy SEAL crisply laid 
out the “Concepts of Operation” that had been developed in 
anticipation of this moment. Several options were spelled out, 
along with the military hardware that would be required for 
each, as well as collateral-damage estimates: 

The military could fire Tomahawk cruise missiles from a 
warship off the Somali coast. This was the least dangerous 
option in terms of U.S. casualties but not the most precise. 
(Missiles have gone astray, hitting civilians, and even when 
they strike their target, they don’t always take it out.) Such 
missile strikes had been a hallmark of the Bush administration. 
For all of its “dead or alive” rhetoric, the Bush White House 
was generally cautious when it came to antiterrorist operations 
in anarchic areas like Somalia. The second option was a 
helicopter-borne assault on Nabhan’s convoy. There was less 
chance of error there: small attack helicopters would allow the 
commandos to “look the target in the eye and make sure it was 
the right guy,” according to one military planner. The final 
option was a “snatch and grab,” a daring attempt to take 
Nabhan alive. From a purely tactical standpoint, this was the 
most attractive alternative. Intelligence from high-value 
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targets was the coin of the realm in the terror wars. But it was 
also the riskiest option. 

Unstated but hanging heavily over the group that evening 
was the memory of another attempted capture in Somalia. 
Many on the call had been in key national-security posts in 
October 1993 during the ill-fated attempt to capture a Somali 
warlord that became known as “Black Hawk Down,” after a 
book of the same name. That debacle left 18 dead Army 
Rangers on the streets of Mogadishu, and inspired al Qaeda 
leaders to think they could defeat the American superpower. 
As Daniel Benjamin, the State Department’s coordinator for 
counterterrorism, said during the meeting: “Somalia, 
helicopters, capture. I just don’t like the sound of this.” 

As everyone left the meeting late that evening, it was 
clear that the only viable plan was the lethal one. Obama later 
signed off on Operation “Celestial Balance.” The job was 
given to SEAL Team 6, officially known as United States 
Naval Special Warfare Development Group, or DEVGRU, 
under the command of JSOC. (DEVGRU is the most elite 
team in the SEALs; its members refer to others as the 
“vanilla” teams.) The next morning Somali villagers saw 
several low-flying attack helicopters emerge over the horizon. 
Several AH-6 Little Birds, deployed from U.S. naval ships off 
the Somali coast, approached the convoy, strafing Nabhan’s 
jeep and another vehicle. Nabhan and several other militants 
were killed. One of the helicopters landed just long enough for 
a small team of commandos to scoop up some of Nabhan’s 
remains -- the DNA needed to prove he was dead. 

One of the debates around such operations, then and now, 
concerns something called Sensitive Site Exploitation (SSE). 
From their experiences in Iraq and Afghanistan, Special Ops 
Forces had learned that the best intelligence often comes from 
sifting through after-action debris. They wanted not just to kill 
terror targets but to rummage through their belongings -- what 
the spooks call “pocket litter.” “This is where the [political] 
fight comes,” says a Pentagon official involved. “From that 
day forward we wanted to put our boots on the ground to do 
SSE, but the president was not supportive ... That would 
become the issue between Special Operations Forces and the 
administration.” An official involved in such issues says the 
Pentagon misinterpreted many of the questions the president 
had about such operations. He was not opposed -- as the 
Nabhan case illustrates -- he just wanted to do cost-benefit 
analysis on a case-by-case basis. 

Obama has certainly been impressed with the Special Ops 
-- their precision and their professionalism. A wooden board 
that hangs above the SEAL training grounds in Coronado, 
Calif., is inscribed with a line that all newbies internalize: 
“The only easy day was yesterday.” Instructors make sure 
“everything goes wrong” on a training mission, says Don 
Mann, 53, a retired SEAL and author of Inside SEAL Team 
Six. Mock raids include surprise booby traps, faulty 
equipment, and unexpected snipers. Special operators “will get 
off [a real] mission and say that was a piece of cake, only 
because they were used to difficult training,” Mann says. 

Still, no amount of training can teach fighters what they 
can learn in life-and-death situations. Better-honed skills are 
one clear benefit of the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, where 
special operators carried out mission after mission. Some of 
those went badly, of course. In one such case in 2010, SEAL 
Team 6 conducted a predawn raid to rescue Scottish aid 
worker Linda Norgrove and three Afghan colleagues from 

their Taliban captors. Tragically, a grenade thrown by one of 
the commandos killed Norgrove. Many special operators have 
also sacrificed their lives, including 22 on a helicopter that 
was shot down in Afghanistan last August. Howard Wasdin, a 
former SEAL whose memoir, Seal Team Six, came out a week 
after the bin Laden raid, says the high risk of death is built into 
the job. “We used to have a saying,” he remarks: “Live fast, 
die young, and leave a good-looking corpse.” 

The wars in Iraq and Afghanistan also accustomed the 
special operators -- and their political bosses -- to cross-border 
operations. There was hesitation at first. In 2007, for instance, 
when the insurgency was raging in Iraq, al Qaeda fighters 
were pouring across the Syrian border to join the fight against 
America. U.S. intelligence believed the Syrian government 
had either helped or looked the other way. The Bush 
administration placed diplomatic pressure on Damascus to try 
to end the terror pipeline, but the problem persisted. 
Something had to be done. 

In October 2008 Gen. David Petraeus ordered a bold 
helicopter-borne assault inside Syria. Two dozen commandos 
dropped out of Black Hawk helicopters into the village of 
Sukkariyah, about six miles from the Iraqi border. Their 
mission was to kill or capture Abu Ghadiyah, an al Qaeda cell 
leader who was coordinating the movement of foreign fighters 
into Iraq. A gun battle erupted and as many as nine terrorists 
were killed, including Abu Ghadiyah. The Americans returned 
to base unharmed. Syria closed down several U.S. institutions 
in Damascus and protested to the United Nations. 

There were more such raids that the military has never 
discussed. Over time, the al Qaeda pipeline was effectively 
shut down, at least for a while. 

In some lawless places, or countries that harbor terrorists, 
such operations may be necessary. But what about elsewhere? 
The Act of Valor movie shows the SEALs moving from place 
to place -- Costa Rica, the high seas, Somalia, Mexico -- 
treating the world as their war zone. (They cooperate with 
Mexican forces, but elsewhere they seem to march to their 
own music.) In real life they do a lot of collaborating, but 
there are risks even in projecting a more aggressive 
Hollywood image to the rest of the world. 

The Rambo approach doesn’t always sit well with 
diplomats. “If you start taking out people all over the world in 
other people’s countries, some of whom we are at peace with, 
I think you’ll get into some serious diplomatic issues of people 
saying the U.S. isn’t the global police,” says Ronald 
Neumann, a former deputy assistant secretary of state who 
now runs a Washington nonprofit. “There is also the risk a 
mission will eventually go wrong and we’ll end up with lots of 
prisoners somewhere in the world.” 

Others worry that the military is conducting spy missions 
without the same kind of scrutiny that is given to the CIA or 
other civilian agencies. “The challenge is, how do you balance 
operational efficiency, JSOC’s main talent, against the need 
for oversight?” says Marc Ambinder, coauthor of a recent e-
book on Special Ops. Military critics have their own concerns. 
“One of these days, if you keep publishing how you do this, 
the other guy’s going to be there ready for you,” fumed retired 
Army Lt. Gen. James Vaught at a recent conference in 
Washington. He was speaking directly to Admiral McRaven: 
“Mark my words. Get the hell out of the media!” Vaught 
knows a thing or two about how things can go wrong. He ran 
the task force that tried to rescue the U.S. hostages in Iran in 
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1980, which became a fiasco after aircraft ran into dust storms 
and encountered other unexpected problems. 

McRaven responded to Vaught’s criticism by saying that 
the military is in a different era now and needs to be more 
open. “With the social media being what it is today, with the 
press and the 24-hour news cycle, it’s very difficult to get 
away from it,” he said, adding that “not only does the media 
focus on our successes, we’ve had a few failures. And I think 

having those failures exposed in the media also kind of helps 
focus our attention, helps us do a better job.” McRaven also 
defended Act of Valor as a natural progression from earlier 
portrayals of Special Ops in Hollywood. He recognized the 
value of such images as a recruitment tool, and related them to 
his own experience. His infatuation with the military and 
Special Ops began, he said, when he saw John Wayne in The 
Green Berets. 

Return to Index 
 

42. 50-Year Anniversary Of John Glenn's Mission Around The Earth 
Half a century ago, John Glenn circled the earth in a space capsule named Friendship 7 and restored a bit of 
American confidence 
(MIAMI HERALD 18 FEB 12) ... Fred Grimm 

KENNEDY SPACE CENTER -- Two old heroes 
remembered their fellow Project Mercury astronauts, the ones 
who are gone now. And something else, something crucial, 
something gone missing from the American space program. 

“I was thinking that we needed five more chairs on stage 
today,” John Glenn said. 

Glenn and Scott Carpenter, Glenn’s back-up on Feb. 20, 
1962, when an Atlas rocket blasted him off into orbit, came to 
the Kennedy Space Center Friday to remember an era when 
those first dicey Mercury missions were the stuff of national 
drama. When the space race with the Soviets was a driving 
national obsession. When John Glenn was the quintessential 
American hero. “The adulation and attention was 
unbelievable,” Glenn said Friday. 

Tom Wolfe, in The Right Stuff, called him the “last true 
national hero,” and 50 years after Glenn’s first reach into the 
firmament, when stars of sports, movies, reality television and 
other frivolities have come to monopolize the public 
adoration, Wolfe seems more right than ever. 

“I’m just sorry those other five guys aren’t with us,” said 
Glenn, 90, still Marine straight, looking as fit as he did on his 
return trip to space on the Shuttle Discovery in 1998 as the 
world’s oldest astronaut. 

Glenn, who also served three terms in the U.S. Senate, 
and Carpenter are the only astronauts of the original Mercury 
Project still alive. Gus Grissom died in 1967, when his 
spacecraft was engulfed in flames while still on the launch 
pad. Deke Slayton died of cancer in 1993. Alan Shepard died 
of leukemia in 1998, Gordon Cooper died of heart failure in 
2004, and Wally Schirra died of a heart attack in 2007. All 
names once familiar to every school kid in America. 

But it was the death, or at least the hiatus, of the 
American manned space program that cast another kind of 
poignancy over Friday’s commemoration. 

The 50th anniversary of Glenn’s three turns around the 
earth, four hours, 55 minutes and 23 seconds aloft, has 
coincided with the cessation of NASA’s manned space flights. 
After 135 missions over three decades, the last space shuttle 
flew in July. Congress hasn’t found the funds to build the 
booster and spacecraft that might take Americans to the moon 
or Mars or beyond. 

The Kennedy Space Center continues with unmanned 
flights. (Weather caused a postponement of an Atlas launch on 
Friday. “Welcome to the space program,” joked Glenn, who 
suffered through 11 postponements before his first blast into 
space.) 

Private industry has been working with NASA toward 
manned commercial flights, but at the moment the U.S. has no 
engines to carry astronauts into space. It gave the celebration a 
kind of eulogistic air. Glenn lamented that America now has 
become dependent on Russian Soyuz rockets to ferry U.S. 
astronauts and supplies to the International Space Station. “As 
unseemly as that may seem for the world’s most spacefaring 
nation.” 

He added, “If something happens to the Soyuz, we have 
no way of getting into space.” Or to the International Space 
Station, “the most unique laboratory ever devised by man,” in 
which, he noted, the U.S. has already invested $100 billion. 

The description of this dismal present made for a stunning 
contrast to Glenn’s memories of that harrowing Mercury 7 
adventure. He described the unknowns of zero-gravity space 
flight 50 years ago, when the whole of NASA had less 
computing power “than the cellphone in your pocket.” 
Ophthalmologists worried that his eyeballs would lose their 
shape, he said. “I had an eye chart taped in the capsule.” No 
one knew how fluids in the inner ear would react. Or even if a 
human being could digest food in zero G. 

And the flight itself was fraught with danger, as the 
capsule’s heat shield began to tear away on reentry. Flaming 
chunks of the retro rocket came flying past his window. The 
automatic controls failed. Glenn was forced to fly a flaming 
capsule home. Home to the role of national hero. 

Carpenter, who followed Glenn into orbit three months 
later, called fame “an occupational hazard.” He said Friday he 
thought of the fame astronauts attracted as no more than “a 
shiny spot on an old coat.” 

But the space program now suffers from something quite 
on the other side of fame: public indifference, along with a 
lack of enthusiasm among political leaders. Glenn said the 
space program never recovered from President George W. 
Bush’s 2004 decision to replace the shuttle flights with a 
program to reach the moon and Mars — “but without the 
funding.” 

More than money is needed to save the manned space 
program. Glenn spoke of the need to “galvanize public 
support” and “reenergize our thinking.” He wants astronauts to 
inspire American kids to renew their flagging interest in math 
and science. 

The old hero knew, without saying it, what’s needed to 
save the space program: 

A new American hero. Another John Glenn. 
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43. Military Branches Can Offer 15-Year Retirement 
(KILLEEN (TX) DAILY HERALD 20 FEB 12) ... Colleen Flaherty 

With the Army slated to cut 80,000 soldiers through 
attrition and other means during the next six years, a lapsed 
force management tool has become available again. 

The annual National Defense Authorization Act, signed 
into law Dec. 31, allows military branches to offer retirement 
to some personnel at 15 years, instead of the standard 20. The 
option hasn't been available since 2002. 

"The (Temporary Early Retirement Authority) provides 
another option for the services' force shaping toolkits," 
Defense Department spokeswoman Elaine Lainez said in an 
emailed statement. "Use of this, and other authorities, is up to 
the service secretaries, as they manage their end strength." 

Although the Army has not announced when or if it will 
implement the option, the Navy plans on allowing a certain 
number of enlisted Sailors to apply for it, Chief of Naval 
Operations Adm. Jonathan W. Greenert announced last month. 

The Army last exercised this option during the force 
reduction of the 1990s. Between 1992 and 2002, 16,255 
active-duty soldiers opted for early retirement, according to 
Army records. 

Congress didn't renew the Temporary Early Retirement 
Authority following 2002, however, as the military again 
began to grow with the demands of emerging conflicts 
overseas. 

Now, as those wars wind down and the Defense 
Department must shrink its budget, at least one group believes 
the 15-year option is a good choice. 

Retired Air Force Col. Steve Strobridge, of the Virginia-
based Military Officers Association of America, said he was 
involved in designing the service's 15-year retirement option 
in the 1990s as its chief of compensation, and advocated for 
the option again this year. 

"We got the authority (in the 1990s) mainly because 
without it, we would have had to involuntarily separate people 
with fairly lengthy service, and we didn't think that was right," 
he said. "It didn't completely eliminate involuntary separation, 
but it certainly provided a lot of relief to certain people short 
of 20 (years)." 

Target Overages 

If branches reinstate the option in a format similar to last 
time, it won't be available to everyone, Strobridge said. 
"Usually, they do it in overage skills areas or do it for people 
who have been passed over once for promotion — those who 
are somewhat less competitive." 

Of the Army's 150 military occupation specialities, more 
than half were over-strength at the beginning of the year in at 
least one skill level, according to information from the Army 
Human Resources Command, at Fort Knox, Ky. 

Although his artillery occupation specialty doesn't put 
him at a high risk of involuntary discharge, longtime 1st 
Cavalry Division soldier Sgt. Stephen Mondy, 30, said last 
week the 15-year option was interesting. 

"I think it should be an available option for people that 
want to get out early," he said, adding that people would have 
to carefully assess their future earning potential. 

For now, Mondy, currently assigned to the 170th Infantry 
Brigade at Baumholder, Germany, said he plans to stay in the 
Army for at least 20 years. "(After) 20 years, we only get a 
percentage of our benefits, and 15 years, of course, would 
mean even less. It's all about long-term planning." 

Strobridge agreed that the 15-year retirement option isn't 
as padded as the traditional plan. While active-duty military 
personnel get pensions equal to 50 percent of their average 
earnings during their last three years of service, those retiring 
early would get 2.5 percent less for each year of service less 
than 20. They'd also incur an additional 1 percent penalty for 
each year of service less than 20. 

A soldier with 15 years of service, for example, would get 
37.5 percent of his average end salary, minus 5 percent of that 
total. 

But like 20-year retirees, Strobridge said, "you get full 
medical benefits and Commissary and (Post) Exchange 
benefits, that kind of thing." 

The option would save the military money in the long run 
and is the right thing to do, he added. "It's more expensive 
than involuntarily separating people, but that's a matter of 
conscience." 
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44. Head Of Madigan Removed From Command Amid PTSD Probe 
(SEATTLE TIMES 21 FEB 12) ... Hal Bernton 

Col. Dallas Homas has been administratively removed 
from command of Madigan Healthcare System less than a year 
after taking over the top leadership position at the Western 
Washington military medical center. 

Homas' departure, announced Monday, comes as the 
Army Medical Command launches an investigation into 
Madigan's treatment and screening of soldiers with post-
traumatic stress disorder. 

The investigation is looking into complaints by soldiers 
that their PTSD diagnoses were improperly reversed and into 
comments a Madigan psychiatrist made about how costly 
PTSD diagnoses were for taxpayers. 

During a U.S. House Appropriations subcommittee 
meeting this month, Lt. Gen. Patricia Horoho, the Army 
surgeon general, also said the investigation would examine 
whether undue command influence was involved in the 2010 
closure of a Madigan outpatient PTSD treatment program. 

While the investigations are ongoing, Homas has been 
administratively removed from his position, according to Maj. 
Gen. Philip Volpe, who heads the Western Regional Medical 
Command, which oversees Madigan. 

"This is a common practice during ongoing investigations 
and nothing more," said Volpe. "Through this action, all 
leadership, both at Madigan and throughout the Western 
Regional Medical Command, reaffirms their faith and trust in 
the investigation." 

Homas is a West Point graduate who has had a 
distinguished career in Army medicine that included 
deployments to Afghanistan and Iraq, where he served as 
Command Surgeon. His military honors include two Bronze 
Stars. 

"I remain optimistic that the truth will come out with 
these investigations," Homas said Monday. "I don't feel that I 
or my team have done anything wrong." 
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Homas was appointed Madigan's commander in March 
2011. Responding to news about the PTSD investigation, 
Homas said recently, "We welcome the opportunity to show 
investigators our procedures and practices and are committed 
to doing so with the utmost transparency and cooperation." 

Madigan is on Joint Base Lewis-McChord south of 
Tacoma and has been a major health-care facility for soldiers 
returning from tours of duty in Iraq and Afghanistan. 

The focal point of the Army Medical Command 
investigation is a Madigan forensic psychiatric team that has 
the lead role in screening soldiers being considered for 
medical retirement due to PTSD. 

The current Madigan system for screening PTSD patients 
was set up in October 2008, according to a statement from 
Madigan. At that time, Horoho, the current surgeon general, 
served as Madigan's commander, according to The 
Mountaineer, a Madigan publication. 

Soldiers diagnosed with PTSD gain at least a 50 percent 
rating of disability, and qualify for pensions, family health 
insurance and other financial benefits. 

In 2011, an ombudsman investigated complaints from 
soldiers who said that the forensic psychiatric team had 

reversed earlier diagnoses of PTSD, and tagged some of them 
as possible malingerers. 

The ombudsman also wrote a memo about a lecture in 
which a member of the forensic psychiatric team talked about 
the need to be "good stewards" of taxpayer dollars and not 
rubber stamp PTSD diagnoses that could result in a soldier 
earning $1.5 million in benefits over a lifetime. 

The ombudsman investigation resulted in more than a 
dozen soldiers getting the chance for a second PTSD screening 
by doctors from Walter Reed National Military Medical 
Center outside Washington, D.C. 

Fourteen of those soldiers will have the results of their 
Walter Reed reviews detailed beginning Tuesday in individual 
meetings at Madigan with Col. Rebecca Porter, chief of 
behavioral health, Office of the U.S. Army Surgeon General. 

In the weeks ahead, more are expected to get second 
reviews at Walter Reed. 

While the investigation unfolds, Dr. William Keppler, the 
leader of Madigan's forensic psychiatric team, has been 
suspended from clinical duties. 

Also in the interim, Col. Mike Heimall, commander, 
Irwin Army Community Hospital, Fort Riley, Kan., will 
assume command of Madigan as its interim commander. 
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45. Justice Dept. Backs Equal Benefits For Gay Couples In Military 
(NEW YORK TIMES 18 FEB 12) ... Charlie Savage 

WASHINGTON--The Obama administration on Friday 
said it would not defend the constitutionality of statutes 
blocking same-sex military spouses from receiving marriage 
benefits--including rights to visitation in military hospitals, 
survivor benefits, and burial together in military cemeteries. 

In a letter to the House speaker, John A. Boehner, 
Attorney General Eric H. Holder Jr. said that the Justice 
Department shared the view of plaintiffs in a lawsuit in 
Massachusetts that such laws — including a part of the 
Defense of Marriage Act, and statutes governing veterans’ 
benefits —are unconstitutional. 

Mr. Holder announced nearly a year ago that the Obama 
administration would no longer defend a section of the 
Defense of Marriage Act that prevents federal recognition of 
same-sex marriages that are legal at the state level. In 
response, House Republicans hired a legal team to defend it in 
the other lawsuits. 

Mr. Boehner and other Republicans have strongly 
criticized the move, saying the Justice Department has a duty 
to defend federal statutes. A spokesman for Mr. Boehner’s 
office referred questions to lawyers hired by the House, who 
did not respond to an e-mail. 

As in the earlier case, the administration also said Friday 
that it would continue to enforce the statutes applying to same-
sex military spouses unless Congress repealed them or a court 
ruling striking them down. In his letter on Friday, Mr. Holder 
invoked the same reasoning that he cited a year ago in the 
other cases: laws treating people in same-sex marriages 
differently from heterosexual relationships serve no 
compelling government interest and violate the Constitution’s 
guarantee of equal protection under the law. 

“The legislative record of these provisions contains no 
rationale for providing veterans’ benefits to opposite-sex 
spouses of veterans but not to legally married same-sex 
spouses of veterans,” he wrote. “Neither the Department of 
Defense nor the Department of Veterans Affairs identified any 
justifications for that distinction that could warrant treating 
these provisions differently from” the marriage act. 

The lawsuits that generated the administration’s decision 
a year ago involved civilian legal matters, such as the right of 
a surviving spouse not to pay estate taxes on inherited assets. 
The new lawsuit involves military-related matters. 
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46. Growing Military Gay Group Aims For Benefits 
Defense resort to host gathering 
(WASHINGTON TIMES 21 FEB 12) ... Rowan Scarborough 

An association of gays in the military has more than 
doubled its membership since last year, is setting up more on-
base chapters, and plans to hold its next national conference at 
a Defense Department resort at Walt Disney World. 

The expansion of the group OutServe in the five months 
since the repeal of the Pentagon's ban on open gays shows 
how a steady stream of service members is coming out of the 

closet and becoming better organized to achieve demands for 
more benefits. 

Air Force 1st Lt. Josh Seefried, OutServe's co-director, 
said its current 4,900 members are more than double the 
number on Sept. 20, when the prohibition ended. There are 
now 42 local chapters at bases around the world. 

"We're about to become the largest [lesbian, gay, 
bisexual, transgender employee resource groups] in the 
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world," Lt. Seefried told The Washington Times. "We're about 
to pass the major corporations such as IBM and Microsoft as 
the largest gay organization for employees." 

Local chapters are becoming more active. 
The OutServe group at Bagram Air Base in Afghanistan, 

a nation at war, recently produced a video starring three 
enlisted personnel who give advice under the theme of "It Gets 
Better," a slogan of the gay-rights movement. 

"Don't allow anyone to tell you you can't do anything," 
says Staff Sgt. Steven Procter. 

"Life does get better, but it won't get better until you start 
to accept yourself for who you are," says Staff Sgt. Shelise 
Harmon. 

The video concludes with scenes of military personnel 
across the base holding up makeshift "It Gets Better" signs. 

OutServe attracted more than 200 people to its first 
national conference in Las Vegas last fall, when Douglas B. 
Wilson, assistant secretary of defense for public affairs, spoke 
to the group. 

It expects to double that number Oct. 25-28, when the 
second conference opens at Shades of Green, a 586-room 
resort in Orlando, Fla., owned by the Defense Department. 

Lt. Seefried said OutServe sent solicitations to about 40 
cities, including Orlando, whose tourism department contacted 
Shades of Green, which then sought the booking. 

"One thing we like about the military property is it gives a 
very low hotel rate for your younger troops who attend," he 
said. "You can't beat the hotel rates there, and that's a big 
driver." 

Shades of Green is one of three Armed Forces Recreation 
Centers in the U.S.; others are in Hawaii and Virginia Beach. 

"This resort is designed to provide R&R for our nation's 
brave servicemembers, their families and certain other eligible 
persons," the website states. 

"Imagine a peaceful wooded setting surrounding 586 
oversized guest rooms, cascading waterfalls, lush tropical 
gardens, spectacular views from private patios and balconies 
amid stunning sunrises. With diverse dining options, 
championship golf, plenty of kids' activities and a premier 
location on Walt Disney World Resort, Shades of Green has 
all you are looking for in a totally relaxing vacation 
destination." 

The name reflects the camouflage battle uniforms of four 
military branches. 

Elaine Donnelly, who heads the Center for Military 
Readiness and worked to keep the ban on gays in the military, 
said OutServe is showing itself to be divisive. 

"OutServe is a gay activist group using provocative 
tactics to advance their agenda in the military, and to establish 
themselves as a special-interest group pushing self-serving 
demands," Mrs. Donnelly said. "Special-interest advocacy 
groups, which are inherently divisive, are not permitted for 
any other cohort in the military." 

Gay-rights groups have listed a number of demands since 
the end of "don't ask, don't tell," including allowing cross-
dressers and transsexuals to serve openly, and providing 
benefits for the spouses of gays. 

The Pentagon said it cannot provide such benefits because 
of the federal Defense of Marriage Act, which defines 
marriage as the partnership of one man and one woman. 
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47. High Court Examines Lying About Military Exploits 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 21 FEB 12) ... Mark Sherman 

WASHINGTON - Xavier Alvarez was in good company 
when he stood up at a public meeting and called himself a 
wounded war veteran who had received the top military 
award, the Medal of Honor. 

Alvarez was lying about his medal, his wounds and his 
military service, but he wasn't the first man to invent war 
exploits. 

He was, however, one of the first people prosecuted under 
a 2006 federal law aimed at curbing false claims of military 
valor. 

Concerns that the law improperly limits speech and turns 
people into criminals for things they say, rather than do, are at 
the heart of the Supreme Court's review of his case and the 
Stolen Valor Act. 

Veterans groups have come to the aid of the Obama 
administration, which calls the law a narrowly crafted effort to 
protect the system of military awards that was established 
during the Revolutionary war by Gen. George Washington. 
The high court will hear the case Wednesday, which is 
Washington's 280th birthday. 

"They're committing fraud. They're impersonating 
somebody else. They take on attributes of somebody else, 
attributes of a hero who served honorably," said Pam Sterner, 
whose college term paper calling for the law wound up in the 
hands of members of Congress. "When you do that, 
impersonating someone else, that's fraud, not freedom of 
speech." 

Civil liberties groups, writers, publishers and news media 
outlets, including The Associated Press, have told the justices 
they worry the law, and especially the administration's defense 
of it, could lead to more attempts by government to regulate 
speech. 

When he established military decorations in 1782, seven 
years before he was elected as the nation's first president, 
Washington himself also prescribed severe military 
punishment for soldiers who purported to be medal winners 
but weren't. Since then, many men have embellished their war 
records, and some have won special recognition. 

It long has been a federal crime to wear unearned medals, 
but mere claims of being decorated were beyond the reach of 
law enforcement. 

The House of Representatives has more than once voted 
to name a post office after men who claimed awards they 
never received. The Air Force named an award after a man 
who falsely claimed to have survived the Bataan Death March 
and been awarded the Silver Star in World War II. The Boxing 
Writers of America named its perseverance award after the 
late Pat Putnam of Sports Illustrated because of his made-up 
tale of surviving a Chinese prisoner of war camp in the Korean 
War and receiving a Navy Cross. 

The Stolen Valor Act aimed to solve that problem, and 
garnered significant support in Congress during a time of war. 

"The admiration and respect for the military increased 
dramatically after 9/11 and the false claims, as well," said 
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Thomas A. Cottone Jr., a retired FBI agent who investigated 
phony award cases. 

Alvarez made his claims by way of introducing himself as 
an elected member of the Three Valleys Municipal Water 
District in Pomona, Calif. There is nothing to suggest that he 
received anything in exchange or that listeners especially 
believed him. 

Even Alvarez' lawyers acknowledged their client 
sometimes has trouble telling the truth. "Xavier Alvarez lied," 
they declare in the first sentence of their Supreme Court brief 
and go on to recount six separate lies in the next few lines. 

He lied when he claimed he played hockey for the Detroit 
Red Wings, married a Mexican starlet who made paparazzi 
swoon, was an engineer, rescued the American ambassador 
during the Iranian hostage crisis and was shot when he went 
back for the U.S. flag. Alvarez also lied, they said, when he 
talked about his military service. 

But the lies Alvarez told harmed no one, they said, so 
what he did couldn't be considered fraud. 

A three-judge panel of the 9th U.S. Circuit Court of 
Appeals in San Francisco struck down the law as an 
unconstitutional restraint on free speech and said the 
government might instead invest in an awards database that 
would make it harder for people to lay claim to medals they 
never won. Last month, the 10th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals 
in Denver upheld the law in a separate case, saying the First 
Amendment does not always protect false statements. 

The issue might never have reached this stage if not for 
the efforts of Sterner, and her husband, Doug. 

He is a decorated Vietnam veteran who has made it his 
work in recent years to ensure that service members get the 

recognition they deserve and expose those who falsely claim 
acts of heroism under fire. Rather than wait for the 
government to act, Doug Sterner has entered nearly 100,000 
award citations since Civil War in his online database, 
including all 3,475 Medal of Honor winners in U.S. history. 
His archive is used by the Military Times newspapers, 
published by Gannett Co. 

Pam Sterner went back to school in her early 40s at 
Colorado State University in Pueblo, Colo. In a political 
science course, she wrote a paper that grew out of her 
husband's frustrations over phony award claimants whose 
worst punishment was public embarrassment. That paper 
eventually led to the Stolen Valor Act. 

Doug Sterner's database did not save Rep. Jason Chaffetz, 
R-Utah, from some embarrassment when he invited cameras 
and reporters to watch him pin medals on an elderly Korean 
War veteran in June. 

The veteran, Myron Brown of Utah, said his 
Distinguished Service Cross and Silver Star were awarded 
belatedly, and he asked Chaffetz to present them to him 
publicly. 

After the ceremony took place, Sterner and others raised 
questions about the medals and the Pentagon confirmed to 
Chaffetz in December that they were not authentic. 

"Others have been burned by this. I have too, but I want 
to solve the problem," Chaffetz told the Salt Lake Tribune. He 
is planning a hearing of the House Oversight and Government 
Reform subcommittee he leads to explore creating a 
government-run awards database. 
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48. Pearl Harbor Survivor From Rome Receives Navy And Marine Corps Commendation Medal 
(SYRACUSE POST-STANDARD 20 FEB 12) ... Alaina Potrikus 

When the first torpedo hit the USS West Virginia at Pearl 
Harbor, shipfitter Sylvester “Syl” Puccio of Rome followed 
protocol and began to close hatches, doors and ventilators to 
make the ship’s compartments water-tight. 

With the ship already listing 28 degrees, Puccio had to 
think quickly when a fellow shipfitter told him that the keys to 
the compartment needed to initiate counterflooding were in 
another section of the ship. 

“I knew I couldn’t break the lock on the locker, so I took 
a large crank from the cable towing reel and attacked the 
hinges and demolished the locker door,” Puccio wrote of his 
experience on Dec. 7, 1941. 

After peeling back the door, Puccio cranked open the 
counter flooding tank valves on the starboard side, allowing 
the ship to right itself. Without it, the USS West Virginia 
likely would have suffered the same fate as the nearby USS 
Oklahoma, which turned upside down in eight minutes, 
trapping more than 400 people. 

More than 70 years after his action, Puccio was awarded 
the Navy and Marine Corps commendation medal Monday at 
the Franklin Hotel in Rome, surrounded by friends, family and 
fellow veterans. 

“Sir, I salute you,” Lt. Commander Kevin Newman told 
Puccio, 91, after pinning the medal on his jacket. 

Puccio’s children said their father never shared the 
significance of his actions. 

“He never talked in his stories like he was a hero,” said 
his son, John Puccio. “He just told what he did that day.” 

It took the research of Roger Hare of Auburn, whose 
father also served aboard the USS West Virginia, to discover 
the “man who saved the Wee Vee,” as the ship was known. 

“I always knew that I owed my life to the anonymous 
Sailor that bashed open that locker,” Hare said. If not for 
Puccio, Hare’s father, Howard, might have perished, and Hare 
wouldn’t be here. 

Hare said Puccio didn’t share his story initially out of 
respect for the Sailors that didn’t survive the attack. But Hare 
pored over Navy records and found additional evidence of 
Puccio’s actions in a report filed by a lieutenant. He submitted 
Puccio for Monday’s commendation with the help of U.S. 
Rep. Richard Hanna, R-Barneveld. 

Puccio’s ceremony was attended by USS West Virginia 
fireman Bill Langston, who said he was in the bowels of the 
ship at the time of the attack. 

“It took me a long time to reach topside,” Langston said. 
“If you had not stopped the ship from tipping and rolling over, 
I would not have been able to reach the deck.” 

Hare said there were hundreds of other veterans – and 
now their children, grandchildren and great-grandchildren – 
who owe Puccio a similar debt of gratitude. 

“We’re are all in awe of how many people are alive today 
because of one simple action,” John Puccio said. 
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Sylvester Puccio said he still remembers the lessons he 
learned from his shipmates – including those who didn’t 
survive the attack. 

“I always tried to live what I learned in the Navy,” Puccio 
said. “We were like a family.” 
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49. Week In Review Feb 11, 2012 - Feb 17, 2012 
(YOUTUBE 17 FEB 12) ... U.S. Navy 

Welcome to this week's U.S. Navy multimedia production 
featuring selected images from around the fleet received 
during the week of Feb 11, 2012 - Feb 17, 2012. 

The images represent the work of the many naval 
photographers deployed worldwide and submitted to Navy 
Visual News Service. For access to more than 100,000 high 
resolution photos visit: 
    http://www.navy.mil/view_photos_top.asp  and 
http://www.flickr.com/photos/usnavy/    . 

View U.S. Navy YouTube Channel 
View Clip (RT: 1:51) 
Broadcast Clip - 7 in :70 (Feb. 17, 2012) 
(YOUTUBE 17 FEB 12) U.S. Pacific Fleet 
A quick look at events and issues from the past week 

around Pacific Fleet making headlines at 
http://www.cpf.navy.mil. 

View Clip (RT: 1:10) 
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OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
50. Panetta Survives Bombardment Of Hill Criticisms, Concerns About Defense Budget Cuts 
(WASHINGTON POST 21 FEB 12) ... Walter Pincus 

Defense Secretary Leon E. Panetta has joked that he 
wants a combat badge “with clusters” for his three days on 
Capitol Hill last week spent fighting off critics of the Obama 
administration’s fiscal 2013 defense budget. 

During his appearances before the Senate and House 
Armed Services committees and the House Appropriations 
defense subcommittee, Panetta — a former eight-term House 
member himself — defended the $45.3 billion in proposed 
trims meant to meet provisions of the August 2011 Budget 
Control Act. 

No member called for deeper reductions. Instead, Panetta 
faced member after member who questioned the stretching out 
of purchasing aircraft, or the cancellation of a weapons 
system, or the changing of pay or health care or retirement 
costs, or the possible shift of mission or closing of a base or a 
National Guard or reserve unit. 

Panetta confessed Friday afternoon during a town hall 
meeting at Barksdale Air Force Base in Louisiana: 

“I’ve been in hearings for the last three days… I think I 
should get some kind of award going through that… [Laughs.] 

“I mean, I told — I told General [Martin] Dempsey [the 
chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, who appeared with him] 
I need a new, you know, combatant — a new combat badge 
[laughter] for going to Capitol Hill — with clusters 
[laughter].” 

But there are serious fiscal lessons from this first week of 
hearings on defense. 

First, forget about the sequestration threat to take an 
additional $500 billion from Pentagon spending in the next 10 
years. It’s not going to happen. Congress has to find some 
additional revenue streams — a war tax, for example — or cut 
spending somewhere else. 

These initial hearings clearly showed that the 
administration will have its hands full just maintaining the 
proposed 2013 reductions. 

Take the decision to halt procurement of one version of 
the unmanned, long-range surveillance aircraft, Global Hawk 
Block 30. The Pentagon will buy 21 and not the previously 
planned fleet of 31. Fourteen of these unmanned aerial 

vehicles are in service, four are in production, and three more 
have been funded at roughly $200 million each. 

The administration’s plan is to put the 21 in storage and 
continue using piloted U-2 aircraft for intelligence and 
surveillance missions. 

Both the Global Hawk and the U-2 have two basic sensors 
— one for imagery, another to intercept electronic messages. 
The latter sensors are roughly equal, but imagery on the U-2 is 
“far superior,” said Air Force Lt. Gen. Larry O. Spencer of the 
Joint Staff. “It would be cost prohibitive to try to get the 
Global Hawk to be as capable as the U-2,” he said. 

“The Block 30 Global Hawk has fundamentally priced 
itself out of our ability to afford it when the U-2 gives in some 
cases a better capability and in some cases just a slightly less 
capable platform,” Dempsey told the House Armed Services 
Committee. 

Panetta repeatedly had to defend his support of unmanned 
systems when asked about the Global Hawk decision. 

Before the House subcommittee, he said, “When you look 
at the cost effectiveness here, actually the U-2 provides an 
even better picture at a lesser cost and does the job.” He even 
pointed out that other elements of Global Hawk — the Block 
40 version, which provides a unique ground surveillance 
capability — are still being procured from Northrop 
Grumman. 

If you think the Block 30 battle is over, think again. 
According to the Feb. 13 issue of the San Diego-based 

North County Times, Northrop spokesman Jim Stratford said 
“the Air Force has told us that there is no change to the 
contract and that we are to continue work as contracted.” 

Northrop, which disputes the claim that the Global Hawk 
is too expensive, has the option of making its arguments 
directly to Congress. “So it really is too early in the process to 
speculate on any reductions,” Stratford told the North County 
Times. 

Another procurement change that drew repeated questions 
related to the F-35 Joint Strike Fighter, the highly complex, 
fifth-generation aircraft with stealth capability and highly 
sophisticated, new offensive and defensive technologies. 
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About 2,400 are to be bought over more than a decade. It 
is the Pentagon’s most costly procurement program. The 
decision was made to slow down production schedules 
because planes were being built while development work was 
still being done on key systems. For example, software 
controlling the F-35’s major war-fighting functions, the most 
complex ever planned for an airplane, has been delayed so that 
the last block will not be introduced to the aircraft until at least 
June 2015. 

While 29 F-35s will be funded in 2013, 179 fewer aircraft 
will be produced in the next five years, saving about $15.1 
billion. The 179 will be bought in later years. 

More than once, Panetta had to answer questions from 
lawmakers who argued that when you delay production in 

large acquisition programs such as the F-35, your costs 
increase. 

Slowing production, Panetta explained to the House 
subcommittee, would allow the manufacturer to “incorporate 
the changes that have to be made and make it less expensive 
when it comes to full production, as opposed to go into full 
production and then [later] having to make horrendous 
changes that are going to add to the cost.” 

When the same question came up later in the same 
hearing, Panetta was briefer: “We want to make damn sure 
that we don’t wind up… redoing these planes and adding to 
the cost. That’s what I’ve got to be careful of, and that’s why 
we slowed the production of these planes.” 

Let’s give Panetta another oak-leaf cluster, but don’t bet 
he’s going to come out a total winner in this particular war. 
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51. The End Of American Intervention 
(NEW YORK TIMES 19 FEB 12) ... James Traub 

For the last 20 years we have lived amid the furious 
clangor of war — and debates over how to wage it. The 
intense and urgent clashes in the 1990s over “humanitarian 
intervention” gave way to pitched battles over “regime 
change” and “democracy promotion” after 9/11, and then to 
arguments over “counterinsurgency strategy,” a new battle for 
hearts and minds, as Barack Obama ramped up the war in 
Afghanistan. 

The foreign policy debate has often felt like an 
ideological cockfight. And now, although we have not yet 
realized it, that era has come to an end. 

For proof, you need look no further than the Pentagon’s 
new “strategic guidance” document, issued last month in the 
wake of Mr. Obama’s pledge to cut $485 billion from the 
defense budget over the coming decade. It repeats many of the 
core objectives of recent American national security strategy: 
defeat Al Qaeda, deter traditional aggressors, counter the 
threat from unconventional weapons. 

But it also states, “In the aftermath of the wars in Iraq and 
Afghanistan, the United States will emphasize nonmilitary 
means and military-to-military cooperation to address 
instability and reduce the demand for significant U.S. force 
commitments to stability operations.” It goes on to note that 
“U.S. forces will no longer be sized to conduct large-scale, 
prolonged stability operations.” 

With this paragraph military planners signaled an abrupt 
end to the post-9/11 era of intervention. Only a few years ago 
the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan — wars of occupation, 
nation-building and counterinsurgency — looked like the face 
of modern conflict. Now they don’t. Americans don’t believe 
in them and can’t afford them anymore. 

The strategic guidance hit one other very new note: While 
American forces will continue to maintain a significant 
presence in the Middle East, the planners wrote, “We will of 
necessity rebalance towards the Asia-Pacific region.” This is 
bureaucratic code for “we will stand up to China,” which, the 
Obama administration has concluded, has superseded Al 
Qaeda as the chief future threat to American national security. 

To say this is not merely to assert that one region has 
taken precedence over another but that the traditional threat of 
the expansionist state has supplanted the threat of the stateless 
actor that emerged after 9/11. Of course, global problems like 
climate change, epidemic disease, nuclear proliferation and 

terrorism won’t go away. But in matters of war and peace, we 
seem to be returning to a more familiar world in which great 
powers maneuver for advantage. 

We left that world behind, or so we thought, with the end 
of the cold war, which deprived America of its traditional 
enemy and thus raised the question of whether and when we 
would resort to force. 

The answer came in the mid-1990s, when the Clinton 
administration felt compelled to respond to political chaos in 
Haiti and mass violence in the Balkans. Force could be used in 
the pursuit of justice. During the 2000 election campaign, 
George W. Bush vowed to put an end to these moralistic 
enterprises and to focus instead on great-power relations. 

But 9/11 turned those plans upside down. Indeed, the 
Bush administration’s 2002 national security strategy asserted 
that “America is now threatened less by conquering states than 
we are by failing ones.” Mr. Bush, far more than Mr. Clinton, 
yoked the use of force to a transcendent principle, insisting 
that America “must defend liberty and justice because these 
principles are right and true for all people everywhere.” 

Those were fighting words, and not just abroad. The 
debate over the war in Iraq revived many of the old debates 
from the Clinton era. Liberal internationalists like the British 
prime minister, Tony Blair, joined American neoconservatives 
like William Kristol and Robert Kagan in arguing for the use 
of force to bring about transformative political change, while 
“realists” on the left and right warned of the danger of reckless 
adventures. 

The era we have now entered will be a less ideologically 
charged one. The questions raised by China’s growing 
ambitions are categorically different from those provoked by 
9/11. China is an emerging power, and once having found 
their footing, emerging powers usually seek to expand at the 
expense of their neighbors. 

The world is accustomed to dealing with this kind of 
problem, which involves persuading the bumptious power that 
its interests lie in cooperation rather than in confrontation. 
And there is a fair amount of consensus in policy circles about 
how to deal with it. Conservatives have been sounding alarms 
about China’s military ambitions for several years, and the 
Obama administration has now begun to execute a “pivot” to 
Asia. On a visit to the region, President Obama announced 
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that America would station 2,500 Marines in Australia, even 
as it decreased military commitments elsewhere. 

Whatever policy the Obama administration or its 
successor adopts toward China, the broader East Asian region, 
unlike the Middle East, is filled with stable, and largely 
democratic, states. The United States does not have to defend 
liberty and justice there. Regime change, democracy 
promotion and nation-building will be off the table. So, for 
that matter, will war. 

America is not about to go to war with China, or with 
anyone else in Asia. The struggle to balance Chinese ambition 
will be left mostly to the Navy and Air Force, and our allies in 
the region. And it will not be a metaphysical one: the very 
complicated relationship with China is much less a clash of 
worldviews than of interests. 

Finally, there is the elemental fact that America can no 
longer afford its own ambitions. The failure of last year’s 
bipartisan effort to solve the deficit crisis triggered automatic 
cuts that are supposed to double the half-trillion dollars 
already scheduled to be sliced from the Pentagon budget. 

In his 2010 book, “The Frugal Superpower,” Michael 
Mandelbaum argued that the contraction of the American 
economy meant that “the defining fact of foreign policy in the 
second decade of the 21st century and beyond will be ‘less.’ ” 
Mr. Mandelbaum, himself a leading realist, suggested that the 
chief victim of the new austerity will be “intervention.” 

It may be so, though the NATO air campaign in Libya 
shows that humanitarian intervention is neither defunct nor 
doomed to failure. Such ventures, however, will be very rare, 
as the current stalemate over Syria implies. The coming years 
may well be a period of at least relative austerity, modesty and 
realism. Should we feel relieved? 

It is easy enough to say that the United States should no 
longer fight wars of occupation in the Middle East, or seek to 
promote democracy through regime change, or undertake 
counterinsurgency campaigns on a massive scale. But in a 
world of weak and failing states, are we also to abandon 
ambitious hopes to help build stable and democratic 
institutions abroad? Is foreign aid to wind up on the junk heap 
of failed dreams? 

America has been and can continue to be a force for good 
in the world. But those of us who have championed an 
idealistic foreign policy have been deeply chastened by the 
failure of so many fine hopes and have been forced to 
recognize both how much harm the United States can do with 
the best of intentions and how very hard it is to shape good 
outcomes inside other countries. So we must accept, if 
uneasily, the future which now seems to lie before us: We will 
do less good in the world, but also less harm. 

James Traub is a columnist at foreignpolicy.com and a 
fellow at the Center on International Cooperation. 
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52. Israel's Risky Option 
(LOS ANGELES TIMES 21 FEB 12) ... Dalia Dassa Kaye 

Talk of a military strike on Iranian nuclear facilities is not 
subsiding. If diplomacy can't head off Iran's nuclear ambitions, 
advocates for a military strike in Israel and the United States 
will only gain strength. While proponents may believe that 
Israel can endure the short-term military and diplomatic 
fallout of such action, the long-term consequences are likely to 
be disastrous for Israel's security. 

Those believed to favor a military option, such as Israeli 
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and Defense Minister 
Ehud Barak, argue that the Middle East with a nuclear-armed 
Iran would be far more dangerous than a military attack to 
prevent it. But their position rests on a faulty assumption that a 
future, post-attack Middle East would indeed be free of a 
nuclear-armed Iran. In fact, it may result in the worst of both 
worlds: a future nuclear-armed Iran more determined than 
ever to challenge the Jewish state, and with far fewer regional 
and international impediments to do so. 

Let's consider a post-attack Middle East. The risk factors 
are well known: potential Iranian retaliation in the Levant, the 
Persian Gulf and perhaps against Israeli and American 
interests abroad, as well as destabilizing consequences for 
global oil markets. Those Israelis who favor a strike believe 
that such retaliation would be limited and in any case less 
harmful than facing a nuclear-armed Iran. 

Those opposed to an attack, such as former Israeli Mossad 
head Meir Dagan, believe the risks are too uncertain and 
potentially too costly to justify a strike; in their view, covert 
actions will be more effective in slowing Iran's program, with 
fewer repercussions. 

The consensus among Western analysts is that a military 
attack against Iran would at best delay Iran's nuclear 
development, not stop it. This is because Iran's nuclear 

facilities are believed to be widely dispersed and deeply 
buried, and because the nuclear expertise that Iran has 
developed so far cannot be eradicated through military strikes. 
On top of that, military attacks could push Iran to weaponize 
its program. 

Thus, what the region's future may hold is not an Iran that 
has or hasn't acquired nuclear weapons, but rather a nuclear-
armed Iran that has or hasn't been attacked by Israel. 

Why should Israelis be worried about these alternatives? 
Because while a nuclear-armed Iran that hasn't been attacked 
is dangerous, one that has been attacked may be much more 
likely to brandish its capabilities, to make sure it does not face 
an attack again. That could lead to escalation between two 
nuclear adversaries that have no direct lines of 
communication. Cold War-style deterrence is not likely to 
work well under such circumstances. 

Absent an attack, there is at least the possibility Iran may 
seek only a "virtual" capability -- reaping the benefits of 
deterrence by possessing the technology necessary to build a 
weapon but not actually doing so. Such a posture would still 
be worrisome and would require intrusive inspections to 
maintain, but it would be far less destabilizing than an openly 
nuclear-armed Iran. It would also decrease the incentives for 
neighboring countries to consider a nuclear option. 

A unilateral attack by Israel would also diminish the 
determination of the international community to challenge 
Iranian transgressions of its Nuclear Nonproliferation Treaty 
commitments, or to continue to support Israel. The Obama 
administration has left "all options on the table," but it clearly 
does not want a military strike. 

Key players in Europe, not to mention smaller powers in 
Asia, would view military action as undermining diplomatic 
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and economic options to solve the problem. Russia and 
China's response would be more hostile, jeopardizing Israel's 
growing political and economic relations with both countries. 

Regional reactions would also be negative, further 
inflaming anti-Israel sentiment in Arab nations. Iran has been 
losing ground with Arab populations disillusioned with its 
repression at home and its support for President Bashar 
Assad's brutal repression in Syria, but an Israeli strike could 
allow Iran to bounce back as it plays the victim and fuels 
popular hatred toward Israel. 

Likewise, Israel's relationship with key neighbors Egypt 
and Jordan, more beholden to popular sentiment in the 
aftermath of the Arab uprisings, could be severely strained, 
putting at risk vital peace treaties. Any prospect of shared anti-
Iranian sentiment forging quiet common cause between Israel 
and Arab Persian Gulf states or Israel and Turkey would 
dissipate. 

Israel has never been integrated into the Mideast. But 
Israel has rarely faced total isolation. When Israel has 
confronted Arab nationalist adversaries in the past (Egypt and 
Iraq), it had the non-Arab "periphery" to turn to (Iran and 
Turkey). When Israel perceived a rising threat from Iran, it 
turned to peacemaking with its Arab neighbors. Israel has not 
faced a strategic situation in which it is isolated from Arabs 
and non-Arabs alike, while at the same time facing growing 
international isolation. 

To many in Israel, nothing could be worse than a future 
with a nuclear-armed Iran. But a future with a nuclear-armed 
Iran that has been attacked by Israel could actually be a lot 
worse. 

Dalia Dassa Kaye is a visiting fellow at the UCLA Burkle 
Center for International Relations and a senior political 
scientist at the Rand Corp. 
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53. The Toughest Op 
Following Bin Laden and Qaddafi, will special forces troops be tasked with taking out Bashar al-Assad? 
(FOREIGN POLICY 17 FEB 12) ... Robert Haddick 

This week, the New York Times reported on a draft 
proposal circulating inside the Pentagon that would 
permanently boost the global presence and operational 
autonomy of U.S. special operations forces. According to the 
article, Adm. William McRaven, the Navy SEAL who 
oversaw the raid that killed Osama bin Laden and who is now 
the commander of U.S. Special Operations Command 
(SOCOM), is requesting additional authority and 
independence outside of the normal, interagency decision-
making process. 

After the successful direct action strike against bin Laden 
and SOCOM's important role in training allied security forces 
in Afghanistan, the Philippines, and elsewhere, it is easy to 
understand how McRaven's command has become, as the New 
York Times put it, the Obama administration's "military tool 
of choice." A larger forward presence around the world and 
more autonomy would provide McRaven's special operations 
soldiers with some of the same agility enjoyed by the irregular 
adversaries SOCOM is charged with hunting down. 

McRaven's request for more operational authority is an 
understandable reaction to the additional responsibilities the 
Obama administration and the Pentagon are heaping on 
SOCOM's shoulders. In the post-Afghanistan era, it will be 
more politically difficult for U.S. policymakers to employ 
large numbers of conventional ground forces. But the work of 
hunting down terrorists and training foreign security forces in 
unstable areas will go on -- missions that will fall to 
McRaven's men. In addition, U.S. policymakers expect 
McRaven's troops to track down loose weapons of mass 
destruction anywhere in the world and to conduct discreet on-
the-ground reconnaissance and intelligence gathering when 
high-tech overhead systems can't collect the information 
needed. 

But the growing crisis in Syria could provide the most 
challenging test for McRaven and the operating authorities he 
seeks. Last year's successful overthrow of Muammar al-
Qaddafi showed how outside military support for insurgents -- 
a core special forces mission called unconventional warfare 
(UW) -- can produce decisive results with a small investment. 
Should a coalition of Arab and Western powers eventually 

intervene in support of Syria's rebels, McRaven and his 
operators might face their most complicated mission yet. 

The New York Times piece made no inference to UW, 
but it is a mission that dates back to the origins of U.S. Army 
special forces at the start of the Cold War and is a basic 
component of special forces training. Special forces UW 
doctrine usually foresees a Special Forces-led UW operation 
as just one line of effort in a larger military campaign typically 
dominated by conventional forces. But after Iraq and 
Afghanistan, U.S. policymakers may look to special 
operations UW campaigns to go it alone, doing the disruptive 
and controversial regime changing once entrusted to large 
armies. Major combat operations and unconventional warfare 
are both offensive operations. But with the use of conventional 
forces politically constrained, policymakers may look to 
McRaven's special operators to use their UW skills to carry 
out regime change, the most controversial of offensive 
missions. 

The Libyan rebels who ousted Qaddafi were supported by 
a classic unconventional warfare campaign. In addition to 
British and French special operators, hundreds of Qatari 
soldiers infiltrated into Libya during the fighting last summer. 
These covert forces (none, officially, from the United States) 
provided arms, equipment, training, and coordination with the 
NATO fighter-bombers that were systematically destroying 
Qaddafi's army. After a slow start, Libya's rebels, once 
provided with outside support, combined with NATO air 
power and drove Qaddafi from power. UW methods achieved 
a decisive result at little cost and seemingly little risk. 

Some now look to Syria and wonder whether a UW 
campaign could achieve the same result. Proponents will point 
to Libya as a model for success. They may also argue that the 
doctrine of "responsibility to protect" should apply to the 
Syrian civilian population as much as it did in Libya. And they 
may mention that the successful removal of Bashar al-Assad 
would inflict a grievous geostrategic setback to Iran. 
Opponents would note that such a campaign lacks legal 
authority from the United Nations Security Council thanks to 
opposition from Russia and China. And just because UW 
worked in Libya is no guarantee of success in Syria; a botched 
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operation could lead to an escalating quagmire, as U.S. 
policymakers have learned to their later regret on so many 
occasions. 

Chapter Four of the Army field manual for 
unconventional warfare contains a long list of planning 
considerations to take into account prior to beginning a UW 
campaign. These include numerous factors -- such as the 
viability of the insurgents and political constraints on U.S. 
actions -- that bear on whether a particular UW mission is 
feasible or even wise. As much as they wish it were otherwise, 
McRaven and administration policymakers don't get a chance 
to choose the problems that come across their desks, nor are 
they always allowed to wait until circumstances for a certain 
course of action become ideal. Last March, the approach of a 
Qaddafi armored column on Benghazi triggered NATO's 
intervention in Libya, ready or not. Perhaps the prospect of an 
al Qaeda takeover of the support to Syria's rebels may force 
the hand of policymakers in the Arab world and the West. 

With the usefulness of conventional forces on a steep 
decline after Iraq and Afghanistan, McRaven knows that much 
will be asked of his command in the period ahead. In response, 
he wants the authority to match those heavy responsibilities. 
The admiral will stand on familiar ground when asks for a 
freer hand to hunt top terrorists, train foreign security forces in 
difficult places, or conduct dangerous but important 
reconnaissance. 

What will be more interesting is how much policymakers 
will look to McRaven and his operators to carry out support 
for convenient insurgencies, one of the oldest and most 
controversial of special operations missions. Libya was 
textbook case of unconventional warfare. SOCOM may get 
Syria and perhaps its toughest job yet. 

Robert Haddick is Managing Editor of Small Wars 
Journal. Haddick was a U.S. Marine Corps officer, served in 
the 3rd and 23rd Marine Regiments, and deployed to Asia and 
Africa. He has advised the State Department and the National 
Intelligence Council on irregular warfare issues. 
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54. China As The Enemy 
(CHICAGO TRIBUNE 19 FEB 12) ... Steve Chapman 

Chinese Vice President Xi Jinping came to the United 
States last week, and that set alarm bells clanging. Among 
those who sorely miss the Cold War, China serves as an 
endless source of fear and loathing. 

Mitt Romney responded in tones appropriate for a bitter 
foe. Writing in The Wall Street Journal, he accused President 
Barack Obama of “weakness” that “has only encouraged 
Chinese assertiveness” while serving to “embolden China’s 
leaders at the expense of greater liberty.” 

As for our economic ties, he wrote, “A trade war with 
China is the last thing I want, but I cannot tolerate our current 
trade surrender.” 

Martial metaphors like that give the impression we are 
locked in a deadly struggle with Beijing. For that reason, it’s 
no surprise that in January of last year, China ranked first in a 
Pew Research Center poll as the country representing the 
greatest danger to the United States. In the latest one, it 
finished second only to Iran. 

The perception of Iran is understandable, given that our 
leaders seem bent on taking us to war there. But China? If 
we’re going to have adversaries, China is the best kind to 
have. 

For one thing, it’s no match for us militarily. The United 
States spends between two and nine times as much on defense 
as China. We have 11 aircraft carriers; they have one — which 
they bought, used, from Ukraine. We have nearly 3,700 
modern combat aircraft to their 307. 

“We don’t view China as a direct threat,” Vice Adm. 
Scott Van Buskirk, then the commander of the U.S. 7th Fleet, 
said last year. “To look at China through the lens of an 
adversary would be counterproductive.” 

It’s true that China has been upgrading its defense forces. 
But that’s what you would expect of a country that has gotten 
much richer in the past few decades. 

It’s also what you would expect of a country surrounded 
by neighbors with which it has had military conflicts — 
including Russia, Japan, India and Vietnam. Not to mention 
that it has 9,000 miles of coastline on the Pacific Ocean, which 
is effectively owned and operated by the U.S. Navy. 

Like any normal regional power, China aspires to have 
some capacity to dictate to others rather than be dictated to. 
That ambition could bring it to blows with the United States 
over Taiwan or over free passage in the South China Sea. 

Rising powers often collide with established powers, 
which means there is certainly potential for China to clash 
with the United States. But the two sides have proved able to 
peacefully manage their chief disagreement, Taiwan, decade 
after decade. 

Human rights will be a source of tension as long as 
Beijing persecutes dissidents, but it’s no cause for war. And 
the economic changes China has made are bound to lead, over 
time, to political liberalization. 

China bears little resemblance to Nazi Germany or the 
Soviet Union in its approach to the world. 

The post-Mao government has shown no interest in 
grabbing territory from neighbors, enforcing obedience or 
promoting revolution. It has no dangerous ideology to spread. 
It has exhibited a consistent desire to focus on internal 
development. 

It has done little to make trouble beyond its borders. 
China has repeatedly shown itself to be, writes Princeton 
scholar Aaron Friedberg, “a cautious power with limited 
aims.” 

What about the economic realm? In our daily lives, 
someone who sells us things and lends us money is to be 
valued, not feared. 

China is often accused of keeping its exchange rate low to 
benefit its export sector. But that’s not exactly an act of naked 
aggression. 

In fact, it’s a favor to American consumers, who get 
goods at a lower price than they otherwise would. If shipping 
us freighters full of merchandise were a way to reduce us to 
submission, we’d have been taken over by Japan 20 years ago. 

China’s rapid growth has been a good thing, not a bad 
one. It has transformed a backward communist nation into a 
thriving, mostly capitalist one. 

It has lifted hundreds of millions of people out of poverty. 
It has brought China into the world economy and the World 
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Trade Organization — where, if we think it’s using unfair 
trade practices, we can bring action to stop them. 

As long as it remains an authoritarian state, China is not 
going to be our BFF. But it is not fated to be an enemy, unless 
we decide to make it one. 
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55. Toward Higher Ideals: Past Lessons In Saving Our Navy Yard 
(PORTSMOUTH (NH) HERALD 19 FEB 12) ... Jim Splaine 

I've been going through my old storage to choose what I 
can sell at an upcoming yard sale and came across some faded 
Portsmouth Heralds. My collection reminds me of changes 
we've seen these past many years, yet how things stay the 
same. 

One paper I saved is from Monday, Nov. 25, 1963, with 
the front-page headline "President Kennedy Is Laid to Rest." It 
also has two pictures showing the shooting of Lee Harvey 
Oswald the day before. 

Inside are ads for Yoken's $1 Thanksgiving dinner 
complete with dessert, four loaves of bread at Richardson's 
Market for 75 cents, a 2-bedroom home in Pannaway Manor 
for $11,900, full-time work for $70 weekly, and on page 9: 

"Navy Meets With Union Men. The Navy has, for the 
first time, met with its employees at the Portsmouth Naval 
Shipyard for contract negotiations. This historic event took 
place Friday, when Rear Adm. Charles J. Palmer, the shipyard 
commander, met with top officials of three employee groups 
which now have exclusive recognition rights." The story goes 
on to detail the meeting with Metal Trades Council, 
Patternmakers, and Technical Engineers representatives. 

A yellowed June 1970 Herald "Souvenir Edition" that I 
also saved headlines "170 Years of Service" at the shipyard. 
It's full of stories titled "Naval Tradition Spans Centuries" and 
"Yard Life Is Nation's History." It's a fascinating read and lists 
the many ships built at the yard going back to the 1700s, with 
research by former editor/historian Ray Brighton and others. 

Our shipyard is a proud part of Portsmouth's history. It's a 
beautiful sight from a couple thousand feet up, where you see 
a well-compacted thoroughly developed piece of land 
surrounded by water. It looks ready to build whatever is 
needed to defend a nation. 

And for 250 years, it has. That our shipyard has served 
America well through wars and peace is unquestioned. 
Considering our precarious future, and the unknown dangers 
of a 21st century that is seeing unrest in the Middle East and 
an unpredictable North Korea, China and Russia, it's 
unimaginable why any mind in our nation's defense 
establishment would think of putting a "For Sale" sign on it. 

Like most of us, I'm one who would like to see a time 
when industries that create weapons are obsolete. One of my 
most fascinating weeks was spent visiting Severodvinsk in 
Russia on the White Sea in July 1995 — a place and time the 
sun doesn't set. I went with four other Seacoast members of 
the Portsmouth-Severodvinsk Connection. 

That group coordinates citizen-to-citizen visits between 
that region and here to learn about our mutual nuclear 
shipyard concerns and consider environmental and peace 

initiatives. The dream some day is to see a time when no war 
machines are needed. 

But we're not there yet. And to see our shipyard closed, 
whether by another round of defense cuts or by powerful 
lobbyists elsewhere who are fighting to keep their own bases 
open at the expense of Portsmouth's would be a loss for 
America's future. 

Being on the cutting block again could happen. Many of 
us have been through it before In my case, I was president of 
the Seacoast Shipyard Association in the 1990s during closure 
rounds. I've seen the fight up close. 

During those battles I met real Seacoast heroes. Among 
them, the leaders of unions with whom the Navy started those 
labor negotiations back in 1963. Many stand out, but if I start 
naming them I might miss a few or run out of space. 

The heroes also include thousands of workers at the yard 
and Capt. Bill McDonough, who has so often made the early 
alert, and led the charge, to fight closure. By the way, I saw 
him a few weeks ago and he looks like he's ready for another 
boxing match, when needed. 

Past battles have given us lessons of how to keep our yard 
open. We did it by showing our faces and telling our stories: 
the success of the superior work force, past and current, that 
meets all expectations and deadlines. Plus, below-budget 
efficiency. 

Community involvement also helps. A few years ago 
during a closure fight, hundreds of us took some 50 buses in a 
caravan to Boston to attend a day-long hearing of the Base 
Realignment and Closure Commission. We also prepared 
"welcomes" in Kittery when members of the commission 
toured on-site. Seeing a few thousand people squeezed 
together always is impressive to visitors. 

We can't let down our guard of the yard. It's not about us. 
It's about America. Until we have a peace that doesn't need 
military equipment, we have to be prepared for the unknown. 
The unexpected. 

Today's quotes: "I expect we will win again," — Capt. 
Bill McDonough, quoted in the "Save Our Shipyard" edition 
of the Portsmouth Herald, Sept. 18, 2005. "'All Secure' has not 
yet sounded." — Portsmouth-Kittery Armed Services 
Committee, in a Herald advertisement, June 11, 1970. 

Today's thought: Think future. Instead of closure, why not 
discuss even more work in shipbuilding and overhaul, and 
diversifying into public-private partnerships to build our next 
generation of international transportation, space and energy 
needs? 

Jim Splaine is a former longtime Democratic state 
representative, state senator and assistant mayor from 
Portsmouth. 
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56. Saluting Our Shipyard 
(PORTSMOUTH (NH) HERALD 20 FEB 12) ... Rep. Frank Guinta 

Imagine working in a space so small, there's barely 
enough room to turn around. Imagine moving through 

passageways barely wide enough to accommodate you, with 
pipes and electrical wires protruding above your head. Now 
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imagine living in those same cramped, crowded conditions for 
weeks on end, far below the ocean's surface. No, it's not a 
scene from "20,000 Leagues Under the Sea." That is what life 
is like every day for the 134 officers and men who serve 
aboard the USS San Juan (SSN-751). I had the honor of 
touring this remarkable submarine at the Portsmouth Naval 
Shipyard a few weeks ago. 

You can't fully appreciate the dedication and commitment 
of a submarine's crew until you have seen for yourself the 
extremely tight conditions in which they work, eat and sleep 
for weeks at a time. It's truly inspiring to see their dedication 
to serving their country in conditions that most of us would 
charitably describe as "difficult." 

The San Juan is currently wrapping up an important round 
of maintenance work and system upgrades at the Portsmouth 
Naval Shipyard. Seeing that work in progress was yet another 
reminder of the important tasks performed there every day. 

Whether you live on the Seacoast or far inland, it's good 
to keep in mind just how important PNSY is to New 
Hampshire's economy. For example, the Seacoast Shipyard 
Association reports PNSY employs more than 5,100 New 
Hampshire civilian workers. 

Let me repeat something I recently told a news reporter: I 
always have been, and always will be, firmly committed to 
keeping the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard open. If anyone in 
Washington even suggests the possibility of closing it, they 
had better be prepared to deal with me, for I'm ready to fight 
with all my strength to keep it operating. 

The professionalism I saw everywhere during my visit to 
PNSY reflected the pride and dedication displayed every day 
by thousands of men and women in all branches of the U.S. 
Armed Forces. I told you a few weeks ago about my recent 
visit to American troops serving in Afghanistan. As I talked 

with soldiers who are serving at Camp Eggers in Kabul and 
Camp Leatherneck in Helmand Province, you could easily see 
how focused they are on accomplishing their mission. 

That same "can do" spirit is evident everywhere the 
American uniform is worn, both at home and abroad. Whether 
it is an Army patrol on a dusty road in Afghanistan, a Coast 
Guard patrol in the Gulf of Mexico, a Navy patrol off the 
Philippines or a hundred other places in between, you can find 
our service men and women carrying out the tasks that are 
assigned to them, and doing it well. And because they do, you 
and I are able to go about our daily lives in peace and security. 

I am dedicated to making sure our military has the tools it 
needs to do to its job, and to remain the world's premier force 
for freedom. 

As I toured the San Juan, I was especially impressed by 
her state of readiness. The crew is prepared and ready to 
respond to any situation that arises at a moment's notice. 

We need to marshal that same spirit of determination and 
focus as we make sure the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard 
continues to play a leading role in our nation's defense, and 
that it remains a vehicle for economic prosperity, too, for 
many generations to come. 

I look forward to reporting back to you in two weeks on 
the latest developments in Washington. In the meantime, if I 
can be of service to you, or if you want to share your thoughts, 
suggestions or concerns with me, please call either my district 
office in Manchester at 641-9536 or my Washington office at 
(202) 225-5456, or contact me through my Web site, 
www.Guinta.House.Gov. You can also follow what I'm doing 
24/7 on Facebook at www.facebook.com/repfrankguinta and 
on Twitter at @RepFrankGuinta. 

Rep. Frank Guinta represents New Hampshire's 1st 
Congressional District. 
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57. What They Did, They Did For You 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 17 FEB 12) ... Editorial 

If you missed the story across the top of Page One in 
Thursday’s U-T San Diego, go back and fish the paper out of 
the bird cage. Or go online and find the story 

And if you did already read it, you might even go back 
and read it again. 

The story was about Navy Secretary Ray Mabus 
announcing the names that will be bestowed on three of the 
Navy’s next five ships. It was the kind of story you may have 
seen a thousand times. But this one was special. 

Two of the ships, destroyers, will be named for Marine 
Staff Sgt. Rafael Peralta and Navy Chief Petty Officer John 
William Finn. They are heroes. And they were sons of San 
Diego. 

The third ship, also a destroyer, will be named for Pfc. 
Ralph Henry Johnson, a former Camp Pendleton Marine. He 
was a hero, too. 

Peralta and Johnson both threw themselves on grenades to 
save their comrades, Peralta in Iraq and Johnson in Vietnam. 
Finn, hit 21 times by Japanese bullets and bomb fragments, 
was a hero of Dec. 7, 1941. 

It’s not yet known where the three ships will be based. 
But if they ever find their way into San Diego Bay, go down 
and think about Peralta, Johnson and Finn. What they did, they 
did for you. 

Return to Index 
 
 

BBLLOOGGSS::  
58. EXCERPTS FROM BLOGS AROUND THE WORLD 
(PUBLISHED 17 – 20 FEB 12) 

 
Seek the Truth and Act on It by ADM J.C. Harvey, Jr. 

from Fleet Forces Command Blog, February 16 
I’ve spent a lot time visiting our Fleet units and talking 

with our Sailors over the last 2 ½ years. I’ve visited ships, 

squadrons and submarines in just about every location in my 
AOR, as well as two trips to CENTCOM and NAVEUR-
NAVAF to spend Thanksgiving with our Sailors serving on 
Individual Augmentee assignments. I greatly value these visits 
and consider them to be among my most important duties as 
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Commander, U.S. Fleet Forces. In addition to seeing up close 
all the great work being done in the Fleet, I’ve had many 
candid conversations with our Sailors about some of the 
challenges they face every day that impact their ability to do 
their jobs. 

Now, as I reflect on my visits to the Fleet and think about 
all the issues brought to my attention, I can’t help but wonder 
who would have told me about these challenges if I had never 
bothered to ask the right questions and our Sailors didn’t care 
enough or have the courage to answer honestly? If the FC2 on 
JAMES E. WILLIAMS did not care enough during my visit in 
February 2010 to tell me about how the broader challenges 
with our Aegis system were impacting her ability to 
effectively execute her job, who would have told me? If BMC 
Pici of WINSTON S. CHURCHILL did not have the courage 
to tell me he needed more paint floats because there weren’t 
any available, who would have told me? If the crew of OAK 
HILL did not give me the straight-forward gouge on the 
challenges they were experiencing with their shipboard 
administrative tools, who would have told me? 

Team, there is nothing complicated about this. If you are 
in a position of authority or oversee Fleet resources, you need 
to be out there talking with our Sailors, face-to-face, and 
asking the right questions. If they give me the straight gouge, I 
assure you they’ll be frank with you. But if something does 
not appear right, you need to trust your instinct and dig deeper. 

The more I looked into the Aegis issue (from my visit to 
JAMES E. WILLIAMS), the less I liked what I found. The 
program had become largely decentralized with no single 
person accountable for the performance and continuing 
development. The FC2 was right; the issue was indeed very 
real but it now has the necessary level of focus and energy 
from the right communities in our Navy. 

The Fleet FAM effort is an example of how well-intended 
help can (and often does) do more harm than good in the Fleet. 
Similar to Aegis, the deeper I looked into the issue, the less I 
liked what I found. It is alarming to me that we have 7 
Resource Sponsors, 6 SYSCOMs, 6 PEOs, plus a host of other 
organizations (CNIC, BUMED, ONR, ONI, etc) all 
influencing the applications we put on our ships, yet there is 
no single individual responsible for the performance and 
configuration management of those applications. Who is 
protecting the ship from this chaos? Who is protecting our 
Sailors? The Fleet FAM effort is in response to a bureaucracy 
run amok and it has taken nearly two years to get our arms 
around the problem and on the right path to success. But if I 
never had that conversation with our Sailors on OAK HILL 
two years ago, where would we be today? 

It is our job as leaders, managers, and commanders to set 
the conditions for success. When we lose touch with the 
realities in the Fleet, we make poor decisions based on faulty 
assumptions. Asking the right people the right questions is 
“Leadership 101” and applies to everyone from LCPOs to 
Flag Officers to Senior Civilians and Program Managers – 
leaders cannot lead exclusively from their desks. 

As I write this blog I just returned from a visit to a great 
ship in Mayport – USS FARRAGUT (DDG 99) – with a great 
crew. I got direct feedback from the wardroom, the CPO mess, 
the GSs in the main spaces, the Tomahawk Strike Team, the 
Aegis FCs, and the flight deck crew. All these Sailors gave it 
to me straight and their ideas, suggestions, and reports are of 
great value to me. 

At the end of the day, we must keep our ships, squadrons 
and submarines at the center of every decision we make, and 
we must never lose sight of the fact that it is our Sailors who 
carry the burdens of our bad decisions. 

 
Happy Birthday, Mr. President by Capt. David A. 

Lausman and Capt. John D. Alexander from Navy Live, 
February 20 

“It follows then as certain as that night succeeds the day, 
that without a decisive naval force we can do nothing 
definitive, and with it, everything honorable and glorious.” - 
President George Washington, 15 November 1781, to Marquis 
de Lafayette. [The Writings of George Washington from the 
Original Manuscript Sources 1745-1799. vol.23. (Washington, 
DC: Government Printing Office, 1937): 341.] 

In honor of President’s Day we present two posts from 
captains in command of Navy ships named after one of our 44 
presidents to give us their thoughts on the office and the ship’s 
namesake. Here, Capt. David A. Lausman from USS George 
Washington (CVN 73) and Capt. John D. Alexander from USS 
Abraham Lincoln (CVN 72), talk about these historical figures 
and the Sailors who serve aboard the ships bearing their 
names. 

To date, only 44 men in our nation’s history have held the 
title of President of the United States; just 44 men over the 
course of 236 years. As the Commanding Officer of USS 
George Washington (CVN 73), it is my honor to write about 
the very first, President George Washington. 

I consider it an honor because unlike all those who came 
after him, President Washington took the biggest risk of our 
founding fathers, officially stepping forward as the leaders of 
a small group of rebels many in England considered traitors. 
While Patrick Henry coined the phrase, “…Give me liberty or 
give me death,” it was Washington who was number one on 
King George’s “Wanted” list. 

Committed to the concept of freedom, democracy and 
self-determination, this self-educated farmer rallied his fellow 
statesmen, rallied his rag-tag army and rallied his new nation 
against all odds in the fight for independence – and under his 
leadership, emerge victorious. It is because of him, we have a 
Navy today and in the words of President Washington, “It 
follows than as certain as that night succeeds the day, that 
without a decisive naval force we can do nothing definitive, 
and with it, everything honorable and glorious.” 

“The Spirit of Freedom” is still alive today in the form of 
USS George Washington and the 5,500 Sailors who proudly 
man this mighty warship. Today, those Sailor continues to do 
all things both “honorable and glorious” throughout the world 
protecting the freedoms of our great country. 

President’s Day coincides with President Washington’s 
birthday and this year we blow out 280 candles in honor of our 
first president. The decorations for our party are red, white and 
blue and as for a gift, it’s one we all can share all year round – 
freedom. 

On behalf of a grateful nation, happy birthday, Mr. 
President. 

Very Respectfully, 
Captain David A. Lausman 
USS George Washington (CVN 73) 

USS Abraham Lincoln (CVN 72) 
Serving as the commanding officer of USS Abraham 

Lincoln (CVN 72) is, without a doubt, the most rewarding job 
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I have had in the Navy. On a daily basis, I observe the hard 
work and professionalism of 4400 extremely talented and 
dedicated young men and women. They are all great 
Americans and true patriots. For whatever reason, they have 
joined to serve their country and are doing that with honor, 
courage and commitment. The sacrifices they and their 
families make are enormous but their dedication never 
waivers. We are better as a Navy and a country for their 
selfless service to our great nation as they ensure the words of 
President Lincoln that, “a country of the people, by the people 
and for the people, shall not perish.” 

Very Respectfully, 
Captain John D. Alexander 
USS Abraham Lincoln (CVN 72) 

The following image gallery illustrates current and 
prospective Navy vessels named after other American 
presidents. 

View Gallery (9 Photos) 
 
War of 1812: USS Constitution and Freedom by Bill 

Doughty from Navy Reads, February 20 
Just as slavery would become the defining reason for the 

Civil War by mid-19th Century, impressment was the match-
to-the-fuse to the War of 1812. 

“Impressment” describes the practice by the British Navy 
in the 1700s and 1800s of capturing suspected deserters -- 
even boarding and seizing American ships and confiscating 
property to do so. 

The violation of freedom and sovereignty angered 
President Thomas Jefferson at the turn of the century and 
became an explosive issue for President James Madison in his 
first term starting in 1809. Impressment and embargoing by 
Britain led to the United States Congress to declare war “in 
defense of freedom of the seas and Sailors’ rights,” according 
to Charles E. Bodine Jr., Michael J. Crawford and Christine F. 
Hughes. 

The authors explain how the War of 1812 became 
necessary, was fought and is remembered -- with USS 
Constitution as a centerpiece -- in Interpreting Old Ironsides. 

Confirming America’s political and economic 
independence dominated the new republic’s foreign 
relations during the first twenty-five years of its 
existence. Fear that Britain’s maritime policies robbed 
the United States of its honor and relegated it to a 
colonial status convinced the Madison administration 
that war was the only alternative... While war came 
reluctantly to both sides, once engaged, they both 
anticipated a quick resolution -- the United States 
expected the British to come to terms quickly and the 
latter predicted a swift military victory. Both parties 
underestimated the other’s resolve. A combination of 
economic and military circumstances, in tandem with 
some astute American diplomacy, brought the war to 
an end. 
Interpreting Old Ironsides, An Illustrated Guide to USS 

Constitution is published by the Naval Historical Center, with 
a forward by former director of the center Rear Adm. Paul E. 
Tobin Jr. 

The book is designed as a tool, according Tobin, a 
training guide in three parts -- basic, advanced and master -- 
for understanding the “national icon.” USS Constitution is 

described from blueprint to warship to symbol of diplomacy 
and freedom, the heart of OPSAIL cruises. 

In the Basic section the authors show in great detail the 
armaments, strategies and discipline aboard Old Ironsides. 

The Advanced Level presents the key history and context 
of the Barbary Wars, Preble’s Boys, and a short history of the 
War of 1812. 

It’s in Part III, the Master Level, that the book explores 
the diplomatic and political nuances of the War of 1812 and its 
aftermath. 

Part IV provides reprints of actual logbook entries from 
USS Constitution in 1812, a journal extract from Commodore 
William Bainbridge, letters to the Secretary of the Navy, a 
chronology of Constitution in the War of 1812, and U.S. Navy 
Regulations from 1814, among other fascinating artifacts. 

As an illustrated guide, the book offers photos, drawings 
and diagrams to give a comprehensive look at Old Ironsides. 
This authors provide a good balance of the “who, what, when, 
where and why,” of USS Constitution’s past in the context of 
“how” -- illuminating the causes of a war that helped the 
United States win freedom of the seas 200 years ago. 

 
Your Navy Operating Forward from Navy Live, 

February 17 
Right now your Navy is 100% on watch around the globe 

helping to preserve the American way of life. Whether it be 
operating and training in the waters off the coast of Virginia or 
forward deployed to the South China Sea, the flexibility and 
presence provided by our U.S. naval forces provides national 
leaders with great options for protecting and maintaining our 
national security and interests around the world. The imagery 
below highlights the Navy’s ability to provide those options 
by operating forward. 

 PACIFIC OCEAN (Feb. 12, 2012) The Arleigh 
Burke-class guided-missile destroyers USS Kidd 
(DDG 100), USS Dewey (DDG 105), USS Pinckney 
(DDG 91), and USS Wayne E. Meyer (DDG 108) are 
underway in the Pacific Ocean as part of the John C. 
Stennis Carrier Strike Group. The Nimitz-class 
aircraft carrier USS John C. Stennis (CVN 74), not 
pictured, is operating in the U.S. 7th Fleet area of 
responsibility while on a seven-month deployment. 

 ARABIAN SEA - Sonar Technician Surface 3rd 
Class Landon Walker stands watch in the combat 
information center aboard the guided-missile cruiser 
USS Bunker Hill (CG 52). Bunker Hill is deployed to 
the U.S. 5th Fleet area of responsibility conducting 
maritime security operations and theater security 
operation efforts. 

 ARABIAN GULF - The Military Sealift Command 
fleet replenishment oiler USNS Patuxent (T-AO 201) 
transfers fuel to the Nimitz-class aircraft carrier USS 
Abraham Lincoln (CVN 72). 

 GULF OF OMAN - Aircraft fly above the Nimitz-
class aircraft carrier USS Carl Vinson (CVN 70). 

 GULF OF THAILAND - Seaman Luis Rodriguez 
relays signals to load a Humvee on a landing craft 
unit. Rodriguez is supporting Cobra Gold 2012, an 
exercise designed to advance regional security. 
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 PACIFIC OCEAN - The MK 45 5-inch gun is fired 
aboard the guided-missile destroyer USS Pinckney 
(DDG 91) during a sea power demonstration. 

View Gallery (6 Photos) 
Your Navy TODAY, February 16-17 
On any given day, in your Navy, our team of more than 

600,000 professional Sailors and Civilians are working 
together around the globe to perform our mission: deter 

aggression and, if deterrence fails, win our Nation’s wars. It is 
not possible to share every aspect of this global team but, 
through this blog, we offer you a glimpse of what these men 
and women do. 

View Gallery 1 (4 Photos) 
View Gallery 2 (4 Photos) 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Secretary Of Navy To Attend Local Dedication Of USS Sioux City 
(SIOUX CITY (SD) JOURNAL 20 JUN 12) ... Lynn Zerschling 

SIOUX CITY -- The highest official in the U.S. Navy is scheduled to attend a City Hall event Saturday to dedicate the USS Sioux 
City. The combat ship is expected to launch in 2017. 

 
2. The Greening Of America's Military 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 21 JUN 12) ... Editorials 

Not too long ago, it was the stuff of science fiction: A green Navy, powering its ships, jets and helicopters with a blend of cooking 
grease, algae and oil. Next month, it'll become a reality during an exercise off the coast of Hawaii. 

 
3. Forum Prepares Sailors For Transition 
‘Shipmates to Workmates’ aims to help outgoing Navy personnel find jobs 
(HANFORD (CA) SENTINEL 20 JUN 12) ... Melinda Larson 

NAVAL AIR STATION LEMOORE — Sailors preparing to leave the Navy learned about career opportunities during the 
“Hiring Our Heroes — Shipmates to Workmates” career forum held at Naval Air Station Lemoore Tuesday. 

 

CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
4. U.S., Japan, S. Korea Begin Joint Naval Exercise 
(KYODO NEWS 21 JUN 12) 

SEOUL -- The United States, Japan and South Korea began their joint naval drill Thursday in waters south of the Korean 
Peninsula, a U.S. military source said. 

 
5. Eisenhower, Two Destroyers Leave Norfolk For 9 Months 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 20 JUN 12) ... Corinne Reilly 

NORFOLK -- By 9 a.m. Wednesday, it was already well into the 80s at Norfolk Naval Station, and there was little shade to be 
had on Pier 12, from which the aircraft carrier Dwight D. Eisenhower would soon set to sea. Sandra Rice managed to find a bit of 
relief, though, in the shadow of a beige government van, and it was there that she plopped her two small grandchildren on her lap. 

 
6. Group Led By USS Makin Island To Return To SD 
Amphibious Group To Arrive In San Diego Friday 
(KGTV ABC SAN DIEGO 20 JUN 12) 

SAN DIEGO -- The amphibious ready group led by the USS Makin Island is scheduled to return to San Diego on Friday 
following seven-month deployment to the Western Pacific and Middle East, the Navy announced Wednesday. 

 
7. How Navy Supercomputers Help Sailors Beat An Ancient Nemesis 
At the Fleet Numerical Meteorology & Oceanography Center in Monterey, Calif., the U.S. Navy produces 
some of the world's best maritime weather forecasts. CNET Road Trip 2012 investigated. 
(CNET 20 JUN 12) ... Daniel Terdiman 

MONTEREY, Calif.--One after another, the framed pictures on both walls of the narrow hallway tell the story: submarines and 
naval ships churning white wakes as they slash through open ocean, each photo accompanied by unbidden gratitude. 
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GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
8. Phl Ships Ready To Return To Shoal 
(PHILIPPINE STAR 21 JUN 12) ... Edith Regalado 

DAVAO CITY – The Philippines will send ships back to Panatag (Scarborough) Shoal if Chinese vessels remain in the area, 
President Aquino said yesterday. 

 
9. Piracy Menace in Indian Ocean Has Minimised in Last 2 Yrs 
(PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 21 JUN 12) 

VISAKHAPATNAM -- Chief of Naval Staff Admiral Nirmal Verma on Wednesday said that the Indian Navy had shown 
exemplary courage in controlling the menace of piracy in the Indian ocean in the last two years. 

 
10. Israeli Strike On Iran Stays On Hold, For Now 
(NEW YORK TIMES 21 JUN 12) ... Joshua Mitnick 

TEL AVIV—Israel is unlikely to launch a strike on Iran as long as sanctions on Tehran intensify and diplomatic efforts continue, 
despite the failure of international talks in Moscow this week, Israeli officials and security experts said. 

 
11. Faltering Iran Negotiations Stoke Fears Of New Conflict 
Stalled nuclear talks fuel concern over dangerous new maneuvers 
(WASHINGTON POST 21 JUN 12) ... Joby Warrick 

The near-collapse of nuclear talks with Iran has ushered in what experts on Wednesday described as a dangerous new phase in the 
decade-long standoff over Tehran’s nuclear program. 

 
12. Iran To Build 10 New Warships 
(RIA NOVOSTI 20 JUN 12) 

MOSCOW -- Iran will build 10 new frigates and destroyers, Navy deputy chief Rear Adm. Abbas Zamini said on Wednesday. 
 

13. Navy Destroyers Will Be Retired Before Replacements Arrive, Documents Reveal 
(TORONTO NATIONAL POST 20 JUN 12) ... Lee Berthiaume 

OTTAWA — Canada's navy will have to do more with less in a few years as internal documents and Defence Department 
insiders have confirmed the country's aging fleet of destroyers will be retired before replacements are ready. 

 

PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
14. Woodson: Vigilance Is Vital To Combat Troop, Veteran Suicide 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 20 JUN 12) ... Karen Parrish 

WASHINGTON – The ongoing battle against service member and veteran suicide requires community, commitment, and 
attention to three critical areas, a senior Defense Department official said here today. 

 
15. Congress Votes To Outlaw Spice Chemicals 
(NAVY TIMES 20 JUN 12) ... Patricia Kime 

The House and Senate agreed on legislation Monday to ban 26 chemicals found in synthetic marijuana, marketed under names 
like K2, Spice and Yucatan Fire. 

 
16. Stronger Rules Urged For Veteran Fiduciaries 
(NAVY TIMES 20 JUN 12) ... Rick Maze 

Efforts are underway to strengthen oversight of the fiduciaries appointed to handle the affairs of mentally incapable veterans — 
without making the rules so strict that family members are discouraged or prevented from taking on that role. 

 
17. VA Fixes Problem With Vets Job Training Program 
(NAVY TIMES 20 JUN 12) ... Rick Maze 

With just 10 days before a new education benefits is launched to help unemployed veterans learn a new skill, the VA has rushed 
to fix a problem that could have left community colleges in 18 states and Puerto Rico ineligible for participation. 

 
18. Nine Months After Repeal, Gay Troops Slowly Come Out 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 20 JUN 12) ... Lisa Daniel 

WASHINGTON – In the nine months since being given the legal right to serve openly in the military, gay service members are 
increasingly speaking out about the double lives they led under the “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” law. 
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FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
19. Groups Rushing To Save Green Energy 
(POLITICO 20 JUN 12) ... Austin Wright 

Green-energy advocates are scrambling behind the scenes to prevent what they say could be a devastating blow to the military’s 
biofuels initiatives. And the clock is ticking. 

 
20. From Warning Lasers To Missile Substitute 
Naval Directed-Energy Steering Group Outlining Future Of DE Weapons 
(INSIDE THE NAVY 18 JUN 12) ... Megan Eckstein 

Top Navy and Marine Corps leadership are taking a close look at where directed-energy weapon technology is today and how 
they want to see it develop in the future as a supplement to kinetic weapons already in the fleet. 

 
21. Details Of USS Arlington Commissioning Begin To Take Shape 
(ARLINGTON (VA) SUN GAZETTE 20 JUN 12) ... Scott McCaffrey 

Efforts to engage local support in the commissioning of the future USS Arlington are getting into gear, with boosters aiming to 
raise a half-million dollars to support the ship when it goes into service next year. 

 
22. USS Miami Fire Probes Continue 
Navy: Investigations of sub blaze will take months 
(PORTSMOUTH (NH) HERALD 20 JUN 12) ... Deborah McDermott 

KITTERY, Maine — U.S. Navy officials said Wednesday that it will be several more months before the investigations into the 
USS Miami submarine fire are complete. 

 

BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
23. Report: Military Spending Totals $20.6 Billion In San Diego 
After 'ripple effect,' it accounts for one in four local jobs 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 20 JUN 12) ... Nathan Max and Jeanette Steele 

San Diego County’s economy will benefit from an estimated $20.6 billion of direct spending related to the military in the 2012 
fiscal year, but growth is slowing, according to a report released Wednesday by the San Diego Military Advisory Council. 

 
24. Moving Navy Ships Will Take A Financial Toll, Study Finds 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 21 JUN 12) ... Bill Bartel 

Three Navy ships leaving Hampton Roads for Mayport Naval Station in Florida will take with them paychecks, repair work and 
spending power that add up to 5,220 jobs and $590 million of the region's annual gross product, according to the Hampton Roads 
Planning District Commission. 

 
25. Congress Won’t Let Panetta Close Bases 
(WASHINGTON TIMES 20 JUN 12) ... Rowan Scarborough 

Congress is poised to deliver a defeat to the Obama administration on one of its main defense policies in the new budget - base 
closings. 

 
26. Great Lakes Awards First Phase Of Steam Plant Energy Efficiency Project 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 20 JUN 12) ... Bill Couch, Naval Facilities Engineering Command Midwest Public Affairs 

GREAT LAKES, Ill. -- Naval Facilities Engineering Command (NAVFAC) Midwest hosted a contract signing ceremony at 
Naval Station Great Lakes (NSGL) June 19, kicking off the first phase of a $57-million, multi-year project to decentralize the Naval 
Station Great Lakes steam heat delivery system. 

 
27. NAVFAC Pacific Facility Manager Recognized For Energy Conservation Efforts 
(PACIFIC NEWS CENTER (GUAM) 21 JUN 12) 

PEARL HARBOR -- Ricky Nojima, facility manager for Naval Facilities Engineering Command (NAVFAC) Pacific, received 
the Navy Region Hawaii Energy Award for 2011, Individual, from Navy Region Hawaii Commander Rear Adm. Frank Ponds June 19 
at Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam. 

 
28. Habitat For Humanity Seeks Vets - To Live In Houses 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 21 JUN 12) ... Kate Wiltrout 

When Habitat for Humanity needs volunteers, military and veterans groups are often first in line to help lay flooring, hang 
drywall and install plumbing fixtures. 
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NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
29. Taking flight 
Snowboarder Kelly Clark goes for a ride in an F-18 fighter jet with the U.S. Navy 
(ESPN 20 JUN 12) ... Colin Bane 

Snowboarder Kelly Clark has double corks, 1260s, and new switch tricks on her mind as she looks to next winter and the 2014 
Olympics in Sochi, Russia, but her training so far this summer has been a bit unorthodox, to say the least: 

 
30. Army Renewable Energy Commitment Is Serious: Hammack Details Program 
(AOL DEFENSE 19 JUN 12) ... Peter Gardett 

The commitment of the U.S. military to renewable energy is serious, long-term and about guaranteeing energy security for 
missions, and it is not a short-term environmental program, the U.S. Army's energy and installations chief stressed today. 

 
31. USS Yorktown Making Plans To Increase Visitor Experience 
(WCSC CBS CHARLESTON (SC) 20 JUN 12) ... Philip Weiss 

The USS Yorktown is preparing to reinvent itself. 
 

32. Decommissioned Cruiser Long Beach Faces Auction 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 20 JUN 12) 

BREMERTON, Wash. — A decommissioned guided missile cruiser at the Puget Sound Naval Shipyard will be auctioned for 
scrap. 

 
33. Report Faults Military School's Use Of Anti-Islamic Material 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 21 JUN 12) ... Pauline Jelinek 

Poor judgment and poor oversight led to the teaching of anti-Islamic material at a military school for officers, according to a 
Pentagon report released Wednesday. 

 

OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
34. A Different Kind Of Invisible Wound 
(TIME 20 JUN 12) ... Barbara Van Dahlen 

A new documentary called The Invisible War, from award-winning filmmakers Kirby Dick and Amy Ziering, exposes a brutal 
reality that affects far too many within our military community. It also provides an important framework to understand the impact of 
military sexual assault on those who serve and their families. 

 

BBLLOOGGSS::  
35. EXCERPTS FROM BLOGS AROUND THE WORLD 
(PUBLISHED 18 – 21 JUN 12) 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Secretary Of Navy To Attend Local Dedication Of USS Sioux City 
(SIOUX CITY (SD) JOURNAL 20 JUN 12) ... Lynn Zerschling 

SIOUX CITY -- The highest official in the U.S. Navy is 
scheduled to attend a City Hall event Saturday to dedicate the 
USS Sioux City. The combat ship is expected to launch in 
2017. 

City officials on Wednesday said U.S. Secretary of the 
Navy Ray Mabus will attend the naming ceremony, planned 
for 10 a.m. near Sixth and Douglas streets. U.S. Rep. Steve 
King and city officials are scheduled to talk as well. 

Mabus in February announced that new Navy littoral 
combat ships will be named after Sioux City and Omaha. In a 
statement, he said he chose the names “from America’s 
heartland to honor the patriotic, hard-working citizens of 
Sioux City, Iowa, and Omaha, Nebraska, for their support of 
and contributions to the military.” 

The ships are designed to be maneuverable and work 
close to shorelines on mine detection and anti-submarine 
missions. 

"It will be a fast ship, used for offensive and defensive 
purposes," said Sioux City Manager Paul Eckert on 
Wednesday. 

Marinette Marine, of Marinette, Wis., is building the USS 
Sioux City. It will be 378 feet long. Construction is scheduled 
to start next year. 

The ceremony is planned at the Law Enforcement 
Memorial outside City Hall. Douglas Street will be closed 
between Sixth and Seventh streets from 8 a.m. to noon on 
Saturday. 

Mabus is a former Mississippi governor and ambassador 
to Saudi Arabia. He became secretary in 2009. 

The Navy started the littoral combat ship program in 
2002. 

Return to Index 
 

2. The Greening Of America's Military 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 21 JUN 12) ... Editorials 

Not too long ago, it was the stuff of science fiction: A 
green Navy, powering its ships, jets and helicopters with a 
blend of cooking grease, algae and oil. Next month, it'll 
become a reality during an exercise off the coast of Hawaii. 

But if some people in Congress have their way, the goal 
of deriving half of the Navy's energy needs from alternative 
fuels by the end of this decade will soon be relegated to the 
realm of imagination. And, with it, any hopes of converting 
the rest of the military - and the rest of America - to new 
energy sources grow more distant, too. 

The Navy's project is too costly an endeavor in lean times, 
congressional critics say, and it's driven less by actual need 
than by - in the words of Sen. James Inhofe, R-Okla. - "a far-
left environmental agenda that is being imposed on the 
Department of Defense." 

If all this is part of a scheme to turn warriors into tree-
huggers, it's undoubtedly news to folks like Republican John 
Warner, a former Navy secretary who served 30 years in the 
U.S. Senate. 

Warner is one among many military heavyweights who 
enlisted early in the campaign to bring a sense of urgency to a 
military transition from fossil fuels - to make clear these are 
steps necessary to protect America's troops, save tax dollars 
and reduce a risky reliance on foreign oil. 

"I think we cannot afford not to do this," says Navy 
Secretary Ray Mabus, who acknowledges that alternative fuels 
are four to five times more costly than traditional fuels - at the 
moment. 

Pentagon officials believe those costs will drop as military 
use expands. As Mabus recently told The Wall Street Journal, 
the cost of biofuels has fallen by one-half in the two years that 
the Navy has been buying test batches. 

Republicans in Congress - joined by Democrats Jim 
Webb of Virginia (also a former Navy secretary) and Joe 
Manchin of coal-friendly West Virginia - are attempting to 
block expenditures on alternative fuels. 

With the military facing cutbacks, now isn't the time to 
experiment, some critics contend. That's a point worthy of 
debate, but it should require an answer on when a good time 
might be. 

Mabus reminds opponents there's a human cost to 
continued reliance on fossil fuels. For every 50 convoys 
bringing fuel into combat zones, a Marine is killed or 
wounded. 

"That," he says, "is too high a price to pay." Greater 
energy efficiency would put fewer troops at risk and free up 
money for defense and other needs. 

The argument over a green Navy should focus on those 
human costs - and certainly not on claims by Inhofe and 
others, including Rep. Randy Forbes of Chesapeake, that the 
Navy's project is driven by environmentalists. 

It stands to reason that the military's use of alternative 
fuels could help develop new applications for civilian use, just 
as the Internet and other military innovations made their way 
into public use. 

Many of these green initiatives began during the Bush 
administration - and the goal was single-minded. Retired 
Adm. Richard Truly, a former NASA chief who worked on 
four Pentagon energy studies in the past decade, recently told 
The Journal that the objective was clear - military readiness. "I 
don't remember a single conversation where we talked about 
spending any money for environmental reasons," he said. 

It's often said, by Mabus and others, that energy security 
is synonymous with national security. The Navy is pursuing 
both. Congress should get out of the way. 

Return to Index 
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3. Forum Prepares Sailors For Transition 
‘Shipmates to Workmates’ aims to help outgoing Navy personnel find jobs 
(HANFORD (CA) SENTINEL 20 JUN 12) ... Melinda Larson 

NAVAL AIR STATION LEMOORE — Sailors 
preparing to leave the Navy learned about career opportunities 
during the “Hiring Our Heroes — Shipmates to Workmates” 
career forum held at Naval Air Station Lemoore Tuesday. 

“Shipmates to Workmates” was primarily designed to 
assist Sailors identified for early separation by the Navy’s 
Enlisted Retention Boards. Retirees, veterans and spouses can 
also benefit from the program that assists them in finding 
meaningful employment. 

“There was a lot of information here today, and I hope it 
leads to something,” said Aviation Electronics Technician 1st 
Class Eric Corrus, who plans to retire from the Navy in nine 
months. 

The Shipmates to Workmates civil service hiring 
initiative is led by Naval Sea Systems Command in 
partnership with six other participating commands and the 
U.S. Chamber of Commerce’s “Hiring our Heroes” program. 

“Employers love coming to our events because they know 
they will get valuable employees,” said Virginia Carpenter of 
the U.S. Chamber of Commerce’s Hiring Our Heroes 
program. “Our goal is to find 500,000 jobs for veterans and 
their spouses by the year 2014.” 

Nearly 300 Sailors, spouses and veterans attended the 
event, where they shopped for job leads with 35 different 
employers, including Leprino Foods, Naval Facilities 
Engineering Command and the California Conservation 

Corps. In order to attend, employers had to have job openings 
and be able to accept applications at the event. 

“I want to help as many veterans as possible,” said Elaine 
Lopes of the California Conservation Corps’ Fresno 
recruitment office. “We have some residential jobs for the 
Conservation Corps at South Lake Tahoe as well as jobs in 
San Diego. The Conservation Corps is a good steppingstone to 
jobs with the U.S. Forest Service and Bureau of Land 
Management.” 

The Enlisted Retention Boards were established last year 
after record high retention and low attrition among active-duty 
Sailors left the Navy overmanned. The purpose was to help the 
Navy rebalance the force in terms of seniority, experience and 
skills. The Shipmates to Workmates program offered a way 
for the Navy to help Sailors who were not retained for active 
duty. 

“The Shipmates to Workmates program shows our Sailors 
we still care about them and want to set them up for success,” 
said NAS Lemoore Command Master Chief Matt Laing. 
“Civilian employers benefit from the discipline, dedication 
and commitment these Sailors will bring to the civilian 
workforce.” 

In addition to finding job leads, eligible attendees learned 
about future opportunities in the Navy Reserve and received 
interview and résumé advice. 

Return to Index 
 
 

CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
4. U.S., Japan, S. Korea Begin Joint Naval Exercise 
(KYODO NEWS 21 JUN 12) 

SEOUL -- The United States, Japan and South Korea 
began their joint naval drill Thursday in waters south of the 
Korean Peninsula, a U.S. military source said. 

The two-day exercise is expected to send a strong 
message to North Korea not to further escalate tensions on the 
peninsula following its defiant but failed attempt in April to 
launch a rocket which the United States, Japan and South 
Korea saw as a cover for a long-range ballistic missile test. 

North Korea issued a warning through its Foreign 
Ministry on Monday that it will strengthen its own defense 
capabilities in response to the U.S. naval exercise with Japan 
and South Korea, and criticized the maneuvers as "military 
provocations." South Korean Defense Ministry spokesman 
Kim Min Seok dismissed the North's threats as "wrong" 
because the exercise is "limited only to a humanitarian 
nature." "The exercise is how naval forces conduct search and 
rescue efforts in times of maritime disasters and so North 
Korea's criticism is wrong," Kim said in a news briefing. 

The Pentagon said Japan's Maritime Self-Defense Force 
troops are taking part in the drill for the first combined 
exercise involving the three countries. 

In the past, MSDF personnel participated in joint U.S.-
South Korea exercises only as observers, the Pentagon said. 

Another spokesman for the South Korean Defense 
Ministry earlier said the exercise has been annually held since 

2008 and is humanitarian in nature, focused on improving 
joint efforts in conducting maritime search and rescue. 

Mindful of anti-Japanese sentiments linked to Japan's past 
colonization of the Korean Peninsula, South Korea has been 
reluctant to hold military exercises with Japan and apparently 
wants to downplay the exercise, while the United States and 
Japan want to present it as a show of strength. 

The Pentagon said the nuclear-powered aircraft carrier 
George Washington, based at the U.S. Navy base in 
Yokosuka, south of Tokyo, would take part in the exercise. 

After the exercise, the aircraft carrier will join a three-day 
joint naval drill with South Korea in the Yellow Sea from 
Saturday. 

Meanwhile, South Korea and the United States also plan 
to hold their largest live-fire drill Friday in areas near the tense 
border with North Korea to mark the 62nd anniversary of the 
start of the Korean War that falls on June 25. 

The exercise in Pocheon, to be presided over by Prime 
Minister Kim Hwang Sik, will involve more than 2,000 
troops, F-15K fighters, Apache attack helicopters and tanks, 
Yonhap News Agency reported, citing South Korean Defense 
Ministry officials. 

An E-737 Airborne Early Warning and Control plane, 
dubbed "Peace Eye," and T/A-50 light attack aircraft will take 
part in such a joint drill for the first time. 
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5. Eisenhower, Two Destroyers Leave Norfolk For 9 Months 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 20 JUN 12) ... Corinne Reilly 

NORFOLK -- By 9 a.m. Wednesday, it was already well 
into the 80s at Norfolk Naval Station, and there was little 
shade to be had on Pier 12, from which the aircraft carrier 
Dwight D. Eisenhower would soon set to sea. Sandra Rice 
managed to find a bit of relief, though, in the shadow of a 
beige government van, and it was there that she plopped her 
two small grandchildren on her lap. 

Sitting cross-legged on the cement, they gazed up at the 
ship that Rice's daughter, 23-year-old Angel, will call home 
until at least March. It had been only an hour since they'd seen 
her aboard and said their goodbyes, but already Angel had 
called her mom's cellphone more than once. 

"It's just such a long time," Sandra said, tearing up. "It's 
the longest any of us will have ever been away from her, that's 
for sure." 

Along with the Eisenhower, the destroyers Winston S. 
Churchill and Jason Dunham left Norfolk on Wednesday 
morning to carry out a range of missions in the Middle East 
and the Mediterranean. They'll be joined by two other ships 
from Mayport, Fla.: the cruiser Hue City and another 
destroyer, the Farragut. Collectively known as a carrier strike 
group, they'll be away for at least nine months - far longer 
than the six-month deployments that Sailors and families have 
grown accustomed to. 

In all, about 6,000 Sailors deployed with the group, which 
is commanded by Rear Adm. Michael Manazir. 

Navy officials said the extended tour is necessary because 
the service faces increased demands at the same time it's 
losing ships. 

"Our deployment strain is as great as or greater today than 
it has been any time in the past 10 years," Rear Adm. Phil 
Davidson, director for Global Force Management, Operations, 
and Intelligence at Fleet Forces Command, said in a written 
statement. "Combatant commander force requirements exceed 
our available forces in almost all cases." 

Davidson said carrier strike groups, large amphibious 
ships and ships equipped with ballistic missile defense 
systems - the Churchill, the Dunham, the Hue City and the 
Farragut all have such systems - are in especially high demand 
relative to supply. 

Earlier this year, the amphibious assault ship Bataan 
returned to Norfolk from a nearly 11-month cruise, one of the 
longest for a Navy ship in decades. The Norfolk-based 
destroyer Cole is slated for a 9-month tour later this year, 
officials said. 

While Davidson said the Navy "remains committed to 
deployment planning for deployment lengths between six 
(and) seven months," he and other officials acknowledged that 
longer cruises may become more common if the current 
operational tempo continues. 

That's a daunting prospect for Navy spouses like Lauren 
James, who was on the pier to see off her husband, Brandon, 
an airman on the Eisenhower on his first deployment. 

"I'm just hoping it goes by fast," James said, "but I'm 
worried it won't." 

She gestured to the 14-month-old on her hip, their 
daughter Lily. 

"She's going to change a lot in 9 months, and her dad 
won't get to be there. That's really hard." 

The deployment is also the first for Angel Rice, a petty 
officer 3rd class who maintains and refuels aircraft, Sandra 
Rice said. 

Sandra lives in Columbus, Ga. She arrived in Norfolk on 
Saturday to spend time with Angel before the Eisenhower's 
departure, and she plans to take Angel's kids, 1-year-old 
Adonis and 4-year-old Adaya, with her back to Georgia. 

"She's been in three years, so we're used to her being gone 
for trainings and things like that," Sandra said, "but this is 
different." 

She paused a moment, then said, "We're just really close, 
that's all." 

Among other missions, the Eisenhower group will spend 
the deployment launching fighter jets to fly sorties over 
Afghanistan and helping with regional and maritime security 
operations, such as anti-piracy patrols and counter-trafficking 
missions. If a political crisis emerges or a natural disaster 
happens, the ships will be ready to address those, too, Manazir 
said. 

The deployment is the first for the Dunham. 
Commissioned in November 2010, the ship is named for a 
Marine who was posthumously awarded the Medal of Honor 
for throwing himself on a grenade in Iraq in 2004 to save the 
lives of his comrades. 

The Eisenhower last deployed two years ago. Since then it 
has undergone a major overhaul, which left it in strong shape 
for the extended cruise despite its age of 35 years, said Capt. 
Marcus Hitchcock, the ship's commanding officer. 

Embarked aboard the Eisenhower is Virginia Beach's 
Carrier Air Wing 7. The ships and air wing are relieving the 
Abraham Lincoln carrier strike group, which deployed from 
Everett, Wash., in December. 

Hitchcock said his Sailors are focusing on the mission 
ahead of them more than how long they'll be away. 

"They're just really excited for the adventure," he said. 
"They're ready." 

Their families may be another matter, though. 
"I already wish I could hug her again," Sandra Rice said. 
"We're staying right here until that ship is out of sight." 
View Clip (RT: 1:02) 
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6. Group Led By USS Makin Island To Return To SD 
Amphibious Group To Arrive In San Diego Friday 
(KGTV ABC SAN DIEGO 20 JUN 12) 

SAN DIEGO -- The amphibious ready group led by the 
USS Makin Island is scheduled to return to San Diego on 

Friday following seven-month deployment to the Western 
Pacific and Middle East, the Navy announced Wednesday. 
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The amphibious assault ship USS Makin Island, 
amphibious transport dock ship USS New Orleans, and 
amphibious dock landing ship USS Pearl Harbor, will come 
home with its crew members and more than 2,100 Marines of 
the 11th Marine Expeditionary Unit. 

"We were able to sharpen our skills while strengthening 
partnerships with our hosts," said Col. Michael Hudson, 11th 
MEU commander. "From survival and jungle training in 
Cambodia and Malaysia to full-scale raids and live-fire 
exercises with counterparts throughout the Middle East and 
Horn of Africa, this deployment employed all the capabilities 
of our air-ground logistics team." 

Hudson said the ships were able to put the Marines at 
three or four places at once at times during the deployment. 

The vessels are currently on a "Tiger Cruise," in which 
family and friends join the Sailors for the ride home from 
Honolulu. 

The Makin Island is completing its maiden deployment, 
which began Nov. 14 and included several months in the 
Middle East over the winter. 

In March, the vessel's commanding officer, Capt. Jim 
Landers, was appointed to a Pacific Fleet staff position, so 
Capt. Cedric Pringle was placed in charge. 

The ship is named after a Pacific Ocean atoll raided by 
Marines in August 1942, during World War II. It is now 
known as Butaritari. 

Return to Index 
 

7. How Navy Supercomputers Help Sailors Beat An Ancient Nemesis 
At the Fleet Numerical Meteorology & Oceanography Center in Monterey, Calif., the U.S. Navy produces 
some of the world's best maritime weather forecasts. CNET Road Trip 2012 investigated. 
(CNET 20 JUN 12) ... Daniel Terdiman 

MONTEREY, Calif.--One after another, the framed 
pictures on both walls of the narrow hallway tell the story: 
submarines and naval ships churning white wakes as they 
slash through open ocean, each photo accompanied by 
unbidden gratitude. 

"Thank you for your team's efforts & hard work! You 
ensure my safety and enhance my tactical advantage," one 
reads. 

Welcome to the U.S. Navy's Fleet Numerical 
Meteorology & Oceanography Center. That long-and-hard-to-
say name notwithstanding, this is one of the United States 
military's sharpest weapons in the never-ending battle for 
survival in rough seas all around the globe. 

A supercomputer center hidden behind guarded gates in 
an unassuming residential neighborhood in this coastal 
California city about two hours south of San Francisco, Fleet 
Numerical, as it's known, counts among its many tasks giving 
Sailors the world's most up-to-date and reliable weather 
forecasts, information they can use to try to withstand the 
mariner's ancient nemesis -- unpredictable weather -- while 
also attempting to stay one step ahead of any potential human 
foes. 

At its core, Fleet Numerical's mission is simple: it must 
use its collection of supercomputers -- Top Secret, classified 
and unclassified -- to provide the best possible weather 
forecasting to both Navy fleet weather centers in Norfolk, Va., 
and San Diego, and to Navy aviation assets around the world. 
And, since 2008, the facility has been responsible for sending 
the Navy's submarine fleet weather data that can help them 
decide when to surface, or more importantly, when not to. 
That mission was added after a Naval tragedy in which a 
number of submariners died at sea when their ship 
encountered a storm of unexpected ferocity. 

There are other weather centers, of course, but as 
commanding officer, Capt. Erika Sauer (see video below), told 
me when I visited Fleet Numerical yesterday as part of Road 
Trip 2012, the facility benefits from its immediate proximity 
to weather and supercomputing experts at the Naval Research 
Laboratory, the National Weather Service, and the Naval 
Postgraduate School, all of which are in Monterey. That 
allows Fleet Numerical's team of just 13 officers, 13 enlisted, 

and 128 civilians to do a job that the National Weather 
Service's own forecasting center needs at least three times the 
resources to do, while the U.S. Air Force's needs twice as 
much, Sauer explained. 

NOGAPS 
Fleet Numerical got its start as the Navy Numerical 

Weather Problems Group in 1958 in Suitland, Md. A year 
later, it relocated to Monterey, and in 1961, it was renamed the 
Fleet Numerical Weather Facility. Last year, the facility 
celebrated its 50th anniversary. 

Today, its major product is what is known as NOGAPS, 
or the Navy Operational Global Atmospheric Prediction 
System. This provides forecasting at a resolution of about 21 
nautical miles and 42 vertical levels up to 106,000 feet. But 
Fleet Numerical has other products it provides its "customers" 
in the Navy, the Department of Defense, and among coalition 
partners, including the Coupled Ocean/Atmospheric 
Mesoscale Prediction System, which is a "regional mesoscale 
model, multi-nested to (about) 1,800 yards to 14 (nautical 
miles) resolution (and) 45 vertical levels. 

As well, there's the WaveWatch III, a spectral ocean wave 
model with global (21 nautical mile) and regional (3 nautical 
mile) implementations; the Ensemble Forecast System, a 20-
simulation, 15-day forecast; and the Navy Atmospheric 
Aerosol Prediction System, "the only operational global 
aerosol model," which is used to feed the military's Target 
Acquisition Weapons Software. 

Fleet Numerical's most powerful supercomputer is a Dell 
Linux cluster system known as A2 Emerald with 27.3 peak 
teraflops. But that runs the center's unclassified global 
modeling, which brings in giant amounts of data from 
countries all around the world. Its classified and Top Secret 
computers are smaller, and are geared towards much finer 
resolution regional and local modeling. 

And while even A2 Emerald can't hold a candle to the 
world's most powerful supercomputers, it is nevertheless a 
system that has gotten better over time. In 1988, it took as 
much processing power to produce a 72-hour forecast as it 
now takes to generate one of five days. 
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Overcoming Uncertainty And Providing An 
Advantage 

One of the key missions at Fleet Numerical is to help 
those who need it get an advantage when having one is 
essential. That can range from the aftermath of regional 
disasters like Japan's disastrous 2011 earthquake and tsunami 
to offering the best assessment of wind probabilities to crews 
handling the Deepwater Horizon oil spill crisis in 2010. And 
of course, the U.S. military and its friends can imagine many 
ways that knowing more about weather conditions at sea than 
its enemies could be a big advantage. "By using this system 
and technique," Sauer said, "it allows you to quantify 
uncertainty." 

This involves an intelligence mission, known as the 
Information Dominance Corps. One example of that, she 
explained, is how the Navy is utilizing Fleet Numerical's data 
in combating piracy off the coast of Somalia. There, pirates 

are known to stick to calm waters, and with the data in had, 
the U.S. military can pre-position itself in areas deemed likely 
to meet the pirates' needs. 

In the end, Fleet Numerical is 24/7/365 facility geared 
toward ensuring that the Navy has the best-possible weather 
data for taking on the many challenges it faces around the 
world every day, weather that's on the surface of the sea, or 
well above it. And that's why that wall inside the center is 
adorned with so many paeans from commanders who know 
that the work done here helped them do their jobs better. 
That's why Sailors like the commander of the submarine, USS 
Texas, wrote on one of those photographs, "You directly 
supported our last mission with timely and vital information. 
You make a difference to our success. THANK YOU!" 

View Gallery (20 Photos) 
View Clip (RT: 1:56) 
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GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
8. Phl Ships Ready To Return To Shoal 
(PHILIPPINE STAR 21 JUN 12) ... Edith Regalado 

DAVAO CITY – The Philippines will send ships back to 
Panatag (Scarborough) Shoal if Chinese vessels remain in the 
area, President Aquino said yesterday. 

“The guidelines are very clear. If there are vessels that are 
not ours, we have to send back our vessels,” the President told 
reporters here after addressing participants in the Autonomous 
Region in Muslim Mindanao ( ARMM) convention on local 
governance at the Waterfront Insular Hotel Davao. 

“I have ordered them back (to port) because of the 
weather condition,” the President said, referring to a patrol 
boat of the Philippine Coast Guard (PCG) as well as a ship of 
the Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources (BFAR). 

The PCG and BFAR vessels left Panatag Shoal at the 
height of tropical storm “Butchoy” late last week. 

“If there’s a presence in our territorial waters, then we 
will redeploy,” Aquino told reporters. “But if there is no other 
presence or other vessels that might impinge on our 
sovereignty, there’s no need to deploy.” 

He also ruled out establishing permanent structures in 
Panatag Shoal. 

“It is physically impossible,” Aquino said. 
Philippine and Chinese vessels have squared off for more 

than two months at the shoal, a rich fishing ground just 124 
nautical miles from Zambales. 

It is also within the Philippines’ 200-mile exclusive 
economic zone under the United Nations Convention on the 
Law of the Sea. 

The Philippines announced over the weekend it would 
withdraw its remaining two ships because of bad weather 
endangering Filipino crewmen. 

The Department of Foreign Affairs said China would also 
pull out its ships, but this was later denied by Beijing. 

The reports of the planned withdrawal of Chinese and 
Philippine ships from the area rekindled hopes that the 
standoff was nearing its end. 

Indonesian Foreign Minister Marty Natalegawa even 
welcomed what was thought to be the calming of tensions 
between China and the Philippines, saying yesterday that his 
country has called on both sides “to refrain from further 
escalating tensions and instead promote peaceful settlement by 
diplomatic means.” 

The standoff began last April when Chinese “maritime 
surveillance” vessels came to the rescue of Chinese poachers 
on eight fishing boats who were about to be arrested by 
Philippine Navy sailors. The poachers were able to flee with 
their harvest of endangered corals, giant clams, and live 
sharks. Chinese vessels have remained in the area since then. 

House Minority Leader and Quezon Rep. Danilo Suarez, 
meanwhile, said Aquino scored a “qualified victory” against 
Beijing in the Panatag Shoal standoff, and that his next step 
should be to unite the nation. 

Suarez also warned Aquino not to be complacent as China 
appears to be determined to press harder on its claim over the 
shoal. 

He also said the President should not be preoccupied with 
persecuting perceived political enemies and offi cials of the 
past administration. 

“To the President’s credit, we note that the country 
recently won a qualified victory on the Panatag Shoal issue,” 
Suarez said. “The advent of bad weather forced both our 
vessels and the Chinese vessels to vacate the area.” 

But he said China’s declaration that it has no intention to 
withdraw its ships from the shoal for good is a cause for 
alarm. 

“Clearly, the battle is not yet over. We urge the President 
to begin to unify our nation in this continuing face-off with 
China, instead of dividing us with continuing persecution of 
his predecessor and the rest of his imagined enemies,” Suarez 
said. 

Return to Index 
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9. Piracy Menace in Indian Ocean Has Minimised in Last 2 Yrs 
(PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 21 JUN 12) 

VISAKHAPATNAM -- Chief of Naval Staff Admiral 
Nirmal Verma on Wednesday said that the Indian Navy had 
shown exemplary courage in controlling the menace of piracy 
in the Indian ocean in the last two years. 

He was addressing a gathering after presenting the 
President's Gallantry and Non-Gallantry awards to the navy 
personnel at a naval investiture ceremony held at the Eastern 
Naval Command (ENC) in Visakhapatnam on Wednesday. 

"The menace of piracy had come down to a large extent in 
the Indian ocean, particularly at the Lakshadweep islands from 
2010 due to the measures initiated by the navy on anti-piracy 
operations," he said. 

He said the naval ships and the men had intercepted 
several pirate trawlers and mother ships near the Lakshadweep 
coast. "At present there was no piracy problems in the Indian 
ocean due to steps initiated by the navy," he said. 

He said the importance of the Eastern Naval Command 
has increased manifold and many projects were coming to the 
Eastern naval command. 

He said that under project 17, INS Shivalik, INS Satpura, 
had already commissioned and INS Sayadri will be 
commissioned soon. 

Earlier, the Naval Chief took the salute at a parade 
comprising 24 platoons and inspected a 50 men armed guard 
and reviewed the platoons of naval personnel drawn from 
various ships and establishments of the ENC. 

Flag Officer Commanding-in Chief, Eastern Naval 
Command Vice Admiral Anil Chopra, Flag Officers, 
Commanding Officers of various ships and establishments and 
a large number of service and civilian personnel and their 
families attended the function. 
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10. Israeli Strike On Iran Stays On Hold, For Now 
(NEW YORK TIMES 21 JUN 12) ... Joshua Mitnick 

TEL AVIV—Israel is unlikely to launch a strike on Iran 
as long as sanctions on Tehran intensify and diplomatic efforts 
continue, despite the failure of international talks in Moscow 
this week, Israeli officials and security experts said. 

That puts Israeli leaders in a bind: While lack of progress 
on diplomatic attempts to curb Iran's nuclear program bolsters 
Israel's position that Tehran won't compromise, it needs to 
wait for diplomacy and sanctions to be exhausted so it can 
better persuade others to join it in taking tougher measures, 
analysts said. 

"As long as the international community is willing to 
continue, Israel won't say, 'Stop.' That's unthinkable," an 
Israeli official said. "If the negotiations don't bring Iran to 
concessions, at least there will be a clear-cut case showing that 
Iran does not want to cooperate." 

The failure of the Moscow negotiations with the five 
permanent members of the United Nations Security Council 
plus Germany heightened pessimism in Washington about the 
prospects for diplomacy and fueled talk of military options. 

A group of former U.S. and international officials testified 
before the House Armed Services Committee on Wednesday 
that the military threat against Iran is "at this point, 
underdeveloped" and must be reinforced through more 
intensive U.S. preparation and stronger messaging. 

"We don't think that Iran is sufficiently persuaded that 
military force really is in prospect should they fail to come to 
an acceptable agreement to the problem," said Steven 
Rademaker, who served in the State Department during the 
George W. Bush administration. 

The Obama administration, holding to a two-track 
strategy of pressure and diplomacy, pointed to a coming round 
of lower-level talks in Istanbul as the next milestone in 
attempts to persuade Iran to dial back its nuclear program. 

"If following this July 3rd session, we are still not making 
progress, we're going to continue to work together on what 
more pressure we can bring to bear, including on the sanctions 
track," said Victoria Nuland, the State Department 
spokeswoman. 

Some Israeli officials worry that Iran will eventually offer 
an 11th-hour compromise that will split the international 
negotiators, a group known as the P5+1. 

Spokesmen for Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
declined to comment on the latest round of talks. Several 
weeks ago, Mr. Netanyahu expressed concern that negotiators 
might accept a compromise that would permit Iran to continue 
with low-grade uranium enrichment. No such deal appears to 
be on the agenda. 

"My feeling is there's a kind of relief on part of the 
Government of Israel" about the P5+1's resistance to 
compromise, said Ephraim Kam, a fellow at the Institute for 
National Strategic Studies, a Tel Aviv University think tank 
with close ties to Israel's security establishment. 

Israel isn't likely to launch a strike in the immediate 
future, Mr. Kam said. "The military will be delayed for some 
time….The Americans and Europeans will tell Israel, 'You 
have to wait,' and we have to wait and see what the impact of 
the sanctions are." 

Iran's rial lost value against the dollar and gold on 
Wednesday on the news of the failed talks and anticipation of 
U.S. sanctions on firms doing business with Iran's central bank 
beginning June 28 and a European embargo on Iran's oil 
exports set to take effect July 1. Iran, struggling with a 
growing budget deficit, is offering price reductions for its oil 
to retain customers. 

Iranian Finance Minister Shamsedin Husseini denied a 
link between Iran's economic woes and its approach in talks. 
"This is a ploy to make our economy look weak," he said 
Wednesday. Iran denies accusations that it is pursuing 
development of a nuclear weapon. 

Israeli experts are divided on what approach would 
prompt Iran to change course. Some say only a credible threat 
of military action by the West will work. "Sanctions are 
known to take a very long time to have an impact on the 
country you are targeting," said Dore Gold, a former 
ambassador to the United Nations during Mr. Netanyahu's first 
term in office. "Its important to put in place, but the clock is 
ticking." 
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11. Faltering Iran Negotiations Stoke Fears Of New Conflict 
Stalled nuclear talks fuel concern over dangerous new maneuvers 
(WASHINGTON POST 21 JUN 12) ... Joby Warrick 

The near-collapse of nuclear talks with Iran has ushered 
in what experts on Wednesday described as a dangerous new 
phase in the decade-long standoff over Tehran’s nuclear 
program. 

A new round of sanctions is scheduled to take effect July 
1, increasing the pressure on Iran’s faltering economy. At the 
same time, prominent Israeli and U.S. politicians are renewing 
calls for preparations for a military strike to halt Iran’s nuclear 
progress. 

Iranian officials sounded fresh notes of defiance a day 
after talks concluded in Moscow, blaming Western countries 
for the lack of progress and insisting that no amount of 
pressure would persuade Iran to give up its right to a civilian 
nuclear energy program. The negotiations between Iran and 
the bloc of countries known as the P5-plus-1 ended late 
Tuesday with no agreement and no further substantive talks 
scheduled, other than technical consultations. 

“There is not a one of us who is not aware how serious 
this is,” said a senior Obama administration official, reflecting 
on the failure to achieve any meaningful agreement with 
Tehran after three rounds of direct negotiations with Iranian 
officials since April. 

While insisting that diplomatic efforts would continue, the 
official said the White House was “sober” in assessing the 
outcome of the Moscow talks, in which Iran was said to have 
balked at demands for freezing production of a type of 
enriched uranium that can be easily converted to fuel for 
nuclear weapons. The United States and its allies contend that 
Iran is using civilian facilities as a cover for developing a 
nuclear weapons capability, an assertion Iran denies. 

The counterproposals from the Iranian side were “far 
from where the rest of us are,” leading to the decision to hold 
low-level technical consultations next month in Turkey so the 
sides can clarify their positions, said the official, who insisted 
on anonymity in describing the diplomatically sensitive 
negotiations. 

The United States and other members of the six-nation 
bloc (the U.N. Security Council’s five permanent members 
and Germany) pushed hard in the final hours of the Moscow 
meeting to preserve at least an appearance of continuing 
negotiations, fearing that a complete failure would increase the 
likelihood of a military strike. But U.S. officials said they 
would not agree to open-ended talks that allow Iran to 
continue adding to its uranium stockpile. “This is not 
indefinite,” the administration official said. 

Iran had sought relief from potentially crippling sanctions 
as a condition for any concessions on curbs to its nuclear 
program. 

With diplomacy in tatters, Tehran faces the full brunt of a 
European Union oil embargo on July 1 and new U.S. sanctions 
targeting the country’s central bank. 

Economists and Middle Eastern analysts say the new 
sanctions are likely to drain billions of dollars from the 
country’s economy and increase the pressure on Iran’s 
currency, the rial, which has lost half its value over the past 
year. 

Worsening economic hardship could drive Iran’s leaders 
to adopt more aggressive and confrontational policies in the 
region and perhaps beyond, Iran experts warned. 

“A provocative unpredictability will probably become 
more prominent in Iran’s foreign policy,” said Cliff Kupchan, 
a former State Department official and Middle East analyst for 
the Eurasian Group. 

After months of relative quiet, he said, Tehran could 
revert to the aggressive behavior it displayed late last year 
when it threatened to shut down shipping in the Strait of 
Hormuz. 

“The risk is that an Iranian foreign policy based on 
weakness and anger emerges,” he said. 

Iranian officials scoffed Wednesday at the impact of new 
sanctions, saying they were ready to weather years of hardship 
if necessary. 

“Our nation is prepared to prove that ‘5-plus-1’ equals 
zero, and that no means can pressure Iran,” Brig. Gen. 
Mohammad Reza Naqdi, commander of Iran’s paramilitary 
Basij force, told Iran’s FARS news agency. 

In Washington, the faltering of diplomacy sparked 
renewed debate over the possibility of a military strike to halt 
Iran’s nuclear progress. 

At a congressional hearing Wednesday, lawmakers from 
both parties suggested that the Pentagon should begin 
preparations for military action as a means of demonstrating 
seriousness to Iran. 

Former senator Charles S. Robb (D-Va.), testifying before 
the House Armed Services Committee, said the preparations 
should include expedited deployment of new bunker-busting 
munitions designed to penetrate Iran’s underground nuclear 
bunkers. 

“It is only the credible threat of force, combined with 
sanctions, that affords any realistic hope of an acceptable 
diplomatic solution,” said Robb, who co-wrote a study on Iran 
strategy for the Bipartisan Policy Center. 

But others cautioned that a military strike would be costly 
and would probably only delay Iran’s pursuit of nuclear 
technology — not stop it. 

“It is premature to conclude that a military strike is 
immediately required,” said the top Democrat on the 
committee, Rep. Adam Smith (Wash.). 
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12. Iran To Build 10 New Warships 
(RIA NOVOSTI 20 JUN 12) 

MOSCOW -- Iran will build 10 new frigates and 
destroyers, Navy deputy chief Rear Adm. Abbas Zamini said 
on Wednesday. 

These include a Mowj-1 class destroyer, launched in 
2010, and Velayat, a Mowj-2 class destroyer, whose 
construction is 70 percent complete and will finish by the end 
of the current year, he said, according to Press TV. 

The new projects also include Mowj and Sina-class 
destroyers and guided missile frigates, Zamini said. 

The Iranian Navy floated out its first domestically built 
destroyer, Jamaran, in February 2010. 

The 1,420-ton destroyer is equipped with modern radar 
systems and other electronic warfare capabilities. It has a top 
speed of up to 30 knots and a helipad. It also features highly 
advanced anti-aircraft, anti-surface and anti-subsurface 
systems. 
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13. Navy Destroyers Will Be Retired Before Replacements Arrive, Documents Reveal 
(TORONTO NATIONAL POST 20 JUN 12) ... Lee Berthiaume 

OTTAWA — Canada's navy will have to do more with 
less in a few years as internal documents and Defence 
Department insiders have confirmed the country's aging fleet 
of destroyers will be retired before replacements are ready. 

The revelation highlights the pressure the Conservative 
government and Canadian Forces are under as they race 
against the clock to start cutting steel on new vessels through 
their promised $35 billion national shipbuilding procurement 
strategy. 

"It just kind of echoes the same worries that we've had," 
said Andrew Warden, head of maritime affairs at the Navy 
League of Canada. "These projects keep being delayed and 
delayed, and the ships just keep getting older and older." 

The navy's Iroquois-class destroyers were built in the 
early 1970s and underwent a major upgrade in the 1990s so 
they could provide anti-submarine warfare, anti-aircraft 
defence as well as command-and-control capabilities for 
Canadian and allied naval task forces. 

Over the decades, the destroyers have participated in 
missions off Canada's shores and around the world, including 
in the Persian Gulf in support of Operation Desert Storm, the 
Indian Ocean after 9/11 and in Haiti following the January 
2010 earthquake. 

Briefing notes prepared for Associate Defence Minister 
Julian Fantino in May 2011 and obtained by Postmedia News 
state the destroyers "will reach the end of their planned service 
life beginning in 2017, at which point they will be over 43 
years old." 

Yet the notes also say the Iroquois-class "will not be 
replaced before it is retired," an assessment that was 
confirmed Wednesday by a senior official within National 
Defence. 

The navy is putting in place plans to ensure the loss of the 
destroyers won't negatively impact the maritime force's 
capabilities, and Warden said Canada's 12 Halifax-class 
frigates can take on many of the tasks currently assigned to the 
destroyers. 

However, the loss of the Iroquois-class "will definitely 
limit some of our options" in terms of what type of operations 
the navy can undertake during that period, Warden said, while 
the key question is exactly how long the gap will last. 

Treasury Board, which holds the federal purse strings, 
reportedly agreed on Tuesday to release several hundred 
million dollars so the Defence Department could move ahead 

and begin designing the vessels that will replace the destroyers 
and frigates. 

This is considered a significant step and the hope is that 
negotiations with Irving Shipyard in Halifax and associated 
contractors responsible for building the next generation of 
naval surface combatants will be finished by 2016, with the 
first ship delivered in the early 2020s. 

But Fantino's briefing notes warned that the "critical" 
$26.6-billion Canadian-surface-combatant (CSC) project to 
replace the destroyers as well as the frigates would need to 
enter the design phase in 2011 to ensure the rest of the process 
— including contract negotiations with industry — moved 
ahead smoothly. 

On top of that, senior naval officers noted at a recent 
conference there were more than 400 people working directly 
on the Halifax-class frigate program in the 1980s and another 
1,000 contributing in other ways. 

In contrast, there are about 30 currently assigned to the 
project that will replace the frigates and Iroquois-class 
destroyers, with that number expected to peak at only a couple 
hundred in the coming years. 

"There needs to be an understanding across this 
community about the relative fragility of the staff capacity that 
we are seeing," deputy naval commander Rear-Admiral Mark 
Norman said at the time. "This is not anyone's fault. It's just a 
reality." 

National Defence is already facing the reality that the first 
naval vessels to be produced under the Conservative 
government's national shipbuilding plan — armed Arctic 
vessels — will be delivered three years later than anticipated. 

Warden worried there will be a spill-over effect on the 
destroyers and frigates. 

"It does not bode well that CSC is coming after the Arctic 
Offshore Patrol Ships and the AOPS have already been 
delayed," he said. "That means we're already three years 
behind." 

Jim Carruthers, president of the Ottawa branch of the 
Naval Association of Canada, said delays are the price that 
must be paid to ensure the government's $35-billion 
shipbuilding plan not only produces vessels, but also positions 
the country as a global shipbuilding power. 

"In an ideal world there wouldn't be any gap," he said of 
the destroyers. "And I expect there will be more delays. But 
it's the sensible thing to be done (building up the industry), 
and there was a price." 

Return to Index 
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PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
14. Woodson: Vigilance Is Vital To Combat Troop, Veteran Suicide 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 20 JUN 12) ... Karen Parrish 

WASHINGTON – The ongoing battle against service 
member and veteran suicide requires community, 
commitment, and attention to three critical areas, a senior 
Defense Department official said here today. 

Addressing attendees at the annual DOD and Department 
of Veterans Affairs suicide prevention conference, Dr. 
Jonathan Woodson, assistant secretary of defense for health 
affairs and director of the TRICARE Management Activity, 
acknowledged that suicide is a “very, very tough problem.” 

The conference, which began today and ends June 22, 
drew hundreds of health care providers, researchers, and 
others from what Woodson called a broad community of 
people from government and private industry working to 
understand and defeat the occurrence of suicide in the ranks 
and among the nation’s military veterans. 

Woodson said employing vigilance, reducing stigma and 
sharing success stories are essential to the struggle to end 
suicide. 

Though friends, families, and leaders at all levels have 
been mobilized to be aware of the issue of suicide, Woodson 
said, all must remain dedicated to understand how to “prevent 
our friends and fellows from taking their own lives.” 

“Vigilance cannot be over-emphasized, because we know 
that suicide is often an impulsive act in the face of life 
stressors,” Woodson noted. 

People need to know what to look out for, where to get 
help, and how to direct those in need to access that help, he 
said. 

“We do know something about prevention, and we need 
to be relentless in sharing what we know,” Woodson added. 

Woodson recommended that military leaders strive to 
establish a positive command climate and foster a sense of 

trust in their units. Those actions, he said, will build a 
foundation for a unit that responds to individual needs. 

“Be a visible and regular presence,” Woodson urged. 
Indicators of potential suicide, which include alcohol or illegal 
drug abuse, criminal behavior and misuse of prescription 
drugs, should be triggers for action, he said. 

Woodson said eliminating the stigmas service members 
may perceive as being attached to seeking mental health care 
is “the most critical breakthrough” that can happen. 

“We need to do more,” he said. “The benefits of being 
able to counsel someone freely, in confidence, about the 
challenges that life has presented are incalculable.” 

Leaders must be particularly careful about responding 
angrily to a service member who is struggling, he said. 

“One of our jobs [as leaders] in this cauldron is to help 
lower the temperature,” Woodson noted. There are teaching 
moments -- not lecture moments -- present in every life crisis 
situation, he said. Speaking up and offering the right guidance 
at those moments, he added, can save a life. 

It’s also important to share victories and success stories, 
Woodson told conference attendees. 

“We need to repeat what we know, in formal and informal 
settings,” he said. “We need to share stories … where 
awareness and intervention changed the direction of an 
individual who was [traveling] down the wrong and tragic 
pathway.” 

The military and veteran communities must make greater 
strides in assisting individuals who need help before a suicide 
occurs, Woodson said. 

“We can usually see the complications and the stressors 
of a person at risk,” he said. The goal, he added, is to get 
better at intervention “before a tragedy occurs.” 
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15. Congress Votes To Outlaw Spice Chemicals 
(NAVY TIMES 20 JUN 12) ... Patricia Kime 

The House and Senate agreed on legislation Monday to 
ban 26 chemicals found in synthetic marijuana, marketed 
under names like K2, Spice and Yucatan Fire. 

Panelists deciding details of the proposed Food and Drug 
Administration Safety and Innovation Act agreed to classify 
the chemicals on Schedule 1 of the Controlled Substances Act, 
effectively outlawing them, according to a Drug Enforcement 
Administration release. 

The synthetics, which are sprayed on dried plant material 
and sold in brightly colored packages as “incense,” are 
popular with youth and young adults who want to get high but 
not get caught; just a handful of the roughly 100 permutations 
of the compounds are detected by urinalysis, and relatively 
few of the chemicals in the products are illegal. 

Spice manufacturers have managed to elude state laws 
that ban some of the products chemicals by changing their 
compounds after new restrictions are enacted. 

The products have caused a headache for the Defense 
Department, which banned synthetic cannabis in 2010 and is 
expanding programs to test for its use. The Navy and Marine 

Corps on April 1 began random testing for synthetic 
cannabanoids; the Air Force launched random testing in mid-
spring; and the Army tests for them by request of 
commanders. 

The drugs that will be banned under the new law are nine 
different next-generation chemicals, 
dimethoxyphenethylamines, also known as “2C,” and 15 
synthetic cannabanoids. 

The American College of Emergency Physicians reported 
in May that at least one 58-year-old man suffered a fatal heart 
attack after smoking synthetic marijuana. In March 2011, 
several young adults were hospitalized after smoking 2C at a 
party in Blaine, Minn., and a 19-year-old male died. 

According to the DEA, the American Association of 
Poison Control Centers received 6,959 calls related to 
synthetic marijuana in 2011, up from 2,906 in 2010. 

In addition to banning the 26 substances, the proposed 
law would double the length of time a substance can be placed 
in Schedule 1 status, to 36 months from 18, and creates a 
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definition for “cannabamimetic agents” — manufactured substances that imitate the effects of THC. 
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16. Stronger Rules Urged For Veteran Fiduciaries 
(NAVY TIMES 20 JUN 12) ... Rick Maze 

Efforts are underway to strengthen oversight of the 
fiduciaries appointed to handle the affairs of mentally 
incapable veterans — without making the rules so strict that 
family members are discouraged or prevented from taking on 
that role. 

After some fiduciaries were found to be stealing benefits, 
failing to pay essential bills and even have criminal 
backgrounds, veterans advocates, Congress and the Veterans 
Affairs Department made it a goal to improve the program, 
which covers 125,000 veterans that VA has determined are 
unable to handle their own finances. 

Ralph Ibson of the nonprofit Wounded Warrior Project 
said June 20 that the fiduciary program has “serious problems 
and weaknesses” that need to be addressed, especially in cases 
where a family member is acting as a full-time caregiver for a 
severely disabled veteran. 

Ibson said he is concerned that some pending proposals 
calling for background checks and more accountability in how 
veterans’ benefits are spent could be too great a burden for 
people who are already stressed. 

He hopes accountability can be made “less intrusive” for 
someone who already should have earned VA’s trust. 

Caregivers already find the program’s current audits to be 
too much to handle, he said. For example, the mother of a 
disabled veteran was asked why she allowed the veteran to 
spend so much on Christmas gifts. Another caregiver was told 
by an auditor not to run the air conditioner at night in their 
Florida home to save money. Another caregiver was 
questioned for spending money on movies and music for a 
veteran with brain injuries. 

The chief proposal in Congress for strengthening rules is 
the Veterans Fiduciary Reform Act of 2012, sponsored by 
Rep. Bill Johnson, R-Ohio, chairman of the House Veterans’ 
Affairs Committee’s oversight and investigations panel. 

Johnson said veterans in the program must be protected, 
noting that many have difficulty challenging the decision that 
they are unable to handle their own finances, or to get their 
fiduciary replaced. 

His bill, HR 5948, would require background checks for 
fiduciaries managing veterans’ funds, limit how much a 
fiduciary can be paid, allow veterans to pre-designate who 
they would prefer to handle their financial affairs, require 
veterans to be notified of the criminal background of their 
fiduciary, and set up a streamlined process to fire a fiduciary if 
a veteran believes he is being cheated. 

Ibson isn’t the only one with questions. Lauren Kologe of 
Vietnam Veterans of America says she understands why 
criminal background checks are required, but she wonders 
how far it needs to go. 

“We appreciate keeping criminals away from our most 
vulnerable veterans and dependents,” she said. However, the 
bill seems to require that a veteran be told if their fiduciary has 
been convicted of even minor traffic violations. 

Kologe also believes VA needs a whistleblower program 
to accept anonymous complaints about fiduciaries misusing 
funds or abusing the veterans they are supposed to help. 

Johnson indicated he was willing to adjust the legislation, 
but he re-emphasized that the program needs change. 

Current law gives VA a lot of flexibility in managing the 
program, and “VA has stretched that flexibility in every 
direction,” Johnson said. “The result has been unconscionable 
treatment of some of our most vulnerable veterans.” 

David McLenachen, director of VA’s pension and 
fiduciary service, said VA doesn’t support Johnson’s bill but 
“does recognize the need for better oversight of the fiduciary 
program” and is willing to work with Johnson on 
modifications. 
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17. VA Fixes Problem With Vets Job Training Program 
(NAVY TIMES 20 JUN 12) ... Rick Maze 

With just 10 days before a new education benefits is 
launched to help unemployed veterans learn a new skill, the 
VA has rushed to fix a problem that could have left 
community colleges in 18 states and Puerto Rico ineligible for 
participation. 

Veterans Affairs Department officials told Congress late 
Wednesday they were revising their eligibility criteria for 
community colleges to be part of the Veterans Retraining 
Assistance Program so that schools that offer a limited number 
of four-year bachelor degrees would not be left out. 

Four-year colleges and universities will remain ineligible 
but community colleges listed by the U.S. Education 
Department’s National Center for Educational Statistics 
College Navigator as a two-year school will be covered, VA 
officials said in a note to the House Veterans Affairs 
Committee, which raised questions about eligibility on 
Tuesday. 

VRAP, as the program is known, starts paying benefits to 
eligible veterans beginning on July 1, with room for 45,000 
student this year and 54,000 students next year. 

The program is open to unemployed veterans ages 35 to 
60 who are unemployed and are not eligible for any other 
veterans’ education or training benefits and have not been 
enrolled in the previous 180 days in a government job training 
program. Selected veterans receive one year of Montgomery 
GI Bill benefits, which pay a maximum of $1,473 a month to 
full-time students. 

Benefits are paid if veterans enroll in vocational training, 
apprenticeships or on-the-job training programs in one of 
more than 900 occupational fields that the U.S. Labor 
Department has determined will have more than 10,000 jobs 
available in the next decade. 

The House Veterans Affairs Committee became 
concerned this week when Florida notified the panel that 23 of 
its 28 community colleges were not covered by the program 
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because they offered a limited number of four-year degrees in 
fields such as nursing. A closer look at eligibility turned up 
similar problems in other states. 

Rep. Gus Bilirakis, R-Fla., a senior member of the 
committee, asked the VA to reconsider its rules. Bilirakis 
raised the issue at the start of a Tuesday hearing on another 
veterans’ subject, and the VA responded in less than 18 hours 
with a decision to define eligible schools. 

Bilirakis said he was “pleased to learn that the VA has 
changed its mind.” 

Including community colleges expands the program “in a 
way that will help veterans rather than make the process more 
burdensome and bureaucratic,” he said. 

Information about who is eligible, how to apply and a list 
of the high-demand skills for which benefits are available on 
the VA’s website for the Vow to Hire Heroes Act, the law 
enacted last year that created the benefit. 
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18. Nine Months After Repeal, Gay Troops Slowly Come Out 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 20 JUN 12) ... Lisa Daniel 

WASHINGTON – In the nine months since being given 
the legal right to serve openly in the military, gay service 
members are increasingly speaking out about the double lives 
they led under the “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” law. 

As gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgender Americans and 
their supporters celebrate June as “Pride Month,” two senior 
officers – a Navy woman and an Army man, both with more 
than 20 years of service – accepted a request to speak about 
the issue to foreign journalists visiting the Pentagon. 

The officers asked not to be named because of the 
personal nature of the information they shared. They told of 
the stress of serving two decades on a job in which they lived 
in guarded secrecy about their personal lives and constant 
worry of being exposed - and discharged - under the law. 

“It was the secrets, the trying to guard every word so that 
you don’t use the wrong pronoun,” the soldier said, recalling 
his fear of referring to his partner as “he.” 

“That eats at your soul,” he added, “and you feel pretty 
hollow when you have to live that kind of lie.” 

While senior military leaders say the change has had no 
impact on readiness and little to no effect on most of the 1.2 
million members on active duty, gay troops describe the 
repeal’s effect on them as life-changing. 

During three war deployments, the soldier said, he could 
not bond with others as they decompressed from the fighting 
to learn about each other – their families, influences, and 
world views. “It wreaks havoc on your ability to deal with 
stress,” he said. 

Back home, even calls he’d receive from his leaders on 
weekends were stressful, the soldier said. “Every time my 
phone rang and I saw the caller ID,” he recalled, “I thought, 
‘I’m about to be fired. Every single time I got called at home, 
regardless of the reason for the call, for a split second, I 
thought, ‘This will be the call where I get fired.’ It was always 
in the back of my head.” 

When the law’s repeal took effect Sept. 20 “with a 
collective yawn” from the straight military community, he 
said, “there was this feeling of relief [among gay troops] that 
not only do I now finally feel like a full-fledged citizen of this 
country – the country that I put my life on the line to defend 
more than once - but now I can do my job more efficiently.” 

While the military as a whole goes through its 
transformation with openness, individual members 
contemplate how far to go with theirs. 

Other than being named in the media, the soldier now 
lives an openly gay life. He recently married his partner of 12 
years here. The couple hopes to adopt a child – a prospect that 
was impossible before, the soldier said, because “the idea of 

teaching a child to lie in order to protect his fathers was an 
ethical nonstarter.” 

The Sailor has continued to stay quiet about her personal 
life, but says the repeal has given her the freedom and 
confidence not to lie about who she is. 

“If you ask, I will tell you,” she said. “That’s the decision 
I made on Sept. 20. While I’m not going to stand up and 
announce it, I also won’t turn a blind eye to those younger 
members who are putting their lives on the line.” 

The Sailor had to do just that as a lieutenant, she said, 
when a young enlisted Sailor came to her and wanted to 
confide in her about her own sexuality. “I cut her off and said, 
‘You cannot say that next sentence that I think you’re going to 
say, because I’m an officer.’” Under Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell, 
the officer would have been required to report it up the chain 
of command. 

It was about the same time that the officer experienced a 
bitter breakup in a relationship that caused her to put her 
personal life mostly on hold and reinforced her two decades of 
silence about who she is. The breakup, with a woman who was 
leaving the military, became messy. The two owned property 
together. There were threats of outing the young lieutenant 
who had hoped to make a career of the military, as so many in 
her family had. 

“I got threatened with being outed,” she said. “Being 
thrown out of the military at the five- or six-year mark wasn’t 
in my plans … It caused me to shut down my life, and I said, 
‘I’ll just do the military thing,’ because I just couldn’t take the 
pressure from being threatened.” 

After Congress passed the repeal in December 2010, the 
services had to conduct training and do other things to prepare 
before Defense Department leaders could certify to the 
president that repeal would not harm readiness. The Sailor 
attended an all-Navy training session. 

“I caught myself three or four times,” she said, “because I 
was convinced I was going to cry.” She was “fundamentally 
overwhelmed,” she said, by the conversation in the room that 
let her know homosexuality, by and large, had become a 
nonissue to today’s service members. 

“I was just so proud that it really had come to the point 
where this was no big deal,” she said. 

Others were beginning to see the “disconnect” that she 
and other gays and lesbians had lamented for years. 

“Many other militaries beat us to the punch on this,” she 
noted. When the United States built a 50-nation coalition in 
Afghanistan, “we didn’t go to NATO and say, ‘Only deploy 
your straight people.’” And yet those troops served together – 
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ate, slept, showered, fought and bled together – without regard 
to sexual orientation, she said. 

“If you are genuinely operating as a professional military, 
sexual orientation shouldn’t be part of the discussion,” she 
added. 

Both officers noted the recent evolution of gay rights in 
the United States. The military they entered could not have 
accepted open homosexuality, they acknowledged. 

“If you served in this military in the 1970s, you would not 
recognize it now,” the Sailor said. “People who say we 
shouldn’t serve openly are out of date, out of touch with 
today’s military. The young service members genuinely don’t 
care.” 

Repeal of Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell was debated fervently 
for more than a year, but took effect officially with little 
fanfare. 

“A small group of us went [to the Pentagon office of a 
former senior civilian leader who is gay], popped a couple 
bottles of champagne and said, ‘Wow. It really did happen,’” 
the Sailor said. “There were plenty of us who, honestly, never 
thought this day would come.” 

Now that it has, she added, “I’m convinced you can walk 
into every office of this building and find someone who is a 
little more confident in what they do and a little less worried, 
just because of what has happened in the past six to eight 
months.” 

Retired Navy Adm. Mike Mullen is widely credited with 
being a powerful force behind the repeal of Don’t Ask, Don’t 
Tell. As chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, Mullen 
removed perceived partisanship from the issue by telling a 
congressional committee in February 2010 that overturning 
the ban was the right thing to do, and that it would not 
irreparably harm readiness. 

“No matter how I look at the issue, I cannot escape being 
troubled by the fact that we have in place a policy which 

forces young men and women to lie about who they are in 
order to defend their fellow citizens,” Mullen said then. “For 
me, personally, it comes down to integrity – theirs as 
individuals, and ours as an institution.” 

Congress voted to repeal the law in December 2010 and 
President Barack Obama signed a certification to Congress in 
July 2011 that military leaders agreed that the services were 
ready to move forward without Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell. 

“I can’t say enough about Admiral Mullen’s leadership,” 
the Sailor said. “It was the leadership of a nonpartisan military 
that allowed this to happen.” 

Some 14,500 service members were discharged between 
1993 and 2011 under Don’t Ask Don’t Tell, according to the 
Servicemembers Legal Defense Network. Some of them are 
back serving in uniform, the Navy officer said, but the 
Defense Department does not track the numbers. 

The Navy officer acknowledged that “some incidents 
have happened” in the military ranks related to gays serving 
openly. But, she added, they are not enough to roll back the 
momentum, or the law, in support of gay service members. 
“It’s too big … It’s not going to turn this back,” she said. 

With the legal change, gay service members say they have 
never been more proud of the U.S. armed forces. 

“I’ve never been more proud of this organization,” the 
Army officer said. “I’ve never been more fully embraced by 
our military and by our country.” 

The Sailor, who is planning to retire in the next few years, 
said she has some decisions to make about her post-military 
life, noting that different regions of the country have different 
levels of acceptance toward gay people. She said she worries 
that where she chooses to live out the rest of her life could, 
effectively, try to put her back in a closet. But this time, she 
said, she won’t go. 

“I don’t know what I’ll do in retirement,” she said. “But I 
won’t be hiding.” 
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FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
19. Groups Rushing To Save Green Energy 
(POLITICO 20 JUN 12) ... Austin Wright 

Green-energy advocates are scrambling behind the scenes 
to prevent what they say could be a devastating blow to the 
military’s biofuels initiatives. And the clock is ticking. 

The Senate is expected to consider the defense 
authorization bill on the floor this summer — and the ensuing 
debate could be the last chance to block amendments that 
would severely restrict the Defense Department’s ability to 
purchase biofuels and other forms of alternative energy. 

The House has already approved its version of the bill, 
including similar restrictive provisions for military biofuels. 

Sen. Carl Levin (D-Mich.), chairman of the Armed 
Services Committee and a supporter of the biofuels programs, 
told POLITICO he expects a tough floor fight over the issue, 
which has become increasingly political since President 
Barack Obama cited it in his State of the Union address. “I 
expect there’d be an effort to restore that role for the military 
since it’s a security issue,” Levin said. 

Many Republicans view the programs as a waste of 
money. In December, for instance, the Navy purchased 
450,000 gallons of biofuels at $26.75 a gallon, POLITICO Pro 

reported. In comparison, the cost of petroleum is just a few 
dollars per gallon. 

For those who support the initiatives, though, the high 
cost of biofuels is a necessary investment in a promising 
industry that could one day produce clean energy at a cost 
comparable or possibly cheaper than fossil fuels. 

“Those who question why the Navy should be leading on 
energy should study their history,” Navy Secretary Ray Mabus 
said in a statement to the Senate Armed Services Committee. 
“The Navy has always led in new forms of energy, shifting 
from wind to coal-powered steam in the middle of the 19th 
century, from coal to oil in the early 20th century and 
pioneering nuclear power in the middle of the 20th century.” 

The Democratic-controlled committee delivered a 
surprising blow to the Navy’s energy plans last month when it 
approved amendments — sponsored by Arizona Sen. John 
McCain, the committee’s ranking Republican, and Sen. Jim 
Inhofe (R-Okla.) — that would all but prohibit the Pentagon 
from building biofuel refineries or purchasing alternative 
fuels. 
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The amendments passed 13-12 during a closed-door 
markup — in part, because Sen. Susan Collins (R-Maine), 
who plans to oppose the amendments on the Senate floor, was 
absent during the votes because she had to monitor a fire 
aboard the USS Miami, a nuclear-powered submarine that was 
docked at a Maine shipyard. 

“Much to my surprise, the vote was called while I was 
gone,” Collins told POLITICO. “My position is clear that I’m 
in favor of biofuels.” 

In addition, two Democrats — Sens. Jim Webb of 
Virginia and Joe Manchin of West Virginia, both from coal 
states — broke with their party to support the amendments. 

“The Democratic majority shouldn’t have to rely on 
Republican votes to vote down Republican amendments,” said 
Andrew Holland, an energy expert with the American Security 
Project. “It got caught up with the whole range of other clean-
energy issues. It caught up with things like Solyndra.” 

The American Security Project and several left-leaning 
advocacy groups are gearing up for a green-energy push in 
anticipation of the looming Senate floor debate. They’re 
hoping to reclaim an issue that’s quickly morphing into a 
come-from-behind victory for conservatives. 

The push will include televisions ads, white papers and 
panel discussions — all aimed at drawing attention to the 
national security implications of the military’s reliance on 
fossil fuels. 

The Truman National Security Project’s Operation Free, 
for instance, plans to run commercials in five states, touting 
the Defense Department’s energy plans and emphasizing that 
the initiatives have the support of top Pentagon commanders, 
including Joint Chiefs of Staff Chairman Gen. Martin 
Dempsey. 

The five states — North Carolina, Virginia, Ohio, 
Pennsylvania and Arizona — were chosen based on several 
factors, including the prevalence of military bases and 

agricultural facilities that could benefit from investments in 
biofuels and whether lawmakers there are considered 
persuadable. 

And conveniently, all but Arizona are key battleground 
states in the red-hot presidential campaign between Obama 
and Republican rival Mitt Romney. 

The group also plans to release a white paper touting the 
benefits of a greener military and has been reaching out to 
members of Congress, said spokesman Benjamin Lowe. 

“We are very concerned and invested in this,” Lowe said. 
“The committee vote was absolutely disappointing.” 

But, he added, “if the Senate is able to set us back on the 
right course and kill these amendments, I think it will send a 
pretty clear message to the House.” 

Conservative groups are also gearing up for the green-
energy showdown. Dan Holler, a spokesman for Heritage 
Action for America, said his think tank is monitoring the issue 
closely, ready to fend off efforts to strip the Republican 
amendments from the bill. 

“We want to see what’s being spent in the defense budget 
being spent on what’s necessary for defense,” Holler said. 
“The military isn’t the right place to have [green-energy] 
spending. And if this comes up on the Senate floor, we’ll most 
certainly be engaged on the issue.” 

The Pentagon’s green-energy initiatives have been led by 
the Navy, which has set a goal of having half of its total 
energy consumption from alternative sources by 2020. The 
Navy plans to sail its Great Green Fleet by 2016 — a strike 
group powered largely by biofuels. 

“Our future work could be affected by the language in 
these bills,” said Vice Adm. Philip Cullom, deputy chief of 
Naval operations for fleet readiness and logistics. 

“At the end of the day, this should not be a partisan 
issue,” he added. “I think sometimes it has been.” 
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20. From Warning Lasers To Missile Substitute 
Naval Directed-Energy Steering Group Outlining Future Of DE Weapons 
(INSIDE THE NAVY 18 JUN 12) ... Megan Eckstein 

Top Navy and Marine Corps leadership are taking a close 
look at where directed-energy weapon technology is today and 
how they want to see it develop in the future as a supplement 
to kinetic weapons already in the fleet. 

A Naval Directed Energy Steering Group, established in 
December, is finalizing its vision and strategy and beginning 
to craft its roadmap for pushing technologies into programs of 
record. The vice chief of naval operations has signed off on 
the vision, a big-picture idea of where Navy leadership sees 
directed energy weapons (DEW) and countermeasures going, 
and the strategy, with “strategic goals, guiding principles, 
missionary priorities, roles and responsibilities and 
overarching objectives regarding the acquisition and fielding 
of DEW across the Navy and the Marine Corps," said David 
Stoudt, senior director of naval capabilities and readiness, and 
the executive secretary of the steering group. 

They are awaiting approval from the assistant 
commandant of the Marine Corps and the under secretary of 
the Navy. Stoudt, who worked to develop directed-energy 
technologies for many years before coming to his current job 
at the Pentagon, told Inside the Navy in a June 4 interview that 

this is the department’s first organized effort to learn about 
DEW and make strategic decisions. 

“I think it will build awareness of what could be done," he 
said, calling it a positive step. “I think it will be tempered by 
fiscal constraints, especially in this current environment. But I 
think the education it will bring to the senior leadership will 
have some pretty long-lasting effects of moving this 
technology down the field." 

Current use of directed-energy weapons is limited. Navy 
warships and some ground vehicles are equipped with the LA-
9/P green beam laser, a hail and warning device meant to 
temporarily blind but not permanently harm personnel aboard 
approaching vessels or vehicles, said Charlie Chan, who 
teaches LA-9/P safety classes and the administrative laser 
safety office instructor course at 13 different Navy locations 
around the globe. Naval Surface Warfare Center Dahlgren 
Division oversees the safety training effort. 

Chan said this device entered the fleet more than three 
years ago and is used in overseas operations, primarily in the 
5th Fleet area of operation. 
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“This is intended for a warning device, to get people’s 
attention, to let them know that there may be a problem with 
where they’re at so that they can take action before [we have] 
to take any lethal actions," said Orval Wilbur, the NSWCDD 
non-lethal effects project lead. The Navy also uses flash-bang 
grenades and audible hailers for similar purposes, he added. 

Chan said the powerful telescopes on these lasers can be 
useful for combat identification, as well as to avoid safety 
mishaps, such as beaming the laser at someone using 
binoculars, for example. And Wilbur said the lasers are not 
used alone but rather are “usually used with other systems … 
through radio contact and such." 

Stoudt said several other directed energy prototypes are 
being experimented with now, but are not ready for use in the 
fleet. The Navy is experimenting with microwave technology 
as a means of countering the improvised explosive device 
threat with funding from the Joint IED Defeat Organization, 
though Stoudt said he could not elaborate on the nature of 
those efforts. Combat prototypes have had limited 
deployments and proven successful so far, he added. 

The Marine Corps Non-Lethal Office has also been 
crafting a millimeter wave weapon as an anti-personnel 
capability -- for use in crowd control situations, for example -- 
that would not permanently harm anyone in its path but may 
feel like a bad sunburn or other similar effect. 

Though part of the steering group’s task is to look at these 
technologies already being worked, Stoudt said a key outcome 
would be examining warfighter needs and finding ways to fill 
them with directed-energy solutions that hadn’t previously 
been possible. 

“By bringing in OPNAV and headquarters [of the] Marine 
Corps and the warfighters and the fleets and all that, that’s 
where you go through the process of identifying what kind of 
military gaps are out there, and then we help the technologists 
identify where their capabilities could land should they be 
successful," Stoudt said."So that’s kind of the marriage that’s 
happening right now with the steering group." 

For instance, he said, the Navy needs to work on how to 
counter the unmanned aerial vehicle threat. The department 
could rely on using missiles to shoot them down, but the 
missiles are expensive and can only be brought on missions in 
limited quantities. Using one against a small surveillance 
UAV means one fewer missile to shoot at an attack helicopter 
or other higher-end threat. 

Using a laser weapon instead, Stoudt said, “would help 
give us a better cost exchange for engagement. 

“What you want to do is take advantage of some of the 
fundamental positives coming out of directed energy, such as 
quasi-infinite magazines," he continued. But there are still 
many unknowns that the Navy needs to research, such as the 
effects of a directed-energy weapon against different types of 
targets, and how much energy is needed to achieve various 
outcomes. 

Despite the unknowns, “the point of the steering group is, 
I think, a recognition that this is an important area and that it’s 
time to get the collective [Navy] together to understand what 
the current state of the art is, where we want to take it from a 
standpoint of a military organization, and how are we going to 
do it and at what cost," he said. 

The steering group’s upcoming documents should 
elaborate on the way forward, but Stoudt said he believed the 
best way forward would be to develop some combat 
prototypes to begin answering some questions related to the 
technology’s concept of operations. Working the prototypes 
up to a Technology Readiness Level 6 would then make it 
easier to officially start a program of record -- and begin to 
prove that the new technology is worth the money being spent 
to mature it. 

“These capabilities are going to have to earn their way 
onto the battlefield, meaning if they don’t bring something 
new to the warfighters that they can’t do either more cheaply 
some other way or by some pre-existing capability, it’s going 
to be very difficult to get these things on the battlefield," 
Stoudt said. 
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21. Details Of USS Arlington Commissioning Begin To Take Shape 
(ARLINGTON (VA) SUN GAZETTE 20 JUN 12) ... Scott McCaffrey 

Efforts to engage local support in the commissioning of 
the future USS Arlington are getting into gear, with boosters 
aiming to raise a half-million dollars to support the ship when 
it goes into service next year. 

“This is a chance to establish lasting ties between this 
ship, the county’s namesake, and its crew with all the people 
who live, work, do business or serve their country in 
Arlington,” said Jim Pebley, a retired U.S. Navy commander 
who is supporting efforts by the Navy League Hampton Roads 
in support of the commissioning, set for next March in 
Norfolk. 

Fund-raising efforts will gear up in coming months, said 
Maryellen Baldwin, executive director of the Navy League 
Hampton Roads. 

She said funds raised will go to support a “tribute room” 
on the ship and to provide support to the ship and its crew that 
augments federal dollars. 

“We do this more than just to have a big party,” Baldwin 
told County Board members on June 19. “We want to have 
some lasting, visible presence.” 

The 24,900-ton, 684-foot ship was launched in late 2010 
and christened in March 2011 at the Mississippi ship building 
facility of Northrop Grumman. Joyce Rumsfeld, the wife of 
former Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld, is serving as 
sponsor of the ship. 

The name “Arlington” was chosen to honor those who 
died in the 2001 attack on the Pentagon, and the public-safety 
personnel who supported rescue operations after the attack. 

“What we are hoping to achieve [by partnering with the 
Navy] is all about this ship, its crew, those who lost their lives 
on 9/11, our first-responders and the resilience of the 
country’s smallest county and its characteristically out-of-
proportion resolve to bounce back,” Pebley said. 

As an amphibious transport dock, the USS Arlington’s 
main mission will be to deliver up to 800 Marines and their 
equipment, including aircraft, to hot-spots around the world. 
The ship will be crewed by 363 officers and men. 

Navy League officials are hoping for a big turnout at the 
commissioning ceremony. Baldwin suggested a crowd of 
20,000 was not out of the question – a number similar to those 
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on hand in 2009 when the supercarrier USS George H.W. 
Bush was commissioned. 

A commissioning ceremony “is like none other,” said 
Baldwin, who said Hampton Roads tourism officials would be 
working to put together hotel and vacation packages for 
families that wanted to enjoy the ceremony. 

County officials have embraced the ship, which will be 
commanded by U.S. Navy Cmdr. Darren Nelson. 

“We look forward to partnering” with Navy League 
officials, County Manager Barbara Donnellan said. 

The ship is expected to have a lifespan of approximately 
40 years. 

A Web site – www.ussarlingtonlpd24.org – has been set 
up to keep the public informed about plans for the 
commissioning ceremony. 

Two other Navy ships previously have been named USS 
Arlington: 

 A World War II-era supply ship that served in the 
Pacific theater during the waning days of the war. 
After the war, it was part of the National Defense 
Reserve Fleet until being scrapped in 1964. 

 A Vietnam-era communications ship, which 
previously (as USS Saipan) had served as a light 
aircraft carrier during World War II. The second USS 
Arlington also participated in several moon-mission 
recovery efforts before being scrapped in 1976. 
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22. USS Miami Fire Probes Continue 
Navy: Investigations of sub blaze will take months 
(PORTSMOUTH (NH) HERALD 20 JUN 12) ... Deborah McDermott 

KITTERY, Maine — U.S. Navy officials said Wednesday 
that it will be several more months before the investigations 
into the USS Miami submarine fire are complete. 

The Judge Advocate General manual and the safety 
investigations will not be completed until late summer or early 
fall, said Gary Hildreth, public affairs officer at Portsmouth 
Naval Shipyard. 

In the days after the May 23 fire, Navy officials said the 
investigations should take only two or three weeks to 
complete. 

Hildreth said that neither document can be released to the 
media. However, he said the Navy will provide information 
periodically as the investigation work continues. 

The fire broke out in the forward compartment of the USS 
Miami just before 6 p.m. on May 23. More than 100 area and 
shipyard firefighters worked over a 10-hour period to bring the 
blaze under control. 

According to subsequent Navy statements, the fire was 
caused after hot material was sucked into a vacuum cleaner. 
The vacuum was unattended and unplugged when the fire 
occurred. 

Damage to the nuclear powered, $900 million submarine 
has been estimated at $400 million. 

The investigations will aid in the determination of 
whether the Miami should be repaired or scrapped. 
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BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
23. Report: Military Spending Totals $20.6 Billion In San Diego 
After 'ripple effect,' it accounts for one in four local jobs 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 20 JUN 12) ... Nathan Max and Jeanette Steele 

San Diego County’s economy will benefit from an 
estimated $20.6 billion of direct spending related to the 
military in the 2012 fiscal year, but growth is slowing, 
according to a report released Wednesday by the San Diego 
Military Advisory Council. 

The estimate would represent a 1.7 percent rise from 
fiscal 2011, far less than the 6.6 percent year-over-year 
increase from 2010 to 2011. The report predicts growth will 
continue to slow, with direct spending in the local economy 
growing by 0.4 percent in fiscal year 2013. 

“As we look at the most likely case for fiscal 2013 in San 
Diego, it would appear that overall defense spending coming 
into this region would be holding about steady,” said Lynn 
Reaser, chief economist at Point Loma Nazarene University’s 
Fermanian Business & Economic Institute, which prepared the 
report. 

“There are huge unknowns, but San Diego fortunately 
does possess some key stabilizers.” 

The report is fairly rosy despite dramatic defense 
spending cuts on the horizon. The Pentagon Defense 

Department is scheduled to slash $492 billion over the coming 
decade under a budget agreement passed last summer. 

Reaser said one reason for the positive picture is that 
backlogs and work on previous military procurement contracts 
will sustain spending in that sector through 2013. 

Also the new U.S. defense strategy, with its shift to the 
Pacific, greater use of special operations forces, greater 
reliance on unmanned vehicles and a focus on cyber security, 
is expected to favor this region. The Navy is adding four new 
helicopter squadrons to North Island Naval Air Station and 16 
new littoral combat ships will be dispatched to San Diego 
Naval Base. 

The economic study estimates that jobs supported by 
military spending account for one in every four in the region 
after including the “ripple effects.” 

In total, military and defense is responsible for 
approximately 311,000 jobs. About 142,000 people get 
Pentagon or Veterans Affairs paychecks and another 169,000 
jobs are tied directly or indirectly to military spending. 
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San Diego’s unemployment rate would be more than one-
half percentage point lower if Navy and Marine Corps 
personnel were included in official figures, the report said. An 
additional 108,000 jobs would appear on the employment rolls 
if people in uniform were counted. 

Military spending will generate $32 billion of gross 
regional product in fiscal 2012, the study concluded. 

But the hold-steady projection comes with an asterisk. 
Looming on the economic horizon is the possibility of 
sequestration, the roughly $600 billion in deficit-busting 
defense cuts expected to start in January. Unless Congress acts 
to slash spending another way, the Pentagon budget would 
take a 10 percent hit, about $55 billion, in the first year. 

“Sequestration remains a significant threat,” Reaser said, 
adding that how the process would play out is still fuzzy. “It 
hasn’t even been determined whether or not personnel would 
be included in those automatic cuts. But it certainly would be 
a larger impact on San Diego.” 

Retired Rear Adm. George Worthington, a former Navy 
SEAL commanding officer, attended the Wednesday breakfast 
where the military council unveiled its report. Worthington 
painted a fairly dire picture under sequestration. 

“Less is less, and it will be felt strongly if San Diego 
ships are retired, crews sent elsewhere, and labor demands 
stripped from suppliers on the waterfront, and impacts further 
inland on housing, schools and businesses,” he said. 

While the number of Navy personnel is scheduled to 
increase in 2013 with the return of the aircraft carrier Ronald 
Reagan as a permanent presence, the Marine Corps will see a 

decrease of 3,500 local troops as part of a corps-wide 
reduction of 20,000 people, according to the report. 

There are three primary ways in which defense dollars 
enter the region. First, through wages and benefits for active 
duty military and civilian workers; second, through benefits 
for retirees and veterans; and third, through contracts, grants, 
small purchases and tourism from visiting family members 
and friends of servicemen. 

The report includes employment in fields as varied as 
engineering, food services, construction, shipbuilding, health 
care, real estate, financial services and research as being 
directly affected by the military’s presence in the region. 

“It shows how important the San Diego community is 
with respect to the military,” said retired Navy Rear Adm. 
James Johnson, president of the military advisory council. 
“When you look at the number of military assets that are 
concentrated here, from an economic standpoint, those assets 
create an enormous economic footprint.” 

He takes a long view on the defense cuts. 
“The nation’s been at war since 2001,” Johnson said. “As 

the nation rebalances from that, you expect military personnel 
to be less. However, if you look at how that relates to the 
overall economy and how it relates to San Diego, the 
important focus is, in spite of our decreasing presence in 
Afghanistan, our presence is holding steady in the San Diego 
community.” 

As for the sweeping automatic cuts, “what it tells the 
community is how important the military is here, and that they 
need to pay attention to sequestration.” 
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24. Moving Navy Ships Will Take A Financial Toll, Study Finds 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 21 JUN 12) ... Bill Bartel 

Three Navy ships leaving Hampton Roads for Mayport 
Naval Station in Florida will take with them paychecks, repair 
work and spending power that add up to 5,220 jobs and $590 
million of the region's annual gross product, according to the 
Hampton Roads Planning District Commission. 

Secretary of the Navy Ray Mabus announced Friday that 
the ships, which were due to relocate to Mayport in 2015, will 
be going south much sooner. The New York, an amphibious 
transport dock ship, will leave in 2013. The following year, 
the amphibious assault ship Iwo Jima and the Fort McHenry, a 
dock landing ship, will depart. 

About 1,800 of the jobs are held by Sailors aboard the 
ships, according to the commission. The others will come 
from ship maintenance work and the trickle-down effect of 
less money being spent on goods and services by the crews, 
the Navy and the military contractors. 

While the estimated loss is less than 1 percent of the 
region's $83 billion gross product, commission officials say 
the ship departures are significant. 

The analysis sheds light on what happens when ships 
leave for a new homeport, said Greg Grootendorst, a Planning 
District Commission economist. 

The Navy has sought for years to move a Norfolk-based 
aircraft carrier to Mayport as part of an effort to disperse the 
carrier fleet, but Virginia's congressional delegation has 
blocked the move. Economists have estimated that a carrier 
contributes 6,000 jobs and $425 million in annual revenue to 
the local economy. 

Dwight Farmer, the commission's executive director, said 
that as the Pentagon begins to make budget cuts and considers 
base closings, the region must do a better job of playing to its 
strengths, including its deep natural harbor, strong ties to the 
Navy and proximity to Washington. 

"We probably excel as a place where you want to 
consolidate," Farmer said. 

Return to Index 
 

25. Congress Won’t Let Panetta Close Bases 
(WASHINGTON TIMES 20 JUN 12) ... Rowan Scarborough 

Congress is poised to deliver a defeat to the Obama 
administration on one of its main defense policies in the new 
budget - base closings. 

Both the House and Senate Armed Services committees 
have produced fiscal 2013 spending bills that deny Defense 

Secretary Leon E. Panetta’s request to set up a Base 
Realignment and Closure Commission (BRAC) next year - the 
sixth since 1988. 

Some in defense circles say it is the result of election-year 
politics and members of Congress will realize next year that 



 21

they need to heed top Pentagon officials who have testified 
that they have too much infrastructure and not enough money. 

“It is election-year posturing,” said an aerospace 
executive who monitors BRAC. 

Others are not so sure, saying base closings would put 
thousands of people out of work in a tepid job market. 

“I do not think the appetite will go up postelection,” said 
Steven P. Bucci, a Heritage Foundation military analyst who 
served as a senior Pentagon official in the George W. Bush 
administration. 

“Congress has never shown any appetite for any BRAC 
because they, Congress, are by design taken out of the 
process,” he said. 

“A BRAC commission does the research, makes the 
recommendations for closures, and then everyone has to 
basically ‘eat’ the results. I sound harsh, but Congress sees the 
protection of jobs and installations in their districts and states 
to be their duty,” Mr. Bucci said. 

With BRAC, Congress stays mostly on the sidelines. It 
can lobby the commission, but the commission’s closure list 
can be accepted or rejected only in full. 

Cutting Troops, Not Bases 
The Republican-led House already has passed the no-

BRAC bill crafted by its Armed Services Committee, and the 
Democrat-led Senate panel has approved unanimously its 
defense bill omitting base closures. 

A conference committee to reconcile the bills will have 
no pro-BRAC members, thus delaying the base-closing 
process for at least a year. 

Mr. Panetta has said he needs to close bases and small 
installations to help him achieve $487 billion in 
congressionally mandated spending cuts over the next 10 
years. 

The final defense spending bill not only will deny a new 
BRAC but also likely will include language that prohibits the 
military from taking unilateral action to close small facilities 
without prior White House notification to Congress. 

A Pentagon spokeswoman declined to comment when 
asked what options remain, saying the legislative process is 
not complete. 

To meet budget-cutting demands, Mr. Panetta is slashing 
Marine Corps and Army troops by 90,000, while the Navy and 
Air Force are trimming manpower on a smaller scale. 

The Air Force has provided a snapshot of how to reduce 
operating costs without necessarily shuttering buildings. It 
announced in March a series of unit deactivations, such as a 
600-troop communications unit known as the Third Herd at 
Tinker Air Force Base in Oklahoma. 

The Air Force is targeting big and small, even reaching 
down to deactivate bands, such as the Band of Liberty at 
Hanscom Air Force Base in Massachusetts. 

The overall plan is to reduce manpower by 3,900 active 
airmen, 5,100 Air National Guardsmen and 900 reservists. 

Some defense sources say the Air Force has an excess of 
training centers and bases for bombers and cargo planes. 

 
 
 

Military Investments 
Retired Gen. T. Michael Moseley, former Air Force chief 

of staff, said it would be a mistake to close centers where 
pilots learn to fly supersonic jet fighters and long-range 
bombers. 

“One thing that is a given for the United States Air Force 
is: Always train pilots. Always,” said Gen. Moseley, a former 
fighter pilot. “Never ever, ever miss a chance to keep the 
numbers robust and the training baseline robust. You can 
always take a pilot and use them somewhere else. You cannot 
go the other way.” 

He drew a distinction between the investment in a pilot 
and in a soldier. 

“By the time you get this guy or gal into a squadron, 
you’ve already got between six and seven years tied up in this 
kid,” he said. “You can create an Army rifleman or a Marine 
rifleman inside a year. You can’t create a pilot of a high-
performance airplane inside that time period I outlined.” 

Gen. Moseley, who ran the air campaign in the 2003 
invasion of Iraq to oust Saddam Hussein, said that while base 
closures need to be studied, so do the sizes of the Army and 
Marine Corps - what is called end strength. 

Gen. Moseley, like several other retired fighter jocks, is 
upset that the Pentagon ended procurement of the F-22 Raptor 
stealth fighter short of what Air Force commanders said was 
needed. 

“We’re out of Iraq,” he said. “We’re going to come out of 
Afghanistan. Isn’t it time to look at some of the strategic 
throw-weights, the things that actually deter and dissuade and 
persuade? Wouldn’t that be something that looks like Navy 
and Air Force investment?” 

Military Real Estate 
The Pentagon publishes an annual report on the real estate 

it manages around the world. 
Referring to the Pentagon’s “vast portfolio,” the report 

says it operates 542,000 facilities at 5,000 sites on more than 
28 million acres. 

In the U.S., the Pentagon operates 4,127 sites, including a 
reserve training center, an ammunition depot and a sprawling 
Army base. Each site would be reviewed by the military if 
Congress were to approve a base closure commission. 

After the last BRAC assessment, seven years ago, the 
commission closed 185 sites and realigned 135. 

Heritage’s Mr. Bucci said “it is near impossible” for the 
Pentagon to close a base unilaterally. 

The president has the authority to do so, but lawmakers 
have set up speed bumps that require the Pentagon to first 
notify Congress if a site employs a certain number of workers. 

Choosing to close one base over another could spark a 
civil war on Capitol Hill, as well as moves to block closure by 
crafting legislation to deny needed funds. 

Without a BRAC, pending automatic defense spending 
cuts of more than $500 billion, set to begin in January, become 
even more damaging, Mr. Bucci said. 

“If you cannot close installations, the only way to make 
those draconian cuts is to eliminate people and modernization 
programs,” he said. “This too will kill jobs, both in the 
military and in any associated businesses.” 
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26. Great Lakes Awards First Phase Of Steam Plant Energy Efficiency Project 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 20 JUN 12) ... Bill Couch, Naval Facilities Engineering Command Midwest Public Affairs 

GREAT LAKES, Ill. -- Naval Facilities Engineering 
Command (NAVFAC) Midwest hosted a contract signing 
ceremony at Naval Station Great Lakes (NSGL) June 19, 
kicking off the first phase of a $57-million, multi-year project 
to decentralize the Naval Station Great Lakes steam heat 
delivery system. 

Over approximately the next three years, Newburgh, Ind.-
based Kroeschell ESG, L.L.C. joint venture will disconnect 
110 of the base's buildings from the central steam plant and 
instead install individual heating systems in each building. 

This will improve the base's overall energy efficiency and 
save the Navy money. 

"We're looking forward to working with our contract 
partners on this very important project over the next few 
years," said NAVFAC Midwest Commanding Officer Capt. 
Scott Bernotas. "This is one of the most significant projects 
we've undertaken within the region. Not only is it large in 
scope, but also in future benefit. Decentralizing Great Lakes' 
steam distribution is really about preparing the base and Navy 
Region Midwest for a future where resources are more 
scarce." 

New infrastructure, including new gas lines and other 
supporting systems, will be installed around the base. The 
existing aging steam lines will be removed in a follow-on 
phase of the project, to be completed in 2017. 

While building occupants may not notice a difference in 
their work areas (Navywide directives set heating points at 68 
degrees and cooling points at 78 degrees), each building will 
be heated more efficiently, saving the Navy money, according 
to Public Works Department Great Lakes Energy Manager 
Peter Behrens. 

"Having heating systems for each building will eliminate 
the energy loss inherent in having what is essentially a 20-mile 
long radiator carrying steam around the base," said Behrens. 

NAVFAC anticipates this project will save the base 
around $9 million per year and reduce the base's overall 
energy intensity - the amount of energy used per square foot of 
occupied space - by 21 percent. 

Local projects like this will help the Department of the 
Navy to achieve Secretary Ray Mabus' energy goals to 
improve energy security and efficiency afloat and ashore, 
increase the military's energy independence, and help lead the 
nation toward a clean-energy economy. They will also help 
NSGL achieve energy efficiency goals required by 
presidential executive orders, the Energy Policy Act of 2005 
and the Energy Independence and Security Act of 2007. These 
require federal agencies to, among other things, reduce energy 
intensity by three percent annually and reduce water 
consumption by two percent annually. 
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27. NAVFAC Pacific Facility Manager Recognized For Energy Conservation Efforts 
(PACIFIC NEWS CENTER (GUAM) 21 JUN 12) 

PEARL HARBOR -- Ricky Nojima, facility manager for 
Naval Facilities Engineering Command (NAVFAC) Pacific, 
received the Navy Region Hawaii Energy Award for 2011, 
Individual, from Navy Region Hawaii Commander Rear Adm. 
Frank Ponds June 19 at Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam. 

"This recognition from Navy Region Hawaii is a great 
honor and I am humbled to have been nominated and chosen 
amongst other individuals from various organizations," said 
Nojima. "Reducing energy consumption is high on NAVFAC 
Pacific's priority list, so I'm extremely aware of instilling a 
culture of conservation throughout our workforce to ensure we 
continue to meet our goals." 

As facility manager for NAVFAC Pacific, Nojima took 
on duties as the lead Building Energy Monitor (BEM), Navy 
Region Hawaii, from October 2010 to September 2011. He 
assisted NAVFAC Pacific with several energy efficiency 
projects including reducing lighting levels in corridors, 
delamping fixtures above workspaces using task lighting, and 
installing and adjusting occupancy sensors in common areas. 

His efforts also helped to reduce energy consumption by more 
than 116,200 kilowatt-hours in fiscal year 2011. 

"Rick has done a tremendous job leading our energy 
efforts at NAVFAC Pacific and is well-deserving of this 
recognition," said NAVFAC Pacific Commander Rear Adm. 
Kate Gregory. "As the primary BEM, Rick was instrumental 
in reducing our overall energy consumption by 11% from 
fiscal year 2010 to 2011. He has exemplified continuous 
energy conservation efforts that have helped guide our 34-
person BEM team to meet energy standards within our 13 
facilities. We are extremely proud and honored to have Rick 
represent our Command and receive this prestigious award." 

The Region Energy Awards Program was established to 
recognize and provide an incentive to individuals, small 
groups, and activities occupying Region facilities for their 
energy conservation efforts annually. 

Joining Nojima as recipients of the Navy Region Energy 
Award for 2011 are Training Support Detachment, Activity 
winner, and Center for Surface Combat Systems Detachment 
Pearl Harbor, Small Group winner. 
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28. Habitat For Humanity Seeks Vets - To Live In Houses 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 21 JUN 12) ... Kate Wiltrout 

When Habitat for Humanity needs volunteers, military 
and veterans groups are often first in line to help lay flooring, 
hang drywall and install plumbing fixtures. 

But the local chapter is having a much harder time finding 
an eligible veteran for a house it will build as part of a new 
initiative called Habitat for Heroes. 

For almost a year, Habitat representatives have been 
handing out brochures at VA health clinics, touching base 
with veterans groups and contacting local businesses in hopes 
of finding veterans who need help buying a home of their 
own. 
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"Our thinking was, as the war winds down and with the 
economy the way it is, there will be folks with families who 
need this kind of opportunity to purchase a house," said Carla 
Johnson, director of development and marketing at Habitat for 
Humanity of South Hampton Roads. "It's a hand up, not a 
handout. This is not charity. This is an organization that is 
dedicated to giving people an opportunity of home 
ownership." 

The Habitat for Heroes home will be built in Virginia 
Beach as part of a two-unit townhouse off Bonney Road, 
Johnson said. Construction may start by October. 

Despite an earnest search, Habitat has not found any 
veterans who meet its specific criteria - a demonstrated need 
for adequate housing and a source of steady household income 
that doesn't exceed $43,000 for a family of four. 

Some applicants have too much debt to qualify, Johnson 
said; others make too much money. 

Johnson said Habitat typically receives hundreds of 
applications for about a dozen homes it builds each year in 
South Hampton Roads, so not having a recipient for the 
Habitat for Heroes project is an unfamiliar position for the 
organization. 

Census records show there are plenty of veterans around. 
As of 2010, the five South Hampton Roads cities counted 
almost 140,000 of them. 

They donate lots of time to Habitat. Johnson said about 
half of Habitat's local volunteers are active-duty or retired 
military members; military and veterans groups contribute 
about 4,600 hours of labor on each home. 

Stanley Bryant, a retired rear admiral who heads the 
agency's Habitat for Heroes effort, said some veterans might 
misunderstand the organization's mission or be too proud to 
ask for assistance. 

"Veterans are not forthcoming normally in saying, 'I want 
help.' They're very proud." 

Founded in 1976, Habitat for Humanity builds homes 
with volunteer labor and donated supplies, then "sells" them, 
at no profit and no interest, to families who couldn't afford a 
home. 

Bryant emphasized that Habitat homes aren't free - 
selected families must have a dependable income that enables 
them to pay for a mortgage, insurance and taxes on the home. 
They must contribute at least 250 hours of "sweat equity" on 
Habitat projects. 

Bryant noted that interested veterans need not have retired 
from the military. The only condition is that they received an 
honorable discharge. 

"It's become sort of a mindset: 'I don't have a Medal of 
Honor. I don't have a Silver Star.' They don't have to have 
gone to Afghanistan or Iraq," he said. "They just have to 
have... taken the oath to support and defend the Constitution." 

Bryant's daughter, a Realtor, has arranged for him to talk 
to property managers and mortgage brokers to help get the 
word out about Habitat for Heroes. 

Bryant is certain there are veterans now paying $1,000 a 
month in rent who would rather put $700 toward a no-interest 
mortgage and have $300 in disposable income each month. 

"This... ain't a free ride," he said, adding, "If this is 
successful, I can see it spreading like wildfire." 
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NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
29. Taking flight 
Snowboarder Kelly Clark goes for a ride in an F-18 fighter jet with the U.S. Navy 
(ESPN 20 JUN 12) ... Colin Bane 

Snowboarder Kelly Clark has double corks, 1260s, and 
new switch tricks on her mind as she looks to next winter and 
the 2014 Olympics in Sochi, Russia, but her training so far this 
summer has been a bit unorthodox, to say the least: 

On Tuesday, Clark and U.S. Ski Team racer Stacey Cook 
flew over California's Mammoth Mountain, flying in F-18 
Hornet fighter jets with U.S. Navy pilots, after receiving a 
condensed version of Aviation Physiology and Survival 
Training. We caught up with Clark, a two-time Olympic 
Halfpipe gold medalist and four-time X Games SuperPipe 
gold medalist, on Tuesday after her flight to find out how 
breaking the sound barrier and stomaching 6Gs compares to 
landing 1080s. 

Fill us in on what you've been just been up to? 
I'm just driving out to Carson from Naval Air Station 

Fallon, where I just climbed out of an F-18 a few hours ago. 
I'm kind of on cloud 9 right now. The opportunity came up 
through Stacey Cook, who is a member of the U.S. Ski Team: 
She had a connection through Mammoth Mountain to 
someone who worked up on the Navy Base about a possible 
opportunity for us to come out and go up in some jets. I'm 
always up for an adventure, so the U.S. Ski and Snowboard 
Association pursued it and set it up for us, and we got to have 

this experience of a lifetime. It was one of the most incredible 
things I've ever done. 

Were there a lot of "Top Gun" jokes all around? 
On the base we learned that they actually have a $10 fine 

for anybody who makes "Top Gun" references. I guess they're 
over it. 

What kind of training did you have to do to prepare 
for the flight? 

If you're doing more than one flight you typically have to 
go through a more intense training, but since it was just the 
one flight, we ended up just doing one full day of training that 
consisted of going through all the scenarios of what could go 
wrong and what to do in the event of an emergency. It was 
very detailed, and then we got all kitted out for our flights. We 
also did a meet-and-greet on the base and got to meet many of 
the men and women who are serving our country, which was 
inspiring in itself. 

What was the actual flight like? 
We each went up in the F-18 Hornet, which is exclusive 

to the Navy and has capabilities for landing on aircraft carriers 
out at sea. Stacey and I flew separately and we each went up 
with F-16s as our wingmen. We got to do an assortment of 
aerial maneuvers, a simulated bombing run, a tailchase with 
the wingmen, and some low-level flying at 500 feet, 
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navigating through a valley. The actual flight time was about 
an hour and a half. You're in an 8-point harness with G-pants 
on that are inflating and deflating like a blood pressure cuff as 
you start to get into increasing G-turns. Anything over 4Gs 
and it starts to max out, depending on a person's tolerance, and 
you have to use your breathing techniques to keep yourself 
from throwing up or passing out. Stacey and I both managed 
to hold it together. We each hit about 6Gs. 

How does that compare to landing 1080s and trying 
double corks? 

Much, much different. We broke the sound barrier -- that 
was pretty cool. There was upside down flying and loops, full 
back loops where you're looking up and seeing nothing but 
sky. The other thing that was cool was getting to meet this 
small, highly specialized group of people with a high level of 
expertise and realize that you have some things in common. 
Being an athlete, there was this moment of "I get you" and a 
level of respect from both sides because of it: You train for 
that one big moment, to be able to perform when it matters. 

Besides this, how has your summer been so far? 

I had a good spring with a little bit of travel and a little bit 
of home time, and I ended up buying a new home in 
Mammoth, so I've spent the last few weeks at home moving in 
and trying to get my grass to grow. I'm going to Mt. Hood for 
two weeks in July, and then I'll go down to New Zealand for 
the High Fives event -- the new event Burton's putting on -- 
and I'll do some photo shoots and the World Cup event down 
there. This summer and the upcoming season are sort of a 
building time for me: As we get closer to the 2014 Olympics 
in Sochi, I want to have my tricks more dialed. 

Anything else new with you? 
I'm just getting ready for my third annual Kelly Clark 

Foundation Golf Tournament, coming up on July 8 at the 
Haystack Golf Club in Wilmington, Vt. And I just launched 
my new website, KellyClarkFoundation.org. We're a non-
profit that gives scholarships to make snowboarding more 
accessible and gives kids tuition to go to mountain schools. 
Last year we were able to give out 14 scholarships to kids 
across the United States. I want to be able to look back one 
day and see that snowboarding is better because of my part in 
it. 
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30. Army Renewable Energy Commitment Is Serious: Hammack Details Program 
(AOL DEFENSE 19 JUN 12) ... Peter Gardett 

The commitment of the U.S. military to renewable energy 
is serious, long-term and about guaranteeing energy security 
for missions, and it is not a short-term environmental program, 
the U.S. Army's energy and installations chief stressed today. 

"I'm here to tell you that the Army is serious about this; 
this is not about environmentalism," U.S. Army Assistant 
Secretary for Installations, Energy and Environment Katherine 
Hammack said at the Renewable Energy Finance Forum – 
Wall Street in New York City today. 

Military installations need to be highly energy efficient, 
include smart grid networks that can prioritize and match 
loads and have sufficient baseload power to meet "critical 
mission sets," Hammack stressed. 

A commitment by the Department of Defense to install 3 
GW of renewable energy by 2020 has emerged as a rare bright 
spot for the U.S. renewable energy business, which is 
struggling to grow as low natural gas prices combine with 
slipping federal budget support for incentives to limit the 
appeal of wind, solar and other renewable energy sources. 

While the U.S. Army, which like the other two armed 
services has committed to a 1GW share of the total renewable 
energy planned portfolio, already produces roughly 48,000 
MW hours of renewable energy each year, it will have to grow 
that number significantly to meet its goal. Roughly 100 MW 
of the Army's commitment has been chosen, and the 
remaining 900 MW will be selected and announced over the 
next several years as the program ramps up. 

The need for increased self-sufficiency through 
distributed renewable energy is self-evident in the context of 
both reliability and the Army's budget, Hammack said. 

There has been a "fourfold" increase in power disruption 
in the past year to military installations she said, amid a $1 
billion climb in the Army's energy costs year over year despite 
only a 2% rise in consumption. The Army's total energy bill 
was $5 billion in 2011, she said. 

"This is about the bottom line of the United States Army; 
it is about military effectiveness," retired U.S. Navy Vice 
Admiral Dennis McGuinn, who is now the President of the 
American Council on Renewable Energy (ACORE), said 
about the program at REFF Wall Street. 

With a focus on identifying renewable energy suppliers 
able to provide a range of potential project solutions, smaller 
and more focused renewable energy firms have previously 
issued complaints about the Department of Defense approach 
to contracting for fulfillment of its renewable energy goals. 
The Army is now "adopting a flexible approach that will 
reflect site-specific needs" when it comes to contracting, and 
is seeking to speed the contracting process overall, Hammack 
said. 

Energy performance savings contracts and long-term 
power purchase agreements backed by the federal 
government's strong credit rating will help the Army leverage 
private capital as it faces its share of roughly half a trillion 
dollars in budget cuts over the next decade, Hammack said. 
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31. USS Yorktown Making Plans To Increase Visitor Experience 
(WCSC CBS CHARLESTON (SC) 20 JUN 12) ... Philip Weiss 

The USS Yorktown is preparing to reinvent itself. 
The Patriots Point Development Authority Board has 

hired MUSAIC Design Group to develop a Museum 
Experience Master Plan for the USS Yorktown. The project is 
expected to cost $2 million over the next three to four years. 

"The USS Yorktown will turn 70 next year; but the 
majority of our visitors are a much younger demographic," 
said Patriots Point Executive Director Mac Burdette. "They 
expect a well-rounded experience that incorporates history 
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with the latest technology and this process will allow us to 
achieve that over a three to four year period." 

Burdette says the process will create a new museum 
experience on the Yorktown that will increase visitation and 
interest in Patriots Point. 

A selection committee chose MUSAIC among nine 
proposals in part due to the group's experience. MUSIAC has 
worked with a number of museums and cultural attractions to 
incorporate interpretive planning, exhibition design, 
environmental graphic design, and project administration. 

"We were impressed by MUSAIC Design Group's 
experience and enthusiasm for this project," said Susan 
Marlowe, Chair of the Museum Services Committee. "We 
look forward to collaborating with their team of experts to 
modernize visitors' experiences aboard the USS Yorktown." 

MUSAIC is expected to create a project that includes 
graphics, special effects, live programs, audiovisual media, 
and interactive technology. Yorktown officials say this 
upgrade will fully transform the Yorktown experience. 
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32. Decommissioned Cruiser Long Beach Faces Auction 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 20 JUN 12) 

BREMERTON, Wash. — A decommissioned guided 
missile cruiser at the Puget Sound Naval Shipyard will be 
auctioned for scrap. 

The Government Liquidation business in Scottsdale, 
Ariz., says the decommissioned cruiser Long Beach contains 
more than 7 million pounds of steel, aluminum and copper. 

Radioactive materials have been removed from the 
nuclear-powered vessel. Long Beach was commissioned in 
1961 and saw action in the Vietnam War. It was deactivated in 
1994 and towed to Puget Sound. 

Government Liquidation will start taking bids July 10. 
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33. Report Faults Military School's Use Of Anti-Islamic Material 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 21 JUN 12) ... Pauline Jelinek 

Poor judgment and poor oversight led to the teaching of 
anti-Islamic material at a military school for officers, 
according to a Pentagon report released Wednesday. 

An Army lieutenant colonel who taught the class has been 
relieved of his teaching duties, and investigators 
recommended reviewing the actions of two civilian officials at 
the Virginia school to see whether they, too, should face 
discipline, the Defense Department said in a statement. 

A course for military officers at Joint Forces Staff College 
in Norfolk included material that portrayed the United States 
as at war with Islam. That's an idea counter to repeated 
assertions by U.S. officials that the nation is fighting a war 
against terrorists. 

Some of the material suggested that the United States 
ultimately might have to obliterate the Islamic holy cities of 
Mecca and Medina without regard for civilian deaths, citing 
such World War II precedents as the atomic bombing of 
Hiroshima, Japan, and the allied firebombing of Dresden, 
Germany. 

Lt. Col. Matthew Dooley also taught that the Geneva 
Convention, which sets standards for the treatment of 
prisoners, was "no longer relevant" and instructed officers that 
Muslims "hate everything you stand for." 

The Pentagon suspended the course in late April when a 
student objected to the material. The FBI also changed some 
agent training last year after discovering that its curriculum, 
too, was critical of Islam. 

The report was released by the office of chairman of the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff, Army Gen. Martin Dempsey, who had 
ordered all of the service branches to review their training to 
ensure that courses don't use anti-Islamic material and that 
procedures are in place to screen course content. 

The two-part review found that such problems with 
approving curriculum, presentations and guest lecturers 
existed only at Joint Forces Staff College, said a statement 
from Dempsey's spokesman, Marine Col. Dave Lapan. 

The inquiry into the Norfolk elective course, called 
"Perspectives on Islam and Islamic Radicalism," found 
"institutional failures in oversight and judgment" that allowed 
the course to be modified over time in a way that left out 
instruction on U.S. counterterrorism strategy and policy. 
Somewhere along the line, the course adopted "a teaching 
methodology that portrayed Islam almost entirely in a negative 
way," Lapan said. 

Dooley was removed from his teaching job this year. 
Lapan said he is due for a routine transfer to another 
assignment in August. 

Among other recommendations are that the course should 
be redesigned to include aspects of U.S. policy and that the 
course should rely less on outside instruction, which included 
guest speakers. The report suggested changing the school's 
system for reviewing and approving course curriculum. 
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OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
34. A Different Kind Of Invisible Wound 
(TIME 20 JUN 12) ... Barbara Van Dahlen 

A new documentary called The Invisible War, from 
award-winning filmmakers Kirby Dick and Amy Ziering, 
exposes a brutal reality that affects far too many within our 

military community. It also provides an important framework 
to understand the impact of military sexual assault on those 
who serve and their families. 
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It sets the stage for discussions and actions that must be 
taken if we are to protect those who defend our country from 
attacks that can occur from within. And it confirms that we 
must ensure that services are available for those who have 
already been harmed. Despite the Department of Defense’s 
existing “Zero Tolerance Policy” toward sexual assault, such 
cases have continued to rise in recent years. In 2011 alone, 
3,192 men and women reported that they were sexually 
assaulted while serving in the military. 

The Invisible War tells the stories of several brave men 
and women who step forward to share their experience of 
being sexually attacked while in the military. Apparently, 
hundreds of veterans were interviewed for this project and 
their stories were strikingly similar. 

These men and women choose to serve our country by 
joining the armed forces—and are devastated by the assault 
they experience and the lack of support they receive from the 
institution they have devoted themselves to. 

Understandably, this type of attack and betrayal often 
leads to the development of severe mental-health difficulties 
for the men and women who are its victims. Indeed, today 
many of the female veterans treated by the Department of 
Veterans Affairs and other programs receive a diagnosis of 
Military Sexual Trauma (MST). 

The film also explores several compounding factors: 
military sexual-assault survivors lack access to a fair and 
transparent justice system, and they are often subject to 
continued exposure to the attacker. That can result in repeated 
trauma, ridicule, and reprisals — both personally and 
professionally. 

Sexual assaults in the civilian world are underreported. 
But in the military, survivors typically remain silent even 
more loudly. 

The Department of Defense reports that an estimated 86% 
of service members do not report an assault when it occurs. 
One contributing factor appears to be the fact that for 25% of 

military sexual assault survivors, the person they would report 
the assault to is the perpetrator. 

Some who do report the attack are subject to retribution 
and “second victimization” during the investigation. This 
exacerbates the development of serious mental health 
conditions including depression and symptoms of post-
traumatic stress. 

In fact, Military Sexual Trauma is the leading cause of 
post-traumatic stress disorder among female veterans, 
surpassing combat trauma. These mental health repercussions 
increase the likelihood of other serious and devastating 
conditions such as substance abuse, homelessness, and 
suicide. 

On June 22, The Invisible War will begin showing in 
select theaters across the country. To do more than merely 
watch, click here. 

My organization, Give an Hour — which offers free 
mental-health care to returning troops, their families, and their 
communities – is proud to support this important 
documentary. It raises awareness about a devastating situation 
affecting those who serve our country—a situation that we can 
and must prevent. 

The good news is that many within the military 
community are eager to address the issues that have resulted in 
these unacceptable violations of all fo which our military 
stands. President Obama and Defense Secretary Leon Panetta 
have both spoken of their firm commitment to address the 
issue. Leadership is critical — and action is necessary — so 
that those who are vulnerable are protected, those who are 
injured are treated, and those who abuse are prosecuted and 
removed. 

Barbara Van Dahlen is a Washington, D.C.-area 
psychologist who founded Give An Hour, a private non-profit 
group that pairs volunteer mental-health professionals with 
U.S. military personnel back from war. 
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“Character” 
VADM Richardson just posted the following post on his 

COMSUBFOR blog. Although he wrote it with the Submarine 
Force in mind, I believe his message is dead-on and applies to 
all of us as well. Give it a read and let us know what you 
think. 

ADM J. C. Harvey, Jr. Commander, U.S. Fleet Forces 
 
Character by VADM John M. Richardson from 

Commander Submarine Forces, June 19 
It’s been a long time since I last added to this blog. So 

long, in fact, that I considered just shutting it down! It seems 
that there is no greater sin in the blogosphere than to be 
dormant. It’s not as if we have been quiet. Since making the 
last post, I have given 20 or so speeches, written an article for 
the U.S. Naval Institute’s PROCEEDINGS magazine (the 
magazine that contains our Navy’s intellectual dialogue, and 
one I HIGHLY recommend), and have made several trips 

around the Force. So now that I’m back, I thought that I’d 
share some thoughts I’ve had since I last posted. 

I’ve been talking to the Submarine Force about two 
things: 

 Building depth – training and mentoring our future 
submarine force 

 The importance of Character in what we do 

I’d like to discuss Character in this post and come back to 
‘building depth’ in a later post. 

Our character – our moral and ethical quality - is hard-
wired to the success of our mission as a Navy, and particularly 
as naval leaders. From my standpoint, we need to pay 
particular attention to this in the submarine Force. Let me 
explain… 

Our submarine force offers an important, unique 
contribution to our navy and our nation: we have a significant 
hard and soft kill payload that can go to sea and stay 
undetected for months at a time. We can and do go anywhere 
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in the world and operate independently without logistic 
support or communications – truly self-sustaining. We are 
independent and invisible, providing our nation’s decision-
makers with a wide range of options; most notably, a non-
provacative platform that can quietly inform diplomacy one 
day, and then enforce it the next. Invisibility and independence 
is our advantage and it’s critical to our mission. 

But our advantage comes with responsibility. In order to 
maintain the trust and confidence of our leaders and Sailors, 
we must constantly be assessing, correcting, and improving 
ourselves. We must get underway, and left largely to our own 
devices, return stronger than when we left. 

Invisibility and character have a long relationship, and it 
hasn’t always been a healthy one. Being out of sight can 
uniquely challenge one’s character. This is not a new idea. In 
the Second Book of the Republic, written around 400 BC, 
Plato describes the challenge of the Ring of Gyges – a ring 
that will make its wearer invisible. From The Republic: 

Suppose now that there were two such magic rings, and 
the just put on one of them and the unjust the other; no man 
can be imagined to be of such an iron nature that he would 
stand fast in justice. No man would keep his hands off what 
was not his own when he could safely take what he liked out 
of the market, or go into houses and lie with any one at his 
pleasure, or kill or release from prison whom he would, and in 
all respects be like a god among men. 

Then the actions of the just would be as the actions of the 
unjust; they would both come at last to the same point. — 
Plato's Republic, 360b-d (Jowett trans.) 

Plato surmised that we are moral because we must be – 
and that left unchecked by society’s eye, we’d devolve to a 
state of low morality, of low character. Beyond Plato and 
several examples in mythology (think Gollum in Tolkein’s 
Lord of the Rings), there is plenty of evidence to support this 
proposition. One only need consider the more recent examples 
of the Stanford Prison Experiment in 1971 or the abuses of 
Abu Ghraib prison in 2004-2006, both of which had elements 
of “invisibility,” to find examples of the degeneration of 
character that can occur when you think no one is looking. In 
short, Plato may have been on to something. 

The Navy has been interested in the study of character, 
and its relation to being out of sight, for a long time – in fact 
the Stanford Prison Experiment mentioned above was funded 
by the Office of Naval Research. It makes sense – ships are on 
their own, out of sight – exhibiting some of the same elements 
that can lead to the sort of trouble that Plato talked about 
almost 2500 years ago. Even within the ships themselves there 
are opportunities for this “out of sight” behavior. Submarines 
even more so. If we think about instances of hazing, they often 
occur in areas of the ship that have been allowed to become 
remote – out of the normal ship’s circulation and not visited 
often enough by supervision. They become “sanctuaries” for 
outrageous behavior. One important ingredient for eliminating 
hazing and other outrageous and undesirable behavior is to 
eliminate these out of the way, “invisible” sanctuaries. 

Polls routinely show that the military usually ranks at or 
near the top of any list of institutions when it comes to the 
confidence of our citizens. That’s proper and just – they 
desperately believe that those defending this country, those 
willing to go into harm’s way for us and for other nations, are 
our most honorable. When we military leaders fall short in 

character, it shakes the foundation of the standard against 
which all others are measured - it’s front page news, and that 
should be no surprise. It’s a violation of the trust placed in us 
to take care of the sons and daughters, brothers and sisters, 
fathers and mothers that America sends to our care. 

Any claim to leadership we have is founded on the trust 
and confidence that our Sailors, and the American People, 
have in us. It’s only possible to have that foundation if our 
leadership has strong character – strong moral courage. We 
KNOW what’s right, and we have the strength to DO what’s 
right. And furthermore, we have the responsibility – it’s our 
charge of command – to develop strong character in our 
subordinates, to build depth in our Navy now and into the 
future. 

We’re not perfect. In the Submarine Force we’ve had 
some high-visibility lapses in character. You’ve read about 
them: the cheating incident on USS MEMPHIS, the 
fraternization between the Chief of the Boat and a female 
midshipman on USS NEBRASKA, an incident of hazing on 
USS FLORIDA, and the financial misconduct of some Supply 
Officers in Kings Bay. In each case, once discovered, these 
incidents were thoroughly investigated, and appropriate people 
were held accountable. This is our approach and we’ll 
continue to address these cases swiftly and decisively. 

The discussion on these cases has been vigorous in the 
media and the blogosphere. I frequently take questions about 
these incidents when I travel – people want to know how this 
can possibly happen. To so many, it just doesn’t check…it’s 
so out of whack with their expectations, and feels so personal 
and close to home. A violation by one seems to be a violation 
against all. Again, we can’t be surprised by these feelings or 
the questions that come with them. Indeed we owe an 
explanation and we must participate in these discussions. Most 
of the substance of the media reports comes from the report of 
our own investigations that we release in response to Freedom 
of Information Act requests. And if we learn legitimate new 
information from these discussions in the media, we explore 
each new revelation until we have as complete a picture as 
possible. 

Together with the rest of the Navy, Submarine Force 
leadership will continue to stress the importance of character 
in our force, and in particular our leaders. There is currently a 
vigorous and growing discussion of this throughout the force – 
that’s exactly how it should be. We need to take every 
opportunity to make character – our moral and ethical quality 
– not something exclusively academic but something we talk 
about directly every day. It should be part of our conversations 
in wardrooms and chief’s quarters. It should be discussed up 
front at our operational briefs – the importance of keeping our 
integrity intact. In this way, we make every evolution we do a 
leadership laboratory, a source of strength. 

The Submarine Force is one of our nation’s true stealth 
forces. We get much of our strength from being invisible for 
long periods of time. To do this successfully, we must 
recognize the challenge that this poses and take every 
opportunity to make each other morally and ethically stronger 
– to strengthen the bond of trust and confidence we have 
within our Force and with our nation. Our best people – our 
Sailors – deserve nothing less. 
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What fundamental skills do today's midshipmen need 
to learn in order to lead the Navy three decades from now? 
by Vice Adm. Michael H. Miller from Information 
Dissemination, June 21 

Today's guest is Vice Admiral Michael H. Miller, the 61st 
Superintendent of the U.S. Naval Academy. 

The plebes entering the Naval Academy this year will be 
flag officers and general officers in the 2040’s and 2050’s. 
What fundamental skills do today's midshipmen need to learn 
in order to lead the Navy three decades from now? 

One of the great strengths of the Naval Academy is our 
dedication to a relatively short - but incredibly important - 
Mission Statement. In just one sentence it lays out a three step 
process, essentially unchanged for 167 years, designed to 
produce leaders of character to serve the nation: 

“To develop Midshipmen morally, mentally, and 
physically and to imbue them with the highest ideals of duty, 
honor, and loyalty in order to graduate leaders who are 
dedicated to a career of naval service and have potential for 
future development in mind and character, to assume the 
highest responsibilities of command, citizenship, and 
government.” 

Whether our graduates are serving in the 2040’s/2050’s as 
flag/general officers, captains of industry, or leaders in 
government, this mission lays out the guiding principles of 
how we prepare them to assume the highest responsibilities of 
command, citizenship, and government. Central to this 
process, midshipmen graduating today must possess the 
integrity, imagination, and innovation to adapt to the ever-
changing landscape of security challenges in the future. 

First and foremost, we must graduate leaders with the 
proclivity for continuing development in mind and character. 
Indeed, our ultimate goal must be to produce officers who 
embark on a lifetime of learning - the journey only starts at the 
Naval Academy. The successful delivery of this end product 
naturally requires that we look to more tangible metrics and 
near term objectives in the course of “building tomorrow’s 
leaders, today.” We are aided in this process by our customers, 
the United States Navy and Marine Corps, who charter us to 
commission roughly 1000 Ensigns/Second Lieutenants each 
year. We have built a process that enables Fleet feedback, so 
that we are able to adjust the 47 month experience here at the 
Academy to meet the needs of the Fleet. As a starting point, 
before they are ready to take command or wear stars, these 
young men and women must first succeed at the challenges 
they will first face as junior officers. As a result, much of the 
four year experience at the Naval Academy is focused on 
building a “thinking warrior” with the adaptability to confront 
the conflicts of today while planting the seeds that will bear 
the fruits of victory thirty years hence. The fundamental skills 
needed to lead the Navy three decades from now are 
inseparable from those needed in this coming decade; it is a 
continuum of integrity, commitment, self-discipline, and a 
sense for when it’s time to “throw out the book.” These are the 
traits that have been the hallmark of successful naval officers 
for over 235 years. 

When asked about the foundation needed to lead in the 
naval service, I am often reminded of the dialogue we attribute 
to John Paul Jones regarding the qualifications of a Naval 
Officer. “It is by no means enough that an officer of the Navy 
should be a capable mariner. He must be that of course, but 

also a great deal more. He should be as well a gentleman of 
liberal education, refined manners, punctilious courtesy, and 
the nicest sense of personal honor.” I have no doubt that the 
next generation of Naval Officers must possess refined 
manners and punctilious courtesy, as well as a cultural 
awareness and understanding that was also expected of 
mariners during Jones’ era. 

The challenges of today require that our officers possess a 
multi-disciplinary education, and all indications are that this 
broader vision will be only more greatly valued in the future. 
We must take the additional steps beyond the traditional 
model of a “liberal education,” and focus on the nuanced 
interrelationships of a variety of disciplines. Naval Officers 
have historically held diplomatic roles, as they frequently 
would be the first to reach and interact with other nations and 
cultures. This remains true today in the sense that the nation 
continues to expect that our graduates will be global leaders. 
At the Naval Academy, this means we must have a continued 
emphasis on language and cultural experience for all 
midshipmen, so they are prepared to work with new and 
emerging partners, such as China, Russia, Brazil, India, and 
South Korea, as well as our traditional allies around the world. 
International immersion for midshipmen is one of our highest 
priorities here at USNA. 

Perhaps the most pressing, multi-disciplinary threat we 
face today is cyber warfare. I am convinced that the officers 
we commission today will have to prove themselves as 
warriors against threats in cyberspace long before they assume 
flag rank. Cyberspace cuts across the traditional disciplines, 
and it is for this reason that we created the Center for Cyber 
Security Studies at USNA. In point of fact, we have mandated 
this immersive experience for every student across the broad 
range of the curriculum. Our Center enhances the education of 
midshipmen, the research of our world-class faculty, and the 
training of our future officers with courses and affiliations 
across the academic departments, as well as internship 
opportunities at the National Security Agency and National 
Defense University. 

Ethical leadership is the critical third dimension of 
everything we do at the Naval Academy and is what Jones 
meant when he referred to a Naval Officer having the “nicest 
sense of personal honor.” The distinguishing feature of our 
future naval professionals must be their ability to serve as 
ethical, covenant leaders. Producing honorable leaders who 
have the trust of seniors and subordinates alike is a timeless 
requirement, even more important today as the nature of 
warfare changes and the nation looks to our military for the 
defense of its people and principles. 

These leaders of the future will be challenged with ethical 
questions that would have sounded like science fiction only a 
decade ago. Drone warfare, cyber attacks, and other 
technological advances have changed our risk/reward 
calculations and must be balanced against issues of national 
sovereignty, moral imperatives, and human rights. Already, 
our graduates are returning to the field with complex 
prosthetic limbs to replace those lost after a decade of warfare 
in Iraq and Afghanistan. They will soon need to decide 
whether weapons with artificial intelligence will be permitted 
algorithms that enable them to decide to take human life. 

I am confident that our graduates will be ready to answer 
these challenges when called. They are already thinking about 
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these issues and others as part of our combined programs of 
honor, character, and leadership education; programs designed 
to instill in them the understanding that being a leader of 
character requires a lifelong commitment to personal 
development. It goes back to the Mission of the Naval 
Academy and the task to graduate leaders with the potential 
for future development of mind and character. They have 
more than the potential for future development; they are 
already in the development process, and know that they must 
continue on that path. The future of our Navy, Marine Corps, 
and Nation depends on them. 

I think we can all agree with Jones’ sentiment that a 
Naval Officer “must of course be a capable mariner.” After all 
is said and done, a naval force is made of men and women 
who “go down to the sea in ships.” Our officers must be 
capable mariners throughout their careers – but over the 
course of decades, they need be so much more. The 
Navy/Marine Corps team is a calling as much as it is a 
profession, and as such the Naval Academy must produce 
leaders with the technological know-how, the cultural insight, 
and the ethical foundation that will stand the test of time. Most 
assuredly, those tests are coming – and our young 
Midshipmen must be up to the challenge. Given what I have 
witnessed here on the banks of the Severn, they will meet, and 
exceed, those expectations, thanks to their creativity in 
adapting skill sets from the past and applying them to the 
threats of the future. 

 
From the Philippines to Around the World a Mother’s 

Values Continue to Resonate by Freddy Mawanay from 
Pacific Partnership 2012 Blog, June 19 

My name is HMC(FMF) Freddie B. Mawanay. I am a 
Chief in the United States Navy and currently work in the 
Pharmacy Department on the USNS Mercy (T-AH 19). 
Besides having a full time job in the military, I am also a full-
time student at North Central University, studying for my 
Doctor of Philosophy in Business Administration with a focus 
in Health Care Management. 

I was born in Kabugao, a province in the mountainous 
region of Apayao in the Philippines, reachable by a four hour 
bus ride from the nearest city. My life was comfortable. Meals 
were served three times a day at home and my mother was a 
housewife but worked home-growing and selling pigs. 
Growing up around her made me learn to live life simply and 
to be content with everything even the smallest pleasures. I 
grew up knowing that her efforts, time, and sacrifice for the 
family truly were the driving forces to where I am at and who 
I am today. Her love will forever be a priceless gift. 

I left the Philippines when I was 12 to live on the other 
side of the world in the United States with my brother in 
Riverdale, Georgia. There are no words to describe my 
emotions when I traveled alone to a place where all I knew, is 
that it would give me a better future. 

In 2011, I received orders to my dream job – to serve 
aboard USNS Mercy (T-AH 19). Prior to being assigned 
aboard Mercy, community service had been an ongoing 
passion of mine, as evidenced by my two Military Outstanding 
Volunteer Service Medal Awards. So the opportunity to 
participate in Pacific Partnership – now on its seventh year – 
was perfect. I could follow my passion and have a truly global 
outreach. Pacific Partnership has been partnering with other 

countries in the Pacific to build relationships through 
humanitarian services including medical, dental, engineering, 
and veterinary services. 

Previously, I had hosted a luncheon at a local foster home 
in the Philippines where I served meals and entertained over 
60 battered women, abandoned children and elderly. Even so, 
this experience so far with Pacific Partnership has surpassed 
my expectations. In Sangihe, Indonesia, I participated in one 
of the MEDCAP (Medical Community Action Project) 
operations where we filled and dispensed more than 2,000 
prescriptions to the local community. The smile of patients 
even after tooth extraction and the contentment of getting their 
medications make me proud that I am a part of a bigger entity 
– and proud that I am a United States Sailor contributing to 
global humanitarian services. 

On this mission, patients are not the only focus but also 
the interaction with the host nation and partner nations during 
the MEDCAP, VETCAP, ENGCAPS and SMEE (Subject 
Matter Expert Exchanges) contribute to Pacific Partnership 12. 
From the hospitality of the host nation to the team approach of 
the partner nations, a stronger chain of global relationships are 
being bonded. This experience is truly commendable and 
unforgettable. 

As the ship anchors out in the islands of Samar, an 
unclear view of mountains and houses are seen. Everyone is 
excited in the department. Upon reviewing the lessons learned 
from our previous MEDCAPS in Indonesia, we assessed and 
developed some process improvements for our mission here in 
the Philippines. 

Today, I reviewed and finalized the Tagalog translation of 
our English prescriptions. These prescriptions were sent to 
Patient Administration for printing. Once printed, we cut each 
prescription and divided into six for each MEDCAP. 
Education and training have been a valued part of this journey. 
I created a cultural competency crash course on simple 
phrases, simple words, and numbers all translated into the 
Waray dialect. During training, we went over pronunciation as 
well. As we disembark to our MEDCAP tomorrow, the value 
of this training will prepare us to better interact with our host 
nation. 

Looking back in time, I wonder what I would be doing if I 
had not gone to the land of green pastures? Would I be serving 
the community as I am now? Would I be a part of this 
unforgettable experience? There is not much of a time to look 
back and be hypothetical, but I know for sure that I am here in 
my home country – ready to execute what I came here for and 
contribute to the success of the mission. 

 
NMRC & STEM: Encourages student to pursue 

science and engineering careers by Capt. Richard 
Haberberger, Jr. from Navy Medicine Live, June 20 

Captain Richard L. Haberberger, Jr. is commanding 
officer, Naval Medical Research Center. 

Often, when we talk about Navy Medicine's notable 
achievements in biomedical research and development, we 
highlight those who came before us whose efforts and 
accomplishments laid the cornerstones for the foundation of 
our successful enterprise. To sustain our legacy, we also need 
to look to the future, and that means reaching out to our 
nation's young people and inspiring them to plan a productive 
and creative career in medicine and research. The need is great 
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because large numbers of Naval science, technology, 
engineering and mathematics (STEM) professionals will be 
retiring over the next few years, and fewer American students 
are graduating with the preparation and interest needed to 
pursue STEM careers. STEM fields are academic and 
professional disciplines considered the core technological 
underpinnings of a successful society, and the strength of the 
STEM workforce is viewed as an indicator of a nation's 
sustainability. 

This summer, NMRC is proud to have six high school 
students, five undergraduate students and one graduate student 
participating in our STEM outreach efforts. These students 
represent four area high schools (Northwest, Richard 
Montgomery, Montgomery Blair, and Thomas Jefferson High 
School for Science and Technology) and four colleges 
(Gettysburg College, the University of Pittsburgh-Bradford, 
the University of Georgia, and the University of Toledo). All 
will be working in the Infectious Diseases Research 
Directorate here. 

Did you know that only 33 percent of eighth graders are 
interested in STEM majors and only six percent of high school 
seniors will get a bachelor's degree in a STEM field? The U.S. 
is ranked 27th out of 29 developed countries for the rate of 
STEM bachelor's degrees awarded. Six percent of U.S. 
undergraduates major in engineering compared with 12 
percent in Europe, 20 percent in Singapore and 40 percent in 
China. I encourage all of our science staff to actively serve as 
ambassadors of Navy Medicine research and development and 
reach out to both schoolchildren and college students who will 
be our future scientists and researchers. 

View Clip (RT: 4:43) 
 
Sickle Cell and Recruit Training by Lt. Ian Lang from 

Navy Medicine Live, June 19 
Lt. Ian Lang is an internist at Naval Hospital Beaufort 
Parris Island in S.C. is home to one of two U.S. Marine 

Corps Recruiting Depots (MCRD), where approximately 
20,000 Marine recruits train annually. While this training 
includes the familiar ropes, bars, and inclined walls, there is 
another, much more subtle obstacle to the training process: the 
recruit blood screen. Of the several tests which Marine recruits 
undergo, perhaps none is as complex an issue as the screen for 
sickle cell disease. 

Sickle cell disease is a genetic hematologic disorder in 
which normal adult hemoglobin is substituted by hemoglobin 
S. Under certain circumstances, this form of the oxygen-
carrying part of blood becomes viscous, resulting in damage to 
the body. Situations which may exacerbate this include low-
oxygen conditions, such as those faced by pilots or service 
members at increased altitudes. Notably for the military, in 
1968, four recruits with sickle cell trait (a carrier condition for 
sickle cell disease) died during training exercises at elevation. 
Following this, the U.S. Navy began testing all recruits and 
limiting the operational billets available to those who tested 
positive. This persisted until 1981, when a class action law 
suit was filed against the Air Force Academy, citing racial 
discrimination by declining to admit students with sickle cell 
trait, which is predominantly found in African Americans. In 
1981, the Department of Defense mandated that restrictions be 
removed. 

Today, to identify potential Marines at risk, all Marine 
recruits have a battery of blood testing done on day three of 
training by staff at Branch Health Clinic MCRD Parris Island. 
Results are sent to the Medical Dispositions Officer for 
review. If a recruit shows more than 45 percent hemoglobin S, 
a recruit can be separated from training for a condition that is 
disqualifying but is not a disability. All separated recruits 
receive specific counseling on the condition. As this is an 
inherited disorder, all separated recruits additionally receive 
genetic counseling. Recruits with hemoglobin S present at less 
than 45% are also counseled, but may return to training. This, 
too, is done with some level of debate. In the late 1970s and 
early 1980s, a study of military recruits found the risk of death 
in those with sickle cell trait to be 32 in 100,000, compared 
with one in 100,000 in other recruits. There is speculation, 
including unpublished data by the author, that the majority of 
these deaths could be prevented with adequate prevention of 
heat-related illness. With Parris Island average temperatures 
and humidity well above the United States averages, Marine 
recruits are given extensive education on proper hydration and 
avoidance of heat stroke. 

It is important to understand the intricacies of military 
recruit sickle cell screening as we recognize World Sickle Cell 
Day. We have recently seen changes implemented in 
screening recommendations for numerous diseases, including 
cervical cancer and prostate cancer. The laboratory assessment 
of diseases is an ever-changing task, and the assessment of 
diseases in the military setting adds yet another layer to this 
issue. Ultimately, the military has the difficult but critical 
mission of screening personnel for potentially life-threatening 
conditions, but we also must ensure that those screening 
procedures serve our members well. 

For those with sickle cell disease, it is important to 
remember that it is a life-long condition. There are several 
types of treatments, both acute and chronic. It is imperative 
that people with sickle cell disease stay hydrated, get their 
recommended vaccines to help avoid infection, and alert their 
physician right away for pain- especially chest pain- or fever. 

 
CMS – China’s Great White Fleet from gCaptain, 

June 18 
The New Great White Fleet – Will China’s fleet of secret 

surveillance ships soon outnumber the U.S. Navy? 
It has been over three years since China made the drastic, 

but failed, attempt of ordering the U.S. Navy ocean 
surveillance ship, USNS Impeccable, to leave the South China 
sea. The order ratcheted tensions between the U.S. and China 
but resulted in little more than political volleys being thrown 
between the two countries. China has not given up however on 
claiming almost the entire body of water as their own, 
demarcating their claims within what is known as the nine-
dotted line. A line which overlaps the borders of virtually 
every other country in the region. 

Rather, they have turned their attention from military to 
commercial vessels in the area. 

Three weeks ago, the Philippine Department of Foreign 
Affairs expressed "grave concern" in a statement to the 
Chinese Embassy after a fleet of Chinese vessels around 
Scarborough Shoal, a rich fishing ground just 123 miles (198 
km) west of the former American stronghold of Subic Bay 
Phillipines and well within that country’s Economic Exclusion 
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Zone, began harassing local boats Tensions increased between 
the both countries until yesterday when both nations, citing the 
arrival of typhoon season, ordered the pullback of vessels in 
the region. 

While many local fishermen argued against the pullback, 
the orders come from the top and carry the weight of their 
country’s presidential seal. News first appeared over the 
weekend of Philippines’ president Benigno S. Aquino’s 
ordered that all Philippine vessels return to port citing the 
rough seas and heavy rains of three tropical storms which 
currently surround the island nation. It is hoped that China 
follows suit and a diplomatic solution for each nations 
sovereignty claims are found. 

"We hope there will continue to be an easing in the 
situation and hope bilateral cooperation will recover and be 
safeguarded," said Chinese Foreign Ministry, Hong Lei on 
Monday. 

Some maritime experts in the region believe however, 
that tensions will again escalate after the menacing typhoons 
disappear. 

Worries extend not only over the larger nation’s 
diplomatic claims over the region – claims in which China 
argues span centuries of maritime history – but in China’s 
increasing military strength in the region. At the heart of the 
problem is the aggressive newbuild strategy of the China 
Marine Surveillance (CMS) agency, a paramilitary maritime 
law enforcement agency created on 19 October 1998 under the 
auspices of China’s State Oceanic Administration and 
responsible for law enforcement within the territorial waters, 
exclusive economic zones (EEZ) and shores of the People’s 
Republic Of China. 

Does history repeate itself? 
Painted white with the English words, "China Marine 

Surveillance" emblazoned in tall blue letters across the sides 
of their hulls, the vessels being built for CMS are reminiscent 
of the great battleships built by the United States at the turn of 
the last century. Those ships, were painted gleaming white to 
represent the peacetime stance of America’s naval power, but 
color aside, the primary purpose of those vessels were to 
enforce the Roosevelt corollary to the Monroe Doctrine, which 
allowed the United States to "exercise international policy 
power" and keep smaller countries on their feet. The vessels, 
later referred to as America’s Great White Fleet, also surved to 
enforce America’s claim over foreign territories won in the 
Spanish American War. Territories which included the 
Phillipines. 

CMS’s ships approximate the size Roosevelt’s battleships 
– the largest being just 20 meters shorter in length than the 
dreadnought USS Carolina, but they are by no means modern 
battlewagons capable of projecting military might. Rather, the 
ships are lightly armed law enforcement vessels that, without 
external armament, look less intimidating than a U.S. Coast 
Guard coastal patrol ship. 

While the CM ships are relatively small, between 78 and 
98 meters in length, and may be only lightly armed, they are 
certainly enough to intimidate fishing vessels and may prove 
effective in future actions against larger targets. 

Can small arms intimidate oil rig workers? 
The CMS fleet has the proven audacity and speed to 

harass vessels of sizes ranging from small fishing boats to the 
281 foot (85.78 m) USNS Impeccable, but unarmed fixed 

structures may be the primary target. Agency vessels are 
keeping a close eye on offshore oil and gas structures in the 
region and, in March of this year, CMS issued a press release 
citing the successful surveillance of "illegal exploration of oil 
and gas fields" in the South China Sea. The fields in question 
are located off the coast of the Senkaku Islands (known as the 
Diaoyu Islands in China), a group of uninhabited islands Japan 
claimed following a 1969 UN survey which reported likely oil 
and gas reserves in their adjacent waters. 

In addition to Japan, CMS is watching other efforts to 
develop oil and gas fields in the region and, last November, a 
YouTube video was released by a Vietnamese commercial 
ship harassed while supporting offshore oil and gas 
exploration activities off the coast of Vietnam. 

Are Commercial Ship Escorts? 
While the efforts of China’s Marine Surveillance (CMS) 

agency have been mostly restricted to surveillance of military 
and commercial vessels engaged in activities within the 
region, last week brought news of a development which may 
disturb the average mariners. 

According to Indian newspaper The Hindu, a small 
convoy Indian naval ships left the Philippines earlier this 
month headed for South Korea when they received an 
unexpected message from a Chinese warship: "Welcome to 
the South China Sea, Foxtrot-47," buzzed a People’s 
Liberation Army Navy (PLAN) frigate to the INS Shivalik 
(F47). 

Disturbing to Indian officials was the fact that this was 
not a CMS vessel undergoing a routine harassment but a fully 
armed naval ship tracking the movements of a sovereign 
nation through international waters. According to news reports 
the Chinese warship escorted the four Indian vessels for 12 
hours while they transited one of the world’s most important 
waterways. 

"The tone of the message was welcoming, but was also as 
though we were entering Chinese waters," an official told The 
Hindu. The Chinese ship left the Shivalik’s side after 12 
hours, revealing that it had been instructed to move away by a 
message from PLAN headquarters. 

This aggressive move surprised some Indian navy 
officials who where prepairing to meet with their counterparts 
in China. According to The Hindu, both countries will this 
year hold a first-ever maritime dialogue, and have also stepped 
up coordination in joint anti-piracy exercises in the Gulf of 
Aden in the Indian Ocean. 

The question on the minds of mariners transiting the 
region is "What’s next." Only time will provide the answer but 
it is clear that China has definate plans for the future. 
According to the British newspaper The Telegraph, CMS is 
currently planing to have 16 aircraft and 350 vessels by the 
end of 2015, and more than 15,000 personnel by 2020 the 
possibility, the fleet will have the capability to conduct close 
surveillance missions throughout the South China Sea. The 
telegraph also claims the maritime surveillance forces logged 
the transit of 1,303 foreign ships and 214 planes in 2010, up 
from a total of 110 vessels tracked in 2007. "The logical next 
step is actively monitoring those 1,300 vessels" said on U.S. 
Navy expert who did not want to be named." With 350 
vessels, a number approaching the entire U.S. Navy 
operational fleet, they will have the capability to both track 
and escort a majority of ships transiting the region." 
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Faces of the Fleet from Navy Live, June 20 
“Faces of the Fleet” takes a look at YOUR Navy 

operating forward. These images represent the greatest Sailors 
in the greatest Navy in the world leading from the deck plates, 
and completing missions around the globe. This is your fleet 
and these are your Sailors! Hooyah, Navy!! 

 Rear Adm. Ted Branch, Commander, Naval Air 
Force Atlantic, eats lunch with Sailors in the First 
Class Mess aboard the Nimitz-class aircraft carrier 
USS Abraham Lincoln (CVN 72) 

 Boatswain Cromwell Rafol, a Military Sealift 
Command civilian mariner aboard the hospital ship 
USNS Mercy (T-AH 19), prepares to fire a shot line 
during a replenishment at sea with the Military 
Sealift Command dry cargo and ammunition ship 
USNS Richard E. Byrd (T-AKE 4). 

 Chief Quartermaster Kenneth Waugh, front, and 
Ensign Rowell Caguioa track rigid-hull inflatable 
boats during a marine artillery scout observer course 
aboard the Ticonderoga-class guided-missile cruiser 
USS Cape St. George (CG 71). 

 Lt. Luke Whitmore, from Logan, Iowa, the shooter 
from air department V-3 division, instructs 
Midshipmen during their stay aboard the aircraft 
carrier USS Enterprise (CVN 65). 

View Gallery (4 Photos) 
Your Navy TODAY (June 19. 2012) 

On any given day, in your Navy, our team of more than 
600,000 professional Sailors and Civilians are working 
together around the globe to perform our mission: deter 
aggression and, if deterrence fails, win our Nation’s wars. It is 
not possible to share every aspect of this global team but, 
through this blog, we offer you a glimpse of what these men 
and women do. 

 The Oliver Hazard Perry-class guide-missile frigate 
USS Underwood (FFG 36) is underway during a 
tactical maneuver exercise. 

 Seaman Jacob Williams, a rescue swimmer assigned 
to the Nimitz-class aircraft carrier USS Abraham 
Lincoln (CVN 72), rescues a simulated casualty 
during a man overboard drill. 

 An F/A-18E Super Hornet from the Dambusters of 
Strike Fighter Squadron (VFA) 195 flies over the 
aircraft carrier USS George Washington (CVN 73) 
during flight operations. 

 The MK-45 5-inch/.54-caliber lightweight gun fires a 
round aboard the guided-missile destroyer USS 
Porter (DDG 78) during a live-fire exercise. 

 An F-35C Lightning II Joint Strike Fighter test 
aircraft takes off during an evening flight. This was 
the first evening flight of an F-35C. 

View Gallery (5 Photos) 
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This Week in the War of 1812: 
On May 26, 1813, the British extended its blockade to include areas around New York City; Savannah, Ga.; 
Charleston and Port Royal, S.C. and the Mississippi River. British Adm. Sir John Warren was given more 
ships to support the mission and was warned by Royal Navy leadership to limit on-shore engagments. The 
blockade had many implications for American trade and warships leaving port, including delaying USS 
Constellation's depature from the Chesapeake Bay for two years. For more information on the War of 1812, 
visit hhttttpp::////wwwwww..oouurrffllaaggwwaassssttiilllltthheerree..oorrgg// 
  
TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. USS San Diego Formally Commissioned 
Ceremony Held At Navy Pier, Near Midway Museum 
(KGTV ABC SAN DIEGO 19 MAY 12) ... Hannah Mullins 

SAN DIEGO -- The fourth Navy ship to be named after San Diego was formally commissioned Saturday in a ceremony held at 
Navy Pier, adjacent to the USS Midway Aircraft Carrier Museum. 

 
2. New Crackerjacks Approved 
Six-year development process ends; recruits to get updated uniforms in 2015 
(NAVY TIMES 25 MAY 12) ... Sam Fellman 

The wait is over: New crackerjacks are coming. 
 

3. Biofuel Pits SECNAV Vs. House Republicans 
(NAVY TIMES 19 MAY 12) ... Charles Hoskinson 

The Navy this summer plans to sail a carrier strike group powered by a biofuel mix amid efforts by congressional Republicans to 
cut off funds for Secretary Ray Mabus’ signature initiative. 

 
4. Locklear: PACOM’s Priorities Reflect New Strategic Guidance 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 18 MAY 12) ... Donna Miles 

WASHINGTON – With clear direction from President Barack Obama and Defense Secretary Leon E. Panetta, the new U.S. 
Pacific Command chief said he’s using the new strategic guidance as a roadmap as he sets priorities and engages with the region. 

 

CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
5. AFP Hosting Largest Pacific Humanitarian Mission In Samar 
(PHILIPPINE STAR 20 MAY 12) ... Jaime Laude 

MANILA, Philippines - The largest humanitarian and civic assistance mission in the Pacific by the United States Pacific Fleet 
will be held in the Philippines, a senior military official said yesterday. 

 
6. USS Makin Island Sailors, Marines Volunteer At Malaysian Children's Home 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 19 MAY 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Alan J. Gragg, USS Makin Island Public Affairs 

KOTA KINABALU, Malaysia -- Sailors and Marines deployed aboard the amphibious assault ship USS Makin Island (LHD 8) 
volunteered their time with children at the Bukit Harapan Therapeutic Community children's home in Kota Kinabalu, May 19. 
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7. Swift, Navy Band Members Entertain Orphanage Children 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 18 MAY 12) ... Ensign Joe Keiley, High-Speed Vessel Swift Public Affairs 

POINTE NOIRE, Republic of Congo -- Sailors from High-Speed Vessel Swift (HSV 2) and two musicians from the U.S. Naval 
Forces Europe rock band "Flagship," visited the Espace Enfants Orphanage in Pointe Noire May 17, in support of Africa Partnership 
Station (APS) 2012. 

 
8. Pilot Who Died In Crash Was Former Navy Pilot, Captain Who Lived In Camarillo 
(VENTURA COUNTY (CA) STAR 19 MAY 12) ... Andrew Lopez and Cindy Von Quednow 

The pilot who died in a plane crash Friday near Point Mugu was a former Navy pilot and captain who had a passion for flying, his 
son said. 

 

GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
9. House Blocks Funding For 'Law Of The Sea' Treaty 
(THE HILL 18 MAY 12) ... Carlo Munoz 

House members on Friday threw a wrench into the Pentagon's plans to finalize a vital international treaty, which the department 
claims will keep the peace across the world's waterways. 

 
10. NATO Focuses On War's Closure 
Afghan endgame leads agenda 
(WASHINGTON POST 21 MAY 12) ... Karen DeYoung and Scott Wilson 

CHICAGO — NATO leaders began a two-day summit here Sunday that will finalize plans to turn control of Afghanistan over to 
its own security forces by the middle of next year, a milestone on the way to concluding the alliance’s combat role by the end of 2014. 

 
11. United States To Unveil Plans to Bolster NATO Alliance 
(NEW YORK TIMES 20 MAY 12) ... Thom Shanker 

WASHINGTON — President Obama on Sunday will unveil a new package of NATO initiatives that includes the alliance 
purchasing a fleet of surveillance drones, sharing weapons and training facilities, and sustaining nuclear deterrence in Europe even as 
disarmament efforts continue with an often belligerent Russia, according to senior administration officials. 

 
12. NATO Activates Missile Shield Despite Russian Anger 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 20 MAY 12) ... Laurent Thomet 

CHICAGO — NATO leaders launched Sunday the first phase of a U.S.-led missile shield for Europe, risking the wrath of Russia 
which has threatened to deploy rockets to EU borders in response. 

 
13. ASEAN, U.S. Talk Security Amid China Stand-Off 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 20 MAY 12) 

MANILA — The U.S. and Southeast Asian nations embarked on three days of talks May 20 that would include security 
cooperation, shortly after a Pentagon report raised concerns about China’s military build-up. 

 
14. China Deploys 5 Warships Near Phl After U.S. Sub Visit 
(PHILIPPINE STAR 20 MAY 12) ... Jaime Laude 

MANILA, Philippines - The arrival of a nuclear-powered United States submarine in Subic Bay apparently prompted China to 
deploy five of its warships close to the maritime domain of the Philippines. 

 
15. China Sustaining Anti-Access Strategy, Pentagon Says 
(DEFENSE DAILY 18 MAY 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

China continues to invest in key technologies designed to thwart access to key regions of the Asia-Pacific by other militaries, the 
Pentagon said in its annual report on China's military buildup published on Friday. 

 
16. Continued Chinese Military Growth Needs To Be Watched: Pentagon 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 18 MAY 12) ... Dan De Luce 

WASHINGTON — China is exploiting Western commercial technology, carrying out aggressive cyberespionage and buying 
more anti-ship missiles as part of a steady build-up of military power, the Pentagon said May 18. 
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17. U.S., Iraq Strike Deal For Drones 
Oil exports at risk in tense Gulf region 
(USA TODAY 21 MAY 12) ... Jim Michaels 

BAGHDAD -- The United States has agreed to sell unarmed surveillance drones to Iraq's navy as part of an effort to help protect 
that nation's oil exports amid growing tensions in the Persian Gulf and to strengthen U.S.-Iraqi ties. 

 
18. Somali Fishermen Beg End To Anti-Piracy Air Strikes 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 18 MAY 12) 

MOGADISHU — Somali fisherman pleaded Friday for international navies protecting shipping to halt air strikes on coastal 
villages, after the EU Naval Force struck a pirate base for the first time. 

 
19. Pak's Navy Inaugurates New Strategic Force Headquarters 
(PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 20 MAY 12) 

ISLAMABAD -- The Pakistan Navy completed the establishment of a new Naval Strategic Force Command, described by the 
military as the custodian of the country's nuclear second strike capability. 

 
20. Bahrain Protesters Decry Unity Plans With Saudis 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 18 MAY 12) ... Reem Khalifa 

MANAMA, Bahrain — Tens of thousands of protesters chanting "Bahrain is not for sale" jammed a major highway Friday to 
denounce proposals for closer unity between the unrest-torn Gulf kingdom and neighboring Saudi Arabia. 

 
21. U.K. To Announce $550 Million In Nuclear Submarine Contracts 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 20 MAY 12) ... Robert Hutton 

The U.K. plans to announce this week which British companies will be sharing in 350 million pounds ($550 million) worth of 
contracts designing its next generation of nuclear-powered submarines. 

 

PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
22. Reagan Riders Roll Toward Summer With Motorcycle Safety In Mind 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 19 MAY 12) ... Mass Communications Specialist Seaman Kevin Hastings, USS Ronald Reagan Public Affairs 

NAVAL BASE KITSAP-KEYPORT, Wash. -- More than 30 motorcycle riders from aircraft carrier USS Ronald Reagan (CVN 
76) joined nearly 300 fellow riders from military commands throughout the Pacific Northwest for a motorcycle safety standdown 
aboard Naval Base Kitsap-Keyport, May 17. 

 
23. DoD Mum On Changes To Transition Program 
(NAVY TIMES 25 MAY 12) ... Patricia Kime 

A task force that monitors programs for wounded and recovering warriors hoped to receive an update May 15 on planned changes 
to the Defense Department’s Transition Assistance Program, or TAP. 

 
24. New Policy Allows Reserve Leave Carry-Over 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 18 MAY 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Andrea Perez, Navy Personnel Command Public 
Affairs 

MILLINGTON, Tenn. -- Navy implementation of DoD policy allowing Reservists to carry over leave earned during an active 
duty period to a later active duty period was announced in NAVADMIN 163/12, May 18. 

 
25. Admiral Who Served In New Orleans And Helped In Katrina Response Nominated To Be First 
Woman To Lead The Navy Reserve 
(NEW ORLEANS TIMES-PICAYUNE 18 MAY 12) ... Paul Purpura 

Rear Adm. Robin Braun, an aviator whose naval career has included a tour in New Orleans, was nominated today to become the 
next chief of the Navy Reserve. If confirmed, she would be the first woman to hold the post, military observers said. 

 
26. House Votes To Keep Enlistment Age Cap 
(NAVY TIMES 18 MAY 12) ... Rick Maze 

A Georgia lawmaker’s effort to allow people of any age to enlist in the military, as long as they meet health and fitness standards, 
failed Friday on a 256-164 vote in the House. 
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27. Senators Join Forces To Contain TRICARE Hikes 
(GOVERNMENT EXECUTIVE 18 MAY 12) ... Kellie Lunney 

Increases to certain health care insurance fees in the TRICARE program would be capped under a bipartisan bill introduced in the 
Senate on Friday. 

 
28. House Panel Approves Breast Cancer Study 
(NAVY TIMES 18 MAY 12) ... Rick Maze 

A study of breast cancer among male and female service members and veterans was approved Thursday night by the House 
Armed Services Committee. 

 

FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
29. House Passes Defense Policy Bill Under Veto Threat 
(DEFENSE DAILY 18 MAY 12) ... Emelie Rutherford 

The House passed a Pentagon policy bill, via a 299-120 vote, under a veto threat from the White House last Friday after making 
last-minute changes on everything from foreign arm sales to cybersecurity. 

 
30. How To Cut $600B Not On The Radar At Pentagon 
Planners fear showing sequestration is doable 
(WASHINGTON TIMES 20 MAY 12) ... Rowan Scarborough 

For Pentagon planners, automatic spending cuts slated to begin in January have become the $600 billion contingency they can’t 
plan for. 

 
31. Tips From An Admiral On Riding The Navy's Newest Submarine, The Mississippi 
(PASCAGOULA (MS) PRESS 20 MAY 12) ... Harlan Kirgan 

PASCAGOULA, Mississippi -- As a training officer, there are probably few who can match Rear Admiral Rick Breckenridge, but 
he is my first source of information about life on the newest submarine, the Mississippi. 

 
32. F-35 Problems On Their Way To Being Fixed 
(FLIGHT GLOBAL 18 MAY 12) ... Dave Majumdar 

WASHINGTON D.C. -- The F-35 Lightning II is making good progress through flight testing this year, a top Lockheed Martin 
official says. Most of the biggest challenges faced by the programme should be well on their way to being fixed by the later part of the 
year. 

 
33. Navy’s New Network Will Cost Half The Previous Estimates 
(NEXTGOV 18 MAY 12) ... Bob Brewin 

The Navy slashed cost estimates for its Next-Generation Enterprise Network contract to between $4.5 billion and a “maximum 
value” of $5.398 billion over five years compared to its October 2011 projections of $10 billion, an official told reporters Friday. 

 
34. General Dynamics Jobs Growth Bucks Defense Trend 
(BLOOMBERG GOVERNMENT 18 MAY 12) ... Brendan McGarry 

General Dynamics Corp. is the only company among the U.S. military's top five contractors with more jobs today than in 2001, 
driven by acquisitions and higher civilian aircraft sales. 

 
35. Navy Recruits Players For Online Wargame To Tackle Energy Challenges 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 18 MAY 12) ... Chief of Naval Operations Energy and Environmental Readiness Division Public Affairs 

WASHINGTON -- The Navy's Energy and Environmental Readiness Division (OPNAV N45), together with the Office of Naval 
Research (ONR), invites civic and military collaboration in energyMMOWGLI (Massive Multiplayer Online Wargame Leveraging 
the Internet) May 22-24. 

 
36. NAS Whidbey Island's Air Reconnaissance Squadron Disestablishes 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 18 MAY 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Joan E. Jennings, Navy Public Affairs Support 
Element West, Det. Whidbey Island 

OAK HARBOR, Wash. -- Sailors, their families, and DoD personnel attended the Fleet Air Reconnaissance Squadron (VQ) 2 
disestablishment ceremony in Hangar Bay 6 at Naval Air Station Whidbey Island (NASWI), May 17. 
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BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
37. War Of 1812 Bicentennial Sites, Events All Over U.S. 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 18 MAY 12) ... Beth J. Harpaz 

NEW YORK — Pity the War of 1812. Its bicentennial is at hand and events are planned for all over North America, from Canada 
and the Great Lakes to the Mid-Atlantic and the South. But good luck finding someone who can explain in 10 words or less what the 
war was about. 

 
38. Navy Ships Leaving For Fleet Week In New York 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 21 MAY 12) ... Cindy Clayton 

NORFOLK -- Several local Navy ships are scheduled to leave today for Fleet Week in New York. 
 

39. Air Show At Andrews Becomes Biennial Event 
(WASHINGTON POST 19 MAY 12) ... Hamil R. Harris 

Timothy A. Chopp flies a C-54 transport plane to air shows around the world. But for Chopp, there was always something special 
about landing the vintage aircraft at the air show held each year near Camp Springs. 

 
40. Air Show Just As Thrilling For Crew 
Weightlessness 'pretty awesome' 
(WASHINGTON TIMES 21 MAY 12) ... Meredith Somers 

Mark Hatfield’s job is far from typical. Sure, he’s got coworkers, a uniform, and even an office with a view. But unlike other jobs 
that promise higher-level opportunities, the 30-year-old Annandale native’s career puts him near the ceiling of an airplane cabin 
during a zero-gravity maneuver. 

 
41. State Of The Station: Navy Belongs In Everett 
Everett plays key role in Navy’s global strategy 
(EVERETT (WA) HERALD 18 MAY 12) ... Kurt Batdorf 

TULALIP — Naval Station Everett has a secure future due in no small part to the support of the surrounding communities, the 
base’s executive officer told the Greater Marysville Tulalip Chamber of Commerce Friday. 

 
42. Second Explosives Handling Wharf Gets Final Approval 
(KITSAP (WA) SUN 18 MAY 12) 

BANGOR — The Navy issued a Record of Decision Friday for a second explosives handling wharf at Naval Base Kitsap-Bangor. 
It's the final step in the environmental process before construction of the $715 million facility can begin. 

 
43. Naval Hospital Jacksonville Receives Gold Award 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 18 MAY 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Salt Cebe, Navy Public Affairs Support Element 
Detachment Southeast 

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. -- Naval Hospital (NH) Jacksonville was awarded the First Coast Healthiest Companies Gold Award at an 
award ceremony held at the University of North Florida, May 16. 

 
44. New Web-Based Housing Early Application Tool 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 18 MAY 12) ... Commander, Navy Installations Command Public Affairs 

WASHINGTON -- Commander, Navy Installations Command (CNIC) announced the phased Navy-wide release of the Housing 
Early Application Tool (HEAT) beginning in May. 

 
45. Planners Want To Make Bases More ‘Walkable’ 
(NAVY TIMES 19 MAY 2012) ... Sean Reilly 

At military installations, suburban-style sprawl is out and walkable communities are in, under new Defense Department planning 
guidelines released Thursday. 

 
46. CNRSE Petty Officers Association Helps Feed The Homeless 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 18 MAY 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Greg Johnson, Region Southeast Public Affairs 

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. -- Sailors assigned to Commander, Navy Region Southeast (CNRSE) served hot meals to more than 400 
homeless people during a volunteer service event at the Jacksonville City Rescue Mission May 17. 

 
47. Miss Hawaii Visits Namesake Submarine 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 17 MAY 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Ronald Gutridge, COMSUBPAC Public Affairs 

PEARL HARBOR, Hawaii -- The reigning Miss Hawaii visited Virginia-class fast attack submarine USS Hawaii (SSN 776) to 
show her support of her title namesake submarine, May 16, at the submarine piers aboard Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam. 
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NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
48. President Issues Armed Forces Day Proclamation 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 18 MAY 12) ... Army Sgt. 1st Class Tyrone C. Marshall Jr. 

WASHINGTON – In a proclamation issued today declaring May 19 Armed Forces Day, President Barack Obama urged all 
Americans to recognize and honor U.S. military members for their “unparalleled service” in defense of the nation. 

 
49. Students Learn To Connect Physical Toughness With Achieving Goals 
The first step to achieving goals is to set them 
(MONTGOMERY COUNTY (MD) GAZETTE 19 MAY 12) ... Alex Ruoff and Peggy McEwan 

It was mind over matter for the forty high school students who jumped into the swimming pool at Martin Luther King,Jr. Swim 
Center in Silver Spring this morning. 

 
50. Mids Describe Smooth Transition From 'Don't Ask, Don't Tell' 
(BALTIMORE SUN 19 MAY 12) ... Matthew Hay Brown 

When his roommate at the Naval Academy joked last year that Andrew Atwill was a homosexual, the midshipman told him to cut 
it out. 

 
51. House Puts Squeeze On Military's 'Musical Arsenal' 
(WASHINGTON POST 18 MAY 12) ... Walter Pincus 

Drum roll, please. 
 

52. USS North Carolina Reunion Brings Back Memories Of Segregation 
(RALEIGH (NC) NEWS & OBSERVER 18 MAY 12) ... Martha Quillin 

WILMINGTON -- As a seaman on the USS North Carolina during World War II, John Seagraves weathered a Pacific typhoon 
and helped shoot down a Japanese kamikaze bent on attacking the battleship. But his most harrowing memories of his days as a Sailor 
are of the way the Navy treated black soldiers such as him. 

 
53. USS Iowa's Departure Delayed By Rough Seas 
(SAN FRANCISCO BAY AREA NEWS 20 MAY 12) ... Josh Richman 

RICHMOND -- After all their thousands of hours of work, the volunteers who restored the USS Iowa to her former glory have to 
wait a little while longer to see her depart on her final voyage. 

 
54. Week In Review May. 12, 2012 – May. 18, 2012 
(YOUTUBE 18 MAY 12) ... U.S. Navy 

Welcome to this week's U.S. Navy multimedia production featuring selected images from around the fleet received during the 
week of May. 12, 2012 – May. 18, 2012. 

 

OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
55. Use ASB To Drive Change 
(DEFENSE NEWS 20 MAY 12) 

Five years ago, the Pentagon’s Air-Sea Battle (ASB) concept was the fledgling province of a handful of military strategists who 
argued that America’s air and naval forces must more intimately collaborate against potential enemies. 

 
56. Why We Need A Greener Military 
Congress banning the U.S. military from using biofuels is just plain dumb. 
(SLATE 18 MAY 12) ... Fred Kaplan 

Killing a $12 million military program may seem like a paltry matter. The sum amounts to a mere 0.002 percent of the total 
defense budget. But the elimination of one such program this week by the House Armed Services Committee reveals—more brazenly 
than many larger tamperings—just how shortsighted, hypocritical, and beholden to special interests the custodians of national security 
can be. 

 
57. A Uniform To Be Proud Of 
(NAVY TIMES 25 MAY 12) ... Editorial 

It took six years of fits and starts, but it looks like the Navy got it right: The new crackerjacks are impressive in looks and design. 
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58. From Forward Operating Base To Boardroom 
Over the next five years, more than one million military service members will return from active duty. 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 21 MAY 12) ... Stan McChrystal 

'Wanted for hire: Enterprising, reliable self-starter. Must work well in teams. Technological literacy and leadership experience a 
plus." 

 
59. Letting Women Serve In Combat Is The Right Direction 
(NEW ORLEANS TIMES-PICAYUNE 18 MAY 12) ... Editorial 

Thousands of women have fought alongside men in Afghanistan and Iraq, yet they are unable to apply for most combat jobs. That 
unwarranted limit hinders their career advancement and their ability to serve the nation to the best of their abilities. 

 
60. The Persian Gulf Needs Its Own NATO 
And America needs to lead it. 
(FOREGN POLICY 18 MAY 12) ... Robert Haddick 

This weekend, NATO will hold its 25th summit meeting in Chicago. Separated by a formidable security cordon from protesters, 
the heads of government attending -- including President Barack Obama back in his home town -- will attempt to tackle an agenda that 
includes the future of the military campaign in Afghanistan, implementing a missile defense plan for Europe, improving military 
cooperation inside the alliance, and addressing how the alliance should engage with outside partners. 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. USS San Diego Formally Commissioned 
Ceremony Held At Navy Pier, Near Midway Museum 
(KGTV ABC SAN DIEGO 19 MAY 12) ... Hannah Mullins 

SAN DIEGO -- The fourth Navy ship to be named after 
San Diego was formally commissioned Saturday in a 
ceremony held at Navy Pier, adjacent to the USS Midway 
Aircraft Carrier Museum. 

The amphibious transport dock USS San Diego was the 
first with the moniker of "America's Finest City" to be 
stationed here. The ship bears Navy number LPD-22. 

"With today's ceremony, the Navy will commission the 
fourth ship to bear the name USS San Diego. From what I've 
been told, the ship being commissioned today is the most 
advanced amphibious ship in the world," Mayor Jerry Sanders 
said. He said the city's relationship with the Navy stretched 
back to 1921, when a Navy repair base was established. 

Sanders presented the ship's officers and the crew with the 
key to the city, "in honor of welcoming America's finest ship 
to America's Finest City." 

The commissioning ceremony is a naval tradition and 
historic event for a ship, marking the moment a new craft is 
placed in active service in the fleet. 

Adm. Mark Ferguson, the vice chief of naval operations, 
said San Diego had been a great home to the United States 
Navy. He said expectations for the ship were high. 

"The USS San Diego joins a Navy that has never been 
more in demand, never more needed and essential to ensure 
that our nation retains command of the seas," Ferguson said. 

The 684-foot long San Diego, the sixth ship in the San 
Antonio class, had its keel laid on May 23, 2007, at the 
Huntington Ingalls Shipyard in Pascagoula, Miss. It was 
christened June 12, 2010, and delivered to the Navy Dec. 19, 
2011. 

The ship's sponsor is Linda Winter, wife of former 
Secretary of the Navy Donald Winter. She gave the command 
to "Man our ship and bring her to life." 

The San Antonio class ship is designed to carry landing 
craft, fighting vehicles, helicopters and personnel. The ships 
have more capacity than their predecessors and use "stealth" 
technology that includes the shape of the hull and its 
superstructure. It is being called the most advanced 
amphibious ship in the world. 

"Look at the size of it!" said veteran George Horton. 
"How would you like to paint it? My God." 

Horton, 88, has seen the ships grow over the years. 
Horton joined the Navy in 1942 and served on an older USS 
San Diego during World War II, just after his 17th birthday. 

"Oh, this ship is so magnificent," Horton said through 
tears. "[I] waited 60 years for this." 

Horton's heart seemed to swell with pride as he looked up 
at the new USS San Diego. 

"I just want to see this go to sea and let them know that 
whenever they release the anchor or let the lines go that my 
shipmates and I are going with them," Horton said. "They treat 
me like a member of the ship and it's really touching." 

Veteran Cliff Rayl served on the ship with Horton and 
was sitting near him during Saturday's ceremony. 

"This ship to the crew member is your mother," Rayl said. 
"You care for her, you dress her, you wash her, you behave 
[and] put her to bed at night. She takes care of you." 

He added, "It's part of me and part of my heart. I was in 
the crew of the old San Diego, and it's a thing of love." 

Maj. Gen. Ronald Bailey, commanding general of the 1st 
Marine Division, said the USS San Diego could carry 699 
Marines, with the surge capacity of 800. 

"That's 800 rifles, ladies and gentlemen," said Bailey. 
"Every Marine is a rifleman who will carry a machine gun, 
and every enemy of our nation becomes a target." 

Vice Adm. Richard Hunt, commander of Naval Surface 
Forces, said the San Diego, the fourth ship to bear the name, 
was the only ship in the U.S. fleet to be homeported in its 
namesake city. 

Veterans, active-duty military members and even aspiring 
ones came together to salute the ship and pray for the safety 
the next round of Sailors and Marines. 

Previous USS San Diegoes included: 

 the original, a cruiser launched in 1907, was renamed 
San Diego in 1914, and sunk in 1918 in the Atlantic 
Ocean following explosions believed to have been 
caused by German mines or torpedoes from an 
enemy submarine – making it the only major U.S. 
warship lost in World War I; 

 a light cruiser commissioned in 1942 that became the 
first major allied ship to enter Tokyo Bay at the end 
of World War II, and was the second most-decorated 
U.S. Navy vessel of that conflict; 

 a Navy cargo ship that served between 1968 and 
1997. 

Sailors from the cargo version of the USS San Diego had 
a reunion in conjunction with the commissioning of its 
namesake successor, and planned to be at the ceremony. 

The USS San Diego will go through training and 
certification before it can deploy in 2014. It should be in 
service through at least 2052. 

View Clip (RT: 2:19) 
Broadcast Clip - USS San Diego Officially 

Commissioned 
(KSND NBC SAN DIEGO 19 MAY 12) Monica Garske 
View Clip (RT: 0:47) 
Broadcast Clip - Sailors From Future USS San Diego 

Talk About Ship 
(YOUTUBE 18 MAY 12) U.S. Navy 
Plankowners of the future USS San Diego Command 

Master Chief David Griggs and Hull Technician First Class 
Jeffrey Hanke talk about being stationed aboard the new ship. 

View Clip (RT: 0:39) 
Broadcast Clip - Meet Boatswain's Mate 2nd Class 

Robert Thorberg 
(YOUTUBE 18 MAY 12) U.S. Navy 
Meet Boatswain's Mate 2nd Class Robert Thorberg is a 

Sea Warrior aboard PCU San Diego (LPD 22). 
View Clip (RT: 0:59) 
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Broadcast Clip - USS San Diego Commissioned Before 
6,000 

(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 19 MAY 12) Nathan 
Max and Gary Robbins 

The fourth Navy warship named after San Diego but first 
to be home-ported in the city was commissioned on the 

waterfront Saturday before 6,000 people who marveled at a 
cavernous 678-foot vessel that will carry Marines to the 
distant parts of the world. 

View Clip (RT: 1:07:54) 
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2. New Crackerjacks Approved 
Six-year development process ends; recruits to get updated uniforms in 2015 
(NAVY TIMES 25 MAY 12) ... Sam Fellman 

The wait is over: New crackerjacks are coming. 
The Navy’s top officer has approved the long-awaited 

overhaul of the iconic dress uniform, a modernization officials 
say will make them more comfortable and functional. Both 
dress whites and dress blues, worn by E-6 and below, have 
been updated after a six-year trial-and-error effort. 

Chief of Naval Operations Adm. Jon Greenert “has 
approved the revised designs for the service dress blues and 
the service dress whites,” Rear Adm. Tony Kurta, director of 
military plans and personnel for the chief of naval personnel, 
said in a May 17 interview. “With the crackerjacks, it has been 
a long road, and that is for good reasons. We did multiple 
wear tests. We did tests of both different designs and differing 
materials.” This is the first update for dress whites — worn by 
all sailors, with women wearing the combination cover instead 
of a “Dixie cup” — since World War II. The uniform takes 
cues from full dress whites, a version of crackerjacks phased 
out in 1940. 

The new whites now mirror the blues in appearance: They 
feature a yoke around the chest and black piping on the back 
bib and along the tailored cuffs at the end of the sleeves. Two 
stars rest in the back bib’s corners, just like on the dress blues. 
The look of the dress blues, worn solely by male sailors, won’t 
change considerably. But the wear may be very different. For 
one, getting in and out of the pants just got much faster — a 
zipper has been installed in the front, rendering the 13 buttons 
a purely decorative element. Two front pockets are on both 
sides of the zipper. No changes have been made to the female 
service dress blues, which has a white shirt and black tie 
underneath a black coat, in lieu of a jumper. 

The goal is to start issuing the updated uniforms to 
recruits at Naval Station Great Lakes, Ill., in 2015, Kurta said. 

“We would do it sooner, if we could,” he added. 
“Experience tells us that that timeline is the most realistic.” 
Details of a rollout to the rest of the fleet have not been 
released. 

In addition to new crackerjacks, sailors can expect a 
handful of additional uniform changes and updated wear rules 
in the near future, officials said. While not releasing details, 
they said the changes should be announced in an upcoming 
fleetwide message. 

The crackerjacks approval brings to an end the long 
development and testing process. Along the way, some 
experiments were jettisoned and some goals were curtailed. 
For instance, officials had looked at various fabrics to make 
dress blues a better uniform for year-round wear. They looked 
at fabrics such as lightweight gabardine wool, but wear tests 
found that sailors still preferred wool serge, the current fabric, 
Kurta said. 

Those sailors who have complained of see-through white 
fabric are still out of luck. A variety of white fabrics were 
tested in the hope of finding comfortable and less see-through 
material. However, the alternatives, such as a micro-denier 
fabric, had problems with wrinkling, Kurta said, or washing 
caused the blue piping to run into the white fabric. Designers 
ended up sticking with Certified Navy Twill. 

“They had tried an all-year-round uniform, but it turned 
out it didn’t work very well, so this is the same [material] as 
the current ones,” Kurta said. 

The blouse redesign centered on ease of use. Both whites 
and blues feature a zipper down the side to make the blouse 
easier to put on and take off. The zipper must be worn zipped 
and can be locked in place. 

The side zipper was “very popular with the sailors,” 
explained Kurta, who oversaw some of the tests. 

Some sailors were excited to hear about the new 
uniforms. 

“I totally support the dress blue changes and the dress 
white changes,” Religious Program Specialist 1st Class (FMF) 
James Morales wrote to Navy Times. He added that they were 
worth waiting for, if it meant that officials got them right. 

The zipper greatly improves the comfort factor, chimed in 
Fleet Master Chief (AW/SW/SCW) Scott Benning, who joked 
that the current jumper was closer to a “straitjacket.” 

Wear Test For Women 
Another big crackerjacks change is still under 

consideration — whether women should wear blue 
crackerjack jumpers, too. 

Navy Secretary Ray Mabus has directed the service to 
look at ways to make the appearance of female uniforms align 
more with their male peers. As part of this, the more than a 
dozen female sailors assigned to the Navy Ceremonial Guard 
will wear both Dixie cups and dress blues at ceremonies this 
winter. At two Navy bands and the Naval Academy, women 
will wear men’s covers. 

Each of the female band members in the test will get 
handmade uniforms. 

“We’ve taken their measurements and we’re going to 
make their uniforms for them,” Kurta said. “Part of this test 
will tell us what we need to do with the blue crackerjacks to 
make them more wearable, if you will, for females.” Officials 
have also ordered a fleetwide study of women’s uniforms with 
a focus on improving fit, comfort and appearance. And they 
have begun making changes based on feedback: For instance, 
the new white crackerjack trousers will have a shorter, better-
tailored crotch after complaints from some female sailors, said 
Robert Carroll, head of the Uniform Matters Office. 

Opinions are split among Navy women over the unisex 
uniform push. Some see this as a means to better fit in, while 
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others bemoan the potential loss of more feminine uniforms. 
One female reader emphasized that female-specific uniforms 
are a way for women to balance uniformity with femininity. 

“Even though we are one Navy, I still think that there 
should be differences,” Aviation Boatswain’s Mate (Handling) 
2nd Class (AW/SW) Jenna Weddel told Navy Times in an 
email. “Women couldn’t always serve in the military, and 
maintaining some type of differences in uniform may give 
them something to feel apart [from] men and have a sense of 
femininity.” Uniform officials have also ordered a body type 
review, a two-year study that will measure 5,000 sailors — 
half men, and half women. Each participating sailor will have 
96 measurements taken, such as inseam, size, head 
circumference and foot length, according to Carroll. Officials 
will then use the results to better size uniforms for sailors or to 
decide what changes are needed. That could lead to uniform 
sizes for specific body types or changes to gear as varied as 

gas masks, protective firefighting clothing, airplane cockpits 
and more. 

One female reader hoped that this study would lead to 
changes in body armor fit. 

Construction Mechanic 3rd Class Tabatha Long was 
issued a body armor vest before she deployed to Afghanistan 
in August 2009. She was given a size medium, mostly to 
accommodate her bust. But in all other places, the body armor 
was too loose. In an email to Navy Times, she recalled that the 
shoulders were too wide and the arms holes were gaping. She 
wore the armor a couple of hours a day during her 10 months 
at Camp Leatherneck and said it frequently shifted around, 
chafing her. 

“Uniform fit is a real issue to women,” she said. “As a 
servicewoman, believe me: Body armor needs to be well-
evaluated.” 
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3. Biofuel Pits SECNAV Vs. House Republicans 
(NAVY TIMES 19 MAY 12) ... Charles Hoskinson 

The Navy this summer plans to sail a carrier strike group 
powered by a biofuel mix amid efforts by congressional 
Republicans to cut off funds for Secretary Ray Mabus’ 
signature initiative. 

The cruiser Princeton and destroyers Chafee and Chung-
Hoon, along with the aircraft aboard the nuclear-powered 
Nimitz, will run on a 50/50 blend of diesel and biofuel made 
from used cooking oil and algae during the biennial Rim of the 
Pacific exercise June 29-Aug. 3. 

The “green strike group” is a precursor to Mabus’ plan to 
sail a “Great Green Fleet” by 2016 to demonstrate the utility 
of biofuels for naval operations, then to increase alternative 
fuels to 50 percent of Navy operations by 2020. 

But the high cost of the biofuel — the last purchase 
worked out to be about $26 a gallon, about five times more 

than traditional fuel — has prompted Republicans to put the 
brakes on Mabus’ plans. 

Mabus argues that the cost of biofuel already has come 
down dramatically and will become competitive with 
traditional fossil fuels as its use becomes more common. 

“The Navy can bring a market, and the military can bring 
a market. And when you have that market ... the price gets to 
be a more stable and market price when it's a commercial 
scale,” he told Navy Times in a March 27 interview. 

But the GOP-led House on Friday passed legislation that 
would bar funding for any alternative fuel if the cost exceeds 
that of a traditional fossil fuel used for the same purpose. 
However, the legislation would allow the Navy to complete 
work on its testing of the 50/50 blend planned for use in the 
strike group. 
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4. Locklear: PACOM’s Priorities Reflect New Strategic Guidance 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 18 MAY 12) ... Donna Miles 

WASHINGTON – With clear direction from President 
Barack Obama and Defense Secretary Leon E. Panetta, the 
new U.S. Pacific Command chief said he’s using the new 
strategic guidance as a roadmap as he sets priorities and 
engages with the region. 

Navy Adm. Samuel J. Locklear III, who assumed his post 
in March, said he feels fortunate to have taken command when 
the strategic guidance succinctly defines leadership emphasis 
and priorities across his vast area of responsibility. 

“Every military commander wants to know what is 
expected of him or her and how to proceed toward the future,” 
Locklear said during an interview with American Forces Press 
Service. “So the president and the secretary of defense have 
given me through their strategic guidance clear direction on 
what they want [and] what they expect to see.” 

The 14-page strategic guidance, released in January, 
recognizes challenges as well as opportunities in a region that 
covers 52 percent of the earth’s surface and includes some 3.6 
billion people in 36 nations. Asia and the Pacific, Locklear 
noted, represent half the world’s trade, a transit point for most 

of its energy supplies, and home to three of the world’s largest 
economies and most of its major militaries. 

“I think the strategy is recognition that we, as an 
American people, are a Pacific nation,” as well as an Atlantic 
nation, the admiral said. “We are a Pacific nation, and what 
happens in the Asia-Pacific matters to us. And this strategy 
helps reemphasize that.” 

In implementing the new guidance, Locklear has outlined 
five basic priorities for PACOM: 

 Strengthen and advance alliances and partnerships; 

 Mature the U.S.-China military-to-military 
relationship; 

 Develop the U.S.-India strategic partnership; 

 Remain prepared to respond to a Korean Peninsula 
contingency; and 

 Counter transnational threats. 

Alliances and partnerships are key factors for regional 
security and stability, Locklear said. He vowed to work to 
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strengthen the United States’ alliances with South Korea, 
Japan, the Philippines, Australia and Thailand. 

“These alliances are historic,” he said. “They underpin 
our strategy in the region and they underpin the security 
arrangements in the region.” 

Locklear noted promising developments within these 
alliances, such as the new Marine rotations in Australia and 
improving special operations and counterterrorism capabilities 
in the Philippines’ armed forces. 

PACOM also will focus on establishing and building 
partnerships with other nations that share the United States’ 
interest in security and economic prosperity and increasingly, 
human rights, he said. 

“We are going to put more time and effort into making 
sure that those relationships are built for the future,” the 
admiral said. 

Locklear recognized the United States’ already-strong 
military-to-military ties with Singapore and its “very much 
improving” relationships with Indonesia. 

In addition, the United States wants a long-term strategic 
relationship with India, a large regional democracy and rising 
economic power that’s also increasing in military capability. 

“We hope to partner with them to share the strategic 
landscape as it applies to how we apply security to the globe 
that allows prosperity and peace, freedom of movement and 
allows prosperity in the world,” the admiral said. 

Locklear said he also hopes to strengthen military-to-
military relations with China. China is an emerging power 
with many significant decisions to make, he said, adding that 
the United States would like to play a role in helping influence 
those decisions in a way that promotes a secure global 
environment. 

“One way to do that is to communicate better,” Locklear 
said. “The last thing you want to have is miscalculation 
between large militaries.” 

One way to build trust and confidence between those 
militaries, Locklear said, is through military-to-military 
operations. 

“You learn to operate together, you learn to cooperate, 
you learn about each other’s families. You get a personal view 
of each other” that can pay off in helping resolve any 
differences that may arise. 

Locklear said North Korea looms as the most-pressing 
trouble spot. Its new, untested leader and its pursuit of nuclear 
weapons in defiance of U.N. Security Council resolutions and 
world pressure create a tenuous, unstable situation. 

“If there is anything that keeps me awake at night, it’s that 
particular situation,” the admiral said. “We have to ensure that 
we maintain as much of a stable environment on the Korean 
Peninsula as we can.” 

Transnational threats pose another concern and area of 
emphasis for PACOM. Locklear identified cyber threats as the 

most daunting, noting the importance of secure networks not 
only for PACOM’s military operations, but also for regional 
stability and economic viability. 

The admiral said his command’s Cyber Pacific 
organization is working closely with U.S. Strategic Command 
and U.S. Cyber Command to identify better ways to defend 
PACOM’s networks. 

“No matter what happens out there on the Internet and 
Facebook, we still have to be able to operate the networks that 
allow us to produce combat power,” Locklear said. “And so 
one of my priority jobs is to ensure those [command] networks 
will survive when they have to survive.” 

Terrorism is another major concern for PACOM, the 
admiral said, as violent extremists increasingly seek safe 
havens in the Asia-Pacific region. Locklear said he recognizes 
the need to continue adapting U.S. forces to deal with the 
challenge. 

“In the terrorist world, as you squeeze on one side of the 
balloon, it pops out somewhere else. [Terrorists] look for areas 
of opportunity. And they find areas of opportunity in places 
that are disenfranchised, that have poor economies and 
opportunity to change the mindset of the people looking for a 
better life but don’t know how to get it.” 

Locklear said the kind of environment the United States 
and its allies and partners in the region are working to promote 
is the best response. 

“In the long run, the solution for that, I think, is 
prosperity, and the general sense of security that makes it so 
that these terrorist organizations can’t thrive.” 

Locklear also noted the problem of narcotics, particularly 
methamphetamine production in the region, which provides 
the financing for terrorists to operate. 

“We are seeing an increasing amount of that activity. And 
that money, we know, goes to the terrorist organizations,” he 
said. “So we are going to have to make sure we keep our focus 
pretty tightly on this, because that transnational threat is equal 
or more damaging to our national security than any of the 
others.” 

In leading PACOM’s response to these threats, Locklear 
noted the positive impact of more than six decades of U.S. 
presence in the region. 

“The U.S. military presence in the Asia-Pacific has 
provided the security infrastructure that basically underpins 
the security environment which has led to an environment that 
allowed … emerging economies [and] emerging nations to 
thrive -- from Japan to Korea to Australia to the Philippines to 
China, to the U.S.,” Locklear said. “We are part of that.” 

PACOM’s activities today will have a long-term impact 
for the future, the admiral said. 

“We have tremendous interest that will carry forward, not 
just to the near term, but to our children and our grandchildren 
and their children,” he said. 
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CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
5. AFP Hosting Largest Pacific Humanitarian Mission In Samar 
(PHILIPPINE STAR 20 MAY 12) ... Jaime Laude 

MANILA, Philippines - The largest humanitarian and 
civic assistance mission in the Pacific by the United States 

Pacific Fleet will be held in the Philippines, a senior military 
official said yesterday. 
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The province of Samar stands to benefit from this year’s 
Pacific Partnership 2012. 

Joining the U.S. in the humanitarian activities are the 
Philippines’ allies and partner states Thailand, Australia, 
Malaysia, Canada, France, Japan, New Zealand, Singapore, 
South Korea, Chile, Peru and The Netherlands, said Col. 
Arnulfo Marcelo Burgos, Armed Forces of the Philippines 
spokesman, said. 

Civic action activities and humanitarian assistance and 
disaster response will be held from June 18 to July 1, Burgos 
said. 

One of two modern hospital ships in the U.S. Navy – the 
USS Mercy – will dock in the province to provide hospital 
services to patients needing immediate surgery and other 
major medical attention. 

“Foreign non-government organizations (NGOs) like 
Project Hope, Oceanit, World Vets, and Vietnam Medical 
Assistance Program will also join local NGOs in the 
implementation of engineering civic action programs, medical 

civil action programs, Dental Civic Action Programs, and 
Veterinary Civic Action Programs, are also participating in 
this year’s activities in Samar,” Burgos said. 

He said many areas in Samar have been identified as 
beneficiaries of the humanitarian mission. 

The AFP is also deploying its engineering battalion in 
partnership with the U.S. Pacific 30th Naval Construction 
Regiment in building roads, renovating schools, health centers 
and other services in Samar, one of the poorest and 
insurgency-affected province in Eastern Visayas. Samar is 
also known as a typhoon-prone area. 

Along with the regular troops, the AFP is now mobilizing 
reservists called to active duty to participate in the event, for 
them to be able to hone their skills and knowledge in the 
implementation of assistance, disaster response, and other civil 
military operations. 

Pacific Partnership 2012 was rooted from humanitarian 
initiatives following the tsunami that ravaged Indonesia that 
claimed the lives of more than 200,000 people in 2004. 
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6. USS Makin Island Sailors, Marines Volunteer At Malaysian Children's Home 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 19 MAY 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Alan J. Gragg, USS Makin Island Public Affairs 

KOTA KINABALU, Malaysia -- Sailors and Marines 
deployed aboard the amphibious assault ship USS Makin 
Island (LHD 8) volunteered their time with children at the 
Bukit Harapan Therapeutic Community children's home in 
Kota Kinabalu, May 19. 

A group of Makin Island Sailors, along with Marines 
assigned to the 11th Marine Expeditionary Unit (MEU), 
interacted with children in the home and cleaned out a 
drainage trench on the property. 

"The kids are always very excited to have the U.S. Navy 
come here," said Audra Keyworth, the Bukit Harapan 
administrator. "We were also happy to host the U.S. Marine 
Corps too." 

"Even though there is a language barrier, the kids always 
enjoy themselves when [U.S. military members] visit, and the 
yard work is a big help too," she added. 

After briefly greeting the children, half of the volunteers 
split away from the group to take on the task of removing mud 
out of a drainage trench. 

For one of the trench workers, Operations Specialist 3rd 
Class Byron Reynolds, the event was his first community 
service project overseas. He said he didn't know what to 
expect, but was told to wear his Navy Working Uniform 
because he might get a little dirty. 

"It was a laborious time, but it was well worth it," said 
Reynolds, whose lower body was covered in mud after the 
project was completed. "If I have a chance to do another event 
like this, I will. 

"I will definitely remember this day for all the hard work 
we did, but I don't mind putting in the effort because it feels 
great to help people, and it feels even better to help kids who 
are less fortunate than us," added Reynolds. 

Bukit Harapan provides medical care, education 
opportunities and a caring home for handicapped and 
orphaned children, as well as abused single women. 

While the trench work was going on outside, the other 
half of the group was inside the home playing games with the 
children. 

"First we played 'Duck, Duck, Goose,' then I colored with 
them, and took pictures with them," said Fire Controlman 3rd 
Class Thao Miller. "I had a really good time, and I will 
definitely try to do something like this again, especially if it 
involves kids." 

To conclude the day, representatives from Makin Island's 
First Class Petty Officer's Association presented a $500 
donation to Bukit Harapan. 

This is the first time Makin Island has visited Malaysia. 
The ship and its crew, along with the embarked 11th MEU, 
departed San Diego Nov. 14, 2011, on deployment. 
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7. Swift, Navy Band Members Entertain Orphanage Children 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 18 MAY 12) ... Ensign Joe Keiley, High-Speed Vessel Swift Public Affairs 

POINTE NOIRE, Republic of Congo -- Sailors from 
High-Speed Vessel Swift (HSV 2) and two musicians from the 
U.S. Naval Forces Europe rock band "Flagship," visited the 
Espace Enfants Orphanage in Pointe Noire May 17, in support 
of Africa Partnership Station (APS) 2012. 

Sailors spent time playing and dancing with the children 
while the musician's entertained by playing classic rock songs. 

Caregivers at the orphanage were pleased with the time 
the Sailors spent with the children. 

"Through the performance given by our friends, we have 
discovered a new universe, a new element, a new side of a 
U.S. Navy ship." said Josue Ntelo, director of Espace Enfants. 
"The children were happy to know that on board a ship there is 
a combination of many things, work, pleasure, and relaxation, 
and today they really found out about that." 

The musicians expressed that visits like this reach the 
hearts of the locals in a unique way. 



 

13 
 

"We're able to interact with the people in a way that's 
different from our Sailors that teach basic damage control or 
security techniques," said Musician 1st Class Robert Collier, 
Flagship guitarist. "This leaves an impression with them that 
says there is more to the Navy." 

After listening to the music, the orphanage director 
presented the band members with a book of art work and 
writings created by the children. The Sailors gave the children 
stuffed animals. 

"It's really touching that children will grow up and look 
back, and think fondly of the Navy," said Musician 2nd Class 
Kori Gillis, Flagship vocalist. "I'm really proud to serve my 
country in that capacity." 

Swift will continue to visit ports in Africa as it supports 
APS. APS is an international security cooperation initiative, 
facilitated by Commander, U.S. Naval Forces Europe-Africa; 
aimed at strengthening global maritime partnerships through 
training and collaborative activities in order to improve 
maritime safety and security in Africa. 
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8. Pilot Who Died In Crash Was Former Navy Pilot, Captain Who Lived In Camarillo 
(VENTURA COUNTY (CA) STAR 19 MAY 12) ... Andrew Lopez and Cindy Von Quednow 

The pilot who died in a plane crash Friday near Point 
Mugu was a former Navy pilot and captain who had a passion 
for flying, his son said. 

Thomas Bennett, 57 of Camarillo, died on impact about 
12:15 p.m. Friday afternoon when the jet went down about 1 
1/2 miles from the Navy installation, officials said Saturday. 

An autopsy revealed Bennett died of blunt-force injuries, 
said Craig Stevens, a senior deputy Ventura County medical 
examiner. The manner of death was ruled an accident. 

Bennett was piloting a Hawker Hunter jet that belonged to 
Airborne Tactical Advantage Co., a contractor for Naval Base 
Ventura County, officials said. The Virginia-based company 
helps conduct tactical exercises at Naval Base Ventura 
County, Point Mugu, officials said. 

The British single-seat fighter jet was returning to Point 
Mugu with another Airborne Tactical Hawker when it crashed 
in a field off Broome Ranch Road between CSU Channel 
Islands in Camarillo and Point Mugu. officials said. Matt 
Bannon, spokesman for Airborne Tactical, said Bennett was 
"more than likely" returning from an exercise. 

Bennett's son, Ryan Bennett, said his father had an intense 
passion for flying, had a private license and formerly had his 
own plane. 

"He loved flying," said Ryan Bennett, 28, of Chicago. 
"He absolutely loved everything about it." 

He said his father was in the Navy for about 28 years, 
serving as a pilot, and that he retired as the captain of an 
aircraft carrier. Ryan Bennett said his father worked for 
Airborne Tactical for about two years. 

He added that his father was from East Liverpool, Ohio 
and he met his previous wife (Ryan Bennett's mother) in 
Pensacola, Fla., where he was an officer in training. 

Although his parents divorced in the 1990s, Ryan Bennett 
said he saw his father a few times a year and that his father 
eventually settled in Camarillo after serving at Point Mugu. 

Ryan Bennett said his fondest memory of his father is the 
passion they shared for baseball; their favorite team was the 
New York Yankees. 

"We would throw a baseball around for hours on end," the 
son remembered. 

He said he find out about his father's death through his 
stepmother, Peggy, a retired Navy nurse. 

"I was obviously sad, but he was doing what he loved best 
and what he had a passion for," Ryan Bennett said. "He could 
have taken a desk job ... but he chose to keep on flying, and he 
loved it till the very end." 

He said the pilot also is survived by his daughter, Patricia 
and two grandchildren, Nicholas and Nathan, who live in Holt, 
Mich. 

Thomas Bennett's previous wife, Lauren Underriter, lives 
in Northville, Mich., records show. 

Services for the fallen pilot are pending, his son said. 
On The Scene 
Representatives from the National Transportation Safety 

Board and the Federal Aviation Administration were still 
investigating the crash Saturday afternoon. 

About 20 representatives were at the scene at any given 
time and were expected to work through the night. There was 
one piece of heavy equipment and at least one truck for debris 
near the site of the crash Saturday afternoon. 

Terry Williams, a spokesman for the NTSB, said two 
investigators started combing through wreckage Friday 
afternoon and completed their first full day Saturday. 

He added that while it could take nine months to a year to 
determine the cause of the crash, investigators are 
documenting the debris and will be working on the scene for 
three or four more days. 

"We are in the very early stages of the investigation," said 
Williams, who is based in Washington, D.C. 

The board will look into the positioning of the plane when 
it came down, weather conditions, maintenance of the aircraft 
and the pilot's records, all standard procedure in an 
investigation, Williams said. 

Airborne Tactical, a civilian contractor at Naval Base 
Ventura County and other military facilities, has a team of 
mechanics and pilots who fly out of Point Mugu to support 
Navy training missions on the West Coast. It has its own 
squadron of mostly retired Navy and Air Force pilots, many of 
whom are former "Top Gun" fliers, company officials told The 
Star in 2009. 

Their job is to stage aerial dogfights or mock attacks, such 
as trying to penetrate groups of Navy ships at sea. 
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GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
9. House Blocks Funding For 'Law Of The Sea' Treaty 
(THE HILL 18 MAY 12) ... Carlo Munoz 

House members on Friday threw a wrench into the 
Pentagon's plans to finalize a vital international treaty, which 
the department claims will keep the peace across the world's 
waterways. 

Members of the lower chamber approved a plan by Reps. 
Jeff Duncan (R-S.C.) and Jim Jordan (R-Ohio) to block any 
government financing to implement the "Law of the Sea" 
treaty. 

Introduced as an amendment to the House version of the 
fiscal 2013 defense budget plan, House members agreed to the 
Duncan-Jordan language early Friday morning by a vote of 
229-193. 

Approval of the House amendment could set up a 
showdown with the Senate later this year when both chambers 
draft a compromise defense bill to send to the White House. 

The Senate is debating whether to ratify the treaty, which 
would essentially establish the rules of the road for the United 
States and other countries across the world's waterways. 

But with Friday's vote, even if the Senate decides to ratify 
the treaty, Congress would be barred from funding the various 
elements mandated under the pact. 

One element is the creation of an international forum 
tasked with resolving territorial disputes like the ones in the 
South China Sea and Strait of Hormuz. 

All signatories to the treaty are required to have a seat at 
that table. However, critics of the treaty claim that forum will 
hamstring U.S. naval operations with unnecessary 
international oversight. 

If Congress agrees to the pact, Navy commanders may be 
forced to clear future military operations with other pact 
members before moving forward, critics claim. 

"Not only is this treaty unnecessary, it would also 
empower a new international bureaucracy at the expense of 
American sovereignty," Michael Needham, CEO for Heritage 

Action, the advocacy arm of the conservative Heritage 
Foundation, said in a statement Friday. 

"America cannot afford yet another foreign policy 
mistake [with this] ... dangerously-flawed treaty," he added. 

Sen. James Inhofe, a member of the Senate Foreign 
Relations committee and staunch opponent of the treaty, will 
use next Wednesday's committee hearing on the pact to 
advocate the potential negative impacts it may have on U.S. 
military operations. 

"I'm probably not the only one… at the [committee] here 
who disagrees with the administration's [support for] the Law 
of the Sea," Inhofe said at a Senate Armed Services 
Committee hearing in February. 

To that end Inhofe and a number of other Senators are 
drafting a letter to Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid (D-
Nev.) outlining the reasons against ratification, according to 
Inhofe spokesman Jared Young. 

That said, senior Senate defense committee member John 
McCain (R-Ariz), Defense Secretary Leon Panetta and others 
have come out in support of the treaty. 

McCain called upon the Senate to take action on 
ratification at an event sponsored by the Center for Strategic 
and Budgetary Affairs in June. 

On Monday, McCain reiterated that it was time for 
Congress to "set aside political bickering and point-scoring" 
and commit to a stronger U.S. position in the Pacific via treaty 
ratification. 

Panetta has argued the treaty would be vital in 
"underpinning [the] public order" on the high seas for the 
United States and the rest of the international community. 

It would also play a crucial role in keeping global hot 
spots like the South China Sea in the Pacific and the Strait of 
Hormuz in the Middle East from boiling over, according to 
Panetta. 
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10. NATO Focuses On War's Closure 
Afghan endgame leads agenda 
(WASHINGTON POST 21 MAY 12) ... Karen DeYoung and Scott Wilson 

CHICAGO — NATO leaders began a two-day summit 
here Sunday that will finalize plans to turn control of 
Afghanistan over to its own security forces by the middle of 
next year, a milestone on the way to concluding the alliance’s 
combat role by the end of 2014. 

The alliance is meeting at a precarious time for the war 
effort in Afghanistan, and President Obama and other NATO 
leaders acknowledged the challenges ahead even as they set 
out the process for ending the international combat role. 
NATO members are sharply cutting defense budgets, facing 
high public opposition to the war and preparing for months of 
difficult fighting against the Taliban as the number of U.S. and 
European troops steadily declines across Afghanistan. 

As Chicago police confronted demonstrators whose 
protest against the war and economic policy was kept well 
away from the heavily guarded summit, Obama welcomed the 
27 other government heads to his “home town” and pledged 
that the 2014 deadline will mean that “the Afghan war as we 
understand it is over.” 

The summit’s initial session dealt with non-Afghanistan 
issues. The alliance agreed to “operationalize” a missile 
defense system whose component parts are already in place in 
four European countries. The system, to protect Europe 
against ballistic missiles potentially launched from Iran and 
elsewhere, is expected to have limited capability by 2015 and 
to be fully operational by 2018. 

NATO also signed contracts for its own ground 
surveillance system, agreeing to purchase and deploy five 
unarmed Global Hawk drones that will give the alliance 
capabilities that until now have been available only from the 
U.S. military. The alliance also moved forward on efforts to 
more equitably share the cost and contributions to defense 
operations, now shouldered largely by the United States, and 
avoid expensive overlaps in capabilities. 

No leader raised the subject of the ongoing violence in 
Syria, said Ivo H. Daalder, U.S. ambassador to NATO. 
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While “we are very much concerned about the situation of 
Syria,” NATO Secretary General Anders Fogh Rasmussen 
said, the alliance has “no intention whatsoever to intervene.” 

Although formal meetings on Afghanistan were not 
scheduled until Monday, that issue is clearly the summit focus. 
While they prepared to declare that Afghan forces will have 
the lead military role throughout the country by mid-2013 and 
looked ahead to complete combat withdrawal at the end of the 
following year, leaders warned of what Obama called “hard 
days ahead” between now and then. 

“I don’t want to understate the challenge that we have 
ahead of us,” said Marine Corps Gen. John Allen, the 
commander of U.S. and coalition forces in Afghanistan. “The 
Taliban is a resilient and capable opponent,” and “we fully 
expect that combat is going to continue” as troops are 
gradually withdrawn over the next 21 / 2 years. 

Even as the the mission evolves to an advisory role, Allen 
said, NATO will retain “short-term capabilities” to shift back 
into the fight if necessary, even in those regions that have 
already been “transitioned” to the Afghans. Allen, who spoke 
to reporters, will give an update Monday to an expanded 
summit meeting that will include all 62 member nations of the 
coalition in Afghanistan, plus Afghan President Hamid Karzai 
and Pakistani President Asif Ali Zardari. 

Obama, Karzai meet 
Obama held a separate meeting with Karzai early Sunday 

to discuss the terms of the plan NATO is expected to approve. 
In public remarks after the 75-minute closed-door session, 
they mutually acknowledged the sacrifices both nations have 
made, with Karzai — whose relations with the White House 
have often been testy — expressing gratitude for “the support 
that your taxpayers’ money has provided us over the past 
decade and for the difference that it has made to the well-
being of the Afghan people.” 

Administration officials said Obama also discussed with 
Karzai the administration’s hope that the Afghan president, 
whose term ends in 2014, will move forward on electoral 
reforms toward a smooth political transition to coincide with 
the final combat troop withdrawal. 

Zardari received a last-minute invitation to the summit 
after U.S. and Pakistani negotiators indicated progress toward 
an agreement that would reopen border crossings through 
which NATO supplies reach Afghanistan. Hopes that the deal 
would be concluded before the summit were not realized, 
however, as the two sides continue to haggle over new tariff 
rates Pakistan wants to impose. 

Zardari had no separate meeting with Obama but held a 
lengthy session with Secretary of State Hillary Rodham 
Clinton. 

NATO’s 2014 exit plan was agreed to at its last summit, 
18 months ago in Lisbon. Since then, public antiwar feeling 
has risen across the alliance, with some members — most 
recently France’s new socialist government — indicating 
plans to pull combat troops as early as this year. 

A majority of the American public has also turned against 
the war, and Obama has made his plans to leave Afghanistan a 
part of his campaign message as he seeks reelection. 

The presumptive Republican nominee, Mitt Romney, has 
accused Obama of aligning his Afghan withdrawal strategy to 
the political calendar, with 23,000 troops — those remaining 
from a “surge” deployment of 33,000 Obama authorized in 

late 2009 — scheduled to come home by the end of 
September. 

The summit is only the third in NATO’s 63-year history 
to take place in the United States, and it is unfolding against 
the backdrop of widespread economic crisis and budget 
cutting among the alliance’s 28 members. 

In an opinion piece published in the Chicago Tribune on 
the eve of the meeting, Romney sharply criticized Obama for 
the $487 billion the president has proposed in defense cuts 
over the next decade. Those cuts could double at the end of 
this year if Obama and Congress do not find a way to cut an 
additional $1.2 trillion in overall government spending over 
that period. 

Rasmussen, in remarks opening the two-day summit, said 
the meeting’s focus would be on “security in an age of 
austerity.” 

A Chicago welcome 
A few hours after his meeting with Karzai, Obama opened 

the summit by welcoming his fellow leaders to Chicago, a 
place where “so many people ... trace their roots back to 
NATO countries.” 

He called for all member countries to invest in the 
“defense capabilities and new technologies that meet our 
collective needs.” NATO can “work together and pool our 
resources,” he said, allowing “each of our nations to 
accomplish what none of us can achieve alone.” 

One of the issues Obama faces here is the changing role 
of France in Afghanistan after recent elections that brought 
Socialist Party candidate Francois Hollande to the presidency. 
Hollande defeated incumbent Nicolas Sarkozy partly on a 
pledge to withdraw all 3,300 French troops from Afghanistan 
by the end of this year, a more rapid withdrawal than had been 
planned. 

“We will need to understand exactly what the French 
decision will mean,” Allen told reporters, adding that “we will 
offer France the opportunity to contribute if they wish to the 
security mission.” 

Allen said that could mean that France would increase its 
participation in “training, mentoring, instructing” Afghan 
security forces. “All of those,” he said, “are important to the 
mission overall.” He noted that the U.S. role, too, is changing 
in much the same way. 

“The nature of the mission, as it is evolving now, as our 
numbers get smaller, is evolving into an advisory mission,” 
Allen said. 

At the Monday meetings, leaders will also discuss the 
expense of continued support for Afghanistan’s security forces 
after 2014. 

The United States spent $12 billion last year, 95 percent 
of the total cost, to train and equip an Afghan army and police 
force that is expected to total 352,000 by this fall. With a gross 
domestic product of about $17 billion, Afghanistan is 
incapable of funding a force that size. 

As it looks for a way to cut future costs and assumes an 
eventual political solution to the war among the Afghans 
themselves, the administration has projected that 
Afghanistan’s security needs could be met even if the force 
were cut by up to one-third. It estimates the cost of sustaining 
the reduced force at about $4.1 billion a year, half of which 
the United States would provide. Afghanistan would pay about 
$500,000. 
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Coalition members have been asked for commitments to 
fund most of the rest — in annual installments between 2015 
and 2017 — up to about $1.3 billion a year. At the summit, 
“we would like to be able to say that we have a plan, and 
sufficient resources,” to carry it out, a senior administration 
official said. 

NATO also plans to begin discussion of what the U.S. and 
NATO presence in Afghanistan will look like after the 2014 

withdrawal deadline. The current NATO mission, known as 
ISAF, for International Security Assistance Force, officially 
ends at that point, and a new one will have to be agreed upon 
to cover ongoing training and assistance operations, which are 
planned to include an estimated tens of thousands of U.S. 
troops as well as other alliance contributions. 
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11. United States To Unveil Plans to Bolster NATO Alliance 
(NEW YORK TIMES 20 MAY 12) ... Thom Shanker 

WASHINGTON — President Obama on Sunday will 
unveil a new package of NATO initiatives that includes the 
alliance purchasing a fleet of surveillance drones, sharing 
weapons and training facilities, and sustaining nuclear 
deterrence in Europe even as disarmament efforts continue 
with an often belligerent Russia, according to senior 
administration officials. 

Although debate on winding down the Afghan war will 
dominate the NATO summit meeting in Chicago, Mr. Obama 
will also disclose agreements designed to guarantee mutual 
security in an era of global austerity that includes sharply 
reduced military spending across the alliance. 

A central element of Mr. Obama’s announcement will be 
the hand-over to NATO of control for the components of an 
emerging European missile-defense system built by the United 
States. 

A radar station in Turkey will become permanently under 
alliance command. In times of crisis, American Navy Aegis 
warships — with radar and interceptor missiles — would be 
transferred to NATO command. When interceptor missiles 
planned for Poland and Romania are in place, they would also 
be placed under NATO command in time of crisis. 

Another major agreement is that the alliance will purchase 
and maintain five Global Hawk surveillance drones, said one 
administration official, who spoke on the condition of 
anonymity to describe the initiatives in advance of the 
meeting. 

Although NATO carried out an offensive that toppled 
Libya’s Col. Muammar el-Qaddafi, the campaign revealed a 

critical gap in the alliance’s war-fighting capabilities: The 
United States had a near monopoly on surveillance and 
reconnaissance aircraft, and NATO needed its own remotely 
piloted vehicles. 

As the Pentagon reduces the number of Army brigades 
permanently in Europe, the United States will pledge to rotate 
units through training facilities on the Continent so the ability 
for allied and American troops to fight side-by-side is 
sustained even after withdrawing from Afghanistan. 

Mr. Obama also will describe the results of NATO’s 
review of its defense and deterrence posture, and how the 
alliance will field a combination of nuclear weapons, missile 
defenses and conventional forces to guarantee the security of 
all members. 

No reductions in NATO’s nuclear arsenals will be 
announced, although the door remains open to negotiations 
with Russia on shrinking stockpiles. 

NATO nations in Central and Eastern Europe remain 
particularly nervous about aggressive talk from Russia’s 
returning president, Vladimir V. Putin, and want continued 
assurances of an alliance nuclear umbrella. 

Similarly, the alliance will pledge to continue air patrols 
over the territory of Baltic nations in NATO, so those states do 
not have to invest in fighter jets. The alliance will also 
announce initiatives to share maritime patrol aircraft, route-
clearance vehicles and medical facilities, as well as pool 
maintenance costs for helicopters and armored vehicles. 
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12. NATO Activates Missile Shield Despite Russian Anger 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 20 MAY 12) ... Laurent Thomet 

CHICAGO — NATO leaders launched Sunday the first 
phase of a U.S.-led missile shield for Europe, risking the wrath 
of Russia which has threatened to deploy rockets to EU 
borders in response. 

A NATO official told AFP that U.S. President Barack 
Obama and his allies "just decided" at a Chicago summit to 
put a U.S. warship armed with interceptors in the 
Mediterranean and a Turkey-based radar system under NATO 
command in a German base. 

The alliance insists the shield is not aimed at Russia and 
aims to knock out missiles that could be launched by enemies 
such as Iran, but Moscow fears that the system will also serve 
to neutralize its nuclear deterrent. 

"Missile defense is indispensable. We are faced with real 
missile threats," NATO Secretary General Anders Fogh 

Rasmussen said on the eve of the summit, adding that 30 
states either have or seek ballistic missile technology. 

"Against a real threat we need a real defense," he said. 
The standoff has tested Russian-U.S. relations for much 

of the past decade and been one of the primary issues 
addressed by Obama when he launched a diplomatic "reset" 
with Moscow in 2009. 

Russian military chief General Nikolai Makarov said this 
month one option was for Russia to station short-range 
Iskander missiles in its Kaliningrad exclave near Poland, a 
long-running threat that has alarmed Eastern European states. 

NATO had hoped that Russian President Vladimir Putin 
would come to Chicago, but instead he sent a lower level 
delegation to represent Moscow during the summit's 
discussion on Afghanistan. 
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Putin, who returned to power after succeeding his protege 
Dmitry Medvedev this month, was often at odds with the 
previous U.S. administration over missile defense in his first 
two terms of office. 

"Russia is sensitive about its nuclear capability because 
that's what makes it a superpower," said Nick Witney, a 
London-based defense expert at the European Council on 
Foreign Relations. 

In a bid to appease its former Cold War foe, the Western 
military alliance invited Russia to cooperate in the system at 
the last summit in November 2010 in Lisbon, but the two sides 
have struggled to find common ground. 

"This is not a project targeted against Russia, but a project 
we want to push forward with Russia in the interest of 
Europe's security," said German Foreign Minister Guido 
Westerwelle. "And therefore the door for Russia will stay 
open." 

Moscow has called for joint control over the system and 
for NATO to sign a legally-binding guarantee that it is not 
aimed at Russia. 

But NATO has balked at both demands, insisting on 
keeping two separate systems and refusing to sign a legally-
binding document. 

The U.S. election also appears to have affected the pace 
of negotiations. 

An open microphone famously caught Obama telling then 
president Medvedev in March that he could negotiate some 
concessions on the system if Russia gave him "space" until 
after the election this year. 

The system will be deployed in four phases and become 
fully operational by 2018. 

Spain will host four U.S. Aegis ships at its port in Rota 
while Poland and Romania have agreed to host U.S. land-
based SM-3 missiles in the coming years. 

The United States has tested missile defense technology 
for years but analysts have raised questions over whether the 
shield is a full-proof defense against incoming rockets from 
rogue states. 

"They have scored successes (in tests) but it's easier to hit 
things when you know something is about to come than when 
something is coming out of the blue," Witney said. 

"There is a huge number of technical unknowns on both 
sides of this equation," Witney said, pointing out that there are 
also doubts over whether Iranian missiles could reach deep 
into Western Europe 
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13. ASEAN, U.S. Talk Security Amid China Stand-Off 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 20 MAY 12) 

MANILA — The U.S. and Southeast Asian nations 
embarked on three days of talks May 20 that would include 
security cooperation, shortly after a Pentagon report raised 
concerns about China’s military build-up. 

The Philippines, hosts of the discussions and an 
Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) member, is 
engaged in a month-long maritime stand-off with China over a 
disputed shoal in the South China Sea. 

“Eminent persons” and senior officials from the United 
States and ASEAN would meet from May 20-22 in Manila, 
U.S. embassy and Philippine foreign department statements 
said. 

Deepening security cooperation, climate change and trade 
and investment will all be on the table over the three days of 
talks. They will also “review key elements of the U.S.-
ASEAN partnership," the embassy said. 

The meeting will also prepare for U.S.-ASEAN leaders’ 
talks in November. 

The poorly armed Philippines has been stressing its 
defense ties with close ally Washington to help bolster its 
position against China. 

A Pentagon report on May 18 said China was carrying out 
aggressive cyber espionage as part of a steady build-up of its 
military power. Beijing expressed its “firm opposition” to the 
findings of the annual assessment. 
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14. China Deploys 5 Warships Near Phl After U.S. Sub Visit 
(PHILIPPINE STAR 20 MAY 12) ... Jaime Laude 

MANILA, Philippines - The arrival of a nuclear-powered 
United States submarine in Subic Bay apparently prompted 
China to deploy five of its warships close to the maritime 
domain of the Philippines. 

This was reported yesterday by Duowie News, a news 
outlet operated by overseas Chinese in Taiwan, saying the five 
ships include two Type-052B destroyers, two Type-054A 
frigates and one Type-071 amphibious transport vessel. 

The ships are currently on a training mission in a yet 
unspecified location near the Philippines but could be sent to 
support the Chinese fishery administration ships around 
Panatag (Scarborough) Shoal if the standoff over the disputed 
atoll escalates. 

The standoff at Panatag Shoal began on April 10 when 
two Chinese fishery ships were deployed in Panatag shoal to 
prevent the Philippine Navy from arresting and detaining 
Chinese fishermen who had been apprehended in the area. 

“With a displacement of just 3,200 tons, the Hamilton-
class cutter of the Philippine Navy is no match for the four 
Chinese destroyers and frigates which together would carry 
about 48 C-802/803 anti-ship missiles. The Philippines has 
none,” Duowie said. 

The warships are now approaching the waters of the 
Philippines, the report added. 

USS North Carolina silently surfaced in the former U.S. 
Naval Base in Subic on Sunday last week for reprovisioning. 

One of the most modern submarines in the U.S. Navy, 
Carolina was scheduled to leave Subic yesterday for 
deployment for freedom of navigation operations in the West 
Philippine Sea. 

The unannounced visit of Carolina in Subic came amid 
the aggressive behavior of China in laying its territorial claim 
over Panatag Shoal, a rich fishing ground located just 124 
nautical miles off Masinloc in Zambales. 
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15. China Sustaining Anti-Access Strategy, Pentagon Says 
(DEFENSE DAILY 18 MAY 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

China continues to invest in key technologies designed to 
thwart access to key regions of the Asia-Pacific by other 
militaries, the Pentagon said in its annual report on China's 
military buildup published on Friday. 

The annual report to Congress said Beijing during 2011 
kept up the pace of pouring money into advanced cruise 
missiles, short and medium range conventional ballistic 
missiles, anti-ship missiles and military cyberspace 
capabilities to support a strategy of anti-access area-denial 
(A2AD). 

"Some of the areas that we pay careful attention to are 
capabilities that we would consider supportive of anti-access 
and area denial types of operations, and here it's not one 
particular weapons system," David Helvey, Pentagon's the 
acting deputy assistant secretary for East Asia and the Asia-
Pacific, told reporters Friday. 

"We have concerns because these types of capabilities 
could, if they're employed, in ways affect the ability of our 

forces or other forces in the region to be able to operate in the 
Western Pacific," he added. 

Countering efforts by China and other countries such as 
Iran to develop A2AD strategies has emerged as a top priority 
for the Pentagon. It was a key topic in a forum last week with 
Navy Chief of Operations Adm. Jonathan Greenert and Air 
Force Chief of Staff Gen. Norton Schwartz. 

They said addressing the A2AD challenge is a central 
aspect as the military develops a common air-sea battle 
concept of operations across the services. Greenert 
emphasized the need to further integrate and centralize 
operations throughout the battle picture, including platforms, 
their payloads and sensors, and electronic and cyber warfare 
(Defense Daily, May 17, 2012). 

"Our cross-domain actions are going to have to be more 
centralized," he said. "Should we be looking at missions, 
strike, cyber as something that crosses those domains in a 
command and control operation? Air-sea Battle provides the 
means to do that." 
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16. Continued Chinese Military Growth Needs To Be Watched: Pentagon 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 18 MAY 12) ... Dan De Luce 

WASHINGTON — China is exploiting Western 
commercial technology, carrying out aggressive 
cyberespionage and buying more anti-ship missiles as part of a 
steady build-up of military power, the Pentagon said May 18. 

Beijing is working to take advantage of “mostly U.S.” 
defense-related technologies in the private sector as part of a 
long-running effort to modernize the country’s armed forces 
and extend China’s reach in the Asia-Pacific region, the 
Pentagon wrote in a report to Congress. 

“One of the PRC’s [People’s Republic of China] stated 
national security objectives is to leverage legally and illegally 
acquired dual-use and military-related technologies to its 
advantage,” it said. 

And China, which has the world’s second largest defense 
budget behind the United States, “openly espouses the need to 
exploit civilian technologies for use in its military 
modernization” and dual-use technology transfers could have 
a “substantial” cumulative effect in boosting the country’s 
military. 

The Pentagon warned that “interactions with Western 
aviation manufacturing firms may also inadvertently benefit 
China’s defense aviation industry.” 

European aerospace giant Airbus opened a production 
line for the A320 aircraft in China in 2009. The Defense 
Department pledged to prevent exports of advanced 
technologies that could be diverted to China’s military. 

Echoing recent warnings from intelligence officials, the 
Pentagon blamed China for “many” of the world’s cyber 
intrusions over the past year that have targeted U.S. 
government and commercial networks, including companies 
“that directly support U.S. defense programs,” it said. 

The report warned that “Chinese actors are the world’s 
most active and persistent perpetrators of economic 
espionage,” and predicted that those spying efforts would 

continue, posing “a growing and persistent threat to U.S. 
economic security.” 

China’s investments in cyberwarfare were cause for 
“concern,” said David Helvey, acting deputy assistant 
secretary of defense for East Asia and Asia Pacific Security 
Affairs. 

Beijing was clearly “looking at ways to use cyber for 
offensive operations,” Helvey told reporters, adding that there 
was no sign that China was ramping up digital activities. 

The American military has long worried that China could 
potentially limit the reach of U.S. naval ships in the western 
Pacific with new weapons, and the Pentagon report underlined 
those concerns, pointing to Beijing’s growing arsenal of 
missiles. 

“It is also acquiring and fielding greater numbers of 
conventional medium-range ballistic missiles (MRBMs) to 
increase the range at which it can conduct precision strikes 
against land targets and naval ships, including aircraft carriers, 
operating far from China’s shores beyond the first island 
chain,” the report said. 

China was pouring money into advanced air defenses, 
submarines and anti-satellite weapons, as well as anti-ship 
missiles that could all be used to deny an adversary access to 
strategic areas, such as the South China Sea, the report said. 

U.S. strategists — and some defense contractors — often 
refer to the threat posed by China’s so-called “carrier-killer” 
missiles but Helvey said the anti-ship weapons currently have 
“limited operational capability.” 

China’s military budget officially reached $106 billion in 
2012, an 11.2 percent increase. 

But the U.S. report said China’s defense budget does not 
include major expenditures such as improvements to nuclear 
forces or purchases of foreign-made weapons. Real defense 
spending amounts to $120 to $180 billion, the report said. 
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U.S. military spending, however, still dwarfs Chinese 
investments, with the Pentagon’s proposed budget for 2013 at 
more than $600 billion. 

Despite a sustained increase in defense spending over the 
past decade, China had experienced setbacks with some 
satellite launches and ambitious projects to produce a fifth-
generation fighter jet and modern aircraft carrier still faced 
challenges, the report said. 

Although looking to expand its traditional missions to 
include counterpiracy and humanitarian efforts, the People’s 
Liberation Army’s top priority remained a possible conflict in 
the Taiwan Strait, with China focused on preventing the 
United States from intervening successfully in support of 
Taiwan, the report said. 
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17. U.S., Iraq Strike Deal For Drones 
Oil exports at risk in tense Gulf region 
(USA TODAY 21 MAY 12) ... Jim Michaels 

BAGHDAD -- The United States has agreed to sell 
unarmed surveillance drones to Iraq's navy as part of an effort 
to help protect that nation's oil exports amid growing tensions 
in the Persian Gulf and to strengthen U.S.-Iraqi ties. 

"They understand the importance of the mission to protect 
its oil platforms," said Army Lt. Gen. Robert Caslen, who 
heads the U.S. Office of Security Cooperation-Iraq. 

The office, which operates out of the U.S. Embassy and 
manages U.S. military sales programs in Iraq, confirmed the 
sale of drones but declined to say the model or number of 
drones that are part of the contract. 

The drones will allow Iraq's military to keep a continuous 
watch over its oil terminals within Iraqi territorial waters of 
the Persian Gulf, where a significant portion of the world's oil 
originates and which Iran has occasionally threatened to 
blockade. 

The sales of drones and other U.S. military equipment are 
viewed by the United States as a way to maintain deep ties 
with Iraq after the departure of American troops in December. 
The sales "help facilitate that strategic relationship," Caslen 
said. 

Iraq has said it is buying more than $15 billion worth of 
U.S. military hardware, including 36 F-16 fighter planes, M-1 
tanks and armored personnel carriers, insisting the weapons 
are for defensive purposes. 

"Iraq should have the ability to protect itself against 
outside aggression," said Ali al-Moussawi, an adviser to Prime 
Minister Nouri al-Maliki. 

Iraq is particularly concerned about the security of its oil 
facilities. 

The bulk of Iraq's exports move through a handful of 
terminals on Iraq's narrow Persian Gulf coast, making its 
exports vulnerable to attack from other countries or terrorists. 

As a major oil producer, Iraq could balance Western 
worries about Iran's threats to cut off oil shipments to some 
European countries that import Iranian oil. 

Iraq said it is not worried about whether Iran views Iraq's 
progress as a threat. 

"Whether Iran has concerns or not, we're OK with that," 
al-Moussawi said. "This is in our interest." 

Iraqi and U.S. officials say Iraq has made remarkable 
progress in developing its energy industry since the time of the 
2003 U.S.-led Iraq invasion. 

"This is one of the biggest energy stories in the world 
today," James Jeffrey, the U.S. ambassador to Iraq, said in an 
interview. 

Iraq has boosted oil production to 3 million barrels per 
day, up from about 2.5 million before the invasion. 

In six years, Iraq expects to be producing 10 million 
barrels a day, according to Iraq's deputy prime minister for 
energy, Hussain al-Shahristani. 

"We'd like Iraq to be considered as a dependable long-
term supplier of world energy needs," al-Shahristani said. 
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18. Somali Fishermen Beg End To Anti-Piracy Air Strikes 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 18 MAY 12) 

MOGADISHU — Somali fisherman pleaded Friday for 
international navies protecting shipping to halt air strikes on 
coastal villages, after the EU Naval Force struck a pirate base 
for the first time. 

An attack helicopter staged a nighttime raid on the Somali 
coastline Tuesday, the first since the European Union 
authorised such strikes, destroying several small boats that the 
force said were part of pirate operations. 

But fishermen on the impoverished coast said that their 
boats had also been destroyed, and that they feared being 
caught up in further attacks aimed to damage pirate 
operations. 

"The pirates cannot be easily identified, as they mingle 
with the fishermen -- the boats are the same and the people 
look alike unless they are armed," said Mohamed Hassan, a 
local fisherman in the Harardhere region. 

"The fishermen are also victims -- some of the boats 
destroyed by the international forces belonged to local 
fishermen, and we are very much worried that fishermen will 
die in such operations," he added. 

NATO and European Union warships have battled pirates 
at sea since 2008, but the EU decided to step up the fight in 
March by authorising strikes on assets stored on land. 

The attacks Tuesday marked the first time an international 
naval force patrolling the pirate-infested Indian Ocean waters 
have struck on land after years of trying to prevent attacks at 
sea. 

However, fisherman Kahin Abdurahman said that forces 
should instead send ground troops capable of distinguishing 
between pirates and civilians. 

"The international forces should stop flying helicopters 
and firing missiles from the sky," Abdurahman said. 
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"If they need to, then their operation must distinguish 
between local fishermen and pirates, so they must deploy foot 
soldiers on the ground." 

The EU naval force said no Somalis were injured in 
Tuesday's strike, and that the attacks were focused on "known 
pirate supplies" -- prompting a furious response from pirates. 

"If they continue attacking Somali coastal villages, then 
there will be terrible consequences," said Abdi Yare, a pirate 
chief in the notorious pirate base of Hobyo, on the central 
Somali coast. 

"The so-called anti-piracy forces are now engaging in a 
very dangerous part of their mission." 

The pirates are believed to be holding dozens of ships and 
hundreds of Sailors for ransom, and have also branched out 
into land-based kidnapping. 

Nine EU warships are currently deployed by France, 
Germany, Spain, Portugal, Italy and The Netherlands. 

Several other nations, including Russia and China, also 
provide protection for their ships as they pass through the busy 
shipping route through the Gulf of Aden and the Indian Ocean. 

Piracy has flourished off war-torn Somalia, outwitting 
international efforts -- including constant patrols by warships 
and tough sentencing of the pirates they capture. 

In January, a daring U.S.-led commando raid rescued two 
aid workers -- an American woman and a Danish man -- held 
hostage in central Somalia. 
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19. Pak's Navy Inaugurates New Strategic Force Headquarters 
(PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 20 MAY 12) 

ISLAMABAD -- The Pakistan Navy completed the 
establishment of a new Naval Strategic Force Command, 
described by the military as the custodian of the country's 
nuclear second strike capability. 

Naval Strategic Force Command headquarters was 
inaugurated by naval Chief Admiral Mohammad Asif Sandila. 

The event was attended by Strategic Plans Division Chief 
Lt Gen (retired) Khalid Kidwai and senior naval and military 
officers. 

Vice Admiral Tanveer Faiz, commander of the Naval 
Strategic Force Command, said the Naval Strategic Force 
Command, which is "the custodian of the nation's second 
strike capability," will strengthen Pakistan's policy of credible 
minimum deterrence and ensure regional stability. 

The headquarters of the Naval Strategic Force Command 
will perform a "pivotal role in the development and 
employment of the naval strategic force," Faiz was quoted as 
saying in a statement issued by the military. 

Admiral Sandila said the inauguration of the headquarters 
marked the "formal establishment of the Naval Strategic Force 
Command." 

The statement did not give details of the weapon systems 
and delivery platforms that comprise Pakistan's second strike 
capability. 

Unlike India, Pakistan does not have a "no first use" 
policy for its nuclear arsenal. 

India adopted the "no first use" policy shortly after its 
nuclear tests in 1998. 
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20. Bahrain Protesters Decry Unity Plans With Saudis 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 18 MAY 12) ... Reem Khalifa 

MANAMA, Bahrain — Tens of thousands of protesters 
chanting "Bahrain is not for sale" jammed a major highway 
Friday to denounce proposals for closer unity between the 
unrest-torn Gulf kingdom and neighboring Saudi Arabia. 

The rally's large turnout — demonstrators stretched for 
more than five kilometers (three miles) along a main highway 
— underscored the strong backlash to efforts by Bahrain's 
rulers to integrate key policies such as defense and foreign 
affairs with their powerful Saudi neighbor. 

Riyadh has aided Bahrain's embattled Sunni monarchy 
with troops and money during the island nation's 15-month 
uprising. 

Leaders for Bahrain's majority Shiites call the unity 
proposal a sellout of the country's independence and an effort 
to give Saudi security forces a stronger hand in crackdowns in 
the strategic island kingdom, which is home to the U.S. Navy's 
5th Fleet. 

Gulf Arab leaders earlier this week delayed any decisions 
on seeking greater unity among members of the six-nation 
Gulf Cooperation Council. Some members, such as the United 
Arab Emirates, also have raised questions about whether 
closer GCC cooperation would give too much power to Saudi 
Arabia. 

Crowds streaming along a highway outside Bahrain's 
capital Manama on Friday chanted slogans, such as "No unity, 
no unity," and "Bahrain is not for sale." 

Bahrain has been hit by near daily protests and clashes 
since the Shiite-led uprising began in February 2011 inspired 
by revolts in other Arab countries. Opposition groups seek a 
greater Shiite political voice in the Sunni-ruled nations. At 
least 50 people have died in the unrest in Bahrain, where a 
Saudi-led Gulf force came to the aid of the ruling dynasty last 
year. 

There was no immediate reports of violence from Friday's 
march. 

Bahrain's leaders have blamed Shiite power Iran for 
encouraging the uprising, although there has been no clear 
evidence to support the charges. Still, many Iranians have 
expressed sympathy with Bahrain's Shiites and Iranian 
officials have sharply criticized the Saudi-led military 
intervention in Bahrain. 

In Tehran, a government-backed march Friday decried the 
proposed unity pact. The protest leader, cleric Kazem Sedighi, 
said the proposed Saudi-Bahraini accord is an "ominous 
conspiracy" aimed at the "annexation" of Bahrain by Saudi 
Arabia, the main regional rival for Iran. 
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"Bahrain and regional nations, as well as the Muslim 
world and the Iranian nation will never accept the conspiracy," 
Sedighi said. 

Iranian state television said similar rallies took place in 
other cities and towns in Iran, with thousands participating. 

Many nationalist and hard-line conservatives in Iran 
consider Bahrain, which gained independence from Britain in 

1971, as a rightful part of the Iran — as it was before it fell 
under British colonial rule. 

Until the Western-backed Shah Mohammad Reza Pahlavi 
was toppled by the 1979 Islamic Revolution, Iran kept two 
empty seats in its parliament for representatives from "Bahrain 
province." 
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21. U.K. To Announce $550 Million In Nuclear Submarine Contracts 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 20 MAY 12) ... Robert Hutton 

The U.K. plans to announce this week which British 
companies will be sharing in 350 million pounds ($550 
million) worth of contracts designing its next generation of 
nuclear-powered submarines. 

The contracts will secure around 1,900 jobs, according to 
a person familiar with them, who spoke on condition of 
anonymity. The boats, which will replace the current 
Vanguard class of Trident missile-bearing submarine, will 
enter service in 2028. 

The new specification calls for longer-lasting submarines, 
with the aim of keeping the U.K.’s nuclear deterrent active 
into the 2060s. The Royal Navy has had submarines carrying 
nuclear missiles at sea for 40 years. 

During the 2010 general election, the Liberal Democrats, 
the junior partner in Prime Minister David Cameron’s 
coalition, called for Trident to be replaced with a cheaper, 
land-based missile system. The government will argue that it 
has since brought defense spending under control. 
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PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
22. Reagan Riders Roll Toward Summer With Motorcycle Safety In Mind 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 19 MAY 12) ... Mass Communications Specialist Seaman Kevin Hastings, USS Ronald Reagan Public Affairs 

NAVAL BASE KITSAP-KEYPORT, Wash. -- More than 
30 motorcycle riders from aircraft carrier USS Ronald Reagan 
(CVN 76) joined nearly 300 fellow riders from military 
commands throughout the Pacific Northwest for a motorcycle 
safety standdown aboard Naval Base Kitsap-Keyport, May 17. 

The safety standdown was conducted to reinforce the 
Navy's standards for motorcycle safety, especially with more 
motorcycle riders taking to the roads as weather conditions in 
the region continue to improve. 

"There were 34 motorcycle-related deaths in the Navy last 
year," said Chief Hull Technician Nick Brunney, Ronald 
Reagan's command motorcycle safety representative. "We 
want to bring operational risk management to the forefront of 
Sailor's minds." 

The safety standdown brought riders of all skill levels 
together to help less-experienced riders improve their 
proficiency. Those in attendance received safety briefs before 
taking to a slalom course to demonstrate basic motorcycle 
riding and safety skills. 

According to Brunney, rank was of no concern to the 
riders in attendance. 

"It's important we get all the riders together as peers," said 
Brunney. "The person who might be helping you become 
more familiar with riding, and therefore a better and safer 
motorcycle rider, can be junior or senior (in rank) to you." 

Capt. Thom Burke, USS Ronald Reagan commanding 
officer and a motorcycle rider himself, said attending safety 
courses like the one held aboard Naval Base Kitsap-Keyport 
are important for all riders. 

"It's imperative to keep everyone in the fold when it 
comes to motorcycle safety," said Burke. "This critically 
important training helps riders develop those crucial habit 
patterns that don't come naturally... and it's those patterns that 
could end up saving your life." 

Machinist's Mate 1st Class Tyrone Perriott, a seven-year 
motorcyclist, believes courses such as this one are important 
to instill basic bike-riding skills based on one simple principle-
safety. 

"We have safety standdowns to give our riders the tools to 
develop better riding habits and become better riders," said 
Perriot. "The only way to become more comfortable with 
riding is with time and practice." 

As part of the Navy's motorcycle safety guidelines, 
Sailors must complete a standardized motorcycle riding course 
before they ride a motorcycle. The course includes training on 
how to ride safely, how to ride in traffic, tips on how to react 
to a myriad of different scenarios, and much more. 

"It's important that our Sailors take the course," said 
Brunney. "It builds camaraderie between shipmates and it 
helps develop good riding habits. And it's not important to 
own your own bike before you take the course, because loaner 
bikes are available for new riders." 

Ronald Reagan is currently homeported in Bremerton, 
Wash., while undergoing a Docked Planned Incremental 
Availability maintenance period at Puget Sound Naval 
Shipyard & Intermediate Maintenance Facility. 
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23. DoD Mum On Changes To Transition Program 
(NAVY TIMES 25 MAY 12) ... Patricia Kime 

A task force that monitors programs for wounded and 
recovering warriors hoped to receive an update May 15 on 

planned changes to the Defense Department’s Transition 
Assistance Program, or TAP. 
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But for the second straight meeting, they were 
disappointed: Susan Kelly, DoD’s special adviser for TAP, 
canceled. 

According to a Recovering Warrior Task Force source, 
DoD is still not ready to go public with anticipated 
improvements. 

“They want to make a big announcement. Our meetings 
are open to the public and we can’t close a meeting for that,” 
the source said. 

TAP, which gives troops information and guidance on the 
transition from military to civilian life, has faced difficulties in 
the past year. 

In late 2011, Congress made TAP mandatory for all 
departing service members under the VOW to Hire Heroes 
Act. 

But at the same time, the office overseeing TAP — 
Wounded Warrior Care and Transition Policy — halted 
development of an enhanced website designed to serve 
departing service members, especially those in remote areas 
who can’t attend TAP courses. 

The program, Virtual TAP, was within six weeks of 
launch when it was shelved. Funding was restored earlier this 
year, but the required contracting process has further delayed 

its unveiling. The Pentagon has not announced a new 
completion date. 

Also, the day after President Obama signed the VOW to 
Hire Heroes Act, the Wounded Warrior Care and Transition 
Policy office trimmed 15 contract workers, leaving two federal 
employees to oversee TAP changes and improvements. 

In January, Military Times learned that TAP had been 
moved from DoD’s Office of Wounded Warrior Care Policy 
to the Civilian Personnel Policy Office. No reason was given 
for the transfer. 

About 250,000 service members separate or retire from 
the military each year. 

A small survey conducted by the Recovering Warrior 
Task Force of 164 ill or wounded service members showed 
that 49 percent had attended a TAP briefing. Of those, 78 
percent described it as moderately to extremely helpful. 

Under the VOW to Hire Heroes Act, TAP is scheduled 
for an extensive overhaul. In addition to requiring that all 
departing service members attend, the program — or parts of 
it — also will be open to spouses. 

The Pentagon did not respond by press time to a Military 
Times request for information on the launch of a revised TAP. 
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24. New Policy Allows Reserve Leave Carry-Over 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 18 MAY 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Andrea Perez, Navy Personnel Command Public 
Affairs 

MILLINGTON, Tenn. -- Navy implementation of DoD 
policy allowing Reservists to carry over leave earned during 
an active duty period to a later active duty period was 
announced in NAVADMIN 163/12, May 18. 

Reserve Sailors may now earn and carry over up to 60 
days of accrued leave. Additionally, as part of the 2010 
National Defense Authorization Act, all service members may 
carry over up to 75 days if the leave was accrued between Oct. 
1, 2008 and Sept. 30, 2013. 

If serving in a combat tax exclusion zone, active duty and 
Reserve Sailors may be eligible to carry over up to 120 days 
of accrued leave. 

Reservists desiring leave carry-over must sign a Page 13 
documenting the leave carried over at their Personnel Support 
Detachment (PSD) at the time of separation from an active 
duty period. 

Service members who choose to sell back carried over 
leave may do so at separation from their next active duty 
period, separation from the service (unless discharged under 
other than honorable conditions) or upon retirement. 

The new leave carry-over changes are being updated to 
reflect the current MILPERSMAN articles that apply (1050-
060, 1050-070 and 7220-340). For more information, read 
NAVADMIN 163/12 or contact your servicing PSD. 
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25. Admiral Who Served In New Orleans And Helped In Katrina Response Nominated To Be First 
Woman To Lead The Navy Reserve 

(NEW ORLEANS TIMES-PICAYUNE 18 MAY 12) ... Paul Purpura 
Rear Adm. Robin Braun, an aviator whose naval career 

has included a tour in New Orleans, was nominated today to 
become the next chief of the Navy Reserve. If confirmed, she 
would be the first woman to hold the post, military observers 
said. 

She also was nominated for promotion to vice admiral, 
pending U.S. Senate confirmation. Defense Secretary Leon 
Panetta announced the nomination. 

"Admiral Braun's promotion is a well-deserved 
recognition of a superb naval officer's career," said Bobbie 
Whiddon, a New Orleans resident and Navy League Area 
President, Gulf Coast West. 

"She has performed her duties and upheld the Navy's 
highest traditions," said Whiddon, whose husband Dave 
retired from the Navy here. "We could not be more thrilled to 
congratulate her. Since her time stationed in New Orleans 

years ago, we have watched her advancement and feel like she 
is one of our city's own." 

Her career, through which she has traveled around the 
world, brought her to New Orleans in the wake of Hurricane 
Katrina in 2005, when she was assigned to Joint Task Force 
Katrina, the Defense Department organization created to 
oversee the federal military response. 

"I was serving aboard the USS Iwo Jima, at the pier in 
New Orleans, where we provided command and control, 
electricity, communications, water and meals to those assisting 
in the recovery effort," Braun said in a Northern Arizona 
University alumni interview - she received a bachelor of arts 
from the Flagstaff school in 1977. 

Braun moved to the Crescent City just after Katrina, when 
she assumed command of the Navy Air Logistics Office in a 
July 2006 ceremony at the National World War II Museum. 
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"I thoroughly enjoyed living there and helping the 
resilient and determined people of New Orleans rebuild their 
city," she said in the NAU interview, which said she was one 
of only five female Naval aviators to reach the flag officer 
ranks. 

At NALO, as the office is called, she helped develop 
policy for Navy airlift operations worldwide. When Braun 
commanded NALO, it was based at Naval Support Activity's 
Bywater campus, which closed last year because of the 2005 
Base Realignment and Closure round - which also saw the 
Naval Reserve Forces Command depart the Crescent City. 
NALO is now at the Naval Air Station-Joint Reserve Base in 
Belle Chasse. 

Braun was nominated for promotion to rear admiral lower 
half in 2007, while stationed in New Orleans. 

A native of Pensacola, Fla., she was commissioned an 
officer in 1981 and piloted transport airplanes, flying missions 
that included delivering Navy SEALs, according to the NAU 
interview. Her career has included command of a fleet 
logistics support squadron and of the Navy Recruiting 
Command, in Millington, Tenn. 

She currently is stationed in Stuttgart, Germany, where 
she is deputy director of the U.S. European Command's 
European Plans and Operations Center. 

Her new assignment would put her in charge of the 
Navy's reserve force, a job that would base her at the 
Pentagon. She would be the Navy's equivalent to Lt. Gen. 
Steven Hummer, commander of Marine Forces Reserve, 
whose headquarters is at Marine Corps Support Facility in 
Algiers. 

Return to Index 
 

26. House Votes To Keep Enlistment Age Cap 
(NAVY TIMES 18 MAY 12) ... Rick Maze 

A Georgia lawmaker’s effort to allow people of any age 
to enlist in the military, as long as they meet health and fitness 
standards, failed Friday on a 256-164 vote in the House. 

Rep. Paul Broun Jr., R-Ga., said he was fighting on behalf 
of an ultra-marathon runner rejected for service in the Army 
because he was a few months over the maximum age — and 
on behalf of fellow Georgian, Republican Rep. Phil Gingrey, 
who was told he is too old to volunteer to be a military doctor. 

The ultra-marathoner, whom Broun did not identify, was 
told by Army recruiters that while they wanted him to serve, 
he was a few months too old. Current law bars anyone older 
than 42 from enlisting without a waiver, but the services 
generally restrict enlistments to those 35 and younger. 

Broun, a 66-year-old Navy Reserve doctor, said the legal 
limit blocking enlistment for anyone over the age of 42 
“seems to be an arbitrary policy” in an era when many older 
people are in excellent physical condition. 

“There are people who want to serve and are physically 
fit,” he said. “There are some 20-year-olds who cannot run a 
mile.” 

The Defense Department opposed Broun’s amendment, 
and so did the Republican chairman and Democratic ranking 
member on the House Armed Services Committee’s military 
personnel panel. 

Military service is a “difficult and challenging 
profession,” said Rep. Susan Davis of California, the 
personnel panel’s top Democrat, who added that the services 
have not been enlisting people up to age 42 because they 
discovered the “risks outnumbered gains.” For example, there 
is a greater risk of injury, and recovery takes longer for older 
recruits, she said. 

Rep. Joe Wilson, R-S.C., the personnel panel chairman 
who spent 31 years in the National Guard, said waivers are 
available for exceptional circumstances but, in general, he 
“fully appreciates the need for age limitation.” 

Return to Index 
 

27. Senators Join Forces To Contain TRICARE Hikes 
(GOVERNMENT EXECUTIVE 18 MAY 12) ... Kellie Lunney 

Increases to certain health care insurance fees in the 
TRICARE program would be capped under a bipartisan bill 
introduced in the Senate on Friday. 

The 2012 Military Health Care Protection Act links hikes 
to enrollment fees, deductibles and drug co-payments for 
military retirees to their annuity. It requires that the percentage 
of increase in certain TRICARE fees in any given year does 
not exceed the percentage of increase in military retired pay. 
TRICARE, the military’s health insurance program, serves 9.3 
million beneficiaries, including 5.5 million military retirees. 

The legislation, introduced by Sens. Frank Lautenberg, D-
N.J., and Marco Rubio, R-Fla., comes on the same day the 
House passed a $643 billion Defense authorization bill that 
includes modest increases to some TRICARE drug co-pays. 
The Republican-led House rejected the Obama 
administration’s recommendations to raise premiums for 
military retirees based on their retirement pay, in addition to 
other fee hikes. The White House TRICARE proposals could 
find a warmer reception in the Democratic-led Senate, where 

the Armed Services Committee is slated to mark up its 2013 
Defense authorization bill next week. 

Lautenberg, however, has successfully fought efforts to 
raise TRICARE fees in previous years by offering 
amendments to the Defense authorization legislation. 

“A tough fiscal climate is no excuse to balance the budget 
on the backs of our nation’s military retirees and their 
families,” the New Jersey senator said in a statement. “Those 
Americans who serve in our military do so much to protect us 
-- the least we can do is protect them against excessive health 
care costs.” Lautenberg is an Army veteran. 

“This bill would give veterans on TRICARE greater 
assurances that their costs will not spiral out of control beyond 
their means to pay for them,” Rubio said in a statement. 
“Military retirees who rely on fixed incomes usually don’t 
have the ability to go out and find new jobs to pay for 
increased TRICARE costs. This effort will bring more 
predictability to help them budget for their health care needs.” 
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28. House Panel Approves Breast Cancer Study 
(NAVY TIMES 18 MAY 12) ... Rick Maze 

A study of breast cancer among male and female service 
members and veterans was approved Thursday night by the 
House Armed Services Committee. 

The legislation has its roots in a 2009 reunion of Iraq war 
veterans that was attended by a cancer survivor who was a 
member of a congressman’s staff. The staffer discovered that 
six of 70 women who had served in Iraq had breast cancer or 
lumps in their breasts. 

Rep. Leonard Boswell, D-Iowa, a Vietnam veteran whose 
staffer attended the reunion, said he doesn’t know if there is 
something about military service that increases the risk of 
breast cancer, but it is worth investigating, particularly 
considering the relatively young ages of the Iraq veterans who 
were at the reunion. 

By voice vote, the House approved a Boswell amendment 
to the 2013 defense authorization bill that would order a joint 
Defense Department and Veterans Affairs Department study 
to determine the number of service members and veterans who 
have been diagnosed with breast cancer and collect details that 
might point to a link to military service. 

The study would look at men and women, collecting 
information on whether cancer rates are higher for people who 
served in certain occupations or locations, or who were 
exposed to chemicals, environmental factors or even 
medications. 

If a link is found, Boswell intends to push for breast 
cancer to be added as a service-connected disability. 

His amendment includes $10 million — money trimmed 
from Navy weapons programs — to pay for the study. 
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FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
29. House Passes Defense Policy Bill Under Veto Threat 
(DEFENSE DAILY 18 MAY 12) ... Emelie Rutherford 

The House passed a Pentagon policy bill, via a 299-120 
vote, under a veto threat from the White House last Friday 
after making last-minute changes on everything from foreign 
arm sales to cybersecurity. 

The $554 billion defense authorization bill for fiscal year 
2013 rejects multiple Pentagon proposals, including those to 
cancel the Global Hawk Block 30 drone, allow a temporary 
shutdown in production of M1 Abrams tanks and Bradley 
Fighting Vehicles, and cut one of two previously planned 
Virginia -class submarines in 2014. The measure, crafted in 
large part by the House Armed Services Committee (HASC) 
two weeks ago, is largely aligned on such big weapons 
changes in the FY '13 defense appropriations bill the House 
Appropriations Committee passed last Thursday. 

The White House on May 15 said President Barack 
Obama could veto the House-passed authorization bill, 
charging it adds too much funding and too many program 
changes to the Pentagon's proposal. The $554 billion measure 
includes $8 billion more for the defense budget than is called 
for in the Budget Control Act of 2011 and roughly $4 billion 
more than is in Obama's Pentagon proposal. The Pentagon 
policy legislation also includes $88.5 billion in war funding, 
which is what Obama sought. 

The House adopted more than 100 amendments to the 
authorization legislation during debate that ran from last 
Wednesday to Friday. In the final stretch of deliberations it 
approved an amendment directing the Obama administration 
to sell Lockheed Martin' s F-16 to Taiwan. 

The F-16 measure, from Rep. Kay Granger (R-Texas), 
added language to the bill stating: "The president shall carry 
out the sale of no fewer than 66 F-16C/D multirole fighter 
aircraft to Taiwan." 

The White House appears to be moving closer to allowing 
the F-16 sale to the nation seeking to counter China's military. 
Robert Nabors, director of the White House's Office of 
Legislative Affairs, told Sen. John Cornyn (R-Texas) in an 

April 26 letter the United States supports helping Taiwan buy 
"U.S.-made fighter aircraft" in the near future. 

The House also approved two cybersecurity amendments 
on Friday. One from HASC member Rep. Mac Thornberry (R-
Texas) calls for the president to create a charter for an 
interagency body that would coordinate and de-conflict "full-
spectrum military cyber operations." Rep. Mike Rogers (R-
Mich.), chairman of the Permanent Select Committee on 
Intelligence, also crafted a successful amend to clarify that 
legislative language regarding military activities in cyberspace 
does not authorize covert action. 

The House passed industry-related amendments including 
one from Rep. John Tierney (D-Mass.) requiring a report on 
U.S. manufacturing and the defense industrial base' supply 
chain from the defense secretary. 

The House shot down amendments related to the bill's 
topline figure, including one from Rep. Barbara Lee (D-Calif.) 
to reduce the authorization bill by $8 billion to jibe with the 
Budget Control Act. 

During the first day of debate on amendments, last 
Thursday, the House approved a measure to transfer 
commercial satellites and components from the State 
Department's U.S. Munitions List to the Commerce 
Department's more-flexible Commerce Control List to make it 
easier for U.S. firms to sell some non-sensitive items to 
partner nations. Members also shot down proposals to slash 
funding for varied weapons efforts: the F-35 Joint Strike 
Fighter, V-22 Osprey, next-generation bomber, and homeland 
missile defense (Defense Daily, May 18). 

The Senate Armed Services Committee (SASC) is set to 
craft its version of the FY '13 defense authorization bill this 
week. It will do most of its subcommittee and full-committee 
markups behind closed doors, and its leaders are expected to 
brief reporters on the final bill on Thursday or Friday. That 
Senate legislation, which eventually will have to be reconciled 
with the House-passed bill, is set to have a smaller topline 
figure in line with Obama's proposal. 



 

25 
 

Return to Index 
 

30. How To Cut $600B Not On The Radar At Pentagon 
Planners fear showing sequestration is doable 
(WASHINGTON TIMES 20 MAY 12) ... Rowan Scarborough 

For Pentagon planners, automatic spending cuts slated to 
begin in January have become the $600 billion contingency 
they can’t plan for. 

Military planners are under strict orders not to devise 
scenarios for meeting the demands of “sequestration,” as the 
automatic, across-the-board spending reductions are called. 
Such paperwork, if leaked, would tell Congress there might be 
a way to deal with such drastic cuts. 

“The department is not currently planning for 
sequestration,” Air Force Lt. Col. Melinda Morgan, a 
Pentagon spokeswoman, told The Washington Times. The 
White House budget office “has not directed agencies, 
including [the Defense Department], to initiate any plans for 
sequestration.” 

Defense Secretary Leon E. Panetta, who has warned of a 
“hollow” force if the automatic cuts occur, has said there is no 
alternative long-range budget. The only spending plan being 
considered is his five-year budget that begins the Budget 
Control Act’s $487 billion in defense cuts over the next 10 
years. Sequestration would slash an additional $600 billion 
from the Pentagon budget. 

Defense sources say the lack of planning goes even 
further: The armed services have talked of the dire 
consequences of sequestration, which would require deeper 
troop cuts and missions left undone. But they are not creating 
studies that would spell out specific reductions in weapons or 
programs for fear it sends a signal that such downsizing is 
doable. 

Failing To Plan 
In April, for example, a group of outside analysts met 

with Army budget officials at the Pentagon to hear how the 
service will deal with known cuts. When analysts asked about 
the looming next stage, sequestration, the officials said they 
could not even begin to plan. 

“They said they had all been ordered not to. It would be a 
violation. It would be a crime,” one participant told The 
Times. 

An Army officer said, according to the participant: “I 
would be disobeying orders. I would be violating my orders 
and essentially committing a criminal act if I did any analytics 
on sequestration at this point.” 

There are rumors in the defense industry that the 
Pentagon has set up secret cells to write a sequestration budget 
- something military officials say is untrue. 

However, a source inside the Pentagon told The Times 
that senior leaders do meet to discuss unofficially what might 
have to go if sequestration happens. 

“Small, tight-lipped groups at senior levels are informally 
discussing these issues behind closed doors,” said this well-
placed source. “These discussions cannot be discussed 
formally or openly due to the political ramifications. Any 

leaks of what must be chopped or what must be protected 
would be derailed at this stage by D.C. politics. 

“The cuts will be so devastating that they are being 
prioritized by pure military need with little concern for 
political patrons and their pet projects.” 

Congress does not appear close to reaching a deal that 
would head off $1.2 trillion in automatic spending cuts, $600 
billion of which would strike the Pentagon over the next 10 
years, bringing total reductions to more than $1 trillion. 

For now, that prospect is the proverbial elephant in the 
room. 

“I can’t even find anyone who will tell me even privately 
that they are doing any analysis,” said Daniel Goure, an 
analyst at the Lexington Institute, a think tank focused on the 
defense industry. 

Why? “If you plan for it, then it becomes more real, or 
then you can find a way of actually making it work,” Mr. 
Goure said. “Any planning for it makes it real. And their 
choice is to treat it as if it’s unreal, at the highest levels. It’s 
not going to happen. Congress will comes to its senses.” 

‘Behind The Eight Ball’ 
He added: “A second reason is, OK, you start analyzing 

this, and you analyze it not in the worst way, but if I had my 
druthers here is how I would take the cuts. And that leaks out. 
Once that leaks out, you would have political firestorms all 
over the place.” 

Mackenzie Eaglen, a military analyst at the American 
Enterprise Institute think tank, said Mr. Panetta needs to face 
the prospect now and avoid the rush. 

“Politically, [Department of Defense] leaders are rightly 
reluctant to want to begin, because the very process makes 
sequestration more acceptable and ultimately more likely,” she 
said. “But procedurally, the Pentagon is behind the eight ball 
in planning for sequestration, a prospect that grows more 
possible by the day. DoD should be building an alternate 
budget now in order to properly build an more informed 
budget for fiscal year 2014.” 

Mr. Panetta, a former Democratic congressman from 
California, told reporters earlier this month that he cannot 
accept the current Republican 2013 budget that avoids 
sequestration. 

“I’m grateful to the House for recognizing the importance 
of stopping sequestration,” he said. “But by taking these funds 
from the poor, middle-class Americans, homeowners and 
other vulnerable parts of our American constituencies, the 
guaranteed results will be confrontation, gridlock and a greater 
likelihood of sequester… The key is to work together. Each 
side can stake out its political position. I understand that. But 
the fact is that nothing will happen without compromise from 
both sides.” 
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31. Tips From An Admiral On Riding The Navy's Newest Submarine, The Mississippi 
(PASCAGOULA (MS) PRESS 20 MAY 12) ... Harlan Kirgan 

PASCAGOULA, Mississippi -- As a training officer, 
there are probably few who can match Rear Admiral Rick 
Breckenridge, but he is my first source of information about 
life on the newest submarine, the Mississippi. 

After about an hourlong interview Thursday, 
Breckenridge said, "I'm going to you another tip. When you 
check aboard the doc is going to give you a little baggie that is 
going to have a little motion sickness pill in it." 

"Take the pill," Breckenridge advised. 
I, along with eight other news personnel, are to be guests 

on the Mississippi as it makes its way to Pascagoula on May 
25 for the June 2 commissioning ceremony. 

Breckenridge was on the coast Thursday giving 
interviews and touring the Port of Pascagoula and Ingalls 
Shipbuilding. 

"So, I understand you are getting ready to ride," 
Breckenridge said. "Let me talk to you a little about 
submarines." 

Breckenridge, commander of Submarine Group Two, is a 
1982 graduate of the U.S. Naval Academy. His current role is 
commanding a force of about 20 submarines. 

"It is sort of unfair for you for your first outing to be on a 
Virginia Class submarine and the most modern and newest 
one of the class, the Mighty Mississippi," he said. 

Fleet submarines since World War II have had some 
common characteristics such as periscopes and a control room 
at the top of the ship, he said. 

A Virginia Class submarine doesn't have periscopes and 
the control room has moved from the center top of the boat to 
a middle level, he said. 

The Mississippi and her sister ships are a "revolutionary 
step in undersea warfare," he said. 

Gone is the submariner peering through a periscope, he 
said. 

In the Mississippi there are cameras on the surface, he 
said. "When you want to look outside the ship it is flat-paneled 
screens, high definition, and an officer of the deck controls a 
joystick that rotates a camera," he said. 

Cameras include black and white, infrared and high-
definition color, he said. 

Another change with the Virginia Class is a fly-by-wire 
system operated by a pilot and co-pilot, he said. 

"The have flat panel touch screens and joystick controls 
and fold up laptop computers," Breckenridge said. 

"Super precision" computers can act like autopilots on an 
airplane, he said. 

"The ship maintains its own depth without human 
interface, which is again scary for an old-fashioned guy like 
me," he said. "There are times when we can go five minutes 
without seeing any digital depth change. In the past when I 
had indications like that it usually meant something was 
stuck." 

Other changes in the Virginia Class include acoustics that 
are monitored on screens and the ship's torpedo room, which 
can be modified, he said. 

Breckenridge said the Mississippi will have a very active 
role in the nation‚s defense for more than three decades. 

"This ship is going to be tough," he said. 
As the interview wound down, Breckenridge offered 

another tip. "You see a lot of pipes and electrical cable runs," 
he said. 

"The thing that is neat is how well and intricately 
designed the submarine is with all the equipment," he said. 

But for the final bit of advice, he said, "Don't press any 
buttons that say 'fire‚ or 'launch.'" 
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32. F-35 Problems On Their Way To Being Fixed 
(FLIGHT GLOBAL 18 MAY 12) ... Dave Majumdar 

WASHINGTON D.C. -- The F-35 Lightning II is making 
good progress through flight testing this year, a top Lockheed 
Martin official says. Most of the biggest challenges faced by 
the programme should be well on their way to being fixed by 
the later part of the year. 

One major issue that has recently popped up on the U.S. 
Navy's F-35C variant is that the aircraft's tail-hook has had to 
be redesigned. That is because the existing design has failed to 
catch an arresting cable during trials. Lockheed is working on 
a new improved hook design that should fix the problem. 

"We have modified the hook pointwith a lower center of 
gravity," says Steve O'Bryan, Lockheed's vice president for F-
35 programme integration and business development. 
Additionally, "we've redesigned the hold-down damper." 

The new design is scheduled for its preliminary design 
review in "the summer." That will be followed by a critical 
design review in the fourth quarter. 

After the new hook design undergoes shore-based 
qualification trails, the F-35C will undergo sea trials on a 
carrier in late 2013 or early 2014. 

Lockheed is also set to test fixes to the jet's troublesome 
helmet-mounted display (HMD) this summer, O'Bryan says. 

Lockheed has reached an agreement with the U.S. government 
on the HMD requirements, which will help the company to fix 
imagery lag on the helmet by tweaking the system's software, 
he says. 

The company is also adding micro inertial measurement 
units (IMU) to the helmet and pilot's seat to dampen out jittery 
images. "We're going to fly those micro-IMUs this summer," 
O'Bryan says. 

Lockheed hopes that the new ISIE-11 camera, which 
replaces the existing ISIE-10 cameras, will resolve jet's night 
vision acuity problems. The new system will undergo testing 
at MIT's Lincoln Labs later this summer. The system will now 
consist of two ISIE-11 cameras, one of which will be mounted 
in the helmet and another on the canopy bow, and imagery 
pumped in from the F-35's six distributed aperture system 
(DAS) infrared cameras. 

"We're optimistic, we've got a good plan," O'Bryan says. 
Meanwhile, the pilots have started to test the imagery 

from the distributed aperture system. Initial results look to be 
very promising, O'Bryan says. But there will need to be 
tweaks as flight tests reveal potential issues. 
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Other avionics tests are proceeding well. The F-35 has 
already started testing the Link-16 data-link and will soon start 
to test the variable message format link which is needed for 
the close air support mission. There are also ongoing tests with 
the radar, electronic warfare, and infrared targeting system, 
which are needed for the release of the Block 2A training 
software. 

On the flight sciences side, the U.S. Marine Corps short 
take-off vertical landing (STOVL) F-35B test programme is 
further along than that of the F-35C. The previously troubled 
B-model is now running 20% ahead of this year's planned test 
schedule, O'Bryan says. 

The F-35B has flown at altitudes over 49,000ft and has 
hits speeds of Mach 1.4. That's just shy of the F-35's required 
50, 000 ft ceiling and Mach 1.6 design speed limit, he says. 
The B-model has also flown at its maximum airspeed of 630 
knots and has achieved its maximum 7G limit. 

"It's about over 50% complete with its clean-wing full-
envelop test points," O'Byan says. 

The F-35C is also about 20% ahead of this year's flight 
test plan, O'Bryan says. Like the F-35B, the C-model has 
flown out to 630 knots, but the naval variant is required to hit 
700 knots. The C-model has also flown at 45, 000 ft and at 
speeds of Mach 1.4. It has also hit its maximum 7.5G limit. 

That means the USN version has completed about 40% of 
its clean configuration flight envelope test points, O'Bryan 
says. 

Out at Edwards AFB, California, F-35A will have 
completed 45% of the totality of its flight test points by the 
end of the year. By the fourth quarter, the F-35A should have 
competed its first full lifetime of durability testing, O'Bryan 
says. There have thus far been no new issues that have arisen 
as a result of the tests. 

'That, I'm happy to say, is going well," he says. 
The all versions of the jet have started flying with external 

stores. Later this year, the aircraft will enter into high angle of 
attack testing up to 50 angle of attack, O'Bryan says. The 
programme will also start wet runway tests, engine air starts, 
and weapons releases. 
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33. Navy’s New Network Will Cost Half The Previous Estimates 
(NEXTGOV 18 MAY 12) ... Bob Brewin 

The Navy slashed cost estimates for its Next-Generation 
Enterprise Network contract to between $4.5 billion and a 
“maximum value” of $5.398 billion over five years compared 
to its October 2011 projections of $10 billion, an official told 
reporters Friday. 

The service now expects the network, which will serve 
800,000 Navy and Marine personnel, to cost between $900 
million and $1.07 billion a year, according to Navy Capt. 
Shawn Hendricks, Naval Enterprise Networks program 
manager at the Space and Naval Warfare Systems Command, 
or SPAWAR. 

The lower cost puts NGEN in range with the roughly $1 
billion a year the Navy spent on its previous network contracts 
for the Navy Marine Corps Intranet run by HP Enterprise 
Services. A $3.4 billion NMCI continuity-of-services contract 
is set to expire in April 2014. HP and an industry team 
including Computer Sciences Corp., Cisco Systems Inc. and 
General Dynamics Information Technology have said they 
plan to bid on the NGEN contract, which the Navy plans to 
award in February 2013. 

SPAWAR has broken up the NGEN contract into 
enterprise services -- including myriad software systems -- and 
transport services, such as base and local area networks and 
Wi-Fi systems. The command could award separate contracts 
for each piece, or combine them into a single contract. 

Competition won’t end with the award of the NGEN 
contract, Hendricks said. The network will include 38 types of 
services, such as enterprise email, and the Navy will have the 
option to seek competition for those services outside NGEN to 
get a better deal, he said. 

The Defense Information Systems Agency has pitched its 
ability to host email for all the services, with the Army as its 
initial customer. Hendricks said he would consider using 
DISA to provide email for Navy users if it proves a cost-
effective approach. 

Unlike NMCI, a single network that served the Navy and 
Marines, NGEN has separate domains for the two services and 

Brig. Gen. Kevin Nally, the Marine chief information officer, 
stands adamantly opposed to substituting DISA email for 
NGEN email. 

Defense Systems reported Nally told a DISA conference 
earlier this month that senior Marine officers said they would 
“figuratively shoot him in the chest ‘if you make me go to 
@mail.mil.’ ” 

Hendricks portrayed NGEN as a flexible vehicle that can 
adapt to shifts in technology either through on-contract 
enhancements, or competition with the use of cloud computing 
services as a potential future option. This includes using 
commercial cloud services, if they meet Navy technical 
requirements. 

Asked if the continuous competition on NGEN served as 
a disincentive to bidders, Hendricks said the contract has built-
in incentives that allow the Navy to share cost savings from 
technical upgrades with NGEN contractors, a setup he viewed 
as additional profit for the contractor. 

SPAWAR spent 18 months developing the NGEN request 
for proposals released earlier this month, and Hendricks said 
he personally read 3,500 comments that industry and Navy 
and Marine users submitted. 

While many of those comments were administrative in 
nature, Hendricks said a vendor suggestion to increase the 
number of virtual desktops -- thin client computers consisting 
of a display screen, keyboard and mouse with data stored on a 
server -- had the potential to save money. 

As a result of this suggestion, Hendricks said the Navy 
increased the number of NGEN virtual desktops on the 
unclassified network to 119,000 from the7, 500 planned 
initially and from zero to 15,000 on the classified network. 

He emphasized price will drive selection of the NGEN 
contractor. The Navy is buying standard commercial 
hardware, software and services and has no intention of 
paying a premium, he said. The award will be made to the 
vendor with the “lowest priced, technically acceptable bid,” 
Hendricks noted. 
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34. General Dynamics Jobs Growth Bucks Defense Trend 
(BLOOMBERG GOVERNMENT 18 MAY 12) ... Brendan McGarry 

General Dynamics Corp. is the only company among the 
U.S. military's top five contractors with more jobs today than 
in 2001, driven by acquisitions and higher civilian aircraft 
sales. 

The BGOV Barometer shows the Falls Church, Virginia-
based defense supplier almost doubled its global workforce to 
95,100 in 2011 from 51,700 in 2001, while its competitors had 
employment declines as high as 25 percent in the same period. 

General Dynamics bucked the trend as growth in its 
Gulfstream corporate jet business helped offset waning 
demand for tanks and munitions following the end of the Iraq 
war and the planned withdrawal from Afghanistan in 2014. Its 
staff also expanded as it bought companies such as Vangent 
Holding Corp., an information technology provider. 

“There remains a great deal of uncertainty in defense,” 
Chief Executive Officer Jay Johnson told shareholders during 
a first-quarter earnings call on April 25. The company’s 
diverse portfolio, he said, will help the contractor cope with a 
“dynamic defense environment.” 

Northrop Grumman Corp., also based in Falls Church, 
had 72,500 employees in 2011, a 25 percent decrease since 
2001, the biggest among the five contractors. The largest year-
over-year drop came in 2010, as Northrop spun off its 
shipbuilding unit, now Huntington Ingalls Industries Inc. 

‘Demanding Times’ 
Raytheon Co., based in Waltham, Massachusetts, had 

71,000 employees in 2011, a 19 percent drop since 2001. 
Boeing Co., based in Chicago, had 171,700 employees, falling 
8.7 percent. Lockheed Martin Corp., the world’s largest 
defense contractor, had 123,000 employees, a 1.6 percent 
decline. 

Lockheed’s workforce “may well continue to decline,” 
Robert Stevens, the company’s chief executive officer, said 

during a press conference last year in Washington. “These are 
extraordinarily demanding times and we cannot fail to take 
action.” 

Shares of Bethesda, Maryland-based Lockheed have 
increased 2.4 percent to $82.83 this year. Raytheon has risen 
3.7 percent to $50.16, while Northrop Grumman is up less 
than 1 percent to $58.50. Boeing has dropped 4.9 percent to 
$69.73, and General Dynamics is down 4.1 percent to $63.72. 

The Standard & Poor’s 500 Index has risen 3.8 percent 
this year. 

General Dynamics has made more than 40 acquisitions in 
the past decade, from information technology companies such 
as Vangent and Veridian Corp. to combat-vehicle maker Force 
Protection Inc., company spokesman Rob Doolittle said. 

Defense Cuts 
Sales in the company’s aerospace segment, which 

includes Gulfstream jets, rose 13 percent to $6 billion fiscal 
2011 from the previous year. They accounted for 18 percent of 
the company’s $32.7 billion in revenue last year. 

General Dynamics isn’t immune to pending U.S. defense 
cuts, which may reach $1 trillion during the next decade as the 
government seeks to reduce the federal deficit. 

The company in February announced plans to dismiss 155 
workers at a plant in Ladson, South Carolina, that makes 
armored trucks. The facility was previously operated by Force 
Protection, which General Dynamics acquired last year. 

“I would expect some reductions in the labor force over 
the next several years,” Richard Whittington, an analyst with 
Philadelphia-based Drexel Hamilton LLC in Potomac Falls, 
Virginia, said in a telephone interview. “It’s going to be 
impossible for any of the major contractors, or even the 
subcontractors, to avoid fiscal austerity.” 
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35. Navy Recruits Players For Online Wargame To Tackle Energy Challenges 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 18 MAY 12) ... Chief of Naval Operations Energy and Environmental Readiness Division Public Affairs 

WASHINGTON -- The Navy's Energy and 
Environmental Readiness Division (OPNAV N45), together 
with the Office of Naval Research (ONR), invites civic and 
military collaboration in energyMMOWGLI (Massive 
Multiplayer Online Wargame Leveraging the Internet) May 
22-24. 

The game will build on efforts to improve the U.S. Navy's 
combat capability and energy security, particularly by 
promoting energy efficiency and diversifying its energy 
supply (use of alternative energy), which will ultimately 
reduce reliance on fossil fuels from overseas. 

Scheduled to run for three days, energyMMOWGLI will 
immerse players in a future energy scenario from the year 
2022 (view scenario at http://portal.mmowgli.nps.edu), and 
will ask them to generate ideas about how to reduce energy 
consumption, improve energy efficiency, and diversify its 
energy supply for the sake of future strategic readiness. 

The game will be "an examination of what our energy 
future looks like if we fail to act now," said Cmdr. James 
Goudreau, director of the Navy Energy Coordination Office. 

"Every day that petroleum prices increase, it erodes our ability 
to train for and execute operations that our nation demands of 
us. Little by little, that results in decreased combat capability, 
and that is something we simply cannot accept." 

Through use of the energyMMOWGLI, Goudreau says, 
"We hope to increase the awareness of energy security as a 
national security issue as well as stimulating discussion that 
will allow the Navy to achieve greater energy resiliency and 
combat readiness." 

Inviting broad-based participation - both civilian and 
military - is part of the strategy for a more secure energy 
footing in the context of a more uncertain energy future. 

"We're hoping for an extremely diverse set of players 
including talented thoughtful players from academia, industry, 
military, government, NGOs, and global citizens," said 
Goudreau. 

The game invites players to bring everything they know 
about energy from strategies they use at home to their 
workplace conversations, from their professional knowledge 
to their wildest imaginings. MMOWGLI is "an online game 
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platform designed to elicit collective intelligence from an 
engaged pool of world-wide players to solve real problems 
facing the Navy and Marine Corps," said Dr. Larry Schuette, 
director of innovation at ONR. The energyMMOWGLI game 
motto is: Play the game, change the game. 

Players can view the future scenario and pre-register now 
online at http://portal.mmowgli.nps.edu. The Naval 
Postgraduate School and Palo Alto, Calif.-based Institute for 
the Future are partnering with N45 and ONR on the 
energyMMOWGLI project. 
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36. NAS Whidbey Island's Air Reconnaissance Squadron Disestablishes 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 18 MAY 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Joan E. Jennings, Navy Public Affairs Support 
Element West, Det. Whidbey Island 

OAK HARBOR, Wash. -- Sailors, their families, and 
DoD personnel attended the Fleet Air Reconnaissance 
Squadron (VQ) 2 disestablishment ceremony in Hangar Bay 6 
at Naval Air Station Whidbey Island (NASWI), May 17. 

"It is bittersweet to say the least, but we are proud to say 
that we have been able to support the world greatest Navy ever 
assembled," said VQ-2 Commanding Officer Cmdr. Mark 
Stockfish. "We look forward to continued success operating 
with our Joint and coalition partners as we combine with VQ-
1." 

VQ-2 was established Sept. 1, 1955. VQ-2 "Rangers" 
final homeport change to NASWI was in September 2005. 
Other homeports included NAS Port Lyautey, Morocco and 
Naval Station Rota, Spain. 

"We are very proud to have called Oak Harbor and Naval 
Air Station Whidbey Island home for the last 7 years," 
Stockfish said. "The entire air station has shown terrific 
support for us and we are very grateful to each and every one 
of them." 

VQ-2 was one of two U.S. Navy Airborne Electronic 
Warfare Intelligence, Surveillance, and Reconnaissance 
squadrons that conducted worldwide high priority missions on 
a continuous basis. 

"This is my first sea tour," said Yeoman 1st Class (AW) 
Roxanne Martinez, with VQ-2. "I have wanted this squadron 
since I was a seaman. The command intrigues me in so many 
aspects from its mission to the way it's configured." 

VQ-2 flew in Operations Southern Watch, Northern 
Watch, Mountain Lion, Mountain Sweep, Joint Guardian, 
Joint Forge, Enduring Freedom, Dolphin Eagle, Inca Gold, 
Nomad Shadow, and Celestial Balance. They also saw an 
extensive overland combat action in Operation Iraqi Freedom 
and Enduring Freedom, according to their command history. 

"When we were represented the 2011 Battle E it was 
monumental to our squadrons personnel," Stockfish said. "The 
command was aware that our unit was to be disestablished, yet 
through hard work and dedication, they were able to forge 
ahead and perform spectacularly in multiple AOR's supporting 
Operation Odyssey Dawn, United Protector, and Enduring 
Freedom." 

The squadron has collected intelligence on areas and units 
of naval and national interest worldwide. 

"I think the disestablishing was a really great milestone," 
Martinez said. "We have made our mark in naval history and 
VQ-2 will live on." 

They also played an integral role in the War on Terrorism, 
combat action, crisis operations, and peacetime intelligence 
collection. 

"From our humble beginnings in the early 1950s as a VP-
26 detachment at the U. S. Naval Air Facility, Port Lyautey, 
Morocco, to the establishment of the command on 1 
September 1955, the Rangers have been at the forefront of 
action in support of combatant commanders and national 
intelligence collection programs," Stockfish said. 

According to VQ-2's mission statement is, "Our men and 
women are the eyes and ears of the Nation. We deliver critical 
electronic combat information to our forces: 

Any place, any time!" 
"I do not believe that there has been a conflict in the 6th 

Fleet AOR (area of operations) that the VQ-2 Rangers have 
not taken a key role in supporting," said Stockfish. "We have 
been, and will always, be a low profile unit that is a force 
multiplier that enables our country to succeed in times of 
war." 

According to the Naval Aviation Master Air Plan 11-2 
and the Navy's Program Objective memorandum (POM) 12 
Efficiency Initiatives called for the consolidation of VQ-1 and 
VQ-2 through the disestablishment of VQ-2 with the current 
number of operational aircrews and aircraft to support the 
mission tasking, and it allows for a reduction in "total 
ownership cost through the consolidation of personnel, 
administration, maintenance and training. 

"Although our squadron may be gone, you can be rest 
assured that the spirit of "Rangers lead the way and it will 
continue to be active within the U.S. Navy as we move 
forward into Unmanned Aerial Systems," Stockfish said. 

Retired Capt. D.C. East, former VQ-2 commanding 
officer from July 19, 1982 to July 1, 1983, served as guest 
speaker. 

The official disestablishment of the VQ-2 squadron is 
scheduled to take place in August 2012. 
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BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
37. War Of 1812 Bicentennial Sites, Events All Over U.S. 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 18 MAY 12) ... Beth J. Harpaz 

NEW YORK — Pity the War of 1812. Its bicentennial is 
at hand and events are planned for all over North America, 
from Canada and the Great Lakes to the Mid-Atlantic and the 

South. But good luck finding someone who can explain in 10 
words or less what the war was about. 
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Some historians see the war as a last gasp by England to 
control its former colonies, and it's sometimes called the 
Second War of Independence. At the time, Americans viewed 
the war "as an opportunity for us to throw off Britain once and 
for all," said Troy Bickham, author of a new book out in June 
called "The Weight of Vengeance: The United States, the 
British Empire and the War of 1812." 

But in Canada, the War of 1812 is seen as an attempted 
land grab by the U.S. The U.S. invaded Canada and at one 
point controlled Toronto, but the British, seeking control of 
the Great Lakes, won Detroit and other important ports. 

The War of 1812 was also complicated by what Bickham 
calls "parallel wars." The British were fighting the Napoleonic 
Wars in Europe at the time, while the U.S. battled Native 
Americans allied with Britain for control of frontier territories 
from Michigan to Alabama. 

Amid the muddle, a few important episodes stand out, 
from decisive battles to the burning of the White House. Some 
events are being commemorated with programs, exhibits and 
military re-enactments, from now through the bicentennial of 
the Battle of New Orleans, in 2015. Other key moments from 
the war involve important artifacts or historic sites that can be 
seen any time. Here are some details. 

The Flag 
The War of 1812 inspired Francis Scott Key to write "The 

Star-Spangled Banner" after soldiers at Fort McHenry in 
Baltimore raised an American flag to mark a victory over the 
British on Sept. 14, 1814. The fort is now a National Park site, 
http://www.nps.gov/fomc/index.htm. The original manuscript 
for the song will be part of a War of 1812 exhibit at the 
Maryland Historical Society, 201 W. Monument St., in 
Baltimore, opening June 10. 

Also in Baltimore, a June 13-19 "Star-Spangled 
Sailabration" will include a parade of 40 tall ships and naval 
vessels, an airshow featuring the Blue Angels and other 
festivities, http://www.starspangled200.com/. The flotilla is 
one of several organized by Operation Sail, Inc., which has 
partnered with the U.S. Navy to mark the War of 1812 
bicentennial, with additional tall ship events scheduled for 
May 23-30 in New York City, June 1-12 in Norfolk, Va., June 
30-July 5 in Boston and July 6-8 in New London, Conn. The 
OpSail and Navy commemorations started in New Orleans in 
April. 

In Washington, D.C., you can see the flag that inspired 
the national anthem, tattered with age and on display in a 
darkened room to help preserve it, at the Smithsonian's 
National Museum of American History, 
http://americanhistory.si.edu/starspangledbanner/. At the 
Smithsonian's National Portrait Gallery, paintings of key 
figures from the war will be part of a show called "1812: A 
Nation Emerges," opening June 15. 

The White House 
When the British burned down the White House on Aug. 

24, 1814, First Lady Dolley Madison famously refused to 
leave until the portrait of George Washington was saved. The 
painting, by Gilbert Stuart, hangs in the White House today, 
and there seem to be no lingering hard feelings against 
England. As President Obama joked during a recent visit by 
British Prime Minister David Cameron: "It's now been 200 
years since the British came here to the White House under 
somewhat different circumstances. They made quite an 
impression. They really lit the place up! But we moved on." 

Uss Constitution 
Britain had 600 ships while the U.S. had just 17, 

including the USS Constitution, also known as Old Ironsides, 
which Bickham says was the most important ship in our fleet. 
You can visit the ship in Charleston, Mass., just outside of 
Boston, 
http://www.history.navy.mil/ussconstitution/history.html. 

Alabama 
One of the biggest U.S. victories of the war took place in 

Horseshoe Bend, now a National Park site in Alabama, about 
100 miles southwest of Atlanta, 
http://www.nps.gov/hobe/index.htm. Here Andrew Jackson 
led the slaughter of the Creek Red Sticks tribe, ending a 
longstanding conflict with the natives and securing 23 million 
acres of territory for the U.S. 

New Orleans 
Jackson also led the final American victory of the war at 

the Battle of New Orleans, which took place on the Chalmette 
Battlefield, now part of the Jean Lafitte National Historical 
Park and Preserve, http://www.nps.gov/jela/chalmette-
battlefield.htm. Jackson's triumphs in Alabama and New 
Orleans made him a national hero and he was eventually 
elected U.S. president. 

Great Lakes 
Many of the war's important battles were fought as Britain 

sought control of Great Lakes territories and states including 
parts of Michigan, Indiana, Illinois, Ohio, New York and 
Pennsylvania. 

Fort Dearborn, located where Chicago is now, was 
destroyed during the war. Fort Mackinac on Michigan's 
Mackinac Island in Lake Huron, which was captured by the 
British early in the war, is still standing and is hosting a 
variety of programs for the bicentennial, 
http://www.mackinacparks.com/ 

The Americans retook Michigan after the Battle of Lake 
Erie in 1813 off the coast of Ohio, and a re-enactment is 
planned on the water next year. The reconstructed flagship 
Niagara, which was commanded by Commodore Oliver 
Hazard Perry during the battle, is based in Erie, Pa., though it 
sails to other ports during the summer; a schedule can be 
found at http://www.flagshipniagara.org/. Northwest 
Pennsylvania also just launched the Perry 200 
Commemoration with flag-raisings at 150 sites in the region; 
30 events are planned over the next 18 months, 
http://www.perry200.com. 

Ohio is home to a 352-foot monument, Perry's Victory 
and International Peace Memorial, which towers over Lake 
Erie on South Bass Island in Put-in-Bay, 
http://www.nps.gov/pevi/. Events there include education 
programs, May 22-24, a "Re-Declaration of War," June 18, 
and a birthday party for Perry, Aug. 18-19. Fort Meigs, in 
nearby Perrysburg, Ohio, is a War of 1812 battlefield with a 
reconstructed fort; it marks the 199th anniversary of a siege 
from the war May 26-27. 

On Lake Ontario in New York, important locations 
connected to the War of 1812 include Sackets Harbor, N.Y., 
where a major U.S. naval base fended off a British attack in 
1813, http://www.sacketsharborbattlefield.org/, and Old Fort 
Niagara, which was a base for the U.S. invasion of Canada but 
was captured by the British in 1813. A ceremony marking the 
bicentennial of the declaration of war is scheduled for Fort 
Niagara June 16, http://oldfortniagara.org/events/. 
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Lake Champlain 
The British also sought to control Lake Champlain, but 

they were thwarted by an unexpected American victory in 
Plattsburgh, N.Y., in September 1814. The town is scheduling 
re-enactments, lectures and other events starting later this 
year, http://www.champlain1812.com. 

For More Information 

The website http://www.visit1812.com lists many events 
and historic sites connected to the War of 1812. Canada is also 
hosting major commemorations of the bicentennial, including 
a War of 1812 Heritage Trail, http://www.discover1812.com, 
and ongoing living history programs at Fort Malden, in 
Amherstburg, Ontario, 20 miles from Detroit, 
http://www.pc.gc.ca/lhn-nhs/on/malden/index.aspx. 
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38. Navy Ships Leaving For Fleet Week In New York 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 21 MAY 12) ... Cindy Clayton 

NORFOLK -- Several local Navy ships are scheduled to 
leave today for Fleet Week in New York. 

The multipurpose assault ship Wasp; Ticonderoga-class 
cruiser San Jacinto; and Arleigh Burke-class guided-missile 
destroyers Mitscher, Gonzalez and Donald Cook are 
participating in the 25th annual event, according to a Navy 
News release. 

Twenty-one U.S. and coalition ships are participating in 
the event that will commemorate the Bicentennial of the War 
of 1812, the release says. It will be kicked off by a Parade of 
Ships on Wednesday. 

OpSail 2012 and the Bicentennial of the Star-Spangled 
Banner also are part of this year’s celebration. 
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39. Air Show At Andrews Becomes Biennial Event 
(WASHINGTON POST 19 MAY 12) ... Hamil R. Harris 

Timothy A. Chopp flies a C-54 transport plane to air 
shows around the world. But for Chopp, there was always 
something special about landing the vintage aircraft at the air 
show held each year near Camp Springs. 

"It was something that we all look forward to," said 
Chopp, president of the Berlin Airlift Historical Foundation. 
"This is the president’s military base. This is where Air Force 
One is kept." 

Chopp’s co-pilot, Thomas J. Munley, added: "It has been 
a tradition for years. Suppose we have the Super Bowl every 
other year?" 

Chopp and Munley were among several pilots and 
military commanders, current and retired, who expressed 
sadness Friday at the decision to hold the Joint Service Open 
House and Air Show every other year instead of annually. 

The Defense Department has proposed cutting its budget 
as part of the attempt to chip away at the federal deficit. A 
portion of those cuts involves scaling back on air shows, 
military officials said. 

"I know its tough to do this, but it has been important to 
the military’s image to do this every year," Chopp said. 

The Joint Service Open House and Air Show has been 
held yearly in the area since the 1950s. Last year, more than 
190,000 people went to Joint Base Andrews to watch aerial 
maneuvers and see vintage airplanes over a three-day period. 

This year’s show kicked off Friday with a preview for 
military members and their families along with some school 
groups. The show will be open to the public Saturday and 
Sunday. Those attending can see featured performances by the 

Navy’s Blue Angels and the Army’s Golden Knights 
parachute team and get up close to historic and cutting-edge 
aircraft. 

Air Force Capt. Christian Hodge, chief of public affairs at 
Andrews, said a lot of bases across the Defense Department 
made the decision to go to a biennial schedule. "We love 
putting the show on, but there are significant costs involved," 
Hodge said. 

It costs about $2.1 million to put on the show each year, 
Hodge said. 

Eric Sharman, civilian spokesman for the Air Force at 
Andrews, said they were looking at cost savings wherever 
possible. "We have opted to go to an every-other-year show 
format to still maintain our community outreach program that 
the air show does and save tax dollars at the same time." 

For military members at the show Friday, the decision 
wasn’t sitting well. As retired Navy Warrant Officer Mike 
Devona watched the Blue Angels taxi toward the runway, he 
said the show brought a "sense of pride" and needed to be held 
every year. 

Cyreita Ayeni, an Army veteran, was at the base with her 
9-year-old son, Alex, who was dressed in a flight suit, and a 
friend. Ayeni, who was there as a member of the Wounded 
Warrior Project, said she "looked forward to coming to the 
show — every year." 

As Marine Lt. Col. Roger Galbraith watched an F-22 
Raptor that appeared to be floating in the sky, he said, "It’s 
just great to show the public what we do." 
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40. Air Show Just As Thrilling For Crew 
Weightlessness 'pretty awesome' 
(WASHINGTON TIMES 21 MAY 12) ... Meredith Somers 

Mark Hatfield’s job is far from typical. Sure, he’s got 
coworkers, a uniform, and even an office with a view. But 
unlike other jobs that promise higher-level opportunities, the 
30-year-old Annandale native’s career puts him near the 
ceiling of an airplane cabin during a zero-gravity maneuver. 

“It’s pretty awesome,” he said with a grin. 
The Virginia man is a petty officer second class with the 

U.S. Navy, and part of the flight control, radar and navigation 
team aboard Fat Albert Airlines, the official carrier of the Blue 
Angels — or at least the crew and equipment. 
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On Sunday, he was one of a dozen crew members and 
riders aboard “Fat Ernie,” a C-130 transport plane swerving, 
dipping, and climbing through the air above the Joint Base 
Andrews Naval Air Facility for the base’s open house. 

The Joint Service Open House & Air Show started in the 
1950s and is an open invitation to the public and visiting 
military to come for a closeup view of aviation history and to 
watch skilled pilots push their planes and jets to their limits. 

“I used to come to the show every year when I was 
younger. My mom and grandma are here today,” Petty Officer 
Hatfield said. 

Capt. Benjamin Blanton, the aircraft commander for the 
Blue Angels’ C-130, said the team often appears at shows 
every other year and the separation can make the heart grow 
fonder. 

The Blue Angels are normally heard before they’re seen. 
The six, blue and yellow F/A-18 Hornets scream through the 
air in formation or rocket past one another during 
demonstrations of the high-powered jets. 

“Andrews is awesome, it’s a very impressive area of the 
country,” Capt. Blanton said. 

Beautiful weather this weekend brought out capacity 
crowds eager to get up close and personal with aviation 
history. 

Families towing strollers maneuvered around the 
propellers of vintage war planes, and massive helicopters sat 
poised on the tarmac like metal spiders. 

In the air, death-defying pilots performed flips, spins, 
corkscrews and free falls to the delight of the gawking 
audience below. 

As her 6-year-old son, Michael, and 5-year-old daughter, 
Katie, eagerly took in the Blue Angels’ performance, 
Baltimore resident Becky Kirvin said she and her husband and 
children had been coming almost every year since 2002. 

“All three of them love airplanes, all kinds, commercial 
and military,” Mrs. Kirvin said. “It’s a great time and a nice 
way to show our support for the military.” This is the first year 
of Petty Officer Hatfield’s three-year tour with the famous 
Blue Angels, but already it is bittersweet. 

Officials with the air show announced that the annual 
event that brings tens of thousands of flight fans to the 
Maryland base is scheduled to become a biennial event to cut 
costs. 

“The next time I’ll be back will be my last year,” Petty 
Officer Hatfield said. 

The show spans three days and costs a little more than $2 
million to put on, said Eric Sharman, who is a spokesman at 
Joint Base Andrews. 

“It’s a balance,” Mr. Sharman said of the decision. “We 
need to do community outreach but also be good stewards 
with tax dollars.” 

Most air bases do a biennial show, Mr. Sharman said, but 
Andrews has the distinction of being the location for the 
“Secretary of Defense’s open house.” 

Ms. Kirvin said her family just found out Sunday that the 
show wouldn’t be back until 2014. 

“We’re a little disappointed,” she said, but when asked 
whether the longer wait would deter the annual family 
tradition, she shook her head. “We will come back. 
Absolutely.” 
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41. State Of The Station: Navy Belongs In Everett 
Everett plays key role in Navy’s global strategy 
(EVERETT (WA) HERALD 18 MAY 12) ... Kurt Batdorf 

TULALIP — Naval Station Everett has a secure future 
due in no small part to the support of the surrounding 
communities, the base’s executive officer told the Greater 
Marysville Tulalip Chamber of Commerce Friday. 

Cmdr. Dan Limberg, delivering the annual State of the 
Station address on behalf of base commander Capt. Michael 
Coury, gave an overview of how Everett fits into the U.S. 
Navy’s strategy to respond to global threats and challenges. 

“Our defense will only be as strong as our maritime 
strength,” Limberg said. 

Everett is one of six Navy bases on the West Coast and 
Japan that host an aircraft carrier battle group, he said. Those 
ships patrol the Asia-Pacific region, with commitments taking 
them as far as the Strait of Hormuz through which 20 percent 
of the world’s crude oil is shipped to world markets from the 
Persian Gulf. 

The Navy has found itself busy in the region deterring 
Somali high-sea pirates and Iranian government sabre-rattling, 
Limberg said. 

The narrow Strait of Malacca in the South China Sea is 
another spot where the Navy wants its calming influence felt, 
the commander said. Asia is now the world’s top importer of 
weapons and China’s naval clout is growing. 

The USS Abraham Lincoln left Naval Station Everett on a 
six-month global deployment that will take the carrier through 

the Pacific and Indian oceans before it lands at Norfolk, Va., 
for an overhaul and refueling of its nuclear reactors that will 
take 40 months. The USS Nimitz has taken the Lincoln’s place 
on the Everett waterfront and its Sailors and their families 
have been very well received, Limberg said. 

Everett’s smaller ships have been busy, too, the 
commander said. 

The USS Ingraham returned to Everett after deployment 
to cooperating Latin America and Caribbean countries to 
combat trafficking in narcotics and other contraband, he said. 

The USS Ford had a six-month deployment with 
numerous port calls throughout the western Pacific Ocean. It’s 
also the first Navy ship to successfully use a 50-50 blend of 
algae-derived biofuel on a transit from Everett to San Diego, 
Limberg said. It’s part of the Navy’s growing commitment to 
develop alternative energy sources. 

Naval Station Everett, Snohomish County’s second-
largest employer, is also meeting the challenge of the 
Secretary of the Navy’s Zero Waste initiative, he said. Ten 
base buildings have Energy Star ratings or LEED certification 
for Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design. 

Meanwhile, the Navy is studying a proposal by U.S. Rep. 
Rick Larsen, D-Wash., to replace Everett’s frigates with larger 
battleships. Limberg said Naval Station Everett can support 
the bigger ships with little change to its current operations. 
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42. Second Explosives Handling Wharf Gets Final Approval 
(KITSAP (WA) SUN 18 MAY 12) 

BANGOR — The Navy issued a Record of Decision 
Friday for a second explosives handling wharf at Naval Base 
Kitsap-Bangor. It's the final step in the environmental process 
before construction of the $715 million facility can begin. 

A public notice states the Navy weighed the purpose and 
need of the facility, environmental consequences and public 
comments, and selected its preferred alternative — a 
combined-trestle, large-pile wharf. It says it will fully support 
future requirements of Trident submarines homeported at the 
base and the Trident II (D5) strategic weapons system. 

A $331 million contract was awarded on May 10 to a 
Virginia joint venture for the over-water work, including a 
covered slip, a warping wharf and trestled roads. Not part of 
that contract but included in the project is the hardening of 
about 15 structures and demolishing five to comply with 
requirements to protect buildings near explosives handling 
operations, three new buildings and environmental mitigation. 

The Navy says the second wharf is needed because the 
existing one is undergoing a pile-replacement program and 
requires a lot of maintenance that limits its ability to support 
the base's eight Trident ballistic-missile submarines. 
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43. Naval Hospital Jacksonville Receives Gold Award 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 18 MAY 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Salt Cebe, Navy Public Affairs Support Element 
Detachment Southeast 

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. -- Naval Hospital (NH) 
Jacksonville was awarded the First Coast Healthiest 
Companies Gold Award at an award ceremony held at the 
University of North Florida, May 16. 

This was the second strait year that NH Jacksonville 
received this prestigious award from the First Coast Worksite 
Council of Jacksonville, Fla. 

"The fact that the NH has won this award for the second 
straight year reflects on the commands commitment to helping 
Sailors. As well as their families and meeting the 
commitments of the 21st century Navy," said director of 
Public Health NH Jacksonville Capt. Joseph McQuade. 

The First Coast Worksite Council awards businesses that 
go above and beyond in order to take care of their employees 
and their families. 

"The First Coast Worksite Wellness Council's mission is 
to provide evidence-based recourses for businesses in order to 
help their employees and their families stay healthy," said the 
Executive Director of First Coast Work Site Council Dr. 
Dorrett Nysewander. "When you look at all of the departments 

within the hospital it's great to see how they integrate and 
interact with one another in order to keep military personnel 
healthy." 

NH Jacksonville's priority since it's founding in 1941, is 
to heal the nation's heroes and their families. The command is 
comprised of the hospital, located aboard Naval Air Station 
Jacksonville, and six branch health clinics in Florida and 
Georgia. 

Of its patient population - 215,000 active and retired 
Sailors, soldiers, Marines, Airmen, National Guard members 
and their families - more than 57,000 are enrolled with a 
primary care manager at one of its facilities. Each and every 
day, a team of 2,500 military and civilian personnel sees 1,500 
outpatients, admits 12 inpatients, cares for 125 people in the 
ER, performs 19 same-day surgeries, fills 3,600 prescriptions, 
conducts 3,000 lab tests and delivers two to three babies. 
Additionally, up to 15 percent of its active duty staff is 
deployed around the globe providing combat, humanitarian 
and disaster care. 
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44. New Web-Based Housing Early Application Tool 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 18 MAY 12) ... Commander, Navy Installations Command Public Affairs 

WASHINGTON -- Commander, Navy Installations 
Command (CNIC) announced the phased Navy-wide release 
of the Housing Early Application Tool (HEAT) beginning in 
May. 

This web-based tool will allow Sailors and their families 
to apply for housing online from any computer. 

"HEAT makes the Navy house hunting process smoother 
and less stressful for our Sailors and their families. By 
providing the early housing application online, Sailors and 
their spouses can use HEAT to review housing and 
community information, and make an informed decision on a 
home before receiving their permanent change of station 
(PCS) orders," said Vice Adm. William French, commander, 
Navy Installations Command. 

HEAT utilizes authoritative systems to reduce the amount 
of personal information and to steam line the online process. 
HEAT can be securely accessed from any computer with an 
internet connection. Service members or their spouses can use 

HEAT prior to receiving permanent change of station (PCS) 
orders to request information about community housing or 
check on their eligibility for military and privatized housing. 
They may also submit HEAT requests to multiple Installations 
if they are not sure where they may be stationed next. 

"Our goal with HEAT is to reach out to Sailors early in 
the PCS process to reduce stress and provide proactive support 
when moving from one duty station to another," said Corky 
Vazquez, CNIC housing program manager. "With HEAT, 
Sailors and their families are able to make contact with our 
Navy Housing Service Centers and Privatization Partners to 
discuss their housing needs and learn about their housing 
options at any time. HEAT makes it easy to connect with our 
housing professionals and make informed decisions before 
even having orders." 

HEAT will be deployed Navy-wide by Navy Region 
according to the following schedule: 



 

34 
 

 Naval District Washington, Navy Region Mid-
Atlantic and Navy Region Midwest began May 1, 

 Navy Region Southwest began May 8, 

 Navy Region Southeast began May 15, 

 Navy Region Europe, Africa, Asia beginning May 
22, 

 Navy Region Hawaii beginning May 29, 

 Navy Region Japan, Navy Region Korea and 
Singapore Area Coordinator beginning June 8, 

 Joint Region Marianas beginning June 15. 

HEAT will be implemented by region and will be Navy-
wide by June 30. 

To access HEAT and for more information about when 
your base will have HEAT, visit 
http://www.cnic.navy.mil/HEAT. 
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45. Planners Want To Make Bases More ‘Walkable’ 
(NAVY TIMES 19 MAY 2012) ... Sean Reilly 

At military installations, suburban-style sprawl is out and 
walkable communities are in, under new Defense Department 
planning guidelines released Thursday. 

The guidelines call for “compact development” that 
incorporates mass transit and a mix of residential housing 
close to shops and other businesses. Energy conservation is a 
key goal; trees and other greenery should be considered as 
well. 

It’s “about doing things more efficiently so we can 
preserve land for future missions,” said Dorothy Robyn, 
deputy undersecretary of Defense for installations and 
environment. “We think it will improve quality of life, but for 
us it’s also about doing our jobs better.” 

She spoke at a forum sponsored by the National Capital 
Planning Commission and George Mason University. 

The stakes are large. The Defense Department has more 
than 300,000 buildings encompassing 2.2 billion square feet. 
That physical footprint is about three times the size of Wal-
Mart Stores Inc. 

But if the Pentagon excels at natural land management — 
its enormous holdings provide habitat to many at-risk species 
— it hasn’t done so well in shaping the installations where 
hundreds of thousands of service members and their families 
live. 

“We have not had a good master planning process,” 
Robyn said. Many bases are “very sprawling, very auto-

centric,” she said. “You have to have to have a car to get 
around.” 

Joint Base Lewis-McChord, Wash., for example, has 
70,000 parking spaces, even though its daily population never 
exceeds 40,000, she said. The military has exported that model 
overseas. At Aviano Air Base, Italy, it can take up to an hour 
to drive to the commissary from family housing areas, said 
Mark Gillem, a consultant and associate professor of 
architecture at the University of Oregon. 

In development for 18 months, the guidance applies to all 
installation master planning and represents the first thorough 
rewrite of DoD’s policy in a quarter-century. 

The Defense Department, like other federal agencies, is 
already under orders from the White House to curb energy use 
throughout its operations and emphasize sustainable 
development. The new guidelines build on those requirements, 
but portray other benefits as well. 

Transit-oriented development, for example, reduces 
traffic congestion and lowers the accident rate, the document 
states. It also promotes healthy communities by encouraging 
more walking and bicycling. 

The military has already been trying out some of the new 
approaches at installations as diverse as Lewis-McChord and 
Fort Hood, Texas, Gillem said. 

“Those [Hood] folks are very interested 
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46. CNRSE Petty Officers Association Helps Feed The Homeless 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 18 MAY 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Greg Johnson, Region Southeast Public Affairs 

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. -- Sailors assigned to 
Commander, Navy Region Southeast (CNRSE) served hot 
meals to more than 400 homeless people during a volunteer 
service event at the Jacksonville City Rescue Mission May 17. 

The volunteer effort was organized by the CNRSE Petty 
Officers Association (POA) and Hands on Jacksonville, Inc., a 
non-profit organization that facilitates a wide range of 
volunteer opportunities within the local community. 

Operations Specialist 2nd Class (SW) Brandon Doctor, 
CNRSE POA president, said the event was part of a larger 
effort within the POA to become more involved with the 
Jacksonville community. 

"As an organization, we have the resources to get out and 
have a positive impact, whether it's serving meals at a 
homeless shelter, visiting a local school, or some other activity 
within the community," he said. "Everyone who gave up their 
evening to come out here and participate should take a lot of 

pride in the fact that they did a great thing for some people 
who are in need, and they should also take pride in the fact 
that they were out here representing the Navy in a positive 
way in the community." 

Hands on Jacksonville, Inc., has worked with the local 
rescue mission where the Sailors volunteered for more than 
three years. Their Hot Meals for the Homeless program feeds 
more than 2,000 people every week and is just one of more 
than 30 volunteer opportunities offered weekly through the 
organization. According to Kurt McAteer, the program's 
coordinator, organizational efforts like those of the CNRSE 
POA are crucial to the success of these programs. 

"We really appreciate these Sailors coming out and giving 
up their time," he said. "The more we continue to get groups 
like this to get out and volunteer, the more it really does help. 
For all of these guys to come out tonight really does make a 
difference." 
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While the event lasted well into the evening and long past 
normal working hours, those who participated felt their time 
was well spent, said Operations Specialist 2nd Class (SW) 
Victor Sellers, who volunteered for the event. 

"To come out here and have a positive impact, and to 
know that you are making a difference for some of the less 
fortunate members of the community, is worth more than an 
evening to most of us," he said. "At the end of the day we all 
get to go home and sleep in our beds, but these guys we're 
serving tonight don't have that luxury. This is the least we 
could do." 

Throughout the evening, many of the homeless in 
attendance expressed their appreciation for the Sailors' efforts. 

For one homeless veteran, who requested not to be named, the 
experience was a personal one. 

"It's good to see such good men and women are still 
serving because I can tell you that I served with a lot of them 
in my day," he said. "It's great to see these guys out here in 
uniform showing that they care." 

The rescue mission the Sailors helped serves as a 
temporary home and rehabilitation center for more than 50 
individuals who are without a home. Many of those residents 
are recovering from alcohol and drug addiction, or are victims 
of domestic, sexual, or mental abuse. 
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47. Miss Hawaii Visits Namesake Submarine 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 17 MAY 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Ronald Gutridge, COMSUBPAC Public Affairs 

PEARL HARBOR, Hawaii -- The reigning Miss Hawaii 
visited Virginia-class fast attack submarine USS Hawaii (SSN 
776) to show her support of her title namesake submarine, 
May 16, at the submarine piers aboard Joint Base Pearl 
Harbor-Hickam. 

During the tour Nicole Kealohilani Cheape had the 
opportunity to learn about daily submarine operations, dined 
with the crew on the mess decks, took photos with the crew 
and signed autographs. 

"It is an extreme honor to visit our namesake submarine, 
and I am very grateful for what the Sailors do to protect our 
nation on a daily basis," said Cheape. "I have never been on a 
submarine before. I did not realize the amount of skill it takes 

to operate one and the amount of knowledge and pride of all 
the crew. It is truly an experience of a lifetime." 

The crew of Hawaii was excited about having Cheape 
visiting their submarine. 

"I think is great to have Miss Hawaii to take time out of 
her schedule and tour the submarine that she represents," said 
Machinist Mate 2nd Class (SS/DV) Kevin Dillon. "It was a 
real privilege meeting her and showing her what we do. I am 
glad she had a good time, and I hope she considers visiting us 
again." 

Cheape, a native of Mililani and a graduate of the 
University of Hawaii at Manoa with a B.A. in film production, 
is the 63rd Miss Hawaii and will hold the title until the next 
competition that will be held in June. 
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NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
48. President Issues Armed Forces Day Proclamation 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 18 MAY 12) ... Army Sgt. 1st Class Tyrone C. Marshall Jr. 

WASHINGTON – In a proclamation issued today 
declaring May 19 Armed Forces Day, President Barack 
Obama urged all Americans to recognize and honor U.S. 
military members for their “unparalleled service” in defense of 
the nation. 

“With every assignment and in every theater, America's 
men and women in uniform perform their duties with the 
utmost dignity, honor, and professionalism,” Obama said in 
his proclamation. “Through their dauntless courage and 
dedication, they live up to our nation's highest ideals in even 
the most perilous circumstances.” 

On Armed Forces Day, he continued, Americans “pay 
tribute to the unparalleled service of our armed forces and 
recall the extraordinary feats they accomplish in defense of 
our nation.” 

America’s service members, Obama said, “set 
extraordinary examples of character for those whose freedom 
they protect. Together, they comprise the greatest force for 
freedom and security the world has ever known.” 

From boot camp to the thick of battle, U.S. service 
members “look to those with which they stand, shoulder-to-
shoulder, knowing they rise and fall as one team. United in 
their love of country, they teach us the true meaning of words 

like duty, honor, and strength,” The president said in his 
proclamation. 

Besides being leaders and troops, patriots and heroes, 
U.S. service members “are also parents, spouses, partners, 
sons, and daughters,” Obama said. 

“Their families are just as vital to their success as their 
brothers and sisters in arms, and our debt of gratitude extends 
to them as well,” he added. “As we celebrate the Soldiers, 
Sailors, Airmen, Marines, and Coast Guardsmen who make 
our way of life possible, we also pay our deepest respect to 
their families, our missing, our wounded, and our fallen. 

“Inspired by their service and humbled by their sacrifice,” 
Obama said, “let us recommit to providing all those who have 
served our nation the support they deserve.” 

Panetta Praises Troops on Armed Forces Day 
Defense Secretary Leon E. Panetta today thanked troops 

and their families for their service in an Armed Forces Day 
message, in which he also noted the importance of the 
upcoming NATO Summit in Chicago. 

“Let me take this opportunity to wish all our troops and 
their families the very best on this Armed Forces Day,” 
Panetta said in the message. “I hope you know that all 
Americans join me in gratitude for everything you do to keep 
us safe. 
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Panetta said the efforts of troops are noted and 
appreciated. 

“Wherever and however you serve, you are an inspiration 
to me and to millions of your fellow Americans,” he said. 

President Harry S. Truman led the effort to establish a 
single holiday for citizens to come together and thank our 
military members for their service in support of the nation. On 
Aug. 31, 1949, Defense Secretary Louis Johnson announced 
the creation of an Armed Forces Day to replace separate 
Army, Navy, Marine Corps and Air Force days. The single 
day celebration stemmed from the unification of the armed 
forces under the Department of Defense. 

The secretary said former President Truman was “right to 
recognize this day,” and Panetta quoted the former president, 
saying “'it's not enough to yearn for peace. We must work, and 
if necessary, fight for it.'” 

The service and sacrifices of men and women in uniform 
allow Americans to lead peaceful lives, he said. 

“You fight for peace so that others don't need to,” he said. 
“You work for peace, at home and abroad, so that others may 
know a better life. Your families share in that labor and in that 
sacrifice, so that other families need not endure the pains of 
separation and of strife. There is, perhaps, no more admirable 
calling.” 

Panetta pointed to the upcoming NATO Summit as an 
opportunity for heads of state to show the same commitment 
to reaching the international community's goals in 
Afghanistan. 

“In keeping with that same spirit of service and 
leadership, heads of state from across the world are joining 
together at the NATO Summit in Chicago to affirm our shared 
commitment to work and to fight to achieve our objectives in 
Afghanistan,” he said. 

“Our goal is clear – to ensure that Afghanistan will never 
again serve as a launching pad for terrorist attacks against our 
homeland,” Panetta said. “To do that, we have to build an 
Afghanistan that can secure and govern itself.” 
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49. Students Learn To Connect Physical Toughness With Achieving Goals 
The first step to achieving goals is to set them 
(MONTGOMERY COUNTY (MD) GAZETTE 19 MAY 12) ... Alex Ruoff and Peggy McEwan 

It was mind over matter for the forty high school students 
who jumped into the swimming pool at Martin Luther King,Jr. 
Swim Center in Silver Spring this morning. 

Most of them were participating in their first endurance 
swim. Some even just learned to swim in order to take part in 
the Montgomery County Recreation Sports Academy Navy 
SEALS Fitness Challenge. 

Joe Jones, a U. S. Navy SEAL stationed in Little Creek, 
Virginia, said the challenge was one of the basic tests for 
becoming a SEAL. 

“We give [them] lessons on mental toughness and we 
give physical toughness. The physical challenge is an 
application of the mental toughness,” he said. 

The 500 meter swim was the first of the challenges faced 
by the students, who were all male except for Mercy Nuhu, 
18, a junior at Alber Einstein High School in Kensington. In 
total, there were five challenges the students would complete 
this morning. Other challenges were two minutes each for 
pushups. situps and pullups., followed by a 1.5 mile run. 

Earlier this week, Jeremiah Monrose, 15, a freshman at 
Montgomery Blair High School in Silver Spring was getting 
nervous. 

He was one of the students who learned to swim though 
the program, which started in February. 

He was worried he might drown, he said. But he planned 
to keep in mind the words of one his swim instructors. 

“He told me: it's about self-determination, just don't quit,” 
Monrose said of his instructor, a U.S. Navy SEAL who 
declined through a public relations agency to be interviewed 
for this article. 

At the end of the challenges, Jeremiah said he was proud 
to have completed the course. He also admitted the swimming 
was the hardest part for him and the running and pushups, the 
easiest. 

“I feel pretty good. My teammates cheered me on and 
helped me complete the challenge and I cheered for them,” he 
said. 

Mercy said she learned a great lesson preparing for and 
completing the challenge. 

“It lets me know I can set goals and accomplish them,She 
said. “Being the only woman makes me feel tough.” 

The program, which ran for 10 weeks, is part of the 
county Department of Recreation's effort to reach out to 
students in four county schools with large populations of 
youth believed to be at risk for joining gangs or facing 
violence, organizers say, both commonly associated with high 
drop out rates and failing grades. Low income can be factor. 

The schools selected for the program were Montgomery 
Blair High School. Albert Einstein High School, Springbrook 
High School, Silver spring, and Wheaton High School. All 
four have higher than average drop out rates. 

Blair's drop rate is nearly double the countywide average 
at 12.6 percent, according to Montgomery County Public 
School statistics. At Wheaton High School, nearly 82 percent 
of the student body is enrolled in the county's free and reduced 
meals program, reserved for students from low-income 
households. 

The program was an optional component of the Sports 
Academy Programs offered by the Montgomery County 
Recreation Department at the four schools. It was free for the 
students. 

“[The Sports Academy] provides adult supervision for 
students , we try to give them a place to go,” said Jose Segura, 
a recreation specialist with the county Department of 
Recreation who runs and helped start the Sports Academy 
program at Blair after serving as a security assistant at the 
school between 2003 and 2006. 

Few of the students participating in the competition have 
shown any real interest in becoming Navy SEALs a highly-
lauded position within the Naval Special Warfare division but 
most have taken their message of resiliency and mental 
toughness to heart. 

“I think the best was to hear about a kid who didn't want 
to become a SEAL, but he said he was considering joining 
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medical field now that he knows what he's capable of,” Segura said. 
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50. Mids Describe Smooth Transition From 'Don't Ask, Don't Tell' 
(BALTIMORE SUN 19 MAY 12) ... Matthew Hay Brown 

When his roommate at the Naval Academy joked last year 
that Andrew Atwill was a homosexual, the midshipman told 
him to cut it out. 

His friend didn't know it, Atwill says, but he really was 
gay — and under the "Don't Ask, Don't Tell" policy, it could 
have jeopardized his military career. 

This year, the first since the Clinton-era policy was 
repealed, Atwill says change has come to the academy. And 
talking about his sexual orientation, rather than being a career-
ending offense, has rallied midshipmen to his defense. 

"Pretty much everybody in my company knows now" 
about his sexual orientation, he said, and "they actually stand 
up for me." If his friends hear someone say a negative remark 
about homosexuality, he said, they "don't hesitate" to tell that 
person "it's not cool to do that anymore." 

Eight months after the repeal, midshipmen both gay and 
straight describe a quiet but significant transformation at the 
Naval Academy. Gay midshipmen are seeking recognition for 
a student club. Last month, for the first time, faculty members 
and staff attended an off-campus dinner that had been 
organized secretly every year by and for gay midshipmen. 

And Atwill and his boyfriend, classmate Nick Bonsall, 
went together Saturday to the Ring Dance, a formal ball held 
each spring for third-year midshipmen. 

"It's been really great, actually," Bonsall, 20, of 
Middletown, Del., said of life at the academy since repeal. 
"Everyone has been really accepting of us." 

The experience at Annapolis this year mirrors those at the 
other service academies, but some future officers worry about 
what happens after they graduate. While their generation 
might be accepting, the broader military comprises people of 
all ages and backgrounds. Some senior officers say privately 
that they won't come out for fear of jeopardizing their careers. 

Across the military, Defense Secretary Leon Panetta said 
recently, the repeal of Don't Ask, Don't Tell — once highly 
controversial — is "going very well." 

"It's not impacting on morale," he told reporters after 
receiving a report on the subject this month. "It's not 
impacting on unit cohesion. It's not impacting on readiness." 

Gay cadets at the U.S. Military Academy and the Coast 
Guard Academy are forming clubs. Gay alumni at the Air 
Force Academy hosted their first football tailgate last fall, and 
gay alumni at the Air Force Academy and West Point held 
their annual dinners on campus for the first time. 

But at the Naval Academy, while several gay midshipman 
describe a new level of comfort on campus, some wonder how 
they will be accepted after they leave Annapolis and join the 
fleet. 

"For me, personally, it's still a concern," said Atwill, 23, 
of Bolton, Ky. "When I become an officer, I'm kind of worried 
about whether or not my Sailors will take it the wrong way if I 
give them a pat on the back or, you know, happen to be in the 
bathroom at the same time as them. 

"I'm afraid that if they know that I'm gay, that if I was 
even to look at them wrong, they may end up somehow 
turning that against me." 

Not everyone foresees problems. 
"In the fleet, it will be good," predicted Caitlyn Bryant, a 

second-year midshipman from Quantico, Va. Commanding 
Sailors after the repeal, she said, "you don't have to worry 
about what they might think your orientation is. You can just 
focus on being a leader." 

Bryant, 21, said she has seen no "negative backlash" 
against gay midshipmen: "People have accepted it." 

Fourth-year midshipman Kara Yingling, who is not gay, 
said the broader student body "didn't make a big deal" of the 
policy change. Yingling served as president this year of the 
Midshipman Action Group, the academy's service club. 

"We have seen more openly gay people, and I think that's 
good for them, because they no longer have to live their lives 
in fear that something's going to happen just because of their 
sexuality," said Yingling, 22, of Johnstown, Pa. 

As to "the overall attitude of the academy," she said, "we 
are taught to separate our personal and our professional 
opinions, and that's still in play." 

Don't Ask, Don't Tell was approved by President Bill 
Clinton in 1993 as a compromise to end a long-standing ban 
on homosexuals serving in the military, but also requiring 
them to maintain silence about their sexual orientation. 

Commanders were not supposed to ask service members 
about their orientation (the "Don't Ask" half of the policy); 
gay members were prohibited from declaring their 
homosexuality ("Don't Tell"). They still could be discharged 
for homosexual conduct. 

The compromise satisfied no one. Steve Hall, executive 
director of the gay alumni group USNA Out, called Don't Ask, 
Don't Tell a "cruel policy" that led gay midshipmen to believe 
that they couldn't discuss their sexuality with academy 
chaplains or counselors. 

"One of the first things people want to do when they start 
figuring out that they're gay is they just want to talk to 
somebody about it," said Hall, a 1975 academy graduate. 
USNA Out counseled midshipmen on how to live within the 
rules. 

Second-year midshipman Kay Moore entered the Navy 
after high school as an enlisted Sailor. When she came to the 
Naval Academy, she said, "I felt the most closeted I had ever 
felt in my life." 

"I didn't feel in danger at all," said Moore, 24, of Boise, 
Idaho. "I just felt that it was best for me to keep my mouth 
shut." 

Congress voted at the end of 2010 to repeal Don't Ask, 
Don't Tell, contingent on certification by the president, the 
secretary of defense and the chairman of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff that lifting the ban would not harm military readiness. 

President Barack Obama, Panetta and Adm. Mike Mullen, 
the chairman of the Joint Chiefs, provided that certification 
last July, and after a 60-day waiting period, Don't Ask, Don't 
Tell ended Sept. 20. 

By then, every service member, civilian employee and 
academy cadet in the military had received training on what 
the end of the policy meant. At the Naval Academy, each 
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midshipman attended a session led by a senior officer and 
continued the discussion within their companies. 

"Basically, it was stuff we already knew," Yingling said. 
"Something that our parents probably taught us. You know, 
like, be nice to people and don't be hurtful." 

Moore describes the actual repeal as almost anticlimactic 
at first. 

"Sept. 19 was one day and Sept. 20 was the next day," she 
said. "I mean, it's like going from Monday to Tuesday — it 
was not different. 

"Now, this far along in the process, I've begun to feel that 
more people are open with it. I can have a conversation with 
my girlfriend or with my gay or lesbian friends in public and 
not have to worry about someone sending me up the chain of 
command for discharge." 

Still, she said, she has to be careful not to offend some 
people with her sexuality. 

"They may not like it," she said. "So I don't discuss things 
that even straight people shouldn't discuss in public… I can 
mention that I have a girlfriend, if I were to have one, without 
fearing separation from the Naval Academy." 

For Bryant, repeal lifted "an unnecessary source of 
stress." 

"Now that it's gone," she said, "I can just focus on what's 
really important, like my academics and trying to become an 
officer and just dealing with daily academy life." 

Cmdr. William Marks, an academy spokesman, says the 
training helped to ease the transition. But he also credited the 
attitudes of the young people who make up the Brigade of 
Midshipmen. 

"I would say most folks here are in this generation that is 
accepting and understanding," said Marks, a 1996 graduate. 
"We understand people are born a certain way and you have 
certain personal and private things in your life, and we're very 
much OK with just saying, 'Go ahead and do what you want to 
do.'" 

Hall, of the alumni group, says the repeal does not solve 
all of the challenges that confront gay midshipmen. 

"A lot of the kids now are much more comfortable about 
going and seeking professional guidance to get them through 
that process of transitioning from what they thought they were 

going to be versus what they're turning out to be," he said. 
"So, that's the best thing about it. But the whole issue of, 'Oh, 
my God, I'm gay, and I'm going to have to deal with this,' 
that's something that's going to be there forever." 

Fabian Ortiz is "kind of jealous." The 2009 graduate says 
he kept largely to himself at the academy for fear of being 
outed. 

"Don't Ask, Don't Tell really caused me to become more 
defensive and keep everyone at bay throughout my four 
years," Ortiz said. "My whole life, I've always been an 
achiever and someone that always loved to take personal 
action. And this person did not show at the academy." 

During the spring semester of his last year, Ortiz 
organized a private dinner for gay midshipmen and alumni. He 
used his midshipman loan to rent a room at an Annapolis 
condominium and cater a gathering for a closely guarded guest 
list of about two dozen. 

The dinner quietly became an annual tradition, organized 
each spring by graduating midshipmen. But the numbers 
remained limited by the lack of an organized gay community 
at the academy and concerns about repercussions that 
participation might have on careers under Don't Ask, Don't 
Tell. 

This year's gathering, the first since repeal, was the largest 
yet, with nearly 100 in attendance — including academy 
faculty and staff and friends. 

Ortiz, now 25 and a reservist at Joint Base Andrews in 
Prince George's County, described the gathering as joyful. He 
said the new attendees "added this sense that it was kind of 
official. It was acknowledged by people and respected." 

"I wish I could enter the academy now," he said. "And 
maybe have a different story to my academy years." 

Moore said the climate at the dinner this year "was much 
happier." 

"It was just nice to see that so many people were OK with 
coming out to that event," she said. "The atmosphere was 
louder this year than it was last year because we were OK with 
saying that we were gay and that we were lesbian, and we 
didn't have to fear, you know, the next-door neighbors or 
whatever calling the academy and being like, 'Hey, this is 
what's going on.'" 
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51. House Puts Squeeze On Military's 'Musical Arsenal' 
(WASHINGTON POST 18 MAY 12) ... Walter Pincus 

Drum roll, please. 
The House, for a second year in a row, has approved a 

measure limiting Pentagon spending on military bands next 
year to only $200 million. 

An amendment by Rep. Betty McCollum (D-Minn.), a 
member of the House Appropriations Committee, was 
approved as part of the fiscal 2013 Defense Authorization Bill 
and could save $188 million if it makes it through Congress. A 
similar amendment passed by the House last year, however, 
was dropped by the House-Senate conference. 

In a statement placed in the Congressional Record, 
McCollum said: “Over the past four years, taxpayers have 
spent $1.55 billion for the Pentagon’s 150 military bands and 
more than 5,000 full-time, professional military musicians.... 
At a time of fiscal crisis the Pentagon will have to get by 
spending only $200 million for their musical arsenal.” 

The military has plans to spend $388 million on military 
bands in fiscal 2013 — roughly $10 million less than this year. 

But, when it comes to reining in spending, only the Air 
Force had plans to do so, dropping eight of its 23 bands next 
year. The other services are increasing funding. 

In 2010, former defense secretary Robert M. Gates first 
directed public attention to spending on military bands, noting 
that more money was spent on them than on the State 
Department’s Foreign Service Officers. Gates, however, never 
formally proposed reducing band spending. 

For fiscal 2013, the Air Force reductions will eliminate 
103 positions; those whose bands are being affected would be 
moved to other regional bands. 

The decision was made “in response to today’s fiscally 
austere environment,” said Ann Stefanek, an Air Force 
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spokeswoman. “The Air Force is going to get smaller, and so 
will our bands.” 

The Army, Navy and Marine Corps, which also face 
personnel reductions, are keeping their current 125 bands for 
2013 and actually increasing their spending on them by $6.4 
million, according to the Defense Department. 

The Pentagon defends spending on bands, saying they 
assist in recruiting and retention programs and also play at 
White House, Defense Department and other government and 
congressionally sponsored events. 

The Army maintains 99 bands and intends to spend 
$221.1 million on them next year. That’s up $3.3 million from 

this year. The Navy has 14 bands that will cost an estimated 
$55.6 million next year, while the Marine Corps has 12 bands 
that will cost $53.6 million in 2013. 

McCollum scored another victory on Thursday. Her 
amendment, put forward with Rep. Jack Kingston (R-Ga.), to 
eliminate all Pentagon spending to sponsor professional or 
semi-professional sports, including auto racing, was attached 
to the fiscal Defense Appropriations Bill. Some $80 million 
was spent on sports sponsorship this year, including $26 
million by the National Guard to place its logo on Dale 
Earnhardt Jr’s NASCAR vehicle, as well as on his uniform 
and those of his racing team. 
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52. USS North Carolina Reunion Brings Back Memories Of Segregation 
(RALEIGH (NC) NEWS & OBSERVER 18 MAY 12) ... Martha Quillin 

WILMINGTON -- As a seaman on the USS North 
Carolina during World War II, John Seagraves weathered a 
Pacific typhoon and helped shoot down a Japanese kamikaze 
bent on attacking the battleship. But his most harrowing 
memories of his days as a Sailor are of the way the Navy 
treated black soldiers such as him. 

“I thought it would be an adventure,” Seagraves said this 
week, recalling why he enlisted in the Navy just before he 
turned 17, when so many people he knew were heading off to 
war. 

Only in the past few years has Seagraves, 85, had any 
desire to visit the ship that was his home at sea from 1944 to 
1945. He’s here this week for the annual Battleship 
Association Crew Reunion, which, as World War II veterans 
die or become unable to travel, is down to just a couple dozen 
regulars. 

Many veterans have stories they don’t like to tell; 
Seagraves, too, stayed mostly silent about his wartime 
experience of exclusion and discrimination until his son, 
David, began asking questions a couple of years ago. Their 
conversations and David Seagraves’ research into U.S. Naval 
history resulted in a book, “Uncommon Hero: The John 
Seagraves Story,” released this week. 

What Seagraves didn’t know when he volunteered for 
service in June 1943 was that life in the Navy would be no 
different in some respects than the life he had known growing 
up around Atlanta under Jim Crow laws. He knew many 
opportunities would be closed to him in Georgia, as off-limits 
as white schools, restaurants and movie theaters had been. He 
hoped that in a military uniform, he would be regarded just 
like everybody else. 

To improve his chances of being treated fairly, he asked 
to be assigned to a Northern naval base. 

But the day after he signed up, he was sent off to basic 
training at Jacksonville, Fla., where he was given a bunk in a 
barracks with 40 other black men. The white man assigned to 
train them told them outright he didn’t think it worth his 
trouble to try to teach them anything, Seagraves said. 

Even German POWs held at the post were given more 
respect, Seagraves said. They were allowed to eat in the dining 
room with the white Sailors, while the black recruits had to eat 
somewhere else. 

The Navy had just begun to recruit black Sailors, whom it 
sought to fill undesirable jobs as servants and manual laborers. 
Once out of basic training, Seagraves said, black Sailors were 

generally assigned “to be flunkies for the officers. Shining 
shoes, making beds, doing laundry.” 

Seagraves would have none of it. The oldest of several 
children, Seagraves had developed early a sense of self-
reliance and ambition, taking on an after-school job delivering 
produce when he was just 10 years old. 

“I didn’t join the Navy to be somebody’s flunky,” 
Seagraves said. “I told them they could put me in the brig, but 
I wasn’t making nobody else’s bed.” 

At St. Simon Island, Ga., he was assigned kitchen work. 
He had to get up at 5 a.m. and wash dishes, “But I didn’t let it 
break my spirit.” 

From there, he was sent to Shoemaker, Calif., and put on 
a troop ship headed for New Caledonia in the Pacific. There, 
he was given his assignment: the USS North Carolina, 
considered the greatest weapon on the sea when she was 
commissioned in April 1941. 

Seagraves boarded the ship in Hawaii in May 1944, awed 
by its size and power and excited to finally be headed into 
action. But the Navy’s segregationist policies extended to the 
oceans. Though the ship had more than 2,300 men on board, 
Seagraves was one of just 60 blacks, and they were set apart in 
every way, from their sleeping and eating arrangements to 
their battle station assignments and daily duties. 

Again, Seagraves was told he was needed as a servant, to 
take care of a lieutenant’s stateroom. 

“I don’t care if you put me in the brig forever,” he told his 
supervising officer. “I’m not cleaning nobody’s room.” 

Instead, he was put in the officers’ kitchen, where he 
prepared breakfast. He liked to cook, which he had learned 
from his mother back in Georgia, and hoped eventually to 
make a career of it. 

He stayed at his job through smooth weather and wild, 
including when the ship went through one of several typhoons 
it encountered in the Pacific. 

“I was bouncing around like a rubber ball in that kitchen, 
making coffee,” he said. “You just do what you have to do.” 

Gordon Knapp, whose time on the battleship overlapped 
with Seagraves’, didn’t know his fellow Georgian in those 
days. But as the ship’s yeoman – personnel officer – he saw 
how black recruits were treated. 

“I’m ashamed,” said Knapp, who is 90 and has attended 
perhaps a dozen crew reunions, including this year’s. His 
voice broke as he described the rules that governed black 
Sailors’ lives on ship. They couldn’t be on deck except during 
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an emergency. White Sailors didn’t talk to them, except to 
harass them. 

“They were completely isolated,” Knapp said. “It 
bothered me then. It bothers me now.” 

Seagraves and other black Sailors had a chance to prove 
themselves in April 1945. The ship had at least one 
compassionate officer, Joe Stryker, who had reassigned 
Seagraves with seven or eight others from a battle station in 
the hot turret below deck to the 20 mm guns. They were at 
their station on April 14 when one of the men saw a Japanese 
plane in the distance. They asked for, and got, permission to 
fire, and once they started, so did other gunners. The plane 
kept coming until Seagraves could see the two men in the 
cockpit. Finally, it crashed into the ocean, 40 yards from the 
ship. 

Later, Stryker made sure the crew that had spotted the 
plane was photographed, noting the importance of their 
defensive action. The picture is at the Battleship Memorial 
now, where 230,000 visitors a year might see it. 

Seagraves left the Navy in 1945 and launched a career as 
a cook and caterer. He lives in Phoenix now with his wife, 
Mildred, and still travels to Atlanta to run a catering operation 
there. 

Seagraves knew about the crew reunions, but he refused 
to come until 2009. He doesn’t know why he came then, 
except, he said, “You can’t hold onto things forever.” 

When they have time, John and Mildred do like to travel. 
They especially like ocean cruises. They’ve been on at 

least 50. 
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53. USS Iowa's Departure Delayed By Rough Seas 
(SAN FRANCISCO BAY AREA NEWS 20 MAY 12) ... Josh Richman 

RICHMOND -- After all their thousands of hours of 
work, the volunteers who restored the USS Iowa to her former 
glory have to wait a little while longer to see her depart on her 
final voyage. 

Though the Bay Area enjoyed gorgeous weather Sunday, 
the seas between here and Los Angeles -- where the Iowa will 
soon become a floating interactive museum -- were too rough 
to let the battleship's towing begin. 

"We could get out but we'd hit something on the way 
down," ship operations director and chief engineer Mike 
Getscher said Sunday. "With a tow of this magnitude, you 
don't take any risks." 

Its magnitude is staggering. The 887-foot Iowa displaces 
45,000 tons, and Getscher, 51, has prowled almost all of its 
1000-plus compartments and 40-plus miles of pipes since 
starting his work aboard about eight months ago, when it was 
mothballed in Suisun Bay. The Iowa's proud history includes 
more presidential visits than any other ship in the U.S. Navy, 
and combat operations in World War II and Korea. 

Getscher said he's looking forward to returning to his 
Garden Grove home, which he has visited only sporadically in 
recent months. But he also relishes having a few more 
precious hours to spend aboard his newly restored home-
away-from-home -- a little more time to finish some final 
small repairs and polish some brass. 

"She draws your attention," he said with proud 
understatement. 

For volunteers who served aboard the Iowa during their 
active Navy duty, she's more than just an attention-grabber. 

"I grew up here," said David Canfield, 42, of Meadow 
Vista, who called the Iowa his home from November 1987 
through July 1989 -- what he called the most formative years 
of his life. "It was the first time I was really on my own, and 
you learn a lot of lessons ... I learned the value of camaraderie, 
I learned the value of teamwork, I learned what it means to be 
part of a bigger picture." 

Canfield has been hard at work installing networks for the 
ship's future gift shop, ticket-taking, interactive display and 
wifi systems, and it's become a family affair: His three sons 
and wife helped paint new campaign ribbons now gracing the 
side of the Iowa's superstructure, and were aboard with him 
Sunday. For Canfield, the delayed departure means a bit more 
time struggling to get the ship's onboard telephone system 
running again. 

Going aboard the Iowa early last year for the first time in 
more than two decades was "a reasonably emotional 
experience for me," Canfield said, not unlike visiting one's 
long-departed childhood home. 

For some, it's a somewhat haunted home. Canfield and 
fellow Pacific Battleship Center volunteer Mike McEnteggart, 
46, of Albany, N.Y., both were serving aboard the Iowa in its 
darkest hour: the accidental turret explosion during an April 
19, 1989 gunnery exercise that claimed the lives of 47 crew 
members. 

"It was nobody's fault. And it took me a lot of years to get 
there, because I wanted to blame somebody, anybody," 
Canfield said, recalling his first time standing inside the 
Number Two turret where the blast occurred. "It was one of 
the hardest things I've done, but it had to be done ... not just 
for me but for my shipmates," he said. "They deserve to be 
remembered well." 

McEnteggart said that's why he put all his possessions in 
storage and drove his pickup -- license plate BATLSHP -- 
across the country in February to lend a hand with the Iowa's 
restoration. "I lost 47 friends. The ship is in my heart." 

Getscher said Pacific Battleship Center staffers and the 
Crowley Maritine Corp. tugboat crew will be monitoring 
weather reports every few hours starting Monday, looking for 
a window to begin the three-to-four day voyage southward. 
Everyone will be standing by so that the trip can begin on four 
to six hours' notice, he said. 

View Gallery (15 Photos) 
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54. Week In Review May. 12, 2012 – May. 18, 2012 
(YOUTUBE 18 MAY 12) ... U.S. Navy 

Welcome to this week's U.S. Navy multimedia production 
featuring selected images from around the fleet received 
during the week of May. 12, 2012 – May. 18, 2012. 

The images represent the work of the many naval 
photographers deployed worldwide and submitted to Navy 
Visual News Service. For access to more than 100,000 high 
resolution photos visit: 
    http://www.navy.mil/view_photos_top.asp  and 
http://www.flickr.com/photos/usnavy/    .     

View U.S. Navy YouTube Channel 
View Clip (RT: 1:47) 
Broadcast Clip - 7 in :70 (May. 18, 2012) 
(YOUTUBE 18 MAY 12) U.S. Pacific Fleet 
A quick look at events and issues from the past week 

around Pacific Fleet making headlines at 
http://www.cpf.navy.mil. 

View Clip (RT: 1:10) 
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OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
55. Use ASB To Drive Change 
(DEFENSE NEWS 20 MAY 12) 

Five years ago, the Pentagon’s Air-Sea Battle (ASB) 
concept was the fledgling province of a handful of military 
strategists who argued that America’s air and naval forces 
must more intimately collaborate against potential enemies. 

Today, the concept has backing from the Obama 
administration, and the Defense Department has established an 
Air-Sea Battle office to determine how best to interlink the 
two services and shape future systems and concepts. 

Last week, Gen. Norton Schwartz, the Air Force chief of 
staff, and Adm. Jon Greenert, the chief of naval operations, 
made clear during a Washington think tank presentation that 
the two services would foster closer interoperability. They also 
stressed that ASB — contrary to popular perception and 
critics’ assertions — isn’t only about the threat posed by 
China, but also about allowing U.S. forces to operate in areas 
where nations are investing in so-called anti-access, area-
denial (A2AD) systems to keep the American military at bay. 

China is, however, a leading A2AD thinker that is 
militarily advancing far more quickly than most in 
Washington thought it would. That, combined with its 
growing assertiveness over claims to the South China Sea, has 
made Beijing the focus of attention in the Pacific. 

And China is paying attention to ASB. American writings 
on the subject are immediately translated into Mandarin, and 
analysts say Beijing has accelerated deployment of DF-21D 
missiles and J-20 fighter jets in response. 

So it’s worth thinking through what ASB needs to be in 
the wider context of American military thought at a time of 
global technological transition and domestic fiscal pressures. 

First, ASB, as part of the joint operational access concept, 
must drive a new era of honesty within DoD about what real 
joint war-fighting is all about. 

It’s not about everyone playing together equally in the 
sandbox; rather, it’s objectively bringing to bear key strengths 
to deliver specific outcomes. At the same time, it’s a key 
posturing strategy aimed at avoiding warfare. Merely applying 
the ASB label to existing approaches, systems and doctrines is 
a road to failure. Second, ASB may be attempting to tackle 
anti-access challenges without sufficient understanding of 
potential enemies’ intentions, strategies, capabilities, weapon 
stocks, doctrines and politico-military relationships. These 
enemies are investing considerable effort in novel approaches 
under utmost secrecy to mask intentions and capabilities. And 
they have been effective. For example, while most of the 
world sees China’s new J-20 as a stealth fighter, it appears to 
be a long-range strike aircraft dedicated to shooting down 
tankers and command planes. 

During the Cold War, U.S. military leaders understood 
how potential enemies would react to territorial attacks, such 
as the kind of tactical nuclear response Moscow would deliver 
to a territorial incursion. How Beijing would respond to a 
myriad of crises remains unclear. Also during that time, 
America and its allies conducted large-scale training of 
linguists and country specialists as part of the enormous effort 
to study potential enemies. Such investment is urgently needed 
today because of the pace of China’s military growth and 
other regional concerns. It would be pivotal to better 
integrating U.S. operational capabilities. Without rigorous 
experimentation and prudent investment, ASB — like 
“transformation” a decade ago — will become regarded as a 
mere bumper sticker that is applied to everything but means 
nothing. 
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56. Why We Need A Greener Military 
Congress banning the U.S. military from using biofuels is just plain dumb. 
(SLATE 18 MAY 12) ... Fred Kaplan 

Killing a $12 million military program may seem like a 
paltry matter. The sum amounts to a mere 0.002 percent of the 
total defense budget. But the elimination of one such program 
this week by the House Armed Services Committee reveals—
more brazenly than many larger tamperings—just how 

shortsighted, hypocritical, and beholden to special interests the 
custodians of national security can be. 

The program in question is a two-day experiment by the 
Navy to power an aircraft carrier’s entire battle group—its jet 
planes and escort ships—not with petroleum but with biofuels. 
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(The biggest ship in the group, the carrier itself, is excluded, 
since it is, and would remain, nuclear-powered.) 

The rationale for barring the Navy from buying the 
450,000 gallons of biofuels necessary for the experiment is 
economic: These fuels are too expensive—about four times 
more costly than conventional fuels. 

To hammer home the point, the committee’s Republican 
leaders passed an amendment barring the entire Defense 
Department from using any alternative fuels, for any purpose, 
if they’re more expensive than oil. But then, in a shameless 
disclosure of who’s paying the tiller, they tacked on a 
provision exempting coal and natural gas from this 
prohibition. As Noah Shachtman put it in Wired’s Danger 
Room blog, they “didn’t put limits on all alternative fuels—
just the ones with environmental benefits.” 

But this is not a tale of green woe about the environment, 
or not just that; it’s a story about hard-headed national security 
and energy policy. 

The Defense Department has stepped up alternative-
energy projects in the past few years, and not for the sake of 
trendiness. The Army and Marines have been setting up solar 
panels in Afghanistan, because the convoys of trucks bringing 
in oil—mainly to fuel the military’s own operations—cost a 
tremendous amount to maintain and secure, not just in money 
but in lives. (In 2007, insurgent attacks on fuel convoys were 
responsible for one-third of U.S. casualties—a bit of data that 
prompted the alt-fuels program.) 

Even now, in its early phases, solar is a more mature 
technology than biofuels. In part that’s because there’s almost 
no market for biofuels—mainly because, as the House 
committee complained, they’re too expensive. But some of 
modern history’s most revolutionary devices started out as too 
expensive; and they would have stayed that way—they might 
never have got off the ground—had the federal government 
not created the market. And since, in American politics, the 
military and space programs have been the federal 
government’s only sources of manufacturing, it’s the Pentagon 
and NASA that have created those markets. 

Take the microchip. It was first demonstrated at the radio 
industry’s tech show in 1959, to little fanfare because, at $35 
per chip, it was too expensive for any commercial application. 
The equation changed in 1961, when President John F. 
Kennedy proclaimed his goal of sending a man to the moon by 
the end of the decade—and when he and his secretary of 
defense, Robert McNamara, decided to build the Minuteman 
II missile. Those acts created a market for the microchip 
(conventional transistors weren’t adequate for the rockets’ 
guidance systems); the extra production spawned economies 
of scale, which brought the costs down to the point where 
commercial products were feasible, which triggered further 
demand, which spawned greater economies of scale and 
competition from other firms, which lowered prices further … 

and on it went, until 1971, when the price for a chip had 
plunged to $1.25. (By 2000, it was down to 5 cents.) 

Ditto for the computer. The first model cost hundreds of 
thousands of dollars. Its only customers were the nuclear-
weapons labs (to perform the elaborate calculations involved 
in designing an H-bomb), the Selective Service system (to 
keep track of draft-age men), and the Social Security 
Administration (to pay benefits to retirees). After even a few 
computers were built, the price dropped to the point where 
large private banks and railroads could afford them, at which 
point the price dropped further. The rest is history. 

Alternative fuels are currently in the same trap. In the 
long run, they are likely to save money, reduce our 
dependence on foreign producers (many of them with less-
than-stable regimes), and do less damage to the environment. 
But in the short run, they are too expensive—and, in some 
cases, their net benefits are too uncertain—for private citizens, 
or very many companies, to take the plunge. 

This is where government comes in—where it has always 
come in. 

Biofuels are riskier than solar. Their price may never 
plunge below the cost of oil (unless, of course, the price of oil 
skyrockets), and some variants produce their own carbon 
footprints. But they’re worth a modest experiment; they’re 
worth a boost in demand, which could spur more firms to take 
a leap into the market. Also this particular biofuel experiment 
employs far more promising technologies, based not on 
growing crops (like corn for ethanol or mustard seeds for an 
earlier Navy project) but rather on algae and the greases from 
chicken waste. (One of the companies, Dynamic Fuels, is a 
division of Tyson Foods.) 

The military is very active in this realm, beyond the solar 
panels in Afghanistan—only sensible, given that the Defense 
Department spends over $16 billion a year on energy, nearly 
all of it fossil fuels. The Navy is in a joint project with the 
Departments of Agriculture and Energy to invest $510 million 
to convert old factories into bioprocessing plants. The Air 
Force is experimenting with fueling some of its fighter jets 
with biofuels. 

But these plans will go bust if the House committee’s ban 
becomes law. Almost all new technologies cost more than 
existing ones at first. The cost drops—sometimes drastically, 
sometimes below the cost of the old technology—only after 
they develop, after there’s demand for the product; and in 
some cases the demand in early stages comes only from very 
large enterprises, in most cases an enterprise as large as a 
government. 

By banning alternative fuels, the House committee is 
closing off the future. 

Fred Kaplan is a senior Schwartz fellow at the New 
America Foundation. 
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57. A Uniform To Be Proud Of 
(NAVY TIMES 25 MAY 12) ... Editorial 

It took six years of fits and starts, but it looks like the 
Navy got it right: The new crackerjacks are impressive in 
looks and design. 

No doubt, there will be critics after the Navy fields the 
new uniforms; the first sets are due to hit the fleet in three 

years as part of boot-camp issue. When you modernize 
tradition, you’re working in sensitive territory. 

Navy leaders, to their credit, extensively tested and 
retested proposed changes before settling on a final design. 
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The Navy retained the signature 13 trouser buttons, the 
topic of much lore and more than a few sea stories. But the 
new crackerjacks will include zippers and side pockets, 
additions that provide long-overdue practicality. So does 
adding a side zipper to the blouse so sailors no longer have to 
struggle to get in and out of it. 

It is too bad the Navy was unable to find a less see-
through fabric for the whites, a complaint some sailors have 
about their current ones. 

Navy uniform officials should continue to search for a 
better fabric. 

Similarly, Navy leaders should press hard to make the 
appearance of the female uniform more like that of their male 
peers. 

Female sailors in the Navy Ceremonial Guard are going 
to wear-test fitted blue crackerjacks and caps this winter; their 
experience could shape fleetwide changes. 

At the same time, the Navy is embarking on a two-year 
study of body types of 5,000 male and female sailors with the 
aim of using the data to better size uniforms and other wear 
items, such as body armor, for specific body types. 

The takeaway is that involving sailors in the process is 
invaluable. They know what works and what does not — and 
won’t be shy about telling you what they like and what they 
don’t. 

Sailors take pride in their uniforms, and when they are 
proud, it reflects well on the Navy. 
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58. From Forward Operating Base To Boardroom 
Over the next five years, more than one million military service members will return from active duty. 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 21 MAY 12) ... Stan McChrystal 

'Wanted for hire: Enterprising, reliable self-starter. Must 
work well in teams. Technological literacy and leadership 
experience a plus." 

This notice could be posted by many businesses today as 
they look for employees to help them survive, and thrive, in 
difficult economic times. 

Such employees abound in small forward operating bases 
in the crags of Konar, and before that in parched Anbar; on 
anti-piracy missions off the coast of Somalia; and in Africa, 
South America and Asia, where in dangerous conditions they 
dispense humanitarian aid, medicine and training in our name, 
under our flag. 

Luckily for American industry, it will soon have access to 
this talent pool: Over the next five years, more than one 
million military service members will leave active duty and 
return to their communities. Their return presents America not 
just with an important test of our values, but with an 
extraordinary opportunity—both to ensure our future and 
revitalize our economy. 

In May 2009, just before deploying to Afghanistan, I read 
a dispatch that affirmed my faith in the strength and initiative 
of the young men and women I was soon to lead. It described 
a young lance corporal, Rolando Cabezas, who was the fire 
team leader in his Marine infantry unit. 

One morning, shortly after Lance Cpl. Cabezas and his 
team moved into Farah, in southwestern Afghanistan, a farmer 
approached the Marines. The farmer wanted to dig an 
irrigation ditch underneath a main road, to connect his fields to 
water on the other side. But he feared that the Marines, seeing 
him dig beneath the road, would think he was implanting an 
improvised explosive device, or IED—the hidden bombs that 
have been so deadly to our forces. 

The Marines sent out a patrol to stand watch and guard 
the farmer as he dug. Once there, Lance Cpl. Cabezas greeted 
the farmer with a few Pashto phrases he had taught himself in 
his spare time. As fire team leader, he was responsible for the 
Marines he led and for thousands of dollars of sensitive 
equipment, and he was trained to run autonomous operations. 
But he instinctively recognized that the wider mission, beyond 
the team he was responsible for, required earning the trust and 
respect of the Afghan people. No task was beneath him if it 
meant advancing the mission. 

So, to the amazement of the Afghan farmer already 
wowed by the American's Pashto, Lance Cpl. Cabezas 
removed his helmet, grabbed a shovel and began to help dig. 

Soon the other Marines joined. They helped make the 
construction strong enough to support traffic, using their large, 
multi-ton mine-resistant vehicle to smooth over the road and 
pack it down so that the farmer's ditch would not cave in under 
passing trucks. At a local gathering soon thereafter, the farmer 
extolled the Marines and his "son"—Lance Cpl. Cabezas, who 
did more to win the crucial support of the population than did 
millions of dollars that were poured into road projects in that 
area. 

Rolando is representative of the millions of young men 
and women who have served in our wars in Iraq and 
Afghanistan. He exemplifies the courage and clear-eyed 
common sense that has been required of our soldiers during 
the past decade of war. Those traits, and the training that 
cultivated them, make these veterans huge assets in a business 
environment: They are adaptable and reliable, and they work 
with a sense of mission. 

For current missions and future threats, we need the 
military to continue to attract the best the country has to offer. 
And when their service in uniform is done, we need to ensure 
veterans are recognized as assets to our communities, 
companies, schools and government. Most importantly, we 
need to have their backs. And the best way to show 
appreciation to our service members is to hire them. 

That's why, as an adviser to Joining Forces, the White 
House's initiative to promote awareness of issues military 
families face, I am proud to support the "Got Your 6" 
campaign. Inspired by First Lady Michelle Obama's call to 
action and named for the military parlance meaning "I've got 
your back," this campaign is a collaborative effort that 
involves every major movie studio, television network, talent 
agency and union, plus more than two dozen nonprofit 
partners. 

More and more companies are benefiting from veterans' 
extraordinary reservoir of skill, leadership, work ethic and 
maturity. Veterans are problem-solvers trained to take 
whatever task is given to them, then plan and execute it to the 
highest standards possible. They do so through teamwork, 
loyalty and selfless focus on completing the mission. Most 
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military members are given a high level of responsibility and 
leadership training at a relatively young age. After working 
with Americans of all stripes, and living in and working with 
different cultures, they are uniquely prepared to be part of a 
globalized workforce. 

In the year since Joining Forces was launched, more than 
1,600 companies have hired over 70,000 veterans and military 
spouses. Companies have pledged to hire an additional 
170,000 in the coming years. 

Even so, roughly 195,000 post-9/11 veterans remain 
unemployed. Veterans need the support of American 
businesses. And businesses need the experience, skills and 
mindset that veterans have to offer. 

Gen. McChrystal, a former commander of U.S. and 
international forces in Afghanistan and of the Joint Special 
Operations Command, is a senior fellow at Yale's Jackson 
Institute for Global Affairs and co-founder of the McChrystal 
Group. 
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59. Letting Women Serve In Combat Is The Right Direction 
(NEW ORLEANS TIMES-PICAYUNE 18 MAY 12) ... Editorial 

Thousands of women have fought alongside men in 
Afghanistan and Iraq, yet they are unable to apply for most 
combat jobs. That unwarranted limit hinders their career 
advancement and their ability to serve the nation to the best of 
their abilities. 

Capt. Sara Rodriguez of the 101st Airborne Division 
walks through the woods during expert field medical badge 
testing at Fort Campbell, Ky., on May 9. The Army is opening 
14,000 combat positions to women. 

That's why it's significant that the Army this week is 
officially opening to women 14,000 combat positions in once 
all-male units. The move, implementing a policy change 
announced in February, will let women serve in combat 
battalions in intelligence, logistics, signal corps, medical and 
chaplaincy jobs, among others. Some women have served in 
similar capacities in the past decade but only as temporary 
attachments to battalions. 

The Army also will open jobs that until now have been 
completely closed to women, including rocket launcher crew 
members and mechanics for tanks and artillery. 

These changes, although important, are modest. More 
than 250,000 military jobs will remain closed to women. The 
military must move rapidly to expand the jobs available to 

women. Military service shouldn't be defined by gender but by 
a willingness to make the necessary sacrifices and an ability to 
meet the requirements of the job. 

Keeping women out of combat jobs affects their careers, 
because frontline service is essential for military advancement. 
It's also unfair. Kayla Williams was a military intelligence 
soldier attached to 101st Airborne Division combat team 
during the initial invasion of Iraq. She told The Associated 
Press that at first she didn't get plates for her ballistic vest 
"because females can't serve in combat," even though she was 
going out on patrols and living in combat outposts like her 
male counterparts. 

Some critics argue that letting women into combat units 
will disrupt the unit cohesiveness and readiness. Those are the 
same tired arguments used once to try to prevent racial 
integration of combat units, or to try to keep women out of 
other physically strenuous jobs, both civilian and military. 

As it allows more women in combat, the military also 
needs to do a better job to prevent sexual abuse and to 
prosecute the offenders. 

But ensuring that women in the military are able to serve 
to their full capacity should remain the overarching goal, and 
the Army's new steps are a move in that direction. 
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60. The Persian Gulf Needs Its Own NATO 
And America needs to lead it. 
(FOREGN POLICY 18 MAY 12) ... Robert Haddick 

This weekend, NATO will hold its 25th summit meeting 
in Chicago. Separated by a formidable security cordon from 
protesters, the heads of government attending -- including 
President Barack Obama back in his home town -- will 
attempt to tackle an agenda that includes the future of the 
military campaign in Afghanistan, implementing a missile 
defense plan for Europe, improving military cooperation 
inside the alliance, and addressing how the alliance should 
engage with outside partners. 

Even as it struggles with its future, few would deny that 
NATO has been one of the most successful military alliances 
in history. In 1949, Lord Ismay, NATO's first secretary 
general, declared the goal of the alliance was "to keep the 
Russians out, the Americans in, and the Germans down." After 
achieving at least the first two during the long Cold War, the 
alliance has hung together for another two decades, although 
not without questions about its future relevance. 

Are there lessons here for other would-be alliance 
builders? On May 13, King Abdullah of Saudi Arabia hosted 
his own summit meeting of the Sunni Persian Gulf kingdoms 

(including Bahrain, Kuwait, United Arab Emirates, Qatar, and 
Oman) with the hope of building a future economic and 
security union. At a preparatory meeting in December, 
Abdullah pointed to Iran's encroachments and the uprisings 
swirling in the region and said, "You all know that we are 
targeted in our safety and security." He then warned that those 
who failed to cooperate with his proposal "will find himself at 
the back of the back of the caravan trail, and be lost." 
Abdullah was hoping to inject some life into the moribund 
Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC), a group the six kingdoms 
formed in 1981 and has achieved little since. 

From Riyadh's perspective, Bahrain is an obvious place to 
start building the stronger alliance. For over a year, Bahrain's 
Sunni royal family, with substantial Saudi assistance, has 
struggled to suppress an uprising by the country's Shiite 
majority, a rebellion the leaders in both countries believe 
Tehran has catalyzed. Deeper cooperation leading to success 
against the revolt would both highlight the perceived threat 
and show the advantages deeper security and economic 
cooperation could bring to all six kingdoms. 
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Abdullah's bid this week failed. The Gulf royals, 
undoubtedly wary of ceding any of their authority to an 
already dominant Saudi Arabia, left Riyadh on May 14 
wanting, according to Saudi Foreign Minister Prince Saud al 
Faisal, "details, and the details of the details" regarding the 
Saudi proposal for a deeper alliance. Although the leaders 
undoubtedly fear revolution and Iran, for the moment they fear 
the House of Saud even more. 

Can Abdullah learn anything from NATO's history? 
There seem to be some parallels to the challenges he 
perceives. In 1949, Western European and U.S. leaders saw an 
expansionist Soviet Union that maintained a menacing army 
and was simultaneously instigating internal subversion in 
Greece, central Europe, Italy, and elsewhere. Abdullah and his 
fellow Sunni royals worry about Iran's nuclear and ballistic 
missile programs and its support for proxy forces in Lebanon 
and Syria and provocateurs in Bahrain, eastern Saudi Arabia, 
and Yemen. The solution for Western leaders in 1949 was a 
military alliance based on the principle of collective security. 
Abdullah apparently wants something similar. 

Yet Abdullah's scheme is crippled by rivalry among the 
potential pact's members and distrust of Saudi Arabia's 
dominance and intentions. Left to themselves, Western 
Europe's leaders might similarly have struggled to form an 
effective alliance after World War II, in spite of the motivation 
the Soviet threat provided. Just like the Sunni leaders today, 
rivalry, distrust, and incentives to hedge might have 
dominated their decisions. As one example of internal 
mistrust, Lord Ismay's 1949 mission statement revealed that 
Western leaders were still worried that Germany, despite 
being flattened and dismembered by World War II, might 
once again rise up to become the dominant power in Europe, 
just as it had so quickly after the last world war. In addition, 
Europe had no history of trusting any of its other constituents 
to lead it, nor did it have many examples of enduring 
cooperation against common problems. 

But Ismay's statement also contained the solution, namely 
inviting in a powerful outsider, the United States, to lead the 
alliance. As an outsider that had no claims in Europe and was 
largely neutral regarding the internal squabbles among the 
other members, the United States was seen as a partner all the 
European leaders could trust and the sole force that could hold 
the alliance together against its self-defeating instincts. The 
U.S. claim to leadership was certainly aided by its 
overwhelming economic and military strength after the war. 
But Europeans also trusted the United States to lead the 
alliance because an ocean separated it from Europe. 

The same principle explains the strength of the U.S. 
alliance system in Asia. U.S. allies in the Western Pacific 
shared an interest in deterring first the Soviet Union and now 
China. A major reason why they can trust the United States as 

a partner is because it must project its military power across 
the Pacific Ocean, a task that would become difficult to 
sustain without the allies' cooperation. With this control over 
the U.S. reach, these allies have little reason to fear America 
asserting its own claims in the region. China, by contrast, is a 
large continental power whose intentions will always be 
questioned by its small neighbors. It should be no wonder that 
Beijing has so few allies in the region when Washington is 
available as a partner. 

The United States has a strong interest in seeing 
Abdullah's initiative advance. From the U.S. perspective, the 
most sustainable and cost-effective end-state for the Iran 
problem is the achievement of a stable balance of power 
across the Persian Gulf. Encouraging the GCC to develop into 
an effective military alliance is essential to achieving this 
balance of power. But after three decades of effort, the GCC 
has yet to live up to this potential, as Abdullah's pleading 
reveals. And the GCC has failed because its small members do 
not trust Saudi Arabia. 

Just as NATO needed the United States to overcome 
Europe's history of mistrust and rivalry, the GCC needs the 
United States in order to convince the smaller Sunni countries 
to finally work with Saudi Arabia. As a member of the GCC, 
the United States would reprise the roles it has played in 
NATO and Asia -- the dominant outsider, with no claims in 
the region, and a player the rest of the teammates can trust. 

Getting the U.S. Senate to ratify a collective security 
treaty binding the U.S. military to the Persian Gulf would be a 
very tough sell for a country weary of engagement in that part 
of the world. It would seem an insuperable task to round up 
politicians in Washington willing to commit America in 
advance to more Middle East wars. 

But ever since the arrival of the Carter Doctrine in 
January 1980, the United States has made an expanding de 
facto commitment to the security of the Persian Gulf region. 
Converting this de facto commitment into a treaty obligation 
to the GCC could improve its credibility and thus reduce the 
probability of actual conflict, as has long been the case with 
the U.S. treaty commitments to Europe and Asia. 

In any case, the U.S. interest in Abdullah's initiative will 
remain because it continues to be the best path toward stability 
across the Persian Gulf. This week's meeting in Riyadh, 
combined with the GCC's own sad history, shows that 
Abdullah's pleas and Iran's peril are still not enough to 
overcome distrust. As they ponder how to bring stability to the 
Persian Gulf at the most reasonable cost, U.S. policymakers 
should consider the model that worked so well in Europe and 
Asia. 

Robert Haddick is managing editor of Small Wars 
Journal. 
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On This Day In The Navy: 
1944: Aircraft from 12 carriers commence 2-day attack against Japanese ships and airfields on Luzon, Philippine Islands. 
 

TOP STORIES: 
1. U.S. Admiral Says Mideast Naval Drills Ensure Stability 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 20 SEP 12) ... Adam Schreck 

MANAMA, Bahrain -- The admiral in charge of the U.S. Navy's 5th Fleet on Thursday defended the large American-led naval 
exercises in the Persian Gulf and other strategic Mideast waterways as a way to ensure stability and security in the region, rebutting 
Iran's concerns about what it sees as foreign military meddling. 

 
2. As Israel's Threat To Bomb Iran Looms, U.S. Vows To Keep Aircraft Carrier Strike Group In 
Persian Gulf 
(PBS 20 SEP 12) ... Daniel Sagalyn 

USS ENTERPRISE, North Arabian Sea – The U.S. Navy is vowing to keep commercial sea lanes open in the international waters 
off Iran, despite a view among a small number of critics that Washington’s military muscle may inadvertently stoke tensions with 
Tehran in the event of a crisis. 

 
3. Panetta Announces Warmer Military Ties On New Zealand Trip 
(NEW YORK TIMES 21 SEP 12) ... Thom Shanker 

AUCKLAND, New Zealand — Defense Secretary Leon E. Panetta arrived in this South Pacific island nation Friday, becoming 
the first Pentagon chief to visit here in three decades, an absence prompted by a breakdown in ties after New Zealand prohibited 
American nuclear warships from its territorial waters. 

 

MIDEAST: 
4. Massive Minesweeping Exercise Begins Off Bahrain 
(CNN 21 SEP 12) ... Chis Lawrence 

More than three dozen nations have converged on the seas around Bahrain for a massive military minesweeping exercise. 
 

5. Libya Envoy’s Killing Was A Terrorist Attack, The White House Says 
(NEW YORK TIMES 21 SEP 12) ... Helene Cooper 

WASHINGTON — The White House is now calling the assault on the American diplomatic facility in Benghazi, Libya, a 
“terrorist attack.” 

 
6. Iran’s Top Atomic Official Says Nation Issued False Nuclear Data To Fool Spies 
(NEW YORK TIMES 21 SEP 12) ... Rick Gladstone and Christine Hauser 

Iran’s top atomic energy official said in an article published Thursday that because of foreign espionage, his government had 
sometimes provided false information to protect its nuclear program, which Western powers and Israel have called a cloak to develop 
a nuclear weapons capacity. 

 

AFGHANISTAN: 
7. U.S. Surge Troops Out Of Afghanistan 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 20 SEP 12) ... Lolita C. Baldor 

AUCKLAND — Nearly two years after President Barack Obama ordered 33,000 more U.S. troops to Afghanistan to tamp down 
the escalating Taliban violence, the last of those surge troops have left the country, U.S. officials said Thursday. 
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8. Pakistan To Talk Counterterrorism With U.S., Afghans 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 20 SEP 12) ... Kimberly Dozier 

WASHINGTON — Pakistan's foreign minister revealed Thursday that her country would soon hold confidential talks with the 
United States and Afghanistan to improve a three-way counterterrorism relationship beset by misunderstandings, including one over 
the Pakistan-based Haqqani network that Washington considers the greatest threat to Afghan stability. But she refused to say whether 
her government was ready to take any action against the militants. 

 

ASIA – PACIFIC: 
9. U.S. Launches Test Flights Of Osprey Aircraft In Japan 
(KYODO NEWS 21 SEP 12) 

IWAKUNI, Japan -- U.S. Marine Corps MV-22 Osprey aircraft flew over Japan for the first time on Friday in test flights amid 
persistent safety concerns among local people, following the Japanese government's announcement Wednesday that they are safe to 
fly. 

 
10. Sleepy Islands And A Smoldering Dispute 
(NEW YORK TIMES 21 SEP 12) ... Martin Fackler and Ian Johnson 

ISHIGAKI, Japan — In the fishing harbor here, Japan has increased the number of sleek, white Coast Guard cutters to fend off 
the Chinese patrol boats that have stepped up their challenge of Japan’s control of disputed nearby islands, one sign of a smoldering 
conflict that has threatened relations between Asia’s two giants. 

 
11. Japan Makes A Shift To The Right 
Foreign and military stances may get tougher because of China 
(WASHINGTON POST 21 SEP 12) ... Chico Harlan 

TOKYO — Japan is in the midst of a gradual but significant shift to the right, acting more confrontationally in the region than at 
any time since World War II. 

 
12. Experts Paint Gloomy Picture on South China Sea Conflict 
Experts Say Possibility of Conflicts Between ASEAN Members Increases 
(JAKARTA POST 21 SEP 12) 

As China's military power grows, the potential for conflicts between members of the Association of South East Asian Nations 
(ASEAN) may increase, and finding solutions within the grouping could become more difficult, experts have said. 

 
13. Obama’s Journey To Tougher Tack On A Rising China 
(NEW YORK TIMES 21 SEP 12) ... Mark Landler 

WASHINGTON — President Obama’s patience with China had been fraying for months, and by November 2010 he was fed up. 
Meeting with President Hu Jintao in Seoul, South Korea, Mr. Obama warned that if China did not do more to curb North Korea’s 
bellicose behavior, he would have to take steps to shield the United States from the threat of a nuclear missile attack from the North. 

 
14. S. Korea Navy Fires Warning Shots At North Fishing Boats 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 21 SEP 12) 

The South Korean Navy fired warning shots Friday at half a dozen North Korean fishing vessels that crossed their disputed 
Yellow Sea border, the defence ministry said. 

 

PERSONNEL: 
15. Invisible War Wounds Can Leave Very Deep Scars 
(MILITARY UPDATE 20 SEP 12) ... Tom Philpott 

On the stage, seated with a small group of wounded warriors sharing stories of grievous injuries and inspirational recoveries, is an 
attractive young woman with short and spiked blond hair. 

 
16. Navy Personnel Boss Talks Pay, Leadership, ERB, 21st Century Sailor And Marine 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 20 SEP 12) ... Defense Media Activity - Pentagon Bureau 

ARLINGTON, Va. -- The Navy's top personnel professional held an all hands call at the Pentagon, Sept. 19, to discuss the 21st 
Century Sailor and Marine initiative and to give Sailors and Marines an update on other important personnel issues. 

 
17. Navy Relieves Executive Officer Of USS Chung-Hoon 
(HONOLULU STAR-ADVERTISER 20 SEP 12) ... William Cole 

A Navy officer slated to be the next commander of the Pearl Harbor-based destroyer USS Chung-Hoon was instead relieved of 
duties Wednesday, the Navy said. 
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LITTORAL COMBAT SHIP: 
18. Crowds Gather At Galveston Pier To Tour Future USS Fort Worth 
(FORT WORTH STAR-TELEGRAM 20 SEP 12) ... Scott Nishimura 

GALVESTON -- Michelle Perry was up for a road trip, so she left her Decatur home before dawn Thursday, driving her two 
children, niece and nephew five hours to Galveston to tour the soon-to-be USS Fort Worth. 

 
19. Navy's New Warship Is An Ocean Hot Rod 
(KRIV FOX HOUSTON 20 SEP 12) ... John Donnelly 

Capt. Kirk would be proud of the bridge on the USS Fort Worth. 
 

20. USS Fort Worth Makes A Splash In Galveston 
(KTVT CBS DALLAS FT. WORTH 20 SEP 12) ... Joel Thomas 

People waited in line on a pier in bright Gulf Coast sunshine for hours Thursday to get a tour of a unique visitor to Galveston. 
 

SUBMARINES: 
21. Shipyard Barges Two Sub Sections To New England 
(NEWPORT NEWS DAILY PRESS 21 SEP 12) ... Michael Welles Shapiro 

Newport News Shipbuilding this week shipped large sections of two Virginia-class attack submarines to a New England shipyard 
– part of a Navy plan to ramp up production. 

 

CONGRESS / BUDGET: 
22. Military Officials Warn Of Effects Of 'Sequestration' 
(NEW LONDON DAY 21 SEP 12) ... Kelly Catalfamo and Rhiannon Pabich 

WASHINGTON -- Top Defense Department officials cautioned Thursday that so-called sequestration could lead to a hollow 
military and warned that the across-the-board federal budget cuts due to take place on Jan. 2 would mean decreased training, pay and 
preparedness for the nation's armed forces. 

 
23. Furloughs Remain A Recurring Theme In Forecasting Sequestration’s Impact 
(GOVERNMENT EXECUTIVE 20 SEP 12) ... Charles S. Clark 

On the eve of a vote to adjourn Congress until after the elections, top military and civilian Defense Department officials unveiled 
new details on the harm that looming across-the-board budget cuts would inflict if they kicked in this January. 

 
24. Sequestration Threatens Portsmouth Naval Shipyard Jobs, Workload 
(PORTSMOUTH (NH) HERALD 20 SEP 12) ... Deborah McDermott 

KITTERY, Maine — A "serious threat" including potential layoffs is awaiting the country's shipyards, including the Portsmouth 
Naval Shipyard, if so-called sequestration goes into effect in January. 

 

BUSINESS: 
25. Budget Cuts Could Cost Small U.S. Firms Nearly 1 Million Jobs: Report 
(REUTERS 20 SEP 12) ... Andrea Shalal-Esa 

WASHINGTON -- Small businesses in the United States could lose nearly 1 million jobs in 2013 if lawmakers do not avert $1.2 
trillion in across-the-board budget cuts due to begin taking effect in January, a new study showed. 

 
26. Pentagon's No. 2 Drops Not-So-Subtle Hints To Industry 
(NATIONAL DEFENSE 20 SEP 12) ... Sandra I. Erwin 

In public appearances at defense-industry events this week, Deputy Defense Secretary Ashton B. Carter sought to deliver a 
friendly message that the Pentagon feels contractors’ pain when it comes to the looming budget cuts. 

 

LEGAL: 
27. Navy Revises Legal Services 
(SUITS & SENTENCES BLOG 20 SEP 12) ... Michael Doyle 

The Navy is revising how it manages legal services, officials announced Thursday. 
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COMMENTARY: 
28. War With Iran Comes Easily 
Lessons from an Iranian war game 
(WASHINGTON POST 21 SEP 12) ... David Ignatius, 

Perhaps it was the “fog of simulation.” But the scariest aspect of a U.S.-Iran war game staged this week was the way each side 
miscalculated the other’s responses — and moved toward war even as the players thought they were choosing restrained options. 

 
29. Intervening In Syria 
While the Obama administration watches, Iran jumps in. 
(WASHINGTON POST 21 SEP 12) ... Editorial 

It’s been more than a year since the Obama administration began describing the downfall of Syrian dictator Bashar al-Assad as a 
matter of time. He’s defied White House predictions in part because of his ruthlessness — more than 20,000 Syrians, most of them 
civilians, have died during the uprising — and in part because of political and military weakness of his opposition. 

 
30. Unsettled Waves 
(LAKE COUNTY (IL) NEWS-SUN 20 SEP 12) ... Editorial 

America’s Navy is involved in a large exercise this week in the Persian Gulf and other strategic Mideast waterways as a way to 
ensure stability and security in the region. With this latest mission, we are reminded that since naval warfare helped win the War of 
1812, the Navy has been our front line in peace and war, deployed around the world, daily defending the nation’s interests. 

 
31. While War Seems Unlikely, East China Sea Issues Are Here To Stay 
(ASAHI SHIMBUN 21 SEP 12) ... Alessio Patalano 

China's State Oceanic Administration (SOA) on Sept. 14 dispatched six patrol vessels to waters around the disputed Senkaku 
Islands (called Diaoyu in Chinese) as a "legitimate act" of law enforcement. 
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TOP STORIES: 
1. U.S. Admiral Says Mideast Naval Drills Ensure Stability 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 20 SEP 12) ... Adam Schreck 

MANAMA, Bahrain -- The admiral in charge of the U.S. 
Navy's 5th Fleet on Thursday defended the large American-led 
naval exercises in the Persian Gulf and other strategic Mideast 
waterways as a way to ensure stability and security in the 
region, rebutting Iran's concerns about what it sees as foreign 
military meddling. 

More than 30 countries are involved in the anti-mine 
exercises. Although the Navy says the maneuvers are purely 
defensive and not directed at any country, they are widely seen 
as a message to Iranian officials who have threatened to block 
the Strait of Hormuz at the mouth of the Gulf. 

Vice Admiral John W. Miller said the participation of 
such a large number of countries shows there is a broad, 
common interest in ensuring the region's sea lanes remain 
safe. The Navy describes the drills as the largest ever focused 
on mines in the region. 

"We're prepared to make sure there is stability in the 
region. We understand that one of the threats that's possibly 
presented to us is a threat of mines," Miller said. "We've seen 
that in history so it's not unthinkable. And so it's important on 
an international basis that we can clear those mines from the 
water." 

Tehran has previously deployed mines in the Gulf, 
including one that injured 10 when it blew a hole in the guided 
missile frigate USS Samuel B. Roberts in 1988. Any attempt 
by Iran to shut the Strait of Hormuz, the route for a fifth of the 
world's oil supplies, would likely include the laying of mines 
again. 

Miller is the commander of the 5th Fleet, which is based 
in the Gulf nation of Bahrain and is responsible for American 
naval operations in a broad area stretching across the Middle 
East from the Horn of Africa to Pakistan. 

The anti-mine exercises formally began earlier this week 
but only got under way at sea on Thursday. Initial operations 
included communication checks, loading supplies and 
simulated medical evacuations for mine-disposal divers, 
according to Lt. Greg Raelson, a spokesman for the Navy's 5th 
Fleet. 

About 20 vessels from just over a half dozen countries, 
including Britain and Japan, are participating, Navy officials 
say. Several other nations, including Canada, France and the 
Netherlands, are sending divers, observers or other personnel. 

Iranian officials have said they will be closely monitoring 
the drills. Tehran earlier this week deployed one of its 
Russian-made submarines in the Gulf and launched what state 
media reported was a destroyer scheduled for completion 
soon. 

Iran's foreign ministry spokesman, Ramin Mehmanparast, 
reacted to the U.S.-led maneuvers Tuesday by saying Western 
and other foreign powers were to blame for a lack of security 
in the region. The outside forces, he said, "trample the 
interests of countries of the region to secure their own interests 
and provoke instability and insecurity." 

Besides the Gulf, the U.S.-led exercises are planned in the 
Gulf of Oman and in the Gulf of Aden, the gateway to the Red 
Sea that has been a focus of international counter-piracy 
operations. 

The drills will not extend into the Strait of Hormuz itself, 
which is only 21 miles (34 kilometers) wide at its narrowest 
point. The width of the shipping lane in either direction is only 
two miles, separated by a two-mile buffer zone. 

"There's no reason to pressurize a very busy waterway," 
Miller said in explaining why operations were not happening 
in Hormuz. "We're conducting these exercises ... where we 
can do so without interfering with the normal commerce." 

Return to Index 
 

2. As Israel's Threat To Bomb Iran Looms, U.S. Vows To Keep Aircraft Carrier Strike Group In Persian 
Gulf 

(PBS 20 SEP 12) ... Daniel Sagalyn 
USS ENTERPRISE, North Arabian Sea – The U.S. Navy 

is vowing to keep commercial sea lanes open in the 
international waters off Iran, despite a view among a small 
number of critics that Washington’s military muscle may 
inadvertently stoke tensions with Tehran in the event of a 
crisis. 

Israel has threatened to bomb Iranian nuclear facilities if 
that nation’s uranium enrichment and other activities 
suspected of building an atomic weapon do not abate. 

In response to the saber rattling, Iran has threatened to 
mine one of the most important waterways in the world, the 
Strait of Hormuz, through which 20 percent of the world’s oil 
flows. 

Along with coalition partners, the United States this week 
launched the largest ever military exercise to rehearse finding 
and destroying sea mines. U.S. brass has said it will continue 
to maintain an aircraft carrier strike group in the Persian Gulf. 
There also is a second carrier strike group in the Middle East 
located in the Arabian Sea. 

But some observers say that in the event of a crisis — 
such as an Israeli attack on Iran — maintaining an aircraft 
carrier off the shores of Iran in the confined and crowded Gulf 
could make matters worse. 

“Putting vulnerable carriers in the Persian Gulf is not a 
good idea, as it would facilitate crisis instability, not crisis 
stability,” said John Mearsheimer of the University of 
Chicago. “They are just too vulnerable, and thus having them 
in the Persian Gulf would create powerful incentives for us to 
strike quickly at the Iranian military assets that threaten those 
carriers.” 

Nonetheless, he said, “the U.S. would go to great lengths” 
to shut down immediately any war between Israel and Iran. 

“I do not think we would join the attack. We do not want 
to fight another war in the Middle East, especially against 
Iran,” Mearsheimer said. “So we are not going to be looking 
for ways to bomb Iran or get ourselves involved in the fight. 
Indeed, we will be trying to do just the opposite. In that 
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situation, you would definitely want the carriers outside the 
Persian Gulf.” 

But U.S. Navy leaders reject the notion that deploying 
these floating armadas can have any negative consequences. 

Rear Adm. Walter Carter, commander of the Enterprise 
Carrier Strike Group, said an aircraft carrier in the Persian 
Gulf would not make matters worse in the event of a shooting 
war between Israel and Iran. 

“I would tell you it’s the opposite,” he said. “What we 
bring here is not a mission of instability. We bring here a 
mission of stability and security.” 

The one-star admiral stressed that the ongoing drill to find 
and destroy mines is purely a defensive exercise. 

“Make no mistake about it,” Carter said, “we are here to 
make sure that the global communication line” that supports 
free trade in and out of the region remains open. 

The aircraft carrier plays an important support function in 
hunting mines, he insisted. 

“There [are] really three aspects of anything that has to do 
with mines that are out there: There is the air aspect, there is a 
surface aspect. And then there is an explosive ordnance 
disposal aspect,” Carter said. “So obviously a carrier strike 

group, with all the capabilities that we bring, we bring all 
those pieces to bear.” 

When asked what specifically the carrier would do in the 
exercise, which is receiving intense media attention, Carter 
responded, “Well, just like anything, it would be mostly about 
find, fix, finish. How you would basically locate [mines], and 
then of course there is a security aspect as well (meaning 
protecting the mine hunting ships from attack). But again 
without getting into any details, we are here in a support role.” 

Bahrain, where the U.S. Naval 5th fleet is based, 
appreciates the U.S. military’s presence in the region and is 
particularly concerned about the spillover of radiation from 
any Israeli attack on Iran’s nuclear facilities, according to 
Fawaz bin Mohammed Al Khalifa, president of Manama’s 
Information Affairs Ministry. 

“This exercise sends assurance” to nations that depend on 
Middle Eastern oil, including Japan and China, he said. 

PBS NewsHour deputy foreign affairs and defense editor 
Daniel Sagalyn is in the Persian Gulf covering the 
International Mine Countermeasures Exercise, which runs 
Sept. 16-27. 
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3. Panetta Announces Warmer Military Ties On New Zealand Trip 
(NEW YORK TIMES 21 SEP 12) ... Thom Shanker 

AUCKLAND, New Zealand — Defense Secretary Leon 
E. Panetta arrived in this South Pacific island nation Friday, 
becoming the first Pentagon chief to visit here in three 
decades, an absence prompted by a breakdown in ties after 
New Zealand prohibited American nuclear warships from its 
territorial waters. 

In a sign of Washington’s efforts to increase military-to-
military cooperation, Mr. Panetta announced that the Obama 
administration had modified United States policy so that, in 
the future, the defense secretary can authorize individual visits 
by New Zealand naval vessels to Defense Department or 
Coast Guard facilities. 

Although New Zealand now participates in American-led 
naval exercises, its ships must dock at commercial ports in the 
United States, and not at military bases — a reciprocal ban in 
response to that imposed by New Zealand on American 
warships. 

New Zealand has pulled its Special Operations forces 
from Afghanistan and will focus on training local security 
troops, but it still has about 180 troops on the ground there 
operating a provincial reconstruction team. The dangers 
remain: New Zealand has lost 10 troops in combat, including 5 
in August alone. One of those killed was the first female 
combat death in the nation’s history, officials said. 

“The deep respect the United States military has for the 
New Zealand defense forces has only grown over this decade 
of war,” Mr. Panetta said. 

Mr. Panetta also confirmed during the visit that the United 
States had completed its drawdown of 33,000 “surge” troops 
in Afghanistan.“As we reflect on this moment, it is an 
opportunity to recognize that the surge accomplished its 

objectives of reversing Taliban momentum on the battlefield, 
and dramatically increased the size and capability of the 
Afghan National Security Forces,” he said in a statement. He 
added, “It is important to underscore that even as our surge 
troops return home, there are roughly 68,000 Americans who 
remain in a tough fight in Afghanistan, alongside their NATO 
and Afghan partners.” 

Improving relations between the United States and New 
Zealand hve resulted in the two countries signing new 
documents to re-establish avenues for dialogue and pledging 
cooperation on Asia-Pacific security issues. 

Even so, Mr. Panetta said he did not push for a renewed, 
formal mutual-defense treaty with New Zealand. This final 
stop on a weeklong mission that included visits to Japan and 
China was intended more broadly to nurture closer military-to-
military ties with an important South Pacific security partner. 

That sentiment was echoed by New Zealand’s defense 
minister, Jonathan Coleman, who said there was no need to 
recreate the treaty alliance canceled in 1986. Both nations “are 
enjoying the benefits” of a growing security partnership, he 
said, without “reverting back to the way things were.” 

He said that New Zealand’s continued prohibition on 
nuclear warships would remain in place but was no longer a 
hindrance to security cooperation with the United States. 

Both defense officials said areas of increased military 
cooperation between the countries could include efforts to 
counter piracy and halt nuclear proliferation, as well as joining 
forces for humanitarian assistance and disaster relief 
operations. 

The last defense secretary to visit was Caspar W. 
Weinberger in 1982. 
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MIDEAST: 
4. Massive Minesweeping Exercise Begins Off Bahrain 
(CNN 21 SEP 12) ... Chis Lawrence 

More than three dozen nations have converged on the seas 
around Bahrain for a massive military minesweeping exercise. 

The at-sea maneuvers will involve a series of techniques 
and involve surface ships, aircraft, and underwater "explosive 
ordnance disposal" diving teams during the nearly two weeks 
of International Mine Countermeasure Exercise. 

Remote piloted submersibles, known as unmanned 
underwater vehicles, or UUVs, will get their most sustained 
test yet in combination with regular forces. 

The U.S. military says these exercises are strictly 
"defensive," but the show of force in light of Iran's threats to 
mine the Strait of Hormuz is hard to ignore. 

In a typical week, officials say more than 500 ships will 
sail through the Strait, carrying everything from oil to natural 
gas. 

The United States has been promoting the fact that more 
than 30 nations are participating in the exercises. 

But CNN has learned that so far, two thirds of those 
nations do not want to have their participation made public. 
And only half a dozen or so will send actual ships to the 
exercise. 

The situation suggests that in any real minesweeping 
scenario, or conflict with Iran, the U.S. military would bear 
the brunt of the fight. 

The United States has a lot of naval power in the region. 
But the American military is careful not to unnecessarily 
provoke Iran, especially with tensions so high after toughened 
economic sanctions and much talk in the U.S. and Israel about 
whether Iran's progress in developing nuclear capabilities will 
warrant military action to stop it. 

"Any action can instantly trigger a disproportionate 
reaction, and we have to be aware of that," Rear Adm. Ted 
Carter told CNN. The U.S. military is trying to strike a 
balance between protecting the free transit of the waterway, 
while avoiding an inadvertent conflict with Iran. 

In an indication of how sensitive the waterway has 
become, some U.S. Navy ships passing through the Strait of 
Hormuz are equipping their guns with cameras. 

The gargantuan aircraft carrier USS Enterprise, on its last 
cruise, has made eight trips through the Strait on its current 
deployment. Crew members showed us where they strap small 
cameras to each gun when nearing certain ports or passing by 
certain areas in the Strait. 

Rear Adm. Ted Carter told CNN, "If anything were to 
happen, we want to have video evidence of it as much as we 
can. So that when we say 'This is what happened,' the video 
shows we mean what we say, and that we're telling the truth 
about what went on." 

View Clip (RT: 2:51) 
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5. Libya Envoy’s Killing Was A Terrorist Attack, The White House Says 
(NEW YORK TIMES 21 SEP 12) ... Helene Cooper 

WASHINGTON — The White House is now calling the 
assault on the American diplomatic facility in Benghazi, 
Libya, a “terrorist attack.” 

“It is self-evident that what happened in Benghazi was a 
terrorist attack,” the White House press secretary, Jay Carney, 
told reporters aboard Air Force One on Thursday. “Our 
embassy was attacked violently and the result was four deaths 
of American officials.” 

Until now, White House officials have not used that 
language in describing the assault. But with the election less 
than two months away and President Obama’s record on 
national security a campaign issue, they have come under 
criticism from Republican lawmakers who say the 
administration is playing down a threat for which it was 
unprepared. 

Mr. Carney offered the new assessment in response to a 
question about remarks by Matthew G. Olsen, director of the 
National Counterterrorism Center, who told a Congressional 
committee Wednesday that J. Christopher Stevens, the United 
States ambassador to Libya, and three other Americans had 
died “in the course of a terrorist attack.” 

Asked if the president drew a connection between the 
Libyan attack, which occurred on Sept. 11, and the attacks on 
the World Trade Center and the Pentagon 11 years before, Mr. 
Carney said, “The attack occurred on Sept 11, 2012, so we use 
the same calendar at the White House as you do.” 

In a highly charged political atmosphere, the mere use of 
the term “terrorist” is loaded, not least, as one administration 

official acknowledged privately, because the phrase conjures 
up an image of America under attack, something the White 
House wants to avoid. 

Beyond that, different government agencies have different 
definitions for what defines terrorism, said Brian Fishman, a 
counterterrorism expert at the New America Foundation, a 
nonpartisan research group. 

The classic definition, Mr. Fishman said, “is an attack by 
a nonstate group on noncombatants with the intent to 
intimidate people.” He said that another reason the 
administration was shying from using that term is because 
“they really didn’t know who did it.” 

And the president, campaigning in Florida on Thursday, 
did not use the word terrorism when asked about the attacks. 

Mr. Carney maintained on Thursday that Obama 
administration officials still were not calling the attack 
preplanned. 

“According to the best information we have now, we 
believe it was an opportunistic attack on our mission in 
Benghazi,” he said. “It appears that some well-armed militants 
seized on that attack as the events unfolded that evening. We 
do not have any specific intelligence that there was significant 
advance planning or coordination for this attack.”Secretary of 
State Hillary Rodham Clinton said earlier in the week that 
there had been no intelligence warnings that an attack was 
imminent. 

Mrs. Clinton said that F.B.I. investigators had arrived in 
Tripoli and that the United States, with the Libyan authorities, 
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would find those responsible. She did not discuss any potential 
ties to Al Qaeda, but blamed extremists opposed to the 
democratic changes in places like Libya, Tunisia and Egypt 
for the violence and protests around the region generally. 

On Thursday, Mrs. Clinton announced the creation of a 
panel to investigate the attack. The panel, called an 
Accountability Review Board, will be led by Thomas R. 
Pickering, a veteran diplomat and former under secretary of 

state. The board is authorized by a 1986 law intended to 
strengthen security at United States diplomatic missions. 

“We are concerned first and foremost with our own 
people and facilities,” Mrs. Clinton said in an appearance at 
the State Department with the Indonesian foreign minister. 
“But we are concerned about the internal security in these 
countries, because ultimately, that puts at risk the men, women 
and children of these societies on a daily ongoing basis if 
actions are not taken to try to restore security and civil order.” 
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6. Iran’s Top Atomic Official Says Nation Issued False Nuclear Data To Fool Spies 
(NEW YORK TIMES 21 SEP 12) ... Rick Gladstone and Christine Hauser 

Iran’s top atomic energy official said in an article 
published Thursday that because of foreign espionage, his 
government had sometimes provided false information to 
protect its nuclear program, which Western powers and Israel 
have called a cloak to develop a nuclear weapons capacity. 

The official, Fereydoon Abbasi, a nuclear scientist who is 
the head of Iran’s Atomic Energy Organization, did not 
specify the nature of the false information. Nor did he specify 
when it had been presented or to whom. 

Mr. Abbasi’s remarks were quoted in an article on the 
Web site of Al Hayat, a pan-Arab newspaper in Britain that is 
considered the leading daily of the Arab diaspora. He talked 
this week with a correspondent for Al Hayat on the sidelines 
of a meeting in Vienna of the International Atomic Energy 
Agency, the nuclear monitor of the United Nations, which has 
repeatedly demanded that Iran provide unfettered access to its 
inspectors to resolve unanswered questions about the nature of 
the country’s nuclear work. 

Iran has defied the I.A.E.A.’s inspection demands as well 
as resolutions by the United Nations Security Council calling 
on Iran to halt all uranium enrichment until the agency’s 
unanswered questions are resolved. 

Accusing MI6, the British intelligence service, of spying 
on Iran’s nuclear program, Mr. Abbasi was quoted as saying, 
“We presented false information sometimes in order to protect 
our nuclear position and our achievements, as there is no other 
choice but to mislead foreign intelligence.” He was also 
quoted as saying that “sometimes we present a weakness that 
we do not in fact really have, and sometimes we appear to 
have power without having it.” 

The I.A.E.A., Mr. Abbasi was further quoted as saying, 
deals with Iran as if it is guilty and must “establish its 
innocence. And this is rejected. 

“Others accuse us, and the agency seeks to establish these 
accusations, like what happened with the regime of Saddam 
Hussein, wanting a legal framework by which to isolate Iran 
and toughen sanctions on it.” 

Gill Tudor, a spokeswoman for the agency, declined to 
comment on Mr. Abbasi’s quoted remarks, which were part of 
a news report on the Iranian nuclear issue, including a meeting 
on Tuesday in Istanbul between the top nuclear negotiators for 
Iran and the big powers. Both sides have said the meeting was 
constructive, but it was unclear when more talks would be 
held. 

Iran has consistently asserted that its uranium enrichment 
is for peaceful purposes and that, as a signatory to the Nuclear 
Nonproliferation Treaty, it has been transparent about all of its 

nuclear activities. But critics have long contended that Iran is 
untrustworthy on the nuclear issue. 

Iran hid the construction of its Natanz nuclear enrichment 
plant — until it was revealed by a dissident group — as well 
as its construction of centrifuges to enrich uranium, until 
inspectors acting on a tip found them behind a false wall in a 
Tehran clock factory. 

Iran revealed a deep underground site in 2009 only when 
it became clear that the West had discovered it and was about 
to announce its existence. 

Iranian officials have refused to answer questions about 
documents and computer files that suggest Iran has explored 
how to build a weapon and has researched explosive yields of 
different nuclear fuels. 

While Mr. Abbasi’s comments seemed to confirm that 
some of the answers Iran had provided were false, it remained 
unclear what kind of abilities it was hiding or overstating. 

Mr. Abbasi, who was the target of an assassination 
attempt two years ago in Tehran by what Iranian officials said 
were Israeli agents, said in a blunt speech at the I.A.E.A. 
meeting on Monday that the agency had been infiltrated by 
“terrorists and saboteurs.” He also disclosed two previously 
unreported bombings at Iran’s top uranium enrichment sites, 
suggesting that at least one may have been carried out based 
on information gained through compromised security within 
the I.A.E.A. 

The news media in Israel, where the government of Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has said it considered Iran its 
top threat and only months away from achieving atomic 
bombmaking capability, seized on Mr. Abbasi’s quoted 
remarks in Al Hayat and his speech, interpreting them as part 
of an Iranian strategy to further justify its rejection of I.A.E.A. 
inspection requests. 

But one Israeli analyst, Uzi Eilam, former director of the 
Israel Atomic Energy Commission, said it was unclear why 
Iran would admit to having issued false information. It is 
particularly perplexing at this stage in what has been a long-
running dispute that has escalated in recent months, as new 
Western sanctions have been imposed on Iran and as Israel has 
threatened a pre-emptive military strike on Iranian nuclear 
sites. 

“It could be that the lies and deceptions have become so 
transparent that they no longer have any choice and they are 
now forced to admit to that,” Mr. Eilam said on Israel Radio. 

Mr. Netanyahu’s publicly expressed concern about Iran’s 
nuclear work has caused new frictions with the Obama 
administration, which has refused his request to specify “red 
lines” of Iranian behavior that would justify a military attack 
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on Iran. President Obama and his aides have said there is still 
time for the sanctions and negotiations to help resolve the 
dispute. 

The Israeli leader has frequently cited public threats by 
Iran’s government to eradicate Israel as an underlying 
justification for his militant position toward Iran on the 
nuclear issue. 

For Iran’s part, its supreme leader, Ayatollah Ali 
Khamenei, has banned nuclear weapons as un-Islamic. 

Iranian officials also note that Israel is not a signatory to 
the nonproliferation treaty and possesses an unacknowledged 
stockpile of nuclear weapons. 

Jodi Rudoren contributed reporting from Jerusalem, 
David E. Sanger from Denver, and Dawlat Magdy from Cairo. 
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AFGHANISTAN: 
7. U.S. Surge Troops Out Of Afghanistan 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 20 SEP 12) ... Lolita C. Baldor 

AUCKLAND — Nearly two years after President Barack 
Obama ordered 33,000 more U.S. troops to Afghanistan to 
tamp down the escalating Taliban violence, the last of those 
surge troops have left the country, U.S. officials said 
Thursday. 

The withdrawal, which leaves 68,000 American forces in 
the warzone, comes as the security transition to Afghan forces 
is in trouble, threatened by a spike in so-called insider attacks 
in which Afghan Army and police troops, or insurgents 
dressed in their uniforms, have been attacking and killing U.S. 
and NATO forces. 

And it's called into question the core strategy that relies 
on NATO troops working shoulder to shoulder with Afghans, 
training them to take over the security of their own country so 
the U.S. and its allies can leave at the end of 2014 as planned. 

The number of U.S. forces there peaked at about 101,000 
last year, and they have been coming out slowly over the past 
several months. 

The surge was aimed at beating back the Taliban to give 
the Afghan government and its security forces the time and 
space to take hold. The key goal was to ensure that the Taliban 
did not regain a foothold in the country that could allow it 
once again to become a safe haven for terror groups. And 
there was hope that Taliban members would be willing to 
come to the peace table. 

Military commanders say the war strategy is on track and 
that they have made broad gains against the Taliban, wresting 
control of areas where the insurgents once had strong 
footholds. And U.S. Defense Secretary Leon Panetta has 
characterized the insider attacks as the last gasp of a desperate 
insurgency. 

But other top military leaders, including U.S. Gen. Martin 
Dempsey, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, are worried 
about the impact of the attacks on the troops. Dempsey called 
them a "very serious threat" to the war campaign and has 
declared that "something has to change." 
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8. Pakistan To Talk Counterterrorism With U.S., Afghans 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 20 SEP 12) ... Kimberly Dozier 

WASHINGTON — Pakistan's foreign minister revealed 
Thursday that her country would soon hold confidential talks 
with the United States and Afghanistan to improve a three-
way counterterrorism relationship beset by misunderstandings, 
including one over the Pakistan-based Haqqani network that 
Washington considers the greatest threat to Afghan stability. 
But she refused to say whether her government was ready to 
take any action against the militants. 

In an interview with The Associated Press, Hina Rabbani 
Khar said senior officials from the three countries have been 
instructed to come up with a strategy for repairing cooperation 
that has suffered since U.S.-Pakistani relations collapsed a 
year and half ago. That chill in relations was brought on by a 
CIA contractor's killing of two Pakistanis, the unilateral U.S. 
raid on Osama bin Laden's compound inside Pakistan and the 
accidental killing of 24 Pakistani troops in November by 
NATO forces. 

A key element of the talks will be to determine which 
militant groups can be persuaded to lay down their arms as 
part of an Afghan peace treaty — a crucial if so far lagging 
part of the U.S. strategy to stabilize the country as it 
withdraws forces over the next two years. 

"This has to be a joint effort to determine who is a threat 
... to determine how do we deal with those who are a threat, 
and how do we bring in those which are not," said Khar, who 

was in Washington on her first official visit since being 
appointed Pakistan's top diplomat last year. "We are willing to 
work with anyone against any forces which are a threat to 
peace and stability." 

Khar also addressed other contentious points in the U.S.-
Pakistani relationship, heaping scorn on the doctor who 
allegedly helped the U.S. track down bin Laden in Pakistan 
last year and defending her government's decision to declare a 
national holiday on Friday so people can demonstrate against 
an American-made Internet video that ridicules Islam. 

Lawmakers have been demanding tough Pakistani action 
on the Haqqani network, which the Obama administration 
formally designated as a terrorist body on Wednesday. 
Defense Secretary Leon Panetta told The Associated Press in 
August that he believed a Pakistani attack on the network 
would occur soon. 

A subsidiary of the Taliban and based in the remote North 
Waziristan region of Pakistan, the Haqqani network is 
responsible for several attacks in Kabul, Afghanistan, 
including last September's rocket-propelled grenade assault on 
the U.S. Embassy and NATO headquarters. American officials 
estimate it has 2,000 to 4,000 fighters and that it maintains 
close relationships with al-Qaida. 
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Khar dismissed the notion that Pakistan had any special 
responsibility to deal with the Haqqanis, lumping them in with 
the 5 million Afghan refugees in Pakistan. 

"We would be happy to send each one of them back and 
live in peace in Afghanistan," she said. But she refused to say 
whether her government would be willing in its three-way 
talks with the U.S. and Afghanistan to commit to taking on the 
Haqqanis militarily. 

The White House declined to comment on the 
counterterrorism talks, but U.S. officials familiar with the 
developments saw cause for optimism in the upcoming 
negotiations, which were worked out by President Barack 
Obama's chief Afghanistan and Pakistan advisers, Marc 
Grossman and Doug Lute, as well as Pentagon envoy Peter 
Lavoy, in a meeting last week with Pakistani President Asif 
Ali Zardari and Army chief Gen. Ashfaq Parvez Kayani. 

The "working group" on the militant issue will include top 
U.S. officials from the White House, State Department and 
Pentagon along with their Pakistani and Afghan counterparts, 
one current and one former U.S. official said. They spoke on 
condition of anonymity because they were not authorized to 
discuss the talks publicly. 

The U.S. and Pakistan also have been holding direct talks 
on other counterterrorism issues, including CIA drone strikes 
targeting militants in Pakistan's lawless tribal areas. Pakistan 
wants the drone strikes stopped — or it wants to control the 
drones directly — something the U.S. refuses. 

Those bilateral talks so far have produced no 
breakthroughs, U.S. and Pakistani officials say. 

The tensions between Pakistan and Afghanistan, 
meanwhile, were highlighted Thursday by Afghan Foreign 
Minister Zalmai Rassoul at a U.N. Security Council meeting. 
Rassoul called on Pakistan to end the shelling of the border 
province of Kunar in eastern Afghanistan, which he said has 
killed dozens of civilians. 

"Failure to end such attacks risks jeopardizing 
Afghanistan-Pakistan bilateral relations, with potential 
negative consequences for necessary bilateral cooperation for 
peace, security and economic development in our two 
countries and the wider region," he said. 

Many Pakistani Taliban fighters have fled to Kunar and 
surrounding areas after Pakistan's army pushed them out of its 
tribal region, taking advantage of the U.S. military's 
withdrawal of most of its forces from these Afghan border 
provinces in recent years. 

Jan Kubia, the U.N. secretary-general's special 
representative for Afghanistan, told the council that the 

transition of handing off security for the entire country to 
Afghan forces by 2014 is "on time and on track." 

Khar called the formation of the new working group a 
"turning point" that could produce progress on the other 
issues. 

But she made it clear that Islamabad wasn't simply going 
to do Washington's bidding, sharply criticizing Panetta for his 
comments about supposed Pakistani military operations. 

Khar said Panetta was speaking "beyond his scope." 
"He is obviously welcome to talk about what military 

action will take place by American troops," Khar said, but not 
Pakistan's. And she pointed a finger back at the United States 
for the "hundreds" of militants crossing the border from 
Afghanistan and "slaughtering our soldiers," including 17 
troops who were beheaded recently. 

Khar also sought to explain the Pakistani decision to 
declare Friday a national holiday, saying the "day of loving 
the prophet" would motivate the peaceful majority to 
demonstrate their love for the Prophet Muhammad and not 
allow extremists to turn it into a show of anger against the 
United States. 

On Thursday, more than 2,000 people tried to reach the 
guarded enclave housing the U.S. Embassy in Islamabad to 
protest the anti-Islam video. Riot police used tear gas and 
batons against stone-throwing demonstrators, some of whom 
carried flags from hardline Islamist and al-Qaida-linked 
groups. 

"We are very confident this will lessen the violence," 
Khar said, but acknowledged: "There will always be elements 
that will try to take advantage of these things." 

And she hit back at criticism from the Obama 
administration and Congress over the treatment of Shakil 
Afridi, the doctor who is said to have run a fake vaccination 
program for the CIA to collect DNA that might verify bin 
Laden's presence at the compound in Abbottabad where U.S. 
commandos found and killed him. Afridi was later convicted 
and sentenced to 33 years for high treason. 

"He did not know who he was working for or what he was 
trying to achieve, so this `great man' who was helping the 
world by assisting us to capture Osama bin Laden is a myth," 
Khar said. "He was up for hire by anyone who was paying 
him," she said, accusing him of links to an Islamist militant 
group and significantly setting back Pakistani efforts against 
polio. 

"For us, he's no hero, believe me," she said. "He is 
somebody whose activity has endangered our children." 
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ASIA – PACIFIC: 
9. U.S. Launches Test Flights Of Osprey Aircraft In Japan 
(KYODO NEWS 21 SEP 12) 

IWAKUNI, Japan -- U.S. Marine Corps MV-22 Osprey 
aircraft flew over Japan for the first time on Friday in test 
flights amid persistent safety concerns among local people, 
following the Japanese government's announcement 
Wednesday that they are safe to fly. 

The first two gray-painted Ospreys took off from the 
Marines' Iwakuni Air Station in Yamaguchi Prefecture one 
after the other in the morning. Both returned to the base by 

noon, without noticeable trouble. Two more took off in the 
early afternoon. 

The first two were seen flying in cruise mode with their 
twin rotors tilted forward over Shimonoseki in the prefecture. 

After test flights around the Iwakuni base, the Marines 
plan to begin full operation of the Ospreys, which can take off 
and land like a helicopter and cruise like a fixed-wing 
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airplane, in October at the Futenma Air Station in Okinawa 
Prefecture. 

Many people in Okinawa still oppose the deployment at 
the Futenma base, located in a crowded residential area, after 
two crashes of the aircraft overseas earlier this year. 

In Iwakuni, about 70 people gathered near the Marine 
base to protest against the test flights, holding up picket signs 
against the Osprey deployment. Some of them were also heard 
shouting, "Go away Ospreys," when the Ospreys took off from 
the base. 

"It's truly regrettable that (test flights) have begun while 
the concerns of the people of this prefecture have not been 
addressed," Yamaguchi Gov. Shigetaro Yamamoto told 
reporters. 

"The state should bear all the responsibilities for test 
flights now that they have begun on the basis of the state's 
safety declaration," he added. 

In a news conference in Tokyo, Chief Cabinet Secretary 
Osamu Fujimura stressed the government's readiness to seek 
acceptance from local governments in Okinawa. The 
government will "carefully" brief them on the meaning of the 
deployment and the aircraft's safety, he said. 

In Okinawa, Gov. Hirokazu Nakaima criticized the start 
of the Marines' test flights, reiterating his opposition to the 
planned Osprey deployment at the Futenma base. 

"I get the strong impression that things have been moved 
forward as if the deployment is a foregone conclusion 
although the people of this prefecture have strongly expressed 
their opposition," he said. 

To replace aging CH-46 helicopters at the Futenma base, 
12 Ospreys were unloaded at the Iwakuni air station on July 
23. The U.S. military had put off their test flights until the 
Japanese and U.S. governments looked into the causes of the 
recent crashes and struck a deal on safety measures. 

U.S. investigations into the accidents and the subsequent 
reviews of such probes by the Japanese government have 
concluded that the crashes in Morocco in April and in Florida 
in June were the result of human error. 

On Wednesday, the Japanese government declared that 
Ospreys are safe to fly in Japanese skies and that it has found 
no basis for thinking that Ospreys are particularly dangerous. 

The Japanese and U.S. governments also agreed on a set 
of measures to ensure the Osprey's safe operation, including 
altitude restrictions for flight training involving the aircraft. 

Return to Index 
 

10. Sleepy Islands And A Smoldering Dispute 
(NEW YORK TIMES 21 SEP 12) ... Martin Fackler and Ian Johnson 

ISHIGAKI, Japan — In the fishing harbor here, Japan has 
increased the number of sleek, white Coast Guard cutters to 
fend off the Chinese patrol boats that have stepped up their 
challenge of Japan’s control of disputed nearby islands, one 
sign of a smoldering conflict that has threatened relations 
between Asia’s two giants. 

But even here in Ishigaki, at the southern edge of Japan 
closest to the contested territory, many fear that the heated 
showdown may scare off other, more welcome Chinese 
visitors: tourists who sustain the town’s resort-based economy. 

The conflicted feelings are emblematic of the quandary 
both nations face as they once again clash over sovereignty of 
the uninhabited islands in the East China Sea known as 
Senkaku in Japan and Diaoyu in China. Neither nation can 
afford to appear to back down over territorial claims that 
speak volumes about the countries’ often tortured history since 
Japan’s brutal invasion of China. But they also cannot ignore 
their more modern history, in which businesses have brushed 
past political wariness to build a web of ties in trade and 
investment that are critical to both economies’ well-being. 

“The huge contradiction at the center of Japanese-Chinese 
relations is the fact that politics and the economics are moving 
in completely opposite directions,” said Kazuko Mori, a China 
specialist at Waseda University in Tokyo. 

Those economic ties may help explain why the Japanese 
government has remained so reticent, even as demonstrators in 
China vandalized Japanese-owned businesses this week. They 
may also explain why China — after at least tolerating, if not 
encouraging, protests in recent weeks — has taken steps to 
end the protests and prosecute rioters. 

According to Japan’s Finance Ministry, China was 
Japan’s largest trading partner last year, and Japan is China’s 
second-biggest trading partner after the United States. Japan is 
also China’s largest outside investor, with Japanese companies 

directly or indirectly employing about 10 million Chinese, 
according to a Japanese lobby group. 

Perhaps as important as the volume of the trade and 
investment, though, is how complementary the two countries’ 
industries are. 

Japan’s still formidable lead in technology allows it to 
provide much of the production machinery in Chinese 
factories and many of the core components in Chinese-made 
products that have helped make China’s rise possible. Japan’s 
struggling electronics companies, in turn, have become 
dependent on sales to China’s lower-cost manufacturers, 
which use Japanese memory chips, display panels and other 
parts in many of their high-tech products. 

The iPhone is just one example. Although the phones are 
assembled in China, many of their most sophisticated parts are 
supplied by Japanese companies like Toshiba and TDK. 
Japanese content is so high that there were even calls during 
the recent anti-Japan protests to boycott the iPhone, according 
to Japanese news reports. 

Beyond that, low-priced Chinese goods have become an 
important part of coping in economically stagnant Japan, 
embraced by consumers weary of declining wages and living 
standards. 

“We disagree on the islands,” said Sachie Misawa, who 
shopped this week at a store in Tokyo that sells affordable 
Chinese-made clothing. “But shopping for clothes is another 
matter entirely. Chinese-made products are cheap and good, so 
I am a loyal customer.” 

In the short term, such sentiments may help cool the 
dispute. But the problem, according to Victoria Hui, a scholar 
of Chinese government and protests at the University of Notre 
Dame, is that China’s government does not seem to have an 
easy exit strategy from the tensions. Unless Japan surrenders 
control of the islands, a virtual impossibility, the Chinese 
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government will have no successes to show, which could 
make it seem weak. 

“Japan is unlikely to do anything that will make the 
Chinese happy,” she said. “How do you put the genie back in 
the bottle?” 

The islands at the heart of the dispute are a seven-hour 
voyage from this tropical port town. They are controlled by 
Japan, but claimed by both China and Taiwan and have been a 
festering problem for years. 

The hard feelings are partly over history: Japan staked its 
claims in the late 1800s, in what the Chinese see as one of the 
aspiring imperial power’s earliest attempts to impose its will 
on the region. The territorial contest is also over resources; 
studies in recent decades have suggested a possible wealth of 
oil beneath the waters surrounding the islands. 

The issue has been compounded in recent years by 
Japan’s increasing feelings not only of threat from its more 
assertive neighbor, but also of loss as China has surged past it, 
displacing Japan as the world’s second-largest economy. 

Politics has also added to the combustible mixture. China 
is on the brink of a once-in-a-decade shift in leadership that 
has not been going well, with a top party official vanquished 
by a scandal over his wife’s murder of an English 
businessman, and his own grab for power. 

Japan, for its part, has had a series of weak governments 
that some analysts, including Professor Mori, say have 
allowed a small but vocal group of nationalists to drive the 
agenda on the islands instead of doing more to convince the 
public that confrontation is against the country’s best interests. 
Japanese leaders have also been constrained by public opinion, 
which has slowly turned against China. 

“The leadership often cannot control these emotions, 
because they cannot afford politically to look weak,” Professor 
Mori said. 

The conflict flared this time as Japan announced plans to 
buy the privately owned islands, a move that the government 
said was meant to stop a nationalistic governor from doing so 
and possibly worsening the conflict. But Chinese officials and 
protesters scoffed at that explanation, saying the 
nationalization was meant to solidify Japan’s claim. 

The raging emotions at the protests in dozens of Chinese 
cities, which caused some business giants like Toyota to close 
temporarily, were enough of a shock that business leaders in 
Japan have begun to urge the government to try to quash the 
conflict. 

“We must get the economic relations back on track,” 
Hiromasa Yonekura, the chairman of Japan’s largest business 
lobby group, the Keidanren, told reporters on Wednesday after 
a trip to Beijing was canceled because of the protests. 

And just-released data in the Chinese news media show 
that trade may already be slowing. During the first eight 
months of the year, trade fell 1.4 percent to $218.7 billion, 
according to data from the General Administration of 
Customs, after increasing 14.3 percent last year. Officials said 
the slowing world economy was partly responsible, but also 
blamed concerns over political issues. The government said 
the growth of investment from Japan in China also slowed, 
growing 16 percent in the first eight months of the year 
compared with a 50 percent rise in the same period last year as 
Japanese companies seek out countries with even cheaper 
work forces and less-touchy diplomatic relations. 

While the two countries are mutually dependent 
economically, some analysts in both places warn that Japan is 
overly dependent on China. Automakers, electronics 
companies and even supermarkets and convenience stores 
have begun investing heavily in China in part to escape 
shrinking demand at home. 

“China and Japan need each other, but honestly speaking, 
Japan needs China more,” said Kazuo Yukawa, a professor at 
Asia University in Tokyo. “So Japanese feel torn. They want 
to defend their territory, but few would say to do so at the 
expense of business.” 

Still, even some of those who have been hurt by the 
tensions understand the geopolitics driving the problem. Lin 
Shu Ying — a Chinese travel agent in Tokyo who has been 
overwhelmed by cancellations by Japanese bound for China 
— suspects that the protests will drive Japan to reconsider its 
reliance on China. 

Indeed, the trade ministry has been working to reduce 
Japan’s near-total reliance on China for so-called rare earths, 
metals used to make modern electronics, since China cut off 
shipments in a diplomatic showdown two years ago over the 
same islands. 

“China will remain an important source,” said Satoshi 
Hashimoto, a deputy director at the trade ministry, “but we 
learned that it is dangerous to be overdependent on it.” 

Martin Fackler reported from Ishigaki, and Ian Johnson 
from Beijing. Makiko Inoue and Hisako Ueno contributed 
reporting from Tokyo, and Mia Li from Beijing. 
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11. Japan Makes A Shift To The Right 
Foreign and military stances may get tougher because of China 
(WASHINGTON POST 21 SEP 12) ... Chico Harlan 

TOKYO — Japan is in the midst of a gradual but 
significant shift to the right, acting more confrontationally in 
the region than at any time since World War II. 

The shift applies strictly to Japan’s foreign policy and 
military strategy, not social issues, and has been driven both 
by China’s rapid maritime expansion — particularly its 
emphatic claims on contested territory — and by a growing 
sense here that Japan should recover the clout squandered 
amid two lost decades of economic stagnation. 

Japan’s shift can be seen in an increasingly muscular role 
for the nation’s Self-Defense Forces (SDF), in a push among 

mainstream politicians to revise key portions of the pacifist 
constitution and in a new willingness to clash with China, 
particularly in the East China Sea, where U.S. Defense 
Secretary Leon E. Panetta said this week he was “concerned 
about conflict.” 

But analysts stress that Japan, even with its rightward 
shift, still remains ambivalent about its military; Japan is 
merely moving toward the center, they say, after decades of 
being perhaps the world’s most pacifist advanced nation. 

“The post-World War II Japan policy was to be low-key 
and cooperation-oriented,” said Narushige Michishita, a self- 
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described moderate and a security expert at the National 
Graduate Institute for Policy Studies in Tokyo. “We tried to 
avoid any confrontation or friction with surrounding countries. 
. . . But there’s a widespread feeling in the minds of Japanese 
people that being nice didn’t work out.” 

Polls suggest Japanese are increasingly concerned about 
security and feel their country faces an outside threat. 
According to government data collected earlier this year, 25 
percent think Japan should increase its military strength, 
compared with 14 percent three years ago and 8 percent in 
1991. 

That shift in thinking is reflected in Japan’s leaders, 
including hawkish Prime Minister Yoshihiko Noda, son of an 
SDF member, who has restored the U.S.-Japan security 
alliance as the “foundation” of Tokyo’s foreign policy. That’s 
a stark shift from three years ago, when then-leader Yukio 
Hatoyama frayed ties with Washington and dreamed of a 
harmonious “East Asian community” that included China. 

But Noda, unpopular and likely facing an election in the 
upcoming months, is a relative moderate compared with those 
lining up to take his place. Front-runner Shigeru Ishiba, of the 
Liberal Democratic Party, said in a recent interview with the 
Wall Street Journal that the SDF should be able to fire 
warning shots against maritime intruders; currently, the SDF 
yields to the Coast Guard to handle incursions. Another top 
candidate, Nobuteru Ishihara, son of China-baiting Tokyo 
Gov. Shintaro Ishihara, said recently that part of the country 
“will be snatched” if Japan is off guard. 

Some of the get-tough-on-China talk, surging this summer 
amid a recent territorial dispute, merely caters to Japan’s small 
and vocal group of nationalists. But such security issues have 
also “become more important to common people as well,” said 
Yuichi Hosoya, a professor of international politics at Keio 
University, and no politician can ignore that. 

No matter who follows Noda as prime minister, Hosoya 
said, Japan will move further to the right. 

Tensions Escalate 
The most obvious sign of Japan’s new security concerns 

came two years ago, under then-Prime Minister Naoto Kan, 
when the country overhauled its defense strategy, turning its 
attention to China’s expanding naval threat and promising 
greater surveillance of the southwestern island chain that 
marks a tense maritime border between the neighbors. 

The strategy pinpointed Beijing as a chief security 
concern, and tensions have only escalated this summer as the 
countries have sparred over a collection of remote, 
uninhabitable islands and the waters around them. 

Although the disputes over these islands go back 
centuries, experts say that Japan is taking unprecedented steps 
to boldly state its claims and monitor its waters, with heavy 
investments in helicopters and airplanes that can transport 
SDF members to a maritime crisis. 

Additionally, Japan by 2015 plans to deploy troops on 
southwestern Yonaguni Island, in the East China Sea. A 
defense ministry spokesman said that this will be the first time 
Japan will station ground troops anywhere in the “first island 
chain” that runs from Okinawa to Taiwan and that also 
includes the Senkaku Islands, owned by Japan but claimed 
also by China and Taiwan. 

“It has now become the highest priority . . . to figure out 
how to reinforce the defense of Japan’s southwestern region 

along this first island chain,” Defense Minister Satoshi 
Morimoto said in a recent interview. 

Morimoto, however, said that he does not think Japanese 
support flagrant use of force, and he rejected the idea that 
Japan is moving toward the right. Conducting “military 
activities that pose an unnecessary threat to surrounding 
countries,” Morimoto said, “would only damage the stability 
of the region.” 

China says Japan has already caused damage a different 
way — with its move last week to nationalized the Senkaku 
Islands, which the central government bought from a private 
owner. China blasted the “illegal” move and sent six ships into 
Japanese waters, all while Chinese staged anti-Japanese 
protests in more than 50 cities. The purchase, a commentary in 
the China’s state-run Xinhua news agency said, indicates that 
“Japan has not shown any sincere regret for past invasions, but 
is, instead, attempting to recover its pre-defeat prestige.” 

Overhauling Article 9? 
A legacy of its retreat from militancy after World War II, 

Japan’s constitution, with the two-paragraph Article 9, 
renounces war and promises to never maintain land, sea and 
air forces. Article 9 has never been changed, but its 
interpretation has been loosened, most clearly in 1954, when 
Japan established the SDF for the purpose of protecting its 
own land. 

Still, the SDF, as a defense-only unit, faces profound 
restrictions. It has no long-range missiles or aircraft carriers. 
Though it takes part in peacekeeping missions overseas, it 
can’t join in combat to defend an ally. 

But there’s a growing push to change this restriction on 
“collective self-defense,” as it’s known. Noda favors a change, 
as does Toru Hashimoto, the country’s most popular 
politician, who recently launched a new national party. 
Meantime, the Liberal Democratic Party, likely to assume 
power after Noda, has taken an even bolder step, laying out a 
re-drafted constitution that overhauls Article 9, provides the 
right to collective self-defense and “make[s] Japan a truly 
sovereign state.” 

Japan’s constitution has never been changed, and any 
revision would require a two-thirds majority in both houses of 
parliament, as well as a national referendum. Some Japanese 
politicians, experts note, have pushed for decades for changes 
in the pacifist clauses of the constitution, but opposition now 
has become less vocal. 

“I don’t see the tipping point yet for constitutional 
change” because any change requires profound consensus, 
said Masashi Nishihara, president of the Research Institute for 
Peace and Security in Tokyo. “But we are moving in that 
direction.” 

Nishihara pointed to several smaller steps that indicate 
Japan’s willingness to push the boundaries of its constitution. 

Japan last year relaxed a long-standing ban on weapons 
exports. In June, it passed a law permitting military space 
satellites and other surveillance, which had previously been 
prohibited. Japan’s SDF this month is also taking part in U.S.-
led minesweeping exercises in the Strait of Hormuz. 

“The pacifist sentiment is still strong enough to impact 
Japanese government policy,” Nishihara said. “So the 
government has to be careful. It has to move very slowly.” 

Yuki Oda contributed to this report. 
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12. Experts Paint Gloomy Picture on South China Sea Conflict 
Experts Say Possibility of Conflicts Between ASEAN Members Increases 
(JAKARTA POST 21 SEP 12) 

As China's military power grows, the potential for 
conflicts between members of the Association of South East 
Asian Nations (ASEAN) may increase, and finding solutions 
within the grouping could become more difficult, experts have 
said. 

Andi Widjajanto, a defense expert at the University of 
Indonesia (UI), said that as China grew to become more 
assertive, some ASEAN members would predictably lean 
toward the United States, while others would align themselves 
with the Asian superpower. 

He said for ASEAN countries there would be no escaping 
China's shifting military strategy from defense to offense. 

"The increase in China's military power will affect 
ASEAN unity, as the member states will be divided between 
the two main powers due to their different interests," Andi 
said during an international seminar on security in the South 
China Sea. 

Andi said that besides its growing military power, China's 
economic power could lure countries in the region to come 
under its sphere of influence. 

"For non-claimant countries, such as Cambodia, the 
interest does not lie in the South China Sea. They are more 
interested in what they can get from China's economic power," 
he said. 

Amid the stand-off, Indonesia can play a significant role 
by becoming a go-between, offering diplomatic initiatives to 
prevent future tensions in the region. 

Indonesia's influence was, however, limited, Andi said. 
"It is not possible to persuade China to withdraw its claim 

over the South China Sea and the role we can play would not 
produce a solution as such. But we could delay, and perhaps 
prevent, a conflict from occurring," he added. 

Jose Tavares, director of ASEAN political and security 
cooperation at the Foreign Ministry, concurred with this view, 
saying that international and regional organizations could play 
a mediating role, but they were not best placed to find a 
permanent solution to the territorial dispute. 

"They are not in themselves avenues for a definitive 
resolution of territorial disputes," Tavarez said. 

During the past two years, tensions have heightened over 
the South China Sea issue. 

In 2010, Vietnam accused China of cutting their 
exploration cables on one of its oil survey ships. 

Tensions worsened when the Philippines announced their 
new exploration licenses for petroleum blocks off the 
country's Palawan Island in February 2012. 

The exploration sparked protests from China. 
In March 2012, the standoff escalated when 23 

Vietnamese fishermen were arrested by Chinese officials for 
illegal fishing and poaching near the Paracel islands. 

The most serious incident, however, occurred in April 
2012, when several Chinese fishing vessels anchored at the 
Scarborough Shoal, followed by attempted arrests by the 
Philippines' Navy seals. 

Ralf Emmers from the S. Rajaratnam School of 
International Studies said the South China Sea standoff was 
worrying not only because it involved areas rich in natural 
resources but also due to its strategic value for international 
maritime trade. 

Emmers said the conflict was sparked by U.S. interest in 
preserving the principle of the freedom of navigation on the 
high seas, in light of China's rising naval capabilities and 
renewed assertiveness. 

He said increasing Chinese naval power could be used to 
back up its territorial claims. 

"The United States could go to war in the Asia Pacific 
over the freedom of navigation principle. This freedom is a 
key principle over which the U.S. will not allow any 
concessions," Emmers said. 

While the U.S. wanted this point to be highlighted at 
ASEAN forums, it remained highly problematic for China as 
they were concerned about the attempt at internationalizing 
the South China Sea, preferring instead to discuss these 
matters bilaterally with smaller Southeast Asian claimants, 
Emmers added. 

Return to Index 
 

13. Obama’s Journey To Tougher Tack On A Rising China 
(NEW YORK TIMES 21 SEP 12) ... Mark Landler 

WASHINGTON — President Obama’s patience with 
China had been fraying for months, and by November 2010 he 
was fed up. Meeting with President Hu Jintao in Seoul, South 
Korea, Mr. Obama warned that if China did not do more to 
curb North Korea’s bellicose behavior, he would have to take 
steps to shield the United States from the threat of a nuclear 
missile attack from the North. 

For the first time in a half dozen stilted encounters, Mr. 
Obama seemed to get through to the bland, tightly scripted 
Chinese leader. Mr. Hu dropped his talking points and asked 
Mr. Obama to clarify what he meant, according to two people 
who were in the room. The president’s answer included a clear 
hint that the United States would move warships to the seas 

off China, a step sure to antagonize the increasingly 
nationalistic Chinese. 

“Obama pulled back the veil,” said Jeffrey A. Bader, the 
president’s chief adviser on China at the time, who was one of 
those in the room. He added that Mr. Obama’s warning 
prodded the Chinese president to send a senior diplomat to 
lean on North Korea’s leader, Kim Jong-il. 

The tense exchange, Mr. Bader and other officials said, 
was a turning point in the president’s complex relationship 
with China, a journey that began with hope and 
accommodation but fell into disillusionment after Beijing 
started flexing its muscles on trade and military questions and 
proved to be a truculent partner on a variety of global issues. 
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As Mr. Obama runs for re-election, his tougher line 
toward Beijing is showing itself on several fronts. The White 
House has filed two major cases in the past three months 
against China at the World Trade Organization, both of which 
Mr. Obama promoted to autoworkers in the Rust Belt. On the 
same day as the latest trade action, Defense Secretary Leon E. 
Panetta announced plans in Tokyo to help Japan deploy a new 
missile-defense system, which has aroused suspicion in 
Beijing. 

With Mitt Romney charging that Mr. Obama has not 
stood up enough to Chinese leaders, China has suddenly 
become a focal point in the presidential campaign, one that 
encompasses both security and economic concerns and puts to 
the test the president’s management of a crucial, and 
occasionally combustible, relationship. 

Mr. Obama’s blunt warning in Seoul presaged what may 
end up as the most consequential foreign policy initiative of 
his presidency: the shift of American focus from the 
battlefields of Iraq and Afghanistan to the Pacific Rim, where 
the United States has shored up alliances with Japan and South 
Korea,opened the door to Myanmar, and sent Marines to 
Australia. While the new focus has rattled allies in Europe, the 
emergence of a counterweight to a rising China has been 
greeted with enthusiasm in Asia. 

“Time and time again, I had leaders — I mean, I’m 
talking about the highest leaders — essentially say: ‘Thank 
goodness. Thank you. I’m so pleased you’re here. We were 
worried about America,’ ” Secretary of State Hillary Rodham 
Clinton, who played a significant role in shaping the 
president’s approach to China, said in an interview. 

Mr. Obama’s turn to Asia was not precisely what he had 
in mind when he entered office. The shift emerged in fits and 
starts, after a first year in which critics, including the 
president’s aides, concluded that the United States had been 
too soft on China. In interviews, a dozen current and former 
administration officials described a White House that 
struggled to find the right tone with Beijing. 

From his decision not to meet with the Dalai Lama in 
2009 to his tightly constrained first trip to China, the president 
accommodated Chinese leaders in the hopes that the moves 
would translate into good will on issues like climate change or 
Iran’s nuclear program. 

They did not. China spurned the United States on climate 
change standards, dragged its feet on efforts to pressure Iran 
and began bullying its neighbors over territorial claims in the 
South China Sea. That last development, in particular, 
persuaded the administration that the time for accommodation 
had come to an end. 

“I certainly think we tested the limit of how far you can 
get with China through positive engagement,” said Benjamin 
J. Rhodes, a deputy national security adviser. “We needed to 
toughen our line in Year 2, and we did that.” 

At the center of the internal debate on China was a 
president, who despite being born in Hawaii and spending 
childhood years in Indonesia, is less beguiled by China’s 
history and culture than many of his predecessors were, aides 
said. Once in office, they said, Mr. Obama came to view 
China primarily through an economic prism. He is angry at 
what he sees as Beijing’s refusal to play by the rules in trade, 
and frustrated by the United States’ lack of leverage to do 
anything about it. 

In meetings, Mr. Obama liked to tease two of his advisers, 
Mr. Bader and Lawrence H. Summers, who had helped 
negotiate China’s entry into the World Trade Organization 
during the administration of Bill Clinton. “Did you guys give 
away too much?” he asked them, according to a senior aide, 
who described it as “a running joke.” 

To some extent, Mr. Obama’s learning curve on China 
parallels his early outreach to Iran: an initial hope that old 
adversaries could put aside their differences, followed by a 
jolting recognition of reality and the ultimate adoption of a 
realpolitik approach. The difference, officials argue, is that in 
this case the tougher line has led not to stalemate but to a 
constructive give-and-take with a country bound to rub up 
against the United States. 

“Despite it all, China has been an increasingly responsible 
actor on Iran,” said James B. Steinberg, a former deputy 
secretary of state who made a number of trips to Beijing to air 
American concerns. “Despite some wobbles, they’ve played a 
positive role in constraining North Korea at times of crisis.” 

The president’s Asia agenda, however, raises many 
questions. With deep cuts in the military budget looming, 
critics question whether the United States has the money to 
back up its words. A Pentagon preoccupied by Afghanistan 
and Iraq has done little planning to shift troops or ships — so 
little, in fact, that a Navy commander was called to the White 
House for his first meeting after Mr. Obama had already laid 
out the broader strategy. 

America’s eastward shift has left the Chinese deeply 
suspicious of American motives, with some analysts in China 
arguing that the United States is trying to encircle the country. 
For all the talk of give-and-take, the Chinese rebuffed Mrs. 
Clinton during her recent visit to Beijing when she raised the 
disputes over the South China Sea. 

“The Chinese feel a bit whiplashed,” said Michael J. 
Green, an Asia policy maker in the administration of George 
W. Bush who is now at the Center for Strategic and 
International Studies. “The hope and change of the first year, 
followed by the sharp-edged push-back of the second year, all 
of this, to the Chinese, looks like gross inconsistency and 
unpredictability.” 

The President’s Asia 
It is little surprise that Mr. Obama would look east. The 

president’s Asia, however, lies not on the wind-swept 
ramparts of the Great Wall of China but in the tropical swelter 
of Singapore and Indonesia. He identifies more with the 
languid rhythms of Jakarta, aides say, than with the crackling 
energy of Shanghai. 

An adviser recalled a breakfast at a summit meeting in 
Toronto in 2010 that Mr. Obama shared with President Susilo 
Bambang Yudhoyono of Indonesia, which was so relaxed and 
serene that afterward the president’s hyperactive chief of staff, 
Rahm Emanuel, told him, “Now I see what your Asianness is 
about.” 

Despite his preferences, Mr. Obama was determined not 
to antagonize China when he ran for president in 2008. Unlike 
Mr. Clinton, who referred to China’s leaders as the “butchers 
of Beijing” in 1992, Mr. Obama said little about China, and 
his thin record on foreign policy left few clues for the Chinese 
to size him up. 

“We tried to introduce him as the first Asia-Pacific 
president,” said Jon M. Huntsman Jr., who was ambassador to 
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China from 2009 to 2011, before resigning to run for the 
Republican presidential nomination. Mr. Huntsman said that 
in exchanges with Chinese officials, Mr. Obama was highly 
effective. “But the Chinese were perplexed by President 
Obama,” he said. “Where does he come from? What does he 
think? He remained a bit of a cipher.” 

With the president focused on priorities like Afghanistan 
and Iran in the early days of his administration, other officials 
rushed to stake their claim to China. Thomas E. Donilon, who 
later became national security adviser, spoke of a 
“rebalancing” to Asia from the Middle East. Mrs. Clinton, 
eager to reassert the State Department’s role on China, made 
her first trip there. 

Before landing in Beijing, however, Mrs. Clinton 
appeared to sideline the issue of human rights, saying she did 
not see the value of lodging pro forma protests with the 
Chinese in return for predictable responses. (She quickly 
changed course.) 

Then, a few months later, Mr. Obama declined to meet 
with the Dalai Lama when he visited the United States. The 
sticking point was not the meeting but the timing — in 
October 2009, a month before Mr. Obama was to make his 
first trip as president to Beijing. Officials involved in the 
decision now express regret for not going ahead with the 
meeting. 

“We hadn’t reckoned with the way people in Washington 
set up litmus tests,” Mr. Bader said. “Maybe we should have.” 

The optics did not improve on Mr. Obama’s trip, which 
the Chinese stage-managed, allowing no questions after a joint 
news conference with Mr. Hu. White House officials said the 
trip was more successful than the news coverage suggested, 
but they do not dispute that the lasting impression was of a 
fast-rising power — the holder of $1 trillion in American debt 
— pushing back on a beleaguered United States. 

Not all of Mr. Obama’s first year was conciliatory. In 
September 2009, he imposed a tariff on China for dumping 
tires into the American market. The administration also kept 
pressure on Beijing to revalue its currency, though it did not 
label China a currency manipulator. This showed what former 
aides described as the “Chicago pol” side of Mr. Obama, who 
views China as a threat to American jobs. 

An aide recalled briefing the president in early 2011 
before a state visit by Mr. Hu on an array of diplomatic and 
human rights issues. Impatiently, Mr. Obama said, “The only 
thing people care about is the economic issues.” 

Drawing a Line 
For a president with Southeast Asian sympathies, 

however, the tensions over the South China Sea were hard to 
ignore. At a meeting in May 2010, China’s top foreign affairs 
official, Dai Bingguo, told a stunned Mrs. Clinton that Beijing 

regarded vast swaths of the sea, which it shares with Vietnam, 
the Philippines and other neighbors, as its territory. The 
economic stakes are great, given the resources beneath the 
sea’s surface. 

“China had been on a charm offensive and had really been 
making inroads with their neighbors in kind of soothing fears 
and showing restraint,” Mrs. Clinton said. “And then I think 
that the Chinese began to flex their muscles.” 

The White House decided to draw a line. Two months 
later, Mrs. Clinton, working with Mr. Bader and Kurt M. 
Campbell, the hard-charging assistant secretary for East Asia 
in the State Department, sprang a surprise. At a summit 
meeting in Hanoi, Vietnam, she declared that the United States 
would take an interest in resolving disputes over the sea. 
China was livid, while Vietnam and the Philippines felt that 
they had a potent new backer. 

China also underlies Mr. Obama’s opening to Myanmar. 
During the long estrangement between the United States and 
its military dictators, China set out to turn the isolated country, 
also known as Burma, into a colonial outpost. On Wednesday, 
Mr. Obama welcomed Myanmar’s opposition leader, Daw 
Aung San Suu Kyi, to the White House. 

Mr. Campbell rejected the suggestion that the United 
States was pursuing a cold-war-style containment of China, 
saying that the notion was “simplistic and wrong.” At the 
same time, he said, “the Chinese respect strength, 
determination and strategy.” 

Exhibit A in that approach, he and others said, is the 
tortuous but ultimately successful negotiation over the 
dissident Chen Guangcheng, who sought refuge in the 
American Embassy in Beijing and was allowed to fly to New 
York. 

With China embroiled in a leadership transition, Beijing 
now sometimes sounds like the beleaguered party. Over lunch 
with Mr. Donilon in Beijing recently, China’s foreign 
minister, Yang Jiechi, complained about being pressured over 
the South China Sea. “Big countries can get bullied by little 
countries,” Mr. Yang said, according to a senior aide who was 
in the room. 

But China shows few signs of backing down. It filed its 
own case at the World Trade Organization against the United 
States on the same day as Mr. Obama’s latest action. And 
when Mr. Panetta met in Beijing with China’s presumed next 
leader, Xi Jinping, he got an earful on a territorial dispute 
involving tiny islands claimed by Japan and China. 

Looking back, some former officials argue that it was not 
Mr. Obama who changed, but the Chinese. “People say we got 
mugged by reality,” Mr. Bader said. “No, the Chinese behaved 
differently in 2010, and what we did reflected their behavior.” 
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14. S. Korea Navy Fires Warning Shots At North Fishing Boats 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 21 SEP 12) 

The South Korean Navy fired warning shots Friday at half 
a dozen North Korean fishing vessels that crossed their 
disputed Yellow Sea border, the defence ministry said. 

The six North Korean boats swiftly returned to their side 
of the western sea boundary after the incident, a ministry 
spokesman told AFP. 

"Dozens of Vulcan machine gun rounds were fired into 
waters near North Korean fishing boats which violated the sea 
border," the spokesman said. 

"The operation, involving two naval patrol ships, began 
around 3:00 pm (0600 GMT) after our side broadcast warning 
messages. All North Korean boats had retreated by 4:00 pm," 
he said. 
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There was no immediate comment from the North Korean 
side. 

The incident, which occurred close to Yeonpyeong island 
on the South side of the border, was the latest in a series of 
incursions by North Korean fishing vessels in recent weeks. 

Earlier Friday, Yonhap had quoted an unidentified senior 
military official as saying the Navy would take action if the 
incursions continued. 

"If North Korean boats repeatedly cross (the border) for 
fishing, the military will promptly and sternly respond, 
without hesitation," the official said. 

The de-facto maritime boundary between the two Koreas 
-- the Northern Limit Line -- is not recognised by Pyongyang, 
which argues it was unilaterally drawn by the U.S.-led United 
Nations forces after the 1950-53 Korean War. 

The two Koreas remain technically at war since the 
Korean War was concluded with a truce rather than a peace 
treaty, and small border incidents in the past have been known 
to escalate swiftly. 

The maritime boundary was the scene of deadly naval 
clashes in 1999, 2002 and 2009. 

Cross-border tensions have been especially high since the 
South accused the North of torpedoing one of its warships 
with the loss of 46 lives in March 2010. 

The North angrily denied involvement but went on to 
shell Yeonpyeong island in November of the same year. The 
attack killed four South Koreans and briefly sparked fears of a 
full-scale conflict. 

The South subsequently strengthened manpower and 
weaponry on its frontline islands to forestall any fresh assault. 
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PERSONNEL: 
15. Invisible War Wounds Can Leave Very Deep Scars 
(MILITARY UPDATE 20 SEP 12) ... Tom Philpott 

On the stage, seated with a small group of wounded 
warriors sharing stories of grievous injuries and inspirational 
recoveries, is an attractive young woman with short and 
spiked blond hair. 

When it's her turn to speak, she does so confidently and 
with a pleasing southern drawl. Tara Dixon introduces herself 
as an Army Reserve major and a board-certified trauma 
surgeon with special training to care for burn victims. 

Dixon got some of her surgical training at John Hopkins 
University in Baltimore and some more at the University of 
Southern California. She spent two tours in Iraq, she explains, 
one during "the surge" at the end of the Bush administration 
and another in 2010. 

At this point, listeners assume Dixon is part of this 
"Fireside Chat" at the MOAA/NDIA Warrior-Family 
Symposium in Washington D.C., to give a physician's 
perspective of the trauma warriors suffer and how, through 
timely care, they can survive and thrive. There are, after all, so 
many incredible stories that have already been presented. 
(Watch videos at: http://www.moaa.org/wfs/) 

But Dixon's story is not what we assume. It is so much 
more revealing about the impact of wartime trauma. Given her 
burn and trauma training, Dixon was based far forward, "as I 
like to say that means the guys in the tent…working really 
hard to take care of our coalition forces as well as our Iraqi 
allies and occasionally some civilians and bad guys." 

Surgeons forward, she says, must decide "who needs their 
leg amputated right away versus risking them bleeding to 
death [and] hours away from Baghdad or certainly from 
Germany or any what you would call real medicine…That was 
my job, my task and my privilege to make those decisions," 
she says. U.S. medical forces forward, she assures us, are 
"incomparable to anything that we have every done, and 
certainly better than anybody in the world." 

That confident tone begins to retreat as Dixon moves on 
to "some things that I wasn't expecting." For the enemy in 
Iraq, this is "not a Geneva Convention war." Red crosses on 
medical tents are targets for mortar rounds and therefore must 
be removed. "We got bombed a lot," Dixon says. 

Iraq also was different, she adds, because a guy you ate 
breakfast with would become "the guy a few hours later you're 
trying to repair a hole in his heart or liver or to re-sect his 
bowel." As a stateside surgeon, she says, "I don't know the 
people who get shot or stabbed or fall off of buildings. They 
come to me [as] complete strangers. It is a little different to 
deal with than someone who has been a comrade and a 
brother." 

Then there is the unfathomable practice of the enemy to 
use children to get inside a base, perhaps to gain intelligence 
or just to reach allied forces with a bomb strapped to their 
chests. 

"They knew that we had a soft spot for the locals…so we 
would occasionally see these two-month olds, or two-year 
olds, brought to us after either being dunked in boiling water 
or hands and feet burned. And that twists in your head," says 
Dixon softly. "You're like, ‘This poor little kid was tortured 
because his daddy wanted to kill me.’” 

At this point in her story, simultaneous with asking 
ourselves how anyone has the strength to handle this, we 
realize Dixon is being brave all over again by telling us she 
didn't. She's a wounded warrior too, her mind and body 
fractured by constant assault through two wartime tours. 

Adding to the stress, she continues, was having to see "a 
lot of military sexual trauma unfortunately, the green on green 
that goes on over there. That I was not expecting. 

"So I did real well in serving over there," she adds. "Made 
it back in one piece physically. Had a hundred-percent save 
rate in both of my tours. I never lost a coalition force." 

The supportive applause ends and Dixon tries to continue. 
"But the toll it took on me personally was more…" Her 

throat tightens with emotion and tears appear for the first time, 
and not on her face alone. 

"I was," she says, pausing and starting again. "PTSD takes 
many different forms. And part of it is the things you've seen, 
the jumpiness from loud noises…I had some of that. A more 
debilitating form is [that] I was obsessed that I was going to 
kill somebody. I became terrified that this guy I was eating 
breakfast with [would be wounded too and] I was going to 
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make a mistake and he wasn't going to get to go home to his 
family." 

She became "hyper-vigilant" over the care she provided, 
reviewing "everything over and over." She went without sleep. 
She lost weight. She ran 70 to 80 miles a week in Iraq just as 
an outlet for the stress. 

Returning to her civilian job, she couldn't turn off that 
hyper-vigilance. She couldn't eat or sleep and spent nights 
checking her computer, over and over, for lab results on 
patients or reviewing her surgeries again and again. Her 
physical and emotional health deteriorated. 

Living in a town with no military, Dixon says, meant "no 
comrade to talk to, no understanding" to be found when, for 
example, while carrying groceries through a parking lot, a 
helicopter flew over and she dropped her bags to rush to 
wherever, for an imagined moment, wounded would be set 
down and, once more, their lives would depend on her 
response. 

Six months after returning from her second Iraq tour, 
Dixon says, "I tried to kill myself" on an overdose of pills. 
The physician who had saved so many couldn't save herself. 
By then she had sought therapy on multiple occasions through 
Military One Source, a website touted as an extraordinary 
avenue for advice and support for military personnel and 

families. Yet no therapist could be found with experience 
treating post-traumatic stress. 

"I felt lost. I felt hopeless. I was an embarrassment to 
myself. I was an embarrassment to my family and," voice 
cracking into silence for a long while, "I was an 
embarrassment to the Army." 

Even as Dixon recovered at a local hospital, intensive care 
nurses checked with TRICARE and VA, and could find no 
facility to give full time care to a woman veteran with severe 
PTSD. Her family finally found a private clinic where, after 
nine months, hope returned. She got her life back. 

Dixon works today as veteran services liaison for The 
Refuge – A Healing Place, in Ocklawaha, Fla. She says she is 
passionate about bringing healing to others suffering from 
post-traumatic stress, especially veterans. 

"It's not uncommon for somebody to call me on the phone 
and say, "Hey, I need you to call this guy. He's in a hotel 
room. He's got a gun. But he said he will take your phone call.' 

"I'm not a shrink," says Dixon. "I like surgery because 
you can cut stuff out and be done with it. You can't really do 
that in psychiatry or psychology. But sometimes it's just being 
able to hear somebody who's been there, you know. And so 
there is hope. You don't have to give up. You can live again, 
and be happy again. And so that's what I've learned." 
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16. Navy Personnel Boss Talks Pay, Leadership, ERB, 21st Century Sailor And Marine 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 20 SEP 12) ... Defense Media Activity - Pentagon Bureau 

ARLINGTON, Va. -- The Navy's top personnel 
professional held an all hands call at the Pentagon, Sept. 19, to 
discuss the 21st Century Sailor and Marine initiative and to 
give Sailors and Marines an update on other important 
personnel issues. 

Assistant Secretary of the Navy for Manpower and 
Reserve Affairs Juan M. Garcia explained the 21st Century 
Sailor and Marine initiative. He said it takes all the existing 
personnel support programs, along with a handful of new 
ones, and puts them all under the umbrella of 21st Century 
Sailor and Marine. 

The initiative is based on five key areas: physical fitness, 
inclusion, safety, readiness, and continuum of service. 

The physical fitness umbrella covers nutrition and 
workout programs. 

Inclusion programs aim to increase diversity in the Navy. 
Safety programs are focused on things like motorcycle safety 
and preventing sexual assaults. 

Some of the goals of the readiness programs are to 
prevent suicides and curb alcohol and drug abuse. The 
continuum of service programs offer different paths to serve 
the Department of the Navy (DoN) as an active duty Sailor, a 
reservist, or a DoN civilian. 

Garcia also gave the audience an update on personnel 
issues like enlisted retention boards (ERB), the relief of 
commanding officers, force size, tuition assistance, and 
compensation. 

Garcia said the Navy had to conduct ERBs because record 
retention levels led to severely over-manned rates. The 
secretary said the chief of naval operations decided take a look 
across all personnel in the 31 most-over-manned rates. The 
result was that about 2,900 Sailors were asked to transition to 
careers outside of active duty service. 

"This was designed as a one-time evolution only," Garcia 
said. "There won't be another ERB this year. There won't be 
an ERB next year. No plans for an ERB again." 

Looking at the early data, Garcia said it appears as if the 
ERBs have worked as planned. He said advancement rates are 
up and approved Perform to Serve applications are up, too. 

The secretary also addressed the number of commanding 
officers (CO) relieved of command. 

"CO reliefs. There's been some attention on this. There is 
a lot of blogosphere activity," Garcia said. "I just offer this: at 
any given time there [are] about 1,500 command pins across 
the fleet ... and 98 percent of those folks will complete that 
command tour under the incredibly robust and demanding 
level of accountability we require in this business. I'd put that 
number up against any business, any industry in the world." 

The assistant secretary put out some important 
information about compensation and the possibility of a 
budget sequestration. He asked leadership to pass on the 
message that service member pay and benefits are fenced off 
from the possible sequestration budget cuts. 

Garcia said the Navy is also looking at ways to change its 
retirement program, and it may one day move to a 401(k)-style 
program. Regardless of what the DoN decides to do about 
retirement packages, Garcia said it won't affect today's Sailors 
and Marines. 

"If you're in a uniform now, if you're on active duty now, 
if you stood on yellow footprints, you're grandfathered into the 
existing military retirement system and will have access to it," 
Garcia said. 

Healthcare changes have also been proposed for working-
age retirees. The details of the changes are still being worked 
out, but Garcia said those changes won't affect the healthcare 
that today's uniformed personnel or their families receive. 
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17. Navy Relieves Executive Officer Of USS Chung-Hoon 
(HONOLULU STAR-ADVERTISER 20 SEP 12) ... William Cole 

A Navy officer slated to be the next commander of the 
Pearl Harbor-based destroyer USS Chung-Hoon was instead 
relieved of duties Wednesday, the Navy said. 

Cmdr. David Faught, the executive officer of the 509-foot 
guided missile destroyer, was relieved “for loss of confidence 
in his ability to perform the duties of an XO (executive 
officer),” said Lt. Rick Chernitzer, a spokesman for Naval 
Surface Force Pacific in Coronado, Calif. 

Capt. Wallace G. Lovely, the commander of Destroyer 
Squadron 31 at Pearl Harbor, made the decision to relieve 
Faught, Chernitzer said. 

“It’s not due to any kind of misconduct or anything of that 
sort,” Chernitzer said. 

Faught, a Guam native and Naval Academy graduate, had 
been second in command on the Chung-Hoon since September 
of 2011. 

He was expected to become the commander of the 
Chung-Hoon, as part of what the Navy calls a “fleet-up billet.” 

Typically, an officer spends 18 months as executive officer 
and then becomes commanding officer, Chernitzer said. 

“During that time he performed his jobs, and as needed, 
he would be given direction and guidance from his 
commanding officer and they would try to do everything they 
could to correct deficiencies, as needed,” Chernitzer said. 

The Chung-Hoon participated in the exercise Valiant 
Shield Sept. 11 through Wednesday off Guam, but Faught was 
not aboard for personal reasons unrelated to his job removal, 
Chernitzer said. 

The Navy said Faught has been reassigned to the staff of 
Destroyer Squadron 31 pending a new assignment. Faught 
could not be reached for comment. 

According to a Navy Times count, 16 commanding 
officers and four executive officers have been fired by the 
service this year. 

“It’s not a matter of being tough (on officers), it’s a matter 
of making sure that we put the best people in the job, and 
that’s what we do,” Chernitzer said. 
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LITTORAL COMBAT SHIP: 
18. Crowds Gather At Galveston Pier To Tour Future USS Fort Worth 
(FORT WORTH STAR-TELEGRAM 20 SEP 12) ... Scott Nishimura 

GALVESTON -- Michelle Perry was up for a road trip, so 
she left her Decatur home before dawn Thursday, driving her 
two children, niece and nephew five hours to Galveston to tour 
the soon-to-be USS Fort Worth. 

In the late afternoon, they stopped at Joe's Crab Shack, 
and then everyone jumped back in the car for the drive home. 

"It's education in the making," she said. "That's education 
you don't get inside the halls." 

The Navy said it welcomed more than 1,000 people 
during three days of tours this week of the littoral combat ship, 
which arrived Monday from Wisconsin and began preparing 
for its Saturday commissioning as the USS Fort Worth. 

More than 200 people were in line at Pier 21 when 
Thursday's tours began at 12:30 p.m., Navy spokesman Dave 
Hostetler said. Long lines continued into the late afternoon. 

U.S. Rep. Kay Granger, R-Fort Worth, who led a long 
campaign to have a warship named after Fort Worth and is the 
ship's sponsor, made a surprise appearance. 

"The pride Fort Worth feels for this ship is just at its top," 
she said. 

It wasn't hard to find Fort Worth residents in the crowd. 
"It's amazing how many people are here for this," graphic 

artist Jim Duff said. "It's exciting for Fort Worth." 
Duff's illustration of the ship is on commemorative 

posters, T-shirts and coins. Duff and his wife, Claudia, relaxed 
Thursday afternoon at the dockside Olympia Grill overlooking 
the ship before attending an evening reception. 

The ship is known as LCS-3, the third of the Navy's new 
generation of speedy lightweight vessels with interchangeable 
modules for missions such as anti-submarine, mine detection 
and surface warfare. 

Its Sailors delighted in showing it off. 
Chief Charlie Lopez of Los Angeles told visitors that the 

ship would have numerous references to Fort Worth, including 
"pictures of longhorns" in the mess decks, nicknamed 
"Cowtown" by the Sailors. 

"I'm a USC fan, but I can deal with Longhorns," he said. 
He was thinking about a football team, but he'll get a 

chance to check out the real deal. Three longhorns from the 
Fort Worth Herd -- Ladies Man, Duramax and Freckles -- 
arrived Wednesday, accompanied by trail boss Kristin 
Jaworski and three cowboys. 

Two horses, McCoy and Cherokee, and a mule named 
Niles came along. 

Hundreds of chairs were going up dockside Thursday for 
the commissioning, and food tents were being set up nearby. 

We Are Family 
Cmdr. Randy Blankenship, one of the ship's two 

commanding officers, said the crew -- two rotating groups of 
40, plus 35 or so who are on board for the specific missions -- 
has been boning up on Fort Worth history and culture. 

The Sailors this week are wearing golden Molly the Cow 
pins -- the city's logo -- furnished by the nonprofit 
commissioning committee. The ship's name is painted in stars 
and six-shooters, and its motto is "Grit and Tenacity." 

"I tell my Sailors that we have all joined the Fort Worth 
family," Cmdr. Warren Cupps said. 

The commissioning committee is expected to raise money 
throughout the ship's projected 30-year life to pay for onboard 
improvements and support Sailors' families. 

Some of the crew will be in Arlington on Monday at the 
Texas Rangers game. Cupps will throw out the first pitch. 
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He said he expects to get it over the plate from the 
pitcher's mound. 

"I hope so," said Cupps, who plays second and third base 
in an adult league in San Diego. "You guys can run me out of 
town if I don't." 

Lone Star Sailors 
Several of the ship's crew members are Texans. 
"I was born at Peter Smith," said sonar technician Tomas 

Garcia, who moved from Fort Worth when he was 18 months 
old. His mother lives in Arlington, and he is stationed in San 
Diego, the ship's future home base. 

Life aboard the ship "is not bad," Garcia said. It has a 
lounge with a big-screen TV and couches, and the Sailors play 
movies and have game nights, he said. The ship also has a 
small gym, he said. 

Stephanie Serrano of Hondo is the chief cook, responsible 
for managing a 21-day rotating breakfast, lunch and dinner 
menu, and running food prep from a little galley that includes 
two ovens, a copper pit and a small grill. 

Thursday's dinner menu: rosemary chicken, meatloaf, 
mashed potatoes, green beans and a salad bar. 

And there figured to be some baked goods around. 
"I like to bake," said Serrano, who has been in the service 

for 11 years. 
As always, Sailors have to wash their own dishes. The 

ship's three cooks take requests in a suggestion box. Serrano 
said she hasn't figured one out: a Mongolian grill. 

"That's going to be a hard, tough challenge," she said. 
Sailors praised the ship's technology, which is crucial to 

its ability to work with significantly fewer crew members than 
comparable ships, such as frigates. Mission modules are 
designed to be switched in 72 hours or less. 

On Thursday, an unmanned aerial aircraft sat inside the 
ship's hangar. And an 11-meter-long multipurpose dual-engine 
rigid-hull boat with an inflatable skirt was reminiscent of a 
gigantic fishing boat. 

How fast is it? 
"I don't know -- fast," crewman John DuBose said. 
Someone suggested that the boat could be used for 

redfishing. That would be the purview of the ship's morale and 
welfare department, Hostetler joked. 

View Gallery 
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19. Navy's New Warship Is An Ocean Hot Rod 
(KRIV FOX HOUSTON 20 SEP 12) ... John Donnelly 

Capt. Kirk would be proud of the bridge on the USS Fort 
Worth. 

There are very few knobs or levers or dials. It's mostly 
computer displays. The helmsman steers with a joystick. This 
is the Navy, so there are some traditional touches like a bell 
that a Sailor still rings by hand before making announcements 
over the loudspeaker. 

This is not just a new ship. It's a new class of ship. It's 
designed to fight in shallow coastal waters. She needs a mere 
14 feet of water. 

She's versatile. In one mode, she's an anti-submarine ship. 
In another, she's a minesweeper. In another, she's a surface 
warfare ship. 

"It's a really unique concept and allows us to adapt to 
what's going on in the theater and provide the commanders 
with what they need," Commander Blankenship said. 

She carries a crew of just 40, which is about 20 percent of 
the crew most warships her size require. 

She's a hot rod. She can accelerate to 50mph in just 90 
seconds. Her commander said that means she can take on 

pirates, drug smugglers and navies that like to use "swarm" 
tactics. 

"Some navies like to send out a lot of boats at the same 
time. They present a lot of targets that are moving fast and we 
can make run with them and make their day very ugly." 

The LCS program fills the gap between the open water or 
"blue water" navy and the riverine small craft or "brown 
water" navy. 

The Cold War is over. There is no more Soviet Navy for 
us to square off against. There are no navies that want to go 
toe to toe against the U.S. Navy. 

Threats are different. Al Qaida doesn't have aircraft 
carriers. Asymmetric warfare is the order of the day. The LCS 
program is an attempt to adapt to the changing threats. 

But the LCS program itself has become a target of some 
critics. They say the ships sacrifice firepower and protection 
for speed. They question the need for such a high top speed. 
Other point out that hat the ship has to return to port to switch 
modules so it can perform a different mission. 

View Clip (RT: 2:17) 
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20. USS Fort Worth Makes A Splash In Galveston 
(KTVT CBS DALLAS FT. WORTH 20 SEP 12) ... Joel Thomas 

People waited in line on a pier in bright Gulf Coast 
sunshine for hours Thursday to get a tour of a unique visitor to 
Galveston. 

“I’m going to take some pictures, post it on Facebook and 
tell everyone about it because I didn’t know there was a ship 
named Fort Worth,” said Sherri Aaron, a Fort Worth resident. 

The U.S. Navy’s newest warship, the USS Fort Worth, 
was the star in a city full of tourist attractions on September 
20. The ship is in Texas waters to be commissioned in 
ceremonies Saturday, September 22. 

The Fort Worth, named after the city, is longer than a 
football field. 

Her 57mm gun can fire 220 round a minute. The 
cavernous mission deck is the size of a school gymnasium. 
The Fort Worth can launch special forces and remote control 
aircraft and submarines. It can operate in shallow waters or 
deep seas hunting submarines, mines or even fast moving 
attack boats, since she can go from zero to 50 miles an hour in 
just 90 seconds. 

“There’s some nations that like to take a lot of their small 
boats and bring them as a group out against you because there 
are a lot of different targets to go after at once and they’re all 
very, very fast,” said Cmdr. Randy Blankenship who oversees 
one of two crews who will rotate assignments on the ship to 
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keep her on the water as much as possible. “We can run with 
them. And we can make their day extremely ugly.” 

The ship uses high tech controls. In the past, a vessel this 
size needed 200 crew members. The Fort Worth needs just 40. 

The ship’s crew is wearing Molly pins and they’re 
starting to earn about the city that is their ship’s namesake. 

“Every time I come back they say, ‘Captain it can’t be as 
good as you say!” said Cmdr. Warren Cupps, the second 
commanding officer of the USS Fort Worth. “And I say, ‘It 

is.’ And I’ve taken a few of my Sailors and they all agree. It’s 
a great time in Fort Worth.” 

And you can imagine the thrill a Sailor from North Texas 
has serving aboard her. 

“It was kind of cool to get attached to this ship,” said SPC 
Tomas Garcia who grew up in the Fort Worth area and is 
proud of his assignment to the ship. “Swagging around a little? 
Yeah. For sure!” 

The ship sails for its new home in San Diego next week. 
View Clip (RT: 1:54) 
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SUBMARINES: 
21. Shipyard Barges Two Sub Sections To New England 
(NEWPORT NEWS DAILY PRESS 21 SEP 12) ... Michael Welles Shapiro 

Newport News Shipbuilding this week shipped large 
sections of two Virginia-class attack submarines to a New 
England shipyard – part of a Navy plan to ramp up production. 

On Wednesday workers loaded a barge owned by General 
Dynamics Electric Boat with the torpedo room of the Virginia-
class sub North Dakota. The section is headed to Electric 
Boat's main shipyard in Groton, Conn. 

Newport News workers loaded a second commercial 
barge with the auxiliary machine room for the John Warner. 
That shipment will go to Electric Boat's fabrication plant in 
Quonset Point, R.I. 

The joint shipments are part of an effort to meet the 
Navy's production goal of two submarines a year, according to 
a joint release from Newport News Shipbuilding's parent 
company, Huntington Ingalls Industries, and Electric Boat. 

Over the course of the two shipyards' partnership, an 
unusual arrangement for naval shipbuilding that began in 
1997, the yards have sent 100 sub parts by barge, according to 
Jim Hughes, Newport News Shipbuilding's vice president for 
submarines and fleet support. 

"It's satisfying to see these units being exchanged at such 
a remarkable pace, and we look forward to turning the final 
products over to the U.S. Navy," Hughes said in a news 
release. 

Kurt A. Hesch, Electric Boat's vice president for the 
Virginia-class program, said the shipments allow the two 

yards to construct subs in large modules, improving 
efficiency. 

As part of meeting the stepped-up schedule, Newport 
News Shipbuilding last month finished work on a 
supplemental submarine construction building, a $100 million 
investment. 

The Supplemental Modular Outfitting Facility is designed 
for construction of front bows of the Virginia-class subs, the 
largest and most complex part of the boats' hulls. 

The two yards have a target date of 2016 to start 
delivering two subs a year. To handle the ramp up and the 
Navy's current rate of production for aircraft carriers, Newport 
News Shipbuilding plans to hire 5,000 to 6,000 people over 
the next three and a half years. 

The shipyard now employs more than 21,000 people. 
Newport News Shipbuilding has used Electric Boat's 

specialized barge to move modules up to New England in the 
past, and the company had to hire a commercial barge to 
handle shipping two simultaneously. 

Huntington Ingalls spokeswoman Christie Miller said the 
Rhode Island shipment was handled by Lockwood Marine, a 
business unit of Hampton-based Lockwood Brothers, which 
specializes in the transport of industrial equipment. 

A Lockwood executive said the company does not have 
permission to discuss the project. 
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CONGRESS / BUDGET: 
22. Military Officials Warn Of Effects Of 'Sequestration' 
(NEW LONDON DAY 21 SEP 12) ... Kelly Catalfamo and Rhiannon Pabich 

WASHINGTON -- Top Defense Department officials 
cautioned Thursday that so-called sequestration could lead to a 
hollow military and warned that the across-the-board federal 
budget cuts due to take place on Jan. 2 would mean decreased 
training, pay and preparedness for the nation's armed forces. 

Their comments came during a two-hour hearing held by 
the House Armed Services Committee to discuss the potential 
impact on defense preparedness of the automatic budget 
reductions - which will occur if Congress does not pass a bill 
to reduce the deficit by $1.2 trillion over the next decade. 

Sequestration would result in "a less-capable, less-
modern, less-ready force," according to a joint statement by 
the DOD officials who addressed the committee. 

Under the terms of the 2011 legislative deal that allowed 
for an increase in the federal debt ceiling, nearly $110 billion 
in cuts - split evenly between defense and non-defense 
domestic programs - would take place within the next year 
under sequestration. Over the next decade, sequestration 
would mean an approximately $600 billion reduction in 
defense spending alone. 

Admiral Mark Ferguson said that, overall, sequestration 
would "reduce funding for the Navy by nearly $12 billion" in 



 22

2013, causing an immediate negative impact on operations and 
maintenance. 

While the Coast Guard was not represented at Thursday's 
hearing, U.S. Rep. Joe Courtney, D-Conn., pointed out that the 
"folks in New London would be hit, too"- referring to both 
Coast Guard Station New London, which responds to 1,300 
marine distress cases annually, and the Coast Guard Academy, 
which enrolls 1,046 cadets on full scholarship. 

Reflecting the position taken by the White House in a 
report on the impact of sequestration released late last week, 
Undersecretary of Defense Robert Hale repeatedly reminded 
the committee that DOD would rather avoid sequestration 
altogether than discuss how to minimize its effects. 

"If you're driving at (a) brick wall at 60 miles an hour, 
you need to avoid the wall, not pick up the pieces after you hit 
it," Hale said. 

To that end, the two-hour session witnessed calls from 
both sides of the political aisle for a compromise to avoid the 
impact of sequestration, even though there has been little, if 
any, progress toward reaching a solution on which both parties 
could agree. 

The House is scheduled to vote today on a motion to 
adjourn until after the November election. Several members of 
the committee declared that they planned to vote against the 

motion in the hope of making progress toward heading off 
sequestration. 

"I just hope, frankly, that the motion to adjourn is going to 
fail," said Courtney, who represents Connecticut's 2nd 
District. "I personally believe that there is still a (political) 
center in this place which is ready to roll up its sleeves and 
find a path between the two sides." 

Rep. Silvestre Reyes, D-Texas, said it is Congress' 
responsibility to prevent a sequester. "I can't help but tell my 
colleagues in Congress to look in the mirror - we did this, we 
passed this idiotic law," he told his colleagues on the Armed 
Services panel. "We as a Congress have to accept the 
responsibility, we have to find a way to solve it, and we 
shouldn't be asking the generals that are here for a solution. ... 
It's up to us." 

Other attendees pointed the finger elsewhere. Rep. Austin 
Scott, R-Ga., said that while "the House of Representatives in 
this Congress (has) passed five different measures to avoid 
sequestration, neither the president nor the Senate have shown 
any leadership." 

Should the United States topple over the "fiscal cliff" - the 
current Washington buzzword for sequestration - Hale said the 
military is prepared to develop detailed plans to deal with it. 
But the Pentagon "will wait as long as we can to begin this 
process," he said. 
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23. Furloughs Remain A Recurring Theme In Forecasting Sequestration’s Impact 
(GOVERNMENT EXECUTIVE 20 SEP 12) ... Charles S. Clark 

On the eve of a vote to adjourn Congress until after the 
elections, top military and civilian Defense Department 
officials unveiled new details on the harm that looming across-
the-board budget cuts would inflict if they kicked in this 
January. 

Warning two House panels of impending cuts to stateside 
training and a need to renegotiate recent contracts, officials 
avoided delving down to the level of specific programs and 
they steered clear of taking sides in Congress’ ongoing 
political stalemate over the budget. 

“I contend we’re already in sequestration, that jobs are 
being lost and things are getting cut off,” House Armed 
Services Committee Chairman Buck McKeon, R-Calif., told a 
hearing. “As far as I’m concerned, the DoD shuts down in 
January.” 

He noted that one program that might be jeopardized is 
training to thwart the improvised explosive devices that are 
killing U.S. troops in Afghanistan. It wasn’t fair, McKeon 
added, that defense is 17 percent of the federal budget but took 
50 percent of the cuts in the 2011 Budget Control Act. 

Gauging the probable impact of a $52 billion cut in fiscal 
2013, or 9.4 percent, to all Pentagon programs except military 
personnel, Comptroller Robert Hale said he foresees cuts 
concentrated disproportionately in operations and 
maintenance. 

“The Army and Marine Corps would have less training, 
and there would be civilian personnel hiring freezes and 
possibly unpaid furloughs,” he said. “There would be 
substantial adverse effects on research and development, 
procurement, and military construction. We would buy fewer 
quantifies of weapons, which drives up unit costs, and 
shipbuilding would be delayed.” 

Sequestration also would require cutting family housing 
maintenance and base operating support, while delaying 
TRICARE payments to providers, “which could end up in 
denial of service," Hale said. “We’d have some authority to 
move money into operations to protect wartime operations, but 
I don’t want to make it sound easy. I hope Congress passes 
something the president can sign and halt sequestration.” 

Gen. Lloyd J. Austin III, the Army’s vice chief of staff, 
said sequestration would “significantly increase risks and 
cause us to relook” at the defense strategy the Obama 
administration released in January. If the automatic cuts must 
happen, he said, then “we must be afforded resources to 
adjust, to reduce inefficiencies and focus on the highest 
priorities.” 

Adm. Mark Ferguson, vice chief of naval operations, said 
the Navy would be hit with a $12 billion cut that would 
require “difficult choices in the second half of fiscal 2013,” 
chiefly in procurement and force structure. “That would 
translate into fewer sailors, fewer [shows of fleet force] and 
less maintenance, and would impact the industrial base and the 
service life of platforms,” he said. It also would involve $4 
billion in cuts to shipbuilding and acquisitions, which could 
harm technology development centers. 

Describing a recent visit to 10,000 sailors on an aircraft 
carrier, Ferguson said, “all of them expressed concern over 
what this would mean to the Navy and to their service -- the 
fiscal crisis is increasingly on their minds.” 

Gen. Joseph Dunford, assistant commandant of the 
Marine Corps, made a contrary point, saying the troops in 
Afghanistan “are too busy doing their jobs to think about what 
we’re doing in Washington for the next budget.” But he said 
he fears that “we will lose the trust and confidence of the all-
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volunteer force, which will take a long time to get back.” The 
Marines won’t “miss a call,” he added, but January might 
bring the beginning of a “hollow force. The bench back home 
would get thinner and thinner, causing significant degradation 
in our readiness.” 

All the officials stressed that the planning under way dealt 
with dollar cuts and they could not answer questions from 
lawmakers about specific contracts or programs. They added 
contracts signed using dollars from fiscal 2012 or before were 
fully funded. 

“We won’t start cutting in advance, because we don’t 
want to sequester ourselves,” Hale said. “But it is in the back 
of our minds, and we will pick up the pace now that everyone 
understands the law, even if they don’t like it.” 

Rep. Adam Smith, D-Wash., asked colleagues “how 
could you listen to the comptroller and vice chiefs and 
conclude the Pentagon wasn’t planning?” He said it was more 
important to focus on a solution than on prospective harm that 
the Pentagon has had no choice but to anticipate. 

Rep. Roscoe Bartlett, R-Md., concerned about the 
prospect of the Pentagon having to renegotiate 2,500 
contracts, asked Hale whether he’d favor a new law to head 
off sequestration. Hale said he would take the suggestion 
under consideration. 

Hale intervened to prevent service leaders from 
responding when they were asked whether they agreed with 
the Obama administration’s insistence on a “balanced” 
solution to the fiscal predicament. 

At a later hearing by the House Small Business 
Committee, Hale’s deputy, Michael McCord, delivered similar 
testimony to members and industry witnesses concerned that 
some defense small business contracts already have been 
canceled. 

“I’d be inclined to look at furloughs more than reductions 
in force, meaning we won’t lose expertise but we would lose 

work years,” he said. The impact on morale “can’t be 
quantified, but you don’t wish to tell people ‘you’re about to 
be laid off,’ ’’ he added, which is why the Defense secretary 
advised against it. “That uncertainty creates a bad dynamic.” 

Richard Ginman, director of Defense procurement and 
acquisition, said, “the vast majority of our contracts are fully 
funded, so there’s no need to terminate existing contracts 
unless the product is no longer needed.” But he stressed that 
contracts are let based on the needs of the warfighter, not on 
whether the contractor is small or large. Nonetheless, Ginman 
sought to reassure panel ranking member Nydia Velazquez, D-
N.Y., that the Pentagon would continue its efforts to meet the 
goal of 23 percent of contract dollars going to small business. 
“The Office of Acquisition, Technology and Logistics pays 
attention to industrial base, sector by sector,” he said. “They 
will continue analysis of key technologies and take action to 
protect them.” 

At the Armed Services hearing, sparks flew over the 
politics that led to sequestration becoming an increasingly real 
proposition. McKeon and others blamed the Senate for failing 
to enact a budget or to take up House-passed solutions. “The 
way I read the Constitution,” he said, “they have to pass 
something in the Senate so that we can then meet in 
conference to work out our differences.” 

Rep. Austin Scott, R-Ga., blamed the Senate and the 
White House for failing to pass a budget, saying, “it’s time for 
President Obama to lead, follow or get the hell out of the way 
of this country.” Rep. Sylvester Reyes, D-Texas, said 
Congress should “look in the mirror” to place blame. “I didn’t 
vote for this idiotic law.” 

Rep. Robert Andrews, D-N.J., said Congress is being 
irresponsible for leaving town with six weeks to go before the 
elections. He said he planned to vote no on the motion to 
adjourn. 
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24. Sequestration Threatens Portsmouth Naval Shipyard Jobs, Workload 
(PORTSMOUTH (NH) HERALD 20 SEP 12) ... Deborah McDermott 

KITTERY, Maine — A "serious threat" including 
potential layoffs is awaiting the country's shipyards, including 
the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard, if so-called sequestration goes 
into effect in January. 

That's the assessment of retired Vice Adm. Pete Daly, 
chief executive officer of the U.S. Naval Institute, an 
assessment shared to a large extent by Sen. Kelly Ayotte, R-
N.H., a U.S. Senate expert on sequestration. 

At the very least, Ayotte has learned, funding for the 
repair of the USS Miami is in peril if sequestration occurs. 
The Miami was damaged in a fire at the Portsmouth Naval 
Shipyard earlier this year. 

Last Friday, the White House Office of Management and 
Budget released its report on the impact of sequestration — 

mandatory reductions in government spending. The 
mandatory cuts will kick in automatically in January under the 
Budget Control Act of 2011, if Congress doesn't act before the 
end of this year. 

The OMB predicted that $109 billion will be 
automatically cut in 2013, about half each in defense and 
domestic spending. 

According to the report, the Navy's operations and 
maintenance budget — the budget that covers the four public 
shipyards — would be cut by $4.3 billion in 2013. That's 
double the amount to be cut from shipbuilding ($2.1 billion) 
and much more than research and development ($1.8 billion) 
and military construction ($290 billion). 

The president specifically exempted military personnel 
from cuts. 

"Operations and maintenance is the bread and butter of 
Naval shipyards, because it pays for maintenance," said Daly. 

"Meanwhile, the operations level of the Navy is high and 
going higher" with a strong commitment to a U.S. naval 
presence in both the Middle East and Asia Pacific regions. 

"The flying hours and the fuel are going to be in demand, 
so they're going to look to the maintenance," he said of 
spending cutbacks. "And that means it lands on the shipyards. 
They're not targeted, but you only have to look at the 
progression." 

As a result, he said, there could well be layoffs. 
PNS may fare better than other yards because it's working 

on nuclear submarines. 
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"These overhauls are years in the making, and the 
schedules are very tightly wound," Daly said. 

The retired admiral said he suspects the Navy will look to 
cut conventional maintenance work first, but certainly by 
2014, he said PNS would feel the effects of sequestration. 

According to Ayotte, her office was able to determine that 
work on the USS Miami, damaged by fire in May and set to be 
repaired at the local shipyard, is in jeopardy. 

The Navy Office of Legislative Affairs sent her office the 
following response to a request for information on the Miami: 
The method of automatic percentage cuts "would cause 
significant risk to every area within the Department, and 
depending on available transfer authority to consolidate these 
cuts, would severely limit the ability to preserve major 
acquisition or readiness programs, to include the repair of the 
USS Miami." 

Ayotte's office has also determined that the Navy is 
unlikely to purchase a Virginia Class submarine scheduled to 
be built in 2014, which will affect overhaul work at PNS down 
the road. 

U.S. Sen. Susan Collins, R-Maine, said she's concerned 
the proposed $290 million cut in military construction could 
"force the Navy to postpone or eliminate planned capital 

investments in Navy installations worldwide, potentially 
including the shipyard." 

"We need to resolve this," said Ayotte, who added she is 
working with senators on both sides of the aisle to come up 
with some solution before the end of the year. 

Sen. Jeanne Shaheen, D-N.H., and Ayotte are members of 
a bipartisan working group trying to find long-term 
alternatives to sequestration. Shaheen said she favors a 
framework set out in the report of the National Commission 
on Fiscal Responsibility and Reform, the so-called Simpson-
Bowles report, released in December 2010. 

"The concern is whether we have enough time in the lame 
duck session to deal with all the aspects that need to be dealt 
with, so there's some interest in giving us time," said Shaheen. 

Both senators said they could support a bill that delayed 
implementation of sequestration into 2013, "in the context of 
coming up with a long-term solution, rather than kicking the 
can down the road," said Shaheen. 

"We need to come up with alternative spending 
reductions. That's why we're trying to get bipartisan support," 
said Ayotte. 

"The clock is ticking," said Collins. "Congress must act in 
a responsible way." 
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BUSINESS: 
25. Budget Cuts Could Cost Small U.S. Firms Nearly 1 Million Jobs: Report 
(REUTERS 20 SEP 12) ... Andrea Shalal-Esa 

WASHINGTON -- Small businesses in the United States 
could lose nearly 1 million jobs in 2013 if lawmakers do not 
avert $1.2 trillion in across-the-board budget cuts due to begin 
taking effect in January, a new study showed. 

The Aerospace Industries Association released a new 
analysis on Thursday that showed that small businesses would 
likely lose 956,181 jobs - or 45 percent of the 2.14 million 
total job losses expected across the United States if the 
additional budget cuts take effect. 

"Nearly half of all sequestration job losses would come 
from small businesses," said George Mason University 
economist Stephen Fuller, who has studied the jobs impact of 
the budget cuts for the largest aerospace and defense industry 
group. 

Top Pentagon officials will testify on Thursday before the 
House Armed Services Committee about what they describe 
as the devastating impact that an additional $500 billion in 
budget cuts -- on top of $486 billion already being 
implemented -- would have on U.S. national security and 
procurement programs. 

A separate hearing will look at the impact on businesses 
with fewer than 500 employees. 

Defense industry executives have been railing against the 
across-the-board cuts for more than a year, warning that they 
would force the Pentagon to break thousands of contracts, 
resulting in billions of dollars in potential termination fees and 
other contract adjustments. 

They say the cuts would be especially painful for small 
and medium-sized suppliers, many of whom build just one 
product for bigger prime contractors, but the new study is the 
first to show the projected impact on jobs in that sector. 

Coupled with overall economic pressures, many small 
business owners are telling AIA they may move into other 
business areas, downsize,and some may have to shut down, 
AIA said in the report. 

Marion Blakey, president of the AIA, said Fuller's new 
analysis underscored what she called the foolishness of the 
budget crisis since small businesses were seen as so critical to 
spurring greater economic growth in the United States. 

"The idea that we will be losing 956,000 jobs in the small 
business area is just a staggering effect of sequestration that 
people need to take into account," Blakey told Reuters. 

AIA this week orchestrated congressional visits by 
hundreds of business people from small businesses that 
provide components for the aerospace and defense industry. 
Blakey said many were already seeing orders dry up and were 
having to cut jobs. 

The U.S. Small Business Administration estimates that 
small businesses employ about half of all private-sector 
workers and generated 65 percent of net new jobs over the 
past 17 years, and were responsible for about one-third of U.S. 
exports. 

Blakey said the latest research proved the budget cuts that 
would occur under sequestration would have a widespread 
impact on the U.S. economy, but she also worried about the 
impact on technology development since small businesses 
typically file more patent applications than larger ones. 

Small businesses also accounted for 20 percent of prime 
contracts awarded by the Pentagon in 2011, and 35 percent of 
subcontracts, AIA said. 

Mackenzie Eaglen, resident fellow at the Marilyn Ware 
Center for Security Studies, said the loss of smaller suppliers 
could drive future weapons costs higher since many of those 
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companies were sole-source providers for ships, warplanes 
and other arms programs. 

"Not only would the cost of doing business rise for the 
Pentagon if these firms dropped out of the supply chain, but 

the military and commercial economy would lose the benefits 
of these sources of cutting-edge technological breakthroughs 
increasingly required by our military," Eaglen said. 
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26. Pentagon's No. 2 Drops Not-So-Subtle Hints To Industry 
(NATIONAL DEFENSE 20 SEP 12) ... Sandra I. Erwin 

In public appearances at defense-industry events this 
week, Deputy Defense Secretary Ashton B. Carter sought to 
deliver a friendly message that the Pentagon feels contractors’ 
pain when it comes to the looming budget cuts. 

But he also offered industry a reality check on the 
challenges companies will face in doing business with the 
Pentagon in the foreseeable future. 

Regardless of whether Congress reaches a budget deal to 
avoid a 10 percent cut to Pentagon spending next year, defense 
contractors have to get serious about lowering the prices they 
charge for their products and services, Carter said. 

The expectation that “high performance” systems will win 
contract awards even if less-costly and less-sophisticated 
alternatives exist must be banished from contractors’ thinking, 
he said. “Affordability requirements for programs is en par 
with performance,” Carter said Sept. 19 at the Air Force 
Association’s annual convention at National Harbor, Md. 

The Pentagon’s new procurement policies, known as 
“better buying power,” are intended to protect U.S. taxpayers 
from price gouging, he said. 

Carter worries that procurement officials and contractors 
are still living in the world of the post-9/11 era of ever-rising 
budgets. Weapon systems’ cost estimates are based on “self 
fulfilling historical estimates” that assumed expenses would 
soar, instead of being based on what systems should cost. The 
better-buying guidance is intended to change that mentality, he 
said. 

“This is joint project for us [the government] and 
industry,” Carter told a Sept. 20 Politico forum in Washington, 
D.C. 

“The era we enjoyed for 10 years is over,” Carter said. 
“What it means for managers is that you can’t fix [problems] 
with money. You need other management tools.” 

The Pentagon is now requiring that buyers of contract 
services take a “basics of good buying” crash course. Services 
make up at least half of the $400 billion worth of contract 
awards the Defense Department makes each year. 

“A lot of our people who procure services are not 
procurement experts,” Carter said. They will be taught 
fundamental skills such as how to write requirements, include 
financial incentives in contracts, run competitions and conduct 
market research. 

Government officials and contractors also will have to 
end chronic bad habits, such as funding science projects that 
don’t result in useful products for the military. “The challenge 
in science and technology is getting something fielded … it's 
an age old story,” Carter said at the Air & Space forum. “Our 
principal frustration is that you can do a lot of research and 
development, but it never goes anywhere,” he said. “We have 
to work on that.” 

Carter also hinted that, no matter how much political clout 
a company might have, the Pentagon intends to stand behind 

“tough decisions” that are made by program managers, even if 
that displeases the contractor. 

Case in point is the F-35 Joint Strike Fighter, whose price 
tag continues to rise. JSF Program Executive Officer U.S. Air 
Force Maj. Gen. Christopher Bogdan, told Air & Space 
conference attendees Sept. 17 that poor relations between his 
office and JSF prime contractor Lockheed Martin Corp. pose 
significant obstacles to the success of the program. 

Carter said he supported Bogdan’s stance “100 percent.” 
The Pentagon wants all three variants of JSF and remains 
“committed,” Carter said. “But we have to control costs,” he 
added. “We need a government-industry team that can work 
together.” 

On the issue of corporate restructuring, Carter warned that 
the Pentagon has no plans to reverse existing policies against 
the mergers of large prime contractors. Without specifically 
commenting on the possibility that European giants EADS and 
BAE Systems might merge, Carter said the Defense 
Department is not going to green light mergers simply because 
companies might be worried about future budget cuts. “We 
understand that our industry needs to be successful and 
dynamic,” he said. “We encourage companies to make 
individual business decisions based on what's economically 
sensible [but] we do have some limits,” he cautioned. “We 
want competition, we have security concerns … we look at 
each transaction one at a time.” 

In another bit of news that is likely to disappoint U.S. 
arms makers, Carter said there is still a long way to go in 
reforming the export-control system. Administration officials 
— including Andrew J. Shapiro, assistant secretary of State 
and head of the Bureau of Political-Military Affairs — have 
touted recent reforms that are intended to help U.S. companies 
increase overseas sales. But Carter said that administrative 
reforms at Defense and State are still not enough, without help 
from Congress, which must approve the removal of items 
from the highly restrictive “munitions list.” 

There is “tremendous frustration with how arcane our 
export control system is,” said Carter. “Even if we succeed at 
making the DoD part of the system everything that it should 
be — intelligent, prompt, responsive, thoughtful, aware of the 
needs of different countries — we are just one player,” Carter 
said at the Politico forum. “We can’t do anything without 
Congress … it is difficult to get everyone pointed in the same 
direction.” 

There are so many hands in the pot, Carter said. “It takes 
an extraordinary, collective, simultaneous act to get anything 
done. That is annoying.” Within the Defense Department, he 
said, “We have done a great deal over the last three years to 
get our processes aligned [but] I cannot give you much 
optimism about elsewhere … congress has views of its own.” 

Despite the many challenges that contractors face, Carter 
reminded the audience, the Pentagon is on their side. “Industry 
is a core part of everything we do,” he said. “We don't build 
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anything in the Pentagon, we rely on industry to make things for us.” 
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LEGAL: 
27. Navy Revises Legal Services 
(SUITS & SENTENCES BLOG 20 SEP 12) ... Michael Doyle 

The Navy is revising how it manages legal services, 
officials announced Thursday. 

Future JAG officers, take note: this will affect how your 
career starts. 

Starting in October, the Naval Legal Service Command 
will essentially divide responsibilities into two separate 
categories. Civil legal assistance for Navy personnel, such as 
help with wills and landlord disputes, will now be 
administered out of nine Region Legal Service Organizations. 

Defense legal work for administrative proceedings and 
courts-martial, in turn, will be handled out of four 
consolidated Defense Service Offices located at San Diego, 
Washington, D.C., Norfolk, and Yokosuka, Japan. These will 
replace the existing eight Naval Legal Service Offices. 

“The demand for Navy JAG Corps’ services is greater 
than ever, but the nature of our practice has changed 
significantly over the past several years,” Vice Adm. Nanette 

DeRenzi, the Judge Advocate General of the Navy, said in a 
statement. 

As part of the change, the Navy’s Judge Advocate 
General’s Corps will focus the first two years of all new 
JAGs’ careers on training in prosecuting and defending cases, 
providing legal assistance, and advising Navy commands. 

A JAG report to the American Bar Association elaborates 
on the Navy’s legal work, and declares that the change in JAG 
career training will “broaden the professional development of 
new judge advocates and more quickly prepare them to 
assume increased responsibility.” 

Suits & Sentences" is a legal affairs blog written by 
Michael Doyle, a reporter for McClatchy's Washington 
Bureau. He teaches journalism as an adjunct instructor at The 
George Washington University's School of Media and Public 
Affairs. 
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COMMENTARY: 
28. War With Iran Comes Easily 
Lessons from an Iranian war game 
(WASHINGTON POST 21 SEP 12) ... David Ignatius, 

Perhaps it was the “fog of simulation.” But the scariest 
aspect of a U.S.-Iran war game staged this week was the way 
each side miscalculated the other’s responses — and moved 
toward war even as the players thought they were choosing 
restrained options. 

The Iran exercise was organized by Kenneth Pollack, a 
senior fellow at the Brookings Institution’s Saban Center for 
Middle East Policy. It included former top U.S. officials as 
Washington policymakers, and prominent Iranian American 
experts playing Tehran’s hand. I was allowed to observe, on 
the condition that I wouldn’t name the participants. 

The bottom line: The game showed how easy it was for 
each side to misread the other’s signals. And these players 
were separated by a mere corridor in a Washington think tank, 
rather than half a world away. 

Misjudgment was the essence of this game: Each side 
thought it was choosing limited options, but their moves were 
interpreted as crossing red lines. Attacks proved more deadly 
than expected; signals were not understood; attempts to open 
channels of communication were ignored; the desire to look 
tough compelled actions that produced results neither side 
wanted. 

Let’s walk through the simulation to see how the teams 
stumbled up the ladder of escalation. The game was set in July 
2013, with some broad assumptions: It was assumed that 
President Obama had been reelected, the P5+1 negotiations 
remained deadlocked and Israel hadn’t launched a unilateral 
attack. 

The game controllers added some spicy details: 
Assassinations of Iranian scientists were continuing; and the 
United States, Israel and Britain were developing a new 
cyberweapon (imaginary code name: National Pastime) to 
disrupt power to Iran’s nuclear and military facilities. Even so, 
the Iranian supreme leader thought that America was a paper 
tiger, telling aides: “The Americans are tired of the fight, and 
they are led by a weak man with no stomach for the struggle.” 

Meanwhile, Iran was pushing ahead with its nuclear 
program; it had a rough design for a weapon and, in three to 
four months, would have enough highly enriched uranium to 
make two bombs. 

The action started on July 6 with an Iranian terror 
operation: A bomb destroyed a tourist hotel in Aruba, killing 
137 people, many of them Americans, including a vacationing 
U.S. nuclear scientist. The damage at the hotel was far greater 
than the Iranians had expected. 

The U.S. team recommended strong retaliatory moves to 
signal Iran that it had crossed an “unacceptable threshold.” 
The United States bombed a Revolutionary Guards camp in 
eastern Iran; launched a cyberattack that disrupted power at 40 
Iranian security facilities; and warned Iranian operatives in 38 
countries that they were known and vulnerable. U.S. military 
leaders in the game complained that these calibrated moves 
were half-measures. 

Bombing the Iranians’ homeland rocked their team. It 
crossed a red line, in a way the U.S. side hadn’t anticipated. 
The Tehran players spurned a secret message from Obama, 
delivered through Russia, warning of “dire consequences” if 
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the nuclear program wasn’t stopped; the imaginary Iranian 
defense minister called it a “bluff.” The Iranians wanted to 
respond forcefully but not so much so that they would trigger 
an attack on their nuclear facilities. 

Then the Iranian team made what proved a devastating 
mistake. After rejecting the most aggressive options (such as 
attacking Fifth Fleet headquarters in Bahrain), they chose 
limited actions, described as the “random mining” of the Strait 
of Hormuz and “harassment” of U.S. ships in the Persian Gulf. 
The Iranians also dispersed their stockpile of uranium, but 
only half, to signal they were still willing to negotiate. But the 
United States missed the message. 

“They’ve crossed our red line,” responded the imaginary 
U.S. national security adviser — expressing the group’s 
mistaken view that the Iranians had decided to close the strait 

and attack U.S. vessels. As tensions increased, oil prices 
headed toward $200 a barrel. 

U.S. military options were between harsh and harsher: (a) 
reopen the strait by force and deliver an ultimatum that Iran 
stop its nuclear program within 24 hours; or (b) hit Iran’s 
nuclear facilities simultaneously with reopening the strait. 
Military logic seemed to require the strongest move. The U.S. 
team ultimately voted, 5 to 3, for an attack across Iran to 
disable the nuclear program and destroy coastal defenses. 

The unsolved puzzle for the U.S. side was how to stop the 
conflict, once it started. The Iranians, for their part, had 
decided to bleed the United States in a protracted struggle. The 
lesson of the exercise, concluded Pollack, is that “small 
miscalculations are magnified very quickly.” 
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29. Intervening In Syria 
While the Obama administration watches, Iran jumps in. 
(WASHINGTON POST 21 SEP 12) ... Editorial 

It’s been more than a year since the Obama administration 
began describing the downfall of Syrian dictator Bashar al-
Assad as a matter of time. He’s defied White House 
predictions in part because of his ruthlessness — more than 
20,000 Syrians, most of them civilians, have died during the 
uprising — and in part because of political and military 
weakness of his opposition. 

But the Assad regime also has been bolstered by the 
imbalance of foreign intervention. While the United States and 
other Western powers hang back, and Turkey, Saudi Arabia 
and Qatar offer weak and poorly coordinated aid, Iran has 
mounted a concerted and escalating campaign to prop up the 
government. Iran has sent men as well as arms, cash and 
technical support. 

White House aides are frequently described as worrying 
that direct U.S. aid to the rebels would intensify the war — 
which is now bloodier than Iraq at the height of its sectarian 
fighting — or prompt other countries to jump in. Ayatollah Ali 
Khamenei’s regime has no such scruples. The commander in 
chief of the Revolutionary Guard, Mohamad Ali Jafari, 
acknowledged at a news conference last weekend that 
members of the elite Quds force have been training a 50,000-
member civilian militia modeled on Iran’s own Basij force. 
Those fighters, known to Syrians as shabiha, have been guilty 
of some of the war’s worst atrocities, including the mass 
murder of civilians in several villages. 

The Wall Street Journal reported that the Revolutionary 
Guard general leading the training effort, Hossein Hamedani, 
commanded the assault on Iranians who revolted against the 

regime in 2009. Hundreds of rank-and-file members of the 
Guard and Basij are in Syria to bolster government forces, the 
Journal said. A busload of 48 was captured by the Free Syrian 
Army last month. 

Even as the Obama administration was rejecting appeals 
from Turkey, France and other allies for more robust action 
against the Assad regime, Tehran was escalating. In July it 
resumed direct cargo flights to Damascus across Iraqi 
airspace. U.S. officials, who believe that the planes carry 
military equipment, appealed to the Iraqi government to stop 
them or at least inspect them. But the flights have continued. 
U.S. officials told the New York Times that Iran has even 
provided the regime with a cargo plane for transporting 
fighters and supplies around the country. Meanwhile, the 
Lebanese militia Hezbollah, an Iranian client, has been 
sending its own trainers into Syria. 

Some administration officials dismiss the Iranian effort as 
futile support for a lost cause. But Iranian backing for the 
regime, matched against Western passivity, could keep Mr. 
Assad in power indefinitely. Even if the government in 
Damascus collapses, Iranian commanders and the militias 
they’ve trained will likely stay on to compete in what could be 
a chaotic struggle for power that could spread from Syria to 
Lebanon and Iraq. Al-Qaeda and other Sunni extremist groups 
will be part of that fight; so will the rebel groups backed by 
the fundamentalist Saudis and Qataris. If it continues its 
present policy, the United States will go on watching from the 
sidelines as the future of the Levant is decided. 
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30. Unsettled Waves 
(LAKE COUNTY (IL) NEWS-SUN 20 SEP 12) ... Editorial 

America’s Navy is involved in a large exercise this week 
in the Persian Gulf and other strategic Mideast waterways as a 
way to ensure stability and security in the region. With this 
latest mission, we are reminded that since naval warfare 
helped win the War of 1812, the Navy has been our front line 
in peace and war, deployed around the world, daily defending 
the nation’s interests. 

Perhaps it’s because of the presence of Naval Station 
Great Lakes in Lake County and the many retirees who 
mustered out of the Navy at the base and decided this area 
would be a fine place to spend their civilian years, that we pay 
attention when Sailors and naval aviators are deployed, 
keeping the sea lanes open. Nearly all those Sailors on U.S. 
ships this week in the Gulf passed through Great Lakes. 
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More than 30 countries are involved in the naval 
exercises, and while Navy brass say the maneuvers are purely 
defensive anti-mine training and not directed at any country, 
they are widely seen as a message to Iranian officials who 
have threatened repeatedly to block the Strait of Hormuz at the 
mouth of the Gulf. We would agree with Navy officials that 
the participation of such a large number of countries — 
including Great Britain and Japan — shows there is a broad, 
common interest in ensuring the region’s sea lanes remain safe 
and free for all to use. 

Water covers about 70 percent of the Earth’s surface. 
Approximately 80 percent of the world’s population lives near 
the sea. About 90 percent of all world trade by volume travels 
by sea. In other words, what happens on the sea matters. It 

matters to our national defense and economy. It matters to 
world peace. 

While engaged in the Middle East, the next maritime area 
coming into focus is the Pacific Rim, where China has coveted 
a number of islands already claimed by Japan, Philippines and 
Vietnam. With such unsettled waves, the Navy has never been 
more in demand. 

Already a global force for good, or so the television 
commercials tell us, the U.S. Navy protects our maritime 
nation bounded by oceans on both sides. A strong Navy is 
necessary for our trade and defense, and our allies, something 
members of Congress have to remember when deciding to 
slash military expenditures once this fall’s election is behind 
them. 
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31. While War Seems Unlikely, East China Sea Issues Are Here To Stay 
(ASAHI SHIMBUN 21 SEP 12) ... Alessio Patalano 

China's State Oceanic Administration (SOA) on Sept. 14 
dispatched six patrol vessels to waters around the disputed 
Senkaku Islands (called Diaoyu in Chinese) as a "legitimate 
act" of law enforcement. 

Described by SOA as a response to the Japanese 
government's purchase of three of the disputed islands from 
private ownership, this represents the largest deployment in 
the area to date. And, for the first time, these vessels entered 
Japanese waters around the five islands. 

Do these actions mark the beginning of some sort of 
military escalation? How likely is it that these incursions will 
increase the risk of war between the two countries? With 
mounting pressure to address the dispute over sovereignty of 
the Senkaku Islands, does that make conflict in the East China 
Sea an increasingly more unavoidable option for national 
authorities in Beijing and Tokyo? 

The stakes are certainly high. The East China Sea is an 
area of major significance to both countries' economies. This 
has been true for Japan since the 1960s and for China since the 
1990s. Vital Japanese and Chinese shipping lanes transit this 
basin, and ports in these countries feature in global rankings 
on the handling of international container traffic. 

Similarly, the East China Sea is rich in marine resources 
and the seabed is thought to contain considerable natural 
deposits, both invaluable elements to the food and energy 
requirements of these two nations. In this context, the 
delimitation of the Sino-Japanese maritime border and of their 
respective exclusive economic zone (EEZ) remains a 
contentious issue in bilateral relations. 

The East China Sea also has important political and 
symbolic value. In particular, the dispute over sovereignty of 
the Senkaku Islands is directly connected to questions about 
the ability of government authorities to guarantee the 
territorial integrity of a state. 

Given that both China and Japan are undergoing political 
transition, neither country can afford to be seen as weak on 
matters close to its vital functions. 

For all these reasons, the first point to make is that issues 
in the Eats China Sea are here to stay. This latest spat over the 
issue of the sovereignty of the Senkaku Islands is one 
expression of a more complex phenomenon, the increased 
importance of this body of water in Chinese national security. 

For several decades, the East China Sea was a theater of 
major strategic importance for Japan. Since the adoption of the 
1976 National Defense Program Outline, the protection of the 
sea-lanes in this body of water was recognized as a primary 
mission for the Japanese Maritime Self-Defense Forces. 

Today, this is still true for Japan, but the question is that 
the East China Sea is similarly becoming strategically 
important to China too. For both countries, this body of water 
is a primary highway for vital shipping, a crucial source for 
fish and natural resources, and a place where national 
authorities affirm their political legitimacy. 

The increase in activity by navies and coast guards (or 
wider law enforcement agencies) in the East China Sea is not a 
temporary phenomenon. Tensions might well shift from 
territorial issues, to problems of management of resources, to 
problems of military movements and exercises in the area. 

As such, the key question for authorities in Tokyo and 
Beijing, as well as for other key state actors like the United 
States, will concern the development of an approach to the 
security of this area that takes into the higher profile of 
regional maritime forces. 

Sources of tensions at sea between China and Japan are 
unlikely to fully subside, and probably will continue for the 
foreseeable future. 

In this context, the People's Liberation Army Navy is a 
fast evolving organization, enhancing training and expanding 
the scope of its operations, but it still lags Japan's Maritime 
Self-Defense Force in terms of capabilities, tactics and 
doctrine. The East China Sea has been an area of crucial 
strategic importance for Japanese naval operations for several 
decades. 

By contrast, complex open ocean operations in this 
theater are a relative novelty for Chinese naval forces. This 
raises doubts as to whether the PLA Navy really wishes a war 
it would not win. 

The risks of escalation will likely come from the realm of 
constabulary forces and maritime law enforcement agencies. 

In China, five separate organizations play a leading role in 
functions pertaining to the protection of the EEZ and territorial 
waters. These organizations have seen their capabilities 
expanding in recent years, and seem eager to prove their 
relevance to national security. In terms of capabilities, they are 
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well matched by the Japan Coast Guard but they are 
numerically superior to it. 

China on Sept. 14 announced it would submit a sea chart 
to the United Nations showing that the waters around the 
Senkaku Islands are part of Chinese territorial waters. This 
would suggest that Beijing's strategy is for these paramilitary 
forces to take the lead in Chinese actions in the disputed 
waters of the East China Sea. 

According to some observers, China's goal is to make its 
presence felt as a matter of course. 

One thing is certain. While the risk of war between the 
two navies would seem to be unlikely, the latest incursion by 
SOA vessels in waters around the Senkakus and the 
resumption of the fishing season there make the risk of a 
confrontation between the constabulary forces of the two 
countries a possibility. 

On the other hand, if such an incident flared, it would be 
particularly difficult, especially for authorities in Beijing, to 
prevent further military escalation. 

In turn, this would increase the risk of exposing the limits 
of China's overall naval power. 

On Sept. 17, 1894, the Imperial Japanese Navy and the 
Chinese Beiyang Fleet faced off in what became the main 
battle of the First Sino-Japanese War. On paper, the Chinese 
navy fielded a larger fleet and stronger capabilities than the 
Japanese. Eventually their limitations were exposed and the 
fleet was defeated. 

Today, it is in Chinese interests for history not to repeat 
itself. 

The coast guards of the two countries are increasingly 
active, but this is perhaps symptomatic of the increased 
importance of the East China Sea in their respective national 
security agendas. For these reasons, this maritime theater is 
likely to remain a core feature of Sino-Japanese security 
relations in the foreseeable future. 

This is the more important lesson to take away from 
recent events. Patrol vessels in these waters do not mean that 
war is imminent, but only that maritime issues are certain to 
remain on the agenda. 

Alessio Patalano is a lecturer in war studies and 
specializes in East Asian security and Japanese naval history 
at the Department of War Studies, King's College London. 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Vice Chief Concludes Australia Trip 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 20 FEB 12) ... Lt. Cmdr. Chris Servello, Vice Chief of Naval Operations Public Affairs 

DARWIN, Australia -- The vice chief of naval operations (VCNO) concluded a three day engagement visit to Canberra and 
Darwin, Australia Feb. 21. 

 
2. Synthetic Chemical Compound Abuse -- Sailors Who Use, Will Lose 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 21 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class LaTunya Howard, Navy Personnel Command 
Public Affairs 

MILLINGTON, Tenn. -- The Navy continued to emphasize the policy of zero tolerance for substance abuse by separating 1,515 
Sailors in fiscal year 2011 for synthetic chemical compounds, commonly called Spice, and other drug usage according to an official 
Feb. 21. 

 
3. The Good Fight 
Why the War of 1812 Matters 
(MARYLAND LIFE MAGAZINE FEBRUARY 2012) ... Ron Soodalter 

Practically every one of us was obligated to learn our national anthem in elementary school. To our modern young minds, the 
words were hard to follow and harder to remember, and the tune— borrowed from an old English drinking song—was virtually 
impossible to sing. 

 

CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
4. Blue Ridge On Patrol In 7th Fleet 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 21 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Mel Orr, USS Blue Ridge Public Affairs 

USS BLUE RIDGE, At Sea -- U.S. 7th Fleet command ship USS Blue Ridge (LCC 19) departed from Commander, Fleet 
Activities Yokosuka for patrol Feb. 21. 

 
5. High Speed Vessel Swift Arrives in Haiti, Offloads Project Handclasp Supplies 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 21 FEB 12) ... Lt. Matthew Comer, Swift Southern Partnership Station 

CAP HAITIEN, Haiti -- High Speed Vessel Swift (HSV) 2 unloaded approximately $4 billion of Project Handclasp humanitarian 
supplies in Cap Haiten, Haiti Feb. 16 during the ship's final port visit of a four-month mission supporting HSV-Southern Partnership 
Station 2012 (HSV-SPS 12) in the eastern Pacific and Caribbean Sea. 

 

GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
6. Iran Says It Will Strike Its Foes Pre-Emptively 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 21 FEB 12) ... Nasser Karimi 

TEHRAN, Iran — As pressure mounts over Iran’s nuclear program, a top Iranian general warned Tuesday that the nation will 
pre-emptively strike anyone who threatens it. 

 
7. Pentagon: Iran’s Ships Didn’t Dock In Syria 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 21 FEB 12) ... Pauline Jelinek 

WASHINGTON — The Pentagon is disputing reports that Iranian ships docked at a Syrian port over the weekend. 
 

8. U.S. Raises Possibility Of Arming Syrian Opposition 
(WASHINGTON POST 22 FEB 12) ... Karen DeYoung 

The Obama administration, which has firmly rejected calls to arm the Syrian opposition, appeared at least to allow for the 
possibility Tuesday by emphasizing that "additional measures" might have to be considered if President Bashar al-Assad continues to 
escalate his military assault on civilians. 
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9. Japan Warns U.S. Price Of F-35 Fighter Must Not Rise 
(REUTERS 21 FEB 12) ... Rie Ishiguro 

TOKYO -- Japan has repeatedly warned the United States against price rises in Lockheed Martin Corp's new F-35 fighter jet, its 
top government spokesman said on Wednesday, after U.S. and Lockheed officials noted delays in orders will increase its total cost. 

 
10. Lockheed Dismisses Korea F-35 Schedule Issue 
(AVIATION WEEK 21 FEB 12) ... Robert Wall 

SINGAPORE — A Pentagon decision to reduce near-term F-35 purchases will not hinder Lockheed Martin from meeting South 
Korea’s demand for an early 2016 first delivery under the F-X3 fighter program, insists David Scott, director of F-35 international 
customer engagement for the prime contractor. 

 
11. Pakistan Receives U.S. Surveillance Aircraft 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 21 FEB 12) 

ISLAMABAD — The Pakistani navy took delivery Feb. 21 of two state-of-the-art, U.S.-made surveillance aircraft nine months 
after Islamist militants destroyed two similar planes, officials said. 

 
12. Interview: Adm. Asif Sandila, Chief Of Naval Staff, Pakistan Navy 
(DEFENSE NEWS 20 FEB 12) ... Usman Ansari 

ISLAMABAD — Bordering Afghanistan and near the Arabian Sea, Pakistan has become a frontline state in global anti-terrorism 
endeavors since 2001. Maritime counterterrorism and anti-piracy efforts have increasingly drawn the Pakistan Navy (PN) into 
international operations such as Coalition Task Force 150 and counterpiracy Coalition Task Force 151. 

 
13. Out Of Sight, Somali Piracy Fight Gets Rougher 
(REUTERS 21 FEB 12) ... Peter Apps 

LONDON - When tanker master Miro Alibasic takes one of his company's vast ships across the Indian Ocean, he likes to have all 
the firepower he can get on board. 

 
14. Can We Ever Assess The True Cost Of Piracy? 
Oceans Beyond Piracy Have Given It Another Shot 
(SOMALIA REPORT 21 FEB 12) ... Venetia Archer and Robert Young Pelton 

Well, the Oceans Beyond Piracy (OBP) crew is at it again. The SS OBP ship is captained by 62-year-old yoghurt and real estate 
tycoon Marcel Arsenault, and his team of academics have once again sought to assess the economic cost of Somali piracy. 

 
15. U.K. Tests London Response To Possible Olympic Underground Terror Attack 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 21 FEB 12) ... Thomas Penny 

The U.K. is staging an exercise today to test the response of the emergency services and government to a possible terrorist attack 
on London’s Underground rail system during this summer’s Olympic Games. 

 

PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
16. Navy Announces Changes to Imminent Danger Pay 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 21 FEB 12) ... Chief of Naval Personnel Public Affairs 

WASHINGTON -- Sailors will now receive imminent danger pay (IDP) only for days they actually spend in IDP areas, according 
to NAVADMIN 062/12, released Feb. 17. 

 
17. Build Wealth, Not Debt 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 21 FEB 12) ... Chief Mass Communication Specialist Terrina Weatherspoon, MCPON Public Affairs 

WASHINGTON -- "Set a Goal, make a plan, save automatically" is the theme of the 2012 Military Saves Week, which began 
Feb. 19, as part of the larger nationwide America Saves Campaign, conducted in cooperation with the Consumer Federation of 
America. 

 
18. Carrier Enterprise Retools Mental Health At Sea 
From ‘Psycho’ To ‘Fuzzy Bunny’: Rethinking Mental Health At Sea 
(NAVY TIMES 20 FEB 12) ... Joshua Stewart 

Fuzzy Bunny has a small office, a soft voice and wears the Navy working uniform. But probably the most noticeable thing about 
him is that he’s a very busy guy. 
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19. Lincoln Sailors Offer Donations For Navy-Marine Corps Relief Society 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 21 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist Seaman Benjamin T. Liston, USS Abraham Lincoln Public 
Affairs 

USS ABRAHAM LINCOLN, At Sea -- Sailors assigned to the Nimitz-class aircraft carrier USS Abraham Lincoln (CVN 72) 
supported the Navy-Marine Corps Relief Society (NMCRS) by participating in NMCRS Day, Feb. 19. 

 
20. Local Sailor Uses Social Media To Search For Kidney Donor 
(WVEC ABC NORFOLK 21 FEB 12) ... Mike Gooding 

NORFOLK -- A local Sailor is using social media in hopes of finding a kidney donor. 
 

21. Linebacker Pushes On For Spot With SEALs 
(AKRON (OH) BEACON JOURNAL 21 FEB 12) ... Marla Ridenour 

When Kent State students head to Mexico and Florida for spring break next month, senior linebacker Kyle Reese will be sweating 
through four-hour workouts and trying to go 51/2 days without sleep. 

 
22. Submariner Found Dead In Quarters 
(KITSAP (WA) SUN 21 FEB 12) 

BANGOR — A 29-year-old Sailor assigned to USS Louisiana's blue crew was found dead Tuesday in his Naval Base Kitsap-
Bangor quarters, said Submarine Group 9 spokesman Lt. Ed Early. The Sailor's name is being withheld pending notification of next of 
kin. 

 
23. Past Accident Casts Shadow Of Navy Officer's Future 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 22 FEB 12) ... Bill Bartel 

Twenty-four years ago Timothy Dorsey, a novice Navy jet pilot, was flying an F-14 Tomcat during a training exercise when he 
shot down an Air Force jet over the Mediterranean Sea, injuring the two aviators aboard. 

 

FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
24. Fight Over Defense Budget Has Familiar Ring 
(THE HILL 21 FEB 12) ... Jeremy Herb 

As Republicans and Democrats drew the battle lines last week for a yearlong, two-front war over the 2013 Defense budget, their 
attack plans looked familiar. 

 
25. Lockheed Again Misses Pentagon's F-35 Fighter Goals 
(REUTERS 21 FEB 12) ... Andrea Shalal-Esa 

WASHINGTON -- Lockheed Martin Corp lost $31.5 million in award fees for its new F-35 fighter jet in 2011, the second 
consecutive year it did not meet Pentagon development goals for the aircraft, which is now facing a third restructuring. 

 
26. SPAWAR Satellite To Launch This Week 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 21 FEB 12) ... Gary Robbins 

A powerful communications satellite developed by the Space and Naval Warfare Systems Command in San Diego is scheduled to 
be launched from Cape Canaveral, Fla., on Wednesday at 5:23 p.m. EST. 

 
27. Rapid Response: ONR Technologies Are Building The Future Force 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 21 FEB 12) ... Katherine H. Crawford, Office of Naval Research 

ARLINGTON, Va. -- An automated weather observation system developed by the Office of Naval Research (ONR) through its 
TechSolutions process is being readied for tests and evaluations at the end of February in addition to being featured in a new video, 
officials announced Feb. 21. 

 
28. Navy Airship To Be Mothballed But Could Fly Again 
'Flying lab' used for military research, testing 
(ASBURY PARK (NJ) PRESS 21 FEB 12) ... Kirk Moore 

Just four months after its formal acceptance by the Navy, the MZ-3A airship at Joint Base McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst is now to be 
deflated and stored, and the program suspended amid the overall search to save money in the Department of Defense. 
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BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
29. Isles Hold On To Military Might 
(HONOLULU STAR-ADVERTISER 21 FEB 12) ... William Cole 

As military communities around the nation fret about defense cuts, U.S. Sen. Daniel Inouye said Hawaii expects to receive about 
1,000 more Marines from Okinawa, have the same number or more ships based at Pearl Harbor and see a slight increase in shipyard 
work here. 

 
30. STEM Grand Challenge Winners To Build Better Digital Tutors For Students 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 21 FEB 12) ... Office of Naval Research 

ARLINGTON, Va. -- The Office of Naval Research (ONR) announced Feb. 21 the selection of four academic and industry teams 
to develop affordable digital tutoring software to improve the science, technology, engineering and math (STEM) knowledge of 
middle and high school students. 

 
31. NAVFAC Southwest Hosts Service-Disabled Veteran-Owned Small Business Outreach 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 21 FEB 12) ... Lee H. Saunders, Naval Facilities Engineering Command Southwest Public Affairs 

CAMP PENDLETON, Calif. -- Naval Facilities Engineering Command (NAVFAC) Southwest will host a Service-Disabled 
Veteran-Owned Small Business (SDVOSB) Outreach for qualified veteran owned firms at Marine Corps Base Camp Pendleton Feb. 
28. 

 

NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
32. Lawmakers Pass Resolution Urging The Navy To Name A Sub USS South Dakota 
(RAPID CITY (SD) JOURNAL 21 FEB 12) ... David Montgomery 

The South Dakota Legislature wants to take South Dakota underwater. 
 

33. Odierno Tries To Stake Army Claim To Wider Pacific Role 
(NATIONAL JOURNAL 21 FEB 12) ... Otto Kreisher 

Despite looming deep budget and troop reductions, the Army chief of staff said on Tuesday that the nation’s biggest land force 
will increase its presence in the Asia-Pacific region, an area normally associated with air and naval forces. 

 
34. Dempsey To Troops: 'We've Heard Your Concerns' On TRICARE Fees 
(GOVERNMENT EXECUTIVE 21 FEB 12) ... Amanda Palleschi 

Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Martin Dempsey told service members Tuesday that the Defense Department is continuing 
to review the military’s health care structure after proposing changes in its fiscal 2013 budget that would increase TRICARE fees. 

 
35. Expect Increases In Health Care Costs 
(MILITARY UPDATE 20 FEB 12) ... Tom Philpott 

Out-of-pocket health care costs for military retirees and users of the Tricare retail pharmacy network would jump next October if 
Congress approves President Barack Obama's fiscal 2013 budget request. 

 
36. Bill Would Give Veteran-Owned Companies A Boost 
(NAVY TIMES 21 FEB 12) ... Rick Maze 

An Ohio congressman has introduced legislation that would move veteran-owned businesses closer to the front of the line when 
seeking contracts from the Veterans Affairs Department. 

 
37. Pentagon Delays Endanger Whistle-Blowers, Report Says 
(USA TODAY 21 FEB 12) ... Tom Vanden Brook 

WASHINGTON – The Pentagon takes too long to investigate whistle-blower complaints from troops, unfairly endangering the 
careers of those who step forward and damaging the military's ability to save money and stop fraud, a draft report by the Government 
Accountability Office says. 
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OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
38. Caps Tossed For The U.S. Navy 
(COEUR D' ALENE (ID) PRESS 22 FEB 12) ... Jack Evensizer 

As the aircraft carrier CVN 72 (Carrier Vessel Nuclear) USS (United States Ship) Abraham Lincoln steamed through the Strait of 
Hormuz last Jan. 22 escorted by the guided missile cruiser USS Cape St. George and two destroyers, it was joined by the British Royal 
Navy's frigate HMS Argyll, and a French vessel to augment the carrier group's "regular and routine transit mission." According to Fox 
News, "this was being seen as a show of strength directed at Tehran about the West's resolve to keep open the route into the Persian 
Gulf..." 

 
39. Gov't Urged To Show Realistic Ways To Relocate Futenma Base 
(MANICHI DAILY NEWS (JAPAN) 21 FEB 12) ... Editorial 

Okinawa Gov. Hirokazu Nakaima's rejection of the national government's environmental assessment on the construction of a 
substitute facility for U.S. Marine Corps Air Station Futenma in the prefecture has made it far more difficult to carry out the base 
relocation plan agreed on between Japan and the United States. 

 
40. Malaysia's Correct Strategic Decision 
With the arms build-up by India and China, and America’s pivot policy, Malaysia is taking precautionary 
steps 
(NEW STRAITS TIMES (MALAYSIA) 20 FEB 12) ... Dr. Azmi Hassan 

Talk about containing China's influence via the United States' "pivot" policy has already had a chilling effect, especially for the 
Southeast Asia region. 

 
41. Why To Forget UNCLOS 
(THE DIPLOMAT 17 FEB 12) ... Dan Blumenthal and Michael Mazza 

The Obama administration seems determined to put political science theories to the test by "binding" China into the rules-based 
order over which the United States presides. Only this time, China is already a signatory to the rules in question. The Obama 
administration seems to think it is the United States that needs the binding. 

 
42. Being Strong 
Why Russia needs to rebuild its military. 
(FOREIGN POLICY 21 FEB 12) ... Vladimir Putin 

In a world of upheaval there is always the temptation to resolve one's problems at another's expense, through pressure and force. 
 

43. Explain Fee Hikes 
(NAVY TIMES 27 FEB 12) ... Editorial 

After finally cracking the door on Tricare fee increases, the Pentagon wants to blow the door apart. The president’s proposed 
2013 defense budget calls for five years of increases in: 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Vice Chief Concludes Australia Trip 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 20 FEB 12) ... Lt. Cmdr. Chris Servello, Vice Chief of Naval Operations Public Affairs 

DARWIN, Australia -- The vice chief of naval operations 
(VCNO) concluded a three day engagement visit to Canberra 
and Darwin, Australia Feb. 21. 

Adm. Mark Ferguson met with Chief of the Australian 
Navy Vice Adm. Ray Griggs and U.S. Ambassador Hon. 
Jeffrey L. Bleich, toured naval facilities, and delivered 
remarks to students, faculty and staff at the Australian 
Defence College (ADC). 

"This was a productive and enjoyable visit," said 
Ferguson. "I came here on behalf of the Secretary of the Navy 
and Chief of Naval Operations to discuss our enduring 
presence and engagement in the Pacific." 

Meetings with VCNO and the Australian Navy staff 
focused on the recent U.S. force posture review, the status of 
the two respective navies, and plans for continued military to 
military exercises and engagement. 

"Our long-term economic and security interests are linked 
to developments in the Asia-Pacific; we place a high premium 
on our presence and support to allies and partners in the 
region," said Ferguson. "This visit further solidified the strong 
relationship we enjoy with the Australian Navy." 

In remarks to the ADC in Canberra, Ferguson talked 
about the U.S. Navy's longstanding presence in the Pacific, the 

free flow of commerce, maritime security, and the U.S. 
defense strategy. 

The ADC was established in 1999 to meet the strategic 
needs of the Australian Defence Force for joint professional 
military education and to prepare Australian and foreign 
military and government officials for joint and combined 
assignments. More than 160 military and civilian students, 
faculty and staff from 20 different countries turned out for 
Ferguson's presentation. 

"The U.S. is a Pacific maritime nation, and our strategy 
underscores our commitment to our allies and partners in this 
region," said Ferguson. "Our interests demand enduring 
presence; we are here to stay." 

In Darwin, Ferguson visited HMAS Coonawarra to meet 
with the Australian Navy staff before touring the harbor to get 
a first hand view of available support facilities for the planned 
rotational deployment of U.S. Marines to the region. 

Ferguson is traveling throughout the U.S. Pacific Fleet to 
meet with regional partners and U.S. personnel to discuss U.S. 
Navy Pacific engagement. He will visit Singapore and Guam 
next. 

Return to Index 
 

2. Synthetic Chemical Compound Abuse -- Sailors Who Use, Will Lose 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 21 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class LaTunya Howard, Navy Personnel Command 
Public Affairs 

MILLINGTON, Tenn. -- The Navy continued to 
emphasize the policy of zero tolerance for substance abuse by 
separating 1,515 Sailors in fiscal year 2011 for synthetic 
chemical compounds, commonly called Spice, and other drug 
usage according to an official Feb. 21. 

"Currently, we are discharging a number of Sailors for 
use of synthetic chemical compounds also known as Spice, 
sighting failure to obey a direct order," said Lanorfeia Holder, 
deputy director of Navy Alcohol and Drug Abuse Prevention 
(NADAP). "Those that are tested by our Armed Forces 
Medical Examiner System (AFMES) are discharged under an 
Article 92 misconduct or an Article 112A which is drug 
abuse." 

A ban was placed on five synthetic cannabis compounds 
commonly found in the designer drug Spice, but also sold 
under different names, just one year ago March 1. AFMES has 
the ability to test for those five compounds via Navy Criminal 
Investigative Services (NCIS) at the request of unit 
commanders if probable cause is determined. 

Spice is a synthetic chemical compound that is sold as 
herbal incense and mimics the effects of the drug marijuana. 
Some of the compounds were initially developed as research 
to help individuals with certain brain conditions, but the 
research did not reach its fruition, according to Holder. 

Some of the short-term effects include auditory and visual 
hallucinations, painless head pressure, panic attacks, time 
distortion and delirium. Long-term effects from the designer 
drug can include permanent physical impairment, mental 
illness or death. 

"We have Sailors who are having mental conditions that 
they will never recover from," said Holder. "Using synthetic 
chemical compounds is like playing Russian roulette; you 
never know what is in the package. As detection catches up 
with manufacturers, makers alter the ingredients in an attempt 
to avoid detection." 

OPNAVINST 5350.4D defines the scope of drug abuse as 
the wrongful use of controlled substances to include designer 
drugs, illicit-use anabolic steroids, prescription or over-the-
counter medication. 

The unlawful possession or use by Department of the 
Navy personnel of controlled substance analogues (designer 
drugs), natural substances, chemicals wrongfully used as 
inhalants, propellants, prescribed or over-the-counter 
medication or pharmaceutical compound with the intent to 
induce intoxication, excitement or stupefaction of the central 
nervous system is prohibited via SECNAVINST 5300.28D. 
Violators are subject to punitive action under the Uniform 
Code of Military Justice, Article 92. 

"If a Sailor is having issues with drug abuse or synthetic 
chemical compound use specifically, we recommend that they 
reach out to Military-One Source for confidential assessment 
and counseling at no cost to the Sailor," said Holder. "We also 
recommend members seeking substance use counseling talk 
with their doctor, chain-of-command or self-refer to a 
substance abuse rehabilitation program." 

For more information about synthetic chemical 
compounds like Spice or other designer drugs visit the 
NADAP page on the Navy Personnel Command website at 
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http://www.public.navy.mil/bupers- npc/support/nadap/education_training/pages/spice.aspx. 
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3. The Good Fight 
Why the War of 1812 Matters 
(MARYLAND LIFE MAGAZINE FEBRUARY 2012) ... Ron Soodalter 

Practically every one of us was obligated to learn our 
national anthem in elementary school. To our modern young 
minds, the words were hard to follow and harder to remember, 
and the tune— borrowed from an old English drinking song—
was virtually impossible to sing. 

Yet there are few verses in our history as movingly 
patriotic or evocative as this. In 1999, Congress deemed them 
“the words that captured the essence of our national struggle 
for independence.” 

It’s surprising, then, that many Americans are unaware of 
the war behind the “bombs bursting in air,” or the dramatic 
events off Baltimore that prompted Francis Scott Key to pen 
the words destined to become our national anthem. 

The War of 1812 was fought between the fledgling 
United States and its old adversary, Great Britain, and it has 
been referred to as our “Second War of Independence.” 

At the time, the Napoleonic Wars were raging, and 
England—determined to keep America from trading with 
France—set about stopping U.S. commercial vessels on the 
high seas and seizing and forcing (or “pressing”) American 
Sailors into service aboard British warships. 

While England saw this practice of “impressment” of 
Sailors as vital to the stability of the Royal Navy, Americans 
considered it a flagrant breach of their rights as free men. One 
of the worst outrages occurred in 1807. Sailing off the coast of 
Virginia, the British warship HMS Leopard—on the pretext of 
searching for deserters—attacked the U.S. naval frigate 
Chesapeake, killing three men, wounding 18, and removing 
four members of her crew by force. 

The practice of search and seizure became so blatant that 
British men-of-war would anchor in the waters off U.S. ports 
and intercept American vessels as they sailed out. 

In 1807, Secretary of State and future President James 
Madison complained vigorously to the British home secretary, 
but to no avail. Congress enacted embargoes in an effort to 
safeguard U.S. shipping, but their actions only served to 
further damage America’s fragile economy. 

The issue of interference at sea soon became a festering 
sore that fueled the U.S. rallying cry, “Free Trade and Sailors’ 
Rights,” and helped propel America into armed conflict. 

The United States declared war on England on June 18, 
1812. Although the war was initiated mainly to force maritime 
concessions from England, the nascent U.S. Navy, consisting 
of some 20 ships, was in no position to challenge Britain— 
long acknowledged as the “Mistress of the Seas”—for naval 
supremacy. 

America, therefore, became determined to conquer 
Canada and hold it as a bargaining chip in negotiations with 
England. There was also strong feeling in the country, with its 
growing itch for territorial expansion, that the United States 
was entitled to own Canada—a sentiment the Canadians, 
understandably, did not share. 

The war was wide-ranging in its scope, with much of the 
action occurring in and around Maryland. As Bill Pencek, 
director of the Maryland War of 1812 Bicentennial 

Commission, points out, “Although the war itself lasted for 32 
months, with major focus on the Great Lakes and the Gulf of 
Mexico, for 18 months of the conflict, the British waged a war 
of terror on the towns and villages of the Chesapeake.” 

In fact, one of the war’s defining victories, the Battle of 
Baltimore—as well as its most ignominious defeat, the 
Bladensburg disaster and the subsequent burning of 
Washington, DC—took place in Maryland. 

Maryland (especially Baltimore) had long been a thorn in 
Britain’s side. For years, privateers using the port as a home 
base had sallied out of Baltimore Harbor and preyed upon 
British commercial vessels. The city itself was known to be 
venomously Anglophobic, and her merchants had, by late 
1812, contributed millions of dollars in loans to the 
government for the pursuit of the war. 

The British reasoned that a strong British presence in the 
Chesapeake Bay could effectively prevent all commercial and 
martial Yankee ships from sailing in or out of Baltimore, as 
well as divert American forces from invading Canada. 

In February 1813, a Royal Navy squadron established a 
blockade of the bay. A month later, Rear Admiral Sir George 
Cockburn initiated what would be a year-and-a-half-long 
program of punitive raids up and down the Chesapeake. 

It was a simple thing to land troops and direct them to the 
communities neighboring the bay and its rivers. In late April, 
after occupying Spesutie Island, some five miles south of 
Aberdeen, Cockburn burned the depot at Frenchtown on the 
Elk River. 

Prevented from proceeding further upriver by the 
defenses at Fort Defiance, he directed a squadron of the Royal 
Navy in a May 3rd attack on Havre de Grace at the mouth of 
the Susquehanna, defeating the tiny militia force defending the 
town and putting 40 of its 60 dwellings to the torch. Cockburn 
then sent his men upriver, where they destroyed the Principio 
Iron Works, a foundry that had supplied cannons to the 
Americans. 

There followed an ongoing series of skirmishes at various 
towns—among them Fredericktown, Georgetown, 
Queenstown, St. Michaels, Slippery Hill, and Blakeford— 
with the British burning of homes, fields, and businesses an 
integral part of the campaign. 

Marylanders were outraged. 
One Baltimore publication referred to Cockburn as a 

“great bandit,” and the “leader of a host of barbarians.” 
Throughout 1813 and early 1814, England virtually controlled 
the Chesapeake, facing minimal resistance from either 
American vessels or regular troops. What forces there were 
consisted mainly of local militia companies, which were, in 
the words of one Free State chronicler, “slow to respond and 
quick to flee.” 

As one recent study asserts, “The Chesapeake sustained 
more enemy raids… more property damage and other losses, 
than any other theater of operations in the war, and the bulk of 
these raids took place in Maryland.” 
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By April 1814, Napoleon had been defeated and exiled to 
Elba, and more than 15,000 British troops—enough to target 
several key cities—were diverted from Europe to the war in 
America. 

On August 19-20, some 4,000 British troops were put 
ashore at Benedict, Maryland, and formed to march on 
Washington. Commanded by Major General Robert Ross and 
the ubiquitous Cockburn, they proceeded overland toward the 
capital by way of Bladensburg. 

Unfortunately for the Americans, the defense of the 
Prince George’s County town was in the hands of a 
thoroughly inept, politically appointed brigadier general 
named William H. Winder. Winder commanded 7,000 men—
nearly twice as many as the British force—but most of them 
were untried militia. 

Winder’s first (and last) mistake was in not destroying the 
bridge into Bladensburg. It was an oversight of which the 
enemy took full advantage. After pouring across the bridge, 
the British so thoroughly routed the panicked militia that the 
disorganized retreat was soon being written and sung about as 
“the Bladensburg Races.” 

Miraculously, American losses were light— because, 
some said, they were running too fast to suffer casualties. 

It was arguably one of the most humiliating defeats ever 
suffered by Americans in the field, and it meant there was now 
nothing between the British and the nation’s capital. 

On August 24, Ross and Cockburn marched their troops 
into Washington and spent the next 26 hours burning the 
White House, the Capitol, the War and Treasury departments’ 
building, a federal arsenal, and a number of other government 
structures and private residences. Fortunately, most of 
Washington’s citizens and public officials—including 
President Madison, his wife, and cabinet—had fled well in 
advance of the torching. 

Four days after the sack of Washington, a British 
squadron captured Alexandria, Virginia, without resistance. 
The next objective was Baltimore, and the freshly victorious 
British had no reason to doubt that they would reprise their 
recent successes. 

This time, instead of marching overland, the British took 
to their ships and prepared for a combined land and sea 
assault. 

Meanwhile, the city’s leading militia commander, Major 
General Samuel Smith, gathered a force of 15,000 militiamen 
from Maryland, Pennsylvania, Delaware, and Virginia, most 
of whom he deployed on the earthworks that protected 
Baltimore. 

On September 12, 4,200 British troops, again under Ross, 
landed at North Point, where they were met by a force of 
3,200 Americans. This time, the militiamen performed well; 
during the fierce fighting, the Americans gained the upper 
hand. 

Ross was killed, and the British—aware that they could 
not penetrate the city’s newly reinforced defenses—elected to 
dig in and await the Royal Navy’s assault on Fort McHenry, 
the star-shaped brick structure standing on the peninsula at the 
harbor’s mouth. Only the fort’s cannon and a chain of sunken 
vessels prevented the British ships from entering Baltimore 
Harbor. 

At 6 a.m. on September 13, the Royal Navy’s 50-warship 
armada began its bombardment. Watching it from the deck of 

a ship in the harbor was a respected young Washington lawyer 
named Francis Scott Key. 

Several days prior, Key had embarked on a mission, 
sanctioned by President Madison, to secure the release of an 
American civilian prisoner of the British. Accompanying Key 
on his errand was John Skinner, U.S. agent for the exchange 
of prisoners. 

Key and Skinner sailed to the British flagship Tonnant, on 
which the American was being held, and presented their case 
to Ross. Moved by their pleas, but fearing his guests might 
have inadvertently gathered intelligence on the impending 
battle, Ross agreed to release the prisoner—and Key and 
Skinner— but only after the attack on Baltimore. 

Apparently, the Tonnant was overcrowded, and Key, 
Skinner, and the American captive were allowed to return to 
their own vessel to await the outcome of the assault. It was 
from here that they watched as the British warships launched 
their assault on Fort McHenry. 

The Royal Navy threw everything it had at the fort: more 
than 1,500 rounds of cannon shot, as well as 190-lb. mortar 
shells (the “bombs bursting in air”) and 32-lb. Congreve 
rockets, whose trail left a “red glare” as they arced toward the 
fort. 

The assault continued through the day and night of the 
13th and into the following morning. But 25 hours after the 
first shots were fired, when the British guns were finally 
stilled and the flotilla weighed anchor and sailed down the 
Patapsco River to the Chesapeake Bay, only five Americans 
within the fort had been killed, and 24 wounded. And there, 
above the ramparts, flew the fort’s 30-by- 42-foot 15-star flag. 

The previous summer, a Baltimore widow had sewn it as 
part of a commission in anticipation of a British attack; now, 
its presence above the walls so inspired Key that he wrote four 
verses to commemorate the victory. The rest, as they say, is 
history. In 1931, the seminal poem and its accompanying tune 
were named America’s national anthem. The flag—or what 
remains of it—currently resides in the Smithsonian. 

There would be more battles and more bloodshed before 
the Treaty of Ghent brought the war to an inconclusive finish 
on February 16, 1815. There has been debate since the very 
end of hostilities as to who actually won the War of 1812. 

Although victory was claimed by both England and the 
United States, most historians agree that neither side was the 
winner. Both sides won battles and suffered defeats, but 
neither truly prevailed. Ironically, it can be argued that Canada 
won, simply for having successfully repelled the United 
States’ repeated attempts at invasion. 

Nonetheless, although the Treaty of Ghent merely 
reestablished conditions as they had existed before the war, 
and made no mention of either the impressment of Sailors or 
the issue of free shipping, America emerged from the conflict 
stronger and considerably more self-assured. 

Some of our national icons—Andrew Jackson, Zachary 
Taylor, and William Henry Harrison—won lasting fame in the 
war and would later ride that fame into the White House. 
Further, America now had an army that had been tried in the 
fire, and a navy that had won battles both on the Great Lakes 
and the high seas. 

At the commencement of hostilities, the United States had 
a mere 20 vessels with which to contest the British fleet of 
more than 1,000 warships; yet against these staggering odds, 
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through skill and sheer grit, the fledgling U.S. navy had 
managed to fight the greatest martial fleet in the world to a 
standstill. 

Ultimately, the War of 1812 signified America’s 
definitive break from Great Britain. As one historian writes, 

Americans at the time viewed themselves as having 
“preserved their country and vindicated their independence.” 
From this time forward, she would be regarded as a nation to 
be reckoned with. 

Return to Index 
 
 

CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
4. Blue Ridge On Patrol In 7th Fleet 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 21 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Mel Orr, USS Blue Ridge Public Affairs 

USS BLUE RIDGE, At Sea -- U.S. 7th Fleet command 
ship USS Blue Ridge (LCC 19) departed from Commander, 
Fleet Activities Yokosuka for patrol Feb. 21. 

Commanded by Capt. Daniel Grieco, Blue Ridge is 
manned by more than 700 Sailors, including embarked 7th 
Fleet staff and Marines from Fleet Anti-terrorism Security 
Team Pacific. 

Blue Ridge will visit foreign ports to engage allies and 
strengthen partnerships across the Asia-Pacific region. Sailors 
and Marines will also participate in several community service 
projects with partner navies and local aid groups. 

"USS Blue Ridge is departing for a deployment 
throughout the 7th Fleet area of operations and will conduct 
port calls to strengthen regional ties while training to maintain 
the crew's sea qualifications," said Blue Ridge Operations 
Officer Lt. Cmdr. Zachary McCarty. 

The Blue Ridge Morale, Welfare and Recreation 
department offers service members opportunities to visit local 

markets, theme parks, memorials and other cultural sites 
during their time off. 

"I can't wait to go shopping," said Culinary Specialist 
Seaman Lorena Cardoza. "Also, I'm looking forward to taking 
cultural tours and relaxing on the beach." 

While Sailors will get the chance to enjoy rest and 
relaxation opportunities, Blue Ridge will be fully operational 
during the patrol. Blue Ridge will provide advanced 
communications capabilities throughout the 7th Fleet, 
supporting theater security cooperation, fleet coordination and 
engagement goals during the patrol. 

The leader in bold, forward-presence at sea, Blue Ridge 
has been forward-deployed to Yokosuka, Japan for nearly 33 
years. As the flagship for Commander, U.S. 7th Fleet, Vice 
Adm. Scott H. Swift, Blue Ridge is instrumental in forging 
partnerships in the region while leading the fleet with its 
advanced shipboard communications systems. 
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5. High Speed Vessel Swift Arrives in Haiti, Offloads Project Handclasp Supplies 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 21 FEB 12) ... Lt. Matthew Comer, Swift Southern Partnership Station 

CAP HAITIEN, Haiti -- High Speed Vessel Swift (HSV) 
2 unloaded approximately $4 billion of Project Handclasp 
humanitarian supplies in Cap Haiten, Haiti Feb. 16 during the 
ship's final port visit of a four-month mission supporting 
HSV-Southern Partnership Station 2012 (HSV-SPS 12) in the 
eastern Pacific and Caribbean Sea. 

Project Handclasp is a U.S. Navy program that accepts 
and transports educational, humanitarian and goodwill 
materials donated by America's private sector on a space-
available basis aboard Navy ships for distribution to foreign 
nation recipients. 

"The Project Handclasp offload was our first engagement 
in Haiti," Cmdr. Garry Wright, HSV-SPS 12 mission 
commander, said. "There are so many pieces that go into 
making this program a success, that it really highlights the 
successful coordination and partnership already happening 
here." 

Swift unloaded 200 pallets of cargo while in port. The 
pallets included medical supplies, disinfectant, an ultrasound 
machine, school books, high-calorie meals and two vehicles. 
The materials were picked by non-governmental organizations 
to be delivered throughout the country. 

Twenty pallets of supplies were reserved for Ecole de 
Choix, a donar-funded, tri-lingual school in Mirebalais. The 
supplies included fluoride and 9,000 textbooks donated by the 
Town School in California and Lutheran World Relief. The 
supplies will help 180 children at Ecole de Choix and several 
other schools in the area. 

"The difference these donations make is unbelievable," 
Mary Clisbee, associate dean at Nova South East University 
said. "We work with kids in extreme conditions of poverty, 
surviving on less than a dollar a day. It is great how Lutheran 
World Relief, GB group, Nova South East, the Navy and the 
people of Haiti could come together to make a difference in 
the future of these children." 

Teams aboard Swift will participate in subject matter 
expert exchanges with their Haitian peers during the visit. A 
team of 19 Seabees from Naval Mobile Construction Battalion 
23 and five U.S. Marines worked with a team of Indonesian 
construction engineers in Caracol. The project will involve 
renovations at the local school and dispensary, which will 
benefit 14,000 community members. 

A detachment of nine Marines aboard Swift are scheduled 
to work with a U.N training team from the Haitian National 
Police academy to provide instruction in martial arts, non-
lethal weapons, leadership and pistol marksmanship. The joint 
training is being held at a U.N compound manned by Chilean 
marines and will include approximately 40 Haitian national 
police. 

"This is a unique opportunity to be the first Marine unit to 
train with the Haitian Police in Cap Haitien," said Gunnery 
Sgt. David Pearce. "We are hoping that our efforts here will 
give the Haitians the necessary tools to be successful in their 
endeavors. We are proud to continue the fine tradition of 
Marines in Haiti, like Chesty Puller and Smedley Butler." 
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A medical and veterinary team from Swift is scheduled to 
work with local health care providers in the region to discuss 
basic health care, fundamental treatments and the prevention 
of disease. 

The ship has visited Dominican Republic, El Salvador, 
Guatemala, Peru and Panama during its mission. Haiti is the 
last port call before the ship and embarked HSV-SPS 12 
personnel return to their homeports. 
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GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
6. Iran Says It Will Strike Its Foes Pre-Emptively 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 21 FEB 12) ... Nasser Karimi 

TEHRAN, Iran — As pressure mounts over Iran’s nuclear 
program, a top Iranian general warned Tuesday that the nation 
will pre-emptively strike anyone who threatens it. 

The statement by Gen. Mohammed Hejazi continues the 
defiant tone Tehran has taken in its confrontation with 
Western countries that claim it is developing nuclear weapons. 
Iran says its nuclear program is for peaceful purposes. 

“We do not wait for enemies to take action against us,” 
said Hejazi, according to the semiofficial Fars news agency. 
“We will use all our means to protect our national interests.” 

The U.S. and Israel have not ruled out strikes against 
Iranian nuclear facilities. 

Iran also said Tuesday that a visiting U.N. team did not 
plan to inspect the country’s nuclear facilities and will only 
hold talks with officials in Tehran. 

The statement cast doubt on how well U.N. inspectors can 
gauge whether Iran is moving ahead with its suspected pursuit 
of nuclear weapons. 

The visit by the International Atomic Energy Agency 
team, which started Monday, is the second in less than a 
month. 

Foreign Ministry spokesman Ramin Mehmanparast said 
the visiting IAEA team was made up of experts, not 
inspectors. He told reporters that the IAEA team was holding 
discussions Tuesday in Tehran to prepare for future 
cooperation between Iran and the U.N. watchdog. He said this 
cooperation is at its “best” level. 

“The (title) of the members of the visiting delegation is 
not ‘inspectors.’ This is an expert delegation. The purpose of 
visit is not inspection,” said Mehmanparast. “The aim is to 
negotiate about cooperation between Iran and the agency and 
to set a framework for a continuation of the talks.” 

Visits to Iranian nuclear sites were not part of the IAEA 
visit three weeks ago. 

But on Monday, Iranian state radio said the U.N. team 
had asked to visit the Parchin military complex outside Tehran 
— a known, conventional arms facility that has been 
suspected of making secret weapons — and to meet Iranian 
nuclear scientists involved in the country’s controversial 
program. 

“Iran’s cooperation with the (IAEA) agency continues 
and is at its best level,” added Mehmanparast. 

The visit comes as Iran carries out air defense war games 
to practice protecting nuclear and other sensitive sites. 

The official news agency IRNA said Monday the four-day 
air defense war games — dubbed “Sarallah,” or “God’s 
Revenge” — were taking place in the south of the country and 
involve anti-aircraft batteries, radar and warplanes. The drill 
will be held over 73,000 square miles (190,000 square 
kilometers) near the port of Bushehr, the site of Iran’s lone 
nuclear power plant. 

Iran has held multiple air, land and sea maneuvers in 
recent months as the tensions increased. 

The military maneuvers are viewed as a message to the 
West that Iran is prepared to defend itself against hostile 
measures and to retaliate — including warnings that it could 
cut the strategic Strait of Hormuz waterway off its southern 
coast with its naval forces. 

Tehran is also under heavy economic pressure. Last 
month, the European Union imposed sanctions on Iran’s fuel 
exports and froze its central bank assets. An oil embargo is set 
to begin in July. 

Iranian officials said the country should respond by 
cutting off EU states early, before they can line up alternative 
buyers. Over the weekend, Tehran announced that it was pre-
emptively cutting off exports to France and Britain. 
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7. Pentagon: Iran’s Ships Didn’t Dock In Syria 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 21 FEB 12) ... Pauline Jelinek 

WASHINGTON — The Pentagon is disputing reports 
that Iranian ships docked at a Syrian port over the weekend. 

Iranian state-run Press TV said Saturday that an Iranian 
navy destroyer and a supply ship had docked in the port of 
Tartus to provide training to ally Syria’s naval forces, as Syria 
tries to crush the opposition movement. 

But Defense Department press secretary George Little 
said Tuesday the U.S. military saw no indication that the ships 
docked or delivered any cargo. Little said Tehran’s ships went 
through the Suez Canal and now appear to be going back 
through the canal again. 

Return to Index 
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8. U.S. Raises Possibility Of Arming Syrian Opposition 
(WASHINGTON POST 22 FEB 12) ... Karen DeYoung 

The Obama administration, which has firmly rejected 
calls to arm the Syrian opposition, appeared at least to allow 
for the possibility Tuesday by emphasizing that "additional 
measures" might have to be considered if President Bashar al-
Assad continues to escalate his military assault on civilians. 

The comments, made by spokespersons at both the White 
House and the State Department, came as dozens of 
international leaders prepared to attend an emergency meeting 
on Syria in Tunis on Friday. 

Several governments in the region, including Qatar, the 
United Arab Emirates, Saudi Arabia and Turkey, have been at 
the forefront of efforts to take stronger action against Assad. 
The United States and others have been resistant. 

The conference agenda includes discussion of 
humanitarian aid to Syrians under attack, additional sanctions 
against the Assad government, and efforts to help organize a 
divided internal opposition. 

But shelling of Syrian opposition strongholds, including 
the city of Homs, by government forces has all but assured 
that the subject of arming the opposition will be on the table at 
the "Friends of Syria" gathering, where Secretary of State 
Hillary Rodham Clinton will head the U.S. delegation. 

Russia, a Syrian ally whose veto of a U.N. Security 
Council resolution this month stymied a U.N. attempt to force 
Assad to step down, has said it will not attend, nor will Iran, 
Assad's other main backer. 

The Tunis meeting is patterned after a "Friends of Libya" 
conference that preceded international military intervention in 
that country. But administration officials said the Libyan 
situation had been far different, with a united political and 
military force opposed to leader Moammar Gaddafi. 

The administration has been disappointed at the inability 
of the largely Sunni Syrian opposition to unify and to persuade 
minority Shiites, Christians and other groups to join against 
Assad. The leadership and organization of opposition military 
forces, primarily defectors who have formed the Free Syria 
Army, remain relatively opaque. 

"Until we're a lot clearer about who they are and what 
they are, I think it would be premature to talk about arming 
them," Gen. Martin Dempsey, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff, told CNN on Sunday. 

But the ongoing assault on Homs, surrounded by 
government artillery, increasingly echoes Gaddafi's threat to 
obliterate the Libyan opposition stronghold of Benghazi, the 
spark that led to outside intervention there. 

The administration and its allies have additional concerns 
as the Syrian situation worsens. Al-Qaeda forces from Iraq 
have already conducted some attacks in Syria, a senior 
administration official said, and there are fears their 
involvement will increase if the violence continues. There are 
also worries that Assad might unleash Syria's considerable 
stores of chemical weapons. 

Meanwhile, the International Committee of the Red Cross 
appealed Tuesday to Syrian officials to allow a daily two-hour 
truce so it can aid the worst-affected areas. 

"In Homs ... entire families have been stuck for days in 
their homes, unable to step outside to get bread, other food or 
water, or to obtain medical care," ICRC President Jakob 
Kellenberger said in a statement. 

"The current situation requires an immediate decision to 
implement a humanitarian pause in the fighting," Kellenberger 
said. 
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9. Japan Warns U.S. Price Of F-35 Fighter Must Not Rise 
(REUTERS 21 FEB 12) ... Rie Ishiguro 

TOKYO -- Japan has repeatedly warned the United States 
against price rises in Lockheed Martin Corp's new F-35 fighter 
jet, its top government spokesman said on Wednesday, after 
U.S. and Lockheed officials noted delays in orders will 
increase its total cost. 

The comments from Chief Cabinet Secretary Osamu 
Fujimura come after Japan's Sankei newspaper cited 
unidentified U.S. government officials as saying that Japan 
had threatened that it may even cancel its orders if prices 
climbed. 

Japan picked the F-35 as its next mainstay fighter in 
December, choosing it over combat-proven but less stealthy 
rivals. 

"When we were selecting the fighter, we asked those 
making the proposals to strictly observe their proposed prices 

and supply schedules. Japan has conveyed this to the U.S. 
from time to time," Fujimura told a news conference. 

The Pentagon last week confirmed plans to put off orders 
for 179 F-35s over the next five years to save $15.1 billion, a 
move that Lockheed executive vice president Tom Burbage 
told Reuters would increase the price of the plane somewhat. 

Canadian officials have been told the price of their jets 
would increase by a nominal percentage amount "in the low 
single digits" as a result of the U.S. slowdown. 

Japan's Defense Ministry has said each jet would cost 8.9 
billion yen ($112 million), or 9.9 billion yen including spare 
parts. The ministry plans to buy 4 jets in the year beginning in 
April and 42 units eventually. 
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10. Lockheed Dismisses Korea F-35 Schedule Issue 
(AVIATION WEEK 21 FEB 12) ... Robert Wall 

SINGAPORE — A Pentagon decision to reduce near-
term F-35 purchases will not hinder Lockheed Martin from 
meeting South Korea’s demand for an early 2016 first delivery 
under the F-X3 fighter program, insists David Scott, director 

of F-35 international customer engagement for the prime 
contractor. 

Current production capacity can build 48 aircraft 
annually, and with the U.S. looking to buy around 30 aircraft 
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per year, there are slots to meet South Korea’s demands, as 
well as other near-term international buyers such as Japan, 
Turkey, Italy and Norway. 

A Joint Strike Fighter steering board will convene soon to 
update and reconcile purchase plans. If there is need for extra 
tooling to be acquired either at Lockheed Martin or in the F-35 
supply chain, there would be time to do so, Scott tells Aviation 
Week during the Singapore air show. 

The South Korean competition to supply 60 fighters will 
pit the F-35A against the Boeing F-15 Silent Eagle and, 
potentially, European bidders. 

The international buys also will help maintain production 
of F-35s at a more economical rate, Scott notes. 

Lockheed Martin would need a waiver to sell the fighter 
to South Korea because of a U.S. prohibition of exporting 
hardware before an aircraft has entered service with the U.S. 
The waiver is likely to be granted, though, with the U.S. 
government having already granted one for Japan. 

Still unclear is what the next big F-35 competition will be 
overseas. The focus, after South Korea, likely will shift to 
solidifying plans with Singapore, Australia and others already 
involved in the program at various levels. 
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11. Pakistan Receives U.S. Surveillance Aircraft 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 21 FEB 12) 

ISLAMABAD — The Pakistani navy took delivery Feb. 
21 of two state-of-the-art, U.S.-made surveillance aircraft nine 
months after Islamist militants destroyed two similar planes, 
officials said. 

Pakistan said the P3C aircraft, modified with the latest 
avionics, are designed to improve surveillance in the North 
Arabian sea, one of the world’s most important shipping 
routes deeply troubled by Somali piracy. 

“The two aircraft have been delivered to the Pakistan 
navy. These aircraft have been provided under the foreign 
military funding program,” a spokesman for the U.S. Embassy 
in Islamabad told AFP. 

Relations between Pakistan and the U.S. were severely 
damaged last year by a covert American raid that killed 

Osama bin Laden and air strikes that killed 24 Pakistani 
soldiers. The alliance remains tense. 

The navy said the aircraft would help “maintain requisite 
vigil in our vital area of interest in the North Arabian Sea,” 
which it said was “home to intense maritime activity both 
legal and illegal and thus warrants continuous guard.” 

Pakistan is to receive six P3C aircraft from the United 
States in three batches. The first two, received in 2010, were 
destroyed during a 17-hour siege of a key naval base in 
Karachi last May blamed on the Taliban. 

The attack killed 10 personnel and deeply embarrassed 
the military, just three weeks after bin Laden was killed in the 
garrison town of Abbottabad. 
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12. Interview: Adm. Asif Sandila, Chief Of Naval Staff, Pakistan Navy 
(DEFENSE NEWS 20 FEB 12) ... Usman Ansari 

ISLAMABAD — Bordering Afghanistan and near the 
Arabian Sea, Pakistan has become a frontline state in global 
anti-terrorism endeavors since 2001. Maritime 
counterterrorism and anti-piracy efforts have increasingly 
drawn the Pakistan Navy (PN) into international operations 
such as Coalition Task Force 150 and counterpiracy Coalition 
Task Force 151. 

The Navy, led since October by Adm. Asif Sandila, must 
maintain its peacetime fleet plus deterrent credibility in the 
face of archrival India’s military expansion, which includes a 
modernization and expansion program for the Indian Navy. 
The Pakistan Navy’s own modernization plans have been 
complicated by the nation’s poor financial position, which has 
made Pakistan more reliant on China for new military 
equipment. 

Q. You have only just taken up office. What are the 
most pressing issues you face at present? 

A. We are faced with a phenomenal naval buildup in our 
immediate neighborhood, which has the potential to disturb 
the balance of naval power in the region. We need to ensure 
that this balance is redressed and naval power is not 
concentrated in any one center in [the Indian Ocean region]. 
We are taking steps to achieve that, but at the same time we, 
being located astride a global energy highway, are also 
required to play a pivotal role in ensuring maritime security 
and stability of the northwest part of the region. Pakistan is 
thus torn between redressing an unprecedented naval buildup, 
as well as ensuring maritime security. To cope with these dual 

yet tremendously challenging propositions on either flanks of 
Pakistan at a time when we are passing through difficult 
financial times is the most pressing issue I face today. 

Q. With Pakistan’s troubled economy, how is the Navy 
continuing to finance its operations and acquisitions? It no 
longer seems that Pakistan will be looking to acquire 
surplus warships, like additional Oliver Hazard Perry-
class frigates. 

A. It’s true that our economy is not in a healthy state at 
the moment, but considering the precarious security 
environment in our region and its impact on Pakistan, the 
government has not carried out cuts in any field of defense, 
including the Navy. I therefore don’t think that our future 
acquisition programs will suffer due to budgetary constraints. 
With regards to the Oliver Hazard Perry acquisition, the 
program is not being financed through our national funding. 
Rather, it falls under the U.S.-sponsored Foreign Military 
Financing Program, and it remains on course. As of now, we 
have visibility of four more Oliver Hazard Perry ships to be 
supplied to the Navy in 2013 and 2014 in batches of two each. 

Q. A strategic threat from India has been cited in 
plans for the Navy’s expansion, but if this also means a 
manpower increase, as well as the number of hulls in the 
water, how will you meet these costs? Would the 
incremental replacement of existing manpower-intensive 
systems allow this to happen, or will you have to seek a 
budget increase? 
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A. I have alluded to the massive Indian naval buildup, but 
let me clarify that we can neither afford nor do we plan to 
match it in terms of numerical strength, be it the number of PN 
personnel or PN platforms. We have our own employment 
strategy, and we are developing our strength and hardware to 
enable successful manifestation of this strategy. It is not 
exclusively Indo-centric. It is essentially based on achieving 
certain capabilities that we hope will help us deliver in the 
hour of need. 

Q. One of the most high-profile acquisition programs 
of your predecessor’s tenure was the next-generation 
submarine. Can you expand on reports of a Chinese 
submarine design being selected, and comment on whether 
the HDW Type-214 may still see service with Pakistan as a 
replacement for the Agosta-70s? 

A. Submarines all along have been our main strength and 
at the heart of our naval strategy of offensive sea denial. Over 
the years, the strength of our submarines has dwindled due to 
aging. Our primary consideration is to acquire modern and 
potent submarines. All options, including submarines of the 
West, as well as China, are under deliberation, though no 
decision has been taken as yet. 

Q. Long-standing plans include the expansion of the 
shipbuilding industry but also to diversify construction 
locations away from Karachi to places like Gwadar and 
Ormara. Where do these plans stand? 

A. Our long-term plan is to have two major shipbuilding 
and repair yards at Port Bin Qasim in the east and Gwadar in 
the west. In addition, we have a strategic plan to develop this 
rich but hitherto untapped segment of our maritime sector. To 
realize the same, we have a high-level shipbuilding task force 
formed under the aegis of [the Ministry of Defence 
Production]. 

Q. How do you plan to replace the P-3C Orions 
destroyed by terrorists last year? And what else can we 
expect from the Navy’s maritime patrol aircraft 
procurement efforts? Have you examined any Chinese 
options, such as the H-6K or Y-8Q? And is any thought 
being given to replacing your elderly Westland Sea King 
helicopters yet? 

A. Despite the loss of two P-3Cs during the unfortunate 
attack on [Pakistan Naval Station] Mehran last year, our 
maritime surveillance capability remains intact and we can 
well manage our operational requirements. Nevertheless, we 
have initiated the process for the replacement of the destroyed 
aircraft from the U.S. and remain hopeful of a positive 
outcome. You must appreciate that the P-3C is designed for 
long-range surveillance. Deploying this aircraft continuously 
for routine surveillance in peacetime is not only 
uneconomical, it actually amounts to its underutilization. We 
are thus maintaining smaller and cheaper maritime patrol 
aircraft — i.e., FK-27S —which fulfills our day-to-day 
operational needs. Apart from that, we are considering a range 
of other surveillance aircraft, including Chinese options. 

With regard to our Sea King helos, we have signed the 
Mid Life Upgrade Program, under which a new and modern 
avionics suite and sensors will be fitted onboard, making them 
a more potent and capable aerial platform. 

Q. The effectiveness of the small number of Exocet-
equipped anti-ship strike Mirage-5 aircraft is now surely 
questionable. What do you intend to replace them with? 
And is there a case for having these Pakistan Air Force 
aircraft under naval control? 

A. PAF Mirage aircraft equipped with missiles are 
effective [anti-shipping strike] platforms. The PN and PAF 
have put in place an efficient mechanism for their optimum 
deployment, which is why we don’t feel the need to place 
them under PN control. There are plans to replace the systems 
which become obsolete or are no longer operationally 
effective. 

Q. Later this decade, you will face an Indian nuclear-
powered, nuclear-armed ballistic submarine that threatens 
the current strategic balance in South Asia. How do you 
intend to respond? 

A. The strategic dimension of India’s naval buildup is a 
cause of concern not only for us but for the entire Indian 
Ocean region. I feel nuclearization of the Indian Ocean does 
not augur well for peace and stability in the region. We are 
mindful of this development and taking necessary measures to 
restore the strategic balance. 

Q. Your predecessors have spoken about further new-
build warships. Can we expect more orders for the F-22P 
frigate, or perhaps the heavier Type-054A Jiankai-II? 
What about your Turkish-designed corvette program. Has 
that been abandoned? 

A. Contemporary maritime warfare has increased and 
diversified the roles of surface ships manifold, thus making 
them indispensable for any navy. The Pakistan Navy, being 
incessantly engaged in maritime security, counterterrorism and 
anti-piracy operations, is still short of surface ships to meet the 
growing requirements. We feel that despite addition of four F-
22P frigates and planned induction of U.S. OHP-class frigates, 
our force structure in terms of surface ships would still be 
deficient. We are thus evaluating various options, including 
corvette-sized ships to meet the shortfall. 

Q. There have been long-standing plans to increase 
security in the coastal/littoral environments. What are 
your current and future plans for Pakistan Navy Marines 
and the Maritime Safety Agency? 

A. Coastal and port security remains a high-priority area 
for the Pakistan Navy, and we are making concerted efforts in 
this direction. PN is actively pursuing the formation of a Joint 
Maritime Information Organization. In Pakistan, a whole host 
of agencies working under different ministries are in one way 
or the other concerned with maritime security. This, at times, 
leads to information blockage and duplication of efforts, 
resulting in uncoordinated response to challenges in the 
maritime arena. We are pursuing this interministerial and 
interagency body, which will bring more synergy in our 
efforts and become an assured guarantor of our port and 
coastal security. 

PN Marines have a wide variety of roles to perform, but 
most importantly, they are entrusted with the defense of the 
Creeks area [which is part of the disputed Indo-Pakistani 
maritime border]. For this purpose, we have equipped them 
with special craft and assault boats to add to their mobility and 
firepower in support of their operational plans. 

Return to Index 
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13. Out Of Sight, Somali Piracy Fight Gets Rougher 
(REUTERS 21 FEB 12) ... Peter Apps 

LONDON - When tanker master Miro Alibasic takes one 
of his company's vast ships across the Indian Ocean, he likes 
to have all the firepower he can get on board. 

Having seen last year how Somali pirates treat their 
captives, the 61-year-old is in no hurry to experience it again. 

"It was hell on earth," he told Reuters by telephone from 
his home in the Croatian port of Dubrovnik. 

The number of ships seized in the region by Somali 
pirates fell last year, industry data shows, but the overall 
number of attempted attacks continues to rise and the raids 
have become increasingly violent. 

Breaking the piracy "business model" and tackling 
Somalia's onshore problems will be among the aims of a major 
international conference on Somalia in London on Thursday. 
But few are optimistic of a solution any time soon, and 
shippers say they must take matters into their own hands. 

Greater use of private armed security guards on ships and 
a much tougher approach by international navies is beginning 
to work, some mariners, officials, contractors and military 
officers say. But others worry they may simply fuelling a 
growing arms race, ramping up the conflict and producing a 
rising human and financial cost. 

In March last year, Alibasic was transporting a cargo of 
crude oil from Sudan to Asia when his tanker - the 100,000 
ton United Arab Emirates-registered Zirku - came under 
attack. For 90 minutes, the pirates poured heavy machine gun 
and rocket propelled grenade fire into the vessel. 

Then they were aboard, swarming over the two levels of 
barbed wire that surrounded the decks. 

The ferocity of the initial onslaught, he says, was matched 
by much of the treatment suffered by him and his 28 crew 
during their 75 days in captivity. 

As the shipowners negotiated the payment of an 
unspecified but reportedly "massive" ransom, he did 
everything he could to keep the multinational crew - including 
Jordanians, Egyptians, Ukrainians and Pakistanis - safe from 
sometimes drugged and bored captors. 

"I read them poetry and played them opera to try to calm 
them down," he said, adding that he also played chess with the 
pirate leader "Abdallah" to win his respect. "But they nearly 
hanged my second mate." 

The unlucky second officer's only offence, he said, was to 
have demanded the right to have a shower after spending 
hours working in the tanker's sweltering engine room. By the 
time Alibasic persuaded the pirates to let him go, the rope was 
already around his neck. 

Seafarers' organizations say the treatment of prisoners has 
worsened over time. Other sailors have been suspended hung 
upside down for hours, dumped overboard or even keelhauled 
- dragged under the ship from one side to the other on a rope, a 
traditional punishment of the age of sail barely reported since 
the 17th or early 18th centuries. 

Estimates suggest at least 60 seafarers have died. 
Tougher Naval Approach 
When the pirates forced Alibasic to sail back out into the 

Indian Ocean to rescue some of their stranded colleagues, he 
found himself on the receiving end of a new set of naval rules 
of engagement. 

On one of his trips, his tanker came under fire from the 
U.S. Navy. 

"I got on the radio and said: "What are you doing? They 
(the pirates) will kill us all ... They were using us as human 
shields," he said. 

About 25 warships from various nations now patrol the 
Indian Ocean at any given time. 

Some states - such as Russia - have always adopted an 
aggressive approach when their ships were hijacked, storming 
them with force and either killing the pirates or leaving them 
to die in open boats. The United States has also launched 
special forces missions to rescue its nationals. 

Other Western states - particularly the Europeans who 
make up the bulk of EU and NATO-led task forces - were 
initially more cautious. But even they have started to take a 
tougher stance, engaging pirate "motherships" and retaking 
captured vessels. 

Many commanders have welcomed the new approach, 
saying it is behind the slump in successful pirate attacks in the 
second half of 2011. Only 25 ships were seized in 2011, the 
European Union Naval Force Somalia (EU NAVFOR) says, 
compared to 47 the year earlier. 

Pirates now hold six ships and roughly 176 hostages, the 
EU says, again well down from last year. 

But average ransoms continue to rise - now about $5 
million compared to $4 million last year. 

Estimates of the cost to the global economy are also up - 
one report put it at $7 billion in 2011. 

The fastest growing component of that, the US-based 
Oceans Beyond Piracy report said, was the cost of the rising 
number of armed private security guards. At the beginning of 
2011, they estimated perhaps a quarter of ships carried such 
guards, rising to an estimated half now. 

Shipping companies spent roughly $1 billion on private 
guards alone in 2011, the report said - much more than the 
estimated $160 million earned by the pirates themselves in 
ransoms. 

Security Costs, Worries 
Many piracy experts - including serving naval officers - 

believe it was the private guards who made the real difference 
against piracy in 2011. 

But the unregulated industry raises a host of new worries. 
A 2011 UN report details one incident, in which naval 

forces rescued a damaged skiff containing one dead Somali 
and six survivors, who said two other compatriots had also 
been killed and had fallen overboard. 

Naval observers concluded gunfire had come from 
illegally-held weapons on a ship recently attacked by the skiff, 
but were unable to provide definitive proof. 

"It's very likely people are being killed out in the Indian 
Ocean by private guards and it's not being reported," says 
Rory Lamrock, piracy analyst at UK-based risk consultancy 
AKE. 

A former military officer himself, tanker captain Alibasic 
worries over the moral and legal implications of dispensing 
lethal force from the deck of a civilian merchant ship. 

But he also has a more immediate concern - will the 
guards he now carries on his voyages through the region have 
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enough arms and ammunition to fight off the kind of 
concerted assault he faced last March? 

As to solving the wider problem of Somali piracy, he says 
that is something that will only happen when the world gets 
seriously involved onshore in the pirate havens of Puntland 
and elsewhere. 

"When we had a war in Croatia, we did not become 
pirates," he says, referring to the Balkan wars of the 1990s. 
"The international community and the UN came and things 
were sorted out in only a few years. That's what needs to 
happen in Somalia." 
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14. Can We Ever Assess The True Cost Of Piracy? 
Oceans Beyond Piracy Have Given It Another Shot 
(SOMALIA REPORT 21 FEB 12) ... Venetia Archer and Robert Young Pelton 

Well, the Oceans Beyond Piracy (OBP) crew is at it 
again. The SS OBP ship is captained by 62-year-old yoghurt 
and real estate tycoon Marcel Arsenault, and his team of 
academics have once again sought to assess the economic cost 
of Somali piracy. 

Arsenault must be commended for the $15 million he has 
put forward to fund the project, but Somalia Report believes it 
is important to examine some of the report’s myths and 
inaccuracies, particularly given how widely the figures are 
regurgitated in international media and other working reports. 
Last year, Oceans Beyond Piracy estimated the cost of piracy 
at between $7 billion and $12 billion. The statistic was widely 
cited as the official figure for the cost of Somali piracy, 
despite the fact that it was also widely criticized for 
inaccuracy. This year, OBP have refined their model and 
calculations, and now claim that the cost in 2011 lies in the 
more specific range of $6.6 - $6.9 billion. Again, the 
international media has accepted the cost at face value, and 
few have thought to ask just how they came up with this 
number. 

We applaud and encourage OBP to continue and refine 
their “Economic Costs of Somali Piracy” report, but it must be 
seen as a work in progress (as they rightly concur). Their latest 
paper has improved markedly on last year’s, largely due to 
constructive and detailed criticism on the part of those in the 
know, but significant flaws remain. 

Accurately assessing the global cost of piracy is an almost 
impossible task, but OBP gets started on the wrong foot by 
failing to distinguish “costs” from “profit.” 

Can We Trust The Numbers? 
The way statistics are used in the report demonstrates a 

lack of understanding of the maritime, security and piracy 
industry; the OBP approach lumps together government costs 
(absorbed by taxpayers), elective insurance costs (passed on to 
the consumer) and opportunity costs (such as the decline in 
tourism in Kenya), all on an equal playing field. The counter-
piracy industry is booming, surely this is worth a mention? 

Much of the report’s accounting of insurance costs is 
based on hypothetical figures. The words “estimations” and 
“hypothesize,” overrun the paper, as much of the required 
information is simply unavailable – insurance brokers are not 
in the business of passing on this sort of information, and so 
the figures used are based solely on estimates. It is important, 
therefore, that the final ‘cost’ is taken with a pinch of salt. 

In other areas, the report appears to ignore fundamentally 
important costs. When it comes to prosecutions, the OBP 
includes the costs borne in Asia, North America, Europe and 
Japan, but not Kenya and the Seychelles (major pirate 
prosecution and imprisonment centers), because “much of 
these costs are covered by funding from UNODC Counter 

Piracy Programme, as well as other international funding 
mechanisms.” The cost assigned here, therefore, is a paltry 
$16.43 million. But what about the costs from those 
“international funding mechanisms”? 

The most anemic category is the $21.3 million directed 
towards counter piracy organizations, attributed to bloated 
bureaucracies, working groups, UN agencies and - bizarrely – 
their own expenses in preparing the report. No mention is 
made of efforts made inside Somalia and by neighbors like the 
UAE to actually battle piracy on land. Those numbers would 
be even more miniscule when compared with industry costs 
and profits, but once again, hardly straightforward additions. 
The economic impact on the donor nation, in terms of job 
creation, for example, would have to be assessed. 

An absence of consistency in methodology is 
demonstrated by the massive over and underestimations of 
certain costs. The report includes the complete administrative 
and operational costs of Task Force 150, EUNAVFOR and 
NATO’s efforts, much of which would be spent anyway, and 
so cannot be solely attributed to the scourge of piracy. The 
report includes the $2.7 million donated to assist 
improvements in Somaliland and Puntland’s prosecutorial 
capacity. This is deemed a 2011 ‘cost of piracy’, but it is much 
more than that. Capacity building projects such as this one are 
broader in their scope than simply aiding in the prosecution of 
pirates, and the full scope of the funds are linked solely to 
piracy in this report. 

Tourism And Real Estate 
The case study assessments of the cost to regional 

economies, too, are far from thorough. The damage to 
Kenya’s $800 million a year tourism industry seems to be 
based on little more than a finger in the air. “Between $129 
and $795 million lost in tourism revenue, and 3% and 20% of 
tourism jobs lost.” 

Using this methodology, for instance, the authors could 
have found some argument to include the entire cost of the 
Kenyan invasion (estimated at KSH200 million, or $2.5 
million per month); some might say this was partly due to 
those kidnappings on Kenyan soil, some of which have been 
subsequently linked with pirate gangs. 

Kenya is a particularly complex case, as much of the 
pirate money feeds into the economy. Although tales of the 
Nairobi and Mombasa property boom being funded by pirate 
cash are grossly exaggerated, significant sums have been 
invested in Kenya, and cannot be ignored. But once again, 
establishing the ‘cost’ is difficult - a pirate dollar invested in a 
real estate project generates returns, tax revenue and local 
jobs. 
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Oil And Slippery Numbers 
The argument for the threat to oil shipping is significantly 

flawed. This report estimates that there is a $5 billion threat to 
the UAE’s petro business. They completely forget to mention 
that the last time a UAE ship was nabbed at dusk, it was 
rescued by commandoes and on its way by the time the sun 
came up. It is hard to see how this is a cost. 

The ‘costs’ attributed to the Irene SL hijack are also 
simplistic. While the ransom paid was the highest to date, at 
$13.5 million, profits, too, were made. The vessel was 
carrying $200 million worth of oil. In those two months of 
captivity, the value of oil increased from $100 per barrel to 
$111 per barrel. Upon release, the value of the cargo had risen 
by $22 million, outstripping the ransom cost. 

In this section of the report, the authors hypothesize that 
attacks on oil tankers will increase, as pirates realize their 
value. This is far from the case. While pirates are clearly 
aware that oil tankers are a good bet for a large ransom, they 
are opportunists. Pirates don’t target specific vessels, they 
head to the busy shipping lanes and attack what they can. It is 
a common misconception that pirates make use of the latest 
satellite navigation equipment to isolate attractive targets. 
They don’t have to; simply bobbing around shipping routes 
waiting for a low and slow is sufficient. That said, the report 
gives special thanks to Michael Frodl, a Washington-based 
‘piracy expert’ and self-proclaimed advisor to the Lloyds Joint 
War Committee, who famously predicted that Somali pirates 
were in cahoots with the Tamil Tigers, and would expand their 
operations to the Malacca Straits ‘by late 2011 or early 2012’. 
We should perhaps be thankful for this oil tanker ‘insight’, it 
could have been a lot worse. 

Piracy Is Over, If You Want It To Be 
The paper’s perspective on piracy needs to be refined: the 

authors’ view the epidemic from a 2010 lens, and focus little 
on the virtual bankruptcy of the piracy industry since the use 
of armed guards has become the norm. The change occurred 
throughout the course of 2011, yet this shift does not feature in 
the calculations. 

Indeed, despite making reference to the fact that pirate 
successes declined significantly in the second half of the year, 
the report does not take this into account when assessing the 
implementation of BMP, a statistic that is subsequently used 
to estimate the number of vessels transiting the high risk area 
each year. Only in the second half of 2011 did the 
implementation of BMP gain major traction, with more and 
more ship owners hardening their vessels as the months wore 
on. The report uses the overgenerous estimate that 80% of 
vessels were compliant with BMP over the course of last year, 
however this does not take into account the growth in the rate 
of implementation. 

Outlook For 2012? 
Piracy will have even less of an impact in 2012 and 

already, armed security teams have thwarted virtually every 
pirate attack this year. The hijack of the Free Goddess, the first 
commercial vessel to be taken this year, served as a reminder 
to ship owners that yes, unprotected vessels remain at risk. But 
then again, ship owners run a tight ship on risk vs. reward. The 
more expensive the cargo, the more likely that insurance and 
security will be included, so the vessels that pirates manage to 
successfully commandeer will be the less valuable, which will 
be reflected in the ransom figures. 

The private security industry has perfected the business of 
counter piracy, and their presence in the region is unfaltering. 
Despite the plethora of counter-piracy approaches, as of yet, 
boots on deck has proved the sole guarantee of thwarting any 
hijack attempt. These companies are prospering, and they are 
not the only ones. As pirates collected $160 million in 
ransoms last year, the insurance industry collected $635 
million in premiums. Toss in another $1.1 billion for security 
equipment and you have a hundred-fold industry benefit borne 
of fear. The counter-piracy industry will only continue to 
grow. 

And therein lies one of the principal faults of the OBP 
report. While equating the “costs” of piracy with the profits 
made by the insurance and private security industry, lumping 
them for good measure with costs borne by governments and 
societies, the report fails to achieve what should be its true 
aim: assessing the cost of piracy to society as a whole. Such an 
approach would involve assessing the costs passed on to 
consumers, to taxpayers, and balancing these against the 
undeniable benefits accruing to the maritime industry, as well 
as to local actors benefiting from capacity building (and even 
international political recognition). 

It’s an ambitious project, to be sure--but OBP is the one 
setting the bar, and it’s time to try and jump. 

Where Can We Go From Here? 
The report would benefit from measuring the economic 

cost of piracy against the cost of actually ending piracy. These 
academic papers are influential, and do have an impact on 
insurance costs and policy. With such significant resources at 
their disposal, OBP should take the next step and assess those 
longer-term costs required to actually end the pirate menace. 
What the report makes abundantly clear is that the counter-
piracy industry is booming, and the funds directed towards 
efforts to deal with the root causes of piracy pale in 
comparison. 

What has this costly report brought to the table? As of yet, 
not much more than an easy and inaccurate statistics for lazy 
journalists to tack onto news reports. 

View Report (PDF) 
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15. U.K. Tests London Response To Possible Olympic Underground Terror Attack 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 21 FEB 12) ... Thomas Penny 

The U.K. is staging an exercise today to test the response 
of the emergency services and government to a possible 
terrorist attack on London’s Underground rail system during 
this summer’s Olympic Games. 

The former Aldwych station, in central London, will be 
the focus of the simulated attack, which is being coordinated 
by the Home Office and London’s Metropolitan Police. 

“The initial incident will test the tactical response, 
including evacuation of the station, rescuing injured people 
and managing the crime scene,” Chris Allison, the national 
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Olympic security coordinator, said in an e-mailed statement. 
“The exercise will go on to test how senior decision makers 
manage the impact of the incident, the investigation to catch 
those responsible and a range of issues such as travel 
disruption, protest and organized crime which may impact on 
the smooth running of the Olympic Games.” 

The U.K. armed forces will call up 2,100 reservists to 
make up the 13,500 military personnel assisting with security 
at the games, Defense Secretary Philip Hammond said on Feb. 

20. HMS Ocean, the Royal Navy’s biggest ship, will be 
moored in the River Thames, while ground-to-air missiles and 
Typhoon jets will protect the U.K. capital’s airspace. 

“We are determined to leave nothing to chance to deliver 
a safe and secure games that London, the U.K. and the world 
can enjoy,” James Brokenshire, the crime and security 
minister, said in the statement. “We need to test our plans and 
this exercise gives us the opportunity to inform, reassure and 
build confidence in the U.K.’s safety and security operation.” 
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16. Navy Announces Changes to Imminent Danger Pay 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 21 FEB 12) ... Chief of Naval Personnel Public Affairs 

WASHINGTON -- Sailors will now receive imminent 
danger pay (IDP) only for days they actually spend in IDP 
areas, according to NAVADMIN 062/12, released Feb. 17. 

This change, announced by the Department of Defense 
Feb. 2 and enacted in the 2012 National Defense 
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2012, was implemented 
Feb. 1. According to the new policy, Sailors will receive $7.50 
for each day served in a qualifying IDP area. Sailors who 
serve in qualifying areas for the entire month, regardless of the 
length of the month, are entitled to the full rate of $225. Prior 
to enactment of this change, service members who served any 
part of a month in a qualifying area were entitled to the full 
rate. 

"It is crucial for commanders to ensure their Sailors are 
aware of these changes to imminent danger pay," said Vice 
Adm. Scott R. Van Buskirk, chief of naval personnel. 
"Additionally, commanders must track duties performed by 
their Sailors that will qualify them for IDP and hostile fire 
pay, and provide this information to personnel support 
detachments to ensure Sailors are receiving payments for 
which they qualify." 

Sailors will see this change in their Feb. 15 pay records. 
Sailors do not need to take any action at this time regarding 
overpayments of IDP made from Dec. 31, 2011 to Jan. 31, 
2012; the Navy is working with Defense Finance and 
Accounting Services (DFAS) to waive or remit these debts. 
Under DoD policy, such debts may be waived when there is 
no indication of fraud, fault, misrepresentation, or when 
members were unaware they were overpaid. 

Sailors who travel to designated IDP areas are reminded 
to keep track of the number of days they are in the area to 
verify that they are correctly paid. 

DoD defines IDP areas as places where members are 
subject to the threat of physical harm or imminent danger 
because of civil insurrection, civil war, terrorism or wartime 
conditions. 

Sailors exposed to hostile fire or a hostile mine explosion 
event, remain eligible to receive non-prorated hostile fire pay 
(HFP) for the full monthly amount of $225. Sailors may not 
receive HFP and IDP in the same month. 
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17. Build Wealth, Not Debt 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 21 FEB 12) ... Chief Mass Communication Specialist Terrina Weatherspoon, MCPON Public Affairs 

WASHINGTON -- "Set a Goal, make a plan, save 
automatically" is the theme of the 2012 Military Saves Week, 
which began Feb. 19, as part of the larger nationwide America 
Saves Campaign, conducted in cooperation with the Consumer 
Federation of America. 

Although the Military Saves Campaign is a yearlong 
effort, Military Saves Week brings in community and financial 
resources to help service members focus on financial 
readiness. 

"It's important for everyone to manage their resources," 
said Master Chief Petty Officer of the Navy Rick D. West. 
"You really have to take care of your needs and balance your 
wants. As we all know, life is unpredictable. You need to be 
prepared. Every Sailor should be looking to a future financial 
plan. If you have not sat down with a financial counselor, you 
could be impeding your future security." 

Start small, think big is the idea behind Military Saves 
Week. Personal finance managers (PFM) at each military 
installation are the key planners and organizers of all base 
Military Saves Week programs and activities. 

"I encourage everyone to engage in the activities going on 
at their commands," said West. "Your personal health and 
well-being start by reducing stress. And financial stress is hard 
to manage if you become too far in debt. I challenge you to 
take a month and cut out the stops for coffee, make your 
lunch, don't visit the vending machines, and see how much 
you save." 

Over the past five years, more than 100,000 military 
members and their families have taken the pledge to save 
money, reduce debt and build wealth over time. In addition, 
many military banks and defense credit unions promote 
Military Saves Week and offer financial seminars and special 
savings programs. 
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18. Carrier Enterprise Retools Mental Health At Sea 
From ‘Psycho’ To ‘Fuzzy Bunny’: Rethinking Mental Health At Sea 
(NAVY TIMES 20 FEB 12) ... Joshua Stewart 

Fuzzy Bunny has a small office, a soft voice and wears 
the Navy working uniform. But probably the most noticeable 
thing about him is that he’s a very busy guy. 

Fuzzy Bunny — technically, Lt. Cmdr. Amarjeet Purewal 
— is the carrier Enterprise’s psychologist, and he said he 
thinks the nickname is playing a small part in improving 
mental health care on his ship. 

“We’re decreasing the stigma of the ‘Psycho,’” he said, 
referring to the traditional name for the ship’s psychologist. 

It seems to be working: As the ship worked through its 
composite unit training exercise in January, Purewal said he 
was scheduling five or six appointments per day, plus having 
spontaneous meetings with a handful of other sailors who stop 
by his office unannounced or snag him for a minute or two as 
he walks the ship. 

The Fuzzy Bunny makeover is part of Enterprise’s efforts 
to manage stress more effectively than during its most recent 
deployment. That six-month cruise, which ended in July, was 
particularly tough: It started with the abrupt firing and 
replacement of the ship’s skipper days before it got underway. 
Then came two suicides in one month and two man-
overboards in a two-week span. Operationally, the crew and 
air wing stayed busy with combat missions in 5th Fleet amid 
questions about whether the carrier would help enforce a no-
fly zone over Libya. 

Also, 60 percent of its sailors were on their first 
deployments — an unusually high figure, ship officials said. 
Most of the crew wasn’t used to life at sea. 

To prepare for the carrier’s final deployment, scheduled 
for this spring, a stress management trainer was brought 
onboard; the command chaplain, psychologist and others 
stepped up outreach efforts; and a marketing campaign was 
launched to educate sailors about the ship’s resources and 
encourage them to be mindful of the stresses they face. 

One part of the ship’s marketing effort is the rebranding 
of “Psycho,” a term that conjures unnerving images of the 
Alfred Hitchcock film, with “Fuzzy Bunny.” Ship leaders said 
they felt that if sailors realized that there’s nothing to fear 
when visiting Purewal, more sailors would stop by. 

Chiefs and officers are getting stress management and 
suicide awareness training. Some sessions include drills that 
walk leaders though situations they’re likely to encounter, 
such as a sailor stressed out by marriage troubles. 

Learning Sailors’ Limits 
The mental health overhaul is not limited to Enterprise. 

Other ships are deploying with stress management trainers, 

and all carriers and many big-deck amphibs have 
psychologists. 

Beyond increasing the number of public health experts 
afloat, the Naval Center for Combat and Operational Stress 
Control is working to change an old habit — working sailors 
to the breaking point. 

The new philosophy still pushes them hard, but it also 
tries to get sailors to do small, regular mental tune-ups instead 
of one giant overhaul after a psychological breakdown. It’s 
more preventative medicine than invasive surgery, said Capt. 
Scott Johnson, the stress center’s director. The hope is new 
efforts will mean sailors will be less likely to think about 
suicide, and mental health medevacs will happen less often, 
Johnson said. 

Educating sailors about how they’re managing their own 
stress, and teaching them to pay attention to how their 
shipmates are coping, is a big part of the effort. On Enterprise, 
charts with colors representing different levels of stress and 
their associated feelings help sailors determine their stress 
levels. 

The hope is that sailors will notice when they’re spending 
more time in the dangerous orange and red zones because 
they’re having trouble focusing and feel worn out. Then they 
can take time to relax, get extra sleep, work out or otherwise 
blow off some steam to nudge them back into the safer green 
zone. 

The ship is trying to treat “stress injuries” before they 
become more serious “stress illnesses,” said Rev. (Cmdr.) 
John Owen, Enterprise’s command chaplain. “At that point, 
we lose a mission-ready sailor.” 

It’s an uphill battle to change a culture that glorifies 
working past your limit. Complicating the effort are concerns 
that counseling will hurt a career either through a grounding, 
lost time on watch or a pulled security clearance. 

Seeking psychological health rarely leads to career 
consequences, Johnson said. It’s more likely that ignoring 
problems will create bigger issues that will hurt a career, he 
said. 

Chiefs and officers have generally accepted the changes, 
Owen said, but some people still don’t like the idea of stress 
management training or mental health care. 

“To a lot of people, this is touchy-feely psychobabble 
nonsense. I get that. I guess that’s part of the military culture,” 
he said. “But I think they’re coming around ... You do it even 
though people say, ‘It’s crap, I’m here to fight wars.’” 
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19. Lincoln Sailors Offer Donations For Navy-Marine Corps Relief Society 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 21 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist Seaman Benjamin T. Liston, USS Abraham Lincoln Public 
Affairs 

USS ABRAHAM LINCOLN, At Sea -- Sailors assigned 
to the Nimitz-class aircraft carrier USS Abraham Lincoln 
(CVN 72) supported the Navy-Marine Corps Relief Society 
(NMCRS) by participating in NMCRS Day, Feb. 19. 

In addition to a series of recent fundraising raffles, events 
included a slam dunk contest and three-point shootout in the 

hangar bay, and a 5K fun run and golf driving range on the 
flight deck. 

Ten Sailors donated $5 each to compete in the slam dunk 
contest, and 60 Sailors paid the same amount to participate in 
the three-point shootout. While the fun run was free of charge, 
golfers paid one dollar for every five golf balls they drove off 
the flight deck. 
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Personnel Specialist 1st Class Kathryn Benjamin, the 
NMCRS assistant fundraising coordinator aboard Lincoln, 
said that the crew is off to a strong start donating money to the 
cause and meeting the ship's fundraising target of $140,000. 

"We've raised more than $28,000 so far," she said. "It's 
really great to see the crew come together to support a good 
cause. And having these events really boosted the morale of 
the ship. We all came together and had a good time. It was 
also a great feeling to help out our shipmates all over the 
world." 

The NMCRS, a non-profit charitable organization 
sponsored by the Department of the Navy, is solely funded by 
charitable contributions like the annual fund drive conducted 
by shore and sea-based commands throughout the Navy and 
Marine Corps. Contributions are returned to service members 
in the form of emergency relief or other services. The NMCRS 
has helped active duty and retired Sailors and Marines and 
their families for more than 100 years. 

"The NMCRS is a great program because it is Sailors 
taking care of their fellow Sailors through donations and 
charitable drives," said Chief Religious Programs Specialist 
Elliot Warley, Lincoln's NMCRS emergency relief 
coordinator. "It's a program that helps Sailors out when they 
encounter a family emergency or crisis." 

Lincoln is deployed with the Abraham Lincoln Carrier 
Strike Group (ALCSG), which includes with Ticonderoga-
class guided-missile cruiser USS Cape St. George (CG 71), 
embarked Carrier Air Wing 2 and Destroyer Squadron 9, 
comprised of guided-missile destroyers USS Momsen (DDG 
92) and USS Sterett (DDG 104). 

ALCSG is deployed to the U.S. 5th Fleet area of 
responsibility conducting maritime security operations, theater 
security cooperation efforts, and support missions as part of 
Operation Enduring Freedom. 
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20. Local Sailor Uses Social Media To Search For Kidney Donor 
(WVEC ABC NORFOLK 21 FEB 12) ... Mike Gooding 

NORFOLK -- A local Sailor is using social media in 
hopes of finding a kidney donor. 

The life-changing news came last Fall when 29-year old 
Max Brown went on what he thought was a routine visit to the 
dentist. His blood pressure was dangerously high and he later 
learned that he had suffered kidney failure. He was diagnosed 
with chronic kidney disease. 

"It took a while to absorb, you know, even today it's hard 
to think too far into the future because there's so much 
uncertainty," said Brown. 

Until last October, the aviation electronics technician first 
class was flying high in his Navy career. His job was to 
maintain the MH-60s Seahawk helicopter for the Naval 
Station Norfolk-based Helicopter Sea Combat Squadron 22. 
Because of his medical condition, he may soon be discharged 
from the Navy. 

After learning about his serious kidney problems, Brown 
accepted help from his father and his wife and they got busy 

building a Facebook page called "A kidney for Max" to search 
for a donor. The Texas native needs a blood type O+ kidney 
donor. 

"We've had hundreds of hits, and I think maybe three of 
four people have offered to get screened to be a potential 
donor to me," said Brown. "I'd say so far, it's been successful." 

The kidney transplant process can take years, but Brown 
hopes technology and a generous donor will prevent him from 
having to wait much longer. He is currently undergoing 
dialysis treatments three times a week at four hours each. 
Meantime, he tries to stay positive. 

"I'm upbeat today. Some days are harder to deal with than 
others. I feel confident things will work out for me. That so 
many people are willing to get screened, that just shows the 
good will that's out there. 

View Clip (RT: 2:09) 
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21. Linebacker Pushes On For Spot With SEALs 
(AKRON (OH) BEACON JOURNAL 21 FEB 12) ... Marla Ridenour 

When Kent State students head to Mexico and Florida for 
spring break next month, senior linebacker Kyle Reese will be 
sweating through four-hour workouts and trying to go 51/2 
days without sleep. 

The latter might sound like the ultimate goal of every 
collegian partying at the beach, but Reese is driven by a more 
serious pursuit. He dreams of becoming a Navy SEAL. 

Reese, a 23-year-old from Olmsted Falls, Ohio, wants to 
push his body and mind past its limits as he tries to re-create 
the 120 hours of continuous physical labor the SEALs call 
Hell Week. 

Reese vows to do it with a self-imposed ban on caffeine 
and energy supplements. 

"I'm going to fight as hard as I can to not sleep, but I 
might sneak in a half-hour power nap here and there," Reese 
said during a campus interview Wednesday. "It's a little warm-

up/tryout to get ready for the real thing, although it's not even 
going to be close to what the real thing has to offer." 

SEAL candidates go through 21 weeks of basic 
underwater demolition and SEAL (BUD/S) training in 
Coronado, Calif., and Hell Week doesn't come until week four 
of Phase One, which claims an average dropout rate of 70 
percent, according to the Navy News Service. Graduating 
from the first day of boot camp to a SEAL team assignment 
takes at least 11/2 years. 

Reese hasn't even signed his enlistment papers, which he 
expects to do by early March. 

But 12 credit hours from a May graduation, Reese, a 
walk-on football player, is anxious to begin the next chapter of 
his life. 

He's always been an underdog who succeeded, arriving at 
Kent State as a high school center who was projected as a tight 
end and was switched to defense after his freshman year. He 
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played special teams for two years, then earned a starting job 
at linebacker and was voted a co-captain as a fifth-year senior. 

"My father has always been into politics and taught me 
what freedom actually meant," Reese said of Tom Reese, a 
retired UPS employee who now has his own business. "My 
interest in the military started to pick up during high school. 
I've always wanted to be part of preserving freedom for the 
citizens of this country. 

"About three years ago, I decided the SEALs would be 
the right branch for me. They're a tightknit brotherhood, and I 
want everything to be a part of that." 

His mother, Diane, doesn't know where Reese got his 
drive, but she believes nothing will stop him. 

"He jumps in and shoots for the stars, and most of the 
time, he's up on a star," said Diane, a nurse. 

The Reeses will soon have three sons in the Navy. Ryan, 
27, is a reservist on active duty as a funeral director in Akron. 
Joining as an aircraft mechanic two years ago, Ryan handles 
funerals for veterans and those killed in combat. Evan, 20, is 
at boot camp in Great Lakes, Ill., beginning five years of 
service as an electrician. 

"My husband and I are very proud. We're not sure how all 
this came about," Diane said. 

Tom's father served in the Army during World War II and 
two of his brothers were in the Air Force, but Tom was 
granted a medical exemption during the Vietnam era because 
of an ulcerated stomach lining. 

Diane said Evan's interest was sparked by his best friend, 
who lives two doors down and joined the Army. Diane said 
Kyle began focusing on the SEALs after counterterrorism 
came up in classes for his major in justice studies. 

"I eventually want to get into the FBI or CIA and do 
counterterrorism work," Reese said. "If I am fortunate enough 
to make the SEALs, I've heard if you have that on your 
resume, that's like a fast track into those two departments." 

What Reese seeks from the SEALs is the adrenaline rush. 
"The SEALs throw you right in the face of danger. But 

that's something I need. I can't imagine myself sitting behind a 
desk all day," he said. 

"I think that's why I enjoy sports so much, I enjoy 
competing, anything that has to do with physical fitness. There 
really is no better feeling than an adrenaline rush. Playing in 
football games, that's all it was." 

After Reese signs his Navy papers, he can't be shipped out 
for six months. But two weeks to a month after he enlists, he'll 
take the first SEAL fitness test, which includes pull-ups, sit-
ups and push-ups, a 500-yard swim and a 1.5-mile run in boots 
and pants. All the categories have minimums and suggested 
target numbers; all but the pull-ups have a time limit. 

What worries Reese most is the swimming, which must 
be done using the combat side stroke or breaststroke. The 
combat side stroke will take a long time for him to master, and 
he's open to help from anyone. 

"You're laying on your side and you can only use one arm 
to propel yourself forward," Reese said. "The other one has to 
stay straight to guide, and it's like a scissor kick." 

Reese has been training for six weeks with Kent State 
assistant strength and conditioning coach Ryan Gearheart and 
hasn't missed a workout. Reese has modified his diet and 
given up eating at Chipotle, which he frequented four or five 
days a week. He's down to 203 pounds from his playing 

weight of 220 and is shooting for 190. When he hits that, he'll 
begin SEALFIT workouts and increase his caloric-load to 
Michael Phelps' proportions. 

Gearheart has no doubt that Reese will succeed, even with 
his Hell Week plan. 

"Kyle is putting his heart and soul into it," Gearheart said. 
"He's an amazing kid. If he puts his mind to it, he will achieve 
it." 

Reese works out five or six days a week, and Gearheart 
trains with him for two of those. To add a competitive 
element, they've entered a Tough Mudder event April 15 in 
Amherst, Ohio. Designed by British Special Forces, the 12-
mile race includes 25 obstacles and incorporates running, 
swimming, climbing, being shocked by 10,000 volts and 
crossing through barbed wire and creeks. Reese and Gearheart 
have formed a five-man team that includes former Kent State 
linebacker Howard Bowens. 

"We're going in with the mindset we want to win the 
whole thing," Gearheart said. 

Arriving at KSU in August, Gearheart was impressed by 
Reese during camp, when the seniors gave presentations on 
what they had learned at Kent State. Gearheart said Reese 
used PowerPoint to relate football to how SEAL teams work. 

"That's where I knew Kyle was a special guy," Gearheart 
said. "You can tell he's very confident. He'll look you straight 
in the eye." 

Kent State linebackers coach Marcus Freeman learned 
much about Reese during the captains' vote before Reese 
became a starter. 

"A walk-on voted a team captain, that means you've got 
the respect of your teammates," Freeman said. "You don't see 
him hanging out with tons of guys, so it wasn't a popularity 
vote. He was probably one of the best leaders I've been 
around. 

"If I could pick one person on this team who could be a 
Navy SEAL, it would be Kyle Reese. He has the mindset, and 
that's half the battle. I told Kyle, 'Physically, I think you'll be 
able to do it. But mentally you're going to be challenged way 
more than you've ever been challenged.' That's the part you 
don't know, you never know, mentally can you pass the test." 

Reese knows the tests that lie ahead. He's spoken to 
former SEALs and will follow a training program posted on 
the Internet daily by one of them. He's read books and articles. 
He knows all about SEAL Team 6's raid of Osama bin Laden's 
compound in May and the January rescue of two aid workers 
in Somalia. Last week he and Ryan went with their father to a 
screening of the movie Act of Valor, which opens Friday and 
stars eight active SEALs. 

"It's a real intense movie and very sad at the end," Tom 
Reese said. "After the movie, I'm all tensed up and I asked 
Kyle, 'Are you sure this is what you want to do?' He said, 
'More so than ever.' " 

When his friends see the torture he's experiencing in the 
KSU field house and fail to understand, Reese clings to his 
determination to preserve freedom and doggedly pushes 
through. 

"The football guys will look at my workout and say, 'Why 
are you doing this? This is absolutely insane. This is absolute 
punishment,' " Reese said. "I set my goals high. My motto has 
always been, 'Go big or go home.' I want to be a part of the 
most elite fighting unit this world has to offer." 
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22. Submariner Found Dead In Quarters 
(KITSAP (WA) SUN 21 FEB 12) 

BANGOR — A 29-year-old Sailor assigned to USS 
Louisiana's blue crew was found dead Tuesday in his Naval 
Base Kitsap-Bangor quarters, said Submarine Group 9 
spokesman Lt. Ed Early. The Sailor's name is being withheld 
pending notification of next of kin. 

An investigation into the cause of death is ongoing. 
The Louisiana is one of eight Trident ballistic missile 

submarines assigned to Bangor. They each have two crews — 
blue and gold. 
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23. Past Accident Casts Shadow Of Navy Officer's Future 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 22 FEB 12) ... Bill Bartel 

Twenty-four years ago Timothy Dorsey, a novice Navy 
jet pilot, was flying an F-14 Tomcat during a training exercise 
when he shot down an Air Force jet over the Mediterranean 
Sea, injuring the two aviators aboard. 

A military investigation faulted him for a "basic error in 
judgment" and "an illogical act." Dorsey, who was based at 
Oceana Naval Air Station at the time, never flew again. 

But his military career didn't end. 
Earlier this month, Dorsey, now a Norfolk-based captain 

in the Navy Reserve, was nominated by the Obama 
administration to be a rear admiral. His appointment is 
awaiting Senate consideration. 

Dorsey's supporters say he has redeemed himself since the 
incident, building a strong career as an intelligence officer. 

His critics, including the pilot he shot down, say he 
should have been forced out of the service more than two 
decades ago. Some said they are contacting their senators to 
ask that his appointment be stopped. 

"It was an unfortunate incident that occurred when I was a 
rookie naval aviator," Dorsey said Tuesday. "I regret that it 
occurred, but I have worked very hard over the years since 
that time." 

The mishap was never covered up, he said, and has 
remained a part of his personnel record. 

"Those involved in the promotion and selection board 
process in the Navy have complete access to my record, 
including those things that resulted from the accident in 1987," 
he said. 

The pilot Dorsey shot down, Air Force Lt. Col. Michael 
Ross, said his own military career was hampered due to the 
debilitating back injury he suffered in the crash and eventually 
cut short by a medical discharge just months before he 
qualified for a regular pension. 

"It cost me a lot," said Ross, who estimated he has 
undergone more than two dozen back surgeries in the years 
since the crash. 

"I don't go a day without thinking about the guy who did 
this." 

The incident occurred Sept. 22, 1987, during a war games 
exercise when Ross' RF-4C Phantom, flying from a base in 
Italy, was acting as an intruder trying to locate the aircraft 
carrier Saratoga. 

A year later, Knight-Ridder News Service produced a 
detailed account of the incident - based on the Air Force 
investigation report - that described how Ross' plane was 
undergoing a midair refueling by a KC-135 tanker when the 
two aircraft were spotted by the Saratoga's radar operators. 

Two F-14s, including Dorsey's jet, had taken off from the 
ship minutes earlier carrying live Sidewinder missiles - in 
violation of an agreement with the Air Force that the weapons 
would not be used, according to the news service. 

Dorsey, then 25 with 245 hours of flying time in the F-14, 
was chasing Ross' twin-engine jet when he called the Saratoga 
for advice. 

The carrier told him, "Red and free on your contact." He 
later told investigators that shocked him because the phrase 
meant to him it was "clearance to fire" on the Phantom. 

"The combination of factors that I was seeing outside the 
airplane and hearing made me shoot," Dorsey said at the time. 
"It was very fast - I did not have time for a big three-party 
discussion." 

"Seeing the Phantom close in on the carrier, I armed up 
and squeezed the trigger." 

After his first missile malfunctioned, Dorsey fired a 
second Sidewinder, striking the Phantom. 

Ross said Tuesday that he and his backseat man, 1st Lt. 
Randy Sprouse, didn't know what had happened and thought 
they may have collided with another plane. Both ejected, 
parachuted to the sea, and were picked up by a helicopter that 
took them to the Saratoga. 

Sprouse ejected from the aircraft in the correct position, 
Ross said. But the missile spun the jet in such a way that Ross 
was pressed against the canopy rather than the seat as he 
ejected. 

He broke a wrist, dislocated both shoulders and suffered a 
compression fracture of his spine. 

Ross continued in the Air Force, but the injuries 
hampered his career, he said, forcing him to leave for medical 
reasons in 1997, less than six months before completing 20 
years of service. As a result, he said, he receives a medical 
pension that is much less than regular military retirement pay. 

Ross and others who oppose Dorsey's nomination contend 
that his career was saved in part because his father is Vice 
Adm. James Dorsey Jr., who was assistant deputy chief of 
naval operations at the time of the missile attack. 

Timothy Dorsey said the allegation is not true, adding that 
his father, who retired in 1991, was long absent from the Navy 
for most of his career. 

After Dorsey was grounded, he changed focus. 
In September 1991, he left active duty for the Navy 

Reserve, where he became an intelligence officer. Working 
primarily in Norfolk, he went on to serve as commanding 
officer of three units. 
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He was mobilized to active duty in the Middle East during 
the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan as a counterintelligence and 
intelligence officer. In 2003 he led the Navy's Mobile 
Interrogation Team that questioned Iraqi prisoners of war. 

He also earned a law degree in 1995 at the University of 
Richmond and currently is vice president and general counsel 
for USA Discounters in Virginia Beach. 

Rear Adm. Dennis Moynihan, the Navy's top spokesman, 
said military promotion boards are required to take a close 
look at a candidate's entire record. 

When considering promotions, he said, board members 
"should not automatically discount any officer who, with the 
exception of a single incident, would otherwise be considered 
to be the best qualified." 

The instructions for the promotion board considering rear 
admiral candidates order members to review any "adverse 
information," with a caveat. 

"While the Navy is, and will remain, a service of higher 
standards and strictest accountability, we do not embrace blind 

adherence to a zero-defect mentality," the instructions state. 
"All of us have made mistakes in the past; the test is of the 
character and resilience of the individual and his or her ability 
to learn and grow from that experience." 

Eugene Fidell, a military justice instructor at Yale 
University, said a meaningful Senate review of Dorsey's 
nomination is a healthy practice to ensure civilian control of 
the military. But added that the military "has a long history of 
permitting the advancement of people who, through good 
deeds and good work, overcome past disasters." 

Retired Air Force Maj. Gen. Timothy Peppe, who was 
Ross' commanding officer in 1987, said he does not take the 
mishap lightly. But he added, "There's a lot that has transpired 
in almost 25 years. You inherently have to trust the system. 
Dorsey is like a lot of other aviators over the years. He's made 
a pretty significant mistake, but he's not the only guy that 
made a mistake." 
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FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
24. Fight Over Defense Budget Has Familiar Ring 
(THE HILL 21 FEB 12) ... Jeremy Herb 

As Republicans and Democrats drew the battle lines last 
week for a yearlong, two-front war over the 2013 Defense 
budget, their attack plans looked familiar. 

Both parties are using last year’s political battles to try to 
gain an advantage in 2012 in the fight over defense spending. 

At a series of budget hearings last week, Republicans 
repeatedly hammered President Obama’s new military 
strategy and the budget that goes with it — which will trim 
$487 billion over the next decade — as cutting too deeply and 
threatening U.S. military superiority. They accuse Obama of 
seeking out Pentagon cuts last year and shaping a military 
strategy around an arbitrary amount. 

Democrats, meanwhile, have been quick to respond that it 
was last year’s Budget Control Act — which a majority of 
Republicans voted for — that led to the $487 billion in cuts. 
They say Obama and Defense Secretary Leon Panetta crafted 
a responsible budget with the military’s backing that grapples 
with the cuts Congress enacted. 

Looming over the 2013 budget debate is the threat of 
sequestration, which would trigger an additional $500 billion 
in Defense cuts in January of next year. The sequester was 
part of last year’s Budget Control Act that was enacted after 
the supercommittee failed to find $1.5 trillion in deficit 
reduction. 

Last week’s three hearings on the budget with Panetta and 
Joint Chiefs Chairman Gen. Martin Dempsey showed that the 
election-year debate over defense spending is poised to focus 
as much on how the military wound up in the budget-cutting 
crosshairs, as on what to do about it. 

“The debate isn’t really about defense right now — it’s 
about the deficit, taxes and sequestration,” Todd Harrison, an 
analyst at the Center for Strategic and Budgetary Assessments, 
said in an e-mail. 

“Congress still hasn’t figured out how they are going to 
tackle the deficit over the long term,” Harrison said. “That was 
the sticking point in last year’s budget debate and what led to 

the Budget Control Act and the creation of the 
supercommittee. But the supercommittee failed to resolve 
anything, so we are destined to fight the same battles all over 
again.” 

Kicking off last Tuesday’s hearing, Sen. John McCain (R-
Ariz) said the Obama administration’s argument that the 
current cuts are based on a strategic review of military 
priorities “doesn’t add up.” 

“I am seriously concerned about how we arrived at this 
point,” said McCain, ranking member of the Senate Armed 
Services Committee. “On April 13, 2011, the president of the 
United States announced his intention to reduce the 
Department of Defense budget by $400 billion through 2023. 
However, his announcement was unsupported by any type of 
comprehensive strategic review or risk assessment.” 

The following day, House Armed Services Chairman 
Buck McKeon (R-Calif.) repeated the argument that the 
president said he wanted to cut “at least $400 billion from 
defense last April, in advance of any strategic review.” 

“An honest and valid strategy for national defense can't be 
founded on the premise that we must do more with less or 
even less with less,” McKeon said. 

Rep. Randy Forbes (R-Va.) pushed Panetta on whether he 
would have preferred a smaller cut than $487 billion. 

“You know, that would have been nice, but we were 
mandated to come up with $487 billion,” Panetta responded. 

House Armed Services ranking member Adam Smith (D-
Wash.) defended the Pentagon’s budget, saying that the level 
of cuts made “were passed by this Congress.” 

“I know some members of this committee voted for it and 
some members didn't, but it's the law of the land, passed by 
the House and the Senate,” Smith said. 

The threat of sequestration is shaping up to overshadow 
the 2013 budget debate, and its roots in last year’s debt-deal 
continue to drive the conversation. 
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McCain criticized Obama for not addressing sequestration 
in his 2013 budget, and said at Tuesday’s hearing that 
“domestic politics is taking priority over national security, 
with the president saying he would veto an effort by Congress 
to eliminate sequestration that does not include raising taxes.” 

Senate Armed Services Chairman Carl Levin (D-Mich.) 
said at the hearing that the president’s budget actually reversed 
sequestration because it included an additional $3 trillion in 
deficit reduction, prompting a figurative eye-roll from 
Republicans because the president’s budget has almost zero 
chance of being adopted. 

Panetta, Dempsey and the service chiefs all emphasized to 
Congress once again just how devastating sequestration would 
be. 

“I don't believe this budget incurs unacceptable risk. I am 
prepared to say that sequestration would pose unacceptable 
risk,” Dempsey told the Senate panel. “Sequestration leaves 
me three places to go to find the additional money: operations, 
maintenance and training. That's the definition of a hollow 
force.” 

Both Democrats and Republicans have said they want to 
fix sequestration. When it comes to solving the problem, 
however, the two parties fall back to last year’s deadlocked 
debate. 

Democrats say that tax increases need to be part of the 
equation to reach the $1.2 trillion in deficit reduction that 
would turn off the sequester, which Republicans have resisted. 
Republicans want to tackle entitlement spending to reach the 
necessary reductions without raising taxes. 

McCain and McKeon have introduced similar legislation 
to delay sequestration one year by cutting the federal 
workforce. Democrats quickly opposed their bills, and Panetta 
also said Thursday he did not back the plan. 

“Frankly, I don't think you should de-trigger sequester on 
the backs of our civilian workforce,” Panetta said. 

Democrats have also resisted McCain and McKeon’s 
short-term efforts, suggesting the long-term deficit-reduction 
goal that eluded the supercommittee is what’s needed. 

But many in Congress don’t expect sequestration to be 
resolved until after the election, leaving defense cuts as a 
presidential campaign issue. That’s likely to keep the budget 
debate standing still for most of 2012, Harrison said. 

“Until some of these larger issues begin to come into 
focus, I don’t think the debate on the Defense budget will 
progress much,” Harrison said. “Regardless of how this 
November’s election goes, the budget math is still the same.” 

Return to Index 
 

25. Lockheed Again Misses Pentagon's F-35 Fighter Goals 
(REUTERS 21 FEB 12) ... Andrea Shalal-Esa 

WASHINGTON -- Lockheed Martin Corp lost $31.5 
million in award fees for its new F-35 fighter jet in 2011, the 
second consecutive year it did not meet Pentagon development 
goals for the aircraft, which is now facing a third restructuring. 

The Pentagon said the $382 billion program to build the 
radar-evading warplane was still showing "continued 
progress" and Lockheed said the new aircraft had made 
outstanding progress in flight test, training and production in 
2011. 

But the latest news could exacerbate F-35 partner nations' 
concerns over delays and rising costs. Eight international 
partners are already reconsidering their orders. 

Canada has called a meeting of officials from the partner 
nations, which also include Britain, Australia, Norway, 
Denmark, Italy, Turkey and the Netherlands, for March 2 in 
Washington. 

Senior U.S. defense officials met late on Tuesday to 
review a revised cost estimate and acquisition schedule for its 
biggest weapons program, but details and a final decision will 
not be announced for several weeks, said spokeswoman 
Cheryl Irwin. 

The Pentagon's high-level Defense Acquisition Board last 
met on January 17 to review the plane's development, 
production and sustainment costs, concluding that it was 
showing "continued progress," she said. 

Lockheed's F-35 program has come under increased 
pressure in recent weeks given the Pentagon's plan to postpone 
orders of 179 F-35 fighter planes for five years, as part of 
defense budget cuts. The move will save $15.1 billion, but will 
likely drive up the price per plane, according to Lockheed and 
U.S. officials. 

The Pentagon's F-35 program office on Tuesday said that 
Lockheed, the No. 1 U.S. defense contractor, had earned $21 

million in 2011 for meeting two milestones on a $27.4 billion 
contract for development of the new single-engine fighter jet. 

Those involved completion of the first static structural 
testing, which is used to verify the structural integrity of the 
airframe, and completion of the first set of sea trials for the 
Marine Corps variant of the new fighter. 

But the company did not meet 100 percent of the criteria 
on the three other milestones, costing it $31.5 million in 
possible award fees, said program spokesman Joe 
DellaVedova. 

It was the second consecutive year that Lockheed 
forfeited F-35 award fees. In 2010, it earned just $7 million of 
$35 million in possible fees. Former Defense Secretary Robert 
Gates announced two years ago that he would withhold up to 
$614 million in possible fees unless Lockheed's performance 
improved. 

"While we're disappointed that we did not meet our 
customers' expectations on all of the specific elements of the 
award fee milestones, we believe the F-35 program made 
outstanding progress in flight test, training and production in 
2011," said Lockheed spokesman Michael Rein. 

DellaVedova said Lockheed made "significant progress" 
on one of three milestones it did not fully meet -- initial testing 
to determine if the F-35 C variant is suitable for use on U.S. 
aircraft carriers. He said Lockheed did not earn the award fee 
since the plane's tailhook had to be redesigned. 

Lockheed also made progress on another milestone 
involving development of new software for the F-35 fighter, 
but it was not sufficiently mature in lab testing to receive 
clearance for use in flight testing by the award fee deadline of 
December 1, said DellaVedova. A flight readiness review was 
completed in January and the software is now cleared for 
flight tests, he added. 
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Finally, Lockheed made progress on the readiness of 
onboard software and the associated ground support system 
needed for pilot training, but not in time to earn the possible 

award fee for 2011. Initial flight testing of the training 
capability is now expected to be completed in the spring, 
DellaVedova said. 
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26. SPAWAR Satellite To Launch This Week 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 21 FEB 12) ... Gary Robbins 

A powerful communications satellite developed by the 
Space and Naval Warfare Systems Command in San Diego is 
scheduled to be launched from Cape Canaveral, Fla., on 
Wednesday at 5:23 p.m. EST. 

The Mobile User Objective System (MUOS) spacecraft is 
the first of five communication satellites that will be placed in 
geosynchronous orbit around Earth. SPAWAR largely 
developed MUOS as a global cellular service that will be used 
by war fighters on land, at sea and in the air. 

Lockheed Martin produced the satellite under contract to 
SPAWAR, which helps the Navy develop everything from 
communication and control systems to surveillance and 
reconnaissance hardware and software, and space systems. 
The United Launch Alliance will send the satellite into space 
aboard a 191-foot-tall Atlas V rocket. 

NASA marked the 50th anniversary Monday of the first 
U.S. manned orbit. Friendship 7 was launched on a rocket 
made in San Diego. 
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27. Rapid Response: ONR Technologies Are Building The Future Force 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 21 FEB 12) ... Katherine H. Crawford, Office of Naval Research 

ARLINGTON, Va. -- An automated weather observation 
system developed by the Office of Naval Research (ONR) 
through its TechSolutions process is being readied for tests 
and evaluations at the end of February in addition to being 
featured in a new video, officials announced Feb. 21. 

TechSolutions, ONR's rapid-response science and 
technology program, focuses on developing prototype 
technologies to solve problems submitted by warfighters 
within 12-18 months from the original request. 

Seeking a faster and easier way to compile atmospheric 
data reports aboard surface ships, Sailors asked TechSolutions 
for help. In response, a team developed the Automated 
Shipboard Weather Observation System-one of several 
prototype technologies highlighted in the new video. 

"TechSolutions is an innovative business process that 
bridges the gap between the warfighter and the scientist," said 
ONR's Command Master Chief Charles Ziervogel, who 
oversees TechSolutions. "The warfighter is involved 
throughout the process, helping to select the developer, 
providing feedback and participating in the final test and 
evaluation." 

The newly released video shows the process 
TechSolutions uses to solve problems that affect the day-to-
day lives of warfighters. It provides an in-depth look at three 
TechSolutions prototype technologies that have been tested in 
the past year and may soon be helping to meet the Navy and 
Marine Corps' vision for 2025: 

 Sailors will no longer need to compile manual 
weather reports. The Automated Shipboard Weather 
Observation System-a weather data collection system 
for Navy surface ships-uses automated 
meteorological sensors and the Secret Internet 
Protocol Router Network, or SIPRNet, to transmit 
formatted weather reports to data collection centers. 
The system provides uniformly formatted data 24 
hours a day in real time and in multiple formats. 

 Marines will now be able to drive vehicles more 
safely at night. The Driver's Vision Enhancement 
retrofit improves the current thermal imaging system 
for better visibility and safety for Marines operating 
combat vehicles in the dark. The small, relatively 
inexpensive unit is a cost-effective upgrade to the 
existing system that enhances image contrast so the 
driver can see obstacles more clearly. 

 Landing signal officers (LSOs) now have an 
automated device that replaces the pen-and-paper 
data collection system currently in use. Improved 
Performance Assessment and Readiness Training 
System, or IPARTS-an enhanced tracking and 
assessment tool accessible from a laptop or handheld 
device-enables LSOs to record data directly into the 
database in real time. It automatically generates 
frequently used documents and identifies pilot trends. 

Sailors and Marines can submit requests by sending an 
email to the TechSolutions team or filling out a simple online 
form that asks two basic questions: "What is the problem?" 
and "What needs to happen to solve it?" Every query will be 
answered, even if it does not result in a project. 

After selecting a project, the TechSolutions team works 
closely with the submitter(s) and subject-matter experts to 
further define the problem and the required capabilities, 
eventually turning to the Naval Research Enterprise for ideas 
and results. 

ONR provides the science and technology necessary to 
maintain the Navy and Marine Corps' technological 
advantage. Through its affiliates, ONR is a leader in science 
and technology with engagement in 50 states, 30 countries, 
1,035 institutions of higher learning and more than 900 
industry partners. ONR employs approximately 1,065 people, 
comprising uniformed, civilian and contract personnel, with 
additional employees at the Naval Research Lab in 
Washington, D.C. 

View Clip (RT: 7:26 
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28. Navy Airship To Be Mothballed But Could Fly Again 
'Flying lab' used for military research, testing 
(ASBURY PARK (NJ) PRESS 21 FEB 12) ... Kirk Moore 

Just four months after its formal acceptance by the Navy, 
the MZ-3A airship at Joint Base McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst is 
now to be deflated and stored, and the program suspended 
amid the overall search to save money in the Department of 
Defense. 

“It is being deflated. It’s not that we have a lack of 
funding. We have a lack of mission,” said Doug Abbotts, a 
spokesman at the Naval Air Systems Command center at 
Patuxent River, Md. 

News of the decision left program supporters crestfallen. 
“We’ve heard rumors… This is very disappointing to us,” 

said Carl Jablonski, president of the Navy Lakehurst Historical 
Society. The group includes Navy veterans who served during 
the era of Cold War blimp patrols, and they helped train the 
MZ-3A contract crew. 

The airship “has proved its worth,” Jablonski said. “It’s a 
shock to us. It’s been good for our country, it’s good for 
homeland security, good for our area and it brings in jobs.” 

The airship was in North Carolina on Tuesday and 
expected back at Hangar 1 on the base’s Lakehurst side this 
weekend, Jablonski said. 

Called a flying laboratory by Navy officials, the airship is 
used by the Naval Research Laboratory to test intelligence and 
surveillance sensors, at considerably less cost than aboard 
fixed-wing or rotor aircraft, program managers say. The blimp 
also served during the 2010 Deepwater Horizon oil spill crisis 
by helping to monitor the Gulf of Mexico oil spill. 

A modified civilian A-170 airship built by American 
Blimp Corp., the MZ-3A has been in development since 2006 
at a cost of around $3.6 million. But in the escalating federal 
budget crunch, there is not enough work to keep the program 
active. “When the next mission comes up, it will be 
reinflated,” Abbotts said. 

That will likely mean layoffs for the civilian contract 
crew. Airships like the MZ-3A must be tended while inflated, 

so removing the lighter-than-air helium and packing the 
envelope and gondola eliminates those maintenance costs. 

The program needs a new customer to continue, Abbotts 
said. The last project – testing equipment for the Army – ran 
for 120 hours in the air, Abbotts said. 

“We’re hoping to have a customer by March 9,” he said. 
Failing that, workers will deflate the blimp and crate 
components for storage. 

Jablonski said, “We had been hoping for some kind of 
standby status, where they would keep the ship inflated” with 
a minimal standby ground crew to save money. “They have a 
very good ground crew that travels with this airship, and 
they’re not going to wait around.” 

While the Navy is pulling back from its airship program, 
the Army is continuing with its $517 million Long-Endurance 
Multi-Intelligence Vehicle (LEMV) program across the field 
from Hangar 1. The project, led by Northrop Grumman, aims 
to field battlefield surveillance airships more than 300 feet 
long — the biggest military airships since the Navy’s Cold 
War blimps flew from Lakehurst. 

The LEMV craft is capable of staying aloft for three 
weeks at altitudes up to 22,000 feet, feeding information into 
the Army’s battlefield command and control networks. The 
prototype was inflated last September in Hangar 6 on the base 
but has yet to fly. 

During its test phases, the MZ-3A cruised the skies as a 
mysterious, unmarked white blimp, but in a formal acceptance 
ceremony last October it was decked out in a red, white and 
blue color scheme — reminiscent of 1920s military aircraft — 
to mark the centennial year of Navy aviation. It marked a brief 
return of lighter-than-air flight to the service. The Navy’s last 
squadron of active-duty airships used for anti-submarine and 
long-range radar work had been decommissioned at Lakehurst 
almost exactly 50 years before. 
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BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
29. Isles Hold On To Military Might 
(HONOLULU STAR-ADVERTISER 21 FEB 12) ... William Cole 

As military communities around the nation fret about 
defense cuts, U.S. Sen. Daniel Inouye said Hawaii expects to 
receive about 1,000 more Marines from Okinawa, have the 
same number or more ships based at Pearl Harbor and see a 
slight increase in shipyard work here. 

Inouye confirmed Monday that with continuing problems 
with a 2006 agreement to relocate some Marines on Okinawa 
and move about 8,000 to Guam, the plan has changed. 

About half the total, or 4,000 Marines, will now go to 
Guam, he said. 

“Instead of all (8,000) going to Guam, they’ll go 
elsewhere — Australia, Hawaii and Guam,” Inouye said. 

The Democrat made the comments Monday during a 
meeting with the Star-Advertiser. 

The decision by the Obama administration to make the 
Middle East and Asia-pacific regions its priorities led Marine 

Corps officials to look at a combination of Australia, Guam 
and Hawaii for the 8,000 Marines because those locations are 
“closer to trouble zones.” 

Inouye, chairman of the Senate appropriations committee, 
said housing at Kaneohe Bay can accommodate about 500 
more Marines. 

“But the question now arises, Will those troops be 
rotating-type troops, or will they be stationed here with 
dependents, which would require schools, etc.? We have not 
reached that stage (of decision) yet.” 

U.S. Sen. Daniel Inouye said he will support either Mayor 
Peter Carlisle or former city Managing Director Kirk Caldwell 
in the race for Honolulu mayor, based on their support for the 
city’s $5.27 billion rail transit project. 
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Inouye said he could not back former Gov. Ben Cayetano, 
the third major candidate in the race, because of Cayetano’s 
strong stance against the rail. 

“If asked to say anything, I would be in favor of rail,” 
Inouye said Monday of the role he might play in the race. “To 
be honest, I suppose I would support a candidate who supports 
rail. 

“I’m not the type that goes out of his way to cut his own 
throat.” 

A key federal approval earlier this month cleared the way 
for the first segment of major construction for the city’s 20-
mile rail line, although officials are still awaiting a Full 
Funding Agreement with the Federal Transit Administration 
that would clear the way for $1.55 billion in federal money for 
the project. 

“If Gov. Cayetano wins it would make the rail proposal a 
bit more difficult,” Inouye said. “Right now the federal 
government is in support.” 

Cayetano said he was not surprised, given his 
disagreement with Inouye over the rail project. 

“Apparently, he sees nothing wrong with the city 
awarding multimillion-dollar rail contracts and starting 
construction even though there is no Full Funding Agreement 
or congressional approval for the $1.5 billion federal grant,” 
Cayetano said via email. 

Contractor Kiewit Infrastructure West Co. plans to start 
work next month on the first 6.5 miles of elevated guideway 
for the system. 

“The city is taking these risks mainly because the senator 
says he is ‘confident’ he will get congressional approval for 
the $1.5 billion,” Cayetano said. “Not only is such conduct 

irresponsible, but it is highstakes gambling with the public’s 
money.” 

Inouye, meeting with Star-Advertiser reporters and 
editors, said he was not ready to say who he favored, Carlisle 
or Caldwell, “but I will be supporting one of them.” 

“Both of them are my friends,” he added. 
Caldwell said he would be honored to have the 

endorsement of the senator, for whom he worked in 
Washington. 

“We’re working hard to earn the support of each and 
every voter in the City and County of Honolulu, including that 
of our senior senator,” Caldwell said. “The senator is a good 
friend of mine, and my wife and both of us have worked for 
him in the past.” 

Carlisle said he “can’t imagine any politician in Hawaii 
not treasuring the endorsement of Sen. Inouye,” adding that he 
understands there is a long-standing friendship between him 
and Caldwell. 

“If he endorses Kirk and doesn’t endorse me and I happen 
to be elected, it’s not going to have any impact on our 
relationship in the slightest, and we’ll continue to work for a 
better tomorrow for the city,” Carlisle said. 

A recent poll by the StarAdvertiser and Hawaii News 
Now showed Cayetano in the lead for mayor with 44 percent, 
followed by Carlisle at 35 percent and Caldwell at 16 percent. 

Inouye said he does not give much credence to polls this 
far from the election. But he was surprised that the same poll 
showed voter support for rail had slipped. 

“But I feel certain that once the debate begins and reasons 
are given, it’ll change,” Inouye said. 
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30. STEM Grand Challenge Winners To Build Better Digital Tutors For Students 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 21 FEB 12) ... Office of Naval Research 

ARLINGTON, Va. -- The Office of Naval Research 
(ONR) announced Feb. 21 the selection of four academic and 
industry teams to develop affordable digital tutoring software 
to improve the science, technology, engineering and math 
(STEM) knowledge of middle and high school students. 

Team winners of ONR's STEM Grand Challenge will 
produce intelligent tutoring technology that ultimately will be 
used to enhance the STEM skills of students, Sailors and 
Marines while helping to prepare the future naval science and 
engineering work force to address emerging challenges to the 
nation's defense. 

"I look to these teams of researchers and their unique 
approaches with intelligent tutoring systems to help the Navy, 
Marine Corps and our nation in delivering a steady work force 
of talented scientists and engineers," said Rear Adm. Matthew 
L. Klunder, chief of naval research. 

The Department of the Navy (DoN) is committed to 
doubling its investment in STEM in the next five years. Last 
year, Secretary of the Navy Ray Mabus initiated a STEM 
Roadmap to help guide the department in its commitment to 
help improve the nation's STEM education this decade. 

"Secretary Mabus inspired our early grass root efforts and 
now ONR, government labs and warfare centers as well as 
initiatives coming out of the president's office are taking hold 
and really starting to energize young people to pursue STEM 
education and careers," said Klunder. 

ONR's STEM education Grand Challenge, an $8 million 
three-year initiative, is designed to spur innovation and 
creativity in the advancement of cost-effective digital tutors 
that tailor instruction to the individual needs and learning pace 
of students. The software systems mimic one-on-one 
interactions between teachers and pupils and are expected to 
improve student academic performance by two or more letter 
grades in a short amount of time. 

The selection of the four teams was based on the scientific 
and technical merits of their proposals in addressing ONR's 
STEM Grand Challenge research goals. The winning 
proposals were submitted by: University of Memphis; Arizona 
State University; University of Massachusetts and Raytheon 
BBN Technologies 

In the first phase, each team will receive up to $1.5 
million to develop a digital tutor that will provide instruction 
in STEM-related topics. The range of approaches includes: 
developing techniques for creating realistic and supportive 
student-tutor interactions; creating analytic and modeling 
methods for adapting to students' learning capabilities; 
producing methods for mapping information to an 
instructional curriculum; and crafting techniques for 
maintaining students' active engagement. Each team also will 
conduct assessments of their unique solutions in order to 
evaluate the return on investment for these tutors. 
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At the end of the first phase, the four teams will be judged 
upon how well the tutors improve students' knowledge 
retention, reasoning and problem-solving skills. One or two 
teams will be selected for phase two, which provides another 
year of funding-up to $1 million per team-to produce a system 
that can be used to educate Sailors and Marines. 

"An aggressive development plan across two very 
different student populations will drive significant technical 
innovation in the development of digital tutoring technology. 
This approach will make a significant positive impact on the 
quality of educational technology in the teaching of critical 
STEM skills," said Cmdr. Joseph Cohn, who is co-managing 
the STEM Grand Challenge with Dr. Ray Perez. 

The second phase of the program will transition the best 
digital tutoring systems to naval schoolhouses and laptops. 
This STEM challenge, in addition to other efforts the DoN is 
exploring, will reduce training time and instructor costs while 
increasing the technical skills of recruits, Sailors and Marines 
in the digital age. 

"Because it can take experts as many as 200 hours to 
develop an hour's worth of instructional content in today's 
digital tutors, another key objective is to develop authoring 
tools that make designing instructional curriculum content 
faster and more effective," said Perez. 

ONR has a rich history of supporting basic and applied 
research in computer models of human information 
processing. Early work on intelligent tutoring systems reaches 
as far back as the late 1960s. 

Intelligent tutors, or digital tutors, use artificial 
intelligence systems to evaluate students' skills and knowledge 
in real time. The systems then adjust the subsequent tutoring 
methods and problem sets to address the knowledge gaps of 
each individual student. This tailored approach to education 

has been used successfully for math skills in public high 
schools as part of classroom curricula, enabling teachers to 
focus more time on the specific challenges of individual 
students. 

Currently, the Navy is participating in testing a digital 
tutoring system for the Navy's information systems technology 
(IT) rating and should complete that effort this spring. This 
program is funded by the Defense Advanced Research 
Projects Agency and has shown promise. If final evaluation of 
the digital IT tutor is successful, this digital tutoring 
technology may be developed and adopted across Navy 
schoolhouses for a wide variety of technical curricula. 

President Barack Obama has spoken frequently about 
boosting science and math education in U.S. schools. Last 
week, the president proposed an additional $80 million in 
government funding to train 100,000 specialized teachers who 
will help students master critical STEM skills to thrive in a 
technologically-driven economy. 

Supporting the president's call for enhanced STEM 
initiatives, the DoN is rolling out new research and 
development projects that bolster the administration's vision 
through the use of digital tutor technologies. 

ONR provides the science and technology necessary to 
maintain the Navy and Marine Corps' technological 
advantage. Through its affiliates, ONR is a leader in science 
and technology with engagement in 50 states, 70 countries, 
1,035 institutions of higher learning and 914 industry partners. 
ONR employs approximately 1,400 people, comprising 
uniformed, civilian and contract personnel, with additional 
employees at the Naval Research Lab in Washington, D.C. 

For more information on the STEM Grand Challenge, 
visit http://www.onr.navy.mil/Media-Center/Press-
Releases/2011/STEM-Grand-Challenge-ONR.aspx. 
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31. NAVFAC Southwest Hosts Service-Disabled Veteran-Owned Small Business Outreach 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 21 FEB 12) ... Lee H. Saunders, Naval Facilities Engineering Command Southwest Public Affairs 

CAMP PENDLETON, Calif. -- Naval Facilities 
Engineering Command (NAVFAC) Southwest will host a 
Service-Disabled Veteran-Owned Small Business (SDVOSB) 
Outreach for qualified veteran owned firms at Marine Corps 
Base Camp Pendleton Feb. 28. 

The Department of the Navy SDVOSB Program was 
formed in response to the requirements of the Veterans Benefit 
Act of 2003. This procurement program was created to 
enhance business opportunities for small business concerns 
owned and controlled by service-disabled veterans and 
provide federal contracting assistance. 

"NAVFAC Southwest continues to seek qualified 
SDVOSB firms to participate in our requirements," said Linda 
Ryan, NAVFAC Southwest deputy for Small Business 
Programs. "This outreach provides an excellent forum to find 
those firms." 

The term "service disabled" as defined by the Small 
Business Act public law (P.L.) 106-50 of 1999 means, with 
respect to disability or death, that such disability was incurred 

or aggravated, or that the death resulted from a disability 
incurred or aggravated, in the line of duty in the active 
military, naval, or air service. This definition applies to the 
new sole source and restricted competition program under P.L. 
108-183 and the three percent goal program set by P.L. 106-
50, and includes veterans with zero percent and higher 
Veterans Affairs disability ratings. 

The outreach begins at 8 a.m. at the South Mesa Club, 
202850 San Jacinto Road on Marine Corps Base, Camp 
Pendleton. 

"This is an excellent chance to learn more about available 
business opportunities and to network with large businesses," 
said Ryan. "Attendees will also be able to meet representatives 
from NAVFAC Southwest, other federal agencies, prime 
contractors, as well as state and local government agencies." 

Registration is required for this no-cost event at 
https://portal.navfac.navy.mil/portal/page/portal/navfac/navfac
_ww_pp/navfac_navfacsw_pp/oicc_mci_west/sdvosb_outreac
h/event. 
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NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
32. Lawmakers Pass Resolution Urging The Navy To Name A Sub USS South Dakota 
(RAPID CITY (SD) JOURNAL 21 FEB 12) ... David Montgomery 

The South Dakota Legislature wants to take South Dakota 
underwater. 

More specifically, they want the Navy to take the USS 
South Dakota underwater. 

A resolution urging the Navy to name a Virginia-class 
attack submarine after South Dakota passed the state House 
unanimously Tuesday afternoon. 

The resolution points out that North Dakota, Minnesota, 
Missouri, Wyoming and Nebraska all have submarines named 
after them. 

Naval ships have borne the name South Dakota before, 
most famously a World War II battleship. 
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33. Odierno Tries To Stake Army Claim To Wider Pacific Role 
(NATIONAL JOURNAL 21 FEB 12) ... Otto Kreisher 

Despite looming deep budget and troop reductions, the 
Army chief of staff said on Tuesday that the nation’s biggest 
land force will increase its presence in the Asia-Pacific region, 
an area normally associated with air and naval forces. 

But with the new national-security guidelines shifting the 
strategic focus from Europe and the Middle East, where land 
forces are king, to the vast oceanic domain of the Pacific, it 
should surprise no one that Army Gen. Raymond Odierno 
would try to stake a claim for his service in that region. 

The Army’s campaign to be included in future plans for 
the military buildup in Asia-Pacific is, after all, a matter of 
self-preservation in an era of constrained defense budgets. 

It is similar to the Army’s discovery of “expeditionary” 
capabilities – the Marine Corps’ chosen specialty – when the 
collapse of the Soviet Union made its powerful but ponderous 
Euro-centric ground forces a bit irrelevant. Speaking at an 
Association of the U.S. Army breakfast, Odierno related his 
recent trip to the Pacific, in which he said he reached out to 
the U.S. Pacific commander, Adm. Robert Willard, and the 
other regional combatant commanders to remind them of the 
capabilities the Army can provide. 

He also cited his meetings with military leaders in Japan 
and South Korea, who he said were “excited” about increased 
opportunities to work with the Army and pledged to join him 
in building strong trilateral ties with the U.S. to strengthen 
security in the region. 

To argue his case for an increased Army presence in the 
Pacific, Odierno said that seven of the world’s 10 largest 
armies are in Asia, army officers lead most of the joint 
military forces there, and that therefore the armies are the most 
influential forces. 

But that seems to overlook the warning issued by former 
Defense Secretary Robert Gates shortly before leaving office 
last year when, quoting Gen. Douglas MacArthur, he said that 
anyone who suggested the U.S. get involved in a land war in 
Asia should have his head examined. 

Odierno, surprisingly, never mentioned the main security 
threat in the region -- China, which has been aggressively 
reducing the size of its army while increasing and modernizing 
its air and naval forces. 

Even the U.S. military commitment to the defense of 
South Korea against the North’s powerful army centers on 
fast-reacting air and naval power. Odierno also did not 
mention the emerging AirSea Battle Concept, which is to 
guide development of U.S. responses to China’s anti-access, 
area-denial strategy, known as A2AD, which again focuses on 
air and naval forces backed up by long-range missiles. 

Although the Air Force and the Navy started the AirSea 
discussions, the Marines forced their way into the process, 
insisting that their amphibious capabilities could play a useful 
role in countering China’s A2AD threat. And, more recently, 
the Army has tried to get included, offering its airborne and 
air-assault units as an adjunct to that effort. 

But the Marine and Army offers run up against the 
problem that A2AD is designed to make it too dangerous to 
get forces in close enough to launch those kinds of assaults. 

Without providing any details of the pending fiscal 2013 
budget, Odierno said Army modernization priorities would 
include completion of its communications and intelligence 
network, replacement of the Bradley Fighting Vehicles, and 
purchase of new Joint Light Tactical Vehicles instead of trying 
to find ways to make its aged Humvees meet the changing 
tactical environment. 
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34. Dempsey To Troops: 'We've Heard Your Concerns' On TRICARE Fees 
(GOVERNMENT EXECUTIVE 21 FEB 12) ... Amanda Palleschi 

Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Martin Dempsey 
told service members Tuesday that the Defense Department is 
continuing to review the military’s health care structure after 
proposing changes in its fiscal 2013 budget that would 
increase TRICARE fees. 

“I want those of you who serve and who have served to 
know that we’ve heard your concerns, in particular your 
concern about the tiered enrollment fee structure for 
TRICARE in retirement,” Dempsey said in a statement 
Tuesday. “You have our commitment that we will continue to 

review our health care system to make it as responsive, as 
affordable and as equitable as possible.” 

The Obama administration’s fiscal 2013 budget proposal 
includes new TRICARE co-pays , increases to TRICARE 
Prime enrollment fees, initiation of standard and extra annual 
enrollment fees, and adjustments to deductibles and 
catastrophic coverage caps. 

It also modifies pharmacy co-pays to encourage the use of 
less expensive mail-order and military treatment facility 
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pharmacies, and includes modest annual fees for Medicare-
covered beneficiaries older than 65, or TRICARE for Life. 

The TRICARE fee increases mean that military retirees in 
upper-income tiers would see their health care contributions 
nearly quadruple during the next five years. 

“In forming this budget, we looked at all cost variables,” 
Dempsey told service members in his statement. “Many of 
you will know that pay and benefits account for more than 
one-third of the budget and that health care costs in particular 

have increased from $19 billion in 2001 to $48 billion today. 
We had to act to slow this growth.” 

These changes would save Defense an estimated $12.9 
billion in discretionary funding and $4.7 billion in mandatory 
savings on Medicare-eligible retiree health care over the next 
five years. 

Defense already has implemented TRICARE Prime fee 
increases for new retiree enrollees beginning in fiscal 2012; 
under the fiscal 2013 proposal, the fees would be phased in 
based on annual retirement pay. 
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35. Expect Increases In Health Care Costs 
(MILITARY UPDATE 20 FEB 12) ... Tom Philpott 

Out-of-pocket health care costs for military retirees and 
users of the Tricare retail pharmacy network would jump next 
October if Congress approves President Barack Obama's fiscal 
2013 budget request. 

Annual active-duty pay raises would be affected but not 
until January 2015 when raise caps would begin and last three 
years. The 2015 raise would be half of a percentage point, to 
be followed by a 1 percent raise in 2016 and a 1.5 percent 
raise in 2017. 

In defending these changes, Army Gen. Martin Dempsey, 
chairman of the Joint Chiefs, called current Tricare fees for 
retirees, nearly frozen since 1996, "an anachronism" the 
military no longer can afford. 

"To build the force needed to defend the country under 
existing budget constraints," added Defense Secretary Leon 
Panetta, "the growth in costs of military pay and benefits must 
be put on a sustainable course. This is an area of the budget 
that has grown by nearly 90 percent since 2001, and 30 
percent above inflation, while [force] strength has only grown 
by 3 percent." 

Rep. Joe Wilson, R-S.C., chairman of the House 
subcommittee on military personnel, vowed to oppose every 
initiative to curb compensation growth or to raise retiree 
health fees. But criticism of these proposals from colleagues 
on the armed services committees was muted. 

Lawmaker after lawmaker did lament the possibility of 
base closings and other various planned cuts even as they 
acknowledged that Panetta and Dempsey had to propose lean 
budgets to implement $487 billion in defense cuts over 10 
years ordered by Congress in last year's Budget Control Act. 

The TRICARE increases target retirees of every age. Here 
are details: 

Tricare Prime – Annual enrollment fees for the managed 
care program would be raised and fees tiered based on retired 
pay. 

Family coverage for Tier 1 retirees, those with retired pay 
below $22,590, would see the enrollment fee of $520 climb by 
$80 a year for the next three years. It would be raised by $70 
more in 2016 and by $43 in 2017 to reach $893, a 71 percent 
hike over five years. Individual coverage would rise from 
$260 to $446.50 in 2017. 

Tier 2 fees, for retirees drawing $22,590 to $45,178, 
would climb by $200 a year for family coverage for a few 
years and then by $265 or more to reach $1,523 by 2017, to 
nearly triple the cost of family coverage. 

Tier 3 would apply to retirees with annuities above 
$45,178. Their enrollment fee would jump by $300 a year the 
first two years, and would reach $2,048 by 2017, nearly four 
times the current fee. Individual coverage in Tiers 2 and 3 also 
would cost half of family coverage. 

Tricare Standard/Extra — A first-ever annual 
enrollment fee would be set for the military's fee-for-service 
insurance plan option and its preferred provider network 
option. It would be $140 for family coverage in 2013, 
climbing to $250 by 2017. The fee for individual coverage 
would be half that for families. The annual deductible of $300 
(family) and $150 (individual) also would increase steadily to 
reach $580 (family) and $290 (individual) by 2017. 

These TRICARE changes for retirees under 65 and their 
families are projected to save $12.1 billion over the next 10 
years. 

Tricare For Life — A first-ever enrollment fee would be 
imposed on this prized insurance supplement to Medicare. 
Like the Prime enrollment fee, the TFL fee would be tiered 
based on retired pay. 

Tier 1 would see an annual fee of $35 next year, rising to 
$150 by 2016 when the fee would be indexed to medical 
inflation. The fee for Tier 2 retirees would be $75 next year 
and climb to $300 by 2016. Tier 3 retirees pay $115 next year 
and $450 by 2016. 

This proposal would save nearly $11 billion over 10 
years. 

Pharmacy Co-Payments — To encourage beneficiaries 
to use the cheapest points of pharmacy service – bases and 
mail order – and to choose generic drugs over brand names, 
co-payments for brand name drugs would rise sharply starting 
next year. 

Co-pays for 30 days of brand name drugs in the retail 
network would climb next October from $12 to $26, and 
increase by $2 a year thereafter until reaching $34 in fiscal 
2017. Co-pays for brand name at mail order, now $9 for a 90-
day supply, would climb to $26 in the fall and rise steadily to 
$34 by 2017. 

"We spend 80 percent of our pharmacy dollars on only 29 
percent of total prescriptions — brand name drugs," said Rear 
Adm. Thomas J. McGinnis, chief of pharmaceutical 
operations. "If we can move more beneficiaries toward generic 
and home delivery, which alone is a 27 percent savings over 
retail, that's where the big savings comes in." 
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36. Bill Would Give Veteran-Owned Companies A Boost 
(NAVY TIMES 21 FEB 12) ... Rick Maze 

An Ohio congressman has introduced legislation that 
would move veteran-owned businesses closer to the front of 
the line when seeking contracts from the Veterans Affairs 
Department. 

Rep. Bill Johnson, R-Ohio, chairman of the House 
Veterans’ Affairs Committee’s oversight and investigations 
panel, is pushing a bill that would make veteran-owned small 
businesses more competitive for contracts to supply goods and 
services on the federal supply schedule for purchase by VA. It 
would not apply to other federal agencies. 

If enacted, HR 4048 would open a wide range of contracts 
to veteran-owned and disabled veteran-owned businesses that 
are now exempt from veterans’ preference rules. General 
Schedule vendors provide a variety of goods and services, 
from food, cleaning equipment and supplies to furniture, 
medical and dental equipment and supplies, shipping and 
packing supplies, security systems and a variety of 
professional services. 

The bill was referred to the House Veterans’ Affairs 
Committee for consideration, joining a pile of other 
employment-related legislation that the committee could 
package together into an election-year initiative aimed at 
reducing the unemployment rate among veterans. 

Johnson’s bill would help veterans, but would still not 
make them No. 1 on the list of preferred contractors. Under 
the government’s complicated contracting procedures, if VA 
needs something, the top priority is to search its current 

inventory, then search the inventory of other federal agencies, 
before buying anything. 

If VA does buy goods, priority goes to Federal Prison 
Industries, then to the blind, then to wholesale suppliers as the 
third, fourth and fifth choices. Purchasing from the federal 
supply schedule ranks sixth and seventh in priority, first for a 
mandatory schedule and then for a supplemental purchasing 
schedule. 

Under current procedures, veteran-owned businesses rank 
eighth in priority for contracts. They would rise to sixth under 
Johnson’s bill. 

Veterans’ preference in contracts was the subject of a 
November hearing of Johnson’s subcommittee, with the 
veterans who owned small businesses complaining that 
purchasing rules were limiting their opportunities. 

One disabled veteran, Bob Hesser, a retired Navy master 
chief and owner of Vetrepreneur, a Virginia-based company, 
recommended the change in law as a way to improve chances 
for a veteran-owned business to receive a contract. He said the 
current policy seems to be “vets last.” 

Steve Gonzalez, assistant director of the American 
Legion’s national economic commission, shared Hesser’s 
concerns about the contracting practices. Veteran-owned 
businesses “have been relegated to last in VA’s procurement 
hierarchy,” he said. “The irony and greatest insult is that this 
agency, which was created to help veterans, appears to be 
actively and knowingly shutting them out when it’s time to 
award government contracts.” 
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37. Pentagon Delays Endanger Whistle-Blowers, Report Says 
(USA TODAY 21 FEB 12) ... Tom Vanden Brook 

WASHINGTON – The Pentagon takes too long to 
investigate whistle-blower complaints from troops, unfairly 
endangering the careers of those who step forward and 
damaging the military's ability to save money and stop fraud, a 
draft report by the Government Accountability Office says. 

The draft report, obtained by USA TODAY, shows a 
system rife with problems that must be resolved if the 
Pentagon is to make the kind of financial savings it needs. 
Federal law protects military whistle-blowers against reprisals. 

"The report is damning, but there is cause for hope: The 
Pentagon office of inspector general has new leadership in 
charge of reprisal investigations and is revamping their 
program," said Nick Schwellenbach, director of investigations 
for the Project on Government Oversight, a non-partisan 
government watchdog group. 

Among its key findings based on review of cases from 
January 2009 through March 2011: 

 The Pentagon missed its 180-day deadline for 
completing investigations in whistle-blower cases in 
70% of cases studied by the GAO. The delays may 
prompt some troops to withdraw complaints, the 
report said. The Pentagon Inspector General's office 
attributed delays to lack of staff. 

 Only 15% of whistle-blowing troops with 
substantiated claims of retribution received some 
form of relief. 

 Knowledge about remedies for whistle-blowers is 
lacking. The Pentagon Inspector General at one time 
had provided specific recommendations for 
substantiated claims, including, for example, 
reinstatement to a job. Now, the policy is for a 
general recommendation that "appropriate action be 
taken." 

One high-profile incident involved Lt. Col. Michael 
Holmes. He maintained that the military launched an 
investigation of him after he raised concerns about improper 
use of propaganda. The military closed the case without 
interviewing him, Holmes said, but reopened the investigation 
after his case received public attention. 

The GAO recommended that the Pentagon track the 
timeliness of its response to whistle-blowers, improve 
oversight of its investigations and ensure that remedies are 
delivered to those who deserve them. 

Sen. Chuck Grassley, R-Iowa, who has championed the 
cause of government whistle-blowers, asked for the GAO 
report. His office did not respond to a request for comment. 

The Pentagon Inspector General has responded to the 
report from the GAO, which is responsible for its release, said 
Bridget Serchak, a spokeswoman for the inspector general. 
The GAO declined to comment. 
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OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
38. Caps Tossed For The U.S. Navy 
(COEUR D' ALENE (ID) PRESS 22 FEB 12) ... Jack Evensizer 

As the aircraft carrier CVN 72 (Carrier Vessel Nuclear) 
USS (United States Ship) Abraham Lincoln steamed through 
the Strait of Hormuz last Jan. 22 escorted by the guided 
missile cruiser USS Cape St. George and two destroyers, it 
was joined by the British Royal Navy's frigate HMS Argyll, 
and a French vessel to augment the carrier group's "regular 
and routine transit mission." According to Fox News, "this 
was being seen as a show of strength directed at Tehran about 
the West's resolve to keep open the route into the Persian 
Gulf..." 

What is so unusual about these three navies in a carrier 
group, you ask? To start with, the French Navy, officially the 
Marine Nationale ("National Navy"), the British Royal Navy 
and our U.S. Navy are the only three blue-water navies 
worldwide. And if you were awake during U.S. History class 
you will recall that France helped defeat the British in 
America's Revolutionary War. Yep, it all started with the 
Stamp Act of 1765... taxation without representation, the 
Boston Tea Party in 1773 and finally Declaration of 
Independence in 1776. 

Talk about occupy Wall Street. The French naval victory 
in the Chesapeake Bay in September 1781 led to a siege by 
French and Continental armies that forced the surrender of 
Britain's Lord Charles Cornwallis's forces at Yorktown, Va., 
in October that year. Spain's expulsion of British armies from 
West Florida secured America's southern flank. The 
sovereignty of the United States was recognized at the "Treaty 
of Paris" in 1783 that ended the war. 

Today, the U.S. Navy is the largest in the world, tracing 
its origins to the Revolutionary War. While an issue of debate 
in the Continental Congress, Commander in Chief George 
Washington commissioned seven ships to interdict British 
supply lines. (You should have stayed awake during class.) 
The debate in Congress ended when Washington reported that 
British ships had been captured, whereas the debate centered 
around whether or not to provoke British ships by establishing 
a Navy having a very limited role. It was not expected to 
contest British control of the seas, but rather to raid commerce 
and attack the transports that supplied British forces in North 
America. 

An additional plan to equip two ships that would operate 
under the authority of Congress was carried out on Oct. 13, 
1775, which later would become the Navy's official birthday. 
(There's going to be a test later.) The Naval Act of 1794 
ordered the construction and manning of six frigates and were 
used to end most of the pirate activity in the Barbary Coast 
(Tripoli, Tunis, Morocco and Algiers) area in the 
Mediterranean Sea. 

Our Navy is diverse in its nature, having surface ships, 
submarines, aircraft, SEAL (Sea, Air, Land) teams and the 
Seabees (CB... Construction Battalion), the construction arm 
of the Navy. Also of note is that the Marine Corps is a 
component of the Department of the Navy. The leadership, 
however, is a separate branch of the United States Armed 
Forces. 

For the thousands currently serving, and sailors who 
served before, the tradition is deep. Captain John Paul "I have 
not yet begun to fight" Jones (1747-1792), Captain James 
"don't give up the ship" Lawrence (1781-1813), Admiral 
David "damn the torpedoes, full speed ahead" Farragut (1801-
1870) and Fleet Admiral Chester William Nimitz (1885-
1966), who signed for the United States when Japan formally 
surrendered on the deck of the battleship USS Missouri in 
Tokyo Bay, on Sept. 2, 1945, are among the legends that make 
our Navy great. 

Local Navy veterans include recently departed John 
Dunlap, Commander of American Legion Post 143, 
Commander Earl Crain and Chaplain Richard Baker of Post 
14, Dr. Jack Dawson, Vietnam river boat skipper and retired 
Director of University of Idaho's Coeur d'Alene campus, 
Korea and Vietnam vet and former State Senator Clyde 
Boatright, and of course the list is not complete without 
mentioning the salty sailor Jim Shepard who saw action in 
beach landings during World War II. The list is endless. 

To all who served, we owe you a debt of gratitude too 
large to pay. We can humbly say thank you for serving and 
protecting us, and for the security that you and our Navy has 
provided for the United States of America. 

Anchors Aweigh! 
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39. Gov't Urged To Show Realistic Ways To Relocate Futenma Base 
(MANICHI DAILY NEWS (JAPAN) 21 FEB 12) ... Editorial 

Okinawa Gov. Hirokazu Nakaima's rejection of the 
national government's environmental assessment on the 
construction of a substitute facility for U.S. Marine Corps Air 
Station Futenma in the prefecture has made it far more 
difficult to carry out the base relocation plan agreed on 
between Japan and the United States. 

Nakaima has submitted to the Defense Ministry his 
written opinion on the environmental assessment report on the 
plan to move Futenma base in Ginowan to the Henoko district 
of Nago, also in Okinawa Prefecture. In his opinion, the 
governor asserted that environmental protection measures 

outlined in the assessment cannot protect the living 
environment for local residents or the natural environment in 
the area. He then pointed out 175 problems, including its 
impact on dugong designated as an endangered species and 
low-frequency noise from vertical takeoff aircraft. 

What is notable is that its preamble clearly states that it is 
impossible to carry out the agreed upon relocation on the 
grounds that the Nago Municipal Government that is supposed 
to host the substitute facility is opposed to the plan. It then 
urges that Futenma base be moved out of Okinawa Prefecture 
and that its land be returned to its owner saying, "Relocation 
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of the base to another area in Japan is the best way to achieve 
an early resolution of the issue in a reasonable way. 

It is of great significance that the governor's opinion has 
not only pointed out problems involving the substitute 
facility's impact on the environment but also included his 
political decision that the relocation plan is unfeasible. 

The governor will submit his opinion on the planned 
reclamation of the sea as part of the construction of a 
substitute facility for Futenma base to the central government 
by March 27. Its contents will undoubtedly be similar to his 
opinion on the environmental assessment. The government 
will then complete the procedure for the environmental 
evaluation after revising the assessment report and publicizing 
it, laying the groundwork for applying to the Okinawa 
governor for permission to reclaim the sea off the Henoko 
district of Nago. 

However, the possibility that Gov. Nakaima will change 
his mind and grant the central government permission for 
reclamation is extremely slim. In other words, the possibility 
that Futenma base will permanently remain in Ginowan will 
increase as long as the national government sticks to its plan. 

Prime Minister Yoshihiko Noda will visit Okinawa on 
Feb. 26 and 27 for the first time since he took office to meet 
with Gov. Nakaima. Noda is expected to apologize for the 
government's confusion over the plan and a gaffe by the 

former chief of the Okinawa Defense Bureau, and explain the 
policy of separating the relocation of Futenma base from the 
overall realignment of U.S. forces in Japan. He will then ask 
Okinawa for cooperation in the agreed upon base relocation. 
However, of greater need is for the prime minister to show 
specific measures to prevent the base from permanently 
remaining in Ginowan, which Okinawa is most worried about, 
and the procedure for relocating the base. 

Amid growing concern that Futenma base will 
permanently remain in Ginowan after the relocation plan was 
separated from the U.S. forces realignment, Prime Minister 
Noda has repeatedly expressed his firm determination to 
prevent this by all means. However, it is obvious that he 
cannot open the way for achieving this as long as he sticks to 
the plan to shift the base to Henoko, considering the 
governor's opinion on the environmental assessment. 

We would like to emphasize again that Tokyo and 
Washington should reconsider the relocation plan in an effort 
to prevent Futenma base from permanently remaining in its 
current location. 

The national government should pursue the best solution, 
while keeping in mind that the relocation of Futenma is aimed 
at eliminating the danger that the base poses to local residents 
and that the plan to shift the facility to Henoko is extremely 
difficult to achieve. 
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40. Malaysia's Correct Strategic Decision 
With the arms build-up by India and China, and America’s pivot policy, Malaysia is taking precautionary 
steps 
(NEW STRAITS TIMES (MALAYSIA) 20 FEB 12) ... Dr. Azmi Hassan 

Talk about containing China's influence via the United 
States' "pivot" policy has already had a chilling effect, 
especially for the Southeast Asia region. 

The Philippines has been courting the U.S. in its Spratly 
and Paracel Islands territorial dispute with China. 

The expanded cooperation between the two allies not only 
created uneasiness among its neighbours but also warnings 
from Philippines separatist groups because of the fear that this 
would include the return of American military bases. 

The so-called Pacific pivot policy is no doubt a 
continuation of broadening American strategic relations in the 
region to maintain a balance of power as China's influence 
grows. 

Singapore, too, is already warming up to the latest 
American strategy. 

The Changi naval facility, which is basically designed and 
built to accommodate the U.S. Navy fleet operating in the 
Pacific area, will be a primary logistic stop. 

Washington said it was considering plans to deploy 
advanced littoral combat ships (LCS) in Singapore in the 
coming years. 

The presence of American LCS in the Straits of Malacca 
is a sensitive issue for the littoral states of Malaysia and 
Indonesia. 

When Washington proposed to deploy LCS to patrol the 
straits in 2004 under the Regional Maritime Security Initiative 
(RMSI), both Kuala Lumpur and Jakarta rejected the move 
and reiterated that control of the straits was the sovereign 
prerogative of both nations. 

But the most keenly watched impact of U.S. pivoting 
strategy emanated from India. 

New Delhi is on the threshold of a huge military 
procurement and it is estimated that its defense spending in the 
next five years will reach an astounding U.S.$100 billion 
(RM310 billion). 

The Stockholm International Peace Research Institute 
(Sipri) estimated that in 2010, India accounted for nearly nine 
per cent of the world's weapon imports and this made the 
country one of the largest arms importers. 

Some argue that India is playing catch-up and using its 
growing economic wealth to overhaul its military arsenal that 
still consist of near-obsolete Soviet-era hardware. 

This argument is also commonly employed by Beijing to 
justify its military spending in order to protect its economic 
interests. 

But what's more interesting is that India's long-time rival 
Pakistan is not the main focus of its latest military 
procurement, since the navy and air force received the most 
generous budget. 

Procurement of 126 multi-combat jet fighters, a nuclear-
powered submarine and an aircraft carrier point directly to 
China because New Delhi is looking to strengthen its position 
not only along its shared borders but also the Indian Ocean. 

India's need for a multi-combat fighter is, in part, based 
on its geographical size which spans several operational 
theatres with wildly varying topographies. 

The possibility of a full-scale war between the two Asian 
giants is remote. 
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But due to the unsettled historical issues along its 
3,500km common mountain borders and also the memory of 
the humiliating defeat of the Indian army during the brief 1962 
border war, New Delhi is preparing for the inevitable. 

New Delhi is also apprehensive about Beijing's extended 
influence in South Asia and the development of harbor 
facilities in Pakistan, Sri Lanka, Bangladesh and Myanmar is a 
direct inference that China has some big plans for the Indian 
Ocean. 

Both nations are no doubt building and fortifying their 
"blue water" navies to protect key shipping routes that are 
critical to their future energy needs. 

With this development, Malaysia should take corrective 
and precautionary measures since the Indian Ocean is only a 

short distance from the highly contested and congested South 
China Sea and the Straits of Malacca -- not that Malaysia 
should also pursue a military spending spree since India and 
China are in a totally different league. 

But the acquisition of two Scorpene class submarines KD 
Tuanku Abdul Rahman and KD Tun Abdul Razak and the 
addition of six LCS in a few years' time points to a correct 
strategic decision on our part. 

Malaysian Maritime Enforcement Agency in 2005 had 
freed the Royal Malaysian Navy from the coast guard role. 
The latter can now focus on its core business -- its military 
role and possibly, a true "blue water" RMN. 

Return to Index 
 

41. Why To Forget UNCLOS 
(THE DIPLOMAT 17 FEB 12) ... Dan Blumenthal and Michael Mazza 

The Obama administration seems determined to put 
political science theories to the test by "binding" China into 
the rules-based order over which the United States presides. 
Only this time, China is already a signatory to the rules in 
question. The Obama administration seems to think it is the 
United States that needs the binding. 

The timing of this new push over the U.N. Convention on 
the Law of Sea, signed by President Bill Clinton and then 
defeated by the Senate in 1994, is curious. One need only scan 
the past three years of Chinese activities in the South China, 
East China, and Yellow seas to find evidence that China 
intends to change the maritime status quo in ways detrimental 
to U.S. interests. Despite ratifying UNCLOS, China's 
maritime behavior in East Asia runs contrary to international 
law and custom as they have been commonly understood for 
centuries. 

Where customary international law has protected the 
traditionally expansive understanding of freedom of the seas - 
allowing open access to all but narrow bands of territorial 
waters along national coastlines - China is trying to curtail that 
access, fence off its peripheral waters, and deny to other 
maritime nations the freedom of navigation they have long and 
lawfully enjoyed. What's the argument for signing UNCLOS 
when China itself doesn't adhere to the law? When it turns out 
that the letter of the law is less clear than its proponents think? 
Given these problems, U.S. ratification of UNCLOS won't 
resolve Sino-U.S. disagreements; it will only lead to endless 
legal and diplomatic wrangling. 

Arguments for UNCLOS ratification now are even more 
bizarre given that international law and the balance of power 
favor the United States. To ratify the treaty at this time would 
be to signal approval to other states of faulty interpretations of 
international law while committing the United States to 
endless dispute resolution in international bodies that haven't 
historically favored its interests. Washington would put itself 
in a position where it might have to ignore the treaty's dispute 
resolution clauses to further its interests. Why sign a treaty we 
will have to violate? In doing so, wouldn't Washington cede 
the moral high ground it now holds by simply following 
established custom? 

No, ratification of UNCLOS will not help Washington 
and Beijing resolve their maritime disputes. Rather, resolution 
lies in the United States' continued exercise of its rights in 

international waters, diplomatic negotiations with China and 
American friends and allies, and continued military 
supremacy. 

Through military and diplomatic pressure and "lawfare" 
China is trying to carve out a sphere of control in most of the 
South China Sea and parts of the East and Yellow Seas. 
Consider the following incidents: 

 In 2001, a Chinese J-8 fighter collided with an 
unarmed U.S. EP-3 surveillance aircraft over 
international waters in China's exclusive economic 
zone, forcing an emergency landing on Hainan island 
and putting at risk the lives of American servicemen 
and women. 

 In 2009, China harassed unarmed U.S. naval vessels 
in the Yellow Sea and South China Sea, including the 
USNS Impeccable. 

 Last year, China unilaterally declared a fishing ban in 
parts of the South China Sea that China doesn't own. 

 Also in 2011, a Chinese fishing boat cut the survey 
cables of a PetroVietnam ship in an area more than 
1,000 kilometers (622 miles) from China's Hainan 
island. 

 Beijing has also been asserting its territorial claims 
close to the Philippines' Palawan Province, which lies 
near the Spratlys, a potentially oil- and gas-rich chain 
of islands, disputed by China, the Philippines, 
Taiwan, Vietnam, Malaysia and Brunei. Last March, 
two Chinese vessels tried to drive away a Philippine 
oil exploration ship from Reed Bank, another area 
west of Palawan. Two Philippine air force planes 
were deployed, but the Chinese vessels had 
disappeared by the time they reached the submerged 
bank. 

This inventory of incidents reveals that China is relying 
on military pressure to accomplish its two primary goals in its 
peripheral waters: halting U.S. military activities that centuries 
of custom have deemed lawful and realizing its expansionist 
territorial claims. 

Though China has ratified UNCLOS, it has proceeded to 
undermine it. For example, its statements that the United 
States is acting illegally in conducting surveillance in China's 
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exclusive economic zone (EEZ) are inconsistent with the 
custom that maritime nations enjoy high seas rights in all but a 
coastal state's territorial waters (which extend only 12 nautical 
miles from a country's shores). The EEZ is a creation of 
UNCLOS meant to protect coastal states' rights to economic 
resources in an area up to 200 nautical miles from the coast. 
U.S. military activities in China's EEZ, such as naval exercises 
or surveillance flights, are not prejudicial to China's 
exploitation of resources there. In other words, they are 
lawful. 

The U.S. relies on customary international law as well as 
those UNCLOS provisions that are consistent with customary 
international law to guide its military activities. Specifically, 
Article 58 of UNCLOS, provides that in the EEZ "all states, 
whether coastal or land-locked, enjoy, subject to the relevant 
provisions of this convention, the freedoms...of navigation and 
overflight...and other internationally lawful uses of the sea 
related to these freedoms, such as those associated with the 
operation of ships [and] aircraft." 

China alleges that these activities constitute a use of force 
and that the U.S. is "preparing the battlefield" by conducting 
such activity. The Chinese claim that these actions undermine 
China's security. This is a mischievous interpretation of 
UNCLOS and one that's indicative of a larger challenge: this 
kind of clever lawyering pokes holes in UNCLOS. In so 
doing, China is attempting to rewrite long-established and 
accepted international law. 

Such lawyering was on display in the dispute over the 
USNS Bowditch surveying operations in the Yellow Sea in the 
early 2000s. The unarmed Bowditch was conducting 
hydrographic surveys in the Yellow Sea, including acoustic 
data tests that are useful to detect submarines. The U.S. has 
argued that naval hydrographic and oceanographic surveys 
shouldn't be considered "marine scientific research" (as such 
surveys are not for scientific purposes), an activity that coastal 
states are allowed to regulate in their EEZs under UNCLOS. 

China doesn't agree, and has won some international 
sympathy for its position. Now some in and out of China 
claim that because information collected by a foreign military 
may have economic and scientific value, UNCLOS permits 
coastal states to restrict such military surveys in their EEZs. 

The Chinese justified their claim that the Bowditch was 
conducting what UNCLOS calls "marine scientific research" 
in its EEZ by referring to UNCLOS Article 258. This 
provision states: "the deployment and use of any type of 
scientific research installations or equipment in any area of the 
marine environment shall be subject to the same conditions as 
prescribed in this Convention for the conduct of marine 
scientific research in any such area." The Bowditch deployed 
scientific equipment, the Chinese argue, and thus needed 
Chinese permission before it began its work. 

Traditionally the freedom of the high seas has included 
the use of the seas for military maneuvers or exercises, 
including the use of weapons. This freedom - including the 
freedom to operate in EEZs - was supposed to be incorporated 
into UNCLOS [AJH1]. But the language in the provisions 
pertaining to conduct of military activity in EEZs leaves far 
too much wriggle room for mischief. 

For example, China says that foreign warships must 
obtain its approval before they can do anything but pass 
through its exclusive economic zone. A Chinese Defense 

Ministry spokesman, Senior Col. Geng Yansheng, stated in 
2010: "We will, in accordance with the demands of 
international law, respect the freedom of passage of ships or 
aircraft from relevant countries which are in compliance with 
international law" (emphasis added). Chinese officials are 
trying to limit U.S. naval activity in China's EEZ's to 
"passage" from one destination to another. 

This means that the Chinese are claiming that heretofore 
lawful activities(task-force maneuvering, flight operations, 
military exercises, weapons testing and firing, surveillance and 
reconnaissance operations and other intelligence-gathering 
activities, and military marine data collection or military 
surveys)conducted in EEZs should now be treated as 
prejudicial to Chinese rights, including China's duty to protect 
the marine environment. If these interpretations gain currency, 
UNCLOS will prove prejudicial to the rights of maritime 
nations such as the United States. Law should provide clarity, 
but UNCLOS is unclear as to what military activities are 
allowed in a country's EEZ. China is cynically exploiting the 
law's vagaries to further its political goals and its desire to 
project power. 

Herein lies a major danger in U.S. ratification of 
UNCLOS. In adopting, promoting, and acting on new 
interpretations of international law, China is attempting to 
upset the status quo and establish new norms of maritime 
behavior. By signing up to UNCLOS, the United States might 
unintentionally signal approval of these errant interpretations. 

In 2009, China asserted "indisputable sovereignty over 
the islands of the South China Sea and the adjacent waters" 
and claimed to "enjoy sovereign rights and jurisdiction over 
the relevant waters as well as the seabed and subsoil thereof." 
In support of these claims, Beijing submitted to the U.N. 
Commission on the Law of the Sea a map featuring the now-
famous U-shaped line, which encompasses almost the entirety 
of the South China Sea and skirts the coasts of the Philippines, 
Malaysia, Brunei, and Vietnam. 

UNCLOS makes a distinction between islands and other 
features, such as rocks. An island is defined as "a naturally 
formed area of land, surrounded by water, which is above 
water at high tide." Islands are entitled to a 200 nautical mile 
EEZ. Other features found at sea - including rocks, reefs, 
islets, and sandbanks - were not given this entitlement: "rocks 
which cannot sustain human habitation or economic life of 
their own shall have no exclusive economic zone or 
continental shelf." China appears to be claiming a series of 
"rocks" and "reefs" - calling them islands - so that it can also 
claim the EEZ's around them. Call it creeping territorial 
expansionism. If it works, China will have established the 
legal basis for claiming most of the South China Sea as its 
territory. 

China has compelling reasons to claim control over this 
wide expanse of waters. The South China Sea is thought to be 
resource-rich. The numbers vary, but high-end Chinese 
estimates suggest that the sea contains over 200 billion barrels 
of oil and 2 quadrillion cubic feet of natural gas. The sea is 
home to rich fishing grounds as well. If Beijing were to 
succeed in establishing its claims to features throughout the 
South China Sea, the resulting EEZ would allow China - and 
China alone - to harvest those resources. 

China likewise has security interests in its extensive South 
China Sea claims. As noted above, Beijing has reinterpreted 
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international law to assert that it can deny access to its EEZ by 
foreign military vessels. Successful realization of China's 
claims is the first step toward keeping foreign military assets 
out of those waters. There are three broad reasons why it 
wishes to do so. 

Firstly, sovereignty over the South China Sea would grant 
China significant, additional strategic depth. At present, from 
China's point of view, its coastal cities - key centers of 
economic activity - are vulnerable to attack from the sea. 
Keeping foreign warships and military aircraft distant from 
China's shores would make it easier for the PLA to defend 
China's southern coastline. It would also enable China to more 
easily project power close to its neighbors' shores and thus 
threaten U.S. allies like the Philippines and friends such as 
Singapore and Indonesia. 

Second, China is highly dependent on resource imports 
from the Middle East. In 2010, 47 percent of China's oil 
imports came from the Middle East; 30 percent came from 
Africa[AJH2] . These imports pass through chokepoints that 
China doesn't control, notably the Malacca Strait, but also the 
Lombok and Sunda Straits in Indonesian waters. Chinese 
defense officials have referred to this situation as the "Malacca 
dilemma." 

Chinese sovereignty over the South China Sea would 
allow it to more easily project power into those straits and, on 
the flip side, make it more difficult for the United States to do 
so. This would make it more difficult for the United States to 
conduct operations in these vital waters against China, while 
making it easier for China to operate against the United States 
- and our allies Japan, South Korea, and Taiwan. It would also 
enable the Chinese navy to more easily project power into the 
Indian Ocean, where American and Indian vessels have long 
operated unimpeded. 

Third, Chinese control over the South China Sea would 
make it easier for the PLA Navy to project power into the 
Pacific Ocean. Such control would, in particular, make it more 
difficult for the United States to monitor Chinese submarines 
deploying from their underground base at Hainan Island. A 
Chinese Navy that can more easily sail into the Pacific is one 
that can more easily threaten U.S. assets and U.S. territories in 
the region. 

The United States clearly has an interest in seeing China 
fail to make its South China claims a reality - even if it 
somehow did so without resorting to force. The question is, 
how does the United States succeed? 

Proponents of UNCLOS ratification claim that the United 
States can't counter China's claims without ratifying UNCLOS 
itself. Yet the United States already acts in accordance with 
international law and custom, whereas China, which has 
ratified UNCLOS, uses UNCLOS to flaunt the law. 

By twisting the UNCLOS into pretzels, China is changing 
the rules of the game. The liberal order made rules to 
accommodate the rights and interests of those who decided to 
participate in it. It turns out China doesn't much like those 
rules and is attempting to overturn them - especially those 
rules that protect freedom of navigation and those that make it 
difficult for China to pursue its territorial ambitions in Asia. 
Ratifying UNCLOS isn't an effective way to combat that 
effort. These disputes are about power politics and neither 
China nor the United States will allow them to be settled in 
court - UNCLOS approved or otherwise. 

Rather, the United States must continue doing what it has 
always done. It should continue to operate naval vessels in 
international waters - including in other countries' EEZs - 
where and when it wants to do so. Operations should run the 
gamut of peaceful activities - surveillance activities, exercises, 
and so on. 

And Washington must clearly state its intention to 
continue abiding by centuries-old customary international law 
pertaining to freedom of the seas including provisions of 
UNCLOS that are consistent with those practices. In 
interactions with Chinese counterparts, American diplomats 
should repeatedly and consistently restate the American 
position - there should be no question as to where the United 
States stands. 

As it does so, the U.S. should engage China in diplomacy, 
pointing out - among other matters - that China itself conducts 
military activity in other countries' EEZs. We need rules of the 
road with China to manage competition, not wishful thinking 
about what U.N. bodies can resolve. 

It has always been practice that has determined 
international law of the oceans. China understands this, and is 
working to shift law and custom through its own practices. 
Only by continuing to act on the high seas as it always has can 
the United States hope to maintain a system of international 
rules that serves its own interests. Ratifying UNCLOS could 
very well have the opposite effect. 

Dan Blumenthal director of Asian Studies at the American 
Enterprise Institute. Michael Mazza is a Senior Research 
Associate in Foreign & Defense Policy Studies at AEI. 
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42. Being Strong 
Why Russia needs to rebuild its military. 
(FOREIGN POLICY 21 FEB 12) ... Vladimir Putin 

In a world of upheaval there is always the temptation to 
resolve one's problems at another's expense, through pressure 
and force. 

It is no surprise that some are calling for resources of 
global significance to be freed from the exclusive sovereignty 
of a single nation. This cannot happen to Russia, not even 
hypothetically. 

In other words, we should not tempt anyone by allowing 
ourselves to be weak. We will, under no circumstances, 
surrender our strategic deterrent capability. Indeed, we will 
strengthen it. 

We will not be able to strengthen our international 
position or develop our economy or our democratic 
institutions if we are unable to protect Russia. 

We see ever new regional and local wars breaking out. 
We see new areas of instability and deliberately managed 
chaos. There also are attempts to provoke such conflicts even 
close to Russia's and its allies' borders. The basic principles of 
international law are being degraded and eroded, especially in 
terms of international security. 

Under these circumstances, Russia cannot rely on 
diplomatic and economic methods alone to resolve conflicts. 
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Our country faces the task of sufficiently developing its 
military potential as part of a deterrence strategy. This is an 
indispensable condition for Russia to feel secure and for our 
partners to listen to our country's arguments. 

We have adopted and are implementing unprecedented 
programs to develop our armed forces and modernize Russia's 
defense industry. We will allocate around 23 trillion rubles for 
these purposes over the next decade. This is not a 
militarization of the Russian budget, however. 

Our goal should be to build a fully professional army. 
Servicemen must have a full package of social benefits 
adequate to their enormous social responsibility. 

It's clear there have been plenty of discussions over the 
amount and timing of this large-scale financing. The goal of 
creating modern armed forces and of comprehensively 
strengthening our defensive potential cannot be put off. 

In fact, our defense centers and enterprises have missed 
several modernization cycles in the last 30 years. Yet we have 
made great strides in reforming the army. High-readiness 
forces manned with contract soldiers have been formed in all 
strategic areas. Self-sufficient units have been created. A unit 
of this type carried out the peace enforcement operation in 
Georgia in 2008 and defended the peoples of South Ossetia 
and Abkhazia. 

Our navy has resumed its presence in strategic areas of 
the world's oceans, including the Mediterranean. 

So what does the future have in store for us? The 
probability of a global war between nuclear powers is not 
high, because that would mean the end of civilization. Nobody 
will dare launch a large-scale aggression against us. 

High-precision, long-range conventional weapons will 
become increasingly common. An important, if not decisive, 
role in determining the nature of armed conflict will be played 
by the military capability of a country to counter space or 
information-related threats, especially in cyberspace. 

We must also take resolute steps to strengthen our 
aerospace defenses. We are being pushed into action by the 
U.S. and NATO missile defense policies. A global balance of 
forces can be guaranteed either by building our own missile 

defense shield -- an expensive and to date largely ineffective 
undertaking -- or by developing the ability to overcome any 
missile defense system and protect Russia's retaliation 
potential, which is far more effective. Russia's military and 
technical response to the U.S. global missile defense system 
and its European section will be effective and asymmetrical. 

Similarly, the activities that the world's leading military 
powers have initiated around the Arctic are forcing Russia to 
secure our interests in that region. 

Some people argue that rebuilding our military-industrial 
complex will saddle the economy with a heavy burden, the 
same burden that bankrupted the Soviet Union. I am sure this 
is profoundly delusionary. 

The USSR collapsed due to the suppression of natural 
market forces in the economy and long-running disregard for 
the interests of the people. We cannot repeat the errors of the 
past. 

The huge resources invested in modernizing our military-
industrial complex and re-equipping the army must serve as 
fuel to feed the engines of modernization in our economy, 
creating real growth and a situation where government 
expenditure funds new jobs, supports market demand, and 
facilitates scientific research. 

We will be resolute in eliminating corruption from the 
defense industry and the armed forces, ensuring that 
punishment for those who fall foul of the law is inevitable. 
Corruption in the national security sector is essentially treason. 

We must rely on the very latest developments in the art of 
war. Falling behind means becoming vulnerable. It means 
putting our country and the lives of our soldiers and officers at 
risk. 

The objective is to strengthen, not weaken, our national 
economy and create an army and military industry that will 
secure Russia's sovereignty, the respect of our partners, and 
lasting peace. 

Vladimir Putin is prime minister of Russia and served as 
president from 2000 to 2008. A longer version of this article 
appeared in the Russian newspaper Rossiiskaya Gazeta. 
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43. Explain Fee Hikes 
(NAVY TIMES 27 FEB 12) ... Editorial 

After finally cracking the door on Tricare fee increases, 
the Pentagon wants to blow the door apart. The president’s 
proposed 2013 defense budget calls for five years of increases 
in: 

 Tricare Prime. Enrollment fee hikes of 63 percent to 
275 percent for retirees under 65. 

 Tricare Standard. A new enrollment fee and a 73 
percent increase in annual deductibles. 

 Tricare for Life. New fees for retirees 65 or older. 

 Prescription drug coverage. 

Co-pays would more than triple for all military 
beneficiaries — including active-duty family members — 
when they don’t use military pharmacies. 

The plan would create a three-tiered fee structure based 
on annual military retired pay. 

Those receiving $22,589 or less would pay the lowest 
fees; those from $22,590 to $45,178 would pay more; and 
those at $45,179 or more would pay the most. 

The tiered concept makes sense. But the fee hikes 
themselves seem random — they don’t rise at a steady rate, 
either annually or in comparison with one another, and 
publicly released budget documents offer no explanation. 

For example, Tricare Prime enrollment fees in the top 
income bracket would rise each year through 2016 by $300, 
$300, $415 and $415. The rates for the middle bracket would 
rise by $200, $200, $265 and $265. 

Co-pays for brand-name drugs would more than double 
next year to $26, but then would rise by $2 a year for four 
years. 

Military leaders have made clear that rising health care 
costs must be brought under control. 

But before anyone buys into this plan, the Pentagon must 
explain fully and clearly how it arrived at these numbers and 



 37

how these changes will affect the long-term cost, availability 
and use of military health care. 

Without those details, this plan should be dead on arrival. 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Navy Secretary To Host USS Indiana Naming Ceremony 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 21 JUN 12) ... Defense Media Activity - Navy 

WASHINGTON -- Secretary of the Navy Ray Mabus will host a ship naming ceremony in honor of USS Indiana, June 22, at 10 
a.m. CDT at the Indianapolis War Memorial, Indianapolis, Ind. 

 
2. Navy Secretary To Host USS Illinois Naming Ceremony 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 21 JUN 12) ... Defense Media Activity - Navy 

WASHINGTON -- Secretary of the Navy Ray Mabus will host a ship naming ceremony in honor of USS Illinois, June 22, at 2 
p.m. CDT at the Navy Pier, 600 East Grand Avenue, Chicago, Ill. 

 
3. Navy Secretary In Nebraska For USS Omaha 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 21 JUN 12) 

Navy Secretary Ray Mabus will be in Nebraska next week for a naming ceremony for the USS Omaha. 
 

4. The Long Forgotten War 
(VOICE OF AMERICA 21 JUN 12) ... Ted Landphair 

We call the Korean War of 1950-53 “The Forgotten War,” because most Americans were busy buying homes and cars and 
refrigerators and trying to forget World War II, which had ended a few years earlier. 

 
5. First Coast Guard Ship Testing Biofuel 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 21 JUN 12) ... Doug Esser 

SEATTLE — The buoy tender Henry Blake made its rounds of navigation aids on Puget Sound Thursday powered with fuel 
partly made from algae. 

 

CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
6. RIMPAC 
(KHON FOX HONOLULU 21 JUN 12) 

WakeUp2Day is joined by Lt. Cmdr. Shannon Chong, foreign ship liaison officer. 
 

7. USS New Orleans And USS Pearl Harbor Back In San Diego 
2200 Marines and Sailors return home to Camp Pendleton 
(SAN DIEGO CITY NEWS SERVICE 21 JUN 12) 

CAMP PENDLETON - More than 2,200 Marines and Sailors from the 11th Marine Expeditionary Unit returned to Camp 
Pendleton early Thursday from a seven-month deployment, base officials said. 

 
8. U.S., Japan Begin Naval Drills Near China 
(FINANCIAL TIMES (UK) 22 JUN 12) ... Mure Dickie, Song Jung-a and Kathrin Hille 

The U.S., Japan and South Korea began joint naval exercises in waters near China and the Korean Peninsula on Thursday, 
underscoring efforts to tighten military co-operation between the three nations. 

 
9. U.S. Sending Floating Naval Base Through The Suez Canal 
(CNN 21 JUN 12) ... Barbara Starr 

A U.S. warship designed as a floating base for naval special forces is scheduled to transit through the Suez Canal for the first time 
as early as Friday, Navy officials say. 
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10. Around The Clock Construction Provides Critical MEDEVAC Link In Farah Province 
 (NMCB 11 BLOG 22 JUN 12) ... Chief Equipment Operator Matthew P. Dooley 

“The difficult we do at once; the impossible takes just a little bit longer.” This is exactly the type of ‘can-do’ spirit exemplified by 
the Seabees of Naval Mobile Construction Battalion (NMCB) 11, Det Lavaredo. 

 
11. USS Normandy Anchors In Sweden 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 21 JUN 12) ... Ensign Alana M. Abernethy, USS Normandy Public Affairs 

KARLSKRONA, Sweden -- Guided-missile cruiser USS Normandy (CG 60) anchored outside of Karlskrona, Sweden, for a 
scheduled port visit, June 20. 

 
12. USS Harry S. Truman Readies for Cyber Security Inspection 
(MARINE LINK 21 JUN 12) 

SPAWAR supports aircraft carrier 'USS Harry S. Truman' in preparation for cyber security inspection 
 

GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
13. Vietnam Law On Contested Islands Draws China’s Ire 
(NEW YORK TIMES 22 JUN 12) ... Jane Perlez 

BEIJING — In a show of its resolve in a dispute over the South China Sea, China sharply criticized Vietnam on Thursday for 
passing a law that claims sovereignty over the Paracel and Spratly Islands, saying they are the “indisputable” territory of China. 

 
14. Syrian Pilot Granted Asylum In Jordan 
(NEW YORK TIMES 22 JUN 12) ... Rick Gladstone and Alan Cowell 

Syria’s government was jolted Thursday by the first defection from its elite air force in the 16-month-old uprising, when a colonel 
commandeered a Soviet-era MIG warplane and flew to neighboring Jordan, where he sought and received political asylum. 

 
15. Iran To Build More Ships, Boost Naval Presence 
(REUTERS 21 JUN 12) ... Isabel Coles 

DUBAI -- The Iranian navy has announced plans to build more warships and increase its presence in international waters at a time 
of growing tension in the Middle East over Tehran's nuclear programme. 

 
16. Somali Piracy Death Toll Rises As Violence Worsens 
(REUTERS 22 JUN 12) ... Peter Apps 

LONDON -- Somali pirates seizing Indian Ocean ships were responsible for at least 35 hostage deaths in 2011, a report showed 
on Friday, with levels of violence rising. 

 
17. Bulgarian Navy Hosts Breeze 2012 Naval Drills in Black Sea 
(SOFIA NEWS AGENCY (BULGARIA) 21 JUN 12) 

The Bulgarian Navy will host the Breeze 2012 naval drills in the Western Black Sea, the Defense Ministry announced Thursday. 
 

PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
18. Pentagon Recommends Tiered System For Combat Pay 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 21 JUN 12) ... Lolita C. Baldor 

WASHINGTON —A Pentagon review recommends ridding the combat pay system of inequities that have allowed officers 
thousands of miles from battle to get better benefits proportionally than troops on the front lines in Afghanistan. 

 
19. Blueprint For Modernizing Military Pay Delivered 
(MILITARY UPDATE 21 JUN 12) ... Tom Philpott 

If endorsed by the White House and enacted by Congress, a new blueprint for modernizing military compensation after 11 years 
of war would reshape many traditional service pays to strive for more efficiency. 

 
20. New Protections For Troops With PCS Moves 
(STARS AND STRIPES 21 JUN 12) ... Leo Shane III 

WASHINGTON — Officials from the Consumer Financial Protection Bureau on Thursday offered new guidance designed to 
provide better education and notification for troops facing housing struggles related to permanent change of station moves, calling it 
an important step toward protecting those who serve. 
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21. Vets Groups Split On Re-Employment Rights Bill 
(NAVY TIMES 21 JUN 12) ... Rick Maze 

A House bill that would expand re-employment rights for veterans has divided the nation’s two largest veterans’ organizations. 
 

22. Reforms Improve DOD’s Security Clearance Process, Official Says 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 21 JUN 12) ... Donna Miles 

WASHINGTON – Reforms in the personnel security clearance process have improved the speed and efficiency of background 
investigations and adjudications with a direct, positive impact on the Defense Department’s ability to carry out its mission, a senior 
defense official told Congress today. 

 
23. MCPON Visits Naval Supply Systems Command 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 21 JUN 12) ... Naval Supply Systems Command 

MECHANICSBURG, Pa. -- Master Chief Petty Officer of the Navy (MCPON) visited Naval Supply Systems Command 
(NAVSUP) June 19. 

 
24. Navy Ombudsman at Large Visits NSA Naples Community 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 21 JUN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Caitlin Conroy, Navy Public Affairs Support 
Element-East Detachment Europe 

NAPLES, Italy -- The Navy's ombudsman at large visited Naval Support Activity (NSA) Naples as part of a military installation 
tour in an effort to connect with military spouses and their families, June 20. 

 
25. Navy Training Honors 2011 Top Instructors 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 21 JUN 12) ... Steve Vanderwerff, Naval Education and Training Command Public Affairs 

WASHINGTON -- Naval Education and Training Command (NETC) announced its 2011 Military Instructors of the Year (IOY) 
during a ceremony June 21 at the Navy Memorial. 

 
26. Nurse Corps Officer Recognized With Junior Nurse Corps Excellence Award 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 21 JUN 12) ... Douglas H Stutz, Naval Hospital Bremerton Public Affairs 

BREMERTON, Wash. -- A newly promoted Navy Nurse Corps lieutenant added to his career development by also being 
recognized with the inaugural command Junior Nurse Corps Excellence Award June 21. 

 
27. Gays In The Military Called Settled Issue 
McKeon: Romney as president won't change policy 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 21 JUN 12) ... Donna Cassata 

WASHINGTON — The Republican chairman of the House Armed Services Committee said Thursday that allowing gays to serve 
openly in the military is a settled issue that he won't try to reverse even if Mitt Romney wins the presidency in November and the GOP 
captures the Senate. 

 
28. Pearl Harbor Survivor Laid To Rest At USS Utah Memorial 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 21 JUN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Tiarra Fulgham, Navy Public Affairs Support 
Element West, Det. Hawaii 

PEARL HARBOR, Hawaii -- A special ceremony was held at the USS Utah Memorial on Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam in 
memory of a World War II veteran and Pearl Harbor survivor. 

 
29. Peralta's Medal Of Honor Case At DOD, Again 
Posthumous nomination for San Diego Marine on Panetta's desk 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 21 JUN 12) ... Jeanette Steele 

The case for a posthumous Medal of Honor for a San Diego Marine killed in Fallujah, Iraq, in 2004 has landed on the desk of the 
U.S. Defense Secretary Leon Panetta. 

 

FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
30. Congress To Defense Industry: We Can't Save You 
(NATIONAL DEFENSE 21 JUN 12) ... Sandra Erwin 

Defense hawks on Capitol Hill have tried for months to pressure congressional leaders to call off the dreaded deficit-reduction 
law that mandates automatic budget cuts of $1.2 trillion — half for defense — over the next decade. Pro-defense Republicans on the 
House Armed Services Committee held hearings, hosted town hall meetings and posted videos on YouTube. 
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31. Efficiency Savings Tend To Fall Short Of Goal: Analysts 
(DEFENSE NEWS 21 JUN 12) ... Marcus Weisgerber 

The Pentagon should not count on achieving the $238 billion in planned savings over the next five years from initiatives to 
operate more efficiently, two Washington defense analysts said. 

 
32. McKeon Admits Law That May Trigger Sequester Was a Mistake 
(NATIONAL DEFENSE 21 JUN 12) ... Dan Parsons 

The Budget Control Act, which may result in massive defense spending cuts come January, was a mistake, House Armed 
Services Committee Chairman Rep. Buck McKeon. R-Calif., said June 21. 

 
33. McCain Opens Door To Revenue Increases To Avoid Sequestration 
(FEDERAL NEWS RADIO 22 JUN 12) ... Jared Serbu 

Sen. John McCain (R-Ariz.), the ranking member on the Armed Services Committee, said Thursday that revenue increases should 
be on the table for Congress if it means avoiding the automatic cuts to Defense and domestic spending that are set to be triggered at 
the end of this year, a possible signal toward a compromise between members of the two parties, most of whom agree that 
sequestration would have severe consequences for the military and the broader economy. 

 
34. Study Says Pentagon Budget Cuts Would Destroy 1 Million Jobs 
(WASHINGTON POST 22 JUN 12) ... Lori Montgomery 

Across-the-board budget cuts set to hit the Pentagon in January would destroy nearly 1 million jobs by 2014, with Virginia, 
California and Texas absorbing the biggest hits, according to an analysis released Thursday by the National Association of 
Manufacturers. 

 
35. U.S. Expects Record $60 Billion In Arms Sales In 2012 
(REUTERS 21 JUN 12) ... Jim Wolf 

WASHINGTON -- U.S. arms exports are headed for a record $60 billion this year, but in coming years will probably return to the 
recent norm of about half that sum, a senior Pentagon official said Thursday. 

 
36. Cloud Formation Discovery Expected To Impact Future Military Operations 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 21 JUN 12) ... John J. Joyce, Naval Surface Warfare Dahlgren Division 

DAHLGREN, Va. -- A newly discovered radar capability to detect individual cloud hydrometeors in the free atmosphere can 
impact future performance of combat systems and military decision making, Navy scientists announced June 21. 

 
37. Drone Dogfights By 2015? U.S. Navy Preps For Futuristic Combat 
Researchers at the Naval Postgraduate School are trying to figure out how to develop a system that pits two 
huge teams of autonomous drones against each other. 
(CNET 21 JUN 12) ... Daniel Terdiman 

MONTEREY, Calif.--Imagine an aerial dogfight of epic proportions: Fifty aircraft on a side, each prowling the sky for advantage 
over dozens of adversaries. 

 

BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
38. First Blue Angel Set To Roar Into City On Tuesday 
(PORTSMOUTH (NH) HERALD 22 JUN 12) ... Charles McMahon 

PORTSMOUTH — Aviation enthusiasts should expect some activity in the skies overhead Tuesday, June 26, as the early arrival 
of the U.S. Navy Blue Angels is sure to make some noise over the Seacoast. 

 
39. Former Navy Base In Transformation To Renewable Energy Hub 
(BANGOR (ME) DAILY NEWS 21 JUN 12) ... Christopher Cousins 

BRUNSWICK, Maine — The former Brunswick Naval Air Station could become a center for the research and development of 
green energy solutions that benefit tenants at the former base with lower electricity costs if plans that have been in the works for 
several years move forward. 

 
40. Liberty Mutual To Sponsor Free Public School Field Trips To USS Constitution Museum 
(BOSTON GLOBE 21 JUN 12) 

Boston-based Liberty Mutual Insurance will sponsor all public school visits to the USS Constitution Museum from Sept. 2012 to 
June 2015, thus allowing for free field trips for students of all ages, in and outside of Massachusetts, the museum said. 
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41. Pentagon To Update Japan On Probes Into Osprey Crashes 
(KYODO NEWS 21 JUN 12) 

WASHINGTON -- The U.S. Defense Department said Thursday it will update Japanese officials Friday on the progress on its 
probes into two crashes involving Osprey transport aircraft. 

 

NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
42. The Enduring Allure Of Tall Ships 
(CNN 21 JUN 12) ... Stina Backer 

They were the transport of choice for explorers and pirates alike, but tall ships are today far from ancient relics of a bygone era. 
 

43. Trained By SEALs 
(TIME 02 JUL 12) ... Sean Gregory 

When a Navy SEAL tells you to get wet, you'd better soak yourself real good. 
 

44. Preventing Military Suicides Focus Of Panel 
(WASHINGTON POST 22 JUN 12) ... Steve Vogel 

Army Capt. Ian Morrison returned from a deployment to Iraq in December happy, positive and with dreams of starting a family, 
according to his wife. 

 
45. Crackdown On Abuse Of Military Borrowers 
Regulators issue guidelines for mortgage lenders 
(WASHINGTON POST 22 JUN 12) ... Ylan Q. Mui 

Federal financial regulators on Thursday moved to tighten oversight of how mortgage companies handle loans for 
servicemembers who are underwater and forced to transfer to new bases. 

 
46. Pentagon Expansion Of Acquisition Staff Hurt By Funding Uncertainties 
(GOVERNMENT EXECUTIVE 21 JUN 12) ... Charles S. Clark 

The Defense Department's ongoing effort to expand and better train its ranks of acquisition employees has been hindered by shifts 
in funding and the absence of an overarching strategy, auditors said in a report released Thursday. 

 
47. Threats From Cyber to Terror Supplant Cold War’s Dangers 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 22 JUN 12) ... David Lerman 

The U.S. is searching for ways to deter, defend against and respond to ever-increasing cyber attacks and more diverse terrorist 
threats, even as it tries to cut spending and finance weapons conceived during the Cold War. 

 
48. Navy Draws Up Battle Plans Against Swarm Of Space Junk 
(TPM IDEA LAB 21 JUN 12) ... Carl Franzen 

Houston is all too aware of this problem: The area of space just outside of Earth is growing dangerously crowded with space junk, 
debris leftover from 50 years-worth of humanity’s spacefaring activities and from tiny meteorites. 

 
49. USS Long Beach To Be Scrapped And Sold For Parts 
(LONG BEACH (CA) PRESS-TELEGRAM 21 JUN 12) ... Greg Mellen 

In its heyday, the USS Long Beach was at the head of the technological curve. 
 

50. Review: 'The Invisible War' A Heartbreaking Look At Military Rape 
The documentary directed by Kirby Dick and produced by Amy Ziering includes affecting interviews with 
victims. 
(LOS ANGELES TIMES 22 JUN 12) ... Kenneth Turan 

The statistics brandished by the documentary" The Invisible War" are scandalous, but what makes this savage indictment of the 
epidemic of rape in the U.S. military so unforgettable are not numbers but the devastating personal stories of the victims of brutal 
sexual assault. 
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OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
51. Help For Military Homeowners 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 22 JUN 12) ... Holly Petraeus 

In my role at the Consumer Financial Protection Bureau, I have talked to military families across the United States, including 
those at Joint Expeditionary Base Little Creek in Virginia Beach. The No. 1 topic they've raised with me is the decline in home values 
and the frightening prospect that - if their home is underwater - a Permanent Change of Station, or PCS, move will ruin their finances 
and put their security clearance at risk. 

 
52. Video Games Won’t Teach You About Soldiers 
Rethinking your assumptions about war and peace. 
(PHILADELPHIA MAGAZINE 21 JUN 12) ... Beth Capriotti 

Last week, I attended the Current Strategy Forum hosted by the Naval War College, in Newport, Rhode Island. The War College 
was founded in 1884 to educate the future leaders of the armed forces of the United States and our allies in the national security arena. 
The Naval Academy, located in Annapolis, concentrates on basic entry-level professional formation. The Naval War College steps in 
as, essentially, the Naval graduate school. 

 
53. Heed Sentiment On Osprey 
(JAPAN TIMES 22 JUN 12) 

The government is trying to persuade local governments concerned in Okinawa and Honshu to accept a U.S. plan to station 24 
MV-22 Osprey tilt-rotor aircraft at U.S. Marine Corps Air Station Futenma in Ginowan, Okinawa Prefecture, to replace the same 
number of CH-46 Sea Knight helicopters stationed there. 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Navy Secretary To Host USS Indiana Naming Ceremony 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 21 JUN 12) ... Defense Media Activity - Navy 

WASHINGTON -- Secretary of the Navy Ray Mabus will 
host a ship naming ceremony in honor of USS Indiana, June 
22, at 10 a.m. CDT at the Indianapolis War Memorial, 
Indianapolis, Ind. 

Indiana, a Virginia-class submarine designated SSN 789, 
is the third ship to be named for the state. The previous ship of 
the name, a battleship (BB 58), earned nine battle stars for 
World War II service that included downing several enemy 
aircraft during the Battle of the Philippine Sea (June 19-20, 
1944). Indiana is home to the Naval Surface Warfare Center 
Crane Division, the Navy's premier engineering, acquisition 
and sustainment organization which supports the nation's 
maritime warriors. 

This next-generation attack submarine will provide the 
Navy with the capabilities required to maintain the nation's 
undersea supremacy well into the 21st century. Virginia-class 
submarines will have enhanced stealth, sophisticated 
surveillance capabilities, and special warfare enhancements 

that will enable them to meet the Navy's multi-mission 
requirements. 

The future USS Indiana will have the capability to attack 
targets ashore with highly accurate Tomahawk cruise missiles 
and conduct covert long-term surveillance of land area, littoral 
waters or other sea-based forces. Other missions include anti-
submarine and anti-ship warfare; mine delivery and minefield 
mapping. It is also designed for special forces delivery and 
support. 

SSN 789 will be built at Huntington Ingalls Industries-
Newport News Shipbuilding in Newport News, Va., will be 
7,800-tons and 377 feet in length, have a beam of 34 feet and 
operate at more than 25 knots submerged. It is designed with a 
reactor plant that will not require refueling during the planned 
life of the ship, reducing lifecycle costs while increasing 
underway time. 

Virginia-class submarines are built under a unique 
teaming arrangement between General Dynamics Electric 
Boat and Huntington Ingalls Industries-Newport News. 

Return to Index 
 

2. Navy Secretary To Host USS Illinois Naming Ceremony 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 21 JUN 12) ... Defense Media Activity - Navy 

WASHINGTON -- Secretary of the Navy Ray Mabus will 
host a ship naming ceremony in honor of USS Illinois, June 
22, at 2 p.m. CDT at the Navy Pier, 600 East Grand Avenue, 
Chicago, Ill. 

Illinois, a Virginia-class submarine designated SSN 786, 
is the second Navy vessel to bear the "Prairie State's" name. 
The previous Illinois, a battleship (BB 7), circumnavigated the 
globe as part of the Great White Fleet (1908-1909). Illinois is 
home to the Navy's one and only Recruit Training Command 
in Great Lakes where every enlisted Sailor begins his or her 
service. 

This next-generation attack submarine will provide the 
Navy with the capabilities required to maintain the nation's 
undersea supremacy well into the 21st century. Virginia-class 
submarines will have enhanced stealth, sophisticated 
surveillance capabilities, and special warfare enhancements 
that will enable them to meet the Navy's multi-mission 
requirements. 

The future USS Illinois will have the capability to attack 
targets ashore with highly accurate Tomahawk cruise missiles 
and conduct covert long-term surveillance of land area, littoral 
waters or other sea-based forces. Other missions include anti-
submarine and anti-ship warfare; mine delivery and minefield 
mapping. It is also designed for special forces delivery and 
support. 

SSN 786 will be built at Electric Boat in Groton, Conn, 
will be 7,800-tons and 377 feet in length, have a beam of 34 
feet, and operate at more than 25 knots submerged. It is 
designed with a reactor plant that will not require refueling 
during the planned life of the ship, reducing lifecycle costs 
while increasing underway time. Virginia-class submarines are 
built under a unique teaming arrangement between General 
Dynamics Electric Boat and Huntington Ingalls Industries-
Newport News. 

Return to Index 
 

3. Navy Secretary In Nebraska For USS Omaha 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 21 JUN 12) 

Navy Secretary Ray Mabus will be in Nebraska next 
week for a naming ceremony for the USS Omaha. 

The Navy announced plans in February for five new 
ships. The USS Omaha is a littoral combat ship, which can 
operate in shallow and deep water. 

The city says Mabus will be in Omaha for the naming 
ceremony on Monday at Louis and Clark Landing. 

The future USS Omaha is the fourth Navy vessel to bear 
the name. It's being built in Mobile, Ala., 

Return to Index 
 

4. The Long Forgotten War 
(VOICE OF AMERICA 21 JUN 12) ... Ted Landphair 

We call the Korean War of 1950-53 “The Forgotten 
War,” because most Americans were busy buying homes and 

cars and refrigerators and trying to forget World War II, which 
had ended a few years earlier. 
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But much longer forgotten is a war whose 200th 
anniversary we’re marking this week. Not very rousingly, 
either, except in a few places such as Baltimore, Maryland, for 
reasons you’ll soon understand. 

The conflict with Britain was the War of 1812, a classic 
misnomer, since it lasted well into 1815. 

If it weren’t for three or four events from that war that 
show up in history textbooks, we might ignore it entirely. 

There are precious few War of 1812 battlefields and 
cemeteries to explore, compared to those from the U.S. Civil 
War of the 1860s. But there’s a fort in Baltimore that I’ve 
visited that’s central to the story of that conflict. It and the 
waters of the Chesapeake Bay beyond its ramparts — 
remember that word; I’ll come back to it — are the nexus of a 
week of War of 1812 commemorations. Not celebrations, 
certainly, since most people wouldn’t know what would be 
worth celebrating about a war so long-ago and so obscure. 

Of course, at least 618,000 Americans, from the North 
and South, died in the Civil War. At most, 18,000 Americans 
perished in the War of 1812 — four-fifths of them from 
disease. 

Yet that conflict was as responsible for the existence of a 
United States of America as was the Revolutionary War that 
wrenched our freedom from Britain 35 or so years earlier. 

That’s why, if you look hard enough in the reference 
books, some people consider the War of 1812 our SECOND 
war of independence. 

Pull up a chair, cancel your application to a war college, 
and I’ll tell you about some subplots and tangents that made 
this war more interesting than you might think. 

It’s a very big deal to our northern neighbors in Canada, 
for instance, where many ceremonies are on tap throughout 
the remainder of the year. That’s because Americans invaded 
Canadian — then British — territory over and over again 
during the conflict in ways that left no doubt we were bent on 
annexation. We probably WOULD have stayed if we’d won 
many battles there. We didn’t. 

In Britain, the War of 1812 is a footnote, a sidebar to the 
larger war it was fighting at the time with the French Empire 
— which included parts of the old Holy Roman Empire as far 
away as Portugal. It was only when Emperor Napoleon 
abdicated the French throne in 1814, following his army’s 
bitter retreat from a disastrous foray into Russia, that the 
British could turn their attention to smiting the upstart 
Americans. 

Britannia ruled the waves at the time, and its armies had 
performed well against the French, so Britain fully anticipated 
quick victories that would restore Britain’s errant former 
colonies to the empire. 

It was the United States that had actually declared war, 
however, on June 18, 1812, over what it considered outrages 
to its hard-won sovereignty. 

Britain had imposed harsh trade restrictions on the young 
nation, mostly to keep it from supplying the enemy French. 
That was galling enough, but the tipping point that led to war 
was the Brits’ impressing of American merchant sailors, 
especially those who had been British-born, into the Royal 
Navy. British warships simply swooped in and plucked able-
bodied crewmen off American ships. 

And the British were even busier meddling on the 
American mainland. They supplied weapons to Indian tribes in 

the Northwest Territory around the Great Lakes, just beyond 
the 15 existing coastal states. 

Their hope was that an independent Indian confederation 
might blunt American migration into lands that the British 
hoped would be ripe for their own expansion out of Canada. 

This, in turn, emboldened Americans to sally forth into 
lightly populated British Canada with expansionist designs of 
our own. 

U.S. President James Madison sent a message to Congress 
on June 1, 1812, listing the nation’s grievances against Britain. 
He did not ask for a declaration of war, but in the closest such 
vote in American history, 59 percent of senators voting and 61 
percent of voting House of Representatives members gave it to 
him. 

Here’s one of the interesting tangents I promised: 
Seven days earlier in London, an assassin — not a 

Frenchman but a Briton with a grievance against the Crown — 
had killed Prime Minister Spencer Perceval. His successor, 
Robert Jenkinson, Lord Liverpool, favored rapprochement 
with the Americans, but it took three weeks for word of this to 
cross the Atlantic. 

By that time, the war was already on. 
Things did not go well at all for the Americans at first. 

After being repulsed in an attempted invasion of what is now 
Ontario, Canada, a motley American militia lost its own 
strategic outpost of Detroit on Lake Erie as well. Then the 
British crushed a second foray into Canada, this time north of 
Niagara Falls above Lake Ontario. 

And Indian forces, which had set aside tribal differences 
to align with the British, overwhelmed a number of poorly 
trained and equipped U.S. forces in the deep woods of the 
American interior. 

After awhile, too, the mighty British Navy, freed from 
chasing the French about, arrived and set about blockading 
most of America’s Atlantic coastline. Its commanders exacted 
tribute from coastal cities in return for not leveling them. 

And one spectacular British success in particular, in 
August 1814, would make history: 

Enraged that American expeditionary forces had sacked 
parliament buildings in York — now Toronto — the 
provincial capital of “Upper Canada” in 1813, the British were 
determined to “deter the enemy from a repetition of such 
outrages” by attacking the American capital itself. 

A force of 2,500 soldiers, transported from Bermuda 
aboard British frigates and sloops, landed south of 
Washington, dispensed with a ragtag American militia at 
Bladensburg, Maryland, and marched triumphantly into town. 

President Madison, his cabinet, family, and slaves fled, 
taking with them a few valuables and a giant portrait of the 
first president, George Washington, which First Lady Dolley 
Madison had cut from its frame. 

The British torched the Senate and House wings of the 
U.S. Capitol — the familiar central portion and dome had not 
yet been constructed — in the process incinerating all the 
books of the Library of Congress, which was then located 
there. The Redcoats then headed up Pennsylvania Avenue and 
likewise set the Treasury Building ablaze. Before burning the 
White House, their commanders drank the wine, ate the food, 
and made off with the silverware. 

The burning of Washington had symbolic meaning, but 
the city was of little strategic importance. So the British got 
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back on their ships and sailed up the Chesapeake Bay toward 
Baltimore, then the nation’s third-largest city, with 
Philadelphia and New York in mind for unwelcome visits 
soon thereafter. 

But Baltimore Harbor would prove to be the zenith of 
Britain’s attempt to, as a Smithsonian Magazine story [1] put 
it, “reduce Americans to obedient colonists once more.” 

British soldiers were attacked immediately upon 
debarking, during which a sniper killed their commanding 
general. Still, British warships, which had timed their arrival 
to nicely coincide with that of the army, began a merciless, 25-
hour bombardment of Fort McHenry, protecting Baltimore. 
With lights extinguished throughout the city, only the 
exploding shells illuminated the fort at night. 

Watching it all was Francis Scott Key, a Washington 
lawyer who was in town to negotiate the release of a prisoner 
held on a British warship. Detained on that ship during the 
shelling, he wrote a poem expressing his elation to see that the 
fort survived. What he first called “The Defense of Fort 
McHenry,” soon became universally known as “The Star-
Spangled Banner.” 

The word “ramparts,” which I asked you to remember, 
shows up in Key’s poem: 

The bombs burst in midair “o’er the ramparts we 
watch’d,” he wrote, and a miraculous visage of “broad stripes 
and bright stars” of the U.S. flag appeared at dawn, still 
“gallantly streaming” over Fort McHenry. More than a century 
later, in 1931, the U.S. Congress chose Key’s patriotic verses, 
sung to the melody of an old English drinking song, as the 
nation’s anthem. 

It’s uncertain, these many years later, where the British 
Navy went after it withdrew in disappointment from 
Baltimore. It never attacked another U.S. city in force. 

Perhaps it was because things were going poorly for the 
erstwhile invaders elsewhere. 

Commanders of outmanned American fleets — 
Commodore Oliver Hazard Perry most conspicuously — had 
already seized control of the Great Lakes. Just 28 years old at 
the outset of a raging battle for control of Lake Erie, Perry 
began the confrontation with the vow, “If victory is to be 
gained, I will gain it,” and ended it with an even more 
enduring proclamation: 

“We have met the enemy, and they are ours.” His triumph 
marked the first time in history that a British naval squadron 
had surrendered and lost every ship to capture. 

Elsewhere, two future presidents helped save the day for 
the Americans. 

William Henry Harrison, the governor of Indiana 
Territory, commanded U.S. forces in the Northwest Territory. 

His fiercest opponents were not the British but Shawnee 
Indian forces under the brothers Tenskwatawa — known as 
“the Prophet” — and Tecumseh. Already a hero called “Old 
Tippecanoe” for the river on which his men routed attacking 
Indians at the outset of the war, Harrison led the Americans to 
victory at the Battle of Thames in Upper Canada. In it, 
Tecumseh, fighting alongside the British, was killed. 
Tenskwatawa escaped and survived the war. He would help 
relocate the defeated Shawnees to reservations near what is 
now Kansas City, Missouri. 

The coup de grace for the British was delivered by “Old 
Hickory,” Andrew Jackson. Seems like a lot of our military 
heroes are “Old” something-or-other, no matter their age. 
Jackson was a backwoods lawyer from Tennessee who led a 
motley coalition of Army troops, fellow frontiersmen, Native 
American allies, and rascally pirates — including Jean Lafitte, 
whom you may have heard of. Near the port city of New 
Orleans on the Mississippi River in Louisiana, they 
confronted, and defeated, the largest and most determined 
British force of the war. 

This victory enhanced Jackson’s already-formidable 
reputation as a fighter. He rode his fame as “the Hero of New 
Orleans” into politics and the U.S. presidency. 

Unbeknownst to Jackson and the others on the bloody 
battlefield, a peace treaty, ending the war, had been drafted in 
Ghent, Belgium. It would be signed shortly after the British 
surrendered in New Orleans. 

There had been one other notable American 
achievement— 2½ years earlier at sea — when incessant 
cannon fire from the U.S. frigate Constitution battered the 
British vessel Guerriere into submission off New York City. 

Constitution, in turn, withstood enemy fire so well and 
miraculously that she entered seafaring lore as “Old 
Ironsides.” This and other surprising American victories at sea 
lifted the U.S. Navy into the top echelon of the world’s 
fighting forces. 

So the British, who’d hoped to repossess their former 
American colonies, left empty-handed. The British Navy 
thereafter kept its hands off U.S. ships and sailors. Indian 
tribes’ hopes of independence — perhaps even some official 
nationhood — were dashed. 

And the independence of the United States of America, 
declared more than a generation earlier, was assured. 

In that sense at least, the famed historian Richard 
Hofstadter is selling the War of 1812 short when he calls it “a 
ludicrous and unnecessary war.” 

Listen To Audio (RT: 16:05) 

Return to Index 
 

5. First Coast Guard Ship Testing Biofuel 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 21 JUN 12) ... Doug Esser 

SEATTLE — The buoy tender Henry Blake made its 
rounds of navigation aids on Puget Sound Thursday powered 
with fuel partly made from algae. 

It fueled up Wednesday at its home port in Everett with a 
50-50 blend of diesel and algae oil as the Coast Guard’s first 
ship to test biofuel, officials said. 

The Coast Guard is partnering in the research with the 
Navy, which plans to demonstrate its “Great Green Fleet” with 

the Nimitz strike group during the Rim of the Pacific, or 
RIMPAC, international military exercise beginning June 29 
around the Hawaiian Islands. 

The 175-foot Henry Blake is a good test vessel for the 
fuel as its engines rev up to speed from buoy to buoy then idle 
during maintenance, said Sam Alvord, energy reliability 
section chief with the Coast Guard’s Office of Energy 
Management in Washington, D.C. 
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“We know these fuels are coming,” he said Thursday. 
“When these are available through the Defense Logistics 
Agency, we’ll be a consumer of them.” 

The Coast Guard test is a full evaluation that will last 
through the summer, not a brief, isolated batch run. 

“What’s unique about the Henry Blake is to fully load the 
cutter and run it,” he said. “This is the first time the whole ship 
system has been analyzed.” 

Every tank on the cutter was filled with the blend. In 
addition to the main engine propulsion, biofuel is being used 
for emergency equipment, backup pumps and a small launch 
— “everything that runs diesel on this ship is running this 
fuel.” 

In the first day of the Henry Blake’s green voyage there 
were no problems, Alvord said. The tender, with a crew of 28, 
maintains more than 200 buoys on shore-based navigation aids 
in Washington. 

The Navy provided the fuel to the Coast Guard as a 
partner in the research 

“They get data and we get data on another diesel engine,” 
said Richard Leung, fuel engineering manager with Naval Sea 
Systems Command in Washington, D.C. 

Another Everett-based ship, the aircraft carrier Nimitz, 
will play a role in biofuel testing during the RIMPAC 2012, 
which runs to Aug. 3. It won’t burn biofuel itself, but its 
aircraft will burn a blend of aviation fuel and biofuel made 
from the camelina plant, Leung said. 

Three of the ships in the Nimitz strike group — the 
guided-missile cruiser Princeton from San Diego and two 
destroyers from Pearl Harbor, the Chung-Hoon and Chaffee 
— will burn the blend of diesel and biofuel made from algae, 
Leung said. 

About 900,000 gallons of biofuels and traditional 
petroleum-based fuels were loaded on the Military Sea 
Command oiler Henry J. Kaiser on June 13 at the Defense 
Fuel Support Point, at Manchester, near Bremerton. It will 
deliver the fuel to the Great Green Fleet demonstration, the 
Navy said. 

RIMPAC will involve a total of 42 ships, six submarines 
and more than 200 aircraft from 22 nations. Moviegoers will 
know RIMPAC from the movie “Battleship.” 

Return to Index 
 
 

CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
6. RIMPAC 
(KHON FOX HONOLULU 21 JUN 12) 

WakeUp2Day is joined by Lt. Cmdr. Shannon Chong, 
foreign ship liaison officer. 

Chong discussed the international nature of the exercise. 
"This is the largest RIMPAC since its inception in 1971," 

Chong said. He noted that participants include several 
European navies in addition to Pacific allies. 

As foreign ship liaison officer, Chong serves as point of 
contact to coordinate and support foreign vessels visiting 
Hawaii for the exercise. 

Chong also discussed a list of supporting events that 
coincide with the exercise, including cultural exchanges, 
sports, and other events. 

View Clip (RT: 2:49) 
Return to Index 
 

7. USS New Orleans And USS Pearl Harbor Back In San Diego 
2200 Marines and Sailors return home to Camp Pendleton 
(SAN DIEGO CITY NEWS SERVICE 21 JUN 12) 

CAMP PENDLETON - More than 2,200 Marines and 
Sailors from the 11th Marine Expeditionary Unit returned to 
Camp Pendleton early Thursday from a seven-month 
deployment, base officials said. 

The returning troops spent the deployment in the Western 
Pacific, Middle East and Horn of Africa with the amphibious 
assault ship USS Makin Island, the amphibious transport dock 
ship USS New Orleans, and the amphibious dock landing ship 
USS Pearl Harbor, according to MEU's public affairs office. 

The ships and their combined crews of about 1,700 are 
scheduled to pull into Naval Base San Diego Friday morning. 
While away, the MEU participated in training exercises with 
various host nations. 

"We were able to sharpen our skills while strengthening 
partnerships with our hosts," the MEU commanding officer, 
Col. Michael R. Hudson, said in a statement. 

"From survival and jungle training in Cambodia and 
Malaysia to full-scale raids and live-fire exercises with 

counterparts throughout the Middle East and Horn of Africa, 
this deployment employed all the capabilities of our air-
ground logistics team." 

Hudson said the ships were able to put the Marines at 
three or four places at once at times during the deployment. 
Though most of the MEU returned by helicopter or landing 
craft early today, a small number remain aboard the ships 
returning Friday. 

The ships are currently on a "Tiger Cruise," in which 
family and friends join the Sailors for the ride home from 
Honolulu. 

The 847-foot-long Makin Island is completing its maiden 
deployment, which began Nov. 14 and included several 
months in the Middle East over the winter. charge. The ship is 
named after a Pacific Ocean atoll raided by Marines in August 
1942 during World War II. It is now known as Butaritari. 

Return to Index 
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8. U.S., Japan Begin Naval Drills Near China 
(FINANCIAL TIMES (UK) 22 JUN 12) ... Mure Dickie, Song Jung-a and Kathrin Hille 

The U.S., Japan and South Korea began joint naval 
exercises in waters near China and the Korean Peninsula on 
Thursday, underscoring efforts to tighten military co-operation 
between the three nations. 

The drills, which are certain to irk Beijing, are the latest 
example of strengthening ties among Beijing’s neighbours and 
between them and the U.S., which the Chinese government 
and military see as attempts to contain their country’s rise. 

Japan and South Korea are both close allies of the U.S., 
but direct defence co-operation between the Asian neighbours 
has been limited by political sensitivities and lingering Korean 
resentment over past Japanese occupation and colonisation. 

The two-day trilateral drills, which involve a U.S. aircraft 
carrier battle group, three Japanese destroyers and South 
Korean warships, came after repeated calls from Washington 
for closer three-way co-operation. 

South Korean civic groups protested against the exercises 
at a rally on Thursday, however. 

“We strongly urge the three nations to stop their joint 
military drills as they would cause serious military tension and 
conflicts in Northeast Asia,” said the People’s Solidarity for 
Participatory Democracy, a leading civic group. 

The PSPD said there should be no military co-operation 
with Japan, saying Tokyo had failed to show serious 
repentance for “past wrongdoing” or respect for the pacifistic 
Japanese constitution. 

Multilateral military co-operation is also a sensitive issue 
in Japan, where many people are wary of any further erosion 
of postwar restrictions on the development and use of armed 
forces. 

Japan’s defence ministry sought to play down the 
significance of the exercises, stressing that the three countries 
had repeatedly held trilateral drills in recent years. 

However, Japan’s Kyodo news agency quoted the U.S. 
defence department as saying that the two-day exercises were 
the first involving the three nations to be conducted in waters 
off the Korean Peninsula. 

Personnel of the Maritime Self Defence Force – as 
Japan’s Navy is officially known – had previously only joined 
exercises in the area as observers, Kyodo said. 

After the trilateral drill, the U.S. and South Korean navies 
will conduct “a routine carrier operation” in the Yellow Sea, 
west of the peninsula, from Saturday to Monday. 

China’s defence ministry did not immediately respond to 
a request for comment, but the carrier exercise is certainly too 
close to Chinese borders for Beijing to feel comfortable. When 
the U.S. last planned such war games in 2010, the Chinese 
government opposed the idea and in particular the potential 
participation of a U.S. aircraft carrier, referring to the Yellow 
Sea as China’s “coastal waters”. 

The exercises are part of wider drills marking the 62nd 
anniversary of the Korean war. 

The U.S. and South Korea will hold their largest one-day, 
joint live-fire exercise on Friday in Pocheon, about 15 miles 
south of the border with North Korea. 

The exercise will focus on how to respond in case of a 
North Korean attack similar to the one on June 25, 1950. “The 
war is not over. We should face the stark reality where a war 
can occur any time,” said Kim Min-seok, a spokesman for 
Seoul’s defence ministry. “We think the joint exercise will be 
the largest ever in terms of scale. North Korea calls it a 
provocation, but a military cannot be competent if it does not 
exercise,” he said. 
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9. U.S. Sending Floating Naval Base Through The Suez Canal 
(CNN 21 JUN 12) ... Barbara Starr 

A U.S. warship designed as a floating base for naval 
special forces is scheduled to transit through the Suez Canal 
for the first time as early as Friday, Navy officials say. 

The USS Ponce, an amphibious transport ship, recently 
finished a complete overhaul that now has it configured to 
operate as a floating staging platform for the military. It is 
being launched into the oil shipping lanes at a time of 
heightened tensions across the region, U.S. Navy officials told 
CNN. 

The ship began approaching Suez on Thursday and is 
expected to enter the canal shortly on its way to the Persian 
Gulf. 

The ship will function as a staging base for special 
operations forces and small patrol boats, including mine 
countermeasure vessels, in gulf waters that Iran has previously 
threatened to shut down. 

Gen. James Mattis, commander of U.S. Central 
Command, which oversees U.S. military operations in the 
Middle East, had long pressed for the conversion of the Ponce 
in order to have a mobile platform from which troops could 
quickly deploy at a time when budget cuts are restricting 
large-scale deployments. 

The Ponce is specifically tailored to maritime missions in 
the Persian Gulf region, where land-based forces often do not 
have ready access and concerns persist about maintaining 
open access to the Strait of Hormuz for international shipping. 

The ship has a mixed crew of Navy officers and enlisted 
personnel, as well as civilian government mariners. 

The ship is expected to reach Bahrain about 10 days after 
making it through the canal. It is not clear when combat forces 
may board the ship. 
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10. Around The Clock Construction Provides Critical MEDEVAC Link In Farah Province 
(NMCB 11 BLOG 22 JUN 12) ... Chief Equipment Operator Matthew P. Dooley 

“The difficult we do at once; the impossible takes just a 
little bit longer.” This is exactly the type of ‘can-do’ spirit 

exemplified by the Seabees of Naval Mobile Construction 
Battalion (NMCB) 11, Det Lavaredo. 
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The Det is expanding a Forward Operating Base (FOB) in 
the Bakwa District of Farah Province that will provide critical 
Medical Evacuation (MEDEVAC) coverage linking two 
Regional Commands’ (RCs’) Areas of Responsibility (AORs) 
in a critical area of Afghanistan. 

The project is a massive undertaking, which has included 
demining, grading and leveling over 165,000 square meters of 
unimproved area and provided necessary force protection 
upgrades to ensure the security of the personnel who will 
occupy this new site. 

Seabees have been working around the clock while 
operating in a volatile environment that continually proves to 
be a challenge to construction operations and maintaining the 
necessary coverage for combat forces located in the Task 
Force Commander’s AOR. 

In addition to the on-site efforts, the Seabees are mining 
their own rock from a local riverbed for the construction of a 
1600-meter perimeter road and select base course material for 
the helicopter landing zones on-site. 

“Thousands of cubic meters of material have been 
excavated, sifted and stockpiled. We do not have the luxury of 
local deliveries out here,” explained Equipment Operator 1st 
Class Robert W. Dorch, Project Supervisor for this high 
visibility construction effort. “The entire team here is doing an 
incredible job on every aspect of this project,” asserted Dorch, 
originally from Pensacola, Fla. 

In addition, the Seabees have placed 800 bags of Portland 
cement conducting soil stabilization operations for two 
helicopter re-supply pads, which will greatly increase the load-

bearing capability of the landing areas and provide an 
excellent surface to land on preventing ‘brown out’ conditions 
for helicopters landing in this arduous terrain. 

During the initial three weeks of construction, the 
bulldozer teams were working 24-hour operations to get the 5-
meter high, 1250-meter long berm in place. The day shift was 
withstanding record-high temperatures in full combat load 
throughout the 15-hour workday while the night shift 
competed with blackout conditions and heavy winds using 
night vision equipment to work effectively while maintaining 
tactical and situational awareness. 

“It’s absolutely amazing to see what is accomplished 
during the work day, and while some of the Det is sleeping, to 
have another team of Seabees outside the wire working all 
night long,” exclaimed Lt. Seth D. Cochran, Det Officer in 
Charge. “It’s a great feeling to wake up and see 200 additional 
feet of berm put in place. The crew is extremely dedicated to 
the task at hand and everyone here is working extremely well 
together to accomplish the mission,” added Cochran, who is 
originally from LaPlata, Md. 

Accompanying their long hours spent on-site, the project 
has a very quick timeline for completion as MEDEVAC assets 
will soon arrive to provide the necessary ‘golden hour’ of 
helicopter coverage for troops operating in the region. The Det 
will complete their mission in the coming weeks, and will 
have once again solidified the Seabees as the construction 
force of choice for their supported command. 

View Gallery (17 Photos) 
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11. USS Normandy Anchors In Sweden 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 21 JUN 12) ... Ensign Alana M. Abernethy, USS Normandy Public Affairs 

KARLSKRONA, Sweden -- Guided-missile cruiser USS 
Normandy (CG 60) anchored outside of Karlskrona, Sweden, 
for a scheduled port visit, June 20. 

While in port, the officers and crew hosted Rear Adm. Jan 
Thörnovist, chief of staff of the royal Swedish navy, and other 
Swedish guests for a tour of the ship. 

Capt. Kevin Hill, commanding officer Normandy, 
presented a plaque to Rear Adm. Thörnovist, who welcomed 
the Normandy crew to his home country. 

"We are very excited to have you here with us, and thank 
you again for the tour of your wonderful ship," said 

Thörnovist. "I hope that you and your crew enjoy our beautiful 
city." 

While in port, the crew will participate in a golf 
tournament, tour Karlskrona's naval museum, and attend the 
midsummer's eve celebration, an annual festival celebrating 
summer solstice. 

Normandy, homeported out of Norfolk, Va., is on a 
scheduled deployment in the U.S. 6th Fleet area of 
responsibility. 
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12. USS Harry S. Truman Readies for Cyber Security Inspection 
(MARINE LINK 21 JUN 12) 

SPAWAR supports aircraft carrier 'USS Harry S. Truman' 
in preparation for cyber security inspection 

The Space and Naval Warfare Systems Command 
(SPAWAR) cyber security inspection support team helps 
prepare USS Harry S. Truman (CVN 75) for its upcoming 
shipboard cyber security inspection scheduled for early 
August.   

The SPAWAR team provides Sailors assistance with their 
shipboard information technology and cyber capabilities. 
During each stage of the process, SPAWAR observes and 
provides liaison support to the fleet while Navy Cyber Forces 
and U.S. Fleet Cyber Command conduct their assist and 
inspection respectively.   

"We are familiar with the inspection process, so we're 
there to let the ships know what the lynch pins are and how 
they can address those issues," said Steven Modregon, a 
SPAWAR project engineer and information assurance 
specialist. 

"In some cases, the issues are site based and caused by 
things the ships have implemented on their own that they just 
didn't know and understand." A good example would be 
changing a system's registry setting. "The ship may have 
changed something in their registry that had a negative impact 
to the network and now poses a security risk," Modregon 
explained. 
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"After all the results are tallied, we can provide the ship 
with resolutions for what has been fixed, the status of those 

things that have not been fixed and, if necessary, help 
determine any false findings." 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GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
13. Vietnam Law On Contested Islands Draws China’s Ire 
(NEW YORK TIMES 22 JUN 12) ... Jane Perlez 

BEIJING — In a show of its resolve in a dispute over the 
South China Sea, China sharply criticized Vietnam on 
Thursday for passing a law that claims sovereignty over the 
Paracel and Spratly Islands, saying they are the “indisputable” 
territory of China. 

The Foreign Ministry in Beijing summoned the 
Vietnamese ambassador, Nguyen Van Tho, to strongly protest 
the new law, said a spokesman, Hong Lei. 

“Vietnam’s Maritime Law, declaring sovereignty and 
jurisdiction over the Paracel and Spratly Islands, is a serious 
violation of China’s territorial sovereignty,” a ministry 
statement said. “China expresses its resolute and vehement 
opposition.” 

The dispute between China and Vietnam over the law, 
which had been in the works for years, is the latest example of 
Beijing’s determination to tell its Asian neighbors that the 
South China Sea is China’s preserve. 

The Chinese statement comes two weeks before a meeting 
of foreign ministers of the Association of Southeast Asian 
Nations, or Asean, in Phnom Penh, Cambodia, which will be 
attended by Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton. The 
South China Sea is expected to be high on the agenda. 

To reinforce its claims, China also announced that it had 
raised the level of governance on three island groups in the 
sea: the Spratlys, the Paracels and the Macclesfield Bank, 
known in Chinese as the Nansha, Xisha and Zhongsha Islands. 

The Chinese State Council issued a statement placing the 
three groups of islands and their surrounding waters under the 
city of Sansha as a prefectural-level administration rather than 
a lower county-level one. 

Xinhua, the state-run news agency, quoted a Ministry of 
Civil Affairs spokesman as saying that the new arrangement 
would “further strengthen China’s administration and 
development” of the three island groups. 

China and South Vietnam fought over the Paracels and 
the Spratlys in 1974, and a unified Vietnam fought briefly 
with China in 1988 over the islands. China controls the 

Paracels and reefs and shoals within the Spratlys, according to 
the International Crisis Group, a research organization. The 
Macclesfield Bank comprises a sunken atoll and reefs. In 
another South China Sea squabble, President Benigno S. 
Aquino III of the Philippines said Wednesday that he would 
order Philippine government vessels back to the Scarborough 
Shoal if China did not remove its ships from the disputed area, 
as had been promised. 

A two-month standoff between China and the Philippines 
at the shoal appeared to have been defused last weekend, when 
a typhoon forced Philippine fishing boats and a navy vessel to 
leave. China pledged to remove its vessels, too, the 
Philippines said at the time. 

But this week, Philippines officials said half a dozen 
Chinese government vessels and fishing boats remained at the 
shoal. The exact position of the Chinese boats — whether they 
were inside the shoal’s large lagoon, or outside the lagoon in 
more open waters — was not clear. 

The Philippine government spokesman, Raul Hernandez, 
said a verbal agreement between China and the Philippines 
applied only to the withdrawal of vessels from the sheltered 
lagoon, where Chinese fishermen were poaching rare corals, 
fish and sharks. 

“The two sides are still talking about the vessels outside 
the lagoon,” he told a Philippine radio station. 

The Asean ministerial meeting in Phnom Penh will almost 
certainly come under competing pressures from China and the 
United States over the tensions in the South China Sea. 

Last month, at an Asean session in Phnom Penh in 
preparation for the ministerial meeting, Cambodia, which 
holds the chairmanship of the regional bloc and is a close ally 
of China, refused to allow the issuing of a statement on the 
need for a peaceful resolution of the disputes. 

The United States is expected to urge the association to 
strengthen an existing code of conduct on the South China 
Sea, probably over China’s objections. 
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14. Syrian Pilot Granted Asylum In Jordan 
(NEW YORK TIMES 22 JUN 12) ... Rick Gladstone and Alan Cowell 

Syria’s government was jolted Thursday by the first 
defection from its elite air force in the 16-month-old uprising, 
when a colonel commandeered a Soviet-era MIG warplane 
and flew to neighboring Jordan, where he sought and received 
political asylum. 

The pilot was identified as Col. Hassan al-Mirei 
Hamadeh, and his defection raised questions about whether 
fealty to President Bashar al-Assad was fraying in the air 
force, the military branch regarded as closest to the Assad 
family, which has controlled Syria for four decades. Mr. 
Assad’s father, Hafez, was an air force officer. 

It appeared to be a propaganda victory for the Syrian rebel 
movement. Colonel Hamadeh, like most Syrian pilots, belongs 
to the Sunni Muslim majority, which forms the backbone of 
resistance to Mr. Assad and his governing Alawite sect. 
Nearly all commanding officers in the air force are Alawites, 
and the defection generated speculation that Sunni pilots 
would face new restrictions on any flying missions. 

“The air force defection is not insignificant,” said Aram 
Nerguizian, a scholar of the Middle East and North Africa and 
a visiting fellow at the Center for Strategic and International 
Studies in Washington. “It is deeply embarrassing for Assad.” 
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There have been other defections and desertions from the 
Syrian military, mostly by army conscripts, many of them now 
members of the Free Syrian Army, the amalgamation of armed 
groups fighting to overthrow Mr. Assad. But no Syrian Air 
Force pilots had been known to defect, and in such a 
flamboyant fashion. 

The defection was reported as anti-Assad activists said 
that fighting had escalated across the country. The Syrian 
Observatory for Human Rights, a British group with contacts 
inside Syria, said 114 people had been killed, the biggest one-
day toll since a United Nations-brokered cease-fire took effect 
two months ago and which has now been all but abandoned. It 
was impossible to verify the group’s tally, which included 32 
dead in Homs and 29 in Dara’a, bastions of the anti-Assad 
resistance. 

In another sign of the fighting’s severity, the International 
Committee of the Red Cross said a convoy trying to reach 
Homs had been forced to turn back by gunfire, delaying the 
effort to evacuate sick people and women and children. 
Hicham Hassan, a Red Cross spokesman, could not say when 
the effort would resume. 

News of the defection was greeted enthusiastically by the 
Syrian rebels and among the refugees, exiles and dissidents 
whose struggle against Mr. Assad has been hampered by 
disorganization, infighting and the superior firepower of the 
government’s military forces. Some predicted that more 
defections by air force pilots would follow. 

The state-run Syrian news media reacted with outrage. 
SANA, the official news agency, said Colonel Hamadeh had 
been on a training flight, and it quoted a Defense Ministry 
statement as saying he was “a deserter and a traitor to his 
country and military honor and will be punished accordingly.” 
The ministry also demanded the return of the plane. 

Activists reached in the northern city of Idlib, the pilot’s 
home, said Syrian forces had set fire to his house. It was 
impossible to corroborate that assertion. 

Jordan’s information minister, Sameeh Maaytah, said the 
pilot made an emergency landing at a Jordanian air base and 
asked for political asylum, which was granted after a cabinet 
meeting. 

Even weighing such a request presented awkward 
complications for Jordan, which has sought to avoid becoming 
ensnared in the conflict in Syria, an important trading partner. 
By some estimates, more than 50,000 Syrians are in Jordan, 
many of them refugees from Mr. Assad’s campaign to crush 
the uprising that began as a peaceful political protest in March 
2011. 

The Jordanian authorities did not allow any outside access 
to Colonel Hamadeh, and his whereabouts was not clear, 
although it was widely assumed that intelligence officials were 
debriefing him. 

It also was unclear where Colonel Hamadeh’s flight had 
originated. An anti-Assad activist reached inside Syria, who 
spoke on the condition of anonymity, said the pilot flew into 
Jordan after refusing orders to bomb targets in Syria. The 
activist did not reveal the source of that information. 

Despite rebel assertions that Mr. Assad is now using 
warplanes against the rebels, there has been no independent 
verification that he has escalated tactics to that extreme, 
although he has deployed attack helicopters. 

Some military analysts said that if Mr. Assad had been 
contemplating the use of warplanes, that possibility seemed 
more unlikely because of the defection. 

“This signals the erosion of the regime’s capacity to use 
all its forces; the idea of sending planes is no longer an option, 
neither against an internal or an external enemy,” said Gen. 
Elias Hanna, a retired Lebanese officer and an expert on 
Syria’s military. 

Mr. Assad’s air force is one of the largest in the Middle 
East, with nearly 500 warplanes, 200 training aircraft and 200 
helicopters, according to a tally compiled by the International 
Institute for Strategic Studies, a London research group. It is 
unclear how many of the aircraft, nearly all of Russian design, 
are fully operational; many of them are from the 1970s and 
’80s. 

The United States has increasingly criticized Russia for 
supplying weapons to Mr. Assad. The Russians have 
countered that they are not taking sides in the Syrian conflict, 
and that the weapons are purely defensive and part of 
longstanding commercial relationships with Syria. 

Foreign Minister Sergey V. Lavrov of Russia reiterated 
those positions on Thursday in a lengthy interview with the 
radio station Ekho Moskvy. He also angrily criticized Britain 
for forcing a Russian-operated freighter laden with advanced 
defensive missile systems and repaired Soviet-era helicopters 
to turn back on its way to Syria this week. 

British officials said that the British insurer of the Russian 
vessel, the 400-foot MV Alaed, had canceled its coverage 
policy because of the cargo, forcing the vessel to end the 
voyage. Mr. Lavrov said the move reflected “the unreliability 
of the British insurance system.” 

Mr. Lavrov also dismissed speculation that Russia was in 
discussions with other major powers about any transition plan 
for Syria that would assume Mr. Assad’s departure, saying: 
“This scheme is, unequivocally, unworkable from the very 
beginning. Because he won’t go.” 

He spoke ahead of a visit to Russia by Nabil el-Araby, the 
general secretary of the Arab League, who has called for 
revisions to the cease-fire agreement in Syria because it has 
failed to halt the fighting. 
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15. Iran To Build More Ships, Boost Naval Presence 
(REUTERS 21 JUN 12) ... Isabel Coles 

DUBAI -- The Iranian navy has announced plans to build 
more warships and increase its presence in international 
waters at a time of growing tension in the Middle East over 
Tehran's nuclear programme. 

Navy commander Rear Admiral Habibollah Sayyari said 
the deployments would protect Iranian cargo ships around the 

world, in particular in the Gulf of Aden and the northern part 
of the Indian Ocean, according to state news agency IRNA. 

The navy wanted to guard Iranian ships from Somali 
pirates, the report said. 
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IRNA did not mention Israel although the Jewish state has 
hinted it might take military action against Iran's nuclear 
programme. 

An Israeli official repeated the veiled threat on 
Wednesday following the failure of the latest round of 
international talks to make progress on the issue. 

State-owned Press TV quoted Sayyari as saying: "Our 
presence in international waters is aimed at safeguarding the 
interests of the Islamic Republic and strengthening military 
power to defend Iran." 

"So we will multiply our efforts to enhance our military 
might and have a presence in international waters," he said. 

The navy's deputy chief for technical affairs said the force 
planned to build 10 more vessels, including destroyers and 
missile-launching frigates, Press TV said. 

Work on building the ships would start after construction 
of "Velayat" a Mowj-2 class destroyer is completed. That is 
due at the end of the Iranian calendar year next March. 

Iranian military officials often assert their military 
strength in the region, particularly in the Strait of Hormuz, the 
world's most important oil transit channel carrying supplies 
from Gulf producers to the West. 

Tehran has previously threatened to block the waterway if 
attacked. 

Two Iranian warships entered the Mediterannean through 
the Suez Canal in February 2011 for the first time, and naval 
vessels also called at a Syrian naval base this February in a 
show of support for its ally President Bashar al-Assad. 
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16. Somali Piracy Death Toll Rises As Violence Worsens 
(REUTERS 22 JUN 12) ... Peter Apps 

LONDON -- Somali pirates seizing Indian Ocean ships 
were responsible for at least 35 hostage deaths in 2011, a 
report showed on Friday, with levels of violence rising. 

The number of prisoners taken by pirates fell to 555, at 
least, in 2011 from 645 in 2010, the report by the U.S.-based 
One Earth Future foundation and International Maritime 
Bureau said. 

Eight were known to have been killed by their captors 
either during their initial capture or were executed later, it 
said, with another eight dying of malnutrition or disease. The 
remainder were killed either during rescue attempts by 
military forces or while trying to escape. 

While solid data on previous years is limited, the total of 
35 is seen as by far the highest number of piracy-related 
fatalities in a single year. 

"We know these figures are almost certainly an 
underestimate," project manager Kaija Hurlburt told Reuters. 
"A lot of the ships now being taken are regional dhows that 
are often never reported. They might have 12 to 20 people 
aboard each time." 

Despite a major naval effort by several nations, hundreds 
of young Somalis engage in piracy every year in the hope of 
ransoms that can run to millions of dollars. 

With some shipowners apparently simply abandoning 
their vessels and crews, particularly the smaller more 

vulnerable craft, crews have found themselves held for ever 
longer periods. 

As more and more merchant ships carry armed guards, 
foreign navies take tougher action and some shipowners prove 
unable or unwilling to pay up, some believe piracy itself is 
getting harder - and that is being taken out on those in 
captivity. 

At least 149 hostages had now been held for more than a 
year, the report said, with 26 held for more than two years. 
Many of those released reported abuse including beatings, 
removal of fingernails and dumping in the sea. 

More than 40 percent said that at some stage they had 
been used as human shields, often when pirates sailed 
captured vessels back out to sea to act as mother ships for new 
attacks. Most hostages were from developing countries, 
particularly the Philippines, India and China as well as Gulf 
and African states. 

The level of violence being used was also increasing, the 
report said. In 2011, more than 3,800 personnel were aboard 
ships that were attacked by pirates with firearms in what were 
often prolonged and brutal assaults. 

Casualties among the pirates were also almost certainly 
on the rise, with reports of at least 111 killed in 2011, some 70 
percent in clashes with increasingly aggressive naval forces. 
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17. Bulgarian Navy Hosts Breeze 2012 Naval Drills in Black Sea 
(SOFIA NEWS AGENCY (BULGARIA) 21 JUN 12) 

The Bulgarian Navy will host the Breeze 2012 naval drills 
in the Western Black Sea, the Defense Ministry announced 
Thursday. 

The Breeze 2012 training will take place June 22-July 1, 
2012, with the southern Bulgarian Black Sea port of Burgas 
serving as a base. 

The goal of Breeze 2012 will be to improve the 
interoperability of multinational naval forces of NATO 
nations. 

It will feature participation by the Bulgarian Navy, the 
Turkish Navy, the Greek Navy, a U.S. patrol air plane, and 
three ships from the Second Permanent Naval Group of 
NATO. 

During the Breeze 2012 drills, the Bulgarian frigate 
Drazki ("Bold") will have its NATO MAREVAL certification 
affirmed, the Defense Ministry said. 
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PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
18. Pentagon Recommends Tiered System For Combat Pay 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 21 JUN 12) ... Lolita C. Baldor 

WASHINGTON —A Pentagon review recommends 
ridding the combat pay system of inequities that have allowed 
officers thousands of miles from battle to get better benefits 
proportionally than troops on the front lines in Afghanistan. 

The recommendations in a review released Thursday are 
likely to anger service members. But the director of the review 
said they're aimed at paying more to troops who are in the 
gravest danger and giving the best tax benefits to those who 
are paid the least. 

Troops who are not near the fight can sometimes get more 
in combat pay and tax benefits than those who are getting shot 
at on the front lines, said Thomas Bush, who directed the 
review. He said the main goal was to make combat pay more 
equitable. 

The report doesn't recommend any specific rates of 
combat pay or say that certain troops should get less. But, 
Bush said, "we suggest there be some meaningful distinction" 
between troops who are getting shot at and those who are 
simply deployed to one of many countries designated as 
combat zones. 

Under the military's current system, there are two types of 
combat pay. One, called "hostile fire pay," gives troops $225 a 
month if they are in an area where they could be exposed to 
enemy fire. 

The second, called "imminent danger pay," gives up to 
$225 per month to those who are in a combat zone, and it is 
pro-rated at $7.50 a day, based on how long they are there. 

Bush said the report recommends that hostile-fire pay be 
more than the danger pay and that there be levels of imminent-
danger pay based on where service members are. Currently 
they can get the danger pay for being in more than two dozen 
places, including Bahrain, Saudi Arabia, Kyrgyzstan, the 
Philippines and Jordan - as well as in Afghanistan, Yemen and 
Somalia. 

"We want to target compensation to people who are at the 
greatest risk," Bush said. 

In December 2009, President Barack Obama directed the 
department to examine four specific areas: combat pay, 
benefits and pay for the National Guard and Reserve, 
compensation for wounded service members and their 
survivors, and pay incentives for key defense jobs, such as 
drone operators, special operations forces, linguists and mental 
health professionals. 

Under the current system, service members up to the top-
level senior enlisted rank do not pay taxes when they are in a 
war zone. Higher-level officers would not pay taxes on the 
portion of their salary equal to the top senior enlisted 
members' amount. 

When they go to a combat zone, the taxes are no longer 
taken out of their pay, giving them an automatic raise for their 
deployment time. 

The proposed change would make the combat pay a 
refundable tax credit that service members would file for at 
the end of the tax year. 
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19. Blueprint For Modernizing Military Pay Delivered 
(MILITARY UPDATE 21 JUN 12) ... Tom Philpott 

If endorsed by the White House and enacted by Congress, 
a new blueprint for modernizing military compensation after 
11 years of war would reshape many traditional service pays 
to strive for more efficiency. 

The 11th Quadrennial Review of Military Compensation, 
after two years of study, has produced some wide-ranging 
recommendations, from replacing combat zone tax exclusions 
and overhauling weekend drill pay to reforming reserve 
retirement and slicing by half a reduction in survivor benefits 
that widows see when they accept VA dependency and 
indemnity compensation. 

The law requires that the Department of Defense report to 
Congress every four years on the status of military 
compensation, focusing on key pay challenges that the 
president deems need review. 

President Obama chartered the latest QRMC to study: 
combat zone compensation; reserve components' pays and 
benefits; compensation for wounded warriors, caregivers and 
survivors; and pay for critical career fields. This includes 
special operations, mental health professionals, linguists and 
translators, and new skills such as unmanned aerial vehicle 
operators. 

The report indeed proposes that Congress grant broad 
authority for services to create new incentive pay structures 
for expanding career fields similar to the pay package of 
aviators with a combination of monthly stipends to retain these 
skills and lump sum bonuses to address periodic shortages. 

The overall QRMC goal was to find ways to revise 
elements of compensation to be more effective at sustaining 
the all-volunteer force, explained Thomas L. Bush, director of 
the 11th QRMC. The retired Navy captain, who flew combat 
missions in Vietnam as a flight or radar intercept officer, 
worked previously as a senior reserve policy official at the 
Pentagon. 

The QRMC concludes that military compensation overall 
fares well compared with the private sector. The enlisted pay 
package is at the 90th percentile of civilian peers of similar 
age and education. Officers, on average, are paid around the 
83rd percentile of civilian peers. 

The report also concludes that compensation for combat 
injuries work well to replace what otherwise would be sharp 
declines in family earnings. Retired and disability pays replace 
"income losses suffered by nearly all injured service members 
and their families," it says. "Among the seriously and very 
seriously injured, compensation benefits more than offset 
earnings losses, with both groups experiencing a net gain in 
household income." For those "who do experience earnings 
losses, the loss is small, on average." 

The QRMC cautions, however, that these findings are 
based on the near term impact of current disability pays from 
DoD, VA and social security. But such pays need 
reassessment periodically to protect their worth, it says. 

To help relieve financial challenges for the caregivers of 
severely disabled members and veterans, Congress passed new 
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compensation programs. The QRMC says these started only 
last year and need to mature before they can be properly 
judged though they do help to offset caregiver income losses. 
But eligibility, disbursements and terminology need to be 
better aligned to provide a smoother transition as severely 
injured transfer to veteran status, the report says. 

The QRMC finds survivor benefits comprehensive, 
particularly given changes enacted in the past decade. Yet the 
study offers a new approach for addressing a chronic 
complaint -- the SBP-DIC offset. 

Survivors of retirees who die of service-related ailments 
or on active duty or die with 100-percent disability ratings are 
eligible to draw tax-free Dependency and Indemnity 
Compensation (DIC) from VA. But their military survivor 
benefits plan (SBP), must be reduced dollar-for-dollar by 
monthly DIC. Premiums paid on lost SBP benefits are 
returned to survivors. 

Affected widows have pressed Congress for years to end 
the SBP-DIC offset. The QRMC proposes a compromise. It 
notes that SBP premiums, on average, cover just over half of 
program costs and taxpayers subsidize the other half. So the 
study proposes that eligible survivors be allowed to keep half 
of their SBP, or roughly that portion of SBP bought with 
premiums. 

Bush acknowledged this approach might be perceived as 
inequitable by some because a surviving spouse whose 
member never paid premiums would get to keep half of their 
SBP, the same as the survivor of a retiree who paid premiums 
for 30 years. However, this would keep the offset simple 
versus having to calculate what every retiree paid in actual 
premiums. 

"In our view, on average, it's not an inequitable way to 
approach the issue," Bush said. 

The compromise is controversial for another reason. It's 
the most costly proposal offered in the study with a projected 
cost over 10 years of almost $1 billion for the Defense 
Department and $3.4 billion for Treasury. 

More often, it seems, the QRMC seeks to modernize pays 
through tradeoffs that would produce net cost savings. For 
example, it finds that the progressiveness of the U.S. tax code 
and blanket eligibility for Imminent Danger Pay (IDP) in 
combat support areas where danger is quite low results in 
"misalignment" of combat compensation to favor officers and 
senior enlisted over more junior personnel who actually suffer 
more casualties. 

The study proposes replacing the combat zone tax 
exclusion and the one-size-fits-all IDP with refundable tax 
credits and a multi-tiered danger payments tied more directly 
to level of risks individuals face. 

The QRMC also found imbalances in Reserve and 
National Guard pay for drill weekends with compensation for 
two days' training often exceeding what colleagues are paid in 
combat zones. It proposes that drilling members receive the 
same basic pay and allowances as active duty colleagues, and 
that the money saved on drill pay be used to enhance reserve 
retirement. 

It proposes replacing reserve retirement at age 60 with a 
system that would allow annuities [for having at least 20 years 
of qualifying service] to begin on the 30th anniversary of a 
member first entering the military. So a reservist who entered 
at age 18 could draw retired pay by age 48. 

Jeri Busch, director of military compensation policy for 
the Defense Department, said the QRMC recommendations 
would be reviewed carefully in the coming months as potential 
ways to improve military compensation. 
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20. New Protections For Troops With PCS Moves 
(STARS AND STRIPES 21 JUN 12) ... Leo Shane III 

WASHINGTON — Officials from the Consumer 
Financial Protection Bureau on Thursday offered new 
guidance designed to provide better education and notification 
for troops facing housing struggles related to permanent 
change of station moves, calling it an important step toward 
protecting those who serve. 

The guidance also more clearly spells out unfair and 
abusive practices by mortgage companies in an effort to help 
regulators go after deceptive lenders. That includes companies 
that require troops’ waive legal rights under the 
Servicemembers Civil Relief Act to keep their homes, or 
withhold information about financial assistance programs 
from them. 

At issue are troops whose homes have declined in value 
when their PCS orders arrive. Selling the homes can leave 
them in debt, but continuing the mortgage can also sap their 
finances. 

Those military homeowners are eligible for certain loan 
modifications, short-sale arrangements, and Pentagon financial 
assistance programs. Mortgage companies are required to 
provide information on those resources to troops who receive 
PCS orders, but don’t always do that. 

The new guidance does not cover troops already 
victimized by unfair mortgage practices. Earlier this year, 
White House officials announced plans for compensation and 
lower interest rates for troops cheated by financing companies. 

View Guidance (PDF) 
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21. Vets Groups Split On Re-Employment Rights Bill 
(NAVY TIMES 21 JUN 12) ... Rick Maze 

A House bill that would expand re-employment rights for 
veterans has divided the nation’s two largest veterans’ 
organizations. 

The nation’s largest veterans group, the 2.4 million-
member American Legion, supports the bill. The nation’s 
second largest veterans group and the largest for combat 

veterans, Veterans of Foreign Wars, opposes it because the 2.1 
million-member group fears it could make it harder for 
National Guard and reserve members to get hired by large 
companies. 
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Sponsored by Rep. John Garamendi, D-Calif., HR 3860 
would limit the ability of companies to claim “undue 
hardship” as the reason for not rehiring a returning veteran. 

Testifying Thursday before the House Veterans’ Affairs 
Committee’s economic opportunity panel, Garamendi said the 
“undue hardship” rule in current law is “too lenient in 
allowing employers to dismiss deployed service members.” 

“Currently, an employer is excused from re-employing a 
returning veteran if the employer’s circumstances have 
changed in a way that it is now impossible or unreasonable to 
do so, or imposes an undue hardship,” he said. 

Under his bill, only small businesses, generally defined as 
those having fewer than 500 employees, could use undue 
hardship as a reason for not rehiring a veteran. 

Ryan Gallucci of Veterans of Foreign Wars said he 
understands the goal of not allowing large and medium-sized 
businesses to shirk their obligations under the Uniformed 
Servicemembers’ Employment and Reemployment Rights 
Act, but he is concerned that the expanded protection would 
hurt more veterans than it would help. 

“The VFW must oppose this bill, which we believe would 
make members of the National Guard and reserve unattractive 
employees to large companies,” he said. “It could prevent 
service members and veterans from ever getting in the door. If 
we put so many legal constrictions on hiring members of the 
reserve components, our service members will be perceived as 
a legal liability to potential employers, large and small.” 

Instead, Gallucci said VFW would prefer to have stronger 
enforcement of current hiring and rehiring rules. 

The American Legion, however, supports Garamendi’s 
Help Veterans Return to Work Act. The bill would close “a 
loophole that allows larger corporations to refrain from 
rehiring National Guard and reserve members who were sent 
into combat,” said Steve Gonzalez of the Legion’s national 
economic commission. 

“It is estimated that nearly half of unemployed veterans 
are National Guard and reserve members,” he said. “This bill 
would help ensure that those who leave behind jobs to defend 
our nation will be guaranteed those jobs when they return 
home.” 

Retired Marine Corps Maj. Gen. Drew Davis, executive 
director of the Reserve Officers Association, said Garamendi’s 
bill would help, but not very much. 

“It is important to note that the undue hardship defense 
only applies to a small minority of re-employment claims,” 
Davis said. “This mainly applies to those service members 
who have disabilities that were incurred or aggravated during 
uniformed service, and after reasonable efforts by the 
employer to accommodate the disability is not qualified due to 
such disability to be employed in the position.” 

Three federal agencies — the Defense, Veterans Affairs 
and Justice departments — generally support HR 3860, 
although Thomas Perez of the Justice Department’s civil 
rights division said some technical changes could be 
recommended. 

Garamendi’s bill is one of several employment-related 
measures pending before the House Veterans’ Affairs 
Committee, which is planning to pass a package of legislation 
this summer. 
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22. Reforms Improve DOD’s Security Clearance Process, Official Says 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 21 JUN 12) ... Donna Miles 

WASHINGTON – Reforms in the personnel security 
clearance process have improved the speed and efficiency of 
background investigations and adjudications with a direct, 
positive impact on the Defense Department’s ability to carry 
out its mission, a senior defense official told Congress today. 

Streamlined policy and processes have cut duplication 
and waste, Elizabeth A. McGrath, the Pentagon’s deputy chief 
management officer, told a subcommittee of the Senate 
Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs Committee. 

Reforms also have reduced the time required to adjudicate 
clearances even lower than the 20-day goal Congress set in the 
Intelligence Reform and Terrorism Prevention Act of 2004, to 
as little as seven days, she reported. 

McGrath attributed this success in large part to a new 
electronic adjudication capability developed by the Army and 
now deployed across DOD. The Case Adjudication Tracking 
System enabled the department to adjudicate 110,000 cases – 
or 24 percent of its secret clearance applications -- 
electronically last year, she said. This, in turn, freed up 
adjudicators to concentrate on other, more complex cases. 

Other federal agencies have expressed interest in this 
technology, McGrath told the panel. So far, the Department of 
Energy has adopted the new system, and the Social Security 
Administration plans to do the same next year, she said. 

In addition, DOD also has initiated a “robust” adjudicator 
certification program that ensures all adjudicators receive 
comprehensive, standardized training, McGrath reported. 

“The results are clear, she said of the reform initiatives. 
“We have a higher-quality security clearance program today.” 

One of the tangible measures of that progress was the 
Government Accountability Office’s removal of the DOD 
personnel security clearance process form its “High-Risk list” 
last year, she noted. The list, provided to Congress every two 
years, identifies federal programs at high risk for waste, fraud, 
abuse mismanagement or in need of broad reform. 

DOD’s improved personnel security clearance process has 
a sweeping impact on the Defense Department, McGrath said. 
“It improves our ability to safeguard classified material, place 
qualified individuals in jobs faster, effectively use our 
contractor workforce, and reduce the burdens and 
inconveniences on both the federal workforce and our military 
members,” she reported. 

Joining officials from the Government Accountability 
Office, Office of Management and Budget, Office of 
Personnel Management and Office of the Director of National 
intelligence at today’s hearing, McGrath credited the Joint 
Reform Team founded five years ago with paving the way for 
these strides. 

One of the big outcomes, she said, was the establishment 
of the Performance Accountability Council that bridges 
agency divides and keeps each agency on track toward even 
greater efficiencies. 

The work isn’t yet done, McGrath said, emphasizing the 
importance of continued collaboration in reaching toward 
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greater efficiencies and cost-effectiveness in background 
investigations and adjudications. 

“Our results represent the progress possible when 
agencies commit to joint goals informed by government-wide 

priorities and establish proper controls to ensure results,” she 
said. 
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23. MCPON Visits Naval Supply Systems Command 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 21 JUN 12) ... Naval Supply Systems Command 

MECHANICSBURG, Pa. -- Master Chief Petty Officer of 
the Navy (MCPON) visited Naval Supply Systems Command 
(NAVSUP) June 19. 

During the visit, MCPON (SS/SW) Rick D. West, was 
briefed on NAVSUP's Shipmates to Workmates program, the 
Navy Cash Program, and new training initiatives for Navy 
culinary specialists (CSs) to boost their skills and service to 
Sailors around the fleet. 

He also discussed efforts to improve the number of spare 
parts on board ships and submarines. 

MCPON also took a walking tour of the NAVSUP 
facilities, as well as a tour of the base where NAVSUP is 
located-Naval Support Activity Mechanicsburg. The tour 
included the base's Navy Exchange, new base housing, and 
finally a CS food demonstration in NAVSUP's Research, 
Development, and Training Culinary Center (RD&T), which 
supports fleet operations with menu and recipe development 
while providing a world-class train-the-trainer location. 

MCPON had the opportunity to do some home-style cooking 
with the CSs on hand. 

"Our CSs, and all supply Sailors - in my eyes - are 
important in setting the tone for all commands," West said. 
"And getting back to the scratch cooking will really make a 
difference for our Sailors serving aboard ships. 

"Improving the number of spare parts on board our ships 
and submarines is as much about improving the quality of 
work of our Sailors as it is about improving readiness." 

MCPON spoke with enlisted Sailors serving at several 
commands in central Pennsylvania. "We are the most capable 
Navy ever, and I believe we are headed in the right direction 
with our manning and programs," West explained. 

"It was a privilege and a pleasure to host MCPON here in 
Mechanicsburg," said NAVSUP Commander Rear Adm. Mark 
Heinrich. "We enjoyed having the opportunity to show him 
what we do at NAVSUP to support and deliver sustained 
global logistics capabilities to our Navy and Joint warfighter 
worldwide." 
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24. Navy Ombudsman at Large Visits NSA Naples Community 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 21 JUN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Caitlin Conroy, Navy Public Affairs Support 
Element-East Detachment Europe 

NAPLES, Italy -- The Navy's ombudsman at large visited 
Naval Support Activity (NSA) Naples as part of a military 
installation tour in an effort to connect with military spouses 
and their families, June 20. 

Monika French's three-day visit included meeting with 
NSA Naples Sailors and ombudsmen from different area 
commands. 

"She was very approachable and seemed genuinely 
interested in what I had to say," said Yeoman Seaman 
Apprentice Thomas Fore, president of the Coalition of Sailors 
Against Destructive Decisions (CSADD). "I feel honored that 
she took time out of her busy schedule to meet with local 
Sailors. As a junior Sailor and president of CSADD it was 
great to see her take such an interest in our organization, what 
we are about and how we are helping our local community." 

Appointed as the United States Navy's ombudsman at 
large by Chief of Naval Operations (CNO) Adm. Jonathan 
Greenert in February 2012, French considers herself first and 
foremost a mother of two. She has been a Navy wife for 32 
years and has lived across the nation and around the world. 
And although she's taken advantage of opportunities to be part 
of the workforce in the communities she has lived in, her true 
calling is that of volunteer. 

"It was wonderful being able to meet with Mrs. French 
today," said Heather Staib-Jerzy. "Meeting her helped provide 
the local command ombudsmen with more guidance so we can 
better serve our military community. It was great having a 
representative from so high up on the ombudsman chain here 
to let us in Italy know that the CNO is paying attention, wants 

our input and is here to support us in our effort to support the 
community." 

French's volunteer service resume includes participation 
on such committees and boards as the Arlington Ladies of 
Washington, D.C.; the San Diego Armed Services YMCA; the 
Avante Garde Committee of San Diego; the Navy's 
COMPASS Program in both San Diego and Guam; the Pacific 
Northwest's C.O.R.E. program; serving with the Navy-Marine 
Corps Relief Society in the Pacific Northwest, Guam, and San 
Diego; CO/XO programs in Hawaii and San Diego; the 
Washington, D.C., Navy Ball Committee; the Guam USO; 
various spouses organizations at every duty station; and the 
Navy League of the United States. 

"I feel these trips are so important because the CNO cares 
deeply about all the Navy families across the globe," said 
French. "By seeing the programs in place firsthand, I am better 
able to provide valuable feedback to the CNO back in 
Washington. I am also able to provide the message to the 
families that despite being away from the United States, they 
are not forgotten." 

"Meeting Mrs. French was a really great experience," said 
Aviation Support Equipment Technician 3rd Class Rebekah 
Fazendin. "She definitely showed us how much we are 
appreciated." 

French's visit to NSA Naples is part of a larger tour 
throughout the European region where she will make different 
stops to military installations. French will next visit Rota, 
Spain. 
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25. Navy Training Honors 2011 Top Instructors 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 21 JUN 12) ... Steve Vanderwerff, Naval Education and Training Command Public Affairs 

WASHINGTON -- Naval Education and Training 
Command (NETC) announced its 2011 Military Instructors of 
the Year (IOY) during a ceremony June 21 at the Navy 
Memorial. 

"Quality is never an accident," said Rear Adm. Don 
Quinn, commander, Naval Education and Training Command. 

"It is always the product of deliberate intent, dedicated 
effort, and skillful execution. The instructors we honor today 
embody those characteristics in everything they do. The 
quality of their work is reflected in the consistently successful 
fleet missions carried out every day around the globe. Our 
training remains an asymmetric advantage for us and these 
instructors deliver it every day," Quinn said. 

Chief of Naval Personnel Vice Adm. Scott Van Buskirk 
presented each winner with a Navy-Marine Corps 
Commendation Medal and a plaque. 

"We are an expeditionary force that operates globally," 
said Van Buskirk. "When our ships and our squadrons deploy, 
they must be self-sustaining. Furthermore, the Navy's leading-
edge technology today is growing ever more complex every 
day. Our ability to meet the mission, to respond quickly to 
crises and eliminate threats depends wholly on the expertise 
and critical thinking skills our Sailors have learned - taught by 
our exemplary instructors here today - in the nearly 2,000 
training courses provided by NETC. 

"After learning more about your accomplishments, and 
now meeting you all in person, I think what impresses me 
most is your passion for instructing. It's obvious to me that 
you enjoy the work you do - and I think that's critical. Your 
job is more than just teaching a skill - you build a Sailor," 
Buskirk said. 

Lt.j.g. Evan P. Aluise, from Richardton, N.D., was 
selected as Officer Instructor of the Year. A five year veteran 
currently assigned to Naval Nuclear Power Training 
Command (NNPTC) in Goose Creek, S.C., he teaches 
thermodynamics, heat transfer and fluid flow in nuclear 
propulsion applications. Aluise said he enjoys being an 
instructor and influencing the future of the Navy. 

"Being on the podium is the best part of my day. I truly 
enjoy teaching, and I'm sincerely grateful and feel very 
fortunate to be selected for such an honor," explained Aluise. 
"Instructors are responsible for setting the standard for future 
generations and molding them into Sailors that our nation can 
be proud of. We are responsible for giving students the skills 
they need to be successful." 

The Senior Enlisted Instructor of the Year is Master Chief 
Aviation Machinist's Mate(AW/NAC) David W. Soucy, from 
Bristol, Conn. A 20 year veteran recently assigned to Naval 
Services Training Command's, Officer Training Command in 
Newport, R.I., Soucy says he became an instructor because he 
thought it was important to pass along the knowledge he 
gained during his career. 

"Throughout my naval career I was taught to train my 
replacement. What better opportunity to train the next 
generation of Navy warriors than within the instructor 
community. Mastering your job is, in my opinion, the easy 
part of Navy life. Being able to pass your knowledge to others 

makes your talent much more essential," Soucy said. "My 
success as an instructor was a complete team accomplishment, 
because I had the privilege to work with the finest chief's mess 
and Sailors in the fleet." 

Soucy suggests to anybody considering instructor duty to 
remember that individuals do not learn in exactly the same 
manner. "Some students learn by lecture, some learn by 
discussion, and still others learn by simulation," explained 
Soucy. "The biggest advice I could offer as an instructor is to 
realize that while one technique may work for one student, the 
same technique may not work for the next. Always checking 
for the proper comprehension is vital to passing the 
information you wish to teach." 

Mid-Grade Enlisted Instructor of the Year honors went to 
Navy Diver 1st Class(DSW/PJ) Brandon L. Hamilton, a native 
of Gary, Ind., assigned to the Center for Explosive Ordnance 
Disposal and Diving's (CEODD) Learning Site, Great Lakes, 
Ill. 

A 16 year Navy veteran, Hamilton says instructor duty is 
not for everyone. 

"I would advise people not to come to an instructional 
training command unless you are excited about teaching," 
Hamilton said. "If the needs of the Navy leads you to a 
training command, get excited. I would also advise 
supplementing your instructing with college courses to arm 
yourself with a few more training weapons. All students have 
different learning and comprehension challenges. The more 
you know the better instrument you are." 

The Junior Enlisted Instructor of the Year is Gunner's 
Mate 2nd Class(SW) Andrew R Liley from Wichita Falls, 
Texas. A seven year veteran he is currently assigned to the 
Center for Security Forces, Naval Technical Training Center, 
Lackland Air Force Base, Texas, teaching Small Arms 
Marksmanship fundamentals. He credits enjoying his job and 
wanting to help Sailors advance their careers for his selection. 

"I thoroughly enjoy my job. I get to mold young Sailors 
which are the future of the Navy. As an instructor I'm 
responsible to continue the military training of each one of the 
students that comes through the school house," said Liley. 
"My philosophy is, be humble, leave no Sailor behind, and do 
not sacrifice quality for quantity." 

The NETC Military Instructor of the Year award program 
recognizes Navy and Marine Corps instructors and facilitators 
who exemplify personal excellence and display outstanding 
instructional and leadership performance. The program 
highlights the significant contributions of individuals 
throughout the Naval Education and Training enterprise who 
have been nominated by their command based on their 
sustained superior performance over the course of the past 
year. Nomination packages, highlighting the nominee's 
accomplishments, community involvement, and personal and 
professional growth, are submitted to NETC headquarters in 
Pensacola, Fla. An awards committee reviews the packages 
and selects the most deserving candidates for IOY honors, 
which include receiving a Navy-Marine Corps Commendation 
Medal and an IOY plaque. 
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26. Nurse Corps Officer Recognized With Junior Nurse Corps Excellence Award 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 21 JUN 12) ... Douglas H Stutz, Naval Hospital Bremerton Public Affairs 

BREMERTON, Wash. -- A newly promoted Navy Nurse 
Corps lieutenant added to his career development by also 
being recognized with the inaugural command Junior Nurse 
Corps Excellence Award June 21. 

Lt. Anthony S. Hofer, assigned to Naval Hospital 
Bremerton's Multi-Service Ward, began his day by being 
promoted by Rear Adm. Elizabeth S. Niemyer, Navy Nurse 
Corps director and wounded, ill and injured deputy chief in 
front of family and command staff members. 

"This is a nice opportunity to promote someone during 
my visit. I'm impressed by Lt. Hofer's career path which 
shows we can't assume someone was a corpsman before. His 
expertise and leadership bodes well for Navy Nurse Corps," 
said Niemyer. 

Hofer's first 10 years were spent as a fire controlman, 
serving aboard USS Mount Whitney (LCC/JCC 20) and USS 
Blue Ridge (LCC 19). He was commissioned on the 100th 
birthday of the Navy Nurse Corps (May 13, 2008). 

"How to top his commissioning? By having the Navy 
Nurse Corps director being the reenlisting officer is how," said 
Capt. Iris Boehnke, NHB Director of Nursing Services. 

The Junior Nurse Corps Excellence Award managed to 
out-top the reenlistment. The initial recipient was selected by 
NHB's Professional Council of Nursing. 

"Lt. Hofer was picked due to his professionalism, clinical 
expertise and bedside clinical leadership," explained Cmdr. 
Elizabeth Oakes, NHB Nursing Services assistant director. 

The award citation read, "In recognition of your 
commitment to nursing excellence and to nursing as a unique 
discipline and art. Your demonstrated dedication, contribution 
to the nursing profession, and clinical expertise have made a 
positive difference in the quality of care provided to our 
patients and their families." 

"When I decided to make the Navy a career, I was told by 
a lieutenant that day that one day I would be in charge of 
people and I would have to decide if I wanted to be a manager 
who was hard to follow or a leader who people want to follow. 
I hope I continue to strive to be a leader," said Hofer. 

Hofer is part of the Navy Nurse Corps of over 4,000 
members, with 2,911 active duty and 1,162 reservists. There 
are over 60 Navy Nurses stationed at NHB, with 
approximately a dozen of their members currently forward 
deployed. 
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27. Gays In The Military Called Settled Issue 
McKeon: Romney as president won't change policy 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 21 JUN 12) ... Donna Cassata 

WASHINGTON — The Republican chairman of the 
House Armed Services Committee said Thursday that 
allowing gays to serve openly in the military is a settled issue 
that he won't try to reverse even if Mitt Romney wins the 
presidency in November and the GOP captures the Senate. 

Rep. Howard "Buck" McKeon of California said his focus 
is on restoring money for the military after the latest round of 
defense cuts — a planned reduction of $487 billion over 10 
years that could nearly double if Congress fails to avert 
automatic, across-the-board cuts that begin in January. Pressed 
on the divisive issue of gay rights that roiled Congress two 
years ago, McKeon said he wouldn't revisit it. 

"We fought that fight," McKeon told defense reporters at 
an hourlong breakfast interview. He said his goal is to "get the 
things that our war-fighters need." 

The committee chairman said other GOP lawmakers 
might try to reinstate the "don't ask, don't tell policy" that was 
in effect for nearly two decades. "That's not something that I 
would personally bring up," he said. 

He recalled that in 1994, when Republicans took control 
of the House after 40 years, there were high expectations for 
ambitious changes. "They expected us to pull off miracles. 
That's not how things work. I'd rather focus on money for 
defense," McKeon said. 

Congress passed and President Barack Obama signed 
legislation in December 2010 repealing the policy. The change 
took effect last year, and military leaders have concluded that 
it has not affected morale or readiness. In fact, this month, the 
Pentagon is marking gay pride month with an official salute. 

Addressing a range of issues from the automatic cuts to 
intelligence leaks, McKeon recommended that Congress look 
for a short-term solution to delay the automatic cuts and do it 
now rather than wait for a lame-duck congressional session 
after the election. He said the November elections have the 
potential to be the nastiest ever, especially with heavy 
spending by outside political groups, and that it was ridiculous 
to expect all sides — the president, Republicans and 
Democrats — to "come together in a 'Kumbaya' moment." 

As he said earlier this year, McKeon is willing to consider 
increasing revenue through taxes to avert the defense cuts, 
making him one of few Republicans open to that possibility. 
"I'm willing to look at anything," he said. 

Congress is scrambling to come up with a way to avoid 
automatic, $1.2 trillion cuts in domestic and military programs 
over a decade. The failure of a bipartisan congressional 
supercommittee last year to come up with a deficit-cutting 
plan will trigger the cuts, scheduled to begin Jan. 2. 

Defense Secretary Leon Panetta has warned about the 
meat ax approach of the automatic cuts, arguing it would 
hollow out the force. The $492 billion, decade-long reduction 
would come on top of the $487 billion cut over 10 years that 
President Barack Obama and congressional Republicans 
agreed to last summer. 

McKeon was one of those Republicans. He said Thursday 
it was a mistake, putting lawmakers in a difficult position. 

Separately, the Senate voted for a measure calling on the 
Pentagon to release a report by Aug. 15 on the impact of the 
automatic cuts. The measure, backed by voice vote, also calls 
on the White House budget office to release a report within 30 



 22

days and the president to produce a report within 60 days on 
the impact on defense and domestic spending. The measure 
was added to the farm bill that cleared the Senate Thursday. 

Calling the automatic cuts a "a terrible way to cut 
spending," Sen. Patty Murray, D-Wash., said that while 
Congress tries to come up with a deal to avert the cuts, "we 
should know exactly how the administration would enact 
sequestration if we don't get a deal." 

Sen. John McCain, R-Ariz., also backed the measure. 
The recent leaks of classified information, including 

reports of a cyberwar against Iran and U.S. counterterrorism 

actions, has prompted an outcry in Congress, especially from 
Republicans who argue that they were intentional to enhance 
Obama's national security reputation in an election year. 

McKeon said his committee, like the one on the Senate 
side, will hold a hearing on the issue. At the same time, he 
said he had no quarrel with some of the steps taken by the 
Democratic administration. 

"Frankly, I'm glad to hear we're doing some of these 
things," he said. 
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28. Pearl Harbor Survivor Laid To Rest At USS Utah Memorial 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 21 JUN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Tiarra Fulgham, Navy Public Affairs Support 
Element West, Det. Hawaii 

PEARL HARBOR, Hawaii -- A special ceremony was 
held at the USS Utah Memorial on Joint Base Pearl Harbor-
Hickam in memory of a World War II veteran and Pearl 
Harbor survivor. 

The ashes of Chief Warrant Officer (CWO) Harry E. 
Chase returned to Pearl Harbor and were scattered over the 
site of the Utah Memorial, where his remains will now join 
those fifty-four of his fellow shipmates still aboard the 
wreckage. 

"We brought him home to rest," said Elizabeth Price, 
granddaughter of Harry E. Chase. "It was his request that 
when he was gone he wanted to come back here and be with 
his mates." 

Family members including his daughters and 
grandchildren were able to attend the ceremony which 
included a presentation of a flag flown over the memorial. The 
event also included speeches, "Taps," and a three-volley rifle 
salute. 

"Today we honored Pearl Harbor Survivor Harry E. 
Chase for his service during Dec. 7, 1941 aboard USS 
Dobbins," said Capt. Lawrence Scruggs, chief staff officer of 
Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam. "We take Pearl Harbor 
survivors ashes and we scatter them here at the USS Utah 
Memorial to remember their sacrifices and their service and to 
join their shipmates at a ceremony here at the USS Utah with 
their family members." 

Warrant Officer Chase was born July 5, 1919 in 
Baltimore, Md. and was the oldest of seven children. At the 
age of 16 he joined the U.S. Navy after adding a couple years 
to his age on the application. 

On the morning of Dec. 7, 1941 Chase was stationed 
aboard destroyer tender USS Dobbins (AD 3) and had 
scheduled to go teach his first Sunday school class. On his 
way to the boat he was stopped by the sound of Japanese 
aircraft approaching Pearl Harbor. Once he realized Pearl 
Harbor was under the attack he proceeded to his battle station 
which was radio central at the top of the ship. 

Chase spent hours manning his station, preparing and 
monitoring messages between the admiral and destroyers 
under his command in order to get them underway. After 
being relieved of his duties he went to join fellow Sailors 
supplying supplies to other ships. 

He resigned from the Navy in May 1946 and went on to 
become a minister where he served 37 years and retired. 

Jim Taylor, Pearl Harbor Survivors liaison, stated that 
after retiring, Chase participated in many organizations such 
as Navy League, Naval Intelligence Professionals, Navy War 
College and Memorial Foundations, U.S. Naval Institute, and 
Naval Order of the United States. 

"In 2002, Harry communicated with me about having his 
ashes scattered in Pearl Harbor when he died," said Taylor. "I 
promised him the Navy would make his final wish come true. 
He died a hero to both his family and country." 
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29. Peralta's Medal Of Honor Case At DOD, Again 
Posthumous nomination for San Diego Marine on Panetta's desk 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 21 JUN 12) ... Jeanette Steele 

The case for a posthumous Medal of Honor for a San 
Diego Marine killed in Fallujah, Iraq, in 2004 has landed on 
the desk of the U.S. Defense Secretary Leon Panetta. 

Rep. Duncan Hunter, R-Alpine, said he spoke to Navy 
Secretary Ray Mabus last week about the medal upgrade for 
Sgt. Rafael Peralta, 25, who reportedly scooped a grenade 
under his body to save fellow Marines. 

“The Navy’s done with its part, and they’ve given it to the 
office of the secretary of defense,” Hunter said in a telephone 
interview Thursday. “The fact that it even went up to the 
SecDef means that there was new stuff. I think otherwise the 
Navy would have turned it down.” 

A spokeswoman for Mabus said only that the medal 
review is ongoing and that it wouldn’t be appropriate to 
speculate on the outcome. 

Hunter, a Marine officer who served in Fallujah around 
the same year as Peralta, has helped lead the campaign to 
upgrade the sergeant's award. 

Despite being nominated by the Marine Corps for the 
Medal of Honor, the nation’s highest recognition for combat 
valor, Peralta was awarded the Navy Cross after a Pentagon 
panel determined that the Marine was too wounded to have 
deliberately chosen to absorb the grenade blast. 

The decision, announced in 2008, was controversial 
because it contradicted the eyewitness testimony of Marines 
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involved. Peralta’s family has refused to accept the Navy 
Cross, the nation’s second-highest combat award. 

Earlier this year, the entire San Diego congressional 
delegation signed a letter to Mabus asking him to reopen the 
case because of new evidence. 

The new material was a report from an independent 
pathologist who said that despite being previously wounded 
by a bullet to the back of the head, Peralta could have 
knowingly pulled the grenade under his body. 

Additionally, videos of the incident surfaced. One piece 
of footage was obtained by the History Channel for a 2007 
documentary on Peralta, called “Act of Honor,” but wasn’t 
used in the episode. Another, from an additional Marine 
cameraman on the scene, had been lost in Pentagon archives 
until the cameraman and identification numbers for the film 
were located. 

As of mid-March, the materials were being reviewed by 
the Navy Department Board of Decorations and Medals, the 
first step toward possibly upgrading the award. 

In order for the process to continue, Panetta would have 
to reverse the decision of his predecessor Robert Gates. 
President Barack Obama has the final word on Medal of 
Honor determinations. 

In February, the Navy announced that it will name a 
destroyer after Peralta. 

Hunter said he tried to get an indication from Mabus on 
the status of the medal nomination. 

“I was paying attention to voice inflection and everything 
else, trying to get a take on what the decision might have been, 
but I got nothing,” Hunter said, though he added that he is 
encouraged the process has gotten this far. 

“Sometimes the system works, but I’ve seen it not work a 
lot, too,” he said. “I’m waiting to see what happens.” 
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FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
30. Congress To Defense Industry: We Can't Save You 
(NATIONAL DEFENSE 21 JUN 12) ... Sandra Erwin 

Defense hawks on Capitol Hill have tried for months to 
pressure congressional leaders to call off the dreaded deficit-
reduction law that mandates automatic budget cuts of $1.2 
trillion — half for defense — over the next decade. Pro-
defense Republicans on the House Armed Services Committee 
held hearings, hosted town hall meetings and posted videos on 
YouTube. 

Nothing has worked, conceded a panel of lawmakers 
speaking to industry executives and investors June 21 at the 
Bloomberg Government Defense Conference, in Washington, 
D.C. 

The political factions are so far apart that the chances of 
averting the so-called budget sequester before year’s end are 
slim to none, said Rep. James P. Moran, D-Va., who sits on 
the House Appropriations Committee. 

“We're not talking,” Moran said. “There isn’t a deal in 
hand.” 

House Republicans have ruled out raising tax revenues to 
partially offset the cuts. And Democrats have drawn a hard 
line against protecting the defense budget at the expense of 
social services or food stamps. 

It’s time to face the reality that the political process has 
reached a dead end, said Rep. J. Randy Forbes, R-Va., 
chairman of the House Armed Services Committee’s readiness 
subcommittee. 

Politicians’ tired buzzwords such as “let’s be bipartisan 
… let’s put everything on the table” are pointless, said Forbes. 
“Regardless of what you put on the table, right now we don’t 
have a table.” 

The defense industry — which has lobbied intensively 
against the cuts, arguing that they will trigger massive layoffs 
and weaken the U.S. economy — is going to have to be even 
more aggressive, said Rep. Peter Welch, D-Vt., chief deputy 
whip and member of the Homeland Defense and Foreign 
Operations Committee’s national security subcommittee. 

Budget problems that should be solvable are now caught 
in a pitched ideological battle, and even the threat of losing 

defense industry jobs is not enough to end the standoff in 
Washington, Welch said. 

Defense companies need to fight harder, he said. “The 
defense community has more credibility” than other sectors, 
Welch told the Bloomberg conference. “You’re in all of our 
districts, [you provide] real jobs, people want to support a 
strong defense posture. You guys have to go big, go bold. 
That’s my view.” 

As if the news for defense contractors weren’t bad 
enough, panelists noted, efforts to ward off defense cuts also 
face a steep public relations battle as Americans become 
increasingly disengaged from the budget debate. 

“When you talk to the public, there’s a glaze that comes 
across people's eyes when you use the word sequestration, so 
we stopped using it,” said Forbes. But it is not clear that even 
the more people-friendly term, massive defense cuts, gets the 
message across, he said. “This is a political crisis.” 

Although sequestration would amount to about a 10 
percent reduction from the defense budget next year, the pain 
would be borne disproportionately by Pentagon contractors 
because President Obama already directed that all personnel 
accounts be exempt from the automatic cuts. Congress also 
has moved to shelter war funds from sequester. The upshot is 
that the portion of the budget that is not being protected — 
mainly procurement of new equipment, research and 
development — will see a 15 percent cut, said Dov S. 
Zakheim, a former Pentagon comptroller and a senior advisor 
at the Center for Strategic and International Studies. 

Weapon modernization and combat readiness are not high 
priorities, he lamented. “We’re on track to spend more on 
veterans than on active military in the next few years.” 

Zakheim echoed other panelists’ pessimistic outlook. “I 
don’t think this Congress can cut a deal,” he said. “If it could 
it would have done it by now.” 

Defense industry can’t even count on the support of 
defense hawks such as Sen. John McCain, R-Ariz., who 
opposes the automatic cuts but continues to call for the 
termination of big-ticket military programs such as the F-35 
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Joint Strike Fighter, the USS Ford aircraft carrier and the 
Littoral Combat Ship. 

These three programs alone are tens of billions of dollars 
over budget, McCain groused. “The American people should 
be far more angry than they are.” The biggest problem for 
Pentagon today is not budget cuts but the acquisition system, 
McCain said. “Once a program reaches a certain point and has 
enough constituencies around the country you can't stop it. 
Some of these programs need to be stopped.” 

The culture is riven with corruption, said McCain. “We 
have a revolving door between Pentagon and industry … 
There is an environment where overruns are not a major 
concern.” 

McCain has joined Sen. Patty Murray, D-Wash., to draft 
bipartisan legislation that would compel the Obama 
administration to articulate in detail in the coming weeks the 
impact of sequestration cuts, both for defense and non-defense 
programs. 

In their fight against sequestration, defense industry 
leaders have pointed out that the more troublesome issue for 
contractors are not budget cuts per se, but that fact that the 
Pentagon is not planning for the reductions and has not 
provided any clues on what programs might be targeted once 
the ax falls. 

“There is no guidance,” said Brett B. Lambert, deputy 
assistant secretary of defense for manufacturing and industrial 
base policy. 

He recognized that, amid the uncertainty, “people 
gravitate to the most negative behaviors.” 

Lambert’s comments suggested that the Pentagon is not 
overly alarmed by the prospect of suppliers going out of 
business or choosing to exit the defense market as a result of 
the spending cutbacks. 

“[Companies] are part of an economic structure,” Lambert 
said. “My fiduciary responsibility is to the taxpayer and the 
war fighter. Theirs is to the shareholder.” Lambert’s office is 
studying potential “points of failure” in the supplier chain, but 
only will act to protect a vendor if the product it provides is 
absolutely essential and cannot be obtained elsewhere. 

After 10 years of rapid spending growth and with wars 
winding down, the industry has to shrink, said Gordon Adams, 
a former White House budget official and currently professor 
of international relations at American University. 

A fear-mongering campaign about loss of jobs is purely 
political theater, he said. “We are in a defense builddown.” 
Sequester is poor fiscal policy, but “it’s not the end of the 
world.” 

Lambert, in an attempt to lighten the somber mood in the 
audience, compared the budget crisis to Thelma and Louise. 
“It’s a great movie. But it ends poorly.” 
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31. Efficiency Savings Tend To Fall Short Of Goal: Analysts 
(DEFENSE NEWS 21 JUN 12) ... Marcus Weisgerber 

The Pentagon should not count on achieving the $238 
billion in planned savings over the next five years from 
initiatives to operate more efficiently, two Washington 
defense analysts said. 

Historically, “efficiencies typically have yielded only a 
small fraction of the projected savings,” Andrew Krepinevich, 
president of the Center for Strategic and Budgetary 
Assessments (CSBA), said at a June 21 briefing in 
Washington. 

The Pentagon’s 2012 budget request identified $178 
billion in efficiencies over five years. DoD’s 2013 budget 
request targeted an additional $60 billion in efficiencies over a 
five-year period. 

It is very difficult to measure how much efficiency has 
been achieved over the years “because one man’s efficiencies 
are another man’s … budget cut,” Todd Harrison, an analyst at 
CSBA, said at the same briefing. 

“It’s hard to measure how much efficiencies have actually 
saved,” he said. 

Some of the efficiencies are considered high risk by 
Pentagon budget officials, Harrison said, meaning they will 
likely not achieve the desired savings. 

“To achieve that full number [$238 billion] … you have 
to have a perfect success rate in all these efficiency 
initiatives,” Harrison said. “The likelihood of that happening 
is low.” 

In March, Pentagon Comptroller Robert Hale said DoD 
had started organizing the implementation plan for the first 
part of its so-called efficiencies initiative. 

“We now have specific plans, targets; we have people 
assigned for responsibility for making them happen,” he said 
at the time. 

But, Hale noted that the Pentagon had difficulties in 
achieving efficiency savings in the area of capping civilian 
personnel and eliminating contract workers. If the services 
cannot achieve its efficiency goals, they will have to come up 
with the savings, likely from investment accounts, he said. 
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32. McKeon Admits Law That May Trigger Sequester Was a Mistake 
(NATIONAL DEFENSE 21 JUN 12) ... Dan Parsons 

The Budget Control Act, which may result in massive 
defense spending cuts come January, was a mistake, House 
Armed Services Committee Chairman Rep. Buck McKeon. R-
Calif., said June 21. 

Sequestration — which would take $500 billion beyond 
current proposals from the Defense Department budget over 
the next decade — was designed to be “so bad that it’s not 
going to happen,” he told Washington, D.C.-based reporters. 

McKeon responded to a question of whether the initial 
legislation was a mistake. “I would say, yes,” he said. “I can 
easily say that now because we’re past the pressure that was 
forcing us to vote on that. We put ourselves in a very, very bad 
position.” 

McKeon said Republican leadership, especially House 
Speaker Rep. John Boehner, R-Ohio, “assured” members that 
the threat of sequestration would force lawmakers from both 
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parties to reach a compromise on government spending 
reductions. 

A year after the bipartisan “supercommittee” failed to find 
the requisite reductions, nothing has been done to curb 
sequestration, which Defense Department officials have said 
would be “disastrous” for national defense. 

For that reason, many of the Republican members of 
Congress who voted in favor of the Budget Control Act have 
become sequestration’s most outspoken opponents. 

“I think the supercommittee tried, but there is a lack of 
political will in this town to get things done,” McKeon said. 

The gamble backfired, leaving a politically hamstrung 
Congress with little time to work out a solution. With less than 
six months to go before the November elections, McKeon 
said, “self preservation seems to be the most important thing” 
for members whose seats are contested. 

“To think that we have gone as far we have with 
sequestration during a time when we are at war, just boggles 
my mind,” he said. 

That lack of political will is hampering efforts to de-
trigger the automatic cuts, he said. At best, McKeon said 
Congress would decide to delay the enactment of the cuts until 
the next Congress is seated. The lame-duck body convening 
after November’s election likely won't be able to find a 
solution to such a complex and polarizing problem, he said. 

“The only thing I see that’s going to happen is we come 
into a lame-duck session and we push it down the road,” 
McKeon said. “I want to get it solved now, because it’s 
already impacting people’s lives.” 

Industry is already preparing for the potential economic 
consequences, McKeon said. Waiting to delay action until 
after November could cause some businesses to preemptively 
layoff scores of workers or reduce production whether the cuts 
are enacted or not, he said. 

McKeon related a conversation he had with Bob Stevens, 
chief executive officer of Lockheed Martin Corp. in which 
Stevens discussed the impact of sequestration. At least 10 
percent of the company’s 126,000 workers could be laid off if 
the automatic cuts are not de-triggered or delayed before 
October, McKeon said. 

“I know there are jobs out there that these defense 
companies would be hiring for, [but] they’re not,” McKeon 
said. “I know that they’re freezing jobs. I know that they’re 
laying off people.” 

McKeon called for a decision to be made as soon as 
possible. Much of the pressure put on industry could be 
alleviated if companies did not have to prepare for cuts to take 
effect in January, he said. 

“Why put people through that?” he said. “If that’s what 
we’re going to do anyway, let’s do it now. Let’s take some 
pressure off these people.” 

As HASC chairman, McKeon is focused on the impact of 
sequestration on the Defense Department budget, which he 
said would take a disproportionately large hit compared to 
other departments. 

The reality of sequestration hasn't hit home for other non-
defense sectors and programs, he said. “Sooner or later, 
someone is going to start thinking about the $500 billion in 
social spending that’s going to be cut,” he said. 
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33. McCain Opens Door To Revenue Increases To Avoid Sequestration 
(FEDERAL NEWS RADIO 22 JUN 12) ... Jared Serbu 

Sen. John McCain (R-Ariz.), the ranking member on the 
Armed Services Committee, said Thursday that revenue 
increases should be on the table for Congress if it means 
avoiding the automatic cuts to Defense and domestic spending 
that are set to be triggered at the end of this year, a possible 
signal toward a compromise between members of the two 
parties, most of whom agree that sequestration would have 
severe consequences for the military and the broader 
economy. 

McCain said proposals to close tax loopholes and 
eliminate subsidies could serve as the starting point for a 
bargain between Republicans and Democrats to come up with 
$1.2 trillion in 10-year savings called for by the Budget 
Control Act. A bargain along those contours is what's needed 
to avert sequestration unless Congress decides to dispose of 
the deficit-cutting law altogether. 

"Look, the effects of sequestration are devastating," 
McCain told a defense conference in Washington organized 
by Bloomberg Government. "It's so devastating that the 
secretary of Defense will not even contemplate the plans that 
are necessary to implement sequestration." 

Talks Behind Closed Doors 
McCain said groups of Senators are already talking 

behind closed doors looking for a deal. He said he believes the 
door on the Republican side is now open to revenue increases, 
a key demand of Democrats. However, "revenue increases" 
are in the eye of the beholder, he said. 

"[Anti-tax activist Grover] Norquist and my dear friend 
Sen. Tom Coburn (R-Okla.) had a big fight about whether it 
was a tax increase if you eliminated ethanol subsidies," he 
said. "We don't need ethanol subsidies, and we're finally doing 
away with them. Is that a tax increase? I don't think so." 

McCain said he and Sen. Patty Murray (D-Wash.) also 
have reached an agreement to include language in this week's 
farm bill that would require the Obama administration to detail 
exactly which programs the sequestration cuts hit, both in 
defense and non-defense programs. He believes those details 
could stir outrage among constituents and press lawmakers 
toward a deal, and he said it's irresponsible for the 
administration not to have already issued that guidance. 

Sen. Carl Levin (D-Mich.), chairman of the Armed 
Services Committee, said he thinks Congress will ultimately 
come to an agreement, but not before the negative effects of 
sequestration start to manifest themselves. 

"I'm confident there will not be a sequester," he said. "I'm 
not confident that it'll be obvious that it won't happen in time 
to avoid the damage which is done by the prospect of 
sequestration." 

That damage, according to Levin, would include layoffs 
by defense contractors who, under federal law, have to give 
employees 60 days' notice before letting them go. To avoid 
mass layoffs, he said Congress needs to at least send a signal 
to companies and local governments that a deal is within reach 
by this fall. 
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"I think 90 percent of us want to avoid sequestration," he 
said. "There may be 10 percent who are so anti-government 
they don't care, but there are several conversations going on as 
to how we might be able to avoid it. One of those is between 
me, Sen. McCain and a few others. We're trying to figure out 
some way to signal to the economy that there's a determination 
to look at all components of our budget, a determination to 
avoid sequestration, and that revenues are on the table. If we 
can get 10 Republicans and 10 Democrats just to agree in 
principle, I think it would send a positive signal." 

Potentially 1 Million Defense Jobs Lost 
McCain and Levin's concerns about the economic impacts 

of sequestration are based, in part, by studies and estimates the 
defense industry has been circulating. 

Marion Blakey, president and CEO of the Aerospace 
Industries Association said the cuts would lead to the loss of a 
million jobs in and around the defense industrial base. 

"There's 335,000 that are direct within the contractor 
defense community, but then you have the ripple effect of the 
ancillary jobs that are tied into those and are supported by 
those. You very quickly get to a million," she said. "That's 
without taking into account the uniformed military that will 
drop in the course of this, and it's without taking into account 
all of the domestic spending cuts to federal agencies. You put 
that all together, and we really do think we have several 
million jobs that are at stake." 

Rep. Jim Moran, a Northern Virginia Democrat who sits 
on the House Appropriations subcommittee on Defense and 
whose district includes many defense contractors large and 
small, said he's in agreement that sequestration would be a 
disaster. But he's far less optimistic about avoiding it than are 
McCain or Levin. "They're proceeding under the assumption 
that the House is as rational as the Senate. I don't share that 
view anymore," he said." 

Moran said there are many reasons for his lack of 
optimism. For one, Republican leaders on the House side 
remain opposed to revenue increases as part of a potential 

deal. There are also the budget bills the House has already 
passed. 

"We have 12 appropriations bills, and none of them are 
acceptable to the Senate," he said. 

The White House has also issued statements opposing 
several of the appropriations measures. 

Moran said unlike the quiet preliminary deal making that 
McCain and Levin described in the Senate, Republicans and 
Democrats in the House aren't close to coming to the table. 

"We're not even talking to each other anymore," he said. 
"We've got two different camps. Republicans wake up, read 
the Drudge Report and put on Fox News. Democrats get up, 
read the New York Times and listen to NPR, and then we 
don't talk to each other. It's worse than it's been in the 20 years 
I've been in the Congress, and for that reason, we haven't been 
able to reach any kind of agreement." 

Sequestration "Overhyped" 
But Gordon Adams, a professor of international relations 

at American University who oversaw defense spending for the 
Office of Management and Budget in the 1990s said the worry 
about sequestration is overhyped. 

While he agrees that budget cuts on autopilot are a 
horrible way to manage a defense drawdown and said he 
believes Congress will indeed find a way to cancel 
sequestration, he said much of the debate over the issue is 
"political theater." 

"Sequester is a miserable way to manage anything. That 
said, it is manageable," he said. "It's not going to happen 
without pain, but it is manageable. It will depend on how you 
move outlays, because the issue is outlays, not budget 
authority, so it has forward effects that you can move around. 
It's a terrible way to do defense planning, there's no question 
about it. But it's not the end of the world. We've doubled the 
defense budget in the last 10 years, and even if sequestration 
happens, we'll be back at roughly 2007 levels of defense 
spending. It's a very ugly way to get there, but it's not the end 
of the world." 
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34. Study Says Pentagon Budget Cuts Would Destroy 1 Million Jobs 
(WASHINGTON POST 22 JUN 12) ... Lori Montgomery 

Across-the-board budget cuts set to hit the Pentagon in 
January would destroy nearly 1 million jobs by 2014, with 
Virginia, California and Texas absorbing the biggest hits, 
according to an analysis released Thursday by the National 
Association of Manufacturers. 

The job losses would probably include about 750,000 
private-sector positions, including about 100,000 jobs in 
manufacturing, even as President Obama is promoting 
manufacturing as key to the nation’s economic recovery. 

The report is the latest in a growing heap of studies 
warning of dire economic consequences if policymakers fail to 
avert about $100 billion in cuts to the Pentagon and non-
defense programs next year. The cuts, known as a budget 
“sequester,” were adopted last summer as part of a deal to rein 
in the soaring national debt. 

In recent weeks, separate analyses by George Mason 
University, the Bipartisan Policy Center and the aerospace 
industry have reached similar conclusions about the impact of 
the cuts on jobs and unemployment. More studies are 

undoubtedly on the way. On Thursday, the Senate approved a 
bipartisan plan to require the Obama administration to say 
how it would implement the cuts and to detail the impact on 
the Pentagon and other federal agencies. If the measure passes 
the House, a report on the defense reductions would be due in 
August. 

The defense cuts are of particular concern to 
manufacturers — not just big defense contractors such as 
Boeing and Lockheed Martin but also hundreds of smaller 
firms in their supply chains. The NAM study, which was 
conducted by the Interindustry Forecasting Project at the 
University of Maryland, projects that the aerospace industry 
could lose 3.4 percent of its jobs by 2015 because of 
downsizing at the Pentagon. Shipbuilders could shed 3.3 
percent of their workforce by 2014. And the search and 
navigation equipment industry could see employment drop by 
nearly 10 percent by 2016. 

Taken together, the January cuts and defense cuts already 
required under budget caps approved last summer could cost 
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the nation as many as 1.1 million jobs by the end of 2014, the 
peak year for job losses, according to study projections. 

California, Virginia and Texas would suffer the most, 
with each state shedding more than 100,000 jobs. The study 
predicts that Florida, New York, Maryland, Georgia, Illinois, 
Pennsylvania and North Carolina would round out the top 10. 

Increasingly panicky industry representatives are 
lobbying Congress to block the cuts, as well as a massive tax 
increase that is also set to hit in January as the George W. 
Bush-era tax cuts expire. 

NAM representatives went to Capitol Hill on Thursday 
with a delegation that included Barry DuVal, the president of 

the Virginia Chamber of Commerce, who declared that one 
out of five jobs in Virginia is connected to defense. They also 
took Della Williams, the chief executive of Williams-Pyro 
Inc., a five-decade-old Fort Worth firm that makes an array of 
products for the military. 

Williams said that she isn’t laying off people yet but that 
her 92 employees are growing increasingly nervous about 
working in an industry that they view as “a sinking ship.” 
Although the federal government needs to balance the budget, 
she said, “sequestration is surgery with a chain saw.” 
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35. U.S. Expects Record $60 Billion In Arms Sales In 2012 
(REUTERS 21 JUN 12) ... Jim Wolf 

WASHINGTON -- U.S. arms exports are headed for a 
record $60 billion this year, but in coming years will probably 
return to the recent norm of about half that sum, a senior 
Pentagon official said Thursday. 

Foreign military sales "likely will go to $60 billion" in 
fiscal 2012 ending September 30, said Richard Genaille, 
deputy director of the Pentagon's Defense Security 
Cooperation Agency, which brokers such government-to-
government deals. 

He told a conference hosted by Bloomberg Government 
that there were no indications that overseas sales would budge 
much in the next several years from roughly $30 billion, 
where they tended to settle since 2008. 

This year's total was swelled by a record $29.4 billion sale 
to Saudi Arabia of up to 84 advanced Boeing Co F-15 fighter 
jets plus upgrades of 70 older F-15s as well as munitions, 
spare parts, training, maintenance and logistics. 

Also contributing was a sale to Japan, valued at about $10 
billion, of a planned 42 Lockheed Martin Corp radar-evading 
F-35 Joint Strike Fighter aircraft. 

Genaille said the Defense Security Cooperation Agency is 
currently handling 13,000 foreign military sales cases valued 
at about $385 billion. 

Demand remained strongest, he said, for U.S. fighter 
aircraft, transports and attack helicopters plus command-
control, communications, computers, intelligence, surveillance 
and reconnaissance gear, including remotely piloted aircraft. 

U.S. arms makers, which also include Northrop Grumman 
Corp, Raytheon Co and General Dynamics Corp, increasingly 
are looking to foreign markets to help offset what will be at 
least a flattening of Pentagon spending required by U.S. 
deficit-cutting measures. 

But overseas markets will not be rich enough to make up 
for potential deep cuts in Pentagon spending, said Marion 
Blakey, president of the Aerospace Industries Association, the 
industry's chief trade group. 

"We're not looking at the kind of overall pool that makes 
it possible to offset the kind of defense cuts we have now, 
much less sequestration," she told Reuters after speaking to 
the conference. 

Sequestration refers to automatic across-the-board budget 
cuts, which could amount to roughly 10 percent of the 
Pentagon's budget, due to take effect on January 2, 2013, 
unless lawmakers agree on a last-ditch plan to trim the deficit 
by $1.2 trillion. 
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36. Cloud Formation Discovery Expected To Impact Future Military Operations 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 21 JUN 12) ... John J. Joyce, Naval Surface Warfare Dahlgren Division 

DAHLGREN, Va. -- A newly discovered radar capability 
to detect individual cloud hydrometeors in the free atmosphere 
can impact future performance of combat systems and military 
decision making, Navy scientists announced June 21. 

The technical details of the capability - made possible 
with a very high-resolution Doppler radar - are expounded in a 
paper entitled "Radar Observations of Individual Rain Drops 
in the Free Atmosphere" published in the Proceedings of the 
National Academy of Sciences journal May 28. 

"This series of experiments demonstrate classic science," 
said Dr. Mark Anderson, a Naval Surface Warfare Center 
Dahlgren Division (NSWCDD) principal systems scientist 
who co-authored the paper. "The Navy's ultimate hope in 
understanding these cloud formations is to improve the 
description and forecasting of severe weather which in-turn 
would help the Navy and DoD (Department of Defense) in 
evaluating systems performance and in day-to-day decision 
making." 

The Naval Research Laboratory (NRL) multi-agency 
study revealed the unexpected and is improving scientists' 
understanding of the dynamics and structure of cloud systems. 

"The signal processing of the radar returns revealed that 
these cloud details led to the unanticipated observations of 
individual rain drops - a first ever observation through remote 
sensing means," explained Anderson. 

A team of specialists - spanning an area of expertise from 
cloud physics and dynamics to radar theory, design, and 
applications - coordinated the series of weather experiments 
with the Naval Ordinance Test Unit, the Federal Aviation 
Administration, the Cape Canaveral Air Force Station Facility, 
and NASA between 2008 and 2010. 

Atmospheric remote sensing has played a pivotal role in 
the increasingly sophisticated representation of clouds in the 
numerical models used to assess global and regional climate 
change. 



 28

This modeling is successful because the bulk cloud 
properties are based on statistical analysis of the returned 
microwave signals scattered by diverse particles comprised of 
numerous, perhaps billions, of cloud hydrometeors illuminated 
within a given radar pulse volume. 

"The study has shown that it is now possible to combine 
bulk measurements with nearly simultaneous measurements of 
the individual cloud particles themselves," said the NRL 
study's lead author, Dr. Jerome Schmidt. 

Schmidt and his team of scientists hope that such 
coupling with a single instrument will lead to new 
understanding of the dynamics and structure of the cloud 
systems that exert a strong control on our everyday weather 
and long-term climate. 

They expect their research to motivate the design of new 
weather research radars which will help unlock remaining 
secrets of cloud and precipitation formation such as the 
development and movement of large hail stones which lead to 
over a billion dollars in damage annually to crops and property 
in the United States alone. 

"The original intent of the study was to establish methods 
that accurately measure NRL's ability to predict various forms 
of stormy weather and cloud liquid and ice water content," 
said Anderson. "As the experiments progressed, the team 
began to realize that they were observing cloud structures with 
a radar at the unprecedented range resolution of 0.5 meters - a 
world's best." 

In addition to studying the properties of various cloud 
systems, the experiments evaluated the ability of the U.S. 
Navy's Mid-Course Radar to retrieve information on the 
internal cloud flow and precipitation structure. 

The team used an instrumented research aircraft to 
conduct field projects during the height of the Florida summer 
convective season to collect radar data, launch weather 
balloons and collect "in situ" (in position) cloud data. 

The scientists documented other features of the local 
cloud systems using a variety of complimentary surface-based 
sensors and cameras which continually monitor the sky 
conditions and guide the placement of the aircraft and the 
high-resolution radar beam. 

The result of one study captured the structure of a deep 
convective cloud system as it passed over the vertically 
pointed radar and revealed both the bulk radar reflectivity 
structure and the nature of individual rain drops which appear 
as linear streaks while traversing the narrow radar beam on 
their way to the surface. 

The multi-agency effort included scientists from NRL's 
Marine Meteorology Division, NSWCDD Strategic and 
Weapon Control Systems Department, the Scripps Institution 
of Oceanography, Johns Hopkins University Applied Physics 
Laboratory, L-3 Electronics Corp., Radar Technology 
Specialists Corp., Weather Modification, Inc., and students 
from universities as far away as the Institute of Geophysics 
located at the University of Warsaw, Poland. 
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37. Drone Dogfights By 2015? U.S. Navy Preps For Futuristic Combat 
Researchers at the Naval Postgraduate School are trying to figure out how to develop a system that pits two 
huge teams of autonomous drones against each other. 
(CNET 21 JUN 12) ... Daniel Terdiman 

MONTEREY, Calif.--Imagine an aerial dogfight of epic 
proportions: Fifty aircraft on a side, each prowling the sky for 
advantage over dozens of adversaries. 

If Timothy Chung has his way, such a battle could take 
place over Southern California by 2015. But before you worry 
that war is coming to American soil, you should know that 
Chung's vision is really about a high-tech game of Capture the 
Flag played by as many as a hundred small, lightweight 
unmanned aerial vehicles playing their role in a grand 
challenge of an experiment. 

Chung is an assistant professor in the Systems 
Engineering department at the Naval Postgraduate School 
here, and one of his long-term projects is figuring out ways to 
help the U.S. military maintain an advantage in a world where 
aerial drones have dropped so much in price and complexity 
that there is substantial concern our enemies could soon have 
the ability to use them as weapons against us in combat. 

That's why Chung's Advanced Robotics Systems 
Engineering Lab -- ARSENL for short -- has been working for 
some time now on developing a swarm of low-cost, 
lightweight autonomous flying vehicles known as Aerial 
Battle Bots that are designed to work together against a 
common foe. That's particularly true, he explained to me when 
I visited his lab yesterday as part of my CNET Road Trip 2012 
project, because there is no reason to think that America's 
enemies might not also be able to field their own swarm of 50 
UAVs. 

Already, Chung and his interns and master's students -- 
have pieced together a small swarm of about a dozen UAVs -- 
essentially commodity radio-controlled flying machines called 
Unicornthat have been retrofitted with onboard computers and 
other gear in order to take their places in the larger group. He 
hopes that by this August, he and his team will be able to get 
the vehicles flying and be able to start experimenting with 
getting them working together, as well as facing off. 

And while Chung and his charges are a long way from the 
Navy's actual battlefields, his role at the Naval Postgraduate 
School is to immerse his students -- currently a group of nine 
from departments as diverse as physics, information sciences, 
operations research, and systems engineering -- in the kind of 
new technologies that they can eventually use to influence 
their own commanders or other decision makers. 

As Chung puts it, "One of the key challenges [the Navy 
faces] is having its technology keep up with the pace of 
progress. The goal is having students be able to anticipate that 
pace of progress." 

More Astronauts Than Any Other University 
Tucked away in Monterey, on California's gorgeous 

central coast about two hours south of San Francisco, the 
Naval Postgraduate School isn't on every military aficionado's 
radar. But there's some good arguments for why it should be. 

For one, the school has graduated more astronauts than 
any other American university. Each year, it awards about 
1,200 degrees, the vast majority of which are master's. 
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Students come from throughout the American military, as well 
as from dozens of other countries. 

Founded as the School of Marine Engineering at the 
Naval Academy in Annapolis, Md. in 1909, it moved to 
Monterey in 1949 and opened its doors as the Naval 
Postgraduate School in 1951. Today, it operates four schools -
- The Graduate School of Business and Public Policy; the 
Graduate School of Engineering and Applied Sciences; the 
Graduate School of Operational and Information Sciences; and 
the School of International Graduate Studies. It also runs four 
research institutes -- The MOVES Institute for Defense 
Modeling and Simulation; the Wayne E. Meyer Institute of 
Systems Engineering; the Cebrowski Institute for Innovation 
and Information Superiority; and the National Security 
Institute. All work on "military-related priority projects for the 
Navy and the Department of Defense," according to an official 
brochure. 

Back in Chung's lab, he explained that as he and his 
students work toward his eventual goal of putting opposing 
swarms of battling UAVs in the skies, they've realized that 
though the Unicorns can be launched by hand, it's wouldn't be 
at all practical to require a team to get 50 of them up in the air 
that way. 

That's because the vehicles have short-lived batteries, and 
by the time the 50th was airborne, the first would probably 
already be ready to fall back to Earth. 

But that's no problem. One of his students, it turns out, 
has devised a launching mechanism made out of PVC pipe 
and bungie cords that could be set up in advance and used to 
quickly get dozens of the UAVs up and flying. 

And in fact, he added, even DARPA is grappling with the 
question of the right ratio of personnel to devices like this. 
Clearly, it's not efficient to require one person for each UAV, 
but neither can you ask one person to tackle dozens. Chung 
has a theory that the best way might be to have one 
commander running all logistics, and about a dozen people to 
man all other tasks. But then again, maybe the way to go is to 
have five people each responsible for ten UAVs. The idea is to 
find the right balance and see if it is scalable. 

So far, though, no one has yet figured out how to 
apportion resources. Still, by calling them "Battle Bots," 
Chung hopes he can get a lot of people interested in attacking 
-- and solving -- these problems. "If you put 'battle' in the 
title," he grinned, "people get fired up." 

Naturally, the school isn't the only one that is addressing 
problems like these. In fact, Chung imagines that students at 
the Air Force Institute of Technology are also trying to figure 
out the best way to develop swarming UAVs and may have 
altogether different approaches. But rather than work in a 
vacuum, he envisions eventual duels between his swarms and 
their swarms that can teach both sides the advantages of each 
others' algorithms and platforms. That way, they can develop a 
cooperative library of knowledge. 

By 2015, then, he's hoping that all comers will congregate 
at the California Army National Guard's Camp Roberts in 
Paso Robles, Calif., a huge facility with closed airspace, for a 
bracket-style tournament to see whose UAV army is the best. 
"We can challenge other schools," Chung said, "but what 
we're really providing is a test bed where people can come and 
innovate." 

View Gallery (18 Photos) 
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BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
38. First Blue Angel Set To Roar Into City On Tuesday 
(PORTSMOUTH (NH) HERALD 22 JUN 12) ... Charles McMahon 

PORTSMOUTH — Aviation enthusiasts should expect 
some activity in the skies overhead Tuesday, June 26, as the 
early arrival of the U.S. Navy Blue Angels is sure to make 
some noise over the Seacoast. 

According to airport manager Bill Hopper, Blue Angel 7 
will arrive at Portsmouth International Airport at Pease around 
5 p.m. Tuesday. The visit comes only days before the Service 
Credit Union Boston-Portsmouth Air Show, scheduled for 
June 30-July 1. 

The exact arrival time of the first Angel is not set in stone, 
said Hopper, calling it a "moving target." 

Blue Angel 7 Lt. Mark Tedrow of Willow Grove, Pa., 
serves as the narrator for the team during flight 
demonstrations. Tedrow arrived in Portsmouth in late 
November aboard an F/A-18 Hornet to build interest in the 
upcoming air show. 

The entire team is expected to arrive Wednesday, June 27. 
The Blue Angels are the featured performers, followed by 

the show's second jet demonstration group, the Black 
Diamond Jet Team. Other performers include the U.S. Army 
Golden Knights parachute team, air show legend Sean D. 
Tucker, aerobatic superstar Michael Goulian, wingwalker Jane 
Wicker and the KC-135 Stratotanker. 

The Blue Angels last appeared on the Seacoast at the 
2010 air show, which drew 70,000 spectators. The U.S. Air 
Force Thunderbirds headlined the 2011 air show last August. 

As in years past, the show is being jointly produced by the 
Daniel Webster Council, Boy Scouts of America and the Brain 
Injury Association of New Hampshire. The organizations, 
along with more than 30 other local not-for-profit groups, will 
benefit from the show. 
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39. Former Navy Base In Transformation To Renewable Energy Hub 
(BANGOR (ME) DAILY NEWS 21 JUN 12) ... Christopher Cousins 

BRUNSWICK, Maine — The former Brunswick Naval 
Air Station could become a center for the research and 
development of green energy solutions that benefit tenants at 

the former base with lower electricity costs if plans that have 
been in the works for several years move forward. 

The former base, which is now known as Brunswick 
Landing: Maine’s Center for Innovation, is in the process of 
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transferring from ownership by the Department of Defense to 
private hands. Steve Levesque, executive director of the 
Midcoast Regional Redevelopment Authority, said 
approximately 70 percent of the land there will have been 
turned over by the Navy by next week. 

Today, the property is rife with contrasts between 
gleaming new and renovated buildings and former military 
facilities that for the most part haven’t been altered since the 
Navy moved out a year ago. One thing the Navy left behind is 
a closed-loop electricity delivery system that Levesque said 
opens the door for an ambitious project that years from now 
could result in a private electrical grid where electricity is 
generated on-site and sold to tenants at rates cheaper than 
what is available almost anywhere else. 

“This isn’t sexy stuff,” said Levesque. “But it could 
become a major advantage.” 

The idea of creating a renewable energy center at 
Brunswick Landing traces back to the BNAS Reuse Master 
Plan, which was developed several years ago as a guiding 
document in the redevelopment of the base. Between then and 
now, the base redevelopment authority has been 
systematically setting the groundwork for the construction of a 
power generation plant on the property, an effort which has 
benefitted from $500,000 in grants from the Economic 
Development Administration, the Environmental Protection 
Agency and the Maine Technology Institute. 

With planning and feasibility studies for the project 
wrapping up, Levesque said the Midcoast Regional 
Redevelopment Authority, or MRRA, is beginning 
conversations with various entities that are interested in 
building a renewable energy generation plant on the property, 
involving either forest products or natural gas, which is 
already piped onto the property. 

The power generated by the plant would benefit tenants 
within the BNAS property, but the electrical grid it sends 
electricity through also could be a major advantage to 
researchers aiming to test new power-generation technologies 
in a closed-loop system. Those technologies could involve 
everything from solar and wind power to emerging ways of 
converting animal waste into energy. 

“We want to be a living laboratory of new technologies,” 
said Levesque. 

The MRRA is working with consultant group 
Environmental Energy and Technology Council of Maine, or 
E2Tech, to identify possible business partners in the energy 
generation venture. Levesque said those talks are so 
preliminary that he doesn’t know whether the partner will be a 
nonprofit agency, private business, or perhaps the MRRA 
itself. Regardless, he hopes that the at least 5-gigawatt energy 
generation plant will be up and running as soon as two years 
from now. 

As it stands, the MRRA buys electricity in bulk and 
meters it out to tenants in the closed-loop system for about 8 
cents per kilowatt hour, which is a significant discount from 
the cost most residents and businesses in Maine already pay. 
Levesque said the on-site energy generation project could 
push that rate even lower. 

Levesque said the project is part of a larger goal of 
making Brunswick Landing a place where new technologies 
can be developed and tested, and making the property as self-
sustaining as possible. Part of that effort has involved creating 
efficiencies on the base, such as swapping out sodium-arc 
street lighting for LED lights, upgrading heating systems and 
emphasizing green construction techniques in new buildings. 
One example of the latter initiative is unfolding in the form of 
a building under construction by Molnlycke Health Care. 
Levesque said that building is maximizing the use of energy-
efficient technology as much as possible. 

Not far away, a group of businesses including Dow 
Corning, a company named Dryvit and others are installing a 
cutting-edge insulation technology on what in years past was 
the BNAS veterinary clinic. Steve Altum of Dow Corning and 
Roland Serino of Dryvit were at the site Thursday with a crew 
that was installing energy-efficient windows and a new 
sheathing that uses vacuum pressure to achieve an insulation 
rating of around R-30. An inch-thick layer of the new material 
can accomplish what eight inches of fiberglass insulation can, 
said Serino. 

Altum said once construction is complete in July, data 
will be collected for a year to determine the effectiveness of 
the new system. 

Levesque said he hopes to see more projects like the one 
at the former vet clinic. But movement on that project and 
many others could be in jeopardy if the MRRA is unable to 
access bond funding that the Legislature and Maine voters 
approved in 2009. Gov. Paul LePage has said he won’t issue 
those bonds until perhaps 2014, when the state is in better 
fiscal health — unless the agencies in line for the funding 
make compelling cases. 

Levesque said Brunswick Landing is in line for about 
$1.8 million in bond proceeds, which in turn will trigger 
another $1.7 million in matching funds from the Economic 
Development Administration. That money is earmarked for 
safety and building code improvements at several buildings, as 
well as the demolition of other structures. But Levesque said 
the MRRA hasn’t given up on receiving the bond funding in 
the short term because LePage has said he is open to being 
convinced of the money’s necessity. 

“He didn’t say an absolute ‘no,’” said Levesque. “He just 
wants to make sure the bond money is absolutely necessary.” 
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40. Liberty Mutual To Sponsor Free Public School Field Trips To USS Constitution Museum 
(BOSTON GLOBE 21 JUN 12) 

Boston-based Liberty Mutual Insurance will sponsor all 
public school visits to the USS Constitution Museum from 
Sept. 2012 to June 2015, thus allowing for free field trips for 
students of all ages, in and outside of Massachusetts, the 
museum said. 

The USS Constitution Museum recently opened an 
interactive exhibit called the “Old Ironsides 1812 Discovery 
Center,” which features computer activities simulating 
shipboard life, interactive lessons about the War of 1812 and 
its major events, and a feedback wall that enables visitors to 
deliver their own messages. 
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In a statement, Liberty Mutual president and chief 
executive David Long said: “By keeping alive the inspiring 
story of ‘Old Ironsides’ and its crew, the USS Constitution 
Museum has developed a range of innovative programs that 
teach our children about teamwork and service. As a Boston-
based company that advocates these same values, we feel the 

best way to support the Constitution’s legacy is to ensure 
students can experience these life lessons, first hand.” 

Liberty Mutual Insurance employs more than 45,000 
people around the world. As of Dec. 31, it had $117.1 billion 
in consolidated assets, $99.3 billion in consolidated liabilities, 
and $34.7 billion in annual consolidated revenue. 
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41. Pentagon To Update Japan On Probes Into Osprey Crashes 
(KYODO NEWS 21 JUN 12) 

WASHINGTON -- The U.S. Defense Department said 
Thursday it will update Japanese officials Friday on the 
progress on its probes into two crashes involving Osprey 
transport aircraft. 

"The Department of Defense tomorrow will brief a 
Japanese delegation here at the Pentagon on the recent events 
involving the MV-22 and CV-22 Osprey aircraft," Pentagon 
spokesman George Little told reporters. 

The briefing will provide Japan with "information 
surrounding the June 13 accident of an Air Force CV-22 in 
Florida as well as a status update on the investigation 
process," Little said, adding the Pentagon will also inform 
Tokyo of the results of the initial investigation into a fatal 

crash in April in Morocco involving the Marine Corps MV-22 
Osprey. 

"This is a tangible demonstration of how seriously the 
Department of Defense takes the issue and inquiries made by 
the government of Japan on this matter," he added. 

The two crashes have fueled safety concerns and local 
opposition over the planned deployment of the MV-22 
Ospreys at the Marine Corps' Futenma Air Station in Japan's 
Okinawa Prefecture. 

Little also reiterated that the Osprey is "a highly capable 
aircraft with an excellent operational safety record." The U.S. 
Air Force and Marine Corps are continuing flight operations 
with the CV-22 and MV-22 around the world, he said. 
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NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
42. The Enduring Allure Of Tall Ships 
(CNN 21 JUN 12) ... Stina Backer 

They were the transport of choice for explorers and 
pirates alike, but tall ships are today far from ancient relics of 
a bygone era. 

Their billowing sails, towering masts and long wooden 
hulls continue to draw enthusiastic crowds at an ever-growing 
number of classic sailing events around the world, and a new 
tall ship travel industry has grown to satisfy the adventure-
hungry sailing enthusiast with a potent sense of nostalgia. 

Indeed, this year's nautical calendar is a testament to the 
enduring appeal of these beautifully crafted vessels. 

Just last month, a fleet of tall ships invaded the Manhattan 
harbor in a dramatic celebration that marked 200 years since 
the "War of 1812" -- the three-year conflict between the 
burgeoning American nation and the British Empire. 

A week later the reigning monarch of the British 
Commonwealth, Queen Elizabeth II, celebrated her Diamond 
Jubilee by staging London's largest ever flotilla, a spectacular 
river pageant featuring more than 1,000 vessels - including 
hundreds of tall ships. 

Maritime enthusiasts who visit London during the 
Olympics will be able to satiate their seafaring desires by 
sailing down the river Thames past four key Olympic venues 
on one of 16 tall ships brought in especially for the event. 

The biggest of them all will be the three-masted 
"Oosterschelde," a Dutch cargo carrier built in 1918 that was 
converted into a modern sailing boat in the 1930s. 

It is one of many that 63-year-old tall ship entrepreneur 
Adam Purser has on his books. He started his business, 
"Classic Sailing," with wife Debbie in 1996 following decades 
dreaming of a life at sea. 

"I've wanted to be a tall ship captain ever since I was a 
young boy," said Purser, who grew up on the south west coast 
of England. 

"The first time I saw a tall ship was in 1966. A few 
friends and I had raced out in a dinghy to watch the second 
ever tall ship race held on the south coast and we got caught in 
between two (of them)," he said. 

"It was like being surrounded by a world of canvas. I 
guess it got under my skin somehow because I have never 
forgotten that moment," recalled Purser, who sold his 
dollhouse business to fund the purchase for the couple's first 
classic boat. 

The Pursers' company, which started as a one-boat charter 
affair, is now one of the most popular tall ship and classic 
sailing travel agencies in the world. They specialize in 
organizing "hands on" sailing trips for people who crave 
adventure and "dare to step outside their comfort zones and do 
something thrilling and new." 

The couple organize about 450 trips a year; some lasting 
only a day, others taking their amateur crews on three month-
long journeys, crossing several oceans. Business, they say, is 
booming. 

Their fastest selling excursion this year -- taking its 
passengers from the Canadian island of Newfoundland to 
Britain via Greenland and Iceland, on a 55 meter-long replica 
of an old barque (a sailing vessel with three or more masts) 
called "Lord Nelson" -- sold out in three days. Other popular 
trips include a two-month voyage from South America to 
South Africa via Antarctica. 

However, the highlight of the Pursers' summer will take 
place slightly closer to home. In July, the couple will sail 
seven of their boats to France for the 20th year of the 
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renowned maritime festival "Les Tonnerres de Brest," in 
Brittany. 

"There is no other festival quite like it if you like classic 
boats," said Purser. "Everywhere you look there are tall ships 
and the atmosphere is fantastic. There is good food and music 
and you get to race your ships along a beautiful coastline. I 
wouldn't miss it for the world," he said. 

As all tall ship and classic sailing holidays demand some 
physical work, the recommended lower age limit is set at 11, 
but there is no upper boundary. 

"We have had people in their eighties come and sail with 
us, but we don't really have a typical customer. Most people 
find us online because they are sitting at their computers at 
work dreaming of a different and more adventurous life," said 
Purser, who believes the popularity of tall ships is linked 
closely to their ability to evoke a range of emotions in people. 

"Sailing on a tall ship is undeniably romantic," he added. 
Indeed, the term "tall ship" itself reputedly stems from 

"Sea-Fever," a poem written in 1902 by English Poet Laureate 
John Masefield. It reads: 

"I must go down to the seas again, to the lonely sea and 
the sky. And all I ask is a tall ship and a star to steer her by." 

The solitude of the sea and sky that Masefield describes 
continues to intoxicate modern-day sailors. 

"It's quite telling that many of our customers are solo 
travelers. For a lot of people, going away on a trip like this is 
about fulfilling a dream or testing themselves in one way or 
another," Purser said. 

One of these repeat solo sailors is Claire Giles from 
England, who has been on more than 20 classic sailing trips 
around Europe. 

"The reason I love it so much and keep coming back is 
because it challenges me as a person and as a woman. The 
feeling you get from sailing without modern technology is 
nothing but empowering," said Giles, who is the mother of 
three young boys. 

"I love my family dearly but for me these trips are my 
escape. They give me a tremendous sense of freedom and 
adventure and they are my way of re-connecting with myself," 
said the 47-year-old, who recently got a "discreet little tattoo" 
of a boat on her shoulder as a symbol of her love for sailing. 

Giles, and many of her fellow travelers, are driven by the 
desire to keep the memory of these enigmatic ships alive. 

"You don't want to see these beautiful boats sit in a 
museum, you want to use them -- otherwise they are just going 
to rot away. They can and should be used for the purpose they 
were built for." 
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43. Trained By SEALs 
(TIME 02 JUL 12) ... Sean Gregory 

When a Navy SEAL tells you to get wet, you'd better soak 
yourself real good. 

That was a lesson the U.S. Olympic sailing team learned 
the hard way last March during a surprise training session with 
the SEALs, who ordered the athletes into a frigid Colorado 
Springs lake. Since it was about 40F outside, some sailors 
didn't exactly charge into the water like summer campers--or 
even dunk their heads. When they returned to shore, teeth 
chattering, a SEAL asked Zach Railey, a silver medalist in 
Beijing, a question: "Does wet hair move?" No, Railey replied. 
The SEAL blew on one of Railey's female teammates' dry 
ponytail. It wisped. So the SEALs marched the team back into 
the drink to freeze their asses off some more. 

If the U.S. sailors collect medals in London, they can give 
some thanks to the SEALs. Over the past two years, the killer 
elite unit has put eight Olympic teams through the kind of 
agonizing trials a SEAL encounters in BUD/S (basic 
underwater demolition/SEAL) classes. It's logical that athletes 
in endurance sports such as cycling and rowing would undergo 
a SEAL initiation, but the matchup of Special Ops and sailing-
-with its soft, country-club image--seems less intuitive. In 
truth, though, Olympic-level sailors need amazing dexterity 
and the ability to make critical decisions in changing 
conditions in order to guide dinghies through wind and rough 
waves. "No matter what the sport is, you want to take athletes 
out of their comfort zone," says Wendy Borlabi, a 
psychologist with the United States Olympic Committee who 
forged the partnership with the SEALs after she joined the 
USOC in early 2010. "The SEALs are a natural fit." 

Likewise, many Olympians may be a natural fit for the 
SEALs, which is why the Navy sees these training drills as a 
recruiting tool worth the taxpayer investment. "I'd be lying if I 
said we weren't interested in our community getting some 

awareness from these programs," says Rob Stella, chief 
special-warfare operator for the SEALs. (Since women can't 
become SEALs, the Navy hopes they talk up the experience to 
their male peers.) Stella says four Olympians who worked out 
with the SEALs have made plans to sign up after the 2012 
Games. (Swimmer Larsen Jensen, a silver medalist in Athens, 
enlisted after winning bronze at the Beijing Olympics, though 
he did not train with the SEALs beforehand.) 

SEAL sessions usually begin in a classroom setting with a 
lesson on mental toughness that stresses visualization, setting 
microgoals--in which you focus intensely on the task in front 
of you--with positive self-talk and breathing exercises that 
decrease anxiety. Then the SEALs deliver the pain. The 
officers drilled 42 sailors the first day; only 18 finished all the 
tasks. Some were sobbing. "Everything they do is pretty much 
the worst thing they can make us do," says Lauren Crandall, 
captain of the U.S. field-hockey team, which also worked out 
with the SEALs. "It's just flipping tires, carrying logs, doing 
more push-ups, doing more push-ups, doing more push-ups. 
Then if you lose, you do more push-ups." 

The SEALs directed the field-hockey team to jump into 
the cold Pacific Ocean, then roll in the sand, a drill known not 
so fondly as the sugar cookie. At a follow-up session at the 
inland Olympic-training center near San Diego, the players 
relaxed a bit. At least we'll avoid the ocean, the women 
thought. Instead, the SEALs took the ocean to them. At a 5 
a.m. session, the players spotted boats lined up on a beach-
volleyball court. "They filled the boats up with water," says 
Crandall. "Chief Stella--bless his heart--was nice enough to 
buy $100 worth of ice." Cookie time. 

Stella gives Crandall and her teammates high marks. 
"These field-hockey girls, they're like the average woman. 
They're petite. They're athletic, but they don't look like some 
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kind of power lifters," he says. "But they were crushing it." It 
included a drill in which six or seven women joined together 
to lift a 230-lb. log over their heads and run a set of relay 
races. Stella has worked out some college-football studs--he 
won't name them--who could not carry out this task. One NFL 
prospect quit on him. Not the field-hockey players. 

On another occasion, after 4 hours of punishment, Stella 
told the players to run 2,500 ft. up the San Miguel Mountain 
near San Diego. When they reached the top, the athletes feared 
they'd have to sprint back down. Instead, the SEALs rewarded 
the women with sandwiches and sports drinks. The group rode 
down the mountain in vans. "It was a little 'attaboy' at the end 
there," says Stella. "We always finish on a high note." 

That high note was sustained at last October's Pan Am 
Games, where the U.S. field-hockey team upset the world's 
top-ranked squad at the time--Argentina--4-2 to qualify for 
London. Stella will give the players one more pep talk before 
the Olympics and will spare them the logs, ice and sugar 
cookies. The military message has stuck. "When you're tired 
and it's the last few minutes of the game and your team needs 
you to score because that's your job, you just need to put on 
this extra game face," says Katie O'Donnell, a field-hockey 
striker. And you can, she adds, "because you've done SEALs. 
You say, I've done it before. Nothing is harder." 
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44. Preventing Military Suicides Focus Of Panel 
(WASHINGTON POST 22 JUN 12) ... Steve Vogel 

Army Capt. Ian Morrison returned from a deployment to 
Iraq in December happy, positive and with dreams of starting 
a family, according to his wife. 

But in March, Rebecca Morrison discovered her husband, 
an Apache attack helicopter pilot and a 2007 graduate of West 
Point, was having trouble sleeping and was growing 
increasingly anxious. 

He soon reported to the emergency clinic on his home 
post at Fort Hood, Tex., which sent him to see the flight 
surgeon, who was unsympathetic, said Rebecca Morrison, but 
prescribed sleep medication. A second flight surgeon 
prescribed an antidepressant. 

On the evening of March 21, Ian Morrison called a 
Defense Department hotline but was placed on hold for more 
than an hour, his wife said. When she returned to their home 
in Copperas Cove, Tex., that evening, she found him dead 
from a self-inflicted gunshot wound. He was 26. “He was one 
of the best and brightest that the Army had,” said Rebecca 
Morrison, 25. “He was the best I had. He tried six times to get 
help. He was failed, and now he’s dead.” 

Morrison was on a panel of surviving family members 
who spoke Thursday afternoon at a military suicide prevention 
conference in Washington held by the Defense Department 
and the Department of Veterans Affairs. 

There were 154 suicides among active-duty troops in the 
first 155 days of the year, according to a recent report from the 
Associated Press, a number that is 50 percent higher than the 
number of U.S. forces killed in action in Afghanistan over that 
period and is the highest rate in 10 years of war. 

A recurring theme from the family members who spoke 
was military services' failure to provide appropriate and timely 
mental health care to service members who had sought help. 

The stories run counter to the prevailing wisdom that the 
biggest hurdle in trying to prevent suicide in the military is the 
stigma associated with seeking help, noted Bonnie Carroll, 
president and founder of Tragedy Assistance Program for 
Survivors (TAPS), a military family organization that put 
together the panel. 

“We were hearing about folks who said, ‘I want to get 
help, I want to be better, I have a lot to live for,’ but were not 
getting that help,” Carroll said. 

Benjamin Harris told the audience of hundreds of 
conference attendees — most from the VA and Defense — 
how his brother, Marine Lance Cpl. Michael Harris, had 
symptoms of post-traumatic stress after returning from 
Afghanistan in August. When the Marine admitted during a 
visit to a clinic at Camp Lejuene, N.C., that he was drinking 
too much, a nurse told him that “we can no longer help you 
because you now qualify as having a substance abuse 
problem,” Benjamin Harris said. 

“Admissions of substance abuse or alcohol use should not 
be held against our servicemembers,” Harris said. “It should 
be considered a symptom and treated as such.” 

On Wednesday, VA Secretary Eric K. Shinseki spoke of 
the need to challenge assumptions about military suicides. 
“Are we asking the right questions about suicides?” he asked. 

Shinseki noted that three years ago, “our experts on 
homeless veterans were sure mental illness was the leading 
cause of homelessness, and we have since learned that it is, 
more specifically, substance abuse. Are there equivalent 
assumptions regarding suicides?” 

Defense Secretary Leon E. Panetta and Health and 
Human Services Secretary Kathleen Sebelius are scheduled to 
speak Friday, the final day of the conference in Washington. 
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45. Crackdown On Abuse Of Military Borrowers 
Regulators issue guidelines for mortgage lenders 
(WASHINGTON POST 22 JUN 12) ... Ylan Q. Mui 

Federal financial regulators on Thursday moved to tighten 
oversight of how mortgage companies handle loans for 
servicemembers who are underwater and forced to transfer to 
new bases. 

In new guidance, they spelled out several practices they 
would consider unfair, deceptive or abusive. They include 
failing to notify service members of assistance programs or 

requiring them to waive their rights to special protections for 
military before offering help. 

The regulators said they would also crack down on 
mortgage servicers who advise military homeowners to stop 
paying their mortgages in order to qualify for financial 
assistance programs. They also are checking to ensure timely 
communication by the servicers. 
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“We want to make sure our military are treated fairly, and 
when they are not, we will take appropriate action,” said 
Richard Cordray, director of the Consumer Financial 
Protection Bureau. 

The Mortgage Bankers Association, an industry trade 
group, said servicers take consumer protection and their 
obligations to the military seriously. 

“We appreciate the CFPB and other regulators’ guidance 
on this front and will use the occasion of this guidance to re-
ensure that all appropriate protections for military families are 
in place,” said Steve O’Connor, head of public policy and 
industry relations for the MBA. 

CFPB Officials recounted cases of servicemembers facing 
foreclosure because they were assigned to a new base and 
could not sell their homes or find renters to cover the 
mortgage. In other instances, servicemembers left their 
families in the old homes while they moved to the new base. 

In addition to the guidance, the Federal Housing Finance 
Agency announced that members of the military who face 
transfer and are underwater — meaning that they owe more 
than the market value of their home — will automatically be 
approved for short sales. 

To qualify, the home must have been purchased before 
June 30, and the loan must be owned or guaranteed by Fannie 

Mae or Freddie Mac. In addition, FHFA said it would not 
pursue any balance on the loan that’s left over after the short 
sale. 

“It is in everyone’s interest for the men and women 
serving in our armed forces to focus on the important job they 
are doing defending our country, rather than worry about the 
maintenance and leasing of a property in another jurisdiction,” 
said Edward J. DeMarco, acting director for FHFA. 

Government officials said about a third of active-duty 
military personnel are required to move each year. There has 
been a public outcry over accusations that thousands of 
military members were charged high mortgage interest rates 
and were illegally foreclosed upon in recent years. 

JP Morgan Chase spent $27 million last year to settle a 
class-action lawsuit over the issue. Other banks have also 
settled suits over similar violations of military consumer 
protection laws. Two bills under consideration in Congress 
would extend and enhance homeowner protections for military 
under the Servicemembers Civil Relief Act. 

Thursday’s guidance was issued jointly by the CFPB, the 
Federal Reserve, the Federal Deposit Insurance Corp., the 
National Credit Union Administration and the Office of the 
Comptroller of the Currency. 
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46. Pentagon Expansion Of Acquisition Staff Hurt By Funding Uncertainties 
(GOVERNMENT EXECUTIVE 21 JUN 12) ... Charles S. Clark 

The Defense Department's ongoing effort to expand and 
better train its ranks of acquisition employees has been 
hindered by shifts in funding and the absence of an 
overarching strategy, auditors said in a report released 
Thursday. 

A Government Accountability Office review of the $1.8 
billion Defense Acquisition Workforce Development Fund 
found that the department “has not collected and distributed 
funds within required time frames, sometimes delaying 
distribution to components until the following fiscal year.” 

Congress established the fund in 2008 because of concern 
that Defense could be overpaying some contractors and 
needed to recruit a larger army of trained contract managers. 
But in executing the hiring push, it drew from multiple 
funding sources. 

The civilian acquisition workforce grew from 118,445 in 
fiscal 2009 to about 135,981 in December 2011, the 
department reports, a gain of 17,536. But only 5,855 were 
hired through the designated fund, “with the other growth 
attributed to hiring new staff using other funding sources, 
moving contracted work to government employees through 
insourcing, and the reclassifying of existing DoD staff as 
acquisition personnel,” the auditors wrote. 

The fund also enabled the department’s Defense 
Acquisition University in fiscal 2011 to provide 19,000 
additional classroom seats for training. It is expected to allow 
the Pentagon to hire 10,000 new acquisition personnel through 
fiscal 2015. 

GAO was tasked with determining why as much as 61 
percent of the fund sat unused for several years running. A 

2012 House-Senate conference committee noted that the 
unspent sums had prompted Congress to cut appropriations by 
$200 million. 

In the report, GAO recommended the undersecretary of 
Defense for acquisition, technology and logistics and the 
Pentagon comptroller revise the fund’s guidance to clarify 
when and how funds should be collected, distributed and used. 
It said officials should establish key performance metrics so 
that senior leaders can track how the fund is supporting 
acquisition goals. And leaders should better align the funding 
strategy with the department’s strategic human capital plan for 
the acquisition workforce, it said. 

Pentagon officials agreed with the recommendations after 
viewing the report in draft, acknowledging a need for 
improved communication among stakeholders. They promised 
revised guidance by the end of September. 

Beefing up the acquisition workforce has been a high 
priority at the Office of Management and Budget. Dan 
Gordon, who until December 2011 was administrator of 
OMB’s Office of Federal Procurement Policy, testified to a 
House panel in November that “OMB has given particular 
attention to skills associated with acquisition planning and 
contract management. For too long, because of insufficient 
numbers of contracting professionals, we have focused so 
much on awarding contracts that we have neglected 
acquisition planning and contract management.” 

Governmentwide, Gordon said, the number of civilian 
agency contracting professionals grew by 6.5 percent from 
2009 to 2010, though the Pentagon’s contracting staff grew by 
slightly less. 
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47. Threats From Cyber to Terror Supplant Cold War’s Dangers 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 22 JUN 12) ... David Lerman 

The U.S. is searching for ways to deter, defend against 
and respond to ever-increasing cyber attacks and more diverse 
terrorist threats, even as it tries to cut spending and finance 
weapons conceived during the Cold War. 

That consensus emerged from a daylong Bloomberg 
Government conference yesterday that featured senior U.S. 
lawmakers, defense analysts and military officials. 

While the world may be safer than it was at the height of 
the Cold War, when the superpowers were on a constant hair- 
trigger alert, threats such as cyber attacks and terrorism are 
more complex and difficult to detect and trace than a Soviet 
missile test was, participants said. In addition, the U.S. faces 
stiffer economic and technological competition from nations 
such as China. 

“Cyber espionage is stealing America’s future,” 
Representative Mike Rogers, chairman of the House 
Intelligence Committee, said. Cyber attacks are increasing 
exponentially while also becoming more sophisticated and 
destructive, according to the Michigan Republican. 

Instead of simply blocking access to a website, newer 
cyber threats “can break your machine,” he said. “We’re 
talking about a complete loss of information. That’s a whole 
new ballgame.” 

Michael O’Hanlon, a defense analyst at the Brookings 
Institution, a public policy group in Washington, said the U.S. 
needs a doctrine on cyber activities to explain its policy more 
clearly and spell out “where we won’t go” to avoid giving 
legitimacy to attacks by other nations and groups. 

O’Hanlon also said he worries “that in the absence of 
legislation, the private sector will under-prepare for cyber 
attacks.” 

Latin America 
Even as the U.S. tries to detect increasingly sophisticated 

cyber threats, it must root out terrorist groups from Yemen, 
Somalia, North Africa and even Latin America, said Michael 
Chertoff, who was secretary of homeland security in President 
George W. Bush’s administration. 

“Latin America is underappreciated” as a center for 
terrorism, said Chertoff, chairman of the Chertoff Group. 

“These transnational groups are becoming more and more 
powerful,” Chertoff said. Deciding how severe a threat each 
group poses can be difficult, he said. 

“The line between a criminal group and a transnational 
terror group is a very fine line,” he said. 

The U.S. also is struggling over strategy to curtail Iran’s 
nuclear program, as a debate among analysts at the conference 
underscored. 

‘Fear-Inducing Measures’ 
Mark Dubowitz, executive director of the Foundation for 

Defense of Democracies, said the U.S. needs to devise “fear- 
inducing measures” to make Iranian’s Supreme Leader 
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei understand his choice is “a bomb or 
his own regime’s survival.” 

Trita Parsi, president of the National Iranian American 
Council, said the escalation in rhetoric and economic sanctions 
has only allowed Iran’s nuclear program to grow while 
“decimating” the country’s middle class. 

“We’re about to have a major crisis as far as Iranian 
nuclear weapons are concerned,” Senator John McCain of 
Arizona, the ranking Republican on the Senate Armed 
Services Committee, said at the conference. “The world is 
rapidly changing, and the world requires American 
leadership.” 

Senator Carl Levin, a Michigan Democrat who heads the 
committee, said that “the military option needs to be kept on 
the table because that’s an additional pressure point.” 

Runaway Costs 
Meeting new security challenges under tight budget 

pressures will be more difficult because of ballooning cost 
overruns in weapons programs, such as Lockheed Martin 
Corp. (LMT)’s F- 35 fighter jet and Huntington Ingalls 
Industries Inc. (HII)’s new Ford-class aircraft carrier, McCain 
said. 

“The American people should be more angry than they 
are” about runaway weapons costs, he said. 

For all the complexity of the new global dangers, several 
of the analysts said the world is safer today than it was before 
the Soviet Union fell in 1991. 

“The world’s plenty dangerous, but people who want to 
make the Cold War sound like the good old days are forgetting 
their history,” said O’Hanlon, the Brookings Institution 
analyst. “On balance, the world of 2012 is a much safer place 
to live than the world in 1962 or 1972 or probably even 1982.” 

Christopher Preble, a defense analyst at the Cato Institute, 
a policy research group in Washington, said military spending 
today is about equal to the level in the Reagan-era buildup of 
the 1980’s, when adjusted for inflation. 

“We’re in a much stronger position today than we were 
40 or 50 years ago,” Preble said. 

Mackenzie Eaglen, a defense analyst at the American 
Enterprise Institute in Washington, disputed that assessment, 
citing testimony from military service chiefs who have warned 
about growing dangers in the era of cyber warfare and 
terrorism. 
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48. Navy Draws Up Battle Plans Against Swarm Of Space Junk 
(TPM IDEA LAB 21 JUN 12) ... Carl Franzen 

Houston is all too aware of this problem: The area of 
space just outside of Earth is growing dangerously crowded 
with space junk, debris leftover from 50 years-worth of 
humanity’s spacefaring activities and from tiny meteorites. 

That debris — NASA estimates that there are 21,000 
individual objects larger than 4 inches and upwards of 100 
million smaller than a centimeter in low-earth orbit — 
threatens to crash into satellites and disrupt current space 

ventures. Even more problematic, the level of debris may have 
reached a tipping point where one collision could spiral out of 
control and cause a cascade of collisions, producing further 
debris and more crashes and more debris, ad infinitum, a 
nightmare scenario known as the Kessler effect for the 
scientist who first proposed it back in 1978. 

But space scientists at the Naval Research Laboratory’s 
Center for Space Technology have a plan: They want to fire 
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rockets that will deploy clouds of dust in selective orbits that 
would increase the drag on space junk and cause the debris to 
plunge back toward Earth and burn up harmlessly in the 
atmosphere. 

“Dust, similar to that which naturally fills the near-Earth 
environment, can be deployed artificially in a narrow altitude 
band to enhance drag on debris and force re-entry,” said 
Gurudas Ganguli, a scientist with the Navy Research 
Laboratory’s Space Analysis and Application Section in a 
news release issued Wednesday. 

The counter-intuitive idea still faces some huge questions, 
namely what failsafe measures would be employed in the 
event that something malfunctioned in delivering the dust into 
orbit, and what would be done if the dust was deployed in the 

wrong orbit or in the wrong direction. After all, the worst 
outcome would be adding more space junk to deal with. 

Still Ganguli seemed confident that the idea was worth 
consideration, arguing that “the environmental effect of 
releasing the dust is expected to be benign.” NRL’s news 
release also points out that micrometeorites already dump 100 
tons of dust into low-earth orbit daily, and that a 
comparatively modest amount, say 20 to 40 tons, would be all 
that was necessary for the Naval scientists’ plan to work 
correctly. 

And, to be fair, dust would seem to be a more cost-
effective method of dealing with space junk than some others 
that have been proposed lately, including “janitor satellites” or 
other service satellites that could repurpose their defunct 
counterparts into functioning transmitters. 
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49. USS Long Beach To Be Scrapped And Sold For Parts 
(LONG BEACH (CA) PRESS-TELEGRAM 21 JUN 12) ... Greg Mellen 

In its heyday, the USS Long Beach was at the head of the 
technological curve. 

The warship was the Navy's first nuclear-powered missile 
cruiser and was dubbed by its crew "The World's Greatest 
Cruiser." 

As a nuclear ship, the USS Long Beach would never 
make it onto an environmentalist's hero list. But its end may 
garner a nod from the "green" squad. 

It certainly seems to befit the ship's namesake city, which 
likes to tout its environmental conscience. 

The USS Long Beach will be scrapped and sold for parts 
in "one of the largest green and zero-waste initiatives in U.S. 
government history," according to Government Liquidation, 
the company handling the scrap sale. 

Rather than being consigned to landfill, what remains of 
the vessel will be auctioned off by the Department of Defense. 

The auction will be from 9 a.m. July 10 to 5 p.m. July 12. 
Ernie Greci, a Long Beach resident and a senior 

quartermaster on the ship from 1969 to 1972, says the cruiser 
will live on in memory. He is one of a group of former 
crewmates from the ship who stage annual reunions. 

"That will go on with or without the ship," Greci, whose 
Navy career ended on the USS Long Beach, said of the get-
togethers. 

The former Navy man said the sale of old craft for parts is 
inevitable. 

"That's a fact of life," Greci said. "You can only hold (a 
ship) together so long." 

The USS Long Beach was commissioned in 1961 and 
remained in use until 1994, when it was deactivated. It was the 
third Navy ship named after Long Beach. 

The ship is at Puget Sound Naval Shipyard in Bremerton, 
Wash., and still contains 7.35million pounds of nonhazardous 
and demilitarized base materials, including steel, aluminum 
and copper wiring, galley equipment, and fixtures. 

Also sold off will be furnishings such as tables, chairs, 
lockers and bunks. 

Over the past decade, the Department of Defense has sold 
off more than 1 billion pounds of scrap metal and 55 million 
surplus items, according to Government Liquidation. The 
company, which auctions the metal and items, receives 20 
million to 30 million pounds of scrap metal per month at 
military installations across the country. 

"It was a very good ship," Greci said of the USS Long 
Beach. 
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50. Review: 'The Invisible War' A Heartbreaking Look At Military Rape 
The documentary directed by Kirby Dick and produced by Amy Ziering includes affecting interviews with 
victims. 
(LOS ANGELES TIMES 22 JUN 12) ... Kenneth Turan 

The statistics brandished by the documentary" The 
Invisible War" are scandalous, but what makes this savage 
indictment of the epidemic of rape in the U.S. military so 
unforgettable are not numbers but the devastating personal 
stories of the victims of brutal sexual assault. 

It's not that those numbers, all courtesy of U.S. 
government studies, don't have their power: 22,800 violent sex 
crimes in the military in 2011; 30% of servicewomen sexually 
assaulted during their enlistment; women in combat zones 
more likely to be raped by a fellow soldier than killed by the 
enemy. But the agony of those who live with the nightmare 
trumps even these. 

People like the Navy's Trina McDonald, drugged and 
raped repeatedly by the military police in Alaska's remote 
Aleutian Islands. Or the Coast Guard's Kori Cioca, whose jaw 
was pulverized in an attack that is still so painful and 
traumatizing she does not leave the house without a crucifix 
and a fierce-looking knife. "You always have protection with 
Jesus," she explains. "But sometimes you need a little bit 
more." 

As directed by Kirby Dick and produced by Amy Ziering, 
who did those powerful subject interviews, "The Invisible 
War" goes through all of this and more in classic muckraking 
fashion, revealing victims of both sexes whose lives were 
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destroyed and a military that has been more than happy to 
erroneously believe it is doing all it can. 

Veteran filmmaker Dick, whose previous work includes 
the Emmy-nominated "Outrage" and the Oscar-nominated 
"Twist of Faith," said before Sundance (where "Invisible War" 
won the audience award) that the stories he heard were "the 
most intense series of interviews I have ever been involved 
with." With the subjects as well as the men in their lives often 
in tears, he adds, "both Amy and I cried at just about every 
interview." 

It is not just the detailing of the horrors of assault that 
makes "The Invisible War" so upsetting, it is its exploration of 
the before and after — an examination of what led these 
people to the military in the first place and what happened to 
them once they filed rape charges — that gives the film much 
of its power. 

The story starts, fittingly enough, with clips from the 
Army-created 1950s TV documentary series "The Big 
Picture," showing the pride of the women who served back in 
the day, followed by one of those ubiquitous "Be All You Can 
Be" advertising spots. 

For it turns out that intense satisfaction in having served 
their country is what unites the people in "The Invisible War." 
While not everyone could claim, as Marine Elle Helmer does, 
that her family's line of unbroken service extends to the 
Revolutionary War, they are all idealistic true believers who 
loved what they did. And, says filmmaker Dick, to a person 
they refused to be involved in this film if it was going to be 
anti-military. 

In fact, the sense the women had, often instilled in them 
by military fathers, that they were entering one big family that 
would always look out for them, made the rapes that occurred 
feel like incest. "When that bond of trust is broken," says 
Army Brig. Gen. (and psychiatrist) Loree Sutton, "the wound 
penetrates to the innermost part of the soul." 

What happened to these women after the rape often 
shocks and disturbs them as much as the physical act itself. 
More often than not, the charges are not taken seriously as a 
victim-punishing system treats them like criminals, not injured 
parties. At times even formally charged with adultery, these 
women are invariably forced out of the service they would 
have given their lives for. 

The heart of the problem is that U.S. military justice 
mandates that charges like this are heard not by an 
independent judiciary but by one's immediate commanding 
officer. In many cases that is either the assaulter himself or a 
close friend, which is one reason the military itself estimates 
that 80% of sexual assaults are not reported. 

The combination of these factors is why the women 
interviewed here are depressed, skittish, often fearful of going 
outside. The military reports that 40% of female homeless vets 
have been raped, and women who have been raped have a 
higher PTSD rate than men in combat. (One man who was 
raped is interviewed on camera, with experts saying that the 
shame factor is worse for men.) 

Nothing if not thorough, "The Invisible War" delineates 
past sexual misconduct scandals like 1991's Tailhook horror 
show and talks to high-level Pentagon figures who 
unconvincingly spout the "zero tolerance" party line. But it all 
pales compared to seeing Kori Cioca having to unsuccessfully 
battle to get an indifferent Veterans Administration to pay for 
medical treatment for her debilitating injuries. 

In this context, it's especially heartening as well as a 
tribute to how effectively "The Invisible War" marshals its 
forces to report that shortly after Defense Secretary Leon 
Panetta saw the film at a special post-Sundance screening he 
changed some of the systems that have made life hell for rape 
victims. It won't solve the problem, but perhaps some of this 
story's worst excesses can be considered things of the past. We 
can always hope. 

Return to Index 
 
 

OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
51. Help For Military Homeowners 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 22 JUN 12) ... Holly Petraeus 

In my role at the Consumer Financial Protection Bureau, I 
have talked to military families across the United States, 
including those at Joint Expeditionary Base Little Creek in 
Virginia Beach. The No. 1 topic they've raised with me is the 
decline in home values and the frightening prospect that - if 
their home is underwater - a Permanent Change of Station, or 
PCS, move will ruin their finances and put their security 
clearance at risk. 

Military homeowners have been asking how they can deal 
with the PCS situation. Lacking any helpful answers, many of 
them have opted to avoid foreclosure by leaving their family 
in their home and going alone to their new duty station - a 
separation that can last three years or more. 

There are a number of programs that can help military 
personnel with PCS orders, but unfortunately many service 
members are not hearing about them from their mortgage 
servicers at all, or quickly enough to do any good. 

We have heard from service members that they have been 
told they had to be delinquent on their mortgage before they 
could qualify for help; asked to waive their rights under the 

Servicemembers Civil Relief Act in order to be evaluated for 
assistance; stalled with repeated demands for loan documents; 
routed to a different loan-servicing official with each call; 
denied the interest-rate reduction or foreclosure protection 
required by the SCRA; listed as "not responding to requests 
for information" while deployed, despite the fact that their 
spouse had a power of attorney and was providing information 
to the servicer; and given information about foreclosure 
alternatives too late to do any good. 

I want military families to know that my office, the Office 
of Servicemember Affairs, has been working with other 
agencies on making loan-modification and foreclosure-relief 
programs more military friendly. 

The Department of the Treasury has put new military 
provisions in some of its loan-modification and foreclosure-
alternative programs, as have the government-sponsored 
enterprises Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac. 

The federal government, 49 states and the District of 
Columbia also reached a settlement with the five largest 
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mortgage servicers that provides enhanced foreclosure 
protection and short-sale possibilities for servicemembers. 

And the Consumer Financial Protection Bureau and the 
prudential regulators are using their supervisory authority over 
mortgage servicers to send a strong message about the need to 
provide clear, timely and accurate information to 
servicemembers when they get PCS orders. 

The new interagency guidance not only reminds servicers 
of the need to provide important information in a timely 
manner but also expresses serious concern over practices such 
as: 

 Asking military borrowers to waive their legal rights 
under the Servicemembers Civil Relief Act or any 
other law as a condition of being evaluated for 
eligibility for assistance. 

 Telling service members to skip payments in order to 
qualify for help. 

 Failing to provide service members with accurate and 
readily understandable information about foreclosure 
alternatives. 

 Failing to provide service members with PCS orders 
a way to check on the status of their request for 
assistance. 

 Failing to respond to a service member's request for 
assistance in a timely manner, or failing to give an 
explanation as to why a request was denied. 

The CFPB and the regulators that signed this PCS 
guidance are making it clear that they will use their powers to 
ensure that military homeowners get the information they need 
from their mortgage servicers early enough to make an 
informed decision that will result in the least damage to their 
financial readiness. 

If you are a PCS service member and are having problems 
with your loan servicer, we encourage you to file a complaint 
with the CFPB at www.ConsumerFinance.gov or (855)-411-
2372. 

You have served your country faithfully, and the 
Consumer Financial Protection Bureau is determined to see 
that mortgage servicers, in turn, serve you well. 

Holly Petraeus is assistant director for servicemember 
affairs at the Consumer Financial Protection Bureau. 
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52. Video Games Won’t Teach You About Soldiers 
Rethinking your assumptions about war and peace. 
(PHILADELPHIA MAGAZINE 21 JUN 12) ... Beth Capriotti 

Last week, I attended the Current Strategy Forum hosted 
by the Naval War College, in Newport, Rhode Island. The 
War College was founded in 1884 to educate the future 
leaders of the armed forces of the United States and our allies 
in the national security arena. The Naval Academy, located in 
Annapolis, concentrates on basic entry-level professional 
formation. The Naval War College steps in as, essentially, the 
Naval graduate school. 

Who knew? I certainly knew all about the Naval 
Academy in Annapolis but had never heard of the Naval War 
College on beautiful Narragansett Bay. My first thought, when 
approaching, was “what a peaceful place to contemplate 
something not very peaceful at all.” Well, like the 1,600 
students presently attending, I was about to get an education. 

The conference started early and included an array of 
speakers—from military personnel and scientists to historians 
and a filmmaker. All of them addressed global trends and their 
implications for national policy and the Maritime Forces. 
Robert Work, the under secretary of the Navy, spoke of where 
the Navy would be needed in the future and what types of 
Naval presence would be necessary considering the changing 
geopolitical environment. Ian Bremmer, president of a leading 
political risk research firm, talked about the global political 
infrastructure and its future. Susan Avery, from the Woods 
Hole Oceanographic Institution, spoke of global warming and 
its implications for maritime trade routes and naval 
capabilities. Peter Singer, of the Brookings Institution, talked 
about robots and their future in global warfare. There were 
many more speakers, all equally brilliant and informative. 

At the start of the day, I expected several things. I 
expected to be preached to. I expected to hear partisanship 

politics and bickering about drawdown. But, most of all, I 
didn’t expect to understand any of it. I figured the speakers 
would all address military subjects in military mumbo jumbo. 

I couldn’t have been more wrong. Not one speaker said 
anything in the least that was political or partisan. The topics 
were global and easily understood by a layperson. Not one 
military speaker uttered an opinion about drawdown. In fact, 
the pervasive sense was one of doing the best job possible 
within the parameters given, those being ones of money, 
manpower and mandate. No preaching, no pandering, no 
politics. The term “an officer and a gentleman” seemed 
redundant after a while. 

I left feeling humbled and a little foolish. How naive we 
are as the public at large. We have a predisposed notion of a 
soldier, or a Sailor or a marine based on Hollywood and video 
games. These service men and women are the selfless heroes 
of our time and deserve all our respect and admiration. And 
the Naval War College, the place that I thought was all about 
war, is really all about peace. The College admits naval 
officers from other allied countries; sixty-two countries were 
represented in the class of 2011. These naval officers learn the 
history of war and strategies of peace during their tenure in 
Newport and then take that knowledge back to their own naval 
service. These officers create lasting global bonds that have 
been useful in times of tension, so say several officers I asked 
about the program. 

So next year, when I attend, I will have more accurate 
expectations of the content of the conference and a greater 
understanding of the institution. The caliber of the men and 
women, however, will astound me anew, I am sure. 
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53. Heed Sentiment On Osprey 
(JAPAN TIMES 22 JUN 12) 

The government is trying to persuade local governments 
concerned in Okinawa and Honshu to accept a U.S. plan to 
station 24 MV-22 Osprey tilt-rotor aircraft at U.S. Marine 
Corps Air Station Futenma in Ginowan, Okinawa Prefecture, 
to replace the same number of CH-46 Sea Knight helicopters 
stationed there. 

The Okinawan people are worried about the safety and 
noise of the vertical takeoff and landing transport aircraft. On 
Tuesday, Okinawa Gov. Hirokazu Nakaima and Ginowan 
Mayor Atsushi Sakima called on Foreign Minister Koichiro 
Genba and Defense Minister Satoshi Morimoto to stop the 
deployment of the Osprey. 

The government should not force the deployment of the 
Osprey unless the Okinawan people agree. Otherwise, it will 
only deepen their grievances and their feelings that Okinawa is 
being discriminated against. The government has a plan to 
bring the MV-22s first to the U.S. Marine base in Iwakuni, 
Yamaguchi Prefecture. It hopes to bring the aircraft to 
Futenma later after demonstrating that the aircraft is safe 
through test flights. 

The Osprey suffered a series of crashes after its first flight 
in 1989 and its development was once temporarily stopped. 
Thirty marines died in three separate crashes in the 1990s and 
in 2000. The Osprey has a carrying capacity about three times 
that of the CH-46 helicopter and has a range of about 3,900 
km, enabling it to fly to the Korean Peninsula from Futenma. 

Experts say the Osprey has a better safety record than the 
CH-46 over the past decade. Since 2001, six CH-46 
helicopters have crashed with 20 fatalities. Still a CV-22, the 
U.S. Air Force's version of the Osprey, crashed in Afghanistan 
in 2010, killing four. Two marines died and two others were 

seriously injured in an Osprey accident in April 2012 in 
Morocco. 

Unlike most helicopters, the Osprey is reportedly 
incapable of executing autorotation emergency landing 
procedures where the rotor blades rotate freely after 
experiencing engine failure. It is only allowed to fly in Japan 
because of the Japan-U.S. Status of Forces Agreement. 

Mr. Morimoto at one time hinted that the U.S. test reports 
on its safety may arrive after the Osprey aircraft are deployed 
to Futenma. This shows an insensitivity for the feelings of 
Okinawan people. 

On June 13, a CV-22 crashed in Florida, injuring five. 
The latest Osprey crash will certainly help harden the 
opposition in Okinawa to the Osprey's deployment to 
Futenma. 

In Okinawa, the memory of the August 2004 crash of a 
CH-53D helicopter after it hit a building of Okinawa 
International University, adjacent to the Futenma base, is still 
vivid. The crash injured three marines. The U.S.'s refusal to 
allow Japanese authorities access to the crash site prior to the 
removal of the helicopter caused strong resentment among 
Okinawans. 

There is reportedly a large-scale eight-year plan to 
renovate Futenma. The deployment of the Osprey to Futenma 
could reinforce a move to use the base semi-permanently. (A 
plan for low-flying exercises for the Osprey in parts of Japan 
is also reported.) 

It is high time that the government heeded Okinawan 
people's call for moving the Futenma functions outside 
Okinawa Prefecture. 

Return to Index 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Some Biofuels Too Expensive For Anybody Except U.S. Navy 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 21 MAR 12) ... Sophia Yan 

U.S. gasoline prices averaged $3.87 last week. If economists are right, rising prices will trigger the development of less cost-
effective alternatives, such as fuel refined from Canadian oil sands and corn ethanol. And so they have. 

 
2. New Jersey's Only Naval ROTC Program To Begin In At Rutgers In September 
Rutgers president Richard McCormick and U.S Secretary of the Navy Ray Mabus signed an agreement 
Wednesday to establish a Naval Reserve Training Corps program at Rutgers this year. 
(GALLOWAY (NJ) PATCH 21 MAR 12) ... Anthony Bellano 

Incoming Rutgers University students will now have the option of entering a Naval Reserve Training Corps (NROTC) program. 
 

3. Chief Of Navy Reserve Visits NSA Bahrain 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 21 MAR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Cynthia Z. De Leon, Mass Communication 
Specialist 1st Class Cynthia Z. De Leon, Commander, U.S. Naval Forces Central Command/5th Fleet Public Affairs 

NAVAL SUPPORT ACTIVITY, Bahrain -- The chief of Navy Reserve and Navy Reserve force master chief spoke to Sailors 
during an all-hands call held onboard Naval Support Activity (NSA), Bahrain, March 20. 

 
4. Transition Benefits: ERB Affected Sailors Can Transfer Post 9/11 GI Bill Benefits 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 21 MAR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Andrea Perez, Navy Personnel Command Public 
Affairs 

MILLINGTON, Tenn. -- Eligible Sailors separating due to the Enlisted Retention Board (ERB) may qualify to transfer their Post 
9/11 GI Bill benefits to dependents, officials said March 21. 

 

CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
5. New Pacific Commander Takes On Half The World 
Task: To boost U.S. clout in area without new resources 
(WASHINGTON TIMES 21 MAR 12) ... Shaun Waterman 

Within 10 years, U.S. Pacific Command will become the military’s strategic center of gravity, supplanting Central Command and 
its focus on al Qaeda and the Middle East as the Pentagon “pivots” toward Asia. 

 
6. South China Sea Could Be A New 'Strategic Pivot' 
Interview with Patrick Walsh: 
(ASAHI SHIMBUN21 MAR 12) 

The strategic balance in the South China Sea now has both regional and global ramifications and it could be regarded as a new 
“strategic pivot” for the Asia-Pacific region, retired U.S. Navy Adm. Patrick Walsh said. 

 
7. NWC Report Details Navy's Challenges For Sustained Operations In Changing Arctic Region 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 21 MAR 12) ... James E. Brooks, U.S. Naval War College Public Affairs 

NEWPORT, R.I. -- Stronger relationships with international partners and specialized capabilities are needed to conduct sustained 
operations in the changing Arctic region was the primary finding of an operations game report posted online March 21 by the U.S. 
Naval War College (NWC). 
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8. Navy And Civilian First Responders Team Up For Anti-Terrorism Drill 
(WVEC ABC NORFOLK 21 MAR 12) ... Mike Gooding 

VIRGINIA BEACH -- This week the Navy is holding a fleet-wide anti-terrorism drill called Solid Curtain/Citadel Shield, and 
Wednesday it took place at Naval Air Station Oceana and Naval Station Norfolk. 

 
9. Naval Air Station Responders Unite During Security Breach Exercise 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 21 MAR 12) ... Lt. j.g. Tim Mosso, Naval Airs Station Whiting Field Public Affairs 

MILTON, Fla. -- Naval Air Station (NAS) Whiting Field conducted a test of its physical security and emergency response 
capabilities during a simulated security breach, March 20. 

 
10. USS San Diego Completes First Port Visit In Cuba 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 21 MAR 12) ... Chief Mass Communication Specialist Holly Boynton, USS San Diego Public Affairs 

GUANTANAMO BAY, Cuba -- USS San Diego (LPD 22) departed Naval Station Guantanamo Bay, Cuba following her first 
port visit March 21. 

 
11. Three Hampton Roads Ships To Deploy Next Week 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 21 MAR 12) ... Corinne Reilly 

Thousands of Sailors will deploy next week aboard three Hampton Roads-based Navy ships, the service said this afternoon. 
 

GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
12. U.N. Security Council Backs Peace Plan For Syria 
(WASHINGTON POST 22 MAR 12) ... Colum Lynch 

UNITED NATIONS -- The U.N. Security Council on Wednesday endorsed international emissary Kofi Annan's diplomatic plan 
to stop violence in Syria, crack open the door to humanitarian relief and prod the Syrian government and opposition into talks on a 
political settlement. 

 
13. Obama To Discuss North Korea, Iran 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 22 MAR 12) ... Carol E. Lee and Jay Solomon 

WASHINGTON -- North Korea and Iran are expected to dominate President Barack Obama's trip to South Korea this weekend, 
as concerns mount about Tehran's nuclear ambitions and Pyongyang's preparations for a satellite launch the U.S. and its allies said 
they believe is largely for military purposes. 

 
14. S. Korea Seeks To Extend Missile Range Against Threat From North 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 21 MAR 12) ... Sangwon Yoon 

South Korean President Lee Myung Bak is seeking to extend the range of the country’s ballistic missiles in response to possible 
nuclear and missile attacks from North Korea, a presidential spokeswoman said. 

 
15. Philippines, China Vow Friendly Relations Despite Territorial Dispute 
(VOICE OF AMERICA 21 MAR 12) 

The Philippines and China are trying to repair tensions over territorial disputes with a series of cultural events during the next two 
years. 

 
16. Fighter Trends Change For 2020 And Beyond 
(AVIATION WEEK 21 MAR 12) ... Bill Sweetman 

WASHINGTON - The past few years have made it abundantly clear that the mid-term future of airpower is not what a lot of 
people planned. Large-scale procurement of the stealthy F-35 Joint Strike Fighter has slipped into the 2020s. The aircraft types in 
service today—which made their first flights as much as 40 years ago—will be the world’s frontline fleets through the rest of this 
decade, and will make up the majority of fighting forces well into the 2020s. 

 
17. Canberra Keeps Options Open On F-35 Capability Gap Plans 
(FLIGHT INTERNATIONAL 21 MAR 12) 

Australia is keeping its options open with regard to its planned purchase of the Lockheed Martin F-35 Lightning II, and will 
decide in late 2012 or early 2013 whether there is a capability that warrants the procurement of additional Boeing F/A-18E/F Super 
Hornets. 
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18. Study Counts Cost Of Trident 
(FINANCIAL TIMES (UK) 21 MAR 12) ... By James Blitz, Defence and Diplomatic Editor 

Britain would save almost £84bn over the next 50 years if it were to abandon plans to replace the submarines that launch its 
independent nuclear deterrent, according to a study of the long-term costs of maintaining the capability. 

 
19. Navy Medicine, Private Industry Partnership Seeks Malaria, Mosquito Control In Africa 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 21 MAR 12) ... Lt. Ryan Larson, Navy Entomology Center of Excellence Public Affairs 

ACCRA, Ghana -- The Navy Entomology Center of Excellence (NECE) headquartered at Naval Air Station Jacksonville 
announced March 21 a key collaboration with an international company as part of a program to discover new public health pesticides 
for controlling mosquitoes. 

 
20. Cameroon Military Trains New Sailors, APS Staff Observes 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 21 MAR 12) ... Commander, U.S. Naval Forces Europe-Africa/U.S. 6th Fleet Public Affairs 

DOUALA, Cameroon -- Cameroonian navy Sailors made history as they took part in a three-day combat lifesaver course at the 
region two military hospital in Doula, Cameroon, March 19-21. 

 

PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
21. Program Offers Mentoring For Navy Spouses 
Navy Spouses Mentor Other Navy Spouses In COMPASS Program 
(KGTV ABC SAN DIEGO 21 MAR 12) 

SAN DIEGO -- Being a newly married spouse of a U.S. Navy Sailor can be a daunting experience, but a program is helping 
spouses cope and adjust to the Navy life. 

 
22. Official Details Pentagon Health Care Proposals 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 21 MAR 12) ... Army Sgt. 1st Class Tyrone C. Marshall Jr. 

WASHINGTON – The Defense Department’s top medical official today detailed in a Capitol Hill hearing the Pentagon’s strategy 
to corral health care costs while continuing to provide a high level of care. 

 
23. Official Offers Tips to Beat Summer Moving Rush 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 21 MAR 12) ... Elaine Sanchez 

WASHINGTON – With military moving season about to kick into high gear, officials are urging service members to book their 
moving dates early and to remain as flexible as possible when doing so. 

 
24. Ex-Officer Teaches Mids That In Counterinsurgency, ‘Stakes Are High’ 
(ANNAPOLIS CAPITAL GAZETTE 21 MAR 12) ... Tina Reed 

It wasn’t long after a U.S. Army staff sergeant was accused of killing 16 Afghans last week that John Nagl began getting the first 
calls for interviews. 

 
25. NAVFAC Mid-Atlantic Engineer Named National Society Of American Military Engineers Tudor 
Medal Recipient 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 21 MAR 12) ... Annalisa Cachin, Naval Facilities Engineering Command Mid-Atlantic Public Affairs 

NORFOLK, Va. -- A Naval Facilities Engineering Command (NAVFAC) Mid-Atlantic electrical engineer, was named the 2011 
recipient of the Society of American Military Engineers (SAME) Tudor Medal and will be recognized at a ceremony May 23 in St. 
Louis, Mo. 

 
26. Quantico Seaman Auditions For 'The Voice' 
(QUANTICO SENTRY 21 MAR 12) ... By Lance Cpl. Emmanuel Ramos 

In the most populous city in the United States, stands a man in a line of more than 3,000 people putting it all on the line. At first 
glance nothing remarkable stands out, but if you take a minute you may notice the calluses on his fingers from the long hours of 
strumming his six string guitar, or the look of uncertainty in his eyes as he stands confident not knowing what the day has in store for 
his hopes and dreams. 

 
27. A Struggle At Work And Home When Country Calls 
(NEW YORK TIMES 22 MAR 12) ... Paul Sullivan 

SAN DIEGO -- In early 2008, Patrick Berry, then 41, decided it was time to start his own firm. He was a financial adviser at 
Smith Barney, but he wanted to focus on his area of expertise, advising companies on their on 401(k) plans while offering wealth 
management services to executives in those companies. 
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28. Researchers Wrestle With How Many Deployments Are Too Many 
Multiple Deployments’ Effects Unknown On Troops 
(USA TODAY 21 MAR 12) ... Gregg Zoroya 

After nearly 11 years of war and hundreds of millions of dollars in research on the mental health of troops, the military is no 
closer to understanding how many deployments are too many for individual soldiers, researchers say. 

 
29. Navy: Not So Fast On Reopening Peralta Probe 
(MARINE CORPS TIMES 21 MAR 12) ... Gina Cavallaro 

Navy officials acknowledged they are reviewing new evidence in the valor case of Sgt. Rafael Peralta, but stopped short of 
describing the review as a “reopening” of the investigation. 

 

FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
30. Panel Wants Array Of DoD Industrial Base, Acquisition Reforms 
(DEFENSE DAILY 22 MAR 12) ... Emelie Rutherford 

A House panel is calling on the Pentagon to help maintain the industrial base, improve communication with industry, and revamp 
its acquisition processes. 

 
31. LCS Leak Won't Require Redesign, PEO Says 
(DEFENSE DAILY 22 MAR 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

The admiral in charge of the Littoral Combat Ship (LCS) program said yesterday he was still awaiting a final determination 
behind a failed shaft seal on the first ship of the class but was confident it will not require a redesign on it or future ones of the same 
variant. 

 
32. U.S. Expands Use Of Underwater Unmanned Vehicles 
(NATIONAL DEFENSE MAGAZINE APRIL 2012) ... Antoine Martin 

There are today an estimated 450 underwater unmanned vehicles in the U.S. military inventory. 
 

33. Technical, Legal Experts Discuss Role Of Unmanned Maritime Vessels 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 21 MAR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Eric Dietrich, U.S. Naval War College Public 
Affairs 

NEWPORT, R.I. -- More than two dozen technical and legal experts met March 20 and 21 to examine and discuss legal issues 
regarding the use of unmanned systems in a maritime environment at the Unmanned Maritime System Legal Workshop hosted by the 
U.S. Naval War College (NWC). 

 

BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
34. Senator Kills Plans For New BRAC Round 
(NAVY TIMES 21 MAR 12) ... Rick Maze 

A Pentagon base closing initiative died March 21 when a key U.S. senator announced she will block any effort to create a new 
base closing commission. 

 
35. Naval Academy Contributes To Chesapeake Bay Oyster Restoration 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 21 MAR 12) ... Mass Communications Specialist 3rd Class Danian Douglas 

ANNAPOLIS, Md. -- A U.S. Naval Academy team of researchers and Navy divers completed a year of collecting oyster samples 
from the Severn River March 20 as part of an ongoing effort to study and restore oyster populations in the Chesapeake Bay watershed. 

 
36. Navy Asks For Public Comment About Training Activities Along Coast 
(PORTLAND OREGONIAN 21 MAR 12) ... Lori Tobias 

The U.S. Navy is inviting public comment regarding its training activities in its Northwest Training Range Complex. The request 
is part of its Northwest Training and Testing Environmental Impact Statement/Overseas Environmental Impact Statement, which is 
required for permit renewals every five years. 

 
37. U.S. To Expand Marine Bases In W. Pacific 
(YOMIURI SHIMBUN 22 MAR 12) 

The United States plans to spread bases of its Marine Air-Ground Task Force (MAGTF) to a total of three locations in the western 
Pacific as part of the review of the realignment of U.S. forces in Japan. 
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38. No Money Authorized Until DoD Meets Mandates 
(KUAM NEWS (GUAM) 22 MAR 12) ... Sabrina Salas Matanane 

GUAM - The Senate once again makes it clear they won't authorize funding to be spent on the Marines relocation from Okinawa 
to Guam unless they fulfill their statutory obligations contained in the 2012 National Defense Authorization Act. Like the sentiments 
from Senate Armed Service Committee members Senators Carl Levin, Jim Webb and John McCain last week. Senator Claire 
McCaskill said, "We will continue to hold the line on any authorization of funds for any of those purposes until those requirements are 
met." 

 

NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
39. U.S. Intelligence Says Water Shortages Threaten Stability 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 22 MAR 12) ... Alan Bjerga 

Competition for increasingly scarce water in the next decade will fuel instability in regions such as South Asia and the Middle 
East that are important to U.S. national security, according to a U.S. intelligence report. 

 
40. Marine Could Be Discharged For Tea Party Page 
Sergeant: defends rights to off-duty free speech 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 21 MAR 12) ... Gretel C. Kovach 

A Camp Pendleton Marine said the Corps notified him Wednesday that it was taking steps to boot him out of the military because 
of his “Armed Forces Tea Party” web page and comments critical of the president. 

 

OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
41. Bold Alligator: A Glimpse of Marine, Navy Future 
(AOL DEFENSE 21 MAR 12) ... Robbin Laird 

The Navy-Marine Corps team just completed the largest amphibious exercise in more than a decade. But what did people see? 
What did they recognize in the Bold Alligator exercise and focus upon? 

 
42. Oil And Water: Budget Cuts And Election Years 
Congress is balking at Defense Dept.’s proposed cuts 
(WASHINGTON POST 22 MAR 12) ... Walter Pincus 

Congress is ignoring that it has only nine months to head off sequestration and the economic “perfect storm” looming in 
December. 

 
43. New York Sails To War 
Ship honors 9/11 sacrifice 
(NEW YORK POST 21 MAR 12) ... Joseph Callo 

At the end of this month, USS New York will sail east from her home port in Norfolk, headed for waters in extremely unstable 
and threatening areas of the world. She’ll operate in and around the Persian Gulf, the Strait of Hormuz, the Gulf of Oman and the 
Arabian Sea. 

 

BBLLOOGGSS::  
44. EXCERPTS FROM BLOGS AROUND THE WORLD 
(PUBLISHED 19 – 22 MAR 12) 

 
 
 

 



 6

 

TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Some Biofuels Too Expensive For Anybody Except U.S. Navy 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 21 MAR 12) ... Sophia Yan 

U.S. gasoline prices averaged $3.87 last week. If 
economists are right, rising prices will trigger the development 
of less cost-effective alternatives, such as fuel refined from 
Canadian oil sands and corn ethanol. And so they have. 

However, alternative fuels that are both better for the 
environment and help reduce dependence on foreign oil, are 
lagging behind. The U.S. Navy is trying to change that. 

In December, the military branch purchased 450,000 
gallons of biofuels for about $26.67 a gallon. It’s a hefty price, 
but not as hefty as the risk of continued dependence on foreign 
oil. The Navy has long been a leader in research, and 
Secretary Ray Mabus has directed his scientists and engineers 
to attack the energy problem head on. 

"What I'm looking for is a steady, viable alternative to 
oil,” Mabus said in an interview yesterday at the Bloomberg 
New Energy Finance 2012 Summit in New York. 

At $26.67, biofuels can’t compete with traditional, $3-a-
gallon jet fuels the military currently buys. Mabus says he is 
nonetheless confident that Pentagon demand will create a 
secure enough market to drive down the price enough that it 
can compete with fossil fuel. 

The Navy has set an ambitious goal to meet half its fuel 
needs from biofuels by 2020. The historic December purchase 
is “just a drop in the bucket,” considering the military 
consumes about 4 billion gallons of fuel annually, said K.C. 
Healy, Deloitte's federal energy management division director, 
in a recent interview. 

The Navy has tested biofuels made from multiple sources, 
including algae, switchgrass and camelina, which is an oil-rich 
plant able to grow in poor soil. The Navy’s only criterion is 
that cleaner-burning fuels must be compatible with its existing 
ships and planes. 

Domestically produced biofuels will make the U.S. 
military more energy independent and shield it from rising 
prices or constricted supply, Mabus says. Making fuels at 
home would also cut into the dramatic expense of the current 
fuel mix. Every $1 increase in the price of a barrel of oil adds 
$31 million to the Navy’s annual fuel bill. 

“The risk of not acting,” Mabus says, “the risk of waiting 
until a supply shock or price shock gives us no choice is a far 
greater risk.” 

Return to Index 
 

2. New Jersey's Only Naval ROTC Program To Begin In At Rutgers In September 
Rutgers president Richard McCormick and U.S Secretary of the Navy Ray Mabus signed an agreement 
Wednesday to establish a Naval Reserve Training Corps program at Rutgers this year. 
(GALLOWAY (NJ) PATCH 21 MAR 12) ... Anthony Bellano 

Incoming Rutgers University students will now have the 
option of entering a Naval Reserve Training Corps (NROTC) 
program. 

On Wednesday morning, March 20, Rutgers University 
president Richard McCormick and U.S. Secretary of the Navy 
Ray Mabus signed an agreement that will bring an NROTC 
program to Rutgers University in September. 

The University already hosts Army and Air Force ROTC 
programs. 

Before a crowd of Navy and military officials, Rutgers 
staff and press gathered in his office chambers, McCormick 
said Rutgers was "So proud to be in this program." 

According to the University, Rutgers applied for the 
program two years ago. This past October, the University 
Board of Governors passed a resolution establishing a 
Department of Naval Science, which is to be staffed by Navy 
personnel. 

McCormick said that students have already declared 
interest in attending the NROTC program, but did not say how 
many. 

Rutgers University will be the only university or college 
in New Jersey hosting an NROTC program. 

"NROTC graduates taking the Navy option will be 
commissioned ensigns with a minimum commitment of five 
years of active military service," a release issued Wednesday 
from the university said. "The NROTC Marine Corps option 
leads to commissioning as a second lieutenant with a 
minimum commitment of four years on active duty." 

According to Mabus, Rutgers' first application for an 
NROTC program was received in 1945. 

"The Pentagon moves slowly," he joked. 
According to the university, an NROTC unit was last 

hosted at Rutgers back in 1972. 
Mabus said the academic climate at Rutgers would be 

complimentary to the NROTC program, particularly due to the 
strengths of the science and technology departments there, and 
the university's diverse campus. 

"Today, only one percent of Americans wear the uniform 
of America," he said. 

That one percent must represent the "the best that 
America has to offer," he said. 

Return to Index 
 

3. Chief Of Navy Reserve Visits NSA Bahrain 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 21 MAR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Cynthia Z. De Leon, Mass Communication 
Specialist 1st Class Cynthia Z. De Leon, Commander, U.S. Naval Forces Central Command/5th Fleet Public Affairs 

NAVAL SUPPORT ACTIVITY, Bahrain -- The chief of 
Navy Reserve and Navy Reserve force master chief spoke to 

Sailors during an all-hands call held onboard Naval Support 
Activity (NSA), Bahrain, March 20. 
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Vice Adm. Dirk Debbink and Force Master Chief Chris 
Wheeler visited NSA Bahrain as part of a world tour to meet 
and speak with Sailors and Marines about the new 21st 
Century Sailor and Marine initiative. 

Though the trip is primarily to speak about the initiative, 
here in Bahrain, the pair spoke exclusively to Reservists 
serving on active duty about Reserve affairs and to thank them 
for their service. 

Debbink shared how he is constantly told by active duty 
leadership about the importance of the Reserve component. 

"I'm proud to say there's great support for our Navy 
Reserve, that's demonstrated in the budget," said Debbink. 
"We're fully funded for [various types of orders] for the 
current fiscal year." 

Wheeler thanked the group and extended his thanks to 
families back home. 

"It is our honor and privilege to be here," said Wheeler. 
"We thank you and we want to make sure that you understand 
that, and not just you, but your families as well. Your families 
serve right alongside you." 

Wheeler said that of the more than 100,000 Sailors who 
have served as individual augmentees (IA) during the past 10 
years, 67,000 have been Reservists. 

"You can't tell a Reserve from an active duty Sailor, we 
integrate so well," said Wheeler. 

Yeoman 1st Class Kawanda Carter, a Reservist attached 
to Naval Air Facility, Washington, D.C., serving on IA orders 
with Commander, Task Force 56 agreed. 

Carter said there is no difference in how a Reserve 
yeoman operates compared to her active duty counterparts. 

"It's good to know I'm contributing. I feel like I'm a part 
of what's going on," said Carter 

Debbink and Wheeler also spoke about ongoing issues 
like the Senior Enlisted Continuation Board, how a version of 
Perform-To-Serve is coming to the Reserves, Tricare, and 
Continuum of Service (CoS). CoS is an initiative that supports 
seamless transitions across active and Reserve Components 
(AC/RC) that will encourage a lifetime of Navy service. 

The 21st Century Sailor and Marine initiative 
consolidates a set of objectives and policies, new and existing, 
to maximize Sailor and Marine personal readiness, build 
resiliency and hone the most combat-effective force in the 
history of the Department of the Navy. 

 

Return to Index 
 

4. Transition Benefits: ERB Affected Sailors Can Transfer Post 9/11 GI Bill Benefits 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 21 MAR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Andrea Perez, Navy Personnel Command Public 
Affairs 

MILLINGTON, Tenn. -- Eligible Sailors separating due 
to the Enlisted Retention Board (ERB) may qualify to transfer 
their Post 9/11 GI Bill benefits to dependents, officials said 
March 21. 

The Post-9/11 GI Bill provides financial support for 
education and housing to individuals with at least 90 days of 
aggregate service after September 10, 2001, or individuals 
discharged with a service-connected disability after 30 days. 
Sailors must receive an honorable discharge to be eligible for 
the Post-9/11 GI Bill. 

"If you are selected for separation by the ERB and have 
ten years of qualifying service, before your separation date, 
you will be allowed to transfer your benefits to your eligible 
dependents," said Paul Wilder, the Navy's GI Bill program 
manager. 

Under the current Post 9/11 GI Bill policy, qualified 
Sailors may elect to transfer all or a portion of their benefits to 
a spouse or child enrolled in the Defense Eligibility 
Enrollment System (DEERS). For transferability, Sailors must 
have served at least six years in the Armed Forces and agree to 
serve an additional four years, in most cases. 

An exception to the additional four-year service 
obligation is outlined in NAVADMIN 203/09 and states that 
Sailors who elect to transfer benefits must have served at least 
10 years in the Armed Forces and if either Navy, DoD policy 
or federal statute restricts the member from committing to four 
additional years, members must agree to serve the maximum 
amount of time allowed by that policy or statute. 

"ERB Sailors without ten years of qualifying service must 
affiliate with the Reserves and commit to serving four years as 
a drilling Reservist to transfer their benefits," said Wilder. 
"There are no waivers for those who do not meet the ten year 

requirement or for those with less than ten years who choose 
not to become a Reservist." 

Additional Post 9/11 GI Bill benefits for all eligible 
Sailors or dependents under transferability include: 

 All public school in-state tuition and fees. 

 Up to $17,500 a year for private or out-of-state 
school annual tuition 

 Entrance exam fee reimbursement. 

 Monthly housing stipend for non active-duty students 
enrolled at least part-time. 

 Annual book & supplies stipend of $1,000 paid 
proportionately based on enrollment. 

"Approximately 100 ERB affected Sailors have already 
been approved for a transfer of their benefits," said Wilder. 
"Sailors who wish to transfer their benefits must do so before 
their separation date, so it's very important that they do not 
wait to apply." 

More information on transferability can be viewed on the 
Post 9/11 GI Bill website at 
http://www.gibill.va.gov/benefits/post_911_gibill/transfer_of_
benefits.html and Sailors can apply for transferability of 
benefits at https://www.dmdc.osd.mil/TEB. 

To read NAVADMIN 203/09 or for more information on 
benefits and eligibility requirements, read BUPERSNOTE 
1780 on the NPC website at 
http://www.npc.navy.mil/CAREER/EDUCATION/GIBILL/Pa
ges/default.aspx, or call the NPC customer service center at 1-
866-U-ASK-NPC. 

Tranisition benefits are elements of the continuum of 
service area of the 21st Century Sailor and Marine initiative 
which consolidates a set of objectives and policies, new and 
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existing, to maximize Sailor and Marine personal readiness, 
build resiliency and hone the most combat-effective force in 

the history of the Department of the Navy. 

Return to Index 
 
 

CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
5. New Pacific Commander Takes On Half The World 
Task: To boost U.S. clout in area without new resources 
(WASHINGTON TIMES 21 MAR 12) ... Shaun Waterman 

Within 10 years, U.S. Pacific Command will become the 
military’s strategic center of gravity, supplanting Central 
Command and its focus on al Qaeda and the Middle East as 
the Pentagon “pivots” toward Asia. 

At a ceremony this month at PACOM headquarters in 
Hawaii, Navy Adm. Samuel J. Locklear III took command of 
the 250,000 U.S. military personnel, 180 ships and 1,400 
aircraft based in the Pacific region. 

“In a world where the economy, population and military 
power are all shifting toward the Pacific, the job you fill today 
has never been more important,” ArmyGen. Martin E. 
Dempsey, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, told him. 

“We have made clear that we are a Pacific power,” 
Defense Secretary Leon E. Panetta said at the event, adding 
that PACOM’s commander needs to be “a great diplomat” as 
well as “a great warrior.” 

PACOM’s vast area of responsibility covers about half 
the earth’s surface. The 36 nations in its realm include half the 
world’s total population, two of the world’s biggest economies 
(China and Japan), the world’s largest democracy (India) and 
the world’s most populous Muslim nation (Indonesia). 

The region includes the volatile Korean Peninsula, where 
28,500 U.S. military personnel and their South Korean allies 
face North Korea's army across the armistice line of a war that 
finished more than half a century ago but was never formally 
ended. 

The stability of North Korea, where a 20-something 
dictator who inherited the post from his father presides over a 
hermetic and crumbling totalitarian state, is a matter of “great 
concern” to the command’s leaders, said Maj. Gen. Roger F. 
Mathews, deputy commander of Army forces in PACOM. 

“We have a very long-term, very powerful relationship 
with our South Korean allies,” Gen. Mathews said, expressing 
confidence that U.S. forces in the region can deal with “the 
whole spectrum of possible conflict” on the peninsula. 

In many ways, Korea is a model for PACOM, which faces 
the task of having to expand the U.S. military’s impact in the 
region without additional resources, given the current fiscal 
climate. 

The Army’s role in that is to help leverage the manpower 
and firepower of U.S. allies in the region, including Australia, 
Thailand and Indonesia, Gen. Mathews said. 

“How can we help maximize the capabilities of our 
allies?” he asked rhetorically. The answer, he said, is to 
exercise and train alongside them. 

U.S. training missions increasingly would involve units 
not based in the region but rotating in and out from bases in 
the United States as they are pulled out of Afghanistan. 

“Part of the strategic shift [toward Asia] is to ensure that 
as many units as possible have the skills and the experience of 
working in the region,” Gen. Mathews said. 

Even as the Army draws down its overall manpower, 
commanders will keep the 67,000 soldiers it has in PACOM. 
“You’re not going to see the numbers change,” the general 
said. 

Nonetheless, the forces’ capabilities will grow as more 
specialist units are moved into the region or developed there, 
he said. 

In addition to the Army forces based there, five of the 11 
U.S. aircraft-carrier strike groups are based in the PACOM 
theater, as are three of its six squadrons of the newest fifth-
generation fighter jets, the F-22 Raptor. 

The F-22 Raptor is the most expensive piece of military 
hardware in history. For $77.4 billion, the Pentagon bought a 
total of 187 planes - a cost of $413 million each. 

The fighter jets are designed to outfly and outfight 
competitors from even the most advanced militaries, providing 
U.S. commanders with the guarantee of air superiority vital for 
the projection of military power across the vast Pacific region. 

But the Raptor provides not only superiority in the air, say 
U.S. officials, who have hinted at secret cyberwar capabilities. 

The F-22 is “an extremely capable, leading-edge 
technology platform,” Air Force Maj. Gen. Michael A. Keltz, 
director of strategic planning and policy for PACOM, told 
bloggers last year. 

He said the aircraft gives commanders the ability to see 
and act, “not just in the air-to-air regime, but also in the 
cyberregime, the electronic-warfare regime.” 

The cyberdomain is a key area for the command because 
China, PACOM’s largest and most threatening potential 
enemy in the region, likely would strike first with 
cyberweapons in any war, according to a recent report by a 
congressional blue-ribbon panel. 

A pre-emptive Chinese cyberstrike would be designed to 
disrupt the electronic networks on which U.S. forces rely to 
organize and move troops and their supplies of ammunition 
and fuel around the Pacific, according to the U.S.-China 
Economic and Security Review Commission. 

Return to Index 
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6. South China Sea Could Be A New 'Strategic Pivot' 
Interview with Patrick Walsh: 
(ASAHI SHIMBUN21 MAR 12) 

The strategic balance in the South China Sea now has 
both regional and global ramifications and it could be regarded 
as a new “strategic pivot” for the Asia-Pacific region, retired 
U.S. Navy Adm. Patrick Walsh said. 

In a recent interview with The Asahi Shimbun, the former 
U.S. Pacific Fleet commander explained that he based his idea 
on the “heartland” theory of Halford Mackinder (1861-1947), 
a British political geographer who argued in his 1904 paper 
that the interior of Asia and East Europe, which constituted the 
"heartland," had become the strategic center. Mackinder later 
warned that whoever rules the heartland ultimately commands 
the world. 

Walsh pointed out that China’s recent claim to the entire 
South China Sea is "unacceptable." He also expressed 
concerns about China’s development of “anti-access, area 
denial” capabilities, which could restrict the freedom of action 
of U.S. forces and other regional militaries, as well as create 
challenges for global shipping. 

The lack of transparency in China's strategic intentions is 
the major driving factor for regional uncertainty, Walsh said. 
At the same time, he emphasized that the dependability of the 
United States in the region was underscored by the disaster 
relief efforts by U.S. forces following the Great East Japan 
Earthquake and tsunami last year, and that U.S. forces would 
remain forward deployed throughout the region. 

Excerpts of the interview follow: 
Question: Why did you decide to apply Mackinder's 

“heartland” theory to the maritime domain in Southeast 
Asia? 

Answer: What he meant was that if this pivot area was 
stable and secure, then it would have an effect and an impact 
that went far beyond the local area. For us today, it’s the South 
China Sea. And there are a number of factors that come into 
play. 

It begins with trillions of dollars of economic activity that 
flows through a region that has historic disputes on where 
boundaries and lines of delimitation are formed. And now 
what you see is a real demand for resources in the South China 
Sea area, so that if there’s anything that disrupts the freedom 
of navigation, it has far greater impact that goes well beyond 
just the local area. 

Q: What do you think is the current status of the 
South China Sea? 

A: With economic development and activity comes an 
interest in keeping abreast with military technology. And what 
we’re concerned about is that countries starting to develop real 
military capability that can tip the balance in the region. They 
are very interested in procuring more submarines and ships. 

My counterparts, my military commander counterparts, 
are really “on the horns of a dilemma,” because if they don’t 
advocate for keeping abreast with military developments, then 
they run the risk of losing economic water space in the EEZ 
(exclusive economic zone), or the risk of a direct 
confrontation with China. 

Q: What is the role of the United States? 
A: There was never any intention, either overt or indirect, 

to take control. But, the idea of having military power that was 

credible and sustainable, yes. That was always done in 
conjunction with partnerships. I think the role that the United 
States played and can best play is one that supports and 
reinforces the norms of acceptable behavior in international 
water. 

Q: China uses a U-shaped, nine-dash (nine-dotted) line 
along the coastal line and the island chains in the South 
China Sea as the basis for its sovereignty claim. The 
encircled area covers almost the entire South China Sea. 
How should we deal with China’s claim? 

A: It created all kinds of confusion because the language 
China used was “core interest,” the same language used for 
Tibet and Taiwan. The international community is confused. 
And I think the role that we can play is to recognize ahead of 
time that this is an area that can lead to greater 
misunderstanding and greater tension. 

Q: Do you want China to back off from its current 
claim? 

A: How about clarify? I mean, it’s a dash line, not a full 
line. So, there is a message there as well. 

Q: The famous quote of Mackinder goes, “Who rules 
East Europe commands the Heartland; who rules the 
Heartland commands the World-Island; who rules the 
World-Island commands the world.” And apparently 
China is trying to control the South China Sea. Are you 
saying that the United States has to prevent China from 
controlling it? 

A: If you recognize that there is this critical node, this 
locus of activity, you can’t let one country just sort of 
dominate all of that economic activity and expect the world to 
continue to function as it is. 

And unless we, the international community, are there to 
push back, then they can change the norms of behavior. And I 
think one of the challenges with China today is that there are 
some in leadership positions today who do not feel like they 
had an opportunity to participate in the formulation of the 
international norms and behaviors that are in place today. 

And, as a result, they have put out the “nine-dash-line” 
presentation and said, “This body of water, this 1,600 nautical 
miles of water that extends from the southern coast of China 
all the way to the Straits of Malacca, conforms to internal 
Chinese law.” And that, to me, is absolutely unacceptable 
from any perspective, in the international community. 

Q: The recently released new U.S. defense strategic 
guidance, “Sustaining U.S. Global Leadership: Priorities 
for 21st Century Defense,” names China and Iran as states 
that will “continue to pursue asymmetric means to counter 
our power projection capabilities.” And the following Joint 
Operational Access Concept (JOAC) focuses on “the 
emerging anti-access, area denial security challenges.” Can 
you explain the current status of such challenges in the 
Asia-Pacific region? 

A: I think it’s important to start by saying that anti-access, 
area denial (A2/AD) is only that if we let it. If we sit back and 
rationalize that this is not a threat or that we don’t need to 
worry about it, we will have a problem. It will be a threat, and 
we run the risk of losing a very important element of 
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deterrence strategy unless we’re willing to address this 
directly. 

When the electromagnetic spectrum was dominated or 
compromised, when there was technical capability that could, 
in theory, hit moving, maneuvering ships, to sit idly by and 
just sort of wait to see what happens is not an option if we’re 
going to maintain a leadership role. I do know that we live in a 
proliferated world and, regardless of who makes it, it’s going 
to end up in places such as Iran, Syria or North Korea, and 
we’re going to have to deal with it. 

I think we have an investment strategy and we have a 
research and development strategy that keeps pace with the 
developments that are taking place. 

Q: How credible is the power projection capability of 
the United States under this current A2/AD environment? 
Can Japan and other regional states still depend on it? 

A: Well, I think the dependability of the United States has 
been proven over the course of events in the last year, 
Operation Tomodachi, in terms of the willingness to come 
forward, to be responsive, to work quickly on behalf of Japan. 

When you look at how the United States reacts and 
responds to any sort of incident in the South China Sea--the 
secretary of state has been very clear, the secretary of defense 
has been very clear, the president has been very clear--that 
issues of freedom of navigation are everyone’s issues, and this 
is a core interest as far as we’re concerned. 

The question of China’s rise comes up with every country 
I interact with because they are fearful, because China is not 
transparent in terms of their intentions. And even though they 
may present themselves with defensive capability, in the 
public communications, when we look at what that capability 
is really capable of doing, it’s projecting power. 

Q: The question is whether the United States has the 
capability to protect freedom of navigation or action if the 
adversary tries to sabotage it. It’s been 16 years since the 
Taiwan Strait crisis in 1996. And some experts say that the 
U.S. Navy would not be able to dispatch carrier battle 
groups in the vicinity of Taiwan anymore because of the 
emerging A2/AD capability of China. 

A: Well, fair enough. If the fighting has already started, it 
would not make sense to bring a carrier through there. But, in 
the meantime, we have carriers going into Hong Kong all the 
time; we have ships that make the transit all the time. 

If the point is that you need to be alert, and what you are 
going to do with the double-digit SAMs (surface-to-air 
missiles) that are there, what you are going to do with a 
Chinese military capability that is both flying as well as on the 
coast, I think there are steps that we take in terms of the 
guidance that we give to our ships, as well as to our 
commanders at sea, and the training and preparation for it, that 
we’re not going to go into this blind and we’re not going to go 
into a situation like that, where we ignore the capability that 
they have. It’s real. 

In the meantime, if you look at the ability for the Pacific 
Fleet alone to muster up 60 or 70 percent of the 180 ships that 
are assigned to it, with the six carrier strike groups, I think 
that’s a very impressive force that’s available to be used. And 
I think there are ways that we can use this force without 
compromising the safety of the crew. 

Q: I understand the Air-Sea Battle is one of the key 
operational concepts to counter such A2/AD challenges. 

How effective will this be in protecting the credibility of 
U.S. power projection capabilities? 

A: When I look at the Air-Sea Battle, I see the benefit to 
bring the best of resources to bear, from both the Air Force 
and the Navy. And it’s focused on the very problem that we 
were describing. 

For us to just simply allow “business as usual” in the 
procurement process and not focus on A2/AD, I think, would 
be a significant lapse in leadership and judgment. 

Q: One of Japan’s concerns when we see this new U.S. 
defense strategy is the possible decline of deterrence 
capability because of the geographical dispersal of U.S. 
forces in the region, including the new rotational 
deployment of the U.S. Marine Corps to Australia. 

A: I think the answer to the question is, actually, looking 
at it from the other point of view. 

So, when you think about the People’s Liberation Army 
(PLA) and how they might look at the movement of U.S. 
Marines, I’m not sure that they ever contemplated any sort of 
action that would involve direct conflict with U.S. Marines. 
But, there are scenarios where it’s really helpful to have U.S. 
BMD (ballistic missile defense)-capable ships in Northeast 
Asia, and there are scenarios where it’s very helpful to have, 
from our point of view, U.S. carrier strike group presence. 

And that, to me, is a deterrent, and a more likely scenario 
to deter from. 

Q: Looking back at the Senkaku Islands incident in 
September 2010, what should we read into it? 

A: China reacted to international pressure, while their 
initial response was one that escalated tension. The 
international community was appalled at the behavior that 
quickly went from a local incident to a discussion on (export 
restrictions of) rare earth metals. I think the exposure of these 
sorts of problems to the international community is very 
helpful in terms of trying to help China understand what’s 
acceptable and what’s not. 

Q: The naval activities of the PLA Navy in the 
Western Pacific have shown a substantial escalation 
between 2009 and 2012, while you were commander of the 
Pacific Fleet. One obvious example for the Japanese is the 
amount and frequency of traffic through the waterway 
between Okinawa and Miyako Islands. What do you think 
is the proper response? 

A: On occasion, Chinese vessels had stated by means of 
bridge-to-bridge communication that U.S. Navy vessels were 
operating too close to China and were warned not to be there. 
When we checked our location, we were in international 
waters and were, in fact, closer to Japan than China. So there 
is this hubris that has developed and that plays out in local 
areas. I think we should be very clear and address it directly. 

If the Chinese wish to present themselves in ways that 
challenge some of the historic understanding of how waters 
are divided, then I think there is an appropriate Maritime Self-
Defense Force response, whether it’s surveillance, whether it’s 
using those transits as a means of training or gathering 
intelligence. While the Chinese think they’re delivering one 
message, there are ways that you can tip this issue and flip it 
so that it works to the advantage of Japan. 

Q: How does the emergence of space and cyberspace 
as contested domains change the security landscape in 
Asia-Pacific? 
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A: The idea that you can have a domain that is ubiquitous 
allows a potential adversary to win without firing a shot. 
We’re very concerned about countries in the region, which are 
vulnerable to cyber-attack. It seems to me that there is plenty 

of reason why we should develop a cyber coalition that 
addresses the common interests and concerns that countries 
have. 
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7. NWC Report Details Navy's Challenges For Sustained Operations In Changing Arctic Region 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 21 MAR 12) ... James E. Brooks, U.S. Naval War College Public Affairs 

NEWPORT, R.I. -- Stronger relationships with 
international partners and specialized capabilities are needed 
to conduct sustained operations in the changing Arctic region 
was the primary finding of an operations game report posted 
online March 21 by the U.S. Naval War College (NWC). 

The game report contains the findings and 
recommendations gained from multinational players who 
participated in the Fleet Arctic Operations Game (FAOG) 
Sept. 13-16, 2011 at NWC. The purpose of FAOG was to 
identify gaps and limits of sustained maritime operations in 
the changing Arctic region. 

The FAOG report is available at: 
www.usnwc.edu/GameReports. 

"What this report contains are those things we learned 
during the gaming process that senior Navy leadership should 
consider with regards to changing doctrine, organization, 
training, material, leadership, education, personnel and 
funding," said Walter Berbrick, NWC's Arctic region analyst. 
"The findings indicate the Navy is entering a new realm in the 
Arctic. Instead of other nations relying on the U.S. Navy for 
capabilities and resources, sustained operations in the Arctic 
region will require the Navy to rely on other nations for 
capabilities and resources." 

NWC FAOG game director Cmdr. Christopher Gray said 
the report's findings and recommendations reflect challenges 
of the changing Arctic maritime environment and the need for 
international maritime cooperation emphasized by Chief of 
Naval Operations Adm. Jonathan Greenert at the International 
Seapower Symposium held at NWC Oct. 19, 2011. 

"Maritime activity is increasing in the Arctic despite the 
many challenges there," said Gray. "This game not only 
identified gaps in the maritime force's ability to monitor that 
activity but also helped cultivate trust and understanding 
among the group of multinational participants." 

More than 85 mid- to senior-level naval officers, civilian 
government officials and industry experts as well as 

representatives from several partner nations participated in 
FAOG. Players were invited based on their specialized 
knowledge of the Arctic region or functional expertise related 
to cold weather ships, facilities, systems and how they work in 
cold-weather operations. 

"This report is not the opinion of NWC or the Navy but 
that of a multinational group," said Berbrick. "There was 
consensus that there is a great deal of risk in light of the 
climate, the distance required to travel to the Arctic, and 
naturally the presence of ice, fog and high winds. In order to 
reduce the risk of failing a U.S. military operation in the 
Arctic, resources and capabilities through partnerships with 
the U.S. Coast Guard (USCG), Joint Task Force Alaska, tribal 
leaders, industry, and multinational partners will be required." 

The findings and recommendations of FAOG were 
presented to senior leaders at Commander, U.S. Fleet Forces 
Command, the Navy's Task Force Climate Change, and U.S. 
European Command. Recently, the game's findings and 
recommendations were shared to senior leaders at 
Commander, Third Fleet, U.S. Coast Guard Pacific Area, and 
Canadian Navy Maritime Forces Pacific in San Diego, Calif. 

"NWC's support of this operations game provides great 
insight to maritime operations in a challenging and changing 
Arctic environment," said Cmdr. Mike Frantz, U.S. Fleet 
Forces Command's director of fleet experimentation. 

For more than 125 years, NWC's War Gaming 
Department has conducted high-quality applied gaming, 
research, analysis, and education to support the Naval War 
College mission, prepare future maritime leaders, help shape 
decisions on the Navy's future, and strengthen international 
maritime relationships. Gaming serves as an effective 
technique to explore, examine and debate dynamic and 
complex issues or problems, influence military and civilian 
decision makers, and foster enduring partnerships. 
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8. Navy And Civilian First Responders Team Up For Anti-Terrorism Drill 
(WVEC ABC NORFOLK 21 MAR 12) ... Mike Gooding 

VIRGINIA BEACH -- This week the Navy is holding a 
fleet-wide anti-terrorism drill called Solid Curtain/Citadel 
Shield, and Wednesday it took place at Naval Air Station 
Oceana and Naval Station Norfolk. 

In Norfolk, the scenario was: a gunman took hostages on 
base after attacking the Commanding Officer's workspace. 

The Navy partnered with civilian police officers and 
medical first responders. 

At the makeshift command post, base CO Captain Mary 
Jackson said this kind of training with outside agencies is 
crucial. 

"We can't approach things like this in a vacuum without 
their help, so that collaboration is critical," stated Captain 

Jackson. "And we will come out of this with lots of lessons 
identified and then we have to figure out how to learn them, 
put processes into place to correct." 

Meanwhile at Oceana, they pretended that terrorists 
unleashed an airborne Anthrax attack. 

Sailors acted like they were sick and were showing up at 
the emergency room of Sentara Princess Anne Hospital. 

Sentara's disaster and emergency management manager 
says this type of training is great for his personnel, too. 

"We always hope nothing bad happens, but we always 
have to be prepared for a number of different things, whether 
it's a man-made, natural or technological disaster," said 
William Brown. 
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Solid Curtain continues Thursday and Friday. The Navy 
warns that the impact on local traffic could be especially 

noticeable on Friday. 
View Clip (RT: 2:12) 
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9. Naval Air Station Responders Unite During Security Breach Exercise 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 21 MAR 12) ... Lt. j.g. Tim Mosso, Naval Airs Station Whiting Field Public Affairs 

MILTON, Fla. -- Naval Air Station (NAS) Whiting Field 
conducted a test of its physical security and emergency 
response capabilities during a simulated security breach, 
March 20. 

The drill, which was conducted as a component of the 
March 19-25, Navywide Solid Curtain/Citadel Shield force 
protection exercise, was designed to engage and evaluate each 
of the air station's crisis response professions. 

Rudy Mendiola, NAS Whiting Field Training and 
Exercise coordinator, described the drill as a security response 
simulation, albeit one focused on those disciplines unique to 
the air station. 

"It's what we call an ECP-entry control point protection. 
Nationally, everyone is going to simulate an elevated force 
protection status. [NAS Whiting Field] has coordinated our 
installation services to focus on exercising their individual, 
unique capabilities," Mendiola said. 

The air station's personnel were confronted with a 
scenario involving forced entry to base grounds by a 
suspicious, unauthorized private vehicle. The initial stage of 
the drill engaged the physical security forces of the base under 
the aegis of Security Department training officer Rodney 
Wood. 

"We had the primary lead since it was a security breach; 
we're the first responders, Wood said. "Our role was to detect 
the breach, neutralize the threat, and secure the scene for the 
other agencies. Once the physical task of extraction was 
judged beyond the capabilities of the first responders, because 
it's an integrated exercise, we handed that task to fire 
suppression crews and paramedical teams from the Fire 
Department." 

Following a brief pursuit, the "bogie" simulated a 
desperate evasion maneuver, and base crews were instructed 
to respond as if the vehicle had been disabled, rendered 
hazardous, and impervious to safe occupant extraction. 

This sequence was designed to test the teams' professional 
skills as well as their communication procedures. Security 
established initial on-scene command, and a dynamic, on-the-
fly turnover of authority was required in order to ensure no 
delay in the deployment of fire crews. The interaction of 
agencies during this process was judged essential to the 
success of the exercise. 

"When security got on the scene today, they saw a vehicle 
upturned, assessed the situation, realized the extraction and 
treatment was beyond their immediate capabilities, and they 
did an on-scene change-of-command with fire [crews]," Wood 
said. 

The arrival of fire crews introduced fire suppression and 
paramedical capabilities to the on-scene resources, but a new 
challenge emerged. As firefighters and EMT personnel 

approached the wreck, unspecified "hazardous material" was 
declared to be present on the scene. 

The additional threat element prompted a temporary 
withdrawal while suppression crews reviewed the potential 
hazards. Ultimately, the material was judged to be spilt 
gasoline, not an improvised explosive, and crews were able to 
manage the risk while tending to the intruder. 

"As far as the planning, conducting the exercise, the 
crews performed outstanding. All of our objectives on the 
scene were met; they did everything I was looking for," Fire 
and EMS training officer Chief Brian Tracey, said. "We build 
experience on every single drill, regardless of how well or 
successfully we execute, but they really excelled today. And a 
big part of this drill was communication with Security, which 
was great. The transfer went off without a hitch," he added. 

Base Public Works Environmental personnel were the last 
to engage the crash scene. While specialist skills of Security, 
Fire, and EMT personnel addressed the most exigent threats, 
the lingering challenge of scattered pollutants required a 
different approach. Public Works environmental director Mike 
Pattison illustrated the challenge. 

"Environmental would be called in once [the] security and 
fire [crews] have secured the scene in their respective fashions 
and released the site to [the] environmental [crew]. We will 
restore the site from any hazmat spills. Today, we were on site 
with a dedicated spill responder," Pattison said. 

While interdisciplinary responders served as the core of 
the drill team, they were not alone. In order to make the drill 
as representative as possible, personnel from unrelated base 
agencies were on hand to experience the pace, process, and 
intensity of a crisis situation. 

Individuals from Morale, Welfare, and Recreation, 
Branch Medical Clinic, public affairs, the chaplain's office, 
and the Fleet and Family Support Center were all present. 

"We wanted them to get used to operating in this 
environment because they [non-responders] are not used to 
being in these situations. Of course, the interdisciplinary 
handoff was outstanding because these groups work with each 
other all the time on simulations, but we wanted to broaden 
the experience of our other personnel to prepare them," 
Mendiola said. 

The air station conducts a minimum of four significant 
force protection and crisis response drills per calendar year. 
Ultimately, the goal of each is to ensure safety for the base's 
personnel and mission readiness for the core task of training 
naval aviators. Wood views this objective as the ultimate 
benefit of diligent preparation. 

"Whiting Field is, above all, about its people. We have 
students, staff, dependents, and retirees who depend on a safe 
environment. We want people to come aboard and feel safe." 
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10. USS San Diego Completes First Port Visit In Cuba 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 21 MAR 12) ... Chief Mass Communication Specialist Holly Boynton, USS San Diego Public Affairs 

GUANTANAMO BAY, Cuba -- USS San Diego (LPD 
22) departed Naval Station Guantanamo Bay, Cuba following 
her first port visit March 21. 

San Diego arrived in Cuba March 18, three days after 
departing Huntington Ingalls Shipyard in Pascagoula, Miss. 
While in Cuba, San Diego hosted ship's tours for more than 
100 base personnel and their families, including Commander, 
Joint Task Force Guantanamo, Rear Adm. David Woods. 

"We don't get to see very many Navy ships come through 
here," said Woods. "This is really impressive and it's a 

pleasure to come out and show our joint team what the Navy's 
all about. It's a fantastic ship; I see why you're so proud of it. 
For the crew, it's obvious in the attitude how they want to 
display this ship. It is the Navy's finest." 

San Diego is the fourth ship named for the city and the 
sixth ship in the San Antonio class. The ship features many 
new systems and features, both for mission effectiveness and 
crew comfort. 

San Diego is currently en route to her future homeport 
and namesake city for commissioning in May 2012. 
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11. Three Hampton Roads Ships To Deploy Next Week 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 21 MAR 12) ... Corinne Reilly 

Thousands of Sailors will deploy next week aboard three 
Hampton Roads-based Navy ships, the service said this 
afternoon. 

The amphibious ships Iwo Jima, New York and Gunston 
Hall will leave Tuesday from Norfolk Naval Station and Joint 
Expeditionary Base Little Creek for a sea tour that will last at 
least six months. They'll spend the deployment in the Navy's 
Fifth and Sixth Fleet areas, which include parts of Europe, 
Africa and the Middle East. 

Accompanying the Sailors will be the 24th Marine 
Expeditionary Unit, based at Camp Lejeune, N.C. 

The deployment is part of a regular rotation of forces, a 
Navy news release said. The Sailors and Marines will patrol 
international waters and respond to crises if needed. 

The group is commanded by Capt. Mark H. Scovill, who 
heads the Navy's Amphibious Squadron Eight. 
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GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
12. U.N. Security Council Backs Peace Plan For Syria 
(WASHINGTON POST 22 MAR 12) ... Colum Lynch 

UNITED NATIONS -- The U.N. Security Council on 
Wednesday endorsed international emissary Kofi Annan's 
diplomatic plan to stop violence in Syria, crack open the door 
to humanitarian relief and prod the Syrian government and 
opposition into talks on a political settlement. 

The endorsement constituted a rare show of unity by the 
Security Council on the crisis in Syria, where more than 8,000 
people have been killed since President Bashar al-Assad's 
government launched a crackdown on protesters a year ago. It 
also lends additional muscle to the efforts of Annan, who 
serves as the joint U.N.-Arab League envoy to Syria, to 
persuade Assad to accept his terms. 

A Security Council statement is less forceful than a 
legally binding resolution but often serves as a first step 
toward tougher action. 

The United States and its Arab and European partners 
have pressed for passage of an Arab League proposal that 
would have required Assad to yield considerable powers to a 
transitional government. But Russia, backed by China, 
recently vetoed a resolution endorsing that plan, insisting that 
the Syrian government should remain central to any 
negotiations on a political settlement in Syria. 

To secure Russian support, the council's Western and 
Arab powers were forced to offer several concessions. A 
council statement, as a result, includes no condemnation of 
Syria, no specific timetable for a political transition and a 
watered-down threat of possible action against Syria if it fails 
to comply with the Annan plan. 

At the last minute, the statement's sponsors also stripped 
out a U.S. amendment demanding that Syria immediately 
allow U.N. humanitarian workers unimpeded access to 
civilians. 

Still, Russia's and China's support for the statement 
represents a considerable blow to Assad, who has counted on 
the council's disunity in rebuffing previous diplomatic 
entreaties. 

Susan E. Rice, the U.S. ambassador to the United Nations, 
characterized the council's action as a "modest step" but added 
that it offered the greatest hope of reuniting the 15-nation 
council. 

"As the council recognized," Rice said, "Annan's proposal 
is the best way to put an end to the violence, facilitate much-
needed humanitarian assistance and advance a Syrian-led 
political transition. We urge the Syrian authorities to respond 
swiftly and positively." 

The council's action comes less than a week after Annan, 
a former U.N. secretary-general, appealed to the Security 
Council in a closed-door session to rally behind his initiative 
and reflects mounting concern that the worsening violence 
could descend into a protracted civil war. 

In continued violence Wednesday, activist groups said 52 
people were killed across Syria, including at least 25 who died 
in shelling by government forces against the Homs 
neighborhood of Khaldiyeh, a rebel stronghold. The figures 
could not be independently verified, but the reports of 
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violence are consistent with indications that the government is 
still pressing an offensive to crush the year-long revolt. 

There were also reports of firefights in two Damascus 
suburbs, Harasta and Arbeen, between government forces and 
rebel fighters. 

Meanwhile, in a statement posted on a jihadist Web site, a 
newly established Islamist group called the al-Nusra Front 
claimed responsibility for an unspecified number of recent 
bombings, including two attacks in Damascus over the 
weekend that targeted branches of the Syrian security services. 

Wednesday's U.N. statement endorses a six-point plan 
that Annan presented this month to Assad and that calls on the 
Syrian leader to halt his military crackdown and appoint an 
envoy to participate in talks with the opposition. 

The plan urges Assad to "commit to stop the fighting and 
achieve urgently an effective United Nations supervised 
cessation of armed violence" and to join in a "Syrian-led 
political process" that will "address the legitimate aspirations 
of the Syrian people." 

It would require Assad to "immediately" cease military 
advances on towns, end the use of heavy weapons, including 
tanks and artillery, and "begin pullback of military 
concentrations in and around population centers." 

Annan's initiative would also require the government to 
accelerate the release of political prisoners, permit local and 
international journalists freedom of movement throughout the 
country and "ensure timely provision of humanitarian 
assistance" in conflict zones, including a "daily two-hour 
humanitarian pause" in the fighting to facilitate such 
assistance. 

Annan pledged that he would seek similar commitments 
from the armed opposition. 

Syria has rejected some key provisions of Annan's plan, 
arguing that a military pullback from restive towns would 
leave a security vacuum and demanding that Annan first 
provide guarantees that opposition fighters will lay down their 
weapons and that other governments will stop financing or 
arming them. 

"I would characterize the response as disappointing," 
Annan told the council Friday, according to a confidential 
copy of his address, posted by the Arabic-language network 
al-Hurra's U.N. reporter. "My mission will be very difficult 
and faces daunting odds. But I am convinced it can succeed 
with the united support of the international community behind 
one mediator effort, with clear goals." 
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13. Obama To Discuss North Korea, Iran 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 22 MAR 12) ... Carol E. Lee and Jay Solomon 

WASHINGTON -- North Korea and Iran are expected to 
dominate President Barack Obama's trip to South Korea this 
weekend, as concerns mount about Tehran's nuclear ambitions 
and Pyongyang's preparations for a satellite launch the U.S. 
and its allies said they believe is largely for military purposes. 

Pyongyang's launch, scheduled for mid-April, could 
undercut recent White House efforts to ratchet down tensions 
with North Korea's new leader, Kim Jong Eun. 

The U.S. said on Wednesday that it is suspending efforts 
to recover remains of thousands of fallen service members in 
North Korea, the Associated Press reported. 

The North's actions also are clouding Mr. Obama's 
disarmament agenda, which is being challenged by Iran's 
continued advances in its nuclear program. 

Mr. Obama is set to arrive in South Korea on Sunday to 
attend the 2012 Nuclear Security Summit, a platform for 
world leaders to discuss ways to contain the spread of 
weapons of mass destruction. 

The real action, however, will take place on the sidelines 
of the summit, where Mr. Obama is scheduled to hold 
meetings with the leaders of China, Russia and Turkey. 

He also will deliver a speech in Seoul detailing the 
challenges posed by Iran and North Korea. 

U.S. officials warned ahead of Mr. Obama's visit that a 
launch is likely to unravel a recent agreement to deliver food 
aid to Pyongyang and could prompt stronger sanctions, a 
message the president will stress during his two days in Seoul. 

"They may choose to deepen their isolation," said Danny 
Russel, senior Asia director on the White House National 
Security Council. 

"That would be unfortunate, and we think that that would 
be a mistake that will only exacerbate the problems that North 
Korea faces and the suffering of the North Korean people," he 
added. 

North Korea's announcement last week that it was 
preparing to launch a satellite next month also represented an 
embarrassment for the Obama administration. 

The president had resisted directly engaging Pyongyang 
since taking office in 2009 because of its history of reneging 
on disarmament commitments. Last month, the new 
government of Kim Jong Eun publicly pledged to freeze its 
nuclear and long-range missile programs in exchange for food 
aid from Washington. 

But days later, it said it would launch the satellite, which 
it said would be in honor of North Korean founder Kim Il 
Sung, arguing that it would be different from a missile test. 

U.S. officials said preventing the North Korean launch 
will be among the top issues raised during Mr. Obama's talks 
with Russian President Dmitry Medvedev and President Hu 
Jintao of China. 

"We certainly hope and recommend that China bring all 
the instruments of power to bear to influence the decision-
making in North Korea along the lines that President Obama 
has advocated," said Mr. Russel. 

U.S. officials also expect the launch, in particular, to 
dominate Mr. Obama's meeting with South Korean President 
Lee Myung-bak. 

"It's a home game for him, so he gets at least half of the 
agenda," said an administration official working on 
disarmament issues. 

Iran also will be on the agenda for Mr. Obama's meetings 
with China and Russia, as well as with Prime Minister Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan of Turkey. 

Syria, while not on the summit agenda, also will be part 
of the president's discussions with those leaders, officials said. 

U.S. officials see Mr. Obama's speech Monday at Hankuk 
University in Seoul as an opportunity for him to articulate how 
his overall nuclear-security agenda -- at the top of which is 
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keeping a nuclear weapon from terrorists -- dovetails with the 
West's current standoff with Iran and North Korea. 

"I think there is a very direct connection between the 
president's achievements on nuclear security and 
nonproliferation and our efforts to deal with Iran and North 
Korea," said Ben Rhodes, a deputy national security adviser. 

Mr. Obama has made counterproliferation one of his top 
national security priorities, and the White House has cited the 
Nuclear Security Summit as an important part of his overall 
strategy. 

At the first summit in 2010, which Mr. Obama hosted in 
Washington, 47 countries pledged to secure all fissile material 
usable to build nuclear weapons in a four-year time frame. 

White House officials this week said there has been 
important progress over the past two years to further galvanize 
the international community to guard against these materials 
getting loose. Countries such as Kazakhstan have handed over 
substantial stockpiles of weapons-grade materials to 
Washington. And the United Nations is working with 
Washington to establish a nuclear fuel bank, which would 
provide countries with the nuclear fuel needed to run reactors 
and reducing their need to produce such materials 
domestically. 

Mr. Obama is scheduled to meet with Kazakhstan's 
President Nursultan Nazarbayev, a long-serving strongman, 
while in Seoul as well. 

"Eighty percent of the national commitments made in 
Washington have already been completed, with is a pretty 
good batting average," said Gary Samore, the White House's 
top nonproliferation official. 

Still, the advances made in the North Korean and Iranian 
nuclear programs in recent years risk undermining the Obama 
administration's overall record on nonproliferation, said 
analysts and congressional officials. 

Mr. Obama has for three years wanted Congress to ratify 
a treaty banning the future testing of American nuclear 
weapons, called the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty. And the 
White House hoped to promote internationally the Fissile 
Material Cutoff Treaty, which would ban the future production 
of weapons-grade uranium and plutonium. 

As Mr. Obama nears the end of his first term, however, 
the White House has yet to submit to the Senate any 
legislation to ratify the test-ban pact. And congressional 

officials said the White House would lack support for the pact 
with nuclear programs in Iran and North Korea racing ahead. 

Meanwhile, American allies, including Jordan, Turkey 
and Saudi Arabia, have resisted American pressure to make 
formal commitments not to produce nuclear fuel domestically. 
Mr. Obama has publicly voiced his concerns that should Iran 
develop nuclear weapons, many other countries in the Middle 
East will likely follow. 

Mr. Obama's policy on nuclear cooperation with allied 
countries has also drawn criticism of the White House from 
Congress. 

The president signed a nuclear-cooperation agreement in 
2009 with the United Arab Emirates that bound the Persian 
Gulf country not to enrich uranium domestically. 
Administration officials indicated that the White House would 
hold the agreement as the "gold standard" for any future deal 
with foreign governments. But in recent weeks, the State and 
Energy Departments reversed this decision, suggesting 
countries like Saudi Arabia would gain nuclear technologies 
without making similar commitments. 

Key senators working on nonproliferation, including 
Republican Richard Lugar of Indiana, have criticized the 
White House's decision and called for hearings. Such a move, 
they argue, could directly counter Mr. Obama's pledge to 
reduce the amount of fissile materials internationally. 

"If applied consistently in future agreements, this standard 
could become a bulwark against further countries engaging in 
enrichment and…eliminate opportunities for potential 
proliferators," Sen. Lugar wrote last month in a letter to the 
Senate Foreign Relations Committee. 

Mr. Obama last visited Asia in November. He arrives in 
South Korea for two days at an interesting time for a region 
that has become a top priority for his administration. 

In recent months, one of China's closest allies, Myanmar, 
has taken steps to embrace economic and political overhauls 
and reorient its foreign policy toward the west. The issue of 
control of the South China Sea remains a hot-button topic in 
the region and U.S. officials said Mr. Obama would raise it 
with President Hu. 

The president's initial stop in South Korea will be his 
first-ever visit to the demilitarized zone. Administration 
officials said he will use the moment to meet with U.S. troops 
and send a signal of the U.S. alliance with South Korea. 
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14. S. Korea Seeks To Extend Missile Range Against Threat From North 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 21 MAR 12) ... Sangwon Yoon 

South Korean President Lee Myung Bak is seeking to 
extend the range of the country’s ballistic missiles in response 
to possible nuclear and missile attacks from North Korea, a 
presidential spokeswoman said. 

Lee yesterday told reporters that the government is in 
discussions with the U.S. to amend a 2001 accord that restricts 
South Korea’s missile range to 300 kilometers (186 miles), 
spokeswoman Lee Mi Yon said. An agreement will be reached 
shortly because conditions and realities have changed, she 
cited the president as saying. 

The talks come as North Korea, under new leader Kim 
Jong Un, plans to launch a satellite atop a long-range rocket 
next month that the U.S. says will nullify a deal to provide the 
impoverished totalitarian state with food aid. President Barack 

Obama arrives in Seoul next week to attend a summit on 
checking nuclear proliferation, where the agenda will include 
North Korea’s atomic weapons program. 

“We’re always looking for ways to enhance defense 
cooperation and ways of promoting enhanced stability of 
South Korea and stability in the region,” Pentagon spokesman 
George Little said yesterday at a briefing in Washington, 
declining to give specifics on talks with South Korea. 

North Korea has rejected international criticism of its 
announcement of the launch to celebrate the centennial of the 
birth of state founder Kim Il Sung, Kim Jong Un’s 
grandfather. A North Korean rocket fired in 2009 
demonstrated a reach of up to 4,500 kilometers, and the 
government aims to increase the range to 7,000 kilometers, 
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according to Baek Seung Joo of the Korea Institute for 
Defense Analyses in Seoul. 

North Korea invited United Nations inspectors back to 
survey its nuclear facilities for the first time in three years, as 
part of its February agreement to halt nuclear and missile tests 
in exchange for 240,000 metric tons of U.S. food aid. 

While Kim’s regime says the April rocket launch and 
food deal are separate issues, the U.S. yesterday suspended 
efforts to recover remains in North Korea of thousands of its 
soldiers who died during the 1950-1953 Korean War, citing 
next month’s plan. The Obama administration had begun 
resuming an effort that was put on hold in 2005. 

“When there are suggestions that they might launch 
ballistic missiles, when they make bellicose statements about 
South Korea and engage in actions that could be construed as 
provocative, we think that it’s not the right time to undertake 
this effort,” Pentagon spokesman Little said. “So we’re 
hopeful that we will get past this period and that we can 
continue the remains recovery effort.” 

The two Koreas technically remain at war since the 
conflict ended without a peace treaty. North Korea, which has 
twice detonated a nuclear device, has more than 250 long-
range artillery installations along the world’s most fortified 
border in reach of Seoul. 
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15. Philippines, China Vow Friendly Relations Despite Territorial Dispute 
(VOICE OF AMERICA 21 MAR 12) 

The Philippines and China are trying to repair tensions 
over territorial disputes with a series of cultural events during 
the next two years. 

Cultural Exchanges 
At this week’s event in Manila ushering in a series of 

cultural exchanges with China, Philippine Foreign Affairs 
Secretary Albert del Rosario noted the two countries’ history 
and geography would only partly determine their relationship. 

But in an event aimed at repairing their ties, his words 
echoed the same themes of respect and rule of law the 
Philippines has been using to argue its case in the South China 
Sea territorial dispute. 

“It behooves us, therefore, both Filipinos and Chinese, to 
build the bonds of amity on the strongest of foundations, not 
only of mutual benefit but also of mutual respect, sovereign 
equality, dialog, and the rule of law,” Rosario said. 

South China Sea Disputes 
The Philippines has repeatedly referred to the U.N. 

Convention on the Law of the Sea in its dispute with China 
over a group of islands in the South China Sea. The United 
Nations says a country has jurisdiction over its exclusive 
economic zone. That area is 370 kilometers beyond a nation’s 
coastline and the Philippines says some of these islands are 
well within its exclusive economic zone. 

China claims practically the entire sea based on a 
centuries-old map. 

Vietnam, Malaysia, Brunei and Taiwan also have claims 
in the sea, which is believed to hold vast reserves of oil and 
natural gas. It is a fishing hotspot and some of the world’s 
busiest sea lanes pass through its waters. 

In the past year, the Philippines has complained of at least 
nine run-ins with China in the sea. Last year, it said Chinese 
patrol boats harassed a ship on an exploration exercise. 

China has called the complaints baseless and has turned 
down offers to bring the dispute before a U.N. tribunal. It has 
instead repeatedly called for bilateral talks with claimant 
countries to resolve the issue. 

Seeking Common Ground, Shelving Differences 
At the friendly exchanges kick off, China’s special envoy 

to the Philippines Niu Dun’s speech was peppered with 
references to the one-on-one relationship between the two 
countries. He spoke through an interpreter. 

“Our two countries should continue to respect each other, 
seek common ground while shelving differences, expand 
consensus and properly handle differences through dialogue, 
and uphold the overall friendly relations between China and 
the Philippines," Niu stated. "We need to cherish the hard-won 
momentum of sound development of our bilateral relations.” 

During the past year, the Philippines has shifted its 
military focus towards international security. In August it 
received a U.S. Hamilton-class cutter, which is the largest ship 
in its small naval fleet. The ship, the Gregorio del Pilar, is 
patrolling waters off the South China Sea at the country’s only 
natural gas drilling project. It is poised to receive a second 
ship this year. 

The Philippine Energy Department is expected to award 
oil and gas exploration contracts next month, at least two in 
the disputed areas. China, through an editorial in its state-run 
daily, has expressed great displeasure at the move, saying the 
Philippines will have to take responsibility if any “fresh flare-
up of the South China Sea issue” should arise. 

Beijing is launching its portion of the cultural exchange 
program with the Philippines next month. 
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16. Fighter Trends Change For 2020 And Beyond 
(AVIATION WEEK 21 MAR 12) ... Bill Sweetman 

WASHINGTON - The past few years have made it 
abundantly clear that the mid-term future of airpower is not 
what a lot of people planned. Large-scale procurement of the 
stealthy F-35 Joint Strike Fighter has slipped into the 2020s. 
The aircraft types in service today—which made their first 
flights as much as 40 years ago—will be the world’s frontline 
fleets through the rest of this decade, and will make up the 
majority of fighting forces well into the 2020s. 

This does not mean that technological and operational 
progress has stopped. Fighters delivered in the 2010s may not 
look new from the other end of the flight line, but at closer 
range, the changes are very important. 

Possibly the ultimate example of this trend is the Russian 
Su-35S. Aviation Week & Space Technology revealed the 
existence of its progenitor, the Su-27, in 1977, when it was 
identified by Western intelligence as RAM-K. With fully 
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integrated flight and propulsion control, an as-yet unique 
wide-angle radar, a big-screen cockpit and a structural 
overhaul, the Su-35S will carry the design into the 2030s. 

Not all the technologies being fitted into new-production 
and upgraded fighters today are completely new. Active, 
electronically scanned array radars, satcoms, onboard active 
electronic warfare (EW) suites and helmet-mounted displays 
have been around for a while. However, they have all become 
less expensive, more reliable and better performing, and (more 
importantly) the computer power to make them work together 
is now affordable. 

The result is another advance in the characteristics that 
convince governments and air forces to keep buying these 
expensive machines. Combat capability is important: 
survivability, lethality, precision and the fact that they put a 
human operator over the target. 

But what makes fighter aircraft unique among military 
systems is versatility, in two dimensions. The first dimension 
is across missions: Almost any combat asset, from a machine-
gun-toting Toyota to a cruiser, can be a fighter target. The 
second dimension, which we are now seeing exploited, is 
adaptability across time. 

The Singapore air force’s F-15 and F-16 on display at last 
month’s air show in the Southeast Asian -republic typify that 
adaptability. Both were designed as pure air-to-air fighters, but 
armed and configured as self-defending strikers. They carried 
the Lockheed Martin Lantirn and Sniper targeting pods—
representing a class of systems that has turned fighters into 
precision bombers, close air support (CAS) platforms and 
intelligence gatherers. Both carry active EW to address 

improvements in defensive systems. They have conformal fuel 
tanks, trading fighter performance for range and versatility. 
Lockheed Martin also chose Singapore to unveil the F-16V 
upgrade and new-production variant, further extending the 
fighter’s life. 

The improvements reflect changes in mission. Both 
aircraft were designed to go against the Warsaw Pact’s massed 
regiments of fighters, sparking the classic and very truthful 
joke: Two Soviet generals, watching the victory parade on the 
Champs Elysees, and one says, “Such a pity, Comrade, that 
we lost the air battle.” Guided by AirLand Battle doctrine, the 
F-15E and F-16 Block 30/40 added air-to-ground precision 
weapons to counter Warsaw Pact armor and logistics. 

Today, CAS, air policing and nontraditional intelligence, 
surveillance and reconnaissance lead the way—missions in 
which the fighter becomes even more networked with other 
systems, and where sensors, weapons and communications 
may be more important than platform performance. They are 
also missions associated with long campaigns and routine 
operations, stressing operating costs and durability. 

And tomorrow? More air forces are taking advantage of 
the availability of affordable airborne early warning and 
control systems to refine the common operational air picture 
for their fighters. Networking has vast benefits, if done 
properly and made resistant to enemy action. New weapons—
the Small-Diameter Bomb Increment II, France’s versatile 
Hammer and the promising Meteor air-to-air missile—will 
keep today’s platforms lethal. In the longer term, networking 
points to the increasing integration of manned and unmanned 
vehicles. 
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17. Canberra Keeps Options Open On F-35 Capability Gap Plans 
(FLIGHT INTERNATIONAL 21 MAR 12) 

Australia is keeping its options open with regard to its 
planned purchase of the Lockheed Martin F-35 Lightning II, 
and will decide in late 2012 or early 2013 whether there is a 
capability that warrants the procurement of additional Boeing 
F/A-18E/F Super Hornets. 

Minister for defence Stephen Smith outlined Canberra's 
position on the F-35 in a doorstop interview with Australian 
journalists. Smith was asked how concerns about the F-35's 
price in Japan and talk of cancelling the F-35 in Canada could 
influence Australia's purchase of the aircraft. 

"There is no mixed message so far as Australia is 
concerned," says Smith. "Australia's message for some six or 
more months now has been that we will not allow a gap in our 
air combat capability to emerge or arise, and as a consequence 
of that, in the course of this year, we'll be making very careful 
judgments about whether, as a result of the scheduling of the 
F-35 moving to the right, there is a need for us to consider 
other or additional capability." 

The additional capability Smith alluded to is the possible 
acquisition of additional Super Hornets, of which Canberra 
ordered 24 examples in 2007 owing to delays in the F-35 
programme. 

Canberra has plans to buy up to 100 F-35s, but is so far 
only committed to 14 aircraft. Two of these will be delivered 
in the USA in 2014 to support work to train ground crew and 
pilots. The delivery timing of the subsequent 12 aircraft has 
yet to be determined, says Smith. 

Noting that the U.S. Air Force is considering an upgrade 
to its fleet of Lockheed Martin F-16s to close any capability 
gap stemming from delays in the F-35 programme, he says: 
"I've always been confident that in the end the [F-35] project 
would get up because of the significant investment made in 
it." 

"My concern has been one of scheduling, one of 
production, one of availability, and that's why I am being 
absolutely assiduous about ensuring that we don't have a gap 
in capability. We'll make that judgment or decision in the 
course of this year. We've made no conclusions about that, but 
additional Super Hornets is an obvious option." 

Australian media reports suggest Canberra could buy 12-
24 additional Super Hornets. There is also speculation that it 
could convert a portion of its Super Hornet fleet to EA-18G 
Growler configuration, providing the Royal Australian Air 
Force with a comprehensive electronic warfare capability. 
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18. Study Counts Cost Of Trident 
(FINANCIAL TIMES (UK) 21 MAR 12) ... By James Blitz, Defence and Diplomatic Editor 

Britain would save almost £84bn over the next 50 years if 
it were to abandon plans to replace the submarines that launch 
its independent nuclear deterrent, according to a study of the 
long-term costs of maintaining the capability. 

As politicians at Westminster debate whether the UK 
should begin building boats to carry the Trident D-5 missile, 
an independent cross-party commission has published a report 
detailing what the long-term savings from cancellation would 
be. 

According to the study by Basic, a think-tank, 
cancellation of the nuclear weapons programme would 
produce “substantial cost savings of £83.5bn over the period 
2016 to 2062, equivalent to an annual average saving of 
£1.86bn a year.” 

The study by Keith Hartley, a leading defence economist 
at the University of York, notes that the UK would see job 
loses in shipbuilding as a result of scrapping the scheme. 
Almost 31,000 jobs would be lost over the next half century if 
the the boats were not built. 

“Without a Trident replacement there will be serious 
questions about the future viability of the UK submarine 
industry,” Professor Hartley said. “Without alternative 
warship building work, then Barrow-in-Furness and other city 
economies such as Aldermaston and Plymouth need 
appropriate government adjustment policies.” 

Britain will need to make a final decision on whether to 
build the submarines by 2016, at which point the “main gate” 

contractual payments must start to BAE Systems, the main 
supplier. The three main parties are committed to a submarine-
based deterrent although the Liberal Democrats have argued 
that cheaper options can be sought. 

David Cameron, prime minister, is firmly committed to an 
independent submarine-based deterrent. However, the report 
of the Basic Trident Commission – headed by three leading 
parliamentary figures: Lord Browne of Ladyton, Sir Malcolm 
Rifkind and Sir Menzies Campbell – could have an effect on 
the domestic debate ahead of 2016. 

Professor Hartley’s report will be seen as further evidence 
of the immense financial pressure that the successor 
programme for the deterrent is putting on the Ministry of 
Defence equipment budget. According to some experts, 
rebuilding the deterrent could consume at least 30 per cent of 
the MoD’s entire equipment programme by the end of this 
decade. 

Malcolm Chalmers, of the Royal United Services 
Institute, a think-tank, issued a report last year stating that if 
costs of rebuilding the deterrent could not be kept under 
control, other projects would suffer. One of these is the UK’s 
plan to buy about 50 Joint Strike Fighter combat jets to fly 
from its new aircraft carrier, the Queen Elizabeth. A second 
project that could suffer is the plan to build a surface 
combatant, the Type-26 frigate. 
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19. Navy Medicine, Private Industry Partnership Seeks Malaria, Mosquito Control In Africa 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 21 MAR 12) ... Lt. Ryan Larson, Navy Entomology Center of Excellence Public Affairs 

ACCRA, Ghana -- The Navy Entomology Center of 
Excellence (NECE) headquartered at Naval Air Station 
Jacksonville announced March 21 a key collaboration with an 
international company as part of a program to discover new 
public health pesticides for controlling mosquitoes. 

Vestergaard Frandsen (VF) is an international company 
based in Europe that specializes in complex emergency 
response and disease control products. 

VF is interested in techniques developed by NECE and 
the United States Department of Agricultural Center for 
Medical and Veterinary Entomology (CMAVE) to aid in the 
discovery of new insecticides with new active ingredients for 
use in treating bed nets and conducting indoor residual 
pesticide applications, the cornerstone of malaria prevention 
programs in Africa. 

Katelyn Chalaire, NECE entomologist, will provide direct 
support to Vestergaard Frandsen's pesticide discovery 
initiative. Chalaire's expertise stems from her work in the 
discovery and evaluation of new pesticides used to control 
mosquitoes as part of the congressionally mandated Deployed 
War-Fighter Protection (DWFP) Program. 

Chalaire and Dr. James Becnel of CMAVE in Gainesville, 
Fla., presented a training workshop on pesticide screening 
procedures at VF's laboratory in Accra. NECE has 
collaborations with civilian and government agencies, 
including CMAVE, the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention, and the U.S. Department of Agriculture. 

"I conducted a toxicology screening workshop for five 
laboratory technicians and the laboratory manager of the VF-
Ghana research laboratory," said Chalaire. "This workshop 
will enable the CMAVE and VF-Ghana screening programs to 
exchange chemicals for evaluation and will be beneficial to 
DoD's goal of identifying new chemicals for vector control." 

The workshop included an oral presentation detailing 
advanced pesticide screening techniques used by Chalaire, 
followed by a hands-on demonstration of the screening 
protocol. Ultimately, the training standardized methods 
between the two labs, promoting product and results 
exchanges. 

According to Chalaire, mosquitoes are developing 
resistance to insecticides commonly used in public health 
programs, so it is imperative to identify new compounds for 
both military and non-military use to control human disease 
transmitted by blood-feeding insects. 

"Chemicals with new modes of action will be targeted in 
an effort to overcome insecticide-resistant insect populations," 
said Chalaire. "This coincides with efforts of CMAVE and 
NECE as part of the Deployed War-Fighter Protection 
Program to discover new public health pesticides and identify 
new strategies for insecticide-resistance management." 

Although VF is focused on finding new products to be 
used on bed nets, these insecticides with new modes of action 
could also be used as an alternative to permethrin currently 
used to treat military fabrics (e.g., uniforms, tents, barriers, 
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etc.), during residual insecticide applications, and as a spatial 
spray against resistant mosquitoes and other disease carriers, 
or "vectors." 

"I am thrilled to have the opportunity to work on a project 
that has so much potential for the development of a new 
insecticide that could be used to protect our troops," said 
Chalaire. 

Chalaire said the trip was also a great learning experience. 
She travelled to a small, rural village in Wenchi, Ghana, to 
visit a clinical study site where she learned how VF's bed nets 
are being evaluated for durability, ease of use, and efficacy. 

"The most interesting part of the trip to Ghana was 
learning about Vestergaard Frandsen's new product 
development projects, specifically bed nets and durable wall 
linings for protection against malaria-vectoring mosquitoes," 
said Chalaire. "The products that VF is developing could 
easily translate into products that could be used for troop 

protection when they are deployed to geographic areas where 
mosquito-borne diseases are endemic." 

While visiting the study site, Chalaire attended a brief 
meeting with the village chief, observed the testing set ups, 
and observed how the bed nets were being used by the people 
of Wenchi. 

"As a young entomologist, it was such an amazingly 
inspiring experience," said Chalaire. 

NECE is a field activity of the Navy and Marine Corps 
Public Health Center, and is part of the Navy Medicine team, a 
global healthcare network of 63,000 Navy medical personnel 
around the world who provide high quality health care to more 
than 1 million eligible beneficiaries. Navy Medicine personnel 
deploy with Sailors and Marines worldwide, providing critical 
mission support aboard ship, in the air, under the sea and on 
the battlefield. 
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20. Cameroon Military Trains New Sailors, APS Staff Observes 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 21 MAR 12) ... Commander, U.S. Naval Forces Europe-Africa/U.S. 6th Fleet Public Affairs 

DOUALA, Cameroon -- Cameroonian navy Sailors made 
history as they took part in a three-day combat lifesaver course 
at the region two military hospital in Doula, Cameroon, March 
19-21. 

This is the first course taught entirely by Cameroon 
military to their fellow service members, while members of 
the Africa Partnership Station (APS) medical training team 
observed, and is the second phase of a collaborative effort 
between the Cameroon military and APS. 

"We want to have everyone in the military trained in at 
least the basic first aid skills. There are areas of the country 
where military personnel and civilians are dying from injuries 
that could be treated," said Cameroonian Col. Abeng Mbozo'o, 
chief medical officer of the hospital. "This is the best way to 
achieve our goal; we will train each other like a chain reaction 
until everyone is trained." 

The lack of properly trained medical personnel in certain 
areas of Cameroon has inspired many to take action and make 
a positive impact. 

"First, I lost my mother and I didn't have the skills to be 
able to help her or anyone else," said Chief Warrant Officer 
Maurice Tsafack, a nurse in the Cameroon army and instructor 
at the combat lifesaver course. "Now, I'm using everything I 
know to teach others so that even people in the most remote 
villages will have someone nearby that can help." 

The APS staff visited Douala last week to provide a 
refresher course for the instructors and their roles have shifted 
from teacher to mentor. 

"They really haven't needed much help from us at all. 
They are correcting each other and moving smoothly from one 
topic to the next," said Hospital Corpsman 1st class Gustavo 
Maya-Perez. "As a corpsman, it's my job to help others but in 
this case, it is more rewarding to not be needed. 
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21. Program Offers Mentoring For Navy Spouses 
Navy Spouses Mentor Other Navy Spouses In COMPASS Program 
(KGTV ABC SAN DIEGO 21 MAR 12) 

SAN DIEGO -- Being a newly married spouse of a U.S. 
Navy Sailor can be a daunting experience, but a program is 
helping spouses cope and adjust to the Navy life. 

In COMPASS, only first names are used so there is no 
difference whether a spouse is an officer or enlisted. 

The idea began in the late 1990s with wives of 
submariners stationed in Hawaii, eventually growing and 
officially launching in 2001. The San Diego chapter began in 
2005. 

"It's easier to talk to another military spouse. They don't 
think you're crazy or overreacting or emotional; they get it," 
said Cece, who attended the three-day class that just wrapped 
up at the chapel in Murphy Canyon. 

The sessions cover a wide range of topics, from 
deployments to homecomings, and everything a spouse may 
be feeling in between. 

"COMPASS gives you a lot of resources not only during 
a deployment but even a non-deployment situation if your 
wife or husband didn't know where to turn," said Luanne, who 
also attended the COMPASS class. 

Cmdr. Tom Williams, who presided over the graduation 
ceremony, told the class, "The support you provide day in and 
day out and demonstrating your commitment helps us do what 
we need to do at sea." 

COMPASS programs are now held in virtually every area 
the Navy is in. 

The next class at Murphy Canyon is scheduled for May. 
Return to Index 
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22. Official Details Pentagon Health Care Proposals 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 21 MAR 12) ... Army Sgt. 1st Class Tyrone C. Marshall Jr. 

WASHINGTON – The Defense Department’s top 
medical official today detailed in a Capitol Hill hearing the 
Pentagon’s strategy to corral health care costs while 
continuing to provide a high level of care. 

Dr. Jonathan Woodson, assistant secretary of defense for 
health affairs, told the House Armed Services Committee that 
Defense Department leaders have sent four proposals to 
Congress designed to reduce costs while minimizing financial 
burdens on beneficiaries. 

The 2011 Budget Control Act requires the Defense 
Department to identify $487 billion in budget reductions over 
the next 10 years, Woodson said. “Health care costs could not 
be exempt from this effort,” he told the panel. 

The four proposals are: 

 Internal efficiencies to better organize the Military 
Health System’s decision-making and execution 
functions; 

 Continuation of efforts to pay private-sector health 
care providers appropriately; 

 Reducing illness, injury and hospitalization by 
emphasizing initiatives that promote health; and 

 Changing beneficiary cost-sharing in the TRICARE 
military health system. 

Woodson, who also serves as director of the TRICARE 
Management Activity, told the committee the proposals 
mitigate the burden on any particular group of beneficiaries 
while meeting the department’s cost-saving mandate. He said 
he believes the TRICARE benefit has been one of the most 
comprehensive and generous health benefits in the country 
since its inception in the mid-1990s. He identified the “core 
principals” used to develop the four proposals. 

“In 1996, military retirees were responsible for about 27 
percent of overall TRICARE costs. In 2012, the percentage 
share of cost borne by beneficiaries has dropped to a little over 

10 percent of overall cost,” he said. “If these proposals we put 
forward are accepted, beneficiary out-of-pocket costs will rise 
to 14 percent of cost by 2017. This is about half of what 
beneficiaries experienced in 1996.” 

The most “vulnerable populations,” such as medically 
retired service members and families of fallen troops, are 
exempt from these cost-sharing changes under the proposal, 
Woodson told the committee. “Additionally, we introduced 
cost-sharing tiers based upon retirement pay, reducing the 
increases for those with lower retirement pays,” he said. 

Lessons learned through joint medical operations over the 
last 10 years of war went into forming the proposals, Woodson 
said. “We recognize that there is much opportunity for 
introducing an even more agile headquarters operation that 
shares services and institutes common business plans and 
clinical practices across our system of care,” he told the 
representatives. 

The fiscal 2013 budget proposal is a responsible path 
forward to sustaining the Military Health System in a 
changing world, Woodson said, and recognizes that the fiscal 
health of the country is a vital element of national security. 

Woodson praised military medical personnel for their 
service over the past decade and said he remains committed to 
ensuring their success. 

“Over the last 10 years, the men and women serving in 
the Military Health System have served with great skill and 
undeniable courage in combat,” he said. “Their contributions 
to advancing military and American medicine are immense. 

“The budget we have proposed provides the resources we 
need to sustain the system,” he continued. “As we maintain 
our readiness, we must also be responsible stewards of the 
taxpayer’s dollars. I am committed to sustaining this 
indispensable instrument of national security.” 
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23. Official Offers Tips to Beat Summer Moving Rush 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 21 MAR 12) ... Elaine Sanchez 

WASHINGTON – With military moving season about to 
kick into high gear, officials are urging service members to 
book their moving dates early and to remain as flexible as 
possible when doing so. 

Careful planning is vital to ensuring a smooth move, 
especially during the busiest season, John Johnson, branch 
chief for the personal property directorate quality assurance 
division, told the Pentagon Channel. The directorate, part of 
the Army's Military Surface Deployment and Distribution 
Command, manages the personal property program for the 
Defense Department. 

Each year, about 225,000 DoD and Coast Guard 
household goods shipments are slated for movement during 
the summer months, officials said. With school out for the 
summer, or about to be, many parents view that stretch of time 
as the least disruptive for a family move and set their sights on 
moving over the Memorial Day or Fourth of July weekends to 
take advantage of the extra days off. 

But this moving cluster can create a backlog for officials, 
Johnson said, as military shipments compete with private-
sector moves during the peak moving season. 

“We move almost half of the folks we move in the DoD 
in the summertime,” he said, noting the “peak of the peak” 
season takes place toward the end of June through the Fourth 
of July. Service members who are set on moving around this 
time may run into some roadblocks when trying to lock in 
specific dates. However, they can tip the odds in their favor by 
booking their moving dates early, essentially beating the 
moving rush, and keeping flexibility in mind when doing so, 
Johnson advised. 

“If you go with a specific time in mind and can’t move 
outside of that, it makes it more challenging,” he explained. 

Johnson noted some exceptions to this rule, particularly 
when service members have a limited time frame in which 
they can move. In these cases, he advises troops consider a 
personally procured move, formerly known as a do-it-yourself 
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move, where members find their own movers or move their 
household goods themselves and then file for reimbursement. 

DoD service members, civilians and their families have 
two options to manage moves, officials said. First, they can 
visit their local installation transportation office or personal 
property shipping office to start the move process. Or, they 
can use the Defense Personal Property System, known as DPS, 
which can be accessed through move.mil. This website is the 
portal for DPS and the one-stop shop where members can 
completely manage their move process, officials explained. 

Meanwhile, people can create a personal moving calendar 
with checklists, phone numbers and links to helpful 
information, Johnson suggested. 

He also suggests people rifle through their garage or 
basement and get rid of unwanted items to reduce their 
shipment’s weight. “No one wants to get a bill for being 
overweight” on their shipment, he said, referring to authorized 
weight allowances based in part on rank or civilian pay grade. 

A quick method for estimating weight is to calculate 
about 1,000 pounds per room, officials said, or by using the 
weight estimator on move.mil. 

Johnson also stressed the importance of taking the time 
after the move to fill out a customer satisfaction survey, which 
serves as a “scorecard” for transportation service providers. 
Providers get business or don’t get business based on their 
survey scores, he explained, providing incentive for moving 
companies to do a good job. “Higher scores mean more 
business,” he said. 

Johnson also pointed out that the process to file a claim 
for missing or damaged property has changed. People 
formerly filed a claim through the military claims office. But 
now, people initiate the claim process through the online 
system. The carrier then contacts people directly to discuss 
how to get estimates or repairs. 

People who are having issues with this process aren’t on 
their own, Johnson stressed. They can contact their local 
military claims officer for guidance and advice. 

For questions or concerns about the moving process, 
people should stop by their local personal property shipping 
office or installation transportation office, Johnson advised. 
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24. Ex-Officer Teaches Mids That In Counterinsurgency, ‘Stakes Are High’ 
(ANNAPOLIS CAPITAL GAZETTE 21 MAR 12) ... Tina Reed 

It wasn’t long after a U.S. Army staff sergeant was 
accused of killing 16 Afghans last week that John Nagl began 
getting the first calls for interviews. 

Nagl, who wrote the military field manual on 
counterinsurgency, had weighed in on similar subjects, 
including talking on National Public Radio about the burnings 
of Qurans by the U.S. military. 

But it was in a smaller forum — a Naval Academy 
classroom — that Nagl recently addressed people who could 
make a difference on the front lines: midshipmen. 

“We try to look at the conflict from all sides from how the 
Afghans will see this, to how the Taliban will use this to their 
advantage, to how this will affect U.S. support,” Nagl said. 

Nagl, a research fellow and a retired Army lieutenant 
colonel, wrote the “Army and Marine Corps Field Manual on 
Counterinsurgency” with Gen. David Petraeus in 2006. Before 
that, Nagl’s credentials included graduating as a Rhodes 
Scholar from West Point in 1988 before heading to Oxford to 
study international relations. 

He later served as a tank platoon leader in Operation 
Desert Storm. There, he learned how the nature of war was 
changing from battlefield encounters to more complicated 
guerrilla warfare. 

“I knew future wars were less likely to look like that and 
look more like Vietnam,” Nagl said. 

He returned to Oxford and wrote a dissertation on 
counterinsurgency called “Learning to Eat Soup with a Knife,” 
which later became a book. 

That book was so instrumental in understanding modern 
warfare that future students at Oxford were instructed to read 

the dissertation, said Carter Malkasia, a team leader of 
research at the Center for Naval Analysis. Midshipmen will be 
served well by Nagl, since he also has a reputation for 
mentoring young officers, Malkasia said. 

“John is someone with great experience and great 
academic and scholarly knowledge,” he said. 

Speaking before that classroom of about 25 midshipman 
recently, Nagl waved his arms, showing off an occasional glint 
of the shiny gold ring he earned from West Point. He was 
serious about the day’s subject — the continuing relevance of 
Vietnam — but spoke with a dry sense of humor. 

He’d quickly caught midshipmen’s attention, in part 
because he’d been a guest on the popular comedy news show 
“The Daily Show with Jon Stewart” in 2007, said one of his 
students, Midshipman 2nd Class Christopher Arndt. 
Midshipmen went back to their rooms in Bancroft Hall to 
check out the video clip of Nagl the night after their first class. 

In class, Nagl held their attention, Arndt said, because he 
literally wrote the book on counterinsurgency. 

“A lot of it is really relevant, as you can imagine, to what 
we’re doing in Iraq and Afghanistan,” Arndt said. 

As Nagl spoke with midshipmen, he explained why the 
burning of Qurans would be seen as more of an affront to the 
Afghan people than the attack on civilians. He wanted 
midshipmen to understand how their own cultural 
understanding as officers icould impact the course of war. 

“In counterinsurgency, you’re fighting for the support of 
the people,” Nagl said. “The stakes are high.” 
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25. NAVFAC Mid-Atlantic Engineer Named National Society Of American Military Engineers Tudor 

Medal Recipient 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 21 MAR 12) ... Annalisa Cachin, Naval Facilities Engineering Command Mid-Atlantic Public Affairs 

NORFOLK, Va. -- A Naval Facilities Engineering 
Command (NAVFAC) Mid-Atlantic electrical engineer, was 
named the 2011 recipient of the Society of American Military 
Engineers (SAME) Tudor Medal and will be recognized at a 
ceremony May 23 in St. Louis, Mo. 

John Puvogel was the SAME Hampton Roads Post 
"Young Engineer of the Year" winner and was selected 
amongst the nationwide pool of candidates as the top honoree 
for his engineering leadership as a young civilian member. 

"After the initial surprise, I was humbled to know I had 
been chosen," said Puvogel. "It is definitely an honor." 

As the lead electrical engineer at Public Works 
Department (PWD) Oceana, Puvogel provided timely and 
expert facilities engineering support to the multiple aviation 
squadrons and training commands located on board Naval Air 
Station Oceana and Dam Neck Annex. 

Noted for his foresight and technical expertise, Puvogel 
was the driving force behind $50 million in plans to improve 
F/A-18 flightline power distribution and upgrades to energy 
efficient airfield lighting. Additionally, his demonstrated 
knowledge as a Leadership in Energy and Environmental 
Design (LEED) accredited professional led to the development 

of a base-wide lighting upgrade project that will save over 
4,000 MMBTUs annually across 58 facilities. 

"I love my job and love the Navy," he said. "I take great 
pride in coming to work every day and doing my best to 
provide the engineering services that our service men and 
women need. You certainly don't expect to be honored in such 
a way for doing your job as best you can." 

Puvogel said his voluntary six-month individual 
augmentee deployment to Afghanistan as his most memorable 
career experience thus far. While deployed, he was the lead 
electrical engineer within Afghanistan Engineer District-North 
and the Army's contributing member of Task Force Power, 
providing electrical expertise in determining the electrical 
code standards for Afghanistan. 

According to his supervisors, Puvogel was often the first 
to volunteer to perform site visits outside the protection zone 
for inspection and technical advisement on site, selflessly 
venturing into harm's way. 

Puvogel said he plans to further his education in graduate 
school and hopes to continue to advance in his career while 
serving his country. 
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26. Quantico Seaman Auditions For 'The Voice' 
(QUANTICO SENTRY 21 MAR 12) ... By Lance Cpl. Emmanuel Ramos 

In the most populous city in the United States, stands a 
man in a line of more than 3,000 people putting it all on the 
line. At first glance nothing remarkable stands out, but if you 
take a minute you may notice the calluses on his fingers from 
the long hours of strumming his six string guitar, or the look 
of uncertainty in his eyes as he stands confident not knowing 
what the day has in store for his hopes and dreams. 

On March 10, Seaman Mark Copeland, a hospital 
corpsman, with Medical Platoon, Headquarters and Service 
Company, Instructor Battalion, put his talents to test and see if 
he had what it takes to be a contestant on the hit television 
show The Voice in New York City. 

“It was crazy,” Copeland said as he chuckled at the 
memory. “It was a lot like boot camp, just a blur of people 
yelling and a lot of hurry up and wait.” 

“I never thought I would give it a shot,” Copeland said as 
he smiled. “It was my friends who encouraged me to try out. 

Out of the ten other artists he auditioned with, Copeland 
was the only one to advance to the second auditions. 

“When I walked out with that red ticket everyone outside 
went nuts and was so excited for me,” Copeland said. “I had to 
tell myself this is just the first round you have a ways to go.” 

The second round proved to be more selective and 
unfortunately the corpsman would not make the cut. 

“They were looking for whether or not you could 
perform,” Copeland said. “I guess I didn’t have what they 
were looking for. 

This is just a small bump in the young musician’s life. 
For that past eight years the Los Angeles-native has used 

music to cope with and escape the rigors of life’s hardships 
and be free to do what he loves best, sing and write music. 

“It all started at my buddy’s house,” said Copeland. “We 
were just hanging out, and in his garage I noticed this old, 
rusty beat up guitar. I picked it up and immediately fell in love 
with the sounds that it made.” 

“Where I came from it was either get in trouble or play 
music,” Copeland said as he took a moment to reflect on how 
far he’s come. 

For the 25-year-old, it’s not about the fame or fortune. It’s 
about the freedom he feels when he sings his songs and how 
his music can have an impact on that one person. 

“I don’t want to be famous,” Copeland humbly said. “I 
just want to make music and inspire others.” 

Before entering the Navy, Copeland had signed under an 
independent label. He toured with several other independent 
artists across the Southwest playing clubs, bars and coffee 
shops. 

“It was a lot like any major artist, just a smaller venue,” 
Copeland said as he recalled his most memorable moment on 
tour. “We were playing in a coffee shop in a small town in 
New Mexico. As I took the stage I looked out and saw it was a 
packed house. A lot of them had heard my music online and 
came out just to hear me play. After the show they came up to 
me and asked me for my autograph and pictures. I remember 
thinking to myself this must be what it feels like to be famous. 
I’ll never forget it.” 

After spending sometime in the business and on the road, 
Copeland realized that he still had much to learn. 

“I decided when I was 21 that I needed more experience 
and that I couldn’t rely on singing,” he said. “I always wanted 
to serve my country so I enlisted in the Navy.” 
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Being in the military has not only given him more 
experience, but confidence to be a better performer. 

“I wouldn’t have been able to keep my composure in front 
of the judges during my audition had it not been for the 
Navy,” Copeland said. 

“I love being a Doc,” Copeland said as he gazed at his 
Marines in the distance. “The bond I have with my Marines is 
something I hold close. I’d do anything for these guys.” 

Even though Copeland loves what he does, he has plans 
in the works for when he gets out of the Navy. 

“I’m actually working on an album with a producer back 
in L.A.,” Copeland said with an ear-to ear-smile. “I haven’t 
decided on a name for it yet, and I’m still polishing a few 
tracks.” 

The ambitious musician had a few words for his fellow 
service members. 

“Remember that everyone has a story to tell,” Copeland 
said. “You’ll never know who you can inspire with your 
talents.” 
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27. A Struggle At Work And Home When Country Calls 
(NEW YORK TIMES 22 MAR 12) ... Paul Sullivan 

SAN DIEGO -- In early 2008, Patrick Berry, then 41, 
decided it was time to start his own firm. He was a financial 
adviser at Smith Barney, but he wanted to focus on his area of 
expertise, advising companies on their on 401(k) plans while 
offering wealth management services to executives in those 
companies. 

He had built his book of business back up after being 
recalled to active duty as a member of the Navy SEALs from 
2002 to 2004, and he felt confident that he could give his 
clients better service if he was independent. 

As he was planning to leave, Mr. Berry heard a rumor that 
he would be recalled for a second time. There were supposed 
to be six years between recalls, but the length of the wars in 
Iraq and Afghanistan caused that rule to change. 

Mr. Berry, now a lieutenant, still has the broad shoulders, 
barrel chest and square jaw of the “door kicker” he was as an 
elite member of the SEALs in his 20s. He said he could have 
retired from the service and skirted his recall, but he said that 
would not have been the ethical thing to do. He also could 
have stayed at Smith Barney. 

“I knew that if I left after I returned, the manager was 
going to be pretty bitter, and he would have a right to be,” he 
said last month, sitting on the deck of the Midway, a 
decommissioned aircraft carrier and museum docked in San 
Diego Bay. “I decided I’d hire someone to run my business 
while I was recalled, and I wouldn’t have to worry that one of 
these other guys would get my clients.” 

“I thought, ‘I can make this work,’ ” he added. 
While Mr. Berry was planning his move, the financial 

markets began to collapse in what would become the worst 
recession since the Great Depression. 

There was one other variable. Mr. Berry had a family, a 
wife who worked full-time and three daughters. 

So Mr. Berry’s life was about to enter a period of high-
pressure demands. For him, this time would pit two things he 
loved — the SEALs and his family — against each other with 
additional pressure from clients who were going through 
extreme financial distress themselves. 

By the time he finally moved his clients to his own firm in 
April 2009, his plan was already under strain, with the stock 
market just above its lowest point (but with no way for anyone 
to know that). Two months later, when his recall became 
official, he reported to the Naval Amphibious Base in 
Coronado, Calif. 

The Navy assigned him to a project, with a reservist on 
leave from Accenture, to reorganize the SEALs reserve force. 
Mr. Berry began every morning with a run on the beach where 

he had gone through training two decades earlier. Then he 
spent the next 12 hours applying his skills as a financial 
adviser to the SEALs members: he cold-called former 
members with needed skills and tried to persuade them to 
come back. With so many members deployed in combat, the 
force needed support staff in the United States who knew how 
it operated. 

“When you’re kicking down doors, slinging lead 
downrange, capturing bad guys — you think that is it,” Mr. 
Berry said. “We do that very well. We’re challenged in some 
other areas.” 

At the same time, Mr. Berry hired an assistant to help him 
stay in contact with his financial clients before and after his 
Navy days. Sleeping four hours a night, he had little time left 
for his wife of eight years and daughters, who were 5, 3 and 1. 

“I felt I was under an incredible amount of pressure,” he 
said. “At the same time, what I’m hearing from the Navy is if 
you get divorced we’re sorry to hear that, but we’re going to 
win this war and if you’re alive and divorced that’s better than 
being dead on the battlefield.” 

This is where he fell back on his training and made 
priorities: the SEAL team came first, then his clients and 
finally his family. “Everyone wants to be a SEAL on a sunny 
day,” he said. “In the cold and without sleep, can you maintain 
your motivation under stress?” 

In the last decade, 288,981 reservists throughout the 
armed services have been recalled to active duty, according to 
the Defense Manpower Data Center. J.J. Montanaro, a 
certified financial planner at USAA in San Antonio and a 
retired lieutenant colonel in the Army Reserve, said Mr. 
Berry’s story is eerily familiar. 

In November 2004, Mr. Montanaro, a West Point 
graduate, was recalled to active duty and given three weeks to 
prepare before being deployed to Afghanistan. 

While he had a supportive employer — USAA provides 
insurance and financial services to military members, retirees 
and their families — he said he had not considered the toll that 
being recalled would take on his family. It was a problem he 
noticed as soon as he returned home. 

“My mind-set was, things were where they were in 
December 2004, when I went and did my thing,” Mr. 
Montanaro said. “But when I came back, the train had 
continued to move, and I wasn’t on it. I couldn’t even see it 
anymore.” 

While he and his wife were able to work through things, 
he said, many reservists were not so lucky. Few recognize 
how jarring it is to be plucked from a desk job into active duty 
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and then sent back, and it is particularly difficult on a 
reservist’s family, which often lacks the support network that 
exists on a military base. 

It’s crucial, he added, for men and women returning from 
active duty not to try to make up for lost time. “I say this 
primarily on some of the things I’ve seen financially,” Mr. 
Montanaro said. “Folks come back and the kids want all these 
things. Our reaction is, ‘Let me make it better by buying them 
what they want.’ Don’t overreach.” 

Mr. Berry said he thought he had learned a lot from his 
first recall, but the added complexity of the financial crisis and 
his two additional children since then proved him wrong. His 
latest recall might have actually been more stressful because 
his office was just 30 minutes from the base, allowing him to 
think he could keep everything going. 

“One of the casualties of all this was my marriage,” said 
Mr. Berry, who is now facing a divorce. “In hindsight, I 
should have stayed at Smith Barney and then made the move 
when I returned.” 

But in line with a motto of the SEALs — “The only easy 
day was yesterday” — Mr. Berry has focused on moving 
forward with his business and life since returning from active 
duty in late 2010. 

The one bright spot would seem to be his business, 
Concert Retirement Plan Consulting. He and his assistant were 
able to maintain it while Mr. Berry was away, and in the last 
year, he said, he had increased revenue by 40 percent. He says 
he believes he can continue to increase it, and hopes to hire 
another person soon. 

Of course, not all comebacks are about money. Now 45, 
Mr. Berry said he had been able to carve out more time for his 
daughters and be the father his wife wanted him to be. He 
holds out hope that he can salvage his marriage, even though 
the divorce is proceeding. 

But it is commitment to the Navy SEALs, one built as 
much on camaraderie as service to the country, that may be 
the hardest part of his juggling act. “You have this identity, 
and mine is I’m a Navy SEAL,” he said. “That’s hard to walk 
away from.” 
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28. Researchers Wrestle With How Many Deployments Are Too Many 
Multiple Deployments’ Effects Unknown On Troops 
(USA TODAY 21 MAR 12) ... Gregg Zoroya 

After nearly 11 years of war and hundreds of millions of 
dollars in research on the mental health of troops, the military 
is no closer to understanding how many deployments are too 
many for individual soldiers, researchers say. 

Military leaders have said the nation has never fought 
wars this long with this small of a military, deploying troops 
over and over. Yet questions remain about how many times a 
soldier can recycle into combat without psychological harm. 

“I think it’s definitely disappointing that we don’t know. I 
wish we did,” says retired Navy captain William Nash, a 
psychiatrist studying resiliency in Marine battalions. 

The issue of multiple deployments was one of many 
raised following the March 11 massacre of 16 civilians in 
Afghanistan. The suspect, Army Staff Sgt. Robert Bales, 38, 
was on his fourth deployment when the shootings occurred. 

Many of the issues reported about Bales — repeated 
combat exposure, physical injuries and personal finance and 
career problems — are common stresses on troops, scientists 
say. Yet 107,000 servicemembers have deployed three or 
more times without incident. 

“The question we don’t have answered is how do we get 
precision about picking out the people who are really going to 

be in trouble,” says Shelley MacDermid Wadsworth, director 
of the Military Family Research Institute at Purdue University. 

Scores of studies have looked at the wars’ effects on 
behavior and mental health. But the work has been done “in 
piecemeal fashion,” offering a snapshot analysis of a group of 
servicemembers, says Terri Tanielian, a senior research 
analyst at RAND Corp. 

The Pentagon may have missed a chance to follow large 
numbers of combat troops through the war in what is called a 
longitudinal study to better understand how behavioral 
problems develop, say Tanielian, Wadsworth and Nash. 

Col. Paul Bliese, an Army scientist, agrees about the lack 
of longitudinal study. But he and the others say there is 
important ongoing analysis. 

For instance, a series of Army field studies of combat 
troops led by Bliese and others produced waves of data 
underscoring a link between deployments and PTSD. 

Most promising, researchers say, is a 21-year longitudinal 
study by the Navy looking at how military life impacts mental 
and physical health. Although not tailored specifically to the 
conflicts to come, 80,000 troops enrolled in the study have 
deployed and important findings are emerging, says Nancy 
Crum-Cianflone, the study director. 
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29. Navy: Not So Fast On Reopening Peralta Probe 
(MARINE CORPS TIMES 21 MAR 12) ... Gina Cavallaro 

Navy officials acknowledged they are reviewing new 
evidence in the valor case of Sgt. Rafael Peralta, but stopped 
short of describing the review as a “reopening” of the 
investigation. 

The “information is being reviewed, but that does not 
constitute a reopening,” Navy spokeswoman Capt. Pamela 
Kunze told Marine Corps Times in an email late Tuesday. 

The new evidence — two videos and a new pathology 
report — was sent to Navy Secretary Ray Mabus by Rep. 

Duncan Hunter, R-Calif., who has lobbied for Peralta’s Navy 
Cross to be upgraded to the Medal of Honor, the nation’s 
highest combat valor award. 

In a March 16 letter to Hunter, Mabus said the new 
evidence “will be reviewed by the Navy Department Board of 
Decorations and Medals,” which Hunter’s office considers a 
significant step in the process, one that constitutes a 
“reopening” of the case. 
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“It’s all just semantics,” said Joe Kasper, Hunter’s deputy 
chief of staff. “However the Navy wants to define the process 
is fine, but what’s important is where things are right now: 
With Peralta’s case officially in front of the Board of 
Decorations and Medals.” 

Hunter told Marine Corps Times on Tuesday that with the 
Navy’s review of the new evidence he considers the case 
“reopened” and that he finds it “remarkable that it took my 
office to dig this up.” 

Peralta, who was a member of 1st Battalion, 3rd Marines, 
was killed Nov. 15, 2004, in Fallujah, Iraq, during Operation 
Phantom Fury. According to witnesses, he was wounded in the 

head by a gunshot and, while on the ground face down, 
deliberately smothered a grenade tossed at the Marines by an 
insurgent. 

In 2006, the Navy approved the Marine Corps’ 
submission for the Medal of Honor, but a subsequent 
investigation ordered by former Defense Secretary Robert 
Gates found there was insufficient evidence for the medal and 
in 2008 awarded Peralta the Navy Cross. 

“The review of the material provided is not a 
reconsideration of the posthumously awarded Navy Cross, nor 
is it a new investigation of the events of that day,” Kunze said. 
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FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
30. Panel Wants Array Of DoD Industrial Base, Acquisition Reforms 
(DEFENSE DAILY 22 MAR 12) ... Emelie Rutherford 

A House panel is calling on the Pentagon to help maintain 
the industrial base, improve communication with industry, and 
revamp its acquisition processes. 

These and other recommendations from the House Armed 
Services Committee (HASC) Panel on Business Challenges in 
the Defense Industry are intended to help smaller firms work 
with the Pentagon. The seven-lawmaker panel spent the past 
seven months investigating barriers small and mid-sized 
businesses face entering and competing in the defense 
industry. It released a five-part report Tuesday night full of 
recommended legislation. 

"This report provides several recommendations that the 
panel believes will improve the defense business environment, 
reduce barriers to entry, spur innovation, increase competition, 
and aid in getting critical technology into the hands of the 
Warfighter," the 114-page document says. 

One of the more significant proposals calls for the defense 
secretary to develop a long-term strategy for "maintaining a 
robust and effective defense industrial base." 

"Developing a long-term strategy I think is essential to 
support the defense-industrial base," Panel Chairman Bill 
Shuster (R-Pa.) said during a media roundtable with reporters 
on Capitol Hill yesterday. 

"This is not a market-driven industry. (There's) one 
customer. The customer regulates it....So I think there has to 
be a different approach." 

Shuster said he doesn't think having such a strategy "has 
really been a focus" at the Pentagon. 

"When we see these (Pentagon budget) cuts coming down 
the road, there are going to be a lot of these small businesses 
that are going to be gone," he said. He noted that large firms 
like Lockheed Martin and Boeing use such small businesses 
for their innovative ideas and production capacity. 

Panel Ranking Member Rep. Rick Larsen (D-Wash.) 
added he thinks "without some longer-term vision on the 
defense-industrial base out of the Pentagon, given the future 
restrictions on the budget, that we could face a period where 
you're going to start seeing this defense-industrial base on the 
small and medium-sized business side begin to wither away." 

"These businesses may not go away, they'll just go do 
something else and lose their capability to deal with the 
Pentagon because it's just too much work," Larsen said. "So 
then the Pentagon loses that capability." 

Shuster and Larsen told reporters they hope recommended 
legislative fixes in the report that are under the HASC's 
purview will be included in the fiscal year 2013 defense 
authorization bill the committee will begin marking up next 
month. Some issues cited in the report, such as export-control 
reform, are outside of the HASC's jurisdiction. 

Larsen also noted the report doesn't only call for changes 
in the Pentagon. Its recommendations are a "mix of things that 
we'd like to see that we don't think the Pentagon's doing well 
enough, and some of those things are reflection of support for 
what the Pentagon is doing," he said. Pentagon officials had 
seen and provided feedback on aspects of the report while it 
was being written, but have not commented yet on the final 
version, congressional aides said. 

The report is broken into five parts, with corresponding 
recommendationss. The sections are titled: The Defense 
Industrial Base; The Use of Incentives and Mandates to Shape 
the Defense Business Environment; Department of Defense 
Acquisition Environment; Barriers to Transitioning 
Technology; and Navigating the Defense Acquisition System. 

Recommendations include requiring the defense secretary 
to craft "policies and mechanisms" for improving 
communication with defense companies, to help them focus 
their internal research and development work. 

The report also tackles the at-times daunting Pentagon 
acquisition process, calling for the Pentagon to conduct a 
comprehensive review of acquisition laws and regulations and 
changing or killing those that are outdated or "have had 
unintended consequences that outweigh the original intent of 
the regulation." 

It also wants the Pentagon to: 

 give lawmakers a semi-annual update on its sector-
by-sector,tier-by-tier review of the defense industry; 

 continue rebuilding the acquisition workforce; 

 ensure work reserved for small-business performance 
is indeed doneby small firms; 

 and examine changes to the Defense Contract Audit 
Agency andDefense Contract Management Agency. 

The report recommends that Congress examine new 
alternatives for providing auditing, accounting, and advisory 
services for contracts. 
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It suggests lawmakers "examine the feasibility of using 
such alternatives" for the defense-industrial base "to 

potentially reduce or eliminate" many of the Pentagon's 
internal audit organizations. 
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31. LCS Leak Won't Require Redesign, PEO Says 
(DEFENSE DAILY 22 MAR 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

The admiral in charge of the Littoral Combat Ship (LCS) 
program said yesterday he was still awaiting a final 
determination behind a failed shaft seal on the first ship of the 
class but was confident it will not require a redesign on it or 
future ones of the same variant. 

"My sense is I won't need a redesign," Rear Adm. James 
Murdoch, the LCS program executive officer, said in an 
interview with Defense Daily. 

Murdoch said he expects to receive a final analysis from 
contractor Lockheed Martin by the end of this week as to why 
the engine shaft seal on the USS Freedom (LCS-1) failed and 
caused the ship to take on water. 

"Our analysis doesn't really show yet conclusively what 
the cause was, but I am very eager to get by the end of this 
week a report back from the manufacturer that says that 
everything that was constructed into that seal either was or 
was not correct and we'll take it from there," he said. 

The Freedom was placed into dry dock in San Diego for 
repairs on Feb. 25 after suffering a leak off the coast of 
California earlier that month, in yet another problem for a ship 
that experienced hull cracking and required repairs last year. 

Murdoch said even though the faulty seal appeared to be 
an isolated problem, his program would follow standard 

practice and take a look at newer ships of the Freedom variant 
to ensure there is no potential for similar problems, including 
on the USS Fort Worth (LCS-3), which is scheduled for 
delivery to the Navy later this spring. 

"We always do that, in LCS or in any ship building 
program," he said. 

"If you have an issue out there, that is the first thing you 
think about." 

Murdoch said it would have been possible to repair the 
Freedom while keeping it in the water, but because it was the 
first in the class putting it in dry dock was the best option for 
an "end-to-end" examination. 

Joe North, Lockheed Martin's vice president for LCS, told 
reporters earlier this week that the problems with the shaft seal 
bad been narrowed down to two causes, but would not be 
more specific pending a final review from Naval Sea Systems 
Command (NAVSEA). He said there were a "couple of things 
that look like may have been the cause." 

Lockheed Martin is the prime contractor for the Freedom 
design along with Wisconsin-based partner Marinette Marine. 
Austal USA is building the second variant with the USS 
Independence (LCS-2) as the lead ship. 
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32. U.S. Expands Use Of Underwater Unmanned Vehicles 
(NATIONAL DEFENSE MAGAZINE APRIL 2012) ... Antoine Martin 

There are today an estimated 450 underwater unmanned 
vehicles in the U.S. military inventory. 

They range in size, although most are small UUVs that 
are aimed at gathering oceanographic data, such as glider or 
hand-launched drones used to survey the seafloor in search of 
mines. 

One of the more significant recent procurements has been 
a contract award to Bluefin Robotics — as a subcontractor to 
General Dynamics — to provide countermeasure systems that 
can detect and identify undersea mines in cluttered 
environments for the Navy’s Littoral Combat Ships. 

The Office of Naval Research, meanwhile, has received 
proposals for a “large displacement UUV” to navigate the seas 
up to 60 days at a time. The craft would be launched and 
recovered by surface combatant ships and submarines. 

And the Navy’s Undersea Defensive Warfare Systems 
Program Office is procuring the SeaFox mine disposal 
systems from Atlas North America, the U.S. subsidiary of 
Germany’s Atlas Elektronik Group, a supplier of maritime 
defense electronics. 

The Navy released a UUV “master plan” in 2004, and it is 
still relevant. Nine missions are identified: Intelligence, 
surveillance and reconnaissance; mine countermeasures; anti-
submarine warfare; inspection/identification; oceanography; 
communication/navigation network nodes; payload delivery; 
information operations; and time-critical strike. 

Several recommendations from the master plan have been 
initiated. Among them is the development of four UUV 

classes including one that weighs less than 100 pounds, a 
lightweight vehicle at 500 pounds, a 3,000-pound heavy 
weight submersible and large submarine at around 20,000 
pounds. 

The plan also called for the development of standards and 
modularity, increased experimentation in the technology, 
coordination with other unmanned vehicle programs, and the 
fielding of systems in the fleet. 

Those recommendations have not been executed yet, 
which might explain why an updated roadmap has not been 
made public. 

One reason for the delays is there is no major threat at 
hand for which underwater drones are needed, such as 
roadside bombs that drove the rapid procurement of ground 
robots, or the demands for intelligence gathering that fueled 
purchases of aerial surveillance drones. 

The Defense Department’s “Unmanned Systems 
Integrated Roadmap Fiscal Years 2011-2036” said that all 
systems will continue to expand their roles and numbers 
across the U.S. military. Unmanned underwater vehicles are 
folded into the unmanned maritime section, which points to 
their role of working in tandem with unmanned surface 
vehicles. 

Priority Missions Are Mine Detection And Maritime 
Security. 

The Office of Naval Research’s “Science & Strategy Plan 
2011” projects continued development of unmanned systems. 
The priorities are increasing their endurance and power, and 



 27

becoming more reliable in harsh maritime environments. 
These goals are particularly challenging as sensitive 
electronics must operate for days or weeks at sea. The robots 
are subjected to extreme pressure, corrosion, waves and 
currents. Poorly integrated technology does not survive long 
under these circumstances. 

ONR will seek to develop underwater distributive 
networks, through the use of unmanned drones, which will in 
turn provide information on perception and environmental 
changes. Increasing the perception and intelligence of UUVs 
are recurring themes in Defense Department documents. 

A major hurdle for the technology is the launch and 
recovery from other vehicles because of low speed, relatively 
low endurance and short-range communication. Underwater 
robots are covert by nature because of their small size and low 
sonar signature. If the host platform has to alter its operation 
to launch and recover one, it can be put at risk. This is 
especially sensitive when the launching and recovering is done 
from submarines. With limited launch tubes, trading torpedoes 
for UUVs is a tough choice. 

The most immediate launch and recovery technological 
advances are found in unmanned surface vehicles. They 
complement and augment unmanned underwater vehicles and 
manned vessels, especially when it comes to clearing mine 
fields. Traditional mine hunting is time consuming, dangerous 
and costly, and UUVs are proven tools to survey mines. With 
mine-hunting vessels reaching the end of their lives, 
unmanned surface vehicles can do the job from non-dedicated 
mine hunter vessels. They will relay information by standing 
close to their underwater counterpart while keeping the 
manned platform away from the minefield. The surface 
vehicle could deploy one or more drones. Another option is to 
use robotic boats to magnetically trigger the mines, a method 
known as mine sweeping. 

Traditional mid-size UUVs are stable and can endure 
more than a day underwater, but by design are prevented from 
moving in a cluttered environment, navigating against currents 
and operating in confined spaces. For that, new designs are 
needed. 

A number of new designs of small underwater drones are 
expected in the coming years. The Office of Naval Research 
has been sponsoring new breeds of vehicles, such as the Ghost 
Swimmer from Boston Engineering, a scaled-down version 
based on the body of tuna, which is able to make sharp turns 
and thrusts against currents with its large tail. ONR has also 
sponsored iRobot Maritime for the concept of a sonobuoy 
UUV. It is dropped from the sonobuoy tubes of an aircraft, 
and navigates for a few hours instead of being dropped and 
left at the mercy of the currents. The ability of this self-
propelled sonobuoy would enhance its role to detect 
submarines. Perhaps glider UUVs will end up becoming a new 
underwater robot class. “There will probably be some 
evolution of those platforms for greater payload or endurance 
capabilities and for the vehicle, itself,” said David P. Kelly, 
president and CEO of Bluefin Robotics, based in Quincy, 
Mass. 

Unmanned aircraft are being increasingly used to carry 
weapons, or employed as kamikaze weapons. This provides a 
glimpse as to what to expect on the underwater side. 

When weaponized, underwater robots will be able to act 
offensively and use their covertness to intervene in operations. 

The large-displacement UUV program intends to use the 
platform as a launch for underwater weapons. If the vehicles 
that are used to disable mines carry an explosive charge, what 
prevents them from going to a specified point to act as a mine? 
As torpedoes become smarter, one can see those two 
technologies being combined. Unmanned vehicles will also be 
able to act as torpedo decoys. 

Synthetic aperture sonar and other sensors that give 
greater resolution will be a sought-after technology. The 
Defense Department also will seek advances in propulsion, 
energy for both storage and usage, as well as advanced 
autonomy. New deployable payloads such as distributed 
network sensors will first be developed as stand-alone 
projects, which will then be incorporated in UUV programs — 
such as the “persistent maritime surveillance demonstration” 
project to be integrated in the large-displacement program. 

Increasing the endurance of the technology has become a 
pressing priority in the U.S. Navy. Former Chief of Naval 
Operations Adm. Gary Roughead said he wanted to dedicate 
half of UUV research-and-development money to find 
solutions that improve their endurance. This is a prerequisite 
to augmenting their functions for intelligence gathering and 
offensive roles. If the launch and recovery platforms need to 
stay within their current endurance range — 20 hours is 
typical for today’s submersible robots — it puts the manned 
platforms fairly close to the operating zone. 

Power is also needed to navigate in shallow waters, where 
currents are strong. The large displacement UUV is an 
ambitious program that will take significant resources to make 
it a reality. The goal is to deliver the first test vehicles in 2016, 
and to deploy a squadron of large vehicles by 2020. 

Other opportunities are in inertial navigation systems, 
which are currently too expensive for small UUVs. 
Underwater endurance for large vehicles will require 
submarine-like navigational accuracy. Sensor advances such 
as sonar are as important as electro-optical sensors are to 
remotely piloted aircraft. There will always be a need for 
better resolution, smaller form factor, and lesser power 
consumption in the processing of sonar data. 

Companies that are seeking to enter the market should 
find opportunities in port security missions. There will also be 
more teaming among established companies. Battelle 
Memorial Institute, The Columbia Group, and Bluefin 
Robotics are developing a large diameter UUV test bed that is 
called Proteus. As budgets become tighter, few firms will 
invest their own capital to only serve the Navy, since they 
cannot assess the risks of whether their products will sell. 

There is a large commercial market for the technology in 
the offshore oil and gas industries. Defense firms such as The 
Boeing Co. and Lockheed Martin Corp. have attempted to get 
return on corporate research and development investments by 
selling to both defense and commercial markets. This “market 
cross” of UUVs seems to be especially visible now that the 
defense budget is on the decline, and that natural resources 
need to be extracted in more remote areas such as the poles or 
in deep water. 

A similar pattern is observed with fuel cell companies that 
are targeting the transportation and underwater-vehicle 
industries. In addition, there will be more mature products 
from foreign companies being marketed in the United States, 
more often through a joint venture, subsidiary, and almost 
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always by working with a prime contractor. Conversely, U.S. 
firms are eager to sell overseas, but the navigation systems and 
autonomy of the technology presents export hurdles when it 
comes to foreign-sales regulations. 

The Navy’s Space and Naval Warfare Systems Command 
Systems Center Pacific, based in San Diego, is the funding 
and executing office of two expected programs. The center is 
seeking improved automation technologies, which is a way to 
gradually remove humans from the operation of unmanned 
systems. This satisfies two goals: to develop technology that 
will cut costs by removing expensive trained persons; and to 
take a measured and cautious approach to autonomy. Bluefin 
Robotics, for instance, acquired the intellectual property and 
expertise of Hawkes Remotes remotely operated vehicles as a 
way to address this problem. 

The most immediate need is for unmanned underwater 
vehicles to reduce human and material risks. In that vein, most 
of the procurement funding is likely to be allocated to mine 
countermeasures. In the mid and long term, “UUVs will be 
increasingly used as a force multiplier or to extend the reach in 
range and capabilities of manned assets,” said David 
Olszewski of Atlas North America. 

“Shallow water infrastructure and ports and harbors 
facilities are subject to asymmetric threats,” said Kelly, of 
Bluefin. The company is offering the Bluefin-9 UUV to 
survey ship lanes and map the underwater environment, and a 
hovering submersible to inspect ship hulls in ports. 

The Pentagon’s budget request for unmanned maritime 
systems (including unmanned surface) research, development, 
testing, procurement, operations and maintenance is 
approximately $641 million for the 2011 to 2015 period.  
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33. Technical, Legal Experts Discuss Role Of Unmanned Maritime Vessels 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 21 MAR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Eric Dietrich, U.S. Naval War College Public 
Affairs 

NEWPORT, R.I. -- More than two dozen technical and 
legal experts met March 20 and 21 to examine and discuss 
legal issues regarding the use of unmanned systems in a 
maritime environment at the Unmanned Maritime System 
Legal Workshop hosted by the U.S. Naval War College 
(NWC). 

"This is the first time technical, unmanned maritime 
systems and international legal experts came together to 
discuss the role of these systems," said U.S. Coast Guard Capt. 
Andrew Norris, a member of NWC's International Law 
Department and the coordinator for the workshop. 

Unmanned maritime systems are vessels designed to 
operate on-or-underwater without a human operator onboard, 
similar to drone aircraft. But according to Norris, there are 
questions about how they should be classified within maritime 
and armed conflict laws. 

"First and foremost, what's the status of these things," said 
Norris. "Are they vessels? Are they warships? Are they 
torpedoes? How should unmanned maritime systems be 
classified under the law? That answer really drives a lot of the 
other issues." 

During the first day of the conference, invited participants 
discussed four main issues of unmanned maritime vessels: the 
status of various types of unmanned vessels, maritime "rules 
of the road,” maritime zone issues and law of armed conflict 
issues. 

The importance of classifying what kind of object these 
unmanned systems was evident it the first day's discussion. 

"There are international rules that control how and when, 
for example, a submersible vessel can operate in another 
nation's territorial sea," Norris said. "So what laws apply for 
unmanned systems?" 

But for a fleet commander in a combat situation, the more 
important question about how these things can be used in sea 
warfare and comply with the law of armed conflict was 
discussed. 

"There were discussions about what level of autonomous 
decision-making you have in a system like this," Norris said. 
"If the decision to fire a weapon is based on an algorithm that's 
implanted in it, then how can a fleet commander use that asset 
and still comply with some of the law of war principles?" 

The experts examined a scenario on the second day of the 
conference. During the scenario, unmanned vessels were being 
used in an innocuous role, such as surveillance. The scenario 
evolved to where unmanned vessels were employed in a 
combat role. 

The findings of the two day conference will be published 
later this summer. However, Norris cautions that the intent of 
the conference was not to come to any legal ruling on the 
unmanned maritime vessels but help guide the discussions that 
legal advisors will have on their roles and missions. 

"This is not going to provide answers to the fleet 
commander and his legal advisors," Norris said. "But more 
importantly, it will help shape the discussion when those fleet 
decisions are made." 
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BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
34. Senator Kills Plans For New BRAC Round 
(NAVY TIMES 21 MAR 12) ... Rick Maze 

A Pentagon base closing initiative died March 21 when a 
key U.S. senator announced she will block any effort to create 
a new base closing commission. 

Sen. Claire McCaskill of Missouri, chairwoman of the 
Senate Armed Services Committee panel with jurisdiction 
over military installations, said she is willing to allow the 

closing of U.S. military bases overseas, but not domestic 
bases. 

There is strong opposition to new base closures on the 
House Armed Services Committee, which also appears 
unlikely to approve the legislation necessary to create a base 
closing list. 
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Unless the Pentagon can change McCaskill's mind, her 
announcement seals the fate of the proposal. It takes only a 
single senator to hold up legislation. 

The death of the initiative comes before the Defense 
Department has even submitted to Congress a legislative plan 
for making the base closing plan possible. 

McCaskill, who heads the subcommittee on military 
readiness and management support, said she applauds the 
Defense Department's “desire to find responsible places to 
achieve savings” but “there is one area where there is 
absolutely no room for compromise this year: BRAC.” 

BRAC refers to the independent base closing and 
realignment commission process the Defense Department has 
depended on in five previous rounds to get Congress to 
support shutting down bases. The commission makes 
recommendations that have to be accepted or rejected as a 
package, with no ability to make modifications. 

Defense Department officials have proposed two 
additional base-closing rounds, one in 2013 and a second in 
2015, for closing bases and adjusting forces — moves they 
have said are vital to cutting infrastructure costs to deal with 
tighter defense budgets. 

McCaskill's objections are similar to those raised by the 
readiness subcommittee of the House Armed Services 
Committee, which also wants to see a complete force structure 
plan for overseas and domestic bases before going forward, as 
well as estimates on how much money could be saved by 
closing more bases. There are upfront costs to base closing, 
which gives lawmakers a reason to delay the cuts without 
looking like they are just trying to protect bases back home. 

However, McCaskill made clear she is concerned about 
bases in Missouri. 

“The impact BRAC has on our communities around the 
country, such as those surrounding my home state bases Fort 
Leonard Wood and Whiteman Air Force Base, is 
extraordinary,” said McCaskill, who is up for re-election in 
November. “I will not support a process that is callous or 
casual, or one that is rushed before we fully comprehend 
whether the traumatic task is clearly in the best interests of the 
American taxpayer and our national security. The department 
has a very long way to go before it proves to me that these 
initial criteria have been met.” 
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35. Naval Academy Contributes To Chesapeake Bay Oyster Restoration 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 21 MAR 12) ... Mass Communications Specialist 3rd Class Danian Douglas 

ANNAPOLIS, Md. -- A U.S. Naval Academy team of 
researchers and Navy divers completed a year of collecting 
oyster samples from the Severn River March 20 as part of an 
ongoing effort to study and restore oyster populations in the 
Chesapeake Bay watershed. 

The team helps rejuvenate the declining oyster population 
by monitoring water quality and testing the collected samples. 

The project was initiated two years ago, when a group of 
oceanography and ocean engineering faculty and staff working 
independently on Chesapeake Bay-related issues saw the 
Army Corps of Engineers were reconstructing local oyster 
reefs. 

The USNA group contacted the Army's engineers to 
suggest that the Naval Academy could play a role, said ocean 
engineer Louise Wallendorf, who works in the academy's 
hydromechanics laboratory. 

Oyster larvae need a hard surface on which to attach, so 
they can change to young oysters called "spat," and grow. 
Normally larvae settle on the shells of oysters that make up the 
bay's reefs, but overharvest and changes in the oyster reefs 
have led to a dramatic decline in oyster populations. 

Oyster restoration involves building reefs made of oyster 
shells, granite, recycled concrete and slag and placing them in 
known oyster breeding spots, including an area in the Severn 
River near the Naval Academy yard. 

The Academy works with researchers from the University 
of Maryland who hatch oyster larvae and grow the spat on 

shell, and the Oyster Recovery Partnership which coordinates 
placement of the oyster spat on the Army's artificial reefs, said 
Wallendorf. 

The Naval Academy Sailing Center also became 
involved, supplying boats for the researchers to place water 
quality instrumentation and the Navy divers to collect oyster 
samples from the reefs. 

"What we do on each dive is harvest a certain amount of 
oysters from each type of reef," said Navy Diver 2nd Class 
Casey Mrozek, of Lake Zurich, Ill. "The Academy team then 
conducts biological tests to determine which areas promote the 
best growth rates." 

Cecily Steppe, associate professor in the Oceanography 
Department, examines the maturity and gender of the oysters 
under microscopes and compares it to measurements of the 
water's salinity, temperature and dissolved oxygen at each reef 
site. This helps determine the oysters' ability to survive and 
reproduce. Reports are then sent to the Army Corps of 
Engineers for evaluation. 

Only since diving for the project did Mrozek realize how 
important the oyster culture is to the community. 

"It's cool to know that you're part of something that's 
helping the environment and the whole ecosystem around 
here," he said. "Participating in projects like this shows that 
the Navy is not just concerned about defense. We're concerned 
about the environment that we need to live in and sustain 
ourselves." 
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36. Navy Asks For Public Comment About Training Activities Along Coast 
(PORTLAND OREGONIAN 21 MAR 12) ... Lori Tobias 

The U.S. Navy is inviting public comment regarding its 
training activities in its Northwest Training Range Complex. 
The request is part of its Northwest Training and Testing 
Environmental Impact Statement/Overseas Environmental 

Impact Statement, which is required for permit renewals every 
five years. 

The Northwest Training Range Complex stretches from 
Northern California to Washington, from the coastline to 250 
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miles out to sea and serves as the training and tests ground for 
a variety of Navy operations. 

The Navy wants to hear concerns as well as suggestions 
on how it might improve its operations to benefit the 
community and/or marine life, said Liane Nakahara, Navy 
Northwest Special Affairs specialist. 

"We want to hear about anything that could possibly 
affect them or their business," said Nakahara. "We're talking 
effects to cultural, socio economic, the fishing community ... 

So we can better identify what areas we need to look at in our 
analysis when we are renewing our permits." 

The draft EIS is expected to be completed in the fall of 
2013. The public will be able to view the EIS online and 
submit comments. The process is slated to be completed in 
2015. The public comment period is open until April 27. 

Comments can be entered online www.NWTTEIS.com or 
by mail to: Naval Facilities Engineering Command, 
Northwest, ATTN: Mrs. Kimberly Kler – NWTT Project 
Manager; 1101 Tautog Circle, Silverdale, WA 98315-1100. 
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37. U.S. To Expand Marine Bases In W. Pacific 
(YOMIURI SHIMBUN 22 MAR 12) 

The United States plans to spread bases of its Marine Air-
Ground Task Force (MAGTF) to a total of three locations in 
the western Pacific as part of the review of the realignment of 
U.S. forces in Japan. 

According to sources, U.S. government officials have 
proposed to their Japanese counterparts that the realignment of 
the Marine Corps' MAGTF, which is currently located only in 
Okinawa Prefecture, will also be sent to Guam and Darwin, 
Australia, as part of the realignment plan. 

The MAGTF is a basic component of the U.S. Marine 
Corps that has a high-level of readiness in an emergency. It 
comprises a command center, ground combat units, air combat 
units and logistic support units. 

The United States aims to boost its deterrence by 
increasing bases near the ocean around China, which is 
currently strengthening its maritime presence. This area 
includes the East China Sea and the South China Sea. 

The U.S. plan to deploy the MAGTF outside of Okinawa 
Prefecture was revealed by sources close to both the U.S. and 
Japanese governments. 

U.S. Marine Corps' presence in Okinawa Prefecture 
mainly comprises the MAGTF's 3rd Marine Expeditionary 
Force. Consisting of about 18,000 to 21,000 personnel, it is 
the largest MAGTF outside the U.S. mainland. 

Under a 2006 Japan-U.S. agreement, 8,000 members of 
the force's command and logistic units would be moved to 
Guam, while the remaining 10,000 personnel, mostly from 
combat units, would remain in Okinawa Prefecture. 

In reviewing the realignment plan of U.S. forces stationed 
in Japan, the United States lowered the number of marines to 
be moved to Guam to 4,700. 

The U.S. government has told Japan that 10,000 members 
of the 3rd expeditionary force's command center and the 
MAGTF's 31st Marine Expeditionary Unit, a main combat 
unit with about 2,200 members, will remain in Okinawa 
Prefecture. 

To reduce the burden on Okinawa, the remaining troops 
will be sent to the U.S. mainland and Hawaii. 

The U.S. government also said an option is to use the 
MAGTF's smallest expeditionary units for new troop 
deployments in Guam and Darwin. 

Under the plan, marines will be permanently stationed in 
Guam, and about 2,500 from the U.S. mainland will be 
stationed in Darwin for six-month rotations. 

The marines in Okinawa Prefecture will be responsible 
for northeast Asia, including the Korean Peninsula and the 
East china Sea. Those stationed in Guam will be in charge of 
the entire western Pacific, while troops in Darwin will be 
responsible for the south china Sea and the Indian Ocean. 

China's strategy in the western Pacific is to prevent the 
advance of U.S. forces, and in particular, the deployment of its 
aircraft carriers. 

China is boosting its military in the western Pacific by 
building its own aircraft carriers and developing antiship 
ballistic missiles. 

When the U.S. Joint Chiefs of Staff announced a joint 
operational access concept in January, it pointed out 
strengthening and diversifying frontline bases is necessary to 
ensure enemies face difficulty in selecting targets. 

The plan to spread MAGTF units throughout the western 
Pacific is an attempt to follow this strategy. 

The U.S. government officials have told their Japanese 
counterparts that expanding the location of MAGTF bases will 
improve the capability of these forces to cope with large-scale 
natural disasters in the region. 

As part of efforts to contain China, the U.S. government 
also plans to train marines in the Philippines, and deploy its 
most advanced warships in Singapore. 

Japanese government officials praised the U.S. plan. A 
senior Defense Ministry official said, "Deterrent power 
throughout the entire western Pacific will be stronger." 

The U.S. Marine Corps is made up of marine 
expeditionary forces with 20,000 to 90,000 personnel; 
expeditionary brigades with 3,000 to 20,000; and 
expeditionary forces with 1,500 to 3,000. 

Depending on their size, these groups are capable of 
continuous combat missions for 15 to 60 days without 
assistance from other forces. 
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38. No Money Authorized Until DoD Meets Mandates 
(KUAM NEWS (GUAM) 22 MAR 12) ... Sabrina Salas Matanane 

GUAM - The Senate once again makes it clear they won't 
authorize funding to be spent on the Marines relocation from 
Okinawa to Guam unless they fulfill their statutory obligations 

contained in the 2012 National Defense Authorization Act. 
Like the sentiments from Senate Armed Service Committee 
members Senators Carl Levin, Jim Webb and John McCain 
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last week. Senator Claire McCaskill said, "We will continue to 
hold the line on any authorization of funds for any of those 
purposes until those requirements are met." 

The Missouri senator during a senate subcommittee 
hearing today said she doesn't plan on authorizing a penny to 
be spent on the Marines relocation from Okinawa to Guam 
unless all of the mandates included in the 2012 National 
Defense Authorization Act are met which include the 
submission of a master plan and an independent study be 
conducted on the military's force posture in East Asia and in 
the Asia Pacific Region. McCaskill said, "Do you think 
everyone understands that we do not want any money spent 
until those requirements are met?" 

Jackalyne Pfannenstiel said, "We do understand that and 
the requirements are underway. The independent study, the 
contract for that I understand is about to be signed, and all of 
the other pieces. But a lot of that has to do with the outcome of 
the discussions that are underway between the U.S. 
Government and the Government of Japan on the ultimate 
movement to Guam — how many Marines and what 
timeframe and all those discussions are happening virtually as 
we speak. And as that gets resolved that will then allow us 
then to put together the master plan, which I believe is one of 
the primary requirements under the NDAA. We understand 
that is necessary and we are planning to work with Congress 
to meet those requirements." 

McCaskill said, "So that everyone is crystal clear we don't 
want to go down the road we don't even want to begin going 
down the road until we're sure where the road is going to lead 
at the end of it." 

According to the figures provided during today's hearing 
the President's Fiscal Year 2013 budget request includes $51 
million for construction to support the Marines relocation to 
Guam, another $139 million for civilian infrastructure to 
address population growth, of which $106.4 million is for 
water and waste water infrastructure capital improvements 
such as water treatment plant modifications, supply well 
improvements and provision of backup power at wastewater 
pump stations. 

Although discussions between the U.S. and Japan 
continue on the revised realignment plan, Assistant Secretary 
of the Navy for Energy, Installations and Environment 
Pfannenstiel wanted to make sure it was clear just how 
important Guam is to the nation's defense. 

"I would specifically like to emphasize that we remain 
committed to establishing an operational Marine Corps 
presence on Guam. We know congress has concerns regarding 
the execution of the Guam military realignment and we are 
taking the necessary steps to address them and move the 
program forward. This is an important year for the Guam 
realignment, we will continue to work with and our partners in 
Guam and Japan as more information becomes available," she 
said. 

On an added note, the director of the Guam Military 
Buildup Office, Mark Calvo, will be presenting an overview 
and update on the buildup. The information briefing will be 
held at the Guam Legislature next Tuesday beginning at 8:30 
in the morning. 

View Clip (RT: 3:00) 
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NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
39. U.S. Intelligence Says Water Shortages Threaten Stability 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 22 MAR 12) ... Alan Bjerga 

Competition for increasingly scarce water in the next 
decade will fuel instability in regions such as South Asia and 
the Middle East that are important to U.S. national security, 
according to a U.S. intelligence report. 

An all-out water war is unlikely in the next 10 years, as 
nations will be more likely to use water as a bargaining chip 
with each other, according to the report from the Director of 
National Intelligence that is to be released today. 

As shortages become more acute, “water in shared basins 
will increasingly be used as leverage; the use of water as a 
weapon or to further terrorist objectives also will become 
more likely beyond 10 years,” according to a copy obtained by 
Bloomberg News. The report was requested by the State 
Department and drawn from a classified national intelligence 
estimate. 

The report, drafted principally by the Defense Intelligence 
Agency, reflects a growing emphasis in the U.S. intelligence 
community on how environmental issues such as water 
shortages, natural disasters and climate change may affect 
U.S. security interests. 

For example, said a U.S. official familiar with the study, 
as water and hydroelectric power become more valuable, 
dams, irrigation projects and reservoirs could become more 
attractive targets for terrorists or military strikes. The official 

spoke on condition of anonymity because the national 
intelligence estimate on which the report is based is classified. 

Depleted groundwater for agriculture, which is 
responsible for 70 percent of water use, could destabilize food 
markets and contribute to price swings such as those last year 
that sent nutrition costs to a record and created unrest in the 
Middle East and North Africa. 

“Many countries important to the United States will 
experience water problems -- shortages, poor water quality, or 
floods -- that will risk instability,” the study said. “North 
Africa, the Middle East, and South Asia will face major 
challenges coping with water problems.” 

Population growth, economic development and climate 
change are combining to make water less plentiful worldwide, 
according to the study. Meanwhile, annual global water 
requirements will be 40 percent above current sustainable 
water supplies by 2030, according to a 2009 report by the 
2030 Water Resources Group, a World Bank-sponsored 
collaboration that included Coca-Coca Co. and Nestle SA 
among its members. 

“Water shortages, poor water quality, and floods by 
themselves are unlikely to result in state failure,” said the U.S. 
intelligence report. “However, water problems -- when 
combined with poverty, social tensions, environmental 
degradation, ineffectual leadership, and weak political 
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institutions -- contribute to social disruptions that can result in 
state failure.” 

In addition, the report said, “some states are further 
stressed by a heavy dependency on river water controlled by 
upstream nations with unresolved water-sharing issues.” 

Better water use will be necessary to reduce the strains on 
supplies and international tensions, according to the report, 
with the biggest potential gains through improved farming 
practices. 

The report also examines seven river basins that may 
present risks to U.S. security interests, grading the 
management capacity of the Amu Darya in Central Asia and 
Afghanistan, and the Brahmaputra, which flows from Tibet 

through India to Bangladesh, as “inadequate.” The study 
defines management capacity as the ability of nations, treaties 
and organizations in an area to manage political grievances 
over water. 

The intelligence report found the political stability of the 
Mekong River watershed in Southeast Asia; the Tigris and 
Euphrates in Turkey, Syria, Iraq and Iran; and the Nile Basin 
in northern Africa as “limited.” The report rates the Indus in 
south Asia and the Jordan in the Middle East as “moderate.” 

The United Nations designates each March 22 as World 
Water Day, and the State Department yesterday announced 
that today Secretary of State Hillary Clinton will unveil a new 
public- private U.S. Water Partnership. 
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40. Marine Could Be Discharged For Tea Party Page 
Sergeant: defends rights to off-duty free speech 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 21 MAR 12) ... Gretel C. Kovach 

A Camp Pendleton Marine said the Corps notified him 
Wednesday that it was taking steps to boot him out of the 
military because of his “Armed Forces Tea Party” web page 
and comments critical of the president. 

Sgt. Gary Stein, 26, of Temecula, said he was accused of 
making statements about the president “that are prejudicial to 
good order and discipline” — a violation of Article 134 of the 
Uniform Code of Military Justice. 

He also was accused of violating Defense Department 
rules when he created his Armed Forces Tea Party page on 
Facebook in 2010. A department directive states that service 
members may “register, vote, and express a personal opinion 
on political candidates and issues, but not as a representative 
of the Armed Forces.” 

The Marine Corps issued a statement saying that Stein’s 
commanding officer ordered a preliminary inquiry on March 8 
after receiving allegations that the sergeant “posted political 
statements about the president of the United States on his 
Facebook web page titled ‘Armed Forces Tea Party.’ After 
reviewing the findings of the preliminary inquiry, the 
Commander decided to address the allegations through 
administrative action.” 

Maj. Michael Armistead, a spokesman for the San Diego 
Marine Corps Recruit Depot who released the statement, 
declined to comment. 

Until Wednesday Stein worked as a weather forecaster at 
Camp Pendleton on behalf of the recruit depot. Now he is 
being reassigned and restricted from computer access at work, 
pending an administrative hearing on his fate. 

Stein said he has done nothing wrong and defended his 
right to express personal opinions about the president and his 
policies when he is off-duty and not in uniform. 

“Whatever happened to freedom of speech?” he said. 
“There is not a document in this world that trumps the United 
States Constitution… To say that the UCMJ somehow trumps 
the First Amendment is completely inaccurate.” 

Stein attracted national media attention when he started 
his Armed Forces Tea Party page, which has nearly 18,000 
followers. Then a complaint was lodged against him with the 

Marine Corps this month after Stein made a comment online 
using his personal Facebook account. 

Stein said he can’t remember exactly what he posted — 
the comment has been deleted — but he paraphrased it as “I 
say screw Obama. I will not follow orders given by him to 
me.” 

Stein said he added a comment online a few minutes later 
clarifying that he meant “unlawful orders,” but that additional 
information was not included in the complaint. The comments 
were part of an online debate about American troops 
potentially being tried for burning Korans in Afghanistan. 

Stein has been served with a notice of administrative 
separation proceedings and could be kicked out of the Corps 
with a discharge under “other than honorable” conditions, he 
said. He also might be reduced in rank and have to pay back 
some or all of his $45,000 in bonus money and education fees 
for real estate classes. 

He said he does not know when the hearing will take 
place, but when it does: “I will just have to educate somebody 
on the Constitution and what it says.” 

Thomas Umberg, a retired Army colonel and a partner at 
the Costa Mesa law firm Manatt, Phelps & Phillips, said “I 
think he has no case, and I think Sgt. Stein is perhaps seeking 
notoriety by trying to create confrontation with the military. 
But my guess is his fame will be short-lived. 

“If he wants to remain in the military, he has to abide by 
the rules and regulations that have been in place for more than 
two centuries.” 

Stein has served in the Marine Corps for nine years and 
deployed once to Iraq. 

“You’re telling me that one comment that was taken out 
of the context … is going to trump nine years of faithful 
service in the Marine Corps? That’s ridiculous,” he said. 

Stein is married and has a 4-year-old daughter. He 
intended to reenlist after his current contract expires in July, 
he said. 

“I love the Marine Corps and the Marines I work with… I 
love America and I want nothing more to do than to serve my 
country. That means protecting the Constitution against all 
enemies foreign and domestic.” 
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OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
41. Bold Alligator: A Glimpse of Marine, Navy Future 
(AOL DEFENSE 21 MAR 12) ... Robbin Laird 

The Navy-Marine Corps team just completed the largest 
amphibious exercise in more than a decade. But what did 
people see? What did they recognize in the Bold Alligator 
exercise and focus upon? 

Because it is called an amphibious exercise, outsiders 
who attended the exercise tended to focus upon the 
amphibious ships themselves, the landing ships, the vehicles 
and the assault on the beach. This is the trouble with what one 
sees. 

The reality was that this was a power projection exercise, 
it was a maneuver of forces from the sea inland and out again. 
Bold Alligator 2012 was a shift towards a new paradigm. With 
the U.S. and its allies turning from the land wars of the past 
decade to formulating new approaches for the decade ahead 
shaping new approaches to the use of joint and coalition forces 
is clearly required. 

In an interview after the exercise, Adm. Kevin Scott, 2nd 
Expeditionary Strike Group commander, underscored that the 
core effort was to bring the Navy-Marine team and the allied 
team together into an enhanced capability to operate from the 
sea. Re-crafting maneuver warfare from the sea is not just 
about technology and new capabilities; it is based on a concept 
of operations where collaborative team efforts become 
seamless. 

With global challenges not going away, and financial 
constraints biting, the need to get best value out of current 
assets while adding new ones is a key element of strategic 
change. 

The seabase can provide new maneuver warfare from the 
sea capability, seen off of the shores of Tripoli and practiced 
then off of the shores of Virginia and North Carolina. 

So what images of change were embedded in the Bold 
Alligator picture? There are more than can be discussed in a 
single article, but I will focus on my top 8 images of change. 

First, an assault raid was conducted from the seabase deep 
inland (180 miles) aboard the Ospreys with allied forces 
observing or participating. The Osprey was the key element 
operating in this exercise, which was not there during the last 
big "amphibious" exercise. 

As the key coalition officer (Lt. Commander Pastoor) in 
the planning process, a Dutch naval officer, underscored: "We 
had Dutch observers and they were very impressed with the 
game changing capabilities of the Osprey in terms of range 
and speed. Normally, in such an exercise we would take the 
beach and operate 30 miles inland. With this new capability 
we can operate throughout the entire battlespace and move 
forces as if across a chessboard." 

Let us hover over this image. Instead of assaulting the 
beach, the forces aboard the sea base are maneuvering within 
and over the battlespace inserting, moving and withdrawing 
forces. This is a far cry from just looking at photos of the 
landing ships and assault vehicles. 

Second, one would have looked at the BAC1-11 aircraft 
carrying the F-35 combat systems and see many things, 
notably the capacity to provide information to the MARSOC 
insertion forces about the battlespace in real time. The combat 
systems are tested and mated with the weapons certification of 
the F-35 this spring. (We can do the Nike thing: Just do it.) 

Third, if one had visited the exercise team before the 
exercise, one would have seen an incredible process of 
integration of coalition partners into the planning process. And 
a core focus of these planners has been upon sorting out to 
more effectively managing information, distributing 
information and operating with a common operational picture. 

Returning to our coalition planner, Lt. Commander 
Pastoor said: 

"Coalition is a key part of Bold Alligator. It's been there 
from beginning. From the very first concept development 
conferences in the beginning a year ago, coalition engagement 
was central. Nowadays operations aren't done without 
coalitions. The Bold Alligator process is U.S. and coalition as 
one team from beginning onwards. It's really working well, 
getting to the same goals, doing the planning process together, 
working in close coordination with the French Task Group, 
having their plan's over, having 6 to 10 officers from New 
Zealand flying in for planning conference. We have a lot of 
coalition participants in our staff for the operation itself really 
emphasizes the importance of coalition." 

He also emphasized that managing information from the 
SIPRNET was and is a problem. This is why the default for 
future operations will need to be CENTRIX or the NATO 
standard. During the exercise CENTRIX was used as the coin 
of the realm. Pastoor underscored that planning needs to be 
done in CENTRIX so that there is a seamless flow to exercise 
and operational collaboration. 

Fourth, the French amphibious ship Mistral was the 
centerpiece of a physical allied contribution. The ship and its 
team arrived early for bilateral operations and the ship was 
cross-certified with U.S. equipment and procedures. It was one 
of the stars of the Libyan operation and worked closely with 
the allies in dealing with those challenges. 

But the Mistral was not just a solo French contribution. It 
represented an entire class of ships of various sizes being built 
by allies – Spain, Italy, South Korea, Australia, etc. – that will 
carry significant aviation assets evolving over the years ahead 
and give this capability longer reach and impact. The F-35B 
will be added to several decks, the Opsrey, the Tiger and X-3 
helicopters, the CH-53K, the NH-90, unmanned aerial 
vehicles of various sizes and kinds. In short, the future belongs 
to clusters of these types of ships. 

Fifth, the Mistral image would raise another image. No 
platform fights alone. The Mistral deploys with other ships, 
notably frigates which provide for air defense. Images could 
be seen if one looked of ships like the Aegis which engaged 
and deployed to provide a protective cover along with the Big 
E and its deployed assets. 

Sixth, the images of the Harriers operating off of the 
Kearsarge raised another prospect of capabilities and changes. 
Some 16 Harriers operated off of the large deck amphibious 
ship, in an approach which was very un-ARG like. Normally, 
the Navy and Marine team operates in three ship formations 
called Amphibious Ready Groups with a Marine 
Expeditionary Unit or MEU onboard. This exercise worked at 
a much more aggregated level with many more ships. 

The Harriers based on the USS Kearsarge worked closely 
with land-based air to provide for a significant air combat 
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capability to shape the battlespace. This model can be 
followed immediately in the Middle East with Arab, Israeli or 
western air forces deployed temporarily on Arab soil. The 
point is that the organizer of the spear is on the sea-base. This 
capability can be conjoined with the various air combat 
centers extant or being developed in the region. 

Seventh, the MV-22 landed on a T-AKE ship. This means 
that this new aviation asset can connect supply ships with 
combat ships to potentially allow a much more efficient use of 
the combat ships. 

What this in turn means is that by building more of these 
new supply ships, the combat power of the fleet can be 
enhanced, and the Navy-Marine Corps team get its combat 
ship numbers up. This is not a substitute for adding new 
amphibious ships to the fleet. But with the new approach and 
new concepts of operations the combat capabilities can 
become extended and more sustained. It is about sustainable 
maneuver warfare from the sea. And the new VM-22 T-AKE 
combination is a potential war winner. 

Finally, one could focus on various capabilities to deal 
with asymmetrical threats. A clear message from the past 

decade is that one needs to define, respond and anticipate 
asymmetrical threats. The images of various assets dealing 
with the counter-mine threat, whether they be French special 
forces or SEALS in the water, the Canadian counter mine 
vessel, the riverine forces, or the mammal insertion from the 
virtual engagement of West Coast USN teams were prevalent 
and clear. A seabase will not survive if the asymmetric threats 
are not taken into account. 

In short, re-shaping maneuver warfare from the sea by 
encompassing allied and U.S. land-based air and other support 
and strike capabilities is a crucial element of the way ahead. 

New uses of the sea base, new capabilities deployed from 
the sea base will allow the U.S. and its allies to deploy 
scalable forces and to shape a force appropriate to the mission. 
An economy of force approach can be shaped to ensure that 
mission and forces match, but, with scalability, other 
capabilities can augment the force to ensure mission success. 

Robbin Laird is an international defense consultant and 
former National Security Council staffer. He owns the Second 
Line of Defense website. 
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42. Oil And Water: Budget Cuts And Election Years 
Congress is balking at Defense Dept.’s proposed cuts 
(WASHINGTON POST 22 MAR 12) ... Walter Pincus 

Congress is ignoring that it has only nine months to head 
off sequestration and the economic “perfect storm” looming in 
December. 

Remember, it’s an election year, which probably means a 
lame-duck session in December will have to pass fiscal 2013 
appropriations bills wrapped in a continuing resolution, raise 
the debt limit, and deal with the required $1.2 trillion in debt 
reduction over the next 10 years — or pass some tax proposal 
that would replace the Dec. 31 end of all the George W. Bush 
tax cuts (for the middle class and the wealthy). 

Wednesday’s House Republican budget proposal doesn’t 
help the future look any brighter. It all but ignored last year’s 
bipartisan agreement in the Budget Control Act, which 
includes defense cuts of $487 billion over the next 10 years. 
Instead, the GOP budget restores about $200 billion of that 
money, increasing President Obama’s fiscal 2013 request by 
$30 billion to $554 billion. 

What makes the situation grim is that legislators from 
both parties are balking at the reductions in Obama’s fiscal 
2013 Defense Department request that are part of the $487 
billion, 10-year plan. If Congress can’t take the first step in 
these defense cuts, how will it ever hit the additional $1.2 
trillion of overall reductions before sequestration on Jan. 2? 

One proposed fiscal 2013 cut that has drawn the most 
criticism on Capitol Hill and in the country at large is the Air 
Force reduction for the Air National Guard. As part of its plan 
to save $8.7 billion over 10 years, the Air Force proposed 
cutting 5,500 Air National Guardsmen, with the first 5,100 in 
fiscal 2013. In addition, 280 Air National Guard aircraft are to 
be eliminated over the next five years, more than 100 of them 
in fiscal 2013. Some of the remaining planes would be shifted 
among air bases. 

Under the plan, reductions are to involve Air Guard 
facilities in 19 states, 12 of which will lose more than 100 
personnel. If ever a reduction was expected to cause an uproar 

in Congress and among the states in an election year, this was 
it. 

The National Governors Association has taken a strong 
stand against it, as has the Senate National Guard Caucus, 
headed by Sens. Patrick J. Leahy (D-Vt.) and Lindsey O. 
Graham (R-S.C.). Both are on the Senate Appropriations 
Committee, and Graham is on the Armed Services Committee. 
Days after the Air Guard reductions were announced, Leahy 
called them “dangerously premature.” 

Perhaps more important for the future of the plan were the 
Air Guard reductions focused on Michigan, the home state of 
Sen. Carl Levin (D), chairman of the Armed Services panel. 
The biggest single cut would be to the Air National Guard unit 
at Selfridge Air National Guard Base, just north of Detroit. 
The base is scheduled to lose up to 550 military personnel, 
about one-third of those stationed there. The main reason: The 
Air Force is removing all 24 A-10 Thunderbolt II air-to-
ground, close air support aircraft at the base. Also, the base’s 
eight KC-135 refueling tankers are to be reduced to four. 

If that were not enough for Michigan, the plan also calls 
for retiring three C-21 cargo and passenger aircraft. Rather 
than replacing them with four C-27J air cargo planes at Battle 
Creek Air National Guard Base, the new plan calls for 
bringing in an MQ-9 unmanned-aircraft unit. However, the 
drone aircraft would not be housed at the Michigan air base. 
Only the pilots would operate from there. The drones, to be 
attached to Africa Command, would be based closer to their 
area of operations, according to the Air Force. 

At an Armed Services panel hearing Tuesday on the Air 
Force’s fiscal 2013 budget, Levin described the Air Guard 
reductions as “a very troubling aspect of the budget proposal,” 
because the “force structure changes, the cuts in manpower 
and aircraft are falling disproportionately on the Air National 
Guard.” He never specifically asked about Michigan bases, 
limiting his questioning to getting an assurance from Air Force 
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Secretary Michael Donley that Defense Secretary Leon E. 
Panetta would take a look at the situation. 

Sen. Scott Brown (R-Mass.), who is in a tight reelection 
battle with Democrat Elizabeth Warren, took a different tack. 
Westover Air Reserve Base in Massachusetts is scheduled to 
lose 13 full-time civilian employees and four part-time 
reservists in fiscal 2013, along with eight of its 15 C-5 large 
transport aircraft. In addition, by 2016, those eight would be 
upgraded to refurbished C-5Ms. 

Brown defended the capability of the Westover reservists 
and was not satisfied with Air Force Chief of Staff Norton 
Schwartz’s response that “we will be able to get better 
utilization out of the C-5M than we did with its predecessor 
versions of the C-5.” Undeterred, Brown responded, “Isn’t 
there more value for the dollar, not only on aircraft savings, 
but keeping crews that are in place forward, doing a great job 
... and not to say anything about the economic impact to 
Massachusetts, in particular?” 

Politics was also at play during the Wednesday markup at 
the House Budget Committee meeting. Rep. Todd Akin (R-

Mo.) said the Obama budget approach would leave the 
administration “cutting defense when things don’t look 
peaceful.” He also said defense must be left out of the 
reconciliation that will be needed to avoid sequestration. 

Rep. Todd C. Young (R-Ind.) said that Obama had made 
defense cuts based on political necessity rather than having it 
be “strategy-based,” dismissing the Defense Department 
strategy paper that preceded the presentation of the Pentagon 
budget. However, he failed to indicate what strategy guided 
the Republican budget. 

Young concluded, taking a phrase from the preamble to 
the Constitution, that the “highest priority” of government is 
to “preserve the common defense.” That same preamble also 
calls for the “People of the United States” to “insure domestic 
Tranquility” and “promote the general Welfare” as well as 
“provide for the common defense.” 

Let’s hope whatever Congress finally agrees to does all 
three. 

Return to Index 
 

43. New York Sails To War 
Ship honors 9/11 sacrifice 
(NEW YORK POST 21 MAR 12) ... Joseph Callo 

At the end of this month, USS New York will sail east 
from her home port in Norfolk, headed for waters in extremely 
unstable and threatening areas of the world. She’ll operate in 
and around the Persian Gulf, the Strait of Hormuz, the Gulf of 
Oman and the Arabian Sea. 

With tons of steel from the Twin Towers forged into her 
bow, the ship is a unique symbol of America’s resistance to 
the twin evils of tyranny and terrorism. Her motto is “Strength 
Forged Through Sacrifice. Never Forget.” 

Commissioned in New York City on Nov. 7, 2009, USS 
New York’s special connection with her namesake town has 
been particularly meaningful for the city’s 9/11 families; many 
see the ship and the men and women who serve in her as a 
tangible expression of their deep personal reactions to the 
unspeakable brutality delivered upon their loved ones on that 
day. 

New York is one of a new class of amphibious ships. Her 
crew has spent the months since commissioning training in 
complex operations, as she’ll operate as an airport for 
sophisticated aircraft as well as a seagoing base for a variety 
of state-of-the-art amphibious landing craft. She has also been 
training with US Marines to project the kind of power that 
protects our nation and brings credibility to America’s voice in 
peace and war. 

For all or most of her coming deployment, New York will 
be part of a Navy Amphibious Ready Group — a force that is 
the modern expression of the ancient military concept of 
expeditionary warfare. In blunt terms, New York’s job is to 
deliver heavily armed Marines at times and places that are 
inconvenient to those who would do harm to America. 

In this role, she is an extremely powerful and useful piece 
in the Navy/marine Corps strategy of forward deployment in 

unstable areas. The fundamental idea is to deter, if possible, 
those intent on doing harm to the United States and its citizens 
— and to answer violence and aggression with appropriate 
strength when and where necessary. That New York will 
inevitably also support others who are willing to stand against 
tyranny and terrorism is particularly relevant to the 
connections between the ship and the city. She will join other 
elements of US power that speak firmly of our determination 
to not only defend ourselves, but to advance human liberty and 
self-respect. 

On the occasion of the ship’s commissioning at Pier 86, 
her first commanding officer, thenCommander Curt Jones, 
wrote to the friends and family of his crew: 

“Sept. 11, 2001 will forever be a day that stands in the 
minds of those who experienced it. On that day, all the citizens 
of the United States became New Yorkers. An act that was 
meant to tear us apart and show our weakness brought us 
together as a nation and made us stronger. 

“With 7.5 tons of steel recovered from the World Trade 
Center site and forged into the bow of this ship, the crew of 
USS New York will ensure that the world will never forget 
that day. 

“The spirit of those who have gone before us inspires us 
each day. We draw strength from their sacrifice and have 
placed the mantle of their memory upon our shoulders.” 

With those words in mind, we can face the sea on which 
New York’s crew and embarked Marines will sail, salute and 
repeat the words of Dotty England as she broke the bottle 
against the ship’s bow: “May God bless this ship and all who 
sail in her.” 

Return to Index 
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Navy COOL – Credentialing program for Sailors 

from Navy Live, March 21 
An active duty course manager and lead instructor at the 

Center for Information Dominance (CID) Unit Corry Station, 
Fla., recently obtained two certifications through the Navy 
Credentialing Opportunities On-Line (COOL) program. CT1 
Jessica Gaukel talks about the program and what it has offered 
her. 

Navy COOL is a centralized, Web-based hub that 
consolidates information from numerous sources at the 
federal, state and local levels on certifications, licenses, 
apprenticeships and growth opportunities that correspond with 
each Navy rating, job and occupation. 

CT1 Gaukel explained that Navy COOL is, for many new 
Sailors, their first opportunity to take advantage of advanced 
training because new recruits don’t qualify for tuition 
assistance to attend college until they’ve completed one year 
of active service. 

“What I try to tell all of our students, is that after they 
complete “A” school, they should go through Navy COOL, 
obtain a voucher to take these certifications,” Gaukel said. 
“They should take a couple of days for review, but they should 
be able to pass their exams, and the best thing is that Navy 
COOL pays for all of it.” 

To date, Navy COOL has processed nearly 66,000 
credentials for Sailors and received more than 118 million hits 
to the Navy COOL Web site at https://www.cool.navy.mil. On 
average, Sailors are passing at a rate of 96 to 98 percent for 
voluntary licenses and certifications, compared to the national 
average pass rate of 75 to 80 percent. 

The end result of the pursuit of a civilian certification is 
that the Sailor’s individual professional knowledge and skill-
set usually increases due to the extra preparation time required 
for certification examinations and ongoing maintenance of that 
certification. Professional credentialing is a key component of 
the Navy’s Enlisted Learning and Development Strategy and 
is integrated into every enlisted Learning and Development 
Roadmap (LaDR). Credentials are found on all ratings’ LaDR 
documents. 

CID is the Navy’s Learning Center that leads, manages 
and delivers Navy and joint force training in information 
operations, information technology, cryptology and 
intelligence.”By using these certifications, and learning and 
reviewing the newest books that come out, we’re staying 
current,” Gaukel said. “So they’re continually feeding 
themselves to become a better operator, a better analyst, and a 
better Sailor.” 

With a staff of nearly 1,300 military, civilian and 
contracted staff members, CID oversees the development and 
administration of more than 168 courses at four commands, 
two detachments and 14 learning sites throughout the United 
States and in Japan. CID provides training for approximately 
24,000 members of the U.S. Armed Services and allied forces 
each year. 

Navy COOL is one of many opportunities for personal 
and professional growth available to active duty and Reserve 
component Sailors to earn certificates, licenses and degrees 

making them invaluable assets to the Navy. Those programs 
are important parts of the 21st Century Sailor and Marine 
initiative which consolidates a set of objectives and policies, 
new and existing, to maximize Sailor and Marine personal 
readiness, build resiliency and hone the most combat-effective 
force in the history of the Department of the Navy. 

View Clip (RT: 0:57) 
 
EOD Training and Evaluation Unit (TEU) TWO by 

Adm. J. C. Harvey, Jr. from Fleet Forces Command Blog, 
March 21 

Last Thursday I had the opportunity to visit Explosive 
Ordnance Disposal Training and Evaluation Unit (EODTEU) 
TWO to observe and participate in several training exercises. 
EODTEU TWO is a specialized EOD training unit that 
provides advanced unit level and mobility skill training for our 
deploying forces. 

One of the notable events of my visit was a combat 
demonstration in a fabricated indigenous village during which 
the EOD team disarmed and detained a hostile force before 
locating, neutralizing and safely disposing of an improvised 
explosive device. I also had the opportunity to ride with our 
Sailors in the MRAP-JERRV (Mine Resistant Ambush 
Protected - Joint Explosive Ordnance Disposal Rapid 
Response Vehicle) to the demolition range where I saw up 
close the meticulous effort that goes into detonating a live 
explosive. 

Our EOD Sailors are currently serving in every major 
region in the world, including Afghanistan where they’re 
forward deployed and participating in direct combat 
operations every day. They are capable of clearing IEDs, 
unexploded ordnance, chemical and biological warfare agents, 
dirty bombs and underwater mines. Whether parachuting into 
a combat zone from 30,000 feet or diving to 300 feet to disarm 
mines in critical waterways, these highly skilled professionals 
are almost always “first in” to clear the way for combat 
operations. 

Thanks again to the Sailors of EODTEU TWO for hosting 
me and showing me what you can do. I was very impressed by 
your dedication to your profession and commitment to your 
mission. You truly represent the very best of our Navy. 

View Gallery (6 Photos) 
 
Trident Refit Facility Recognized For Excellence by 

Rear Adm. Joseph Tofalo from Commander Submarine 
Forces Blog, March 20 

Rear Adm. Joseph Tofalo is Commander, Submarine 
Group Ten. 

Throughout 2011 Trident Refit Facility (TRF), Kings 
Bay, military and civilian professionals excelled in an 
incredible combination of teamwork, professionalism and 
technical skill to achieve complete success and mission 
accomplishment in every endeavor at home and abroad, 
thereby keeping "their" submarines combat ready! Recently I 
had the privilege of presenting TRF with a Meritorious Unit 
Commendation, formally recognizing this outstanding 
performance. Specific accomplishments included: 
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 Completed the largest TRIDENT availability ever 
accomplished (USS Wyoming ERP) comprised of 
2100 jobs using 640 thousand man-hours, integrating 
54 different ship alterations by numerous install 
activities. 

 Extraordinary efforts and coordination of repairs to 
the USS Georgia Main Reduction Gears returned the 
ship to the fleet in just 90 days. 

 Completed over 6500 jobs and over 500 thousand 
man-hours of work in Diego Garcia in support of our 
SSGN mission. 

 Complete disassembly and overhaul of USS Alaska's 
BRR-6 Buoy system to repair long standing material 
and system configuration issues. 

 Sought out and received site certification as the 
Southeast Regional Repair center for Type 18 
periscopes for Fast attack submarines and VLRA 
battery cells and change outs. 

 Developed an excellent culture of safety within the 
work place and at every level of the organization. In 
2011 alone, mishaps have been reduced by 11% and 
OSHA Reportable Mishaps have been reduced by 
34%. 

 Executed a flawless transition to the Enterprise 
Resource Planning system, making a quantum leap 
forward in supply requisition and distribution 
management. 

 Did all of the above while also demonstrating an on-
time completion rate of greater than 98%. 

TRF Kings Bay has demonstrated unmatched abilities in 
maintenance and mission readiness of the nation's strategic 
and forward deployed combat submarine assets. The 
outstanding professionals of TRF epitomize ingenuity and 
flexibility, and I am proud to be part of their team! 

 
Time to Break Some Plates by Rear Adm. Randy 

Mahr from NAWCAD Commander’s Blog, March 20 
Last week, Dr. Eui Lee from our Strategic Cell joined 

more than 150 members from the naval services, academia 
and industry at the first-ever Navy Warfare Development 
Command's "Innovation Series 2012" in Norfolk. 

Adm. John C. Harvey Jr., Commander Fleet Forces 
Command, launched the two-day event saying: "The 
organizations and processes we use are purposefully designed 
to maintain course and speed and not to allow significant 
change.” 

The good news is much of the discussion during the 
conference reinforced our strategic plan. We are on the right 
path. The speakers, panels and discussion topics also noted it 
isn’t a plan that’s foremost – it’s identifying and solving 
problems. 

In what could’ve been a direct commentary on our group, 
Adm. Harvey said hierarchical, large organizations tend to 
inhibit solutions when the problems fall outside experience. 
Those problems require research and creativity -- neither of 
which can be commanded, legislated or directed. 

”Efforts to adapt are rarely successful in the context of the 
large-scale formal organization which rewards conformity to 

structures, rules and routines and generally punishes 
departures from the same,” he said. 

Now, that’s an interesting thought from a four-star 
admiral. I’ll be honest; I live on the horns of this dilemma 
every day. Our organization, for all the great ideas we have, is 
hierarchical by design. Although I do try to flatten the 
leadership levels with empowerment, I also see (and hear from 
some of you) that the management between me and you wants 
to hold the structure and the associated perceived power in 
place. 

At the NWDC event, the importance of engaging young 
Sailors and officers in the innovation was a recurring message. 
For the past 17 months, I’ve emphasized that NAWCAD 
needs to involve more of our young engineers, logisticians, 
managers and interns in the decision processes. But at most 
meetings, I see the same veteran faces. 

Folks, the bureaucracy of NAWCAD is risk averse, and 
will oppose the very changes needed to answer a challenge 
that requires innovative thinking, innovative processes and 
innovative actions. The problems the fleet faces and the 
strategies we laid out together in our plan will not be solved 
using the same tried-and-true techniques of the past 20 years. 

They won’t be answered by holding more meetings, 
producing more PowerPoint slides or by socially and 
technologically repressive management of talented 
individuals. 

I know within NAWCAD we have the expertise to answer 
the problems the fleet will face in this century. I hope we have 
the courage to let that expertise be used. 

We created this blog to provide a forum for your feedback 
and bust through some of the bureaucratic layers. What are 
your ideas to break through the ceiling? 

 
What’s in a Name? Semantics and American 

Disarmament by David Axe from War is Boring, March 20 
It’s a cliche of American defense reporting that the U.S. 

weapons industry is in terminal decline. Reading the biggest 
trade publications, you’d think Washington is voluntarily 
disarming. 

Nothing could be farther from the truth. Even after recent 
cuts, U.S. defense spending accounts for nearly half the 
world’s total, and the American arms industry is thriving. 

As ridiculous as it might seem, part of the problem is 
semantics. It appears the defense industry is producing fewer 
and fewer weapons in part because we’re using fewer and 
fewer words to describe them. Aerospace consultant Rebecca 
Grant warned that the U.S. will soon have only one “fifth-
generation” jet fighter production line. Similarly, retired Navy 
admiral James Lyon wrote that only two American shipyards 
are producing “surface combatant” warships. 

Grant and Lyons are both right, for a given definition of 
“fighter” and “warship.” But if we pry apart the terminology, 
it’s clear both pundits are wrong. 

The one modern fighter Grant is referring to is the F-35, 
built by Lockheed Martin. But the F-35 is actually three very 
different warplanes sharing a common engine and avionics: 
the F-35A is a lightweight Air Force version; the Marine 
Corps’ F-35B has systems for taking off and landing vertically 
and as a result is much heavier; the Navy’s F-35C has a 
different wing and other gear for flying from aircraft carriers. 
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Adding in Lockheed’s F-16 and the Boeing-made F-15 
and F/A-18E/F, which Grant excludes because the government 
don’t describe them as “fifth-generation” — despite all three 
being thoroughly modern — the U.S. defense industry is 
actually producing no fewer than six different fighters. 

If we count medium-size armed drones — and some flag 
officers said we should — the number of fighter-class 
warplanes in production grows to at least eight. (For the 
record, the drones in question are the Gray Eagle and Reaper, 
both built by General Atomics; several other fighter-style 
drones are in development.) 

Lyons cites just two shipyards building surface 
combatants. Assuming by “surface combatant” he means 
armed warships that aren’t aircraft carriers, amphibious assault 
ships or Coast Guard patrol vessels, he must be referring to 
Bath Iron Works and Ingalls, together building the DDG-51 
and DDG-1000 destroyer classes — 9,000 and 14,000 tons 
displacement, respectively. 

But Lyons leaves out the Littoral Combat Ships, which 
have been criticized for being lightly armed but which, at 
3,000 tons displacement, are anything but small. Marinette and 
Austal both build different versions of LCS. Counting them, 
the U.S. defense industry has four warship yards. 

We are not disarming. The weapons industry is not in 
terminal decline. Everybody relax. 

 
Rapid Response: Navy’s Mad Scientists Seek ‘Sixth 

Sense’ by Spencer Ackerman from Danger Room 
(WIRED), March 21, 2012 

The Navy is pulling an M. Night Shyamalan. In a tough 
fight, rely on a “sixth sense,” say its mad scientists, not just 
your reasoning skills. That’s the way to win wars. 

Promising “new insights into intuitive decisionmaking,” 
the futuristic Office of Naval Research is putting together a 
new program to turn what it actually calls a “sixth sense” into 
a military advantage. “Evidence is accumulating that this 
capability, known as intuition or intuitive decision making,” 
the scientists say in a new proposal, “enables the rapid 
detection of patterns in ambiguous, uncertain and time 
restricted information contexts.” Mastering with intuition, the 
Navy says, should help troops with “Cyberwarfare, Unmanned 
System Operators, Information Analysts, Small Unit Leaders 
and other domains.” 

Recent neurological research, the Navy says, undermines 
two key assumptions about intuition. You don’t need to be be 
an expert at something for your intuition about it to pay off. 
And as far as your brainwaves are concerned, your intuition 
isn’t so structurally different than your considered, logical 
reasoning.” 

“Intuitive decision making processes share some of the 
same underlying neural structures and cognitive processes as a 
type of learning known as implicit learning,” the Office of 
Naval Research states. “Consequently, by acquiring domain 
knowledge through implicit learning, one may be able to 
automatically strengthen, at the neural, cognitive and 
behavioral levels, the same capabilities that are needed for 
effective intuitive decision making.” 

“We still don’t know very much about how intuition 
works,” Ivy Estabrook, an official with the Office of Naval 
Research at work on the intuition project, explains to Danger 
Room. “If research scientists could characterize and 

distinguish intuitive decisions from the better understood 
analytic decision making processes, methods might be 
developed to improve this aspect of human performance.” 

The Navy doesn’t want to reserve the power of intuition 
for seasoned Sailors. By commissioning greater study into 
how it works, the Office of Naval Research wants to “train 
non-experts to be more effective decision makers.” First, it has 
to create a “computational model” of how intuition works, 
followed by “training techniques & technologies that enhance 
intuitive decision making performance.” 

The Navy isn’t the only one intrigued by neurology’s 
prospects for warfare. Years ago, Darpa sponsored a program 
called Neurotechnology for Intelligence Analysts, which 
sought to break down the cognitive silos between textual data, 
imagery, audio and other sensory information. And last year, 
the National Geospatial-Intelligence Agency sought to get the 
entire body involved in analyzing satellite data. 

How does this benefit the military? Ever since Air Force 
Col. John Boyd introduced the concept decades ago, there’s a 
school of thought in military circles contending that tactical 
advantage in warfare depends on making decisions faster than 
an adversary. “Analytical decisions are sequential, methodical, 
and time consuming,” says Cmdr. Joseph Cohn, another 
Office of Naval Research official. “Intuitive decisions rely on 
a more holistic approach and take place very quickly — on the 
order of 100s milliseconds.” In other words, if you master 
intuition, it’ll be hard for an enemy to act faster than you. 

Or you might make boneheaded, self-destructive errors. 
For instance: the solicitation cites examples of soldiers 

“detecting IED emplacements while in a moving vehicle or 
detecting anomalous civilian behaviors indicative of 
impending danger.” Their spidey sense just seemed to tingle 
with an alert. That no doubt happens. But sometimes, intuition 
fails, especially when mixed with adrenaline, and civilians end 
up getting shot for driving too close to military or contractor 
vehicles. 

For now, the Office of Naval Research is seeking 
solicitations about how to structure its Sixth Sense work. 
Maybe Shyamalan will contribute a pitch. 

 
Navy Corpsman, “I Need To Be Here For [My 

Marines]…”by Cpl. Michele Watson from Navy Medicine 
Live, March 20 

Spending his entire life growing up in Los Angeles, Petty 
Officer 3rd Class Joshua Stallings, 23 decided he needed to 
make a life altering change if he was going to become the man 
he wanted to be. 

The youngest of six, Stallings looked to the military as a 
possible career path. 

“My family was very supportive of the medical field, so I 
decided to join the Navy and became a corpsman,” said 
Stallings. 

As a first duty station, Stallings worked with Marines at 
Parris Island taking care of countless recruits in training. After 
two and a half years, he was sent to Combat Logistics 
Battalion 1, 1st Marine Logistics Group at Camp Pendleton, 
Calif. 

“I love California,” said Stallings, who was more than 
happy to be stationed much closer to his family. “It’s my 
home, and family is the most important thing to me.” 
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A few months after joining CLB-1, Stallings deployed to 
Helmand province, Afghanistan where he now serves as the 
corpsman for 3rd Platoon, Motor Transport Company, CLB-1, 
1st MLG (Forward). 

“It’s an important job,” he said. “I need to be here for [my 
Marines] no matter what. It’s my job to take care of them and 
keep them safe.” 

Stallings goes out on every combat logistics patrol on 
which the platoon is sent. The platoon is responsible for 
providing supplies to smaller patrol bases on a regular basis. 

“I understand that the logistics we do is a big part of the 
fight out here,” said Stallings. “I am proud to be an American 
because of the freedoms and luxuries that we have, but being 
here makes me feel that we take for granted what we have.” 

Stallings said that being in the military during a time of 
war has a dual meaning for him. 

“I’m fighting for my country because that’s where my 
family is, but I’m also fighting for the Marines next to me,” 
said Stallings. “They are protecting me, so it’s my job to take 
care of them.” 

Working out of Camp Dwyer, Stallings said the area has 
remained calm for most of the deployment. 

Though combat has been minimal, Stallings still has his 
work cut out for him. During a combat logistics patrol, a 
Marine was injured by a 300 pound tow bar while he was 
trying to fix it. 

“I was sitting in the truck, and I heard someone yelling, 
‘Doc, Doc we need you!’” said Stallings. “I’ve never moved 
so fast in my life.” 

The corpsman gave the Marine immediate medical care 
and got him loaded into the truck that brought him to the base 
hospital. 

Stallings is unsure if he will remain in the military or get 
out and seek further medical education. For now, he says he is 
proud of what he is doing. 

“I’m proud of the changes I have made in my life,” said 
Stallings. “I’m becoming a better person, and hearing my 
family say they’re proud of me and what I’m doing with my 
life makes me happy.” 

Stallings has a family history of military service, but he 
says he doesn’t feel like he is following in those footsteps. 

“I feel like I’m making my own path to becoming the man 
I want to be,” he said. 

 
Seventh-Generation Naval Officer Finds 1812 Veteran 

Ancestor’s Grave by The Bunny from U.S. Naval Institute 
Blog, March 21 

Navy Lieutenant Junior Grade (LTJG) Lloyd “Link” 
Mustin grew up hearing many tales of his family’s long 
history of service in the U.S. Navy. As the seventh successive 
generation to serve, Lieutenant Mustin can trace his lineage 
directly back to the first in his family to serve – his fifth great-
grandfather Commo. Arthur Sinclair. Family lore abounded 
about Commodore Sinclair, but no one in the family knew 
where he was buried. 

Stationed in Norfolk, Virginia, aboard USS Stout (DDG-
55) as the Fire Control Officer, Lieutenant Mustin’s naval 
career has been inspired by his family’s long dedication to 
service in the U.S. Navy and, as his grandfather, Vice Adm. 
Henry “Hank” Mustin, says, he “has taken on the mantle of 
family history.” So, over the Christmas holidays 2011, with a 

bit of vacation time on his hands, Lieutenant Mustin began his 
quest to find the Sinclair burial plot. 

Commodore Sinclair’s legendary feats in the Great Lakes 
campaign of the War of 1812 are well documented, but his 
career spanned many early American conflicts. He began his 
apprenticeship at the age of 12 under the tutelage of Commo. 
Thomas Truxtun aboard the USS Constellation during the 
quasi-war with France. It was during that time that he was 
involved in an engagement with the French frigate Insurgent. 
He also served under Capt. William Bainbridge and 
participated in the war with Tripoli. While in command of his 
second ship, USS Argus, in October 1812, he captured several 
British “prize” ships and crews, earning him a legendary 
reputation for his battle acumen against the British. 

But he solidified his place in history through his actions 
against the British in the Great Lakes. As Lieutenant Mustin’s 
great grandfather, Vice Adm. Lloyd Mustin, recounted in a 
1972 Naval Institute oral history, “He succeeded rather 
dramatically in his assignment up there, which was to rid the 
Great Lakes north and west of Detroit of the British naval 
presence. He destroyed their navy completely in some fairly 
stirring actions and left them with nothing but canoes and 
rowboats and the like.” After the war, Congress presented 
Commodore Sinclair a silver plate with an inscription that 
cited his victories. Lieutenant Mustin’s great uncle Tom 
Mustin, who also served as a naval officer, has the tray in his 
home. 

The family knew that Commodore Sinclair finished his 
career as the commander of the Norfolk Naval Yard – which 
was called Gosport during that time, and that he established a 
nautical school there that was the predecessor to the Naval 
Academy. The family also knew that Sinclair had established 
a family home in the city and died there in 1831. Lieutenant 
Mustin surmised that Sinclair must be buried somewhere in 
Norfolk. So he followed his hunch. 

“It’s amazing what you can find on Google,” Mustin said. 
“I started searching for ‘Arthur Sinclair’ and ‘Norfolk’ and 
found many interesting results. As I combed through them for 
awhile, I came across the Cedar Grove Cemetery web site and 
contacted them. I was pleased to find that they did in fact have 
a Commodore Arthur Sinclair buried there.” And it was five 
minutes from his apartment! 

Lieutenant Mustin grabbed his fiancé and jumped in his 
car. Following the map emailed to him by the cemetery, he 
quickly found the family plot and headstone. The Commodore 
is surrounded by his contemporaries, including Commos. 
William Jamesson, Samuel Barron, and William Skinner, and 
Capts. Benjamin Bissell and Lewis Warrington. “It was 
obvious the Sinclair plot was very old and many of the graves 
had settled.” Indeed, Sinclair’s headstone was cracked in the 
middle, but the etched names of the Sinclair family members 
buried with Commodore Sinclair were still legible. 

Lieutenant Mustin was astonished at his find. “I was 
overwhelmed to be standing over the grave of Commodore 
Arthur Sinclair,” he said. 

Later, he went back to the cemetery by himself just to 
view once more the grave site of this “near-mythical man 
about whom I had heard stories my entire life.” He revealed 
that learning more about his ancestors and their 
accomplishments has given him a context for how to 
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understand the world and his place in it. “It filled me with a 
tremendous sense of purpose!” 

There are several resources to research your family’s 
1812 ancestors, including the Naval History & Heritage 
Command; the Society of the War of 1812; and Fold3, a 
company that is digitizing all War of 1812 pension files stored 
in the National Archives. 

For more information on the events planned to 
commemorate the Bicentennial of the War of 1812, go to 
www.ourflagwasstillthere.org. 

 
Faces of the Fleet from Navy Live, March 21 
“Faces of the Fleet” takes a look at YOUR Navy 

operating forward. These images represent the greatest Sailors 
in the greatest Navy in the world leading from the deck plates, 
and completing missions around the globe. This is your fleet 
and these are your Sailors! Hooyah, Navy!! 

 Vice Adm. Scott Swift, commander of U.S. 7th Fleet, 
left, presents a gift to Lt. Gen. Zhang Shibo, 
commander of the People's Liberation Army Hong 
Kong Garrison. 

 YN2 Daniel Damato, assigned to USS Constitution, 
shakes hands with spectators during the 111th annual 
St. Patrick's Day parade. 

 Lt. David A. Daigle, a Navy chaplain, conducts a 
worship service on the forecastle aboard aircraft 
carrier USS George H.W. Bush (CVN 77). 

 YNSA Darrell Lambert acts as the phone talker 
during a simulated general quarters drill aboard the 
Arleigh Burke-class guided-missile destroyer USS 
Porter (DDG 78). 

 MM3 Savannah Rivera blocks an attack after being 
sprayed with oleoresin capsicum during a security 
reaction force basic training exercise. 

 AOAN Manuel Crum, assigned to Strike Fighter 
Squadron (VFA) 113, signs a checklist for his 
assigned aircraft on the flight deck aboard the 

Nimitz-class aircraft carrier USS Carl Vinson (CVN 
70). 

 YN2James Callis, left, and PS1 Leon Buxton, report 
back to the repair locker aboard the guided-missile 
frigate USS Simpson (FFG 56) during an engineering 
casualty drill. 

 ATAN Joshua Ramos fires an M240B machine gun 
during a live-fire exercise on the fantail. 

 ENFN Ross Berggren performs a scheduled 
maintenance on a firemain valve in Emergency 
Diesel Generator Room No. 1. 

 YN2 Adam Mostafa and IIT3 Clarence Thompkins 
conduct de-watering during damage control 
Olympics. 

 ABE2 Antonio N. Rodriguez gives the throttle up 
signal to a pilot from the bow section of the flight 
deck. 

View Gallery (11 Photos) 
Hometown Hero: Christopher Delgado from Tucson, 

AZ 
Electrician's Mate Fireman Christopher Delgado, from 

Tucson, Az., talks about his hometown, why he joined the 
Navy and his tour aboard USS Enterprise (CVN 65). For fun 
and exercise, Delgado enjoys riding his bicycle aboard the 
aircraft carrier. The ship is deployed on its 22nd deployment 
and will be deactivated after it returns. 

View Clip (RT: 0:49) 
Your Navy TODAY (March 20-21, 2012) 
On any given day, in your Navy, our team of more than 

600,000 professional Sailors and Civilians are working 
together around the globe to perform our mission: deter 
aggression and, if deterrence fails, win our Nation’s wars. It is 
not possible to share every aspect of this global team but, 
through this blog, we offer you a glimpse of what these men 
and women do. 

View Mar. 20 Gallery (4 Photos) 
View Mar. 21 Gallery (4 Photos) 
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CHINFO NEWS CLIPS 
Tuesday, May 22, 2012 

 
Further reproduction or distribution is subject to original copyright restrictions. 

To subscribe, go to http://www.chinfo.navy.mil/pages/clips.html. 

 

TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Navy Secretary Hosts USS Hudner Naming Ceremony 
(U.S. DEPARMENT OF DEFENSE 21 MAY 12) 

Secretary of the Navy Ray Mabus will host a ship naming ceremony in honor of the USS Thomas Hudner on Tuesday, May 22, 
2012, at 11 a.m. EDT on board the USS Constitution at Charleston Navy Yard, Charleston, Mass. 

 
2. Navy Official Defends Littoral Combat Ship 
(WASHINGTON TIMES 21 MAY 12) ... Kristina Wong 

Navy Undersecretary Robert O. Work on Monday batted back a barrage of criticism over the Navy’s littoral combat ship (LCS), a 
small surface vessel intended to maneuver coastlines and counter mines, submarines and surface warfare. 

 
3. U.S. Warplanes Can Fly Faster, Carry Additional Weapons Load Using Advanced Fuels And 
Biofuels: New Data 
Storm breaks out between U.S. military leaders and House Republicans. Can the U.S. afford to deploy fuels 
with advanced war fighting capabilities? Republicans say, for now, "no." 
(BIOFUELS DIGEST 21 MAY 12) ... Jim Lane 

WASHINGTON, DC — New tests conducted at at Wright-Patterson Air Force Base have revealed that U.S. warplanes are 
capable of flying faster and carry more payload on missions, when flying with synthetic fuels, including biofuels, compared to 
conventional military jet fuels made from petroleum. 

 
4. NATO Summit Brings BMD Details Into Focus 
(DOD BUZZ 21 MAY 12) ... Philip Ewing 

Europe has “interim operational capability” on its American missile defense shield, alliance leaders agreed on Sunday. They also 
answered some — but not all — of the pressing questions about how it might actually work in practice. 

 
5. Navy Still Protecting America 
(LITTLE ROCK (AR) DEMOCRAT GAZETTE 20 MAY 12) ... Rear Adm. Kenneth E. Floyd 

LITTLE ROCK - Your Navy is engaged in missions throughout the world. In Little Rock, a city nearly 700 miles from the nearest 
coastal Navy base, this may seem like a faraway notion. But in a real way, the citizens of Little Rock, like all Americans, are invested 
in a Navy that is fast, flexible, global and powerful. The return on that investment is considerable. 

 
6. Secretary Of The Navy Announces Safety Excellence Awards 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 22 MAY 12) ... Julie A. Van Orden 

WASHIGNTON -- The Secretary of the Navy has selected the 2011 Safety Excellence Award recipients who will be honored at a 
ceremony July 11 at the Navy Memorial Heritage Center Theater in Washington, D.C. 

 

CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
7. NATO Agrees On Afghan Security Transition In 2013 
(NEW YORK TIMES 22 MAY 12) ... Helene Cooper and Matthew Rosenberg 

CHICAGO — President Obama and the leaders of America’s NATO allies on Monday agreed to end their guiding role in the 
decade-long war in Afghanistan next summer, saying it is time for the Afghan people to take responsibility for their own security and 
for the United States-led international troops to go home. 
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8. Rotational Deployments To Boost U.S. Asia-Pacific Presence 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 21 MAY 12) ... Donna Miles 

WASHINGTON – Welcoming new Marine rotational deployments in Australia and Navy rotations planned for Singapore, the top 
U.S. Pacific Command officer said he’ll seek similar arrangements, possibly to include the Army, that expand U.S. presence in the 
region without the need for more permanently based forces. 

 
9. Carrier Carl Vinson Returning On Wednesday 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 21 MAY 12) ... Nathan Max 

A group of San Diego-based U.S. Navy vessels, led by the aircraft carrier Carl Vinson, will be returning from a six-month 
deployment Wednesday. 

 
10. USS Bunker Hill Returns To San Diego From Deployment 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 22 MAY 12) ... Carrier Strike Group 1 Public Affairs 

SAN DIEGO -- The Ticonderoga-class guided-missile cruiser USS Bunker Hill (CG 52) is scheduled to return to San Diego, May 
23, after a deployment to the 5th and 7th Fleet areas of responsibility. 

 
11. Carrier Air Wing 17 Returning To Norfolk 
(NEWPORT NEWS DAILY PRESS 21 MAY 12) ... Hugh Lessig 

Hornets, Hawkeyes and Greyhounds will return home to Hampton Roads this week. 
 

12. USS Hawaii Conducts Western Pacific Deployment 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 22 MAY 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Ronald Gutridge, COMSUBPAC Public Affairs 

Pearl Harbor -- Friends and families of the crew from USS Hawaii (SSN 776) gathered at the submarine piers at Joint Base Pearl 
Harbor-Hickam to say goodbye as Hawaii's namesake Virginia-class submarine departed for a scheduled Western Pacific 
(WESTPAC) deployment, May 21. 

 
13. Mass Casualty Drill Brings Phoenix Express 2 Shore Training To A Close 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 21 MAY 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Caitlin Conroy, Commander, U.S. Naval Forces 
Europe-Africa/U.S. 6th Fleet Public Affairs 

SOUDA BAY, Crete -- Service members from Algeria, Greece, Morocco, Turkey and the U.S. teamed up aboard guided-missile 
frigate USS Simpson (FFG 56) to conduct a mass casualty drill in support of Exercise Phoenix Express 2012 (PE12) in Souda Bay, 
Crete, May 18. 

 
14. UNITAS Pacific 53-12 Participants Prepare For Advanced Phase 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 21 MAY 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist Seaman Frank J. Pikul, Southern Seas 2012 Public Affairs 

PISCO, Peru -- Commanding officers of the Chilean, Colombian, Mexican, Peruvian and U.S. Navy ships participating in 
UNITAS Pacific (PAC) gathered aboard Peruvian frigate Mariategui (FM 54) for a mid-exercise brief, May 19. 

 
15. U.S. Warships Visit To Cost Business Players $3.15 Million 
(JAKARTA POST (INDONESIA) 21 MAY 12) ... Indra Harsaputra and Wahyoe Boediwardhana 

Business players whose activities are dependent on the Tanjung Perak seaport in Surabaya are protesting the scheduled arrival of 
three U.S. warships, which will be docking at the port from May 28 to June 8. 

 
16. Body Of Missing Diver Found Off Blake Island 
(KITSAP SUN 21 MAY 12) 

SOUTH KITSAP — The body of a missing diver was found Monday evening off Blake Island, near the area where he went 
missing Sunday while spearfishing with friends. 

 
17. Fixing The Frigates 
Sailors hone their skills by keeping cramped, creaking warships ready to fight 
(NAVY TIMES 25 MAY 12) ... Mark D. Faram 

ABOARD THE FRIGATE ELROD — There’s a gritty pride among those who serve aboard the Navy’s oldest class of warships 
— unloved by the brass but babied by their crews. 

 

GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
18. China To Build 2 More Aircraft Carriers: Taiwan 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 21 MAY 12) 

TAIPEI — Taiwan’s intelligence chief said May 21 that China plans to build two aircraft carriers, in addition to the first in its 
fleet, a refitted former Soviet carrier currently undergoing sea trials. 
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19. U.S.: Weapons Not Included In Warship 
(PHILIPPINE STAR 22 MAY 12) ... Alexis Romero 

MANILA, Philippines - The United States did not give in to a request by the Philippines to include weapons and accessories in 
the second warship it will provide to the Philippine Navy. 

 
20. Northrop Wins $1.7 Billion NATO Order For 5 Drones 
(REUTERS 20 MAY 12) ... Andrea Shalal-Esa 

WASHINGTON -- Northrop Grumman Corp said on Sunday it had signed a $1.7 billion contract with NATO for a new 
surveillance and intelligence system that will include five high-altitude unmanned Global Hawk planes and transportable ground 
stations. 

 
21. Cameron: NATO Needs ‘New Mindset’ 
(DEFENSE NEWS 21 MAY 12) ... Kate Brannen 

CHICAGO — Speaking at the NATO Summit here May 21, British Prime Minister David Cameron argued for an ambitious 
future role for NATO, but said that would require the alliance to develop a new mindset for doing business. 

 
22. Female Command First For Navy Ship 
(UK PRESS ASSOCIATION 22 MAY 12) 

A woman from Middlesex who is the first female commander of a major Royal Navy warship is taking up her post. 
 

PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
23. Sailors Participate In Motorcycle Safety Rally 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 21 MAY 12) ... Aviation Maintenance Administrationman Airman Kelvin Cohen, Navy Public Affairs 
Support Element East 

NORFOLK, Va. -- Service members, Department of Defense personnel, veterans and families participated in a Motorcycle Safety 
Rally at Naval Station Norfolk Navy Exchange May 18. 

 
24. Pacific Partnership 2012 Celebrates Asian Pacific Heritage Month 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 21 MAY 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist Seaman Clay M. Whaley, Navy Public Affairs Support 
Element West 

USNS MERCY, At Sea -- Service members and civilians aboard Military Sealift Command hospital ship USNS Mercy (T-AH 
19) celebrated Asian and Pacific Islander Heritage Month, May 20, while underway for Pacific Partnership 2012 (PP12). 

 
25. Spouses Seeing More Job Choices 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 21 MAY 12) ... Lisa Daniel 

Exciting changes are underway for military spouses that could affect families who serve for generations to come. 
 

26. New Website Helps Vets Cope After Combat 
(NAVY TIMES 19 MAY 12) ... Patricia Kime 

Former Marine Nancy Schiliro hits the gas every time she drives under an overpass — especially if there’s someone on a 
cellphone crossing it. 

 
27. Bill Would Simplify Absentee Voting For Troops 
(NAVY TIMES 21 MAY 12) ... Rick Maze 

One absentee ballot request from military and overseas voters would be good for an entire election cycle, under legislation 
introduced Friday in the House of Representatives. 

 
28. Senators Press For Improved Veterans Housing Policies 
(THE HILL 21 MAY 12) ... Vicki Needham 

A trio of Democratic senators is pressing for improved housing policies for the nation's armed forces and their families, especially 
during deployment. 

 
29. Lejeune Service Members May Be At Risk For Lyme Disease 
(JACKSONVILLE (NC) DAILY NEWS 21 MAY 12) ... Amanda Wilcox 

With the warm weather rolling in, it’s time Camp Lejeune Marines and Sailors start taking precautions to protect themselves 
against vector born illnesses like Lyme disease. 
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30. Marysville Sailor Dies While Snorkeling In Guam 
(WHTM ABC HARRISBURG (PA) 21 MAY 12) ... Dave Marcheskie 

MARYSVILLE, Pa. - A Navy diver from Perry County died over the weekend while snorkeling off the coast of Guam, according 
to his family. 

 

FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
31. Ingalls-Built LPD 23 Completes Successful Builder's Trials 
(PASCAGOULA (MS) PRESS 21 MAY 12) ... April M. Havens 

PASCAGOULA, Mississippi -- Amphibious transport dock Anchorage successfully completed its builder's trials last week, 
Ingalls Shipbuilding announced Monday. 

 
32. Biofuels Industry Has Fight On Its Hands As Senators Take Up Budget Debate 
(NATIONAL DEFENSE 21 MAY 12) ... Eric Beidel 

The biofuels industry could use some friends on Capitol Hill in the wake of a House bill that limits Defense Department 
investment in green energy. 

 
33. SASC: Industry, DoD Not Doing Enough To Counter Counterfeit Parts In Weapons 
(DEFENSE DAILY 22 MAY 12) ... Emelie Rutherford 

Congressional investigators found what they say are fake electronics parts on or connected to U.S. weapon systems including the 
P-8A airplane, C-27J aircraft, Stryker vehicle, and Terminal High Altitude Area Defense missile. 

 
34. Two Smaller Unions Agree Deals With Lockheed 
(REUTERS 20 MAY 12) ... Andrea Shalal-Esa 

Lockheed Martin Corp said on Saturday it had negotiated new contracts with two smaller unions at its Fort Worth, Texas plant, 
even as a strike by the larger machinists union stretched into a fifth week. 

 
35. 15 Years After Acquisition Reform 
Buying Commercial in DoD, Part 1 
(FEDERAL NEWS RADIO 21 MAY 12) ... Jared Serbu 

"It's time for the federal government to start running more like a business," Rep. William Clinger (R-Penn.) bellowed from the 
well of the House of Representatives in 1995. 

 

BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
36. ONR To Showcase Futuristic Technologies At Fleet Week New York 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 21 MAY 12) ... Katherine H. Crawford, Office of Naval Research 

ARLINGTON, Va. -- The Office of Naval Research (ONR) is taking some of its hottest technologies and hands-on science 
activities to the city that never sleeps during Fleet Week New York May 23-30, a free event open to the public. 

 
37. Navy Environment And Energy Programs 'On Location' At New York Fleet Week 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 21 MAY 12) ... Chief of Naval Operations Energy and Environmental Readiness Public Affairs 

WASHINGTON -- The U.S. Navy's Energy and Environmental Readiness Division, OPNAV N45, will host Navy energy and 
environmental exhibits in Manhattan from 23 to 30 May during New York Fleet Week. 

 
38. Hawaii Wave Energy Project Gets $500,000 Boost 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 21 MAY 12) 

HONOLULU - The U.S. Department of Energy is providing $500,000 to a project testing wave energy in Oahu's Kaneohe Bay. 
 

39. Leap Frogs Kick Off Wounded Warrior Warrior Relay 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 21 MAY 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Fletcher Gibson, U.S. Navy Parachute Team Public 
Affairs 

SAN DIEGO -- Members of the U.S. Navy Parachute Demonstration Team, the Leap Frogs, jumped into Rancho Bernardo High 
School May 20 to kick off a 12-hour relay marathon designed to raise awareness about wounded veterans of the U.S. armed forces. 
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40. USS Green Bay Sailors Run Namesake City 5K 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 21 MAY 12) ... Communication Specialist 2nd Class Elizabeth Merriam, Commander, U.S. 3rd Fleet Public 
Affairs 

SAN DIEGO -- Sailors and Marines aboard amphibious transport dock ship USS Green Bay (LPD 20) ran laps on the flight deck 
May 18, for the crew's 2nd annual participation in the Cellcom Green Bay 5K, as the same race took place more than 2,000 miles 
away from ship's namesake city of Green Bay, Wisc. 

 
41. Bremerton Salutes Veterans At Armed Forces Parade 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 21 MAY 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Lawrence Davis, Navy Public Affairs Support 
Element West, Det. Northwest 

BREMERTON, Wash. -- More than 40,000 active-duty service members, retirees and civilians gathered to witness the 64th 
annual Armed Forces Day Parade in Bremerton, Wash. May 19. 

 

NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
42. Panetta: Care At Lovell Center 'Sacred Responsiblity' 
(LAKE COUNTY (IL) NEWS-SUN 22 MAY 12) ... Dan Moran 

NORTH CHICAGO — Standing in the nation’s first facility that combines the medical services of the Navy and the Veterans 
Administration, Defense Secretary Leon Panetta and his VA counterpart, Eric Shinseki, outlined their commitments Monday to both 
the ongoing military presence in Afghanistan and the care that will be required for those returning from the mission. 

 
43. DoD, VA To Launch Joint Electronic Health Record System 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 21 MAY 12) ... Cheryl Pellerin and Army Sgt. 1st Class Tyrone C. Marshall Jr. 

NORTH CHICAGO, Ill. – The Defense and Veterans Affairs departments have joined in a unique effort to combine their health 
records in what will become the world’s largest electronic system by 2017, the secretaries of both departments announced here today. 

 
44. Newport News Defense Contractor Suspends Flights After Second Crash 
(NEWPORT NEWS DAILY PRESS 21 MAY 12) ... Austin Bogues 

NEWPORT NEWS — Airborne Tactical Advantage Company, a Newport News based defense contractor, said it has temporarily 
suspended flights after a second crash involving one of its pilots in the past two months. On Friday, Thomas "T.C." Bennett, was 
killed in a plane crash near Naval Base Ventura County, Calif. Bennett was 57. 

 
45. Battery Ban Halts Shipping Of Electronics Overseas 
(NAVY TIMES 25 MAY 12) ... Karen Jowers 

New U.S. Postal Service rules banning shipments of lithium batteries to and from APO, FPO, DPO and other international 
addresses will make it much more difficult for troops, retirees and federal civilians overseas to obtain mobile phones, laptops, 
watches, cameras and other items that use the batteries. 

 
46. Veterans Excited To See USS Iowa In New Home 
Many who served in World War II have helped with restoration of massive battleship 
(CEDAR RAPIDS (IA) GAZETTE 20 MAY 12) ... Mark Carlson 

From the moment the Navy approved a plan to turn the USS Iowa into an interactive museum, veterans from around the nation 
who served on the battleship have been flocking to California to help with the massive restoration project. 

 

OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
47. HASC Bill Shows GOP Stuck In Cold War; Reduce SSBN-X, Nukes 
(AOL DEFENSE 21 MAY 12) ... Robert Gard and Kingston Reif 

There is broad bipartisan agreement that few national security issues are as critical as how to deal with America's crippling debt. 
This means we should spend scarce dollars on the weapons we need for current threats and not on programs with diminishing strategic 
relevance. 

 
48. Sink The Law Of The Sea Treaty 
(WASHINGTON TIMES 22 MAY 12) ... Ed Feulner 

Want the United States to gain legal access to the vast amount of oil and natural gas in the underwater extended continental shelf? 
Get LOST - specifically, the U.N. Convention on the Law of the Sea Treaty (LOST). 
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49. Another Foreign Policy Battle In The Presidential Election 
(WASHINGTON TIMES 22 MAY 12) ... Frank J. Gaffney Jr. 

This week, the Obama administration will roll out its big guns in support of President Obama’s latest assault on American 
sovereignty and security interests: the U.N. Law of the Sea Treaty (better known as LOST). 

 
50. End The Battery Ban 
(NAVY TIMES 25 MAY 12) ... Editorial 

The hundreds of thousands of troops, federal civilians, retirees and family members based outside the U.S. recently got a rude jolt. 
 

BBLLOOGGSS::  
51. EXCERPTS FROM BLOGS AROUND THE WORLD 
(PUBLISHED 18 – 21 MAY 12) 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Navy Secretary Hosts USS Hudner Naming Ceremony 
(U.S. DEPARMENT OF DEFENSE 21 MAY 12) 

Secretary of the Navy Ray Mabus will host a ship naming 
ceremony in honor of the USS Thomas Hudner on Tuesday, 
May 22, 2012, at 11 a.m. EDT on board the USS Constitution 
at Charleston Navy Yard, Charleston, Mass. 

Thomas J. Hudner Jr., a naval aviator who retired as a 
captain, received the Medal of Honor from President Harry S. 
Truman for displaying uncommon valor during an attack on 
his wingman, the first African American naval aviator to fly in 
combat, Ensign Jesse L. Brown. During the Battle of Chosin 
Reservoir in the Korean War, anti-aircraft fire hit Brown’s 
aircraft, damaging a fuel line and causing him to crash. After it 
became clear Brown was seriously injured and unable to free 
himself, Hudner proceeded to purposefully crash his own 
aircraft to join Brown and provide aid. Hudner injured his own 
back during his crash landing, but he stayed with Brown until 
a rescue helicopter arrived. Hudner and the rescue pilot 

worked in the sub-zero, snow-laden area in an unsuccessful 
attempt to free Brown from the smoking wreckage. 

Hudner is the last living Navy recipient of the Medal of 
Honor from the Korean War. 

The Arleigh Burke class destroyer will be able to conduct 
a variety of operations, from peacetime presence and crisis 
management to sea control and power projection. It will be 
capable of fighting air, surface and subsurface battles 
simultaneously and will contain a myriad of offensive and 
defensive weapons designed to support maritime warfare in 
keeping with the Navy’s ability to execute the Department of 
Defense’s defense strategy. 

Media interested in attending the event may call USS 
Constitution public affairs at 617-799-8198. Media may direct 
queries to the Navy Office of Information at 703-697-5342. 
For more news from secretary of the Navy public affairs, visit 
http://www.navy.mil/SECNAV. 

Return to Index 
 

2. Navy Official Defends Littoral Combat Ship 
(WASHINGTON TIMES 21 MAY 12) ... Kristina Wong 

Navy Undersecretary Robert O. Work on Monday batted 
back a barrage of criticism over the Navy’s littoral combat 
ship (LCS), a small surface vessel intended to maneuver 
coastlines and counter mines, submarines and surface warfare. 

Critics said the ship, which will comprise a third of the 
Navy’s surface combatant fleet, has a flawed design, and is 
unnecessarily costly and ill-suited for combat. 

A panelist for a Cato Institute discussion, Ben Freeman, a 
national security fellow at the Project on Government 
Oversight, said he worked with whistleblowers who found a 
host of problems with the first-generation littoral combat ship 
including cracks, corrosion and engine failure. 

“Even though ‘combat’ is its middle name, I am not 
convinced the littoral combat ship is a combat ship,” Mr. 
Freeman said. “Basically I liken the LCS to a Swiss Army 
knife: It can do a lot of things, it just can’t do a lot of things 
well.” 

Also a panelist, Mr. Work said the LCS is evolving and is 
hard for critics to understand due to “a radically different fleet 
design.” 

He said the unique design allows the ship to face land-
based “anti-access, area-denial networks that have naval 
components” while maintaining a “cost-effective forward 
presence throughout the globe.” 

He added that the fleet is designed with a “high-low” 
capacity mix - high-capacity cruisers and destroyers with 
smaller, multi-role ships.” 

“I like the Swiss Army knife. But this thing does it a lot 
better than a Swiss Army knife. It’s a multi-role system,” Mr. 
Work said. 

Broadcast Clip - The Future Of The U.S. Navy 
Surface Fleet 

(CATO INSTITUTE 21 MAY 12) 

Naval shipbuilding is under close scrutiny as military 
spending starts to decline. At the same time, the U.S. Navy is 
altering the composition of its surface combatant fleet—
eliminating cruisers, building more complex destroyers, and 
introducing a new class of small surface combatants—the 
littoral combat ship. 

What effects will these changes have on the future of the 
surface fleet? Will the mix of cruisers, destroyers, and littoral 
combat ships planned by the Navy be adequate to fulfill its 
missions? 

A recent report on the first littoral combat ship (LCS-1) 
raised some serious questions about the ship's range and 
durability. Others have noted the LCS's high cost relative to 
acceptable alternative platforms. 

Given that the LCS is supposed to constitute a third of the 
surface combatant fleet by the late 2020s, is it time to consider 
other options? The role of the LCS may also need rethinking. 
What possible alternative mission sets and force structures 
might be appropriate, given the likely security environment? 

Featuring: 

 Robert O. Work, Under Secretary of the Navy 

 Eric J. Labs, Senior Analyst for Naval Forces and 
Weapons, Congressional Budget Office 

 Ben Freeman, National Security Fellow, Project on 
Government Oversight 

 Christopher Preble, Vice President for Defense and 
Foreign Policy Studies, Cato Institute 

This event was moderated by Benjamin Friedman, Senior 
Fellow in Defense and Homeland Security Studies, Cato 
Institute. 

View Policy Forum (RT: 1:36:04) 

Return to Index 
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3. U.S. Warplanes Can Fly Faster, Carry Additional Weapons Load Using Advanced Fuels And Biofuels: 
New Data 

Storm breaks out between U.S. military leaders and House Republicans. Can the U.S. afford to deploy fuels 
with advanced war fighting capabilities? Republicans say, for now, "no." 
(BIOFUELS DIGEST 21 MAY 12) ... Jim Lane 

WASHINGTON, DC — New tests conducted at at 
Wright-Patterson Air Force Base have revealed that U.S. 
warplanes are capable of flying faster and carry more payload 
on missions, when flying with synthetic fuels, including 
biofuels, compared to conventional military jet fuels made 
from petroleum. 

The increased performance of biofuels could allow, for 
example, a fully loaded F/A-18 SuperHornet supersonic 
fighter to carry one additional missile during military 
operations. 

According to Air Force special advisor on energy and 
fuels, Omar Mendoza, the Pentagon has authorized additional 
testing with General Electric, Rolls-Royce, and Pratt & 
Whitney to confirm the findings from the Air Force Research 
Laboratory, based at Wright Patterson AFB, near Dayton, 
Ohio. 

Mendoza added that, if the results seen at the extensive 
Wright-Patterson engine testing labs are confirmed, outcomes 
could include consideration of next generation engines that 
can take full operational advantage of the breakthrough in 
warplane performance. 

House Bill To Prevent Use Of High Performance Fuels 
The revelation of the test results comes less than one 

week after the House Armed Services Committee approved an 
amendment to the 2013 Defense appropriation bill that would 
prevent U.S. armed forces from purchasing high performance 
biofuels for military operations, unless they cost less than 
conventional fossil fuels. 

Passage of the bill, which is now moving towards 
consideration by the full House, raises the possibility that U.S. 
military pilots could be forced, during periods of low prices 
for conventional fossil fuels, to carry one less missile, fly 
slower or be restricted in range, during operational missions. 

Reduced Metal Fatigue 
Mendoza offered the briefing at a roundtable meeting 

organized Friday in Washington by the U.S. Navy, 
Department of Agriculture and Department of Energy, 
attended by high level government officials, congressional 
staff, and fuel industry executives. Mendoza said that the 
Wright-Patterson tests had shown that renewable fuels were 
lowering engine temperatures by 135 degrees, owing to 
absence of impurities found in conventional fossil fuels. 

When those impurities burn, he explained, it causes high 
temperatures to radiate throughout the engine, causing an 
acceleration in metal fatigue. "At the temperatures that 
military jet engine perform at, an additional 25 degrees in 
temperature can shorten the life of the engine by half," 
Mendoza said. He added that the preliminary data showed that 
engine parts could last up to 10 times longer, if the new high 
performance fuels were employed in place of conventional 
fossil fuels. 

Metal weakening from sustained high temperatures, as 
most readers will recall, resulted in the collapse of three World 
Trade Center buildings following the 9/11 terrorist attacks. 

The Air Force’s chief engineers, Mendoza said, had been 
briefed about the test results but would need to undertake a 

highly detailed review in order to quantify any operational or 
capital cost savings that could be achieved by changing the 
fuel mix. 

He added that the tests showed that drop-in renewable 
fuels had, for the same volume, 7 percent less mass, which 
lowered the weight of the plane when fully fueled, and made it 
possible for the jets to fly faster, farther, or carry more 
payload. 

Industry Reaction 
Renewable fuels executives attending the roundtable were 

pleased but cautious about the new data. 
"First of all," explained Imperium Renewables CEO John 

Plaza, "it’s important news if it gets confirmed, but we have to 
wait for that confirmation. This has to be based on science. 
Second, the Air Force is doing so much testing on coal to 
liquid fuels that I would be surprised if this data didn’t also 
apply to those technologies, which also produce a synthetic 
fuel." 

Other observers also took a cautionary approach to the 
reports, although they confirmed that superior performance 
potential was something that had been talked about for years 
in the military and fuels communities, but only testing 
facilities like the AFRL at Wright-Patterson had had the 
technical capability to measure and quantify the gains. 

Although Senate energy staffers attended the briefing, no 
House staff were on hand, owing to the heavy calendar of 
activities surrounding the imminent House vote on Defense 
appropriations for 2013. 

Activity On Capitol Hill 
Activity on Capitol Hill relating to defense appropriations 

has intensified in recent weeks. In addition to the proposed 
House ban on high performance fuels (unless they cost the 
same or less than conventional fuels), Administration officials 
have been lobbying strongly for permission to shift up to $70 
million in Navy appropriations to support the 
commercialization, at parity with the price of conventional 
fuels, of the high performance renewables fuels. 

The Defense Production Act 
Last year, President Obama issued a finding that the fuels 

were vital to U.S. national security, triggering Title III 
provisions in the Defense Production Act, which is used by the 
Pentagon to solve chicken-and-egg problems in sourcing new 
technologies that are considered vital to U.S. war fighting 
capabilities. 

For example, the Defense Production Act was invoked 
several years ago when there was a public outcry over U.S. 
troops wearing insufficient body armor – allowing the 
Pentagon to rapidly guarantee sufficient demand for the body 
armor so that it could be produced commercially by defense 
suppliers, and supplied quickly to U.S. troops serving in the 
Middle East. 

Last year, Air Force Undersecretary Erin Conaton 
underscored the chicken-and-egg problem in comments to 
AFP. "The big thing we’re trying to do is to send a clear 
message to industry that the Air Force wants to be in a 
position to purchase biofuels and to use that operationally for 
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our fleet. But in order to do that, we need industry to be able 
to produce in the quantities we need at a cost-competitive 
price." Surveying the costs for fuels made in experimental 
quantities, Conaton added, "The biofuels that are available 
now are just nowhere near the cost of what we can buy JP-8 
for." 

Matthew Seaford, Deputy Director for Defense 
Production Act Title III activities at the Pentagon, concurred 
in remarks made at Friday’s briefing, that the situation with 
advanced biofuels mirrors situations faced dozens of times by 
the Pentagon for vital materials. "We are not here to provide a 
subsidy. We are here to ensure that commercial production 
reaches levels where the military can secure the supplies it 
needs at prices it can afford. We come in once, and we don’t 
come back." 

A battle has been brewing between the House of 
Representatives and the Pentagon over funding of sufficient 
production to bring down the cost of the high-performance 
fuels to affordable levels, using the Defense Production Act. 
The House, citing cost concerns, has moved to eliminate or 
block fuels funding for the Pentagon’s planned Green Strike 
Force, which would deploy the high performance fuels in a 
carrier strike group commencing in 2016. 

Chief Of Naval Operations Jonathan Greenert 
Meanwhile, Chief of Naval Operations, Admiral Jonathan 

Greenert, said that in his CNO Sailing Directions that "our 
primary mission is war fighting…the reach and effectiveness 
of ships and aircraft would be greatly expanded over the next 
10 to 15 years, and added that the Navy would "use new 
technologies and operating concepts to sharper our war 
fighting advantage against evolving threats." 

Speaking at the Naval Energy Forum last October, 
Admiral Greenert added "Energy translates to warfighting 
now and it translates in the future," said Greenert. We are 
making tangible progress on the [energy] challenge the 
Secretary has given us." 

Deputy Assistant Secretary Of The Navy Tom Hicks 
Deputy Assistant Secretary of the Navy Tom Hicks 

echoed those remarks in a keynote address at the Advanced 
Biofuels Leadership Conference, held last month in 
Washington DC. "It would be helpful, in our view, if we were 
not buying fuel from people who do not like us," he said. 

Us Navy Secretary Ray Mabus 
U.S. Navy Secretary Ray Mabus made a similar point in 

remarks made in a recent C-SPAN interview. "We’re moving 
away from [fossil fuels] for one reason, that it makes us better 
war fighters. We would never give these countries the 
opportunities to build our ships, our aircraft, our ground 
vehicles, but we give them a vote in whether those ships sail 
and whether those aircraft fly or those ground vehicles operate 
when we allow them to set the price and the supply of our 
energy and we’ve just got to move away from it." 

Vice Adm. Philip Cullom 
Vice Adm. Philip Cullom, until this year serving as 

director, Chief of Naval Operations Energy and 
Environmental Readiness Division, commented, "Our Navy is 
working to be resilient to any potential energy future. Pursuing 
sustainable resources, such as alternative fuels that are drop-in 
replacements, assures our performance and mobility while 
protecting us from the volatility of the fossil fuel market." 

 

Former Supreme Nato Commander Wesley K. Clark 
Former Supreme NATO Commander Wesley K. Clark, 

addressing the Advanced Biofuels Leadership Conference, 
described the the failure to develop alternatives to fossil fuels, 
because of early-stage price concerns, as "the single greatest 
U.S. policy failure of the past 40 years." 

Operation Free Group Of Retired Generals And 
Admirals 

A group of retired generals and admirals, members of the 
Operation Free project at the Truman National Security 
Project, echoed the same ideas in a letter to Senate Armed 
Services chairman Carl Levin and ranking minority member 
John McCain. 

"We, the undersigned veterans of the United States 
military, join security leaders of both parties in recognizing 
that America’s reliance on oil is a serious threat to our national 
security. We call on Congress to support the military as it 
leads the way in developing the next generation of secure, 
clean energy sources We cannot drill our way out of the 
problem of energy security. Even if we flood the market with 
every drop of oil in both our proven and strategic reserves, it 
will not be enough to offset rising global demand. Gas prices 
would still remain high and OPEC would continue to set the 
international price of oil. 

"The Navy is investing in advanced biofuels programs 
that will enhance its power-projection capability. The Marines 
are operationalizing common assets like wind and solar power 
to decrease energy vulnerability. These initiatives have been 
undertaken in partnerships with American firms and are 
creating jobs for American workers. 

Reaction From Congress 
Republicans argued that the U.S. could not afford the 

defense investment, and Virginia Republican congressman 
Randy Fowler lambasted Navy Secretary Ray Mabus, at a 
congressional hearing, for seeking $70 million to ensure 
sufficient production of the fuels in order to meet military 
demand. 

"You’re not the secretary of the energy, you’re secretary 
of the Navy," the Virginia Republican told Secretary Mabus. 
"I love green energy. I’m not against it," Forbes said. "It’s a 
matter of priorities." 

House Republicans were outraged last year when the U.S. 
Navy invested $12 million to purchase high performance fuels 
from companies such as Solazyme and Dynamic Fuels (a joint 
venture of Syntroleum and Tyson Foods), to conduct 
certification and safety tests across more than one dozen 
military aircraft, including a precision flying test by the Blue 
Angels. 

Some Members of Congress, however, oppose these 
programs, and in turn have faced withering criticism from the 
military community. 

"They choose to waste time by advocating policies that 
have already proven to be failures and attack the military for 
investing in prudent measures that will save lives," said the 
group of military leaders signing the Operation Free letter. 

Technical Fuel Performance 
"Synthetic Paraffinic Kerosene is a subset of conventional 

jet fuel but without the aromatics and most of the 
cycloparaffins," explained Robert Freerks of RLF Enterprises, 
the father of SPK fuels dating back to 1999, when he worked 
for Syntroleum. 
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"There is nothing new in the fuel, only the lack of some 
things that are found in conventional fuels. The major 
difference is the aromatics content, which impacts several 
performance attributes of the fuel including net heat content, 
temperature of combustion (and radiant heat release), density, 
and conductivity. 

"SPK have more hydrogen and have less energy per 
volume, but the lighter SPK blend component has more 
energy per mass. The difference is about 4%. Thus if a plane 
is maxed out on cargo and limited in mass of fuel it can carry, 
it will have more energy on board and can fly further on that 
fuel. Unlike cars and truck, aircraft must lift the mass of fuel 
they carry and expend energy doing so. Thus the lighter SPK 
blended fuels save some fuel consumption simply because 
they are lighter. As probably 95% of all flights are not volume 
limited, this is an instant fuel savings of roughly 2%. 

"As for flight range, I noted that the lower density fuel 
should increase flight range for mass limited flight plans (say 
an F-18 taking off from a carrier with full armament load and 
less fuel). Here the SPK blend weighs something like 1000 kg 
less than the conventional fuel of the same volume. So, you 
could add another missile or the like for the same volume of 
fuel. Plus the SPK blend will have more energy by about 4-5% 
than the conventional fuel, slightly increasing range." 

The Technical Data On Heat 
"A paper by Linda Blevins of Sandia NL (2003) that 

indicated that the radiative heat release from aromatics was 
higher than from paraffins," explained Dr. Freerks. "Omar 
Mendoza mentioned [in 2005-06] that the hot section of the 
engine is of high concern for reliability and is inspected for 
failure periodically. He indicated that a roughly 10C drop in 
wall temperature results in doubling of the life of the hot 
section. As there have been flight accidents due to hot section 
failures, this is of interest. 

"In the end, Omar is correct. This analysis goes against 
older thought, so it was resisted by some, [who don't] didn’t 
fully understand the multiple issues going on here, the facts 
and data." 

Price Performance 
The U.S. Navy is also concerned about the volatile price 

of conventional fossil fuels. Last year, the Navy was forced to 
slash training and fleet operations in order to make up for $1 
billion in cost overruns, caused by the run-up in oil prices 

during 2011. Every $1 increase in the cost of a barrel of oil 
results in a $31 million increase in Navy fuel expenditures. 

The Pacific Rim And Naval Power 
House Republican leaders accused the Navy and the 

Obama Administration of pursuing a green agenda, by 
employing the fuels, when conventional fuels were available 
at a lower cost. They also criticized a demonstration of the 
high performance fuels by a carrier strike group, scheduled for 
the Pacific Rim military exercises off Hawaii in late July. 

Conversely, Chinese authorities have sharply increased 
their high performance and renewable fuel production targets, 
at the same time as China is sharply increasing its naval 
forces, and was reported this past week to have undertaken 
construction of at least two aircraft carriers, after acquiring its 
first carrier from Ukraine last year. 

As Edward Wong wrote in the New York Times back in 
2010, "The Chinese military is seeking to project naval power 
well beyond the Chinese coast, from the oil ports of the 
Middle East to the shipping lanes of the Pacific, where the 
United States Navy has long reigned as the dominant force, 
military officials and analysts say…in March, Chinese 
officials told senior American officials privately that China 
would brook no foreign interference in its territorial issues in 
the South China Sea." 

The Bottom Line 
"World War Two was a war all about energy," noted 

Omar Mendoza. "Take for example the European air theater. 
British aircraft were struggling to overcome German fighters, 
because they both ran on 87 octane jet fuel. Then, the U.S. 
introduced the 100-octane fuel, which allowed the Spitfire to 
fly faster and higher, because of performance advantages in 
the fuel. 

Wikipedia adds: "With 100 octane fuel the supercharger 
of the Merlin III engine could be "boosted" [and] This 
increased power substantially improved the rate of climb, 
especially at low to medium altitudes, and increased the top 
speed by 25-34 mph up to 10,000 feet. During the Battle of 
France and over Dunkirk RAF Hurricanes and Spitfires were 
able to use the emergency boost….The combination of CS 
propellers and 100 octane fuel put the British fighters on par 
with the Luftwaffe." 

Mendoza puts it more simply, and starkly. "Fuel can 
influence the outcome." 
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4. NATO Summit Brings BMD Details Into Focus 
(DOD BUZZ 21 MAY 12) ... Philip Ewing 

Europe has “interim operational capability” on its 
American missile defense shield, alliance leaders agreed on 
Sunday. They also answered some — but not all — of the 
pressing questions about how it might actually work in 
practice. 

The U.S. ambassador to NATO, Ivo Daalder, said in 
Chicago that the Euro-shield won’t reach “initial operational 
capability” until 2015, but for now, American Aegis warships 
and an alliance radar station in Turkey will do the job if 
there’s a crisis. 

Daalder also described how the alliance may have solved 
one of the trickiest problems with the Euro-shield: Command 
and control. In the early days, it wasn’t clear how NATO, the 
world champion of bureaucratic ossification, would handle a 

mission that can require decisions and orders in less than a 
second. This weekend, NATO’s heads of state agreed that 
giving a launch order would not require a plenary session; 
instead, that job will fall to one of its top commanders. 

Said Daalder: 

We agreed to a set of command and control 
procedures for ballistic missile defense. We designated 
the Supreme Allied Commander of Europe, Adm. Jim 
Stavridis, as the commander for the ballistic defense 
mission. We have tested and validated the command 
and control capability by all 28 allies. We have 
agreements with four countries — Spain, Turkey, 
Romania, Poland — to host U.S. missile defense 
assets. Allies themselves have committed to invest over 
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$1 billion in command and control and 
communications infrastructure needed to support the 
NATO ballistic missile defense system. And the 
president has directed the transfer of the operational 
control of the radar in Turkey to NATO. U.S. missile 
defense ships are already in the Mediterranean and they 
are able to operate under NATO command — under 
NATO operational control when necessary in a crisis. 

Those last words are important: We’ve heard American 
officials say before that the U.S. warships that will provide 
missile defense for Europe will keep their multi-mission 
capability, so they won’t just have to sail in figure-8s with 
their radars running. As Daalder has phrased it, “when 
necessary in a crisis,” it sounds like the four Aegis destroyers 
that will be based in Rota, Spain will spend most of their time 
doing other missions, and only handle missile defense 
occasionally. 

That’s until the Aegis Ashore stations are up and running 
on the Continent, but in the meantime, the Navy — to its 
initial surprise and subsequent delight — will be doing the 
heavy lifting. Chief of Naval Operations Adm. Jonathan 
Greenert has welcomed the chance to put four DDGs in Rota; 
it’s one of the points on his go-to PowerPoint slide about the 
Navy’s “bases” and “places.” Navy, Pentagon and White 
House officials weren’t always so open and cheerful about the 
BMD mission; in the early days, they wouldn’t even specify 
that it was being build to defend against an Iranian threat. 

But here’s what Deputy National Security Advisor Ben 
Rhodes said on Sunday: 

With respect to Iran, when we took office we took 
a hard look at our missile defense planning and we 
redesigned a missile defense system that we felt was 
focused on a careful threat assessment. And it was our 

assessment that the greatest ballistic missile defense — 
or ballistic missile threat to the Alliance and to the 
United States and our interests was from Iran, for 
instance. And so we have designed a system that will 
be focused on threats emanating from that part of the 
region and particularly from Iran. And that is a system 
that, of course, is going to continue to come online. 

OK — and just how much of Europe does this “interim” 
phase of the shield cover? Explained Daalder: 

Right now, it is a part of southern Europe that will 
be able to be covered. After — we right now have only 
ship deployed that is possibly dedicated to NATO. We 
have the radar in southeast — in Turkey. As over time, 
as more ships come online — and by 2014 we should 
have about four ships into the Mediterranean — that 
footprint for the defense will extend to larger and larger 
parts. 

IOC relates to the command-and-control capability 
of the NATO system. By 2015, we have said we will 
deploy land-based Aegis SM-3 interceptors in Romania 
in 2018; by 2018 in Poland. As you deploy more 
capability, interceptor capability and more ships with 
radars, the ability to protect more and more of Europe 
will increase with the threat moving from short– to 
medium-range missiles today to intermediate-range 
ballistic missiles, and in phase four of our system to 
intercontinental ballistic missiles by 2020. 

He declined to identify the specific countries covered by 
BMD today (“that’s an operational decision we won’t go 
into,” he said) but Daalder did say that because the system is 
“mobile,” it can move in response to the threat. 
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5. Navy Still Protecting America 
(LITTLE ROCK (AR) DEMOCRAT GAZETTE 20 MAY 12) ... Rear Adm. Kenneth E. Floyd 

LITTLE ROCK - Your Navy is engaged in missions 
throughout the world. In Little Rock, a city nearly 700 miles 
from the nearest coastal Navy base, this may seem like a 
faraway notion. But in a real way, the citizens of Little Rock, 
like all Americans, are invested in a Navy that is fast, flexible, 
global and powerful. The return on that investment is 
considerable. 

America's Navy is our nation's front line in war and in 
peace, operating on, above and below the sea. Think of the 
Navy as America's "away team," deployed around the world, 
defending our nation's interests every day. 

This year marks the bicentennial of the War of 1812. 
During the War of 1812, America called on the Navy and its 
Sailors to preserve our country's security and prosperity. Two 
hundred years later, that tradition continues. 

So many of the qualities that shaped and helped the Navy 
win 200 years ago still hold true today: the fighting spirit and 
boldness of the Navy's Sailors, the Navy's innovation and 
technological supremacy, the direct link between a strong 
Navy and a prosperous America through free world trade, and 
the Navy's key role in preserving American sovereignty. 

Today, Navy ships fight on the sea; Navy submarines 
fight under the sea; and Navy aircraft fight over the sea, taking 
off from and landing on Navy aircraft carriers. This ability to 

act from the sea is critical to national security. It gives the 
Navy the power to protect America's interests-anywhere, 
anytime. 

The United States is bounded by oceans on both sides. 
Water covers about 70 percent of the earth's surface. About 80 
percent of the world's population lives near the sea, and about 
90 percent of all world trade by volume travels by sea. In other 
words, what happens on the sea matters. It matters to world 
peace. It matters to our economy and to the preservation of 
prosperity. It also matters to our national defense. 

The Navy's job continues to get bigger. The president's 
national security strategy emphasizes our commitment in the 
Asia-Pacific and Middle East regions-vast areas of the world 
ideally suited for naval operations and in which the Navy 
maintains a robust presence. Elsewhere in the world, we face 
other diverse challenges. 

We are a nation at war. We face a terrorist network that 
has attacked our country before, and vows to do so again. 
Unstable regimes are developing nuclear weapons. Rising 
powers have begun military buildups to match their economic 
growth. Weak and failed states create havens for groups that 
seek to do us harm, such as al-Qaida in Afghanistan and 
Somali pirates. Climate change is creating new conflicts, as 
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Arctic melting foments disputes over shipping lanes and oil 
supplies previously locked in ice. 

What happens on the world's seas is also critical to 
American prosperity. Locally, area manufacturers rely on the 
Little Rock Port Authority to export local products to U.S. and 
foreign markets, and to import low-cost raw materials, semi-
finished products and machinery. This key port on the U.S. 
inland river system provides industrial access to 14,000 miles 
of U.S. intercoastal and navigable inland waterways as well as 
gulf ports that participate in international shipping and trade. 

The Navy is ideally suited for this kind of world because 
the Navy is fast, flexible and by its very nature, ready and 
operating forward. In fact, one of the newest Littoral Combat 
Ships (LCS) will be named the USS Little Rock. The Little 
Rock will be designed to defeat growing threats and provide 
access and dominance in the coastal waters. A fast, agile 
surface combatant, the LCS provides the required fighting 
capabilities and operational flexibility to execute focused 
missions close to the shore, such as mine warfare, anti-
submarine warfare and surface warfare. 

Our ships, submarines and aircraft can go anywhere on 
the sea on short notice. From the sea, Navy ships and 
submarines can destroy targets located far inland. They don't 
need airstrips on the ground-they take off from aircraft 
carriers. 

From the sea, Navy SEAL teams can carry out special 
operations worldwide. In a humanitarian crisis like the 

devastating earthquake and tsunami that struck northern Japan 
last year, or the earthquake which ravaged Haiti in 2010, the 
Navy can deliver relief supplies and provide medical care. 

On any given day, the Navy has the ability to attack a 
terrorist camp, capture a pirate vessel, and deliver emergency 
relief, all in different parts of the world. Being able to do all of 
these things from the sea is important, as we may not be able 
to get another country's permission to come ashore. 

Our ready force also requires us to be smart about how we 
power our ships, aircraft and submarines. That's why the Navy 
is a leader in pursuing our war fighting advantage through 
innovation in energy. By 2016, the Navy will sail the Great 
Green Fleet, a carrier strike group composed of nuclear 
powered ships, hybrid electric ships running on biofuel, and 
aircraft flying on biofuel. We have tripled our solar energy 
use, and we are exploring wind, geothermal and hydrothermal 
power. These initiatives will give us a war fighting advantage 
in the next war. They may help avoid the next war altogether. 

In today's world, power must be ready, fast, flexible and 
operating forward. This requires war fighter Sailors who are 
highly trained, highly motivated and courageous, Sailors who 
are capable of meeting any challenge. It requires the best 
Sailors in the world-the men and women of the United States 
Navy, many of whom come from the great state of Arkansas. 

Rear Admiral Kenneth E. Floyd of the U.S. Navy is 
currently on the Navy Staff in the Pentagon. 
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6. Secretary Of The Navy Announces Safety Excellence Awards 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 22 MAY 12) ... Julie A. Van Orden 

WASHIGNTON -- The Secretary of the Navy has 
selected the 2011 Safety Excellence Award recipients who 
will be honored at a ceremony July 11 at the Navy Memorial 
Heritage Center Theater in Washington, D.C. 

Each year, the Secretary of the Navy bestows the Safety 
Excellence Award upon those Navy and Marine Corps 
commands who achieved exceptional and sustained safety 
performance during the previous year. 

Under Secretary of the Navy Robert O. Work, will 
present 19 Safety Excellence Awards: 

 Industrial, Category A - NAVFAC Northwest; 

 Industrial, Category B - Ship Repair Facility and 
Japan Regional Maintenance Center (SRF JRMC); 

 Industrial, Category C - Marine Corps Logistics Base 
Barstow; 

 Non-Industrial, Category A - Naval Submarine Base 
Kings Bay; 

 Non-Industrial, Category B - Naval Air Station 
Lemoore; 

 Non-Industrial, Category C - Naval Base Ventura 
County; 

 Fleet Operational/Fleet Support - Marine Corps 
Support Facility Blount Island; 

 Large Deck Combatant - USS Ronald Reagan (CVN 
76); 

 Surface Combatant - USS Lake Champlain (CG 57); 

 Amphibious - USS Green Bay (LPD 20); 

 Submarine - USS Tennessee (SSBN 734); 

 Auxiliary - USNS Grasp (T-ARS 51); 

 Marine Corps Active Duty Aviation - Marine Attack 
Squadron 223; 

 Navy Active Duty Aviation - Helicopter Maritime 
Strike Squadron 77 "Saberhawks"; 

 Marine Corps Reserve Aviation - Marine Light 
Attack Helicopter Squadron 773; 

 Navy Reserve Aviation - Fleet Logistics Support 
Squadron 57 "Conquistadors"; 

 Training Aviation - Training Squadron 10 
"Wildcats"; 

 Safety Integration in Acquisition - NAVSEA Shallow 
Water Combat Submersible Team; 

 Emerging Center of Excellence - U.S. Forces 
Afghanistan (USFOR-A), Naval Sea Systems 
Command, NOSSA, and USFOR-A Systems Safety. 
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CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
7. NATO Agrees On Afghan Security Transition In 2013 
(NEW YORK TIMES 22 MAY 12) ... Helene Cooper and Matthew Rosenberg 

CHICAGO — President Obama and the leaders of 
America’s NATO allies on Monday agreed to end their 
guiding role in the decade-long war in Afghanistan next 
summer, saying it is time for the Afghan people to take 
responsibility for their own security and for the United States-
led international troops to go home. 

Declaring that “our forces broke the Taliban’s 
momentum,” Mr. Obama used the summit meeting of NATO 
leaders here in his adopted hometown to begin an exit from a 
conflict he embraced during his first campaign for president as 
America’s good war. 

“We’re now unified behind a plan to responsibly wind 
down the war in Afghanistan,” Mr. Obama said during a news 
conference after the meeting. He called the decision a “major 
step” toward the end of the war. 

But Mr. Obama acknowledged that “real challenges” 
remained in dealing with the problems across the border in 
Pakistan, and that the conference had not resolved the impasse 
over reopening supply lines or the other tensions about the 
fight against insurgents operating from safe havens there. 

“We think that Pakistan has to be part of the solution in 
Afghanistan,” he said. “Neither country is going to have the 
kind of security, stability and prosperity that it needs unless 
they can resolve some of these outstanding issues.” 

Pakistan closed supply lines to Afghanistan after an 
American airstrike in November that killed 24 Pakistani 
solders. Mr. Obama has refused to apologize for the strike, as 
Pakistan has demanded in negotiations with the Americans, 
and he pointedly exchanged only a few words with the 
country’s president, Asif Ali Zardari, during the two-day 
summit meeting — “very brief, as we were walking into the 
summit,” he said. The two men also stood and spoke briefly 
with the Afghan president, Hamid Karzai, before all three 
joined the other leaders for a group photograph. 

The plans to withdraw from Afghanistan are 
“irreversible,” Mr. Obama and the world leaders said in their 
communiqué, a deliberate word choice that underscored the 
political reality in America and in Europe. After 10 years of 
war and with the global economy reeling, the nations of the 
West no longer want to pay, either in treasure or in lives, the 
costs of their efforts in a place that for centuries has resisted 
foreign attempts to tame it. 

“The Taliban is still a robust enemy, and the gains are still 
fragile,” Mr. Obama conceded. 

“But think about it. We’ve been there now 10 years,” he 
said. “Ten years in a country that’s very different, that’s a 
strain, not only on our folks but also on that country, which at 
a point is going to be very sensitive about its own 
sovereignty.” 

Mr. Obama and his fellow leaders said they were not 
abandoning Afghanistan. “Afghanistan will not stand alone,” 
they declared in their formal statement. “We affirm our close 
partnership will continue beyond the end of the transition 
period.” 

That period begins now. Afghan national security forces 
will soon be in the lead role keeping the peace for around 75 
percent of the population, NATO and Afghan officials said. 
But significantly, Afghan forces are not in the lead in many 

heavily contested areas in the south and the east of the 
country, where Taliban and Pakistan-based insurgents 
continue to engage NATO troops in day-by-day battles for 
control. 

By next summer, the Afghan forces will have to assume 
those lead roles even in the heavily contested areas. 

How that will come to pass remains to be seen. American 
military officials, as recently as Sunday, said they fully 
expected that American troops would continue fighting after 
next summer. In fact, the American presence in Afghanistan 
will continue even after 2014. The strategic partnership 
agreement between the United States and Afghanistan calls for 
a residual troop presence after 2014 to act in an advisory role. 

In Afghanistan, the Taliban released their own statement 
on the NATO conference. The Taliban commended President 
François Hollande of France for saying he would bring troops 
home early, adding that “the mujahedeen of the Islamic 
emirate will keep proceeding with their ongoing jihad until it 
attains its goal.” 

For Mr. Obama, the NATO agreement is a turning point 
in an evolving position on how to manage America’s longest 
war. Mr. Obama staked his first campaign for president in part 
on his opposition to the war in Iraq; the war in Afghanistan, by 
contrast, was the one he had said needed American troops and 
attention. But Mr. Obama forever tied his own legacy to 
Afghanistan as Americans and his NATO allies were suffering 
from combat fatigue. 

NATO says it will cost about $4.1 billion a year to 
finance the Afghan forces. Officials at the summit meeting 
were looking for ways to come up with the money; it is 
expected that the United States and other donor countries will 
finance the training and support. 

While officials at the summit meeting sought to highlight 
the progress made in the past two years by Afghan forces, 
especially the army, many conceded privately that the shift 
still represented a significant gamble on Afghanistan’s future 
stability. It is far from certain that the Afghans can hold areas 
that coalition troops have wrested from the Taliban in recent 
years, even with close support from Western allies. 

The Afghan Army has become a more effective fighting 
force and less of a threat to its own people — there are far 
fewer reports these days of soldiers getting high on patrol, for 
instance. But the force remains “a work in progress,” one 
American official said, and it lacks almost all the support 
functions needed to fight the war. 

The ranks of the police, meanwhile, are filled with drug 
users, thieves and “shakedown artists,” said the official, who 
asked not to be identified because he works with the Afghans. 
If the hand-over strategy is going to work, “it’s going to be 
on” the Afghan Army, which is going to need a lot of hands-
on American support well past the end of the NATO combat 
mission in 2014, the official said. 

American field commanders say they are already pushing 
Afghan forces to the forefront. Their reasoning: Better to have 
the Afghans make mistakes while American forces are still 
thick on the ground rather than a year from now, when there 
may not be enough backup for the Afghans to recover from 
battlefield stumbles. 
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Maj. Gen. James L. Huggins of the Army, the top 
coalition commander in southern Afghanistan, said in an 
interview that he was telling his Afghan counterparts: “If you 

will step forward now, we’ll help back you up. You may learn 
what you don’t know and stumble somewhere, but it won’t be 
a catastrophic failure, because we have your back.” 
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8. Rotational Deployments To Boost U.S. Asia-Pacific Presence 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 21 MAY 12) ... Donna Miles 

WASHINGTON – Welcoming new Marine rotational 
deployments in Australia and Navy rotations planned for 
Singapore, the top U.S. Pacific Command officer said he’ll 
seek similar arrangements, possibly to include the Army, that 
expand U.S. presence in the region without the need for more 
permanently based forces. 

Navy Adm. Samuel J. Locklear Jr. noted the arrival of 
about 200 U.S. Marines in Darwin, Australia, last month for 
the first six-month rotations serving alongside the Australian 
Defense Force. 

“It’s only a small group thus far, but over the next several 
years, we would like to grow that to about 2,500,” he said 
during an interview here with American Forces Press Service. 

Based at Australia’s Robertson Barracks outside Darwin, 
the Marines are bolstering U.S. theater engagement in the 
Asia-Pacific region -- a major goal in the new defense 
strategic guidance -- without the need for new infrastructure or 
permanent U.S. bases, Locklear noted. The Marines provide 
“an increase in your ability to be forward, which provides a 
tremendous ability to work with our partners and build those 
relationships,” he said. 

Meanwhile, the Navy’s new littoral combat ship, USS 
Freedom, is scheduled for its first 10-month rotational 
deployment to Singapore beginning next spring. If Singapore 
agrees, Locklear said, he ultimately would like to expand the 
arrangement to include additional littoral ships. 

All, he said, will be positioned alongside a strong, reliable 
partner near the strategic Straits of Malacca that links the 
Indian and Pacific oceans. “It will give us a unique, credible 
combat credibility for our maritime security, particularly in 
one of the largest choke points in the world,” he said. 

Locklear said he’d like to build on these models as he 
implements the new strategic guidance that emphasizes the 
importance of Asia and the Pacific. Already, the Army has 
approached him with an interest in rotating units into Asia and 
the Pacific as operations wind down in Afghanistan. That 
makes sense, he added, noting that five of the world’s largest 
armies are in the region. 

“Our ability to operate effectively, cross-Army to cross-
Army, has not been good in the last decade or so, because 
most Army assets were tied up in the Middle East,” he said. 
“So we are really going to pursue some good opportunities in 
that regard.” 

Rotational forces provide “an uptick in presence” that he 
said complements that provided by the 330,000 service 
members permanently based within the U.S. Pacific Command 
area of responsibility. 

“What they provide is an ability to work with our allies 
and to leverage the capabilities of the allies across all aspects 

of peace to conflict,” the admiral said. Meanwhile, he added, 
the additional presence rotational forces provide creates 
regional footholds that could pay off if the United States had 
to flow more forces to protect U.S. or allies interests there. 

That presence, and the experience base it helps to build, 
would be particularly valuable in a disaster requiring 
humanitarian assistance, such as the earthquake and tsunami in 
Japan, or any other crisis, he said. 

“It gives training to the forces that rotate in and out,” he 
explained, so they are familiar with the region and the regional 
militaries if they need to work together. He cited last year’s 
Operation Tomodachi in Japan as an example. “So there is a 
lot of value to it,” he said. 

While anticipating no change in the number of 
permanently assigned U.S. troops in the region, Locklear said, 
he expects to see a “reshaped military” that’s able to deploy 
more throughout the region, particularly to allies and partner 
countries. He noted the realignment of base infrastructure 
under way or planned in Japan, Guam and South Korea. The 
United States and Japan agreed last month on a plan to 
relocate about 9,000 U.S. Marines from Okinawa. About 
5,000 will move to Guam, with the rest to transfer elsewhere 
in the region. 

In addition, almost all of the 28,500 U.S. service members 
in Korea will have completed the move south of South 
Korea’s capital of Seoul, most of them to Camp Humphreys, 
in the coming years. All but a tiny residual force will leave 
U.S. Army Garrison Yongsan, current home to U.S. Forces 
Korea and Combined Forces Korea in the heart of Seoul, and 
the 2nd Infantry Division and its supporting elements will 
relocate from Camp Casey and its tiny satellite bases north of 
the capital. 

“We are working hard, between the U.S. government and 
our allies, to ensure that we do the right things now to ensure 
the success of both moves,” Locklear said. Meanwhile, the 
Japanese government has the lead in setting a timeline for the 
movement of Marine Corps Air Station Futenma to a more 
remote area of Okinawa. 

As this reshaping takes place, Locklear said, members of 
Pacom should “expect to stay busy” and continuing doing the 
“great work they are doing today.” 

“They need to stay focused on the job at hand,” he said, 
and be ready to carry out whatever mission is asked of them. 

“When required, they have to be able to produce what is 
necessary -- either build relationships, provide better security, 
and to deter and dissuade [aggression],” he said. “And if 
deterrence fails, they have to be able to fight and win. And 
that is what we get paid to do.” 
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9. Carrier Carl Vinson Returning On Wednesday 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 21 MAY 12) ... Nathan Max 

A group of San Diego-based U.S. Navy vessels, led by 
the aircraft carrier Carl Vinson, will be returning from a six-
month deployment Wednesday. 

The Carl Vinson, which serves as the flagship for Carrier 
Strike Group 1, is led by Rear Adm. T.K. Shannon. Embarked 
Carrier Wing 17, guided-missle cruiser Bunker Hill and 
guided-missile destroyer Halsey will all be returning to their 
homeports at Naval Base Coronado and Naval Base San 
Diego. 

The Carl Vinson served in the 5th Fleet area of operations 
in the Middle East and in the 7th Fleet area of operations in 
the Far East. 

“The successful completion of this deployment is a 
testament to the high quality of men and women who 
volunteer to serve in our Navy,” Shannon said in a statement. 

“Whether supporting U.S. and coalition forces on the 
ground in Afghanistan; preventing piracy; or taking on our 
Navy’s tradition of ambassadorship during overseas port visits 
... our strike group Sailors represented our country with great 
distinction and honor.” 

During the mission, Carrier Strike Group 1 flew 1,085 
missions that included close air support, support for coalition 
ground forces, airborne electronic warfare missions and 
airborne command and control missions. It also conducted 
exercises with coalition countries and other nations that 
included Singapore, Great Britain, India and Australia. 

The Carl Vinson sailed more than 55,600 nautical miles 
during the deployment, and 818 Sailors volunteered for 37 
community relations projects and professional exchanges 
during port visits in Hong Kong, the United Arab Emirates, 
India and Australia. 

Almost 1,000 friends and family members are riding back 
on the carrier from Hawaii to San Diego in an event called the 
Tiger Cruise. The images in this slideshow were taken by the 
Navy. 

USS Carl Vinson Strike Group Returns To San Diego 
May 23 

(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 21 MAY 12) USS Carl Vinson 
Public Affairs 

AT SEA -- Nimitz-class aircraft carrier USS Carl Vinson 
(CVN 70), embarked Carrier Air Wing (CVW) 17, guided 
missile cruiser USS Bunker Hill (CG 52), and guided missile 
destroyer USS Halsey (DDG 97) are scheduled to return to 
their homeport of San Diego, May 23. 

USS Carl Vinson serves as the flagship for Carrier Strike 
Group (CSG) 1, which also includes Destroyer Squadron 
(DESRON) 1. 

"The successful completion of this deployment is a 
testament to the high quality of men and women who 
volunteer to serve in our Navy," said Rear Adm. Thomas 
Shannon, commander of CSG 1. "Whether supporting U.S. 

and coalition forces on the ground in Afghanistan; preventing 
piracy; or taking on our Navy's tradition of ambassadorship 
during overseas port visits to Hong Kong, Dubai, India and 
Australia, our strike group Sailors represented our country 
with great distinction and honor." 

"This was the ship's second deployment in 18 months, and 
the crew performed superbly," said Vinson's Commanding 
Officer Capt. Kent D. Whalen. "I could not be more proud of 
my crew." 

CVW-17 includes the "Sunliners" of Strike Fighter 
Squadron (VFA) 81, the "Stingers" of VFA-113, the 
"Redcocks" of VFA-22, the "Fists of the Fleet" of VFA-25, 
the "Garudas" of Electronic Attack Squadron (VAQ) 134, the 
"Tiger Tails" of Carrier Airborne Early Warning Squadron 
(VAW) 125, the "Rawhides" of Fleet Logistics Support 
Squadron (VRC) 40 and the "Red Lions" of Helicopter Anti-
Submarine Squadron (HS) 15. 

Throughout the deployment, CSG-1 completed the 
following: 

 Flew 1,085 Operation Enduring Freedom (OEF) 
missions, totaling 6,600 total flight hours. This 
included close air support missions, support for 
coalition ground forces, airborne electronic warfare 
missions and airborne command and control 
missions. 

 Delivered 7,283 pounds of ordnance and expended 
1,717 rounds of 20mm ammunition in support of 
OEF. 

 Conducted exercises with coalition countries and 
other nations, including Singapore, Britain, India and 
Australia. 

 818 Sailors volunteered for 37 community relations 
projects and professional exchanges while enjoying 
port visits in Hong Kong, the United Arab Emirates, 
India and Australia. 

 Carl Vinson earned the 2011 Commander Naval Air 
Forces Battle Efficiency (Battle "E") award for West 
Coast-based aircraft carriers. 

 Carl Vinson hosted newsman Dan Rather for a three-
day visit as the subject of a segment for the television 
news magazine "Dan Rather Reports." Halsey hosted 
Oliver North as part of the television news program 
"War Stories with Oliver North." 

 Carl Vinson sailed more than 55,600 nautical miles. 

 676 Sailors earned their Enlisted Surface and Enlisted 
Aviation Warfare Specialist qualifications. 
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10. USS Bunker Hill Returns To San Diego From Deployment 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 22 MAY 12) ... Carrier Strike Group 1 Public Affairs 

SAN DIEGO -- The Ticonderoga-class guided-missile 
cruiser USS Bunker Hill (CG 52) is scheduled to return to San 
Diego, May 23, after a deployment to the 5th and 7th Fleet 
areas of responsibility. 

Bunker Hill, along with USS Carl Vinson (CVN 70) and 
USS Halsey (DDG 97), got underway on Nov. 30, 2011, for a 
deployment to the Western Pacific and Middle East. 
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"The Bunker Hill team is excited to return home to San 
Diego after completing a very successful deployment. The 
crew executed a broad spectrum of missions over the last six 
months while serving as Air Defense Commander for Carrier 
Strike Group (CSG) 1," said Capt. Michael Ford, commanding 
officer of Bunker Hill. "During the course of our six-month 
deployment, we supported Operation Enduring Freedom, 
participated in multi-national exercises with key strategic 
partners, and supported theater security cooperation efforts in 
multiple areas." 

After a transit through the Pacific Ocean, conducting 
training and patrols, Bunker Hill arrived in the North Arabian 
Sea for three months of operations in support of Operation 
Enduring Freedom. During that time the strike group provided 
air support to coalition ground troops deployed to 
Afghanistan. 

In April, after completing its time in the Middle East, 
Bunker Hill participated in Malabar 2012, an annual exercise 
with the Indian Navy. In preparation for the at-sea portion of 
the exercise, Bunker Hill conducted a port visit to the city of 
Chennai, the fourth largest city in India. During the visit, 
Commander, Carrier Strike Group 1, Rear Adm. T. K. 
Shannon, hosted a reception aboard Bunker Hill. The event 

brought together distinguished visitors from the Indian navy 
and Chennai society, along with U.S. Navy and U.S. 
government officials, for an evening of goodwill and 
cooperation. 

The Indian navy and strike group then spent a week 
operating at sea conducting maneuvering drills and joint 
boarding team operations, as well as air, surface and sub-
surface interoperability training. 

Bunker Hill also made port visits to a variety of other 
locations during the course of the deployment including 
Guam; Hong Kong; Jebel Ali, United Arab Emirates; 
Fremantle, Australia and Pearl Harbor, Hawaii. During these 
visits, Bunker Hill Sailors took part in a wide variety of 
community relations projects ranging from structure 
preservation and sporting events to interaction with learning-
disabled students. 

"Community relations projects gave Bunker Hill Sailors 
an opportunity to interact with the local people at each port of 
call while volunteering their time," said Lt. James Dewey, 
Bunker Hill's chaplain. 

This was Bunker Hill's second Western Pacific/Arabian 
Gulf deployment in the last 18 months, having served as the 
primary escort for USS Carl Vinson since 2010. 
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11. Carrier Air Wing 17 Returning To Norfolk 
(NEWPORT NEWS DAILY PRESS 21 MAY 12) ... Hugh Lessig 

Hornets, Hawkeyes and Greyhounds will return home to 
Hampton Roads this week. 

Three squadrons from Carrier Air Wing 17 are scheduled 
to fly in on Wednesday, completing a six-month deployment 
aboard the San Diego-based USS Carl Vinson, according to a 
Navy press release. 

Strike Fighter Squadron 81, flying the F/A-18E Super 
Hornet, will land at Naval Air Station Oceana in Virginia 
Beach. It consists of 12 aircraft and 12 pilots. The squadron 
completed 1,528 sorties during deployment, and that included 
238 combat deployments in support of coalition ground forces. 

Carrier Airborne Early Warning Squadron 125 will return 
to Chambers Field at Naval Station Norfolk. The squadron has 
four E-2C Hawkeyes and 20 aviators. Its missions, which 
included airborne command and control, included 112 combat 
sorties out of 386. 

Finally, Fleet Logistics Support Squadron 40 will also 
return to Norfolk with about 50 people. Operating two C-2A 
Greyhound aircraft, they transported 2,477 passengers and 
conducted eight medical evaluations. 

The staff of Carrier Air Wing 17 is based at Oceana. Its 
remaining five squadrons are assigned to naval air stations in 
California and Washington state. 
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12. USS Hawaii Conducts Western Pacific Deployment 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 22 MAY 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Ronald Gutridge, COMSUBPAC Public Affairs 

Pearl Harbor -- Friends and families of the crew from 
USS Hawaii (SSN 776) gathered at the submarine piers at 
Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam to say goodbye as Hawaii's 
namesake Virginia-class submarine departed for a scheduled 
Western Pacific (WESTPAC) deployment, May 21. 

Measuring 377 feet long, weighing 7,800 tons when 
submerged, and with a crew size of 129, Hawaii is one of the 
Navy's newest and most technologically sophisticated 
submarines. 

"We are very excited to be deploying, and the experience 
that the ship and our crew will gain during this deployment is 
extremely valuable operationally. On a personal level, it will 
help to form memories that a Sailor will carry with him long 
after he departs the naval service," said Cmdr. Steve Mack, 
USS Hawaii commanding officer. "We are very proud to be 
the USS Hawaii, in Hawaii, and take a tremendous amount of 
pride in the fact that we will be representing these beautiful 
islands, our Navy, and our nation while deployed." 

Since returning from her maiden Western Pacific 
deployment, the first for the Virginia class, in February 2011, 
Hawaii has undergone maintenance and conducted training in 
preparation for this deployment. 

"The submarine is in excellent material condition. Pearl 
Harbor Naval Shipyard and the Fleet Maintenance Branch 
team do an outstanding job of keeping our ships fit to fight, 
and we are well prepared for sustained operations at sea away 
from all shore-based maintenance support," said Mack. 
"Hawaii was commissioned in 2007, and although only 5 
years old, she is now ready for a second six month 
WESTPAC." 

This will be the first time deploying for many of Hawaii's 
Sailors, and for others that have deployed previously, this will 
be their first chance to deploy to the Western Pacific. For 
Electronics Technician 2nd Class Brian Woody, who has been 
in the Navy for two years, this will be his first deployment. 
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"I am really glad to finally get to deploy and utilize my 
training," said Woody. "I am looking forward to gaining the 
experience of a deployment, getting submarine qualified and 
enjoying different parts of the world during our port visits." 

The state-of-the-art submarine is capable of supporting a 
multitude of missions, including anti-submarine warfare, anti-
surface ship warfare, strike, naval special warfare involving 
special operations forces, intelligence, surveillance and 
reconnaissance, irregular warfare and mine warfare. 
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13. Mass Casualty Drill Brings Phoenix Express 2 Shore Training To A Close 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 21 MAY 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Caitlin Conroy, Commander, U.S. Naval Forces 
Europe-Africa/U.S. 6th Fleet Public Affairs 

SOUDA BAY, Crete -- Service members from Algeria, 
Greece, Morocco, Turkey and the U.S. teamed up aboard 
guided-missile frigate USS Simpson (FFG 56) to conduct a 
mass casualty drill in support of Exercise Phoenix Express 
2012 (PE12) in Souda Bay, Crete, May 18. 

The exercise gave participants the opportunity to 
demonstrate medical techniques they learned during earlier 
PE12 training. Participants were required to treat simulated 
injuries under the supervision of senior medical officers from 
each country. 

"This kind of drill allows the participants the opportunity 
to put into practice skills learned during the classroom phase 
of training, including patient triage which means sorting 
casualties into groups based on their immediate medical 
needs," said Cmdr. John Quigley, PE12 senior medical officer. 
"This training provides valuable skills that can be used during 
an immediate life-threatening situation." 

During the drill, multinational medical officers observed 
and graded participating service members in a variety of areas 
including procedure and techniques. 

"My job was to make sure the right procedures were 
followed and that everyone was getting the right prognosis," 
said Algerian navy Capt. Larbi Boudjada, a drill observer. 

Maritime partners who participated in the drill felt that the 
entire experience was a valuable learning opportunity that will 
be beneficial during future operations. 

"We're in this together and each country helps toward a 
common goal," said Army Staff Sgt. Catie Cejka, a Reservist 
with the 396th Combat Support Hospital. "It's good to know 
the countries involved have the critical training to keep people 
alive if the need arises." 

The mass casualty drill marked the end of PE12's land 
training, as participating ships prepare to get underway to 
begin the next phase. 

PE12, a multinational maritime exercise between 
Southern European, North African and U.S. naval forces, is 
designed to improve cooperation among participating nations 
and help increase safety and security in the Mediterranean 
Sea. 

Participating countries in PE12 include Algeria, Croatia, 
Egypt, Greece, Italy, Libya, Morocco, Spain, Tunisia, Turkey 
and the United States. 
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14. UNITAS Pacific 53-12 Participants Prepare For Advanced Phase 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 21 MAY 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist Seaman Frank J. Pikul, Southern Seas 2012 Public Affairs 

PISCO, Peru -- Commanding officers of the Chilean, 
Colombian, Mexican, Peruvian and U.S. Navy ships 
participating in UNITAS Pacific (PAC) gathered aboard 
Peruvian frigate Mariategui (FM 54) for a mid-exercise brief, 
May 19. 

The agenda included debriefs of the work-up phase of 
UNITAS PAC and an exchange of plans for the upcoming 
"exercise scenario phase" (ESP). 

"We have worked at the basic level of operations with our 
partner nations such as gunnery exercises and we have worked 
with each nation's helicopters to come to a common 
procedural understanding," said Cmdr. Peter T. Mirisola, 
commanding officer of Oliver Hazard Perry-class guided-
missile frigate USS Underwood (FFG 36). 

During the "hot wash" debrief, each nation discussed 
improving communication procedures and enhancing 
interoperability. 

"When you bring the different capabilities with different 
navies, it is difficult at first, but we eventually overcame those 
problems and operated successfully at sea," said Mirisola. 

The ESP began May 21 and includes maritime 
interdiction operations, anti-submarine warfare scenarios, 
counter-piracy operations, and other training scenarios. 

"It is the next level of complexity for us and our partner 
nation navies to work as a cohesive unit and communicate 
better with each other in order to accomplish our mission," 
said Mirisola. "The crew is well prepared for these exercises 
and they get more proficient as they complete more operations 
at sea." 

Underwood is representing the U.S. Navy during the 53rd 
iteration of UNITAS 2012 and is deployed to Central and 
South America and the Caribbean in support of Southern Seas 
2012. 
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15. U.S. Warships Visit To Cost Business Players $3.15 Million 
(JAKARTA POST (INDONESIA) 21 MAY 12) ... Indra Harsaputra and Wahyoe Boediwardhana 

Business players whose activities are dependent on the 
Tanjung Perak seaport in Surabaya are protesting the 
scheduled arrival of three U.S. warships, which will be 
docking at the port from May 28 to June 8. 

The associations argued that the warships would obstruct 
export and import activities at Tanjung Perak seaport, 
particularly at the Jamrud Utara dock, causing estimated 
revenue losses of U.S.$3.15 million for the given period. 
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“The coming of U.S. warships is just an opportunity for 
us to express our complaints that had been kept back for years 
and to urge the government to fix the situation at the Tanjung 
Perak international seaport. The port already has an occupancy 
ratio of 80 percent,” Steven H. Lasawengen, the Indonesia 
National Ship-owner Association (INSA) chairman for 
Surabaya. 

The three warships: USS Vandegrift FFG-48, USS 
Germantown LSD-42 and USCG Waesche, will carry around 
831 personnel and are planning to take part in an exercise code 
named “Cooperation of Afloat Readiness and Training” 
(CARAT) with the Indonesian navy. 

The warships are expected to cause heavy traffic during 
the loading and unloading of cargo ships, as the line for the 
ships to berth will be longer. These delays are expected to hit 
businessmen with higher costs of waiting. 

Steven said that the businessmen did not want to reject the 
U.S. warships. They only wanted the government to realize 
the high berth-to-occupancy ratio at Tanjung Perak, which was 
over capacity, he said. 

Pelindo III public relations head Edy Prasetyo said that 
the length of Jamrud Utara dock was 1,200 meters. Of that 
total, 120 meters of the dock are under repair, 500 meters are 

used for passenger boats and 335 meters will be used for the 
American warships. 

“There will be only 225 meters of available dock at the 
port, which is only enough space for one cargo ship, with an 
assumption of loading and unloading processes of three to four 
days. Other ships will have to wait in line, while more ships 
come to the port,” said Edy. 

According to Edy, this often occurred at Tanjung Perak 
and normalizing the flow of the cargo ships would take more 
than one month. 

The number of freighters calling at Tanjung Perak has 
also increased significantly, up to 10 percent per year. As of 
March 2012, the flow of the vessels using the port reached 
3,573 or 16,780,422 gross tons (GT). 

The average vessel that anchored at Jamrud Utara dock 
had a capacity of 20,000 tons. If the logistics cost per vessel is 
$12,000 to $15,000 per day, a three-day berth would cost up to 
U.S.$45,000 per vessel. The cost for a seven-day berth is 
around $315,000. 

Currently the line at Tanjung Perak seaport is up to 10 to 
15 vessels. Therefore, delays can be estimated to cost 
businessmen as much as $3.15 million, not including losses 
for dockworkers, the drivers and 7,400 trucks and containers. 

Return to Index 
 

16. Body Of Missing Diver Found Off Blake Island 
(KITSAP SUN 21 MAY 12) 

SOUTH KITSAP — The body of a missing diver was 
found Monday evening off Blake Island, near the area where 
he went missing Sunday while spearfishing with friends. 

Navy divers, assisting the Kitsap County Sheriff's Office 
investigation, found the body of Gerard Martin Hall, 59, of 
Central Kitsap at 6:28 p.m. Monday in 34 feet of water, said 
sheriff's office spokesman Scott Wilson. 

No foul play is suspected and the incident is being treated 
as an accident, Wilson said. 

An investigation continues, Wilson said, as the coroner 
will conduct an autopsy and the equipment Hall was using will 
be examined. 

Wilson praised the efforts of the 16 Navy divers who 
came to assist the sheriff's office. 

"They bring a lot of expertise that we don't have," Wilson 
said. 
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17. Fixing The Frigates 
Sailors hone their skills by keeping cramped, creaking warships ready to fight 
(NAVY TIMES 25 MAY 12) ... Mark D. Faram 

ABOARD THE FRIGATE ELROD — There’s a gritty 
pride among those who serve aboard the Navy’s oldest class 
of warships — unloved by the brass but babied by their crews. 

When something breaks, as things frequently do, it’s a 
training opportunity. Shrinking crews mold well-rounded 
sailors. And the cramped quarters build tighter bonds among 
shipmates. 

Welcome to the “Ghetto Navy” — a badge sailors aboard 
the Oliver Hazard Perry-class frigates proudly wear. 

“These ships are the oldest combatants in the fleet, and 
it’s no secret that things are always breaking out here,” Chief 
Gas Turbine Specialist (Mechanical) (SW) James Richards 
said aboard the Elrod, which is on a 6-month counterdrug 
patrol in the Caribbean Sea. 

Even as he said those words while sitting in his “office” 
— a desk tucked in Elrod’s engineering central control station 
— an alarm cut the air. Without missing a beat, Richards stood 
and walked over to GSM2 (SW) Caleb Tubbs, standing as the 
engineering officer of the watch. 

“Chief, we’ve got a ‘low oil’ reading on the No. 1 turbine, 
recommend we switch to No. 2 and shut it down,” Tubbs said. 

Richard got busy at the tall, gray control panel full of 
lights, dials and switches. 

Seamlessly, while communicating every move to the 
bridge, the switch was done in a matter of minutes and 
watchstanders were dispatched It took a couple minutes to 
make the switch and issue Tubbs directions to get someone 
down to the main machinery space to check out the problem. 

“We’ll need to get supply to break out some oil,” 
Richards said. “But they’re all in training right now. It’ll have 
to wait, but get that ball rolling.” For Richards and Tubbs, it’s 
business as usual on a ship that’s older than many of its crew 
members. 

“As you can see, this plant is old and requires constant 
care,” he said. “That’s a mixed blessing, but the bottom line is 
our sailors get to deal with casualties all the time — we drill 
on what to do and they get to practice what they learn on a 
regular basis because something always needs to be fixed.” 

Phasing Out 
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The Navy built 51 of the 4,100-ton Perry-class ships, 
commissioning them between 1977 and 1989 as inexpensive 
and expendable escorts for carriers, amphibious forces and 
supply convoys. The design has proven popular around the 
world, with another 20 being built for Australia, Spain and 
Taiwan. Many of the 30 “figs” that have been discarded by the 
fleet are now serving in the Bahraini, Egyptian, Pakistani, 
Polish and Turkish navies. 

The remaining 21 are likely headed for the same fate in 
the coming years as the Navy places its faith in the smaller, 
faster littoral combat ship to perform traditional frigate 
missions. 

Three were put down this fiscal year and six will go in 
2013. Seven will depart in 2014 and 2015. The remaining 
three will go at a slower pace, with two leaving in 2017 and 
the last, the Ingraham, in 2019. 

The problem is the frigates are going away faster than the 
Navy can build the LCS to replace them. 

That delay has caused many observers to call on the Navy 
to cover the gap by extending the life of the remaining 
frigates, but officials are sticking to the schedule, saying the 
ships are too worn-out to make it worthwhile. 

“There will be 31 fewer ships to do the same number of 
missions in 2015 than there were in 2009,” retired Navy Capt. 
Rick Hoffman, who commanded the frigate DeWert and later 
the cruiser Hue City, wrote in a 2009 paper. 
“Decommissioning the FFGs prior to LCS arriving in the fleet 
in sufficient numbers to cover the mission set seems to 
introduce significant risk.” The end result, he said, will be the 
Navy doesn’t have the ships to cover the missions they’re 
doing today, and some things will have to give. Officials have 
hinted that counterdrug and nation-building work in Central 
and South America will be one of those things. 

Until then, the Elrod is the tip of the spear. And the ship’s 
sailors have become adept at doing more with less as manning 
has gradually been cut. 

“That’s what frigate sailors do,” said Senior Chief 
Gunner’s Mate (SW/AW) Asa Worcester, the ship’s command 
senior chief. “That’s not a bitch, that’s a fact that we live with 
every day ’cause the mission still has to get done.” 

Tough Life 
This is Worcester’s second tour on Elrod and third on a 

frigate. He made chief onboard Elrod and is proud to be back 
as the ship’s top enlisted sailor. 

“I feel there’s something special about these ships and the 
type of sailor it produces,” he said. “Grow up in this 
environment and you’ll be a better sailor for it — our sailors 
don’t just survive, they thrive.” That sentiment is echoed up 
and down the ranks. Life is tough onboard the 453-foot-long, 
45-foot-wide ship. The gear is old and has a tendency to break. 
But still, Worcester said, the mission gets done because of the 
crew. 

“We’ve got old machinery that doesn’t always work. In 
fact, we still have electronic gear in here that uses vacuum 
tubes. You know how hard that is to fix?” Richards said. 

Even worse, he said, is the lack of spare parts. Many of 
the companies that provided the gear in the 1970s and 1980s 
are now out of business, causing Elrod and the other frigates 
to scrounge for parts and often make their own. 

“And that’s where our sailors benefit,” Richards said. 
“Sailors learn their jobs best by doing them, by tearing down 

gear and rebuilding it — and this is a real hands-on 
environment for them to learn.” That reality has turned Tubbs, 
who at six years and counting onboard the Elrod is the vessel’s 
longest-serving sailor, into a top second class petty officer 
who stands engineering officer of the watch, a very senior 
watch station. 

And it’s not just engineering sailors who benefit from the 
facts of frigate life. Even in the technical ratings, that same 
story comes through. 

“This ship was designed as an [anti-submarine warfare] 
platform, but we’re not doing that much these days,” said 
Chief Sonar Technician (Surface) (SW) Scott Boger. “We 
have essentially one watch section, about half what [an 
Arleigh Burke-class destroyer] has.” “My sailors have to be 
more involved in the gear that they would on a newer ship 
where much is still under warranty,” he said. “Our gear is 
older and problematic, leading to them getting more 
troubleshooting time.” Boger said they still train for the ASW 
mission by conducting scenarios regularly. But frigate duty for 
them is a chance to expand themselves as sailors, he said. 

“The result is that on a deployment like this and on a 
frigate in general, my guys have the ability to do more things 
outside the division,” Boger said. “That, in turn, makes them 
more competitive long-term against their peers outside the 
Navy. 

In the most recent marking cycle for second classes, he 
said, of the six early-promote recommendations the ship was 
allowed to give, two of them were from Boger’s crew of seven 
sonar techs. 

The learning opportunity of frigate life isn’t just on the 
deck plates. It’s also in the wardroom, according to Cmdr. 
Jack Killman, Elrod’s commanding officer. 

“For a junior officer, a frigate is a moving classroom,” he 
said. “You have the chance to stand a lot of watches and learn, 
and you don’t have to fight for collateral duties as there’s 
more than enough to go around.” All this results in a very tight 
crew from the skipper down to the lowest seaman. 

Living conditions are also tough. It’s cramped, and the 
ship also tends to roll with the seas more than newer, wider 
vessels. 

“It’s too hot in the summer and too cold in the winter,” 
said Cryptologic Technician (Technical) 2nd Class (SW) 
Lance Ellis. “Once we were showering in cold water for two 
weeks before that was fixed. You just learn to deal with it and 
it’s no big deal. Frigate life just makes you tougher.” For 
example, he said, frigates only have a central laundry facility. 

“We put our stuff in mesh bags, and it’s picked up and 
washed that way,” he said. “It comes back wrinkled and 
sometimes damp. I wish we could just do it ourselves.” “I 
have ‘A’ school classmates who went to bigger and newer 
ships with all the amenities,” Ellis said. “They haven’t learned 
half of what I have. They have no idea what my world is like.” 
Because there are fewer people, all crew members experience 
work such as handling lines and painting the ship, as well as 
standing all kinds of watches and bringing on supplies. 

When asked how many of the 180-person crew he knows 
personally, Ellis calmly said: “Everybody.” “The bottom line 
is we’re a family,” he said. “I asked to come to a frigate on the 
advice of the chiefs who taught me in ‘A’ school who said a 
frigate would make me a better sailor. They were right.” “You 
are on a very friendly basis with everybody and you know 
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small facts and trinkets about them and they know small facts 
and trinkets about you,” he said. “You may not see someone 
every day, but you know them. When someone’s wife has a 
baby, you hear about it — next time [you] pass them in a 
passageway, you congratulate them.” All this is what brought 
Worcester back to Elrod. Though, for him, it’ll end on a sad 
note. 

“I’ll be here when the ship decommissions, I’ll have to 
help put her out of service,” he said. “But for now, there are 
missions to do and a yard period coming up to plan for. 

“After that, we’ll work up and deploy at least one more 
time. We just don’t have the time to worry about that now. 
There’s too much on our plates today, and that’s just the facts 
of frigate life.” 
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GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
18. China To Build 2 More Aircraft Carriers: Taiwan 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 21 MAY 12) 

TAIPEI — Taiwan’s intelligence chief said May 21 that 
China plans to build two aircraft carriers, in addition to the 
first in its fleet, a refitted former Soviet carrier currently 
undergoing sea trials. 

“Indeed the Chinese communists have decided to build 
two aircraft carriers on their own,” Tsai Teh-sheng, head of 
the island’s National Security Bureau, told parliament. 

Tsai said construction of the warships is slated to start in 
2013 and 2015, respectively, with delivery dates of 2020 and 
2022, and that they would be conventionally powered. 

Tsai said that since mid-2011, China had conducted six 
sea trials of its first carrier, and that Taiwan expected it to go 
into service before the end of this year. 

“Initially it may simply serve for training purposes but it 
can be transferred for battles when necessary in the future,” he 
said. 

The Chinese ship’s sea trials have sparked international 
concern about China’s widening naval reach amid growing 
regional tensions over maritime disputes and a U.S. campaign 
to assert itself as a Pacific power. 

Tsai’s comments came in response to queries from Lin 
Yu-fang, a lawmaker from the ruling Kuomintang party who 
said the development could force Taiwan’s entire defense 
strategy to be overhauled. 

“Once the two warships join the Chinese navy, their threat 
to Taiwan will be way larger than that of the ‘Varyag,’” he 
said, referring to the reconditioned 1980s Soviet-era carrier. 

In response to China’s naval buildup, Taiwan is arming 
more of its warships with its new “carrier killer” anti-ship 
missiles and building a fleet of 12 corvettes designed with 
“stealth” technologies. 

The Hsiung Feng (Brave Wind) missiles are reportedly 
designed to cruise at a speed of Mach 2.0, or twice the speed 
of sound, with a range of up to 130 kilometers (80 miles). 

In an inauguration speech May 20 after winning re-
election in January polls, Taiwan’s President Ma Ying-jeou 
said his administration would maintain an “effective deterrent” 
while pursuing detente with China in the years ahead. 
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19. U.S.: Weapons Not Included In Warship 
(PHILIPPINE STAR 22 MAY 12) ... Alexis Romero 

MANILA, Philippines - The United States did not give in 
to a request by the Philippines to include weapons and 
accessories in the second warship it will provide to the 
Philippine Navy. 

Defense Secretary Voltaire Gazmin said during an 
interview over radio dzRH that U.S. Coast Guard ship Dallas 
would be similar to BRP Gregorio del Pilar, which had been 
stripped of its weapons system before it was turned over to the 
Philippines last year. 

“Pareho lang ng del Pilar (The same with del Pilar),” 
Gazmin said when asked whether the U.S. had granted the 
Philippines’ request to retain the armaments of Dallas. 

Earlier, officials asked the U.S. to retain some key 
features of the Dallas but Navy chief Vice Admiral Alexander 
Pama said the request was turned down last May 8. 

Among the ship’s features that Pama wanted retained 
were its close-in weapons system, Bushmaster cannons, air 
search radars and fire control system. 

Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) chief Gen. Jessie 
Dellosa and Philippine Fleet commander Rear Admiral Jose 

Luis Alano will attend the symbolic turnover of the ship on 
Wednesday (Manila time) at North Charleston, South 
Carolina. 

U.S. Coast Guard ship Dallas will be renamed BRP 
Ramon Alcaraz, a torpedo boat commanding officer during 
World War II. Alcaraz retired as a commodore of the 
Philippine Fleet in 1966 and died in 2009. 

“What we are trying to prevent is the commission of 
transnational crimes that can affect our economy like 
poaching, piracy and drug trafficking,” AFP spokesman Col. 
Arnulfo Burgos Jr. said. 

“Our borders are porous so we have to guard them closely 
and the acquisition of the long-range cutter will help the 
Armed Forces of the Philippines,” he added. 

The Dallas is an all-weather, high-endurance cutter and 
has features similar to that of Gregorio del Pilar. 

The cutter was used mostly for drug and migrant 
interdiction, law enforcement, search and rescue, living 
marine resources protection, and defense readiness. 

The ship can accommodate up to 180 officers and sailors. 
Return to Index 
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20. Northrop Wins $1.7 Billion NATO Order For 5 Drones 
(REUTERS 20 MAY 12) ... Andrea Shalal-Esa 

WASHINGTON -- Northrop Grumman Corp said on 
Sunday it had signed a $1.7 billion contract with NATO for a 
new surveillance and intelligence system that will include five 
high-altitude unmanned Global Hawk planes and transportable 
ground stations. 

Northrop Chairman and Chief Executive Wes Bush 
signed the contract in Chicago on Sunday during a NATO 
summit, joined by officials from European companies 
participating in the deal and 28 ministers of defense from 
NATO countries. 

The contract launches NATO's Alliance Ground 
Surveillance (AGS) system, which is expected to support a 
broad range of missions, including protecting ground forces, 
border and maritime security, counterterrorism, peacekeeping, 
humanitarian assistance and natural disaster relief. 

The NATO deal comes as Northrop is fighting to reverse 
plans by the U.S. Air Force to cancel a different version of the 
Global Hawk plane, the Block 30, and put 18 planes already 
purchased in storage. The U.S. Navy is sticking to its plans to 
buy a maritime version of the plane. 

Bush told Reuters the NATO order was an "important 
step" for Northrop's efforts to market the unmanned planes to 
foreign governments, and demonstrated the power of pooling 
resources as defense budgets become more constrained. 

"This is a great example of how we are able to do things 
together that we might not be able to afford otherwise," Bush 
said in a telephone interview. 

Otfried Wohlleben, program manager of the NATO 
Alliance Ground Surveillance Management Agency, said the 
agreement was a major acquisition priority for the alliance, 
and the contract would bring lead-edge capabilities to all 
NATO member nations. 

"The real-time long-endurance intelligence, surveillance 
and reconnaissance that this will provide will be invaluable to 
NATO forces around the world and the success of their 
missions," Wohlleben said in a statement. 

The contract includes the purchase and initial operation 
and maintenance of five Block 40 Global Hawk planes 
equipped with an advanced ground surveillance radar, the 
Multi-Platform Radar Technology Insertion Program, which 
can track moving targets on the ground. 

Initial plans called for NATO to buy three Global Hawk 
planes, but ongoing discussions led to a decision that having 
five planes would provide the optimal capability, Bush said. 

Under the contract, European companies will be 
responsible for development and delivery of transportable 
ground stations that can be used by commanders of deployed 
forces, mobile ground stations for close support to moving 
operations, and remote workstations for higher echelon 
commands. 

Bush declined to give a breakdown for the size of the 
European participation, but said it was sizeable. 

Thirteen countries -- Bulgaria, the Czech Republic, 
Estonia, Germany, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, 
Norway, Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia and the United States -- 
will pay for the new system, but all 28 alliance nations are due 
to participate in its long-term support. 

Northrop, the prime contractor for the program, will build 
the Global Hawk planes, supporting systems and payloads 
including the MP-RTIP radar, which can also provide radar 
imagery of target locations and stationary objects. 

Companies in the 13 countries funding the program will 
be responsible for building the ground stations that will run 
the unmanned planes. They include Cassidian, Selex Galileo 
and Kongsberg, ComTrade d.o.o, and Bianor. The ground 
element provides real-time data, intelligence and target 
identification to commanders within and beyond line of sight. 

NATO AGS will have its main operating base at 
Sigonella, Italy, co-located with the U.S. Air Force Global 
Hawks and the U.S. Navy's Broad Area Maritime 
Surveillance, helping reduce logistics and maintenance costs. 
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21. Cameron: NATO Needs ‘New Mindset’ 
(DEFENSE NEWS 21 MAY 12) ... Kate Brannen 

CHICAGO — Speaking at the NATO Summit here May 
21, British Prime Minister David Cameron argued for an 
ambitious future role for NATO, but said that would require 
the alliance to develop a new mindset for doing business. 

Cameron said that he and U.S. President Barack Obama 
recommended NATO conduct a strategic review, similar to the 
reviews both politicians undertook in their own countries. 

“President Obama and I argued that NATO should 
consider a process, not dissimilar to the strategic reviews that 
were recently carried out in Britain and America, taking a 
rigorous look at the threats we face today, prioritizing the 
capabilities we need to meet those threats — not the 
capabilities we needed for the fights of yesterday — and 
taking the hard decisions to cut some programs in order to 
invest in others,” the prime minister said during a May 21 
press conference. 

Cameron’s government initiated the Strategic Defence 
and Security Review in May 2010, while Obama asked the 
Pentagon to conduct a strategic review last April. Both 

reviews aimed to develop new strategies for the future security 
environment while determining where risk could be taken and 
budget cuts could be made. 

The Pentagon announced its findings in January with the 
release of new strategic guidance that called for a shift in 
geographic focus toward the Asia-Pacific region while 
maintaining influence in the Middle East. 

While tough spending decisions may lie ahead, Cameron 
said NATO should still strive to maintain a global role. 

“With defense budgets in decline, some are arguing that 
NATO needs to retrench, lower its ambitions and look inwards 
to the core responsibilities of collective defense,” Cameron 
said. “But I argued, and this summit agreed, that NATO 
should actually do the opposite. We should look outwards, 
reassert NATO’s relevance and make sure we’re ready and 
capable to tackle the threats that may lie outside our territory, 
but are nonetheless very real threats to us at home.” 

Cameron praised NATO operations in Afghanistan and in 
Libya, saying only NATO could integrate outside partners like 
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Jordan, the United Arab Emirates, Morocco and Qatar into its 
command-and-control structure as it did in Libya. 

However, “to maintain this capability in a tough financial 
climate, NATO needs a new mindset,” Cameron said. 

NATO will need to “modernize and prioritize better” if 
it’s going to address the problems of failed states, regional 
conflicts, cyber attacks, global terrorism and nuclear 
proliferation, Cameron said. 

The future also will require increased specialization so 
that not every country tries to have every capability and 
perform every mission, he said. 

The prime minister cited the frequently used example of 
Baltic air policing, which allows Baltic member states to 
contribute forces to the NATO mission in Afghanistan while 
other NATO countries patrol and protect the countries’ 
airspace back home. 
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22. Female Command First For Navy Ship 
(UK PRESS ASSOCIATION 22 MAY 12) 

A woman from Middlesex who is the first female 
commander of a major Royal Navy warship is taking up her 
post. 

Commander Sarah West, 40, joins Type 23 frigate HMS 
Portland in Rosyth, Fife. 

The warship is undergoing a refit and, on completion, it 
will undergo a series of trials before returning to its base port 
in Devonport before the end of the year. It will then be 
prepared for its next operational tasking. 

Cmdr. West said: "Taking command of HMS Portland is 
definitely the highlight of my 16 years in the RN (Royal 
Navy) so far. 

"It is a challenge that I am fully trained for and ready to 
undertake. 

"I am very proud to be taking command of a Type 23 
frigate, which is an extremely flexible warship, and I'm 

looking forward to taking HMS Portland on operations with a 
professional and focused team." 

In another milestone for the Royal Navy, Commander Sue 
Moore, 43, recently became the first woman to command a 
squadron of minor war vessels, the First Patrol Boat Squadron 
(1PBS), based in Portsmouth. 

Cmdr. Moore, from Bath, and Cmdr. West have a 
combined 36 years of experience in the Navy. 

Their achievements include deployments ranging from the 
Gulf to the Balkans to counter-narcotics patrols in the 
Caribbean. 

The pair have been described as being part of a "cohort of 
talented female officers" who joined the Royal Navy to serve 
at sea and are now undertaking or approaching key 
appointments in their naval careers. 
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PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
23. Sailors Participate In Motorcycle Safety Rally 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 21 MAY 12) ... Aviation Maintenance Administrationman Airman Kelvin Cohen, Navy Public Affairs 
Support Element East 

NORFOLK, Va. -- Service members, Department of 
Defense personnel, veterans and families participated in a 
Motorcycle Safety Rally at Naval Station Norfolk Navy 
Exchange May 18. 

The event was held as part of Motorcycle Safety month 
and consisted of inspections, safety information and a group 
ride throughout the Hampton Roads area. 

"It was a great turnout," said Chief Fire Controlman (SW) 
Daniel Nichols, event coordinator. "The overall theme is to 
reinforce our safety, have fun, and also get us out in the 
community." 

During the event, Sewells Point Safety Center provided 
the participants information to help keep future bike riders 
safe while on the road. 

"We came out to offer information training and 
awareness," said Bruce Manow, Sewells Point safety leader. 
"We run the whole gamut of safety while riding. We have a lot 

of young Sailors that come off of a deployment and purchase 
these bikes and get in an accident so we are here to teach them 
the skills necessary to stay safe on the roads." 

The 90 minute bike route was a highlight of the day for 
many of the 200 participants. 

"We did roughly 95 miles," said Chief Aviation Support 
Equipment Technician (SW/AW) Will Kumley, assigned to 
the Nimitz-class aircraft carrier USS Roosevelt (CVN 71). "It 
was great! Any day on the bike is a good day." 

At the conclusion of the day, awards were given out 
where a team of Sailors from Roosevelt took home a trophy 
for the second consecutive year for overall command 
participation. 

"We do this every year," said Kumley. "We're fourteen 
strong today. Our ship has a motorcycle rider's group that keys 
in on this type of stuff. I think it's great to emphasize safety 
and get everybody out here together." 
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24. Pacific Partnership 2012 Celebrates Asian Pacific Heritage Month 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 21 MAY 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist Seaman Clay M. Whaley, Navy Public Affairs Support 
Element West 

USNS MERCY, At Sea -- Service members and civilians 
aboard Military Sealift Command hospital ship USNS Mercy 
(T-AH 19) celebrated Asian and Pacific Islander Heritage 

Month, May 20, while underway for Pacific Partnership 2012 
(PP12). 
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Crew members participated in an educational brief, 
singing, dancing and a fashion show for a first-hand view of 
the different traditions, culture and history of Asian and 
Pacific Islanders. 

"We held an Asian Pacific Islander Heritage celebration 
to commemorate and recognize the different cultures and 
traditions of people, and to share their history of hard work 
and service to our country," said Chief Hospital Corpsman 
Marvin Ramos, leading chief petty officer for the directorate 
of Nursing Services. "Since we have such a diverse group of 
people in the military, I think it's important to understand 
everyone's heritage and background." 

Ramos said Mercy crew members will be spending a 
majority of the mission in the Asian-Pacific region, so it is 
important to become accustomed to their culture and heritage. 

"The celebration is important to PP12 because our 
objective is to build relationships with the host nations of 
Indonesia, Vietnam, Cambodia and Philippines," said Ramos. 
"Knowing the culture and traditions of each of these countries 
helps us better understand their backgrounds, and can aid us in 
building successful relationships." 

Many PP12 crew members aboard Mercy are of Asian 
and Pacific Islander descent. 

"It has been seven years since I've seen my family and 
friends in Guam," said Culinary Specialist 2nd Class Oliver 
Sicat. "I'm happy that PP12 is giving me opportunity to reunite 
with them again after all these years." 

Sicat, who was born in the Philippines and raised in 
Guam, will have the opportunity to visit his extended family 
for the first time since childhood. 

"I'm really excited to see my grandma," said Sicat. "I 
moved away from the Philippines when I was just a young 
child, so this will really be one of the only times I will ever 
have seen most of my family in my life." 

Pacific Partnership is a five-month humanitarian 
assistance initiative designed to build partnerships and a 
collective ability to respond to natural disasters that and will 
make port visits to Indonesia, the Philippines, Vietnam and 
Cambodia. 

View Clip (RT: 1:16) 
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25. Spouses Seeing More Job Choices 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 21 MAY 12) ... Lisa Daniel 

Exciting changes are underway for military spouses that 
could affect families who serve for generations to come. 

It used to be, in the not-so-distant past, that a decision to 
marry into the military was a decision to not have a career of 
your own. Even if a spouse could juggle the demands of 
military home life plus a paid position, who would hire her (95 
percent are female, according to Defense Department figures) 
knowing she would be gone in a couple of years due to a 
forced military relocation? And how would she even get to the 
point of applying for a job if she had to renew her professional 
license – nurse, teacher, realtor, therapist, just to name a few 
with such requirements — in every new state? 

Both of those employment hurdles are getting lower as 
Defense Department, White House and nonprofit entities rally 
state legislators and the corporate and business communities to 
make things easier. 

Through the work of DOD’s Military Community and 
Family Policy office and Michelle Obama and Jill Biden’s 
“Joining Forces” campaign, 16 states have passed laws to 
improve professional license portability and another 11 have 
legislation pending. Also, DOD’s Military Spouse 
Employment Partnership last week added 34 employer 
“partners” for a total of 128 that post jobs on the site specific 
to military spouses. As part of the program, the employers – 
CACI, General Dynamics, Dell, Microsoft, American Red 
Cross, GEICO, and Sterling Medical are just a few — agree 
that their positions can move with hired spouses. 

The catalyst for change has been the spouses themselves 
who spoke up about the need. Indeed, DOD officials say 85 
percent of military spouses have responded that they either 
want or need a paid job. 

One spouse who turned her frustration into action is 
Lauren Weiner, a former federal employee analyst with the 

White House budget office, whose career came to a halt when 
she relocated with her husband, Charles, a Navy civilian, to 
Naples, Italy, in 2004. Unable to find a senior-level 
professional job on base – and spouses aren’t permitted to 
work off-base in Naples – Weiner networked with Naples-
based wives and found others in the same situation. 

Weiner responded by starting her own government 
consulting business, Wittenberg Weiner Consulting, LLC. In 
just a few weeks, she hired her friend, Donna Huneycutt, a 
lawyer and Navy wife, to help keep up with the expanding 
workload. Together, the two built the business – Wittenberg as 
president, Huneycutt as executive vice president – to what is 
now a 60-person firm in which 75 percent of employees are 
military spouses. 

Besides giving back by hiring other spouses, Wittenberg 
Weiner last year started the nonprofit, In Gear. It provides a 
forum for community support, information-sharing, and 
mentoring for career-minded military spouses. It also partners 
with other organizations working to support the professional 
endeavors of military spouses, such as the Military Spouse JD 
Network, which is working to ease state-by-state attorney 
licensure requirements for military spouses. 

“We realized there was this incredibly talented pool of 
spouses out there,” Huneycutt said, “and we wanted to make 
sure this was more than a pit stop in those spouses’ careers.” 

Weiner and Huneycutt represent a growing number of 
spouses who refuse to accept that a military life means the end 
of their working life – or a 20-year hiatus. Military spouses 
who want to work outside the home in any field are getting 
more opportunities all the time, and that is good for everyone 
– spouse, service member, and the military community. 
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26. New Website Helps Vets Cope After Combat 
(NAVY TIMES 19 MAY 12) ... Patricia Kime 

Former Marine Nancy Schiliro hits the gas every time she 
drives under an overpass — especially if there’s someone on a 
cellphone crossing it. 

The habit was a lifesaver when she drove convoys in Iraq, 
where insurgents used phones to trigger roadside bombs. But 
she knows it isn’t necessary in New York City. 

“I’m shaking, I’m excited, I have a rush all over my body 
and I’m scared all at the same time. It’s the weirdest feeling,” 
she says. 

To cope with her reaction, she takes deep breaths, turns 
on the radio, smokes a cigarette. 

“I have to stop and breathe and remember where I am, 
that I am home and I’m OK.” 

Schiliro’s story and strategies for handling anxiety, along 
with the experiences of other Iraq and Afghanistan combat 
veterans, are central to a new website. Restore Warriors aims 
to educate veterans, service members, families and friends on 
the potentially life-altering after-effects of war, from post-
traumatic stress and depression to relationship problems or 
general anxiety. 

“The intent is to provide not only information on post-
traumatic stress, PTSD, traumatic brain injury and other 
issues, but also tools for managing and dealing with these 

changes,” said Michelle Neary, a social worker with the site 
sponsor, the Combat Stress Recovery Program at Wounded 
Warrior Project. 

The site offers a self-assessment to help veterans examine 
their symptoms and feelings, as well as exercises and videos 
on eight subjects: stress, relationships, self-esteem, loss, 
betrayal, shame and guilt, self-care, and wellness. 

The goal is not to supplant professional mental health care 
but to reach those who may be reluctant to seek help, Neary 
said. 

“It can be accessed 24-7 in the privacy of your own home. 
So, if at 2 in the morning a warrior is experiencing negative 
thinking, they can log on,” she said. 

Restorewarriors.org links to various Department of 
Veterans Affairs and Substance Abuse and Mental Health 
Administration programs, Give An Hour and Military 
OneSource, and has a direct chat link with the Veterans Crisis 
Line. 

“The most important thing for warriors to know is that 
they are not alone. This brings tools into the house, so even 
those who have isolated themselves can focus on the issues 
they are facing and work through them,” Neary said. 
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27. Bill Would Simplify Absentee Voting For Troops 
(NAVY TIMES 21 MAY 12) ... Rick Maze 

One absentee ballot request from military and overseas 
voters would be good for an entire election cycle, under 
legislation introduced Friday in the House of Representatives. 

The bill, HR 5828, is aimed at clarifying confusion 
created in a 2009 overhaul of the Uniformed and Overseas 
Citizens Absentee Voting Act. The change can be interpreted 
as requiring separate absentee ballot requests for primary and 
general elections. 

It is unclear whether Congress could pass the fix in time 
to apply to the 2012 elections, so voters may need to request 
ballots for each election to be certain they are not left out. 
While many states have held primaries, some elections for 
federal office are scheduled later this year to determine which 
candidates will appear on the November general election 
ballots. 

“As we are in the 2012 election cycle, we need to ensure 
that this does not inadvertently disenfranchise large swaths of 
our military and overseas voters,” said Carolyn Maloney, D-
N.Y., chief sponsor of the new bill. 

She called the confusion an “unintended consequence” of 
the 2009 overhaul. 

Under Maloney’s bill, a request for an absentee ballot by 
an absent uniformed services or overseas voter would serve as 
a result for absentee ballots in each subsequent election in that 
particular election cycle. 

The bill, co-sponsored by Reps. Charles Gonzalez, D-
Texas, and Michael Honda, D-Calif., was referred to the 
House Administration Committee, which has jurisdiction over 
federal election law. 
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28. Senators Press For Improved Veterans Housing Policies 
(THE HILL 21 MAY 12) ... Vicki Needham 

A trio of Democratic senators is pressing for improved 
housing policies for the nation's armed forces and their 
families, especially during deployment. 

On Tuesday, Sens. Jack Reed (D-R.I.), Dick Durbin (D-
Ill.) and Sheldon Whitehouse (D-R.I.) with Delaware Attorney 
General Beau Biden will discuss new plans to help service 
members with their housing needs and minimize the financial 
stresses that can be caused by deployment. 

Military families have been disproportionately affected by 
the housing crisis, mainly because they often have trouble 
selling or buying a home when they receive transfer orders. 

Lawmakers have said that has put a burden on the military 
and led to unnecessary foreclosures that can affect their 
security clearance and career track. 

They are calling for new rights and protections for 
military personnel beyond the Servicemembers Civil Relief 
Act (SCRA), which caps the interest rate on mortgage loans to 
active-duty members at 6 percent and prohibits lenders from 
foreclosing on those homes without a judge's order. 

The lawmakers want to see the law strengthened and 
expanded to make it easier for active-duty personnel to claim 
deployment-related financial and credit protections by 
expanding what could be submitted to constitute military 
orders, extend foreclosure protections to surviving spouses 
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and help in the transition from off-base to on-base housing by 
making it easier to terminate residential leases early and 
without penalty if on-base housing becomes available, they 
said. 

Reed, a former Army captain who serves on the Banking 
Committee, helped with the creation of the Office of 

Servicemember Affairs at the Consumer Financial Protection 
Bureau (CFPB) to help military families avoid financial scams 
and go after lenders and businesses that violate the law. 

Durbin pushed for the new agency and Whitehouse has 
sponsored legislation in the past aimed at strengthening 
foreclosure protection for service members. 
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29. Lejeune Service Members May Be At Risk For Lyme Disease 
(JACKSONVILLE (NC) DAILY NEWS 21 MAY 12) ... Amanda Wilcox 

With the warm weather rolling in, it’s time Camp Lejeune 
Marines and Sailors start taking precautions to protect 
themselves against vector born illnesses like Lyme disease. 

“Ticks are really bad this year,” said Navy Lt. Patrick 
McGuire, officer in charge, Preventive Medicine Unit, 2nd 
Marine Logistics Group. “Because of the warmer winter this 
year, we’re seeing a lot more ticks in the field.” 

North Carolina is home to a certain kind of tick, called a 
deer tick, that carries a bacteria known as borrelia burgdorferi 
which causes Lyme disease, said Naval Hospital Camp 
Lejeune’s Preventive Medicine experts. 

According to the experts, Naval Hospital Camp Lejeune 
reported 10 positive preliminary laboratory results of Lyme 
Disease to the state of North Carolina in 2011. The state 
analyzes the results along with patient symptoms and 
physician findings to determine whether the cases could be 
confirmed Lyme disease cases. 

North Carolina confirmed 21 cases in 2010, according to 
the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. Data for 2011 
is not yet available. 

“Although there have been several cases of personnel 
testing positive for Lyme Disease over the recent years, it has 
not been a common problem aboard Camp Lejeune,” said 
retired Navy Captain Chuck Rhodes, head of the Preventive 
Medicine Department, Naval Hospital Camp Lejeune. 

However, Rhodes added Marines and Sailors are putting 
themselves at a higher risk for Lyme disease if they do not 
take proper preventive measures. 

“Marines and Sailors should ensure that they are 
constantly vigilant to anything abnormal to the sight or touch,” 
said Rhodes. 

Service members can remain vigilant by applying insect 
repellant to exposed areas of skin, performing self and buddy 
checks, and ensuring uniforms are worn properly in the field. 

However, the responsibility of keeping the risk of Lyme 
disease low doesn’t fall only on the service member. The 
Camp Lejeune Preventive Medicine Unit, 2nd Logistics 
Group, has multiple ways they work to keep service members 
from contracting the disease. 

PMU routinely sprays many of the fields on Camp 
Lejeune with scourge, a chemical known to target ticks and 
mosquitoes, said McGuire. PMU also sprays individual 
uniforms with premetherin, an insect repellant, for service 
members who are leaving for time in the field or getting ready 
for a deployment. 

“This treatment will help in further mitigating insects that 
may be attracted to Carbon Dioxide or ones that may attach 
themselves to clothing while walking through wooded areas,” 
said Lt. Benjamin Osborne, a physician with the Internal 
Medicine Department, Naval Hospital Camp Lejeune. 

The uniform sprays last about 50 washes. 
Tick bites and tick borne diseases are preventable by 

compliance with recommended preventive measures against 
exposure to ticks,” said Osborn. “Firm and consistent 
compliance with proven tick bite preventive measures, both on 
and off duty, is the strongest weapon we have in preventing 
tick borne disease cases, including Lyme Disease.” 

For more information on preventing Lyme disease and 
other tick borne illnesses, visit mhs.mil. 
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30. Marysville Sailor Dies While Snorkeling In Guam 
(WHTM ABC HARRISBURG (PA) 21 MAY 12) ... Dave Marcheskie 

MARYSVILLE, Pa. - A Navy diver from Perry County 
died over the weekend while snorkeling off the coast of Guam, 
according to his family. 

The cause of 20-year-old Ryan Bennett's death was not 
immediately known. Military officials continue to investigate, 
but told his parents there were no visible signs of trauma. 

His parents, Marie and Mark Bennett, said their hearts 
sank when a uniformed officer knocked on their front door. 

"It was a parent's worst nightmare," Mark Bennett said. 
The Marysville native apparently was enjoying some free 

time when he died Saturday. 
"He just collapsed," Marie Bennett said. "He wasn't able 

to be revived." 
Bennett graduated from Susquenita High School in 2011. 

He played football, ran track, and wrestled, but his parents 
said diving was his true passion. He began diving and 

snorkeling when he was 12 years old, and became certified at 
age 17. 

When it came time to pick a career, Marie Bennett said it 
was an easy decision. 

"He came up with underwater welding and underwater 
construction. What better way to learn, than go into the service 
and have the best of the best teach you," she said. 

Bennett's passion took him to Florida for training. He was 
deployed to Guam last month. 

Last Thursday was the last time his mother spoke with 
him. 

"I asked him, 'are you homesick yet, buddy? Are you 
ready to come back?' He said, 'yeah, not so much,'" she said. 

Of course not. Being in Guam with the Navy. Learning 
about underwater welding. For Ryan Bennett, he was fulfilling 
a life-long dream. 
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"He did us proud," Mark Bennett said. "He was living his 
dream. That's what he wanted to do, and make it a little easier 
for us. He was living his dream." 

Bennett's cousin was to meet him in Guam to go diving. 
His family said the cousin still plans to go Guam to live out 
both of their dreams. 

View Clip (RT: 2:15) 
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31. Ingalls-Built LPD 23 Completes Successful Builder's Trials 
(PASCAGOULA (MS) PRESS 21 MAY 12) ... April M. Havens 

PASCAGOULA, Mississippi -- Amphibious transport 
dock Anchorage successfully completed its builder's trials last 
week, Ingalls Shipbuilding announced Monday. 

LPD 23, under construction at the company's Avondale, 
La., shipyard, is the seventh in the LPD 17-class to be built by 
Ingalls. 

The 684-foot-long vessel's primary mission is to transport 
up to 800 Marines, their fighting vehicles and aircraft. 

Builder's trials are meant to measure performance and 
identify any possible construction discrepancies. 

Over the next few weeks, the shipyard will focus on 
correcting any discrepancies in support of Anchorage's next 
major milestone, Navy acceptance trials. 

"The LPD 23 team just finished one of the most 
successful builder's trials of any LPD so far," said Doug 
Lounsberry, Ingalls' vice president and program manager for 
the LPD 17 Program. 

"The ship demonstrated its quality through operational 
testing over the past four days, including propulsion, steering, 
navigation, communications and weapons," he said. "It took 
the dedication of thousands of craftsmen and women to get 
this ship to this state. We have a very short time until 
acceptance trials, and it will take the same dedication and 

determination to get us there with the high standards we have 
set for ourselves." 

Ingalls' test and trials team thoroughly tested the ship's 
systems, with more than 200 tests taking place during the four-
day sea trial. 

The tests including anchor handling, flight operations, 
ballasting and de-ballasting the well deck, and compartment 
air balancing. 

"I am very pleased with LPD 23's performance during this 
builder's trial," said Richard Schenk, Ingalls' vice president of 
test and trials. "The Ingalls and Navy team has proven this 
ship is very well-built and it operates extremely well. We've 
demonstrated all of the major systems on the ship, and they 
performed great. We have work to do to prepare for 
acceptance trials, but we'll be ready when we need to be." 

The ship is slated for delivery to the Navy later this year. 
Three others LPDs are also under construction at the 

Pascagoula and Avondale shipyards. 
Arlington (LPD 24) is on track for completion this year, 

while Somerset (LPD 25) will be delivered next year and John 
P. Murtha (LPD 26) is slated for completion in early 2016. 

Advance procurement contracts have also been awarded 
for an 11th ship, LPD 27. 
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32. Biofuels Industry Has Fight On Its Hands As Senators Take Up Budget Debate 
(NATIONAL DEFENSE 21 MAY 12) ... Eric Beidel 

The biofuels industry could use some friends on Capitol 
Hill in the wake of a House bill that limits Defense 
Department investment in green energy. 

As the debate shifts to the Democratic-controlled Senate, 
renewable energy advocates hope for better outcomes. 

“We’re looking good in the Senate,” said Jaime Shimek, 
legislative assistant for Sen. Patty Murray, D-Wash., who has 
introduced legislation that would allow the Pentagon to enter 
into long-term contracts to purchase advanced biofuel. 

But supporters are still reeling from the lack of support in 
the House, where two amendments to rein in the Pentagon’s 
pursuit of biofuels were passed last week. One would ban the 
Defense Department from buying alternative fuels that cost 
more than fossil fuels. The other would exempt the department 
from legislation that requires the government buy only 
alternative fuels that are less polluting than fossil fuels. 

“We’ve got a fight on our hands,” said Casey Howard, an 
aide for Sen. Mark Udall, D-Colo., who sits on the Senate 
Armed Services Committee. 

Howard and Shimek spoke to a May 18 biofuels 
roundtable organized by the Agriculture Department, Energy 
Department and Navy. The focus of the discussion was a joint-
agency effort to invest more than $500 million over three 
years to establish plants that can produce aviation biofuels at 

commercial scale. But the event attracted a much larger 
audience than officials anticipated, and congressional aides 
were brought in at the last minute to give company executives 
updates on the raging political debate surrounding their 
industry. 

More than 300 executives showed up to Agriculture 
Department headquarters, some with products in hand, ready 
to sell. 

“I can grow mountains of this stuff,” said one man from 
California, holding up two vials of algae he said he can he turn 
into fuel for about $12 per gallon. 

The comparatively high cost of biofuels is one of the main 
reasons proponents are leaning so heavily on the joint effort 
between the Agriculture Department, Energy Department and 
Navy. Further public and private investment can help spur the 
market, they say, while a drop in political support could send 
efforts back to square one. 

Though backing for biofuels initiatives appears stronger 
in the Senate, the battle is far from over. Howard and Shimek 
pleaded with industry executives to wield their influence on 
Capitol Hill to ensure that critical investments are protected 
and amendments such as those introduced in the House are 
struck down. 
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Howard noted that some senators might support the 
House provisions and may even seek greater restrictions on 
biofuels. He and Shimek said that the political opposition has 
falsely characterized the military’s pursuit of alternative fuels 
as having to do with climate change or pushing a “green” 
agenda. But if biofuels didn’t provide tangible operational 
benefits for troops, “frankly we wouldn’t be behind them,” 
Howard said. 

Military leaders insist that their pursuit of alternative fuels 
has little to do with the environment and everything to do with 
the battlefield. 

Air Force researchers are compiling the evidence to 
support that case. 

Preliminary results from recent tests at Wright-Patterson 
Air Force Base in Ohio show that the use of alternative fuels 
could lead to a new generation of more powerful aircraft 
engines. 

Researchers have found that when alternative fuel burns, 
it does so at a temperature about 135 degrees cooler than 
petroleum, said Omar Mendoza, an aerospace engineer and 
special adviser for technology in the Air Force’s energy 
program office. 

“That means we can design engines with more capability, 
more speed and more range, not to mention that they will last 
maybe 10 times longer,” Mendoza said. 

The Air Force has tasked engine manufacturers — Rolls 
Royce, General Electric, Pratt & Whitney and Honeywell — 
to study the issue and report back on what these lower 
temperatures will mean in terms of engine life, cost and 
maintenance. The companies also have been asked to provide 
information about the possibility of designing a next-
generation engine that can take advantage of biofuels. 

The Air Force also has determined that alternative fuels 
weigh less than standard jet fuel. The use of biofuels would 

reduce weight by about 7 percent in big tankers such as the 
KC-10, Mendoza said. 

“All of those things will give us a strategic and tactical 
advantage in the air for air superiority,” Mendoza said. “That’s 
why we want alternative fuels.” 

Ask Navy leaders why they are so interested in biofuels, 
and they will point to the service’s fuel bill for fiscal year 
2012. 

Because of petroleum cost increases, the Navy has to 
cough up about $1 billion more than it expected to pay. The 
extra money will come out of training, readiness and 
sustainment funds, said Tom Hicks, deputy assistant secretary 
of the Navy for energy. 

“We will fly less, we will steam less, we will sustain our 
facilities less, we will push much-needed programs to the 
right,” Hicks said. “That’s unacceptable.” 

A competitive alternative fuels market can offer the Navy 
an escape from volatile oil prices, Hicks said. 

The Pentagon envisions a future where petroleum and 
alternative fuels compete head-to-head for contracts, said 
Jeanne Binder, the lead for alternative fuels and renewable 
energy at the Defense Logistics Agency. She also serves on a 
Pentagon task force that is looking at policy questions 
surrounding the purchase of alternative fuels. 

In the future, the Defense Department won’t be able to 
always pay a premium, but it currently may have to in order to 
advance the effort, Binder said. 

“Patience is key,” she said. “It’s not a Big Bang kind of 
thing.” 

It’s all about investment, Howard said. 
“Thirty years ago microchips were really expensive,” he 

said. “Now, I’ve probably got seven on me right now as we 
speak.” 
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33. SASC: Industry, DoD Not Doing Enough To Counter Counterfeit Parts In Weapons 
(DEFENSE DAILY 22 MAY 12) ... Emelie Rutherford 

Congressional investigators found what they say are fake 
electronics parts on or connected to U.S. weapon systems 
including the P-8A airplane, C-27J aircraft, Stryker vehicle, 
and Terminal High Altitude Area Defense missile. 

The Senate Armed Services Committee (SASC)--which 
launched an offensive against counterfeit parts in Pentagon 
equipment last year--released a new report yesterday detailing 
its discovery of more than 1 million bogus parts, mainly from 
China, in the defense supply chain. 

"Our report outlines how this flood of counterfeit parts, 
overwhelmingly from China, threatens national security, the 
safety of our troops and American jobs," SASC Chairman Carl 
Levin (D-Mich.) said in a statement. 

The committee released the 72-page report just as it is 
preparing to craft its version of the fiscal year 2013 defense 
authorization bill this week. The SASC--armed with 
preliminary findings of the year-long counterfeits 
investigation last year--included language in the FY '12 
authorization act intended to spur the defense industry and 
Pentagon to be more aggressive in avoiding counterfeits and to 
counter weaknesses in the supply chain. 

"As directed by last year's defense authorization bill, the 
Department of Defense and its contractors must attack this 

problem more aggressively, particularly since counterfeiters 
are becoming better at shielding their dangerous fakes from 
detection," SASC Ranking Member John McCain (R-Ariz.) 
said. 

The SASC report yesterday reiterates early assertions that 
China is the main source of fake electronic parts and the 
Chinese government is turning a blind eye to counterfeiting 
operations there. The Chinese government refused to give 
SASC investigators visas last year allowing them to 
investigate those operations in person, to the chagrin of Levin 
and McCain. 

The SASC's investigation found 1,800 cases of suspect 
counterfeit electronics, with the total number of the actual 
parts exceeding 1 million. 

It says Chinese electronic parts supplier Hong Dark 
Electronic Trade supplied roughly 84,000 suspect counterfeit 
electronic parts in the Pentagon supply chain. Those parts 
reached assemblies intended for myriad equipment including 
the Army Stryker Mobile Gun, according to the SASC report. 

The committee also found suspect parts on mission 
computers for the Missile Defense Agency's THAAD missile, 
among other systems. 
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The SASC says the defense industry "routinely failed to 
report cases of suspect counterfeit parts, putting the integrity 
of the defense supply chain at risk." The "vast majority" of the 
roughly 1,800 cases of suspect bogus parts identified "appear 
to have gone unreported" to the Pentagon or criminal 
authorities, it says. 

"For example, in the case of the suspect counterfeit part 
contained in the Navy's P-8A airplane, Boeing failed to notify 
the Navy of the problem until the committee began inquiring 
about the suspect counterfeits," the SASC says. "Similarly, in 
the case of the suspect counterfeit memory chip contained in 
the C-27J, L-3 Communications did not notify the Air Force 
until the day before committee staff was scheduled to meet 
with the Air Force program office responsible for that 
aircraft." 

The Senate panel says many cases are not reported to the 
Pentagon's Government-Industry Data Exchange Program 

(GIDEP), which collected reports about suspected counterfeits 
from government and business officials. 

The SASC concludes that "permitting contractors to 
recover costs incurred as a result of their own failure to detect 
counterfeit electronic parts does not encourage the adoption of 
aggressive counterfeit avoidance and detection programs." 

"Taxpayers should not be burdened with covering the 
costs of a contractor's failure to detect counterfeit electronic 
parts in their own supply chain," it adds. 

The SASC's report includes a series of conclusions, 
including: "The defense industry's reliance on unvetted 
independent distributors to supply electronic parts for critical 
military applications results in unacceptable risks to national 
security and the safety of U.S. military personnel." 

The panel says that weaknesses in companies' testing 
regimes for electronic parts create "vulnerabilities that are 
exploited by counterfeiters." 
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34. Two Smaller Unions Agree Deals With Lockheed 
(REUTERS 20 MAY 12) ... Andrea Shalal-Esa 

Lockheed Martin Corp said on Saturday it had negotiated 
new contracts with two smaller unions at its Fort Worth, Texas 
plant, even as a strike by the larger machinists union stretched 
into a fifth week. 

Lockheed said about 70 members of the International 
Brotherhood of Electrical Workers (IBEW) on Friday ratified 
a new contract that would extend for four years. On Saturday, 
a new five-year contract was approved by 430 members of the 
Office and Professional Employees International Union 
(OPEIU). 

Both agreements take effect on Monday. 
Lockheed said the agreements would help the company 

continue its work on the F-35 Joint Strike Fighter, the 
Pentagon's largest weapons program, the F-16 fighter and 
other programs. 

The company said the contracts each included a $3,000 
ratification bonus, general wage increases, cost of living 
adjustments and a 14 percent boost in future pension benefits. 

The deals also include a defined contribution pension plan 
for new hire employees in lieu of a defined benefit pension 
plan, a retirement account similar to a 401(k). 

That was one of the sticking points in Lockheed's talks 
with the International Association of Machinists and 
Aerospace Workers (IAM), which represents 3,300 of 14,250 
workers at the facility. It has been on strike since April 23. 

The union also represents about 200 workers at Naval Air 
Station Patuxent River in Maryland and 150 at Edwards Air 
Force Base in California. Union and company officials said no 
negotiations were scheduled. 

Fighter Program Pressures 
The strike adds to pressures facing the $397 billion F-35 

Joint Strike Fighter program, restructured three times to cut 
costs and slow development to allow for more testing. The 
program has completed about 20 percent of the testing 
required. 

Lockheed said production, finishing and testing of the F-
35 warplane were continuing despite the strike. 

Lockheed spokesman Joe Stout said the company had 
identified 3,400 salaried employees who could perform tasks 
done by the striking workers, if needed, but he declined to say 
how many of those employees had been activated since the 
strike began. 

That is up from around 2,200 salaried workers who were 
ready to do the union workers' jobs at the start of the strike. 

He said employees filling in on the production line were 
working 10-12 hour days, instead of an 8-hour shift. The plant 
was operating on one shift, instead of two, six days a week. 

But he said the company was beginning to plan for 
resuming a second shift, if needed, to ensure that it was able to 
meet its commitments to the Pentagon and foreign buyers. 

Since the strike began, Lockheed has delivered three short 
takeoff, vertical landing F-35B models to the Pentagon, and 
transferred three F-16 fighters for sale to Morocco, Stout said. 

"We're not at full-scale operations, but we're continuing to 
deliver airplanes, we're continuing to move airplanes to the 
flight line," Stout said. 

The IAM on Friday filed an unfair labor practice charge 
with the National Labor Relations Board over what it called 
"misleading and threatening mail" sent to striking workers. 

The letter was sent to striking workers who have 
outstanding loans with an employee savings plan, which 
permits loans against employee savings. The letter explained 
the consequences of going into default, but did not mention a 
12-month grace period that applies in the event of a strike, the 
union said on its website. 

Lockheed said the letter was part of the normal process 
that occurs when an employee misses a normal payroll 
deduction payment and the grace period did not apply in this 
case. 

"Employees on strike are not considered to be on a 
company-approved leave of absence and therefore the loans 
taken against their 401(k) accounts are governed by the IRS' 
retirement income tax guidelines," Stout said. 
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35. 15 Years After Acquisition Reform 
Buying Commercial in DoD, Part 1 
(FEDERAL NEWS RADIO 21 MAY 12) ... Jared Serbu 

"It's time for the federal government to start running more 
like a business," Rep. William Clinger (R-Penn.) bellowed 
from the well of the House of Representatives in 1995. 

The government contracting process was so arcane, so 
riddled with nonsensical complexities that few firms which 
operated in the day-to-day economy were willing to take the 
time to participate, said Clinger, the House Oversight 
chairman who went on to pass one of several procurement 
reform measures in the 1990s. 

In the mid 1990s, the political mood was ripe for an 
overhaul of government purchasing. The Clinton 
administration was in the midst of its Reinventing 
Government initiative. The White House and lawmakers were 
using infamous tales of the Defense Department buying 
everyday commodities at extravagant prices to foot-stomp the 
need for streamlined buying practices. 

"The age of the $500 hammer and the ashtray you can 
break on David Letterman is gone," President Bill Clinton said 
in his 1995 State of the Union address. 

Two years earlier, Vice President Al Gore had appeared 
on The Late Show to decry what he said was a government 
specification that glass ashtrays be tested for breakage over a 
maple plank to ensure that no more than 35 shards of glass 
broke apart. Protected by the requisite — government-
specified — safety goggles, he and Letterman demonstrated 
the process before a cheering TV audience. 

Even mythological hammers have their uses 
Debates persist over whether the hammer — varying in 

price from $200 to $1,000 depending on which account one 
reads — ever truly existed. But the storyline was sufficiently 
fixed in Americans' minds as a symbol of government waste 
by then that it became a useful explanation for why reform 
was needed. Gore famously gave "golden hammer" awards to 
federal programs who found ways to avoid unnecessary 
spending. 

The push toward simpler buying modeled after 
commercial practices took hold in two major pieces of 
legislation: The 1994 Federal Acquisition Streamlining Act 
and what later became known as the Clinger-Cohen act in 
1996. 

The 1990s reforms told DoD and other agencies that 
wherever possible, the government had to design its 
requirements so that products already on the commercial 
marketplace could do the job. Contracting officers were told to 
conduct market research to find out whether or not this was 
the case. And under a memo Defense Secretary William Perry 
issued in 1994, they would also have to start replacing 
military-specified standards for products with industry-led 
standards. The laws also set up simplified acquisition rules for 
commercial items. 

Since then, DoD's purchases of commercial items have 
skyrocketed, according to numbers in the Federal Procurement 
Data System. 

Watch then-Vice President Al Gore discuss the 
regulations for the purchase of ashtrays or as they were 
known, "ash receivers, tobacco (desk-type)." 

In 1996, DoD executed 475 contracts under the simplified 
commercial item procedures. By fiscal year 2011, commercial 

acquisition procedures were used for almost one-fifth of all the 
contracting dollars DoD obligated — nearly 13 million 
contracts worth almost $75 billion. Since 2005, DoD funds 
spent on those simplified acquisitions have more than doubled. 

With Defense budgets on a downward trajectory, 
acquisition leaders from across the military services say they 
want to rely more on commercial products, not less. 

"We're buying the state-of-the-market rather than state-of-
the-art," said Rear Adm. John Korn, the Coast Guard's chief 
acquisition officer. "We're trying to be non-developmental as 
much as possible. If we can have open systems architecture 
and commercial equipment, it helps us standardize training 
and support and logistics." 

The Army has started looking to commercial vendors to 
fulfill its needs as well. It's now regularly publishing the 
capability gaps that it needs to fill, hoping that industry 
already has a solution that won't require the military to build a 
new system from the ground up. 

Over-The-Top Requirements 
In some cases, that process has forced Army leaders to the 

realization that the requirements they're specifying are way 
over the top. 

In the case of the Nett Warrior program for tactical 
communications, the Army determined by testing the system 
in the hands of soldiers at the twice-annual Network 
Integration Evaluation that it could cancel a many-years-old 
traditional military hardware development program that was 
projected to cost $12,000 per unit and replace it with an off-
the-shelf solution priced at $2,000 instead. 

The commercial replacement was first tested last year and 
is already being fielded. 

Lt. Gen. Susan Lawrence, the Army's chief information 
officer, said at first leaders were mystified by the difference in 
cost and development time. 

"So we started pulling the requirements document out and 
going through it. Lo-and-behold, the display that goes on the 
soldier's arm had to be tested under one meter of water for two 
hours. Think about that. That requirement means we're going 
to have a really cool device and a very dead soldier," she said. 
"That requirement made no sense whatsoever." 

There are other success stories when it comes to 
substituting commercial innovation for what the military 
might otherwise try to design on its own. The Navy says it cut 
its costs to modernize and standardize the information 
technology systems on its ships through the CANES program 
by 44 percent by deciding to rely almost entirely on off-the-
shelf technology. And a 2009 Defense Science Board report 
praised DoD for using the commercially available Boeing 737 
as the basis for the new P-8A maritime surveillance aircraft, 
with some modifications to meet military needs such as aerial 
refueling. 

But that same Defense Science Board report questioned 
how many modifications DoD can order to a commercial 
product before it no longer looks anything like a commercial 
product. 

Defining What Is Commercial 
The study panel found widely diverging definitions and 

acquisition procedures for commercial items across the DoD, 
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and eventually came up with nine different categories of 
products which had been deemed "commercial" across various 
corners of the defense contracting world. 

For example, level one, per the DSB's categorizations, 
was defined as something the Pentagon buys and uses literally 
off-the-shelf without modification. Level two might be a 
commercial product painted Army green. 

Much further down the line, level nine was defined as 
something the Pentagon desires but doesn't even exist yet. 
Nonetheless, the product would be considered "commercial" 
because planners intend for it to be constructed on a 
commercial assembly line at some point. 

The lack of specificity on what counts as a commercial 
product is a huge problem in the Defense Department, said 
Scott Amey, general counsel for the Project on Government 
Oversight. 

"We're not seeing commercial products being sold with 
just minor modifications," he said. "These are major 
modifications, but since they're 'of a type' that can be sold in 
the commercial marketplace, they can get away with it," he 
said. 

The "of a type" phrase in federal acquisition law makes 
the definition of a commercial item far too vague, Amey said. 
If a product or service isn't precisely what's offered in the 
public marketplace, but it's still "commercial of a type," it can 
still qualify for simplified acquisition procedures in which 
vendors don't have to provide DoD with their cost and pricing 
data. 

"There were a lot of questions about the definitions back 
when acquisition reform was coming through in the mid-
1990s, but the biggest problem is the fact that a lot of these are 
sole-source procurements," he said. "Everything back to the 
attempted procurement of the C-17, the C-130J, you name it. 
We've seen too many reports that talk about the 
misclassification of items as commercial when they're truly 
not. When contractors don't have to provide any cost or 
pricing data to the federal government, the government is 
stuck blindly buying at whatever the price the contractor sets 
with very little insight into whether that price is reasonable." 

Abusing The "Of A Type" Label 
This year, DoD sided with watchdog groups and told 

Congress the "of a type" definition has been abused for years 
and asked lawmakers to remove the language from federal law 
entirely. Earlier this month, Shay Assad, the Pentagon's 
director of pricing told vendors that if DoD is the only 
meaningful customer for a product in a sole-source 
procurement, contracting officers are going to demand to see 
cost and pricing data from now on. 

But DoD's purchases of honest-to-goodness commercial 
products have significantly accelerated over the past decade, 
said Dennis Moran, a retired Army major general who now 
works as a vice president at Harris Corp, which sells 
commercial products to the government. 

"Before 9/11, I think the introduction of a commercially 
developed product within the Army would have been very 
difficult," he said. "The requirements process was very rigid, 
and the philosophy was that you had to have a big program of 
record to develop a new capability. And quite frankly, that 
model brought us a lot of success in the Cold War and in the 
first gulf war. But in Iraq and Afghanistan, there was an 
acknowledgement that that kind of model just wasn't going to 
give the warfighter the capability they required. Whether it 
was tactical communications, whether it was body armor, 
whether it was vehicles, whether it was aircraft, I think there 
was an acknowledgement that we could save lives and bring 
success to the battlefield if there was a framework to let 
industry bring capability to the field quickly." 

DOD did that through the creation of a rapid equipping 
force and accelerated acquisitions for urgent wartime needs. 
Moran said the next challenge is going to be establishing 
repeatable, reliable, trustworthy processes for quickly buying 
commercial technologies once the needs aren't so urgent. 

"That's what the agile acquisition process is all about, and 
it's not going to work everywhere," he said. "Is it going to 
work for tactical communications? Absolutely. Is it going to 
work in the acquisition of ships or bombers? Probably not. But 
I think [acting undersecretary of Defense for acquisition, 
technology and logistics] Frank Kendall is trying to figure out 
what's the best way to bring these approaches forward." 

Sidebar: The Defense Science Board, a DoD advisory 
group, compiled a list of definitions for various levels of 
"commercial" buying. 

1. DoD buys product from the original manufacturer 
and uses "as is." 

2. DoD buys product and makes "minor modifications" 
that don't affect functionality, such as painting the 
component a different color. 

3. DoD buys product and makes "significant 
modifications" that affect functionality, such as 
adding armored doors to a vehicle. 

4. DoD buys product from original manufacturer but 
specifies "significant modifications" in the purchase 
agreement which are made prior to delivery to the 
government. 

5. DoD buys product based on existing product but 
replaces subsystems with military-specified parts. 

6. DoD directs manufacturer or system integrator to 
modify prototype to fit needs. 

7. DoD directs manufacturer or system integrator to 
assemble component parts on existing systems into a 
new system. 

8. DoD purchases a product that doesn't yet exist, but 
uses commercial processes in development 

Listen To Audio (RT: 8:51) 
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BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
36. ONR To Showcase Futuristic Technologies At Fleet Week New York 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 21 MAY 12) ... Katherine H. Crawford, Office of Naval Research 

ARLINGTON, Va. -- The Office of Naval Research 
(ONR) is taking some of its hottest technologies and hands-on 

science activities to the city that never sleeps during Fleet 
Week New York May 23-30, a free event open to the public. 
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"This is a great opportunity to connect with others across 
the maritime family and with New Yorkers to show how 
ONR's work is improving their armed forces' capabilities and 
national security," said Chief of Naval Research Rear Adm. 
Matthew Klunder. "We thank New York for showing its 
appreciation to those who serve and honoring the heroes 
who've made the ultimate sacrifice." 

ONR will have exhibits on Piers 86 and 92. At Pier 92, 
ONR is featuring some of its cutting-edge technologies. 
Making its first Fleet Week appearance is the new F/A-18E/F 
Super Hornet flight simulator. Visitors can try piloting a 
virtual F/A-18 featuring newly developed flight control 
software that aids landing aboard aircraft carriers. 

Other featured technologies include: 

 Catapult Capacity Selector Valve Calculator-a 
handheld electronic device with custom software that 
allows flight deck officers to accurately and quickly 
compute the proper catapult setting for aircraft carrier 
launches 

 Fuel Cell Vehicle-this automotive technology runs on 
hydrogen-powered fuel cells rather than a standard 
internal combustion engine, producing zero 
emissions 

 Ground Unmanned Support Surrogate Vehicle-an 
unmanned vehicle designed to re-supply troops, 
reduce the loads carried by Marines and provide an 
immediate means for evacuating combat casualties 

 Improved Flight Deck Uniform-includes new, safer 
head protection; a more durable, quick-drying and 
comfortable jersey; a coat that acts as a flotation 
device in emergencies; and trousers with secure 
pockets and an improved fit 

 Modular Advanced Armed Robotic System-a 
remotely operated unmanned ground vehicle that can 
provide remote targeting and weapons engagement, 
as well as advanced intelligence, surveillance and 
reconnaissance 

 Multiple Weapon Control Sight-an infantry weapon 
fire control unit that mounts to the side of numerous 
weapon systems to provide ballistic fire control with 
a range knob and light-emitting diode (LED) display 
screen 

 Octavia-a mobile, dexterous, social robot that moves 
on wheels and can express humanlike facial 
expressions, gesture with her hands and move objects 

At Pier 86, next to the Intrepid Sea, Air and Space 
Museum, ONR will display two of its project-based 
educational outreach tools: SeaPerch and Physics of Sail. 
Visitors can take part in the SeaPerch national, curriculum-
based STEM education program by "driving" the underwater 
remotely operated vehicle. Physics of Sail gives attendees the 
opportunity to construct boats from aluminum foil, Popsicle 
sticks and paper sails and race them across a pool to test 
construction and design. 

Since 1984, Fleet Week New York has served as the city's 
celebration of the sea services. According to organizers, the 
event provides an opportunity for the citizens of New York 
City and the surrounding area to meet Sailors, Marines and 
Coast Guardsmen and view some of the Navy, Marine Corps 
and Coast Guard's latest capabilities. The event includes 
military demonstrations and displays, as well as tours of some 
participating ships. 
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37. Navy Environment And Energy Programs 'On Location' At New York Fleet Week 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 21 MAY 12) ... Chief of Naval Operations Energy and Environmental Readiness Public Affairs 

WASHINGTON -- The U.S. Navy's Energy and 
Environmental Readiness Division, OPNAV N45, will host 
Navy energy and environmental exhibits in Manhattan from 
23 to 30 May during New York Fleet Week. 

The exhibits will be on Pier 92 and aboard the USS Wasp 
(LHD 1) at Pier 90. 

Visitors to the Pier 92 exhibit can learn about many Navy 
initiatives such as marine mammal protection, waste 
management at sea, and energy conservation. The exhibit 
aboard Wasp will highlight specific environmental systems on 
Navy ships. 

Show-and-tell items such as a plastic waste processor 
disk, a block of crushed cans for recycling, and compressed 
submarine trash will provide real-life examples of how the 
Navy manages waste at sea and on base. EQ Pelican, the 
Navy's environmental quality mascot, will provide free photo 
opportunities for kids and families all week. Free copies of 

Currents, the Navy's energy and environmental magazine, as 
well as posters, worksheets for kids, and other educational 
materials will be available at the exhibits. 

"New York's Fleet Week is a wonderful opportunity for 
Americans to see their Navy up close and personal, and to 
meet the people who proudly serve our country around the 
world," said John Quinn, acting director of OPNAV N45. 
"Our friends in New York will be impressed not only by the 
Navy's combat capability, but also by what Sailors and 
Marines do each day to conserve energy and protect the 
environment." 

Thousands of Sailors, Marine, and Coast Guardsman will 
visit New York during the weeklong event. Six U.S. Navy 
ships, three Coast Guard ships, three coalition ships, and 
various tall ships from across the world will be docked at 
several Manhattan piers and in Brooklyn. 
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38. Hawaii Wave Energy Project Gets $500,000 Boost 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 21 MAY 12) 

HONOLULU - The U.S. Department of Energy is 
providing $500,000 to a project testing wave energy in Oahu's 
Kaneohe Bay. 

Hawaii's congressional delegation said in a news release 
Friday the money will support a pilot project to deploy and 
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test a device that will convert wave energy to electricity. The 
funds will test the technical readiness of the technology. 

Sen. Daniel Akaka says wave energy has great potential 
to be a significant source of power. 

The Navy has been testing a wave energy technology in 
the water off Maine Corps Base Hawaii in Kaneohe Bay for 
about 10 years. 

The Navy hopes to provide wave-produced energy to the 
Marine base in 2014. 
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39. Leap Frogs Kick Off Wounded Warrior Warrior Relay 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 21 MAY 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Fletcher Gibson, U.S. Navy Parachute Team Public 
Affairs 

SAN DIEGO -- Members of the U.S. Navy Parachute 
Demonstration Team, the Leap Frogs, jumped into Rancho 
Bernardo High School May 20 to kick off a 12-hour relay 
marathon designed to raise awareness about wounded veterans 
of the U.S. armed forces. 

The six-man Leap Frog jump team paraded the U.S. flag 
to the national anthem performed by the Rancho Bernardo 
Madrigals before touching down in the school's athletic field 
where the relay would take place. 

"It was a great performance," said Paul Robinson, the 
school's principal. "It reminds us of the tremendous heart and 
skill of our armed forces." 

The relay served as a focal point for the Rancho Bernardo 
community to come together and show their support for the 
nation's wounded warriors. Held in conjunction with "Team 
Red, White and Blue" and "Advocates in Action," the 
marathon featured athletic and educational teams from the 

school as well as members of the surrounding area going the 
distance for the injured veterans among them. 

"When a soldier or sailor is wounded in action, they're 
returned to the States and separated from their unit or their 
ship," said Kathleen Kennedy, the event chairperson. "It's 
really hard for them to leave that brotherhood, and it's up to 
the community to provide what they're missing." 

This was the inaugural event for what many are expecting 
to be an annual community tradition. 

"Mark your calendars for next year," said Robinson to the 
Leap Frogs. "This will get better and better." 

The Leap Frogs next scheduled performance is May 24 at 
Coney Island in New York. 

The Leap Frogs are based in San Diego and perform 
aerial parachute demonstrations in support of Naval Special 
Warfare and Navy recruiting. 
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40. USS Green Bay Sailors Run Namesake City 5K 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 21 MAY 12) ... Communication Specialist 2nd Class Elizabeth Merriam, Commander, U.S. 3rd Fleet Public 
Affairs 

SAN DIEGO -- Sailors and Marines aboard amphibious 
transport dock ship USS Green Bay (LPD 20) ran laps on the 
flight deck May 18, for the crew's 2nd annual participation in 
the Cellcom Green Bay 5K, as the same race took place more 
than 2,000 miles away from ship's namesake city of Green 
Bay, Wisc. 

The crew ran the race a day before the city, as runners in 
Green Bay took to the streets May 19. 

"It is an honor to once again participate in the Cellcom 
Green Bay Marathon weekend by running a joint 5K with the 
City of Green Bay," said Ensign Tim Mahoney from Green 
Bay, who organized the event in 2011 and 2012. "Last year on 
our maiden deployment, we had tremendous involvement 
from our Sailors and Marines. This year we are running the 
5K in our homeport of San Diego, Calif., and it will give our 
Sailors and Marines a well-deserved break as we continue 
preparations for our next deployment." 

"The USS Green Bay 5K is our way of honoring the 
courageous men and women of our Armed Forces who put 
their lives on the line every day," said Sean Ryan, race 

director of the Cellcom Green Bay Marathon. "It's a small 
gesture for the work that they do every day to protect our 
freedom." 

Some runners feel participating in joint events with the 
ship's namesake gives the crew a kindred bond with the city 
most crews don't get. 

"I have never been to Green Bay, but one thing that 
always stands out when talking about the people of Green Bay 
is their spirit," Cmdr. Putnam Browne, Green Bay 
commanding officer said. "I hope with events like this, we can 
further connect with the city to enhance our spirit and esprit de 
corps." 

There was limited room on the flight deck so runners 
were divided into three separate heats. The runners listened to 
a message from the Mayor of Green Bay prior to each race. 

"All of us here in the Green Bay community appreciate 
what you do aboard USS Green Bay," Mayor Jim Schmitt 
said. We wish you well in your 5K we'll do our best here in 
Green Bay for our 5K run. Thanks again for what you're 
doing. God bless you, and go Green Bay!" 
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41. Bremerton Salutes Veterans At Armed Forces Parade 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 21 MAY 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Lawrence Davis, Navy Public Affairs Support 
Element West, Det. Northwest 

BREMERTON, Wash. -- More than 40,000 active-duty 
service members, retirees and civilians gathered to witness the 
64th annual Armed Forces Day Parade in Bremerton, Wash. 
May 19. 

The parade is one of several events during Armed Forces 
Week where the city of Bremeron pays tribute to all veterans 
past and present. 
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"This year's parade had some of the most poignant 
moments with some of the highest of highs going right next to 
the most deepest feelings of respect for those who have made 
the ultimate sacrifice," said Cris Larson, chairman of the 
Armed Foreces Festival in Bremerton. 

More than 140 groups participated in the event including 
active-duty and retired veterans, politicians, business 
representatives and students from the local community. 

Spectators cheered and applauded service members as 
they passed aboard various military vehicles and some 
marched in ranks, hoisting flags. 

Heads turned to the sound of roaring engines as several 
combat veterans paraded in formation on Harley Davidson 
motorcycles. 

Local area school drill teams and marching bands seemed 
to be crowd favorites as the audience clapped and danced to 
their performances. 

"I've been coming to the parade since I was a kid, and I 
love it," said Lynn Farmer, a Bremerton local. "I love how it 

brings everybody together in a worry-free environment full of 
good times and positive memories." 

The crowd rendered salutes and a moment of silence 
during a special part of the parade where a group of service 
members marched holding photos of fallen heroes. 

"It was truly breathtaking and moving to see so much love 
given from the people of Bremerton," said Larson. 

Naval Facilities Engineering Command Northwest's 2011 
Sailor of the Year, Builder 2nd Class Joshua Geddis said the 
parade gives him a sense of justification and pride for his job, 
as he and his family observed in the crowd. 

According to Larson, Bremerton's armed forces parade is 
the longest running parade of its kind in the country. 

"This is great to see the community show their support for 
the military, but more importantly, it's good for everyone to be 
able to come together to enjoy such a wonderful spectacle," 
said Capt. Pete Dawson, commanding officer, Naval Base 
Kitsap. 

The event concluded with a free Heroes Barbecue. 
Return to Index 
 
 

NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
42. Panetta: Care At Lovell Center 'Sacred Responsiblity' 
(LAKE COUNTY (IL) NEWS-SUN 22 MAY 12) ... Dan Moran 

NORTH CHICAGO — Standing in the nation’s first 
facility that combines the medical services of the Navy and the 
Veterans Administration, Defense Secretary Leon Panetta and 
his VA counterpart, Eric Shinseki, outlined their commitments 
Monday to both the ongoing military presence in Afghanistan 
and the care that will be required for those returning from the 
mission. 

“I’m delighted to have the opportunity to join Secretary 
Shinseki on this visit to this very impressive facility that you 
have here,” Panetta said to doctors, administrators and service 
personnel gathered in a lobby at the Capt. James A. Lovell 
Federal Health Care Center. 

“Over the past two days, as many of you know, world 
leaders have gathered in Chicago to affirm our commitment to 
finishing the job right in Afghanistan,” Panetta said. “This 
afternoon, Secretary Shinseki and I are coming together to 
affirm what in many ways is an equally important 
commitment — a commitment to care for and honor those 
who have protected our nation by serving it in uniform.” 

Panetta added that “in order to meet our sacred 
responsibilities to this next greatest generation, we are going 
to have to fully leverage the capabilities and strengths of both 
of our departments, and we must break down the barriers 
between our departments that prevent us from pertaining to 
deliver the highest quality care to those who need it.” 

“Perhaps the biggest obstacle,” he said, “is the lack of a 
shared health-care records system between our two 
departments.” He outlined plans to have a single integrated 
health-record system in place by 2017 that can be accessed at 
any military or VA facility to serve active-duty personnel and 
veterans. 

Asked why the goal for completion has been set for 2017, 
Shinseki said constructing a lifetime electronic record system 
is “a significant challenge” when dealing with “two large and 

robust health care systems — maybe the two largest in the 
world, certainly the largest in this country.” 

Shinseki added that “we’ll go as fast as we can” to finish 
the project “without sacrificing quality or safety.” At one 
point, he deployed a regional axiom to describe the process of 
putting the two departments together at a site like the Lovell 
Center. 

“As they say in Texas, where I’ve spent a little bit of time, 
you can’t wring your hands and roll your sleeves up at the 
same time. You’ve got to choose one or the other,” he said. 
“Between the VA and the DOD, we’ve rolled our sleeves up.” 

Panetta and Shinseki drove up from the NATO summit in 
Chicago for a mid-afternoon tour of the Lovell facilities, a 
portion of the visit that was closed to media. During a brief 
question-and-answer session, Panetta was asked about one of 
the summit weekend’s protests, in which veterans from the 
Iraq and Afghanistan wars tossed aside their service medals. 

“Eric Shinseki served in the military, I served in the 
military, millions of men and women have served this country 
in uniform,” said Panetta, a former Army intelligence officer. 
“Many of them have fought and died for liberties and 
freedoms that we enjoy in this country, and one of those 
liberties and freedoms is the ability to demonstrate. 

“I think, for me, especially in this job, the greatest 
satisfaction I have is that there are men and women who are 
willing every day to put their lives on the line in order to 
protect this country and protect our freedoms,” he added, 
“That’s what we ought to focus on.” 

In a lighter moment, Panetta called attention to a guest 
sitting unobtrusively at the front of the seating area for his 
remarks. 

“By the way, James Lovell is here,” Panetta said, nodding 
toward the retired naval officer and Apollo 13 hero. “It’s kind 
of fun to meet somebody you watched movies about. It’s 
great. It’s a thrill to have him here.” 

Return to Index 
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43. DoD, VA To Launch Joint Electronic Health Record System 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 21 MAY 12) ... Cheryl Pellerin and Army Sgt. 1st Class Tyrone C. Marshall Jr. 

NORTH CHICAGO, Ill. – The Defense and Veterans 
Affairs departments have joined in a unique effort to combine 
their health records in what will become the world’s largest 
electronic system by 2017, the secretaries of both departments 
announced here today. 

Defense Secretary Leon E. Panetta and VA Secretary Eric 
K. Shinseki briefed reporters after a tour of the Capt. James A. 
Lovell Federal Health Care Center, the nation's first fully 
integrated DoD-VA medical facility treating service members, 
veterans, military retirees and dependents. 

“Over the past two days, as many of you know, world 
leaders have gathered in Chicago to affirm our commitment to 
finishing the job right in Afghanistan,” Panetta said. “This 
afternoon, Secretary Shinseki and I are coming together to 
affirm what in many ways is an equally important 
commitment: to care for and honor those who have protected 
our nation by serving it in uniform.” 

The center -- named for retired Navy captain and former 
NASA astronaut Jim Lovell, who was in the audience today -- 
amounts to a proving ground for the DoD-VA joint operating 
concept. It incorporates facilities, services and resources from 
the North Chicago VA Medical Center and the Naval Health 
Clinic Great Lakes. 

“In response to a challenge issued by [President Barack 
Obama] three years ago, DoD and VA have been working 
steadily to increase the amount of health information that's 
shared between our two departments,” Panetta said. 

What Obama envisioned in 2009 was an initiative called 
the virtual lifetime electronic record, or VLER, for the future 
of electronic health data sharing. Since that time, Panetta said, 
the centerpiece of the DoD-VA effort has been an effort to 
build an integrated electronic health record for service 
members and veterans that can be accessed at any DoD and 
VA medical facility. 

Such an integrated electronic health record, or iEHR, is 
“one that is open in architecture and nonproprietary in design 
to expand information sharing, eliminate gaps between our 
two robust health care systems,” Shinseki said. 

“This is key to seamlessness, critical to enhancing quality 
of health care, and essential to controlling costs,” he added. 

“Today,” Panetta said, “I want to affirm that we are fully 
committed to putting this system, which will be the world's 
largest electronic health record system, in place across the 
nation in 2017.” 

The project’s first milestone will come in 2014, the 
defense secretary said. At that time, the departments will field 
initial operating capabilities of the integrated electronic health 
record at test sites in San Antonio and in Hampton Roads, Va., 

where DoD and the VA provide medical care to thousands of 
service members and veterans. 

The iEHR will unify the departments’ now-separate 
legacy electronic health records systems into a common, 
secure system that makes service members’ and veterans’ 
health information available to them throughout their 
lifetimes. 

During a media roundtable held today, experts from DoD 
and VA explained what a difference the new joint electronic 
health records could mean in someone’s daily life. 

“If a service member is seen in a DoD hospital and the 
next week has an appointment in a VA hospital, you’d like all 
of that information to be available to the VA doctor, just like 
they’re being seen in the same hospital,” Roger Baker, VA 
assistant secretary for information and technology, told 
reporters. 

“That really is our concept here,” he said, adding that 
something interesting happened during the first pilot test of a 
nationwide health information network. 

As the first health record was shared between a VA 
facility and a private-sector facility, he said, the private-sector 
doctor said, “I didn’t know the patient had that allergy.” 

“It was an allergy the VA knew about, but that the patient 
hadn’t told his private-sector doctor about, and clearly those 
kinds of allergies can have a tremendous impact on quality of 
care,” Baker said. “That ability to have a more comprehensive 
record can do life-saving things, frankly.” 

In 2014, when the systems are rolled out in San Antonio 
and Hampton Roads, Baker explained, records for patients in 
the VA before then will be as they were. 

“If you’ve recently moved from active service into 
veteran status,” he added, “the most important thing you will 
notice is that your VA doctor has a lot more access to 
information about your previous medical care in DoD than he 
or she may have had in the past.” 

Probably more importantly, he said, doctors will see that 
information side by side with other treatment the patient may 
have had in the VA system, so they’ll have a more complete 
view of the patient’s entire medical history. 

Beth McGrath, a DoD deputy chief management officer, 
said that in Hampton Roads and San Antonio in the 2014 time 
frame, “the clinical capabilities we’re deploying first are 
focused on laboratory and immunizations.” 

Both experts said the Defense Department has sufficient 
funding in its budget for the effort. 

At the news conference, Panetta said implementing and 
testing the new system over a period of years “will help us 
make sure that we are doing it right and that we have time to 
adjust based on experience in the field. 
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44. Newport News Defense Contractor Suspends Flights After Second Crash 
(NEWPORT NEWS DAILY PRESS 21 MAY 12) ... Austin Bogues 

NEWPORT NEWS — Airborne Tactical Advantage 
Company, a Newport News based defense contractor, said it 
has temporarily suspended flights after a second crash 
involving one of its pilots in the past two months. On Friday, 

Thomas "T.C." Bennett, was killed in a plane crash near Naval 
Base Ventura County, Calif. Bennett was 57. 

He was piloting an Mk.58 Hawker Hunter. An 
investigation into the crash is being conducted by the Federal 
Aviation Administration and the National Transportation 
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Safety Board. The company has also launched its own internal 
investigation. 

"We are committed to ensuring we investigate and 
understand the cause of this mishap to prevent further 
incidents, but will first focus all our efforts on the family and 
their well-being," said Jeff Parker, the company's CEO, in a 
statement. 

"No words can express the utter and complete shock the 
company is in, losing two pilots in less than 100 days in 
completely un-related accidents, in different aircraft, in 
different weather conditions and in different locations," Parker 
said. 

In March, an ATAC plane went down in Nevada near 
Fallon Naval Air Station in northern Nevada. The pilot in the 

crash was killed. He was piloting an Israeli F-21 Kfir aircraft. 
Snow and foggy weather conditions were present during the 
March crash. 

On Monday, Matt Bannon, a spokesman for the company 
said he was not concerned there was a larger mechanical issue 
with the company's aircraft. 

"Absolutely not," Bannon said. "They couldn't be more 
different. 

"The first time was 100 percent weather and airtraffic 
control related. This one is a different aircraft we fly," he said, 
referring to Friday's incident. He said the company had 
suspended flight operations, "while we just kind of review 
processes and take a breath." 
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45. Battery Ban Halts Shipping Of Electronics Overseas 
(NAVY TIMES 25 MAY 12) ... Karen Jowers 

New U.S. Postal Service rules banning shipments of 
lithium batteries to and from APO, FPO, DPO and other 
international addresses will make it much more difficult for 
troops, retirees and federal civilians overseas to obtain mobile 
phones, laptops, watches, cameras and other items that use the 
batteries. 

The ban, which took effect May 16, responds to new 
standards developed by the International Civil Aviation 
Organization and the Universal Postal Union. It applies 
regardless of quantity, size or watt hours, and regardless of 
whether the batteries are packed in the devices they’re meant 
to power. 

“To be in compliance with [international] requirements, 
we had to put this prohibition into effect,” said USPS 
spokeswoman Susan McGowan. “I cannot answer the ‘why’ 
question. Once they say there’s a new regulation, we have to 
follow it.” In a statement provided to Military Times on May 
17, the Military Postal Service Agency, which oversees mail 
going to and from military overseas locations, said the new 
international rules ban lithium batteries in mail moving by 
international commercial air. 

“In keeping with these requirements, the USPS and the 
Military Postal Service must [prohibit] the shipment of lithium 
metal or lithium-ion batteries to and from APO, FPO and DPO 
locations,” the statement said. 

What It Means For Customers 
Customers mailing electronic devices with removable 

lithium batteries must remove them before the devices can be 
mailed to or from overseas locations. Electronic equipment 
with nonremovable lithium batteries cannot be mailed, MPSA 
officials said. 

This means that for now, patrons of the military 
exchanges’ online and mail-order catalogs won’t be able to 
order products containing lithium batteries bound for 
international destinations, said Judd Anstey, spokesman for 
the Army and Air Force Exchange Service, which manages 
the catalogs and online store for all the services. 

“The Exchange understands the necessity of these items 
and remains committed to identifying transportation 
solutions,” he said. In 2011, the online store sold $9 million 
worth of products containing lithium batteries through 
www.shopmyexchange.com. 

Brick-and-mortar exchanges overseas don’t use USPS or 
MPSA to transport products, so the ban will not affect 
shipments of products with lithium batteries to those stores. 

Naval Supply Systems Command, which oversees Navy 
postal operations, has issued guidance to the fleet, noting that 
postal clerks have been directed to question patrons and check 
customs labels for declarations of lithium batteries or 
electronic equipment. 

International Safety Concerns 
Lithium batteries have raised safety concerns in recent 

years because of their potential to overheat. The ban appears 
to be tied to changes approved in February by the International 
Civil Aviation Organization’s dangerous goods panel. 

The USPS anticipates that as of Jan. 1, customers will be 
able to mail specific quantities of lithium batteries to and from 
overseas locations if they are properly installed in their 
devices, based on revised rules issued by the panel. 

At press time, USPS officials had no comment on the 
reasons for a ban just 7½ months before a partial rollback is 
expected. 

But George Kerchner, executive director of the 
Rechargeable Battery Association, said the issue goes back to 
2007, when the USPS issued rules authorizing lithium 
batteries to be shipped to overseas addresses, including APO, 
FPO and DPO. 

“That was actually inconsistent with UPU conventions 
and ICAO technical instructions,” he said. 

Last year and again this year, the UPU asked the ICAO to 
amend the rules to allow lithium batteries to be shipped by 
mail under certain restrictions. Those changes were approved, 
but with an effective date of next January. 

Meanwhile, the USPS became concerned about its own 
looser rules that it had followed since 2007 and decided to 
immediately get in line with the ICAO revised technical policy 
that bans such items until January, Kerchner said. That 
concern may have been spurred, at least in part, by a law 
signed by President Obama in February requiring the U.S. 
Transportation Department to line up its regulations on lithium 
batteries with ICAO policy. 

John Couch, owner of ShipitAPO, which specializes in re-
shipping items to troops overseas from vendors who refuse to 
ship to APO/FPO addresses, said the whole situation is a 
“shocker.” “It seems like this decision was made in a 
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vacuum,” he said. “I haven’t seen any discussion about it. It 
was a shock to us, and it’s going to be an even bigger shock to 
the troops.” 

Other Options 
FedEx will continue to accept consumer electronics 

containing lithium batteries of less than 100 watts for 
shipment overseas, said spokeswoman Sally Davenport. 

But the company can’t ship to APO or FPO addresses, 
only to specific locations — for example, a specific battalion 
at Bagram Air Base, she said. 

Details on shipping lithium items are on FedEx’s website 
at 
http://images.fedex.com/us/packaging/guides/BatteryShipment
s_fxcom.pdf. 

Davenport acknowledged that this shipping method is 
more expensive than USPS; the FedEx website has a 
calculator that can estimate rates based on destination. 

DHL spokesman Robert Mintz said his company can 
accept and handle lithium battery shipments subject to the 
regulations, if the shipments have been properly labeled and 
prepared and are sent by preapproved customers with DHL 
accounts. 

But as with FedEx, DHL can’t ship to APO or FPO 
addresses. DHL must have the name of the base, city, country, 
additional identifying information such as building number or 
barracks number, a contact name and phone number, and if 
possible, an email address. 

A rough estimate of the bookrate charge of sending a 3-
pound laptop from Seattle to Germany is $116.56, Mintz said, 
and a rough estimate from Seattle to Afghanistan is $148.53. 

Couch estimates half the packages he ships contain 
electronics, with most likely containing lithium batteries. 

“What doesn’t use lithium batteries these days?” he said. 
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46. Veterans Excited To See USS Iowa In New Home 
Many who served in World War II have helped with restoration of massive battleship 
(CEDAR RAPIDS (IA) GAZETTE 20 MAY 12) ... Mark Carlson 

From the moment the Navy approved a plan to turn the 
USS Iowa into an interactive museum, veterans from around 
the nation who served on the battleship have been flocking to 
California to help with the massive restoration project. 

“Iowans are interested in seeing the ship saved, and they 
should be,” said John Wolfinbarger, 87, who served on the 
Iowa during WWII. “This ship is named after that state.” 

The restoration, which carries a price tag of up to $12 
million, got under way shortly after the ship was moved from 
the “ghost fleet” of Suisun Bay to Richmond, Calif., in 
October. 

Wolfinbarger has spent more than a dozen weekends on 
the Iowa while it has been docked at the Port of Richmond, 
where the first leg of the project is nearing completion. During 
weekend tours, Wolfinbarger served as the ship historian. 

“One weekend more than 3,000 people came aboard,” he 
said. “People want to see it.” 

On Sunday, the ship will be towed to the Los Angeles 
area. It will officially open to the public in San Pedro Bay in 
early July. 

When the ship is towed into San Pedro Bay, three flags 
will by flying from her mast: The American flag, the 
California state flag and the Iowa state flag. 

While the Navy still owns the vessel, the Pacific 
Battleship Center (PBC) will run, possess and maintain the 
ship. The PBC is a nonprofit organization established in 2009. 

“It’s exciting, it’s stressful, it’s pretty much 
perseverance,” said Robert Kent, president of the PBC. “We 
run into blocks pretty much on a weekly basis, but we just 
punch through them and keep going.” 

In February, Gov. Terry Branstad signed a bill pledging 
$3 million in state money for the project. The money has 
helped fund contract work, which has included a range of 
things, from painting to a massive deck replacement project. 
The appropriation also funded supplies for USS Iowa veterans 
who have returned to volunteer for the restoration. 

“We could have never done it without the state of Iowa,” 
said Michael McEnteggart, who served on the ship from 1985-
89. “So thank you, thank you very much.” 

McEnteggart, 46, of New York, has spent the last three 
months in northern California, where he helps with various 
projects. 

“I left everything, I put my stuff in storage, kissed my 
girlfriend goodbye, said goodbye to my friends and family and 
drove across the country,” he said. “We’re so thankful to the 
state of Iowa, and we’d bring the ship to Iowa if we could.” 

Fundraisers are only halfway to their goal of $10 million 
to $12 million. Jeff Lamberti, a lead fundraiser for the project 
and the former president of the Iowa Senate, said he expects 
the fight for funding will continue for another couple years. 

“We have enough to get it to L.A. and to get it open,” he 
said. “Eventually we’d like to open as many as five different 
(onboard) tours.” 

Iowa’s multimillion-dollar allocation has been the single 
largest investment into the project. As a thank you, the PBC is 
offering Iowans a free boarding pass simply by showing a 
valid state ID. 

“It’s a really cool way to say thank you to the state of 
Iowa,” Kent said. 

A final reopening ceremony has been set for the USS 
Iowa on July 4. The ceremony will coincide with the ship’s 
annual veterans reunion. A handful of local USS Iowa 
veterans are expected to travel to Los Angeles for the 
festivities. 

“We bought (airline) tickets for my father’s 80th 
birthday,” said Chuck Cavanaugh of Cedar Rapids, who plans 
to visit the ship for the first time alongside his Dad. “It is 
going to be surreal to stand next to my Dad on the ship he was 
on.” 

Melvin Rhodes, 86, a Korean War veteran who served on 
the ship from 1951-53, said he plans to attend the event with 
his wife. 

“There’s a lot of guys that were really anxious to get it 
saved and as a museum,” said Rhodes, also of Cedar Rapids. 
“It’s always fun to see those guys.” 

Dave Way, tour manager for the PBC, said the 
organization knows veterans like Rhodes have been keeping a 
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close eye on their progress, something that is positive and 
uplifting for the organization. 

“All of us have a giant love for this particular class of 
battleship and a gigantic appreciation for what the Navy has 
done for our country,” Way said. “We’re very committed for 
doing the best for the ship and the best in remembering all the 
crews.” 

Despite numerous inquiries from Iowans, Lamberti said 
there is no way the Mississippi River could handle the Iowa. 

“We just can’t, it’s too big. It’s three football fields long,” 
Lamberti said. “We can’t get it to Iowa and we want the world 
to see the USS Iowa.” 

View Gallery (13 Photos) 
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OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
47. HASC Bill Shows GOP Stuck In Cold War; Reduce SSBN-X, Nukes 
(AOL DEFENSE 21 MAY 12) ... Robert Gard and Kingston Reif 

There is broad bipartisan agreement that few national 
security issues are as critical as how to deal with America's 
crippling debt. This means we should spend scarce dollars on 
the weapons we need for current threats and not on programs 
with diminishing strategic relevance. 

Republicans on the House Armed Services Committee, 
however, apparently are still stuck in the Cold War. 

Last week the House passed an annual bill authorizing 
spending on U.S. national defense activities that includes 
hundreds of millions of dollars in unneeded funding for 
nuclear weapons programs that U.S. military leaders did not 
ask for and House appropriators do not support. In addition, 
the legislation includes provisions that would restrict and 
perhaps even block the Pentagon's ability to implement the 
New Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty (START) if Congress 
doesn't approve this unnecessary spending. 

New START, which entered into force in February 2011 
with bipartisan support, calls for modest reductions in the size 
of U.S. and Russian deployed nuclear forces. If written into 
law, constraints on New START implementation will infringe 
on the Pentagon's ability to meet the treaty limits in the most 
cost-effective manner, perhaps even causing the United States 
to miss the treaty's 2018 implementation deadline, which 
could prompt Russia to rethink its own commitment to the 
treaty. 

Why risk undermining an agreement that makes America 
safer? According to House Strategic Forces Subcommittee 
Chairman Rep. Michael Turner, the required reductions are 
not in the U.S. interest because the Obama administration's 
fiscal year 2013 budget request for nuclear weapons programs 
of the National Nuclear Security Administration (NNSA) and 
the Pentagon does not comport with a ten-year funding plan 
authored two years ago when the Senate was debating New 
START. 

The committee's legislation adds more than $320 million 
in spending on the nuclear weapons complex and seeks to 
reverse the administration's five-year deferral of construction 
of the Chemistry and Metallurgy Research Replacement 
Nuclear Facility, a new plutonium facility scheduled to be 
built at Los Alamos. It also includes additional funding and 
legislative constraints to ensure that the Navy retains no fewer 
than twelve submarines. 

Yet New START should not be held hostage to 
predetermined levels of funding regardless of the current 
economic environment or the availability of less expensive 
alternatives. What matters is whether the United States is 

funding the capabilities necessary to maintain the health of the 
nuclear stockpile. Even with the fiscal limitations imposed by 
the bipartisan Budget Control Act, the 2013 budget request for 
NNSA weapons activities is an increase of $363 million, or 5 
percent, above last year's level – more than enough to maintain 
a safe, secure, and effective arsenal. 

In fact, the cuts to this account that the Republicans are 
now decrying not only began before the Budget Control Act 
was even negotiated; they were spearheaded by the 
Republican-led House appropriations committee. The trend 
continued this year: In April the committee funded these 
activities at the administration's requested level. 

While Republicans on the House Armed Services 
Committee ignored the Budget Control Act constraints in 
increasing nuclear weapons spending, military leaders argue 
that this spending is unaffordable and not needed now. For 
example, the five-year deferral of the Los Alamos plutonium 
facility will not compromise the maintenance of the stockpile 
as essential plutonium missions can be performed for less 
money by the existing complex. 

Requiring the Navy to maintain no fewer than 12 nuclear 
ballistic missile submarines would rob it of the ability to 
maintain and field its forces in a manner best-suited to the 
future security and economic environments. The Navy's 
budget request delays by two years plans to build 12 new 
submarines (SSBN-X), which will result in a force of 10 boats 
during part of the 2030s. The Pentagon believes the delay is 
manageable and necessary to put the replacement program on 
a more stable and predictable footing. House defense 
appropriators appear to agree, as they did not increase funding 
for the new submarine above the budget request. 

The United States can maintain its security and that of its 
allies with a much smaller number of nuclear weapons. As 
former Vice Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Gen. James 
Cartwright stated recently: "Our current arsenal does not 
address the threats of the 21st century." 

As the defense bill moves through Congress, we urge 
lawmakers to protect U.S. national security by ensuring that 
U.S. nuclear policy and spending is driven by strategic needs 
and affordability, not the inertia of partisan politics and a Cold 
War-era mindset. 

Robert Gard, former executive assistant to two secretaries 
of defense, is chairman of the Center for Arms Control and 
Non Proliferation. Kingston Reif is the center's director of 
nuclear non proliferation. 
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48. Sink The Law Of The Sea Treaty 
(WASHINGTON TIMES 22 MAY 12) ... Ed Feulner 

Want the United States to gain legal access to the vast 
amount of oil and natural gas in the underwater extended 
continental shelf? Get LOST - specifically, the U.N. 
Convention on the Law of the Sea Treaty (LOST). 

The Obama administration wants the Senate to act on the 
treaty, which has been around since 1982. Sen. John Kerry, 
Massachusetts Democrat, will be holding a series of hearings, 
beginning Wednesday, to make the case for LOST. 

According to its advocates, we need LOST for a variety 
of reasons. One of them concerns the oil and gas resources 
located in the outer limits of our continental shelf. The treaty’s 
proponents say we can obtain legal title to it only by signing 
on to the treaty. 

“If the United States does not ratify this treaty, our ability 
to claim the vast extended continental shelf off Alaska will be 
seriously impeded,” said Sen. Richard G. Lugar, Indiana 
Republican. 

Without LOST, we are told, we will not be able to 
develop the hydrocarbon resources beneath the extended 
continental shelf in areas such as the Gulf of Mexico and the 
Arctic Ocean. 

Sounds pretty dire and, at a time of fluctuating prices for 
gasoline and other forms of energy, alarming. Fortunately, it’s 
not true. 

Under international law and long-standing U.S. policy, we 
already have access to these areas. Presidents dating back to 
Harry Truman have issued proclamations - and Congress has 
passed laws - establishing America’s maritime laws and 
boundaries. And no one has challenged them. 

Perhaps LOST’s proponents would like this to change. 
They tend to be fans of superfluous international agreements 
and frequently back policies that would tie the hands of the 
U.S. and prevent us from acting in our own interests. But the 
fact remains that their claim about LOST being necessary to 
obtain legal title to the oil and gas under the extended 
continental shelf is pure fiction. 

A big part of the reason this matters is that a lot of money 
is at stake. It is hard to say exactly how much hydrocarbon 
deposits there are beneath the extended continental shelf, but 
according to the ECS Task Force, “Given the size of the U.S. 

continental shelf, the resources we find there may be worth 
many billions, if not trillions, of dollars.” 

Forgoing such a treasure is not the only way that the 
United States could lose out financially under LOST. 
Environmental activists are high on the treaty, too. That is 
because they anticipate suing the U.S., if it joins LOST, to 
force America to adopt the radical climate-change agenda they 
have been unsuccessful at imposing. So far, at least. 

Climate-change alarmists have tried again and again in 
recent years to secure an international agreement. In Denmark, 
Mexico and South Africa, they have tried to come up with a 
legally binding climate-change pact. Considering what an 
economic wrecking ball such an agreement would represent to 
the U.S. and its allies, we can be glad they failed. But now 
they think they have found a solution: LOST. 

Groups such as Greenpeace would love a chance to make 
the U.S. pay in international court. And that is just what we 
would do under the U.S. Convention on the Law of the Sea - 
pay. 

“In addition to needlessly exposing itself to baseless 
environmental lawsuits,” writes The Heritage Foundation’s 
Steve Groves, an expert on LOST, “the United States would 
be required to transfer billions of dollars in oil and gas 
royalties … to the International Seabed Authority for 
redistribution to the developing world.” 

What does this mean? In short, it means that the United 
Nations will have an independent source of income, courtesy 
of the United States. 

So who has Sen. Kerry invited to testify at his hearings? 
Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton, Secretary of 
Defense Leon E. Panetta and Gen. Martin Dempsey, chairman 
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. All of them are proponents of the 
treaty. So do not expect to hear a word about any of its many 
drawbacks. 

LOST amounts to little more than an expensive power 
grab by America’s detractors worldwide. President Reagan 
was right to reject it 30 years ago. The U.S. Senate should do 
the same thing today. 

Ed Feulner is president of the Heritage Foundation. 
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49. Another Foreign Policy Battle In The Presidential Election 
(WASHINGTON TIMES 22 MAY 12) ... Frank J. Gaffney Jr. 

This week, the Obama administration will roll out its big 
guns in support of President Obama’s latest assault on 
American sovereignty and security interests: the U.N. Law of 
the Sea Treaty (better known as LOST). 

Of course, when Secretary of State Hillary Rodham 
Clinton, Secretary of Defense Leon E. Panetta and Chairman 
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Gen. Martin Dempsey appear 
before the Senate Foreign Relations Committee on 
Wednesday, they will appear to be talking about another 
accord altogether - one that strengthens our sovereignty and is 
deemed by the U.S. military to be essential to our security. 

So which is it? 
The proponents are hoping that senators on and off the 

Foreign Relations Committee will do what they did during 
what passed for their chamber’s consideration of the New 

START Treaty in 2010: take the administration’s word for it, 
be impressed by the pro-treaty testimonials and lobbying of an 
array of former eminences and special interests, and largely 
dispense with the serious scrutiny and check-and-balance 
vetting the framers had in mind when they entrusted to the 
Senate the constitutional responsibility to advise and consent 
to treaties. 

If, on the other hand, the members of the U.S. Senate 
trouble themselves to study, or at least read, the text of the 
Law of the Sea Treaty, they would immediately see it for what 
it really is: a diplomatic dinosaur, a throwback to a bygone era 
when U.N. negotiations were dominated by communists of the 
Soviet Union and their fellow travelers in the Third World. 

These adversaries’ agenda was transparent and wholly 
inimical to American equities. They sought to establish control 
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over 70 percent of the world’s surface, create an international 
governing institution that would serve as a model for bringing 
nation states like ours to heel and redistribute the planet’s 
wealth and technology from the developed world to 
themselves. LOST codifies such arrangements and would 
subject us to mandatory dispute resolution to enforce them via 
stacked-deck adjudication panels. 

Fortunately, even if senators are disinclined to go to 
school on what the Law of the Sea Treaty entails - and why it 
cannot possibly serve even the parochial interests of the U.S. 
Navy or oil and gas industries whose willfully blind support 
will be much in evidence in the ratification campaign ahead - 
others are doing their homework. Such efforts are likely to 
make the timing of the Obama administration’s current quest, 
shall we say, most inopportune. 

First, Dick Morris and his wife, Eileen McGann, have just 
published an important new book that addresses, among other 
outrages, LOST as a prime example of the title: “Screwed! 
How Foreign Countries Are Ripping Off America and 
Plundering Our Economy - and How Our Leaders Help Them 
Do It.” In addition to his proven track record as a best-selling 
author, Mr. Morris‘ regular appearances on Fox News ensure 
that millions who might otherwise be unaware of what is afoot 
will be on notice and on guard. That markedly improves the 
chances that those who might try to slip such an assault on our 
sovereignty through in the dark of night will be challenged 
and held accountable. 

Second, Glenn Beck - whose predicted demise as an 
influential broadcaster with his departure from Fox has 
proven, thankfully, to be premature - did yeoman work 
educating the American people about LOST in 2007, the last 
time a push was made to ensnare us in this accord. In his new 
and wildly successful reincarnation as a pioneer of Internet 
subscription-based television, Mr. Beck stands to be even 
more effective in connecting the dots for his audience and 
engaging them in opposing LOST. 

Third, theaters nationwide will begin showing a 
documentary by Ami Horowitz called “U N Me” on June 1 
that uses Michael Moore-style humor and intrepid camera 
work to lay waste to the United Nations as a corrupt, self-
dealing, incompetent and fundamentally anti-American 
institution. It is hard to believe that anyone who sees this film 
will want to entrust any more resources, legitimacy or 
responsibility to such an organization - or to its subsidiaries 
like LOST’s International Seabed Authority, the Orwellian-
named “Enterprise,” the Law of the Sea Tribunal, the 
Commission on the Limits of the Continental Shelf, etc. 

As it happens, even before such important forces are 
brought fully to bear in opposition to Team Obama’s bid to 
ram through the Senate this “constitution of the oceans,” the 
ratification bandwagon hit something of a roadblock. At the 
initiative of freshman Rep. John J. Duncan Jr., Tennessee 
Republican, and Rep. Jim Jordan, Ohio Republican, who 
chairs the House Republican Study Committee, the House of 
Representatives on Friday voted 229-193 to bar millions of 
dollars the administration had sought to contribute to the 
funding of LOST organizations. This is the first time either 
chamber has formally voted in opposition to this agreement 
and is a salutary shot across the bow of its proponents. 

There is, of course, one other factor that should prove 
problematic in terms of the timing of Mr. Obama’s effort to 
foist LOST on the American people - it comes amid an 
election in which his presumptive Republican opponent, Mitt 
Romney, is no fan of this accord. According to an October 
2007 report, a spokesman declared “Governor Romney has 
concerns with the Law of the Sea Treaty. He believes giving 
unaccountable international institutions more power is a 
serious problem.” 

Amen. 
Frank J. Gaffney Jr. is president of the Center for 

Security Policy. 
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50. End The Battery Ban 
(NAVY TIMES 25 MAY 12) ... Editorial 

The hundreds of thousands of troops, federal civilians, 
retirees and family members based outside the U.S. recently 
got a rude jolt. 

With virtually no notice, the U.S. Postal Service on May 
16 began enforcing an international ban on the mailing of 
lithium batteries to or from any overseas address — including 
all military APO and FPO sites. Fears that the batteries can 
overheat and even catch fire drove the ban. 

Lithium batteries provide the power that makes most 
personal electronics devices work: laptops, iPods and iPads, 
cellphones, digital cameras, you name it. 

For the military, the impact is enormous: Troops overseas 
can’t order electronics through online or mail-order retailers 
— including military exchanges — and relatives can’t send 
such items through the mail as gifts. 

Oddly, the issue seems to be a short-term kerfuffle. Under 
new global rules, the ban is supposed to ease Jan. 1, when 
people will again be able to mail specific quantities of lithium 
batteries to and from overseas locations. 

So, why the need for a total ban for just seven months? 
The fact is, military postal patrons could — and should — 

be exempted. Once in the confines of the military system, 
APO/FPO mail doesn’t leave those confines until it reaches 
the addressee. 

Unlike the USPS, which must deliver mail to foreign 
carriers and thus live up to international treaties, the military 
system is insular. It should not have to follow the same rules. 

Whatever changes are planned for Jan. 1 can be put into 
place now for the military system. This seven-month ban is 
nothing but an inconvenience — and an avoidable one, at that. 
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BBLLOOGGSS::  
51. EXCERPTS FROM BLOGS AROUND THE WORLD 
(PUBLISHED 18 – 21 MAY 12) 

 
Our Reality by ADM J.C. Harvey, Jr. from Fleet 

Forces Command Blog, May 17 
When I took command of Fleet Forces in July 2009, one 

of my first actions was to conduct an All-Hands call with my 
staff to inform them that we were entering a period of great 
challenge and sustained uncertainty. I told them I believed we 
were headed for permanent whitewater; that is, an 
environment in which our overall defense budget would very 
likely decrease, while our costs to own and operate the Fleet 
would likely continue to increase. 

When you consider the environment we’re in today – our 
decreasing defense budget, looming sequestration cuts and 
increasing demand for our forces around the world – I believe 
we have indeed entered that permanent whitewater. And we’re 
in it at a time when we have an unprecedented percentage of 
the Fleet routinely forward deployed in a variety of “hot 
spots” around the world. While we have no idea yet when this 
whitewater will end (I believe we’re just getting started), we 
can be sure the demand for our forward-deployed Navy will 
not slacken one bit. 

Now, I’ve served through several of these fiscal 
“downturns” over the course of my 39 year career. I was 
commissioned in 1973 during a particularly turbulent time for 
our nation. The public discontent with the war in Vietnam was 
very high (and taking its toll on our Navy), our nation was 
sharply divided on just about every national issue, we were on 
the cusp of a recession that would affect our nation (and our 
Navy) for the rest of the decade and the defense budget had 
dropped by about 25% over the previous five years. In many 
ways, it was a perfect storm of fiscal and social chaos. We 
faced similar challenges in the immediate post-Cold War 
period of the 1990s when our defense budgets steadily 
declined for nearly a decade (the “peace” dividend) and our 
Navy took a “procurement holiday,” the impact of which we 
are still feeling today. 

Each of these down cycles and turbulent periods posed 
their own unique set of challenges to our Navy, but they 
provide us with lessons that we can apply to our own situation 
today. I want to share with you some of the important lessons I 
learned during those times that I believe apply to everyone in 
the Fleet today, regardless of where you are in the chain-of-
command or your community warfare specialty. 

First, this is our reality and we must accept it. This 
whitewater and all the churn that comes with it is not going 
away anytime soon. The world is not going to settle down so 
we can take a “training time-out” and figure out how we’re 
going to deal with our new fiscal and operational environment. 
And we don’t have the option (nor do we want it!) of simply 
packing up and walking away when the times are tough. Now 
is the time to be thinking about how we’re going to adapt to an 
increasingly austere future in an increasingly volatile world. If 
we continue to operate under the “business as usual” mindset, 
we will fail. I can assure you that whatever our future looks 
like, it will not simply be business as usual. 

Second, we must make the tough decisions that the times 
demand of us and own the consequences of those decisions. 
Fewer resources brings competing priorities. I wrote here over 

two years ago that in an environment with declining resources, 
there are things that we inevitably will not be able to do (ref: 
do less, but not less well). While our overall operational 
demand shows no sign of slowing down, fiscal discipline 
demands that we prioritize requirements and make the 
required decisions about how we will meet our missions. This 
area is not one in which we can simply stick our heads in the 
sand and hope for the best. Hope is never an acceptable 
strategy in our line of work. Hoping for a result means you’ve 
lost control of the situation or your ability to influence the 
outcome. We live with the consequences of our decisions, not 
our hopes. 

Third, take ownership of your responsibilities. If you see 
a problem, be part of the solution. I talked earlier this year 
about BMC Pici and how he and his team took ownership of 
Corrosion Control on USS WINSTON S. CHURCHILL. 
BMC Pici had engaged the entire ship and created an 
environment in which every member of the crew was 
responsible for some aspect of corrosion control and 
prevention, just like every member of the crew is expected to 
have fundamental DC skills. And when given the opportunity, 
he took a chance and told me he needed paint floats because 
there weren’t any available (a problem RADM Dave Thomas 
and I promptly fixed). BMC Pici took ownership of his 
responsibilities and did what he felt he needed to do in order 
to ensure his team had the tools they needed to do their jobs – 
just like I want every Sailor in the Fleet to take ownership of 
their program, division, department, and command. 

Finally, don’t lose sight of why we’re here. My job and 
commitment to our Sailors is to give them the tools, training 
and time they need to deploy confident in their ability to carry 
out their assigned missions. If you work at Fleet Forces, then 
your job should contribute in some way to this mission (i.e. 
providing Forces ready for tasking). We’ve reached a point 
where we all need to take a hard look at the many tasks we do 
each day and ask ourselves how it contributes to our mission. 
And we need to make the decisions (see previous paragraph) 
to stop spending resources on endless churn that has no clear 
benefit to our Sailors or our mission. We’re here to ensure our 
Sailors have what they need to get the job done. Period. 

Many of the challenges we face every day are not 
exclusive to rank. Whether you’re a Flag Officer commanding 
a strike group or a Fire Controlman manning a weapons 
console in a DDG, your feedback on how we address our 
challenges is important. That’s why I’ve maintained this blog 
and fostered an open discussion up and down the chain-of-
command for the three years I’ve been in command of Fleet 
Forces. At the end of the day, the onus is on us to take 
ownership of the Fleet and ensure we remain the Ready, 
Responsive, and Relevant force our nation needs. 

 
Deployment + 18: A few words from the MTF 

Commanding Officer by Capt. Tim Hinman from Pacific 
Partnership 2012 Blog, May 19 

U.S. Navy Capt. Tim Hinman is Commanding Officer, 
USNS Mercy Medical Treatment Facility. 

The journey continues. We left San Diego a little more 
than two weeks ago and now, are a day from Guam. 
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Numerous people comment to me in the passage ways and 
mess decks about their amazement at the expanse of ocean and 
shear distance we are now from our homes. 

The expanse of distance is exemplified each day as we 
make incremental progress toward the farthest outpost of the 
U.S., the American territory where Navy Medicine’s day 
begins … in Guam. 

Daily we continue to come together as a team, 
appreciating the differences and similarities in culture between 
partner nations, civilians and even between the different 
military services, which will ultimately allow the very noble 
accomplishment of delivering health care. We will arrive in 
Guam bonded after hard work, training, preparation, 
community ship activities and many beautiful sunsets. 

In Guam we will receive our final complement of 
personnel to the Hospital and will add over 300 medical 
professionals to our current ranks. This will include most of 
our Partner Nation and Non Governmental Organizations 
participants. We will then make our way to our first mission 
stop, Indonesia, which may be our most complicated because 
of all the moving parts. 

Instead of anchoring or maintaining a solitary location we 
will be constantly on the go. Our plan is to have opening 
ceremonies in Manado, then steam to three other islands in 
northern Sulawesi where PP12 teams will simultaneously 
work side-by-side with Indonesian professionals to provide 
health care at various, medical civil action projects, 
“MEDCAPs,” where physicians, dentists and optometrists will 
work to provide care for the local population. 

At the same time, Surgical Operations will be occurring 
onboard USNS MERCY, some will be routine – but others 
will be life changing. We have also planned some very unique 
activities, such as an international ophthalmology conference 
with experts from around the world discussing best practices 
and performing surgery together via a video teleconference 
onboard the Mercy and local hospitals. 

A disaster relief symposium is also being coordinated 
highlighting Indonesian governmental professionals, PP 
Military and Indonesian Military. Our spirits are high in 
anticipation of the first mission site, and without question, the 
work before us will be rewarding; but more importantly, it will 
be meaningful to those we are privileged to serve. 

Broadcast Clip - Pacific Partnership 2012 Helo Det. 
(HSC-21) Flys Over Wake Island 

(YOUTUBE 19 MAY 12) U.S. Navy 
Helicopter Sea Combat Squadron 21 (HSC-21), the 

"Blackjacks," flew over the historic Wake Island while 
transiting aboard USNS Mercy (T-AH 19) in support of 
Pacific Partnership 2012. 

View Clip (RT: 3:12) 
 
Pics of the Day: On a Boat! By John Reed From 

DefenseTech, May 18 
So remember how Chief of Naval Operations Adm. 

Jonathan Greenert announced in March that he was sending 
four Avenger-class minesweepers (technically they’re called 
mine countermeasures ships) to the Persian Gulf, just to “be 
sure … that we are ready” in case Iran tried anything weird 
aimed at cutting off a massive quantity of the world’s oil 
shipments. 

One question we didn’t ask was; how will the 224-foot 
long minesweepers get there to the Gulf from their homeport 
of San Diego? 

Like many I assumed they’d steam there. Nope, the 
Avengers (like that reference?) are being shipped there from 
the Port of Long Beach, Calif., aboard the massive ship, Tern; 
a semi-submersible transport vessel that is designed to haul 
mammoth pieces of oceangoing gear, like ships or parts of 
offshore oil rigs, around the world. The Tern, operated by a 
company called Dockwise, looks like a cross between a cargo 
freighter and a barge and, as you can see in the pic above, 
she’s carrying the four minesweepers to the Gulf. 

Ok, time for a random question; what’s the coolest feature 
of the Avengers class ships? They’re wooden hulled. 
Seriously, the ships have wooden hulls that are coated in 
fiberglass, this reduced the likelihood that they’ll set off 
magnetic mines and gives them the ability to absorb the 
energy of a nearby explosion. Pretty damn cool. 

View Gallery (5 Photos) 
 
Fact-Checking Battleship: Could We Really Revive 

the “Mighty Mo”? by Forrest Wickman from BrowBeat 
(Slate), May 21 

Spoilers for the movie Battleship ahead. 
What’s the expiration date on a World War II warship? 

That’s a question raised by the surprising third act in Peter 
Berg’s new naval actioner Battleship. Desperate for another 
ship to complete their one last job, our heroes turn to the 
World War II battleship the USS Missouri, which has been 
docked under their noses all along—and start it back up with 
the help of a few veterans of the Greatest Generation. 

We decided to ask the folks from the Missouri Memorial: 
If faced with such a situation, could we really revive the 
“Mighty Mo”? 

Sure, but it would take about 1,500 men, a boatload of 
fresh fuel, and a pretty serious restocking of ammo. Well, that 
or a tugboat. The USS Missouri was finally retired in 1992 
and turned from a warship into a museum—just like the one in 
the movie. Today, it stays docked in Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, 
where there is no crew at the ready, nor any ammo or fuel on 
board. 

The USS Missouri was built with four steam turbines and 
eight Babcock and Wilcox boilers on board, but, as the staff at 
the Missouri museum told us, these engines have not been 
used to power or propel the ship since 1992. In fact, the 
onetime sovereign of the sea now gets its electricity from the 
shore. On the rare occasions when the USS Missouri does sail 
the high seas, such as to travel for restoration and repair, it’s 
usually towed by a tugboat. The production of the movie 
Battleship was able to capitalize on one such move, at which 
time Berg and his crew filmed the ship in action (without 
showing the tugboat). 

If fully reloaded and refueled, the ship could become 
quite a bit more mighty than depicted in Battleship. This is 
because the Missouri, though it was initially decommissioned 
after the Korean War, was reactivated by President Ronald 
Reagan in the 1980s, and then served in the first Iraq War. 
During this time it was equipped with eight new armored box 
launchers for Tomahawk cruise missiles, and four quadruple 
canister launchers for 16 anti-ship Harpoon Missiles—
weapons much more high-tech than the 16-inch gun turrets 
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used in the film. All the Tomahawk launchers and Harpoon 
canisters remain on board (though they’re all without 
missiles). 

There may be a few old salts out there happy to lend a 
hand to resuscitate the ship—some of the movie’s veterans 
were played by actual veterans, including at least one Korean 
war vet and a World War II veteran in his 90s. But a savvier 
admiral would recruit those who served on the ship in the 
1980s or during Desert Storm, who would have a better 
knowledge of the ship’s modern accoutrements (and might be 
bit more spritely besides). A curator for the museum assured 
Slate that such a crew, “would certainly be able to man and 
operate the USS Missouri or teach active-service Sailors how 
to operate their battleship, if required to do so.” 

 
Grilling: Sailors, Friends, Family… Be Aware by 

David Nelson from Navy Live, May 21 
David Nelson, of the Naval Safety Center, is back with a 

message you hear every year… but we care enough to share 
with you. Please do the same for those you care about. 

Brisket, barbecue chicken, hickory-smoked salmon… 
whatever you crave on the grill, chances are Memorial Day 
weekend is when you (if not already) will make a go at 
creating it (for some of you with varying success.) Regardless 
of your talent when wearing “the grill master” chef hat, there 
will be some of you who will do something worse than burn a 
perfect rack of ribs. You will burn yourself. 

Every time I’m around a barbecue grill, I’m reminded 
why I’m not a vegetarian. But reading mishap reports has 
given me a new respect for the downside of flame, propane 
and charcoal starter. Too many Sailors use too much starter, or 
the wrong kind, or ignore gas leaks, and then have their faces 
in the middle of the resulting fireball. The result: a ruined 
cookout and painful injuries. During the past five years, 
commands have reported 49 burn-related mishaps involving 
grills. Victims spent a total of 71 days in hospitals, lost 384 
work days and spent 470 days on light duty. 

Some pointers: 

 Read the grill manufacturer’s instructions. They are 
your best source of precautions and troubleshooting. 

 Keep your grill at least 10 feet away from siding, 
decks and railings. Keep it out from under eaves and 
overhanging branches. 

 High-risk times are when you first use a grill that has 
been left idle or just after you refill and reattach the 
LP gas container. 

 If you smell gas while cooking, get away from the 
grill and call the fire department and remember 
general fire safety. 

 Don’t add starter fluid when coals or kindling have 
already been ignited. 

 Be careful while handling raw meat. 

And never use gasoline to get the fire going. There’s a 
reason why the Friday Funnies refers to it as “The Idiot’s 
Friend.” 

For more information, check out the Naval Safety 
Center’s 2012 Summer Safety Resources. 

 

James D. Hornfischer's Five Navy Reads from Navy 
Professional Reading Program Blog, May 20 

Author James D. Hornfischer sent us five picks, all 
focusing on “Warfighting First,” the first tenet of CNO Adm. 
Greenert’s “Sailing Directions.” The author of Ship of Ghosts 
and The Last Stand of the Tin Can Sailors, as well as 
Neptune's Inferno, Hornfischer, who was involved “one way 
or another” in helping these books get published, is a 
recipient of the Samuel Eliot Morison Award for Naval 
Literature. 

The following books may be of interest to your readers: 
“Enterprise: America's Fightingest Ship and the Men Who 

Helped Win World War II” by Barrett Tillman. 
As the nuclear-powered USS Enterprise CVN-65 prepares 

for deactivation and decommissioning, naval aviation historian 
Barrett Tillman opens the book anew on the ship's legendary 
World War II forebear: the seventh carrier Enterprise, whose 
crew fought her from Pearl Harbor to Okinawa, earning 
twenty battle stars along the way. If a single ship can tell the 
story of the Pacific War, the old CV-6 was that ship. Tillman 
tells the story better than anyone. 

“Battleground Pacific: A Marine Rifleman's Combat 
Odyssey in K/3/5” by Sterling Mace with Nick Allen. 

Since HBO aired the miniseries The Pacific there's been 
an explosion of excellent memoirs by World War II-era 
Marines. Mr. Mace, who enlisted in 1942, served as a rifleman 
in Company K, 3rd Battalion, 5th Marines, fighting at Peleliu 
and Okinawa. You haven't seen the war clearly until you've 
seen it through his unsentimental eyes. 

“Outlaw Platoon: Heroes, Renegades, Infidels, and the 
Brotherhood of War in Afghanistan” by Sean Parnell with 
John Bruning. 

The story of this much-decorated 10th Mountain Division 
platoon during their 14-month deployment to eastern 
Afghanistan in 2006 is very relevant to Navy readers at a time 
when our NSW operators, corpsmen, EOD techs, pilots and 
many others are deeply involved in the war against terrorism 
in that forsaken place. Parnell's platoon took 80 percent 
casualties fighting formidably talented enemy light infantry, 
and his book brings you right into their desperate situation. 

“Neptune's Inferno: The U.S. Navy at Guadalcanal” by 
James D. Hornfischer. 

If you serve in our surface-warfare fleet and marvel at the 
fighting spirit of the best warfighters around you, you might 
want to know where that spirit came from. At Guadalcanal, in 
seven major naval actions from August to November of 1942, 
our peacetime black-shoe fleet transformed itself into a world-
beater. You will not soon forget the stories of men like Rear 
Admirals Norman Scott, Daniel Callaghan, or Willis Lee -- or 
countless bluejackets who helped seize Imperial Japan's crown 
as masters of nighttime surface warfare. 

“Service: A Navy SEAL at War” by Marcus Luttrell. 
The "Lone Survivor" returns with a powerfully drawn 

story of modern warfare and the brotherhood of all those who 
serve. The book follows the legendary SEAL back to war after 
Operation Redwing -- this time to Ramadi, Iraq, as SEAL 
Team 5 takes on Al Qaeda and other insurgents in the most 
violent city in the Middle East. Marcus gives tribute to all the 
warfighters who helped his teammates get the upper hand in 
2006, before the "Surge." 
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YOUR Navy Operating Forward from Navy Live, May 21 
Right now your Navy is 100% on watch around the globe 

helping to preserve the American way of life. Whether it be 
operating and training in the waters off the coast of Virginia or 
forward deployed to the South China Sea, the flexibility and 
presence provided by our U.S. naval forces provides national 
leaders with great options for protecting and maintaining our 
national security and interests around the world. The imagery 
below highlights the Navy’s ability to provide those options 
by operating forward. 

 Sailors and Marines man the rails of the newest San 
Antonio-class amphibious transport dock ship USS 
San Diego (LPD 22) during the commissioning 
ceremony. 

 Marines show Congolese service members aboard 
High-Speed Vessel Swift (HSV 2) how to deploy a 
magnum spike tire-deflation device. 

 An MH-60S Sea Hawk helicopter assigned to 
Helicopter Sea Combat Squadron (HSC 22) takes off 
from the amphibious transport dock ship USS New 
York (LPD 21). 

 Pilots assigned to the U.S. Navy Flight 
Demonstration Squadron, the Blue Angels, perform a 
line abreast loop maneuver. 

 The guided-missile destroyer USS Porter (DDG 78) 
transits the Strait of Hormuz. 

 The Military Sealift Command hospital ship USNS 
Mercy (T-AH 19), lead vessel for Pacific Partnership 
2012, transits the Pacific Ocean. 

 An E-2C Hawkeye from the Bluetails of Carrier 
Airborne Early Warning Squadron (VAW) 121 
launches from the flight deck of Nimitz-class aircraft 
carrier USS Dwight D. Eisenhower (CVN 69). 

 The Arleigh Burke-class guided-missile destroyer 
USS McCampbell (DDG 85) departs Fleet Activities 
Yokosuka. 

View Gallery (8 Photos) 
Broadcast Clip – Interview With Adm. Cecil Haney 
(YOUTUBE 18 MAY 12) U.S. Pacific Fleet 
From the May 2012 edition of "Inside NPS," the Naval 

Post Graduate School's monthly video news magazine. 
View Clip (RT: 11:04) 
Broadcast Clip - USS Enterprise (CVN 65) Jet Shop 

Story 
(YOUTUBE 21 MAY 12) U.S Navy 
A U.S. Navy Sailor, assigned to the USS Enterprise (CVN 

65) Jet Shop, discusses his job. 
View Clip (RT: 0:36) 
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On This Day In The Navy: 
1962: President John F. Kennedy orders surface blockade (quarantine) of Cuba to prevent Soviet offensive weapons from 
reaching Cuba during the Cuban Missile Crisis. 

  
TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. U.S., Israel Begin Military Exercise 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 22 OCT 12) ... Joshua Mitnick 

TEL AVIV—The U.S. and Israeli militaries on Sunday began their largest-ever joint exercise to practice integrating defense 
systems in case of massive missile attacks on the Jewish state, bolstering efforts to deter possible strikes by Iran and its allies. 

 
2. U.S. and Iran Deny Plan for Nuclear Talks 
(NEW YORK TIMES 2 OCT 12) ... Brian Knowlton and Thomas Erdbrink 

WASHINGTON — The question of whether the United States should seek to engage Iran in one-on-one talks on its nuclear 
program joined the likely topics for Monday’s final presidential debate as supporters of President Obama and Mitt Romney jousted on 
Sunday over the issue.  

 
3. Ingalls Christens America, U.S. Navy Assault Ship In Pascagoula 
(BILOXI SUN HERALD 20 OCT 12) ... Leighanne Lockhart 

PASCAGOULA -- Ingalls Shipbuilding christened the LHA-6 America -- the first U.S. Navy amphibious assault ship of its class 
-- Saturday in Pascagoula. 

 

MMIIDDEEAASSTT::  
4. The Iran Talks Gambit 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 22 OCT 12) 

Someone seems to be playing politics with national security.'This is my last election. After my election I have more flexibility." 
That's what President Obama was overheard telling then Russian President Dmitry Medvedev in March on an open microphone when 
he thought he was speaking privately. The exchange is worth recalling with the weekend story that the White House has agreed "in 
principle" to a bilateral meeting with Iran on its nuclear weapons program—after the election. 

 
5. The Illicit Pipeline To Iran 
An Austrian who stays a step ahead of the U.S. is accused of being part of a global maze of suppliers.By 
Shashank Bengali 
(LOSA ANGELES TIMES 22 OCT 12) 

WASHINGTON -- Austrian-born Daniel Frosch was only 23 when U.S. officials first realized that he had become a small but 
important cog in Iran's illicit weapons programs. 

 
6. Jordan Disrupts Major Al-Qaeda Terrorist Plot 
(WASHINGTON POST 21 OCT 12) ... Joby Warrick and Taylor Luck 

Authorities in Jordan have disrupted a major terrorist plot by al-Qaeda-linked operatives to launch near-simultaneous attacks on 
multiple civilian and government targets, reportedly including the U.S. Embassy in the capital, Amman, Western and Middle Eastern 
officials said Sunday. 

 
7. Israeli Forces Clash With Hamas, Kill Two Gunmen In Gaza Foray 
(REUTERS 22 OCT 12) 

Israeli forces killed two Palestinian militants during an incursion in the northern Gaza Strip on Monday that touched off clashes 
with gunmen from the governing Hamas movement, local officials said. 
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8. Bombs Hit Syria During Visit From Peace Envoy 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 22 OCT 12) ... Sam Dagher 

Two blasts in Syria hit predominantly Christian areas in the capital Damascus and the most populous city Aleppo on Sunday as 
President Bashar al-Assad met with special peace envoy Lakhdar Brahimi. 

 
9. After 11 Years Of War, Al-Qaida In Afghanistan Is Smaller But Trying To Mount A Comeback 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 22 OCT 12) 

KABUL, Afghanistan — A diminished but resilient al-Qaida, whose 9/11 attacks drew America into its longest war, is attempting 
a comeback in Afghanistan’s mountainous east even as U.S. and allied forces wind down their combat mission and concede a small 
but steady toehold to the terrorist group. 

 

AASSIIAA  ––  PPAACCIIFFIICC::  
10. Many Urge Next Leader of China to Liberalize 
(NEW YORK TIMES 21 OCT 12) ... Edward Wong and Jonathon Ansfield 

BEIJING — After it was leaked that Xi Jinping, the man anointed to be the next Communist Party chief of China, had met in 
private with a well-known supporter of political liberalization, the capital’s elite began to buzz about the import of the encounter. 

 
11. Okinawa Governor Heads For Washington To Protest Rape Case 
(KYODO NEWS 21 OCT 12) 

NARITA, Japan -- Okinawa Gov. Hirokazu Nakaima left for Washington on Sunday, amid growing anger over the alleged rape 
of a woman by two U.S. servicemen on the Japanese southern island. 

 
12. Okinawa Assembly Voices 'Burning Resentment' Over Rape 
(KYODO 22 OCT 12) 

NAHA, Japan -- The Okinawa prefectural assembly on Monday unanimously adopted a resolution to express "burning 
resentment" against Tokyo and Washington over the alleged rape last week of a woman by two U.S. sailors. 

 
13. Philippines, Australia Naval Drills Begin 
(THE PHILIPPINE STAR 22 OCT 12) 

MANILA -- The naval forces of the Philippines and Australia kick off today the Lumbas 2012, an annual military exercises that 
aims to enhance the troops’ maritime security capabilities. 

 
14. Phuket: U.S. Navy To Conduct 100th Community Service Project  
(PHUKET NEWS 22 OCT 12) 

PHUKET -- With today’s (October 22) return of the USS Peleliu to Phuket, the U.S. Navies will be performing its 100th 
Community Service Project in the greater Phuket area. 

 

PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
15. 1.7% Pay Raise  
Troops, retirees get a boost, despite budget uncertainty 
(NAVY TIMES 29 OCT 12) ... Rick Maze  

Active-duty troops, reserve-component members and military retirees will get a 1.7 percent pay boost at the end of the year in a 
rare confluence of separate pay formulas. 

 
16. Poll: Jobs Top Issue For Military 
(POLITICO 21 OCT 12) ... Kevin Cirilli 

As GOP presidential candidate Mitt Romney and President Barack Obama prepare for Monday’s foreign policy debate, a new 
poll shows that members of the armed forces view veterans’ unemployment as their top concern, and a majority think the country is 
headed in the wrong direction. 

 

FFLLEEEETT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
17. Navy Suffers Third Collision In 5 Months  
Could op tempo be to blame? 
(NAVY TIMES 29 OCT 12) ... Sam Fellman  

When an attack submarine and a cruiser collided during training in the waters off Florida on Oct. 13, it marked a troubling turn 
for the force: the first time the fleet had seen three ship collisions within a six-month period since 2000. 
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SSUURRFFAACCEE  FFLLEEEETT::  
18. LCS Sailors Learn The Art Of Multi-Tasking  
Littoral combat ship Sailors hold down multiple jobs at a demanding pace 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 21 OCT 12) ... Jeanette Steele 

Hey, Sailor, what’s your job on the ship? If the vessel is the Fort Worth, the U.S. Navy’s third and newest littoral combat ship, the 
answer may be: Which job?  

 
19. New Robots For Ships  
Firefighting humanoid will seek and extinguish fires onboard 
(NAVY TIMES 29 OCT 12) ... Jacqueline Klimas  

Damage controlmen aboard Navy ships could be getting a new tool to fight fires — a humanlike robot named ASH. 
 

AAIIRRCCRRAAFFTT  CCAARRRRIIEERRSS::  
20. Pilot Reporter Gets Firsthand Look At Life On Truman 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 21 OCT 12) ... Mike Hixenbaugh 

My head feels cloudy. Thirty minutes before, I had strapped myself into a rear-facing seat of a cargo plane for the ride of a 
lifetime. 

 
21. USS Enterprise Makes Final Port Stop In Naples, Italy 
(STARS AND STRIPES 22 OCT 12) ... Christina Silva 

ABOARD THE USS ENTERPRISE — Since its deployment during the Cuban missile crisis in 1962, the USS Enterprise has 
seen conflicts ranging from the war in Vietnam to those in Bosnia-Herzegovina and Afghanistan. After more than 50 years at sea, the 
USS Enterprise is headed home from deployment for the last time. 

 
22. Enterprise And Nimitz-Class Carriers Won't Be Museums 
(DAILY PRESS (NEWPORT NEWS, VA) 21 OCT 12) ... Michael Welles Shapiro 

NEWPORT NEWS, Va. — A group of Navy veterans want to preserve the USS Enterprise's history, but it appears they'll be 
doing it without the ship itself. 

 

SSUUBBMMAARRIINNEESS::  
23. Strategic Deterrence, New Ship At Core Of Sub Force’s Future 
(NAVY TIMES 29 OCT 12) ... Sam Fellman  

Submarine brass gathered to discuss the state of their force in mid-October, reiterating priorities as they grapple with what looks 
to be a shrinking pot of defense dollars in the future. Their top priority is building the next-generation ballistic-missile submarine 
during the decade of the 2020s. 

 
24. Indian, U.S. Navies To Undertake Submarine Rescue Operations Deep Underwater 
(TIMES OF INDIA 22 OCT 12) ... Rajat Pandit 

NEW DELHI -- If an Indian submarine gets "disabled'' deep underwater, the sailors are sunk since the country has only 
rudimentary submarine rescue facilities. Now, in a unique and complex endeavour, Indian and U.S. Navies have come together to 
practice the rescue of "trapped'' submariners from deep under the sea.  

 

AALLLLIIEEDD  NNAAVVIIEESS::  
25. French Navy Seeks Support For New Patrol Vessel 
(DEFENSE NEWS 20 OCT 12) ... Pierre Tran 

PARIS — The French Navy is hoping a heightened awareness of the sea’s importance in global economics and politics will win 
support for buying a new generation of offshore patrol vessels (OPVs), even as the fiscal outlook darkens. 

 
26. Argentina Evacuating Navy Ship Seized In Ghana 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 21 OCT 12) ... Michael Warren 

Argentina announced the immediate evacuation Saturday of about 300 crew members from the ARA Libertad, a navy training 
ship seized in Africa nearly three weeks ago as collateral for unpaid bonds dating from the South American nation's economic crisis a 
decade ago. 
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27. Argentine Ship Seized In Port. Can It Happen To The U.S.? 
(NAVY TIMES 29 OCT 12) ... Chris Cavas 

The U.S. Coast Guard’s Eagle, a huge and graceful training ship, is seized in Hong Kong by Chinese forces, whose government 
claims legal authority to do so based upon the $1.2 trillion debt America owes the Communist nation. 

 

TTEECCHHNNOOLLOOGGYY::  
28. U.S. Cyber Experts: Deterrence Not Enough 
(DEFENSE NEWS 21 OCT 12) ... Zachary Fryer-Biggs 

The U.S. Defense Department’s new cyber defense mantra — deterrence — is poised to help prevent attacks easily attributable to 
nation-states. 

 
29. New Navy Training On Guiding Ships Goes Virtual 
(10 NEWS ABC SAN DIEGO 20 OCT 12) ... Michael Chen 

SAN DIEGO - New technology playing out at a San Diego base comes amid several recent collisions of Navy ships.  
 

IINNFFRRAASSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  IINNSSTTAALLLLAATTIIOONNSS::  
30. Panetta: Even With Cuts, Area To Be Key To Defense 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 20 OCT 12) ... Bill Bartel 

NORFOLK -- Secretary of Defense Leon Panetta assured Hampton Roads business and military leaders Friday that, even with 
Pentagon spending cutbacks, the region will continue to play a major role in the nation's defense strategy. 

 

CCOOMMMMEENNTTAARRYY::  
31. More Problems In Okinawa 
(JAPAN TIMES 21 OCT 12) 

Another allegation of rape by American servicemen in Okinawa on Tuesday has reignited anti-U.S. protests by Okinawans and 
resentment throughout Japan. Okinawa Gov. Kazuhiro Nakaima called for more severe measures than in the past. Defense Minister 
Satoshi Morimoto noted the severity of the allegation. Vice Foreign Minister Shuji Kira lodged a protest with U.S. Ambassador John 
Roos, who promised cooperation and renewed effort "to earn the trust of the Okinawan people and the people of Japan." 

 
32. A Lesson In Restraint: What China Tells Us About Iran 
(WASHINGTON POST 21 OCT 12) ... Michael Lumbers 

How is an American president to handle an ideological, seemingly irrational adversary that may be on the cusp of acquiring 
nuclear weapons even as it continues to stir up trouble in a region pivotal to U.S. interests? 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. U.S., Israel Begin Military Exercise 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 22 OCT 12) ... Joshua Mitnick 

TEL AVIV—The U.S. and Israeli militaries on Sunday 
began their largest-ever joint exercise to practice integrating 
defense systems in case of massive missile attacks on the 
Jewish state, bolstering efforts to deter possible strikes by Iran 
and its allies. 

Dubbed "Austere Challenge 12," the drill highlights the 
allies' close military ties despite months of public bickering 
between the White House and Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu over how to block Tehran's nuclear program, 
Israeli analysts said. 

"It offsets the image of a rift between the U.S. and Israel," 
said Gerald Steinberg, a political-science professor at Bar Ilan 
University. "It shows that while there are differences of 
opinion, there's still significant defense cooperation." 

The U.S.-Israel friction peaked several weeks ago when 
Mr. Netanyahu and top administration officials engaged in a 
series of pointed exchanges over whether or not to establish a 
"red line'' that would trigger military action. 

That spat has spilled into the U.S. presidential campaign, 
with Republican candidate Mitt Romney seizing on the 
dispute to attack the Obama administration's foreign policy as 
aimed at distancing Israel from the U.S. The White House 
rejects that claim, and has countered that President Barack 
Obama has raised security cooperation with Israel to 
unprecedented levels. Those arguments are likely to be 
revisited in Monday's debate over foreign policy. 

U.S. and Israeli military officials have tried to play down 
political and geopolitical interpretations of the timing of the 
exercise. When the exercise was delayed this year at Israel's 
request, it stoked speculation that the move was intended to 
reduce tensions spurred by speculation about an Israeli attack. 

Lt. Gen. Craig Franklin, commander of the Third Air 
Force and regional defense commander for European 

command, said last week that the drill is unrelated to the 
election or regional tensions. 

"There is no particular message. It's to prove the 
defensive capabilities for Israel," he said. 

Nevertheless, the possibility of a counterattack on the 
Jewish state by Tehran and its Hamas and Hezbollah allies in 
response to an Israeli strike against nuclear targets in Iran 
figures to be the most immediate and likely threat Israel faces. 

Iran denies Western accusations that it is developing a 
nuclear weapon, and says its nuclear program is for civilian 
use. Nonetheless, its leaders have vowed an all-out retaliation 
against Israel if it is attacked. 

The exercise simulates a multifront war with several high-
tempo salvos aimed at Israeli targets, ranging from long range 
ballistic missiles to mortars, said U.S. and Israeli generals. 

The three-week drill, which is costing the U.S. $30 
million, includes more than 3,500 U.S. soldiers—including 
1,000 in Israel—the deployment of Patriot missile batteries 
and a ship with an Aegis ballistic-missile radar system. On the 
Israeli side, the exercise will include its Arrow and Iron Dome 
missile-defense systems. 

The exercise, the sixth large-scale drill between the allies 
since 2000, signals to Iran that an attack on Israel would 
involve drawing the U.S. into a conflict, a possibility that may 
prompt leaders there to think twice, said experts. The last 
large-scale joint exercise, known as Juniper Cobra, was held in 
2010. 

"I don't expect that the Iranians would rush off to widen in 
the confrontation and bring in the U.S.," said Mark Heller, a 
fellow at the Institute for National Security Studies, a think 
tank at Tel Aviv University. "The presence of U.S. soldiers on 
the ground in Israel might restrain them and make them more 
inclined to look for targets elsewhere." 

 
Return to Index 
 

2. U.S. and Iran Deny Plan for Nuclear Talks 
(NEW YORK TIMES 2 OCT 12) ... Brian Knowlton and Thomas Erdbrink 

WASHINGTON — The question of whether the United 
States should seek to engage Iran in one-on-one talks on its 
nuclear program joined the likely topics for Monday’s final 
presidential debate as supporters of President Obama and Mitt 
Romney jousted on Sunday over the issue.  

The prospect of such talks was raised in an article 
published over the weekend by The New York Times that said 
Iran and the United States had agreed in principle to direct 
talks after the presidential election.  

On Saturday, the White House denied that a final 
agreement on direct talks had been reached, while saying that 
it remained open to such contacts. On Sunday, the Iranian 
Foreign Ministry dismissed the report.  

But if the report proved to be true, said a supporter of Mr. 
Romney, the Republican candidate, Iran’s motives should be 
seriously questioned.  

“I hope we don’t take the bait,” Senator Lindsey Graham, 
Republican of South Carolina, said on “Fox News Sunday.” “I 

think this is a ploy by the Iranians” to buy time for their 
nuclear program and divide the international coalition, he said.  

A supporter of Mr. Obama, Senator Richard J. Durbin, 
Democrat of Illinois, said on the same program that the tough 
international sanctions the president helped marshal against 
Iran might be bearing fruit exactly as hoped, forcing Iran to 
blink.  

“This month of October, the currency in Iran has declined 
40 percent in value,” Mr. Durbin, a member of the Foreign 
Relations Committee, said. “There is unrest in the streets of 
Tehran, and the leaders in Iran are feeling it. That’s exactly 
what we wanted the sanctions program to do.”  

The Times, citing unnamed senior Obama administration 
officials, reported over the weekend that after secret 
exchanges, American and Iranian officials had agreed in 
principle to hold one-on-one negotiations between the nations, 
which have not had official diplomatic relations since the 1979 
Islamic Revolution in Iran.  
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Iran’s foreign minister, Ali Akbar Salehi, denied on 
Sunday that any direct talks had been scheduled. “We do not 
have anything such as talks with the United States,” he told 
the semiofficial Fars news agency.  

Mr. Salehi predicted that there would be a new round of 
talks in November with the five permanent members of the 
United Nations Security Council — including the United 
States — and Germany, but said that “there is no fixed date 
yet.” Several rounds of such talks have failed to produce a 
breakthrough. The United States and its partners say Iran’s 
nuclear program is aimed at producing a weapon, but Iran says 
the program is for peaceful purposes.  

Weighing in on the topic from Israel, Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu said Sunday that although he did not 
know whether the United States and Iran had discussed the 
possibility of direct negotiations, “very sharp sanctions and a 
credible military option” were the best means to halt Tehran’s 
nuclear program. He said Iran had used earlier multinational 
talks “to drag its feet and to gain time” to advance its weapons 
program.  

In the past, Iran’s president, Mahmoud Ahmadinejad, and 
members of his inner circle have floated the idea of re-
establishing some diplomatic contacts with the United States.  

But while Mr. Ahmadinejad is the public face of the 
Iranian government, Iran’s supreme leader, Ayatollah Ali 

Khamenei, is the only Iranian leader with the authority to 
approve direct negotiations with the United States.  

According to an Obama administration official, an 
understanding on direct talks was reached with senior Iranian 
officials who report to Ayatollah Khamenei.  

But Iranian analysts suggested that if there had there been 
any behind-the-scenes negotiations, the ayatollah would have 
publicly hinted of a change in his stance.  

“Instead, he has done nothing but strongly denounce all 
ideas of any compromise in the nuclear case,” said Abbas 
Abdi, a former politician critical of Mr. Ahmadinejad.  

That stance leaves little space for diplomatic 
maneuvering, Mr. Abdi said, adding that negotiations with the 
United States could only weaken the ayatollah’s position.  

“Direct talks with our archenemy would be a disgrace for 
those who support him, and create more leverage for his 
opponents to criticize him.” Mr. Abdi said.  

Amir Mohebbian, a foreign affairs analyst whose writings 
are published on Ayatollah Khamenei’s official Web site, 
denounced any idea of direct talks.  

“The Obama administration is clearly very eager to 
convince the U.S. voters that their sanctions are working,” Mr. 
Mohebbian said. “But as long as the U.S. makes threats and 
creates sanctions against us, no negotiations will be endorsed 
by our supreme leader.”  
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3. Ingalls Christens America, U.S. Navy Assault Ship In Pascagoula 
(BILOXI SUN HERALD 20 OCT 12) ... Leighanne Lockhart 

PASCAGOULA -- Ingalls Shipbuilding christened the 
LHA-6 America -- the first U.S. Navy amphibious assault ship 
of its class -- Saturday in Pascagoula. 

Among those present were U.S. Representative Steven 
Palazzo, ship sponsor Lynne Pace, U.S. Marine Corps 
commandant Gen. James Amos, U.S. Navy Adm. Mark 
Ferguson, Ingalls Shipbuilding President Irwin Edenzon and 
Huntington Ingalls Industries President and CEO Mike 
Petters. 

The ritual of ship christenings is a 4,000-year-old 
tradition, and for more than a century throughout the world, 
women have traditionally christened ships. 

Lynne Pace is the wife of retired U.S. Marine Corps Gen. 
Peter Pace, former chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. She 
has been a Marine Corps spouse for more than 40 years, 
focusing on supporting military families and improving their 
quality of life. 

The ceremony opened with a performance by The Liberty 
Belles singing patriotic songs before a responsive crowd. 
Sixteen-year-old Abigail Osteen of Ocean Springs sang the 
national anthem. 

"This ship, where ever it sails, will represent the ideals 
our Founding Fathers laid out in the Declaration of 
Independence -- 'Life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness,'" 
Petters said. 

Petters said there is still debate today over the cost and 
size of the U.S. Navy, and many would argue the need to 
deploy American ships all over the world is increasing. 

"We build ships to help accomplish missions of the 
future, and most of those missions are unknown today," he 
said. 

"Ingalls shipbuilders take pride in their work and the fact 
that this ship is not only named America, but it is made in 
America." 

Palazzo said, "Building these ships is worth every dollar 
of defense investment, period. That is why we will continue to 
build the most capable warships the world has ever seen right 
here in Mississippi." 

Pace thanked the people whose "hard work went into 
building this ship," and then proceeded to christen the 
America by smashing a champagne bottle on its bow. 

LHA-6 America is the first and largest of the Navy's 
America-class amphibious assault ships. The aviation 
capabilities of these warfare ships have been improved with 
enlarged hangar decks; realignment and expansion of the 
aviation maintenance facilities; more available storage space; 
and increased fuel capacity. 

America will have a crew of 65 officers and 994 enlisted 
men and women. It weighs about 45,000 tons, is nearly three 
football fields long and 20 stories high with two acres of flight 
deck. 

Return to Index 
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MMIIDDEEAASSTT::  
4. The Iran Talks Gambit 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 22 OCT 12) 

Someone seems to be playing politics with national 
security.'This is my last election. After my election I have 
more flexibility." That's what President Obama was overheard 
telling then Russian President Dmitry Medvedev in March on 
an open microphone when he thought he was speaking 
privately. The exchange is worth recalling with the weekend 
story that the White House has agreed "in principle" to a 
bilateral meeting with Iran on its nuclear weapons program—
after the election. 

A White House spokesman immediately denied the New 
York Times report "that the United States and Iran have 
agreed to one-on-one talks or any meeting after the American 
elections." But he added that "we continue to work" with other 
nations "on a diplomatic solution and have said from the 
outset that we would be prepared to meet bilaterally." 

We'll go with the New York Times on this one. Someone 
senior clearly was bragging about the one-on-one deal, and 
probably because the source or sources thought it would help 
Mr. Obama. The timing also is suspicious coming before 
Monday's foreign-policy debate, and while the White House is 
on defense about its security failures in Benghazi. The Times's 
dispatch treated the news as a diplomatic breakthrough that 
could make Mr. Obama look like a peacemaker and put Mitt 
Romney on the spot. The safe bet is that something is going on 
that the President hopes to unveil formally after the election. 

As with so much else about Mr. Obama's second-term 
agenda, the question is why he won't elaborate before 
November 6. On taxes and spending, Mr. Obama doesn't want 
to say because he knows more of the same economic policies 
aren't popular. 

As for foreign policy, he's going to be under increasing 
pressure from around the world to intervene in Syria as that 
country's rebellion threatens to become a regional war. A top 
Lebanese security official, a Sunni who supported the Syrian 
rebels, was assassinated by a bomb on Friday. Turkey has 
stopped Syrian flights from crossing into its airspace, and the 
two countries are engaged in cross-border shelling. Taking 
action on Syria before the election would interfere with Mr. 
Obama's political narrative that "the tide of war is receding," 
but after Election Day he'll have more "flexibility." 

Regarding Iran, Mr. Obama has offered to hold direct 
talks with Iran for four years to no avail. It's hard to believe 

that Ayatollah Khamenei has had a sudden change of heart. 
Most likely, the bow to diplomacy is another attempt to buy 
more time so Iran can get still-closer to having a bomb. Iran 
has already bought four years on Mr. Obama's watch, but 
Israel is increasingly impatient as evidence builds that Iran 
may get a bomb next year. Iran may feel now is the time to 
play the direct talks with America card and keep Mr. Obama 
on a string. 

The Iran leak also underscores how some people in this 
Administration have been willing to exploit national security 
for political purposes. The self-serving leaks to the media have 
been legion and sometimes damaging, notably after the killing 
of Osama bin Laden. 

The blow-by-blow accounts of that raid were so extensive 
that Robert Gates, who was Defense Secretary at the time, 
went on the record to denounce them. "Frankly, a week ago 
Sunday, in the Situation Room, we all agreed that we would 
not release any operational details from the effort to take out 
bin Laden," Mr. Gates said, according to a Politico story at the 
time. "That all fell apart on Monday—the next day." 

Then Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, Admiral Mike 
Mullen, added that "We are close to jeopardizing this precious 
capability that we have, and we can't afford to do that." Mr. 
Gates and his successor, Leon Panetta, both declined to 
participate in an NBC News special timed to the anniversary 
of the raid this May, but the White House was all over the 
piece. 

Now, two weeks before the election, we get another leak 
designed to make the President look good but which may have 
unpredictable consequences in the real world. Iran's foreign 
minister also denied the report of direct talks, but who knows 
what impact the leak will have on Iran's internal politics or 
other regional players. Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu said on Sunday he wasn't aware of any U.S. plans 
for bilateral talks with Iran. 

At last week's debate, Mr. Obama got huffy and said he 
resented any implication by Mitt Romney that his 
Administration had played politics with national security with 
its misleading accounts of what happened in Benghazi. The 
real question is when has this Administration not tried to 
exploit national security for political advantage? 
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5. The Illicit Pipeline To Iran 
An Austrian who stays a step ahead of the U.S. is accused of being part of a global maze of suppliers.By 
Shashank Bengali 
(LOSA ANGELES TIMES 22 OCT 12) 

WASHINGTON -- Austrian-born Daniel Frosch was only 
23 when U.S. officials first realized that he had become a 
small but important cog in Iran's illicit weapons programs. 

In October 2005, Austrian authorities intercepted a parcel 
containing graphite cylinders, which can be used in ballistic 
missiles, addressed to Iran from Frosch's tiny export company 
in Graz. In late 2006, they tried to arrest him for allegedly 
attempting to sell valves and other components with military 
applications to Iranian state-owned companies. 

By then Frosch had moved to the United Arab Emirates, 
which has no extradition treaty with Austria and loose export 
control rules. Today, U.S. officials say, his Ajman-based 
International General Resourcing FZE sells banned electronics 
and other material to Tehran as part of a global maze of illicit 
suppliers, fly-by-night companies, crooked shipping agents 
and other corrupt officials in Iran's sanctions-busting schemes. 

Underscoring Frosch's significance, the Obama 
administration slapped sanctions on the businessman three 
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months ago, adding him to dozens of individuals and hundreds 
of companies on a blacklist for allegedly helping Iran obtain 
nuclear or ballistic missile technology in violation of United 
Nations Security Council resolutions. 

U.S. officials say the list sends a warning to Iran's 
suppliers that the net is closing. But Frosch's ability to 
continue selling sensitive equipment and evade prosecution 
also is a cautionary tale about gaps in the U.S.-led sanctions 
campaign, which has sent Iran's economy into a tailspin but 
has yet to persuade its leaders to curb their nuclear program. 

"His activities are emblematic of a type of actor that we 
are especially interested in trying to act against -- people who 
are assisting the government of Iran's efforts to acquire" illegal 
weapons technology, said a U.S. Treasury official who, like 
others interviewed for this article, declined to be named 
because of the case's sensitivity. "Catching these kinds of 
facilitators is especially rewarding for us." 

Capturing Frosch, however, is proving more difficult than 
identifying him. 

'Fits the profile' 
His case file was opened in October 2005, when his name 

came across the desk of U.S. weapons experts in Vienna, 
home to the International Atomic Energy Agency, the United 
Nations' nuclear watchdog. It's not clear how he first linked up 
to Iran, or whether he was operating as a front for others. 

Over the next two years, U.S. diplomats and investigators 
discussed Frosch in nearly 20 meetings with officials in 
Vienna and Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates, according to 
secret State Department cables published by WikiLeaks. 

Frosch "fits the profile of somebody who the Iranians 
look to work with on proliferation exports," Helmut Krehlik, 
then a senior official in the Austrian Economics Ministry, told 
American officials in a January 2006 meeting in Vienna, 
according to one cable. 

"He is young, financially motivated and runs a small 
company" more willing to assume the risks of illicit dealings 
with Iran than a larger company, Krehlik said. 

Obama administration officials view economic sanctions 
as a key to forcing Iran to the negotiating table to discuss its 
disputed nuclear program with the U.S. and five other major 
powers. Diplomats said over the weekend that Iran was 
prepared to resume talks, last held in Moscow in June, after 
the United States' Nov. 6 election. 

Austria has long been a small but important trading 
partner for Iran. Its status as a neutral nation made Vienna a 
crossroads for espionage during the Cold War, and an 
occasional source of concern for U.S. officials ever since. 

"An enduring theme in our bilateral relations was the 
nature of problematic contacts between Austrian companies or 
citizens and what we were then calling 'states of concern,' " 
said an American official familiar with U.S.-Austrian 
relations. 

Frosch, the official recalled, was "probably among the 
more notable and enduring" of these cases. 

Born in Feldbach, near Austria's border with Hungary, 
Frosch was barely out of his teens when he started Daniel 
Frosch Exports, an industrial spare parts company staffed by 
his father and one other employee. As early as 2003, Krehlik 
told U.S. officials, Frosch began shipping products with 
possible military applications to Iran without proper licenses. 

Some of the supplies -- including the cylinders seized at 
the Graz airport in 2005 -- had been manufactured in the 
United States, Krehlik said. U.S. customs officials opened a 
criminal investigation, but no charges were filed, officials 
said. 

When Austrian authorities first confronted Frosch about 
his shipment of graphite cylinders, he denied wrongdoing and 
said the parts he sold were for civilian use. He told them his 
business was struggling and he planned to relocate to Dubai, 
United Arab Emirates. 

Instead, according to diplomatic cables and U.S. officials, 
Frosch stayed in Austria and began routing his exports through 
a Dubai-based partner, Bazaar Trading Co., to hide the 
ultimate destination in Iran. 

To conceal payments from Iran, Frosch opened an 
account in Dubai with Bank Melli, Iran's largest state-owned 
bank. 

U.S. officials describe Bank Melli as a key conduit for 
transactions related to Iran's alleged weapons and support of 
terrorism. The Treasury Department froze Bank Melli's assets 
in the United States in 2007 after saying that the bank had sent 
at least $100 million to support militant groups such as Hamas 
and Islamic Jihad. 

Frosch disappeared before Austrian authorities could 
arrest him, but they took his father, Erich Frosch, the 
company's project manager, into custody in Graz in August 
2006. The other employee cooperated with Austrian 
prosecutors and wasn't charged, according to news reports. 

The case against Erich Frosch quickly ran into problems. 
Prosecutors alleged that he and his son had sold Iran 

capacitors and accelerators, so-called dual-use items that can 
be used in civilian industry or atomic weapons. Iran often tried 
to acquire technology that fell just below the threshold of "war 
material," Krehlik said, to skirt restrictions. 

Indeed, when Austrian investigators studied the younger 
Frosch's records, they found nothing indicating that his 
exports might be intended for military use, and only one 
instance where he had failed to apply for a proper license. 

Several months later, prosecutors dropped the most 
serious charge against Frosch's father -- that of weapons 
proliferation -- and released him on bail. In June 2008, he was 
found guilty of fraud and sentenced to time served. 

The UAE rebuffed Austria's informal requests to extradite 
Frosch -- perhaps, Krehlik argued in June 2007, because 
"vested interests in the UAE would not want to jeopardize the 
country's lucrative position as a 'go-between' for Iranian 
trade." 

Krehlik, now retired, declined to be interviewed for this 
article. 

Taking steps 
But Frosch faced other difficulties. 
From his base in Dubai, he had difficulty accessing 

payments from front companies used by Iran's missile 
industry, U.S. officials learned. He sold his shares in Bazaar 
Trading and planned to open a new business out of his 
apartment to continue selling to Iran. 

At a March 2007 meeting in Abu Dhabi, U.S. officials 
presented a note calling on UAE authorities to "immediately 
investigate this information and take measures to shut down 
Bazaar Trading, as well as curtail any further defense-related 
business conducted by Daniel Frosch in the UAE." 
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Three months later, UAE authorities said they had closed 
Bazaar Trading and would cancel Frosch's visa, giving him 
three months to leave the country. 

More than five years later, Frosch remains in the UAE 
and it's unclear whether his visa was ever canceled. 
Authorities in Abu Dhabi did not respond to requests for 

information. U.S. officials declined to elaborate on the case, 
citing ongoing investigations. 

Alice Irvin, spokeswoman for the Austrian Embassy in 
Washington, said in a statement, "The Austrian law 
enforcement agencies are closely following this case, with the 
aim of returning the accused to Austria as soon as possible." 
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6. Jordan Disrupts Major Al-Qaeda Terrorist Plot 
(WASHINGTON POST 21 OCT 12) ... Joby Warrick and Taylor Luck 

Authorities in Jordan have disrupted a major terrorist plot 
by al-Qaeda-linked operatives to launch near-simultaneous 
attacks on multiple civilian and government targets, reportedly 
including the U.S. Embassy in the capital, Amman, Western 
and Middle Eastern officials said Sunday. 

The Jordanian government issued a statement describing 
the plot and saying that 11 people with connections to al-
Qaeda’s affiliate in Iraq have been arrested. 

The foiled attack, described as the most serious plot 
uncovered in Jordan since at least 2005, was viewed with 
particular alarm by intelligence agencies because of its 
sophisticated design and the planned use of munitions 
intended for the Syrian conflict — a new sign that Syria’s 
troubles could be spilling over into neighboring countries, the 
officials said.  

The alleged plotters are Jordanian nationals. The officials 
said the group had amassed a stockpile of explosives and 
weapons from Syrian battlefields and devised a plan to use 
military-style tactics in a wave of attacks across Amman.  

The scheme called for multiple strikes on shopping 
centers and cafes as a diversionary tactic to draw the attention 
of police and security officials, allowing other operatives to 
launch attacks against the main targets, which included 
government buildings and embassies. 

A Western official briefed on details of the plot confirmed 
that the U.S. Embassy in Amman was among the targets. Like 
others interviewed for this report, the official spoke on the 
condition of anonymity because the investigation is still 
unfolding. 

The Jordanian government’s statement said its 
intelligence service had broken up a cell that had been 
planning the attacks since June, arresting 11 people described 
as “supporters” of al-Qaeda in Iraq. The group had intended to 
use explosives and mortar rounds acquired from Syria, as well 
as machine guns, car bombs and militia-style guerrilla tactics, 
to ensure “the highest death toll,” according to the statement.  

The suspects had traveled to Syria multiple times and 
brought weapons with them, government officials said. They 
were arrested less than a week after Jordanian officials 
captured three Jordanians as they attempted to cross illegally 
into Syria, allegedly to join radical Islamist militias fighting 
Syrian loyalists there. 

In a news conference late Sunday in Amman, Jordanian 
government spokesman Samih Maaytah insisted that the plot 
was “not related to the Syrian crisis” and stressed that “Jordan 
will not change its approach” to the conflict in response to the 
discovery. 

The timing of the plot was viewed as curious. Jordan has 
increasingly allied itself with forces seeking the overthrow of 
Bashar al-Assad, the Syrian autocrat opposed by rebels as well 
as a growing cadre of foreign Islamist militants inside Syria. 
Jordan hosts hundreds of thousands of Syrian refugees within 
its borders and has helped deliver humanitarian aid to rebel-
held cities.  

But intelligence gleaned from surveillance of the cell 
suggests that the plotters intended to destabilize Jordan’s pro-
Western government with massive blows against the country’s 
government institutions and tourism-dependent economy, the 
officials said.  

“This was a serious plan, with a great potential for loss of 
life,” said a former Western intelligence official briefed on the 
details. For Jordan, which is beset by economic problems and 
deepening political unrest, he said, “this may not have been a 
tipping point, but it could have been a very hard blow.”  

The former intelligence official said the plotters had 
access to large amounts of explosives from Syria and intended 
to use them to construct massive bombs.  

“Weapons are everywhere right now, flowing from Iraq 
into Syria, and back and forth into Lebanon,” the former 
official said. “The longer the conflict goes on, the worse it 
gets.”  

Later Sunday, a Jordanian soldier was killed in a clash 
between government security forces and a band of 16 armed 
militants seeking to cross illegally into Syria, government 
officials said. Four of the gunmen also were killed in the 20-
minute firefight, the first to claim the life of a Jordanian 
officer since the Syrian uprising began. 

The State Department had no immediate comment on the 
plot and declined to confirm or deny accounts that the heavily 
fortified U.S. Embassy in Amman had been on the target list.  

The last major terrorist strike in Jordan occurred in 2005, 
when al-Qaeda militants launched simultaneous attacks 
against three Amman hotels, killing 60 people and wounding 
115.  
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7. Israeli Forces Clash With Hamas, Kill Two Gunmen In Gaza Foray 
(REUTERS 22 OCT 12) 

Israeli forces killed two Palestinian militants during an 
incursion in the northern Gaza Strip on Monday that touched 
off clashes with gunmen from the governing Hamas 
movement, local officials said. 

They said militants fired mortar bombs at Israeli troops 
spotted inside Gaza's boundary fence, drawing air strikes 
against a Hamas training camp and other targets. Hamas 
claimed one of the dead gunmen as its own, and the other was 
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not immediately identified. Two Hamas fighters were 
wounded. 

Though Islamist Hamas is hostile to Israel, it has often 
sought to stay out of recent cross-border confrontations as it 
shores up its Gaza rule in the face of more radical challengers 
and reaches out to potential Arab allies abroad. 

The emir of pro-Western Qatar was on Tuesday to 
become the first head of state to enter the blockaded 

Palestinian enclave, a high-profile visit opening a crack in 
Hamas's diplomatic isolation. 

Israel's military said the air force struck a Palestinian 
rocket crew after "a routine (army) patrol in the area" came 
under mortar attack. 
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8. Bombs Hit Syria During Visit From Peace Envoy 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 22 OCT 12) ... Sam Dagher 

Two blasts in Syria hit predominantly Christian areas in 
the capital Damascus and the most populous city Aleppo on 
Sunday as President Bashar al-Assad met with special peace 
envoy Lakhdar Brahimi. 

The Syrian attacks came two days after a blast in 
neighboring Lebanon killed a top security chief and plunged 
the country deeper into a crisis linked to the turmoil in Syria 
now into its 20th month. No one claimed responsibility for the 
blasts. 

The late morning attack in Bab Touma, or St. Thomas 
Gate, a neighborhood in the ancient quarter in central 
Damascus, was caused by a bomb placed in a parked vehicle, 
said Syrian state media and residents in interviews. At least 13 
people were killed and 29 wounded, said the Syrian Ministry 
of Interior, which described it as an act of terror. Several 
churches were holding morning mass in Bab Touma Sunday, 
which was a public holiday for Syria's Christian minority. 

The Damascus bomb exploded by an open space near a 
police station that had been fortified in recent months with 
sandbags and extra government forces in response to clashes 
that took place in Damascus in July. 

Other bombings this month have targeted military and 
security installations in the capital, where the regime has 
managed to retain control but continues to face resistance from 
opposition rebels in enclaves around the city. Islamist groups, 
including one linked to al Qaeda, have claimed responsibility 
for prior attacks against security forces, mainly in Damascus 
and Aleppo. 

Officials had erected a checkpoint at Bab Touma, next to 
the stone remains of the ancient gate, that is manned with 
security forces and a neighborhood pro-regime militia. 
Vehicles entering the area are usually searched at the 
checkpoint. 

Footage broadcast by Syrian state TV showed smashed 
and charred vehicles, damaged kiosks and pools of blood at 
the scene of Sunday's attack. The old quarter of Damascus is 
home to historic landmarks, tourist attractions and bustling 
bazaars, while its residential sections are inhabited mainly by 
Christians and other minorities including Shiite Muslims. 

Outwardly the area has remained staunchly loyal to Mr. 
Assad, with many of its residents and shopkeepers showing an 
air of normalcy even as the regime continues to pound 
opposition pockets in and around Damascus with artillery, 
helicopter gunships and military jets. 

Although many Syrian Christians have played leading 
roles in peaceful aspects of the uprising against the Syrian 

regime, the community has largely remained neutral or 
supportive of Mr. Assad, fearing change would usher in 
Islamic extremists. 

Farther north in Aleppo, where fighting has raged 
between rebels and government forces in many parts of the 
city for more than three months, the Syrian government said a 
suicide car bomber blew himself up early Sunday outside the 
private Franco-Syrian hospital in a predominantly Christian 
neighborhood. Syrian state media said there were no other 
casualties in the attack. A resident reached by telephone said 
the hospital is next to a Syriac Orthodox church. It was 
unclear if the church or hospital were targets. 

Meanwhile Mr. Brahimi, the special Arab League and 
U.N. envoy, pleaded with all Syrians to silence their guns for 
the occasion of Eid al-Adha, a major Muslim holiday that 
begins Friday. "If each one took the decision individually then 
it will become a group decision," said Mr. Brahimi during a 
Sunday news conference in Damascus after meeting with Mr. 
Assad. 

It so far appears unlikely either side of the conflict is 
willing to commit to such a truce. After his meeting with Mr. 
Brahimi, Mr. Assad was quoted by Syrian state media as 
saying that he was "open to all sincere efforts to resolve the 
crisis" but that everything was predicated on foreign Western 
and Arab countries stopping their support for rebels, whom he 
called "terrorists." 

Speaking from the Syrian-Turkish border Col. Abdel-
Jabbar al-Ughaidi, a rebel commander from Aleppo and 
defected army officer, said the rebel leadership told Mr. 
Brahimi that a ceasefire would be accepted if the regime met 
five conditions. These include releasing detainees, ending the 
army's siege of the central city of Homs and suspending all 
aerial bombardment and sorties. 

He said Mr. Brahimi was expected to relay the regime's 
answer to these preconditions after his meeting with Mr. 
Assad on Sunday. Asked if setting these preconditions would 
make it impossible to have a lull in the fighting, Col. Ughaidi 
said: "We are in a position of strength, we impose our 
conditions." 

Although rebels have control in many parts of rural Syria, 
much of the conflict has settled into a stalemate while the 
regime has continued the use of military jets to bomb 
opposition areas. 
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9. After 11 Years Of War, Al-Qaida In Afghanistan Is Smaller But Trying To Mount A Comeback 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 22 OCT 12) 

KABUL, Afghanistan — A diminished but resilient al-
Qaida, whose 9/11 attacks drew America into its longest war, 
is attempting a comeback in Afghanistan’s mountainous east 
even as U.S. and allied forces wind down their combat 
mission and concede a small but steady toehold to the terrorist 
group. 

That concerns U.S. commanders, who have intensified 
strikes against al-Qaida cells in recent months. It also 
undercuts an Obama administration narrative portraying al-
Qaida as battered to the point of being a nonissue in 
Afghanistan as Western troops start leaving. 

When he visited Afghanistan in May to mark the one-year 
anniversary of the U.S. raid that killed Osama bin Laden, 
President Barack Obama said his administration had turned 
the tide of war. “The goal that I set — to defeat al-Qaida, and 
deny it a chance to rebuild — is within reach,” he said. 

As things stand, however, an unquestionably weakened 
al-Qaida appears to have preserved at least limited means of 
regenerating inside Afghanistan as U.S. influence in the 
country wanes. The last U.S. combat troops are scheduled to 
be gone by Dec. 31, 2014, and security matters turned over to 
the Afghan government. 

“They are trying to increase their numbers and take 
advantage of the Americans leaving,” the police chief of 
Paktika province, Gen. Dawlat Khan Zadran, said through a 
translator in an interview this month in the governor’s 
compound. He mentioned no numbers, but said al-Qaida has 
moved more weapons across the border from Pakistan. 

For years the main target of U.S.-led forces has been the 
Taliban, rulers of Afghanistan and protectors of al-Qaida 
before the U.S. invasion 11 years ago. But the strategic goal is 
to prevent al-Qaida from again finding haven in Afghanistan 
from which to launch attacks on the U.S. 

Al-Qaida’s leadership fled in late 2001 to neighboring 
Pakistan, where it remains. 

The group remains active inside Afghanistan, fighting 
U.S. troops, spreading extremist messages, raising money, 
recruiting young Afghans and providing military expertise to 
the Taliban and other radical groups. 

U.S. Gen. John Allen, the top commander of international 
forces in Afghanistan, has said al-Qaida has re-emerged, and 
although its numbers are small, he says the group doesn’t need 
a large presence to be influential. 

U.S. officials say they are committed, even after the 
combat mission ends in 2014, to doing whatever it takes to 
prevent a major resurgence. The Americans intend, for 
example, to have special operation forces at the ready to keep 
a long-term lid on al-Qaida inside Afghanistan. 

“Al-Qaida could try to reconstitute itself, but they would 
do so at their own peril given the intense pressure they and 
other terrorist groups are facing in Afghanistan,” Pentagon 
press secretary George Little said Saturday. 

A more immediate worry is the threat posed by the 
growing presence of al-Qaida and affiliated groups in Yemen, 
Somalia and across a broad swath of North Africa, where it is 
believed al-Qaida-linked militants may have been responsible 
for the attack on the U.S. Consulate in Benghazi, Libya, that 
killed U.S. Ambassador Chris Stevens and three other 
Americans. 

U.S. and Afghan officials say al-Qaida also has been 
building ties with like-minded Islamic militant groups present 
in Afghanistan, including Pakistan-based Lashkar-e-Taiba, 
which is blamed for the November 2008 rampage in Mumbai, 
India, that killed 166 people, and the Islamic Movement of 
Uzbekistan, which is present in the north. 

Ahmadullah Mowahed, a member of the Afghan 
parliament from the eastern province of Nuristan, along the 
Pakistan border, said he fears the departure of American 
combat forces will open the way for the Taliban and al-Qaida 
to overwhelm the provincial government. 

As soon as they leave, the eyes of al-Qaida will quickly 
focus on Nuristan,” he said. 

U.S. analysts say there is reason for concern that al-Qaida 
is down, but not out. 

“They’ve been hit hard in a few cases, but they definitely 
are involved in the fight — absolutely,” said Seth G. Jones, a 
senior political scientist at RAND Corp. 

Jones, a former adviser to the commander of U.S. special 
operations forces in Afghanistan, recently returned from a trip 
to eastern Afghanistan where he learned that al-Qaida’s 
support network has expanded and its relations with groups 
such as the Pakistani-based Haqqani network are strong. 

“That’s a very serious concern because that kind of 
environment would allow al-Qaida to continue to operate, at 
least at a small level, because it’s a workable environment for 
them, he said. 

Richard Barrett, head of a U.N. group that monitors the 
threat posed by al-Qaida and the Taliban, said al-Qaida fears 
the Taliban will strike a deal with the Afghan government that 
would make the group all but irrelevant. 

“So they will be doing whatever they can to assert their 
influence, to assert their presence” in Afghanistan, he said. 

At least for now, al-Qaida in Afghanistan has no 
capability to launch attacks on the U.S., although commanders 
are taking no chances. 

Little-noticed fragmentary U.S. military accounts of raids 
and strikes against al-Qaida in the northeastern provinces of 
Kunar and Nuristan show the group retains a command 
structure inside Afghanistan. On May 27 the U.S. killed the 
No. 2 commander in Afghanistan, Saudi national Sakhr al-
Taifi, in Kunar, but it has yet to catch up to the top al-Qaida 
commander in the country, identified by U.S. officials as 
Farouk al-Qahtani, who resides in Nuristan. 

In early September the international military coalition 
announced the death of an al-Qaida operative, Abu Saif, 
described as an associate of an al-Qaida leader killed along 
with several of his fighters July 1 in Kunar. Saif was called a 
conduit between senior al-Qaida leaders in Pakistan and 
Afghanistan, passing messages between them. In the most 
recent strike, officials said Sept. 27 they killed al-Qaida 
“facilitator” Abdul Rauf in Kunar. He was a Pakistani 
coordinator of foreign fighters’ movements into Afghanistan 
and a builder of improvised explosive devices for attacks on 
coalition troops. 

Interviews with Afghan officials suggest that al-Qaida 
also is present in other parts of the country, including the 
northwestern province of Faryab as well as Logar province, 
just south of Kabul. 
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Logar’s provincial chief of police, Gen. Ghulam Sakhi 
Roogh Lawanay, said it is difficult to know how many 
militants are directly affiliated with al-Qaida, but he estimated 
their numbers in Logar at 100 to 150. 

“Al-Qaida is very active. It is like fish. When one fish 
dies, another comes,” he said in a recent interview. “The 
determination of these Arab fighters is high.” 

In interviews in Kabul and Washington, U.S. officials 
said they are satisfied that al-Qaida is so small inside 
Afghanistan — they put the number at between 50 and 100 
fighters — that they can be contained indefinitely if the 
Afghan government allows U.S. counterterrorism forces to 
monitor and hunt the remnants. U.S. and Afghan officials are 

working to craft talks on a bilateral security agreement that 
could include such an arrangement. 

Al-Qaida’s numbers, however, don’t tell the whole story. 
Allen has said al-Qaida has learned to leverage its 

presence in Afghanistan to give the impression of having 
withstood U.S. military might and to burnish its image as a 
global force. 

U.S. commanders say they will keep pressure on al-Qaida 
to frustrate its goals, but few believe al-Qaida will be gone 
before U.S. troops leave. 

“I see no evidence to suggest that it will be eliminated by 
2014,” said Jones, the RAND analyst. 
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AASSIIAA  ––  PPAACCIIFFIICC::  
10. Many Urge Next Leader of China to Liberalize 
(NEW YORK TIMES 21 OCT 12) ... Edward Wong and Jonathon Ansfield 

BEIJING — After it was leaked that Xi Jinping, the man 
anointed to be the next Communist Party chief of China, had 
met in private with a well-known supporter of political 
liberalization, the capital’s elite began to buzz about the 
import of the encounter. 

Hu Deping, the son of a former leader, who went to Mr. 
Xi’s home in July, has organized salons where the scions of 
powerful families have discussed how to keep the party from 
becoming mired in corruption and losing the trust of ordinary 
Chinese. People briefed on the meeting said Mr. Xi had 
declared his support for steady reform.  

“Hu Deping through certain channels sent out the 
message that he had been meeting with Xi Jinping,” said 
Zhang Lifan, a historian who knows Mr. Hu. “I think the two 
are trying to send a signal.”  

As China’s critical once-a-decade leadership transition 
approaches in November, Chinese officials, policy advisers 
and intellectuals are again pushing for what they broadly call 
“reform” — a further opening up of the economic and political 
system that the party has constructed through 63 years of 
authoritarian rule. With China’s economy slowing, the 
disconnect between haves and have-nots building, and state-
owned businesses exerting even greater influence on policy, 
advocates for change say the status quo appears increasingly 
sclerotic.  

Much of the talk now over China’s future path centers on 
whether Mr. Xi, the son of a revolutionary leader who helped 
oversee China’s post-Mao economic transformation, can 
muster the confidence, ideological grounding and power base 
to push through what reformers see as the policies needed both 
to keep China vigorous and help overcome its growing 
inequities. Mr. Xi, 59, has not revealed his plans and 
intentions — to rise to his level in the party system, survival 
depends on holding cards close, analysts say.  

But the messages he is hearing are becoming clearer: a 
number of prominent people orbiting Mr. Xi are urging the 
party to adopt more liberal policies to regain the legitimacy it 
enjoyed when it was a revolutionary force.  

The harsh expulsion last month of Bo Xilai, who tried to 
woo traditionalists and Maoists before he fell into disgrace, 
has also encouraged liberals to call for party leaders to adopt 
systemic changes. Hu Shuli, an influential Chinese journalist 

acquainted with Mr. Xi, published an editorial this month in 
her magazine, Caixin, under the headline “Bo Xilai as a 
Catalyst for Political Reform.”  

Those close to Mr. Xi who are urging reform go well 
beyond the usual liberal intellectual voices. They include 
active and retired officials, childhood friends from China’s 
“red nobility,” army generals and even a half-sister, Xi 
Qianping. Mr. Xi and his allies have dropped a few hints 
recently that Mr. Xi is at least open to hearing new ideas.  

One political theorist said Mr. Xi, with the backing of 
Jiang Zemin, the former party chief, had overseen a team 
researching the Singapore model of governing that allows 
more liberal economic policies and political voices under one-
party rule. Wu Si, the editor of a journal backed by liberal 
party elders, said that he has heard encouraging reports that 
“practical work on political system reform” could emerge after 
the transition.  

Mr. Xi also recently issued an indirect warning about 
corrupt practices that have soiled the party’s image, telling 
officials studying at the Central Party School in Beijing that 
“time should not be spent on networking and buying dinners.”  

To push systematic changes in the next few years, 
however, Mr. Xi will also need to assure the current party 
chief, Hu Jintao, that such a drive will not tarnish Mr. Hu’s 
legacy, analysts say. On Oct. 16, Seeking Truth, a party 
journal, ran a long essay that trumpeted a July speech by Mr. 
Hu as setting the tone for reforms. “The conflicts that have 
arisen from reforms can only be solved by deepening reform,” 
it said. The essay was read out on China Central Television.  

When Mr. Hu took power in 2002, there was much hope 
among liberals and Westerners that he would push the kind of 
reforms being talked about once again. But many analysts and 
political insiders are now calling the years under him and Wen 
Jiabao, the prime minister, a “lost decade,” in which China, 
for all its advancements, retrenched into a quasi-command 
economy, ignored legal protections and expanded the state 
security apparatus.  

Analysts say that Mr. Xi faces great political risks in 
taking on the nation’s many vested interests and possibly 
repudiating Mr. Hu’s policies. Moreover, the authority of the 
top office has become more diffuse with each generation, and 
Mr. Xi would need to marshal powerful alliances to push 



 13

through changes. Another obstacle to change is the way that 
Mr. Xi’s own circle has profited from the current system: 
Bloomberg News reported in June that some members of Mr. 
Xi’s family had amassed fortunes totaling at least several 
hundred million dollars.  

The challenge before party leaders is summed up in a new 
paper from Strategy and Reform, a research group that advises 
China’s main economic development agency: “Of course, 
reform will bring much risk, but the risk of not reforming is 
bigger. Choose the lesser of the two evils.” 

The paper, which emphasizes changing China’s economic 
structure, suggests creating a new committee that supersedes 
all government organs to push more liberal economic policies. 
On political reforms, it urges the party to be an “open and 
progressive central power” that allows individuals and private 
companies significantly greater autonomy. The paper 
mentioned Singapore as a model several times.  

Liberal policy advisers have long pressed a reform 
agenda, including expanding competition in state-dominated 
industries, elevating village elections to the township level or 
higher, building a more independent judiciary, giving ordinary 
people more land-use rights, and providing a stronger social 
safety net to encourage greater domestic spending.  

For all their exhortations, few who are pushing for such 
changes are seeking an end to one-party rule. That is why 
Singapore, which has been a point of reference for China’s 
reformers since the 1980s, has emerged again among some of 
Mr. Xi’s advisers.  

In the summer of 2010, the political theorist said, Mr. Xi 
had a little-known meeting at the beach resort of Beidaihe 

with Lee Kuan Yew, the former Singaporean prime minister 
who espouses flexible authoritarianism. Before that, Mr. Lee 
met with Mr. Jiang, the former party chief. At the time, Mr. Xi 
and Mr. Jiang came to an understanding “to try to adopt the 
Singapore model down the road,” said the theorist, who was 
asked to provide feedback for a project to study the issue.  

Mr. Xi visited Singapore that November, and other top 
officials have followed. Last year, Gen. Liu Yazhou, an 
advocate of party reform, dispatched a team of military 
officers to live in Singapore and prepare a study, which is 
expected to be presented to Mr. Xi after the transfer of party 
posts in November. Bo Zhiyue, a scholar at the National 
University of Singapore, said the group’s mission was to “find 
a solution for China after the 18th Party Congress.”  

That will not be easy. In the period leading up to the 
congress, tensions have emerged between Mr. Xi and Mr. Hu, 
the current party chief, over setting the official policy 
direction for the future leadership; Mr. Xi’s absence from 
public life for two weeks this autumn was in part related to 
that, said two people who know Mr. Xi and, like him, are the 
“princeling” children of senior party officials.  

And even among his supporters, there are some who 
question whether any adopted reform mantle would be more 
show than substance. “No matter whether Xi actually reforms 
China or not,” said a member of a prominent military family, 
“he has to entertain reforms, for the sake of the reformists and 
the public.”  
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11. Okinawa Governor Heads For Washington To Protest Rape Case 
(KYODO NEWS 21 OCT 12) 

NARITA, Japan -- Okinawa Gov. Hirokazu Nakaima left 
for Washington on Sunday, amid growing anger over the 
alleged rape of a woman by two U.S. servicemen on the 
Japanese southern island. 

Nakaima is planning to lodge a protest with the U.S. 
government over the case and discuss the Marines' 
controversial deployment of the Osprey aircraft at a base in 
Okinawa during his stay through Thursday. 

"I will talk about the Osprey transport aircraft and the 
latest case," Nakaima told reporters at Narita airport near 
Tokyo before his departure. 

The governor's visit comes after the two sailors, both 
belonging to the Fort Worth Naval Air Base in Texas, were 
arrested Tuesday on suspicion of raping and injuring the 

Japanese woman in her 20s in Okinawa, which hosts more 
U.S. military facilities and personnel than any other region in 
Japan. 

The rape case occurred when there was already local fury 
over the deployment of the tilt-rotor aircraft at the Marine 
Corps' Futenma Air Station in the densely populated city of 
Ginowan, despite fierce opposition due to safety concerns. 

Nakaima is planning to hold talks with officials from the 
U.S. State Department and the Pentagon between Monday and 
Wednesday. 

On Tuesday, he is also scheduled to attend a symposium 
on problems stemming from the concentration of U.S. military 
bases in Okinawa. 
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12. Okinawa Assembly Voices 'Burning Resentment' Over Rape 
(KYODO 22 OCT 12) 

NAHA, Japan -- The Okinawa prefectural assembly on 
Monday unanimously adopted a resolution to express "burning 
resentment" against Tokyo and Washington over the alleged 
rape last week of a woman by two U.S. sailors. 

"Preventive measures and instructions to servicemen have 
become no longer functional," the resolution said, noting that 
5,747 crimes have been committed by U.S. military personnel 
since Okinawa returned to Japan's control in 1972. 

It said the incident, which occurred on the heels of the 
deployment of new aircraft at a U.S. military base in the 
prefecture despite strong local opposition, "goes far beyond 
our patience and has prompted the residents here to raise 
voices to seek complete removal of U.S. bases in Okinawa." 

In the resolution, the assembly members also sought strict 
punishment of the two sailors and an overhaul of the Japan-
U.S. Status of Forces Agreement, which governs the handling 
of U.S. military personnel in Japan. 
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Masaharu Kina, the chair of the assembly, told reporters, 
"Our rage is indescribable" as the alleged incident took place 
at a time when the level of local mistrust of the U.S. military 
and the central government has been increased by the 
deployment of the Osprey transport aircraft, known for its 
track record of fatal accidents. 

In the wake of the alleged rape, the U.S. military in Japan 
has imposed a nighttime curfew on all of its personnel, 
effective Friday. 

The suspects, Petty Officer 3rd Class Skyler Dozierwalker 
and Seaman Christopher Browning, are alleged to have raped 
a Japanese woman in her 20s and injured her neck in the early 
morning of Oct. 16 in a parking lot in an area in the central 
part of the main island of Okinawa, when she was walking 
home. 

Browning and Dozierwalker, both aged 23 from Fort 
Worth Naval Air Base in Texas, might not have been arrested 
if the Okinawa Prefecture police had not acted quickly as they 
were scheduled to leave for Guam later that morning. In that 

event, the Status of Forces Agreement would have stood in the 
way of a Japanese police investigation. 

After arriving in Okinawa on Oct. 14 on a military 
assignment, the two sailors checked in at a hotel on the 
following day. 

Browning, who initially denied committing any 
wrongdoing saying he was in the hotel at the time of the 
alleged rape, has begun confessing, investigative sources said 
Monday. 

Dozierwalker had already admitted to the allegations, 
according to the sources. 

Okinawa Prefecture assembly members are scheduled to 
directly protest the alleged rape by visiting Japan's Okinawa 
Defense Bureau and the U.S. Consulate General in the 
prefecture. 

They also intend to contact Prime Minister Yoshihiko 
Noda's office, the Foreign Ministry and the U.S. embassy in 
Tokyo. 
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13. Philippines, Australia Naval Drills Begin 
(THE PHILIPPINE STAR 22 OCT 12) 

MANILA -- The naval forces of the Philippines and 
Australia kick off today the Lumbas 2012, an annual military 
exercises that aims to enhance the troops’ maritime security 
capabilities. 

The 12th year of the Lumbas maritime training exercise 
opens on board HMAS Sydney, one of four guided missile 
frigates of the Royal Australian Navy. 

According to the website of the Australian Navy, HMAS 
Sydney has been extensively upgraded and can provide area 
air defence, surveillance, anti-submarine and anti-shipping 
warfare. The Australian warship will also take part in the 
maritime exercise. 

Philippine Navy spokesman Colonel Omar Tonsay said 
the exercise would run for five days along Manila Bay and 
nearby areas. 

He clarified that the training is not related to the dispute 
over the West Philippine Sea, noting the naval exercise is held 
every year. 

“The objectives of this maritime training evolve between 
strengthening mutual relationship between both navies and 
enhancing competency in naval warfare and maritime security 
operations,” Tonsay said. 

“It also envisions to train the participants in relevant naval 
doctrines and capabilities as well as to develop camaraderie 
among participating personnel,” he added. 

At least 150 Philippine Navy personnel, including a 
component from the Naval Special Operations Group, and 200 
Australian Navy troops will join the exercise. 

Two Philippine Navy ships – BRP Mariano Alvarez and 
BRP Beinvenido Salping – will take part in the activity. 

Lumbas is an offshoot of the memorandum of 
understanding (MoU) on cooperation to combat international 
terrorism, and another MoU on combating transnational crime 
signed in 2003. 

The training includes the conduct of Subject Matter 
Expertise Exchanges, Seaphase and Fleet Training Exercise, 
Shiprider Program, and social interaction between the two 
navies. 

It will also focus on anti-terrorism, illegal human and 
drug trafficking, and humanitarian assistance and disaster 
response involving the Philippine Navy and the Australian 
Border Protection Command (BPC). 

The BPC is a multi-agency operational authority in charge 
of border protection and maritime security. It is similar to the 
Philippines’ Naval Coast Watch System Project. 
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14. Phuket: U.S. Navy To Conduct 100th Community Service Project  
(PHUKET NEWS 22 OCT 12) 

PHUKET -- With today’s (October 22) return of the USS 
Peleliu to Phuket, the U.S. Navies will be performing its 100th 
Community Service Project in the greater Phuket area. 

In June of 2006, then Rotary Club of Patong Beach 
Director Brad Kenny approached the US Navy Attaché office 
at the U.S. Embassy in Bangkok about doing community 
service projects together with the U.S. Navy ships that visited 
Phuket for rest & relaxation.  

Unknown to Brad, the Embassy was looking for just such 
an opportunity and a local in Phuket to organise both the U.S. 

Navies COMSERV and HANDCLASP projects, and so a long 
relationship started and still exists. 

Since then Brad has organied over 100 COMSERV 
projects which have been performed by more than 40 different 
U.S. Navy ships that have visited Phuket over the past 6 years.  

The USS Peleliu will conduct the 100th COMSERV 
project on October 23rd just over the Sarasin Bridge at the 
Home & Life Foundation Orphanage where 26 Tsunami 
effected and/or disadvantaged children live.  

The Peleliu’s U.S. Marines and U.S. Navy volunteers will 
be joined by the Royal Thai Navy volunteers to shore up an 
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eroding river bank to save several buildings by moving some 
12 tons or rock down the river bank and into Gabion Cages. 
And then on October 24 another group of USS Peleliu Marine 
and Sailor volunteers will go to Baan Ao Makham School near 
Kok Kloy to do some much-needed painting. 

The Rotary Club of Phang Nga and The Rotary Club 
Andaman Phang Nga will be providing lunches for all the 
volunteers for both projects. 

The USS Peleliu (LHA-5) is a Tarawa-class amphibious 
assault ship, named for the Battle of Peleliu during World War 
II.  The Peleliu has been in Phuket in June 2006 and in 
November 2010 also dong community service project, totaling 
7 COMSERV projects organized by Brad Kenny.  

Typical COMSERV’s have been sponsored by The 
Rotary Club of Patong Beach (79 total) and then the U.S. 

Navy League (21 total). The average cost invested by each 
COMSERV project is B12,000 making the contribution by the 
US Navy a total of B1.2 million.  

The average number of U.S. Marine and Navy volunteers 
is 25 per COMSERV making a total of 25,000 U.S. Marines 
and Navy Sailors volunteering their time in Phuket. 

The second project of the U.S. Navy is called 
HANDCLASP. That is where they give out goods to 
organisations in need in the local communities they visit.  

Typically these include medical supplies, personal 
hygiene supplies, and sports equipment. The U.S. Navy has 
accomplished 37 Handclasp projects averaging B60,000, 
which totals to over B2.2 million to children and women’s 
shelters, day care centres, orphanages and NGO’s. 
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PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
15. 1.7% Pay Raise  
Troops, retirees get a boost, despite budget uncertainty 
(NAVY TIMES 29 OCT 12) ... Rick Maze  

Active-duty troops, reserve-component members and 
military retirees will get a 1.7 percent pay boost at the end of 
the year in a rare confluence of separate pay formulas. 

The increases in basic and retired pay are virtually 
assured unless Congress returns to work in a post-election 
session and unexpectedly decides to resolve the nation’s 
budget crisis by reducing or eliminating pay raises that are 
calculated under permanent law. 

That seems highly unlikely, as the House of 
Representatives has passed a fiscal 2013 defense budget that 
endorses the 1.7 percent military raise and a federal budget 
that assumes a 1.7 percent cost-of-living adjustment. 

The COLA would apply not only to military retirees but 
also to Social Security beneficiaries and federal civilian 
retirees. 

The Senate has not yet acted on the 2013 budget, but the 
Senate Armed Services Committee has endorsed the 1.7 
percent military pay raise, the amount requested by the Obama 
administration that matches last year’s average increase in 
private-sector wages. 

For the 1.4 million active-duty and 857,000 Selected 
Reserve members, the 1.7 percent increase in basic and drill 
pay would take effect Jan. 1 and first appear in midmonth 
checks. 

The military raises for 2011 and 2012 also were less than 
2 percent, but troops are still doing better than federal civilian 
workers, who are under an extended pay freeze ordered by 
President Obama and Congress. 

But military raises that match the Employment Cost 
Index, a Labor Department measure of private-sector wage 
growth, could be coming to an end after 2014. 

The Jan. 1, 2014, raise would continue to match the ECI 
under the Defense Department’s five-year spending plan. But 
raises in 2015, 2016 and 2017 would be capped at less than the 
average private-sector increase. 

Under that plan, which would take effect only with 
approval from Congress, the Jan. 1, 2015, raise would be 0.5 

percent; the 2016 raise, 1 percent; and the 2017 raise, 1.5 
percent.  

COLA for retirees  
Like the military raise, the 1.7 percent COLA that applies 

to 2 million military retirees and the more than 300,000 
recipients of military survivors benefits is automatic unless a 
law is enacted to modify the adjustment, which is based on the 
Consumer Price Index, a Labor Department survey of the 
price of goods and services. 

Because the military raise is calculated based on private-
sector wages and the retirement COLA is calculated based on 
consumer prices, the two amounts are almost never the same. 

While COLAs are automatic for Social Security and both 
military and federal civilian retired pay, they are not automatic 
for the 3.9 million people receiving veterans’ disability 
compensation and dependency and indemnity compensation 
for surviving spouses and children paid by the Veterans 
Affairs Department. 

Veterans’ COLAs require an act of Congress to be paid, 
and Con-gress has not yet finished work on that legislation 
this year. 

The House of Representatives has approved a veterans’ 
COLA bill, but the measure has been tied up in the Senate, 
which has been slow to pass veteran-related legislation this 
year and has seen partisan bickering specifically on the 
veterans’ COLA bill. 

Democrats, who control the Senate, wanted to pass the 
bill by voice vote Sept. 20, just as senators were rushing to 
leave town for a pre-election break, but an objection was 
raised by an unidentified Republican senator. 

With Congress not due to reconvene until Nov. 13 — the 
Tuesday after the election — Republicans proposed allowing 
the bill to pass during twice-weekly “pro forma” sessions held 
during the recess. 

Democrats balked at this idea, which means they can 
continue to claim through Election Day that Republicans are 
trying to deny a cost-of-living adjustment for veterans. But 
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they also will have a must-pass bill lined up for a vote when 
Congress returns to work. 

VA officials have promised veterans will receive the 1.7 
percent COLA in January checks as long as the law providing 
the increase is enacted by the first week of December. 
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16. Poll: Jobs Top Issue For Military 
(POLITICO 21 OCT 12) ... Kevin Cirilli 

As GOP presidential candidate Mitt Romney and 
President Barack Obama prepare for Monday’s foreign policy 
debate, a new poll shows that members of the armed forces 
view veterans’ unemployment as their top concern, and a 
majority think the country is headed in the wrong direction. 

Eighty-eight percent of military members think Iraq and 
Afghanistan war vet joblessness is a problem, according to the 
poll from non-partisan advocacy group Concerned Veterans 
for America and obtained by POLITICO. 

Military voters ranked unemployment as the biggest issue 
facing them and their families, with 28 percent saying finding 
jobs after service is the biggest issue. That’s 10 percentage 
points more than the second biggest issue: accessing care for 
service-related injuries (18 percent). The remainder stated 
other options, including deployment pressures and cuts to the 
forces and transition assistance. 

And 29 percent of military voters polled think the country 
is headed in the right direction. Among veterans, that 
percentage shrinks to 25 percent. 

The poll also surveyed military veterans and found their 
single biggest issue is the economy, with 34 percent naming it 
the top priority. The second biggest issue is deficit spending 
(21 percent), followed by maintaining benefits (11 percent) 
and getting a job (10 percent). The other issues were cuts to 
the military, the housing market, paying for college or other 
options, each less than 10 percent. 

Meanwhile, 41 percent ranked the economy as the 
greatest threat to national security, followed by foreign terror 
groups (32 percent); traditional powers (31 percent); debt (30 
percent); cuts to the military (27 percent) and cyberterror (15 
percent). For that question, veterans selected more than one 
response, so totals are combined. 

The group did not ask those who were surveyed whether 
they planned to vote for Obama or Romney. 

The poll, which has a 3.5 percent margin of error, was 
conducted with 800 military members and veterans between 
Sept. 27 and Oct. 1. 
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FFLLEEEETT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
17. Navy Suffers Third Collision In 5 Months  
Could op tempo be to blame? 
(NAVY TIMES 29 OCT 12) ... Sam Fellman  

When an attack submarine and a cruiser collided during 
training in the waters off Florida on Oct. 13, it marked a 
troubling turn for the force: the first time the fleet had seen 
three ship collisions within a six-month period since 2000. 

The attack sub Montpelier and cruiser San Jacinto both 
sustained damages following impact, with the cruiser’s sonar 
dome smashed and the top of the sub’s rudder apparently 
sheared off. No crew members have reported injuries. Both 
ships retuned to port for repairs while officials ordered another 
high-level investigation. 

So what’s going on? 
Current and former fleet leaders say that these cases are a 

concern, but caution that the root causes of the incidents 
remain unknown. One retired three-star suggested the fleet’s 
strenuous pace may be partly to blame. 

“It’s very serious to have three of these in a five-month 
period, but I don’t see a trend here,” said retired Vice Adm. 
Peter Daly, the former No. 2 at Fleet Forces Command. “If 
there’s any trend here, it might be that there’s a higher tempo 
of fleet deployments right now.” Daly, who retired in 2011, 
added: “It’s like driving more miles on the road — you’re 
increasing the odds that something could happen.” To be sure, 
each case is different, and details are still emerging about what 
went wrong. This is especially true of the latest collision. 
Montpelier was submerged and coming up to periscope depth 
at 3:30 p.m. when it was struck by San Jacinto. Officials have 

not said why the ships were so close or established who was at 
fault. Investigations are underway. 

Neither CO has been disciplined so far. Montpelier is 
commanded by Cmdr. Tom Winter and San Jacinto by Capt. 
Bill McKinley. 

The last time the fleet saw this many collisions was from 
February to August 2000, when the oiler Yukon collided with 
a civilian vessel, the amphibious transport dock Denver struck 
the Yukon hard, and the destroyer Nicholson ran into the oiler 
Detroit. 

Naval Surface Forces did not respond to a request for 
comment on the latest spate of collisions by press time. 

In both of the earlier collisions this year, the service fired 
the skipper of the ship found to have been at fault. Both cases 
show that the shipdrivers, including the CO, got the basics 
wrong — and no one stepped up to fix them.  

Porter  
The destroyer Porter is now returning to Norfolk, Va., 

with some new decks and gear. It received a month of repairs 
after its starboard side was smashed by a supertanker Aug. 12, 
not long after the destroyer had passed through the Strait of 
Hormuz. 

Details are emerging on the mishap. It was not long after 
midnight when Porter completed its 13th strait transit. As with 
most transits through Hormuz, the ship had been hailed by 
foreign navies, including the Iranians, and had to send reports 
on the exchanges to the fleet. The ship’s leadership was 
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focused on getting these messages out, according to an initial 
safety report. Around midnight, Cmdr. Martin Arriola, the 
ship’s CO, left the bridge. 

Meanwhile, the ship was confronted with traffic. Vessels 
going the other way were maneuvering from the open ocean 
toward the narrow channel. Among them was a vessel “not 
under command,” which all other ships must steer clear of. 
Porter plowed toward this traffic at 20 knots, the Naval Safety 
Center reported in an Oct. 5 naval message. 

The captain returned to the bridge around 1 a.m. 
Confronted with a busy shipping picture, Arriola made a 
fateful decision: He ordered the helm to turn left, the report 
said. That is a departure from navigation standards, which say 
that ships should generally turn right to steer clear. And Porter 
did not contact the supertanker to arrange passage. 

In the moments before the collision, Porter ordered all 
ahead flank, its top speed. But the ship did not get clear. The 
result — a jarring impact that tore open a room-sized hole in 
the ship’s starboard side and, by one account, flooded the 
radio room  — was the product of a series of compounding 
errors anyone could have made, a new message makes clear. 

“The ship had multiple opportunities to avoid this 
collision,” the NSC’s lead investigator wrote in the message 
on the class ‘A’ mishap, when damages cost more than $2 
million. An excerpt of this message was provided to Navy 
Times by a Navy official. “Had the [officer of the deck] 
slowed and come well right to pass astern of the contact eight 
minutes before the collision, had the CO decided to come right 
when he was informed there was another tanker beyond the 
not under command vessel four minutes before the collision or 
had the CO agreed with the OOD’s recommendation to come 
right two minutes before the collision, the collision would 
have been avoided. 

“It is truly miraculous that no one was seriously injured or 
killed in this incident,” investigators concluded. 

In this case, the ship drove too fast into traffic and when 
the CO made an unusual decision — to turn left — no one 
questioned it. That’s exactly what the bridge watch-standers 
should have done, one Navy official said. 

Turning left makes sense only if you’re maneuvering 
around something stationary, said the official, who was 
familiar with the report and spoke on condition of anonymity. 
“The international agreement is if there’s something wrong, 
you’re going to turn right. That’s how we’re going to avoid 
our problems. When [Arriola] turned left, he broke the rules.”  

Essex  

As with Arriola, the CO of the amphibious assault ship 
Essex made a mistake at a critical moment. Essex was taking 
position alongside oiler Yukon at 9 a.m. May 16 when the ship 
momentarily lost control of its starboard rudder. The ship’s 
bow turned toward the oiler. Then the helmsman regained 
control. 

At this moment, Capt. Chuck Litchfield told the conning 
officer to order “left rudder.” Litchfield didn’t specify how 
much. The conning officer, an ensign who had never driven an 
unrep approach before, ordered “left hard rudder.” The rudder 
went over to left 30 or so degrees and stayed there for nearly 
30 seconds. 

Litchfield had intended some left rudder to steer the 
ship’s bow back to port. But the left full rudder proved an 
over-correction. Indeed, some officers realized this. 

A more experienced officer told the conn to “belay that,” 
referring to the hard left rudder order. But the conn didn’t 
make another order and so the helm stayed left. And after 30 
seconds, the executive officer saw the stern swinging 
dangerously toward the oiler and yelled, “Watch your stern!” 
The momentum was already too great, however. Seven 
seconds later, Essex’s stern cracked into Yukon. 

One common problem in both the Essex and Porter 
collisions was that the CO made a mistake — and no one fixed 
it, the Navy official noted. Both “interjected themselves and 
they didn’t have it all right,” he said. “They paid the price.” 
Nonetheless, there remain many differences between the 
incidents. Essex’s occurred during an evolution. Porter was 
deployed. And San Jacinto and Montpelier were training. Each 
incident prompted command and safety investigations, some 
of which are still ongoing. 

“I think the Navy will relentlessly get the root cause and 
take action,” said Daly, who’s now the chief executive of the 
U.S. Naval Institute. 

Asked whether a safety standdown, last ordered in 2009, 
was again called for, Daly replied that this would depend on 
what the investigations find. 

“My experience was you usually looked at something like 
that when you saw a pattern of behaviors that needed to be 
addressed urgently across a wide swath of the force,” he said. 

Another worry is that the Navy overreacts to these 
incidents. Retired Capt. Jan van Tol, a former CO of the 
Essex, cautioned that this may cause some COs to become 
even more risk-averse, fearing that “an error by their 
subordinates might ding their careers.” Over time, the culture 
could become less willing to take risks, he said. 
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SSUURRFFAACCEE  FFLLEEEETT::  
18. LCS Sailors Learn The Art Of Multi-Tasking  
Littoral combat ship Sailors hold down multiple jobs at a demanding pace 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 21 OCT 12) ... Jeanette Steele 

Hey, Sailor, what’s your job on the ship? If the vessel is 
the Fort Worth, the U.S. Navy’s third and newest littoral 
combat ship, the answer may be: Which job?  

On this nearly 400-foot warship, only 40 people make up 
the core crew. The concept is called “minimal manning,” or 
“optimal manning,” depending on who you talk to.  

The Navy is experimenting with the concept on the new 
littoral ships, which are highly automated. At a planned force 
of 55, these small, fast ships are expected to make up a fifth of 
the U.S. fleet.  

The small crew size means the ship’s head cook is also 
the rescue swimmer. He wears the fireman’s suit when 
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helicopters land, and he handles ropes when the ship docks at 
a pier. During refueling at sea, he helps attach the gear.  

That cook is 27-year-old Matthew Nordquest, a Sailor 
who joined the Navy nine years ago for money for culinary 
school. One way that littoral cooks do so many jobs is they 
rely more on pre-made food.  

“It’s different. It’s not bad. I like it because you can get 
out of the galley and see how the whole ship works. I know 
what the boatswain’s mates do. On a normal ship, I’d only see 
boatswain’s mates when they came through the (food) line,” 
Nordquest said.  

The Sailor who asked “which job?” is Philip Milazzo, the 
ship’s 34-year-old defense systems operator.  

He jangles when he walks because he carries a fist-sized 
clump of keys on his belt. They open various doors, including 
rooms that hold projectiles for the ship’s guns.  

Like the other Fort Worth sailors, he volunteered for the 
littorals because it was a challenge. On other ships, he had one 
job, which he knew well.  

“Here, it’s like that on steroids. It takes a special type of 
Sailor to do this. I guarantee not everyone can do it. We make 
it work because none of us have the ‘fail’ or ‘quit’ gene,” 
Milazzo said.  

One casualty of this multi-tasking is sleep.  
“Sleep?” asks Nordquest. “Sometimes you don’t.”  
Sailors say they grab a few hours here, a few there. The 

Fort Worth’s skipper says that’s OK by him.  
“I had a meeting with the entire crew a couple weeks ago, 

and asked the question, ‘How many people have not gotten six 
hours of sleep within the last 24 hours?’ Nobody raised their 

hand,” said Cmdr. Randy Blankenship, the Fort Worth’s 
commanding officer.  

“That’s the minimum standard I have that everybody has 
to get each day. Some days you might get that six hours all at 
one time. Other days it may be three hours before watch, three 
hours once you get off watch.”  

Littoral Sailors serve four months on the ship, then four 
months off, when an identical crew takes over. That makes 
“deployments” shorter than on traditional vessels, such as 
destroyers.  

These core crews contain only seasoned Sailors. 
Nordquest and Milazzo are first class petty officers, or E-6s. 
The littoral program only takes Sailors who are “superstars,” 
Blankenship said.  

“Is that going to be sustainable when we’ve got 55 of 
these out there? I don’t think that will be,” the skipper said. 
“But I think the level of knowledge that it takes to operate the 
ship, the amount of cool things it does, will generally drive the 
quality of your people.”  

Blankenship said the Fort Worth operated smoothly with 
40 Sailors on its recent trip from a Wisconsin shipyard to San 
Diego. The sleek-looking littoral arrived in San Diego Bay for 
the first time Thursday morning.  

But the Navy is still evaluating the concept.  
The San Diego-based Freedom, the first prototype in the 

littoral class, will deploy to Singapore next year carrying an 
added complement of bunks.  

Vice Adm. Tom Copeman, commander of naval surface 
forces in San Diego, said the ship will take a few extra Sailors 
to help with maintenance and ship security in foreign ports.  
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19. New Robots For Ships  
Firefighting humanoid will seek and extinguish fires onboard 
(NAVY TIMES 29 OCT 12) ... Jacqueline Klimas  

Damage controlmen aboard Navy ships could be getting a 
new tool to fight fires — a humanlike robot named ASH. 

Researchers at Virginia Tech are developing ASH, or the 
Autonomous Shipboard Humanoid, a firefighting robot 
sponsored by the Office of Naval Research. The robot will be 
able to understand hand signals from its human counterparts, 
locate the fire and deploy a fire suppression canister to put it 
out, according to lead researcher Dennis Hong. The robot will 
also be equipped with special sensors and infrared cameras 
that allow it to see through smoke and in areas with low 
visibility, according to Brian Lattimer, who works with Hong 
at Virginia Tech. 

“It’s not meant to eliminate human firefighters,” Hong 
said. “Humans are better for certain things. The whole idea is 
to save people’s lives. When it’s too dangerous for humans to 
get in, that’s a task for the robot.” Though human firefighters 
stay low to the ground to avoid smoke and high heat, this 
robot is being built in a human form to allow it to navigate a 
ship and keep its balance while at sea. 

“A Navy ship is an environment designed for humans, the 
step size, the door handles,” Hong said. “Unless the robot is in 
human shape and form, it won’t be able to navigate the 
environment.” To protect it from heat, Hong said the robot 
will wear a firefighting suit similar to what humans wear. 

The robot’s bottom half is already finished and walking, 
and the upper half will likely be finished by the end of 

November. Researchers will begin testing the robot aboard the 
Shadwell, a decommissioned dock landing ship, early next 
year, Hong said. The Shadwell testing ship is moored in 
Mobile Bay, Ala. 

The goal is to have at least one ASH on every Navy ship, 
said Tom McKenna, program manager of biorobotics at ONR. 
He couldn’t predict which type of ship will get the robot first, 
or when. 

The robot will be able to find a fire on its own and 
determine what actions are needed to put it out, Lattimer said. 
But humans could also give it direction, via hand signals. 
Hong compared the hand signals to the way special operators 
communicate in action movies. For example, pointing to an 
affected area to direct the robot there or waving your arms to 
make the robot stop. 

“It’s, ‘We found a fire, you can put it out.’ Not, ‘You 
have to walk this way, hold the hose, spray the water,’” 
Lattimer said. “Even if the person said, ‘I think there’s a fire 
over there somewhere, but I’m not sure where,’ it’s been 
designed to navigate to where the fire is.” The robot will use 
fire suppression canisters to initially decrease the fire, and will 
then use the same hand line hose typically used by human 
firefighters to put out any residual flames, Lattimer said. The 
robot may also have a backpack with a hose that shoots out 
fire-suppressing foam, Hong said. 
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Eventually it should be able to do anything a human can 
do, Hong said, from shipboard tasks like mopping the deck to 
leisure activities like fetching a beer. 

“It ultimately can be used not only for firefighting,” Hong 
said. “You know Rosie the Robot [from ‘The Jetsons’]? This 
could be a future butler to do the dishes and laundry.” Just like 
any humanoid, ASH is a product of his predecessors. A lot of 
technology for ASH came from CHARLI-2, designed at the 
Virginia Tech Robotics and Mechanisms Laboratory. 

CHARLI-2 was the first full-size autonomous humanoid 
robot, and was built to study how a robot could walk on two 
legs. It made headlines for its soccer skills during the 
Robocup, a competition where autonomous robots play soccer 
against each other. It won the event in both 2011 and 2012. 

Now CHARLI-2’s development is “being used to save 
people’s lives,” Hong said. “All the technology that was 
developed is now being used for [ASH].” 

 
Return to Index 
 
 

AAIIRRCCRRAAFFTT  CCAARRRRIIEERRSS::  
20. Pilot Reporter Gets Firsthand Look At Life On Truman 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 21 OCT 12) ... Mike Hixenbaugh 

My head feels cloudy. Thirty minutes before, I had 
strapped myself into a rear-facing seat of a cargo plane for the 
ride of a lifetime. 

The aircraft's cabin is dark, loud and smells of fuel. My 
stomach flutters as the C-2 Greyhound rattles through the air 
above the Atlantic Ocean. My head aches under the squeeze of 
ill-fitting headgear. I peer through smudged goggles. 

"Five minutes!" 
The shout from an air-crew member startles me. I strain 

forward to look out one of the two tiny passenger windows. 
For miles and miles, nothing but water and sky. 

"Three minutes!" 
This time, the announcement is louder. It comes from a 

crew member seated a few rows ahead of me. He waves his 
left hand frantically over his head - a signal we've been told to 
watch for. The plane jerks up and down, then begins its 
descent. 

"One minute!" 
I pull the restraints tighter across my waist and start 

counting down the seconds. 
Before I finish, the plane slams to a sudden stop aboard 

the deck of the aircraft carrier Harry S. Truman. In two 
seconds - less time than it takes to read this sentence - we've 
gone from traveling 100 mph to zero. 

The plane's rear hatch slides open, and daylight streams 
in. I blink hard to adjust my eyes. A man wearing a white vest 
waves for me and the other half-dozen passengers to line up 
behind him. 

From the ship's gray deck, I look out at an endless 
expanse of ocean. Disoriented, I gaze upward as a fighter jet 
screams low overhead with a rumble so powerful it rattles the 
fillings in my teeth. 

A hand slaps my shoulder and turns me around. 
"Look at me!" commands the man in the white vest. 

"Look around later!" 
With that, my orientation to life aboard an aircraft carrier 

begins. 
To an untrained eye, the action on the deck appears 

chaotic. but to anyone who has ever served on a carrier, it 
might seem ordinary. 

Photographer Ross Taylor and I are getting a rare slice of 
life that the average person will never experience. We had 
accepted an invitation to spend time on the Truman in early 
October as the ship's crew of more than 2,000 sailors trained 
about 100 miles off the coast of Virginia. 

It was a chance for a fledgling military reporter to observe 
firsthand the people and technology I write about. 

Onboard, we undergo a short safety briefing - including 
suggestions on how to avoid being blown overboard by jet 
exhaust - before an officer leads us to the flight deck. 

We step onto it as an F/A-18 Hornet taxies into position. 
A woman in a green shirt - a sailor who's part of the catapult 
crew - climbs under the jet and attaches the plane's towbar to 
the steam-powered catapult used to launch aircraft off the 
abbreviated runway. 

A pair of sailors behind the jet wave their hands in a 
series of signals to a yellow-vested officer standing a few 
dozen feet from the nose of the plane. The officer in turn 
waves a series of signals to the pilot. 

The jet's engines fire louder. The officer in yellow - called 
a shooter - gives a thumbs-up, then crouches and extends his 
arm to point down the runway. 

A second later, the jet roars off the deck and into the sky. 
To say it is loud doesn't begin to explain it. Noise levels 

on the deck can reach 150 decibels, nearly double the level 
considered hazardous. 

And the noise isn't a one-time occurrence. It happens over 
and over again, with each departure and each arrival. 

A few hundred feet away, a Super Hornet screams onto 
the deck, after snagging its tail hook on an arresting cable. The 
cable is one of four super-high-tension wires attached to 
hydraulic cylinders below deck. 

The wires absorb the plane's energy and help slow it from 
150 mph to zero in two seconds. That's all the time you get. 

As I watch the action, it begins to make sense. After a 
while, it starts to resemble a tightly choreographed dance. 

Every person has a purpose, each shirt color denotes a 
specific job, each jet movement follows a well-rehearsed 
script. 

The action often is compared to a ballet. The dance is 
hypnotic. 

After several hours, we're led back inside. 
We have dinner - roast beef, potatoes and gravy - in the 

officers' wardroom. Then we head to the carrier's control 
center. 

As I watch a jet move across a computer screen toward a 
landing, an officer with a silver star stitched on each shoulder 
plops down next to me. 

Without introducing himself, Rear Adm. Kevin Sweeney 
asks if I am The Pilot reporter. I nod. 
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The man in charge of Carrier Strike Group 10 surprises 
me by rattling off a few details from my professional bio, then 
wonders aloud why the newspaper would entrust a rookie to 
cover such an important beat. 

I doubt my stuttering response clears that up for him. 
Later, I watch night-flight operations from a platform on 

the stern, where landing signal officers help guide pilots safely 
to the deck. 

These officers, pilots themselves, use visual cues to gauge 
a jet's height and speed as it comes in for a landing. They use 
light signals and speak into a radio to tell pilots whether they 
are on a safe course or whether they need to pull up and try 
another pass. 

A jet comes in high, misses the arresting wires and bolts 
back into the sky. 

"We've literally seen tens of thousands of passes and 
know what a landing is supposed to look like," explains Lt. 
Cmdr. Stan Hanley. 

The roar of jets sings me to sleep. 
During the night, the crew responsible for launching the 

ship's rescue boat is stirred to life when a blinking white 
strobe is observed in the water. It resembles the lights on Navy 
life vests that flash when immersed. 

The "man overboard" call turns out to be a false alarm - 
the light was attached to a fishing buoy. 

But that's not always the case, Chief Petty Officer 
Kenneth Campbell tells me in the morning. 

Campbell, who leads the rigid-hull inflatable boat crew, 
recalls motoring out to save sailors who had stumbled 
overboard. Or, at other times during his 20 years in the Navy, 
recovering the bodies of those who had intentionally jumped. 

Whatever the reason a shipmate ends up in the water, 
Campbell's four-person rescue crew usually returns to the ship 
with an additional passenger in the boat, he says. 

"There's a purpose behind all these drills," Campbell says. 
"That way, we're ready when it counts." 

We had gotten up by 6 and eaten breakfast on the mess 
decks, the everyman's dining hall. The eggs were cold and the 
coffee weak - much different than the more exclusive 
wardroom experience afforded officers. 

Now, after about 24 hours aboard, we climb back into the 
C-2 that had brought us here. 

The Truman's crew and other ships in its strike group are 
spending three weeks off the coast to prepare for a deployment 
early next year. 

I am spent after just one day. 
Our plane's engines roar to life. We roll into position on 

the runway. We are part of the dance, then... 
A catapult flings us off the deck at 130 mph. 
My stomach is in my throat, the plane is in the air, and we 

are on our way back to our real lives. 
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21. USS Enterprise Makes Final Port Stop In Naples, Italy 
(STARS AND STRIPES 22 OCT 12) ... Christina Silva 

ABOARD THE USS ENTERPRISE — Since its 
deployment during the Cuban missile crisis in 1962, the USS 
Enterprise has seen conflicts ranging from the war in Vietnam 
to those in Bosnia-Herzegovina and Afghanistan. After more 
than 50 years at sea, the USS Enterprise is headed home from 
deployment for the last time. 

The U.S. Navy’s oldest operating vessel, the world’s first 
nuclear-powered carrier, made its final port stop in Naples, 
Italy, on Friday before setting sail for its home port, Norfolk, 
Va., where it will be broken down piece by piece before its 
steel ligaments are sold off for scrap. Its last hurrah mirrored 
its first. The Enterprise made its inaugural stop in Naples after 
its commissioning in 1962. 

The Enterprise embarked on its 25th and final deployment 
in March, to the Middle East. In those seven months, its 180 
aviators flew roughly 8,800 sorties and the ship crossed the 
Strait of Hormuz 10 times, peacefully facing off against 
Iranian sailors amid building tensions in the region. During its 
longest period at sea, the crew went 52 days without setting 
foot on land. 

“This ship has served its time,” said Rear Adm. Walter 
Carter, commander of the Enterprise Carrier Strike Group, 
while the ship was ported in the Gulf of Naples on Friday. 
“It’s time to retire.” 

Many who have served on the ship continue to follow its 
movements. Nearly 2,000 veterans attended the Enterprise’s 
50th birthday celebration last year in Norfolk, and 12,000 
seats have been set aside for the inactivation ceremony in 
December. 

“It’s not lost on me, or any sailor or Marine who has 
served on this ship,” Carter said. “We all understand the 
importance of those who came before us and we just want to 
bring the ship home with the honor and credit that she 
deserves.” 

Flags representing the 50 states lined a red carpet leading 
through the ship’s hangar bay and festive lights were strung 
across the flight deck Friday ahead of a reception for local 
dignitaries, including U.S. Ambassador to Italy David Thorne 
and Adm. Bruce Clingan, commander of U.S. Naval Forces 
Europe-Africa. 

James Cramer, a retired seaman who served on the 
Enterprise from 1977 through 1980, hasn’t seen the ship in 
more than 30 years, but he still follows its activities on 
Facebook. 

“I hate to see it go,” said Cramer, 54, of Pontiac, Mich., in 
a telephone interview “It’s depressing. It breaks my heart. It’s 
like watching them tear down your old house.” 

Cramer was 19 when he was stationed on the ship in 
February 1977. He recalled traveling under the Golden Gate 
Bridge, fearful that the Enterprise’s soaring tower would hit 
the iconic span. 

“The Enterprise is part of history,” Cramer said. “I 
couldn’t believe it when I got my orders to go on it. We got to 
go everywhere and see everything. I was just a country boy 
from Alabama and doing something like that was just 
awesome. You grew up on that ship.” 

The retirement will reduce the number of U.S. aircraft 
carriers from 11 to 10. 
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Under federal law, the Defense Department must maintain 
11 carriers, but the Navy obtained a waiver to sidestep that 
mandate through 2015. The Enterprise’s replacement, the USS 
Gerald R. Ford, won’t be ready for duty until late that year. 

Pentagon leaders say a shrinking military budget has 
made it nearly impossible to maintain an 11-carrier mandate in 
the near future. The Navy expects to save $85 million annually 
while the Enterprise is decommissioned. 

Some sailors fear the reduced force will also mean the 
retirement of the Enterprise’s storied name, which has been 
carried by eight ships since the American Revolution. 
Supporters have started a petition to urge the Navy to name its 
next carrier Enterprise. But it’s unlikely another ship would 
carry that name before at least 2020 because the next carriers 
due for commissioning have been named. 

The Enterprise’s age is apparent throughout the ship. 
Some elevators have long been out of commission, too 
expensive to fix. Rust coats nearly every surface, thick layers 
of steel have grown thin with time and when the USS 
Enterprise approaches full speed, “you can feel it shake,” Petty 

Officer 3rd Class Casey Watson said last month, during a visit 
by reporters while the ship was deployed in the Gulf of Oman. 

The Enterprise has required $30 million in annual 
maintenance costs in recent years and $55 million in annual 
operating costs, said Lt. Cmdr. Sarah Self-Kyler, the 
Enterprise’s spokeswoman. 

Inside the ship’s mechanic shop, sailors worked long 
hours making new surface grinders, drill pressers, gears and 
flanges from big blocks of brass and steel. 

“This is an old ship,” Petty Officer 2nd Class Michael 
Petronio, the machine shop’s leading petty officer, said last 
month. “They stopped producing these parts a long time ago.” 

Capt. Stephen Paulette, an oral surgeon assigned to the 
ship, first visited the Enterprise when he was 10 years old 
during a Boy Scout field trip. Even then, he said last month, he 
was awed by the ship’s legacy. As an adult, he was thrilled 
when he learned he had been assigned to the Enterprise. 

“It’s just such a historic ship,” he said. “We didn’t even 
walk on the moon when this was designed.” 
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22. Enterprise And Nimitz-Class Carriers Won't Be Museums 
(DAILY PRESS (NEWPORT NEWS, VA) 21 OCT 12) ... Michael Welles Shapiro 

NEWPORT NEWS, Va. — A group of Navy veterans 
want to preserve the USS Enterprise's history, but it appears 
they'll be doing it without the ship itself. 

The veterans learned in March that making a museum out 
of the aircraft carrier, the largest in the U.S. fleet and the first 
to be powered by nuclear reactors, isn't an option. More 
recently they they learned that a more modest effort to 
preserve the ship's island, also wouldn't fly. 

And for the 10 Nimitz-class carriers in the 11-ship U.S. 
fleet, a future as a museum seems unlikely. 

"Inactivation of nuclear-powered aircraft carriers requires 
removing large sections of ship structure to facilitate reactor 
compartment removal and disposal," Rear Adm. Thomas 
Moore, the Navy's program executive officer for carriers, said 
in a statement emailed to the Daily Press. 

Converting any one of the carriers, all built in Newport 
News, Moore wrote, would likely "cost tens of millions of 
dollars." 

The Navy already ruled out making a museum out of the 
Enterprise. 

At 50 years old, the ship is the oldest carrier in the fleet. 
Its inactivation ceremony — a retirement party for ships — is 
set for Dec. 1. After that the ship will be defueled and stripped 
down in Newport News, and eventually towed to Puget Sound, 
Wash., where its eight reactors will be taken out of the ship for 
disposal. 

"We had wanted to think that of all the (nuclear) carriers 
Enterprise would be the one that would be used as a museum," 
said Don Thiry, who lives in Woodhaven, Mich., and served 
on the ship during a refueling in Newport News from 1969 to 
1971. 

But Thiry, who also chairs the USS Enterprise 
Association, said veterans of the ship understand that the 
ship's eight reactors, and the process to get them off the ship, 
take that option off the table. 

"We'd hoped that someplace like Alameda, where we 
were homeported, or Newport News, Norfolk, Portsmouth or 

somewhere in that area would like to have it, but the cost is 
prohibitive," he said. "And once it's taken apart, nobody wants 
to pay to put it back together." 

Another Enterprise vet put it succinctly in a recent issue 
of the association's newsletter: "Too big. Too nuclear." 

The Enterprise was commissioned in 1961, and given the 
motto, "The First, The Finest." 

It was and remains the longest aircraft carrier in the U.S. 
fleet, earning it the nickname the Big E. 

Early in the ship's career, it was part of a blockade during 
the Cuban missile crisis and then joined the first nuclear-
powered naval task force. That three vessel group steamed 
around the world without a single refueling. 

The carrier first saw combat in Vietnam in 1965 — 
another first for nuclear-powered ships — and was one of the 
first ships to respond to the terrorist attacks on Sept. 11, 2001, 
steaming overnight to establish a presence in the North 
Arabian Sea. 

Knowing that the ship itself would not become a museum, 
the USS Enterprise Association started coming up with other 
ideas. 

Thiry said the association asked the Navy about 
preserving the "island" — the tower that rises above the flight 
deck. The answer was no. 

"They said the cost to save even that is just prohibitive," 
Thiry said. And the island on the Enterprise is not original — 
it was replaced during the ship's mid-life refueling and 
overhaul. 

But some documents and artifacts from the Big E will be 
saved under policies laid out by the Naval History & Heritage 
Command. Some of those items can then be donated to 
musuems that showcase naval and aviation history like the 
Smithsonian National Air and Space Museum. 

The command's website includes a long list of such items 
that are kept from decommissioned ships, including the last 
flown flag on a vessel, certain plaques, the helm, spyglass and 
ship paintings and photographs. 



 22

Thiry said the association is talking with Naval officials 
and a contact person at Newport News Shipbuilding, a 
business unit of Huntington Ingalls Industries, as its members 
continue to think about possible preservation plans. 

What about the Nimitz-class? 
Joe Brunner, a San Diego-area retiree who was a member 

the Nimitz's commissioning crew, said he's not surprised to 
hear that the Navy is reluctant to make a museum out of his 
old ship and the other carriers in its class. 

Ship museums are expensive endeavors, even without the 
nuclear factor, said Brunner, a member of the USS Nimitz 
Association. 

"These nonprofit organizations that take over these ships 
to preserve them are just about, to the last one, in financial 
trouble," Brunner said. 

"They're very, very expensive to maintain, and they don't 
get the support they need to keep them going." 

All that becomes trickier for a ship that runs on nuclear 
energy, he added. 

"You have to remove all the reactors, but you also then 
have to establish a new power system on the ship," he said. 

Three aircraft carriers have become museums in the U.S., 
but none of them was built in the last 60 years. 

They are the USS Intrepid in New York City, the USS 
Yorktown in Mount Pleasant, S.C., and the USS Midway in 
San Diego. 

As a museum, the Midway has drawn more than 4 million 
visitors in its first five years. 

Fans and veterans of the USS Ranger, one of the first so-
called supercarriers, learned last week that the Navy plans to 
scrap that ship instead of donating it for use as a museum on 
the banks of the Columbia River near Portland, Ore. 
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SSUUBBMMAARRIINNEESS::  
23. Strategic Deterrence, New Ship At Core Of Sub Force’s Future 
(NAVY TIMES 29 OCT 12) ... Sam Fellman  

Submarine brass gathered to discuss the state of their 
force in mid-October, reiterating priorities as they grapple 
with what looks to be a shrinking pot of defense dollars in the 
future. Their top priority is building the next-generation 
ballistic-missile submarine during the decade of the 2020s. 

Rear Adm. Barry Bruner, the director of submarine 
warfare, summed it up: “One: Strategic deterrence is a 
national imperative. Two: Ohio replacement is the ship that 
will take our country out through this century … And three: 
It’s being built at a responsible cost.” More highlights from 
the Naval Submarine League symposium held in northern 
Virginia Oct. 17-18:  

Switchblade  
You may soon get your chance to fly a remote-controlled 

airplane — from a submarine. 
Officials hailed the launch of the small airplane by the 

attack submarine North Carolina during the 2012 Rim of the 
Pacific exercise. The Switchblade unmanned aircraft system, 
fielded by contractor Raytheon, is designed to carry sensors 
that expand the submarine’s surveillance capability and can be 
launched underwater — from the sub’s trash disposal chute.  

High-op tempo  
Subs are in high demand. Nowhere is this truer than the 

guided-missile submarine fleet. These four boats, each with 
separate blue and gold crews, are in extraordinary demand by 
combatant commanders, who desire them on station. 

Both of the Pacific Fleet’s guided-missile submarines, 
Michigan and Ohio, together spent 552 days deployed in 2011, 
said Rear Adm. Frank Caldwell, head of Submarine Force 

Pacific. That means on any day last year, there was a 3-in-4 
chance that both boats were deployed. The two Fleet Forces 
Command hulls, Florida and Georgia, deployed for 410 days 
over the same time period. 

Over the past year, the force has maintained two guided-
missile subs and about 10 attack subs deployed, officials said. 
This has led to some stress on the force, but sub brass say 
they’re determined to keep cruises as close as possible to six 
months.  

Command culture  
The Navy has seen a spate of firings again this year, and 

the sub force is no exception. But in the silent service, a 
smaller branch that prides itself on its smarts and stealth, these 
burnouts are a source of some hand-wringing for current and 
former submariners. This year, the force has fired four chiefs 
of the boat and three sub captains for reasons ranging from 
lackluster performance and failing to report hazing to lying to 
break off an extramarital affair. 

In a question-and-answer session at the conference, one 
retired submariner said that some junior officer told him that 
the brass’ solution may be exacerbating the problem: Too 
many inspections and visits by the squadron were sapping the 
skipper’s authority. 

The new three-star head of Submarine Forces disagreed. 
“Having a well-manned squadron to support the commanding 
officer does not take away any of the authority, responsibility 
or initiative that that commanding officer must have,” said 
Vice Adm. Michael Connor. 
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24. Indian, U.S. Navies To Undertake Submarine Rescue Operations Deep Underwater 
(TIMES OF INDIA 22 OCT 12) ... Rajat Pandit 

NEW DELHI -- If an Indian submarine gets "disabled'' 
deep underwater, the sailors are sunk since the country has 
only rudimentary submarine rescue facilities. Now, in a 
unique and complex endeavour, Indian and U.S. Navies have 

come together to practice the rescue of "trapped'' submariners 
from deep under the sea.  

The Indo-U.S. submarine rescue exercise 'INDIAEX-
2012' will kick off this week with the U.S. Navy's Undersea 
Rescue Command flying down a submarine rescue system - a 
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deep-submergence rescue vessel (DSRV) or a submarine 
rescue chamber (SRC) -- to Mumbai, sources said.  

The DSRV or SRC will then be shipped to the exercise 
area off Mumbai, where it will dive deep underwater to "mate'' 
with "disabled'' submarines to rescue sailors in intricate 
manoeuvres rarely practiced by Indian sailors.  

A DSRV or "mini submarine'', equipped with pressurised 
chambers, sonars and cameras, can rescue 24 sailors at a time 
from a depth up to 610 metres after "mating'' with a stricken 
vessel's hatch. At present, Indian sailors bank upon 
"submarine escape pressurized suits'', or the help of diving 
support ships like INS Nireekshak, but they can be used only 
for relatively shallow depths.  

Navy's endeavour to procure two DSRVs of its own, for 
about Rs 1,000 crore, has been stuck for well over a decade. 
As an "interim measure'' in 1997, India had inked a contract 
with U.S. Navy for its "global submarine rescue fly-away kit'' 
service, paying an initial $734,443 for it.  

But the agreement got derailed due to the post-Pokhran-II 
sanctions in 1998. It was later revived in 2004 but there has 
been a huge delay in setting up the requisite infrastructure 
needed for it. This also included fitting of 'Padeyes' - holding 
devices welded into submarine escape hatches to secure the 
DSRV - on Indian submarines. The US rescue system, as per 
the agreement, will be transported to India within 72 hours of 
an emergency.  

Proper submarine rescue facilities are critical for India 
since it has an ageing fleet of 14 diesel-electric submarines -- 
10 Russian 'Kilo' class and four German HDW ones -- apart 
from the nuclear-powered INS Chakra leased from Russia 
earlier this year.  

There are also six French Scorpene "killer'' submarines, 
being constructed at Mazagon Docks under the Rs 23,562 
crore 'Project-75', slated for delivery in 2015-2020, three years 
behind schedule. India also hopes to make its own nuclear 
submarine INS Arihant operational next year, which is to be 
followed by two additional "follow-on vessels''. 
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AALLLLIIEEDD  NNAAVVIIEESS::  
25. French Navy Seeks Support For New Patrol Vessel 
(DEFENSE NEWS 20 OCT 12) ... Pierre Tran 

PARIS — The French Navy is hoping a heightened 
awareness of the sea’s importance in global economics and 
politics will win support for buying a new generation of 
offshore patrol vessels (OPVs), even as the fiscal outlook 
darkens. 

“France has the second-largest maritime domain after the 
U.S., and that brings obligations and duties,” Adm. Bernard 
Rogel, French Navy chief of staff, told Defense News. 

“That’s one of the challenges of the OPV program there. 
Today, it’s hard to define the priorities, but I am in the middle 
of the renewal of part of the French fleet.” 

The Navy wants the new OPV to enter service in 2017 to 
replace an aging fleet of some 20 diverse light frigates, patrol 
and fisheries protection boats, Rogel said. 

In the interim, the Navy has secured initial funding of 554 
million euros ($725.7 million) for a gap-filler, namely, eight 
ocean supply vessels under the “batiment multimission” 
project. The service will also receive 317 million euros in 
2013 to upgrade its Atlantique 2 maritime patrol aircraft. 

In the near term, Rogel’s fleet modernization includes 
orders for 11 FREMM multimission frigates and six 
Barracuda attack submarines. 

The Navy’s planned OPV procurement runs against a 
fiscal tide expected to slash defense, as embattled President 
François Hollande pledges to cut the budget deficit to 3 
percent of gross domestic product in 2013 from an estimated 
4.5 percent this year. 

On Sept. 28, Hollande unveiled a 2013 austerity budget, 
widely seen as the toughest for decades, with 20 billion euros 
in tax increases and 10 billion euros in spending cuts. 

The 2013 defense budget is 31.4 billion euros, the same 
level as this year. 

The 554 million euros for the eight ocean supply vessels 
is a “down payment,” not the total budget, a Navy spokesman 
said. 

The new ships will be armed civil supply ships and will 
perform security-at-sea missions. The vessels will be funded 
on an interministerial basis — 80 percent from defense, the 
rest from other ministries, Rogel said. 

The ocean supply vessels, due to enter service in 2015, 
will support a carrier task force or submarine, and perform 
duties such as anti-pollution, diving and towing. Of the eight, 
four will have military status, with the status of the rest to be 
decided, the spokesman said. 

The ships will help maintain operational capacity and 
allow time for the planned fleet of new generation OPVs to 
grow in number and replace the fleet of P400, Aviso 69 and 
other vessels. 

A single multirole vessel is expected to cut training and 
maintenance costs, Rogel said. 

“The idea is to have a long series. If you don’t have a long 
series, that costs in training crews and maintenance,” he said. 

Acquisition of the multimission OPVs — project name 
Batsimar, or batiment de surveillance et intervention maritime 
— is considered necessary to maintain the sovereignty mission 
for overseas territories. That mission includes surveillance, 
control of shipping, fisheries, anti-drug and trafficking, and 
protection of oil facilities off the coast of Guiana in the 
northern Atlantic Ocean. 

DCNS built the Gowind Adroit ship and leased it for free 
to the Navy to try out for three years, looking to meet the 
requirement for the new OPV. 

Treasury officials have approved 1.7 million euros in next 
year’s budget to pay for studies on the new ocean supply ships 
and 4 million euros for studies on the OPV, the Navy 
spokesman said. No money is available for feasibility studies 
to replace four logistics ships. 

When it comes to funding, the Navy faces competition 
from the Army and Air Force, which have modernization 
projects seen as key to maintaining capabilities. 
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The land forces are counting on funding for Scorpion, an 
integrated program intended to replace the véhicule avant 
blindé troop carriers, Sagaie and AMX 10RC light tanks, 
modernize the Leclerc heavy tank and deliver a powerful 
command-and-control network. 

“What the Army will or will not be tomorrow depends 
largely on the way in which this program will be designed and 
conducted,” Christian Mons, chairman of the GICAT land 
systems trade body, said Oct. 16 at a dinner debate on 
Scorpion. 

The fate of the land arms industry is directly tied to the 
program, he said. “Its future is tied to this program’s future, to 
the delay or not of its launch, of its final scope,” Mons said. 

For the Air Force, the 2013 budget launches the Multi-
Role Tanker Transport (MRTT) program to replace the KC-
135 fleet, with 15.12 million euros to pay for studies. That 
payment is part of an initial 368 million euro authorization for 
the MRTT, widely expected to be the A330 from Airbus 
Military. 

Besides billions of euros needed for the 14 MRTT 
aircraft, the Air Force seeks funding for a midlife upgrade for 
the Mirage 2000D, estimated at some 700 million euros. 

“Why not extract some of the great potential for this fleet, 
which is still showing its effectiveness?” Air Force Gen. Jean-
Paul Palomeros, then-Air Force chief of staff, asked the 
parliamentary defense committee July 17. 

“It is not possible” to meet the three services’ 
modernization demands, said Etienne de Durand, director of 
security studies at think tank Institut de Relations Français 
Internationales. 

Defense spending will be cut as part of the austerity drive. 
“They don’t have huge slack” to cushion the cuts, he said. 

The question is whether the reduction will be short- or 
long-term. “If it’s 10 years, France will not be a defense 
player,” he said. 

The defense and security white paper will reset the 
strategic objectives, and give guidance for the 2014-2019 
multiyear budget law. 
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26. Argentina Evacuating Navy Ship Seized In Ghana 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 21 OCT 12) ... Michael Warren 

Argentina announced the immediate evacuation Saturday 
of about 300 crew members from the ARA Libertad, a navy 
training ship seized in Africa nearly three weeks ago as 
collateral for unpaid bonds dating from the South American 
nation's economic crisis a decade ago. 

Only the captain and a few other members of the crew of 
326 sailors will remain on the three-masted tall ship, a symbol 
of Argentina's navy. 

Argentine President Cristina Fernandez decided to pull 
the rest out after failing to persuade authorities in Ghana to 
reverse a judge's decision to seize the ship. The judge also 
refused to allow the ship to be refueled, leaving it without 
power to maintain essentials and respond to any onboard 
emergencies, the foreign ministry said. 

"That made clear the judge's intention to obligate a 
sovereign nation to negotiate with an entity dedicated to 
financial piracy from its fiscal hideaway in the Caribbean. 
This is the only unacceptable option for Argentina," Foreign 
Minister Hector Timerman said. 

The Ghanaian judge acted on a claim by NML Capital 
Ltd., which is based in the Cayman Islands. Its owner, 
billionaire investor Paul Singer, leads a group demanding 
payment in full, plus interest, for dollar-based Argentine 
bonds bought at fire sale prices after the country's economy 

collapsed a decade ago, forcing a sharp devaluation of its 
currency. 

The vast majority of bondholders accepted about 30 cents 
on the dollar years ago, which is roughly what the holdouts led 
by Singer initially paid for the bonds. 

NML Capital has said Argentina owes it about $350 
million, and offered to let the ship leave if Fernandez's 
government put up a $20 million bond to be forfeited. 

Timerman called this "an attack that is nothing more or 
less than a kidnapping, an extortion and an act of piracy 
against a sovereign nation." 

Argentina didn't say how it would manage to evacuate the 
crew, which also includes sailors from Brazil, Chile, Uruguay, 
Paraguay, Venezuela, Ecuador, Bolivia and South Africa. The 
bondholder group could potentially ask Ghana's courts to seize 
an airplane flown by Aerolineas Argentinas or the country's 
military. 

Argentina argued that military vessels are immune from 
seizure as collateral, but Ghanaian authorities were not 
persuaded. 

A lawyer in Ghana for NML Capital, Ace Ankomah, told 
The Associated Press earlier Saturday that Argentina never 
responded to the bondholders' offer to fly the crew home. 
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27. Argentine Ship Seized In Port. Can It Happen To The U.S.? 
(NAVY TIMES 29 OCT 12) ... Chris Cavas 

The U.S. Coast Guard’s Eagle, a huge and graceful 
training ship, is seized in Hong Kong by Chinese forces, 
whose government claims legal authority to do so based upon 
the $1.2 trillion debt America owes the Communist nation. 

Far-fetched? 
Sure, but not so much as you might think. 
Consider the predicament of the Argentine navy sailing 

vessel Libertad. The ship, whose name translates to 
“Freedom,” recently made a port call in Ghana, where about 

300 midshipmen and crew members enjoyed themselves for a 
few days. 

But on Oct. 2, according to media accounts, Ghanaian 
author-ities seized the ship while pierside in Tema. The 
Libertad and those aboard were held against their will — and 
they’re still there. 

Pirates? Terrorists? 
Nope. The Libertad has run afoul of a global equity 

invest-ment company. 
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In a story that reads like a Coen brothers movie plot, 
NML Capital — registered in the Cayman Islands, with 
offices in Cyprus, and a subsidiary of New York City-based 
hedge fund company Elliott Management — obtained a court 
order in Ghana to seize the ship. It’s part of a decadelong 
effort by NML and Elliott to recover up to $1.6 billion from 
Argentina’s 2001 loan defaults. 

NML Capital reportedly wants $20 million to let the ship 
go, and Argentina is refusing to pay. 

Argentina appealed the seizure to a Ghanaian court, 
which denied the request and sided with NML. 

On Oct. 15, the head of the Argentine navy, Adm. Carlos 
Alberto Paz, was sacked, along with two other senior officials, 
for not properly evaluating the threat before calling at Tema. 

Aboard the ship are sailors not just from Argentina, but 
from Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Ecuador, Peru, South Africa, 
Suriname, Uruguay and Venezuela. Accord-ing to some media 
reports, with Argentina refusing to pay pier charges of about 
$50,000 a day, shore power has been cut, and the ship is low 
on fuel and food. 

Chile sent a delegation to try to free the Libertad. At press 
time, the ship was still stuck. 

The incident begs the question, could this happen to a 
U.S. Navy ship? 

Of course it could. But the U.S. has more resources able 
to bear on such a situation. 

The U.S. Navy routinely worries about anti-terrorism and 
force protection measures, and each port call is vetted in 
advance. 

Teams of diplomats and other officials also pave the way 
before the brow drops and Joe Sailor can hit the town. Status-
of-forces agreements, memorandums of agreements and 
understandings, and mutual agreements — writ-ten and 
unwritten — attend vir-tually every visit to a foreign port by a 
U.S. government ship. 

A couple of authorities on admi-ralty law told me the U.S. 
consid-ers its government-owned ships to be sovereign and 
not subject to seizure, a claim based not only on U.S. law but 
admiralty law going back at least two centuries. 

That, of course, wouldn’t stop a particular country from 
refusing to acknowledge those conventions and attempting a 
seizure. In such a case, the admiralty law author-ities said, the 
U.S. would likely bring in State Department and Justice 
Department teams, rely-ing on diplomatic and legal channels. 

And of course, sometimes the solution is to just not go to 
a par-ticular port or country. 

Which, apparently, is why Argentina has a new chief of 
navy, his predecessor having been shot down by a hedge fund. 
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TTEECCHHNNOOLLOOGGYY::  
28. U.S. Cyber Experts: Deterrence Not Enough 
(DEFENSE NEWS 21 OCT 12) ... Zachary Fryer-Biggs 

The U.S. Defense Department’s new cyber defense 
mantra — deterrence — is poised to help prevent attacks 
easily attributable to nation-states. 

The problem? Many attacks, and frequently the most 
sophisticated, don’t come immediately from nation-states. 
Instead, they come from groups that, while state-supported, 
provide plausible deniability for their benefactors, experts 
said. 

Defense Secretary Leon Panetta announced a new policy 
approach Oct. 11, a more aggressive stance in which 
deterrence will be used to convince bad actors to stay their 
hands. Panetta claimed that the U.S. can now effectively find 
out who is behind attacks and has developed the offensive 
tools to take decisive, even pre-emptive, action. 

But while experts applauded the efforts to make 
cybersecurity policy a more public debate, they questioned the 
broad applicability of a deterrence model. 

“One theory of deterrence is not going to be applicable to 
the spectrum of potential bad actors in cyberspace,” said 
Roger Cressey, a senior vice president at Booz Allen 
Hamilton. 

However, Cressey said deterrence can be useful. “Where 
people go off the rails is they say, ‘Well, deterrence is not 
going to work in every scenario, and therefore it’s worthless,’ 
” he said. “No. Deterrence will work in some scenarios at the 
nation-state level.” 

The problem with broader deterrence lies largely in the 
plausibility of a U.S. response. When a nation-state attacks in 
a way in which attribution is obvious, it creates a scenario not 
dissimilar to a kinetic attack on the U.S. International law 
already has well-worn guidelines on how states can respond to 

an attack against its citizens or military, depending on the 
cyber aggressor’s target. DoD has made it clear that it won’t 
hesitate to use kinetic weapons to respond to such an obvious 
attack. 

But many of the most dangerous threats stem from quasi-
state organizations, where offices might be in privately held 
facilities staffed by cyber experts outside of any military 
installation, but whose funding comes from nation-states. 

Even if the attribution problem has largely been solved, 
and DoD can determine that such an office is behind an attack, 
potential responses are limited. Is the U.S. willing to strike 
against what are ostensibly private citizens? Although the U.S. 
has taken action against terrorists, strikes have occurred in 
largely lawless areas, and not, for instance, in the heart of 
China, where many cyber attacks originate. 

“The challenge for policymakers is that if it’s a nation-
state activity, there’s a playbook for that,” Cressey said. “If 
it’s state-supported, what’s the response against that?” 

One of the larger problems with attempting to deter these 
groups is the financial ramifications, said Jeff Moulton, a 
researcher at the Georgia Tech Research Institute. 

“Deterrence as we witnessed in the kinetic world results 
in an ‘arms race’ of sorts,” Moulton said. “We build 10 
nuclear missiles, they build 15, we build more, they respond in 
kind. And it goes on. I’m not convinced this was the proper 
strategy. One could argue that we out-spent the Soviet Union 
and forced them into bankruptcy; however, the cyber world is 
different. There are rogue actors all over the world, and I 
doubt we have the fiscal resources, not to mention the 
technical talent, to employ this approach.” 
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And even the demonstration of force before its use, a 
technique employed in the past, might not work in cyber, 
Moulton said. 

“If a rogue nation-state ‘misbehaves,’ we often deploy a 
carrier group to the area as a ‘show of force’ to deter further 
unacceptable behavior,” he said. “How do you do that in the 
digital world? A series of ‘pings’ on their industrial control 
systems, perhaps a limited [distributed denial-of-service] 
attack? Will it have the same effect?” 

Further complicating a deterrence model is that most 
attacks focus on espionage as opposed to destruction. During 
the Cold War, espionage was seen as outside of the larger 
arms buildup and not viewed as an aggressive act, allowing 
both Soviet and American actors to freely spy. Whether the 
U.S. will apply those looser standards to cyber is unclear. 

“The whole question of deterrence in cyber really doesn’t 
apply to espionage,” said Irving Lachow, a fellow at the 
Center for a New American Security. “Every nation is spying. 
The only question is, who’s spying better?” 

These concerns only exacerbate some of the larger policy 
issues DoD faces when it comes to cyber. International law on 
conflict was written long before cyber capabilities were 

conceived, the agency is still struggling to write new rules of 
engagement for cyber, and current policies for training the 
force may be inadequate to generate a sufficient pool of 
experts. Possibly more important, DoD hasn’t publicly used an 
offensive weapon, making its deterrence stance less plausible. 

Technical issues also loom, as experts expressed doubts 
about the department’s claim of being able to pinpoint the 
source of an attack or to quickly deploy precision cyber 
weapons, given that White House authorization is still needed 
for any strike. 

But the larger suggestion, that the U.S. will act, is 
important and can work even if the aggressive stance doesn’t 
deter bad actors, Cressey said. 

“In counterterrorism, the question is, if you kill a terrorist, 
does that deter others?” he said. “The answer is no, but so 
what? The point is that you’re eliminating operational 
command-and-control capabilities by killing the terrorist. In 
cyberspace, does it deter? Maybe, maybe not. But if you’re 
able to take action to eliminate the bad entity’s ability to 
conduct operations, that’s OK, too.” 
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29. New Navy Training On Guiding Ships Goes Virtual 
(10 NEWS ABC SAN DIEGO 20 OCT 12) ... Michael Chen 

SAN DIEGO - New technology playing out at a San 
Diego base comes amid several recent collisions of Navy 
ships.  

10News was there as Ensign Kara Yingling prepared to 
guide a destroyer out of a stormy port in Japan.  

"It's very realistic. You can get motion sickness, 
definitely," said Yingling.  

While the seasickness can be real, the ship is not.  
Yingling is connected to one of nine new virtual trainers 

being used in an eight-week course for future surface warfare 
officers at Naval Base San Diego. The training is called 
Conning Officer Virtual Environment training or COVE.  

As Yingling is issuing commands, a computer voice 
acting as the helmsman, responds.    

The trainer can replicate ports across the world, and 
scenarios include pulling out and into ports and refueling.  

The Navy says virtual trainers are invaluable because in 
the past, the only real alternative is on-the-job training.  

"The consequences here aren't half as bad as if they're on 
a ship making the same mistakes, so it's better to learn here 
and experiment here so when they get on a ship they're more 
confident," said Yingling.  

Recently, mistakes have made headlines.  
This past weekend, a Navy submarine collided with the 

USS San Jacinto off the coast of Florida.  
Back in May, the San Diego-based amphibious assault 

ship USS Essex collided with another ship while attempting to 
refuel.  

To prevent future incidents, there is a focus on laying a 
foundation    

"We're conserving resources and giving them good 
training. If they get that training initially, it's going to make 
them better off down the road," said Lt. Tim Cushanick, an 
instructor with the new systems.  

Together, the nine virtual trainers in San Diego cost about 
$2 million. Navy leaders point out that pales in comparison to 
ship training costs and the damage resulting from mistakes. 

Return to Index 
 
 

IINNFFRRAASSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  IINNSSTTAALLLLAATTIIOONNSS::  
30. Panetta: Even With Cuts, Area To Be Key To Defense 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 20 OCT 12) ... Bill Bartel 

NORFOLK -- Secretary of Defense Leon Panetta assured 
Hampton Roads business and military leaders Friday that, 
even with Pentagon spending cutbacks, the region will 
continue to play a major role in the nation's defense strategy. 

"Simply put, this region houses perhaps the greatest 
concentration of military might in the world," Panetta said 
during a breakfast speech to the Hampton Roads Chamber of 
Commerce. "And support offered by this community to our 
service members, veterans and their families is an incredibly 

important part of what makes this area the strategic national 
asset that it is." 

Panetta acknowledged that changes are coming with a 
new defense strategy and, as the war in Afghanistan winds 
down, reductions in defense spending of $487 billion over 10 
years. He made no promises about specific military assets in 
Hampton Roads but said he didn't want to diminish the 
region's role. 

"As secretary of defense, I'm going to do everything I can 
to keep this community strong in terms of its military for the 
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future," Panetta said, adding that the region's shipyards and 
other defense contractors need to be preserved. 

"I'll be damned if I'm going to contract out to any other 
country to be able to protect our defense in this country," 
Panetta said, drawing applause from the 550 people in the 
Norfolk Waterside Marriott ballroom. 

"We will continue to invest in the unique capabilities and 
military and industrial facilities like those in Hampton Roads," 
he said. "The facilities help us protect the strongest military in 
the world." 

Panetta, who was appointed defense secretary in July 
2011, has previously served as director of the Central 
Intelligence Agency, chief of staff for President Bill Clinton 
and as a California congressman. 

He also warned of the threat of deeper defense reductions 
because of automatic budget cuts of $1 trillion over 10 years 
that are set to begin in January. Half the reductions would be 
in defense and half in discretionary domestic programs. 

The cuts - known as sequestration - were triggered after a 
divided Congress failed to agree last year on a plan to reduce 
the national debt and limit deficit spending. The government is 
borrowing more than $19 billion a week to pay its bills. Many 
lawmakers have opposed any efforts to raise new revenues, 
and others have refused to consider any cuts in entitlement 
programs. 

Federal lawmakers are due to return to Washington after 
the Nov. 6 elections to attempt to reach a deal that would avert 
the automatic cuts. Panetta has warned that failing to stop 
sequestration would be "disastrous" to national defense. 

The secretary said many in Congress acknowledge that 
the automatic cuts were never intended to happen but added 
them to legislation as a threat to force action. 

"They put a gun to their head and said, 'If we don't do 
what's right, we'll blow our heads off.' And they didn't do 

what's right, and now the damn gun is cocked - to go off in 
January," he said. 

The budget problem isn't simply a money issue, he said, 
it's also about leadership: "If we don't have elected leaders 
who are willing to come together to solve the problems facing 
this country, our national security is in jeopardy." 

U.S. Sen. Mark Warner, the Virginia Democrat who 
helped arrange Panetta's appearance, told the audience that the 
national debt crisis is not the fault of one political party and 
will require compromises on cuts and sources of new revenue 
to get it under control. 

"Both parties have unclean hands," he said. 
The deficit spending grew, he said, because $4 trillion in 

tax breaks - the so-called Bush tax cuts - were approved, 
reducing the federal government's cash flow without new 
sources of income to replace them. 

At the same time, defense spending doubled, wars were 
fought in Iraq and Afghanistan, a new Homeland Security 
department was created, and a new Medicare prescription drug 
benefit was approved. In addition, people are living longer, 
putting more stress on Social Security and Medicare, he said. 

The debt has to be reduced by at least $4 trillion over 10 
years, said Warner, who has supported a combination of 
budget cuts, new revenue, and changes to entitlement 
programs. 

"Anyone who thinks we can get there with simply a nip 
and tuck here, a cut here or there, either with defense or 
discretionary alone, cannot read a balance sheet," Warner said. 
"Anyone that is running for office and takes a pledge that says 
we will never look at revenue or we will never look at 
entitlements is not a serious person about dealing with our 
debt crisis." 
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CCOOMMMMEENNTTAARRYY::  
31. More Problems In Okinawa 
(JAPAN TIMES 21 OCT 12) 

Another allegation of rape by American servicemen in 
Okinawa on Tuesday has reignited anti-U.S. protests by 
Okinawans and resentment throughout Japan. Okinawa Gov. 
Kazuhiro Nakaima called for more severe measures than in the 
past. Defense Minister Satoshi Morimoto noted the severity of 
the allegation. Vice Foreign Minister Shuji Kira lodged a 
protest with U.S. Ambassador John Roos, who promised 
cooperation and renewed effort "to earn the trust of the 
Okinawan people and the people of Japan." 

Earning that trust will not be easy. Okinawans are already 
angry over the deployment of Osprey tiltrotor aircraft, citing 
concerns about safety. Another sexual assault case involving a 
U.S. serviceman and a Japanese woman in August has kept 
resentment and anger at a high level in Okinawa. Some 
newspaper reports have noted an allegation of premeditation 
for this attack against the woman, which, if proven, will make 
the situation even worse. 

Okinawans may start calling for the complete removal of 
the United States military presence. The majority of American 
servicemen behave in a disciplined manner and are dedicated 

to the security and stability of East Asia. Unfortunately, 
however, sexual assault cases continue to be a problem. 

Finding a reasonable solution will be difficult. For the 
immediate future, the U.S. military needs to institute better 
discipline, training and awareness about behavior when off-
duty. For soldiers, tremendous discipline and focus is needed 
when they are working or in combat conditions, but that self-
control should extend outside the base as well. 

Second, the issue of prosecution and trial for crimes needs 
to be clarified. Under the Japan-U.S. Status of Forces 
Agreements, the American military reserves the primary right 
to try American service members. Though Ambassador Roos 
promised "complete and unequivocal cooperation" with the 
investigation of the current incident, he did not clarify exactly 
what steps would be taken and which system of justice would 
be followed. 

Finally, Japan and the United States need to reconsider 
the conditions for the bases. It is unlikely that criminal 
incidents involving U.S. servicemen are going to disappear. 
The history of incidents has been too consistent. However, the 
security concerns of Japan and the United States are also 
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unlikely to disappear. Instead, they will only increase if 
incidents such as the dispute with China over the Senkaku 
Islands continue. 

Both countries need to work out ways to improve the 
behavior of service members and establish clear guidelines for 
investigations and legal procedures for criminal behavior. The 

decades-long policy of hosting U.S. military bases in Japan 
has played an important role in the region, but the persistence 
of serious crimes like this one threaten the stability of the 
long-standing security alliance between Japan and its most 
important ally. 

Return to Index 
 

32. A Lesson In Restraint: What China Tells Us About Iran 
(WASHINGTON POST 21 OCT 12) ... Michael Lumbers 

How is an American president to handle an ideological, 
seemingly irrational adversary that may be on the cusp of 
acquiring nuclear weapons even as it continues to stir up 
trouble in a region pivotal to U.S. interests? 

One could be forgiven for assuming this conundrum 
describes only President Obama’s difficulties with Iran. As 
tonight’s presidential debate on foreign policy will make clear, 
the question of how to respond to the possibility of an Iranian 
bomb may be America’s most pressing international 
challenge.  

Obama has declared that a nuclear-armed Iran could not 
be contained and must be prevented, but he deliberately has 
been vague about the lengths to which he would go in 
preempting such a threat or how long he is willing to pursue 
the negotiation track. The Republican nominee, Mitt Romney, 
has derided efforts to resolve the dispute through talks, 
claiming that Israeli concerns have been ignored and insisting 
that Tehran must be left with no doubt that it will never be 
allowed to obtain nuclear weapons. 

While there has been much recent discussion on whether, 
and how, the United States should preempt a nuclear-armed 
Iran, little attention has focused on how previous U.S. decision 
makers reacted when faced with the prospect of an enemy 
acquiring nuclear weapons. In fact, President Lyndon B. 
Johnson confronted the same problem with China. 

While the situations are not identical, Johnson’s prudent 
decision to forgo a preemptive attack against Chinese nuclear 
installations carries pertinent lessons for today’s standoff with 
Iran. 

As it became clear in 1964 that China was preparing a 
nuclear test, supporters and opponents of a preemptive strike 
within the Johnson administration advanced arguments in 
terms strikingly familiar to those heard today. Declassified 
papers from the Lyndon Baines Johnson Presidential Library 
reveal that the prevailing argument of those calling for 
restraint — most of whom were in the State Department — 
was that the relative military insignificance of a Chinese 
nuclear capability and the unlikelihood of a U.S. strike dealing 
a decisive blow to the program did not warrant the risks 
associated with such an option. 

Senior officials such as Defense Secretary Robert 
McNamara and national security adviser McGeorge Bundy 
wondered whether a militant regime that preached 
revolutionary upheaval throughout Asia might be emboldened 
by the bomb to carry out its vision, whatever the cost. State 
Department analysts asserted that China’s belligerent rhetoric 
belied its strategic caution. China’s leaders, they reasoned, 
might be tempted to step up support for regional insurgencies, 
such as the one engulfing South Vietnam, but they would stop 

short of any reckless action that threatened their own survival 
and would avoid at all costs a direct clash with the superior 
U.S. arsenal. Even revolutionaries were susceptible to the 
logic of deterrence, they argued. 

Regarding the widespread fear that a Chinese bomb 
would trigger a regional arms race — another claim similar to 
those made by Iran hawks today — these same officials 
argued that this could be headed off by reassuring Asian allies 
of the U.S. commitment to its defense guarantees and by 
increasing conventional assistance. When China tested the 
bomb on Oct. 16, 1964, the White House strongly reaffirmed 
its support of regional allies. Obama’s moves in the past year 
to bolster defenses in the Persian Gulf can be viewed in a 
similar light. 

Some contended that an unprovoked attack on China 
would merely feed Beijing’s narrative that the United States 
was an aggressor and undermine U.S. prestige throughout the 
world. This argument should resonate among those today who 
fear that unilateral U.S. action might prompt intensified anti-
American sentiment among Muslims, potentially 
strengthening jihadist ideology. 

China’s behavior after becoming a nuclear power bears 
out the wisdom of Johnson’s restraint. During the Vietnam 
War, the tensest period in Sino-American relations over the 
past 50 years, Beijing continued to support its communist ally 
in North Vietnam. As State Department analysts predicted, 
however, China did so without directly involving itself in 
hostilities or brandishing nuclear weapons, so as to avoid a 
confrontation with the Americans. As China’s means for 
inflicting harm on the United States increased, its willingness 
to pursue such an option decreased. This restraint played no 
small part in keeping the Vietnam War limited. 

Johnson understood that a preemptive strike against China 
was likely to spark new conflict in a region already 
overflowing with flash points, just as opponents of military 
action against Iran fear such an option could invite retaliation 
in a highly combustible neighborhood. Nuclear deadlock 
between the two powers kept tensions contained, leaving 
LBJ’s successor well positioned to pursue new initiatives 
toward China. 

Strategic concerns and political impediments on both 
sides make an imminent breakthrough in Iranian-American 
relations unlikely. Nevertheless, Johnson’s levelheaded 
response to China’s nuclear program suggests that it’s possible 
to keep a lid on hostilities and lay the foundation for an 
eventual reconciliation. This offers a promising precedent for 
decision makers in Washington to consider before going over 
the brink with a deterrable Iran, whose leaders are preoccupied 
with preserving clerical rule at home.  
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This Week in the War of 1812: 
On April 29, 1814, USS Peacock, under the command of Lewis Warrington, met the HMS Epervier near the 
Bahamas. During the battle, Epervier was disabled and captured, leaving eight dead and 15 wounded, 
including Cmdr. Richard Wales. The crew aboard Epervier was reportedly rebellious, fought poorly and had 
one of the worst crews of any vessel on her station. For more information on the War of 1812, visit 
hhttttpp::////wwwwww..oouurrffllaaggwwaassssttiilllltthheerree..oorrgg// 
 
TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. U.S. Naval Official To Discuss Ways To Strengthen Ties 
(PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 23 APR 12) 

On a five-day visit to India, U.S. Chief of Naval Operations Admiral Jonathan Greenert will discuss a range of issues with his 
counterparts to strengthen joint training and mutual cooperation between the two navies and meet the top brass of the Defence 
Ministry here. 

 
2. Top Navy Officer Attends DC Submarine Ball 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 23 APR 12) ... Mass Communications Specialist 2nd Class Kyle P. Malloy, Chief of Naval Operations Public 
Affairs 

WASHINGTON - Chief of Naval Operations (CNO) Adm. Jonathan Greenert and his wife, Darleen, attended the 2012 
Washington D.C. area Submarine 112th Birthday Ball, April 20. 

 
3. Reserve Senior, Master Chief Picks Announced 
(NAVY TIMES 20 APR 12) ... Mark D. Faram 

Two hundred and sixty-three khaki sailors on Thursday were given the nod to add a star to their chief’s anchor as Navy personnel 
officials released this year’s selected reserve and full-time support master chief and senior advancement list. 

 
4. #SAAM: Expedited Transfer Option Available To Sexual Assault Victims 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 21 APR 12) ... Chief of Naval Personnel Public Affairs 

WASHINGTON -- Navy service members who have been the victim of sexual assault and have filed an unrestricted report have 
the option to request an expedited transfer from their unit, according to NAVADMIN 132/12, released April 20. 

 
5. #SAAM: Naval Air Station Jacksonville Teams Up With City Of Jacksonville To Promote Sexual 
Assault Awareness 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 20 APR 12) ... Miriam S. Gallet, Naval Air Station Jacksonville Public Affairs 

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. -- Naval Air Station (NAS) Jacksonville will kick off its weeklong Sexual Assault Awareness 2012 
Campaign at a joint press conference with City of Jacksonville Mayor Alvin Brown at City Hall, April 23. 

 
6. #SAAM: Pensacola Training Center Promotes Sexual Assault Awareness 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 22 APR 12) ... Senior Chief Aviation Electrician's Mate Thomas Hebert, Naval Air Technical Training Center 
Public Affairs 

PENSACOLA, Fla -- Naval Air Technical Training Center (NATTC), hosted the director of Personnel Readiness and Community 
Support during its Sexual Assault Awareness training April 20 as part of the Navy's Sexual Assault Awareness Month campaign. 

 
7. #SAAM: Expeditionary Strike Group 3 Staff Conducts Training 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 21 APR 12) ... Lt. Beth Teach, Commander, U.S. 3rd Fleet Public Affairs 

SAN DIEGO -- Sailors assigned to Expeditionary Strike Group (ESG) 3 staff pledged "these hands won't hurt," and created a 
visible representation of their promise to prevent sexual assault during training held April 20. 
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8. #SAAM: Truman Sailors Reminded Prevention Is Everyone's Duty 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 21 APR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Benjamin Malvezzi, USS Harry S. Truman Public 
Affairs 

PORTSMOUTH, Va. -- Sailors assigned to the aircraft carrier USS Harry S. Truman (CVN 75) were reminded that it is every 
Sailor's responsibility to prevent sexual assault during Sexual Assault Awareness Month (SAAM), April 16-20. 

 
9. #SAAM: CSADD Grill Crawl Bringing Awareness 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 20 APR 12) ... Matt Mogle, Training Support Center Great Lakes Public Affairs 

GREAT LAKES, Ill -- Staff and students from Training Support Center (TSC), Great Lakes and other commands from Naval 
Station Great Lakes participated in the Coalition of Sailors Against Destructive Decisions (CSADD) Sexual Assault Prevention and 
Response (SAPR) Grill Crawl April 18. 

 

CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
10. Navy P-3 Crew Helps Rescue Taiwanese Fishermen 
(STARS AND STRIPES 23 APR 12) ... Erik Slavin 

The 11-person P-3 crew was flying over Western Pacific waters when it received a message at about 4:30 p.m. Saturday from 
U.S. Coast Guard Sector Guam, that a ship was on fire roughly 700 miles west of Guam. After pinpointing the ship’s location, the 
crew of the anti-submarine and surveillance aircraft planned for a rescue. 

 
11. Thousands Of U.S. Sailors Arrive On USS Carl Vinson Ahead Of ANZAC Day 
(MELBOURNE HERALD SUN (AUSTRALIA) 23 APR 12) ... Todd Cardy 

More than 4700 American Sailors will arrive in Fremantle on the U.S. supercarrier that took Osama Bin Laden's body out to sea. 
 

12. Naval Hospital Bremerton Personnel Depart For Pacific Partnership 2012 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 20 APR 12) ... Douglas H. Stutz, Naval Hospital Bremerton Public Affairs 

BREMERTON, Wash. -- Throughout the week of April 16-20, approximately 40 staff members from Naval Hospital Bremerton 
(NHB) have departed to report for Pacific Partnership 2012. 

 
13. Navy Reclaims Civil War Artillery Shell From Piscataqua River 
(PORTSMOUTH (NH) HERALD 21 APR 12) ... Joey Cresta 

KITTERY, Maine — A Civil War-era 100-pound Parrott artillery shell that rested for more than a century at the bottom of the 
Piscataqua River now has a new home in the custody of the U.S. Navy. 

 
14. Man Killed When Navy, Filipino Boats Collide 
(NAVY TIMES 20 APR 12) 

Authorities in the southern Philippines are investigating a collision involving a Navy special operations boat that left a local 
fisherman dead, according to reports. 

 

GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
15. China Military Warns Of Confrontation Over Seas 
(REUTERS 21 APR 12) ... Chris Buckley 

BEIJING - China's military warned the United States on Saturday that U.S.-Philippine military exercises have raised risks of 
armed confrontation over the disputed South China Sea, in the toughest high-level warning yet after weeks of tension. 

 
16. U.S. Commander Reaffirms Defense Pact With Phl 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 23 APR 12) ... Alexis Romero 

PUERTO PRINCESA, Palawan -- A senior U.S. commander in the Pacific yesterday reaffirmed the United States’ mutual 
defense treaty with the Philippines amid increased tensions between the archipelago and China. 

 
17. China, Russia Launch First Joint Naval Exercises 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 22 APR 12) 

BEIJING — China and Russia launched their first joint naval exercises April 22, with war games in the Yellow Sea that come 
amid tensions between China and its Asian neighbors over territorial claims. 

 
18. South Korea Calls For Sea (Name) Change 
Seoul Lobbies to Add 'East' Distinction to Nautical Charts, but Tokyo Is Firm, Saying the Current Label Is 
Just Fine 
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(WALL STREET JOURNAL 23 APR 12) ... Yuka Hayashi and Evan Ramstad 
A diplomatic spat between Japan and South Korea over what to call the sea that divides them is set to make waves at an otherwise 

staid meeting of maritime technocrats this week at a seaside auditorium 6,000 miles away in Monaco. 
 

19. Taiwan Looks To Buy 2 Perry-Class Frigates From U.S. 
(DEFENSE NEWS 23 APR 12) ... Wendell Minnick 

TAIPEI — Struggling to pay for recent weapons released for sale by the U.S., Taiwan may seek to buy two former U.S. Navy 
Oliver Hazard Perry-class frigates after its plan to buy four was terminated. 

 
20. EU Woos India For Piracy Battle 
(CALCUTTA TELEGRAPH INDIA 22 APR 12) ... Sujan Dutta 

NORTHWOOD HEADQUARTERS, U.K. - Trophies from a war waged 30 years back decorate the Falklands Room in the 
officers' mess of this military establishment of the UK just outside London. 

 
21. Navy Boards Ship Suspected Of Bringing Arms To Gaza 
(JERUSALEM POST 23 APR 12) ... Yaakov Katz 

Commandos from the navy’s Flotilla 13 unit boarded a cargo ship, the HS Beethoven, in the Mediterranean Sea on Sunday night 
on suspicion it was trying to smuggle weapons to the Gaza Strip. 

 
22. Fighter Jets About-Turn 'Will Harm Capability' 
(LONDON TELEGRAPH (UK) 21 APR 12) ... Thomas Harding 

Britain will be less able to undertake military operations with the fighter jets that ministers are preparing to buy under a cost-
saving exercise, secret defence plans show. 

 
23. MPs Set To Resume Debate On F-35 Fighter Purchase 
At issue will be whether Canadians were misled 
(OTTAWA CITIZEN 23 APR 12) ... Lee Berthiaume 

Parliamentarians will return to House of Commons on Monday ready to do battle over whether Canadians were misled when it 
came to the troubled F-35 stealth fighter program. 

 
24. Government Urged To Build Submarines At Home 
(THE AUSTRALIAN 20 APR 12) ... Cameron Stewart 

The nation's largest manufacturing union has pleaded with the Gillard government to honour its promise to build the next fleet of 
submarines in Australia amid fears that Canberra could buy the boats from Europe. 

 

PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
25. Pentagon Takes New Steps To Fight Sexual Assaults 
(FEDERAL NEWS RADIO 20 APR 12) ... Jolie Lee 

The Defense Department is ramping up efforts to fight and prevent sexual assaults in the services. 
 

26. War Declared On Sex Assaults 
(TAMPA TRIBUNE 21 APR 12) ... Howard Altman 

LAKELAND -- Sitting in the living room of her Lakeland apartment, Karin Whitley opens an American-flag-decorated box and 
pulls out pictures of moments in her military career that made her proud. 

 
27. Navy Will Start Testing For Prescription Drugs 
(NAVY TIMES 20 APR 12) ... Mark D. Faram 

The Navy ratchets up its war on drugs May 1, with screening of urinalysis samples for two families of drugs — benzodiazepines 
and hydrocodones — that include commonly abused prescription medicines such as Valium, Xanax and Vicodin. 

 
28. Navy Increases Opportunities For Non-Rated Sailors To Strike Into A Navy Career 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 20 APR 12) ... Navy Personnel Command Public Affairs 

MILLINGTON, Tenn. -- Navy has expanded rating designation opportunities for Professional Apprentice Career Track (PACT) 
Sailors, the non-designated workforce in the fleet, officials said April 20. 

 
29. New Pentagon Policy Urges More Telework 
(FEDERAL TIMES 20 APR 12) ... Andy Medici 

Defense Department managers must open telework to as many employees as possible without jeopardizing mission readiness, 
according to a new policy announced Friday. 
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30. Navy Association Celebrates 'Year Of The Chief' 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 20 APR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Desiree D. Green, Navy Public Affairs Support 
Element East 

NORFOLK, Va. -- The Hampton Roads Surface Navy Association (HRSNA) hosted a 'Year of the Chief' luncheon at Vista Point 
Catering and Conference Center April 18. 

 
31. Navy Recruiting Office In Denver Gets Top Honor 
(KCNC CBS DENVER 20 APR 12) 

Colorado may be landlocked, but the U.S. Navy is very active in our mountain state. 
 

32. 2012 Military Family Of The Year 
(STARS AND STRIPES 20 APR 12) ... Carlos Bongioanni 

It was a moment of complete surprise that left Anne Marie Karnbach literally shaking with delight Thursday. 
 

33. Medical Laboratory Professionals To Be Recognized At Naval Hospital Bremerton 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 20 APR 12) ... Douglas H. Stutz, Naval Hospital Bremerton Public Affairs 

BREMERTON, Wash. -- "Laboratory Professionals Get Results!" will be the theme at Naval Hospital Bremerton (NHB) during 
April 22-28 to recognize and honor Laboratory Department staff members throughout National Medical Laboratory Professionals 
week. 

 
34. Navy Investigating Death Aboard Carrier Truman 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 21 APR 12) ... Kate Wiltrout 

The Navy is investigating the death of a Sailor aboard the aircraft carrier Truman. 
 

35. Senior Enlisted Sailor On Sub Relieved Of Duties Amid Claims Of Alcohol-Related Misconduct 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 20 APR 12) ... Michael Melia 

HARTFORD, Conn. — The senior enlisted Sailor aboard a Groton-based attack submarine has been relieved of his duties amid 
allegations of alcohol-related misconduct overseas, a Navy spokeswoman said Friday. 

 

FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
36. Sequester Would Slam Shipbuilding Hardest; Navy League Rallies Resistance 
(AOL DEFENSE 20 APR 12) ... Sydney J. Freedberg Jr. 

Everyone's scared of sequestration. But the U.S. Navy and its shipbuilders are particularly upset by the prospect, because both the 
large-scale nature of naval construction and a historic quirk of the appropriations process leave warships particularly vulnerable. That's 
why the Navy League of the United States, one of the nation's oldest and most influential advocacy groups, is about to mobilize its 
members against sequestration. 

 
37. Multiple Milestones In Range For Fleet’s UAVs 
(NAVY TIMES 30 APR 12) ... Joshua Stewart 

This summer will be the summer of the drone. 
 

38. BAMS Breaks Through 
Demonstrator drone shines in 5th Fleet 
(NAVY TIMES 30 APR 12) ... Joshua Stewart 

An early version of the Broad Area Maritime Surveillance drone is providing 50 percent of the Navy’s intelligence, surveillance 
and reconnaissance coverage in the Middle East and South Asia and has become so indispensable that a carrier won’t pass through the 
contentious Strait of Hormuz without one of the unmanned aerial vehicles providing coverage. 

 
39. Market For Unmanned Aircraft Called Strong 
Despite spending cuts, Northrop in negotiations with government for vehicles 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 21 APR 12) ... Nathan Max 

As two wars end or wind down, the national debt rises and military spending becomes a prime target of budget cuts, all signs 
point to challenging times ahead for defense contractors. 
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40. Navy Reports Mississippi Is On Track For Commissioning Ceremony 
(GULFPORT (MS) PRESS 20 APR 12) ... Harlan Kirgan 

PASCAGOULA, Miss. -- The Virginia-class submarine Mississippi (SSN 782), which is to be commissioned in Pascagoula on 
June 2, passed its second set of sea trials and arrived back at General Dynamics Electric Boat, in Groton, Conn., a Navy news release 
stated Thursday. 

 
41. LCS Mission Packages' Software Needs Streamlining, Official Says 
(DEFENSE DAILY 23 APR 2012) ... Mike McCarthy 

The software that runs each of the Littoral Combat Ship mission modules was separately developed and will require integration in 
the next two years to make training easier and to allow the ship class to deploy a mix of the mission packages, a senior Navy officer 
for the LCS program recently said. 

 
42. DoD Readies MEADS FY '12 Funding Plan For Congress 
(DEFENSE DAILY 23 APR 12) ... Ann Roosevelt 

The Defense Department's plan to use Fiscal Year 2012 funds for a reduced program for Medium Extended Air Defense System 
(MEADS) or for contract termination costs is expected to be delivered to Congress in the next couple of weeks, an official with 
MEADS International said. 

 
43. Reports Cast Doubt On Missile Defense Plans 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 21 APR 12) ... Desmond Butler 

WASHINGTON — Major delays, cost overruns and critical technological problems are plaguing a missile defense system 
designed to protect the United States and Europe from an Iranian attack, Pentagon advisers and government investigators say about 
one of President Obama’s top military programs. 

 
44. Defense Science Establishment Due For Makeover 
(NATIONAL DEFENSE 20 APR 12) ... Sandra Erwin 

The Pentagon’s science-and-technology bureaucracy — 60,000 employees across 62 agencies in 22 states — is under review. 
Some of the military’s laboratories and research organizations are in dire need of updating. Others simply need new management and 
business models to better respond to the needs of troops in the field, senior Pentagon officials said. 

 

BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
45. NOLA Navy Week Wraps Up 
(WVUE FOX NEW ORLEANS 22 APR 12) 

NEW ORLEANS, La, - The Sailors and their ships from across the globe are leaving lasting impressions as part of New Orleans 
Navy week. 

 
46. Historians: War Of 1812 Led To Birth Of Modern Sea Services 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 22 APR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class David P. Coleman, Patrol Squadron 62 Public 
Affairs 

NEW ORLEANS -- Historians from the Navy, Coast Guard and U.S. Park Service discussed the role the city of New Orleans and 
the U.S. sea services played in the War of 1812 at the Williams Research Center at the Historic New Orleans Collection, April 19. 

 
47. During Navy Week New Orleans Wasp Sailors Strengthen Foreign Relationships 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 22 APR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist Seaman Kevin F. Johnson, USS Wasp Public Affairs 

NEW ORLEANS -- Sailors from amphibious assault ship USS Wasp (LHD 1), including the commanding officer and executive 
officer, visited three foreign navy vessels April 19, as part of the the War of 1812 Bicentennial Commemoration during Navy Week 
New Orleans. 

 
48. Constitution Sailors Participate In Caps For Kids During New Orleans Navy Week 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 21 APR 12) ... Seaman Michael Achterling, USS Constitution Public Affairs 

GRETNA, La. -- Sailors assigned to USS Constitution gave Navy ball caps to children during a Caps for Kids event at Ochsner 
Hospital in New Orleans, April 19. 

 
49. Although Blue Angels Cancelled, NOLA Navy Week Provides Other Options 
(WWL CBS NEW ORLEANS 21 APR 12) ... Monica Hernandez 

NEW ORLEANS - Beneath gray skies, crews took down tents and put away chairs. Up to 100,000 people were expected to fill 
Pontchartrain Park this weekend for the excitement of the Blue Angels air show. But rain and gusty winds forced officials to cancel 
after a year of preparation. 
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50. Fleet Week A Homecoming For Two Navy Captains 
(SOUTH FLORIDA SUN-SENTINEL 22 APR 12) ... Robert Nolin 

Gary Boardman and Bob Hein have a few little things in common. Both are Navy captains, both were raised in Broward County, 
and both were fishing fanatics who competed on school swim teams. 

 
51. Navy Band To Visit Next Week 
(ALBANY TIMES UNION 20 APR 12) ... Dayelin Roman 

GUILDERLAND -- The U.S. Navy concert band will make a stop at Guilderland High School next week as part of the Music in 
the Schools program. 

 
52. Lawmakers Aim To Tighten Military Housing Oversight 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 23 APR 12) ... Bill Bartel 

The Navy and other service branches would become more aggressive overseers of privately run military housing under federal 
legislation being introduced this week. 

 
53. Earth Day: Naval Station Newport Celebrates With Base Clean 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 21 APR 12) ... Bob Krekorian, Naval Station Newport Public Affairs 

NEWPORT, R.I. -- Active duty personnel and DoD civilian employees at Naval Station (NAVSTA) Newport conducted a base-
wide clean up of debris, litter and trash, and recyclables, April 16-20, in conjunction with Earth Day 2012. 

 
54. Navy Region Southwest Recognized As Recycler Of The Year 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 21 APR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Benjamin Crossley, Navy Public Affairs Support 
Element West 

SAN DIEGO -- Navy Region Southwest was named one of the "Recyclers of the Year" by the City of San Diego's Environmental 
Service Department (ESD) in the 2012 Waste Reduction and Recycling Awards Program, April 20. 

 
55. George Washington CSADD Cleans Up Yokosuka 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 21 APR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class William Pittman, USS George Washington Public 
Affairs 

YOKOSUKA, Japan -- Sailors from the forward deployed Nimitz-class aircraft carrier USS George Washington's (CVN 73) 
Coalition of Sailors Against Destructive Decisions (CSADD) chapter took part in a community service project to clean up parts of 
Yokosuka, Japan, April 21. 

 
56. Naval Weapons Station Seal Beach Announces Economic Impact Study Results 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 21 APR 12) ... Gregg Smith, Naval Weapons Station Seal Beach Public Affairs 

SEAL BEACH, Calif. -- Naval Weapons Station Seal Beach announced the results of a recently completed economic impact and 
community involvement study April 20. 

 
57. Naval Base San Diego Hosts Spin4Kids 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 21 APR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Justin L. Webb, Naval Base San Diego Public 
Affairs 

SAN DIEGO -- More than 130 Sailors, retirees, government employees and dependents broke a sweat during the hour-long 
Spin4Kids at Naval Base San Diego (NBSD) Admiral Prout Field April 18. 

 
58. No Date Set Yet For Return Of Okinawa Base Land 
(KYODO NEWS 21 APR 12) 

Japan and the United States have yet to discuss when some of the land occupied by U.S. forces in Okinawa will be returned to 
local control in conjunction with the transfer of marines to Guam, Foreign Minister Koichiro Genba said Friday. 

 

NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
59. Betrayal Of Trust? 
Allegations of rape at West Point, Annapolis 
(CNN 22 APR 12) ... Kyra Phillips and Jessi Joseph 

Karley Marquet and Annie Kendzior said they enrolled at two of the nation's most prestigious military academies to serve their 
country and become military officers. Instead, they claim, they were raped -- and their military careers are now over. 
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60. Jill Biden To Visit Newport News On Wednesday 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 21APR 12) ... Bill Bartel 

Jill Biden, wife of Vice President Joe Biden, will visit a Newport News elementary school on Wednesday to "highlight the needs 
of military-connected students," the White House announced today. 

 
61. Week In Review Apr. 14, 2012 – Apr. 20, 2012 
(YOUTUBE 20 APR 12) ... U.S. Navy 

Welcome to this week's U.S. Navy multimedia production featuring selected images from around the fleet received during the 
week of Apr. 14, 2012 – Apr. 20, 2012. 

 

OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
62. Navy Mayor: San Diego Key To Pacific Strategy 
The naval forces in the Southwest are here to meet the challenges of the 21st century 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 21 APR 12) ... Rear Adm. Dixon Smith 

In addition to its world-class tourism amenities, award-winning educational and research campuses, and strategic economic 
proximity to Latin America and the Pacific Rim, San Diego is not only America’s finest city, it’s the Navy’s finest home port. The 
naval forces in the Southwest are here specifically to meet the challenges of the 21st century. 

 
63. Keep The Jets Flying 
(SUFFOLK NEWS-HERALD 21 APR 12) ... Editorial 

The fires that burned following the Virginia Beach crash a couple of weeks ago of an Oceana-based U.S. Navy F/A-18D Hornet 
trainer had barely been extinguished before some people in greater Hampton Roads were already using the near-catastrophe to argue 
for moving the East Coast’s master jet base out of Virginia Beach. 

 
64. The Military's Persistent Gender Divide 
(BOSTON GLOBE 23 APR 12) ... Juliette Kayyem 

With all the focus on the war on women, the issue of war and women isn t getting its share of attention. On Monday, Defense 
Secretary Leon Panetta announced new rules to combat sexual assaults in the military. Over 3,000 alleged assaults are reported 
annually, but the Pentagon now admits that the actual number of incidents is probably closer to 19,000 due to systemic underreporting. 
This acknowledgment marks a cultural shift to protect women in the hopes that the military can recruit, retain, and promote them to 
the highest levels of command. 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. U.S. Naval Official To Discuss Ways To Strengthen Ties 
(PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 23 APR 12) 

On a five-day visit to India, U.S. Chief of Naval 
Operations Admiral Jonathan Greenert will discuss a range of 
issues with his counterparts to strengthen joint training and 
mutual cooperation between the two navies and meet the top 
brass of the Defence Ministry here. 

“Admiral Greenert will be visiting some of the important 
Naval offices in the country and will interact with the top 
officials of the Indian Navy. Today he will call on Defence 
Minister A.K. Antony and Defence Secretary Shashikant 
Sharma,” Navy officials said here. He will also meet the three 
Service chiefs. 

The visit by the top United States officer is taking place a 
week after the navies of India and the U.S. concluded their 10-
day long Malabar-series exercise in the Bay of Bengal. 

After interacting with the top brass here, Admiral 
Greenert will visit the Western Naval Command at Mumbai 

and meet its Flag Officer Commanding-in-Chief Vice Admiral 
D.K. Joshi and Fleet Commander Rear Admiral Girish Luthra. 

“In Mumbai, he will also go to the Mazagon Dockyard 
Limited (MDL) and from there he will proceed to Goa where 
he will visit INS Hansa Naval base and will meet Flag Officer 
Naval Aviation (FONA) Rear Admiral Sudhir Pillai,” they 
said. 

From Goa, Admiral Greenert will go to Karvar, which is a 
major hub of the navy’s training activities and will meet the 
Flag Officer Karvar Area Rear Admiral Atul Jain. 

The visit will culminate at Cochin where the Admiral will 
interact with Southern Naval Commander Vice Admiral K.N. 
Sushil. 

“During the visit, Admiral Greenert will discuss a range 
of issues such as ways to strengthen joint training and mutual 
cooperation between the navies of U.S. and India,” the 
officials said. 

Return to Index 
 

2. Top Navy Officer Attends DC Submarine Ball 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 23 APR 12) ... Mass Communications Specialist 2nd Class Kyle P. Malloy, Chief of Naval Operations Public 
Affairs 

WASHINGTON - Chief of Naval Operations (CNO) 
Adm. Jonathan Greenert and his wife, Darleen, attended the 
2012 Washington D.C. area Submarine 112th Birthday Ball, 
April 20. 

CNO was the keynote speaker for the event and talked 
about the legacy of the community, highlighting the honorable 
character and integrity it is known for. 

“Darleen and I are very proud of this community,” said 
Greenert. “This is a unique group of professionals.” 

He went on to point out the equally powerful influence 
submariners have on their maritime and operational partners. 

“Your friends and allies love everything about you,” said 
Greenert. “You are indispensible to this nation and we will 
never waver from what we have in the undersea domain.” 

CNO then went on to talk about how vital the submarine 
force is to naval operations. 

“You need to be bold, you need to be confident and you 
need to be accountable,” said Greenert. “The President 
depends on you to get it right and we will own this undersea 
domain.” 

Finally, CNO recognized the important role families have 
in the community and honored how submariners could not do 
their job without a strong unit at home. 

“We could not do this without our families,” said 
Greenert. “They wear a different uniform but we all know they 
serve.” 

Navy Celebrates 112th Submarine Birthday In Tokyo 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 20 APR 12) Lt. Lara Bollinger, 

Submarine Group 7 Public Affairs 
TOKYO -- More than 300 Sailors, spouses and their 

guests gathered in celebration of the 112th Submarine 
Birthday Ball held at the New Sanno Hotel in Tokyo April 20. 

Rear Adm. Phillip G. Sawyer, commander, Submarine 
Group (COMSUBGRU) 7, Commander Task Force (CTF) 
54/74, hosted the event for Yokosuka's submarine community, 

and submariner counterparts from the Japan Maritime Self 
Defense Force. 

Adm. Kirkland H. Donald, director, Naval Nuclear 
Propulsion, delivered remarks as guest speaker. Donald 
praised the submariners for their achievements and thanked 
them for all their support. 

"I am proud to say that the United States and Kaijo Jieitai 
[JMSDF] submarine forces represented here tonight are 
writing the Submarine Forces' legacy each day," Donald said. 
"Together we support peace and stability in this region 
through joint classroom training, torpedo firing exercises, and 
anti-submarine warfare exercises." 

Donald emphasized the achievements and sacrifices of 
individuals and commands associated with the U.S. and 
JMSDF submarine forces. 

COMSUBGRU 7 is comprised of submarines and 
submarine tenders forward deployed to the Western Pacific 
and Central command regions. U.S. submarines visit several 
ports in Japan. 

Crew members from Los Angeles-class fast-attack 
submarine USS Columbus (SSN 762) attended the birthday 
ball, while enjoying a port visit as part of their deployment to 
the Western Pacific. 

"We are honored to be able to share the U.S. Submarine 
birthday with our fellow Japanese submariners," said Cmdr. 
Dave Youtt, commanding officer of Columbus. "More than 
half of our crew is attending the ball, and I'm sure they will all 
have fond memories of celebrating our submarine heritage 
together in Tokyo." 

Electrician's Mate 2nd Class (SU) Brandon C. McKee, of 
USS Columbus, provided another highlight of the night when 
he accepted his submarine warfare insignia in front of his 
friends and other attendees. 

"This Submarine Birthday Ball is my first ball since 
joining the Submarine Force, and it is really a memorable day 
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for me," said McKee. "I can't think of a better day to become a 
qualified Submariner!" 

Also known as "dolphins," the submarine warfare pin is 
worn by both officers and enlisted who have passed 
proficiency tests for all systems aboard a submarine. As the 
most junior Sailor to earn the insignia, McKee assisted Donald 
and retired World War II submariner Charlie Brown in cutting 
the ceremonial birthday cake. 

The oldest qualified submariner in attendance, Brown, 88, 
served 20 years as a cook in the Navy, including six war 

patrols in the Pacific Theater where he was responsible for the 
kitchen and feeding the men onboard his submarines. 

The submarine ball commemorates the anniversary of the 
U.S. Navy's Submarine Force. The Navy purchased John 
Philip Holland's revolutionary submarine April 11,1900 and 
renamed it the USS Holland (SS-1), America's first 
commissioned submarine. Since then, submariners have been 
patrolling the depths of oceans, taking the fight to enemies and 
providing maritime security around the world. 

Return to Index 
 

3. Reserve Senior, Master Chief Picks Announced 
(NAVY TIMES 20 APR 12) ... Mark D. Faram 

Two hundred and sixty-three khaki sailors on Thursday 
were given the nod to add a star to their chief’s anchor as 
Navy personnel officials released this year’s selected reserve 
and full-time support master chief and senior advancement 
list. 

This year, 41 selected reservists in 23 ratings will advance 
to master chief, while another 187 in 40 ratings will add the 
single star signifying they’re now senior chiefs. 

On the full-time support front, 21 sailors in 12 ratings and 
will put on master chief’s anchors while another 55 in 17 
ratings will now advance to senior chief. 

As is the Navy custom, it’s expected that these sailors will 
be frocked — meaning they’ll assume the rank and any 
privileges given that rank — though they’ll be advanced 
incrementally throughout the year. 

View LIst 
Return to Index 
 

4. #SAAM: Expedited Transfer Option Available To Sexual Assault Victims 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 21 APR 12) ... Chief of Naval Personnel Public Affairs 

WASHINGTON -- Navy service members who have been 
the victim of sexual assault and have filed an unrestricted 
report have the option to request an expedited transfer from 
their unit, according to NAVADMIN 132/12, released April 
20. 

This NAVADMIN follows guidance released by the 
Department of Defense Dec. 16, 2011, which announced new 
policies and procedures to expedite the transfer of a service 
member who files an unrestricted report of sexual assault. 

"We realize there are times when it's in the best interest of 
both the victim and the Navy to expedite a transfer," said 
Chief of Naval Personnel Vice Adm. Scott R. Van Buskirk. 
"Sailors need to understand this option and based upon their 
particular circumstances, request it." 

Sailors who have been the victim of sexual assault and 
have filed an unrestricted report may request an expedited 
transfer from their unit and/or installation. Commanders must 
approve or recommend disapproval of the expedited transfer 
request within 72 hours of receiving the request. In making the 
decision on whether to recommend transfer, commanding 
officers must determine the credibility of the report, and 
consider other factors, as outlined in the NAVADMIN, 
including the potential transfer of the alleged offender. 

Any disapproval recommendation by commanders must 
immediately be forwarded, along with the reasons for the 

recommendation, in writing, to the first flag officer in the 
chain of command. 

A Sailor's request may only be disapproved by the first 
flag officer in the member's chain of command, or a member 
of the Senior Executive Service (SES). 

A request to transfer must come from the Sailor in writing 
and include the reason for transfer. The transfer may be 
temporary or permanent, within or outside the command or to 
another geographic area. 

A request for a permanent change of station transfer out 
of the area of the victim's permanent duty station is to be 
granted on an exceptional basis, according to the 
NAVADMIN. 

For more information on the expedited transfer policy 
read NAVADMIN 132/12 at www.npc.navy.mil. 

Sexual Assault Prevention and Response is an important 
element of the readiness area of the 21st Century Sailor and 
Marine initiative which consolidates a set of objectives and 
policies, new and existing, to maximize Sailor and Marine 
personal readiness, build resiliency and hone the most combat-
effective force in the history of the Navy and Marine Corps. 
The Department of the Navy is working to aggressively to 
prevent sexual assaults, to support sexual assault victims, and 
to hold offenders accountable. 

Help raise awareness by joining the conversation on 
social media using #SAAM. 

Return to Index 
 

5. #SAAM: Naval Air Station Jacksonville Teams Up With City Of Jacksonville To Promote Sexual 
Assault Awareness 

(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 20 APR 12) ... Miriam S. Gallet, Naval Air Station Jacksonville Public Affairs 
JACKSONVILLE, Fla. -- Naval Air Station (NAS) 

Jacksonville will kick off its weeklong Sexual Assault 
Awareness 2012 Campaign at a joint press conference with 

City of Jacksonville Mayor Alvin Brown at City Hall, April 
23. 

"We, at NAS Jacksonville, maintain a zero tolerance 
policy toward sexual assault," said NAS Commanding Officer 
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Capt. Bob Sanders. "Our goal is to eliminate sexual assault by 
fostering a culture of prevention through effective education 
and training, a 24/7 response capability to ensure victim 
support, standardized reporting procedures, and by holding 
perpetrators accountable. 

"Our Sailors must embody the core values of honor, 
courage and commitment and not tolerate behavior that is 
incompatible with a sexual-assault-free environment. It is the 
responsibility of every person aboard NAS Jax to help 
eliminate this crime. The bottom line is that we will not 
tolerate sexual assault aboard our air installation or anywhere 
in the Navy." 

Base personnel will participate in other events throughout 
the week, including a victims' rights seminar, victim legal 
training, and a candlelight vigil. 

"NAS Jacksonville Fleet and Family Support Center 
(FFSC) staff is proud to be part of this year's City of 
Jacksonville Victims' Rights Week," said FFSC Director 
Myrna Wilson. "Sexual assault prevention is everyone's duty 
and the Navy does not tolerate sexual assault. Our partnership 
with the Mayor's Victim Assistance Advisory Council 
(VAAC), and other area agencies that work toward the 
prevention of sexual assault and in support of victims' rights is 
essential. Therefore, our participation in the city's weeklong 
activities is a must." 

According to NAS Jax FFSC Domestic Abuse Victim 
Advocate LaTresa Henderson, NAS Jax is working 
aggressively to prevent sexual assaults, to support sexual 
assault victims and to hold offenders accountable. 

"We support the City of Jacksonville Victims' Rights 
Week activities because it gives us another opportunity to 
bring awareness to issues that our Navy Sailors and families 
face," she said. "By participating in VAAC events and the 
council, we have the opportunity to learn what services are 
available in the civilian community that may help Sailors and 
their families when they become a victim of a crime." 

Henderson has also been selected by the mayor to be this 
year's City of Jacksonville Victims' Rights Week chairman. 

Sexual Assault Prevention and Response is an important 
element of the readiness area of the 21st Century Sailor and 
Marine initiative which consolidates a set of objectives and 
policies, new and existing, to maximize Sailor and Marine 
personal readiness, build resiliency and hone the most combat-
effective force in the history of the Navy and Marine Corps. 
The Department of the Navy is working to aggressively to 
prevent sexual assaults, to support sexual assault victims, and 
to hold offenders accountable. 

Help raise awareness by joining the conversation on 
social media using #SAAM. 

Return to Index 
 

6. #SAAM: Pensacola Training Center Promotes Sexual Assault Awareness 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 22 APR 12) ... Senior Chief Aviation Electrician's Mate Thomas Hebert, Naval Air Technical Training Center 
Public Affairs 

PENSACOLA, Fla -- Naval Air Technical Training 
Center (NATTC), hosted the director of Personnel Readiness 
and Community Support during its Sexual Assault Awareness 
training April 20 as part of the Navy's Sexual Assault 
Awareness Month campaign. 

The goal of Navy Sexual Assault Awareness Month 
(SAAM), April 2012 is to reduce sexual assaults through 
direct, sustained engagement of all-hands at all levels, while 
sending the message that preventing the crime is everyone's 
duty. 

Speaking to staff and students Rear Adm. Martha Herb, 
director, Personnel Readiness and Community Support spoke 
of eliminating sexual assault and that when it happens it hurts 
everybody and affects the Navy's mission readiness. 

"Whatever you do; do your best and the rest will take care 
of itself. Be your own best self," Herb said. "When you hurt 
someone you inflict a wound that hurts inside out." 

Throughout the month NATTC Sailors are focused on 
awareness and prevention of sexual assault in support of the 
overall Department of Defense theme, "Hurts One, Affects 
All. Prevention of Sexual Assault is Everyone's Duty." 

"Sexual assault is a criminal act which is incompatible 
with the Department of the Navy's core values, the Navy 
Ethos, and our high standards of professionalism and personal 
discipline," said Capt. Jim Daniels, NATTC's commanding 
officer. "Alcohol is strongly associated with many cases of 
sexual assault as offenders often victimize individuals under 
the effects of alcohol. Awareness of this tactic, and the 
willingness of Sailors to intervene if this action is observed, 
will positively impact prevention efforts and is the key in 
reducing sexual assaults." 

NATTC's support of SAAM is in line with the 
Department of the Navy's messages, which have a specific 
theme for each week of the month. 

The theme for the first week of April "Hurts One" focused 
on the damaging effects sexual assault has on an individual. 

The following week's theme, "Affects All" conveys how 
sexual assault imposes significant human pain, institutional 
costs, is destructive to morale and unit cohesion, can cause 
valuable shipmates to leave the service and how it affects all 
Sailors. 

During the third week the Navy's theme was, "Prevention 
is Everyone's Duty," and Sailors were reminded they have a 
moral obligation to help out a shipmate and that by living the 
Navy's Core Values, anyone can help prevent the crime from 
happening by intervening if a sexual assault is witnessed on or 
off duty. 

The final week is "We Will Not Tolerate Sexual Assault." 
The message will drive home the fact that sexual assault is a 
problem affecting everyone in the military, regardless of 
service or pay grade, and must be eliminated through an all-
hands effort. 

"NATTC is committed to doing their part to increase 
awareness during Sexual Assault Awareness Month by 
conveying to the our newest Sailors how they can report an 
incident and the importance of reporting so we can have a 
better understanding of the magnitude of the problem," said 
Daniels. "The positive culture we created at NATTC will 
hopefully spread to the fleet as our Sailors transfer to their 
new commands." 

Sexual Assault Prevention and Response is an important 
element of the readiness area of the 21st Century Sailor and 
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Marine initiative which consolidates a set of objectives and 
policies, new and existing, to maximize Sailor and Marine 
personal readiness, build resiliency and hone the most combat-
effective force in the history of the Navy and Marine Corps. 
The Department of the Navy is working to aggressively to 

prevent sexual assaults, to support sexual assault victims, and 
to hold offenders accountable. 

Help raise awareness by joining the conversation on 
social media using #SAAM. 

Return to Index 
 

7. #SAAM: Expeditionary Strike Group 3 Staff Conducts Training 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 21 APR 12) ... Lt. Beth Teach, Commander, U.S. 3rd Fleet Public Affairs 

SAN DIEGO -- Sailors assigned to Expeditionary Strike 
Group (ESG) 3 staff pledged "these hands won't hurt," and 
created a visible representation of their promise to prevent 
sexual assault during training held April 20. 

"This canvas with our handprints symbolizes our 
continued commitment to our goals of eliminating sexual 
violence," said Lt. Cmdr. Elaine Brunelle. "We will display it 
all year to remind us of our training. Sexual assaults happen 
year round, and one person's initiative to intervene can make a 
difference." 

Rear Adm. Gerard Hueber, commander of ESG-3, was 
the first to paint his handprints on the canvas. "We have to 
stand together to prevent sexual violence in our Navy. Sexual 
assault is not age dependent, and it is not an issue just for men 
or just for women. Sexual assault has a negative impact on 
crew readiness and morale, and each and every one of us has 
an obligation to prevent that behavior." 

The staff participated in weekly training events 
throughout the month of April to promote Sexual Assault 
Awareness Month (SAAM). Topics included "hurts one, 
effects all," self defense instruction at command physical 
training, and a brief on bystander intervention. Sailors were 
given teal ribbons to display in their workspace, and will 
conclude SAAM by having a "Denim Day" to address myths 
about sexual violence. 

"The training we do at the staff level sets the tone for all 
of our ships on the waterfront," said Karen Diaz-Pellot, 
command paralegal, Sexual Assault Prevention and Response 
(SAPR) point of contact, and retired Senior Chief Information 
Systems Technician. "We are committed to making the Navy a 
safe place to work, with an environment of respect and trust 
among all Sailors." 

The goal of Navy Sexual Assault Awareness Month 
(April 2012) is to reduce sexual assaults through direct, 
sustained engagement of all hands at all levels. Sexual assault 
prevention is everyone's duty. Sailors can learn more about 
how to prevent sexual assault, and what to do if they are 
assaulted, by visiting: www.myduty.mil. 

Sexual Assault Prevention and Response is an important 
element of the readiness area of the 21st Century Sailor and 
Marine initiative that consolidates a set of objectives and 
policies, new and existing, to maximize Sailor and Marine 
personal readiness, build resiliency and hone the most combat-
effective force in the history of the Navy and Marine Corps. 
The Department of the Navy is working to aggressively 
prevent sexual assaults, to support sexual assault victims, and 
to hold offenders accountable. 

Help raise awareness by joining the conversation on 
social media using #SAAM. 

Return to Index 
 

8. #SAAM: Truman Sailors Reminded Prevention Is Everyone's Duty 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 21 APR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Benjamin Malvezzi, USS Harry S. Truman Public 
Affairs 

PORTSMOUTH, Va. -- Sailors assigned to the aircraft 
carrier USS Harry S. Truman (CVN 75) were reminded that it 
is every Sailor's responsibility to prevent sexual assault during 
Sexual Assault Awareness Month (SAAM), April 16-20. 

Using this week's sub-theme, "prevention is everyone's 
duty," Truman Sailors raised awareness to help Sailors 
understand the events that may lead to a sexual assault. 

"It's called bystander intervention," said Chief Legalman 
(SW/AW) Kristine Skupnik, a Sexual Assault Prevention and 
Response (SAPR) advocate. 

Sailors at social gatherings should intercept a sexual 
assault before it happens, said Skupnik. 

"About 90 percent of sexual assault cases are ones that 
involve the use of alcohol," said Skupnik. "There has to be 
someone around with a clear head who can intervene when a 
situation is turning for the worse." 

"It all comes down to being a shipmate," said Legalman 
1st Class Brenda Martinez, a SAPR advocate. "If you see 

someone who might be at risk of being assaulted, step in and 
get involved." 

Martinez also stressed the importance of Sailors witness 
to the crime report it. 

"A lot of times people see something and choose to ignore 
it," said Martinez. "It is very important that you speak up, and 
when you do you are possibly preventing future incidents from 
occurring." 

Sexual Assault Prevention and Response is an important 
element of the readiness area of the 21st Century Sailor and 
Marine initiative which consolidates a set of objectives and 
policies, new and existing, to maximize Sailor and Marine 
personal readiness, build resiliency and hone the most combat-
effective force in the history of the Navy and Marine Corps. 
The Department of the Navy is working to aggressively to 
prevent sexual assaults, to support sexual assault victims, and 
to hold offenders accountable. 

Help raise awareness by joining the conversation on 
social media using #SAAM. 

Return to Index 
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9. #SAAM: CSADD Grill Crawl Bringing Awareness 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 20 APR 12) ... Matt Mogle, Training Support Center Great Lakes Public Affairs 

GREAT LAKES, Ill -- Staff and students from Training 
Support Center (TSC), Great Lakes and other commands from 
Naval Station Great Lakes participated in the Coalition of 
Sailors Against Destructive Decisions (CSADD) Sexual 
Assault Prevention and Response (SAPR) Grill Crawl April 
18. 

The event, with more than 2,000 in attendance, was 
hosted by CSADD Great Lakes Chapter and Fleet and Family 
Support Center (FFSC) to bring awareness to sexual assault. 

"The CSADD Grill Crawl was an enjoyable event that 
carried a serious message," said Capt. Peter R. Lintner, 
commanding officer (CO) of TSC, Great Lakes. "The food 
was amazing and our students showed remarkable 
enthusiasm." 

The CSADD SAPR Grill Crawl event began with opening 
remarks of the importance of stopping sexual assault and 
bystander intervention given by Capt. Randall J Lynch, 
commanding officer for Naval Station Great Lakes, Capt. 
Peter R. Lintner, commanding officer of TSC and Amanda 
Hanner, sexual assault response coordinator (SARC) 
representative. 

"It was a great event; it was a fun way to spread the word 
of sexual assault awareness," said Seaman Kyle S. 
Farbridgecurrie, president of CSADD Great Lakes Chapter. "I 
believe it helped the students retain the information better than 
just sitting in a room being lectured for a few hours about the 
subject." 

"The CSADD Grill Crawl was a fantastic idea and I want 
to thank the Great Lakes Area CSADD members for all their 
hard work," said Lynch. "The food was excellent and 
everyone had a great time. However, having Sexual Assault 
Awareness as the backdrop for the event really drove the point 
home." 

Each of the barracks and commands throughout the base 
cooked various entrees and made large posters that 
represented stopping sexual assault. 

"The large pieces of artwork that each ship created 
brought into light the reality of the issue, and while everyone 
was enjoying themselves, we were continually reminded of the 
gravity of the Navy's sexual assault problem. This event 
allowed us to bring awareness to a new level and I am 
extremely proud of our Sailors for what they have 
accomplished to help their shipmates" said Lynch. 

During the "crawl" students from TSC were given a score 
card and were free to walk around try food samples from each 
barracks and vote on what barracks had the best food. The 
food ranged from chili all the way to a roasted pig. But in the 
end a peppered steak from the USS Essex took home the 
trophy. 

"The food was amazing and again showed the true talents 
of both the students and staff and left everyone wanting more 
and counting the days until the next event; which will 
hopefully be soon as FFSC is ready to marry up with CSADD 
again to continue the education process of all hands and the 
daily topics that affect us all both in and out of uniform," said 
Command Master Chief (SW/AW) Robert Tompkins, of TSC. 

Along with voting on the food the COs, executive 
officers, CMCs and SAPR advocates were the judges for the 
sexual assault posters. The posters were judged on creativity 
and artistic ability while promoting bystander intervention and 
the theme, "Hurts one, Affect all." While all posters uniquely 
represented the theme - the crew of USS Farragut had the 
highest overall score. 

"The Sexual Assault Prevention Cards were inspirational 
and creative. Students and staff were exposed to and reminded 
of the Navy's zero tolerance for sexual assault at every stop 
along the grill crawl. The active participation of FFSC, region 
and command SARC's as well as region, base and command 
leadership helped emphasize the seriousness of this issue. We 
are making an impact in the fight against Sexual Assault. I'm 
extremely proud of everyone who was involved in the Grill 
Crawl. Another amazing CSADD event," said Lintner. 

This was the biggest event CSADD Great Lakes Chapter 
has put together and their most successful event to date. "This 
grill crawl was a great event because it brought the whole base 
together for a great cause," said Fire Control Technician 3rd 
Class Mish Pacheco, CSADD Great Lakes Chapter vice 
president and lead for this event. 

"CSADD along with FFSC hit the nail on the head with 
this event by providing yet again a personal education 
approach to the message on sexual assault awareness (peer-to-
peer); they also added the engagement of area leadership and 
the entire student population to bring a relaxing but 
educational awareness to this very important subject that 
affects way too many Sailors and servicemen and women 
throughout the military," said Tompkins. 

Sexual Assault Prevention and Response is an important 
element of the readiness area of the 21st Century Sailor and 
Marine initiative that consolidates a set of objectives and 
policies, new and existing, to maximize Sailor and Marine 
personal readiness, build resiliency and hone the most combat-
effective force in the history of the Navy and Marine Corps. 
The Department of the Navy is working to aggressively 
prevent sexual assaults, to support sexual assault victims, and 
to hold offenders accountable. 

Help raise awareness by joining the conversation on 
social media using #SAAM. 
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CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
10. Navy P-3 Crew Helps Rescue Taiwanese Fishermen 
(STARS AND STRIPES 23 APR 12) ... Erik Slavin 

The 11-person P-3 crew was flying over Western Pacific 
waters when it received a message at about 4:30 p.m. Saturday 
from U.S. Coast Guard Sector Guam, that a ship was on fire 
roughly 700 miles west of Guam. After pinpointing the ship’s 

location, the crew of the anti-submarine and surveillance 
aircraft planned for a rescue. 
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The emergency beacon from the 70-foot Taiwanese vessel 
Shin Maan Chun began showing up on radar once the aircraft 
came within 100 miles, crew members said. 

After a roughly two-hour flight, according to 7th Fleet 
officials, the aircraft’s cameras spotted both the burning vessel 
and a nearby life raft carrying seven of the Shin Maan Chun’s 
nine-man crew. 

“I don’t think they could see us at first, but once we got 
closer, you could see the excitement and the relief on their 
face,” said Petty Officer 2nd Class Eric Benavidez, of 
Albuquerque, N.M., the flight’s radar operator. 

A few survivors began jumping and waving their shirts, 
while another began popping rescue flares, Benavidez said. 

As the plane circled, it spotted two remaining crew 
members waving at them from the burning ship’s bow. The 
aircraft dove to 300 feet and dropped two inflated life rafts in 
the water. One of the rafts dropped no more than 50 feet away 
from the burning ship, said mission commander Lt. Chris 
Swigart, of Greensburg, Pa. 

To the crew’s surprise, neither of the men jumped off the 
burning ship. It was unclear on Monday whether the men 
could not swim or were concerned about sharks. 

Regardless, those men wouldn’t be able to stay aboard the 
ship for long. 

“When we first got on station, it was mostly heavy black 
smoke — the flames weren’t that large,” said tactical 
coordinator Lt. j.g. Matthew Zelinskas, of Dover, Del. “By the 

time those guys finally got rescued … the entire ship was on 
flames. It was a very hot fire.” 

Each of the fishermen was unharmed and last reported on 
their way toward Qingdao, China, aboard the Marshall 
Islands-flagged bulk carrier Semirio, 7th Fleet officials said 
Monday. 

During the hour or so that the plane remained on scene, it 
stayed in contact with the 980-foot Semirio, which had been 
about 40 miles from the site when the Taiwanese crew radioed 
for help. 

The Semirio is enrolled in a voluntary Coast Guard-
sponsored ship reporting system that identifies nearby ships in 
case of an emergency. The Semirio arrived on scene, deployed 
a lifeboat and brought it close enough to the burning ship to 
rescue the final two fishermen. 

“It’s something we had no plan on doing when we took 
off,” said Lt. j.g. Ryan McFeely, a pilot from San Jose, Calif. 
“But based on how it ended, it was a very rewarding mission.” 

The aircraft then left the site, and was awaiting its next 
mission at Kadena Air Base in Okinawa on Monday. The crew 
is normally based out of Naval Air Station Whidbey Island, 
Wash., but currently deployed to Misawa Air Base, Japan. 

It was a particularly satisfying mission for Swigart, who 
said he had participated in two other search missions 
previously, but had never seen all survivors rescued alive. 

“We were pretty relieved when we had a full head count 
at the end,” Swigart said. 
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11. Thousands Of U.S. Sailors Arrive On USS Carl Vinson Ahead Of ANZAC Day 
(MELBOURNE HERALD SUN (AUSTRALIA) 23 APR 12) ... Todd Cardy 

More than 4700 American Sailors will arrive in Fremantle 
on the U.S. supercarrier that took Osama Bin Laden's body out 
to sea. 

U.S. Sailors will have the chance to experience ANZAC 
Day with the planned arrival of the USS Carl Vinson, a navy 
supercarrier and cruiser tonight. 

The ship is expected to stay in Fremantle for about two 
days. 

The Sailors, fresh from exercises with the Indian Navy, 
will arrive overnight in Gage Roads sea channel, just off 
Fremantle port, aboard the aircraft carrier, the USS Carl 
Vinson, and guided missile cruiser, the USS Bunker Hill. 

The two ships, in addition to Carrier Air Wing 17, and 
Destroyer Squadron One, make up Carrier Strike Group One. 

The nuclear-powered Nimitz-class carrier USS Carl 
Vinson is named after former U.S. congressman and chairman 
of the House Naval Affairs and Armed Services Committee, 
Carl Vinson. The ship’s motto is the Latin phrase “Vis Per 
Mare” meaning strength from the sea. 

In May last year, the ship took Osama bin Laden’s body 
after his capture before burying him in the North Arabian sea. 

Admiral Shannon said he was looking forward to visiting 
Australia. 

“We share a remarkable history alliance with Australia 
that has forged strong ties between our navies,” he said. 

“We have heard so many great things about Australia and 
the celebrations associated with ANZAC Day.” 
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12. Naval Hospital Bremerton Personnel Depart For Pacific Partnership 2012 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 20 APR 12) ... Douglas H. Stutz, Naval Hospital Bremerton Public Affairs 

BREMERTON, Wash. -- Throughout the week of April 
16-20, approximately 40 staff members from Naval Hospital 
Bremerton (NHB) have departed to report for Pacific 
Partnership 2012. 

Pacific Partnership 2012 (PP12), the largest annual 
humanitarian and civic action (HCA) mission in the Asia-
Pacific region, will begin May 1, and include engagements 
with the host nations of Indonesia, Philippines, Vietnam and 
Cambodia. 

Hospital Corpsman 3rd Class Priscilla Sanchez of NHB's 
Emergency Room is one of NHB's doctors, nurses, hospital 
corpsmen and support staff augmenting the multi-specialized 

team of preventive medicine, veterinarians and medical, dental 
and engineering personnel embarking on board hospital ship 
USNS Mercy (T-AH 19) for the mission that is expected to 
last approximately four and a half months. 

"I'm excited and ready for my first deployment. I 
volunteered for this mission and am happy to help and give 
back to others," said Sanchez. "We will see, meet and work 
with different cultures and different countries. Just being able 
to share in the diversity will be a great opportunity all its 
own," Sanchez said, a San Antonio, Texas native, who besides 
providing her ER technician skill when needed also plans on 
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getting as many at-sea qualifications as she can during the 
anticipated four-month journey. 

As has been the case in the past, medical and dental 
projects in each country are tailored to the requests of the host 
nation based on needs in the areas of public health and 
preventive medicine, veterinary care, optometry and 
ophthalmology, dental, adult and pediatric medicine, 
immunizations, nutritional counseling, biomedical repair and 
medical environmental assessments. Medical subject matter 
expert exchanges are designed to build capacity for host and 
partner nation providers to better understand respective 
cultural and provider practices. In addition, Pacific Partnership 
deploys with an engineering team made up of members of the 
Naval Construction Force (Seabees) to construct and repair 
projects requested by the host nations. 

"You will travel to countries you've never been, meet 
people you will never forget, and for years afterwards, you 
will have that feeling of satisfaction of doing why you chose 
to be part of Navy Medicine in the first place," said Capt. 
Christopher Culp, NHB commanding officer, leading the 
command to bid farewell to the departing staff members. 

Mercy is slated to set sail in early May from San Diego 
for the annual HCA mission, which is sponsored by the U.S. 
Pacific Fleet and began in 2006 as a result of the 2004 
Indonesian tsunami that ravaged the Banda Aceh area of 
Sumatra. 

PP 2012 will also be the first deployment for Culinary 
Specialist 3rd Class Tyler Ney. 

"Everyone departing from here seems to be looking 
forward to it. Every single person I've talked to who has been 
on the deployment says it's a great opportunity to visit places 
that most of us would never deploy to, let alone have a chance 
to go on any other kind of trip. I've got my camera packed, per 
family request. I'm ready to make the most of this, see as 
much as I can and lend a hand when needed," said Ney. 

At the invitation of the host nations, military and civilian 
professionals from Australia, Canada, Chile, Japan, Malaysia, 

Peru, Netherlands, New Zealand, Singapore, Republic of 
Korea, Thailand and the United States, along with non-
government organizations (NGO) and international agencies, 
will partner to execute tailored HCA projects and subject 
matter expert exchanges. These HCA projects and events, 
coordinated at the request of each host nation, will employ the 
collaborative capabilities of all participants in medical, dental, 
veterinary, public health services, engineering and disaster 
response activities that will help to increase confidence, 
capability and preparedness of host and partner nations to 
respond to natural disasters and crisis. 

Now in its seventh year, Pacific Partnership 2012 has 
collaborated with partner nations, NGOs and host nation 
counterparts to focus on sustainability projects on a range of 
topics from basic first aid, preventative health and hygiene, 
and women's health; beach and seawall corrosion, and 
maintenance of fisheries; and combined animal and public 
health campaigns. Host nations that ensure they are equipped 
with sustainable programs that prepare for and support 
emergency relief efforts align with a broader goal for 
maintaining a stable and secure Pacific region. 

For the children of Information Systems Technician 2nd 
Class Guyland Charles, preparing his seabag along with 
others, it became a lot clearer that their father was leaving on 
an extended business trip. 

"I think my son is having a harder time in dealing with 
this than anyone else," said Charles. 

"We'll miss him, but I like the fact that if I got to share 
him with others, he's going on a humanitarian mission to help 
others," said his spouse Alicia Charles. 

In addition to aiding the health, security, and 
improvement of disaster response capabilities of the host 
nations, the partnerships forged through Pacific Partnership 
missions help to ensure that the international community is 
better prepared to synchronize and function together as a 
coordinated force when disaster strikes. 
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13. Navy Reclaims Civil War Artillery Shell From Piscataqua River 
(PORTSMOUTH (NH) HERALD 21 APR 12) ... Joey Cresta 

KITTERY, Maine — A Civil War-era 100-pound Parrott 
artillery shell that rested for more than a century at the bottom 
of the Piscataqua River now has a new home in the custody of 
the U.S. Navy. 

Kittery Point resident Gunnar Ek and his friend Rob Love 
of Chichester, N.H., were working on a mooring not far from 
the University of New Hampshire marine research pier in New 
Castle in late December when the whipping of the chain in the 
rushing current stirred up something on the river bottom 25 
feet below. 

The men discovered the rusty but intact ordnance and 
were concerned about the safety risks it might pose. They 
contacted Marine Patrol, who referred them to the Coast 
Guard, who referred them to the Maine State Police Bomb 
Squad, who referred them to the U.S. Navy's Explosive 
Ordnance Disposal unit in Rhode Island. 

The Navy initially believed the men had found a scuba 
tank or a fire extinguisher and not a Parrott shell, which is an 
uncommon find off the coast of Maine. Parrott cannons used 
in the Civil War shot projectiles ranging from 10 to 300 

pounds and were invented by Robert Parker Parrott, the son of 
a Portsmouth, N.H., ship owner. 

After the Portsmouth Herald published a story about the 
divers' find on Jan. 18, the Navy contacted Ek again and 
expressed sudden interest in retrieving the shell. "They 
realized that no matter what they said, this was an actual 
ordnance, not a fire extinguisher," Ek said. "Now they were 
extremely keen on looking at it." 

Ek said Navy representatives recently came up from 
Rhode Island, extracted the shell from the river and took it 
with them. 

"They put it in the truck and drove home with it. We 
didn't even get visitation rights every other weekend," Ek 
joked. 

Ek said he and Love found the shell on the Maine side of 
the river. He said he hopes to keep it local and would 
ultimately like to see the shell on display either at the Kittery 
Naval Museum or the Strawbery Banke Museum in 
Portsmouth. 
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However, after contacting Bruce Bourque, chief 
archaeologist with the state of Maine, Ek thinks the shell now 
may end up at the Maine State Museum in Augusta. 

In an e-mail to the Portsmouth Herald, Bourque said 
officials are making arrangements to have the shell "inerted" 
to reduce the risk of explosion before conserving it by 
removing the chlorides from the iron shell so it will not decay 
when dry. 

"We need to cover the costs of both operations and are 
working on the funding issue over the next weeks," he said on 
April 13. "We'll make a decision by the end of May." 

Though Ek can no longer visit his discovery by taking a 
dip in the river, he said he is not too upset about it. "It's a piece 
of rusty steel. The only thing we could use it for is a doorstop 
anyway," he said. 

Ek, who was previously a naval diver in his home country 
of Sweden, said his mission all along was to make sure the 
shell did not end up in a lobster trap or hit by a mooring block. 

"Like stepping in dog poop, you just want to get rid of it 
and move on," he said. 
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14. Man Killed When Navy, Filipino Boats Collide 
(NAVY TIMES 20 APR 12) 

Authorities in the southern Philippines are investigating a 
collision involving a Navy special operations boat that left a 
local fisherman dead, according to reports. 

A Philippine army official told the Mindanao Examiner 
that a Mark V special operations craft collided with a 
fisherman’s boat on Wednesday night near a coastal town in 
Basilan. The Mark V gunboat was operating with the Joint 
Special Operations Task Force-Philippines, based in nearby 
Zamboanga at the time. 

The 82-foot Mark V is operated by Navy special warfare 
combatant-craft crewmen with naval special warfare units, and 
often is used in training and operations with Navy SEALs. It 
can travel more than 55 miles per hour. 

Officials at Naval Special Warfare Command 
headquarters in Coronado had no information on the incident 
Friday and referred questions to U.S. Pacific Command in 
Hawaii. PACOM officials had no immediate comment. 

Another Philippine army official told the Philippine Daily 
Inquirer that the fishing boat had no lights on when it was 
struck by the Mark V. The son of the fisherman was on the 
boat at the time but wasn’t seriously hurt, the official said. 

The joint U.S.-Filipino spec-ops task force, with about 
600 U.S. service members, has been operating in the southern 
Philippines for more than 10 years, providing counterterrorism 
training. 

The incident comes as more than 4,400 U.S. troops are in 
the Philippines for the Balikatan joint exercise. 
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GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
15. China Military Warns Of Confrontation Over Seas 
(REUTERS 21 APR 12) ... Chris Buckley 

BEIJING - China's military warned the United States on 
Saturday that U.S.-Philippine military exercises have raised 
risks of armed confrontation over the disputed South China 
Sea, in the toughest high-level warning yet after weeks of 
tension. 

China's official Liberation Army Daily warned that recent 
jostling with the Philippines over disputed seas where both 
countries have sent ships could boil over into outright conflict, 
and laid much of the blame at Washington's door. 

American and Filipino troops launched two weeks of 
annual naval drills on April 16 amid the stand-off between 
Beijing and Manila, who have accused each other of 
encroaching on sovereign seas near the Scarborough Shoal, 
west of a former U.S. navy base at Subic Bay. 

The joint exercises are held in different seas around the 
Philippines. The leg that takes place in the South China Sea 
area, which could be rich in oil and gas and is spanned by 
busy shipping lanes, starts on Monday. 

"Anyone with clear eyes saw long ago that behind these 
drills is reflected a mentality that will lead the South China 
Sea issue down a fork in the road towards military 
confrontation and resolution through armed force," said the 
commentary in the Chinese paper, which is the chief 
mouthpiece of the People's Liberation Army. 

"Through this kind of meddling and intervention, the 
United States will only stir up the entire South China Sea 

situation towards increasing chaos, and this will inevitably 
have a massive impact on regional peace and stability." 

The Pentagon said this was a regular exercise "not tied to 
any current situation." 

"The focus of this year's exercise is on disaster response 
and civic assistance," said Pentagon spokeswoman, Navy 
Commander Leslie Hull-Ryde. 

Up to now, China has chided the Philippines over the 
dispute about the uninhabited shoal known in the Philippines 
as the Panatag Shoal and which China calls Huangyan, about 
124 nautical miles off the main Philippine island of Luzon. 

China has territorial disputes with the Philippines, 
Vietnam, Brunei, Malaysia and Taiwan across the South 
China Sea. 

Major General Luo Yuan, a retired PLA researcher well-
known for his hawkish views, amplified the warnings from 
Beijing issued through state media. 

"China has already shown enough restraint and patience 
over this incident," Luo said of the friction with Manila, 
according to an interview published on Chinese state 
television's website (news.cntv.cn). 

If the Philippines "takes irrational actions, then the current 
confrontation could intensify, and the Chinese navy will 
certainly not stand idly by," he added. 
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Regional Tensions 
Beijing has sought to resolve the disputes one-on-one 

with the countries involved but there is worry among its 
neighbours over what some see as growing Chinese 
assertiveness in staking claims over the seas and various 
islands, reefs and shoals. 

In past patches of tension over disputed seas, hawkish 
Chinese military voices have also risen, only to be reined in 
later by the government. The same could be true this time. 

Since late 2010, China has sought to cool tensions with 
the United States. Especially with the ruling Chinese 

Communist Party preoccupied with a leadership succession 
late in 2012, Beijing has stressed hopes for steady relations 
throughout this year. 

Nonetheless, experts have said China remains wary of 
U.S. military intentions across the Asia-Pacific, especially 
after the Obama administration's vows to "pivot" to the region, 
reinvigorating diplomatic and security ties with allies. 

The Liberation Army Daily commentary echoed that 
wariness. 

"The United States' intention of trying to draw more 
countries into stirring up the situation in the South China Sea 
is being brandished to the full," said the newspaper. 

Return to Index 
 

16. U.S. Commander Reaffirms Defense Pact With Phl 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 23 APR 12) ... Alexis Romero 

PUERTO PRINCESA, Palawan -- A senior U.S. 
commander in the Pacific yesterday reaffirmed the United 
States’ mutual defense treaty with the Philippines amid 
increased tensions between the archipelago and China. 

In the strongest comments yet from an American official 
on the South China Sea dispute, Commander of the U.S. 
Marines in the Pacific Lt. Gen. Duane Thiessen said the 
Philippines and U.S. were bound by a military agreement. 

“The United States and the Philippines have a mutual 
defense treaty which guarantees that we get involved in each 
other’s defense and that is self explanatory,” Thiessen told 
reporters here. 

Thiessen was responding to a question about whether the 
U.S. would provide assistance if Chinese armed forces 
attacked Philippine units over conflicting claims to the 
Scarborough Shoal which have flared up in recent weeks. 

The U.S. commander did not elaborate on what kind of 
assistance would be provided. 

Thiessen also stressed that U.S.-Philippine military 
exercises that began last week were not directed at China and 
not linked to territorial tensions. 

“There is no direct linkage. There is no tie between 
Scarborough Shoal and U.S. movement in the Pacific,” he 
said. 

The Philippine military also disputed a claim by a 
Chinese newspaper stating the U.S.-Philippines joint military 
exercises could stir an armed confrontation over the West 
Philippine Sea. 

Maj. Emmanuel Garcia, public affairs co-director of the 
Balikatan exercises, said the activity has nothing to do with 
the territorial dispute in the area. 

“The conduct of the Balikatan is not directed towards or 
against any country,” Garcia said. 

“The goals of Balikatan particularly this year are the 
attainment of interoperability and exchange of ideas and skills 
(between) the Philippine with U.S. troops with focus on non-

combat aspects such as humanitarian assistance and disaster 
response,” he added. 

Garcia also reiterated the bilateral activity is not related to 
the Panatag (Scarborough) Shoal standoff, now on its 13th 
day. He said the activity had been planned way before the 
standoff started on April 10. 

On Saturday, Chinese newspaper Liberation Army Daily 
warned that the joint U.S.-Philippines military exercises have 
raised the risk of an armed confrontation over the West 
Philippine Sea. 

“Anyone with clear eyes saw long ago that behind these 
drills is reflected a mentality that will lead the South China 
Sea issue down a fork in the road towards military 
confrontation and resolution through armed force,” a 
commentary in the military newspaper read. 

“Through this kind of meddling and intervention, the 
United States will only stir up the entire South China Sea 
situation towards increasing chaos, and this will inevitably 
have a massive impact on regional peace and stability,” it 
added. 

Despite what seemed to be a threat by the mouthpiece of 
China’s military, Garcia said the Balikatan exercises would 
continue as planned. 

“There is no reason to stop it (Balikatan) because this is 
not directed towards or against any nation. This is to (upgrade) 
our soldiers in responding to disasters whether man-made or 
natural,” he said. 

‘Not China’s Concern’ 
Lt. Gen. Juancho Sabban, chief of the Palawan-based 

Armed Forces Western Command, said the exercises would 
not be affected by China’s latest statement. 

“It seems that the Chinese military newspaper is war 
mongering. There is no issue on the supposed effect of 
Balikatan in the West Philippine Sea,” Sabban said. 

“It’s purely field training exercise and CMO (civil 
military operations) and the West Philippine Sea or China is 
not related or mentioned,” he added. 
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17. China, Russia Launch First Joint Naval Exercises 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 22 APR 12) 

BEIJING — China and Russia launched their first joint 
naval exercises April 22, with war games in the Yellow Sea 
that come amid tensions between China and its Asian 
neighbors over territorial claims. 

The six days of drills are taking place off China’s east 
coast, the official Xinhua news agency said. 

Although China has said the military exercises are 
designed to improve regional stability, they come at a time 
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when Beijing is boosting military spending and more 
forcefully stating its case in territorial disputes. 

China’s army newspaper warned April 21 that other 
military exercises now taking place in Asia between the U.S. 
and the Philippines could lead to armed confrontation over the 
disputed South China Sea. 

China and several of its neighbors have rival claims to 
uninhabited islands in the strategic maritime region, which is 
believed to be rich in oil and natural gas and straddles strategic 
shipping lanes vital to global trade. 

Beijing and Tokyo have a long-running dispute over 
another chain of islands in the East China Sea, called Diaoyu 
by China and Senkaku by Japan, which sit in rich fishing 
grounds that may also harbor energy resources. 

China has 16 naval vessels and two submarines taking 
part in the exercises, while Russia has four warships, 
according to state media. 

They will focus on joint air defense, anti-submarine 
tactics and search and rescue, as well as simulated rescue of 
hijacked vessels and anti-terrorism drills. 

“This joint military exercise is a long-scheduled one 
between China and Russia in order to uphold regional peace 
and stability,” foreign ministry spokesman Liu Weimin said 
April 19. 

China and Russia have together participated in four 
military exercises since 2005, some involving other countries, 
state media has said. 

China’s drills with Russia have taken place through a 
regional grouping, the Shanghai Cooperation Organization, 
which groups the two with central Asian countries in a forum 
originally established to counter NATO influence. 

With military cooperation between the old Cold War 
allies on the rise, some analysts questioned the value of China 
holding exercises with Russia, given Moscow’s diminished 
role. 

“It’s worrisome to its neighbors,” said Joshua Eisenman, 
senior fellow in China studies at the Washington-based 
American Foreign Policy Council. 

“Countries like Korea, Japan, Vietnam and India are 
already concerned about China’s role in the region,” he told 
AFP. 

“From a Chinese perspective, I don’t see the value of this 
type of military exercise to building long-term strategic trust 
with its neighbors.” 

Earlier this month, China and the Philippines dispatched 
vessels to enforce rival claims to a group of islands in the 
South China Sea. 

The Philippines and the U.S. also started major war 
games as a timely boost to their military alliance, as part of 
Washington’s “pivot” toward Asia, which has provoked 
displeasure from China. 

The People’s Liberation Army Daily, a newspaper known 
for its nationalistic editorial stance, issued a warning April 21 
to the United States over its participation. 

“The mentality behind this sort of military exercise will 
lead to the road of military confrontation and armed force as a 
resolution,” the newspaper said. 

Chinese experts see the exercises with Russia as giving its 
military chances to interact with a modern navy. Yin Zhuo, an 
expert who advises the Chinese navy, said the number of ships 
involved was unprecedented. 

“Both sides will have deep exchanges in terms of tactics 
and technology,” Yin told state television. 

Japan has so far not commented on the Sino-Russian 
drills. 

But Japan’s defense ministry said in a recent report that 
China was becoming increasingly active in waters near 
Japanese territory while Russia was holding more frequent 
military exercises in its Far East region. 
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18. South Korea Calls For Sea (Name) Change 
Seoul Lobbies to Add 'East' Distinction to Nautical Charts, but Tokyo Is Firm, Saying the Current Label Is 
Just Fine 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 23 APR 12) ... Yuka Hayashi and Evan Ramstad 

A diplomatic spat between Japan and South Korea over 
what to call the sea that divides them is set to make waves at 
an otherwise staid meeting of maritime technocrats this week 
at a seaside auditorium 6,000 miles away in Monaco. 

At issue is whether the world's hydrographers—makers of 
official nautical maps—continue to call the body of water in 
question the "Sea of Japan," as Tokyo would like, or also label 
it the "East Sea," as Seoul prefers. 

"We expect a heated discussion" at the International 
Hydrographic Organization conference, says Kang Jeong-sik, 
deputy director general of South Korea's foreign ministry. 

South Korea is taking its case to the Riviera with the 
third-largest delegation after those of the U.S. and the U.K.: 
16 history professors, diplomats and maritime officials. 
(Japan's delegation will number nine.) 

"Heated" isn't normally a word used for the meetings held 
every five years by this obscure intergovernmental group. The 
five-day meeting, which Prince Albert II of Monaco will open 
on Monday morning, will be attended by more than 300 
delegates from 80 member states, headed by their chief 

hydrographers. Their main job is to ensure their countries' 
charts and maps are up to date and compliant with 
international standards. 

The agenda is largely uncontroversial, covering issues 
such as adjusting nautical-chart standards for electronic 
display systems. Participants will tour hydrographic surveying 
vessels from several countries, which have sailed in for the 
occasion. The USNS Heezen and its Russian counterpart, the 
Donuzlav, will host receptions. "To put it simply, it's a very 
nerdy world," said a Japanese hydrographer. 

Except when old Asian rivalries enter the discussion. 
Officials from both Japan and South Korea admit that their 
disagreement, which dates to the early 1990s, is more about 
national pride than national security or economic interests. 
The name has no effect on control of the water, which is 
shared between the two countries, along with North Korea, 
China and Russia. 

Yet their disagreement has managed to create big 
headaches for the IHO, blocking badly needed revisions to a 
key document titled "Limits of Oceans and Seas." Better 



 

18 
 

known as S-23 after its reference number, it is a map that 
shows oceanic boundaries and names and is the basis for 
nautical charts drawn up all over the world. 

The IHO has called the water in question the Sea of Japan 
since the first edition of S-23 was created in 1929. But South 
Korea, arguing that this is a legacy of Japan's ill-fated 
imperialistic ambitions, has been pressing the IHO to include a 
second name: East Sea, which he says has been used by 
Koreans for more than 2,000 years. 

Lobbying for the status quo, Japan has accused its rival of 
bringing politics to what should be a technical organization 
devoted to maritime safety. Tokyo claims the sea has been 
known as Sea of Japan since the early 17th century, long 
before Japan colonized Korea in 1910. 

Member countries, including Japan and South Korea, 
agree that revising S-23 is an urgent task. The current edition, 
dating to 1953, contains such obsolete place names as Siam, 
Burma and Yezo (now known respectively as Thailand, 
Myanmar and Hokkaido, a Japanese island). It lacks oceanic 
names now commonly accepted, such as the Southern Ocean 
for the waters encircling Antarctica. 

There are other naming disputes, including potentially 
explosive ones over the Persian Gulf, the South and East 
China Seas. But unlike in the Korea-Japan dispute, none of the 
countries involved has brought a case to the IHO in recent 
years, officials say. The IHO can't make any changes to S-23 
unless a majority of nations agree, which is unlikely as long as 
Tokyo and Seoul disagree. 

To make their cases to the IHO, both countries have 
prepared official brochures—South Korea in eight languages, 
Japan in six—packed with old maps and historical documents. 
Each side describes the other's argument neatly, in two words: 
South Korea says Japan's is "totally untrue"; Japan says 
Korea's is "wholly invalid." 

After Seoul announced that its research had found the 
name "Sea of Korea" was used in 66% of 228 maps it 
examined at the U.S. Library of Congress, Japanese officials 
spent four months at the library, uncovering 1,728 maps 
showing the sea. Japan's conclusion: "Sea of Japan" was used 
on 77% of them. 

The combing continues: Just days ago, Kim Mun-gil, a 
professor emeritus at South Korea's Busan University of 

Foreign Studies, alerted the Korean media to a nautical map 
made in 1646 by a British explorer that used the term Sea of 
Korea. "It is significant to show that the name was widely 
used in the world history," he said. 

Other IHO members have grown weary of the quarrel. 
"Intense lobbying" by the two countries has repeatedly 
thwarted the attempt to revise S-23, says Michel Huet, 
assistant director of the International Hydrographic Bureau, 
which administers the IHO out of Monaco. 

In 2002, the group's secretariat proposed revising the map 
with a blank for the sea, to be filled in once the two nations 
reached agreement. Japan managed to kill the proposal before 
a vote. 

At the previous meeting, in 2007, the secretariat vainly 
suggested dividing the water in two. At this week's meeting, 
members will be asked for ideas on how to move forward. 

But a majority of the member nations request "the two 
countries be asked to find a common solution before the rest 
of the group consider this matter," says Mr. Huet. 

The tiff has grown more acrimonious with each IHO 
meeting even as the relationship between the two nations has 
continued to improve—as demonstrated by the ubiquitous 
Korean soap operas on Japanese TV and the appearance of 
Japanese food on Korean tables. 

Since the 2007 meeting, Korean activists have raised 
money to publish advertisements in international newspapers 
drawing attention to the naming issue. In Japan, Masao 
Shimojo, a professor of history at Takushoku University, 
worries Korea is spending more, and spending it more wisely. 

"The Korean government has been very strategic but [the] 
Japanese government has no comprehensive policy," he says. 
The choice of a name could affect more than words on a map, 
he argues: It could influence the outcome of a territorial 
dispute over an island—known as Takeshima in Japan and 
Dokdo in Korea—and the resources around it. 

Japanese officials have likewise enlisted historians and 
lobbied the international media. 

"We can't be too optimistic," said Akihiko Sunami, 
director of the foreign ministry's Specialized Agencies 
Division. "But whatever assertion the Koreans make, we will 
keep on pressing our basic argument that there is absolutely no 
need or grounds for changing the name." 
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19. Taiwan Looks To Buy 2 Perry-Class Frigates From U.S. 
(DEFENSE NEWS 23 APR 12) ... Wendell Minnick 

TAIPEI — Struggling to pay for recent weapons released 
for sale by the U.S., Taiwan may seek to buy two former U.S. 
Navy Oliver Hazard Perry-class frigates after its plan to buy 
four was terminated. 

The Taiwan Navy originally planned to buy four Perrys 
from the U.S., but the effort was blocked by the Ministry of 
National Defense (MND) in late 2011 because of cost and 
technical considerations, a Taiwan defense industry source 
said. The MND has been having difficul¬ty paying for $18 
billion worth of U.S. arms released by the U.S. For¬eign 
Military Sales program be¬tween 2008 and 2011. It is also 
pushing the U.S. to release 66 F-16C/D fighter aircraft on hold 
since 2006. 

There has been criticism among defense analysts in Taipei 
and Washington who suggest Taiwan would be better off 
building the warships in Kaohsiung. 

A U.S. defense analyst said the U.S.-built Perrys are "too 
old and too expensive" for Taiwan, espe¬cially when they are 
older than the eight Perrys Taiwan built locally. The China 
Shipbuilding Corp. built eight PFG-2 Perry-class frigates 
(Cheng Kung-class) under license between 1993 and 2005. 

However, the Taiwan defense in¬dustry source indicated 
the older U.S. frigates would "represent the quickest and least 
costly way for Taiwan to fulfill this requirement." 

"Taiwan has no money to build new Perrys, the last of 
which, built 10 years ago, cost over $570 million," he said. 
"Today, building four new PFG-2s would cost well over $2 
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billion, as compared with near-scrap prices for surplus ... 
Perrys, plus refurbishment and upgrade." 

Taiwan's eight 3,800-ton Knox-class (Chi Yang-class) 
frigates were procured from the U.S. in the 1990s. All are 
based at Suao Naval Base with the 169 Patrol Squadron and 
perform primarily anti-subma¬rine warfare missions along 
Tai-wan's east coast. Each ship is equipped with SQS-26CX, 
SQS-35(V) and SQR-18A(V)1 sonars. 

Weapons include ASROC Mk 16 anti-submarine rockets, 
Harpoon anti-ship missiles, SM-1MR air de¬fense missiles 
and Mk 46 torpe¬does. Each ship can carry one MD500 anti-
submarine warfare helicopter. The MD500 is assigned to the 
501st Helicopter Squadron at Tsoying Naval Base. 

In 2003, seven Knox-class frigates received the H930 
modu¬lar combat systems stripped from the seven remaining 
Gearing-class destroyers later scuttled as reefs. 

The next year, the Taiwan Navy began debating options 
to replace the Knox after the 932 Chi Yang (ex-FF 1073 
Robert E. Perry) became temporarily inoperable because of 
mechanical and structur¬al problems. The local Chinese-lan-
guage media dubbed the frigates "beached wrecks." 

The Navy was initially divided on building smaller 
vessels in the 2,000-ton range, while others pushed for larger 
vessels capable of handling more weapons. Both plans were 
dropped when the MND continued to delay the deci¬sion 
because of budget problems. 

If Taiwan is unable to procure a replacement for the eight 
Knox frigates, it will be down to 18 warships over 3,800 tons: 
four Kidd-class (Keelung) destroyers, eight Perry-class 
frigates and six La Fayette-class (Kang Ding) frigates. 

In 2000, the Navy had 39 warships over 3,000 tons. 
During the 1996 Taiwan Strait Missile Crisis, Taiwan had 43 
destroyers and frigates. 
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20. EU Woos India For Piracy Battle 
(CALCUTTA TELEGRAPH INDIA 22 APR 12) ... Sujan Dutta 

NORTHWOOD HEADQUARTERS, U.K. - Trophies 
from a war waged 30 years back decorate the Falklands Room 
in the officers' mess of this military establishment of the UK 
just outside London. 

Thirty years after that war in the South Atlantic, 
Northwood Headquarters is directing another overseas 
military mission, this time for the European Union, in the 
Indian Ocean. 

The European Union is asking India to put its navy on 
board a new "forward from the seas" policy. 

The new policy authorises warships and aircraft to bomb 
suspected pirate bases on Somalia's coast. 

"We now have permission to isolate pirates' logistics 
sites," said Admiral Duncan L. Potts, commander of Operation 
Atalanta ' the name for the EU naval mission in the Indian 
Ocean. 

In Brussels, at the headquarters of the European Union, 
the chief of the EU Military Staff, Lt Gen. Ton Van Osch, 
said: "I now have the political mandate to engage India." 

The changed rules of engagement in the counter-piracy 
war, the political mandate to militaries and the outreach to 
India come at a time the eurozone crisis has made it difficult 
for western European nations to sustain and underwrite the 
costs of long-distance armed conflict, even if that is to be 
waged against desperadoes from one of the world's poorest 
countries, Somalia. 

The EU is seeking Indian involvement in aerial 
surveillance, and for Autonomous Vessel Protection 
Detachments (AVPDs, or armed guards on board ships) and 
replenishments. The outreach to India is part of an EU 
programme under its Common Security and Defence Policy 
(CSDP). 

"I know that in India the EU is seen as a trade bloc. But, 
in the end, the EU is a political project, not an economic 
project," said David 'Sullivan, chief operations officer of the 
EU's External Action Service, its foreign relations wing. The 
EU is also seeking deeper collaboration in counter-terrorism 
and cyber security. 

But it is the naval mission on India's western seaboard 
that the EU has prioritised for a military collaboration. 

Operation Atalanta is being directed from Northwood 
Headquarters. In the 30 years since Operation Corporate ' as 
the UK called its mission to free the Falkland Islands in the 
South Atlantic Ocean of Argentine occupation in 1982 ' 
Northwood Headquarters itself has changed. 

The base, used for overseas operations of the Royal Air 
Force, Royal Navy, Joint Staff, Nato and the European Union, 
now accommodates an international staff. 

At the MSCHOA (Maritime Security Centre for the Horn 
of Africa), the naval team is peopled by naval personnel from 
countries across Europe ' not all of them EU member-states ' 
each with the flag of his/her country next to desktop 
computers that track ships and aircraft in the Indian Ocean in 
real-time from so many thousands of miles away. 

The EU's military staff say there is room for the Indian 
Tricolour. 

Operationally, an Indian warship that has been escorting 
Indian convoys in the Gulf of Aden for four years now co-
ordinates its movements with the EUNAVFOR (European 
Naval Force). 

There is operational co-ordination between the Indian 
Navy and the Chinese navy, as there is with a Nato force. 

The big difference in the EU's invitation to India for 
closer co-operation now is in the changed rules of engagement 
(RoE) that it has given to its multinational naval deployment. 
So far restricted to escorting UN food programme vessels and 
deterring pirates at sea, the EU warships under Operation 
Atalanta were last month authorised to attack suspected pirate 
bases on Somalia's coastline. 

This they will do by firing from ships and from aircraft 
(likely to be ship-borne helicopters) but without putting "boots 
on the ground" ' landing troops on the African country's 
beaches. 

The new RoE have not yet been in evidence. There is 
concern that they will lead to greater "collateral (civilian) 
damage." 

The new RoE are an extension of America's concept for 
its navy in 21st-century warfare, summed up in a doctrine 
called "Forward... from the seas." 
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"We have 2.4 million square miles of (the Indian) ocean 
to protect. The pirates attack at sea but piracy originates on 
land. These are sophisticated gangsters and criminals. We 
have permission to isolate logistics sites on shore. Our mission 
is intrinsically an 'economy of effort' operation," said Adm. 
Potts, who commands Operation Atalanta. 

He said that between January and March this year, India, 
China and Japan had shared intelligence with EUNAVFOR 
through an inter-agency outfit in the Seychelles. 

In New Delhi, senior navy officers acknowledge the 
importance of deterring pirates on land. But they add that the 
new RoE for the EU warships are sensitive and fraught with 
consequences for civilians unless backed by sharp 
intelligence. 

For more than a decade, Somalia has been without an 
effective centralised administration. The EU is supporting a 
transitional government militarily by training its soldiers in 
Uganda before sending them back home. 

Indian officials worry about the impact of offensive 
military action in a continent where New Delhi has huge 
stakes and where it is competing with China for strategic 
space. 

New Delhi is also sticking to its policy of deploying its 
military overseas only under the UN blue flag. The anti-piracy 
mission has a UN mandate but there is no UN force. 

But Indian Navy officers admit that piracy originating in 
Somalia is getting dangerously close to home. 

Indian defence sources are also sceptical of operations 
inside Somalia though they admit that piracy threatens to take 
a heavy toll on Indian lives and businesses. 

In 1994, India sent about 4,500 soldiers into Somalia and 
a naval task force to patrol the waters off Mogadishu under 
UNOSOM II (United Nations Operations in Somalia). 
UNOSOM II was touted as a humanitarian mission with 
mostly U.S. military escort. 

It failed ' its failure immortalised in the Hollywood film 
Black Hawk Down, based on an incident in which Somali 
militia shot down an American helicopter and dragged the 
bodies of the U.S. soldiers through the streets of Mogadishu. 

The Indian Army understood better than the Americans 
that the militia in Somalia operate on the basis of clans and 
tribes. 
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21. Navy Boards Ship Suspected Of Bringing Arms To Gaza 
(JERUSALEM POST 23 APR 12) ... Yaakov Katz 

Commandos from the navy’s Flotilla 13 unit boarded a 
cargo ship, the HS Beethoven, in the Mediterranean Sea on 
Sunday night on suspicion it was trying to smuggle weapons 
to the Gaza Strip. 

The ship, which was flying a Liberian flag, was 
intercepted by Israel Navy vessels approximately 260 km. 
from Israel’s coast. Commandos boarded the ship with the 
captain’s consent and began searching cargo containers for 
arms. 

Searches were still ongoing at press time and IDF officers 
said that they could continue until the morning. 

The IDF said that the operation was part of a routine 
patrol and that the ship’s route was likely what raised concern 
that it may have been carrying weapons for either Hamas or 
Islamic Jihad in Gaza. 

The HS Beethoven left Beirut on Friday and was 
scheduled to arrive in Alexandria, Egypt, on Monday evening. 
Before stopping in Lebanon, it had stopped in Limassol, 
Cyprus. If the ship was carrying arms, they were likely meant 
to be smuggled into Gaza via tunnels located under the 
Philadelphi Corridor between Sinai and Gaza. 

Last March, the navy intercepted a cargo ship called 
Victoria that was carrying some 50 tons of weaponry and was 
on its way to Egypt. It was also flying a Liberian flag and was 
headed to Alexandria. 

The weapons seized on the Victoria included a number of 
sophisticated radar-guided Iranian anti-ship missiles that were 
intended for terrorist organizations in Gaza. 
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22. Fighter Jets About-Turn 'Will Harm Capability' 
(LONDON TELEGRAPH (UK) 21 APR 12) ... Thomas Harding 

Britain will be less able to undertake military operations 
with the fighter jets that ministers are preparing to buy under a 
cost-saving exercise, secret defence plans show. 

The Daily Telegraph has seen a Ministry of Defence 
document setting out secret contingency planning for future 
military operations in Afghanistan, the Falklands, Saudi 
Arabia and Africa. 

The highly-classified report shows that planners have 
grave doubts about the capabilities of the jump jets ministers 
now want to buy for the Royal Navy’s aircraft carriers which 
are still under construction. 

David Cameron is poised to approve a decision to 
abandon plans to buy the conventional take-off variant of the 
U.S.-made Joint Strike Fighter in favour of a jump jet model. 
The original decision to buy conventional take-off aircraft was 
at the heart of the Strategic Defence and Security Review. 

Reversing the decision will raise fresh questions about the 
defence review and the Coalition’s handling of the Armed 
Forces. 

The about-turn follows an MOD warning that it cannot 
afford the growing cost of installing the catapults required to 
launch the conventional jets from aircraft carriers’ decks. The 
Labour government did not request catapults for the ships, but 
the SDSR ordered the carriers to be redesigned and fitted with 
the launch gear. The cost of that conversion is spiralling 
towards £2billion, forcing ministers into a rethink that is 
expected to be confirmed within weeks. 

The MOD document, marked “Secret – UK eyes only," 
makes clear that the jump jets are both more expensive and not 
as militarily effective as those originally ordered. “The 
conventional variant is more effective than the jump jet in 
almost all cases,” the paper states. 
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Because of the shortfall in jump jet capabilities, the MOD 
will have to spend an extra £2.4 billion buying 136 aircraft 
compared with 97 of the conventional planes, the paper adds. 

Defence planners overseeing top secret “scenario 
planning” for potential future military missions have 
concluded that in every one of the operations that the Armed 
Forces is likely to have to undertake in the coming years, the 
new jet is less useful than the original one. 

The document, an “Operational Analysis Supporting 
Paper” prepared by the Defence Science and Technical 
Laboratory, warns that the jump jet has “considerable 
technical risks." The “key issue” is that it carries far less fuel 
than the conventional plane, meaning it can carry fewer 
weapons and not fly as far. The reduced range means the jump 
jet can spend less time over its target than the conventional jet. 
For a target 300 nautical miles away from the aircraft carrier, 
the jump-jet can spend only 20 minutes over its target before 
turning back, compared with 80 minutes for the conventional 
jet. 

The paper also reveals the findings of a sensitive planning 
exercise for a range of possible future missions. 

Scenarios include a “medium-scale enduring stability 
operation” in Saudi Arabia, in conjunction with allies; British 
operations in Afghanistan continuing until 2025, with 
warplanes deployed for a decade after Mr. Cameron’s deadline 
for an end to combat operations; a mission to retake the 
Falklands after a successful Argentine invasion, which states 
that “the conventional variant [fighter] provides a more robust 
capability." 

The MOD said no decision had been made on switching 
to the jump jet, and played down the paper’s findings. 

A spokesman said: “As you would expect, the MOD 
works up a wide range of scenarios, many of which are highly 
unlikely, to scope contingency work as fully as possible.” He 
added: “The Government has been clear that UK combat 
operations in Afghanistan will cease by the end of 2014.” 
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23. MPs Set To Resume Debate On F-35 Fighter Purchase 
At issue will be whether Canadians were misled 
(OTTAWA CITIZEN 23 APR 12) ... Lee Berthiaume 

Parliamentarians will return to House of Commons on 
Monday ready to do battle over whether Canadians were 
misled when it came to the troubled F-35 stealth fighter 
program. 

Wading through the gamut of conflicting statements, 
political spin and daily back-and-forth has muddied the waters 
to the point where few Canadians can tell truth from fiction. 
Here’s what you need to know to follow the debate: 

What is the F-35? 
The F-35 Joint Strike Fighter is a single-engine, single-

seat jet developed and produced by Texas-based defence giant 
Lockheed Martin. The U.S. Defence Department is overseeing 
the project and there are nine partner nations, including 
Canada. 

The F-35 is envisioned as a jack-of-all-trades aircraft that 
will be able to attack ground targets and engage in air-to-air 
combat. There are three versions, the main difference being 
how much runway is needed to take off and land. Canada is 
planning to purchase only the standard variant, which requires 
a normal-length runway. 

Why did Canada become involved? 
Jean Chretien’s Liberal government recognized in 1997 

that Canada’s CF-18 fighter jets were approaching the end of 
their lives. By signing on to the U.S.-led project then and 
agreeing to continue participating in 2002, it ensured Canada 
would be able to influence the design while making Canadian 
companies eligible for contracts. Auditor general Michael 
Ferguson’s report said that “securing industrial benefits for 
Canadian companies continued to be a driving motivation for 
participation” in 2002. 

What were the implications of those two decisions? 
The Chretien government cut a cheque for $10.6 million 

in 1997. It wrote another for $100 million in 2002 and 
disbursed $50 million to help Canadian companies involved in 
the project. Neither decision obligated Canada to purchase any 
F-35s, but it did allow Canadian companies to bid on 
contracts. 

Then what happened? 
Auditor general Michael Ferguson said the key decision 

was made in late 2006, when the Conservative government 
approved Canada’s involvement in the third phase. It was then 
that Canada agreed to contribute up to $551 million to the 
aircraft’s ongoing development over the next 40 years — 
whether it purchased any F-35s or not. The government agreed 
in principle to purchase 80 F-35s. 

But the government said it was planning to buy 65 F-
35s? 

The original idea was to replace Canada’s fleet of 80 CF-
18s with an equal number of F-35s. But the Conservative 
government announced in July 2010 that Canada would 
purchase 65 F-35s for $9 billion, plus an additional $7 billion 
for 20 years of maintenance. The military has since said it 
needs 65 F-35s to do its job. The reason for the change has 
never been fully explained. 

Didn’t the auditor general find that the F-35s would 
actually cost $25 billion? 

Yes. Internal Defence Department estimates from June 
2010 that were obtained by the auditor general showed the 
"full life-cycle cost" of the F-35s over 20 years of service at 
$25.1 billion. "Full life-cycle costs" include the price of 
purchasing the aircraft, maintaining it, and all operating 
expenses such as pilot salaries, fuel, and replacement parts 

Where does the $16 billion figure come from? 
The government says this is the cost of “acquiring” the F-

35s and maintaining them over 20 years. The Defence 
Department revised this figure down to $14.7 billion in March 
2011. 

So the full cost of the F-35s will be $25 billion? 
No. This figure is for a 20-year period. The F-35 is 

actually expected to be in use for more than 30 years. The 
Defence Department has cost estimates for 36 years of use, 
which it has not made public. In addition, the Department of 
National Defence’s $25-billion cost estimate does not include 
a number of Canada-specific modifications that will be 



 

22 
 

required or the 14 replacement aircraft the military believes 
will be required. 

How much will the F-35s actually cost Canadians? 
Unknown. Complicating matters is the fact that nobody 

knows how much one F-35 will cost as the price continues to 
increase. Until then, everything is a question mark. 

So did the government mislead Canadians? 
Depends on who you ask. Opposition parties and the 

parliamentary budget officer were demanding a full 
accounting of the F-35 in the weeks before the last federal 
election. In response, the Defence Department floated the 
$14.7-billion figure to Parliament and Canadians instead of the 
$25-billion estimate. The Conservative government knew of 
the $25-billion estimate but did not correct the record. 

Since auditor general Michael Ferguson revealed earlier 
this month that members of the executive — namely ministers 
and cabinet — knew of the $25-billion estimate, the 
Conservatives have argued that they did nothing wrong as 
including operating expenses is not normal procedure. 

But it was the government’s failure to produce the full 
costs of the F-35 in March 2011 that led to the contempt of 
Parliament ruling that prompted the last election. In addition, 
former auditor general Sheila Fraser demanded the Defence 
Department produce “full life-cycle costs” for all future 
projects after slamming it for its handling of a military 
helicopter purchase in October 2010. 

The government has since promised to provide full life-
cycle costs in the future. 

What was the Department of National Defence’s role 
in all of this? 

Auditor general Michael Ferguson’s report was hard on 
the Department of National Defence, finding that they twisted 
rules, withheld information, downplayed cost overruns and 
delays, and actively lobbied the government to sign onto the 
F-35 for years. 

Instead of going after the Defence Department, opposition 
parties have charged that the Conservative government was 
either negligent by not providing the required oversight, or 
knew of the problems and kept them from Canadians. 

Defence Minister Peter MacKay’s admission that the 
government knew weeks before the election that the full costs 
of the F-35 were $25 billion has fuelled allegations of the 
latter. 

Will we find out the true story? 
Parliament’s public accounts committee agreed on 

Thursday to investigate, but Conservative members defeated 
an opposition motion Thursday that would have compelled 
senior bureaucrats to testify. They also defeated a motion to 
compile the witness list in public. 

Is Canada on the hook for 65 F-35s? 
No. The F-35s are produced in batches and countries can 

put in orders for each batch. Canada has not officially ordered 
any F-35s. However, by signing on to the project’s third phase 
in 2006, the Conservative government did commit Canada to 
contribute up to $710 million over 40 years to the F-35 
program — whether a single jet is bought or not. 

How much has Canada spent on the F-35 to date? 
As of September 2011, a total of $335 million of the $710 

million committed to developing the fighter and supporting 
Canada’s aerospace industry had been spent. The government 
has declined to provide a more up-to-date number. 
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24. Government Urged To Build Submarines At Home 
(THE AUSTRALIAN 20 APR 12) ... Cameron Stewart 

The nation's largest manufacturing union has pleaded with 
the Gillard government to honour its promise to build the next 
fleet of submarines in Australia amid fears that Canberra could 
buy the boats from Europe. 

The Australian Manufacturing Workers Union warned 
that any move to buy "Ikea-style" submarines from overseas 
would not help boost the nation's defence, industry and 
technology base. 

"We must not lose the technical ability, skills and industry 
growth opportunities of making submarines in Australia," 
AMWU acting secretary Paul Bastian said. "The alternative of 
buying off-the-shelf, Ikea-style submarines and bolting them 
together will not build our long-term capability." 

The AMWU's warning follows a report released yesterday 
by the Australian Strategic Policy Institute that said buying 
small, cheaper European submarines was the only viable way 
to replace the Collins-class fleet without risking a capability 
gap. 

The slower option of a complex, homemade submarine 
would mean that these new submarines would not be available 
until at least 2027. 

The AMWU said the plan to build a new submarine fleet 
in Australia was a broader issue than just Defence because it 
would promote jobs. 

"We think the ASPI report is a bit jaundiced,' Mr. Bastian 
said. "The Collins-class submarines were built whilst the 
manufacturing infrastructure was being built around them. The 
infrastructure, the skills and the research and development 
capacity to get the next project started now exist." 

The union said the government needed to reaffirm its 
promise to build the submarines here and start letting contracts 
as soon as possible. 

The government has committed to building 12 new 
submarines in Adelaide but has not said whether they would 
be largely Australian-designed boats - which would create 
more job opportunities - or off-the-shelf boats designed in 
Europe. 
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PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
25. Pentagon Takes New Steps To Fight Sexual Assaults 
(FEDERAL NEWS RADIO 20 APR 12) ... Jolie Lee 

The Defense Department is ramping up efforts to fight 
and prevent sexual assaults in the services. 

The number of sexual assaults reported has remained 
relatively steady over the last few years, but DoD estimates 
about 86 percent of assaults are not reported. Nearly 3,200 
sexual assaults were reported in the 12-month budget period 
ending Sept. 30, a 1 percent increase over the year before. 

"I don't want people to think that it's spiraling out of 
control because we've really done an awful lot of education in 
terms of trying to get people to report being sexually assaulted 
so we can help them," said Maj. Gen. Mary Kay Hertog, 
director of the Pentagon's Sexual Assault Prevention and 
Response Office, in an interview with The Federal Drive with 
Tom Temin and Emily Kopp. 

One of the new initiatives announced this week by 
Defense Secretary Leon Panetta is serious offenses such as 
rape and forcible sodomy will be subject to a court-martial 
review by a colonel or caption. 

Panetta also said he would work with Congress on 
legislation on other initiatives, such as creating a special 
victims units within the services and allowing National Guard 
and reserve members to remain on active duty after they file a 
complaint so they are eligible for services. 

"The focus really is a laser focus in so many different 
areas because it is a problem we have to attack on all different 
angles," Hertog said. "As the secretary said, there really is no 
one silver bullet." 

The department's initiatives build on steps it already has 
started making to combat sexual assault. For one, the Sexual 
Assault Prevention and Response Office is headed by Hertog, 
a uniformed officer. She said, "Quite frankly, when Congress 
wants to talk [about] this issue, they prefer to talk to 
somebody in uniform because this is where the issue is." 

Also, once a victim comes forward, they are "linked up" 
with someone in the legal system. Typically, the victim is 
between 18 and 24 years old and in their first enlistment, 
Hertog said. This is "maybe the first time away from home. 
Scared. They don't know what the military justice system is all 
about," she said. 

The goal is to take these cases to court, if the evidence is 
strong and the victim is willing to participate. However, 
Hertog added, "We know that every year, hundreds decline to 
participate because they just don't feel comfortable about 
that." 

Victims of sexual assault can also file a restricted report, 
where they can confidentially report an assault and access 
services, such as medical care and counseling, but do not want 
the perpetrator to be held accountable, Hertog said. 

Another policy change was the option of expedited 
transfer for people who came forward as having been sexually 
assaulted. The commander has 72 hours to decide whether 
they will allow the victim to transfer to a different unit or 
installation. If the commander says no, the first general officer 
or flag officer then has 72 hours to make a decision, Hertog 
said. 

The Pentagon also is making progress in how it 
documents sexual assaults, Hertog said. DoD was hearing 
from victims of sexual assault that when they left the military 
and went to the Veterans Affairs Department for services, no 
documentation existed on their sexual assault. The standards 
now for document retention is 50 years for unrestricted reports 
and five years for restricted reports, Hertog said. 

Much of the change will be cultural as well. In a lawsuit 
against DoD, eight former and current service members say 
they were raped and sexually assaulted during their service. In 
some instances, the women were discouraged from reporting 
the assaults. One woman was told by a supervisor that "this 
happens all the time." 

The services are now briefing everyone who enters 
military service on what constitutes sexual assault, Hertog 
said. Service members then receive more "in-depth training" 
throughout their career. Commanders and investigators receive 
specialized training, she added. 

All service members "have to understand that sexual 
assault is a crime, and we're absolutely not going to tolerate it, 
and if they do engage in this kind of criminal behavior that 
they're going to be held appropriately accountable," Hertog 
said. 

Listen To Audio (RT: 8:32) 
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26. War Declared On Sex Assaults 
(TAMPA TRIBUNE 21 APR 12) ... Howard Altman 

LAKELAND -- Sitting in the living room of her Lakeland 
apartment, Karin Whitley opens an American-flag-decorated 
box and pulls out pictures of moments in her military career 
that made her proud. 

There are pictures of her on the aircraft carrier USS 
Independence performing last-minute checks on F/A-18 
Hornets about to scream down the deck. There are pictures 
from the back seat of one of the fighters in flight, taken 
because she was one of the few women qualified to ride at the 
time. 

But Whitley, now 44, has boxes of memories much 
darker. 

Memories of being sexually assaulted by Marines who 
broke in to her barracks, and of being sexually seduced as a 
17-year-old by the man who recruited her into the Navy. 

Memories of a military that tried to sweep her problems 
under the rug by sending her away and of years of battles to 
gain accountability against her attackers. 

Memories of two failed marriages, frequent moves, 
depression and thoughts of suicide, all symptoms of post 
traumatic stress disorder that, according to the Veterans 
Administration, resulted from the sexual assaults. 

This week, U.S. Secretary of Defense Leon Panetta 
outlined new guidelines for investigating military sexual 
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trauma, which is on the rise, according to the Department of 
Defense. 

Sitting at home with her boxes of memories, Whitley, 
who spent 16 years as a Lakeland police dispatcher after 
leaving the Navy, wonders if it is too little, too late. 

In January 1990, Whitley, then an aviation electrician's 
mate third class, was asleep in her barracks at Marine Corps 
Air Station Yuma in Arizona when two Marines from the base 
broke into her room and sexually assaulted her. 

The Marines were caught and detained, she said, but 
never charged. 

"I spoke to a lieutenant afterwards and asked if anything 
would happen," said Whitley. "He said 'I doubt it, the Marines 
take care of their own.' " 

Whitley said that base officials dealt with the assault by 
sending her on a long flight in a small plane full of men back 
to her home base. 

"It was awful," she said. 
Three years earlier, while at Naval Air Station Fallon in 

Nevada, Whitley was sexually assaulted by a civilian while on 
liberty. Base officials there, she said, took the same tack. 

They shipped her back to her home base. 
After the assaults, Whitley's life unraveled. She divorced 

and married again, only to divorce a second time. There were 
panic attacks. Sleepless nights full of horrific dreams about the 
assaults. The traumatic thoughts intruded during the daytime, 
too. At times she was aggressive; other times she was 
withdrawn. 

"At first I thought I was bipolar," said Whitley, who 
served in active duty Navy from 1986 to 1990, then with the 
Navy Reserve from 1991 to 1993. 

Finally, about nine years ago, a VA therapist determined 
that Whitley wasn't bipolar. She was suffering from PTSD, 
caused by the sexual assaults. 

During her therapy, she also realized that the military 
sexual abuse began even before she put on a uniform. It was in 
the form of sexual encounters with the man who recruited her 
out of Lakeland High School. 

As she struggled to recover, Whitley also fought for 
accountability. 

She joined the Service Women's Action Network, an 
organization dedicated to allowing women to serve "without 
threat of harassment, discrimination, intimidation or assault." 
She reached out to the bases where she was stationed and 
contacted her senators and representatives. 

What happened to the men who attacked her? Where are 
the records? 

Even those in Congress kept getting the same answers 
from the Navy and Marines: If any records existed, they were 
long gone. 

In the past fiscal year, there were 3,192 reports of sexual 
assault involving service members as either victims or 
perpetrators, according to the eighth annual survey of the 

subject conducted by the Department of Defense. That 
represents a 1 percent increase from the previous year. 

The report also showed that discipline has increased as 
well, with the percentage of courts-martial against offenders 
more than doubling since 2007 to more than 60 percent. 

But at a press conference last week, Panetta said the 
reported sexual assaults are only a small fraction of the real 
number. 

Panetta said that "because we assume that this is a very 
underreported crime, the estimate is…actually is closer 
19,000." 

Panetta introduced several measures designed to "reduce 
and prevent sexual assault, to make victims of sexual assault 
feel secure enough to report this crime without fear of 
retribution or harm to their career, and to hold the perpetrators 
appropriately accountable." 

 Local unit commanders are required to report sexual 
assault cases to a special court-martial level or, if 
necessary, to a general court-martial level for 
investigation. 

 A special victims unit or capability within each of the 
services will be created with experts trained in 
evidence collection. 

 Victims who report a sexual assault will be given an 
option to quickly transfer from their unit or 
installation to protect them from possible harassment. 

 Written reports of sexual assault to law enforcement 
will be retained for 50 years to make it easier for 
veterans to file a claim with the Department of 
Veterans Affairs at a later date. 

 Establish a Defense Department sexual assault 
advocate certification program requiring sexual 
assault response coordinators and victim advocates to 
obtain a credential aligned with national standards. 

After years of battling her own demons, the military and 
the VA, Whitley won a huge victory in October. 

The VA ruled that she was unable to work any longer as a 
Lakeland police dispatcher because of "post traumatic stress 
disorder with secondary major depression and panic disorder" 
that resulted from "military sexual assault." 

Whitley lives with her husband of eight years — Shane 
Whitley, a retired Marine who also suffers from PTSD. She 
has good days and bad days and spends a lot of time making 
jewelry as a way to cope. 

Panetta's guidelines, she said, "are a start." She was 
especially encouraged about the provision about keeping 
reports for 50 years. 

The lack of reports, she said, "was my biggest hurdle in 
proving my case." 
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27. Navy Will Start Testing For Prescription Drugs 
(NAVY TIMES 20 APR 12) ... Mark D. Faram 

The Navy ratchets up its war on drugs May 1, with 
screening of urinalysis samples for two families of drugs — 
benzodiazepines and hydrocodones — that include commonly 

abused prescription medicines such as Valium, Xanax and 
Vicodin. 

Navy officials announced the changes Friday in 
NavAdmin message 130/12. 
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“Sailors whose urinalysis samples are identified positive 
for controlled substances for which they do not have a valid 
prescription recorded in their medical record may be 
considered in violation of the [Uniform Code of Military 
Justice] for drug misuse [and] abuse,” the message said. 

The Navy considers prescription drugs to be misused 
when they are used beyond their prescribed dates in or in 
higher doses than prescribed. It’s also forbidden to use 
someone else’s prescription. 

Examples of benzodiazepines are drugs sold under the 
names Xanax, Valium, Klonopin, Ativan, Restoril or Halcion. 
These drugs are normally used to treat anxiety and are often 
used to treat people going through alcohol withdrawal. 

Hydrocodone is the generic name for narcotic painkillers 
such as Vicodin, Norco, Lortab and about 30 other brands. It’s 
highly addictive. 

The message reminded sailors to make sure any 
prescription drugs are properly documented in their medical 
record to avoid problems if they test positive for any of the 
drugs in the new screening procedures. 

The message also asked sailors who are abusing these 
drugs to self-refer for medical treatment, but didn’t say 
whether there could be legal or administrative consequences if 
they do. 
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28. Navy Increases Opportunities For Non-Rated Sailors To Strike Into A Navy Career 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 20 APR 12) ... Navy Personnel Command Public Affairs 

MILLINGTON, Tenn. -- Navy has expanded rating 
designation opportunities for Professional Apprentice Career 
Track (PACT) Sailors, the non-designated workforce in the 
fleet, officials said April 20. 

"Currently the Navy has a healthy complement of PACT 
Sailors supporting the Fleet - more than 7,800 - and we plan to 
bring in about 4,700 more PACT Sailors this fiscal year 
alone," said CDR Renee Squier, deputy director of Navy 
Enlisted Force Plans & Policy. "This will mean increased 
opportunities and a shorter timeline for PACT Sailors to strike 
into ratings - currently, we're aiming to designate nearly 4,000 
PACT Sailors in the next 9 months." 

According to Capt. Hank Roux, head enlisted community 
manager, Bureau of Naval Personnel, PACT Sailors and their 
commands should be taking a proactive approach in 
researching Sailors' options for designation. 

"Career counselors and career development teams should 
use the Rating Entry for General Apprentices (REGA) module 
in the Fleet Ride career tool to determine which ratings their 
PACT Sailors qualify," said Roux. 

There are several methods commands may use to get 
PACT Sailors designated in REGA: direct rating entry 
designation, Navy Wide Advancement Exams requests and A-
school requests. 

"Direct rating entry designation is the method with the 
most immediate impact on rated apprentice manning," said 
Roux. "When direct designation is approved in REGA, the 
Sailor's permanent record and command manning documents 
are automatically updated to reflect the rated status." 

Many rating entry designation quotas are available and do 
not require an A-school. 

Minimum requirements for commands to direct designate 
a PACT Sailor are: 

 Meets qualification standards for desired rate. 

 Minimum 12 months onboard permanent duty station 

 Direct Designation Quota available as published in 
Fleet Ride 

Working with their chain of command, PACT Sailors can 
learn more about rating opportunities in REGA. The Armed 
Services Vocational Aptitude Battery (ASVAB) score is a key 
indicator in determining which rate a Sailor qualifies. 
Academic skills development and Armed Forces 
Classification Testing (AFCT) should be encouraged and 
scheduled well in advance to enable PACT Sailors to 
maximize their career options. 

"Leaders need to ensure these Sailors are on track to get 
designated in a rating four to six months prior to their two-
year anniversary on board," said Roux. "The program is 
focused on the two-way commitment between the Sailor and 
Navy." 

The PACT program consists of three apprentice tracks; 
aviation, engineering and surface. PACT Sailors enlist for an 
initial four year active service obligation, receive initial 
apprenticeship training for their track and fill apprentice level 
billets in the fleet. 

Upon arrival at their first permanent duty station, 
commands conduct rating eligibility screening and develop a 
career progression plan during the PACT Sailor's career 
development board to identify on the job training that leads to 
a viable career field within two years on board. 

For more information, talk with your command career 
counselor. 
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29. New Pentagon Policy Urges More Telework 
(FEDERAL TIMES 20 APR 12) ... Andy Medici 

Defense Department managers must open telework to as 
many employees as possible without jeopardizing mission 
readiness, according to a new policy announced Friday. 

DoD managers must promote a wide variety of telework 
options, from telework on individual projects to full-time work 
at home. Telework should be used to create employment 
opportunities for veterans, people with disabilities, spouses of 
service members and relocated employees. And telework must 

be integrated into continuity of operations plans, according to 
the policy, which updates existing policy to bring it in line 
with the 2010 Telework Enhacement Act, according to a DoD 
news release. 

Managers who turn down an employee request for 
telework will have to list their reasons in writing, according to 
the policy. 
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"Telework is a powerful tool, one that helps DoD 
maximize the agility it needs to operate in all kinds of 
conditions, while promoting workforce efficiency, and quality 
of life," Paige Hinkle-Bowles, deputy assistant secretary of 
Defense for civilian personnel policy, said in the release. 

The new policy adds that telework should not be 
considered an entitlement. 

DoD has set a goal of having at least 30 percent of 
eligible employees teleworking at least once a week by fiscal 
2020. 
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30. Navy Association Celebrates 'Year Of The Chief' 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 20 APR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Desiree D. Green, Navy Public Affairs Support 
Element East 

NORFOLK, Va. -- The Hampton Roads Surface Navy 
Association (HRSNA) hosted a 'Year of the Chief' luncheon at 
Vista Point Catering and Conference Center April 18. 

The luncheon was in celebration of the 119th year since 
the establishment of the chief petty officer rank in the Navy. 
To celebrate the event, former Master Chief Petty Officer of 
the Navy (MCPON) Duane R. Bushey and Master Chief 
Information Systems Technician James Leuci, both from 
Naval History and Heritage Command, spoke during the 
luncheon. 

"Each year we sponsor one major group, last year was 
aviation, this year we decided to go with the chiefs," said 
Bushey. "Never in the history of the Navy Memorial have we 
had so much volunteer support as we have with the 'Year of 
the Chief'." 

The luncheon gave enlisted and officers, of all ranks, the 
opportunity to participate in discussion with chief petty 
officers and learn about the history and accomplishments of 
chief petty officers throughout the past years. 

"I am glad to be here. It's a pleasure to be able to speak to 
our young Sailors and give them some history on the chief 

petty officers because at one time all chiefs were petty officers 
themselves," said Leuci. 

Throughout the event, an exhibit of historical chief petty 
officer uniforms were on display for attendees to view. 

"I think it was a nice gathering to learn a little more about 
Navy history," said Hospital Corpsman 1st Class (SW) 
Shannon Taylor assigned to the USS Mesa Verde (LPD 19). "I 
learned a lot of fun facts about the history of the chief petty 
officer that I did not know and I thank the association for 
that." 

The 'Year of the Chief' celebration officially kicked off on 
April 2nd at the United States Navy Memorial in Washington, 
D.C. with an exhibit celebrating chief petty officers. 

"I am grateful that the Surface Navy Association does 
things like this. I think it gives us a sense of pride and heritage 
so that you know where you came from and where you are 
ultimately going," said Taylor. 

Various public events, navywide, will be open through 
March 2013 for active duty personnel and their families to 
include book signings, children's activities and ceremonies, in 
celebration if the 'Year of the Chief'. 
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31. Navy Recruiting Office In Denver Gets Top Honor 
(KCNC CBS DENVER 20 APR 12) 

Colorado may be landlocked, but the U.S. Navy is very 
active in our mountain state. 

The Navy Recruiting Office in Denver has been honored 
as the National District of the Year. 

“In a fiscal year, if we ship say, eighty people to boot 
camp, they look at how many of those eighty remained in the 
program,” said U.S. Navy Coordinator of the Year Chief 
Shawn Forbes. 

Last year, the Navy Recruiting District in Denver shipped 
out about 70 future Sailors with a nearly zero percent dropout 
rate. 

“It just says we’re doing things right here. It says my 
command is fully supportive of what we do. The amount of 
kids we put in- the percentages of them tend to do better and 
succeed,” said Forbes. 

Forbes was recently named Navy Special Warfare Special 
Ops Air Rescue Coordinator of the Year. 

“I think there has been a spike especially with the movies 
and recent current events. But we’ve got six states to deal with 
here and Colorado and Utah are fairly athletic states,” said 
Forbes. 

He said it takes more than athletic ability to make a good 
Sailor. 

“Honor, courage, commitment. But really, it’s maturity,” 
said Forbes. 

Once accepted to the warrior challenge, recruits train for 
several more months in specialty programs- SEAL, E.O.D. 
Special Boat Unit, Navy Diver and Aviation Air Rescue. 

“I’m getting to select guys that are going to be alongside 
of me or working for me in a year or two, so it’s been nice to 
be the gate keeper of that door definitely,” said Forbes. 
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32. 2012 Military Family Of The Year 
(STARS AND STRIPES 20 APR 12) ... Carlos Bongioanni 

It was a moment of complete surprise that left Anne 
Marie Karnbach literally shaking with delight Thursday. 

Her husband, Petty Officer 1st Class Christopher 
Karnbach, was supposed to be at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, 
where he is deployed as a Navy reservist. But he had secretly 
arranged with military superiors to attend a ceremony in 

Washington, D.C., where his family was to be honored as Our 
Military Kids’ 2012 Military Family of the Year. When he 
appeared on stage, his stunned family swarmed upon him, 
engulfing him in embraces with arms and legs wrapped around 
his body. 



 

27 
 

The event was hosted by Our Military Kids, a nonprofit 
organization that helps families of deployed servicemembers 
by giving grants that allow military children to participate in 
extracurricular events. Since 2005, the organization has 
awarded $14 million dollars in grants and each year chooses 
among the grantees a family and individual children to honor. 

On Thursday, besides honoring the Karnbach couple and 
their two children Christopher, 9, and Abigail, 7, the 
organization recognized the accomplishments of five other 

military children who were named Our Military Kids of the 
Year. 

View Clip (RT: 2:26) 
Broadcast Clip - Navy Father Surprises Family 
(YOUTUBE 20 APR 12) U.S. Navy 
Petty Officer 1st Class Christopher Karnbach returns 

home early to surprise his wife and children at an Our Military 
Kids performance. 

View Clip (RT: 1:49) 
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33. Medical Laboratory Professionals To Be Recognized At Naval Hospital Bremerton 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 20 APR 12) ... Douglas H. Stutz, Naval Hospital Bremerton Public Affairs 

BREMERTON, Wash. -- "Laboratory Professionals Get 
Results!" will be the theme at Naval Hospital Bremerton 
(NHB) during April 22-28 to recognize and honor Laboratory 
Department staff members throughout National Medical 
Laboratory Professionals week. 

"The focus is on allowing our staff to relax and celebrate 
the practice of their profession through fellowship," said Lt. 
Cmdr. Todd. J. Tetreault, NHB laboratory manager. 

Weeklong events include the traditional cake cutting with 
Capt. Christopher Culp, NHB commanding officer April 23, a 
special pizza luncheon April 24, a Laboratory Scavenger Hunt 
April 24;-an ice cream social April 25, and a Lab Coat Design 
Contest April 26 

"We do what we do as a great team not as a group of 
individuals. Using the entire week to recognize that is just a 
great way to say thank you to everyone," said Hospital 
Corpsman 2nd Class Diana Rodriguez, Laboratory/Clinical 
Pathology technician. 

"There really is a lot of planned activities during the week 
that's all interactive. We got raffles, pot-lucks, even lab coat 
designing. It should be fun and a nice way to recognize 
everyone here for what we do on a regular, daily basis, which 
is help care for all of our patients," said HM2 Melissa 
Couture, laboratory/clinical pathology technician. 

The behind the scenes responsibilities of the entire lab 
continually bring timely results that benefit and impact direct 
patient care. The approximately 25 active duty personnel and 
12 civilians manning NHB's Lab conducted more than 
720,000 tests in the last 12 months, with another 250,000 
processed for performance at military and civilian reference 
laboratories. 

"The testing performed in the Laboratory forms the basis 
for more than 70 percent of patient diagnoses. As the world 
gets ever more complex, healthcare professionals need to work 
closely with the Laboratory that can deliver complex results 
that are unobtainable in most other clinical settings. The 
accuracy and quality of our labor directly affects the ability of 
the organization to provide effective and timely care to our 
patients," said Tetreault. 

There is never any real down time in the laboratory. 
Laboratory personnel continually work around the clock to 
support the Emergency Room and all inpatient clinics and 
departments. The Lab is open to beneficiaries for specimen 
collection and drop-off Monday through Friday from 7 a.m. to 
8 p.m. and Saturday from 8 to 12 a.m. 

"Most of what we do is unseen by our patients, but it all 
helps provide the results they need when they come in for their 
appointment. We are a large part of patient care. I personally 

know the value of the lab because my mom in her battle 
against cancer always had to have a lot of lab testing done. I 
think that's the main reason why I do what I do here. It's 
because of what she went through. I know the importance 
ensuring lab tests are taken, handled and delivered in a correct 
and timely manner," said Rodriguez. 

Besides obtaining and receiving patient samples 
(everything from blood to tissue) and processing them, areas 
of specialty include; Phlebotomy (the act or practice of 
opening a vein by incision or puncture to remove blood as a 
therapeutic treatment); Chemistry (the study of the chemical 
processes in living organisms); Urinalysis (an examination of 
the urine to determine the general health of the body and, 
specifically, kidney function); Hematology (the study of the 
nature, function, and diseases of the blood and of blood-
forming organs.); Microbiology (the branch of biology dealing 
with the structure, function, uses, and modes of existence of 
microscopic organisms); Serology (The science that deals with 
the properties and reactions of serums, especially blood 
serum); Histology (the branch of biology dealing with the 
study of tissues); Cytology (the study of the microscopic 
appearance of cells, esp. for the diagnosis of abnormalities and 
malignancies); Pathology (the science or the study of the 
origin, nature, and clinical course of diseases) and managing 
the Blood Bank (packed red blood cells or plasma is typed, 
processed, and stored for future use in transfusion). 

Enlisted personnel assigned to the Lab are comprised of 
advanced medical laboratory technicians, histopathology 
technicians, and cytology technicians, throughout five 
locations. Besides the majority working in NHB's main lab, 
they are also at Branch Health Clinic Puget Sound Naval 
Shipyard, BHC Bangor, BHC Everett, and Madigan Army 
Medical Center Armed Services Blood Bank Center. 

The list of all the specific jobs/duties/responsibilities 
handled by the Med Lab technicians includes; collecting blood 
or body fluids from patients; accessioning patient samples to 
allow automated equipment and Laboratory information 
systems to analyze, interpret, and result provider ordered 
testing; processing patient samples to allow ordered tests to 
occur; perform testing in Chemistry, Hematology, Urinalysis, 
Coagulation, Microbiology, Immunohematology (Blood 
Banking), Serology, Histology, and Cytology; Collating and 
verifying testing results; Certifying the authenticity of results 
and release them to the health care providers; Conducting 
Quality Control and Quality Assurance Initiatives to ensure 
the continued accuracy and precision of reported results; 
Maintaining equipment in every area listed above; and taking 
part in continuing education efforts to grow professionally. 
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Tetreault attests the Lab does not provide a service to get 
results, but rather they provide a service as a result of a 
focused and directed need. "Knowing that the support we 
provide helps providers deliver quality care to our 
beneficiaries is gratifying," he said. 

NHB's Laboratory has also been fully accredited by the 
College of American Pathologists, American Society for 
Clinical Pathology and American Association of Blood Banks. 
It is also licensed and the Food and Drug Administration. 
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34. Navy Investigating Death Aboard Carrier Truman 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 21 APR 12) ... Kate Wiltrout 

The Navy is investigating the death of a Sailor aboard the 
aircraft carrier Truman. 

Cmdr. Phil Rosi, a spokesman for U.S. Naval Air Force 
Atlantic, said 20-year-old Kevin Deshazo, an operations 
specialist seaman, was found dead on Wednesday. The ship is 
undergoing repairs at Norfolk Naval Shipyard in Portsmouth. 

Deshazo, from Granbury, Texas, joined the Navy in late 
2009 and had served on the Truman since April 2010, Rosi 
said. 

Naval Criminal Investigative Service agents are handling 
the investigation. 

Rosi said the ship's leaders send their thoughts and 
prayers out to the Sailor's family and friends. 
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35. Senior Enlisted Sailor On Sub Relieved Of Duties Amid Claims Of Alcohol-Related Misconduct 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 20 APR 12) ... Michael Melia 

HARTFORD, Conn. — The senior enlisted Sailor aboard 
a Groton-based attack submarine has been relieved of his 
duties amid allegations of alcohol-related misconduct 
overseas, a Navy spokeswoman said Friday. 

The chief of the boat for the USS Annapolis, Senior Chief 
Sonar Technician Gregory Cordray, was dismissed Thursday 
by the attack submarine's commanding officer, according to 
Lt. Cmdr. Jennifer Cragg, a submarine group spokeswoman. 

Lt. Cmdr. Jennifer Cragg said Friday that the alleged 
misconduct took place while Cordray was on liberty during a 
stop at an overseas port. 

Cordray, 42, has been temporarily assigned to the 
submarine squadron in Groton. He declined to comment when 
reached by telephone at his home Friday night. 

The alleged misconduct occurred while Cordray was off-
duty during a stop at an overseas port. Cragg said she could 
not immediately say whether other Sailors are also under 
investigation or provide further details. 

The Annapolis is deployed and a Sailor who had been 
assigned to the USS Miami will temporarily assume duties as 
chief of the boat, according to the Navy. The investigation is 
being conducted by the Navy's Submarine Development 
Squadron 12. 

The Annapolis is a Los Angeles-class attack submarine 
that was commissioned in 1992. 
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FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
36. Sequester Would Slam Shipbuilding Hardest; Navy League Rallies Resistance 
(AOL DEFENSE 20 APR 12) ... Sydney J. Freedberg Jr. 

Everyone's scared of sequestration. But the U.S. Navy and 
its shipbuilders are particularly upset by the prospect, because 
both the large-scale nature of naval construction and a historic 
quirk of the appropriations process leave warships particularly 
vulnerable. That's why the Navy League of the United States, 
one of the nation's oldest and most influential advocacy 
groups, is about to mobilize its members against sequestration. 

"The bottom line is we just want Congress to do their job, 
repeal the Budget Control Act, [and] end sequestration," Navy 
League President Philip Dunmire told AOL Defense. "How 
they come about that, that's the job of Congress to figure out, 
but we want them to do it through bipartisan consensus." 

Nor is a lame-duck compromise after the elections good 
enough, Dunmire went on. "We need to encourage Congress 
to take action on this hopefully before July," he said. 
Shipbuilding is a business with long lead times, with some 
items bought a year or more ahead. The nation's "Big Six" 
shipyards -- soon to be the "Big Five" once Huntington-Ingalls 
Industries closes its yard in Avondale, La. -- depend almost 
entirely on Navy contracts, and if their cashflow from the 

government is going to stop in January, however temporarily, 
they need to start planning now, including for possible layoffs. 

"From the perspective of shipbuilders, it's workforce 
management," MacKenzie Eaglen, a member of AOL 
Defense's Board of Contributors, told the oversight panel of 
the House Armed Services Committee Wednesday. "They 
need to plan now for what their workers are going to do... in 
January." 

Officially, no one in the federal government is doing 
comparable planning. The Administration's position -- 
unsettling similar to a driver in a game of "chicken" who 
ostentatiously takes his hands off the wheel -- is that the law 
leaves them no real leeway to plan. 

"We are not planning for sequestration, [because] there is 
very little to plan for," said Navy Under Secretary Robert 
Work in a speech Wednesday at the annual "Sea-Air-Space" 
convention, sponsored by the Navy League. (Dunmire, who 
introduced Work, used the opportunity to call on League 
members to ask their legislators to vote against sequestration). 
"It is assessed at the line item level," Work went on. "The only 
thing you can plan for is how to pick up the pieces." 
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But that's not necessarily so, according to testimony later 
that day at the House Armed Services hearing. Next to Eaglen 
at the witness table sat Congressional Research Service 
analyst Ronald O'Rourke, one of the most widely respected 
naval experts in Washington and a veteran of the last time 
Congress actually did sequesters, back in the eighties under 
the Gramm-Rudman-Hollings Act. (O'Rourke has worked for 
the non-partisan CRS since 1984). O'Rourke's unenviable task 
at the hearing -- and in two follow-up calls with this boggled 
AOL Defense reporter -- was to explain the implications of the 
arcane and long-disused procedure. 

The Administration has insisted, as in Work's remarks on 
Wednesday, that a sequester would strike automatically and 
equally at every single "program, project, and activity" in the 
federal budget, taking a fixed percentage (estimated at 9 to 
10%) off every one. However, O'Rourke argued, there are 
alternative interpretations of the law. 

First of all, said O'Rourke, there is an obscure 1990 
amendment to the Gramm-Rudman-Hollings sequestration 
procedure that allows the Administration to reprogram money 
from one account to another before apply the sequester cut, if 
Congress approves. Whether or not the Budget Control Act as 
written overrides this loophole or allows it is agonizingly 
unclear. 

Second, O'Rourke went on, even without reprogramming, 
it is possible to read the sequestration language as applying the 
fixed cuts only to the accounts actually named in the language 
of the Appropriations bill -- broad categories such as "Missile 
Procurement, Army" and "Aircraft Procurement, Air Force" -- 
which would allow the Administration to distribute those cuts 

among the individual items within each account at its 
discretion, giving it leeway to sacrifice some programs to 
protect others. However, by a historical quirk, the legal 
language appropriating funds for "Shipbuilding and 
Conversion, Navy" goes into much greater detail, which 
would under any interpretation of the sequestration law 
requires the Administration to cut each class of ship -- 
destroyers, submarines, aircraft carriers -- by the exact same 
percentage. 

It gets worse, however, because shipbuilding programs 
buy a small number of extremely expensive items and can't 
easily "make change." Make a 10% cut to a program buying 
ten aircraft, and you're left with nine planes. Make a 10% cut 
to a program buying two ships, and you can't buy 0.8 of a 
ship: You end up with only one. Make a 10% cut to a program 
buying one ship -- the typical rate for Navy programs -- and 
you end up with zero. 

That's the outcome the Navy, the Navy League, and the 
shipbuilders all dread. "It is such a blunt instrument that no 
one ever expected it to trigger," Under Secretary Work told 
the League on Wednesday. "They expected the super 
committee to come up with a solution to our problems, but 
that did not happen." Now no one wants sequestration to 
happen, but no one is quite sure how to stop it. 

The Navy League is urging its members to call on 
Congress to find a compromise, but does it have any plan for 
what that compromise should be? "We don't," Dunmire said 
frankly. "The Navy League is not telling Congress how to do 
their job. We're telling them to do their job." 
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37. Multiple Milestones In Range For Fleet’s UAVs 
(NAVY TIMES 30 APR 12) ... Joshua Stewart 

This summer will be the summer of the drone. 
In the next few months, each of the Navy’s large-scale 

unmanned aircraft programs will reach major milestones that 
will put them significantly closer to being operational. 

On June 14, the MQ-4C Broad Area Maritime 
Surveillance UAV will be unveiled at Palmdale, Calif., where 
Boeing is building two of the unmanned planes. Only 
demonstration versions of the aircraft — Block 10 Air Force 
RQ-4 Global Hawks retrofitted for maritime patrol missions 
— are in service. The planes that will go online this spring are 
the first unmanned BAMS planes built from the ground up. 

“A BAMS is about as similar to a Global Hawk as a P-8 
is to a 737 that Southwest flies,” said Capt. James Hoke, 
program manager for the BAMS project at Naval Air Systems 
Command. 

BAMS will have stiffer wings than the Global Hawk for 
gust loading, and the entire sensor package will be designed 
for a maritime environment, Hoke said. After ground testing, 
the first BAMS flight is scheduled for September of this year, 
followed by initial operations in December 2015. Plans call 
for an “orbit” — a patrol area — with four aircraft. Later there 
will be five simultaneous orbits worldwide with four patrol 
aircraft per orbit. It will work in conjunction with the P-8 
Poseidon, which was introduced to the fleet in late March. 

The two aircraft have overlapping maritime patrol duties 
and will work in concert with each other, but BAMS is 
designed to provide an unblinking eye in the sky with greater 

endurance and longer stints on station than its manned partner. 
The Poseidon will have a more comprehensive sensor suite, 
allowing for more detailed surveillance and intelligence 
collection. BAMS will be operated by the P-8 community. 

Additionally, BAMS is part of the EP-3 Aries succession 
plan, but exactly how much of that platform’s signals 
reconnaissance mission BAMS will absorb has not been 
determined, Hoke said. 

Fire Scout 
The MQ-8B Fire Scout pilotless helicopter will deploy on 

the frigate Klakring to the Horn of Africa in mid-June after 
improvements prompted by two crashes in late March and 
early April. Most likely, it will be involved in counterpiracy 
operations and test its intelligence, surveillance and 
reconnaissance capabilities. In a first for the aircraft, there will 
be four Fire Scouts onboard — earlier deployments have 
included no more than three. 

A heartier version of the Fire Scout, the MQ-8C Fire-X, is 
still in development. It’s about 95 percent compatible with the 
smaller Fire Scout and uses the same software, but boasts a 
bigger airframe, has a range of 1,227 nautical miles instead of 
618, and can fly for 15 hours instead of eight. 

Capt. Patrick Smith, program manager for the Fire Scout, 
said there is a rapid deployment request to send the Fire-X to 
U.S. Africa Command. The Navy wants 28 of the larger 
aircraft, and the first is expected to arrive in the next year. 



 

30 
 

Testing is also planned to put the Fire Scout onto littoral 
combat ships. Dynamic interface testing for the LCS 
Independence is scheduled for 2013, and the Fire Scout is still 
intended to be on the ship’s surface warfare mission module. 

The two unrelated crashes set back the Fire Scout 
program with a mandatory grounding while the Navy 
investigated their causes and made improvements. The most 
recent crash was April 6, when a Fire Scout went down for 
unknown reasons in Northern Afghanistan. The second came a 
week earlier, after an automatic landing system failed to 
engage while the drone attempted to land on the frigate 
Simpson’s deck. 

Smith said about 17 landing attempts were made before 
operators decided to ditch the Fire Scout in the Atlantic Ocean 
off the coast of West Africa. A crew from the frigate set out in 
a rigid hull inflatable boat, took off the Fire Scout’s rotors and 
brought the aircraft onboard with the ship’s davit. 

X-47B 
The Unmanned Combat Air System Demonstration 

program, a project that uses the tailless X-47B, will begin 
carrier compatibility testing later this year — a battery of 
evaluations every aircraft must compete before it can move on 
to tests on an underway aircraft carrier. 

One of two X-47s is at Naval Air Systems Command 
headquarters at Naval Air Station Patuxent River, Md., for 
evaluations, including making sure the plane’s 

electromagnetic signals do not interfere with the carrier, steam 
ingestion tests, and tests to make sure it can take off with a 
land-based catapult — Pax River only has steam-powered 
cats, not the electromagnetic aircraft launch system in 
development for the Gerald R. Ford-class carriers — as well 
as make landbased arrested landings. 

“All of these things are exactly what you do with manned 
aircraft. So there’s really, except for the unmanned piece, all 
of this testing is done with any new aircraft that’s going on an 
aircraft carrier,” said Capt. Jaime Engdahl, program manager 
for the UCAS demonstration project. 

The ultimate test, Engdahl said, will be in 2014, when the 
unmanned fighter does an autonomous midflight refueling 
from both an Air Force-style boom and a Navy-style basket. It 
will find and rendezvous with a tanker, approach, connect and 
receive 3,000 pounds of aviation fuel before disconnecting and 
flying away. AV-2, the second demonstration X-47, will be 
used for that test because it is the only test aircraft with the 
hardware for airborne refueling. 

“One of the things that’s very clear in this program is that 
there are two very challenging phases. For the carrier, it’s the 
final approach, the final half-mile before landing on the 
aircraft carrier. That’s rapid enough that you need to do it 
autonomously. And hitting a basket on a Navy tanker,” 
Engdahl said. 
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38. BAMS Breaks Through 
Demonstrator drone shines in 5th Fleet 
(NAVY TIMES 30 APR 12) ... Joshua Stewart 

An early version of the Broad Area Maritime Surveillance 
drone is providing 50 percent of the Navy’s intelligence, 
surveillance and reconnaissance coverage in the Middle East 
and South Asia and has become so indispensable that a carrier 
won’t pass through the contentious Strait of Hormuz without 
one of the unmanned aerial vehicles providing coverage. 

The single plane, a Block 10 Air Force RQ-4 Global 
Hawk that was retrofitted to become a BAMS demonstration 
drone, has been operating in 5th Fleet since 2009, after then-
Defense Secretary Robert Gates urged the services to evaluate 
and test its unmanned capabilities, said Capt. James Hoke, 
BAMS program manag-er at Naval Air Systems Command. 

“It’s a very old system but it’s doing a great job,” he said. 
The plane was modified from the Air Force drone for a 

maritime patrol mission with its own sensor suite and a system 
that allows it to track ships. It’s operated and maintained by a 
mix of government and industry personnel, including a 
“handful of military folks,” Hoke said. 

He could not say where the drone was flying from — that 
detail is classified. 

Five BAMS demonstrators cycle in and out of the 5th 
Fleet area. There’s no logistics depot for the drone in the area, 

so when it needs major maintenance, it’s swapped out with 
other aircraft kept at Naval Air Station Patuxent River, Md., 
Hoke said. Another Navy official said that the outgoing and 
incoming BAMS demonstrators pass each other in transit over 
the Atlantic Ocean. 

A representative from Northrop Grumman said the 
BAMS is demonstrating a high-altitude, long-endurance 
sensor suite in a maritime environment. It’s not demonstrating 
the complete BAMS capability. 

After seeing the BAMS demonstrator in action while he 
was commanding Patrol and Reconnaissance Wing 5 and 
forward-deployed with a patrol squadron, Hoke said he was 
convinced of its utility. He was flying with a crew in 5th Fleet 
when they were tasked with checking out a high-interest target 
and received their queuing from the BAMS drone. The 
unmanned system could arrive hours before a ship needed to 
pass through an area, watch it transit and then continue to 
linger after it had passed through to monitor how people 
reacted afterward. 

“It just kind of demonstrated to me the power of the two 
working together, the manned and the unmanned,” he said. 
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39. Market For Unmanned Aircraft Called Strong 
Despite spending cuts, Northrop in negotiations with government for vehicles 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 21 APR 12) ... Nathan Max 

As two wars end or wind down, the national debt rises 
and military spending becomes a prime target of budget cuts, 

all signs point to challenging times ahead for defense 
contractors. 
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Despite those factors and the cancellation of a significant 
program this year, a top Northrop Grumman executive said the 
company’s local operations look strong, thanks to high 
demand for unmanned aerial vehicles. 

Frequently called “drones,” a term frowned upon by 
industry insiders, UAVs appear to have a bright future. That’s 
good news for the local economy, considering large numbers 
of the specialized aircraft are developed in San Diego. 
Northrop Grumman has about 3,600 employees in San Diego 
County, and about 2,200 of them work in unmanned systems, 
company spokesman Warren Comer said. 

Northrop Grumman took a hit when the government 
canceled the Global Hawk Block 30 RQ-4 program in 
January. However, the company will be rolling out a new 
UAV this summer, the MQ-4C Broad Area Maritime 
Surveillance Unmanned Aircraft System. Northrop Grumman 
is also deep in contract negotiations with the government to 
upgrade its current version of the MQ-8B Fire Scout 
unmanned helicopter — which was grounded by the Navy this 
month after two mishaps — to an MQ-8C model. 

The government has stated its intent to purchase 28 of the 
new Fire Scout models, Comer said. 

“All the budget trends that we’ve seen with unmanned 
aircraft are, this is an area (the government) will continue to 
invest in,” said Northrop Grumman Sector Vice President Jim 
Zortman, who also serves as site manager for the company’s 
Unmanned Systems Development Center. 

“While the overall budget may go down, we’re confident 
unmanned aircraft is something that will continue to be 
supported.” 

The Broad Area Maritime Surveillance jet is about the 
size of a fighter aircraft, but it has the wing span of a 757. 
Like the Global Hawk, it can reach an altitude of up to 56,500 
feet, enabling it to fly above commercial air traffic and have 
an expanded radar horizon. 

The Global Hawk typically flies over land, where there is 
more traffic. The Broad Area Maritime Surveillance jet has 
specialized features for flying over water. 

It has de-icing equipment that allows it to fly in a variety 
of weather conditions, meaning fewer missions will be 
canceled. 

It is also equipped with a different kind of radar more 
appropriate for the open seas. 

And it carries equipment that allows it to search and 
identify shipping targets on the open ocean. 

As for Fire Scout, the new design will enable the 
unmanned helicopter to fly farther, faster and carry more, 
Zortman said. 

From a business perspective, the two new programs 
should do a great deal to make up for the loss of the Global 
Hawk Block 30, said Philip Finnegan, director of corporate 
analysis for the Virginia-based Teal Group, an aerospace and 
defense consulting firm. 

“The fact that the Navy is going to move ahead and 
support the (Broad Area Maritime Surveillance) program is 
important for them in terms of a continuing stream of 
revenues,” Finnegan said. “The Fire Scout is also important, 
because it’s their next potential breakthrough program.” 

Continued growth in the $6.5 billion-a-year UAV market 
is likely over the next decade, Finnegan said. The aircraft are a 
high priority for the U.S. military, and there is a largely 
untapped international market. 

Finnegan said that the phenomenal growth of the past few 
years will likely taper off, and there could be some short-term 
pressure to programs. However, the next 10 years should 
present many export opportunities for United States-based 
manufacturers. 

“The potential for international growth is considerable, 
partly because they haven’t addressed the market much, but 
partly because the market is still developing,” Finnegan said. 

Having said that, the biggest market for UAVs is still in 
the United States, he said, and new government contracts are 
lucrative. For example, the Broad Area Maritime Surveillance 
contract, awarded in 2008, is worth $1.16 billion. 

Northrop Grumman produces 15 unmanned aircraft in all, 
and all but one are managed out of San Diego, Comer said. 
Poway-based General Atomics Aeronautical Systems also 
develops UAVs. 

Over the past 60 years, Northrop Grumman has built more 
than 100,000 unmanned systems, Comer said. 

“The center of the unmanned business for aerial vehicles 
is right here in San Diego,” Zortman said. “It takes a really 
specialized kind of knowledge in engineering skill to be able 
to make an aircraft fly autonomously… With the wind-down 
of the war in Afghanistan and Iraq, the military’s acceptance 
and use of unmanned aircraft is not likely to subside, because 
they have many operational and tactical advantages.” 
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40. Navy Reports Mississippi Is On Track For Commissioning Ceremony 
(GULFPORT (MS) PRESS 20 APR 12) ... Harlan Kirgan 

PASCAGOULA, Miss. -- The Virginia-class submarine 
Mississippi (SSN 782), which is to be commissioned in 
Pascagoula on June 2, passed its second set of sea trials and 
arrived back at General Dynamics Electric Boat, in Groton, 
Conn., a Navy news release stated Thursday. 

Rear Adm. Michael Jabaley, Virginia class program 
manager, who rode the ship during Alpha trials said, "With 
each Virginia-class submarine delivery, we continue to raise 
the performance and quality even further above an already 
high bar. Our first look at Mississippi‚s performance 
underway shows that she has continued that trend." 

The Alpha sea trials were reported completed successfully 
on April 9. 

The recently completed Bravo sea trials were reported 
completed on Tuesday. 

Alpha trials included diving to test depth, conducting an 
emergency surfacing, and testing the submarine's propulsion 
plant and were designed to evaluate the ship‚s seaworthiness 
and operational performance, the news released stated. 

The submarine's acoustic performance and combat 
systems were tested during the Bravo trials, Navy news 
release stated. 

The Mississippi, which is the ninth in the Virginia class of 
nuclear-powered attack submarines, is on schedule to be 
delivered one year early of its contract delivery date, the news 
release stated. 
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Mississippi pioneered the ability to conduct land-based 
steaming, which contributed to about a two-week schedule 
improvement and will be applied to all future Virginia-class 
submarines. 

Capt. John McGrath, commander of the Mississippi, said, 
"It was an exhilarating experience to finally see the crew 
operate the ship at sea. The sea trials schedule was extremely 
challenging and required us to drive the ship at its operational 
limits. I was very happy with the ship‚s performance, but I 
was even happier with how our Sailors executed their duties 
throughout the underway." 

The ship's sponsor, Allison Stiller, deputy assistant 
secretary of the Navy for ship programs, christened the 
Mississippi during a ceremony at General Dynamics Electric 
Boat on Dec. 3. 

Construction on the Mississippi began in February 2007. 
Virginia-class submarines are built under a unique 

teaming arrangement between General Dynamics Electric 
Boat and Huntington Ingalls Industries-Newport News. 

The Mississippi is estimated to cost $2.6 billion. 
The 7,800-ton submarine carries a crew of about 130 

officers and Sailors. It carries torpedoes and Tomahawk 
missiles and can be configured to hold Navy SEALs. 
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41. LCS Mission Packages' Software Needs Streamlining, Official Says 
(DEFENSE DAILY 23 APR 2012) ... Mike McCarthy 

The software that runs each of the Littoral Combat Ship 
mission modules was separately developed and will require 
integration in the next two years to make training easier and to 
allow the ship class to deploy a mix of the mission packages, a 
senior Navy officer for the LCS program recently said. 

The LCS is designed to deploy multi-mission packages 
for mine countermeasures (MCM) and anti-surface and anti-
submarine warfare (ASW), each of which can be swapped into 
the ship to carry out the various missions, a key reason behind 
the Navy's stated need for the vessel. 

But the software systems for operating each module are 
different. They were adopted from legacy programs already in 
the fleet for carrying out operations in each of those three 
areas, Capt. John Ailes, the program manager for LCS mission 
modules, said at the Navy League's Sea Air Space conference 
last week. 

"Because it came out of these three different 
communities, there is work to be done so that an application 

doesn't care which one of those packages it's living in," Ailes 
told reporters. 

The separate software systems were lifted from the MCM, 
anti-surface warfare and ASW communities because they were 
proven and allowed for the speedier development of the 
mission modules, but merging them will be critical for training 
as well as to allow for the fleet commander to mix components 
of the modules on a ship, Ailes said. 

"What we got was very reliable, common with the rest of 
the fleet," Ailes said. "What did we not get? We didn't cross 
the streams across those. Nobody has wanted to until now." 

"There will be this desire to mix and match," he added. 
Ailes noted that all three forms of the software operate on 

the same hardware. Ailes said the goal is to building 
commonality into the systems throughout fiscal 2012 and into 
2013. 

Initial operational capability (IOC) for the MCM and 
surface packages is scheduled for 2014, with ASW set to hit 
IOC in 2017. 
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42. DoD Readies MEADS FY '12 Funding Plan For Congress 
(DEFENSE DAILY 23 APR 12) ... Ann Roosevelt 

The Defense Department's plan to use Fiscal Year 2012 
funds for a reduced program for Medium Extended Air 
Defense System (MEADS) or for contract termination costs is 
expected to be delivered to Congress in the next couple of 
weeks, an official with MEADS International said. 

MEADS is an effort by the United States, Germany and 
Italy for an advanced, lightweight, 360-degree system to 
counter ballistic and cruise missiles and to replace older 
systems for the three nations. 

The work is led by prime contractor MEADS 
International in a multinational joint venture with major 
partners are MBDA in Italy, LFK in Germany and Lockheed 
Martin in the United States. 

The National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA) for 
2012 fences off all but 25 percent of the required $390 million 
of funding, and requires the Defense Secretary to submit a 
plan to Congress on how it plans to use FY 12 funds--
authorized and appropriated--for MEADS as a final obligation 
to implement a restructured, reduced program or to pay 
contract termination costs, Marty Coyne, MEADS 
International Business Development Director, told Defense 
Daily in an interview. 

At issue is whether the United States should restructure 
the program using only FY 2012 funds, which needs 
consultation with partners Germany and Italy. It was just in 
October that the program was restructured into a Proof of 
Concept that would culminate with flight intercept tests, and 
the ability for the United States, Germany and Italy to harvest 
the technology. 

While consulting with partners, DoD said the $400 
million requested in the FY '13 funds for MEADS might not 
be approved by Congress. 

Testifying before the House Armed Services Committee 
panel on strategic forces in early March, David Ahern, deputy 
assistant Secretary of Defense for Strategic and Tactical 
systems in the DoD acquisition office, said: "...the department 
believes that completing the MEADS Proof of Concept and 
security the benefit of the development program is still the 
better course of action under current constraints." 

That echoed remarks made in February by Defense 
Secretary Leon Panetta, who said, "I think that would be far 
preferable than having us fail and then have to pay a penalty 
for not fulfilling our commitment." Panetta had met with 
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German Defense Minister Thomas de Maizaire at the 
Pentagon. 

De Maiziere said both governments agreed that "unilateral 
steps to abandon the project would be clearly more expensive 
than to meet your obligations, obligations that were only made 
in October of last year." 

While consultations and discussions take place, work 
continues under the contracted Proof of Concept, Coyne said. 

Right now, the 360-degree MEADS radar has begun 
integration testing at Pratica di Mare AFB near Rome, Italy. 
The Multifunction Fire Control Radar (MFCR) is an X-band, 
solid-state, phased array radar using element- level transmit 
receive modules. 

This means the MEADS system has no "blind spots," as 
the active electronically scanned array rotating radar can 
acquire and track targets through 360 degrees. 

The radar's 11,000 transmit/receive modules, built by 
Germany, come in octopacks, which are line replaceable units. 
Atop the radar is a Mode 5 Identify Friend or Foe (IFF) built 
by Italy. It is the first U.S.-approved foreign-made Mode 5 
IFF, Coyne said. The United States provided the exciter, the 
brains of the radar. 

The radar is in tests with a MEADS battle manager and 
launcher. The work will culminate with the equipment sent to 
White Sands Missile Range, N.M., for a first intercept flight 
test this fall. The system had a successful flight test using a 
simulated target in November (Defense Daily, Apr. 3). 
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43. Reports Cast Doubt On Missile Defense Plans 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 21 APR 12) ... Desmond Butler 

WASHINGTON — Major delays, cost overruns and 
critical technological problems are plaguing a missile defense 
system designed to protect the United States and Europe from 
an Iranian attack, Pentagon advisers and government 
investigators say about one of President Obama’s top military 
programs. 

The reports cast doubt on the shield, a politically sensitive 
issue at home and in relations with Russia. They say missile 
interceptors are running into production glitches, radars are 
underpowered and sensors cannot distinguish between 
warheads and other objects. 

A report by the Defense Science Board, an advisory group 
to the Defense Department, came out late last year but 
received little notice. While it concludes there are “no 
fundamental roadblocks” to the system, it points out big 
problems without saying how they can be fixed. 

Board members declined repeated requests for comment. 
Outside experts, including the Pentagon’s former chief 
weapons tester, Philip Coyle, say the issues raised in the report 
would require substantial and costly changes, if they can all be 
surmounted at all. 

The second report, by Congress’ nonpartisan Government 
Accountability Office, was released Friday. 

Some Republicans say the reports support their view that 
the program was designed hastily to ease the concerns of 
Russia, which had objected to previous missile defense plans 
by the Bush administration, with less regard to whether it 
would work. Ahead of this November’s election, Republicans 
are casting Obama as a weak leader, quick to capitulate to the 
demands of other nations. 

“There is a political timeline and agenda that doesn’t meet 
a scientific, development and security timeline,” said Rep. 
Michael Turner, R-Ohio, chairman of a House panel that 
oversees missile defense. “It does not appear that it can deliver 
the protection for U.S. homeland that this administration 
promised.” 

The administration insists the plans are on track. 
Missile defense in Europe has been a nettlesome issue 

since the middle of last decade, when President George W. 
Bush announced plans to base long-range interceptors in 
central Europe as a defense against missiles from Iran. That 
infuriated Russia, which believed the program was intended to 
counter Moscow’s intercontinental ballistic missiles and 

undermine its nuclear deterrent. Some Democrats also 
objected, complaining the U.S. was gambling billions of 
dollars on questionable technology. 

Soon after Obama took office in 2009, he revamped the 
program as he looked to improve relations with Moscow. His 
plans called for slower interceptors that could address Iran’s 
medium-range missiles. The interceptors would be upgraded 
gradually over four phases, culminating in 2020 with newer 
versions, still in development, that the administration says will 
protect Europe and the United States. The early phases call for 
using Aegis radars on ships and a more powerful radar based 
in Turkey. Later phases call for moving Aegis radars to 
Romania and Poland. 

The plans have gained momentum in Europe with the 
signing of basing agreements in Poland, Romania and Turkey, 
as well as backing by NATO. 

Obama claims his system would be more reliable than 
what had been planned by Bush because the new plan was 
based on tested technology. 

“We have made specific and proven advances in our 
missile defense technology,” Obama said at the time. “Our 
new approach will, therefore, deploy technologies that are 
proven and cost-effective and that counter the current threat, 
and do so sooner than the previous program.” 

But the two reports cast doubt on the technology and 
Obama’s timetable. 

The advisory board found that the ship-based Aegis radars 
would have too short a range to provide enough time for the 
ship’s interceptors to hit the target, a capability it says is 
essential for coverage for Europe. 

This report also said the range of the Turkey-based radar 
would need to be substantially longer to detect and track 
attacking missiles early enough to protect Europe. It said that 
it was not clear how to do the upgrades. 

Rick Lehner, a spokesman for the U.S. Missile Defense 
Agency, rejected the findings, saying the radars will be 
powerful enough to detect missiles. In a statement, he also 
said the U.S. also plans to augment the tracking ability with a 
constellation of satellites within nine years. 

The board’s report also said engineers have not been able 
to demonstrate that the system’s sensors can tell whether an 
interceptor has destroyed a warhead because the sensors 
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cannot distinguish between a warhead and other objects, such 
as a piece of a destroyed rocket. 

That concern, which also applies to other U.S. missile 
defense systems, would back up the findings of a longtime 
critic of missile defense, MIT scientist Ted Postol. He has 
argued that adversaries could overcome the U.S. shield by 
using decoy warheads, such as balloons, when they launch a 
missile. 

“If you can’t tell the difference between a warhead and 
pieces of debris from an attempted intercept, how are you 
going to identify a decoy that’s designed to fool you?” Postol 
said. 

The board’s report said that if the system is firing its 
limited number of interceptors at junk or decoys, the result 
would be “dramatic and devastating.” 

Lehner acknowledged that identifying warheads remains 
difficult but said the current technology is adequate to counter 
the threat from “rogue nations” and is continuing to improve. 

Coyle, who oversaw weapons testing in 1990s and 
recently was a science adviser to Obama, said it is not clear 
how or whether engineers can address the problem of decoys. 

“Clearly, from their report, the DSB believes that these 
systems require major changes,” he said. 

A renowned physicist who has read the report, Richard 
Garwin, said the problems identified in the report appear too 
overwhelming to overcome. 

“If you would only replace the radars by real radars and 
you replace the interceptors by faster interceptors and you find 
some way of discriminating between a warhead and a decoy, 

then yes, it’s a good foundation for moving forward,” he said 
sarcastically. 

Congressional investigators said the Defense Department 
is committing to technologies before they are proven and that 
the administration is risking “performance shortfalls, 
unexpected cost increases, schedule delays and test problems.” 

Key parts of the system are already experiencing 
problems. For instance, the GAO report said pressure to meet 
Obama’s 2015 deadline to field the second phase of the 
system has led the Defense Department to order dozens of 
interceptors even though it’s not clear they will work. Testing 
isn’t expected to be completed until next year. 

The report raised larger concerns for the interceptors 
planned for the last two stages. 

On the third-stage interceptor, the report says critical 
technologies in its rocket motors had problems during testing 
that may require redesign. The report also criticizes the 
administration for setting out a timeline that calls for 
scheduling a test for the final interceptor a year before the 
military can confirm whether its design can work. 

Similarly, the report says the military plans to install its 
radar in Romania before it is tested, and that the radar could 
interfere with Romanian cellphone, data, television and radio 
broadcasts unless it is altered. 

Lehner, the Missile Defense Agency spokesman, said that 
claim is being examined. If there is a problem, the U.S. would 
work to resolve it, he said. “This is something we take very 
seriously.” 
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44. Defense Science Establishment Due For Makeover 
(NATIONAL DEFENSE 20 APR 12) ... Sandra Erwin 

The Pentagon’s science-and-technology bureaucracy — 
60,000 employees across 62 agencies in 22 states — is under 
review. Some of the military’s laboratories and research 
organizations are in dire need of updating. Others simply need 
new management and business models to better respond to the 
needs of troops in the field, senior Pentagon officials said. 

“While our laboratories are positioned for success today, I 
believe it's important to challenge our existing practices and 
consider new business models,” Zachary Lemnios, assistant 
secretary of defense for research and engineering, told 
lawmakers last week. 

During a hearing of the Senate Armed Services emerging 
threats and capabilities subcommittee, Lemnios said his office 
has launched a sweeping review of defense laboratories. “Our 
study will examine and compare existing models of research, 
development and transition against emerging models that other 
organizations are using,” he said. 

Lemnios testified along with the science and technology 
civilian leaders of each branch of the military in support of the 
president’s $12 billion funding request for fiscal year 2013 
Defense Department S&T programs. 

They all agreed that defense S&T organizations need to 
improve their ability to transition technologies into new and 
relevant products. The review will investigate whether the 
silo-style structure of current laboratories — which report to 
different chains of command and do not necessarily share their 
resources — hinders innovation and promotes inefficiency. 

“A key element of this assessment will be to examine the 
balance between the service-specific responsibilities and the 
joint effectiveness of this enterprise,” said Lemnios. 

Also on the agenda is a survey of the Army’s 2,000 
facilities that make up its 22 laboratories, many of which are 
the nation’s oldest and in most need of modernization. 
Marilyn Freeman, deputy assistant secretary of the Army for 
research and technology, told the committee that she has 
“major concerns with the long-term health of our S&T 
enterprise.” 

With the Army projected to suffer larger personnel cuts 
than the other services, Freeman said she worries that S&T 
will take a disproportionate share of the pink slips. Aging 
infrastructure also is a problem, she said. Approximately 72 
percent of Army S&T facilities are more than 25 years old, 
and 48 percent are over 50 years old, she said. “We currently 
have one building that was constructed in 1828.” The Army, 
said Freeman, does not have a “good long-term solution to the 
problem of aging facilities.” 

A survey of Army laboratories should be completed by 
October, said Freeman. 

Freeman’s Navy counterpart, Mary Lacey, deputy 
assistant secretary for research, development, test, and 
evaluation, said naval facilities also are due for a 
comprehensive survey, but one has not yet started, and could 
take at least a year. 
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The Air Force’s S&T enterprise, meanwhile, appears to 
be the one in less need of change, as it underwent a major 
reorganization over the past five to six years. 

“Our single, unified lab structure has brought Air Force 
S&T to a new level of efficiency, collaboration and 
innovation,” said Steven Walker, deputy assistant secretary for 
science, technology and engineering. 

The Air Force Research Laboratory has 539 facilities at 
40 sites. The 2005 round of Base Realignment and Closure 
actions provided AFRL with $450 million to build several new 
state-of-the-art facilities, said Walker. Nonetheless, he added, 
“We must continue to be vigilant and upgrade our S&T 
infrastructure in a timely manner so that major research 
programs are not put at risk due to aging facilities.” 

Lemnios said that one of the dilemmas that the Pentagon 
now faces is how to invest S&T dollars fairly across all 
branches of the military while also ensuring that “joint” 

priorities are addressed, such as growing demands for robotic 
technologies and cybersecurity. 

The panel’s chairman, Sen. Kay Hagan, D-N.C., pressed 
the witnesses on whether the Pentagon’s laboratories are doing 
enough to expedite the fielding of new technologies. 

“While increased basic research obviously is important, 
there are concerns over decreases in more applied research 
funding and for activities that can help transition technologies 
across what has classically been labeled the ‘valley of death,’ 
the gap between the labs and the military users,” Hagan said. 

The executives agreed that more attention should be paid 
to that problem. “I do feel like we have been skewed a bit too 
much towards basic research in the last few years,” said 
Walker. “One of the things we're trying to do in AFRL is 
transition technologies that our war fighters care about.” 

In the Navy, said Lacey, “I would like to see more of an 
investment in our [applied research] accounts that can help us 
transition across the valley of death.” 
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BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
45. NOLA Navy Week Wraps Up 
(WVUE FOX NEW ORLEANS 22 APR 12) 

NEW ORLEANS, La, - The Sailors and their ships from 
across the globe are leaving lasting impressions as part of New 
Orleans Navy week. 

"One of the best experiences of my life. We met the 
captain. I got to put on all the equipment that they use, plus the 
helmet plus the gun," says Michele Coniglio of Metairie. 

"I've had so much fun. I got a chance to see the Navy 
ships earlier in the week and the Blue Angels were practicing 
in the background so it was very exciting," says Amalie 
Murphy of New Orleans. 

As a week of excitement ends, a new one begins, leading 
into The Zurich Classic of New Orleans and Jazzfest. 

During Navy Week more than 100,000 locals and tourists 
have boarded the ships along the Mississippi River. 

Thousands more will pack the Fairgrounds for Jazzfest 
and the T-P-C Louisiana for The Zurich Classic. 

The economic impact is estimated at $300 million over 
the next few weeks. 

Mark Romig with The New Orleans Tourism Marketing 
Corporation says those dollars directly impact the 74,000 
people who work in the hospitality industry. 

"You can figure that the hotel rooms are practically full, 
you're going to have the restaurants as busy as ever," said 
Romig. 

Sailors Wrap Up Community Service Projects At 
Track Meet 

(NEW ORLEANS TIMES-PICAYUNE 21 APR 12) 
Sailors in town for Navy Week NOLA will cap off a 

week of community service projects on Saturday when they 
help facilitate a New Orleans Recreation Development 
Commission track meet at a Hollygrove park. 

The USS Wasp, a multipurpose amphibious assault ship, 
is pushed past Algiers Point into port Tuesday. Crew members 
from the vessel will help coach about 100 children between 
the ages of 5 and 14 during a track meet at Hollygrove Park 
Saturday. 

Crew members from the USS Wasp and the Marine 
Expeditionary Unit will coach about 100 children between the 
ages of 5 and 14 during the meet that begins at 10 a.m. and 
ends at 2 p.m. at Harrell Park, 2300 Leonidas Street. 

During the past week, service members have completed 
projects such as tree planting in City Park, repairs at local 
schools and rebuilding homes for senior citizens, people with 
disabilities and families with children who cannot afford the 
repairs. 

Broadcast Clip - New Orleans Navy Week 
(YOUTUBE 20 APR 12) MCC Josh Treadwell 
Video shot and edited during The War of 1812 

Bicentennial Commemoration in New Orleans. 
View Clip (RT: 1:18) 
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46. Historians: War Of 1812 Led To Birth Of Modern Sea Services 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 22 APR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class David P. Coleman, Patrol Squadron 62 Public 
Affairs 

NEW ORLEANS -- Historians from the Navy, Coast 
Guard and U.S. Park Service discussed the role the city of 
New Orleans and the U.S. sea services played in the War of 
1812 at the Williams Research Center at the Historic New 
Orleans Collection, April 19. 

"It was the first great test for our country and it gave us 
our flag and our national anthem," said National Park Service 
anthropologist Allison Pena. 

The panel included Pena; Dennis M. Conrad, a historian 
at the Navy History and Heritage Command; and William H. 
Thiesen, Atlantic Area Historian with the U.S. Coast Guard. 
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An audience of the public and service members attended 
as part of the Commemoration of the Bicentennial of the War 
of 1812, celebrated in New Orleans April 17-23. 

The Battle of New Orleans took place Jan. 8, 1815, and 
was the largest land engagement and the last major battle of 
the war. American forces defeated the invading British and 
stopped them from seizing the city of New Orleans. 

The battle is regarded as the greatest American land 
victory of the war, as a force mainly made up of militia 
stopped British forces from blocking the mouth of the 
Mississippi River and taking control of America's inland 
waterways. The shallow waters of the river forced the British 
to the shores of Louisiana, and American forces commanded 
by Gen. Andrew Jackson defeated them at what is now known 
as the Chalmette Battlefield. 

The War of 1812 was instrumental in the forging of 
today's maritime forces. The Navy fought the British as they 
tried to blockade the Atlantic coast and support land forces 
from Lake Erie and Lake Champlain. The Navy's successes 
included single-ship duels against British frigates and fleet 
actions on the lakes. By the end of the war, the Navy had 
proven itself as fighting maritime force and Congress 
authorized funding to build a much larger fleet. 

"The Navy's role in the War of 1812 reemphasizes the 
Navy Core Values we have today," said Cmdr. Vince W. 
Baker, commanding officer of USS De Wert (FFG 45). "It 

shows what the Navy has been doing well for 200 years on the 
world's seas." 

Thiesen noted the U.S. Revenue Cutter Service also 
served as the armed, maritime law enforcement service during 
the war, working side by side with the U.S. Navy. The 
service's vessels were leading edge for the time and helped in 
the fight against the British Empire. In 1915, the Revenue 
Cutter Service became the U.S. Coast Guard. 

The War of 1812 is little remembered in much of the 
country, but that's not true in the city of New Orleans, Conrad 
said. "It's not a forgotten war," he said. "It is one to be 
commemorated in the annals of history." 

Members of the audience took away new knowledge of 
the War and New Orleans' role, even those who already were 
well-versed in naval history. 

"The knowledge of the battle of New Orleans will make 
me a better Sailor and I'll pass this historical information to 
my shipmates," said attendee Chief Culinary Specialist Kelvin 
Wiggins, who serves on USS Constitution. Constitution is the 
oldest commissioned naval vessel still afloat and fought in the 
War of 1812. 

The U.S. Navy has bicentennial events planned for 15 
other cities over the next three years, including New York, 
Chicago and Baltimore. Baltimore is home to Fort McHenry, 
where an 1814 battle inspired Francis Scott Key to pen the 
"The Star-Spangled Banner," which was later set to music and 
became the United States' national anthem. 
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47. During Navy Week New Orleans Wasp Sailors Strengthen Foreign Relationships 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 22 APR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist Seaman Kevin F. Johnson, USS Wasp Public Affairs 

NEW ORLEANS -- Sailors from amphibious assault ship 
USS Wasp (LHD 1), including the commanding officer and 
executive officer, visited three foreign navy vessels April 19, 
as part of the the War of 1812 Bicentennial Commemoration 
during Navy Week New Orleans. 

Officers and Sailors attended receptions on board the 
HMCS St. John's, the Indonesian tall ship Kri Dewa Ruci and 
the Ecuadorian tall ship Guayas. 

"Everyone has been really nice and made us feel right at 
home," said Chief (select) Ship's Serviceman Angela Zamora, 
recently selected United States Fleet Forces Sailor of the Year. 
"These events are important because it gives us a chance to 
learn about what these foreign navies do and what their 
mission is." 

Crew members from each ship treated guests to food, 
drinks and entertainment including traditional music, dances 
and cultural craft from each foreign nation. 

"It was impressive and inspiring to see such rich Naval 
heritage preserved and remaining active in a 21st century 
environment," said Capt. Brian Teets, Wasp's executive 
officer. "To experience the variety of cultural differences was 
enjoyable and enlightening." 

Hosts of the event recognized the historical significance 
of the War of 1812 as a driving force in forming strong 
alliances between the different nations. 

"We formed many allies during that war," said Cmdr. 
James A. Clarke, commanding officer of the HMCS St. John's. 
"It truly is inspiring to see those relationships continue so 
strongly today." 

Wasp leadership uses events such as these to help 
strengthen relationships with the Navy's foreign allies and 
preserve the Navy's presence and image. 

"Regardless of the event or ship type, these meetings are 
about building military relationships," said Teets. "These 
relationships help to lay the foundation for military 
cooperation in the future." 

USS Wasp Color Guard Performs At NBA Game 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 22 APR 12) Mass 

Communication Specialist Seaman Apprentice Caleb Cooper, 
USS Wasp Public Affairs 

NEW ORLEANS -- Amphibious assault ship USS Wasp's 
(LHD 1) color guard showed their strength, precision and 
pride during a premier performance during the opening of the 
New Orleans Hornets vs. Houston Rockets NBA basketball 
game April 19. 

Dozens of Wasp Sailors and thousands of New Orleans 
Hornets fans watched the five-member Wasp color guard 
parade the nation's colors along with the Navy and Marine 
Corps service flags during the national anthem. The 
performance served as one of a number of events scheduled to 
take part during Navy Week New Orleans - a Navy-wide War 
of 1812 Bicentennial Commemorative event. 

"I had a great time at the game," said Logistics Specialist 
Seaman Michael Manzo, color guard participant. "It was an 
honor to be part of something like that and to be able to 
represent Wasp in New Orleans!" 

The Wasp color guard roster consists of 13 Sailors from 
different departments around the ship, with only five or six of 
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those Sailors performing at any given event depending on their 
availability. 

"The Wasp color guard learns very quickly," said Hospital 
Corpsman 2nd Class Aileen Dueno, second in command of 
Wasp's color guard. "We have a lot of motivated and 
dedicated Sailors who are willing to participate even if it is 
last minute." 

Color guard members are called upon often to perform at 
numerous events throughout the year, from change of 
command ceremonies to various community sporting events 
and parades. 

"During the summer, that's when we have one or two 
events every week," said Dueno. "We do a lot of retirements 
and a lot of different kinds of ceremonies. It's a lot of work, 
but we love it." 

The Sailors practice as often as they can and step it up 
even more about two weeks before upcoming ceremonies and 
events to be ready for any type of environment - like an NBA 
game. 

"When we're doing colors, we have someone say the 
commands to direct the group, but this evening it was really, 
really loud," said Dueno. It was hard for us to hear those 
commands, so we had to use our peripherals and make 
judgment calls." 

Members of the color guard prepare for ceremonies with 
thorough planning. 

"Also, we try to coordinate our march and rifle 
movements because there are so many different 
environments," said Dueno. 

The Hornets organization actively integrates some sort of 
military representation into its events in an effort to show 
support. 

"We try to incorporate the military in every game," said 
Cris Quintana, New Orleans Hornets director of event 
presentation. 

Quintana also said Capital One stepped up this year, as 
one of the presenting partners, by giving free tickets to service 
members for every Hornets home game this season for the 
"Zone of Courage" section. 

"I thought the color guard did a great job tonight," 
Quintana said. "The military presence tonight was really 
strong and very similar to our military appreciation night a 
couple of weeks ago. This is probably the second strongest 
night we've had throughout the year. Thank you to all the 
service men and women for all the work they do in making 
sure our country is safe and God Bless you guys. 

Broadcast Clip - Samuel L. Jackson Interview Clip 
(YOUTUBE 20 APR 12) MC2 Jacob Sippel, NPASE East 

Det SE 
While attending an NBA basketball game in New 

Orleans, actor Samuel L. Jackson takes a few minutes to 
explain what the U.S. Navy means to him. The U.S. Navy was 
in New Orleans to kickoff a three-year commemoration of The 
War of 1812. 

View Clip (RT: 0:50) 

Return to Index 
 

48. Constitution Sailors Participate In Caps For Kids During New Orleans Navy Week 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 21 APR 12) ... Seaman Michael Achterling, USS Constitution Public Affairs 

GRETNA, La. -- Sailors assigned to USS Constitution 
gave Navy ball caps to children during a Caps for Kids event 
at Ochsner Hospital in New Orleans, April 19. 

Chief Culinary Specialist (SW/AW) Kelvin Wiggins, 
Boatswain's Mate 1st Class (SW) Conrad Hunt, Damage 
Controlman Fireman Ashley Fairfax, Seaman Stephen Beck, 
and Yeoman Seaman Jaslynn Villanueva participated in the 
Navy Office of Community Outreach-sponsored event as part 
of New Orleans Navy Week, April 16-23. 

"It's important for Sailors to participate in community 
outreach programs like Caps for Kids," said Wiggins. "Caps 
for Kids gives Sailors a chance to step back from their normal 
duties and interact with children who need a helping hand." 

Caps for Kids became a national outreach effort in 2000. 
Since then, more than 500 commands and thousands of Sailors 
have donated ball caps to hospitals across the U.S. Most of the 
children who were given ball caps are dealing with long-term 
or lifelong health issues. 

"It gives the children a morale boost," said Phyllis 
Dotson, child life coordinator at Ochsner Hospital. "Having 
members of the armed forces visit creates a very special 
atmosphere for the children and parents." 

The idea for the Caps for Kids program originated at 
Children's Hospital, New Orleans in 1993 by Dr. Stephen 
Heinrich, a pediatric orthopedic surgeon. 

"Interacting with these kids was something I'm never 
going to forget," said Villanueva. "I felt like I shared a special 
moment with each child I visited." 

New Orleans is the second of eight Navy Weeks 
Constitution Sailors are scheduled to participate in during 
2012, celebrating the bicentennial of the War of 1812. The 
primary purpose of Navy Week is to increase Navy awareness 
by presenting the Navy to Americans who live in cities that 
normally do not have a significant naval presence. New 
Orleans Navy Week will showcase the mission, capabilities 
and achievements of the U.S. Navy and provide residents the 
opportunity to meet Sailors firsthand. 

Constitution is the world's oldest commissioned warship 
afloat and welcomes more than 500,000 visitors per year. She 
defended the sea lanes against threat from 1797 to 1855, much 
like the mission of today's Navy. America's Navy: Keeping the 
sea free for more than 200 years. 

Constitution's mission today is to offer community 
outreach and education about the ship's history. 
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49. Although Blue Angels Cancelled, NOLA Navy Week Provides Other Options 
(WWL CBS NEW ORLEANS 21 APR 12) ... Monica Hernandez 

NEW ORLEANS - Beneath gray skies, crews took down 
tents and put away chairs. Up to 100,000 people were 
expected to fill Pontchartrain Park this weekend for the 
excitement of the Blue Angels air show. But rain and gusty 
winds forced officials to cancel after a year of preparation. 

The biggest concern was that choppy waters would have 
made it difficult for the Coast Guard to stabilize markers in 
Lake Pontchartain for the air show. The waves breaking over 
the sea wall also posed a hazard to spectators. 

"It's unfortunate, our team is disappointed, but 
bicentennial continues," NOLA Navy Week Host Committee 
Chairman Mark Romig said. 

But even though the air show was canceled, there's was 
still more people could do during NOLA Navy Week. 

Thousands of people toured the USS Wasp, an 
amphibious assault ship, Saturday afternoon. It's one of eight 
ships moored along the riverfront as part of NOLA Navy 
Week. All of them are open for free tours. Some people, like 
Christina Leonard, came aboard after driving in for the air 
show. 

"It was a big disappointment that it was canceled, we was 
really looking forward to it," Leonard said. 

Ships like the USS Wasp gave kids an opportunity to 
handle some heavy artillery, and give civilians a chance to see 
what the Navy and Marines are all about. 

"We originally tried to see the Blue Angels, but since it 
was canceled we're trying to see as many of the ships as we 
can, so we're enjoying it, being on the ship, getting to be on an 
aircraft carrier's really cool," said Bobby Kelly. 

Officials said even though the Blue Angels were forced to 
cancel their show this weekend, fans can expect to see them 
over the lake in the future. 

"If I had to make a bet on this, I would say the Blue 
Angels will definitely be back in the future...as a great venue 
to do it," Romig said. 

Navy officials said more than 50,000 people visited the 
ships in the first four days of Navy Week. 

They will be open from noon to 5 tomorrow. 
View Clip (RT: 2:25) 
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50. Fleet Week A Homecoming For Two Navy Captains 
(SOUTH FLORIDA SUN-SENTINEL 22 APR 12) ... Robert Nolin 

Gary Boardman and Bob Hein have a few little things in 
common. Both are Navy captains, both were raised in 
Broward County, and both were fishing fanatics who 
competed on school swim teams. 

And in a rare pairing, each will command one of the six 
warships steaming into Port Everglades next week for this 
year's Fleet Week. 

Boardman, 48, will be on the bridge of the USS Wasp, an 
amphibious assault ship, when it docks at Port Everglades on 
Wednesday for the start of the Navy's five-day annual visit. 
Hein, 46, will be in command of the USS Gettysburg, a guided 
missile cruiser, when it arrives early on Monday. 

"A kid from Fort Lauderdale bringing this big beautiful 
ship into Fort Lauderdale is probably the highlight of my 
career," said Boardman. 

"My mom's real excited," said Hein. 
Boardman was born in Atlanta and moved to Fort 

Lauderdale's Harbor Beach neighorhood at age 4. He 
graduated from Nova High School in 1981, and from the U.S. 
Merchant Marine Academy four years later. Boardman 
commanded the USS Ashland before being named captain of 
the Wasp. 

Hein was born in Oak Harbor, Wash., and moved to 
Plantation around age 5. He graduated from St. Thomas 
Aquinas High School in 1983 and the U.S. Naval Academy 
four years later. Hein was captain of the destroyer USS Nitze 
before taking command of the Gettysburg. 

Though they have never met, then, as now, both men 
seem bound by water. 

Boardman heartily enjoys one of the region's premier 
pastimes. "Tons of fishing," he said. "I fly home every two 
years to go fishing with my brother." 

Hein too, is an avid angler. "One thing I do every time I 
get down to Lauderdale is go out on the water and go fishing," 
he said. 

Both competed on their high school swim teams. 
Boardman worked as a deck hand for tugboats in Port 
Everglades. Hein was an Eagle Scout. 

Their proximity to water as youths helped channel them 
into Navy careers. 

"The area just kind of forces you to love the water," 
Boardman said. 

"Just being familiar with the ocean, seeing it out there and 
having an understanding of it, probably tilted the lever a little 
bit in the Navy's direction," said Hein. 

Through intermittent visits, the captains have observed 
drastic changes to their home turf that may have gone 
unnoticed by those who never leave. 

"It's amazing how the city has changed," said Boardman. 
"I don't remember that building, I don't remember that store." 

Where Hein once camped are now subdivisions. "It's just 
fascinating when I see how it has grown," he said of the area. 
"I remember when the Broward Mall was just cow pasture." 

Boardman cringes just thinking about Interstate 95. "Each 
time I go to the highway, I go, 'Oh, my God,' " he said. "It was 
bad back in my day, but now it's definitely a challenge." 

Both captains still have family in the area and hope to 
grab some shore time, a precious commodity for commanding 
officers who spend 16 hours a day on the job. 

"I'll get some semblance of liberty," Hein said. 
"I'm hoping for two days," said Boardman. 
The Wasp's skipper was last here about two years ago, 

and his family is keen on catching up. "My family's going to 
have a cookout at my dad's place," he said. "It's going to be 
kind of a family reunion." 
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One person at the gathering will be Boardman's cousin's 
husband, Jason Koltes, a pilot with the Thunderbirds, the Air 
Force stunt flying team that will perform at the Lauderdale Air 
Show while the fleet is in town. 

Hein, a third generation military officer, plans to re-
acquaint himself with his mother Denise's pecan pie. His 

father, Bob Hein, who served as a Navy pilot in Vietnam and 
was former president of the Broward County Navy League, 
brims with pride in speaking of his son. 

"He's got military running in his blood," the father said. 
"He was made for command. His troops, they would walk 
across the pits of hell for him." 

Return to Index 
 

51. Navy Band To Visit Next Week 
(ALBANY TIMES UNION 20 APR 12) ... Dayelin Roman 

GUILDERLAND -- The U.S. Navy concert band will 
make a stop at Guilderland High School next week as part of 
the Music in the Schools program. 

The wind ensemble will perform twice on Thursday, 
April 26: once during the school day for students and a second 
show open to the public, according to a statement from the 
Guilderland Central School District. 

The second show will be held at 7 p.m. at the Guilderland 
High School auditorium and will be free. 

The Navy band's wind ensemble will perform a wide 
array of marches, patriotic selections, orchestral transcriptions 
and modern wind ensemble pieces. 

The concert band is the original ensemble of the Navy 
Band and has been performing public concerts for more than 
85 years. 

Hundreds of schools throughout the country have been 
able to see Navy Band concerts through the Music in the 
Schools program since 1991. 
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52. Lawmakers Aim To Tighten Military Housing Oversight 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 23 APR 12) ... Bill Bartel 

The Navy and other service branches would become more 
aggressive overseers of privately run military housing under 
federal legislation being introduced this week. 

U.S. Rep. Scott Rigell, the bill's sponsor, said last week 
that he hopes the measure can reduce the chances of 
widespread maintenance and health concerns like those raised 
by residents of Lincoln Military Housing, which manages 
more than 4,000 rental units in southeastern Virginia. 

The lower ranks of the military, including seamen and 
third-class petty officers, "don't get a lot of perks in life, but 
we owe them clean housing, safe housing," said Rigell, R-
Virginia Beach. 

U.S. Rep. Bobby Scott, a co-sponsor, said the bill fixes a 
flaw in military operations that resulted in the Navy not 
having direct responsibility when the families complained. 

"You had service families stuck in this housing," the 
Newport News Democrat said. 

U.S. Rep. Randy Forbes, R-Chesapeake, supports the 
proposal and might sign on as a co-sponsor or seek to 
incorporate the effort in a larger bill, his spokesman said. 

Under current law, the military has oversight of 
construction and renovation of privately operated military 
housing, but "their authority drops off after that," Rigell said. 

If the new regulations are approved, the Navy and other 
branches would be required to assess progress in maintenance 
and repairs, track resident satisfaction with housing units and 
monitor the "financial health and performance" of the private 
landlord. 

The military also would be required to submit an annual 
report to Congress, said Rigell, noting that the new rules 
would apply to all privately operated military housing in the 
United States and overseas. 

Members of Hampton Roads' congressional delegation 
raised questions about maintenance earlier this year after 

hearing complaints from residents and visiting Lincoln 
Military's housing complexes near Norfolk Naval Station and 
Joint Expeditionary Base Little Creek-Fort Story. 

If the bill is passed, Scott said, "I wouldn't expect to see 
this kind of problem again." 

Jarl Bliss, president of Lincoln Military Housing, said 
Sunday that the company had completed inspections of all the 
units in the South Hampton Roads area. Lincoln also has 
conducted tests for mold in 692 units, leading to repairs or 
other work in many units, he said. 

Lincoln has spent millions of dollars in response to the 
residents' complaints, he said. 

"We've gotten some good feedback," Bliss said. "We've 
got some more work to do.... We've always said we're going 
win back the trust of the residents." 

The issue first surfaced publicly in WTKR-TV news 
reports last year; residents complained about maintenance 
issues, water leaks and the spread of mold that they said was 
causing health problems. 

Lincoln and the Navy first said the problems were not 
widespread but acknowledged there were serious issues after 
federal legislators got involved. 

Lincoln offered to pay for independent inspections for any 
tenants who asked. The company agreed to fix problems with 
mold or moisture and other structural problems. It also fired 
some workers. 

The units are on Navy land and had once been 
government-owned military housing. 

In 2005, they were transferred to Mid-Atlantic Military 
Family Communities LLC, a public-private arrangement in 
which Lincoln Military Housing is responsible for managing, 
renovating and maintaining the housing. The Navy remains a 
minority member of the LLC. 
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53. Earth Day: Naval Station Newport Celebrates With Base Clean 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 21 APR 12) ... Bob Krekorian, Naval Station Newport Public Affairs 

NEWPORT, R.I. -- Active duty personnel and DoD 
civilian employees at Naval Station (NAVSTA) Newport 
conducted a base-wide clean up of debris, litter and trash, and 
recyclables, April 16-20, in conjunction with Earth Day 2012. 

The shoreline areas adjacent to Narragansett Bay was the 
focus of this year's clean up, scheduled daily, 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

Available personnel from the various NAVSTA Newport 
departments and 12 tenant commands were assigned areas of 
responsibility. The base was divided into three areas to insure 
the entire installation received some attention: Coasters' 
Harbor Island, Coddington Point, and Coddington Cove. 

The result of the clean up produced a total of 2,378 
pounds of debris and litter. Recyclable material recovered 
included 1,120 pounds of wood; 221 pounds of 
bottles/cans/paper, and cardboard; and 500 pounds of scrap 
metal. Trash collected totaled 537 pounds. 

The total amount of recyclables recovered, 1,841 pounds, 
helped contribute to a 77 percent diversion rate to local 
landfills. 

"Our annual base clean up demonstrates that we can make 
a difference in showing our continued commitment to 
environmental stewardship," said Capt. Douglas Mikatarian, 
commanding officer, Naval Station Newport. 

"By involving all possible NAVSTA departments and 
tenant commands, we achieved our goal of improving base 
appearance and keeping our shoreline free of debris and litter," 
Mikatarian said. 

To accommodate academic scheduling at the Naval 
Academy Preparatory School, Newport, R.I., 200 Midshipman 
candidates started collecting debris, April 14. 

Thirty Scouts and their adult chaperones from Boy Scout 
Troop 7, Middletown, R.I. and Boy Scout Troop 4, Riverside, 
R.I., are visiting Naval Station Newport, April 20-22, for an 
overnight encampment that includes a litter and debris clean 
up at Morale, Welfare and Recreation's Carr Point Recreation 
Area. 

Last year, more than 2,800 pounds of debris were bagged 
during a similar weeklong clean up; recyclable material 
recovered totaled 1,700 pounds. 
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54. Navy Region Southwest Recognized As Recycler Of The Year 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 21 APR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Benjamin Crossley, Navy Public Affairs Support 
Element West 

SAN DIEGO -- Navy Region Southwest was named one 
of the "Recyclers of the Year" by the City of San Diego's 
Environmental Service Department (ESD) in the 2012 Waste 
Reduction and Recycling Awards Program, April 20. 

Navy Region Southwest was one of 14 organizations 
presented with an award by Jerry Sanders, the mayor of San 
Diego. 

"Award Recipients have developed innovative programs, 
a recycling waste reduction, and general improvement in our 
quality of life," said Sanders. 

Sanders said all of these groups have made environmental 
protection a part of their culture and they work to educate 
others. 

Navy Region Southwest is working hard to educate 
Sailors just as it is processing incredible amounts of waste said 
Capt. Mark Rich, Navy Region Southwest chief of staff, the 
recipient of the award. 

"It is a culture shift of conservation and sustainability, 
rather than disposal," said Rich. "Individual choices make a 
big difference." 

Lasting more than 25 years, the Navy Region Southwest 
Sustainable Solid Waste Program is responsible for diverting 

construction materials, cardboard, food waste and cooking oil, 
on top of the traditional paper, plastic and metal, according to 
Rich. 

"It is a win, win, win for the program, the city, and the 
environment because we are making money by treating solid 
waste as a commodity instead of spending money to put it into 
landfills," said Rich. "The environment benefits as a result." 

"53,000 pallets of material was processed by the 
Sustainable Solid Waste Program," said Rich. "That is a 
tremendous amount of waste not going into landfills." 

"We had 8,300 tons of metal that was processed," said 
Rich. "That's equivalent to more than 120 typically sized navy 
ship anchors that did not get thrown away." 

The program is diverting 81 percent of waste away from 
landfills and is always working to increase productivity, said 
Rich. 

The award is a representation of the hard work, 
enthusiasm, and effort done by Sailors and civilians running 
the Navy waste programs. 

"The effort is outstanding and it does nothing but bring 
more awareness so the program will grow citywide," said 
Rich. 
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55. George Washington CSADD Cleans Up Yokosuka 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 21 APR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class William Pittman, USS George Washington Public 
Affairs 

YOKOSUKA, Japan -- Sailors from the forward deployed 
Nimitz-class aircraft carrier USS George Washington's (CVN 
73) Coalition of Sailors Against Destructive Decisions 
(CSADD) chapter took part in a community service project to 
clean up parts of Yokosuka, Japan, April 21. 

Twenty-four George Washington Sailors picked up trash 
and debris in the areas of Yokosuka within a two-mile radius 
of Commander, Fleet Activities Yokosuka. 

"It's always a good thing to give back to the community 
that allows us to stay in their country," said Logistics 
Specialist 3rd Class David Altier from Westerly, R.I., one of 
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the participants. "I enjoy helping out because it lets the 
community know that we care about them." 

Sailors walked the nearby streets, picking up items like 
discarded beverage cans, cigarette butts and loose paper. 

"I have been doing community service for many years and 
I have been involved with many groups," said Electronics 
Technician 3rd Class Michael Mateo from Syracuse, N.Y., 
vice president of George Washington's CSADD chapter. "I 
can honestly say that George Washington's CSADD chapter 
truly sets the standard for volunteer work and the number of 
Sailors who participate." 

CSADD chapters provide Sailors throughout the U.S. 
Navy with constructive ways to spend their time off duty, 
avoiding the choices and habits made that lead Sailors down 
destructive paths. 

"My time aboard George Washington has been good to 
me," said Mateo. "That's why I spread the word about CSADD 
and what we do, because I want others to be successful. 
CSADD is not only about helping our community in 
Yokosuka, but also our community aboard the ship." 

George Washington is currently pier side in Yokosuka 
and making preparations to return to sea. 
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56. Naval Weapons Station Seal Beach Announces Economic Impact Study Results 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 21 APR 12) ... Gregg Smith, Naval Weapons Station Seal Beach Public Affairs 

SEAL BEACH, Calif. -- Naval Weapons Station Seal 
Beach announced the results of a recently completed 
economic impact and community involvement study April 20. 

"The study indicates that the installation contributes over 
$136 million to the area's economy and supports over 2,000 
jobs," said Capt. Terry Auberry, base commanding officer. 

Based on the latest available data from Fiscal Year 2010, 
the study details annual economic benefits to the community 
including over $91 million in industrial output, $38 million in 
direct payroll expenditures, and nearly $6 million in local and 
state tax revenues. 

The study finds that visiting personnel from Navy ships, 
Reserve units, and a base recreational vehicle park alone 
generate well over $2 million in yearly income for local shops, 
restaurants, and transportation services. 

"The community benefits of the base go beyond monetary 
support," said Auberry. "The base has protected one of the last 

vestiges of coastal open space in the region, some of which 
has since been turned into the only national wildlife refuge 
within a five-county area." 

Naval Weapons Station Seal Beach also supports civilian 
law enforcement training, from local police departments to 
federal agencies such as the FBI. The base fire department, 
under a mutual aid agreement with Orange County, routinely 
responds to civilian emergencies off the installation. 

The facility was recently designated as winner of the 2012 
Navy Installation Excellence Award for Small Installations, 
giving it bragging rights as the best small base in the U.S. 
Navy. 

"I'm proud of the outstanding relationships we have with 
the surrounding community," said Auberry. "The weapons 
station has been a source of lasting community partnerships 
and positive economic influence since World War Two." 

View Report (PDF) 
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57. Naval Base San Diego Hosts Spin4Kids 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 21 APR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Justin L. Webb, Naval Base San Diego Public 
Affairs 

SAN DIEGO -- More than 130 Sailors, retirees, 
government employees and dependents broke a sweat during 
the hour-long Spin4Kids at Naval Base San Diego (NBSD) 
Admiral Prout Field April 18. 

Participants burned between 400 and 700 calories during 
this spin bike event, while promoting physical fitness and 
raising awareness for the Month of the Military Child and 
Child Abuse Awareness Month. 

NBSD Group Exercise Fitness Supervisor Christine 
Young said that this event was a great way to promote a 
specialized physical fitness regime while simultaneously 
bringing attention to these military-wide observances. 

"I think we got a great turnout for our first-ever event," 
she said. "Of course the main cause is to think about what 
goes on with our children, but also it's to get everyone familiar 
with cycling and what we [Morale Welfare Recreation] have 
to offer them here on base. Its not always about running, push-
ups and sit-ups." 

Many of the event participants were happy they could do 
their part to shed light on this cause while being involved in 
high-energy physical fitness class. 

"It's not just the parents in the military who are struggling 
through an enlistment or a commission," said Hospitalman 
2nd Class Justin Reiter. "The turnout here today was great and 
I'm glad to be a part of it." 

Tracy Jones, a team lead with the Fleet and Family 
Support Center's (FFSC) Navy New Parent Support Program, 
chose to ride in Spin4Kids because she wanted to send a 
message to the NBSD family. 

"It brings awareness to the community that our children 
are important," said Jones. "Even though they are small, they 
are little human beings and they are part of the military too. 
We need to appreciate that and recognize they need our 
support as well." 

For more information about the Month of the Military 
Child or Child Abuse Awareness Month visit 
http://www.cnic.navy.mil/SanDiego/FleetAndFamilyReadines
s/SupportServices/Families/index.htm. 
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58. No Date Set Yet For Return Of Okinawa Base Land 
(KYODO NEWS 21 APR 12) 

Japan and the United States have yet to discuss when 
some of the land occupied by U.S. forces in Okinawa will be 
returned to local control in conjunction with the transfer of 
marines to Guam, Foreign Minister Koichiro Genba said 
Friday. 

Genba, however, said he believes some of the land 
currently controlled by the U.S. south of Kadena Air Base on 
Okinawa Island will be returned before the transfer of marines 
begins. 

He also signaled that the central government has been 
satisfied with the results so far in bilateral negotiations on 
realigning U.S. forces in Japan. 

"We will be able to obtain some results" before Prime 
Minister Yoshihiko Noda's visit to Washington later this 
month, Genba said. "I personally think that the results will be 
roughly in line with what I first thought." 

Japanese and U.S. officials agreed Thursday to maintain 
Tokyo's level of financing for moving marines stationed in 
Okinawa to Guam at up to $2.8 billion. 

The decision is to be announced Wednesday in an interim 
report on the review of the 2006 realignment plan. 

The U.S. gave up on a demand that Japan pay more, given 
that Tokyo's contributions translate into some $3.1 billion 
based on current price levels. The existing pact sets Japan's 
contributions based on U.S. price levels in fiscal 2008. 

The interim report is expected to say that Japan will 
shoulder the cost of repairing aging facilities at Marine Corps 
Air Station Futenma. 

The number of marines to be transferred to Guam from 
Okinawa will be reduced to 4,200 from 8,000, and the rest will 
move to such locations as the U.S. mainland and Hawaii. 
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NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
59. Betrayal Of Trust? 
Allegations of rape at West Point, Annapolis 
(CNN 22 APR 12) ... Kyra Phillips and Jessi Joseph 

Karley Marquet and Annie Kendzior said they enrolled at 
two of the nation's most prestigious military academies to 
serve their country and become military officers. Instead, they 
claim, they were raped -- and their military careers are now 
over. 

In a lawsuit filed in U.S. Federal Court on Friday, the 
women claim the U.S. Military Academy in West Point, New 
York, and the U.S. Naval Academy in Annapolis, Maryland, 
ignored "rampant sexual harassment." 

The suit claims former Secretary of Defense Robert 
Gates, the former superintendents of the two academies and 
the current secretaries of the Army and Navy are "personally 
responsible" for failing to "prevent rapes and sexual assaults at 
the Naval Academy and West Point." 

Karley Marquet was a high school honor student, 
championship swimmer and all-star rugby player. She could 
have gone to college anywhere with her credentials, but 
Marquet chose West Point. 

"When I was accepted, it was kind of overwhelming," she 
says. "You can't imagine having that structure and discipline 
but at the same time having people look at you like, 'Wow, 
you're doing something great for our country.'" 

But Marquet said her dream of becoming an officer was 
shattered in January 2011, her second semester at West Point. 

Marquet said she got sick over a holiday weekend and 
stayed behind on campus. Her roommate was out of town and 
she was alone in her room. 

It was then, Marquet, said, that an upperclassman she 
knew showed up at her door late one night to talk "girl 
troubles." 

"I kind of felt cool that an upperclassman wanted to be 
friends with me and was seeking my advice," Marquet recalls. 

After a drink, Marquet said, he persuaded her to go to his 
room. 

"I just remember getting more and more intoxicated and 
my judgment really started to become impaired. ... I remember 
him turning off the lights and me asking, 'What are you 
doing?' And then he proceeded to rape me." 

Marquet said she woke up disoriented, in physical pain, 
afraid to come forward. 

"I was scared it was going to ruin my career," she said, "I 
was scared if I said anything, there would constantly be a 
target on my back." 

According to the lawsuit, Marquet became depressed and 
suicidal "as a result of the rape and hostile environment" at 
West Point. 

She filed a report and requested an investigation. 
"The reason I ended up telling someone is because I didn't 

want that to happen to anyone else," Marquet said tearfully. 
Annie Kendzior described herself as a "girly-girl" who 

never imagined she would end up in the military. 
Kendzior was also an all-star student and one of the best 

high school soccer players in the country. She was recruited 
by Ivy League schools to play soccer, but she said the Naval 
Academy was more convincing. 

"All of their graduates from the soccer team went on and 
became pilots and Marine officers," Kendzior said. "It just 
sounds like those women are so powerful and so well-
respected, and I wanted to be that woman." 

So in the fall of 2008, Kendzior headed off to Annapolis. 
She said her goal was to fly F-18s but it wasn't long after 
arriving at the academy she realized that wasn't going to 
happen. 

"I could tell that there was a bias towards women," 
Kendzior recalled. "You're a female entering into a fraternity. 
A giant frat." 

During one of he first weekends at the academy, Kendzior 
was invited to a party off campus. "I was like, 'OK, cool! 
College, finally! I can live the college life for one night." 
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But Kendzior said she had way too much to drink, so 
when a fellow midshipman offered her a place to crash, she 
accepted. 

"I was like, 'OK, you know, it will be fine. I trust you. 
You're an upperclass," Kendzior remembers, "Because that's 
what they teach you, to trust your upperclass." 

But Kendzior says that didn't happen. She was raped. 
"At one point in the middle of the night, I did come to and 

he was on top of me," Kendzior said. "And I remember saying 
'No,' but I just passed out again. 

Kendzior said, she too, was afraid to come forward. 
"I didn't want to be the girl that got the athlete kicked out, 

We had been told stories about how that happened in the past 
and I didn't want to be that next story." 

For the next two years Kendzior said she battled 
depression and thoughts of suicide. It was a secret she couldn't 
keep anymore. When she told her father what happened, he 
encouraged her to file a report and request an investigation. 

Marquet and Kendzior said they believed their cases were 
being investigated. 

Marquet remembered investigators meeting with her 
parents about her case. "They promised my parents that if he 
wasn't going to jail, they could at least get him kicked out of 
West Point with the evidence they had," she said. 

But both women said their alleged perpetrators were 
never punished and are still in the military. 

Marquet and Kendzior are not alone. Reports of sexual 
assault at West Point, the Naval Academy and the Air Force 
Academy in Colorado Springs, Colorado, are up nearly 60 
percent, and according to the Department of Defense, of the 
65 reports investigated, only one resulted in a court-martial. 

And it's that rise in reports of sexual assault that has the 
top man at the Pentagon, Secretary of Defense Leon Panetta, 
changing the rules. 

"We've got to train commanders to understand that when 
these complaints are brought, they've got to do their 
damnedest to see that these people are brought to justice," 
Panetta told CNN's Kyra Phillips in an exclusive interview. 

Panetta could not comment on Marquet's and Kendzior's 
cases specifically because of privacy issues, but he made clear 
that blaming of the victim needs to stop. 

"I think that's part of the syndrome that we're dealing 
with, which is that once a decision is made that somehow this 
prosecution is not going to move forward then you basically 
turn on the victim who brought that complaint," Panetta said. 
"That syndrome is what we have to break out of." 

Just last week, after the CNN interview, Panetta 
announced he has created a Special Victims Unit to investigate 
sexual assault allegations, and that sexual assault allegations 
will be dealt with at the level of colonel instead of slowly 
making their way up through the chain of command. 

But the changes in policy have come too late for Karley 
Marquet and Annie Kendzior. Their military careers are over. 

According to the lawsuit, "as a result of the rape," 
Marquet became "depressed and suicidal." She said she was 
unable to handle the stress of seeing the alleged perpetrator 
every day, so she resigned from West Point. 

Kendzior said she also became suicidal. She was 
diagnosed with borderline personality disorder and according 
to her lawsuit, was then "forced to leave the academy." 

The two women said they are telling their stories so that 
others at the academies will feel comfortable coming forward. 

"I know that with at least one person coming forward 
there will be others who want to come forward and say 
something," Marquet said. 

Similarly, Kendzior said, "I want to encourage other 
women to report as soon as possible because then they might 
get their perpetrators put behind bars, which is where they 
should be, which is where they deserve to be." 

West Point and the Naval Academy told CNN they were 
unable to comment on the allegations due to privacy issues. 
Both women have requested copies of their case files to learn 
more about why their alleged perpetrators are still in the 
military. 

CNN's full exclusive investigation, "Betrayal of Trust?" 
premieres at 8 p.m. and 11p.m. ET Sunday. 
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60. Jill Biden To Visit Newport News On Wednesday 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 21APR 12) ... Bill Bartel 

Jill Biden, wife of Vice President Joe Biden, will visit a 
Newport News elementary school on Wednesday to "highlight 
the needs of military-connected students," the White House 
announced today. 

Biden is expected to visit Lee Hall Elementary School 
with Adm. James Winnefeld Jr., vice chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, and showcase a collaborative program with 
Old Dominion University that provides special assistance to 
children from military families in the city's schools. 

The university's TEAMS inititiative – Teaching, 
Education and Awareness for Military-connected Students – is 
underwritten with a $2.4 million federal grant awarded to 
Newport News' school system last year. 

"The three-year grant is designed to increase student 
achievement and ease the challenges that children of service 
members face due to transitions and deployments," according 
to a White House news release. 
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61. Week In Review Apr. 14, 2012 – Apr. 20, 2012 
(YOUTUBE 20 APR 12) ... U.S. Navy 

Welcome to this week's U.S. Navy multimedia production 
featuring selected images from around the fleet received 
during the week of Apr. 14, 2012 – Apr. 20, 2012. 

The images represent the work of the many naval 
photographers deployed worldwide and submitted to Navy 
Visual News Service. For access to more than 100,000 high 
resolution photos visit: 
    http://www.navy.mil/view_photos_top.asp  and 
http://www.flickr.com/photos/usnavy/    . 

View U.S. Navy YouTube Channel 
View Clip (RT: 2:18) 
Broadcast Clip - 7 in :70 (Apr. 20, 2012) 
(YOUTUBE 20 APR 12) U.S. Pacific Fleet 
A quick look at events and issues from the past week 

around Pacific Fleet making headlines at 
http://www.cpf.navy.mil. 

View Clip (RT: 1:10) 
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OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
62. Navy Mayor: San Diego Key To Pacific Strategy 
The naval forces in the Southwest are here to meet the challenges of the 21st century 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 21 APR 12) ... Rear Adm. Dixon Smith 

In addition to its world-class tourism amenities, award-
winning educational and research campuses, and strategic 
economic proximity to Latin America and the Pacific Rim, 
San Diego is not only America’s finest city, it’s the Navy’s 
finest home port. The naval forces in the Southwest are here 
specifically to meet the challenges of the 21st century. 

Earlier this year, President Barack Obama and Defense 
Secretary Leon Panetta released a new defense strategy that 
recognizes the growing importance of Asia and the Pacific, 
and shifts our military focus in that direction. The Pacific 
makes up more than half of the world’s surface, representing 
40 nations and 60 percent of the world’s population. Our top 
four trading partners — Canada, China, Mexico and Japan — 
are in this region, as are the world’s six largest militaries. 
Consider that 70 percent of the world is covered by water, 80 
percent of the world’s population lives within 200 miles of a 
coastline, and even today when you can get virtually anything 
delivered overnight, fully 90 percent of international trade still 
travels by sea. It is obvious that the Navy is just as vital to our 
national security today as it was at our nation’s founding. But 
what does that mean for San Diego? 

First, on any given day, a large part of San Diego’s Navy 
is deployed or under way throughout the Pacific region. Our 
forces are fast and flexible and owe their success to the 
superior sea, air and land training ranges found here in the 
Southwest region. The San Diego area has the largest 
concentration of military forces in the world, and 67 percent of 
the nation’s military training airspace is in the Southwest. 
Access to these training ranges is critical to the deployed 
success of our Sailors and Marines; without it, the country’s 
naval forces would not be able to carry out their mission. 

Secondly, the military in San Diego is a powerful engine 
that brings an estimated annual benefit of $30.5 billion to the 
region (San Diego Military Advisory Council 2011 Economic 
Impact Study). One out of every four jobs in San Diego is 
defense related. Although there will certainly be belt-
tightening within the defense sector in the foreseeable future, 
San Diego’s naval forces will remain a vital contributor to the 
overall local economy. 

As commander of the Navy’s Southwest Region, there are 
four areas I focus on in order to help the Navy in Southern 
California accomplish its mission and strengthen an already 

exceptional relationship with the San Diego community. 
These are energy, the environment, encroachment and 
engagement. 

The Navy is committed to being a leader in changing the 
way we use, produce and procure energy, to enhance our 
warfighting capability and increase our energy security. Our 
dependence on foreign oil is a military vulnerability that must 
be addressed, particularly in a volatile oil market. We are 
making great progress and will demonstrate that progress this 
summer by sailing the “Great Green Fleet,” planes and ships 
of a carrier battle group powered on biofuels, off the coast of 
Hawaii. The Navy is also pursuing energy efficiency 
initiatives which advance the production or consumption of 
one gigawatt of renewable energy generation on or near our 
installations, and our region plays a valuable role in this effort. 
Secretary of the Navy Ray Mabus calls on all of us in the 
Navy to use alternative energy to “innovate, adapt and, 
ultimately, come out on the other side victorious.” 

The Navy also has a responsibility as stewards of the 
environment — the land, sea and air that we train and work 
on, under and over. We are proud of our record of stewardship 
and managing protected and endangered species, of which 
there are 15 on Navy land in San Diego. Our local installations 
at Naval Bases San Diego, Coronado and Point Loma were 
proudly recognized with environmental awards presented by 
both the Secretary of the Navy and Chief of Naval Operations 
in 2010 and 2011. We must protect and preserve our 
environment and the Navy takes that responsibility seriously. 

Encroachment is a continuing challenge. Private 
development near installations and ranges, certain 
environmental restrictions, and ever-increasing competition 
for airspace can severely limit our ability to train. It’s my 
responsibility to address all types of encroachment so our 
fighting men and women can continue to train to meet mission 
requirements. This means regular and open discussion with 
developers, elected officials and regulatory agencies. The 
Navy isn’t opposed to development; we look forward to 
continuing to work with communities neighboring our bases 
toward compatible development. 

Finally, we have to be engaged. I have a duty to build and 
maintain relationships both within our fence lines and with the 
community at large. Navy Region Southwest exists to provide 
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essential services to the fleet in the Southwest, the Sailors who 
make up that fleet, and their families. One of the most 
important issues facing all of us is the successful and smooth 
transition of our uniformed personnel back to civilian life and 
the work force. We owe it to these men and women to help 
them land on their feet, heading in the right direction. 

America’s Navy is “a global force for good.” Our 
community can justifiably feel proud that this global force is 
leading from San Diego. Continuing to work together, the 
mutual benefits we share from this partnership will lead us — 
San Diego and our Navy — to continued success. 

Rear Adm. Dixon Smith is commander of Navy Region 
Southwest, a position called San Diego's "Navy mayor." 
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63. Keep The Jets Flying 
(SUFFOLK NEWS-HERALD 21 APR 12) ... Editorial 

The fires that burned following the Virginia Beach crash a 
couple of weeks ago of an Oceana-based U.S. Navy F/A-18D 
Hornet trainer had barely been extinguished before some 
people in greater Hampton Roads were already using the near-
catastrophe to argue for moving the East Coast’s master jet 
base out of Virginia Beach. 

The arguments have been made for years: The jets that are 
based at Oceana are loud and dangerous, and the traffic Naval 
Air Station Oceana creates is not worth the benefits it brings to 
the area. Encroachment by residential and commercial 
development around the air base has made it even more 
uncomfortable and dangerous for the Navy to continue 
operating within the city. 

Navy critics from Virginia Beach to Southampton County 
pointed to the crash as the perfect example of the dangers 
associated with a jet base or an outlying landing field. And it’s 
impossible to argue with their logic. The flaming debris 
scattered around a Virginia Beach neighborhood proved their 
point: Fighter jets can be dangerous neighbors. 

But they’re wrong about their proposed solution. Instead 
of working to close Oceana, as some have suggested — 
perhaps selling the property to developers or turning it into an 
amusement park — Virginia Beach and the commonwealth 
should redouble their efforts to make the Navy feel welcome 

and buy back the property that lies within Oceana’s primary 
danger zones. 

The fact is that the military is just too important to 
Virginia’s economy for officials to heed the cries of those who 
would use this crash advance their own agendas. 

An Old Dominion University professor put things into 
perspective this week during a talk in Suffolk on the state of 
the regional economy. Dr. Gary A. Wagner told those 
attending the event that about half of the area’s economy is 
dependent on the Department of Defense. And the military has 
historically helped ease the effects on Hampton Roads of poor 
economic conditions around the nation, he said. 

Of course, Oceana doesn’t account for all of that local 
defense department spending, but it is a large contributor. And 
furthermore, losing Oceana to some other East Coast location 
could wind up being just the beginning of wholesale 
relocations. Already, the area’s congressional delegation has 
had to fight off a play for one of Naval Station Norfolk’s 
aircraft carriers by officials in Mayport, Fla. And a couple of 
expected rounds of base closures within the next few years 
still could threaten other military facilities in Hampton Roads. 

Considering those factors, it’s clear there’s already 
enough uncertainty surrounding the military’s future in 
Hampton Roads. The last thing the people of Virginia should 
do now is to begin calling for Oceana to be shuttered. 
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64. The Military's Persistent Gender Divide 
(BOSTON GLOBE 23 APR 12) ... Juliette Kayyem 

With all the focus on the war on women, the issue of war 
and women isn t getting its share of attention. On Monday, 
Defense Secretary Leon Panetta announced new rules to 
combat sexual assaults in the military. Over 3,000 alleged 
assaults are reported annually, but the Pentagon now admits 
that the actual number of incidents is probably closer to 
19,000 due to systemic underreporting. This acknowledgment 
marks a cultural shift to protect women in the hopes that the 
military can recruit, retain, and promote them to the highest 
levels of command. 

There is, however, one persistent barrier to all this equal 
status talk: Changing the culture of the military toward women 
requires more than amending the sexual assault procedures. It 
means changing the combat exclusion rules. All the good 
words about inclusiveness and gender protection mask a more 
fundamental division: Women are underrepresented in the 
highest ranks not because of pervasive sexual assault, but 
because they are still formally excluded from the most 
honored role of all, that of combat soldier. 

Giving women the opportunity to serve equally on the 
battlefield will require the same kind of effort that brought 

about the changes in the military s handling of sexual-assault 
claims. The rules announced by Panetta came after 
tremendous pressure from Congress. In particular, 
Massachusetts Representative Niki Tsongas, a Democrat, and 
Ohio Representative Mike Turner, a Republican, led a 
bipartisan effort as co-chairs of the Caucus on Military Sexual 
Assault. 

They pushed the military to require that higher officers be 
the ones to make the decisions on whether to pursue sexual-
assault claims. Formerly, it was the most junior commander in 
the accuser s chain of command who determined whether a 
case would go forward. Those officers tended not only to be 
inexperienced, but not objective. Often, they were the direct 
supervisor of both the victim and the accused. In 2011, 68 
percent of actionable assaults, those that were determined to 
be substantiated, were still not prosecuted in military courts 
because of low-level commanders use of their discretion. 
Now, such decisions will be made at the colonel or Navy 
captain level, a major elevation in experience, seniority, and 
objectivity. 
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While the new procedures are important, they are also 
low-hanging fruit. From the looks of it, the Pentagon finally 
made the rather basic determination that a junior officer, most 
likely male, should no longer be given the sole discretion to 
determine whether one of his subordinates, most likely male, 
was guilty of an assault on another of his subordinates, most 
likely female. It is a good start, but not exactly brilliant. 

We are the most civilized nation in the world that still 
formally excludes women from combat. Formally is the 
operative word. Women are so close to the battle lines now 
that 144 female soldiers have been killed while deployed in 
the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan. Over a quarter of a million 
women have served in those wars. After a recent review, the 
Pentagon opened up 14,000 new combat-related jobs to 
females, but still kept a quarter of a million slots out of reach. 
Gender-neutral physical requirements should be the sole factor 
in determining qualifications for such jobs. And because 
combat duty is often the key to advancement, it should be no 

wonder that while women make up 14 percent of active-duty 
military, they represent only 7 percent of flagged officers. 

Those who have never served might assume that placing 
women so close to men in combat is actually what is leading 
to an increase in sexual violence. That s an easy, blame-the-
victim, excuse. Perhaps the explanation for the fact that 
assaults have increased steadily since 2006 is the stress of 10 
years of war or the lowering of recruitment standards to fill the 
ranks without a draft. No other country shows evidence of a 
direct correlation between combat proximity and sexual 
assault. 

The combat exclusion rules create a ranking system that is 
based not on skill, experience, or physical aptitude. There are 
consequences of such an attitude for any institution. We don t 
know if lifting the combat exclusion rules would lesson the 
prevalence of sexual assaults. The Pentagon had a chance to 
test that theory and passed it up. Maybe, one day, they will 
have combat rules as inclusive as their new regulations on 
sexual assault. 
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On This Day In The Navy: 
In 1864, Rear Adm. David Farragut's squadron captures Fort Morgan at Mobile Bay winning control of 
Mobile Bay. 
 

TOP STORIES: 
1. U.S. Plans New Asia Missile Defenses 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 23 AUG 12) ... Adam Entous and Julian E. Barnes 

The U.S. is planning a major expansion of missile defenses in Asia, a move American officials say is designed to contain threats 
from North Korea, but one that could also be used to counter China's military. 

 
2. Admiral Says USS Miami Will Be Repaired; Hints At Timing For Women Submariners At Base 
(NEW LONDON DAY 22 AUG 12) ... Jennifer McDermott 

GROTON -- Adm. Jonathan W. Greenert said Wednesday that the Navy will repair a local submarine by the middle of 2015. 
 

3. U.S. Navy Creates LCS ‘Council’ To Guide Development 
(DEFENSE NEWS 22 AUG 12) ... Christopher P. Cavas 

A new, high-powered effort to boost development of the littoral combat ship (LCS) is kicking off, intended to help implement 
numerous proposals and suggestions to integrate the new ship type into U.S. Navy operations. 

 

PANETTA: 
4. Panetta To Stennis Crew: 'You Are The Best I Have' 
(KITSAP (WA) SUN 22 AUG 12) ... Ed Friedrich 

BREMERTON — Leon Panetta ordered the USS John C. Stennis back to the Middle East last month, and on Wednesday he told 
the crew why. 

 
5. U.S. Cites Iran, Syria In Carrier Deployment 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 22 AUG 12) 

WASHINGTON — Defense Secretary Leon Panetta said Wednesday that the United States was preparing for "threats" from Iran 
and Syria's turmoil as an aircraft carrier headed to the region ahead of schedule. 

 

ASIA – PACIFIC: 
6. Australia Urges China To Respect Its Rights On U.S. Troops 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 22 AUG 12) 

SYDNEY - China must respect Australia's sovereign right to have United States Marines deployed in its north as Washington 
enhances its presence in the Pacific, Foreign Minister Bob Carr said Wednesday. 

 
7. Debate On ASEAN's Future Unfolds 
(SOUTH CHINA MORNING POST (HONG KONG) 23 AUG 12) ... Greg Torode 

Welcome to the battle for Asean's soul. After the historic breakdown within the Association of South East Asian Nations over the 
South China Sea at itea at its annual meeting in Phnom Penh, a broader debate is unfolding over its future unity and its long-term 
relationship with China. 
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8. U.S.-Japan Drill 'Raises Regional Tension' 
Exercise reveals Washington's backing for Tokyo, experts say 
(CHINA DAILY 22 AUG 12) ... Zhang Yunbi and Wang Chenyan 

Washington and Tokyo kicked off a military drill, which envisioned retaking an island, in what analysts said was a clear signal 
that the U.S. was throwing its military weight behind Japan over the Diaoyu Islands issue. 

 
9. Islanders See Ospreys' Arrival As Deterrence To Chinese Expansionism 
(STARS AND STRIPES 23 AUG 12) ... Chiyomi Sumida  

CAMP FOSTER, Okinawa — Safety concerns have dominated public debate over the deployment of Osprey aircraft to Japan. 
But residents of the country’s southernmost islands see the Marine Corps’ airplane-helicopter hybrid as crucial leverage in a tense 
territorial dispute with China. 

 
10. India's FGFA Stealth Fighter Set For 2014 Roll-Out 
(FLIGHTGLOBAL (UK) 22 AUG 12) ... Dave Majumdar 

WASHINGTON, D.C. -- India's fifth-generation fighter aircraft (FGFA), which the country is co-developing with Russia, is set to 
be rolled-out in 2014, the Indian air force's (IAF) top uniformed officer says. 

 

MIDEAST: 
11. Syrian Forces Are Said To Expand Deadly ‘Hit And Run’ Efforts In Damascus 
(NEW YORK TIMES 23 AUG 12) ... Damien Cave 

BEIRUT, Lebanon — Gunfire and shelling rocked Damascus, Syria, and its suburbs on Wednesday as opponents of President 
Bashar al-Assad reported a widening campaign by the military to sow fear and death in neighborhoods where the rebels are strong and 
the government is too weak to assert full control. 

 
12. U.N. Visit Will Set Back A Push To Isolate Iran 
(NEW YORK TIMES 23 AUG 12) ... Rick Gladstone 

Efforts led by the United States and Israel to isolate Iran suffered a setback on Wednesday when the United Nations announced 
that Ban Ki-moon, the secretary general, would join officials from 120 countries in Tehran next week for a summit meeting that Iran 
has trumpeted as a vindication of its defiance and enduring importance in world affairs. 

 
13. USS Churchill Aids Panamanian Vessel 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 22 AUG 12) 

NORFOLK, Va. -- A Virginia-based Navy ship came to the aid of a Panamanian-flagged vessel near Yemen after its crew 
suffered a cargo-handling accident. 

 

AFGHANISTAN: 
14. Afghanistan, Contradicting NATO, Blames Foreign Spies For Insider Attacks 
(NEW YORK TIMES 23 AUG 12) ... Graham Bowley and Richard A. Oppel Jr. 

KABUL, Afghanistan — Even as the Afghan government said on Wednesday that it would take new measures to counter a wave 
of deadly insider killings of Western troops by Afghan security forces, President Hamid Karzai’s office asserted for the first time that 
foreign spy agencies were behind most of the attacks, putting it directly at odds with NATO’s assessment of the crisis. 

 

WHITE HOUSE: 
15. First Lady Announces New Hiring Push For Vets 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 22 AUG 12) ... Brendan Farrington and Kelli Kennedy 

NAVAL STATION MAYPORT, Fla. -- First lady Michelle Obama chose a naval station in the electoral battleground of Florida 
to announce Wednesday that 2,000 businesses around the country have hired or trained more than 125,000 military veterans and 
spouses in the past year, exceeding a White House goal of 100,000 by the end of next year. 

 

HOMECOMING: 
16. USS Cape St. George Returns To San Diego 
Ship Coordinated Air Defense Missions While In Middle East 
(KGTV ABC SAN DIEGO 22 AUG 12) ... Melissa Mecija 

SAN DIEGO -- The USS Cape St. George returned to port in San Diego Wednesday following a deployment that took the 
guided-missile cruiser around the world. 
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SUBMARINES: 
17. U.S. Navy: $450M To Fix Fire-Damaged Submarine 
(DEFENSE NEWS 22 AUG 12) ... Christopher P. Cavas 

The submarine Miami, heavily damaged by an arsonist in May while drydocked at Portsmouth Naval Shipyard, will cost about 
$450 million to fix and put back into service, the U.S. Navy said Wednesday. 

 

AVIATION: 
18. Marines To Start F-35 Training At Florida Air Base 
(REUTERS 22 AUG 12) ... Andrea Shalal-Esa 

WASHINGTON -- U.S. Marine Corps pilots will soon begin training flights on the F-35 Joint Strike Fighter at a Florida air base, 
underscoring the service's confidence in the new radar-evading fighter jet, two people familiar with the plans said. 

 
19. U.S. Gives Up Osprey Landing Drills In Hawaii Amid Local Opposition 
(KYODO NEWS 23 AUG 12) 

WASHINGTON -- The U.S. Marines have given up a plan to conduct landing drills for the MV-22 Osprey at two airports in 
Hawaii in the face of local people's concerns over noise and the impact on nearby historical sites, sources close to the matter said 
Wednesday. 

 
20. Pentagon Signs Off On Presidential Helo Plan 
(AVIATION WEEK 23 AUG 12) ... Michael Fabey 

The Pentagon recently agreed to a broad U.S. Navy plan to develop and buy presidential replacement helicopters, but some 
defense analysts say the program is still dragging. 

 

CONGRESS / BUDGET: 
21. CBO Projects Defense Spending Under Sequestration; Warns of Recession 
(DEFENSE NEWS 22 AUG 12) ... Marcus Weisgerber 

The United States could slip into a recession if Congress fails to modify planned spending cuts and tax increases set to start next 
year, the nonpartisan Congressional Budget Office (CBO) projects in a new report. 

 
22. Report Details Which States Have Most To Lose Under Sequestration 
(DEFENSE NEWS 22 AUG 12) ... Sarah Chacko 

Virginia, California and Texas stand to lose the most money in defense contracts under across-the-board budget cuts scheduled to 
take effect Jan. 2, a new report shows. 

 

TECHNOLOGY: 
23. U.S. Marines Test Robot Trucks Within Manned Convoys 
(DEFENSE NEWS 22 AUG 12) ... Marcus Weisgerber 

 The U.S. Marine Corps has finished an experiment that mixed robotic trucks within manned convoys and could eventually pave 
the way for expanded use of this type of technology. 

 

INFRASTRUCTURE / INSTALLATIONS: 
24. Corps Of Engineers Issues Final Permit For Navy Wharf 
(KITSAP (WA) SUN 22 AUG 12) 

BANGOR — The Navy can start building a second explosives handling wharf at Naval Base Kitsap-Bangor. 
 

25. Navy To Renovate Historic Enlisted Quarters In Norfolk 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 22 AUG 12) 

NORFOLK -- The Navy says it will renovate four historic bachelor enlisted quarters at Norfolk Naval Station. 
 

OUTREACH: 
26. Navy Band Livens Up Lunch Hour Downtown 
(TOLEDO BLADE 23 AUG 12) ... Jennifer Feehan 

Toledo attorney John Thebes was working in his 10th floor office in the PNC Bank Building Wednesday when the sounds of a 
live band lured him outside to Levis Square. 
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27. U.S. Navy Frigate Crew Enjoys Brief Stop In Detroit While Ship Refuels 
(DETROIT FREE PRESS 22 AUG 12) ... Peggy Walsh-Sarnecki 

The USS De Wert made a quick, unofficial stop in Detroit tonight, where the crew enjoyed a picnic of burgers in the parking lot 
near the old Boblo boat docks. 

 
28. Navy Departure Doesn't End Air Show Tradition 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 22 AUG 12) ... David Sharp 

BRUNSWICK, Maine—The civilian operator of the former Brunswick Naval Air Station must be gluttons for punishment. It's in 
the second year of a three-year run of the Great State of Maine Air Show. 

 

BOOKS: 
29. Book On Bin Laden Raid Coming Out Sept. 11 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 22 AUG 12) ... Hillel Italie and Lolita C. Baldor 

WASHINGTON -- A member of the U.S. Navy SEAL team that killed Osama bin Laden has written a firsthand account of the 
operation, triggering more questions about the possible public release of classified information involving the historic assault of the 
terror leader's compound in Pakistan. 

 

COMMENTARY: 
30. A Time To Redesign Government 
(WASHINGTON POST 23 AUG 12) ... Michèle A. Flournoy 

As the United States peers into the abyss beyond the “fiscal cliff,” we must come to terms with a sobering reality: Even if 
Congress manages to take last-minute action to avoid a “Thelma and Louise” moment for the country, the road ahead could still lead 
to catastrophe if we fail to navigate well. Unfortunately, if our past behavior is any guide, we risk taking several wrong turns. 

 
31. Thucydidess Trap Has Been Sprung In The Pacific 
(FINANCIAL TIMES (UK) 21 AUG 12) ... Graham Allison 

China’s increasingly aggressive posture towards the South China Sea and the Senkaku Islands in the East China Sea is less 
important in itself than as a sign of things to come. For six decades after the Second World War, an American Pax Pacifica has 
provided the security and economic framework within which Asian countries have produced the most rapid economic growth in 
history. However, having emerged as a great power that will overtake the U.S. in the next decade to become the largest economy in 
the world, it is not surprising that China will demand revisions to the rules established by others. 

 
32. Carr's Co-Operation Recipe For A Calmer Sea 
(THE AUSTRALIAN 23 AUG 12) ... Greg Sheridan 

There are some international problems that are intractable. They cannot be solved in the short term, or perhaps for a very long 
time. Attempts at final resolution can even be counterproductive. Instead they need to be managed and interested parties should look 
for constructive actions that make things a bit better. 

 
33. Much Ado About The Sansha Garrison 
Don't believe the hype: Beijing's Sansha military garrison is more of an administrative move than an arms 
buildup in the South China Sea 
(THE DIPLOMAT 22 AUG 12) ... Dennis J. Blasko and M. Taylor Fravel 

In June, Beijing raised the “administrative status of the Xisha, Zhongsha and Nansha islands” from a county-level administrative 
office to prefectural-level city named Sansha based on Woody (Yongxing) Island in the Paracels (Xisha) archipelago in the South 
China Sea. In July, the People’s Liberation Army (PLA)established a division-levelgarrison in the newly created city also based on 
Woody Island. 

 
34. Afghanistan Mission's New Woes 
(NEW YORK POST 22 AUG 12) ... Peter Brookes 

The recent string of “green-on-blue” (Afghan on US/Coalition troops) attacks in Afghanistan are cause for real worry: Not only 
might the Coalition’s vital mission to provide security training to the Afghan police and army be in trouble, but the country’s entire 
future might be in question, too. 
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TOP STORIES: 
1. U.S. Plans New Asia Missile Defenses 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 23 AUG 12) ... Adam Entous and Julian E. Barnes 

The U.S. is planning a major expansion of missile 
defenses in Asia, a move American officials say is designed to 
contain threats from North Korea, but one that could also be 
used to counter China's military. 

The planned buildup is part of a defensive array that could 
cover large swaths of Asia, with a new radar in southern Japan 
and possibly another in Southeast Asia tied to missile-defense 
ships and land-based interceptors. 

It is part of the Obama administration's new defense 
strategy to shift resources to an Asian-Pacific region critical to 
the U.S. economy after a decade of war in Iraq and 
Afghanistan. 

The expansion comes at a time when the U.S. and its 
allies in the region voice growing alarm about a North Korean 
missile threat. They are also increasingly worried about 
China's aggressive stance in disputed waters such the South 
China Sea, where Asian rivals are vying for control of oil and 
mineral rights. 

U.S. defense planners are particularly concerned about 
China's development of antiship ballistic missiles that could 
threaten the Navy's fleet of aircraft carriers, critical to the U.S. 
projection of power in Asia. 

"The focus of our rhetoric is North Korea," said Steven 
Hildreth, a missile-defense expert with the Congressional 
Research Service, an advisory arm of Congress. "The reality is 
that we're also looking longer term at the elephant in the room, 
which is China." 

China's Ministry of National Defense didn't comment 
directly on the anti-missile plans, but sounded a cautious note. 

"China has always believed that anti-missile issues should 
be handled with great discretion, from the perspective of 
protecting global strategic stability and promoting strategic 
mutual trust among all countries," it said in a statement on 
Thursday. "We advocate that all parties fully respect and be 
mindful of the security concerns of one another and try to 
realize overall safety through mutual benefit and win-win 
efforts, while avoiding the situation in which one country tries 
to let its own state security take priority over other countries' 
national security." 

A centerpiece of the new effort would be the deployment 
of a powerful early-warning radar, known as an X-Band, on an 
undisclosed southern Japanese island, said U.S. defense 
officials. The Pentagon is discussing that prospect with Japan, 
one of Washington's closest regional allies. The radar could be 
installed within months of Japan's agreement, American 
officials said, and would supplement an X-Band the U.S. 
positioned in Aomori Prefecture in northern Japan in 2006. 

A Japanese Ministry of Defense spokesman said the 
government wouldn't comment. The U.S. and Japan have 
ruled out deploying the new radar to Okinawa, a southern 
island whose residents have long chafed at the U.S. military 
forces' presence there. 

Officials with the U.S. military's Pacific Command and 
Missile Defense Agency have also been evaluating sites in 
Southeast Asia for a third X-Band radar to create an arc that 
would allow the U.S. and its regional allies to more accurately 
track any ballistic missiles launched from North Korea, as 
well as from parts of China. 

Some U.S. defense officials have focused on the 
Philippines as the potential site for the third X-Band, which is 
manufactured by Raytheon Co. Pentagon officials said a 
location has yet to be determined and that discussions are at an 
early stage. 

The beefed-up U.S. presence will likely raise tensions 
with the Chinese, who have been sharp critics of U.S. ballistic 
missile defenses in the past. Beijing fears such a system, 
similar to one the U.S. is deploying in the Middle East and 
Europe to counter Iran, could diminish China's strategic 
deterrent. Beijing objected to the U.S.'s first X-Band 
deployment in Japan in 2006. Moscow has voiced similar 
concerns about the system in Europe and the Middle East. 

Without commenting on specific plans, Pentagon Press 
Secretary George Little said: "North Korea is the immediate 
threat that is driving our missile defense decision making." 

In April, North Korea launched a multistage rocket that 
blew up less than two minutes into its flight. It conducted 
previous launches in August 1998, July 2006 and April 2009. 

The Pentagon sent a sea-based X-Band, normally docked 
in Pearl Harbor, to the Pacific to monitor the most recent 
North Korean launch as a precaution. 

The Pentagon is particularly concerned about the growing 
imbalance of power across the Taiwan Strait. China has been 
developing advanced ballistic missiles and antiship ballistic 
missiles that could target U.S. naval forces in the region. 

China has between 1,000 and 1,200 short-range ballistic 
missiles aimed at Taiwan, and has been developing longer 
range cruise and ballistic missiles, including one designed to 
hit a moving ship more than 930 miles away, says the 
Pentagon's latest annual report on China's military. 

The proposed X-Band arc would allow the U.S. to not 
only cover all of North Korea, but to peer deeper into China, 
say current and former U.S. officials. 

"Physics is physics," a senior U.S. official said. "You're 
either blocking North Korea and China or you're not blocking 
either of them." 

Beijing has said it poses no threat to its neighbors. 
Chinese government officials couldn't be reached Wednesday, 
and its embassy in Washington, D.C., didn't return requests for 
comment. 

One goal of the Pentagon is to reassure its anxious 
regional allies, which are walking a fine line. Many want the 
U.S.'s backing but also don't want to provoke China, and they 
aren't sure Washington can counter Beijing's rapid military 
modernization because of America's fiscal constraints. 

U.S. Defense Secretary Leon Panetta said during a visit 
Wednesday to the USS John C. Stennis warship in 
Washington state that the U.S. would "focus and project our 
force into the Pacific." 

The U.S. presence on the ground in Asia, especially the 
Marine bases in Okinawa, has been a source of constant 
tension, and a more determined presence could spark similar 
problems. In addition to the new X-Band site in southern 
Japan, the U.S. plans to increase the number of Marines in 
Okinawa in the near term before relocating them to Guam. As 
the Marines are pulled out of Afghanistan, going from 21,000 
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to less than 7,000, the number of forces on Okinawa will rise, 
from about 15,000 to 19,000, officials said. 

Analysts say it is unclear how effective U.S. missile 
defenses would be against China. A 2010 Pentagon report on 
ballistic missile defenses said the system can't cope with large-
scale Russian or Chinese missile attacks and isn't intended to 
affect the strategic balance with those countries. 

The senior U.S. official said the new missile defense 
deployments would be able to track and repulse at least a 
limited strike from China, potentially enough to deter Beijing 
from attempting an attack. 

Jeffrey Lewis, director of the East Asia nonproliferation 
program at the Monterey Institute of International Studies in 
California, said any missile-defense deployments in the Asian 
theater will alarm the Chinese, particular if they believe the 
systems are designed to cover Taiwan. "If you're putting one 
in southern Japan and one in the Philippines, you're sort of 
bracketing Taiwan," Mr. Lewis said. "So it does look like 
you're making sure that you can put a missile defense cap over 
the Taiwanese." 

Mr. Hildreth of the Congressional Research Service said 
the U.S. was "laying the foundations" for a regionwide missile 
defense system that would combine U.S. ballistic missile 

defenses with those of regional powers, particularly Japan, 
South Korea and Australia. 

U.S. officials say some of these allies have, until now, 
resisted sharing real-time intelligence, complicating U.S. 
efforts. Territorial disputes between South Korea and Japan 
have flared anew in recent weeks, underlining the challenge of 
creating unified command and control systems that would be 
used to shoot down incoming missiles. 

The U.S. has faced a similar problem building an 
integrated missile-defense system in the Persian Gulf. 

Once an X-Band identifies a missile's trajectory, the U.S. 
can deploy ship-or-land-based missile interceptors or 
antimissile systems. 

The Navy has drawn up plans to expand its fleet of 
ballistic missile-defense-capable warships from 26 ships today 
to 36 by 2018, according to Navy officials and the 
Congressional Research Service. Officials said as many as 
60% of those are likely to be deployed to Asia and the Pacific. 

In addition, the U.S. Army is considering acquiring 
additional Terminal High Altitude Area Defense, or THAAD, 
antimissile systems, said a senior defense official. Under 
current plans, the Army is building six THAADs. 

—Jeremy Page, Kersten Zhang and Yoli Zhang in Beijing 
contributed to this article. 
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2. Admiral Says USS Miami Will Be Repaired; Hints At Timing For Women Submariners At Base 
(NEW LONDON DAY 22 AUG 12) ... Jennifer McDermott 

GROTON -- Adm. Jonathan W. Greenert said Wednesday 
that the Navy will repair a local submarine by the middle of 
2015. 

The Groton-based USS Miami, which was severely 
damaged in a fire in May, still has 10 years remaining in its 
roughly 30-year service life, making it eligible for at least five 
more deployments. 

Greenert discussed the Navy’s plans to repair the Miami 
(SSN 755) with reporters after an hour-long meeting at the 
Naval Submarine Base with Rear Adm. Richard P. 
Breckenridge, commander of Submarine Group Two, U.S. 
Sen. Richard Blumenthal, D-Conn, and U.S. Rep. Joe 
Courtney, D-2nd District. 

During his visit, Greenert also said female submariners 
soon could be assigned to the base, as they will begin serving 
on Virginia-class submarines as early as next year. 

When asked about the Navy’s plans to continue bringing 
women aboard submarines, Greenert, the chief of naval 
operations, said “It’s going very well so far,” and “now we’re 
ready to move to the Virginia class.” 

The attack submarines have smaller state rooms so the 
officers will be brought in incrementally, he said. These are 
the only type homeported in Groton. 

The Navy lifted its ban on women in 2010 and started 
assigning female officers first to the larger, ballistic-missile 
and guided-missile submarines. 

“Next year we’ll be ready to do it, but we have to look 
closely and see who is interested, what are those numbers,” 
Greenert told the group in the meeting, which was webcast. 
“They’re not quite as high as we thought they would be, 
frankly, in the officer ranks.” 

In his comments to reporters, Greenert said he feels 
comfortable that the Miami’s extensive repairs, which mostly 

will involve cables, pipes and some internal components, can 
be finished by the middle of 2015 for about $450 million. The 
components were overheated or damaged by the smoke during 
the May 23 fire at the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard. The 
shipyard worker accused of setting the submarine on fire has 
been charged with arson. 

The Navy released a statement later Wednesday that said 
the estimated date to complete the repairs is April 30, 2015, so 
the submarine can serve for an additional decade and complete 
five planned full-length deployments. The Navy expects to 
award an advanced planning contract in September, followed 
by the repair contract in the spring. 

The Navy is nearly finished checking the metallurgical 
aspects of the hull since the intense heat could have changed 
the circularity and metallurgical makeup, Greenert said, but he 
doesn’t think the hull plating will need major replacements. 

The Portsmouth Naval Shipyard will do most of the 
repairs, but Greenert does expect Electric Boat to be involved, 
given the company’s expertise as the manufacturer of the 
submarine. 

As Los Angeles-class submarines are retired more quickly 
than they are being replaced, the Navy is facing a shortfall of 
attack submarines. The Congressional Budget Office has 
suggested that the Navy could buy three attack submarines 
annually for many of the years between 2014 and 2023 to 
prevent that deficit. 

EB and Newport News Shipbuilding are at a “sweet spot,” 
delivering submarines on time and under budget, Greenert 
said, so he would have to evaluate carefully any potential 
change to the program. 

He said the Navy is looking at other ways to shorten the 
period of time when there will be fewer than the specified 48 
attack submarines — such as performing maintenance quicker, 



 7

lengthening deployments from six months to six and a half 
months, and extending the life of some Los Angeles-class 
submarines by three or four years. 

A career submariner who learned his craft at the Naval 
Submarine School, Greenert said returning to the base 
Wednesday was like coming home because professionally, he 
“was born here.” 

He said the Navy is committed to the base. While nearby 
Electric Boat builds and launches submarines, the base builds 
and launches “minds” at the submarine school and prepares 
“our future submarine force.” 

“I think it will be here for awhile,” he said, adding his 
prediction that there would not be another round of base 
closings in the near future, and that the base will have “a 
bright future here in Connecticut.” 

The base was nearly closed during the 2005 Base Closure 
and Realignment process. Blumenthal, who invited Greenert 

to Groton, said the admiral’s allegiance and loyalty to the base 
is “very apparent, which is heartening to us.” 

He and Courtney said they were encouraged by the 
meeting since it appears as though the submarine programs are 
on track. They discussed the Miami repairs with Greenert, as 
well as the Virginia-class construction schedule, the program 
to build a new class of ballistic-missile submarines and the 
plans to develop a module with missile tubes that could boost 
firepower on the Virginia-class boats. 

“In my view, it was a very positive and upbeat summary 
of where we are,” Blumenthal said. 

Courtney said both congressional offices will be “well-
positioned to make sure these important priorities really get 
across the finish line, in terms of both budget and policy bills 
that both of our committees are working on.” 

Return to Index 
 

3. U.S. Navy Creates LCS ‘Council’ To Guide Development 
(DEFENSE NEWS 22 AUG 12) ... Christopher P. Cavas 

A new, high-powered effort to boost development of the 
littoral combat ship (LCS) is kicking off, intended to help 
implement numerous proposals and suggestions to integrate 
the new ship type into U.S. Navy operations. 

Dubbed the “LCS Council,” the three-star group is headed 
by Vice Adm. Richard Hunt, the new director of Navy staff at 
the Pentagon. 

In a memo signed out Aug. 22, Adm. Jonathan Greenert, 
chief of naval operations (CNO), said the timeline the Navy 
needs to get LCS into service “necessitates the establishment 
of an empowered council to drive action across the 
acquisition, requirements and fleet enterprises of the Navy.” 

Hunt, as chairman of the council, will become the 
“primary flag officer responsible for coordinating all Navy 
administrative control” responsibilities for the LCS program. 

Hunt was latterly commander of naval surface forces in 
San Diego, where he directly oversaw a number of key LCS 
developments, and is deeply familiar with the program. In his 
previous billet as commander of the San Diego-based Third 
Fleet, he also had a role in the participation of the first LCS, 
USS Freedom, in 2010’s Rim of the Pacific exercise. 

The council’s principal members are Vice Adm. Kevin 
McCoy, commander of the Naval Sea Systems Command; 
Vice Adm. Mark Skinner, principal military deputy to the 
assistant secretary of the Navy for research, development and 
acquisition; and Vice Adm. Tom Copeman, who recently 
succeeded Hunt in San Diego as commander of naval surface 
forces. 

Other members may be added to the council “for specific 
matters,” Greenert wrote, such as Vice Adm. Scott Van 
Buskirk, head of Navy personnel, who would help deal with 
manning issues. 

“CNO is asking me because as a relatively senior guy 
here in Washington, I can corral all the key players,” Hunt 
said in an Aug. 22 interview. “It fits very nicely,” Hunt said, 
citing his experience with the Freedom and with the 
Independence, the second ship. 

“I will take a very close look at schedule, make sure we’re 
optimizing the time the crew has to put the ship through the 
ringer. That they become comfortable and competent in all 

aspects — combat systems, engineering — and make sure 
they’re all working right. 

“I will tell the captain to run her hard and find out where 
the issues are.” 

A key goal, Hunt added, is to “make sure we give them 
the full support the Navy leadership can do.” 

Creation of the council follows on the heels of several 
significant recent efforts and reports on the LCS program. 
They include: 

 Two war games sponsored by Fleet Forces 
Command, one early this year focusing on 
sustainment — including training, maintenance and 
manning — and another this summer on operations; 

 A report submitted in March from a study group 
headed by Rear Adm. Samuel Perez, “Review of the 
Navy’s Readiness to Receive, Employ and Deploy 
the LCS Class Vessel;” 

 A July report from the Board of Inspection and 
Survey (INSURV), on the material condition and 
maintainability of the Freedom. 

“We need to take the lessons learned and move forward,” 
Hunt said, “and put known changes tackling known issues, 
fixing them long-term for the class.” 

A top priority is getting the Freedom her Blue and Gold 
crews, and a mission package ready for a planned 10-month 
demonstration deployment to Singapore, where the Navy 
hopes to eventually base four of the ships. 

The Freedom is aiming for a spring departure date from 
San Diego, and is to spend up to 10 months on what will 
become the first extended overseas deployment for an LCS. 

The studies cited above acknowledge the challenges of 
supporting the ships overseas, and the Navy expects to gain 
enormous experience from the Freedom deployment. 

While the Freedom will return to the U.S. in early 2014 to 
continue her test and development role, the Fort Worth, 
second of the class and currently headed for San Diego, is 
expected to become the first LCS to regularly operate from 
Singapore, perhaps as early as late 2014. 
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Work on all three primary mission modules also is 
continuing, and is to be coordinated by the council. The 
modules — for mine warfare, surface warfare and anti-
submarine warfare — are in widely varying stages of 
development. 

Hunt’s first task as council chairman, he said, is to issue a 
charter, which he expects to accomplish by early September. 

And by the end of January, the council is directed by 
Greenert to develop and implement an “LCS Plan of Action 
and Milestones.” 

Hunt is to report to Greenert and Sean Stackley, the 
Navy’s top acquisition official, every two weeks on the 
council’s progress, and will meet with the CNO monthly 
specifically on the topic. 

 
Return to Index 
 
 

PANETTA: 
4. Panetta To Stennis Crew: 'You Are The Best I Have' 
(KITSAP (WA) SUN 22 AUG 12) ... Ed Friedrich 

BREMERTON — Leon Panetta ordered the USS John C. 
Stennis back to the Middle East last month, and on 
Wednesday he told the crew why. 

Speaking at an all-hands meeting of 2,300 Sailors in one 
of the aircraft carrier's hangar bays, the defense secretary said 
there are many threats in the region, and the Stennis is most 
capable of responding. 

"I understand it's tough. I'm asking a lot of you," he said 
of the carrier returning to the volatile Middle East next week 
after getting back on March 2. It had been scheduled to deploy 
in January to the western Pacific. "But frankly, you are the 
best I have. When there's a threat in the world, we have to 
respond, and I rely on the Stennis to do that." 

Former Secretary of Defense Robert Gates ordered a 
second carrier to the region in 2010 to support the Afghanistan 
surge and Iraq troop drawdown. Since then, two have 
remained there nine months out of the year. That directive 
would've ended in September, with the USS Enterprise 
departing and the USS Eisenhower staying by itself. 

Panetta, in an olive Stennis flight jacket and blue Stennis 
baseball cap, said he couldn't give a time frame for how long 
the two-carrier requirement will remain in place. 

The Stennis left Naval Base Kitsap-Bremerton on July 25, 
2011, for a seven-month deployment, during which it 
launched the last Navy air mission over Iraq and more than 
1,000 flights into Afghanistan. By the time it returns from the 
upcoming eight-month mission, some crew members will have 
been away 15 of 21 months, not counting exercises. Panetta 
presented Secretary of Defense coins to each of 200 Sailors 
who completed all of the last deployment and will remain with 
the ship throughout the next one. 

Seaman John Potasiewicz just missed getting one, 
catching up with the ship last time in Guam. The New York 
native, who's single, said he feels bad for those with spouses 
and kids, but appreciated Panetta's high-level pep rally. 

"I think it's a pretty big deal that someone that high up 
would come out and visit," he said. "It says the upper chain of 
command for our country supports what we do. Hopefully it'll 
raise morale among the Sailors." 

Seaman Jen Stone could probably use some cheering up. 
The Minnesota Sailor, who got married in May, has to leave 
her new husband and two dogs. 

"It's going to be a strain being separated, but 
communication is key," she said. 

Seaman apprentice MacKenzie Hunt wasn't on the last 
deployment. He was spending 14 months on shore duty in 
Bahrain, also without family. He's only seen year-old son 
Nolan about three months out of the past year. 

"It is nice of him to take time to come out here and wish 
us good luck," he said of Panetta. 

The Stennis and other aircraft carriers are key to 
American defense because they're "agile, deployable, on the 
cutting edge of technology and can defend the United States of 
America any time, any place, anywhere," Panetta said. 

But the giant warships would be nothing without their 
crews. 

"I've got a lot of great weapons, but none of that is worth 
a damn without the men and women in uniform who serve our 
country," he said. "You are the heart and soul of our national 
defense." 
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5. U.S. Cites Iran, Syria In Carrier Deployment 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 22 AUG 12) 

WASHINGTON — Defense Secretary Leon Panetta said 
Wednesday that the United States was preparing for "threats" 
from Iran and Syria's turmoil as an aircraft carrier headed to 
the region ahead of schedule. 

The USS John Stennis and its strike group will set forth 
shortly for the Middle East, a deployment ordered four months 
ahead of time to minimize the gap in which the United States 
has only one carrier in the region. 

Visiting the nuclear-powered carrier at its home base in 
the Pacific state of Washington, Panetta said that the 

accelerated deployment was meant to deal "with a lot of 
threats in the Middle East right now." 

"Obviously Iran is one of those threats that we have to be 
able to focus on and make sure that we're prepared to deal 
with any threats that could emerge out of Iran," Panetta told 
reporters. 

"Secondly, it is the turmoil in Syria, and we're obviously 
following that closely as well," Panetta said. 

Panetta said that the United States was also maintaining 
its force due to the risk of Iran blocking the Strait of Hormuz 
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and amid the Arab Spring of revolutions, which "present both 
challenges and opportunities." 

Israel has not ruled out an attack on Iran to prevent the 
clerical regime from developing a nuclear weapon. Iran's 
uranium enrichment has raised international suspicion, 
although Tehran says it is for peaceful purposes. 

Iran has threatened to block the Strait of Hormuz, through 
which one-fifth of the world's oil passes, in response to 
punishing U.S. sanctions. But Iran has not made good on its 
threats even as the United States works to severely curtail its 
oil exports. 

In Syria, the United States has demanded that President 
Bashar al-Assad step down amid raging violence that human 

rights activists say has killed more than 23,000 people since 
March 2011. 

But the United States has little appetite for intervention in 
the turbulent country. Panetta, asked by a reporter about 
imposing a no-fly zone over Syria, repeated that the proposal 
was "not on the frontburner right now." 

President Barack Obama, however, has warned Assad of 
"enormous consequences" if his forces resort to chemical 
weapons. 

The Stennis strike group, which was initially due to 
deploy at the end of the year to the Pacific, is relieving the 
USS Enterprise which is slated to be decommissioned. 
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ASIA – PACIFIC: 
6. Australia Urges China To Respect Its Rights On U.S. Troops 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 22 AUG 12) 

SYDNEY - China must respect Australia's sovereign right 
to have United States Marines deployed in its north as 
Washington enhances its presence in the Pacific, Foreign 
Minister Bob Carr said Wednesday. 

Australia last year agreed to host up to 2,500 U.S. 
Marines in the Northern Territory, a significant strategic shift 
by Washington which irritated China. 

Carr told the Australian Financial Review the decision 
was not aimed at China. 

"Just as Australia has taken a balanced view of China's 
rapid military modernisation, China should recognise 
Australia's sovereign right to reframe its alliance with the U.S. 
as part of its own defence policy," he said. 

"We are interested in developing new architecture with 
China but are relaxed about the timing. Moreover, I have 
always said Australia should not have to choose between the 
U.S. and China." 

The deployment of U.S. Marines to Darwin, which began 
in April, has irked Beijing, which has said the Marines' 
presence is proof of a "Cold War mentality.” 

But Canberra has argued there was nothing inconsistent 
with its growing relationship with China, its top trading 

partner and a crucial market for its resources, and its military 
alliance with the United States. 

Australia has said there was cause for optimism about the 
emergence of China as a world power and has previously 
emphasised that strong and peaceful ties between Beijing and 
the U.S. were key to regional stability. 

Speaking about Australia's relationship with China and 
the U.S. in a speech late Tuesday, Carr urged resistance to the 
idea it represented "a binary choice.” 

He said both the Chinese and Americans insisted their 
relationship was "very good,” adding that there was economic 
self-interest in the relationship. 

"The prosperity of China and America would be 
undermined by a period of military conflict or frozen 
relations," he said. 

Carr also said the Australia-China relationship would 
continue to be robust because it was in the interests of both 
nations to form a strong partnership. 

The U.S. military currently has only a limited deployment 
in long-term military ally Australia, including the Pine Gap 
Joint Defence Facility spy station near Alice Springs in the 
country's central desert. 
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7. Debate On ASEAN's Future Unfolds 
(SOUTH CHINA MORNING POST (HONG KONG) 23 AUG 12) ... Greg Torode 

Welcome to the battle for Asean's soul. After the historic 
breakdown within the Association of South East Asian 
Nations over the South China Sea at itea at its annual meeting 
in Phnom Penh, a broader debate is unfolding over its future 
unity and its long-term relationship with China. 

The failure of the 10-nation grouping to produce even a 
routine communique amid a squabble over the wording of a 
reference to recent South China Sea tensions was seen by 
many analysts - and some of China's state press - as a 
diplomatic victory in the short term for Beijing, denoting its 
growing influence. 

The breakdown has poisoned prospects for progress this 
year on a once-vaunted code of conduct between Asean and 
China to govern tensions - another potential victory for 
Beijing, which has long demanded one-to-one talks with 

individual claimants to demarcate the South China Sea even as 
it dealt with the grouping as a whole. 

Foreign Minister Yang Jiechi repeatedly stressed the 
importance of China's ties with an integrated and cohesive 
Asean during a trip to Brunei, Indonesia and Malaysia earlier 
this month. But Asean envoys said little progress was made on 
restarting shelved talks ne xt month to finalise the code of 
conduct. 

Amid the ongoing tensions, questions are building in 
staterooms and diplomatic salons: is Asean being permanently 
weakened by its struggle over the South China Sea? And is a 
weakened Southeast Asia in Beijing's long-term interests? 

Ian Storey, of Singapore's Institute of Southeast Asian 
Studies (ISEAS), said perceptions that Asean was weak in the 
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face of growing security challenges could force its members to 
intensify efforts to forge individual security arrangements. 

That trend is already under way, and goes beyond 
America's high-profile "pivot" back to Asia. The Philippines, a 
South China Sea claimant, is considering requesting 10 large 
Japanese coast guard cutters under aid talks with Tokyo, while 
Vietnam is getting Indian naval training to prepare for 
receiving its first submarines from Russia this year. 

"Commentaries in the Chinese press have portrayed the 
recent breakdown as a victory for China," said Storey. "But 
what we are talking about could prove merely a tactical 
victory on the road to something that becomes a strategic 
setback in the longer term as countries concerned about 
China's rise go their own way and drag in powers from outside 
the region in ways that are definitely against China's interests." 

Peking University scholar Zha Daojiong said China had 
no interest in a divided Asean, but it had to be careful that, 
over the long term, Asean do es not evolve like the Arab 
League, which in recent years backed the creation of a Nato-
enforced no-fly zone over Libya and has suspended Syria from 
membership. 

Professor Zha said China had an interest in an Asean that 
was strong, united and able to lead regional meetings with 
outside powers, but it must keep to its long-term agenda of 

peacemaking and conflict avoidance, rather anything more 
assertive. 

Zha said China would never want to see the grouping 
"championing military action within itself, or against others 
outside.” 

The complexity of the South China Sea issue and broader 
questions over America's role in the region means the region is 
"an unfolding story,” so caution is needed. 

"No one knows where it is going to end," Zha said. 
"For many years China took a very laid-back approach to 

the South China Sea... it is not like that now." 
He also said that it was no time to be "too rash" about a 

regional code of conduct, given the complexity of the South 
China Sea dispute. 

Dr Michael Wesley, executive director of Australia's 
Lowy Institute think tank, warned that the recent breakdown 
was alarming, given the strategic importance of lowering 
tensions. 

"We should not underestimate the dangers of a conflict in 
the South China Sea. 

"It is a significant defining issue for Asean and one that is 
defining the strategic picture between the larger powers." 
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8. U.S.-Japan Drill 'Raises Regional Tension' 
Exercise reveals Washington's backing for Tokyo, experts say 
(CHINA DAILY 22 AUG 12) ... Zhang Yunbi and Wang Chenyan 

Washington and Tokyo kicked off a military drill, which 
envisioned retaking an island, in what analysts said was a clear 
signal that the U.S. was throwing its military weight behind 
Japan over the Diaoyu Islands issue. 

The 37-day drill, which started on Tuesday, involves 
troops sailing 2,000 km on a U.S. vessel to Tinian Island, off 
the coast of the Northern Marianas. Boats and helicopters will 
then be deployed in a joint landing. 

Although no country was named as the target of the 
exercise, an official with the Japanese Defense Ministry 
indicated that the drill is obviously devised to "seize back" the 
Diaoyu Islands "once China’s armed forces have taken them,” 
according to a report by Japanese newspaper Sankei Shimbun. 

The timing of the drill, and Washington’s involvement, 
will complicate the situation, analysts said. The Diaoyu 
Islands have belonged to China for centuries and this is not the 
first time that the U.S. has been involved. 

At the end of its occupation of Okinawa in 1972, the U.S. 
transferred the "administrative rights" of the Diaoyu Islands to 
Japan. They had been occupied by Japan until its defeat at the 
end of World War II in 1945 and were then "administered" by 
the U.S. China has never recognized the deal "giving" them to 
Japan. 

Washington remains neutral on the issue, but it "falls 
within Article 5 of the U.S.-Japan Security Treaty,” U.S. State 
Department spokeswoman Victoria Nuland said on Thursday. 

Li Hong, secretary-general of the China Arms Control 
and Disarmament Association, said the U.S.-led drill is 
increasing tension in the region and has shown Washington’s 
true colors despite its so-called neutral stance over the issue. 

Wang Fan, director of the Institute of International 
Relations at the China Foreign Affairs University, said the 

drills "will only escalate Tokyo’s tensions with its neighbors, 
instead of helping resolve them.” 

Ties between China and Japan have been strained by 
Tokyo’s stance on the Diaoyu Islands since 2010 when a 
Chinese trawler captain was held by Japanese authorities for 
what Japanese called "illegal fishing" off the islands. 

The ruling Democratic Party of Japan has used the 
Diaoyu Islands issue to boost wavering public support, experts 
said. 

Japanese Prime Minister Yoshihiko Noda announced in 
July his cabinet’s plan to "nationalize" the islands, sparking 
protests from China. 

"Tokyo is keen to use the drills to signal that Washington 
is on its side," said Ni Feng, a researcher of American Studies 
at the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences. 

The last week has seen Chinese activists and Japanese 
nationalists land on the islands. 

Tsuyoshi Yamaguchi, parliamentary senior vice-minister 
of foreign affairs, is scheduled to visit Beijing this week, and 
analysts said the Diaoyu Islands dispute will be on his agenda. 

Tokyo’s top lawmakers on Tuesday indicated a possible 
revision of laws to boost territorial surveillance "in Japanese 
waters.” 

After announcing its shift of strategic emphasis back to 
the Asia-Pacific region, Washington is using the Diaoyu 
Islands issue as a chance to speed up its military revamp in the 
region, observers said. 

The U.S. and Japan agreed earlier this month on a 
proposed second revision of the Guidelines for Japan-U.S. 
Defense Cooperation, a move believed to target China. 

Washington has held a series of drills with its allies this 
year, including the U.S.-Japan-Republic of Korea drill in June 
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and the Rim of the Pacific Drills 2012 that ended earlier this 
month. The U.S. and Japan on Sunday held a joint exercise in 
Ooitaken, southwestern Japan. 

Dragging Japan into its Asia-Pacific plans makes no sense 
for the U.S. regarding a resolution of the territorial issue, Li 
said. 

"China will never concede on territorial issues," Li said. 
Return to Index 
 

9. Islanders See Ospreys' Arrival As Deterrence To Chinese Expansionism 
(STARS AND STRIPES 23 AUG 12) ... Chiyomi Sumida  

CAMP FOSTER, Okinawa — Safety concerns have 
dominated public debate over the deployment of Osprey 
aircraft to Japan. But residents of the country’s southernmost 
islands see the Marine Corps’ airplane-helicopter hybrid as 
crucial leverage in a tense territorial dispute with China. 

Ishigaki island sits about 140 miles from the coast of 
Taiwan and holds local jurisdiction over the nearby Senkaku 
Islands, where a long standoff has erupted in recent weeks as 
both Japanese and Chinese have staged protests and asserted 
ownership over the cluster of barren rocks. 

“There is no mistake that the deployment of the Ospreys 
to Okinawa will enhance the defense and deterrence power in 
the event of an emergency situation in the Senkakus,” Ishigaki 
resident Eizo Tomoyose said. 

About 265 miles to the north, on the island of Okinawa, 
Japanese government leaders and residents have vehemently 
opposed Marine Corps plans to upgrade the aging fleet of 
dual-rotor Sea Knight helicopters based at Futenma air station 
with Ospreys, which can carry more and fly farther and faster. 
Crashes, including one that killed two Marines in April in 
Morocco, have raised local doubts about the aircraft’s safety. 

But Tomoyose and other members of an Ishigaki citizens 
group recently sent petition letters to Okinawa Gov. Hirokazu 
Nakaima and the mayor of Ginowan city, where Futenma is 
located, urging them to accept the Ospreys as a defense 
measure. A similar letter was mailed to the mayor of Iwakuni 
on mainland Japan, where a squadron of Ospreys is parked at 
a Marine air station awaiting test flights before deployment to 
Okinawa. 

“The Osprey is the key to protect the Senkakus, Japan’s 
vital territory,” said Ryunosuke Megumi, a retired Japanese 
Maritime Self-Defense Force officer who lives on Okinawa. 

The United States has largely remained out of the tug-of-
war over the islands, saying only that Japan administers the 

Senkakus and the two countries should resolve the dispute 
peacefully. However, a bilateral security treaty obligates the 
U.S. to protect Japanese territory from threat. 

Last week, Japanese authorities arrested 14 Chinese 
nationals who traveled from Hong Kong to land on the islands 
and plant a Chinese flag, an incident that sparked outcry and 
protests in both countries. 

The deployment of the Ospreys, which are primarily used 
to transport Marines, would be crucial for deterring or 
defending against an attempted occupation by China, Megumi 
said. 

“The Osprey can fly to the Senkakus in 40 minutes from 
Futenma air station,” he said. 

But there’s a wide gap in perception of the Ospreys 
between residents on the far southern border and those who 
live in the rest of the country, said Magonori Ohama, also an 
Ishigaki resident. 

“People on the main island (of Okinawa) have little 
interest or concern about the situation surrounding the 
Senkakus today,” Ohama said. The aircraft’s planned fall 
deployment “gives a great sense of security to us, especially 
those who live in the border town.” 

According to a poll conducted by Kyodo News earlier this 
month, nearly 70 percent of Japan residents indicated negative 
reactions to the deployment of the Ospreys, though about the 
same number said they think the presence of U.S. forces in 
Japan contributes to national security and stability. 

Katsuyoshi Tanaka, a Tokyo native and longtime resident 
of Ishigaki, said the Senkaku landing by Chinese activists last 
week was a wake-up call to the Japanese public. 

“The dispute provided people in Ishigaki with a good 
opportunity to think twice about opposing the Osprey,” he 
said. “It’s time for Japan to recover from its peaceful stupor 
and face the reality surrounding the country’s borders today.” 
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10. India's FGFA Stealth Fighter Set For 2014 Roll-Out 
(FLIGHTGLOBAL (UK) 22 AUG 12) ... Dave Majumdar 

WASHINGTON, D.C. -- India's fifth-generation fighter 
aircraft (FGFA), which the country is co-developing with 
Russia, is set to be rolled-out in 2014, the Indian air force's 
(IAF) top uniformed officer says. 

"The first prototype of the FGFA is scheduled to arrive in 
India by 2014 after which it will undergo extensive trials at the 
Ojhar air base," Air Chief Marshal NAK Browne says. "We 
are hopeful that the aircraft would be ready for induction by 
2022." 

A second prototype is expected to arrive in India in 2017 
while a third should arrive in 2019. 

India expects to sign an $11 billion development contract 
for the aircraft with Russia soon according to press reports in 
that country. 

India hopes to eventually purchase some 214 of the 
stealthy fifth-generation fighter by 2030. The total cost of the 
programme is expected to cost the Indian government over 
$30 billion. The Indian FGFA is based on the Russian Sukhoi 
T-50 PAK-FA but has added features which are required by 
the IAF. 

There are currently three PAK-FA prototypes flying in 
Russia. A fourth aircraft is expected to join the fleet soon. 
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MIDEAST: 
11. Syrian Forces Are Said To Expand Deadly ‘Hit And Run’ Efforts In Damascus 
(NEW YORK TIMES 23 AUG 12) ... Damien Cave 

BEIRUT, Lebanon — Gunfire and shelling rocked 
Damascus, Syria, and its suburbs on Wednesday as opponents 
of President Bashar al-Assad reported a widening campaign 
by the military to sow fear and death in neighborhoods where 
the rebels are strong and the government is too weak to assert 
full control. 

The Syrian Observatory for Human Rights, an opposition 
group in Britain that maintains a network of contacts in Syria, 
said the latest government raid on Wednesday morning in 
Kafar Soussa — with tanks backed by infantry soldiers — left 
at least 24 people dead. In the Damascus neighborhood of 
Qaboun, activists said, Syrian forces executed dozens of 
others. 

Opposition groups described both as “hit-and-run” 
assaults. Similar attacks have been reported in several areas 
ringing the capital in recent weeks, as troops and shelling 
intensify then fade and as the government kills and leaves. 

This week, activists reported finding 40 bodies in one 
suburb; last week, 60 others were discovered in a landfill, 
many of them believed to be civilians. 

Analysts said the effort — in which the government 
invades but does not hold an area — underscores the challenge 
that Mr. Assad faces as he tries to defeat an insurgency that 
often slips away, only to resurface. It is an effort that experts 
describe as the opposite of the “winning hearts and minds” 
model and is based instead on the Arabic saying “rule is based 
on awe.” 

“Terror is the basic approach,” said Paul Salem, director 
of the Carnegie Center for the Middle East. “From the 
beginning of the uprising the logic was hit and hit hard, punish 
and scare, and that would be the way to do it.” 

But he added, “It’s a crazy logic, and it has not served 
them well.” While the approach worked when the Syrian 
government suppressed a revolt in Hama in the 1980s, he said, 
the current effort to intimidate the country into calm is 
increasingly showing signs of failure. 

The opposition throughout Syria has not broken; it has 
scattered and regrouped. In many areas, from north to south, 
the government has claimed that its mission has been 
accomplished, or would be quickly, only to have the rebels 
resurface to fight again with help from local residents. 

In Aleppo, Syria’s largest city, the government has tried 
nearly everything, including missile strikes from fighter jets, 
but while rebel brigades have retreated temporarily from some 
areas, they have created what amounts to formal rotation 
schedules in others. 

They have also completed their own successful hit-and-
run ambushes on the military airport that is the main base for 
government troops, and on the city center, while food and 
other supplies have been provided by wealthy residents. 

In the region around the southern city of Dara’a, where 
the uprising began, the pattern has been similar. On Tuesday, 
rebel leaders said they were retreating from several areas 
because of an ammunition shortage, but on Wednesday, they 
reported reoccupying some of the places they had fled. 

There are also many areas, more distant from the most 
concentrated fighting, where the government’s forces have 
retreated as rebels have made incremental gains. 

Deir al-Zour is one example. An area deep into the east of 
the country, about 300 miles from Damascus, it has seen 
intense fighting at various times during the nearly 18-month-
old conflict, but in recent weeks, the battle has taken on what 
rebels there described as a familiar pattern: government troops 
based outside the city, and with little knowledge of the area, 
use air power and shelling, but not much else. 

“The Assad forces are afraid to enter the towns and 
villages, so they started with this new strategy of 
bombardment from long distance and from helicopters,” said 
Abu Khalaf, 40, a fighter sitting at a rebel base in Deir al-
Zour. “We can succeed because we know the land, while the 
Assad forces are coming from outside the province.” 

On Wednesday, an activist in another section of Deir al-
Zour said rebels had seized two checkpoints near the Iraqi 
border, taking over government buildings as officials fled. 

The dynamic, Abu Khalaf said, has changed: the 
government has become the equivalent of a foreign power. 
“We are fighting to liberate our country from the Assad 
occupation army,” he said. “We don’t have a government that 
runs the country; we have an occupation army.” 

Deir al-Zour is also where rebels said last week that they 
had shot down their first fighter jet, using an antiaircraft 
weapon seized from the military. 

The fighter who claimed to be responsible, Abu Allawi, 
has become a hero among the rebels, and he says he has also 
become a target for the government. His commanders denied 
requests to make him available for an interview. 

Another fighter who said he was with Abu Allawi when 
the jet crashed said that most of the fighters in the area were 
defectors and that they had been using purloined military 
weapons — including antiaircraft weapons — to gain an 
advantage. He described the attack on the fighter jet as a mix 
of luck and talent. 

“We deploy these antiaircraft guns around the villages 
and among trees and houses, so the regime didn’t expect us to 
use them like we did,” said the fighter, who identified himself 
with the nickname Abu Mohammed. “The surprise played a 
key role in downing this MiG fighter, which was flying in 
low; the pilot was feeling relaxed as he bombed, and when he 
flew in really low, Abu Allawi shot it and was able to target 
the body of the plane. That set it on fire.” 

The Syrian government has contended that the aircraft 
crashed because of a mechanical problem. 

The rebels’ account, which is consistent with earlier 
unverified reports of the downing of the plane, suggests that 
any strike against Syrian aircraft would not be easy to repeat. 

Abu Mohammed, 35, said the initial claims that the rebels 
were on their way to creating their own no-fly zone, without 
international support, seemed far-fetched, at least until the 
rebels could seize or buy stronger weapons. 

He said the fighters were trying to acquire Stinger 
missiles “from some ‘friends’ in Iraq.” 

“We hope to get them because that will change everything 
in our region,” he said. 

Hwaida Saad contributed reporting from Beirut, and an 
employee of The New York Times from Deir al-Zour, Syria. 
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12. U.N. Visit Will Set Back A Push To Isolate Iran 
(NEW YORK TIMES 23 AUG 12) ... Rick Gladstone 

Efforts led by the United States and Israel to isolate Iran 
suffered a setback on Wednesday when the United Nations 
announced that Ban Ki-moon, the secretary general, would 
join officials from 120 countries in Tehran next week for a 
summit meeting that Iran has trumpeted as a vindication of its 
defiance and enduring importance in world affairs. 

Mr. Ban’s decision to attend the meeting of the 
Nonaligned Movement, announced by his spokesman, Martin 
Nesirky, came despite objections from both the Americans and 
Israelis, including a phone call from Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu of Israel. It was announced a few days after the 
new president of Egypt, a country that has long been estranged 
from Iran, said he would attend the summit meeting as well, a 
decision that had already unsettled the Israelis. 

Taken together, the moves reinforced Iran’s contention 
that a reordering of powers is under way in the Middle East, 
where Western influence is waning, and that the American-
Israeli campaign to vilify Iran as a rogue state that exports 
terrorism and secretly covets nuclear weapons is not 
resonating in much of the world. 

The meeting of the Nonaligned Movement, a group 
formed during the cold war, includes a number of other 
countries that the United States has sought to marginalize, 
among them North Korea and Sudan, whose president, Omar 
Hassan al-Bashir, is wanted under a war crimes indictment by 
the International Criminal Court. Although Iran’s hosting of 
the meeting is strictly a coincidence of history — under a 
rotating system, Iran presides over the group through 2014 — 
Iranian leaders have portrayed it as a privilege that repudiates 
the American narrative. 

“The extraordinary effort that the Iranian leaders have put 
into the summit is intended to showcase Iran’s global role and 
offer concrete evidence that the U.S. policy of isolating Iran 
has failed,” said Farideh Farhi, an independent Iranian scholar 
at the University of Hawaii. 

“A case is being made that it is not the ‘global 
community’ that has problems with the Islamic republic, as 
repeatedly asserted by U.S. officials, but merely a U.S.-led-
and-pressured coalition of countries,” she said. “And 
ironically the Obama administration is conceding the point by 
trying to pressure various leaders from attending the meeting.” 

Mr. Ban’s decision to participate, which might have gone 
nearly unnoticed in other years, was particularly fraught now 
because of the tensions surrounding the host country. Iran has 
defied United Nations Security Council resolutions to halt its 
uranium enrichment and has strongly supported the Syrian 
government’s sharp repression of an armed uprising, a 
crackdown that Mr. Ban has repeatedly condemned. 

Mr. Ban has also castigated the anti-Semitic statements 
and calls for Israel’s destruction made recently by Iranian 
leaders, reminding them that the United Nations Charter 
prohibits one member from threatening the existence of 
another. 

But many diplomats and others said it would have been 
extraordinarily difficult for Mr. Ban not to go. The 120 
countries that are in the Nonaligned Movement represent the 
biggest single voting bloc in the 193-member General 

Assembly at the United Nations. It is customary for the 
secretary general to attend the movement’s annual meetings 
regardless of political delicacies surrounding the host country. 

“A sizable chunk if not a majority of the world’s 
population are citizens of nonaligned nations,” said Karim 
Sadjadpour, an Iran expert at the Carnegie Endowment for 
International Peace in Washington. “It’s not something the 
United Nations secretary general can easily dismiss.” 

Acknowledging that Mr. Ban has been under pressure not 
to attend, Mr. Nesirky, his spokesman, said Mr. Ban viewed 
the visit as a chance to raise the issues of Iran’s nuclear 
program, its support for Syria and its campaign against Israel 
directly with his hosts. 

“The secretary general is fully aware of the sensitivities of 
this visit,” Mr. Nesirky told reporters at the United Nations. 
“He’s heard the views of some of those who said he should 
not go. At the same time, the secretary general has 
responsibilities that he is determined to carry out.” 

Mr. Nesirky also said Mr. Ban expected to meet with 
senior Iranian leaders, including Ayatollah Ali Khamenei. “It 
is certainly the secretary general’s expectation that he will 
have meaningful and fruitful discussions with the supreme 
leader,” Mr. Nesirky said. To boycott the invitation from Iran, 
Mr. Nesirky said, “would be a missed opportunity.” 

There was no immediate reaction to Mr. Ban’s decision 
from Israel. But according to Mr. Netanyahu’s office, he had 
telephoned Mr. Ban on Aug. 10 and told him that such a trip, 
even if well intentioned, would be a mistake. “Your visit will 
grant legitimacy to a regime that is the greatest threat to world 
peace and security,” Mr. Netanyahu was quoted as saying. 

Even before Mr. Ban made his decision known, the Israeli 
government was asserting that the sanctions effort against Iran 
was not working, a conclusion that was reinforced for the 
Israelis because of the decision to attend the summit meeting 
in Iran by President Mohamed Morsi of Egypt. 

“If you’re going there, if you’re paying homage to the 
leaders of Iran, what kind of diplomatic isolation is that?” 
Mark Regev, Mr. Netanyahu’s spokesman, said of Mr. 
Morsi’s decision. 

The reaction to Mr. Ban’s announcement was more muted 
from the Obama administration, which had engaged in a less 
public effort to dissuade him. 

Some administration officials sought to put the best face 
on the situation, urging Mr. Ban to exploit the moment to 
convey his unhappiness with Iran’s behavior. 

“We think that Iran is going to try to use the event for 
propaganda purposes and to try to cover up the extreme 
isolation Iran is feeling politically and economically,” said 
Tommy Vietor, the spokesman for the National Security 
Council. “That said, if people choose to participate, we believe 
they should take the opportunity of any meetings that they 
have with Iran’s leaders to press them to comply with their 
international obligations without further delay.” 

The American Jewish Committee, among a number of 
pro-Israel voices in the United States that had exhorted Mr. 
Ban not to visit Iran, called the decision “a grave mistake” in a 
statement posted on its Web site. 
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“Tehran is not the place for the U.N. secretary general to 
visit, not at this time, not to meet with this Iranian regime,” 
David Harris, the group’s executive director, said in the 
statement. “We are stunned that Secretary General Ban Ki-
moon would honor a regime that consistently ignores both him 
and the world body he heads in ways that threaten regional 
and global security.” 

Some said that Mr. Ban’s three-day visit, which begins 
next Wednesday, could also turn out badly for Iranian leaders, 
particularly if he raises issues in an unfiltered way to the 
Iranian public about the government’s human rights record. 

Others said that Mr. Ban could surprise critics by 
confronting or embarrassing Ayatollah Khamenei and his 
subordinates over their anti-Semitic statements. 

“The fact that he’s going is going to be viewed as a 
victory for Iran,” said Trita Parsi, the president of the National 
Iranian American Council, an advocacy group of Americans 
of Iranian descent. “But if pressure leads Ban Ki-moon to 
express harsh criticism of their statements on Israel, then it 
could be viewed as a victory for those who had not wanted 
him to go.” 

Jodi Rudoren contributed reporting from Jerusalem, and 
David E. Sanger from Washington. 

Return to Index 
 

13. USS Churchill Aids Panamanian Vessel 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 22 AUG 12) 

NORFOLK, Va. -- A Virginia-based Navy ship came to 
the aid of a Panamanian-flagged vessel near Yemen after its 
crew suffered a cargo-handling accident. 

The USS Winston S. Churchill responded to a distress call 
on Monday. 

The Navy says one of the Panamanian ship's crew 
members was killed in the accident and another required 
advanced medical care. The Winston S. Churchill conducted a 
medical evaluation, transporting the injured crew member by 
helicopter to a medical facility in Oman for treatment. 

The Winston S. Churchill is a guided-missile destroyer 
based at Naval Station Norfolk in Virginia. It is currently 
conducting counter-terrorism and maritime security operations 
in the Middle East. 

Broadcast Clip  - USS Churchill aids Panamanian 
vessel 

(WAVY NBC NORFOLK 22 AUG 12) Tom Schaud 
View Clip (RT: 0:31) 
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AFGHANISTAN: 
14. Afghanistan, Contradicting NATO, Blames Foreign Spies For Insider Attacks 
(NEW YORK TIMES 23 AUG 12) ... Graham Bowley and Richard A. Oppel Jr. 

KABUL, Afghanistan — Even as the Afghan government 
said on Wednesday that it would take new measures to counter 
a wave of deadly insider killings of Western troops by Afghan 
security forces, President Hamid Karzai’s office asserted for 
the first time that foreign spy agencies were behind most of 
the attacks, putting it directly at odds with NATO’s 
assessment of the crisis. 

After a special meeting of the president’s security 
advisers, Mr. Karzai’s spokesman, Aimal Faizi, said Afghan 
authorities were studying every known insider attack, also 
known as green-on-blue attacks. He said that based on 
interrogations of attackers who had been detained, and other 
evidence like letters and records of phone calls, the 
government had concluded that the main culprits in the 
killings had been put in place by intelligence services from 
neighboring countries. He did not name them, but the 
government frequently accuses Pakistan and Iran of meddling. 

“The investigation done so far shows there is infiltration 
by foreign spy agencies,” Mr. Faizi said. “There is no doubt 
there is infiltration.” 

NATO’s recent assessment, however, was that only about 
1 in 10 of the insider killings were directly linked to 
infiltration, which it describes as Taliban insurgents who pose 
as soldiers or police officers, or active Afghan service 
members who have been won over to the Taliban cause. 
Roughly 90 percent of the attacks were concluded to have 
stemmed from personal disputes, stress or cultural clashes. 

Many Western officials here, and American officials at 
the Pentagon, were surprised by the government’s assertions, 
and some privately sought to discount the spokesman’s 
remarks. 

“We don’t have indications that foreign entities are the 
locus of sponsorship for insider-attack threats,” said a senior 
Pentagon official, who spoke on condition of anonymity to 
avoid publicly differing with the Afghan president. 

The Afghan government allowed that some of the attacks 
were also motivated by outrage over actions by American 
troops, including the burning of Korans at an American base 
and the video images of Marines urinating on dead insurgents. 
But Afghan officials said that the Taliban and other insurgent 
groups were the ones mainly responsible, and that these were 
to a large extent directed by foreign countries’ intelligence 
agencies, though they did not offer specific evidence. 

A senior Pakistani security official reached by telephone 
called the insinuation “hogwash” and said that the Afghan 
government always tried to blame the Inter-Services 
Intelligence, Pakistan’s military spy agency. 

The idea that the Pakistani ISI has directly supported 
attacks in Afghanistan against American targets is not new. 
Western military and intelligence officials have long 
acknowledged the role in the Afghan conflict of the Haqqani 
network, the militant group behind several high-profile attacks 
on Western military sites, whose leaders shelter in Pakistan. 
They consider the network, a Taliban affiliate, as a strategic 
asset of Pakistan’s spy agency. 
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Though the Afghan claims of foreign involvement in 
insider attacks go beyond any evidence presented by coalition 
officials, some would not rule it out entirely. 

Col. David A. Lapan, a spokesman for the chairman of 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff, Gen. Martin E. Dempsey, said that 
General Dempsey spoke with Mr. Karzai by phone on 
Tuesday morning while both were in Afghanistan and that Mr. 
Karzai committed to working with the United States to 
examine potential causes for the attacks, including whether 
they might be the work of outside spy agencies. 

“We certainly don’t see this as the one” reason, Colonel 
Lapan said Wednesday. Nonetheless, he said, “we don’t know 
what’s causing them, and we’re looking at everything.” 

Analysts saw the Afghan assertions as being rooted in the 
need to be seen as taking more urgent measures to address the 
insider attacks, which are threatening cooperation between 
Afghan and coalition forces at a crucial time in the conflict. 

As the death toll has risen — 40 NATO service members 
have been reported killed in insider attacks this year — so has 
the pressure on Mr. Karzai. In recent days, he has received 
calls from General Dempsey and Defense Secretary Leon E. 
Panetta about the issue. 

And President Obama expressed growing concern this 
week about insider killings, saying he would personally call 
Mr. Karzai about them in the coming days. One Western 
official said that General Dempsey had brought no specific 
warning or threat of consequences to Mr. Karzai if more was 
not done. 

But an Obama administration official emphasized that the 
wave of insider attacks was seen as a significant threat to the 
American exit strategy of turning over security to Afghan 
forces. “The public reactions you’re seeing from us and the 
palace are indicative of just how concerning this is to all of 
us,” the administration official said. 

On Wednesday, Mr. Karzai appeared to respond to that 
concern by announcing measures to improve vetting of 
Afghans recruited into the security forces, although the details 
remained sketchy. 

These measures include reviewing the files of more than 
340,000 police officers and soldiers already recruited, a long-
awaited biometric database of service members and a much 
more detailed examination of their backgrounds and family 
connections. The Interior and Defense Ministries, given 
responsibility for coming up with the details, would also get 
stronger intelligence capabilities to monitor their own forces. 

But Anthony H. Cordesman, a defense expert at the 
Center for Strategic and International Studies in Washington, 
was skeptical that intensified vetting would solve the crisis. 

“There are no vetting procedures that can eliminate green-
blue attacks in a country where there are no real records, 
vetting relies heavily on tribal and local sources who care 
more about family and local politics, and where interviews 
and polygraphs present major language problems,” he said. 

Elisabeth Bumiller contributed reporting from 
Washington. 
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WHITE HOUSE: 
15. First Lady Announces New Hiring Push For Vets 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 22 AUG 12) ... Brendan Farrington and Kelli Kennedy 

NAVAL STATION MAYPORT, Fla. -- First lady 
Michelle Obama chose a naval station in the electoral 
battleground of Florida to announce Wednesday that 2,000 
businesses around the country have hired or trained more than 
125,000 military veterans and spouses in the past year, 
exceeding a White House goal of 100,000 by the end of next 
year. 

Mrs. Obama also told a crowd of Navy personnel and 
their spouses at this Jacksonville base that the same companies 
have committed to hire or train an additional 250,000 veterans 
and military spouses by 2014. That includes hiring or training 
50,000 military spouses within three years - and helping them 
keep those jobs as families move from one duty station to 
another. 

"I thought this challenge was pretty ambitious and when 
we first started out, we only had two companies as our 
partners," She said. "Soon, those two companies became 20, 
and then 200 and then 2,000 ... These 2,000 companies have 
not just met our challenge, they've exceeded it." 

Mrs. Obama said that she is repeatedly hearing from 
companies that some of their best employees are military 
veterans or their spouses, so the Joining Forces effort isn't just 
the right thing to do, it's helping companies do better. 

"They're doing this because it's the smart thing to do for 
their bottom lines," Mrs. Obama said. "These companies know 
that if you can prepare a helicopter engine in Mayport, if you 
can coordinate thousands of pounds of supplies and deliver 

them to villages across Afghanistan, then clearly you have 
what it takes for a manufacturing or a logistics job right here 
in the U.S." 

Jacksonville has a large military presence and winning 
support here fits into President Barack Obama's strategy to 
win Florida and its 29 electoral college votes - the most of any 
of the tossup states in November's election. His campaign is 
targeting the conservative area to build support where 
Republicans have usually had strong success. The timing of 
the trip also precedes next week's Republican National 
Convention in Tampa. 

The program connects companies with veterans and helps 
veterans use their military skills in the private sector. Mrs. 
Obama was joined by Vice Adm. Scott Van Buskirk, chief of 
naval personnel, who praised the project and said it is making 
a difference for people leaving the military. The 
administration is also pushing states to allow military spouses 
to transfer professional licenses from state to state to help 
them get new jobs when their spouses are transferred to a new 
base. 

In April 2011, the first lady and Jill Biden, wife of the 
vice president, launched Joining Forces to encourage 
Americans to support military families and veterans. The 
White House said the hiring push has helped to reduce 
unemployment among veterans from 8.6 percent in July 2011 
to 6.9 percent last month. 
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"This is just the beginning. We are only scratching the 
surface," Mrs. Obama said. "I won't be satisfied, nor will my 
husband, until every single veteran and military spouse who 
wants a job has one. All of you deserve nothing less." 

Labor Department statistics show the unemployment rate 
for veterans of the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan is at 8.9 
percent, above the national rate of 8.3 percent. For veterans 
under 24, the unemployment rate was 19.9 percent in July. 

Mrs. Obama also stopped in South Florida later 
Wednesday to encourage local volunteers to register just one 
more neighbor or friend to vote for Obama because those 
grass-roots efforts clinched the 2008 election, she said. 

Obama thanked volunteers for giving their time, 
acknowledging their lives are busy, but reminding them that 
knocking on doors and answering phones could make the 
difference in a key battleground state. 

"This election will be even closer than the last one. This 
election like so many others could come down to those last 
few thousand votes, especially in states like Florida," she told 
an exuberant crowd of about 2,500 packed into a hot Fort 
Lauderdale auditorium. 

She told volunteers to remind undecided voters that her 
husband cut taxes for small businesses, closed the gap in 
prescription drug coverage for seniors known as "the doughnut 

hole." She said they should also remind voters that he ordered 
the killing of Osama bin Laden. 

Mrs. Obama aimed her appeal to middle-class supporters, 
recalling her father's job as a pump operator to remind them 
that she and the president understand the importance of 
rewarding hard work and giving everyone an equal 
opportunity. 

"When it comes time to stand up for the middle 
class...who's going to have your back?" said Mrs. Obama. She 
spent nearly 20 minutes talking with volunteers in the crowd 
after her speech. 

Rep. Debbie Wasserman Schultz, a congresswoman from 
South Florida and chair of the Democratic National 
Committee, also spoke at the event, warning seniors that 
Republican presidential nominee Mitt Romney and running 
mate Paul Ryan's budget "would end Medicare as we know it." 

Broadcast Clip - First Lady Michelle Obama - Jobs 
for Vets 

(FLORIDA TIMES-UNION 22 AUG 12) Bob Mack 
First Lady Michelle Obama visited Mayport Naval 

Station to talk about progress in the Joining Forces jobs 
program for veterans. After surpassing the goal of 100,000 
jobs in the first year, a new goal of 250,000 jobs has been set. 

View Clip (RT: 1:28) 
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HOMECOMING: 
16. USS Cape St. George Returns To San Diego 
Ship Coordinated Air Defense Missions While In Middle East 
(KGTV ABC SAN DIEGO 22 AUG 12) ... Melissa Mecija 

SAN DIEGO -- The USS Cape St. George returned to 
port in San Diego Wednesday following a deployment that 
took the guided-missile cruiser around the world. 

The vessel departed last December and operated with the 
battle group led by the aircraft carrier USS Abraham Lincoln, 
then based in Everett, Wash. 

In February, amid heightened tensions over Western 
economic sanctions against Iran imposed in an effort to wean 
it from its nuclear program, the ships passed unscathed 
through the Strait of Hormuz, a narrow opening that leads 
from the Gulf of Oman to the Persian Gulf. 

At the time the Cape St. George and the Abraham Lincoln 
passed through the strait, Iran was threatening to close it to 
disrupt crude oil deliveries. An Iranian patrol boat reportedly 
came within two miles of the U.S. warships but did not engage 
the Americans. 

When the Lincoln completed its deployment, it sailed to 
its new base at Norfolk, leading to the 567-foot-long Cape St. 
George's global circuit. The vessel also passed through the 
Suez and Panama canals on the way home. 

Several of those dockside also traveled long distance to 
greet the Sailors. 

A mother of a Sailor from Jacksonville, Fla. told 10News 
she planned to surprise her son after telling him she couldn't 
come because of work and lack of funds. 

"My daughter-in-law bought the tickets, we've been 
plotting against him for a month now," Darlene Brown said. 
"He's been calling me. I'm like 'No, I can't come, I want to, but 
I can't.'" 

Nick Bjoring, who met his 1-month-old daughter, Annika, 
for the first time, said, "Wonderful, I can't even describe it." 

Jenny Donohue plastered her grandson, Ethan Daly 
Smith, with kisses once he disembarked. 

"I'm so proud of you," Donohue said. 
While at sea, the ship coordinated air defense missions. 

The Navy said the vessel and its crew of around 400 traveled 
70,000 nautical miles during its deployment. 

The Cape St. George is named for a World War II battle 
in which U.S. Navy destroyers defeated a Japanese destroyer 
force. 

View Clip (RT: 2:10) 
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SUBMARINES: 
17. U.S. Navy: $450M To Fix Fire-Damaged Submarine 
(DEFENSE NEWS 22 AUG 12) ... Christopher P. Cavas 

The submarine Miami, heavily damaged by an arsonist in 
May while drydocked at Portsmouth Naval Shipyard, will cost 

about $450 million to fix and put back into service, the U.S. 
Navy said Wednesday. 
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The figure is about $50 million higher than the initial 
repair estimates, and the service admits it could change as 
much as an additional $45 million, or 10 percent. 

The fire struck the nuclear-powered submarine shortly 
after the daytime work shift ended on May 23 at the shipyard 
in Kittery, Maine, and fire teams from as far away as Boston 
and Connecticut battled the blaze throughout the night and 
into the next morning. 

The blaze was confined to the forward areas of the 
submarine and did not affect the reactor, the Navy said. But 
temperatures inside the forward hull reached extreme levels 
and the lower portions of the bow section were flooded by 
firefighters. 

The fire heavily damaged or destroyed the submarine’s 
control room, combat systems and torpedo room. 

Casey James Fury, a civilian worker at the shipyard, is 
accused of setting the fire and of lighting a smaller fire outside 
the submarine on June 16. He remains in jail, awaiting trial. 

Two investigations into the fire continue, and 
investigators are to issue their reports in September. 

The 22-year-old Miami was, at the time of the fire, about 
two months into a planned 20-month overhaul at the shipyard. 
The Navy had planned to decommission the ship in 2020 after 
30 years of service, but if the fire repairs are completed at the 
end of April 2015, it is expected to serve another decade, or 
enough for five full-length deployments. 

Funding for the repairs is to come in several increments. 
The service is asking to reprogram $100 million now to begin 
planning work, and is asking for $150 million in the 2013 
budget. 

Here is the full Navy statement on the cost of the repairs, 
released Aug. 22 by the Naval Sea Systems Command: 

“The Navy’s revised cost estimate to restore USS Miami 
(SSN 755) is approximately $450 million, with an estimated 
date of completion for the repairs of April 30, 2015. The 
estimate includes 10 percent variability due to the unique 
nature of the repair and the cost impacts of shifting the 
planned maintenance availabilities of other ships and 
submarines. 

“Navy is committed to delivering the submarine back to 
the fleet with no operational limitations. Once returned to 
service, Miami will serve for an additional 10 years with five 
planned full-length deployments, ready to respond to any 
combatant commander tasking. 

“The resources and workforce to support the repair effort 
are expected to come from the Portsmouth Naval shipyard, 
private sector, as well as the local New Hampshire and Maine 
trades workforce. 

“The Navy expects to award an advanced planning 
contract in September to support engineering efforts to guide 
the accomplishment of repairs and procure repair material, 
followed by the repair contract in late spring 2013. 

“Since June, the Navy has continued its engineered 
overhaul work in areas unaffected by the May 23 fire; 
cleaning and ripping out areas affected by fire and water 
damage; completing the technical assessment of the damage; 
developing a strategy for completing repair; and refining the 
cost estimate. 

“A lessons-learned oversight board composed of three-
star flag officers from Naval Sea Systems Command, 
Commander Naval Installations Command and Commander 
Submarine Forces was formed in July 2012 to ensure that all 
valuable issues and lessons are identified and corrective 
actions are developed.” 
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AVIATION: 
18. Marines To Start F-35 Training At Florida Air Base 
(REUTERS 22 AUG 12) ... Andrea Shalal-Esa 

WASHINGTON -- U.S. Marine Corps pilots will soon 
begin training flights on the F-35 Joint Strike Fighter at a 
Florida air base, underscoring the service's confidence in the 
new radar-evading fighter jet, two people familiar with the 
plans said. 

Lockheed Martin Corp has delivered 10 F-35B model jets 
-- which can take off from shorter runways and land like a 
helicopter -- to Eglin Air Force Base in the Florida panhandle. 

Test pilots began preliminary orientation flights of the F-
35B at the air base in May and have completed nearly 200 
flights to date, but the flights been limited in their scope and 
speed. For instance, they have not yet been able to conduct 
vertical landings at the air base. 

Up to now, training of future pilots for the F-35B model 
has been confined to simulators and the classroom. The 
military needs to train a cadre of pilots and maintainers to fly 
and repair the jets before it can start using them for operations. 

The decision to move ahead with formal training flights 
will allow future F-35B pilots -- most of whom are already 
highly trained to fly other aircraft -- to take to the skies, 
according to the sources, who were not authorized to speak 
publicly. 

The Marine Corps' decision to proceed with training 
flights amounts to a vote of confidence in the embattled F-35 
fighter program, which has been restructured three times in 
recent years, slowing production and delaying the plane's 
operational use. 

Marine Corps leaders, increasingly concerned about 
replacing their current fleet of aging fighters, decided to skip 
the formal evaluation of the plane's operational utility that the 
Air Force is completing before proceeding with its own pilot 
training flights at the base. 

"The Marines are determined to get this plane into the 
field as soon as it can be safely accomplished. They don't want 
to be slowed down by bureaucratic obstacles," said Loren 
Thompson, chief operating officer of the Lexington Institute 
think tank. 

The Marine Corps has a more urgent need for the F-35 
Joint Strike Fighter given the advanced age of its Harrier jump 
jets and older-model Boeing Co F/A-18 fighters, he said, 
adding, "They really need a new plane in the field." 

Air Force and Marine Corps F-35 pilot training was 
initially slated to begin about a year ago, but was delayed by 
the Pentagon after its chief tester, Michael Gilmore, raised 
concerns about the maturity of the new plane and its software. 
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Gilmore, the Pentagon's director of operational test and 
evaluation, declined to comment on Wednesday on the Marine 
Corps' decision to skip the operational utility evaluation, 
according to his spokeswoman. 

Lockheed is developing the multirole stealth F-35 for the 
U.S. military and eight international partners at a projected 
cost of around $396 billion. 

Britain's BAE Systems is a key contractor on the project. 
Other subcontractors include Northrop Grumman Corp and 
United Technologies Corp. 

The Marines are likely to be the first of the U.S. military 
services to declare them ready for "initial operational 
capability" because they do not plan to wait for more 
sophisticated software upgrades required by the other services. 

The Navy's F-35C or carrier variant of the new fighter jet 
also recently completed testing of a redesigned arresting hook 
at a facility in Lakehurst, New Jersey. 

One source familiar with the tests said they had proven 
largely successful, although there was still more work needed 
to ensure the jet could safely land on an aircraft carrier. 
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19. U.S. Gives Up Osprey Landing Drills In Hawaii Amid Local Opposition 
(KYODO NEWS 23 AUG 12) 

WASHINGTON -- The U.S. Marines have given up a 
plan to conduct landing drills for the MV-22 Osprey at two 
airports in Hawaii in the face of local people's concerns over 
noise and the impact on nearby historical sites, sources close 
to the matter said Wednesday. 

According to a document related to the U.S. military's 
environment assessment report, the two airports are Kalaupapa 
Airport on Molokai Island and Upolu Airport on Hawaii 
Island. 

The decision is expected to prompt residents in Japan's 
Okinawa Prefecture to call on the United States to pay similar 
attention to the planned deployment of the Osprey at the U.S. 
Marines' Futenma Air Station there, which also faces strong 
local opposition. 

People in the prefecture have pointed out that the 
deployment of the Osprey could not only cause noise pollution 
but put the lives of local residents at risk. 

The U.S. Marines, who are scheduled to station 24 Osprey 
aircraft at the Kaneohe Bay Air Station in Hawaii by 2018, 
asked local residents to express their views on the deployment. 

Many argued that Osprey flights would increase noise and 
disturb wild animals around the two airports and that the 
strong turbulence created by the aircraft could damage 
valuable ruins in the vicinity. 

As a result, the Marines have opted not to use Kalaupapa 
Airport and have decided that Upolu Airport should only be 
used for landing drills in emergency situations, including bad 
weather. 

Meanwhile, the document related to the environment 
assessment report stipulates that the facilities at the Kaneohe 
Bay Air Station need to be improved before the Osprey 
deployment. 

Flight drills of the Osprey -- which takes off and lands 
like a helicopter, but cruises like a fixed-wing airplane -- have 
also been put off indefinitely in New Mexico due to 
opposition by local residents. 
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20. Pentagon Signs Off On Presidential Helo Plan 
(AVIATION WEEK 23 AUG 12) ... Michael Fabey 

The Pentagon recently agreed to a broad U.S. Navy plan 
to develop and buy presidential replacement helicopters, but 
some defense analysts say the program is still dragging. 

The U.S. Navy in May proposed a conceptual acquisition 
strategy to the Pentagon “that would use mature technology to 
satisfy user requirements,” says Navy Capt. Catherine 
Mueller. 

While the strategy still is “being refined in preparation for 
acquisition milestones and procurement activities,” Mueller 
says, the Pentagon signed an acquisition decision memo 
earlier this month that broadly outlines some technology needs 
and a timeline. “At the earliest, we are eight years away from 
when a new helicopter could replace the current fleet,” she 
says. 

She acknowledges, “The current helicopters will turn 40 
years old in the next several years and operating and 
maintaining older, unique aircraft will cost more than 
procuring new ones.” 

But, she says, “Overall, we are developing an acquisition 
strategy for the presidential helicopter replacement program 
that emphasizes affordability, cost control and risk reduction 
in balance with system performance prior to award of major 
contracts.” 

Some question the approach and the program 
procurement so far. “The presidential helicopter program has 
become a case study in political posturing,” says Loren 
Thompson, defense analyst for the Lexington Institute. 
“Anybody who has seen the president’s security detail knows 
that affordability is not the top priority. Security and 
functionality should be the driving values.” 

Program officials say they are trying to develop the best 
aircraft for the job. The Navy developed the aircraft’s initial 
capabilities document after the completion of an analysis of 
alternatives and the service will start to build the staff needed 
to put together a new capabilities development document 
(CDD). 

“Both documents reflect comprehensive requirements 
revisions that can be achieved in a follow-on, new program,” 
Mueller says. 

The next major decision event for the program will be the 
approval of the CDD by the Joint Requirements Oversight 
Council (JROC), expected to occur in 2013. 

An independent cost estimate, based on the approved 
CDD, will be prepared to support the pre-engineering and 
manufacturing development defense acquisition board review 
that will precede release of a request for bids from industry. 
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The Navy preciously chose the Lockheed Martin/ 
AgustaWestland VH-71 as a presidential helicopter 

replacement, but that program was shelved in 2009. 
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CONGRESS / BUDGET: 
21. CBO Projects Defense Spending Under Sequestration; Warns of Recession 
(DEFENSE NEWS 22 AUG 12) ... Marcus Weisgerber 

The United States could slip into a recession if Congress 
fails to modify planned spending cuts and tax increases set to 
start next year, the nonpartisan Congressional Budget Office 
(CBO) projects in a new report. 

As for the military budget, CBO provides projections 
assuming that military spending cuts totaling nearly $500 
billion over the next decade — mandated by the Budget 
Control Act of 2011 — go into effect. 

With the so-called sequestration cuts, CBO projects a 
$547 billion baseline defense budget in 2013, $509 billion in 
2014, $508 billion in 2015, $520 billion in 2016 and $526 
billion in 2017. 

“These figures are a bit suspect to us, as CBO doesn’t say 
whether it has included Military Personnel [MilPers] in the 
reduction or, as [the Office of Management and Budget] has 

stated, excluded MilPers,” Byron Callan, an analyst with 
Capital Alpha Partners, wrote in an Aug. 22 note to investors. 

“If MilPers is excluded, we would expect a slightly lower 
rate of change in [2013], a similar rate of change in [2014] and 
another modest decline in [2015] in defense outlays. This is 
because of longer spend-out rates in Procurement, [research, 
development, test and evaluation], and [operations and 
maintenance] categories.” 

Without sequestration cuts, CBO projects defense 
spending at $571 billion, $560 billion, $561 billion, $574 
billion and $581 billion across that same five-year period. 

So-called sequestration would not impact war spending, 
so that funding is projected out as increasing over the 10-year 
period reviewed by CBO, despite the fact that those accounts 
will likely decrease and disappear as the U.S. ends combat 
operations in Afghanistan. 
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22. Report Details Which States Have Most To Lose Under Sequestration 
(DEFENSE NEWS 22 AUG 12) ... Sarah Chacko 

Virginia, California and Texas stand to lose the most 
money in defense contracts under across-the-board budget cuts 
scheduled to take effect Jan. 2, a new report shows. 

Small and minority-owned businesses also stand to lose 
billions of dollars in defense contracts under the reductions, 
known as sequestration, according to reports posted this week 
by the nonprofit Center for Security Policy. 

The reports compare defense spending in 2011 to two 
potential budget cuts: a 9 percent reduction that the president 
proposed for the 2013-2021 defense budget and an 18 percent 
reduction that would occur under sequestration. 

For example, companies in Virginia earned $54.8 billion 
in government contracts in 2011, the nationwide report shows. 
A 9 percent budget cut would reduce contract spending in the 

state by nearly $5 billion, and an 18 percent budget cut would 
reduce spending by close to $10 billion, the report shows. 

In another example, minority-owned businesses, which 
earned $33 billion in federal contracts last year, would lose 
nearly $3 billion under a 9 percent reduction and nearly $6 
billion under sequestration, the report shows. 

The Center for Security Policy published the reports for 
the Coalition for the Common Defense, which is made up of 
several retired military officials as well as groups including 
the Lexington Institute, Heritage Foundation and Center for 
Military Readiness. 

The Center for Security Policy also published 
congressional district reports that show the 2011 defense 
contracts in each congressional district. 
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TECHNOLOGY: 
23. U.S. Marines Test Robot Trucks Within Manned Convoys 
(DEFENSE NEWS 22 AUG 12) ... Marcus Weisgerber 

The U.S. Marine Corps has finished an experiment that 
mixed robotic trucks within manned convoys and could 
eventually pave the way for expanded use of this type of 
technology. 

Known as the Cargo Unmanned Ground Vehicle (Cargo 
UGV) program, Oshkosh Defense installed its TerraMax 
technology into two vehicles. The goal was to determine if and 
how unmanned trucks could operate alongside manned 
vehicles in a convoy. Numerous deaths caused by attacks on 
manned convoys prompted the idea for the program. 

“If we could take Marines out of those logistics vehicles 
and autonomize them, one, you reduce the amount of 

casualties you have; and two, you have more Marines to put in 
different places and to do different missions,” Capt. Warren 
Watts, a logistics officer who oversaw the project, said earlier 
this month at an Association for Unmanned Vehicle Systems 
International conference in Las Vegas. “It becomes a logistics 
multiplier and a force multiplier.” 

The Marines and Oshkosh conducted three “limited 
technical assessments,” at Fort Pickett, Va.; Gascola, Pa.; and 
Eglin Air Force Base, Fla. 

During the final experiment, the Marines operated two 
autonomous vehicles and a command-and-control vehicle 
within a manned convoy. 
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“Overall, the results were very positive,” Watts said, 
noting the system was “user friendly” and “could actually do 
what it was supposed to do.” 

The autonomous trucks were able to stay on the road, 
avoid obstacles, stay in lanes, maintain speed and “not drive 
exactly like a human being, but as close as a robot could 
possibly be at this point in time with the technology that we 
have,” Watts said. 

The testers learned the command-and-control system, if 
mounted on other types of trucks, could allow a Marine to 
control three to five vehicles at once. 

Electronic sensors installed on the unmanned vehicle 
create a virtual picture of the world around the truck, 
according to Oshkosh officials. Should a person or animal run 
in front of the truck, the brakes are applied. 

During the Marine Corps tests, the trucks cruised at a top 
speed of 35 miles per hour. 

The system is designed to be installed on any tactical 
wheeled vehicle without taking away from the truck’s cargo 
space, according to Oshkosh officials. The goal is to have a 
nonobtrusive design, so the vehicle could be driven by a 
human or unmanned. 

Oshkosh installed the TerraMax prototype system used on 
the trucks within a couple of weeks, company officials said. 
Even though the system performed well in testing, the 
military’s use of this technology is unclear at this point. 

“Obviously, we’d like to continue on with the technology 
to see where it would go,” Watts said. “As of right now, we’re 
unsure where we’re going to go with it.” 

While there is no formal program of record for this type 
of system, there has been interest within the Marine Corps, he 
said. 

Oshkosh officials said the technology could be applied to 
any of the company’s vehicles. 
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INFRASTRUCTURE / INSTALLATIONS: 
24. Corps Of Engineers Issues Final Permit For Navy Wharf 
(KITSAP (WA) SUN 22 AUG 12) 

BANGOR — The Navy can start building a second 
explosives handling wharf at Naval Base Kitsap-Bangor. 

The Army Corps of Engineers issued the final permit 
needed for the $715 million project Tuesday, it announced 
Wednesday. The wharf will be used to load and unload 
ballistic missiles from Trident submarines. 

Work is expected to begin in early September and be 
completed by January 2016. 

"I have determined, based on all the data and analysis 
available to the Corps, that the proposal is the least 
environmentally damaging practicable alternative available to 
the applicant and is not contrary to the public interest," said 
Col. Bruce Estok, the Corps' Seattle District commander. 

The existing wharf needs frequent maintenance and is 
undergoing pile replacement that limits its availability to 200 
days a year. That's not enough to support the base's eight 
Trident ballistic-missile submarines, which can each carry 24 
missiles, the Navy says. 

The project includes a 625-foot by 250-foot overwater 
wharf, a 688-foot by 40-foot warping wharf for a waiting sub, 
80,000 square feet of trestled roads on which trucks can haul 
missiles to and from the boats, and an access road. The facility 
will cover 6.3 acres of Hood Canal and require up to 1,250 
piles. 

The Navy in May selected a Virginia joint venture 
comprising Skanska USA Civil, American Bridge and Nova 
Group to perform $331 million of the work. 

In July, the Navy said it agreed to pay nearly $9 million 
for fish and shellfish enhancement projects to compensate 
Indian tribes for damages from the wharf's construction and 
operation. It will also contribute more than $6.9 million 
toward environmental mitigation through the Hood Canal 
Coordinating Council. The council is in the process of 
choosing the projects. 

The Environmental Impact Statement can be viewed at 
www.nbkeis.com/ehw/.  
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25. Navy To Renovate Historic Enlisted Quarters In Norfolk 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 22 AUG 12) 

NORFOLK -- The Navy says it will renovate four historic 
bachelor enlisted quarters at Norfolk Naval Station. 

Naval Facilities Engineering Command Mid-Atlantic said 
it has awarded a $16.5 million contract for a total renovation 
and reconfiguration of the four buildings. The buildings were 
built in the 1940s. 

The Navy says the newly designed interior will be a series 
of small apartment-style spaces complete with a kitchenette 

and an open floor plan that will be shared by two Sailors. It 
replaces rooms with up to four beds with a community shower 
and restroom located elsewhere on the same floor. 

The individual rooms will also be heated and cooled with 
high efficiency water source heat pumps. 

The renovation is expected to be complete in early 2014. 
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OUTREACH: 
26. Navy Band Livens Up Lunch Hour Downtown 
(TOLEDO BLADE 23 AUG 12) ... Jennifer Feehan 

Toledo attorney John Thebes was working in his 10th 
floor office in the PNC Bank Building Wednesday when the 
sounds of a live band lured him outside to Levis Square. 

Belting out songs by Adele, Bruno Mars, Bryan Adams, 
and Toto, the band, he said, sounded good, but he took a 
double-take when he saw the musicians were all in Sailor 
whites. 

"When you go into clubs and a band's playing, they're not 
dressed like U.S. military," said Mr. Thebes, whose late father 
was a Navy veteran. "If you close your eyes and just listen, 
you'd have no idea." 

Horizon — a unit of the Chicago-based Navy Band Great 
Lakes — performed a lively set of Top 40, rock, Motown, and 
country songs downtown over the lunch hour as part of Navy 
Week. 

Several of those enjoying the music said they came 
downtown for the concert after reading about it in the 
newspaper. 

Toledoan Richard Wahl said his brother had seen the 
same band perform in Norfolk and recommended he go see 
them. He said he is "retired Air Force" but appreciated the 
Navy sound. 

"It's great," he said, looking over the crowd. "People have 
been coming and going." 

Musician 3rd Class Michelle Werner, who did most of the 
singing for the otherwise all-male band, said the group plays at 
free community events, military appreciation days, sporting 
events, fairs, festivals, and recruiting drives at high schools, 
not to mention official Navy events. 

Band members play music full-time for the Navy. 
"It's why I joined," Ms. Werner, a Norfolk native, said. "I 

don't think I would've joined for any other reason." 
Bonnie Smith of Perrysburg was enjoying the free 

entertainment with three co-workers from the Robinson, 
Curphey & Connell law firm. 

"I think they're great," she said of the Navy band. "It's a 
nice treat for the lunch hour." 

As part of Navy Week, five vessels — U.S. and Canadian 
frigates, a Navy patrol boat, a Coast Guard ice-breaking tug, 
and the rebuilt War of 1812 brig Niagara — are to sail into 
Toledo this afternoon to kick off a long weekend of tours and 
activities. It is part of a six-city U.S. tour, plus several stops in 
Canada, timed to commemorate the War of 1812's 
bicentennial as well as to promote the modern Navy. 

At the Toledo-Lucas County Public Library, local 
veterans from all branches and eras of the Armed Forces are 
invited to share their stories in audiotaped conversations as 
part of the library's ongoing oral history project. 

Veterans either may drop into the Main Library, 325 
Michigan St., between 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. Friday and Saturday 
or reserve a time slot by calling 419-259-5233. 

The library also is hosting a display of ship models from 
the Western Lake Erie Historical Society beginning Friday 
and running through Sept. 8. A traveling exhibit called 
"1812," which was produced by the Canadian War Museum, 
also is on view through Saturday at the Main Library. 

A family day is planned for 1:30 to 5 p.m. Saturday at the 
library with a War of 1812 equipment demonstration, an 1812 
style show at 1:30 p.m., and activities and crafts for children. 

View Gallery: Navy Band Plays Levis Square (6 Photos) 
Navy Band Rocks Downtown Toledo 
(WNW0 NBC TOLEDO 22 AUG 12) Michael Woodward 
As a part of Navy Week Toldeo, a Navy band rocks out in 

Levis Square in downtown Toldeo. 
Playing songs from Ray Charles to Jack Johnson, this 

Navy band called Horizon, has stopped in Toledo. 
Partnered with the Marines and some of Canada's Navy, 

the band is commemorating the War of 1812. 
Horizon, an eight member band, is a part of an orchestra, 

which is playing in downtown Toldeo tomorrow. 
Today, Horizon played more popular music, whereas 

tomorrow, the orchestra will play more classical music, with 
some pop music. 

The band tours around the region every summer. 
Michelle Werner, MU3, Musician Third Class, 

commented about the band. 
"We tour around and perform at Navy weeks and 

airshows, so that basically the Navy presense is in 
communities that do not typically see Sailors every day." 

View Clip (RT: 1:39) 
The U.S. Navy Comes Aboard At Mercy Children's 

Hospital 
(WNW0 NBC TOLEDO 22 AUG 12) Tim Wening 
Toledo’s Navy Week made a stop at Mercy Children’s 

Hospital today. Twelve Sailors with the U.S. Navy stopped by 
to visit some of the sick kids and hand out a few gifts.  

Lt. Lynn Valverde of the U.S. Navy says “It’s really good 
for the Sailors to get out and do something other than Navy 
work and do a little community outreach.” The Sailors spent 
time with the kids talking about the Navy and what they do 
and found some time to play a few games. 

They also brought gifts for all of the small patients 
including navy hats and baseballs.  Navy week is in Toledo to 
commemorate the Bicentennial of the War of 1812. For more 
information on Navy Week go to 
www.navyweek.org/toledo2012. 

View Clip (RT: 0:35) 
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27. U.S. Navy Frigate Crew Enjoys Brief Stop In Detroit While Ship Refuels 
(DETROIT FREE PRESS 22 AUG 12) ... Peggy Walsh-Sarnecki 

The USS De Wert made a quick, unofficial stop in Detroit 
tonight, where the crew enjoyed a picnic of burgers in the 
parking lot near the old Boblo boat docks. 

A Marine band played jazz, and portable basketball hoops 
were being assembled for a pickup game. 

The U.S. Navy frigate will be back next month for 
Detroit’s Navy Week and a celebration of the War of 1812 
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Bicentennial, Sept. 4-10. Today’s visit was an overnight stop 
to refuel on the way to Toledo next week and Cleveland the 
week after for those cities’ Navy weeks. 

Ensign Edward Enberg was looking forward to Detroit. 
The Bloomfield Hills native wanted to show off the ship to his 
family. 

“I wasn’t expecting to go to the Great Lakes, and I think 
it’s awesome,” Enberg said. 

A frigate such as the De Wert is the largest Navy ship that 
can get into the Great Lakes through the St. Lawrence 
Seaway, said Lt. Commander Ron Flesvig, public information 
officer for the tour. Much larger lake freighters go through the 
locks all the time, but the Navy ships draw much deeper under 
the water than the lake freighters. 

The De Wert draws 25 feet, and the locks are only 26 feet 
deep in some places. The ship carries little fuel to help it ride 
higher. 

The Navy even had to cut 10 feet off the top of the De 
Wert’s mast to get it under the Great Lakes bridges, Flesvig 
said. 

The De Wert’s missions for the last five years have been 
counter-piracy operations around the Horn of Africa and 
counter-narcotics and terrorism in the Caribbean and Pacific, 
said Commander Joe Thomas. The ship is obviously made for 
battle, not pleasure; it’s tall, forbidding sides have few 
windows. There’s a helicopter pad on the stern and the top 
deck holds the ship’s weapons. The 10-port Great Lakes tour 
has been a change of pace for the crew. 

“We’ve been getting great response,” Thomas said. 
“When we talk about Sailors of 1812, we’re talking about the 
Sailors of today.” 

The tour lets the public put a face on the Navy and gives 
the Sailors a boost, Thomas said. 

“My young Sailors are always happy to show off their 
ship,” Thomas said. 
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28. Navy Departure Doesn't End Air Show Tradition 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 22 AUG 12) ... David Sharp 

BRUNSWICK, Maine—The civilian operator of the 
former Brunswick Naval Air Station must be gluttons for 
punishment. It's in the second year of a three-year run of the 
Great State of Maine Air Show. 

Air shows require a ton of work: Six months of detailed 
planning with complicated logistics, VIPs, vendors, hundreds 
of volunteers and all manner of aircraft. 

The last time it was held three years in a row was in the 
1990s, when the Navy was in charge. 

Suzanne Krauss is a former Navy pilot who now serves as 
operations coordinator at Brunswick Executive Airport. She 
says the Midcoast Regional Redevelopment Authority aims to 
keep the air show tradition alive. 

The show kicks off with event Friday night, followed by 
two full days of flying Saturday and Sunday. 
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BOOKS: 
29. Book On Bin Laden Raid Coming Out Sept. 11 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 22 AUG 12) ... Hillel Italie and Lolita C. Baldor 

WASHINGTON -- A member of the U.S. Navy SEAL 
team that killed Osama bin Laden has written a firsthand 
account of the operation, triggering more questions about the 
possible public release of classified information involving the 
historic assault of the terror leader's compound in Pakistan. 

U.S. military officials say they do not believe the book 
has been read or cleared by the Defense Department, which 
reviews publications by military members to make sure that no 
classified material is revealed. 

The book, titled "No Easy Day" and scheduled to be 
released next month on the 11th anniversary of the Sept. 11 
terrorist attacks, comes amid a heated debate over whether 
members of the military - both active duty and retired - should 
engage in political battles. 

"I haven't read the book and am unaware that anyone in 
the Department has reviewed it," said Pentagon press secretary 
George Little. White House and CIA officials also said the 
book had not been reviewed by their agencies. 

The book announcement comes just as a group of retired 
special operations and CIA officers have launched a campaign 
accusing President Barack Obama of revealing classified 
details of the mission and turning the killing of bin Laden into 
a campaign centerpiece. The group complains that Obama has 
taken too much credit for the operation. 

Their public complaints drew a rebuke from Gen. Martin 
Dempsey, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, as well as 
other special operations forces, who called the partisan 
criticism unprofessional. 

Dempsey said that such public political involvement by 
members of armed services erodes public confidence and trust 
in the military. 

The author of the upcoming bin Laden book, who has left 
the military, is using the pseudonym Mark Owen. And in a 
news release from publisher Dutton, an imprint of Penguin 
Group (USA), Owen describes the book as an effort to "set the 
record straight about one of the most important missions in 
U.S. military history." 

He said the book is about "the guys" and the sacrifices 
that the special operations forces make to do the job and is 
written in the hope that it will inspire young men to become 
SEALs. 

If the book sticks to his personal thoughts about the job 
and the mission, Owen may be in the clear. But often special 
operations forces must sign nondisclosure agreements. And 
they are not allowed to release classified information, such as 
intelligence data or military tactics and procedures used to 
ensure success of the May 2011 raid. 
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Christine Ball, a spokeswoman for Dutton, said the work 
was vetted by a former special operations attorney provided by 
the author. 

"He vetted it for tactical, technical and procedural 
information as well as information that could be considered 
classified by compilation and found it to be without risk to 
national security," Ball said. 

Defense Department spokesman Lt. Col. James Gregory 
said that if the book reveals classified information about the 
raid, the Pentagon would "defer to the Department of Justice." 

According to Pentagon regulations, retired personnel, 
former employees and non-active duty members of the 
Reserves "shall use the DoD security review process to ensure 
that information they submit for public release does not 
compromise national security." 

The CIA also could weigh in because the agency ran the 
secret bin Laden mission. 

If there is classified information in the book, the former 
SEAL could face criminal charges. And even if he donates the 
money to charity, for instance, that is unlikely to prevent the 
Justice Department from suing to collect any future book 
proceeds. 

Earlier this year, a federal judge ruled a CIA whistle-
blower had to forfeit future money he earned from a scathing 
book he wrote about the spy agency after he failed to get 
approval from his former employer before publication. 

The CIA accused the officer of breaking his secrecy 
agreement with the U.S. The former officer, who worked deep 
undercover, published the book in July 2008 using the 
pseudonym Ishmael Jones. 

The CIA said his book, "The Human Factor: Inside the 
CIA's Dysfunctional Intelligence Culture," was submitted to 
the agency's publications review board under a secrecy 
agreement that covers books written by former employees. But 
Jones, who published the book before the review process was 
completed, said it contained no classified information. 

In 2010, the Defense Department claimed a former Army 
intelligence officer's war memoir threatened national security. 
The Pentagon paid $47,000 to destroy 9,500 copies of the 
book, called "Operation Dark Heart: Spycraft and Special Ops 
on the Frontlines of Afghanistan - and the Path to Victory." 

The book was written by Anthony Shaffer, whose lawyer 
said the Army Reserve cleared the manuscript beforehand but 
the Defense Department later rescinded the approval, claiming 
the text contained classified information. 

Shaffer and the publisher agreed to remove the material. 
Dutton, which announced the book's pending release 

Wednesday, is planning a major first print run of 300,000 
copies, Ball said. The co-author, journalist Kevin Maurer, has 
worked on four previous books. 

Associated Press writers Ted Bridis, Kimberly Dozier and 
Adam Goldman contributed to this report. Italie reported from 
New York. 
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COMMENTARY: 
30. A Time To Redesign Government 
(WASHINGTON POST 23 AUG 12) ... Michèle A. Flournoy 

As the United States peers into the abyss beyond the 
“fiscal cliff,” we must come to terms with a sobering reality: 
Even if Congress manages to take last-minute action to avoid 
a “Thelma and Louise” moment for the country, the road 
ahead could still lead to catastrophe if we fail to navigate well. 
Unfortunately, if our past behavior is any guide, we risk taking 
several wrong turns. 

The first would be to try to solve our deficit problem only 
through spending cuts and without raising revenue. This could 
lead to draconian cuts in federal spending that would create 
real risks for the safety and security of Americans. Deep cuts 
could, for example, lead to an air-traffic control system that 
lacks enough controllers, counterterrorism teams without 
enough FBI agents and intelligence support, and possibly 
having troops deploy to Afghanistan without the readiness or 
capabilities they need. In most American households, where 
pragmatism and financial discipline typically trump 
ideological discipline, the common-sense solution would be to 
try to bring in more money while also tightening our belts. 

The second wrong move would be making deep cuts in 
government spending without fundamentally rethinking and 
transforming how government does business. While the 
federal government has a dedicated workforce that provides a 
number of essential functions and services to taxpayers, no 
one would argue that it is a model of efficiency or 
effectiveness. Indeed, many federal agencies and their core 
business practices were designed in the 1950s and 1960s. 
Even agencies that have gone through periods of reinvention 

remain years behind the private sector in terms of performance 
and efficiency. 

In the past decade, the most competitive and successful 
U.S. companies have fundamentally transformed how they do 
business. They have adopted new strategies to cope with a 
more complex, dynamic and uncertain environment. Many 
have gone through a process of “delayering” to streamline and 
empower their organizations. They have leveraged new 
information technologies to enhance performance, agility and 
competitiveness while reducing cost. And they have made 
strategic investments in human capital and talent management 
to improve performance and foster the next generation of 
leaders. 

While some federal agencies have made good-faith 
attempts to become more efficient, most still carry the dead 
weight of unnecessary overhead, outmoded business 
processes, infrastructure that is no longer aligned to their 
mission, and underperforming organizational structures. 

The obvious and critical question is: Why? 
One reason is that when budgets are on the rise — as they 

have been for the past decade — the focus tends to be on 
growth, not efficiency. It’s about doing more rather than doing 
more with less. 

Second, federal agencies typically lack the expertise and 
experience to transform themselves into more effective and 
affordable enterprises. They often need outside help to assess 
their strengths and weaknesses, identify the most important 
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avenues for change, and design and implement initiatives that 
will achieve results.  

Third, change is hard — and it is often threatening. One 
person’s efficiency can break another person’s rice bowl. The 
old ways are often deeply entrenched, preserved by powerful 
political constituencies that are resistant to change. Whether it 
is right-sizing the Defense Department’s bloated infrastructure 
to enable greater investment in war-fighting capabilities or 
streamlining a federal agency to be more agile and responsive 
to citizens’ needs, someone somewhere is liable to feel 
disadvantaged by the change and to protest to his or her 
representatives in Congress. 

Which brings me to the third wrong turn we could take: 
failing to rise above parochial concerns to seize what is, in 

fact, a once-in-a-generation opportunity for our country as a 
whole — an opportunity to redesign the federal government 
and enhance its ability to serve the American people while 
reducing costs.  

The budget pressures to motivate change exist. The 
expertise and experience to make real, lasting change exist. 
The question is: Do the American people and those we elect to 
Congress have the political will to do what is necessary to give 
the United States the effective and affordable government that 
this nation needs to lead and compete in the 21st century?  

Michèle A. Flournoy, a senior adviser at Boston 
Consulting Group, was undersecretary of defense for policy 
from February 2009 to February 2012. 
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31. Thucydidess Trap Has Been Sprung In The Pacific 
(FINANCIAL TIMES (UK) 21 AUG 12) ... Graham Allison 

China’s increasingly aggressive posture towards the South 
China Sea and the Senkaku Islands in the East China Sea is 
less important in itself than as a sign of things to come. For six 
decades after the Second World War, an American Pax 
Pacifica has provided the security and economic framework 
within which Asian countries have produced the most rapid 
economic growth in history. However, having emerged as a 
great power that will overtake the U.S. in the next decade to 
become the largest economy in the world, it is not surprising 
that China will demand revisions to the rules established by 
others. 

The defining question about global order in the decades 
ahead will be: can China and the U.S. escape Thucydidess 
trap? The historians metaphor reminds us of the dangers two 
parties face when a rising power rivals a ruling power as 
Athens did in 5th century BC and Germany did at the end of 
the 19th century. Most such challenges have ended in war. 
Peaceful cases required huge adjustments in the attitudes and 
actions of the governments and the societies of both countries 
involved. 

Classical Athens was the centre of civilisation. 
Philosophy, history, drama, architecture, democracy all 
beyond anything previously imagined. This dramatic rise 
shocked Sparta, the established land power on the 
Peloponnese. Fear compelled its leaders to respond. Threat 
and counter-threat produced competition, then confrontation 
and finally conflict. At the end of 30 years of war, both states 
had been destroyed. 

Thucydides wrote of these events: It was the rise of 
Athens and the fear that this inspired in Sparta that made war 
inevitable. Note the two crucial variables: rise and fear. 

The rapid emergence of any new power disturbs the status 
quo. In the 21st century, as Harvard University’s Commission 
on American National Interests has observed about China, a 
diva of such proportions cannot enter the stage without effect. 

Never has a nation moved so far, so fast, up the 
international rankings on all dimensions of power. In a 
generation, a state whose gross domestic product was smaller 
than Spains has become the second-largest economy in the 
world. 

If we were betting on the basis of history, the answer to 
the question about Thucydidess trap appears obvious. In 11 of 
15 cases since 1500 where a rising power emerged to 

challenge a ruling power, war occurred. Think about Germany 
after unification as it overtook Britain as Europes largest 
economy. In 1914 and in 1939, its aggression and the UKs 
response produced world wars. 

Uncomfortable as Chinas rise is for the U.S., there is 
nothing unnatural about an increasingly powerful China 
demanding more say and greater sway in relations among 
nations. Americans, particularly those who lecture Chinese 
about being more like us, should reflect on our own history. 

As the U.S. emerged as the dominant power in the 
western hemisphere in about 1890, how did it behave? Future 
president Theodore Roosevelt personified a nation supremely 
confident that the next 100 years would be an American 
century. In the years before the first world war the U.S. 
liberated Cuba, threatened Britain and Germany with war to 
force them to accept U.S. positions on disputes in Venezuela 
and Canada, backed an insurrection that split Columbia to 
create a new state of Panama which immediately gave the U.S. 
concessions to build the Panama Canal and attempted to 
overthrow the government of Mexico, which was supported by 
the UK and financed by London bankers. In the half century 
that followed, U.S. military forces intervened in our 
hemisphere on more than 30 separate occasions to settle 
economic or territorial disputes on terms favourable to 
Americans, or oust leaders we judged unacceptable. 

To recognise powerful structural factors is not to argue 
that leaders are prisoners of the iron laws of history. It is rather 
to help us appreciate the magnitude of the challenge. If leaders 
in China and the U.S. perform no better than their 
predecessors in classical Greece, or Europe at the beginning of 
the 20th century, historians of the 21st century will cite 
Thucydides in explaining the catastrophe that follows. The 
fact that war would be devastating for both nations is relevant 
but not decisive. Recall the first world war, in which all the 
combatants lost what they treasured most. 

In light of the risks of such an outcome, leaders in both 
China and the U.S. must begin talking to each other much 
more candidly about likely confrontations and flash points. 
Even more difficult and painful, both must begin making 
substantial adjustments to accommodate the irreducible 
requirements of the other. 

The writer is Director of the Belfer Center for Science 
and International Affairs at Harvard University. 
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32. Carr's Co-Operation Recipe For A Calmer Sea 
(THE AUSTRALIAN 23 AUG 12) ... Greg Sheridan 

There are some international problems that are intractable. 
They cannot be solved in the short term, or perhaps for a very 
long time. Attempts at final resolution can even be 
counterproductive. Instead they need to be managed and 
interested parties should look for constructive actions that 
make things a bit better. 

Such a problem is the conflicting claims to sovereignty 
over the South China Sea. China, Taiwan, Vietnam, The 
Philippines, Malaysia and Brunei all claim parts of the South 
China Sea. Recently it has been the scene of the most 
dangerous and disorderly naval and other clashes in the Asia 
Pacific. Countries, particularly China, are becoming much 
more assertive about their rival claims. This has led to the 
incursion by Chinese commercial and fishing vessels into 
waters other countries regard as their territory. When 
Southeast Asian coastguards and the like try to expel such 
vessels they are often blocked by the Chinese navy. Similarly, 
Chinese ships have harassed commercial exploration vessels 
operating within the exclusive economic zones of Vietnam 
and The Philippines, because these areas also fall within EEZ 
areas that would belong to China if all the islands in the South 
China Sea were sovereign Chinese islands. 

The South China Sea is enormously important for three 
reasons. Something like one-third of the world's shipping trade 
passes through the area. 

Second, it is known to hold important fish stock and is 
believed to contain substantial oil and gas deposits. And 
finally, because Beijing has decided to make such a chest-
thumping nationalistic issue of it all it has acquired huge 
political and symbolic importance. 

Beijing's position is inherently unreasonable. Way back in 
1948, the then government of China published a map with 
nine dashed lines that enclosed almost all of the South China 
Sea as sovereign Chinese territory. In 2009 the Chinese 
government sent a note to the Secretary-General of the UN re-
stating the claim. On its face, the claim is just absurd. The nine 
dotted lines that China include on the map embrace virtually 
the whole South China Sea, including areas adjacent to the 
coast of The Philippines, Malaysia, Brunei and Vietnam. And 
the justifications Beijing sometimes offers for these claims -- 
alleged historic tributary relations, the claimed presence of 
Chinese artefacts here and there -- are just about laughable. 

So what should Australia do about all this? 
The Foreign Minister, Bob Carr, outlined a helpful 

approach in a speech to the ANU this week. Australia's formal 
position is not to take sides on the merits of the individual 
territorial claims. Given the inherent absurdity of some of 
Beijing's claims, this may appear weak. But I think it is 
sensible. 

First, not all of China's claims are absurd. And the other 
nations themselves have overlapping and conflicting claims. 
There is absolutely no need for Australia to try to adjudicate 
such claims and no one would thank us if we did. The U.S., 
like Australia, does not take a position on the merits of the 
conflicting claims as such. 

However, Carr also said: "We call on countries to pursue 
their territorial claims and accompanying maritime rights in 

accordance with international law, including the United 
Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea." 

Given the extreme difficulty of reconciling Beijing's 
claims with international law, just saying that is probably 
saying enough. 

Carr then outlined two ways the contesting parties in the 
South China Sea might move forward. One was modelled on 
the Antarctic Treaty, which is designed to secure and manage 
the Antarctic towards agreed ends, such as keeping it 
demilitarised, promoting scientific research, etc. But the more 
important model was that of "joint development zones.” 

Carr said: "To advance, it can often be better for parties to 
'agree to disagree' and to focus on how all parties can 
benefit…” 

"Joint development zones are designed to facilitate 
equitable and mutually beneficial development -- a concept 
that is expressly provided for in the UN Convention on the 
Law of the Sea. Zones are operating successfully around the 
world, including in Southeast Asia, Africa, northern Europe 
and the Caribbean." 

Carr then described a number of such zones and 
commented: "With our neighbours, East Timor, we are jointly 
developing Timor Sea petroleum resources for the mutual 
benefit of both countries -- based on groundwork laid with 
Indonesia." 

Australia is likely to make a low key effort to explore a 
dialogue on such proposals. Senior Indonesians have been 
considering the idea of a "one and a half track dialogue" -- so 
called because it involves both officials and private experts -- 
to workshop the issue. 

None of this may work. But it is worth a try. It is a 
constructive effort. It is more likely that Southeast Asian 
nations would consider such a proposal than China itself. But 
it may also help forge ASEAN unity. At the last ASEAN 
meeting the group's foreign ministers for the first time ever 
could not even issue a joint communique, because Cambodia 
was doing Beijing's bidding and would not agree to any united 
ASEAN position. ASEAN is working on Cambodia's leader, 
Hun Sen, to bring Cambodia back into the ASEAN consensus. 

The low-key, under-stated nature of this Carr initiative is 
one of its serious strengths. Indeed the Gillard government 
generally is handling Beijing in a cool, calm fashion at the 
moment and that is the right way to proceed. 

Beijing has reacted with unreasonable annoyance to the 
announcement that up to 2500 U.S. marines will eventually be 
rotated for several months each year in northern Australia. The 
Chinese are giving Australia a bit of a poke about it. Some of 
our more excitable commentators regard this as a looming 
crisis or at least a sign of incompetence on Canberra's part. 

Instead, the unruffled tone, exemplified by Carr, is 
something the Gillard government is getting right. Next month 
Dennis Richardson, the head of the Department of Foreign 
Affairs and Trade, will travel to Beijing to explore a new set 
of consultative mechanisms between Australia and China. But 
as Carr said this week: "We are relaxed about the timing" of 
such mechanisms. In other words, if Beijing doesn't want to 
build new bilateral architecture right now, that's OK. This is 
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the right tone for Canberra with Beijing -- positive, constructive but ultimately unruffled, and unintimidated. 
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33. Much Ado About The Sansha Garrison 
Don't believe the hype: Beijing's Sansha military garrison is more of an administrative move than an arms 
buildup in the South China Sea 
(THE DIPLOMAT 22 AUG 12) ... Dennis J. Blasko and M. Taylor Fravel 

In June, Beijing raised the “administrative status of the 
Xisha, Zhongsha and Nansha islands” from a county-level 
administrative office to prefectural-level city named Sansha 
based on Woody (Yongxing) Island in the Paracels (Xisha) 
archipelago in the South China Sea. In July, the People’s 
Liberation Army (PLA)established a division-levelgarrison in 
the newly created city also based on Woody Island. 

Analysts and pundits have viewed the announcement of 
the new garrison with alarm. One analyst viewed the decision 
as “a sign of [China’s] growing reliance on hard power” in the 
South China Sea. Another commentator equated the 
announcement with a decision to create “a permanent forward-
deployed military force within striking distance of such 
contested waters,” a view echoed by theNew York Times. Still 
others suggested that a division of at least 6,000 soldiers 
would be deployed to the region and that the garrison might 
command units from the PLA Air Force and Navy. 

Such conclusions, however, are misplaced. In particular, 
they misunderstand the role of garrisons(jingbeiqu, also called 
garrison commands or garrison headquarters) in the PLA and 
how China has organized the defense of the islands and reefs it 
controls in the South China Sea. From a military perspective, 
the significance of Sansha garrison should not be overstated. 
Alone, it will not lead to an increase in combat units in the 
region nor does it portend a new effort by China to militarize 
the disputes in the South China Sea.  

In the PLA, division-level military garrisons do not 
command main force combat units such as infantry or armored 
divisions or brigades. They also do not command PLA Navy 
or PLA Air Force units. Instead, as described in China’s 2006 
white paper on defense, garrisons and other division-level 
military sub-districts (junfenqu, also called prefectural military 
commands) are administrative headquarters established in 
major cities responsible for supporting the military work 
conducted by the municipality, such as conscription and 
national defense mobilization tasks. Garrisons and military 
sub-districts fall under provincial-level military districts 
(shengjunqu) and are jointly commanded by the municipality’s 
party committee and government. As with division-level units, 
they are headed by Army senior colonels, who are assisted by 
a handful of staff officers. Depending on their location, 
garrisons and military sub-districts may command PLA border 
defense units (up to regimental size) that share responsibility 
with civilian public security forces (gong’an budui) for 
guarding China’s borders and providing early warning of an 
attack.  

By our count, the PLA now has about 39 division-level 
garrisons and nearly another 300 military sub-district 
headquarters throughout China. In addition, there are four 
corps-level garrisons in the centrally administered cities of 
Beijing, Tianjin, Shanghai, and Chongqing, and the Hong 
Kong and Macau Garrisons, which report directly to Central 
Military Commission. Comparatively speaking, at the same 
organizational level, the PLA Army currently has only about 

31 infantry and armored combat divisions (though the number 
of combat brigades one step below a division has increased to 
roughly 50). The PLA has far more division-level 
organizations than combat-ready divisions. Thus, by itself, the 
establishment of division-level garrison such as the one for 
Sansha does not suggest the deployment of large numbers of 
forces. 

In short, create a city or other prefectural-level 
administrative unit in China and a garrison or military sub-
district will often be established as well. The Sansha garrison 
is merely the newest among hundreds of division-level 
organizations in the entire PLA. One report noted that the new 
garrison had been upgraded from People’s Armed Forces 
Department (wuzhuangbu) that was part of the previous 
county-level administrative office. Moreover, consistent with 
the 2006 white paper, the Ministry of Defense spokesman 
stated that the responsibilities of the new Sansha garrison were 
“defense mobilization… city guard, support for the city's 
disaster rescue and relief work, and [direction of] militia and 
reserve troops.”    

So far, no border defense units have been assigned to the 
Sansha garrison. Instead, the existing Xisha (Paracels) 
maritime garrison under the PLAN’s South Sea Fleet is 
responsible for the actual defense of the islands in the South 
China Sea under China’s control. The Paracels maritime 
garrison is one of six division-level maritime garrisons 
(shuijingqu) that fall under the command of one of the three 
regional fleets in the PLA Navy. Maritime garrisons are 
responsible for conducting defensive operations (fangwei 
zuozhan) in their designated area and may command PLAN 
combat units. 

Although it is not clear when the Paracels maritime 
garrison was established, reports of the unit first appeared in 
the Chinese press in 1985. Nevertheless, China’s deployment 
of troops to the South China Sea began almost three decades 
earlier, in the 1950s when the PLA occupied Woody Island in 
the Amphitrite Group of the Paracels. Following several 
confrontations with South Vietnamese forces in the Crescent 
Group of the Paracels in the mid-1950s, Premier Zhou Enlai in 
1959 instructed the PLA to establish a base on Woody Island 
and in 1960 regular patrols around the Paracels were initiated. 
In 1971, the PLAN began to upgrade and expand the 
infrastructure in the Paracels, which has continued steadily 
until to the present day and includes a military-capable airfield 
built over 20 years ago. To date, there has been little to no 
evidence that the airfield has been used to accommodate “a 
permanent forward-deployed military force within striking 
distance of such contested waters.” 

The Xisha maritime garrison is commanded by a senior 
captain (equivalent to an Army senior colonel), the former 
head of the PLAN’s 1st Marine Brigade, a main force combat 
unit in the South Sea Fleet. The number of troops in the 
maritime garrison is unknown, but a 2002 report from Taiwan 
stated that China has deployed around 590 troops on the 
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features in controls in the Spratlys (while Vietnam had around 
2020). The Ministry of Defense spokesman acknowledged the 
difference between the two garrisonsstating, “the Sansha 
military garrison and Xisha maritime garrison are separate 
military organs executing duties according to their respective 
responsibilities… the Xisha maritime garrison… is 
responsible for maritime defense and military combat.” 

What, then, is the significance of the establishment of the 
Sansha garrison? First, from a military perspective, it is a 
minor development. It likely will not command any combat 
units nor will it result in a substantial increase in the Chinese 
forces in the South China Sea. Rather, it is designed to 
enhance coordination with the local government. Its 
importance is political, part of what the China 
Dailyunabashedly described as China’s effort, “to display its 
sovereignty over the South China Sea.” 

Second, because the PLA has maintained a military 
presence on the features it holds in the South China Sea for 
decades, the creation of the garrison does not support claims 
about the growing role of the PLA in Chinese foreign policy 
or policy in the South China Sea. Instead, the establishment of 
the garrison reflects the bureaucratic upgrade of an existing 
department following a change in the administrative status of 
the associated locality. 

Third, militarily, any forces on the islands and reefs in the 
South China Sea are vulnerable and hard to defend. As retired 
U.S. Rear Admiral Mike McDevitt has said, “Putting garrisons 
on Woody Island or elsewhere in the Paracels would 
effectively maroon these guys, so the only advantage would be 
just showing the flag — to say, ‘We are serious.’” 

Finally, the general reaction to the creation of the Sansha 
garrison reflects the limited understanding among analysts and 
observers of the PLA’s organization despite Beijing’s efforts 
to describe the structure of the Chinese armed forces in 
biannual white papers and media reports. For example, none 
of the Pentagon’s annual reports to Congress on Chinese 
military power have ever mentioned this level of organization. 
In the case of Sansha, the Chinese government could have 
better explained its decision, while commentators might have 
examined what garrisons actually do before jumping to ill-
founded conclusions 

Dennis J. Blasko served as a U.S. Army Attaché to China 
from 1992 to 1995. 

M. Taylor Fravel is an Associate Professor of Political 
Science and member of the Security Studies Program at the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology.  
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34. Afghanistan Mission's New Woes 
(NEW YORK POST 22 AUG 12) ... Peter Brookes 

The recent string of “green-on-blue” (Afghan on 
US/Coalition troops) attacks in Afghanistan are cause for real 
worry: Not only might the Coalition’s vital mission to provide 
security training to the Afghan police and army be in trouble, 
but the country’s entire future might be in question, too. 

Without the high-quality training the Afghan security 
forces desperately will need after Coalition forces leave in 
2014 (or maybe sooner), it’s possible Afghanistan will once 
again fall to the likes of the Taliban.  

And that’s exactly what the Taliban, the Haqqani 
network, al Qaeda — and maybe others — want. 

What better way to achieve that goal than to cowardly go 
after the brave men and women who have the capacity to give 
the people of Afghanistan a chance for a secure future, free 
from an Islamist extremist stranglehold? 

We’ve lost nearly 10 brave Americans to attacks by 
“friendlies” in just the past two weeks. There have been some 
30 attacks on Coalition forces this year, causing nearly 40 
fatalities.  

That’s a treble increase in “insider” attacks over last year. 
The trend line clearly isn’t good — and the effects are 

widespread. 
First, these attacks have a chilling effect on our troops’ 

morale.They also shake the home front here and in other 
Coalition countries, putting pressure on the allies to bring their 
troops home from Afghanistan as soon as possible. 

Keep in mind, too, that the fact that America is in all-out 
campaign mode for the fall elections hasn’t been lost on the 
insurgents, who hope to hasten a US retreat by going after 
public opinion here. 

These attacks also undermine the trust that is critical 
between military trainer and student.How can trainers give the 

best training possible when they have to be concerned that the 
student might turn a weapon on them? 

Equally troubling is the trust that is in jeopardy in the 
field where US and Afghan soldiers are patrolling together. 

In a foxhole or on a foot patrol, you need to know that 
your fellow soldiers (Afghan or otherwise) are able — and 
willing — to get your “six.” 

Sadly, our brave troops are now more worried about 
Afghans putting a knife in their backs than Afghans watching 
their backs. This anxiety will only compound as US forces 
complete a phased draw down this fall, on the glide path to a 
full withdrawal by 2014. 

Finally, not only do these attacks hinder the training of 
government security forces, which will battle the Taliban and 
its allies, they also undermine confidence in Kabul, which 
might encourage Afghans to shift their allegiance to the 
insurgents. 

And now consider this: Despite efforts by Coalition forces 
and the Afghan government to combat the violence through 
better screening, vetting, monitoring and counterintelligence, 
this isn’t going to be an easy problem to fix. 

The Taliban, the Haqqanis and al Qaeda will continue to 
look for willing recruits to do their dirty work, developing 
“penetrations” of the Afghan army and police force to turn on 
their mentors and trainers. 

The insurgents may corrupt or coerce Afghans into 
becoming attackers, too. And they’ll hone their propaganda to 
aggravate cultural differences between Coalition and Afghan 
security forces in hopes of inciting violence.  

The green-on-blue attacks highlight the growing 
challenges that face our work in Afghanistan, including IEDs, 
assassinations of government officials, suicide bombings and 
Afghan concerns about being abandoned. 
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Now would be an ideal time for presidential leadership on 
Afghanistan to ensure the success of our mission there — 
especially preventing the return of the Taliban to power and 
the revival of al Qaeda. 

Peter Brookes is a Heritage Foundation senior fellow and 
a former deputy assistant secretary of defense.  
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This Week in the War of 1812: 
On July 27, 1812, a second round of riots broke out in Baltimore, centering around the anti-war federalist 
newspaper, the Federal Republican. The offices of the newspaper were destroyed, and their editors were 
tortured for their opposing views. The riots followed a previous outbreak in early 1812 and were considered 
the height of violent backlash during the war. Hostility against the Federalist Party continued throughout 
the war, and the party was commonly associated with secession and treason. For more information on the 
War of 1812, visit hhttttpp::////wwwwww..oouurrffllaaggwwaassssttiilllltthheerree..oorrgg// 
 

TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Sailor's Death At Movie Theater A Blow To Family, Community 
(CHICAGO TRIBUNE 22 JUL 12) ... Jennifer Delgado, Carlos Sadovi and Dawn Rhodes, Chicago Tribune reporters 

The Larimer house in Crystal Lake was supposed to be alive with happy planning Saturday, as family members flew in from 
around the country to celebrate a grandmother's 100th birthday. 

 
2. U.S. Navy: 2 Dead From Oman Helicopter Crash 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 22 JUL 12) 

DUBAI, United Arab Emirates -- The U.S. Navy says the death toll from a helicopter crash last week in the Arabian peninsula 
nation of Oman is two. 

 
3. Best Of The Best 
Top Sailor, Coastie Honored At D.C. Gala 
(NAVY TIMES 30 JUL 12) 

The highlight of Hospital Corpsman 1st Class (SW) Maria Decena-Taylor’s trip to Washington wasn’t the vice admiral’s warm 
remarks. It wasn’t receiving the award that went with being named 2012 Navy Times Sailor of the Year. It was that her father, 
husband and daughter shared those moments. 

 
4. Five Things Every Sailor Should Know About The Impact Of RIMPAC 2012 
(NAVY TIMES 30 JUL 12) ... Gidget Fuentes 

The largest-ever Rim of the Pacific exercise will conclude Aug. 7 after bringing together 21 countries, 25,000 troops, 40 ships, six 
submarines and 200 aircraft for a 42-day training evolution. 

 

CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
5. 1 Airmen, 1 Sailor Killed In Colorado Shooting, Another Sailor And Airmen Injured 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 21 JUL 12) 

AURORA, Colo. — Military officials say they’re planning memorials for two members of the U.S. Armed Forces killed in a 
movie theater shooting in Colorado. 

 
6. Navy's New Ship Sails The Seas On Half The Gas 
The USS Makin Island, the Navy's newest amphibious assault ship, saves millions of dollars by using far less 
fuel than its sister ships. CNET's Daniel Terdiman hitches a ride as part of his Road Trip 2012. 
(CNET 21 JUL 12) ... Daniel Terdiman 

SAN DIEGO -- The U.S. Navy spends a fortune every year on energy, so for a ship to complete a deployment having burned 
through just half the cash it had available for fuel is a very good sign of things to come. 
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7. Pacific Nations Seeking 'Insurance' At War Games 
China isn't invited but remains unspoken presence 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 22 JUL 12) ... Jeanette Steele 

HONOLULU — China’s bullying behavior, and growing military muscle, has led to an explosion of interest from other Pacific 
nations in American-run naval war games this month. 

 
8. Military, Hospitals Collaborate During 'Tsunami' At RIMPAC 
(HONOLULU STAR-ADVERTISER 21 JUL 12) ... William Cole 

An imagined magnitude-9.5 earthquake off Chile and a resulting 30-foot tsunami rolling into Honolulu gave the military and 
hospital system on Oahu a chance to work together over the past five days during Rim of the Pacific war games to manage the 
hypothetical disaster. 

 
9. Seabees Join Hawaii National Guard During RIMPAC Search And Rescue Exercise 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 21 JUL 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Patrick Dille, RIMPAC Public Affairs 

BELLOWS AIR FORCE BASE, Hawaii -- A small detachment of Seabees joined a specialized team of Hawaii National Guard 
Soldiers and civilian urban search-and-rescue (USAR) experts, July 17-19, for an exercise demonstrating lifesaving and construction 
skills during the Rim of the Pacific (RIMPAC) 2012 exercise. 

 
10. RIMPAC Expands To Include Training In Humanitarian Aid 
(HONOLULU STAR-ADVERTISER 21 JUL 12) ... Ira Zunin 

The Rim of the Pacific exercises, hosted by the United States this summer in the waters near Hawaii, is the world's largest 
maritime war exercise. Twenty-two participating nations are now working to refine joint operations. 

 
11. Australian Sub Sinks Target Ship Kilauea During RIMPAC 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 22 JUL 12) 

The former USS Kilauea is the latest ship sunk as part of the Rim of the Pacific exercises in and around the Hawaiian Islands. 
 

12. Sea Spirit At RIMPAC 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 21 JUL 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Phillip Pavlovich, RIMPAC Public Affairs 

JOINT BASE PEARL HARBOR-HICKAM, Hawaii -- Eight nations took part in a joint operational planning training opportunity 
during Sea Spirit 2012, at the Ford Island Conference Center on Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam during the Rim of the Pacific 
(RIMPAC) 2012 exercise. 

 
13. VP-45, Mexican Navy Join Forces During RIMPAC 2012 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 20 JUL 12) ... Lt. j.g. Alec Verone, Patrol Squadron 45 Public Affairs 

PEARL HARBOR, Hawaii -- The Mexican navy and Patrol Squadron (VP) 45 "Pelicans" have integrated into the Combined Task 
Force (CTF) 176 on board USS Essex (LHD 2) for Rim of the Pacific (RIMPAC) 2012, June 29 to Aug. 3. 

 
14. Divers Participate In Recompression Chamber Exercise During RIMPAC 2012 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 20 JUL 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Tiffany Sivels 

JOINT BASE PEARL HARBOR-HICKAM -- Divers assigned to Mobile Underwater Diving Salvage Unit (MUDSU) 1 and 
divers from coalition partners conducted a recompression chamber exercise during Rim of the Pacific (RIMPAC) 2012 July 18. 

 
15. Naval Aviators Help Renovate Vietnamese Medical Clinic 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 20 JUL 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Michael Feddersen, Navy Public Affairs Support 
Element West 

VINH, Vietnam -- Helicopter pilots aboard Military Sealift Command hospital ship USNS Mercy (T-AH 19) helped a 
multinational team renovating the Hung Tien Medical Clinic, during Pacific Partnership 2012 (PP12). 

 
16. USS Truman Gets Precision Landing Site 
(WAVY NBC NORFOLK 22 JUL 12) 

ATLANTIC OCEAN - The aircraft carrier USS Harry S. Truman conducted its first helicopter recovery on a newly-added flight 
deck precision landing site July 22. 

 

GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
17. Carter’s India Visit To Focus On Defense Cooperation 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 22 JUL 12) ... Karen Parrish 

NEW DELHI – Deputy Defense Secretary Ashton B. Carter arrived here late today for a two-day visit that marks the second-to-
last leg of his Asia-Pacific tour. 
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18. India To Steer Clear Of Face-Offs On High Seas 
(TIMES OF INDIA 22 JUL 12) ... Rajat Pandit 

MUMBAI--Even as India builds a powerful three-dimensional navy to protect its geostrategic interests in the Indian Ocean 
Region (IOR) and beyond, as well as counter China's expanding arc of influence, it remains clear that it does not want 
"confrontations" on the high seas. 

 
19. U.S. Sees Risk Of War Over South China Sea 
(SYDNEY MORNING HERALD 21 JUL 12) ... Peter Hartcher 

The White House has warned of the rising risk of accidental war in the South China Sea and called for countries in the region 
urgently to agree to a code of conduct. 

 
20. ASEAN Show Of Unity On Sea Disputes 
Agreement On South China Sea Released, But Differences May Crop Up Again; China Pledges To Work 
With ASEAN 
(SINGAPORE STRAITS TIMES 21 JUL 12) ... Zakir Hussain and Zubaidah Nazeer, Indonesia correspondents 

ASEAN members have agreed on six principles to resolve contentious disputes in the South China Sea, including the exercise of 
self-restraint and peaceful resolution of conflict in line with international law. 

 
21. Iran Military Downplays Threat To Close Hormuz Strait 
(REUTERS 23 JUL 12) ... Yeganeh Torbati 

DUBAI -- Iran would not close the Strait of Hormuz as long as it is able to use the vital shipping line itself, a military commander 
was quoted as saying on Monday, moderating threats by politicians to block the waterway as retaliation for sanctions. 

 
22. Italian Navy To Buy UAVs for Maritime Surveillance 
(DEFENSE NEWS 23 JUL 12) ... Tom Kington 

The Italian Navy is considering purchasing two UAV types next year, and Boeing’s ScanEagle and the Schiebel Camcopter S100 
are prime candidates, a senior official said. 

 

PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
23. Navy's Strategic Submarine Forces Awarded Meritorious Unit Commendation 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 20 JUL 12) ... Commander, Submarine Forces Public Affairs 

NORFOLK -- The Navy's 14 ballistic-missile submarines assigned to the Pacific-based Task Force 134 and the Atlantic-based 
Task Force 144 were awarded the Meritorious Unit Commendation July 20, recognizing their excellence in strategic deterrence. 

 
24. Carl Vinson Hosts 'Boots On The Deck' 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 20 JUL 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Luke B. Meineke, USS Carl Vinson Public Affairs 

CORONADO, Calif. -- Naval Aviation Enterprise (NAE) representatives visited USS Carl Vinson (CVN 70) as part of a process 
improvement program known as "Boots on the Deck" (BoD), July 18. 

 
25. Reboot Set For Program That Moves Vets To Civilian Life 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 23 JUL 12) ... Benjamin Kesling and Laura Meckler 

President Barack Obama plans to announce the first major overhaul Monday in more than 20 years of the military's much-derided 
program to help veterans make the transition from the military to work or school. 

 
26. RDC Roadshow Stops In Norfolk, Va. 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 20 JUL 12) MASS COMMUNICATION SPECIALIST 3RD CLASS (SW) ... James Turner 

NORFOLK -- Recruit Division Commanders (RDC) from Recruit Training Command (RTC) Great Lakes, visited Naval Station 
Norfolk to train Hampton Roads Navy Counselors (NC) from various commands about what it takes for Sailors to become RDCs or 
instructors, July 19. 

 
27. Highest-Ranking Navy JAG Still Calls S. Jersey Home 
(CHERRY HILL (NJ) COURIER POST 18 JUL 12) ... Kevin Callahan 

Asked what her most memorable moment was serving our country in her illustrious and decorated career in the Navy, Nanette 
DeRenzi responded with the same decisiveness and passion she did on that same dark day more than a decade ago. 

 



 

4 
 

FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
28. Green Fleet Upstarts Make Conventional Washington Moves 
(REUTERS 22 JUL 12) ... Marcus Stern 

WASHINGTON -- Two companies involved on the ground level of an expensive Pentagon effort to embrace biofuels have used 
familiar strategies in building their profiles in Washington, using hefty campaign contributions and aggressive lobbying to secure 
support. 

 
29. Defense Cuts: Three Things Americans Should Know 
(CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR 20 JUL 12) ... Anna Mulrine 

This week, the House of Representatives approved a bill that’s likely to spark a showdown on military spending. In the face of 
looming defense cuts and amped-up warnings on Capitol Hill, there are three things that experts wish every American – and politician, 
for that matter – knew about the Pentagon’s financial state of affairs. 

 
30. Execs: Sequestration Hype Could Hurt Firms 
(DEFENSE NEWS 22 JUL 12) ... Zachary Fryer-Biggs 

As the rhetoric on Capitol Hill continues to rage over the pending automatic U.S. budget cuts known as sequestration, senior 
defense executives and industry representatives are forming into two camps. 

 
31. At DoD, 6 IT Projects $8 Billion Over Budget 
(FEDERAL TIMES 23 JUL 12) ... Sean Reilly 

Six Defense Department modernization projects are a combined $8 billion -- or 110 percent -- over budget and suffering years-
long schedule delays -- in one case, more than 12 years -- a new audit report finds. 

 
32. USS Ohio Guided Missile Sub Back To Fleet 
(DEFENSE DAILY 23 JUL 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

The USS Ohio (SSGN-726), one of four Navy submarines converted from a ballistic missile to guided missile capability, has 
rejoined the fleet after undergoing nearly four months maintenance as well as upgrades to its radar and sonar systems. 

 
33. Maintenance Hurdles Mount For LCS 
(DEFENSE NEWS 23 JUL 12) ... Christopher P. Cavas 

When the littoral combat ship Freedom needs scheduled maintenance overseas, the workers who step onboard had better be 
Americans. 

 
34. New Network Link Will Save Time At Sea 
(NAVY TIMES 30 JUL 12) ... Jacqueline Klimas 

Sailors’ work aboard ships will soon get easier thanks to new technology that syncs data automatically between systems, reducing 
time and effort. 

 

BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
35. Resident Energy Conversation Program Continues To Succeed 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 20 JUL 12) ... Commander, Navy Installations Command Public Affairs Office 

WASHINGTON -- Commander, Navy Installations Command (CNIC) has found a proven way to conserve energy and save 
money through their Resident Energy Conservation Program (RECP) pilot program in Hawaii. 

 
36. Navy Week Kicks Off In Sioux Falls 
(KLDT NBC SIOUX FALLS (SD) 20 JUL 12) ... Jeff Rusack 

The state that's smack dab in the middle of the American heartland will be celebrating something that's usually working over a 
thousand miles away, the navy. 

 
37. Tens Of Thousands Brave Scorching Sun To Watch Jets Soar 
(SIOUX FALLS (SD) ARGUS LEADER 22 JUL 12) 

A crowd almost the population of Rapid City watched an air spectacle as the Blue Angels zoomed today through the sky above 
Sioux Falls. 
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38. Navy Team Uses Skills On House 
Sailors, vets volunteer time in Sioux Falls 
(SIOUX FALLS (SD) ARGUS LEADER 21 JUL 12) ... Payton Randle 

In the midst of all of the concerts, shows and activities that come along with Navy Week, the visiting men and women found the 
time to give back to the Sioux Falls community. 

 
39. Russians Are First-Time Entrants In San Diego RoboSub Competition 
For the first time, a team from the Russian Federation has entered the annual RoboSub competition, co-
sponsored by the Pentagon's Office of Naval Research. For the engineering-minded, it's the Super Bowl of 
underwater contests. 
(LOS ANGELES TIMES 21 JUL 12) ... Tony Perry 

SAN DIEGO — In a huge tank at a once-secret Navy base on Point Loma, students from the Far Eastern Federal University in 
Vladivostok are testing their autonomous underwater vehicle, the AUV Junior. 

 
40. Navy Mathematician on Educating America’s Youth 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 19 JUL 12) ... Megan Hart 

“What are you going to do with a math degree?” was a typical question I received from my parents when deciding to major in 
mathematics. 

 
41. Ospreys Arrive As Fears Raised About Alliance 
Japan urges U.S. to wait for Okinawans' consent 
(JAPAN TIMES 23 JUL 12) ... Ayako Mie 

Even as a cargo ship carrying 12 MV-22 Ospreys entered Japanese waters for its arrival at Yamaguchi Prefecture on Monday, the 
government is pressing the United States to delay its deployment of the tilt-rotor aircraft in Okinawa until local residents assent, 
fearing growing opposition will damage the bilateral security alliance. 

 

NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
42. For Coast Guard Patrol North Of Alaska, Much To Learn In A Remote New Place 
(NEW YORK TIMES 22 JUL 12) ... Kirk Johnson 

BARROW, Alaska — When the United States Coast Guard arrived in this remote corner of the Arctic this month to begin its 
biggest patrol presence in the waters north of Alaska, only one helicopter hangar was available for rent, and it was not, to put it mildly, 
the Ritz. 

 
43. Researchers Employ UAVs In Hurricane Research 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 20 JUL 12) ... Amanda D. Stein, Naval Postgraduate School Public Affairs 

MONTEREY, Calif. -- With hurricane season well underway, researchers at the Naval Postgraduate School are taking part in an 
ongoing effort to look at hurricane formation and development, in hopes of improving prediction systems and, ultimately, allowing for 
earlier evacuations. 

 
44. Gay Parade Features Uniformed Troops 
Pentagon Memo Allows First-Time Participation In Military Dress 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 22 JUL 12) 

SAN DIEGO — Some of the loudest cheers Saturday at San Diego's gay pride parade were for active duty troops marching in 
military dress, the first time that U.S. service members participated in such an event while in full uniform. 

 
45. Court-Martialed For Attempting Suicide 
Military’s highest court to review Marine’s conviction 
(ARMY TIMES 30 JUL 12) ... Andrew Tilghman 

The military's highest court will soon decide whether troops can be court-martialed for trying to kill themselves by reviewing the 
June 2010 conviction of a Marine who slit his wrists in Okinawa. 

 
46. Salvaged Navy Warship Invades Great Lakes 
(WPBN NBC TRAVERSE CITY (MI) 22 JUL 12) ... Marc Schollett 

A proud vessel that served the U.S. Navy for years is making its way from a salvage yard in Philadelphia to its new home in Bay 
City. The ship will be towed for about two weeks before it arrives at the Saginaw Valley Naval Ship Museum. There it will become a 
showpiece of American naval history for the public to enjoy. 
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47. USS Iowa Attracts Estimated 18,000 Visitors In First 10 Days 
(LONG BEACH (CA) PRESS-TELEGRAM 22 JUL 12) ... Donna Littlejohn 

After a whirlwind of anticipation and spectacular grand opening, the USS Iowa battleship is still packing them in. 
 

48. Week In Review Jul. 14, 2012 – Jul. 20, 2012 
(YOUTUBE 20 JUL 12) ... U.S. Navy 

Welcome to this week's U.S. Navy multimedia production featuring selected images from around the fleet received during the 
week of Jul. 14, 2012 – Jul. 20, 2012. 

 

OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
49. If You Build Up, Who Will Come? 
The Pentagon may not have the resources to deter Iran and pivot to Asia at the same time. 
(FOREIGN POLICY 20 JUL 12) ... Robert Haddick 

Gen. James Mattis, commander of U.S. Central Command, is accelerating a military buildup around the Persian Gulf, with new 
provisions added to parry possible Iranian military moves and to strike at targets inside Iran if necessary. 

 
50. Getting Real On Defense Cuts 
(POLITICO 22 JUL 12) ... Michael O'Hanlon 

Despite the heat — or maybe because of it — Washington is abuzz with debates over future U.S. defense spending. 
 

51. Rhetoric Won’t Solve Sequestration 
(DEFENSE NEWS 22 JUL 12) ... Editorial 

The U.S. House of Representatives last week overwhelmingly voted to give the Obama administration 30 days to detail the $500 
billion in automatic defense cuts that would be triggered if Congress fails to embrace a broader deficit reduction deal. 

 
52. U.S.-European Collaboration Crucial 
(DEFENSE NEWS 22 JUL 12) ... Editorial 

U.K. Defence Secretary Philip Hammond came to America last week to pick up Britain’s first F-35 Lightning II fighter, but he 
also left plenty of food for thought for leaders on both sides of the Atlantic. 

 
53. Gunboat Diplomacy, Chinese Style 
(SINGAPORE STRAITS TIMES 23 JUL 12) ... Michael Richardson 

THERE is a saying in international diplomacy: Watch what countries do rather than what they say. China's recent actions in 
asserting its claims to ownership and other forms of jurisdiction over about 80 per cent of the South China Sea speak louder than its 
oft-repeated soothing words that it is not seeking hegemony. 

 
54. Toothless Among Asian Tigers 
What a time for Canberra to cut defence spending, just as the neighbourhood is arming itself to the hilt. 
(SYDNEY MORNING HERALD 21 JUL 12) ... Peter Hartcher 

It was only seven months ago that Barack Obama and Julia Gillard stood together to jubilantly announce a permanent new 
deployment of U.S. Marines to Darwin. 

 
55. Generation Vet 
As veteran demographics change, so must the services that help them 
(BOSTON GLOBE 23 JUL 12) ... Juliette Kayyem 

The proposed reductions in the Pentagon's budget have a lot of people worried that smaller will mean weaker. The defense and 
aerospace industry, which had another year of record profits in 2011, is spending a lot of effort trying to convince Congress that 
anticipated drawdowns are bad for national security and for the bottom line. Americans, it turns out, know better. A recent nonpartisan 
survey shows that the public supports cuts overwhelmingly; this is true across the board, regardless of whether a respondent was in a 
red or blue state or in a district with large defense spending. 

 
56. Punishing Suicide Attempts 
(NAVY TIMES 30 JUL 12) ... Editorial 

The military’s highest court will soon consider whether attempted suicide is a crime punishable by court-martial under the 
Uniform Code of Military Justice. 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Sailor's Death At Movie Theater A Blow To Family, Community 
(CHICAGO TRIBUNE 22 JUL 12) ... Jennifer Delgado, Carlos Sadovi and Dawn Rhodes, Chicago Tribune reporters 

The Larimer house in Crystal Lake was supposed to be 
alive with happy planning Saturday, as family members flew 
in from around the country to celebrate a grandmother's 100th 
birthday. 

Instead, early in the morning there was a knock on the 
door. Two Navy officers stood on the porch of the home 
decorated with American flags and delivered horrific news 
from Aurora, Colo. 

Petty Officer 3rd Class John Larimer, 27, the witty and 
passionate son who became a Navy technician, was one of 12 
people shot dead during a showing of the new Batman film, 
"The Dark Knight Rises." 

And, just like that, the weight of a lone gunman's rampage 
nearly 1,000 miles away came crashing down on the house. 

About 12 hours after the Navy confirmed Larimer as a 
victim, one sister said "we would like to say that he is, in fact, 
dead" before she broke into tears. 

The news of Larimer's death spread quickly through the 
community of about 40,000. 

As the family huddled inside the house, neighbors 
approached offering food and condolences. 

Many know Larimer — a cryptologic technician for the 
Navy based at the Buckley Air Force Base in Aurora, Colo., 
— as an opinionated and intelligent man, quick to show his 
wry sense of humor but always grounded by compassion. 

Larimer's family issued a statement saying that they were 
praying for the other victims and their families. 

"We love you John, and we will miss you always," the 
statement read. 

Julie Gates, 38, who lives a few houses from the 
Larimers, recalled his kind nature. 

When Larimer passed by on his way to visit friends, "My 
dogs would growl at him and he'd come over and pet them," 
Gates said. 

Her daughter Kristen, 11, recalled a day when she set up a 
lemonade stand on the block and Larimer approached her to 
buy a cup. The drink cost 50 cents, she said, but Larimer 
tipped her $2. 

Larimer's opinionated, articulate nature seemed in full 
bloom as a senior at Crystal Lake South High School in 2003. 
That year, he wrote to a local newspaper to defend a theater 
production, "The Laramie Project," that stirred controversy in 
the community. 

Ben Stoner, Larimer's English teacher and theater 
director, said that the troupe put on the play about the murder 
of Matthew Shepard, a gay man who was beaten to death in 
Wyoming in 1998 because of his sexual orientation. 

When someone wrote to the Northwest Herald to attack 
Stoner and the school for staging the play, Larimer offered an 
impassioned response, printed on May 8, 2003, that rebutted 
the claim that the kind of intolerance displayed in the 
production did not occur in the northwest suburb. 

"Our high school is about as homogenous as they come, 
and as far as tolerance I'd suggest standing in our hallways to 
hear some of the things that are said," Larimer wrote. "The 
fact is, Crystal Lake is not on some moral high ground. We are 
not immune to the intolerance that can be found across this 
entire country." 

Stoner said that he doesn't know what led Larimer to join 
the Navy but it wasn't surprising. 

"He was incredibly bright and firm in his ideals, and I 
have to assume that those ideals included feeling proud to 
serve and feeling that good must be done," he said. "He was a 
good, strong human being, and I know that would have fit 
nicely in his plans, and I know he would have done incredible 
things for our country." 

Cmdr. Jeffrey Jakuboski said Larimer went to the movies 
with three fellow Sailors. Two were unharmed and the third 
was treated at the scene and released, Jakuboski said. 

During a news conference via phone Saturday, Jakuboski, 
Larimer's commanding officer lauded Larimer's "calming 
demeanor and exceptional work ethic" in what was his first 
assignment since joining the Navy in June 2011. 

"He was (excelling) in all aspects of our command 
mission," Jakuboski said. "He was an outstanding shipmate, a 
valuable member of our Navy team and an extremely 
dedicated Sailor." 

Stoner said it wasn't hard to understand what drew 
Larimer to the premiere of the final installment of the Batman 
trilogy. 

"He was a kid who loved 'Star Wars' and I'm sure loved 
comics and things on that scale," Stoner said. "That (movie) 
would have been very welcoming and enjoyable for him." 

Broadcast Clip – Military Vets Among Aurora Dead 
(CNN 22 JUL 12) Poppy Harlow 
View Clip (RT: 5:30) 

Return to Index 
 

2. U.S. Navy: 2 Dead From Oman Helicopter Crash 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 22 JUL 12) 

DUBAI, United Arab Emirates -- The U.S. Navy says the 
death toll from a helicopter crash last week in the Arabian 
peninsula nation of Oman is two. 

It says three other crewmembers aboard the downed MH-
53E Sea Dragon survived Thursday's crash. 

The Navy's Bahrain-based 5th Fleet identified the 
deceased Sailors late Saturday as Senior Chief Aviation 
Warfare Systems Operator Sean P. Sullivan, 40, of St. Louis, 

Mo., and Naval Aircrewman (Helicopter) 2nd Class Joseph P. 
Fitzmorris, 31, of West Monroe, La. 

The helicopter was assigned to Helicopter Mine 
Countermeasure Squadron 15, based in Norfolk, Va. It crashed 
58 miles (93 kilometers) southwest of the Omani capital 
Muscat. No hostile activity was suspected. 

The Navy says it is investigating. 

Return to Index 
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3. Best Of The Best 
Top Sailor, Coastie Honored At D.C. Gala 
(NAVY TIMES 30 JUL 12) 

The highlight of Hospital Corpsman 1st Class (SW) Maria 
Decena-Taylor’s trip to Washington wasn’t the vice admiral’s 
warm remarks. It wasn’t receiving the award that went with 
being named 2012 Navy Times Sailor of the Year. It was that 
her father, husband and daughter shared those moments. 

For Coast Guard Ensign Stacy Smith, “finding out that 
my command thought enough of what I do at work and off 
duty to nominate me was just incredible,” said the 2012 Navy 
Times Coast Guardsman of the Year during a July 19 awards 
gala on Capitol Hill. 

Nominated by commanders and peers, the two women 
were among five chosen for this year’s Military Times Service 
Members of the Year awards, along with Army Times Soldier 
of the Year Sgt. Steven Davidson, Air Force Times Airman of 
the Year Master Sgt. Brandon Lambert and Marine Corps 
Times Marine of the Year Staff Sgt. Jessie McDonald. 

Dignitaries described Decena-Taylor as a “devoted 
community ambassador” and “exemplifying the term 
‘shipmate.’ ” Smith was praised as a “truly magnificent 
military professional” and “richly talented Coast Guard 
character in action.” Decena-Taylor is the leading petty officer 
for the Directorate of Nursing Services at Naval Medical 
Center Portsmouth, Va., where she leads more than 450 sailors 

who care for some 15,000 patients a year. Her command 
master chief said in her nomination that while deployed to 
Kuwait, Decena-Taylor “expertly” led 32 sailors at six clinics 
and provided 100 percent patient satisfaction. But it was her 
personal touch that stood out to our panel — testimony to both 
the empathy of a great caregiver and the tough love of a 
skilled leader. 

“Shipmate, you’ve accomplished some incredible things 
for our Navy,” Chief of Naval Personnel Vice Adm. Scott Van 
Buskirk said. 

It was Smith’s community involvement while an enlisted 
Coastie in Ketchikan, Alaska — and follow-through aboard 
the Miami-based fast response cutter Bernard C. Webber, 
which is patrolling the Caribbean for drugs and illegal 
migrants — that set her apart. She set such a strong example in 
Alaska that fellow Coasties carried on her work. Webber’s 
commanding officer, Lt. Cmdr. Herb Eggert, said the newly 
minted officer’s “altruistic” approach is already apparent. 

Coast Guard Vice Adm. Manson Brown, deputy 
commandant for mission support, said the evening was a 
reminder that “small changes can ripple into a … circle of 
difference.” 

Return to Index 
 

4. Five Things Every Sailor Should Know About The Impact Of RIMPAC 2012 
(NAVY TIMES 30 JUL 12) ... Gidget Fuentes 

The largest-ever Rim of the Pacific exercise will conclude 
Aug. 7 after bringing together 21 countries, 25,000 troops, 40 
ships, six submarines and 200 aircraft for a 42-day training 
evolution. 

While a lot of publicity has surrounded the Navy’s “Great 
Green Fleet” of biofuel-filled ships, there are other reasons to 
keep close watch of what’s going on in the waters around 
Hawaii. 

Here’s what you need to know: 
It’s all about relationships. 
This year’s larger military turnout could be credited to 

China’s growing economic influence and expanding blue-
water navy. China’s pushiness into regional issues is 
unsettling some governments. “This leads to greater demand 
for U.S. involvement and leadership to offset possible Chinese 
domination,” said Denny Roy, senior fellow with the East-
West Center in Honolulu. 

“Almost everyone in the region wants an insurance policy 
against the possibility of overbearing Chinese behavior.” 
buildup to RIMPAC, China’s state-run media grumbled that 
India got invited and they didn’t. 

Chinese and U.S. forces have plans to partner down the 
road, however. In late June, Adm. Samuel Locklear, head of 
U.S. Pacific Command, met his Chinese counterpart and 
addressed a top military academy in China with hopes of 
rebuilding military-to-military ties. China and the U.S. in May 
agreed to jointly perform humanitarian assistance/disaster 
relief and counter-piracy exercises, according to the 
Congressional Research Service. 

So, who wasn’t invited? 

China. It cut military ties with the U.S. in 2010 because of 
America’s arms sales to Taiwan, and the relationship got even 
cooler because of China’s dealings with Iran. In the 

New to RIMPAC 
Relationships don’t have to be golden for countries to 

participate in RIMPAC, a neutral ground for nations that don’t 
typically interact or train together. 

Russia, for example, sent warships to RIMPAC this year 
for the first time. So did Mexico, whose navy focuses largely 
on coastal patrol. Mexico’s leaders want greater U.S. 
cooperation and military interactions. The country’s play in 
RIMPAC, which included training with Marines, could signal 
the start of more joint maritime exercises. 

Renewed friendships 
The 2012 exercise sees a return of four countries — 

Colombia, France, Malaysia and Thailand — that first 
participated in the biennial event in 2010. 

India, Norway and the Philippines each sent command 
staffs to observe and work with the overall combined task 
force, but India shelved original plans to send a ship for what 
the task force commander, Vice Adm. Gerald Beaman, told 
reporters was another commitment. 

Great Green Fleet 
Navy Secretary Ray Mabus’ biofuel initiative at RIMPAC 

has been impossible to ignore. Despite congressional criticism 
over the high price of biofuel, Mabus still believes it’ll 
ultimately be cheaper and safer for the environment than 
petroleum-based fuels. The aircraft carrier Nimitz took on 
180,000 gallons of a biofuel blend for aircraft; the algae-, 
fatand plant-based biofuel also powered the cruiser Princeton 
and destroyer Chafee during RIMPAC. 
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It looks like the U.S. won’t go at it alone: Australia has 
agreed to work with the U.S. to develop biofuel for military 
use, and a larger demonstration is planned in 2016, The 
Australian newspaper reported. 

Broadcast Clip - CNO Update From USS Nimitz 
(YOUTUBE 20 JUL 12) U.S. Navy YouTube Channel 
View Clip (RT: 2:29) 
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CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
5. 1 Airmen, 1 Sailor Killed In Colorado Shooting, Another Sailor And Airmen Injured 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 21 JUL 12) 

AURORA, Colo. — Military officials say they’re 
planning memorials for two members of the U.S. Armed 
Forces killed in a movie theater shooting in Colorado. 

The Arapahoe County coroner has identified 27-year-old 
Navy Sailor John Larimer and 29-year-old Air Force Reservist 
Jesse Childress, 29, as two of the 12 killed. 

Navy Cmdr. Jeffrey Jakuboski says Larimer was a Navy 
cryptologist at nearby Buckley Air Force Base. Jakuboski says 
four other Sailors were at the theater, including one who was 
injured and treated at the scene. 

Larimer’s family says they’re working with the Navy to 
take his body back home to Crystal Lake, Ill. 

Air Force Capt. Andrew Williams says Childress, of 
Thornton, Colo., was a cyber-systems operator based at 
Buckley. Another Air Force airman from the base was 
wounded during the shooting. 

A Look At The Lives Of Colorado Shooting Victims 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 22 JUL 12) Gillian Flaccus and 

Kristen Wyatt 
A U.S. Navy veteran who served three tours of duty in the 

Middle East. A 6-year-old girl excited about her swimming 
classes. A Target employee who shielded his girlfriend and 
her brother with his own body. They and nine others were 
killed in the shooting rampage during a midnight showing of 
"The Dark Knight Rises" in a Denver suburb. Here are their 
stories: 

Jonathan Blunk had high hopes for the future, with plans 
to re-enlist in the Navy and the goal of becoming a Navy 
SEAL. 

The 26-year-old served three tours in the Persian Gulf and 
North Arabian Sea between 2004 and 2009, said close friend 
James Gill of Brighton, Colo. 

"It was guts or glory for him," Gill told The Associated 
Press. "It always surprised me that he didn't serve in a 
situation more on the front line. He wanted to be a first 
responder on the front line." 

Blunk was also a certified firefighter and emergency 
medical technician, Gill added. 

He died in the shooting Friday after throwing himself in 
front of friend Jansen Young and saving her life, she told the 
NBC "Today" show. He told her to stay down. 

"That's something he would do," Gill said. "If he was 
going to choose a way to die, that's how he wanted to go — 
defending someone from a (person) like that." 

Blunk, a 2004 graduate of Hug High School in Reno, 
Nev., most recently lived in Aurora and worked for a small 
flooring company. 

His estranged wife, Chantel Blunk, lives with their 4-
year-old daughter and 2-year-old son in Reno. 

Jesse Childress was an Air Force cyber-systems operator 
based at Buckley Air Force Base in Aurora. 

Air Force Capt. Andrew Williams described the 29-year-
old from Thornton, Colo., as knowledgeable, experienced and 
respectful. "We're going to miss him incredibly," he said. 

Tech Sgt. Alejandro Sanchez, a co-worker, told the AP 
that Childress was his good friend and they were on a bowling 
team together. 

"He would help anyone and always was great for our Air 
Force unit," he said. 

Another co-worker, Ashley Wassinger, said Childress 
"was a great person fun to be with, always positive and 
laughing." 

"Really just an amazing person, and I am so lucky to have 
been his friend," she said. 

John Larimer was a Navy Sailor based at Buckley Air 
Force Base, where he was a cryptologic technician — a job 
that the Navy says on its website should be filled by someone 
with "exceptionally good character, above-average writing and 
speaking skills, a good memory, curiosity and 
resourcefulness." 

Those who knew him described him in similar terms. 
The 27-year-old and another active service member, Air 

Force Sgt. Jesse Childress, were killed in the shooting 
rampage, the military said Saturday. 

Larimer, who grew up in the Chicago suburb of Crystal 
Lake, Ill., joined the service just over a year ago, the Navy 
said. 

"A valued member of our Navy team, he will be missed 
by all who knew him. My heart goes out to John's family, 
friends and loved ones, as well as to all the victims of this 
horrible tragedy," said Cmdr. Jeffrey Jakuboski, his 
commanding officer, in a written statement. 

A family member told the Daily Herald newspaper in 
Arlington Heights, Ill., that Larimer was the youngest of five 
siblings. Neighbors in his hometown recalled his sense of 
humor. 

"We love you, John, and we will miss you always," his 
parents said in a statement. 

Return to Index 
 

  



 

10 
 

6. Navy's New Ship Sails The Seas On Half The Gas 
The USS Makin Island, the Navy's newest amphibious assault ship, saves millions of dollars by using far less 
fuel than its sister ships. CNET's Daniel Terdiman hitches a ride as part of his Road Trip 2012. 
(CNET 21 JUL 12) ... Daniel Terdiman 

SAN DIEGO -- The U.S. Navy spends a fortune every 
year on energy, so for a ship to complete a deployment having 
burned through just half the cash it had available for fuel is a 
very good sign of things to come. 

For some time, the Navy has been saying many of the 
right things about its plans to go green, starting with a major 
biofuels initiative. And though a recent Wired report claims 
that the servicewide efforts have lost steam, the performance 
of the USS Makin Island could well be a bright spot. 

As part of Road Trip 2012, I've come to the Naval Base 
San Diego for a firsthand look at the Navy's most advanced 
amphibious assault ship ever, and one of the first things I was 
told is how the Makin Island -- which just completed its first-
ever deployment -- spent only $15 million of the $33 million it 
was given for fuel during the deployment. (The trip was a 7-
month journey across the world, carrying about 1,200 Marines 
and 1,000 Navy Sailors, as well as 29 helicopters and 6 
Harrier airplanes.) 

That $15 million figure is thanks to the ship's electric 
drive, known as the auxiliary propulsion motor (APM), a very-
low emissions system designed to let the Makin Island run at 
up to 12 knots -- about 13.8 miles an hour -- without using any 
fuel except a small amount to power its generators, according 
to Lt. Commander Brian Ponce, the ship's main propulsion 
assistant. 

Most Navy amphibious assault ships are powered by 
steam, which can take up to three days to get up and running, 
Ponce explained. By comparison, the Makin Island can be on 
the move within 60 seconds thanks to its electric drive. And 
though its two gas turbine engines can move the Makin Island 
at twice the speed of the electric drive, in an emergency, the 
ship can get going pronto if it has to. 

According to Ponce, the Makin Island's two propulsion 
systems can both be operated from 32 workstations scattered 
throughout the ship. That redundant system is meant to give 

engineers the ability to get the ship going even if one area has 
been damaged, he said. 

Perhaps more importantly, by burning through about half 
the fuel that a steam-powered amphibious assault ship uses, 
the Makin Island has the ability to "stay on station," or in the 
middle of action, for about twice as long as its sister ships, 
Ponce explained. 

And because the APM offers a high level of automation, 
Ponce said, it allows the Navy to staff the Makin Island's 
engineering control center with only 11 people, just over half 
what the service's steam-powered amphibious assault ships 
require, he said. 

Clean Water 
The electric drive isn't the only green system aboard the 

Makin Island. Another is a reverse osmosis setup used to help 
efficiently convert 200,000 gallons of seawater into potable 
water each day. 

According to Ponce, the system works by taking pumped-
in seawater and slowly passing it through a series of 
membrane elements. As the water is forced through the 
membranes, salt is left behind, and by the time the water has 
made it completely through, all that's left is distilled water. 

At that point, the distilled water is put through another 
system, called miox, that kills all contaminants by barraging 
them with salt pellets that have been electrically energized. 
Afterward, the remains of the salt pellets can be safely put 
overboard, Ponce explained, and the system does away with 
the use of chemicals like bromine and chlorine. 

The upshot of this is that the Makin Island can allow its 
hundreds of Marines and Navy Sailors to use quite a bit more 
fresh water than their counterparts on other vessels, even 
taking daily "Hollywood showers," or the kinds of long 
showers most of us consider normal. 

View Gallery (19 Photos) 
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7. Pacific Nations Seeking 'Insurance' At War Games 
China isn't invited but remains unspoken presence 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 22 JUL 12) ... Jeanette Steele 

HONOLULU — China’s bullying behavior, and growing 
military muscle, has led to an explosion of interest from other 
Pacific nations in American-run naval war games this month. 

One expert said Pacific nations are looking for an 
“insurance policy” against the possibility of China becoming a 
great but ugly power. 

Led by the U.S. Navy’s San Diego-based Third Fleet, the 
Rim of the Pacific international maritime exercises off Hawaii 
include 22 nations, a 50 percent increase from two years ago. 
For the first time, Russia is a player. 

“A lot of these countries interested in doing these 
exercises have China in the back of their mind,” said Ralph 
Cossa, president of Pacific Forum CSIS, a Honolulu think tank 
on Asia policy. 

“If you have an 800-pound gorilla roaming your front 
yard, you’d like to have a 1,600-pound gorilla in the living 

room,” he said, referring to the United States. “And we’re 
housebroken.” 

These every-other-year exercises, launched in 1971 with 
Canada and Australia, are not new. But experts say the United 
States, which some in Asia see as a declining power compared 
to China, has more to prove this year. The White House’s 
January announcement of a military “pivot” toward Asia 
comes at the same time as sweeping defense spending cuts. 

“The assurance that the United States wants to send out is 
that the talk of our demise is greatly exaggerated. That not 
only do we have the strength to continue to play the role in the 
region that we have, but we have a commitment to do so,” said 
Denny Roy, a senior fellow at Honolulu’s East-West Center. 

“The United States, though, is struggling to make that 
message believable because of its financial crisis.” 

China was not invited to these war games, known widely 
as RIMPAC. The U.S. Third Fleet’s Gerald Beaman, the 
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three-star Navy admiral in charge of the exercises, said the 
policy is not new and was set well over his head. 

In 1998, the United States allowed a small Chinese 
contingent to observe RIMPAC. But that was before Congress 
in 2000 restricted American-Chinese military contact and 
required an annual report on the Chinese defense picture. 

According to the latest China report in May, Beijing 
announced an 11 percent jump this year in its military budget 
to $106 billion, though actual spending is believed to be 
higher. By any count, China is continuing more than two 
decades of defense spending growth, which includes 
ambitions to make a second-hand aircraft carrier operational 
this year and deliver an advanced fighter jet as early as 2018, 
the report said. 

In the past few years, China has upset its neighbors in the 
South China Sea by making claims to natural resources around 
the Spratly Islands that are still unresolved. 

China severed military ties with the United States in early 
2010 over American arms sales to Taiwan. High-level 
discussions between U.S. and Chinese defense leaders has 
slowly resumed since 2011. 

While RIMPAC revved up in Hawaii, Adm. Samuel 
Locklear, the four-star admiral who leads U.S. Pacific 
Command, visited Chinese defense officials in June. 

Response from China to RIMPAC 2012 has been cool. A 
June 29 editorial in the English-language Global Times, 
opined that China may be “lonely” but not isolated by the 
Hawaii war games. 

“The exercise is nothing but a big party held by the U.S., 
which is in a melancholy state of mind due to difficult 
realities,” the newspaper wrote. 

“We will think that the exercise enhances the U.S. central 
position and isolates China. However, whether or not the U.S. 
has such intentions, an Asian geopolitical landscape with an 
isolated China is unlikely to come about.” 

For the 25,000 international troops attending, the war 
games are a chance for those who brought ships and planes to 
practice shooting at targets in the Pacific Missile Range 
Facility, the world’s largest. 

Off Kauai, it boasts 1,100 square miles of underwater 
space where acoustic sensors give military commanders 
detailed feedback on how their shots went off. 

For large Pacific nations, this is a chance to practice 
working together, such as refueling each other’s aircraft. The 
idea is, when the next crisis hits the Pacific — as some say is 
inevitable, with the 2011 Japanese earthquake an example — 
it won’t be difficult for responding nations to work together. 

For nations that sent only troops, such as Tonga, 
Indonesia and Malaysia, it’s a chance to learn. Activities 
include amphibious landings, anti-piracy training, mine 
clearing and diving and salvage operations and disaster-
assistance drills. 

New Zealand has returned to RIMPAC, after strained 
relations with the United States since 1984 over New 
Zealand’s objections to nuclear weapons. 

The frayed ties began to mend when Kiwi troops 
participated in Afghanistan and further improved after joint 
security agreements in 2010 and this year. New Zealand 
troops came to Camp Pendleton last month to train with U.S. 
Marines, who had gone there in May. 

But the nuke dispute has meant U.S. warships can’t dock 
in New Zealand, and New Zealand’s two warships weren’t 
allowed to tie up in Pearl Harbor with the other RIMPAC 
vessels, which caused a flap in Kiwi media. 

New Zealand and its neighbor Australia both see their 
futures in amphibious ships, which are different from most 
warships because they transport troops and put them ashore. 
New Zealand bought its first modern amphib, the Canterbury, 
in 2008. Australia is expecting its first, the Canberra, to enter 
service in 2014 and the Adelaide to follow. 

But neither country has a Marine Corps. So they are 
training army soldiers to work from ships, a cultural sea 
change. Australian and New Zealand military spokesman 
touted the ability to use amphibs to respond to humanitarian 
crises. 

Out of 46 vessels present, Russia supplied three, a 
destroyer, salvage tug and tanker. 

The Russians declined an interview request, according to 
a U.S. Navy spokesman. But Third Fleet’s Beaman said the 
contingent was involved in gunnery exercises, diving and 
salvage, anti-piracy and maritime security training. 

Russia has also participated in naval exercises with China 
in recent years. 

Cossa of the Pacific Forum said Russia is taking another 
look at Asia, where it has run hot and cold in the past, with the 
return of Vladimir Putin to the presidency. 

The U.S. Navy spent $2.3 million on RIMPAC in 2010 — 
not counting the fuel used and salaries of U.S. troops involved, 
which the Navy says would gone toward training anyway. 

The increased interest in the exercises apparently cost the 
United States only a bit more. Third Fleet officials say the 
price tag will likely go up 15 percent when the bills are tallied 
this year. 
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8. Military, Hospitals Collaborate During 'Tsunami' At RIMPAC 
(HONOLULU STAR-ADVERTISER 21 JUL 12) ... William Cole 

An imagined magnitude-9.5 earthquake off Chile and a 
resulting 30-foot tsunami rolling into Honolulu gave the 
military and hospital system on Oahu a chance to work 
together over the past five days during Rim of the Pacific war 
games to manage the hypothetical disaster. 

Army Spc. Lisa Rosales, 29, was among the 8,000 to 
10,000 people displaced by the "tsunami." She was made up to 
look like she had a gunshot wound to the abdomen, a 
laceration to her arm and glass in her chest. 

"I don't think people would expect certain injuries like 
gunshot injuries (during a natural disaster)," said Rosales, who 
was airlifted to Tripler Army Medical Center on a military 
helicopter in a test of treatment capabilities. 

One of the role players, wearing a black T-shirt, staged an 
argument Friday with medical providers at the treatment camp 
set up on Ford Island and then shouted to no one in particular, 
"Has anybody seen my brother?" 

In the scenario, downtown Honolulu was a jumble of cars, 
wood, debris and water. Part of the Sand Island access bridge 
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had collapsed and was underwater. Aloha Stadium was being 
used for evacuees. 

It was the first time in RIMPAC's 41-year history that a 
humanitarian assistance/disaster relief component was part of 
the big maritime exercise, and the first time U.S. hospitals 
have participated in RIMPAC. 

The U.S. military now views emergency relief as a 
cornerstone of maintaining and improving international 
relations in the disaster-prone Pacific. 

Several hundred military members and about 45 medical 
workers from 11 hospitals in the state evaluated about 200 
"casualties" of the tsunami Friday at a makeshift camp on Ford 
Island made up of dozens of big field tents. 

In the disaster scenario, the tsunami hit the fictional 
Republic of Chianti, a foreign nation, and the U.S. military got 
involved through the United Nations and U.S. State 
Department. But it was also a test of military assistance to the 
real Honolulu in the event of a disaster. 

Toby Clairmont, director of disaster services for the 
Healthcare Association of Hawaii, said the local hospitals 
were learning "how to work with the Department of Defense 
on an international operation and work with them effectively, 
which can be hard because cultures are different." 

The civilian medical members also interacted with other 
nations taking part in RIMPAC. 

Hawaii hospital members that were part of a disaster 
medical assistance team have deployed to U.S. territories such 
as American Samoa and Guam but not to foreign countries, 
officials said. 

A Hawaii hospital team wanted to lend a hand in Japan 
after the 2011 tsunami as part of Operation Tomodachi, the 
U.S. relief effort, but the U.S. Defense Department "wasn't 
sure about us, (and their reaction was,) ‘Who are you, what 
can you do?'" Clairmont said. 

The five-day exercise ending Friday helped bridge that 
gap, Clairmont said. 
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9. Seabees Join Hawaii National Guard During RIMPAC Search And Rescue Exercise 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 21 JUL 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Patrick Dille, RIMPAC Public Affairs 

BELLOWS AIR FORCE BASE, Hawaii -- A small 
detachment of Seabees joined a specialized team of Hawaii 
National Guard Soldiers and civilian urban search-and-rescue 
(USAR) experts, July 17-19, for an exercise demonstrating 
lifesaving and construction skills during the Rim of the Pacific 
(RIMPAC) 2012 exercise. 

The exercise involved the first operational test of the new 
cloud-based Glimpse initiative, a National Geospatial 
Intelligence Agency program that provides operation 
commanders live video streams transmitted by geo-tracked 
Android-based devices from the field. 

Nine members of Construction Battalion Maintenance 
Unit (CBMU) 303 integrated with Hawaii Army National 
Guard Chemical, Biological Radiological and Nuclear 
Enhanced Response Force Package Task Force (HING 
CERFP) Soldiers from Alpha Company, 29th Brigade Special 
Troops Battalion to form two teams during the search and 
rescue exercise. The Seabees, who do not typically receive the 
kind of specialized medical and rescue training the HING 
CERFP Soldiers do, contributed their heavy equipment and 
manpower to a simulation involving people scattered 
throughout, and buried within, a rubble pile. 

"The Seabees are using their skill set, being able to work 
construction and equipment, and working side-by-side with 
the National Guard, who have received the training actually 
going into confined spaces, using different types of shoring, 
the use of ropes and pulleys and blocking; a lot of that is new 
stuff that we don't deal with," said Equipment Operator 1st 
Class Dan Lasich, Seabee mission commander during the 
search and rescue training exercise. "So, we got to take our 
normal skill sets, and our knowledge of tools and equipment, 
and apply it to a search-and-rescue type scenario." 

Members of a National Geospatial Intelligence Agency 
team were testing the hand-held, tablet-based Glimpse 
initiative for the first time in an operational military setting 
during this exercise. Glimpse operators provided a near real-
time view of the disaster scene to the command center at Ford 
Island Navy Base on the other side of Oahu, Hawaii, by 
transmitting live video over the local cellular network. 

"We were trying to close a capability gap of 
communications during a humanitarian assistance and disaster 
relief event, and this venue provided the perfect opportunity 
for us to test our solution to that problem," said Lt. Col. Trina 
Patterson, Associate Deputy for Experiments and 
Demonstrations with the National Geospatial Intelligence 
Agency's Military Support Readiness division. "It provides 
better situational awareness for commanders and decision 
makers so that they understand the relevance of what's 
happening on the ground." 

Glimpse operators accompanied the advanced echelon 
(ADVON) team who first to assessed the affected area and 
provided information to CRAFP commanders who made 
decisions about what resources to use in their response. 
ADVON teams can be comprised of Seabee engineers, 
corpsmen, civil affairs personnel and combat camera 
photographers, and are usually sent to a disaster area first to 
communicate with commanders. However, this ADVON team 
used the Glimpse initiative to feed live video in addition to 
more traditional radio communication. 

"Communication and imagery is our thing because we 
need to send information back to the main body to show them, 
to paint the picture for them, and recommend things from a 
perspective on the ground of what needs to happen," said Lt. 
John Daly, Naval Facilities Engineering Command, Hawaii, 
staff engineer augmentee, and leader of the ADVON team at 
the search-and-rescue exercise. 

The exercise was part of the larger, week-long 
humanitarian assistance and disaster relief (HA/DR) training 
event which started July 16. It is the first of its kind within the 
biennial RIMPAC exercises to include partnership with 
civilian hospitals and medical centers, and training and 
certification for expeditionary forces to respond to foreign 
disasters as a Crisis Response Adaptive Force Package 
(CRAFP). 

"It gives people a chance to learn more about each other's 
capabilities and interoperability, and to be able to put those 
learned practices into play for real world response to disaster 
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situations," said Lt. Cmdr Patricia Serrano, RIMPAC HA/DR 
coordinator and deputy fleet surgeon for U.S. 3rd Fleet. 

"The idea behind this was: let's practice this before the 
next disaster and hopefully what we learn and communicate to 
each other will help us be more efficient and effective in the 
future," said Capt. Michael Napolitano, HA/DR exercise 
commander and Expeditionary Training Group commanding 
officer. 

Marines have conducted non-combatant evacuation 
training exercises in the past, even as recently as this year in 
California, but those pre-deployment exercises involved single 
Marine units, whereas the RIMPAC HA/DR exercise involved 
coalition partner militaries from four countries, 23 Hawaiian 
medical facilities and more than 2,000 participants. 

RIMPAC HA/DR exercise coordinators created a fictional 
island nation, represented by Hawaii, which suffered a 
catastrophe caused by a tsunami. They included coalition 
partner nations in the scenario so exercise participants would 
gain experience working in a more realistic, global 
environment. 

A partially-collapsed two-story concrete building 
dominated the exercise site, with twisted metal protruding 
from the broken slabs. Seabees had used a front-end loader the 
day prior to bury several mannequins under concrete pieces 
weighing hundreds of pounds. A live role-player laid on the 
exposed second-story floor, while others laid within the 
collapsed structure, adding an even greater degree of realism 
to the scenario. 

USAR designer and lead trainer, Vince Moffitt, said he 
structured the fictional scenario so that the Seabees and 
CERFP Soldiers were responding to a request for assistance 
from local fire and police agencies after they had evaluated the 
site. In reality, the military members were applying real search 
and rescue skills to recover live volunteers and mannequins 
placed throughout the site. 

"If these guys came in to support an operation, the local 
resources would have already been overwhelmed," said 
Moffitt, "And with an incident command already set up, they 
would integrate with the organizational structure in place, and 
that's what we're simulating here." 

The scenario allowed the Seabees and HING CERFP to 
conduct their mission within the exercise scenario while 
gaining real experience as a combined team. 

"For Hawaii, because of their geography, if they have a 
true disaster such as a [cyclone] or a tsunami, and they need a 
response, the military is a perfect agency to be able to come 
and support them in that," said Serrano, "And building the 
communication bridges in advance, and the network, and 
getting to understand which agencies are going to be operating 
together -- it helps us prepare and advance our response." 

Because of Hawaii's increased potential for natural 
disaster, HING maintains CERFP as a primary resource for 
emergency response. 

"We are the state urban search and rescue team, there is 
no civilian one," said Capt. Aaron Blanchard, HING CERFP 
operations officer and officer in charge of the rescue mission 
here. "There is city and county fire department, of course, and 
local authorities, but at the state level, we're it." 

HING CERFP members have all received advanced 
search and rescue training in addition to casualty 
decontamination, emergency medical and security training. 
The integrated training environment allowed the Seabees 

hands-on experience with rescue techniques that involved 
things like using block-and-pulley systems to extract a victim 
through a second-story window, and using custom-sized wood 
shoring to brace a collapsing doorway. 

"This is a lot of new stuff for us that they've done and 
been through and so just breaking through a rock or working 
around some of these obstacles; it's wild just to see how they 
get a body out without further injuring it," said Equipment 
Operator 2nd Class Brian Krause, a member of CBMU 303 
who experienced search and rescue for the first time. 

The integrated teams were made up of at least three HING 
CERFP members and one Seabee, with the experienced 
Soldiers guiding the Sailors through the extraction steps. 

"We practice these skills all the time so that in a real-
world situation we won't get frozen up, and so we'll know 
what to do right on the spot," said Spc. Daysen Chang, a four-
year veteran of the HING CERFP team. "Once we showed 
them how to do it, they caught on real quick and we clicked 
and got the victims rescued with no problems." 

The Seabees contributed their construction experience to 
the rescue effort by coaching the Soldiers on building 
techniques and Federal Emergency Management Agency 
(FEMA) construction standards, and assisting with heavy 
lifting. 

Seabees from CBMU 303 continue to participate in 
RIMPAC 2012 by providing combat-ready engineer forces 
that conduct contingency engineering and a wide range of 
construction planning and operational support to expeditionary 
ground forces. 

Experimental Mobile App Assists In Disaster Decision 
Making 

(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 22 JUL 12) Mass 
Communication Specialist 1st Class Ernesto Bonilla, 
RIMPAC Public Affairs 

JOINT BASE PEARL HARBOR-HICKAM, Hawaii -- 
The National Geospatial Intelligence Agency (NGA) tested 
two new mobile applications during the week-long 
humanitarian assistance and disaster relief (HA/DR) portion of 
the Rim of the Pacific (RIMPAC) 2012 exercise. 

Military forces and government organizations from 
Canada, Japan, Australia, and New Zealand participated with 
local disaster responders in a simulated catastrophic disaster. 

The Hermes and Glimpse initiatives are cellular based, 
geo-tracked, applications that allow operators to create and 
transmit near instantaneous information to a command cell. 
Developed by the NGA, Hermes operates on Android devices 
and lets users create real-time incident reports from the field. 

"With Hermes, operators are sent out with either a (smart) 
phone or a tablet. These devices operate on the local cellular 
network and when running the Glimpse application, it allows 
for geo-tracking," said U.S. Army Lt. Col. Trina Patterson of 
the NGA. "The operator can then submit a situation report 
consisting of images, (prerecorded) video, and the type of 
emergency. These reports will assist in determining the 
appropriate response." 

Glimpse is the visual portion of the software package that 
provides decision makers real time views of an event. First 
responders can send live streaming video while being geo-
tracked from the mobile device. The streaming video is 
uploaded to a server where it can be accessed via a secure 
URL address. With live visuals, assets can be deployed with 
little delay. 
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"These applications provide better situational awareness 
for commanders and decision makers so that they understand 
the relevance of what's going on in real time," said Patterson. 
"Based on the footage and information received, any special 
preparations can be accommodated prior to the deploying of 
rescue units or if a victim needed surgery the surgical team 
could be better prepared before arrival." 

According to Patterson, Hermes-Glimpse offers potential 
solutions to communication obstacles encountered during 
Operation Tomadachi, the relief effort in Japan following the 
2011 earthquake and resulting tsunami. 

"This is something we've been working on specifically to 
respond to a HA/DR scenario. We were trying to close a 
capability gap in communications during a disaster relief 
effort. This (simulated disaster) provided the perfect 
opportunity for us to test our solution to that problem," said 
Patterson. 

Until RIMPAC, the system had only been tested in a lab 
environment, but had yet to be tested in a HA/DR scenario. 

International observers not actively participating in the 
scenario commented on the importance of the exercise and the 

value of tools such as Hermes/Glimpse, and what it could 
bring to an HA/DR scenario. 

"By observing this exercise, it lets me know what 
capabilities the U.S. has and how they handle situations, and 
in turn what I could offer," said Claudia Gonzalez, fleet 
surgeon of the Chilean Navy. 

After seeing the Hermes-Glimpse in action Gonzalez said, 
"It's an outstanding and innovative tool and it would truly 
advance medicine and help save lives." 

With this new communication tool, information can be 
distributed to responding agencies and international militaries 
almost instantaneously. 

"The information sharing technology and the ability to 
rapidly disseminate it, is critical to the success of this 
operation," said U.S. Navy Capt. Michael Napolitano, HA/DR 
exercise commander and Expeditionary Training Group 
commanding officer. "The whole idea behind disaster 
response is to get there as quick as you can and stem the 
bleeding." 
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10. RIMPAC Expands To Include Training In Humanitarian Aid 
(HONOLULU STAR-ADVERTISER 21 JUL 12) ... Ira Zunin 

The Rim of the Pacific exercises, hosted by the United 
States this summer in the waters near Hawaii, is the world's 
largest maritime war exercise. Twenty-two participating 
nations are now working to refine joint operations. 

This year, RIMPAC has built in an enhanced 
Humanitarian Assistance/Disaster Response exercise. It marks 
the first time U.S. hospitals have participated in RIMPAC and 
is an unprecedented opportunity that offers training 
opportunities for hospitals statewide. Simulated casualty care 
operations are central to the training. 

“It is a unique opportunity to practice response and 
recovery operations jointly with naval humanitarian assistance 
efforts,” said Toby L. Clairmont, director of emergency 
services for the Healthcare Association of Hawaii and the 
team commander of the Hawaii Disaster Medical Assistance 
Team. 

Coordinated by the Healthcare Association of Hawaii 
(HAH) Emergency Services, hospitals participate in the 
disaster scenario exercises with helicopter landings, patient 
transport and moulage (mock injuries molded from rubber or 
latex). HAH Emergency Services provides emergency 
preparedness and operations management services to more 
than 115 health care coalition members throughout the state, 

including hospitals, nursing homes, assisted-living facilities, 
home care and hospice, air and ground ambulance, blood 
banks and clinical laboratories. It is one of only three federally 
recognized model health care coalitions (along with 
Indianapolis and Washington, D.C.) that serve as exemplars 
for the rest of the nation. 

The scenario: Hawaii serving as the fictional nation of 
“Chianti.” A magnitude-9.0 earthquake in Chile generates a 
massive tsunami, resulting in substantial damage to coastal 
infrastructure with injuries and loss of human life. 

Twenty-three local hospitals on six islands are 
participating in either casualty or noncasualty care. Six of 
them are involved in helicopter operations. Twelve additional 
health care facilities within the state support the exercise. 
RIMPAC medical exercises include the establishment and 
operations of a joint field medical facility (Disaster Medical 
Assistance Team and Tripler Army Medical Center) on Ford 
Island, patient movement to various hospitals on Oahu and 
Maui by ground and air, and an array of related activities 
including simulated Department of Defense-produced public 
health messaging, activation of an alert and notification 
network, resupply operations and communications exercises 
on multiple networks. 
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11. Australian Sub Sinks Target Ship Kilauea During RIMPAC 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 22 JUL 12) 

The former USS Kilauea is the latest ship sunk as part of 
the Rim of the Pacific exercises in and around the Hawaiian 
Islands. 

The ammunition ship commissioned in 1968 went down 
in water nearly 15,500 feet deep 63 miles off the coast of 
Kauai this morning, sunk by an Australian submarine. 

Australian Commodore Stuart Mayer, Combined Forces 
Maritime Component commander for RIMPAC, said the 

"HMAS Farncomb's success reminds us yet again of the 
invaluable role submarines play in modern warfare." 

The Navy says the exercises allow crews to gain 
proficiency in live firing. 

Two other ships were sunk during the exercises this 
month. 

Environmental and costs concerns had prompted the Navy 
to observe a moratorium on using old ships for target practice. 
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12. Sea Spirit At RIMPAC 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 21 JUL 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Phillip Pavlovich, RIMPAC Public Affairs 

JOINT BASE PEARL HARBOR-HICKAM, Hawaii -- 
Eight nations took part in a joint operational planning training 
opportunity during Sea Spirit 2012, at the Ford Island 
Conference Center on Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam during 
the Rim of the Pacific (RIMPAC) 2012 exercise. 

Canadian Forces College senior instructors from the 
Canadian Army, Royal Canadian Air Force, and Royal 
Canadian Navy led more than 30 officers and senior enlisted 
members from Australia, Chile, Canada, Colombia, Japan, 
Peru, Thailand, and U.S. forces during the exercise by 
demonstrating how the Canadian Forces Operational Planning 
Process is designed at the operational level of warfare. 

"Utilizing RIMPAC partner nation experts in their 
cognizant fields provided for a more dynamic and thoroughly 
developed plan in accomplishing Sea Spirit's designed 
objectives," said Lt. Cmdr. D. Matt Attaway, Commander, 
U.S. Third Fleet chief of plans and associate director of Sea 
Spirit. 

Taking advantage of the training opportunities RIMPAC 
2012 provides, representatives from participating nations 
formed a combined joint task forces (CJTF) operational 
planning team and focused on a multi-national force crisis 
response. Sea Spirit allowed the CJTF to broaden and share 
understanding of operational level planning using a fictional 
maritime scenario in the central Pacific Ocean. 

"It's a good opportunity to gain knowledge of the planning 
process and to cooperate with different militaries," said Lt. 
Cmdr. Walter Matthews of the Chilean marines. "The 
language barrier can be challenging, but when you have a 
strong will to get everything done, it becomes easier." 

The group used a map that was modeled after the Spanish, 
British and French empires. Fictional nations and islands were 
printed on the map in place of existing countries. Participants 
actively walked on the map and moved wooden blocks 
representing ships, submarines and aircraft around to 

conceptualize military actions in the event of a real a life 
crisis. 

"The map allows you to become really involved in the 
geography and landscape of the region," said Australian Fleet 
Battle Staff Lt. Rebecca Wilson. "You can walk around and 
move military assets and analyze different courses of action." 

Sea Spirit was originally used by U.S. 3rd Fleet as an 
operational level of war education and training vehicle for 
RIMPAC 2010 utilizing the Australian Joint Military 
Appreciation Process. 

After positive feedback from the CJTF in 2010, Sea Spirit 
was rewritten for RIMPAC 2012 using the Canadian Forces 
Operational Planning Process (CFOPP). 

"It builds on the 'Capable, Adaptive Partners' theme of 
RIMPAC 2012 as an additional venue to engage our fellow 
nations in coordinating and developing an operational level of 
warfare (OLW) plan under a single nation planning process," 
said Attaway. 

The CJTF concluded Sea Spirit by discussing lessons 
learned within crisis planning scenario. 

"In the end, we all walked away with an enhanced level of 
knowledge of the CFOPP, while working together as a 
coalition team," said Attaway. 

"As a principle warfare officer, the skills I've learned here 
are very relevant to my future job," said Wilson. "It has really 
assisted me in understanding other navies and operating 
together." 

Twenty-two nations, more than 40 ships and submarines, 
over 200 aircraft and 25,000 personnel are participating in the 
RIMPAC exercise from June 29 to Aug. 3 in and around the 
Hawaiian Islands. The world's largest international maritime 
exercise, RIMPAC provides a unique training opportunity that 
helps participants foster and sustain the cooperative 
relationships that are critical to ensuring the safety of sea lanes 
and security on the world's oceans. RIMPAC 2012 is the 23rd 
exercise in the series that began in 1971. 
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13. VP-45, Mexican Navy Join Forces During RIMPAC 2012 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 20 JUL 12) ... Lt. j.g. Alec Verone, Patrol Squadron 45 Public Affairs 

PEARL HARBOR, Hawaii -- The Mexican navy and 
Patrol Squadron (VP) 45 "Pelicans" have integrated into the 
Combined Task Force (CTF) 176 on board USS Essex (LHD 
2) for Rim of the Pacific (RIMPAC) 2012, June 29 to Aug. 3. 

CTF-176 Commander, Rear Adm. Peter Ellis, and his 
command staff, consisting of Sailors from Canada, Mexico, 
New Zealand, and the U.S. are operating from Essex and leads 
more than 10 ships, 12 aircraft, three landing craft air cushion 
(LCAC), 11 amphibious assault vehicles, and more than 3,500 
personnel. 

The year marks the first time the Mexican navy is 
participating in RIMPAC. 

"This is a very important moment in history for Mexico," 
said Cmdr. Juan Malo, CTF 176 liaison for the Mexican navy. 
"We are excited about training with the other countries in 
RIMPAC, and showing how capable the ARM Usumacinta 
is." 

The ARM Usumacinta is a Tank Landing Ship (LST) 
vessel homeported in Manzanillo, Mexico. 

"VP-45 has generated a striking amount of anti-submarine 
warfare (ASW) readiness by operating in the first phase of the 
RIMPAC exercise," said Cmdr. John Brabazon, executive 
officer of VP 45. "ASW primacy is our squadron's calling 
card. As we continue to build towards a challenging Seventh 
Fleet deployment in December, operating in this complex joint 
environment will pay long-term dividends for the Pelican 
team." 

The relationships built during RIMPAC extended beyond 
the air, land, and sea. 

"Cmdr. Malo and I shared a stateroom together," said 
Brabazon. "In the end, we are all trying to achieve the same 
objective - serve our country with intense pride and contribute 
to lasting global security. I am proud to call Cmdr. Malo my 
shipmate and mi amigo." 
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CTF 176 is an expeditionary strike group (ESG) and 
consists of participants from Australia, Canada, Chile, 
Indonesia, Japan, Malaysia, Mexico, Republic of Korea, 
Tonga, New Zealand, and the U.S. Throughout RIMPAC 

2012, the task force will participate in a wide range of 
amphibious exercises, non-combatant evacuation operation 
exercises, helicopter and mechanized raids, and Marine live-
fire support exercises. 
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14. Divers Participate In Recompression Chamber Exercise During RIMPAC 2012 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 20 JUL 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Tiffany Sivels 

JOINT BASE PEARL HARBOR-HICKAM -- Divers 
assigned to Mobile Underwater Diving Salvage Unit 
(MUDSU) 1 and divers from coalition partners conducted a 
recompression chamber exercise during Rim of the Pacific 
(RIMPAC) 2012 July 18. 

The exercise was conducted as part of the humanitarian 
assistance and disaster relief (HA/DR) scenario within 
RIMPAC. 

The scenario consisted of a diver becoming unconscious 
due to an arterial gas embolism while conducting a search and 
rescue mission. 

"An arterial gas embolism is usually the result of an 
injury to the lungs that causes bubbles to leak into the 
bloodstream," said Chief Warrant Officer 3 Dennis Kypros, 
MUDSU 1 Training Officer. "A bubble that leaks into the 
bloodstream acts like a blood clot and can cause a stroke for a 
diver." 

During the exercise, members of MUDSU 1 pulled a 
simulated unconscious diver out of the water, and by using 
small boats, the team transported the diver to the Japan 
Maritime Self-Defense Force minesweeper tender JS Bungo 
(MST-464). 

"It is very beneficial for our Navy to continue 
participating in RIMPAC scenarios such as these," said Cmdr. 
Hiroki Yokozawa, Bungo commanding officer. "Our presence 
here now and in the past, has helped us immensely in our 
efforts to aid Japan during the earthquake last year." 

Once on board Bungo, the team simulated treating the 
diver by using a recompression chamber, an emergency 
hyperbaric chamber that operates as a total-life support system 
that can treat a diver suffering from an arterial gas embolism. 

Able Seaman Matthew Johnston, a Royal Australian Navy 
Clearance Diver played the role of the unconscious diver that 
was treated by the recompression chamber. 

"Even though the recompression chamber portion of the 
exercise was simulated," said Johnston, "It was great to see 
what Japan's capabilities are. The chamber on the Bungo was 
of a larger scale, but it still provided the same functions as 
what I'm used to." 

Kypros added that, "Due to the relationships that we've 
built and the training that we've conducted during RIMPAC 
with Japan and other allied nations, when we are forward 
deployed, this will allow us to be familiar with their chamber 
and use it in the case of emergencies." 

Six Australian divers and six U.S. Coast Guard divers are 
assigned to MUDSU 1, Company 16 for the RIMPAC 
exercise. 

This year's RIMPAC exercise includes units or personnel 
from Australia, Canada, Chile, Colombia, France, India, 
Indonesia, Japan, Malaysia, Mexico, Netherlands, New 
Zealand, Norway, Peru, the Republic of Korea, the Republic 
of the Philippines, Russia, Singapore, Thailand, Tonga, the 
United Kingdom and the United States. 
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15. Naval Aviators Help Renovate Vietnamese Medical Clinic 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 20 JUL 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Michael Feddersen, Navy Public Affairs Support 
Element West 

VINH, Vietnam -- Helicopter pilots aboard Military 
Sealift Command hospital ship USNS Mercy (T-AH 19) 
helped a multinational team renovating the Hung Tien 
Medical Clinic, during Pacific Partnership 2012 (PP12). 

The pilots, members of Helicopter Sea Combat Squadron 
(HSC) 21's 'Blackjacks,' painted window grates and walls, and 
helped with various other projects around the engineering 
civic action project (ENGCAP). 

Navy Lt. Brittany Manley, one of the pilots, said the 
experience was different from the normal duties she has have 
on the mission. 

"It gave us the chance to get hands on with the mission 
and do something we wouldn't otherwise have the opportunity 
to do in other countries," Manley said. "It was a good change 
of pace and a chance to interact with people involved in 
different activities. We were really happy to get the chance to 
come out here and get our hands dirty." 

The engineering team was equally happy to have help 
during the project. Builder Constructionman Kory Banes said 
having the help allowed them to focus on other projects 
around the site. 

"They didn't do the most exciting stuff," Banes said. "But 
they were happy to be part of the process of doing something 
great for this community." 

Manley said the pilots integrated and interacted, not only 
to help accomplish the project, but to get to know the other 
people working at the site. 

"Instead of flying these guys out to the sites, we got to see 
what they actually do," Manley said. 

The Hung Tien medical clinic is expected to be finished 
and hold a ceremonial opening before PP12 continues to their 
next mission port of Cambodia, July 24. 

Sharing Surgery In Vietnam, PP12 Surgeons At 
Vietnamese Hospital 

VINH, VIETNAM -- Vietnamese and Pacific Partnership 
2012 (PP12) surgeons used the common language of medicine 
to operate on patients at a Vietnamese hospital, July 18. 

The joint team of surgeons performed various surgeries 
side-by-side using medical techniques and practices at 
Friendship General Hospital during a PP12 surgical civic 
assistance program (SURGCAP). 
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"We speak the same surgery," said Dr. Robert Baxt, a 
volunteer surgeon on PP12. "Grammatically, we couldn't be 
further apart, but once we are in the operating room, our hands 
knew where their hands were going and their hands knew 
where our hands were going." 

Although there were different names for instruments and 
procedures, the surgeons knew the next steps to work as a 
team to successfully complete the surgeries. 

Dr. Le Anh Xuan, vice-head of the surgery department at 
Friendship General Hospital, said he enjoyed having the PP12 
surgeons assisting in his cases. 

"My favorite part was the understanding between the 
surgeons," he said. "It was difficult not being able to 
understand what they said, but everything else came 
naturally." 

The various surgeons involved in the exchange will be 
working together until July 20, at Friendship General Hospital, 
as well as on the Military Sealift Command hospital ship 
USNS Mercy (T-AH 19). All involved are gaining valuable 
knowledge and experience. 

"I have learned a lot by having the other surgeons here to 
help," said Le. "They know some techniques that are slightly 
different, and we know some techniques that are different as 
well." 

Baxt said this display of cooperation and understanding is 
why the practice of surgery can be taken to anyone, anywhere 
in the world. 

"We believe in helping take care of people," he said. "We 
are people working with people from other nations, sharing 
knowledge. We are fully committed to doing what we do." 

The exchange of knowledge during surgeries is an 
important mission of PP12. Surgeons from around the world 
are given the opportunity to work together, learning new skills 
and sharing best practices and techniques that are used by 
different people despite a language barrier. 

Now in its seventh year, Pacific Partnership 2012 is an 
annual U.S. Pacific Fleet humanitarian and civic assistance 
mission U.S. military, host and partner nations, non-
governmental organizations and international agencies 
designed to build stronger relationships and disaster response 
capabilities in the Asia-Pacific region. 

Peruvian Navy Participates In Pacific Partnership 
2012 

(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 20 JUL 12) Mass 
Communication Specialist 2nd Class Stephen M. Votaw, Navy 
Public Affairs Support Element West 

VINH, Vietnam -- A Peruvian Navy Doctor is serving 
aboard the Military Sealift Command hospital ship USNS 
Mercy (T-AH 19) supporting Pacific Partnership 2012 (PP12). 

Peruvian Navy Lieutenant Giannilu Sotomayor, one of 
two Peruvian Sailors aboard USNS Mercy, and is working 

with PP12's medical department performing medical services 
on and off the ship in Vietnam and Cambodia. 

"It is my role to participate in medical activities and to 
help the people here who really need us," said Sotomayor. 
"We have an important role to show the people of Vietnam 
that we are here to help them." 

Sotomayor said that she is very excited to be on this 
mission. 

"This is the first time I have ever been on a ship that 
wasn't from my country," Sotomayor said. "For me to be on 
this mission is like winning a prize. I am very happy to be here 
and to be able to participate in this Pacific Partnership." 

Sotomayor said that the biggest challenge for her during 
the mission has been the language barrier. 

"It was hard at first when I got here, because I speak very 
little English," Sotomayor said. "So when I was working with 
Americans, Australians and New Zealanders they found new 
ways of communicating with me. We use pictures that we 
have drawn and phrases we have picked up from each other's 
languages and it has made it very easy to understand what 
everyone is saying." 

Sotomayor said she recognized the advantages for her 
country to participate in Pacific Partnership missions. 

"One of the ways we benefit from this mission is through 
the friendships and relationships we have created with the 
service members and medical personnel from other countries," 
Sotomayor said. "PP12 also helps because it allows me to 
learn about illnesses that are different to those we see in Peru. 
This is a huge benefit because if a disaster should happen 
somewhere we need to know about all of the diseases that they 
have and how to treat them. I will be bringing back the 
knowledge I have learned here to my fellow doctors in Peru 
and will help to teach them to treat these illnesses that are 
affecting so many people." 

Sotomayor finished by emphasizing the importance for 
her country to continue to participate in future Pacific 
Partnership missions. 

"I think my country can learn much from continuing to 
participate in the Pacific Partnership missions," Sotomayor 
said. "It is a great experience to meet new people and to learn 
new things about medicines and treatments. But the true 
benefit from this mission is being able to help the people of 
Vietnam and the other countries we are visiting that truly need 
the care we can provide." 

PP12 medical services are free of charge and help change 
the lives of hundreds of people in both small and large ways 
through a multi-national, multi Non-Governmental 
Organization (NGO) team of doctors and nurses and other 
personnel who are exchanging cultural awareness, 
professional techniques, and learning to work together as a 
team. 
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16. USS Truman Gets Precision Landing Site 
(WAVY NBC NORFOLK 22 JUL 12) 

ATLANTIC OCEAN - The aircraft carrier USS Harry S. 
Truman conducted its first helicopter recovery on a newly-
added flight deck precision landing site July 22. 

The precision landing site is one of two that do not 
overlap the flight path for fixed-wing aircraft, adding 

enhanced flight operation capability to Truman’s embarked 
helicopter and fixed-wing aircraft squadrons. 

“These landing sites do not foul the flight path for fixed-
wing aircraft,” said Lt. Larry Tarver, Truman’s aircraft 
handling officer. “The Navy has added these sites to other 
Nimitz-class aircraft carriers, but this is Truman’s first landing 
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on that site. It is a capability that makes Truman more 
versatile.” 

Truman recovered an MH-60S Sea Hawk assigned to the 
Dusty Dogs of Helicopter Sea Combat Squadron 7. 

“Because of the new landing site, Truman won’t have to 
stop fixed-wing flight operations to recover our helicopters,” 
said Lt. Dan Didier, the HSC-7 pilot who completed the first 
precision site landing. 

During flight operations on previous deployments and 
underways, HSC-7 waited for Truman to pause fixed-wing 
aircraft operations in order to land. 

“Before, we would land, refuel, swap aircrew, and take 
off from a position on the flight deck that interrupted fixed-
wing flight operations,” Didier said. “It was necessary, but it 
interrupted the flow of the flight deck.” 

According to Didier, helicopter recovery and launch took 
up to 30 minutes to complete, interrupting fixed-wing flight 
operations for more than 40 minutes per helicopter landing. 

“Now we can launch and recover fixed-wing aircraft 
while refueling or landing a helicopter,” Tarver said. 

The landing was successful, and HSC-7 plans to begin 
landing helicopters and fixed-wing aircraft in the future. 

“This capability helps HSC-7, it helps Truman, and it 
makes us a more ready team,” Didier said. 

Truman Earns Flight Deck Certification 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 21 JUL 12) Mass 

Communication Specialist Seaman Taylor DiMartino, USS 
Harry S. Truman Public Affairs 

USS HARRY S. TRUMAN, At Sea -- The aircraft carrier 
USS Harry S. Truman (CVN 75) completed flight deck 
certification July 19, four days after its 16-month docking 
planned incremental availability (DPIA) ended. 

Eight squadrons assigned to Carrier Air Wing (CVW) 3 
embarked Truman to complete aircraft launches and 
recoveries during Truman's flight deck certification and will 
continue flight operations during carrier qualifications. 

Truman's flight deck certification was the result of the 
hard work of all the Sailors and Marines underway with 
Truman, said Lt. James Sandifer, carrier air traffic control 
center (CATCC) watch officer. 

Flight deck certification included qualifying CVW-3's air 
crew and getting Truman's flight deck personnel back into the 
swing of air operations, said Lt. Cmdr. David Walston, V-0's 
division officer from air department. 

To become flight deck certified, Truman required 120 
launches and recoveries during the day and 40 during the night 
across the span of three days. 

"Completing flight deck certification was a team effort 
between Truman's crew and the air wing," said Walston. "The 
drills were accomplished because we were able to quickly 
come together as a team." 

The precision approach landing system (PALS) also 
played an integral role during certification. The PALS sends a 

radar signal to pilots, which assists them in correcting aircraft 
to successfully land aboard Truman. PALS is inspected and 
certified by Commander, Naval Air Force Atlantic personnel. 

In addition to launching and recovering aircraft, the crew 
had to conduct several fire drills and taxi drills to transport the 
jets around the flight deck and hangar bays. 

The air wing supported Truman during flight deck 
certification, and now Truman can support air wing pilots as 
they earn carrier qualifications, said Walston. 

"We have the best working relationship between crew and 
air wing that I have ever seen," said Walston. "The pilots trust 
our Sailors on the flight deck, and in turn, the flight deck 
Sailors trust the pilots." 

Now that flight deck certification is complete, the 
Truman/CVW-3 team will continue preparing for deployment 
by conducting carrier qualifications. 

Truman Completes Its First RAS In 19 Months 
The aircraft carrier USS Harry S. Truman (CVN 75) 

completed its first replenishment-at-sea (RAS) in 19 months, 
July 20. 

Seventy Sailors from Truman's deck and air departments 
participated in the five-hour evolution. 

"The operations went very smoothly thanks to all of the 
great training the crew had leading up to Truman's RAS," said 
Chief Boatswain's Mate (SW) Kenneth Campbell, leading 
chief petty officer for deck department's 2nd division. "Sailors 
flawlessly executed all evolutions." 

Truman received more than 1 million gallons of JP-5 
from the fleet replenishment oiler USNS Leroy Grumman (T-
AO 195) while underway for carrier qualifications. 

"With our recent flight operations, Truman used between 
40,000 and 50,000 gallons of JP-5 daily," said Chief Aviation 
Boatswain's Mate (Fuels) (AW/SW) Matthew Altekruse, fuels 
aviation chief for air department's fuels division. "Even though 
Truman can hold three million gallons of fuel at a time, an 
embarked air wing can easily use up our supply in no time. 
The fuel must flow, and RAS is the best way to keep it 
coming." 

Seaman Richard Mendez, assigned to deck department, 
handled the phone and distance line connecting Truman to the 
Grumman. 

"We could not have done our job without all of deck 
department involved," said Mendez. "It took everyone to keep 
the line steady. We always hear, 'one team, one fight,' but 
nowhere is it truer than in operations like the one we had 
today." 

With its first RAS complete, Truman is one step closer to 
rejoining the fleet, said Campbell. 

"We can stay out to sea for extended periods of time 
without the need to go in port for fuel and supplies," said 
Campbell. "We know that we are ready to carry out our 
mission to launch and recover aircraft wherever the fight takes 
us." 
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GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
17. Carter’s India Visit To Focus On Defense Cooperation 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 22 JUL 12) ... Karen Parrish 

NEW DELHI – Deputy Defense Secretary Ashton B. 
Carter arrived here late today for a two-day visit that marks 
the second-to-last leg of his Asia-Pacific tour. 

On Monday, Carter’s first full day in India, he will attend 
meetings with India’s Secretary of Defense Shri Shashi Kant 
Sharma and other senior Indian defense officials, including 
chiefs of acquisition and research and development. He will 
also meet with U.S. Ambassador Nancy Powell. 

Later in the day, the deputy secretary will speak about 
U.S.–India defense cooperation in remarks to a gathering 
hosted by the Confederation of Indian Industry. 

Later Monday, Carter will meet separately with Indian 
Foreign Secretary Ranjan Mathai and National Security 
Advisor Shiv Shankar Menon. 

Tuesday’s scheduled events include a trip to Hyderabad, 
where Carter will meet with Indian defense industry 
representatives. He will also tour joint defense facilities 
operated by a leading Indian defense contractor, Tata 
Advanced Systems, in separate partnership ventures with 
Lockheed Martin and Sikorsky Aircraft. The deputy secretary 
will then return to New Delhi. 

From India, Carter will travel to South Korea, the 
concluding stop on an Asian-Pacific tour that has already 
taken him to Hawaii, Guam, Japan and Thailand. 

Carter Meets With Officials In Thailand 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 22 JUL 12) 

Karen Parrish 
BANGKOK – Deputy Defense Secretary Ashton B. 

Carter traveled here today for meetings with U.S. and Thai 
officials. 

Carter’s decision to visit Thailand was based on the 
importance U.S. government and defense officials place on the 
two nations’ alliance, and on the need to further strengthen 
and deepen senior-level engagement, according to a senior 
official traveling with Carter and speaking on background. 

The official said the deputy secretary visited the Thai 
Ministry of Defense and thanked Air Chief Marshall 
Sukumpol Suwannathat and other military officials for hosting 
the multilateral exercise Cobra Gold, which Carter noted 
during the meeting has been key to enhancing cooperation in 
the region. 

The United States and Thailand began the annual exercise 
in 1980. The most recent Cobra Gold took place in January 
and February, and drew Indonesian, Japanese, Malaysian, 
Singaporean and South Korean military participants. 

During his visit, the deputy secretary told Thai officials he 
welcomes the opportunity to discuss ways to enrich the two 
nations’ strategic cooperation to meet shared regional 
challenges, including improving humanitarian assistance and 
disaster relief capabilities, the official said. 

As part of the two countries’ long-standing alliance of 
around 180 years, the official said Thailand and the United 
States regularly seek ways to increase their ability to operate 
together through continued dialogue, exercises and personnel 
exchanges. 

The United States military enjoys a strong operational 
relationship with the Royal Thai Armed Forces, the official 
added. 

Carter’s Asia-Pacific trip will continue with visits to India 
and the Republic of Korea. 

Carter Praises Japan-Based Sailors’ Security Role 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 21 JUL 12) 

Karen Parrish 
ABOARD THE USS BLUE RIDGE, Yokosuka Naval 

Base, Japan – Deputy Defense Secretary Ashton B. Carter 
spent time here today with U.S. troops who are, as he put it, 
“at the epicenter” of the nation’s strategic transition to an 
Asia-Pacific focus. 

Between his meetings with Japanese government officials 
and senior U.S. military commanders in Japan, Carter spoke to 
Sailors serving on the USS Blue Ridge, the 7th Fleet’s 
command ship. 

He told the crew he understands they’re a long way from 
home, but East Asia is an important place to be. 

“This is actually where much of the future lies,” Carter 
said, adding, “We've been a Pacific power for hundreds of 
years. We will be a Pacific power for hundreds more years.” 

The flagship and its crew have been part of important and 
historic events, the deputy secretary said. Not only does the 
ship operate with Japan’s Self-Defense Forces, but in port 
calls and military-to-military engagements, the 7th Fleet and 
its command platform are building friendships and alliances 
with nations throughout the region, he said. 

Carter has emphasized throughout his travels that the 
strong military presence the U.S. has maintained in the Asia-
Pacific region over the past 70 years has helped create and 
maintain an enduring peace, which sets the stage for economic 
growth. 

“Security is, at the end of the day, what we're all about,” 
the deputy secretary told the Sailors. “I always say security is 
… like oxygen. And if you have it, you don't think about it. 
But the minute you don't have it, that's all you can think 
about.” 

U.S. forces in the Pacific ensure security, he said, and set 
conditions so that people “go home every day, they see their 
families. They realize their dreams. They live their lives.” 

Security makes that possible, Carter said. “That's what we 
provide,” he added. “And it's the most precious thing you 
could possibly provide … That's what we do.” 

Carter noted the Blue Ridge was the command center for 
U.S. military support to Operation Tomodachi, the Japanese-
led humanitarian assistance and disaster relief effort that 
followed the March 2011 earthquake and tsunami in Japan. 

American military involvement in that effort was 
important in two ways, the deputy secretary said: “It was 
important to help people, but it also showed everyone out in 
this region, everyone out in Japan, what kind of people we 
are.” 

Humanitarian relief and disaster assistance aren’t the 
Defense Department’s primary roles, he acknowledged, noting 
warfighting is the department’s primary mission. But, he 
added, helping people is also a key military mission, and it 
demonstrates “where we come from, where our values are -- 
that we're here to help and that we're here to improve people's 
lives.” 
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U.S. troops in the Pacific are at the heart of America’s 
strategic shift as the era of conflict in Iraq and Afghanistan 
winds down, Carter said. 

“We still are focused on Afghanistan,” he said. “That's 
what I wake up to every morning. And we will be until we 
succeed there.” 

But security responsibility in Afghanistan is transitioning 
to Afghan forces, he said, and it’s time for DOD to look for 
“the next frontier.” 

“When you … look around, one of the first things you see 
is the Asia-Pacific region and its central importance,” Carter 
said. 

The department’s leaders recognize that importance, and 
are determined to effectively conduct activities, develop 

partnerships and alliances, and manage military investment in 
the region, he said. 

“That's why I'm here,” the deputy secretary said, noting 
that after his Japan visit concludes he’ll move on, making 
stops in Thailand, India and South Korea. 

As he travels across the Asia-Pacific region, Carter said 
he tells everyone he meets that “this part of the world is very 
important to the United States.” 

He congratulated the Sailors on their part in carrying out 
the nation’s strategy of maintaining peace and stability in the 
Asia-Pacific. 

“Your country and your government and your department, 
our great department, [thank] you for what you do,” Carter 
said. 
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18. India To Steer Clear Of Face-Offs On High Seas 
(TIMES OF INDIA 22 JUL 12) ... Rajat Pandit 

MUMBAI--Even as India builds a powerful three-
dimensional navy to protect its geostrategic interests in the 
Indian Ocean Region (IOR) and beyond, as well as counter 
China's expanding arc of influence, it remains clear that it does 
not want "confrontations" on the high seas. 

India remains concerned with the way China is flexing its 
muscles in the Asia-Pacific region but, at the same time, is not 
willing to be part of any U.S.-led great game to “rebalance” 
forces in the region to contain China. 

“We do not believe in confrontations … that is India’s 
policy,” said defence minister A K Antony, after 
commissioning the country’s latest indigenous stealth frigate, 
the 6,100-tonne INS Sahyadri, into the Navy on Saturday. 

Asked about the contentious South China Sea, where 
Beijing has even needled New Delhi apart from behaving 
aggressively in its territorial disputes with countries like 
Vietnam, Taiwan and the Philippines, Antony said India was a 
firm believer in “the unhindered freedom of navigation and 
freedom of passage for all” in international waters. “Issues 
between countries should be sorted out by dialogue, discussion 
and persuasion without any confrontation,” he added. 

While it strikes a fine balance in the ongoing geo-political 
rivalry between the U.S. and China, India is slowly but surely 
adding to its military muscle to take care of any contingencies 
from the Persian Gulf to Malacca Strait. 

“Every year hereafter, Navy is going to get five 
warships…The need for a strong and vigilant navy to defend 
our mainland, island territories, offshore assets, EEZ along our 
coastline and to maintain sea lanes of communication hardly 
needs any emphasis,” said Antony. 

The Navy has well-laid plans worth over Rs three lakh 
crore for the next 15 years, which includes 50 warships 
already ordered and another 45 in the planning process. 

Antony confirmed the over Rs 50,000 crore project to 
indigenously construct seven advanced stealth frigates, four at 
Mazagon Dock in Mumbai and three at GRSE at Kolkata, was 
close to being approved, as was reported by TOI earlier. 

These seven new frigates will have a greater offensive 
punch than the first three -- INS Shivalik, INS Satpura and 
INS Sahyadri -- with stealthier features and advanced 
weaponry, including the 290-km supersonic cruise missiles. 
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19. U.S. Sees Risk Of War Over South China Sea 
(SYDNEY MORNING HERALD 21 JUL 12) ... Peter Hartcher 

The White House has warned of the rising risk of 
accidental war in the South China Sea and called for countries 
in the region urgently to agree to a code of conduct. 

China resists such a code as it jostles for ownership of 
resource-rich seabeds claimed by six south-east Asian nations. 
But the top Asia policy official in the White House has said a 
recent two-month maritime standoff between China and the 
Philippines “threatened to escalate” and created “a scenario of 
grave concern to all countries in the region.” The standoff 
ended only when a hurricane sent the Philippine vessels back 
to port. 

Analysts say the South China Sea is the new flashpoint of 
Asia. Most world shipping – and Australian exports – pass 
through it. “A code of conduct, in our view, is a matter of 
commonsense,” the National Security Council’s senior 
director for Asia, Danny Russell, said. In a call implicitly 
aimed at China, Mr. Russell said 10 years ago China had 
agreed to negotiate such a code of conduct. It has repeatedly 

said it will agree to discussions “when the time is ripe.” A 
Pentagon official with responsibility for U.S. defence policy in 
Asia, Vikram Singh, said: “The time is ripe now.” 

China has said the U.S. is meddling in the region’s affairs 
by encouraging a code of conduct. The U.S. Secretary of 
State, Hillary Clinton, responded: “The U.S. is a resident 
Pacific power.” 

Mr. Russell said though the U.S. and Australia would not 
be signatories to any code for countries bordering the South 
China Sea, they had a right as Pacific powers to “convey to the 
region the principles that are important to us.” These included 
freedom of navigation and the peaceful settlement of disputes. 

The U.S. takes no position on the competing claims but 
wants a “binding framework” to avoid clashes or to resolve 
them peacefully. 

Mr. Russell said: “China and the Philippines found 
themselves in a difficult situation, facing pressure not to back 
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down and the zero-sum challenge of competing territorial 
claims threatened to escalate tension.” 

This issue split the 10-nation Association of South-East 
Asian Nations spectacularly last week. For the first time in its 
45 years, its foreign ministers broke up without agreeing to a 
communique, the official record of talks. 

Asked about Beijing’s expressions of concern at the U.S. 
decision to put a permanent deployment of marines near 
Darwin, Mr. Russell said: “President [Barack] Obama has 
modernised and strengthened our alliances for the 21st century 
... The alliance system hasn’t only maintained peace and 
stability, it’s the system that has allowed China to flourish.” 
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20. ASEAN Show Of Unity On Sea Disputes 
Agreement On South China Sea Released, But Differences May Crop Up Again; China Pledges To Work 
With ASEAN 
(SINGAPORE STRAITS TIMES 21 JUL 12) ... Zakir Hussain and Zubaidah Nazeer, Indonesia correspondents 

ASEAN members have agreed on six principles to resolve 
contentious disputes in the South China Sea, including the 
exercise of self-restraint and peaceful resolution of conflict in 
line with international law. 

The agreement, captured in a basic statement issued by 
chairman Cambodia yesterday afternoon, comes after two 
days of intensive lobbying by Indonesia. 

Responding to the statement a few hours later, China 
pledged to work jointly with ASEAN to safeguard regional 
peace and stability. 

Its official Xinhua news agency quoted its Foreign 
Ministry spokesman Hong Lei as saying: 'The Chinese side is 
willing to work together with the ASEAN members to 
implement the Declaration on the Conduct of Parties in the 
South China Sea (DOC) comprehensively and effectively.' 

The ASEAN statement is an attempt to patch up the 
cracks and present a united ASEAN stand, if only for now, on 
the hotly-contested waters following last week's fractured 
meeting of ASEAN foreign ministers in Phnom Penh. They 
had failed to agree on a joint communique for the first time in 
the grouping's 45-year history, after the host refused to 
entertain any references to disputes in the South China Sea. 

'It goes some way to repair the damage caused by the 
failure of the 45th ASEAN Ministerial Meeting to release the 
Joint Communique and helps to restore ASEAN centrality in 
the regional architecture,' Singapore's Foreign Ministry (MFA) 
said of the statement. 

But in a sign that differences might crop up again, 
Cambodian Foreign Minister Hor Namhong told reporters the 
statement - which omitted specific disputes - was similar to 
what Hanoi and Manila had last week rejected. 

'Why did two ASEAN countries absolutely oppose (it) 
and now they agree with it?' he said. 

Several of the members, Singapore included, had not seen 
it necessary for the Manila-Beijing stand-off over the 
Scarborough Shoal to be in the communique. 

Diplomats had also said that Cambodia's close ties with 
China were key to last week's debacle. 

The statement, 'ASEAN's Six-Point Principles on the 
South China Sea', said the ministers resolved to intensify 
consultations to advance these principles. They include 
implementing the declaration on conduct of parties in the 
South China Sea, the early conclusion of a regional code of 
conduct in the area and fully respecting international law. 

Indonesia's Foreign Ministry spokesman Michael Tene 
told reporters in Jakarta the points were basic but, critically, 
stated ASEAN's position on the waters. 

'This will show ASEAN is still one and united in dealing 
with the South China Sea issue,' he said. 

Singapore's MFA said the statement was 'the result of the 
unceasing efforts of Indonesia'. 

It also noted that some of the proposals put forward last 
week were broadly similar to the statement which has now 
been accepted by all 10 ASEAN members, adding: 'We are 
glad that a week later, there is new consensus and the 
statement has been issued.' 

Giving notice of the statement in an interview with The 
Straits Times on Thursday, Indonesian Foreign Minister Marty 
Natalegawa had said: 'The problem last week was that 
notwithstanding agreement on those kinds of principles, we 
were not able to distinguish the trees from the woods.' 

Dr Marty had also expressed concerns that should 
ASEAN be seen as disunited, others would want to test the 
grouping. 

Veteran Singapore diplomat K. Kesavapany said the 
episode was a grave moment for the grouping. 'ASEAN's 
failure to find a solution would have had serious implications 
for ASEAN unity,' he said. 
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21. Iran Military Downplays Threat To Close Hormuz Strait 
(REUTERS 23 JUL 12) ... Yeganeh Torbati 

DUBAI -- Iran would not close the Strait of Hormuz as 
long as it is able to use the vital shipping line itself, a military 
commander was quoted as saying on Monday, moderating 
threats by politicians to block the waterway as retaliation for 
sanctions. 

"The enemies constantly state that the Islamic Republic of 
Iran intends to close the Strait of Hormuz but we say that 
common sense does not dictate that Iran would close the Strait 
of Hormuz as long as it makes use of it," said Alireza Tangsiri, 

deputy naval commander in Iran's Revolutionary Guards, state 
news agency IRNA reported. 

Iranian politicians and officials have often said Iran could 
block the strait - the neck of the Gulf through which 40 
percent of the world's seaborne oil exports passes - in response 
to sanctions or military action. 

Such a move would risk a military response from the 
United States and Foreign Minister Ali Akbar Salehi told 
Reuters earlier this month Iran was unlikely to follow through 
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on the threat unless its own vessels were denied use of the 
strait. 

Iran's parliament is debating a bill recommending the 
strait be closed in retaliation to a European Union embargo on 
Iranian oil which came into full effect this month. 

The sanctions are aimed at forcing Tehran to curb the 
nuclear activities that the West says are aimed at developing 
weapons capability, something Iran denies. Talks between 
Tehran and world powers on the issue have stalled. 
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22. Italian Navy To Buy UAVs for Maritime Surveillance 
(DEFENSE NEWS 23 JUL 12) ... Tom Kington 

The Italian Navy is considering purchasing two UAV 
types next year, and Boeing’s ScanEagle and the Schiebel 
Camcopter S100 are prime candidates, a senior official said. 

An initial buy could involve two ScanEagle systems, each 
containing five UAVs, and one Camcopter system containing 
two unmanned rotorcraft, said Rear Adm. Paolo Treu, head of 
Italian naval aviation. 

"The aim is to make initial purchases in 2013, see how 
they perform, then consider a larger purchase starting from 
2015," Treu said. 

Funding is available. The defense budget for 2012 
includes the acquisition of tactical UAVs for the Navy for 
surveillance in anti-piracy missions. 

Treu said the Navy had been moving toward buying 
UAVs for years but was spurred on last September when 
Somali pirates fired on and damaged a Navy EH101 
helicopter. Flying from the Doria, a Horizon-class frigate 
participating in anti-piracy operations, the helo was 
monitoring a coastal area when a lucky shot damaged the 
fuselage and a fuel tank, prompting a swift return to the Doria 
and a successful landing. 

"The incident confirmed the need for a quieter, smaller, 
harder-to-see UAV that can get closer to targets," Treu said, 
adding the Navy could profit from using UAVs to monitor 
migrants sailing from Africa to Italy. 

Treu said the Navy also would have benefited from UAVs 
to assist with targeting when it flew AV-8 Harrier fighter jets 
during Unified Protector, last year's NATO air campaign over 
Libya. 

Both candidates for purchase carry electro-optical (EO) 
sensors but offer distinct capabilities. 

The Boeing ScanEagle, which has a 10-foot wingspan and 
can be ramp-launched from a ship's deck, can fly for more 

than 20 hours. At the end of missions, it flies toward a cable 
hanging over the side of the vessel from a crane. Hooks on the 
end of the wings catch the cable; the UAV is then winched 
onto the deck. 

"It's combat-proven, it was used in Unified Protector and 
we are very interested," Treu said. 

The Camcopter S-100, which has a top speed of 220 
kilometers per hour, offers six hours of autonomy. It's built by 
Austrian company Schiebel. The Camcopter impressed Italian 
naval officials when it under-went trials aboard the frigate 
Bersagliere in April, taking off in moderate seas and 28-knot 
winds, flying for 4.5 hours and making 11 takeoffs and 
landings. 

Treu said the Camcopter, thanks to the negative pitch 
capability of its blades, can be firmly kept on the flight deck 
even in rolling seas, directing the air flow upward. 

"Carrying the EO sensor, it has a potential spare payload 
of 25 kilo-grams, which could be used for a hook compatible 
with ship's landing grid, to allow the Camcopter to safely 
secure itself to the flight deck like manned helicopters do," 
Treu said. 

Should the ScanEagle be bought, one system could go 
aboard a Maestrale-class frigate and another on a Horizon-
class frigate. 

Italy's three landing platform dock vessels could also host 
the UAVs, Treu said, as could the Garibaldi in its helicopter 
carrier role, following the entrance into service of the Cavour 
as Italy's new aircraft carri-er, capable of supporting the F-35. 

Treu said he would be looking for satellite data links for 
both UAV types and would consider leasing as an alternative 
to or as a first step before a purchase. Controlling the UAVs 
from manned helicopters would also be an aim, he said. 
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PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
23. Navy's Strategic Submarine Forces Awarded Meritorious Unit Commendation 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 20 JUL 12) ... Commander, Submarine Forces Public Affairs 

NORFOLK -- The Navy's 14 ballistic-missile submarines 
assigned to the Pacific-based Task Force 134 and the Atlantic-
based Task Force 144 were awarded the Meritorious Unit 
Commendation July 20, recognizing their excellence in 
strategic deterrence. 

Ceremonies honoring the achievements of the submarines 
and their supporting commands took place in their homeports 
of Bangor, Wash., and Kings Bay, Ga. 

The award was presented on the 52nd anniversary of the 
Navy's first submerged ballistic missile launch, made by USS 
George Washington (SSBN 598) July 20, 1960. 

"On July 20, 1960, the commanding officer of USS 
George Washington transmitted his message to President 

Dwight Eisenhower, 'POLARIS - FROM OUT OF THE 
DEEP TO TARGET. PERFECT'," said Vice Adm. John 
Richardson, commander, Submarine Forces. "In many ways, 
'perfection' is exactly what we still expect from our Strategic 
Deterrent Submarine Force, even 52 years later. The 
performance of our people and systems in the SSBN force has 
delivered what we asked of them: stability and peace. 

"At this very moment, they remain submerged and 
undetected; ready for the call that they hope will never come. 
In fact it's that readiness - the combination of stealth, skill, 
vigilance and passion - that has allowed us to sustain a secure 
and survivable posture that minimizes the possibility that any 
power will seriously threaten our homeland. It's very fitting 
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that we recognize their efforts with this award," said 
Richardson. 

The award covers the period from July 16, 2007, to 
January 28, 2011, and recognizes the two task forces and their 
afloat and ashore units for their support of U.S. Strategic 
Command's global mission of strategic deterrence. 

"For many decades strategic deterrence really meant 
nuclear deterrence ... because strategic attack really meant 
nuclear attack on the U.S. or our allies," said Air Force Gen. 
C. Robert Kehler, commander, U.S. Strategic Command. "The 
men and women who serve both on SSBNs and in their 
supporting commands have delivered excellence in U.S. 
Strategic Command's mission of conducting strategic 
deterrence for more than 50 years. Their contributions have 
maintained peace and stability throughout the decades and 
have kept our nation and her allies safe. I am proud of the 
accomplishments of these superb professionals. The triad of 
ballistic missile submarines, ICBMs and nuclear heavy 
bombers with their associated tankers continue to serve us 
well." 

During the award period, submarines assigned to Task 
Force 134 and Task Force 144 conducted 119 deterrent 
patrols, continuing the mission of strategic service begun by 
George Washington and carried on by the 58 SSBNs which 
followed. 

"The Task Forces provided an essential leg to our nation's 
strategic triad and were a key element of our deterrent 
mission," said Adm. Jonathan Greenert, chief of naval 
operations, in the award citation. "The deterrence mission 
executed by Task Force 134 and 144 during this period 
underpinned Department of Defense strategy and provided the 
backbone and foundation for our political leadership in 
execution of national security policy." 

The Meritorious Unit Commendation covers the 14 
SSBNs and their supporting commands - two submarine 
groups, two submarine squadrons, two Naval Submarine 
Support Centers (NSSCs) and individual personnel on the 
staffs of Commander, Submarine Force Atlantic; and 
Commander, Submarine Force U.S. Pacific Fleet. 

"In operating our ballistic missile submarines - each a 
complex machine that requires the highest levels of technical 
knowledge, standards, and commitment - these Task Forces 
and crews delivered the ultimate in strategic deterrence and 
uninterrupted, survivable, and enduring nuclear strike 
capability for our nation," said Rear Adm. James F. Caldwell 
Jr., commander, Submarine Force U.S. Pacific Fleet. "Those 
of us in this business know all too well that the task of 
maintaining a safe, secure and effective nuclear deterrent is 
not an easy one. These crews get very little recognition, but 
carry the enormous responsibility of being ready every single 
day throughout the year. This mission remains as important as 
it ever has been, and today's recognition is very well 
deserved." 

Task Force 134 consists of eight SSBNs - USS Henry M. 
Jackson (SSBN 730), USS Alabama (SSBN 731), USS 
Nevada (SSBN 733), USS Pennsylvania (SSBN 735), USS 
Kentucky (SSBN 737), USS Nebraska (SSBN 739), USS 
Maine (SSBN 741) and USS Louisiana (SSBN 743) - as well 
as Submarine Group 9, Submarine Squadron 17 and NSSC 
Bangor. 

Task Force 144 is made up of six SSBNs - USS Alaska 
(SSBN 732), USS Tennessee (SSBN 734), USS West Virginia 
(SSBN 736), USS Maryland (SSBN 738), USS Rhode Island 
(SSBN 740) and USS Wyoming (SSBN 742) - in addition to 
Submarine Group 10, Submarine Squadron 20 and NSSC 
Kings Bay. 

That Strategic Guidance issued by President Barack 
Obama earlier this year listed a primary mission of the armed 
forces as the ability to "Maintain a Safe, Secure, and Effective 
Nuclear Deterrent." It states the overarching mission of our 
strategic forces, "As long as nuclear weapons remain in 
existence, the United States will maintain a safe, secure, and 
effective arsenal. We will field nuclear forces that can under 
any circumstances confront an adversary with the prospect of 
unacceptable damage, both to deter potential adversaries and 
to assure U.S. allies and other security partners that they can 
count on America's security commitments." 
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24. Carl Vinson Hosts 'Boots On The Deck' 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 20 JUL 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Luke B. Meineke, USS Carl Vinson Public Affairs 

CORONADO, Calif. -- Naval Aviation Enterprise (NAE) 
representatives visited USS Carl Vinson (CVN 70) as part of a 
process improvement program known as "Boots on the Deck" 
(BoD), July 18. 

BoD was crafted to give first-hand maintenance and 
supply work center knowledge to senior leaders of NAE 
provider commands, addressing processing and production. 

Insights or issues viewed from the perspective of fleet 
Sailors were passed on to the provider commands as data for 
Continuous Process Improvement (CPI) and the AIRSpeed 
program. 

Commander Naval Air Forces Vice Adm. Allen Myers; 
Executive Director for the Program Executive Officer, 
Aircraft Carriers, William Deligne of the Senior Executive 
Service; Commander Naval Supply Weapons Systems Support 
Rear Adm. John G. King; and Commander NAVAIR 6.0 Rear 
Adm. (Sel) C.J. Jaynes were some of the distinguished visitors 
who boarded Carl Vinson for the event. 

During the visit's opening brief, Deputy Director of NAE 
Mike Warriner explained the command's mission to advance 
and sustain naval aviation's war-fighting capabilities at an 
affordable cost today and in the future. He also referenced 
naval aviation as central to the Navy's six core capabilities: 
forward presence, deterrence, sea control, maritime security, 
humanitarian assistance and disaster relief, and power 
projection. 

"It's important that we keep that [idea] up front and 
understand it is about the recumbent effects of all six of those 
core capabilities," Warriner said. Underneath that, he added, 
NAE looks for the approach that maximizes efficiency and 
affordability while resolving interdependent naval aviation 
issues affecting multiple stakeholders. 

After the initial briefing, Vinson's Commanding Officer 
Capt. Kent D. Whalen, Vinson's Executive Officer Cmdr. Paul 
C. Spedero, and NAE representatives toured six Aviation 
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Intermediate Maintenance Department (AIMD) and Supply 
Department spaces. 

The first part of the morning was spent discussing both 
NAE and shipboard program managers' perspectives and 
developing ways to improve maintenance and supply business 
practices. Afterward, BoD provided the unique opportunity for 
naval aviation leadership to converse on a one-on-one basis 
with enlisted Sailors who had an intimate knowledge of the 
successes and issues of their work centers, said Jaynes. 

"[Today's visit] gave us the opportunity to talk to the 
Sailors directly and find out what challenges they are facing 
and how we can help them," Jaynes said. "This is really our 
only opportunity to come face-to-face, on the deckplates, and 
find out how we can help and directly impact the challenges 
that they are facing." 

Carl Vinson Sailors who presented each space represented 
themselves, their work centers and Carl Vinson admirably, 
Myers said. 

"The most junior Sailors - and these are kids that came 
into the Navy 18 months ago [and] have only been on board 
10 or 12 months - they were advocates for Naval Aviation 
Enterprise and they were able to articulate ways they can 
make their work centers more effective," Myers said. "They 
knew their business, they knew their mission, and they also 
knew how to talk about the enterprise in a way that impressed 

their supervisors and leadership. And we're taking that back 
with us - that the culture of efficiency is alive and well on the 
Carl Vinson." 

The visit ended with a debriefing in which NAE 
representatives and Carl Vinson leadership started addressing 
issues generated during the visit and ways to implement the 
successful programs developed on board Carl Vinson in the 
rest of the fleet. 

During the debriefing, Myers emphasized that a chief 
purpose of BoD and the NAE is to focus on creating a culture 
of efficiency from the most junior Sailor to the most senior 
leader. 

"If naval aviation is about war-fighting, then the NAE is 
about making that war-fighting more capable, more efficient 
and more effective," Myers said. "To see the faces of the 
people who are actually doing the work, and in this case to see 
the enthusiasm, is really rewarding." 

Myers added the visit to Carl Vinson showed him 
firsthand that young Sailors actually understand the goodness 
of a culture of efficiency and are employing it. 

"These kids wanted to make their work centers more 
efficient and more effective," Myers said. "When they are that 
mission-focused - when they are that focused on making war-
fighting more effective and more capable - then I think we are 
where we need to be." 
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25. Reboot Set For Program That Moves Vets To Civilian Life 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 23 JUL 12) ... Benjamin Kesling and Laura Meckler 

President Barack Obama plans to announce the first major 
overhaul Monday in more than 20 years of the military's 
much-derided program to help veterans make the transition 
from the military to work or school. 

The changes, to be announced in a broad speech about 
national security and foreign affairs at the Veterans of Foreign 
Wars in Reno, Nev., aim to transform what has been a cookie-
cutter program with inconsistent results into one that lasts 
longer, is more personalized and better tethered to the civilian 
world new veterans will encounter, senior administration 
officials said Sunday. 

One improvement: an 187-page Power Point presentation 
on entering the private sector that service members have to 
view has been slimmed down to 49 slides. 

For new veterans, the problem of transition into the 
workforce is acute. Veterans who have served since 
September 2001 had an unemployment rate of 9.5% in June, 
compared with the overall national rate of 8.2%. And for 
veterans aged 18 to 24, the rate in June was 23.3%. 

The new initiative is the latest effort by Mr. Obama to 
focus on veterans, a group he addresses frequently in both 
official White House events and on the campaign trail. In 
2008, exit polls showed that 15% of all voters had served in 
the military, and Mr. Obama won 44% of their votes, an 
improvement from Democrat John Kerry's performance in 
2004. This year, the Obama campaign believes he may have a 
better chance with this group, in part because he is running 
against former Gov. Mitt Romney, who like Mr. Obama never 
served in the military, unlike his 2008 opponent, Sen. John 
McCain, a war hero. 

Advocates and service members have long complained 
about the military's exit program, which is supposed to help 

veterans write résumés and learn how to handle job 
interviews, as well as apply for unemployment benefits. The 
training is inconsistent and often unconnected to the real 
world, they say. 

"The system is horribly out of date [and] totally broken," 
said Ted Daywalt, president of VetJobs Inc., a company part-
owned by the VFW that runs a website to help veterans find 
jobs. 

According to a Veterans Talent Index released in May by 
Monster.com, an employment website, less than half of all 
veterans believe they are prepared to transition out of the 
military. Of employers surveyed, 39% said veterans "are 
prepared for a career transition out of the military." 

One of the most common problems is that veterans aren't 
taught how to take the skills they have learned in the military 
and translate them into something civilian employers find 
valuable, experts say. 

Close"As of now, the veterans coming out are not 
prepared to compete with their civilian counterparts," said 
Emily King, vice president of military transitions at the Buller 
Group, a jobs-consulting group that works with vets. "Their 
résumés are not understandable by civilian recruiters. They're 
either 10 pages long or half a page long or filled with an 
alphabet soup of acronyms." 

Mr. Obama put a spotlight on the program's problems last 
summer when he ordered the review of the Transition 
Assistance Program, which was congressionally mandated in 
1991. He said it made little sense that veterans who performed 
highly skilled work in the military can't find work at home. 

"We spend months preparing our men and women for life 
in the military, but we spend much less time preparing them 
for life after they get out," he said in August. 
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Administration officials said Sunday that the transition 
program, which Mr. Obama calls a "reverse boot camp," will 
grow from three days to as many as seven days and include 
the option of intensive training on how to apply to school, get 
certified in a trade or start a business. And, as directed by 
Congress last year, the new underlying five-day program will 
be mandatory for most people leaving military service. In 
recent years, only about half of service members leaving the 
military attended the program. 

The new program, dubbed Transition GPS, will include 
individual counseling, followed by courses on financial 
planning, veteran benefits and a revamped employment 

workshop. It will also feature mock interviews, sometimes 
with employers from the private sector. 

Before leaving the military, service members will meet 
with a counselor to verify that they have completed this 
curriculum and that they have a post-service plan in place. 
Those who need it will be referred for additional assistance, 
officials said. 

The new program is expected to be implemented 
throughout the Armed Forces by the end of next year. 

"Everyone goes through the exact same transition process, 
getting the same exact treatment," said Levi Carroll, 23, a 
computer technician, who left the Marines in January. He 
thinks a more individualized treatment would benefit veterans. 
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26. RDC Roadshow Stops In Norfolk, Va. 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 20 JUL 12) MASS COMMUNICATION SPECIALIST 3RD CLASS (SW) ... James Turner 

NORFOLK -- Recruit Division Commanders (RDC) from 
Recruit Training Command (RTC) Great Lakes, visited Naval 
Station Norfolk to train Hampton Roads Navy Counselors 
(NC) from various commands about what it takes for Sailors 
to become RDCs or instructors, July 19. 

The RDC Roadshow aids in filling positions for RTC by 
emphasizing to, and educating NCs on, the benefits of the job 
and the screening process needed to become an RDC. 

"Our main job is to teach people," said Chief Gunner's 
Mate Matthew Elliott, member of the RDC Roadshow. "You 
want to train them to the best of your ability, so that when they 
relieve you in the future, you know they've been trained 
properly. That's why I'm so passionate with what I do here. I 
try to instill that in every single one of them." 

The Roadshow was initiated as a result of questions NCs 
had about the RDC program. There was also a personnel gap 
of more than 170 instructors for the incoming recruits. The 

commanders hope to fill those billets with the best the Navy 
has to offer with the training the roadshow is giving. 

"The training was very beneficial," said Master-at-Arms 
2nd Class (SW/AW) Denise Contreras, a collateral duty NC. 
"The roadshow helps us to fill RDC billets with the best fit 
because they clarified many questions Sailors have when they 
visit the office. The selection process is tough to be an RDC, 
because he or she needs to be a model to all future Sailors. 
They need to be a perfect Sailor from top to bottom." 

Even with that pressure, RDC's say the job is rewarding. 
"The job can be challenging, but we like to say the juice is 

worth its squeeze," said Senior Chief Aviation Machinist's 
Mate Joshua Ford, a member of the roadshow. 

The visit is part one of a two-part trip. The second half is 
slated for July 20 in San Diego. For more information on 
becoming an RDC contact your Command Career Counselor. 
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27. Highest-Ranking Navy JAG Still Calls S. Jersey Home 
(CHERRY HILL (NJ) COURIER POST 18 JUL 12) ... Kevin Callahan 

Asked what her most memorable moment was serving our 
country in her illustrious and decorated career in the Navy, 
Nanette DeRenzi responded with the same decisiveness and 
passion she did on that same dark day more than a decade ago. 

“Being in the Pentagon on 9/11 when the plane hit is a 
moment I will never forget,” 

DeRenzi said recently. “We came right back to work the 
next day and did what we needed to and moved on.” 

For the many family and friends who admired her 
growing up in Pennsauken, playing three sports and studying 
like she was already a lawyer, DeRenzi’s response and 
reaction is precisely what they would expect. 

Although short in height, DeRenzi was already a towering 
figure among her classmates at Camden Catholic High School. 
She mixed a gentle kindness and compassion with a fierce 
drive and determination. 

DeRenzi was promoted to the rank of vice admiral and 
assumed the duties as judge advocate general of the Navy. 
Last month, Secretary of Defense Leon Panetta announced 
that President Barack Obama nominated DeRenzi for the 
prestigious promotion, which will be celebrated during a 
ceremony Friday at the Washington Navy Yard. 

“I knew she was a special person the first week of high 
school. You could just tell,” said Mary (Bilodeau) Melia, who 
played field hockey, basketball and softball for four years with 
DeRenzi at Camden Catholic. 

Added Jymme Szurek, her former field hockey coach at 
Camden Catholic: “She was a natural leader as a teenager, so 
this doesn’t surprise me.” 

Quickly “moving on” as DeRenzi said she did after the 
shocking attack on the Pentagon wouldn’t surprise anyone 
who knew her way back at St. Stephen grade school on 
Browning Road. 

Now, no one who knows her is surprised to hear she is 
“moving up.”“She was very intelligent. She could just 
Advertisement relate to every person and was friendly to every 
person she met,” added Melia, who will attend the ceremony 
Friday. “She generally cares about people.” 

In her new role as the judge advocate general, DeRenzi is 
the senior uniformed attorney in the Navy. She leads the JAG 
Corps, a global law firm with 2,300 attorneys, paralegals and 
support staff. 

“I feel the weight of the responsibility of the job I 
assume,” she said. 
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Vice admiral is a senior naval flag officer rank. A vice 
admiral, also referred to as a three-star based on the collar 
device worn to designate the rank, is senior to a rear admiral. 
It is junior to a four-star admiral, which is only below a fleet 
admiral. 

There are 40 vice admirals in the Navy. There are about 
426,000 enlisted and officers in the Navy. So for DeRenzi to 
reach the rank of vice admiral means that she is part of 0.01 
percent of the force. 

There is one other female vice admiral. However, 
DeRenzi is the highest-ranking Navy JAG regardless of 
gender. She is also the highest-ranking female judge advocate 
of all the services. 

“The Judge Advocate General of the Navy advises the 
Secretary of the Navy and the Chief of Naval Operations, and 
leads a global law firm,” said Vice Adm. James W. Houck, 
judge advocate general of the Navy. 

“Adm. DeRenzi is a brilliant lawyer and an exceptional 
leader, and is exactly the right person to do this demanding 
job.” 

DeRenzi, 51, most recently served as a Navy rear admiral 
before her new assignment. 

“I am still that girl from Pennsauken,” DeRenzi said. “I 
can’t believe the opportunities I had, but I am still the person 
who people remember.” 

“Through all her advancements and accomplishments, she 
is an extremely humble person,” Melia said. “It is remarkable 
what she has done. I know I’m proud of her.” 

A few years back, DeRenzi spoke at career day at 
Camden Catholic. She told the students: “I used to be you; I 
still am you. You can be anything you want to be; you can do 
anything you want to do.” 

“She always had an impressive leadership personality,” 
said Chris Onofrio, who Advertisement played field hockey, 
basketball and softball with DeRenzi at Camden Catholic and 
will attend the ceremony Friday. “She was great welcoming 
me as a freshman when she was a senior. 

Camden Catholic also produced William Fallon of 
Merchantville, a retired four-star admiral who was the first 
Navy officer to serve as commander of the U.S. Central 
Command. 

DeRenzi, who like Fallon graduated from Villanova 
University, didn’t envision her entire career in the Navy. 

“I never thought I would do this,” she said. “I joined the 
Navy to become a district attorney in Philadelphia. I never 
thought I’d be doing what I am doing.” 

But she wouldn’t change her career path. 
“I can’t think of anything looking back I would rather be 

doing,” she said. 
DeRenzi graduated magna cum laude from Villanova in 

1983. She was commissioned 
through the JAG Corps Student Program. In 1986, she 

graduated from the Temple University School of Law. 
She later earned a master of laws degree in environmental 

law from the George Washington University School of Law. 
DeRenzi began her career as a litigator, first as a defense 

counsel and later as a trial counsel (prosecution) in Newport, 
R.I., followed by assignments in appellate defense and civil 
litigation in Washington, D.C. She litigated cases for six years, 
saying “that is what I came into the Navy to do.” 

She said the TV shows “JAG” and “NCIS” portray the 
work as military lawyers doing criminal trials for Sailors. 

And, although their scope of work includes this, the work 
also covers international, environmental and intelligence law. 

“We also help Sailors who have any number of legal 
issues such, as a problem with their landlord or need help 
writing a will,” she said. 

During her estimable career, DeRenzi served as the senior 
staff judge advocate for the commander of the U.S. Southern 
Command, special assistant for Legal and Legislative Matters 
to the Secretary of the Navy, legislative counsel for 
Environmental Programs in the Navy Office of Legislative 
Affairs and executive assistant to the JAG. 

DeRenzi, who currently works at the Pentagon, served on 
three different ships. 

While afloat, she served as the fleet judge advocate to the 
commander, U.S. 7th and 3rd fleets, as well as staff judge 
advocate to the commander of Carrier Group 7. 

“The afloat tours,” she said. “I loved every single one of 
them.” 

In the first 10 years she served in the Navy, DeRenzi said 
she structured her career so that every step was applicable to 
her desire to be a district attorney. Then the combat exemption 
laws addressing women’s service on ships changed and 
women were allowed to serve on ships. 

“I would go back to sea tomorrow if they would let me,” 
she said. 

DeRenzi returns home as often as she can. She cherishes 
seeing her mother, Jodi. 

“I lived all over the world and have been all around the 
world, but I still call South Jersey home,” she said. “I live in 
Virginia, but my home is in South Jersey. It will always be 
home.” 

She might be coming home in three years. Since her new 
job is only for three years and there are no higher jobs left for 
her. 

“That will be it for me in 2015,” she said. 
Although she doesn’t play field hockey, basketball or 

softball like at Camden Catholic, she is “still active” and stays 
fit. And, of course, she is mentally challenged each day 
serving our country. 

“It is very fulfilling thing to do, to be a lawyer and 
working with something bigger than yourself,” she said. 

DeRenzi, who is admitted to practice before the courts in 
New Jersey as well as Pennsylvania, has been decorated with 
the Navy Distinguished Service Medal, the Defense Superior 
Service Medal, the Legion of Merit, the Meritorious Service 
Medal and the Navy and Marine Corps Achievement Medal. 

“You think of all the reasons you might want to join the 
Navy and you think of all the people who joined the Navy, 
people of character, people of loyalty, people of honor,” she 
said, “and, I think of my education at St. Stephen and at 
Camden Catholic growing up and you think they served me 
exceedingly well. 

“I wouldn’t be here if I didn’t come from there.” 
Her many friends feel the same pride about her. 
“I knew she would be successful, but this is incredible,” 

Szurek said. “It is a privilege to know her. To think she is 
from Pennsauken and Camden Catholic and look where she 
is.” 

View Navy.mil announcement 
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FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
28. Green Fleet Upstarts Make Conventional Washington Moves 
(REUTERS 22 JUL 12) ... Marcus Stern 

WASHINGTON -- Two companies involved on the 
ground level of an expensive Pentagon effort to embrace 
biofuels have used familiar strategies in building their profiles 
in Washington, using hefty campaign contributions and 
aggressive lobbying to secure support. 

One company, Solazyme Inc, a subcontractor on a $12 
million alternative fuels contract from the Navy, also has 
raised its Washington profile by hiring as strategic advisers 
former senior Clinton administration officials with close ties 
to the Pentagon or Department of Energy, according to 
corporate records. 

Solazyme and Gevo Inc, a Colorado company that won a 
small Air Force biofuels contract, are on the cutting edge of a 
$510 million Pentagon effort to switch to biofuels to curb 
reliance on foreign oil. But the high per-gallon cost of the 
biofuels has spurred controversy on Capitol Hill, where some 
Republicans have branded the program as wasteful and raised 
questions about political ties. 

The Navy is paying $26 a gallon for the fuel it is using to 
test its "green fleet" concept. The prime contractor is Dynamic 
Fuels, a Louisiana-based company that is a joint venture of 
Arkansas-based Tyson Foods and Oklahoma-based 
Syntroleum Corp. Solazyme, which makes its biofuel from 
algae, is a subcontractor. Dynamic Fuels makes some of it fuel 
from animal fats. 

The Air Force is paying Gevo $59 per gallon. Gevo 
makes its fuel by converting sugar into isobutanol. 

Proponents of the program - as well as the Pentagon - 
argue that costs per gallon will dramatically drop after 
production ramps up and will eventually be competitive with 
fossil fuels. 

Even as the biofuel companies work to build revenues in 
an emerging field, their investors and employees have worked 
the political system, campaign finance records show. 
Investors, officers and employees at Solazyme and Gevo have 
contributed hundreds of thousands of dollars to political 
campaigns in recent years, primarily to Democrats. 

Both companies have relied on extensive lobbying to help 
them win modest contracts. 

Solazyme relies on in-house lobbyist Drew Littman, a 
former staffer to Democratic Senators Al Franken of 
Minnesota and Barbara Boxer of California. This year, it also 
hired McBee Strategic Consulting L.L.C., which represented 
Solyndra, the solar panel maker that went bankrupt after 
receiving more than $500 million in federal loans. 

Solazyme also solicits strategic advice from two 
prominent Clinton administration officials - former CIA 
director R. James Woolsey, who has served in other 
administrations as well, and former Deputy Energy Secretary 
T.J. Glauthier. 

Glauthier also served for five years in the Clinton White 
House at the Office of Management and Budget. He was on 
President Barack Obama's transition staff and worked on the 
energy portion of the stimulus bill. 

"I had no contact with any agencies or others in the 
administration about Solazyme's bids or contracts for 
biofuels," Glauthier told Reuters. 

Jonathan Wolfson, chief executive officer of Solazyme, 
said the company needs a strong Washington presence to 
counter the entrenched interests of rivals, including the oil 
industry. Shareholders of the publicly traded company deserve 
to know about legislative and administrative developments in 
Washington that might affect biofuels, Wolfson said. 

Biofuels lobbying pales in comparison to the lobbying 
budgets of the oil and gas industries, he said. 

Wolfson said campaign contributions by people 
associated with Solazyme had nothing to do with the 
company's Washington agenda. Most came from one person - 
board chairman Jerry Fiddler, who has given $358,000, mostly 
to Democrats. Fiddler, long active in Democratic politics, 
made his fortune selling his software company to Intel. 

"Jerry's political donations are Jerry's private, personal 
business," said Wolfson. "I can absolutely guarantee you there 
are not discussions with management or with the board about 
what Jerry does with respect to his political donations. The 
fact that Jerry donated a lot of money is accurate. The fact that 
T.J. (Glauthier) had a relationship in DoE (Department of 
Energy) is accurate. But people are drawing lines to things that 
are not reality." 

Fiddler could not be reached for comment. 
Gevo spent $360,000 over three years for the services of 

Green Capitol LLC, according to lobbying records. The 
principals of the firm are a former Capitol Hill aide who 
worked on energy programs and a former official of the Air 
Transport Association, the major airlines' trade organization, 
who pushed the Air Force to experiment with biofuels. 

Gevo's Air Force contract was worth $639,000. 
A key Gevo investor is venture capitalist Vinod Khosla, 

who co-founded Sun Microsystems and has given $474,000 in 
campaign contributions since 1996, mostly to Democrats, 
according to a Reuters' compilation of campaign finance data 
on opensecrets.org. 

Khosla told Reuters through a spokesman that he had no 
knowledge of the Air Force contract and declined further 
comment. 

Of the companies helping provide biofuels to the Navy 
and Air Force, Tyson Foods has by far the highest profile in 
Washington. 

Its political action committee has given $1.9 million in 
contributions since 1990 to candidates of both parties. Its 
president, John Tyson, has made $225,000 in contributions to 
both parties in the past six years. The company has spent 
$10.7 million on lobbying in the past five years, according to 
opensecrets.org. 

Formed in 2005, Gevo seeks to retrofit ethanol plants to 
make isobutanol, which is more powerful and less damaging 
than ethanol to the machines that burn it, including cars. Gevo 
reported revenues of $64 million in 2011. 
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Solazyme, founded in 2004, creates oil from microalgae 
grown in fermentation tanks. Solazyme reported $39 million 

in revenues in 2011. 
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29. Defense Cuts: Three Things Americans Should Know 
(CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR 20 JUL 12) ... Anna Mulrine 

This week, the House of Representatives approved a bill 
that’s likely to spark a showdown on military spending. In the 
face of looming defense cuts and amped-up warnings on 
Capitol Hill, there are three things that experts wish every 
American – and politician, for that matter – knew about the 
Pentagon’s financial state of affairs. 

America today spends more on defense (even 
adjusting for inflation) than it did during the Reagan 
buildup 

Supporters of robust defense spending tend to justify 
these expenditures by claiming that the world is much more 
dangerous today. That’s what former Vice President Dick 
Cheney argued in a closed-door session with Republicans on 
Capitol Hill this week. 

“No disrespect, but the evidence for that is pretty thin,” 
Christopher Preble, vice president for defense and policy 
studies at the libertarian Cato Institute, points out. “The Soviet 
Union on its worst day was capable of ending life on this 
planet in a few minutes. It could do more damage in a few 
minutes than Al Qaeda has managed to inflict in over a 
decade.” 

Still, the United States continues to spend some $520 
billion every year – plus the costs of the Afghanistan and Iraq 
wars – for U.S. military operations. In an acknowledgement of 
this, Reps. Mick Mulvaney (R) of South Carolina and Barney 
Frank (D) of Massachusetts proposed an amendment to freeze 
Pentagon spending at current levels. 

“When we are discussing cutting even the most basic 
social safety net programs, we think increasing the defense 
base budget makes all our exhortations about the deficit ring 
hollow,” they wrote in a letter to their fellow lawmakers prior 
to the vote this week. “You may want to keep this letter,” they 
added. “The chances of receiving one from a more unlikely 
pair of your colleagues in your time in Congress are probably 
pretty low.” 

The amendment passed with support from 158 Democrats 
and 89 Republicans, and the House on Thursday voted to give 
the Pentagon $607 billion in total this year. This is more than 
the Senate – which has yet to propose its own version of the 
defense bill – or the White House says its wants. 

Most Americans, regardless of political party, support 
more defense cuts 

A new study finds that Americans want more defense cuts 
than do the politicians who represent them. They are also 
willing to accept on the order of one-quarter more cuts in 
military spending than the Obama administration is proposing. 
The White House has been anxious to seem hawkish on 
defense, particularly in an election year. 

Americans surveyed by the Stimson Center proposed the 
highest cuts for the Afghan war, where they would like 
spending to be $53 billion. Annual spending in Afghanistan 
currently totals $115 billion. 

The administration has proposed dropping that figure to 
$89 billion. 

Most interesting to Matthew Leatherman, a research 
analyst at Stimson, was that support for defense cuts was 
equally strong in congressional districts that would stand to 
lose the most from them – in other words, areas where big 
defense corporations and jobs are based. 

These voters “were no less willing” to cut defense 
spending than others. Indeed, 75 percent of voters in the top 
10 percent of districts that benefit the most from defense 
spending actually want more cuts than the average of voters in 
the survey. 

There was a slight partisan divide, Mr. Leatherman says. 
Voters in Democratic districts would cut defense spending by 
22 percent, while voters in Republican areas would cut 
defense spending by 18 percent. 

Still, the change is “statistically insignificant,” 
Leatherman says. “We’re hearing a lot of rhetoric right now 
on the Hill and on the campaign trail about this being a wedge 
issue. But in our survey, the wedge just wasn’t there.” 

Automatic defense cuts won’t devastate the U.S. 
economy – and may even help it 

The companies that make America’s fighter jets, drones, 
and big-ticket weapons items warned in a press conference 
this week that a series of forced budget cuts known as 
“sequestration” would cost America more than 2 million jobs 
if it goes into effect. 

Among other things, "sequestration" involves some $55 
billion worth of automatic cuts in the defense budget. It’s set 
to go into place in January unless Congress and the Obama 
administration can agree on a plan to curb the nation’s debt. 

Defense Secretary Leon Panetta has warned that such cuts 
would have dire effects on U.S. national security. 

Moreover, the cuts would reduce America’s GDP by $215 
billion, says Stephen Fuller, an economist at George Mason 
University who works with the Aerospace Industries 
Association. “The results are bleak but clear-cut,” he said. 
“The unemployment rate will climb above 9 percent, pushing 
the economy toward recession and reducing projected growth 
in 2013 by two-thirds.” 

It’s not an uncommon view. Travis Sharp, a fellow at the 
Center for a New American Security, which has close ties to 
the Obama administration, warns that sequestration will “most 
definitely have negative impacts on employment and on 
workers in the defense industrial base.” 

He worries, too, about the impact on defense research-
and-development dollars, something he fears will be 
disproportionately affected by sequestration cuts. “A lot of the 
things that people use every day started out as research 
projects at the DOD,” he says, citing, for example, the 
Internet. 

Others, however, say it's a good idea to keep the budget 
cuts in perspective. The DOD base budget under sequestration 
would be $469 billion – about what the Pentagon spent in 
2006, when it was in the middle of fighting wars in both Iraq 
and Afghanistan. It was “not exactly a lean year for the 
Pentagon,” Dr. Preble notes. 
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Indeed, many of the predictions are overly dire, says 
Preble, who has studied regions that have experienced 
reductions in military spending in the past. Cuts initiated after 
the fall of the Berlin Wall in 1989 “were far deeper and faster 
than what we’re contemplating under sequestration,” he says. 

Still, after an initial economic impact, those communities 
closely tied to the defense sector nonetheless “recovered quite 
quickly and prospered with a more diversified economy,” 
Preble says. “So the question really comes down to, How long 

is that economic adjustment process?” Research indicates that 
the effects are most dramatic the year they happen, then 
decline dramatically over time. 

As for claims that defense cuts would mean millions of 
lost jobs, “That seems implausible considering that the cuts 
would amount to less than three-tenths of 1 percent of GDP,” 
Preble says. “More to the point, the defense budget should 
never be seen as a jobs program.” 
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30. Execs: Sequestration Hype Could Hurt Firms 
(DEFENSE NEWS 22 JUL 12) ... Zachary Fryer-Biggs 

As the rhetoric on Capitol Hill continues to rage over the 
pending automatic U.S. budget cuts known as sequestration, 
senior defense executives and industry representatives are 
forming into two camps. 

The first camp has no shortage of dire predictions over the 
devastation to the nation’s industrial base if the cuts take 
effect next January. 

A second, less visible group is quietly wondering if the 
fire and brimstone might be excessive — and even damaging 
— to the cause. 

On the vocal side, four CEOs testifying before the House 
Armed Services Committee last week repeated many of the 
points recently offered to the press. Many members of 
Congress and the executives — Robert Stevens of Lockheed 
Martin, Sean O’Keefe of EADS North America, David Hess 
of Pratt and Whitney, and Della Williams of Williams-Pyro — 
were not shy about their dislike of the sequester. 

In less than two hours, sequestration was repeatedly 
called devastating, stupid, catastrophic, crippling and 
traumatic, among other disparaging terms. Less than a day 
earlier, Aerospace Industries Association (AIA) CEO Marion 
Blakey predicted the cuts would lead to “employment 
Armageddon.” 

Pentagon officials have not been bashful in their 
language, either, calling sequestration “fiscal castration,” 
among other colorful descriptions. 

But the magnitude of the cuts — millions of jobs, 
according to the AIA, and the industry’s destruction — is 
overblown, according to several senior industry executives. 
Even some of the declarations about the complete lack of 
guidance on how sequestration would be implemented are 
excessive, one senior executive said. 

“It’s not that complicated,” the executive said. “There’s a 
little drama being played out. There’s a little fire for effect 
being played out.” 

The executives interviewed by Defense News expressed 
doubts about the predictions, but several asked not to be 
named to avoid publicly sparring with the AIA and one of the 
industry’s most vocal members, Lockheed’s Stevens. 

Stevens has led the charge against sequestration in recent 
weeks by emphasizing his intent to issue Worker Adjustment 
and Retraining Notification (WARN) Act notices to many of 
Lockheed’s 120,000 employees. His efforts, paired with 
statements from other company heads saying they’re 
considering issuing notices, have pushed the little-known law 
to the front of the sequestration debate. At the July 18 hearing, 
the WARN Act was mentioned 25 times. 

The 60-day warning period happens to begin just before 
the election. “It’s an extraordinary coincidence; each of you 
[has] identified a date prior to November the 6th, which is 
Election Day,” said Rep. Joe Wilson, R-S.C. 

The act requires companies to notify employees 60 to 90 
days, depending on the state, in advance of potential layoffs. 
However, the notices do not have to be followed by firings. 

Stevens has said that absent specifics on where the 
government will cut, he will be forced to notify many of his 
employees so that come January, when sequestration would 
take effect, he can quickly eliminate the positions he no longer 
needs even if many who receive notices are not ultimately laid 
off. 

But the specter of potential layoffs, and employees 
receiving the notices, may undermine talent retention, an 
executive said, and leads some to question the WARN Act 
tactic. 

“If someone’s offered a job, they’re going to grab it 
someplace else because they don’t know if they’ll have theirs 
here,” the executive said. “You get in a death spiral, and that’s 
one of the things that we’re trying to avoid.” 

The argument that defense companies need to be issuing 
notices was well-received at the hearing. 

“I think these gentlemen are legitimately trying to figure 
out how to proceed, and I think they made a very good case,” 
said Rep. Adam Smith, D-Wash, the HASC’s ranking 
Democrat, after the hearing. “If you’ve got to give 60 days’ 
notice, then you’ve got to give 60 days’ notice.” 

In a recent interview with Defense News, Raytheon CEO 
William Swanson emphasized the need to remain calm in the 
face of the cuts. 

“This is all about not panicking,” he said. “This is about 
both feet on the ground, looking at it and making sure you’re 
prepared. I realize some bad things will happen to good people 
out of this thing, but how do you minimize that? The best 
thing that we can do as a company is to be able to provide the 
best amount of security that we can for our workforce.” 

Swanson, one of the few executives to publicly question 
some of the more dramatic declarations by the industry, is also 
one of the few who was in a senior position during the last 
defense downturn, a fact he emphasized. 

“I’ve lived through this,” Swanson said. “The light at the 
end of the tunnel is not a train. I’m not a person who says, ‘Oh 
woe is me.’ When you look at this situation, I understand the 
danger, but there’s also an opportunity. And the smart 
companies, smart leaders, smart businesspeople know how to 
take advantage of opportunities.” 
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Fiscal 2013, the first year that will suffer from automatic 
cuts, will affect the industry but will be more of a speed bump 
than a roadblock, he said. 

“You go over the speed bump, you slow down, then you 
come out of the speed bump, you now know what your 
customer priorities are, and now you adjust to be able to 
[address those priorities].” 

The dramatic statements may be a result of the fact that 
sequestration is designed as a scary device that pushes both 
sides of the aisle into action. 

“The logic was this resource management mechanism was 
so stupid that the threat of it would be a prompt, all by itself, 
to public leaders to avoid it any cost,” O’Keefe said in 
reference to the original legislation of a sequester in the 1980s. 
“That was the logic, quaint as it sounds, 25 years ago.” 
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31. At DoD, 6 IT Projects $8 Billion Over Budget 
(FEDERAL TIMES 23 JUL 12) ... Sean Reilly 

Six Defense Department modernization projects are a 
combined $8 billion -- or 110 percent -- over budget and 
suffering years-long schedule delays -- in one case, more than 
12 years -- a new audit report finds. 

The projects, known as enterprise resource planning 
systems, aim to replace numerous small-scale systems with 
department-wide systems that will modernize the management 
of finances, logistics and other business operations. 

The projects are intended to bring greater efficiency and 
cost savings to the department's internal management. The 
delays not only set back any anticipated cost savings but also 
risk throwing the department behind schedule in its goal to 
clean up its bookkeeping, the Pentagon's inspector general 
said in the report released last week. 

The department is racing to meet a statutory September 
2017 deadline for passing a full financial audit. Defense 
Secretary Leon Panetta's 2014 goal of successfully completing 
a budget audit -- one of four steps involved in meeting the full 
audit-readiness goal -- is also in jeopardy, the report said. 

The IG report said Defense managers need to be more 
proactive and provide more oversight of the six projects. 

Within the last year, department officials approved almost 
$303 million in funding for the projects without verifying 
program managers' assertions that the money would be spent 
effectively, the report said. 

The Air Force's Defense Enterprise Accounting and 
Management System (DEAMS), for example, was supposed to 
be fully deployed by October 2009. That milestone has slipped 
to April 2017, while the projected price tag has quintupled 
from $420 million to almost $2.2 billion. 

Similarly, the Army's Logistics Modernization Program is 
scheduled to be fully deployed in September 2016 -- more 
than 12 years later than originally scheduled. 

In both cases, program managers blamed the delays on the 
challenge of customizing commercial off-the-shelf software. 
DEAMS managers cited the need to address more than 3,400 
"problem reports" during testing, the report said. 

Of the remaining four systems, the Army's General Fund 
Enterprise Business System, or GFEBS, is scheduled for full 
deployment this month; the Navy's Enterprise Resource 
Planning system, in August 2013; the DoD Enterprise 
Business System, in June 2014; and the Defense Agencies 
Initiative, in January 2016. 

The Defense Department concurs with the IG's 
recommendations, but disagrees with the final report, in part 
because it contains "incorrect statements and technical errors," 
Beth McGrath, the department's deputy chief management 
officer, said in an emailed statement. While most of the 
enterprise resource planning systems have experienced 

challenges, she said, they are already yielding improvements 
in business operations and the Pentagon has taken steps to put 
them "on a path to success." 

Prime contractors on the projects were generally tight-
lipped on the factors behind the overruns and schedule 
slippages. 

Computer Sciences Corp. developed the Logistics 
Modernization Program "and delivers the services in 
accordance with government-directed requirements," a 
spokesman said in an email. 

At Accenture, which has the lead for GFEBS, DEAMS 
and the Enterprise Business System, spokeswoman Joanne 
Veto referred questions about the audit to the Pentagon. 
GFEBS, however, has already led to the retirement of 20 older 
systems and is processing more than 1 million transactions 
daily, she said. 

Spokeswomen for IBM and CACI, the prime contractors 
for the Navy ERP and the Defense Agencies Initiative 
respectively, either had no comment or could not be reached. 

The new IG report echoes the findings of a February 
review by the Government Accountability Office, which 
warned that the Pentagon risks throwing away money without 
getting the desired improvements in business operations. 

The state of the Pentagon's books has been a persistent 
worry on Capitol Hill. Last year, an ad hoc panel of the House 
Armed Services Committee held a series of hearings dedicated 
to the subject. The panel's chairman, Rep. Michael Conaway, 
R-Texas, is aware of the IG's findings, a spokesman said last 
week, "and looks forward to engaging with members of the 
[Defense Department] financial community to learn more 
about these troubling issues." 

Setbacks And Delays 
Cost increases and delays in deploying Defense 

Department business sytems: 

 Logistics Modernization Program -- cost increase: 
$3.9 billion, 12.5 years delayed 

 Defense Enterprise Accounting and Management 
System -- cost increase: $1.7 billion, 7.5 years 
delayed 

 Enterprise Business System -- cost increase: $1.6 
billion, 2 years delayed 

 Navy Enterprise Resource Planning -- cost increase: 
$0.6 billion, 2 years delayed 

 General Fund Enterprise Business System -- cost 
increase: $0.1 billion, 2.5 years delayed 

 Defense Agencies Initiative -- cost increase: $0.1 
billion, 4.5 years delayed 
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Total -- $8 billion 
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32. USS Ohio Guided Missile Sub Back To Fleet 
(DEFENSE DAILY 23 JUL 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

The USS Ohio (SSGN-726), one of four Navy submarines 
converted from a ballistic missile to guided missile capability, 
has rejoined the fleet after undergoing nearly four months 
maintenance as well as upgrades to its radar and sonar 
systems. 

The Ohio was in maintenance for 110 days that also 
included upgrades to navigation and communication systems 
as well as work on the diver air system, superstructure and 
depth control tanks, the Navy said last week. 

The work was carried out by Puget Sound Naval Shipyard 
& Intermediate Maintenance Facility in Bremerton, Wash., 
and was completed on July 11. 

The first four ships of the Ohio-class ballistic nuclear 
missile submarines were converted in the 2000s to guided 
missile submarines under nuclear weapons reduction pacts 
with Russia. Rather than retiring the vessels only halfway 
through their expected lifetime, they were retrofitted to carry 
Tomahawk Land Attack Missiles (TLAMS). 

The SSGNs can carry up to 154 TLAMS--more 
conventional fire power than any other platform in the U.S. 
military. 

The value of that firepower was demonstrated for the first 
time in combat in March 2011, when the USS Florida (SSGN-
728) was deployed off the Libyan coast and accounted for 
about half of the Tomahawks fired during the initial stages of 
Operation Odyssey Dawn. 

Meanwhile, the Navy has begun looking at options for 
replacing the firepower offered by the SSGNs once they are 
retired in the 2020s. Rear Adm. Barry Bruner, now the 
director of Undersea Warfare (N97), said in October one 
option would be stretching the hull used on the Virginia-class 
(SSN-774) to add four additional tubes. 

The concept would effectively merge the SSN-SSGN 
mission and help offset the retirement of the four Ohio -class 
subs, he said. 
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33. Maintenance Hurdles Mount For LCS 
(DEFENSE NEWS 23 JUL 12) ... Christopher P. Cavas 

When the littoral combat ship Freedom needs scheduled 
maintenance overseas, the workers who step onboard had 
better be Americans. 

U.S. law bars foreign shipyard workers from doing such 
tasks as preventive and corrective maintenance, deep cleaning 
and corrosion control — crucial work for a ship manned by 
only 50 or so Sailors, meaning it will rely more on shore-
based support than other U.S. Navy ships. 

And as more LCS hulls come into service, that foreign-
based support will become ever more important. The U.S. 
plans to base four ships in Singapore — Freedom will sail 
there next year — and another eight in Bahrain, starting as 
soon as 2014. 

Yet if foreigners aren't allowed to do the work, the LCS 
force will need to be supported by U.S.-based "fly-away 
teams," a situation that could be unaffordable. 

That's just one of the conclusions reached by participants 
in a war game held this year to study LCS sustainment foreign 
ports. sustainment — how the ships would be kept ready for 
the battle while operating from foreign ports. Along with 
another game and a classified study on the Navy's readiness to 
operate the ships, the work is part of a major Navy effort to 
assess the LCS program and understand its problems and 
issues. 

The sustainment war game was held in January by U.S. 
Fleet Forces Command in Norfolk, Va. According to an 
unclassified assessment of the four-day game, participants 
were asked to identify a single issue as the chief risk to LCS 
mission success. The answers were: 

 Shore support is directly related to mission readiness 
and effectiveness, with the San Diego-based LCS 
Squadron (LCSRON) key to coordinating the 
process. 

 "Adherence to the maintenance schedule will drive 
operational availability." 

 The legal maintenance restrictions barring foreign 
workers from many onboard tasks need to be "fully 
vetted," and "fly-away teams may be financially 
unsustainable," 

 The game also produced seven major findings: 

 "The logistics of mission package exchanges are 
more complicated and time consuming than currently 
reflected in the wholeness CONOPS [concept of 
operations]." 

 "LCS manpower is overtaxed by anti-terrorist/force 
protection requirements." 

 Facility, supply and logistics systems in the 
operations area "require investment and 
improvement" ahead of an LCS arriving on station. 

 The permanent support plan and maintenance 
strategy needs to be better defined in light of the legal 
restrictions. 

 The traditional planned maintenance system strategy 
"requires significant procedural and organizational 
revision." 

 Overseas management of LCS ordnance and 
hazardous materials needs to be defined and refined 
in host nation agreements and U.S. Navy policies. 

 LCSRON distance support is "the critical node." 

The limited ability of the LCS crew to perform onboard 
maintenance and the need to return to port for even basic 
repairs "negatively impacts" the ships' availability to 
operational commanders, according to sources familiar with 
the classified report Further, the contractor teams handling 
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maintenance duties are not performing up to snuff or being 
held accountable for their work. Many contractors are doing 
the work twice — the second time to correct problems with 
their initial work -- avoiding penalties and billing the Navy 
twice for the jobs. 

According to some LCS crews, the reliance on contractors 
actually results in more work for the crew, which is too small 
to supervise the contractors. Navy Sailors often have to fix the 
problems after the contractors have left. 

Extensive' contractor services also are required to 
maintain spare parts inventories for the ships, since each of the 
two ship designs features a number of non-standard systems 
and the ships are too small to carry many spares. Ships will be 
based on either the Lockheed Martin Freedom-class design or 
Austal USA's Independence class. 

But the reports note the parts and work requirements need 
to be identified and ordered well in advance so they're 
available when needed — a situation that severely limits the 
flexibility of the LCS. 

The classified study included the examination of 
operations aboard the first two LCS vessels, each relatively 
new. Maintenance requirements generally increase as ships 
age, and neither LCS has performed an extended overseas 
deployment. 

The classified study was done this year by a team headed 
by Rear Adm. Samuel Perez, reporting to Adm. Mark 
Ferguson, vice chief of naval operations. Known as the 
OPNAV report—for the offices reporting directly to the chief 
of naval operations — the study is the first major examination 
of the LCS effort from an operational point of view, rather 
than a study of the program's concepts or acquisition progress. 

The Navy has been reluctant to discuss the OPNAV 
report, "A Review of the Navy's Readiness to Receive, 
Employ and Deploy the LCS Class Vessel." Like the war 
games, the report's intention was to uncover problems, and it 
does not focus on program successes or accomplishments. 

"This review was intended to be critical, to take a hard 
look at what needs to be addressed before LCS deploys to 
Singapore, to determine what needs to be studied during the 
deployment and what issues need a longer-term look," said 
Rear Adm. Thomas Rowden, director of surface warfare and 
chief coordinator for the LCS effort. 

The Small Crews 
Rowden revealed in late June that 20 berths would be 

added to the Freedom ahead of next year's deployment. The 
revised manning plan has yet to be announced, but most of 
those racks will be used by Sailors added to the current 40-
person core crew, although several might be re-served for 
additional mission pack-age detachment members. 

The additions represent a long-awaited reversal of the 
original minimal-manning construct applied to the entire LCS 
concept. Heretofore, Navy officials rigidly opposed any crew 
increases despite widespread acknowledgement of the 
problems, including statements such as that in the 2009 

version of the ships' concept of operations: "There are no spare 
Sailors or officers assigned to LCS. The unplanned loss of any 
crewmember may result in major mission degradation." 

According to sources familiar with the OPNAV report, 
the study reported that while LCS crews are functioning at the 
current 40-Sailor level, safety and readiness are being harmed 
as a result Crews tend to be exhausted after only three days of 
normal operations and soon begin to perform poorly. Navy 
studies show that the effects of several days of low-tempo 
LCS operations equate to high-tempo operations for a cruiser 
crew. 

Even when in port, LCS duty sections are limited to three 
sections, meaning fewer days off and less time off the ship, 
and underway watches rarely exceed two or three sections — 
at a time when increased automation on ships with larger 
crews is seeing increases in many cases to five or six sections. 

The manning margins are so thin on an LCS that 
crewmembers who need to be off the ship for training, 
briefings or any other reason may find the request denied if 
they can't be even temporarily replaced. If a Sailor holding one 
of 21 critical positions on the ship isn't available, the ship 
might not be able to get under-way, since there might not be 
another crew member with the required qualifications. 

With only two ships in service, the LCSRON reportedly is 
meeting the short-term unplanned manning losses. But as the 
number of ships and crews grows, the problem will get worse, 
according to sources familiar with the OPNAV report. 

The manning studies also point out that the multiple-crew 
LCS manning scheme places a heavy burden on the need for 
Sailors to be certified before they come on board, since there's 
no margin for on-the-job training. But if they miss out on 
shore-based training, gaps will appear in individual crews' 
readiness levels. 

The Navy already has conducted a number of workload 
reduction studies and initiatives for the LCS, and at least 40 
waivers or deviations have been enacted to ease the situation. 
But the reports recommend that further work be done. 

Recommendations 
The OPNAV report, according to sources, concluded that, 

in light of what the ships can and can't do, the entire LCS 
concept of operations needs to be reviewed, along with the 
minimal-manning requirements and the contractor-based 
maintenance schemes. The studies make plain the Navy's 
concern with exhaustion and fatigue among LCS crews and 
the need to improve their quality of life and cite "the reality of 
the workload" to bolster those positions. 

The review efforts also highlight the extreme complexity 
of the LCS program — the multiple crews, additional mission 
module packages and aviation detachments, and two distinct 
ship classes — as major factors in developing solutions. 

"The pieces come together to make a mosaic," said one 
participant in the war game. "When you put the mosaic into 
the theater's dynamic environment, it becomes a 
kaleidoscope." 
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34. New Network Link Will Save Time At Sea 
(NAVY TIMES 30 JUL 12) ... Jacqueline Klimas 

Sailors’ work aboard ships will soon get easier thanks to 
new technology that syncs data automatically between 
systems, reducing time and effort. 

Researchers at the Office of Naval Research have created 
a so-called “network bridging system” known as Universal 
Gateway that moves data instantaneously between the combat 
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system that controls weapons and sensors and the command 
and control network. To transfer data now, a sailor has to copy 
information onto a CD and upload it to a different network. 

“We don’t have the manpower to do it [manually] 
anymore,” said Wayne Perras, director of experimentation for 
ONR’s Command, Control, Communications, Computers, 
Intelligence, Surveillance, and Reconnaissance Department. 
“We need to figure out ways to do it so, operationally, the data 
is available in the system when you need it, without putting 
the burden on sailors to move all the data.” Universal Gateway 
is designed for carriers, cruisers and destroyers and should 
start hitting the fleet between fiscal 2013 and 2014, Perras 
said. 

It was unclear as of press time what ships would be first 
to receive it. 

Here’s an example of how it might work: Sailors aboard 
ships with aircraft receive daily air tasking orders via their 
control and communications network that dictate takeoffs, 

landings and missile launches. Sailors have to manually 
transfer this information to the combat network. With 
Universal Gateway, the transfer will happen automatically. 

By eliminating the need for CDs, the system will also 
help make networks more secure, Perras said. 

“If the sailor doesn’t scan [the CD for malware] and you 
bring it over to the combat system, you’ve brought that 
[malware] into the combat system,” Perras said. “We want to 
prevent as many of those possibilities from happening.” 
Automatic data transfer reduces the potential to make errors 
and also avoids duplicate work. In the current system, when 
data is changed or updated on one network, a sailor may need 
to manually fix it on the other network as well, Perras said. 
With Universal Gateway, changes will only need to be made 
once. 

Perras said researchers at ONR are also discussing 
expanding Universal Gateway to littoral combat ships and 
submarines. 
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BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
35. Resident Energy Conversation Program Continues To Succeed 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 20 JUL 12) ... Commander, Navy Installations Command Public Affairs Office 

WASHINGTON -- Commander, Navy Installations 
Command (CNIC) has found a proven way to conserve energy 
and save money through their Resident Energy Conservation 
Program (RECP) pilot program in Hawaii. 

The RECP pilot on Hawaii is a successful energy 
conservation program. 

Public/private venture (PPV) residents on average are 
reducing their utility consumption and improving the 
sustainability of the project by reducing operating costs. The 
vast majority of the savings from the RECP project returns to 
the project to fund housing and neighborhood requirements. 

"The success of RECP in Hawaii is directly related to our 
service members and their families becoming more aware of 
the amount of electricity they were consuming," said Vice 
Admiral William French, Commander, Navy Installations 
Command. "As their awareness increased, families made a 
conscious choice to curb their utility usage without affecting 
their quality of life." 

Hawaii residents, who have already begun live billing, 
will see their allowable bandwidth decrease from 20 percent to 
10 percent above or below the average normal usage rate 
beginning on October 1, 2012. 

RECP began as a pilot program for PPV housing in Navy 
Region Hawaii in January 1, 2011. The program transfers the 
responsibility for payment of utilities from the PPV project to 
the residents whose homes are individually metered, which is 
consistent with OSD policy. 

Since Hawaii's launch of RECP, the Navy PPV project 
has saved: 

 7,775 Megawatt hours (MWH) of electricity - 
approximately 10% savings 

 $1,537,060 (dollar value of the saved electricity) 

 Over 5,300 tons of greenhouse gases. 

"The Navy could not have achieved these savings if it 
were not for the cooperation of our PPV residents - my hats 
off to them," said Corky Vazquez, CNIC Housing Program 
Manager. "Our residents got onboard with RECP and realized 
that their quality life did not change while reducing 
consumption. The money the project does not have to expend 
on excess utility charges will be reinvested back into our PPV 
housing communities to improve the quality of homes and 
neighborhoods." 

The schedule for the RECP Navy-wide rollout will be in 
phases. All PPV projects will begin live billing in 2013. The 
tentative rollout schedule for live billing is shown by Region 
of the country as follows (check with the local housing office 
for more details): 

 New Orleans: January 2013 

 Northwest, Midwest, Southeast: April 2013 

 Southwest: July 2013 

 Mid-Atlantic and Northeast: October 2013 

The Navy RECP program was initiated in response to an 
Office of the Secretary of Defense established requirement for 
PPV projects to transfer responsibility for payment of utilities 
to the residents. The program requires homes to be 
individually metered for utilities and initially will focus on 
electricity and gas usage. CNIC research indicates residents 
reduce utilities usage when they are responsible for the 
payment of utilities separate from their rent. 

For specific information about RECP and specific 
information pertaining to an installation, contact your local 
Navy housing office. A master list of all Navy installation 
housing offices is available at 
http://www.cnic.navy.mil/CNIC_HQ_Site/WhatWeDo/Fleetan
dFamilyReadiness/Housing/index.htm 
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36. Navy Week Kicks Off In Sioux Falls 
(KLDT NBC SIOUX FALLS (SD) 20 JUL 12) ... Jeff Rusack 

The state that's smack dab in the middle of the American 
heartland will be celebrating something that's usually working 
over a thousand miles away, the navy. 

Navy Sailors in their dress whites aren't a common sight 
in landlocked South Dakota but the men and women who 
protect America's interests on the oceans are being celebrated 
this week in Sioux Falls. 

“We want to welcome you to our town. Thanks for 
helping us understand more about what you do, how you do it 
and why it’s so important,” said Mayor Mike Huether. 

Around 15 cities every year celebrate Navy Week and the 
navy wants to remind people, even in South Dakota, the value 
of this branch of the military. 

“We want to reach out to Middle America. Just because 
there's not an ocean nearby and we don’t have ships here in 

Sioux Falls, we can come out and show you what the navy is 
all about,” said Lt. Chika Onyekanne 

And while most South Dakotans may not be able to 
appreciate the Navy every day, it's the things we use every day 
that makes the navy so important to our area. 

“A lot of the goods that you get come by sea therefore 
you need a strong Navy. An American Navy, to protect those 
waterways. So, we can get those goods,” said Lt. Chika 
Onyekanne 

A week to celebrate and honor the men and women who 
protect the water ways of the world, in a city that's just about 
as far away from an ocean as you can be. 

View Clip (RT: 1:17) 
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37. Tens Of Thousands Brave Scorching Sun To Watch Jets Soar 
(SIOUX FALLS (SD) ARGUS LEADER 22 JUL 12) 

A crowd almost the population of Rapid City watched an 
air spectacle as the Blue Angels zoomed today through the sky 
above Sioux Falls. 

The "Power of the Prairie" air show attracted an estimated 
100,000 over two days at Joe Foss Field, said Lt. Col. Reid 
Christopherson, a spokesman for the South Dakota Air 
National Guard. 

The event celebrated 150 years of the South Dakota 
National Guard. 

"We typically never worry about the crowd size at air 
shows,” Christopherson said of the free show. “We just focus 
on making sure everyone is safe and enjoying themselves." 

Yet the crowds were almost as impressive as the shows 
itself. Sunday's crowd was slightly lower, Christopherson said, 
which he noted it typical for the second day. But that wasn't 
bad on a day when the temperature hit 101 degrees, at airport 
grounds without shade. 

A few people were transported to a hospital. The number 
of related injured had not been determined, Christopherson 
said. 

View Gallery (32 Photos) 
Pilot Hopes To Inspire Others To Pursue Flight 
Navy showcases to middle America 
(SIOUX FALLS (SD) ARGUS LEADER 19 JUL 12) 

Dalton Walker 
Lt. Dave Tickle wants to inspire others this weekend in 

the Sioux Falls skies at 700 mph. 
Tickle is one of six pilots who are part of the Navy’s Blue 

Angels touring fleet. The Blue Angels are the headline of the 
free 2012 Airshow, which is in conjunction with Sioux Falls 
Navy Week and in commemoration of the bicentennial of the 
War of 1812 and the centennial of Marine Corps Aviation. 
The Blue Angels comprise six F-18 Super Hornets. 

The weekend event is expected to attract more than 
165,000 people to the airfields in Sioux Falls. 

As a kid growing up in Birmingham, Ala., Tickle said 
seeing the Blue Angels sparked his interest to pursue a career 
in the Navy and in the skies. Tickle joined the military in 2002 
and started to fly fighter jets in 2005. He said he has had 
combat tours in Iraq and Afghanistan. 

“Our mission here is to educate and inspire the American 
public as to what their men and women in uniform do on a 
daily basis,” Tickle said. 

Tickle pilots one of two Hornets that showcase the 
plane’s speed and movement during the show. The other four 
planes focus more on precision through a diamond formation 
and at times are 18 inches apart from one another, Tickle said. 

“We will be as slow as 120 mph, which is about as slow 
as you can fly this airplane, all the way as fast at 700 mph,” 
Tickle said. “We will be just below the speed of sound, so we 
run the full spectrum of the capabilities of the Hornet.” 

The Blue Angels are based at the Naval Air Station base 
in Pensacola, Fla. Tickle said the Wednesday trip from 
Pensacola to Sioux Falls in the F-18 was a little more than two 
hours. A tanker refueled the planes midflight, he said. 

The fleet performs in about 36 airshows a year and in 
front of 11 million people annually, said Petty Officer First 
Class Rachel McMarr. The tour’s emphasis is to enhance 
Navy and Marine Corps recruitment efforts. The Blue Angels 
last were in Sioux Falls in 2009. 

Being in Sioux Falls allows people a chance to learn more 
about what the Navy and Marine Corps do, Tickle said. 

“The average tax-payer doesn’t get to spend a day or 
week on aircraft carrier and see flight operations,” he said, “so 
for us to be able to bring our squadron to the backyards of 
America… that’s what’s important.” 

View Clip (RT: 2:06) 
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38. Navy Team Uses Skills On House 
Sailors, vets volunteer time in Sioux Falls 
(SIOUX FALLS (SD) ARGUS LEADER 21 JUL 12) ... Payton Randle 

In the midst of all of the concerts, shows and activities 
that come along with Navy Week, the visiting men and 
women found the time to give back to the Sioux Falls 
community. 

About 20 Sailors and three veterans teamed up with 
Habitat for Humanity of Greater Sioux Falls and volunteered 
their time to prep, prime and paint a Sioux Falls home Friday. 

Sue Olson, executive director of Habitat, said the funding 
came from Community Development and the city of Sioux 
Falls. 

“In a perfect world, this would get done in a day, but this 
might take the weekend,” Olson said. 

The group from the Navy did the work on the house 
Friday morning. 

Laurie Anderson applied for the repairs to her home last 
summer. She and her daughter have lived there for more than 
12 years. 

“I wouldn’t be able to do it on my own,” Anderson said. 
“It just shows the community involvement.” 

Dean Delashmutt has lived in the Sioux Falls community 
for 16 years after serving in the U.S. Navy for 24 years. He 
said the project fits with his philosophy of helping people. 
“We’re trying to help people who need a hand up, not a hand 
out,” Delashmutt said. “Best way I can see is to get in the 
community and do something.” 

Niki Schillerstrom, community relations director for 
Habitat, was excited the Sailors were from the USS Rushmore. 

“It’s great to have some leadership here. I expect a good 
day. I expect good conversations, smiles, laughter and good 
memories,” Schillerstrom said. “You look out the window and 
you see all their yellow T-shirts and blue shorts, and you see 
some of our local vets working with them.” 

Schillerstrom said the repair of one home could have a 
positive effect on another home. 

“One home being worked on in a neighborhood makes 
other homes in that neighborhood want the same thing,” 
Schillerstrom said. “One neighborhood bumps into another 
and into another, until you have affected your entire city.” 

Patricio Cabrera, an active member of the USS Rushmore, 
has been in the Navy for 13 years. 

In that time, Cabrera has participated in many projects 
like this one. 

“We try to maintain a good relationship with the 
communities,” Cabrera said. “We want to make the Navy 
visible to people.” 

Schillerstrom said projects much like this create a sense 
of community and pride. 

“It makes you feel good about where you live, and in this 
case it makes you feel good about your military,” 
Schillerstrom said. 

View Gallery (6 Photos) 
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39. Russians Are First-Time Entrants In San Diego RoboSub Competition 
For the first time, a team from the Russian Federation has entered the annual RoboSub competition, co-
sponsored by the Pentagon's Office of Naval Research. For the engineering-minded, it's the Super Bowl of 
underwater contests. 
(LOS ANGELES TIMES 21 JUL 12) ... Tony Perry 

SAN DIEGO — In a huge tank at a once-secret Navy 
base on Point Loma, students from the Far Eastern Federal 
University in Vladivostok are testing their autonomous 
underwater vehicle, the AUV Junior. 

The vehicle may be a miniature, but the significance is 
huge: It's the first time a team from the Russian Federation has 
entered the annual RoboSub competition, which is co-
sponsored by the Pentagon's Office of Naval Research. For the 
engineering-minded, this is the Super Bowl of underwater 
contests. 

The venue is an enormous pool built in 1964, when 
submarines from the U.S. Navy and the Soviet Union, 
maneuvering for underwater dominance, were engaged in 
dangerous missions of hide-and-seek that were never meant to 
be revealed to the public. 

The Transducer Evaluation Center pool is 300 feet by 200 
feet, 38 feet deep and holds 6 million gallons. Its quiet water 
allowed U.S. scientists to develop listening technology 
intended, among other things, to give U.S. submarines an edge 
over their Soviet rivals in detecting underwater hazards and 
potential enemies. 

That kind of high-tech research continues here, but for 
one week each summer the pool is used for the RoboSub 
competition, open to all comers. U.S. officials even approved 

a team of Iranian students, but the government in Tehran 
backed out. 

At this year's 15th annual event, 28 teams from 
universities and high schools in eight countries are vying for 
$20,000 and considerable bragging rights. The competition 
began Tuesday. The public is invited to the finals on Saturday 
and Sunday. 

The competition is also sponsored by the Assn. for 
Unmanned Vehicle Systems International Foundation, an 
offshoot of an industry trade association. The goal of the 
industry and the Navy is the same: promote interest in 
unmanned vehicles among the young and curious. 

"If you want to get kids interested in science, put a robot 
in their hands," said Daryl Davidson, executive director of the 
AUVSI Foundation. 

The competition has an official bumper sticker: My Other 
Vehicle Is Unmanned. 

The Russian Federation team, five students and an 
engineering professor, is smaller than most. But what it lacks 
in numbers, it is determined to replace with a laser-like focus 
on the task at hand. 

"We are sleeping only three hours a night," said 
Alexander Scherbatyuk, the professor. "We have too many 
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problems to overcome. We are here to learn, to compare our 
technology with others'." 

Long ago, such sharing of information between East and 
West at any level was strictly forbidden. Now it's encouraged, 
both in this competition and in the deep waters off the 
Hawaiian Islands. 

Not far from Pearl Harbor, the Admiral Panteleyev, the 
Fotiy Krylov and the Boris Butoma have joined naval vessels 
from 21 nations for the 23rd Rim of the Pacific exercise — the 
first time the Russian Navy has sent ships to the world's 
largest international maritime exercise. 

Geopolitical change manifests itself, it seems, in ways 
both large and small. 

In the RoboSub event, many of the teams work all year 
perfecting their vessels, which must navigate an obstacle 
course strictly by pre-programming. A craft must know how to 
recognize and overcome an obstacle with no one operating a 
joystick from dry land. 

Last year's winner, Ecole de Technologie Superieure from 
Montreal, is back, fresh from a victory in a similar 
competition in La Spezia, Italy. 

"There is very big work to be done," said Sergeenko 
Nikolai, 23, an undergraduate at Far Eastern Federal 
University. 

The always-tough University of Florida is here, with its 
vehicle the SubjuGator. Also the University of Maryland, with 
Tortuga IV. The Spanish team has Isaac 2012, named for Isaac 

Peral y Caballero, a Spanish naval officer who designed an 
underwater craft launched in 1888. 

The team from Iceland named its craft for the Norse 
goddess Freyja. Cornell University is trying some reverse 
psychology: Its sub is named Killick, a term for an anchor. 

Last year, the Cornell entry was named for something 
light. It went slow. So the team figures that a heavy name will 
make the vehicle go fast. In RoboSub competition, every edge 
helps. 

"We have essentially the same robot as last year's, but 
we've updated our sub-systems," explained Chris Carlsen, 23, 
a senior majoring in mechanical engineering at the University 
of Maryland. 

Teams test their subs in smaller 12-foot pools before 
trying the big pool. There, Navy divers guide the vessels to 
keep them from sinking during the trial runs. The runs are 
visible on a large outdoor screen. Rock music blares over the 
venue; among the songs blasting during the Russians' trial was 
"American Woman." 

The tests are stressful as team members examine read-
outs on their computer screens, knowing they are unable to 
guide their craft. Autonomous means autonomous. 

Igor Tuphanov, 24, a postgraduate student at Far Eastern 
Federal, was the Russian team's point man beside the big pool: 
waiting, watching, fidgeting. 

Finally, he let loose with a burst of high-speed Russian — 
followed, in English, with "All right, that's pretty good." 
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40. Navy Mathematician on Educating America’s Youth 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 19 JUL 12) ... Megan Hart 

“What are you going to do with a math degree?” was a 
typical question I received from my parents when deciding to 
major in mathematics. 

Unfortunately, many people know that math is important 
but do not know what can be done with math in the sense of a 
career. The Dahlgren National Defense Education Program 
(NDEP) Virginia Demonstration Project (VDP) Summer 
Academy helps to close this gap and encourage students to 
pursue science, technology, engineering, and mathematics 
(STEM) careers. 

On a typical work day, I get in, check my email, go over 
my schedule, and sit behind a computer screen or in meetings. 
Now to some, that daily routine may sound boring, but to me 
it can be exciting. As a mathematician at Naval Surface 
Warfare Center Dahlgren Division, I spend most of my time as 
a project leader and a software analyst to assist in submarine 
missions. 

A few years ago, my daily routine was completely 
different, as I was a high school math teacher in Stafford 
County, Va.. I have always had a passion for mathematics and 
as a teacher I was able to watch the youth grow and develop a 
passion for math as well. Even though I enjoyed working with 
the students and passing my love of math onto others, I knew I 
wanted a more hands on approach with my career. This is 
when I decided to make a change. 

I am now thinking and working with math in new and 
different ways and love the challenges and tasks I am given; 
however, I have not lost the passion of watching students grow 
and learn in the fields of math and science. 

The NDEP VDP Summer Academy at Dahlgren gave me 
the opportunity to experience this aspect of my life again. 

Day one, the students walked in with curiosity and 
hesitation amongst their faces. By the last day, the students 
walked out with smiles, new friends, and feelings of success 
as they completed all the challenges they were faced with 
throughout the week. 

The challenges included the following: 
Building a Lego robot to complete as many missions as 

possible, from rescuing a swimmer to being able to signal the 
tower. 

Building a water rocket and analyzing how to launch it as 
high as possible by finding the right pressure to water 
distribution through test launches. 

Ratios were introduced when students had to build a 9-
10” tower out of balsa wood and to maximize the force to 
weight ratio. 

A life science activity demonstrated how viruses can be 
transferred from person to person through exchanges and the 
students were challenged to find who the carrier of the “virus” 
was. 

Students learned human systems integration (HSI) 
techniques to test and measure the usability of two different 
alarm clocks. 

It was amazing to see how excited the students were when 
faced with each challenge. From what I observed from the 
students in my group, they all genuinely wanted to learn and 
do the best they could with each task. 

Each activity discussed an aspect of STEM (science, 
technology, engineering, and mathematics) at a level the 
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students could understand. I was then able to engage the 
students in how these concepts are used or applied in my 
career, such as the effects of weather and environmental 
aspects when launching the water rocket or the importance of 
adjusting testing efforts based on the needs and wants of the 
customer. 

I was pleasantly surprised by the number of questions I 
was asked and the amount of interest that was shown. The 
students were then able to put forth what they had learned. It 
truly was a great opportunity for these students and they had 
fun with it, as did I. 

Overall, the students learned a lot throughout the NDEP 
VDP Summer Academy program and were able to get a 
hands-on approach with different STEM activities. So now 
when people say to them “What are you going to do with a 
math/science degree?” they can answer knowledgeably and 
confidently. 

In the end there were rockets launching, towers smashing, 
robots moving, and children smiling, laughing, and learning, 
these are the things I looked forward to every day during the 
Dahlgren NDEP VDP Summer Academy Program and look 
forward to doing for years to come. 

Return to Index 
 

41. Ospreys Arrive As Fears Raised About Alliance 
Japan urges U.S. to wait for Okinawans' consent 
(JAPAN TIMES 23 JUL 12) ... Ayako Mie 

Even as a cargo ship carrying 12 MV-22 Ospreys entered 
Japanese waters for its arrival at Yamaguchi Prefecture on 
Monday, the government is pressing the United States to delay 
its deployment of the tilt-rotor aircraft in Okinawa until local 
residents assent, fearing growing opposition will damage the 
bilateral security alliance. 

The cargo ship reportedly left the South Korean port of 
Busan on Sunday for U.S. Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni 
and entered the Kanmon Straits separating Yamaguchi 
Prefecture and Kyushu later in the day. 

The U.S. aims to replace 24 aging CH-46 Sea Knight 
helicopters with Ospreys, a hybrid transport aircraft that can 
take off and land like a helicopter and cruise like an airplane at 
twice the speed of the CH-46. 

But two recent crashes, in Florida and Morocco, have 
increased safety concerns and angered Okinawans, who have 
seen a number of accidents involving locally based U.S. 
aircraft. One of the worst came in 2004, when a helicopter 
crash-landed on the campus of Okinawa International 
University. Nobody except the crew was hurt. 

On Friday, Vice Defense Minister Shu Watanabe asked 
visiting U.S. Deputy Secretary of Defense Ashton Carter to 
take into consideration local concerns about the safety of the 
Osprey. 

"I told the deputy secretary it will possibly impact the 
U.S.-Japan Status of Forces Agreement (SOFA) and the 
security treaty in the long run, if the U.S. is to forcefully 
deploy the Osprey in Okinawa," Watanabe told reporters after 
the meeting. 

At a press conference Saturday in Tokyo, Carter said 
ensuring the safety of the aircraft is a top priority. He also 
emphasized that the U.S. is fully aware of the fierce 
opposition to the deployment and will share as much 
information as possible. 

The U.S. has made an unusual concession to address 
growing unease over the plane: The Ospreys will remained 

grounded at the base in Iwakuni pending the release of 
investigative reports into the two recent crashes. Furthermore, 
no test flights will be carried out elsewhere in the country. 

But the deployment of the hybrid aircraft is not simply a 
regional issue limited to two host bases. The U.S. plans to 
make test flights along six routes over the country, including 
one from the Tohoku region down to the Amami Islands, 
south of Kyushu. 

The SOFA does not require the U.S. to consult with the 
Japanese government before it carries out any test flights. 

The U.S. military postponed low-altitude test flights from 
Cannon Air Force Base in New Mexico after it faced stiff 
opposition from towns close to the base. Opponents in Japan 
argued the U.S. should take a similarly cautious stance here. 

Opposition is even growing within the ruling Democratic 
Party of Japan, whose leader, Prime Minister Yoshihiko Noda, 
is already dealing with the defection of dozens of lawmakers, 
including former kingpin Ichiro Ozawa. 

Noda last week said that under SOFA rules, Japan has no 
say in the Osprey plan. Nevertheless, Seiji Maehara, the DPJ's 
policy chief and a long-time proponent of a solid Japan-U.S. 
security alliance, has criticized Noda for ignoring the public's 
will. Maehara met with U.S. Ambassador John Roos earlier 
this month and conveyed the DPJ's request that deployment be 
delayed. 

"If the Osprey is brought to Iwakuni and deployed in 
Okinawa as scheduled, it will harm the Japan-U.S. alliance," 
Maehara said Thursday. 

The Group of Liberals, made up of 35 DPJ members, also 
submitted a resolution to the prime minister's office expressing 
opposition until the host towns give their consent and a probe 
into the two crashes is completed. 

The U.S. is set to compile the final reports on the crashes 
by the end of August. 
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NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
42. For Coast Guard Patrol North Of Alaska, Much To Learn In A Remote New Place 
(NEW YORK TIMES 22 JUL 12) ... Kirk Johnson 

BARROW, Alaska — When the United States Coast 
Guard arrived in this remote corner of the Arctic this month to 
begin its biggest patrol presence in the waters north of Alaska, 

only one helicopter hangar was available for rent, and it was 
not, to put it mildly, the Ritz. 
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Built by someone apparently more familiar with the 
tropics than the tundra, the structure had sunk several feet into 
the permafrost, with the hangar entrance getting lower as the 
building sank. Squeezing two H-60 helicopters into the tiny 
space? Think of parallel parking a stretch limousine. And for 
this — the only game in town, take it or leave it — the owner 
demanded $60,000 a month, a price that made Coast Guard 
leaders gasp. 

“Not perfect, but you’ve got to learn to do it somehow,” 
Josh Harris, a Coast Guard aircraft mechanic, said as he stood 
surveying his first and not entirely straight attempt at towing 
in an aircraft. 

In the land of the midnight sun, the Coast Guard’s 
learning curve is steep indeed. 

The effort, called Arctic Shield, began this month as a 
pilot project combining search and rescue responsibilities with 
disaster response and maritime safety enforcement. It will 
presumably only expand, Coast Guard officials say, as global 
warming melts these once ice-locked waters. 

With air operations based here in the nation’s 
northernmost community, more than 300 miles past the Arctic 
Circle, the assignment is expensive, logistically complicated to 
supply and far from backup should things go wrong. 

“The Arctic has been identified as a priority,” said Cmdr. 
Frank McConnell, the operations coordinator for Arctic 
Shield, which includes in its initial phase two Coast Guard 
cutters and two smaller ships, in addition to the two 
helicopters that will be stationed here in Barrow. The first of 
25 pilots, along with support crews, mechanics and 
communications personnel, began rotating through Barrow 
this month on three-week tours. “There’s a lot to learn,” 
Commander McConnell said. 

But the operation also introduces a new element to the 
complex and rapidly evolving portrait of what this vast, stark 
corner of the nation is becoming: a duty mission. 

Shell Oil, driven by a search for profits, is preparing for 
its first drilling operations next month in two spots northeast 
and northwest of Barrow. The environmental group 
Greenpeace, vehemently opposed to Arctic drilling and its 
risks, has sent its own ship north for what the group says is a 
research project. Freight haulers have been streaming through, 
seeking a shortcut across the top of the world, and passenger 
cruise ships loaded with tourists have started to stake out new 
routes. 

Shell plans to have a daily Boeing 737 flight between 
Barrow and Anchorage, Alaska’s largest city, just to ferry 
personnel. The company will also have its own helicopter 
service from Barrow — population 4,000 — to the ocean 
drilling sites. The Coast Guard, in conjunction with the Navy 
and other agencies, is planning an oil spill cleanup response 
exercise on the water early next month. 

“More traffic up there means more people,” said Cmdr. 
Kevin Riddle, the captain of the Coast Guard cutter Alex 
Haley, which was preparing to deploy north this month from 

its base in Kodiak, Alaska. With cruise ships full of hundreds 
of passengers potentially needing rescue, tanker ships going 
adrift in coastal areas or getting stuck in sea ice, and the 
energy boom itself, Commander Riddle said, once largely 
empty waters are getting more crowded. 

“If we don’t have a presence up there,” he said, “how are 
we going to respond adequately?” 

The Coast Guard, a branch of the Department of 
Homeland Security, has a tradition of derring-do in patrolling 
the nation’s waters and an especially rich tradition here in 
Alaska, where huge areas of land are tied to the sea, with no 
roads to the broader world. But even as the Coast Guard 
crews, mostly based out of the base in Kodiak, 940 miles 
south of here, began its first daily patrol flights from Barrow a 
week ago, the uncertainties of the mission remained huge. 

A cold winter left the sea ice intact longer and closer to 
shore this year. That delayed the potential drilling window that 
Shell had been granted in its permits. A Shell barge being 
fitted in Bellingham, Wash., which the company says would 
be able to control and contain oil spills, has also been delayed 
by construction and permit approvals and will not be in the 
Arctic until August, a company spokesman said. And a 
coalition of environmental groups filed a lawsuit this month in 
Federal District Court in Juneau saying federal regulators had 
erred in approving Shell’s oil spill response plans. 

Even the specific protocols of the Coast Guard’s role as a 
police authority, in the event that environmental protests of 
drilling operations escalate, remain unclear. This year, a 
federal judge granted Shell a one-kilometer protected zone 
around its Arctic operations. A spokesman for Greenpeace, 
Joe Smyth, in a telephone interview from the group’s ship, the 
Esperanza, said the group planned to map the seabed at Shell’s 
drilling sites and be gone before Shell arrived. But he declined 
to specify what Greenpeace would do after that. 

“We expect there not to be any issues from our end,” Mr. 
Smyth said. 

Asked during a community meeting with elected officials 
in Barrow this month what would happen if a civilian vessel 
crossed into Shell’s protected zone, Commander McConnell 
acknowledged that details were still being worked out. 

A Coast Guard spokeswoman said in an e-mail last week, 
“Any action that disrupts safe navigation or endangers lives at 
sea will be appropriately responded to and investigated.” 

Many Coast Guard personnel said uncertainty in any new 
mission was normal. They improvise and they adapt, they 
said. 

“Aluminum foil and tape,” said John Wolfen, an aviation 
maintenance technician, describing part of the kit he was 
taking to block his windows from late-night glare. 

But unlike the summer sun, the beleaguered Barrow 
hangar is still going down. “As the building sinks, the height 
of the hangar decreases,” Veronica Colbath, a Coast Guard 
spokeswoman, said in an e-mail. 
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43. Researchers Employ UAVs In Hurricane Research 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 20 JUL 12) ... Amanda D. Stein, Naval Postgraduate School Public Affairs 

MONTEREY, Calif. -- With hurricane season well 
underway, researchers at the Naval Postgraduate School are 
taking part in an ongoing effort to look at hurricane formation 

and development, in hopes of improving prediction systems 
and, ultimately, allowing for earlier evacuations. 



 

39 
 

Now, well into the year's hurricane season, NPS 
researchers are part of an effort to determine how those 
hurricanes form, and what factors contribute to their intensity. 

Department of Meteorology Professor Michael 
Montgomery was invited two years ago to take part in 
developing a research proposal, the result of which was a $30 
million NASA venture-class grant for the execution of the 
NASA Hurricane Severe Storm Sentinel (HS3) project. The 
Navy's Office of Naval Research has also recently signed on 
to help support the NASA effort. 

"NPS brings to the table a long tradition of leadership and 
expertise in the area of tropical storms, hurricanes and 
typhoons. The Navy has a lot of interest in typhoons because 
they are severe weather phenomena in the tropics," explained 
Montgomery, "and the Navy has a lot of operations in the 
tropics. So we work closely with our colleagues at the Naval 
Research Laboratory, and they have been invited to participate 
because of their numerical modeling and forecast expertise." 

Led by NASA Goddard Senior Scientist Scott Brown, the 
five-year project is two years in and giving the research team 
its first opportunity to get out in the field, gathering real-time 
data in the Atlantic Basin. NPS Distinguished Professor 
Russell Elsberry, Professor Patrick Harr, Meteorology 
Department Research Associate Myung-Sook Park, and 
National Research Council (NRC) Postdoctoral Fellows Louis 
Lussier and Blake Rutherford, will join Montgomery in the 
month-long field research trip in September. The team will be 
stationed at NASA's Wallops Island Flight Facility, where two 
unmanned Global Hawk aircraft will be used to gather 
meteorological data from 50,000 feet over the Atlantic Ocean. 

"This is our first year in the field, so the exciting thing 
about this program is these aircraft are different from the other 
aircraft that have been flying through storms for the past 60 
years," Montgomery explained. "They are able to stay in the 
storm for almost a day, as opposed to six hours. So they are 
going to be able to loiter within the environment, crisscrossing 
the storm, or stay confined within several hundred kilometers 
of the storm." 

The Global Hawks are equipped with onboard sensors and 
a dropsonde delivery system to gather temperature, wind 
speeds, pressure and humidity. The dropsondes are small tube-
shaped devices parachuted from the aircraft and designed to 
gather and transmit data as they steadily fall toward the ocean. 

Montgomery and the NPS team are directly involved in 
researching the genesis, or formation, of the storm. For this, 
the Global Hawks will implement either a "square spiral 
pattern," to encircle and converge on a potential storm, or a 
"lawnmower pattern" as one uses to mow ones lawn. These 
flight patterns gather critical readings of the kinematic (wind) 
and thermodynamic (temperature, moisture) variables 
necessary to depict the state of the candidate disturbance. 

"These patterns are very useful for sampling the deep 
layer of the tropical atmosphere during the formation process," 
Montgomery said. "As the storm forms, it becomes potentially 
threatening to populated coastal areas like Miami, Charleston, 
New Orleans and maybe even Washington, D.C., if it shows a 
track that may head in that direction. 

"So once the system shows a threat of becoming a storm, 
then we become interested scientifically because there are still 
many unanswered questions about how these storms form," he 
continued, "and how these thunderstorms consolidate and 
congeal into one massive storm complex. So these patterns are 

designed to observe the very early stages of the storm 
formation to try to answer some questions outlined in our 
hypotheses." 

Montgomery had previously served as a lead on a 
National Science Foundation project, called Pre-Depression 
Investigation of Cloud-Systems in the Tropics, or PREDICT 
for short. This project was carried out in collaboration with 
NASA and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration. Through PREDICT and other successful 
research projects sponsored by the Navy's Office of Naval 
Research, the NPS meteorology team has established a 
presence within the field, and individual expertise that each 
hopes will contribute to the success of HS3. 

"We were selected to participate based on a hypothesis we 
have for where, when and how tropical cyclone formation 
occurs in the Atlantic. To test our hypothesis, we are 
requesting that the Global Hawk aircraft fly over a warm and 
moist airstream from an equatorial source far to the west of 
where the tropical cyclone will form," Elsberry explained. 
"We all agree that repeated deep (about 55,000 feet high) 
convective clouds are required for tropical cyclone formation. 
The different hypotheses concern where and how these deep 
convective clouds contribute to the formation. 

"The observations necessary to test the three hypotheses 
can only be achieved with the Global Hawk that is capable of 
flying at 65,000 feet [i.e., above the deep convection] and fly 
for 26 hours so that repeated observations can be made in the 
areas where the deep convection might be expected to 
contribute to tropical cyclone formation," he continued. "No 
manned aircraft has the range, endurance, or flight-level 
capability to conduct such research missions, so it is very 
exciting to be chosen, as one of 11 research teams from a pool 
of 45 proposals, to participate in the HS3 program." 

One of those lucky NPS team members is NRC postdoc 
Lussier, whose expertise in tropical cyclone formation is 
directly in line with one of the project's objectives. Lussier 
explained that the data gathered will add to a growing 
understanding researchers have of the weather phenomena. 

"The HS3 project will allow us to collect additional 
observational data on tropical cyclones during the pre-
formation stage," he said. "Additionally, we will be able to test 
the accuracy of our newly-developed tropical cyclone 
formation forecasts. The data we collect during HS3 will 
allow us to continue to build on what we learned during the 
Tropical Cyclone Structure-2008 program and PREDICT, and 
hopefully provide further understanding into the processes that 
lead to tropical cyclone formation." 

Montgomery added that their ultimate goal, through this 
and other research opportunities, is to better understand and 
predict severe weather systems. The team hopes that the HS3 
research will not only yield insightful data, but will help test 
prototype equipment that could also be valuable in future 
research efforts. 

"We are trying to understand more about how these 
storms form and how they intensify. We aim to use that 
information to better improve our ability to predict the 
formation and rapid intensification of these storms. What we 
don't want to have happen, and this has happened before, is to 
have what we call 'sunrise surprises,' where we get a storm off 
the coast and it undergoes a rapid intensification. Under such 
circumstances, very few people expect to be impacted and 
many people may be injured, or worse, lose lives. 
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"We want to be able to better prepare," Montgomery 
added. "And the Navy wants to be able to better prepare their 
fleet and get the fleet out of the way of storms. So they have 
looked to NPS to bring some of that expertise to help in this 

project. It's part of the NPS meteorology mission ... to better 
understand and predict these storms. NPS and the Navy have a 
vested interest in these severe weather phenomena." 
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44. Gay Parade Features Uniformed Troops 
Pentagon Memo Allows First-Time Participation In Military Dress 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 22 JUL 12) 

SAN DIEGO — Some of the loudest cheers Saturday at 
San Diego's gay pride parade were for active duty troops 
marching in military dress, the first time that U.S. service 
members participated in such an event while in full uniform. 

Dozens of soldiers, Sailors, and Marines marched 
alongside an old Army truck decorated with a “Freedom to 
Serve” banner and a rainbow flag. They were joined by dozens 
more military personnel in civilian clothes, but the uniforms 
stood out among flowerbedecked floats and scantily clad 
revelers. 

Spectators waved signs reading “Thank you for your 
service.” A woman held a placard that said, “My gay son is a 
Naval officer.” 

“Today is so important,” said Navy Lt. Brian McKinney, 
who marched with his civilian partner, Hunter Hammonds. 
“It’s about putting on my uniform and taking pride in my 
service, my fellow service members, my family and myself. 
It’s something I’m incredibly thankful for.” 

In a memorandum sent to all its branches this year, the 
Defense Department said it was making the allowance for the 
San Diego event even though its policy generally bars troops 
from marching in uniform in parades. 

The Pentagon said Thursday that it did so because 
organizers had encouraged military personnel to march in their 
uniforms and the parade was getting national attention. 

Cmdr. Kent Blade, who will retire this fall after 26 years 
in the Navy, said being able to march in uniform was a perfect 
culmination of his career. The 47-year-old said that since last 
year’s repeal of the “don’t ask, don’t tell” law, he has received 
unconditional support from his fellow officers. 

“We’ve all been able to talk more freely about our lives. 
Nobody’s leading a second life,” he said. “And now that I can 
march freely in uniform, I think it’s a great display for the 
Navy.” 

About 200 active-duty troops participated in last year’s 
San Diego gay pride parade, but they wore T-shirts with their 
branch’s name, not military dress. 

About 200,000 people were expected at this weekend’s 
annual Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender Pride Parade 
and festival in Balboa Park. In addition to the parade, the 
celebration features parties, concerts and the raising of a 
rainbow flag on a new 65-foot flagpole in Hillcrest, the center 
of San Diego’s LGBT community. 

The theme of this year’s event is “America’s Pride: 
Equality is an American Value.” 

View Gallery (9 Photos) 
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45. Court-Martialed For Attempting Suicide 
Military’s highest court to review Marine’s conviction 
(ARMY TIMES 30 JUL 12) ... Andrew Tilghman 

The military's highest court will soon decide whether 
troops can be court-martialed for trying to kill themselves by 
reviewing the June 2010 conviction of a Marine who slit his 
wrists in Okinawa. 

Marine Corps officials insist the conviction was not for 
attempted suicide, but for “self-injury.” 

A lower court ruled that the self-injury was “prejudicial to 
good order and discipline” and was “conduct of a nature to 
bring discredit” upon the military.” 

However, the Court of Appeals for the Armed Forces -- 
the last stop before the Supreme Court -- indicated it will 
review the case in the context of attempted suicide. 

Specifically, the court said it will review “whether as a 
matter of law a bonafide suicide attempt is punishable as self-
injury” under Article 134 the Uniform Code of Military 
Justice. 

Article 134, known as the General Article, can be applied 
to a broad range of misconduct. The court likely will schedule 
a formal hearing on the case before the end of the year. 

Marine Pvt. Lazzaric Caldwell was sentenced to 180 
days’ confinement and a bad-conduct discharge. The sentence 
was for the self-injury and two other convictions, participation 
in a theft and possessing synthetic marijuana, records show. 

Caldwell pleaded guilty to the self-injury charge, but his 
attorney later appealed based on “the theory that prosecution 
of a genuine suicide attempt ought to be prohibited under 
public policy reasons,” court records show. 

Experts say the case casts a shadow over the efforts of top 
Pentagon officials to encourage commanders to treat troubled 
troops with compassion and encourage them to seek mental 
health care. 

It also highlights the lingering tension within some 
segments of the military community about how to respond to 
suicide and mental health problems. 

The high court’s decision to review the case may be a 
sign that the military’s top judges have concerns about the 
previous ruling to uphold the conviction, handed down by the 
Navy-Marine Corps Court of Criminal Appeals in December. 

The NMCCA concluded the decision to prosecute a 
suicide attempt should be “a matter left to the convening 
authority’s unfettered discretion.” “Conceivably, some 
instances of self-injury or malingering could be concealed in 
the guise of a sincere suicide attempt,” the court said. 

Although prosecuting troops for attempted suicide is 
extremely rare, the NMCCA noted that neither Congress nor 
the president has ever explicitly prohibited it. 
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“If a convening authority feels it necessary to resort to 
court-martial to address this type of a leadership challenge, he 
or she should be allowed to do so, at least until the executive 
or legislative branches of government have proscribed this 
approach by law or regulation,” the court said. 

The ‘Last Straw’ 
At the time that he slit his wrists, Caldwell was being 

treated for post-traumatic stress disorder, depression and an 
“unspecified personality disorder.” 

He was prescribed several psychiatric medications, 
including Zoloft, but had stopped taking them because he 
thought they were causing seizures, court records show. 

Caldwell had just learned his mother was seriously ill and 
was also grieving the death of a friend and fellow Marine, 
court records show. 

Moments before Caldwell cut his wrists with a razor, he 
was “in a highly distraught state” after learning he was going 
to the brig on previous criminal charges, including possession 
of the drug spice and a theft charge related to an incident in 
which his Japanese girlfriend stole a leather belt from a local 
merchant. He was found guilty of theft for failing to stop her. 

The series of bad news amounted to “the last straw” for 
Caldwell in his string of personal and psychiatric problems, 
the judges said. 

Caldwell was alone in the barracks because a Marine 
gunnery sergeant had given him a few minutes of privacy to 

call his family before escorting him to the brig, court records 
show. 

When the gunnery sergeant returned to the barracks, he 
found “a trail of blood on the barracks floor.” He wrapped 
Caldwell’s wrists in socks and called for medical help from a 
corpsman. Court records show Caldwell was later taken to a 
hospital psychiatric ward. 

His conviction is troubling to mental health experts. Dr. 
Lanny Berman, executive director of the American 
Association of Suicidology, said a court-martial was 
“extremely ill-advised” and runs counter to the conventional 
wisdom in today’s military. 

There is no evidence that prosecuting troops for attempted 
suicide would provide an effective deterrent to help reduce 
overall suicide rates, another expert said. 

“The vast majority of people who try to kill themselves 
are in a great deal of distress and would not be deterred by 
prosecution down the road,” said Elspeth Ritchie, a recently 
retired Army colonel who led the Army’s mental health and 
suicide prevention efforts until 2010. 

“Especially if someone has made a suicidal gesture or 
intent and they are worried they could be prosecuted, I could 
see that making people reluctant to seek care,” she said in an 
interview. 
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46. Salvaged Navy Warship Invades Great Lakes 
(WPBN NBC TRAVERSE CITY (MI) 22 JUL 12) ... Marc Schollett 

A proud vessel that served the U.S. Navy for years is 
making its way from a salvage yard in Philadelphia to its new 
home in Bay City. The ship will be towed for about two weeks 
before it arrives at the Saginaw Valley Naval Ship Museum. 
There it will become a showpiece of American naval history 
for the public to enjoy. 

The USS Edson saw combat roles in Vietnam, and over 
the years served as a home away from home for thousands of 
crew members. This is the story of one of those men, Charles 
Struthers, who was born, raised, and lives today right here in 
Northern Michigan. 

Ask Charles Struthers why the USS Edson holds a special 
place in his heart, and you get a smile, and a heartfelt answer. 
Struthers replies "to me being on board this ship, being my 
first, it really sticks in your brain, almost everything you did, 
everyday. That is where you grew up, you leave high school, 
you move out into the world, you get on board this vessel and 
you grow from there. As you grow this ship becomes part of 
you, the crew becomes a part of you." 

But like turning a page in time, flipping through his 
scrapbooks Struthers can go right back to 1981; back to that 
18 year old new recruit who saw the USS Edson for the very 
first time. Struthers say "you have to remember I am a young 
kid from a small town, so when I walked up to the pier, and I 
have this ship in front of me, its like holy man, look at this 
thing! It was very incredible seeing these big guns on the deck 
that are the size of three of these rooms and the barrel of the 
gun is probably as long as my garage. It was a massive ship." 

A massive ship, with watertight integrity doors that were 
just a little too small for the new recruit. Struthers says "the 
doors stopped about 2 feet above the deck, what they call a 

knee knocker and those got me every time right in the shins. It 
took me 6 months to pick my feet up and actually go through 
the door properly instead of having gashes just below my 
knees." 

Scrapped knees aside, the hundreds of tons of steel that 
make up the Edson over the next four years would carry 
Struthers from Iceland to the north to the Falkland’s in the 
south, and all the way to the western Mediterranean. Struthers 
says "A lot of times you walk the decks, look out over the 
ocean, seeing a sunset or a sunrise, you really feel how far 
away from home you are." But like a sunset, that feeling faded 
for Struthers. The ship became home, and all of that aging 
metal became more to Struthers’s than a just a vessel. He says 
“people are the blood lines of a ship, the ship is the body so its 
all combined into one, but if you haven't gone through that 
you don't know what the feeling is like." 

It's a bond made between mates that has lasted for more 
than 30 years, but an affinity for a ship that will not fade with 
time. He says "I look back at all the men who have been on 
that ship, and where that ship has been, all the people who 
have died on the vessel. Yeah I think about it now, I really 
do." 

While exotic ports of call fill his navy scrapbooks, his 
favorite memory of the Edson came close to home and by 
complete surprise. Struthers remembers "on the '83 cruise I 
was bringing the ship into the MacArthur lock up at Sault Ste. 
Marie and as soon as I got the ship into the lock, one of the 
crew members came in the door and said "hey Struthers you 
got some people out here wanting to talk to you!" I said 
"excuse me?" "You have some people wanting to talk to you?" 
I said alright and I walked out to the bridge way and he 
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pointed up to the people standing to watch and my entire 
family was standing there." 

Struthers time on the Edson came to an end in her final 
years of service (1988) but this vessel's legacy can be found 
not only in his life, but also in the ships that would eventually 
replace her as well. He says "the Edson, she was a workhorse, 
and I think the design they put into her, made the future ships 
a lot better so she was a stepping stone for the bigger and 
better ships." 

Now saved from the salvage yard, Struthers says a 
reunion with the Edson is in store. He says "it’s been a long 
time; I haven't seen that ship since '85. I have seen pictures of 

it, on TV, but physically being in front of it, to go on board 
and see where I worked and lived for 4 years, that's going to 
be very exciting." 

An exciting and emotional time for Struthers and the 
other men who gave so much for this country on this ship; a 
vessel that will once again answer the call to duty. Struthers 
says "oh I think its fantastic especially coming down to Bay 
City after all these years, bringing her back into the Great 
Lakes to show the flag again, to teach people about the Navy, 
you couldn't ask for a better ship to be down there. Its great." 

View Clip (RT: 4:22) 
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47. USS Iowa Attracts Estimated 18,000 Visitors In First 10 Days 
(LONG BEACH (CA) PRESS-TELEGRAM 22 JUL 12) ... Donna Littlejohn 

After a whirlwind of anticipation and spectacular grand 
opening, the USS Iowa battleship is still packing them in. 

The historic San Pedro attraction has been drawing 800 to 
1,400 people on weekdays and around 3,000 people over the 
weekends since its July 7 opening. 

For now, the ship appears to be well on its way toward 
meeting attendance goals. 

It is estimated that more than 18,000 people toured the 
World War II vessel in its initial 10 days. 

But for those who have been with the Iowa project in its 
earlier days, it's not entirely a surprise. 

"This is about what we thought we'd pick up," said ship 
curator David Way, who noted that impromptu weekend tours 
while the vessel was still being worked on in Northern 
California late last year drew thousands of spectators with 
little or no publicity. 

Based on the steady enthusiasm to see the ship, he said, 
the Pacific Battleship Center's projected estimates appeared to 
be on target. 

High end estimates have the USS Iowa attracting as many 
as 600,000 spectators in its first year, although officially the 
center's estimates are 200,000. 

The ship is open daily and is seeing a steady stream of 
summer tourists, Way said, including many people visiting 
from the state of Iowa. 

"It's almost like it's a pride of ownership, they're all 
wearing ‘Iowa' shirts," he said. "Most are aware that their state 
gave a $3 million grant (to the ship's restoration) and 

they're really proud of that." 
Anyone with an Iowa driver's license can come on board 

for free, while regular tours are $18 for other adults. 
Veterans also have been flocking to the ship in large 

numbers, Way said. The benefit has been mutual, he said, with 
many of the veterans bringing along first-hand stories, 
clippings and photographs that help round out more obscure 
pieces of the Iowa's long history. 

"We're getting a lot of veterans from all the armed 
services, not just the Navy," Way said. 

Just the other day, he said, a World War II Marine who 
was on the ship from 1943-45 - when President Franklin 
Delano Roosevelt was one of its special passengers - shared 
his first-hand memories with museum staff. 

"We're picking up a lot of information from different parts 
of the ship's career," Way said. "It's filling in a lot of gaps and 
puzzle pieces for us." 

In turn, the ship's newly trained volunteers have all caught 
"battleship fever" and are getting acclimated to their new roles 
as they answer tourist questions, he said. 

"They're really enjoying sharing the ship and educating 
people about battleships and the role in history they've 
played," Way said. 

Tours will be adjusted with time, Way said, and 
eventually could include specialized visits geared toward 
particular areas on board, such as engineering or gunnery 
spaces. 

The tours generally are free-flowing, he said, but can be 
demanding for some with the 887-foot-long ship's many steep 
stairs and large spaces. 

Benches and shade areas have been added on deck, Way 
said, to provide resting spots. A gift shop and museum also are 
located on board and are doing brisk business, he said. 

In time, the ship will be hooked up to shoreside power 
that will allow it to provide restrooms. For now, portable 
restrooms and a food truck eating area are available on the 
shore adjacent the ship. 

Film companies were escorted through the ship in recent 
days, he said. 

And future plans likely will include public events like 
book signings or lectures centered around guest speakers and 
maritime history. 

Meanwhile, restoration of the ship is ongoing and will be 
a work in progress for some time, with new areas opened up as 
they are completed. 

The Iowa is likely to get much of the limelight Aug. 14-
20 during Navy Days in San Pedro, when the USS Wayne E. 
Meyer (DDG-108) destroyer will be in port for tours. 

The visiting destroyer's crew has already volunteered to 
work on the Iowa during its stay. 

As the flurry surrounding the ship's arrival and opening 
week dies down, ship staff and volunteers are savoring a more 
routine pace. 

"We're starting to get into a regular pattern," Way said. 
"There's still a lot to do, but it's not as media intense as it 

was for a while there," he said. "And every day is truly an 
adventure on board the ship. You never know what story is 
going to walk up. It's been great fun." 
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48. Week In Review Jul. 14, 2012 – Jul. 20, 2012 
(YOUTUBE 20 JUL 12) ... U.S. Navy 

Welcome to this week's U.S. Navy multimedia production 
featuring selected images from around the fleet received 
during the week of Jul. 14, 2012 – Jul. 20, 2012. 

The images represent the work of the many naval 
photographers deployed worldwide and submitted to Navy 
Visual News Service. For access to more than 100,000 high 
resolution photos visit: 
http://www.navy.mil/view_photos_top.asp  and 
http://www.flickr.com/photos/usnavy/    .                             

View U.S. Navy YouTube Channel 

View Pacific Partnership YouTube Channel 
View RIMPAC 2012 YouTube Channel 
View Clip (RT: 2:02) 
Broadcast Clip - 7 in :70 (Jul. 20, 2012) 
(YOUTUBE 20 JUL 12) U.S. Pacific Fleet 
A quick look at events and issues from the past week 

around Pacific Fleet making headlines at 
http://www.cpf.navy.mil. 

View Clip (RT: 1:10) 
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OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
49. If You Build Up, Who Will Come? 
The Pentagon may not have the resources to deter Iran and pivot to Asia at the same time. 
(FOREIGN POLICY 20 JUL 12) ... Robert Haddick 

Gen. James Mattis, commander of U.S. Central 
Command, is accelerating a military buildup around the 
Persian Gulf, with new provisions added to parry possible 
Iranian military moves and to strike at targets inside Iran if 
necessary. 

This buildup comes just as a suicide bomb attack in 
Bulgaria on July 18 killed five Israeli tourists. In a statement, 
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said, "This is a 
global Iranian terror onslaught and Israel will react firmly to 
it." Whether this bombing will result in Israeli military action 
against Iran remains to be seen. What is clear is that Mattis 
wants his forces in the region ready for that event. 

Military planners at the Pentagon seem to be granting 
Mattis most, but not all, of his requests for reinforcements. 
Giving the general what he wants right now is not cost-free, 
however, and comes with its own set of risks. Now that the 
Pentagon has agreed to step up its commitment of air and 
naval power to deter Iran, the question becomes whether 
planners will be able to sustain such a commitment to an open-
ended problem while the Pacific is making its own growing 
demands for U.S. air and naval assets. If not, the Pentagon will 
have to come up with alternate ways of sustaining Mattis's 
requirements while meeting growing demands for ships and 
aircraft in Asia. If the tensions in the Gulf continue to mount, 
the planned "pivot" to the Pacific may have to be indefinitely 
postponed. 

The U.S. military buildup in the Persian Gulf took on a 
new dimension in late April when the U.S. Air Force revealed 
the arrival of an undisclosed number of F-22 stealth fighters at 
the Al Dhafra air base in the United Arab Emirates. On June 
23, four U.S. Navy minesweeping ships arrived in the Persian 
Gulf, doubling the Navy's minesweeping force there. To 
support the beefed-up minesweeping squadron, and to support 
maritime special operations missions, the Navy has positioned 
USS Ponce in the Gulf, an amphibious assault ship now 
reconfigured as an "afloat forward staging base." In 
September, the Navy and about 20 other countries will 
conduct an 11-day minesweeping exercise near the Gulf, a 
display no doubt aimed at deterring the military decision-
makers in Tehran from any thought of trying to close the Strait 
of Hormuz. 

Missile defense is also receiving stepped-up attention. 
Qatar has agreed to host a long-range X-band missile defense 
radar site, adding to similar sites the United States already 
operates in Israel and Turkey. The radar in Qatar will peer 
deep into Iran and will give the U.S. missile defense command 
network an earlier alert of possible Iranian missile launches. 
The missile defense command system will share the data 
received from the Qatar radar with missile interceptors based 
on Navy ships and with land-based interceptor batteries 
around the region. 

Finally, Defense Secretary Leon Panetta personally 
approved Mattis's request for an early deployment of the USS 
John C. Stennis aircraft carrier strike group. The Stennis group 
returned to Bremerton, Washington in March from a long 
Middle East deployment. Panetta's order will send the group 
back in late summer and will cut four months off the time the 
crews expected to be back home. The Stennis was supposed to 
sail this winter for service in the Pacific Command region. 
Instead, it will replace USS Enterprise (which is heading for 
retirement) on station in the Arabian Sea and will provide 
Mattis with the uninterrupted presence of two aircraft carriers 
in his region. 

The rapid turnaround of the Stennis group shows the 
Navy's ability to respond to urgent requests. However, neither 
the Navy's ships nor its crews can maintain this operational 
tempo as a routine practice. The Stennis and her escort vessels 
will not receive all of the between-deployment maintenance 
they require and sending the crews back out on another long 
deployment after only five months back will be demoralizing. 

Pentagon spokesman George Little said that the Stennis's 
accelerated deployment is not aimed at any specific threat nor 
is it a direct response to tensions with Iran. Negotiations with 
Iran over its nuclear program have reached an undeclared 
impasse, raising the likelihood that Israel will see the need for 
a preemptive strike against Iran's nuclear complex -- a long-
standing concern that the Bulgaria attack may aggravate. If 
war breaks out over Iran sometime during the remainder of 
2012, Mattis wants Iran's leaders to know that he has his own 
forces in position to both parry possible retaliation and to 
retaliate inside Iran if necessary. 
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Mattis is making prudent preparations for a possible 
contingency. But conflict remains hypothetical, which leaves 
Iran as an open-ended problem that Mattis and his successors 
at Central Command will have to manage for some undefined 
period. In that case, instituting what are essentially wartime 
deployment practices, such as Panetta's early deployment 
order to the Stennis group, for the management of an open-
ended problem is convincing evidence that the Navy is too 
small for the responsibilities policymakers are heaping on it. 

Maintaining a continuous deployment of two aircraft 
carriers in the Arabian Sea, in a manner that won't ruin the 
ships or drive Sailors out of the Navy, requires committing six 
to seven carriers to the task. Such an allocation is required in 
order to establish a sustainable rotation schedule. With 
Enterprise's retirement, the Navy will have only 10 carriers 
until the new aircraft carrier USS Gerald R. Ford arrives in 
service in 2015. Under the current shipbuilding plan, the 
carrier fleet will then stay at 11 ships thereafter. 

This will leave four to five carriers for all other 
responsibilities, including the Pacific Command area, which is 
universally considered to be the theater most suited for air and 
naval power -- and the region where the demand for U.S. 
forces is certainly headed higher. 

Mattis's requirements reveal some surprising 
observations. The first surprise is the enduring utility of the 
aircraft carrier, at least in the eyes of commanders such as 
Mattis. Carrier critics point to their extravagant cost and the 
fact that adversary navies possess no similar capability and 
won't for the foreseeable future. But the flattops remain 
critical to field commanders because of the risks and 
limitations associated with positioning comparable land-based 
air power at forward bases. Such deployments are often 
politically untenable and forward air bases are increasingly 
vulnerable to missile attack, problems U.S. commanders face 
in both the Middle East and in the Pacific. In addition to being 
a strong diplomatic signal, aircraft carrier deployments are 
frequently the only way to position reliable striking power in 
unstable regions. 

Second, a decade of wars in Iraq and Afghanistan has 
conditioned observers to view the Central Command area as a 

region for ground forces. According to the Pentagon, 6,524 
U.S. service members have been killed in the wars since 2001, 
almost all of them Army and Marines. Central Command was 
and is a ground force theater but won't be much longer. 
Although infantrymen shouldered the burden in Iraq and 
Afghanistan, deterring and containing Iran is a job for the 
Navy, Air Force, and the Army's air and missile defense units. 
Like the Pacific, the Central Command area is quickly turning 
into an air and sea power theater. 

Third, Central Command's demand for air and naval 
power is causing the pivot to Asia to stumble out of the 
starting blocks. The Obama administration's strategic vision 
foresaw the Asia-Pacific as the "center of action." For military 
planners, the Pacific would eventually become the main effort, 
with all other areas relegated to a secondary "economy of 
force" status. Indeed, only last month, Panetta boasted in 
Singapore that the Pacific would get 60 percent of the Navy's 
ships. But for now, it is Iran that seems to be absorbing 60 
percent of the Navy's aircraft carriers and causing Panetta to 
issue unsustainable deployment orders. Far from being the 
main effort, it is the Pacific that is the economy-of-force 
region. It will remain so as long as deterring Iran remains an 
open-ended commitment. 

If we can assume a fleet of 14-15 aircraft carriers is out of 
the question, the Pentagon will have to find ways to get the 
Air Force, Marine Corps, and Army to share the burden of 
deterring Iran. Beyond that, the Sunni Arab countries in the 
Gulf Cooperation Council will have to become a more 
effective military alliance in order to balance Iranian power 
across the Persian Gulf. Until U.S. planners and diplomats get 
those tasks accomplished, the Pentagon will find itself 
propping up an overstretched and unsustainable military 
strategy in the Middle East and Pacific. 

Robert Haddick is Managing Editor of Small Wars 
Journal. Haddick was a U.S. Marine Corps officer, served in 
the 3rd and 23rd Marine Regiments, and deployed to Asia and 
Africa. He has advised the State Department and the National 
Intelligence Council on irregular warfare issues. 
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50. Getting Real On Defense Cuts 
(POLITICO 22 JUL 12) ... Michael O'Hanlon 

Despite the heat — or maybe because of it — Washington 
is abuzz with debates over future U.S. defense spending. 

Would sequestration in January require furloughs for 
Pentagon employees and unacceptable disruptions to weapons 
production efforts as well as job creation? Has the military 
done enough for deficit reduction? Is former Massachusetts 
Gov. Mitt Romney right that even the first round of defense 
cuts set up by the Budget Control Act and supported by 
President Barack Obama goes too far? 

Obama would reduce the military’s annual core budget — 
not including war costs, which are declining faster — by about 
$50 billion over the next decade to about $500 billion. 
Sequestration would cut another $50 billion to around $450 
billion a year. Defense spending would be at the same level as 
it was during the Cold War after those cuts. But defense 
spending as a percentage of gross domestic product would 
drop to 3 percent — far below Cold War levels, which were 

two to three times as great. Our advantage over China, for 
example, would likely soon drop from earlier levels of about 
10 to one to about two to one. 

Obama’s plan would pursue cuts with steps like reducing 
the sizes of the active-duty Army and Marine Corps to 
490,000 and 180,000 uniformed personnel, respectively — 
down 12 percent to 15 percent from their recent highs but still 
more than typical 1990s levels. It would defer, but not 
appreciably scale back, various procurement programs to save 
money in the near-term budget; eliminate some older ships 
and airlifters; reduce Air Force combat aircraft units by 
roughly 10 percent; bring home two of four Army brigades in 
Europe; and make modest changes in military compensation, 
in health care and perhaps pensions, especially for retirees. If 
Congress goes along, Obama would also carry out further 
rounds of base closures. 
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Does this list go far enough? With the nation’s deficit 
stuck at about $1 trillion a year, some would say no. Erskine 
Bowles and former Sen. Alan Simpson (R-Wyo.), for 
example, argue for even deeper cuts than either presidential 
candidate would favor — not unlike what would happen under 
sequestration. Yet a controversial new study, financed by the 
defense industry, talks about a million jobs being jeopardized, 
directly and indirectly, by Obama’s proposals — and two 
million if sequestration occurs. The military is already 
struggling with the challenge of maintaining adequate 
vigilance simultaneously in both the broader Middle East and 
the Western Pacific. 

Cutting defense is a delicate balancing act. As former 
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Adm. Mike Mullen has 
persuasively argued, federal debt has itself become a national 
security threat. The military budget needs to contribute to 
deficit reduction — and shouldn’t be maintained just to create 
jobs. 

The Congressional Budget Office has thrown another 
monkey wrench into this debate. Just to fund Obama’s plans 
for future forces and weapons, the CBO argues in a new 
report, the Pentagon will need $500 billion more over the next 
decade than it estimates. That is an average of $50 billion a 
year. Obama’s math is too optimistic; the costs of his planned 
force posture are likely to be substantially greater than 
currently recognized. 

Such reports are not uncommon. The Defense Department 
tends to be optimistic when forecasting costs. But when the 
nation is trying to construct a binding plan to guide future 
spending for a decade, it is more important than usual. 

What this means: Just to meet Obama’s planned budget, 
as specified in the first tranche of reductions under the Budget 
Control Act, we will need to cut back on a lot more weaponry, 
force structure and civilian and military personnel than 
planned. Pay cuts may even be needed. 

Because cutting waste, fraud and abuse, while important, 
does not offer the potential for savings at anywhere near the 
levels needed, we will need to cut military muscle, as well. 
The deeper budget cuts proposed by Bowles and Simpson and 
sequestration will have to be postponed — or at least softened 
— because we likely will have a daunting task in simply 
getting down to Obama’s $500 billion annual defense 
spending level. 

To do so, we’ll need ideas like these: 
Streamlined Ground Forces 
The Army and Marine Corps are slated to remain larger 

under Obama’s plan than in the 1990s. That is to be true even 
when the main phase of the war in Afghanistan is over and 
Iraq is no longer a pressing overland threat to its neighbors. 
Instead, the size of the active Army and Marine Corps can be 
slightly smaller than in the 1990s, with a net reduction of 

about 40,000 to 50,000 uniformed personnel in the active-duty 
force structure relative to what Obama now plans. 

Smaller F-35 Fighter Program 
A fundamental rethinking of the F-35 fighter, our biggest 

defense procurement program, is appropriate — in light of the 
dramatic effectiveness of drones and other new technologies 
and the large size and cost of the manned-aircraft program. 

Specifically, the F-35 program should be sized primarily 
to the potential China threat. Imagining a major deployment of 
F-35s to the region around Taiwan, for example, on land bases 
and ships, might result in halving the program’s size (with 
refurbishments of planes like F-16s making up the difference). 

A More Economical Nuclear Force 
It is important to keep strategic nuclear parity with Russia 

as well as a reliable, safe and dependable inventory of nuclear 
warheads in the post-nuclear testing era. But these goals can 
be achieved more economically. Adequate warheads can be 
deployed on eight submarines rather than 14 and on 250 
intercontinental ballistic missiles rather than 450. The bomber 
fleet, funded for conventional missions and, thus, almost cost-
free as a complement to intercontinental ballistic missiles and 
submarine-launched ballistic missiles, can be assigned a 
higher proportion of the nuclear mission. Within the Energy 
Department, the Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory can 
be reoriented around civilian energy with only Los Alamos 
National Lab remaining largely a nuclear design and 
stewardship laboratory — in addition to associated work at 
places like Sandia National Laboratories and the Nevada Test 
Site. 

Changes In Compensation 
An end to military commissaries and exchanges should be 

seriously considered. These provide benefits unequally and 
somewhat anachronistically to military service members and 
their families. Military pension reform is needed, as Obama 
and Defense Secretary Leon Panetta have argued, and indeed, 
military pay growth might have to be constrained to slightly 
less than the inflation rate for a few years, exempting deployed 
troops. 

There is no absolutely correct U.S. defense budget level 
— calculating proper defense spending is as much art and 
politics as science. But while we are all entitled to our own 
opinions, to paraphrase the late Sen. Daniel Patrick Moynihan, 
we are not entitled to our own math. 

The CBO is issuing a clarion call — it is time to get real 
about how to match military ends with means. Deeper budget 
cuts will have to wait. We are going to have to eliminate 
additional programs and forces just to accomplish the savings 
goals now on the books. 

Michael O’Hanlon is a senior fellow at the Brookings 
Institution. 

Return to Index 
 

51. Rhetoric Won’t Solve Sequestration 
(DEFENSE NEWS 22 JUL 12) ... Editorial 

The U.S. House of Representatives last week 
overwhelmingly voted to give the Obama administration 30 
days to detail the $500 billion in automatic defense cuts that 
would be triggered if Congress fails to embrace a broader 
deficit reduction deal. 

The administration has avoided detailing automatic cuts 
specified by last year’s Budget Control Act, in part to keep 
them from becoming a reality. 

Under the law, every program, project or activity would 
be cut 8 to 15 percent, although the president can exempt 
military personnel. If he does that — and in the first year, he 
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will probably have to — that means acquisition, operations 
and research will have to make up the difference. 

It’s also unclear how much more it will cost — in charges 
and future litigation — to alter every Defense Department 
contract that suffers a cut. 

With a Jan. 2 deadline looming and increasing uncertainty 
that sequestration can be avoided, alarmed defense industry 
leaders say they are legally bound to start warning employees 
of potential layoffs that the Aerospace Industries Association 
claims could cost as many as 2 million jobs. 

Clearly, the heated rhetoric from industry and DoD 
leaders aims to terrify lawmakers into action in an election 
year. 

Still, businesses hate uncertainty. It was uncertainty that 
America might default on its debt last summer that prompted 
the first-ever downgrade of U.S. debt, prompting the budget 
deal that set up the sequester threat. 

Greater clarity about sequestration’s impact is welcome, 
but the details are less important than avoiding sequestration 
in the first place. 

Lawmakers manufactured this crisis and it’s up to them to 
adopt a deal that responsibly cuts the nation’s debt by paring 
back government spending, reforming entitlements while also 
increasing revenues. 
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52. U.S.-European Collaboration Crucial 
(DEFENSE NEWS 22 JUL 12) ... Editorial 

U.K. Defence Secretary Philip Hammond came to 
America last week to pick up Britain’s first F-35 Lightning II 
fighter, but he also left plenty of food for thought for leaders 
on both sides of the Atlantic. 

In an address at the Center for a New American Security, 
Hammond highlighted challenges and opportunities for the 
Atlantic Alliance. 

He called America’s “pivot” to Asia critical to re-engage 
a region vital to global security and commerce. Britain would 
remain America’s closest ally, but help lead Europe to step up 
its regional security game and in the Middle East as America 
dials back its presence. 

Hammond also highlighted a major challenge facing 
every allied military that has operated in Afghanistan: how to 
preserve hard-won combat skills once troops withdraw from 
frontline operations in 2014. 

The problem will be particularly acute for 
noncommissioned officers, the core of every army, as enlisted 
troops typically serve for fewer years than the officers who 
command them. Hammond urged allies to work together to 
preserve core skills so allied militaries remain effective as 
rapid reaction forces in the future. 

And with budgets under pressure for the foreseeable 
future, he advocated collaborative programs — like the Joint 
Strike Fighter project — where America, Britain, France and 
Germany fulfill mutual capability needs. Financial reality and 
necessity would drive deeper cooperation, he said. 

Hammond is right on all counts. 
The alliance must sustain investment in high-end training, 

albeit on a smaller scale, to ensure counterinsurgency skills 
are preserved. 

As Europe’s defense leaders, Britain and France must 
spur the region toward a more active security role in its own 
neighborhood, in Africa, the Middle East and beyond. 

Europe should support America’s Asian pivot and boost 
coordination to minimize or eliminate discord in policy and 
action. 

And nations must develop common programs, but with 
realistic expectations. Successful collaboration becomes more 
challenging as the number of participating nations increases, 
and this depends on genuine commitment and requirements 
shaped by core needs, not national caprice. 

Driven by fiscal reality or not, cooperation is hard work, 
but Hammond deserves credit for queueing up core areas 
where NATO must make progress. 
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53. Gunboat Diplomacy, Chinese Style 
(SINGAPORE STRAITS TIMES 23 JUL 12) ... Michael Richardson 

THERE is a saying in international diplomacy: Watch 
what countries do rather than what they say. China's recent 
actions in asserting its claims to ownership and other forms of 
jurisdiction over about 80 per cent of the South China Sea 
speak louder than its oft-repeated soothing words that it is not 
seeking hegemony. 

These actions, in the month, include: 

 *Offering oil and gas exploration and production 
rights to Chinese and foreign partner companies in 
nine blocks covering over 160,000 sq km of waters 
off Vietnam’s central coast, despite protests from 
Hanoi that the affected areas belong to Vietnam and 
are already under lease. 

 *The dispatch of an unusually large fishing fleet of 
30 boats, escorted by a 3,000-tonne patrol vessel, to 
part of the disputed Spratly Islands also claimed by 
the Philippines. 

 *A warning from China’s Defence Ministry that 
“combat ready” Chinese naval and air patrols are 
ready to “protect our maritime rights and interests” in 
the South China Sea. 

With Asean divided over how to deal with China’s 
sweeping South China Sea claims and external powers 
evidently unwilling to constrain Beijing, the way is clear for 
further Chinese expansion. 

Beijing is taking advantage of what it sees as the 
weakness of Asean, the United States, Japan and other 
potential sources of opposition to push its control mechanisms 
southwards and ever deeper into the maritime heart of South-
east Asia. 

Meanwhile, China has clarified the extent and nature of 
its controversial claim to control a vast swathe of the South 
China Sea. 
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The official Xinhua news agency said last Thursday that 
China had “sovereignty” over an area of 1.5 million sq km, 
stretching as far south as James Shoal, about 80km north of 
the coastline of Sarawak, in East Malaysia, and Brunei. 

The shoal is some 1,800km from the Chinese mainland. 
Xinhua did not specify which areas of the South China 

Sea Beijing’s sovereignty covered. 
But they certainly include the three largest disputed 

archipelagos: the Paracel Islands, which China occupies 
despite protests from Vietnam, the Macclesfield Bank and 
Scarborough Shoal contested with the Philippines and Taiwan, 
and the Spratly Islands, which are also claimed in full or in 
part by Vietnam, the Philippines, Malaysia, Brunei and 
Taiwan. 

Xinhua said that in “another move to assert sovereignty”, 
China had last month announced that it would set up a 
prefectural-level city, Sansha, in the Paracels, to administer 
over 200 islets, sandbanks and reefs in the three main island 
groups of the South China Sea. 

Although the Sansha-administered zone covers a total of 
only 13 sq km of island land territory, it encompasses 2 
million sq km of surrounding waters, according to Xinhua. 

Presumably, the 2 million sq km of water is the full extent 
of Beijing’s South China Sea claim and it includes territorial 
sea areas out to a distance of 22km from land features, and 
Exclusive Economic Zones out to 370km, as well as the 
underlying seabed on the continental shelves. 

This would give China authority over all the fisheries, 
energy resources and minerals in this maritime domain. 

China says that all its recent actions are in response to 
moves by rival claimants, that its fishing boats are frequently 
harassed or seized, that Vietnam had “illegally” extended its 

administration over the Spratlys and Paracels and launched 
fighter patrols over the former, and that South-east Asian 
countries have been “stealing” oil and gas in the South China 
Sea belonging to China since the 1970s. 

After a big build-up in its military power in recent years, 
China is now embarking on a muscular phase of asserting its 
South China Sea claims. 

Its most recent action in sending a large fishing fleet with 
a paramilitary escort ship seems designed to confront and 
intimidate the Philippines and other Spratly claimants. The 
fleet arrived at Subi Reef last Wednesday to start fishing. The 
reef is within the Spratly area claimed by the Philippines. 

Big-fleet fishing by China is likely to become a key part 
of its extended presence in the South China Sea. 

But Mr He Jianbin, chief of the state-run Baosha Fishing 
Corporation, based on Hainan Island, wants to go further. 

He has urged the Chinese government to turn fishermen 
into militiamen to serve as a spearhead to advance China’s 
claims. 

“If we put 5,000 Chinese fishing boats in the South China 
Sea, there will be 100,000 fishermen,” he said in the Global 
Times, published by the ruling Communist Party, on June 28. 

“And if we make all of them militiamen, give them 
weapons, we will have a military force stronger than all the 
combined forces of all the countries in the South China Sea.” 

This is gunboat diplomacy with Chinese characteristics. 
What the South China Sea needs is a cooling-off period in 

which rival claimants step back from confrontation and 
consider how to manage and resolve their disputes peacefully, 
based on international law. 

The writer is a visiting senior research fellow at the 
Institute of Southeast Asian Studies. 
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54. Toothless Among Asian Tigers 
What a time for Canberra to cut defence spending, just as the neighbourhood is arming itself to the hilt. 
(SYDNEY MORNING HERALD 21 JUL 12) ... Peter Hartcher 

It was only seven months ago that Barack Obama and 
Julia Gillard stood together to jubilantly announce a 
permanent new deployment of U.S. Marines to Darwin. 

It was the biggest permanent shift of U.S. forces in 
peacetime into the Asia-Pacific since the Vietnam War. "The 
United States is a Pacific power, and we are here to stay," 
Obama declared to the Australian Parliament. 

It was the most visible evidence of U.S. commitment to 
the security of Australia since World War II. 

And it was Australia's emphatic answer to a question that 
has been debated intensively in its policy community for over 
a decade - in the event of a crisis between the current 
superpower and the rising one, which side would Australia 
choose? 

It was also only seven months ago that the U.S. President 
stood in the Australian Parliament and boldly predicted the 
downfall of the Chinese Communist Party, to the enthralled 
applause of government and opposition alike. 

It was a heady moment. But when the speechwriters stood 
down, the budget cutters stepped up. 

In the months since, the warm glow of alliance bonhomie 
has given way to the colder calculations of the defence 
budgets of both Australia and its great and powerful friend. 

Events in Canberra and Washington raise serious 
questions about the ability of the alliance partners to give 
effect to their grand pledges to each other. 

On the Australian side, it is stunningly clear what's 
happened. The Gillard government has chosen to reduce 
Australia's defence effort to its feeblest in 74 years. 

The May budget cut the national defence outlay from the 
equivalent of 1.8 per cent of gross domestic product to 1.56 
per cent. This is its smallest since 1938, the year before the 
outbreak of World War II, according to the Australian 
Strategic Policy Institute. 

The government announced cuts of $5.5 billion over four 
years. It was a reduction of 10.5 per cent and the sharpest 
cutback since the Korean War ended in 1953. 

Why? The government was driven by its commitment to 
return the budget to surplus this fiscal year, which ends on 
June 30, 2013. 

But in reaching that goal, it cut defence harder than any 
other portfolio. The government weighed its priorities, and 
defence came in at the bottom. 

There were some sensible elements in the cuts. For 
instance, one is a delay in payments for delivery of the U.S. 
Joint Strike Fighter because of American delays in building 
the planes themselves. 
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But the Gillard government is not merely conducting 
prudent housekeeping, as it claims. This is essentially a matter 
of political choice. The Australian Strategic Policy Institute's 
Andrew Davies says “the cuts are very simply budgetary,” 
though they are veiled in talk of strategy. The cutbacks 
threaten the central capacity of Australia to defend itself. 

Professor Alan Dupont of the University NSW and a 
former analyst with the Defence Department put it this way: 
"The best time to invade Australia will be around 2028-30. 
That's a serious comment.” Dupont says at the moment it's 
touch and go whether we will have any subs to deploy because 
there's been so much delay in the process of starting work on 
the replacements for the existing submarine fleet, the decrepit 
Collins-class subs. 

Australia has six submarines, but can field only one at any 
given time, and perhaps two in an emergency. Chronic 
problems of maintenance and crewing have turned the national 
fleet into a floating joke. 

When the government announced its 2009 plan to 
modernise defence, Force 2030, it promised 12 new, highly 
capable submarines to replace the Collins Class. But in the 
budget this year, Julia Gillard and her Defence Minister, 
Stephen Smith, said that they were commissioning a fresh 
study, at a cost of $214 million, to further examine how these 
might be built. 

"We're having more reviews of the submarines announced 
in 2009,” says Dupont. “It begs the question - what's the 
government been doing for the last three years?” 

The Australian Strategic Policy Institute can answer that 
question. Since 2009, Gillard and Smith have announced 
defence cuts, deferrals and spending avoided totalling nearly 
$25 billion, according to ASPI. That's the equivalent of the 
entire defence budget for a year. ASPI, a government-funded 
think tank respected for its expertise and credibility, described 
the defence budget as an "unsustainable mess.” 

That might be a rational course if the risks to Australia 
were diminishing. They are not. The Asia-Pacific is in the 
midst of an arms build-up of historic proportions. 

This year, as Australia announced cuts of 10.5 per cent to 
military spending, China announced an increase of 11 per 
cent. 

China's defence outlays have doubled in the past five 
years and Indonesia's have trebled. For the first time since the 
Industrial Revolution, Asia is on the cusp of spending more on 
its militaries than Europe, the International Institute for 
Strategic Studies in London points out. 

Dormant territorial disputes in the South China Sea and 
the East China Sea are flaring. In the East China Sea, China is 
challenging Japan. In the South China Sea, Beijing is forcibly 
asserting its claims to territories also claimed by Malaysia, the 
Philippines, Brunei and Vietnam. 

"China has amassed considerable economic power over 
the last few years," says Ernest Bower, the south-east Asia 
expert at the Centre for Strategic and International Studies in 
Washington. "It believes it has the leverage now, and it's 
testing it." 

In other words, a rising power is seeing what it can get 
away with. 

The South China Sea is highly prospective in oil and gas. 
On some estimates, it rivals Saudi Arabia as the hydrocarbon 
centre of the world. 

China broadcasts a policy of peace, but opportunistically 
intimidates, threatens and coerces weaker countries. Its recent 
standoff with the Philippines over claims to the Scarborough 
Shoal is the latest illustration. The Philippines sent a naval 
vessel to confront Chinese fishing boats in contested waters in 
a standoff that continued until a hurricane intervened. 

It's an unequal contest. "When the Chinese do this, they 
generally have a surface combat group just over the horizon, 
the big stick," says Mike Green, the top Asia official in the 
Bush White House. "That's very aggressive." 

And the Philippine navy's biggest vessels are a pair of 
retired U.S. coast guard cutters. "They're so old that my 
grandfather served on one of them," says Green. "They can 
barely keep them on the ocean." 

It is a time of rising risk of war, even if only by accident. 
As the Obama White House's top Asia official, Danny Russell, 
told the Herald this week: "China and the Philippines found 
themselves in a difficult situation, facing pressure not to back 
down, and the zero-sum challenge of competing territorial 
claims threatened to escalate tension." 

This created "a scenario of grave concern to all countries 
in the region.” The effect was to "underscore the perennial risk 
in international affairs that one thing can lead to another.” 

But despite the mounting tension, Gillard and Smith 
calculated that they could get away with running down the 
Australian defence effort, no doubt, because the Australian 
public was uninterested and the Abbott opposition was inert. 

But the U.S. noticed. The Obama administration has 
raised its concerns with the Gillard government repeatedly, at 
multiple levels, in recent weeks. A senior official of the Bush 
administration, not constrained by the niceties of diplomacy, 
said publicly this week what the Obama officials feel 
constrained to say privately. “Australia's defence budget is 
inadequate,” said Richard Armitage, former deputy secretary 
of state. 

"It's about Australia's ability to work as an ally of the 
U.S.. I would say you've got to look at 2 per cent of GDP,” 
which implies an extra $6 billion in spending annually. 
Planned spending is $24 billion this year. "A large island 
nation like Australia, rich in resources, needs a robust military 
capability." 

And the Abbott opposition has noticed too. Gillard has 
given the opposition a tremendous opportunity to exploit. The 
Coalition has criticised the defence cuts, but sotto voce so far. 
The opposition is constrained by its own problems in working 
out a fiscal policy and is considering its options. 

But the U.S. itself is cutting defence spending. Under 
pressure of its burgeoning national debt, the U.S. has 
announced $500 billion in cuts over the next 10 years. 
Nonetheless, it will still spend a robust 3.5 per cent of GDP on 
defence this year. 

But the pressure on the U.S. defence budget may be only 
just beginning. When Congress last year was unable to agree 
on a long-term plan to cut the national debt, it set up a 
pressure point for itself in the future. 

That pressure point is known formally as budget 
sequestration, but informally it's called the "fiscal cliff.” As in, 
the U.S. will fall off the cliff unless Congress can strike a deal. 
And the future is the end of this year. You'll be hearing a lot 
about the fiscal cliff in the five months ahead as the 
Republicans and Democrats argue furiously about how to 
avoid it. 
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If they don't? The inbuilt mechanism already fixed in law 
prescribed mandatory cuts of $1.4 trillion to spending. Of this, 
$500 billion is to come from defence. 

It would be madness to allow this to happen. The 
chairman of the Federal Reserve has said that, if it were to fall 
off the cliff, the U.S. would probably be "knocked back into 
recession." Somewhere between a million and 2 million 
Americans would lose their jobs. And the defence implications 
would be serious. 

"It would mean a fundamental re-evaluation," says a 
Pentagon official with responsibility for Asia policy, Vikram 
Singh. "It would be extremely painful," he told the Herald this 
week. 

And what are the chances of this madness actually 
happening? A congressional official who is central to the 
process said: "The fiscal cliff? We're going to go right over it." 

Peter Hartcher is the Syndey Morning Herald politics 
editor. 
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55. Generation Vet 
As veteran demographics change, so must the services that help them 
(BOSTON GLOBE 23 JUL 12) ... Juliette Kayyem 

The proposed reductions in the Pentagon's budget have a 
lot of people worried that smaller will mean weaker. The 
defense and aerospace industry, which had another year of 
record profits in 2011, is spending a lot of effort trying to 
convince Congress that anticipated drawdowns are bad for 
national security and for the bottom line. Americans, it turns 
out, know better. A recent nonpartisan survey shows that the 
public supports cuts overwhelmingly; this is true across the 
board, regardless of whether a respondent was in a red or blue 
state or in a district with large defense spending. 

This shift in how we plan to fight needs to extend to how 
we plan to honor those who have already served. All the focus 
on the challenges facing returning veterans -- unemployment, 
suicide, post- traumatic stress disorder, health issues, and 
reintegration for a population that has deployed multiple times 
in the last decade -- is important, but those challenges are 
qualitative, not quantitative. There is another basic fact -- a 
statistical certainty -- that should change the way we 
administer to the needs of veterans. 

There just won't be as many of them. 
The Department of Veterans Affairs estimates there are 

about 22.9 million Americans who have served in wars as far 
back as World War II. The end of conscription and the natural 
deaths of Vietnam-era troops will send that number -- 
assuming we still have an all- volunteer military and 
projections on the size of the military hold - - plummeting to 
about 14 million by 2036, with large declines in subsequent 
years. 

The reduction is not meant to suggest that time alone will 
cure the deficiencies in services available to veterans -- 
deficiencies often related to the delayed and onerous claims 
process run by the federal government. What it does suggest is 
that a persistent mythology about veterans -- "there are so 
many of them” -- may mask a more difficult challenge: a 
smaller population with exceptionally complex problems. 

Veterans issues fall into three broad categories: benefits 
for service, health care, and burial needs. The administration 

of benefits requires greater investments in technology and 
personnel; burial planning is personal, yet routine. But in 
health care access, the question is whether a veteran needs to 
travel to veterans' facilites for routine care. Is a geographically 
dispersed and centralized system really necessary for a 
population reducing in size so dramatically? 

Just as a new world order required the military to 
consider, through community and stakeholder outreach, 
installation reductions in the Base Realignment and Closure 
Commission process, the same is true for veterans facilities. In 
Massachusetts, for example, there are five veterans' medical 
centers: Brockton, Bedford, Northampton, and two in the 
Boston area. There are six more throughout New England. 
Political and community interests often make their presence 
sacrosanct. 

But numbers matter. According to federal statistics, there 
are 323,000 Massachusetts veterans. It will be closer to 
190,000 in 2036. At that time, New England will have fewer 
than 500,000 veterans. 

"The younger, wired, and technological savvy veterans 
will be around a long time and are going to demand a system 
that works for them,” Coleman Nee, secretary of veterans' 
services in Massachusetts, said in a recent interview. "There 
are conditions that are unique to veterans and should be 
administered by a system oriented to their needs,” he said. 
"But there are health issues that happen to everyone.” 

It is these kinds of changes that are worth considering as 
the entire national security apparatus prepares for a major and 
necessary down-sizing. Discussing a more linear, smaller 
veterans network does not suggest minimizing the needs of 
veterans. It means taking the numbers seriously. 

This may eventually be a revolution led by the veterans 
themselves, who are at the mercy of a behemoth system built 
when every young man served. There may be fewer veterans 
in the future, but this is a population inclined to think that 
closing some facilities and easing health care access are far 
simpler than a counter-insurgency campaign in Afghanistan. 
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56. Punishing Suicide Attempts 
(NAVY TIMES 30 JUL 12) ... Editorial 

The military’s highest court will soon consider whether 
attempted suicide is a crime punishable by court-martial under 
the Uniform Code of Military Justice. 

That ruling was upheld last year by the Navy-Marine 
Corps Court of Criminal Appeals in the case of a Marine 
private who slit his wrists in his Okinawa barracks. 

At his initial court-martial in 2010, the Marine was 
convicted under Article 134 of the UCMJ, the catchall under 
which any offense can be deemed “prejudcial to good order 
and discipline.” In upholding the conviction, the Navy-Marine 
Corps appeals court stated, “If a convening authority feels it 
necessary to resort to court-martial to address this type of a 
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leadership challenge, he or she should be allowed to do so.” 
But prosecuting a service member who is in such mental 
anguish that he wants to end his life is not leadership; it’s an 
admission of failed leadership. 

What upside can there be to giving a suicidal service 
member jail time and a bad-conduct discharge? This absurd 

ruling runs counter to the challenges facing top military 
officials in reducing the stigma of mental health issues. 

The appeals court noted that prosecution of attempted 
suicide is not prohibited either by law or military regulation. 
Congress should rectify that omission at once. 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Assistant Secretary Of The Navy Brings 21st Century Sailor And Marine Initiative To Sigonella 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 22 MAR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Christopher Delano, Naval Air Station Sigonella 
Public Affairs 

NAS SIGONELLA, Sicily -- Assistant Secretary of the Navy for Manpower and Reserve Affairs, Juan M. Garcia, visited Sailors 
aboard Naval Air Station (NAS) Sigonella March 22. 

 
2. MCPON Testifies Before Congress On Hazing 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 22 MAR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Thomas L. Rosprim, Office of the Master Chief 
Petty Officer of the Navy 

WASHINGTON -- Master Chief Petty Officer of the Navy (MCPON)(SS/SW) Rick D. West testified before Congress March 22. 
 

3. West Retiring; Search On For New MCPON 
(NAVY TIMES 22 MAR 12) ... Mark D. Faram 

The Navy’s top enlisted sailor says he’ll retire this year, triggering a search for his successor under a new set of rules limiting who 
is eligible to apply. 

 

CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
4. Navy Tests Defense To Terrorist 'Attack' On Bay 
Annual exercise uses Kearny Mesa special effects firm for realistic gore 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 22 MAR 12) ... Jeanette Steele 

It was a quiet morning on San Diego Bay, with pelicans gliding low over the smooth water. 
 

5. Transport, Triage, And Treat Training With NHB Mass Casualty Exercise 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 22 MAR 12) ... Douglas H. Stutz, Naval Hospital Bremerton Public Affairs 

BREMERTON, Wash. -- Naval Hospital Bremerton held a mass casualty exercise March 21 to test after-hours response 
capabilities of limited staff on duty. 

 
6. Fort Story Personnel Train With Va. Beach Emergency Officials 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 23 MAR 12) 

Joint Expeditionary Base Little Creek-Fort Story will evaluate it's ability to respond to a Chemical Biological Radiological 
Nuclear and Explosive incident that develops into a hostage rescue scenario at Fort Story. Base officials will work with Virginia 
Beach Fire Department and SWAT teams in the training scenario. 

 
7. GTMO EOC, ITT Complete Solid Curtain Citadel Shield 2012 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 22 MAR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Justin Ailes Naval Station Guantanamo Bay, Cuba 
Public Affairs 

GUANTANAMO BAY, Cuba -- Installation Training Team (ITT) and Emergency Operations Center (EOC) personnel at Naval 
Station (NS) Guantanamo Bay tested base security measures during exercise Solid Curtain-Citadel Shield (SC-CS) 2012, March 20. 

 
8. RIVRON 1 Earns Green H Award For The First Time 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 22 MAR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist Seaman Heather M. Paape, Navy Expeditionary Combat 
Command Public Affairs 

VIRGINIA BEACH, Va. -- Riverine Squadron (RIVRON) 1's Medical Department was the first Riverine command to earn the 
Force Health and Wellness Unit Award, or Green "H," March 13 at Joint Expeditionary Base Little Creek-Fort Story. 
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GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
9. Russian Lawmaker: Assad Must Pull Out Troops First 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 23 MAR 12) ... Vladimir Isachenkov 

MOSCOW - Syrian President Bashar Assad must take the first step toward settling his country's yearlong conflict by pulling his 
forces out of cities and allowing humanitarian assistance, a senior Russian lawmaker said Thursday, in a statement that signaled a 
marked shift in Moscow's stance. 

 
10. Barak: Iran Must Be Given A Deadline In Nuclear Talks 
(JERUSALEM POST 23 MAR 12) ... Herb Keinon 

Defense Minister Ehud Barak acknowledged publicly on Thursday that Israel and the US have different clocks when looking at 
Iran, with Washington able – because of its greater military capabilities – to wait longer to strike the country than Israel. 

 
11. Japan Prepares Defences Against N. Korean Rocket 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 23 MAR 12) 

Japan's defence minister on Friday ordered missile defence systems to be prepared so the military could shoot down a North 
Korean long-range rocket if it threatened the country. 

 
12. Vietnam, China In New Spat Over Fishermen Detentions 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 22 MAR 12) 

China said Thursday the detention of two Vietnamese fishing boats and 21 crew near the disputed Paracel Islands was lawful, 
after Hanoi demanded their "immediate and unconditional" release. 

 
13. Indonesia Calls For More Joint Military Drills 
(JAKARTA GLOBE 22 MAR 12) 

With Asian countries all racing to beef up their military might, it would be good to conduct more joint exercises to minimise the 
risk of actual conflicts, Indonesian President Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono said at a defense summit in Jakarta on Wednesday. 

 
14. Russia Exasperated With U.S. Over Missile Defense 
A top Russian defense official today signaled growing frustration with the U.S., which has refused to provide 
legal guarantees that a planned missile-defense shield is not directed at Moscow. 
(CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR 23 MAR 12) ... Fred Weir 

MOSCOW--A top Russian defense official warned Thursday that NATO's plans to install an anti-missile shield in Europe are a 
"litmus test" for future relations between Moscow and the West. 

 
15. Piracy Fighters Use Floating Armories 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 22 MAR 12) ... Katharine Houreld 

NAIROBI, Kenya — Private security firms are storing their guns aboard floating armories in international waters so ships that 
want armed anti-piracy guards for East Africa's pirate-infested waters can cut costs and circumvent laws limiting the import and 
export of weapons, industry officials say. 

 
16. EU Set To Back Strikes On Somali Pirate Lairs 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 22 MAR 12) 

The European Union will likely approve plans Friday to strike Somali pirate equipment on beaches, widening the scope of its 
naval operations four years into a mission to protect shipping. 

 
17. Spain Is Fully Committed To Operation Atalanta 
Spanish Rear Admiral Reasserts Spain's Full Commitment to EU Anti-Piracy Mission 
(EL MUNDO (SPAIN) 22 MAR 12) ... Natxo Marcet Sr. 

Early in the morning of January 12, 2012, the Spanish combat replenishment ship Patino was cleaving the waters of the Indian 
Ocean. On the deck of the Patino, the changing of the guard was taking place. That is why four Marines were carrying their standard-
issue weapons. The sea was rough and, all of a sudden, a small pirate skiff emerged out of nowhere. The Somali pirates in the skiff 
opened fire with their AK-47s and rocket-propelled grenades against the Spanish warship. 

 
18. EU Defense Ministers Endorse Pooling Of Resources 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 22 MAR 12) ... Slobodan Lekic 

BRUSSELS — European Union defense ministers endorsed on Thursday projects to develop joint air-to-air refueling capacities 
and field hospitals as part of a wider effort to share military resources in response to falling defense budgets. 
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19. Scorpene Submarine Sea Trials In 2013 
(ECONOMIC TIMES (INDIA) 22 MAR 12) 

NEW DELHI - The first of the six Scorpene submarines ordered by the Indian Navy will be launched for sea trials in 2013, a top 
official of the firm constructing the submarines has said. 

 

PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
20. Navy Surgeon General Testifies Before Congress 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 22 MAR 12) ... Joshua L. Wick, U.S. Navy Bureau of Medicine and Surgery Public Affairs 

WASHINGTON -- The U.S. Navy Surgeon General told members of Congress March 21, that Navy Medicine collectively 
remains strong and continues to meet their operational and wartime commitments. 

 
21. TRICARE Hikes Not 'Keeping The Faith' 
(MILITARY UPDATE 22 MAR 12) ... Tom Philpott 

A House subcommittee expected to vote soon on whether to recommend raising retiree TRICARE fees sharply over the next five 
years heard some compelling testimony against the move Wednesday. 

 
22. Navy Surgeon General Calls For Future Medical Capabilities Assessment 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 22 MAR 12) ... U.S. Navy Bureau of Medicine and Surgery Public Affairs 

RESTON, Va. -- Navy Medicine held a conference March 19-21, 2012, in support of its Expeditionary Health Service Support 
(EHSS) Capability Based Assessment (CBA) bringing together nearly 100 medical and operational specialists across the Navy and 
Marine Corps to discuss how best to plan for future operations. 

 
23. CSADD Promotes Motorcycle Safety Awareness 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 22 MAR 12) ... Electronics Technician 3rd Class Russell Tracy, Training Support Center Great Lakes Public 
Affairs 

GREAT LAKES, Ill -- Coalition of Sailors Against Destructive Decisions (CSADD), Great Lakes Chapter released motorcycle 
safety Awareness video March 21. 

 

FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
24. Navy: The Cruisers Must Go, That Others May Stay 
(DOD BUZZ 22 MAR 12) ... Philip Ewing 

The Navy’s proposal to decommission seven Aegis cruisers was “an extremely difficult choice for us to make,” but it must be 
done to protect what the Navy calls the “wholeness” of the rest of its fleet, top commanders told Congress Thursday. 

 
25. LCS Likely To Keep Dual Combat Systems For Current Build 
(DEFENSE DAILY 23 MAR 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

Any decision to employ a single combat system on both variants of the Littoral Combat Ship (LCS) most likely won't apply to the 
current production plans for the first 24 vessels, Rear Adm. James Murdoch, the LCS program executive officer, said this week. 

 
26. Navy’s Tiniest Warships Could Lead Assault On Iran 
(WIRED 22 MAR 12) ... David Axe 

If the U.S. Navy goes to war against Iran, its tiniest ships could play the biggest role. Diminutive minesweepers and coastal patrol 
boats are being upgraded, rearmed and pushed to the maritime front line in the Persian Gulf. Which is kind of ironic: the bigger-is-
better Navy has been trying to get rid of the warships for years. 

 
27. Navy Readies For Training With First P-8A 
(AVIATION WEEK 22 MAR 12) ... Guy Norris 

LOS ANGELES -- In the troubled world of defense acquisition, the U.S. Navy’s Boeing P-8A Poseidon maritime patrol aircraft 
shines as a rare example of a program that appears to be broadly staying on both schedule and cost. 

 
28. Navy Lab Researches Cutting-Edge Technologies In Ocean, Rain Forest — Without Leaving The 
Office 
(FEDERAL NEWS RADIO 22 MAR 12) ... Jack Moore 

The Navy opened the doors last week on a new laboratory tasked with cutting-edge research on robotics and unmanned systems. 
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29. Ground Robots Storm San Diego 
New surveillance "Throwbot" for Marines exhibited at conference 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 22 MAR 12) ... Gretel C. Kovach 

Marines stacked against a doorway in combat will soon have a powerful pint-sized new tool to help them see what’s on the other 
side. With a toss of a 1.2-pound robot shaped like a dumbbell and a few flicks of the remote control steering device, the Recon Scout 
XT can look around the room and transmit images to the fire team waiting outside. 

 

BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
30. NAVSUP FLC Pearl Harbor Earns Top SECNAV Environmental Award 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 22 MAR 12) ... James Murray, NAVSUP Fleet Logistics Center Pearl Harbor 

PEARL HARBOR, Hawaii -- NAVSUP Fleet Logistics Center (FLC) Pearl Harbor won the Secretary of the Navy Environmental 
Award for Environmental Quality March 20. 

 
31. Navy Historic Preservation 
(KHON FOX HONOLULU 22 MAR 12) 

WakeUp 2Day interviewed Ellyn Goldkind, of the Historic Preservation Team at Joint Base Pearl Harbor Hickam. 
 

32. U.S. To Expand Marine Bases In W. Pacific 
(YOMIURI SHIMBUN (JAPAN) 22 MAR 12) 

The United States plans to spread bases of its Marine Air-Ground Task Force (MAGTF) to a total of three locations in the western 
Pacific as part of the review of the realignment of U.S. forces in Japan. 

 
33. Release Of Buildup Funds Awaits Completion Of Talks, Reports 
(GUAM PACIFIC DAILY NEWS 23 MAR 12) ... Brett Kelman 

A Navy official yesterday said the Department of Defense will provide reports needed to unlock buildup funding when ongoing 
planning discussions with Japan are complete. 

 

NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
34. Bill Altering DoD Sequestration Cuts Heads To House Floor 
(DEFENSE DAILY 23 MAR 12) ... Emelie Rutherford 

House Speaker John Boehner (R-Ohio) predicted yesterday the House will pass a budget blueprint that would shield the Pentagon 
from so-called sequestration spending cuts over the next decade. 

 
35. Military's Unfunded-Priorities Lists Could Disappear Amid Fiscal Crunch 
(INSIDE DEFENSE 21 MAR 12) ... Christopher J. Castelli 

The armed services are having second thoughts about the annual ritual of listing for lawmakers key projects not included in the 
president's budget request, a practice that last year produced a tally exceeding $1 billion. 

 
36. Marines Update Hazing Policy 
(STARS AND STRIPES 23 MAR 12) ... Matthew M. Burke 

SASEBO NAVAL BASE, Japan — In an effort to stamp out the “cancer” that is hazing, the Marine Corps has updated its hazing 
policy to include more officer accountability as well as information and instruction for those affected, Marine officials said this week. 

 
37. Reports Send Mixed Message On Veterans Employment 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 22 MAR 12) ... Kevin Freking 

WASHINGTON — The unemployment rate for military veterans of Iraq and Afghanistan has dipped recently after months of 
riding higher than the national average, but some analysts caution it's too early to tell if the progress is real or a blip. 

 
38. Insanity Defenses Rarely Succeed In U.S. Military Courts 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 22 MAR 12) ... David Lerman and Seth Stern 

The lawyer representing the soldier suspected of killing 16 Afghan civilians is inviting a protracted fight in the U.S. military court 
system if he mounts a mental-illness defense. 

 
39. New Device Invisible To Magnetic Fields: Study 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 22 MAR 12) 

WASHINGTON — European researchers said Thursday they have created a device invisible to a static magnetic field that could 
have practical military and medical applications. 
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OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
40. An Unworkable Plan For Syria 
Why the U.N.-backed Annan initiative can't succeed 
(WASHINGTON POST 23 MAR 12) 

After the U.N. Security Council endorsed a six-point diplomatic plan for Syria by former secretary general Kofi Annan on 
Wednesday, U.S. ambassador Susan Rice sounded almost jubilant. “Annan’s proposal,” she said, “is the best way to put an end to the 
violence, facilitate much-needed humanitarian assistance and advance a Syrian-led political transition.” We can only hope that the 
envoy does not take her own words too seriously. 

 
41. All Quiet in the South China Sea: Why China is Playing Nice (For Now) 
(FOREIGN AFFAIRS 22 MAR 12) ... M. Taylor Fravel 

In recent years, China became increasingly ready to assert and defend its territorial and maritime claims in the South China Sea, 
where six other nations have competing claims. 

 
42. Shopping Spree 
Countries are buying lots of weapons, but does it count as an arms race? 
(THE ECONOMIST 23 MAR 12) ... Editorial 

The tiny island-state of Singapore, home to just over 5m people, has a well-deserved reputation as a quiet, clean-cut hub for 
banking, lawyering and golf. Yet beyond the fairways it bristles with weapons. 

 
43. Japan-U.S. Deterrent Power Should Be Maintained, Enhanced 
It’s Important For U.S., Japan To Strengthen Deterrence 
(YOMIURI SHIMBUN 22 MAR 12) ... Editorial 

Japan-U.S. talks over the relocation of U.S. Marine Corps personnel in Okinawa Prefecture should not fall into mere number-
juggling. It is important to discuss how Japan and the United States can enhance their deterrence in the medium and long terms. 

 
44. Honoring A Marine Hero 
(WASHINGTON TIMES 22 MAR 12) ... Editorial 

U.S. Marine CorpsSgt. Rafael Peralta was a hero who was denied full recognition for his acts of valor. This injustice should be 
reversed. 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Assistant Secretary Of The Navy Brings 21st Century Sailor And Marine Initiative To Sigonella 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 22 MAR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Christopher Delano, Naval Air Station Sigonella 
Public Affairs 

NAS SIGONELLA, Sicily -- Assistant Secretary of the 
Navy for Manpower and Reserve Affairs, Juan M. Garcia, 
visited Sailors aboard Naval Air Station (NAS) Sigonella 
March 22. 

The visit enabled Sailors and Marines the opportunity to 
learn more about the Secretary of the Navy's 21st Century 
Sailor and Marine initiative, which is designed to maximize 
Sailor and Marine personal readiness, maintain the resiliency 
of the force, and to hone the most combat effective force in the 
history of the Department of the Navy. 

"The way this works is there are five key focus areas; 
readiness, safety, physical fitness, inclusion and continuum of 
service," said Garcia. "A decision was made by your 
leadership, knowing what the future holds in the terms of 
operational tempo and knowing the sacrifices you and your 
families have sustained for the last decade, to gather all those 
existing personnel support programs and a handful of new 
ones and bring them together under a single overarching 
rubrik we call the 21st Century Sailor and Marine." 

The 21st Century Sailor and Marine initiative takes a hard 
look at issues such as preventing sexual assaults and how to 
keep them from occurring, and if they occur, how to support 
sexual assault victims, and hold offenders accountable. 

"There is no room for sexual assault in our Navy and 
Marine Corps team, a shipmate is a shipmate and a marine is a 
marine, we need everyone intervening to prevent a single 
incident from happening again. That's why we hired 
professional investigators who specialize in sexual assault to 
ensure that if appropriate, we prosecute to the maximum 
extent of the law." 

During the visit, NAS Sigonella Sexual Assault 
Prevention and Response Coordinator, Angela Dooney 
discussed programs offered at the Fleet and Family Service 
Center in Sigonella that already supports the 21st Century 
Sailor and Marine initiative. 

One program, Sigonella Safe, targets the active duty 
population 25 and younger and addresses high risk behaviors 
such as alcohol over indulgence, suicide, and sexual assault. 
Speakers are subject matter experts and speak about risk 
reduction and bystander intervention. 

"We are doing great things here," said Dooney. "I'm 
proud of what we are doing and am grateful that I had the 
opportunity to talk with him about our statistics, trends that 
we've identified, and programs that have been put into place in 
support of those trends. It just shows how proactive Sigonella 
is in preventing sexual assault." 

"We wanted to come and highlight the all-forces effort 
that's part of the 21st century Sailor and Marine and ensuring 
maximum readiness and part of that readiness is assuring that 
one sexual assault is too many," said Garcia. "Every Sailor is 
tasked with taking care of their fellow Sailor and every Marine 
is tasked with taking care of their fellow Marine and the folks 
in Sigonella are leading in that effort." 

Whether supporting NATO operations in Libya, aiding in 
natural disasters or chasing pirates off the horn of Africa, the 
21st Century Sailor and Marine initiative is designed to give 

every Sailor and Marine, and their families, the tools they 
need to succeed. 

Navy Leader Visits Bahrain, Discusses 21st Sailor And 
Marine Initiative 

(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 22 MAR 12) Mass 
Communication Specialist 2nd Class Tracey L. Whitley, 
Commander, U.S. Naval Forces Central Command/5th Fleet 
Public Affairs 

NAVAL SUPPORT ACTIVITY, Bahrain -- Assistant 
Secretary of the Navy for Manpower and Reserve Affairs, 
Juan M. Garcia III, highlighted the importance of the 21st 
Century Sailor and Marine initiative while visiting service 
members stationed at Naval Support Activity (NSA), Bahrain, 
March 21. 

Bahrain was the third stop in the 5th Fleet area of 
responsibility for Garcia. 

Garcia began the day by joining Sailors for an early 
morning physical training (PT) session and said that 
maintaining a healthy lifestyle year round is the focus of 
today's force. 

"We want to move away from a culture of testing, where 
Sailors cram for their PRT twice a year, to a culture of fitness, 
where Sailors are fit to fight 365 days a year." 

Chief Yeoman Antonio Franklin, U.S. Naval Forces 
Central Command's personnel officer, said that working out 
with Garcia was an unexpected treat. 

"With the high operational tempo here in Bahrain, it's 
inspiring to get the opportunity to meet and PT with someone 
of his stature. It shows motivational leadership at the highest 
level," said Franklin. 

Additionally, Garcia held an all-hands call where he 
discussed the future of Navy personnel programs and 
answered questions about the new initiative, and Sailors' 
career concerns. Popular topics included: enlisted retention 
boards, manning, tuition assistance, physical fitness, 
healthcare, retirement benefits and the perform-to-serve 
program. 

During a time of increasing change to the Navy's budget, 
national defense strategy and personnel policies, Garcia 
wanted to let the audience know the reason for the visit. 

"I want to dispel any misinformation that you may have 
heard and give you the ground truth about the future of our 
Navy," said Garcia. "I'm also here to fill in some details about 
a program that rolled out 10 days ago known as the 21st 
Century Sailor and Marine Initiative; but more than anything, 
I want to thank you and your families for the wonderful job 
you're doing out here each and every day." 

Garcia clarified that the initiative combines a set of new 
and existing objectives and policies, in an effort to maximize 
Sailor and Marine readiness. It is divided into five different 
categories; readiness, safety, physical fitness, inclusion, and 
continuum of service. The initiative seeks to ensure all Sailors 
and Marines are mentally and physically sound, while 
providing the awareness, skills and support needed to excel 
long after they've hung up their uniform. 
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Garcia emphasized that there has never been a more 
exciting time to serve in the world's greatest Navy. 

"It has never been harder to become a U.S. Sailor or 
Marine, and it has never been tougher to stay a U.S. Sailor or 
Marine," said Garcia. "We are getting Sailors who are 
technically savvy, with higher ASVAB scores and traditional 
education backgrounds. The Navy has the most qualified force 
it has ever had. Right now we have the best of the best serving 
in uniform." 

The 21st Century Sailor and Marine Initiative 
consolidates a set of objectives and policies, new and existing, 
to maximize Sailor and Marine personal readiness, build 
resiliency and hone the most combat-effective force in the 
history of the Department of the Navy. 

To learn more about 21st Century Sailor and Marine, see 
"Secretary of the Navy Announces 21st Century Sailor and 
Marine Initiative" at 
www.navy.mil/search/display.asp?story_id=65698. 

Return to Index 
 

2. MCPON Testifies Before Congress On Hazing 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 22 MAR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Thomas L. Rosprim, Office of the Master Chief 
Petty Officer of the Navy 

WASHINGTON -- Master Chief Petty Officer of the 
Navy (MCPON)(SS/SW) Rick D. West testified before 
Congress March 22. 

MCPON appeared before the House Armed Services 
Subcommittee on Military Personnel on Hazing in the Military 
along with top enlisted leaders from the Marines, Army, Air 
Force, and Coast Guard to discuss hazing prevention in the 
Navy and respective military branches. 

"People are absolutely our most precious asset," said 
West. "Their individual success and Navy's collective mission 
accomplishment lie in our ability to provide an environment 
that promotes inclusiveness and a validated sense of value to 
the team." 

Hazing is not tolerated in the Navy due to its 
demoralizing and destructive nature to an individual's self-
esteem and detrimental impact on unit cohesion. 

"The secretary of the Navy's instruction on hazing is the 
cornerstone of our approach to education, prevention, 
enforcement and accountability," said West. "Training on 
hazing, equal opportunity, and core values begins with recruits 

at boot camp and is reinforced regularly in a variety of forums 
throughout a Sailor's service." 

Since 2009, 46 hazing incidents have been reported with 
20 of these resulting in punitive, administrative or disciplinary 
action. 

"Navy policy requires Commanders to formally report 
every suspected incident of hazing to the chain of command as 
soon as possible," said West. "Every Sailor has the 
responsibility to make the appropriate authorities aware of 
hazing. Those who commit violations of the policy and those 
in leadership positions who may tolerate such acts are held 
accountable." 

MCPON pointed to the deck plate leaders aboard the 
ships and on the ground throughout the Navy as the pinnacle 
of success or failure of the Navy's hazing prevention policies 
and corrective measures. 

"We understand people are truly the singular measure of 
your Navy's success," added West. "We appreciate your 
passionate interest in protecting their welfare and stand 
committed to meeting your expectations." 

 
Return to Index 
 

3. West Retiring; Search On For New MCPON 
(NAVY TIMES 22 MAR 12) ... Mark D. Faram 

The Navy’s top enlisted sailor says he’ll retire this year, 
triggering a search for his successor under a new set of rules 
limiting who is eligible to apply. 

Master Chief Petty Officer of the Navy (SS/SW) Rick 
West notified Chief of Naval Operations Adm. Jon Greenert 
last fall of his intention to retire in 2012. The formal 
announcement was deferred until Thursday, when Greenert 
sent out an email announcing the search for a new MCPON 
had begun. 

West said he hopes a successor can be named by June and 
be in place to begin turnover in late August. West expects to 
hold his change of office ceremony Sept. 28 and formally 
retire by the end of the calendar year. The advance notice, he 
said, will give Navy leaders time to conduct a thorough search 
for the new MCPON and allow for a longer transition. 

New rules limit eligible candidates to the approximately 
30 command master chiefs who are now serving three- and 
four-star admirals — or in some cases generals, if they’re in a 
joint billet. 

This ensures that the next MCPON will come to the job 
with experience serving in high-visibility positions, West said. 

However, not all will be eligible to apply, as rules now 
require being in that job for at least 18 months. Previously, 
any CMC could apply. 

The selection process comes on the heels of last year’s 
rule changes allowing some CMCs to stay beyond 30 years 
when selected to one of these senior positions. Anyone chosen 
as MCPON may now stay on active duty up to 38 years. 

The increased time limits, West said, will allow CMCs to 
grow gradually into more senior positions instead of feeling 
pressured to take on more senior positions before they’re 
ready. 

West told Navy Times that although the search for his 
replacement has begun, he’s not done. 

“I’m not slowing down a bit, West said. “In fact, I plan to 
hand the baton off to my successor in full stride — there will 
be no tapering off. I’ve still got a lot I intend to accomplish.” 

West, a native of Rising Fawn, Ga., will retire with 
slightly more than 31 years of service. He joined the Navy in 
1981, attending boot camp in Orlando, Fla. 

West served first in the submarine force as a 
quartermaster, rising to chief of the boat aboard the San 
Diego-based attack submarine Portsmouth. He then served as 
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a command master chief of Submarine Squadron 11 before 
serving as force master chief for Submarine Force Pacific. 

In an unusual move, West took another CMC billet, this 
time onboard the destroyer Preble, where he also qualified as 
an enlisted surface warfare specialist. 

From there he served as Pacific Fleet master chief before 
being selected for the top sailor post at Fleet Forces 
Command. He was there when he was selected as the 12th 
MCPON on Dec. 5, 2008, just a month after his predecessor, 
MCPON (SW/FMF) Joe R. Campa, announced his retirement. 

West became MCPON on Dec. 12, 2008. 
Return to Index 
 
 

CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
4. Navy Tests Defense To Terrorist 'Attack' On Bay 
Annual exercise uses Kearny Mesa special effects firm for realistic gore 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 22 MAR 12) ... Jeanette Steele 

It was a quiet morning on San Diego Bay, with pelicans 
gliding low over the smooth water. 

A small motorboat idled off of North Island Naval Air 
Station just before 9 a.m. The six burly figures inside might 
have been fishermen on a day trip. 

But they weren’t. Suddenly, the motorboat charged a 
Navy security vessel escorting the cruiser Princeton out of the 
bay. The “fishermen” opened fire, wielding AK-47 rifles, and 
the Navy shot back from mounted machine guns. 

It would have been a hold-the-presses news story, if the 
blood wasn’t fake, the bullets blanks and the “bad guys” actors 
from a Hollywood-style special effects outfit. 

The theatrics were part of the Navy’s weeklong Solid 
Curtain/Citadel Shield exercise that is testing security 
measures at San Diego bases, and around the nation. 

This annual exercise has been held since 2007 as a way to 
keep military police on their toes. 

“What you’ll see today is something that could happen 
here in San Diego or any other place where naval forces are 
based,” said Coronado Naval Base commanding officer Capt. 
Yancy Lindsey, speaking to the media before the Princeton 
attack. 

“If we don’t practice those things, then we’re not 
necessarily assured that we would respond in the right way 
and the right manner,” he said. “It’s important that we stay up 
to speed on the tactics.” 

At times, the drills have meant long lines at San Diego 
base gates because of increased security, which will continue 
Friday. 

In one scenario tested, Navy police had to catch a driver 
trying to sneak a bomb onto base. Another scenario involved 
suspicious people lurking outside the gates to count the traffic 
flow. 

The exercises conclude Saturday. They incorporate not 
only base police but also medical personnel. 

In the Princeton scenario, the bad guys – supposed to be 
homegrown terrorists, modeled after the 2009 Fort Hood 
shooter -- made it to shore before their boat exploded. 

Two actors from Strategic Operations, a Kearny Mesa 
military special effects firm, lay on the ground, wounded and 
covered in gory blood, until base ambulances arrived to give 
first aid. 

For this exercise, it’s the first time that the Navy has used 
Hollywood-style effects provided by San Diego movie 
producer Stu Segall. The estimated cost for the weeklong 
regional training is less than $50,000, with the Strategic Ops 
contract accounting for $8,700 of that, a naval spokesman 
said. 

Navy police also got a chance to take down the three 
remaining “terrorists,” who holed up in two North Island 
buildings. 

Half a dozen Navy cops carefully entered the area – the 
base’s recycling compound -- toting fake red guns. Shots were 
heard from inside the buildings, and the “bad guy” victims 
moaned loudly. 

The tension in the air seemed realistic. The only apparent 
glitch in the scenario was the long wait – maybe as much as 10 
minutes – before Navy police arrived on scene. 

Officials said the slow response time is something they 
will learn from. 

But Brian Howe, a Marine veteran who is training 
coordinator for Strategic Operations, gave the Navy good 
marks for their defensive play. 

“Realistically, would it be hard to do what we just did? 
No. You see (ships) moving through, all you have to do is rush 
up with guns,” he said. 

But it would have been a suicide mission -- given the size 
of the Navy’s weapons, including the big M240 belt-fed 
machine gun on the security boat. 

“As soon we raised our weapons, they would have ripped 
us apart,” he said. “We might have gotten one or two shots at 
them.” 

Broadcast Clip - Navy Drill Tests Coronado Base's 
Security 

(KGTV ABC SAN DIEGO 22 MAR 12) Bob Lawrence 
CORONADO, Calif. -- Speedboats full of armed men, 

explosions on the beach and gunfire on the base were all part 
of a security training exercise at Naval Base Coronado. 

"We do these scenarios every year, and every year we 
change it to test different aspects of our security forces," Capt. 
Yancy Lindsey, Commanding Officer of Naval Base 
Coronado, said. 

The drill, formally titled Exercise Solid Curtain/Citadel 
Shield, started with a simulated attack on the guided missile 
cruiser USS Princeton by a small speedboat -- similar to an 
attack on the USS Cole in October 2000. 

However, this exercise had one big exception: Since the 
attack on the USS Cole, security boats have been escorting 
ships in and out of port. 

"We wouldn't have caused any harm," Brian Howe, who 
supervised the role players in the small speedboat, said. "The 
security boat was on top of us right away as I expected it to be 
and they have fairly large guns." 

After the first part of the simulation, the role players came 
ashore into the base recycling center. Using blanks for 
ammunition, they traded gunfire with security forces who 
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were ultimately tasked with searching and neutralizing the 
threat. 

"Did we safeguard what we needed to safeguard, did we 
take care of the threat with the right tactics and procedures?" 
Lindsey said. "That's what we're looking for." 

Several San Diego naval installations were impacted with 
the drill, which was also conducted at other naval installations 
throughout the United States. 

View Clip (RT: 1:53) 

Return to Index 
 

5. Transport, Triage, And Treat Training With NHB Mass Casualty Exercise 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 22 MAR 12) ... Douglas H. Stutz, Naval Hospital Bremerton Public Affairs 

BREMERTON, Wash. -- Naval Hospital Bremerton held 
a mass casualty exercise March 21 to test after-hours response 
capabilities of limited staff on duty. 

The exercise, held in conjunction with force protection 
exercise Solid Curtain/Citadel Shield 2012, and in cooperation 
with Naval Base Kitsap and Command Navy Region 
Northwest Fire/Emergency Medical Services, focused on how 
those on duty could handle a scenario involving multiple 
casualties in need of immediate medical assistance. 

"We plan and practice several mass casualty drills a year 
and for this one, we wanted to see how our weekend and after 
hours staff would respond if they were suddenly surged due to 
an influx of multiple injured patients. In such a scenario, 
they're going to be the only ones for about the first hour. They 
need to know how to deal with all that's needed during that 
time," said Terry Lerma, NHB emergency preparedness 
coordinator. 

The exercise scenario involved a vehicle accident on 
Naval Base Kitsap Bremerton. A passenger van swerved to 
avoid a pedestrian, tipped over and rolled, causing 12 people 
to sustain various injuries. NBK Bremerton Federal Fire 
Department initially responded with NHB helping to handle 
the surge of multiple patients needing medical treatment. 

"As always, when an actual emergency happens, it won't 
be at our convenience. It will be when we least expect it and 
we have to ready. Planning and training to prepare for that 
actual emergency will give us the experience needed to be 
able to handle whatever needs to be done," said Lerma. 

On any given weekend and after normal working hours, 
there are duty personnel in such areas as Operating Room, 
Emergency Department, Nursing Services, and Clinical 
Support Services. The objectives of the exercise were to 
primarily stress the capabilities of the emergency department 
and main operating room with the patient surge, and assess the 
ability of the after-hour staff to respond, triage, treat and/or 
transport injured patients to appropriate treatment areas. The 
exercise also tested the collective communication capability of 
the staff on duty. 

"The communication during the exercise was good. Our 
emergency department did really well. The turnover and 
interface with the fire department delivering the incoming 
casualties was very good, as was the triaging and transferring 
of some of the injured to the operating room and multi-service 
ward," said Lerma. 

According to Lerma, one of the top three after action 
report items after any emergency exercise is always about 

internal communications. This mass casualty exercise gave the 
command the opportunity to activate the alternate hospital 
command center (HCC) and iron out information-sharing and 
various means of informing staff, patients and beneficiaries. 

"We primarily used landlines, but also had our command 
radios on hand for the exercise. Our command duty officer 
relayed inputs and updates to the HCC which was very 
timely," Lerma said. 

"This exercise was valuable. It allowed us to talk things 
through, especially regarding communication," said Russ 
Kent, NHB Facilities Management Department head and HCC 
operations section chief. 

Of prime importance to the HCC during any emergency is 
ensuring that the timely and accurate word gets out to staff on 
reporting to assigned places of duty. During an after-hours 
emergency event, the duty section has the immediate 
responsibility as other staff members are notified to augment 
the caring for casualties. 

"We do have several ways to quickly recall additional 
clinical support and every emergency exercise can pose a 
different scenario. If we're dealing with an earthquake, that 
could impact our network connectivity and we might have to 
use other means. If we're handling a number of casualties from 
a automobile accident, then we can use our internal pager 
system. We will use the best methods available to get the word 
out to staff if they need to immediately report to the hospital. 
Social media also gives us several options that we will 
utilize," said Capt. Mark Turner, NHB executive officer and 
HCC incident commander. 

"I would say this training is very valuable especially for 
the emergency medical technicians and firefighters. They were 
the ones who went through and practiced their training. I 
learned the importance of triaging. We don't normally see 
these kinds of cases on a day to day basis so being able to do it 
in a drill makes you more aware. The hospital staff was very 
professional. They treated me like I was an actual patient and I 
was impressed," said Hospital Corpsman Andrew Colbeck, of 
Branch Health Clinic Puget Sound Naval Shipyard. 

"There are always three priorities in any emergency," said 
Lerma. "There is life safety where we take care of the sick and 
injured; incident stabilization that in a mass casualty scenario 
we treat every patient; and property conservation/business 
continuity where we still provide services to care for other 
patients when dealing with mass casualty casualties. We did 
all of those today." 
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6. Fort Story Personnel Train With Va. Beach Emergency Officials 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 23 MAR 12) 

Joint Expeditionary Base Little Creek-Fort Story will 
evaluate it's ability to respond to a Chemical Biological 

Radiological Nuclear and Explosive incident that develops 
into a hostage rescue scenario at Fort Story. Base officials will 
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work with Virginia Beach Fire Department and SWAT teams 
in the training scenario. 

View Clip (RT: 1:33) 
Photo Gallery – Va. Beach Emergency Personnel Hold 

Exercise 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 23 MAR 12) Hyunsoo 

Leo Kim 
In the shadow of the Old Cape Henry Lighthouse, Navy 

firefighters and emergency services personnel, Virginia Beach 

SWAT Team members and others train Thursday on how to 
respond to various terrorism threats. The training at Joint 
Expeditionary Base Fort Story was aimed at preparing for 
potential chemical, biological and nuclear threats, among 
others, and involved a hostage rescue scenario. It’s all part of a 
Navy-wide exercise called Solid Curtain-Citadel Shield, which 
concludes Saturday. 

View Gallery 
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7. GTMO EOC, ITT Complete Solid Curtain Citadel Shield 2012 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 22 MAR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Justin Ailes Naval Station Guantanamo Bay, Cuba 
Public Affairs 

GUANTANAMO BAY, Cuba -- Installation Training 
Team (ITT) and Emergency Operations Center (EOC) 
personnel at Naval Station (NS) Guantanamo Bay tested base 
security measures during exercise Solid Curtain-Citadel Shield 
(SC-CS) 2012, March 20. 

SC-CS is an annual weeklong exercise held in 
coordination with U.S. Fleet Forces Command (USFF) and 
Commander Navy Installations Command (CNIC) to maintain 
a high level of force protection readiness for Navy 
installations. NS Guantanamo Bay participated in the exercise 
for one day. 

"From a command and control standpoint, we tested our 
ability to identify, contain, and eliminate threats to the 
installation," said NS Guantanamo Bay Installation Training 
Officer Kevin Robarge. "This requires clear and timely 
communications not only by the NS Security department, but 
also with Joint Task Force (JTF), Maritime Security 
Detachment, and Marine Corp Security Forces (MCSFCO). 
Forces were able to not only meet the primary threat, but 
identify possible secondary and tertiary threats across the 
installation." 

A primary objective of SC-CS is to test the Navy's ability 
to rapidly establish heightened installation security and 
emergency management postures. 

"The exercise included multiple threats; a suspicious 
package (IED), swimmers intrusion, and a small craft 

attempting to penetrate the bay with multiple requests for Fire 
and Emergency services," said Robarge. "Each exercise takes 
a lot of time, effort, and support. The scenarios must be 
balanced with other priorities and everyday requirements. For 
many of the personnel involved, this means adding additional 
hours to their work days, but with a fast paced turn-over rate 
and ever changing challenges, these actions allow the 
installation to better protect the residents." 

According to Robarge, NS Guantanamo Bay's ITT and 
EOC's goal was to test current capabilities, identify shortfalls, 
evaluate those items, and and come up with the best possible 
solutions for proper preparation in the event of a "real-world" 
casualty. 

"Overall, the exercise was a huge success, giving us great 
data and information that we will use to improve the 
installations overall readiness," said Robarge. "This is a cyclic 
process that is ongoing and without doing it, we may not be 
able to know the difference between what we believe we can 
do and what we can actually accomplish." 

Training is an important element of the readiness area of 
the 21st Century Sailor and Marine initiative which 
consolidates a set of objectives and policies, new and existing, 
to maximize Sailor and Marine personal readiness, build 
resiliency and hone the most combat-effective force in the 
history of the Department. 
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8. RIVRON 1 Earns Green H Award For The First Time 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 22 MAR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist Seaman Heather M. Paape, Navy Expeditionary Combat 
Command Public Affairs 

VIRGINIA BEACH, Va. -- Riverine Squadron 
(RIVRON) 1's Medical Department was the first Riverine 
command to earn the Force Health and Wellness Unit Award, 
or Green "H," March 13 at Joint Expeditionary Base Little 
Creek-Fort Story. 

The Green "H" is an annual award earned by commands 
who demonstrate medical readiness, physical readiness and 
commitment to health, fitness and mental well-being of its 
Sailors throughout the year. Commands display their 
commitment by participating in activities such as, smoking 
cessation courses, tactical combat causality care, drug and 
alcohol programs, suicide awareness classes, fitness sessions 
and education on healthy living. 

Participating commands from NECC were judged upon 
their medical readiness standards from Jan. 1 to Dec. 31, 2011. 
Capt. Christopher Halton, commodore of Riverine Group 1, 

visited RIVRON 1 March 19 to congratulate the command on 
their award. 

"This is the first time in Riverine history that the Green 
"H" was awarded to any Riverine Squadron and RIVRON 1 is 
the first and only," said Hospital Corpsman 1st Class Julian 
Torres, RIVRON 1 medical department. "We are very proud 
as a medical department to have helped receive this award and 
to make sure our Riverines are deployment ready." 

The Green "H" demonstrates RIVRON 1's dedication to 
helping shipmates make productive changes in their lives. It 
also encourages participation in health promotion by providing 
resources to ensure the Sailor's health is at the highest level, 
and by offering every opportunity to educate the command. 

"The Green 'H' is like the Battle 'E' of medicine," said 
Hospital Corpsman 3rd Class Brett McIlmail, RIVRON 1 
medical department. "Winning has definitely increased the 
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morale of the command and is just another testament that we 
provide the best care for our Sailors." 

Commands that earn the Force Health and Wellness Unit 
Award are authorized to paint a green "H" to display evidence 
of the honor. For each consecutive competition won, the 
command may paint a hash mark, below the green "H". 

"It's not just the medical department that won the Green 
"H," but the command as a whole," said Chief Hospital 

Corpsman Anthony Royal, leading chief petty officer, 
RIVRON 1 Medical Department. "We won because of the 
effort that was put forward by every Sailor in the command." 

The medical department ensures that the Riverine Force is 
deployable and capable of accomplishing their mission of 
providing an offensive combat component to Navy 
Expeditionary Combat Command and Navy brown and green 
water operation areas. 
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GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
9. Russian Lawmaker: Assad Must Pull Out Troops First 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 23 MAR 12) ... Vladimir Isachenkov 

MOSCOW - Syrian President Bashar Assad must take the 
first step toward settling his country's yearlong conflict by 
pulling his forces out of cities and allowing humanitarian 
assistance, a senior Russian lawmaker said Thursday, in a 
statement that signaled a marked shift in Moscow's stance. 

The comments by Mikhail Margelov, the Kremlin-
connected chairman of the foreign affairs committee in the 
upper house of Russian parliament, indicated Moscow's 
increasing impatience with Assad and its eagerness to raise 
pressure on an old ally. 

"Syrian President Bashar Assad must urgently fix 
numerous mistakes that he has made, according to Russia's 
official position," Margelov said, according to the ITAR-Tass 
and RIA Novosti news agencies. 

Commenting on Wednesday's statement by the United 
Nations Security Council that spelled out U.N. mediator Kofi 
Annan's proposals, including guaranteed humanitarian access 
and the pullout of government forces from Syrian cities and 
towns, Margelov said that Assad should now act first. 

"Assad must take the first step," Margelov was quoted as 
saying. "He must pull out the Syrian army from big cities. It's 
also necessary to deliver humanitarian assistance to the areas 
affected by fighting." 

That is a departure from Russia's previous position that 
both the government and opposition forces need to 
simultaneously withdraw from cities. 

The Syrian government has insisted that the opposition 
should be the first to end hostilities, while the West has 
demanded that Assad's military halts its offense first, followed 
by the opposition. 

Russia, along with China, has twice shielded Assad from 
United Nations' sanctions over his crackdown on an uprising 

in which more than 8,000 people have been killed. But 
Moscow also has strongly supported a plan to settle the crisis 
by Annan, the former U.N. secretary-general who is the joint 
U.N. and Arab League envoy for Syria. 

Russia's Deputy Foreign Minister Mikhail Bogdanov said 
Thursday that Annan will visit Moscow in the next "couple of 
days" to discuss the settlement. 

Bogdanov said that Russia will also play host to a Syrian 
opposition delegation, including members of the National 
Coordination Committee, one of Syria's two main opposition 
groups, in Moscow in the next few days. He said that Russian 
Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov will meet with them. 

Speaking before Russian parliament last week, Lavrov 
criticized Assad for being too slow to implement long-needed 
reforms and warned that the conflict in the Arab state could 
spiral out of control. 

He also complained in a weekend interview with state 
television about the "unproportionate" use of force by 
government troops and said Moscow disagrees with many of 
the decisions made by the Syrian leadership. 

Meanwhile, U.N. humanitarian chief Valerie Amos said 
she was continuing to press for unhindered access for 
humanitarian organizations, including pro-opposition areas. 

Technical staff from U.N. agencies and the Organization 
of Islamic Cooperation are part of a government-led 
humanitarian assessment mission of humanitarian needs that 
began on March 18. 

Amos said in a statement that the U.N. and other 
humanitarian partners will do their own independent analysis 
of the assessment and finalize a preliminary response plan to 
help people in desperate need. 
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10. Barak: Iran Must Be Given A Deadline In Nuclear Talks 
(JERUSALEM POST 23 MAR 12) ... Herb Keinon 

Defense Minister Ehud Barak acknowledged publicly on 
Thursday that Israel and the US have different clocks when 
looking at Iran, with Washington able – because of its greater 
military capabilities – to wait longer to strike the country than 
Israel. 

The way to bridge this gap, he said in an interview with 
Israel Radio, is to speed up the sanctions, “set a bar” and 
create a short timeline for the talks between Iran and European 
powers that are to begin next month. 

Prime Minister Binyamin Netanyahu made clear in 
Ottawa earlier this month that Israel’s expectation was that at 

the end of any talks, Iran would dismantle its nuclear facility 
at Qom, stop enriching uranium and remove all uranium 
enriched beyond 3.5 percent from the country. 

According to Barak, Jerusalem and Washington agree 
fully on the intelligence information on Iran. Likewise, the 
rhetoric is also similar, with leaders from both countries 
saying that they were determined to keep Iran from “going 
nuclear,” and that it was forbidden to take any option off the 
table. 
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“There is a difference in perspective,” he said. “The US is 
looking at this as the leader of the world, and Israel is looking 
at it as someone threatened from up close.” 

Barak said the difference between the US and Israel was 
the timeline perspective, “because America has more 
capabilities than Israel. As a result, it is possible to think of a 
situation where Israel will be limited in its ability to deal with 
the issue, and the US can say there are still long months 
[available] to deal with the issue without risking an allout 
war.” 

Setting a deadline for the talks, Barak said, would make it 
possible to determine Iranian intent before Israel would find 
itself pushed to the side and unable to stop the Iranian program 
anymore. 

The defense minister dismissed the notion that he was 
now against Israel acting alone without US involvement, as 
opposed to Netanyahu, who holds a different position. 

“There is no difference between us on how we see 
things,” Barak said. “Obviously there are differences on one 
detail or the other, but all in all we view the whole matter in 
the same way.” 

He said the reason Iran had not completely burned its 
bridges with the International Atomic Energy Agency was the 
concern that doing so could lead to action by the US, “or 
somebody else,” against it. In the interim, he said, the Iranians 
were spreading the nuclear program out across the country and 
fortifying it underground – so that by the time all negotiations 
and discussions have ended, it will be too late for Israel to take 
any effective action against it. 

Meanwhile, South African Deputy Foreign Minister 
Ebrahim Ebrahim said Pretoria had suspended almost all of its 
oil imports from Iran and intended to abide by a US request to 
make significant cuts in its Iranian supplies. 

“[To my knowledge], no Iranian oil is flowing into our 
country,” Ebrahim told a news conference. “If there is any, it 
is very little.” 

South Africa is on a US State Department list of 12 
countries that buy Iranian oil and could have been subject to 
American sanctions had it not significantly cut purchases. 

Iran is South Africa’s leading crude supplier, accounting 
for about 29% of oil imports to Africa’s biggest economy, 
according to the US Energy Information Administration. 

Earlier, cabinet spokesman Jimmy Manyi said South 
Africa had not decided what to do about the US request. 

“There’s no decision made one way or the other, but the 
cabinet is deliberating on Iran,” he told a news conference.º 

South Africa’s energy minister said last week she hoped 
to have a plan by the end of May for replacing supplies from 
Iran. 

Ebrahim said he did not agree with the US move to 
impose sanctions on countries that purchased Iranian oil. But 
he said Pretoria was forced to abide by it due to the economic 
hit South Africa would take if it did not comply. 

“We don’t have any choice in the matter,” he said. As a 
sovereign country, South Africa should be able to buy oil from 
wherever it wants, Ebrahim said. 
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11. Japan Prepares Defences Against N. Korean Rocket 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 23 MAR 12) 

Japan's defence minister on Friday ordered missile 
defence systems to be prepared so the military could shoot 
down a North Korean long-range rocket if it threatened the 
country. 

"I have ordered officials to prepare to deploy the PAC-3 
and Aegis warships," Defence Minister Naoki Tanaka told 
reporters, referring to surface-to-air missiles and destroyers 
carrying missiles. 

"We are talking to relevant local governments about the 
deployment," he added. 

The surface-to-air interceptors would reportedly be 
deployed on Japan's southern Okinawa island chain, but any 
order to shoot down the North Korean rocket would first need 
the approval of Prime Minister Yoshihiko Noda. 

The nuclear-armed North has announced it will launch a 
rocket next month to put a satellite into orbit, a move which 

the United States and its allies see as a pretext for a long-range 
missile test. 

Japanese officials have said the projectile may pass over 
Okinawa. 

The preparations by Japan, regularly the target of North 
Korean barbs, come as world leaders including US President 
Barack Obama meet in Seoul next week for a nuclear summit, 
officially focused on nuclear terrorism. 

But the North's atomic programme is also expected to be 
debated on the sidelines of the talks. 

In 2009, Japan ordered similar missile-defence 
preparations before Pyongyang's last long-range rocket launch, 
which brought UN Security Council condemnation and 
tightened sanctions against the isolated communist state. 

The rocket, which North Korea said was also aimed at 
putting a satellite into orbit, passed over Japanese territory 
without incident or any attempt to shoot it down. 
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12. Vietnam, China In New Spat Over Fishermen Detentions 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 22 MAR 12) 

China said Thursday the detention of two Vietnamese 
fishing boats and 21 crew near the disputed Paracel Islands 
was lawful, after Hanoi demanded their "immediate and 
unconditional" release. 

Hanoi has said the March 3 arrests "seriously violated 
Vietnam's sovereignty" and that China must stop its 
"hindrance of Vietnamese fishermen.” 

Beijing maintained that it held "indisputable sovereignty" 
over the islands in the South China Sea. 

"The actions of the Vietnamese fishing boats violated 
China's sovereignty and maritime rights. The actions taken by 
Chinese authorities were valid law enforcement actions," 
Chinese foreign ministry spokesman Hong Lei told reporters. 
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Hong further urged Hanoi to "manage and educate" its 
fishermen and end "illegal poaching" in Chinese waters. 

Vietnamese foreign ministry spokesman Luong Thanh 
Nghi on Wednesday demanded the "immediate and 
unconditional release of the fishermen," and said Hanoi would 
not pay a 70,000 yuan ($11,000) fee which he said China had 
requested. 

On Thursday, Vietnamese Agriculture Minister Cao Duc 
Phat said he had proposed the country create a new "fish 
surveillance force" to monitor its fishing fleet in the South 
China Sea and elsewhere. 

The force could provide information to help resolve 
international disputes over fishing, he said, without further 
elaboration, during an online discussion on the government's 
official website. 

The March 3 incident is the latest in a string of diplomatic 
skirmishes between the neighbours over islands. 

In late February, Vietnam claimed China had prevented 
11 Vietnamese fishermen from approaching the islands to 
avoid strong winds. 

Last week, Hanoi also said China had "seriously violated" 
Vietnam's sovereignty by allowing a Chinese oil company to 
open bidding for oil exploration near the Paracel islands. 

Beijing says it has sovereignty over essentially all of the 
South China Sea, a key global trading route. 

The Paracels -- or Hoang Sa Islands in Vietnamese -- 
have been controlled by China since 1974 but are claimed by 
Vietnam. 

The two countries also have competing claims over the 
potentially oil-rich Spratly islands, which are also claimed in 
whole or part by Taiwan, Brunei, Malaysia, and the 
Philippines. 

One-third of global seaborne trade passes through the 
South China Sea, which is also believed to encompass huge oil 
and gas reserves. 
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13. Indonesia Calls For More Joint Military Drills 
(JAKARTA GLOBE 22 MAR 12) 

With Asian countries all racing to beef up their military 
might, it would be good to conduct more joint exercises to 
minimise the risk of actual conflicts, Indonesian President 
Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono said at a defense summit in 
Jakarta on Wednesday. 

Such maneuvers were already taking place, the former 
army general noted, but he said the major powers could play a 
bigger role. 

“The potential for strategic rivalry is still reasonably high. 
The comfort level among certain militaries is still below what 
it should be, and this [continues] to be a challenge for our 
region,” he said at the Jakarta International Defense Dialogue. 

“Maybe I am a little biased,” he added, but as a general, 
he thought that “men in uniform usually find it easier to 
develop camaraderie with one another and strike [up] 
partnerships.” 

He did not name any countries but he was clearly 
referring to the rivalry between China and the United States in 
recent months. China continues to build up its military while 
America is bolstering its presence in the Pacific and basing 
marines in northern Australia. 

Yudhoyono’s speech comes as he begins a three-day visit 
to China, which has been strengthening its military ties with 
Southeast Asia’s largest country. 

On a joint visit to Canberra last week, Defence Minister 
Purnomo Yusgiantoro said Indonesia hoped to join in disaster 
relief training with U.S. and Australian forces in Darwin. 
Meanwhile, Foreign Minister Marty Natalegawa warned 
against any Cold War-style attempt to contain China. 

The Indonesian leaders’ statements, like its hosting of this 
week’s defense conference, reflect the country’s aspirations to 

play a bigger role in the region as well as its insistence that 
Asean countries remain in the driver’s seat. 

They also come at a time when joint activities to prepare 
troops for humanitarian assistance and disaster relief are 
increasingly seen as an effective way to build confidence and 
trust among the military forces of different countries. 

Yudhoyono noted that the territorial dispute between 
several Asean countries and China over islands in the South 
China Sea was likely to drag on. Given that reality, he said, it 
was important to set out “rules of conduct which would help 
minimise the prospect of conflict escalation.” 

Also speaking at the start of the three-day conference was 
United Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki Moon. He spoke of 
the need to work on preventing conflict before it broke out, 
from managing humanitarian disasters to protecting people 
against severe economic shocks. 

When conflicts do break out, Ban said, UN peacekeeping 
missions provide tremendous value for money. He reminded 
the audience of more than 1,000 military officers and 
policymakers that 60 years of peacekeeping had cost less than 
six weeks of current global military spending. 

He thanked Indonesia for its contribution to such 
peacekeeping efforts, a day after Yudhoyono said the country 
intended to send up to 4,000 personnel to join peacekeeping 
missions. 

Singapore Defense Minister Ng Eng Hen also spoke at the 
summit, focusing on military operations in peacetime. 

Citing virus outbreaks and natural disasters such as 
tsunamis and floods, he said: “By default, it has often been the 
militaries that have been activated in response to these crises.” 

It was important, he added, for them to be prepared for 
such situations. 
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14. Russia Exasperated With U.S. Over Missile Defense 
A top Russian defense official today signaled growing frustration with the U.S., which has refused to provide 
legal guarantees that a planned missile-defense shield is not directed at Moscow. 
(CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR 23 MAR 12) ... Fred Weir 

MOSCOW--A top Russian defense official warned 
Thursday that NATO's plans to install an anti-missile shield in 
Europe are a "litmus test" for future relations between 
Moscow and the West. 

The tough statement by deputy defense minister Anatoly 
Antonov comes ahead of a planned summit between Russian 
president-elect Vladimir Putin and President Obama, and 
signals Moscow's growing exasperation with the U.S. position 
after a flurry of optimism earlier this month. 

Russian sources say it appears to be a long and empty 
dialogue that will ultimately leave Russia out in the cold as 
NATO deploys its missile shield, which is ostensibly meant to 
protect against Iranian missiles. 

"This is a very sensitive subject for us," says Andrei 
Klimov, deputy chair of the State Duma's international affairs 
committee. "It looks like the Americans are just stringing us 
along. If this anti-missile system is really not directed against 
Russia, why not sign a legal document declaring that? Why 
not to give Russia access to real monitoring of the system?" 

Russian military experts say the planned missile shield 
would, in its later stages, undermine the country's nuclear 
deterrent. Unless the U.S. makes a legally binding pledge 
never to use the weapons against Russia and makes Moscow 
an equal partner in a joint system, they say, a new arms race 
with the West looks inevitable. 

At a Defense Ministry meeting Tuesday, President Dmitry 
Medvedev said Russia was already preparing a range of 
countermeasures to defeat NATO missile defense, including 
forward deployments of tactical nuclear missiles in Russia's 
Baltic enclave of Kaliningrad. 

"We are not closing the doors for communication, but we 
really need to prepare ourselves to the change of situation," 
Mr. Medvedev said. "We need to be fully armed by 2017-18 ... 
we must get ready for a serious rearming of the armed forces 
so that we could be in a due shape and capable to respond to 
the missile defense in Europe." 

Flurry Of Excitement Ends In Disappointment 
Russian experts say the Kremlin has been extremely 

disappointed by the lack of response to its concerns by the 
Obama administration. 

There was a flurry of excitement earlier this month, when 
U.S. news reports suggested that Washington might be willing 
to share sensitive technical information about the SM-3 
interceptor rocket that's expected to be the mainstay of 

NATO's missile shield by 2020. Such information, the 
Russians say, might provide a material demonstration that 
these weapons are really meant for use only against Iran and 
other so-called "rogue states" and would not be used to 
undermine Russia's own nuclear deterrent. 

But that hope appears to have collapsed. The Moscow 
daily Kommersant reported last week that a visit by U.S. State 
Department Special Envoy for Strategic Stability and Missile 
Defense Ellen Tauscher included handover of a package of 
missile-defense information that Russian military specialists 
evaluated as "[expletive] useless." 

State Dept spokesperson Victoria Nuland later declined to 
comment, saying, "I’m not going to go into the specifics of the 
discussions" Ms. Tauscher had with the Russians. "I’ll just say 
that we are committed to pursuing missile-defense cooperation 
with Russia and are continuing discussions." 

Room For Cooperation 
Much of this might be jockeying for position in advance 

of an expected meeting between Mr. Obama and Mr. Putin, 
which Russian news reports suggest could take place on the 
sidelines of the G8 summit in mid-May, shortly after Putin has 
been inaugurated for his third term as president of Russia. 

There have been some positive developments lately, 
which suggest Putin may be turning away from his anti-
Western election rhetoric toward greater cooperation, 
including an unprecedented Russian offer last week to give 
NATO use of a Volga region airbase to sustain resupply 
efforts to its embattled forces in Afghanistan. 

"There are things the Americans could do to convince us 
that they're serious about bringing us on board," says Sergei 
Markov, a political expert with close ties to the Kremlin. 
"First, they could move the focus of the anti-missile system 
from northern to southern Europe, which is where the threat is 
supposed to be. Second, they could take serious steps to 
develop an anti-missile shield with us jointly... 

"We understand that Obama probably can't take any 
major decisions before the elections. People in Moscow are 
optimistic that in the long run, Washington will behave 
rationally about this, and realize that it's not worth alienating 
Russia over this," he adds. "There are a lot of areas where we 
can develop cooperation, and we'd like to get to them, but 
Russia will never accept a situation where our nuclear 
deterrent is undermined." 
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15. Piracy Fighters Use Floating Armories 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 22 MAR 12) ... Katharine Houreld 

NAIROBI, Kenya — Private security firms are storing 
their guns aboard floating armories in international waters so 
ships that want armed anti-piracy guards for East Africa's 
pirate-infested waters can cut costs and circumvent laws 
limiting the import and export of weapons, industry officials 
say. 

Companies and legal experts say the operation of the 
armories is a "legal gray area" because few, if any, 

governments have laws governing the practice. Some security 
companies have simply not informed the governments of the 
flag their ship is flying, industry officials said. 

Some members of the private security sector are urging 
governments and industry leaders to impose standards on the 
unchecked practice of storing weapons offshore to equip anti-
pirate forces off Somalia's coast. 
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Storing guns on boats offshore really took off as a 
business last year. Britain — where many of the operators are 
from — is investigating the legality of the practice, which has 
received little publicity outside of shipping industry circles. 

Floating armories have become a viable business in the 
wake of increased security practices by the maritime industry, 
which has struggled for years to combat attacks by Somali 
pirates. But those in the industry say the standards vary 
widely. 

Governments and industry leaders "need to urgently 
address standards for floating armories and get flag state 
approval," said Nick Davis of the Maritime Guard Group 
"Everything has got to be secured correctly, recorded, bonded, 
the correct locks, and so on. It's not just a case of find a room, 
put some weapons in it and everybody chill out." 

Some floating armories did not have proper storage for 
weapons, enough watchmen, or enough space for guards to 
sleep indoors, forcing them to sleep on deck, he said. 

In the absence of applicable laws, he said, "companies are 
just being economical with the truth." 

Davis said his company operates two tugs as floating 
armories and carefully maintains log books for his company's 
hundreds of weapons and records for each shot fired. He did 
not allow other companies to rent out space on his tugs 
because of regulatory problems, he said, but hopes to do so 
soon and has sent out advertisements. 

"Ships have to use armed guards, yet none of the 
governments want to provide an ethical and accountable way 
of using firearms," he said. 

There are between 10 and 12 ships operating as floating 
armories at any one time. About half a dozen are located in the 
Red Sea, three off the United Arab Emirates and a couple off 
the island nation of Madagascar, said Thomas Jakobsson of 
Sea Marshals Ltd. 

"Many companies are too small to be able to comply with 
regulations. It costs a lot of money," he said. His company 
only used floating armories licensed by the Djibouti 
government and flew the flag of landlocked Mongolia, he said. 
He believed most of the rest were not operating legally, he 
said. 

The increase in the use of floating armories comes amid a 
rise in the number of shoot-outs between suspected pirates and 
private security companies. In February, two Italian marines 
shot and killed two Indian fishermen the Italians had mistaken 

for pirates. The investigation may set legal precedents for 
future shootings by armed ship guards. 

A ship that uses a floating armory will pick up weapons 
from it at the beginning of its travels through dangerous 
waters, then drop them of to another floating armory at the end 
of the dangerous part of the voyage. 

Companies use floating armories because it's cheaper for 
clients than having to take their ship into port to pick up 
escorts and because there are so many restrictions on bringing 
weapons into the region around Somalia. Several companies 
said Middle Eastern nations like Saudi Arabia, Egypt and 
Yemen were particularly sensitive about foreigners bringing in 
weapons since the start of political uprisings in the Arab 
Spring. 

Lawyer Alan Cole, the head of the anti-piracy program at 
the U.N. Office on Drugs and Crime, also said taking arms 
into coastal nations can be a complex process. 

Regulations vary from country to country. In the island 
nation of the Seychelles, police come onboard and lock the 
armory, he said. In Mauritius, weapons must be taken off a 
ship as soon as it is docked and stored in the police lockup. 

Regulations can change from day to day, becoming so 
fluid that ships may put out to sea with armed guards onboard 
only to find rules have changed once the ship has reached its 
destination. Egypt, Oman and Kenya all changed the rules 
regarding the transport of firearms within the past month, 
Davis said. 

But in international waters, the only country with 
jurisdiction over a ship is the state whose flag the ship is 
flying. Many ships fly flags from countries like Liberia or 
Panama, where regulations can be relatively lax. 

Even if companies are trying to comply with the law, part 
of the problem is that legislation has not kept pace with the 
rapid growth of the maritime private security industry, said 
Adjoa Anyimadu, a piracy expert at British think tank 
Chatham House. 

"There's lots of calls — particularly from the shipping 
industry — for there to be more regulation," she said. Britain 
was working on it, she said. 

Since February, all British companies and citizens 
working in maritime security — or providing services to 
British ships — have to abide by a new regulation governing 
firearms. The regulation does not contain any standards for 
floating armories. 
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16. EU Set To Back Strikes On Somali Pirate Lairs 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 22 MAR 12) 

The European Union will likely approve plans Friday to 
strike Somali pirate equipment on beaches, widening the scope 
of its naval operations four years into a mission to protect 
shipping. 

Germany had voiced reservations about plans to allow EU 
warships and helicopters to fire at trucks, supplies, boats and 
fuel stowed on the coast of Somalia, but a minister indicated 
Thursday that Berlin would now back the plans. 

"Military officers say they want to render harmless the 
ships on the beach that could be used. This was a convincing 
argument," German deputy defence minister Christian 
Schmidt said after a meeting of EU defence chiefs in Brussels. 

EU officials have stressed that the new mandate would 
not call for the deployment of troops on the ground in 
Somalia. 

"We made clear that this should be limited actions against 
assets on the edge of the beach. Piracy must be fought at sea," 
Schmidt said. 

Following months of debate, the decision is expected to 
be taken when EU foreign ministers meet Friday, one day after 
the defence chiefs, EU officials said. 

The ministers will also formally approve the extension of 
the EU mission, Operation Atalanta, until December 2014. 
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The German participation in the expanded mandate, 
however, will have to be submitted to the parliament in Berlin 
for approval, Schmidt said. 

The operation off the Horn of Africa, which will soon 
grow from six to nine ships, escorts vessels carrying 
humanitarian aid to Somalia and polices the key shipping 
route to thwart pirate attacks. 

Warships and helicopters will have "very well defined 
conditions" for firing at pirate equipment in order to avoid 

harming people, a European official said, noting that Germany 
and other nations wanted strict rules of engagement. 

The EU mission is one of several international anti-piracy 
operations off Somalia. 

NATO agreed this week to extend its own mission until 
late 2014, with four ships under Turkish command. But the 
trans-Atlantic alliance has not authorised strikes on land 
targets. 
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17. Spain Is Fully Committed To Operation Atalanta 
Spanish Rear Admiral Reasserts Spain's Full Commitment to EU Anti-Piracy Mission 
(EL MUNDO (SPAIN) 22 MAR 12) ... Natxo Marcet Sr. 

Early in the morning of January 12, 2012, the Spanish 
combat replenishment ship Patino was cleaving the waters of 
the Indian Ocean. On the deck of the Patino, the changing of 
the guard was taking place. That is why four Marines were 
carrying their standard-issue weapons. The sea was rough and, 
all of a sudden, a small pirate skiff emerged out of nowhere. 
The Somali pirates in the skiff opened fire with their AK-47s 
and rocket-propelled grenades against the Spanish warship. 

"The Marines returned fire in self-defense and the 
attackers disappeared," explained Frigate Captain Enrique 
Cubeiro, commanding officer of the combat replenishment 
ship Patino. Immediately after the attack, two Sea King 
helicopters chased after the pirates. In a matter of minutes, 
they tracked and arrested the six-man crew. 

That is how the Patino's crew usually tells one of the 
many stories that have happened to this warship since it began 
to patrol the Indian Ocean in order to protect shipping in 
pirate-infested waters 130 days ago. While he was standing by 
the captured pirate skiff, which is now being exhibited as a 
trophy on board the ship, Frigate Captain Cubeiro calmly 
recounted the story of how the troops managed to arrest the 
pirates who had attacked the Patino. Apart from carrying out 
specific operations, the combat replenishment ship Patino is in 
charge of coordinating the Operation Atalanta, the EU-
sponsored anti-piracy mission in the Indian Ocean. This task is 
not easy. 

"Everybody is armed here. It is impossible to tell the good 
from the bad. The are all grey," Frigate Captain Cubeiro said. 
"They attack everything standing in their way," he explained. 
"The radar cannot detect them, because the waves are bigger 
than them. They launch their attacks when the sky is so dark 
that they cannot be seen until the last moment, but still bright 
enough to see what they are doing," Cubeiro pointed out, 
acknowledging the virtues of the enemy. "Pirates are made of 
different stuff. They are like trapeze artists. They place their 
skiffs alongside their prey, throw ladders with hooks on the 
ship rails, and climb up with stunning agility," he concluded. 

However, the pirates do not only possess outstanding 
physical skills. They also know how to face a trial. "If we 
asked them where they would prefer to be tried, they would 
answer that they prefer to be tried on a European ship, because 
we take the respect for human rights very seriously," said 

Lodewijk Briet, head of the EU delegation to Kenya. 
Apparently, the pirates are taking advantage of this situation. 
"They say that one of them died and fell into the sea and 
blamed him for everything. They say that he was the leader 
and forced them to carry out the attack," explained Frigate 
Captain Cubeiro, who heard this story with his own ears. 

Spain commands and is the largest contributor to 
Operation Atalanta. "Two Spanish Navy warships and a 
maritime surveillance plane are deployed in the area and I am 
the commander in chief of the European Union Naval Force," 
Rear Admiral Jorge Manso, EU Naval Force commander, 
explained to El Mundo. "Spain is fully committed to 
Operation Atalanta. Due to the financial crisis, other countries 
are abandoning the mission. We are aware that we are trying 
to solve a problem amid budget cuts. The Spanish 
Government is making a great effort. Almost 400 men and 
women are taking part in Operation Atalanta," added the EU 
Naval Force commander, who will hand over command to 
France next month. France and Spain have major interests in 
the region. 

Operation Atalanta was launched in 2008. That means 
that it has been marked by the financial crisis right from the 
start. "This mission is costing the Spanish taxpayers $100 
million a year," pointed out Javier Herrera, Spanish 
ambassador to Kenya and Somalia. However, Herrera also 
stressed that "one million people eat every day thanks to 
Operation Atalanta." However, there is not enough money. "It 
is like having 10 cars to patrol Europe," Cubeiro concluded. 
After all, if we take a look to the map, the area where the 
pirates operate is larger than Europe. 

That is probably why Rear Admiral Manso, referring to 
the Spanish fishing trawlers that come under pirate attack and 
need help, said: "It might take us a short or a long time, but we 
will go to the area where the attacks take place." 

Like all wars against the pirates, the key to putting an end 
to this threat is to find and seize the ports used by the pirates. 
The first part of the work is being done, but so far no attacks 
have been carried out on pirate bases on land. However, this 
may change shortly. In an interview with El Mundo, Spanish 
Defense Minister Pedro Morenes said a few weeks ago that 
Spain had not ruled out the possibility of attacking Somali 
pirate bases on land. 
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18. EU Defense Ministers Endorse Pooling Of Resources 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 22 MAR 12) ... Slobodan Lekic 

BRUSSELS — European Union defense ministers 
endorsed on Thursday projects to develop joint air-to-air 
refueling capacities and field hospitals as part of a wider effort 
to share military resources in response to falling defense 
budgets. 

The ministers also discussed the implications of a U.S 
decision to refocus its strategy on regions other than Europe. 

Claude-France Arnould, who heads the EU's European 
Defense Agency, said that in addition to approving the joint 
field hospitals and the air-to-air refueling initiative — which 
aims at increasing strategic tanker capacity and achieving 
greater cost-effectiveness by 2020 — ministers considered 
other ways to promote savings. 

The areas discussed included joint pilot training, naval 
logistics, maritime patrols, maintenance, and shared 
infrastructure, she said. 

"A major impulse has been given," Arnould said, adding 
that the ministers had agreed on the need to develop a defense 
capability collectively. 

The EU's 27 governments still spend about €200 billion 
($265 billion) on defense annually — only the United States 
spends more. But the fragmentation of military commands and 
defense industries has made it almost impossible to achieve 
economies of scale in purchasing military equipment. 

Military spending, which has already shrunk 15 percent in 
the past decade, is set to plunge further as part of the austerity 
measures implemented by many European governments to 
cope with the continent's debt crisis. 

"Pooling and sharing means to generate more defense for 
the same money." Arnould said. "The clock is clearly ticking, 
we cannot lose this momentum." 

Complicating matters further for Europe's defense 
planners, the administration of President Barack Obama has 
announced a new military strategy that includes a shift away 
from the Cold War-era focus on Europe. Instead, U.S. military 
capabilities will in the future concentrate on Asian security 

risks such as China and North Korea, and build on 
partnerships in the Middle East to keep an eye on Iran. 

The European Defense Agency also is working on a 
number of programs to address deficiencies identified during 
the war in Libya, including standardizing the procurement of 
smart munitions, and developing common intelligence and 
reconnaissance capabilities. 

Arnould said the EU has been cooperating closely with 
NATO on plans to maintain military capabilities, despite the 
cuts in defense spending. The military alliance, whose 
headquarters are located just a few miles (kilometers) from the 
EU, has a similar program, known as Smart Defense. 

In some cases, such as air-to-air refueling, member 
nations prefer to work through the EU. But in others, such as 
sharing maritime patrol aircraft, it is done through NATO, she 
said. 

"We make sure that the activities done in both 
organizations are absolutely complementary" Arnould said. 

The ministerial meeting also reviewed current EU 
operations, including the naval mission off Somalia, the 
military training program for Somalia's nascent army, and the 
peacekeeping operation in Bosnia. 

Participants said a priority is to extend the anti-piracy 
mission off Somalia, launched in 2008, because of its success 
in suppressing pirate attacks. The EU flotilla consists of 5-10 
warships, and includes non-EU countries such as Norway, 
Croatia, Montenegro and Ukraine. 

NATO Secretary-General Anders Fogh Rasmussen, who 
also attended the EU meeting, said the military alliance would 
probably continue its separate anti-piracy mission, known as 
Ocean Shield. 

"Obviously it's essential to coordinate closely between the 
EU operation and the NATO operation," he said. "In that 
respect, it's essential to assist countries in the region in 
capacity-building to deal with counter-piracy themselves." 
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19. Scorpene Submarine Sea Trials In 2013 
(ECONOMIC TIMES (INDIA) 22 MAR 12) 

NEW DELHI - The first of the six Scorpene submarines 
ordered by the Indian Navy will be launched for sea trials in 
2013, a top official of the firm constructing the submarines has 
said. 

India had placed orders for six Scorpene submarines with 
French firm DCNS in 2005, of which the first is expected to 
be commissioned into the Navy by mid-2015 after a delay of 
around three years. 

"As per the schedule, the first Scorpene submarine would 
be 95 per cent ready towards end of 2013 after which it will be 
launched for sea trials," DCNS' India head Bernard G Buisson 
told PTI here. 

Sea trials of a submarine are carried out when almost all 
the weapon systems and sensors to be deployed on board it are 
integrated. 

He said most of the issues causing delays in the 
submarine programme have been sorted out and expressed 

confidence that there would be no further delays in the 
programme. 

The six Scorpenes are being constructed at the Mazagon 
Dockyards Limited (MDL) under Project-75 under technology 
transfer from French firm DCNS. 

The government approval for construction of the six 
submarines was accorded in September 2005 at a total cost of 
Rs 18,798 crore and the contract was signed in October that 
year. 

The project cost was revised to Rs 23,562 crore in 
February 2010, along with revision in delivery schedule. 

Commenting on the delays experienced in the project, 
Defence Minister A K Antony had recently told Parliament 
that "Most of the teething problems have been resolved and 
various plans have been put in place to minimise delays." 
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PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
20. Navy Surgeon General Testifies Before Congress 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 22 MAR 12) ... Joshua L. Wick, U.S. Navy Bureau of Medicine and Surgery Public Affairs 

WASHINGTON -- The U.S. Navy Surgeon General told 
members of Congress March 21, that Navy Medicine 
collectively remains strong and continues to meet their 
operational and wartime commitments. 

Vice Adm. Matthew L. Nathan testified Wednesday on 
the Defense Health Program Budget Overview to members of 
the Military Personnel Subcommittee of the House Armed 
Services Committee. 

"Navy Medicine continues to provide world-class care for 
Sailors, Marines, their families and other beneficiaries around 
the globe, anytime, anywhere," said Nathan. 

Alongside Nathan several other Department of Defense 
senior medical leaders testified at the hearing, including 
Assistant Secretary of Defense for Health Affairs Dr. Jonathan 
Woodson, M.D.; Surgeon General of the Army Lt. Gen. 
Patricia D. Horoho and Surgeon General of the Air Force Lt. 
Gen. Charles Bruce Green. The Subcommittee also heard 
testimony from retired Air Force Col. Steve Strobridge, 
director of government relations for the Military Officers 
Association of America. 

Nathan thanked the committee members for their 
confidence, support and investment in Navy Medicine's 
resource requirements. He said their efforts and commitment 
allow Navy Medicine to deliver a continuum of care from the 
battlefield to the bedside and from the bedside to unit, family, 
or transition. 

He said that Navy Medicine is strategically aligned with 
the priorities of the secretary of the Navy, chief of naval 
operations and commandant of the Marine Corps. 

"Each day, we are fully focused on executing the 
operational missions and core capabilities of the Navy and 
Marine Corps," said Nathan. 

He reiterated, Force Health Protection is Navy Medicine's 
mission and is the foundation of our continuum of care, in 
support of the warfighter and optimizes Navy Medicine's 
ability to operate forward and promote and protect the fleet 
and Marine forces. 

Nathan discussed specific areas of attention from combat 
casualty care, to the efforts being made to help Sailors and 

Marines suffering with traumatic brain injury and post-
traumatic stress disorder as well as the comprehensive and 
holistic approach to wounded warrior recovery not only for 
servicemembers but for the families as well. 

"Our wounded, ill and injured service members need to 
heal in body, mind and spirit and they deserve a seamless and 
comprehensive approach to their recovery," said Nathan. 
"Moving forward, we must continue to connect our heroes to 
approved emerging and advanced diagnostic and therapeutic 
options both within our medical treatment facilities and 
outside of military medicine through collaborations with major 
centers of reconstructive and regenerative medicine. Our 
commitment to these men and women can never waiver." 

Nathan highlighted the work underway at the National 
Intrepid Center of Excellence (NICoE) on the campus of 
Walter Reed National Military Medical Center, Bethesda, 
Md., and their new and innovative treatments for traumatic 
brain injury and post-traumatic stress disorder. He emphasized 
the need to further expand the existing partnerships with the 
other services, Defense Centers of Excellence, Veterans 
Affairs, and leading academic medical and research centers. 

Military Personnel Subcommittee Chairman, U.S. Rep. 
Joe Wilson, thanked the witnesses for their service and efforts 
and added that the subcommittee looks forward to working 
with them. 

The Military Personnel Subcommittee is responsible for 
military personnel policy, Reserve component integration and 
employment issues, military health care, military education, 
and POW/MIA issues. This subcommittee ensures service 
members and their loved ones receive the first-class benefits 
that they deserve. 

As the U.S. Navy Surgeon General and Chief, Bureau of 
Medicine and Surgery, Nathan leads a global healthcare 
network of 63,000 Navy medical personnel around the world 
who provide high-quality health care to more than one million 
eligible beneficiaries. Navy Medicine personnel deploy with 
Sailors and Marines worldwide, providing critical mission 
support aboard ship, in the air, under the sea and on the 
battlefield. 
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21. TRICARE Hikes Not 'Keeping The Faith' 
(MILITARY UPDATE 22 MAR 12) ... Tom Philpott 

A House subcommittee expected to vote soon on whether 
to recommend raising retiree TRICARE fees sharply over the 
next five years heard some compelling testimony against the 
move Wednesday. 

Retired Air Force Col. Steve Strobridge, co-chair of The 
Military Coalition, a consortium of 34 military associations 
and veterans groups, traded debate points with Dr. Jonathan 
Woodson, assistant secretary of defense for health affairs, 
before the armed services panel on personnel. 

Strobridge attacked the Obama administration's premise 
that raising TRICARE fees on military retirees to help balance 
defense spending cuts in the current budget crisis does not 
break faith with the force. 

"If keeping faith means no changes for today's troops on 
retirement, than it's breaking faith to raise their [health] fees 
by [up to] $2000. That's no different from a $2000 retired pay 
cut," he said. 

"They say military retirees pay far less for health care 
than civilians do," Strobridge added. "Whenever somebody 
gives me that argument I ask: If the military deal was so great, 
are you willing to pay what they did to earn it? Would you 
sign up to spend the next 20 to 30 years being deployed to 
Iraq, Afghanistan or any other garden spot the government 
want to send you to," he asked. "Military people pay far 
steeper premiums for health coverage than any civilian ever 
has or ever will." 
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Woodson warned that if Congress blocks the TRICARE 
fee hikes, which would save almost $13 billion over five 
years, then active duty strength would have to be cut by 
30,000 to 50,000 more troops than already planned. 

The surgeons general of the Army, Navy and Air Force 
also testified but were not drawn into the TRICARE fee 
debate. 

The armed services committees have been preoccupied 
for weeks over how to accommodate last year's bipartisan deal 
to cut defense spending by $487 billion over the next decade. 
The administration's plan to hit that target includes TRICARE 
fee hikes for every category of retiree except those retired 
because of disability. The plan also includes raising TRICARE 
pharmacy co-pays sharply at retail outlets, and more modestly 
for mail order. Higher pharmacy co-pays would impact active 
duty families too. 

Congress also is worried about a "sequestration" order 
included in that same law, the Budget Control Act. If not 
blocked or replaced by a new deficit reduction plan by Dec. 
31, sequestration would require arbitrary defense program cuts 
totaling another $500 billion over 10 years. 

This atmosphere of fiscal doom might be to blame for 
House and Senate defenders of military retirees making only 
half-hearted or strangely ill-informed arguments lately against 
planned TRICARE fee increases. 

Freshmen Republicans, for example, routinely ask why 
the administration isn't proposing similar health fee increases 
for federal civilians – ignoring the fact that federal civilians 
pay hefty monthly premiums already, and those payments are 
raised annually as health care costs rise. Woodson made that 
same argument again at this hearing. 

Rep. Joe Wilson (R-S.C.), chairman of the House 
personnel subcommittee, called the TRICARE fee plan 
"wrong-headed" and designed to encourage retirees not to use 
their benefit. Woodson assured him the goal is to save defense 
dollars, not "drive people away from their TRICARE benefit." 

Strobridge, director of government relations for Military 
Officers Association of America, was the lone witness on 
behalf of The Military Coalition and against the fee increases. 
Facing a budget squeeze, he said, Defense officials decided it 

was easier to save money by raising fees rather than 
implement recommendations of studies to consolidate health 
budgets. 

"They blame the budget crunch but balk at changes to 
make the system significantly more efficient [addressing] 
DoD's fragmented health care systems. But the recent review 
made only minimal changes, in part because a key decision 
criterion was how hard the change would be. So the first 
choice was to make retirees pay more because it was easier," 
he said. 

He dismissed Woodson's argument that combining 
medical command headquarters would target only two percent 
of total health spending. 

"The issue on reorganization isn't the headquarters," 
Strobridge replied. "The issue is consolidation of 
responsibilities and accountability for the budget, which we 
don't have right now." 

For example, Strobridge said, when a base wants to save 
money, it can reduce the number of medicines available on 
base, which means more beneficiaries go off base to get 
prescriptions filled. It drives down base costs but drives up 
overall health costs for DoD. It's those kinds of inefficiencies 
that you have to eliminate," he said. 

Woodson said that with fees, co-pays and deductibles set 
for retirees in 1996, they paid 27 percent of total health costs 
as the TRICARE triple insurance option took effect. With no 
fee increases since then, until last October, the beneficiary cost 
share fell to 10 percent. The planned fee increases would raise 
average out-of pocket costs to 14 percent. That still would be 
only half what it was in 1996, Woodson said. 

He also defended the plan to "tier" TRICARE enrollment 
fees so retirees with more income also pay more out of pocket. 
Military leaders, including enlisted leaders, pushed hard for 
that feature, Woodson said, to protect lower-income retirees. 
Strobridge called it discriminatory. 

"No other federal retiree has service-earned health 
benefits means tested, and it's rare in the civilian world. Under 
that perverse system, the longer and more successfully you 
serve, the less benefit you earn," Strobridge said. 
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22. Navy Surgeon General Calls For Future Medical Capabilities Assessment 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 22 MAR 12) ... U.S. Navy Bureau of Medicine and Surgery Public Affairs 

RESTON, Va. -- Navy Medicine held a conference March 
19-21, 2012, in support of its Expeditionary Health Service 
Support (EHSS) Capability Based Assessment (CBA) 
bringing together nearly 100 medical and operational 
specialists across the Navy and Marine Corps to discuss how 
best to plan for future operations. 

The EHSS CBA and the Joint Capability Integration and 
Development System (JCIDS) is designed to provide a long-
range look at aligning Navy Medicine's future capabilities 
with the needs of the warfighter from 2015 through 2025. 

The assessment is being conducted at the behest of the 
Navy Surgeon General Vice Adm. Matthew L. Nathan who 
believes support to the warfighter and their families is the top 
priority of Navy Medicine. 

"The CNO's Sailing Directions highlight warfighting first, 
operating forward, and readiness over the next 10 to 15 years, 
so efforts to improve capabilities across the spectrum and 

develop our personnel will be the foundation of the Navy's 
future success in these areas," said Nathan. "JCIDS and the 
EHSS CBA will give Navy Medicine the framework to join 
with the Marine Corps to operate and fight as expeditionary 
partners and ensure we are meeting the future needs our 
services." 

According to Dr. Michael Malanoski, deputy chief, Future 
Operations for the U.S. Navy Bureau of Medicine and Surgery 
(BUMED), the EHSS CBA marries health services 
requirements, afloat and ashore, with Navy, Marine Corps, 
and Defense Health planning, programming, budgeting and 
execution processes. 

"EHSS is essentially Navy Medicine's core mission and 
this assessment looks at where we are now, where we need to 
be in the future, and what we need to do to get there in the 
operational area," said Malanoski. "It is a critical step in being 
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able to meet future missions and operate in a joint, agile 
environment across a wide range of military operations." 

The CBA will also conduct functional area review in 
many areas including casualty management, patient 
movement, human performance, health engagement operations 
and humanitarian assistance/disaster relief, as well as 
reviewing Navy Medicine's ability to support U.S. civil 
authorities if a disaster were to strike on American soil. The 
assessment will need approval from senior leaders across the 
board to ensure that requirements and associated risks are 
appropriate in an environment of limited resources. 

Malanoski stated that the impacts of the assessment will 
be vast and across multiple fields and will have a direct impact 
in shaping of the force. Ensuring there is an appropriate 

balance of uniform and civilian personnel in our facilities to 
support continued operational readiness both at home and 
overseas remains critical to Navy Medicine meeting its 
mission. He added that the CBA will also impact future 
resource levels and the Navy Medicine training continuum. 

Nathan was pleased with the status of the future readiness 
initiative and believed the groups work would have long-term 
benefits for warfighters of the future. 

"I have said many times, when the world dials 911, it is 
not to make an appointment," said Nathan. "The EHSS CBA 
is one more tool in our arsenal to ensure we are equipped and 
ready at a moment's notice to meet the challenges that lie 
ahead." 
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23. CSADD Promotes Motorcycle Safety Awareness 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 22 MAR 12) ... Electronics Technician 3rd Class Russell Tracy, Training Support Center Great Lakes Public 
Affairs 

GREAT LAKES, Ill -- Coalition of Sailors Against 
Destructive Decisions (CSADD), Great Lakes Chapter 
released motorcycle safety Awareness video March 21. 

With spring starting this week in many areas around the 
country, motorcycle use is expected to increase. The video 
promotes motorcycle safety awareness and the use of proper 
personal protective equipment (PPE). 

"'Safety first' should always be our first thought, and what 
is not mentioned often enough is to be alert of those around 
you," said Commander, Navy Region Midwest Command 
Master Chief (SW/AW) Christopher L. Adams. 

The video emphasizes "all the gear all the time" 
(ATGATT), an acronym used to remind riders to use the 
proper PPE while operating a motorcycle. A Department of 
Transportation-approved helmet, eye protection, gloves, long-
sleeve shirt, long pants, boots and a reflective vest are required 
to be worn by all Navy personnel. The Navy motorcycle safety 
course is also required for all personnel who choose to operate 
a motorcycle. 

"Motorcycle safety is paramount to the readiness of our 
Navy," said Chief Yeoman (SW) Gabriel Sanchez. 
Commander, Navy Region Midwest flag writer, who appeared 
in the video. "Personal Protective Equipment is there for a 

reason; to protect you from severe injuries in case of have an 
accident." 

Members of CSADD spent a week recording and editing 
the motorcycle safety video. 

It's important for us to get the word out to our shipmates 
about motorcycle safety and what better way but with a funny 
and informative video," said Seaman Kit Wingate, the 
chapter's mascot "CSADD Guy" and unit founder. 

CSADD is a peer to peer mentorship program aimed to 
guide Sailors away from making poor and destructive 
decisions by providing them with positive and dynamic 
training and to show Sailors how to make quick positive 
decisions and put their training to use in moments of high 
stress and peer pressure. CSADD does this through 
mentorship, events, posters, and videos. 

Safety is one of the key areas of the 21st Century Sailor 
and Marine initiative which consolidates a set of objectives 
and policies, new and existing, to maximize Sailor and Marine 
personal readiness, build resiliency and hone the most combat-
effective force in the history of the Department. 

To learn more about CSADD, visit 
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Coalition-of-Sailors-Against-
Destructive-Decisions-CSADD/299642495316. 
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FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
24. Navy: The Cruisers Must Go, That Others May Stay 
(DOD BUZZ 22 MAR 12) ... Philip Ewing 

The Navy’s proposal to decommission seven Aegis 
cruisers was “an extremely difficult choice for us to make,” 
but it must be done to protect what the Navy calls the 
“wholeness” of the rest of its fleet, top commanders told 
Congress Thursday. 

Navy logistics and readiness boss Vice Adm. Bill Burke 
told a House Armed Services Committee panel that the surface 
force is banking on the money and Sailors it would save from 
the ships going away — along with its now-fully funded 
request for ship maintenance — to help continue to dig the 
fleet out of its longstanding readiness problems. 

“The cruiser retirements were an extremely difficult 
choice for us to make, but our goal was to balance readiness, 

procurment and the personnel priorities within our budget 
controls to still meet global force management and avoid a 
hollow force,” Burke said. 

The Navy can free up about $4 billion by not keeping the 
ships, he said, even though they have 10 or even 15 years of 
life left — and the Navy’s recent top goal has been squeezing 
the most good from everything in today’s fleet. The ships need 
comprehensive upgrades and they’re suffering from the 
infamous cracks in their aluminum superstructures, so Burke 
said the brass had to swallow hard and let them go. 

He’s not kidding: Although Secretary Panetta and other 
DoD-level officials have pooh-poohed the “older, less-
capable” cruisers, these ships have long commanded a special 
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status in the surface force. When certain kinds of Navy 
officers at desks in the Pentagon close their eyes for a moment 
of pause, they picture themselves on the bridge of a cruiser as 
the ship turns at high speed on a sunny afternoon off Southern 
California. 

Virginia Republican Rep. Randy Forbes, who chaired 
Thursday’s hearing, wants that daydream to remain a reality 
for six of the seven ships slated to go away. (We’ll get to the 
seventh in a moment.) He said his committee staff has 
calculated that it would cost about $592 million in FY 13 and 
$859 million in FY 14 to upgrade the six ships and keep them 
around for the rest of their service lives. Compare that against 
more than $2 billion for a single new destroyer and it seems 
like a no-brainer, he argued. 

Maybe, Burke said, but he said Forbes’ estimates didn’t 
cover the cost of operating the ships, or fielding helicopters 
with them, and said the bottom line was this: With seven 
fewer cruisers and fully funded maintenance budgets, the 
surface Navy could finally slay the readiness and maintenance 
demons that have been plaguing it for the past decade. He and 
Naval Sea Systems Command boss Vice Adm. Kevin McCoy 
said the fleet is turning the corner on its readiness problem, 
and deviating from the latest plans could throw a monkey 
wrench into that effort. 

“It was a terribly difficult choice,” Burke said. “We didn’t 
want to make it. But in order to maintain readiness of all the 
forces we chose to decrement our Navy by a couple [of 
cruisers] … If we didn’t do this, if we kept too many, we’d be 
under-maintaining all of them and we’d end up down the road 
having a bigger problem than we have today.” 

As for the seventh ship, Thursday’s hearing made clear 
that the poor cruiser USS Port Royal is a goner no matter 
what. Forbes’ estimates deliberately excluded the cost to 
upgrade it, and none of the Navy witnesses seemed to even 
consider keeping it around past its scheduled mothball date 
next year. The Port Royal ran hard aground off Honolulu in 
2009 and its repairs cost the Navy tens of millions of dollars, 
but by all accounts, the ship has never been the same. As it sat 
stuck on the coral reef, the tide rocked and shook the cruiser 
and all of its onboard equipment, damaging it more than might 
have initially been apparent. The Port Royal eventually 
returned to service, but the Navy’s mothball decision and 
Thursday’s hearing apparently confirmed the brass wants to 
just cut its losses. 

The sad twist for the surface Navy — taking Burke and 
McCoy at their word that it’s turning the corner — is that even 
a smaller, better-maintained fleet still falls far short of the oft-
discussed “demand signal” from the combatant commanders. 
Under questioning from Forbes, Burke said that it would take 
a fleet of 500 ships to meet the “demand” from the various 
military areas of operation around the world. If everything 
goes the Navy’s way, it hopes to build a fleet of 300 ships by 
2019. 

So it’s the old standoff: Will Congress ultimately force 
service officials to keep ships they don’t want, having 
absorbed — in this case — the Navy’s years of arguments that 
“quantity is a capability all its own?” As we saw this week, 
lawmakers have asked the Pentagon not to implement any of 
its planned changes until the Hill gives its go-ahead, so there 
may be still more talk of keeping these once-prized warships 
the Navy says must go. 
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25. LCS Likely To Keep Dual Combat Systems For Current Build 
(DEFENSE DAILY 23 MAR 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

Any decision to employ a single combat system on both 
variants of the Littoral Combat Ship (LCS) most likely won't 
apply to the current production plans for the first 24 vessels, 
Rear Adm. James Murdoch, the LCS program executive 
officer, said this week. 

The LCS comes in two hull designs based on the first two 
ships of the class, the Lockheed Martin-built USS Freedom 
(LCS 1) and Austal USA's USS Independence (LCS 2), and 
each operate separate combat systems. 

Murdoch said introducing a common system on both 
ships would require some re-engineering and upfront 
investment that would have to be justified based on the cost 
savings of a single system over the long run. 

"There has to be a business case for that," Murdoch said. 
"It's going to cost this investment up front and we might not 
choose to make that investment because it might make more 
sense under a business case to continue doing what we were 
doing." 

Some congressional lawmakers have criticized the Navy 
for buying two designs in a class of ships intended to perform 
the same missions, but the Navy maintains doing so helps 
maintain competition between two shipbuilding yards to keep 
prices down. 

Murdoch did not rule out the possibility of moving to a 
single combat system for both variants on the current block 

buy of 20 ships--10 from each manufacturer--but said such a 
scenario is unlikely. 

"It's easiest to do it after the block," he said. "But if there 
is a compelling case for something, we could do during the 
block." 

The Navy plans to procure an additional 31 LCSs beyond 
the ones already under contract, for a total of 55. The service 
has also kept open the option of going to a single hull design 
for the remainder of the ships. 

LCS Remote Minehunting System A Challenge For 
Crew, PEO Says 

While recent tests of the mine countermeasures (MCM) 
mission module aboard a Littoral Combat Ship (LCS) were 
successful, they also identified challenges that need to be 
overcome, particularly with the unmanned system designed to 
hunt for mines, Rear Adm. James Murdoch, the executive 
officer for the LCS program, said. 

The Navy deployed a MCM module aboard the USS 
Independence (LCS 2) for training and testing that began in 
January and lasted into March out of Panama City, Fla. Now, 
the Navy is evaluating the results to re-examine the procedures 
and training involved in operating the MCM package. 

"My primary interest in learning from what we've learned 
over the last couple of months is how do I get the procedures 
right, how do I get the training right, so that this very complex 
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operation becomes routine," Murdoch said in an interview 
with Defense Daily this week. 

In addition to consisting of helicopters carrying sonar 
mine detectors and neutralizers, the module for LCS is 
designed to deploy the Lockheed Martin -produced Remote 
Multi-Mission Vehicle (RMMV). 

The RMMV tows the AN/AQS-20A mine hunting sonar 
to detect, classify and locate mines. After returning to the ship, 
it downloads the data so the mine could be subsequently 
neutralized. The Navy eventually wants the RMMV to be 
capable of transmitting the data in real time. But, for now, 
Murdoch said he is working to streamline the system to make 
it easier to use for Sailors after the recent tests showed the new 
technology has proven to be a challenge. 

"This is completely new ground for the crew--absolutely 
the most challenging thing," Murdoch said. 

Murdoch said the 15-member module crew must run 
through a long list of check items before launching the 
RMMV because of the complexities of operating an 

unmanned system, which would be difficult to recover if it 
encountered technical problems. 

"What we found is that you have got to think differently 
when you have unmanned vehicles, and you have to think 
differently with a very small crew," he said. "You just don't 
have some of the alternatives that you might have on a ship 
with a larger crew." 

He added: "There is nobody on board (the RMMV) to fix 
it if you have a problem." 

The LCS class comes in two variants, the Independence 
design built by Austal USA, and the Freedom variant built by 
Lockheed Martin. 

The vessels operate with smaller crews than traditional 
Navy warships and are intended to carry three mission 
packages that can be swapped in and out of the ships. In 
addition to MCM, LCSs will be capable of deploying modules 
for surface warfare and anti-submarine warfare (ASW). 

Initial operational capability (IOC) for the MCM and 
surface packages is scheduled for 2014, with ASW set to hit 
IOC in 2017. 
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26. Navy’s Tiniest Warships Could Lead Assault On Iran 
(WIRED 22 MAR 12) ... David Axe 

If the U.S. Navy goes to war against Iran, its tiniest ships 
could play the biggest role. Diminutive minesweepers and 
coastal patrol boats are being upgraded, rearmed and pushed 
to the maritime front line in the Persian Gulf. Which is kind of 
ironic: the bigger-is-better Navy has been trying to get rid of 
the warships for years. 

Small ships have never really been the Navy’s thing. 
Tasked with deploying all over the world, far from its U.S. 
shipyards, the Navy prefers big vessels capable of carrying 
lots of fuel and supplies and taking a beating on long ocean 
crossings. The average size of an American destroyer has 
more than doubled since the early 1990s, now tipping the 
scales at 9,000 tons displacement. 

But small ships have an edge in certain situations. For 
one, they can safely sail in shallow waters and get closer to an 
enemy’s coastline. These advantages didn’t stop the Navy 
from planning to replace a few dozen patrol boats and 
minesweepers, each weighing in at just 1,000 tons, with 
Littoral Combat Ships that were three times the weight. Over 
the years the Navy gave away several of its patrol boats to the 
Philippines and the Coast Guard. In 2006 and 2007 the sailing 
branch decommissioned half its minesweepers, even though 
they were barely 10 years old. The remaining small ships 
weren’t expected to stick around much longer. 

But LCS has been delayed by mismanagement, cost 
overruns and design problems, sparing the tiny vessels for the 
time being. The Navy should count itself lucky. The small 
ships it was trying to replace are now getting new weapons 
and sensors for a potential fight against Iran. 

Iran has developed “swarm” tactics using large numbers 
of speedboats or drones to overwhelm ships’ defenses. Cheap, 
powerful underwater mines are another of Tehran’s favorite 
weapons. The Navy decided its 13 Cyclone-class patrol boats 

and 14 Avenger-class minesweepers were the best 
countermeasures. 

Under a crash program valued at $4 million, the Cyclones 
— five of which are permanently stationed in Bahrain — are 
getting a new laser targeting system for their twin 25-
millimeter cannons. The Mk-38 laser kit gives the “high-
precision accuracy against surface and air targets such as small 
boats and unmanned aerial system,” according to contractor 
BAE Systems. 

Four Avengers are in Bahrain, with another four on the 
way. They’re getting new mine-neutralizing robots for Iran 
duty. 

In a sense, the surge of small warships is the belated 
fulfillment of a long-abandoned vision for the future fleet. 
Theory, war games and formal studies in the late 1990s 
supported a major expansion of the Navy’s small-ship fleet. 
Vice Adm. Art Cebrowski, head of the Naval War College, 
recommended the Navy develop a heavily-armed, 1,000-ton 
warship he called “Streetfighter.” 

“These smaller, more single-purpose warships are the 
capital ships of a 21st-century fleet,” said Wayne Hughes, a 
retired Navy captain teaching at the Naval Postgraduate 
School. 

But “Big Navy” hated the idea of small ships taking 
funding that could be used for larger vessels. The Streetfighter 
concept got hijacked and corrupted. It ballooned into the 
current Littoral Combat Ship, which is three times the size of 
Streetfighter. 

It’s not clear whether the small-ship surge in Iran 
represents a permanent change in the Navy’s attitude toward 
the tiny combatants. Once the Iran crisis has passed, the Navy 
could shift right back into its big-ship mindset. 

Return to Index 
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27. Navy Readies For Training With First P-8A 
(AVIATION WEEK 22 MAR 12) ... Guy Norris 

LOS ANGELES -- In the troubled world of defense 
acquisition, the U.S. Navy’s Boeing P-8A Poseidon maritime 
patrol aircraft shines as a rare example of a program that 
appears to be broadly staying on both schedule and cost. 

After a slow start, test and development aircraft are 
racking up flight hours and the first production aircraft was 
delivered to NAS Jacksonville, Fla., on March 5, opening the 
way for the start of fleet training. 

Against this positive background, program officials have 
therefore been quick to reassure observers that the P-8A 
remains on track despite warnings of potential slippage issued 
by the Pentagon’s director of operational test and evaluation 
(DOT&E) in its fiscal 2011 report. Published in December, the 
document outlines potential risk issues with software and 
flight-envelope clearances that may hold up the start of initial 
operational test and evaluation (IOT&E), scheduled for June. 

“We’re 95% complete on system development and 
demonstration (SDD),” says Chuck Dabundo, Boeing vice 
president and P-8 program manager. The original SDD 
contract covered the construction and testing of six flight-test 
and two ground-test aircraft. The first three flight-test P-8As—
along with two production-representative, operational test 
aircraft—are at NAS Patuxent River, Md. “We’re chipping 
away at the developmental test part of the flight-test program,” 
says Dabundo, who adds that the program is on track to 
conduct IOT&E “from June to August.” 

This testing “will be done by the operational test aircraft, 
and the one back here in Seattle that will go back in the 
summer,” says Dabundo. That particular P-8A is in the 
Northwest after completing icing tests in February. “We went 
as far north as Alaska, south to California and east to 
Nebraska. We have different ‘bumps’ but the biggest 
difference is the weapons pylons on the wings. The envelope 
was cleared to enable IOT&E, and there were no surprises.” 

The first P-8A, T-1, is used for airworthiness testing and 
is “going through envelope expansion” to increase bank-angle 
capability beyond the previous maneuvering limit of 48 deg., 
says Dabundo. The report says, “To fly operationally realistic 
tactics during anti-submarine warfare missions, the aircraft 
will have to fly maneuvers that require a bank angle of 53 deg. 
The P-8A full-flight envelope should be cleared to conduct ... 
realistic missions and maneuvering flight profiles during the 
IOT&E.” Work to achieve this is “all progressing,” he says. 

The P-8A Integrated Test Team also unearthed a variety 
of system software problems that continue to concern the 
DOT&E. The issues are categorized into Priority 1 and 2, in 
which Priority 1 software problems “prevent a mission-
essential capability from being performed.” Priority 2 issues 
“affect mission-essential capabilities, and there is no 
acceptable workaround for these problems on board the P-
8A.” In addition, “reliability is currently below the system 
requirement due to discovery of software problems in the 
mission systems, such as the acoustic system, that prevent 
essential capabilities of the system.” 

However, the report acknowledges that more than 90% of 
the software problems have been closed, and Dabundo says 
that “we’ve got a ‘burn-down’ curve, and we are tracking to 
about where we need to be. We are tracking well to the plan 
we laid out.” 

The program’s static test airframe, S-1, completed 
evaluation in early 2011; S-2, the fatigue test unit, is expected 
to begin tests in the fourth quarter. S-1 is destined for live-fire 
trials, but was first briefly diverted to help with tests of the 
Advanced Airborne Sensor (AAS) program. This Raytheon 
radar is being developed for the P-8A as a follow-on to the 
once-classified APS-149 Littoral Surveillance Radar System. 

The report expresses concern that the Navy’s decision to 
prioritize S-1 for AAS causes “significant risk in completing 
(live-fire tests) prior to full-rate production.” However, 
Dabundo says this “is not a factor” and notes that Boeing is 
now disassembling S-1 in readiness for the start of live-fire 
tests later this year. 

The second of 13 low-rate initial production P-8As is 
undergoing mission systems installation at the Thompson Site 
at Boeing Field before handover in midyear. First delivery 
comes as the first operational flight and weapons tactics 
trainers—both developed by Boeing, the Naval Air Warfare 
Center Training Systems Div. in Orlando, Fla., and the Naval 
Aviation Training Systems program office—complete set-up 
in the P-8A Integrated Training Center at NAS Jacksonville. 
Despite recent budget changes, the Navy is still expected to 
take 117 P-8As as replacements for the P-3 Orion, with 
IOT&E slated to start in midyear and entry into service in 
2013. Boeing is also testing the first of eight P-8Is for the 
Indian navy and is in talks with the Australian navy over an 
additional order. 
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28. Navy Lab Researches Cutting-Edge Technologies In Ocean, Rain Forest — Without Leaving The 
Office 

(FEDERAL NEWS RADIO 22 MAR 12) ... Jack Moore 
The Navy opened the doors last week on a new laboratory 

tasked with cutting-edge research on robotics and unmanned 
systems. 

And befitting its science-fiction-like focus, the Laboratory 
for Autonomous Systems Research, located at the Naval 
Research Laboratory's main Washington, D.C.site, houses its 
own state-of-the-art facilities. 

The lab contains a greenhouse that recreates a southeast 
Asian rain forest, a a 45-by-25-foot pool used to generate 

directional waves and a facility that replicates desert 
conditions. 

Alan Schultz, the director of the new lab, told In Depth 
with Francis Rose the emphasis on autonomy in unmanned 
systems — such as drones — is a new development. 

Most of the military's current "unmanned" systems are 
actually tele-operated, Schultz said, meaning a person is 
actually controlling the system, usually at some remove. 

In contrast, "By autonomous," he said, "we mean that 
these systems actually have some initiative, can actually do a 
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certain amount of the work themselves without constantly 
being told what to do." 

Simulated Environments Save Money 
The lab's state-of-the-art environmental bays, which 

mimic a number of real-life climes, actually save money in 
research and development. Researchers don't have to leave the 
office to test out new systems in life-like conditions, Schultz 
said. 

"This helps save the cost of going out to the field every 
time we want to test something," he added. 

In the littoral bay, the large pool — or as Schultz 
described it, "small ocean," — comes complete with a 
simulated beachfront and is used to research small underwater 
vehicles engineered to operate as fish do. 

"They actually have pectoral fins, which give good 
manueverability at low speeds or in surf environments," 
Schultz said. 

Navy scientists have also developed the ability to generate 
electricity from microbial activity on the sea floor, Schultz 
said, essentially creating a series of sensors with a limitless 
power supply. 

The Naval lab has long been working on futuristic 
projects, Schultz said. The lab was originally the brainchild of 
celebrated inventor Thomas Edison. 

The building is staffed by Schultz and three other 
employees. But the facility is open to entirety of the Naval 
Research Laboratory to work on specific projects. 

"The building gives all these scientists a chance to come 
together and work together in a group to solve bigger 
problems," Schultz said. "So, they can start integrating 
between sensors, power and energy, the algorithms, the 
platforms." 

Listen to Audio (RT: 6:09) 
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29. Ground Robots Storm San Diego 
New surveillance "Throwbot" for Marines exhibited at conference 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 22 MAR 12) ... Gretel C. Kovach 

Marines stacked against a doorway in combat will soon 
have a powerful pint-sized new tool to help them see what’s 
on the other side. With a toss of a 1.2-pound robot shaped like 
a dumbbell and a few flicks of the remote control steering 
device, the Recon Scout XT can look around the room and 
transmit images to the fire team waiting outside. 

The surveillance micro robot made by ReconRobotics 
was purchased for the Marine Corps and Army recently. It is 
also used by San Diego police and sheriff tactical teams and 
nearly 400 other law enforcement agencies, a company 
spokesman said. 

Recon Scout XT is one in an arsenal of new devices and 
technologies developed for military and law enforcement 
agencies on display this week in San Diego, at the Ground 
Robotics Capabilities conference and exhibition. The National 
Defense Industrial Association event was organized with the 
support of the Office of the Secretary of Defense, Joint 
Ground Robotics Enterprise. 

Opening statements for the two-day conference at the 
Sheraton San Diego were Thursday. Many of the heaviest 
hitters in the field of unmanned ground vehicles and robotics 
technology are attending, from government developers like 
SPAWAR Systems Center Pacific and the Pentagon’s Joint 
IED Defeat Organization, to industry pioneers such as iRobot 
and academic spin-offs like RE2, which is affiliated with 
Carnegie-Mellon University's National Robotics Engineering 
Center. 

Ground robots scheduled for demonstration Thursday 
included: 

 Mesa Technologies’ Acer, a mid-sized robot that 
looks like a small bulldozer. 

 Gamma Two Robotics’ security robot, which can 
patrol a parking garage and other populated areas. 

 SoarTech natural human-robot interaction software, 
with the University of Michigan MAGIC competition 

mini bots – designed to recognize each other and 
their human operators. 

 Macro USA’s Armadillo, a “man-packable” ground 
robot weighing a little more than five pounds. 

The Marine Corps and Army is interested in the XT 
“Throwbot” because it is small enough to carry in a chest rig 
and can be hurled by hand more than 100 feet. Besides 
peeking into potentially hostile rooms and on top of roofs, in 
darkness and light, another prime use will be investigation of 
potential roadside bombs. 

The military has used larger ground robots and aerial 
drones extensively in the last decade to reconnoiter explosives 
and hostile areas. Since 2005, 761 lives have been saved when 
robots were destroyed, according to the Marine and Army 
Robotic Systems Joint Project Office. 

The joint program office ordered 126 of the XT microbot 
kits for the Corps this month, a $1.7 million purchase. Last 
month ReconRobotics was awarded a $13.9 million contract 
for 1,100 for the Army. 

"The XT is sublimely small, simple and durable, and it 
has been proven to provide tremendous lifesaving capability 
without materially increasing the soldier’s burden,” said 
Ernest Langdon, a Marine veteran who is director of military 
programs for ReconRobotics. 

The Marine Corps has decided that this is the system of 
choice for a truly throw-able robot, said Barbara Hamby, a 
spokeswoman for Marine Corps Systems Command. Other 
robots that are too heavy to launch by hand but still light 
enough to carry on foot patrol are also being considered for 
purchase. 

ReconRobotics, of Edina, Minn., was formed in 2006 to 
commercialize robotics technology developed at the 
University of Minnesota Distributed Robotics Laboratory with 
funding from the Defense Advanced Research Projects 
Agency. 

Return to Index 
 
 



 25

BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
30. NAVSUP FLC Pearl Harbor Earns Top SECNAV Environmental Award 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 22 MAR 12) ... James Murray, NAVSUP Fleet Logistics Center Pearl Harbor 

PEARL HARBOR, Hawaii -- NAVSUP Fleet Logistics 
Center (FLC) Pearl Harbor won the Secretary of the Navy 
Environmental Award for Environmental Quality March 20. 

Last month, NAVSUP FLC Pearl Harbor also won the 
"Environmental Quality, Individual or Team" category for the 
Chief of Naval Operations (CNO) while NAVSUP FLC Puget 
Sound won in the "Natural Resources Conservation, Small 
Installation" category of the CNO environmental award 
program. 

NAVSUP FLC Pearl Harbor's Environmental Quality 
Team was organized by their fuel department director and 
remains an achievement in environmental compliance and 
sustainment. 

FLC Pearl Harbor's environmental initiatives reach to all 
corners of the command. Accomplishments include: reducing 
hazardous material waste through the Consolidated Hazardous 
Material Reutilization and Inventory Management Program 
(CHRIMP), which provides cradle-to-grave hazardous 
material management; reclaiming off-specification fuel rather 
than disposing of it and then partnering with the Defense 

Logistics Agency for resale of the fuel; coordinating 
construction and deconstruction project efforts to ensure 
recycling elements are included in plans; coordinating and 
exercising a "worst-case" fuel discharge exercise in 
partnership with Commander Navy Region Hawaii; and even 
replacing command incandescent light sources with high-
efficiency fluorescent lamps. 

"We have had great initiatives and we continue to 
encourage everyone in the command to get involved," said 
NAVSUP FLC Pearl Harbor Fuel Director Lt. Cmdr. Angela 
Watson. "Instilling an environmental focus within the 
workplace encourages environmental best practices at home as 
well." 

Fuel Department Deputy Director Scott Hedrick agreed, 
"FLC Pearl Harbor's program sets high standards for 
stewardship and hopes to instill an environmental ethic as part 
of our vision," he said. 

The SECNAV awards are scheduled to be presented June 
5 in Washington D.C. 
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31. Navy Historic Preservation 
(KHON FOX HONOLULU 22 MAR 12) 

WakeUp 2Day interviewed Ellyn Goldkind, of the 
Historic Preservation Team at Joint Base Pearl Harbor 
Hickam. 

Earlier this month, Joint Base Pearl Harbor Hickam was 
recognized by the chief of naval operations, earning the 
installation award for cultural resources management. 

The Historic Preservation Team partners with several 
regional and national agencies to support the Navy mission 
while maintaining the Navy’s heritage. 

View Clip (RT: 3:24) 
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32. U.S. To Expand Marine Bases In W. Pacific 
(YOMIURI SHIMBUN (JAPAN) 22 MAR 12) 

The United States plans to spread bases of its Marine Air-
Ground Task Force (MAGTF) to a total of three locations in 
the western Pacific as part of the review of the realignment of 
U.S. forces in Japan. 

According to sources, U.S. government officials have 
proposed to their Japanese counterparts that the realignment of 
the Marine Corps' MAGTF, which is currently located only in 
Okinawa Prefecture, will also be sent to Guam and Darwin, 
Australia, as part of the realignment plan. 

The MAGTF is a basic component of the U.S. Marine 
Corps that has a high-level of readiness in an emergency. It 
comprises a command center, ground combat units, air combat 
units and logistic support units. 

The United States aims to boost its deterrence by 
increasing bases near the ocean around China, which is 
currently strengthening its maritime presence. This area 
includes the East China Sea and the South China Sea. 

The U.S. plan to deploy the MAGTF outside of Okinawa 
Prefecture was revealed by sources close to both the U.S. and 
Japanese governments. 

U.S. Marine Corps' presence in Okinawa Prefecture 
mainly comprises the MAGTF's 3rd Marine Expeditionary 

Force. Consisting of about 18,000 to 21,000 personnel, it is 
the largest MAGTF outside the U.S. mainland. 

Under a 2006 Japan-U.S. agreement, 8,000 members of 
the force's command and logistic units would be moved to 
Guam, while the remaining 10,000 personnel, mostly from 
combat units, would remain in Okinawa Prefecture. 

In reviewing the realignment plan of U.S. forces stationed 
in Japan, the United States lowered the number of marines to 
be moved to Guam to 4,700. 

The U.S. government has told Japan that 10,000 members 
of the 3rd expeditionary force's command center and the 
MAGTF's 31st Marine Expeditionary Unit, a main combat 
unit with about 2,200 members, will remain in Okinawa 
Prefecture. 

To reduce the burden on Okinawa, the remaining troops 
will be sent to the U.S. mainland and Hawaii. 

The U.S. government also said an option is to use the 
MAGTF's smallest expeditionary units for new troop 
deployments in Guam and Darwin. 

Under the plan, marines will be permanently stationed in 
Guam, and about 2,500 from the U.S. mainland will be 
stationed in Darwin for six-month rotations. 
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The marines in Okinawa Prefecture will be responsible 
for northeast Asia, including the Korean Peninsula and the 
East China Sea. Those stationed in Guam will be in charge of 
the entire western Pacific, while troops in Darwin will be 
responsible for the South China Sea and the Indian Ocean. 

China's strategy in the western Pacific is to prevent the 
advance of U.S. forces, and in particular, the deployment of its 
aircraft carriers. 

China is boosting its military in the western Pacific by 
building its own aircraft carriers and developing antiship 
ballistic missiles. 

When the U.S. Joint Chiefs of Staff announced a joint 
operational access concept in January, it pointed out 
strengthening and diversifying frontline bases is necessary to 
ensure enemies face difficulty in selecting targets. 

The plan to spread MAGTF units throughout the western 
Pacific is an attempt to follow this strategy. 

The U.S. government officials have told their Japanese 
counterparts that expanding the location of MAGTF bases will 
improve the capability of these forces to cope with large-scale 
natural disasters in the region. 

As part of efforts to contain China, the U.S. government 
also plans to train marines in the Philippines, and deploy its 
most advanced warships in Singapore. 

Japanese government officials praised the U.S. plan. A 
senior Defense Ministry official said, "Deterrent power 
throughout the entire western Pacific will be stronger." 

The U.S. Marine Corps is made up of marine 
expeditionary forces with 20,000 to 90,000 personnel; 
expeditionary brigades with 3,000 to 20,000; and 
expeditionary forces with 1,500 to 3,000. 

Depending on their size, these groups are capable of 
continuous combat missions for 15 to 60 days without 
assistance from other forces. 
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33. Release Of Buildup Funds Awaits Completion Of Talks, Reports 
(GUAM PACIFIC DAILY NEWS 23 MAR 12) ... Brett Kelman 

A Navy official yesterday said the Department of Defense 
will provide reports needed to unlock buildup funding when 
ongoing planning discussions with Japan are complete. 

Jackalyne Pfannenstiel, an assistant secretary of the Navy, 
told members of the U.S. Senate the discussions will solidify 
the numbers and timeframe for a Marine shift to Guam. With 
those details, the military will be able to get the Senate the 
information it requires to unlock buildup funding, Pfannenstiel 
said. 

"Those discussions are happening virtually as we speak. 
As that gets resolved, it will allow us to put together the 
master plan... We understand that that is necessary." 

Pfannenstiel was speaking to Sen. Clare McCaskill, a 
Democrat from Missouri, during a meeting of a portion of the 
Armed Services Committee. 

McCaskill backed the position of several other powerful 
lawmakers -- Sens. John McCain, Jim Webb and Carl Levin -- 
who have spearheaded efforts to lock buildup funding until 
more details are provided to justify spending. 

According to Pacific Daily News files, the Senate is 
waiting for a Marine Corps preferred plan to distribute troops 
across the Pacific, a buildup master plan, an independent audit 
of troops in the Pacific and a coordinated federal agency plan 
on infrastructure improvements. 

"Just so everyone is crystal clear, we don't want to go to 
the road (without the reports)," McCaskill said. "We don't 
want to even begin to go down the road until we are sure 
where the road is going to lead in the end. That's why we will 
continue to hold the line on any authorization for funds for any 

of those purposes until those requirements are met. I think this 
committee will remain steadfast in that resolve." 

Planned Spending 
If the buildup funding freeze remains intact, it could 

interfere with a large amount of military spending planned for 
fiscal 2013. 

The Defense Department has asked for more than $190 
million in military construction funding on Guam. About $140 
million of that is for civilian infrastructure upgrades. Of that 
money, more than $100 million would pay for civilian water 
and wastewater upgrades, which are needed if the island is 
going to absorb a population boom. 

Infrastructure funding is essential if Guam is to be ready 
for the buildup, said Simon Sanchez, chairman of the 
Consolidated Committee on Utilities, so the Senate should 
stop resisting funding projects that are inevitable. 

"Whether we're talking about 'buildup one' or 'buildup 
light,' there are impacts to these infrastructures that are going 
to occur... And money for that impact still needs to come from 
DOD, whatever the new buildup becomes." 

Change Of Plans? 
The United States and Japan had discussed a plan to 

reduce the number of Marines being relocated from Okinawa 
to Guam from 8,600 to about 4,700, of whom some will be on 
rotational duty. The Yomiuri Shimbun reported yesterday the 
talks had shifted the buildup again toward sending 4,700 
permanently stationed -- rather than rotational -- Marines, but 
the report is anonymously sourced and it hasn't been 
independently confirmed. 
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NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
34. Bill Altering DoD Sequestration Cuts Heads To House Floor 
(DEFENSE DAILY 23 MAR 12) ... Emelie Rutherford 

House Speaker John Boehner (R-Ohio) predicted 
yesterday the House will pass a budget blueprint that would 
shield the Pentagon from so-called sequestration spending cuts 
over the next decade. 

The House Budget Committee narrowly passed a fiscal 
year 2013 budget resolution Wednesday night for the entire 
federal budget that calls for altering plans for $1.2 million in 
sequestration cuts, $500 million of which would come from 
planned defense spending. 
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The House resolution, dubbed The Path to Prosperity by 
committee Chairman Paul Ryan (R-Wis.), would direct six 
congressional committees to find $261 billion in savings over 
the next 10 years to lessen the sequestration impact to the 
military. Those cuts are due to start in January because the 
Budget Control Act of 2011 says if a special committee of 
lawmakers failed, as it did, to find $1.2 trillion government-
wide cuts, the politically unpopular sequestration cuts would 
start in January 2013. 

"This budget reprioritizes sequester savings to focus on 
the problem, which is government spending, and to protect 
national security from deep and indiscriminate cuts," Ryan's 
99-page plan says. 

The House resolution will serve as a framework for the 
House Armed Services Committee and House Appropriations 
Defense subcommittee when they craft their two Pentagon 
budget bills this year. Democrats controlling the Senate, 
though, do not plan to pass a corresponding budget resolution 
in their chamber this year. 

Boehner told reporters yesterday he hopes the House 
Budget Committee's resolution will pass the full chamber. A 
vote is expected next week. 

"I'm confident...that we'll have the votes," he said. His 
comments came a day after the House panel concluded its 
markup of the massive resolution and passed it by a close 19-
18 vote. The budget blueprint aims to end the federal deficit 
by 2040 through significant tax and entitlement reforms. 
House Democrats have vehemently opposed the non-binding 
measure. 

House Armed Services Committee Chairman Howard 
"Buck" McKeon (R-Calif.), a staunch opponent of the 
sequestration cuts, hailed the version of the House resolution 
Ryan released Tuesday before the markup. 

"Chairman Ryan's approach is consistent with my call to 
avert sequestration and rebuild our military," McKeon said. "I 
look forward to working with him to achieve a responsible 
federal budget that funds an effective military capable of 
meeting the threats America faces." 

The House Budget Committee's plan calls for setting the 
fiscal year 2013 defense budget at $554 billion--more than 
what is dictated by the Budget Control Act. 
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35. Military's Unfunded-Priorities Lists Could Disappear Amid Fiscal Crunch 
(INSIDE DEFENSE 21 MAR 12) ... Christopher J. Castelli 

The armed services are having second thoughts about the 
annual ritual of listing for lawmakers key projects not included 
in the president's budget request, a practice that last year 
produced a tally exceeding $1 billion. 

The Army abstained from the process last year under the 
leadership of then-Chief of Staff Gen. Martin Dempsey, now 
the chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. But the other 
services and U.S. Special Operations Command all provided 
unfunded-priorities lists for fiscal year 2012 in response to the 
customary request from the ranking member on the House 
Armed Services Committee, Rep. Adam Smith (D-WA). 

On Feb. 17, Smith sent new letters to the service chiefs 
requesting lists for FY-13. "It is vital that Congress evaluate 
the resourcing of actual needs as it performs its constitutional 
duty to provide for the armed services of the United States," 
Smith writes. "All military requirements must be given close 
congressional scrutiny and evaluated thoroughly to determine 
their true necessity." 

Noting the Defense Department's FY-13 budget 
submission "might not include funding for specific needs 
deemed essential" by the defense secretary and the military 
service in question, each letter asks whether there are any 
pressing needs for carrying out DOD's new strategic guidance 
that are "not reflected in the budget request." A spokeswoman 
for the congressman said Smith had not yet received any 
responses. 

But military officials told Inside the Pentagon this week 
the armed services are thinking twice about, and in some cases 
ruling out, providing lawmakers with the sort of lists seen in 
past years. 

"The Air Force supports the president's budget and is not 
sending an unfunded-priorities list to the Hill," said Air Force 
spokeswoman Jennifer Cassidy. Last year, the Air Force 
identified unfunded needs totaling $123.7 million. 

Navy spokeswoman Lt. Courtney Hillson said the Navy 
had not decided whether to send an unfunded-priorities list to 
Capitol Hill and would decide within the next week. Last year, 
the Navy identified unfunded needs totaling $684 million, the 
most of all the services. 

Army spokesman Maj. Christopher Kasker avoided the 
question of whether the Army would submit such a list. "We 
are working closely with our senior leaders to resource our 
Army," he said without elaborating. Last year, Dempsey told 
Smith the Army had no unfunded needs. 

And Lt. Col. Joseph Plenzler, a spokesman for the Marine 
Corps commandant, did not respond to a request to comment 
by press time (March 21). Last year, the Marine Corps listed 
unfunded needs totaling $226.5 million. 

Among the recipients of Smith's latest letters, only U.S. 
Special Operations Command said it planned to provide an 
FY-13 unfunded-priorities list. "SOCOM will submit a list," 
said command spokesman Ken McGraw. Last year, SOCOM 
cited unfunded needs worth $135.1 million. 

Pentagon spokeswoman Lt. Col. Elizabeth Robbins said 
the Office of the Secretary of Defense did not provide 
guidance this year to the services and SOCOM barring the 
submission of unfunded-priorities lists to Congress. "N o, the 
secretary asked that he be briefed before the lists are submitted 
to Congress," Robbins said. 

But this is no ordinary year for the defense budget. The 
Pentagon, already grappling with cuts worth hundreds of 
billions of dollars over the next decade, is also staring down 
the prospect of sequestration under the Budget Control Act, 
which would roughly double the amount of cuts facing the 
department and force DOD to rethink its security strategy and 
long-term investment plans. 

And on Jan. 5, President Obama made an unprecedented 
trip to the Pentagon briefing room, stood alongside service 
leaders and defended the Pentagon's new budget blueprint, 
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which boosts investments in select areas such as special 
operations and cyberwarfare, but makes cuts in other s. 

"Some will no doubt say that the spending reductions are 
too big; others will say that they're too small," Obama said. "It 
will be easy to take issue with a particular change in a 
particular program. But I'd encourage all of us to remember 
what President Eisenhower once said -- that 'each proposal 
must be weighed in the light of a broader consideration: the 
need to maintain balance in and among national programs.'" 

At the same press briefing, Defense Secretary Leon 
Panetta cautioned against tinkering with DOD's budget 
request. "I'm pleased with the outcome," he said. "It's not 
perfect. There will be people who think it goes too far. Others 

will say it didn't go nearly far enough. That probably makes it 
about right for tod ay. It gives us what we need in this world 
and within this budget to provide the best possible defense for 
our nation at a time of great transition. It prepares us for what 
we anticipate we will need in 2020." 

Pentagon Comptroller Robert Hale later told reporters the 
budget request represents a package of proposals based on 
strategy and good management. "And we very much hope that 
the Congress will enact this package just as that -- as a 
package -- and not start making changes, because once we do, 
I think we'll lose some of the synergies that make it a strong 
package," Hale said at a Feb. 13 press briefing. 
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36. Marines Update Hazing Policy 
(STARS AND STRIPES 23 MAR 12) ... Matthew M. Burke 

SASEBO NAVAL BASE, Japan — In an effort to stamp 
out the “cancer” that is hazing, the Marine Corps has updated 
its hazing policy to include more officer accountability as well 
as information and instruction for those affected, Marine 
officials said this week. 

Gen. James F. Amos, commandant of the Marine Corps, 
ordered an update to the 1997 policy in an attempt to bring the 
Marine Corps in line with Navy guidance and to rein in what 
he called a “leadership issue” following several high-profile 
cases of hazing in the ranks. 

Military leaders were on Capitol Hill on Thursday to 
discuss hazing with members of the House Armed Services 
Committee on Military Personnel. At that hearing, Rep. Judy 
Chu, D-Calif., pleaded for an end to the culture of hazing. 

The new Marine Corps policy now defines hazing as “any 
conduct whereby a military member or members, regardless of 
service or rank, without proper authority causes another 
military member or members to suffer or be exposed to any 
activity which is cruel, abusive, humiliating, oppressive, 
demeaning or harmful.” 

Marines undertake extensive anti-hazing training in boot 
camp, at their specialized schools, and through annual training 
requirements, according to Marine spokesman Capt. Kevin 
Schultz. 

This, however, has not stopped hazing from creeping back 
time and time again like a “cancer,” Amos said. 

“I required all of my general officers, all my commanding 
officers, to immediately put their attention and their leadership 
fingerprints on the matter of hazing to eradicate it,” Amos told 
the Senate Armed Services Committee during a budget 
hearing March 15. “This is a leadership issue. Clearly, I’m not 
happy with it.” 

Amos also sent out a strongly worded statement to all 
Marines. 

“It’s absolutely, without exception, unacceptable behavior 
and if found out, it is my full intention to prosecute it in every 
case,” Amos told the committee. 

In addition to the anti-hazing training, commanding 
officers and officers-in-charge now will be required to ensure 
all personnel are familiar with current policy and to provide 
appropriate annual training. 

The updated policy also includes reporting instructions 
for “substantiated incidents,” hazing examples, and 
information for victims and witnesses, Schultz said. 

No whistle-blower protections were added to the existing 
order because Marines already fall under federal protections, 
according to Schultz. 
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37. Reports Send Mixed Message On Veterans Employment 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 22 MAR 12) ... Kevin Freking 

WASHINGTON — The unemployment rate for military 
veterans of Iraq and Afghanistan has dipped recently after 
months of riding higher than the national average, but some 
analysts caution it's too early to tell if the progress is real or a 
blip. 

The monthly snapshot provided by the federal 
government's February jobs report showed that the 
unemployment rate for veterans of the two wars had dropped 
significantly, to 7.6 percent. That followed a decline in 
January, and last month's number was also lower than the rate 
of 8.3 percent for the population as a whole, a significant shift 
because joblessness among veterans who served in the Gulf 
had run higher than the general rate in recent years. 

"We tend to call a trend a trend and we are starting to see 
what seems like a trend, but we don't want to overstate it and 

say the problem is solved," said James Borbely, an economist 
at the Department of Labor. 

Some analysts say there's good reason for the caution. Ted 
Daywalt, the chief executive officer of a jobs board called 
VetJobs, said he expected the unemployment rate in early 
2012 to drop because fewer guardsmen and reservists were 
returning from the Gulf. 

"They aren't flooding the market as much," Daywalt said. 
"It's a blip." 

The federal government also undertakes a longer-term 
review of unemployment among veterans. That report came 
out Tuesday and presented a more sobering picture of the jobs 
scene for veterans. The report said the unemployment rate for 
those who served in Iraq and Afghanistan averaged 12.1 
percent during 2011, versus 8.7 percent for the overall 
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population and up from 11.5 percent for veterans the year 
before. 

Kevin Schmiegel, who is leading the U.S. Chamber of 
Commerce efforts to find jobs for veterans, said the monthly 
drops cited for January and February seem so different from 
past results that he's skeptical that the jobs picture has 
improved that much. He's putting more stock in the latter 
report, even if the information is more dated. 

"If you look at a whole year, you're going to get a more 
accurate picture than if you look at an individual month," 
Schmiegel said. "I think the data reflect that the picture hasn't 
gotten better." 

Sen. Patty Murray, D-Wash., and chairman of the Senate 
Committee on Veterans' Affairs, said that a 30 percent 
unemployment rate in 2011 for the youngest veterans — those 
ages 18 to 24 — was particularly startling. 

"Clearly, there's significant work ahead, she said. "I think 
getting our veterans jobs has to remain a top priority." 

Congress has already taken some steps to try to help 
veterans find work. It passed a new tax credit worth up to 
$5,600 for employers that hired unemployed veterans. It 
doubled the tax credit for employers that hired disabled 
veterans out of work at least six months, moving it to $9,600. 
Federal agencies have also stepped up the hiring of veterans 
and partnered with the private sector in conducting job fairs. 

Jordan Diminich, 28, a former operations specialist with 
the U.S. Navy, said he appreciates the focus on helping vets 
find work and likens it to fulfilling an obligation. He knows 
that he's the one responsible for whether he gets a job or not, 
but part of the sales pitch that military recruiters made to him 
was that his service would be a "game-changer" when it came 
time to get a job outside the military. That hasn't happened. 
Diminich graduated from New York City's Hunter College in 
January and has been looking for a job in advertising or 
marketing. 

"The government and other organizations should help, but 
most of it falls on you," Diminich said. "I have to be a hard-
charger and make the most out of my interviews." 

Murray said she expects the Obama administration in the 
coming weeks to reveal more details about plans to create a 
new conservation program that would put veterans to work 
rebuilding trails, roads and levees on public lands. Obama also 
called for targeting federal grant money toward those local 
agencies who hire more veterans as police officers and 
firefighters. It's been about six weeks since he announced the 
proposal, but there has been little movement since then on 
Capitol Hill. At a recent hearing, Sen. John Boozman, R-Ark., 
said he was concerned that spending $1 billion to hire veterans 
to tend to federal lands would be a waste of money. 

"I've never heard a veteran express to me that's the route 
they would like to go," Boozman said. 

Murray said the report looking at veterans' unemployment 
for all of 2011 shows that no option should be taken off the 
table at this stage of the debate. 

Over the years, veterans have generally had more success 
finding work than non-veterans, but that has not been the case 
for many of those who served in Iraq and Afghanistan. 

Marvin Wells, who helps connect employers with 
returning guardsmen and reservists in Tennessee, said the 
unemployment rate is still high among the returning soldiers 
that he works with. 

"I haven't seen a change for our returning solders. Two 
years, we had 3,000 come back and it was 25 percent 
(unemployment,)" Wells said. "Today we have 300 come back 
and it's still 25 percent." 

Some analysts say that lengthy deployments for members 
of the National Guard and Reserves have made some 
employers wary of hiring veterans who are still active 
members. 

"You really have to have dedicated employers who see 
the value in hiring a reservist and know what they bring to the 
table and say, 'yeah, they may be gone for 6 to 9 or 12 months, 
but I'm willing to bring someone in temporarily to fill for them 
because I know the quality of person that military experience 
brings to my company,'" Wells said. 

Schmiegel said that the Chamber of Commerce would 
continue to hold job fairs around the county and encourage 
businesses to hire veterans. While some large companies, such 
as Walt Disney Co. and General Electric, have made 
commitments to hire more veterans, he said that it's critical to 
get small businesses more involved in hiring vets. 

Federal agencies are also looking to fill more positions 
with veterans. Veterans make up about 30 percent of the 
workforce at the Department of Veterans Affairs. Secretary 
Eric Shinseki has set a goal to increase that total to 40 percent. 
The Agriculture Department is also looking to hire veterans, 
mostly to fill firefighting and forest management positions. 
The department set a goal of veterans filling at least 17 percent 
of job openings, and it's exceeding that goal, said Secretary 
Tom Vilsack. 

Vilsack said his department also has low-interest loans 
and grants available to veterans who want to start their own 
business or farm. 

"If veterans don't want to work necessarily work for the 
government, they want to work for themselves, we have 
programs at the USDA designed to help folks who are 
dreaming those big dreams," Vilsack said. 
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38. Insanity Defenses Rarely Succeed In U.S. Military Courts 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 22 MAR 12) ... David Lerman and Seth Stern 

The lawyer representing the soldier suspected of killing 
16 Afghan civilians is inviting a protracted fight in the U.S. 
military court system if he mounts a mental-illness defense. 

John Henry Browne, the civilian lawyer for Army Staff 
Sergeant Robert Bales, indicated this week he may wage such 
a “diminished-capacity” defense. Bales, 38, suffered a brain 
injury during a previous tour in Iraq and didn’t want to be 
deployed again, according to Browne. 

A fight over whether Bales was insane or unable to act 
rationally would add to the complexity of a case roiling 
already strained U.S.-Afghan relations as the U.S. tries to hand 
off responsibility to Afghan security forces by 2014. It’s a 
defense that at best may help save Bales from a potential death 
sentence, according to military-law scholars such as Morris 
Davis. 
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“It’s a hard sell, particularly in the military environment, 
where folks are under tight supervision,” said Davis, a former 
chief prosecutor of terrorism trials at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, 
who now teaches at Howard University Law School in 
Washington. Even so, Davis said in an interview, “that seems 
to be the only card they’ve got in the deck.” 

Military charges against Bales for the shootings in two 
Afghan villages may come this week, according to Browne. 
The “preferral” of charges is the first move in a military 
prosecution, akin to an indictment in a civilian court. The next 
public step would be a preliminary investigation known as an 
Article 32 hearing. It’s the equivalent of a grand jury in a 
civilian federal case, except that the defense can participate 
and it’s held in the open. 

‘Swift, Transparent’ 
Afghan Foreign Minister Zalmai Rassoul, who visited 

Secretary of State Hillary Clinton in Washington yesterday, 
said his government wants to see a “swift and transparent 
investigation of this case and the punishment of anyone 
involved.” 

Even with such international pressures, a trial may not 
begin for at least a year, according to Colby Vokey, a retired 
Marine Corps officer who tried or supervised hundreds of 
military cases as chief prosecutor and later chief defense 
counsel at Camp Pendleton, California. 

First, there would be maneuvering over issues such as the 
extent and reliability of the evidence and the availability of 
witnesses from the villages in southern Afghanistan, as well as 
resolving the state of Bales’s mental health. 

Sanity Board 
The military may form a so-called sanity board to conduct 

a mental evaluation and determine whether Bales is fit to stand 
trial. Many such cases have been delayed to ensure that the 
accused can participate in his defense, according to a military 
judge advocate who briefed reporters at the Pentagon last 
week on condition of anonymity because charges hadn’t been 
brought. 

The judge advocate said he couldn’t recall a case in which 
a successful insanity defense was waged based on evidence of 
Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD) or Traumatic Brain 
Injury (TBI). Eugene Fidell, who teaches military law at Yale 
Law School, said in an interview that he “can’t find any case 
in which a person has been acquitted by reason of insanity 
with respect to PTSD.’ 

One reason a mental-illness defense for Bales may be a 
hard sell is the composition of the jury that eventually would 
hear his case. 

In civilian courts, a jury of the defendants’ peers is chosen 
randomly from the population, subject to vetting by the 
prosecution and the defense. Military jurors, known as “court 
members,” are selected by the military “convening authority,” 
which is often the base commander or a higher officer, Davis 
said. 

Typically Officers 
While the members of such panels typically are all 

officers, the accused may request that as many as a third of the 
members come from enlisted ranks higher than his own. For 
Staff Sergeant Bales, that would mean sergeants first class and 
higher, the top 13 percent or less of the Army’s enlisted 
soldiers, all with a minimum of six years of service. 

Eighty-three percent of military officers had bachelor’s or 
advanced degrees in 2010, compared with 30 percent of the 
U.S. population over the age of 25, according to the Defense 
Department’s “Demographics 2010” report. 

“It’s probably the most educated jury you will ever find,” 
Davis said. 

Although military suspects are entitled to a military 
lawyer at no charge, they can hire civilian attorneys at their 
own expense. Browne, a Seattle lawyer who’s defended 
clients in multiple-homicide cases, has said he’s being paid 
and is in contact with a military lawyer assigned to the case. 

Not ‘Pushed Around’ 
With a civilian attorney defending Bales, “they can’t go 

as quick as they might like to,” said Vokey, the former 
military prosecutor who is now an attorney in Dallas. 
“Civilian lawyers have their own schedules. They can’t be 
pushed around the way guys in uniform can.” 

Complicating the case for prosecutors is the difficulty of 
obtaining evidence and finding witnesses in a war zone. 

“The circumstances surrounding this case -- the fact that it 
took place halfway around the world in a remote part of 
Afghanistan, the apparent absence of eyewitnesses or a 
confession, the immediate burial of the bodies without 
forensic testing, the strong anti-American sentiment that will 
likely limit Afghan cooperation, among other factors -- clearly 
compound the significant challenges that normally arise in any 
mass-murder trial,” Davis said. 

Evidence Questioned 
The case of Army Major Nidal Hasan, who has been 

awaiting trial since 2009 on charges of killing 13 people in a 
shooting rampage at Fort Hood, Texas, “is like a walk in the 
park compared to this one,” Davis said. 

Browne, Bales’s attorney, questioned whether prosecutors 
will have sufficient evidence. 

“If I was the prosecutor, I’d be concerned about how we 
prove anything,” Browne told reporters while visiting his 
client this week at the military prison in Fort Leavenworth, 
Kansas. 

Christopher Swift, a fellow at the University of Virginia 
Law School’s Center for National Security Law who’s 
conducted field work in Afghanistan, disputed that 
assessment. 

“It’s a contested area in terms of control,” Swift said of 
the Panjwai region of Afghanistan where Bales was deployed. 
“But that doesn’t mean it’s a free-fire zone.” 

Videotaping Witnesses 
Details of the case that have emerged so far “suggest 

Army investigators haven’t had too much difficulty in getting 
the information needed” to prosecute the case, Swift said in an 
interview. 

The military judge advocate who briefed reporters said 
videotaped testimony of Afghan witnesses, with a cross- 
examination from the defense, may be admissible in a trial 
instead of bringing them to the U.S. An executive order signed 
by President George W. Bush in 2007 also authorizes the use 
of video-teleconferencing to obtain witness testimony. 

“The U.S has no way to compel potential Afghan 
witnesses to do anything, and I’m not sure how much help 
we’ll get from the Karzai regime” Davis said, referring to the 
government led by Afghan President Hamid Karzai. 



 31

Months also will be added to the case if the military 
decides to seek the death penalty, with the extra safeguards 
required when the soldier’s life is at stake, Vokey said. 
Defense Secretary Leon Panetta has raised the possibility of a 
death penalty in the Afghanistan killings. 

While an insanity defense is unlikely to result in acquittal, 
“I see this as a defense that’s aimed at mitigating the ultimate 
penalty,” Swift said. 
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39. New Device Invisible To Magnetic Fields: Study 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 22 MAR 12) 

WASHINGTON — European researchers said Thursday 
they have created a device invisible to a static magnetic field 
that could have practical military and medical applications. 

Fedor Gomory and colleagues in Slovakia and Spain 
designed a cloak for a direct current, or dc, magnetic field that 
is static and produced by a permanent magnet or coil carrying 
a direct current. 

DC magnetic fields are used in MRI imaging devices, in 
hospitals and in security systems, such as those in airports. 

The researchers' device, described in a study in Friday's 
edition of the journal Science, features a cylinder with two 
concentric layers. While the inner layer consists of a 
superconducting material that repels magnetic fields, the outer 
layer is a ferromagnetic material that attracts them. 

Placed in a magnetic field, the device has no effect on the 
field lines, showing neither a shadow nor a reflection. So an 
object inside the device cannot be detected. 

"There are many applications -- for some cars, ships or a 
submarine," said study co-author Alvaro Sanchez of the 
Autonomous University of Barcelona. 

He told AFP the device could also be used for patients 
who have a pacemaker and need a MRI of a knee or other 
body part, so the image would not be distorted. 

Because it is made from commercially available 
materials, as well as operating under relatively strong 
magnetic fields and relatively warm liquid nitrogen 
temperatures, the device could easily be put to practical use, 
according to the authors. 

"For the submarine, you have to make a shell around the 
submarine that will make the submarine magnetically 
undetectable," said Sanchez. 

"This could also be used to protect some (military and 
medical) equipment against electromagnetic disturbances." 
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OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
40. An Unworkable Plan For Syria 
Why the U.N.-backed Annan initiative can't succeed 
(WASHINGTON POST 23 MAR 12) 

After the U.N. Security Council endorsed a six-point 
diplomatic plan for Syria by former secretary general Kofi 
Annan on Wednesday, U.S. ambassador Susan Rice sounded 
almost jubilant. “Annan’s proposal,” she said, “is the best way 
to put an end to the violence, facilitate much-needed 
humanitarian assistance and advance a Syrian-led political 
transition.” We can only hope that the envoy does not take her 
own words too seriously. 

In fact, there is virtually no possibility that the new 
initiative will accomplish any of those aims — as the Obama 
administration should know by now. Instead, it will likely 
provide time and cover for the regime of Bashar al-Assad to 
continue using tanks and artillery to assault Syrian cities and 
indiscriminately kill civilians. That’s exactly what the regime 
was doing Thursday — pounding the city of Hama, where at 
least 20 people have been reported killed in army attacks in 
the past two days. 

The Annan plan won’t work because, like the Arab 
League plan before it, it calls for the Assad government to 
take steps that would lead to its swift collapse — and the 
regime has no intention of capitulating. It says that Syrian 
forces should stop using heavy weapons in cities, begin a 
pullback of troops, permit a daily “humanitarian pause” for the 
delivery of aid and accept a U.N.-supervised cease-fire, while 
allowing freedom of assembly and the free circulation of 
journalists. To buy time last year, the regime accepted nearly 

identical demands by the Arab League, admitted its monitors 
— and then proceeded to ignore its obligations completely. 

The resolution does provide for Mr. Annan to report back 
on his progress and for the Security Council to “consider 
further steps as appropriate.” But thanks to Russia — Mr. 
Assad’s still-faithful ally — there is no enforcement 
mechanism. The resolution contains, as Syria’s official news 
agency pointed out, “no warnings or signals.” Nor does it 
explicitly call for Mr. Assad’s departure from office. Instead it 
proposes dialogue between the Syrian government and 
opposition — something that both sides have repeatedly 
rejected. 

For Russia and China, the Security Council statement 
offered a face-saving way out of the embarrassing position of 
appearing to be unconditionally backing Mr. Assad. It gives 
Moscow hope of achieving the outcome it hopes for: a U.N.-
brokered “peace” that leaves the regime in power. For the 
Obama administration, Mr. Annan’s mission allows the 
illusion that its diplomatic strategy is producing results — and 
that more decisive measures, such as arming the opposition or 
creating a protected zone inside Syria, are unnecessary. 

What the Annan mission does not offer is “the best way to 
put an end to the violence.” It is just the opposite: a guarantee 
that the bloodshed will continue, and probably worsen. The 
fighting in Syria will end only when Mr. Assad is forced to 
stop — or he succeeds in killing his way to victory. 

Return to Index 
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41. All Quiet in the South China Sea: Why China is Playing Nice (For Now) 
(FOREIGN AFFAIRS 22 MAR 12) ... M. Taylor Fravel 

In recent years, China became increasingly ready to assert 
and defend its territorial and maritime claims in the South 
China Sea, where six other nations have competing claims. 

Beijing publicly challenged the legality of foreign oil 
companies' investments in Vietnam's offshore energy industry, 
emphasized its own rights over islands and waters far from the 
Chinese mainland, detained hundreds of Vietnamese 
fishermen near the Chinese-held Paracel Islands, and harassed 
Vietnamese and Philippine vessels conducting seismic surveys 
in waters that Beijing claims. Many East Asian countries saw 
China's behavior as a sign of the country's new willingness to 
adopt a more unilateral and confrontational posture in the 
region. 

Little noticed, however, has been China's recent adoption 
of a new -- and much more moderate -- approach. The primary 
goals of the friendlier policy are to restore China's tarnished 
image in East Asia and to reduce the rationale for a more 
active U.S. role there. 

The first sign of China's new approach came last June, 
when Hanoi dispatched a special envoy to Beijing for talks 
about the countries' various maritime disputes. The visit paved 
the way for an agreement in July 2011 between China and the 
ten members of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations 
(ASEAN) to finally implement a declaration of a code of 
conduct they had originally drafted in 2002 after a series of 
incidents in the South China Sea. In that declaration, they 
agreed to "exercise self-restraint in the conduct of activities 
that would complicate or escalate disputes." 

Since the summer, senior Chinese officials, especially top 
political leaders such as President Hu Jintao and Premier Wen 
Jiabao, have repeatedly reaffirmed the late Deng Xiaoping's 
guidelines for dealing with China's maritime conflicts to focus 
on economic cooperation while delaying the final resolution of 
the underlying claims. In August 2011, for example, Hu 
echoed Deng's approach by stating that "the countries 
concerned may put aside the disputes and actively explore 
forms of common development in the relevant sea areas." 

Authoritative Chinese-language media, too, has begun to 
underscore the importance of cooperation. Since August, the 
international department of People's Daily (under the pen 
name Zhong Sheng) has published several columns stressing 
the need to be less confrontational in the South China Sea. In 
January 2012, for example, Zhong Sheng discussed the 
importance of "pragmatic cooperation" to achieve "concrete 
results." Since the People's Daily is the official paper of the 
Central Committee of the Chinese Communist Party, such 
articles should be interpreted as the party's attempts to explain 
its new policy to domestic readers, especially those working 
lower down in party and state bureaucracies. 

In terms of actually setting aside disputes, China has 
made progress. In addition to the July consensus with 
ASEAN, in October China reached an agreement with 
Vietnam on "basic principles guiding the settlement of 
maritime issues." The accord stressed following international 
law, especially the UN Convention on the Law of the Sea. 
Since then, China and Vietnam have begun to implement the 
agreement by establishing a working group to demarcate and 

develop the southern portion of the Gulf of Tonkin near the 
disputed Paracel Islands. 

China has also initiated or participated in several 
working-level meetings to address regional concerns about 
Beijing's assertiveness. Just before the East Asian Summit last 
November, China announced that it would establish a three 
billion yuan ($476 million) fund for China-ASEAN maritime 
cooperation on scientific research, environmental protection, 
freedom of navigation, search and rescue, and combating 
transnational crimes at sea. The following month, China 
convened several workshops on oceanography and freedom of 
navigation in the South China Sea, and in January it hosted a 
meeting with senior ASEAN officials to discuss implementing 
the 2002 code of conduct declaration. The breadth of proposed 
cooperative activities indicates that China's new approach is 
probably more than just a mere stalling tactic. 

Beyond China's new efforts to demonstrate that it is ready 
to pursue a more cooperative approach, the country has also 
halted many of the more assertive behaviors that had attracted 
attention between 2009 and 2011. For example, patrol ships 
from the Bureau of Fisheries Administration have rarely 
detained and held any Vietnamese fishermen since 2010. 
(Between 2005 and 2010, China detained 63 fishing boats and 
their crews, many of which were not released until a hefty fine 
was paid.) And Vietnamese and Philippine vessels have been 
able to conduct hydrocarbon exploration without interference 
from China. (Just last May, Chinese patrol ships cut the towed 
sonar cable of a Vietnamese ship to prevent it from 
completing a seismic survey.) More generally, China has not 
obstructed any recent exploration-related activities, such as 
Exxon's drilling in October of an exploratory well in waters 
claimed by both Vietnam and China. Given that China retains 
the capability to interfere with such activities, its failure to do 
so suggests a conscious choice to be a friendlier neighbor. 

The question, of course, is why did the Chinese shift to a 
more moderate approach? More than anything, Beijing has 
come to realize that its assertiveness was harming its broader 
foreign policy interests. One principle of China's current grand 
strategy is to maintain good ties with great powers, its 
immediate neighbors, and the developing world. Through its 
actions in the South China Sea, China had undermined this 
principle and tarnished the cordial image in Southeast Asia 
that it had worked to cultivate in the preceding decade. It had 
created a shared interest among countries there in countering 
China -- and an incentive for them to seek support from 
Washington. In so doing, China's actions provided a strong 
rationale for greater U.S. involvement in the region and 
inserted the South China Sea disputes into the U.S.-Chinese 
relationship. 

By last summer, China had simply recognized that it had 
overreached. Now, Beijing wants to project a more benign 
image in the region to prevent the formation of a group of 
Asian states allied against China, reduce Southeast Asian 
states' desire to further improve ties with the United States, 
and weaken the rationale for a greater U.S. role in these 
disputes and in the region. 

So far, Beijing's new approach seems to be working, 
especially with Vietnam. China and Vietnam have deepened 
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their political relationship through frequent high-level 
exchanges. Visits by the Vietnamese Communist Party general 
secretary, Nguyen Phu Trong, to Beijing in October 2011 and 
by the Chinese heir apparent, Xi Jinping, to Hanoi in 
December 2011 were designed to soothe spirits and protect the 
broader bilateral relationship from the unresolved disputes 
over territory in the South China Sea. In October, the two also 
agreed to a five-year plan to increase their bilateral trade to 
$60 billion by 2015. And just last month, foreign ministers 
from both countries agreed to set up working groups on 
functional issues such as maritime search and rescue and 
establish a hotline between the two foreign ministries, in 
addition to starting talks over the demarcation of the Gulf of 
Tonkin. 

Even if it is smooth sailing now, there could be choppy 
waters ahead. Months of poor weather have held back 
fishermen and oil companies throughout the South China Sea. 
But when fishing and hydrocarbon exploration activities 
resume in the spring, incidents could increase. In addition, 
China's new approach has raised expectations that it must now 
meet -- for example, by negotiating a binding code of conduct 
to replace the 2002 declaration and continuing to refrain from 
unilateral actions. 

Nevertheless, because the new approach reflects a 
strategic logic, it might endure, signaling a more significant 

Chinese foreign policy shift. As the 18th Party Congress 
draws near, Chinese leaders want a stable external 
environment, lest an international crisis upset the 
arrangements for this year's leadership turnover. And even 
after new party heads are selected, they will likely try to avoid 
international crises while consolidating their power and 
focusing on China's domestic challenges. 

China's more moderate approach in the South China Sea 
provides further evidence that China will seek to avoid the 
type of confrontational policies that it had adopted toward the 
United States in 2010. When coupled with Xi's visit to 
Washington last month, it also suggests that the United States 
need not fear Beijing's reaction to its strategic pivot to Asia, 
which entails enhancing U.S. security relationships throughout 
the region. Instead, China is more likely to rely on 
conventional diplomatic and economic tools of statecraft than 
attempt a direct military response. Beijing is also unlikely to 
be more assertive if that sustains Southeast Asian countries' 
desires to further deepen ties with the United States. Whether 
the new approach sticks in the long run, it at least 
demonstrates that China, when it wants to, can recalibrate its 
foreign policy. That is good news for stability in the region. 

M. Taylor Fravel is Associate Professor of Political 
Science and member of the Security Studies Program at the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology. 
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42. Shopping Spree 
Countries are buying lots of weapons, but does it count as an arms race? 
(THE ECONOMIST 23 MAR 12) ... Editorial 

The tiny island-state of Singapore, home to just over 5m 
people, has a well-deserved reputation as a quiet, clean-cut 
hub for banking, lawyering and golf. Yet beyond the fairways 
it bristles with weapons. 

According to a report from the Stockholm International 
Peace Research Institute (SIPRI), Singapore is now the fifth-
largest arms importer in the world, bested only by some 
obvious behemoths—China, India and Pakistan—plus South 
Korea. Singapore accounts for 4% of the world’s total 
spending on arms imports. Its defence spending per head beats 
every country bar America, Israel and Kuwait. This year $9.7 
billion, or 24% of the national budget, will go on defence. 

These are striking figures, but then Singapore has been 
one of the bigger spenders in the region since its rancorous 
split from Malaysia in 1965. The difference now is that almost 
every country in South-East Asia has embarked on a similar 
build-up, making it one of the fastest-growing regions for 
defence spending in the world. Military analysts at IHS Jane’s 
say that South-East Asian countries together increased defence 
spending by 13.5% last year, to $24.5 billion. The figure is 
projected to rise to $40 billion by 2016. According to SIPRI, 
arms deliveries to Malaysia jumped eightfold in 2005-09, 
compared with the previous five years. Indonesia’s spending 
grew by 84% in that period. 

It is part of a wider Asian phenomenon. For the first time, 
in modern history at least, Asia’s military spending is poised 
to overtake Europe’s, according to the International Institute 
for Strategic Studies, a think-tank in London. China is 
doubling its defence budget every five years and India has just 
announced a 17% rise in spending this year, to about $40 
billion. 

Until recently domestic insurgencies have amply justified 
some South-East Asian countries’ defence spending. Yet for 
decades there have been no interstate conflicts. An existential 
angst remains in Singapore over Malaysia to the north and 
Indonesia, its big neighbour to the south. Still, it is hard to 
imagine any of the Association of South-East Asian Nations 
(ASEAN) locking horns, apart perhaps from Cambodia and 
Thailand, who lob the occasional artillery shell at each other 
over a disputed temple on the border. 

Mostly, though, countries seem to be exploiting economic 
success to update their hardware while the going is good. 
Defence spending slowed sharply after the Asian financial 
crisis in 1997-98, when many planes and ships were already 
old. Now many countries are enjoying rapid economic growth, 
of up to 6% a year, and robust budgets. This is not, says Bill 
Edgar of IHS Jane’s, a “strategic” arms race. Rather, he says, 
it is all about modernisation. 

Take the regional giant, Indonesia. The Indian Ocean 
tsunami of 2004 not only devastated communities, it also laid 
bare the shortcomings of the armed forces, which proved to be 
ill-equipped and demoralised. As American and Australian 
troops poured off aircraft carriers and other ships into the 
ravaged province of Aceh to bring aid and search for victims, 
Indonesian troops were reduced to spectators. The newly 
elected president, Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono, took the 
humiliation personally. A former general, Mr Yudhoyono has 
since made modernising Indonesia’s armed forces a priority. 

Indonesia is spending $8 billion this year on defence—
still rather modest for a country of 240m, but up sharply from 
$2.6 billion in 2006. Much is going on new hardware and 
spare parts. The country has acquired Russian and American 



 34

warplanes, including F-16 fighters, vessels for its navy, and 
spare parts for its C-130 transport planes. In January Indonesia 
signed a $1.1 billion deal for three German-made diesel-
electric submarines, and lawmakers are debating whether to 
buy 100 Leopard tanks from the Netherlands. Mr Yudhoyono 
also wants to improve the lot of soldiers, with higher salaries 
and benefits. 

Domestic political calculations are another factor behind 
the region’s defence splurge. Terence Lee at the National 
University of Singapore argues that in countries where the 
armed forces have meddled in politics, civilian politicians use 
larger defence budgets to buy political compliance from the 
military—Thailand is a case in point. Singapore, on the other 
hand, has a different motivation. It is the only country in the 
region building its own high-tech arms industry. Singapore has 
long sold weapons to other developing countries, but has 
recently been winning its first large orders from Western 
armies too. ST Engineering, the only South-East Asian firm in 
SIPRI’s top 100 defence manufacturers, has sold over 100 
Bronco (or Warthog) armoured troop carriers to the British, 
for use in Afghanistan. 

For all that, strategic concerns do count for something. 
For example, the sea lanes leading to the Strait of Malacca are 
the lifeblood of Singapore’s prosperity. And over the past 
decade, some may have worried that America was distracted 
by war elsewhere. So the growth of a Chinese blue-water navy 
has implications. 

Strategic concerns also loom large for any country with a 
territorial claim to the disputed South China Sea (see article), 
where China’s assertive stance has provoked a surge of 
spending by, for instance, Vietnam. The country recently 
ordered six Kilo-class submarines from Russia. Vietnam is 
also buying seven or so new frigates and corvettes over the 
next decade. In the Philippines the government of President 
Benigno Aquino almost doubled the defence budget last year, 
to $2.4 billion. 

Even with new submarines and planes, Vietnam and the 
Philippines are still no match for Asia’s new superpower, 
should it come to war. But it might make China think twice, or 
even thrice, before trying anything, and buy time before 
America—presumably—comes to the rescue. 
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43. Japan-U.S. Deterrent Power Should Be Maintained, Enhanced 
It’s Important For U.S., Japan To Strengthen Deterrence 
(YOMIURI SHIMBUN 22 MAR 12) ... Editorial 

Japan-U.S. talks over the relocation of U.S. Marine Corps 
personnel in Okinawa Prefecture should not fall into mere 
number-juggling. It is important to discuss how Japan and the 
United States can enhance their deterrence in the medium and 
long terms. 

The bilateral talks have become tangled over the review 
of relocating marines from Okinawa Prefecture to Guam. New 
locations other than Guam have not been decided yet, and the 
two governments have different opinions over allocating their 
respective shares of the relocation costs. 

The U.S. government has reduced the number of marines 
to move to Guam from the initial 8,000 to 4,700. The 
remaining 3,300 will be transferred to new locations other 
than Guam. 

Washington initially studied a plan to relocate 1,300 
marines to the marine corps' Iwakuni Air Station in 
Yamaguchi Prefecture, but the idea failed and a substitute site 
has not been decided yet. 

Since carrier-borne planes are scheduled to move to the 
Iwakuni base from Atsugi Naval Air Facility in Kanagawa 
Prefecture, the plan to also relocate marines there was difficult 
from the beginning. 

Find New Location In Japan 
We hope Tokyo and Washington continue the talks in a 

level-headed manner without ruling out the relocation of 
marines to bases within Japan other than Iwakuni, in addition 
to Hawaii and other candidate sites abroad. 

Meanwhile, the United States has demanded that Japan 
allocate more government money for relocation costs. We 
think this unilateral demand by the United States is 
unreasonable, even though the U.S. Congress has been 
pressing for cuts in defense spending. Japan should patiently 
negotiate with Washington. 

The U.S. Marine Corps has laid out a policy of spreading 
out its units and rotating them among several bases in the 

Pacific region along with enhancements in their mobility. The 
marines think their units could become a stronger force if they 
are spread to bases in Guam and other places rather than 
concentrated in Okinawa Prefecture, in light of China's 
strategy of trying to deny U.S. forces access to the Pacific 
region near Asia and the improved performance of its ballistic 
missiles. 

However, the United States is planning to keep the 
command of the 3rd Marine Expeditionary Force and its main 
combat unit, the 31st Marine Expeditionary Unit, in Okinawa 
Prefecture even as other units relocate. 

Since the U.S. government initially had a plan to relocate 
the command to Guam, there was concern that its ability to 
defend Okinawa Prefecture would weaken. We welcome their 
stay in the prefecture as a way to maintain deterrent power. 

The security environment in East Asia is becoming more 
volatile than ever with the Chinese military's rapid arms 
buildup and expanded activities as well as threats from North 
Korea's nuclear weapons and missiles. The deterrent power of 
U.S. forces should not merely be maintained. It should be 
enhanced as well. 

Closer Security Ties 
Regarding Prime Minister Yoshihiko Noda's official visit 

to the United States in May, it is important that the Japan-U.S. 
talks deepen discussions of security strategy with an eye to the 
situation 10 or 20 years from now, as well as discussions of 
coordination and role-sharing between the Self-Defense 
Forces and the U.S. military. 

The two countries already have a structure for working 
together on missile defense and dealing jointly with crises in 
Japan's immediate neighborhood. They should also develop 
scenarios to deal with a wider variety of situations, and draw 
up or revise Japan-U.S. operation plans. It is also important for 
the SDF and U.S. forces to do more joint drills. 
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Moreover, the two countries should work proactively on 
development of a closer cooperative structure between the 

SDF and U.S. forces, such as joint warning and surveillance 
activities and joint use of bases. 
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44. Honoring A Marine Hero 
(WASHINGTON TIMES 22 MAR 12) ... Editorial 

U.S. Marine CorpsSgt. Rafael Peralta was a hero who was 
denied full recognition for his acts of valor. This injustice 
should be reversed. 

Sgt. Peralta was in the thick of the fight during the bloody 
Second Battle of Fallujah in November 2004. While clearing a 
house, his unit came under close-quarters fire from insurgents, 
and Sgt. Peralta was felled by a round to the back of his head. 
While he was lying wounded, a grenade thrown by fleeing 
insurgents landed near him. “Without hesitation and with 
complete disregard for his own personal safety,” an official 
account reads, “Sgt. Peralta reached out and pulled the 
grenade to his body, absorbing the brunt of the blast and 
shielding fellow Marines only feet away.” The grenade blast 
ended the Marine’s life. 

For his self-sacrifice, Sgt. Peralta was recommended for 
the Medal of Honor. Seven eyewitnesses attested to the events, 
though just two were required. The Marine Corps chain of 
command signed off on the award, and then-Secretary of the 
NavyDonald C. Winter approved the nomination. But when it 
arrived on the desk of then-Secretary of Defense Robert M. 
Gates, the process stalled. For reasons never fully explained, 
Mr. Gates convened an unprecedented review board to go 
back over the facts. The board determined that Sgt. Peralta’s 
initial wound was so severe that he could not have knowingly 
pulled the grenade under him and that the grenade in fact 
detonated near his left knee. This finding, coming years later, 
contradicted eyewitness accounts and was at odds with 
physical evidence. With the Medal of Honor blocked, Sgt. 

Peralta was awarded the Navy Cross - yet the award citation 
recited the facts as originally described. 

Efforts by former Rep. Duncan Hunter, California 
Republican, to have Mr. Gates reconsider the decision were 
unsuccessful. His son and successor in Congress, Rep. Duncan 
D. Hunter, a Marine veteran who also fought at Fallujah, 
stayed on the case. He introduced language in the National 
Defense Authorization Act to name a ship after Sgt. Peralta, 
and last month, the Navy announced that a new Arleigh 
Burke-class destroyer would bear his name. 

Meanwhile, new evidence backs up the original story and 
undercuts the findings of the Gates review board. Forensic 
pathologist Dr. Vincent Di Maio found that Sgt. Peralta’s head 
wound wasn’t severe enough to prevent him from consciously 
pulling the grenade toward his body. Graphic videos taken at 
the scene by Marine combat cameramen show Sgt. Peralta 
with bloody wounds to the abdomen but no sign of blood on 
the back or left side of his leg, as claimed in the Gates report. 

The Navy awards board is reviewing the case in light of 
the new evidence. Navy Secretary Ray Mabus and Defense 
Secretary Leon E. Panetta have an opportunity to right a 
senseless wrong. The preponderance of evidence indicates that 
Sgt. Peralta did what those who were present at the scene said 
he did: knowingly and willingly sacrifice his life to save 
fellow Marines. He upheld the highest traditions of the Marine 
Corps and the U.S. naval service. Before leaving for Fallujah, 
Sgt. Peralta wrote to his 14-year-old brother, “Be proud of me, 
bro … and be proud of being an American.” A grateful nation 
should demonstrate its pride in Sgt. Peralta’s heroism. 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Naval Might: Power Of The Seas 
How will budget cuts impact the U.S. Navy? 
(MSNBC 22 MAY 12) ... Joe Scarborough, Morning Joe 

Navy Secretary Ray Mabus joins Morning Joe to discuss the current state of the Navy, what defense budgets cuts will do to the 
Navy, reversing a decline in the number of naval ships, and possibly preparing for conflict in Iran. 

 
2. SECNAV Holds Ship-Naming Ceremony At USS Constitution 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 22 MAY 12) ... Seaman Michael Achterling, USS Constitution Public Affairs 

CHARLESTOWN, Mass. -- Secretary of the Navy (SECNAV) Ray Mabus held a ship-naming ceremony at USS Constitution in 
Charlestown, Mass., May 22. 

 
3. Your American Sailor 
(THE HILL 22 MAY 12) ... Adm. Jonathan W. Greenert 

Though the U.S. Navy is made up of ships, submarines and aircraft, its true strength lies in the skill and dedication of its people. 
As the chief of naval operations, it is my honor to lead the 625,000 active and reserve Sailors and civilians who propel the Navy 
forward and protect our nation’s security and prosperity. As we prepare to mark this Memorial Day, it is a privilege to recognize the 
service and sacrifices of your American Sailors and their families. 

 
4. USS Fort Worth Shows Leaner, Smarter Future Of U.S. Navy 
(WFAA ABC DALLAS 22 MAY 12) ... Casey Norton 

MARINETTE, Wis. - It is more fire power with less man power. 
 

5. Fleet Week 2012 Celebration Kicks Off Wednesday With 'Parade Of Ships' 
(STATEN ISLAND ADVANCE 22 MAY 12) ... Sarah Buccellato 

STATEN ISLAND, N.Y. -- Staten Island's Fleet Week Celebration kicks off tomorrow and continues through next Wednesday in 
Stapleton, with highlights including the Annual Splash Music Festival, the display of the National 9/11 Flag and the display of 
military ships at The Sullivans Pier. 

 

CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
6. Carl Vinson, Strike Group Return To San Diego 
(NAVY TIMES 22 MAY 12) 

SAN DIEGO — The aircraft carrier Carl Vinson and its strike group will return Wednesday to San Diego, wrapping up a six-
month deployment, the Navy announced. 

 
7. Returning Naval Pilots Eagerly Greeted 
(KSEE NBC FRESNO 22 MAY 12) ... Jobin Panicker 

Now it's a waiting game. A game that's lasted six months, and now just down to the final few minutes. Moments filled with 
anxiety. Heidi Wyman is here with two of her kids. "Nuthin' but big smiles and excitement." 

 
8. Navy Surgeon General Visits Pacific Partnership 2012 Crew 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 22 MAY 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Kristopher Regan, Navy Public Affairs Support 
Element West 

GUAM -- The Navy's surgeon general and chief of the Bureau of Medicine and Surgery visited the Pacific Partnership 2012 
(PP12) crew aboard Military Sealift Command hospital ship USNS Mercy (T-AH 19) May 22. 
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9. Dry Dock Episode 8: Readiness 
(YOUTUBE 22 MAY 12) ... U.S. Navy 

The complex overhaul of the aircraft carrier USS Nimitz (CVN 68) involves far more than metal and machines. Join the Sailors as 
they prepare to get underway - many for the first time. 

 
10. USS Theodore Roosevelt Begins Crew Move Aboard Process 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 22 MAY 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist Seaman Katie Lash, USS Theodore Roosevelt Public Affairs 

NEWPORT NEWS, Va. -- USS Theodore Roosevelt (CVN-71) began the first phase of the ship's crew move aboard (CMA) 
process May 21 after nearly three years in refueling complex overhaul (RCOH) and marks a major step for the crew as they inherit the 
ship to start living, training and operating onboard. 

 
11. Navy Divers Complete First Navy Thousand Foot Dive Since 1974 
(WJHG NBC PANAMA CITY 22 MAY 12) ... Mark Vaughn 

PANAMA CITY BEACH, FL- Six Navy divers from the experimental dive unit at the Naval Support Activity Panama City, 
emerged from a decompression chamber Tuesday after a 15-day trial. They've been testing new equipment that will make it easier and 
less expensive to perform underwater recovery missions. 

 
12. 'Golf Ball' Back After 2 Months At Sea 
(HONOLULU STAR-ADVERTISER 22 MAY 12) ... William Cole 

The Missile Defense Agency’s 280-foot-tall Sea-Based X-band Radar returned to Ford Island on Monday after being at sea 
during North Korea’s failed April 13 rocket test. 

 

GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
13. Defense Overnight: Panetta, Clinton Push 'Law Of The Sea' Treaty 
(THE HILL 22 MAY 12) ... Jeremy Herb and Carlo Munoz 

Three top Obama administration officials are headed to Capitol Hill Wednesday morning to try to persuade the Senate to ratify 
the “Law of the Sea” Treaty. 

 
14. Obama Administration In New Push To Ratify Sea Treaty 
(REUTERS 22 MAY 12) ... David Alexander 

WASHINGTON -- A U.S. Navy surveillance vessel stumbled into a nerve-racking confrontation with five Chinese ships in 2009 
while conducting ocean mapping operations in the South China Sea. 

 
15. Panetta To Embark On Weeklong Asia-Pacific Visit 
(DEFENSE NEWS 22 MAY 12) ... Marcus Weisgerber 

U.S. Defense Secretary Leon Panetta will begin a weeklong visit to the Asia-Pacific next week, his first visit to the region since 
the Pentagon announced an increased focus on that area earlier this year. 

 
16. NATO: Chicago Summit Successful On Some Goals 
(DEFENSE NEWS 22 MAY 12) ... Kate Brannen 

CHICAGO — With the conclusion of its carefully orchestrated summit in Chicago, NATO declared success in areas where it had 
planned to announce progress and dialed back the media’s expectations where it may have fallen short. 

 
17. Taiwan Officials Back Ramos Proposal For Dialogue 
Taiwanese Official Backs Proposal for Dialogue on South China Sea 
(PHILIPPINE STAR 23 MAY 12) ... Cecille Suerte Felipe and Paolo Romero 

TAIPEI - The proposal of former Philippine President Fidel Ramos for a dialogue among countries with conflicting claims in the 
South China Sea has gained support from the Taiwanese government. 

 
18. Cutter Dallas Turned Over To Philippine Military 
(CHARLESTON (SC) POST & COURIER 23 MAY 12) ... Schuyler Kropf 

The American flag came off the Coast Guard Cutter Dallas for the last time Tuesday, with its new owner saying the vessel will 
help ensure stability in a part of the globe vital to U.S. interests. 
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19. Iran, U.N. Reach Deal 
Tentative Nuclear Pact; Plan could give inspectors access 
(WASHINGTON POST 23 MAY 12) ... Joby Warrick 

Iran has agreed in principle to pull back the curtain on some of its most secretive nuclear research, U.N. officials said Tuesday, a 
concession that came hours before negotiators from the Islamic republic were due to begin crucial talks with six world powers on 
curbing its nuclear program. 

 
20. U.S. Prices Australian Growler Upgrade At $1.7bn 
(FLIGHT GLOBAL 23 MAY 12) ... Greg Waldron 

SINGAPORE - The U.S. Defense Security Cooperation Agency (DSCA) has priced the upgrade of 12 Australian Boeing F/A-18F 
Super Hornet aircraft to the EA-18G Growler electronic warfare configuration at $1.7 billion. 

 
21. UK Ambiguous About Sending Nuke Sub To Malvinas 
(BUENOS AIRES HERALD 22 MAY 12) 

Royal Navy Commander Mark Southorn said today that news informing of the sending of the HMS Talent nuke submarine to the 
Malvinas Islands are “mere media speculations," and without denying or confirming the deployment, the British official just 
emphasized that though the ship is nuclear-powered, it’s not a nuclear-armed submarine; according to State-run news agency Télam. 

 
22. U.K. Presses On With Designs For Nuke Sub Replacement 
(DEFENSE NEWS 22 MAY 12) ... Andrew Chuter 

LONDON — The British government has awarded industry 350 million pounds ($553.5 million) in contracts to continue design 
work on the Royal Navy’s replacement for its current nuclear missile-equipped submarines. 

 

PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
23. Summertime Activities Call For Precautions, Official Says 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 22 MAY 12) ... Terri Moon Cronk 

WASHINGTON – As summer approaches, Defense Department officials want military members and civilian employees to think 
about safety during their recreational pursuits, said Joseph J. Angello Jr., the department’s director of operational readiness and safety. 

 
24. Leader Vows To Protect Forces 
(TAMPA TRIBUNE 23 MAY 12) ... Howard Altman 

TAMPA -- Special operations forces were the first troops on the ground in Afghanistan after the Sept. 11 attacks. They have been 
there ever since and have been deployed to dozens of countries in a multitude of high-profile, high-danger situations -- including the 
killing of Osama bin Laden and the rescue of hostages held by Somali pirates. 

 
25. Budget Impasse Puts 2013 Bonuses, Special Pays At Risk 
(NAVY TIMES 25 MAY 12) ... Rick Maze 

President Obama’s threat to veto the House’s 2013 defense budget because it would spend $4 billion too much on national 
security is the latest move in a standoff that once again threatens to bring the government to a crashing halt. 

 
26. Kearsarge Observes Asian-Pacific Heritage Month 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 22 MAY 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Jonathan Vargas, USS Kearsarge Public Affairs 

USS KEARSARGE, At Sea -- Sailors aboard multipurpose amphibious assault ship USS Kearsarge (LHD 3) held an Asian-
Pacific Heritage Month observance on the Mess Decks May 20. 

 
27. Surface Warfare Officers School Recognized For Training Excellence 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 22 MAY 12) ... Lt. Steve Gonzalez, Surface Warfare Officers School Public Affairs 

NEWPORT, R.I. -- The Naval Education and Training Command (NETC) announced May 22 that Surface Warfare Officer 
School (SWOS) has won two Excellence in Practice Awards, one for the Surface Warfare Simulation Training Assessment Process 
and another for Basic Engineering and Common Core Course Remediation Practices. 

 
28. Naval Intelligence Officer Receives Prestigious Award 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 22 MAY 12) ... Office of Naval Intelligence Public Affairs 

SUITLAND, Md -- The commanding officer of the Office of Naval Intelligence's Nimitz Operational Intelligence Center, was 
honored with the 2012 Vice Admiral Rufus L. Taylor Award at a banquet and ceremony in McLean, Va., May 20. 

 



 4

FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
29. USS Mississippi Commissioning 
Viewing of submarine's arrival best at Riverfront Park in Pascagoula 
(PASCAGOULA (MS) PRESS 22 MAY 12) ... Susan Ruddiman 

PASCAGOULA, Mississippi -- The city's new Riverfront Park is the place to be on Friday afternoon, May 25, when the U.S. 
Navy's latest ballistic submarine, the USS Mississippi (SSN 782), arrives in town for its June 2 commissioning ceremony. 

 
30. Lockheed F-35B Fighter Has 1st Flight At Fla. Base 
(REUTERS 22 MAY 12) 

WASHINGTON -- The Marine Corps version of Lockheed Martin Corp's new F-35 fighter jet had its first flight out of Eglin Air 
Force Base in Florida on Tuesday, a critical step toward the start of pilot training on the new, radar-evading warplane. 

 
31. Navy, MIT Grapple With Managing Drones On Dangerous Decks 
(AOL DEFENSE 22 MAY 12) ... David Axe 

The U.S. Navy's nuclear-powered aircraft carriers flight decks are some of the most chaotic and deadly real estate in the world. 
Teeming with scores of high-performance aircraft, wheeled vehicles and up to a thousand Sailors generating up to several hundred 
sorties per day, flight decks "are fraught with danger," the Naval Safety Center warned in a 2003 publication. "You can get blown 
down by prop wash, blown over-board by jet exhaust, run over by taxiing aircraft or sucked up and spit out by a turning engine." 

 
32. SASC Eyes Weapons, Depot, Contracting Change In DoD Bill 
(DEFENSE DAILY 23 MAY 12) ... Emelie Rutherford 

Senate Armed Services Committee (SASC) members are eyeing defense policy revisions including modifying the Pentagon's 
aircraft and ship plans, changing rules for depot maintenance of military equipment, and restricting cost-plus contracts. 

 
33. Ranking HASC Dem: Political Environment ‘Difficult’ For DoD Energy Agenda 
(NATIONAL DEFENSE 22 MAY 12) ... Sandra Erwin 

For the second year in the row, the House GOP majority is seeking to curtail Pentagon investments in alternative sources of fuel. 
Republicans’ effort failed last year, but there is a strong chance that fossil fuel supporters might win this time, unless a more forceful 
argument is made in favor of clean-burning, renewable energy, said House Armed Services Committee Ranking Member Rep. Adam 
Smith, D-Wash. 

 
34. Shipbuilding Anchors Local Manufacturing Sector, Employs Thousands 
(PASCAGOULA (MS) PRESS 21 MAY 12) ... April M. Havens 

PASCAGOULA, Mississippi -- One of the county's longest-standing manufacturers is Ingalls Shipbuilding, whose 10,000-
employee shipyard in Pascagoula builds a range of vessels. 

 
35. Maine Shipyard Union Workers Ratify Contract 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 22 MAY 12) 

AUGUSTA, Maine — Bath Iron Works shipbuilders who are represented by the international Machinists union have 
overwhelmingly ratified a new four-year contract that includes pension enhancements and wage increases. 

 
36. Pentagon struggles to stay away from customization 
Buying Commercial in DoD, Part 2 
(FEDERAL NEWS RADIO 22 MAY 12) ... Jared Serbu 

It has been 15 years since Congress told the military to start buying more commercial products using more commercial buying 
practices. Leaders from across the military still are struggling — and in some cases succeeding — at meeting military needs with 
items industry already makes. Each of the military services wants to take advantage of rapid innovation in the commercial world, 
especially in the field of technology. 

 

BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
37. Watch The Parade Of Fleet Week Ships On The Hudson Waterfront Tomorrow 
(JERSEY CITY (NJ) JOURNAL 22 MAY 12) ... Travis Fedschun 

Fleet Week will get started tomorrow with a parade of ships that will be visible from most locations along Hudson River 
waterfront. 
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38. Brooklyn Navy Veteran Andy Maiorana Stoked For Intrepid Fireworks Show 
Maiorana served on Intrepid in 1970s, still sees it as the 'Fighting I' and is thrilled to help launch Fleet 
Week with pyro night 
(NEW YORK DAILY NEWS 23 MAY 12) ... Lisa L. Colangelo 

When Navy veteran Andy Maiorana looks at the Intrepid — the massive aircraft carrier permanently docked in the Hudson River 
— he doesn’t see a museum. 

 
39. Energy Costs On Bases To Rise As Troops Return 
(NATIONAL DEFENSE 22 MAY 12) ... Stew Magnuson 

NEW ORLEANS — More troops returning from overseas operations will mean rising energy costs at their home bases, said 
Dorothy Robyn, deputy undersecretary of defense for installations and environment said May 22. 

 

NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
40. Hawaii Surface Navy Association Remembers West Loch Disaster 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 22 MAY 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Mark Logico, Commander Navy Region Hawaii 
Public Affairs 

JOINT BASE PEARL HARBOR-HICKAM -- Hawaii-based Sailors took five rigid-hulled inflatable boats (RHIBs) to the site of 
the West Loch disaster to conduct a wreath-laying ceremony, May 21, to honor the men who lost their lives in the disaster. 

 
41. Hampton VA Tapped As National Test Bed 
(NEWPORT NEWS DAILY PRESS 22 MAY 12) ... Hugh Lessig 

The Obama administration has selected the Hampton VA Medical Center and a site in San Antonio as launch points for a massive 
medical record-sharing program between the departments of Veterans Affairs and Defense. 

 
42. TSP’s Roth Option Sees Few Contributions So Far 
(FEDERAL TIMES 21 MAY 12) ... Stephen Losey 

The Thrift Savings Plan’s new Roth option has drawn a tepid response in its first two weeks of existence, with only four 
participants making payments so far. 

 
43. Navy Developing Web App To Detect Pirates 
(DEFENSE NEWS 21 MAY 12) ... Jacqueline Klimas 

Development is underway on a Web-based application that will help U.S. sailors detect pirate ships, illegal fishing vessels, drug 
smugglers, arms traffickers and other bad guys in the ocean. 

 
44. Spy Agency Seeks Cyber-Ops Curriculum 
(REUTERS 22 MAY 12) ... Tabassum Zakaria 

FORT MEADE, Maryland -- The National Security Agency is trying to expand U.S. cyber expertise needed for secret intelligence 
operations against adversaries on computer networks through a new cyber-ops program at selected universities. 

 
45. Oklahoma Plebe Grabs Dixie Cup In Naval Academy's Herndon Climb 
Two hours, 10 minutes to cap the monument 
(BALTIMORE SUN 23 MAY 12) ... Andrea F. Siegel 

They are plebes no longer. 
 

46. Naming Ship After Milk Wins Support 
(SAN FRANCISCO CHRONICLE 23 MAY 12) ... Rachel Gordon 

It is official: The San Francisco Board of Supervisors backs the idea of the Navy naming a vessel after gay political leader Harvey 
Milk. But the decision came only after debating the power of symbolism and consulting with a spirit board. 

 
47. U.S. Officials Guided Filmmakers On Bin Laden Raid Movie 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 22 MAY 12) ... Tony Capaccio and Gopal Ratnam 

The Obama administration promised a Hollywood filmmaker unprecedented access to the top-secret Navy unit that killed Osama 
bin Laden to help her make a feature film on the operation at the same time it was publicly ordering officials to stop talking about the 
raid. 
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OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
48. Honoring A Native Son 
(FALL RIVER (MA) HERALD NEWS 22 MAY 12) ... Editorial 

Naval aviator Thomas Hudner Jr. returned to his native Fall River on Saturday, where he was the guest of honor at a luncheon 
aboard the Battleship Massachusetts on Armed Forces Day. Hudner, 87, is among fewer than 100 living Medal of Honor winners. 
Soon, the Navy’s most state-of-the-art Tomahawk guided-missile destroyer will bear his name. He’s one of the few living people to be 
bestowed such a rare honor by the secretary of the Navy. 

 
49. Washington Can Focus On Asia Only With A Robust NATO 
(FINANCIAL TIMES (UK) 22 MAY 12) ... Geoff Dyer 

It is almost a year since Robert Gates stepped down as U.S. defence secretary yet his parting words were still ringing in the ears 
of the leaders assembled in Chicago for the two-day NATO summit. 

 
50. Law Of The Sea Treaty Can't Wait 
(POLITICO 22 MAY 12) ... Sen. John Kerry 

Wednesday begins a comprehensive discussion about whether the United States should join the Law of the Sea Convention. I’ve 
heard from countless military officials and conservative-minded business leaders who say it’s urgent. I’ve also spoken with senators 
and interest groups who oppose it. 

 
51. Treaty Would Usurp Navy's Authority 
(POLITICO 22 MAY 12) ... Sen. Jim Inhofe, Sen. Roger Wicker and Sen. Jeff Sessions 

The U.S. Navy has been the master of the seven seas since World War II, the pre-eminent maritime force. 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Naval Might: Power Of The Seas 
How will budget cuts impact the U.S. Navy? 
(MSNBC 22 MAY 12) ... Joe Scarborough, Morning Joe 

Navy Secretary Ray Mabus joins Morning Joe to discuss 
the current state of the Navy, what defense budgets cuts will 
do to the Navy, reversing a decline in the number of naval 
ships, and possibly preparing for conflict in Iran. 

Said Mabus, "The Navy has a huge role. I'll give you one 
day in the Navy - picked a day from last year" 

"On one day, we had 20,000 marines fighting in 
Afghanistan. We had another 4,000 Sailors on the ground in 
Afghanistan supporting the 12,000 Sailors at sea flying 
combat air over Afghanistan. That same day, we had 
submarines and destroyers launching tomahawk missiles in 
Libya. We had a ship with marine air going over Libya." 

"… same day, fighting on foot off the coast of Africa, the 
same day the Ronald Reagan strike group delivered assistance 

to Japan, same day going around Africa, south American south 
pacific." 

"The Navy is everywhere. We are America's away team. 
When we are doing a job, we are a long, long way from home. 
People don't understand how good the Navy is. Just how good 
the marines are. Just how skilled and dedicated they are." 

"We have the best force we have ever had. The best 
educated. The best trained. The most skilled. I was in the 
Navy 40 years ago. We rarely left port without leaving a 
couple guys back in jail. That doesn't happen today. It doesn't 
happen. We've got too good a force." 

View Full Transcript 
View Clip (RT: 9:13) 

Return to Index 
 

2. SECNAV Holds Ship-Naming Ceremony At USS Constitution 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 22 MAY 12) ... Seaman Michael Achterling, USS Constitution Public Affairs 

CHARLESTOWN, Mass. -- Secretary of the Navy 
(SECNAV) Ray Mabus held a ship-naming ceremony at USS 
Constitution in Charlestown, Mass., May 22. 

Mabus announced the next Arleigh Burke-class guided-
missile destroyer, DDG 116, will be named after Medal of 
Honor recipient retired Navy Capt. Thomas Hudner Jr. 

"The USS Thomas Hudner will ensure that future 
generations of Sailors and Marines, future generations of 
Americans, and people all around the world who see or come 
in contact with the USS Hudner will know about the 
extraordinary efforts of her namesake," said Mabus. 

The ceremony took place next to Constitution at 
approximately 11 a.m. and concluded at 11:30 a.m. with 
Hudner and his family in attendance. 

"It makes me very proud that the ship and the name are 
going to represent everybody in the Navy," said Hudner. "It's 
really hard to describe. I just hope she also makes the Navy 
proud and will have a good reputation." 

Hudner, a naval aviator, received the Medal of Honor 
from then-President Harry S. Truman for displaying 
uncommon valor during an attack on his wingman, the first 
African American naval aviator to fly in combat, Ensign Jesse 
L. Brown. During the Battle of Chosin Reservoir in the 
Korean War, anti-aircraft fire hit Brown's aircraft, damaging a 
fuel line and causing him to crash. After it became clear 
Brown was seriously injured and unable to free himself, 

Hudner proceeded to purposefully crash his own aircraft to 
join Brown and provide aid. Hudner injured his back during 
his crash landing, but he stayed with Brown until a rescue 
helicopter arrived. Hudner and the rescue pilot worked in the 
sub-zero, snow-laden area in an unsuccessful attempt to free 
Brown from the smoking wreckage. 

Hudner is the last living Navy recipient of the Medal of 
Honor from the Korean War and a Massachusetts native. 

"It is such a privilege to host Secretary Mabus and Capt. 
Hudner at Constitution for the ship-naming ceremony of the 
Navy's newest destroyer," said Cmdr. Matt Bonner, 
Constitution's 72nd commanding officer. "Capt. Hudner has 
done so much in service to his country, both in and out of 
uniform, and I cannot think of anyone more deserving of this 
honor. I know that his spirit of service, sacrifice and 
leadership will be well-represented in the ship that bears his 
name." 

Broadcast Clip - Navy Names Destroyer After Fall 
River Native 

(BOSTON HERALD 23 MAY 12) Colneth Smiley Jr. 
Secretary of the Navy Ray Mabus honored retired Navy 

Capt. Thomas J. Hudner, a Medal of Honor recipient and Fall 
River native, in a ship-naming ceremony yesterday aboard the 
USS Constitution in Charlestown. 

View Clip (RT: 2:35) 

Return to Index 
 

3. Your American Sailor 
(THE HILL 22 MAY 12) ... Adm. Jonathan W. Greenert 

Though the U.S. Navy is made up of ships, submarines 
and aircraft, its true strength lies in the skill and dedication of 
its people. As the chief of naval operations, it is my honor to 
lead the 625,000 active and reserve Sailors and civilians who 
propel the Navy forward and protect our nation’s security and 
prosperity. As we prepare to mark this Memorial Day, it is a 

privilege to recognize the service and sacrifices of your 
American Sailors and their families. 

Our Sailors are among the brightest, most committed and 
courageous individuals our nation has to offer. They are the 
sons and daughters of America, representing every state and 
territory as well the rich heritage of a diverse nation. In my 
travels around the Navy, I am continually reminded of how 
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different perspectives and backgrounds come together to form 
our Navy team. They are a team that is committed to operating 
forward and being ready to respond. 

From their first year in the Navy, Sailors and their 
families quickly gain an appreciation for what it means to 
serve. Deployments abroad for several months at a time and 
emergent operations in response to dynamic world events 
form the routine of their lives. While they keep the watch 
overseas, Sailors often miss birthdays, anniversaries and other 
family milestones. I am impressed by their endurance and 
resilience, which sustains our Navy’s forward presence on 
land and at sea around the globe. It is the sacrifice of the 
Sailors and their families that supports the high demand of 
today’s Navy and our many missions. 

Today more than half of our 285-ship Navy, including 
five aircraft carriers and six large-deck amphibious ships, are 
deployed overseas or at sea getting ready to deploy. We have 
more than 20,000 Sailors supporting operations in the Middle 
East. Of that number, more than 17,000 Sailors are at sea, and 
about 4,500 are serving on the ground in Afghanistan. Navy 
aircraft provide about a third of the air support for U.S. and 
NATO forces in current campaign to secure Afghanistan. As 
part of the world’s preeminent maritime force, American 
Sailors are engaged in protecting the interconnected systems 

of trade, information, and security that support our economy 
and those of our friends and allies. They are also on watch to 
keep the peace in volatile regions and support our diplomatic 
efforts. In many places, the American Sailor is the face of U.S. 
global leadership, maintaining trust that sustains our 
partnerships and alliances as well as demonstrating unshakable 
resolve that deters aggression. 

This is today’s all-volunteer force and today’s military 
family. We are grateful that so many high-caliber young 
Americans have answered the call to serve. But we are also 
mindful of, and pay tribute to, those who shaped our nation’s 
history and paid the ultimate sacrifice. Indeed, freedom is not 
free. Our rich heritage has demonstrated the importance of 
having capable Sailors willing to go into harm’s way. We 
must never forget these Sailors and their families for their 
sacrifice and dedicated commitment to their country. 

I am very proud of their heroism as they serve throughout 
the world. The knowledge, high standards and productivity 
required of them, in some of the most challenging 
environments, prove how exceptional they truly are. So, as we 
recognize their service during this Memorial Day, I am 
confident that the spirit and passion of your American Sailor 
will never be forgotten. 

Greenert is chief of Naval Operations. 
Return to Index 
 

4. USS Fort Worth Shows Leaner, Smarter Future Of U.S. Navy 
(WFAA ABC DALLAS 22 MAY 12) ... Casey Norton 

MARINETTE, Wis. - It is more fire power with less man 
power. 

The U.S. Navy is upgrading its fleet to be faster, smarter, 
more adaptable, and the newest combat ship has Fort Worth 
written all over it. 

The ship that will be named the USS Fort Worth is just 
days away from being handed over to the Navy. It recently 
passed its acceptance trials on Lake Michigan. 

Marinette Marine, the ship builder based in Marinette, 
Wisconsin, said the Littoral Combat Ship was one of its best 
performers. 

"It's quite a spectacle on the lake here, and it's well known 
around the area that when she comes out stay out of her way," 
said Chuck Goddard, CEO of Marinette Marine. 

Sailors are ready to take the helm in June, but there will 
be fewer of them on board because of all the technology 
upgrades. 

Gunners Mate David Daigle is one in a crew of forty, all 
of whom are cross trained to handle multiple duties normally 
manned by 250. 

"Where you typically have more manning on bigger ships, 
we only have a few to do many jobs," said Daigle. "So we 
wear many different hats around here." 

Daigle said on a legacy ship he would be responsible for 
weapons, ammunition and weapons systems. On Fort Worth, 
he also checks radar, keeps watch, and does his own dishes 
and laundry. 

The trade off for a smaller crew is more space. The 
Commanding officer has private dining quarters and the 
biggest bed. In Fort Worth's state rooms, Sailors are stacked 
two to a bunk. Modern aircraft carriers have three to a rack. 

Daigle pointed to the spacious bunks. 

"So here, our lowest ranking seaman - an E5 - gets what a 
captain would have on a carrier," he said. 

The smaller ship still packs a Texas sized punch. 50 
caliber machine guns will mount the sides. 

A 57 millimeter sits ready on the bow. Missile systems 
are on the stern, and a sliding door below allows Fort Worth to 
take on new equipment and personnel for different missions. 

Joe North leads Lockheed Martin team that dreamed up 
Fort Worth's predecessor, the LCS 1, USS Freedom. 

He said the Navy gave the contractor a blank sheet of 
paper with one requirement - design the fastest, most 
adaptable ship ever, operated with the smallest crew. 

The bridge that once needed 11 men now needs just three. 
Interchangeable packages allow manned and unmanned 
helicopters to land on the flight deck. 

Every computer on board is ready for upgrades to map, 
mines and hunt submarines. 

Those missions that once required three ships that will be 
phased out by the incoming LCS class. 

The LCS has water jets let the ship cruise in just 13 feet 
of water. 

"We can now take this ship where we couldn't go before 
as a U.S. Navy," North said. "They can fight it with different 
packages, and it's very adaptable to come back to the pier and 
change out." 

At $400 million, Fort Worth is not cheap, but it is now the 
envy of every Sailor. 

Daigle said some Sailors have to go through two years of 
training before they are assigned to one of the three existing 
LCS. There are orders to build as many as 50 more. 

"It's the fastest ship we got. It's the Navy's new toy," 
Daigle said. 

View Clip (RT: 3:12) 
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5. Fleet Week 2012 Celebration Kicks Off Wednesday With 'Parade Of Ships' 
(STATEN ISLAND ADVANCE 22 MAY 12) ... Sarah Buccellato 

STATEN ISLAND, N.Y. -- Staten Island's Fleet Week 
Celebration kicks off tomorrow and continues through next 
Wednesday in Stapleton, with highlights including the Annual 
Splash Music Festival, the display of the National 9/11 Flag 
and the display of military ships at The Sullivans Pier. 

Located at the former Homeport site in Stapleton, The 
Sullivans Pier was named in 1997 for the USS The Sullivans, 
a guided missile destroyer that was commissioned there. The 
name honors the five "Fighting Sullivan" brothers who died 
during World War II. 

This year's Fleet Week Celebration welcomes the 2012 
Operation Sail Parade of Sail and U.S. Navy Parade of Ships. 

Magnificent military ships representing the U.S. Navy 
and coalition navies from countries around the world are 
coming together to honor and celebrate the bicentennial of the 
War of 1812 and the penning of "The Star-Spangled Banner." 

Seventeen tall ships and 10 warships are scheduled to 
enter New York Harbor tomorrow and sail up the Hudson 
River to the George Washington Bridge before heading to 
berths in Manhattan, Brooklyn and Staten Island. Four 
heading to The Sullivans Pier are the USS Mitscher, the USS 
San Jacinto, the USS Donald Cook and the USS Gonzalez, 
according to www.fleetweeknewyork.com. 

At the pier, free tours of the ships will be offered 
Thursday through Tuesday from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

The National 9/11 Flag will be on display at the pier 
Saturday from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. The opening ceremony will 
be held at 10 a.m. 

The New York Says Yes Foundation brought the National 
9/11 Flag -- which was damaged in the aftermath of the World 
Trade Center tragedy -- on a restoration tour across America 
beginning in September 2010. Local service heroes restored 
the flag to its original 13-stripe format using material from 
American flags bound for retirement from all 50 states. 

With its restoration complete, this modern-day version of 
the Star-Spangled Banner will become a featured artifact in 
the permanent collection of the National Memorial Museum, 
currently being built at the World Trade Center. 

The Annual Splash Music Festival will take place on the 
pier on Saturday and Sunday from noon to 5 p.m. and will 
include performances by Atomic Crush, Screaming Broccolli 
and DNR. 

On Sunday from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., a commemoration of 
the War of 1812 will be held at Fort Wadsworth. 

For more information about Staten Island Fleet Week 
activities, visit www.sifleetweek.com. 

Return to Index 
 
 

CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
6. Carl Vinson, Strike Group Return To San Diego 
(NAVY TIMES 22 MAY 12) 

SAN DIEGO — The aircraft carrier Carl Vinson and its 
strike group will return Wednesday to San Diego, wrapping up 
a six-month deployment, the Navy announced. 

Carl Vinson is scheduled for a morning arrival at Naval 
Air Station North Island in Coronado, 3rd Fleet officials said 
in a news release. The carrier last week stopped in Hawaii and 
took on more than 1,000 family members and friends for the 
“Tiger Cruise” home. 

Two ships in its carrier strike group — the cruiser Bunker 
Hill and destroyer Halsey — will return Wednesday to their 
berths at Naval Base San Diego. 

And returning home are squadrons with Carrier Strike 
Group 17 that deployed aboard Carl Vinson: Strike Fighter 
Squadrons 81, 113, 22 and 25; Electronic Attack Squadron 
134; Carrier Airborne Early Warning Squadron 125; Fleet 
Logistics Support Squadron 40 and Helicopter Anti-
Submarine Squadron 15. 

The air wing flew 6,600 hours and delivered 7,283 
pounds of ordnance in supporting 1,085 missions in 
Afghanistan, according to 3rd Fleet. 

“The successful completion of this deployment is a 
testament to the high quality of men and women who 
volunteer to serve in our Navy,” Rear Adm. Thomas K. 
Shannon, who commands Carrier Strike Group 1 aboard Carl 
Vinson, said in a statement. “Whether supporting U.S. and 
coalition forces on the ground in Afghanistan, preventing 
piracy or taking on our Navy’s tradition of ambassadorship 
during overseas port visits to Hong Kong, Dubai, India and 
Australia, our strike group sailors represented our country with 
great distinction and honor.” 

Carl Vinson, commanded by Capt. Kent D. Whalen, will 
wrap up its second deployment in 18 months. The carrier 
crew’s 2010-11 deployment was notable for supporting the 
special operations mission to get Osama bin Laden in May 
2011. 
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7. Returning Naval Pilots Eagerly Greeted 
(KSEE NBC FRESNO 22 MAY 12) ... Jobin Panicker 

Now it's a waiting game. A game that's lasted six months, 
and now just down to the final few minutes. Moments filled 
with anxiety. Heidi Wyman is here with two of her kids. 
"Nuthin' but big smiles and excitement." 

A feeling only these wives would know. The children are 
bouncing with positive energy. And some are too young to 
even know. 

"Very exciting. It's the day we've been waiting for and 
counting down to." 
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Three strike fighter squadrons are coming home. Back to 
Lemoore. Back to families who badly need them back. 

"You gotta wave at them okay?" 
The detachment left in November of last year. The roar of 

jet engines hints they're close. "You don't believe it's here until 
you see them fly over." 

But the only sound overpowering jet engines today are 
kids. 

A flyover that reminds us of the sacrifice. It reminds us of 
the strength of the military. For these families, it just means 
they're several thousand feet apart. 

"He's gonna freak when he sees how tall she is." 
Mia has it all planned out. She's had six months to think 

about it. 
"I'm gonna run up to him and give him a big hug." 

The pilots are on the ground, they inch along on the 
tarmac. Some are stopped and know they're very close. Then 
they make the walk out, like out of a movie scene. 

Hugs and kisses all around. Embraces that cannot be 
broken. Kisses that are long overdue. 

"Kiss!" 
It's surprising how things can change in six months. Kids 

grow, they change, but they're still your kids. 
"I don't know what to tell you other than I have sunshine 

in my arms." 
Families are reunited. It's beautiful really. Some have very 

little to say in the moment, because there is too much to say, 
so much to catch up on. They're home. 

"All the memories all the love is reconnected in ten 
minutes. It's amazing." 

View Clip (RT: 1:57) 
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8. Navy Surgeon General Visits Pacific Partnership 2012 Crew 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 22 MAY 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Kristopher Regan, Navy Public Affairs Support 
Element West 

GUAM -- The Navy's surgeon general and chief of the 
Bureau of Medicine and Surgery visited the Pacific 
Partnership 2012 (PP12) crew aboard Military Sealift 
Command hospital ship USNS Mercy (T-AH 19) May 22. 

While aboard, Vice Adm. Matthew L. Nathan conducted 
an all-hands call to tell the crew of nearly 1,000 service 
members and civilians how important the PP12 mission and 
all humanitarian missions are to Navy medicine and to the 
world. 

"I think one thing that is common to everyone in the 
world, no matter where you live or what you do is health care 
and trying to maintain well being," said Nathan. "By doing 
this mission and creating these types of partnerships, by 
showing this kind of compassion, by using ships that were 
initially built years before and transformed to be used for 
humanitarian assistance, engagement, and cooperation, truly 
shows the Navy is a global force for good." 

Nathan was surrounded by hundreds of health care 
providers including doctors, nurses, hospital corpsmen along 
with members from several non-governmental organizations, 
all of whom are preparing for the first mission port of 
Indonesia. 

"When I found out the surgeon general was going to visit 
before we left for the start of our first mission port, I thought it 
really showed the true testament to the meaning of this 
mission and the incredible impact of pacific partnership," said 
Cmdr. Matthew Provencher, director of surgical services on 
board Mercy. 

The visit from the surgeon general inspired members of 
the crew who are ready to start the mission and provide 
humanitarian civic assistance and conduct subject matter 

expert exchanges with the host nations of Indonesia, the 
Philippines, Vietnam and Cambodia. 

"The surgeon general's speech was incredibly inspiring 
and told a wonderful story of what lies ahead for our mission, 
not only the challenges awaiting us, but also the host nations, 
the patients and our team effort and training to prepare in calm 
to respond in a crisis situation," said Provencher. 

Pacific Partnership is an annual U.S. Pacific Fleet 
humanitarian and civic assistance mission designed to work 
by, with and through host and partner nations, non-
governmental organizations and international agencies to build 
partnerships and a collective ability to respond to natural 
disasters. 

Broadcast Clip - Navy Surgeon General Visits PP12 
Crew 

(YOUTUBE 22 MAY 12) U.S. Navy 
As if visiting the tropical paradise of Guam isn’t cool 

enough, USNS Mercy (T-AH 19) was greeted by the Navy 
Surgeon General, Vice Adm. Matthew L. Nathan, who spoke 
to the crew about the importance of their service, and the 
importance of Pacific Partnership 2012. 

As the U.S. Navy Surgeon General and Chief, Bureau of 
Medicine and Surgery, Nathan leads a global healthcare 
network of 63,000 Navy medical personnel around the world 
who provide high-quality health care to more than one million 
eligible beneficiaries – making his visit a truly special 
occasion for a humanitarian/civic assistance mission such as 
Pacific Partnership 2012. Navy Medicine personnel deploy 
with Sailors and Marines worldwide, providing critical 
mission support aboard ship, in the air, under the sea and on 
the battlefield. 

View Clip (RT: 0:54) 
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9. Dry Dock Episode 8: Readiness 
(YOUTUBE 22 MAY 12) ... U.S. Navy 

The complex overhaul of the aircraft carrier USS Nimitz 
(CVN 68) involves far more than metal and machines. Join the 

Sailors as they prepare to get underway - many for the first 
time. 

View Clip (RT: 25:18) 
Return to Index 
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10. USS Theodore Roosevelt Begins Crew Move Aboard Process 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 22 MAY 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist Seaman Katie Lash, USS Theodore Roosevelt Public Affairs 

NEWPORT NEWS, Va. -- USS Theodore Roosevelt 
(CVN-71) began the first phase of the ship's crew move 
aboard (CMA) process May 21 after nearly three years in 
refueling complex overhaul (RCOH) and marks a major step 
for the crew as they inherit the ship to start living, training and 
operating onboard. 

CMA, which marks a major milestone for the crew as the 
ship enters its final year of RCOH, is a four-month process 
where supplies, equipment, workstations and some crew 
members will gradually move onto the ship. 

"Team Theodore Roosevelt has put forth outstanding 
effort and dedication towards getting ready for the Crew Move 
Aboard process," said TR Commanding Officer Capt. Billy 
Hart. "RCOH is one of the world's most complex industrial 
jobs, and deckplate by deckplate, we're taking back the ship so 
our Sailors can live, train and operate aboard to return TR to 
the fleet." 

During the first phase of CMA, supplies such as 
mattresses, new damage control equipment, computers and 

communication equipment will be moved aboard. The duty 
section will also be able to use berthing areas on the ship and 
various departments will begin moving and working aboard 
the ship as well. 

"I think we are doing great as far as getting spaces ready," 
said Cmdr. Chad Hixson, strike operations officer and CMA 
coordinator. "Spaces that are groomed and ready to be lived in 
look great." 

The second phase, 'eat aboard', scheduled for June, will 
feature the ship's galley opening to serve meals to the crew 
onboard the ship. 

CMA is scheduled to end in September after the third 
phase, 'work aboard', where all departments will be expected 
to be operating on the ship, is complete. 

"CMA is about us taking back our house and getting back 
onto our turf," said Hixson. "It's about ownership. This is our 
home. This is what it's all about." 
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11. Navy Divers Complete First Navy Thousand Foot Dive Since 1974 
(WJHG NBC PANAMA CITY 22 MAY 12) ... Mark Vaughn 

PANAMA CITY BEACH, FL- Six Navy divers from the 
experimental dive unit at the Naval Support Activity Panama 
City, emerged from a decompression chamber Tuesday after a 
15-day trial. They've been testing new equipment that will 
make it easier and less expensive to perform underwater 
recovery missions. 

The divers were testing the 26-million dollar Saturation 
Fly-Away Diving System, which will help the Navy complete 
some important salvage and recovery missions. 

They also are the first Navy divers to reach depths of 
1,000 feet, since 1974. 

Crew members greeted these six Navy divers with cheers 
Tuesday as they emerged from a decompression chamber after 
15 days. 

HMC. Michael Fassen said, "I'm pretty excited about it. 
It's exactly what I wanted to do when I came over here to 
NEDU." 

The Saturation Fly-Away Dive System allows them to 
dive in a "Bell" chamber, to 1,000 feet to complete repairs or 
recover items. They can then return to the decompression 
chamber several times in a matter of days. It will save the 
Navy, time and money. 

ND1. Jad Graves said, "So complex that it's nice to be 
able to say, hey as a diver I got to do the actual complex 
stuff." 

The dive itself was a unique experience. 
"Oxygen doesn't feel any different except you sound like 

the chipmunks the whole entire time," added ND1. Nelson 
Trevallion. "At depth we really couldn't speak, like we 
couldn't have a conversation like this." 

They spent four days diving, so they needed 11 days to 
decompress before they could get out of the chamber. 

"Six guys, really small space. You're watching a movie, 
eating five feet away to the left. Then another five feet away 
you may have a guy showering, or using the facilities or 
whatever," said Graves. 

Trevallion added, "It's like having five other wives. You 
love em' but you know, we're glad to be out." 

One vital piece of equipment they couldn't leave home 
without, they're Navy flag. It made the trip to 1,000 feet too. 
Besides a test for the Fly-Away Saturation System, the dive 
was part of the divers' certification process. 

View Clip (RT: 2:13) 
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12. 'Golf Ball' Back After 2 Months At Sea 
(HONOLULU STAR-ADVERTISER 22 MAY 12) ... William Cole 

The Missile Defense Agency’s 280-foot-tall Sea-Based 
X-band Radar returned to Ford Island on Monday after being 
at sea during North Korea’s failed April 13 rocket test. 

Asked if the radar ship monitored the launch, agency 
spokeswoman Pam Rogers said, “We can’t discuss the nature 
of the SBX’s operations.” 

The radar, which has the appearance of a giant golf ball 
on a six-legged platform, sailed out of Pearl Harbor March 23, 
about three weeks ahead of the North Korea test. 

Rogers said the SBX is back in Hawaii to complete a 
change of contractors for some support functions and to 
reduce overall operating costs. 

The Missile Defense Agency said in mid-March when the 
radar arrived that it was also then going to make a change in 
contractors. 

The one-of-a-kind, $1 billion SBX, part of the nation’s 
ballistic missile defense system, is a combination of an 
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advanced X-band radar mounted on a mobile, oceangoing, 
semi-submersible platform. 

The agency said in February that it planned to sideline the 
missile tracker by placing it “in a limited test and contingency 
operations status” to save $500 million over five years. 

The change was detailed as part of the Defense 
Department’s budget request for 2013, which set out $487 
billion in cuts over the next 10 years. 

It remains unclear where the agency will keep the missile-
tracking platform. Pearl Harbor’s Ford Island has become its 
unofficial home port. 

“The SBX will enter limited test support status in 2013,” 
Rogers said. Its long-term location is still under consideration, 
she said. 

North Korea reportedly is digging a tunnel for what could 
be a third attempted nuclear test, drawing another round of 
warnings from the United States. 

“It is very important that North Korea not miscalculate 
again and engage in any future provocations,” Glyn Davies, 
the U.S. special envoy for North Korea policy, said Monday in 
Seoul. “And that is the main message that we are conveying to 
North Korea. We are united in our resolve to respond, not just 
the (U.S., South Korea and Japan), but Russia and China as 
well, if there are additional provocations.” 
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13. Defense Overnight: Panetta, Clinton Push 'Law Of The Sea' Treaty 
(THE HILL 22 MAY 12) ... Jeremy Herb and Carlo Munoz 

Three top Obama administration officials are headed to 
Capitol Hill Wednesday morning to try to persuade the Senate 
to ratify the “Law of the Sea” Treaty. 

The Obama administration is trying to pass the treaty after 
it failed five years ago, which the administration argues is 
important to create a new legal framework for resolving 
territorial disputes. 

Secretary of State Hillary Clinton, Secretary of Defense 
Leon Panetta and Joint Chiefs Chairman Gen. Martin 
Dempsey will testify to the Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee to make their case for Senate ratification. 

But the treaty, which has been signed by 160 countries, 
faces resistance in the Senate led by Sen. Jim DeMint (R-
S.C.), as critics argue it would impede the U.S. Navy’s ability 

to operate as it sees fit could lead to the redistribution of oil-
and-gas royalties. 

A conservative lobbying push against the treaty is being 
lead by Heritage Action, and DeMint has at least 24 senators 
on a letter opposing the treaty. The House also passed an 
amendment in the defense authorization bill that would block 
funding to finance the treaty. 

But the treaty received a stamp of approval from the U.S. 
Chamber of Commerce on Tuesday ahead of the hearing. Sen. 
Carl Levin (D-Mich.), Senate Armed Services Committee 
chairman, said Tuesday that the treaty “ought to pass” and that 
he thought there was the necessary two-thirds support in the 
Senate to get it ratified. 
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14. Obama Administration In New Push To Ratify Sea Treaty 
(REUTERS 22 MAY 12) ... David Alexander 

WASHINGTON -- A U.S. Navy surveillance vessel 
stumbled into a nerve-racking confrontation with five Chinese 
ships in 2009 while conducting ocean mapping operations in 
the South China Sea. 

Chinese ships bent on enforcing Beijing's expansive view 
of its rights under the Law of the Sea Treaty tried to snare the 
USNS Impeccable's towed sonars with a grappling hook, U.S. 
officials said. 

Some of the vessels darted into the Impeccable's path, 
forcing the unarmed civilian crew to take emergency evasive 
action to avoid collision, they said. 

When the United States protested the dangerous actions 
and insisted that China was asserting maritime rights far in 
excess of those conferred by the 1982 treaty, Beijing's 
response was right to the point. 

"They had a perfect reply," said Myron Nordquist, 
associate director of the Center for Oceans Law and Policy at 
the University of Virginia. "Who is the U.S. to come and tell 
us to abide by a treaty to which you are not a party?" 

Thirty years after the global community negotiated the 
U.N. Convention on the Law of the Sea, the Obama 
administration, backed by senior military officials and 
business leaders, is making a new push to win U.S. Senate 
ratification of the treaty. 

Supporters say the agreement would vastly expand U.S. 
control of resource-rich maritime regions off the coastal 
United States and give the military firmer footing to assert 
rights of navigation and overflight around the world. 

"It's urgent that we move on this because American 
economic interests are very much at stake," said Senator John 
Kerry, head of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, 
which takes up the treaty on Wednesday for the first time in 
five years. 

"Other nations are moving to stake claims and to assert 
sovereignty in places that they perhaps shouldn't," he said, 
"and the United States needs to get off the dime and protect its 
economic interests." 

Defense Secretary Leon Panetta and Secretary of State 
Hillary Clinton testify before the committee on Wednesday at 
the start of several months of hearings that Kerry said he 
believed would eventually lead lawmakers to ratify the treaty. 

But critics, who have succeeded in blocking the accord 
since it first came to the Senate in the mid-1990s, said the 
United States stands to gain little beyond what it can already 
claim, while ceding some of its sovereignty to an international 
organization. 

"When you view the pros and cons of the treaty, when 
you do the cost benefit analysis, the costs, the real costs are 
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provable and supported by facts and law and logic whereas the 
supposed benefits are fairly conjectural," said Steven Groves, 
an analyst at the conservative Heritage Foundation think tank. 

He said the treaty would expose the United States to 
lawsuits and siphon off billions of dollars in royalty payments 
to fund the bureaucracy associated with the convention. 

But Kerry dismissed much of the criticism of the accord 
as "mythology" and said the treaty carried "enormous 
benefits." He said companies had told him they would not 
invest in seabed mining unless the treaty was ratified. 

"We have major economic interests in various parts of the 
ocean," he said. "We can't lay a claim to them and protect 
them under the Law of the Sea because we're not a party to the 
Law of the Sea." 

The treaty, which originated in negotiations in the 1950s, 
established 12 nautical mile territorial seas, as well as rights of 
navigation and overflight. 

It also created 200 nautical mile exclusive economic 
zones that give the coastal states rights of development and 
exploitation of natural resources but ensure other countries the 
right of transit and overflight. 

The agreement has been ratified by 162 countries, 
including all permanent members of the U.N. Security Council 
except the United States. Other countries that have yet to join 
the treaty include North Korea, Venezuela, Syria and Iran. 

Proponents say the United States, because of its extensive 
coastline and large navy, stands to benefit more than most 
other countries by joining the treaty. 

It would bring vast areas of the ocean under recognized 
U.S. control, and put the military's worldwide rights of transit 
and overflight on more stable legal ground, officials said. 

"Treaty law makes the firmest legal foundation upon 
which to base our global presence - on, above and below the 
seas," Panetta told a recent forum. 

The defense secretary also underscored the importance of 
the treaty in the context of the Pentagon's shift in strategic 
focus to the western Pacific, East Asia and Indian Ocean. 

"By not acceding to the convention, we give up the 
strongest legal footing for our actions," Panetta said. "How 
can we argue that other nations must abide by international 
rules when we haven't officially accepted those rules 
ourselves?" 

Kerry said the treaty could help resolve differences in 
maritime disputes in the Asia-Pacific before violence erupts. 

"The United States will remain the world's pre-eminent 
power, but you don't want to resort to gunboat diplomacy for 
every issue," he said. "You'd like to have legal resources 
available to you. And this treaty gives it to you." 
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15. Panetta To Embark On Weeklong Asia-Pacific Visit 
(DEFENSE NEWS 22 MAY 12) ... Marcus Weisgerber 

U.S. Defense Secretary Leon Panetta will begin a 
weeklong visit to the Asia-Pacific next week, his first visit to 
the region since the Pentagon announced an increased focus 
on that area earlier this year. 

Panetta will attend high-level meetings with leaders from 
key U.S. partners and deliver a speech at the Shangri-la 
Dialogue in Singapore, a forum for discussing regional 
defense issues and equipment modernization. 

He is scheduled to meet with leaders from Singapore, 
Japan, South Korea, Australia and a number of other nations, 
Pentagon Press Secretary George Little said at a May 22 
briefing. 

Asian leaders are scheduled to discuss issues such as 
disputes in the South China Sea, submarines, cyberwarfare, 
unmanned aircraft and emerging threats, according to a draft 
agenda posted on the summit’s website. 

In addition to the dialogue, Panetta will spend two days in 
Vietnam, which his predecessor, Robert Gates, visited in 
2010. 

“The United States has a long-term commitment to 
advancing a strong bilateral defense relationship with Vietnam 
that is based on mutual trust and understanding,” Little said. 
“[T]his visit will afford us an opportunity to continue to work 
on that very important relationship.” 

From there, Panetta will spend two days in India. 
New strategic military guidance, issued in January, stated 

that the United States would invest in a “long-term strategic 
partnership with India to support its ability to serve as a 
regional economic anchor and provider of security in the 
broader Indian Ocean region.” 

“Further developing the U.S.-India relationship is a 
priority for the United States government, and our bilateral 
relationship is one of the defining partnerships of the 21st 
century for the United States,” Little said. 
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16. NATO: Chicago Summit Successful On Some Goals 
(DEFENSE NEWS 22 MAY 12) ... Kate Brannen 

CHICAGO — With the conclusion of its carefully 
orchestrated summit in Chicago, NATO declared success in 
areas where it had planned to announce progress and dialed 
back the media’s expectations where it may have fallen short. 

As it had broadcasted in the months and weeks before the 
summit began, NATO announced progress on missile defense 
and a slew of projects aimed to increase the sharing of defense 
capabilities between NATO members. 

This included a $1.7 billion contract with Northrop 
Grumman for five Block 40 Global Hawk unmanned aircraft. 

At least 13 countries will contribute to the purchase of the 
UAVs, which will be shared by all 28 NATO members. 

Although the contract was signed on Monday evening, 
NATO first made the deal public in February. 

On missile defense, NATO formally declared an interim 
ballistic missile defense capability, a first step toward the 
alliance’s goal to build a missile defense system to protect 
NATO European countries and populations. 

The announcement did not generate much news mostly 
because it was long in the making. 
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Still, summit organizers tried to bring attention to the 
project, scheduling an opportunity for photographers to snap 
pictures of NATO Secretary General Anders Fogh Rasmussen 
receiving a tour of a missile defense exhibit set up in the 
media area. 

The exhibit, which featured a tall, white missile standing 
in the center, attracted some curiosity as it sat all alone on the 
convention center floor. The only other exhibit in the large 
hall was devoted to the city of Chicago, where local chefs 
handed out food and beer samples. 

In his final press conference, Rasmussen declared the 
summit “highly successful” and said leaders had accomplished 
exactly what they had set out to do. 

However, there were some areas where the message was: 
this summit was never supposed to accomplish that, so there is 
no disappointment that it didn’t. 

Journalists repeatedly asked what type of financial 
contributions NATO member countries had pledged to the 
mission in Afghanistan after 2014 when combat troops are 
scheduled to leave. 

Although some countries were specific in their 
commitments, many questions remained about who would 
contribute what to the $4-billion-a-year price tag for 
maintaining the Afghan Security Forces. 

During separate press conferences, President Obama and 
Rasmussen both said the Chicago summit was never meant to 
be a donor conference. 

Much of that work will be left to the Tokyo Cooperation 
Conference on Afghanistan, scheduled to take place in July. 
There, countries are expected to determine how much 
financial assistance they will provide Afghanistan post-2014. 

“While this summit has not been a pledging conference, 
it’s been encouraging to see a number of countries making 
significant financial commitments to sustain Afghanistan’s 
progress in the years ahead,” Obama said during a press 
conference on Monday. 

Pakistan also drove the headlines in Chicago, as the 
summit took place against the backdrop of tense negotiations 
between Pakistan and the United States over reopening supply 
routes in the country. 

“We didn’t expect an agreement on the Pakistan transit 
routes to be reached at this summit. That was not planned,” 
Rasmussen said. 

Pakistan blockaded Afghanistan-bound supplies from 
moving through the country in November after a NATO 
airstrike killed 24 Pakistani soldiers. 

Pakistan continues to demand an apology for the event. 
Pakistani President Asif Ali Zardari was invited to 

Chicago late last week. At first it was believed the invite was 
contingent upon Pakistan opening the transit routes, but the 
invitation was issued and no such deal was reached. 

“We didn’t anticipate that the supply line issue was going 
to be resolved by this summit,” Obama said during the press 
conference. “We knew that before we arrived in Chicago, but 
we’re actually making diligent progress on it.” 

Without a final deal, Obama did not agree to formally 
meet with Zardari and instead briefly chatted with him on the 
sidelines. However, Obama did sit down for more than an 
hour with Afghan President Hamid Karzai on Sunday. 

Despite the perceived diplomatic snub of Pakistan, 
Rasmussen said he predicted an agreement would be reached 
and that Pakistan would reopen the transit routes in the very 
near future. 
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17. Taiwan Officials Back Ramos Proposal For Dialogue 
Taiwanese Official Backs Proposal for Dialogue on South China Sea 
(PHILIPPINE STAR 23 MAY 12) ... Cecille Suerte Felipe and Paolo Romero 

TAIPEI - The proposal of former Philippine President 
Fidel Ramos for a dialogue among countries with conflicting 
claims in the South China Sea has gained support from the 
Taiwanese government. 

Liu Fu-Kuo, research fellow of the Institute of 
International Relations-National Chengchi University (IIR-
NCCU), yesterday said Ramos proposed to organize an 
international committee or working group that China and the 
Philippines can talk with to ease tension in Panatag 
(Scarborough) Shoal [Reef]. 

"I don't know how much this (Ramos proposal) will be 
possible, but I do hope that he is going to convince all 
countries in the region to talk on the South China Sea more 
seriously," Liu told journalists from different countries visiting 
the IIRC-NCCU compound here yesterday. 

Liu said Taiwan would have to follow the process to solve 
the conflicting claims on Panatag Shoal by Taiwan, China and 
the Philippines in a peaceful manner. 

Liu, who admitted he has been monitoring developments 
in Panatag, reiterated Taiwanese President Ma Ying-jeou's 
position and Taiwan's stand to pursue the peaceful solution in 
the territorial disputes in the South China Sea. 

The claim on the shoal heated up after Chinese maritime 
vessels started imposing fishing restrictions on Filipino 

fishermen returning to Panatag by denying them entry to the 
lagoon. 

The standoff at Panatag Shoal started last April 10 when 
two Chinese government vessels prevented the Philippine 
Navy from arresting Chinese fishermen caught poaching in the 
area. 

China had reportedly imposed strict policy on their 
importation of produce from the Philippines, including 
bananas, which would hurt banana producers, mostly in 
Mindanao. 

"In the Taiwan perspective, we don't want to see 
countries' territory involved in the dispute with each other, 
because if China and the Philippines stand firm on that issue, 
it will escalate into other issues in the South China Sea," he 
added. 

He maintained that all countries involved should find a 
win-win solution. 

"The no. 1 point is that Taiwan doesn't want to see 
escalation; second, if there's any different opinion, probably it 
has to go through certain dialogues, serious talks with each 
other, trying to find solution," said Liu. 

He expressed belief that the Philippines, China and 
Taiwan have already looked into their respective constitutions 
in an effort to resolve the issue, but "we may not be able to 
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find short answers immediately because we all live in the 
same region." 

"It would be better for all of us to sit down and find 
certain way, win-win solution, so everyone is talking about 
win-win but how to go about the process is a big challenge to 
everyone," he said. 

Liu pointed out that for the past three decades, Taiwan 
officials had been taking a more passive approach on the 
claim. 

But he said things have changed. 
"You probably heard that Vietnamese patrol boat came to 

Taiping Island, the largest island in the Spratlys, scaring us." 
He said the Taiwan parliament, experts, and also public 

opinion makers are encouraging the government to do serious 
work in the South China Sea. 
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18. Cutter Dallas Turned Over To Philippine Military 
(CHARLESTON (SC) POST & COURIER 23 MAY 12) ... Schuyler Kropf 

The American flag came off the Coast Guard Cutter 
Dallas for the last time Tuesday, with its new owner saying 
the vessel will help ensure stability in a part of the globe vital 
to U.S. interests. 

In a ceremony meant to highlight decades of cooperation 
and friendship, the Dallas officially left American service 
behind to join the Philippine navy. 

The boat’s new name is the Ramon Alcaraz, to honor a 
Filipino naval officer who captained a torpedo boat in some of 
the earliest engagements with the Japanese during World War 
II. 

Accepting the ship on behalf of the Philippine 
government, Armed Forces Chief of Staff Gen. Jessie Dellosa 
stressed the acquisition should not be seen as a threat to 
Pacific neighbors. 

“Many might speculate on the timing of this acquisition 
because (of) our territorial disputes with China,” he said in 

prepared remarks during the dockside ceremony in North 
Charleston. 

But he said the goal is to use the ship, and hopefully a 
third later from the U.S., to develop the Malampaya Gas 
Projects. 

Beyond foreign affairs, Tuesday’s ceremony was the 
ending step in the Dallas’ 45-year U.S. career, which in recent 
times was heavy on drug interdiction missions in the 
Caribbean. 

Most of her crew is leaving Charleston, or already has 
left, for other assignments. About 50 personnel are staying 
behind to help train and advise the takeover Filipino crew. 

“I hope she will serve the Philippines as faithfully and 
capably as she has served the United States of America,” 
Coast Guard Rear Adm. John H. Korn said. 
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19. Iran, U.N. Reach Deal 
Tentative Nuclear Pact; Plan could give inspectors access 
(WASHINGTON POST 23 MAY 12) ... Joby Warrick 

Iran has agreed in principle to pull back the curtain on 
some of its most secretive nuclear research, U.N. officials said 
Tuesday, a concession that came hours before negotiators 
from the Islamic republic were due to begin crucial talks with 
six world powers on curbing its nuclear program. 

The tentative agreement, announced in Vienna by U.N. 
nuclear officials, could give inspectors access to Iranian 
scientists and facilities long shielded from international 
scrutiny. The move was greeted with a mixture of optimism 
and wariness by Western diplomats seeking to discern whether 
it represented a genuine breakthrough or an attempt by Iran to 
gain an advantage before the start of Wednesday's talks. 

Officials from the United States and five other powers - 
Britain, China, France, Germany and Russia - are expected to 
press Iran to accept strict curbs on its nuclear activities during 
the negotiations, which many diplomats and security experts 
see as a last chance to stave off a military confrontation. 

Despite more conciliatory signals from Tehran in recent 
weeks - culminating with the inspection deal announced 
Tuesday - it was unclear whether Iran would agree to any new 
restrictions on a nuclear program that it consistently has said is 
for peaceful purposes. 

"We're clear-eyed going into this," said a senior Western 
diplomat, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss 
diplomatically sensitive preparations for the talks, which were 
scheduled to last one day. "The signs from Iran so far have 

been positive and different from what we have seen before. 
But Iran needs to show a seriousness and a clear willingness to 
get on to the substance of the issues." 

Tuesday's apparent accord between Iran and the United 
Nations' International Atomic Energy Agency attempts to 
resolve one of the thorniest disputes between Iran and Western 
governments in recent years: the nation's refusal to account for 
a secret program of alleged nuclear weapons research 
conducted as recently as 2003. Iran insists that it has never 
sought to manufacture nuclear weapons, but it has routinely 
blocked access to key scientists and to military installations 
where the work was alleged to have occurred. 

After a previously unscheduled visit to Iran over the 
weekend, IAEA Director General Yukiya Amano said 
Tuesday that the two sides had essentially settled their 
differences and were formalizing a plan that would ease the 
investigation of Iran's past nuclear activities, ending a six-year 
stalemate. 

"I can say it will be signed quite soon," Amano told 
reporters at the Vienna airport upon his return from Tehran. 
While a few obstacles remain, a "decision was made to 
conclude and sign the agreement," he said. 

In Washington, the Obama administration cautiously 
welcomed Amano's announcement, but several officials noted 
that similar agreements had fallen apart when Iranian officials 
refused to provide the promised access. 
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"It's an agreement in principle that represents a step in the 
right direction," White House spokesman Jay Carney told 
reporters. "We will make judgments about Iran's behavior 
based on actions." 

The Israeli government, which has threatened military 
strikes against Iran to stop what it sees as Tehran's pursuit of 
nuclear weapons, was openly skeptical of the claim of a 
diplomatic breakthrough. 

"The Iranians are trying to reach a 'technical agreement,' 
which will create the impression of progress in the talks," 
Israeli Defense Minister Ehud Barak said at the start of a 
Ministry of Defense meeting. By appearing to make 
concessions, Iran is seeking merely to deflect international 
pressure on itself, he said. 

Neither Iran nor the IAEA provided details of the accord, 
although Amano spoke of progress on a "structural agreement" 
that laid out the terms under which Iran would give the agency 
information about its past nuclear research. 

Tehran's chief nuclear negotiator, Saeed Jalili, spoke 
vaguely about what he said were "very good talks" with the 
U.N. nuclear agency. "God willing, we will have good 
cooperation in the future," he added. 

To some former U.S. officials and arms-control experts, 
the apparent progress at the Tehran meeting was a positive 
sign. 

"Now the task is to reach agreement on specific, concrete 
proposals, followed by actions, that can help prevent a 
nuclear-armed Iran," said Daryl Kimball, executive director of 

the Arms Control Association, a Washington-based nonprofit 
organization. 

Western diplomats in recent days have publicly aired their 
views about what some of the proposals and actions should be. 
In interviews, some have outlined a multistage strategy in 
which Iran would be called upon to immediately halt some 
nuclear activities, including its production of a more highly 
purified form of enriched uranium that could be used to build 
weapons. Iran also is likely to be pressed to shut down its 
newest uranium-enrichment plant, which is built in mountain 
bunkers beyond the reach of most conventional bombs and 
missiles. 

Significant relief from international sanctions would come 
later, after Iran carried out the initial "confidence building" 
measures and agreed to permanent curbs that would keep the 
nation from emerging as a nuclear weapons state. 

Current and former Obama administration officials 
acknowledged that the chances for a comprehensive 
agreement Wednesday were slim, given the complexity of the 
issues and the time needed for consultations between the 
negotiators and their governments. But several officials said 
they expected at least to have firm indications from Iran about 
its willingness to address Western concerns. 

"One doesn't need to see a breakthrough in these talks - 
it's not realistic," said Dennis Ross, who until last fall was 
President Obama's chief adviser on Iran. "But you need to see 
indicators that they are willing to talk about some of these 
things." 
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20. U.S. Prices Australian Growler Upgrade At $1.7bn 
(FLIGHT GLOBAL 23 MAY 12) ... Greg Waldron 

SINGAPORE - The U.S. Defense Security Cooperation 
Agency (DSCA) has priced the upgrade of 12 Australian 
Boeing F/A-18F Super Hornet aircraft to the EA-18G Growler 
electronic warfare configuration at $1.7 billion. 

The proposed deal would be conducted under the U.S. 
Foreign Military Sales (FMS) mechanism, the DSCA said in a 
statement. Its announcement follows a request from the 
government of Australia. 

The package would include a broad range of equipment 
and related services. Salient elements are 34 AN/ALQ-99F(V) 
tactical jamming system pods, 22 CN-1717/A interference 
cancellation systems (INCANS), as well as command launch 
computers for the Raytheon AGM-88 high-speed anti-
radiation missile (HARM), and the ATK advanced anti-
radiation guided missile (AARGM). 

The DSCA named Boeing as the prime contractor for the 
deal. 

If Canberra decides to move forward with the deal, it will 
give the Royal Australian Air Force (RAAF) a dedicated 
electronic warfare capability for the first time in its history. To 

fully develop tactics and procedures, the RAAF will likely 
work closely with the world's only other operator of the EA-
18G, the U.S. navy. 

In early April, Australian minister for defence Stephen 
Smith announced a A$19 million ($18.6 million) purchase of 
"long lead item electronic equipment" that would allow it to 
reconfigure 12 Super Hornets to the Growler standard. 

"The decision to purchase this equipment has been made 
now to ensure Australia continues to have potential access to 
the Growler technology," said Smith in the April 
announcement. 

"A final decision on whether Australia converts some of 
its Super Hornets to Growler configuration will be made after 
exhaustive assessment by the government this year. This 
purchase ensures Australia will continue to have access to 
specific technologies needed to make any such conversion." 

In 2009, Australia spent $35 million for the modification 
of 12 yet-to-be delivered Super Hornets so that any future 
Growler upgrade would be less invasive. Australia operates 24 
Super Hornets. 
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21. UK Ambiguous About Sending Nuke Sub To Malvinas 
(BUENOS AIRES HERALD 22 MAY 12) 

Royal Navy Commander Mark Southorn said today that 
news informing of the sending of the HMS Talent nuke 
submarine to the Malvinas Islands are “mere media 
speculations," and without denying or confirming the 

deployment, the British official just emphasized that though 
the ship is nuclear-powered, it’s not a nuclear-armed 
submarine; according to State-run news agency Télam. 
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“We can’t make any comments on regards our military 
operations, though we can confirm that news about the 
sending of a submarine our media speculations as no journalist 

has discussed the topic with any member of the Defence 
Ministry," Southorn told Télam. 
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22. U.K. Presses On With Designs For Nuke Sub Replacement 
(DEFENSE NEWS 22 MAY 12) ... Andrew Chuter 

LONDON — The British government has awarded 
industry 350 million pounds ($553.5 million) in contracts to 
continue design work on the Royal Navy’s replacement for its 
current nuclear missile-equipped submarines. 

BAE Systems was the main beneficiary of the May 22 
contract announcement by the Ministry of Defence. The 
submarine builder accounted for 328 million pounds of the 
spending, while Babcock secured a 15 million pound deal on 
designing parts of the in-service support and nuclear reactor 
builder Rolls-Royce has been awarded a 4 million pound 
contract. 

The contracts are part of a 3 billion pound design effort 
the MoD announced 12 months ago. 

Defence Secretary Philip Hammond said the contracts 
were an “important step” toward renewing the U.K.’s nuclear 
deterrent. 

Britain is in the early stages of designing a new submarine 
to replace its four Vanguard-class boats. The first of the new 
Successor program submarines is due to be delivered to the 
Royal Navy in 2028. The submarine is expected to provide the 
deterrent capability into the 2060s. A final decision on the 

design and build program for the Trident missile-equipped 
submarine is not scheduled to be made until 2016. 

No decision has been announced on whether the British 
will build three or four new submarines. 

BAE is currently building the seven-strong Astute class of 
nuclear attack submarines for the Royal Navy at its yard in 
Barrow-in-Furness, northeast England. 

John Hudson, the managing director for BAE’s submarine 
building operation, said the new deal was a key step in 
sustaining and growing jobs and skills through the Astute 
program and into the Successor effort. 

The design contracts awards come as the Conservative-
led coalition government continues a review into alternative, 
less expensive ways of maintaining the nuclear deterrent to 
appease its junior partners, the Liberal Democrats. A report is 
expected later this year. 

Last week, the MoD announced it was spending 5 billion 
pounds over five years at the Atomic Weapons Establishment 
to help keep the existing warhead used on Trident in service, 
as well as retain the ability to design and build a new warhead. 
About 40 percent of the spending is on capital projects. 
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PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
23. Summertime Activities Call For Precautions, Official Says 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 22 MAY 12) ... Terri Moon Cronk 

WASHINGTON – As summer approaches, Defense 
Department officials want military members and civilian 
employees to think about safety during their recreational 
pursuits, said Joseph J. Angello Jr., the department’s director 
of operational readiness and safety. 

Whether taking a road trip, swimming, or riding a 
motorcycle, Angello wants service members, their family 
members and DOD civilians to be aware of risks associated 
with such activities. 

Secretary of Defense Leon E. Panetta “wants everyone to 
be safe,” Angello pointed out. 

Highway fatalities, particularly from motorcycle 
accidents, make up the majority of summertime deaths, he 
said. However, he added, recent trends indicate that the 
number of summer fatalities is decreasing. For example, last 
summer’s 92 deaths between Memorial Day and Labor Day 
was less than the 124 summertime fatalities in 2008. 

Fatal summertime accidents are a tragedy, not only for the 
deceased but also for “their families, friends, and their units,” 
Angello said. 

Other major risks, he said, include driving when tired or 
distracted. Driving demands concentration and people need to 
drive defensively and undistracted, he added. 

“During the summer, people are [changing duty stations], 
traveling, seeing family, taking vacations,” Angello said. 
“These are supposed to be good times and relaxing. But there 
are risks on the road.” 

Most driving precautions are based on common sense, he 
said, such as always using seat belts -- even when driving on 
short trips -- and wearing proper attire, including helmets and 
protective gear, when operating a motorcycle or an all-terrain 
vehicle. 

Other summer safety basics include going swimming with 
a friend, and only when lifeguards are on duty, he said. 

“Everyone should know how to swim,” he said, adding 
that the military services had 13 swimming deaths last year. 

But regardless of the summertime activity, using the 
buddy system is important, he said, especially to prevent 
drinking while driving. 

“If we’re watching out for each other and your buddy is 
drinking, and he’s [about to drive], take away his keys,” 
Angello said. “We’ve got to remember that. He’s your co-
pilot, your battle buddy. You’ve got to take care of each other, 
plan, think ahead, and take responsibility.” 

At outings where alcohol is going to be served, Angello 
says to make a plan by choosing a designated driver or plan to 
take a cab ahead of time, and drink in moderation. And don’t 
drink when driving, operating motorcycles or ATVs, jet skis 
or swimming where undertows exist, he said. 

“Alcohol influences you, slows you down, your balance 
and your senses,” Angello said. “Your perceptions are 
distorted -- so be aware of it.” 

Using “the military mindset” to realize potential risks in 
advance is critical to staying safe while participating in 
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summertime activities, he said, noting some situations call for 
personal courage in the presence of peers when faced with 
risky situations. 

“You’ve got to have the foresight to say, ‘If I don’t say 
no, I might not get the opportunity again [because] I might be 
dead,’” Angello said. 

Making smart responsible decisions helps to prevent 
personal tragedy and grief to loved ones, he said. 

”You’ve got responsibilities in life to those you love, and 
to this nation … to defend it for your family and for yourself,” 
Angello said. “The life you save is not just your own. There 
are people who love and depend on you.” 
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24. Leader Vows To Protect Forces 
(TAMPA TRIBUNE 23 MAY 12) ... Howard Altman 

TAMPA -- Special operations forces were the first troops 
on the ground in Afghanistan after the Sept. 11 attacks. They 
have been there ever since and have been deployed to dozens 
of countries in a multitude of high-profile, high-danger 
situations -- including the killing of Osama bin Laden and the 
rescue of hostages held by Somali pirates. 

U.S. Special Operations Command chief Adm. William 
McRaven says he knows the stresses the troops have faced and 
the damage they have endured that sometimes don't show up 
until years later. 

Pacing the floor of the Tampa Convention Center 
ballroom, McRaven said one of his biggest priorities is caring 
for a fighting force he acknowledges has been "frayed." 

"They have seen a lot of fighting," McRaven said. "If you 
have been in war, you have been changed." 

McRaven, the highest-ranking Navy SEAL, said it is his 
responsibility to make sure SOCOM does what it can to take 
care of not just those who fight, but their families as well. 

"If you have a broken leg, a broken heart or a broken 
psyche," McRaven said, "we will do what it takes to get you 
fixed." 

McRaven was speaking at the opening of the general 
session of the Special Operations Forces Industry Conference, 
an annual event that brings the special operations community 
together with the companies that make the goods and services 
they need. SOCOM has an annual purchasing budget of more 
than $2 billion, and the conference is a chance for industry to 
see what operators need and pitch existing products, and for 
operators to voice their opinions on the tools they require. 

Speaking before an audience of hundreds of defense 
industry leaders and special operators force representatives 
from more than 90 nations, McRaven said the top priority is 
"winning the current fight." 

Among other things, that will likely mean some U.S. 
special operations forces in Afghanistan beyond 2014, a 
deadline set by President Barack Obama for turning 
responsibility of security over to the Afghans. 

"The role of special operations forces in Afghanistan is 
crucial to success," said McRaven, the man who planned the 
raid that killed bin Laden. Although he did not talk about what 
that role will look like moving forward, he expressed 
confidence that whatever the U.S. special operations presence 
is in Afghanistan, SOCOM will also be able to meet the 
demands in the 77 other countries where U.S. special forces 
are currently operating. 

As McRaven spoke one floor above in the exhibition hall, 
hundreds of companies were displaying products aimed at 
helping troops find and kill the enemy, protect themselves and 
communicate. 

There were several unmanned aerial vehicle systems from 
the likes of Boeing and several other firms, large and small. A 
lumbering 56,000-pound truck from BAE Systems that was 
billed as the only armored cargo vehicle able to protect 
operators from improvised explosive devices. A dynamic 
marksmanship training simulator from Cubic that gives 
shooters pointers on what they are doing right or wrong. 

At least one company was offering a product that speaks 
to McRaven's concern about preserving the force. 

BAE Systems has already shipped 20,000 Headborne 
Energy Analysis and Diagnostic System devices to the Army. 
Planted in helmets, they read data on how a soldier's head is 
exposed to the concussive forces of IED blasts, bouncing 
around in vehicles and other potential injuries that might cause 
traumatic brain injury. 

The data collected either can be read from sensor devices 
as soldiers return from action or a more complete analysis can 
be made if the data are downloaded onto a computer. 
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25. Budget Impasse Puts 2013 Bonuses, Special Pays At Risk 
(NAVY TIMES 25 MAY 12) ... Rick Maze 

President Obama’s threat to veto the House’s 2013 
defense budget because it would spend $4 billion too much on 
national security is the latest move in a standoff that once 
again threatens to bring the government to a crashing halt. 

The situation is unlikely to be resolved before Election 
Day and could extend into early next year, according to 
congressional leaders. The lack of agreement on spending and 
deficit reduction threatens both sequestration, which could 
cost the Defense Department $55 billion or more in across-
the-board cuts in January, and a government shutdown in late 
January or early February when the nation reaches the limit on 
how much it can borrow. 

In the meantime, dozens of other disagreements between 
Congress and the White House on defense policy and budget 
issues must be resolved. They include the House’s refusal to 
approve any of DoD’s proposed increases in Tricare fees, 
possible limits on how far and how fast the size of the force 
can be reduced, and a number of instances where the White 
House believes Congress is challenging presidential powers. 

Things could get more tangled after the Senate Armed 
Services Committee writes its version of the defense bill, 
launching three-sided negotiations on differences that cannot 
be fully resolved until the basic question of defense funding 
levels is decided. 
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Defense spending is part of this fight because House 
Republicans came up with their extra $4 billion by scrapping 
last fall’s agreement on defense and domestic spending limits. 
They drew up an alternative plan that restores the money by 
making deeper reductions in nondefense programs. Through 
those deeper cuts, their plan also would avoid sequestration. 

To push their point, Republican congressional leaders also 
vowed not to approve another increase in the debt ceiling 
unless it is accompanied by a significant reduction in federal 
spending. 

Across-the-board cuts are set to take effect Jan. 2 unless 
Congress and the White House find a way to avoid or delay 
the action. The U.S. is expected to reach the current $16.4 
trillion debt ceiling between Dec. 31 and mid-February. 

Until these issues are resolved, it will be difficult for 
Congress to complete work on the annual defense policy and 
appropriations bills to cover the fiscal year that begins Oct. 1. 
There is nothing unusual about Congress failing to finish the 
bills by the start of the fiscal year, but there is a practical 
deadline of Dec. 31; more than 30 military bonuses and 
special pays expire at the end of the year, and payments would 
halt without an extension. 

The $642.6 billion defense authorization bill written by 
the House Armed Services Committee totals $8 billion more 

than allowed under last fall’s Budget Control Act and $4 
billion more than the White House requested — a sign that 
nobody is really pleased with the earlier 2011 agreement. 

The White House’s May 15 policy statement on the 
House bill says Obama’s senior advisers would recommend a 
veto of the legislation if the final version impedes the 
president’s ability to “properly direct scarce resources.” Rep. 
Adam Smith, D-Wash., ranking Democrat on the Armed 
Services Committee, said the problem is that the House bill, 
while “decent” overall, “does not fully meet the test of helping 
to solve our long-term budget problems. In the short term, 
funding in the bill will meet many of the needs of our nation’s 
military. 

“Unfortunately, in the long term, we have failed to make 
hard choices. We need a long-term strategy based on a budget 
we can afford,” Smith said. “At some point, we as a Congress 
are going to have to face up to our challenges and make some 
hard choices.” The Armed Services Committee chairman has a 
different view. Rep. Buck McKeon, R-Calif., said the bill 
“helps ensure the Pentagon’s new national security defense 
strategy is not a hollow one and, despite historic cuts to our 
wartime military, it plugs critical capability and strategic 
shortfalls opened in the president’s budget submission.” 
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26. Kearsarge Observes Asian-Pacific Heritage Month 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 22 MAY 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Jonathan Vargas, USS Kearsarge Public Affairs 

USS KEARSARGE, At Sea -- Sailors aboard 
multipurpose amphibious assault ship USS Kearsarge (LHD 3) 
held an Asian-Pacific Heritage Month observance on the Mess 
Decks May 20. 

The observance recognized the contributions Asian 
Americans and Pacific Islanders have made to the United 
States and to the Navy. 

The theme this year is "Striving for excellence in 
leadership, diversity and inclusion." 

Sailors recited poems, songs and shared some personal 
stories about their Asian-Pacific heritage. 

One of the guest speakers, Senior Chief Aviation 
Electronics Technician Lilia Blair expressed the challenges of 
being not only Asian but also female in the Navy. 

"Growing up was hard due to the fact that I was an Asian-
Pacific female," said Blair. "The thing that kept me going was 
that I wanted to pursue the dream of following in my father's 
footsteps." Blair's father retired from the Navy as a master 
chief in the Navy after serving 30 years. 

Ensign Crystal Gonzalez shared some stories of her 
childhood. "I would get picked on by other kids because of the 
way my hair and eyes looked," Gonzalez said. She 

emphasized that every Sailor should embrace their diversity. 
"I want every Sailor to be proud of who [they] are...," she said. 

Capt. Dorian F. Jones, commanding officer of Kearsarge, 
concluded the ceremony by sharing examples of how Asian 
Americans and Pacific Islanders impact the Navy today. 

"Asians and Pacific Islanders have served in the military 
since World War I. Their patriotism runs deep among the 
culture," Jones said. 

According to the Defense Department's Equal 
Opportunity Office, there are currently more than 284,000 
Asian and Pacific Islander military veterans. In the Navy 
alone, there are more than 20,000 Asian and Pacific Islanders 
that make up the total naval force. Included are nine admirals 
and 191 master chief petty officers. 

"The ideas and the diversity of thoughts of our people 
have always strengthened our nation and our Navy. Diversity 
keeps us strong and empowers our ability to defend freedoms 
not only here on the homefront, but all over the world," Jones 
said. "Diversity allows us to do this without prejudice of 
ethnicity or cultural background and that is why we remain the 
most powerful fighting force in the world." 
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27. Surface Warfare Officers School Recognized For Training Excellence 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 22 MAY 12) ... Lt. Steve Gonzalez, Surface Warfare Officers School Public Affairs 

NEWPORT, R.I. -- The Naval Education and Training 
Command (NETC) announced May 22 that Surface Warfare 
Officer School (SWOS) has won two Excellence in Practice 
Awards, one for the Surface Warfare Simulation Training 
Assessment Process and another for Basic Engineering and 
Common Core Course Remediation Practices. 

The awards, sponsored by the American Society for 
Training and Development (ASTD), recognize the partnership 
between SWOS, Naval Air Warfare Center Training Systems 
Division (NAWCTSD) Orlando, Office of Naval Research 
(ONR), and the Center for Research on Evaluation Standards 
and Student Testing (CRESST) to design, build, and 
implement an integrated training system at SWOS. 



 20

The awards recognize SWOS' ability to train high-risk 
operations with fewer instructors; operate current training 
simulators at lower costs than previous simulators; and 
provide a smaller physical footprint and ensure that training is 
scalable, allowing rapid increases in simulation time for each 
student as necessary. 

"These awards are a remarkable achievement recognizing 
the hard work and dedication of the staff and students across 
the SWOS domain," said Lt. Cmdr. Joe Torres, SWOS' 
director of simulation and training. "They validate the shift 
away from knowledge-based learning to a blended, skill-based 
adult training environment that emphasizes the use of 
technologically-advanced simulators to train our students." 

ASTD's Excellence in Practice category recognizes results 
achieved through the use of practices and solutions from the 
entire scope of workplace learning and performance. The 
awards were presented to organizations with practices that 
have demonstrated clear and measurable results in achieving 
organizational goals, meeting a demonstrated need, having 
appropriate design values, and clear alignment with other 
performance improvement initiatives. 

The learning technologies specifically identified in the 
Excellence in Practice award for Surface Warfare Simulation 
Training Assessment Process are: Conning Officer Virtual 
Environment (COVE), Tactical Action Officer-Intelligent 
Tutoring System (TAO-ITS), Tactical Action Officer 
Sandbox, Tactical Action Officer (TAO) Assessment Tool, 
and personal computer-based engineering simulators. These 
learning technologies are designed to provide for a core of 
knowledge, skill development, testing and credentialing. 

The award for Engineering Common Core Course 
Remediation Practice focuses on advancements in remediation 
techniques employed by SWOS to elevate the retention of 
material by its students. The techniques cited in the award 
were team-adjusted curriculum modules to equally load 
content, reserving difficult subject matter for the end of the 
course; redesigned retesting to review all modules objectives 
using a variety of auto-generated test versions; and 
emphasized failed learning objectives by providing subject 
matter experts to answer student questions during remediation. 
As a result of its remediation improvement process, SWOS 
realized a 65 percent drop in student test failure rates and an 
83 percent decrease in setback training costs per student. 

"SWOS' use of single-user training systems and semi-
automated science-based assessment tools enable one-on-one 

validation of skill sets prior to course completion," added 
Torres. "This allows the officers that complete these courses to 
stand Engineering Officer of the Watch (EOOW) or Tactical 
Action Officer (TAO) watches from the first day they arrive at 
their ships." 

Although SWOS' blended learning solutions have 
integrated high-tech simulation and virtual technology, SWOS 
Commanding Officer Capt. Richard Brown notes that the heart 
of the training has not varied from where it has always been. 

"SWOS' instructors are its most valuable resource and 
remain the centerpiece of SWOS training. SWOS continues to 
leverage simulation to its advantage in this fiscally constrained 
environment. To this end, SWOS strives to ensure instructor-
led training is fully maximized and compliments its simulator 
training," said Brown. "The cost-effective simulation 
assessment enhancements have resulted in greater instructor 
efficiencies, but more importantly have provided SWOS with 
the necessary tools to produce a more effectively-trained and 
capable Surface Warfare Officer." 

The agency behind the awards, ASTD, is the world's 
largest professional association dedicated to the training and 
development field. In more than 100 countries, ASTD's 
members work in organizations of all sizes, in the private and 
public sectors, as independent consultants, and as suppliers. 
Members connect locally in 128 U.S. chapters and with 20 
international partners. ASTD started in 1943 and in recent 
years has widened the profession's focus to align learning and 
performance to organizational results. 

"The winning organizations demonstrate how learning 
increases the performance and success of organizations 
worldwide," said Tony Bingham, ASTD President and CEO. 
"Their accomplishments advance the knowledge of the 
workplace learning and development profession and 
contribute to increasing workforce capability and 
organizational competitiveness." 

The SWOS staff headquartered in Newport, R.I. oversees 
12 learning sites, which provide more than 1,000 courses a 
year to more than 67,000 Sailors. SWOS uses a mix of 
blended learning techniques comprised of instructor-led 
classes, hands-on labs, simulation and computer-based 
training. Courses include specialized training supporting all 
enlisted engineering ratings, and Surface Warfare Officers at 
every level. Building maritime partnerships, the command also 
provides training to many international students. 
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28. Naval Intelligence Officer Receives Prestigious Award 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 22 MAY 12) ... Office of Naval Intelligence Public Affairs 

SUITLAND, Md -- The commanding officer of the Office 
of Naval Intelligence's Nimitz Operational Intelligence Center, 
was honored with the 2012 Vice Admiral Rufus L. Taylor 
Award at a banquet and ceremony in McLean, Va., May 20. 

The award is presented annually by the National Military 
Intelligence Association and the National Military Intelligence 
Foundation to the active duty Naval Intelligence professional 
whose contributions to the Navy best exemplify the dedication 
to duty and the unique accomplishments of Vice Adm. Taylor. 

"Many, many great people in my command deserve 
plenty of credit for this award," said award recipient Capt. 
William Bray. "They work very hard to ensure both Sailors in 

the fleet and leaders at the highest reaches of government are 
well supported with the best maritime intelligence in the 
world." 

Bray, who assumed command of the Nimitz Center in 
July 2010, was cited for his command's improved outreach to 
fleet and Navy leaders and key national decision makers. 
Among his achievements, he spearheaded a regular push of 
intelligence briefings to theater and fleet commanders, and 
initiated timely and frequent sharing of vital operational 
intelligence with five Combatant Commands, three fleets, 
deployed forces, the intelligence community and the highest 
levels of national and Navy leadership. 
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Additionally, under Bray's command, the Nimitz Center 
provided crisis response intelligence support during the 2011 
"Arab Spring" uprisings and other events of heightened 
tensions, and became the intelligence community's recognized 
lead for global maritime trade, proliferation, ship tracking, 
narcotics smuggling and piracy analysis. 

"Capt. Bray has distinguished himself while serving as 
Commanding Officer of the Nimitz Center by brilliantly 
performing in a pinnacle position of command," said Capt. 
Robert Rupp, commander, Office of Naval Intelligence. "An 
exemplary leader committed to ensuring world class analysis 
and production, he skillfully led his team of more than 500 
military and civilian analysts in support of naval operations 
and civil maritime intelligence efforts worldwide." 

The award is named for Vice Admiral Rufus L. Taylor, 
who made naval history as a superb manager and signals 
intelligence analyst. He played a leading role in the analysis of 
Japanese codes in World War II. His efforts provided critical 
intelligence to naval commanders which contributed 
significantly to the Allied victory. 

"Ensuring expert maritime analysis is always available to 
the Navy warfighter and Joint Force Commander is 
fundamental to the Navy operational intelligence culture. We 
can never lose sight of this fact," said Bray. 

The Nimitz Operational Intelligence Center is an echelon 
III command within the Office of Naval Intelligence. Founded 
in 1882, ONI is the nation's longest-serving intelligence 
agency. 
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FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
29. USS Mississippi Commissioning 
Viewing of submarine's arrival best at Riverfront Park in Pascagoula 
(PASCAGOULA (MS) PRESS 22 MAY 12) ... Susan Ruddiman 

PASCAGOULA, Mississippi -- The city's new Riverfront 
Park is the place to be on Friday afternoon, May 25, when the 
U.S. Navy's latest ballistic submarine, the USS Mississippi 
(SSN 782), arrives in town for its June 2 commissioning 
ceremony. 

The city and the host committee extended an invitation on 
Monday, May 21, for sub sightseers to come out to the east 
bank of the Pascagoula River and welcome the 377-foot 
Virginia-class attack submarine when it arrives and docks at 
the Port of Pascagoula. 

Mementos such flags will be distributed so they can be 
waved in a patriotic welcome. 

"Thousands of people will have the opportunity to gather 
and witness the arrival of the submarine," said Jerry St. Pé, 
chairman of the 22-member USS Mississippi Host 
Commission Committee. 

The Riverfront Park will be the perfect spot to see the 
USS Mississippi as it heads north on the Pascagoula River, 
then turns around in the basin so its bow is headed south, St. 
Pé said. 

The submarine will remained docked at a barge on the 
west bank near the Port of Pascagoula's cold storage 
warehouses. 

"We don't know an exact time of arrival yet -- it could be 
mid-morning or afternoon," he said. 

After the 7,800-ton USS Mississippi and its 135-man 
crew arrive, the following eight days will be full of several 
pre-commissioning events. Among the events planned will be 
a welcoming barbecue, receptions, community outreach and 
more. 

"The commissioning of a ship is a pageantry deep in 
tradition. This isn't a ceremony about a few people making 
speeches," St. Pé said. "The crew itself has a big, big part in 
this event, so they will be doing hours and hours of 
practicing." 

While many ships have been christened at Ingalls 
Shipyard over the decades, it's not too often a ship is 
commissioned in Mississippi, Pascagoula Mayor Robbie 
Maxwell said. 

Commissioning is the final event in the life of a military 
ship while it is being built, marking its acceptance into the 
armed forces. Preceding it are the launch, christening, crew 
arrival and delivery. 

The commissioning will bring the Mississippi Gulf Coast 
"much deserved attention," Maxwell said. 

The commissioning ceremony will be held starting at 10 
a.m. June 2. While there are no more tickets available to 
attend the event on the west bank -- where a crowd estimated 
at 6,800 is expected -- there is still an opportunity to witness 
the historic occasion at Riverfront Park, said city manager Joe 
Huffman. 

Local radio station WPMO will broadcast the 
commissioning ceremony live on AM 1580 in Jackson County 
and on AM 1440/FM 106.3 in George County and from the 
website at www.talkradio1580.com. 

Riverfront Park overlooks the Pascagoula River. Public 
viewing will be on the water between Delmas and Dupont 
avenues. Parking will be available at the west end of Dupont 
Avenue. 

"Pascagoula has really, really done an extraordinary job in 
putting its best face forward," St. Pé said. 

SSN 782 is the fifth U.S. Navy vessel to be named the 
USS Mississippi. Its naming recognizes the state's tradition of 
shipbuilding and honors the spirit of the people of Mississippi 
who have made great strides in recovering from the 
devastation of Hurricane Katrina. 

Broadcast Clip – Submarine Group Two Commander 
Discusses Commissioning of Future USS Mississippi 

(YOUTUBE 22 MAY 12) U.S. Navy 
Rear Adm. Rick Breckenridge, Commander, Submarine 

Group Two visits Pascagoula, Miss., in preparation of the 
commissioning of Pre-Commissioning Unit Mississippi (SSN 
782) on June 2, 2012. In his latest video, Breckenridge 
discusses the "signature event" of the summer for the Gulf 
Coast as he stands alongside the pier where the future USS 
Mississippi will be moored during its commissioning. 

View Clip (RT: 0:56) 
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30. Lockheed F-35B Fighter Has 1st Flight At Fla. Base 
(REUTERS 22 MAY 12) 

WASHINGTON -- The Marine Corps version of 
Lockheed Martin Corp's new F-35 fighter jet had its first flight 
out of Eglin Air Force Base in Florida on Tuesday, a critical 
step toward the start of pilot training on the new, radar-
evading warplane. 

Eglin is home to six Air Force or "A" variants of the F-35 
fighter, which began flights at the air base in March, and 12 
"B" models, which can take off from shorter runways and land 
like a helicopter. Tuesday's flight brings the total for all initial 
F-35 flights from the base to 47, a spokeswoman said. 

The Marines plan more conventional flights of the F-35B 
planes in coming months, gradually expanding to short 
takeoffs and vertical landings and more complex aerial 
training, the Pentagon said. 

"It's another milestone in what we are calling our 
execution year," said Air Force Colonel Andrew Toth, 
commander of the 33rd Fighter Wing at the base. The base 
also provides certification classes for future F-35 pilots and 
extensive training for maintenance personnel. 

The successful first F-35B flight comes a week after 
rising costs and delays forced Britain to reverse course and opt 
to buy the B version of the F-35, which does not require a 
catapult and arrester wires to be fitted to U.K. aircraft carriers. 

F-35 pilot training was initially slated to begin last fall, 
but was delayed by the Pentagon after its chief tester raised 
concerns about the maturity of the new plane and its software. 

Formal training of four to six pilots at a time will begin 
once officials receive approval from the Air Education and 

Training Command, a step that will come only after more 
local area flights and an evaluation of the plane's operational 
use. 

The command says its timetable will be driven more by 
events than any specific dates, but officials have said they 
hope to begin pilot training this summer. Officials were now 
starting to validate flight instructions and a training syllabus. 

The military needs trained pilots and maintainers in order 
to start using the new warplanes operationally. 

The Marines are likely to be the first of the U.S. military 
services to declare them ready for "initial operational 
capability" because they do not plan to wait for more 
sophisticated software upgrades required by the other services. 

Meanwhile, 3,650 machinists and other union workers are 
in the fifth week of a strike at the Fort Worth, Texas, plant 
where Lockheed builds the F-35, and two military bases where 
it is tested. Lockheed on Saturday said it had reached new 
contracts with two smaller unions at the Texas plant. 

Lockheed spokesman Joe Stout said no negotiations were 
slated with the union at this point. 

Lockheed is developing the multirole stealth F-35 for the 
U.S. military and eight international partners at a projected 
cost of around $396 billion. 

Britain's BAE Systems is a key contractor on the project. 
Other subcontractors include Northrop Grumman Corp and 
United Technologies Corp. 
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31. Navy, MIT Grapple With Managing Drones On Dangerous Decks 
(AOL DEFENSE 22 MAY 12) ... David Axe 

The U.S. Navy's nuclear-powered aircraft carriers flight 
decks are some of the most chaotic and deadly real estate in 
the world. Teeming with scores of high-performance aircraft, 
wheeled vehicles and up to a thousand Sailors generating up to 
several hundred sorties per day, flight decks "are fraught with 
danger," the Naval Safety Center warned in a 2003 
publication. "You can get blown down by prop wash, blown 
over-board by jet exhaust, run over by taxiing aircraft or 
sucked up and spit out by a turning engine." 

Soon the Navy may have a new danger to add to the list. 
The sailing branch plans to add robotic jet-powered warplanes 
to the carrier-deck mix starting next year. The Unmanned 
Combat Air System Demonstrator program, or UCAS-D, is 
scheduled to launch a seven-ton Northrop Grumman X-47B 
drone from the carrier USS Eisenhower sometime in 2013. 

The approximately $1-billion UCAS-D effort should lay 
the groundwork for the follow-on Unmanned Carrier-
Launched Airborne Surveillance and Strike initiative, or 
UCLASS, which aims to add armed Unmanned Aerial 
Vehicles to all 11 of the Navy's carriers no later than 2020. 
The UCLASS drones would boast greater range and 
endurance -- and a lower unit cost -- than existing manned 
fighters. Northrop, Boeing, Lockheed Martin and General 
Atomics are all competing for the UCLASS contract. 

But blending people, vehicles, manned planes and robots 
on the tightly packed 4.5 acres of a carrier deck requires new 

techniques, technologies and new ways of thinking. Men and 
machines will need to know when to work together, when to 
ask each other for help and when to just give each other some 
space. "It's manned-unmanned operations on the carrier that is 
the big shift," Capt. Jaime Engdahl, the Navy's UCAS-D 
program manager, told AOL Defense in an interview. 

And the clock is ticking. The UCAS-D test flights from 
the Eisenhower might make do with makeshift deck-handling 
methods, but full integration of robot warplanes onto carriers 
demands almost foolproof systems that aren't yet ready. In 
laboratories across the U.S., technology developers are racing 
to design the so-called "human-machine interfaces" that will 
mediate between Sailors and their robotic shipmates. Related 
interfaces are seeing early tests in some surprising places -- 
including U.S. highways. 

The first of two 62-foot-wingspan X-47Bs took off on its 
inaugural flight at Edwards Air Force Base in California in 
February 2011, showing off basic flight systems including the 
sensors and actuators for a completely autonomous touch-
down on a land-based airstrip. At the time, Engdahl cautioned 
against focusing too much on the air vehicle and its basic 
functions. "Just as important is the technology for integrating 
into the carrier -- the data-links, algorithms and control 
systems," he said. 

After a year at Edwards, the first X-47B shifted to the 
Navy test facility at Patuxent River in Maryland while the 



 23

second completed its initial flight tests at Edwards before 
following its sister 'bot eastward. At Pax River the X-47Bs 
would be "working toward demonstrating the aircraft's ability 
to operate on and around an aircraft carrier," Engdahl 
explained in a Navy news release. 

This summer, in addition to test flights, the tail-less 
drones will be doing some practice taxiing and perform mock 
deck operations, presumably on a roughly 1,000-foot stretch 
of runway etched in the outline of a carrier. An X-47B will be 
craned aboard a carrier for additional deck tests next year 
ahead of its first carrier launch, Engdahl tells AOL Defense. 

Traffic Control 
In parallel with the efforts at Edwards and Pax River, a 

team at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology has been 
working hard on a carrier-compatible human-machine 
interface. In 2009 the Office of Naval Research awarded an 
MIT team a five-year grant to develop the so-called Deck 
Operations Course of Action Planner, or DCAP, which the 
Navy said "will provide flight deck personnel with automated 
planning tools, enhanced information displays, and new user 
interface approaches that make it much easier to interact with 
autonomous systems." 

DCAP fits Sailors, deck vehicles and aircraft -- both 
manned and robotic -- with radio tags. A computerized 
artificial intelligence tracks the location of the people and 
hardware plus the fuel and maintenance statuses of the aircraft 
and the material condition of the carrier's launch and recovery 
equipment. The AI arranges the drones on the deck and clears 
them for takeoff and landing in coordination with manned 
planes. 

The key to DCAP is a suite of sophisticated software 
algorithms that can quickly shift a complex deck schedule to 
accommodate human errors by the deck crew and mechanical 
failures on the part of the planes or ship. "How to build a full 
schedule quickly that can compensate for failures ... is 
something people cannot do very well," Jason Ryan, an MIT 
PhD student, said in a university news release. "But that's 
something that algorithms are exceptional at." 

DCAP is deliberately not designed to be fully automated -
- and for good reason. "We don't know a lot about how to tell 
a machine how to handle surprises," Randall Davis, an MIT 
professor, tells AOL Defense. 

When a snag occurs that the DCAP system does not 
believe it can safely resolve, it alerts a human operator and 
prompts them to make a decision. The operator can override 
the system based on intuition. If, for instance, a pilot with a 
reputation for missing the arrestor wire appears on the landing 
schedule, the operator can move him higher up in the landing 
queue to give them more time, according to MIT. "That's 
something that's hard to program into systems, but it's 
something that a human can look at and understand," Ryan 
explained. 

In June last year MIT conducted what ONR called a 
"successful live demonstration" of the DCAP on a scale model 
of a carrier deck, with 10 small wheeled robots standing in for 
X-47B-style drones. But the demo did not fully reflect the 
complexity of an active carrier deck, which can include many 
more people, vehicles and aircraft than were represented at 
MIT. An operational version of the DCAP will probably 
require even better AI with more safeguards. 

Teamwork 

While the Navy has not publicly released the exact 
capabilities it requires of an operational deck-handling system, 
it's possible to speculate based on existing research initiatives. 
Safeguards could include sensors and algorithms installed in 
the drones themselves plus tablet-style robot controls for deck 
crew. 

MIT professor Missy Cummings, who has worked on 
several military programs including DCAP, is also developing 
a tablet interface for Navy helicopter drones that could wind 
its way into a deck-handling system. The tablet design reflects 
Cummings' philosophy that human-machine interfaces should 
be as simple and intuitive as possible -- like a video game. 
"The best technologies can't work if they can't work with 
people," Cummings tells AOL Defense, speaking strictly in 
her capacity as an MIT professor. (In other words, she's not 
speaking for the Navy.) Robot users need to "get to the point 
where UAVs can be operated by people with minimal 
training," she adds. 

As controls get simpler, the machines themselves need to 
be smarter and more autonomous. A host of companies -- 
including Google -- are refining the laser scanners, radars, 
cameras, mapping algorithms and gesture and voice 
recognition software to enable partially or fully robotic ground 
vehicles. Much of that tech was tested out in the Grand 
Challenge and Urban Challenge robot races hosted by the 
Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency (DARPA) in 
2005 and 2007, respectively. 

Under the leadership of Sebastian Thrun, a veteran of the 
DARPA races, Google has been testing a fleet of seven semi-
autonomous compact cars, and has even been certified to drive 
them on a routine basis in Nevada. There are obvious 
applications for pilotless aircraft that must operate from 
crowded airports or carrier decks, which Cummings says 
represent "chokepoints" in robot usage. 

With these technologies installed, naval drones in a deck 
environment could make some decisions all on their own 
about where to go and when, subject to override by human 
crews with control tablets. An operational DCAP and its own 
human overseers could watch over and coordinate all of this 
decision-making and interfere with low-level decisions only 
when necessary. 

For instance, a deck-qualified X-47B, having just landed 
according to the DCAP's schedule, could autonomously taxi 
from the arrestor wire towards a corner of the deck for parking 
-- again, following the DCAP's direction. But if the X-47B's 
onboard laser scanner senses someone or something in its way 
-- say, a wandering Sailor or misplaced piece of deck 
equipment -- the robot will make the decision on its own to 
halt. A human spotter could then override the stopped X-47B 
and, using the tablet's touchpad screen, steer the drone around 
the obstacle to its parking spot. The DCAP would note the 
change and adjust the movements of other 'bots. 

Cummings says robot ground-handling technologies, 
derived in part from other military and civilian systems, could 
then go on to find countless applications in both the 
government and private sectors. Factories and the trucking 
industry are possible beneficiaries, according to MIT. 

Carl Johnson, a Northrop vice president, seconds that 
assessment. "If I can find a safe and effective way to 
[autonomously] land on a carrier ... why would I do it on just 
unmanned airplanes?" Johnson told AOL Defense last year. 
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"It's a great technological game-changer that will affect 
everybody." 

Most importantly, it will affect the Sailors who daily put 
themselves in harm's way on 4.5 acres of deadly carrier-deck 
real estate. 
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32. SASC Eyes Weapons, Depot, Contracting Change In DoD Bill 
(DEFENSE DAILY 23 MAY 12) ... Emelie Rutherford 

Senate Armed Services Committee (SASC) members are 
eyeing defense policy revisions including modifying the 
Pentagon's aircraft and ship plans, changing rules for depot 
maintenance of military equipment, and restricting cost-plus 
contracts. 

The SASC's subcommittees began marking up their 
portions of the fiscal year 2013 defense authorization bill 
yesterday, and the full committee hopes to hold its final 
markup session Thursday night. Before even starting the bill-
writing meetings yesterday, the Democrat-controlled panel 
was at odds with the Republican-led House; the lower 
chamber passed a $554 billion FY '13 defense authorization 
measure last week that is $4 billion larger than President 
Barack Obama's Pentagon budget proposal, spurring a veto 
threat from the White House. 

SASC Chairman Carl Levin (D-Mich.) said the SASC bill 
will stick with Obama's $550 billion topline figure for the base 
defense budget. 

Just what makes up that $4 billion discrepancy between 
the House and Senate versions of the Pentagon policy-setting 
legislation remains to be seen. The House bill seeks to add 
authorized funding to the Pentagon's proposal for efforts 
including preventing the Navy from retiring Aegis cruisers 
early, keeping the Global Hawk Block 30 drone, continuing 
production of M1 Abrams tanks and Bradley Fighting 
Vehicles, and adding advanced funding for a second Virginia -
class submarine in 2014. 

SASC Ranking Member John McCain (R-Ariz.) told 
reporters yesterday he is looking at changes to the Pentagon's 
weapons request, including its plans for the multi-service F-35 
Joint Strike Fighter. He has voiced concerns in recent months 
about the potential for more F-35 cost overruns beyond $150 
billion already incurred. 

"We are looking at some (F-35) conditions in reporting 
requirements and...various options," McCain said. "But the 
costs are still outrageous." He said he wants to be "making 
sure...taxpayer dollars aren't on the hook for the cost overruns, 
those kinds of things.” 

The FY '13 budget the Pentagon sent Congress in 
February calls for cutting $15.1 billion in previously planned 
F-35 spending by delaying the purchase of 179 planes over the 
next five years, to ensure research and development issues are 
better resolved in testing. 

McCain also is keeping an eye on the Navy's Littoral 
Combat Ship (LCS) program during the markups. 

"We'll be looking at it as well...getting updates on costs 
and lack of progress," the senator said about the program with 
two ship designs that has hit multiple roadblocks. "It's another 
scandal." 

The House-passed bill includes F-35 and LCS provisions, 
including requirements that the Air Force and Navy establish 
initial-operational capability dates for the three F-35 variants 
by the end of this year and that the Government 
Accountability Office review the LCS program. 

McCain cited another concern the House bill addresses: 
Pentagon investment in alternative-energy research. 

"We need to get that under control, it's an incredible waste 
of the taxpayer dollars," said McCain, who has criticized the 
Navy's work to help develop a commercially viable biofuel 
market. 

The senator, meanwhile, said he wants to stop the Navy's 
plan to retire seven Aegis cruisers early. 

"I think can make adjustments to other programs...to help 
for example keep the cruisers in commission," he said. "We 
can move money around, it's not as if we have to 
automatically have an increase." 

The SASC's Readiness subcommittee, meanwhile, 
marked up its portion of the defense authorization bill in an 
open meeting yesterday, making it the only one of the six 
subpanels to open its bill-writing session to the public. 

The Readiness panel is calling for repealing recent 
changes to rules dictating how depot-level maintenance of 
military equipment is shared between government and private 
facilities. Critics of those recent changes, in the FY '12 
defense authorization act, said they could deprive businesses 
of work and lead to job losses, among other things. 

The FY '12 law broadened the definition of what type of 
work on military equipment falls under the definition of depot 
maintenance. Such maintenance is divided evenly between 
government and private-sector depots, so changes to the type 
of work done could tinker with the division of duties and shift 
some types of work away from the private businesses, critics 
say. 

Multiple SASC members blasted those depot changes, 
which were adopted in the final House-Senate conference 
committee on the FY '12 bill last December. 

"We propose to repeal the depot maintenance provisions 
that we accepted in last year's conference, enabling us to avoid 
costly shifts of resources from the public sector to the private 
sector, and vice versa," SASC Readiness Chairwoman Claire 
McCaskill (D-Mo.) said during her subcommittee's markup 
yesterday. 

Readiness Ranking Member Kelly Ayotte (R-N.H.) said 
the depot changes adopted in the FY '12 bill "threatened to 
upset the delicate balance in the defense-industrial base 
between the public and private workload." She lauded the 
subcommittee's proposed repeal of the FY '12 provisions, 
saying the "public-private balance in our depots was working." 

The Readiness subcommittee also approved a series of 
acquisition reforms, including limits on "the use of cost-plus 
contracts for the production of major defense acquisition 
programs," McCaskill said. Other acquisition proposals the 
panel approved would: lower the cap on executive 
compensation for contractors to $400,000; require at least half 
of the work for a contract be performed by the prime 
contractor or a subcontractor identified in the contract; and 
change Pentagon profit policy to "ensure contractor profits are 
clearly tied to their performance," she said. 
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The full SASC is slated to start its closed markup session of the combined defense authorization bill today. 
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33. Ranking HASC Dem: Political Environment ‘Difficult’ For DoD Energy Agenda 
(NATIONAL DEFENSE 22 MAY 12) ... Sandra Erwin 

For the second year in the row, the House GOP majority 
is seeking to curtail Pentagon investments in alternative 
sources of fuel. Republicans’ effort failed last year, but there 
is a strong chance that fossil fuel supporters might win this 
time, unless a more forceful argument is made in favor of 
clean-burning, renewable energy, said House Armed Services 
Committee Ranking Member Rep. Adam Smith, D-Wash. 

“We have to fundamentally start to win the argument for 
why alternative energy matters,” Smith said May 22 in a 
conference call with reporters. 

“The political environment is difficult” for green energy, 
Smith said. 

Provisions passed by the House in the fiscal year 2013 
National Defense Authorization Act (H.R. 4310) severely 
limit the Pentagon’s authority to purchase alternative fuels that 
cost more than fossil fuels. One amendment would exempt the 
Pentagon from legislation — passed in fiscal year 2007 under 
the Bush administration — that requires federal agencies buy 
only alternatives that are less polluting than fossil fuels. 
Another provision would include so-called clean coal and tar 
sands fuel as acceptable alternatives to petroleum. 

Smith said the GOP position on DoD energy programs 
has hardened over the past several years, although he is still 
hopeful that the amendments in H.R. 4310 will be stripped 
when the bill is taken up by a House-Senate conference 
committee. 

That is what happened a year ago, Smith said. “I was able 
to persuade [HASC Chairman Rep.] Buck McKeon, [and 
Senate Armed Services members] John McCain and Carl 
Levin that this was a significant policy shift and we shouldn’t 
just throw it in the conference report.” Smith said it took a 
large group of lawmakers to make this argument. “We needed 
many voices to say this is bad,” Smith said. 

It’s hard to predict if a similar strategy will work this 
time, he added. 

Renewable energy has suffered significant political 
setbacks in the past several years, he said. “We just have not 
convinced enough people about the need to start burning clean 
burning sources of energy.” 

Too many Americans, he said, have bought the GOP 
argument that unless the United States starts drilling “every 
square inch for oil, gas prices will go up.” 

The Pentagons’ biofuels program is costly, Smith 
acknowledged, but it should be seen as a long-term strategic 
investment so that clean alternatives to oil are available one 
day. 

McKeon and other HASC Republicans have been 
adamant that Navy spending on biofuels is an unaffordable 
luxury as it drains funds from ship construction programs and 
naval readiness accounts. Some of the lawmakers who have 
opposed Navy biofuel efforts come from shipbuilding 
districts. 

Smith agreed that members’ unhappiness with the Navy’s 
ship procurement budgets has become a lightning rod. But the 
energy standoff is more than just about ships, he said. “The 
GOP majority simply doesn’t buy into alternative energy 
policy as a philosophy,” he said. “They’re very pro fossil fuel. 
Promoting alternative fuel to them doesn’t make sense.” 
Adding more ships to the budget wouldn’t change that, he 
noted, although that is not an option that is being 
contemplated. 

“Ships are expensive,” Smith said. “It don’t know that 
we’re in a position to cut that deal.” 

If the goal were to find more money for ships, there is 
plenty of fat in the defense bill to do that, Smith said. H.R. 
4310 is adding costly demands on the Pentagon to expand 
missile defense sites, for instance, he said. “They can find 
savings elsewhere to build ships.” 

At this stage in the game, the Pentagon’s energy agenda 
only can be saved by stronger advocacy of what it means for 
the larger national energy future, Smith said. 

“We’re simply trying to raise awareness that we need to 
reverse these amendments in the Senate and then in 
conference.” 

A particularly tough hurdle will be to convince members 
to back away from including coal and tar sands as part of the 
alternative fuels mix, said Smith. Even “clean” coal has not 
been proven to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, and tar sands 
do not make clean-burning fuel, he contended. Deliberations 
are likely to get ugly because they have to do with the 
contentious issue of climate change. “The Defense 
Department has said climate change is a national security 
issue,” said Smith. If the Pentagon has to choose between 
petroleum and other non-clean burning sources of fuel, that 
also undermines its agenda, he said. 
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34. Shipbuilding Anchors Local Manufacturing Sector, Employs Thousands 
(PASCAGOULA (MS) PRESS 21 MAY 12) ... April M. Havens 

PASCAGOULA, Mississippi -- One of the county's 
longest-standing manufacturers is Ingalls Shipbuilding, whose 
10,000-employee shipyard in Pascagoula builds a range of 
vessels. 

The operation began as Ingalls Iron Works in 1939 on the 
east bank of the Pascagoula River, building cargo ships for the 
U.S. Maritime Commission. 

It has had several owners since, including Litton 
Industries beginning in 1961. That was an industrious time 

when the company grew and established a yard on the west 
bank of the river, where workers are today. 

In 2001, Northrop Grumman Corp. bought Litton, and the 
local yard was part of that group until Northrop spun off its 
shipbuilding sector into a new company, Huntington Ingalls 
Industries, last year. 

HII now maintains two sectors: a Newport News nuclear 
facility and Ingalls Shipbuilding on the Gulf Coast, which 
oversees the Pascagoula yard, a composite yard in Gulfport 
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and an Avondale, La., yard that the company intends to close 
next year. 

"Ingalls has always been historically the largest employer 
within Jackson County," Supervisor John McKay said. "From 
that standpoint, the shipyard is extremely important for 
residents." 

Even non-resident shipyard employees contribute, he said, 
by doing business in Jackson County and strengthening sales 
tax revenues. 

"Ingalls also has national importance through its defense 
work," McKay said. "It brings a great deal of recognition to 
the quality of the workers and the quality of businesses we 
have in Jackson County." 

The Pascagoula yard has built everything from attack 
submarines to tankers, but now it focuses on national security 
cutters for the Coast Guard and amphibious transport docks 
and amphibious assault ships for the Navy. 

More recently, the company has been promoting two new 
patrol frigates at international trade shows, hoping to attract 
new customers as the U.S. government tackles budget deficits 
through defense cuts. 

Those patrol frigates 4501 and 4921 are based on the 
Coast Guard cutter and could appeal to buyers around the 
globe. Company leaders have said they expect that the 
international market will purchase 215 frigates over the next 
two decades. 

"Certainly we have a world-class workforce in Pascagoula 
and in Gulfport, and we're very proud of them," HII President 
and CEO Mike Petters said. "To the extent that we're able to 
find customers who have unique requirements that match up 
with our capabilities, we're going to be interested in talking to 
them." 

Four amphibious transport docks, LPDs 23-26, and 
assault ship LHA 6 are under construction at the Pascagoula 
and Avondale yards. 

Anchorage (LPD 23) and Arlington (LPD 24) are on track 
for completion this year, while Somerset (LPD 25) will be 

delivered next year and John P. Murtha (LPD 26) will deliver 
in early 2016. 

LHA 6 is slated for completion in Pascagoula in 2013. 
Also under construction in Pascagoula are the fourth and 

fifth cutters in the Coast Guard's program: Hamilton and 
Joshua James. 

The yard has secured long-lead-time material contracts 
for the sixth cutter, as well as LHA 7 and LPD 27, but the 
company is awaiting final construction contracts. 

Another local shipbuilder, VT Halter Marine, is 
expanding its local yards after receiving two major contracts. 
Halter is scheduled to deliver the first of four "fast missile 
craft" -- the S. Ezzat -- later this year as part of a $807 million 
contract with the Egyptian navy. 

The Egyptian navy will use the vessels to patrol and 
defend its coastal waterways of the Red Sea, Mediterranean 
Sea and, in particular, the Suez Canal. 

The craft is designed to perform coastal patrol, 
surveillance, interdiction, surface strike and naval battle group 
support. The high-speed, agile vessels can reach speeds 
greater than 34 knots, provide berthing for a crew of up to 40 
Sailors and operate up to eight days independently at sea. 

In November, the company announced it had won a $353 
million contract to build eight large offshore supply vessels for 
Hornbeck Offshore Services Inc. It is the largest commercial 
contract in Halter Marine's history, according to company 
officials. 

The boats -- called Super 320 Class OSVs -- will be built 
at Halter Marine yards in Escatawpa and Moss Point. 

The first vessel is projected to be delivered in 2013. The 
contract promises to support employment at the shipyard 
through at least 2015, and potentially, should options be 
exercised, through 2018. 

VT Halter employs 1,800 at shipyards in Pascagoula, 
Moss Point and Escatawpa. It is a subsidiary of Singapore 
Technologies Engineering Inc. 
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35. Maine Shipyard Union Workers Ratify Contract 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 22 MAY 12) 

AUGUSTA, Maine — Bath Iron Works shipbuilders who 
are represented by the international Machinists union have 
overwhelmingly ratified a new four-year contract that includes 
pension enhancements and wage increases. 

The agreement approved Sunday by a 1,610-342 vote is 
the best in the industry, according to Machinists spokesman 
John Carr. 

"We truly know it's the industry leader in shipbuilding," 
Carr said. The workers will receive a $3,000 bonus, in 
addition to pay increases. Averaged out over the work force, 
the pay increase will be 6.145 percent in the first year, and by 
the fourth year, the increase will be 11.25 percent over the old 
contract. 

The defined benefit pension plan will be enhanced and 
there will be immediate vesting for workers participating in an 
optional 401(k) program, Carr said. On health care, the 
contract held the line for the first two years, while there were 
increases in co-payments and deductibles in the last two years, 
he said. 

Contract negotiations have been relatively uneventful in 
recent years. The previous two four-year pacts were adopted 
without a great deal of dissension after a contentious round of 
negotiations led to a 55-day strike in 2000. 

The previous contract between the Machinists' Local S6 
and BIW, a naval contractor and unit of General Dynamics 
Corp., expired Sunday. The vote on the new contract was 
conducted at the Augusta Civic Center. 

"The negotiating teams did an excellent job hammering 
out a fair agreement for our employees that will improve our 
competitive position to secure future work," BIW spokesman 
Jim DeMartini said in a statement. "We're looking forward to 
carrying on with our Bath Built is Best Built tradition when 
we come to work tomorrow." 

Local S6 represents 3,200 mechanics, fitters, welders, 
painters and electricians. 

BIW, one of Maine's largest employers with 5,400 
workers, is awaiting a decision by the Navy later this year on 
contracts for nine destroyers. BIW is competing against 
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Huntington Ingalls Industries for the DDG-51 destroyers the Navy will buy through fiscal 2017. 
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36. Pentagon struggles to stay away from customization 
Buying Commercial in DoD, Part 2 
(FEDERAL NEWS RADIO 22 MAY 12) ... Jared Serbu 

It has been 15 years since Congress told the military to 
start buying more commercial products using more 
commercial buying practices. Leaders from across the military 
still are struggling — and in some cases succeeding — at 
meeting military needs with items industry already makes. 
Each of the military services wants to take advantage of rapid 
innovation in the commercial world, especially in the field of 
technology. 

But sometimes, even when a product starts out its life as a 
commercial item, by the time it's been altered to meet the 
Defense Department's specifications, it bears little 
resemblance to its commercial roots and starts looking a lot 
more like a traditional military-specified item. 

"It's looking like these solutions are having to migrate to a 
more familiar DoD format before all's said and done," said 
Kevin Kelly, chief operations officer for LGS Innovations, the 
federal subsidiary of telecommunications giant Alcatel Lucent. 

Kelly speaks from experience. His company spent about 
$30 million to participate in the Army's Network Integration 
Evaluation, where companies get to show off their products in 
real-world environments to see if they meet current gaps in 
military capability. The product in this case was a 
commercially-developed 4G cellular base station. Or at least it 
started out that way. 

"But when you look at what it's going to take in order to 
deploy this in large form, this is a very specialized solution 
that has to withstand shock and vibration, temperature and 
environmental specifications that frankly don't exist in the 
commercial telecom environment," he said. "While we created 
that solution that's going meet all of the Defense Department's 
needs, that came at a cost. We found a way to take advantage 
of the commercial development in the best way possible, but 
at the same time, it's a very non-commercial device when all is 
said and done. It's really not sellable to the service providers 
of the world." 

NIE Changes The Army's Traditional Approach 
The Army says, and many members of industry agree, 

that the NIE approach to testing and acquiring new 
capabilities, including ones from the commercial marketplace 
is a complete game changer compared to how DoD 
traditionally has bought new systems in long programs of 
record. 

"We're going to look for the latest and greatest network 
capabilities and make sure we've got them integrated so that 
we can start closing that gap we have with industry," said Col. 
John Morrison, director of the Army's LandWarNet/Battle 
Command directorate, in a recent interview with Federal News 
Radio. "That's absolutely imperative to the Army's 
modernization strategy. Industry is a key player in our 
approach as we move forward." 

The Army says the first couple of NIEs have already 
saved it enough money to pay for the next several years of 
such exercises. Much of the savings, the service says, have 
come from cancelling costlier, more traditional programs of 
record and replacing them with commercial products. 

Kelly said the NIE approach is the right idea for keeping 
up with the commercial technology development cycle. 

"But what you don't see yet is an acquisition process and 
cycle that will match. If you're interested in buying these 
commercial technologies, you have to recognize that many of 
them are on a six-to-eight month lifecycle," he said. 

Kelly said in order for the process to meet the Army's 
vision, the service is going to have to develop standards and 
testing mechanisms that are flexible enough to accommodate 
commercial technologies without piling on expensive, time-
consuming modifications and certification procedures. 

"If you're constantly going through a re-certification or a 
reclassification with these devices, that is what's going to 
frustrate the commercial manufacturers," he said. "They'll lose 
interest in the process if they feel like they're in an endless do-
loop of re-certifying their solutions." 

Kelly said he's optimistic that the process will get easier 
for commercial vendors as time goes on, and he's a long way 
from being frustrated by the process. 

But he's still waiting to find out if or how the Army will 
buy the system his company tested. 

Clear, Industrywide Standards 
Retired Army Maj. Gen. Dennis Moran is more upbeat 

about the Army's ability to buy products tested at the NIE, 
perhaps due in part to the fact that the first exercise led to a 
$60 million order for radios from his firm, Harris Corp. 

"It's a maturing process," he said. "We're only in the third 
iteration at Fort Bliss right now, and it is the Army's intent, 
and they have the appropriate acquisition notifications out 
there that they're going to use the results of this upcoming 
Network Integration Evaluation to buy some no-kidding 
commercial off the shelf products. I think you've got to 
remember that DoD and the Army in particular is a process-
oriented organization. They have to put the appropriate rigor 
in to make sure that when they do make a decision it'll stand 
up to oversight. I'm confident that it will." 

The Army says a key to agile acquisition is going to be 
establishing clear, open, industry-led standards for the network 
capabilities it will buy in the future. The service is doing that 
through the development of what it calls its Integrated 
Network Baseline and Common Operating Environment. 

"It's going to take us some time to work our way down 
that path, because we had a lot of stove-piped development 
going on," Morrison said. "What we're looking for now is 
integrated development so that we can give our commanders 
and our soldiers the capabilities they need." 

In 1994, Secretary of Defense William Perry ordered 
DoD to start using industry-led standards and transition away 
from the "MILSPEC" standards that had prevailed up until 
then. And today, standards are a major topic of conversation 
across the military services, particularly in the information 
technology field. 

"There's a simple rule that we've now established. 
Customization bad. Standards good," Terry Halvorsen, the 
Navy Department's chief information officer told an AFCEA 
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industry audience earlier this month. "It's almost that simple. 
Customization costs us lots of money. We've got to stop 
making everything so special with our IT. We've got to get out 
of that practice." 

The Navy says it did get out of that practice for its 
Consolidated Afloat Networks and Enterprise Services 
(CANES) program. CANES is designed to create a 
standardized IT architecture for ships across the fleet. Rather 
than designing a new military-specific system, the Navy 
decided on a common, completely open architecture that leans 
heavily on off-the-shelf hardware and commercial standards. 

Because of that, Capt. DJ LeGoff, the CANES program 
manager, said the Navy let more vendors compete and beat 
initial cost estimates for the system by 44 percent. 

"We took our five basic networks and we said we're going 
to meet all of their requirements with this one open 
architecture," he said. "This way we can continue to keep pace 
with industry, and we're going to have the same infrastructure 
on the ship regardless of which enclave you're using. Why we 
didn't do it that way from the start is a bunch of hindsight." 

Avoiding The Silo 
And there are some firms selling to the government that 

couldn't exist without industry-led standards. 
Sean Varah, the CEO of Silicon Valley startup 

MotionDSP, said his company is one of those. His firm makes 
high performance software that analyzes and improves vast 
quantities of full motion video, like the kind that comes back 
from the unmanned aerial vehicles used by DoD and the 
intelligence community. His company purposely designed its 
software so it can run on off-the-shelf computer gaming 
hardware that's available at a local Best Buy. 

Varah said the reason his small company's product can 
work with pretty much any video system the military uses is 
that the National Geospatial Intelligence Agency got together 
with industry and developed a common set of standards for 
full motion video. 

"Whether you think about [commercial-off-the-shelf], 
open standards or [government-off-the-shelf], what the 
government needs is to be able to buy and source technology 
from a variety of vendors and to be able to get those 
capabilities to interoperate together in a practical way. They 
want to avoid the traditional siloed solutions that they were 
getting, traditionally from the defense primes," he said. "I have 
a [Special Operations Command] customer who literally told 
me they have seen people die because systems couldn't talk to 
each other. They need to not repeat that mistake." 

Varah said the open standards let companies like his 
who've written standards-compliant software integrate their 
products with existing DoD imagery systems in about half an 
hour. He said that keeps the government from getting locked 
into proprietary solutions and injects competition. And he said 
he's happy to compete. 

"The benefits of open standards and COTS is it lets 
companies focus on their strengths," he said. "We're a small 
company and we're experts in image processing. I don't 
particularly want to build my own silicon chips. I don't want to 
build transport mechanisms. I don't want to buy satellites to 
move video around. I want to focus on making the best image 
processing software. If that means I've got to head to head 
with a competitor, fine. Game on." 

Despite some successes, the Pentagon has a long way to 
go on the path toward buying commercial, according to Dr. 
Jacques Gansler, who served as DoD's undersecretary for 
acquisition, technology and logistics from 1997 to 2001. 

Little Change Since 2009 
Gansler led a Defense Science Board study, which 

identified barriers to successful commercial buying in 2009, 
and said not a lot has changed since then. 

"I really don't see as much progress as I'd like to, and 
maybe it's just because I think there's such an opportunity 
here," he said. "There's such a need relative to the budget that 
didn't exist a few years ago when we were living in a period of 
budget explosion. Now it's pretty clear that if you look 
forward, the budget's going to be driving a lot of things. Why 
shouldn't we take advantage of the potential that come from 
buying commercial?" 

Gansler said DoD's recent proposal to crack down on the 
definition of commercial products and when streamlined 
commercial acquisition practices can be used appears to be a 
step in the wrong direction. 

"That gets you to the difficulty of trying to distinguish 
between a product that's commercial and a product that's for 
the military. If it fits, use it," he said. "The fact that we use 
some of those specialized practices to be able get commercial 
stuff is almost a shame. We have to go around the system in 
order to be able to get the best stuff. We really need to lower 
the barriers to buying commercial." 

DoD's request to change the definition of commercial 
items was rejected by House lawmakers when they passed 
their version of the 2013 Defense authorization bill last week. 
It could still emerge in the Senate's version of the legislation. 
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BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
37. Watch The Parade Of Fleet Week Ships On The Hudson Waterfront Tomorrow 
(JERSEY CITY (NJ) JOURNAL 22 MAY 12) ... Travis Fedschun 

Fleet Week will get started tomorrow with a parade of 
ships that will be visible from most locations along Hudson 
River waterfront. 

The parade, called The Parade of Sail and The Military 
Parade of Ships will celebrate the penning of “The Star 
Spangeled Banner” and the War of 1812 in an event being 
sponsored by Operation Sail and the U.S. Navy. 

OpSail’s Parade of Sail will be first, leaving from the 
Verrazano Narrows Bridge at 8:10 a.m. 

A total of 17 tall ships will travel north on the Hudson 
River, past Jersey City and Hoboken toward the George 
Washington Bridge. 

Once the OpSail group reaches the bridge, it will turn 
around and head south to the Intrepid Air, Sea, and Space 
Museum at Pier 86 in Manhattan. 

Starting at 10 a.m., the 10-ship Military Parade of Ships 
will also leave from the Verrazano and travel the same route, 
meeting the Parade of Sail at the Intrepid. 



 29

Both groups of ships will be escorted along the river by 
the U.S. Navy’s Blue Angels Flight Demonstration Team, who 
fly two types of planes, F/A-18s and C-130s. 

In April, the team conducted a low-level flight test over 
the Hudson in preparation for the fleet-week parade. 

Parade of Sail will include ships from across the world 
and will be led by the third largest tall ship in the world, Juan 
Sebastian de Elcano from Spain. 

Prime viewing will be available in locations such as 
Liberty State Park in Jersey City in addition to Pier A, Pier C, 
and Maxwell Place Park in Hoboken. 

Here is the parade’s schedule for tomorrow from the Fleet 
Week website: 

 8:11 a.m. - The Parade of Sail travels beneath the 
Verrazano Bridge. 

 9:18 a.m. -- The Parade of Sail travels by the Statue 
of Liberty and Ellis Island. 

 9:27 a.m. -- The Parade of Sail passes by the World 
Trade Center area of Manhattan. 

 10:39 a.m. -- The Military Parade of Ships leaves 
from the Verrazano Bridge. 

 11:22 a.m. -- The Military Parade of Sail travels past 
the Statue of Liberty and Ellis Island. 

 11:28 a.m. -- The Military Parade of Sail passes by 
the World Trade Center area of Manhattan. 

 12 p.m. -- The Parade of Sail and Military Parade of 
Ships pass each other in the vicinity of the Intrepid 
before heading to berths in Manhattan, Staten Island, 
and Brooklyn. 
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38. Brooklyn Navy Veteran Andy Maiorana Stoked For Intrepid Fireworks Show 
Maiorana served on Intrepid in 1970s, still sees it as the 'Fighting I' and is thrilled to help launch Fleet 
Week with pyro night 
(NEW YORK DAILY NEWS 23 MAY 12) ... Lisa L. Colangelo 

When Navy veteran Andy Maiorana looks at the Intrepid 
— the massive aircraft carrier permanently docked in the 
Hudson River — he doesn’t see a museum. 

The 60-year-old Brooklynite sees his former home. 
“It will always be the Fighting I,” said Maiorana, who 

served on the Intrepid from 1971 to 1973. “I’d like to think of 
it as my ship.” 

Maiorana is getting a chance to show that love this week 
as he works with other Grucci Fireworks technicians to create 
a special display that will light up the sky over the Intrepid on 
Wednesday evening. 

The patriotic fireworks show celebrating the Intrepid’s 
30th anniversary and the start of Fleet Week is a donation 
from the Generoso Pope Foundation. 

“This is a way to celebrate and thank (the military) and 
their families for everything they do,” said David Anthony 
Pope, president of the foundation. 

Maiorana is a retired city sanitation worker who has 
traveled around the world helping to set up fireworks displays 
as far away as Dubai. 

But there’s something special about working on a show 
that honors veterans in his hometown: 

“This is very emotional for me,” Maiorana said. 
He grew up in a Navy family. 

His father, also named Andrew, served in the Navy during 
World War II. And his brother John worked on three different 
aircraft carriers during Vietnam. 

When Maiorana graduated from Brooklyn’s Grady High 
School in 1969 there was little doubt where he would go next. 

“I walked right into the Navy recruiting office right across 
the street from Nathan’s in Coney Island,” he said. 

During his time on the Intrepid, he served as a plane 
captain, inspecting and preparing the S2G aircrafts. 

“I was in Airantisubron 24,” he said, referring to his Navy 
squadron. “We were in the Mediterranean and North 
Atlantic.” 

When he returned to the city, Maiorana spent time in the 
reserves before joining the city Sanitation Department. 

More than 10 years ago, he started working for Grucci, 
the well-known fireworks company. 

This week, he’s been working long hours with other 
Grucci technicians on the delicate and sometimes dangerous 
job of loading explosives that will create a 17-minute display 
that’s choreographed to patriotic music. 

“I love that this is for the veterans,” said Maiorana. 
“When you have worked on the ship and lived on the ship, it 
has a special place in your heart.” 
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39. Energy Costs On Bases To Rise As Troops Return 
(NATIONAL DEFENSE 22 MAY 12) ... Stew Magnuson 

NEW ORLEANS — More troops returning from overseas 
operations will mean rising energy costs at their home bases, 
said Dorothy Robyn, deputy undersecretary of defense for 
installations and environment said May 22. 

Most of these facilities are dependent on local electrical 
grids, which are not seen as secure and reliable in times of 
emergency, she said at the National Defense Industrial 
Association's Environment, Energy Security and Sustainability 
Symposium here. Facility energy costs totaled $4.1 billion in 
fiscal year 2011. 

The services have committed to producing 3 gigawatts of 
renewable energy on their bases by 2025. This will be 
additional new sources, and not intended to replace already 
existing energy, she stressed. 

The Defense Department sees four strategies that will 
help installations reach these goals: reducing demand; 
expanding supply; enhancing security; and leveraging 
advanced technology, Robyn said. 

As far as expanding supply, there has already been a lot of 
work done in solar, she said. The Defense Department recently 
made an attempt to figure out just how much potential there 
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was in the field. It studied nine bases in the Southwest to 
determine how much land was available for solar farms. The 
conclusion: not as much as one would think. 

Despite the region's reputation for year-around sun, the 
study showed 96 percent of the land was not available. It was 
being used for operations, the topography was mountainous 
and not suitable, or there were environmental concerns such as 
the endangered desert tortoise. In such cases, "he wins," she 
said of the reptile. 

The good news coming out of the study was that the other 
4 percent of land could potentially produce 7,000 megawatts 
of electricity on the bases, she said. 

"Renewable energy in and of itself does not get us energy 
security," she said. 

The Defense Department is looking at smart microgrids, 
more efficient buildings and other strategies to reduce energy 
usage. 

To move ahead with these concepts, the military must do 
a better job of understanding how much power it is using. It is 
sometimes difficult to know how much electricity buildings 
are consuming, she said. 

"We do a terrible job of metering our facilities because 
they are not charged individually" for the amount of energy 
consumed, she said. A "united facilities criteria" will be 
released late this year that will spell out standards for new 
buildings and renovations. 

Her office is also partnering with the National Academy 
of Sciences to study the lifecycle costs and effectiveness of 
green building standards. 

Meanwhile, the Defense Department wants to continue to 
leverage new technologies to help it reach its energy goals. 
The U.S. military has some 300,000 buildings and it can serve 
as a testbed for new concepts. A $30 million per year program 
is giving funding to small businesses who have good ideas but 
can't get the data they need to prove they work. The 

department has 150 years of experience working with cutting 
edge technologies, Robyn noted. 

The program had about 600 proposals the first year, and 
27 of them were funded. It has received 475 proposals this 
year. She singled out the FlexEnergy turbine at Fort Benning, 
Ga., that is converting methane gas from an old landfill into 
electricity as a promising project. (See story here) 

Other funded projects include electrochromatic windows 
that tint and lighten up depending on how much sunlight is 
hitting a building and a nanotechnology-based membrane that 
removes humidity from the air without needing a cooling 
system. Both could result in a building requiring a smaller, 
less expensive to run cooling system, but until the data on the 
effectiveness of the systems are out there, construction 
engineers and building designers would not risk installing a 
more efficient chiller, she said. 

One action that could help reduce energy consumption is 
two more rounds of Base Realignment and Closures in 2013 
and 2015, better known as BRACs. That position has made 
her a "piñata" in Capitol Hill hearings, she admitted. 

"We can't reduce force structure to the degree we have to 
under budget constraints and not close military bases," she 
said. That request was turned down in the House version of 
the National Defense Authorization Act passed last week. 

On the separate subject of climate change, Robyn said her 
office is studying the impact of rising sea levels and extreme 
weather on military installations to see which ones may be 
vulnerable over the next century. One-third of bases and 
facilities are within 20 miles of a shoreline, she said. 

"We are looking at the risk to critical infrastructure and 
mission performance under a prescribed series of sea level 
scenarios" ranging from a half meter to two meters over the 
course of the next century, she said. The goal is to translate the 
science into usable information for installation managers so 
they don't have to go out and figure out the scenarios 
themselves, she said. 
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NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
40. Hawaii Surface Navy Association Remembers West Loch Disaster 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 22 MAY 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Mark Logico, Commander Navy Region Hawaii 
Public Affairs 

JOINT BASE PEARL HARBOR-HICKAM -- Hawaii-
based Sailors took five rigid-hulled inflatable boats (RHIBs) 
to the site of the West Loch disaster to conduct a wreath-
laying ceremony, May 21, to honor the men who lost their 
lives in the disaster. 

Hosted by the Surface Navy Association, Sailors from 
Afloat Training Group Middle Pacific (ATG MIDPAC), USS 
Chosin (CG 65), USS Hopper (DDG 70) and USS Crommelin 
(FFG 37) took their RHIBs to the site of the wreckage of LST-
480 to remember the events of May 21, 1944. 

"This is one of those not-well-known disasters," said 
Capt. John Figuerres, the commanding officer of ATG 
MIDPAC. "If you ask Sailors, even on the waterfront, about 
the West Loch disaster, probably not too many of them know 
about it. It is important that we get this out and say, 'hey, there 
were others who lost their lives here, and it's important that we 
remember that.'" 

Up until 1960, the West Loch disaster was previously a 
secret American World War II maritime accident in which six 
ships docked at the West Loch peninsula in Pearl Harbor sank 
and 163 service members loading the vessels with munitions 
and supplies were killed. West Loch served as a staging area 
for ships in preparation for Operation Forager, the invasion of 
the Japanese-held Mariana Islands. 

"We wanted to go out there this morning as part of the 
Surface Navy Association and remember the lives that were 
lost out there," said Figuerres. "We like to tie everything into 
training. Subsequently, due to this disaster and other disasters 
that happened with ordnance handling, we, the Navy, have 
changed the way we handle ordnance and the way we train 
people. Some of that training still exists today." 

On May 21, 1944, at 3 p.m., the first explosion occurred 
aboard LST-353 and subsequently spread fire among the 
tightly packed ships loaded with fuel and munitions. The 
resulting fires, which led to the sinking of six LSTs, lasted for 
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about 24 hours. The exact cause of the disaster was never 
determined, but some believed a mortar round exploded 
during an unloading operation. 

Another ceremony was conducted later in the day at the 
National Memorial Cemetery of the Pacific (Punchbowl). Rear 

Adm. Frank Ponds, Commander, Navy Region Hawaii, 
presented a keynote address about the meaning and legacy of 
the West Loch disaster. 
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41. Hampton VA Tapped As National Test Bed 
(NEWPORT NEWS DAILY PRESS 22 MAY 12) ... Hugh Lessig 

The Obama administration has selected the Hampton VA 
Medical Center and a site in San Antonio as launch points for 
a massive medical record-sharing program between the 
departments of Veterans Affairs and Defense. 

The two areas will serve as test beds for what Defense 
Secretary Leon Panetta billed Monday as "the world's largest 
electronic health record system." He and VA Secretary Eric 
Shinseki made the announcement at a press conference in 
North Chicago. 

The idea is to create a single electronic health record for 
men and women, starting from their time as active-duty 
service members to their transition into the VA health care 
system. 

Allowing the two departments to share information is 
aimed at filling gaps and erasing mistakes in patient records, 
allowing doctors to make better-informed treatment decisions, 
officials said. 

The federal government will begin implementing the 
program at those two locations starting in 2014. It is expected 
fully ramp up in three years. 

DeAnne Seekins, Hampton VA director, said she and her 
staff learned of their selection about two weeks ago. 

"The physicians are definitely excited about this," she 
said. "They recognize the importance of sharing information." 

The program is known as the Integrated Electronic Health 
Record system. It is a key piece of a 2009 initiative announced 
by President Obama called the Virtual Lifetime Electronic 
Record, or VLER. 

The program is considered especially timely given the 
number of service members returning from Afghanistan in the 

coming months and years, increasing the workload at VA 
centers across the nation. 

"The VA's requirements will continue to grow for a 
decade or more after the end of the mission," Shinseki said. 

Hampton Roads not only has a large veteran population, 
but the Hampton VA already has experience as a pilot site for 
another records-sharing initiative, said Roger W. Baker, VA 
assistant secretary for information and technology. 

That initiative shares information between the VA, the 
Defense Department and private-sector providers. Hampton 
Roads was selected as a pilot site for that project, and Baker 
said one example from that project shows how sharing records 
can save lives. 

A private sector doctor who had access to VA records 
noticed that his patient had listed an allergy. The doctor wasn't 
aware of it, and it turned out that the patient had told the VA, 
but not the doctor, Baker said. 

The rollout in 2014 will begin deliberately, as staff in 
both federal agencies test the technology. The first shared 
records will relate to immunizations and lab work, said Beth 
A. McGrath, deputy chief management officer, Department of 
Defense. 

Panetta said that VA and DoD "must break down the 
barriers between our departments that prevent us from 
partnering to deliver the highest-quality health care to those 
who need it." 

He and Shinseki made the announcement. at the Captain 
James A. Lovell Federal Health Care Center. The site is the 
first-ever partnership between the VA and the Defense 
Department that cares for active-duty military, their family 
members, military retirees and veterans under one roof. 
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42. TSP’s Roth Option Sees Few Contributions So Far 
(FEDERAL TIMES 21 MAY 12) ... Stephen Losey 

The Thrift Savings Plan’s new Roth option has drawn a 
tepid response in its first two weeks of existence, with only 
four participants making payments so far. 

But the Federal Retirement Thrift Investment Board, 
which governs TSP, said the small number of contributions 
was expected because of the government’s payroll schedule, 
and it expects those numbers to accelerate in the coming 
weeks. FRTIB External Affairs Director Kim Weaver said 
many more contributions should come in after Memorial Day. 

The board said it experienced no major problems as the 
Roth option went live May 7. The board said it found four 
minor post-deployment problems, three of which have already 
been fixed. 

“We were very concerned that we would turn this on and 
somewhere, something would roll into another system and 
cause bad things to happen,” said Roth project manager Karen 

Vaughn. The four problems “weren’t showstoppers,” but 
required some recoding. 

The board said the Roth’s launch was an extremely 
complex and sprawling effort, that involved more than half of 
the board’s staff and more than 140 contractors to make the 
required information technology and process changes. 

“Roth is a big deal,” FRTIB Executive Director Greg 
Long said. “This was not easy. This required us, internally, to 
do things differently.” 

The first four Roth contributions came in May 15, 
Vaughn said. Three participants also rolled money into Roth 
on May 18, she said. 

The Roth option allows participants to invest after-tax 
earnings into funds that will grow without tax liability on 
future earnings. This differs from the standard TSP plan, 
where before-tax dollars are invested and taxed when they are 
withdrawn. 
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Military service members and certain federal employees, 
such as judges, who are likely to have lower taxes while they 
work, will see the most benefit by choosing the Roth option. 
Most federal civilians would probably be better served by 
staying with the standard TSP plan. 

But service members will have to wait for it — perhaps 
until the fall — because the Defense Finance and Accounting 

Service is still adapting its systems. DFAS expects to roll out 
the Roth option to Marine Corps members in June, roughly 1.1 
million civilian employees at Defense and other DFAS 
customer agencies in July, and Army, Navy and Air Force 
service members in October. 
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43. Navy Developing Web App To Detect Pirates 
(DEFENSE NEWS 21 MAY 12) ... Jacqueline Klimas 

Development is underway on a Web-based application 
that will help U.S. sailors detect pirate ships, illegal fishing 
vessels, drug smugglers, arms traffickers and other bad guys in 
the ocean. 

The application will combine automated vessel detection 
with behavioral analysis, said John Stastny, an engineer with 
the International Collaborative Development for Enhanced 
Maritime Domain Awareness, or ICODE MDA, which is 
helping to design it for the U.S. Navy. Doing this will allow 
sailors to identify and avoid ships engaging in suspicious at-
sea maneuvers, which could signal the presence of pirates. 

So, what exactly constitutes pirate behavior? That’s yet to 
be determined. 

Stastny said the goal is to look at data to identify what 
kind of behavior is typical for a regular ship versus a pirate 
ship. 

“That can help us develop models for what pirates are 
likely to do,” he explained. 

The program will operate like iGoogle, an online 
dashboard that accommodates a user’s preferences and 
displays personalized data for local weather, email and news. 
But for this dashboard, the menu will focus on locating 
pirates. 

“You’re going to have a base map that will show 
anomalies that are related to the piracy problem and a widget 
that shows which are high-risk vessels or high-risk areas for 
piracy today,” Stastny said. 

These widgets, or Web-based applications, will be 
designed and built collaboratively with representatives from 
the Navy and researchers in Chile. 

Because processing all of this data uses huge amounts of 
bandwidth, the program is designed to be used at onshore 
operations centers, Stastny said. But sailors at sea will still be 
involved and could still depend on it for critical information. 

“What’s sent to the ships should be actionable intelligence 
only — positions and activities of pirates, for example,” he 
said. 

In this way, afloat sailors will benefit from improved 
awareness of what is going on around them without having to 
deal with the realities of low bandwidth at sea. 

The goal of detecting ships is to allow sailors to avoid a 
potentially hazardous encounter rather than always being on 
defense, said Jim Fallin, director of public affairs at Space and 
Naval Warfare Systems Center Pacific. 

The app will be designed in an open-source format, 
meaning anyone can access the data, including civilians. The 
idea is to encourage information-sharing for better situational 
awareness with the U.S. and coalition navies. 

Development of the program will begin in December and 
a prototype is expected by the end of 2013, Stastny said. The 
Defense Department awarded $1 million over two years for 
development of the widgets and framework. 

This year there have been 121 attacks and 13 hijackings 
worldwide as of April 23, according to the International 
Maritime Bureau’s Piracy Reporting Centre. Currently, 12 
vessels and 173 hostages are being held by Somali pirates. 
While the coast of Somalia is one of the worst areas for piracy 
attacks, other areas include Nigeria, Indonesia and the coast of 
South America. 

Ultimately, Stastny said a $1 million investment in this 
project is not a high cost when compared to the damage done 
by pirates each year. 

“What value do we place on keeping our sailors safer and 
shipping vessels safer through shared information?” Stastny 
asked. “When you consider the demonstrative propensity of 
pirates to take hostages and take large sums of money, I don’t 
agree it’s a high cost. It’s ... the right investment.” 
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44. Spy Agency Seeks Cyber-Ops Curriculum 
(REUTERS 22 MAY 12) ... Tabassum Zakaria 

FORT MEADE, Maryland -- The National Security 
Agency is trying to expand U.S. cyber expertise needed for 
secret intelligence operations against adversaries on computer 
networks through a new cyber-ops program at selected 
universities. 

The cyber-ops curriculum is geared to providing the basic 
education for jobs in intelligence, military and law 
enforcement that are so secret they will only be revealed to 
some students and faculty, who need to pass security clearance 
requirements, during special summer seminars offered by 
NSA. 

It is not easy to find the right people for cyber operations 
because the slice of the hacker community that would make a 
quality cyber operator inside the government is only a sliver. 

The "quality cyber operators" the NSA is looking for are 
few and far between, says Neal Ziring, technical director at the 
agency's Information Assurance Directorate. 

"We're trying to create more of these, and yes they have 
to know some of the things that hackers know, they have to 
know a lot of other things too, which is why you really want a 
good university to create these people for you," Ziring told 
Reuters in an interview at NSA's headquarters in Maryland. 
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NSA has two main missions: to protect U.S. government 
computer networks and to collect foreign intelligence through 
electronic means like satellites and decode it. 

Of 20 universities that applied, only four received this 
week the new designation of Centers of Academic Excellence 
in Cyber Operations: Dakota State University, Naval 
Postgraduate School, Northeastern University and University 
of Tulsa. 

Out of 10 requirements, the two most lacking at many 
schools were courses on "reverse engineering" - or how to 
gain knowledge of a technology or product to reproduce it - 
and cellular communications and mobile technologies, NSA 
officials said. 

"We found a lot of schools weren't emerging with the 
technology, weren't keeping up," said Captain Jill Newton, 
who leads NSA's cyber training and education programs. 

NSA officials say the program, which is part of President 
Barack Obama's national initiative to improve cybersecurity 
through education, aims to prepare students for careers at the 
U.S. Cyber Command, the NSA's signals intelligence 
operations and law enforcement agencies investigating cyber 
crimes. 

U.S. officials from the Obama administration and 
Congress have been banging the drums loudly about the need 
for greater cybersecurity, accusing China and Russia of 
hacking U.S. systems for economic gain. 

"Right now you hear a lot of talk about foreign countries, 
China in particular, coming into our networks. They get in, 
they look around, they see what they might want, they send it 
home, and you don't know what else they've left behind," 
Dickie George, a former NSA official, said. "Why wouldn't 
we want to do the same thing? It's not a one-way game." 

Many universities are now focused on web technologies 
such as how to write applications for the iPhone, which is not 
what is required for cyber operations to collect intelligence or 
defend the government's systems, NSA officials said. 

That requires knowing "the guts, the internals of the 
operating systems, having to understand how the hardware 
actually works," said Steven LaFountain, a senior NSA 
official who guides academic programs. 

Newton said a cyber operation might involve altering 
computer systems to work to one's advantage and doing that 
"without being seen or without it being obvious that I was 
changing the inner workings of the operating system." 

"It could be very useful for a defender, so as you see your 
stuff being adjusted, corrupted, exploited, messed with, and 
being able to recognize when that is happening to you, to be 
able to better defend against it," she said. 

About 15 years ago, there was a mindset that the 
computer system being compromised happened rarely and if 
the security was hardened that would be sufficient to secure it, 
but the security environment has changed, said Ziring, a 
computer scientist and the first non-mathematician in his 
position at NSA. 

"What we've realized these days is that's hokum, that 
doesn't work any more, that systems are under attack 
constantly," Ziring said. 

"For many systems, especially those that for mission 
reasons have to work in a very exposed space, being under 
some degree of compromise is sort of their new normal state." 

That requires actively defending the systems by blocking 
and mitigating known problems and hunting for the unknown 
by looking for anomalies, Ziring said. 

One mandatory requirement in the curriculum is covering 
legal and ethical issues so students understand the limits. 

"We still found a lot of schools are still a little reluctant 
on how they characterize what they are teaching," LaFountain 
said. 

"We are not asking them to teach kids how to break into 
systems, we're not asking them to teach that. And a lot of them 
have said they wouldn't teach that," he said. "We're just asking 
them to teach the hardcore fundamental science that we need 
students to have when they come to work here." 

While the open education provides the basic knowledge, 
it is not until they arrive at the NSA that newly hired cyber 
operators get trained in their secret jobs. 

"In our operational developmental organization, we would 
spend up to 12 months to give them the secret sauce, the 
tradecraft, the really deep technical training so that they could 
make themselves useful in doing what we need them to do, 
and that's with that technical underpinning," Newton said. 

Ziring said it was important to figure out the next step in 
threat evolution so the technologies can be built to address it. 

"The threat actor's action cycle is speeding up and getting 
shorter. The defender's cycle has to get shorter. So what 
technologies can we build that will help that?" 
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45. Oklahoma Plebe Grabs Dixie Cup In Naval Academy's Herndon Climb 
Two hours, 10 minutes to cap the monument 
(BALTIMORE SUN 23 MAY 12) ... Andrea F. Siegel 

They are plebes no longer. 
It took two hours, 10 minutes and 13 seconds Tuesday for 

the freshman class at the U.S. Naval Academy to have one of 
its own knock a plebe's "dixie cup" hat from the top of the 
greased Herndon Monument and replace it with a 
midshipman's hat, symbolically morphing the group into 4th-
class Mids. 

Andrew Craig, 19, of Tulsa, Okla., achieved the goal in 
the noisy and slippery event that drew between 800 and 1,000 
plebes, officials said. Tradition holds that the student who caps 
the monument will be first in the class to reach the rank of 
admiral, though that has yet to happen. 

The climb up the 21-foot-tall obelisk on the grounds of 
the military college in Annapolis apparently isn't such a 
challenge if the monument is fat-free. The climb took just over 
two minutes in 2010, the last time the structure wasn't greased. 

This year, 50 pounds of lard was slathered on the obelisk, 
dedicated to the memory of Commander William Lewis 
Herndon, who went down with his ship in 1857. 

Gary and Karen Hinderland flew in from their home in 
Webster, N.Y., to watch their son participate in the rite of 
passage. Jack Hinderland, 20, was among the plebes at the 
bottom helping to form the platform, his father said. 
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"They were fighting hard. They'd come up and get so 
close and somebody's knees would buckle and they'd 
crumble," Gary Hinderland said, laughing as he recalled the 
sight of plebes piling onto each other, groping their way up 
and slip-sliding away before one made it to the top. 

The climb is the final event for plebes as a freshman class, 
academy officials said. However, they won't stay 4th-class 
Mids long. They move up to 3rd class once the Class of 2012 
graduates on Tuesday. 

View Clip (RT: 0:21) 
Return to Index 
 

46. Naming Ship After Milk Wins Support 
(SAN FRANCISCO CHRONICLE 23 MAY 12) ... Rachel Gordon 

It is official: The San Francisco Board of Supervisors 
backs the idea of the Navy naming a vessel after gay political 
leader Harvey Milk. But the decision came only after debating 
the power of symbolism and consulting with a spirit board. 

The nonbinding resolution, approved on a 9-2 vote, urges 
the secretary of the Navy to christen a ship the USS Harvey 
Milk. It supports the request of San Diego Rep. Bob Filner, 
the ranking Democrat on the House Armed Services 
Committee. 

Milk, one of the first openly gay officeholders in the 
nation, was serving on the San Francisco Board of Supervisors 
when he was gunned down in 1978 by his former colleague 
Dan White. 

Milk was a naval officer who served during the Korean 
War. 

Tuesday's vote came on what would have been Milk's 
82nd birthday. 

"LGBT people have always served in our armed forces," 
said Supervisor Scott Wiener, who sponsored the resolution. 
"For many, many years, our community was hidden and 
oppressed in the armed services. 

"Now, because of the repeal of 'don't ask, don't tell,' our 
community can serve openly and proudly," he added. "We 

must support our LGBT soldiers past and present. I can think 
of no better way to do that than to name a vessel for a Navy 
officer who went on to become one of the most important civil 
rights leaders in history." 

But Supervisor Christina Olague voted against the 
legislation, not wanting to link Milk to the military. 

"I just do believe that there are more appropriate ways to 
honor somebody who in their last days of their life was 
opposed to war," she said, noting Milk's public opposition to 
the Vietnam War. "I also have, my entire life, been against the 
military-industrial complex." 

Supervisor John Avalos said he sees the merits of the 
arguments on both sides of the debate. He and his City Hall 
aides turned to a Ouija board to ask for Milk's opinion. 

We "actually put our hands on the Ouija board and the 
letters g-o-o-d-r-i-d-d-a-n-c-e-d-a-d-t came out. We asked 
Harvey, and Harvey gave us these letters: 'Good riddance don't 
ask, don't tell.' It was quite clear that Harvey Milk would have 
been opposed to 'don't ask, don't tell.' I can honestly say that's 
one aspect of this resolution that's really valid." 

Avalos joined Wiener and seven other supervisors to 
support the resolution. Only Olague and Supervisor Jane Kim 
were opposed. 
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47. U.S. Officials Guided Filmmakers On Bin Laden Raid Movie 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 22 MAY 12) ... Tony Capaccio and Gopal Ratnam 

The Obama administration promised a Hollywood 
filmmaker unprecedented access to the top-secret Navy unit 
that killed Osama bin Laden to help her make a feature film on 
the operation at the same time it was publicly ordering 
officials to stop talking about the raid. 

The Pentagon’s top intelligence official, Michael Vickers, 
offered Oscar-winning director Kathryn Bigelow interviews 
with a member of the SEAL team that helped plan last year’s 
assault on bin Laden’s compound, according to a transcript of 
a July 15 meeting that was released yesterday by Judicial 
Watch, a Washington-based legal organization. 

The summary was among hundreds of pages of material 
on the Obama administration’s cooperation with Bigelow and 
screenwriter Mark Boal on their proposed movie that Judicial 
Watch obtained under the Freedom of Information Act. The 
documents illustrate a conflict between the administration’s 
public calls for shielding classified information related to bin 
Laden’s death and its private effort to assist the filmmakers. 

During the meeting with Bigelow, who directed the 
Academy Award-winning Iraq War movie “The Hurt Locker,” 
Vickers also divulged the name of the normally secret Navy 
commando unit known as SEAL Team Six. 

“Well, the basic idea is they’ll make a guy available who 
was involved from the beginning as planner, a SEAL Team 6 

Operator and Commander,” said Vickers, the undersecretary 
of defense for intelligence, according to the transcript. 

‘Point of Contact’ 
Lieutenant Colonel James Gregory, a Vickers spokesman, 

said in an e-mail last night that Vickers was not referring to a 
SEAL Team Six member. 

“The identity of a planner, not a member of SEAL Team 
6, was provided by the U.S. Special Operations Command as a 
possible point of contact for additional information if the DoD 
determined that additional support was merited,” Gregory 
said. “No additional official DoD support was granted, nor to 
our knowledge was it pursued by the film makers,” he said. 
“This was a meeting to explore possibilities about supporting 
the film endeavor.” 

Judicial Watch sued the Defense Department in January 
for release of the records and received the material on May 18, 
the group said in a news release yesterday. The organization is 
also pressing for the publication of post-mortem photos of bin 
Laden and video, which the U.S. government has refused to 
release citing national security concerns. 

‘Talking Too Much’ 
The July meeting between Vickers, Bigelow and Boal, 

which was sanctioned by the White House, came two months 
after then- Defense Secretary Robert Gates and then-Joint 
Chiefs of Staff Chairman Admiral Michael Mullen urged 



 35

military officials to stop talking about the raid on May 2, 
2011. 

“My concern is that there were too many people in too 
many places talking too much about this operation,” Gates 
said at a at a May 18 news conference. “And we had reached 
an agreement that we would not talk about operational details. 
That lasted about 15 hours,” he said. 

At the July 15 meeting, Boal told Vickers he had already 
met that day with CIA Deputy Director Mike Morell and 
earlier with White House Deputy National Security Adviser 
Denis McDonough and counterterrorism adviser John 
Brennan, according to the transcript. 

‘Simply False’ 
Tommy Vietor, a spokesman for Obama’s National 

Security Council, declined to comment on the documents and 
referred to the response given by White House press secretary 
Jay Carney on Aug. 10, when Republican Representative Peter 
King of New York called for an investigation into whether the 
filmmaker was given access to classified information. 

“We do not discuss classified information,” Carney said 
at the time. “The most specific information we’ve given from 
this White House about the actual raid I read to you from this 
podium. So it’s simply false” that any special access was 
granted. 

King’s request was prompted by an Aug. 7 New York 
Times column by Maureen Dowd that said: “The 
moviemakers are getting top-level access to the most 
classified mission in history.” 

The Pentagon routinely provides technical assistance and 
location access to filmmakers, including the science-fiction 
movie “Battleship” that was released last week. In exchange 
for such access, equipment and personnel, filmmakers must 
modify a script if requested by the Pentagon or military 
service. 

‘Gutsy Decision’ 
A summary of a June meeting between Vickers and Boal, 

the writer and producer of “The Hurt Locker,” offers a 
glimpse of the Obama administration’s possible motives for 
assisting the filmmakers -- aside from preventing inaccuracies 
and disclosures of classified information. 

Vickers said that based on the intelligence, there was a 
“60 to 80 percent certainty” that bin Laden was in the 
compound in Abbottabad, Pakistan, and that ordering the raid 
“was a ‘gutsy decision by the POTUS,’” shorthand for 
President of the United States, according to the summary. 
Vickers also “recommended” that the filmmakers look at the 
raid from the Central Intelligence Agency, Pentagon and 
White House vantage points. 

“White House involvement was critical,” according to the 
summary of Vickers’ discussion. 

Bigelow is out of the country filming and can’t be reached 
for comment, her publicist Susan Ciccone said yesterday. 

SEAL Team Six 
Pentagon and special operations officials have never 

publicly acknowledged the official designation of the Navy 

unit known informally as SEAL Team Six and formally as the 
Naval Special Warfare Development Group, or Devgru, based 
in Dam Neck, Virginia. 

When 17 members of the unit were killed last Aug. 6 in a 
CH-47 Chinook helicopter crash, the fact that they were 
members of that unit was not disclosed though their names 
were released. 

Vickers had no such reticence when meeting with the 
filmmakers, though. 

“He can probably give you everything you would want or 
get” from the top U.S. Special Operations Command 
Commander or direct raid commander, Vickers said, referring 
respectively to then-Admiral Eric Olson and Admiral William 
McRaven. 

According to the documents, McRaven, then head of the 
Joint Special Operations Command, and Olson would not 
speak with the filmmakers because military officials were 
concerned “that it’s just a bad example if it gets out -- even 
with all sorts of restrictions and everything.” 

‘That’s Dynamite’ 
The SEAL Team Six planner whose name was blacked 

out in the transcript will “speak for operators and he’ll speak 
for senior military commanders” because they are all “the 
same tribe and everything,” Vickers said during the July 
meeting. 

The commanders tell their troops never to talk about 
operations, and doing so now would jeopardize their 
leadership, Vickers told the filmmakers, according to the 
documents. 

Still, filmmakers were ecstatic. “That’s dynamite by the 
way,” Boal told Vickers, according to the transcript. “That’s 
incredible,” Bigelow said. 

Officials at the CIA also went to unusual lengths to 
cooperate with Bigelow and Boal. In a June 30 e-mail to a 
recipient whose name was redacted, then-CIA spokesman 
Marie Harf, who now works for President Barack Obama’s re-
election campaign in Chicago, said: 

“As a Agency, we’ve been pretty forward-leaning with 
Boal, and he’s agreed to share scripts and details about the 
movie with us so we’re absolutely comfortable with what he 
will be showing.” 

‘A Bit Quiet’ 
“I know this is a little outside what we typically do as 

CIA officers,” she continued later, “but Boal seems committed 
to representing the Agency well in what is a multi-million 
dollar major motion picture. 

"(... we’re trying to keep his visits at HQs a bit quiet, 
because of the sensitivities surrounding who gets to participate 
in this types of things. I’m sure you understand ...)” 

Preston Golson, a CIA spokesman, said in an e-mail 
yesterday that “on some occasions, when appropriate, we 
arrange visits to the Agency for unclassified meetings with 
some of our officers.” 
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PPIINNIIOONN::  
48. Honoring A Native Son 
(FALL RIVER (MA) HERALD NEWS 22 MAY 12) ... Editorial 

Naval aviator Thomas Hudner Jr. returned to his native 
Fall River on Saturday, where he was the guest of honor at a 
luncheon aboard the Battleship Massachusetts on Armed 
Forces Day. Hudner, 87, is among fewer than 100 living 
Medal of Honor winners. Soon, the Navy’s most state-of-the-
art Tomahawk guided-missile destroyer will bear his name. 
He’s one of the few living people to be bestowed such a rare 
honor by the secretary of the Navy. 

Known to friends as “Lou,” Hudner attended Highland 
Elementary School and Morton Junior High School in Fall 
River before he went to preparatory school in Andover and 
later the Naval Academy to launch his distinguished military 
career. The Concord resident recalled the day that as a city 
youngster, he learned about the Japanese attack on Pearl 
Harbor on Dec. 7, 1941. “It was the start of a complete change 
in living,” he said. 

Hudner received the Medal of Honor from President 
Harry S Truman on April 13, 1951, for his efforts crashing his 
plane in North Korea on Dec. 4, 1950 in an unsuccessful 
attempt to save the life of a fellow pilot, who had been hit by 
enemy fire. “The whole notion of duty and honor is really 
exemplified by his story and vision,” said Navy League 
President John H. Lind. 

During Saturday’s luncheon event, Hudner shared his 
story of the harrowing Korean War experience, in which he 
landed his plane in the mountainous terrain in 35-degree-

below-zero conditions with two feet of snow in an attempt to 
save Ensign Jesse L. Brown, the first black Navy aviator to fly 
in combat. 

Hudner said Brown was the “epitome of a good pilot and 
probably the greatest letter-writer on the ship.” Despite 
Hudner’s heroic efforts to try to save the pilot, military 
officials made the decision to napalm the two planes so the 
enemy would not find the aircraft. “We had to leave him 
there,” Hudner said. 

In recognition of Hudner’s heroics, the next new Navy 
destroyer, USS Thomas Hudner, will bear his name. In 
another honor to Hudner’s exemplary military career and his 
prestigious status as a national war hero, the Navy sent an 
MH60 Jayhawk jet flyover above the battleship Saturday. 

The hometown hero was also presented with a key to the 
city and a citation from Mayor Will Flanagan to honor the 
naming of the USS Thomas Hudner. He was also presented 
with a navy blue and gold cap with the words USS Thomas 
Hudner. 

The Massachusetts Bay Council Navy League, which held 
the luncheon in Hudner’s honor, is also making a donation to 
the New England Center for Homeless Veterans in his honor. 
Saturday’s event aboard the battleship was a fitting tribute to 
this city native who takes his place in history and makes Fall 
River proud. 
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49. Washington Can Focus On Asia Only With A Robust NATO 
(FINANCIAL TIMES (UK) 22 MAY 12) ... Geoff Dyer 

It is almost a year since Robert Gates stepped down as 
U.S. defence secretary yet his parting words were still ringing 
in the ears of the leaders assembled in Chicago for the two-day 
NATO summit. 

Taking advantage of the freedom that comes from 
imminent retirement, Mr. Gates told a NATO gathering last 
June that the alliance had a "dim if not dismal future" and 
warned of possible "military irrelevance." He added that there 
was "dwindling appetite" in the U.S. to keep supporting the 
organisation. 

The questions he posed go well beyond the practicalities 
of defence co-operation. In between the G8 summit on Friday 
and Saturday and the NATO meeting in Chicago on Sunday 
and yesterday, this has been a weekend where the very idea of 
"the west" has been on trial. 

Amid all the talk of decline or the current buzzword of 
"G-zero," the flurry of summits has provided a live test of 
whether there is any vitality left in the transatlantic 
relationship. And given the problems besetting the euro and 
the EU, that puts even more emphasis on NATO. 

If he were still in office, Mr. Gates might find plenty of 
reasons to remain pessimistic about the future of NATO, given 
the economic malaise on both sides of the Atlantic. 

European nations used to provide near to 40 per cent of 
NATO’s defence spending; now that figure is closer to 20 per 
cent and is likely to fall further as austerity kicks in. U.S. 
defence budget cuts are focusing heavily on Europe, with two 
of the four combat brigades expected to leave. 

The Libya operation ended up a success but along the way 
it exposed myriad weaknesses in NATO’s operational 
capacity. Only nine countries were willing or able to supply 
aircraft to the exercise and after three months some of them 
had run out of munitions, forcing the U.S. to send emergency 
supplies. 

And this was a small operation against a weak opponent. 
For all the warm welcome to Chicago from Barack 

Obama, the U.S. president, the European allies are also acutely 
aware that the signature piece of the Obama administration’s 
foreign policy has been the tilt towards Asia, the natural step 
for a president who by background and instinct is more 
focused on the Pacific than the Atlantic. 

Yet stand back for a second and the view does not look 
quite so grim. The organisation was originally founded to 
counter Soviet aggression. The NATO leaders who watched 
the Berlin Wall fall might be surprised to find out that the 
alliance actually still exists 23 years later, let alone that it has 
been involved in military operations during three-quarters of 
the time since then. 

Despite all the budget pressures in Europe and the 
pervasive pessimism among electorates about the war in 
Afghanistan, there are still 40,000 non-American troops in the 
country – which surely says something about NATO’s staying 
power. 

Mr. Obama might have been hamming it up a bit in when 
he said NATO was "the strongest and most successful military 
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alliance that the world has known." But it is the only one 
capable of conducting operations beyond its borders. 

If NATO really were withering away, it would probably 
not attract so much attention. Chicago hosted almost as many 
heads of state from non-NATO countries as from its 28 
members, many of whom were keen to learn more about 
organising regional defence and to tap into NATO’s crisis 
management skills. 

Some are countries, such as Australia, that have helped 
out in Afghanistan. Others are involved in NATO’s various 
partnerships in central Asia, north Africa or the Middle East. 

There were also, as it happens, plenty of Asian leaders in 
Chicago. And that is the hidden point behind Mr. Obama’s 
Pacific tilt and why the U.S. will not abandon NATO. The 
"pivot" to Asia is not an alternative to Europe and NATO: on 
the contrary, a robust NATO is a precondition. 

Washington can focus its attention on Asia only if it feels 
comfortable that the transatlantic alliance is still in working 
order. 
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50. Law Of The Sea Treaty Can't Wait 
(POLITICO 22 MAY 12) ... Sen. John Kerry 

Wednesday begins a comprehensive discussion about 
whether the United States should join the Law of the Sea 
Convention. I’ve heard from countless military officials and 
conservative-minded business leaders who say it’s urgent. I’ve 
also spoken with senators and interest groups who oppose it. 

The Senate Foreign Relations Committee, in coming 
weeks, intends to provide a forum for debate on this issue for 
the first time since 2007. We’ll look at it from all sides to 
allow members to consider it based on merit and the best 
interests of the United States. 

Why now? We’ve effectively lived by its terms, even as a 
nonparty to the treaty and a holdout. But we’ve deprived 
ourselves of its benefits for the past 30 years. We should 
instead be asking why it has taken us so long to have this 
discussion. 

By not joining Law of the Sea, we’ve dealt ourselves out 
of the game that’s unfolding right in front of us. Let me give 
you a few examples: 

The pact will lock in the favorable navigational rights that 
our military and shipping interests depend on every day. It can 
strengthen our hand against China and others, which are 
staking out claims in the Pacific, the Arctic or elsewhere. 

It is designed to give our oil and gas companies the 
certainty they need to make crucial investments to secure our 
energy future. It puts our telecommunications companies on 
equal footing with foreign competitors. And it will help secure 
access to rare earth minerals, which we need for computers, 
cellphones and weapons systems that allow us to live and 
work day in and day out. 

If you slice through the fog of misinformation, the case 
for ratification is clear and compelling. This isn’t President 
Barack Obama’s treaty — and it isn’t your father’s Law of the 
Sea Treaty, either. 

This was originally negotiated at President Richard 
Nixon’s behest; refined and supported in part by President 
Ronald Reagan, and endorsed and aggressively pushed by 
President George W. Bush. Every member of the Joint Chiefs 
of Staff argued for its ratification. The U.S. business 
community — including the shipping, transportation, 
telecommunications and energy industries, as well as the U.S. 
Chamber of Commerce — joins the military in supporting it. 
The treaty’s most committed supporters are Republicans and 
conservative-minded business leaders, not Democrats. 

This isn’t about politics — it’s about military 
effectiveness. As we focus more attention toward the Asia-

Pacific region, it’s more important than ever that we’re part of 
this treaty. China and other countries are staking out illegal 
claims in the South China Sea. Signing this treaty would give 
an immediate boost to U.S. credibility as we push back against 
excessive maritime claims and illegal restrictions on our 
warships and commercial vessels. There’s no doubt in my 
mind that it would help resolve maritime issues to the benefit 
of the United States and our regional allies and partners. 

This is about energy security. Russia and other countries 
are carving up the Arctic and laying claim to its vast oil and 
gas riches. But we can’t even access the treaty body that 
provides international legitimacy for these types of Arctic 
claims. We’re sitting on the sidelines instead of taking every 
possible step to ensure our stake in this resource-rich area. 

This is about rare earth minerals. China controls 
production of rare earth minerals, critically important for 
cellphones, computers and weapons systems. U.S. industry is 
poised to secure these minerals from the deep seabed. But they 
cannot do so unless we’re a party to the treaty. 

And it’s about telecommunications. The treaty provides a 
legal framework to lay and protect submarine cables. We all 
know how critical the Internet is. We need to be able to protect 
the cables through which the Internet flows. The treaty does 
that — but don’t take my word for it, listen to AT&T and 
Verizon, U.S. telecommunication giants. 

The contentious political season has been inserting itself 
on the floor of Congress. It can, regrettably disrupt the Senate, 
though it was designed to be immune to the politics of the 
moment. 

But perhaps in a calmer place, the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee can do what, historically, it’s done best: 
Away from the hyperpartisan shouting matches, we can spend 
a lot of serious, thoughtful time deliberating all questions of 
substance. My hope and expectation is that everyone will keep 
an open mind and carefully consider the arguments on both 
sides — so that senators can come to their own conclusions. 

But one point, for me, rings true: America has never been 
content to sit at the back of the room and let others make 
decisions that affect our national security and our economic 
opportunities. Why should today be any different? Let’s begin 
the discussion — which I believe will ultimately reaffirm that 
the treaty is good for security, jobs and America. 

Sen. John Kerry (D-Mass.) is chairman of the Senate 
Foreign Relations Committee. 
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51. Treaty Would Usurp Navy's Authority 
(POLITICO 22 MAY 12) ... Sen. Jim Inhofe, Sen. Roger Wicker and Sen. Jeff Sessions 

The U.S. Navy has been the master of the seven seas 
since World War II, the pre-eminent maritime force. 

It seems odd, then, that Navy leadership has long pressed 
for what amounts to a redundant international hall pass. 

A steady stream of admirals and service chiefs over many 
years have advocated for the U.N. Convention on the Law of 
the Sea, or the Law of the Sea Treaty — an accord rejected by 
President Ronald Reagan in 1982. 

Gen. Martin Dempsey, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff, for example, said this treaty “codifies navigational rights 
and freedoms essential for our global mobility.” 

It is true that the treaty’s navigational articles codify 
noncontroversial traditional maritime rules of the road. But the 
Navy has successfully preserved and protected its navigational 
rights and freedoms for 200 years without it. 

For the treaty to be “essential for our global mobility,” the 
Navy would have to suffer a devastating decline — either 
from drastic budget cuts or a major reduction in its mission 
and capabilities. Ceding any authority to an international body 
is not only a threat to our sovereignty, it also creates another 
avenue for other nations to stop U.S. unilateral activity. 

Some fear the Navy is at a tipping point. Increased global 
threats, combined with fewer resources, have created growing 
concern for its future. Devastating budget cuts under the 
Obama administration mean doing even more with much less. 

If the proposed defense cuts through sequestration go into 
effect, potential cuts include the littoral combat ship, 
amphibious ships, a reduction in aircraft carriers and far fewer 
Sailors. After sequestration, our fleet could be smaller than 
230 ships — the smallest since 1915. 

Could it be that some have decided to put their hope in a 
piece of paper rather than provide the resources necessary to 
maintain our Navy’s traditional strength? Does this U.N. 
treaty provide real justification for such devastating cuts? If 
not, we need detailed explanations from our top military 
officials. 

The Navy already operates within the bounds of 
international and customary laws. Shortly after World War II, 
the U.S. joined the Inter-Governmental Maritime Consultative 
Organization, now called the International Maritime 
Organization. The purpose of the group is to set maritime laws 
that are now broadly enforced by national and local maritime 

authorities to improve safety at sea, facilitate trade among 
seafaring states and protect the marine environment. 

These laws allow the U.S. to execute commerce and 
military operations around the globe — as an independent and 
sovereign nation. Thus, LOST is unneeded and redundant. 

Most of the opposition to the Law of the Sea pact stems 
from the treaty’s non-navigational portions that deal with the 
international taxation from natural resources revenue, issues 
related to U.S. sovereignty and the redistribution of wealth 
from the U.S. to the Third World. But even worse, this 
agreement would be an albatross that takes our nation’s 
military down with it. 

Proponents say the treaty exempts military activity from 
international litigation. But those of us opposing it are deeply 
concerned because this terribly flawed document fails to 
define what is included in that exemption. In addition, it opens 
the U.S. military to the jurisdiction of international courts and 
governing bodies. 

Military training exercises that do not have the approval 
of other nations could be prevented because of potentially 
negative environmental impacts. U.S. military vessels could 
be stopped on the grounds that they are too heavy a polluter. 

All the while, billions — if not trillions — in limited U.S. 
funds would be transferred from the U.S. Treasury to 
international coffers through the tax and redistribution 
provisions of the treaty. As we have seen, when funds are 
limited, the first place to get squeezed is our military. 

At the same time, nations like China and Iran, both 
signers of the treaty, have been flexing their muscles. Iran 
threatened to shut down the Strait of Hormuz and attack U.S. 
vessels. China’s navy has engaged in acts of harassment meant 
to intimidate its neighbors in the South China Sea. In both 
cases, it is the might of the U.S. Navy — not the treaty — that 
maintains order. 

The Senate should reject this dangerous hand over of U.S. 
sovereignty. Instead, it should provide the Navy with the 
resources necessary to keep it the best force on the high seas. 

Sen. Jim Inhofe (R-Okla.) is the second ranking member 
of the Armed Services Committee. Sen. Roger Wicker (R-
Miss.) is the ranking member of the SASC Subcommittee on 
Seapower. Sen. Jeff Sessions (R-Ala.) is the ranking member 
of the Budget Committee. 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. U.S. Plans For Larger Presence In Pacific 
(NAVY TIMES 21 APR 12) ... Gidget Fuentes 

The failed mid-April launch of a long-range North Korean rocket, billed as a satellite launch but widely seen as the test of a 
ballistic missile, was the latest reminder of how the Pacific region remains one of the world’s most volatile. 

 
2. Navy Helps Recruits Get Shipshape 
Remedial program targets those who fail boot camp fitness tests 
(CHICAGO TRIBUNE 24 APR 12) ... John Keilman 

Mason Hawks came to Naval Station Great Lakes in January for eight weeks of basic training. Thirteen weeks later, long after the 
rest of his division had graduated, he was still there, unable to get over a hurdle that stymies hundreds of recruits each year: He 
couldn't run 11/2 miles fast enough. 

 
3. President Praises Leaders For New Sexual Assault Policies 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 23 APR 12) ... John Valceanu 

WASHINGTON – President Barack Obama released a statement today praising the Defense Department’s senior leaders for 
issuing new policies designed to combat sexual assault in the military. 

 
4. #SAAM: Naval Air Station Jax Teams With City Of Jacksonville For Victim's Rights 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 23 APR 12) ... Kaylee LaRocque, Naval Air Station Jacksonville Public Affairs 

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. -- Representatives from Naval Air Station Jacksonville (NAS Jax) participated in the City of Jacksonville 
Mayor's Victim Assistance Advisory Council Kickoff Press Conference for National Victims' Rights Week April 23. 

 
5. #SAAM: NBK Hosts 'Take Back The Night' 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 23 APR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist Seaman Chris Brown, Navy Public Affairs Support Element 
West, Det. Northwest 

SILVERDALE, Wash. -- Residents of Naval Base Kitsap (NBK) Bangor attended the 'Take Back the Night' event at the Chapel 
April 20. 

 
6. #SAAM: George H.W. Bush Crew Receives Sexual Assault Awareness Training 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 20 APR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Joshua K. Horton, USS George H.W. Bush Public 
Affairs 

NORFOLK, Va. -- Leadership aboard USS George H.W. Bush (CVN 77) is emphasizing the importance of sexual assault 
prevention and response as part of an ongoing campaign intended to educate Sailors and boost awareness throughout the Navy. 

 
7. #SAAM: Makin Island Sailors, Marines Participate In Sexual Assault Awareness Month 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 23 APR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist Seaman Apprentice Ethan T. Tracey, USS Makin Island 
Public Affairs 

USS MAKIN ISLAND, At Sea -- Sailors and Marines deployed aboard the amphibious assault ship USS Makin Island (LHD 8) 
are promoting Sexual Assault Awareness Month (SAAM) in a variety of ways on the ship throughout the month of April. 

 
8. #SAAM: Naval Hospital Beaufort Tackles Sexual Assault Prevention And Awareness 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 23 APR 12) ... Regena Kowitz, Naval Hospital Beaufort Public Affairs 

BEAUFORT, S.C -- As part of ongoing efforts to prevent sexual assault, Naval Hospital Beaufort hosted "Sex Signals" April 19, 
an interactive improvisational play from Catharsis Productions that explores how stereotypes and misconceptions can lead to sexual 
assault. 
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CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
9. Thousands Of U.S. Sailors Arrive On USS Carl Vinson Ahead Of Anzac Day 
(PERTH SUNDAY TIMES (AUSTRALIA) 24 APR 12) ... Todd Cardy 

A visiting U.S. Navy admiral has declared America's relationship with Australia as "absolute key' in the continuing war on 
terrorism after his supercarrier arrived in Fremantle today. 

 
10. Michigan Visits Stirling During Western Pacific Deployment 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 23 APR 12) ... Lt. Lara Bollinger, Commander, Submarine Group 7 Public Affairs 

HMAS STIRLING, Australia -- The Ohio-class guided missile submarine USS Michigan (SSGN 727) arrived at HMAS Stirling 
April 22 for a visit as part of its deployment to the western Pacific. 

 
11. Naval Exchange Stirs Troubled Waters In South China Sea 
(VOICE OF AMERICA 23 APR 12) ... Marianne Brown 

Vietnam and the United States on Monday began their annual naval exchange near a former U.S. army base in Danang city amid 
mounting tensions over competing sovereignty claims in the South China Sea. 

 
12. USS Independence Acts As 'School Ship' For Future LCS Crews 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 23 APR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Trevor Welsh, Public Affairs Support Element, 
Norfolk 

USS INDEPENDENCE, At Sea -- Sailors assigned to littoral combat ship Pre-Commissioning Unit Coronado (LCS 4) are 
embarked aboard USS Independence (LCS 2) to learn about how the ship and crew operate at sea as the ship sails to its homeport of 
San Diego April 20. 

 
13. Navy Corpsmen Treat Afghan Police Wounded By Suicide Bomber 
(DIVIDS 23 APR 12) ... Cpl. Reece Lodder 

FORWARD OPERATING BASE DELHI, Afghanistan — The sounds from a controlled flurry of medical activity drifted through 
a narrow hallway packed with patients, stretchers and U.S. Navy corpsmen, funneling their calm conversations and unbreakable focus 
into the buzzing aid station. 

 
14. HSV Swift Conducts Port Call In Toulon, France 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 23 APR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist Seaman Apprentice Erik Luebke, Navy Public Affairs 
Support Element-East Detachment Europe 

TOULON, France -- High Speed Vessel Swift (HSV) 2 departed Toulon naval base after a three-day port visit to strengthen 
relations with the French navy, April 20. 

 
15. USS Russell Returns Home To Hawaii 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 24 APR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Mark Logico, Commander Navy Region Hawaii 
Public Affairs 

PEARL HARBOR, Hawaii -- Families and friends welcomed back the guided-missile destroyer USS Russell (DDG 59) at Joint 
Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam, April 23, following completion of a successful eight-month deployment to the western Pacific and 
Arabian Gulf. 

 

GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
16. North Korea Threatens South With Military Action 
(NEW YORK TIMES 24 APR 12) ... Choe Sang-Hun 

SEOUL, South Korea — North Korea on Monday accused South Korea’s government and news media of slandering its 
leadership and threatened “special actions” by the military, a sharp escalation of the bellicose statements that have accompanied the 
rise of Kim Jong-un, the North’s new and still unproven leader. 

 
17. Navy Urged To Arm Aegis Destroyers With Better Capability 
(DONG-A ILBO (S. KOREA) 24 APR 12) 

SEOUL - Voices are growing louder for the Navy to equip its Aegis destroyers with stronger combat capability to counter North 
Korea's missile threat in the wake of new provocations from Pyongyang. 

 
18. Manila's Philex Finds More Gas In South China Sea; May Fuel China Tension 
(REUTERS 24 APR 12) ... Erik dela Cruz and Manuel Mogato 

MANILA - A natural gas discovery in a disputed area in the South China Sea contains more reserves than initially thought, a 
Philippine exploration firm said on Tuesday, with the new findings likely to further intensify territorial tensions between Beijing and 
Manila. 
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19. U.S. Marines' Base Is A Mistake, Says Fraser 
(SYDNEY MORNING HERALD 24 APR 12) ... Daniel Flitton 

The former Liberal Prime Minister Malcolm Fraser says the new American marine "base" near Darwin is a mistake, and that 
Australia's groveling to Washington is hampering ties with Asia. 

 
20. Global Pirate Attacks Down In Q1, Nigeria Risk Grows 
(REUTERS 23 APR 12) ... Jonathan Saul 

LONDON - Vigorous action by navies including pre-emptive strikes helped cut global pirate attacks by almost a third in the first 
quarter of this year although Nigerian gangs escalated hijackings in West African waters, a maritime watchdog said. 

 
21. SA Navy Helps Catch Pirates 
RSA Navy Helps To Catch Somali Pirates; Rescues Sri Lankan Fishing Vessel 
(PRETORIA BEELD (S. AFRICA) 23 APR 12) ... Erika Gibson 

The navy has quietly helped to catch Somali pirates for a change during the past week. 
 

22. Somali Pirates Free Italian Chemical Tanker 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 23 APR 12) 

ROME — Somali pirates have released an Italian chemical tanker with 18 crew captured off the coast of Oman in December, the 
foreign ministry in Rome said on Monday. 

 
23. Sino-Pak Defence Cooperation: Pakistan Navy Inducts First Fast Attack Craft 
(KARACHI EXPRESS TRIBUNE (PAKISTAN) 24 APR 12) 

ISLAMABAD -- Pakistan Navy is fully prepared to counter any force challenging the country’s sovereignty or threatening the 
security of its territorial waters, said the naval chief on Monday. 

 
24. HMS Astute: Royal Navy's World-Beating £1.2bn Nuclear Submarine 
HMS Astute, the Royal Navy nuclear submarine is powered with a nuclear reactor the size of a dustbin. 
(LONDON TELEGRAPH (UK) 23 APR 12) 

It is 97m long, the equivalent of 10 London buses, and weighs 7,400 tonnes compared with the 5,000 tonnes managed by its 
predecessor, the Trafalgar class. 

 
25. Brazil Wants U.S. Military Technology Transfer Restrictions Lifted 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 23 APR 12) 

BRASILIA, Brazil — Brazil’s defense minister says he will press for the lifting of U.S. restrictions to military technology transfer 
in his upcoming talks with his American counterpart Leon Panetta. 

 

PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
26. Troops Back From Deployment More At Risk Of Car Accidents 
(LOS ANGELES TIMES 24 APR 12) ... Jerry Hirsch 

Members of the U.S. military -- especially enlisted troops in the Army and Marines -- were significantly more likely to cause auto 
accidents within six months of returning from deployment, according to a study by USAA Property and & Casualty Insurance Group, 
a major insurer for military families. 

 
27. New Equal Opportunity Database Helps Better Track Complaints 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 23 APR 12) ... Ensign Amber Lynn Daniel, Diversity and Inclusion Public Affairs 

WASHINGTON -- As announced by NAVADMIN 137/12, the Navy Equal Opportunity (EO) Office has worked with Defense 
Equal Opportunity Management Institute (DEOMI) to release the first centralized database within the Navy to track military Equal 
Opportunity formal and informal complaints, including sexual harassment and discrimination complaints. 

 
28. Sterett Sailors Stay Connected To Family, Friends With United Through Reading 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 23 APR 12) ... Ensign Steven Mulherin, USS Sterett Public Affairs 

USS STERETT, At Sea -- Sailors assigned to guided-missile destroyer USS Sterett (DDG 104) stayed connected with friends and 
families back home by participating in the United Through Reading (UTR) program, April 20. 
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29. Report Finds Hundreds More Veterans Discharged Illegally 
'Personality disorder' diagnosis means loss of government benefits 
(NEW LONDON DAY 23 APR 12) ... Lisa Chedekel, Conn. Health I-Team Writer 

The Department of Defense has illegally discharged hundreds of veterans since 2008 for alleged personality disorder, skirting 
requirements intended to reduce such diagnoses and depriving veterans of benefits, according to an analysis of data by the Vietnam 
Veterans of America (VVA). 

 
30. City Settles With Navy Reservist, Firefighter 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 23 APR 12) 

BOSTON — A Massachusetts firefighter who claimed city officials bypassed him for promotion because he missed work for 
military duty will be getting a bump in rank. 

 
31. Naval History And Heritage Command Director Resigns 
(NAVY TIMES 23 APR 12) ... Sam Fellman 

The director of the Navy’s historical command resigned Monday, the Navy’s top spokesman Rear Adm. Denny Moynihan said, in 
the wake of an inspector general report that found his command struggling with decaying records and fraying ties to historians. 

 

FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
32. Navy Defends LCS Amid New Reports of Failures 
(MILITARY.COM 23 APR 12) ... Philip Ewing 

The Navy defended a controversial new warship on Monday amid reports of leaks and equipment failures, saying the problems 
had been corrected and did not represent long-term issues. A government watchdog group, however, warned that the ship could be 
unsafe. 

 
33. Navy Demonstrates Common Control System On Three Different Types Of Hardware 
(DEFENSE DAILY 24 APR 12) ... Pat Host 

NATIONAL HARBOR, Md. --The Navy demonstrated Common Control System (CCS) software on three different types of 
hardware, according to a service spokeswoman. 

 
34. Navy Eyeing Mid-July Deadline For NGEN Bids 
(DEFENSE DAILY 24 APR 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

The Navy is targeting a mid-July deadline for industry to submit proposals in the competition for the successor to the Navy 
Marine Corps Intranet (NMCI) known as the Next Generation Enterprise Network (NGEN), according to a document. 

 
35. Missile Agency Buys, Makes Unready Technology 
(WASHINGTON TIMES 23 APR 12) ... Shaun Waterman 

The Missile Defense Agency (MDA) is producing and buying technology before it is fully ready, crippling its efforts to develop a 
system that can intercept ballistic warheads from Iran or other rogue states, according to federal auditors. 

 
36. Striking Lockheed Martin Workers Picket In Texas 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 23 APR 12) 

FORT WORTH, Texas — Unhappy with proposed changes to health care benefits and pension plans, dozens of Lockheed Martin 
workers started picketing Monday at a North Texas plant where F-35 stealth fighter jets are made, as well as outside flight test centers 
in two other states. 

 

BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
37. Ships Get A Public Send-Off As Navy Week NOLA Ends 
(NEW ORLEANS TIMES-PICAYUNE 23 APR 12) ... Paul Purpura 

As the British frigate HMS Montrose pulled into view around the Mississippi River bend at Algiers Point on Monday, Jan Perera 
excitedly grabbed her decorative American flag and alerted her sister. “Here it comes, here it comes,” Perera yelled to Gail Burgess 
atop the levee as St. Louis Cathedral’s bells reverberated over the water. “Hauling it, too, boy.” 

 
38. New Orleans Bids Farewell To Navy Week Ships 
(WWL CBS NEW ORLEANS 23 APR 12) 

As bells tolled in St. Louis Cathedral and other churches along the Mississippi River, a flotilla of United States and international 
ships left New Orleans Apr. 23, at the end of the first Navy Week commemorating the bicentennial of the War of 1812. 
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39. USS Constitution Sailors Help Renovate School Destroyed By Hurricane Katrina 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 23 APR 12) ... Seaman Michael Achterling, USS Constitution Public Affairs 

GRETNA, La. -- Sailors assigned to USS Constitution participated in a community service project to help renovate property at 
Reed Elementary School in New Orleans, April 20. 

 
40. USS Wasp CS Finishes First In Navy Week New Orleans Seafood Cook-Off 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 22 APR 12) ... USS Wasp Public Affairs 

NEW ORLEANS -- A Sailor from multipurpose amphibious assault ship USS Wasp (LHD 1), competed against culinary 
specialists from various U.S. and foreign Navy commands, in the "LA Seafood Cook-Off" at the Woldenberg Riverfront Park during 
Navy Week New Orleans April 20. 

 
41. Full Lineup Announced For Great Tennessee Air Show 
(MURFREESBORO (TN) DAILY NEWS JOURNAL 23 APR 12) 

SMYRNA — The United States Navy Blue Angels precision flight demonstration team will soar into Middle Tennessee for the 
2012 Great Tennessee Air Show on Saturday, May 12 and Sunday, May 13. 

 
42. Staten Island's Fleet Week To Run From May 23-30 
(STATEN ISLAND ADVANCE 23 APR 12) ... Michael Sedon 

STATEN ISLAND, N.Y. -- The tall ships are coming! 
 

43. Naval Commander To Speak May 4 At ODU 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 23 APR 12) ... Mike Connors 

NORFOLK -- A naval commander with experience as a fighter pilot will be the guest speaker at a ceremony next month for the 
Old Dominion University Army ROTC unit and Naval ROTC Hampton Roads unit. 

 
44. NHB OR Staff Recognized For 'Earth Day Every Day' Efforts 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 23 APR 12) ... Douglas H. Stutz, Naval Hospital Bremerton Public Affairs 

BREMERTON, Wash. -- Naval Hospital Bremerton's Sustainability Team recognized Main Operating Room staff members on 
Earth Day, April 20, for ensuring sustainable practices were continually performed throughout the first quarter of 2012. 

 
45. NSW Members Volunteer At Community Book Fair 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 23 APR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Megan Anuci, Naval Special Warfare Public 
Affairs 

CORONADO, Calif. -- Sailors, family members and civilian employees from several Naval Special Warfare (NSW) commands 
volunteered to help set up for the Coronado Book Fair April 20. 

 
46. Sailors Lend A Hand In Praia 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 23 APR 12) ... Lt. Justin K. Hadley, Commander, U.S. Naval Forces Europe-Commander, U.S. Naval Forces 
Africa/Commander, U.S. 6th Fleet Public Affairs 

PRAIA, Cape Verde -- Sixteen Sailors from USS Simpson (FFG 56), six Cape Verdean Coast Guardsmen and school staff 
painted classrooms at the Escola Lavadouro School in Praia, Cape Verde, April 20. 

 
47. Misawa CPO 365 Helps Conduct Beach Cleanup 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 23 APR 12) ... Senior Chief Mass Communication Specialist Daniel Sanford, Naval Air Facility Misawa 
Public Affairs 

MISAWA, Japan -- Members of the Navy Misawa CPO 365 Program spent the morning cleaning up the local Misawa Fish Port, 
April 21. 

 

NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
48. VA Will Not Be Subject To Sequestration Budget Cuts 
(STARS AND STRIPES 23 APR 12) ... Leo Shane III 

WASHINGTON — Administration officials ruled Monday that the Department of Veterans Affairs will be exempt from massive 
federal budget cuts scheduled to go into effect early next year. 

 
49. VA Should Care For Lejeune Vets, Lawmakers Say 
(NAVY TIMES 23 APR 12) ... Rick Maze 

Key lawmakers are appealing directly to President Obama to get the Veterans Affairs Department to provide free health care to 
veterans who were exposed to contaminated drinking water at Camp Lejeune during a 30-year span that ended in 1987. 
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50. Pentagon Suspends Security Clearances In Scandal 
(NEW YORK TIMES 24 APR 12) ... Elisabeth Bumiller 

BOGOTÁ, Colombia — The Defense Department has suspended the security clearances of some of the 11 members of the 
military who are under investigation in a widening prostitution scandal in Colombia, Defense Secretary Leon E. Panetta said Monday. 

 
51. Scientists Encounter Familiar Problems As They Turn Focus To Asia-Pacific 
(NATIONAL DEFENSE 23 APR 12) ... Eric Beidel 

CHARLESTON, S.C. — The Defense Department is attempting to align its research priorities with a new strategy that focuses on 
the Asia-Pacific region. 

 

OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
52. Score One For Victims 
(NAVY TIMES 30 APR 12) ... Editorial 

The services have been allowed to go their separate ways in dealing with sexual assaults for far too long. 
 

53. It's Time For America To Pull Its Fifth Fleet Out Of Bahrain 
(FINANCIAL TIMES (UK) 24 APR 12) ... Emile Nakleh 

The U.S. Sunni strategy in the Gulf enables Bahrain’s ruling al-Khalifa dynasty’s continued repression of its citizens; pits the U.S. 
against pro-democracy forces in the region; and aligns Washington with Riyadh’s counter-revolution sectarian policies. The strategy is 
shortsighted, undermines U.S. standing in the region and is destined to fail. 

 

BBLLOOGGSS::  
54. EXCERPTS FROM BLOGS AROUND THE WORLD 
(PUBLISHED 20 APR – 26 APR 12) 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. U.S. Plans For Larger Presence In Pacific 
(NAVY TIMES 21 APR 12) ... Gidget Fuentes 

The failed mid-April launch of a long-range North Korean 
rocket, billed as a satellite launch but widely seen as the test of 
a ballistic missile, was the latest reminder of how the Pacific 
region remains one of the world’s most volatile. 

It’s also a key focus of the Obama administration’s new 
national defense strategy. 

The military’s top officer in the Pacific, Adm. Samuel 
Locklear, describes the new focus as “back to the Pacific,” 
alluding to long-standing U.S. military presence and 
partnerships with Pacific Rim nations dating back before 
World War II. 

In practice, it means more Navy ships in the region, along 
with more Marines and soldiers, Locklear told an audience of 
service members April 12 at Yokota Air Base, Japan. “What 
you should expect from the future is an enduring presence in 
this part of the world that is properly shaped for the coming 
century,” said Locklear, a former Pacific Fleet commander 
who in March took the helm of Hawaii-based U.S. Pacific 
Command. 

Among his top missions is “making this theater a priority 
for the long run,” he said. “We have a joint force that, for the 
Pacific, has been misshapen. So we have to reshape it for the 
contingencies that we have here.” 

That won’t mean new U.S. bases in the region, but rather 
bilateral agreements for joint access or shared use, Locklear 
said. “We’ve got to be optimally deployed in places where we 
can get to ... We just can’t be in one place to do what we’ve 
got to do.” 

The Navy’s plan is to have a 60/40 split between fleet 
concentrations in the Pacific and Atlantic to position more 
firepower and presence in the Asia-Pacific region. “Our fleet 
is right now 55 percent in the Pacific, 45 in the Atlantic. 
That’s going to change some,” Navy Secretary Ray Mabus 
told Navy Times in a recent interview. 

The Navy already has put more ships and submarines in 
Hawaii and Guam and the first littoral combat ships in San 
Diego, ahead of plans to permanently deploy more of the new 
ships to Singapore. Mabus recently returned from a trip to the 
region, the latest in a series of visits designed to find new 
ways to insert U.S. ships and troops into places such as 
Australia and the Philippines. 

Aside from North Korea, the increased U.S. presence is 
designed to counter China’s growing military and its more 
assertive posture toward its neighbors. Nowhere is that more 
evident than in the South China Sea, where there have been 
several flare-ups with Beijing over disputed territory, most 
recently with the Philippines, but also with Vietnam and other 
nations. Recent double-digit hikes in China’s defense 
spending and its development of an aircraft carrier also have 
fueled speculation about its intent. 

Michael Mazza, a defense analyst with the American 
Enterprise Institute in Washington, said China’s expansion in 
developing anti-access, area-denial weapons is worrisome. 
“The Navy has operated unimpeded in the Pacific and Indian 
oceans for years. China is now developing a host of naval 
capabilities ... to make our maritime and our forces’ ability to 
operate very, very difficult,” he said. 

The U.S. and its allies heavily depend on safe, unimpeded 
passage through the commercial sea lanes that crisscross the 
region. Forward-deployed forces, which include 7th Fleet and 
the aircraft carrier George Washington, are “a stabilizing force 
for the moment,” said Sheila A. Smith, senior fellow for Japan 
studies with the Council on Foreign Relations in Washington. 
“Those [sea lanes] are vital for the economic health of every 
Asian economy, including the Chinese.” 

Keeping U.S. forces as a fleeting and flexible, rather than 
permanent, presence will be critical, Mazza said. He cautioned 
against “putting ourselves in a potentially risky situation” if 
words aren’t followed up with actions, including “boots on the 
ground” when needed. 

One sticking point in the new U.S. presence is the 
contentious issue of bases in Japan, including the replacement 
of Marine Corps Air Station Futenma on Okinawa. Despite 
more than 16 years of discussions and negotiations, the two 
countries haven’t resolved the issue, and the Pentagon faces 
opposition to its plans from Congress as well. 

“It’s produced a significant amount of tension in the 
alliance,” Smith said. “The politics of hosting foreign bases 
continue to affect the domestic debate” in most countries in 
the region, she noted. “Our military forces are going to have to 
be more aware of that sensitivity.” 

Still Far From ‘The Brink’ 
The new presence also requires naval officers to become 

more adept at what Secretary of State Hillary Clinton called 
“the three Ds of foreign policy” — defense, diplomacy and 
development — in a speech to Naval Academy midshipmen 
April 10. “So we need officers who can fight wars, negotiate 
agreements and provide emergency relief, all at once. Call it 
the smart-power Navy,” she said. 

Clinton meanwhile rejected the notion that the U.S. is 
facing a standoff with the Chinese. 

“Today’s China is not the Soviet Union. We are not on 
the brink of a new Cold War in Asia,” she told midshipmen. 

“Just look at the ever-expanding trade between our 
economies, the connections between our peoples, the ongoing 
consultations between our governments. In less than 35 years, 
we’ve gone from being two nations with hardly any ties to 
speak of to being thoroughly, inescapably interdependent. 
That requires adjustments in thinking and approaches on both 
sides.” 

Return to Index 
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2. Navy Helps Recruits Get Shipshape 
Remedial program targets those who fail boot camp fitness tests 
(CHICAGO TRIBUNE 24 APR 12) ... John Keilman 

Mason Hawks came to Naval Station Great Lakes in 
January for eight weeks of basic training. Thirteen weeks later, 
long after the rest of his division had graduated, he was still 
there, unable to get over a hurdle that stymies hundreds of 
recruits each year: He couldn't run 11/2 miles fast enough. 

The former electronics installer from Carthage, N.C., had 
failed 11 times to finish under 13 minutes, 30 seconds, and he 
knew that sooner or later, the Navy's patience would end. It 
costs $180 a day to house and feed a recruit at Great Lakes, 
and if Hawks couldn't pass the fitness test, there was no reason 
to keep him around. 

His 12th attempt came April 16. Hawks, a lean and pale 
20-year-old with chunky black eyeglasses, started strong, 
bounding confidently around the padded indoor track. But 
little by little, the pain etched itself on his face, and with two 
laps remaining, his mouth twisted into a grimace. He put his 
hands on his head and slowed to a walk. 

"No!" shouted a chorus of trainers running alongside him. 
"Sprint! Sprint as fast as you can!" 

Hawks gulped a few deep breaths. Then, as the seconds 
ticked away mercilessly on a digital clock, he forced his legs 
back into a jog. 

So it goes inside Fitness Improvement Training, or FIT, a 
Navy program designed to whip severely out-of-shape young 
men and women into condition. Recruits who have spent years 
— or lifetimes — adhered to the couch come here when even 
the rigors of boot camp fail to bring them up to the service's 
minimum standard of strength and cardiovascular fitness. 

The training, which Great Lakes officials say has a more 
than 90 percent success rate, mixes old-school military 
discipline with new-age nurturing. It aims not only to push 
recruits out of boot camp but to help them conquer poor eating 
and exercise habits that could hurt their careers. 

"We're a military organization, and we have warriors," 
Navy Secretary Ray Mabus, who recently announced more 
exacting physical standards for the service's personnel, told 
the Tribune. "You may have a desk job and a shore billet 
today, but the way your career in the Navy works, you're 
going back to sea on a very routine basis. If you lose that 
culture of fitness, you might never get it back, and it's going to 
be much harder when you go back to sea." 

Simply to make it to Great Lakes, a male recruit generally 
can have no more than 22 percent body fat, while a female 
cannot exceed 33 percent. That rules out a substantial portion 
of young Americans: The average 19-year-old male has 23 
percent body fat, according to the National Center for Health 
Statistics, while the average female is at 35 percent. 

But many who get through the initial screening are still in 
poor condition. Senior Chief Nathan Cann, the man in charge 
of the Great Lakes program, said up to 70 percent of the 
roughly 37,000 recruits who come to the base each year fail 
their first fitness test, mostly because of the run (push-ups and 
abdominal curl-ups pose much less of a problem, he said). 

The exertion of boot camp is enough to get most recruits 
into shape, but about 5 percent end up needing extra help. 
Josue Delgado is a typical example. 

Delgado, 19, grew up near Fort Lauderdale, Fla., and said 
he had been a dedicated soccer player as a child. Then he hit 
high school and gained 20 pounds of fat. 

"Video games," he said sheepishly. 
Though he shed 17 pounds during boot camp, he was still 

a minute away from hitting his run time of 12 minutes, 30 
seconds (times vary depending on age and sex). So while the 
friends with whom he entered the service left Great Lakes to 
start their Navy careers, he was placed into FIT. 

The program is an extension of what the recruits have 
already done: plenty of cardio and strength work, with running 
every other day. The main difference is that they get a lot 
more personal attention. 

Recruit division commanders — informally known as 
"motivators" — are a near-constant presence in the barracks. 
They lead recruits through sets of curl-ups and arm circles and 
encourage them to stay away from soft drinks and fried food. 

The motivators also act as amateur psychologists, 
plumbing the recruits' psyches for anything that might act as a 
catalyst. Maybe a few kind words will provide the spark a 
young person needs. Perhaps a speech from Mom or Dad, 
delivered over the telephone, will do the trick. 

For Brittany Lavan, the motivators learned, the key was 
the 2-year-old son she had back home in Vineland, N.J. 
Completing the run would let her see him again — the rest of 
her division graduated March 16, she said — while adopting 
healthier eating and exercise habits would make her a better 
role model. 

"I want to do things better," Lavan, 22, said after a 
grueling hour of calisthenics. "I want to make sure he's in 
extracurricular activities and sports, make sure he's not sitting 
in front of the TV all day — everything I wish had been done 
for me." 

When the recruits arrive at the track, though, a more 
traditional style of military inspiration takes over. 

"You need to pick it up!" the motivators barked one 
recent morning, jogging with 30 weary recruits. "I know 
you're not running that slow. Stay with me. Let's go, let's go, 
let's go!" 

Feet dragged. Tears trickled. One recruit crumpled 20 feet 
from the finish line, gasping as the final seconds ticked away. 
Others just stopped, raising their right hands to signal injury or 
defeat. 

"Just about everything we deal with, it's a mental thing," 
said Senior Chief Antonio Mullins. "They look at the time and 
start to panic." 

Hawks' continuing failure, Mullins said, was an apt 
illustration. The aspiring cybersecurity specialist had been a 
speedy wide receiver in high school but said he fell out of 
shape when he graduated two years ago because of the 
demands of community college and a full-time job. 

After being sent to FIT, he changed his diet and worked 
out constantly. Yet time after time, he seemed incapable of 
gutting out the last few laps of the run, missing the cutoff by 
just a few seconds. 

When he stopped running April 16, Hawks appeared to be 
headed toward a similar result. But the motivators who 



 9

encircled him doubled their shouts, and he responded, 
breaking back into a trot that soon became a sprint. 

"Everything!" Mullins bellowed as Hawks turned the final 
corner. "Everything!" 

He crossed the line, and the timing chip on his ankle 
captured the official result: 13 minutes, 12 seconds. He had 
passed. 

Success, though, meant that fitness was now his personal 
battle. There wouldn't be any more motivators pushing him to 

do the right thing, and backsliding could be disastrous: Navy 
personnel who fail two fitness tests in two years generally lose 
the opportunity for promotion, and three failures get them 
kicked out. 

But Hawks vowed that he had learned from his time in 
FIT and that he would never again run so slowly. And then, 
for the first time that morning, he smiled. 

"I'm stoked right now," he said. "I'm just a little tired." 
View Clip (RT: 2:39) 
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3. President Praises Leaders For New Sexual Assault Policies 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 23 APR 12) ... John Valceanu 

WASHINGTON – President Barack Obama released a 
statement today praising the Defense Department’s senior 
leaders for issuing new policies designed to combat sexual 
assault in the military. 

“I applaud the initiatives that Secretary of Defense Leon 
E. Panetta and [Army] Gen. Martin Dempsey, the chairman of 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff, have announced to further combat 
sexual assault in the military,” Obama said in the statement. 

Under new policy guidance issued by Panetta on April 20, 
unit commanders at the company or squadron level no longer 
have authority to decide whether to take further action in 
reported cases of attempted rape, forcible sodomy or sexual 
assault. 

Defense officials said the new policy will allow more 
experienced and less partial officers to make the initial 
decision on whether a sexual assault case goes to trial, and it 
will add consistency to how such cases are handled. 

“Elevating these cases to a higher level of command 
review is a very important step,” Obama said. 

The president said he believes sexual assault has no place 
and in the military, and service members “deserve an 
environment that is free from the threat of sexual assault, and 
in which allegations of sexual assault are thoroughly 
investigated, offenders are held appropriately accountable, and 
victims are given the care and support they need.” 

Obama expressed his appreciation for the senior leaders’ 
attention to the issue. 

“I thank Secretary Panetta and Chairman Dempsey and 
look forward to seeing continued progress on this important 
issue,” the president said. 

Officials Explain New Sexual Assault Policies 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 23 APR 12) 

Karen Parrish 
WASHINGTON – Senior Defense Department officials 

today said they hope more service members who are victims 
of sexual assault report the crimes as a result of a policy 
change Defense Secretary Leon E. Panetta announced last 
week. 

Panetta issued guidance April 20 withholding “initial 
disposition authority” from any officer who is below the O-6 -
- colonel or Navy captain -- level and who does not hold 
special court-martial convening authority. In other words, unit 
commanders at the company or squadron level no longer have 
authority to decide whether to take further action in reported 
cases of attempted rape, forcible sodomy or sexual assault. 

In announcing the new policy, the secretary said the 
change will ensure that sexual assault cases receive high-level 
attention. 

A senior defense official told reporters today during a 
background briefing that the new policy will allow more 
experienced and less partial officers to make the initial 
decision on whether a sexual assault case goes to trial. That 
will add consistency to how such cases are handled, the 
official added. 

“The further ‘north’ you go [in rank] the more attention 
there is paid to this,” the official said. “They get a level of 
training that somebody at the O-3 level wouldn’t necessarily 
get.” 

The defense official cited a hypothetical case in which an 
alleged attacker and victim belong to the same company-level 
unit of about 115 enlisted people and five officers working for 
the same Army captain or Navy lieutenant commander. 

In the past, the official said, a victim in that unit might 
choose not to report an assault because the commander liked 
the alleged attacker more, or because the victim’s performance 
in the unit might cause the commander to disbelieve the 
victim’s report. Now, that unit commander must forward such 
reports up the chain of command to a colonel-level special 
court-martial convening authority. 

A Joint Staff official told reporters, also on background, 
that the new policy is intended in part to remove decisions 
from the “immediate level of the crime.” 

More senior officers will have “a more neutral ability to 
take a look at the facts … and make a reasoned decision,” the 
Joint Staff official said. 

The change also means that officers making future 
disposition decisions typically will have legal and medical 
staff members who can assist in determining proper handling 
of the case, the defense official said. The new policy also 
applies to any associated charges related to an alleged assault, 
the official added. 

“Any suggestion or appearance of retaliation would have 
to be resolved at the same [higher] level,” the official said. 

The official noted there are several precedents for the 
withholding policy. A similar approach -- placing authority for 
case disposition under the Uniform Code of Military Justice 
with more senior officers -- typically applies in cases of 
officer misconduct, cases with national security interest or in 
alleged misconduct by civilians accompanying the force, the 
official said. 

The official said Panetta has directed that other new 
policies also take effect: 

 Establishing “Special Victim’s Unit” capabilities 
within each of the services, to ensure that specially 
trained investigators, prosecutors and victim-witness 
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assistance personnel are available to assist with 
sexual assault cases; 

 Requiring that sexual assault policies be explained to 
all service members within 14 days of their entrance 
on active duty; 

 Allowing reserve and National Guard members who 
have been sexually assaulted while on active duty to 
remain in their active-duty status to obtain the 
treatment and support afforded to active-duty 
members; 

 Requiring a record of the outcome of disciplinary and 
administrative proceedings related to sexual assault, 

and requiring that copies of those records be centrally 
retained; 

 Requiring annual organizational climate assessments; 
and 

 Mandating wider public dissemination of DOD 
resources, including the DOD Safe Helpline, a free, 
anonymous and confidential resource that can be 
reached worldwide, 24 hours a day, to connect 
victims with live sexual assault support professionals. 
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4. #SAAM: Naval Air Station Jax Teams With City Of Jacksonville For Victim's Rights 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 23 APR 12) ... Kaylee LaRocque, Naval Air Station Jacksonville Public Affairs 

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. -- Representatives from Naval Air 
Station Jacksonville (NAS Jax) participated in the City of 
Jacksonville Mayor's Victim Assistance Advisory Council 
Kickoff Press Conference for National Victims' Rights Week 
April 23. 

The event held at Jacksonville's City Hall, began as Ann 
Dugger, executive director of the Justice Coalition, welcomed 
guests. 

"We are here to kick off the 28th commemoration of 
National Crime Victims' Rights Week. This year's theme is 
'Extending the Vision of Each and Every Victim.' We are 
continuing our efforts to shed light on crime victims. No one 
asks to be victimized by violence but when a crime occurs, 
victim's need to be aware that they have rights," said Dugger. 
"The history of the victims' rights movement is a story of 
victims, victim's advocates and countless other individuals 
who work together to bring hope to those victims, their 
families and communities harmed by crime. Today we are 
rededicating ourselves to making victims' rights, protection 
and services a reality." 

Jacksonville Mayor Alvin Brown also addressed the 
importance of supporting victims of crimes. "There are a 
number of people to thank and acknowledge today from the 
law enforcement personnel in our community on the front line 
to elected officials who work policy to protect us," said 
Brown. "But this is also about the victims who we should be 
focused on. We're not here to honor you or put you on a 
pedestal, we're here to support you because you are people, 
fellow human beings negotiating a nightmare. Even when an 
arrest was made and the headlines say 'guilty,' we know your 
journey will continue. We know that crime hurts and threatens 
but together we remain strong." 

NAS Jax Commanding Officer Capt. Bob Sanders was 
also in attendance to stress how the Navy supports crime 
victims and educates military personnel on sexual assault 
prevention. 

"Throughout the month of April, the Navy is making an 
all-out effort towards promoting sexual assault awareness. The 
number of sexual assaults in the Navy is unacceptable. As part 
of this campaign, we are also addressing victims' rights," said 
Sanders. "The Navy Victim and Witness Assistance Program 
is designed to ensure victims and witnesses of crime are 
treated with fairness and dignity and afforded their rights 
throughout the criminal justice process. 

"At NAS Jax, victims always have support from their 
chain of command, legal system and Fleet and Family Support 
Center. Our counselors are fully trained to assist victims and 
witnesses and ensure they receive comprehensive care and 
counseling and are treated with dignity and the utmost 
respect," continued Sanders. "The Navy has a zero tolerance 
policy on sexual assault and sexual harassment." 

City of Jacksonville's Victims Rights Week Chairperson 
and NAS Jax Fleet and Family Support Center Domestic 
Abuse Victim Advocate Latresa Henderson echoed Sanders' 
remarks. 

"At the NAS Jax FFSC, we have sexual assault response 
coordinators who are responsible for training advocates in 
every command on the installation. They provide support to 
victims of sexual assault. We also have numerous partnerships 
with Naval Hospital Jacksonville and outside agencies. We are 
here to help victims with any services they might need," said 
Henderson. 

Sexual Assault Prevention and Response is an important 
element of the readiness area of the 21st Century Sailor and 
Marine initiative which consolidates a set of objectives and 
policies, new and existing, to maximize Sailor and Marine 
personal readiness, build resiliency and hone the most combat-
effective force in the history of the Navy and Marine Corps. 
The Department of the Navy is working to aggressively to 
prevent sexual assaults, to support sexual assault victims, and 
to hold offenders accountable. 

Help raise awareness by joining the conversation on 
social media using #SAAM. 

Return to Index 
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5. #SAAM: NBK Hosts 'Take Back The Night' 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 23 APR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist Seaman Chris Brown, Navy Public Affairs Support Element 
West, Det. Northwest 

SILVERDALE, Wash. -- Residents of Naval Base Kitsap 
(NBK) Bangor attended the 'Take Back the Night' event at the 
Chapel April 20. 

The goal of the event was to raise awareness of sexual 
assault and unify the community by educating and inspiring 
the military and civilians aboard NBK to speak out against 
sexual violence. 

'Take Back the Night' was started in the 70s and 
encouraged people to beat sexual violence by speaking out and 
speaking up against the violence through music and real life 
testimony. 

"After a sexual assault you lose your sense of emotion," 
said Master-at-Arms 2nd Class (SW) Clarence Judd, attached 
to Marine Corps Security Forces Battalion, Bangor. "The best 
way to get that back is through something everyone can relate 
to, music." 

"I did this because it's something that the entire base can 
relate to," said Judd. "I definitely think it's a stepping stone for 
the Navy to try something different. Everyone is having fun, 
and it's a great way to learn instead of the usual power point 
presentations." 

The event featured local musicians who were eager to 
support the cause. 

"It means a lot to me to perform at an event like this 
because almost everyone knows someone who has been 
affected by sexual assault," said Scarlet Parke, local musician. 

In between songs Victim Advocates took the stage and 
read testimony from sexually assaulted members of the 
military. 

"It's real emotional to hear these stories," said Master-at-
Arms Seaman Keith Billingslea, attached to Marine Corps 
Security Forces Battalion, Bangor. "This is definitely an eye 
opening experience to know that it could happen to anyone, 
even me." 

Sexual Assault Prevention and Response is an important 
element of the readiness area of the 21st Century Sailor and 
Marine initiative which consolidates a set of objectives and 
policies, new and existing, to maximize Sailor and Marine 
personal readiness, build resiliency and hone the most combat-
effective force in the history of the Navy and Marine Corps. 
The Department of the Navy is working to aggressively to 
prevent sexual assaults, to support sexual assault victims, and 
to hold offenders accountable. 

Help raise awareness by joining the conversation on 
social media using #SAAM. 
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6. #SAAM: George H.W. Bush Crew Receives Sexual Assault Awareness Training 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 20 APR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Joshua K. Horton, USS George H.W. Bush Public 
Affairs 

NORFOLK, Va. -- Leadership aboard USS George H.W. 
Bush (CVN 77) is emphasizing the importance of sexual 
assault prevention and response as part of an ongoing 
campaign intended to educate Sailors and boost awareness 
throughout the Navy. 

The Department of Defense (DoD) Sexual Assault 
Prevention and Response (SAPR) theme is "Hurts one, Affects 
all." It conveys the message that sexual assault has far-
reaching effects on the victim of an assault and the Navy's 
mission-readiness. 

"If within our command we have a shipmate who is a 
victim, it will also affect the command's morale," said Ship's 
Serviceman 1st Class (SW/AW) Laura Clarke, a SAPR victim 
advocate. "It will result in institutional costs and the possible 
loss of the Sailor who committed the assault. Many times, the 
victims end up leaving the Navy, therefore affecting our 
overall mission readiness." 

In an address to the crew via the ship's internal television 
system, George H.W. Bush Commanding Officer, Capt. Brian 
Luther, said the statistics dealing with sexual assault are 
alarming. 

"Statistically, one in every six women has experienced a 
sexual assault," Luther said. "And the type of emotional stress 
that a situation like this creates for our Sailors is not 
acceptable and will not be tolerated. It is never ok." 

In order to do their part to raise awareness about and 
aggressively prevent sexual assaults, George H.W. Bush 
personnel are instituting various forms of sexual assault 
training throughout the month of April. The ship has been 

running a two-hour training video daily on the ship's internal 
television system and has printed several informational 
posters, all designed to create an environment in which sexual 
assault is not tolerated. Additionally, George H.W. Bush is 
conducting an organized two-hour, ship-wide stand-down 
April 20, in which Sailors will interact and discuss the subject 
of sexual assault with leadership within their respective 
departments. 

"The goal is to get everyone involved," Clarke said. "All 
of these events are designed to promote awareness and clear 
up the misconceptions associated with sexual assault. The 
more Sailors we reach, the closer we are to achieving that 
goal." 

A key message for Sailors who have experienced sexual 
assault, Clarke said, is to know that they are not alone and that 
their local SAPR representative is always available to help. 
Accordingly, SAPR will help raise awareness among Sailors 
about the options available to them should they find 
themselves a victim of sexual assault. 

"No matter how a Sailor wants the situation to be handled, 
restricted or unrestricted, they can always contact one of the 
command's victim advocates," said Chief Information Systems 
Technician (SW/EXW) Karen Cannon, George H.W. Bush 
SAPR representative. "Remember, our ultimate goal is to 
create a culture based on professionalism, respect, and trust, 
where sexual assault is eliminated and never tolerated." 

To further spread the message, Chief of Naval Operations 
Adm. Jonathan Greenert conducted an all-hands call aboard 
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the ship April 13, emphasizing that preventing sexual assault 
is an all-hands evolution which should not be taken lightly. 

"You've got to live by your ethos and respect your 
shipmates," Greenert said. "Don't become a bystander. If you 
see something, intervene." 

By working together, Sailors Navy-wide can prevent and 
respond to incidents involving sexual misconduct and deter 
them from happening again. 

"We will not tolerate sexual assault," Cannon said. 
"Sexual assault is my problem, your problem and our problem. 
We challenge all Sailors to be vigilant in addressing their 
range of behaviors leading to sexual assault." 

Sexual Assault Prevention and Response is an important 
element of the readiness area of the 21st Century Sailor and 
Marine initiative which consolidates a set of objectives and 
policies, new and existing, to maximize Sailor and Marine 
personal readiness, build resiliency and hone the most combat-
effective force in the history of the Navy and Marine Corps. 
The Department of the Navy is working to aggressively to 
prevent sexual assaults, to support sexual assault victims, and 
to hold offenders accountable. 

Help raise awareness by joining the conversation on 
social media using #SAAM. 
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7. #SAAM: Makin Island Sailors, Marines Participate In Sexual Assault Awareness Month 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 23 APR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist Seaman Apprentice Ethan T. Tracey, USS Makin Island 
Public Affairs 

USS MAKIN ISLAND, At Sea -- Sailors and Marines 
deployed aboard the amphibious assault ship USS Makin 
Island (LHD 8) are promoting Sexual Assault Awareness 
Month (SAAM) in a variety of ways on the ship throughout 
the month of April. 

In addition to prevention-based training for the crew and 
posters placed throughout the ship highlighting this year's 
theme of "Hurts One: Affect All," a unique display was 
constructed near the ship's mess decks to draw attention to 
SAAM. 

The display, known as the "Clothesline Project," featured 
cutouts shaped like small T-shirts in various colors hanging on 
a clothesline. Each different color of T-shirt represented a 
specific type of violent act. 

Black shirts represent victims of gang rape; yellow, 
brown and beige shirts were for assault or battery; pink, red 
and orange shirts represent rape or sexual assault; white shirts 
represent victims of murder; purple and lavender were for 
victims of homophobic violence; and green and blue shirts 
represent incest and crimes against children. 

Many participants decorated their T-shirt with words of 
encouragement or by writing the name of a friend or family 
member who has been a victim of sexual violence. 

"We had a much better response to this project than I was 
expecting," said Yeoman 1st Class Kristina Godinez, Makin 
Island's Sexual Assault Prevention and Response (SAPR) 
coordinator and Clothesline Project organizer. "Makin Island 
collected more than $950 in donations and all the proceeds 
will go to the Center for Community Solutions." 

Godinez said the project was designed to be a voice for 
victims and help raise awareness among the crew that these 
issues are real and support the Navy's SAAM program. 

"We chose the passageway near the mess decks to display 
the T-shirts because it is the most high-traffic area on the ship, 
where everyone can see and remember the victims of these 
crimes," said Godinez. 

Sailors and Marines who participated in the Clothesline 
Project said the display brought much needed attention to 
victims of sexual assault. 

"This project is a positive method of expression in 
remembrance of victims and survivors of sexual assault and 
other associated crimes," said Electronics Technician 3rd 
Class Ashley Sopr, who volunteers as a victim's advocate for 
Makin Island's SAPR program. "My hope is that these visual 
aides serve as a reminder that those types of offenses are very 
real and have no preference in age, gender or race." 

Sexual Assault Prevention and Response is an important 
element of the readiness area of the 21st Century Sailor and 
Marine initiative which consolidates a set of objectives and 
policies, new and existing, to maximize Sailor and Marine 
personal readiness, build resiliency and hone the most combat-
effective force in the history of the Department. 

The Department of the Navy is working aggressively to 
prevent sexual assaults, to support sexual assault victims, and 
to hold offenders accountable. 

Help raise awareness by joining the conversation on 
social media using #SAAM. 
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8. #SAAM: Naval Hospital Beaufort Tackles Sexual Assault Prevention And Awareness 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 23 APR 12) ... Regena Kowitz, Naval Hospital Beaufort Public Affairs 

BEAUFORT, S.C -- As part of ongoing efforts to prevent 
sexual assault, Naval Hospital Beaufort hosted "Sex Signals" 
April 19, an interactive improvisational play from Catharsis 
Productions that explores how stereotypes and misconceptions 
can lead to sexual assault. 

The play presented a series of candid scenes that tackled 
the topics of dating, sex, and acquaintance rape. By fusing 
humor and frank language into realistic scenarios, the actors 
provided an engaging and memorable illustration of gender 
stereotypes, different communication styles, and how 

perceptions influence the way men and women interact with 
each other. 

Hospital Corpsman 1st Class Jennifer Knuth appreciated 
the honesty. "They used real words and real situations that are 
seen in today's world," she said. "It's nice to see a production 
that isn't trying to be too politically correct, because that's not 
what is happening at bars and parties in this day and age. I 
think the Sailors paid attention today because the actors used 
scenarios and verbiage that is really used by young Sailors. I 
really enjoyed the humor and how the actors presented 
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everything in a way that kept my attention throughout the 
entire presentation." 

The show also highlighted the connection between 
alcohol consumption and sexual assault. Hospital Corpsman 
1st Class Adam Morris who serves as one of the hospital's 
drug and alcohol programs advisors (DAPA), thought it was 
important that two of the scenes in Sex Signals involved the 
characters drinking alcohol. 

"Alcohol affected both of the characters judgment, which 
unfortunately is why alcohol is often a contributor in so many 
rape cases," said Morris. 

By interacting with the audience and asking for their 
feedback, the actors encouraged Sailors to openly discuss what 
does and does not constitute sexual assault and mutual 
consent. During the different scenarios, the actors also made a 
strong point about the need for Sailors to look out for each 
other and step in when they see a shipmate in trouble. 

"I think that the Navy is focusing a lot more on 
prevention," said Hospitalman Jennifer Kerfoot, who serves as 
a uniformed victim advocate on Naval Hospital Beaufort's 
Sexual Assault Prevention and Response team. "I think 
stressing bystander intervention is great because once we 
respond the damage has already been done. I think that by 

stressing prevention, we not only educate our Sailors, but we 
can potentially stop an unfortunate situation from transpiring." 

Ships Serviceman 2nd Class Kalie Liesenfeld also said 
that the message of Sailors stepping up to help each other was 
important. 

"I feel that the show had a very strong message and I 
think it is important for everyone to do everything possible to 
prevent sexual assault because the Navy and your shipmates 
are your family, even when you are not at home. I wouldn't 
want anyone in my family to go through something like that. 
No one should." 

Sexual Assault Prevention and Response is an important 
element of the readiness area of the 21st Century Sailor and 
Marine initiative which consolidates a set of objectives and 
policies, new and existing, to maximize Sailor and Marine 
personal readiness, build resiliency and hone the most combat-
effective force in the history of the Navy and Marine Corps. 
The Department of the Navy is working to aggressively to 
prevent sexual assaults, to support sexual assault victims, and 
to hold offenders accountable. 

Help raise awareness by joining the conversation on 
social media using #SAAM. 
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CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
9. Thousands Of U.S. Sailors Arrive On USS Carl Vinson Ahead Of Anzac Day 
(PERTH SUNDAY TIMES (AUSTRALIA) 24 APR 12) ... Todd Cardy 

A visiting U.S. Navy admiral has declared America's 
relationship with Australia as "absolute key' in the continuing 
war on terrorism after his supercarrier arrived in Fremantle 
today. 

The USS Carl Vinson, the warship which took Osama Bin 
Laden's body out to sea, arrived in Gage Roads off the port 
overnight following 12-months of successive deployment in 
the Middle East and the Indian Ocean. 

More than 4700 American Sailors from the nuclear-
powered Nimitz-class carrier aircraft carrier and its guided 
missile cruiser, the USS Bunker Hill, which docked in 
Fremantle about 8am today, will spend five days in Perth for 
some R&R. 

Nearly as long as the Empire State Building is tall, the 
ship is 332m (1092ft) long, 77m (252ft) wide and weighs 
86,182 tonnes (95,000 tons). The area of the fight deck, which 
can be home for up to 75 aircraft at a time, spans 1.82ha (4.5 
acres). 

Last month, the carrier marked 30 years in service - more 
than half of its expected 50-year lifetime. 

Rear Admiral Thomas Shannon, the commanding officer 
of Carrier Strike Group One, said the military relationship 
between the U.S. and Australian defence forces meant a great 
deal to both countries. 

Admiral Shannon described Australia as America’s “very 
dear friend”, saying that the U.S. military valued the 72 years 
of diplomatic relationships between the two countries. 

“Our relationship with Australia is absolutely key,” he 
said. 

“We share a friendship, a kinship, a partnership, a 
common value-set, and we have stood shoulder-to-shoulder 
with Australia, and Australia has stood shoulder-to-shoulder 
with us, in the fight of counter-terrorism.” 

Admiral Shannon said he had never visited Australia 
before, and was eager to see Perth. He said he would take part 
in Anzac Day commemorations tomorrow beginning with 
attending the dawn service at King’s Park. 

In May last year, the ship took Osama bin Laden’s body 
after his capture before burying him in the North Arabian sea, 
but Admiral Shannon said he wouldn’t speak about the role 
his ship played in the terrorist’s burial. 

“I will not entertain any questions specifically related to 
the demise of Osama bin Laden,” he said. 

“I would tell you our role as a deployed carrier strike 
group is to be ready for any contingency, any time, anywhere, 
when our national leadership rings the bell for maritime 
security and global security. And we are ready to do just that.” 

View Clip (RT: 1:12) 
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10. Michigan Visits Stirling During Western Pacific Deployment 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 23 APR 12) ... Lt. Lara Bollinger, Commander, Submarine Group 7 Public Affairs 

HMAS STIRLING, Australia -- The Ohio-class guided 
missile submarine USS Michigan (SSGN 727) arrived at 
HMAS Stirling April 22 for a visit as part of its deployment to 
the western Pacific. 

With a crew of approximately 155, Michigan will conduct 
a multitude of missions and showcase the latest capabilities of 
the fleet. 
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"We on Michigan are excited to be here in western 
Australia both to work with our Australian military partners 
and to explor and meet people in the Perth area," said Capt. 
Robert V. James, commanding officer. 

Michigan is capable of supporting missions that include 
anti-submarine warfare, anti-surface warfare, strike, 
intelligence, surveillance and reconnaissance, and naval 
special warfare utilizing special operations forces. 

"Michigan's crew has worked very hard through our 
demanding schedule," said chief of the boat Bill Mast. "I am 
proud of their accomplishments over the past few months and 
we are looking forward to a well earned rest. Perth is a once in 
a career liberty port that every Submariner dreams of and I, for 
one, will be enjoying everything Australia has to offer." 

For many of the crew members, this is their first time 
visiting western Australia. 

"I am very excited to visit Australia," said Fire Control 
Technician (Submarines) 3rd class Ernesto Longoria. "This is 
a great opportunity and I am lucky to say I have experienced 
this. I can not wait to explore this new culture and I'm sure 
we'll all have a good time here." 

Measuring more than 560 feet long and weighing more 
than 18,800 tons when submerged, Michigan dominates the 
undersea battlespace with a combination of Tomahawk cruise 
missiles, special forces capabilities, and heavy weight 
torpedoes. 

Michigan is homeported in Bangor, Washington yet will 
spend 13 of its 20 or more remaining operational years 
forward deployed. This is an achievement made possible by 
leveraging the existing 

Return to Index 
 

11. Naval Exchange Stirs Troubled Waters In South China Sea 
(VOICE OF AMERICA 23 APR 12) ... Marianne Brown 

Vietnam and the United States on Monday began their 
annual naval exchange near a former U.S. army base in 
Danang city amid mounting tensions over competing 
sovereignty claims in the South China Sea. 

With salvage and disaster training as well as a 
performance from the military band, the schedule of events 
seems harmless enough. However, some observers say the 
activities are an intrinsic part of a delicate diplomatic 
balancing act over contested territory in the South China Sea. 

This year's event is larger than in 2011, with 1,400 
personnel and three ships, including a guided missile 
destroyer, said Lieutenant Commander Mike Morley who 
attended the opening ceremony. 

"This was coordinated about a year ago so this is a long 
planned event which is going to be taking place this week," 
Morley said. 

The exchange overlaps with war games involving the 
United States and the Philippines that began last week. The 
exercises come during a naval standoff between the 
Philippines and China near the Scarborough Shoal in the 
South China Sea. 

Beijing insists the entire 3.5 million-square-kilometer sea 
is part of its territory. The Philippines, Malaysia, Taiwan, 
Brunei and Vietnam also claim portions of the waterway. 

The latest spat began on April 10 when two Chinese navy 
ships blocked the mouth of the shoal as Philippine navy 
personnel prepared to arrest the crews of eight Chinese fishing 
boats on suspicion of poaching. 

But Morley insisted there is no connection between the 
timing of the naval exercises with Vietnam and the 
Philippines. 

"The two are completely unrelated," he said. "There are 
two completely different groups organizing each event." 

Beijing called the timing of last year's activities in 
Danang "inappropriate," but this time around China has 
remained mute -- about both the Vietnamese and the 
Philippine drills. 

However, some observers say background events are also 
playing a part. For example, just last week Vietnam charged 
blogger Nguyen Van Hai -- a well-known critic of China -- for 
publishing anti-state propaganda. 

The move is part of Vietnam’s careful diplomatic 
balancing act with China, said Professor Carl Thayer from the 
University of New South Wales. On one hand, Vietnam holds 
naval activities with the United States and, on the other, it 
continues a dialogue with China. 

As part of this, said Thayer, both countries agreed to 
control public opinion following rare public demonstrations 
against China last year. 

"In Vietnam’s case, they ended the demonstrations that 
were occurring in public and cracked down on the bloggers." 

In another turn of events, on Saturday China released 21 
Vietnamese fishermen who were detained on March 4 while 
fishing near the Paracel Islands, an archipelago controlled by 
China but also claimed by Vietnam. 

The release was a good move by China, said Thayer. 
"By doing that it helps China divide the Philippines from 

Vietnam. The Philippines has been the most vocal and 
Vietnam has profited from it because, like an athlete on a bike 
race, it can sail behind the Philippines and get a lift higher 
with forward momentum without having to lose as much 
energy." 

Not everyone agrees these incidents are relevant to the 
naval activities. Dr. Ian Storey, a senior fellow at the Institute 
of Southeast Asia Studies in Singapore, said the release of the 
fishermen is part of the inevitable cycle of confrontations 
surrounding the South China Sea. 

"Part of it is to do with the weather," Storey said. "The 
monsoon season is over now. When the monsoon season ends, 
fishing ships and survey vessels they put out to sea and these 
kinds of incidents start all over again." 

China may have coordinated its first ever-war games with 
Russia to coincide with the-U.S.-Philippines drill, said Storey. 
China is the second largest defense spender in the world, with 
expenditures many times higher than all the ASEAN countries 
together. He said the naval exercises are intended to show 
China is a military power to be reckoned with. 

"The military balance of power is shifting in China’s 
favor, and before long, China will have a range of capabilities 
that will enable it to bring coercive pressure on the other 
claimants, should it so wish to." 



 15

Analysts say that is why Vietnam moving quickly to 
improve military relations with its one-time adversary, the 
United States. 

U.S. Navy officer Morley said the exercises in Vietnam 
have played an important part in beefing up bilateral ties, 

which have been improving steadily since relations were 
normalized in 1995. Morley said he expects the events of 
coming years to just keep getting bigger. 
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12. USS Independence Acts As 'School Ship' For Future LCS Crews 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 23 APR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Trevor Welsh, Public Affairs Support Element, 
Norfolk 

USS INDEPENDENCE, At Sea -- Sailors assigned to 
littoral combat ship Pre-Commissioning Unit Coronado (LCS 
4) are embarked aboard USS Independence (LCS 2) to learn 
about how the ship and crew operate at sea as the ship sails to 
its homeport of San Diego April 20. 

Independence is hosting 11 Sailors from Coronado's Blue 
and Gold Crews for its maiden voyage to San Diego to 
familiarize them with Independence-class littoral combat ship 
before Coronado is commissioned in 2013. 

"We are here to learn the procedures, technology, and best 
practices associated with operating a minimally manned 
warship," said Cmdr. Peter Kim, executive officer of 
Coronado's Gold Crew. "Additionally, we're capturing 
valuable lessons from the Independence plank owners so that 
we can help standardize the way we bring future LCS ships to 
life." 

As the first and only commissioned ship in its class, 
Independence and the Sailors aboard are charged with the 
responsibility of teaching and lending their experience to 
future littoral combat ship crews. 

"The Independence crew that took the ship through pre-
commissioning didn't have the advantages of any kind of 
school ship," said Cmdr. David Back, executive officer of 
Independence's Gold Crew. "Now that we have a functional 
ship, it's vital to the LCS program's success that we get as 
many people from other LCS ships out here to train and learn 
so they can go back to their ships and operate them safely and 
effectively." 

Once Coronado is commissioned and has completed 
required testing, they will share Independence's homeport, 
making the same maiden voyage to San Diego and 
encountering similar same challenges. 

"We'll adopt what we can, build on their foundation, and 
hopefully be able to give back as much as they have to the 

Independence class," said Lt. Cmdr. Joshua Burkholder, 
Coronado Blue Crew combat systems officer. 

Burkholder added that specifically, during this underway, 
Independence transited the Panama Canal, providing 
substantial lessons learned and experience. 

"Even though the space between the ship and the locks 
was only a few feet, they completed the transit successfully, 
paving the way for future Independence-class ships," said 
Burkholder. 

While onboard, Coronado Sailors get a firsthand look at 
where they will be working, eating and sleeping. They're also 
using the same equipment, under the similar conditions. 

Like the other embarked Coronado Sailors, Chief 
Logistics Specialist Oliver Olivo, Coronado Blue Crew supply 
officer, has been working side-by-side with his Independence 
counterpart. He said he has learned many valuable lessons 
from the Independence crew he calls a "well-oiled machine." 

"They are all well-rounded Sailors," said Olivo. "I'll use 
the information and lessons I have learned from them and 
implement that into my work area, especially in regards to 
galley layout and equipment." 

Chief Damage Controlman Jason Lobb, Coronado Blue 
Crew damage control assistant, said the most impressive thing 
he has witnessed is the camaraderie of the crew. 

"It's definitely impressive when everybody comes 
together to do one thing-just look at all-hands sweepers, where 
everyone turns out," said Lobb. "I'm going to take what I've 
learned back to Coronado and show everybody. We will come 
together as a team and either adopt exactly what they are 
doing here or make some modifications and possibly 
improve." 

Sailors assigned to Independence's Gold Crew and 
embarked Mine Countermeasures Detachment 1 are underway 
for the ship's maiden voyage to San Diego. 

Return to Index 
 

13. Navy Corpsmen Treat Afghan Police Wounded By Suicide Bomber 
(DIVIDS 23 APR 12) ... Cpl. Reece Lodder 

FORWARD OPERATING BASE DELHI, Afghanistan 
— The sounds from a controlled flurry of medical activity 
drifted through a narrow hallway packed with patients, 
stretchers and U.S. Navy corpsmen, funneling their calm 
conversations and unbreakable focus into the buzzing aid 
station. 

Faced with a mass casualty situation following an attack 
by a suicide bomber in southern Helmand province’s Garmsir 
district, corpsmen with 3rd Battalion, 3rd Marine Regiment 
treated eight wounded Afghan National Policemen here, April 
19, 2012. 

Shortly after the attack, which targeted the police precinct 
headquarters in the Lakari region of Garmsir, the Afghan 

police transported 10 wounded men to the nearest coalition 
forces position, Combat Outpost Sharp. Initially triaged by 
three corpsmen from Kilo and Weapons Companies, 3rd Bn., 
3rd Marines, the policemen’s injuries demanded advanced 
care. 

Due to adverse weather conditions, no air Medevac assets 
were immediately available so the ANP transported eight of 
the casualties by vehicle to Forward Operating Base Delhi. 

“Many of our corpsmen went through most of their 
deployment without having to respond to a serious incident,” 
said Chief Petty Officer Christopher Arredondo, the senior 
enlisted medical department representative for 3rd Bn., 3rd 
Marines, and a 27-year-old native of Duarte, Calif. “They 
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were grateful they didn’t have to exercise their trauma skill set 
because this meant none of their Marines had been injured.” 

Then, without notice, Arredondo said the corpsmen had to 
“step up and shine.” 

At FOB Delhi, the team of 28 Navy medical providers 
received the wounded Afghan police and began treating them 
in the battalion aid station. 

Seaman Robert Ortiz was among these corpsmen. The 
situation was the first combat-related incident to which he had 
the opportunity to respond. 

“We prepare for this type of situation in training, but you 
can’t fully prepare for how it actually feels,” said Ortiz, a 22-
year-old native of Orlando assigned to 3rd Bn., 3rd Marines’ 
Trucks Platoon. “I had to fight my adrenaline from taking over 
… to slow down, take a breath and depend on my training.” 

Crowded by necessity, the already-tiny room shrunk 
around bloodied men lying on makeshift trauma tables. Teams 
of corpsmen huddled closely around their patients, pouring 
countless hours of knowledge and training into their efforts to 
stabilize them. 

Pungent odors of latex, sweat and bodily fluids filled the 
cramped room. The stagnant air cooked it to an uncomfortable 
temperature, but the corpsmen’s focused vision and steady 
hands proved them unaffected by the challenging setting. 

In the moment, Petty Officer 2nd Class Dustin Koch, the 
senior line corpsman with 3rd Bn., 3rd Marines’ Jump 
Platoon, said he didn’t even notice people hustling in and out 
of the room. 

“We were just focused on the patients we had in front of 
us … it didn’t matter who they were or where they were 

from,” said Koch, a 26-year-old native of Las Cruces, N.M. 
“If we paid too much attention to everyone moving around us, 
we could risk losing focus on our patients and begin missing 
steps in treating them.” 

Directed by their battalion surgeon, Navy Lt. Sean Stuart, 
team leaders worked with their two corpsmen to treat wounds, 
announce vital signs and determine priority of care. Recorders 
received the information and scratched it onto medical charts 
plastered on clipboards. Each team member kept their patients 
engaged by reassuring them through interpreters. 

“Nothing is routine in a mass casualty situation,” said 
Stuart, a native of Sugar Hill, Ga. “Our corpsmen have learned 
medical basics, and practiced communication and mass 
casualty drills. We can absolutely prepare for this type of 
situation, but no matter how much we do, each has its own 
unique challenges.” 

Once weather conditions improved, Medevac helicopters 
arrived under the cover of darkness and transported six of the 
ANP casualties to Camp Dwyer’s Casualty Support Hospital 
for further treatment. 

Despite the terrible circumstances requiring the 
employment of their skills, the 3rd Bn., 3rd Marines corpsmen 
were thankful for the opportunity to preserve the lives of their 
Afghan brethren. 

“At the lower levels of leadership, it’s a challenge to 
understand the big picture changes happening in Afghanistan 
— like how we’ve helped the Afghan forces stand on their 
own,” Koch said. “This situation allowed us all to see the 
immediate difference we’ve made.” 
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14. HSV Swift Conducts Port Call In Toulon, France 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 23 APR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist Seaman Apprentice Erik Luebke, Navy Public Affairs 
Support Element-East Detachment Europe 

TOULON, France -- High Speed Vessel Swift (HSV) 2 
departed Toulon naval base after a three-day port visit to 
strengthen relations with the French navy, April 20. 

Vice Adm. Yann Tainguy, French navy commander-in-
chief, Mediterranean, and other high-ranking French naval 
officials toured the ship and met with the crew. After the tour, 
the guests were invited to a luncheon hosted by the ship. 

"This is Swift's first visit to France in a long time," said 
Lt. Cmdr. Charles Eaton, officer-in-charge aboard the Swift. 
"The tour [gave] the French command staff a chance to visit 
and see the ship, and learn more about what the Swift can do 
and how it is currently employed." 

During the tour, the crew explained the unique 
capabilities of their ship. 

"The Swift is the fastest support ship working with the 
Navy," said Eaton. "With an average of 11 months per year 
deployed overseas, she is among the hardest working ships at 
sea. Moreover, she is simply a beautiful vessel so we enjoy the 
opportunity to show off the ship a little bit when we are in 
port." 

Swift also participated in several training events, 
including a passing exercise (PASSEX) and a photo 
opportunity with the French littoral combat ship, L'Adroit. 

"We appreciated the opportunity to spend some time in a 
beautiful port while also having the chance to work with our 
allies at sea," said Eaton. "The PASSEX and photo exercise 
that we completed with the L'Adroit was a big change for us 
and we enjoyed it immensely." 

Sailors also had time during the port visit to see shops, 
restaurants and enjoy a period of liberty in Toulon during their 
stay. The port city is recognized as the headquarters for the 
French Mediterranean Fleet and is home to the aircraft carrier 
Charles de Gaulle (R91). 

"It was exciting to be able to experience the architecture 
and culture of Toulon," said Master-at-Arms 2nd Class 
Alejandro Abreu. "I'm seeing a lot of things that my friends 
back home don't get to see and it adds to the excitement of this 
deployment for me." 

The port visit in Toulon followed a 10-day port visit in 
Augusta Bay, Italy, where the ship refueled and made 
necessary repairs. 

Swift, a U.S. Military Sealift Command-chartered high-
speed vessel, is currently deployed to the U.S. Navy's 6th 
Fleet area of responsibility in support of theater security 
cooperation efforts. 
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15. USS Russell Returns Home To Hawaii 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 24 APR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Mark Logico, Commander Navy Region Hawaii 
Public Affairs 

PEARL HARBOR, Hawaii -- Families and friends 
welcomed back the guided-missile destroyer USS Russell 
(DDG 59) at Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam, April 23, 
following completion of a successful eight-month deployment 
to the western Pacific and Arabian Gulf. 

"I am exceptionally pleased and proud of the tremendous 
performance of every Sailor aboard Russell during this 
challenging deployment," said Cmdr. Joseph Carrigan, 
Russell's commanding officer. "I believe I speak for each 
member of the crew when I say that we are thrilled to be home 
with our families, friends and the greater Pearl Harbor 
Ohana." 

Russell and its crew of nearly 300 Sailors conducted a 
wide range of operations, including ballistic missile defense, 
maritime security operations, and oil platform defense. 
Additionally, the ship and her crew participated in 
multinational exercises with NATO allies and Gulf partner 
nations in support of theater security cooperation and 
operations. 

Mike McGuinness, the father of Seaman Matt 
McGuinness, flew from New Jersey to greet his son at the pier 
as the ship arrived. 

"I thought it would be a good idea to come out and 
surprise him," said Mike. "This is his first deployment. He has 
been in the Navy for one and a half years." 

While at the Arabian Gulf, Russell integrated with Carrier 
Strike Groups George H. W. Bush, John C. Stennis, and 
Abraham Lincoln, supporting a variety of missions. 
Additionally, Russell served as the Ballistic Missile Defense 
Commander platform for Commander Task Force 50 for two 
months, participating in 15 system operability tests, two joint 
air defense exercises, and a bilateral amphibious exercise with 
Saudi Arabia. 

"While deployed to the 5th Fleet area of operations, USS 
Russell consistently demonstrated unparalleled operational 
excellence and mission accomplishment while conducting 
maritime security operations, ballistic missile defense 
operations, maritime infrastructure protection, intelligence, 
surveillance, and reconnaissance support," said Carrigan. 

The officers and crew enjoyed several port visits in the 
western Pacific, East Asia, the Indian Ocean, and the Middle 
East, including Guam, the Philippines, the Maldives, Bahrain, 
United Arab Emirates, and Hong Kong and continued the U.S. 
Navy's longstanding tradition of ambassadorship. 

During the ship's visit to Gan, Maldives, Russell Sailors 
connected with their Maldives National Defense Force 
(MNDF) counterparts and interacted with the local 
community. Russell Sailors participated in soccer matches and 
culinary exchanges where coast guardsmen from the 
Maldivian coast guard ship (CGS) Shaheed Ali taught Sailors 
how to cook traditional Maldivian dishes aboard Russell. 
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GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
16. North Korea Threatens South With Military Action 
(NEW YORK TIMES 24 APR 12) ... Choe Sang-Hun 

SEOUL, South Korea — North Korea on Monday 
accused South Korea’s government and news media of 
slandering its leadership and threatened “special actions” by 
the military, a sharp escalation of the bellicose statements that 
have accompanied the rise of Kim Jong-un, the North’s new 
and still unproven leader. 

North Korea has regularly threatened to attack the 
government of President Lee Myung-bak in South Korea. But 
in recent weeks, its threats have become harsher and more 
specific, prompting some analysts to warn that North Korea’s 
new leadership might instigate a military provocation as part 
of its effort to establish Mr. Kim’s authority at home and 
potentially boost his negotiating leverage with the United 
States. 

On Monday, the North Korean military said it would act 
“soon” and named its targets, including the government of 
President Lee, and several South Korean newspapers and 
television stations, which it said were “destroying the 
mainstay of the fair public opinion.” 

“The special actions of our revolutionary armed forces 
will start soon to meet the reckless challenge of the group of 
traitors,” the North Korean military command’s “special 
operation action group” said in a statement carried by the 
North’s state-run Korean Central News Agency. “They will 
reduce all the ratlike groups and the bases for provocations to 

ashes in three or four minutes, in much shorter time, by 
unprecedented peculiar means and methods of our own style.” 

The Defense Ministry in Seoul stuck to its policy of not 
reacting to what it considers North Korean propaganda, but it 
repeated that the South Korean military and its American 
allies were ready to cope with any provocation from the North. 

The mutual criticism of the two Koreas has grown harsher 
since North Korea defied international pressure and launched 
a rocket on April 13 in a failed attempt to put a satellite into 
orbit. It also abandoned an agreement made with the United 
States in which North Korea promised to suspend uranium 
enrichment, nuclear tests and long-range missile tests. 

Mr. Lee called the launching a waste of money that could 
have been used to buy food for the North Koreans. Last week, 
he also advised “the young leader in the North” to abandon his 
country’s collective farm system to resolve its food problem. 
South Korea also unveiled a new cruise missile capable of 
hitting targets anywhere in the North. 

North Korea staged mass rallies of soldiers and workers 
calling the Lee government “a group of rats” and vowing to 
destroy it. 

The risk of North Korea stoking animosity and tension 
has grown as the country faces deepening sanctions after its 
failed rocket launching, said Yang Moo-jin, a professor at the 
University of North Korean Studies. 



 18

“They use brinkmanship to grab the attention of the 
United States and China,” Mr. Yang said. “Now, there is a 
higher possibility that the North Koreans will act.” 

So far, not one of the North’s recent threats has translated 
into an armed provocation, partly because the North has 
concentrated on political events at home, like party and 
parliamentary meetings this month completing Mr. Kim’s 
official ascension to supreme power, said Cheong Seong-
chang at the Sejong Institute in South Korea. 

“Now that all of these events are over, North Korea 
appears to be turning its attention toward the outside world 
and preparing for a provocation against South Korea,” Mr. 
Cheong said. 

Mr. Cheong warned that South Korea must prepare for 
North Korean provocations, like the hacking of government 
and news media Web sites and even biochemical attacks. Mr. 

Yang said North Korea’s actions would be limited to 
provocations that target the government, but not the South 
Korean public. 

South Korean officials, including President Lee, have 
recently warned that North Korea might attempt provocations 
to influence the outcome of South Korea’s presidential 
election in December. 

In a paper released over the weekend, Choi Jin-wook, an 
analyst at the government-funded Korea Institute for National 
Unification, warned that Mr. Kim’s less-than-solid control on 
power and the elite’s competition to prove their loyalty amid 
an unfolding political purge make the North’s decision-
making more unpredictable. 

“If Kim Jong-un does not control the North’s 
characteristic brinkmanship from overheating amid the elite’s 
loyalty drive, we will see provocations,” Mr. Choi said. 
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17. Navy Urged To Arm Aegis Destroyers With Better Capability 
(DONG-A ILBO (S. KOREA) 24 APR 12) 

SEOUL - Voices are growing louder for the Navy to 
equip its Aegis destroyers with stronger combat capability to 
counter North Korea's missile threat in the wake of new 
provocations from Pyongyang. 

The South Korean Aegis destroyer King Sejong the Great 
in the Yellow Sea traced the trajectory of the North's long-
range rocket with its high-tech Aegis radar just 54 seconds 
after it was fired April 13. The Sejong demonstrated its superb 
detection capacity again, having tracked the North's long-
range rocket only some 10 seconds after launch in 2009. 

Critics, however, say the successful tracking effectively 
showed that the Sejong is just a "paper tiger" incapable of 
intercepting North Korean missiles. The ship is armed with 
SM-2 aircraft-intercepting attack missiles, anti-submarine 
missiles, and anti-submarine torpedoes, but lacks interceptors 
for ballistic missiles. 

The vessel is armed with 128 missile launchers for 
vertical launch, meaning it is designed to have "stronger 
firepower" than the Aegis cruiser (122 launchers) of the U.S. 
But the Sejong lacks the ultimate capability to intercept 
ballistic missiles. 

U.S Aegis battleships are armed with SM-3 and 
Tomahawk cruise missiles, and offer strong war deterrence 
capacity. 

Certain experts urge the arming of the Sejong with SM-6 
interceptor missiles, which are suitable for low-altitude sky 
defense, which the South Korean military seeks. The SM-6 
boasts a maximum range of 320 to 400 kilometers and a 
maximum intercepting altitude of 30 kilometers. 

The South Korean military has sought to introduce the 
SM-6 since 2009 but no progress has been seen due to lack of 
budget and other reasons. Since the U.S. Navy recently 
deployed SM-6 missiles in real-combat situations in recent 
years, experts say South Korea must also do the same. 

A senior military officer in Seoul said, "The SM-6 is 
cheaper than the SM-3, and is limited in capacity to low-
altitude defense. South Korea can avoid controversy over the 
construction of a missile defense system." 

Experts also say the recently introduced Hyeongmu-3 
class cruise missile should be hurriedly installed on South 
Korean Aegis destroyers as well. 

A military source in Seoul said, "If the three Aegis 
destroyers King Sejong the Great, Yulgok Yi Yi and Yu 
Seong-ryong, which are set for deployment next year, are 
armed with the capacity to intercept North Korean missiles 
and conduct precision attacks on core targets across the North, 
South Korea can significantly boost its war deterrence vis-a-
vis North Korea." 
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18. Manila's Philex Finds More Gas In South China Sea; May Fuel China Tension 
(REUTERS 24 APR 12) ... Erik dela Cruz and Manuel Mogato 

MANILA - A natural gas discovery in a disputed area in 
the South China Sea contains more reserves than initially 
thought, a Philippine exploration firm said on Tuesday, with 
the new findings likely to further intensify territorial tensions 
between Beijing and Manila. 

The Philippines' Philex Petroleum Corp said in a 
disclosure to the stock exchange that its Forum Energy Plc has 
a report that "is expected to show an improvement in the 
resources previously known" in the Sampaguita gas discovery 
in the Reed Bank, which the government calls Recto Bank. 

Forum Energy had previously said that based on a 2006 
study, the Sampaguita field had a potential of up to 20 trillion 

cubic feet of natural gas, or more than five times initial 
estimates. 

It was in the Reed Bank where Chinese navy vessels 
threatened to ram a survey ship hired by Philex in March last 
year, sparking tensions that almost halted Forum Energy's 
work in the area. But Philippine military officials advised the 
firm then to continue with their job. 

Philippine and Chinese ships remain locked in a standoff 
near the Scarborough Shoal in another part of the South China 
Sea for the third week running. 

The Philippines insists the Reed Bank is well within its 
territory and not part of the disputed Spratly Islands in the 
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South China Sea, believed to be rich in oil and gas and is 
crossed by important shipping lanes. 

China claims ownership of the entire South China Sea, 
including the Spratlys which is claimed in whole by Taiwan 
and Vietnam and in part by Malaysia, Brunei, and the 
Philippines. 

Apart from the Sampaguita gas field, 15 other oil and gas 
exploration sites near the South China Sea are up for grabs, 
with the government expected to award exploration contracts 
in July as it seeks to reduce its reliance on oil imports, a senior 
energy company official said on Tuesday. 

Two of those 15 exploration sites are in areas being 
contested by China. 

Energy Secretary Jose Rene Almendras said he was 
waiting for an official report from Forum Energy, but its 
findings could greatly lessen the dependence on imported 
fossil fuel. 

"Reading the statements, I cannot help but smile and be 
happy because if it's true and it's big, then hopefully the 
resources will help us face the need for energy in the future," 
Almendras said in an interview with local TV network ANC. 

Almendras said the Sampaguita gas discovery would 
support plans to build a multi-billion-peso pipeline that would 
bring the natural gas to industrial users in Manila. 

The Sampaguita gas field is near the Malampaya gas 
field, with about 2.7 trillion cubic feet of natural gas, and 
which supplies fuel to three power plants for the main Luzon 
island. 

Forum Energy has a 70 percent interest in the Sampaguita 
gas discovery in the Reed Bank after it bagged an exploration 
contract issued by the Philippines' Energy department in 2010. 

Philex Petroleum, a unit of the Philippines' top gold miner 
Philex Mining Corp, has a 65 percent controlling interest in 
Forum. 

Standoff 
The stand-off between Philippine and Chinese ships near 

Scarborough Shoal is raising worries over what some see as 
growing Chinese assertiveness in staking claims over the sea's 
islands, reefs and shoals. 

Lieutenant-General Anthony Alcantara, commander of 
military forces in northern Luzon, including Scarborough 
Shoal, said a Philippine coast guard ship would stay put in the 
area to assert the country's sovereignty and protect Filipino 
fishermen. 

Alcantara said the situation in the shoal was "stable", with 
navy ships prepositioned nearby to monitor the standoff and a 
surveillance plane patrolling the area. 

China still has one maritime inspection vessel in the area 
after it withdrew two civilian ships this week, Zhuang Hua, 
spokesman of the Chinese embassy in Manila, said on 
Monday, stressing that Beijing was working to ease tensions 
in the area. 

In recent days, the People's Liberation Army (PLA) of 
China warned that friction with the Philippines could escalate 
into armed conflict unless the United States helps rein in 
Manila. Retired senior PLA officers also urged Beijing to take 
a tougher line in asserting South China Sea claims. 

Those threats do not amount to definitive government 
policy, but they underscore domestic pressures on Beijing to 
take a stronger position against the Philippines and other 
claimants. 
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19. U.S. Marines' Base Is A Mistake, Says Fraser 
(SYDNEY MORNING HERALD 24 APR 12) ... Daniel Flitton 

The former Liberal Prime Minister Malcolm Fraser says 
the new American marine "base" near Darwin is a mistake, 
and that Australia's groveling to Washington is hampering ties 
with Asia. 

In a strongly worded submission to the federal 
government's white paper on future relations with Asia, Mr. 
Fraser has criticized Australia's subservience to the U.S. as a 
product of misguided assumptions America offers a security 
guarantee. 

"Over 20 years now we have given the impression of 
doing that which America wants," Mr. Fraser writes. 

"We seem to believe that our security can be best assured 
if we do what we can to win brownie points with the U.S. This 
is a mistaken assumption. "No country can really win brownie 
points with great powers. Great powers follow their own 
national interests and we should follow ours." 

Mr. Fraser is highly critical of the deployment of U.S. 
marines in the Northern Territory, saying it fuels Chinese 
concerns over a policy of containment. He also dismisses 
claims by Labor and the Obama administration that the 
presence of the marines does not amount to a "base." 

"For America to say that 2500 troops do not constitute a 
base is nonsense, indeed a fabrication," Mr. Fraser writes. 

"In military terms, a base does not have to be bricks and 
mortar. If 2500 troops are stationed in a particular place then 

the language makes it quite plain that they are based in that 
place. It is a base. "To say that they are just passing through 
and that it is not a base is deceptive and misleading. It sends 
the wrong message, not only to China, but to countries like 
Indonesia." 

He told the Herald he was also concerned Australia would 
lose more of its independence in Asia should the U.S. turn 
Cocos Island into a base for unmanned surveillance drones, as 
reported last month in The Washington Post. The Prime 
Minister, Julia Gillard, commissioned a white paper last year 
guided by the former head of Treasury, Ken Henry, titled 
Australia in the Asian Century. 

Mr. Fraser said he had only decided to put his thoughts on 
paper after the marines' presence in Darwin was announced 
and reports of plans for a U.S. military presence in the Cocos 
Islands emerged. 

In his submission, he said he was not against the U.S. 
alliance but for Australian independence. He said in assessing 
what to do in the future, Australia should conscious of our 
history and a dependence on Britain before World War II: 
"We believed that Britain would be able to secure our future," 
he writes. "It never occurred to us that Britain would be so 
preoccupied, so beleaguered, that in a situation of emergency 
she would not be able to help." 
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20. Global Pirate Attacks Down In Q1, Nigeria Risk Grows 
(REUTERS 23 APR 12) ... Jonathan Saul 

LONDON - Vigorous action by navies including pre-
emptive strikes helped cut global pirate attacks by almost a 
third in the first quarter of this year although Nigerian gangs 
escalated hijackings in West African waters, a maritime 
watchdog said. 

Lured by tens of millions of dollars in ransom payments, 
Somali pirates continue to threaten vital shipping lanes in the 
Gulf of Aden and Indian Ocean. Despite successful efforts to 
quell attacks, international naval forces have limited resources 
and vast distances to patrol. 

The International Maritime Bureau (IMB), which has 
been monitoring piracy worldwide since 1991, said global 
reported pirate attacks totalled 102 incidents in the first 
quarter, down from 142 in the same period last year. Somali 
pirates accounted for nearly half the attacks in the first quarter 
of this year. 

"The reduction in overall attacks is primarily attributed to 
the disruptive actions and pre-emptive strikes by the navies in 
the region," the IMB said. "This emphasizes the importance of 
the navies in deterring and combating Somali piracy." 

The IMB said the deployment of private armed security 
guards and greater use of pirate deterrents such as razor wire, 
heightened monitoring watches when entering danger areas by 
crews on board vessels had also helped curb Somali attacks. 

It said Somali attacks had spread and have been reported 
at as far as Mozambique and the Seychelles as well as off 
Kenya, Tanzania, the Arabian Sea, off Oman and the west 
coast of India and the western Maldives. 

Nigerian Piracy Increasing 
Moves by the European Union to expand its anti-piracy 

mission to target pirate weaponry ashore was a welcome move 

that "could further threaten the Somali piracy model," it 
added. 

"Somali pirates are dangerous and are prepared to fire 
their automatic weapons and RPG (rocket propelled grenades) 
at vessels in order to stop them," it said. 

"There is no evidence to suggest that the danger from 
Somali piracy is likely to go away in the short to medium term 
unless further actions are taken against this criminal 
phenomenon," it said. 

West Africa also remained a worsening piracy hotspot. 
Attacks in the Gulf of Guinea have increased in recent months 
as the area, spanning a dozen countries, is a growing source of 
oil, cocoa and metals being shipped to the world's markets. 

The IMB said attacks off Nigeria reached 10 in the first 
quarter the same number reported for the whole of 2011. A 
further attack in neighbouring Benin was also attributed to 
Nigerian gangs. 

"Nigerian piracy is increasing in incidence and extending 
in range," said IMB director Pottengal Mukundan. "While the 
number of reported incidents in Nigeria is still less than 
Somalia, and hijacked vessels are under control of the pirates 
for days rather than months, the level of violence against crew 
is dangerously high." 

Elsewhere, the IMB said there had been a noticeable 
increase in the number of armed robbery attacks in the 
Indonesian archipelago, rising to 18 incidents in the first 
quarter, from five in the same period last year. 

"All types of vessels have been targeted and five crew 
members taken hostage. These attacks are aimed at theft from 
vessels," the IMB said. 
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21. SA Navy Helps Catch Pirates 
RSA Navy Helps To Catch Somali Pirates; Rescues Sri Lankan Fishing Vessel 
(PRETORIA BEELD (S. AFRICA) 23 APR 12) ... Erika Gibson 

The navy has quietly helped to catch Somali pirates for a 
change during the past week. 

In the process a Sri Lankan fishing vessel and six crew 
members were rescued, who were captured by pirates off the 
Tanzanian coast in November last year. 

Seven pirates were arrested by the Tanzanian authorities. 
It is the first time that the navy of three countries jointly 
participated in an anti-piracy operation in the Mozambican 
channel. 

According to Siphiwe Dlamini, chief spokesperson of the 
Defense Force, the drama played out amid the temporary 
disappearance of a South African yacht, the Dandelion, 
between Mayotte and Pemba off the north coast of 
Mozambique. 

The assistance of the SAS Drakensberg, the 
replenishment ship of the navy patrolling the waters off the 
East coast of Africa for pirates, was requested after an attack 
by pirates on a Filipino merchant vessel at the Northern end of 
the Mozambican Channel last Friday. 

The Drakensberg immediately started its search for the 
yacht, which was found on the Monday morning by an 

airplane of Luxembourg, which belonged to the anti-piracy 
European Union Naval Force. 

The operation then changed from a search and rescue 
mission to a piracy interdiction operation. The pirates' mother 
ship, which launched the failed attack, has meanwhile been 
identified as the Nimesha Duwa, which was captured by 
pirates on November 9 last year. Even the skiff in tow 
belonged to the captured ship. 

The Drakensberg and the helicopter on board meanwhile 
searched along the Tanzanian coast for the pirates. 

European and Tanzanian vessels were closing in from the 
north and the Drakensberg had to force the pirates to escape 
where they would be waiting. 

On Wednesday night that happened when a Spanish 
warship captured the pirates' vessel. Seven pirates were 
apprehended and the Sri Lankan crew members were freed. 

The Tanzanian authorities will prosecute the pirates. 
According to Dlamini, it is the first time, since the navy 

got involved in anti-piracy operations at the beginning of 
2011, that it was actively part of an interdiction operation. 
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22. Somali Pirates Free Italian Chemical Tanker 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 23 APR 12) 

ROME — Somali pirates have released an Italian 
chemical tanker with 18 crew captured off the coast of Oman 
in December, the foreign ministry in Rome said on Monday. 

The Enrico Ievoli, owned by Naples-based shipping 
company Marnavi, was carrying caustic soda from the United 
Arab Emirates to the Mediterranean and has seven Indians, six 
Italians and five Ukrainians on board. 

"The foreign ministry confirms the release of the crew of 
the Italian ship 'Enrico Ievoli' off the Somali coast," the 
ministry said in a statement. 

Foreign Minister Giulio Terzi was quoted as expressing 
his "great satisfaction" and said it was part of "a wider 
diplomatic effort carried out also with Somali authorities in 
recent months." 

Italian Prime Minister Mario Monti in February asked his 
Somali counterpart Abdiweli Mohamed Ali to do "everything 
in his power" to ensure the release. 

"This incident is further confirmation of the gravity of the 
security threat posed by the phenomenon of piracy," Terzi said 
on Monday. 

Ship owner Domenico Ievoli was quoted by ANSA news 
agency as saying: "The ship has already left Somalia and there 
are Italian military on board." 

An Italian warship met the Ievoli after it came out of 
Somali waters and sent a party of armed marines aboard to 
protect it on the remainder of its journey. 

The Ievoli, a 138-metre (453-foot) vessel, was carrying 
15,750 tons of caustic soda when it was hijacked in the Indian 
Ocean. 

The Italian navy, which is taking part in anti-piracy 
operations in the region, had already thwarted an attack on the 
same ship in 2006 near Yemen. 

Three other hijacked Italian vessels were freed from 
Somali pirates in November and December, two of them 
reportedly following ransom payments, among dozens of ships 
that have been captured in recent years. 

There are no Italian vessels now in Somali captivity but 
pirates still hold hundreds of hostages and dozens of ships. 

The Savina Caylyn, an oil tanker with five Italians and 17 
Indians on board, was freed on December 21 after more than 
10 months in captivity. 

In November, the cargo ship Rosalia D'Amato with a 
crew of 21 was released after seven months in the hands of 
Somali pirates. 

Also in November, British and US commandos freed 
another Italian vessel, the Montecristo, with seven Italians, 10 
Ukrainians and six Indians on board. 

Kalashnikov-wielding pirates prowl far out across the 
Indian Ocean from their bases in war-torn northern Somalia, 
seizing foreign ships which they hold for several months 
demanding multi-million dollar ransoms. 
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23. Sino-Pak Defence Cooperation: Pakistan Navy Inducts First Fast Attack Craft 
(KARACHI EXPRESS TRIBUNE (PAKISTAN) 24 APR 12) 

ISLAMABAD -- Pakistan Navy is fully prepared to 
counter any force challenging the country’s sovereignty or 
threatening the security of its territorial waters, said the naval 
chief on Monday. 

Admiral Muhammad Asif Sandila was speaking as the 
chief guest at the commissioning ceremony of PNS Azmat, 
Pakistan’s first fast attack craft (missile) at the Xingang 
Shipyard in Tianjin, China. 

Admiral Sandila said the induction of PNS Azmat will 
supplement Pakistan Navy’s combat potential, according to a 
press release issued by the navy in Islamabad. 

Terming it a milestone in defence and strategic 
cooperation between Pakistan and China, he said the attack 
craft would indeed provide synergy in defence of the country’s 
sea frontiers. 

“Its immense firepower coupled with stealthy features 
makes it a real versatile platform which would not only prove 

vital for ensuring effective presence in our area of operations, 
but would bring a new dimension of operation of stealthy 
platform of this tonnage,” he said. 

Admiral Sandila said the commissioning of PNS Azmat 
concluded the construction of fast attack craft (missile) in 
China and the construction of a second craft will be completed 
in Pakistan by the end of 2012. 

PNS Azmat is the first of Azmat class fast attack craft 
(missile). Contract for construction of two fast attack craft was 
signed on the basis of transfer of technology (ToT). In that, the 
first craft was to be built in China and the second is being 
constructed at Karachi Shipyard & Engineering Works. 

The vessel is equipped with state-of-the-art weapons and 
sensors, including surface-to-surface missiles and has stealth 
features. 
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24. HMS Astute: Royal Navy's World-Beating £1.2bn Nuclear Submarine 
HMS Astute, the Royal Navy nuclear submarine is powered with a nuclear reactor the size of a dustbin. 
(LONDON TELEGRAPH (UK) 23 APR 12) 

It is 97m long, the equivalent of 10 London buses, and 
weighs 7,400 tonnes compared with the 5,000 tonnes managed 
by its predecessor, the Trafalgar class. 

It has the biggest "ears" of any sonar system in service 
today, with the processing power of 2,000 laptops. 

The nuclear reactor which drives the propulsion system is 
roughly the size of a dustbin but will last the 30-year life of 
the boat without needing to be replaced. 

But there are some other big numbers to bear in mind - 
the first three Astute class submarines (HMS Astute, Ambush 
and Artful) cost the Government £3.8bn, according to last 
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year's National Audit Office report, compared with an initial 
contract for £2.58bn. 

That report also showed the project was 47 months late, 
with an original in-service date for Astute of May 2005. 

What caused this four-year delay? The end of the Cold 
War and the gap between designing the Trafalgar class 
submarines meant a lot of nuclear submarine-building 
experience had disappeared, and contractor BAE Systems 
struggled with Astute's computer-aided design. Eventually, in 
2003, the Ministry of Defence had to promise more money 
and help was enlisted from US submarine builder Electric 
Boat, owned by General Dynamics. 

So finally, in November 2009, Astute started 18 months 
of sea trials. Rear Admiral Simon Lister, the Navy's director 
general of submarines, insists Astute will be an "asset" before 
the end of that period. 

The Astute class submarines are built at BAE System's 
huge yard at Barrow, which employs 5,000 people in the 
Cumbrian town. The company and the Navy have an order 
from the Ministry of Defence for a fourth boat, HMS 
Audacious, and are in negotiations over numbers five and six. 

Seven Trafalgar class submarines are due to be withdrawn 
over the coming years, and seven Astute vessels were planned 
to replace them. 

During the Cold War, submarines were used to tap 
telephone cables, and at present, there is a British submarine 
somewhere "east of Suez" every day of the year. 

HMS Astute has the capacity to send out a launch and 
recover personnel, although for security reasons neither BAE 
or the Navy would go into detail. There is also an access hatch 
for special forces troops. 

The "quantum leap" in Astute's capability also has a more 
human side. One of the benefits of the submarine being so 
much bigger than its predecessors is that her crew of 98 men 
will be the first in the Navy to have their own beds. 

Submariners at present work round the clock and have to 
"hot bunk," or share a bed with someone on the opposite shift 
pattern, one sleeping while the other one works. 

But conditions are still hardly luxurious. The captain is 
the only man who has his own room and wash-hand basin. 
The bunks for everyone else are stacked three high, with the 
middle bed the favoured choice - the top one is harder to get in 
to and the bottom one means being close to people's feet, 
which after 90 days without fresh air is not a desirable place to 
be. 

Each submariner has one small locker to keep all his 
worldly goods in during the three-month tours. 

The invention of the Sony Reader electronic book has 
transformed the life of one bibliophile submariner, who 
previously filled his tiny locker with novels and kept his 
clothes under his mattress. 

There are five showers and five toilets for the sailors. 
Astute is a huge improvement, but it will still be a special kind 
of person who can live on a submarine. 

A final piece of information that might disappoint 
devotees of Second World War films - the Astute is the first 
British submarine not to use an optical periscope. Instead of 
using what one of Astute's submariners described as a pair of 
glasses on the end of a pole, fibre-optic cables will stream 
footage down to TV screens. 
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25. Brazil Wants U.S. Military Technology Transfer Restrictions Lifted 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 23 APR 12) 

BRASILIA, Brazil — Brazil’s defense minister says he 
will press for the lifting of U.S. restrictions to military 
technology transfer in his upcoming talks with his American 
counterpart Leon Panetta. 

“It is very important that there be no obstacle to the 
acquisition of items with technological content,” Celso 
Amorim told the daily Folha de Sao Paulo on April 23. 

Amorim and Panetta are to meet here April 24 as part of 
the new Defense Cooperation Dialogue agreed during 
President Dilma Rousseff’s recent visit to Washington. 

Brasilia is now insisting on technology transfer in all its 
defense agreements. 

Amorim referred to the U.S. restriction which blocked the 
sale of 24 Super Tucano light attack aircraft made by Brazil’s 
top aeronautics firm Embraer to Venezuela in 2006. The 
planes have U.S.-built components. 

The technology transfer issue is a key factor in Brazil’s 
decision expected within a few months on a tender for 36 
multi-role combat aircraft. 

U.S. aviation giant Boeing’s F/A-18 Super Hornet is up 
against the Rafale fighter, made by French firm Dassault 
Aviation, and Swedish manufacturer Saab’s Gripen for the 
contract variously valued at between $4 billion and $7 billion. 

In addition to technology transfer, Brasilia also wants 
some of the jet fighters to be assembled in this country, which 
according to analysts might favor the Rafale. 

But Boeing is said to be offering a better price. 
Another irritant expected to come up in the Amorim-

Panetta talks is the U.S. cancelation of a $380 million contract 
with Embraer to buy 20 AT-29 Super Tucano aircraft from 
Embraer for the Afghan army. 

Embraer and its U.S. partner Sierra Nevada were awarded 
the contract in December but the U.S. Air Force called off the 
deal in February after a legal challenge from rival Hawker 
Beechcraft Corp. 

The Pentagon has called for a new round of bidding for 
the contract, but in any case, the equipment will not be 
delivered before 2014. 

The Brazilian-U.S. dialogue is also meant to resolve other 
issues such as the U.S. decision in 2008 to reactivate its Fourth 
Fleet in the South Atlantic, a strategic and resource-rich area 
where regional countries do not want any external military 
presence. 

Panetta began his first Latin America tour in Colombia on 
April 23 and will also to visit Chile after Brazil in a bid to 
boost military cooperation and regional security ties. 
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PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
26. Troops Back From Deployment More At Risk Of Car Accidents 
(LOS ANGELES TIMES 24 APR 12) ... Jerry Hirsch 

Members of the U.S. military -- especially enlisted troops 
in the Army and Marines -- were significantly more likely to 
cause auto accidents within six months of returning from 
deployment, according to a study by USAA Property and & 
Casualty Insurance Group, a major insurer for military 
families. 

These veterans probably are engaging in survival driving 
habits for a war zone, such as not stopping in traffic, driving 
fast and making sudden, unpredictable turns, experts said. But 
those driving practices create havoc back in the U.S. 

The insurance company looked at the driving record for 
each member in the study for the six months prior to 
deployment and then at their experience after returning to the 
U.S. The three-year study started in January 2007 and 
included 158,000 troops who had 171,000 deployments to 
various overseas locations. 

USAA found a 13% increase in at-fault accidents for 
troops within the first six months of returning from 
deployment. 

The increase in at-fault accidents was greatest for Army 
veterans, whose rate increased 23%, followed by Marines at 
12.5%, Navy veterans at 3% and Air Force veterans at 2%. 

Officers had far lower accident rates than enlisted troops, 
and drivers younger than 22 were more prone to crashes than 
older members of the military. 

USAA did not detect any elevation in fatal accidents. 
While it's long been suspected that veterans returning 

from war zones such as Iraq and Afghanistan were more likely 
to be in an accident, "this finally provides some empirical 
information about whether this happens and what the 

magnitude of the increase is," said Todd Rockwood, a 
professor of public health at the University of Minnesota. 

Military training is part of the equation, Rockwood said. 
"Things like obeying traffic signals and coming to a full 

and complete stop -- those aren't good in a war zone," 
Rockwood said. "Moving targets are harder to hit." 

Retired U.S. Army Master Sgt. Todd Nelson knows what 
Rockwood is talking about. He was injured when a small car 
carrying explosives targeted the vehicle in which Nelson was 
riding in Afghanistan in 2007. Nelson lost an eye and suffered 
horrific burns to his head and arm requiring skin grafts. 

When he returned home, Nelson found, "I didn't like 
vehicles being too close to me and I didn't like to drive the 
same speed as others ... I didn't want to let people merge in. 
That manifested itself in aggressive driving," which he learned 
to control. 

Bradley Hammond, who left the Army after serving in 
Iraq in 2006 and is now unemployed, said his wife still hates 
driving as a passenger in their car. 

"I want to drive as close to the middle as I can because 
subconsciously if I see a box or some trash on the side of the 
road I am thinking it will explode," said Hammond of 
Lakewood, Colo. "Sometimes I get a feeling someone is 
following me and I just turn. Something will set me off." 

Hammond said the U.S. military should do more to 
recondition personnel to drive normally in civilian situations 
when they return home. 

"We might see a pothole repair and think nothing of it, 
but they might see it as an area to avoid because it might be 
where an IED is buried," Rockwood said. 
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27. New Equal Opportunity Database Helps Better Track Complaints 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 23 APR 12) ... Ensign Amber Lynn Daniel, Diversity and Inclusion Public Affairs 

WASHINGTON -- As announced by NAVADMIN 
137/12, the Navy Equal Opportunity (EO) Office has worked 
with Defense Equal Opportunity Management Institute 
(DEOMI) to release the first centralized database within the 
Navy to track military Equal Opportunity formal and informal 
complaints, including sexual harassment and discrimination 
complaints. 

The Military Equal Opportunity Network (MEONet) is a 
standalone online web-based program that standardizes, tracks 
and reports administrative actions associated with the primary 
duties of Equal Opportunity advisors and Command Managed 
Equal Opportunity Program managers. 

The MEONet also serves as a valuable tool for Navy 
command leadership to assess command climate. The 
centralized database provides leadership the ability to identify 
complaint trends and implement corrective actions. 

"MEONet is a valuable resource for commanders to use 
when conducting command climate assessments, allowing 
them to establish and maintain a climate of inclusion," said 
George Bradshaw, director of Navy Equal Opportunity. 
"Establishing a climate of inclusion is a key component of the 

Navy's Equal Opportunity Program, and the MEONet will go 
a long way in assisting commanders in meeting this mission 
requirement." 

The MEONet allows users to track formal and informal 
EO complaints from initiation to resolution. Additionally, it 
offers features for users to track general assistance provided to 
military members. It can also generate standardized, printable 
Memorandum for the Record (MFR). 

The MEONet augments the current EO data collection 
process to include tracking of all general assistance provided 
to Sailors by Equal Opportunity advisors and Command 
Managed Equal Opportunity Program managers. The MEONet 
can also generate general status reports, including reports 
broken down by type of complaint, and demographic data of 
alleged offenders and demographic data of complainants. 

The MEONet training for Equal Opportunity advisors will 
debut in April 2012. Equal Opportunity advisors will be 
required to train their respective Command Managed Equal 
Opportunity Program managers by Sept. 28. Official release of 
the MEONet will begin Oct. 1. 
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28. Sterett Sailors Stay Connected To Family, Friends With United Through Reading 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 23 APR 12) ... Ensign Steven Mulherin, USS Sterett Public Affairs 

USS STERETT, At Sea -- Sailors assigned to guided-
missile destroyer USS Sterett (DDG 104) stayed connected 
with friends and families back home by participating in the 
United Through Reading (UTR) program, April 20. 

UTR is a nonprofit organization whose mission is "to 
unite military families facing physical separation by 
facilitating the bonding experience of reading together," 
according to the UTR website. 

The program works by recording videos of Sailors 
reading books and talking to their family, and then sending 
those videos back home. The reactions of children watching 
the videos are often recorded and sent back to the deployed 
service members. 

Sterett has been participating in UTR since deploying 
Dec. 7, 2011, with 38 Sailors using the program. In addition, 
Sterett Sailors have also recorded readings for Dailard 
Elementary School in San Diego, where Sterett is homeported, 
and the Corry Station Child Development Center in Pensacola, 
Fla. Sailors read for their own children as well as their 
children's friends who attend these schools. 

"Having used the program myself, I believe this is a great 
way to let our children know we are thinking of them even 
when we are far away," said Cryptologic Technician 
Collection 1st Class Kristen Steele, one of Sterett's UTR 
coordinators. "We get to see the smiles on our Sailors' faces 
while they are reading, and I know their children are smiling 
at home as well." 

Sterett plans to continue its participation with UTR 
throughout its entire deployment, said Personnel Specialist 
Gerardo Arbulu, another UTR coordinator. 

"We will continue to record the videos weekly and make 
sure that every Sailor knows of this great opportunity to stay 
connected with their children back home," said Arbulu. 

Sterett and USS Momsen (DDG 92) are part of Destroyer 
Squadron (DESRON) 9, currently embarked on USS Abraham 
Lincoln (CVN 72). Carrier Strike Group (CSG) 9 also 
includes USS Cape St. George (CG 71) and embarked Carrier 
Air Wing 2. CSG 9 is deployed to the U.S. 5th Fleet area of 
responsibility conducting maritime security operations, theater 
security cooperation efforts, and support missions as part of 
Operation Enduring Freedom. 
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29. Report Finds Hundreds More Veterans Discharged Illegally 
'Personality disorder' diagnosis means loss of government benefits 
(NEW LONDON DAY 23 APR 12) ... Lisa Chedekel, Conn. Health I-Team Writer 

The Department of Defense has illegally discharged 
hundreds of veterans since 2008 for alleged personality 
disorder, skirting requirements intended to reduce such 
diagnoses and depriving veterans of benefits, according to an 
analysis of data by the Vietnam Veterans of America (VVA). 

In a new report, the VVA national organization and 
Connecticut chapters, working with the Veterans Legal 
Services Clinic at Yale Law School, found that since fiscal 
year 2001, the military had discharged more than 31,000 
service members on the basis of personality disorder (PD). 
While regulations were tightened in 2008 to require more 
careful diagnosis and counseling, data provided to the VVA 
shows spotty compliance with those rules through 2009. And 
while discharges for PD dropped overall from 2008 to 2010, 
discharges for reported "adjustment disorder," or AD, 
remained substantial, the VVA's report says. 

"In the military, VVA believes that health care 
professionals may be using PD and AD interchangeably to 
expedite a service member's separation from the military," the 
report says. Some of those discharges may be based on 
intentional misdiagnoses, with troops actually suffering from 
combat-related post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD) or 
traumatic brain injury (TBI), VVA says. 

Unlike PTSD or TBI, the military considers personality 
disorder a pre-existing condition, and service members 
discharged on that basis cannot receive disability or other 
benefits. 

The law clinic's finding that 31,000 service members were 
discharged for personality disorder from 2001 to 2010 
represents a 19 percent increase over the 26,000 personality-
disorder discharges estimated by the federal General 
Accounting Office (GAO) from 2001 to 2007. 

Among the active-duty services, the Navy, which has a 
strong presence in Connecticut, has discharged the most 
service members - 7,735 - on the basis of personality disorder 
since fiscal year 2002, the report says. 

In a 2010 report, the GAO warned that the Department of 
Defense did not have "reasonable assurance" that its discharge 
requirements were being followed by the military branches. 
DOD officials have responded that they strengthened policies 
and boosted compliance reporting, and that troops who believe 
they are wrongly discharged can contest those decisions. 

The VVA, meanwhile, wants the military to take 
"meaningful action to review and correct the wrongful 
discharge" of thousands of troops since 2001. 

"Everyone agrees that illegal personality disorder 
discharges occurred," said Robert Cuthbert Jr., a student intern 
with the Veterans Legal Services Clinic at the Yale Law 
School, which represents VVA in Freedom of Information 
litigation. "Some of these veterans may suffer from 
undiagnosed PTSD or TBI. The Department of Defense must 
act justly, responsibly, and promptly to help them heal." 

The full VVA report is available here: www.vva.org/ppd-
whitepaper.html 
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30. City Settles With Navy Reservist, Firefighter 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 23 APR 12) 

BOSTON — A Massachusetts firefighter who claimed 
city officials bypassed him for promotion because he missed 
work for military duty will be getting a bump in rank. 

A federal judge still must approve the court settlement 
that retroactively promotes Pittsfield firefighter Jeffrey 
Rawson to lieutenant. 

He’ll also get about $22,000 in back pay and other 
earnings. 

Pittsfield officials will undergo training in a law that says 
civilian employers can’t discriminate against military 
members in employment matters because of their uniformed 
service obligations. 

Pittsfield’s mayor had no comment on the case Monday. 
Court records show the city denies violating federal law 

and also doesn’t admit Rawson’s allegations as part of the 
settlement. 

The firefighter first filed a complaint with the U.S. Labor 
Department, before the case went to Justice Department 
officials. Government lawyers represented Rawson after he 
filed the federal lawsuit. 

He became a Pittsfield firefighter in 1990. Starting in 
2001, he was in the Massachusetts Army National Guard for 
about a year before starting his service as a Navy reservist. 

Rawson’s lawsuit said he went on active military duty for 
about a year starting in 2007, and for about half of 2009. 

He took the lieutenant’s test in late 2009, earning the 
second highest score. But city officials promoted the 
firefighter with the third highest score ahead of him. 

The acting fire chief reportedly told Rawson he was never 
at work and had to decide if he worked for the Navy or the 
Pittsfield Fire Department. 

The firefighter said in his lawsuit that a letter from the 
city cited his time away for military service as justification for 
bypassing him for the lieutenant’s job. 

U.S. Attorney Carmen Ortiz said in a Monday statement 
that while military members’ temporary absences create 
challenges for employers, service members “endure much 
greater challenges to protect our precious freedom.” 
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31. Naval History And Heritage Command Director Resigns 
(NAVY TIMES 23 APR 12) ... Sam Fellman 

The director of the Navy’s historical command resigned 
Monday, the Navy’s top spokesman Rear Adm. Denny 
Moynihan said, in the wake of an inspector general report that 
found his command struggling with decaying records and 
fraying ties to historians. 

Jay DeLoach, a retired rear admiral, had led the Naval 
History and Heritage Command, which is based at 
Washington Navy Yard, since 2008. In that job, he had 
overseen 112 employees who preserve and archive the Navy’s 
historical collections, a voluminous collection of records, 
artifacts, art and photographs, as well as 12 Navy museums. 

DeLoach arrived as an iconoclast — challenging what he 
saw as a hidebound, “introverted” center to better serve the 
needs of the fleet. He called for “forward-looking historians.” 

But the problems mounted. For decades, the historical 
collections have suffered from underfunding and poor 
facilities and a growing backlog of uncataloged holdings. 
Sensitive artifacts and photos were stored in buildings with 
broken or nonexistent temperature and humidity controls, with 
much of the history command’s 230,000 square feet of storage 
space unsuited to house these items, a Navy Inspector General 
report found in December, adding: “Consequently, the history 
and heritage of the United States Navy is in jeopardy.” 

The IG also reported a growing chasm between the 
command under DeLoach and the academic and museum 

community, with whom the center works to provide official 
Navy records and artifacts to the public. DeLoach had let an 
advisory committee of esteemed naval historians expire in 
2010. 

Moreover, the IG found an alarming disenfranchisement 
of the civilian staff, who serve as librarians, historians, 
archivists and curators. Many of these historical professionals, 
who make up the majority of the center’s staff, felt that under 
DeLoach, they were ignored and left out of important 
decisions. 

DeLoach inarguably succeeded in one area: money. The 
historical command secured $38 million for fiscal year 2012, a 
46 percent increase from the year before, which the command 
plans to use to hire staff to process the huge backlog of 
holdings. 

Capt. Jerry Hendrix, the director of the Navy Secretary’s 
historical advisory panel, has been named the command’s 
interim director, said NHHC spokeswoman Lt. Cmdr. Heidi 
Lenzini. DeLoach will step down on May 15. 

“My successor will bring a new infusion of energy to the 
command to continue on our journey into the future,” 
DeLoach said in a statement. “The past four years at NHHC 
has tested every aspect of my professional talents and 
leadership and I am confident of the legacy of change and the 
connection with our Navy that I leave to my successor.” 
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FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
32. Navy Defends LCS Amid New Reports of Failures 
(MILITARY.COM 23 APR 12) ... Philip Ewing 

The Navy defended a controversial new warship on 
Monday amid reports of leaks and equipment failures, saying 
the problems had been corrected and did not represent long-
term issues. A government watchdog group, however, warned 
that the ship could be unsafe. 

The Project On Government Oversight said in a letter to 
the chairmen of the House and Senate Armed Services 
Committees that it had obtained internal Navy reports 
documenting problems aboard the littoral combat ship USS 
Freedom. The San Diego-based Freedom is the first in a new 
class of small, fast, modular warships that carry the hopes of a 
Navy brass eager to grow a shrinking, aging fleet. 

Despite Navy leaders' enthusiasm about the Freedom 
specifically and LCS generally, POGO's letter said the Navy's 
own reports show the ship has endured almost nonstop 
problems since it entered service. It had equipment failures 
two of every three days over three years until it entered dry 
dock; it lost power for a time in a "darken ship event" that left 
it adrift; and it may have design problems that could plague 
the subsequent ships of its type, POGO said. 

All these issues meant Navy commanders had to restrict 
the ship's speed and the sea conditions in which the Freedom 
could operate, POGO said, raising questions about its utility as 
a warship. 

"These problems merit explanation from the Navy," wrote 
POGO's executive director, Danielle Brian. "We hope 
questions related to the issues we raise in this letter are 
incorporated into your annual oversight of the Navy's budget 
request and programs." 

Chris Johnson, a spokesman for Naval Sea Systems 
Command, said the Freedom's leaks had been "well reported" 
when they happened and had since been repaired during its 
prolonged visits to dry dock. The limitations on speed and sea 
state were in effect only until the ship entered the yard, he 
said, and today the Freedom "is approved to operate within the 
full scope of its designed operating envelope." 

As for subsequent ships in the class, Johnson said the 
Navy making sure the Freedom's problems do not reoccur 
aboard the USS Fort Worth or the USS Milwaukee. 

Service leaders reaffirmed their support of LCS last week 
at the Navy League's annual trade show outside Washington. 
Undersecretary of the Navy Robert Work told attendees that 
LCS remained the ship the Navy needs for its future -- it 
would make the crews aboard potential small enemy vessels 
fear coming out to sea, he said, "because it will kick their ass -
- and you can quote me on that." 

But POGO's letter argued that the Freedom's leaks and 
equipment failures suggest there are bigger problems with the 
class, and that the ships could even pose a risk to their crews 
on missions down the road. 

"These cracking issues and the limitations [of speed and 
sea conditions] are indicative of a larger problem with the 
ship," Brian's letter said. 

"A darken ship event during counter-drug trafficking 
operations is a dangerous failure, but had this occurred while 
the LCS was pursuing any of its other missions, such as anti-
submarine warfare or surface warfare, this failure could have 
been fatal. The cracking, and many of the equipment failures 
on the ship, endanger the lives of all personnel who board it." 

At very least, Brian said, POGO's documents show the 
Freedom is not ready to take its next "trial deployment" to 
Singapore, now scheduled for next year. The Obama 
administration plans to forward-deploy LCS ships there to 
save the need for a long transit across the Pacific from Hawaii 
or the west coast. 

LCS has been controversial since it was first proposed -- 
the 3,000-ton ships are favorite targets of acquisition 
reformers who object to their delays and cost overruns. And 
they have been the subject of intense debate inside the naval 
world, where skeptics worry about the complexity of their 
interchangeable mission gear; the heavy workload for their 
small crews; and the Navy's conscious decision to field a 
relatively thin-skinned warship that cannot trade punches like 
a heavier destroyer or cruiser. 

Navy leaders -- including Work, Navy Secretary Ray 
Mabus, Chief of Naval Operations Adm. Jonathan Greenert 
and others -- insist the Navy of tomorrow needs a new kind of 
warship that LCS represents. Decoupling the vessels from 
their mission equipment opens up more possibilities for what 
they can carry, officials say, and using unmanned aircraft, 
boats and submarines lets Sailors stand safely away from 
danger. 

The Navy's planned fleet of 55 LCS ships forms a major 
chunk of its planned surface fleet, which has shrunk and aged 
despite the era of record defense spending since 2001. Despite 
the appearance of problems with both types of LCS, the Navy 
has decided to stick with its program and adapt to the ships, 
rather than the other way around. For example, Work said last 
week LCS crews would be sent on four-month deployments, 
rather than the six-month cruises assigned to legacy ships, to 
accommodate the smaller LCS crews. 
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33. Navy Demonstrates Common Control System On Three Different Types Of Hardware 
(DEFENSE DAILY 24 APR 12) ... Pat Host 

NATIONAL HARBOR, Md. --The Navy demonstrated 
Common Control System (CCS) software on three different 
types of hardware, according to a service spokeswoman. 

Those three types of hardware are: Dell R200 Server with 
Dell OptiPlex 

755 desktop computer, which was demonstrated at Naval 
Air Warfare Center Weapons Division; Dell Precision R5400 

Rack Workstation servers at NAWC Aircraft Division and 
Dell Precision T5400 Tower Workstation with SuperMicro 
servers at Washington Planning Center, Washington Navy 
Yard, according to a service spokeswoman. 

The NAWC-WD demonstrations took place Oct. 26, 
2011; NAWC-AD demos Dec. 1-2, 2011 and the Washington 
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Planning Center demos March 14, according to a service 
spokeswoman. 

CCS is a software-only solution intended to address 
common requirements for current and future unmanned aerial 
systems (UAS), according to a Navy statement. CCS is 
currently being developed for the Unmanned Carrier-
Launched Airborne Surveillance System (UCLASS) and 
Medium Range Maritime Unmanned Aerial System (MRM 
UAS) and will be available for use with other unmanned 
vehicles, including air, surface and subsurface, in the future, 
according to a service statement. 

Rear Adm. William Shannon, program executive officer 
for unmanned aviation and strike weapons, told an audience 
April 17 at the Sea Air Space Exposition, hosted by the Navy 
League, the service has started the development and the 
framework for CCS. 

"We were also able to dissociate the presentation layer 
from the rest of the program, which is important if you want to 
make changes to the presentation layer," he said. 

Shannon said the need to have one control system able to 
operate multiple unmanned aerial vehicles (UAV) is critical to 
the future of unmanned for the Navy and Marine Corps. 

"We need to be consistent and we need to stay with it so 
we're not constantly re-training our operators because they see 
a unique and different user interface," Shannon said about 
CCS, which he said is not a program of record. "It needs to be 
a common and similar interface that will help them move from 
one system to another." 

In addition to being able to run multiple UAVs from one 
control system, CCS is important so the services don't waste 
money buying the same products, Shannon said. He suggested 
paying a license fee or, perhaps, getting a CCS already 
developed by another government agency. 

"It is critical for the government to own the framework so 
we don't...have to buy, what essentially is a very similar 
framework, over and over again," Shannon said. 
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34. Navy Eyeing Mid-July Deadline For NGEN Bids 
(DEFENSE DAILY 24 APR 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

The Navy is targeting a mid-July deadline for industry to 
submit proposals in the competition for the successor to the 
Navy Marine Corps Intranet (NMCI) known as the Next 
Generation Enterprise Network (NGEN), according to a 
document. 

The Navy is expected to release the final request for 
proposals (RFP) "on or around" Friday and is setting an 
approximate July 13 deadline for industry teams to provide 
their bids, according to the document. The dates were outlined 
in a pre-solicitation alert for industry that was posted on 
Thursday. The services contacts could reach a combined value 
of $10 billion over a five-year period. 

The final RFP had been expected in December, but the 
Navy delayed it, instead reissuing draft RFPs to get more 
feedback from industry, most recently in March (Defense 
Daily, Mar. 19, 2012). 

Navy acquisition chief Sean Stackley told reporters after 
appearing before a congressional committee last month that 
the final RFP was delayed because the service wants to ensure 
the RFP is thorough and promotes an effective competition. 

NGEN is intended to provide secure, net-centric data and 
services to the Navy and Marine Corps personnel and is 
expected to come online as the successor to NMCI in 2014. 
NMCI is the largest U.S. government information technology 
program. It serves more than 700,000 users and consists of 
384,000 workstations and laptop computers. 

The Navy is competing two separate contracts under the 
program, one for enterprise services and the other for transport 
services, but it's possible one bidding team can win both. 

Hewlett-Packard holds the contract for NMCI and plans 
to bid, along with partners Northrop Grumman, IBM and 
AT&T. 

Harris Corp. and Computer Sciences Corp. have formed a 
team that also includes General Dynamics and Verizon 
Communications. 

Lockheed Martin spokeswoman Darci Bushey said the 
firm is considering whether to bid and is looking at partnering 
with Dell and others she would not name. 

"We have been in talks with Dell and other industry 
companies," she said, adding those companies include ones 
from the defense and communications sectors. 
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35. Missile Agency Buys, Makes Unready Technology 
(WASHINGTON TIMES 23 APR 12) ... Shaun Waterman 

The Missile Defense Agency (MDA) is producing and 
buying technology before it is fully ready, crippling its efforts 
to develop a system that can intercept ballistic warheads from 
Iran or other rogue states, according to federal auditors. 

“Committing to product development before … 
technologies mature, or committing to production and fielding 
before development is complete, is a high-risk strategy that 
often results in performance shortfalls, unexpected cost 
increases, schedule delays, and test problems,” a report from 
the Government Accountability Office(GAO) says. 

The report says problems and test failures last year with 
the Ground-based Midcourse Defense system, the Aegis sea-

borne missile and theTerminal High Altitude Area Defense 
were due to this strategy. 

For instance, the cost of flight-testing the Ground-based 
Midcourse Defense system more than quadrupled from $236 
million to $1 billion after a design flaw was discovered when 
production already was under way. 

The report calls the missile agency’s strategy of acquiring 
technology “concurrent” because development, testing and 
production all take place at the same time. 

“Because MDA continues to employ concurrent 
strategies, it is likely that it will continue to experience these 
kinds of acquisition problems,” the report, issued Friday, 
concludes. 
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The MDA’s own figures show that more than $149 billion 
dollars has been spent on missile defense since 1985. But 
Stephen I. Schwartz of the Center for Nonproliferation Studies 
said that, adjusting for inflation and including ancillary costs 
excluded from the MDA, the real number is more like $274 
billion. 

The agency has yet to conduct a successful test against a 
missile employing special countermeasures to confuse and 
deflect interceptors, as most real ballistic missile systems do. 

“There is a political timeline and agenda that doesn’t meet 
a scientific, development and security timeline,” said Rep. 

Michael R. Turner, Ohio Republican and chairman of a House 
Armed Forces subcommittee that oversees missile defense. “It 
does not appear that it can deliver the protection for U.S. 
homeland that this administration promised.” 

An MDA spokesman said the agency largely concurred 
with the report’s recommendations. 

“Some concurrence between development, flight testing 
and production is necessary,” said MDA spokesman Richard 
Lehner in an e-mail. “It is not practical to suspend suppliers 
while we wait till all flight tests are complete for missile 
defense systems.” 
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36. Striking Lockheed Martin Workers Picket In Texas 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 23 APR 12) 

FORT WORTH, Texas — Unhappy with proposed 
changes to health care benefits and pension plans, dozens of 
Lockheed Martin workers started picketing Monday at a North 
Texas plant where F-35 stealth fighter jets are made, as well as 
outside flight test centers in two other states. 

The strike by Fort Worth-based Machinists Local 776 
began after the 3,600 union members voted overwhelmingly 
Sunday to reject the aerospace company's latest contract offer. 
Union members oppose the company's proposed changes to 
the health care and pension plans — including higher 
deductibles and co-payments — and eliminating pension for 
newly hired workers, said union spokesman Bob Wood. 

"With the higher deductibles, it's a higher cost for 
workers, and that can get expensive very quickly," Wood said. 
"We're really drawing a line in the sand." 

The company said it believes the offer, which comes with 
wage increases of 3 percent each year, a $3,000 signing bonus 
and increased retirement income for current workers, is fair. 
There are no other meetings scheduled between the company 
and union. 

Lockheed Martin spokesman Joe Stout said the Fort 
Worth plant remains open and no problems have been 
reported. Some employees have been assigned alternate job 
duties to take over for the striking workers, Stout said. 

Still, last week Lockheed informed its customers — the 
military branches — about the possibility of a work stoppage 
as required by its federal contracts, Stout said. 

Union members also were picketing Monday outside 
Edwards Air Force Base in California and Patuxtent River 
Naval Air Station in Maryland. Each flight test center has 
fewer than 150 union members. 

The International Association of Machinists and 
Aerospace Workers District Lodge 776 represents about a 
quarter of the 14,000 workers at the Lockheed Martin plant. 
Those on strike do most of the aircraft assembly and 
manufacturing work on the F-35 and F-16 fighter jets or 
service the machines and facilities. 

The F-35 Joint Strike Fighter is a supersonic stealth jet 
and is the nation's most advanced and expensive weapons 
program. Concerns about its safety, cost overruns and 
questions about the entire program's feasibility have delayed 
pilot training and caused increased scrutiny by the Pentagon 
and Congress. 

Built by Lockheed Martin under a 2001 contract, the F-35 
is supposed to replace Cold War-era aircraft such as the Air 
Force's F-16 fighter and the Navy's and Marines' F/A-18 
Hornet. 

Costing between $65 million and $100 million each, 
depending on the version, the F-35 is described as a 
generational leap from older fighter jets. A single-seat aircraft, 
it can fly at speeds of about 1,050 mph. 
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BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
37. Ships Get A Public Send-Off As Navy Week NOLA Ends 
(NEW ORLEANS TIMES-PICAYUNE 23 APR 12) ... Paul Purpura 

As the British frigate HMS Montrose pulled into view 
around the Mississippi River bend at Algiers Point on 
Monday, Jan Perera excitedly grabbed her decorative 
American flag and alerted her sister. “Here it comes, here it 
comes,” Perera yelled to Gail Burgess atop the levee as St. 
Louis Cathedral’s bells reverberated over the water. “Hauling 
it, too, boy.” 

The sisters from East Jefferson were among hundreds of 
people who flocked to the French Quarter riverfront and the 
West Bank levee to see the final moments of Navy Week 
NOLA. 

In contrast to the hard rain that dampened their arrival last 
Tuesday, the tall ships and warships -- nine, in all -- departed 
under clear skies before 11 a.m. 

More than 121,000 people toured the ships in five days, 
according to event planners. About 13,000 people toured the 
USS Wasp on Sunday alone, a record for the 23-year-old 
amphibious assault ship, said Mark Romig, who led the city’s 
Navy Week planning committee. 

“New Orleans has a long and important history with the 
military, and an event of this magnitude is one we were happy 
to host,” Mayor Mitch Landrieu said. 

Navy Week NOLA jump-started the three-year national 
celebration of the bicentennial of both the War of 1812 and 
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“The Star-Spangled Banner.” The Navy, Marine Corps and 
Coast Guard plan to conclude the commemorations in New 
Orleans in 2015, on the bicentennial of the Battle of New 
Orleans. 

An air show over Lake Pontchartrain featuring the Navy 
and Marine Corps’ Blue Angels was canceled during the 
weekend because of thunderstorms Saturday and wind on the 
otherwise sunny Sunday. 

“While we were disappointed about the air show, we 
believe we made the right decision based on the information 
that we had,” Romig said. 

Other than the tolling of church bells, a formal Navy 
Week NOLA departure ceremony Monday was not planned. 
But that didn’t stop Philip and Kathleen Hubbell of Algiers 

Point from going to the levee near their home with five 
American flags — two for themselves and three to share. 

“I just wanted to salute the Sailors,” said Philip Hubbell, 
the son of a Navy officer. “It’s nice to see the Navy come to 
see our city. I’m just sorry we didn’t get to see the Blue 
Angels.” 

Burgess and Perera considered driving as far as Venice in 
lower Plaquemines Parish to see the departing ships, because 
Navy service runs in their family. Their father and uncle 
served aboard Navy ships during World War II, and Burgess’ 
husband also was a Sailor. 

“Patriotic pride,” Burgess said. “Just some way to 
recognize their efforts.” 

View Gallery (15 Photos) 
View Clip (RT: 1:00) 
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38. New Orleans Bids Farewell To Navy Week Ships 
(WWL CBS NEW ORLEANS 23 APR 12) 

As bells tolled in St. Louis Cathedral and other churches 
along the Mississippi River, a flotilla of United States and 
international ships left New Orleans Apr. 23, at the end of the 
first Navy Week commemorating the bicentennial of the War 
of 1812. 

Nine ships from six nations hosted visits by more than 
110,000 people at their berths along the east bank of the 
Mississippi River. 

The six-day celebration of the sea services honored the 
men and women of the military through public events and 
recognition, and also provided an opportunity to showcase the 
capabilities of surface platforms, equipment and the skills of 
the men and women serving aboard these vessels. 

“The visit was a success,” said Lt. Michael Welgan, one 
of the De Wert’s engineering officers. “We had a chance to 
showcase our ship to New Orleans and the outlying 
communities. I have been to New Orleans in the past, but it 
was nice to return and introduce my shipmates to the culture 
the area has to offer.” 

Three U.S. Navy ships -- the amphibious assault ship USS 
Wasp (LHD 1), the destroyer USS Mitscher (DDG 57), and 
the frigate USS De Wert (FFG 45) were joined by tall ships 
from Indonesia, Ecuador and the U.S. Coast Guard barque 
Eagle, as well FS Germinal from France, HMS Montrose from 
Great Britain and HMCS St. John’s from Canada. 

The commemoration in New Orleans was an opportunity 
for Sailors and Marines to engage the American public to 
increase awareness and knowledge of the Navy, Marine Corps 
and Coast Guard, and the vital role these services play in 
defense of the nation and the projection of the maritime power 
and security. 

“This is a fantastic opportunity for our Sailors and 
Marines to tell their story, and the story of the sea services,” 
said Capt. Gary Boardman, commanding officer of USS 
Wasp. “I would like my Sailors to reflect back on what we as 
a Navy accomplished back in 1812 and look at how far we 
have come.” 

Events throughout the week included a seafood cook-off 
competition featuring local celebrity chefs teamed with 
military culinary specialists at Woldenberg Park, service 
bands playing throughout the French Quarter and a daily 
schedule of ship tours. 

Visitors the ships were surprised at the amount of 
interactive, hands-on opportunities to handle Marine Corps 
and Navy gear, vehicles and weapons, under the watchful 
supervision of crew members and Marines. 

Cliff Morrison brought his 12-year-old granddaughter 
Taylor from Baton Rouge to tour the ships. 

“I like the M-16s and big guns,” she said. “When I’m 
older, I want to follow in my great grandfather’s footsteps and 
join the military.” 

While New Orleans is known for its nightlife and food, 
liberty wasn’t the only mission during this port visit. Nearly a 
dozen community relations projects were completed, and the 
ships performed normal underway training on the way to and 
from New Orleans. 

Sailors and Marines from the ships, as well as Navy 
Seabees from Gulfport, Miss., rolled up their sleeves and 
planted trees along Lake Pontchartrain, built a house with 
Habitat for Humanity and visited children in local hospitals. 

Chief Operations Specialist Clifford Dillard from USS 
Mitscher, participated in a three-day project at Boystown 
where he helped sanding and painting. 

“We were warmly received,” said Dillard, “a lot of people 
didn’t know that the Sailors did projects like that.” 

Commemorative events are scheduled to continue along 
the East Coast and Great Lakes over the next three years in 14 
cities, culminating in New Orleans in January 2015, the 
bicentennial of the Battle of New Orleans. In 1815, a mostly 
volunteer army led by future president Andrew Jackson 
defeated a much larger British force at Chalmette, securing the 
Mississippi River and the entire Louisiana Purchase. U.S. 
Navy Sailors and U.S. Marines were among the defenders, and 
Navy cannon contributed to the firepower that devastated 
10,000 crack British troops. 

Two hundred years ago, the United States was a sparsely 
populated, newly independent country fighting a war with 
Great Britain – the world’s largest empire – over disputed 
borders and maritime superiority. The War of 1812 brought 
forth many heroic acts on land and at sea in defense of our 
freedom and national sovereignty. 

“The Navy’s role in the War of 1812 reemphasizes the 
Navy Core Values we have today,” said Cmdr. Vince W. 
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Baker, De Wert’s commanding officer. “It shows what the 
Navy has been doing well for 200 years on the world seas” 

Photo Galleries 

 WWL Flies with the Blue Angels (33 Photos) 

 'Tall Ships' and other vessels at Navy Week (23 
Photos) 

 USS Wasp at Navy Week ((15 Photos) 
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39. USS Constitution Sailors Help Renovate School Destroyed By Hurricane Katrina 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 23 APR 12) ... Seaman Michael Achterling, USS Constitution Public Affairs 

GRETNA, La. -- Sailors assigned to USS Constitution 
participated in a community service project to help renovate 
property at Reed Elementary School in New Orleans, April 20. 

Reed Elementary School was one of three schools 
destroyed by Hurricane Katrina in 2005. Sailors helped the 
City Year New Orleans-sponsored event as part of New 
Orleans Navy Week, April 16-23. 

"To be able to assist City Year at an elementary school 
that was decimated by Hurricane Katrina was an honor," said 
Boatswain's Mate 1st Class (SW) Conrad Hunt, Constitution. 
"Doing volunteer service projects is a wonderful way to show 
my appreciation to the people that I serve." 

Sailors painted flower beds, built wooden waste container 
storages and provided general clean-up services. 

"I love volunteering within the community," said Damage 
Control Fireman Ashley Fairfax, Constitution. "Giving back to 
a community is something that makes you proud and smile at 
the end of the day." 

City Year New Orleans' service programs include school-
based service and community engagement. They have 23 
active locations across the United States and two international 
sites. 

"City Year's primary mission is to keep kids in school and 
make sure they are on track to graduate," said Peggy 
Mendoza, executive officer for City Year New Orleans. "It's 
really inspiring to see our corps members serve alongside 
military service members. Everyone is donating their own 
time to help out this school." 

The volunteer event at Reed Elementary School is one of 
29 community relation projects taking place during New 
Orleans Navy Week. 

New Orleans is the second of eight Navy Weeks 
Constitution Sailors are scheduled to participate in throughout 
2012, celebrating the bicentennial of the War of 1812. The 
primary purpose of Navy Week is to increase Navy awareness 
by presenting the Navy to Americans who live in cities that 
normally do not have a significant naval presence. New 
Orleans Navy Week will showcase the mission, capabilities 
and achievements of the U.S. Navy and provide residents the 
opportunity to meet Sailors firsthand. 

Constitution is the world's oldest commissioned warship 
afloat and welcomes more than 500,000 visitors per year. She 
defended the sea lanes against threat from 1797 to 1855, much 
like the mission of today's Navy. America's Navy: Keeping the 
sea free for more than 200 years. 
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40. USS Wasp CS Finishes First In Navy Week New Orleans Seafood Cook-Off 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 22 APR 12) ... USS Wasp Public Affairs 

NEW ORLEANS -- A Sailor from multipurpose 
amphibious assault ship USS Wasp (LHD 1), competed 
against culinary specialists from various U.S. and foreign 
Navy commands, in the "LA Seafood Cook-Off" at the 
Woldenberg Riverfront Park during Navy Week New Orleans 
April 20. 

Eleven well-known Louisiana chefs were paired with 
culinary specialists including Culinary Specialist 2nd Class 
(SW/AW) Solrosita De Perio from each of the visiting ships in 
port. 

Event coordinators partnered De Perio with Chef Johnny 
Blancher, owner of Ye Olde College Inn, a local New Orleans 
restaurant. 

"I think a key thing for CS2 De Perio to take away from 
this is that being a culinary specialist in the Navy is more than 
just being a cook aboard a ship, and making three meals a day. 
It's an opportunity to be creative and have fun with your job," 
said Cmdr. Darrel Mathis, Wasp supply officer. "She is a chef 
in her own right and she should be proud of what she did here 
today." 

The duo started their day with $200 to spend on 
ingredients, and first traveled to Rouses Market in downtown 
New Orleans to shop for ingredients. They were assisted by 
award-winning and nationally famous New Orleans chef, 
Susan Spicer. 

"It was an awesome experience," said Chief Culinary 
Specialist Lakesia Jackson, supply leading petty officer aboard 
Wasp. "I enjoyed everything from watching them shop for 
ingredients to the presentation of the award." 

De Perio and Blancher along with the other 10 teams had 
30 minutes to prepare a dish using any ingredients they 
wanted with the only required ingredient being at least one of 
Louisiana's crab, oysters, shrimp, fish or crawfish. 

Six judges including local celebrity chefs and visiting 
military dignitaries rated the culinary creations on three 
factors: presentation, creativity, and taste. 

"It was great seeing what other chefs from all over the 
world bring to the table," said Mathis. We were able to see 
how they cook, how they prepare meals and how they go 
about doing the things in comparison to how we do things. 
That was a big thing for us." 

When all was said and done, De Perio and Blancher took 
top honors, leaving an honorable mention in the competition 
to a culinary specialist from the French frigate FS Germinal 
who was partnered with celebrity chef Rene Bajeux. 

"It feels amazing to take home the win today," said De 
Perio. "I got to work with a great chef and learned a few skills 
I can take back to the ship." 

Approximately 3,000 Sailors and Marines, nine ships 
from the United States, France, Canada, Great Britain, 
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Ecuador, and Indonesia, and about three dozen aircraft are 
involved in the Navy Week New Orleans events. 

Wasp wraps up Navy Week New Orleans April 23 and 
heads next to Navy Week Port Everglades, Fla. The Navy 

Weeks, both War of 1812 Bicentennial Commemoration 
events, salute all Sailors and Marines who fought gallantly in 
that conflict, served in out nations' conflicts since then, and 
who are defending freedom around the world today. 
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41. Full Lineup Announced For Great Tennessee Air Show 
(MURFREESBORO (TN) DAILY NEWS JOURNAL 23 APR 12) 

SMYRNA — The United States Navy Blue Angels 
precision flight demonstration team will soar into Middle 
Tennessee for the 2012 Great Tennessee Air Show on 
Saturday, May 12 and Sunday, May 13. 

Presented by the Smyrna/Rutherford County Airport 
Authority, this year's show also features many other exciting 
aerobatic acts, military and civilian aircraft on display, and a 
Kid Zone. 

The internationally renowned U.S. Navy Blue Angels will 
headline this year's show. Their last Great Tennessee Air 
Show appearance was in 2008. 

The 2012 Great Tennessee Air Show will also include 
performances by renowned pilot Corkey Fornof, the iconic 
stunt pilot who has more than 17,000 hours of flight time in 
nearly 300 different aircraft and has appeared in several 
Hollywood movies and the grace and magic of power-less 
flight by paraplegic Dan Buchanan in his TK-17 Hang-glider. 

Rob Holland, 2011 National Unlimited Aerobatic 
Champion and World Aerobatics Freestyle winner, and Viper 
pilot Jason Newburg are returning favorites, joined this season 
by Matt Chapman in his Embry-Riddle 580 Eagle, Michael 
Wiskus in the Lucas Oil Pitts and John Klatt in his Air 
National Guard Staudacher S-300 racing Neal Darnell's Jet 
Dragster in their Max Adrenaline Wall of Fire. The war-bird 
enthusiasts will particularly enjoy the show when Scott 
"Scooter" Yoak in his P-51 Mustang and Dave Folk in his 
F4U Corsair take to the skies. Veteran announcer Danny 
Clisham will return to give his uniquely styled play-by-play. 
New this season will be appearances by the U.S. Navy Seals' 

Parachute team, the Leapfrogs. For more information on each 
performer, please visit the Great Tennessee Air Show website. 

Static displays include the following aircraft: WC-130, C-
5, KC-10, T-38, UH-60, UH-72, MH-60S, MH-53, F/A-18, F-
15, KC-135, AH-1W, UH-1N, F-5, and M-142. 

"The Great Tennessee Air Show is a fantastic opportunity 
for Tennesseans to get up close and personal with aviation," 
said John Black, Executive Director of the Smyrna Airport. 
"We strive to produce one of the most entertaining air shows 
in the country and to inspire our youth, our next generation of 
pilots." 

Ticketing is available online throughout the entire 
weekend atwww.greattennesseeairshow.com. 

Advance general admission for children ages 4 to 12 is 
$8, gate admission is $10, and children under age 4 are free. 
Adult tickets (ages 12 and older) are $20 in advance and $25 
at the gate the day of the show. 

Premium Box Seating and Flight Line Club tickets are 
also available. Advance prices are available through Friday, 
May 11. Gates open at 8am daily with flying beginning at 
approximately 11:30am daily; free parking is available. 
Visitors are encouraged to arrive early to ensure the best 
seating and enjoy the static displays and numerous concession 
options. 

This year's air show coincides with Nashville Navy Week 
(May 7-13). The goal of every Navy Week is to give area 
residents an opportunity to meet some of the Navy's Sailors 
and learn about the Navy's critical missions and its broad 
ranging capabilities. 

For more information, visit www.navyweek.org. 
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42. Staten Island's Fleet Week To Run From May 23-30 
(STATEN ISLAND ADVANCE 23 APR 12) ... Michael Sedon 

STATEN ISLAND, N.Y. -- The tall ships are coming! 
Seventeen tall ships -- along with 10 warships -- will sail 

into New York Harbor next month to kick off the city's Fleet 
Week celebration. Also being celebrated are the bicentennial 
of the War of 1812 and the writing of "The Star Spangled 
Banner." 

The international flotilla will be led by the U.S. Coast 
Guard cutter "Eagle," and will pass under the Verrazano-
Narrows Bridge, enter New York Harbor, and sail up the 
Hudson River to the George Washington Bridge. The ships 
will then turn and head to their respective berths in Manhattan, 
Brooklyn and Staten Island. 

Three of the ships -- which are an impressive 250 feet or 
so in length -- will head to Staten Island, arriving around 2 
p.m. 

Colombia's "Glory," Ecuador's "Guayas," and Brazil's 
"Cisne Branco" will be berthed at The Sullivans' pier at the 
former Stapleton homeport for the duration of Fleet Week, 
which runs May 23-30. 

Operation Sail Inc., a non-profit organization established 
to advance sail training and establish goodwill among nations, 
is bringing the sailing ships, along with seven U.S. Navy ships 
and three foreign military ships -- to the city for the Parade of 
Sail, which begins at 8 a.m. when the ships sail under the 
Verrazano-Narrows Bridge. 

Millions of spectators are expected to witness the event 
from the city's shores and the New Jersey waterfront along the 
Hudson River. The tall ships made their last visit here in 2000. 

The Navy's ace "Blue Angels" team also will fly over the 
flotilla during the opening event at 11:30 a.m., before 
headlining an air show at Jones Beach on Long Island. 

"New York has always been our base, and New Yorkers 
have always welcomed Sailors and their ships," said Chris 
O'Brien, executive director of Operation Sail Inc. 

As in years past, all of the ships will be open for free 
public visitation at piers here and in Manhattan. Tours will be 
available Thursday through Tuesday from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., but 
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lines may be capped at 3 p.m. depending on the turnout. 
Manhattan tours will be closed Sunday. 

In addition, there is a "working schedule of events" for the 
week: Friday at 3 p.m. an officer's call on the ships berthed on 
Staten Island with the borough president; Saturday at 7 p.m., a 
"Sunset Parade" with a Staten Island lead ship; Sunday from 

10 a.m. to 3 p.m., a commemoration of the War of 1812 at 
Fort Wadsworth; Monday, various Memorial Day parades all 
day, and a 2 p.m. annual "Navy Moms BBQ" at Midland 
Beach; Tuesday, receptions aboard the USS Intrepid museum 
in Manhattan at 11 a.m. and 6 p.m.; and Wednesday, from 
8:30 to 10 a.m., a ships' sortie. 
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43. Naval Commander To Speak May 4 At ODU 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 23 APR 12) ... Mike Connors 

NORFOLK -- A naval commander with experience as a 
fighter pilot will be the guest speaker at a ceremony next 
month for the Old Dominion University Army ROTC unit and 
Naval ROTC Hampton Roads unit. 

Rear Adm. Mark D. Guadagnini, deputy commander for 
Fleet Management and chief of staff, U.S. Fleet Forces 
Command (Research, Development and Acquisition), will 
speak at the ceremony, which begins at 2 p.m. on May 4 at the 
Ted Constant Convocation Center, according to a news release 
from ODU. 

Guadagnini graduated with distinction from the U.S. 
Naval Academy in 1980, the release said. He has operated 
from the decks of 12 different aircraft carriers and participated 
in combat operations Desert Storm, Provide Comfort, 
Deliberate Force, Southern Watch, Enduring Freedom and 
Iraqi Freedom. 

A total of 76 midshipmen, officer candidates and cadets 
will be commissioned at the ceremony, the release said. They 
will report to Army, Navy and Marine postings around the 
world. 
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44. NHB OR Staff Recognized For 'Earth Day Every Day' Efforts 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 23 APR 12) ... Douglas H. Stutz, Naval Hospital Bremerton Public Affairs 

BREMERTON, Wash. -- Naval Hospital Bremerton's 
Sustainability Team recognized Main Operating Room staff 
members on Earth Day, April 20, for ensuring sustainable 
practices were continually performed throughout the first 
quarter of 2012. 

The inaugural NHB Sustainability Award certificate was 
accepted by Cmdr. Fran Slonski, Main Operating Room (OR) 
department head along with Kevin Stevenson Main OR nurse. 

"Sustainability refers to "the ability to meet present needs 
without compromising the ability of future generations to meet 
their needs" and Stevenson has been the driving force of the 
Main OR team," said Robert E. Mitchell, NHB environmental 
manager and sustainability program manager."He has helped 
to coordinate the overall environmental awareness efforts that 
has reduced the amount of solid waste leaving the Main OR, 
increased recycling outflow and advocated product 
substitution as a sound economic practice." 

According to complied figures by NHB's Environmental 
department, Main OR surgical savings from recycling efforts 
for just three weeks in 2011 was $11,508. Projected 2012 
savings for the entire year in the Main OR by recycling and 
usage of remanufactured items is estimated to be at $172,614. 

"We really just started, but we're going to save a ton of 
cash continuing to do what we do now," said Stevenson. "We 
worked closely with our Environmental department and 
brought in Stryker Sustainability Solutions to coordinate and 
accommodate the ambitious sustainability plans that was 
envisioned we could implement. Without them, this would not 
have happened. We wouldn't be handling paper, plastic and 
any medical supplies as properly as we do now." 

One such sustainability plan put into place by the Main 
OR staff involved medical supplies involved in laparoscopic 
usage during a procedure. Much is disposable and not 
reusable. But the instrumentation once used is recyclable. 
Plastic parts can be grinded and/or melted down; metal 
components of copper and steel can be separated, recovered 
and reused. "Due to our case load, we might use a dozen 

specific devices a day and instead of them now ending up in a 
landfill, each is recycled," said Stevenson. 

"It's really all about changing habits. It is habit transfer 
and keeping people from falling back into former ways of 
handling waste product," said Jayson Ayers, Stryker 
Sustainability Solutions representative. "Kevin is a champion 
of the cause because he has shared his awareness and 
discipline with those he works with. As former military, we 
know that service members tend to pick up on new 
instructions quickly and follow through. The efforts here at 
NHB are really great," said Ayers. 

The Main OR used to throw away three, 30-gallon bags of 
garbage per total joint surgery case. Now they recycle three, 
30-gallon bags of plastic and have just one 15-gallon bag that 
is now thrown away. 

"It's a significant reduction in waste stream to the 
landfill," said Stevenson. "It's really an incremental amount of 
waste product, and we're staying on top of the process because 
it's easy to take for granted. We even recycle the instrument 
wrappings to use again." 

Compiled statistics at NHB show that the ongoing 
environmental awareness campaign of recycling is working. 
Recycled material (in tons) of paper and paperboard went 
from 52.25 in 2010 to 55 in 2011; plastic went from 15.53 in 
2010 to 15.75; construction debris went from 2.55 in 2010 to 
3.66 in 2011; metals and aluminum cans went from 1.90 in 
2010 to 2.12 and batteries showed an increase from 0.43 in 
2010 to 0.88 in 2011. 

Concurrently, and as a direct result of the command's 
overall recycle efforts, trash disposed (in tons) fell from 
198.50 in 2010 to 190.19 in 2011. Overall, average solid waste 
disposed by hospital staff per day fell from 1.18 pound to 1.12 
lb. per day. 

"Our goal for 2012 solid waste disposal per person, per 
day, is one pound or under," said Ramon Calantas, NHB 
environmental technician. "We think that by continually being 
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actively aware and getting as many people involved as we can, 
that we can achieve that." 

"Earth Day is every day for us, but we also wanted to use 
this annual recognition of Earth Day as a perfect opportunity 
to educate our staff and beneficiaries on our sustainability 
programs in the hospital and how everyone can help," said 
Mitchell. "Our real mission is to shed some light on what goes 
on behind the scenes such as continuing to find ways to 
effectively reduce our bio waste outflow and soiled water 
reduction. We are recycling a lot more products now than ever 
before and the dividends to our local environment and savings 
in funding are getting better." 

There were Earth Day displays showing other "green" 
processes at NHB, as the command has continually raised 
awareness through environmentally sound practices, energy 
progress and environmental stewardship. Success stories 
include: installing Big Belly Solar Trash Compactors, which 
use solar energy to compact refuse. The containers hold up to 
five times normal capacity, saving on pickup and disposal 

costs, and reducing pollution produced during pickup and 
transport; implementing Daylight Harvesting in the Family 
Clinic, where refractive film bends light upward to reflect off 
of the ceiling into the room. Overhead lighting can be reduced 
or turned off on bright days; adding LED Parking Lot 
Lighting, resulting in improved visibility and security at night, 
as well as an expected savings of enough energy to light 17 
homes. 

NHB has also installed Restroom Occupancy Sensors 
Occupancy sensors in all NHB and Family Clinic restrooms 
for an expected energy savings of enough energy to light 4 
homes. Time clock controls for lobby lighting have been 
installed in the hospital quarterdeck and Family Clinic lobbies, 
which automatically turn lights off during the day and on at 
nightfall. The expected energy savings is enough electricity to 
light 10 homes. The installation of condensing boilers with 
95.5 percent efficiency will replace the existing boilers with 
80 percent efficiency and are expected to save enough energy 
to heat 16 homes. 
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45. NSW Members Volunteer At Community Book Fair 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 23 APR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Megan Anuci, Naval Special Warfare Public 
Affairs 

CORONADO, Calif. -- Sailors, family members and 
civilian employees from several Naval Special Warfare 
(NSW) commands volunteered to help set up for the Coronado 
Book Fair April 20. 

NSW members assisted The Friends of Coronado Public 
Library by unloading, sorting and arranging 55 pallets of 
donated books in preparation for the April 20-22 event. 

For the Sailors, volunteering is about giving back to the 
community they live and work in. 

"I just moved here about six months ago," said 
Electronics Technician 2nd Class (SCW) Christopher Martini, 
NSW Support Activity 1. "Getting involved in the community 
feels great and Coronado is a terrific community." 

"I'm just happy to be here," said Equipment Operator 2nd 
Class (SCW/AW/SW) Alain Gbla, NSW Logistics Support 
Unit 1. "I come from a third world country, so giving is 
always my main focus and I feel blessed to be here to help." 

With thousands of books to prep for the book fair, 
members of The Friends of Coronado Public Library 
appreciated the helping hands of NSW volunteers. 

"It's always been a wonderful coordination between the 
community and the Navy," said Sharon Sherman, a Friends of 
Coronado Public Library board of trustees member. "We love 
working with them, it's always a lot of fun and we really 
appreciate their help." 

The annual fundraising event benefits the Coronado 
Public Library. 
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46. Sailors Lend A Hand In Praia 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 23 APR 12) ... Lt. Justin K. Hadley, Commander, U.S. Naval Forces Europe-Commander, U.S. Naval Forces 
Africa/Commander, U.S. 6th Fleet Public Affairs 

PRAIA, Cape Verde -- Sixteen Sailors from USS 
Simpson (FFG 56), six Cape Verdean Coast Guardsmen and 
school staff painted classrooms at the Escola Lavadouro 
School in Praia, Cape Verde, April 20. 

Simpson Sailors scraped away old paint, sanded down the 
walls and added several layers of paint to two classrooms that 
had previously been in considerable disrepair. 

"I love doing this," said Lt. j.g. Jason Gerontes, Simpson 
navigator and coordinator of the all-volunteer project. "I've 
participated in community outreach projects in Ghana, 
Nigeria, and now Cape Verde. I routinely have to turn people 
away; we have only 15 slots available and nearly 30 people 
volunteer for every outreach event." 

Escola Lavadouro, formerly a location where local Cape 
Verdeans did their laundry, was later converted into a school. 
Use from its previous life left damage to walls, floors and 
ceilings, but the Sailors' and Coast Guardsmen's project efforts 
significantly improved the conditions of the school, creating a 

better learning environment for the children. The school is 
primarily for kindergarten and first grade students. 

"I think it is good action by the U.S.; I recommend you do 
it in many countries because, sometimes, people see the 
military and think it means war. This type of outreach shows 
the military does many things, like development," said Mr. 
Aristides Cabral, the school director who was extremely 
grateful for the assistance and repairs made by the militaries of 
both Cape Verde and the U.S. "I want students to see the 
military and to know who did this." 

This sentiment was also felt by Culinary Specialist 1st 
Class Richard Williford, who did much of the detail paint 
work in the painted classrooms. "This is the best part of 
deployment. In my opinion, these kids are Africa's future. 
They see us and know we, the military, are here to help." 

Simpson Sailors also distributed five Africa Partnership 
Station (APS) soccer balls to the children and they, along with 
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the Cape Verdean Coast Guardsmen, played soccer with some 
of the children during recess. 

"Participating in community outreach events provides a 
means for our Sailors to interact with people and experience 
different cultures during our African port visits - it puts a lot 
of things into perspective," said Gerontes. 

Simpson Sailors will depart Cape Verde to participate in 
Saharan Express, an annual maritime exercise that takes place 
in the East African region and is scheduled to begin in late 
April off the coast of Cape Verde and Senegal. 
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47. Misawa CPO 365 Helps Conduct Beach Cleanup 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 23 APR 12) ... Senior Chief Mass Communication Specialist Daniel Sanford, Naval Air Facility Misawa 
Public Affairs 

MISAWA, Japan -- Members of the Navy Misawa CPO 
365 Program spent the morning cleaning up the local Misawa 
Fish Port, April 21. 

The event was in coordination with the 42nd annual 
observance of Earth Day, a global event filled with activities 
highlighting environmental concerns and issues. 

More than 30 Misawa Air Base chief petty officers 
(CPOs) and board-eligible first class petty officers worked 
together to help the community pick up trash and help beautify 
the areas in the local community. 

"Were here this morning to help out our host country and 
Mother Nature," said Chief Navy Counselor Todd Wean, who 
hails from Sarasota, Fla. "The members of CPO 365 do 
monthly community relations projects together anyway, so it 
seemed like a good fit for us to combine our effort in the 
community, while also helping out the environment in the 
process." 

The cleanup is always one of the largest environmental 
awareness projects in Misawa with several tons of refuse 
being collected and removed from the fish port. 

"We have a great relationship with the local community, 
and they are very open, receptive and helpful to service 
members living here in Misawa," said Chief Cryptologic 
Technician Collection Erika Haws, who originally hails from 
New Orleans, and serves as the Navy Misawa CPO 365 
community relations coordinator. "It's nice to return the favor, 
and help make this area even more beautiful than it already 
is." 

Besides, the CPO 365 members, many more Misawa 
service and family members were also on hand to help with 
the cleanup. Misawa cub scouts, girl scouts and numerous 
other base groups and organizations joined CPO 365 in their 
effort. 

"It's nice to see folks of all ages come on out from the 
base and take ownership in the local community," said Wean. 
"We love Misawa, and this is just one small way that we can 
make it an even better place to be stationed and live." 

Return to Index 
 
 

NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
48. VA Will Not Be Subject To Sequestration Budget Cuts 
(STARS AND STRIPES 23 APR 12) ... Leo Shane III 

WASHINGTON — Administration officials ruled 
Monday that the Department of Veterans Affairs will be 
exempt from massive federal budget cuts scheduled to go into 
effect early next year. 

In response to congressional inquiries, officials from the 
Office of Management and Budget said that “all programs 
administered by the VA, including Veterans’ Medical Care, 
are exempt from sequestration.” 

The decision prevents potentially tens of billions being 
cut out of veterans programs in coming years. But it also 
means that, barring a new deal being worked out on by 
lawmakers this year, the Defense Department will suffer the 
brunt of $500 billion in spending reductions over the next 
decade. 

Last summer, lawmakers approved a massive debt-
reduction plan including the creation of a bipartisan panel 
charged with trimming at least $1.2 trillion in federal 
spending. In an effort to force a compromise among the panel 
members, the law also included a sequestration mechanism 
that would automatically slash billions in spending starting in 
2013 if no plan was passed. 

The panel failed in its work last November. Leaders from 
both parties have promised to find alternatives to the massive 
spending cuts — roughly $500 billion from defense and 

another $500 billion in social welfare programs over the next 
10 years — before the end of the year, but so far have made no 
progress. 

Members of the House and Senate Veterans Affairs 
committees for months have asked for a ruling from the OMB 
on whether veterans programs could be impacted in the 
defense cuts, saying it could cripple the VA. 

Lawmakers have said they did not intend the Department 
of Veterans Affairs to be included in the deficit reduction plan, 
but the wording of the law left that determination up to 
administration officials. 

Officials from the OMB said the White House still hopes 
to avoid sequestration and is urging Congress to find an 
alternative plan. Defense Department officials have said that 
such drastic, untargeted funding cuts could severely impact 
military end strength and capabilities for years to come. 

In a statement, House Veterans Affairs Committee 
chairman Rep. Jeff Miller, R-Fla., called the announcement 
"long overdue." 

"Unfortunately, this move demonstrates the 
Administration’s penchant for political brinksmanship even 
when it concerns those who have served this nation with 
honor," he said. “It’s about time OMB issued this decision and 
got serious about sequestration and VA." 
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But Veterans of Foreign Wars National Commander 
Richard DeNoyer said the news was a welcome relief. 

“Today’s decision means the healthcare plans and 
programs the VA currently provides to millions of disabled 
veterans will continue unabated, as will claims processing and 

veterans’ burial benefits,” he said. “Protecting the VA is 
exactly what President Obama told me he would do during a 
meeting in the Oval Office in March, and now he has come 
through for America’s veterans and survivors.” 
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49. VA Should Care For Lejeune Vets, Lawmakers Say 
(NAVY TIMES 23 APR 12) ... Rick Maze 

Key lawmakers are appealing directly to President Obama 
to get the Veterans Affairs Department to provide free health 
care to veterans who were exposed to contaminated drinking 
water at Camp Lejeune during a 30-year span that ended in 
1987. 

Their appeal comes after VA — while acknowledging the 
drinking water in barracks, housing, schools, hospitals and 
offices on the base was contaminated — has refused to 
provide health care until there is a clear link to adverse health 
effects. This might not be determined before 2014. 

Millions of people who lived and worked at Camp 
Lejeune could have been affected by the industrial and toxic 
wastes, but years of study about the possible duration and 
level of contamination have provided only “limited” and 
“suggestive” evidence that exposure for more than 20 years 
might have resulted in issues such as kidney cancer. 

In February, Rep. Jeff Miller, R-Fla., the House Veterans 
Affairs Committee chairman, proposed VA could at least 
provide health care for Camp Lejeune veterans by creating a 
special health care category that covered them. The cost of 
care could be paid, Miller suggested, by $5 billion in excess 
health care funds the VA discovered when preparing the 2013 
budget. 

Miller’s proposal, which would have applied only to 
veterans and not to family members who might have lived or 
visited Lejeune, was rejected by VA Secretary Eric Shinseki, 
who said in an April 9 response to Miller that it was premature 

to provide health care to everyone who served at Lejeune from 
1957 until 1987. 

Shinseki suggested veterans could still file for disability 
claims if they felt they had a service-connected disability. 
About 1,000 Camp Lejeune veterans have filed disability 
claims, he said, and 238 were found to have service-connected 
disabilities “for some reason” that did not depend on a 
scientific link to consuming contaminated ground water. 

Miller and other lawmakers are not ready to take no for an 
answer. In a joint letter to President Obama, sent Friday, the 
leaders of the House and Senate veterans’ affairs committee 
are renewing Miller’s suggestion. 

“The VA has existing resources which could be reserved 
without derailing other initiatives,” the letter says, asking that 
a portion of excess funds resulting from overestimating health 
care costs be allocated “to provide care for sick Camp Lejeune 
veterans and family members.” 

The letter is signed by Sen. Patty Murray, D-Wash., the 
Senate Veterans’ Affairs Committee chairwoman; Sen. 
Richard Burr, R-N.C., the ranking Republican on Murray’s 
committee and a longtime advocate of government health care 
for Lejeune veterans and families; and by Rep. Bob Filner, D-
Calif., ranking Democrat on Miller’s committee “There is 
enough scientific evidence already that warrants giving the 
benefit of the doubt to those who need help now,” the joint 
letter says. 
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50. Pentagon Suspends Security Clearances In Scandal 
(NEW YORK TIMES 24 APR 12) ... Elisabeth Bumiller 

BOGOTÁ, Colombia — The Defense Department has 
suspended the security clearances of some of the 11 members 
of the military who are under investigation in a widening 
prostitution scandal in Colombia, Defense Secretary Leon E. 
Panetta said Monday. 

In addition, a member of the military attached to the 
White House communications is now under investigation in 
the scandal, an American defense official said. 

In comments to reporters on his plane en route to Bogotá, 
the Colombian capital, Mr. Panetta did not say how many of 
the 11 members of the military were subject to the disciplinary 
action. But aides traveling with Mr. Panetta said that all those 
among the 11 who had security clearances had their access to 
secret government information suspended, pending the 
outcome of an investigation. 

“Frankly my biggest concern is the issue of security and 
what could possibly have been jeopardized by virtue of this 
kind of behavior,” Mr. Panetta said at the start of a weeklong 
trip to Colombia, Brazil and Chile that was planned before the 
scandal erupted. “That’s a chief concern for me, and I’m 

hoping that our investigators will be able to give us a full 
report on that.” 

A dozen Secret Service agents, as well as the 11 members 
of the military, are being investigated to determine whether 
they took prostitutes back to their hotel rooms after a night of 
heavy drinking in advance of President Obama’s arrival in 
Cartagena, Colombia, for a summit meeting. 

The members of the military, all part of a security detail, 
are six members of the Army Special Forces, two Navy bomb 
disposal experts, two Marine dog handlers and one airman. 

In other comments, Mr. Panetta cast doubt on claims by 
Iran on Sunday that it had extracted secret intelligence 
information from an advanced American drone aircraft that 
crashed in the country in December, an embarrassing failure 
for the Central Intelligence Agency. Mr. Panetta was the 
agency’s director until June 30 last year; he became defense 
secretary on July 1. 

“I think I can tell you based on my experience that I 
would seriously question their ability to do what they say 
they’ve done,” Mr. Panetta said. 
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In Iran, the air force commander of the Islamic 
Revolutionary Guards Corps, Brig. Gen. Amir Ali Hajizadeh, 
suggested in remarks to the country’s semiofficial news 
agency that Iran had or would soon reverse-engineer the 
aircraft, called the RQ-170 Sentinel. 

General Hajizadeh said that Iran had extracted crucial 
data from the drone’s computer hard drives showing its 
operations in the months before it went down in Iran. Iranian 
officials claim to have shot down the drone, whereas 
American officials say it crashed because of a technical 
failure. 

American officials have said that the drone’s onboard 
computers were programmed to destroy important information 
if it failed to respond to radio signals from its base, but they 
acknowledge that such security systems do not always work. 

Mr. Panetta also hailed the draft of a partnership 
agreement reached on Sunday in which the United States 
pledges support to Afghanistan for a decade after the 

withdrawal of combat troops in 2014. Mr. Panetta called the 
pact a “significant step” in the relationship between the two 
countries and said it committed the United States to an 
“enduring presence” in Afghanistan. 

The draft is expected to be signed before a NATO 
conference in Chicago on May 20, which Mr. Obama will 
attend. He and other leaders are expected to make decisions 
then on the amount of money and support they will provide to 
the Afghan security forces. Mr. Panetta said that decisions on 
the number of American forces to remain in Afghanistan after 
2014 would be decided well after the NATO meeting. 

Mr. Panetta spent part of Monday at Tolemaida, 
Colombia’s largest military base. In sweltering heat he praised 
the Colombian military for its increasingly successful fight 
against an insurgent group, the Revolutionary Armed Forces 
of Colombia, known as the FARC, and announced the sale of 
10 American helicopters, including 5 Black Hawks, to the 
country. 
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51. Scientists Encounter Familiar Problems As They Turn Focus To Asia-Pacific 
(NATIONAL DEFENSE 23 APR 12) ... Eric Beidel 

CHARLESTON, S.C. — The Defense Department is 
attempting to align its research priorities with a new strategy 
that focuses on the Asia-Pacific region. 

But military scientists still find themselves hammering 
away at some of the same problems of the past decade. 

Two of the preeminent challenges facing forces in Iraq 
and Afghanistan — troops being weighed down by heavy gear 
and the enemy’s successful use of improvised explosive 
devices — remain top priorities across the armed services’ 
science and technology programs, officials said last week at 
the National Defense Industrial Association’s annual science 
and engineering technology conference. 

When asked to name his three most burning technology 
needs, U.S. Central Command science advisor Martin Drake 
said: “Counter IED, counter IED and counter IED.” 

When roadside bombs first began killing troops in Iraq 
and Afghanistan, then CENTCOM Commander Gen. Tommy 
Franks stuck his finger in Drake’s chest and told him to make 
it stop. The Pentagon has spent billions since then on bomb 
jammers, route-clearing robots and mine-resistant vehicles and 
even created a whole new bureaucracy, the Joint Improvised 
Explosive Device Defeat Organization, devoted solely to the 
problem. 

But no amount of technology or strategy has been able to 
conquer the threat. About half of the more than 6,000 U.S. 
deaths in Iraq and Afghanistan since 2001 were the result of 
IED blasts. Each week seems to bring news of another attack. 
Last week, an Army staff sergeant from Indiana died in 
Afghanistan after his vehicle was hit by a makeshift bomb. 

The Pentagon and defense industry must remain focused 
on IEDs because they won’t disappear when U.S. troops leave 
Afghanistan, said Navy Capt. Fred Gaghan, technology chief 
at JIEDDO’s requirements and integration division. 

Not counting occurrences in Iraq and Afghanistan, there 
have been an average of 600 IED events per month worldwide 
the past two years, he said. The tactic is prevalent in countries 
such as Bangkok, Somalia, Syria and Norway. Colombia and 
Pakistan are home to the largest number of attacks, Gaghan 
noted. 

The best anti-IED tool is a well-trained force, the captain 
said. But troops also could use some help from science. 

JIEDDO is looking for technology that allows for “pre-
detonation” of the bombs. In other words, troops would be 
able to make an IED explode at the time and place of their 
choosing. They also need systems that could help them locate 
and avoid bombs made from nonstandard materials. The 
weapons employed against coalition forces have generally 
been low-tech, but adversaries in the future will have more 
access to sophisticated technology, including ultra-thin and 
flexible electronics, a variety of command mechanisms and 
more advanced ways to conceal the bombs, Gaghan said. 

Troops need more operational intelligence that allows 
them to understand and attack the networks involved in 
obtaining and deploying IEDs. There are a number of players 
involved, including drug traffickers and other criminals. But 
bomb components often are unwittingly passed to insurgents 
and terrorists through legitimate business deals, Gaghan said. 

“They are difficult to counter,” Drake said. “Lots of folks 
have tried, but we have been unable to wipe that one from the 
battle space.” 

Officials need ideas from industry, he said. If a company 
calls him up and says “the words counter-IED, we’re going to 
take some notes,” Drake said. 

The Army, too, is still trying to figure out one of its 
toughest problems. Partly because of budget pressures, the 
service’s research community has come up with a list of 
problems they want to solve by 2017. And it’s no surprise that 
lightening troops’ loads remains at the top of that list. 

The Army’s focus is on small units — squads, fire teams 
and crews who quite literally carry the burden of electronic 
systems, body armor and logistical weight as they travel from 
mission to mission. 

Scientists need to look at every aspect of the problem, 
including food, guns, ammunition, water and communications 
equipment, said Marilyn Freeman, deputy assistant secretary 
of the Army for research and technology. This means making 
lightweight weapons, armor and devices and distributing the 
weight properly on a soldier’s frame. Research also may yield 
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tools that help troops determine what exactly they need to take 
with them on a mission, Freeman said. 

An individual soldier should never have to carry more 
than 50 percent of his body weight, she said. 

The problems of IEDs and overburdened troops will 
continue to occupy military researchers and funding, officials 
said. But the Pentagon also needs some new ideas, said Alan 
R. Shaffer, principal deputy assistant secretary of defense for 
research and engineering. 

The focus must be on preparing to deal with conflicts in 
nations where an enemy is more capable of keeping U.S. 
forces out, Shaffer said. This means upping the ante on 
electronic attack, cyber-operations, missile defense, surface-
to-surface ship missiles, undersea warfare and hypersonic 
technology. 

It means relying more on autonomous systems, long-
range strike and precision attack. The Air Force has been 
conducting studies and tests to be able to demonstrate by 2017 
a hypersonic cruise missile that can travel more than 500 
nautical miles. Navy scientists have been researching 
supercavitating torpedoes, as well as using laser 
communications for surface and underwater vessels to talk to 
each other. 

The demand for electronic weapons also continues to 
grow, said Air Force Maj. Gen. William N. McCasland, 
commander of the Air Force Research Laboratory. 

“We think microwave [weapons] are ready for useful 
offensive actions against industrial controls,” McCasland said. 
There are near-term defensive applications for lasers, too, 
against things such as infrared search-and-track systems and 
imaging infrared seekers, he said. 

The Air Force is working with the Defense Advanced 
Research Projects Agency on next-generation lasers. The 
research is the culmination of what McCasland called a 
“wholesale shift in gears” that has seen the service go from a 
heavy focus on chemical lasers “to a real healthy return into 
electric lasers.” 

Advanced technologies are needed for the diplomatic part 
of war, too, Drake said. 

He put improved language translators near the top of 
CENTCOM’s technology wish list. Such devices can 
fundamentally change the way CENTCOM and other 
commands carry out their missions, he said. 

“We operate in areas where there are so many dialects, 
it’s difficult to interact with the people we are working with, 
the civilian population,” Drake said. “It is about that support 
to civilians, winning their hearts and minds. If we can’t 
communicate with them, it makes it extremely difficult.” 
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OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
52. Score One For Victims 
(NAVY TIMES 30 APR 12) ... Editorial 

The services have been allowed to go their separate ways 
in dealing with sexual assaults for far too long. 

There have been some major steps forward, such as the 
move several years ago to extend confidentiality to victims so 
they can get the care they need without necessarily triggering 
a formal military investigation. 

Yet long-entrenched, turf-driven disparities in leadership, 
investigative and prosecutorial procedures, and even basic 
record keeping, have hindered efforts to address this serious 
issue with force wide coherence or effectiveness. 

Finally, that appears to be changing. Defense Secretary 
Leon Panetta recently laid out a clear, concise plan for 
dismantling the stovepipes. 

Three of the biggest pieces: 

 All the services will follow the Army’s lead and set 
up special victims units. The Army recognizes there 
are unique aspects of sexual assault investigations 
and prosecutions that require specialized expertise. 

But until now, the other services have resisted that 
model. 

 All services will use the same reporting system for 
sexual assaults, which will allow apples-to-apples, 
cross-service comparisons of data on sexual assault 
prosecutions and convictions. 

 All sexual assault cases will be handled by special 
courts-martial convening authorities at the O-6 level 
to improve accountability and ensure all cases are 
followed up. 

Panetta deserves much credit for tackling this complex 
issue in a way that is broad and deep. His challenge now will 
be to ensure these changes become reality with minimal delay. 

It’s past time for the services to put aside their long-
standing cultural differences and come together in a truly joint 
effort to deal with these heinous crimes. 
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53. It's Time For America To Pull Its Fifth Fleet Out Of Bahrain 
(FINANCIAL TIMES (UK) 24 APR 12) ... Emile Nakleh 

The U.S. Sunni strategy in the Gulf enables Bahrain’s 
ruling al-Khalifa dynasty’s continued repression of its citizens; 
pits the U.S. against pro-democracy forces in the region; and 
aligns Washington with Riyadh’s counter-revolution sectarian 
policies. The strategy is shortsighted, undermines U.S. 
standing in the region and is destined to fail. 

The strategy is based on the false assumption that the 
Sunni world is monolithic and that Shia Arab communities all 
turn to Iran for theological guidance and political support. In 
reality, Sunni Muslims have diverse cultural, political and 
social goals and are not preoccupied, as some Gulf rulers are, 
with anti-Shia or anti-Iran rhetoric and policies. Meanwhile, 
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Bahraini and Saudi Shia do not consider Iran their point of 
reference. 

Invented in Saudi Arabia and Bahrain, the Sunni strategy 
was presented to the west as a defence plan against Iran. 
Unfortunately, Washington bought this bogus claim lock, 
stock and barrel for misconceived regional security 
considerations. 

A few years back, some Sunni Arab leaders, including 
those of Saudi Arabia and Bahrain, warned of a rising “Shia 
crescent” across the Arab world, including the Gulf. My 
analysts and I, however, briefed senior U.S. policy makers that 
Sunni regimes used the Shia scare to muzzle their domestic 
opposition and paper over genuine grievances. In a report on 
the “Shaykhly” rulers of the Gulf, we judged those regimes 
must address their peoples’ grievances if they hoped to survive 
in the long run. The “Shia crescent” claim was a tactic to hide 
discrimination and repression against Shia communities. 
Bahrain is the most glaring example. 

Since the 1970s, the Bahraini government has accused the 
Shia majority of being a front for Iran and urged America to 
expand its naval presence in the Gulf as a protective shield 
against the perceived Iranian threat. Washington accepted the 
Bahraini position despite the fact that the pro-democracy 
movement in Bahrain in that period was primarily Sunni. 

The pro-reform demands, then and now, called for a 
constitution, free elections, an independent judiciary and a 
curtailment on the powers of the executive. The prime 
minister, Sheikh Khalifa bin Salman, and his traditionalist 
allies in the ruling family objected to reforms and viewed all 
opposition as a threat to the dynasty. The ruler then – father of 
the present king – prevailed with his reform-minded allies 
within the family over the conservative faction. 

To end the current violence and the regime’s human 
rights violations, three steps must be taken. First, western 
powers must strengthen the pro-reform faction in the ruling 
family. Second, Washington should urge the king to remove 
the prime minister, his uncle, from office; many Bahrainis 
think he symbolises corruption, repression and unyielding 
opposition to political reform. He has worked closely with 
Saudi Crown Prince Nayef to undermine the pro-democracy 
movement in the Arab world, especially in Bahrain. 

Third, America should send a clear message to Bahrain’s 
regime to halt violence against the Shia and act on all the 
recommendations of the Independent Commission of Inquiry. 
Washington should also begin to pull its Fifth Fleet out of 
Bahrain. 

The huge U.S. naval presence in Bahrain has not 
improved western security in the Gulf; has not altered Iran’s 
behaviour; and, more important, has not silenced the anti-
regime opposition in the Gulf and in other Arab countries. Nor 
has it given the al-Khalifa and other Sunni regimes more 
legitimacy. Instead, its presence has arguably increased Iran’s 
belligerence and given Sunni regimes, including Bahrain and 
Saudi Arabia, the false impression that Washington has given 
them a licence to kill their own people. 

Moving the U.S. military presence from Bahrain to “over 
the horizon” would be a clear signal that Arab dictatorship 
will no longer be tolerated, whether in Bahrain, Syria, Saudi 
Arabia, or elsewhere. 

The Formula One cars did eventually race in Bahrain, but 
calls for reform are rapidly becoming chants for regime 
change. Regime obfuscation will not be able to silence 
demands for justice and the right to live freely forever. 

The writer is former director of the CIA Political Islam 
strategic analysis programme. 

Return to Index 
 
 

BBLLOOGGSS::  
54. EXCERPTS FROM BLOGS AROUND THE WORLD 
(PUBLISHED 20 APR – 26 APR 12) 

 
SAILOR 2.1 by ADM J.C. Harvey, Jr. from Fleet 

Forces Command Blog, April 23 
Earlier this month RADM Patrick Brady, Commander, 

Space and Naval Warfare Systems Command 
(COMSPAWAR) and his team provided me with an update on 
the SPAWAR Acquisition Integrated Logistics Online 
Repository (SAILOR) 2.1. SAILOR 2.1 is a self-help website 
for Command, Control, Communications, Computers and 
Intelligence (C4I) systems that provides the Fleet with the 
capability to complete training, troubleshoot software and 
equipment, and receive technical documentation and support 
online. 

SAILOR 2.1 is particularly useful for our Information 
Systems Technicians (IT) and Electronics Technicians (ET), 
who use the "one-stop" nature of the website to display and 
download technical manuals and troubleshoot shipboard 
software and hardware systems. The website also gives our 
underway Sailors the ability to communicate about issues and 
exchange information with the Global Distance Support 
Center and the C4I help desk through various blogs and 

technical forums, which typically decreases troubleshooting 
and repair times. 

One of the most impressive features of SAILOR 2.1 is the 
new "tech tube," (similar to You Tube) which our Sailors can 
use to view "how to" videos (produced by C4I In Service 
Engineering Agents at SPAWAR) of solutions to some of the 
most common issues experienced in the Fleet. These step-by-
step video tutorials are available on demand 24/7 by anyone 
who has a SAILOR 2.1 account. 

Based upon surveys, SAILOR 2.1 has received very 
positive feedback from our Sailors for the capabilities it brings 
to the Fleet and its ability to operate much quicker and more 
responsively than the previous version. In 2011, the site was 
used over 50,000 times by over 250 ships to download 
technical and logistics information concerning onboard 
networks and communication systems. I am personally 
impressed with SAILOR 2.1’s capabilities and believe it has 
great potential; however, I’m interested in what our Fleet 
Sailors think. 

If you are a C4I professional who has not yet taken 
advantage of this tool, sign up for an account today 
(https://Sailor.nmci.navy.mil), take a look around the site, and 
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let me know what you think. I’ll make sure your feedback is 
passed to our support team at SPAWAR. 

 
Enterprise Sailors Motivated by Visit from Home by 

Capt. Bill Hamilton from Navy Live, April 19 
This blog post was written by Captain Bill “Boomer” 

Hamilton, Commanding Officer of USS Enterprise, following 
a celebrity morale visit sponsored by Navy’s MWR 
Entertainment and the USO. 

Today we were privileged to welcome aboard an old 
Enterprise shipmate — the Big E’s 17th commanding officer 
and current Vice Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff,Adm. James 
A. “Sandy” Winnefeld. What most of the crew will remember, 
however, are the guests he brought along with him. Admiral 
Winnefeld was accompanied on his visit by a pretty 
distinguished group of celebrities sponsored by the USO. This 
group included former major league pitcher and Cy Young-
award winner Randy Johnson, recording artists Diana 
DeGarmo and Ace Young, actors Anthony Anderson, Dennis 
Haysbert, Jason “Wee Man” Acuna, and the Dallas Cowboys 
Cheerleaders. 

It was a diverse group, but they all had one thing in 
common: a desire to show the men and women serving aboard 
Enterprise their appreciation and support. 

Each of the celebrity visitors expressed to me how 
honored they felt to be aboard and have the chance to entertain 
the Sailors and Marines who have been working tirelessly 
since the beginning of deployment. 

I was just as grateful to have them aboard as they were to 
be here because of what they were able to provide the crew. 
There was a tremendous amount of energy in the hangar bay 
during the performance put on by these celebrities. You could 
definitely tell the crew was excited. And seeing that makes me 
excited. The young men and women aboard this legendary 
ship work hard each and every day and these visits provide 
them with a welcome, and well-earned, break from the serious 
business at hand, as well as a morale boost. 

The USO tour wasn’t the only show in town this week, 
however. Monday, we hosted Ultimate Fighting 
Championship (UFC) fighters Keith Jardine and Rich 
Franklin…another huge pick-me-up for the crew, as they got 
to spend several hours asking questions, sparring, signing 
autographs and getting photos with the fighters. Truly genuine 
guys who barely took time to eat in order to make sure every 
Sailor and Marine who wanted a photo or autograph got one. 

One of the things that I’ll take away from both of these 
visits is the fact that all of the celebrities that visited took the 
time to speak with each and every Sailor or Marine they met 
and expressed their gratitude for the sacrifices these men and 
women make for our nation every day. They genuinely care 
about making each interaction special for the Sailor or Marine 
involved. 

I know that our Sailors and Marines appreciate gestures 
such as this, but these men and women don’t do what they do 
for validation or glory. Everyone on this ship is proud and 
here because they want to be. In fact, one of our Navy’s 
greatest assets is the fact that we are an all-volunteer force. I 
have no doubt that every Sailor or Marine onboard believes in 
what we’re doing each and every day…they wouldn’t be here 
otherwise. That said; I know the crew still values the support 

they receive from home and from visitors such as those we 
hosted today. 

Make no mistake, the Sailors and Marines of the USS 
Enterprise are highly-trained, capable and ready 
professionals…but they are also people…people who 
appreciate approval and recognition. They succeed not only 
because of their technical and professional ability but also 
because they know that there are people back home… 
mothers, fathers, brothers, sisters, wives, husbands, children, 
friends, and yes, celebrities like those who visited today…who 
value the contribution they’re making to our nation through 
their service. 

There is a reason why, despite technology, mail-call 
onboard ship is still as exciting and looked forward to as it 
was during World War II. Our Sailors and Marines truly value 
the love and appreciation you show them through your letters 
and packages. It helps drive them. 

Believe me when I tell you that the men and women of 
Enterprise are some of the best our nation has to offer and I 
am honored to serve with them on this deployment. They 
consistently perform above expectations and ask little in 
return. I know they are able to do this because of you back at 
home. The USO- and MWR Entertainment-sponsored visits 
were great morale boosters and the crew loved them, but what 
really matters is the understanding and support of those of you 
at home. Your support is just as, if not more, important to our 
success as any piece of technology. I ask you to keep it 
coming. It matters more than you know. 
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The Navy Takes Littoral Fight Literally by Beverly T. 

Schaeffer from SignalScape (SIGNAL Magazine, April 20 
Intelligence, surveillance and reconnaissance (ISR) has 

been, and will continue to be, the military’s most significant 
force multiplier in any asymmetric ground fight. Now it must 
be adapted more fully to benefit naval forces. 

In his viewpoint article “Intelligence, Surveillance and 
Reconnaissance in the Littoral Fight” in this issue of SIGNAL 
Magazine, Lt. Daniel T. Murphy, USN, addresses the need to 
move forward with strategies to improve blue-water assets. 

Most enemy naval operations would focus on restricting 
or cutting off access to crucial sea lanes. The economic impact 
alone is a huge concern, along with the threat of piracy. 
However, in asymmetric fights in Afghanistan and Iraq, a 
“new ISR” has been the West’s greatest force multiplier. 

New-generation unmanned platforms such as the Predator 
and Reaper have extended ground forces’ areas of observation 
outward. Forces now are able to use the new ISR platforms in 
concert with some older-generation manned—and in some 
cases, re-sensored—ISR platforms. 

The U.S. Navy appreciates the at-sea potential of new ISR 
tools, and the chief of naval operations (CNO) said he wants 
to see stealthy, unmanned aircraft on U.S. carriers before 
2018. Given the complexities of unmanned ISR platforms, the 
Navy needs to move with a measured approach, according to 
the CNO: 

Those complexities include landing an aircraft 
without a pilot in the cockpit onto the deck of a carrier 
bursting with electromagnetic energy. 
Although the new-generation ISR platforms are not quite 

ready for the blue-water Navy, they certainly are ready for the 
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littoral fight. Against the threat of individual or unit-level 
attacks from shore or from water, the keys to success are 
indications, warnings and reaction time. 

These tasks would be completed via land-based 
unmanned aerial vehicles, which could persistently watch over 
a commercial traffic area, vector merchant traffic away from 
visit, board, search and seizure (VBSS) operations, vector 
friendly maritime security assets to provide protection and, if 
necessary, use kinetic force to prevent an enemy VBSS. 

On both land and water, visibility—and therefore 
elevation—is the key to reaction time. Constant full-motion 
video ISR could make port security a less resource-intensive 
effort because the same density of force protection assets 
aren’t necessary. For longer-term operations, aerostat-based 
sensors could cue a kinetic platform or quick-reaction force. 

These would be very cost-effective options, and the Navy 
is working to take ISR assets to sea, but how long will it take 
to achieve compatibility of land and sea systems? Are other 
approaches more efficient or viable? 

 
JSDF on 2012 Asia – Pacific Humanitarian Mission by 

Kyle Mizokami from Japan Security Watch (New Pacific 
Institute), April 19 

Japan will once again send ships and personnel to an 
annual U.S. – led humanitarian and civic action program. 
Japan will send the landing ship, tank JS Oosumi, two 
Landing Craft, Air Cushion (LCAC) and twenty medical 
personnel to Pacific Partnership 2012. The Japanese medical 
personnel will serve on the mission command ship, the 
hospital ship USNS Mercy, while Oosumi will serve as base 
for the two LCAC hovercraft. The hovercraft in turn will be 
used for ship – to – shore missions when the Mercy will be too 
large to use local port facilities. 

Pacific Partnership brings medical, dental, and veterinary 
care, as well as engineering assistance and expertise, to distant 
communities in Southeast Asia and the Pacific. The mission 
makes stops of 14 days at at time, and at least one stop per 
country. 

JS Oosumi will rendezvous with Mercy midway through 
the mission, in the Philippines. The Japanese will accompany 
Pacific Partnership to Cambodia, and return to Japan 
afterward. In addition to Japan, personnel from Australia, 
Canada, Chile, France, Malaysia, the Netherlands, New 
Zealand, Peru, Singapore, South Korea, and Thailand will 
serve on the mission. 

This is the third year that Japan has contributed ships to 
Pacific Partnership. The first, in 2010, involved Oosumi sister 
ship Kunisaki and 30 medical officers. Last year’s mission 
consisted of the minesweeper tender Uraga and 30-40 medical 
officers. 

 
A Flap Grows Down Under Over New USMC 

Rotations by Gidget Fuentes from Battle Rattle (Marine 
Corps Times), April 23 

The recent arrival of a company of Hawaii-based Marines 
in Darwin, Australia, stirred up some unfavorable sentiments 
on the continent and around the region. Now comes former 
Australian Prime Minister Malcolm Fraser, who apparently is 
quite unhappy about seeing any more Marines Down Under. 

Fraser, who led the nation-continent for eight years until 
1983, complained that “over 20 years now we have given the 

impression of doing that which America wants. We seem to 
believe that our security can be best assured if we do what we 
can to win brownie points with the U.S. This is a mistaken 
assumption.” 

He reportedly outlined his frustrations in a letter to his 
government blasting the new Aussie-U.S. arrangement for unit 
rotations, the Sydney Morning Herald reported April 24. 
Those rotations and recent news that the United States wants 
to operate military drones from Cocos Island, a group of atolls 
west of Australia, will fuel more unsettlement about U.S. 
intentions, particularly as it concerns threats from China, and 
further risk Australia’s own security, he argued in a letter 
submitted to the government’s “White Paper on Australia in 
the Asian Century.” Such level of U.S. involvement “sends the 
wrong message, not only to China, but to countries like 
Indonesia.” 

The rotations, which will send 2,500 leathernecks in six-
month rotations to Darwin by 2016, are part of the broader 
U.S.“pivot” refocusing on all things in the Asia-Pacific region. 
Top U.S.military officials have said no new permanent bases 
are planned in the Pacific region, where they already are 
looking at a reposturing of military forces. But Fraser doesn’t 
buy it. “For America to say that 2,500 troops do not constitute 
a base is nonsense, indeed a fabrication,” he wrote. 

Meanwhile, the men of Fox Company, 2nd Battalion, 3rd 
Marines, landed in the Northern Territory or the “Top End” as 
it’s known locally earlier this month to start training with their 
Australian counterparts at military ranges in the area as 
military commanders with III Marine Expeditionary Force met 
with local leaders. Top-level visits to the region include Navy 
Secretary Ray Mabus, and members of Australia’s parliament 
met with Marines and Sailors aboard dock landing ship Pearl 
Harbor, currently deployed with 11th Marine Expeditionary 
Unit and Makin Island Amphibious Ready Group. 

 
Safety First! Don’t Fall Prey to ‘Mishap’ (or Trips, 

Slips and Falls) from Navy Live, April 20 
Mishap is at it again. Of course, he appears at the worst 

time, especially if you’re a little lax on risk management and 
are not following good safety principles. In this video, a hard-
working Sailor finds out the hard way that Mishap will strike 
when the opportunity exists. Although there are some jobs – 
and some people – that would have you throw caution to the 
wind and go for the gusto, being a Sailor isn’t one of them. 
Navy leaders encourage Sailors to utilize Operational Risk 
Management, or ORM, in both their personal and professional 
lives. ORM is a “common sense” tool that helps Sailors to 
assess the process for “risks” before they even get started. 
But, as David Nelson, of the Naval Safety Center, is about to 
tell us in his most recent summary of mishaps from around the 
fleet, ORM is not all that “common” … even when using – or 
NOT using – something as simple as a ladder. 

The Not-So-Wonderful World of Ladder Substitutes 
This week we offer a special issue about climbing up 

ladders (and ladder substitutes). Come to think about it, it isn’t 
so much about climbing as descending, as you will soon 
discover. 

An E-3 in Maryland was at a party when he was called on 
to replace a light bulb out in the garage. Not sure why he got 
assigned this task, but he was willing. He was also primed 
with an unspecified amount of beer, and he had one of those 
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ladders that don’t distract you with “Not a Step” labels thanks 
to the fact that they have four legs, a seat and a back. 

This one had the added feature of being able to fold up 
when not in use. The problem was that this time, it folded up 
when in use, depositing him on (and then through) the glass 
top of a table. He sliced up his shoulder and arm. Stitches and 
eight days of light duty ensued. 

A mechanical engineer in Rhode Island had to hang an 
award on his office wall. Ladderless, he figured a wooden 
chair would provide the necessary elevation. And it did, until 
one of the chair’s front legs broke, abruptly dumping him on 
the floor. A painful impact between his ribs and the arm of the 
chair highlighted his downward progress. 

No, he didn’t break his own leg along with the chair’s leg, 
ironic as that would have been. X-rays were negative, and he 
just ended up with some aches and pains. He “returned to 
work with no restrictions,” the report said. 

We hope this wasn’t precisely true—ideally, he had a 
restriction on what he would climb up on as a work stand. We 
assume he wasn’t hanging a safety award, but if he was, we 
hereby formally request that this award be forwarded to the 
Summary of Mishaps Museum A.S.A.P. Also, please send 
along the chair—we’ll label it “Not a Ladder,” fix the leg, and 
install it just below the award for Museum visitors who are 
running out of steam. 

In San Diego, a couple of Sailors were disassembling 
some cubicles. To reach higher, one of them used a small file 
cabinet with wheels as a step stool. Predictably, he lost his 
balance and pitched off onto the other Sailor, who tried to 
break his fall. To make matters worse, the cubicle tipped over 
and hit the second Sailor in the forehead. This is known as 
punishment of the innocent. 

Also in San Diego, a civilian sheet metal mechanic had a 
pair of 4-foot step ladders, side by side. He had climbed to the 
top of one and, the report said, was “standing on the platform 
at the top.” He crossed over to the other ladder, missed a step 
and toppled, banging his knee on the ladder and his elbow on a 
machine. A week of LIMPDU ensued. 

That’s all for this week, folks. Until we meet again, please 
remember that when you need to get to something that is out 
of reach, your first and only choice for that needed elevation is 
a ladder, not something disguised as a ladder. Your last choice 
is something that rolls or swivels. And for the record, when a 
ladder says “Not a Step,” it also means “Not a Platform.” 

View Clip (RT: 0:29) 
 

YOUR Navy Operating Forward from Navy Live, April 16 
Right now your Navy is 100% on watch around the globe 

helping to preserve the American way of life. Whether it be 
operating and training in the waters off the coast of Virginia or 
forward deployed to the South China Sea, the flexibility and 
presence provided by our U.S. naval forces provides national 
leaders with great options for protecting and maintaining our 
national security and interests around the world. The imagery 
below highlights the Navy’s ability to provide those options 
by operating forward. 

 ARABIAN GULF - The aircraft carrier USS 
Enterprise (CVN 65) and the Military Sealift 
Command fast combat support ship USNS Supply 
(T-AOE 6) conduct a replenishment at sea. 

 GULF OF OMAN - A civilian mariner aboard the 
Military Sealift Command fleet replenishment oiler 
USNS Patuxent (T-AO 201) watches a fuel line being 
sent to the Military Sealift Command fast combat 
support ship USNS Supply (T-AOE 6) during a 
replenishment at sea. 

 PERTH, Australia - Assisted by Royal Australian 
Navy line handlers, the Ohio-class guided-missile 
submarine USS Michigan (SSGN 727) arrives at 
HMAS Stirling for a visit as part of its deployment to 
the Western Pacific. 

 HELMAND PROVINCE, Afghanistan - A dust 
storm approaches a convoy of Seabees assigned to 
Naval Mobile Construction Battalion (NMCB) 11 en 
route to their forward operating base after a day of 
work on a road construction project. 

 INDIAN OCEAN (April 21, 2012) Aviation 
Boatswain's Mate (Handling) 3rd Class Dominique 
McGhee, assigned to the Air Department's V-1 
division, directs aircraft on the flight deck aboard the 
Nimitz-class aircraft carrier USS Carl Vinson (CVN 
70). 

 INDIAN OCEAN - Explosive Ordnance Disposal 
Mobile Unit 3 demonstrates a fast-rope insertion 
from an SH-60F Sea Hawk onto the flight deck of the 
Nimitz-class aircraft carrier USS Carl Vinson (CVN 
70). 

 GULF OF ADEN - Sailors search for a simulated fire 
in one of the main spaces of the amphibious transport 
dock ship USS New Orleans (LPD 18) during a main 
space fire drill. 

 NAVAL AIR FACILITY MISAWA, Japan - The 
aviation ordnanceman team assigned to Patrol 
Squadron (VP) 1 downloads a SLAM-ER captive air 
training missile from a P-3 aircraft. 

 SOUTH CHINA SEA (April 16, 2012) Landing Craft 
Air Cushion (LCAC) 21 and LCAC-81 maneuver 
into the well deck of the forward-deployed 
amphibious dock landing ship USS Tortuga (LSD 
46). 

View Gallery (9 Photos) 
Your Navy TODAY (Apr. 19, 2012) 
On any given day, in your Navy, our team of more than 

600,000 professional Sailors and Civilians are working 
together around the globe to perform our mission: deter 
aggression and, if deterrence fails, win our Nation’s wars. It is 
not possible to share every aspect of this global team but, 
through this blog, we offer you a glimpse of what these men 
and women do. 

April 19 - MCPON Addresses Sailors in Yokosuka; 
USS Cape St. George Practices VBSS Exercises 

View Gallery (4 Photos) 
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 1

CHINFO NEWS CLIPS 
Friday, August 24, 2012 

 
Further reproduction or distribution is subject to original copyright restrictions. 

To subscribe, go to http://www.chinfo.navy.mil/pages/clips.html. 

 
On This Day In The Navy: 
1942: U.S. carrier aircraft begin 2-day Battle of Eastern Solomons where Japanese task force defeated and 
one Japanese carrier sunk. Japanese recall expedition to recapture Guadalcanal. 
 
TOP STORIES: 
1. U.S.: Missile Defense For N. Korea Threat, Not China 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 23 AUG 12) ... Matthew Pennington 

WASHINGTON -- The United States is in discussions with close ally Japan about expanding a missile defense system in Asia, 
the top U.S. general said Thursday. 

 
2. Signs Suggest Iran Is Speeding Up Work On Nuclear Program 
(NEW YORK TIMES 24 AUG 12) ... David E. Sanger 

WASHINGTON — International nuclear inspectors will soon report that Iran has installed hundreds of new centrifuges in recent 
months and may also be speeding up production of nuclear fuel while negotiations with the United States and its allies have ground to 
a near halt, according to diplomats and experts briefed on the findings. 

 
3. Britain And France Join The U.S. In Warning Syria About Military Action 
(NEW YORK TIMES 23 AUG 12) ... Rick Gladstone and Shreeya Sinha 

Britain and France raised the possibility of military intervention in the Syria conflict on Thursday, with the British prime minister 
joining President Obama in warning that he would not tolerate the transport or deployment of Syria’s chemical weapons stockpile, and 
France’s defense minister saying that a partial no-fly zone should be considered. 

 

MIDEAST: 
4. Special Forces Ready On Border To Take Out Assad's Chemical Weapons 
(LONDON TIMES (UK) 24 AUG 12) ... Hugh Tomlinson, Sheera Frenkel, Deborah Haynes and Michael Evans 

Western special forces, including troops from France and the United States, are poised along the borders of Syria to secure and 
destroy the country's arsenal of chemical weapons if the regime in Damascus collapses. 

 
5. The Public – And Private – Reasons The U.S. Isn't Arming Syrian Rebels 
The U.S. has said publicly that it doesn't want to feed the violence that is largely affecting civilian 
populations in Syria. Privately, officials have concerns about what hands U.S. arms might fall into. 
(CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR 23 AUG 12) ... Howard LaFranchi 

WASHINGTON -- As evidence grows of human rights abuses and war crimes being committed on both sides in Syria’s civil war, 
the United States is sticking publicly with its decision to provide only nonlethal equipment to the rebels fighting the regime of 
President Bashar al-Assad. 

 

ASIA – PACIFIC: 
6. Japan, U.S. Mulling Additional Missile Defense Radar Deployment 
(KYODO NEWS 24 AUG 12) 

TOKYO -- Japanese Defense Minister Satoshi Morimoto on Friday said the Japanese and U.S. governments are considering 
deploying an additional X-Band radar in Japan to enhance their missile defense network. 
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7. U.S. Mulls PAC, THAAD Missile Defense In Korea 
(YONHAP NEWS AGENCY (S.KOREA) 23 AUG 12) ... Lee Chi-dong 

WASHINGTON -- The Pentagon is leaving open the possibility of deploying high-profile missile defense systems to South 
Korea. 

 
8. U.S. Calls On Japan, S.Korea To Resolve Row 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 23 AUG 12) 

WASHINGTON -- The United States on Thursday called on South Korea and Japan to resolve differences through dialogue as 
tensions took a farcical turn, with a new row between the two nations over correspondence. 

 
9. Shifts In Asia Fuel Flare-Ups Over Islands 
In Year of Change, Neighbors Nudge Japan Over Sea Outposts, Stirring Old Rifts 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 24 AUG 12) ... Yuka Hayashi, Brian Spegele, Evan Ramstad and Alan Cullison 

The late-summer flare-up in territorial tensions between Japan and three neighbors has been stoked by a shift in the balance of 
power in Northeast Asia, as well as leadership changes or contests in all four countries that complicate the impact of domestic politics 
on foreign policies. 

 

AFGHANISTAN: 
10. Attacks On Afghan Troops By Colleagues Are Rising, Allies Say 
(NEW YORK TIMES 24 AUG 12) ... Richard A. Oppel Jr. and Graham Bowley 

KABUL, Afghanistan — Even as attacks by Afghan security forces on NATO troops have become an increasing source of 
tension, new NATO data shows another sign of vulnerability for the training mission: even greater numbers of the Afghan police and 
military forces have killed each other this year. 

 
11. Insider Attacks Don't Threaten U.S. Strategy, Allen Says 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 23 AUG 12) ... David Lerman 

The top allied commander in Afghanistan said insider attacks by Afghans against U.S. and coalition troops won’t disrupt strategy 
and won’t require pulling back troops. 

 

PERSONNEL: 
12. Chief Of Naval Personnel Visits Mayport, Jacksonville Sailors 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 23 AUG 12) ... Chief of Naval Personnel Public Affairs 

WASHINGTON -- As part of an effort to inform the fleet of key personnel policies, the Chief of Naval Personnel held several all 
hands calls at Naval Station Mayport and Naval Air Station Jacksonville Aug. 22-23. 

 
13. Navy, U.S. Nuclear Companies Sign Workforce Deal 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 23 AUG 12) 

ATLANTA -- The U.S. Navy and members of the nuclear power industry have signed a deal meant to help Navy veterans with 
specialized training find civilian jobs. 

 
14. DoD Blamed For Low Military Voter Turn-Out 
Resistance to Reforms Seen Dampening Military Vote 
(MILITARY UPDATE 23 AUG 12) ... Tom Philpott 

Absentee ballot requests from military members and spouses are alarmingly low this election year, a voter advocacy group 
contends. 

 

AVIATION: 
15. Marines Must Juggle Procurement Of JLTV, ACV, F-35: Gen. Amos 
(AOL DEFENSE 23 AUG 12) ... Sydney J. Freedberg Jr. 

PENTAGON -- Marine Commandant Gen. James Amos laid out today the tricky balancing act the Corps must take on, 
simultaneously cutting personnel, spreading out weapons programs, and shifting from counterinsurgency on land in Afghanistan to 
seaborne crisis response in the Pacific. 

 
16. MCAS Yuma 'Ready To Go' For F-35 Joint Strike Fighter's Arrival 
(YUMA (AZ) SUN 23 AUG 12) ... Chris McDaniel 

YUMA, Ariz. — Construction at Marine Air Corps Station Yuma to prepare for the arrival of the new F-35 Joint Strike Fighter 
continues to clip along at a fast pace. 
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17. U.S. To Reassure Japan On Safety Of Osprey Flights In Populated Areas 
(KYODO NEWS 23 AUG 12) 

WASHINGTON -- Martin Dempsey, the top U.S. military official, pledged Thursday to reassure Japan that it will be safe for U.S. 
forces to operate the MV-22 Osprey transport aircraft in populated areas. 

 

LEGAL: 
18. Defense Contractors Accused Of Bribing Navy Officials 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 23 AUG 12) ... Greg Moran 

SAN DIEGO — The owners of two defense contracting firms pleaded not guilty in federal court Thursday to charges that they 
bribed officials at Naval Air Station North Island in exchange for millions in government contracts. 

 

ALLIED NAVIES: 
19. Process Begins To Equip Royal Navy’s Type 26 Frigate 
(DEFENSE NEWS 23 AUG 12) ... Andrew Chuter 

LONDON — A nod of approval by the British Ministry of Defence of the baseline design for the Royal Navy’s next generation 
of frigates has triggered the start of a series of competitions to equip the warship. Prime contractor BAE Systems said it has already 
gotten the process underway by inviting companies to bid for the propulsion system. 

 
20. The Kangaroo That Growled 
(AVIATION WEEK 23 AUG 12) ... Graham Warwick 

Australia hasn't had all that much luck with its recent defense procurements -- long delays on delivery of its E-7A Wedgetail 
AEW&C platforms, then its KC-30A tanker/transports and now its F-35A Joint Strike Fighters -- but its decision to acquire 24 F/A-
18F Super Hornets to replace its F-111s appears to be paying off, at least in flexibility terms. 

 

BOOKS: 
21. McRaven Tells Troops To Pipe Down 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 24 AUG 12) ... Kimberly Dozier 

WASHINGTON — Special operations chief Adm. Bill McRaven warned his troops, current and former, that he would take legal 
action against anyone found to have exposed sensitive information that could cause fellow forces harm. 

 
22. Ex-Navy SEAL Faces Legal Jeopardy For Writing About Bin Laden Raid 
A senior military official tells NBC News the special operations community feels betrayed by the former 
SEAL who published a book about the raid that killed Osama bin Laden 
(NBC NEWS 23 AUG 12) ... Jim Miklaszewski and Pete Williams 

What legal consequences could a former U.S. Navy SEAL face for writing a book about the still-classified 2011 raid that killed 
Osama bin Laden? 

 

CONGRESS / BUDGET: 
23. Defense Cut’s Full Impact Not Immediate, Analyst Finds 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 23 AUG 12) ... David Lerman 

The defense industry wouldn’t feel the full impact of automatic budget cuts immediately, with weapons programs facing only a 
3.5 percent reduction next year, budget analyst Todd Harrison said. 

 

OUTREACH: 
24. Big Ships Herald Toledo's Navy Week 
Crowds line city riverfront for glimpse of floating vessels 
(TOLEDO BLADE 24 AUG 12) ... David Patch 

ABOARD THE USS HURRICANE -- Destroyers, aircraft carriers, and other large warships with crews ranging from hundreds to 
thousands may snare the most headlines for the Navy, but the United States military's sea-borne branch also has roles for smaller 
vessels like the one to which Seaman Travis Steer, of Rossford, was assigned after he completed basic training last year. 

 
25. U.S. Navy, Canadian Navy, Coast Guard Sail To Northeast Ohio Shore To Honor War Of 1812 
(LORAIN (OH) MORNING JOURNAL 24 AUG 12) 

First it was the Marines in early summer; now the Navy is hitting the shores of Northeast Ohio. 
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26. For Visiting Admiral, LST 325 Was A Sentimental Favorite 
(EVANSVILLE (IN) COURIER & PRESS 22 AUG 12) ... Susan Orr 

EVANSVILLE — Of all the places he visited during a two-day trip to Evansville, LST 325 was a sentimental favorite for Rear 
Adm. Charles Rainey. 

 

COMMENTARY: 
27. Send Troops Into Syria? No. 
Why Intruding On Another Muslim Country Is Ill-Advised 
(WASHINGTON POST 24 AUG 12) ... Henri J. Barkey 

Calls for a U.S. military intervention in Syria have dominated the conversation in conventional and social media. Two simple and 
effective arguments are being advanced. The first, and most compelling, is that the unfolding humanitarian catastrophe befalling the 
Syrian people mandates international action. The second is based on realpolitik: Supporting the just and winning cause of the Syrian 
rebels will put the United States in good standing with the regime that emerges from the conflict. 

 
28. The Cordesman Criteria 
(WASHINGTON POST 24 AUG 12) ... Charles Krauthammer 

Either Israel is engaged in the most elaborate ruse since the Trojan horse or it is on the cusp of a preemptive strike on Iran’s 
nuclear facilities. 

 
29. Going Beyond ‘Air-Sea Battle’ 
How ‘Air-Sea Battle’ Fits In U.S. Planning 
(WASHINGTON POST 24 AUG 12) ... Michael O’Hanlon and James Steinberg 

The new concept of American overseas military operations known as “Air-Sea Battle” has come under scrutiny and criticism. 
Popular with the Air Force and Navy, it has been construed as an aggressive policy, and some in the Pentagon see it as a way for those 
two services to grab budget share away from the Army. Across Asia, especially in China, many view it as a way for the United States 
to challenge a rising People’s Republic. 

 
30. The Osprey After Five Years: Leading A 'Tsunami Of Change' 
(AOL DEFENSE 23 AUG 12) ... Robbin Laird 

This September, the controversial Osprey will reach a five-year mark in its operational deployment history. In September 2007, 
the Osprey was deployed for the first time to Iraq. The plane has not only done well, but in five short years has demonstrated its 
capability to have not only a significant impact on combat but the re-shape thinking about concepts of operations. 

 
31. Surface Warfare – Delivery Credible Combat Capability Forward 
(NAVY LIVE BLOG 23 AUG 12) ... Rear Adm. Thomas Rowden 

Since I took over as Director, Surface Warfare Division, I have stressed the value we bring to the Navy and to the Naval and Joint 
war fight. From space to the seabed, we are fully engaged in deterring our enemies while reassuring our friends and allies… and make 
no mistake, we are the only warfighting arm of any of the services that operates heavily and extensively in the subsurface, surface, air 
and space domains simultaneously. 
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TOP STORIES: 
1. U.S.: Missile Defense For N. Korea Threat, Not China 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 23 AUG 12) ... Matthew Pennington 

WASHINGTON -- The United States is in discussions 
with close ally Japan about expanding a missile defense 
system in Asia, the top U.S. general said Thursday. 

Gen. Martin Dempsey, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff, was commenting on a Wall Street Journal report that the 
U.S. is discussing positioning an early warning radar in 
southern Japan, supplementing one already in place in the 
country's north, to contain threats from North Korea and to 
counter China's military. 

The State Department, however, said the missile defense 
system is not directed against China. 

Dempsey said no decisions have been reached on 
expanding the radar. 

"But it's certainly a topic of conversation because missile 
defense is important to both of our nations," Dempsey told 
reporters at the start of a meeting with his visiting Japanese 
counterpart, Gen. Shigeru Iwasaki, at the Pentagon. 

Japan has worked closely with the U.S. for several years 
on missile defense, and has both land- and sea-based missile 
launchers. 

North Korea's ballistic missiles are considered a threat to 
security in the Asia-Pacific region because of the risk of 
conflict erupting on the divided and heavily militarized 
Korean peninsula, and because of the secretive North's nuclear 
weapons program. The long-range rockets it is developing 
have been test-fired over Japan and potentially could reach the 
U.S. 

The North conducted its latest long-range rocket launch in 
April, defying a U.N. ban. The North said the launch was 
intended to send an observation satellite into space but it drew 
international condemnation as the rocket technology is similar 
to that used for ballistic missiles. The rocket disintegrated 
soon after takeoff. 

U.S. defense planners are also concerned about China's 
military buildup, including its missile capabilities. The U.S. 
wants to enhance its longstanding military presence in the 
region as part of a rebalancing of its forces after a decade of 
fighting in Afghanistan and Iraq. China views this as part of a 
strategy to contain its rise. 

To avoid misunderstandings, the U.S. has sought to boost 
exchanges with China's military, including a visit this week by 
the People's Liberation Army's deputy chief of general staff, 
Lt. Gen. Cai Yingting. 

Cai is visiting U.S. Army bases in Texas, Missouri and 
Hawaii, as well as the Pentagon, in order to "see Army 
capabilities and discuss issues of mutual interest with senior 
military and defense leaders," Pentagon spokeswoman Cathy 
Wilkinson said in an e-mail to The Associated Press. 

"Transparency and reciprocity are the foundation of a 
sustained, reliable and meaningful military-to-military 
relationship," Wilkinson said. 

Cai's visit follows one in May by Chinese Defense 
Minister Gen. Liang Guanglie. 

The State Department said the U.S. is taking a phased 
approach to missile defense in Asia, as it is in Europe and the 
Middle East. 

"These are defensive systems. They don't engage unless 
missiles have been fired," department spokeswoman Victoria 
Nuland told a news conference. "In the case of Asian systems, 
they are designed against a missile threat from North Korea. 
They are not directed at China." 

She said the U.S. has broad discussions with China 
through military and political channels about the systems' 
intent. 

Associated Press writers Robert Burns in Washington and 
Christopher Bodeen in Beijing contributed to this report. 

Return to Index 
 

2. Signs Suggest Iran Is Speeding Up Work On Nuclear Program 
(NEW YORK TIMES 24 AUG 12) ... David E. Sanger 

WASHINGTON — International nuclear inspectors will 
soon report that Iran has installed hundreds of new centrifuges 
in recent months and may also be speeding up production of 
nuclear fuel while negotiations with the United States and its 
allies have ground to a near halt, according to diplomats and 
experts briefed on the findings. 

Almost all of the new equipment is being installed in a 
deep underground site on a military base near Qum that is 
considered virtually invulnerable to military attack. It would 
suggest that a boast by senior Iranian leaders late last month 
— that the country had added upward of 1,000 new machines 
to its installation despite Western sabotage — may be true. 

The report will also indicate, according to the officials 
familiar with its contents, that Iran is increasingly focused on 
enriching uranium to a level of 20 percent — a purity that it 
says it needs for a specialty nuclear reactor that it insists is 
used only for medical purposes, but that outside experts say 
gets it most of the way to the level needed to produce a 
workable nuclear bomb. The report does not attempt to 
address the question of whether Iran has made a decision to 

build a nuclear weapon; American intelligence officials 
believe it has not, and Iran insists it wants to use nuclear 
power for peaceful ends. 

It is unlikely that Iran has begun to use the new 
centrifuges to produce fuel, and even with a significant 
increase in fuel production it would still take months, at the 
least, to produce a crude weapon. By most American 
government estimates, Iran would need at least two years to 
develop a workable warhead that could fit atop a missile. 

Nonetheless, the report by the International Atomic 
Energy Agency’s experts, first reported by Reuters, is likely to 
renew the debate over Iran’s intentions at a time when Israeli 
officials are stepping up their warnings that the window to 
conduct a pre-emptive military strike is closing. 

A faction led by Israel’s defense minister, Ehud Barak, 
will almost certainly argue that Iran has moved closer to what 
Mr. Barak calls a “zone of immunity,” a point at which so 
much equipment is installed in the underground facility, called 
Fordow, that it will soon be too late for Israel to stop Iran from 
producing a weapon, should it choose to do so. 
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The report could also become an issue in the presidential 
race. The presumptive Republican nominee, Mitt Romney, 
used a trip to Israel last month to declare that President Obama 
had wasted time with fruitless negotiations with Iran, and that 
Iran had taken advantage of the time to advance its nuclear 
program. 

“This will stir more discussion of how much time is left 
for diplomacy,” Olli Heinonen, the former chief inspector for 
the International Atomic Energy Agency, and now a fellow at 
Harvard’s Belfer Center for Science and International Affairs, 
said Thursday. “Even if the new centrifuges are not operating 
yet, a thousand new ones would represent a 20 percent 
increase — and an increased production level will be a red line 
for many people.” 

It may also make it harder to win a diplomatic deal. Under 
an offer that the United States and its Western allies, along 
with Russia, presented to Iran privately in late spring, Tehran 
would be allowed to retain some enrichment capability if it 
turned over its entire stockpile of 20 percent-enriched uranium 
and answered the questions posed by international inspectors 
about evidence that it has worked on a weapon. Though 
Iranian officials have privately expressed some interest in the 
plan, the deal has gone nowhere, and no new negotiating 
sessions are scheduled, American officials say. 

“For now, the talks are dead in the water,” one senior 
official said Thursday. 

Mr. Obama and his staff have been trying to avoid a crisis 
over Iran that would unfold in the last months of the 
presidential election. But the report, expected to be the last by 
the I.A.E.A. before Election Day, will lay out a stark reality: 
Despite increasingly painful sanctions, and a covert program 
called Olympic Games that aimed to slow the Iranian program 
with cyberattacks, Iran has made substantial progress in 
producing enriched uranium in recent years — from about one 
bomb’s worth when Mr. Obama took office in 2009 to the 
equivalent of about five bombs’ worth today. 

But the fuel would require considerable additional 
enrichment before it was usable in a weapon, and even then, 
Mr. Obama and others have insisted, the United States would 
almost certainly have considerable notice, and time to act, 
before Iran developed a usable nuclear weapon. On this point, 

the Israelis disagree. The critical question likely to be 
prompted by the I.A.E.A. report, which could be published as 
soon as Wednesday, comes down to this: How much closer is 
Iran to gaining a nuclear weapons “capability” — that is, the 
ability to produce a bomb on relatively short notice? 

The Israelis have declared that Iran cannot be permitted to 
reach that capability, a position Mr. Romney seemed to 
endorse during his visit to Israel. Mr. Obama has said only that 
he would prevent Iran from obtaining a weapon, and has left 
unclear whether it would be worth the risks to stop Iran from 
walking up to the edge of building a weapon. 

This summer, two top administration officials, Defense 
Secretary Leon E. Panetta and the president’s national security 
adviser, Thomas E. Donilon, made separate visits to Israel to 
convince Mr. Barak and Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
that Mr. Obama meant it when he said he would stop Iran 
from obtaining a weapon. 

But Israeli officials have made it clear that they have 
found the reassurances less than convincing, and suggested 
they might act even if the limits of Israel’s military power may 
mean the Iranian program would be delayed by only two years 
or so. Many in Israel’s military and intelligence establishments 
have argued that this is not the time for an attack, and the 
recently retired chief of staff of the Israeli Defense Force, 
Gabi Ashkenazi, added his voice on Wednesday to the former 
officials urging Mr. Netanyahu to look for other options, from 
further sanctions to additional covert action. 

The Israeli case that the West may not be able to detect 
Iran’s progress could be fueled by another element of the 
forthcoming report, detailing efforts by Iran to clean up a 
long-suspected nuclear site called Parchin on the outskirts of 
Tehran. 

It is at that site that the agency, based on interviews with 
at least one scientist and intelligence reports provided by 
Western powers, suspects Iran may have conducted weapons-
related testing. But satellite imagery suggests that Iran has 
spent months cleaning up the site, even carting away topsoil. 
Diplomats believe that by the time I.A.E.A. inspectors are 
permitted to visit — if such a visit is allowed — whatever 
evidence was there could have been eradicated. 
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3. Britain And France Join The U.S. In Warning Syria About Military Action 
(NEW YORK TIMES 23 AUG 12) ... Rick Gladstone and Shreeya Sinha 

Britain and France raised the possibility of military 
intervention in the Syria conflict on Thursday, with the British 
prime minister joining President Obama in warning that he 
would not tolerate the transport or deployment of Syria’s 
chemical weapons stockpile, and France’s defense minister 
saying that a partial no-fly zone should be considered. 

The British and French statements reinforced a sense that 
the window for diplomatic efforts to halt the 18-month-old 
conflict might have closed, as new crackdowns by the Syrian 
military were reported in the Damascus suburbs. 

Concern was also growing over the safety of journalists 
who have entered Syria without official permission to report 
on the conflict. A veteran Japanese war correspondent was 
killed on Monday in the embattled northern city of Aleppo, 
and an American freelance journalist who has been roving 

Syria with insurgents since May has been missing for more 
than a week. 

In a further sign of anxiety over the security surrounding 
chemical weapons stashed in Syria, officials said the subject 
came up in Istanbul during the first meeting of a newly created 
joint working group of the United States and Turkey. The 
purpose of the group, first announced by Secretary of State 
Hillary Rodham Clinton a few weeks ago, is to prepare for the 
aftermath of what leaders from both countries have described 
as the inevitable fall of President Bashar al-Assad. 

Worries about the chemical weapons were also expressed 
by Russia, the Assad government’s most important foreign 
supporter. Gennady Gatilov, Russia’s deputy foreign minister, 
said in an interview with The Associated Press that the 
Russians were working closely with the Syrian authorities to 
guarantee that the chemical weapons arsenal remained secure. 
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Syria confirmed for the first time last month that it had a 
stockpile of chemical weapons, which American officials have 
said includes supplies of deadly nerve agents. 

On Monday, Mr. Obama, worried that such weapons 
could fall into the hands of extremists in the chaos that has 
engulfed parts of Syria, issued a direct threat to the Syrian 
government about the possibility of American military action 
if such unconventional weapons were moved or deployed. 

Prime Minister David Cameron of Britain added his voice 
to Mr. Obama’s warning on Thursday. A statement by his 
office at 10 Downing Street that was posted online said he and 
Mr. Obama had discussed the issue by telephone on 
Wednesday evening and that “both agreed that the use — or 
threat — of chemical weapons was completely unacceptable 
and would force them to revisit their approach so far.” 

The United States and other major Western nations 
supporting the opposition in Syria have repeatedly expressed 
reluctance to militarize the conflict further. But Mrs. Clinton 
has not ruled out the possibility of a partial no-fly zone, and on 
Thursday the French defense minister publicly backed that 
idea, suggesting air protection for rebel-held territory between 
Aleppo and the Turkish border. 

“The idea of a no-fly over a particular part of Syria, as 
suggested by Hillary Clinton, should be examined,” the 
minister, Jean-Yves Le Drian, said in an interview on the 
France 24 international news channel. 

In Syria on Thursday, opposition activists reported that 
government forces supported by tanks raided a suburb of 
Damascus in what appeared to be part of a widening military 
campaign in neighborhoods where the rebels are strong and 
the government is unable to assert full control. 

The opposition accounts said loyalist forces were 
searching the suburb, known as Daraya, house to house even 
though rebel forces had apparently withdrawn. The Local 
Coordination Committees, an opposition network in Syria, 
said 15 people in Daraya were killed by rocket fire, including 
a mother and two children. 

By late morning, the group said 73 people had been 
killed, mainly in the suburbs of Damascus. That death 
accounting could not be independently verified. 

The difficulties of firsthand reporting in Syria were 
underscored by reports that Austin Tice, 31, a freelance 

reporter and photographer who has worked for The 
Washington Post, the McClatchy Company and Agence 
France-Presse, among others, had not been seen or heard from 
since mid-August. The Committee to Protect Journalists, an 
advocacy group in New York, said in a statement it was 
“deeply concerned.” 

Mr. Tice, who served in the Marines in Iraq and 
Afghanistan and was enrolled as a student in Georgetown Law 
School at the time he entered Syria, had often traveled with 
units of the Free Syrian Army, the main anti-Assad insurgent 
group, according to his profile on Flickr, the photo-sharing 
Web site. 

In a telephone interview with his parents, Debra and Marc 
Allen Tice, from their home in Houston, they said they had 
been in regular contact with Mr. Tice via online chatting or 
Twitter posts until recently. 

“It’s hard not to worry about his safety,” the mother said. 
“We’d like to hear from him. That’s the main thing that we’re 
thinking. We cling to the possibility that he’s just in a location 
where communication is impossible.” 

Both said they were grateful that both The Washington 
Post and McClatchy, which reported his disappearance on 
Thursday, had been very supportive of efforts to locate him. 

“Twitter is already exploding, and it’s a huge blessing to 
us that there are so many people who are expressing care and 
good wishes, and it really means a lot to us,” Ms. Tice said. 

They said that the State Department was also working to 
locate Mr. Tice through the American Interests Section at the 
embassy of the Czech Republic in Damascus. 

Mr. Tice, who did tours of duty in both Iraq and 
Afghanistan, had developed a following on Facebook and 
Twitter through his accounts of the Syrian insurgency. 

“No, I don’t have a death wish,” Mr. Tice wrote on his 
Facebook page in July. “I have a life wish. So I’m living, in a 
place, at a time and with a people where life means more than 
anywhere I’ve ever been — because every single day people 
here lay down their own for the sake of others.” 

He wrote, “Coming here to Syria is the greatest thing I’ve 
ever done, and it’s the greatest feeling of my life.” 

Reporting was contributed by Hwaida Saad and Damien 
Cave from Beirut, Lebanon; Alan Cowell from Paris; and 
Sebnem Arsu from Istanbul. 
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MIDEAST: 
4. Special Forces Ready On Border To Take Out Assad's Chemical Weapons 
(LONDON TIMES (UK) 24 AUG 12) ... Hugh Tomlinson, Sheera Frenkel, Deborah Haynes and Michael Evans 

Western special forces, including troops from France and 
the United States, are poised along the borders of Syria to 
secure and destroy the country's arsenal of chemical weapons 
if the regime in Damascus collapses. 

According to intelligence sources, specialised military 
units from the Western allies have been in place for more than 
a month in Turkey, Israel and Jordan, ready to strike at Syria's 
chemical weapon stocks and missile sites. They would 
intervene if the weapons were about to be deployed by 
President Assad or were in danger of being captured by rebels. 

"The personnel are there, the equipment is there, the lift 
capability is there," said one intelligence source in the Middle 
East. 

"There are people on the ground [inside Syria] assessing 
the logistics of landing and securing these sites. Preparations 
are under way for a mission to secure and destroy these 
weapons." 

Intelligence sources said that British special forces were 
among those deployed in the region, but this was unconfirmed 
last night. 

The troop build-up on Syria's borders underlines the 
mounting concern among Western powers and their regional 
allies that the largest stockpile of chemical weapons in the 
Middle East could fall into the hands of terrorists as the 
country fragments. 
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Militant groups operating in Syria, including al-Qaeda, 
have made it clear that they would like to seize chemical 
weapons, while the regime has hinted that it could transfer part 
of its arsenal to the Lebanon-based militant group Hezbollah if 
its survival is in doubt. 

President Obama warned this week that the use or transfer 
of chemical weapons by the Assad regime would be "a red 
line" that could trigger U.S. military intervention. 
Washington's stance has been backed by David Cameron and 
President Hollande of France. 

The issue was top of the agenda at a meeting of American 
and Turkish officials in Ankara yesterday, involving 
representatives from the U.S. State Department, the Pentagon, 
U.S. Central Command and the CIA. One U.S. official who 
was at the meeting confirmed that intelligence on Syria's 
chemical weapons was the "focus of the meeting". He added 
that plans were in place to secure the weapons if it was felt 
that the Syrian regime had either lost control or was planning 
to use them against a civilian population. 

The U.S. plan includes bombing the chemical weapons 
sites to incinerate the toxic agents. General James Mattis, 
commander of U.S. Central Command, has requested a force 
of two aircraft carrier strike groups. 

USS John C Stennis set off for the region on Monday to 
join USS Enterprise. 

It is not just the size but the range of Syria's chemical 
weapons stocks that is causing concern. Damascus is known to 
have manufactured mustard gas and the nerve agent sarin, and 
is believed to hold stockplies of VX and cyanide gas. Artillery 
shells, bombs and warheads for Scud missiles have been filled 
with these agents. 

Four main production facilities have been identified, near 
the cities of Aleppo, Latakia, Homs and Hama, but 
intelligence on storage sites around the country is less clear. 
The number of stores has been estimated at almost 40. 

Securing all the sites would be beyond the capability of 
special forces teams alone. At least 70,000 troops would be 
required for the task, according to a joint British and American 
analysis. The Pentagon plans a joint operation by American, 
Turkish, and Jordanian troops, with support from Israel. 

"Assad's departure, which, when it happens, risks 
complete anarchy, will pose serious risks in respect of 
chemical weapons security. This is not a job that a few SF 
could manage," a Whitehall source said yesterday. 

The Assad Government is believed to have moved some 
weapons to more secure locations under the eye of the Syrian 
air force. Despite previous threats from Damascus, there is no 
indication yet that any of the stockpile has fallen into the 
wrong hands or is being prepared for deployment. 

"Ironically the Assad regime has, give or take, been 
scrupulous in ensuring Syrian chemical weapons stocks 
remain secured. He has known the risk any use of them entails 
for many weeks," the source said. 

But a former intelligence officer with the Syrian military, 
who recently defected to the rebels, told The Times yesterday 
that a cache of weapons had been moved to near the Lebanese 
border, where they could be transferred to Hezbollah in less 
than two hours. 

This was confirmed by Israeli officials who are closely 
monitoring the situation along the Lebanese border. Israel has 
made it clear that it will act to prevent Hezbollah from 
acquiring chemical weapons. 

"It is like they are taunting us. They don't have any reason 
to give Hezbollah the weapons but to use them as a deterrent 
against Israel," one Israeli former intelligence officer told The 
Times. 

Dina Esfandiary, of the International Institute for 
Strategic Studies in London, said that President Assad was 
aware that using chemical weapons would amount to "signing 
his own death warrant". The weapons sites are secured by his 
most loyal troops and generals. 

But as the conflict deepens, there is a danger that defences 
at the weapons sites could be weakened when the troops are 
thrown into battle. 

"As the strain on the regime increases, it will find 
securing those weapons more difficult," said Ms Esfandiary. 

The last international observers left Damascus yesterday 
after the UN failed to extend their mission. Activists said that 
at least 100 people were killed across the country in clashes. 
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5. The Public – And Private – Reasons The U.S. Isn't Arming Syrian Rebels 
The U.S. has said publicly that it doesn't want to feed the violence that is largely affecting civilian 
populations in Syria. Privately, officials have concerns about what hands U.S. arms might fall into. 
(CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR 23 AUG 12) ... Howard LaFranchi 

WASHINGTON -- As evidence grows of human rights 
abuses and war crimes being committed on both sides in 
Syria’s civil war, the United States is sticking publicly with its 
decision to provide only nonlethal equipment to the rebels 
fighting the regime of President Bashar al-Assad. 

A new report from Amnesty International Thursday 
confirms what the United Nations found on its own fact-
finding mission last week: The large majority of civilian 
deaths and human rights abuses are coming at the hands of 
government forces and militias, but evidence of summary 
executions and other abuses at the hands of rebel forces is also 
growing. Overall, an environment is mounting of tit-for-tat 
violence and rising atrocities. 

“Amnesty International is alarmed that a pattern of 
extrajudicial and summary executions by all parties in the 

conflict appears to be gathering pace,” the human rights group 
said in its report, which focuses on a 10-day, on-the-ground 
investigation of violence in the embattled city of Aleppo. 

The Amnesty report comes out a day after The New York 
Times released a video allegedly showing rebels telling a 
captive pro-government fighter that he can gain his freedom 
by driving a truck to a Syrian Army checkpoint. Unbeknown 
to the captive, the truck is loaded with a bomb, but a remote 
detonation fails. 

In the face of mounting evidence of violations of 
international rules of conduct on all sides, the U.S. is 
remaining firm for now in its position that it is providing the 
rebels with only nonlethal support, such as communications 
equipment, because it does not want to feed the violence that 
is largely affecting civilian populations. 
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“We have made a decision to only provide nonlethal 
assistance, but we do coordinate with others who have made 
other decisions,” State Department spokeswoman Victoria 
Nuland said last week, in discussing U.S. condemnation of 
Iran’s growing involvement in the conflict, supporting the 
Assad regime. 

The American view is that Iran’s on-the-ground support 
for Mr. Assad is only “prolonging the misery of the Syrian 
people,” although the U.S. is “coordinating” with countries 
like Saudi Arabia and Qatar, which are among the sources of 
the heavier arms that the rebels have been able to deploy 
recently. 

After the UN human rights chief issued a report last week 
faulting the Assad regime for most but not all of the 
indiscriminate violence and abuses, the State Department said 
the UN report confirmed its own perception of the situation. 

“Our reading of the report is that the [UN] finds the same 
thing that we have been saying, which is that the 
preponderance of the violence, the preponderance of the 
abuses are on the side of the regime ... which is not to say that 
there have been no problems on the rebel side,” Ms. Nuland 
said. “Obviously there have been problems, but the 
preponderance of violence has been with government-led 
forces.” 

But privately, U.S. officials say that part of the reluctance 
to arm the rebels stems from concerns about what hands 
American arms might fall into and how they might be used. 
U.S. officials have long worried about signs that Al Qaeda and 

other Islamist extremist groups are infiltrating Syria to fight 
Assad. As a result, the U.S. has beefed up on-the-ground 
efforts to know who the rebel groups are. 

The U.S. is also supporting international efforts to instill a 
“code of conduct” in the Syrian opposition and the forces 
fighting on its behalf – in part to try to head off a round of 
reprisal violence when, as most regional experts expect, the 
Assad regime falls. 

But signs of rising abuses and a growing presence of 
extremist elements on the anti-regime side appear to be 
prompting more public warnings from the U.S. 

“We do have concerns and we’ve had concerns that 
extremist elements will try to exploit the violence, will try to 
pursue their own agenda inside Syria,” Nuland said Monday. 

The U.S. has been stressing the importance of renouncing 
extremism and terrorism in all its “interactions” with the 
opposition forces, she said. 

But Nuland suggested that if the U.S. has focused on 
ending the violence – rather than feeding it by providing arms 
– one reason is the concern about a growing extremist 
presence that does not envision the same kind of post-Assad 
Syria that the U.S. does. 

“This is why we’ve got to end the violence, because the 
longer it goes on, the more scope there will be for these kinds 
of groups to abuse Syrian territory, abuse the situation for their 
own agendas,” she said. Those agendas, she added, “have 
nothing to do with peace or democracy or a positive future for 
the people of Syria.” 
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ASIA – PACIFIC: 
6. Japan, U.S. Mulling Additional Missile Defense Radar Deployment 
(KYODO NEWS 24 AUG 12) 

TOKYO -- Japanese Defense Minister Satoshi Morimoto 
on Friday said the Japanese and U.S. governments are 
considering deploying an additional X-Band radar in Japan to 
enhance their missile defense network. 

"Japan and the United States are discussing how to 
deploy" the radar, Morimoto told a press conference. 

In Washington on Thursday, the Japanese Self-Defense 
Forces' Chief of Joint Staff Gen. Shigeru Iwasaki met with 
U.S. Joint Chiefs of Staff Chairman Gen. Martin Dempsey. 

"On the issue of missile defense in general, we are very 
closely partnered with our Japanese partners," Dempsey told 

reporters after the meeting. "It's certainly a topic of 
conversation because missile defense is important to both of 
our nations." 

The Wall Street Journal on Thursday reported the United 
States is planning to install an X-Band radar on an undisclosed 
southern Japanese island and another in Southeast Asia to 
build up missile defense to counter North Korean and Chinese 
missile threats. 

The new radar in Japan "could be installed within months 
of Japan's agreement" in addition to the existing radar in 
Aomori Prefecture, northern Japan, it said. 
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7. U.S. Mulls PAC, THAAD Missile Defense In Korea 
(YONHAP NEWS AGENCY (S.KOREA) 23 AUG 12) ... Lee Chi-dong 

In a report commissioned by the Pentagon and submitted 
to Congress in July, the Center for Strategic and International 
Studies (CSIS), a think tank in Washington, recommended the 
U.S. consider placing Terminal High Altitude Area Defense 
(THAAD) and Patriot Advanced Capability (PAC) assets in 
South Korea. 

U.S. officials said the CSIS report talks about "possibly" 
adding the systems to South Korea, where around 28,000 
American troops are stationed. 

"The report is an independent assessment and suggests 
some force posture investments or enhancements beyond the 
Defense Department's current plans," a Pentagon official told 
Yonhap News Agency on the customary condition of 
anonymity. 

The official, however, said, "We will evaluate these 
possible enhancements for their strategic and operational 
value, as well as their feasibility and affordability." 
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The possibility, whether it's high or not, has drawn keen 
attention after a press report that the U.S. is planning to bolster 
its missile defense shield in Northeast Asia. 

The U.S. is moving to deploy a new X-Band radar array 
in Japan that could be used in conjunction with land-based 
THAAD launchers, according to the Wall Street Journal. 

The U.S. government confirmed the plan amid 
speculation that it's actually aimed at countering China. 

The State Department dismissed that view. 

"These are defensive systems," department spokeswoman 
Victoria Nuland said at a press briefing. "They don't engage 
unless missiles have been fired. And in the case of the Asian 
systems, they are designed to defend against a missile threat 
from North Korea. They are not directed at China." 

Meanwhile, the South Korean government is apparently 
seeking a low-tier missile defense system to deal with any 
missile attacks from North Korea. 
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8. U.S. Calls On Japan, S.Korea To Resolve Row 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 23 AUG 12) 

WASHINGTON -- The United States on Thursday called 
on South Korea and Japan to resolve differences through 
dialogue as tensions took a farcical turn, with a new row 
between the two nations over correspondence. 

"Both of these countries are strong, important, valued 
allies of the United States. It's obviously not comfortable for 
us when they have a dispute between them," State Department 
spokeswoman Victoria Nuland told reporters. 

"So our message to each of them is the same: Work this 
out, work it out peacefully, work it out through consultations," 
she said. 

The two nations had worked in recent years to repair 
relations. But many Koreans remain bitter over Japan's 1910-
1945 occupation, and tensions flared on August 10 when 
South Korean President Lee Myung-Bak paid an 
unprecedented visit to disputed islands. 

In an increasingly bitter tit-for-tat, South Korea refused to 
accept delivery of a protest note by Japanese Prime Minister 
Yoshihiko Noda. 

Tokyo accused its neighbor of breaching diplomatic 
norms and refused to take the letter back. 

The United States has tried to stay studiously neutral on 
the emotive dispute, although both sides have sought 
Washington's validation of their claim to the Seoul-controlled 
islands known as Dokdo in Korea and Takeshima in Japan. 

Nuland said that senior Japanese diplomat Shinsuke 
Sugiyama raised the issue when he met Wednesday in 
Washington with Kurt Campbell, the assistant secretary of 
state handling East Asia. 

"My understanding is that the Japanese side brought it up 
and that our side said what we always say, publicly and 
privately -- that we want to see the two countries work it out 
together," Nuland said. 

Sugiyama also met other U.S. officials including Glyn 
Davies, the U.S. point man on North Korea. 

U.S. analysts have voiced concern that the flare-up 
between its northeastern Asian allies have set back broader 
interests in the region, where concerns remain high over North 
Korea and China is rising in clout. 
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9. Shifts In Asia Fuel Flare-Ups Over Islands 
In Year of Change, Neighbors Nudge Japan Over Sea Outposts, Stirring Old Rifts 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 24 AUG 12) ... Yuka Hayashi, Brian Spegele, Evan Ramstad and Alan Cullison 

The late-summer flare-up in territorial tensions between 
Japan and three neighbors has been stoked by a shift in the 
balance of power in Northeast Asia, as well as leadership 
changes or contests in all four countries that complicate the 
impact of domestic politics on foreign policies. 

The passions recently inflamed in Japan, China, South 
Korea, and Russia over the disputed areas are striking in part 
because of the seeming insignificance of the stakes: largely 
uninhabited islands with few natural resources, decent fishing 
rights and mostly modest strategic value. 

But the spats aren't just about the islands. They are rooted 
in long, complex histories between Japan and its neighbors, 
particularly an ill-fated imperialistic expansion in the first half 
of the previous century, and Tokyo's inability to resolve fully 
lingering tensions in the following decades of peace. Now the 
still-simmering disagreements appear to have become 
opportunities for those nations to test the resolve of a Japan 
seen weakening economically and politically. 

"The shift in power balance resulting from China's rise is 
pushing Japan into a defensive position," said Makoto Iokibe, 

former president of the National Defense Academy of Japan. 
"Countries that engage in power politics are taking advantage 
of the situation, confident that they can push further and still 
get away with it." 

In just in a matter of days this month, Tokyo found itself 
grappling with new tensions on three fronts. The Aug. 15 
landing of Chinese activists on one of the contested islands—
called Senkaku in Japan and Diaoyu in Chinese—was 
countered by a similar landing by a group of Japanese 
nationalists a few days later. Tokyo and Seoul have been 
caught in an escalating tit-for-tat since early August when 
South Korean President Lee Myung-bak visited Korea-
controlled islets known as Dokdo in the Koreas and 
Takeshima in Japan; they are also known as the Liancourt 
Rocks. Russia, meanwhile, threatened to send naval ships to 
Moscow-controlled islands north of Japan that Tokyo has long 
claimed. That came a few weeks after Prime Minister Dmitry 
Medvedev visited the territory called the Kurils in Russia and 
the Northern Territories in Japan. 
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On Thursday, the spat between Japan and South Korea 
turned nastier. In a highly contentious diplomatic gesture, 
Seoul tried to send back a letter of protest that Prime Minister 
Yoshihiko Noda had written to Mr. Lee. The attempt failed as 
security guards at Tokyo's Foreign Ministry refused to let cars 
carrying South Korean diplomats enter its grounds. The South 
Korean government later returned the letter by registered mail. 
At a parliament session, Mr. Noda said Japan has demanded 
Mr. Lee apologize for remarks deemed offensive to the 
Japanese emperor. 

Government officials and analysts say Japan and South 
Korea will be careful not to let the political tensions damage 
their significant bilateral economic ties. Still, worrying signs 
are emerging. Anti-Japan protesters in South Korea have 
called for a boycott of Japanese products. Japan has cancelled 
a bilateral meeting of finance ministers this month and 
threatened to shelve the expansion of a foreign-exchange swap 
deal agreed to last year as a contingency measure to cope with 
a potential financial crisis. Some in Japan are concerned that 
Seoul may try to shut Japan out of trade talks with China that 
had been intended to lead to a three-way pact. 

The concern not to let the spat escalate is felt on both 
sides. "We have never tried to link issues of history with other 
important issues for the future of our countries," one of Mr. 
Lee's aides said. 

Some experts also see the tiffs being stoked by new 
questions about the strength of the half-century-old U.S.-Japan 
military alliance. While the two governments are taking many 
steps to deepen defense ties, rising grass-roots opposition in 
Japan to Marine bases and the deployment of U.S. military 
aircraft has complicated cooperation efforts. 

"The U.S.-Japan alliance remains strong, but it has 
weakened a bit—in the parlance of S&P, it has been 
downgraded and is not triple-A anymore," said Ryozo Kato, a 
retired diplomat who served for seven years as Japan's 
ambassador to the U.S. "Once we show signs of weakness in 
the alliance, that would tempt China, Russia, and Korea." 

The growing animosities in the region also create new 
challenges for the U.S., as it shifts its focus to Asia to counter 
China's dramatic rise. In particular, the increasingly raucous 
row between Tokyo and Seoul could undermine Washington's 
efforts to enlist the unified help of its two closest allies in 
deterring aggressive action by Beijing. 

In their report on the U.S.-Japan alliance published this 
month, Richard Armitage, a former U.S. deputy secretary of 
state, and Joseph Nye, a former assistant secretary of defense, 
urged Tokyo and Seoul to "resist the temptation to resurrect 
deep historical differences and to utilize nationalist sentiments 
for domestic political purposes." The called strong U.S.-Japan-
South Korea relations "absolutely critical to the alliance and 
the regional stability and prosperity." 

Fueling the contentions is rising nationalism sweeping the 
region at a time when countries jockey for leadership positions 
in the new regional order, while fighting the pressure of global 
economic competition that has left many citizens falling 
behind. The resulting anxiety carries particular political 
weight this year across the region. China faces a leadership 
transition. Russia had a presidential election this year, and 
South Korea has one at year's end. In Japan, Mr. Noda faces 
mounting pressure to call a snap election in coming months—

a contest he is seen as likely to lose unless he can quickly 
seize on a winning political issue. 

Japan's standoff with China centers around a chain of East 
China Sea Islands. Japan gained control of them at the end of 
its 1894-95 war with China, but China and Taiwan also claim 
sovereignty, citing historic association with the islands. The 
dispute has intensified in recent years with China's rapid naval 
expansion. 

Chinese civilian leaders are wary of appearing weak on 
territorial issues with Tokyo that have an intense resonance 
with the public, especially as the sensitive once-a-decade 
leadership change is expected to begin in Beijing in coming 
months. While Japan and China are increasingly entwined 
economically and Japanese pop culture is popular among 
Chinese youths, long-standing mistrust remains, rooted in 
Japan's brutal occupation of large parts of China during World 
War II. 

In response to Japan's expulsion this month of the Chinese 
activists who landed on the Senkaku, violent anti-Japanese 
protests erupted in a number of Chinese cities over the 
weekend. Photos posted online showed protesters smashing 
Japanese-brand cars. Analysts and diplomats said the anti-
Japanese protests—China's worst since October 2010—
underscored how intense public nationalism threaten leaders' 
control if they are perceived by the public as weak. In one of 
the most striking images, a mob of young men in Shenzhen 
overturned a Japanese-brand police car as officers stood 
helplessly by. 

Japan's dispute with South Korea centers around the 
Liancourt Rocks, a set of islets halfway between the two 
countries, named after a French whaling ship that plied those 
waters in the 1840s. The islets have appeared on maps in both 
countries going back to the 1600s. Japan claimed control of 
them in 1905, shortly before its 1910 colonization of the 
Korean peninsula. 

Since taking office in 2008, Mr. Lee has endured criticism 
that he treats South Korea's historical disputes with Japan too 
lightly. His Aug. 10 visit to the islets came after a public 
outcry in June over historical issues between the two countries 
forced his office to scrap a deal with Japan that provided a 
working framework for sharing military secrets. 

Some analysts in the two countries believe that Mr. Lee's 
decision to visit the islets was aimed at countering low 
approval ratings, shifting attention from scandals—and 
showing that he still holds agenda-setting power even though 
he has just six months left in office before the December 
presidential election. In a recent speech, Mr. Lee vowed to 
keep working "until the last day of my term in office." 

Japan claims the four Kuril Islands controlled by Russia 
and located off Hokkaido based on the 1855 Treaty of 
Shimoda, the first Russo-Japanese agreement addressing the 
area. Moscow argues that the islands became part of the Soviet 
Union following Japan's World War II defeat. 

Some trace Russia's recent visible reminders of its control 
over the islands to the country's changing image of itself, and 
efforts by President Vladimir Putin to reassert Moscow's 
global influence. 

Moscow has been especially worried about its image in 
Asia, where China's burgeoning economy and growing cities 
along the Russian-Chinese border have eclipsed Russia's own 
deteriorating economy and dwindling population. Mr. 
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Medvedev's first visit to the Kurils in 2010 was choreographed 
to show that "the country's leadership takes care of even its 
remotest regions," wrote Fyodor Lyukanov, editor of Russia in 
Global Affairs magazine. 

A Primer On Islands In Contention 
Senkaku Islands 
The History: China's claim to the Senkakus is based in 

part on records dating to the early 15th century. Beijing claims 
the area was for centuries used by Chinese fishermen and for 
other purposes before it was taken by the Japanese during the 
Sino-Japanese War of 1894-95. Japan dismisses China's 
position, saying it had never claimed its sovereignty before the 
1970s. The U.S. took over administration of the islands after 
World War II, but returned them to Japan along with Okinawa 
in 1972, a decision China has since contested. Taiwan also 
claims the islands. The dispute has grown with China's rapid 
naval expansion in the South and East China Seas, 
culminating in a standoff in 2010 that chilled bilateral ties for 
months. The latest flare-up was started by combative Tokyo 
Gov. Shintaro Ishihara's move to purchase the islands from a 
private Japanese owner., which pushed the central government 
into making its own offer to buy them. 

The Stakes: China's push for the Senkakus in the East 
China Sea contrasts with other territorial disputes it faces with 
Vietnam, the Philippines and others in the South China Sea. 
Oil-and-gas deposits in the East China Sea are believed to be 
much smaller than the potentially massive deepwater reserves 
in the disputed South China Sea. 

The Senkakus do hold an important strategic position as a 
unique area where U.S. security obligations to Japan and 
Taiwan potentially overlap. The East China Sea and Yellow 
Sea have long served as an important buffer between China's 
advancing military capabilities and U.S. allies like Japan and 
South Korea. 

Control over the Senkakus would be important as the 
military looks to expand China's security sphere. The East 
China Sea and the disputed areas near the Senkakus provide 
important shipping access to some of China's key ports, and 
Chinese leaders have long worried about direct U.S. influence 
there as well as proxy U.S. influence through the Japanese. 

Chinese military strategy in part focuses on denying 
access to potential naval adversaries. Greater Chinese military 
control over the East China Sea, for example, would 
complicate U.S. efforts to intervene in the event of conflict 
with Taiwan. 

Liancourt Rocks 
Controlled by South Korea. Called Dokdo by South 

Korea, Takeshima by Japan. 
The History: The dispute with South Korea over the 

Liancourt Rocks, a set of islets halfway between the two 
countries, can be traced back several centuries. 

The islets have appeared on maps in both countries back 
to the 1600s. Korea says that texts dated as far back as the 6th 
century mention them. Japan questions the accuracy of Korea's 
assertions. 

Japan assumed control of them in 1905, shortly before its 
1910 colonization of the Korean peninsula. Japan's assertion 
today rests in part on the fact that the U.S. did not include the 
islets in a list of territory Japan was forced to give up after 
World War II. South Korea has disputed that since early 1950s 
and controlled the islet with a small detachment of police 
since 1954. The latest spat came after South Korean president 
Lee Myung-bak visited the islets in early August. Japan has 
since started a process to request conciliation at the 
International Court of Justice. 

The Stakes: The islets are surrounded by fertile fishing 
waters. In recent years, speculation arose of energy resources 
under nearby waters, but that hasn't been proven. 

South Korea's state-run natural gas company says a 2007 
survey found natural gas hydrate in waters near Ulleung 
Island, about 75 kilometers (40 miles) from the islets. Natural 
gas hydrate is a crystal compound that, when depressurized, 
converts to natural gas and water. Energy companies are still 
working on efficient ways to recover it. 

In 2008, the South Korean national oil company, working 
with Woodside Energy Ltd. of Australia, identified geologic 
structures in the Ulleung area with significant volumes of gas 
or oil. But their first exploratory well came up dry and was 
closed earlier this year. 

Japanese experts question the existence of significant 
natural resources reserves in the area. 

Kuril Islands 
Controlled by Russia. Called the Kuril Islands by Russia, 

the Northern Territories by Japan. 
The History: Japan claims the four islands based on the 

1855 Treaty of Shimoda, the first Russo-Japanese agreement 
addressing the status of Sakhalin Island and the Kurils. The 
return of the islands is one of Tokyo's conditions for finally 
signing a peace treaty with Russia to end World War II. 

Moscow argues that the islands became part of the Soviet 
Union following the war and there can be no question about 
Russian sovereignty over them. A 1956 Joint Declaration 
signed by the Soviet Union and Japan that ended the state of 
war between the two countries raised the possibility of the 
Soviet Union returning the two southernmost Kurils, Shikotan 
and Habomai, to Japan once a peace treaty was concluded. But 
56 years later, no peace treaty has been signed. 

The Stakes: The islands would appear to be a minor 
economic prize. They form an 800-mile archipelago north of 
Japan that is said to contain considerable mineral wealth that 
has nonetheless gone undeveloped. Fishing rights in the waters 
around the islands appear to be their greatest asset. The 
population, which hovers below 20,000, lives mostly in 
poverty. Winters are long and severe, and summers short and 
foggy. Some in Japan say the islands could be turned into 
scenic resort destinations just a short flight away from big 
Japanese cities. 

View Interactive Graphics 
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AFGHANISTAN: 
10. Attacks On Afghan Troops By Colleagues Are Rising, Allies Say 
(NEW YORK TIMES 24 AUG 12) ... Richard A. Oppel Jr. and Graham Bowley 

KABUL, Afghanistan — Even as attacks by Afghan 
security forces on NATO troops have become an increasing 
source of tension, new NATO data shows another sign of 
vulnerability for the training mission: even greater numbers of 
the Afghan police and military forces have killed each other 
this year. 

So far, Afghan soldiers or police officers have killed 53 of 
their comrades and wounded at least 22 others in 35 separate 
attacks this year, according to NATO data provided to The 
New York Times by officials in Kabul. By comparison, at 
least 40 NATO service members were reported killed by 
Afghan security forces or others working with them. 

Both figures fall under what officials call insider attacks, 
and both numbers have climbed sharply over the past two 
years, Western officials say. But while officials say that a vast 
majority of attacks on Western forces are born out of outrage 
or personal disputes, the Afghan-on-Afghan numbers are said 
in larger part to reflect a greater vulnerability to infiltration by 
the Taliban. 

Further, there are concerns about cultural clashes within 
the rapidly expanding Afghan forces themselves, Afghan and 
NATO officials say, raising questions about their ability to 
weather the country’s deep factional differences after the 
NATO troop withdrawal in 2014. 

“Three decades of war can play a pivotal role in the 
internal causes,” said Maj. Bashir Ishaqzia, commander of the 
Afghan National Police recruitment center in Nangarhar 
Province. He said one of the biggest challenges for the army 
and police forces was a lasting “culture of intolerance among 
Afghans, as well as old family, tribal, ethnic, factional, lingual 
and personal disputes.” 

Afghan and American officials said Thursday that some 
explanations for the rising number of Afghan-on-Afghan 
attacks were intuitive: there are about three times as many 
Afghan security force members as there are NATO and 
American troops, and only a portion of the Afghan forces 
regularly work side by side with Western troops. So insider 
attacks figure as a lower percentage of killings within the 
Afghan forces, or so-called green-on-green attacks, than they 
do in Afghan-on-Western violence, known as green-on-blue 
attacks. 

Still, officials noted a growing concern about the issue. In 
a news conference on Thursday addressing Afghan attacks on 
Western forces, Gen. John R. Allen, the commander of 
American and NATO troops, confirmed that Afghan-on-
Afghan attacks were seen as an intensifying problem. 

“Indeed, the Afghan casualties are higher than ours in this 
regard,” he said, speaking to Pentagon reporters by satellite 
from Kabul. 

In the briefing, General Allen provided a new perspective 
on the insider killings of NATO troops. Previously, military 
officials had said that Taliban infiltration or impersonation of 
Afghan security members could be blamed for only about 10 
percent of such attacks. In addition, the general noted that, 
roughly, 15 percent of attacks might be caused by Taliban 
coercion of soldiers or police officers, either directly or 
through family members. 

Taliban influence and outright infiltration is thought to 
play an even larger role in Afghan-on-Afghan violence, 
Afghan officials said. 

One reason Afghan forces are more at risk of infiltration 
is that they typically live in compounds without anything near 
the protection found at bases with American troops, said Gen. 
Aminullah Amar Khail, former commander of the border 
police in eastern Afghanistan. 

“The enemy would prefer to focus full attention on 
targeting American and coalition forces,” General Khail said. 
“But normally they do not have easy access to foreign 
soldiers.” He said green-on-blue episodes tend to happen only 
at training centers and joint Afghan-NATO bases and 
outposts, while green-on-green attacks “have happened 
everywhere.” 

“Infiltrators have easy access to the Afghan police and 
soldiers,” he said. 

He said one point of vulnerability is that Afghan forces 
sleep together well away from American troops and their 
upgraded security, making it easier for an impostor to kill 
Afghans as they doze. 

That was the apparent plan in Oruzgan Province this 
spring when an Afghan policeman on late-night guard duty at 
a checkpoint allowed Taliban fighters to enter and kill nine 
other officers in their beds. The Afghan Interior Ministry said 
evidence indicated the guard was a Taliban infiltrator. 

Afghan and American officials have expressed increased 
urgency about improving the vetting of new army and police 
recruits — a critical issue as those forces rapidly expand and 
work alongside Western trainers. Still, General Allen noted 
that the international coalition remained committed to the 
strategy of working directly with the Afghans as trainers as 
those forces assume greater responsibility for security. 

“At this particular moment, I don’t believe that we need 
to contemplate reducing our contact with the Afghans,” he 
said. “The closer the relationship with them — indeed the 
more we can foster a relationship of brotherhood — the more 
secure we are.” 

Still, the vulnerabilities brought by a huge number of new 
recruits are particularly acute for the Afghan forces 
themselves — particularly within the Afghan Local Police 
program, in which irregular local militias are armed and 
trained by American Special Operations forces. 

One brutal case involving police-on-police violence 
occurred in the eastern province of Paktika in March. In that 
attack, a member of the Afghan Local Police crushed sleeping 
pills in his colleagues’s food at a command post, Afghan 
officials say. While they slept, he shot nine of them to death 
and escaped in a pickup truck with most of their weapons. 

As with most public reports of insider killings, the 
Taliban claimed that the killer had been working on their 
behalf after infiltrating the Local Police. But Afghan officials 
said it was unclear whether that was the case or whether the 
motive was greed or a personal vendetta. 

Afghan military officials pointed out that it would be 
almost impossible for an infiltrator to carry out the same kind 
of poisoning plot against NATO forces, where food 
preparation is centralized. Many Afghan security members, on 
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the other hand, prepare their own food, offering an attacker an 
inviting opportunity. 

On Wednesday, President Hamid Karzai’s office asserted 
that many of the infiltration cases were engineered by foreign 
spies, with the strong implication that Pakistan or Iran could 
be involved. But NATO officials said they had not been given 
evidence of that; in his news conference on Thursday, General 
Allen said, “I’m looking forward to Afghanistan providing us 
with the intelligence that permits them to come to that 
conclusion.” 

Another factor in insider killings is more direct, officials 
say: young armed men can lose control when they are brought 
together under pressure, and often with significant background 
or cultural differences. 

“The gun culture that exists here after decades of war, and 
the sense of honor among young Afghan men, occasionally 

mixes with deadly results,” said Col. Thomas Collins, a 
NATO military spokesman in Kabul. Some of the green-on-
green episodes he said he had reviewed “came down to two 
young men in an argument, men with guns that took it to the 
next level.” 

Major Ishaqzia, the police recruiting commander in 
Nangarhar, said, “Sometimes verbal disputes or disagreement 
over the ways of doing things among policemen, or taunting 
and mocking types of behaviors, lead to fighting and the use 
of firearms.” 

Reporting was contributed by Thom Shanker from 
Washington; Sangar Rahimi, Habib Zahori and Jawad 
Sukhanyar from Kabul; and an Afghan employee of The New 
York Times from Khost Province. 
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11. Insider Attacks Don't Threaten U.S. Strategy, Allen Says 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 23 AUG 12) ... David Lerman 

The top allied commander in Afghanistan said insider 
attacks by Afghans against U.S. and coalition troops won’t 
disrupt strategy and won’t require pulling back troops. 

“My initial belief is we should not pull back in our 
contact with the Afghans,” U.S. Marine General John Allen 
told reporters today by satellite from Kabul. “We perhaps need 
to be more watchful.” 

Insider killings of Western troops by Afghan forces and 
other allied Afghans have raised questions about a U.S. 
strategy that depends on training and developing the Afghan 
army and police so that coalition combat troops can leave by 
the end of 2014. 

There have been 40 insider killings so far this year, 
including 10 in the past three weeks, compared with 35 in all 
of 2011, according to the International Security Assistance 
Force in Afghanistan, which Allen heads. 

“We are working that issue very hard with our Afghan 
partners and it’s a top priority for me,” Allen said. 

The general indicated he doesn’t agree with an assertion 
by the Afghan government that spy agencies from other 
countries were behind most of the attacks. 

“I’m looking forward to Afghanistan providing us with 
the intelligence that permits them to come to that conclusion,” 
Allen said. U.S. officials have attributed most of the episodes 
to personal grievances and stress on Afghan forces. 

About 25 percent of the attacks stem from Taliban 
insurgents who infiltrate and impersonate Afghan forces or 
who coerce Afghan soldiers to turn against the coalition, Allen 
said. 

‘Particular Grievance’ 
The rest may stem from “animosity which may have 

grown between the individual shooter and our forces in 
general, or a particular grievance,” he said. 

Asked why there has been a rash of attacks in recent 
weeks, with 10 so far this month, Allen cited influences 
including personal grievances, stress from an increased tempo 
of operations and the daily pressure of having to fight while 
fasting for the Muslim holiday of Ramadan. 

Representative Peter King, chairman of the House 
Homeland Security Committee, sent a letter this week to 
James Clapper, the director of national intelligence, requesting 
a “counterintelligence survey” of Afghan security forces to 
address the likelihood of “serious vetting problems,” including 
Taliban infiltration. 

Allen’s assessment that most attacks aren’t Taliban- 
generated suggests improved vetting of Afghan soldiers may 
not solve the problem. 

Creating Distrust 
The attacks and new precautions aimed at preventing 

them “are creating distrust right at a time when the U.S. needs 
to work more closely with Afghans,” Kenneth Katzman, an 
Afghanistan specialist at the Congressional Research Service 
in Washington, said in an interview this week. 

Allen said he will redouble his efforts to work more 
cooperatively with Afghan forces. 

“The closer the relationship, the more secure, ultimately, 
our troops will be,” he said. 

With 28 months left before U.S. and allied combat forces 
are set to withdraw, Allen said Afghan security forces are 
“very close” to reaching their maximum strength of 352,000 
troops, a goal set for Oct. 1. 

The transition to Afghan-led security in the war-torn 
country will take time, and the Afghan forces won’t be fully 
equipped until the end of 2013, he said. 

When coalition forces leave in 2014, Afghanistan will 
enter a “decade of transformation” marked by “lots of 
challenges still,” he said. 
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PERSONNEL: 
12. Chief Of Naval Personnel Visits Mayport, Jacksonville Sailors 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 23 AUG 12) ... Chief of Naval Personnel Public Affairs 

WASHINGTON -- As part of an effort to inform the fleet 
of key personnel policies, the Chief of Naval Personnel held 
several all hands calls at Naval Station Mayport and Naval Air 
Station Jacksonville Aug. 22-23. 

During his visit to the region, Vice Adm. Scott R. Van 
Buskirk spoke with Navy leaders and Sailors about Navy's 
force management initiatives, efforts to improve sea duty 
manning, and 21st Century Sailor and Marine programs. 

"We continue to focus on Warfighting First - we Operate 
Forward and will continue to Be Ready to meet the nation's 
call," said Van Buskirk to the audience of Sailors. "Our work 
is vitally important and I am so very proud of you, our Sailors 
who continue to make this all happen." 

Van Buskirk also discussed how the Navy is addressing 
the ongoing challenge of filling sea duty gaps following the 
FY12 Enlisted Retention Board, which reduced overmanning 
in ratings throughout the Fleet. According to Van Buskirk, the 
majority of gaps at sea are due to challenges in filling 
undermanned ratings and Sailors on limited duty, operational 
deferment, and in training and transit. 

"Manning the Fleet is our highest priority, and we must 
continue to provide our Fleet with qualified, experienced 
Sailors. Now that we have balanced the overmanned ratings, 
assigning Sailors to where we need them most is key. The 
recent manning policies and initiatives are intended to achieve 
this." 

"We are America's away team, and our Navy is in 
demand," continued Van Buskirk. "With this increased 
demand for naval forces, there is a renewed need for proper 
sea duty manning. To meet the most pressing needs of the 
Fleet, we have worked with Fleet Forces, Pacific Fleet and 
MCPON to execute short, medium and long term initiatives 
and policy adjustments to improve sea duty manning." 

In early August, Navy introduced several voluntary and 
involuntary measures intended to reduce gaps at sea. These 
include changes to detailing through the Career Management 
System Interactive Detailing (CMS/ID), extension of the 
Voluntary Sea Duty Program (VSDP), the Limited Directed 

Detailing Program, the Chief Petty Officer (CPO) Early 
Return to Sea Program, and expansion of the ratings eligible 
for Sea Duty Incentive Pay (SDIP). 

"These measures aim to manning operational units with 
qualified Sailors with critical skill sets, ensuring Fleet and 
operational readiness," said Van Buskirk. 

Van Buskirk also emphasized the importance of sea duty 
and the important role Sailors play in their career 
management. 

"I highly encourage you to be proactive, speak with your 
chain of command, and consider all the voluntary measures 
Navy has in place to pursue sea duty. Professionally, 
volunteering may offer additional training opportunities, and 
your demonstration of superior performance at sea is the 
benchmark for top evaluations and advancement." 

Van Buskirk also emphasized the importance of the 21st 
Century Sailor and Marine initiative, which consolidates a set 
of objectives and policies, new and existing, to maximize 
Sailor and Marine personal readiness, build resiliency and 
hone the most combat-effective force in the history of the 
Department of the Navy. 

"The 21st Century Sailor and Marine initiative ensures 
that you and your families are equipped to meet both the 
physical and mental challenges of our global mission, and are 
ready to be Sailors and Navy families," said Van Buskirk. 

"In particular, I'd like to highlight the importance of 
Sexual Assault Prevention and Response as part of the 21st 
Century initiative," continued Van Buskirk. "As shipmates, we 
must look out for each other and prevent harm before it 
occurs. Bystander intervention is key to preventing sexual 
assault - it's recognizing inappropriate, coercive and harassing 
behaviors, knowing when to intervene, and then intervening. 
This is important. I urge you to ask questions and get 
involved. It is about taking care of you, our Sailors, and about 
all of us taking care of one another." 

Van Buskirk's all hands calls in Navy Region Southeast 
are part of a series of visits around the Fleet to inform Sailors 
of key personnel policies affecting their careers. 
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13. Navy, U.S. Nuclear Companies Sign Workforce Deal 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 23 AUG 12) 

ATLANTA -- The U.S. Navy and members of the nuclear 
power industry have signed a deal meant to help Navy 
veterans with specialized training find civilian jobs. 

A trade group says the civilian power industry needs to 
fill 25,000 positions over the next four years. Utility 
companies need to replace those retiring from an aging 
workforce and find new workers to staff plants now under 
construction in the southeast. 

The industry has long recruited engineers and other 
skilled workers from the Navy, which operates a large fleet of 
nuclear-powered submarines and surface ships. 

Navy veterans can now have their contact information 
given to industry recruiters at 30 companies that signed the 
agreement of understanding. Navy recruiters will have access 
to those in an industry training program. 
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14. DoD Blamed For Low Military Voter Turn-Out 
Resistance to Reforms Seen Dampening Military Vote 
(MILITARY UPDATE 23 AUG 12) ... Tom Philpott 

Absentee ballot requests from military members and 
spouses are alarmingly low this election year, a voter 
advocacy group contends. 

It blames the Department of Defense for foot-dragging on 
absentee voter reforms that were enacted after the last 
presidential election. 

A four-page report, "Military Voting Update: A Bleak 
Picture in 2012," builds its worrisome conclusions on what 
arguably are some thin reeds of data on early ballot requests 
across nine states, all of which have large military populations 
and can track voter requests for absentee ballots. 

They are Florida, Virginia, North Carolina, Illinois, Ohio, 
Alaska, Colorado, Louisiana and Nevada. Two states with the 
largest military populations, California and Texas, lack real 
time data on ballot requests. 

Eric Eversole, executive director of the Military Voter 
Protection Project (MVPP), is comfortable sounding this 
alarm to urge the military to improve support of absentee 
voters in these critical weeks before the Nov. 6 election. 

Disappointment with military participation in the 2008 
election, which totaled 53 percent versus 64 percent for the 
general electorate, spurred Congress to strengthen military and 
overseas voting protections in 2009 with passage of the 
Military and Overseas Voter Empowerment (MOVE) Act. 

It requires states to establish more standard procedures to 
accommodate military and overseas voters. Voter registration 
requests and absentee ballot applications now can be emailed. 
States are required to transmit absentee ballots no later than 45 
days before an election, which means by Sept. 22 this year. 

The Act also requires the services to set up voting 
assistance offices on every military base. These offices, the 
MVPP explains in its report, are "to provide military voters 
with an opportunity to register, update their voting address and 
request an absentee ballot ‘as part of the administrative in-
processing…upon arrival at a new duty station.' " 

That isn't happening, the report says. Not only are military 
people not being offered voting assistance each time they 
report to a new duty station, but follow-on department 
guidance from 2010, that military voter assistance be 
comparable to what civilians receive at state driver license 
branches and social service offices as mandated by the 
National Voter Registration Act, also has been ignored, the 
report contends. 

As proof it cites performance data filed by voting 
assistance offices last year and posted on the Federal Voting 
Assistance Program website. 

"For example," the report says, "in the second quarter of 
2011, the Air Force reported it provided assistance at only 
seven of 22 installation voting assistance offices. In its third 
quarter report, the Air Force indicated only five service 
members received assistance from these offices." 

Asked to comment, the Defense Department's Federal 
Voting Assistance Program issued a statement that it respects 
"the perspectives" in the report. It also "is committed to 
facilitating the absentee registration process" and makes 
"resources available to the greatest extent possible, 
communicating the availability of resources via myriad 
media." 

Data on yearly totals on voter assistance by the services, 
posted on the same FVAP website from which MVPP pulled 
quirky Air Force data, show that the service helped 104,000 
voters last year. Army voter assistance offices said they helped 
61,348, Marine Corps offices helped 13,671 and the Navy 
offices helped fewer than 4000 voters. 

The MVPP projects a "remarkable decline" in military 
absentee ballots by comparing total ballots requested to date 
by military voters across the nine states with total absentee 
ballots requested in 2008. The disparity, which is as wide as 
49,000 ballots in Florida, for example, "will be difficult to 
make up" in what time remains, the report concludes. 

Eversole, who authored the report, conceded he couldn't 
make an exact comparison of total ballot requests two months 
before the 2008 election and ballot requests today. But 
Eversole said he is in close contact with state boards of 
election and officials share his concern that the size of the 
surge needed just to match 2008 absentee voting levels "is 
staggering." 

Data obtained Wednesday from the Virginia Board of 
Elections shows that in 2008 more than 36,000 military voters 
requested absentee ballots. So far this year fewer than 2000 
military voters have requested ballots. 

Don Palmer, secretary of the Virginia State Board of 
Elections, said he doesn't challenge critics who say the 
Department of Defense and the services have "work to do" to 
implement reforms mandated by the MOVE Act. 

"I am a reservist in the Navy. I've been doing it for 22 
years. And obviously [voter support] isn't their first priority," 
Palmer said. "We struggle sometimes to have DoD show the 
same urgency because they have other missions. I understand 
that." 

Terry Wagoner, absentee voter coordinator for Virginia's 
board of elections, said it is "still very early" to try to assess 
the level of military participation. The number of ballot 
requests will surge, she said. 

"Where I would start to become very concerned would be 
at that 45-day mark," if numbers aren't up sharply by then, she 
said. On Aug. 24, Wagoner was set to host an afternoon of 
training on absentee voting procedures for voter assistance 
officers from Virginia's nine military bases. 

Wagoner views Eversole, she said, as a partner in turning 
out the military vote, and she understands why his report 
sounds so gloomy. 

"Eric's job is to paint a bleak picture so he can go out 
there and make it better. I support him wholeheartedly," 
Wagoner said. "But I refuse to let statistics stop me from 
doing everything I can" to help absentee voters. 

Wagoner expects soon to be fielding 200 queries a day, 
via phone and email. Completed ballots will still have to be 
mailed. But with registration and ballot distribution now 
possible via email, she said, wait times should drop 
significantly and word should spread that the process has 
improved. 

"The disappointment here is we're going to have difficulty 
meeting 2008 numbers," Eversole said, "which Congress said 
was the basis for sweeping reform. So are we really shooting 
for status quo?" 
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View steps the Defense Department’s Federal Voting Assistance Program says it has taken. 
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AVIATION: 
15. Marines Must Juggle Procurement Of JLTV, ACV, F-35: Gen. Amos 
(AOL DEFENSE 23 AUG 12) ... Sydney J. Freedberg Jr. 

When the JLTV program was first conceived, said Gen. 
Amos, "we were going to replace all our humvees," about 
23,000 vehicles: "We can't afford that." What's more, as the 
service reorients from Afghanistan -- where the improvised 
explosive device threat has pushed the military to heavier, 
better-armored vehicles -- to Asia -- where the crucial 
challenge is fitting the Corps' equipment onto ships to traverse 
vast distances -- "in the Pacific maybe humvees turn out to be 
pretty good," Amos added, or at least "good enough." 

For all those reasons, concluded Gen. Amos, "we're 
probably going to hang on to about 10-12,000 out of 23,000 
[humvees]," and only buy about 5,000 JLTVs -- at least for 
now. 

"It's 5,000 to begin with," he emphasized. "We build the 
first 5,000 and then the Army comes in behind us," with a 
production run now planned at 50,000. It's entirely possible 
that, as the Army buy winds down, the Corps may start a 
second JLTV purchase, perhaps of an improved version, "on 
the back side of the Army," Amos said. "We'll know a lot 
more five years from now." 

Almost as important as how many vehicles the Marine 
Corps buys is when it buys them, Amos added. The Corps 
must carefully sequence its humvee replacement program, the 
JLTV, with its programs to replace its aging amphibious troop 
carriers. Originally both bills were coming due at the same 
time, creating an unaffordable spike in procurement spending: 
"It became a huge mountain... We just couldn't get there 
because of cost," Amos said. Now, "we've actually spread this 
out." 

The Marines rebooted their amphibious troop carrier 
program after then-Defense Secretary Robert Gates cancelled 
the Expeditionary Fighting Vehicle, a hybrid speedboat/tank, 
in 2011. A less technologically ambitious Amphibious 
Combat Vehicle is now in development. This ACV should be 
ready to enter production just as the Corps finishes buying its 
5,000 JLTVs. 

A Pentagon "analysis of alternatives" on what the ACV 
should be was finished this summer but hasn't been made 
public, Amos said. "We 're going back in again just to double 
check these requirements," he said, to make absolutely sure 
the ACV avoids the technological overstretch and consequent 
excessive cost of the cancelled ECV. "We're going to get one 
opportunity to do this right," he said. "So I want to make sure 
when we go to Congress with the requirement that Congress 

looks at it and says, okay." Amos expected the Marines to put 
out a request for proposals on the ACV this fall. 

Once ACV production is done, the Corps will start buying 
a yet-undefined Marine Personnel Carrier, which will be 
cheaper than the Amphibious Combat Vehicle because it will 
be a pure ground transport without the ability to swim. (MPC 
will likely be a six- or eight-wheeled armored vehicle similar 
to the Army's Stryker). The Marines simply cannot afford 
enough amphibious vehicles for their entire force, Amos 
explained, so they will buy a mixture of ACVs and MPCs 
instead. The Corps will also keep (and upgrade) some of its 
existing amphibious vehicles for many years to come. 

The Marines have to balance all these surface vehicle 
acquisitions with their version of the Joint Strike Fighter, the 
F-35B. Amos expressed his confidence that the 
technologically ambitious jet, which can take off and land 
vertically, has worked through its problems of the past year. 
"I'm probably not as much as engaged with the JPO [Joint 
Program Office] as I was last year; last year I felt I needed to 
be more hands on," he said. For one thing, the plane's lost 
weight, a major performance consideration. "[Last year], we 
had like 140 pounds of margin," Amos said. "We're well over 
300 pounds now... you do that one pound at a time." Just 
removing excess caulking from the fuel cells, a seemingly 
trivial detail, saved over 30 pounds, he said. 

Now the F-35B is meeting or ahead of schedule on its test 
program, Amos said, and the Corps plans to stand up its first 
squadron this November, in Yuma, Arizona. There's no firm 
date when that squadron will be ready for combat, which 
would mark the F-35B's official "initial operational 
capability." 

Amos squelched speculation that the Marines might want 
to develop a further F-35 variant specialized in electronic 
warfare(EW) to replace the aging EA-6B Prowler. "The F-35B 
by itself is a significant EW platform," said Amos. "You're 
going to get a marked amount of the current capabilities that 
you're currently flying on the EA-6B Prowler.... I don't see 
that there's a need right now to [start] another program and 
pile that cost on top." 

Finally, the Corps has to get rid of 20,000 personnel as it 
shrinks from 202,000 to 182,000, and it has to do so while 
drawing down in Afghanistan but building up in the Pacific. 
The Marine presence in Okinawa will actually decrease, from 
today's roughly 14,000 to about 10,000, but its forces will 
increase in Guam; Iwakuni, Japan; and Darwin, Australia. 
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16. MCAS Yuma 'Ready To Go' For F-35 Joint Strike Fighter's Arrival 
(YUMA (AZ) SUN 23 AUG 12) ... Chris McDaniel 

YUMA, Ariz. — Construction at Marine Air Corps 
Station Yuma to prepare for the arrival of the new F-35 Joint 
Strike Fighter continues to clip along at a fast pace. 

“Yuma is ready to go,” said Col. Robert C. Kuckuk, 
commanding officer of MCAS Yuma. 

He noted the first of five state-of-the-art hangars being 
built to house the five expected F-35 squadrons of 16 planes 
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each and one operational test and evaluation squadron of eight 
aircraft, have been completed. 

The first F-35 is expected to arrive by Nov. 25. “It is 
rolling down the assembly line,” Kuckuk said. 

An additional F-35 is expected to arrive each month after 
the initial fighter arrives until a full squadron is stationed at 
the base. The total transition from old aircraft to new aircraft 
and personnel for the F-35 squadrons is scheduled for 2020. 

The first F-35 squadron, Marine All Weather Fighter 
Attack Squadron 121, is already moving into the newly 
completed hangar. 

The Marines “are moving their gear … into the new 
offices and the workspaces and getting set up to do operations 
here for the arrival of the aircraft,” Kuckuk said. 

A simulator building has also been completed, with the 
first two of eight F-35 flight simulators currently being 
installed. In addition, a new utility communications facility 
and a new maintenance facility are being erected. A second 
hangar is expected to be completed by fall. 

To train F-35 pilots how to land on the deck of 
amphibious assault ships at sea, an auxiliary landing field will 
be built on the Barry M. Goldwater Range. 

On Wednesday morning, U.S. Sen. John McCain and 
Congressman Jeff Flake toured the new facilities and were 
briefed about the progress of the project. 

“Of course, I am always inspired to be around the 
Marines who do such a wonderful job protecting our nation,” 
McCain said. 

Accompanying the politicians was Brig. Gen. Steven 
Busby, commanding general of the 3rd Marine Aircraft Wing, 
which encompasses MCAS Yuma. 

About $400 million has been invested in the construction 
of infrastructure at MCAS Yuma so far, which will pay off for 
Yuma's economy in the long run by making the air station 
ready to serve the defense needs of the country for many 
decades to come, Kuckuk stated. 

“The building that we are doing now ... I think will sort of 
cement Air Station Yuma's place in aviation for the next 50 
years. That is a pretty bold statement … but we have put a lot 
of money into Yuma in order to make it the first place to fly 
this airplane in operational mode.” 

The infrastructure will “bring activity to the field,” he 
added. “It is going to bring deploying units to the field. It is 
going to bring the latest in tactical aviation to the field.” 

Since MCAS Yuma will be the home of the first fully 
operational F-35 squadrons, many units from all branches of 
the military that will transition to the new aircraft are expected 
to spend time training here. 

However, the overall amount of personnel stationed at the 
base is not expected to dramatically increase. 

“We are not looking at a huge addition to the base,” 
Kuckuk said. “We are going to be swapping one airplane for 
another. In the end there won't be any additional squadrons in 
Yuma.” 
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17. U.S. To Reassure Japan On Safety Of Osprey Flights In Populated Areas 
(KYODO NEWS 23 AUG 12) 

WASHINGTON -- Martin Dempsey, the top U.S. military 
official, pledged Thursday to reassure Japan that it will be safe 
for U.S. forces to operate the MV-22 Osprey transport aircraft 
in populated areas. 

Dempsey, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, told 
reporters after a meeting with his Japanese counterpart Gen. 
Shigeru Iwasaki that the United States wants "very much to 
assure the people of Okinawa and the Japanese people in 
general that it will be safe to operate (the plane) in and around 
their populated areas." "We will continue to work to overcome 
those concerns," Dempsey said. 

The U.S. military chief also stressed the importance of 
deploying the Osprey in Japan's Okinawa Prefecture, saying, 
"The Ospreys are our next generation of tactical airlift and so 
very important to our modernization efforts in the future." 
During the talks, Iwasaki, the chief of the joint staff of Japan's 
Self-Defense Forces, also urged the United States to promptly 
release the results of its investigations into a crash in Florida 
in June involving a CV-Osprey, a variant of the MV-22. 

The U.S. Marine Corps said last week that there were no 
mechanical problems with an MV-22 Osprey aircraft that 
crashed in Morocco in April. The U.S. military is expected to 
brief Japan on its probe into the Florida accident soon, 
probably next week. 

The two crashes involving the Osprey tilt-rotor aircraft 
fueled safety concerns in Japan. The United States plans to 
begin full operation of the aircraft at the Marine Corps' 
Futenma Air Station in Okinawa in early October, despite 
strong opposition in the country. 

Iwasaki also said he and Dempsey agreed to strengthen 
cooperation in surveillance activities between the SDF and the 
U.S. military. 

"We need to work together in all areas. Particularly, we 
agreed to share with each other in warning and surveillance 
activities," Iwasaki said. 

Dempsey also said the U.S. military plans to cooperate 
with the SDF in such areas as maritime, land and air security 
and cyberattacks. 
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LEGAL: 
18. Defense Contractors Accused Of Bribing Navy Officials 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 23 AUG 12) ... Greg Moran 

SAN DIEGO — The owners of two defense contracting 
firms pleaded not guilty in federal court Thursday to charges 

that they bribed officials at Naval Air Station North Island in 
exchange for millions in government contracts. 
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The indictment follows one in March that charged seven 
people, including four Navy officials who worked at North 
Island, with similar bribery charges. The seven pleaded guilty 
and are awaiting sentencing Sept. 10. 

In the indictment unsealed Thursday, Robert Ehnow, 46, 
of Coronado, and Joanne Loehr, 52, of La Jolla, were charged 
with conspiracy to commit bribery, money laundering and 
wire fraud. Each also faces six charges of bribery. 

Ehnow owns L&N Industrial Tool and Supply, a defense 
contracting business in Poway that declared bankruptcy last 
year. Loehr is the owner and president of Centerline Industrial 
Inc., also a Poway defense contracting company. 

The charges are the latest in the investigation into a 
bribery scheme at the base that investigators said went on for 
seven years. 

The indictment alleges that Ehnow and Loehr plied Navy 
officials with more than $1 million in an array of benefits. 
Those included home remodeling services, cash, flat screen 
televisions and gift cards to stores. 

The indictment said the scheme involved the defense 
contractors submitting bogus invoices to the U.S. Defense 

Department that claimed to be for legitimate services done 
under existing government contracts. But the invoices were 
really for the gifts, goods and bribes the contracts were 
handing out to the Navy officials, the indictment said. 

In some cases, the bogus invoices contained a markup, 
prosecutors said. In return, the Navy officials steered millions 
of dollars in government business to the companies. 

In all, L & N received more than $3 million in 
government business and Centerline $1 million, according to 
the U.S. Attorney’s Office. 

A third contractor, X&D in Carlsbad, was paid more than 
$2 million. 

Loehr’s defense lawyer, Mark Adams, declined to 
comment on the charges. Ehnow’s lawyer could not be 
reached for comment. 

The seven people who pleaded guilty in March included 
four Navy officials at the Fleet Readiness Center at North 
Island in the E-2/C-2 aircraft program. The other three were 
the sales manager for L&N, the sales manager for Centerline 
and the owner of X&D. 
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ALLIED NAVIES: 
19. Process Begins To Equip Royal Navy’s Type 26 Frigate 
(DEFENSE NEWS 23 AUG 12) ... Andrew Chuter 

LONDON — A nod of approval by the British Ministry 
of Defence of the baseline design for the Royal Navy’s next 
generation of frigates has triggered the start of a series of 
competitions to equip the warship. Prime contractor BAE 
Systems said it has already gotten the process underway by 
inviting companies to bid for the propulsion system. 

BAE Program Director Geoff Searle said the company 
has begun issuing invitations to tender (ITT) to potential 
suppliers on the Type 26 frigate program, most significantly in 
the propulsion sector. 

The Royal Navy is planning to purchase 13 Type 26s to 
replace the in-service Type 23 anti-submarine warfare vessel. 

The MoD announced Aug 20 that the baseline design and 
capabilities of the multi-mission warship, due in service after 
2020, had been endorsed. That enabled the shipbuilder to 
move on to defining the detailed specifications of the vessel. 

The schedule includes an MoD decision on a development 
and manufacturing phase by early 2014, with construction 
work on the first vessel expected to get underway by early 
2016. 

The design was approved in April, but the MoD has only 
just announced the decision. 

“Now we have agreed with MoD on the overall 
capability, we have just started the process of engaging the 
supply chain. We have issued the first few invitations to 
tender, predominantly in the propulsion area,” Searle said. 

The executive said the propulsion ITTs covered gas 
turbine, diesel engine, gearbox and electric motor systems. 

“We intend to downselect the suppliers of the main 
elements around the end of this year or early next year,” 
Searle said. 

BAE declined to name the companies sent bid invitations. 
Local supplier Rolls-Royce said it received the tender 

documents. 

“We can confirm that we have received the ITTs for the 
major items of propulsion equipment covered and will be 
responding ahead of the next design gate,” a spokesman said. 

The British-based company is a longtime supplier to the 
Royal Navy of maritime equipment, including gas turbines. 

It strengthened its hand in the maritime diesels sector last 
year when, along with partner Daimler, it purchased German 
manufacturer Tognum. 

R-R is the gas-turbine supplier on the Royal Navy’s two 
latest warship programs; building two aircraft carriers and six 
Type 45 anti-air destroyers. 

The MT30 gas turbine being supplied for the Queen 
Elizabeth carrier program recently secured its first frigate 
contract in a deal with the South Korean Navy. 

Earlier this year, the company completed a repackaging 
effort on the MT30 to enable it to fit into the confined space of 
a frigate. 

Finland’s Wartsila was the diesel engine provider for both 
Royal Navy vessel types. 

General Electric Aviation is also expected to respond in 
the gas turbine and electric motor elements of the requirement. 

The U.S. company recently acquired French-based 
electric motor supplier Converteam, which provided the 
electric drive elements of the carrier and Type 45s. 

Searle said the baseline design includes a propulsion 
configuration involving four main diesel generators driving 
two electric motors, one on each shaft, for lower speed 
requirements, and a single gas turbine generator driving both 
shafts through a split gearbox on higher speed requirements. 

Some of the key systems for the warship have already 
been decided without competition. 

Principal among these is the Sea Ceptor vertical launch 
air defense system being developed by MBDA and BAE’s 
Artisan 3D search radar. 



 20

Some of the systems will be incorporated into an 
upcoming Type 23 capability sustainment program and 
derisked ahead of being used on the new frigate. 

“There is an intention to use proven systems and 
equipment. So the Type 26 will benefit from the Type 23 
sustainment program,” Searle said. 

“We are also looking at something similar on the combat 
management system where we have a new system called a 
shared computing environment, which a number of the 
software packages that make up the whole combat 
management system sit on,” he said. 

The BAE executive said some of the systems inherited 
from the updated Type 23 could be cross decked to the Type 
26 as the old vessels are decommissioned. 

The warship is predominantly an anti-submarine but with 
general purpose capabilities. The baseline design of the Type 
26 will see the frigate weigh in at around 5,400 tons and have 
a length of around 148 meters. 

Vertical missile silos will be able to carry a range of 
weapons, including surface-to-surface and surface-to-land 
missiles, and the ship will carry a medium-caliber gun. 

One of the key features of the design is a mission bay 
adjoining the helicopter hanger capable of carrying a large 
range of payloads. These could be additional boats for special 
forces, containers for disaster relief or unmanned air, surface 
or underwater vehicles, Searle said. 

The Type 26 will form the spine of a Royal Navy 
frigate/destroyer fleet that numbers just 19 vessels. Six of 
those will be Type 45s and the remainder, Type 26s. 

The British have so far failed to attract an overseas 
partner to the program, known in its export guise as the Global 
Combat Ship, despite having had talks with navies across four 
continents about joining the program at an early stage. 

Searle said international interest in the program remains 
high, but that will likely only firm up once potential buyers 
can see the flexibility of the final design. 
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20. The Kangaroo That Growled 
(AVIATION WEEK 23 AUG 12) ... Graham Warwick 

Australia hasn't had all that much luck with its recent 
defense procurements -- long delays on delivery of its E-7A 
Wedgetail AEW&C platforms, then its KC-30A 
tanker/transports and now its F-35A Joint Strike Fighters -- 
but its decision to acquire 24 F/A-18F Super Hornets to 
replace its F-111s appears to be paying off, at least in 
flexibility terms. 

In a not-unexpected development, the Australian 
Department of Defence has decided to install electronic-attack 
systems on the half of its Super Hornet fleet that is already 
wired to take the systems, making them into EA-18G 
Growlers. This will cost an estimated A$1.5 billion ($1.44 
billion) and the 12 converted aircraft are to be operational in 
2018. 

That means at least some of the Royal Australian Air 
Force's Super Hornets will stay in service alongside the 
planned F-35s -- and that the Australians will operate one of 
the most powerful combat systems in the Pacific theater. The 
Growlers will be used for "electronic threat suppression" 
against air, land and sea forces, says the Department of 
Defence. 

There is no mention of weapons, but the artist's 
impression (above) accompanying the announcement shows 
the RAAF Growler carrying AGM-88 HARM anti-radiation 
missiles and AGM-154 JSOW air-to-surface weapons. The 
F/A-18Fs are already getting the JSOW, but I can't find any 
reference to Australia having purchased HARMs -- perhaps 
someone out there knows whether they have. 

In its latest (May) update on the Air 6000 project to 
acquire F-35s, Australia's Defense Materiel Organization 
(DMO) says a decision on the timing of withdrawal of the 
Super Hornets -- and the acquisition of a fourth squadron of F-
35s to replace them -- is not expected before 2015. Full 
operational capability with the F/A-18Fs is not until December 
this year, says DMO, so Australia has plenty of time to decide. 

Meanwhile, the RAAF has finally been able to deploy its 
latest purchases operationally, the Boeing 737-based 
Wedgetail AEW&C taking part in the multi-national exercises 
Rimpac 2012 in Hawaii and Cope North 2012 in Guam and 
the Airbus A330-based KC-30A participating in Pitch Black 
12 -- where the F/A-18Fs also made their first appearance in 
the annual exercise in Northern Australia. 

Australia received its sixth and final Wedgetail in June -- 
a 68-month delay, according to the DMO. Initial operating 
capability is expected in late this year, and final operating 
capability in late 2013. The first two KC-30A tankers were 
delivered in June 2011 and were about 30 months late. Three 
remain to be delivered. Now the F-35 is slipping. 

The first two of an initial 14 are to be delivered for 
operational testing in the U.S. in 2014, but in May the 
government announced it would delay placing an order for the 
other 12, pushing deliveries back two years from the planned 
2015-17. An assessment of the overall progress of the F-35 
program is to be presented to the government late this year and 
will inform a decision on whether to approve funding for the 
next tranche of up to 58 aircraft. 
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BOOKS: 
21. McRaven Tells Troops To Pipe Down 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 24 AUG 12) ... Kimberly Dozier 

WASHINGTON — Special operations chief Adm. Bill 
McRaven warned his troops, current and former, that he would 
take legal action against anyone found to have exposed 
sensitive information that could cause fellow forces harm. 

"We will pursue every option available to hold members 
accountable, including criminal prosecution where 
appropriate," the four-star commander wrote, in an open, 



 21

unclassified letter emailed to the active-duty special operations 
community Thursday, and obtained by The Associated Press. 

The warning came a day after a retired Navy commando 
revealed he is publishing a first-hand account of the raid that 
killed Osama bin Laden. Pentagon officials say they have not 
been given a chance to review the book. 

It also follows a media campaign by special operations 
veterans, decrying alleged leaks by President Barack Obama's 
administration of secret operations, and criticizing Obama's 
highlighting the raid as part of his reelection campaign. 

McRaven also took former special operators to task for 
"using their 'celebrity' status to advance their personal or 
professional agendas." 

He acknowledged that former service members are "well 
within their rights to advocate for certain causes or write 
books about their adventures," but he cautioned them against 
claiming to speak for all special operations troops and against 
endangering troops by what they write. 

News broke Wednesday that one of the SEALs McRaven 
commanded on the bin Laden raid would be releasing his 
book, "No Easy Day," on Sept. 11, with the author listed under 
the pseudonym of Mark Owen. 

The author was identified Thursday by Fox News as Matt 
Bissonnette, who retired from the Navy last summer. 

One current and one former U.S. military official 
confirmed the name, speaking on condition of anonymity 
because they were not authorized to discuss military personnel 
matters. 

Penguin Group (USA)'s Dutton imprint, the publisher, 
asked news organizations Thursday to withhold his identity. 

"Sharing the true story of his personal experience in 'No 
Easy Day' is a courageous act in the face of obvious risks to 
his personal security," Dutton spokeswoman Christine Ball 

said in a statement. "That personal security is the sole reason 
the book is being published under a pseudonym." 

Bissonnette also changed the names of the other SEALs 
in the account, the publisher says. 

Efforts to locate Bissonnette for comment were 
unsuccessful. 

McRaven's plea for discretion comes as a number of 
special operators publish memoirs or appear in the media. 

Best seller "American Sniper," was published this year by 
recently retired SEAL Chris Kyle, detailing his 150-plus kills 
of insurgents from 1999 to 2009. 

Many of the special operations advocacy groups that are 
critical of Obama also openly identify members. One of the 
groups is run by retired Navy SEAL Ryan Zinke, who touts 
his time years ago at SEAL Team 6, the top secret unit that 
carried out the bin Laden raid. 

Even Special Operations Command made an exception to 
its normal reticence with the media when it signed off on this 
year's movie "Act of Valor," which followed active duty 
SEALs carrying out training exercises that were turned into 
what looked like real action scenes for the film. 

McRaven wrote that there was a difference between "Act 
of Valor", which was approved by the command as a 
recruiting tool, and some of the other recent publications. 

"There is, in my opinion, a distinct line between 
recounting a story for...education or entertainment and telling 
a story that exposes sensitive activities just to garner greater 
readership and personal profit," he wrote. 

The author of "No Easy Day" is slated to appear on the 
CBS News program "60 Minutes" on Sept. 9th. The book is 
already listed as one of the top 10 books on Amazon.com and 
Barnes & Noble.com. 

The publisher says the author will be donating the 
majority of the proceeds from the book to charities. 
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22. Ex-Navy SEAL Faces Legal Jeopardy For Writing About Bin Laden Raid 
A senior military official tells NBC News the special operations community feels betrayed by the former 
SEAL who published a book about the raid that killed Osama bin Laden 
(NBC NEWS 23 AUG 12) ... Jim Miklaszewski and Pete Williams 

What legal consequences could a former U.S. Navy 
SEAL face for writing a book about the still-classified 2011 
raid that killed Osama bin Laden? 

Legal experts say the author could face trouble on two 
fronts -- a civil lawsuit for not seeking a military review 
before the book was published and possible criminal 
prosecution for revealing classified information. 

But a former Justice Department national security lawyer, 
Pat Rowan, said the government might be reluctant to 
prosecute a man who helped kill America's No. 1 terrorist 
enemy, unless the book reveals highly valuable and sensitive 
intelligence secrets. 

"What's more, if the government did decide to prosecute, 
the author's lawyer would be entitled to dig into the 
information that was disclosed by the White House and other 
officials, in both sanctioned and unsanctioned leaks," Rowan 
said. 

Rowan was referring to the fact that President Barack 
Obama and other administration officials have been accused 
by Republicans of leaking details of the bin Laden raid for 
political gain. 

Dutton, a subsidiary of Penguin Group USA, announced 
on Wednesday that the book, titled "No Easy Day: The 
Firsthand Account of the Mission That Killed Osama bin 
Laden," would go on sale on Sept. 11. The author, who will be 
identified only by a pseudonym, “was one of the first men 
through the door on the third floor of the terrorist leader’s 
hideout and was present at his death,” it said in a statement. 

A similar case arose in the 1970s, when a former CIA 
officer named Frank Snepp published a book about his 
activities in Vietnam. 

The U.S. government sued on the grounds that he did not 
seek pre-publication review -- as he was obligated to do under 
an agreement he signed as a condition of employment -- and 
lower courts agreed to a demand that all the profits from the 
book be turned over to the government. By a vote of 6-3, the 
U.S. Supreme Court agreed, even though the government 
never claimed the book revealed classified information. 

"When a former agent relies on his own judgment about 
what information is detrimental, he may reveal information 
that the CIA -- with its broader understanding of what may 
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expose classified information and confidential sources -- could 
have identified as harmful," the court said. 

These days, said former Homeland Security official 
Stewart Baker, most government non-disclosure agreements 
say that if pre-publication review isn't sought, the profits must 
be forfeited. Legal experts doubt, however, that the 
government could stop publication of the book. 

The author could also be charged with violating federal 
laws that make it a crime for government employees to reveal 
classified information. Anyone given a security clearance is 
bound for life by its non-disclosure terms, so the fact that the 

former SEAL is no longer in the military would not free him 
from the obligation to keep government secrets to himself. 

A DOJ official who spoke with NBC News on condition 
of anonymity on Thursday said he knew of no legal action 
against the former SEAL. That process would most likely start 
with a request from the Defense Department and, so far as the 
official knew, none had been made. DOD would have to 
verify that the book revealed government secrets before 
making such a request, the official said. 
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CONGRESS / BUDGET: 
23. Defense Cut’s Full Impact Not Immediate, Analyst Finds 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 23 AUG 12) ... David Lerman 

The defense industry wouldn’t feel the full impact of 
automatic budget cuts immediately, with weapons programs 
facing only a 3.5 percent reduction next year, budget analyst 
Todd Harrison said. 

While most defense programs would be reduced by 10.3 
percent under the cuts known as sequestration, they would 
take time to implement, Harrison, of the Center for Strategic 
and Budgetary Assessments in Washington, said today. 

“It will not mean an immediate reduction of 10 percent 
for the defense industry,” Harrison said in an interview with 
Mark Crumpton on Bloomberg Television’s “Bottom Line” in 
advance of a report on the cuts scheduled to be released 
tomorrow. 

The delayed impact is the result of the “natural lag time” 
from when money is authorized by Congress to when it’s 
scheduled to be spent, Harrison said. Cuts in “budget 

authority,” or authorized spending levels, may not show up on 
industry accounting books until years later. 

The most immediate effect of the automatic cuts may be 
on civilian Defense Department employees, Harrison said. 
They may be hit with 100,000 “layoffs or furloughs” in the 
weeks after Jan. 2, when sequestration would take effect if 
Congress fails to come up with an alternative deficit-reduction 
plan, he said. 

The Obama administration has exempted military 
personnel from the cuts. 

The defense reductions are part of $1.2 trillion in 
automatic, across-the-board cuts to domestic and national- 
security programs over a decade that will start in January 
unless Congress and President Barack Obama act to avert 
them. 

The cuts were imposed after talks failed last year on a 
bipartisan plan to curb the nation’s increasing debt. 
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OUTREACH: 
24. Big Ships Herald Toledo's Navy Week 
Crowds line city riverfront for glimpse of floating vessels 
(TOLEDO BLADE 24 AUG 12) ... David Patch 

ABOARD THE USS HURRICANE -- Destroyers, 
aircraft carriers, and other large warships with crews ranging 
from hundreds to thousands may snare the most headlines for 
the Navy, but the United States military's sea-borne branch 
also has roles for smaller vessels like the one to which Seaman 
Travis Steer, of Rossford, was assigned after he completed 
basic training last year. 

The USS Hurricane, with a crew of 28, is one of 13 
Cyclone-class coastal patrol boats in the Navy that protect 
harbors, offshore oil platforms, and other coastal 
infrastructure; defend battle groups against small-vessel 
threats, and perform anti-piracy and anti-smuggling missions. 

Because of its size, the Hurricane -- which along with 
four other vessels sailed Thursday afternoon into Toledo 
Harbor to get Navy Week into full swing -- is the sort of ship 
where everyone onboard knows, and works with, everyone 
else, from the most junior seaman right up to the commanding 
officer. Everyone eats the same food, from the same galley, in 
the same dining room. 

"We take care of each other," said Mr. Steer, who entered 
boot camp on July 19, 2011. "When we need something done, 
we get it done. We're one big family." 

Promoting all of the Navy's roles and capabilities, not just 
the high-profile ones, is a big part of what this summer's Navy 
Week tour of six U.S. cities on the Great Lakes is all about, 
naval officials said. It's also about naval history, marking the 
bicentennial of the War of 1812, which was largely fought 
over naval control of the Great Lakes as well as British 
interference with American shipping in the Atlantic Ocean. 

"What makes it cool about seeing all these towns is that 
they were all directly involved in that conflict," said PO 2nd 
Class Dustin Good, temporarily assigned to the Hurricane as 
its photographer and media specialist and a self-professed 
"history nut." "Two hundred years ago, the war was fought 
over freedom of the seas. What was relevant then is what the 
Navy is doing now." 

The Navy Week tour, which started two weeks ago in 
Chicago and also includes Milwaukee, Cleveland, Detroit, and 
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Buffalo, marks the first visit of Navy ships to the Great Lakes 
in 12 years. While the Rush-Bagot treaty after the War of 
1812 prohibits the operation of warships on the Great Lakes, 
an exception is provided for training missions as long as 
American personnel do not carry weapons when leaving their 
ships in Canadian territory, said Lt. Cmdr. Michael 
Fortenberry, the Hurricane's captain. 

Sailors aboard the Hurricane said the Great Lakes tour 
was an exceptional opportunity, because so many of their 
assignments are overseas. 

"I'll probably never get another opportunity to go to the 
Great Lakes," said Michael Kidd, PO 2nd Class. "Going to the 
Great Lakes is pretty rare in the Navy." 

And for a few of the several hundred Sailors aboard the 
Hurricane and the guided-missile frigate USS De Wert, the 
trip up the Maumee River was more than just a tour stop -- it 
was also a homecoming. 

From the De Wert, PO 1st Class Joshua Snyder, a 
Springfield High School graduate, walked down the 
gangplank into the delighted arms of his grandmother, Lola 
Urbanski, to whom he delivered the happy news that he would 
be on leave until Sunday. 

"I'm still shocked," she said several minutes later. Her 
pastor, the Rev. Robert Fry of Heritage Church of God in 
Maumee, drove her downtown. She was eager for her 
grandson's homecoming, but "I didn't know he'd get to go 
home with me." 

Petty Officer Snyder, who has been in the Navy since 
2000 and who has 4-year-old twins, Lily and Lana, with his 
wife, Hannah, said that when he saw Toledo Mayor Mike Bell 
board his ship, "I started feeling I was closer to home. It was a 
weird feeling. Weird, but good." 

Christie Zapiecki waited with other relatives and friends 
at the De Wert's One Maritime Plaza docking spot for her son, 
Petty Officer 3rd Class Michael Zapiecki, 22, to disembark. 

"He just happens to be coming in to our hometown. It's 
very cool," said his mother, who traveled from Clearwater, 
Fla., for her son's return to Toledo. Petty Officer Zapiecki 
moved from Toledo to Florida when he was 9, and many 
relatives still live here. His mother made a vow: "If he's 
coming to Toledo, I'm coming too." 

And waiting for nearly five hours in International Park for 
the Hurricane were Jeff Steer, Travis' Navy-veteran father, and 
numerous other relatives and friends. 

"I'm very proud," the elder Mr. Steer said. "I was excited, 
definitely, for him to follow in my footsteps, to get a chance to 
see the world." 

The younger Mr. Steer, meanwhile, said one of the pluses 
of the Navy Week tour is witnessing the public's enthusiasm 
for what he does. 

"You don't realize how much people support you" until 
you travel away from military-heavy cities like his ship's 
home port in Norfolk, he said, while Navy Week offers the 
public a chance "to see what being in the Navy is actually 
like." 

Hundreds of people lined the Maumee River on Thursday 
afternoon to watch the De Wert, U.S. Brig Niagara, U.S. Coast 
Guard Cutter Mobile Bay, the Hurricane, and HMCS Ville de 
Quebec -- like the De Wert, a guided-missile frigate -- sail 
proudly into downtown Toledo. Even workers on one of two 

railroad swing-bridges through which the flotilla passed 
snapped pictures. 

The Niagara, the 1980s-vintage reconstruction of Comm. 
Oliver Hazard Perry's victorious Battle of Lake Erie relief 
flagship, will offer public visits today only. The active-duty 
Navy and Coast Guard vessels will have public tours today 
through Sunday. A broad schedule of special receptions and 
Navy-oriented events, including Navy and Marine Corps band 
concerts, also is on tap. 

Dozens of local dignitaries were bused to Detroit early 
Thursday to sail back to Toledo, including Mayor Mike Bell 
and his parents, Norman and Ora Bell; Lucas County Sheriff 
James Telb; Toledo police Chief Derrick Diggs; Toledo fire 
Chief Luis Santiago; former Toledo fire Chief Michael 
Wolever; several members of the Toledo-Lucas County Port 
Authority board, and Joseph H. Zerbey IV, president and 
general manager of The Blade. 

"It was unbelievable," said Mr. Bell, who professed never 
having been on a Navy ship before. "It helped me realize how 
much a Navy crew worked as a team. It will be a good 
education tool for people in the Midwest, and a city like 
Toledo, to realize how powerful our Navy is." 

Bob Kroeger of Defiance, district commander of the 
VFW, greeted the mayor and handed him a commemorative 
pin. Mr. Kroeger, who was in the Navy for more than 22 
years, came to the De Wert's landing in the hopes of finding 
Sailors from northwest Ohio who might be aboard. He also 
handed a pin to Petty Officer Snyder. 

From shore, Evan Stigall, 9, gazed admiringly on the De 
Wert. 

"I think I like it," he said. He and his grandmother, 
Henrietta Jackson, were a bit disappointed, though, that tours 
were not offered on Thursday. The fourth grader at Old 
Orchard School says he'd like to join the Coast Guard after 
seeing the television program, Coast Guard Alaska. 

Eight young cadets of the Naval Sea Cadet Corps, a youth 
organization sponsored by the U.S. Navy and stationed in 
Toledo, also came to see the ships and help with the docking 
of the ship Niagara. 

"Our cadets can go aboard and interact with Sailors. Their 
goal is to get a feel for what the Navy's like," said Dean 
Moeller, a lieutenant commander. 

Jack Petersen of Toledo came to see the ships to pay 
homage to his father, Svend A. Petersen. Originally from 
Denmark, the elder Mr. Petersen served as a machinist aboard 
the USS Augusta, an Allied flagship during the World War II 
Normandy invasion. 

But the little ships also deserve credit, said Petty Officer 
Good, who normally works from the carrier USS George 
H.W. Bush. 

"These guys are all guts and no glory -- they're some of 
the hardest-working people in the Navy," he said of the 
Hurricane's crew. 

Young seamen like Mr. Steer, he added, will be the 
Navy's future leaders. 

"On these smaller ships, they have the opportunity to 
advance," agreed Lee Armstrong, executive director of the 
Lucas County Veterans' Service Commission, who was one of 
a few visitors who chose the Hurricane for their sail to Toledo. 
"They're doing the work of about 50 people, and they have 
cross-training opportunities." 
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25. U.S. Navy, Canadian Navy, Coast Guard Sail To Northeast Ohio Shore To Honor War Of 1812 
(LORAIN (OH) MORNING JOURNAL 24 AUG 12) 

First it was the Marines in early summer; now the Navy is 
hitting the shores of Northeast Ohio. 

Lest anyone think this area is under attack, Lake Erie’s 
days of being a ground-zero war zone were about two 
centuries ago. But that’s all the more reason six ships of the 
U.S. Navy, U.S. Coast Guard and Royal Canadian Navy will 
participate in Cleveland Navy Week, starting Monday — for 
the commemoration of the bicentennial of the War of 1812 
and the penning of “The Star-Spangled Banner.” 

Continuing through Sept. 4, the celebration honors the 
nation’s sea services in one of the signature events held across 
the United States. 

It provides Northeast Ohio residents an opportunity to 
meet Sailors, Coast Guardsmen and Marines, as well as 
witness the modern capabilities of today’s maritime services 
firsthand that help preserve the national security and the 
American way of life, a spokesman said. 

Cleveland Navy Week and the Commemoration of the 
Bicentennial of the War of 1812 will officially begin with a 
Mayoral Proclamation in Cleveland City Hall’s Rotunda 
Monday. 

The frigate USS De Wert (FFG 45), the coastal patrol 
ship Hurricane (PC 3), U.S. Brig Niagara (non-military), the 
USCG cutter Katmai Bay and the Royal Canadian Navy’s 
coastal defense vessels HMCS Summerside and HMCS 
Moncton will be open for general public visitation until Sept. 
4. 

Additionally, several public events will occur, including 
performances by the U.S. Navy Band, U.S. Navy Divers, U.S. 
Navy Blue Angels and the Leapfrogs, the Navy’s parachute 
demonstration team. 

War Of 1812 
War of 1812 presentations are also planned to recognize 

the U.S. Navy’s role in the important battles fought on Lake 
Erie as well as salute all Sailors and Marines who fought in 
that conflict, those who have who served in the nation’s 
conflicts since then and those who are defending freedom 
around the world today, a press release stated. 

“The Navy operates on the water, over the water, and 
under the water, and we’ll be bringing assets that showcase 
these capabilities to the Cleveland area,” U.S. Navy Rear 
Admiral Gregory M. Nosal, Commander, Carrier Strike Group 
Two, said in a press statement. “As America’s away team, 
your Navy is agile and flexible, deployed around the world 
and uniquely positioned to defend our nation’s interests every 
day.” 

Since winning independence in 1776, the United States 
has been a maritime nation, relying on unobstructed access 
and free use of the world’s oceans which are essential to our 
national security and prosperity. 

It is for those reasons — access and free use — the United 
States went to war in 1812, and that is what the U.S. Navy has 
protected ever since, Nosal explained. 

In the War of 1812, the U.S. Navy fought and prevailed 
against what was at that time the world’s strongest fleet and 
proved to be a force of innovation, technology, esprit and 

expert seamanship. From the Battle of Ft. McHenry, Francis 
Scott Key was inspired to write the poem that later became the 
lyrics to the national anthem, “The Star Spangled Banner.” 

During Cleveland Navy Week and the Commemoration 
of the Bicentennial of the War of 1812, admirals, senior U.S. 
Navy leaders and Sailors will engage with local corporate, 
civic and educational leaders as well as residents from Port 
Clinton to Cleveland. 

Vice Admiral Charles W. Martoglio and Rear Admiral 
Bruce Estes Grooms will join Rear Admiral Nosal in 
Cleveland. 

U.S. Navy and U.S. Coast Guard Sailors will also 
contribute to the Northeast Ohio area through community 
service projects with several local organizations, including 
Habitat for Humanity, Boys and Girls Club and the Cleveland 
Food Bank. 

Visting The Ships 
Ships will dock at the Port of Cleveland. Visitors to ships 

should plan on wearing comfortable clothing and should be 
aware if they are bringing a handbag or camera case, it will be 
searched prior to entering. 

Because the ship is an industrial environment, guests are 
encouraged to wear flat, rubber-soled shoes — no high-heels, 
open-toe shoes, necklaces that can get caught on ship 
equipment and bags that will be too heavy to carry 
comfortably. Visitors should look for clearly marked 
entrances. 

All must go through a security check prior to accessing 
any ship. The security check is similar to what is present at 
most airports — consisting of a walk-through metal detector 
and/or wand scan. All adults should present a photo I.D. when 
going through security. Tours are open on a first-come, first-
served basis; no reservation is required or accepted. 

There is no age requirement to tour U.S. Navy ships. 
However, there may be steep ladders (stairways) to climb and 
uneven surfaces to traverse during a ship tour, and thus, tours 
may not be appropriate for small children and may be difficult 
for individuals with heart conditions, breathing difficulties, or 
other medical conditions impacting their ability to navigate 
such challenges. The ships are not handicapped accessible. 

Photography is permitted on board the ships during tours. 
Items not permitted are glass bottles, cans or containers of any 
type; banners, posters or signs of any type; mace, pepper 
spray, or other defensive sprays or chemicals; knives, 
firearms, fireworks or any explosive; illegal drugs or 
paraphernalia; flammable liquids or aerosol spray cans; club 
weapons; and animals. The U.S. Navy reserves the right to 
prohibit other items not listed above. 

Cleveland’s own USS Cod SS-224 World War II Fleet 
Submarine, permanently docked at its home port at the 
western edge of Burke Lakefront Airport, will salute a Royal 
Canadian ship’s arrival on Tuesday at 8:30am. There is a 
private dinner with the crew of the USS Ohio and the USS 
Cod Tuesday, as well. 

View Navy Week schedule 
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26. For Visiting Admiral, LST 325 Was A Sentimental Favorite 
(EVANSVILLE (IN) COURIER & PRESS 22 AUG 12) ... Susan Orr 

EVANSVILLE — Of all the places he visited during a 
two-day trip to Evansville, LST 325 was a sentimental favorite 
for Rear Adm. Charles Rainey. 

Rainey's late father, Raphael Joseph Rainey, also a Navy 
veteran, served aboard an LST during World War II. 

As a radio operator on LST 775 in the Pacific Ocean, part 
of Raphael Rainey's job was to keep the ship's log. It was in 
reading his father's logs, Charles Rainey said, that he formed 
his own "romantic notion" of serving in the military someday 
himself. 

"LSTs play prominently in the Rainey family history," 
said the Indianapolis native. 

Rainey was in Evansville Tuesday and Wednesday as part 
of the Navy's "50/50" program, which sends 50 senior officers 
to 50 cities around the U.S. The purpose of the program is to 
spread the Navy's message in cities that do not have a large 
Navy presence. 

Rainey touched on numerous topics during his talk, 
including the Navy's importance to the nation and the 
challenges facing veterans seeking to enter the civilian 
workforce. 

Even though the Navy's focus is on operations above, on 
and below the sea, Rainey said, its work is important to all 
parts of the U.S. 

About 90 percent of all world trade by volume travels by 
water, and in defending America's interests at sea the Navy 
helps enable this commerce, Rainey said. 

"What happens on the sea matters a great deal to our 
national security and our prosperity," he said. 

The Navy also is active in protecting the U.S. from 
terrorists, unstable regimes and pirates, in addition to its 
combat operations and humanitarian efforts, Rainey said. 

One continuing challenge, Rainey said, is in helping 
veterans make the transition from military service to civilian 
careers. 

In 2011, Rainey said, young male veterans had a 29.1 
percent unemployment rate, as compared to 17.6 percent 
among their non-veteran counterparts. 

Even though they often have strong leadership skills and 
valuable job experience, "it's difficult to relate their military 
experience and put that on a resume," Rainey said in an 
interview after his speech. 

Employers may not understand how an applicant's 
military activities are relevant in the workplace, Rainey said. 
In other cases, veterans may not have a strong network of 
people who can help with a civilian job search. 

The talk aboard LST 325 was presented by the Chamber 
of Commerce of Southwest Indiana. During his two days in 
Evansville Rainey also spoke at several schools, to members 
of Evansville's Rotary Club and to Old National Bank 
employees. 
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COMMENTARY: 
27. Send Troops Into Syria? No. 
Why Intruding On Another Muslim Country Is Ill-Advised 
(WASHINGTON POST 24 AUG 12) ... Henri J. Barkey 

Calls for a U.S. military intervention in Syria have 
dominated the conversation in conventional and social media. 
Two simple and effective arguments are being advanced. The 
first, and most compelling, is that the unfolding humanitarian 
catastrophe befalling the Syrian people mandates international 
action. The second is based on realpolitik: Supporting the just 
and winning cause of the Syrian rebels will put the United 
States in good standing with the regime that emerges from the 
conflict. 

Both arguments are unfortunately wrong. 
The humanitarian crisis in Syria is an undeniable reality. 

The murderous regime led by Bashar al-Assad has killed 
thousands of men, women and children. Assad’s regime is 
fighting for its life, and it has nowhere to go. The opposition 
has come alive after suffering through two generations of 
oppression and banal evil. But this is a civil war, not a 
genocide. By definition, civil wars are violent, some more 
than others (remember America’s own Civil War). There are 
also at least two parties to the conflict. Regardless of the 
odiousness of the Assad regime, a sizable portion of the Syrian 
public, although a minority, remains attached to it. 

Any U.S. military engagement in Syria would have two 
important ramifications. 

First, it would cause casualties, including civilian ones. 
One should not underestimate how much bombing would be 
required just to suppress anti-aircraft installations so that the 
U.S. Air Force could operate in support of the rebels. 
Furthermore, suppression is not a one-off campaign. It has to 
be continuous, and the regime is likely to hide many of its air 
defenses in populated areas, provoking more civilian 
casualties. 

Second, U.S. participation in another war in a Muslim 
country will serve to only deepen the perception that 
Washington is trigger-happy about dropping bombs on 
Muslim populations and regimes. Two years after the 
conclusion of any U.S. intervention in Syria, what people will 
remember is that women and children died under American 
bombardments. Unless a vital national interest of ours is 
involved, it is time that the United States resist the temptation 
to bomb another Muslim country, however noble the endeavor 
may appear. 

Taking sides and delivering power to one group does not 
always induce the winners to be magnanimous. Iraq is the 
perfect example of this. It’s sad to say, but civil wars have to 
be fought and won by locals — and it is generally only after 
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experiencing the horrors of war that the participants learn to 
compromise. 

U.S. foreign policy has always been more preoccupied 
with America’s place and role in the world than with the 
countries we engage. Our foreign-policy professionals care 
deeply about the rest of the world but often for the wrong 
reasons; they operate as if they alone can reshape outcomes 
and be the agents of change. Inaction is not in their lexicon. 

It is foolhardy to support the Syrian rebels because they 
will win or because we will want to influence them in the 
future. It would be naive to think that any new leadership born 
from the carnage and chaos in Syria would necessarily care 
about U.S. preferences. No Arab Spring revolution, even 
where we were directly implicated in the participants’ success, 
has produced regimes that are necessarily pro-American. A 
new regime in Syria will first struggle mightily to 
accommodate all of the groups clamoring for roles and, just 
like any other government, will construct its policies based on 
its immediate needs and environment. Any U.S. role will be 
marginal. 

The long-standing truth underlying this situation is that, 
for decades, Arabs have been exposed to, even under friendly 

regimes, daily diatribes of anti-Americanism by their 
governments, media and academics. This will neither end nor 
change because we decide to help the Syrian opposition. If 
anything, these same people will ascribe an insidious motive 
to U.S. involvement. 

The Obama administration wants Assad gone, the sooner 
the better. This is perfectly reasonable from a moral and 
geopolitical standpoint. The president has kept his powder dry 
primarily because this is an election year. Still, the choice for 
the administration is not between doing nothing and bombing. 

As the crisis in Syria reaches its inflection point, 
Washington can play a decisive role by helping its preferred 
side with critical intelligence on the disposition of Syrian 
troops and with covert help designed to end the civil war. This 
gives us plausible deniability and conforms to U.S. national 
interests. 

But the Obama administration still owes its public a 
clearer articulation of its Syria policy. 

Henri J. Barkey is a professor of international relations at 
Lehigh University. 
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28. The Cordesman Criteria 
(WASHINGTON POST 24 AUG 12) ... Charles Krauthammer 

Either Israel is engaged in the most elaborate ruse since 
the Trojan horse or it is on the cusp of a preemptive strike on 
Iran’s nuclear facilities. 

What’s alarming is not just Iran’s increasing store of 
enriched uranium or the growing sophistication of its rocketry. 
It’s also the increasingly menacing annihilationist threats 
emanating from Iran’s leaders. Israel’s existence is “an insult 
to all humanity,” saysPresident Mahmoud Ahmadinejad. 
“Anyone who loves freedom and justice must strive for the 
annihilation of the Zionist regime.” Explains the country’s 
Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, Israel is “a true 
cancer tumor on this region that should be cut off.” 

Everyone wants to avoid military action, surely the 
Israelis above all. They can expect a massive counterattack 
from Iran, 50,000 rockets launched from Lebanon, Islamic 
Jihad firing from Gaza, and worldwide terror against Jewish 
and Israeli targets, ashappened last month in Bulgaria. 

Yet Israel will not sit idly by in the face of the most 
virulent genocidal threats since Nazi Germany. The result then 
was 6 million murdered Jews. There are 6 million living in 
Israel today. 

Time is short. Last-ditch negotiations in Istanbul, 
Baghdad and Moscow have failed abjectly. The Iranians are 
contemptuously playing with the process. The strategy is delay 
until they get the bomb. 

What to do? The sagest advice comes from Anthony 
Cordesman, a military analyst at the Center for Strategic and 
International Studies. Cordesman is a hardheaded realist — 
severely critical of the Bush administration’s conduct of the 
Iraq war, skeptical of the “war on terror,” dismissive of the 
strategic importance of Afghanistan, and a believer that 
“multilateralism and soft power must still be the rule and not 
the exception.” 

He may have found his exception. “There are times when 
the best way to prevent war is to clearly communicate that it is 

possible,” he argues. Today, the threat of a U.S. attack is not 
taken seriously. Not by the region. Not by Iran. Not by the 
Israelis, who therefore increasingly feel forced to act before 
Israel’s more limited munitions — far less powerful and 
effective than those in the U.S. arsenal — can no longer 
penetrate Iran’s ever-hardening facilities. 

Cordesman therefore proposes threefold action. 
1. “Clear U.S. red lines.” 
It’s time to end the ambiguity about American intentions. 

Establish real limits on negotiations — to convince Iran that 
the only alternative to a deal is preemptive strikes and to 
persuade Israel to stay its hand. 

2. “Make it clear to Iran that it has no successful 
options.” 

Either its program must be abandoned in a negotiated deal 
(see No. 1 above) on generous terms from the West (see No. 3 
below), or its facilities will be physically destroyed. 
Ostentatiously let Iran know about the range and power of our 
capacities — how deep and extensive a campaign we could 
conduct, extending beyond just nuclear facilities to military-
industrial targets, refineries, power grids and other 
concentrations of regime power. 

3. Give Iran a face-saving way out. 
Offer Iran the most generous possible terms — economic, 

diplomatic and political. End of sanctions, assistance in 
economic and energy development, trade incentives and a 
regional security architecture. Even Russian nuclear fuel. 

Tellingly, however, Cordesman does not join those who 
suggest yielding on nuclear enrichment. That’s important 
because a prominently leaked proposed “compromise” would 
guarantee Iran’s right to enrich, though not to high levels. 

In my view, this would be disastrous. Iran would retain 
the means to potentially produce fissile material, either 
clandestinely or in a defiant breakout at a time of its choosing. 
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Would Iran believe a Cordesman-like ultimatum? Given 
the record of the Obama administration, maybe not. Some 
(though not Cordesman) have therefore suggested the further 
step of requesting congressional authorization for the use of 
force if Iran does not negotiate denuclearization. 

First, that’s the right way to do it. No serious military 
action should be taken without congressional approval (contra 
Libya). Second, Iran might actually respond to a threat backed 
by a strong bipartisan majority of the American people — thus 
avoiding both war and the other nightmare scenario, a nuclear 
Iran. 

If we simply continue to drift through kabuki 
negotiations, however, one thing is certain. Either America, 
Europe, the Gulf Arabs and the Israelis will forever be 
condemned to live under the threat of nuclear blackmail (even 
nuclear war) from a regime the State Department identifies as 
the world’s greatest exporter of terror. Or an imperiled Israel, 
with its more limited capabilities, will strike Iran — with 
correspondingly greater probability of failure and of triggering 
a regional war. 

All options are bad. Doing nothing is worse. “The status 
quo may not prevent some form of war,” concludes 
Cordesman, “and may even be making it more likely.” 
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29. Going Beyond ‘Air-Sea Battle’ 
How ‘Air-Sea Battle’ Fits In U.S. Planning 
(WASHINGTON POST 24 AUG 12) ... Michael O’Hanlon and James Steinberg 

The new concept of American overseas military 
operations known as “Air-Sea Battle” has come under scrutiny 
and criticism. Popular with the Air Force and Navy, it has 
been construed as an aggressive policy, and some in the 
Pentagon see it as a way for those two services to grab budget 
share away from the Army. Across Asia, especially in China, 
many view it as a way for the United States to challenge a 
rising People’s Republic. 

In fact, as a military concept, Air-Sea Battle reflects some 
needed rethinking in response to global changes in weaponry 
and military strategy in the Middle East and especially East 
Asia. The challenge for policymakers is not to discard it and 
replace it with something more seemingly benign but to place 
it within a broader security strategy for the Asia-Pacific region 
that preserves stability and protects U.S. interests without 
becoming unduly confrontational. 

China’s military budget is almost $200 billion a year, 
according to the Defense Department, which makes it the 
world’s No. 2 military power. With those considerable funds, 
China is building and purchasing advanced submarines, more 
and increasingly accurate ballistic and cruise missiles, homing 
munitions on antiship ballistic missiles, satellites, antisatellite 
weapons and modern stealthy combat aircraft. American 
analysts often label these innovations as part of an “anti-
access/area denial” strategy that could be employed against 
U.S. forces in the region. The Chinese would try to push U.S. 
forces back from areas near China or seek greater ability to 
dominate waters near Taiwan as well as the South China and 
East China seas. 

In response, the Air-Sea Battle concept seeks to use new 
technologies to counter these perceived Chinese initiatives as 
well as similar — if more modest — efforts by Iran to 
challenge U.S. capabilities in the Persian Gulf. Air-Sea Battle 
rightly emphasizes improved command-and-control, precision 
strike, advanced missile defenses, robotics, submarine 
operations, and the use of air and space domains. So far, it has 
not involved big new weapons platforms. 

The challenge for policymakers is that each country tends 
to see the other’s efforts to defend its interests as threatening 
or even provocative — what political scientists call the 
“security dilemma.” Chinese strategists are acutely aware of 
their country’s history of being attacked by sea, so they want 
to reduce their vulnerability to foreign forces. Meanwhile, the 
U.S. Air Force and Navy argue that the Air-Sea concept is not 

directed at China but, rather, is about preserving U.S. military 
access and — perhaps most important — sustaining the 
credibility of U.S. security commitments to allies. 

Because of their size and capabilities, China and the 
United States represent a central element in each other’s major 
strategic planning. Denials of this lack credibility and feed 
distrust — which is all the more reason policymakers must put 
this military doctrine into perspective and not let it become a 
prescription for unfettered rivalry. 

While U.S. defense spending and capabilities still appear 
astronomical to China — and U.S. alliance partners 
themselves formidable — officials in Beijing should keep in 
mind that perhaps half of U.S. defense capability is intended 
for other parts of the world — and that the turbulence in the 
broader Middle East suggests it will continue to be. The 
United States is no declining superpower, but the country is 
nonetheless war-weary and financially strapped. U.S. leaders 
are cutting military spending even as they speak of 
“rebalancing” toward Asia. Moreover, the international order 
that U.S. military force has upheld for decades is serving both 
countries’ core economic interests. 

For the United States, China’s rise is impressive and in 
some ways foreboding. But China is still a developing 
country: It ranks roughly in the middle of all nations in per 
capita gross domestic product, at less than $10,000 a year, 
according to the World Bank. In coming years it will also face 
enormous demographic, environmental, economic and 
governance challenges. Although its military budget is 
growing fast, such spending is just 2 percent of China’s GDP, 
or less than half of the U.S. level (more than 4 percent). The 
stock of modern U.S. military equipment is worth $3 trillion; 
despite its spending, China is at perhaps 10 percent that figure. 
Nor does China’s military have experience in modern combat 
operations. 

None of this attempts to justify every Chinese or 
American modernization. But the main challenge for those 
worried about the risks of rivalry and war is to place military 
innovation efforts in a broader political strategy that 
recognizes the benefits of Chinese-U.S. cooperation as well as 
the mutual risks if competition turns into rivalry or conflict. 

As we continue necessary military modernizations, 
enhanced dialogue with China’s military and foreign policy 
actors will become all the more important, as will sober crisis 
management when problems arise. Our current approach 
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seems well-balanced, but the task will require active 
management on both sides for decades to come. Air-Sea Battle 
is not the problem, but neither can it be the entirety of the 
solution. 

Michael O’Hanlon is a senior fellow at the Brookings 
Institution. James Steinberg, a deputy secretary of state in the 
Obama administration, is dean of the Maxwell School at 
Syracuse University. 
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30. The Osprey After Five Years: Leading A 'Tsunami Of Change' 
(AOL DEFENSE 23 AUG 12) ... Robbin Laird 

This September, the controversial Osprey will reach a 
five-year mark in its operational deployment history. In 
September 2007, the Osprey was deployed for the first time to 
Iraq. The plane has not only done well, but in five short years 
has demonstrated its capability to have not only a significant 
impact on combat but the re-shape thinking about concepts of 
operations. 

In this piece, I would like to reflect back on these five 
years, not just to grasp lessons learned, but glimmers of where 
the plane, and the Navy-Marine Corps team might be able to 
move into the future. The story of the evolution of the con-ops 
surrounding the plane provides a solid foundation for 
innovation and transformation of concepts of operations, if 
boldness overcomes timidity. 

Each year for the past four years, I have driven down to 
New River Air Station and interviewed Osprey pilots and 
logisticians becoming known as the Osprey Nation, who form 
the nucleus of the future of the Marines and of power 
projection. 

We can start with the decision of Marine leaders to deploy 
the plane to Iraq. This deployment was itself part of the 
“testing” process. What is often overlooked is that testing is 
really done by pilots and maintainers in combat, not by 
technicians in white coats or statisticians at the GAO. There 
was clear concern expressed to me by Marine aviators that the 
deployment to Iraq would prove challenging, and it was. But it 
was also evidence of the role of leadership in making the hard 
decisions to role out needed capabilities and let the users 
define the direction of a program, not the program managers. 

The deployments have been on land – Iraq and 
Afghanistan – as well as at sea. The plane and its crews have 
been tested in combat and in real world operations. What we 
have seen is that the plane started with training wheels on its 
deployments, and those wheels not only have been thrown off, 
but, as time in combat has gone up, the Marines as well as the 
Combatant Commanders have begun to realize what a 
transformational platform can do when connected with other 
capabilities and assets. 

The plane started operations in Iraq built around a famous 
diagram showing the speed and range of the aircraft in 
covering Iraq. It was the only “helicopter” that could 
completely cover Iraqi territory. In this role, the testing of 
support as well as operational capabilities was somewhat 
limited as Marines tested out capabilities and dealt with 
operational challenges. The plane was largely used for 
passenger and cargo transport in support operations. It was 
used for assault operations from the beginning but over time, 
the role would expand as the support structure matured, 
readiness rates grew and airplane availability become 
increasingly robust. 

From the beginning the aircraft impressed and 
foreshadowed later developments. 

As General Walsh, now deputy commander of Marine 
combat development, noted in a 2009 interview the remaining 
forces had to cover more ground and to provide protection at 
greater distance. Enter the Osprey, which did not require 
FOBs to provide lift and support to forward deployed forces. 

Indeed, General Walsh underscored that, as the U.S. 
forces withdraw, there was demand for more -- not less -- 
airpower. This happened on several levels. 

On one level, this was due to the drawdown of the number 
of combat posts, which supported operations in Iraq. 
American forces continued to work with Iraqi forces but now 
had to commute from distance to do their work, rather than 
being in close proximity to combat posts. This meant that 
airpower had to provide regular support to the transit of U.S. 
forces working with Iraqis. “At one point we had 140 combat 
posts; while we were there we went from 36 to 4 combat 
posts; so air was relied on more frequently for convoy 
protection. As we drew down combat posts and associated 
capabilities, air was relied on for capabilities which had earlier 
been largely provided by the ground forces,” Walsh said. On 
another level, this was due to the need to protect the convoys 
moving equipment out of Iraq. 

In addition, the Marines were increasingly asked to help 
Iraqisusing the Ospreys. Iraq was the beginning and a 
conscious raiser for troops and commanders. Next on the 
agenda was the beginning of deployments to Afghanistan, 
which of course continue. The Afghan phase of deployments 
has seen the aircraft and its operator's transition to many more 
assault combat operations over time, to the point where the 
latest Osprey squadron just came back from Afghanistan with 
record-setting assault operations for the Osprey. 

One useful metric to measure the transition fro 
transportation to combat operations can be seen in the number 
of named operations in which the Osprey squadron has 
participated in Afghanistan, the air assault operations in 
support of U.S. and coalition forces. The latest squadron, 
VMM-365 (the Blue Knights) conducted nearly 200 named 
operations, a 20-fold increase over the squadron which 
preceded it in Afghanistan. 

In the words of the head of 2nd Marine Air Wing – Maj. 
Gen. Glen Walters -- on his return from Afghanistan: 

“The Ospreys had their normal fair share of general 
support, resupplies, etc. But we started accelerating their use 
as my time there went on, and used them for both the 
conventional and Special Forces operations. 

The beauty of the speed of the Osprey is that you can get 
the Special Operations forces where they need to be and to 
augment what the conventional forces were doing and thereby 
take pressure off of the conventional forces. And with the 
SAME assets, you could make multiple trips or make multiple 
hits, which allowed us to shape what the Taliban was trying to 
do. 
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“The Taliban has a very rudimentary but effective early 
warning system for counter-air. They spaced guys around their 
area of interest, their headquarters, etc. Then they would call 
in on cell or satellite phones to chat or track. It was very easy 
for them to track. They had names for our aircraft, like the 
CH-53s, which they called 'Fat Cows.' 

“But they did not talk much about the Osprey because 
they were so quick and lethal. And because of its speed and 
range, you did not have to come on the axis that would expect. 
You could go around, or behind them and then zip in. We also 
started expanding our night operations with the Osprey. We 
rigged up a V-22 for battlefield illumination. 

“A lot of these mission sets were never designed into the 
V-22 but you put it into the field and configure it to do the 
various missions required. And we have new software for the 
Ospreys in Afghanistan where you can pick your approach, 
angle, approach speed and let the aircraft do it all. That is a 
huge safety gain.” 

Afghanistan operations as well as at-sea operations led to 
a better understanding of the Osprey's impact on concepts of 
operations. The plane was clearly not a rotorcraft; it was not a 
replacement for the CH-46. But it took awhile for the concepts 
of operations to change and commanders to understand fully 
that they did not have to operate in a constricted operational 
box of a couple of hundred miles for the ARG-MEU and could 
instead think about a 1,000-plus mile operational area. 

Then, enter Libya. The Osprey got linked to the Gator 
navy and opened up a whole new capability. The Gator navy 
began its transition from Greyhound Bus to a strike force 
capability. 

The ability to seamlessly link support services ashore with 
the deployed fleet via the Osprey allowed the Harriers aboard 
the USS Kearsarge to increase their sortie rates dramatically. 
By providing a whole new speed and range enablement of the 
strike fleet aboard a large deck amphibious ship, the future 
was being redefined by the Osprey. 

And now fast forward to Bold Alligator 2012, the largest 
amphibious exercise held since 1996. A major difference from 
1996 to 2012 was the appearance of the Osprey. Indeed, the 
existence, deployment and appearance of the Osprey changed 
the military's entire approach to thinking about amphibious 
assault. While observers stood on the beach waiting for the 
assault, Ospreys were already part of taking an “enemy” fort 

deep in the terrain. On top of that, one of the Ospreys 
deployed from a supply ship! 

Moving forward, we can see glimpses of the future, which 
could lead to a cascading of change in operational approaches 
and capabilities if leadership will allow. 

I would mention three prospects for change. 
First will be the impact of the “self-deployment” 

capability of the Osprey. The Osprey can fly directly to the 
area of operation with tanking. Try doing that with a 
helicopter. In fact, self-deployment is now being used in 
bringing Ospreys back from Afghanistan and used regularly in 
exercises. 

Self-deployment means that there is a possibility of 
rethinking how the seabase can work with land-based air. 
Ospreys can move with the fleet, but also can be reinforced by 
land-based Ospreys that can augment overall air assault 
capabilities available to the fleet or combatant commander. 

Second is the impact of a new system like the Osprey on 
avoiding or removing threats. The Osprey has avoided strikes 
by manpads, RPGs and other weapons fire which would have 
taken down CH-46s. The Ospreys have proven robust in 
combat, sustaining ground fire and using their digital 
management systems and redundant systems to self-correct 
and, like the Timex watch ad, keep on ticking. 

Third, the coming of the F-35B to the fleet coupled with 
the Osprey is a significant game changer. It may lead to what 
the commanding officer of VMM 266 (and the Osprey leader 
in Operation Odyssey Dawn), Lt. Col. Boniface, called a 
“tsunami of change.” 

“I sort of think of it like a game of chess. I think of a 
traditional or legacy ARG-MEU as being able to move a pawn 
one space at a time towards the enemy. If you have ever 
played chess it sometimes take a while to engage your 
opponent. We now have the ability to move a knight, bishop, 
or rook off of this same chess board and attack 180 degrees 
towards the rear of our enemy. We can go directly after the 
king. Yes, it's not really fair, but I like that fact. The speed, 
range, and don't forget the reliability of the MV-22 allows me 
to do this,” Boniface said. 

Robbin Laird is an international defense consultant, 
owner of the Second Line of Defense website, and a former 
National Security Council staffer. 
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31. Surface Warfare – Delivery Credible Combat Capability Forward 
(NAVY LIVE BLOG 23 AUG 12) ... Rear Adm. Thomas Rowden 

Since I took over as Director, Surface Warfare Division, I 
have stressed the value we bring to the Navy and to the Naval 
and Joint war fight. From space to the seabed, we are fully 
engaged in deterring our enemies while reassuring our friends 
and allies… and make no mistake, we are the only warfighting 
arm of any of the services that operates heavily and 
extensively in the subsurface, surface, air and space domains 
simultaneously. 

We do it all and we are doing it superbly. We are at the 
forefront and leading in making the CNO’s tenets of 
“Warfighting First,” “Operate Forward,” and “Be Ready” a 
reality. We are the country’s multi-dimensional force that is 
present always and consistently and visibly ready to go. We 
provide our nation with over 8000 vertical launching system 

cells that can be configured with weapons (payloads) to 
intercept ballistic missiles, enemy planes, cruise missiles, and 
hostile submarines, as well as with weapons that can reach out 
and strike land targets at significant distances. We operate in 
every part of our globe—every sea lane, every strait, every 
place where our interests must be defended. 24/7/365 we are 
on station answering the call… this unrivaled capability and 
capacity flows appropriately and unhesitatingly from the 
superb Sailors that take our ships to sea. Their selfless service 
deserves our continued and constant acknowledgement and is 
what drives me and all my shipmates here in N96 to deliver 
the best combat capability we possibly can. We in N96 are in 
the business of turning the precious resources entrusted to us 
into capability for the fleet. I remind myself every day that I 
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must never let the seawater run out of my veins… I assure you 
we will remain focused on what matters most… you, the Fleet 
and your capability to delivery credible combat capability 
forward! 

In order to maximize that capability, I believe we need to 
set our course and work together to achieve three major 
priorities: 

First, we absolutely must ensure the ships in the water 
today work the way they were designed and that their systems 
are interoperable. We will fix the systems that do not work 
properly and maintain the ones that do. This will ensure that 
our warfighters have systems that interact and share 
information in real-time, and will provide our commanders 
with the clearest—and most accurate—tactical picture to use 
when making critical decisions. In order to get to the fleet of 
tomorrow, we need to maintain and modernize our ships 
appropriately. We need to ask, “How much should it cost,” 
and get the funding right. In our current fiscal environment, 
we will set the standard for the Navy in both cost and 
performance and instill discipline through the acquisition 
process. 

Secondly, we must aggressively bring LCS into the Fleet. 
With each successive ship, the shipbuilding process has 
become more efficient and we are achieving better results at 
lower cost. USS Independence (LCS 2)recently pulled into her 
homeport in San Diego after completing a series of successful 
Mine Warfare Mission Module tests off the East Coast, and 
Fort Worth (LCS 3) passed her acceptance trials with flying 
colors. The President of the Board of Inspection and Survey 
commented that LCS 3 had the most complete acceptance 
trials held to date, and the Navy formally accepted Fort Worth 
on June 6, 2012. 

Our third priority is to build for the Navy’s future surface 
warfighting fleet. In addition to the aforementioned LCS, we 
recently accepted our newest Destroyer into the Fleet. After a 
successful acceptance trial, USS Michael Murphy (DDG 112) 
joins our Fleet as the 62nd ship of the Arleigh Burke class. 
Built by the proud men and women of General Dynamics and 
Bath Iron Works, Michael Murphy embodies the spirit and 
heroism of her namesake, Medal of Honor recipient Lt. 
Michael Patrick Murphy. I am confident that the Sailors in 
Michael Murphy will live up to her motto, “LEAD THE 
FIGHT.” I am also excited about the production progress of 
Zumwalt (DDG 1000), a marvel in design and technological 
development. During my recent visits to Raytheon in Rhode 
Island and Bath Iron Works in Maine, I was impressed with 
how closely the two facilities are working together to ensure 
the success of this incredible warship. At 65 percent complete, 
it is a sight to see! Zumwalt will set the tone for the next two 
ships, and our Navy will reap the benefits of these three for 
decades. 

I have never been more excited about the future of the 
Surface Warfare community. While the fiscal environment 
may seem uncertain, I see it as an opportunity, empowering us 
to find and deliver innovative solutions that otherwise might 
not materialize. There will always be challenges, but we will 
work to avoid distraction and have honest and frank 
conversations about how to best make our priorities a 
continuing reality. I am proud of the great work all of you are 
doing to ensure our Navy and especially our ships remain the 
finest fighting force in the world. You are making a difference 
every day, around the world. Keep up the great work and sail 
safely. 

Rear Adm. Thomas Rowden is the director for the Navy’s 
Surface Warfare Division. 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Portsmouth Man Facing Arson Count In Nuclear Sub Fire 
Casey James Fury is charged with setting the blaze that caused $400 million in damage at the Kittery 
shipyard. 
(PORTLAND (ME) PRESS HERALD 24 JUL 12) ... David Hench 

The fire that raged through a nuclear submarine this spring at the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard in Kittery was deliberately set by a 
24-year-old worker who told investigators he was suffering from anxiety and depression, according to Navy investigators. 

 
2. Navy’s Green Strike Group Is All That And Energy Efficient, Too 
(CLEAN TECHNICA 23 JUL 12) ... Tina Casey 

Biofuel fans have been following the bio-powered ships and aircraft of the Navy’s Green Strike Group as it tools around the 
Pacific in this year’s Rim of the Pacific maritime exercise, but advanced biofuel isn’t the only green innovation on display. The Navy 
is also using the Green Strike Group to show off its new energy efficiency technologies at RIMPAC, which is the largest exercise of 
its kind in the world. 

 
3. Obama Honors Colorado Victims With Military Ties 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 23 JUL 12) 

RENO, Nev. — President Barack Obama has honored four victims of the Colorado theater attack who had ties to the military. 
 

4. Navy Week: Life Aboard An Aircraft Carrier 
(KLDT NBC SIOUX FALLS (SD) 23 JUL 12) ... Jeff Rusack 

For the first time ever, Sioux Falls will be celebrating Navy Week and all week long KDLT will be bringing you a look aboard an 
aircraft carrier to show how the Navy manages a one thousand foot long super vessel out at sea. 

 
5. How The Navy Protects America 
(ROCHESTER (NY) DEMOCRAT & CHRONICLE 24 JUL 12) ... Vice Adm. William Burke 

America’s Navy is our nation’s front line in war and in peace, operating on, above and below the sea. Think of the Navy as 
America’s “away team,” deployed around the world, defending our nation’s interests every day. 

 

CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
6. More Time At Sea 
Mideast Demand Will Strain Flattop Fleet In Fiscal ’13 
(NAVY TIMES 30 JUL 12) ... Joshua Stewart 

Increased global demand and fewer aircraft carriers mean sailors will spend more time at sea and less at home the next two years, 
Chief of Naval Operations Adm. Jon Greenert has announced. 

 
7. USS John C. Stennis Returns From Training Trip 
(KITSAP (WA) SUN 23 JUL 12) 

BREMERTON — The aircraft carrier John C. Stennis returned to Naval Base Kitsap-Bremerton this morning after a month of 
training off the Southern California coast. 

 
8. Lincoln Wraps Up Port Visit To Turkey 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 23 JUL 12) ... Seaman Phylicia Sorenson, USS Abraham Lincoln Public Affairs 

USS ABRAHAM LINCOLN, At Sea -- Sailors assigned to the Nimitz-class aircraft carrier USS Abraham Lincoln (CVN 72) and 
embarked Carrier Air Wing (CVW) 2 departed Antalya, Turkey, July 22, following a scheduled port visit. 
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9. NOAA Fisheries Experts Foster Working Relationship With Vietnamese Fishermen 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 23 JUL 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Michael Feddersen, Navy Public Affairs Support 
Element West 

VINH, Vietnam -- U.S. National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) Fisheries Service experts are working with 
local Vietnamese fishermen during a three-day subject matter expert exchange (SMEE) July 16-20 during Pacific Partnership 2012 
(PP12). 

 
10. 'Fighting Forty' Finishes Nine Month Deployment With Humanitarian, Civic Mission 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 23 JUL 12) ... Lt. j.g. Pete DeIuliis, Navy Public Affairs Support Element West 

VINH, Vietnam -- Seabees of Naval Mobile Construction Battalion (NMCB) 40 packed their seabags one last time July 21 before 
returning home after a nine month forward deployment. 

 
11. Navy Seabees Help Boost Morale Of U.S., Coalition Troops In Afghanistan 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 23 JUL 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Jonathan Carmichael, Naval Mobile Construction 
Battalion 11 Public Affairs 

HELMAND PROVINCE, Afghanistan -- Seabees assigned to Naval Mobile Construction Battalion (NMCB) 11 serve waffles 
weekly to patrons of the United Services Organization (USO) tent on Camp Leatherneck in Afghanistan as a way to give back to the 
community and heighten morale. 

 
12. Exercise Sea Breeze 2012 Ends On High Note 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 24 JUL 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Jason Howard, Commander, U.S. Naval Forces 
Europe-Africa/U.S. 6th Fleet Public Affairs 

ODESSA, Ukraine -- The multinational Exercise Sea Breeze 2012 (SB12) concluded with a closing ceremony at the Odessa 
Officer's Club in Odessa, Ukraine, July 21. 

 

GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
13. Carter Describes Asia-Pacific Strategy In New Delhi 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 23 JUL 12) ... Karen Parrish 

NEW DEHLI – Deputy Defense Secretary Ashton B. Carter today described the U.S. Asia-Pacific strategy during a speech to 
Indian defense industry representatives, journalists and others here. 

 
14. U.S. Official Urges India To Allow More Foreign Investment In Defence Sector 
(PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 23 JUL 12) 

NEW DELHI -- Seeking closer military ties with India in high technology areas by "knocking down bureaucratic barriers,” the 
U.S. on Monday [23 July] said that New Delhi should raise the FDI [Foreign Direct Investment] limit in defence sector for attracting 
more American investment. 

 
15. Jets Make First Landing On Indian Carrier 
(RIA NOVOSTI 23 JUL 12) 

MOSCOW -- A MiG-29KUB two-seat naval fighter jet made the first touch-and-go landings last week on the Indian Navy 
aircraft carrier Vikramaditya, Sevmash shipyard said on Monday. 

 
16. U.S. Adviser Arrives In Beijing For Talks 
(CHINA DAILY 24 JUL 12) ... Cheng Guangjin and Tan Yingzi 

The United States National Security Adviser Thomas Donilon will meet with Chinese leaders this week in talks analysts are 
describing as a "fire extinguisher" for the two countries at loggerheads on a range of international issues. 

 
17. China Sends Troops To Disputed Islands 
(NEW YORK TIMES 24 JUL 12) ... Jane Perlez 

The announcement came as Chinese authorities told state media that 45 legislators elected over the weekend to govern the 1,100 
people who live on the island groups of the Spratlys, the Paracels and the Macclesfield Bank — known in Chinese as the Xisha, 
Zhongsha and Nansha islands — met for the first time on Monday. 

 
18. Philippines To Boost Defense, Won't Yield To China 
Philippine leader says he won’t yield in territorial dispute with China, will bolster military 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 23 JUL 12) ... Jim Gomez 

MANILA, Philippines — President Benigno Aquino III said Monday that the Philippines won’t back down in a South China Sea 
dispute with China and that his country’s military will soon get dozens of new aircraft and ships for maritime defense. 
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19. EU Should Step Up Joint Defense Drive, France Says 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 23 JUL 12) 

WARSAW — The European Union should step up its drive to forge a joint defense policy for the 27-nation bloc, French Defence 
Minister Jean-Yves Le Drian said on July 23. 

 

PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
20. President Obama Announces Job Training Services For Veterans 
(LAS VEGAS REVIEW-JOURNAL 24 JUL 12) ... Laura Myers 

RENO -- Seeking the veterans' vote in hard economic times, President Barack Obama on Monday announced an overhaul of job 
training and transition services for the men and women returning from war, saying it's still too tough to find jobs despite the skills they 
learned in the military. 

 
21. Sailor From St. Louis Who Died In Crash Remembered As 'Gentle Bear' 
(ST. LOUIS POST-DISPATCH 24 JUL 12) 

A Sailor killed in a helicopter crash in Oman last week was a 1990 Lindbergh High school graduate and decorated helicopter 
pilot, described by his family as a "gentle bear." 

 
22. U.S. 4th Fleet Celebrates Fourth Anniversary In Mayport 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 23 JUL 12) ... U.S. 4th Fleet Public Affairs 

MAYPORT, Fla. -- Commander, U.S. Naval Forces Southern Command and U.S. 4th Fleet (COMUSNAVSO/C4F) celebrated 
the command's fourth birthday with a family-style barbecue at Stark Park on Naval Station Mayport, Fla., July 20. 

 
23. Tricare Prime Fees For Retirees To Increase In October 
(STARS AND STRIPES 24 JUL 12) 

SASEBO NAVAL BASE, Japan — Annual enrollment fees for Tricare Prime will rise for military retirees and their families later 
this year, Tricare Management Activity officials announced this month. 

 

FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
24. Panetta Quest For Pentagon Audit Risked By Billions In Overruns 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 23 JUL 12) ... Tony Capaccio 

Defense Secretary Leon Panetta’s order that the Pentagon get its finances ready for an outside audit by 2014 is jeopardized by 
billions of dollars in overruns and years of delay for new software systems needed to do the job, according to an inspector general's 
report. 

 
25. Defense Industry’s Worst-Case Scenario: Congress Punts Budget Decisions to ‘14 
(NATIONAL DEFENSE 23 JUL 12) ... Sandra I. Erwin 

As the August congressional recess looms, the future is looking cloudier for defense industry. 
 

26. From Nuisance To Necessity 
Report: Offsets Market Will Pass $50B a Year by 2016 
(DEFENSE NEWS 22 JUL 12) ... Zachary Fryer-Biggs 

Not long ago, defense offsets — contractually obligated investments by companies in exchange for procurement deals with 
foreign countries — were more the concern of national pride than big business. A country, wishing to rub elbows with the big boys at 
the Farnborough or Paris air shows, might include a clause in a contract so it could gain the building blocks to develop its own 
program. And companies largely viewed these obligations as more of a nuisance than a critical component of business. 

 

BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
27. Messlords Visit Enterprise 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 23 JUL 12) ... Enterprise Carrier Strike Group Public Affairs 

USS ENTERPRISE, At Sea -- Aircraft carrier USS Enterprise (CVN 65) played host to the "Messlords," a group of popular 
restaurant owners, July 18-20, giving the chefs an opportunity to tour the legendary ship, and to meet with and cook alongside the 
crew. 
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28. 15th Annual RoboSub Competition Wraps Up In San Diego 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 23 JUL 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Foster Bamford, Navy Public Affairs Support 
Element West 

SAN DIEGO -- The Office of Naval Research (ONR) in conjunction with the Association for Unmanned Vehicle Systems 
International (AUVSI) sponsored the 15th annual RoboSub competition hosted at the Navy's Space and Naval Warfare Systems 
(SPAWAR) Transducer Evaluation Center in San Diego, July 17-22. 

 
29. NJROTC Cadets Excel At Science, Technology, Engineering And Math Seminar At University Of 
San Diego 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 23 JUL 12) ... Michael F. Miller, Naval Service Training Command Public Affairs 

SAN DIEGO -- Navy Junior Reserve Officers Training Corps (NJROTC) cadets completed a Science, Technology, Engineering 
and Math (STEM) seminar, also known as STEM Camp, at the University of San Diego (USD) July 20. 

 
30. Council Committee Endorses Military Presence 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 23 JUL 12) ... Nathan Max 

SAN DIEGO — The San Diego City Council’s Economic Development and Strategies Committee passed a draft resolution 
Monday morning to support the region’s military presence and endorse efforts to raise awareness about potential federal budget cuts. 

 
31. Local Residents Dealing With Open-And-Shut Case, Sort Of 
New radio system at sub base fouling up garage door openers 
(NEW LONDON DAY 23 JUL 12) ... Jennifer McDermott 

MONTVILLE -- Sondra Tuchman used to open her garage door from halfway down the block. Now she has to get out of her car, 
stand in front of the door and press the remote. Sometimes she gives up and just walks through a side door. 

 
32. Japan, U.S. To Hold Joint Talks To Tackle Safety Issues Of Osprey 
(KYODO NEWS 24 JUL 12) 

TOKYO -- Japan and the United States will hold joint talks in Tokyo on Thursday to discuss how to ensure safe operation of the 
U.S. Osprey military aircraft, Foreign Minister Koichiro Gemba said Tuesday. 

 
33. Noise, Not Safety, Is Main Osprey Concern In Hawaii 
(STARS AND STRIPES 24 JUL 12) ... Travis J. Tritten 

CAMP FOSTER, Okinawa — As opposition to the Osprey aircraft grows in Japan, another deployment is sparking public 
concern on American soil, though not so much over the aircraft’s safety record. 

 

NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
34. DOD Will Unveil Website To Combat Stolen Valor This Week 
(STARS AND STRIPES 23 JUL 12) ... Leo Shane III 

WASHINGTON — The Defense Department will unveil a stopgap Stolen Valor website this Wednesday designed to help 
citizens see if someone is lying about military medals. 

 
35. No More Urban Officers? How An Uneven ROTC May Change Our Military 
Big-city campuses once produced superstars like Colin Powell. Today, those programs are dwindling -- 
which may lead to a whiter, more rural military. 
(THE ATLANTIC 23 JUL 12) ... Colin Daileda 

When cadet Kevin Poon arrives at St. John's University in the dark of early morning for physical training, he stands among about 
80 other cadets in the football field encircled by the school's red track, quietly waiting for 6 a.m. and the start of warm-up drills. He 
says hello and nods to some, all of whom are dressed like he is in gray "ARMY" t-shirts and black shorts. 

 
36. Study: War Deaths Cost Families Thousands, But Benefits Help 
(NAVY TIMES 30 JUL 12) ... Karen Jowers 

Combat deaths have a heavy negative effect on the earnings of surviving spouses, researchers have found. 
 

37. Program To Ease Logistical Burdens For Veterans 
(DEFENSE NEWS 23 JUL 12) ... Adam Stone 

The U.S. Transportation Department has awarded $29 million to 64 projects meant to give former military personnel easier access 
to work, school and medical care. 
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OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
38. After The USS Cole, A New Naval Reality In Gulf Encounters 
(THE NATIONAL (ABU DHABI 24 JUL 12) ... Terry McKnight 

In October of 2000, the USS Cole was steaming alone off the Horn of Africa and was critically low on fuel. Since there was not a 
replenishment ship in the Gulf of Aden region, the Cole was directed by the U.S. Navy's Fifth Fleet to make a brief stop for fuel in the 
Yemen port of Aden. 

 
39. Defense Debate Shows House Dysfunction 
(WASHINGTON POST 24 JUL 12) ... Walter Pincus 

Is Congress a serious legislative body or not? 
 

40. What If Apple Designed An iFighter? 
In a time of tight budgets, the Pentagon needs to free up the defense-contracting business for a new era of 
competitive enterprise—like the one last seen in World War II. 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 24 JUL 12) ... Arthur Herman 

Mitt Romney has been touting his experience at Bain Capital as a qualification for fixing Washington and the economy. Certainly 
there's one part of the federal government that desperately needs a president with business savvy: the Pentagon. Should they rise to the 
challenge, Mr. Romney and his defense-policy team can learn a lot from the last time businessmen took over from the bureaucrats in 
arming this country, in World War II. 

 
41. Osprey's Arrival Foments Distrust 
(JAPAN TIMES 24 JUL 12) ... Editorial 

Twelve MV-22 Osprey tilt-rotor aircraft were unloaded from a transport ship at the U.S. Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni in 
Yamaguchi Prefecture on Monday amid protest from Iwakuni's conservative Mayor Yoshihiko Fukuda and local residents. After 
confirming its safety, Tokyo and Washington plan to start deploying the Osprey in early October at the Marine Corps' Air Station 
Futenma in Ginowan on Okinawa Island to replace aging CH-46 Sea Knight helicopters. 

 
42. A Sagging 'Strategic Partnership' 
(BUSINESS STANDARD (INDIA) 24 JUL 12) ... By Ajai Shukla 

U.S. Deputy Secretary of Defence Ashton Carter's ongoing tour to Japan, Thailand, India and South Korea illustrates 
Washington's "rebalance toward the Asia-Pacific region" that President Barack Obama first enunciated on January 3. In that 
momentous policy speech, India alone was mentioned as a strategic partner that had to be courted. 

 

BBLLOOGGSS::  
43. EXCERPTS FROM BLOGS AROUND THE WORLD 
(PUBLISHED 20 – 23 JUL 12) 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Portsmouth Man Facing Arson Count In Nuclear Sub Fire 
Casey James Fury is charged with setting the blaze that caused $400 million in damage at the Kittery 
shipyard. 
(PORTLAND (ME) PRESS HERALD 24 JUL 12) ... David Hench 

The fire that raged through a nuclear submarine this 
spring at the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard in Kittery was 
deliberately set by a 24-year-old worker who told investigators 
he was suffering from anxiety and depression, according to 
Navy investigators. 

The May 23 fire did $400 million in damage to the USS 
Miami and was fought by firefighters from three states. 

Casey James Fury of Portsmouth appeared in federal 
court Monday and was told he faces up to life in prison if 
convicted of setting the fire to the sub, which was in the 
middle of a 20-month overhaul at the shipyard. 

Fury was articulate and polite, clean-shaven and with 
medium-length hair at Monday's hearing. He wore orange jail 
clothing and handcuffs when he entered the courtroom. At one 
point he shared a chuckle with his court-appointed attorney. 

Several family members attended the hearing, some of 
them crying periodically. They would not speak with the 
media. 

Investigators with the Naval Criminal Investigative 
Service arrested Fury at the shipyard Friday night. 

The arrest left shipyard workers bewildered. 
"There is shock at the reality of the situation and the 

absurdity and the irrational reasoning of why those fires were 
started," said Paul O'Connor, president of the Metal Trades 
Council, which represents many of the workers at the yard. 

"We're a community in the shipyard and we take our work 
seriously. For someone to be so reckless and callously 
irresponsible ... the actions just don't make sense and they 
never will to a rational human being." 

Authorities initially said the fire appeared to have started 
in a vacuum cleaner found near where the fire originated. 

But the incident prompted a massive inquiry into all 
aspects of the fire, which led shipyard workers to believe there 
was more to it, O'Connor said. 

NCIS investigators apparently identified Fury as a suspect 
following a second fire June 16, according to an affidavit filed 
in U.S. District Court in Portland by NCIS Special Agent 
Jeremy Gauthier. 

That fire, which was set among alcohol cleaning wipes 
placed on the dry dock scaffolding that supports the 
submarine, did little damage and the Navy said it appeared 
unrelated. 

But another worker saw someone wearing green overalls 
and a hard hat near the area where the second fire started. 
Investigators interviewed people who had been working in 
that area, including Fury, who was employed as a painter and 
sandblaster. 

He denied setting the smaller fire at the time, but was 
interviewed again last Wednesday and admitted setting it, the 
court papers said. 

Fury told investigators that he had become anxious after 
texting his former girlfriend because he had come to believe 
that a man she was seeing was not merely a friend as she had 
claimed, the court papers said. 

He told investigators he set the fire so he could leave 
work early. His mind was racing and he walked toward the 
rear of the boat, stuffed some alcohol wipes on the structure 
used to hold up the sub on the dry dock, and set fire to them. 

During Wednesday's interview, Fury continued to deny 
setting the May 23 fire, which broke out in the area of a 
forward stateroom on the middle level of the ship and burned 
for 10 hours. Shipyard firefighters, submariners and 
firefighters from three states battled the blaze. 

Firefighters were forced to enter the tight, blistering hot 
confines of the 360-foot submarine for short shifts to fight the 
blaze, battling smoke so dense they often couldn't see. 

Nobody died, but seven people were injured. There were 
no weapons on board, the nuclear reactor was shut down and 
the propulsion area was not affected. 

Fury had been working in the forward torpedo room, 
stripping paint with a tool on May 23, according to the court 
affidavit. 

He initially told investigators he was alerted to the fire by 
a co-worker and saw billowing smoke as the two made their 
way up and out of the sub. 

Investigators asked Fury to take a polygraph, which he 
did Friday, the court papers said. 

When confronted with the results of the lie detector test, 
he admitted setting the May 23 fire as well, the court papers 
said. 

"The reason he set the (May 23) fire was in order to get 
out of work," Gauthier said in his statement. 

Fury said he initially lied about setting the fire because he 
was scared and "everything was blurry to him and his memory 
was impaired due to his anxiety and the medications he was 
taking at the time." 

Fury walked investigators through the USS Pasadena, an 
identical Los Angeles attack submarine undergoing work at 
the shipyard, to show them step-by-step what he had done on 
May 23. He then did the same aboard the USS Miami. 

Fury said he was working in a torpedo room in the 
forward part of the ship and was feeling extremely anxious. 

He grabbed his cigarettes and a lighter and went up one 
flight of stairs to the staterooms. 

There he set fire to some rags and left the room when the 
flames were two inches high, the court papers said. 

A vacuum cleaner was on the bed near where he started 
the fire. 

Fury had trouble remembering some details, describing 
the period as a blur during which he was intensely anxious. 

He told authorities he was taking medicine for anxiety, 
depression, insomnia and allergies. 

Days after the June 16 fire, Fury checked himself into an 
in-patient mental health facility for two days. 

Fury is scheduled to be back in court Wednesday for a 
combined hearing to determine whether the government had 
probable cause to charge him and whether he should be 
released on bail. 



 7

U.S. District Court Judge John Rich III said the 
government can have Fury held for now. 

"The government says there are no conditions of release 
that will ensure either your appearance or the safety of others 
in the community," Rich said. 

As a sign of the case's significance, U.S. Attorney 
Thomas Delahanty II sat at the prosecutor's table and indicated 
afterward he will personally be involved in the prosecution 
along with Assistant U.S. Attorney Darcie McElwee and other 
assistant U.S. attorneys. 

Fury faces two counts of arson in connection with the two 
fires. Delahanty said that arson is always a serious crime, with 
the possibility of death and serious injury, and the extent of 
damage to the submarine will not be a factor in determining 
Fury's guilt. 

The Navy still has not said officially whether it will repair 
the Miami, at a cost of $250 million to $440 million, but 
O'Connor said he has been told it will be repaired at the 
Kittery shipyard. 

However, the Navy is dealing with budget cuts and the 
possibility of even deeper, automatic cuts on Jan. 1 if 
Congress and the president can't reach agreement on deficit 
reduction, he said. 

O'Connor said he does not know Fury or how long he had 
worked at the yard. He suspects Fury will spend a long time in 
prison. 

"This one guy's irrational actions have had a negative 
impact on our national security," he said. "How 'bout the men 
and women who risked their lives, whose lives were 
threatened by this reckless behavior?" 

View Criminal Complaint (PDF) 
Broadcast Clip - Civilian Shipyard Employee Charged 

With Setting USS Miami Fire 
(WCSH NBC PORTLAND 23 JUL 12) Maureen O’Brien 
KITTERY, Maine -- The U.S. Navy says the fire that 

caused some $400 million in damage to a submarine at the 
Portsmouth Naval Shipyard was deliberately set. Investigators 
have arrested a 24-year old shipyard worker named Casey 
James Fury and charged him with two counts of arson. 

The arrest actually happened Friday evening at the 
shipyard, but the U.S. Attorney didn't announce it until today. 
Prior to the arrest, there had been no hint from authorities that 
they suspected arson. In fact, the May 23 fire had been 
officially blamed on a vacuum cleaner. 

The fire on board the USS Miami caused extensive 
damage to the submarine, and involved a massive effort by 
crew members, the Shipyard fire department and volunteers 
from a number of Maine and New Hampshire fire 
departments. On June 16 there was a second, much smaller in 
the wooden cradle underneath the submarine. That fire 
reportedly caused minimal damage. 

Investigators now say both those fires were arson. Casey 
Fury worked as a painter and sandblaster at the yard, and, 
according to court documents filed by the Naval Criminal 
Investigation Service (NCIS) Fury was working in the yard at 
the time of both fires. According to the NCIS affidavit, after 
multiple interviews with investigators, Fury admitted setting 
the second, smaller fire. Then, after agreeing to take a 
polygraph exam, agents say he told the examiner he had set 
the first fire. In each case, according to an affidavit, Fury told 
agents he was anxious and agitated at the time and set the fires 
because he wanted to go home from work. The affidavit also 
indicated Fury said he was taking a variety of medications for 
treatment of anxiety and depression. 

Fury made his initial court appearance before federal 
magistrate Monday afternoon. No new details were provided 
at that time. Fury will continue to be held in jail until a second 
hearing on August 1, at which time there will be both a bail 
hearing and a probable cause hearing. 

Paul O'Connor, president of the shipyards Metal trades 
Council, said the arrest of a fellow worker for setting the fire 
was very upsetting. '"We're a family here," and said: "that one 
person took upon himself through irrational thought to take 
actions that jeopardized the lives of hundreds of men and 3 
women. Shipyarders and first responders. That is 
unforgivable." 

View Clip (RT: 3:04) 

Return to Index 
 

2. Navy’s Green Strike Group Is All That And Energy Efficient, Too 
(CLEAN TECHNICA 23 JUL 12) ... Tina Casey 

Biofuel fans have been following the bio-powered ships 
and aircraft of the Navy’s Green Strike Group as it tools 
around the Pacific in this year’s Rim of the Pacific maritime 
exercise, but advanced biofuel isn’t the only green innovation 
on display. The Navy is also using the Green Strike Group to 
show off its new energy efficiency technologies at RIMPAC, 
which is the largest exercise of its kind in the world. 

The Navy’s New Energy Warriors 
Three of the ships in the Green Strike Group earned prizes 

for energy efficiency before they even set off for RIMPAC, 
through a program called Incentivized Energy Conservation. 

i-ENCON is based on rewarding behavior changes that 
lead to energy conservation, and rewarding innovation from 
the bottom up. 

Aside from saving energy, this kind of approach can have 
a ripple effect that improves well being. One recent example is 
the replacement of the humming, flickering old fluorescent 
bunk lights with high-quality LED lighting. That program 

began when a Sailor reported that the old lights were 
interfering with rest, and the new lights have been credited 
with providing a more healthful environment. 

The program launched in 1993 and continued under the 
Bush administration. Under President Obama, it has expanded 
to embody the “energy warrior” mindset that is beginning to 
emerge throughout the armed services. 

Smarter Ships For The U.S. Navy 
Other key energy efficiency elements in the Navy’s Great 

Green Fleet program are a “smart” Energy Dashboard system 
that enables the crew to respond more quickly to changing 
energy demands, and a “Smart Voyage Planning Decision 
Aid” that advises ships on routes that combine safety with 
energy efficiency. 

A new compressor maintenance system will eliminate the 
need to burn fuel when engines are shut down and restarted, 
and ship hulls have been modified to reduce drag and 
turbulence. 
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Incandescent bulbs are also on the way out (sorry, 
Michele!), as ships in the Green Fleet will have lighting 
provided by energy-efficient LED’s, with a particular focus on 
replacing incandescent lights as well as older, less-efficient 
fluorescent lights. 

Navy Biofuels In Action 
The Navy has been field testing biofuels with great 

success over the past year, but RIMPAC marks the first major 
demonstration that military operations can be carried out using 
biofuel, with no loss of performance. 

The RIMPAC tests have been conducted on a 50-50 blend 
of conventional fuel and algae biofuel supplied by the 
company Solazyme, as well as biofuel made from used 
cooking oil supplied by Dynamic Fuels (a Tyson Foods 
venture with Syntroleum Corporation). 

In addition to the performance of biofuels in aircraft and 
ships, the RIMPAC tests have also been designed to 
demonstrate the integrity of the fuel infrastructure on biofuel. 

That includes refueling a destroyer under way, refueling 
aircraft in flight and on deck, and the first ever arrested 
landing of an aircraft onto a carrier using biofuels. 

Support Our Troops On Biofuel 
In a statement announcing the successful tests, Navy 

Secretary Ray Mabus said that “the ability to use fuels other 
than petroleum is critical to our energy security, because it 
will increase our flexibility and reduce the services’ 
vulnerability to rapid and unforeseen changes in the price of 
oil.” 

Unfortunately, instead of cheering for this latest 
enhancement to our national security, Republican leaders in 
Congress have spent the months leading up to RIMPAC in an 
all-out war against the Navy’s biofuel program. 

Evidently, the old saw about listening to the generals on 
the ground doesn’t apply to admirals on the water. 

Return to Index 
 

3. Obama Honors Colorado Victims With Military Ties 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 23 JUL 12) 

RENO, Nev. — President Barack Obama has honored 
four victims of the Colorado theater attack who had ties to the 
military. 

Obama began his first campaign-focused trip since the 
Colorado shooting by remembering service members and 
veterans who were killed Friday when a gunman opened fire 
in a suburban Denver movie theater. 

In a speech to the Veterans of Foreign Wars on Monday, 
Obama said, "These young patriots were willing to serve in 
faraway lands, yet they were taken from us at home." 

Obama said the nation honors them, adding: "We stand 
with you as one united American family." 

Among those killed in the attack were Jonathan Blunk, a 
26-year-old Navy veteran; Jesse Childress, a 29-year-old Air 
Force cybersystems operator; John Larimer, a 27-year-old-
Sailor; and Rebecca Wingo, a 32-year-old Air Force veteran. 

Obama said he met with families and conveyed the 
message that "we honor your loved ones. We salute their 
service." 

Referring to the attack and all its victims, he said: "Our 
hearts still ache." 

Later Monday, Defense Secretary Leon Panetta 
announced that all Defense Department installations 
worldwide were flying their flags at half-staff to honor the 
victims of the attack. 

Return to Index 
 

4. Navy Week: Life Aboard An Aircraft Carrier 
(KLDT NBC SIOUX FALLS (SD) 23 JUL 12) ... Jeff Rusack 

For the first time ever, Sioux Falls will be celebrating 
Navy Week and all week long KDLT will be bringing you a 
look aboard an aircraft carrier to show how the Navy manages 
a one thousand foot long super vessel out at sea. 

The USS John C. Stennis rattles every few minutes when 
an F-18 fighter jet slams onboard the crowded flight deck. 

“With jet engines going off right next to you, your chest 
will shake a little bit,” said Jeff Dundon a catapult and arrest 
gear officer. 

But a thousand foot long ship that towers hundreds of feet 
into the air has a completely different feel below deck. 

“It's a lot different than what people think that it is,” said 
Jennifer Stone an Aviation Boatswain's Mate Handler. 

With hallways that seem infinite and no windows, 
keeping morale up can be a challenge. 

“They're out there on the flight deck. They're working on 
the fighters on the hanger deck. They're working in the galley 
in the kitchen where we make the food for the Sailors and they 
do that 16-18 hours a day,” said Rear Admiral Chuck 
Gaouette. 

For some using there down time means hitting one of the 
gyms, for others it may be a peaceful trip to the stern of the 
ship. 

“When you're down, you just like to relax because you 
don’t really get to relax much,” said Destiny Wolverton a 
Second Division Yeoman. 

Somewhere between the flight deck overhead and the 
nuclear powered engines below, every month Sailors with a 
birthday are surprised with a giant cake. 

“We're like a family. Sometimes we're really 
dysfunctional but we're like a family,” said Wolverton. 

Even a few dozen miles out at sea, there's Starbuck’s 
Coffee and vending machines. But, instead of the easily 
recognizable Coke lettering cans come written in Arabic. 

“It’s kind of cool if you've never experienced it before. 
But, you definitely appreciate a nice full sized bed,” said 
Stone. 

It’s a different world down below on an aircraft carrier, 
that's always ready for battle. 

Sailors don't get a lot of time to sleep but when they do 
it's in rooms that fit over a hundred people and in bunk beds 
that stack three high. 
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View Clip 
U.S. Navy Drops Into Great Plains Zoo 
As a kick off to Navy week, the Great Plains Zoo had 

some special visitors today. The “Leap Frog” parachute team 
from the U.S. Navy dropped in. The Navy Seal jumped from 
6,000 feet to put on a show for zoo visitors below. They 

colored the sky and flew an 80-foot American flag over the 
crowd, then landed in the bison pen. For Jucin Gonzales, a 
Navy Seal who has deployed twice, said this is a nice break 
from active duty. All of the members of the Leap Frog team 
have deployed at least twice. The team is halfway through a 
three-year tour. 

Return to Index 
 

5. How The Navy Protects America 
(ROCHESTER (NY) DEMOCRAT & CHRONICLE 24 JUL 12) ... Vice Adm. William Burke 

America’s Navy is our nation’s front line in war and in 
peace, operating on, above and below the sea. Think of the 
Navy as America’s “away team,” deployed around the world, 
defending our nation’s interests every day. 

This year marks the bicentennial of the War of 1812. 
Many of the qualities that shaped and helped the Navy win 
200 years ago still hold true today: the fighting spirit and 
boldness of the Navy’s sailors, the Navy’s innovation and 
technological supremacy, the direct link between a strong 
Navy and a prosperous America through free world trade, and 
the Navy’s key role in preserving American sovereignty. 

During the War of 1812, America called on the Navy and 
its warfighting sailors to preserve our country’s security and 
prosperity on the Atlantic Coast and the Great Lakes. Two 
hundred years later, that tradition continues, relying on the 
Navy to protect our strategic interests at home and abroad. 

Today, Navy ships fight on the sea; Navy submarines 
fight under the sea; and Navy aircraft fight over the sea, taking 
off from and landing on Navy aircraft carriers. This ability to 
act from the sea is critical to national security. It gives the 
Navy the power to protect America’s interests – anywhere, 
anytime. 

The United States is a maritime nation bounded by oceans 
on both sides. Consider a few facts. Water covers about 70 
percent of the earth’s surface. Approximately 80 percent of the 
world’s population lives near the sea. About 90 percent of all 
world trade by volume travels by sea, including most of the 5 
billion dollars in exports from Rochester each year. In other 
words, what happens on the sea matters. It matters to our 
national defense. It matters to world peace. It matters to our 
economy and to the preservation of prosperity. A strong Navy 
is necessary to preserve the American way of life. 

The Navy has never been more in demand. The 
president’s national security strategy emphasizes our 
commitment in the Asia-Pacific and Middle East regions, vast, 
maritime areas of the world ideally suited for naval operations 
and in which the Navy maintains a robust presence. 

Elsewhere in the world, we face diverse challenges. We 
are a nation at war. We face a terrorist network that has 
attacked our country before, and vows to do so again. 
Unstable regimes are developing nuclear weapons. Rising 
powers have begun military buildups to match their economic 

growth. Weak and failed states create havens for groups that 
seek to do us harm, such as al Qaeda in Afghanistan and 
Africa and Somali pirates. Climate change is creating new 
conflicts, as Arctic melting foments disputes over shipping 
lanes and oil supplies previously locked in ice. 

The Navy is ideally suited for this kind of world because 
the Navy is fast, flexible and by its very nature, operating 
forward, and ready. Our ships, submarines and aircraft can go 
anywhere on the sea on short notice, and they can do all of 
their work from the sea. From the sea, Navy ships and 
submarines can destroy targets located far inland. Our aircraft 
don’t need airstrips on the ground. From the sea, they take off 
from aircraft carriers. From the sea, Navy SEAL teams can 
carry out special operations worldwide. In a humanitarian 
crisis like the devastating earthquake and tsunami that struck 
northern Japan last year, or the earthquake which ravaged 
Haiti in 2010, the Navy can deliver relief supplies and provide 
medical care. 

On any given day, the Navy has the ability to attack a 
terrorist camp, capture a pirate vessel, and deliver emergency 
relief, all in different parts of the world. Being able to do all of 
these things from the sea is important, as we may not be able 
to get another country’s permission to come ashore. 

Our ready force also requires us to be smart about how we 
power our ships, aircraft and submarines. That’s why the Navy 
is a leader in pursuing our warfighting advantage through 
innovation in energy. By 2016, the Navy will sail the Great 
Green Fleet, a carrier strike group composed of nuclear-
powered warships, energy-efficient hybrid electric ships, and 
aircraft flying on biofuels. We have incorporated energy 
efficiency in the design of all new ship classes. These 
initiatives will give us a warfighting advantage in the next 
war. In fact, they may help avoid the next war altogether. 

In today’s world, power must be ready, fast, flexible and 
operating forward. This requires warfighting sailors who are 
highly trained, highly motivated and courageous; sailors who 
are capable of meeting any challenge. It requires the best 
sailors in the world – the men and women of the United States 
Navy. 

Vice Admiral William Burke is the Navy's Deputy Chief of 
Naval Opeartions for Warfare Systems. He will be visiting 
Rochester this week. 

Return to Index 
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CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
6. More Time At Sea 
Mideast Demand Will Strain Flattop Fleet In Fiscal ’13 
(NAVY TIMES 30 JUL 12) ... Joshua Stewart 

Increased global demand and fewer aircraft carriers mean 
sailors will spend more time at sea and less at home the next 
two years, Chief of Naval Operations Adm. Jon Greenert has 
announced. 

The John C. Stennis Carrier Strike Group will deploy in 
late August — four months ahead of schedule — and will stay 
out two months longer than scheduled, Pentagon officials said 
July 16. 

Greenert said Navy officials originally planned for the 
five carrier deployments in fiscal 2013 to average six months 
and eight days, but those cruises now likely will average eight 
months and 13 days. And sailors in the carrier fleet will be 
home only 60 percent of the time, rather than 65 percent. 

The reason: Continuing crises in the Middle East are 
preventing the Navy from winding down its forces in the 
region, even though operations in Iraq have ended and those in 
Afghanistan are wrapping up. And demand for a carrier 
presence elsewhere remains strong, even as the carrier fleet 
shrinks from 11 ships to 10. 

“The supply and the demand is changing at the same 
time,” said retired Vice Adm. Peter Daly, chief executive 
officer of the U.S. Naval Institute and a former Fleet Forces 
deputy commander. 

The quick turnaround for Stennis, which will deploy 
along with the cruiser Mobile Bay, came at the request of U.S. 
Central Command chief Marine Gen. James Mattis, who 
wanted to maintain two carriers in the region. 

Supply And Demand 
Navy leaders have hoped that the end of operations in 

Iraq, and of combat in Afghanistan in 2014, would cut the 
operational tempo, preferably down to maintaining a one-
carrier presence in 5th Fleet. The service now maintains a 1.5-
carrier presence in the 5th Fleet — two carriers for half of the 
year, one carrier for the other half. 

The service is losing one carrier, Enterprise, which is set 
for decommissioning in 2013. Two other carriers, the 
Theodore Roosevelt and Abraham Lincoln, will be in 
extended maintenance periods. 

So far, two carriers have been affected by the Navy’s new 
plan. In late June, the Dwight D. Eisenhower Carrier Strike 
Group left Norfolk, Va., for a nine-month deployment, the 
longest carrier cruise since 2003. 

And then there’s the eight months underway scheduled 
for Stennis, starting in late summer and ending in March or 
April. 

Stennis deployed early because it had a ready crew, 
Greenert said. 

When factoring time at sea and at home, the Navy’s 
figures include only operational carriers, leaving out those in 
the yards because of refueling, such as Lincoln, which is in 
transit to Virginia for a refueling and overhaul. 

The deployment figures do not include the George 
Washington, which is forward-deployed and typically has 
shorter cruises than other carriers, but the figures do reflect the 
carrier’s time in its homeport. 

Moving up Stennis’ deployment ensures two carriers will 
remain in 5th Fleet, Pentagon spokesman George Little said. 

Little on July 16 said “a range of factors” was driving the 
early deployment, including the crisis in Syria, but would not 
elaborate. 

“This is an extension of capabilities in this particular 
region,” he said, adding that it’s no secret the Middle East is a 
contentious region with a “variety of challenges,” but it’s not a 
response to one particular country or threat. 

One of the reasons is the continuing standoff with Iran 
and Tehran’s threats to close the Strait of Hormuz, through 
which much of the world’s oil shipping flows. The Navy 
recently doubled its minesweeping capability in the Persian 
Gulf as a means of deterring Tehran’s threats to close the vital 
waterway. 

At a June 27 news conference, Greenert said the situation 
in the Persian Gulf had been “quiet” over the past two months. 
But on July 15, Iranian parliament leaders renewed threats to 
close the vital waterway unless sanctions against their country 
are lifted. 

Decisions have not yet been made about any sort of early 
or long deployments after Stennis finishes its mission in spring 
of next year, but for now, the Navy is planning on seven-
month, seven-day deployments in fiscal 2014, Greenert said. 

“The world tends to determine that. There’s a complex 
situation over there, between the environment with Iran” and 
Operation Enduring Freedom, Greenert said. 

‘Short-Term, You Can Do It’ 
The United States hasn’t fully explained the need to send 

the Stennis early. But British Defence Secretary Philip 
Hammond, after meeting with U.S. Defense Secretary Leon 
Panetta, said addressing threats from Iran “is an effort which 
clearly the United States is leading, and the powerful signal 
was sent by the decision to order the John Stennis to the Gulf, 
and we have supporting assets in the Gulf. We will continue to 
maintain those supporting assets and work closely with the 
United States and others.” 

Other afloat communities are not affected as much as 
carriers — some not at all. Original plans called for the cruiser 
fleet to spend 67 percent of fiscal 2013 in home ports, but now 
the Navy anticipates that 64 percent will be spent at home. 
Meanwhile, destroyers will go from 63 percent of the year at 
home to 62 percent. Amphibs will, as originally planned, 
spend 58 percent of the year at home. Figures were not 
available for submarines. 

“Short-term, you can do it,” Greenert said. 
But it can’t go on forever without making changes and, 

beyond the Stennis deployment, the Navy may have to 
recalibrate its deployment, maintenance and training schedules 
to maintain carrier operations as they are today, Greenert said. 

The CNO said there could be a shake-up with the 
shipyards that support the fleet. Maintenance schedules are 
carefully choreographed so one ship can pull into the yards as 
soon as one pulls out. If planned correctly, the Navy can 
prevent downtime at shipyards, which hurts the industries that 
fix and upgrade ships. Additionally, good scheduling means 
ships are never stuck in a holding pattern waiting for another 
overhaul to finish before beginning their own maintenance, 
effectively taking them out of the fight just to wait in line. 
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“If it’s going to be more than just Stennis, if we’ve got to 
keep two beyond that period, we’ve got another level of 
complexity on the industrial base,” Greenert said. 

Stennis is taking special steps to prepare for its quick 
turnaround. When its last deployment ended March 2, the 
strike group was put on an “increased readiness status,” said 
Rear. Adm. Charles Gaouette, the strike group commander. 

After the strike group learned about its early deployment, 
it began a training regimen tailored to a quick turnaround 
instead of the typical workup. Depending on the ship, 70 
percent to 80 percent of the crew had sailed together before, so 
leaders crafted “sustainment exercises” designed to strengthen 
the crew’s weaknesses. 

“From what I can tell, from the initial reports, the 
outcome was pretty positive,” Gaouette said as Stennis 
completed exercises off the Southern California coast. 

Stennis was in strong material condition after its last 
deployment and does not require significant maintenance or 

repairs, and its condition is “second to none,” said Capt. 
Ronald Reis, the ship’s commanding officer. 

The command is also boosting its efforts to increase 
resiliency on the deck plates. Sailors in leadership positions 
have attended sessions to show them how to identify when 
their shipmates are getting burned out. Additionally, the 
command and ombudsman organization have reached out to 
families. 

The early deployment will cause hardships, but sailors 
appreciate that they now know when they will deploy, said 
CMC (AW/SW/SS) Stanley Jewett, the carrier’s senior 
enlisted sailor. 

But the change in plans for Stennis is indicative that once-
predictable deployment schedules will knuckleball. 

“Clearly, we’ve changed from an environment when you 
could really plan and count on a fairly stable carrier schedule. 
I think that in the short term, or maybe permanently, those 
days are gone,” Daly said. 

Return to Index 
 

7. USS John C. Stennis Returns From Training Trip 
(KITSAP (WA) SUN 23 JUL 12) 

BREMERTON — The aircraft carrier John C. Stennis 
returned to Naval Base Kitsap-Bremerton this morning after a 
month of training off the Southern California coast. 

While the ship was gone, its crew received word they 
would be deploying to the Middle East in late summer after 
returning from there March 2. It had originally been scheduled 
to leave for the western Pacific around the end of the 

year.Capt. Ron Reis, Stennis commander, said the crew is 
fully trained and qualified to deploy, and the ship's material 
condition is "second to none." 

During the trip, which began on June 25, the ship 
conducted fleet replacement carrier qualifications and 
exercises with the strike group. 
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8. Lincoln Wraps Up Port Visit To Turkey 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 23 JUL 12) ... Seaman Phylicia Sorenson, USS Abraham Lincoln Public Affairs 

USS ABRAHAM LINCOLN, At Sea -- Sailors assigned 
to the Nimitz-class aircraft carrier USS Abraham Lincoln 
(CVN 72) and embarked Carrier Air Wing (CVW) 2 departed 
Antalya, Turkey, July 22, following a scheduled port visit. 

The visit provided Sailors the opportunity to experience 
the Turkish culture and traditions, take tours of the 
surrounding areas, interact with Turkish citizens and unwind 
following an at-sea period. 

"It was great to have the chance to experience another 
culture," said Fireman Samantha Vitali. "The people were very 
hospitable, and the country was beautiful." 

Lincoln's Morale, Welfare and Recreation (MWR) office 
provided Sailors with a host of available tours such as a tour 
of the city of Antalya, and rafting and boat tours. 

"This was, in my opinion, the best port visit we have had 
this entire deployment," said Seaman Brianna Suits. "We were 
able to go out and see more thanks to the efforts and 
organization of MWR." 

While in Turkey, Lincoln also hosted a reception in the 
ship's hangar bay to welcome Turkish leaders in an effort to 

strengthen the bond between the U.S. Navy and the local 
community. 

"The reception was an excellent opportunity for our 
Sailors to interact with the local community and vice versa," 
said Senior Chief Legalman Margaret Bagley. "The 
opportunity to hold this reception was an amazing window for 
building bridges between our two cultures." 

Lincoln departed its homeport of Everett, Wash., Dec. 7, 
for a deployment to the U.S. 5th and 7th fleet areas of 
responsibility (AORs). Currently heading back to the United 
States to complete an eight-month deployment, Lincoln is 
changing homeports from Everett, Wash., to Norfolk, Va., for 
a periodic refueling complex overhaul. 

Lincoln is the flagship for Carrier Strike Group (CSG) 9, 
which is also comprised of CVW-2, guided-missile cruiser 
USS Cape St. George (CG 71) and Destroyer Squadron 9. 
CSG-9 will operate in the U.S. 6th Fleet AOR in support of 
maritime security operations and theater security cooperation 
efforts in the coming weeks before making its way home. 
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9. NOAA Fisheries Experts Foster Working Relationship With Vietnamese Fishermen 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 23 JUL 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Michael Feddersen, Navy Public Affairs Support 
Element West 

VINH, Vietnam -- U.S. National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) Fisheries Service 
experts are working with local Vietnamese fishermen during a 

three-day subject matter expert exchange (SMEE) July 16-20 
during Pacific Partnership 2012 (PP12). 
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The SMEE discussed pollution, the effects of tourism and 
various other factors that affect the fish population along the 
Nghe An province coastline. 

"The work that fishery folk do around the world isn't 
work that makes front page news, but it is important work for 
the sustainability of fish," said Michael Avvey, NOAA 
Fisheries Service representative. 

The SMEE also focused on identifying outside factors 
that may have been overlooked by fishermen. 

"We are teaching them [local fishermen] what an 
unhealthy environment can do to the fish," Avvey said. "There 
is nothing these fishermen can really do to fix the problems 
here, but we can help them understand the problems." 

During the five-day SMEE, fishermen and volunteers 
from PP12 completed a classroom course followed by a site 
visit where students visited other fishermen and fish markets 
to experience firsthand some of the factors affecting the fish 
population. 

Avvey said combining the site visit with the classroom 
material creates a larger impact. 

"The two together are important," he said. "The visual 
helped marry the classroom work with the reality of the 
situation. We used science as a mediator to demonstrate the 
cause and effect." 

The SMEE gave PP12 personnel, their host nation 
counterparts and experts an opportunity to learn from each 
other and foster an understanding of quality versus quantity 
with regards to the fish population off the coast of Vietnam. 

Children, Volunteers Share Laughter, Smiles At 
Vietnamese Vocational School 

Pacific Partnership 2012 (PP12) volunteers shared 
laughter and smiles with children at a disabled children's 
vocational school, July 19. 

Together, the children and volunteers spent time playing 
with toys, listening to the U.S. Pacific Fleet Band, making 
origami, and blowing bubbles. They also spent time learning 
about each other and making new friends. 

Event organizer U.S. Army Capt. Hector Cortez said there 
are no barriers with laughter. 

"We all express joy in the same manner and laughter in 
the same way," he said. 

Volunteers from the Military Sealift Command hospital 
ship USNS Mercy (T-AH 19) and Japan Maritime Self-
Defense Force Amphibious Ship Oosumi played side-by-side 
with the children throughout the event. 

Taylor Jensen, a Latter Day Saints Charities volunteer, 
said the event helped the school's staff better understand their 
students. 

"It gave them better meaning for why they are doing what 
they are doing, I think," he said. "These children are valuable 
to society. They have special talents and things we can all 
learn from." 

"I looked around and saw how happy everyone was and 
how glad they were to have us here, participating and having a 
good time." 

Jensen was able to move past normal language barriers 
with some of the children by speaking sign language. 

Cortez said community service events (COMSERV) are 
an integral part of the mission of Pacific Partnership. 

"One thing we have been able to do in every country is 
play with the kids," he said. "It brings things down to a social 
level [to] engage with the host nation at more of an intimate 
level. It also shows the common human spirit we all share." 

COMSERVs help bring PP12 partner nations and host 
nations together through activities, music, laughter, donations 
and, most importantly, newly minted friendships. 
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10. 'Fighting Forty' Finishes Nine Month Deployment With Humanitarian, Civic Mission 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 23 JUL 12) ... Lt. j.g. Pete DeIuliis, Navy Public Affairs Support Element West 

VINH, Vietnam -- Seabees of Naval Mobile Construction 
Battalion (NMCB) 40 packed their seabags one last time July 
21 before returning home after a nine month forward 
deployment. 

Twenty-two "Fighting Forty" Seabees, along with four 
containers packed with tools and equipment, departed 
Okinawa in late June to Nghe An province. After 30 hours 
from their base in Japan to their hotel rooms in Vietnam, they 
began construction efforts in support of Pacific Partnership 
2012 (PP12). 

"Our mission was to construct a four-room health clinic in 
one of the most impoverished communities in the country and 
renovate two other clinic buildings," said Senior Chief Builder 
Todd Bernashe, assistant officer-in-charge, NMCB 40 PP12 
detachment. 

Bernashe described how the Seabees attached to this team 
have overcome adversity and shortcomings in manpower and 
equipment, not to mention having many who are deployed for 
the first time and maintaining a 24-hour operation on the 
ground. 

"After all was said and done with country clearances and 
manning shortfalls, there were 22 Seabees to conduct a 
mission originally intended for 25," he said. "After our 
departure flight was pushed back for the third time, there were 
29 days to complete what was originally planned for 34." 

The Seabees worked seven days a week and exceed a 
"normal" work day, constructing and renovating buildings and 
sites in over 100 degree weather and high humidity while 
wearing long sleeve shirts and pants to prevent against insect-
borne illnesses. 

"It's hot out here but we know what we're doing here 
matters to this community," said Builder 1st Class David 
Garcia. "To be a part of something that will help the members 
in this community long after we leave means something, 
especially since our unit will soon be decommissioned." 

NMCB 40 is slated to be decommissioned in August, but 
the work of the Fighting Forty in Hung Lam and Hung Tam 
will serve the communities for many years to come. 

"The finished product of our efforts will be part of our 
legacy," said Engineering Aide 3rd Class Kyle Jeffreys. 

Return to Index 
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11. Navy Seabees Help Boost Morale Of U.S., Coalition Troops In Afghanistan 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 23 JUL 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Jonathan Carmichael, Naval Mobile Construction 
Battalion 11 Public Affairs 

HELMAND PROVINCE, Afghanistan -- Seabees 
assigned to Naval Mobile Construction Battalion (NMCB) 11 
serve waffles weekly to patrons of the United Services 
Organization (USO) tent on Camp Leatherneck in Afghanistan 
as a way to give back to the community and heighten morale. 

Every Sunday, U.S. and coalition troops on Camp 
Leatherneck have the option of attending the waffle breakfast 
where they are served freshly made waffles and can choose 
from a variety of toppings while they dine among friends in 
the casual atmosphere offered by the USO. 

A group of about eight Seabees voluntarily to give up 
their single, weekly opportunity for a half-day off in the name 
of serving their brothers and sisters in uniform. 

"Without volunteers like these it would probably never 
happen," said Tim Kerr, USO programs manager and 
volunteer coordinator on camp Leatherneck. "There's only 
three USO staff here to run a 24-hour, seven-days-a-week 
operation. Volunteers are a very, very big part of all of our 
operations, all of our programs. They run the front desk, set up 
events; they're just totally awesome. Without them, we 
couldn't do it alone." 

According to Kerr, 'Waffle Sundays' as they have come to 
be known, have been taking place since February 2011. He 
estimates that only twice have there not been enough 
volunteers to host a Waffle Sunday. All branches of service 
have provided volunteers over the year-and-a-half that this 
popular breakfast event has been up and running. 

"We're here to serve the military," said Kerr. Serve the 
military is what they do, and that isn't restricted to U.S. 
military. Service members from a multitude of coalition forces 
make the journey from their location to partake in the weekly 
tradition on Camp Leatherneck. 

Since the Seabees of NMCB-11 arrived on Camp 
Leatherneck at the beginning of their deployment in February 
2012, they have nearly taken over all the volunteer duties of 
Waffle Sundays. The first member of the battalion to discover 
the volunteer opportunity and begin recruiting fellow Seabees 
is Hospital Corpsman 1st Class Daniel E. Magee. 

"I decided it would be a good thing to do for people and 
give them something to look forward to," said Magee, 
originally from Jacksonville, Ark. "It's a great way to give 
back and have fun while you're doing it." 

Magee explained that there were about three or four 
volunteers every Sunday when he began helping out. That 
included a couple of Airmen and a Marine from time to time. 
A couple of months later Seabees doubled the volunteer 
efforts. "Word got out about it, and more and more Seabees 
started showing up to volunteer. And volunteer turnout has 
remained strong since." 

One of those volunteers is Engineering Aide 3rd Class 
Nichollette Stepp, originally from South Houston, Texas. 
Stepp was sent on a detachment to Farah Province where she 
and her fellow Seabees expanded a forward operating base 
(FOB) and constructed helicopter landing zones to facilitate 
timely medical evacuations within the region. 

"I heard there was a huge turnout, so when I returned 
from my det[achment] I figured I would just get involved and 

see what it's all about," said Stepp. "It's actually a lot of fun. I 
like seeing smiles on people's faces. A lot of people get down 
because they are in Afghanistan and away from home. This 
might just perk them up even if it's only for five minutes; 
sometimes that's all you need." 

One of the patrons to enjoy the waffles is Staff Sgt. 
Emmanuel Mercier, of Marine Corps Logistics Command out 
of Albany, Ga. "I sure do enjoy the waffles because it just 
makes me feel like I'm back home again," said Mercier. "I just 
want to say to the USO, thank you very much. It's just like 
another family; a home away from home." 

According to Kerr, the USO buys all the waffle mix, and 
they rely on donations from people at home who send syrup, 
jelly, butter, canned fruit, and "anything that the men and 
women can use on the waffles." 

"The waffles are great," said Kerr. "They're great big 
Belgian waffles; probably the biggest waffles that I've ever 
seen. They put a lot of love into them when they are making 
them, and they know how to make them. I think the word's 
getting out now which is why the line was clear out the door 
today. " 

Another volunteer, Builder 1st Class Adam C. Booher, 
said he enjoys making the waffles as much as people enjoy 
eating them. Originally from Bristol, Tenn., Booher has spent 
many a weekend making pancakes for his wife and three 
children, ages nine, six, and two. "It's kind of a regular thing 
for us on the weekends. My kids really look forward to it; 
especially my daughter. She likes me to cut her pancakes in 
the shape of Mickey Mouse," said Booher. 

The Waffle Sunday experience reminds Booher of his 
family and their pancake tradition. 

"I like helping people," said Waffle Sunday volunteer, 
Builder 1st Class Ina M. Baca, originally from Eustis, Fla. "It's 
a little piece of home." Like the other volunteers, Baca enjoys 
giving back to the community. "It satisfies my motherly 
instinct," said Baca. 

When they are not serving 'homemade' breakfasts to 
fellow service members, most of the Seabees of NMCB-11 are 
living and working in remote areas of Afghanistan. 

They are providing measurable support to U.S. and 
coalition forces by building roads, landing zones, FOBs, and 
bridges, expanding and improving existing facilities, and 
locating, drilling, and capping water wells. 

In some cases, such as with the Seabees of the battalion's 
Construction Management Training Team, they are providing 
direct support to those who will be contracting and 
constructing in Afghanistan well after U.S. and coalition 
forces have left. 

Homeported in Gulfport, Miss., NMCB-11 is deployed to 
Afghanistan to conduct general, mobility, survivability 
engineering operations, defensive operations, Afghan National 
Army partnering and detachment of units in combined/joint 
operations area - Afghanistan in order to enable the 
neutralization of the insurgency and support improved 
governance and stability operations. 

Return to Index 



 14

 
12. Exercise Sea Breeze 2012 Ends On High Note 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 24 JUL 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Jason Howard, Commander, U.S. Naval Forces 
Europe-Africa/U.S. 6th Fleet Public Affairs 

ODESSA, Ukraine -- The multinational Exercise Sea 
Breeze 2012 (SB12) concluded with a closing ceremony at the 
Odessa Officer's Club in Odessa, Ukraine, July 21. 

This year's exercise was the 15th iteration of Sea Breeze 
and many participants are calling this the exercise's most 
successful year to date. 

"This year we have challenged ourselves more than ever. 
All nations participating in this exercise share a commitment 
to maritime safety and security," said U.S. Navy Capt. James 
Aiken, SB12 deputy director. "Through a comprehensive and 
robust training agenda, we have continued to build upon our 
past successes and lessons learned." 

Aiken believes the success of this year's exercise can be 
attributed to the high standard that each participating nation 
set and carried out during the two-week training period. 

"The result of the exercises was that our multinational 
forces each played their parts and accomplished all of the 
planned tasks at a high level of cooperation and 
professionalism," said Ukrainian Vice Adm. Yurly Ilyin, 
Ukrainian chief of naval operations. 

Air, land and naval forces from Algeria, Azerbaijan, 
Belgium, Canada, Georgia, Germany, Israel, Moldova, 
Norway, Qatar, Sweden, Turkey, United Arab Emirates, 
Ukraine and the United States participated in Sea Breeze, the 
largest multinational maritime exercise this year in the Black 
Sea. 

SB12, co-hosted by the Ukrainian and U.S. navies, aimed 
to improve maritime safety, security and stability engagements 
in the Black Sea by enhancing the capabilities of Partnership 
for Peace and Black Sea regional maritime security forces. 

USS Jason Dunham Hosts Zhemchuzhinka 
Orphanage 

(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 24 JUL 12) Mass 
Communication Specialist 2nd Class William Jamieson, USS 
Jason Dunham Public Affairs 

ODESSA, Ukraine -- The guided-missile destroyer USS 
Jason Dunham (DDG 109)hosted children from the 
Zhemchuzhinka orphanage in Odessa, Ukraine, July 21. 

During the visit, the children were able to get a first-hand 
look at various spaces, including the ship's navigation bridge. 

Ensign Julia Kranz led the tour and said it was a pleasure 
to have them aboard. 

"We love showing off our ship," said Kranz. "We work 
hard to keep it looking good, and it's always fun to have kids 
around." 

As they toured the ship, the children received 
presentations from each department teaching them a little 
about what the Sailors do aboard, and how their jobs 
contribute to the ship's mission. 

Gas Turbine Systems Technician (Mechanical) 3rd Class 
Joseph Strauss said he was honored to be asked to speak to the 
children. 

"I sometimes forget how cool the stuff we do on the ship 
is. It was nice to be able to share it with children," said 
Strauss. 

At tour's end, the children were brought to the mess decks 
where they were treated to snacks and juice, and given the 
opportunity to ask the crew questions. 

"My job in the Navy is to feed people, so that is what I 
love. Being able to feed these children was the best," said 
Hauser. "You could see their little eyes light up when we 
brought out the snacks, and that really made me feel good 
about what we are doing out here." 

Jason Dunham is on a scheduled deployment in support of 
maritime security operations and theater security cooperation 
efforts in the U.S. 6th Fleet area of responsibility. 
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GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
13. Carter Describes Asia-Pacific Strategy In New Delhi 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 23 JUL 12) ... Karen Parrish 

NEW DEHLI – Deputy Defense Secretary Ashton B. 
Carter today described the U.S. Asia-Pacific strategy during a 
speech to Indian defense industry representatives, journalists 
and others here. 

Setting the context for the U.S. desire to improve its 
military cooperation with India, Carter explained that two 
central tenets for the new U.S. defense strategy are an 
increased focus on the Asia-Pacific region and a new approach 
to security cooperation through enhanced partnerships with 
other nations. 

“The last 10 years have had a profound impact on world 
affairs, affecting the United States but also countries across 
the Asia-Pacific and around the world,” he noted. 

Carter said that after a decade of conflict, the United 
States has ended the Iraq War and, with coalition partners, is 
transitioning security responsibility in Afghanistan to that 
nation’s own forces over the next two years. 

“But while we’ve been fighting insurgency and terrorism 
there, the world has not stood still, our friends and enemies 
have not stood still, and technology has not stood still,” he 
noted. “The successes we’ve had in Afghanistan, and in 
counterterrorism, mean that we can now focus our attention on 
other opportunities and challenges.” 

A second strategic force shaping future U.S. strategy, 
Carter said, is the need to keep the nation’s fiscal house in 
order, as outlined under the Budget Control Act that Congress 
passed last year. 

“While the U.S. base defense budget will not go down 
under this plan, neither will it continue to rise as we had 
earlier planned,” the deputy secretary noted. “But the wind-
down of Iraq and Afghanistan gives us capacity to turn the 
strategic corner without an ever-rising budget.” 

Strategic history and fiscal responsibility led U.S. leaders 
to design a new 21st century defense strategy, he said. 
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President Barack Obama and Defense Secretary Leon E. 
Panetta steered that effort, and the resulting strategy will build 
a force for the future that will be what Chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff Army Gen. Martin E. Dempsey calls the Joint 
Force of 2020, Carter said. 

“As Secretary Panetta has said, it’s going to be agile, lean, 
ready, technologically advanced, and able to conduct full-
spectrum operations and defeat any adversary, anywhere, any 
time,” said he added. 

The shift of focus to the Asia-Pacific region as outlined in 
the strategy involves several factors, Carter explained. 

“[It] is reflected in force structure decisions we make -- 
that is, what we keep and what we cut; in our posture and 
presence -- that is, where we put things; in new investments 
we’re making in technology and weapons systems; in 
innovative operational plans and tactics; and in alliances and 
partnerships in the region,” he said. “Importantly, here in 
India, our rebalance extends to Southeast Asia and South 
Asia.” 

Increased focus on the Asia-Pacific will maintain an 
environment of peace and security the region has enjoyed for 
more than 60 years, Carter said. That stability has allowed 
Japan, South Korea, Southeast Asia, China and India to rise 
and prosper, the deputy secretary said. 

“The wellsprings of that security have not been found 
within the region itself -- there’s no NATO here,” he noted. 
“In the absence of an overarching security structure, the 
United States military presence has played a pivotal role in 
ensuring regional stability. We intend to continue to play that 
role. It’s good for us, and good for everyone in the region.” 

The rebalance is not about China, the United States, India, 
or any other country or group of countries, Carter said. “It’s 
about a peaceful Asia-Pacific, where sovereign states can 
enjoy the benefits of security and continue to prosper,” he 
explained. 

To carry out the strategy, the United States military 
posture in the Asia-Pacific will increase relative to other 
theaters, he said. 

“We intend to have 60 percent of our naval assets in the 
Pacific by 2020,” Carter said. “We are developing new 
concepts of rotational presence as opposed to traditional 
basing, with Marines in Australia, littoral combat ships in 
Singapore, and forward stationing in Guam.” 

The Defense Department also is investing in new 
platforms and technologies relevant to the region, including a 
new bomber, new submarine-launched conventional weapons, 
cyber capabilities, and “a host of upgrades in radars, electronic 
protection, space and electronic warfare,” the deputy secretary 
said. 

“These and other future-focused investments are another 
central tenet of our new strategy,” he added. 

To those who doubt the United States has the needed 
resources to realize those investments, Carter said, “I would, 
to the contrary, point out two factors that make it eminently 
possible.” With the Iraq War ended and Afghanistan slated to 
wind down, capacity will be released that can be allocated to 
the Asia-Pacific region, he said. 

“Second, within our budget, we can and are prioritizing 
investments relative to the Asia-Pacific theater rather than, for 
example, counterinsurgency, where we have put so much 
effort over the last decade,” he added. “So the rebalancing is 
entirely practical.” 

The deputy secretary said the central point in the new 
strategy, as in the decades-long historical U.S. commitment to 
the region, is to build partnerships that leverage the unique 
strengths of the nation’s allies and partners. Strong 
partnerships can help in confronting critical challenges and 
meeting emerging opportunities, he added. 

“So we are taking a strategic and comprehensive approach 
to security cooperation, as well as to our posture,” he told the 
Indian audience. “We are streamlining our internal processes 
and security cooperation programs to share and cooperate with 
our partners better.” 
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14. U.S. Official Urges India To Allow More Foreign Investment In Defence Sector 
(PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 23 JUL 12) 

NEW DELHI -- Seeking closer military ties with India in 
high technology areas by "knocking down bureaucratic 
barriers,” the U.S. on Monday [23 July] said that New Delhi 
should raise the FDI [Foreign Direct Investment] limit in 
defence sector for attracting more American investment. 

Visiting U.S. Deputy Defence Secretary Ashton Carter 
said the U.S. was taking "real steps" to address India's 
concerns over American export control and technology denial 
regimes. 

India, he said, was key to the U.S.'s strategy for re-
balancing its force structure in the Asia-Pacific region. 

"Our partnership with India is a key part of our re-balance 
to the Asia-Pacific region, and, we believe, to the broader 
security and prosperity of the 21st century," he said, 
addressing a function organized by CII [Confederation of 
Indian Industry] here. 

Making it clear that re-balancing is not aimed at any 
country, Carter said, "Our re-balance is not about China or the 
U.S. or India or any other single country or group of countries. 

"It is about a peaceful Asia-Pacific region, where 
sovereign states can enjoy the benefits of security and 
continue to prosper." 

On the FDI issue in the defence sector, Carter said, "If 
India raises its FDI ceiling to international standards, it would 
increase commercial incentives to invest.” "At present, India 
allows only 26 per cent FDI in the sector whereas demands 
have been made by global firms to increase it upto 74 percent. 

On what he called stumbling blocks holding defence co-
operation between the two countries, he said, "We want to 
knock down any remaining bureaucratic barriers in our 
defence relationship, and strip away the impediments. And we 
want to set big goals to achieve it." 

With regard to re-balancing its military presence, Carter 
said the U.S.'s Asia-Pacific posture will increase relative to 
other theatres. 

"We intend to have 60 percent of our naval assets in the 
Pacific by 2020. We are developing new concepts of rotational 
presence, with Marines in Australia and four littoral combat 
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ships in Singapore as well as forward stationing in Guam," 
Carter said. 

He said that the U.S. is investing in new platforms and 
technologies relevant to Asia-Pacific region such as bombers, 
submarine-launched conventional weapons, cyber capabilities, 
radars, space and electronic warfare. 

The U.S. deputy defence secretary this morning met 
Defence Minister A.K. Antony, National Security Adviser 
Shivshankar Menon, Foreign Secretary Ranjan Mathai, 
Defence Secretary Shashikant Sharma and other senior 
government officials and discussed issues of mutual interest. 

Addressing the CII conference, he said that decreased 
involvement in Iraq and Afghanistan will allow his country to 
focus more on Asia-Pacific region. 

Carter said that countries in Asia-Pacific such as Japan, 
China, Korea and India have enjoyed an environment of peace 
and stability for more than 60 years. 

"In absence of an over-arching security structure, the U.S. 
military presence has played a pivotal role in ensuring regional 
stability. We intend to continue to play that role," he said. 

Underlining India's role as a democratic leader critical to 
political stability in South Asia, he said: "Our military-to-
military engagement has increased steadily over the years to 
include a robust set of dialogues, exercises, defence trade and 
research co-operation." 

For enduring peace and security in the Asia-Pacific 
region, he said India deserves the best military equipment. 
"We want to be India's highest-quality and most-trusted long-
term supplier of technology, in such fields as maritime domain 
awareness, counterterrorism, and many others. We are 
committed to India's military modernization." 

Stating that India is a "top priority" in U.S.' export 
considerations, Carter said: "We trust India and know India is 
not a re-exporter or exploiter of our technologies." He cited 
the examples of DRDO [Defence Research and Development 
Organization] and ISRO [Indian Space Research 
Organization] which have been removed from the U.S. 
Commerce Department Entity List. 
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15. Jets Make First Landing On Indian Carrier 
(RIA NOVOSTI 23 JUL 12) 

MOSCOW -- A MiG-29KUB two-seat naval fighter jet 
made the first touch-and-go landings last week on the Indian 
Navy aircraft carrier Vikramaditya, Sevmash shipyard said on 
Monday. 

The ship is currently undergoing sea trials in the Barents 
Sea off the north coast of Russia. 

The jet, piloted by navy test-pilots Col. Nikolai Diorditsa 
and Mikhail Belyaev, completed several approaches to the 
carrier and finally made a touch-and-go landing. 

The Vikramaditya, formerly the Russian Navy's Admiral 
Gorshkov, is to be handed over to India after the trials after a 
much-delayed refit. 

The ship was extensively modified to undertake STOBAR 
(short takeoff but assisted recovery) operations with MiG-29K 
naval fighter aircraft, as well as receiving new air defense, 
communications and navigations systems. 
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16. U.S. Adviser Arrives In Beijing For Talks 
(CHINA DAILY 24 JUL 12) ... Cheng Guangjin and Tan Yingzi 

The United States National Security Adviser Thomas 
Donilon will meet with Chinese leaders this week in talks 
analysts are describing as a "fire extinguisher" for the two 
countries at loggerheads on a range of international issues. 

Donilon was scheduled to arrive in Beijing on Monday 
evening and hold talks on Tuesday with State Councilor Dai 
Bingguo, one of the highest-ranking figures in Chinese foreign 
policy, and President Hu Jintao. 

On Wednesday, he will meet Vice Chairman of China’s 
Central Military Commission Xu Caihou, Foreign Minister 
Yang Jiechi, Vice-Premier Wang Qishan, who is in charge of 
economic, energy and financial affairs, and Vice-President Xi 
Jinping, before continuing his trip to Tokyo. 

A statement from the White House said Donilon will 
discuss “the current and future state of U.S.-China relations” 
and “cooperation on regional and global challenges of mutual 
concern including nonproliferation, regional security in Asia 
and the Middle East, and global economic growth”. 

Analysts said Iran, Syria, the Democratic People’s 
Republic of Korea and China’s dispute with Japan over the 
Diaoyu Islands are also likely to be discussed. 

Bonnie Glaser, a Chinese security expert at the Center for 
Strategic and International Studies, a Washington-based think 
tank, said it is important for the U.S. and China to sustain 

high-level contact. She said these talks are a good opportunity 
to discuss the bilateral relationship as well as regional and 
global problems. 

“As I recall, Donilon was supposed to visit China last 
year, the trip was announced and then it was canceled,” she 
said. 

“Exchanging views on developments inside North Korea, 
how to forestall another nuclear test or provocations, and how 
to promote progress toward denuclearization are all important 
topics,” Glaser said. 

“After the veto at the UN by Russia and China, there is no 
international consensus on how to manage the Syrian issue, so 
what to do next is also a high priority,” she said. 

Donilon’s visit comes as Syria plunges deeper into 
violence, with rebels pressing ahead in their fight to topple 
Syrian President Bashar al-Assad, The Associated Press 
reported. 

After visiting China Donilon will then travel to Tokyo to 
consult with senior Japanese officials on U.S.-Japan security 
cooperation and other bilateral issues, as well as a range of 
regional and global challenges, according to the White House 
statement. 

“The dispute between China and Japan over the Diaoyu 
Islands will be an unavoidable topic during Donilon’s talks 
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with Chinese leaders, as it is one of the common concerns of 
the two countries on the regional security in Asia,” 
Commentator Guan Yao said in an interview on Shenzhen TV. 

The U.S. should clarify its strategic intention in claiming 
that the Diaoyu Islands are covered by the U.S. security treaty 
with Japan, Guan said. 

Guan, however, noted that Donilon’s visit will emphasize 
“seeking cooperation between the two countries” on the issues 
about which they are both concerned, rather than simply 
discussing U.S. concerns. 

“The broad range of topics that the two sides are expected 
to discuss shows the width and depth of Sino-U.S. relations 
and proves that the Sino-U.S. relationship is the most 
important bilateral relationship in the world,” said Guan. 

Donilon has been U.S. President Barack Obama’s 
national security adviser since October 2010. He visited China 
in September 2010 when bilateral relations hit a record low 
over issues including U.S. arms sale to Taiwan, military drills 
on the Yellow Sea and claims of national interests on the 
South China Sea. 
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17. China Sends Troops To Disputed Islands 
(NEW YORK TIMES 24 JUL 12) ... Jane Perlez 

The announcement came as Chinese authorities told state 
media that 45 legislators elected over the weekend to govern 
the 1,100 people who live on the island groups of the Spratlys, 
the Paracels and the Macclesfield Bank — known in Chinese 
as the Xisha, Zhongsha and Nansha islands — met for the first 
time on Monday. 

The new legislators would not only govern the island 
groups, many of them consisting of rocks and atolls, but also 
two million square kilometers of the South China Sea over 
which China claims jurisdiction, according to state media. 

The two moves appeared designed to reinforce China’s 
claims over the South China Sea a week after a meeting of 
foreign ministers of the Association of South East Asian 
Nations in Phnom Penh, Cambodia, at which China, according 
to diplomats at the meeting, used its influence to stop even a 
rudimentary communiqué on the South China Sea among the 
10 nations. 

The establishment of a legislature for the sparsely 
populated islands, and the dispatch of soldiers, will antagonize 
Vietnam, which claims the same islands. Vietnam and China 
have fought since the 1970s over the three island groups, and 
last month, Vietnam passed a law that claimed sovereignty 
over the Paracels and Spratly Islands. In response, China said 
the islands were the “indisputable” territory of China. 

The Philippines and China have also been involved in a 
dispute for months over Scarborough Shoal, an area off the 
coast of the Philippines claimed by both countries. 

In the case of the Nansha, Xisha and Zhongsha islands, 
China’s State Council approved the establishment of a 
prefectural-level administration known as Sansha City to 
replace a lower county level administration last month. 

The election of the legislators over the weekend and their 
meeting Monday at a first session of a people’s congress 
appeared to be practical steps to show China was serious in its 
drive to have the South China Sea as its domain. 

A mayor, who was formerly led the agriculture 
department of China’s Hainan provincial government, and 
three vice mayors were elected Monday by the 45 deputies to 
run the new Sansha administration, state media reported. 

China Daily, an English-language government-run 
newspaper, described Yongxing Island as a “hidden beauty” 
formed by white coral shells piled on reefs. Government 
buildings lined Beijing Road, along with banks, shops and an 
airport, the newspaper said. 

The speed of China’s actions was not surprising, said Wu 
Xinbo, deputy director of the Center for American Studies at 
Fudan University in Shanghai. “Now the Philippines and 
Vietnam are both advancing their claims so China must also 
respond accordingly with its own plan,” Mr. Wu said. 

The People’s Liberation Army garrison that was 
announced over the weekend would most likely be established 
on Xisha island, Mr. Wu said. “Xisha is closest to China and 
the facilities are relatively good.” 

In a detailed report on the South China Sea in April, the 
International Crisis Group said that China had delayed 
establishing the Sansha city administration to govern the 
Paracels and Spratly, and appeared more intent on using 
tourism as way of asserting sovereignty. 

Three months later, China has moved rapidly to set up the 
more powerful administration in response to Vietnam’s 
legislation claiming sovereignty and “provocations” by the 
Philippines, Mr. Wu said. 
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18. Philippines To Boost Defense, Won't Yield To China 
Philippine leader says he won’t yield in territorial dispute with China, will bolster military 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 23 JUL 12) ... Jim Gomez 

MANILA, Philippines — President Benigno Aquino III 
said Monday that the Philippines won’t back down in a South 
China Sea dispute with China and that his country’s military 
will soon get dozens of new aircraft and ships for maritime 
defense. 

Aquino announced in his annual state of the nation 
address that more than 40 military aircraft — including attack 
helicopters and two newly refurbished C-130 cargo planes — 
and other weapons would be delivered in the next two years to 
bolster Philippine military muscle amid renewed territorial 
tensions in the South China Sea. 

A second former U.S. Coast Guard cutter is to arrive soon 
from the United States, following a refurbished cutter that was 
relaunched by the Philippine navy last year as its largest and 
most modern warship. 

Washington has also provided $30 million to strengthen 
the Philippine military in addition to helping establish a 
national coast watch center to help protect the country’s 
36,000-kilometer (22,370-mile) coastline, Aquino said. 

But he stressed that the Philippines hopes to forge a 
peaceful solution that will be acceptable to China. 
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A standoff erupted in April between Chinese and 
Philippine ships at Scarborough Shoal, which both countries 
claim. The territory is called Huangyan Island in China and 
Bajo de Masinloc in the Philippines. Aquino withdrew his 
country’s ships from the area last month as tensions with 
Beijing escalated, but Chinese government ships have stayed. 

Some Philippine lawmakers have suggested that the 
Aquino administration tone down its rhetoric and quietly 
negotiate a compromise with China. A senator has described 
the lopsided feud as a clash between a mosquito and a dragon. 

“There are those who say that we should let Bajo de 
Masinloc go. We should avoid the trouble,” Aquino said in his 
nationally televised speech before Congress. “But if someone 
entered your yard and told you he owned it, would you agree? 
Would it be right to give away that which is rightfully ours?” 

“I do not think it excessive to ask that our rights be 
respected, just as we respect their rights as a fellow nation in a 
world we need to share,” Aquino said, referring to China. 

Taiwan, Malaysia, Vietnam and Brunei also have 
conflicting claims in the South China Sea. Many fear the 
resource-rich and busy waters could spark Asia’s next major 
armed conflict. 

China, meanwhile, on Monday named the mayor and 
other officials of a new city it established last month under its 
southernmost Hainan province to administer all the disputed 
territories it claims in the South China Sea, the official Xinhua 
News Agency reported. 

Xiao Jie was named mayor of Sansha city, which will 
have a military presence, Xinhua said. 

Vietnam and the Philippines have protested the city’s 
establishment. 

About 6,000 police officers were deployed to secure the 
House of Representatives, where Aquino spoke, and nearby 
roads. Several people were injured when riot police clashed 
with thousands of left-wing and trade union protesters who 
were seeking higher wages, land reform and a halt to alleged 
human rights violations. 
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19. EU Should Step Up Joint Defense Drive, France Says 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 23 JUL 12) 

WARSAW — The European Union should step up its 
drive to forge a joint defense policy for the 27-nation bloc, 
French Defence Minister Jean-Yves Le Drian said on July 23. 

Speaking alongside his Polish counterpart Tomasz 
Siemoniak, Le Drian said a coordinated EU policy was 
“essential and unavoidable,” and driven by budgetary 
concerns and a need to pool military capacity. 

He also underlined the importance of a shift in focus by 
Washington. 

“America’s strategy is turning more and more towards the 
Asia-Pacific region, but the threats still exist,” he said. 

There is major membership overlap between the EU and 
the 28-nation North Atlantic Treaty Organization, where 
Washington is the heavyweight. Twenty-one EU states are in 
both. 

But joint EU defense efforts were long complicated by the 
fact that it also includes neutral, non-NATO nations. 

However, the EU’s reforming Lisbon Treaty, which came 
into force in 2009, set a path towards bloc-wide defense and 
security policies. The treaty still recognizes that Europe’s 
defense remains NATO’s remit. 

Le Drian said joint defense efforts could be accelerated by 
the Weimar Triangle, a political cooperation forum set up in 
1991 by France, Germany and Poland. 

“There’s an existing form of cooperation that could be 
revived, as we are among those countries which are key for 
European defense,” he said, adding that he had also raised the 
idea with his German counterpart. 

The three countries are already working to set up a 
tactical military group by 2013, seen as providing a model for 
wider EU cooperation. 

Poland is seen as a key partner because with 38.2 million 
people, it is the largest of 12 mainly ex-communist nations to 
have joined the EU since 2004. 

It has also become a major player in NATO, which it 
joined in 1999, 10 years after breaking free from the 
crumbling Soviet bloc. 

Le Drian is due in London on July 24 to discuss Franco-
British military cooperation. 

French Foreign Minister Laurent Fabius, meanwhile, is 
set to visit Poland on July 26 and is also scheduled to discuss 
security issues. 
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PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
20. President Obama Announces Job Training Services For Veterans 
(LAS VEGAS REVIEW-JOURNAL 24 JUL 12) ... Laura Myers 

RENO -- Seeking the veterans' vote in hard economic 
times, President Barack Obama on Monday announced an 
overhaul of job training and transition services for the men 
and women returning from war, saying it's still too tough to 
find jobs despite the skills they learned in the military. 

"We're going to set up a kind of reverse boot camp," 
Obama said, addressing the annual convention of Veterans of 
Foreign Wars. He said it would provide more job training, 
education and advice for starting new businesses with the goal 
of boosting veterans' "career readiness." 

"Our American veterans have the skills America needs," 
Obama said to mostly polite applause from several thousand 
veterans at the Reno-Sparks Convention Center. "So today, 
our economy is growing and creating jobs, but it's still too 
hard for too many folks to find work, especially our younger 
veterans, our veterans from Iraq and Afghanistan." 

The jobless rate for Iraq and Afghanistan veterans fell in 
June to 9.5 percent, down from 12.7 percent the previous 
month and from 13.3 percent in June 2011. Among veterans 
coming home, the jobless rate has been seesawing up and 
down. For veterans of all generations, the June jobless rate 
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was 7.4 percent, a slight improvement over the 7.8 percent rate 
for May. 

Obama's recent stepped-up focus on helping veterans find 
jobs comes as the economy remains stalled with the 
unemployment rate at 8.2 percent nationwide, threatening his 
re-election in November. In Nevada, the jobless rate is the 
highest in the nation at 11.6 percent. 

The president's Republican challenger, Mitt Romney, 
argues that he's more qualified as a former businessman to 
lead the country back to economic health. Romney is 
scheduled to address the VFW on Tuesday before he heads 
overseas to London for the Olympics, and then to Israel and 
Poland. The former Massachusetts governor's foreign trip is 
aimed at raising his profile as a potential statesman, much as 
Obama did in the summer of 2008 when he traveled overseas. 

Obama did not mention Romney's name once during his 
32-minute VFW speech. But he made the case for his re-
election to veterans who mostly voted for his GOP opponent 
four years ago, U.S. Sen. John McCain, a Vietnam veteran and 
former prisoner of war. The president said he had fulfilled his 
military promises from four years ago and he has not let down 
the nation's veterans. 

The president noted he ended the war in Iraq, he'll end 
U.S. military involvement in Afghanistan by 2014, and that 
the U.S. military killed al-Qaida leader Osama bin Laden on 
his watch. 

"You don't just have my words, you have my deeds," 
Obama said. "You have my track record. You have the 
promises I've made and the promises that I've kept." 

Although Obama can point to overseas military successes, 
back home veterans are suffering as they return to no work, 
underwater house mortgages and everyday struggles. 

On Monday, Obama told the VFW he signed into law a 
veterans "skills to jobs" act to require federal agencies to look 
at relevant military training when approving applicants for 
federal licenses and certificates. That should give veterans 
another job boost, he said. 

"We've got to put those folks back to work," the president 
said, winning warmer applause when he said he had a message 
for private business: "If you want somebody who gets the job 
done, then hire a vet." As commander-in-chief, Obama told 
the veterans "I've got your back." 

"We have a solemn obligation to all who serve - not just 
for the years you're in uniform, but for all the decades that 
follow," Obama said, standing in front of a U.S. flag 
backdrop. 

In his speech, Obama also issued a warning to Congress 
to agree on a balanced budget deal to avoid $500 billion in 
automatic cuts to the defense department over 10 years. 

"Let's stop playing politics with our military," Obama 
said. "Let's get serious and reduce our deficit and keep our 
military strong." 

"I will stand with our troops every single time," Obama 
added, saying he would not allow any automatic budget cuts to 
affect the veterans' health care system, which he said must get 
better. 

As an example, Obama decried the high suicide rate 
among veterans, 18 every day. He called it a tragedy. "It's 
heartbreaking. It should not be happening in the United States 
of America." 

Obama also said he would not privatize the VA to save 
money. 

"As long as I'm president, I will not allow the VA health 
system to be turned into a voucher system," he said, taking 
aim at his unnamed opponent Romney. 

Romney has been criticized for suggesting the Veterans 
Affairs Department privatize its health care system to save 
costs. The VFW has opposed such an idea. 

The Romney campaign said Obama, too, once sought to 
change the VA system. 

In 2009, Obama drew criticism for suggesting the VA bill 
private insurance companies for the treatment of injuries and 
medical conditions related to military service. Aimed at saving 
$530 million, it would have covered amputations, post-
traumatic stress disorder and other battle wounds. The VA 
already pursues such third-party billing for conditions not 
service-related. 

Romney has said he would not cut the Pentagon budget 
and would protect veterans. 

"Mitt Romney is only interested in providing veterans 
with the world-class care they deserve and reversing the 
crippling defense cuts and failed policies of the Obama 
administration," said Mason Harrison, Nevada spokesman for 
the campaign. "The Obama campaign's dishonest attacks are 
ridiculous given that the Obama administration has already 
proposed a plan to privatize veterans' benefits that was widely 
criticized by veterans' advocacy groups." 

Harrison added that under Obama's watch "the backlog of 
veterans' benefits claims has more than doubled to nearly a 
million, his budget will cut $12.9 billion from military health 
care, and returning veterans are facing unacceptably high 
unemployment." 

Veterans could sway the 2012 election as America's 
military men and women choose between two men who have 
never served in the armed forces for the first time since 1944. 

At least 300,000 veterans live in Nevada, or more than 10 
percent of the population, a key voting bloc in a swing state. 
Nationwide, veterans account for 7 percent of the population, 
or about 22 million people. Of those, about 2.4 million 
veterans have served in Iraq or Afghanistan. 

The VFW, founded in 1899, is the nation's oldest and 
largest veteran's organization with 1.45 million members and 
more than 7,300 posts nationwide. 
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21. Sailor From St. Louis Who Died In Crash Remembered As 'Gentle Bear' 
(ST. LOUIS POST-DISPATCH 24 JUL 12) 

A Sailor killed in a helicopter crash in Oman last week 
was a 1990 Lindbergh High school graduate and decorated 
helicopter pilot, described by his family as a "gentle bear." 

Sean P. Sullivan, 40, died Thursday when a Navy 
helicopter crashed during a "heavy lift operation" 58 miles 

southwest of the capital, Muscat, according to the Department 
of Defense. 

The department said Sullivan was a senior chief aviation 
warfare systems operator. His family said he was a chief petty 
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officer who entered the Navy in 1991, after he graduated from 
high school. 

Sullivan was born in Guam and was a fourth-generation 
Sailor who spent his years in the Navy stationed around the 
world, with stints in Japan and Italy. He served in Operation 
Desert Storm, Desert Shield and Operation Iraqi Freedom. 

He earned multiple awards and medals from the Navy and 
Marine Corps, and was named the Naval Helicopter 
Association's crewman of the year for his region in 2006. 

He was stationed in Norfolk, Va., his family said. 
"Sean was our hero," his father, Tim, wrote in an emailed 

statement. "His love for his country was surpassed only by his 
love for his family. He was known as 'Sully' to his friends and 
was as Irish as the Blarney Stone. He was a gentle bear whose 
hugs were legendary and frequent. Sean possessed a quiet 

strength and was kind and generous, with a wicked sense of 
humor." 

His father said Sullivan is survived by "his loving wife 
and soul mate, Amy, and a large family and countless friends 
that adored him." No funeral service details were available 
Monday. 

According to the Department of Defense, Sullivan was 
one of seven crew members aboard the flight. Another person 
— Naval Aircrewman Joseph P. Fitzmorris, 31, of West 
Monroe, La. — died in the crash. The remaining crew 
members are being treated for their injuries, according to an 
Omani official who spoke on condition of anonymity. 

No hostile activity was suspected. An investigation is 
under way, a Navy spokesman said. 
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22. U.S. 4th Fleet Celebrates Fourth Anniversary In Mayport 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 23 JUL 12) ... U.S. 4th Fleet Public Affairs 

MAYPORT, Fla. -- Commander, U.S. Naval Forces 
Southern Command and U.S. 4th Fleet 
(COMUSNAVSO/C4F) celebrated the command's fourth 
birthday with a family-style barbecue at Stark Park on Naval 
Station Mayport, Fla., July 20. 

The entire staff and their families were invited to the 
birthday event organized by the command's Morale, Welfare 
and Recreation committee. Rear Adm. Sinclair Harris, 
commander, COMUSNAVSO/C4F announced the winners of 
the weeklong sporting competition, a command T-shirt design 
contest and awarded two trophies to the command basketball 
team for winning the Naval Station Mayport competition 
before cutting the official birthday cake. 

"I think everyone enjoyed themselves today and it was 
nice to take a pause and recognize how far we have come in 
four years as a fleet command," said Command Master Chief 
Mauricio Rueda. 

The combined command was officially reestablished July 
18, 2008 by then-Chief of Naval Operations (CNO) Adm. 
Gary Roughead and is responsible for U.S. Navy ships, 
aircraft and submarines operating in the Caribbean, and 

Atlantic and Pacific Oceans around Central and South 
America. 

"The reestablishment of the Fourth Fleet in 2008 was a 
clear indication of the immense importance of maritime 
security in the southern part of the Western Hemisphere, and 
sends a strong signal of partnership to the civil and military 
maritime services in Central and Latin America," said Harris. 

U.S. 4th Fleet was originally established in 1943 as one of 
the original numbered fleets, and was given a specific mission. 
During World War II, the U.S. needed a command in charge 
of protecting against raiders, blockade runners and enemy 
submarines in the South Atlantic. U.S. 4th Fleet was 
disestablished in 1950 when U.S. 2nd Fleet took over its 
responsibilities. 

COMUSNAVSO/C4F supports USSOUTHCOM joint 
and combined full-spectrum military operations by providing a 
principally sea-based, forward presence to ensure freedom of 
maneuver in the maritime domain, to foster and sustain 
cooperative relationships with international partners and to 
fully exploit the sea as maneuver space in order to enhance 
regional security and promote peace, stability, and prosperity 
in the Caribbean, Central and South American regions. 
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23. Tricare Prime Fees For Retirees To Increase In October 
(STARS AND STRIPES 24 JUL 12) 

SASEBO NAVAL BASE, Japan — Annual enrollment 
fees for Tricare Prime will rise for military retirees and their 
families later this year, Tricare Management Activity officials 
announced this month. 

The new fees go into effect Oct. 1, the first day of fiscal 
2013, a Tricare news release said. Individual retirees will now 
be charged $269.28 for a year of coverage and families will be 
charged $538.56, up from $260 and $520 for those who joined 
the program since the beginning of the 2012 fiscal year, and 
$230 and $460 for those who joined prior. 

The new fees are based on the cost-of-living adjustment 
retirees received in 2012, the release said. 

Enrollees can pay their fees monthly, quarterly or 
annually. However, Tricare cautioned that, in most cases, 
enrollment fees are non-refundable, and Congress could 
change the fees in the 2013 budget, so annual payments are 
discouraged. 

Active-duty servicemembers and their families have 
access to the program at no cost, the release said. Survivors of 
deceased active-duty sponsors, as well as medically retired 
servicemembers and their dependents, are exempt from fee 
increases. 

More information is available on the Tricare website. 
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FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
24. Panetta Quest For Pentagon Audit Risked By Billions In Overruns 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 23 JUL 12) ... Tony Capaccio 

Defense Secretary Leon Panetta’s order that the Pentagon 
get its finances ready for an outside audit by 2014 is 
jeopardized by billions of dollars in overruns and years of 
delay for new software systems needed to do the job, 
according to an inspector general's report. 

Total costs for six key “enterprise-resource planning” 
systems that pull together information across functions have 
more than doubled to $15.2 billion from $7.2 billion, the 
watchdog office said in a July 13 audit. That includes all 
expenses to develop, procure and operate the systems during 
20 years or more. 

Panetta’s goal is to win an outside auditor’s blessing for 
the Pentagon’s accounting. While the department’s current 
bookkeeping systems tell officials where taxpayers funds are 
spent, they can’t produce the documentation, details and 
controls necessary for a “clean” or “unqualified” audit. 

The Department of Defense and Department of Homeland 
Security are the only major federal agencies that have never 
achieved such a clean audit opinion, according to the 
Government Accountability Office. 

“This is inexcusable and must change,” Panetta told the 
House Armed Services Committee in October. 

The Pentagon “plans to spend more than $15 billion to 
develop and implement” the planning systems, according to 
the inspector general’s report signed by Principal Assistant 
For Auditing Amy Frontz. 

“Schedule delays and cost increases have resulted in DoD 
continuing to use outdated systems and diminish the estimated 
savings associated with transforming business operations,” she 
wrote. The delays increase the risk of not meeting Panetta’s 
goals, according to Frontz. 

The audit is troubling because it shows that “while many 
in the Pentagon are expressing alarm about sequestration cuts, 
they are at the same time paying tens of billions of dollars in 
cost overruns for off-the-shelf, commercially available” 
information-technology systems, said Senator Tom Coburn, an 
Oklahoma Republican who serves on a Senate financial 
management subcommittee that’s been critical of the 
Pentagon’s continuing audit problems. 

The Army’s Logistics Modernization Program won’t be 
deployed until September 2016, more than 12 years late, 
according to the inspector general. Its total costs increased the 
most of the six systems, to $3.9 billion from $420.9 million, 
according to the inspector general. 

The tool is intended to be the Army’s single integrated 
logistics system capable of managing supply, demand, asset 
availability, distribution, data retention and financial control. 
It would replace two older systems and be used by 21,000 
personnel. The Army spent $1 billion on the program through 
2009, according to the GAO, the investigative arm of 
Congress. 

Army personnel told the inspector general’s auditors the 
cost increases and delays “occurred as a result of unanticipated 
complexities associated with implementing a commercial, off-
the-shelf solution of this magnitude.” 

The project is being developed by Computer Sciences 
Corp., which received its first contract for it in December 
1999. Computer Sciences “delivers the services in accordance 
with government-directed requirements,” Heather Williams, a 
spokeswoman for the Falls Church, Virginia-based company 
said in an e-mailed statement. 

The inspector general’s report underscores the difficulty 
of meeting Panetta’s directive. It echoes many of the GAO’s 
findings that cited cost increases in some of the same systems, 
said Asif Khan, that agency’s top examiner of military 
enterprise-resource planning software systems. 

The systems under review “are intended to perform 
business-related tasks such as general ledger accounting and 
supply-chain management,” Bridget Serchak, a spokeswoman 
for the inspector general’s office, said in an e-mailed 
statement. 

“Modernizing DoD’s business systems is a critical part of 
transforming the department’s business operations, addressing 
high-risk areas, and providing more-accurate and reliable 
financial information to Congress on DoD’s operations,” she 
said. 

Mark Easton, the Pentagon’s deputy chief financial 
officer, said in an e-mailed statement, “We can no longer 
afford the schedule delays and cost growth, but we can only 
influence the future, not the past.” Enterprise-resource 
planning systems aren’t the only tools for achieving audit 
readiness, he said. 

“Many were convinced the ERPs were a ‘silver bullet,’” 
Easton said in an e-mailed statement. “Now we understand 
that is not the case.” 

The Pentagon plans to spend about $40 million through 
2017 on increased training in financial management for 
managers of weapons programs. Some of the funds will go to 
contracts with accounting firms such as Ernst & Young LLP, 
Kearney & Co. and PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP, according 
to Pentagon data. 

Panetta’s determination to produce a clean audit, starting 
with a document called a statement of budgetary resources, 
has been key to energizing the bureaucracy, Comptroller 
Robert Hale said in a March interview. 

“When the boss says ‘do it’ you just get a lot more people 
saying ‘OK,’ and it goes to the top of their list,” Hale said. 

Asked how to maintain that interest when Panetta leaves 
the department, Hale said, “That’s a serious problem. We need 
to build up as much momentum while he is here and we have 
attention.” 
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25. Defense Industry’s Worst-Case Scenario: Congress Punts Budget Decisions to ‘14 
(NATIONAL DEFENSE 23 JUL 12) ... Sandra I. Erwin 

As the August congressional recess looms, the future is 
looking cloudier for defense industry. 

The draconian budget cuts that federal agencies would 
have to make in January have been described by defense 
officials and industry groups as “catastrophic.” But an even 
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more distressing scenario is now being contemplated — one 
that corporate executives dread even more than budget cuts: 
Another short-term deal that postpones tough decisions until 
next year. 

Some “unnerving” chatter is circulating in industry circles 
about Congress possibly “striking and replacing” the budget 
sequester, and putting off a long-term deal until 2014, says 
Jeremy W. Devaney, senior defense analyst at BB&T Capital 
Markets. 

The Budget Control Act of 2011, which Congress passed 
as a condition to allow an increase in the nation’s debt ceiling, 
requires federal spending cuts of $1.2 trillion over 10 years, 
equally split between Defense and civilian agencies. The 
sequester mechanism that the law mandates would chop $53 
billion from the Pentagon’s fiscal year 2013 budget. 

The speculation in recent months has been that Congress 
will wait until the lame duck session after the November 
election to hammer out a deficit-reduction deal that would 
avert the sequester by agreeing to a comprehensive package of 
spending cuts and tax hikes. 

But with both sides digging in their heels — House 
Republicans wanting to protect defense spending without 
offsetting it with new revenues, and Senate Democrats 
drawing a hard line on any cuts to social programs — there is 
growing concern that a lame-duck deal will only be a stopgap. 

Congress kicking the can down the road might be a worse 
outcome for defense industry in the long run than a $53 cut to 
the Pentagon’s budget, Devaney says. “Sequestration will be 
bad, but at least you rip the band-aid off.” It could be painful 
for a couple of years, but at least companies would have a 
clearer picture of what’s ahead, he adds. “Once you rip the 
band-aid off, you can start making business decisions,” says 
Devaney. Any short-term deal that keeps the uncertainty going 
for another year would be bad for the private sector, he says. 
“Can you imagine the business environment that we’ve seen in 
the past 18 months persisting for another 18 months? … Can 
you imagine this budget indecision extending into September 
of next year?” Devaney asks. “That would not be positive for 
business in any way shape or form.” 

During a House Armed Services Committee hearing last 
week, defense industry executives made a last-ditch effort to 
remind lawmakers of the economic consequences of 
sequestration. But also mindful that lobbying efforts to have 
Congress reverse sequestration so far have been futile, the 
executives also pleaded for the administration to lay out 
contingency plans on how the sequester cuts would be applied. 

“With no visibility, people don’t know where to position 
their business,” says Devaney. 

Until the fiscal stalemate is resolved, there will be little 
room for discourse on national security strategy and long-term 
funding needs, Devaney says. “We have to figure out how to 
deal with the fiscal issues so we can go back to address 
national security priorities.” 

Defense firms have seen investments come to a standstill 
because of the political paralysis in Washington. The top firms 
are sitting on cash reserves and have been cutting costs, but 
investors are becoming nervous about the long-term outlook, 
cautions a recent report by Deloitte LLP, a consulting firm. 

“Defense is shrinking overall,” says the report. “Industry 
financial performance generally fell in 2011.” Defense 
companies remain “challenged to maintain revenue, let alone 

grow, based on the BTB ratios,” says Deloitte. The book to 
bill (BTB) ratio is an indicator of future revenue growth. 

Devaney says the industry's relatively healthy profits so 
far have defied the trends. Analysts’ consensus estimates 
forecast falling profit margins in 2012, and a recovery for 
2013. 

“This doesn’t make sense in a declining market,” says 
Devaney. He attributes the optimistic projections to 
management continuing to make a case that they can keep 
taking costs out of their business. That well is likely to soon 
dry up, however, he says. “We’ve been taking cost out of the 
system for two to three years now.” 

The top five Defense Department contractors in aggregate 
are operating near peak margin, which is currently about 10.4 
percent, says Devaney. “When you’re at peak margin, there’s 
not a heck of a lot of room to go up.” 

Consensus forward estimates project a 20 basis point 
decline in 2012 to 10.2 percent, and a 30 basis point expansion 
in 2013 to 10.5 percent, which is above peak margins. The 
assumption that companies can continue to squeeze expenses 
from their operations is weak at best, he says. “After about 
two years of taking out costs you reach a point where you are 
cutting into the bone.” The belief that margins can continue to 
go up in a down environment is not grounded in reality, 
Devaney says. 

Following the post-Cold War military spending downturn, 
many companies cashed out of the market in a wave of 
mergers and acquisitions. That option is not available now 
because of the political stalemate. 

Companies across the U.S. economy are not only hesitant 
to buy other firms but also are reluctant to invest in research 
and new technology until the political fog clears. 

The tone was set last week by Honeywell CEO David 
Cote, who joined a group of former lawmakers and industry 
leaders to pressure Congress to commit to a bipartisan debt-
reduction plan. The “Fix the Debt” campaign was started by 
Erskine Bowles and Alan Simpson, who co-chaired President 
Obama's debt reduction commission in 2010. 

Cote made it clear that “all investments are on hold” until 
Washington tackles the deficit in a comprehensive way, says 
Devaney. 

If and when a budget deal is reached, there is the 
possibility of more defense cuts, beyond those already 
proposed by the Obama administration. Without sequestration, 
Pentagon spending is projected to remain flat over the next 
decade. A flat top line still puts pressure on the military to 
downsize as the rapid rise in Pentagon spending of the past 
decade can no longer be sustained. 

Although more Pentagon cuts are not desirable to defense 
companies, Devaney says, “At least you know what channels 
to swim in at that point.” 

Private conversations with industry executives reveal 
rising frustration about the tenor of the defense budget debate 
— dominated by shrill partisanship and lacking in intelligent 
discussion about how to tame the federal deficit. Several 
industry sources who spoke to National Defense on the 
condition of anonymity say that congressional defense hawks 
should not cave unless the progressive camp yields on social 
spending. But other industry officials blame pro-defense GOP 
lawmakers and administration leaders for unnecessarily 
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turning the sequestration debate into a fear-mongering 
spectacle. 

Laura Peterson, national security analyst at Taxpayers for 
Common Sense, a watchdog group, says even the Pentagon 
has proposed reasonable spending cuts that Congress has 
shunned, such as closing Abrams tank factories in Michigan, 
Pennsylvania and Ohio. HASC blocked modest reforms to the 
TRICARE military health system that would save billions, 
Peterson says. “It prevented the retirement of C-27J cargo 
aircraft; stuffed in money for Navy cruisers and ballistic 
missile submarines the Pentagon wants to defer; and nixed 
additional rounds of the Base Closure and Realignment 
Commission.” 

Near the end of last week’s HASC hearing, Ranking 
Minority Member Rep. Adam Smith, D-Wash., lashed out at 
the industry witnesses for implying that only Congress is 
responsible for the current gridlock and indecision. 

“That is exactly what public policy has come down to in 
this country. Everybody protects their own piece,” Smith says. 
“Everybody who comes back here is concerned about what 
happens to Medicare and Social Security, or they're concerned 
about this tax going up, or they're concerned about defense 
being cut, or they're concerned about something else … So 
what happens is we divide and destroy, and every little piece 
of our country protects themselves and makes no argument 
whatsoever beyond that because that's easy.” 
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26. From Nuisance To Necessity 
Report: Offsets Market Will Pass $50B a Year by 2016 
(DEFENSE NEWS 22 JUL 12) ... Zachary Fryer-Biggs 

Not long ago, defense offsets — contractually obligated 
investments by companies in exchange for procurement deals 
with foreign countries — were more the concern of national 
pride than big business. A country, wishing to rub elbows with 
the big boys at the Farnborough or Paris air shows, might 
include a clause in a contract so it could gain the building 
blocks to develop its own program. And companies largely 
viewed these obligations as more of a nuisance than a critical 
component of business. 

But with the shift in the prominence of the international 
market in response to stagnant U.S. and European spending, 
offsets are becoming not only more significant, but also more 
valuable. 

A recent report by Avascent, a strategy consulting firm in 
Washington, projected that annual global offset obligations 
will pass $50 billion by 2016, up from $35 billion in 2011. 
That 42.8 percent spike over five years is getting the attention 
of senior executives. 

“Within a few minutes of any conversation with a 
company, the topic of offsets would come up,” said Jon 
Barney, a partner at Avascent and one of the authors of the 
report. “Companies are out there saying they’re going to grow 
internationally. If they don’t figure out this piece, they’re 
going to be really challenged.” 

Offset obligations can include a variety of types of 
investment, from technology transfers to skilled workforce 
training to infrastructure projects not immediately related to 
defense. While the obligations can affect balance sheets, 
international business is still sufficiently lucrative to inspire 
companies to wade through the offset waters. Profit margins 
on international commercial deals tend to be higher, increasing 
companies’ willingness to confront offset complications, said 
Philip Finnegan, an analyst at the Teal Group, Fairfax, Va. 

“It does affect profitability, but generally speaking there 
is some room for that,” he said. “Exports tend to be more 
profitable than domestic sales, but clearly there is a cost. 
That’s where the potential for growth is, and it is still more 
profitable than domestic sales.” 

While international commercial deals can be more 
lucrative and therefore justify a hit to a margin from offsets, 
most U.S. company deals don’t have the same profit equation. 
The vast majority of U.S. deals involving offsets are foreign 
military sales, in which a company can have its offset 

expenses reimbursed by the U.S. government, which in turn 
factors the offset costs into the price tag. 

But while the companies are protected from the 
immediate cost of the offsets, they are required to absorb the 
expense of any failure to execute the offset obligation in the 
form of penalties or costs to correct the mistakes. That 
responsibility can be problematic because companies 
frequently don’t know what their offset responsibilities are, 
Barney said. 

“Often companies don’t even know the size of their 
obligations,” he said. “They certainly don’t know who the 
other partners are, who they could work with in certain 
countries who also have obligations. So the challenge has been 
lack of visibility of data.” 

Also shifting the landscape is the changing demands of 
the customer, Barney said. “Companies are facing these larger 
obligations, and at the same time, the countries that they’re 
investing in are becoming more sophisticated about 
investment.” 

Instead of pride projects with little economic value, 
countries are increasingly looking at investment that can spur 
domestic growth or provide services for citizens. 

“Governments are becoming much more focused on what 
they want from their offset programs and are being much more 
strategic in their thinking,” said Grant Rogan, founder and 
chief executive of London-based Blenheim Capital, an offsets 
services provider. “There is now a focus on using offset 
programs as a development planning, financial and economic 
tool. That’s something that hasn’t been used in the past, and 
sometimes there are disconnects between the buyer and seller 
in terms of meeting expectations.” 

In particular, experts point to the United Arab Emirates as 
an example of a customer developing offset funds prudently. 

“When you think about the UAE, they’ve built up a fair 
amount based on their offset industry, and they’re in a position 
to do it because they’ve made some very large acquisitions,” 
Finnegan said. 

The market leverage countries now have with the 
increased prominence of international sales is pushing 
companies to accept larger and more demanding offset 
requirements. 
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And recognizing that offset offerings can mean the 
difference in a competition, companies are looking at their 
offset packages as a potential competitive tool. 

“Being more effective on the offset piece will be a 
differentiator in these markets,” Barney said. “If you’re 
thinking of making international a big part of your overall 
strategy, getting the offset piece right is going to be critical.” 

The concern that lingers with offsets, in particular 
agreements that involve developing a defense manufacturing 
capacity, is that companies will be helping the development of 
future competitors. 

But thus far, offset funds have not yielded that type of 
problem, said Byron Callan, an analyst with Capital Alpha 
Partners in Washington. 

“It’s been going on since the ‘60s and even before that; 
it’s not new,” he said. “Where I’d worry and where I’d get 
concerned is where these countries are spawning enterprises 
that will compete with the U.S. companies. I can’t think of an 
instance where that’s happened.” 

Whether the increased investment now included in 
contracts will create competitors isn’t clear, but the underlying 
facts of the offset obligation are obvious. 

“It’s sizable, and it’s going up,” Barney said. 
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BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
27. Messlords Visit Enterprise 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 23 JUL 12) ... Enterprise Carrier Strike Group Public Affairs 

USS ENTERPRISE, At Sea -- Aircraft carrier USS 
Enterprise (CVN 65) played host to the "Messlords," a group 
of popular restaurant owners, July 18-20, giving the chefs an 
opportunity to tour the legendary ship, and to meet with and 
cook alongside the crew. 

Sponsored by Navy Entertainment, the group of business-
owning chefs have traveled to multiple forward-deployed 
military installations, have been featured on the Food Network 
and are renowned for their culinary skills. Their visit to the 
Big E, however, presented the chefs with a thrill different 
from that associated with being on television. 

What the "Messlords" were most looking forward to 
about their time aboard Enterprise was a chance to practice 
their craft aboard the United States' first nuclear-powered 
aircraft carrier and the opportunity to work with the culinary 
specialists (CSs) stationed aboard. 

"I look forward to cooking my hamburgers for everyone, 
that's what we're here for," said Michael "Hodad" Hardin, 
owner of Hodad's burger restaurants in San Diego. "We get a 
lot of perks and are treated like rock stars, but the main reason 
we're here is to meet service members and show off a little bit 
of our food. We're here for them." 

Hodad's was opened in 1962 by Hardin's parents. The 
restaurant and its food have been featured on CNN and the 
Food Network. Hodad's burgers have also been featured in 
"Gourmet Magazine." 

Joining Hardin on the Navy Entertainment-sponsored 
embark were Sarah Simington, owner of Blue Moon Cafe in 
Baltimore, Pete "Panini Pete" Blohme, owner of Panini Pete's 
Cafe and Bakeshoppe in Mobile and Fairhope, Ala., and 
Jeffrey "Stretch" Rumanerh, owner of Grinders Pizza in 
Kansas City, Kan. 

Simington and her mother opened The Blue Moon Café in 
the Fells Point area of Baltimore in 1996. Her work combines 
her love of people and food, a combination she brought with 
her to the Enterprise. 

"This is the first ship we've been on," said Simington, 
"and it's been absolutely fantastic. Working with, and getting 
to know the people here has been amazing." 

Blohme, or "Panini Pete," has been cooking since age 14, 
and opened Panini Pete's Cafe and Bakeshoppe in February 
2006. His restaurants have been featured on the Food Network 
shows "Diners, Drive-Ins and Dives" and "Guy's Big Bite." 

Stretch, owner of Grinders Pizza and Grinders West, has 
been featured on the Discovery Channel television show 
"Monster House" and has also worked with ABC's "Extreme 
Makeover: Home Edition." 

During their time aboard Enterprise, the "Messlords" were 
able to take in the operational aspects of the ship, including 
flight operations and a replenishment at sea with Military 
Sealift Command fast combat support ship USNS Supply (T-
AOE 6). 

The "Messlords" also visited the carrier's weapons 
magazine, Medical and Dental spaces, forecastle, ship's store, 
navigation bridge, primary flight control, the museum (the 
Enterprise Room) and the coffee shop, Starboard Joe's. 

Beyond the extensive tour of the legendary aircraft 
carrier, the chefs seemed most eager to participate in regular 
shipboard activities and to give back to the service members 
by cooking their most famous dishes. They accomplished this 
goal with the help of most of the ship's culinary specialists, 
who the chefs spent hours with during the trip. 

"We love it when we get to work service men and 
women," said Hardin. "I was in the forward galley today, and 
everyone in there really welcomed me." 

During the course of their three-day visit, the 
"Messlords," with the help of the Enterprise CSs, cooked 
breakfast, lunch and dinner for the more than 4,600 Sailors 
and Marines aboard the Big E. 

They then went on to host ship-wide Bingo, a further 
indication of the visiting chefs' desire to simply spend time 
with the crew and thank them for their service. 

"What you do is hard work," said Blohme. "You guys that 
work in the galleys, you know it's tough work...well, even 
those that don't work in the galley. I haven't seen anything that 
looked easy on this ship." 

While the entire crew got to enjoy the effort put forth by 
the "Messlords" in the kitchen, much of their visit was spent 
working with the Sailors and Marines who cook for the 
carrier's crew day in and day out. 

"These chefs spent a lot of time just talking shop with the 
junior culinary specialists," said Master Chief Culinary 
Specialist Thaddeus T. Wright, the assistant food service 
officer aboard Enterprise. "The feedback that the young 
Sailors gave was pretty amazing." 
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The "Messlords" received rave reviews for both their 
willingness to spend quality time with the crew as well as, not 
surprisingly, their food. 

"This is one of the best burgers I've had," said Machinist's 
Mate 1st Class James Holman. "It's nice to have a home-
cooked meal to help remind us what is waiting for us 
following deployment." 

The "Messlords" departed Enterprise July 20 to continue 
their Navy Entertainment tour with a stop at Naval Support 
Activity Bahrain. 

Enterprise is currently deployed to the U.S. 5th Fleet area 
of responsibility conducting maritime security operations, 
theater security cooperation efforts and support missions as 
part of Operation Enduring Freedom. 
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28. 15th Annual RoboSub Competition Wraps Up In San Diego 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 23 JUL 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Foster Bamford, Navy Public Affairs Support 
Element West 

SAN DIEGO -- The Office of Naval Research (ONR) in 
conjunction with the Association for Unmanned Vehicle 
Systems International (AUVSI) sponsored the 15th annual 
RoboSub competition hosted at the Navy's Space and Naval 
Warfare Systems (SPAWAR) Transducer Evaluation Center 
in San Diego, July 17-22. 

The competition brought together 28 teams of students 
from 10 countries to compete in an underwater obstacle course 
using autonomous underwater vehicles that the teams 
designed. 

The goal of the competition, according to the AUVSI 
website, was to advance the development of autonomous 
underwater vehicles (AUV) by challenging a new generation 
of engineers to perform realistic missions in an underwater 
environment. The event also served to foster ties between 
young engineers and the organizations developing AUV 
technologies. 

There were teams from the United States, Spain, China, 
India, Turkey, Japan, Sweden, Iceland, Canada and - for the 
first time - a team from the Russian Federation. 

"This year has been a pretty good year, internationally," 
said David Novick, Technical Director for AUVSI. 

The teams gathered at the pool daily to test their vehicles 
before their turn on the obstacle course. 

"The complexity of these submarines is such that, if 99 
percent of it works right, you still have that 1 percent that 
could ruin the whole thing," said Daryl Davidson, executive 
director of AUVSI. 

The students worked for months designing and testing the 
machines before arriving at the competition. 

"It's all autonomous, so the most they can do after they 
put it in the water is cross their fingers," said Novick. "There 
are obstacles that they have to pass over. There's bins where 
they can drop markers into, and then, finally, they have a 

couple of octagons where there are acoustic pingers. They can 
hone in on the pingers and there's an object - this year it's a 
laurel wreath PVC structure - that they have to retrieve and 
take to the surface." 

The competition was the culmination of long hours of 
work for the students. 

"It's always really exciting because, during the school 
year, we work really hard on this. Then, when we come here, 
we get to see a lot of other people who are interested in the 
same things that we are interested in," said Leah Gum, a 
student at the University of Southern California. "So not only 
is there that cool spirit of competition of everyone trying to do 
the best that they can with their vehicle, but also collaboration 
because everyone wants to see this field advance further." 

At this year's event Cornell University came out on top, 
with the University of Florida placing second. Team SONIA, a 
Canadian team from École de Technologie Supérieure took 
third, the Chinese Harbin Engineering University placed 
fourth and, first-time competitors, Far Eastern Federal 
University from the Russian Federation took fifth. A prize of 
$20,000 was split between the winning teams. 

The Department of the Navy's ONR provides the science 
and technology necessary to maintain the Navy and Marine 
Corps' technological advantage. Through its affiliates, ONR is 
a leader in science and technology with engagement in 50 
states, 30 countries and 1,035 institutions of higher learning. 

AUVSI, established in 1972, is an international non-profit 
organization dedicated to promoting and supporting the 
unmanned systems and robotics industry through 
communication, education and leadership. 

The Navy's TRANSDEC pool was built in 1964 and 
simulates a large body of water, free of echoes, which allows 
for optimal research conditions. 

Return to Index 
 

29. NJROTC Cadets Excel At Science, Technology, Engineering And Math Seminar At University Of 
San Diego 

(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 23 JUL 12) ... Michael F. Miller, Naval Service Training Command Public Affairs 
SAN DIEGO -- Navy Junior Reserve Officers Training 

Corps (NJROTC) cadets completed a Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Math (STEM) seminar, also known as STEM 
Camp, at the University of San Diego (USD) July 20. 

More than 150 NJROTC cadets from around the United 
States, Japan and Guam attended the weeklong leadership 
camp to learn more about engineering opportunities and 
enhance their science and technology skills. 

"These are some of the top cadets in the NJROTC 
program and I can say the future is bright not only for them 

but for this country," said Dr. J. D. Smith, NJROTC program 
manager, Naval Service Training Command (NSTC). 

"I have a respect for engineers after seeing and learning 
what they do every day," said Cadet Jinah Burman, a senior 
from Navarre High School in Navarre, Fla. "I didn't know 
much about engineering, but our first class in design really 
opened my eyes." 

During the STEM seminar at USD, the cadets took classes 
from college professors in computer programming and 
participated in team projects, including the building of robots 
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and catapults. The cadets tested and displayed their final 
products in a competition held at the end of the week. 

The USD STEM curriculum is structured to introduce 
thought, implement teamwork and apply decision making. 

"I really enjoyed building the catapult and our team won 
the longest distance competition," said Cadet Berl McLaurin, a 
senior from Lubbock High School in Lubbock, Texas. "The 
professors were great in helping us meet the challenge of 
getting organized and putting the pieces together to have a 
successful product." 

"This week was great and I loved the programming 
classes," said Cadet Delaney Besser, a senior from Apollo 
High School in Glendale, Ariz. "I was never really good with 
computers until STEM here at USD." 

Dr. Rick Olson, associate professor, USD Industrial and 
Systems Engineering, put together the curriculum for the week 

and assembled the group of professors and students that would 
teach and assist the cadets. 

"The cadets, again, did a wonderful job and learned a lot 
this week," said Olsen. "One of our top engineering students 
here at USD went through the NJROTC STEM program and 
we need more like her from this week." 

"NJROTC and the STEM program is a win-win for 
everyone involved from the parents and cadets to their 
teachers and the Navy," said Smith. 

NJROTC is a citizenship program that instills service to 
the United States, personal responsibility and a sense of 
accomplishment in students in United States secondary 
educational institutions. The NJROTC program teaches cadets 
self-discipline, self-confidence and leadership skills to help 
meet life's challenges, and helps prepare them for life after 
high school, regardless of what career path they decide to take. 
NSTC oversees more than 580 NJROTC units worldwide. 
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30. Council Committee Endorses Military Presence 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 23 JUL 12) ... Nathan Max 

SAN DIEGO — The San Diego City Council’s Economic 
Development and Strategies Committee passed a draft 
resolution Monday morning to support the region’s military 
presence and endorse efforts to raise awareness about potential 
federal budget cuts. 

The resolution passed with a unanimous 4-0 vote after 
council members Sherri Lightner, Kevin Faulconer, Marti 
Emerald and Lorie Zapf listened to back-to-back presentations 
about the military’s importance to the region, the impending 
threat and a fledgling campaign to promote the city’s interests 
in Washington, D.C. 

Under the terms of the Budget Control Act of 2011, the 
military could face massive cutbacks in January 2013 if 
Congress fails to act. Should that happen, some economists 
have estimated that San Diego could lose more than 30,000 
jobs as a result, and the region could plunge back into a 
recession. 

“This is not about symbolism,” Lightner said. “This is 
about our community coming together to protect one of our 
most important assets, our military.” 

To promote the city’s interests, business leaders have 
banded together to create “Operation San Diego,” a 
partnership aimed at trying to avert a worst-case scenario. 
Operation San Diego, which is privately funded, has hired a 
lobbyist in Washington, D.C., and will launch a public 
awareness campaign. 

Operation San Diego is a joint venture between the San 
Diego Regional Economic Development Corp., the San Diego 
Regional Chamber of Commerce, the San Diego Military 
Advisory Council and Connect. 

“Our business leaders have gotten behind this issue 
because they believe that they can make an impact,” said Sean 
Barr, vice president of the EDC. “Twenty-five percent of our 
region’s employment is essentially tied to this issue, so we can 
inform and influence decisions that are going to be made 
relative to our economic prosperity.” 
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31. Local Residents Dealing With Open-And-Shut Case, Sort Of 
New radio system at sub base fouling up garage door openers 
(NEW LONDON DAY 23 JUL 12) ... Jennifer McDermott 

MONTVILLE -- Sondra Tuchman used to open her 
garage door from halfway down the block. Now she has to get 
out of her car, stand in front of the door and press the remote. 
Sometimes she gives up and just walks through a side door. 

On Thursday, Tuchman and a neighbor in the Hillcrest 
senior retirement community collected the signatures of about 
50 people in their Uncasville neighborhood who said their 
garage doors also weren't working. 

Tuchman said a salesman from Overhead Door Company 
of Norwich, Inc. told her the company had received similar 
complaints from customers in Groton, New London, 
Waterford, Montville and Gales Ferry. The company referred 
questions about the problem to the corporate office, saying 
that its equipment was not defective. 

Rather, a new radio system operating at the Naval 
Submarine Base in Groton may be to blame. Known as 

Enterprise Land Mobile Radio, the communications system is 
being used at most U.S. military installations to connect 
military personnel and civilian first responders over a wide 
area, and it "may interfere with nearby garage door openers in 
the surrounding community," said base spokesman Chris 
Zendan. 

The base began using the system in July 2011. ELMR 
uses radio frequencies between 380 and 399.9 megahertz, 
which have been reserved for the Department of Defense since 
World War II for air and ground communications but have 
been underutilized until now. 

Some radio-controlled garage door openers operate 
legally at very low power on the same frequencies but are not 
licensed to do so. Because they are unlicensed devices, the 
owner/operator has no right to protection from interference. 
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"In response to the increased needs of homeland security, 
the Department of Defense now must make more use of these 
frequencies to deploy new mobile radio systems on and 
around certain military bases," the Federal Communications 
Commission said in a public notice. "Some consumers near 
these bases may experience interference to their garage door 
openers that can reduce operating range or cause the remote 
control to cease functioning." 

Residents in communities near military bases across the 
country, from Eglin Air Force Base in Florida to the Marine 
Corps Base Quantico in Virginia and Naval Station Newport 
in Rhode Island, have reported jammed garage doors. The 
Providence Journal reported in May 2011 that a public 

relations consultant for Warwick's Overhead Door Co. said the 
company ordered replacement parts and will install them for 
free. 

The commander of the Groton submarine base can't 
modify the system because of complaints from local residents 
or offer any compensation to those affected, Zendan said. The 
base has only heard from one other person complaining of a 
possible interference issue - in December 2011, he added. 

Tuchman said she was told by Overhead Door Company 
she would have to pay about $300 to change her system to 
another frequency. A manager at the company told a reporter 
that replacing the equipment is "not our responsibility" 
because "it all has to do with homeland security." 
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32. Japan, U.S. To Hold Joint Talks To Tackle Safety Issues Of Osprey 
(KYODO NEWS 24 JUL 12) 

TOKYO -- Japan and the United States will hold joint 
talks in Tokyo on Thursday to discuss how to ensure safe 
operation of the U.S. Osprey military aircraft, Foreign 
Minister Koichiro Gemba said Tuesday. 

Gemba made the announcement a day after 12 MV-22 
Ospreys were unloaded at the U.S. Marine Corps' Iwakuni Air 
Station in the city of Iwakuni, Yamaguchi Prefecture, amid 
mounting local protests over the safety of the planes in the 
wake of two recent crashes abroad. 

In a rare disclosure of operational details, the press 
relations office of the Iwakuni base announced the engines of 
the aircraft will be started up Tuesday as part of preparations 
for future flights. 

The tilt-rotor aircraft, which is a cross between a plane 
and a helicopter, will be in Iwakuni for test flights in late 
August at the earliest before being eventually deployed to the 
Marines' Futenma Air Station in Ginowan, Okinawa 
Prefecture, to replace aging CH-46 helicopters. 

Japanese officials said Tokyo is expected to urge 
Washington during forthcoming bilateral talks to have the 
Ospreys fly over the sea as much as possible after the aircraft 
is deployed to Futenma, which is situated in a crowded 
residential district. 

The discussions will be held under the framework of the 
Japan-U.S. Joint Committee, which is designed to tackle 
issues regarding the implementation of the bilateral Status of 
Forces Agreement. 

The committee comprises officials from both nations such 
as from the foreign and defense ministries and meets once a 
month. 

Japan initiated the Joint Committee meeting. "Discussions 
will not wrap up after one meeting," Gemba said, indicating 
that the two nations will meet again before the Osprey's 
deployment to Futenma. 

Osprey flights operations are set to go into full swing in 
October, but officials and residents in Yamaguchi and 
Okinawa prefectures remain strongly opposed to the 
deployment. Concerns are also mounting in other locations 
where there will be low-altitude flight training for the aircraft. 

Chief Cabinet Secretary Osamu Fujimura said in a 
separate news conference that Japan will be discussing with 
the United States about "concrete ways to ease local concerns 
over safety." A total of 24 Ospreys are set to be deployed to 
Futenma by 2014. 

Facing local hostility to the Osprey, Tokyo and 
Washington have agreed not to conduct test flights of the 
aircraft until more information about the crashes in Morocco 
in April and Florida in June is provided to Japan. 

Prime Minister Yoshihiko Noda reiterated in a 
parliamentary session that Japan will make its own efforts to 
assess the causes of the crashes, and until the planes' safety is 
cleared up, their trial flights at the Iwakuni base will not be 
conducted. 
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33. Noise, Not Safety, Is Main Osprey Concern In Hawaii 
(STARS AND STRIPES 24 JUL 12) ... Travis J. Tritten 

CAMP FOSTER, Okinawa — As opposition to the 
Osprey aircraft grows in Japan, another deployment is 
sparking public concern on American soil, though not so much 
over the aircraft’s safety record. 

The Marine Corps is poised to move an Osprey squadron 
to Kaneohe Bay, Hawaii, along with new deployments of 
several other types of aircraft. Some residents fear the 
increased flight operations could mean a surge in noise levels 
over homes and schools. 

The Osprey deployments to Hawaii and Japan are part of 
the service’s global rollout of the aircraft, which has caused 
friction in recent weeks. In Hawaii, the Navy has spent two 
years on environmental studies and public outreach for the 

Marine Corps project. It is now set to make a decision early 
next month on how to deploy the aircraft to the base on the 
picturesque bay. 

So far, the effort there has not become entangled in a 
debate over recent crashes and the Osprey’s safety, as is now 
the case in Japan. But the Navy’s studies and public 
engagement have done little to quell noise concerns, even in a 
community that is often strongly pro-military. 

“Some people are concerned about the Osprey and its 
safety record,” said Bill Sager, secretary of the Kaneohe 
Neighborhood Board. “[But] in general, we expect the flight 
paths to be off shore and I don’t think people are that 
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concerned about an Osprey dropping on their house … the 
noise issue is the main issue here.” 

The Ospreys are to be deployed with AH-1 Cobra attack 
helicopters and Huey utility helicopters, which has added to 
anxiety about new air traffic. A separate plan is under way at 
the base to replace the Navy’s older P-3 Orion aircraft with the 
P-8A Poseidon, a large surveillance and reconnaissance jet. 

Sager said the fear is the new air traffic will be rattling 
more windows and causing disruptions at local schools as 
sound waves reverberate off the tall, jagged cliffs surrounding 
Kaneohe Bay. 

“We are kind of holding our breath to see what that 
impact will be,” he said. 

The Navy, which oversees such Marine Corps projects, 
released its final environmental report on the Osprey and 
helicopter deployments last month and the Kaneohe 
neighborhood board’s last two meetings have been dominated 
by discussions on noise, according to Sager. 

The service found that noise will not be a substantial 
environmental problem. It is now in the middle of a 30-day 
waiting period following the release of the final report. It will 
release its final decision on the basing plan at the close of the 
waiting period in early August, according to Marine Corps 
Bases Hawaii public affairs. 

But the Kaneohe board members passed a resolution 
Thursday claiming the Navy has not proved the community 
and an intermediate school near the base will not be disrupted 
by new noise. They urged the military to provide a public 
display of the aircraft to gauge loudness before making any 
decision on the deployment, according to a copy of the 
resolution obtained by Stars and Stripes. 

Rep. Cynthia Thielen, a state lawmaker whose district 
covers Kaneohe Bay, told the Navy earlier this month that 
noise remains the top public concern because the service has 
not taken the issue seriously enough in its environmental 
studies, particularly around local schools. 

“Even though parents and teachers of these students 
understand that protecting our freedom comes at a cost — and 
that personal and community sacrifices need to be made — 
expediency in proceeding with this project does not justify 
ignoring its possible adverse effects on student learning and 
achievement,” according to a list of concerns Thielen 
submitted to the Navy in a July 10 letter. 

First Lt. Diann Olson, spokeswoman for Marine Corps 
Bases Hawaii, said aircraft noise was studied and addressed in 
the Navy’s final environmental report. 

The study, which used computer models, shows that the 
deployment of the Ospreys and helicopters would increase the 
average noise level in Kaneohe Bay by only about one to three 
decibels throughout the day, compared with current 
conditions. A typical suburban neighborhood has an all-day 
average noise level of about 55 decibels, according to Olson. 

“Regardless of the degree of impact associated with noise 
from the proposed [deployment], it is recognized that noise is 
an environmentally controversial issue based on public input 
and involvement,” the Navy report said. 

Meanwhile, the Marine Corps base will try to manage 
aircraft noise problems through complaint lines, public 
liaisons and its weekly newsletter, she said. 

“We keep a record of all noise complaints, provide them 
to the base staff, and respond to noise complaints if contact 
information is provided,” Olson wrote in an email to Stars and 
Stripes. 
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NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
34. DOD Will Unveil Website To Combat Stolen Valor This Week 
(STARS AND STRIPES 23 JUL 12) ... Leo Shane III 

WASHINGTON — The Defense Department will unveil 
a stopgap Stolen Valor website this Wednesday designed to 
help citizens see if someone is lying about military medals. 

President Barack Obama announced the new site as part 
of his speech before the Veterans of Foreign Wars national 
convention in Reno. Nev., on Monday. Pentagon officials 
would not release additional details of the project. 

An administration official said that record keepers from 
each of the military services have been working to compile 
military awards records since the Supreme Court last month 
struck down the federal Stolen Valor Act, arguing that the 
punishments for individuals lying about military medals 
infringed on free speech. 

The website will initially list only the recipients of the 
military’s highest awards for valor – the Medal of Honor and 
service crosses – that were awarded after Sept. 11, 2001. 

The website will not initially list earlier medals, however, 
and Pentagon officials refused to comment on how far into the 

past it would eventually extend. DOD has long maintained 
that a complete accounting of all major medals would be 
impossible to construct because of difficulties including a 
1973 fire at a records center in St. Louis that destroyed 
millions of servicemembers’ files. 

The Defense Department is also trying to compile 
information on Silver Star recipients, but no timetable has 
been given on when that might be completed. Pentagon 
staffers are also researching whether lesser awards and medals 
presented before September 2001 can also be compiled into a 
single database. 

The new online resource is not designed to replace 
congressional efforts to pass a new Stolen Valor Act 
penalizing fakes for claiming military honors. In its June 
ruling, the Supreme Court justices said a narrower ruling – one 
showing specific harm or profit from the fraud – would likely 
withstand a constitutional challenge. 
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35. No More Urban Officers? How An Uneven ROTC May Change Our Military 
Big-city campuses once produced superstars like Colin Powell. Today, those programs are dwindling -- 
which may lead to a whiter, more rural military. 
(THE ATLANTIC 23 JUL 12) ... Colin Daileda 

When cadet Kevin Poon arrives at St. John's University in 
the dark of early morning for physical training, he stands 
among about 80 other cadets in the football field encircled by 
the school's red track, quietly waiting for 6 a.m. and the start 
of warm-up drills. He says hello and nods to some, all of 
whom are dressed like he is in gray "ARMY" t-shirts and 
black shorts. 

About half of the cadets, like Poon, are idly shifting their 
weight and glancing around sleepily before they have to form 
a series of lines and stand at attention. They are commuters. 
The other half talk and laugh amongst themselves, their shouts 
piercing the cool morning air as they while away the minutes. 
They are non-commuters who live, work, and train together on 
campus. 

Poon, a bespectacled Asian American sporting a buzz cut, 
is a senior at St. John's ROTC in Queens, one of only two 
Army ROTC programs in New York City. He has persevered 
through four years, since he was a freshman, but he thinks of 
his fellow cadets more as professional partners than friends. 

"I have a working relationship with my comrades," Poon 
said. "I do what they ask. They do what I ask. No hostility, but 
no intimacy." 

Poon's experience is typical among cadets in the 
Northeast, where ROTC programs are few and far between. 
New York City is home to nearly 600,000 students and 80 
colleges. The city's population of 8 million is equivalent to 
Virginia's, yet the city has only four ROTC programs on 
college campuses, compared with Virginia's 11. 

Many New York schools severed their ties with the 
ROTC during the 1960s, when anti-war protests broke out 
across campuses in the Northeast. When the draft ended, the 
military slipped even further into the background, where it has 
remained ever since. In response, the Armed Forces have 
stopped making much of an effort to recruit in the area. Even 
City University of New York, the third-largest public 
university system in America and the one that commissioned 
General Colin Powell, no longer has an ROTC program. 

With so few programs available, cadets must undergo 
long commutes simply to take part in the program. Poon, for 
instance, lives in Newkirk Plaza, Brooklyn, a 1-hour-and-40-
minute ride to St. John's via public transportation. He wanted 
to be a part of ROTC, and St. John's was the closest school to 
his home that offered it. 

"It's at the bottom of their inbox. They're not necessarily 
prejudiced; they just don't have the time to think about it." 

Therefore, much of his life takes place on the subway. 
Cadets have physical training three times a week and one day 
of military science class, as well as "lab," where they run 
practice drills wherever they can find some open space. This 
means that Poon must make it to campus at least four times a 
week. 

"It's physical training in itself just to get here and back," 
Poon said. Train schedules float through his brain as often as 
checklists of homework he has to finish. For him, ROTC is a 
series of weekly tasks. He appears for classes, eats, shows up 
for physical training, and often sits doing homework in 

D'Angelo Hall, the campus's flagship building, until the early 
hours of the morning. 

When there's simply too much to get done, rather than go 
home, Poon will walk across campus from D'Angelo, pull out 
a sleeping bag and change of clothes from his locker, and set 
up camp by one of the many couches spread throughout the 
main floor. He has few friends at St. John's. Some he met 
through other classes, some through different organizations he 
belongs to, but mostly he hangs out with people back home. 

In contrast, for on-campus cadets at St. John's, life 
revolves much more around ROTC. They roll out of bed in the 
early morning, knowing that in rooms down the hall their 
buddies are doing the same. They go to class together, study 
together, drink together, drill together. ROTC programs are 
meant to be this way to instill a sense of belonging, to bind a 
group of individuals into an "Army of One." In Southern and 
Western regions of the country, they do this well. But for 
Northern city dwellers like Poon -- who make up half of the 
ROTC program at St. John's -- that kind of camaraderie can be 
hard to achieve. 

"Commuters are sort of second class citizens in the ROTC 
program, in the way that you interact with students," said Sean 
Wilkes, a Columbia student-turned ROTC recruiter who 
participated in Army ROTC at Fordham University. "That 
sense of community, that fraternity aspect, is lost." This in 
turn leads to a shortage of urban-bred officers, which, 
combined with a lackluster effort by the military to recruit 
officers in the Northeast, has led to dysfunctional and 
inaccessible city ROTC programs in this region. 

Cheryl Miller, who wrote a report for the American 
Enterprise Institute entitled "Underserved: A Case Study of 
ROTC in New York City," believes that the lack of ROTC 
host-campuses and poor transportation to the few campuses 
that do have programs is one of the main reasons so few 
officers come out of urban environments. 

There is only one campus in the five boroughs -- 
Manhattan College in the Bronx -- that hosts Air Force ROTC. 
If, for example, a student from Queens College wants to 
commission as an Air Force officer upon graduation, he or she 
will have to travel more than three hours round-trip for 
classes. State University of New York Maritime at Throgg's 
Neck in the Bronx hosts the city's only Navy ROTC program. 
Columbia students, who used to have a naval ROTC program 
on campus, now have to travel 75 minutes to participate. 

Not surprisingly, there is some evidence that students are 
most willing to join ROTC when there's no need to travel at 
all. In a poll at Brown University, seven percent of students 
interviewed said they would be interested in ROTC if it were 
on campus, compared with only one percent who said they 
would be willing to commute. 

"My guess is you'd get significantly more people if you 
actually had a program on campus," said Dr. Allen Segal, a 
leader of the national Advocates for ROTC. 

Wilkes, the former Columbia student-turned-recruiter, 
once spent over an hour on the phone with an officer in 
Virginia trying to explain that cadets in New York City don't 
have cars and must rely on public transportation to get where 
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they need to be. He doesn't believe that a host program at 
every campus in New York is feasible, nor does he expect the 
military to provide its own transportation system. But he does 
think the ROTC can do much better than placing four 
programs in five boroughs. 

"Fordham's good for the Bronx, but look at where the 
colleges are," Wilkes said referring to one of the few New 
York City campuses where ROTC is offered. "It's much better 
to put a program in Manhattan, where it's centralized. At a 
minimum, that's what they should have. But what I would like 
to see is an actual, full-blown program in each borough." In 
order for a program to be "full-blown," he explains, it would 
need to include Army, Navy, and Air Force ROTC. 

The solution may lie in satellite programs, a model that 
has worked well in Pennsylvania. The University of 
Pittsburgh's ROTC program serves as a centralized location 
for five other schools, including Duquesne University only 
three miles away. But Duquesne had only 3 to 5 cadets per 
year in ROTC until the university asked for a representative 
on campus five years ago. After that, the program ballooned to 
10 to 12 cadets, and it will have between 17 to 20 this coming 
fall. 

Ted Graske, who heads the Advocates of ROTC chapter 
at Columbia and graduated from the school in 1959, believes 
New York City will eventually have a centralized ROTC 
program, but warns not to expect it anytime soon. "You have 
to kind of wait in line," Graske said. "Columbia is headed in 
the right direction, but somewhat at what we call glacier 
speed." 

In the meantime, says Miller, the disproportionate number 
of ROTC campuses in the South and West has created a 
military that doesn't culturally represent the U.S. This seems 
to undercut the main mission of the ROTC program, which 
has its origins in the Morrill Act of 1862. The government, in 
the throes of the Civil War, was afraid of having a military 
taught and trained solely at specific Armed Forces institutions 
such as West Point or the Naval Academy. The Morrill Act 
established the new land-grant colleges and made military 
science a part of their curricula. The goal was to create a new 
generation of officers who had a civilian perspective -- leading 
to a military from which no region of the country would feel 
alienated. 

Today, the reduced number of ROTC host programs has 
contributed to a sense of distance between Northeast college 
students and their peers in the military. And it may alienate 
some of the best potential officers in the nation, particularly 
diverse candidates from urban areas. 

"By overlooking institutions like CUNY -- among the top 
producers of African-American baccalaureates -- the military 
is not accessing minority officers fully reflective of the 
population," Miller says in her study. "This absence might 
account, in part, for the lack of black officers in the top 
leadership ranks." The Navy's first black admiral, Vice 
Admiral Samuel Gravely Jr., graduated from Columbia. And 

of course, there was Powell, who took part in the City College 
ROTC and, as chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, rose 
higher than any other graduate of the program. 

The military often counters that, for many reasons, setting 
up more ROTC programs in the South and West is 
significantly cheaper than doing so in the Northeast. For 
starters, land in the Northeast is expensive, and the military 
can't afford to put an ROTC program just anywhere. Plus, 
there's simply more interest in ROTC programs in the South 
and the West, which makes the Armed Forces more eager to 
expend resources there. 

Miller agrees that military lifestyle is more prevalent in 
other parts of the country, but she argues that not recruiting or 
promoting ROTC in the urban Northeast only makes that gap 
more pronounced. "It's a self-fulfilling policy," she said. 

The problem, according to Paul Mawn, who heads the 
Advocates for ROTC movement at Harvard University in 
Boston, is that recruiters simply don't care enough about 
getting a diverse range of officers right now. The military was 
recently reduced in size -- just half of one percent of 
Americans are part of the Armed Services, the smallest 
amount since after World War II. Accordingly, the military 
has no shortage of officer applicants. 

"It's at the bottom of their inbox," Mawn said. "They don't 
need more officers now. They can get them from other places. 
They're not necessarily prejudiced; they just don't have the 
time to think about it." 

All of this is why Poon experienced what he calls "culture 
shock" when he arrived at Fort Lewis, Washington, for the 
course in Leadership Assessment and Development taken by 
every ROTC senior. Poon was an Asian-American amidst a 
sea of white people, something the native Brooklynite had 
never experienced. As he stepped off the bus and waited in 
line after line for processing, the makeup of ROTC outside 
one of the most diverse places on Earth began to set in. 

Though Asians were a minority in his ROTC outfit, they 
had always had a visible presence there, making up roughly 
the same ratio they did within the greater New York 
population. But here, 3,000 miles from home, Poon recalls 
rooming with white kids from the rural South who hung out at 
Walmart all night because there simply wasn't much else to do 
once the sun went down. 

After Poon graduated in May, he became a second 
lieutenant in the logistics branch of the Army. He's required to 
serve a minimum of four years active duty followed by four 
more years of being a reserve officer. He can always opt for 
more, but, like many, he's not sure what he'll decide. 

"It's like anything else; if I like my employer, I'll stay," 
Poon said. "If I don't, I'll leave." 

The word "employer" seems telling. After four long years 
of commuting, Poon still feels a sense of detachment from his 
fellow soldiers, and from the institution they represent. For 
him, the ROTC was just a training program for a job -- not the 
band of brothers it is for so many future soldiers. 
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36. Study: War Deaths Cost Families Thousands, But Benefits Help 
(NAVY TIMES 30 JUL 12) ... Karen Jowers 

Combat deaths have a heavy negative effect on the 
earnings of surviving spouses, researchers have found. 

While the obvious and primary impact comes from the 
loss of the service member’s earnings, surviving spouses, on 
average, have lower earnings in the years after their member’s 



 31

death, according to a Rand Corp. study completed to support 
the 11th Quadrennial Review of Military Compensation. In the 
first year after the death, income dropped an average of $4,600 
for spouses of active-duty members and about $7,673 for 
spouses of reserve-component troops. 

The average decrease in total household earnings in the 
first year after a member’s death was about $63,244 for active-
duty families and $58,701 for reserve component families. 

However, those losses are offset by recurring benefits 
from the Defense Department, Veterans Affairs Department 
and Social Security Administration. Together, these make up 
for about two-thirds of the average family’s income losses, 
even before significant lump-sum benefits are factored in, 
Rand researchers found. When the maximum $400,000 payout 
in Servicemembers’ Group Life Insurance and the military’s 
standard $100,000 death gratuity are considered, “it’s enough 
to provide the household with an income stream higher than 
what it would have been” had the member not been injured, 
said Amalia Miller, lead author of the study. 

Researchers amortized those lump-sum benefits over 20 
years in their calculations, assuming families would stretch the 
money that far. 

Rand researchers matched data from military personnel 
records with confidential data from the Social Security 
Administration about household earnings, including spouses’ 

earnings and any part-time job the service member may have 
had. 

“I was surprised to see the negative impact on spousal 
income … over the first four years,” Miller said. “And the 
limited data we have shows it seems to persist in the next 
couple of years.” One explanation, according to researchers, is 
that spouses’ earnings might drop if their mourning limits their 
ability to work or if they face increased demands at home, 
such as child care. However, the military lump-sum benefits 
are robust enough that some spouses also may feel they can 
afford to work less. 

Those lump-sum benefits also push income replacement 
rates for surviving families of combat casualties well above 
that of federal civilian families, Rand found. That difference is 
traced to the maximum $400,000 coverage provided by SGLI 
compared with the Federal Employees Group Life Insurance 
program, which pays the beneficiary’s annual earnings at the 
time of death, plus $2,000. 

“There may be good reason for setting compensation for 
casualties at a level higher than lost income … [as] 
compensation for nonfinancial losses, and to recognize 
sacrifices these households are making, as well as recruiting 
and retaining people who are willing to undertake this risky 
work in the military,” Miller said. The calculations did not 
factor in other benefits for surviving families, such as 
government housing and Tricare coverage. 
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37. Program To Ease Logistical Burdens For Veterans 
(DEFENSE NEWS 23 JUL 12) ... Adam Stone 

The U.S. Transportation Department has awarded $29 
million to 64 projects meant to give former military personnel 
easier access to work, school and medical care. 

Veterans may have navigated sands and sea, but when 
they return home they often face logistical challenges of a 
different sort as they try to fulfill such simple tasks as getting 
around town. 

“For a lot of returning service members, there is one car 
and the spouse is using it to get to work,” said Peter Rogoff, 
administrator of the Federal Transit Administration. 
“Complicating the problem is the fact that veterans live 
disproportionately in rural areas where transit options are less 
available.” 

The new money comes through the Veterans 
Transportation and Community Living Initiative, overseen by 
the Federal Transit Administration. Funding will help local 
transit agencies put in place technology solutions that make it 
easier for veterans to access rides on existing transportation 
systems. 

During the first round of grants in fiscal 2011, FTA 
supported 55 projects with $34.6 million. This year’s grants 
will support 64 projects in 33 states and the Northern Mariana 
Islands. 

This year’s grants include a payment of $450,000 to 
Dayton, Ohio, where transit authorities will simplify access to 
rides via phone, smartphone and the Web. In Lee County, Fla., 
transportation planners will tap $1.4 million in funding to 
install schedule information kiosks at locations likely to be 

frequented by the community’s 220,000 veterans, such as a 
new Veterans Health Administration outpatient clinic. 

In many municipalities, comprehensive transit 
information already exists, but it may be stored in a range of 
disconnected databases. FTA is looking for projects that 
consolidate that information in a way that makes scheduling 
easier for veterans in need of a ride. 

Known generally as One-Call/One-Click, these 
technologies put all relevant information within reach. “This 
tries to warehouse all that information so that, by going to one 
website or calling one operator, a veteran can get an overview 
of all those different services,” Rogoff said. 

In Iowa, the state’s Department of Transportation will use 
its $1.51 million grant to create a new database covering 99 
counties. The new system will combine three existing 
databases to create a One-Call/ One-Click resource. 

Logistical issues surrounding transportation can be “the 
biggest hindrance to connecting a returning veteran to the 
services he needs. That could be connecting to a job, but also 
connecting him or her to medical care, job training or 
rehabilitation services,” Rogoff said. 

At the same time, improved transportation could help ease 
financial burdens on those returning home. “For most 
households, after housing, transportation is the biggest drain 
on the monthly income,” Rogoff said. “The cost of keeping 
cars on the road, car payments, insurance, taxi fares, these are 
a very big deal.” 
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OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
38. After The USS Cole, A New Naval Reality In Gulf Encounters 
(THE NATIONAL (ABU DHABI 24 JUL 12) ... Terry McKnight 

In October of 2000, the USS Cole was steaming alone off 
the Horn of Africa and was critically low on fuel. Since there 
was not a replenishment ship in the Gulf of Aden region, the 
Cole was directed by the U.S. Navy's Fifth Fleet to make a 
brief stop for fuel in the Yemen port of Aden. 

Shortly after mooring, a small zodiac approached the ship 
on the port side. Without warning there was an explosion 
amidships. The boat laden with over 220 kilograms of 
explosives had rammed the ship, ripping a 12-metre-square 
gash in the ship, killing 17 Sailors and injuring dozens. 

The crew of the Cole fought for the next 96 hours to keep 
the ship afloat. How could this possibly happen after the 
United States lost 241 service members in the Beirut Barracks 
bombing in 1983, and 19 service members in the Khobar 
Towers incident in Saudi Arabia in 1996? Did the U.S. fail to 
read the lessons or were there flawed rules of engagement to 
defend its forces? 

The U.S. Department of Defense's report on the Cole 
incident found that the Department had made significant 
progress in the protection of U.S. forces for installations, but 
the attack on the Cole "demonstrated a seam in the fabric of 
efforts to protect our forces, namely in-transit forces.” 

It was clear from the lessons learnt that U.S. naval 
commanders and their crews were not prepared to face 
asymmetric threats of modern warfare. Today's warfare is far 
different from the Cold War days. 

There is also the challenge to determine who the enemy is 
and where it will attack next. The leadership of U.S. forces 
operating under the Fifth Fleet's command had determined that 
the port of Aden was safe enough for a quick refuelling stop 
for the Cole, but terrorists saw it as an opportunity to attack a 
U.S. ship in a foreign port where security measures were 
almost nonexistent and the ship would most probably not be 
prepared for a fast-moving suicide boat attack. 

The terrorists were right and the U.S. Navy needed to take 
back the home-field advantage from terrorist groups, and with 
the growing threat of swarm attacks in the Arabian Gulf the 
navy needed to move fast. 

The one finding of the report that stood out was that the 
standing rules of engagement for U.S. forces were adequate 
against a terrorist threat. Those rules never limit commanders' 
inherent right of self-defence and their obligation to use all 
necessary means available and to take the appropriate action in 
self-defence of the commander's unit and other U.S. forces in 
the vicinity. 

The question that naval commanders face every day in the 
operational environment is whether an approaching vessel is 
another fishing boat or a terrorist attack. In that same scenario 
on July 16, the apparent misidentification and lack of 
communication of the intentions of a UAE fishing boat led to 
the U.S. Navy oil-supply ship USNS Rappahannock firing on 
the boat, tragically killing one fisherman and wounding three 
others. 

When operating at sea or entering port, it is not 
uncommon for naval ships to be approached by pleasure craft 
and fishing boats. Ships operating in the Arabian Gulf will 
often find their radar scopes cluttered with countless surface 
contacts. 

Yes, they may look like harmless fishing vessels, but the 
naval commander must remain vigilant and prepare his crew 
for a possible change of events that could suddenly see a 
fishing boat take off at high speed towards his unit. 

In the case of the Cole, the terrorists actually waved to the 
security watch moments before they rammed the ship. For the 
commander in modern warfare it is important to be able to 
instantly determine a hostile act or demonstrated hostile intent. 

As a result of the Cole attack, U.S. law was enacted to 
provide a "naval vessel protection zone,” forbidding 
unidentified vessels from approaching within 100 metres of a 
U.S. Navy ship and requiring vessels operating within 500 
metres to travel at minimum speed. These are the minimum 
standards for protection against attack. Each commander must 
find their comfort zone for when he first issues verbal 
warnings for the approaching vessel or vessels to stand clear. 

If it is determined that the approaching threat is not 
abiding by the verbal warnings, the commander must be 
prepared to fire warning shots. Warning shots are employed in 
most cases to warn a vessel to stand clear of the unit firing or 
risk being hit by disabling fire. 

As a result of the Cole attack and the asymmetric threat in 
the Arabian Gulf, it is a standard warning today that mariners 
are strongly advised to remain clear of all U.S. Navy and 
coalition warships and to identify themselves and make their 
intentions known when operating in the vicinity of such 
forces. 

If queried, mariners should make their intentions known 
and, if given directions by coalition forces, they should 
promptly execute those orders without delay. Mariners are 
constantly reminded that coalition warships are prepared to 
take whatever measures necessary, including the use of deadly 
force, against any contact that demonstrates a hostile act or 
hostile intention. The use of deadly force will only be used in 
situations of extreme necessity and as a last resort. 

The coalition forces operating within the Fifth Fleet area 
of responsibility have demonstrated that they are determined 
to ensure the safe navigation of all vessels in the coastal 
waters and on the high seas. However, these forces are 
prepared to take all necessary actions to protect their property 
and ensure the safety of U.S. service members. 

Rear Admiral Terry McKnight (Ret) was the first 
commander of Combined Task Force 151 for counter-piracy 
operations in the Gulf of Aden. His book Pirate Alley: 
Commanding Combined Task Force 151 on the Hunt for 
Somali Pirates, will be published in October 
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39. Defense Debate Shows House Dysfunction 
(WASHINGTON POST 24 JUL 12) ... Walter Pincus 

Is Congress a serious legislative body or not? 
Last week the House again flunked that test, this time 

with the fiscal 2013 defense appropriations bill. 
An August 2011 bipartisan agreement headed off the 

United States defaulting on its debt when Congress passed the 
Budget Control Act (BCA), which established caps on fiscal 
2013 spending on defense and non-defense activities. It was a 
first step toward overall debt reduction by cutting some $1 
trillion from previously planned spending over the next 10 
years. 

Congress wrote into the BCA an unusual provision rightly 
titled “Enforcement of Discretionary Spending Caps,” which 
was supposed to make sure that the caps for fiscal 2013 
spending levels could not be changed. 

The BCA said “any bill ... that would cause the 
discretionary spending limits ... [in the BCA] to be exceeded” 
would “not be in order in the House.” That meant any member 
could make a point of order and halt any such bill’s 
consideration. 

Or so you would think. 
The bill brought to the floor last week exceeded the BCA 

cap for defense by $7.5 billion. No one made a point of order. 
However, Rep. Mick Mulvaney (R-S.C.) noted during the 

early debate “that a new point of order was created under” 
BCA and “under that part of the act ... the entire bill is 
technically out of order because the entire bill exceeds the 
BCA caps by $7.5 billion.” 

Mulvaney raised the issue while arguing for one of his 
own proposed amendments to the bill that was ruled out of 
order because it exceeded a spending cap set by the House 
Budget Committee. He pointed out the irony that upholding a 
point of order against his amendment would prevent 
“something that everyone has supported in the past, a good 
governance issue, while allowing the entire bill, which also 
violates the same point of order, to proceed.” 

That wasn’t the only effort to get the bill back to the BCA 
limits. Democratic Reps. Barbara Lee (Calif)., Chris Van 
Hollen (Md.) and Adam Smith (Wash.) sponsored an 
amendment that reduced the fiscal 2013 defense bill by $7.6 
billion. As Lee put it, “A deal is a deal. While many of us did 
not support the discretionary caps under the Budget Control 
Act, our amendment simply brings Pentagon spending in line 
with the law.” As written, she said, “not a single penny would 
come from active duty and National Guard personnel accounts 
or from the Defense Health Program.” 

Van Hollen noted that the BCA defense cap had been 
supported by the Republican chairmen of the House Budget, 
Armed Services and Appropriations committees. He quoted 
Rep. Harold Rogers (R-Ky.), who last year said, “Tough 
choices will have to be made, particularly when it comes to 
defense and national security priorities, but shared sacrifice 
will bring shared results.” 

Calling the defense bill a “violation of that [2011] 
bipartisan agreement,” Van Hollen said, “Because this bill 
dramatically increased that level above what was requested — 
the reality is the other bills that are coming through the 
Appropriations Committee are taking very deep cuts — deep 
cuts to education, deep cuts to health-care programs.” 

Those health-care cuts are not coming to the Pentagon’s 
health-care program — just the opposite. The House approved 
an amendment that prohibited the Defense Department from 
increasing the enrollment fees for retirees in its Tricare for 
Life program. Those fees are below what other government 
employees pay for health care and far below civilian levels. 

Beyond that, the House last week renewed the 
Congressionally Directed Medical Research Program, which 
in 2013 will get $263 million — not sought by the 
administration. For more than 20 years, Congress has inserted 
this money for the Pentagon to run research programs, through 
contractors, into breast, prostate and other cancers, as well as 
other medical problems. They added another $15 million for 
spinal cord injury research, for example. 

There was one bit of light in the House last week. It was a 
bipartisan match struck by Mulvaney and Rep. Barney Frank 
(D-Mass.); they offered an amendment to reduce the overall 
fiscal 2013 defense base budget by $1.1 billion. That would 
bring it back to the Pentagon spending figure approved for this 
year. 

Rep. Rodney Frelinghuysen (R-N.J.), a member of the 
Defense Appropriations subcommittee with jurisdiction over 
the issue, opposed the amendment. 

“The Department of Defense has already sustained 
significant budget reductions,” he said. 

Frank, in explaining his vote, said, “My only reluctance 
on this amendment is I’m embarrassed by the fact that it’s 
only a billion, but I think the gentleman from South Carolina 
made a correct decision.” 

When a voice vote was taken, the acting chair announced 
that the “no’s appeared to have it,” according to the 
Congressional Record. 

When a recorded vote was taken hours later, the 
Mulvaney-Frank amendment was approved, 247 to 167. It 
turned out the two had been collaborating for months since 
they had similar reduction amendments last year, both of 
which lost because Republicans would not vote for Frank’s 
plan, while Democrats would not vote for Mulvaney’s. 

As Frank would say on MSNBC’s “Morning Joe” 
Thursday, “In the current climate it’s easier for me to get my 
people to vote with Mick [Mulvaney] than for Mick to get his 
people to vote for me.” 

There is a lesson there for the post-November lame-duck 
session, when Congress has to face possibly going over the 
fiscal cliff. 
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40. What If Apple Designed An iFighter? 
In a time of tight budgets, the Pentagon needs to free up the defense-contracting business for a new era of 
competitive enterprise—like the one last seen in World War II. 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 24 JUL 12) ... Arthur Herman 

Mitt Romney has been touting his experience at Bain 
Capital as a qualification for fixing Washington and the 
economy. Certainly there's one part of the federal government 
that desperately needs a president with business savvy: the 
Pentagon. Should they rise to the challenge, Mr. Romney and 
his defense-policy team can learn a lot from the last time 
businessmen took over from the bureaucrats in arming this 
country, in World War II. 

Seventy years later, we need help again. Despite the 
hundreds of billions of dollars spent on defense over the last 
decade, our armed forces are desperately in need of 
modernization. Most of that money was spent fighting wars in 
Iraq and Afghanistan, not replacing fighters, helicopters, ships 
and submarines that often date back to the 1980s and '90s. 

People used to joke about the B-52s (last produced in 
1962, despite numerous upgrades) being older than their 
crews. Now that's coming true for those faced with the 
computer-software designs that power our planes and ships. 

But that modernization isn't going to happen until the 
Pentagon reinvents how it buys the weapons and equipment it 
needs. This is especially true as defense budgets inevitably 
will shrivel over the next decade, with or without the 
automatic cuts of sequestration. If we're going to maintain our 
military technological edge over current and potential foes, it's 
time to take a second look at World War II, the most rapid and 
successful modernization of forces in history. 

In just five years we went from being the 18th-largest 
army in the world—with an Air Corps full of obsolete planes 
and a Navy built around World War I-era battleships—to a 
military second to none in size and sophistication. And we did 
it while steadily lowering costs for every weapon system we 
produced. 

We did it not because we spent a lot of money, but 
because the dollars spent followed four simple business 
principles. 

• First, we recruited the most productive and innovative 
companies and manufacturers to help. In 1939, most weapons 
for the U.S. Army were built in government arsenals or by 
contractors in small batches—much as they are made by a 
handful of big defense contractors today. The war brought in 
car makers like General Motors and Ford, electronics firms 
like GE, RCA and Westinghouse, and companies like Boeing 
and Lockheed that still made their living designing and 
building civilian aircraft. Companies that had never made a 
tank or machine gun or bazooka ended up producing them by 
the thousands—and brought their engineering expertise to 
every step. 

The future of military technology is the kind of high-tech 
engineering in which American companies already are the 
established leaders. So why not let the Air Force ask Apple to 
design an iFighter? Or let the Navy ask Google to design the 
software architecture to power its ships and submarines? That 
company's skunk-works innovation team, Google X, has now 
developed a car that drives itself on the streets of San 
Francisco. Why not tap that expertise for the Pentagon's future 
unmanned systems? 

• We kept the loop between users and makers tight. 
Defense contractors in World War II never forgot that their 
ultimate customers weren't the Air Force or Navy, but the men 
sailing or flying them into harm's way. At Roy Grumman's 
factory on Long Island, pilots would stop by his office to 
make suggestions on how to improve his fighter planes. Out of 
that came the F6F Hellcat, which eventually shot down more 
Japanese planes than any other fighter. 

Today, multiple layers of bureaucracy oversee every stage 
of major weapons system. Not to mention a Congress that 
feels free to dictate what's made and where, and even makes 
the Pentagon build weapons and maintain facilities it doesn't 
want—for instance demanding a second engine for the F-35 
Joint Strike Fighter. By contrast, the success the Army and 
Marines have had with the mine-resistant ambush-protected 
vehicle or MRAP shows what happens when the Pentagon 
throws out the bureaucratic rule book and takes on a more 
World War II-style business model. 

In 2007, then-Secretary of Defense Robert Gates 
responded to demands from the field in Iraq for a vehicle that 
could survive improvised explosive device, or IED, attacks by 
making production of the MRAP a top priority. The Pentagon 
didn't worry about a single common design and offered 
contracts to multiple companies, including some (like 
Oshkosh Truck) that had never made military vehicles before. 
By the end of 2008, more than 10,000 MRAPs were on the 
road in Iraq and Afghanistan. Casualties from IEDs plunged 
by 90%. The bureaucratic process had lost, but our men and 
women in uniform were the big winners. 

• The MRAP example also demonstrates another key 
principle from World War II procurement: We didn't aim for 
perfection. The Hellcat, the P-51 Mustang, the F-104 
Starfighter and other jets and weapons of the early Cold War 
were built by manufacturers to do the job at hand, with as few 
advance specifications as possible. (The initial one for the F-
104 Starfighter was only a page and a half.) No one had time 
to devise the perfect weapon, which is supposed to do 
everything under all conditions—let alone do it for the next 
two decades. Today, this has become a Pentagon obsession. 
Witness the F-35 program, which began in 1996 but has had 
so many requirements piled on it that the jet still is not 
operational. 

Successful commercial companies, on the other hand, 
innovate for today, not tomorrow. What will be successful in 
today's markets will point to the future on its own. It's what 
Apple did with the iPhone, and now the iPad—and what we 
should be doing at the Pentagon. 

• We saved dollars the way a producer would, not a 
customer. Past efforts at acquisition reform have been aimed 
at trying to save the taxpayer money, usually by adding 
another layer of bureaucratic oversight. Instead, the Pentagon's 
goal should be lowering the manufacturers' costs, by helping 
them make weapons and war material better, faster and 
cheaper. 

That means, for example, helping firms to develop highly 
efficient supply-chain and "smart" manufacturing processes to 
increase output, and to use the experience gained through 
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larger-volume production to speed delivery—something the 
current acquisition system can't deliver. In 2009 alone, cost 
overruns on 95 major weapons systems came to more than 
$295 billion—a sum equal to almost half the current Pentagon 
budget. 

The original father of our World War II "arsenal of 
democracy" was General Motors president Bill Knudsen, who 

used to say that "the better a thing is, the cheaper it is to 
make." That's a far cry from our current Pentagon business 
model. But it's one that will help it overcome procurement 
problems in the future, and a benchmark for a new arsenal of 
democracy for the 21st century. 

It will also preserve America's military leadership before 
it's too late. 
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41. Osprey's Arrival Foments Distrust 
(JAPAN TIMES 24 JUL 12) ... Editorial 

Twelve MV-22 Osprey tilt-rotor aircraft were unloaded 
from a transport ship at the U.S. Marine Corps Air Station 
Iwakuni in Yamaguchi Prefecture on Monday amid protest 
from Iwakuni's conservative Mayor Yoshihiko Fukuda and 
local residents. After confirming its safety, Tokyo and 
Washington plan to start deploying the Osprey in early 
October at the Marine Corps' Air Station Futenma in Ginowan 
on Okinawa Island to replace aging CH-46 Sea Knight 
helicopters. 

Neither government should make light of people's 
opposition to the Osprey's deployment due to safety concerns. 
Further opposition will spread because of the U.S. military's 
plan to carry out low-altitude training for the aircraft in 
various parts of Honshu, Shikoku and Kyushu. The two 
governments say the Osprey will contribute to greater 
deterrence for the sake of Japan's defense because it flies two 
times faster, carries three times more cargo and has a radius of 
operation four times longer than the CH-46 helicopter. By 
only stressing the Osprey's operational performance, both 
Tokyo and Washington will miss the bigger picture of the 
Osprey issue in Japan. 

During the development stage from 1991 to 2000, the 
Osprey crashed four times, killing 30 people. In an Osprey 
accident in Morocco in April 2012, two marines died and two 
others were seriously injured. On June 13, a CV-22, the U.S. 

Air Force's version of the Osprey, crashed in Florida, injuring 
five. Gov. Hirokazu Nakaima of Okinawa said Monday he 
will continue to oppose the Osprey's deployment unless the 
causes of the Morocco and Florida accidents are "fully 
investigated" and the aircraft's safety is assured. On July 9, the 
MV-22B Osprey made an emergency landing at North 
Carolina's Wilmington International Airport due to trouble 
with its drive shaft. The Asahi Shimbun reported on Friday 
that the Osprey suffered 58 accidents between 2006 and 2011. 

Unlike most helicopters, the Osprey reportedly lacks 
autorotation emergency landing capabilities where the rotor 
blades rotate freely after experiencing engine failure. Japan's 
Civil Aeronautics Act bans such aircraft. A pamphlet of the 
Osprey's maker, Bell Boeing, explains that the Osprey "does 
not rely on autorotation for a survivable power-out landing" 
but that "the wide separation of the engines and the ability to 
drive both rotors with one engine make a power-out landing 
extremely unlikely." 

Even Democratic Party of Japan policy chief Seiji 
Maehara, a pro-U.S. politician, is calling for the postponement 
of the Osprey's deployment. Prime Minister Yoshihiko Noda 
should not overlook the possibility that the people's 
resentment over the deployment could heighten to such a level 
as to trigger wholesale anti-U.S. base movements, thus 
jeopardizing the U.S.-Japan relationship. 
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42. A Sagging 'Strategic Partnership' 
(BUSINESS STANDARD (INDIA) 24 JUL 12) ... By Ajai Shukla 

U.S. Deputy Secretary of Defence Ashton Carter's 
ongoing tour to Japan, Thailand, India and South Korea 
illustrates Washington's "rebalance toward the Asia-Pacific 
region" that President Barack Obama first enunciated on 
January 3. In that momentous policy speech, India alone was 
mentioned as a strategic partner that had to be courted. 

Since then, New Delhi has presented an increasingly 
ragged spectacle, deterring prospective suitors with strategic 
foot-dragging, non-governance and a decelerating economy. 
And so Japan, not India, was Carter’s first destination. In 
Tokyo, Carter hailed Japan as America’s “central and 
anchoring” ally in Asia. “Naturally I come here first, to 
Tokyo,” he proclaimed. Was this just diplomatic hyperbole? 

But New Delhi hardly cares! Even as the prime minister’s 
office (PMO) and large chunks of the foreign ministry (MEA) 
deepen ties with Washington, A K Antony’s defence ministry 
(MOD) systematically cold-shoulders the Pentagon. Antony 
has ignored Ashton Carter’s appointment as Defence Secretary 
Leon Panetta’s point man on India, charged with cutting 
through red tape in Washington and New Delhi and 
facilitating joint development and production. Like Panetta, 

Antony has a competent deputy, M M Pallam Raju, who could 
join hands with Carter to channel defence high technology to 
India. 

But Antony, as many know, opposes the U.S. on a dual 
count: ideology and inertia. His left-of-centre political roots in 
Kerala predispose him towards a distance from capitalist 
America. And his personal aversion to decision-making kicks 
in with double strength when the proposed decision is 
contested. In this case it involves a strategic relationship with 
a country that has confronted India during the Cold War, 
socked us with technology sanctions, and played ball with 
Pakistan and, hell, China. 

But there is also a counter argument, since a defence 
relationship with the U.S. offers incontestable advantages. 
These include weaning our military off its crippling reliance 
on Russia and a dubious dependency on Israel. Can there be a 
more equal relationship with Washington? That would involve 
mastering the U.S. technology control regime, a legislative 
maze seemingly custom-designed to provide employment to 
an army of lawyers and bureaucrats in the U.S. capital. For 
most of India’s strategic elites, navigating their way around 
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these regulations is too cumbersome. And so they prefer to air 
grievances, castigating America for denying us technology. 

A common complaint in India is: “The Americans want to 
sell us weaponry, but not to part with technology.” This is now 
being challenged by U.S. officials as senior as Leon Panetta 
and Ashton Carter, who insist that the U.S. is willing to 
partner India in the joint development of high-tech weaponry. 
What, then, does it take for Washington and India to become 
security partners? It is important to understand the mechanics. 

All U.S.-India policy discussion on defence technology is 
conducted through the Joint Technology Group (JTG). The 
Indian side of the JTG consists of the Defence R&D 
Organisation, or the DRDO. On the U.S. side is the OUD (A,T 
& L), the cumbersome abbreviation for the office of the 
undersecretary of defence for acquisitions, technology & 
logistics. Unlike the DRDO, whose discussion team consists 
mainly of scientists, the OUD (A,T & L) brings to the table a 
formidable combination of managers, lawyers and scientists. 

While the JTG handles policy, the DRDO processes any 
joint R&D proposals with its three counterpart laboratories in 
the U.S. defence department. But the crucial factor on the U.S. 
side is funding. An American laboratory can only pursue an 
R&D proposal if one of the U.S. armed forces is willing to 
fund the project. In India, the DRDO is pre-allocated funding 
through the defence budget. 

This could also be done on a government-to-government 
(G2G) basis. If a DRDO laboratory wants to adopt the G2G 
route for a joint project with a U.S. laboratory to develop 
state-of-the-art underwater sonar, the proposal would be 
mooted through the JTG. The JTG would allocate the project 
to a suitable U.S. agency, which would then have to persuade 
the U.S. Navy to fund their share of the development cost. 

This means that the U.S. military must see some practical 
utility in financially sponsoring joint R&D. With Antony bent 
on keeping the U.S. military at arm’s length, and unwilling to 
sign even a logistical support agreement for fear of being 
sucked into America’s wars, the American military has little 
reason to view their Indian counterparts as friends who 
deserve technological support. 

If there is likelihood of early change, it is in the maritime 
domain where America’s “rebalance to the Asia-Pacific” 
seems likely to boost interaction between the two navies. 
Meanwhile, Washington has undertaken a major review — 
called the Export Control Reform Initiative — of its export 
control system. There is consensus that the current system is 
“confusing, rigid, and controls too many items for the wrong 
reasons”, to quote Ashton Carter. Washington’s export control 
horizon is set to change and India must prepare to benefit from 
these changes. 
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BBLLOOGGSS::  
43. EXCERPTS FROM BLOGS AROUND THE WORLD 
(PUBLISHED 20 – 23 JUL 12) 

 
SAVE Award – Do you have an idea for the Navy? 

from Navy Live, July 23 
The Securing Americans Value and Efficiency Award 

(SAVE) is a critical part of the Campaign to Cut Waste that 
President Obama announced in 2009. The Campaign is an 
Administration-wide initiative to hunt down and eliminate 
wasteful spending and make government work better. The 
goal is efficient spending of every tax dollar, in every agency 
and department across the federal government. 

Over the past three years, federal workers have submitted 
more than 75,000 cost-cutting ideas to the Office of 
Management and Budget (OMB) for review through the 
SAVE Award. The ideas submitted through the 2009, 2010, 
and 2011 SAVE Awards were sent to the appropriate agency 
for review and dozens were included in the President’s budget 
proposals. 

These ideas alone aren’t going to eliminate the deficit or 
fix our fiscal situation, but they are critical to making sure the 
American people can trust their government to spend their tax 
dollars wisely — and to make sure that we are directing 
resources to the investments that will create good jobs and 
grow the economy. 

Mr. Eric Fanning, Deputy Under Secretary of the 
Navy/Deputy Chief Management Officer, discusses the 
program. 
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Ding! You Are Now Free to Move About the Globe: 

What the Surface Navy Could Learn From Southwest 
Airlines by Lt. Doug Robb and Lt. J.D. Kristenson from 
U.S. Naval Institute, July 19 

Lieutenant Robb, a surface warfare officer and 2005 
graduate of the U.S. Naval Academy, holds Master of Arts 
degrees in security studies from both Georgetown University 
and the U.S. Naval War College. His next assignment is 
Operations Officer in the USS William P. Lawrence (DDG-
110) in San Diego, California. 

Lieutenant Kristenson, a surface warfare officer and 2009 
Olmsted Scholar, holds a Master of Arts degree in 
international development from Tsinghua University (Beijing, 
China). His next assignment is Operations Officer in the USS 
Forrest Sherman (DDG-98) in Norfolk, VA 

After more than a decade of asymmetric warfare, 
conventional security challenges are once again rising to the 
fore. This has resulted in heightened operational tempo, 
lengthened deployments, strained ships, and exhausted crews. 
Given the daunting tasks facing the maritime services, the 
Surface Navy cannot afford to remain “steady as she goes.” 
Chief of Naval Operations Admiral Jonathan Greenert’s 
article, “Payloads Over Platforms: Charting a New Course,” 
advocates a capabilities-based approach for future Navy 
combatants that emphasizes flexibility, adaptability, and 
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longevity both to meet changing threats and address the 
materiel problems that have plagued the surface force for 
years. One solution is to create a Fleet comprised primarily of 
three different platforms based on existing designs. 
Interestingly enough, there is an organization—albeit a 
commercial enterprise—that may provide a useful model: 
Southwest Airlines. 

While Southwest Airlines (SWA) and the Navy have 
divergent missions, there are notable similarities. Although 
SWA is a private-sector business operating in a highly 
competitive market, the Navy also provides a consumer (the 
combatant commander) with a product (warships) designed to 
execute the mission. Like Southwest, if the Navy does not 
deliver it risks “losing business” to the other services that are 
competing for new mission areas in a time of shrinking budget 
resources. 

In recent years, the Navy’s adoption and implementation 
of business practices has often been clumsy and much of the 
criticism noting that the Navy is not akin to a private-sector 
entity is valid. Yet, when dealing with the financial realities of 
budgeting and procurement that will largely determine the 
underpinnings of the future Fleet, it is quite reasonable to look 
to the business practices of successful companies for guidance. 
Southwest Airlines provides an intriguing template for how 
the Navy can meet its objectives more efficiently and 
effectively. 

Southwest’s success derives from its business model, 
which stresses simplicity, standardization, and efficiency. 
Since its inception, Southwest has operated one type of 
aircraft—the multipurpose Boeing 737-series—which has 
enabled the company to standardize pilot and technician 
training, predict flight time and fuel usage more accurately, 
pre-stage spare parts, and optimize maintenance hubs. 
Ultimately, this has allowed SWA to keep more planes in the 
air and maintain its competitive advantage even during the 
recent economic downturn. 

Standardization in construction also creates an economy 
of scale for SWA and with some creative modifications, could 
be applied to the Navy’s needs, as well. Excluding aircraft 
carriers, the Surface Navy could cover a super-majority of its 
blue and brown water mission areas with a Fleet comprised 
solely of guided missile destroyers (DDG-51 class), 
amphibious transport dock ships (LPD-17s), and littoral 
combat ships (admittedly two classes right now). 
Traditionally, the surface force has been resistant to 
standardization because defending against both conventional 
and unconventional threats required employing unique 
platforms with differing capabilities. However, few could 
argue that 21stCentury DDGs, LPDs, and LCSs do not cover 
nearly all warfare requirements that the Navy can be expected 
to meet in the coming decades. 

For example, in much the same way that a legacy 737-200 
commercial airliner differs slightly from the newer 737-800s, 
important variations exist among Destroyers that enable a 
single platform type to accomplish a varied array of mission 
sets. Some carry embarked helicopter detachments for surface 
surveillance and anti-submarine warfare, while others are 
configured with an active sonar “tail.” Some have combat 
systems configured for ballistic missile defense while others 
focus on high value unit air defense (a role traditionally held 
by guided-missile cruisers). Only the older variants have long-

range surface-to-surface (Harpoon) weapons, yet all are 
capable of performing offensive precision strikes. New Flight 
III models will incorporate combat systems upgrades that will 
expand their sensor and strike capabilities even further. Like 
SWA, which can quickly replace one plane with another in 
order to meet its commitments, standardization will permit 
platform interchangeability—just as the Navy has done by 
swapping older, forward-deployed destroyers due for 
modernization overhauls with other available DDGs. 

Other communities have found success in standardization. 
For example, the Virginia Payload Module (VPM) enables 
Virginia-class submarines to launch more precision-guided 
Tomahawk missiles and covertly deploy Special Operations 
Forces. Rather than replace the legacy EA-6B Prowler with a 
ground-up re-design, the aviation community utilized 90 
percent of F/A-18 Super Hornet airframe components to build 
their next-generation carrier-capable electronic warfare 
platform, the E/A-18G Growler. Not coincidentally, the 
Navy’s most widely used ship defense weapon is called the 
“Standard” Missile—a program that has added new 
capabilities to an established system for over half a century. 
These adaptable platforms demonstrate that standardization 
and mission effectiveness no longer have to be competing 
priorities. 

Additionally, the success of the Arleigh Burke program 
illustrates that two independently owned and operated 
shipyards can produce remarkably similar products using the 
same blueprint. It follows that focusing private sector 
construction efforts on only three platforms would increase 
production efficiency and decrease unit costs. As Admiral 
Greenert observed, charting such a course will “exploit the 
industrial learning curve while evolving our capabilities to 
keep our warfighting edge against improving adversaries.” 

Admittedly, standardization carries with it legitimate 
concerns. What if the Navy commits to the wrong platforms—
ones that provide the wrong capabilities or contain hidden 
costs (such as the contentious F-35 Joint Strike Fighter 
program)? What if threats change during the platform’s 
expected service life? Perhaps counter-intuitively, this is 
precisely how standardization gives the Navy a “competitive 
advantage” over its adversaries: altering payloads is both more 
responsive and more affordable than developing new 
platforms (though work remains). For example, in response 
tolingering doubts about the DDG-51’s ability to house the 
new Air and Missile Defense Radar (AMDR),Small Wars 
Journal editor Robert Haddick suggested that “Navy program 
managers should consider adapting the larger San Antonio 
class amphibious assault ship, both to accommodate the new 
radar and to host a much larger arsenal of interceptor missiles 
than the Burke destroyers can support.” Therefore, by 
carefully selecting the right long-lasting platforms, Fleet 
standardization will enable retrofitting last generation hulls 
with next generation technologies. 

Though it is unreasonable to expect Congressional or 
Navy leadership to discontinue Zumwalt-class destroyers or 
America-class amphibious assault ships currently under 
construction, policymakers acknowledge that adaptability is 
necessary to meet emerging threats head on. Standardizing the 
future Fleet would accomplish many of Admiral Greenert’s 
prime objectives: It would render shore- and sea-based 
training more efficient, simplify logistics by prepositioning 
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key maintenance parts (or ships) at U.S. bases and afloat 
forward staging platforms around the world, shorten 
maintenance and layup periods, and avoid a protracted 
acquisition cycle. This approach makes operational sense by 
delivering more uninterrupted capabilities to the combatant 
commanders and is prudent policy in an era of financial 
constraint. 

Standardizing surface units will make the Navy a 
stronger—not weaker—fighting force without sacrificing core 
competencies. Focusing on exceptionally versatile platforms, 
such as DDGs, LCSs, and LPDs will enable the Surface Navy 
to achieve the CNO’s vision of modularity, flexibility, 
adaptability, and affordability by recognizing that payload and 
platform capabilities are not mutually exclusive. The 
blueprints for building an efficient and effective future Fleet 
are in place today, and one needs to look no farther than the 
nearest Southwest terminal to glimpse a better—and smarter—
future for all of us. 

 
The Maple Leaf Model: Canada’s Plans for Power 

Projection by LT Scott Cheney-Peters from Center for 
International Maritime Security, July 23 

LT Scott Cheney-Peters is a surface warfare officer in the 
U.S. Navy Reserve and the former editor of Surface Warfare 
magazine. He is the founding director of the Center for 
International Maritime Security and holds a master’s degree 
in National Security and Strategic Studies from the U.S. Naval 
War College. 

For nations with a global outlook, the ability to respond to 
contingencies around the world has often been a mix of 
necessity and choice. Nations dependent on overseas trade or 
empires for their livelihood have found it a requirement to 
establish on distant shores the means to protect their 
prerogatives. Such foreign footholds have proved no less 
useful to nations that choose to pursue active foreign policies 
driven by humanitarian, religious, ideological, or expansionist 
aims. Imagining a country that requires extra-territorial basing 
for both reasons likely doesn’t conjure up images of moose 
and ice hockey, yet 21st-century Canada definitively qualifies 
on both counts. And it’s got a plan to secure that capability. 

Canada is a maritime nation. While admittedly three 
quarters of Canada’s trade is still with the U.S., 20% of that 
travels by sea – as does 97% of the rest. However, it’s 
Canada’s foreign policy choices and commitments that makes 
it stand out as a truly global nation. In the past decade alone 
Canada has been involved in combat and peacekeeping 
operations in Afghanistan and Libya, counter-piracy missions 
off the Horn of Africa, non-combatant evacuation (NEO) 
operations in Lebanon, and humanitarian assistance/disaster 
relief (HA/DR) in Haiti. The experiences of the new century 
have left a legacy of lessons the government is eager to 
leverage. 

In 2008, Canada’s military set out to determine how it 
could quickly and efficiently ratchet up to full-scale crisis 
operations in the far-flung corners of the globe, yet do so in a 
manner befitting Canada’s fiscal and resource realities. The 
solution hit upon in 2010 was a constellation of “operational 
support hubs,” to be established in up to 7 worldwide locations 
where existing transportation facilities and infrastructure could 
support a contingency influx of Canadian troops and logistics. 
4 C-17 Globemasters acquired by Canada’s armed forces in 

2007 provide the rapid airlift capabilities while the storage 
facilities nearby will be rented to preposition equipment. 

In tangible terms the plan really requires only a few 
dedicated personnel stationed at each port to maintain 
relationships, monitor the conditions of the facilities and 
equipment, and act as advanced husbanding agents in the 
event of a crisis. The heavy lifting is the advanced diplomatic 
work of brokering the deals. So far Canada has 3 deals in 
hand: Kuwait has agreed to act as an intermediate staging 
terminal allowing up to 3,000 troops, Germany is making 
available a portion of the Cologne-Bonn International Airport, 
and Jamaica has signed up for a yet-to-be-named location. 
Additionally, Singapore has been mentioned as a likely 
location, which would accord with its recent granting of 
foreign basing rights to others. There has been more difficulty 
for Canada in securing an agreement in Africa, as some 
reports indicate an East African hub (in Kenya or Tanzania) 
has run into the same fears of colonial permanence that sent 
the U.S. military’s AFRICOM HQ to Stuttgart, Germany. A 
West African hub may prove more welcoming, as other 
reports also suggest unnamed potential hosts look forward to 
possible training opportunities, but that would bring the count 
only up to 5 and leave ready access for counter-piracy 
missions in the Indian Ocean noticeably lacking. 

“Don’t mind us miss, we’re with the advance team, just 
making the sure the beaches are suitable…” 

Despite the political uncertainties (including the potential 
that a host government could always renege on its agreement 
if the crisis issue was domestically too sensitive), the “Maple 
Leaf Model” of basing agreements and power projection may 
prove ideal for many nations in the new century. It’s debatable 
whether countries today have more or less active foreign 
policies than they did, say, 100 years ago, but in the age of 
globalization few are without important, if not vital, interests 
abroad – and in many cases, overseas. The more familiar 
model of permanent, fully staffed, made-to-order facilities is 
impractical for the great majority of countries to affordably 
cover their bases, so to speak. The U.S. model, which mixes 
such bases with armadas of prepositioned equipment and its 
own mobile bases, aircraft carriers and amphibious ships, is 
even less so. The small footprint, low costs, and opportunity 
for increased diplomatic ties of the Canadian way should be 
attractive to the many countries that want to maintain an 
ability to protect its interests abroad and conduct an active 
foreign policy. 

It is possible there may be a first-mover advantage as 
nations that have already signed agreements with a one or two 
“active” powers may not want to risk a domestic backlash 
against “appeasing foreigners,” but it is just as possible a few 
host countries may decide to make an industry out of their 
perceived logistical and situational attractiveness and market 
their services to a broad swath of interested nations. Time will 
tell the extent, but expect to see other nations follow in 
Canada’s footsteps, if not moose tracks. 

 
NMCB 11 Water Well: Drillers and then some by 

EOC Toby Davis from NMCB 11 Blog, July 20 
In the pre-dawn hours of January 29th in Gulfport, Miss. 

16 Seabees assigned to Naval Mobile Construction Battalion 
(NMCB) 11 who had spent an entire year training and 
working together embarked on a 7 month deployment. Their 
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mission was to drill wells throughout Afghanistan in support 
of International Security Assistance Forces. 

After a few weeks transitioning from Gulfport to their 
first site, the water well team of Equipment Operators, 
Construction Mechanics, Steelworkers, Construction 
Electricians, and Utilitiesman, hit the ground running and 
relieved NMCB 4 on site at Forward Operating Base (FOB) 
Zangabad. 

Under command of Officer in Charge, Ensign Andrew 
Anderson, and myself, Assistant Officer in Charge, Chief 
Equipment Operator Toby Davis, the team quickly displayed 
the Seabee ‘can do’ spirit that has made them an outstanding 
drilling team. Drilling to depth in two weeks the team hit 
water on their first well and produced and capped one of the 
few free flowing artesian wells in country, producing over 75 
gallons a minute of fresh clean water to support over 500 
personnel. 

Not content with only drilling wells, the team took it upon 
themselves to do what Seabees do best; make every site better 
than it was when they arrived. Water well assisted in road and 
drainage construction, grey water storage, and the laying of 
500 feet of fiber optic cable. With every turn of the corner the 
Seabees were the go-to team for assistance, and those seeking 
their help got exactly what they needed; the true Seabee ability 
to get the job done. 

After extensive planning, with the help of the Convoy 
Security Element and outstanding support from both Alfa 
Company and Supply, the team packed up camp and relocated 
to the next well site, Combat Outpost (COP) Telekun. 

During the initial site visit Ensign Anderson and I 
discovered that the COP was in dire need of engineering 
assistance. The power grid was in shambles, there was only 
one operating shower facility with three showers to support 
over 250 infantry personnel, and the DFAC was incapable of 
cleaning and supporting itself as well as the necessary 
requirement for water. 

While discussing the issues of the COP to the battalion’s 
S3, I knew that could not, in good conscience as a Seabee, just 
go in there drill the well and leave. They needed our help, and 
I knew we could help them. I just needed the materials. 

The Battalion approved the bill of materials, and we 
headed to the new site. The team divided into smaller tower 
crews and established a projects crew. Det Water Well went to 
work immediately, setting camp and prepping the well site in 
less than 32 hours. 

The projects crew first tackled repairing the shower 
trailers, often times rummaging through junk yards to find the 
necessary parts. The crew was able to get the shower trailers 
repaired and more than doubled the shower capacity for the 
entire camp, thus allowing Soldiers to take showers every day 
versus every three days, as it had been. 

The drilling towers completed the construction well in 
record time, and in just two weeks the COP had a sustainable 
water source. After repositioning the rig and prepping for the 
production well, the towers went right back to work attacking 
the production well. 

Meanwhile the projects crew tackled more and more 
camp maintenance projects to get the COP up to a sustainable 
level, constructing a scullery, rewiring the power grid, and 
installing and repairing environmental control units, 
improving the COP daily. 

Within three weeks, the production well was drilled and 
the towers began development to produce clear water. After 
five days of toiling, I made the decision to abandon the well 
due to its inability to produce clean water. Undaunted, the 
team moved onto the next site. This time, however, the faithful 
and reliable T2W water well drilling rig the Det had come to 
love was not going with us. It was getting sent back to Camp 
Leatherneck to be shipped home after six long years in 
country. 

Upon arriving in FOB Al Ma Saak, we met our new rig, 
the Laibe. With the field support representative and numerous 
parts on hand, the team went right to work. They drilled the 
construction well in less than seven days and had completed 
their production well two weeks later. 

Amazed at the power and speed at which the Laibe rig 
drilled, the tower leaders quickly took to the machine and 
cared for it as they had cared for the T2W. 

In the process of moving to Al Ma Saak, Ensign 
Anderson executed his transfer orders and departed Detail 
Water Well headed for his next command. Days before his 
flight out of FOB Telekun, I calmly walked over to the flag 
pole that had carried the det’s colors from one site to the next 
and removed the dirty tattered guideon emblazoned with 
‘NMCB 11 Water Well’ and passed it around for the troops to 
sign then presented it to Ensign Anderson as a keepsake to 
forever remember the hard work and dedication the entire 
team showed. 

Now down to 15 Seabees, I took the reins and continued 
to drive the troops to bigger and better things. After receiving 
numerous trailers and containers from NMCB 7 it was time to 
consolidate to ease the movements. While the tower leaders 
were drilling, the projects crew spent weeks completely 
reconstructing the interior of a 20’ ISO Container and a 40’ 
ISO Container to allow for more organized inventories of tools 
and spare parts. After two weeks the containers were cleared. 
New shelves and cages were built and repacked with 
everything the team would need for follow-on missions. 

We learned of an Air Force project that had fallen way 
behind due to some equipment that hadn’t yet arrived. Air 
Force Prime Beef engineers were desperate for assistance and 
the drilling team answered their call. Digging trenches and 
ditches to allow for the placement of black water tanks as well 
as water and sewer pipes, the team assisted the project and 
was able to get the latrines and shower facilities up and 
running ahead of schedule to support the American forces 
moving into the expansion area. 

Now it’s July, the team has been hard at it and the light at 
the end of the tunnel is quickly approaching. Working 24 hour 
shifts and months without a day off, the troops of Naval 
Mobile Construction Battalion ELEVEN’s Water Well team 
are still hard at it, making every minute of every day count; 
not just for the mission to drill wells but to support those who 
need it, to bring the best of the Seabees to the front lines and 
carry on that great Seabee heritage and ‘can do’ spirit. 

I’ve got the best people, in the best Battalion, with the 
best support; there is nothing we can’t do. 

 
Pro Bono Assistance and Operation Standby by Dania 

Bardavid from Navy JAG Corps Blog, July 19 
The ABA Military Pro Bono Project, established in 2008, 

is an innovative collaboration between the military and 
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civilian bars designed to expand legal support for active-duty 
enlisted service members nationwide. 

The Project accepts case referrals from military legal 
assistance attorneys on behalf of junior-enlisted, active-duty 
military personnel and their families regarding civil legal 
problems; working to place those cases with qualified civilian 
attorneys ready to provide free (pro bono) assistance beyond 
what can ordinarily be provided by military counsel. 

The Project is also the platform for Operation Stand-By, 
an ABA clearinghouse designed to link military attorneys with 
local civilian attorneys who may provide guidance and 
expertise in specific subject matters to best serve military 
clients. 

“Active-duty Sailors can only be referred to the Program 
by a legal assistance attorney and should not contact the Pro 
Bono Placement Manager directly,” said Cmdr. Andrew R. 
House, Office of the Judge Advocate General’s Legal 
Assistance Policy Division (Code 16). Service members 
seeking legal assistance should first visit a Naval Legal 
Service Office and speak with a military legal assistance 
attorney, and following that consultation, the military legal 
assistance attorney may decide to seek Pro Bono Program 
assistance for the client. The legal assistance attorney may 
also suggest possible courses of action for the service member 
prior to seeking a referral. 

A Sailor, who preferred to remain anonymous for this 
story, used the Project to resolve a divorce and child custody 
case. He said, “I am so happy with the legal counsel you found 
for me. I honestly can’t imagine being paired with a better 
attorney. [My attorney] was professional in every way, 
showed a great deal of compassion for my situation, and above 
all, kept my needs, and those of my children, at the forefront. I 
feel that the agreement that was negotiated by [my attorney] 
preserves my rights as a father, and ensures I’ll be able to be 
an integral part of my children’s lives.” 

There are several conditions for Project eligibility. The 
Project is designed to assist more junior service members who 
might have greater difficulty covering civilian legal fees, thus, 
House clarified that the project is generally intended for 
Sailors at a pay grade of E6 and below. However, the 
servicing military legal assistance attorney may refer 
personnel of higher ranks to the Project in cases of 
extraordinary circumstances and need. 

Additionally, the Project is generally designed to assist in 
certain types of civil law matters, including landlord/tenant 
law, consumer law (including bankruptcy), family law, trusts 
and estates (including probate), guardianship, and employment 
law. Referrals for other civil matters may be possible, 
especially where a client can demonstrate significant legal 
need impacting his or her mission readiness. 

Referral is never guaranteed, for any case. “In order to 
secure a referral, Sailors must demonstrate just cause and 
meritorious claims” said House. Sailors will not be referred 
for assistance in matters where no viable claim or action is 
apparent or inconsequential in nature. 

“It’s a very case-specific, fact-specific program,” said 
House. “The civilian attorneys are volunteers and depending 
on your geographic area there may or may not be an attorney 
available with the relevant expertise to assist in the case.” The 
ABA is working diligently to increase the number of civilian 
volunteers, and House explained that roughly 45 percent of all 

cases referred by military legal assistance providers are placed 
with a participating civilian attorney for assistance. 

“As of today, we have placed 514 cases with pro bono 
attorneys. These referred cases represent over $2.4 million in 
billable hours donated by our volunteers to our service 
members,” said Mary Meixner, manager of the ABA Pro Bono 
Placement Program. 

“Since the Project was established in 2008, about 1,600 
attorneys across the country have registered on the Project 
website with an interest in accepting pro bono cases on behalf 
of service members,” said Meixner. 

“It’s a very user-friendly system,” said House, and 
without this program, “hundreds of Sailors would have to pay 
legal fees to get their issue resolved. It is nothing but a win-
win.” 

“I think this is a fantastic program that gives our overseas 
Sailors an amount of control over their legal matters that they 
otherwise would not be provided without the program. The 
ABA Pro Bono Program allows Sailors to take care of their 
family and the mission,” said Lt. Jessica Blazek, Naval Legal 
Service Office Europe, Africa, and Southwest Asia. 

In addition to helping military personnel and families 
through the pro bono placement project, the Military Pro Bono 
Project created Operation Stand-By to connect military legal 
assistance attorneys with the expertise of local volunteer 
civilian attorneys. 

“Operation Stand-By is a resource to help legal assistance 
attorneys get a better understanding of local practices and 
local law, and how they come together so that we can do better 
for the clients we serve,” said House. 

Volunteer attorneys sign up and agree to take calls or 
emails from military lawyers seeking attorney-to-attorney 
advice on state-specific legal issues so that the military 
attorneys can better serve local clients. 

“Military legal assistance attorneys provide invaluable 
legal help to military families in a range of legal matters, but 
there are instances when these attorneys may not have the 
deep substantive expertise or state-specific legal knowledge 
necessary to fully advise and assist their client,” said Meixner. 
“Since Operation Stand-By was launched in 2011, over 300 
attorneys have specifically registered with Operation Stand-
By.” 

“The amount of effort going into this program is 
impressive,” said House. “This is done out of the ABA’s 
genuine desire to do something good for service members.” 

 
Navy Mathematician on Educating America’s Youth 

by Megan Hart from Navy Live, July 19 
Megan Hart is a Mathematician at Naval Surface 

Warfare Center Dahlgren Division Strategic and Weapon 
Control Systems Department 

“In the fleet and in the operating services, Sailors and 
Marines are called upon every day to do a lot of really difficult 
things. They work on the world’s most complicated and best 
anti-air and anti-missile systems; they maintain avionics 
systems; they hang ordnance on aircraft heading out for 
combat missions; and they operate the nuclear power plants on 
subs and our carriers.” — Secretary of the Navy Ray Mabus 

These technically challenging missions, take more than 
intelligence; they require critical thinking skills received from 
a great education… and that is why the Office of Naval 
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Research has facilitated efforts across the Navy to support 
education in science, technology, engineering and math 
(STEM). This blog is one of several highlighting those efforts. 

“What are you going to do with a math degree?” was a 
typical question I received from my parents when deciding 
to major in mathematics. 

Unfortunately, many people know that math is important 
but do not know what can be done with math in the sense of a 
career. The Dahlgren National Defense Education 
Program(NDEP) Virginia Demonstration Project (VDP) 
Summer Academy helps to close this gap and encourage 
students to pursue science, technology, engineering, and 
mathematics (STEM) careers. 

On a typical work day, I get in, check my email, go over 
my schedule, and sit behind a computer screen or in meetings. 
Now to some, that daily routine may sound boring, but to me 
it can be exciting. As a mathematician at Naval Surface 
Warfare Center Dahlgren Division, I spend most of my time as 
a project leader and a software analyst to assist in submarine 
missions. 

A few years ago, my daily routine was completely 
different, as I was a high school math teacher in Stafford 
County, Va.. I have always had a passion for mathematics and 
as a teacher I was able to watch the youth grow and develop a 
passion for math as well. Even though I enjoyed working with 
the students and passing my love of math onto others, I knew I 
wanted a more hands on approach with my career. This is 
when I decided to make a change. 

I am now thinking and working with math in new and 
different ways and love the challenges and tasks I am given; 
however, I have not lost the passion of watching students grow 
and learn in the fields of math and science. The NDEP VDP 
Summer Academy at Dahlgren gave me the opportunity to 
experience this aspect of my life again. 

Day one, the students walked in with curiosity and 
hesitation amongst their faces. By the last day, the students 
walked out with smiles, new friends, and feelings of success 
as they completed all the challenges they were faced with 
throughout the week. 

The challenges included the following: 

 Building a Lego robot to complete as many missions 
as possible, from rescuing a swimmer to being able to 
signal the tower. 

 Building a water rocket and analyzing how to launch 
it as high as possible by finding the right pressure to 
water distribution through test launches. 

 Ratios were introduced when students had to build a 
9-10” tower out of balsa wood and to maximize the 
force to weight ratio. 

 A life science activity demonstrated how viruses can 
be transferred from person to person through 
exchanges and the students were challenged to find 
who the carrier of the “virus” was. 

 Students learned human systems integration (HSI) 
techniques to test and measure the usability of two 
different alarm clocks. 

It was amazing to see how excited the students were when 
faced with each challenge. From what I observed from the 
students in my group, they all genuinely wanted to learn and 
do the best they could with each task. 

Each activity discussed an aspect of STEM (science, 
technology, engineering, and mathematics) at a level the 
students could understand. I was then able to engage the 
students in how these concepts are used or applied in my 
career, such as the effects of weather and environmental 
aspects when launching the water rocket or the importance of 
adjusting testing efforts based on the needs and wants of the 
customer. 

I was pleasantly surprised by the number of questions I 
was asked and the amount of interest that was shown. The 
students were then able to put forth what they had learned. It 
truly was a great opportunity for these students and they had 
fun with it, as did I. 

Overall, the students learned a lot throughout the NDEP 
VDP Summer Academy program and were able to get a 
hands-on approach with different STEM activities. So now 
when people say to them “What are you going to do with a 
math/science degree?” they can answer knowledgeably and 
confidently. 

In the end there were rockets launching, towers smashing, 
robots moving, and children smiling, laughing, and learning, 
these are the things I looked forward to every day during the 
Dahlgren NDEP VDP Summer Academy Program and look 
forward to doing for years to come. 

Broadcast Clip – The Importance Of STEM 
(YOUTUBE 17 JUL 12) U.S. Navy YouTube Channel 
Chief of Naval Research, Rear Adm. Nevin Carr, and 

Secretary of the Navy Ray Mabus discuss the importance of 
science, technology, engineering and math (STEM) education. 

View Clip (RT: 1:13) 
 
Tackling Obesity, for Security’s Sake by Lisa Daniel 

from Family Matters (American Forces Press Service), 
July 23 

It’s not often there is a national call to action over a 
matter of national security, but that is what’s happening over 
America’s obesity problem. Luckily, there is no shortage of 
resources for all of us to do our part in addressing it. 

Concerns about the quick rise in obesity – some call it an 
epidemic -- and its potential to harm military readiness are not 
new. Ever since 100 retired generals and admirals formed the 
nonprofit organization “Mission: Readiness” and released its 
landmark 2010 report “Too Fat to Fight” to convince Congress 
to mandate healthy school lunches, federal officials, at least, 
have known of the military imperative to reverse the fat trend. 
The report included the services’ assessment that 75 percent of 
the nation’s 17- to 24-year-olds do not qualify for military 
service – mostly due to obesity. 

Those concerns were reiterated last month when the 
Bipartisan Policy Center released its report, “Lots to Lose,” 
which shows alarming trends not only in recruiting, but also in 
retention due to overweight problems. The report notes that 
nutrition concerns for service members and recruits factored 
into President Harry S. Truman’s decision to mandate the 
federal school lunch program. The focus then, however, was 
vitamin deficiencies. 

In the past two years, the movement has changed from 
alarm bells to action as public officials, including Defense 
Department leaders, carry the issue from Washington to cities, 
towns and military installations across the country. Last week, 
First Lady Michelle Obama took her “Let’s Move” campaign 
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to Philadelphia to announce locally-based public-private 
initiatives that include things like closing a city street to traffic 
to make a “safe play” place, challenging residents to a city-
wide diet, bringing farmers’ markets to low-income areas and 
holding information campaigns about the nutritional content of 
foods. 

DOD has made similar changes, requiring all of its 
schools and daycare centers to give children meals 
emphasizing fruits and vegetables, restrict TV and computer 
time, ensure daily exercise and ban sweetened drinks. 

Also last week, Charles E. Milam, principal deputy 
assistant secretary for military community and family 
programs, met with military food and beverage workers for 
their annual workshop and directed that they ensure that 
dining facilities and other installation eateries give healthy 
choices that also fit into today’s fast-paced culture. Also, 
Military OneSource offers free nutrition and fitness training to 
service members and their families. 

In promoting Let’s Move, the first lady often talks about 
changing American culture toward healthier living. That’s 
where families come in. As I talk to military spouses and other 
parents, most agree that one of our toughest challenges is in 
challenging the idea that “kid-friendly” cuisine is limited to 
pizza, fries and chicken nuggets. Changing the culture will 
mean cutting back on the all-too-easy and inexpensive drive-
through meals. It will mean cooking healthy and encouraging 
kids to try new things – even when your child’s friends are 
over. Changing the culture means challenging the notion that 
kids need snacks for every event – soccer, Scouts, etc. – even 
when the event only lasts an hour. And it means asking 
teachers to discourage parents from bringing cupcakes in the 
classroom for every birthday, especially when there are 30 
kids in a class. 

I’ve had to do all these things in the year and half since 
my daughter was diagnosed with Type I diabetes. It’s not easy 
to make these kinds of changes that affect the whole family, 
but it can be done. Now, at age 9, my daughter has memorized 
carbohydrate counts of many foods -- there are great carb and 
calorie counters on the market. She also recognizes foods high 
in sugar, salt and fat, and understands how much better she 
feels eating eggs for breakfast instead of pancakes or 
doughnuts. 

Granted, she would not have learned all this without being 
forced to, and that is where the campaign against obesity 
comes in. With the right information – and there is plenty out 
there – Americans can change the tide on obesity and its many 
related problems. Even young children can tell if half of their 
plate is made up of fruits and vegetables, or count whether 
they’ve eaten five in a day. They can know that sweet drinks – 
including juice – is best saved for rare occasions, or if you 
have dessert at lunch you should skip it at dinner. 

The cultural change Mrs. Obama speaks of will mean they 
have the information they need and the support of family and 
friends. Some great websites for information are the 
Agriculture Department’s “Choose My Plate,”Healthy Kids, 
Healthy Futures, and the National Institute of Health’s Health, 
Lung and Blood Institute. 

 
 
 

YOUR Navy Operating Forward: Gulf of Aden, Souda 
Bay, Pacific Ocean from Navy Live, July 23 

Right now your Navy is 100% on watch around the globe 
helping to preserve the American way of life. Whether it be 
operating and training in the waters off the coast of Virginia 
or forward deployed to the South China Sea, the flexibility and 
presence provided by our U.S. naval forces provides national 
leaders with great options for protecting and maintaining our 
national security and interests around the world. The imagery 
below highlights the Navy’s ability to provide those options by 
operating forward. 

 The guided-missile destroyer USS Jason Dunham 
(DDG 109) and a Turkish navy patrol boat operate in 
the Black Sea during Exercise Sea Breeze 2012. 

 An SH-60B Sea Hawk helicopter assigned to 
Helicopter Anti-Submarine Squadron Light (HSL) 48 
prepares to take off from the flight deck of the Oliver 
Hazard Perry-class guided-missile frigate USS 
Underwood (FFG 36). 

 The guided missile destroyer USS Cole (DDG 67) 
arrives for a scheduled port visit to Souda Bay during 
a scheduled deployment in the U.S. 6th Fleet area of 
responsibility. 

 An EA-18G Growler assigned to the Zappers of 
Airborne Electronic Attack Squadron (VAQ) 130 
lands aboard the aircraft carrier USS Harry S. 
Truman (CVN 75). Harry S. Truman is underway 
conducting flight deck certification. 

 The aircraft carrier USS Nimitz (CVN 68) is 
underway during the Great Green Fleet 
demonstration portion of the Rim of the Pacific 
(RIMPAC) 2012 exercise. 

 The guided-missile frigate USS Taylor conducts 
simultaneous vertical replenishment and 
replenishment at sea operations with Military sealift 
Command fast combat support ship USNS Supply 
(T-AOE 6). 

View Gallery (6 Photos) 
Your Navy TODAY – Guantanamo Bay, Pacific 

Ocean, Black Sea, Suez Canal, July 19 
On any given day, in your Navy, our team of more than 

600,000 professional Sailors and Civilians are working 
together around the globe to perform our mission: deter 
aggression and, if deterrence fails, win our Nation’s wars. It is 
not possible to share every aspect of this global team but, 
through this blog, we offer you a glimpse of what these men 
and women do. 

 An MH-60S Sea Hawk helicopter assigned to 
Helicopter Sea Combat Squadron (HSC) 4 prepares 
to land during Rim of the Pacific (RIMPAC) 2012 
fast-rope training. 

 The Nimitz-class aircraft carrier USS Abraham 
Lincoln passes underneath the Friendship Bridge as 
the ship transits the Suez Canal. 

 Sailors assigned to the guided-missile destroyer USS 
Jason Dunham (DDG 109) operate a rigid-hull 
inflatable boat during a personnel transfer during 
Exercise Sea Breeze 2012 (SB12). 
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 The Military Sealift Command fleet replenishment 
oiler USNS Henry J. Kaiser (T-AO 187) is underway 
with the aircraft carrier USS Nimitz (CVN 68) during 
a replenishment at sea. 

 Secretary of the Navy (SECNAV) Ray Mabus 
embarks aboard the guided-missile cruiser USS 
Princeton (CG 59) during the Great Green Fleet 
demonstration portion of Rim of the Pacific 
(RIMPAC) 2012. 

 The Military Sealift Command fleet replenishment 
oiler USNS Henry J. Kaiser (T-AO 187), left, 
delivers a 50-50 blend of advanced biofuels and 
traditional petroleum-based fuel to the guided-missile 

cruiser USS Princeton (CG 59) during the Great 
Green Fleet demonstration portion of Rim of the 
Pacific (RIMPAC) 2012 exercise. 

 The Oliver Hazard Perry-class guided-missile frigate 
USS Underwood (FFG 36) visits Naval Station 
Guantanamo Bay, Cuba. 

 Family and friends wave as the guided-missile 
destroyer USS Oscar Austin (DDG 79) departs Naval 
Station Norfolk for a scheduled deployment 
conducting maritime operations in the U.S. 6th Fleet 
area of responsibility. 

View Gallery (8 Photos) 

Return to Index 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Fire On Nuclear Sub At Maine Shipyard Hurts 7 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 24 MAY 12) 

KITTERY, Maine -- A fire on a nuclear-powered submarine at a Maine shipyard has injured seven people, including five 
firefighters. 

 
2. 13 Commands To Start Breath Testing Thursday 
(NAVY TIMES 23 MAY 12) ... Mark D. Faram 

The Navy will kick off its Breathalyzer beta test on Thursday at 13 commands. The tests, which include the U.S. Fleet Forces 
Command staff and 12 other units, were announced Wednesday. 

 
3. Harvard ROTC Commissions Four Officers 
(HARVARD MAGAZINE 23 MAY 12) 

In the year the Reserve Officers’ Training Corps returned to the University campus, four new officers from Harvard joined the 
armed forces of the United States during Commencement week. 

 
4. Fleet Week Kicks Off Parade Of Tall Ships As City Hosts Thousands In Town To Celebrate The 
200th Anniversary Of The War Of 1812 
Dozens of jet fighters help welcome an estimated 6,000 service members to New York City 
(NEW YORK DAILY NEWS 23 MAY 12) ... Rich Schapiro and Corky Siemaszko 

Wind filling their sails, a flotilla of elegant tall ships that once ruled the seas swept out of the past and into New York Harbor on 
Wednesday to mark the start of OpSail 2012 and Fleet Week New York. 

 

CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
5. USS Carl Vinson Strike Group Returns To San Diego 
(SAN DIEGO CITY NEWS SERVICE 23 MAY 12) 

SAN DIEGO - The aircraft carrier USS Carl Vinson, guided-missile cruiser USS Bunker Hill and guided-missile destroyer USS 
Halsey returned to San Diego Wednesday after a deployment of nearly six months. 

 
6. Strike Fighter Squadron 81 Returns 
(WAVY NBC NORFOLK 23 MAY 12) ... Art Kohn 

HAMPTON ROADS, Va. - They call themselves the "Sunliners" but the skies were mostly cloudy when Squadron 81 arrived 
home Wednesday afternoon. 

 
7. USS Sullivans Welcomed Home To Mayport 
(FLORIDA TIMES-UNION 22 MAY 12) ... William Browning 

A young and nervous Amanda Dewitt was in a crowd Tuesday at Mayport Naval Station. She was pacing and bouncing her infant 
son on her right arm and, like 500 or so other people, waiting. 

 
8. USS Bremerton To Visit Namesake City 
(KITSAP SUN 23 MAY 12) 

BREMERTON — The Los Angeles-class attack submarine USS Bremerton is scheduled to arrive at Naval Base Kitsap's Pier 
Delta at 10 a.m. Friday. 
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9. USS New Orleans Arrives In Hong Kong For Port Visit 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 23 MAY 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Gabriel Owens, USS New Orleans Public Affairs 

HONG KONG -- The amphibious transport dock ship USS New Orleans (LPD 18) and embarked Marines assigned to the 11th 
Marine Expeditionary Unit (MEU) arrived in Hong Kong for a port visit, May 23. 

 
10. U.S. Navy Vessel Calls At Walvis Bay 
(NEW ERA (NAMIBIA) 24 MAY 12) ... Eveline de Klerk 

WALVIS BAY - The high-speed U.S. Navy vessel, HSV Swift arrived on Tuesday at the Port of Walvis Bay from Congo-
Brazzaville as part of ongoing international efforts through the African Partnership Station (APS) programme to assist African 
countries to improve maritime safety and security. 

 
11. Navy Riverines To Train On Intracoastal Waterway 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 23 MAY 12) ... Corinne Reilly 

CHESAPEAKE -- Navy riverines plan to hold training exercises beginning next week along the Intracoastal Waterway in 
Chesapeake. 

 

GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
12. Sea-Treaty Vote Put Off Till After U.S. Election 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 24 MAY 12) ... Julian Barnes 

WASHINGTON—A key Senate Democratic leader said he won't push for a vote on the politically divisive Law of the Sea treaty 
before the presidential election in November, but will seek to line up support for ratification in the coming months. 

 
13. Republicans Bristle At Vote On Sea Treaty During Lame Duck 
(THE HILL 23 MAY 12) ... Julian Pecquet 

Senate Republicans reacted with outrage Wednesday at news that Democrats will wait until after the presidential election to bring 
the controversial Law of the Sea Treaty to a vote. 

 
14. U.S.: China's Sea Claims Exceed What Treaty Permits 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 23 MAY 12) ... Matthew Pennington 

WASHINGTON -- Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton says U.S. failure to approve the U.N. Convention on the Law of 
the Sea weakens its advocacy for allies in the disputed South China Sea. 

 
15. Chinese Public Vents Fury At North Korea Over Seizure Of Boats 
But fishermen's ordeal unlikely to alter Beijing's alliance with Pyongyang 
(WASHINGTON POST 24 MAY 12) ... Keith B. Richburg 

BEIJING - The plight of 28 Chinese fishermen who were kidnapped, robbed, stripped and held for 13 days by North Koreans has 
inflamed Chinese public opinion, with many Internet users taking to microblogging sites to question the Beijing government's close 
relationship with its reclusive ally in Pyongyang. 

 
16. Nationalists Risk Exacerbating South China Sea Tensions 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 23 MAY 12) ... Shibani Mahtani and Josephine Cuneta 

As tensions remain high between the Philippines and China over competing territorial claims in the South China Sea, some 
nationalists in the Southeast Asian nation are looking for ways to take matters into their own hands. 

 
17. Philippines Accuses China Of Fanning Sea Tensions 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 23 MAY 12) ... Brian Spegele 

BEIJING—The Philippines accused China of further ratcheting up tensions in a disputed portion of the South China Sea after it 
said dozens of Chinese vessels had been deployed there in recent days, despite a fishing moratorium. 

 
18. Four Navy Ships In South China Sea To Mark Indian Presence 
(TIMES OF INDIA 24 MAY 12) ... Indrani Bagchi 

NEW DELHI -- Despite getting out of oil exploration blocks in the South China Sea, India is keen to maintain a strong role for 
itself in the region. 

 
19. S. Korea, Australia Set For First Joint Naval Drill Next Week 
(YONHAP NEWS AGENCY (S.KOREA) 24 MAY 12) 

SEOUL -- The South Korean and Australian navies will hold their first joint drill next week off the southern coast of South 
Korea, officials said Thursday, amid concern that North Korea may conduct a third nuclear test. 
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20. Russia Tests New Missile To Counter U.S. Shield 
(NEW YORK TIMES 24 MAY 12) ... Andrew E. Kramer 

MOSCOW — Russia’s military reported a successful test on Wednesday of a new type of intercontinental ballistic missile that 
generals said was designed to overpower the American missile defense system. 

 
21. Pakistan Acknowledges Sea-Based Nuclear Deterrent 
(DEFENSE NEWS 23 MAY 12) ... Usman Ansari 

ISLAMABAD — Pakistan has acknowledged the existence of a sea-based nuclear deterrent with the recent inauguration of the 
Headquarters of the Naval Strategic Force Command (NSFC) by the head of the Navy, Adm. Asif Sandhila. 

 
22. Iran Face-Off Drives New Naval Small Ship Focus 
(REUTERS 23 MAY 12) ... Peter Apps 

WASHINGTON - For decades, Western navies have built ever larger, more expensive warships. Those vessels now look 
increasingly vulnerable to thousands of small, fast Iranian attack boats that could dominate the Gulf in the event conflict there. 

 
23. Iran Navy Helps U.S. Ship Attacked By Pirates In Middle East 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 23 MAY 12) ... Michelle Wiese Bockmann 

Iran's navy helped a U.S.-flagged cargo ship that was attacked by pirates off the United Arab Emirates, according to the vessel's 
owner, Maersk Line Ltd. 

 
24. Navy Demands New Patrol Boats To Protect Gas Rigs 
"To protect the Tamar and Leviathan wells, we need huge amounts of money, which might raise questions 
whether the wells are viable." 
(GLOBES (ISRAEL) 23 MAY 12) ... Yuval Azulai 

The Israel Navy is demanding new fast, long-endurance patrol boats to protect natural gas rigs in Israel's exclusive economic zone 
(EEZ). It wants patrol boats with large crews, a range of weaponry, state-of-the-art search and warning systems, and helicopter 
landing pads, a defense source told "Globes." 

 

PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
25. NAVSTA Norfolk Hosts Navy's First CSADD Rally 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 24 MAY 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Petty Officer Indra Bosko, Navy Public Affairs 
Support Element East 

NORFOLK, Va. -- Sailors from various naval bases around the world kicked off the Navy's first Coalition of Sailors Against 
Destructive Decisions (CSADD) rally at Naval Station Norfolk, May 22-23. 

 
26. D.C. Mustangs Hold Commissioning Information Roundup 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 23 MAY 12) ... Defense Media Activity Pentagon Bureau 

ARLINGTON, Va. -- Enlisted Sailors from around the Washington, D.C., area attended a commissioning programs job fair 
hosted by the National Capitol Region Mustang Association on Joint Base Myer-Henderson Hall, May 23. 

 
27. DoD Peak Moving Season Is Now 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 23 MAY 12) ... NAVSUP Global Logistics Support 

SAN DIEGO -- The summer months herald the busiest move season of the year as hundreds of thousands of Department of 
Defense (DoD) and U.S. Coast Guard (USCG) service members receive orders to new assignments across the nation and worldwide. 

 
28. Petty Officer List Coming; Nearly 30K Moving Up 
(NAVY TIMES 23 MAY 12) ... Mark D. Faram 

Navy Personnel will release the names of nearly 30,000 sailors who will advance from the March active-duty petty officer exams. 
 

29. Son Won't Let Go After Navy Father's Surprise Homecoming In Jacksonville 
His deployment over, a dad takes part in a surprise for his kids at school. 
(FLORIDA TIMES-UNION 23 MAY 12) ... Matt Soergel 

Wyatt Snyder wasn't going to let go of his dad. Not on this miraculous day. 
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30. Local Sailor Gets Invitation To White House 
Petty Officer 1st Class Ann Foster Invited To Reception For Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender Pride 
Month 
(KGTV ABC SAN DIEGO 23 MAY 12) 

SAN DIEGO -- Amid headlines over President Obama's stance on gay marriage, a local Sailor has snagged a once-in-a-lifetime 
invite from the White House. 

 
31. Navy Starting Cornerback Dismissed 
(ANNAPOLIS CAPITAL GAZETTE 23 MAY 12) ... Bill Wagner 

Football player David Sperry, who started all 12 games last season at cornerback, has been dismissed from the Naval Academy. 
Multiple sources told Capital Gazette Communications that Sperry, an honorable mention All-Independent selection in 2011, was 
dismissed due to a violation of the academy’s drug policy. 

 

FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
32. New Study Outlines How The Military Could Create A Leaner, Less Expensive Force 
(NEW YORK TIMES 23 MAY 12) ... Thom Shanker 

WASHINGTON — The war in Iraq is over. The war in Afghanistan is winding down. Today, the challenge facing the Pentagon 
is identifying the best military plans in an era to be defined by economic austerity. The world will be just as dangerous, but in 
different, even more unexpected ways, than in the years after the Sept. 11 attacks, when the Defense Department had a virtual blank 
check to pay for its programs. 

 
33. CSIS: DOD Likely Faces Cuts In $1.2 Trillion To $1.5 Trillion Range 
(INSIDE THE PENTAGON 24 MAY 12) ... Christopher J. Castelli 

The drawdown facing the Defense Department in the next decade will likely total $1.2 trillion to $1.5 trillion, exceeding the 
Budget Control Act's sequestration scenario, according to a new report that criticizes the Pentagon's failure to plan for the cuts as a 
high-stakes gamble. 

 
34. Think Tank Calls For Major U.S. Defense Reductions 
(DEFENSE NEWS 23 MAY 12) ... Christopher P. Cavas 

In sharp contrast to Republican lawmakers’ strident calls to protect U.S. defense spending and even raise weapon budgets, a 
Washington think tank closely tied to the Obama administration is calling for significant reductions in many Pentagon programs, 
including the Joint Strike Fighter (JSF), the littoral combat ship and the Ground Combat Vehicle. 

 
35. McRaven Addresses SpecOps Technology Expo 
Event Draws Huge Crowd 
(NATIONAL DEFENSE 23 MAY 12) ... Eric Beidel 

TAMPA, Fla. – It's not every day that troops swoop down on a compound, catch the world's most notorious terrorist by surprise 
and kill him. 

 
36. Initial F-35 Training Cadre Starts JSF Transition 
(FLIGHT GLOBAL 23 MAY 12) ... Dave Majumdar 

WASHINGTON D.C. -- Initial training cadre pilots at the U.S. Air Force's 33rd Fighter Wing at Eglin AFB, Florida, have started 
converting over to the Lockheed Martin F-35 Lightning II. Previously, only two test pilots, U.S. Marine Corps Maj Joseph Bachmann 
and USAF Lt Col Eric Smith, were flying at the sea-side base. 

 

BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
37. Ships Sail Into New York City For Fleet Week Celebration 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 23 MAY 12) ... Navy Region Mid-Atlantic Public Affairs 

NEW YORK -- Six U.S. Navy ships, three U.S. Coast Guard cutters and 12 coalition ships from around the world sailed into New 
York harbor to commence Fleet Week New York 2012, May 23. 

 
38. Tall Ships Lead The Way In New York's Fleet Week 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 23 MAY 12) ... Mariano Andrade 

NEW YORK — A flotilla of tall ships from around the world sailed Wednesday into New York Harbor, kicking off annual Fleet 
Week celebrations and marking the bicentennial of the War of 1812. 
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39. Staten Island Awash In Ships And Sailors 
(STATEN ISLAND ADVANCE 23 MAY 12) ... Paul Liotta and Keely Mohin 

STATEN ISLAND, N.Y. -- Their ships snugly berthed following the nautical parade that heralded Fleet Week 2012, Sailors in 
their summer whites strode the Stapleton pier today. 

 
40. USS Constitution Sailors Depart For New York Fleet Week 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 23 MAY 12) ... Seaman Michael Achterling, USS Constitution Public Affairs 

CHARLESTOWN, Mass. -- Sailors assigned to USS Constitution will be participating in New York Fleet Week, May 23-25. 
 

41. Service Members Visit Boys & Girls Club Of Harlem To Educate On War Of 1812 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 23 MAY 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Katherine Hofman, Chief of Naval Personnel 
Public Affairs 

NEW YORK -- Sailors, Marines and Coast Guardsmen visited Fredrick Douglas Academy in Harlem to share their experiences of 
serving in the maritime services during the kick-off of Fleet Week New York City 2012, May 23. 

 
42. Remembering America's 'Second War Of Independence' 
Some local Memorial Day events recall War of 1812 
(ANDOVER (MA) EAGLE-TRIBUNE 23 MAY 12) ... Jonathan Phelps 

It's been 200 years since the War of 1812, but its impact still rings out today through the words of our National Anthem. 
 

43. BRAC Fight May Not Be Over, DoD Official Says 
(FEDERAL TIMES 23 MAY 12) ... Andy Medici 

The Defense Department is still pushing for two more rounds of base realignments and closures despite opposition from 
Congress, according to a senior Pentagon official. 

 
44. Public Invited To Welcome USS Mississippi Sub Friday 
(BILOXI (MS) SUN HERALD 23 MAY 12) ... Michael Newsom 

The public is invited to welcome the new $2 billion USS Mississippi nuclear submarine as it arrives in Pascagoula on Friday, 
which is a week ahead of its June 2 commissioning. 

 
45. Sailors Aboard The USS Mississippi To Volunteer In Pascagoula With Habitat For Humanity 
(PASCAGOULA (MS) PRESS 23 MAY 12) ... Susan Ruddiman 

PASCAGOULA, Mississippi - A group of Sailors from the USS Mississippi (SSN 782) will volunteer with Habitat for Humanity 
of the Mississippi Gulf Coast while the ship is docked in Pascagoula awaiting the upcoming commissioning ceremony set for 
Saturday, June 2. 

 
46. Navy Sub Commander, Firefighter Set To Speak At Marblehead Memorial Day 
(MARBLEHEAD (MA) REPORTER 23 MAY 12) ... Kris Olson 

MARBLEHEAD — A decorated Navy submarine commander and a local firefighter and Gulf War veteran will be the featured 
speakers as Marblehead marks Memorial Day Monday. 

 
47. Navy SEALs Challenge Montgomery Students With Life Lessons 
(WASHINGTON POST 23 MAY 12) ... Alex Ruoff and Peggy McEwan 

It was mind over matter for the 40 high school students who jumped into the swimming pool on Saturday at Martin Luther King 
Jr. Swim Center in Silver Spring. 

 
48. Blue Ridge Chefs Defend Iron Chef Title 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 23 MAY 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Mel Orr, USS Blue Ridge Public Affairs 

USS BLUE RIDGE, At Sea -- Culinary specialists aboard U.S. 7th Fleet flagship USS Blue Ridge (LCC 19) competed in a 
cooking contest on May 20, for the opportunity to compete in an upcoming "Iron Chef" cooking competition filmed in Bangkok, 
Thailand. 

 

NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
49. Military Will Remain Strong With Cuts, Obama Tells Cadets 
(NEW YORK TIMES 24 MAY 12) ... Peter Baker 

COLORADO SPRINGS — President Obama vowed on Wednesday to keep the military strong even as he winds down the wars 
of the last decade and takes the budget knife to Pentagon spending in an age of increasing government austerity. 
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50. U.S. Appeals Court Clarifies Piracy Definition 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 23 MAY 12) ... Steve Szkotak 

RICHMOND, Va. — A federal appeals court ruled Wednesday on the legal definition of piracy, saying an armed attack on a U.S. 
vessel can be considered piracy even if no one ever boards or robs the ship. 

 
51. GAO: Military's Disability Evaluation System Has Gotten Steadily Slower 
(STARS AND STRIPES 23 MAY 12) ... Leo Shane III 

WASHINGTON — Efforts to simplify and speed up the military’s disability evaluation system have instead produced a slower, 
more frustrating process, according to data released by Congress on Wednesday. 

 
52. This Kiss: 'Kissing Sailor,' 'Lone Sailor' Meet In Waterloo 
(WATERLOO CEDAR FALLS (IA) COURIER 23 MAY 12) ... Austin Ashlock 

CEDAR FALLS --- On Aug. 14, 1945, millions of Americans rejoiced at the end of World War II, but perhaps none more than 
U.S. Navy Sailor George Mendonsa. 

 
53. 1st Black To Graduate From Naval Academy Dies 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 23 MAY 12) 

ANNAPOLIS, Md. -- Retired Lt. Cmdr. Wesley Brown, the first African-American to graduate from the U.S. Naval Academy, 
has died, the Academy said. He was 85. 

 
54. Navy Keeps Hollywood On Course 
(POLITICO 23 MAY 12) ... Austin Wright 

When it comes to Hollywood, the Navy knows its way down the red carpet. 
 

55. GOP Questions Help Given For Bin Laden Film 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 24 MAY 12) ... Peter Nicholas and Erica Orden 

Republicans pressed for more details Wednesday after newly released emails and government documents showed the Obama 
administration offered filmmakers working on a movie about the killing of Osama bin Laden a chance to speak with a SEAL Team 
Six commander involved in planning the raid on the terrorist compound in Pakistan. 

 

OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
56. Fleet Week 2012 
(NEW YORK POST 23 MAY 12) ... Editorial 

The tall ships are back — and so are six US Navy warships and hundreds of Sailors and Marines arriving in town today for the 
launch of Fleet Week. 

 
57. A Navy SEAL's Wise Advice To Graduates 
(CNN 23 MAY 12) ... William J. Bennett 

Each spring, I monitor the list of commencement speakers at our nation's leading colleges and universities. Who is chosen, and 
who is not, tells us a lot about academia's perception of the most important voices in America. 

 
58. Why Doesn't The F-35 Program Follow The Rules? 
(AOL DEFENSE 23 MAY 12) ... Rep. Todd Akin 

Why would the most expensive defense acquisition program in American history not be required to follow the rules? The F-35 
Joint Strike Fighter is the future fighter for the Air Force, Navy and Marine Corps. The program has been repeatedly reorganized due 
to growing costs and schedule delays. This year the President's budget requested $9.1 billion for the continued development and 
acquisition of the F-35. 

 
59. Nuclear Weapons Just Don’t Make Sense 
(WASHINGTON POST 24 MAY 12) ... Walter Pincus 

Nuclear weapons are terror weapons, and basically unusable. 
 

60. The Law Of The Sea 
(FINANCIAL TIMES (UK) 23 MAY 12) ... Editorial 

When Pentagon chiefs agree with leading business groups, the U.S. establishment has reached consensus. For the third time in 20 
years, the U.S. Senate this week set the ball rolling to ratify the UN Convention on the Law of the Sea. Only a handful of countries, 
including Iran, North Korea and Venezuela, have refused to sign. Both the U.S. Chamber of Commerce and the military chiefs want it. 
Yet it is unclear whether the White House will secure the two-thirds majority it needs. 
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61. This Memorial Day, Show Military You Care 
(USA TODAY 24 MAY 12) ... Kathryn Roth-Douquet 

Monday, we'll observe the 11th Memorial Day in a row while at war--the longest period of combat in our nation's history. For the 
1% who serve and their families, this duty is not yet in the rear-view mirror. Even with end of the Iraq War, and the drawing down of 
the Afghan conflict, the stress of multiple deployments continues, along with the anxiety of eventually reintegrating into U.S. society. 

 

BBLLOOGGSS::  
62. EXCERPTS FROM BLOGS AROUND THE WORLD 
(PUBLISHED 21 MAY – 24 MAY 12) 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Fire On Nuclear Sub At Maine Shipyard Hurts 7 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 24 MAY 12) 

KITTERY, Maine -- A fire on a nuclear-powered 
submarine at a Maine shipyard has injured seven people, 
including five firefighters. 

Crews responded at about 5:40 p.m. Wednesday to the 
USS Miami SSN 755 at the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard on an 
island in Kittery, a town near Portsmouth, N.H. 

Rear Admiral Rick Breckenridge said the fire was out 
Thursday morning and the shipyard was open as usual. He 
said the three shipyard firefighters, two civilian firefighters 
and two crew members received minor injuries and were in 
good shape. 

Breckenridge said the fire started in the four forward 
compartments, which include living and command and control 
spaces. The sub's reactor wasn't operating at the time and was 
unaffected. No weapons were on board. 

The cause is under investigation. 
Nuclear Sub At Portsmouth Shipyard Burns; At Least 

Six Hurt 
Fire On Nuclear Sub Goes To 4 Alarms 
(PORTSMOUTH (NH) HERALD 24 MAY 12) Joey Cresta 
KITTERY, Maine — A fire in a $900 million nuclear 

submarine stationed at the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard caused 
injuries to six people and continued to burn late into the night 
Wednesday. 

The cause of the fire in the nuclear-powered USS Miami 
attack submarine remained unknown as of an 11:30 p.m. press 
conference, said Capt. Bryant Fuller, commander of the 
shipyard. 

“While the fire is not out, the situation is improving,” 
Fuller said. 

Shipyard firefighters were first called to the dry docks at 
5:41 p.m. The fire started in the forward compartment, which 
Fuller said consists of primarily living quarters and command 
and control spaces. All nonessential personnel were ordered to 
evacuate, officials said. 

Just after 10 p.m., the fire aboard the submarine, docked 
at Dry Dock 2, went to four alarms and fire dispatchers were 
describing the fire as “moderate.” 

Fuller said that the ship's reactor was not operating at the 
time of the fire and remained in a safe and stable condition 
throughout the event. There were no weapons aboard, he said. 
Kittery Police Chief Paul Callaghan said the shipyard made no 
requests for police to evacuate residents in the area and there 
was no danger to the community. 

According to Fuller, there were six reported injuries, 
including one firefighter who suffered from heat exhaustion. 
“He is conscious and alert,” Fuller said. 

The shipyard commander said that due to the heat created 
from the fire, steam linked to the firefighting effort was 
emitting from the vessel. 

All personnel were accounted for and those who were 
injured were either treated at the scene or taken to the hospital. 
Ambulances from multiple Seacoast fire departments arrived 
and departed from the shipyard throughout the night. 

“We have received firefighter assistance from numerous 
Seacoast communities and we appreciate the tremendous 
support,” Fuller said. 

Responding agencies included an engine and foam trailer 
from Logan International Airport in Boston, Mass. According 
to the Boston Sparks Association, a fire buff club founded in 
1938, an engine from the submarine base in Groton, Conn., 
was also responding. Apparatus from Hanscom Air Force 
Base in Massachusetts arrived shortly after 11 p.m. 

Residents in some parts of Kittery reported a smell of 
burning plastic in the air, and sirens from fire apparatus were 
heard throughout the night. 

Smoke and steam continued to billow from the shipyard 
late into the night and was visible from areas such as Peirce 
Island in Portsmouth, N.H., and the Interstate 95 Bridge. 
Peirce Island attracted many people eager to get a view of the 
fire until police officers shut it down to the public, citing 
safety concerns. 

The shipyard gates remained open late Wednesday night, 
and Fuller said workers should prepare to report to their jobs 
as normal in the morning. More information will be released 
as it becomes available, he said. 

“A full investigation will be conducted,” he said, noting 
that local, state and federal officials were notified and that 
Maine and New Hampshire officials were in the shipyard 
command center. 

The USS Miami (SSN 755) and her crew of 13 officers 
and 120 enlisted personnel arrived at the Navy Yard on March 
1 to undergo maintenance work and system upgrades. 

It is the third vessel named for the city of Miami and the 
fifth “improved” Los Angeles-class nuclear-powered 
submarine, according to the Navy. The Miami was 
commissioned June 30, 1990, and its home port is Groton, 
Conn. 

The submarine's commanding officer is Commander 
Roger E. Meyer, who assumed command on Sept. 20, 2010. 
The Miami's host community is Sanford. 

According to U.S. Navy specifications, the ship weighs in 
at 7,102 tons submerged, is 360 feet long and can travel up to 
32 knots while submerged. The Electric Boat Division of 
General Dynamics Corporation in Groton, Conn., built the 
submarine, which was first launched Nov. 12, 1988. The 
single-propeller ship features a single nuclear reactor 
propulsion system. It carries an armament of Tomahawk 
missiles and Harpoon missiles and has the capacity to lay 
mines. 

Tom Clancy's non-fiction book, “Submarine: A guided 
tour inside a nuclear warship,” published in 1993, was based 
on the USS Miami. 

Broadcast Clip - U.S. Nuclear Sub's Reactor Is 'Stable' 
After Fire 

(BBC NEWS 24 MAY 12) 
At least six people have been injured after a fire broke out 

on a U.S. nuclear submarine at a dockyard in the state of 
Maine. 

Capt. Bryant Fuller from the U.S. Navy said that the 
nuclear reactor on the USS Miami had not been operational at 
the time and was in a "safe and stable condition". 

The submarine was in the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard for 
maintenance and upgrades. 
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View Clip (RT: 1:10)  
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2. 13 Commands To Start Breath Testing Thursday 
(NAVY TIMES 23 MAY 12) ... Mark D. Faram 

The Navy will kick off its Breathalyzer beta test on 
Thursday at 13 commands. The tests, which include the U.S. 
Fleet Forces Command staff and 12 other units, were 
announced Wednesday. 

Rear Adm. Mark D. Guadagnini, FFC’s deputy 
commander for fleet management, met with the 
representatives of all the selected units for the initial fleet 
introduction. Testing will run for the rest of the fiscal year. 

“Commands will start collecting data tomorrow, May 24, 
and we expect to wrap up the beta test on Sept. 30,” said Fleet 
Master Chief (AW/NAC) Mike Stevens, the top enlisted sailor 
at FFC. “Once the tests are complete, we will submit the data 
and the proposed Navy-wide policy up the chain to leadership, 
who will decide the next step.” 

When the Navy’s leadership announced the program in 
February, they said it was expected be fielded Navy-wide by 
December, a timetable officials said still stands. 

During the initial beta test, Stevens said the participating 
commands will be required to submit their testing data to FFC 
once a week. FFC will compile the data throughout the test 
and, as the lead command, will create a final report and 
recommend a Navy-wide policy to the brass in Washington. 

The commands will be required to have an in-person 
meeting halfway through the beta test to compare notes. 

“But we’re expecting these commands will interact with 
us throughout the text cycle if they have questions or to clarify 
details they’re not sure of,” Stevens said. 

Stevens also pointed out the program isn’t designed to be 
punitive, as is the Navy’s drug testing policy, and isn’t a new 
way to cut sailors from the ranks. 

“This isn’t about eliminating responsible alcohol use,” he 
said. “This is an education and prevention tool only.” 

By promoting responsibility, Navy leaders are hoping the 
testing can reduce alcohol-related incidents in the ranks such 
as drunk driving. Alcohol use is also present in nearly half of 
all reported sexual assault cases. 

Three active warships and one fleet auxiliary will be the 
afloat testing platforms. Those include an aircraft carrier, a 
large-deck amphibious assault ship and a submarine along 
with a fleet ocean going tug under the Military Sealift 
Command. Rounding out the deploying units will be a 
helicopter squadron and an assault craft unit. 

Of the remaining commands, two are fleet staffs, while 
the other are training and shore commands of various sizes. 

“We think this cross-section is a good representation of 
the Navy and fleet in general,” Stevens said. 

Although Fleet Forces Command has the lead in running 
the test, it also included itself in the testing. 

“We need to lead by example,” Stevens said. “We felt that 
was the appropriate thing to do.” 

Participating Commands 
The 13 sea duty and shore commands who will initially 

participate in the beta test are: 

• Carrier George H.W. Bush. 

• Amphibious assault ship Kearsarge. 

• Los Angeles-class submarine Montpelier. 

• USNS Apache (T-ATF-172). 

• Helicopter Sea Combat Squadron (HSC) 2. 

• Assault Craft Unit (ACU) 4. 

• Staff of Commander, Submarine Forces Atlantic. 

• Navy Expeditionary Intelligence Command. 

• Explosive Ordnance Disposal Training and 
Evaluation Unit (EODTEU) 2. 

• Navy Information Operations Command, Norfolk. 

• Naval Computer and Telecommunications Area 
Master Station Atlantic. 

• Navy Operational Support Center, Norfolk. 

• USFF staff. 

Return to Index 
 

3. Harvard ROTC Commissions Four Officers 
(HARVARD MAGAZINE 23 MAY 12) 

In the year the Reserve Officers’ Training Corps returned 
to the University campus, four new officers from Harvard 
joined the armed forces of the United States during 
Commencement week. 

President Drew Faust and U.S. Secretary of the Navy Ray 
Mabus, J.D. ’75, spoke at today’s commissioning ceremony 
on the steps of Memorial Church, both underlining, in Faust’s 
words, the “essential connection between the military and the 
society it serves[, which] underscores why the military is 
important to Harvard and why Harvard is important to the 
military.” 

Navy veteran Bruce Johnstone ’62, M.B.A. ’66, 
representing the fiftieth-reunion College class, echoed that 
theme of service when he told the future officers, “Many of 
the people that you are going to be in charge of, right out of 
the gate, are not going to be as fortunate as you.…You’re 

going to be to them a teacher, you’re going to be a mentor, 
you’re going to be an inspiration—and you’re going to make a 
huge difference in the lives of an awful lot of people in your 
new life as commissioned officers. So congratulations, and 
thank you all very much!” 

Secretary Mabus, whom Faust called “an inspiring 
partner” who “reached out to me, believing that together we 
could” restore Harvard’s ROTC ties, said his presence at the 
commissioning ceremony represented “a circle completed.” 

More than 40 years earlier, he explained, when he 
reported to his first ship, in the Boston Naval Shipyard, as a 
brand-new officer, the nation was involved in a war which had 
split this country. The conflict over the purpose of that war 
spilled into a conflict over the people who served in it. And 
when I ended my military service and came to law school 
here, ROTC was gone. I am very proud that our country today 
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may debate the purpose of a war, but is united in the support 
of the warriors who fight. And I am proud to have been a 
partner with President Drew Faust… in bringing ROTC back 
to Harvard—one of the great delights I’ve had in this job. She 
has supported the military at Harvard and she has supported 
the inclusion of all communities at Harvard into military 
service… Both parties, Harvard and the military, have 
benefitted mightily from this partnership. The military should 
be representative of the country it protects, and a great 
university and its students should be exposed to the fullest 
range of ideas and experiences and perspectives. 

In her own brief remarks, Faust noted that both Captain 
Curtis Stevens, professor of naval science at MIT, and 
Lieutenant Colonel Timothy Hall, professor of military 
leadership at MIT, were leaving the ROTC program—Stevens 
for retirement and Hall for a new post in Germany. Calling 
them “not just wonderful teachers and mentors for our 
students, but wonderful colleagues—and diplomats,” she said 
she hoped both officers shared her pleasure “that they will 
have completed their time here with their official new titles: 
Director of Naval ROTC and Director of Army ROTC for 
Harvard University.” 

Faust, the daughter of a decorated veteran of World War 
II, also took pains to clarify why she felt ROTC belonged at 
Harvard. 

We have heard a great deal in the media this past year 
about the 1 percent—those at the pinnacle of the economic 
pyramid. I want us to think for just a moment about a quite 
different 1 percent. It actually is closer to one-half of 1 
percent. This is the proportion of the American population that 
is enrolled in the military. The Founding Fathers cautioned 
that we as a nation must not permit the military to become 
separated from its society and its citizenry. In the era of the 
All Volunteer Force, we must be particularly attentive to this 
imperative. And as Harvard seeks to shape that society and 
educate its citizens, it must necessarily be connected to its 
military. We must ensure that Harvard students understand 
military service as a choice to consider and honor, even if—
and perhaps especially if—they pursue other paths. And we 
hope that students from Harvard will dedicate themselves to 
military service in increasing numbers, using their remarkable 

talents to play a significant part in the responsibility and the 
privilege of defending our nation. 

“I am pleased,” she added, “to see that indication of 
interest in participation in ROTC from members of next year’s 
freshman class is very high, and I hope to see many of them 
on this stage four years from now.” 

This morning, however, Faust focused on the four “about-
to-be commissioned” officers sharing the stage with her: 

 U.S. Army second lieutenant Victoria Migdal ’12, of 
Eliot House and Pleasantville, New York, a 
neurobiology concentrator who will join the Medical 
Corps and attend medical school at Vanderbilt. 

 Second lieutenant Nicole Unis, of Lanesborough, 
Massachusetts, who has earned a Master of Liberal 
Arts degree in management, with a concentration in 
finance, from Harvard Extension School. She will 
join the Army Reserve in a military intelligence 
battalion. 

 U.S. Navy ensign Evan Roth ’12, of Dunster House 
and Canandaigua, New York, a government 
concentrator with a secondary field in East Asian 
studies who has also earned a language citation in 
Mandarin Chinese. He has been assigned to the USS 
Lassen, based in Yokosuka, Japan. 

 U.S. Air Force second lieutenant Isaiah Peterson ’12, 
of Cabot House and Spokane, a philosophy 
concentrator with a secondary field in organismic and 
evolutionary biology who has earned a language 
citation in Spanish. He joins the Judge Advocate 
General Corps and plans to attend law school at 
Georgetown. 

She presented them with copies of The Civil War: The 
Second Year Told by Those Who Lived It, and thanked them 
for their “choice to serve, a choice that will continue to 
distinguish you among your classmates and among your 
fellow citizens. I hope that each of you will take fullest 
advantage of the learning that you have gained here as you do 
the important work that lies before you. I congratulate you and 
I congratulate your families.” 

Return to Index 
 

4. Fleet Week Kicks Off Parade Of Tall Ships As City Hosts Thousands In Town To Celebrate The 200th 
Anniversary Of The War Of 1812 

Dozens of jet fighters help welcome an estimated 6,000 service members to New York City 
(NEW YORK DAILY NEWS 23 MAY 12) ... Rich Schapiro and Corky Siemaszko 

Wind filling their sails, a flotilla of elegant tall ships that 
once ruled the seas swept out of the past and into New York 
Harbor on Wednesday to mark the start of OpSail 2012 and 
Fleet Week New York. 

Up the Hudson River they proudly promenaded, drawing 
gasps of admiration from the crowds lining both banks. 

They were followed by mighty modern warships while 
the skies were creased by two dozen U.S. and Canadian jet 
fighters. 

Watching from Pier 84, military buff Ismael Pagan of 
Harlem provided a running commentary on the unfolding 
spectacle and cheered loudly. 

“I’m here to encourage our troops and thank them for 
serving and for protecting our freedom,” said Pagan, 44. 

Standing nearby, Jackie Corbin said she was there to 
welcome home one of those troops protecting our freedom — 
her 20-year-old son, Marine Lance Cpl. Ryan Corbin, who 
was arriving home from a tour in Afghanistan on the USS 
Wasp. 

“The majority of people in the U.S. have no idea of the 
sacrifice that all members of the military make,” she said. 

The young Marine was among 6,000 service members 
who descended on the city for the festivities. 

For Petty Officer Second Class Angel Garcia, it was good 
to be home. 

“My first one in years,” said Garcia, 38, of the Bronx, as 
he devoured a hot dog with onions. “It feels great to actually 
be back in my hometown and see my family.” 
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Marine Lance Cpl. Dennis Cox, who is 22 and from 
Harlem, said he’s looking to show his buddies a good time in 
Gotham. 

“You don’t get the opportunity to get all your Marines in 
one place, especially your friends who you went to combat 
with, and to show them your hometown,” Cox said. 

Petty Officer Second Class Joe Maydwell, a retired 
NYPD sergeant and Navy reservist based in the city, said “the 
Sailors will have a ton of fun.” 

“When you walk around New York City in a Sailor suit, 
you’re a chick magnet,” said Maydwell, 48. 

This is the first OpSail since 2000 and the sixth overall. 
The first was in 1976 to celebrate the U.S. Bicentennial. 

This year, the ships sailed in to mark the 200th 
anniversary of the War of 1812. 

View Gallery (15 Photos) 
View Clip (RT: 1:50) 
Broadcast Clip - Fleet Week New York 2012 

Celebration 
(YOUTUBE 23 MAY 12) CNRMAPAO 
The Big Apple is ramping up in grand New York style for 

this year's annual Fleet Week New York celebration, May 23 - 
30. Join us as more than 6,000 Sailors, Marines and Coast 

Guardsmen commemorate the bicentennial of the War of 
1812. Tall ships, naval vessels and the Blue Angels will offer 
a colorful display showcasing the latest capabilities of today's 
maritime services. For a listing of activities and events, visit 
www.fleetweeknewyork.com 

View Clip (RT: 0:48) 
Photo Gallery - 14 Stellar Photos Of Jets And Ships 

From Fleet Week, Day One 
(GOTHAMIST 23 MAY 12) 
The first batch of Fleet Week photos are here! Flickr user 

jphillipobrien2006 was on hand to capture the excitement of 
the arriving military ships and planes. In this first roundup 
we're enjoying some dramatic images of the U.S. Navy's Blue 
Angels air demonstration, a few F/A 18s and the delightful 
U.S. Coast Guard sailing vessel USCGC Eagle. 

View Gallery (14 Photos) 
Photo Gallery - The U.S. Navy Takes Manhattan For 

A Week. 
(REUTERS 23 MAY 12) 
View Gallery (20 Photos) 
Photo Gallery – Fleet Week Begins 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 23 MAY 12) 
View Slideshow (13 Photos) 

Return to Index 
 
 

CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
5. USS Carl Vinson Strike Group Returns To San Diego 
(SAN DIEGO CITY NEWS SERVICE 23 MAY 12) 

SAN DIEGO - The aircraft carrier USS Carl Vinson, 
guided-missile cruiser USS Bunker Hill and guided-missile 
destroyer USS Halsey returned to San Diego Wednesday after 
a deployment of nearly six months. 

Friends and family gathered for joyful reunions at Naval 
Air Station North Island for the Vinson and its 6,000-plus 
crew, and at Naval Station San Diego for the Bunker Hill and 
Halsey. 

"I'll take today over that day of leaving, it's unbearable," a 
Navy wife told a local tv station. "He's missed two 
Christmases, like three birthdays." 

However, for nearly 1,000 relatives of Sailors, the 
reunions came early when they flew to Hawaii to board the 
Vinson for what's known as a Tiger Cruise. During the Tiger 
Cruise, relatives lived aboard the carrier as the Sailors do 
during the final leg of their journey home, from Honolulu to 
San Diego. 

Air crews aboard the Carl Vinson flew nearly 1,100 
missions in support of Operation Enduring Freedom in 
Afghanistan during the deployment, including close air 
support missions, airborne electronic warfare missions and 
airborne command and control missions, according to the 
Navy. 

Pilots compiled around 6,600 flight hours during three 
months of operations in the North Arabian Sea earlier this 
year. 

"This was the ship's second deployment in 18 months, and 
the crew performed superbly," said Capt. Kent Whalen, the 
Vinson's commanding officer. "I could not be more proud of 
my crew." 

Their operations took place at a time of increasing 
tensions with Iran, which threatened to close the narrow Strait 

of Hormuz after economic sanctions began to affect its 
economy. 

The vessels sailed through the strait without incident. 
During a previous deployment, however, a Sailor aboard the 
Halsey went missing, and her body was recovered in the Gulf 
of Oman. Petty Officer Dominique Cruz, 26, of Panama City, 
Fla., was found dead a day after she was reported missing in 
January 2011. 

During the latest deployment, the Sailors also took part in 
exercises with Singapore, Britain, India and Australia and 
participated in humanitarian operations in several countries. 

The Bunker Hill's commander, Capt. Michael Ford, said 
his crew was excited to be home after serving as the primary 
air defense vessel for the Vinson Strike Group. 

Various squadrons from the air wing aboard the Vinson 
are also returning home to various bases across the country. 

The vessels left San Diego on Nov. 30. 
"It's a wonderful experience to come back home," a Navy 

commander from the aircraft carrier told News 8. "It's kind of 
indescribable after being gone for six months, and quite 
emotional, too." 

The Navy has 58 surface ships in San Diego, plus a half-
dozen submarines. The Vinson is San Diego's sole aircraft 
carrier until the USS Ronald Reagan returns early next year. 
The Reagan and its 2,500-person crew pulled out of San Diego 
in January and headed to Washington for maintenance work. 
By 2016, a third yet-to-be-named-carrier is expected to move 
into town. 

Last month, Rear Adm. Dixon Smith, the commander of 
Navy Region Southwest, said the Navy has a $30.5 billion 
annual economic impact on San Diego, and that 26 percent of 
all jobs in the region are Defense Department-related. 
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The Navy estimates that growth could result in 8,100 
more Sailors stationed in San Diego in the future, bringing 
with them 6,700 family members. 

Broadcast Clip - USS Carl Vinson Strike Group 
Returns To San Diego 

(KFMB CBS SAN DIEGO 23 MAY 12) Angelique Lizarde 
A very special welcome home to our men and women in 

uniform aboard the USS Carl Vinson and two other ships in its 
strike group. 

View Clip (RT: 2:26) 
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6. Strike Fighter Squadron 81 Returns 
(WAVY NBC NORFOLK 23 MAY 12) ... Art Kohn 

HAMPTON ROADS, Va. - They call themselves the 
"Sunliners" but the skies were mostly cloudy when Squadron 
81 arrived home Wednesday afternoon. 

It's funny how a six month deployment suddenly boils 
down to a short taxi and a long embrace. These are the 
moments that make it all worth while, for both the pilots and 
their families. 

"It's an experience that's hard to describe when you pull 
up in the jet and you shut down and you see em waving and 
your waving can't wait to give them a hug and a kiss,” LCDR 
Brad Converse told WAVY.com. 

"They've been an experience but we're happy and proud to 
do it,” Rebecca Converse, Navy wife said when WAVY.com 
asked her how it’s been these past six months. 

For the pilots of these F/A-18 Super Hornets, the past six 
months have been very busy, flying more than 1,500 missions 
or sorties. 238 of those sorties were combat missions over 
Afghanistan that involved 1,558 flight hours over hostile 
territory. 

"Which is a big deal, obviously,” Capt. Rick LaBranche 
said. “Saving lives of U.S. and Coalition forces." 

The world watched closely when the carrier they operated 
from, the USS Carl Vinson, passed through the Straight of 
Hormuz defying a warning from Iran to stir clear of the 
passageway. LaBranche, the Air Group Commander or CAG, 
played down the incident but indicated that there may have 
been some moments with the Iranians. 

"There's always interaction. There's always interaction, 
but I would say that from my perspective it was business as 
usual." 

Their families have a different perspective. 
"You just can't even imagine,” Navy mom M.K. 

McCleary said. “You just, it's just a relief that they're on the 
ground and they're safe and they're home." 

View Clip (RT: 1:58) 
Photo Gallery - Sunliners Of VFA-81 Return To 

Oceana 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 23 MAY 12) Vicki 

Cronis-Nohe 
View Gallery (3 Photos) 

Return to Index 
 

7. USS Sullivans Welcomed Home To Mayport 
(FLORIDA TIMES-UNION 22 MAY 12) ... William Browning 

A young and nervous Amanda Dewitt was in a crowd 
Tuesday at Mayport Naval Station. She was pacing and 
bouncing her infant son on her right arm and, like 500 or so 
other people, waiting. 

They were standing along a pier at the Mayport basin 
when the USS The Sullivans came into view. When it did, 
Dewitt made her way to the front of the crowd, her 2-month-
old son in her arms. Dewitt hadn't seen her husband, who was 
aboard the ship, in seven months. Her son, Atlas, had not seen 
his father. Ever. 

Quartermaster Adam Dewitt was one of the first Sailors 
off the destroyer, and when he saw his bride holding his baby, 
he kissed them both. News reporters clustered around the 
scene and asked how it felt. 

"Speechless," he said. 
The USS The Sullivans brought roughly 250 Sailors home 

Tuesday morning. The destroyer had been away for seven 
months on deployment in the Mediterranean Sea, visiting ports 
in Turkey, Portugal, Spain, Greece and Croatia. It participated 
in a wide range of maritime operations and also took part in 
several security exercises with NATO allies. 

Meet one father who surprised his children at their school 
The Sailors aboard the ship came in "manning the rails" in 

their dress whites for the occasion. 
On the pier, their families and friends were ready. 
Shannon Posey has waited for her husband, Electronics 

Technician David Posey, to come home from five 

deployments now. She helped coordinate this homecoming. It 
was 229 days of waiting this time, she said. 

"It's that moment," she said. "It's that moment when you 
see your Sailor. ... It's just special. It's an experience that 
unless you're a part of the military, then you don't get it." 

The loved ones there Tuesday "got it." 
Like Natalie Pinckney, wife of Gunnersmate 2nd Class 

Isiah Pinckney, 35, whose children, Norsean, 12, and Mylisa, 
11, made three signs so their father could find them in the 
crowd. 

Like Al Hathorn, waiting on his son, Logistics Specialist 
2nd Class Matt Hathorn. Al Hathorn drove from Florence, 
Ala., to see his son, who is getting married in two months. 

And like Lyndsay Cole, waiting on Sonar Technician 2nd 
Class Thomas Morris, 27, whom she will marry at Disney 
World in November. 

"I've got to be here for when my son gets back," said 
Ramona Morris, his mother. "My kids will always be my 
babies, no matter how old they get." 

As the crowd dispersed, Adam Dewitt and his wife made 
their way across a parking lot. Dewitt pushed his son's stroller. 

"It's my first time," he said of the stroller. 
The couple, who lives in Jacksonville, had no big plans. 
They were going home to relax. Amanda Dewitt 

motioned to her husband. She said she was only going to 
"watch him watch his son." 
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8. USS Bremerton To Visit Namesake City 
(KITSAP SUN 23 MAY 12) 

BREMERTON — The Los Angeles-class attack 
submarine USS Bremerton is scheduled to arrive at Naval 
Base Kitsap's Pier Delta at 10 a.m. Friday. 

The Bremerton, commanded by Cmdr. Caleb Kerr, is 
homeported in Pearl Harbor, Hawaii. It last visited in August 
2009. 

On Jan. 11, 2011, the Bremerton-Olympic Peninsula 
Chapter of the Navy League adopted the submarine in a 
formal ceremony. 

The 11th of the Los Angeles class, Bremerton is the 
oldest submarine in the U.S. fleet, commissioned on March 
28, 1981. It carries a crew of more than 100 Sailors. 

Attack submarines like Bremerton are designed to seek 
and destroy enemy submarines and surface ships, carry out 
intelligence, surveillance and reconnaissance missions, 
support aircraft carrier and expeditionary strike battle groups, 
and engage in mine warfare. 
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9. USS New Orleans Arrives In Hong Kong For Port Visit 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 23 MAY 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Gabriel Owens, USS New Orleans Public Affairs 

HONG KONG -- The amphibious transport dock ship 
USS New Orleans (LPD 18) and embarked Marines assigned 
to the 11th Marine Expeditionary Unit (MEU) arrived in Hong 
Kong for a port visit, May 23. 

This the second port visit for the crew since departing the 
U.S. 5th Fleet area of responsibility, May 8. 

New Orleans spent more than four months conducting 
maritime security operations and theater security cooperation 
efforts in 5th Fleet. 

"We are excited to have this opportunity to visit the fine 
city of Hong Kong," said Cmdr. Dennis Jacko, New Orleans' 
commanding officer. "My crew is excited for the opportunities 
to explore this unique part of China and its culture. I haven't 
been here since 1999, so I will be very interested to see how 
much the city has grown." 

While in Hong Kong, Sailors and Marines will participate 
in community service projects and experience the local culture 

through tours offered by the ship's Morale, Welfare and 
Recreation (MWR) office. 

Community service activities will include visiting two 
local schools, the Tin Shui Wai Primary School and Sham 
Shui Po Primary School, through the Kids Alive International 
(HK) program. The program's purpose is to provide care and 
encouragement to the youth participants through various 
activities and interactions, and share positive values toward 
life. 

"I'm so glad to have a chance for our Sailors and Marines 
to give back to the ports we visit," said Lt. Paul Armstrong, 
the ship's chaplain. "This will be a real positive experience for 
both our crew and the children." 

Scheduled MWR tours include a trip to Disneyland, 
shopping and tours of the city and historical areas. 

New Orleans and the 11th MEU are part of the Makin 
Island Amphibious Ready Group that is currently deployed to 
the U.S. 7th Fleet area of operations. 
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10. U.S. Navy Vessel Calls At Walvis Bay 
(NEW ERA (NAMIBIA) 24 MAY 12) ... Eveline de Klerk 

WALVIS BAY - The high-speed U.S. Navy vessel, HSV 
Swift arrived on Tuesday at the Port of Walvis Bay from 
Congo-Brazzaville as part of ongoing international efforts 
through the African Partnership Station (APS) programme to 
assist African countries to improve maritime safety and 
security. 

The APS initiative was established in 2007, prior to the 
APS the U.S. Navy had been steadily increasing its 
engagements with African nations. 

The security cooperation initiative, which is now in its 
fifth year, is aimed at strengthening global maritime 
partnerships through training and collaborative activities in 
order to improve maritime safety and security in Africa and 
the Americas. 

Nearly 30 countries from North and South America and 
Africa, including Namibia are expected to participate in this 
year’s activities that will end in September. 

The main focus of the APS is to develop maritime domain 
awareness, building maritime professionals and to establish 
maritime infrastructure, while developing response 
capabilities in the maritime environment. The common belief 

among participating nations is that APS contributes to 
development, economic prosperity and security within Africa. 

According to Captain David Rollo, the Mission 
Commander and Senior Naval Officer, the APS is working 
closely with the African Union and other regional agencies, 
such as the Economic Community of West African States and 
the Economic Community of Central African States. 

“These organisations have been very supportive in our 
efforts to collaborate with them on improving maritime safety 
and security in Africa. Bringing these nations together for 
specifically tailored training events, both ashore and at sea, 
allow African maritime nations to improve their capabilities, 
while strengthening relationships with partner nations,” 
explained the U.S. Navy captain. 

He added that APS also allows African maritime nations 
to bolster regional maritime safety and security throughout the 
maritime environment in three specific areas: counter-piracy, 
illicit trafficking, and energy and resource security. 

A statement issued by the U.S. Navy indicates that many 
African nations have access to large amounts of energy 
resources, in addition to other vital resources. 
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“It is in the interest of those nations and the U.S. to ensure 
efficient movement and security so that all countries can 
benefit,” the statement read. 

APS is about developing African solutions to global 
problems and building upon long-standing relationships. 
African, European, and North and South American partners, 
and non-governmental organizations share a common goal of 
regional prosperity, stability, and peace. 

APS helps to create partnerships among a number of 
organizations, which have not traditionally worked with each 

other in the past to achieve common goals through 
collaboration. 

The vessel HSV Swift came with at least 50 personnel on-
board, including Sailor marines and navy members and 
civilians. Six of the personnel are female officers. Only self-
defense weapons are on-board the vessel. 

The marine vessel, also known as the HSV 2, is 97 metres 
long and can sustain a speed of up to 35 knots. It can transport 
at least 400 persons and can be used in emergency 
evacuations. It was also part of the Haiti earthquake rescue 
missions. 
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11. Navy Riverines To Train On Intracoastal Waterway 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 23 MAY 12) ... Corinne Reilly 

CHESAPEAKE -- Navy riverines plan to hold training 
exercises beginning next week along the Intracoastal 
Waterway in Chesapeake. 

The service warned that residents and boaters may see the 
riverines practicing maneuvers, and they may be using blank 
ammunition. 

The exercises will take place day and night from May 29 
to June 8 at various places along the waterway between the I-
64 bridge and Tullis Bay, including in the area of the Pungo 

Ferry Bridge and West Landing Marina, according to a news 
release. 

The Navy said the riverines will operate with three safety 
vessels to make sure nearby boaters are kept at a distance. 
Local authorities have OK'ed the exercises, which are part of a 
certification process for Riverine Squadron 1, based in 
Virginia Beach. 

Riverines are expeditionary Sailors who secure inland 
waterways such as rivers and swamps. 
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GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
12. Sea-Treaty Vote Put Off Till After U.S. Election 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 24 MAY 12) ... Julian Barnes 

WASHINGTON—A key Senate Democratic leader said 
he won't push for a vote on the politically divisive Law of the 
Sea treaty before the presidential election in November, but 
will seek to line up support for ratification in the coming 
months. 

Sen. John Kerry (D., Mass.), chairman of the Senate 
Foreign Relations Committee, opened a series of hearings on 
Wednesday, inviting Secretary of State Hillary Clinton and 
Defense Secretary Leon Panetta to argue for ratification of the 
long-stalled pact. 

Mr. Kerry said he hoped to avoid ensnaring the treaty, 
which is opposed by some conservatives, in the presidential 
election campaign. 

"I do not want this treaty to become victim to that race or 
the politics of the moment," Sen. Kerry said. "We will wait 
until the passions of the election have subsided before we 
vote." 

Obama administration officials want ratification this year, 
but said a vote could be held in the lame-duck period 
following the election. 

The treaty sets international navigation rules, which U.S. 
Navy officials consider important and which business groups 
argue are critical for exercising rights to mine the ocean floor 
or explore for oil in the Arctic. 

Advocates of ratification warn that if the U.S. doesn't join 
the pact, other nations will be able to shape the rules for 
exploring the ocean floor, without the U.S. input. 

Opponents, including the Heritage Foundation, a 
conservative think tank, have suggested that joining the treaty 
would cede too much control of the seas to the United Nations 
and other international bodies. 

In past years, many Republicans on the Foreign Relations 
committee have supported the treaty. But Steven Groves, a 
scholar at the Heritage Foundation, said the hearing showed 
strong opposition among most of the Republicans on the 
committee. "Opposition to the treaty isn't leveling off or 
declining, it has been growing," he said. 

Democrats are hoping Sen. Richard Lugar (R., Ind.), who 
was defeated in a primary election this month, will push his 
party to embrace the treaty as part of his Senate legacy. 

Joining the treaty, said Mrs. Clinton, will ensure the U.S. 
can defend its interests, and secure claims to oil resources and 
other natural resources on the continental shelf. 

The treaty was drafted in 1982. Then-President Ronald 
Reagan declined to send it to the Senate for ratification 
because of concerns over seabed mining provisions. Those 
provisions were modified in 1994, and Presidents Bill Clinton 
and George W. Bush both supported ratifying the pact. 

Wednesday's hearing demonstrated the continued 
skepticism among Republicans toward the treaty. Sen. Robert 
Corker (R., Tenn.) said he hadn't made a decision on 
ratification, but questioned how the Obama administration, 
which has been critical of the oil industry, could cite oil 
exploration in support of ratification. "My antennae are up," 
he said. 

Other Republicans said they suspected the treaty would 
impinge on American sovereignty, for instance, by forcing the 
U.S. to agree to international emissions controls to comply 
with treaty provisions on pollution over the oceans. 

Sen. James Risch (R., Idaho), argued the treaty's royalty-
sharing provisions would essentially tax companies exploring 
the seabed, sending proceeds to developing nations and ceding 
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American taxing authority to the United Nations. "My 
problem is with sovereignty," he said. "If we give up one 
scintilla of sovereignty the country has fought for… I can't 
vote for it." 

Sen. Jim Inhofe (R., Okla.) predicted the U.S. would have 
to give up more than $70 billion in royalties. "For the first 
time an international organization, in this case the United 
Nations, would have taxing authority over the U.S.," Mr. 
Inhofe said. 

Mrs. Clinton insisted the treaty didn't cede American 
sovereignty, and said there are other examples of the U.S. 
providing money to international bodies, such as the U.N.'s 
telecommunications agency. "No country is in a position to 
gain more from the Law of the Sea Convention than the 
United States," she said. 

In her opening testimony, she attacked critics who have 
argued the treaty gives the U.N. too much power and creates a 
global tax that could go to countries that support terrorism. 
Ratifying the treaty, Mrs. Clinton said, would give the U.S. a 
veto over every decision on where royalties from the seabed 
are distributed. 

"If we don't join the convention, our companies will miss 
out on opportunities to explore vast areas of the continental 
shelf and deep sea bed," she said. "If we do join the 
convention we unlock economic opportunities worth 
potentially hundreds of billions of dollars for a small 
percentage royalty a few years down the line." 

Military leaders are keen to join the treaty. They are 
increasingly concerned about China's interpretation of the 
treaty and its arguments that the U.S. shouldn't have the right 
to conduct military exercises within Beijing's exclusive 
economic zone. 

Mrs. Clinton said joining the treaty would allow the U.S. 
to fight for open access to the South China Sea and elsewhere. 

"There are many in the world who hope we never are a 
party. They can go and plot the way forward, set the rules, 
enforce them as they choose, putting us further and further at a 
disadvantage," Mrs. Clinton said. 

Mr. Panetta said ratifying the treaty would help secure 
American navigation rights in the Arctic, which because of the 
melting of northern ice is opening up as a navigation route. 
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13. Republicans Bristle At Vote On Sea Treaty During Lame Duck 
(THE HILL 23 MAY 12) ... Julian Pecquet 

Senate Republicans reacted with outrage Wednesday at 
news that Democrats will wait until after the presidential 
election to bring the controversial Law of the Sea Treaty to a 
vote. 

Senate Foreign Relations Chairman John Kerry (D-Mass.) 
announced the decision during a high-level hearing with 
Secretary of State Hillary Clinton, Defense Secretary Leon 
Panetta and Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Gen. Martin 
Dempsey. Clinton on Wednesday urged the Senate to pass the 
treaty “this year,” suggesting the Democratic-led Senate could 
do so right after the presidential election — regardless of who 
wins. 

“I think it's a bad idea,” said Sen. James Inhofe (R-Okla.). 
“I don't like to do something in the lame-duck session, 
particularly something that is as dangerous to our sovereignty 
as this is.” 

Inhofe said he expects Republicans to gain seats in the 
elections, which would allow defeated Democrats to vote for 
the treaty. That possibility is especially controversial because 
it comes on the heels of the Senate's passage of the new 
START nuclear disarmament treaty with Russia in December 
2010. 

“Ramming the START treaty through the lame-duck 
session with votes from politicians who had just lost at the 
ballot box was a shameful exercise,” said Sen. Jim DeMint (R-
S.C.), “and it would be wrong to repeat that mistake" with the 
Law of the Sea Treaty. 

Proponents of the treaty — including the U.S. Navy, oil-
and-gas companies and the U.S. Chamber of Commerce — 
refute the notion that the United States would lose any rights 
by joining the more than 160 countries that have acceded the 
treaty over the past three decades. They say the United States 
is already bound by many of its decisions without having a 
seat at the table. 

Kerry said some lawmakers “on and off the committee” 
have candidly told him they'd “be more comfortable” if they 

could avoid having to cast the controversial vote during the 
campaign season. 

“I would like to see this treaty stay out of the hurly-burly 
of presidential politics,” Kerry said. “So heeding that advice, 
and preferring that we encourage the kind of evaluative and 
educational process, which does justice to this committee and 
justice to the United States Senate ratification process, I 
announce today that I do not currently intend to bring the 
treaty to a vote before the November election.” 

That rationale didn't convince Republicans who are on the 
fence. 

“It's a big policy change,” said Sen. Lindsey Graham (R-
S.C.). “I'm not so sure it fits into [the lame-duck framework], 
but time will tell.” 

Others are convinced the treaty needs to pass this year 
after stalling in the Senate for years. 

“I have expressed concerns,” said Sen. Bob Corker (R-
Tenn.). “We have so many other issues — we haven't had the 
one-year review of the START treaty, we have issues going on 
in Iran, we have issues in Libya, in Syria… My antenna's up 
just because I'm not really sure why this, why now.” 

Corker is in line to become the top Republican on the 
Senate Foreign Relations Committee following the defeat in 
the Indiana primary earlier this month of Sen. Dick Lugar (R-
Ind.), a champion of both the START and the LOST treaties. 
Lugar's defeat is a sharp reminder that even lame-duck votes 
can come back to haunt lawmakers in subsequent election 
cycles. 

The Obama administration, however, argues that signing 
the treaty is more important than ever. 

“One could argue, that 20 years ago, 10 years ago, maybe 
even five years ago, joining the convention was important but 
not urgent,” Clinton testified Wednesday. “That is no longer 
the case today.” 
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She noted four new developments that make U.S. 
participation “a matter of utmost security and economic 
urgency”: 

 U.S. oil-and-gas companies are now capable of 
drilling for energy on the extended continental shelf 
past 200 nautical miles, but aren't willing to do so 
without the legal certainty embodied in the treaty; 

 the treaty gives mining companies a secure title to 
deep seabed mining, which is also taking off thanks 
to technological advances; 

 global climate change is opening up the Arctic to new 
opportunities such as fishing, drilling and shipping 
that Russia and other Arctic states are taking 
advantage of through the treaty; and 

 the treaty body addressing deep seabed mining is 
now drawing up the rules to govern the extraction of 
rare-earth minerals that are vital to the cell phone and 
computer industries, without formal input from the 
United States. 

Critics say the treaty would force oil-and-gas companies 
to pay royalties to a treaty body and pave the way to 
regulation of greenhouse gases that pollute the ocean. 
Proponents say energy companies would rather pay royalties if 
it means they can drill and refute the argument that the United 
States would be bound by greenhouse gas restrictions. 

To date, 26 Senate Republicans have signed onto a letter 
opposing the treaty — just eight shy of the 34 they need to 
block treaty passage in the Senate, which requires a two-thirds 
majority. Inhofe said he expects more lawmakers to oppose 
the treaty but have so far declined to sign their names, but 
others think the treaty has the votes to pass this year after 
failing in 2007. 

“I think there’s two-thirds vote for it,” said Sen. Carl 
Levin (D-Mich.), chairman of the Senate Armed Services 
Committee. “All of our military leaders are for it. It ought to 
pass, it should have passed years ago. It puts us at a big 
disadvantage not to be at that table when the discussions on 
implementation of that treaty take place.” 
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14. U.S.: China's Sea Claims Exceed What Treaty Permits 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 23 MAY 12) ... Matthew Pennington 

WASHINGTON -- Secretary of State Hillary Rodham 
Clinton says U.S. failure to approve the U.N. Convention on 
the Law of the Sea weakens its advocacy for allies in the 
disputed South China Sea. 

Clinton said that China's claims in those waters exceed 
what is permitted by the convention. She was speaking at a 
hearing Wednesday of the Senate Committee on Foreign 
Relations, where she and top military leaders offered an 
impassioned plea for the U.S. to join the pact. 

To China's chagrin, the Obama administration has 
asserted since 2010 that although the U.S. is not itself a 
claimant state in the South China Sea, it has an interest in the 
peaceful resolution of the disputes and in the freedom of 
navigation in waters that carry a large chunk of global trade. 

Clinton said the U.S. supports countries "being 
threatened" by China's claims. 

"As a non-party, we cede the legal high ground to China. 
We put ourselves on the defensive. We are not as strong an 
advocate for our friends and allies in the region as I would like 
us to be, and I don't think that's any place for the world's pre-
eminent maritime power to find ourselves," she said. 

China is among the more than 160 nations that are party 
to the convention. Its expansive claims in the South China Sea 
are disputed by Brunei, Malaysia, Taiwan, Vietnam and the 
Philippines, a U.S. treaty ally. 

The convention was concluded in 1982 and has been in 
force since 1994. Republican opposition has stalled U.S. 
approval for years although the military says it still acts in 
accordance with the pact's principles. 

Despite considerable bipartisan support and the backing 
of pro-business groups, Democrat committee chairman Sen. 
John Kerry acknowledged the difficulty in moving the treaty, 

especially in an election year in the United States. Several 
Republican lawmakers voiced opposition Wednesday to the 
convention. 

Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, Army Gen. Martin 
Dempsey, said U.S. endorsement would strengthen U.S. 
security interests as it would provide clarity in definition of 
navigational rights and maritime zones at a time of growing 
competition for resources. 

"And from that clarity comes stability. And as we now 
begin to rebalance our security interests into the Pacific, this 
becomes very important," Dempsey said. 

Democrat Sen. Barbara Boxer criticized Beijing's claims 
in the South China Sea. She produced a map to show the 
claims extended far beyond China's own 200-mile (320-
kilometer) exclusive economic zone and amounted to a 
"significant territorial grab that comes very close to the land 
borders of countries in the region." 

She referred to the standoff at the Scarborough Shoal that 
began last month when the Philippines navy accused Chinese 
fishermen of poaching within its exclusive zone. 

The Philippines accused China on Wednesday of sending 
more government and fishing vessels to the uninhabited, 
horseshoe-shaped shoal. Manila says China has a total of 96 
ships, fishing boats and dinghies there, while the Philippines 
has two. 

Rising power China has turned down a Philippine 
invitation for international arbitration of the dispute. 

Beijing's position in the South China Sea disputes is based 
on ancient maps. A map it submitted to the U.N. in 2009 
claims virtually the entire South China Sea, but Beijing has 
failed to clarify the exact extent of its claims. 
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15. Chinese Public Vents Fury At North Korea Over Seizure Of Boats 
But fishermen's ordeal unlikely to alter Beijing's alliance with Pyongyang 
(WASHINGTON POST 24 MAY 12) ... Keith B. Richburg 

BEIJING - The plight of 28 Chinese fishermen who were 
kidnapped, robbed, stripped and held for 13 days by North 
Koreans has inflamed Chinese public opinion, with many 
Internet users taking to microblogging sites to question the 
Beijing government's close relationship with its reclusive ally 
in Pyongyang. 

But for the moment, experts and diplomats said, the 
episode seems unlikely to either shake the alliance or lead 
Beijing's Communist authorities to heed Washington's call to 
apply more pressure on North Korea to limit its nuclear 
ambitions. 

The fishermen, who were in three boats, were seized May 
8 in what the vessels' owners said were Chinese waters. The 
Chinese Foreign Ministry did not report the incident for 
several days. 

Since the fishermen's release Sunday and their subsequent 
return to the Chinese port of Dalian, emerging details of their 
captivity have only intensified the public's indignation. Wang 
Lijie, the captain of one of the seized boats, said in an 
interview Wednesday with The Washington Post that five 
fishermen remained hospitalized, their legs swollen from 
beatings received during their captivity. He described the 
captors as North Korean sailors, who gave the fishermen only 
grain to eat, stripped them to their underwear, beat them 
repeatedly and drained their boats of fuel before releasing 
them. 

"This is the most horrible memory in my life," Wang said. 
"They all wore deep-blue military uniforms, and they had a 
military flag on their boat. They were the North Korean navy." 

Wang said that he had encountered North Koreans in the 
past who were friendly but that this time, "they were even 
worse than bandits." Noting that Pyongyang "is supposed to 
be a friend of China's," he added: "What happened to me this 
time changed my idea of North Korea completely." 

The fishermen's accounts of mistreatment have also 
appeared widely in Chinese news media, which describe it as 
"torture." 

Shan Shixian, the owner of one of the boats, said in an 
interview that the kidnappers initially demanded a ransom of 
about $65,000 per boat but later just stripped the vessels and 
the men of everything they had. "They stole about one ton of 
fish on my boat, a dozen tons of diesel, my boat's radar, the 
components, the battery and all the cargo," Shan said. 
"Everything on the boat was looted." 

"I hate North Korea so much," he said. "They not only 
robbed my fishermen, they tortured them. I'd kill them if I 
ever met any of them." He added: "They are more like 
hooligans than the real hooligans. People are all scared." 

The sentiments of the captain and the boat owner were 
echoed even more vociferously on the Twitter-like 
microblogging site Weibo, which has emerged as China's 
sounding board for public opinion. And public opinion has 
turned decidedly against North Korea, an ally considered so 

steadfast that Mao Zedong once said the relationship was "as 
close as lips and teeth." 

Some of the vitriol was aimed at the Chinese government. 
"The anger burned in my heart when I saw this piece of 

news," wrote one Internet user, posting under the name The 
Far Off Time. "North Korea always returns evil for good, and 
the Chinese government always swallows the humiliation and 
the anger." The user added: "It's all because the Chinese 
government is too weak. Who would dare do this to American 
fishermen?! Does the Foreign Affairs Ministry have any use?" 

Another user, writing under the name Unplugged Cat, 
wrote: "We raised a dog to watch the door, but were bitten by 
the crazy dog!" 

A user named Zhuang Yuance asked, "Why should we 
shelter this bad neighbor against the will of people in most 
countries in the world? Will the North Korean people really 
appreciate us one day?" 

The kidnapping was one of the hottest trending topics on 
China's microblogging sites. That the Chinese government's 
normally vigilant censors had allowed the open debate 
suggested that even Beijing's leaders were becoming 
exasperated with Pyongyang. 

China's official media, meanwhile, have tried to play 
down the controversy, noting that all the crew members were 
eventually released and that no ransom was paid. An article in 
the Communist Party-owned Global Times newspaper 
Wednesday carried the headline: "Hype unnecessary over N. 
Korean sea action." 

Despite the online outcry, experts said they do not expect 
any immediate change in Beijing's official policy of support 
for Pyongyang. China provides the destitute and isolated 
North Korea with most of its fuel, its food aid and its limited 
foreign investment. North Korea is also trying to crack open 
its doors to tourism as a source of cash, with the vast majority 
of tourists coming from China. 

A U.S. delegation led by Glyn T. Davies, the special 
envoy for North Korea, visited Beijing this week but left for 
Tokyo without much apparent progress in persuading China to 
increase pressure on Pyongyang over its nuclear program. 
North Korea conducted its second nuclear test in May 2009, 
and U.S. officials have voiced concern that another test could 
follow soon. 

But Shi Yuanhua, director of the Center for Korean 
Studies at Fudan University in Shanghai, said the fishermen's 
case may have exacerbated the negative views of North Korea 
that the Chinese public began to express after the nuclear test, 
especially online. 

"Chinese people may have a different attitude toward 
North Korea than the Chinese government," he said. 

"And as Chinese society becomes more and more open, it 
is not strange that Chinese people will form different opinions 
on North Korea. It's a long-term process." 
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16. Nationalists Risk Exacerbating South China Sea Tensions 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 23 MAY 12) ... Shibani Mahtani and Josephine Cuneta 

As tensions remain high between the Philippines and 
China over competing territorial claims in the South China 
Sea, some nationalists in the Southeast Asian nation are 
looking for ways to take matters into their own hands. 

Home-grown patriots have been agitating to float their 
own boats out to the disputed Scarborough Shoal, where 
Chinese and Philippine vessels have been locked in a standoff 
for weeks. In the latest case, a former captain in the Philippine 
Marine Corps, Nicanor Faeldon, organized but then 
abandoned a “patriotic voyage” to the shoal (also known as 
Huangyan Island in Chinese, or Panatag Shoal/Bajo de 
Masinloc in the Philippines) with approximately 20 crew 
members to protest Chinese action. 

Though his trip is postponed indefinitely, the talk of 
making an impromptu voyage has renewed fears that 
unauthorized citizen actions could exacerbate the tensions 
between the two countries, as has happened elsewhere in 
Southeast Asia, and possibly increase the odds of a violent 
end. For example, Thai nationalists made matters worse in a 
simmering border dispute between Thailand and Cambodia in 
2010 and 2011, especially when a handful of them snuck 
across the border and were detained by Cambodian authorities 
as spies. Several soldiers were killed in battles between the 
two countries over their conflicting claims to land around an 
ancient temple along the nations’ borders. 

Last year, meanwhile, a group of Philippine politicians 
made waves when they visited Pagasa Island, an island in 
disputed portions of the South China Sea populated by 
Filipinos. According to reports from the BBC, they sang the 
national anthem with the island’s residents, declaring it 
“Philippine territory” – though the island is also claimed by 
China, Taiwan and Vietnam. 

Mr. Faeldon – an outspoken officer who has served time 
in prison for a 2003 coup attempt, and was granted amnesty 
last year – had planned to stay on the disputed Scarborough 
shoal for three days. His spokesman, Kit Guerrero, said the 
group did not want to postpone its voyage, and only did so 
after a personal call from Philippines President Benigno 
Aquino III, who was worried the move might be construed in 
a negative way. 

The former captain, who is seen as a bit of a maverick 
within the Philippines, is still not happy about the situation. 
He says that Chinese claims over the Scarborough Shoal are 
the “final straw” and that the country “cannot tolerate” 
China’s incursions there. China wants “this territory whether 
by negotiation or by military means, and that’s why I believe 
that all freedom-loving Filipinos must speak out against what 
China is doing against our nation,” adds Mr. Guerrero, his 
spokesman. 

Chinese officials have continued to assert their 
sovereignty in the region while looking for a diplomatic 
solution. 

The Philippine government, for its part, is also searching 
for a diplomatic way out of the troubles in the South China 
Sea that have intensified over the past weeks. A spokesperson 
for President Aquino, Edwin Lacierda, said the move to stop 
Mr. Faeldon’s voyage was a “sign that this government is 
determined to pursue a peaceful resolution” to the standoff. 

Other Philippines citizens have tried to escalate the 
matter, launching an anti-China protest earlier this month. 
Chinese citizens are likewise trying to take matters into their 
own hands, calling for a boycott of the Philippines and 
products from the country. A Chinese businessman invited 
local support and also criticism when he fired his Filipino 
domestic worker in response to the standoff. 

Some academics have maintained that Mr. Faeldon’s 
actions are largely his own, with a very small following, and 
are unlikely to inspire copycats. 

“I don’t think we will see too many people rushing to 
occupy the shoal. Faeldon is a maverick, and in the past has 
shown how he enjoys being in the limelight,” said Dr. Aileen 
Baviera, who specializes in relations between China and the 
Philippines at the University of the Philippines. 

But it’s still unclear whether a solution can be found. The 
tensions began on April 8 when Filipino sailors attempted to 
arrest Chinese fishermen that Philippine authorities said were 
poaching protected species such as sharks and giant clams at 
Scarborough Shoal, which is just inside the Philippines’ 
United Nations-defined exclusive economic zone. China also 
claims the reef and lagoon area, and sent coast guard vessels 
there, triggering the weeks-long standoff. 
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17. Philippines Accuses China Of Fanning Sea Tensions 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 23 MAY 12) ... Brian Spegele 

BEIJING—The Philippines accused China of further 
ratcheting up tensions in a disputed portion of the South China 
Sea after it said dozens of Chinese vessels had been deployed 
there in recent days, despite a fishing moratorium. 

The Philippine Department of Foreign Affairs said on 
Wednesday it had expressed "grave concern" this week to the 
Chinese Embassy after a dramatic increase in the number of 
Chinese vessels around the Scarborough Shoal in the past few 
days. 

By Tuesday, there were 76 Chinese utility boats in the 
area, a department statement said. Utility boats are often 
deployed by larger fishing vessels to sail into shallow waters 
to harvest clams and coral. The statement also accused China 

of having illegally dredged in the area, threatening marine 
biodiversity. 

"It is regrettable that these actions occurred at a time 
when China has been articulating for a de-escalation of 
tensions and while the two sides have been discussing how to 
defuse the situation," the statement read. 

A Foreign Affairs Department spokesman, Raul 
Hernandez, said Chinese fishermen continued to operate in the 
area even though China had issued a temporary ban on fishing 
there on May 16. The Chinese moratorium is slated to run 
until Aug. 1. The Philippines also announced its own 
suspension of fishing. 

Chinese fishery administration officials did not respond to 
a request for comment. At a daily press briefing, Chinese 
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Foreign Ministry spokesman Hong Lei said about 20 Chinese 
fishing vessels were in the disputed area, which China refers 
to as Huangyan island. Mr. Hong said Chinese fishing vessels 
were operating in the area in accordance with the moratorium. 
He didn't elaborate. 

Manila's strongly worded statement appeared to dash 
hopes that the fishing bans would provide a face-saving way 
to diffuse a potentially volatile standoff at Scarborough, a 
collection of islands, rocks and reefs. 

The standoff began early last month after Chinese ships 
blocked Philippine authorities from arresting Chinese 
fishermen accused of operating illegally in the area. The South 
China Sea contains valuable fishing grounds and is believed to 
hold vast oil and gas reserves. 

China's growing assertiveness in the South China Sea has 
created worries among smaller countries in the region. The sea 

is claimed in whole or in part by China, the Philippines, 
Malaysia, Vietnam, Brunei and Taiwan. 

Analysts say the longer the standoff continues, the more 
difficult it becomes for either side to back down without being 
seen as weak. China's government in particular is looking to 
present a strong face to its citizens ahead of a sensitive once-a-
decade leadership transition set to start late this year. 

Chinese Vice Foreign Minister Fu Ying said earlier this 
month she wasn't optimistic about finding a resolution to the 
conflict, and neither side has expressed a willingness to 
compromise. 

The Philippines has suggested United Nations mediation 
of the dispute, an idea rejected by China, which prefers 
dealing with territorial disputes on a bilateral basis. 

Return to Index 
 

18. Four Navy Ships In South China Sea To Mark Indian Presence 
(TIMES OF INDIA 24 MAY 12) ... Indrani Bagchi 

NEW DELHI -- Despite getting out of oil exploration 
blocks in the South China Sea, India is keen to maintain a 
strong role for itself in the region. 

Four Indian Navy ships, INS Rana, Shakti, Shivalik and 
Kurmak are currently scudding across the South China Sea on 
their way to Shanghai, where they will arrive for a goodwill 
visit in a couple of weeks. This week, two of the four ships -- 
INS Rana and Shakti -- have been saying hello to the 
Philippines navy in Subic Bay. Two others, Shivalik and 
Kurmak, are calling at Haifong in Vietnam. Philippines and 
China have been on a face-off in the past few weeks over 
territorial rights over Scarborough Shoal, in an area that is 
believed to be energy-rich. 

Meanwhile, on May 28, officials from ONGC Videsh 
(OVL) will meet their counterparts from Petro Vietnam in 
Hanoi to look at energy cooperation after OVL pulled out 
from Block 128 in South China Sea. The joint cooperation 
committee was set up as part of the energy agreement during 
the visit of Vietnamese President Truong Tan Sang to India in 
October 2011. 

The Indians have paid a $15 million exit fee to Petro 
Vietnam for getting out of the block. The energy body was 
initially intended to explore ways of getting OVL the BP stake 

in South China Sea. As it turned out, the stake went to BP's 
Russia arm. 

But sources said India continues to have a strong interest 
in South China Sea, because this is key to India's Look East 
policy. In July, Indian and U.S. officials will hold discussions 
on a key project in southeast Asia -- an East-West Mekong 
connectivity corridor. Envisaged as a trilateral project with 
Japan, this project intends to set up a multi-modal transport 
and trade corridor from India, traversing Myanmar, Thailand, 
Cambodia and Laos, ending in Vietnam. Japan has recently 
stepped up its funding commitments to this corridor. 

However, China is much ahead with its own connectivity 
plans -- although these run north-south -- and has done much 
to put a grid of connectivity in the Mekong region in southeast 
Asia. 

Apart from naval exercises, India and China are stepping 
on the gas diplomatically as well. On June 6, foreign minister 
S M Krishna will travel to Beijing to represent India as an 
observer at the Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) 
meeting. This year, with the prospective presence of Iranian 
President Mahmoud Ahmedinejad at the conference, India will 
have a chance to interact with China on Iran. 
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19. S. Korea, Australia Set For First Joint Naval Drill Next Week 
(YONHAP NEWS AGENCY (S.KOREA) 24 MAY 12) 

SEOUL -- The South Korean and Australian navies will 
hold their first joint drill next week off the southern coast of 
South Korea, officials said Thursday, amid concern that North 
Korea may conduct a third nuclear test. 

The two-day drill, set to begin Monday off the 
northeastern coast of Jeju Island, will be focused on 
sharpening their combined abilities in detecting and tracking 
enemy submarines and torpedoes, Seoul's Navy officials said. 

About 10 warships and submarines from the two nations, 
including Australia's 3,759-ton guided-missile warship, the 
Ballarat, and South Korea's Aegis-equipped destroyer, the 
Sejong the Great, will be involved, officials said. 

South Korean Lynx helicopters and P3-C anti-submarine 
surveillance aircraft will also be mobilized, officials said. 

"The navies from the two nations are expected to 
strengthen their joint capabilities in anti-submarine warfare," a 
Navy official said on the condition of anonymity. 

The Australian warship made a port call in the southern 
port city of Busan earlier in the day to participate in the drill, 
code-named "Haedori-Wallaby," the official said. 

It will be the first joint naval drill between South Korea 
and Australia since their defense chiefs agreed last December 
to hold regular combined naval drills, the Navy said. 

Tensions on the Korean Peninsula are high after North 
Korea defiantly launched a long-range rocket on April 13, 
although it fell apart shortly after take-off. Concerns have 
grown that the North may soon conduct a third nuclear test as 
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its two previous rocket launches in 2006 and 2009 were 
followed by nuclear tests. 

Many analysts have said the North's next nuclear test is 
just a matter of time following the unsuccessful attempt to 
launch a long-range rocket. 
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20. Russia Tests New Missile To Counter U.S. Shield 
(NEW YORK TIMES 24 MAY 12) ... Andrew E. Kramer 

MOSCOW — Russia’s military reported a successful test 
on Wednesday of a new type of intercontinental ballistic 
missile that generals said was designed to overpower the 
American missile defense system. 

Russian generals told news agencies that the missile’s 
development was a direct response to the American plans for a 
shield. The rocket, one unidentified military source told 
Interfax, uses a new type of fuel to shorten the time it needs to 
launch into space, increasing its ability to evade interceptors. 
One Russian news portal said the rocket was called the 
“Avant-garde.” 

Whatever its military significance, the launching, as with 
other prominently announced tests, seemed intended as much 
to deliver a political message as show the rocket’s ability to 
streak across Russia and hit a target on the Kamchatka 
Peninsula. 

Gen. Viktor Yesin, a retired rocket forces commander, 
told Interfax that the rocket was emblematic of the type of 
arms race Russia was ready to embark on if the United States 
went through with plans to put missile interceptors in Europe. 

“This is one of the technical means Russia’s political and 
military leadership designed to answer America’s global 
system of missile defense,” General Yesin said. Russian 
officials have threatened for years that they would bulk up on 
new intercontinental ballistic missiles, within the limits of 
arms control treaties, in an effort to overpower the American 
system, and that it could look like a new arms race. 

Russia launched the missile four days after leaders of the 
North Atlantic Treaty Organization, meeting in Chicago, 
confirmed their commitment to building the European missile 
shield, rendering the blastoff something of a Russian retort. 

In Washington, Jamie F. Mannina, a State Department 
spokesman, said Russia had complied with its treaty 
obligations to notify the United States of the launching. 

“Russia is currently testing a new ICBM as permitted 
under the New Start treaty,” he said. “Russia’s development of 
such systems that employ countermeasures would not trigger 
any arms race with the United States since the U.S. missile 
defense systems are not being developed or deployed to 
counter or undermine Russia’s strategic nuclear forces.” 

The test on Wednesday took on added political 
significance coming two weeks after Vladimir V. Putin 
assumed the presidency for a third term. In another worrying 
sign for relations between Russia and the United States, Mr. 
Putin canceled a visit to the United States for a summit 
meeting of the Group of 8 nations last weekend at Camp 
David in Maryland. 

Russia’s objection to the missile defense plan has touched 
the American presidential race. Mitt Romney, the presumptive 
Republican candidate, has criticized Mr. Obama as trying to 
soothe Russia’s concerns through the détente known as the 
reset. 

Like the Bush administration before it, the Obama 
administration insists that the defensive system is not directed 
against Russia, but instead at emerging threats from Iran or 
North Korea. American officials under both presidents have 
noted that Russia’s strategic nuclear arsenal, now estimated at 
more than 2,400 warheads, could easily overcome the planned 
system with its limited number of interceptors. 

Russian officials say they remain unconvinced by the 
American assurances, and Mr. Putin has called for the 
production of new missile systems to be doubled in 2013. But 
development of weapons designed to be able to overcome 
defense systems has been slow and has faced costly failures. 
Russia’s civilian space rockets have also crashed recently. 
Analysts cite overall post-Soviet decay in the aerospace 
supply chain, as small factories making specialized parts have 
closed. 

The missile launched on Wednesday is not entirely new, 
the Gazeta.ru news Web site and other Russian media 
reported. It is an upgrade of an existing model of land-based 
rocket the Russian military has been testing for years, called 
the Topol, or Poplar. 

In 2007, during an earlier period of tension between 
Russia and the United States over American plans to set up 
antimissile sites in Eastern Europe, the Russian military also 
announced the launching of the Yars missile, an upgrade to the 
Topol, also said to be designed to penetrate missile defenses. 
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21. Pakistan Acknowledges Sea-Based Nuclear Deterrent 
(DEFENSE NEWS 23 MAY 12) ... Usman Ansari 

ISLAMABAD — Pakistan has acknowledged the 
existence of a sea-based nuclear deterrent with the recent 
inauguration of the Headquarters of the Naval Strategic Force 
Command (NSFC) by the head of the Navy, Adm. Asif 
Sandhila. 

A May 19 press release by the military’s Inter Services 
Public Relations stated the NSFC “will perform a pivotal role 
in development and employment of the Naval Strategic 
Force,” and was “the custodian of the nation’s 2nd strike 
capability.” 

Mansoor Ahmed, lecturer at Quaid-e-Azam University’s 
Department of Defence and Strategic Studies, and who 
specializes in Pakistan’s nuclear and missile programs, said 
this is all but specific confirmation of the widely speculated 
submarine-launched variant of the Babur/HATF-VII 
(Vengeance-VII) cruise missile. 

Analyst Usman Shabbir of the Pakistan Military 
Consortium think tank said Pakistan has been working on its 
sea-based deterrent for some time. 
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“When the Babur was first revealed in 2005, it was 
claimed that it is mainly designed to be deployed from 
submarines. There was at least that speculation,” he said. 

The Navy “has pretty good experience in using similar 
systems, for example, both submarine-launched Harpoon and 
Exocet use a similar system, and [the Navy] has operated both 
for a long time.” 

Shabbir speculates that the launch method may be similar 
to the UGM-84 Harpoon’s method of being fired from torpedo 
tubes. 

However, other analysts are not so certain the Navy can 
afford to undertake the responsibility of the nation’s second-
strike capability. 

Former Australian defense attaché to Islamabad Brian 
Cloughley said the size of Pakistan’s submarine force is too 
small to carry out this task. 

“Pakistan’s current submarine fleet is not adequate in 
numbers [although well-trained] to be able to undertake 
detection and effective interdiction of the Indian fleet, given 
its size — which is increasing, even if slowly,” he said. 

Currently, Pakistan’s submarine flotilla comprises two 
refurbished 1970s-era Agosta-70s and three 1990s-era Agosta-
90B submarines. The latter are equipped with air independent 

propulsion (AIP) or are in the process of being retrofitted with 
the AIP module, and incrementally entered service from 1999. 

Cloughley said interdiction of India’s fleet “must remain 
[the Navy’s] first priority,” and considers “conversion of the 
present assets to take Babur not only costly but a most 
regrettable diversion of budget allocation.” 

“I would go so far as to say that, in present circumstances, 
it would be a grave error if such a program were to go ahead,” 
he added. 

The Navy, however, has a requirement for new 
submarines and wants to increase their number. The Agosta-
90B design has been superseded twice, once by the DCNI 
Scorpene, and briefly by a paper design called the Marlin 
before it was absorbed into the Scorpene family. 

There is a confirmed requirement for 12 to 14 submarines 
to meet Navy expansion plans. This would allow for a 
constant war patrol of at least one deterrent-tasked submarine, 
leaving other submarines to carry out more traditional tasks. 

However, Cloughley is still certain that Pakistan does not 
require such a capability. 

“[Pakistan] has plenty of nuclear-capable SSMs and strike 
aircraft, and does not need a Navy-oriented second-strike 
capability,” he said. 
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22. Iran Face-Off Drives New Naval Small Ship Focus 
(REUTERS 23 MAY 12) ... Peter Apps 

WASHINGTON - For decades, Western navies have built 
ever larger, more expensive warships. Those vessels now look 
increasingly vulnerable to thousands of small, fast Iranian 
attack boats that could dominate the Gulf in the event conflict 
there. 

In response, the U.S. Navy has sent almost its entire fleet 
of small patrol boats and minesweepers to the region, hastily 
refitting some to dramatically increase their firepower 

Concerns over the Gulf, a key oil conduit, play into a 
much wider debate about whether developed navies waste 
their money in pursuing a small number of sophisticated ships. 
Perhaps, some argue, they should follow the example of 
poorer states like Iran, who invest in large numbers of smaller 
ships rather than a handful of larger vessels that could be 
easily sunk. 

In readiness for any potential war with the U.S. Navy and 
regional allies, Iran's navy and Revolutionary Guard have 
poured resources into small gunboats. 

That, military officials and analysts say, would allow 
them to launch potentially devastating ""swarm" attacks. 

Iran has said it would close off the Gulf if it were attacked 
by powers, including the United States and Israel, who accuse 
it of developing nuclear arms. 

Western militaries say they are more than capable of 
meeting any threat and analysts believe that, given the sheer 
weight of U.S. military force in the region, Tehran would 
inevitably prove the ultimate loser in any conflict. 

But privately, officers worry that their navies are 
relatively ill-equipped to manage an initial onslaught. Even the 
loss of a single large Western warship, with a crew of 700 and 
a cost of running to hundreds of millions of dollars, would be 
regarded as politically catastrophic. 

"We are very concerned with the small boat threat out of 
Iran," said one Western naval officer with considerable 
experience in the region, speaking on condition of anonymity. 

"They've got thousands of them that come from a bunch 
of locations, armed with everything from two crazy guys with 
a machine gun all the way up to antiship cruise missiles. Very 
dangerous for an unsuspecting target." 

Certainly, the lessons of the only recent conflict to 
involve the kind of small boat attacks likely in the Gulf -- Sri 
Lanka's three decade civil war with Tamil Tiger rebels -- make 
alarming reading. 

After losing several of its larger warships to small boat 
"Sea Tiger" attacks, particularly suicide strikes, the Sri Lankan 
Navy largely withdrew them from the conflict area to fight 
back with much smaller Israeli-built Dvora and locally 
manufactured fast attack craft that bristled with machine guns. 

The U.S. Navy currently has five small Cyclone-class 
patrol craft based in Bahrain, with five more on the way, 
making almost all of its 13 such craft deployed in region, a 
source familiar with the matter said. 

Until recently, these craft, with a crew of less than 30 but 
almost a dozen machine guns or cannon mounted on their 
decks, had been seen as something of an irrelevance. Several 
had been sold off to other navies or scrapped. But now, they 
are being refitted and having ever heavier weaponry added. 

Washington has also deployed more than half its entire 
minesweeper force - 8 out of 14 vessels - to the Gulf, with 
four of the remainder based in Japan but ready to sail to the 
region. 

"There's just never been a focus on small ships," says 
Nikolas Gvosdev, professor of national security studies at the 
U.S. Naval War College. "Navies, and perhaps particularly 
defense contractors and shipbuilders, just tend to like larger 
ships." 
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"Black Swan" Class Sloop 
That, some naval experts say, ignores the fact that it has 

often been mass produced small ships that win wars. 
With the size of frigates and destroyers in particular, the 

workhorses of modern navies, ballooning in the six decade 
since World War Two, even some political leaders have 
become exasperated. 

"A Royal Navy locked into a cycle of ever smaller 
numbers of ever more expensive ships," British Prime 
Minister David Cameron complained in the House of 
Commons shortly after taking power in 2010. "We cannot go 
on like this." 

Large warships still have a crucial role, naval experts say. 
The U.S. Navy's giant aircraft carriers, in particular, are seen 
as crucial to its ability to project force as a global superpower. 

But for many current or predicted tasks, be it operating in 
an increasingly contested Arctic, tackling pirates in the Indian 
Ocean or operating in the Gulf or an increasingly restive 
Southeast Asia, the answer could be a much greater number of 
smaller multipurpose ships. 

This month, Britain's Ministry of Defense Developments, 
Concepts and Doctrine Centre (DCDC) released their 
blueprint for a new class of ship they believe could become 
the mainstay of the fleet - the "Black Swan-class sloop." 

The DCDC estimate the cost per vessel could be as low as 
some 65 million pounds, allowing several to be built for the 
cost of one large state-of-the-art destroyer. With a crew that 
could be as low as eight or as high as 60 when circumstances 
demanded, its flight deck could operate either a large troop-
carrying Chinook helicopter or a menagerie of unmanned 
drones and weapons systems, although such extras would cost 
more. 

Inspired by the fast sailing frigates of the Napoleonic 
Wars and the corvettes, destroyers and submarines hunters of 
the Second World War, the "Black Swan" project is 
controversial. It remains far from clear whether the concept 
will be adopted and taken further. 

Most of Britain's admirals rose through the ranks as 
officers on large warships, insiders say, and remain hugely 
attached to expensive, world-class large warships. 

"There is always a schism between the big ship and the 
little ship community," said one officer on condition of 
anonymity. "Pushing the "Black Swan" is almost certainly 
career death." 

"Spreading The Smell Of Gunpowder" 
Certainly, for now, the Ministry of Defense seems 

lukewarm at best. A spokesman told Reuters that studies had 

shown frigate-sized warships or larger remained the best way 
for the Royal Navy to meet its requirements, which included 
"complex war fighting scenarios." 

"This... was merely a think piece that speculated on the 
future shape of the maritime battlespace and made a number 
of assumptions on future technology, much of which is not yet 
sufficiently advanced to commit future equipment plans to," 
he said of the "Black Swan" concept document. 

The experience of the U.S. Navy in their attempts to build 
a not dissimilar ship, the Littoral Surface Combatant, suggests 
keeping things simple could prove far from easy. 

The eventual vessel - stealthy, fast and displacing close on 
3,000 tons - is not only rather larger than some of the initial 
concepts plan, but also strikingly more expensive. Having 
initially embraced the concept of a small, light vessel, the 
Pentagon changed its mind mid-process and demanded more 
armor and safety features. 

Critics say the assorted competing demands meant the 
project ultimately ran out of control, although the U.S. Navy 
says the ships will be a powerful new system in its inventory. 

In April, pressure group the Project on Government 
Oversight (POGO) reported that the first ship of the $120 
billion fleet, the U.S.S Freedom, had been plagued by a total 
of 648 "chargeable" equipment failures since its delivery in 
September 2008. They included engine failures and at least 17 
serious cracks in the four year old hull. 

Even before they reach their planned deployment ports in 
Southeast Asia as part of the Pentagon's strategic "pivot" , they 
have also enraged China - a nation with a uniquely particular 
historic sensitivity to being surrounded by western gunboats. 
An editorial in the Communist Party mouthpiece "People's 
Daily" last month said their arrival would help "spread the 
smell of gunpowder" across the region. 

China's navy itself has long been built around small craft, 
and most of its top admirals commanded fast attack boats in 
the early stages of their careers. But in the last decade, Beijing 
looks to have become increasingly drawn to following the 
Western model of ever larger ships. 

While analysts say China has struggled with its first 
aircraft carrier, a former Soviet carrier initially imported 
ostensibly to be used as a casino, it is now believed to be 
building several of its own from scratch. 

"It's interesting," says Gvosdev at the U.S. Naval War 
College. "They seem to be coming down with the same 
syndrome." 
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23. Iran Navy Helps U.S. Ship Attacked By Pirates In Middle East 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 23 MAY 12) ... Michelle Wiese Bockmann 

Iran's navy helped a U.S.-flagged cargo ship that was 
attacked by pirates off the United Arab Emirates, according to 
the vessel's owner, Maersk Line Ltd. 

The Iranian navy was the first to respond to the initial 
distress call from the Maersk Texas, Kevin Speers, senior 
director of marketing at Maersk Line, said by phone today. 
The vessel was attacked by several skiffs and armed guards on 
board returned fire, the company said in an earlier statement. 

The incident happened at about noon local time northeast 
of Fujairah, the biggest port in the Middle East for refueling 

oil tankers, Maersk said. Iran's navy provided guidance to the 
crew of the Maersk Texas by radio, Speers said, declining to 
comment further pending a debriefing. 

U.S., U.K., Chinese, French, German and Russian 
negotiators -- the so-called P5+1 group -- are meeting with 
Iranian officials in Baghdad today over the Persian Gulf 
country's nuclear program. The West suspects Iran's goal is to 
develop a weapon, while Iran contends it is for civilian 
purposes. 
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The European Union's counter-piracy force said it had 
reviewed the incident and determined there was "no case of 
piracy and it's a false alarm," Timo Lange, a spokesman for 
Northwood, England-based EU Navfor, said by phone today. 
EU Navfor operates nine warships and five maritime patrol 

aircraft as part of an operation combating piracy in the region, 
according to data on its website. 

Maersk got its information from the captain of the Maersk 
Texas and will investigate EU Navfor's assertion, Speers said. 

Fujairah is close to the Strait of Hormuz, a transit point 
for about a fifth of the world's globally traded oil. 
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24. Navy Demands New Patrol Boats To Protect Gas Rigs 
"To protect the Tamar and Leviathan wells, we need huge amounts of money, which might raise questions 
whether the wells are viable." 
(GLOBES (ISRAEL) 23 MAY 12) ... Yuval Azulai 

The Israel Navy is demanding new fast, long-endurance 
patrol boats to protect natural gas rigs in Israel's exclusive 
economic zone (EEZ). It wants patrol boats with large crews, 
a range of weaponry, state-of-the-art search and warning 
systems, and helicopter landing pads, a defense source told 
"Globes." 

The Navy will complete the staff work on plans for 
protecting the country's interests and strategic assets in the 
EEZ in a few weeks. 

"To provide hermetic protection for the Tamar and 
Leviathan wells, we need huge amounts of money, which 
might raise questions whether the wells are economically 
viable," said the source. "Since we're talking about a dramatic 
economic event, and the fulfillment of energy sources on 
which the Israeli economy is expected to be based, we 
formulated a very good defense plan with a reasonable cost." 

The source says that IDF estimates the cost at "a few 
billion shekels." He adds, "This is an amount that will enable 
the procurement of new ships, search and warning systems, 
satellites for regular surveillance, training and the allocation of 
forces for missions. It does not include regular operations." 

A New And Undefended Front 
The Navy looks at a marine picture full of natural gas rigs 

and facilities and sees a new front equal in size to the State of 
Israel. The front is completely undefended, cannot be fenced 
in, is affected by the weather, and exposed to range of 
worrying threats. 

On the capabilities side, the Navy wants to prevent access 
by ships to Israel's territorial waters (which begin 22 
kilometers from the shoreline), and in its EEZ (which ranges 
from 180 to 220 kilometers from shore). While international 
law permits Israeli economic activity in these waters, it 
minimizes the ability to restrict the free movement of 
shipping. The Navy only has the authority to stop suspicious 

vessels if they are less than half a kilometer from a protected 
site. 

The Navy's current systems can only protect Israel's 
territorial waters and most of what has been declared Israel's 
"warning space," a strip of water a few tens of kilometers from 
shore. To see beyond this distance into the high seas of the 
EEZ, the Navy needs new radar systems. 

The IDF has known for a long time that Syria and 
Hizbullah have an arsenal of missiles which can attack Israeli 
economic interests at sea. "Just now, when the Israeli 
economy is starting to rely on gas in the Mediterranean, and 
against a backdrop of numerous security threats, we need a 
strong Navy," said the source. "After we create the defense 
concept, the wells will also be able to operate during 
emergencies." 

Time Is Of The Essence 
A few days ago, the Navy and Ministry of Defense sent 

proposals to other ministries ahead of their approval by the 
cabinet. The core proposal is to allow the Navy to operate on a 
regular basis on the high seas. For the IDF to legally operate in 
this area, the government must declare Tamar, Leviathan, 
Noa, and other gas fields as critical facilities requiring 
protection. 

After the cabinet approves the proposals, the Navy and 
Ministry of Defense will discuss costs and financing with the 
Ministry of Finance. The Navy hopes that decisions on 
procurements and timetables will be made within two months. 

"Given the tens of billions of shekels in royalties that the 
state will make, the cost of creating a defense infrastructure is 
reasonable and logical," says the source. "The infrastructures 
on the high seas are exposed, and time is of the essence. We 
must accelerate the procedures to protect them and create a 
reasonable response to threats in the EEZ." 
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PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
25. NAVSTA Norfolk Hosts Navy's First CSADD Rally 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 24 MAY 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Petty Officer Indra Bosko, Navy Public Affairs 
Support Element East 

NORFOLK, Va. -- Sailors from various naval bases 
around the world kicked off the Navy's first Coalition of 
Sailors Against Destructive Decisions (CSADD) rally at Naval 
Station Norfolk, May 22-23. 

CSADD was established in June 2010 as a peer mentoring 
group meant to positively influence young Sailors by 

providing resources and tools that promote good decision 
making. 

"CSADD is about Sailors helping Sailors," said CSADD's 
cofounder, Chief of Naval Personnel and Navy Total Force 
Fleet Master Chief Scott Benning. "The more that we can 
inspire, the more we can be a better nation." 
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Sponsored by Commander, Navy Region Mid Atlantic 
(CNRMA), the CSADD rally was decorated with various 
posters and educational booths. CSADD's program included 
comedic skits, video presentations and guest speakers such as 
Adm. John C. Harvey, Jr., commander, United States Fleet 
Forces Command. 

During the event, Harvey talked about the commitment of 
being a Sailor in the Navy. "Nobody came into the Navy to 
fail. Nobody," said Harvey. 

Harvey praised the visiting Sailors and volunteers at the 
event. He noted the international scope of Sailors at the 
conference, with commands from Spain, Bahrain, and various 
U.S. bases represented. 

Hospital Corpsman 2nd Class Robert Davis, from U.S. 
Naval Hospital Rota, Spain, was CSADD's European 
representative and shared his experience to local Sailors at the 
rally. 

"If you travel to Europe you are an adult and an 
ambassador of the United States of America, and it is 
important to be culturally diverse," said Davis. "Our job in 
CSADD Rota is to inform Sailors that they can be responsible, 
but at the same time to have a good time and look out for not 
only themselves but their shipmates and the people they go out 
with." 

Electrician's Mate 2nd Class Larry Douglas, president of 
the CSADD chapter at Naval Air Station Pensacola, plans to 
bring back a CSADD souvenir to his shipmates. 

"I am here to take in the Admiral's perspective and the 
whole CSADD program," said Douglas. "I am taking the 
training and definitely bringing it back to the command." 

This initiative was started with young Sailors and it has 
continued to grow with young Sailors, said Benning. 

There are currently more than 250 CSADD chapters 
operating on military bases worldwide and dozens of CSADD 
social websites. 

"CSADD is a group of people who truly care for their 
success and the success of the entire Navy," said Benning, 

highlighting this year's CSADD theme: "Navigating Success." 
Benning said, "This is about Shipmates helping Shipmates. 
Shipmates, it all starts with you." 

On the last day, Sailors were encouraged to wear their 
CSADD t-shirts, and even signed t-shirts for the current Chief 
of Naval Operations Adm. Jonathan Greenert, Vice Chief of 
Naval Operations Adm. Mark Ferguson, III, Master Chief 
Petty Officer of the Navy Rick D. West and assistant secretary 
of the Navy Juan M. Garcia. 

CSADD also held an award ceremony to recognize the 
2011 CSADD chapters of the year. USS Kearsarge (LHD 3) 
won the award followed by the CSADD chapter in Bahrain. 

"This is a great organization," said Kearsarge's Command 
Master Chief David Randall. "Before I knew much about 
CSADD, I've asked what do we need to do to help Sailors who 
make destructive decisions and CSADD has helped fixed that 
problem." 

Benning also encouraged Sailors to use social media such 
as Facebook and Twitter to educate Sailors about today's event 
and also provided feedback and suggestions about CSADD. 

"The best prevention tools are the Sailors themselves," 
said Benning. 

After 39 years of being in the Navy, Harvey reminded 
Sailors of the Navy's core values of honor, courage and 
commitment, and he encouraged Sailors to always do the right 
the thing. 

"I learned what it was like to deal with officers and 
Sailors who worked for me who made destructive decisions. 
Will you have courage with these convictions?" Harvey said 
about coming forward and helping shipmates. "You all have 
taken on a challenge that is hard. The term 'shipmate' defines 
what we are all about. In a moment's pressure, you put your 
hand out ... and it takes courage to do your part." 

The next CSADD rally will be held at Naval Base 
Coronado, Calif., June 12-13. 
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26. D.C. Mustangs Hold Commissioning Information Roundup 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 23 MAY 12) ... Defense Media Activity Pentagon Bureau 

ARLINGTON, Va. -- Enlisted Sailors from around the 
Washington, D.C., area attended a commissioning programs 
job fair hosted by the National Capitol Region Mustang 
Association on Joint Base Myer-Henderson Hall, May 23. 

The goal of the job fair was to give enlisted Sailors 
information about the different paths available toward 
becoming a commissioned officer. 

"We sometimes find it surprising on this side how little 
information there is out there available to Sailors," said Lt. 
Cmdr. John Popham, flag secretary to the Chief of Naval 
Operations. "It's amazing how many Sailors don't know what 
opportunities are available to them, and as a result, we miss 
out on a lot of great candidates every year." 

During the hour-long presentation, Sailors learned about 
options like the Seaman-to-Admiral (STA-21) program, the 
Limited Duty Officer program, and the Chief Warrant Officer 
program. Hospital Corpsman 3rd Class Carlos Poveda from 
Naval Air Facility Washington, D.C., was at the job fair, and 
he said he was interested in some of the options available in 
the medical field. 

"I do plan on applying for the STA-21 program - 
specifically the Medical Corps option, because I want to 
become a doctor," said Poveda. "I'm also interested in the 
[Medical Enlisted Commissioning Program] to become a 
physician assistant." 

Aviation Maintenance Administrationman 1st Class 
Russell Huff from OPNAV N98, presented the Officer 
Candidate School (OCS) portion of the brief. Huff is in a good 
position to give his shipmates advice on enlisted-to-officer 
programs because in July he'll be heading off to OCS himself. 
Huff started taking undergraduate classes through Navy 
College in 2007, and he just completed his Master's Degree 
this month. 

"I joined [the Navy] when I was 18 with no college at all," 
Huff said. "I want to give my timeline of how long it took me. 
[I want] to help other people focus, especially the junior 
Sailors. [I want] to tell them that it is possible to not have any 
college, start from scratch, and end up becoming a 
commissioned officer." 
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A "Mustang" is an officer who has come "up from the 
ranks" to earn a commission. Whether or not the Sailors in the 
audience decide to follow in Huff's footsteps, today's 

presentation showed them that no matter how far along they 
are in their education, there are several paths open for them to 
become a Navy Mustang. 
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27. DoD Peak Moving Season Is Now 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 23 MAY 12) ... NAVSUP Global Logistics Support 

SAN DIEGO -- The summer months herald the busiest 
move season of the year as hundreds of thousands of 
Department of Defense (DoD) and U.S. Coast Guard (USCG) 
service members receive orders to new assignments across the 
nation and worldwide. 

NAVSUP Global Logistics Support (GLS) Household 
Goods Assistant Program Manager Andrea Gergen advises 
those transferring to book their moves early. The period of 
May 15 through August 31 is the annual peak move season. 

Gergen said movers should give their Household Goods 
offices a minimum of three weeks lead time to initiate an 
effective, smoother move experience. 

DoD and the USCG book an estimated 225,000 
household goods shipments each summer, Gergen said. 

In addition to these moves, many federal civilian 
employees also choose to schedule their moves during the 
summer, since most schools are out of session and the 
relocation will be less disruptive for children. 

Service members who are faced with trying to move 
during this bottleneck period might find themselves with 
fewer options if they wait too long to book a move date. 

Gergen suggested families be flexible with their moving 
dates, plan ahead, and recognize that now is the time to get rid 
of unwanted items to reduce their shipment's weight. 

"No one wants to get a bill for being overweight on their 
shipment," Gergen said. 

Service members have two options for moving their 
household goods. They can choose a government arranged 
move, in which a contractor packs and ships their household 
goods, or they may perform a Personally Procured Move 
(PPM) formerly known as a "DITY" move, where the 
customer arranges to rent a truck or trailer, or uses their own 
vehicle to move their items. 

For more information on either option and to start the 
move process, customers should go to www.move.mil. For 
questions or concerns about moving, customers may e-mail 
householdgoods@navy.mil for assistance or contact their local 
personal property shipping office. 
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28. Petty Officer List Coming; Nearly 30K Moving Up 
(NAVY TIMES 23 MAY 12) ... Mark D. Faram 

Navy Personnel will release the names of nearly 30,000 
sailors who will advance from the March active-duty petty 
officer exams. 

The 29,244 total advancements to pay grades E-4 through 
E-6 are the highest since at least March 2008, according to 
raw quota numbers released on the Navy Advancement 
Center’s Facebook page. 

The names could be released as early as Wednesday, 
though officials would not speculate as to the exact date and 
time of release. 

As of this report, officials had not provided Navy Times 
with the complete quotas, which include the numbers of 
eligible sailors and overall opportunity percentages in each 
rating and pay grade. 
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29. Son Won't Let Go After Navy Father's Surprise Homecoming In Jacksonville 
His deployment over, a dad takes part in a surprise for his kids at school. 
(FLORIDA TIMES-UNION 23 MAY 12) ... Matt Soergel 

Wyatt Snyder wasn't going to let go of his dad. Not on 
this miraculous day. 

Wyatt wrapped him up, with his arms around Dad's 
shoulders, his legs around his waist, his head against his chest. 
He disentangled briefly so his sisters could get the hugs they 
craved too, then snaked his arms around Dad's waist again. 
And held on. 

Dad was home. To 7-year-old Wyatt, that seemed a 
wonder. 

Check out more photos from Dad's surprise 
Roy Snyder, 32, is a petty officer first class on the USS 

The Sullivans, which pulled into Mayport Naval Station 
Tuesday morning after a 228-day deployment to the 
Mediterranean. Wyatt's second-grade class at Alimacani 
Elementary School had been following his journey through 
occasional face-to-face chats with Snyder on FaceTime. 

So Snyder's wife, Meagan, arranged a surprise 
homecoming for her children, telling them that while their 
father was on his way home, he wouldn't arrive until the 28th. 

That gave time for one more FaceTime chat. 
Snyder's children, fifth-grader Avery, 11, Wyatt and 

kindergartner Sonni, 6, gathered with their classmates in 
Alimacani's library, watching their father's face on a pull-
down screen. But he wasn't on The Sullivans. He wasn't at a 
port in the Med. Instead he was 25 yards away, in a little room 
off the library. 

The connection died three times, and Snyder had a hard 
time hearing what his children and their friends were asking 
him. All that only seemed to confirm that Dad was far, far 
away. 

But after the last disconnect, Snyder — too impatient to 
wait anymore — opened the door and headed right to his 
children. 
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Wyatt saw his father first, striding toward them in his 
Navy whites. 

His eyes widened. "Daddy!" 
Then came the hugs. The excited chatter from classmates. 

The sniffles from teachers. Some sniffles from Snyder, too. 
Meagan Snyder said her husband's deployment has been 

tough on Wyatt. He's been sad, with some academic troubles 
in school. Since October his dad had been home for just 10 
days, arriving hours before the birth of his fourth child, 
Charlotte, who's five months old. Then he was back to the 
ship. 

TV cameras and a photographer moved around Sndyer 
and his children. Still Wyatt wouldn't let go. 

"He had nobody to go out and shoot the BB gun with," 
Snyder said. "I missed all his Boy Scouts this year. It was 
hard." 

"So what do you want to do now?" one of the cameramen 
asked the children. "Eat pizza!" Sonni said. Wyatt shrugged 
and held on. 

So that was the plan: Pizza. Plus a simple pleasure for 
Snyder that was long-denied on The Sullivans. 

"Let's go home," Snyder said, gathering his children to 
him, Wyatt by now wearing his father's white Navy cap. 
"Daddy wants to take his shoes off and walk barefoot." 
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30. Local Sailor Gets Invitation To White House 
Petty Officer 1st Class Ann Foster Invited To Reception For Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender Pride 
Month 
(KGTV ABC SAN DIEGO 23 MAY 12) 

SAN DIEGO -- Amid headlines over President Obama's 
stance on gay marriage, a local Sailor has snagged a once-in-a-
lifetime invite from the White House. 

Petty Officer 1st Class Ann Foster enlisted in the Navy a 
year and a half ago. Next month, she will head to the White 
House. 

"It's rather overwhelming to know I'll be representing the 
entire branch of the Navy," said Foster. 

Her emotional ride began with a phone call she received 
two weeks ago. 

"It was a good thing I was sitting down, because I 
probably would have fallen over in shock," said Foster. 

That is when she learned she will be meeting the president 
at a White House reception on June 15 for Lesbian, Gay, 
Bisexual and Transgender Pride Month. 

After "Don't Ask, Don't Tell" was repealed, Foster started 
the first-ever LGBT support group on a U.S. military base 
while training in Chicago, but first, she had to ask her 
commanding officer. 

"My palms were sweating," she recalled. "I was so 
nervous, even though I knew this man well. I was extremely 

nervous to say, 'Sir, I'm gay and I want to start a group for gay 
people.' He was very supportive… I wanted a community or 
group where people could come and ask questions." 

She said the support she got from her commanding officer 
is the same response she is getting in San Diego, where she is 
hoping to start a similar group. 

On San Diego Navy bases, Foster is getting the word out. 
She is also meeting with military leaders before she formally 
applies to start the group. 

Foster's efforts – along with her trip to the White House – 
come amid Obama's announcement of his support of same sex 
marriage. 

While Foster's group does not take positions on political 
issues, she cannot wait to voice a personal "thank you" for 
Obama's support of the LGBT community. 

"I wish there was another word for 'thank you' to sum up 
how I feel," said Foster. "It's the deepest, most heartfelt 'thank 
you' I'll probably ever give anybody." 

The reception is scheduled to take place on June 15. 
Foster is hoping to start the group on San Diego Navy 

bases in the next three months. 
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31. Navy Starting Cornerback Dismissed 
(ANNAPOLIS CAPITAL GAZETTE 23 MAY 12) ... Bill Wagner 

Football player David Sperry, who started all 12 games 
last season at cornerback, has been dismissed from the Naval 
Academy. Multiple sources told Capital Gazette 
Communications that Sperry, an honorable mention All-
Independent selection in 2011, was dismissed due to a 
violation of the academy’s drug policy. 

Sources said Sperry tested positive for Spice, a synthetic 
marijuana substitute that is banned by the Naval Academy. 
Commander William Marks, public information officer at the 
academy, confirmed to Capital Gazette yesterday that Sperry 
was no longer enrolled, but could not specify why due to 
privacy rules. 

Sperry, a native of Las Vegas, was Navy’s third-leading 
tackler last season with 70. The 5-foot-11, 173-pounder 
notched a career-high 10 tackles against both East Carolina 
and Southern Mississippi. Sperry was listed No. 1 on the depth 
chart at field corner for most of spring practice, but fell to No. 
2 behind Jonathan Wev on April 16. Navy issued an updated 
roster and depth chart this week that did not include Sperry 
and athletics spokesman Scott Strasemeier confirmed that he 
was no longer a member of the football team. 

Wev, a junior from La Marque, Texas, is now listed as the 
starter at field corner with classmate Albrey Felder as the 
backup. 
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FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
32. New Study Outlines How The Military Could Create A Leaner, Less Expensive Force 
(NEW YORK TIMES 23 MAY 12) ... Thom Shanker 

WASHINGTON — The war in Iraq is over. The war in 
Afghanistan is winding down. Today, the challenge facing the 
Pentagon is identifying the best military plans in an era to be 
defined by economic austerity. The world will be just as 
dangerous, but in different, even more unexpected ways, than 
in the years after the Sept. 11 attacks, when the Defense 
Department had a virtual blank check to pay for its programs. 

A new study, “Sustainable Preeminence: Reforming the 
U.S. Military at a Time of Strategic Change,”released 
Wednesday by the Center for a New American Security, a 
policy research center in Washington, offers some provocative 
ideas for how the Pentagon could reshape itself for this new 
era. 

The authors — Lt. Gen. David W. Barno, a retired three-
star Army officer who served as the top American officer in 
Afghanistan, Nora Bensahel, Matthew Irvine and Travis Sharp 
— call for merging several of the regional combatant 
commands, which are the global headquarters controlled by 
powerful four-star officers responsible for military actions in 
their corners of the world. Civilian and contractor work forces 
should be reduced, they say. The Army should transfer more 
of its combat brigades into the Reserves. The Navy should 
retire an aircraft carrier. And the Air Force should focus on 
building a stealthy, long-range attack and intelligence-
gathering aircraft — but one without a pilot in the cockpit, and 
so flown remotely. 

Although former Defense Secretary Robert M. Gates 
began a quest to seek efficiencies and savings in military 
spending, and the current Pentagon chief, Leon E. Panetta, has 
proposed a budget with cuts approaching $500 billion over the 
next 10 years, the study argues that the Pentagon still has not 
enacted reforms “necessary to sustain U.S. military 
preeminence into the future.” 

“Too many DOD structures, processes, programs and 
operational concepts are legacies of the past, which create 
unnecessary redundancies, waste valuable resources and 
encourage unproductive competition among the services rather 
than cooperation,” the study says. 

The study argues that more money is not the answer. “We 
disagree with those who argue that preserving American 
military preeminence requires maintaining or increasing 
current levels of defense spending,” the authors state, adding 
that the Pentagon “must maintain America’s military 
preeminence but spend less on defense by operating more 
efficiently and effectively.” 

The authors certainly join the Obama administration’s 
strategic pivot in advocating that naval and air forces should 
be prioritized “to project power and deter aggression in the 
vast Asia-Pacific” but without ignoring the “volatile greater 
Middle East.” 

And it makes the case — no less noteworthy because past 
efforts have so famously failed — that the Pentagon should 
reduce unnecessary duplication of effort. 

But in a clear break with a decade of spending that 
focused on the “today” wars of Afghanistan and Iraq, the 
study advocates “investments in technologies that leap ahead 
of the planned next generation of existing systems, especially 

technologies related to unmanned, autonomous and artificial 
intelligence systems.” 

How, exactly, should all that be done? 
One redundancy identified in the study is in the efforts of 

the military’s global combatant commands, and the authors 
propose eliminating two. That would be done by merging the 
new and smaller Africa Command into the European 
Command. Other efficiencies, the authors say, could be found 
by combining Northern Command — responsible for the 
defense of American territory as well as coordinating military 
activities with Canada and Mexico — with Southern 
Command, a light-footprint headquarters responsible for 
American military affairs in Central and South America. 

The study sets a specific target for reducing the 
Pentagon’s civilian work force by 100,000 over the next 
decade, in keeping with the diminished number of people in 
uniform over that time. Because about 30 percent of the 
Pentagon’s civilian work force will be eligible to retire by 
March 31, 2015, the Defense Department “should be able to 
accomplish some of the reductions through attrition,” the 
authors say. The study sets a goal of reducing contract 
employees by at least 15 percent more, which would reduce 
their numbers to the levels on the payroll in 2003. 

In assessing the individual armed services, the study says 
that “to accommodate budget cuts and the end of two major 
ground wars,” the Army “should transfer up to one-quarter of 
its active component armored brigades to the reserve 
component.” The report also calls for delaying the Army’s 
next ground combat vehicle until 2021. 

Under the report’s budget proposals, the Navy would see 
its carrier fleet reduced to 10 from 11, would truncate its 
program for the littoral combat ship — designed to fight 
adversaries near their own shores — and buy more of the older 
F/A-18 warplane instead of the newer F-35C. It calls for 25 
percent of all carrier-based strike aircraft to be remotely 
piloted by 2025. 

The Air Force, according to the report, “should create a 
new requirement for a long-range, stealthy unmanned 
strike/intelligence, surveillance and reconnaissance aircraft in 
addition to its plans for a new bomber.” 

They call on the Marine Corps to end its purchase 
program for the MV-22 Osprey, a tilt-rotor aircraft, and rely 
more on Navy and Air Force for troop transport missions. 

“The U.S. military should increase interdependence 
across the four services and among the active and reserve 
components,” the study argues. “Some services and 
components have acquired substantial assets beyond the 
requirements of their core missions, and the past 10 years of 
elevated defense spending have accelerated this trend. While 
some redundancy provides a useful hedge against risk, today’s 
extensive overlap among and within the services is 
unnecessary and inefficient, especially when joint 
interdependencies can yield comparable war-fighting 
effectiveness at less expense.” 

No doubt many civilian and uniformed budget planners 
will push back against the proposals. And expect another 
round of public debate — and studies — if Congress and the 
administration fail to strike a budget deal, which could trigger 
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even deeper cuts in Defense Department spending under a punitive fiscal arrangement called sequestration. 
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33. CSIS: DOD Likely Faces Cuts In $1.2 Trillion To $1.5 Trillion Range 
(INSIDE THE PENTAGON 24 MAY 12) ... Christopher J. Castelli 

The drawdown facing the Defense Department in the next 
decade will likely total $1.2 trillion to $1.5 trillion, exceeding 
the Budget Control Act's sequestration scenario, according to 
a new report that criticizes the Pentagon's failure to plan for 
the cuts as a high-stakes gamble. 

The department will likely face not only budget cuts but 
also a "weakening defense dollar in terms of purchasing power 
as measured by military capability," states the Center for 
Strategic and International Studies' report on planning for a 
deep defense drawdown, due to be released today. 

Perpetually rising costs within DOD are "eroding the 
purchasing power of the defense dollar," Clark Murdock, the 
report's author, told Inside the Pentagon in an interview. 
Murdock said his initial estimate is these internal costs are 
inflating at a rate of roughly 7 percent annually. 

Today's interim report, informed by a working group of 
30 leading defense and budget analysts, lays out a seven-step 
approach for determining which military capabilities must be 
retained and developed in the face of deep defense budget 
cuts. This includes an analytic way to categorize capabilities 
as must-have, nice-to-have, and unnecessary. In November, 
CSIS plans to issue a final report that recommends four to five 
distinct force mixes, each reflecting different potential long-
term investment strategies. 

Defense Secretary Leon Panetta, Pentagon Comptroller 
Robert Hale and senior military leaders have all repeatedly 
said DOD is not doing any planning for sequestration under 
the Budget Control Act, which could add $500 billion in cuts 
to the $487 billion DOD already faces over 10 years. The 
Pentagon has delayed serious thinking on the issue until this 
summer, not because it is in denial but rather because Panetta 
appears to be preparing for the endgame in late 2012 or early 
2013, the report states. 

Democrats and Republicans will likely wait until January, 
after the Budget Control Act's sequester mechanism is 
triggered, before negotiating a "grand bargain" deal on deficit 
reduction that consists of entitlement cuts and tax increases, 

Murdock writes, noting the deal will likely call for a less steep 
but ultimately much deeper defense drawdown. 

The absence of big programmatic cuts in DOD's $487 
billion reduction plan suggests Panetta is "saving his biggest 
chips for the hard bargaining that lies ahead," which makes 
sense politically but could minimize the seriousness of this 
summer's discussions, the report states. That would be a "big 
mistake," Murdock writes. 

"The time is past for playing games," Murdock said. 
Given DOD officials have repeatedly said the department 

would have to rewrite its recent Defense Strategic Guidance if 
faced with sequestration, let alone deeper cuts, there is little 
doubt a new strategy will be needed, Murdock said. 

Within the Pentagon's policy shop, an administration 
official told ITP, there is a recognition that DOD's strategy 
will need to be rewritten, despite the way senior defense 
officials have publicly stopped short of describing the 
outcome as likely. 

Murdock said DOD has not yet come to grips with how 
small its future force might have to be. The next round of 
changes in the department's strategy and investment plans, he 
said, can be accomplished in an iterative fashion that enables 
both strategic goals and fiscal realities to drive the process. 

In an article published in Forbes this week, defense 
consultant Loren Thompson downplayed the potential impact 
of sequestration, noting it would not be the "end of the world," 
despite the Pentagon's many apocalyptic metaphors for the 
potential impact. Depending on the outcome of the elections in 
November, sequestration's defense cuts will either be averted, 
delayed, blunted or determined to be not that alarming after 
all, he wrote. 

"I'm a bit more of an alarmist on this than Loren seems to 
be," said Murdock, noting both the nation and the Pentagon 
are facing a "fiscal crisis." That does not mean the U.S. 
military will lose its preeminence or that military professionals 
should rethink their careers, but the department must plan for 
the coming drawdown, he added. 
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34. Think Tank Calls For Major U.S. Defense Reductions 
(DEFENSE NEWS 23 MAY 12) ... Christopher P. Cavas 

In sharp contrast to Republican lawmakers’ strident calls 
to protect U.S. defense spending and even raise weapon 
budgets, a Washington think tank closely tied to the Obama 
administration is calling for significant reductions in many 
Pentagon programs, including the Joint Strike Fighter (JSF), 
the littoral combat ship and the Ground Combat Vehicle. 

“We disagree with those who argue that preserving 
American military pre-eminence requires maintaining or 
increasing current levels of defense spending,” the Center for 
a New American Security (CNAS) authors wrote in the report, 
released May 23. 

But the group also warned against cutting back too much. 
“We continue to believe,” they wrote, “that the defense 

budget can be reduced responsibly, but that total defense cuts 
beyond $500 billion to $550 billion over 10 years, measured 

relative to the Pentagon’s current level of spending, would 
place at high risk the U.S. military’s ability to execute 
America’s long-standing and generally successful military 
strategy of global engagement.” 

The report’s authors — David Barno, Nora Bensahel, 
Matthew Irvine and Travis Sharp — based their 
recommendations on four principles: 

 Naval and air forces should be prioritized to project 
power and deter aggression in the Asia-Pacific and 
Middle East theatres. 

 Interdependence among the military services should 
be increased to strengthen joint effectiveness and 
reduce unnecessary redundancy. 
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 Military requirements should be matched to threats 
based on a “holistic analysis” of the capabilities of 
the joint force. 

 Technological investment should be accelerated to 
leap ahead of the planned next generation of existing 
systems, “especially technologies related to 
unmanned, autonomous and artificial intelligence 
systems.” 

Among the report’s recommendations are: 

 The chairman and vice chairman of the Joint Chiefs 
of Staff should “assert greater authority in 
challenging combatant command (COCOM) and 
service requirements. This would be a significant 
cultural shift inside the Pentagon, which is geared to 
approve COCOM requests rather than question them. 

 The number of geographic U.S. combatant 
commands should be shrunk from six to four, 
merging Africa Command with European Command 
and Northern Command with Southern Command. 
Administrative service component commands should 
also be combined for efficiencies. 

 The Pentagon’s civilian work force should be shrunk 
by 100,000 workers over the next decade, and 
restrictions placed on the number of contractor 
“augmentees” assigned to headquarters staffs. 

On a service-by-service basis, CNAS recommends: 

 The Army would shrink to about 480,000 active-duty 
troops and transfer one-quarter of its active armored 
brigades to the reserves. Fielding of the Ground 
Combat Vehicle would be delayed until 2021; the 
Joint Light Tactical Vehicle would be reduced to 
smaller serial buys; and the Distributed Common 
Ground System would be canceled. Stryker combat 
vehicle production would be canceled; most mine-
resistant ambush-protected vehicles would be stored; 
the Humvee modernization program would be 
canceled; and exports of M1 Abrams tanks would be 
increased. 

 The Air Force should slash its planned buy of 1,763 
F-35A Joint Strike Fighters to between 1,000 and 
1,200; reduce the KC-16A tanker inventory; and 
assume the full inter-theater tactical airlift mission — 
including taking over the mission of current Navy 
and Marine Corps C-130 Hercules transports. A new 

requirement should be issued for a long-range, 
stealthy unmanned aerial system strike and 
reconnaissance platform, and development of the 
long-range strike bomber should continue, although 
the current inventory of 80 to 100 aircraft should be 
re-evaluated. Agreements for access to and presence 
at overseas bases, particularly in the Asia-Pacific and 
Middle East theaters, should be increased. 

 The Navy should reduce its carrier strike force to 10 
ships and nine carrier air wings, and reduce by half 
the current planned inventory of 369 F-35C carrier 
variants of the JSF. Planned production of 55 littoral 
combat ships would end with 27 ships, a production 
rate of two attack submarines per year should be 
continued through the early 2020s and the 
amphibious fleet held at 30 ships. Development of 
the X-47B unmanned aerial system demonstrator 
should be accelerated and a follow-on unmanned 
strike program be made a program of record. 

And while CNAS recommends one-quarter of carrier-
based strike assets to be unmanned by 2025, it recommends 
cutting in half the number of MQ-4C Broad-Area Maritime 
Surveillance unmanned aircraft. As with the Air Force, more 
ships should be based in the Western Pacific and Middle East 
regions. 

 The Marine Corps should shrink to 175,000 active-
duty personnel and sustain a three-Marine 
Expeditionary Unit (MEU) global rotation; move one 
California-based MEU to northern Australia; and 
preposition ashore more equipment in Australia, 
Guam and Qatar. CNAS recommends continuing 
current plans for the F-35B short-takeoff, vertical-
landing JSF aircraft, but would eliminate Marine 
F/A-18 C and D Hornet and EA-6B Prowler 
squadrons from regular carrier operations. MV-22 
Osprey tilt-rotor procurement would end in 2016 with 
a total of 314 aircraft; current helicopter procurement 
programs would continue; and the numbers of C-130 
and C-9 transports, executive jets, E/A-18G Growlers 
and unmanned aerial systems would be reduced. 

View Report (PDF) 
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35. McRaven Addresses SpecOps Technology Expo 
Event Draws Huge Crowd 
(NATIONAL DEFENSE 23 MAY 12) ... Eric Beidel 

TAMPA, Fla. – It's not every day that troops swoop down 
on a compound, catch the world's most notorious terrorist by 
surprise and kill him. 

Most of what special operators do is not as sexy as what 
the Navy SEALs did the day they took out Osama bin Laden 
in Pakistan, and it is the less heralded work that will define 
U.S. Special Operations Command moving forward, its leader 
said. 

About 80 percent “of what we do day-in and day-out 
doesn't get publicized,” SOCOM Commander Adm. William 

McRaven said May 22 at the annual Special Operations Forces 
Industry Conference. 

In addition to taking on a greater share of the work in 
Afghanistan, operators find themselves in 77 other countries 
doing what McRaven called “the real work” of special 
operations forces. This means training defense and police 
forces and doing the things that could help prevent kinetic 
operations. 

“The real work of special operations is about building 
partner capacity. It's about security force assistance,” 
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McRaven said. “It's about getting left of boom. How can we 
help those countries help themselves? That's what real special 
operations is about.” 

More than a year since bin Laden's death, special 
operations forces have been caught in a bit of a whirlwind that 
has seen them flirt with Hollywood and move to the top of 
President Obama's new defense strategy. The spotlight 
probably won't dim anytime soon. 

This year's conference has attracted more than 7,000 
attendees. McRaven has stated his intention to help create a 
global network of special operators, and officials from more 
than 90 countries have descended upon Tamps this week. The 
importance of these worldwide ambitions may best be 
explained by the fact that none other than Secretary of State 
Hillary Clinton is expected to deliver a speech here May 23. 
SOCOM officials cited the conference's theme of global 
partnership and the healthy international presence as reasons 
for extending an invitation to the secretary. 

While the attention may be more than many special 
operators are used to or comfortable with, SOCOM appears 
more than willing to increase its operational profile. But it will 
have to do so at the same time as it heals from more than a 
decade of war. McRaven described the force as “frayed.” 

“We're not crumbling, we're frayed,” he said. “But we 
have a lot of fighting ahead of us, so I have a responsibility to 
get ahead of this fraying.” 

McRaven would not specifically address questions related 
to current policy in Afghanistan, but said that his troops would 
be able to handle whatever demands are thrown their way. 

There are currently thousands of special operators in 
Afghanistan, where they will stay until 2014 and maybe 
beyond. SOCOM is about 66,000 strong, but only 12,000 
some are actually deployable, McRaven said. Those troops are 
“fungible” and can be interchanged between Afghanistan and 
any of the 77 other countries where they have a presence. 

Whatever the goal ends up being in Afghanistan, special 
operations forces will be able to accomplish it and still meet 
their requirements around the rest of the world, McRaven said. 

SOCOM Wish List Includes Spy Tools, Radios That 
Talk To Foreign Allies 

Special operations commanders say they need more 
powerful sensors that can help find targets, and that are small 
enough to be carried on the backs of soldiers. 

There are some places where traditional intelligence, 
surveillance and reconnaissance platforms don't work, said 
Army Brig. Gen. Neil H. Tolley, commander of Special 
Operations Command Korea. 

Tolley's command has to deal with North Korea, where 
military assets are concealed, including at least 20 
underground air bases. Four tunnels have been discovered 
under the Korean Demilitarized Zone and there may be more 
the United States doesn't know about, Tolley said. The entire 
military infrastructure is hidden from spy satellites, he said. 

“After 50 years, we still don't know much about the 
capability and full extent of this underground facility,” Tolley 
said. “Our ISR platforms are not as effective as we need them 
to be so we have to put humans there.” 

Republic of Korea and U.S. soldiers have to perform old-
fashioned reconnaissance missions, and they need sensors they 
can carry on their person. The technology has to be powerful 

enough to give leaders a decent understanding of what exactly 
is in a facility from a stand-off distance. 

The problem with current sensors is that as they increase 
in capability, they also increase in size, Tolley said. The most 
sensitive sensors are the largest and often are carried on 
trucks. But vehicles are not able to enter North Korea, he said. 

“We need something a soldier can carry on his back,” he 
said. 

Special operators also need more advanced camouflage 
techniques. The U.S. military used to say it owned the night, 
but now anyone can buy a pair of night-vision goggles, Tolley 
said. 

“We're visible again, so how do we become invisible?” he 
said – not just at night, but during the day as well. 

In Latin America and the Caribbean, U.S. forces and their 
partners are dealing with criminal organizations and insurgents 
that rely on dense vegetation to hide their activities. Navy 
Rear Adm. Thomas L. Brown Jr. said that Special Operations 
Command South needs radar that can penetrate foliage. The 
same goes for the Pacific theater, said Air Force Maj. Gen. 
Norman J. Brozenick Jr., commander of Special Operations 
Command Pacific. 

Special Operations Command Central officials said they 
need sensors that provide a persistent stare from overhead or 
underwater. In addition, SOCCENT is in the market for anti-
swarm technologies that can be used in places like the Strait of 
Hormuz. These would be tools that could affect the driver, 
hull or propeller on an adversary's boat. 

Commanders also say they want more seamless ways to 
communicate with partner nations. 

“I'd like to be able to turn on, tune in and drop into a 
discussion with my counterparts across 16 time zones,” 
Brozenick said. “That's not just a headquarters perspective. It 
goes straight down to the team level,” where it can be used by 
Navy SEALs and other commandos. 

In the European theater, there is concern about 
communication problems arising as the polar ice caps recede. 
Army Maj. Gen. Michael S. Repass said it would be beneficial 
to rethink high-frequency communication and re-engineer it 
for the future. He said he had experienced jamming twice in 
the past year using satellite communications. 

“I haven't been jammed on HF since 1983,” he said. 
Adm. McRaven Defends U.S. Information Operations 

Overseas 
The leader of U.S. Special Operations Command is 

defending military information campaigns that have come 
under attack on Capitol Hill. 

The House Defense Appropriations Committee last week 
voted to cut $81.5 million from the Pentagon's $251.6 million 
request for military information support operations (MISO) 
aimed at generating support overseas for U.S. activities. 
Critics say that the Defense Department has done a poor job of 
quantifying results of such efforts. 

But SOCOM Commander Adm. William McRaven said 
that MISO programs, now being audited by the Government 
Accountability Office, are essential tools that in many ways 
can help prevent serious conflicts. The commander said he is 
one of many officials working with lawmakers to explain to 
them exactly what these operations can do for the military. 

But it has been difficult to break through the 
misconceptions, he said. 
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“There is some baggage that comes with information 
operations. There is this belief that it is psychological 
operations, that we are somehow conducting ... nefarious 
operations to influence people and frankly that's not the case,” 
McRaven said. “Military information operations are about the 
truth. It's about putting the truth out there.” 

Army special operators describe MISO as the use of 
persuasion to influence perceptions and encourage desired 
behavior. Soldiers assigned to these tasks communicate 
information to large audiences through radio, television, 
leaflets and loudspeakers. During Desert Storm, these 
operations led to the surrender of thousands of Iraqi soldiers, 
officials said. MISO relies “on logic, fear, desire or other 

psychological factors to promote specific behaviors,” 
according to an Army special operations recruiting website. 
“The ultimate objective of [MISO] is to convince enemy, 
neutral and friendly governments, forces and populations to 
take actions favorable to the United States and its allies.” 

SOCOM works hand-in-hand with the State Department 
and local populations in particular countries to make sure “we 
are putting out the right message,” he said. The message may 
be about stopping corruption or AIDS prevention, but it 
always is based on truth, he said. 

“I just think we have to get that message to Capitol Hill 
and make sure they understand the true nature of MISO 
operations,” McRaven said. “I think they'll come around.” 
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36. Initial F-35 Training Cadre Starts JSF Transition 
(FLIGHT GLOBAL 23 MAY 12) ... Dave Majumdar 

WASHINGTON D.C. -- Initial training cadre pilots at the 
U.S. Air Force's 33rd Fighter Wing at Eglin AFB, Florida, 
have started converting over to the Lockheed Martin F-35 
Lightning II. Previously, only two test pilots, U.S. Marine 
Corps Maj Joseph Bachmann and USAF Lt Col Eric Smith, 
were flying at the sea-side base. 

The first pilot to be "checked out" on the F-35 is USMC 
Col Arthur Tomassetti, vice commander of the 33rd FW. 
Tomassetti was one of the original test pilots for the X-35B 
concept demonstrator in 2000. "The X-35 was a prototype 
with a very basic cockpit and avionics. The F-35 is a lot more 
sophisticated," he says. "Family resemblance in the airplanes 
is most definitely there and they share excellent basic flying 
qualities. But that is about where the similarities end." 

Tomassetti started his academics to fly the Joint Strike 
Fighter (JSF) at Eglin but then continued training at Naval Air 
Station Patuxent River in Maryland, where the F-35B and F-
35C are being put through their paces. 

Initially, Tomassetti underwent a Boeing F/A-18 Hornet 
refresher course before starting to fly the F-35. Tomasetti flew 
his check ride in aircraft BF-4, a short take-off vertical landing 
(STOVL) variant, in March after which he completed four test 
flights in aircraft CF-3, which is a carrier model. 

With the U.S. Naval Air Systems Command giving the go 
ahead for the F-35B to start local area flights, Bachmann 
started flying the STOVL jet on 22 May. Bachmann flew 
again on 23 May to complete the aircraft's functional check 
flight. Tomassetti is scheduled for his first F-35B local sortie 
later in the day, but that is contingent upon the weather and 
aircraft availability. 

Another pilot, USAF Lt Col Lee Kloos, commander of 
the 58th Fighter Squadron, is the first non-test pilot to start his 
transition over to the stealthy fifth-generation machine. Kloos, 
a former 2000 hour F-16 pilot and Weapons School graduate, 
has already completed four out of six cadre checkout flights 
needed to qualify him to fly the F-35A. 

Kloos had actually started his F-35 academics and 
simulator training last October. The training ran through 
January and culminated in engine runs and taxi trials. But 
because the military flight release for the F-35 was delayed, he 

had not had an opportunity to fly the stealthy new jet until 8 
May. That was when the USAF Aeronautical Systems Center 
amended the F-35A's flight release to allow non-test pilots to 
fly the aircraft. 

"The power was pretty nice, its got a pretty big engine in 
it," Kloos says. The F-35 feels "stiffer" than an F-16 and 
rumbles more under G-loading or at higher angles of attack. 
"For how big the airplane is in weight and overall size 
compared to an F-16, I thought it was very well balanced, 
powerful, and very easy to fly," he says. 

Kloos says that he is pleased with the aircraft's 
performance thus far given the system's immaturity. No 
previous fighter has shown the kind of stability and sortie 
generation rate that the F-35 is showing at this early stage, he 
says. 

Currently, pilots are flying with a very limited envelope 
of only 450 knots and 5G. The focus of most of the training is 
on practicing basic airmanship-take-offs and landings, 
formation flights and handling characteristics. Given that the 
aircraft has very limited tactical employment capabilities at 
this early stage, pilots are spending much of their flight time 
practicing emergency procedures. Kloos says that it is 
important for the new instructors to hone those basic skills so 
that they can pass those on to less experienced aviators as they 
begin flying the F-35. 

Once enough of the initial cadre of instructor pilots is 
fully trained, the 33rd FW will embark upon an Operational 
Utility Evaluation (OUE) later in the year. The OUE will 
evaluate the training syllabus and jets at Eglin to ensure that 
both are ready for regular usage. The "students" will be two 
highly experienced Eglin initial cadre pilots and two 
operational test pilots, both of whom are veteran aviators. 

"It's a very important evaluation,"Kloos says. "We need to 
make sure we're ready for it so we can give our four-star 
confidence that we can go forward with training." 

Once the OUE proves to Air Education and Training 
Command (AETC) chief Gen Edward Rice that the 33rd FW 
is ready to start regular training operations, he will give his 
approval to do so. 
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BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
37. Ships Sail Into New York City For Fleet Week Celebration 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 23 MAY 12) ... Navy Region Mid-Atlantic Public Affairs 

NEW YORK -- Six U.S. Navy ships, three U.S. Coast 
Guard cutters and 12 coalition ships from around the world 
sailed into New York harbor to commence Fleet Week New 
York 2012, May 23. 

Approximately 6,000 Sailors, Marines and Coast 
Guardsmen descended upon the city to celebrate the 25th Fleet 
Week New York, taking place May 23-30. 

This year the sea services join together to commemorate 
the bicentennial of the War of 1812. Fleet Week has been New 
York City's celebration of the sea services since 1984. It is an 
unparalleled opportunity for citizens of New York and the 
surrounding area to meet Sailors, Marines and Coast 
Guardsmen, as well as see, firsthand, the latest capabilities of 
today's maritime services. 

"I'm glad to be here with the Wasp to commemorate the 
War of 1812 and to get to be home and see my family since I 
haven't seen them in quite some time," said Aviation Support 
Equipment Technician 2nd Class Angel Garcia, from Bronx, 
N.Y. and currently stationed aboard USS Wasp (LHD 1). 

Navy ships participating in this year's commemoration 
include multipurpose amphibious assault ship Wasp, the 
Ticonderoga-class cruiser USS San Jacinto (CG 56) and the 
Arleigh Burke-class guided missile destroyers USS Mitscher 
(DDG 57), USS Gonzalez (DDG 66), USS Donald Cook 
(DDG 75) and USS Roosevelt (DDG 80). 

Wasp and Roosevelt will dock in Manhattan at Piers 90 
and 92. All other U.S. Navy ships will dock at Sullivan's 
Homeport Pier in Staten Island. The U.S. Coast Guard 
signature ship, Eagle, will dock at Pier 90 in Manhattan, while 
two additional Coast Guard cutters, along with several 

coalition ships will dock in Brooklyn at the Port Authority 
Piers. 

Public visitations of the U.S. Navy ships will commence 
May 24 and conclude May 29. Manhattan ships at Piers 90 
and 92, as well as Staten Island ships located at the Homeport 
Pier, are open every day from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Coalition ships 
located at Port Authority Piers in Brooklyn are open Saturday, 
Sunday and Monday, May 26-28, from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Throughout the week, a number of exhibits and displays 
will show off the technology of the maritime services to 
include air shows and ground demonstrations by members of 
the Navy, Marine Corps and Coast Guard team. 

"Being a part of Fleet Week is awesome. Last year I was 
in Afghanistan on the bird to go over there, and this year I'm 
here at Fleet Week in New York City, back in my hometown," 
said Lance Corporal Dennis Cox, from Manhattan, N.Y., 
currently attached to the Ground Combat Element from1st 
Battalion, 9th Marine Regiment. "I joined the Marine Corps 
because of 9/11. That kind of sealed the deal for me. If I could 
have, I would have joined right then and there, but I had to 
wait to graduate high school first." 

This year, Fleet Week New York is one of the signature 
events around the country commemorating OpSail 2012, the 
Bicentennial of the War of 1812 and the Star-Spangled 
Banner. The commemoration of the 200th anniversary of the 
War of 1812 is a salute to all Sailors and Marines who fought 
gallantly in that conflict, all who served in the nation's 
conflicts since then, and who are defending freedom around 
the world today. 
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38. Tall Ships Lead The Way In New York's Fleet Week 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 23 MAY 12) ... Mariano Andrade 

NEW YORK — A flotilla of tall ships from around the 
world sailed Wednesday into New York Harbor, kicking off 
annual Fleet Week celebrations and marking the bicentennial 
of the War of 1812. 

The first masts visible over the horizon at the bay 
entrance early Wednesday belonged to the "Juan Sebastian de 
Elcano," a four-mast Spanish navy schooner. 

It was followed by the three-mast "Dewaruci" from 
Indonesia, and two French naval tall ships, "La Belle Poule" 
and the "Etoile." 

Nine navy tall ships sailed into the bay under the 
Verrazano-Narrows Bridge including the "Cisne Blanco" from 
Brazil, Mexico's "Cuauhtemoc," the "Gloria" from Colombia 
and the "Guayas" from Ecuador. 

It was the first time in 12 years that tall ships participated 
in New York's Fleet Week. 

Some 14 modern navy warships also joined the parade, 
included the JS Shirane, a helicopter-carrying destroyer, the 
Canadian destroyer HMCS Iroquois, and several mid-sized 
U.S. Navy warships. 

After sailing past the Statue of Liberty, the flotilla entered 
the Hudson River, where they were met by the U.S. Coast 
Guard barque, the "Eagle." 

The "Eagle" was built in Hamburg in 1936 and used to 
train German naval cadets during World War II. The United 
States took it as a war prize in 1946. 

"The ships are a visual experience. There's nothing like 
this," said Paulette Nedrow, from the U.S. Coast Guard. 

Heavy security for the event included police in helicopters 
hovering above and officers in swift vessels on both sides of 
the flotilla. 

"This kind operation is very strict about what you can do 
and what you cannot do. Here the U.S. Navy is involved as we 
have war ships in the parade," Nedrow said. 

The ships sailed up the Hudson River to the George 
Washington Bridge, and then returned to dock at piers in New 
York and nearby New Jersey, where many will open to the 
public over the long Memorial Day holiday weekend. 

New York's Fleet Week has been an annual event since 
1984 and includes visits by Navy and Coast Guard ships, as 
well as thousands of Sailors and marines on leave. 

This year the focus is on the bicentennial of the War of 
1812, in which the young United States fought Britain and its 
native allies to consolidate U.S. independence. 

As dramatic as the parade was, Nedrow said she has seen 
more spectacular ones during her 30 years with the Coast 
Guard. 
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"We used to have larger parades. It seems today's 
economy has an impact and countries think twice now before 

sending them," she said. 
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39. Staten Island Awash In Ships And Sailors 
(STATEN ISLAND ADVANCE 23 MAY 12) ... Paul Liotta and Keely Mohin 

STATEN ISLAND, N.Y. -- Their ships snugly berthed 
following the nautical parade that heralded Fleet Week 2012, 
Sailors in their summer whites strode the Stapleton pier today. 

The ships, representing navies around the world, include 
the Indonesian KRI Dewaruci, the Brazilian Cisne Branco and 
the USS Mitscher, the USS Gonzalez, the USS San Jacinto 
and the USS Donald Cook. 

Lt. j.g. Dawn Stankus, a public affairs officer for the U.S. 
Navy, is stationed for the week at the pier. She said she was 
looking forward to the ship blessing that takes place tomorrow 
at noon. 

The tradition dates to chaplains who would bless the ships 
and Sailors deploying for battle. 

"It's important to remember how these things started," Lt. 
Stankus said. "I really enjoy that we are getting back to the 
roots of Fleet Week." 

She expressed a great admiration for her fellow Sailors. 
"Each Sailor has a great passion for what they do for their 

country," Lt. Stankus said. 
This is something the Staten Island community has 

certainly not forgotten. 
Sonny Tannenbaum of Dongan Hills, a Naval Criminal 

Investigative Service special agent helping conduct the 
standard security briefings for the commanding officers of the 
ships, called Fleet Week "a great event." 

"Staten Islanders are very proud of the Navy. All the 
residents are very patriotic and look forward to it every year," 
Tannenbaum said. "I plan on bringing my nieces and nephews 
to the blessing of the fleet tomorrow." 

Tannenbaum was not the only Staten Islander who was 
excited for Fleet Week. Staten Island Fleet Week Inc. has been 
planning for the event all year. 

The group is a veterans organization that makes meals 
available to the Sailors throughout the week. 

Vito Giobbie, a former infantryman who served in the 
Vietnam War, is the chief executive of the organization. He 
said that all who volunteer feel an attachment to the veterans. 

"Most of us have a tie to the armed forces," Giobbie said. 
"We feel a responsibility to the veterans and this is what we 
can do to help." 

Diane Gerber, the public relations director of Staten 
Island Fleet Week Inc., emphasized that everything they give 
to the Sailors is from local merchants and just-plain folks. 

"We get everything from donations. Most of the food we 
are serving came from either the American Legion or 
Somerset Foods," Ms. Gerber said. "We also raise funds 
throughout the year by asking for donations and we sell food 
to the public who come to see the ships." 

Anyone interested in learning more about Staten Island 
Fleet Week should consult www.sifleetweek.com. 

Here is the schedule of events for Fleet Week 2012: 
Wednesday 
8:30 a.m. to noon: Parade of Ships at the Hudson River 

starting under the Verrazano-Narrows Bridge 
Thursday 
8 a.m. to 5 p.m.: Free ship tours at The Sullivans Pier 

(formerly the home port) in Stapleton 
Friday 
8 a.m. to 5 p.m.: Free ship tours at The Sullivans Pier 
Saturday 
8 a.m. to 5 p.m.: Free ship tours at The Sullivans Pier 
Noon to 5 p.m.: Annual Splash Music Festival at the 

Sullivans Pier 
Sunday 
8 a.m. to 5 p.m.: Free ship tours at The Sullivans Pier 
10 a.m. to 3 p.m.: Staten Island War of 1812 

Commemoration Event at Fort Wadsworth Noon to 5 p.m.: 
Annual Splash Music Festival at The Sullivans Pier 

Monday 
8 a.m. to 5 p.m.: Free ship tours at The Sullivans Pier 
9 a.m.: U.S. Marine Corps Aviation Event at Clove Lakes 

Park 
Tuesday 
8 a.m. to 5 p.m.: Free ship tours at Stapleton Pier 
1 p.m.: U.S. Navy Aviation Event at New Dorp High 

School 
Broadcast Clip - Fleet Week 2012 
(STATEN ISLAND ADVANCE 23 MAY 12) Luca Sforza 
Islanders come out to watch the parade of ships sail into 

New York Harbor underneath the Verrazano-Narrows Bridge 
to kick off Fleet Week activities in the city. This year 
commemorates the bicentennial of the War of 1812 and the 
penning of "The Star-Spangled Banner." 

View Clip (RT: 1:42) 
View Gallery (22 Photos) 
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40. USS Constitution Sailors Depart For New York Fleet Week 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 23 MAY 12) ... Seaman Michael Achterling, USS Constitution Public Affairs 

CHARLESTOWN, Mass. -- Sailors assigned to USS 
Constitution will be participating in New York Fleet Week, 
May 23-25. 

Fleet Week New York 2012 is an annual event that 
provides an opportunity for the citizens of New York City and 
the surrounding Tri-State area to meet Sailors, Marines and 
Coast Guardsmen, as well as witness firsthand the latest 

capabilities of today's Navy, Marine Corps and Coast Guard 
and is being held May 23-30. 

"New York City Fleet Week is one of the 1812 
Bicentennial Commemoration signature events," said Cmdr. 
Matt Bonner, Constitution's 72nd commanding officer. "It is a 
wonderful opportunity to share Constitution's rich history and 
her mission today with Fleet Week's large audience and 
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especially have the public meet the Sailors that make up her 
crew." 

Constitution Sailors are expected to serve as the color 
guard detail for national recording artist Katy Perry, who will 
be performing a private concert to Fleet Week personnel. 
They'll also be giving interactive historical presentations of 
Constitution's history to the Boys & Girls Club of Harlem, 
Brooklyn, and Paramus High School in Paramus, N.J. 

National media will focus on Constitution Sailors with 
appearances on "The View" and NBC's "Today Show." 

"New York City Fleet Week is an impressive tradition, 
going back since 1984, that honors the Navy and Marine 
Corps," said Sonar Technician Submarine 1st Class (SS) Mark 
Comeiro of Constitution. "It's important for Constitution to 

participate this year due to the bicentennial of the War of 1812 
celebration happening throughout the country. Our ship was a 
major naval presence then and Sailors carry on her legacy 
today, because in reality, the mission of today's Navy hasn't 
changed much from the past." 

Navy ships participating in New York Fleet week are: 
USS Wasp (LHD 1), USS Mitscher (DDG 57), USS San 
Jacinto (CG 56), USS Roosevelt (DDG 80), USS Donald 
Cook (DDG 75), USS Gonzalez (DDG 66). USCGC Eagle 
(WIX 327), along with coalition ships, and many other tall 
ships from around the world will also be in attendance. 

Many of the ships in attendance will be open for public 
visitation May 23-30, from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
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41. Service Members Visit Boys & Girls Club Of Harlem To Educate On War Of 1812 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 23 MAY 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Katherine Hofman, Chief of Naval Personnel 
Public Affairs 

NEW YORK -- Sailors, Marines and Coast Guardsmen 
visited Fredrick Douglas Academy in Harlem to share their 
experiences of serving in the maritime services during the 
kick-off of Fleet Week New York City 2012, May 23. 

The service members were welcomed by the students with 
a standing ovation and an introduction by Principal Joseph 
Gates. 

"I want to encourage you to say thank you to the service 
members and show appreciation for their dedication to this 
country. As principal, I am deeply honored to have you 
[service members] in this building. You are the most noble 
and honorable profession," said Gates. 

The educational assembly was sponsored by the Boys and 
Girls Club of Harlem to create an opportunity for giving the 
children a positive experience. 

"Quite often we have young people who have family, who 
have parents, grandparents, great grandparents who have 
served this country, but don't see the real value that it brings to 
their lives," said Gisele C. Shorter, executive director of the 
Boys and Girls Club of Harlem. "We need to make sure young 
people honor the service and recognize what it does to the 
communities, to our larger country, and the value of saying 
thank you." 

Students were shown the traditional presentation of colors 
by the U.S. Coast Guard color guard followed by a 
presentation on the War of 1812 by Operations Specialist 
Seaman Mallory Chappell, of Carrier Strike Group 10. 

Wearing a traditional 1812 Navy uniform Chappell provided 
the historical period piece of the presentation. 

Navy Band Northeast ended the presentation treating the 
students to a rousing jazz music performance. 

"Young people have to see it to live in a world with 
possibilities where they imagine themselves as potential 
members of the armed forces," said Shorter. "We invite young 
people to step into the world of possibilities to think beyond 
the immediacy. Step into a world of possibilities, where they 
start to see things. That comes through one-on-one interaction 
with adults that are telling their stories," said Shorter. 

Held nearly every year since 1984, Fleet Week New York 
is the city's celebration of the sea services. Fleet Week New 
York provides an opportunity for the citizens of New York 
City and the surrounding tri-state area to meet Sailors, 
Marines and Coast Guardsmen, as well as see, first-hand, the 
latest capabilities of today's maritime services. More than 
6,000 service men and women from the U.S. and coalition 
nations will arrive aboard the ships. 

This year, Fleet Week New York is one of the signature 
events around the country commemorating OpSail 2012, the 
Bicentennial of the War of 1812 and the Star-Spangled 
Banner. 

The commemoration of the 200th anniversary of the War 
of 1812 is a salute to all Sailors and Marines who fought 
gallantly in that conflict, who served in all our nation's 
conflicts since then, and who are defending freedom around 
the world today. 
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42. Remembering America's 'Second War Of Independence' 
Some local Memorial Day events recall War of 1812 
(ANDOVER (MA) EAGLE-TRIBUNE 23 MAY 12) ... Jonathan Phelps 

It's been 200 years since the War of 1812, but its impact 
still rings out today through the words of our National 
Anthem. 

This Memorial Day, the town of Andover will pay tribute 
to 200th anniversary of the war against the British over trade 
disputes, among other things. 

"The War of 1812 was really our second war of 
independence," said Michael Burke, Andover's veterans 

services director. "If the United States lost the war, the British 
may have taken control of us and colonized once again. 

"The War of 1812 certainly showed the world that we're a 
power to be reckoned with," he said. 

The lyrics of the Star Spangled Banner by Francis Scott 
Key were also inspired by the war, Burke said. 

Brian Carey, an Andover High School history teacher and 
a U.S. Navy Reservist, will speak on the War of 1812 during 
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Monday's ceremony at The Park in Andover, following the 
town's annual parade, which starts at 10 a.m. 

Burke said the grand marshal for this year's Andover 
parade will be Andover resident Thomas Busta, a World War 
II Veteran of Iwo Jima, whose story was recently included in 
the most recent "Heroes Among Us" created by the town. 

Along with a tribute to the 200th anniversary of the War 
of 1812, North Andover will also remember the 70th year of 
the Bataan Death March, said Ed Mitchell, North Andover's 
veteran services director. 

During the death march, 70,000 Filipino and American 
soldiers who surrendered to the Japanese during a World War 
II battle in the Philippines on April 9, 1942, were forced to 
march up to 85 miles to a Japanese prison camp. 

If the soldiers fell or could not keep up during the march, 
they were executed. An estimated 24,000 men died during the 
march. 

North Andover's Memorial Day ceremony will be 
dedicated to the memory of U.S. Air Force Technical Sgt. 
James Harvey, who survived the march and being a prisoner 
of war. Harvey, who was born in Lawrence and later resided 
in North Andover, died in 1962, Mitchell said. 

His widow, Ursula Harvey Cebula, will be the guest of 
honor during Monday's ceremony in North Andover, at the 
Center Common, which will take place after the annual parade 
that starts at 10 a.m. 

The guest speaker at the ceremony will be Lindsey Elder 
of the Boston University ROTC. 

"This is an opportunity for the general public to take time 
out of their schedule to remember those who have made the 
ultimate sacrifice so we can enjoy the freedom of summer 
vacation and the freedom of doing the things they love, 
whether its going to the beach, fishing, golfing or going away 
for the weekend," Mitchell said. 

On Monday, Lawrence will hold its annual wreath laying 
ceremony at the Bellevue Cemetery at 9:30 a.m. 

"It is extremely important day for me as a veteran because 
it is a day we set aside to say thank you to the people who 
have sacrificed so much for our freedom," said Jaime 
Melendez Jr., Lawrence's veterans director. 

The guest speaker will be Sgt. Alberto Gonzalez, a 
Massachusetts National Guardsman who recently returned 
from Afghanistan. 

"I think it is relevant," Melendez said. "I am bringing a 
young veteran to honor all the veterans of Lawrence both past 
and present and to honor their service to our nation." 

Memorial Day events in the Merrimack Valley 
Monday: 

Andover: Parade at 10 a.m., starting at the corner of Elm 
and Florence streets and proceeding to Main Street to 
Punchard Avenue and Bartlet Street, ending with a ceremony 
at The Park, near town offices, 36 Bartlet St. The grand 

marshal is a World War II veteran of Iwo Jima Thomas Busta. 
Brian Carey, Andover High School history teacher and the 
U.S. Navy Reservist, will speak on the War of 1812, as the 
country honors its 200th anniversary. In the event of heavy 
rain, observances will be held inside Memorial Auditorium. 
Before the parade, ceremonies will be held in West Parish 
Cemetery at 7 a.m., St. Augustine Cemetery at 7:30 a.m. and 
Spring Grove Cemetery at 8 a.m. 

Haverhill: The Haverhill Police Relief Association will 
honor deceased members of the association at the police 
monument in front of the police station, 40 Bailey Blvd., at 9 
a.m. Guest speaker is U.S. Sen. Scott Brown, a 32-year 
member of the Army National Guard. Parade kicks off at 
10:30 a.m. in front of VFW Lorraine Post 29, 64 Kenoza Ave. 
Marchers will head down Main Street to Summer Street and 
Linwood Cemetery for a memorial service. 

The event is coordinated by the VFW's Memorial Day 
Parade Committee. This year's committee chairman is 
Clarence DeGraves, adjutant of the VFW. The parade's master 
of ceremonies is John Kazarosian and principal speaker is 
Mayor James Fiorentini. Veterans Services Director Michael 
Ingham also will speak. Lizzie Faircloth, a Haverhill High 
School student, will deliver General Logan's orders. Whittier 
Regional Vocational Technical High School student Danny 
Belanger will recite Lincoln's Gettysburg Address. Haverhill 
High student George Bomer will recite a poem titled 
"Freedom is Not Free." VFW Cmdr. Larry Cartier will serve 
as parade marshal. 

Lawrence: Ceremony at 9:30 a.m. at Bellevue Cemetery. 
Keynote speaker will be Sgt. Alberto Gonzalez, a 
Massachusetts National Guardsman, who recently returned 
from Afghanistan. 

Methuen: Parade forms at American Legion Post 122, 
200 Broadway at 9:30 a.m. The parade steps off from the 
legion at 10 a.m. and proceeds to Charles Street monuments 
for services. The parade proceeds to Walnut Grove Cemetery 
on Grove Street for services, then returns to American Legion 
via Grove Street, Barker Street, Pelham Street, Hampshire 
Street and Broadway. The Veterans of Foreign Wars Arnold F. 
Greenwood Post 8349 will conduct services at Elmwood 
Cemetery Veterans Lot at noon. 

North Andover: Parade forms at 10 a.m. on the west side 
of Center Common (Osgood and Andover streets). The parade 
goes right onto Massachusetts Avenue and then left onto 
Salem Street, ending at the Ridgewood Cemetery for a 
ceremony. Upon completion of the ceremony, the parade will 
reform and proceed back to the Center Common. A small 
contingency will form at VFW Post 2104 on Park Street for 
the ceremonial flag raising and reception. In the event of 
inclement weather, services will be held in the North Andover 
Middle School Veteran's Auditorium at 10:30 a.m. 
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43. BRAC Fight May Not Be Over, DoD Official Says 
(FEDERAL TIMES 23 MAY 12) ... Andy Medici 

The Defense Department is still pushing for two more 
rounds of base realignments and closures despite opposition 
from Congress, according to a senior Pentagon official. 

Dorothy Robyn, deputy undersecretary of defense for 
installations and environment, said it’s typical for Congress to 

reject DoD requests for a BRAC on the first try. The Defense 
Department requested in its fiscal 2013 budget two new 
rounds of base closures — one in 2013 and one in 2015. 

While Robyn would not speculate about whether the 
Defense Department plans to request the BRAC rounds again 
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in the 2014 budget if it’s rejected in its 2013 budget request, 
she said she would be surprised if DoD didn’t continue to ask 
for it. 

“In the past, DoD has had to make repeated requests 
before it finally gets a BRAC round,” Robyn said. 

The House on May 18 passed the National Defense 
Authorization Act that prohibits DoD from proposing, 
planning or carrying out a BRAC round in 2013. Sen. Claire 
McCaskill, D-Mo., chairwoman of the Senate Armed Services 
Committee panel with jurisdiction over military installations, 
said she is willing to allow the closing of U.S. military bases 
overseas, but not domestic bases. 

Robyn said that there was support within Congress for 
additional BRAC rounds, but that the supporters “are less 
vocal” than the detractors. She said DoD asked for the rounds 
in 2013 and 2015 in order to prevent BRAC from becoming an 
election issue. 

“You want to keep it as removed from politics as 
possible,” Robyn said. 

She said BRAC gives DoD more authority to work with 
communities to help lessen the impact of base closures and to 
promote the economic development of closed installations. 
For example, BRAC allows DoD to convey buildings directly 
to the affected community instead of going through the 
traditional property disposal process, Robyn said. 
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44. Public Invited To Welcome USS Mississippi Sub Friday 
(BILOXI (MS) SUN HERALD 23 MAY 12) ... Michael Newsom 

The public is invited to welcome the new $2 billion USS 
Mississippi nuclear submarine as it arrives in Pascagoula on 
Friday, which is a week ahead of its June 2 commissioning. 

The sub will be commissioned at a high security event at 
the Port of Pascagoula next week, for which the public was 
able to register. Officials said that this Friday, they encourage 
the public to come to a viewing area on the Pascagoula 
Waterfront on the east bank of the Pascagoula River off 
Frederick Street to watch the sub pull into the commissioning 
site. 

It's not entirely clear when the Mississippi will arrive 
Friday. The Navy has scheduled a media availability there at 
about noon for journalists to cover the event, but officials said 
Wednesday the sub's actual arrival time could fluctuate. More 
details could emerge today or Friday about the arrival time 
and the new information would be reported at sunherald.com. 

"I am very excited that this wonderful event is being held 
in the city of Pascagoula," Mayor Robbie Maxwell said. "The 
commissioning is going to bring the Mississippi Coast much 
deserved attention. I am also proud that a submarine named 
for our state will be keeping the world safe by patrolling 
international waters for years to come." 

City officials said some mementos and flags will be 
distributed to members of the public who attend. Parking for 
the arrival is available at the west end of Dupont Avenue, 
officials said. Jackson County District Three Supervisor Mike 
Mangum said attendees will have a good spot to see the sub 
come in. 

"The arrival day for USS Mississippi will be a historic, 
memorable event for Jackson County," Mangum said. 

Construction on the USS Mississippi, which is the ninth 
in the Virginia class, began in February 2007. General 
Dynamics Electric Boat in Groton, Conn., and Newport News 
Shipbuilding, a Virginia-based division of Huntington Ingalls, 
are building the new Virginia-class subs for the Navy. 

The Virginia class is billed as the Navy's "next 
generation" of attack sub. 

The nuclear-powered Virginia class can travel at speeds 
of about 30 miles per hour and operate at depths below 800 
feet. 

The Navy uses the Virginia-class and other attack subs to 
seek and destroy enemy subs and ships. They've also been 
used to "project power ashore" with cruise missiles. Mine 
warfare and intelligence, reconnaissance and other missions 
are among the submarine's operations. 

Return to Index 
 

45. Sailors Aboard The USS Mississippi To Volunteer In Pascagoula With Habitat For Humanity 
(PASCAGOULA (MS) PRESS 23 MAY 12) ... Susan Ruddiman 

PASCAGOULA, Mississippi - A group of Sailors from 
the USS Mississippi (SSN 782) will volunteer with Habitat for 
Humanity of the Mississippi Gulf Coast while the ship is 
docked in Pascagoula awaiting the upcoming commissioning 
ceremony set for Saturday, June 2. 

The submarine is expected to arrive and dock at the Port 
of Pascagoula on Friday, May 25. 

On Tuesday, May 29, several Sailors will spend the day 
working in Pascagoula on an ongoing housing project. The 
volunteers will be working on the final stages of construction 
and landscape at a home site at 1505 School Ave. in 
Pascagoula. 

This home is enrolled in the LEED for Homes Program. 
Certification in the LEED for Homes Program signifies that 
the project takes an aggressive stance on energy efficiency, 
reducing the impact of construction on the environment, and 
producing a healthy place for people to live. 

This home is the second LEED project Habitat has 
undertaken in Pascagoula. 

Capt. John McGrath, USS Mississippi's commanding 
officer, said his crew was interested in assisting in volunteer 
projects while the submarine is in Pascagoula for its 
commissioning. 

"The Sailors are true ambassadors of good will for not 
only the Submarine Force, but the U.S. Navy," McGrath said. 
"Since the early days of the boat's construction, my crew has 
diligently shown their volunteer spirit by giving of their off-
duty time to various activities in Connecticut. It's only fitting 
for my crew to do the same in their namesake state of 
Mississippi." 

Adele Lyons, director of development, Habitat for 
Humanity of the Mississippi Gulf Coast said she appreciates 
the support from the Sailors of USS Mississippi. 
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"Since Habitat for Humanity has been involved in an 
initiative to engage members of the military community, it is a 
perfect match to get Sailors from the Mississippi involved in 
one of our projects. From past experience, we know these 
Sailors have a work ethic is second to none. We truly 

appreciate the Sailors wanting to give back to this community 
through volunteerism," Lyons said. 

USS Mississippi was also recognized for its volunteerism. 
In December 2011, the submarine and her crew received a 
2011 Navy Community Service/Project Good Neighbor 
community service award. 
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46. Navy Sub Commander, Firefighter Set To Speak At Marblehead Memorial Day 
(MARBLEHEAD (MA) REPORTER 23 MAY 12) ... Kris Olson 

MARBLEHEAD — A decorated Navy submarine 
commander and a local firefighter and Gulf War veteran will 
be the featured speakers as Marblehead marks Memorial Day 
Monday. 

Rear Admiral Richard P. Breckenridge, commander of 
Submarine Group 2 (see navy.mil/local/subgru2 or 
facebook.com/subgru2), will offer his remarks at Memorial 
Park, while Doug Knowles, past commander at the VFW Post 
2005, will speak at Waterside Cemetery. 

A 1982 Naval Academy graduate, Breckenridge has 
served on the USS Hammerhead, USS Florida and USS 
Philadelphia. As commander of the USS Memphis, his crew’s 
service included a 2003 deployment in support of Operation 
Iraqi Freedom. He has also served in Defense Secretary 
William S. Cohen’s office. 

A native of Marshfield, Breckenridge has been honored 
with the Defense Superior Service Medal (twice), the Legion 
of Merit (three times), Meritorious Service Medal (three 

times), Navy and Marine Corps Commendation Medal, Navy 
and Marine Corps Achievement Medal (three times) and 
various campaign and unit awards. 

Ceremonies will follow their customary format with a 
short service at the Clark Landing at 8 a.m. Monday, with the 
main parade beginning at 9 a.m. from the Old Town House. 
The procession, with World War II Marine Corps veteran 
Harold “Brud” Pierce serving as honorary grand marshal, will 
make its way to Memorial Park, pausing there for 
Breckenridge’s remarks and other ceremonies. The parade will 
then reform and proceed to Waterside, where Knowles will 
speak. 

In advance of Memorial Day, residents are invited to 
participate in other events as well. On Saturday, the public is 
invited to report to the bell tower at Waterside at 9 a.m. to help 
place flags at the gravesites of veterans. On Sunday at 1 p.m., 
the public is also invited to the veterans’ service at the Star of 
the Sea Cemetery off Lafayette Street. 
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47. Navy SEALs Challenge Montgomery Students With Life Lessons 
(WASHINGTON POST 23 MAY 12) ... Alex Ruoff and Peggy McEwan 

It was mind over matter for the 40 high school students 
who jumped into the swimming pool on Saturday at Martin 
Luther King Jr. Swim Center in Silver Spring. 

Most of them were participating in their first endurance 
swim. Some just learned to swim so they could take part in the 
Navy SEALS Fitness Challenge, presented by the 
Montgomery County Recreation Sports Academy. 

Joe Jones, a U.S. Navy SEAL stationed in Little Creek, 
Va., said the challenge was one of the basic tests for becoming 
a SEAL. 

“We give [them] lessons on mental toughness, and we 
give physical toughness. The physical challenge is an 
application of the mental toughness,” he said. 

The 500-meter swim was the first of the challenges faced 
by the students, all male except for Mercy Nuhu, 18, a junior 
at Albert Einstein High School in Kensington. In total, there 
were five challenges the students would complete that 
morning. Other challenges included two minutes each for 
push-ups, sit-ups and pull-ups, followed by a 1.5-mile run. 

In the week leading up to the event, Jeremiah Monrose, 
15, a freshman at Montgomery Blair High School in Silver 
Spring, said he was getting nervous. 

He was one of the students who learned to swim though 
the program, which started in February. 

He was worried he might drown, he said. But he kept in 
mind the words of one of his swim instructors. 

“He told me: It’s about self-determination, just don’t 
quit,” Monrose said of his instructor, a SEAL who declined 

through a public relations agency to be interviewed for this 
article. 

At the end of the challenges, Jeremiah said he was proud 
to have completed the course. He said that the swimming was 
the hardest part for him; the running and push-ups, the easiest. 

“I feel pretty good. My teammates cheered me on and 
helped me complete the challenge, and I cheered for them,” he 
said. 

Students from the Blair program took the top three places 
for individual achievement at the event. Senior Nebiyu Fitta 
came in first; junior Elias Yishak, second; and freshman 
Kalabe Arefeayne, third. The team won the trophy for top-
performing school. 

Nuhu said she learned a great lesson preparing for and 
completing the challenge. 

“It lets me know I can set goals and accomplish them,” 
she said. “Being the only woman makes me feel tough.” 

The program, which ran for 10 weeks, was part of the 
county Department of Recreation’s effort to reach out to 
students in four county schools with large populations of 
youth thought to be at risk for joining gangs or facing 
violence, organizers said. Both are commonly associated with 
high dropout rates and failing grades; low family income can 
be a factor. 

The schools selected for the program in addition to 
Montgomery Blair and Albert Einstein were Springbrook High 
School in Silver Spring and Wheaton High School. All four 
have higher-than-average dropout rates. 
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Blair’s dropout rate is nearly double the countywide 
average, at 12.6 percent, according to Montgomery County 
public schools statistics. At Wheaton High School, nearly 82 
percent of the student body is enrolled in the county’s free and 
reduced-price meals program, reserved for students from low-
income households. 

The program was an optional component of the Sports 
Academy programs offered by the Montgomery County 
Recreation Department at the four schools. The program is 
paid for by the Department of Recreation as part of the 
academy program and was free for the students. 

“[The Sports Academy] provides adult supervision for 
students — we try to give them a place to go,” said Jose 

Segura, a recreation specialist with the county’s Department of 
Recreation who runs and helped start the Sports Academy 
program at Blair in 2006 after serving as a security assistant at 
the school between 2003 and 2006. 

Few of the students participating in the competition have 
shown direct interest in becoming Navy SEALs — a highly 
lauded position within the Naval Special Warfare division — 
but most have taken their message of resiliency and mental 
toughness to heart, Segura said. 

“I think the best was to hear about a kid who didn’t want 
to become a SEAL, but he said he was considering joining 
[the] medical field now that he knows what he’s capable of,” 
Segura said. 
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48. Blue Ridge Chefs Defend Iron Chef Title 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 23 MAY 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Mel Orr, USS Blue Ridge Public Affairs 

USS BLUE RIDGE, At Sea -- Culinary specialists aboard 
U.S. 7th Fleet flagship USS Blue Ridge (LCC 19) competed in 
a cooking contest on May 20, for the opportunity to compete 
in an upcoming "Iron Chef" cooking competition filmed in 
Bangkok, Thailand. 

The contest aboard Blue Ridge was organized by Chief 
Warrant Officer Brian Ware, the "chow boss," to determine 
the best to serve as sous chefs to Culinary Specialist 1st Class 
Frank Medina. 

The U.S. Embassy in Thailand requested Sailors from the 
ship to appear on an "Iron Chef" program in Bangkok during 
the ship's visit. Blue Ridge Sailors have previously competed 
and won cooking competitions in Vladivostok, Russia in 2010 
and Sepangar, Malaysia in 2011, and Ware knew that his team 
would be up for the challenge. 

"I could only send three CSs (culinary specialists) but 
have over 100 CSs aboard," Ware said. "The only way to 
make it fair was to hold a competition for all E-5 and above 
CSs to compete against each other aboard the ship in three-
person teams." 

The ship-wide contest was held on the enlisted mess 
decks and featured three-member teams from the enlisted 
galley, Chiefs Mess, flag mess and wardroom. Their dishes, 
with the secret ingredient of pineapple, were presented to a 12-
judge panel representing different departments from U.S. 7th 
Fleet staff and Blue Ridge crew to earn the opportunity to 
compete in the Iron Chef competition. 

"Judging the Iron Chef was a bucket list item for me," 
said Senior Chief Steven Borba, Administration leading chief 
petty officer and one of the 12 judges. "I regularly watch "Iron 
Chef" on Food Network and thought it would be fun to be part 
of that and give feedback. Everything tasted good and was 
well presented, but the "White House" team was amazing with 
the appetizer, main dish and dessert and hit everything right on 
the mark." 

The White House team, comprised of Culinary Specialist 
2nd Class Nelson Malaxi, Culinary Specialist 3rd Class 
Manuelito Belocura, and Culinary Specialist 3rd Class Eric 
Nava from the enlisted galley, won the competition. All three 
were granted 72 hours of special liberty and Malaxi and 
Belocura will join Ware and Medina for the competition in 
Bangkok. 

The competition will be headlined by a visit from Thai 
media who will interview the culinary specialists and 
videotape cooking demonstrations aboard the ship. The main 
competition will feature the secret ingredient of either lamb or 
live octopus and the cooking team will have to prepare four 
recipes for the selected ingredient. 

"Glenn Marine (global husbanding agent for the U.S. 
Navy) is working on getting live octopuses for us so our chefs 
can practice because live octopus is something we don't 
normally cook," Ware said. 
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NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
49. Military Will Remain Strong With Cuts, Obama Tells Cadets 
(NEW YORK TIMES 24 MAY 12) ... Peter Baker 

COLORADO SPRINGS — President Obama vowed on 
Wednesday to keep the military strong even as he winds down 
the wars of the last decade and takes the budget knife to 
Pentagon spending in an age of increasing government 
austerity. 

Addressing the graduating cadets of the Air Force 
Academy, Mr. Obama said spending cuts were inevitable for 
the armed forces but he promised to guard against reductions 
that would compromise the nation’s security. Dismissing talk 
of national decline, he described an “American century” in 
which the United States would continue to flourish. 

“Yes, as today’s wars end, our military, and our Air 
Force, will be leaner,” he told a stadium filled with the blue 
uniforms of the next generation of pilots and other officers. 
“But as commander in chief, I will not allow us to make the 
mistakes of the past. We still face very serious threats. As 
we’ve seen in recent weeks, with Al Qaeda in Yemen, there 
are still terrorists who seek to kill our citizens.” 

He added: “We’ll keep our military, and our Air Force, 
fast and flexible and versatile. We will maintain our military 
superiority in all areas: air, land, sea, space and cyber.” 
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Mr. Obama’s commencement address was his first at a 
military academy since the last American troops left Iraq, 
ending nearly nine years of conflict, and came just days after 
he agreed with NATO allies on a plan to close out the combat 
mission in Afghanistan. 

In effect, he used the occasion to outline a vision for the 
next stage in the nation’s struggle against terrorism, one that 
shifts away from large commitments of ground troops and 
relies more on diplomatic and economic power while drawing 
on more help from allies. 

“You are the first class in nine years that will graduate 
into a world where there are no Americans fighting in Iraq,” 
Mr. Obama said. “For the first time in your lives--and thanks 
to Air Force personnel who did their part--Osama bin Laden is 
no longer a threat to our country. We’ve put Al Qaeda on the 
path to defeat. And you are the first graduates since 9/11 who 
can clearly see how we’ll end the war in Afghanistan.” 

He said that his policies would end those wars while still 
making the country safer, and he noted that the graduates 
would have fewer deployments and more time to train and rest 
between missions than their predecessors. But Mr. Obama 
went into little detail about how financial restraints would 
affect the Air Force and the military at large. He has proposed 
a spending plan for the Pentagon that includes nearly $480 
billion in cuts over 10 years, but that amount could increase 
sharply if his administration and Congress do not reach 
agreement on a plan to avoid deeper automatic cuts currently 
programmed into law. Republicans have said Mr. Obama is 
already cutting the armed forces too deeply. 

A budget plan released by the Obama administration in 
February called for reducing the number of active-duty Air 
Force personnel by 3,900 as well as an additional 6,000 from 
the Reserves and National Guard. Under that plan, about 500 
aircraft would be retired as well. Since then, the Guard’s 
political patrons have fought back and persuaded Defense 
Secretary Leon E. Panetta to reverse some of those cuts, 
foreshadowing continued struggles in the months and years 
ahead over how to divvy up scarcer resources. 

Mr. Obama also used the stage of the academy to 
implicitly rebut Republican critics who accuse him of not 
believing in American exceptionalism, a charge made most 
prominently by former Gov. Mitt Romney of Massachusetts, 
the party’s presumptive presidential nominee. 

Mr. Obama cited previous eras when the nation feared 
decline, including after Pearl Harbor, the Vietnam War and the 
rise of Asian economies in the 1980s. Repeatedly using the 
phrase “I see an American century,” he asserted that the 
country’s future was bright because of his policies. 

“I see an American century because we have the 
resilience to make it through these tough economic times,” he 
said, promising to invest in education and innovation while 
bringing down deficits. “We need to get on with nation-
building here at home. I know we can, because we’re still the 
largest, most dynamic, most innovative economy in the world. 
And no matter what challenges we may face, we wouldn’t 
trade places with any other nation on earth.” 
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50. U.S. Appeals Court Clarifies Piracy Definition 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 23 MAY 12) ... Steve Szkotak 

RICHMOND, Va. — A federal appeals court ruled 
Wednesday on the legal definition of piracy, saying an armed 
attack on a U.S. vessel can be considered piracy even if no one 
ever boards or robs the ship. 

The 200-year-old U.S. Supreme Court definition of piracy 
has been in dispute in two attacks on Virginia-based Navy 
ships in April 2010 in waters off East Africa. The defendants 
were prosecuted in Norfolk, the first in a series of government 
prosecutions aimed at slowing the spread of piracy off Africa. 

The court's ruling gives prosecutors wider latitude to go 
after people who attack U.S. vessels, U.S. Attorney Neil 
MacBride said. 

"For decades, the international community has considered 
violent attacks on the high seas as an act of piracy, and today's 
ruling will strengthen our ability to hold those who attack U.S. 
vessels by force accountable, regardless of whether they are 
successful or not," said MacBride, whose office handled both 
cases. 

In one case, a lower court judge dismissed charges against 
five Somalis in an attack on the USS Ashland, ruling since the 
men had not taken control or robbed the ship their actions did 
not rise to the definition of piracy. The ruling sends that case 
back to U.S. District Court for trial, the government said. 

In the other case, prosecutors convicted five Somali men 
who attacked the USS Nicholas. It was the first piracy 
conviction in a U.S. courtroom since 1819. 

The ruling by the three-judge panel of the 4th U.S. Circuit 
Court of Appeals upheld those convictions and the life 
sentences the men received. 

Attorneys for the Nicholas defendants said they would 
discuss the ruling among and decide whether to pursue a 
hearing before the full 4th Circuit or take the case to the 
Supreme Court. 

"Our arguments very simple: You have to steal the boat," 
said attorney David W. Bouchard. "That's piracy and it has 
been for 200 years." 

Lawyer Jon M. Babineau said the ruling "upset a couple 
hundred years of what I believe is precedent. Now it turns out 
our law in the United States is being viewed by some 
international standard, which is ever changing." 

The attacks came as pirates increased assaults in the 
waters off East Africa despite an international flotilla of 
warships dedicated to protecting vessels and stopping the 
pirate assaults. 

The Nicholas, which was part of the flotilla, was mistaken 
for a merchant ship because the Navy used a lighting array to 
disguise the 453-foot warship and attract pirates. Three pirates 
in a skiff fired rocket-propelled grenades and raked the ship 
with AK-47 fire in the Indian Ocean north of the Seychelles 
Islands. No sailors were injured in the attack. 

During arguments before the federal appeals panel, an 
attorney representing one of the Somalis said the government 
was using "amorphous" interpretations of international law to 
make the piracy count stick. Attorney James R. Theuer argued 
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the U.S. Supreme Court has been clear that the key element of 
piracy was "robbery at sea." 

They also argued the men were innocent fishermen who 
had been abducted by pirates and forced to fire their weapons 
at the ship. 

The court wrote that piracy under international law has 
evolved for decades to encompass other violent conduct. 

The expanded definition "has only been reaffirmed in 
recent years as nations around the world have banded together 
to combat the escalating scourge of piracy," wrote Judge John 
King. 

In the attack on the Ashland, a 610-foot dock landing 
ship, the ship's 25mm cannons destroyed a skiff, killing one 
Somali man and injuring several others. 
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51. GAO: Military's Disability Evaluation System Has Gotten Steadily Slower 
(STARS AND STRIPES 23 MAY 12) ... Leo Shane III 

WASHINGTON — Efforts to simplify and speed up the 
military’s disability evaluation system have instead produced a 
slower, more frustrating process, according to data released by 
Congress on Wednesday. 

Case completion times under the Integrated Disability 
Evaluation System — designed in 2008 to create a seamless 
medical benefits system between the Defense and Veterans 
Affairs departments — have steadily worsened over the last 
four years. 

According to the Government Accountability Office, in 
2011 those cases averaged 394 days for wounded active-duty 
troops and 420 days for wounded reservists, both more than 
100 days longer than officials’ stated goals and months longer 
than they took in 2009. 

In addition, a Senate Veterans Affairs Committee 
investigation found that up to one-third of mental health 
claims may have been handled improperly, shortchanging 
troops on benefits and care. 

The news is the latest blow to defense and veterans affairs 
officials struggling with how to deal with thousands of troops 
returning from combat with severe physical wounds and little-
understood mental scars. Senators questioned whether the 
departments’ respective benefits systems are too broken to be 
repaired. 

“I’m going to walk away from this with the sense that the 
systems are imploding,” said Sen. Mike Johanns, R-Neb., at a 
hearing on the issue Wednesday. “Whatever we have done to 
fix this so far just isn’t working.” 

VA and defense officials acknowledged serious flaws, but 
insisted that the process has made dramatic improvements. 

About 13,000 troops have used IDES since 2008. The 
previous evaluation systems averaged about 16 months for 
cases to be completed, even longer than the current 13-month 
average. 

In addition, officials said the IDES process typically gets 
wounded troops their veterans benefits within two months of 
their separation from the military, a figure they said was still 
too slow but dramatically better than the one-year wait under 
the old system. 

“We have made progress in improving transparency, 
improving consistency and reducing processing time,” said 
John Gingrich, VA chief of staff. “But our biggest 
achievement to date has been the closing of the [post-
separation] benefits gap.” 

Lawmakers were unimpressed. 
“We can’t allow the same problems that plague the old 

disability claims system to negatively impact the transition of 
thousands of servicemembers in the next few years,” said Sen. 
Patty Murray, D-Wash., chairwoman of the Senate Veterans 
Affairs Committee. “The consequences are too severe.” 

Officials from the Defense Department and VA said they 
are confident that those processing timelines will be reduced 
significantly in coming months, but members of the committee 
said they were skeptical that any such results can be achieved. 
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52. This Kiss: 'Kissing Sailor,' 'Lone Sailor' Meet In Waterloo 
(WATERLOO CEDAR FALLS (IA) COURIER 23 MAY 12) ... Austin Ashlock 

CEDAR FALLS --- On Aug. 14, 1945, millions of 
Americans rejoiced at the end of World War II, but perhaps 
none more than U.S. Navy Sailor George Mendonsa. 

Better known as "the Kissing Sailor," Mendonsa's 
moment of joy was captured by Life magazine and became a 
treasured piece of Americana. 

On Tuesday, part of that history arrived in Waterloo. 
As a part of the 2012 National Spirit of '45 Day public 

awareness campaign, Robert Corpus and Chris "Woody" 
Woodall have been traveling across the U.S., making stops at 
museums and memorials to recognize those who sacrificed 
during World War II. 

And they do not travel alone. 
With them is a scaled-down replica of artist Seward 

Johnson's famed "Kissing Sailor" statue. On its way to an 
event in Milwaukee, it paid a short visit to the Sullivan 
Brothers Iowa Veterans Museum in Waterloo on Tuesday. 

Corpus, who is the national youth director for Spirit of 
'45, said Waterloo was not on the original list of stops, but 
another statue drew them into town. 

"We wanted to pay tribute to the hometown of the 
Sullivans," Corpus said, referring to the five brothers from 
Waterloo who lost their lives in World War II. "And we 
understood one of the few 'Lone Sailor' statues resided here, 
so when we were making planned detours during our trip, 
Waterloo was a must." 

The "Lone Sailor" is one of a dozen bronze replicas of the 
statue created by Stanley Bleifeld for the United States Navy 
Memorial in Washington D.C. 

The half-ton statue was brought to the musuem site in 
2003, mostly thanks to a $200,000 bequest from Waterloo 
native and 22-year Navy Chief Petty Officer Melvin J. Juel. 

Playfully nicknamed "the vagabond statue," the traveling 
"Kissing Sailor" was parked outside the plaza at the Sullivan 
Brothers Museum for about an hour Tuesday morning. It drew 
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a crowd as spectators snapped photographs of the two statues 
together. 

Billie Bailey, director of the Grout Museum, was honored 
to play a part in the Spirit of '45 campaign. 

"(The campaign) reinforces the interest and the honor that 
is given to World War II veterans," Bailey said. "It really 
underscores the support for veterans and the troops returning 
home now, and it is good to be a part of that." 

Inspired by Mendonsa's iconic kiss, the six-foot sculpture 
is just one of two smaller replicas designed by Johnson. Two 
more 25-foot statues reside in San Diego, Calif., and Sarasota, 
Fla. 

Mendonsa served as a Sailor on the original USS The 
Sullivans, the World War II destroyer named after the Sullivan 
brothers, and participated in the April 1997 Staten Island, 
N.Y., commisioning of the current USS The Sullivans, an 
Arleigh Burke-class guided missile destroyer. 

The "Kissing Sailor," a 500-pound bronze statue will 
make its final stop in Washington, D.C., on Monday, where it 
will be part of the National Memorial Day Parade. 

"It has been a campaign of a lifetime," Woodall said. "To 
honor and represent the men and women who worked so hard 
to keep our country safe has been a great gift." 
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53. 1st Black To Graduate From Naval Academy Dies 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 23 MAY 12) 

ANNAPOLIS, Md. -- Retired Lt. Cmdr. Wesley Brown, 
the first African-American to graduate from the U.S. Naval 
Academy, has died, the Academy said. He was 85. 

The Capital of Annapolis reported that Brown died 
Tuesday. An Academy spokesman did not know where Brown 
died and a cause of death was not immediately known 
Wednesday. 

Brown, a 1949 graduate, was appointed to the Academy 
in 1945. He was the sixth black admitted but the first to earn a 
degree. 

Brown "embodied the highest ideals of the Academy's 
mission and dedicated himself to decades of selfless and 
distinguished service to our nation," Vice Admiral Michael H. 
Miller, the Naval Academy's superintendent, said in a 
statement. 

At the Naval Academy, Brown ran varsity track and cross 
country, and was a cross-country teammate of former 
President Jimmy Carter. A 1995 interview on Brown by The 
Baltimore Sun noted a framed 1989 letter from his fellow 
track team member, who would stop by to talk to him and 
encouraged him to "hang in there." 

"I ran with you (you were better). Jimmy Carter," the 
letter read. 

Brown spent his four years at the academy without a 
roommate by choice, he recalled in a 2005 interview with The 
Capital. He said he didn't want to feel responsible for 
unwilling or friendly white midshipmen. 

He was featured in the book, "Breaking the Color Barrier: 
The U.S. Naval Academy's First Black Midshipmen and the 

Struggle for Racial Equality" by Navy historian Robert J. 
Schneller Jr. The author said in a 2005 interview that 
upperclassmen would give Brown excessive demerits for 
allegedly not maintaining his uniform properly and some 
classmates would not sit next to him in the cafeteria. 

He told The Baltimore Sun in a 2005 interview that he 
learned to not be frustrated when faced with a situation that 
couldn't be changed. 

"When I came to the academy, I learned that there were 
all kinds of prejudices - against Jews, Catholics, even the Irish 
- and I looked around and thought that these prejudices were 
instilled in them by their families and they could not be 
blamed for feeling the way they did," he said. 

Brown, a veteran of World War II, the Korean War and 
the Vietnam War, had a 20-year career with the Navy. He 
helped build houses in Hawaii, roads in Liberia, waterfront 
facilities in the Philippines, and a seawater conversion plant in 
Guantanamo Bay, Cuba. 

He retired from civilian employment at Howard 
University in 1988. 

In 2008, the Naval Academy constructed the Wesley 
Brown Field House to accommodate physical education 
classes as well as the academy's athletic programs. 

"I believe this is symbolic," Brown told The Baltimore 
Sun that year. "Some of the Navy policies, procedures in the 
past, have not been the kind that African-Americans were in 
favor of. And I think this indicates their dedication to diversity 
in general." 
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54. Navy Keeps Hollywood On Course 
(POLITICO 23 MAY 12) ... Austin Wright 

When it comes to Hollywood, the Navy knows its way 
down the red carpet. 

Sailors, ships and SEALs have captured the silver screen 
twice in the past three months. 

In February, “Act of Valor,” which stars real-life Navy 
SEALs, blew its box-office competition out of the water, 
raking in nearly $25 million in its opening weekend and 
besting its closest competition by about $9 million. 

And last weekend, “Battleship,” a tale about a Navy fleet 
staving off an alien invasion, brought in just over $25 million 
in ticket sales — far below studio expectations but enough for 

a distant second-place finish at the box office, behind “The 
Avengers.” 

What’s behind the Navy craze? Coincidence, suggested 
the Pentagon’s director of entertainment media, Phil Strub. 
“There have been periods during which it seemed that 
everything was Army-themed,” he said . 

Still, it’s about time the surface fleet has its Hollywood 
due. The Navy’s two iconic smash hits — “Top Gun” and 
“The Hunt for Red October” — took place high above and 
well below the waves. 

Each of these movies is the product of a chummy 
relationship between the Defense Department and the film 
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industry: The Pentagon is eager for Hollywood to glamorize 
military life and boost recruitment, and Hollywood depends on 
the Pentagon to provide the necessities of a slam-bang action 
flick — ships, tanks, fighter jets and an intimate knowledge of 
the ways of war. 

The cozy ties are clearly visible — both on screen and off. 
Last week, Navy Secretary Ray Mabus and “Battleship” 

director Peter Berg promoted the film together at a 
Washington screening for service members and Navy 
dignitaries. Guests included Navy Under Secretary Robert 
Work and former Navy Secretary John Warner, a former GOP 
senator from Virginia who has a high-profile Hollywood 
connection of his own: He was once married to Elizabeth 
Taylor. 

“We’re here to reaffirm my business’s — Hollywood’s — 
love, admiration and respect for the military,” Berg told a 
packed theater before screening. “We could not have made 
this film without the cooperation of the Navy.” 

And that’s no exaggeration. The Navy, after approving 
the “Battleship” screenplay, provided Berg access to ships and 
Sailors, along with the opportunity to film training exercises. 
The director, who’s famous for such titles as “The Rundown” 
and “Hancock,” said his Navy overseers demanded just one 
major change: He had to jettison an overweight actor. 

“He was 30 pounds overweight, and the Navy said, ‘You 
can’t use him,’” Berg told POLITICO. “They said, ‘We have 
body-fat restrictions.’ We had to get another actor.” 

The movie is, in large part, a two-hour tribute to the Navy 
in which a troubled protagonist, played by Taylor Kitsch, 
signs up for the service and undergoes a life transformation. 
He becomes a clean-shaven lieutenant with a beautiful 
girlfriend and real-life responsibilities. He manages the crew 
aboard a warship and, of course, fends off an alien armada. 

The invaders travel to Earth in response to a NASA 
project intended to make contact with extraterrestrial forms of 
life. But when they arrive, there’s never any discussion of 
communicating with them with anything other than bullets and 
bombs. 

“We are undefeated against the aliens,” Mabus joked at 
the screening, eliciting cheers. 

The Navy secretary’s role in “Battleship” goes beyond 
touting the film. He has a one-line cameo as a ship captain 
who commands Sailors to “commence air operations.” 

Berg, whose dad was a naval historian, worked with the 
Navy to ensure that the film’s presentation of its customs, 
Sailors and weapons is realistic — despite the outlandish plot. 
“The way the characters fire their weapons, the way they 
communicate, the way their weapons behave — all 100 
percent real,” he said. 

At the Pentagon, Strub, who has headed the Defense 
Department’s Hollywood office for 24 years, said as a rule of 
thumb the department is willing to support films that 
accurately represent the military and its ethos. “It presents us 
with the opportunity to increase awareness of the military and 
help with recruiting and retention,” he explained. 

Mabus, who was governor of Mississippi, laughed at the 
question of whether “Battleship” fairly represents how the 
Navy would respond to an alien invasion. “The Navy is not 

going to be fighting aliens,” he told POLITICO. “But they are 
going to be doing a lot of things they had not expected. Every 
time they go out, they don’t know what’s going to be coming 
over the horizon at them.” 

Close ties between Hollywood and the U.S. military go 
back at least as far as 1927, with the debut of “Wings,” a silent 
film about two combat pilots during World War I. The film 
won a 1929 Academy Award for outstanding production. Its 
success, Strub said, “was due in part because the Army 
provided a lot of access.” 

Since then, the Navy has had its fair share of cinematic 
portrayals, including 1963’s “PT 109,” about John F. Kennedy 
as commander of a World War II torpedo boat and 1957’s 
“Hellcats of the Navy,” starring Ronald Reagan and his wife, 
then known as Nancy Davis. 

Throughout the years, though, the Hollywood-Pentagon 
relationship hasn’t always been picture perfect. The Defense 
Department, for instance, refused to provide support for “The 
Hurt Locker,” which won the 2009 Academy Award for best 
picture. Military officials objected to a nighttime scene in 
which a U.S. solider in Iraq roams off base by himself. 

“We understand that these are works of entertainment, 
and they’re going to take some artistic license,” said Strub, 
noting that the nighttime scene was antithetical to the military 
ethos. “We don’t like lone wolf characters.” 

There has also been friction over the level of access 
provided to filmmakers. 

Last year, Rep. Peter King (R-N.Y.), chairman of the 
House Homeland Security Committee, called for an 
investigation into whether the White House had provided 
filmmakers with classified information about the special 
forces raid that killed Osama bin Laden in Pakistan. 
Government documents, recently obtained by the conservative 
watchdog Judicial Watch, show that the Pentagon offered 
filmmakers an interview with a Navy SEAL who helped plan 
the raid. 

Currently, there are several films in the works expected to 
receive Pentagon support, including “Captain Phillips,” 
starring Tom Hanks, a story about a cargo ship’s run-in with 
Somali pirates. 

And “Act of Valor,” the surprise hit featuring real-life 
Navy SEALs is set to be released next month on DVD. The 
film, which debuted in February, outperformed box-office 
expectations but was widely panned by critics for its stilted 
acting and a plot that glorifies war without examining its 
complexities. 

Waugh, who co-directed the film, spent four years on the 
project, two of them devoted to filming military training 
exercises. Waugh had been asked by Pentagon officials to 
make a movie about the Navy SEALs after working on several 
military recruitment videos. 

Still, he doesn’t consider his film to be propaganda. If the 
military wants to use his work as a recruiting tool, he said, 
that’s fine with him. 

“There’s no politics in this movie,” Waugh told 
POLITICO. “The operators have no politics on the battlefield, 
and that’s what we wanted to show.” 
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55. GOP Questions Help Given For Bin Laden Film 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 24 MAY 12) ... Peter Nicholas and Erica Orden 

Republicans pressed for more details Wednesday after 
newly released emails and government documents showed the 
Obama administration offered filmmakers working on a movie 
about the killing of Osama bin Laden a chance to speak with a 
SEAL Team Six commander involved in planning the raid on 
the terrorist compound in Pakistan. 

A defense official revealed the name of the SEAL team 
planner to movie director Kathryn Bigelow and Mark Boal, a 
producer and writer, according to the documents. But a 
Pentagon official said a proposed meeting between the 
commander and filmmakers never took place and that no 
security violation occurred in disclosing the name. 

The U.S. military routinely assists filmmakers on various 
projects, but disclosing the operations and members of SEAL 
and other special forces teams is a sensitive matter, giving rise 
to concerns that U.S. enemies might exploit the information 
for tactical advantage. When the movie "Act of Valor," 
produced with government cooperation, was released earlier 
this year, some former special operations members criticized 
the movie for including footage of real-life SEAL training. 

The Obama administration says it has struck a careful 
balance in working with filmmakers, satisfying public 
curiosity about the SEAL raid that killed bin Laden without 
compromising the safety of the country or the SEALs. Tommy 
Vietor, a spokesman for the National Security Council, said in 
a statement that the White House gave the filmmakers nothing 
it hadn't already shared with the White House press corps. 
"We do not discuss classified information," he said. 

Republicans have complained that Mr. Obama has 
politicized the bin Laden killing to boost his re-election 
chances, for example by holding a TV interview in the White 
House Situation Room on the anniversary of the operation. 

Documents about contacts between the government and 
the makers of the bin Laden film were made public by a 
watchdog group, Judicial Watch, which obtained them through 
a lawsuit. 

At the request of Rep. Peter King (R., N.Y.), the Pentagon 
Inspector General's office is already investigating whether 
officials gave out classified information. That investigation 
was disclosed in January. 

Mr. King, chairman of the House Committee on 
Homeland Security, sent a letter Wednesday to Michael 

Vickers, an undersecretary of defense who spoke with Ms. 
Bigelow and Mr. Boal. "In my view, these emails raise serious 
questions regarding your central role in providing classified 
and sensitive information to individuals without appropriate 
security clearances," he wrote. 

Rep. Tom Rooney (R., Fla.) asked for the Pentagon 
inspector general to look into additional aspects of the 
meetings. 

A transcript of a meeting last July among the filmmakers, 
Mr. Vickers, and other Pentagon officials shows that Mr. 
Vickers offered to help arrange a meeting with the Seal Team 
Six member "who was involved from the beginning as a 
planner" on the raid. That elicited an appreciative response. 
"That's incredible," Ms. Bigelow said, according to the 
transcript. 

Mr. Vickers gave the filmmakers the name of the Seal 
Team Six "operator and commander," the transcript shows. 

A Defense official said the name of the SEAL was 
provided to Mr. Boal and Ms. Bigelow "for planning 
purposes." No security violation occurred, the official said, 
because the name was not provided for publication. 

Ms. Bigelow won an Academy Award for her 2009 film, 
"The Hurt Locker." She and Mr. Boal are filming the bin 
Laden movie in the Middle East, according to a person 
familiar with the matter. The film was initially scheduled to be 
released by Sony Corp.'s Sony Pictures in October, before the 
presidential election. The release date has since been pushed 
back to December. 

In an email about the movie last June, Mr. Vickers wrote 
that "at the direction" of then-CIA Director Leon Panetta, 
"CIA is cooperating fully." He added that the CIA was "not, 
obviously, giving away anything they shouldn't, but answering 
questions such as, 'How did you feel at that point?' " 

A spokeswoman for Ms. Bigelow said Wednesday that 
she was traveling and unavailable for comment. A spokesman 
for Mr. Boal referred to a previous statement released by the 
filmmakers, saying the film "integrates the collective efforts of 
three administrations, including those of Presidents Clinton, 
Bush, and Obama, as well as the cooperative strategies and 
implementation by the Department of Defense" and the CIA. 
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OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
56. Fleet Week 2012 
(NEW YORK POST 23 MAY 12) ... Editorial 

The tall ships are back — and so are six US Navy 
warships and hundreds of Sailors and Marines arriving in town 
today for the launch of Fleet Week. 

The festivities start this morning, with the Parade of Ships 
up the Hudson — featuring four guided-missile destroyers, 
including USS Mitscher, most recently on patrol for pirates in 
the Gulf of Aden. 

The parade also features the happy return of nine sailing 
ships; the historic vessels will be docking in Manhattan, 
Brooklyn and Staten Island all week. 

Curious visitors can head over to Pier 92 to try out the 
Navy’s F/A-18 Super Hornet flight simulator — or to Pier 86 
to see new unmanned aerial vehicles like the Shrike, a 2-foot-
long “quadrocopter” that can hover in the air and provide a 
live intel feed to troops in the field. 

Manhattan’s Pier 90 will also host USS Wasp, an 
amphibious assault ship, and USS Roosevelt, a destroyer. 

But Fleet Week isn’t really about ships and the 
technology of war — it’s a way to honor and give thanks to 
the Sailors and Marines who spend their lives in service and 
are in town for some well-earned leave. 
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So give them a hand, New Yorkers. They’ve earned it. 
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57. A Navy SEAL's Wise Advice To Graduates 
(CNN 23 MAY 12) ... William J. Bennett 

Each spring, I monitor the list of commencement speakers 
at our nation's leading colleges and universities. Who is 
chosen, and who is not, tells us a lot about academia's 
perception of the most important voices in America. 

Two of this year's most popular speakers were CNN's 
Fareed Zakaria, who spoke at both Harvard University and 
Duke University, and EPA Administrator Lisa Jackson, who 
spoke at both Tulane University and the University of 
Washington. Perhaps one of the most original choices, and the 
one who certainly stood out from the rest, was U.S. Navy 
SEAL Eric Greitens, who addressed the 2012 graduating class 
of Tufts University Sunday. 

It's not often that elite universities honor military service 
members with commencement addresses. Gen. Dwight 
Eisenhower once spoke to a graduating class at an Ivy League 
university and remarked, "Your business is to put me out of 
business." So I applaud Tufts University for inviting Greitens. 

He is not a household name, but he should be. The 38-
year-old Rhodes scholar and humanitarian worker turned U.S. 
Navy SEAL served multiple tours overseas fighting terrorist 
cells and received several military awards. Today, he is the 
CEO of the Mission Continues, a nonprofit foundation he 
created to help wounded and disabled veterans find ways to 
serve their communities at home. 

To the graduates of Tufts, Greitens issued a unique 
challenge, one rarely heard at commencements today: to 
sacrifice, to serve one's country and to live magnanimously. 
He called students to think above and beyond their own 
dreams, their own desires, and to be strong. Aristotle called 
this megalopsychia, greatness of soul, and considered it one of 
the greatest moral virtues. 

" 'What kind of service can I provide? What kind of 
positive difference can I make in the lives of others?' If you 
work every day to live an answer to that question, then you 
will be stronger," Greitens declared. 

After dodging bullets, withstanding IED explosions and 
going days without sleep, Greitens realized the strength he 

needed to excel as a SEAL was found outside his own 
physical abilities. In his weakest moments, Greitens was able 
to find his greatest strength in service. 

"The more I thought about myself, the weaker I became. 
The more I recognized that I was serving a purpose larger than 
myself, the stronger I became," he told the students at Tufts. 
He served his country and defended the weak against the 
rapacity of the wicked. 

Fifty years ago, Greitens' remarks would have been the 
norm. But through the years, the focus of education, 
particularly higher education, has shifted from selflessness to 
self-obsession. Many commencement speakers today tell 
students to "Dream big" and "Do what you love." It may be 
feel-good career advice, but it's incomplete life advice. 
Philosopher Martin Buber wrote, "All education 'worthy' of 
the name is education of character." Greitens gave the Tufts 
student an eloquent firsthand example. 

Greitens said it this way: "The best definition I have ever 
heard of a vocation is that it's the place where your great joy 
meets the world's great need. ... We need all of you to find 
your vocation. To develop your joys, your passions, and to 
match them to the world's great needs." 

Not all men are meant to be Navy SEALs, or even serve 
in the military, but all men can serve. Henry Wadsworth 
Longfellow recognized, "The life of man consists not in seeing 
visions and in dreaming dreams but in active charity and in 
willing service." 

We ask our students, what do you want to do when you 
grow up? Instead, we should ask them, whom or Whom, and 
what ideals do you want to serve when you grow up? That is a 
worthy thing to consider at graduation. Good for Greitens; 
good for Tufts. 

William J. Bennett served as United States Secretary of 
Education from 1985 to 1988, and as Director of the Office of 
National Drug Control Policy under George H. W. Bush. 
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58. Why Doesn't The F-35 Program Follow The Rules? 
(AOL DEFENSE 23 MAY 12) ... Rep. Todd Akin 

Why would the most expensive defense acquisition 
program in American history not be required to follow the 
rules? The F-35 Joint Strike Fighter is the future fighter for the 
Air Force, Navy and Marine Corps. The program has been 
repeatedly reorganized due to growing costs and schedule 
delays. This year the President's budget requested $9.1 billion 
for the continued development and acquisition of the F-35. 

Unfortunately, neither the budget nor anyone in the 
Pentagon can answer a simple but vital question about this 
program: when will the F-35 be ready for our warfighters? 

Normally, defense acquisition programs establish an 
initial operational capability (IOC) date. 

This is the date when the program will deliver a usable 
new widget or tank or plane to our warfighters. To date, the 

only major defense acquisition program to not have an IOC 
date established this far into the program is the F-35. 

During the House Armed Services Committee 
consideration of this year's National Defense Authorization 
Act, I offered an amendment that required the Department of 
Defense (DoD) to establish the IOC date of the F-35 or risk 
the loss of 50 percent of the program's procurement dollars 
until they did so. After twenty years in development, it is time 
the DoD and Lockheed Martin gave the American people 
some firm idea of when they could see a return on their $400 
billion investment in the F-35 program. 

Sadly, after lobbying by those in opposition [eds. note: 
Lockheed Martin lobbyists swarmed the HASC when word 
about the Akin amendment leaked], members of the Armed 
Services Committee decided my amendment went too far and 
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instead required the DoD to establish an IOC date, but without 
any consequences if they fail to do so; something they have 
done on multiple occasions in the past. According to the 
ranking member, holding this multi-billion dollar program 
accountable would "send the wrong message to our allies; 
calling into question our commitment to the program." 

No one, both personally and professionally, has a stronger 
commitment to our national defense and funding it properly 
than myself. I have long argued that we should devote a larger 
percentage of our budget to a robust defense establishment. 
That said, my commitment to providing our warfighters with 
every tool necessary to fight and win America's wars does not 
blind me to the fact that even the most well intentioned 
programs can fail to live up to their promise. Am I suggesting 
that is where we are with the F-35? Not yet. However, I 
believe this program, the most expensive in U.S. military 
history, needs to deliver on the promises it has made or we and 
our allies will have no choice but to find solutions elsewhere. 

With respect to our allies, I question whether holding the 
Pentagon accountable would have generated any more doubt 

than the program's significant delays and cost overruns already 
have. In fact, in April our Dutch allies announced they would 
purchase fewer F-35s than planned because of the increasing 
cost of the aircraft. Additionally, this month the Australians, in 
an effort to address the country's budget deficit, delayed the 
purchase of twelve F-35s for two years. The continued delay 
and cost overruns in this program will no doubt have a 
detrimental effect on our allies' ability to remain committed to 
the F-35. 

Recognizing the difficulties inherent in any cutting edge 
program of this nature, in the past I have counseled patience 
with the F-35 program. But Congress and the American 
people, not to mention the warfighter for whom this aircraft 
was designed, deserve to know when, if ever, this aircraft will 
provide a return on our investment. 

Rep. Todd Akin of Missouri is chairman of the House 
Armed Services seapower and projection forces subcommittee, 
as well as a senior member of the House Budget Committee. 
His district is near the Boeing plant where the F-18 is built. 
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59. Nuclear Weapons Just Don’t Make Sense 
(WASHINGTON POST 24 MAY 12) ... Walter Pincus 

Nuclear weapons are terror weapons, and basically 
unusable. 

That’s one reason why no rational strategy, other than 
deterrence, has ever been developed to justify them. Events in 
the past 10 days make my case. 

On Tuesday, the British government — in the midst of an 
austerity program that includes cutting education, health and 
retirement programs — announced contract awards of $595 
millon to begin design of replacements for its four nuclear 
submarines that carry Trident sub-launched ballistic missiles. 

Currently, these submarines each have 16 missiles, each 
with three, independently guided warheads whose power is 
roughly eight times that of the Hiroshima bomb. Based in 
Scotland, one is on patrol at all times. 

Where are they aimed? The British once had a “Moscow 
criterion,” enough nuclear warheads to wipe out the former 
Soviet Union’s capital or a similarly sized city. Since Britain 
got rid of its nuclear bombs in the 1990s, and the Cold War 
has ended, targeting has become more abstract. 

Conservative Party Defense Secretary Philip Hammond 
said in a statement Tuesday that the first nuclear sub contracts 
“symbolise an important step towards renewing our nation’s 
nuclear deterrent into the 2060s.” 

No mention of who would be deterred after 2060. 
This is not the final word on the British nuclear program. 

The Conservative’s coalition partners, the Liberal-Democrats, 
have not signed up to the replacement program, which could 
cost upwards of $31 billion to complete. 

The Lib-Dem minister of state for the Armed Forces, 
Nick Harvey, has been reviewing alternatives and is set to 
present a report to Prime Minister David Cameron by year’s 
end. There’s talk of a less-ambitious program involving 
nuclear cruise missiles and newer attack submarines. 

Plans, however, indicate that the British government 
won’t make a final program decision until 2016, a year after 
parliamentary elections. But modernization of its nuclear force 
will start by 2028. 

Britain is not the only country modernizing. The United 
States has a multi-billion-dollar program to upgrade its three 
major nuclear warheads and a more costly effort to build new 
land, sea and air strategic delivery systems. France is 
modernizing its nuclear bombs and missiles as well as its 
strategic submarine, though it is reducing numbers. Russia and 
China are modernizing, too. It is ironic that these five 
countries meeting in Baghdad to dissuade Iran from moving 
toward a nuclear weapon are all modernizing their stockpiles. 

Meanwhile, on Sunday in Chicago, NATO had its say on 
nuclear weapons in the results of its year-long review of its 
deterrence and defense posture. The document notes, “The 
circumstances in which any use of nuclear weapons might 
have to be contemplated are extremely remote.” 

It added that the allies “will ensure that all components of 
NATO’s nuclear deterrent remain safe, secure, and effective.” 
Safe and secure has been an issue since 2010 when 
demonstators broke into a Belgium nuclear weapons storage 
site. 

There also is movement within the alliance to rethink U.S. 
weapons in Europe. Germany plans to retire its nuclear-
capable fighter bombers next year, and the replacements will 
not have that capability, taking that country’s air force out of 
the mix. One of the largest storage sites for some 50 or more 
U.S. B61 tactical nuclear bombs is at a Turkish air base. 
Turkey no longer permits U.S. aircraft there, but the nuclear 
bombs remain. 

What are the targets? There could be a bulls-eye on Iran, 
but overall it seems that Russia is the only one around. 

In Washington, the administration and Congress are in the 
midst of dealing with the life extension plan for the B61s, 
which make up the 200 or so nuclear bombs assigned to 
NATO and based in four European countries as well as 
Turkey. The modernization program has run into technical and 
financial problems. Three basic models, two strategic, are to 
be compressed into one bomb, with added safety and security 
elements. In addition, its accuracy is to be increased. 
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Meanwhile, the cost has grown to $4 billion and may go 
higher. 

Complicating matters is that congressional committees 
with authority over the B61 program have taken different 
positions on the administration plan to slow down the B61 
program two years by spending just $369 million next year. 

The House last week, following the lead of its Armed 
Services Committee, raised the program’s budget to $435 

million in the fiscal 2013 defense authorization bill. That will 
keep the program on its original schedule. 

Meanwhile, the Senate Appropriations Committee 
reduced the request by $30 million because of the program’s 
problems and said the money could not be spent until there is 
an established cost baseline and schedule. 

As I said at the start, there is little rational when it comes 
to nuclear weapons. 
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60. The Law Of The Sea 
(FINANCIAL TIMES (UK) 23 MAY 12) ... Editorial 

When Pentagon chiefs agree with leading business 
groups, the U.S. establishment has reached consensus. For the 
third time in 20 years, the U.S. Senate this week set the ball 
rolling to ratify the UN Convention on the Law of the Sea. 
Only a handful of countries, including Iran, North Korea and 
Venezuela, have refused to sign. Both the U.S. Chamber of 
Commerce and the military chiefs want it. Yet it is unclear 
whether the White House will secure the two-thirds majority it 
needs. 

The arguments against U.S. ratification are weak. Jim 
DeMint and Jim Inhofe, the Republican senators from South 
Carolina and Kentucky, say ratification would violate U.S. 
sovereignty and constrain America’s navy. Neither view has 
much basis in reality. Indeed, Leon Panetta, the U.S. defence 
secretary, says the law’s maritime exclusion rights would 
facilitate the biggest increase of U.S. sovereignty since it 
acquired Alaska. 

In addition to the benefits that legal certainty would give 
U.S. mineral and telecommunications companies, it would 
also strengthen naval security, according to the U.S. Navy. 
That is why George W. Bush tried and failed to ratify the 
treaty in 2007. The same went for Bill Clinton and George 
Bush senior before that. 

The case has only grown stronger over time. Ratification 
would deprive Beijing of its trump argument when the U.S. 
insists on a multilateral solution to the disputes in the South 
China Sea. Unless, and until, the Senate ratifies it, China can 
point to U.S. double standards. The same is true of many other 
treaties the U.S. helped to negotiate. Think of the Kyoto 
protocol and the International Criminal Court. 

Critics accuse the U.S. of exceptionalism. A better term is 
exemptionalism. In reality, America has done more than any 
other nation to promote international law, even if its adherence 
has been selective. Witness its efforts to bring dictators to 
justice in The Hague. Yet in exempting itself, America lays 
itself open to charges of self-defeating hypocrisy. 

There was a time when the U.S. was in a position to have 
its cake and eat it. To prolong its values in a shifting world, it 
must now show far greater fidelity to the international order it 
built. Among the treaties it has failed to ratify, the Law of the 
Sea is an easy win. Far from taking Americans a step closer to 
world government, it would signal America’s willingness to 
stand by its own principles. The time is long past due to ratify 
this treaty in the U.S. national interest. 
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61. This Memorial Day, Show Military You Care 
(USA TODAY 24 MAY 12) ... Kathryn Roth-Douquet 

Monday, we'll observe the 11th Memorial Day in a row 
while at war--the longest period of combat in our nation's 
history. For the 1% who serve and their families, this duty is 
not yet in the rear-view mirror. Even with end of the Iraq War, 
and the drawing down of the Afghan conflict, the stress of 
multiple deployments continues, along with the anxiety of 
eventually reintegrating into U.S. society. 

Vivian Greentree, 33, is a Navy veteran and a Navy wife. 
Her husband has deployed four times in the past six years, 
while she has struggled to raise two children and finish her 
Ph.D. Now she's the author of a military family survey by 18 
national organizations that was released by the Senate and 
House Caucuses on Military Families this month. 

The survey shows that servicemembers and their spouses 
have a lot to worry about: whether they'll have enough money 
to get by; the effects of deployment on their children; and 
coping with increasing combat stress. About 10% of 
servicemembers and their spouses have considered suicide. 

Proud Of Service 
Yet there are signs of strength, too. Military families are 

proud of their service. They engage with their country--they 

vote and they volunteer in incredible numbers, far higher than 
the national average. 

In this survey, I see my story. My husband has left for war 
three times, for nearly two-and-a-half years in the combat 
theater. But if we count work-ups and temporary duty, we, like 
many families in the survey, have lived without our loved one 
for nearly four years. 

My son would hug the computer monitor at night before 
going to bed, saying goodbye to his flickering-green Skype-
Daddy. I've felt guilty making my children live in the shadow 
of war, and uprooting them again and again as duty stations 
demand. In some of my lowest times, I felt that it was all for 
nothing, that we were serving an America that often forgot we 
were even at war. When I felt that way, I was in strong 
company. About 95% of those surveyed feel that the larger 
community doesn't understand and appreciate the sacrifices we 
make for the country. 

Volunteer Efforts 
So I am most gratified with the sincere efforts that many 

do make to reach out to us. For example, first lady Michelle 
Obama's Joining Forces initiative shows citizens how to 
volunteer to support the military community. And my 14-year-
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old daughter, Sophie, thinks it's pretty cool that Bradley 
Cooper sports a military-themed "Got Your 6" (got your back) 
pin--a Hollywood-sponsored program aimed at the millions of 
vets who will return to civilian life over the next five years. 
Obama and Cooper show that you don't need to be part of a 
military family to connect to the troops and their families. 

As military family members, the heart of our lives is the 
value we place on service. We live this strange life because we 
believe in serving our country. We cook dinners for distressed 
neighbors, run blood drives and coach Little League. So when 
we can connect with the larger society not as victims but in a 
fellowship of service, it is particularly gratifying. 

Memorial Day started in the South, as a day set aside to 
beribbon the graves of loved ones, and expanded to the North, 
because in the terrible wake of the Civil War, no one was 
untouched. Every family claimed a marker to embellish as a 
gesture of love for the sacrifice of the giver. 

By observing Memorial Day as a day of action, 
Americans can make a difference in the lives of those who 
have volunteered to serve and protect them. What a fitting way 
to remember those who serve. 

Kathryn Roth-Douquet is CEO of Blue Star Families, a 
national non-profit organization supporting military families. 
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Homeward Bound: A Navy Physician Assistant’s 

Journey Of A Lifetime by Lt. Sarah Browning from Navy 
Medicine Live, May 23 

U.S. Navy Lt. Sarah Browning was deployed to 
Afghanistan, Uruzgan Province in support of Operation 
Enduring Freedom from Nov. 22, 2010 to July 20, 2011. Lt. 
Sarah Browning is currently a physician assistant at Naval 
Health Clinic Hawaii 

My name is Lt. Sarah Browning and I am a 44 year old 
Physician Assistant in the U.S. Navy. Always wanting to serve 
my country, I enlisted in the U.S. Air Force and it wasn’t until 
later in life when I join the Navy as an officer. So, upon 
completion of Physician Assistant School in 2008 this seemed 
to be the perfect opportunity to make my dreams come true 
and serve as a Naval Officer. So I signed on the line, raised 
my right hand, and was well on my way to an exciting and 
rewarding new career in the Navy. 

My first year in the Navy was filled with training and 
finding my permanent duty station, which was beautiful Pearl 
Harbor, Hawaii. Before I knew it I was on my way to 
Afghanistan to be stationed with a U.S. Army Special Forces 
unit at a remote firebase. My primary job was to focus on 
providing humanitarian assistance to the local populations and 
most importantly to aid the Special Force team medics with 
stabilization and transportation of the more seriously 
wounded. 

I arrived at the firebase early January 2011, the camp was 
cold and small and I was nervous, being the only female on 
post. I was required to use the same restrooms and showers as 
the Army Soldiers and the Afghan Special Forces. Needless to 
say this took some time for adjustment, but eventually I settled 
in. My job at this remote site included clinic everyday and 
stabilization of the more seriously injured for transport. I 
worked hand-in-hand with the Special Forces providing a 
friendly environment where locals could come to be medically 
treated or just listened too. The women loved coming to the 
clinic … this was a “safe haven” for them where they could 
come and share their experiences and be free to talk without 
fear. The children also loved coming … as I would spoil them 
as often as I got the chance with all of the great treats and 
candies provided by Americans. 

Working in the clinic as a medical provider, I saw a lot of 
heartache. I saw a country struggling and a medical care 
system even more dismay. We all did our best for the locals 
providing a little bit of love with every person we treated. 
Some were so sick with chronic illnesses that I knew they 
were not going to live a long life, but I sure spoiled them as 
much as I could while they were in my care. There were a 
number of cases I treated with really good results at the 
treatment end. For example, a local Afghan who smashed his 
finger and presented with an open finger fracture, but by the 
end of his treatment course had an almost straight finger 
without infection. Another case involved a little girl that had 
severe 2nd and 3rd degree burns covering her arms and face 
but after several weeks of treatment and care, I was shocked at 
how well she healed. However, the most priceless were the 
smiles on their faces once their treatment was complete. I was 
so happy to help people and felt that I did because they had 
nobody else and were miles away from any other treatment 
facility. 

The Special Forces units allowed me to go outside the 
wire with them to visit the women and children. The women 
were so happy to see me, some would stay in the confines of 
their compound scared to come out and be seen. So I would go 
to them and try to provide what they needed. This was their 
culture and how they lived, so I respected them for this and 
did what I could for them. My tour in Afghanistan was truly 
life changing. I learned how to be thankful for everything and 
not complain about the small stuff. I learned to be thankful for 
something as simple as an ice cube which was something that 
I did not have at this remote base. I really came away from 
this tour having a new respect for all people and really having 
no tolerance for people who are mean. I realized that it is so 
easy to be nice to people and friendly … sometimes something 
as simple as a smile can change someone’s day and make 
them feel better even when they have nothing according to our 
standards of living. 

I cannot end this blog without mentioning what else I 
came away with while at this very remote firebase. There were 
several camp dogs … most of them kept to themselves, but 
there was one that I grew very fond of while in Afghanistan. 
Rambo and his sister where brought to the camp as puppies 
shortly after my arrival. It wasn’t long before I took on the job 
of making sure they were fed. Dogs in Afghanistan are not 
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treated very well … they usually get shot or they are used for 
fighting. I knew that my new friend would not live long in this 
country if I did not do something to save him. 

Time was passing and my Afghanistan tour was coming 
to a end, people often mentioned to me that I should take 
Rambo to the United States, but I thought that this would be 
impossible for me to accomplish. After much thought and at 
one point Rambo almost being shot I decided that I would do 
everything in my power to take this furry guy home with me. 
Next, I had to figure out how I was going to get him from this 
remote firebase to the United States. I contacted a rescue 
group in Afghanistan which is overseen by an American and 
with their help made all the necessary arrangements. At this 
point, Rambo was well on his way back to Hawaii to live with 
me where he would truly be my dog to live and run without 
fear. 

The day came when Rambo and I would begin our 
transition to the United States.. Our journey was long, but 
many people helped us along the way to make the necessary 
stops and ensure his transport to the U.S. His journey has been 
an amazing one and currently he is doing well with me in 
Hawaii. I am so happy because although I could not bring any 
of those children home with me … I did rescue Rambo and for 
that I am truly thankful and feel as if it is one of the best things 
I have ever done in my life. 

I would like to give a special thank you to all the angels 
that supported my journey to rescue Rambo from Afghanistan 
so he could have the chance to run free and roll in green grass 
as all dogs should. 

 
The Ship’s Bosun by Cory Clark from Pacific 

Partnership 2012 Blog, May 23 
A “bosun” (a derivative of the word boatswain) is 

responsible for a ship’s rigging, anchors, cables, sails, cargo 
rigging, winch operations, deck maintenance, working aloft, 
small boat operations and all other deck-related items. The 
bosun is considered to be the foreman of the ship’s crew, 
because he or she issues orders to the deck crew. 

The boatswain is also responsible for the regular 
inspection of a vessel’s material condition and performs a 
variety of routine, skilled, and semi-skilled duties to maintain 
all areas of the ship not maintained by the engineering 
department. These duties can include cleaning, painting, and 
maintaining the vessel’s hull, superstructure and deck 
equipment as well as executing a formal preventive 
maintenance program. 

Hi, I’m Cory Clark, Boatswain of the USNS Mercy for 
Pacific Partnership 2012 and this is my story. 

Let’s see here… A little bit about me before I get to what 
people really want to hear. I am a Military Sealift Command 
Mariner with about 12-years of experience. This is my fourth 
mission with Pacific Partnership and I love what I do as the 
ships boatswain. I couldn’t be more excited about what this 
mission is going to bring. 

I’ve been on a variety of MSC ships on both U.S. coasts, 
but the Mercy has been my favorite platform. They usually 
bring me on board two or three months before PP12 to take 
care of a lot of the maintenance and restoration work. During 
that time, I also take care of a lot of the pre-checks and things 
that need to get done before everyone gets on to make sure 
their spaces are safe. It also becomes my job to make sure that 

my guys get the equipment and gear they need to do their jobs, 
as well as make sure that gear is operational. Sometimes my 
job feels like I’m trying to put together a 1,000-piece puzzle in 
a couple of minutes. It might not always be pretty, but I seem 
to manage to put the pieces in the right place, otherwise I 
don’t think they would keep bringing me back to the Mercy 
for Pacific Partnership. 

Being one of the two ship’s boatswains, I have to make 
sure a lot of stuff gets done to make sure the crew and patients 
are safe. Mother Ocean can be very dangerous and 
preventative measures must be taken; that is where I come in. 
I not only work with the damage control officers to make sure 
the crew is trained in damage control, but I also ensure the 
maintenance of all the small boats on the ship. On top of that, 
it is my job to make sure spaces on the ship are secured for 
sea, and to be responsible for the general safety of the crew. 
My favorite part of the job is being one of the boat drivers that 
carries crew, supplies and patients to and from the countries. 
Between these boats, we carry 80-90% of patients and 
supplies to and from shore. 

As a small boat captain, I am usually one of the first and 
last people that some of the patients see. The gratitude these 
people show is one of the most rewarding things in my life. 
On one occasion, I was transporting a group from Cambodia 
back to shore from the ship, and one of the men I was taking 
wouldn’t stop shaking my hand. He wasn’t even one of the 
people we treated, yet he showed an incredible amount of 
appreciation for what we were doing for his countrymen. It is 
moments like that that make me believe we are truly making a 
difference. 

I like to think of this as me giving back for things I 
partook in my life that may not have been proper or right for 
humanity. We help a lot of poor and indigent countries and 
people on this mission. To say that I was a part of that is a 
huge deal for me. 

I take satisfaction in knowing that we are giving more 
than 100% in this mission to help as many people as we 
possibly can. 

At this point in the mission, we are ramping up for our 
first mission port in Indonesia. Deck department has been 
working long hours making sure everything goes off without a 
hitch. 

I am happy to be a part of this mission. I love interacting 
with the patients as I bring them to the ship, I love being the 
“go to” guy with the fast-rescue boat, and I love knowing that 
I help keep things safe. I get a good feeling when I do my job. 
And to me, that makes all of the sacrifices of the life of a 
mariner worthwhile. 

 
How U.S. Must Adapt In Asia by Kang Choi from 

Pacific Forum CSIS (The Diplomat), May 23 
Kang Choi is a professor and Director-General for 

American Studies at the Institute of Foreign Affairs and 
National Security, Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade. 

If the U.S. wants to be the resident Pacific power then it 
needs to show greater commitment than it has done. 

A power transition, caused mainly by the rise of China, is 
going on in East Asia. China has become the No. 1 trading 
partner of almost every country in the region, while its 
military power continues to grow. Asymmetrical 
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interdependency between China and other regional states will 
continue to grow. 

At the same time, East Asia has witnessed architectural 
and structural changes over the years. Multilateral 
organizations and institutions such as the East Asian Summit 
(EAS), the China-Japan-Korea Summit, the ASEAN-Plus-
Three, and the ASEAN Regional Forum (ARF) have become 
increasingly active, and are expected to expand their 
respective roles. And increasing dynamism for integration and 
cooperation among the countries in the region has become 
highly visible and multidimensional. On the other hand, 
despite efforts to modernize the alliance system, U.S. bilateral 
alliances have remained relatively static. 

Nationalistic sentiment, territorial disputes, and history 
issues have recently become more contentious among 
countries in the region, which impedes further integration and 
cooperation and could become the source of conflict. In some 
countries, democratization is taking place. Uncertainty over 
whether this transformation will be smooth is another source 
of potential instability. In a word, the current major 
characteristics of East Asia can best be summed up as “iAsia” 
– integration, innovation, investment, instability, and 
inequality. 

Against this backdrop, the Obama administration has 
recently announced its policy toward the Asia-Pacific region, 
which emphasizes a “pivot” in U.S. foreign policy. This 
reflects the rediscovery of the importance of the trans-Pacific 
axis in the 21st century, from security to the economy. It 
seems that two words – engagement and enlargement – 
capture the basic direction of the Obama administration’s 
policy toward the Asia-Pacific region. This is quite similar to 
that of the Clinton administration of the mid-1990s. 

The U.S. policy contains the following five elements: 
strengthening traditional alliances; strengthening partnerships 
with other regional countries; managing and developing a 
cooperative relationship with China; participation in and 
working with multilateral regional mechanisms; and 
developing and strengthening trade relations (KORUS FTA 
and TPP). How the Obama administration will implement its 
Asia policy remains to be seen, but a number of concerns 
should be taken into account in the implementation process. 

The United States argues that it is an Asia-Pacific 
country. Unfortunately, such statements haven’t been backed 
up by concrete action. The U.S. has maintained almost the 
same level of engagement or presence throughout the post-
Cold War period. Some argue that U.S. commitment to, and 
engagement in, the region remain rhetorical or unconvincing, 
especially in terms of economics. In turn, the credibility of 
U.S. policy toward the region has been questioned, prompting 
some countries to seek alternative foreign policies. 

The United States has been relatively reactive toward 
changes in the region. It hasn’t paid sufficient (or due) 
attention to the unfolding or possible changes or dynamics in 
the region. Sometimes, issue-by-issue or selective engagement 
has marked U.S. policy toward the region. This has led some 
to question whether the United States has a clear vision for the 
Asia-Pacific region backed up by a comprehensive knowledge 
and profound understanding of regional dynamics and 
concerns. 

The U.S. approach has been driven by traditional security 
concerns and concepts. Consequently, it has relied mainly on 

bilateral alliances (U.S.-ROK. U.S.-Japan, U.S.-Australia) and 
neglected other mechanisms and institutions. While the United 
States has often underscored the parallel or complementary 
development of bilateral and multilateral cooperation 
mechanisms, it has usually reverted to bilateral mechanisms 
since its primary concerns have been somewhat traditional. 
However, regional countries have other security concerns, and 
they may seek alternative mechanisms that can properly 
address emerging security issues. 

In the face of China’s rising influence, the U.S. pivot 
toward East Asia will be welcomed by most East Asian states 
as a stabilizing influence. But the U.S. must tighten its 
relationship with the region in various dimensions and on a 
range of issues, not just through verbal commitments, but 
though concrete actions. It should try to build a “system of 
systems” for regional cooperation and integration and become 
a real resident power in the region. 

Against this backdrop, China sees some of this as an 
effort to encircle it, and four of the five elements of U.S. 
policy toward the Asia-Pacific region could be considered 
encircling measures. Certainly, it’s not possible to ignore the 
possibility that U.S. policies might force its allies or partners 
to make a strategic choice between the United States and 
China, something that might invite friction between the U.S. 
and its allies/partners. The relationship between China and 
other regional powers is extremely complex and complicated, 
meaning regional countries can’t make such a choice without 
suffering side effects. U.S. understanding of this is necessary, 
but whether the United States is able to deepen and widen 
cooperation with China and strengthen its other four policy 
pillars is what will determine the success of U.S. policy 
toward East Asia. 

The U.S. and its allies/partners haven’t discussed some of 
the fundamental issues, namely, the desirable regional 
architecture for the region. While they are talking about peace, 
stability, and prosperity, they have rarely thought about the 
conditions that will bring this about. In other words, a 
thorough assessment and forecasting of the future strategic 
environment of the region hasn’t been properly carried out. 
Without a common vision or efforts to introduce guiding 
principles for the attainment of this vision, it isn’t possible to 
overcome strategic distrust. 

Ultimately, the United States needs to take into account 
the concerns of its allies and partners and to enhance its 
understanding of regional dynamics in East Asia. With that in 
mind, strategic dialogue with regional countries must be 
strengthened and expanded to cover broad areas of concern. 
And its active participation in and contribution to multilateral 
fora are necessary. Proper development of bi- and multilateral 
cooperation will help the U.S. to become the resident power in 
East Asia. 

 
In First, Navy Will Put 4G Network on Ships by 

Spencer Ackerman from Danger Room (WIRED), May 23 
Navy communications tech has come a long way since 

this IT2 Alex Pattios manned the comms at the Military Sealift 
Operations Center in 2002. In a few months, the Navy's 
installing its first wireless network on three ships in the 
Mideast. Photo: U.S. Navy 

Bandwidth on Navy ships is a scarce, expensive 
commodity. For Sailors using non-essential systems, like 
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recreational computers? Dial-up speeds — if they’re lucky. 
But by the end of the year, for the first time, the Navy will put 
a 4G LTE wireless network aboard some of its ships, giving a 
whole new communications tool to Sailors and Marines: their 
smartphones. 

By the end of 2012, the Navy confirms, three ships will 
receive a brand-new microwave-based wireless wide area 
network (WWAN): the amphibious assault ship USS 
Kearsarge, the amphibious transport dock USS San Antonio 
and the dock landing ship USS Whidbey Island. The ships’ 
communications systems won’t operate on the network — 
their connectivity will continue to come from satellites. 
Instead, Android smartphones operated by individual Sailors 
would run on the network, something currently impossible out 
at sea. 

But the mobile devices won’t be aboard ships so Sailors 
can play Words With Friends (or won’t just be aboard for that 
purpose). The idea is to allow Sailors and Marines with the 
26th Marine Expeditionary Unit to take part in what the Navy 
calls the network’s first at-sea “planning vignette” — that is, 
boarding an ersatz vessel hijacked by “pirates” to send real-
time data — including videos — back to the mothership. 

“What we’ve collectively developed is a ruggedized, 
ocean-going LTE network similar to what you’d find with 
telecom providers like Verizon or AT&T,” says Phillip 
Cramer, a vice president at Indiana-based BATS Wireless, 
which built the network for the Navy along with partner 
companies Oceus and Cambium. “The biggest difference 
being that it can expand, contract, and move seamlessly; 
delivering critical data and communications to the soldiers 
who need it most.” 

Right now, the Navy’s communications infrastructure at 
sea is reliant on satellites to provide connectivity. That’s a 
necessity for keeping in contact across vast oceans. But it’s 
also a scarce resource, especially as the Navy nets fill up with 
data from shipboard drones, and adding bandwidth is 
expensive. For their part, the Marines are experimenting with 
a new satellite network to increase their communications to a 
range of 250 nautical miles. 

The WWAN won’t supplant the ships’ satellite 
connections. It’ll supplement it. And it couldn’t replace 
satellite comms if the Navy wanted it to: It works from 
distances of up to 20 nautical miles. That’s not useful for 
keeping the fleet connected. But it’s very useful for keeping a 
naval task force connected, or a Marine expeditionary team, or 
an aircraft carrier battle group. 

And there’s a fair amount of throughput for data over the 
network. BATS says its network will be able to provide 300 
megabits per second’s worth of data. Depending on the 
number of users, that should be enough to share video files as 
well as text and voice. 

“From a speed standpoint, our aggregate throughput of 
300Mb is much greater when within line of sight than the 
existing satellite communications,” says Doug Abbotts, a 
spokesman for the Navy’s Naval Air Systems Command, 
which has been working on the WWAN since 2009. 

This is a big shift for the Navy. Last year, the outgoing 
chief of naval operations, Adm. Gary Roughead, told Danger 
Room that the Navy simply lacked the onboard infrastructure 
to follow the Army’s strides into mobile communications. 

It also gets the Navy into the smartphone and tablet 
market for the first time. According to BATS, the Navy is 
going to purchase the devices off the shelf and work with the 
National Security Agency to secure them for transferring 
classified information. Like the Army, the Navy likes Android 
devices: Among other things, they’re comparatively cheap. 

It’s unclear what the impending arrival of the WWAN 
network onto ships will mean for any broader Navy embrace 
of wireless networks or mobile tech. Being on a ship isn’t like 
being out on foot patrol: A ship always has a communications 
infrastructure aboard; and mobile devices seem less necessary. 

Still, it’s hard not to imagine the Navy not seeing this 
initial deployment as a test case. And the more the Navy 
adopts off-the-shelf wireless networking tools, the more 
satellite bandwidth will be freed up. And for the Navy’s new 
giant, overarching initiative to play Ricky Bobby to the Air 
Force’s Cal Naughton Jr. — known as AirSea Battle — it 
might not be so long before imagery from, say, an Air Force 
RQ-170 stealth drone hits a Navy destroyer via satellite and a 
Sailor aboard pings it to his buddy’s secured Galaxy Nexus on 
a different ship via a WWAN. 

Abbots says that the sea trial will be a test case for the 
first-ever Navy wireless network. “There are several agencies 
interested in the evaluation of the system in a Maritime 
environment,” he tells Danger Room. For now, though, 
chances are the Navy’s new shipboard wireless networks will 
at least mean YouTube is about to see an influx of faux-pirate 
blooper reels. 

 
The Navy’s Wooden Avengers Are Real-Life Mine 

Sweepers from Monster Machines (Gizmodo), May 23 
The Strait of Hormuz is one of the most strategically 

important stretches of water on Earth. Though just 29 miles 
wide, it accommodates the passage of 20 percent of the 
world's oil. Were Iran to plant sea mines there (again), global 
trade would be severely affected. Luckily, the Strait is 
defended by the Avengers—not the superheroes, the mine 
hunters. 

Officially known as Avenger-class mine countermeasures 
ships, the U.S. Navy has built 14 such boats between 1987 and 
1994 and deployed them around the world to protect vital 
waterways. Built by Peterson Shipbuilders of Sturgeon Bay, 
WI and Marinette Marine of Marinette, WI, these ships 
measure 224-feet long and rely on wooden hulls—typically 
oak, Douglas-fir, or Nootka Cypress—coated in glass-
reinforced plastic. This reduces weight and lowers the 
magnetic signature of the vessel (preventing the activation of 
any nearby magnetic mines) while still providing a durable 
boat-bottom that can withstand the shock waves from nearby 
detonated mines. A team of four, 600-HP Isotta-Fraschini 
diesel engines propel the 1,312-ton boats and their compliment 
of 84 crew members at a pokey 14 knots. Sure that's only 16 
MPH, but racing top-speed though mine fields generally isn't 
recommended anyway and makes actually finding the mines 
(with something other than the bow of the ship) more difficult. 

When searching for mines, the Avengers employ the 
AN/SQQ-32 advanced minehunting sonar, built by Raytheon 
and Thales Underwater Systems. This system deploys a pair of 
sonars from a submersible pod towed under the ship. Search 
and detection duties are handled by Raytheon while the high-
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frequency, high-resolution TUS sonar helps classify what sort 
of mine it is. Then the fun starts. 

Once a mine field has been identified, the Avengers can 
either perform a conventional mine sweep—basically 
dragging a wire through the water to cut the mooring wire of 
floating mines—or they can deploy the AN/SLQ-48 remotely 
operated vehicle. This ROV is designed to detect and detonate 
both floating mines and those resting on the seafloor. It 
employs high-frequency sonar (like the TUS system) as well 
as low light level television (LLLTV) to find the mines. The 
ROV can then either cut the mine's mooring cables or detonate 
it underwater using a high-explosive charge. While the 
AN/SLQ-48 does remain tethered to the ship, its 3,500-foot 
umbilical allows the mothership to remain a safe distance from 
the action. 

Unfortunately, these ships tend to see a lot of action. After 
the class's initial deployment in 1987, they were employed 
extensively throughout the Persian Gulf during the Iran-Iraq 
War, then again during Operations Desert Shield and Desert 
Storm. Now, as tensions with Iran rise again, Avengers are 
being sent back—again. Four additional Avengers are being 
shipped to the Gulf (aboard the MV Tern—a smaller version 
of the MV Blue Marlin) to joing the Fifth Fleet in Bahrain, 
bringing the total of mine-sweeping vessels in the region to 
eight. 

"We are moving four more minesweepers to the region, 
making eight," Adm. Jonathan Greenert, chief of naval 
operations (CNO), told the U.S. Senate Armed Services 
committee. "We want to improve our underwater minehunting 
capability." While Iran has only rattled its saber in regards to 
the Strait of Hormuz, if it does try to disrupt sea trade in the 
region, the Avengers will be ready to assemble. 

 
Navy Works With Small Businesses to Strengthen 

Technology from Navy Live, May 23 
“Small businesses in emerging industries – like clean 

energy – have cutting-edge ideas that are strengthening our 
country and changing the world.” - Ray Mabus, Secretary of 
the Navy 

The Navy has worked to build and maintain strong 
relationships with the many small businesses that play a vital 
role in both the nation and the lives of its service members. In 
fact, the Navy participates in over 300 small business outreach 
events annually; matching prospective businesses with 
mission requirements. Last year alone, the Navy awarded over 
$14.2 Billion to small businesses as prime contractors, 
supporting over 200,000 jobs. 

Small Business Innovative Research (SBIR) 

 The SBIR program promotes technology 
development and innovation from small businesses to 
enhance Navy acquisition capability. Navy and the 
U.S. Small Business Administration established an 
agreement to promote more opportunities under 
SBIR. Green technology topics have increased by 
20%. 

 SBIR has been instrumental in small businesses 
providing breakthrough technology in Virginia Class 
Submarines from acoustic interface design and 
fabrication towed arrays to multi-tube weapon 
simulators. 

 SBIR-developed technology now reduces F35 jet 
engine noise, protecting flight crew personnel. 

 UAVs such as Scan Eagle were developed through 
research funded contracts under the SBIR program. 

Supporting our Sailors and Marines every day 

 Small business manufacturers produce uniforms, 
protective gear, and electronics used at sea and on the 
battlefield. 

 Small Businesses were instrumental in the 
development of the Mine Resistant Ambush 
Protected (MRAP) vehicles used in Iraq and 
Afghanistan and providing IED detection methods. 

 135 buying activities across the Navy and Marine 
Corps use small businesses to support their mission. 

Navy Small Business Professionals (SBPs) 

 The Navy has 165 civilian and uniformed SBPs 
serving as principal advisors to commanders on 
acquisition strategies andpractices that promote 
maximum opportunity for small businesses to 
compete for Navy contracts. They are key 
contributorsto the Navy strategic communication plan 
due to their daily contact with the public. 

Did you Know? 

 The Navy has increased awards to small business by 
over $3.5 Billion in the past 6 years. 

 Small Business competitively receives over $74B in 
subcontracting awards under DoD contracts. 

 

Faces of the Fleet from Navy Live, May 23 
“Faces of the Fleet” takes a look at YOUR Navy 

operating forward. These images represent the greatest Sailors 
in the greatest Navy in the world leading from the deck plates, 
and completing missions around the globe. This is your fleet 
and these are your Sailors! Hooyah, Navy!! 

 Air Traffic Controller 2nd Class Orry K. Clark 
monitors inbound aircraft approach movements from 
the air traffic control center of the multipurpose 
amphibious assault ship USS Iwo Jima (LHD 7). 

 Logistics Specialist Seaman Maurice Noland, 
assigned to USS Constitution, high fives a child 
during the Armed Forces Torchlight Parade as a part 
of Spokane Navy Week. (U.S. Navy photo by Mass 
Communication Specialist 2nd Class Kathryn E. 
Macdonald/Released) 

 Quartermaster 3rd Class Matthew Cammer lowers 
the ensign aboard the amphibious dock landing ship 
USS Pearl Harbor (LSD 52). 

 Seaman Stacy Razick, assigned to submarine tender 
USS Emory S Land (AS 39), explains math concepts 
and formulas to a student from Jose Rios Middle 
School as part of the Saturday Scholars tutoring 
program. 

 Cmdr. Carol McKenzie, commanding officer of the 
amphibious dock landing ship USS Germantown 
(LSD 42) guides ensigns Kelli Gardner and Brandon 
Blackford while they conduct Division Tactics 
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(DIVTACS) during the at-sea portion of Cooperation 
Afloat Readiness and Training (CARAT) 2012 
Thailand. 

View Gallery (5 Photos) 
Your Navy TODAY (May. 23 2012) 
On any given day, in your Navy, our team of more than 

600,000 professional Sailors and Civilians are working 
together around the globe to perform our mission: deter 
aggression and, if deterrence fails, win our Nation’s wars. It is 
not possible to share every aspect of this global team but, 
through this blog, we offer you a glimpse of what these men 
and women do. 

May 23 - (USS Carl Vinson’s Tiger Cruise; USS Blue 
Ridge at Sea) 

 A helicopter flies by USS Carl Vinson during an air 
power demonstration for embarked tiger cruise 
participants. 

 A Sailor performs maintenance checks prior to 
evening helicopter operations on the flight deck of 
USS Blue Ridge. 

 Secretary of the Navy (SECNAV), the Honorable 
Ray Mabus, interviews with broadcast journalist 
Charlie Rose on the set of "The Charlie Rose Show" 
in New York. 

 USS Michigan heads out to sea in advance of the 
developing tropical depression. 

View Gallery (4 Photos) 
Return to Index 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Commanding The Electromagnetic And Cyber Environment 
(CHIEF OF NAVAL OPERATIONS BLOG 24 JUL 12) ... Adm. Jonathan W. Greenert 

The electromagnetic (EM) spectrum is an unseen but integral part of our daily lives. Almost every one of us uses a remote (or EM 
transmitter) to control our television and unlock our car. We use mobile phones (or EM transceivers) to constantly stay in touch with 
each other by talking, e-mailing and texting. And, for more than a century we have relied on radio (or an EM receiver) and later 
television for news and entertainment. Important as the EM spectrum is in our personal lives, however, it is essential to our military 
operations. Failing to use it effectively can, no… actually it will be the difference between victory and defeat. 

 
2. #SAAM: Navy Announces Reporting Requirements For SAPR-L/F Training 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 24 JUL 12) ... Chief of Naval Personnel Public Affairs 

WASHINGTON -- The Chief of Naval Personnel announced, July 24, reporting requirements for completion of Sexual Assault 
Prevention and Response (SAPR) Leadership and Fleet training. 

 
3. Amphibious Carrier Confirmed For Fla.-G'town Game 
Gators, Hoyas to play on carrier Nov. 9 
(WJXT TV JACKSONVILLE (FL) 24 JUL 12) 

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. -- Mayor Alvin Brown announcing Tuesday that the Navy has agreed to send the USS Bataan to Naval 
Station Mayport to serve as the platform for the 2012 Navy-Marine Corps Classic basketball game hosted by the city Nov. 9. 

 
4. Navy Week: On Call For Deployment 
(KLDT NBC SIOUX FALLS 24 JUL 12) ... Jeff Rusack 

The men and women aboard the USS John C. Stennis preparations all go towards one thing, war. 
 

5. Navy Admiral Visits Scottsbluff 
(SCOTTSBLUFF (NE) STAR HERALD 24 JUL 12) ... Brandon Nelson 

From national security and clean energy issues to beans and the rotary club, a Navy flag officer is in town to cover it all. 
 

CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
6. Condemned To A Watery Grave 
Dramatic moment U.S. Navy ship is sunk by torpedo from Australian submarine during target practice 
(LONDON DAILY MAIL (UK) 25 JUL 12) 

This is the dramatic moment a U.S. Navy ship is sunk by a torpedo from an Australian submarine during a military exercise in the 
Pacific Ocean. 

 
7. Swift Conducts Crew Turnover In Naples 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 24 JUL 12) ... Ensign Joe Keiley, HSV-2 Swift Public Affairs 

NAPLES, Italy -- The Blue Crew of High-Speed Vessel Swift (HSV 2) exchanged command with Swift's Gold Crew during a 
port visit to Naples, Italy, in preparation for its upcoming Africa Partnership Station (APS) West 2012 deployment, July 23. 

 
8. Peleliu Hosts State Department During COMPTUEX 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 25 JUL 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Derek Stroop, USS Peleliu Public Affairs 

USS PELELIU, At sea -- Amphibious assault ship USS Peleliu (LHA 5) highlighted its mission capabilities for U.S. Department 
of State distinguished guests with a tour during composite training unit exercise (COMPTUEX), July 23. 
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GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
9. Nations At Impasse Over South China Sea, Group Warns 
(NEW YORK TIMES 25 JUL 12) ... Jane Perlez 

BEIJING — The disputes between China and four of its Southeast Asian neighbors over claims in the South China Sea have 
become so intense, the prospect of open conflict is becoming more likely, an authoritative new report says. 

 
10. Armed Clashes Loom In West Philippine Sea 
(ABS-CBN NEWS (PHILIPPINES) 25 JUL 12) ... Jojo Malig 

MANILA, Philippines - Heightened militarization, hardline nationalism, and countries' refusal to meet halfway to settle their 
differences over territory in the West Philippine Sea are an explosive mix that could result in armed clashes in the disputed waters of 
the region, a new analysis by an international group has warned. 

 
11. China’s Newest City Raises Threat Of Conflict In South China Sea 
(TIME 24 JUL 12) ... Austin Ramzy 

China has declared its establishment of a municipal settlement on a disputed island chain in the South China Sea. The move, 
combined with an earlier announcement about the islands' militarization, further raises tensions in this geopolitical hot spot 

 
12. McCain Warns China Over Move On Dispute Islands 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 24 JUL 12) 

WASHINGTON — Sen. John McCain (R-Ari.) warned Tuesday that China was “unnecessarily provocative” in saying it will 
establish a military garrison on disputed South China Sea islands, and called for a multilateral solution to the dispute. 

 
13. Taiwan To Ship Artillery, Mortars To Spratlys 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 24 JUL 12) 

Taiwan will add longer-range artillery and mortars to weaponry deployed in the South China Sea, officials and media said 
Tuesday, in a move that could ratchet up tensions in the contested area. 

 
14. Philippines Ratifies Australia Military Pact 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 24 JUL 12) 

The Philippine Senate ratified a sensitive military pact with Australia Tuesday that lays out rules for visiting troops, in a move 
politicians said would improve regional security. 

 
15. U.S. Keen To Partner On Indian Missile Defense Program 
(AEROSPACE DAILY & DEFENSE REPORT 24 JUL 12) ... Jay Menon 

NEW DELHI -- The U.S. is showing keen interest in ballistic missile defense (BMD) cooperation with India. 
 

16. N. Korea, Iran Vow To Boost Strategic Cooperation: Source 
(KYODO NEWS 25 JUL 12) 

TOKYO -- North Korea and Iran have agreed to strengthen cooperation in so-called "strategic projects" between the two 
countries, apparently including the development of nuclear and ballistic missiles, according to a diplomatic source familiar with 
bilateral relations. 

 
17. Russian Flotilla Headed For Syria Enters Mediterranean 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 24 JUL 12) 

MOSCOW — A Russian naval flotilla of warships destined for the Syrian port of Tartus has entered the Mediterranean, Russia’s 
defense ministry said July 24. 

 
18. Collins Sub HMAS Farncomb On Target Against Americans In Exercises 
(THE AUSTRALIAN 25 JUL 12) ... Brendan Nicholson 

The Australian submarine HMAS Farncomb has torpedoed and sunk a decommissioned American naval ship during an exercise 
off Hawaii. 

 

PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
19. Tamarac Sailor Killed In Afghanistan Trained Military K-9s 
(SOUTH FLORIDA SUN-SENTINEL 24 JUL 12) ... Ihosvani Rodriguez 

A 33-year-old U.S. Navy Sailor from Tamarac who stepped on a mine after he rushed to protect his canine partner during a 
firefight in Afghanistan has died from his injuries, the Department of Defense announced Tuesday. 
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20. They Loaded Mortars In The War, So Now What? 
Troop-To-Civilian Program Being Redesigned 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 24 JUL 12) ... Pauline Jelinek 

WASHINGTON -- U.S. combat troops patrol dusty pathways in Afghanistan, look for hidden roadside bombs, load and fire 
mortar shells at insurgents' positions. So when they come home, how will that help them land a civilian job? 

 
21. DOD To Improve Voluntary Education Safeguards 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 24 JUL 12) ... Lisa Daniel 

WASHINGTON – The Defense Department is nearing completion of an agreement with post-secondary schools to ensure service 
members have the best possible experience in continuing their education, a senior Pentagon official said today. 

 
22. Obama Again Vows Veterans Affairs Exempt From Sequester 
(POLITICO 24 JUL 12) ... Jason Millman 

Mitt Romney warned veterans that the looming sequester would mean bad things for the health care military veterans get through 
the Department of Veterans Affairs. 

 
23. Navy Surgeon General Participates In National Naval Officers Association Conference 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 24 JUL 12) ... Capt. Dora Lockwood, U.S. Navy Bureau of Medicine and Surgery Public Affairs 

NEW ORLEANS -- The Navy's surgeon general and chief of the Bureau of Medicine and Surgery participated in the Enterprise 
Leadership Panel at the National Naval Officers Association (NNOA) 40th Professional Development and Training Conference July 
24. 

 
24. Bataan CSADD - Sailors Helping Sailors 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 24 JUL 12) ... USS Bataan Public Affairs 

USS BATAAN, Norfolk, Va. -- Junior Sailors aboard multipurpose amphibious assault ship USS Bataan (LHD 5) formed a new 
local chapter of the Navy's Coalition of Sailors Against Destructive Decisions (CSADD) July 24. 

 
25. Naval Special Warfare Hosts Annual Blood Drive 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 24 JUL 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Geneva Gabrielle Brier, Naval Special Warfare 
Public Affairs 

CORONADO, Calif. -- Naval Special Warfare Command (NSW) hosted a Naval Medical Center San Diego (NMCSD) blood 
donor drive to support the Troops, July 24. 

 
26. Memorial Service Set For Sailors Killed In Copter Crash 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 24 JUL 12) ... Kate Wiltrout 

Two Sailors who died last week when their helicopter crashed in Oman will be memorialized Thursday at Norfolk Naval Station. 
 

27. Naval Postgraduate School Cycling Club, Local Community Pay Tribute To Former Dean 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 24 JUL 12) ... Amanda D. Stein, Naval Postgraduate School Public Affairs 

MONTEREY, Calif. -- Close to 200 members of the Naval Postgraduate School (NPS) and local communities paid tribute to the 
university's late dean of students and retired astronaut, July 21. 

 

FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
28. U.S. Biofuel Advocates Urge Congress To Continue Pentagon Funding 
(REUTERS 24 JUL 12) ... David Alexander 

WASHINGTON -- Military veterans and former lawmakers urged Congress on Tuesday to continue funding the Pentagon's 
controversial biofuels program, saying the failure to deal with U.S. dependence on foreign oil was a key factor in the wars of the past 
22 years. 

 
29. Veterans Back Military's Role In Biofuels Development 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 24 JUL 12) ... Morgan Lee 

A cast of influential military veterans on Tuesday defended the Navy's foray into biofuels research and development, amid 
questions on Capitol Hill about the effort's cost effectiveness. 

 
30. Families Of Flight 93 Victims Will Attend Christening Of USS Somerset 
(WFMY CBS GREENSBORO (NC) 24 JUL 12) ... Liz Crawford 

GREESNBORO, NC -- The U.S. Navy is preparing to launch its newest ship, the USS Somerset, named in honor of the victims of 
Flight 93. 
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31. New System Expands Ships’ Tracking Range 
Africa tests catch illegal fisherman, drug smugglers 
(NAVY TIMES 24 JUL 12) ... Jacqueline Klimas 

The Navy will soon get a leg up in locating illegal fisherman, drug smugglers, pirates, human traffickers and others at sea who 
don’t want to be found. 

 
32. Panetta, Defense Industry Leaders Meet To Discuss Sequestration 
(DEFENSE NEWS 24 JUL 12) ... Marcus Weisgerber 

U.S. Defense Secretary Leon Panetta and a diverse group of more than two-dozen CEOs continued discussions of how $500 
billion in cuts to military spending would impact the defense industry and DoD and potential courses of action Congress might take to 
avert the reductions. 

 
33. Prepare For Defense Cuts Now, Businesses Told 
(NEWPORT NEWS DAILY PRESS 24 JUL 12) ... Hugh Lessig 

NEWPORT NEWS — Peninsula business leaders received some marching orders Tuesday during a discussion about deep 
defense cuts that could take a bite from the local economy in January: Be proactive and don't wait for it to happen. 

 
34. Call To Innovators: ONR's Naval S&T Partnership Conference Registration Opens 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 24 JUL 12) ... Katherine H. Crawford, Office of Naval Research 

ARLINGTON, Va. -- The Office of Naval Research (ONR) opened online registration July 24 for its biennial Naval Science and 
Technology Partnership Conference, to take place this fall. 

 

BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
35. Navy Vice Admiral William Burke Headlines Rotary Luncheon 
(ROCHESTER (NY) DEMOCRAT & CHRONICLE 24 JUL 12) ... Alicia Smith 

“America’s away team,” as Navy Vice Admiral William Burke calls his military branch, has a lot in common with Rotary 
International, whose motto emphasizes a lifestyle of altruism. 

 
36. Leap Frogs Drop In On Zoo 
Navy parachute team provides aerial spectacle 
(SIOUX FALLS (SD) ARGUS LEADER.24 JUL 12) ... Dalton Walker 

The herd of bison at the Great Plains Zoo took a brief backseat Monday to the sky. 
 

37. Navy Aiming For Grid Independence 
(FIERCE ENERGY 24 JUL 12) ... Travis Mitchell 

Through the creation of regional smart grids and the development of new demand response programs, the Navy's Smart Power 
Partnership Initiative is working to improve grid reliability and efficiency of Southern California's power grid 

 
38. Joint Civilian Orientation Conference Participants Visit USS Makin Island 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 25 JUL 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Kory D. Alsberry, USS Makin Island Public Affairs 

USS MAKIN ISLAND, At sea -- A group of 38 civilian leaders in education, business, industry and local governments from 
across the country visited the amphibious assault ship USS Makin Island (LHD 8) as part of the Department of Defense (DoD) Joint 
Civilian Orientation Conference (JCOC), July 24. 

 
39. Japan, U.S. Defense Chiefs To Hold Talks Aug. 3 In Washington 
(KYODO NEWS 25 JUL 12) 

TOKYO -- Defense Minister Satoshi Morimoto will hold talks with his U.S. counterpart Leon Panetta on Aug. 3 in Washington 
with the deployment of the U.S. Osprey military aircraft expected to top the agenda, government sources said Wednesday. 

 

NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
40. Pentagon Sees Valve Fix To Solve F-22’s Oxygen Problem 
Oxygen Failings Of F-22 Solved, Pentagon’s Little Says 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 24 JUL 12) ... David Lerman 

The Air Force is correcting oxygen troubles on Lockheed Martin Corp. (LMT)’s F-22 fighter by replacing a valve in pressure 
vests worn by pilots at high altitudes, Pentagon spokesman George Little said. 
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41. Drones Pose A Danger To Air Traffic Over Somalia, U.N. Says 
Report gives evidence of several narrowly averted catastrophes 
(WASHINGTON POST 25 JUL 12) ... Craig Whitlock 

The skies over Somalia have become so congested with drones that the unmanned aircraft pose a danger to air traffic and 
potentially violate a long-standing arms embargo against the war-torn country, according to United Nations officials. 

 
42. Shinseki: Backlog Means VA Reaching More Vets 
(NAVY TIMES 24 JUL 12) ... Rick Maze 

The rising mountain of veterans’ disability claims isn’t the sign of a dysfunctional government, but of one that has greatly 
expanded the number of people it is trying to help, Veterans Affairs Department secretary Eric Shinseki said Tuesday. 

 
43. Wounded Vet's Next Steps Will Now Be A Bit Easier 
2 groups modify home of man who's endured surgeries, rehab 
(WASHINGTON POST 25 JUL 12) ... Tom Jackman 

To call Army Capt. Patrick Horan's journey from Baghdad to a new home in McLean "long and arduous" would be a massive 
understatement. After being shot in the head during a mission in July 2007, he underwent brain surgeries and endless rehabilitation, 
relearned how to walk and talk, and traveled the country seeing various specialists. 

 

OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
44. Pentagon's Deeper Green 
(SCRANTON TIMES TRIBUNE 24 JUL 12) ... Editorial 

Many patriots in Congress were deeply upset when they learned last week that the U.S. Olympic team's uniforms had been made 
in China. 

 
45. What Iran Sanctions Can And Can't Do 
Sanctions may not bring the mullahs to heel on nuclear arms, but they can help topple the regime. 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 25 JUL 12) ... Emanuele Ottolenghi 

Ordinary Iranians are having to tighten their belts since the European Union's oil embargo came into force on July 1. The decades 
of economic mismanagement by Iran's authoritarian leaders have culminated in five years of increasingly stern sanctions that are 
crippling Iran's economy. And notwithstanding the regime's defiant dismissal of their impact, sanctions have left many Iranian 
families with empty bank accounts and hollow stomachs. 

 
46. Region Needs U.S. To Counter Rising Chinese Power 
Australian policymakers face a challenging balancing act 
(CANBERRA TIMES (AUSTRALIA) 24 JUL 12) ... Benjamin Herscovitch 

As China continues to rise in the face of North Atlantic decline, it is again flexing its geo-political muscle. 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Commanding The Electromagnetic And Cyber Environment 
(CHIEF OF NAVAL OPERATIONS BLOG 24 JUL 12) ... Adm. Jonathan W. Greenert 

The electromagnetic (EM) spectrum is an unseen but 
integral part of our daily lives. Almost every one of us uses a 
remote (or EM transmitter) to control our television and 
unlock our car. We use mobile phones (or EM transceivers) to 
constantly stay in touch with each other by talking, e-mailing 
and texting. And, for more than a century we have relied on 
radio (or an EM receiver) and later television for news and 
entertainment. Important as the EM spectrum is in our 
personal lives, however, it is essential to our military 
operations. Failing to use it effectively can, no… actually it 
will be the difference between victory and defeat. 

Now, we have also seen a merging in the last few years of 
the EM spectrum and cyberspace. High-bandwidth wireless 
networks in our homes, businesses and public spaces and 
satellite internet access for ships at sea and troops on the 
ground have made the electromagnetic spectrum an integral 
part of computer networks. Similarly, EM sensors such as 
radars and radiofrequency listening devices have become 
integral with the computer networks that control them and 
process their output. 

This new EM and cyber environment presents us with 
challenges and opportunities in the 21st century similar to the 
undersea domain in the 20th century. Like the undersea 
domain, the EM and cyber environment is an area we can use 
to gain an advantage over our adversaries. To command this 
new environment, we need the ability to monitor and be aware 
of the environment, manage our emissions, discretely 
communicate, find, track and defeat threats, and conduct 
attacks as needed. 

Today we are inextricably connected to the EM and cyber 
environment, and occasionally we conduct military operations 
in it. This situation parallels in many ways the period around 
the First World War, when submarines transited on the 
surface, preferred to submerge only to clandestinely move into 
firing position, and then surfaced to attack. In subsequent 
years, submarines spent more time submerged, and with the 
advent of nuclear power, no longer need to surface or snorkel. 
As a matter of survival, we developed an understanding of 

underwater acoustics and the ocean environment, a culture of 
sound silencing, and a doctrine of operating under water – 
eventually turning the undersea environment into a primary 
warfighting domain. 

We need to make a similar advancement in our command 
of the EM and cyber environment. Our Sailors need to sense, 
understand and employ the EM and cyber environment in a 
similar way that submariners (officers and enlisted) eventually 
mastered acoustics and the undersea domain. Today we 
understand how specific adversary radars and communications 
systems work, emissions that indicate a threat or attack, which 
signals and techniques can defeat those EM systems, and the 
effects of the atmosphere on EM activity. But this knowledge 
and capability is discreetly inherent in different – but specific 
– systems and people, and is not managed in real time. Going 
forward we will develop the sensors and ability to pull all this 
information together coherently and continuously. 

Our Navy’s undersea dominance resulted from the vision, 
discipline, and determination of Navy leaders and Sailors from 
World War I to today. They took a new and challenging 
domain and committed themselves to mastering it. However, 
they had the benefit of a clear technological and personnel 
advantage and built on their hard work and sustained 
investment. 

We do not have such a clear advantage with regard to the 
EM and cyber environment. Unlike the undersea domain, most 
of the world uses the EM spectrum and cyberspace. Our 
potential adversaries can leverage commercial innovations to 
rapidly adapt and develop new capabilities. We need to tap 
into this same source of innovation. But we will also develop 
and leverage those strengths that are impossible to “reverse-
engineer” – the skill and perseverance of our Sailors, the 
expertise and flexibility of our defense research base, our 
expanding international alliances and partnerships, and our 
history of adaptation and warfighting success. 

We will further discuss this challenge and our efforts to 
command the electromagnetic and cyber environment in 
upcoming posts and articles. Stay tuned. 
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2. #SAAM: Navy Announces Reporting Requirements For SAPR-L/F Training 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 24 JUL 12) ... Chief of Naval Personnel Public Affairs 

WASHINGTON -- The Chief of Naval Personnel 
announced, July 24, reporting requirements for completion of 
Sexual Assault Prevention and Response (SAPR) Leadership 
and Fleet training. 

SAPR Leadership (SAPR-L) training, currently being 
deployed, and the SAPR Fleet (SAPR-F) training to be 
deployed in October, will be reported via the Fleet Training 
Management Planning System (FLTMPS), as announced in 
NAVADMIN 225/12. 

"The SAPR-L/F training will provide critical tools to 
reduce sexual assault and promote a culture of respect and 
professionalism in our force, where each Sailor is motivated to 
intervene and stop these crimes," said Capt. Scott Seeberger, 
SAPR Task Force chief of staff. "Recording the training in 
FLTMPS will allow the Navy to monitor the progress we are 

making in getting the SAPR leadership and fleet message out 
to our Sailors at every level." 

Detailed in NAVADMIN 225/12, recording completion in 
FLTMPS is required for SAPR senior leadership/triad, SAPR-
L and SAPR-F training. To record the training, command 
training officers must have a command-approved FLTMPS 
account and access to the FLTMPS SAPR-L/F learning event 
completion form (LECF) in order to document SAPR-L/F 
completions. 

Completion of all training must be reported using 
FLTMPS no later than September 30 for SAPR-L and 
December 31 for SAPR-F. 

Applicants may request FLTMPS access using the online 
form 
at:https://ntmpsweb.nwptf.nuwc.navy.mil/oars_net/default.asp
x. 
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Detailed documentation procedures are contained in the 
NAVADMIN and upon login to FLTMPS 
at:https://ntmpsweb.nwptf.nuwc.navy.mil/fltmps. 

Sexual assault prevention and response is an important 
element of the readiness area of the 21st Century Sailor and 
Marine initiative, which consolidates a set of objectives and 
policies, new and existing, to maximize Sailor and Marine 
personal readiness, build resiliency and hone the most combat-

effective force in the history of the department of the Navy 
(DON). 

Additional information on the MMTT and SAPR-L 
training efforts can be found at the SAPR L/F training Web 
pages, including command registration for SAPR-L training 
and detailed FLTMPS reporting information, at 
http://www.sapr.navy.mil. 
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3. Amphibious Carrier Confirmed For Fla.-G'town Game 
Gators, Hoyas to play on carrier Nov. 9 
(WJXT TV JACKSONVILLE (FL) 24 JUL 12) 

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. -- Mayor Alvin Brown 
announcing Tuesday that the Navy has agreed to send the USS 
Bataan to Naval Station Mayport to serve as the platform for 
the 2012 Navy-Marine Corps Classic basketball game hosted 
by the city Nov. 9. 

Additionally, accompanying Bataan as a representational 
amphibious ready group will be USS Mesa Verde and USS 
Carter Hall. 

The game will feature the Florida Gators and the 
Georgetown Hoyas. It will be the first of the 2012-13 regular 
season for both teams and is one of the highlight events of a 
week in Jacksonville honoring military members and their 
families. 

"The USS Bataan and crew will find much more than a 
game in Jacksonville. This is a well-earned chance for our city 
to embrace the national spotlight to show appreciation to the 
brave men and women who defend our country," Brown said. 
"On behalf of thousands of service members and veterans who 
call Jacksonville home, we are grateful to Secretary Mabus 
and the Department of the Navy for selecting an amphibious 
carrier to host the game -- and for giving our city a preview of 
the class of ships being relocated to Mayport starting in 2013." 

Department of the Navy officials say the game represents 
an opportunity to showcase their ships, Sailors and Marines. 

"The Navy is America's Away Team; when we are on the 
job, we operate forward around the globe and often out of 
sight of the American people," said Secretary of the Navy Ray 
Mabus. "This is a unique opportunity to showcase the Navy 
and Marine Corps team, and to join together to honor our 
veterans and active duty military. This event reaffirms the 
Navy's long-term partnership with the city of Jacksonville and 
the surrounding community." 

The Bataan ARG is a representation of the group of ships 
Mabus announced earlier this year that will be homeported in 
Mayport beginning the last quarter of 2013. USS New York 
will arrive in Mayport in the last quarter of 2013. USS Iwo 
Jima and USS Fort McHenry will follow in 2014. 

By serving as the homeport for an ARG, Mayport will be 
home to 2,000 additional Sailors and their families, and 
sustain the area's ship repair facilities, local ship maintenance 
expertise and the industrial base. 

Information about planned pregame activities, ticket 
distribution and seating configuration will be announced by 
the city of Jacksonville, Sports and Entertainment Department 
in the coming weeks. 
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4. Navy Week: On Call For Deployment 
(KLDT NBC SIOUX FALLS 24 JUL 12) ... Jeff Rusack 

The men and women aboard the USS John C. Stennis 
preparations all go towards one thing, war. 

From the bombs below deck to positioning multimillion-
dollar aircraft on some of the biggest elevators you'll ever see. 

“We are on standby as America’s surge aircraft carrier in 
the event that the president needs to send an extra aircraft 
carrier overseas,” said Rear Admiral Chuck Gaouette. 

And that's reason for the nonstop parade of F-18s taking 
off and landing, practice. 

“It's kind of like at sea war games to keep us ready for 
deployment in the event we are asked to go overseas,” said 
Gaouette. 

“The airspace can be as busy or busier than O’Hare or 
Logan at times when we have aircraft landing every 45 
seconds,” said the ships navigator, Justing Shineman. 

The man in charge of the some 5,000 Sailors aboard the 
floating city is Rear Admiral Chuck Gaouette. And he knows 
how important the John C. Stennis could be for America if 
there were to be an altercation overseas 

“One of the stabilizing influences in the region is 
American naval presence as manifest in ships like this,” said 
Gaouette. 

While the aircraft carrier has played a role in a number of 
Hollywood flicks, nothing above or below the flight deck is a 
special effect. 

“It's not just about putting bombs on airplanes and going 
and blowing things up. It's about exerting influence,” said 
Gaouette. 

The USS John C. Stennis may be fresh from a 
deployment, doing it's fair share of influencing in the Persian 
Gulf, but a large portion of the crew only recently graduated 
from high school. 

“Some of them don't even have drivers licenses yet they're 
driving an $8 billion war ship,” said Shineman. 

The John C. Stennis is one of 11 Aircraft carriers in the 
Navy fleet. But it’s the one carrier that must remain prepared 
and practiced, ready for deployment. 

View Clip (RT: 1:57) 
Return to Index 
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5. Navy Admiral Visits Scottsbluff 
(SCOTTSBLUFF (NE) STAR HERALD 24 JUL 12) ... Brandon Nelson 

From national security and clean energy issues to beans 
and the rotary club, a Navy flag officer is in town to cover it 
all. 

Rear Admiral Douglas Asbjornsen, the U.S. Navy’s 
Deputy Commander Navy Region Northwest, is continuing 
his visit to Scottsbluff today, meeting with the Chamber of 
Commerce and local business owners. 

The visit is part of the Chief of Naval Operation’s 50-50 
program, which brings 50 admirals to 50 different cities across 
the country that do not maintain a large Navy presence. 
Scottsbluff was among the cities chosen. 

Asbjornsen said the program’s goal is to help develop 
new relationships, improve on existing relationships and build 
on efforts to increase Americans’ understanding of the Navy’s 
mission, capabilities and relevance to national security. 

He said it’s not a recruiting mission, but one of bringing a 
deeper understanding about what the Navy is to those who do 
not usually receive much Navy exposure. 

“We want to make sure we are communicating with the 
Heartland of America,” Asbjornsen said. “We want to help 
people understand what we do and where their tax dollars are 
going.” 

Asbjornsen said he had spent time at the Portland Rose 
Festival and Norfolk, Va., supporting the program. He said 
much of the program’s regional focus was on Cheyenne, 
Wyo., and he will be go on to Memphis, Tenn., after his stop 
in the Panhandle. 

The admiral kicked off his Scottsbluff visit with a 
presentation at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln Panhandle 
Research and Extension Center. He covered topics, which 
included the ways the Navy works to ensure the safety and 

continued operation of shipping lanes relied upon by the 
global economy. 

Currently, the U.S Navy maintains 286 battle force ships 
manned by 47,943 deployed Sailors. From that force, about 61 
percent of the Navy’s ships are currently deployed worldwide. 

“We have interests that extend beyond our shores,” 
Asbjornsen said. “We have a lot of men and women out there 
24/7, 365 days a year protecting that.” 

Asbjorsen’s main topic focus at the extension center was 
the Navy’s commitment to alternative energy and the military 
use of biofuels. Many of the Navy’s graduate students are 
working on developing new biofuels and many of their 
projects have been a success, Asbjornsen said. 

Asbjornsen referenced a Navy project called Green 
Hornet, an F/A-18 Super Hornet multi-role fighter jet 
converted to operate on a 50-50 blend of regular jet fuel and 
camelina-based biofuel. 

On Monday afternoon, Asbjornsen met with Regional 
West Medical Center executive staff and visited children in 
the pediatric unit. He finished his first day in town by stopping 
into a meeting of the American Legion in the evening. 

Today, members of the Scottsbluff-Gering United 
Chamber of Commerce will sit down with the admiral for 
breakfast and coffee at 7:30 a.m. before he heads out to meet 
with the Scottsbluff Rotary Club at noon and the Kelley Bean 
Company at 1:30 p.m. 

At Kelley Bean, the admiral will discuss how the Navy 
makes sure their beans are delivered safely around the world 
by keeping shipping lanes free from pirates. 

“We are first in war, but probably do more as first in 
peace,” Asbjornsen said. 
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CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
6. Condemned To A Watery Grave 
Dramatic moment U.S. Navy ship is sunk by torpedo from Australian submarine during target practice 
(LONDON DAILY MAIL (UK) 25 JUL 12) 

This is the dramatic moment a U.S. Navy ship is sunk by 
a torpedo from an Australian submarine during a military 
exercise in the Pacific Ocean. 

The 12,100-ton vessel Kilauea was struck just below the 
bridge of the ship and promptly broke in two before sinking 
beneath the waves 40 minutes later. 

The missile was fired by The Royal Australian Navy 
submarine HMAS Farncomb in what its commanding officer 
said was a 'significant milestone' for both himself and his 60-
strong crew. 

Commander Glen Miles said: 'This is the result of 
professionalism and teamwork. Those of us who drive these 
boats know that the Collins weapons systems are among the 
most capable in the world.' 

Australia is among 22 nations attending the exercise that 
includes six submarines and 40 surface ships participating in a 
realistic maritime warfare scenario off the coast of Hawaii. 

The U.S. Navy is resuming its practice of using old 
warships for target practice and sinking them in U.S. coastal 

waters after a nearly two-year moratorium spurred by 
environmental and cost concerns. 

Two other inactive vessels — Niagara Falls and Concord 
— will also be sent to a watery grave by torpedoes, bombs and 
other ordnance during the Rim of the Pacific naval exercises, 
or RIMPAC. 

The military quietly lifted the moratorium on Sinkex, 
short for sinking exercise, last year after a review of the 
requirements, costs, benefits and environmental impacts of the 
program, the Navy has said. 

It is the first time since 2010 the Navy has used target 
practice to dispose of an old ship. Previous targets have ranged 
from small vessels to aircraft carriers such as the USS 
America, which was more than three football fields long. 

Conservation groups argue that the ghost ships should 
instead be recycled at a ship-breaking facility. Concerns about 
the long-lasting effects of toxic pollutants onboard the ships 
spurred a lawsuit by those groups to force the Environmental 
Protection Agency to better catalog and regulate Sinkex. The 
case, filed in U.S. District Court in San Francisco, is ongoing. 
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The groups said they did not plan to seek an injunction to 
stop the Navy from restarting the exercises. 

'We are appealing to the Navy to continue their 
moratorium at least until our case is heard,' said Colby Self of 
the environmental group Basel Action Network, which joined 
the Sierra Club in suing the EPA. 

'After the vessels hit the sea-bottom, it will be a little too 
late to redress damages to our precious marine resources.' 

The Navy says Sinkex offers valuable live-fire training 
for times of war and provides clean vessels for at-sea, live-fire 
exercises. The ships can be targeted from the air, ocean's 
surface or underwater, with the results aiding the acquisition, 
planning and design of future vessel classes and systems, the 
Navy said. 

For decades, the Navy destroyed the vessels with little or 
no oversight. Then in 1999, the EPA ordered the Navy to 
better document toxic waste left on the doomed ships while 
removing as much of the material as possible. In return, the 
EPA exempted the military from federal pollution laws that 
prohibit any such dumping in the ocean. 

The Navy is still in charge of estimating the amount of 
pollutants onboard after the ships are prepared for sinking. In 
addition, the Navy must file an annual report with EPA 
estimating the amount of PCBs, or polychlorinated biphenyls, 
carried by the vessels. 

High levels of the chemical are believed to increase the 
risk of certain cancers in humans. It was banned by the U.S. in 

1979 in part because it is long-lasting and accumulates 
throughout the food chain. 

Vice Admiral Gerald Beaman, commander of the 
combined task force running the exercises, previously that 
each ship will be stripped of PCBs and other contaminants 
such as asbestos, as required by the Navy's agreement with 
EPA. 

'There are severe restrictions that are placed on any hulk 
of that nature,' Beaman said during a news conference at Pearl 
Harbor, flanked by commanders from participating countries. 

The Navy must also conduct the exercises at least 50 
nautical miles from shore and in water at least 6,000 feet deep. 
Beaman said decisions about sinking the ships versus 
recycling them are made outside the scope of the exercises. 

A previous review of records from the past 12 years found 
the Navy got rid of most of its old ships over that time through 
target practice. Records show the Navy sunk 109 peeling, 
rusty U.S. warships off the coasts of California, Hawaii, 
Florida and other states during that period. 

Navy documents show some of the ships it sunk 
contained an estimated 500 pounds of PCBs. During the same 
time, 64 ships were recycled at one of six approved domestic 
ship-breaking facilities. 

RIMPAC, which lasts for five weeks, features training 
exercises for thousands of military personnel from 22 nations. 

View Gallery (15 Photos) 
View Slideshow (28 Pictures) 
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7. Swift Conducts Crew Turnover In Naples 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 24 JUL 12) ... Ensign Joe Keiley, HSV-2 Swift Public Affairs 

NAPLES, Italy -- The Blue Crew of High-Speed Vessel 
Swift (HSV 2) exchanged command with Swift's Gold Crew 
during a port visit to Naples, Italy, in preparation for its 
upcoming Africa Partnership Station (APS) West 2012 
deployment, July 23. 

Swift's Blue Crew completed a nearly four month 
deployment that brought them through ports in the Black Sea, 
Europe, and 13 countries in Africa supporting APS East 2012. 

"The real reward from APS was to be engaged with 
African host nations, meet people, get to know what issues are 
important to them and feel like we are making a valuable 
contribution to their security and economy," said Lt. Cmdr. 
Charles Eaton, officer in charge of Swift's Blue Crew. "I think 
that's probably the biggest takeaway you can have from any 
deployment, to feel that you made a difference in the world." 

With a rotational manning concept, crew turnovers are a 
common occurrence aboard the Military Sealift Command-
chartered vessel. The crews rotate every four months which 
allows Swift to remain forward deployed nearly the entire 
year. 

During their deployment, Swift's Blue Crew conducted 
military-to-military engagements focusing on combat medical 
training, infantry tactics, port security and junior officer and 
non-commissioned officer leadership training. 

"The mission was amazing," said Chief Boatswain's Mate 
Robert Frost, senior enlisted leader of Swift's Blue Crew. "We 
learned a lot, and I feel our partners did too." 

During APS, Swift's Blue Crew helped offload 
humanitarian and goodwill supplies for Project Handclasp, 
hosted four diplomatic receptions, painted schools and 
participated in a variety of community projects. 

"Every time we do a port visit we have to one-up it 
everywhere we go," said Culinary Specialist 1st Class Howard 
LeRoy. "The Gold Crew does have a tremendous amount of 
work ahead of them, maintaining what we started and 
continuing APS successfully." 

After Swift departs Naples the crew will continue the 
APS mission in August with separate visits to West African 
nations. 
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8. Peleliu Hosts State Department During COMPTUEX 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 25 JUL 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Derek Stroop, USS Peleliu Public Affairs 

USS PELELIU, At sea -- Amphibious assault ship USS 
Peleliu (LHA 5) highlighted its mission capabilities for U.S. 
Department of State distinguished guests with a tour during 
composite training unit exercise (COMPTUEX), July 23. 

Guest visits help the American public and officials see the 
Navy's mission first-hand and the dedication of today's 
Sailors. 

"It is important that the State Department, as well as any 
government agency, understand what we do, how we do it and 
how it affects their mission," said Cmdr. Jay M. Steingold, 
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executive officer, USS Peleliu. "It gives them the chance to 
see the abilities and capabilities that the Peleliu can bring to 
their fight." 

Members of the State Department flew aboard Peleliu via 
CH-46E Sea Knight helicopter to tour the ship. 

"My experience has been fantastic," said Vasilli A. 
Alafogiannis, Supervisory Special Agent, Conflict and 
Stabilization Operations. "One of the things that strikes me is 
the responsiveness that you have. Peleliu's ability to respond 
quickly in so many different types of crises and situations is 
amazing." 

Several State Department members will participate 
alongside Navy and Marine Corps personnel in an upcoming 
non-combatant evacuation drill as part of COMPTUEX. 

As part of the drill, State Dept. officials "role play" as 
embassy officials during the simulated evacuation of a U.S. 
embassy in a foreign country, conducted in Camp Pendleton, 
Calif., according to Alafogiannis. 

At the end of the tour, the guests left with a feeling of 
confidence and pride in the ship. 

"Peleliu has enormous dedication to the mission," said 
Alafogiannis. "It feels good to know we have you guys 
looking out for us, and that we can count on you when the 
occasion arises." 

According to www.state.gov, the U.S. Department of 
State's mission to shape and sustain a peaceful, prosperous, 
just and democratic world and foster conditions for stability 
and progress for the benefit of the American people and 
people everywhere. 
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GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
9. Nations At Impasse Over South China Sea, Group Warns 
(NEW YORK TIMES 25 JUL 12) ... Jane Perlez 

BEIJING — The disputes between China and four of its 
Southeast Asian neighbors over claims in the South China Sea 
have become so intense, the prospect of open conflict is 
becoming more likely, an authoritative new report says. 

The disputes, enmeshed in the competition for energy 
resources, have reached an impasse, according to the report, 
by the International Crisis Group, a research organization that 
has become a leading authority on the frictions. 

“All of the trends are in the wrong direction, and 
prospects of resolution are diminishing,” said the report, titled 
“Stirring Up the South China Sea: Regional Responses.” 

The pessimistic conclusion came a day after China 
stepped up its political and military control of the Paracel and 
Spratly Islands, which both Vietnam and the Philippines 
claim, and the Macclesfield Bank, claimed by the Philippines. 
The islands are known in Chinese as Xisha, Nansha and 
Zhongsha. 

On Monday, the Philippine president, Benigno S. Aquino 
III, announced plans to buy aircraft, including attack 
helicopters, that could be used in territorial disputes in the 
South China Sea. China and the Philippines have competing 
claims there over the Scarborough Shoal and potentially 
energy-rich underwater ground around Reed Bank, among 
other areas. 

In a speech before a joint session of the Philippine 
Congress, Mr. Aquino adopted an aggressive stance against an 
unspecified threat. “If someone enters your yard and told you 
he owns it, will you allow that?” he said. “It’s not right to give 
away what is rightfully ours.” 

The Chinese Foreign Ministry responded on Tuesday, 
saying that the Philippine president had no legal standing to 
rely on the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea 
as the basis for his claim on Huangyan Island, the Chinese 
name for the Scarborough Shoal. 

The analysis by the International Crisis Group apportions 
blame to both China and its neighbors for the ratcheting up of 

incidents and tensions in the sea, one of the most traveled 
bodies of water in the world and a vital pathway for the United 
States and its allies. The group’s Beijing office has spent two 
years studying the South China Sea, interviewing decision 
makers in China and in the claimant countries. 

In April, the group released a report focused on the 
military and civilian agencies that play a role in China’s 
actions in the South China Sea, ranging from the People’s 
Liberation Army to a fisheries bureau. 

The vagueness of China’s claims to islands and energy 
resources in the sea has rattled other claimants, the new report 
said. China bases some of its claims in the sea on discoveries 
by ancient Chinese navigators. More specifically, China lays 
claim to everything within what is called a nine-dash map 
drawn shortly after World War II. By some estimates, the nine 
dashes mark off 80 percent of the South China Sea. 

But China’s assertive approach has been matched by 
Vietnam and the Philippines, which are forcefully defending 
their claims and enlisting outside allies, the report said. 

“South China Sea claimants are all anxious to pursue oil 
and gas exploration in the portions of the sea that they claim, 
and are concerned with protecting their claimed fishing 
grounds as coastal waters become depleted,” it said. The fact 
that the waters are mostly patrolled by civilian vessels run by 
national governments was of little comfort. 

“In spite of being more lightly armed and less threatening 
than navy ships, civilian law enforcement vessels are easier to 
deploy, operate under looser chains of command and engage 
more readily in skirmishes,” the report said. 

In an example of civilian vessels’ plying the South China 
Sea with possibly serious consequences, the Philippine 
Foreign Ministry said on Tuesday that it objected to a fleet of 
29 fishing vessels, a cargo vessel and three other ships, 
protected by a Chinese Navy vessel near Fiery Cross Reef and 
Subi Reef, two areas of the South China Sea that the 
Philippines claims. 
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10. Armed Clashes Loom In West Philippine Sea 
(ABS-CBN NEWS (PHILIPPINES) 25 JUL 12) ... Jojo Malig 

MANILA, Philippines - Heightened militarization, 
hardline nationalism, and countries' refusal to meet halfway to 
settle their differences over territory in the West Philippine 
Sea are an explosive mix that could result in armed clashes in 
the disputed waters of the region, a new analysis by an 
international group has warned. 

While a full-blown war between countries remains low, 
escalating tension between China, the Philippines, and 
Vietnam can make a turn for the worse, the Brussels-based 
International Crisis Group (ICG) said on Tuesday. 

"The failure to reduce the risks of conflict, combined with 
the internal economic and political factors that are pushing 
claimants toward more assertive behaviour, shows that trends 
in the South China Sea are moving in the wrong direction," the 
ICG warned in its latest report on the unrest in the waters of 
the West Philippine Sea. 

It said "tensions in the South China Sea could all too 
easily be driven to irreversible levels" if rival countries do not 
agree on a mechanism to resolve their dispute. 

"The risk of escalation is high," said the ICG, which 
advises governments and world bodies like the United 
Nations, European Union and World Bank on the prevention 
and resolution of deadly conflict. 

It reported at least 5 "significant skirmishes" between 
Chinese and Philippine vessels in the first 5 months of 2011 
alone, with one of the most prominent being a standoff 
between the Philippines and China in March 2011. 

The March 2011 incident involved a Philippine vessel 
conducting a seismic survey in natural gas-rich Reed Bank 
that was approached by two China Marine Surveillance ships 
that maneuvered aggressively to force it to leave the area. 

It also highlighted the Scarborough Shoal standoff in 
April that has sent bilateral relations between the Philippines 
and China plunging. 

"The Philippines dispatched its largest warship to 
investigate sightings of Chinese fishing boats, which prompted 
China to deploy Marine Surveillance vessels to prevent arrest 
of its fishermen," the ICG said. "When Manila replaced the 
warship with coast guard ships, the vessels from both sides 
engaged in a protracted two-month stare down." 

Philippine Made Wrong Move In Scarborough 
The ICG said the Philippines' use of a warship to go after 

Chinese fishermen sent the wrong signal to Beijing. 
"The standoff... was not deliberate brinkmanship by 

Manila. It was, however, read that way by some regional 
players, including China," it said. 

"Beijing saw the incident as allowing it to take full 
advantage of a mistake by the Philippines to have used force 
first (by deploying the navy), justifying a robust response to 
demonstrate China’s willingness to defend its claims to a 
domestic audience," the ICG said. 

"After the incident, Beijing announced that it would 
continue dispatching administrative vessels to 'serve' Chinese 
fishermen in the Scarborough Shoal – an indication of intent 
to increase law enforcement presence in disputed areas. This 
has weakened de facto Philippine control over the area," it 
added. 

"Chinese law enforcement vessels have remained near 
Scarborough Shoal and have shown no sign of leaving the area 

ever since. Some Chinese military experts have dubbed this 
strategy the 'Scarborough Shoal' model," it said. 

The ICG report, however, explained that the deployment 
of the Philippine Navy's BRP Gregorio del Pilar frigate was of 
necessity and not by design. 

"Due to the Philippines’ limited capabilities, the navy and 
coast guard share responsibility for policing the waters," it 
said. 

"Manila later justified its decision to deploy its largest 
warship to the shoal by explaining that it was already in the 
area, implicitly recognising that confronting the Chinese 
fishing boats with a naval vessel had escalated what should 
have been an issue of maritime law enforcement." 

Militarization, Nationalism 
China and the Philippines have not been involved in an 

armed conflict over the disputed waters, but Vietnam has 
suffered deaths at the hands of Chinese naval forces in their 
clashes over the Paracels, which are also located in the West 
Philippine Sea. 

The ICG, however, believes that military buildup of 
countries in the region, as well as hardline nationalism, may 
only add fuel to the growing fire. 

"While increased military power is likely to raise the 
threshold for, as well as cost of, armed conflict, it could also 
embolden countries to be more pro-active in their territorial 
claims, making skirmishes harder to resolve," it said. 

"There is a risk that in seeking to flex their military 
muscle, claimant states will engage in brinkmanship that could 
lead to unintentional escalation." 

It said armed clashes are being avoided only because 
Beijing is still holding back its military to assert its claims and 
other countries do not want to engage in armed conflict with 
an important economic partner and major military power. 

"Tensions in the South China Sea are unlikely to be 
abated so long as risk-reducing measures gain little traction," 
the ICG said. "Domestic pressures have prevented 
policymakers in claimant countries from making even the 
slightest compromises in their claims, which would be a 
precondition to any legal solution." 

The latest turn of events in the region's waters involves 
China's plan to build a military garrison in the Woody Island 
in the Paracels following the establishment of a city that will 
manage all of the terrority that Beijing claims. 

It has prompted the Philippines to summon the Chinese 
ambassador to Manila, while Hanoi filed a formal protest with 
China. 

While China's People's Liberation Army Navy was not 
been on the forefront of the country's push in the West 
Philippine Sea, the Chinese Defense Ministry said it is now 
sending "combat ready" naval and aerial patrols to the Spratly 
Islands. 

"In order to protect national sovereignty and our security 
and development interests, the Chinese military has already set 
up a normal, combat-ready patrol system in seas under our 
control," Defense Ministry spokesman Geng Yansheng said. 

'Small-Scale Skirmishes Possible' 
The ICG report echoed assessments made by other 

analysts studying the West Philippine Sea dispute. 
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Gregory Poling, research associate at the Washington, 
D.C.-based Center for Strategic and International Studies' 
(CSIS) Southeast Asia Program, told ABS-CBNNews.com 
that although there is little chance of a full-scale shooting war 
between China and the Philippines or Vietnam, "small-scale 
skirmishes are not out of the question." 

He added that the only reason why China does not want to 
unleash its military might is because it risks being a pariah in 
the global community if it attacks other countries claiming 
parts of the disputed Spratly Islands. 

"Beijing knows that it could easily occupy every disputed 
feature in the South China Sea, but it cannot do so without 
causing wide and probably irrevocable damage to its interests 
abroad," Poling said. 

Ian Storey, a fellow at the Institute of Southeast Asian 
Studies (ISEAS) in Singapore, also said in a July 2012 report 

that risks of naval clashes in the region remain high amid "the 
increased tempo of military operations by some of the 
claimant countries." 

"A conflict in the Spratlys is in no one’s interests: apart 
from the potential for loss of life, an armed confrontation 
would upset regional stability and hence economic growth, 
endanger freedom of navigation," Storey said. 

"A military engagement in the South China Sea would 
undo much of the progress achieved in Sino-ASEAN relations 
over the past two decades and undermine China’s “peaceful 
development” thesis," he said. 

"Consequently there exists an urgent need for all parties 
concerned to negotiate and effectively operationalize CBMs 
(confidence-building measures) that would contribute to a 
relaxation in tensions, build trust, and reduce the risk of naval 
confrontations in the South China Sea," Storey said. 
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11. China’s Newest City Raises Threat Of Conflict In South China Sea 
(TIME 24 JUL 12) ... Austin Ramzy 

China has declared its establishment of a municipal 
settlement on a disputed island chain in the South China Sea. 
The move, combined with an earlier announcement about the 
islands' militarization, further raises tensions in this 
geopolitical hot spot 

Sansha, China’s newest city, would seem to be a paradise. 
It has tropical waters, about 2 million sq km and just 3,500 
permanent residents on 13 sq km of palm-covered islands. 
There’s an airstrip but no airlines yet, so transportation is still 
largely relegated to a 17-hour boat trip. But perhaps the 
biggest drawback is that it sits in the South China Sea, where 
rival territorial claims have intensified in recent months. On 
Tuesday, Sansha established a prefecture-level municipal 
government, and China’s People’s Liberation Army (PLA) 
says it will soon establish a military garrison there. Sansha is 
the tiniest city of its kind in China, but it is having an outsize 
impact on the country’s increasingly tense territorial disputes 
with some of its Southeast Asian neighbors. 

China and Taiwan both claim almost all of the 3 million-
sq-km South China Sea, and the Philippines, Vietnam, 
Malaysia and Brunei have partial claims. All except Brunei 
occupy disputed islands and reefs in the sea. The possibility of 
rich, undersea oil and gas resources has led to increasing 
conflict between the neighboring states, and analysts say 
China’s new city will only worsen the disputes. “All trends are 
in the wrong direction,” says Ian Storey, a senior fellow at the 
Institute of Southeast Asian Studies in Singapore. “The 
claimant countries have hardened their positions on 
jurisdictional claims. That’s made a legal resolution or a 
negotiated settlement harder because there’s less room for 
compromise.” 

The dispute roiled the Association of Southeast Asian 
Nations foreign-ministers meeting in Cambodia that took 
place July 9–13. It failed to agree on a concluding joint 
statement for the first time since the group was founded in 
1967. While the Philippines and Vietnam pushed for adding 
the South China Sea standoff to the statement, China’s ally 
Cambodia balked at including the issue, which China says it 
wants to resolve in bilateral discussions with each claimant 
rather than in a multilateral forum. 

In April, the Philippines’ largest warship, the World War 
II–era frigate Rajah Humabon, confronted Chinese fishing 
boats it accused of harvesting endangered species near the 
Scarborough Shoal, which China calls Huangyan Island and 
the Philippines the Bajo de Masinloc. China sent marine 
surveillance vessels, and the Philippines soon replaced its 
warship with coast-guard craft, resulting in a standoff that still 
festers. The Philippines says it recalled its ships, but Chinese 
vessels remain near the shoal. “If someone entered your yard 
and told you he owned it, would you agree?” Philippine 
President Benigno Aquino said in his annual state of the 
nation address on Monday. “Would it be right to give away 
that which is rightfully ours?” 

Many Southeast Asian states are beefing up their armed 
forces in response to China’s new assertiveness. Last year the 
military budget for the Philippines, one of the weakest military 
powers in Asia, nearly doubled. That means increased risk in 
the South China Sea, according to a report released Tuesday 
by the International Crisis Group, a Brussels-based think tank. 
“While increased military power is likely to raise the threshold 
for, as well as cost of, armed conflict, it could also embolden 
countries to be more pro-active in their territorial claims, 
making skirmishes harder to resolve,” the report said. “There 
is a risk that in seeking to flex their military muscle, claimant 
states will engage in brinkmanship that could lead to 
unintentional escalation.” 

The Philippines and Vietnam both protested China’s 
creation of Sansha. China announced the move on the same 
day that Vietnam issued a law declaring the Paracels and 
Spratlys to be in its jurisdiction. China, which took control of 
the Paracels after a brief war with South Vietnam in 1974, 
established Sansha’s government on the largest Paracel isle, 
Woody Island. Also known as Yongxing in Chinese, the island 
has a grocery store, hospital, library and karaoke parlor but as 
yet no kindergarten, according to reports of Chinese 
journalists who have visited. Yongxing will likely be the 
headquarters of a new PLA garrison, though few details have 
been revealed. “This pronouncement of a garrison is 
symbolic,” says Rory Medcalf, director of the international 
security program at the Lowy Institute for International Policy 
in Sydney. “It may take a long time to operationalize, but it is 
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placing a firm military marker on China’s claim in the South 
China Sea.” 

The disputing parties have often used paramilitary and 
civilian forces such as coast guard and fisheries enforcement 
agencies to defend their territorial claims. The move to 
establish a Sansha garrison, though, is a sign of the growing 
reliance on hard power. Another indicator was the July 11 
grounding of a Chinese navy frigate on Half Moon Shoal, 
which is claimed by both China and the Philippines. Perhaps 
more surprising than the initial presence of the Chinese navy 
ship just 100 km off the Philippines’ Palawan province was 
the speed with which it received assistance from its 

compatriots. “In about 24 hours they got five ships, including 
a tugboat, to Half Moon Shoal, and that’s quite a way from 
China,” says Storey. “That goes back to the point of increasing 
militarization. These warships were clearly on patrol or 
somewhere in the area.” 

For now, the most significant impact of Sansha may be to 
increase the importance of the conflict for average Chinese 
citizens. In recent weeks Chinese media have run personalized 
stories of reporters visiting the islands. “Both the city and the 
garrison unfortunately raise the emotional stakes for Chinese 
people,” says Medcalf. “That makes compromise even 
harder.” 
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12. McCain Warns China Over Move On Dispute Islands 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 24 JUL 12) 

WASHINGTON — Sen. John McCain (R-Ari.) warned 
Tuesday that China was “unnecessarily provocative” in saying 
it will establish a military garrison on disputed South China 
Sea islands, and called for a multilateral solution to the 
dispute. 

Beijing announced Monday its troops will operate from 
Sansha in the Paracel Islands, one of two archipelagos in the 
South China Sea that are claimed by both China and Vietnam. 
The move is likely to stoke further tensions in the region. 

“The decision by China’s Central Military Commission to 
deploy troops to islands in the South China Sea, which are 
also claimed by Vietnam, is unnecessarily provocative,” 
McCain said in a statement. 

He said other action by China including its appointment 
of legislators to govern such disputes “only reinforces why 

many Asian countries are increasingly concerned about 
China’s expansive territorial claims, which have no basis in 
international law, and the possibility that China will attempt to 
impose those claims through intimidation and coercion.” 

The actions by Beijing “are disappointing and not 
befitting a responsible great power,” he said. 

“We must continue to urge all parties with territorial 
claims in the South China Sea to seek a peaceful, multilateral 
resolution that is based on international law.” 

Beijing did not say when the garrison would be 
established. 

Disputes have flared in recent weeks, with Vietnam and 
the Philippines criticizing what they call Chinese 
encroachment. 
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13. Taiwan To Ship Artillery, Mortars To Spratlys 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 24 JUL 12) 

Taiwan will add longer-range artillery and mortars to 
weaponry deployed in the South China Sea, officials and 
media said Tuesday, in a move that could ratchet up tensions 
in the contested area. 

An undisclosed number of 40mm artillery and 120mm 
mortars will be transported next month to Taiping Island, the 
biggest in the Spratly archipelago, the United Evening News 
reported. 

"True, the weapons will be shipped to Taiping in August 
but we can't reveal the specific date," said a spokesman for 
Taiwan's coast guard, which is in charge of Taiping's defence 
and has placed a 130-strong force there. 

The Spratly islands are claimed partially or in their 
entirety by Taiwan, China, Vietnam, Malaysia, the 
Philippines, and Brunei. 

According to the newspaper, the range of the 120mm 
mortars is 6.1 kilometres (3.8 miles), compared with 4.1 

kilometres for the mortars currently in use by Taiwanese 
coastguards on Taiping Island. 

Meanwhile, the range of the 40mm artillery is 10 
kilometres, 30 percent further than the guns currently 
deployed, it said. 

Tensions in the South China Sea have risen recently, with 
China and the Philippines locked in a maritime dispute over 
the Scarborough Shoal, a reef off the Philippine coast. 

Calls for an increase in Taiwan's defence capability in the 
Spratlys have been on the rise, with rival claimants deploying 
more troops and adding military facilities in the area. 

In May, Taiwanese coastguards said the number of 
intruding Vietnamese boats last year surged to 106, up from 
42 the year before. 

All claimants except Brunei have troops based on the 
archipelago of more than 100 islets, reefs and atolls, which 
have a total land mass of less than five square kilometres (two 
square miles). 
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14. Philippines Ratifies Australia Military Pact 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 24 JUL 12) 

The Philippine Senate ratified a sensitive military pact 
with Australia Tuesday that lays out rules for visiting troops, 
in a move politicians said would improve regional security. 

The agreement was first signed in 2007 but remained in 
legislative limbo amid political sensitivities, as the country's 
constitution explicitly bans the long-term stationing of foreign 
forces on its territory. 
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Its endorsement by the Senate five years on is seen by 
some observers as a bid to get Australia's backing in Manila's 
row with China over South China Sea islands. 

Senate president Juan Ponce Enrile said the body passed a 
resolution endorsing the treaty 17-1 with no abstentions, 
putting it into force after a four-year debate in the Philippines. 

"Concurrence with the ratification... will not only pave the 
way for us to improve our defence mechanisms, it will also 
solidify our decades-old relationship with Australia," he said 
in a press release. 

President Benigno Aquino's spokesman Edwin Lacierda 
hailed the senate vote. 

"The Senate... has taken an important step in enhancing 
our national and regional security by ratifying the Status of 
Visiting Forces Agreement between Australia and the 
Philippines," he said in a statement. 

The two countries had earlier signed a preliminary 
agreement on defence and military cooperation in 1995. 

The latest pact would, among other things, subject visiting 
soldiers to the jurisdiction of the host country should they 
commit acts that are illegal in the host country but not in the 
sending country. 

The Philippines signed a similar pact in 1998 with its 
traditional military ally the United States. 

Under the pact small numbers of U.S. military advisers 
have been deployed in the southern Philippines for the past 
decade to help train Philippine forces fighting Islamic 
militants. 

The lone holdout against Tuesday's signing, Senator Joker 
Arroyo, accused the government of putting pressure on the 
senators to ratify the pact to get Australian backing in Manila's 
ongoing row with China over the resource-rich Scarborough 
Shoal. 

"Although the agreement is not a defence pact, its 
symbolism cannot be lost on China. Let us not grab at straws," 
Arroyo said in a statement after the vote. 
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15. U.S. Keen To Partner On Indian Missile Defense Program 
(AEROSPACE DAILY & DEFENSE REPORT 24 JUL 12) ... Jay Menon 

NEW DELHI -- The U.S. is showing keen interest in 
ballistic missile defense (BMD) cooperation with India. 

“That is an important potential area for our future 
cooperation ... I think BMD has great strategic importance 
and, therefore, the two governments should discuss that 
strategically before they discuss that technically,” said U.S. 
Deputy Defense Secretary Ashton Carter, who is visiting 
India. 

India is preparing to install a shield to protect against 
intermediate-range ballistic missiles and ICBMs in some of 
the country’s major cities. A detailed proposal is currently 
being prepared for approval by the Indian government. 

The shield, developed by India’s Defense Research and 
Development Organization (DRDO), has undergone a series 
of successful tests. It is designed to destroy an incoming 
ballistic missile with a range of up to 2,000 km (1,240 mi.). 
DRDO used variants of surface-to-surface, short-range Prithvi 
missiles as simulated targets and intercepted incoming 
missiles in test firings. 

India’s BMD program has a two-tiered system, with the 
Prithvi missile for high-altitude, exoatmospheric intercepts 
and advanced air defenses for low-altitude endoatmospheric 
interception. 

Future plans include two new anti-ballistic missiles for 
intercepting ICBMs at a range of around 5,000 km by 2016. 

DRDO says the system is comparable to the U.S. Patriot 
system, which was successfully used during the 1990 Persian 
Gulf war. 

“The ballistic missile defense shield is now mature,” 
DRDO chief V.K. Saraswat says. “We are ready to put phase 
one in place, and it can be put in [in a] very short time.” The 
shield, as part of the program’s phase one, can be installed in 
two locations in India where infrastructure is available, he 
says. 

Six of the seven BMD tests conducted by India were 
successful. The first was on March 6, 2006, and the most 
recent on Feb. 10. 
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16. N. Korea, Iran Vow To Boost Strategic Cooperation: Source 
(KYODO NEWS 25 JUL 12) 

TOKYO -- North Korea and Iran have agreed to 
strengthen cooperation in so-called "strategic projects" 
between the two countries, apparently including the 
development of nuclear and ballistic missiles, according to a 
diplomatic source familiar with bilateral relations. 

The agreement was struck in meetings between a three-
member Iranian government delegation, including a senior 
official of the Supreme National Security Council, and North 
Korean officials in April in Pyongyang, the source told Kyodo 
News. 

The move suggests North Korea's leadership under Kim 
Jong Un, who took power after his father and longtime ruler 
Kim Jong Il died in December, seeks to bolster ties with Iran 
as the two countries' isolation from the international 
community over their nuclear programs deepens. 

Separately, a group of more than 10 Iranian engineers 
engaged in Tehran's ballistic missile development visited 
North Korea around the same time and watched a failed rocket 
launch from a launch site in Tongchang-ri in the country's 
northwest on April 13, the source said. 

A third country had been monitoring bilateral contacts 
since obtaining intelligence that Saeed Jalili, Iran's chief 
nuclear negotiator and secretary of the Supreme National 
Security Council, urged President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad to 
send a delegation to Pyongyang at an early time in the wake of 
Kim Jong Il's death, according to the source. 

Iran had asked North Korea to arrange for the delegation 
to meet with seven senior officials of the Korean People's 
Army and the Workers' Party of Korea during the April visit, 
the source said. 
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The delegation met with Kim Yong Chol, head of the 
Reconnaissance General Bureau, an intelligence organization 
involved in North Korea's conventional arms trade, and Ju 
Kyu Chang, a member of the party's Central Military 
Commission who handles munitions affairs, among others. 

It was not immediately known what the "strategic 
projects" between the two countries involve, but the source 
said he has "no doubt" they include those in the nuclear and 
missile fields. 

The projects had been stalled since the health of Kim Jong 
Il, who suffered a stroke in August 2008, deteriorated in the 
last years of his life. 

As for North Korea's failed attempt to launch what it 
claims was a rocket carrying a satellite, which other countries 
saw as a covert test of missile technology, Pyongyang did not 
explain the reason for the failure to the visiting Iranian 
engineers, the source said. 

It is known that the two countries have been cooperating 
in ballistic missile development. They have also pushed ahead 

with uranium enrichment, which could pave the way for 
creating atomic bombs. 

A U.N. report published in June pointed out a similarity 
between the rocket North Korea launched in April and a 
rocket Iran used to send a satellite onto the orbit. 

In a sign of closer ties, an Iranian delegation led by 
Deputy Foreign Minister Seyed Abbas Araghchi visited North 
Korea from July 16 to 18 and held separate talks with No. 2 
leader Kim Yong Nam, president of the Presidium of the 
Supreme People's Assembly, the North's parliament, and 
Foreign Minister Pak Ui Chun. 

Araghchi told Kim Yong Nam that the two countries "are 
standing on the common front against imperialism and 
hegemony," and "expressed belief that the friendly and 
cooperative relations between the two countries would grow 
stronger in the future," the North's official Korean Central 
News Agency reported July 17. 
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17. Russian Flotilla Headed For Syria Enters Mediterranean 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 24 JUL 12) 

MOSCOW — A Russian naval flotilla of warships 
destined for the Syrian port of Tartus has entered the 
Mediterranean, Russia’s defense ministry said July 24. 

“The Russian ships today passed the Strait of Gibraltar 
and entered the Mediterranean at 1200 GMT,” said a defense 
ministry spokesman, quoted by Itar-Tass agency. 

Led by the Admiral Chabanenko anti-submarine 
destroyer, the three landing craft left their home port of 
Severomorsk in the Arctic Circle earlier this month. They are 

due to be joined in the Mediterranean by the Russian patrol 
ship Yaroslav Mudry as well as an assistance vessel. 

The ships will perform “planned military maneuvers,” 
said the ministry. Earlier in the month a military source said 
the ships would be topping up on supplies of fuel, water and 
foodstuffs. 

Russia has denied that the deployment is linked to the 
escalating conflict in Syria. 
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18. Collins Sub HMAS Farncomb On Target Against Americans In Exercises 
(THE AUSTRALIAN 25 JUL 12) ... Brendan Nicholson 

The Australian submarine HMAS Farncomb has 
torpedoed and sunk a decommissioned American naval ship 
during an exercise off Hawaii. 

And the much-maligned Collins-class submarine has 
proved more than the equal of nuclear-powered U.S. "hunter-
killer" submarines in the so-called RIMPAC military 
exercises. 

The commander of Australia's contingent, Commodore 
Stuart Mayer, told The Australian the Farncomb also 
performed very well against U.S. Los Angelese-class boats 
submerged off Hawaii. 

"She's winning a lot more than she's losing," Commodore 
Mayer said. 

He said the commanders of the nuclear-powered LA-class 
submarines were very keen to test their skills against 
Australia's Collins-class conventional submarine which was 
very quiet and agile and which could operate in shallower 
water than bigger U.S. boats. 

Commodore Mayer said the Farncomb had won those 
contests regularly. "She's doing extremely well," he said. 

Commodore Mayer said the Australian submarine had 
been developed to the point where it had a state-of-the-art 
combat system and weapons installed with U.S. help. 

"It's surprised a lot of people and it's really pushed the 
Americans in particular very hard. 

"They keep asking to work with her because they want to 
push themselves. She's a great competitor. 

"And they can do things a nuclear boat can't do." 
Commodore Mayer said submariners were highly 

competitive and worked hard against each other. 
Twenty-two nations are involved in the air, sea and land 

exercise. 
When the Farncomb turned its attention to a surface 

target, its torpedo hit the retired supply ship USNS Kilauea 
just below its bridge. 

The vessel was broken in half by the blast and sank in 40 
minutes. 

The submarine's commanding officer, Commander Glen 
Miles, said the sinking was a significant milestone for himself 
and his 60-strong crew. 

"Those of us who drive these boats know that the 
Collins's weapons systems are among the most capable in the 
world," Commander Miles said. 

The Farncomb travelled 7000 nautical miles to get to 
RIMPAC, the world's largest international maritime exercise. 
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PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
19. Tamarac Sailor Killed In Afghanistan Trained Military K-9s 
(SOUTH FLORIDA SUN-SENTINEL 24 JUL 12) ... Ihosvani Rodriguez 

A 33-year-old U.S. Navy Sailor from Tamarac who 
stepped on a mine after he rushed to protect his canine partner 
during a firefight in Afghanistan has died from his injuries, the 
Department of Defense announced Tuesday. 

Petty Officer 2nd Class Michael J. Brodsky, 33, was 
severely wounded earlier this month by a blast from an 
improvised explosive device in Kandahar Province that took 
off both his legs. 

"He died a true hero," said his grandfather, Stanley 
Brodsky, of Pembroke Pines. 

Brodsky is the third South Floridian to be killed in 
Afghanistan this year and the 11th casualty from Florida. 

Army Spc. Gerardo Campos, 23, of Homestead, died June 
2 during a firefight in Maiwand. Army Pfc. Michael Metcalf, 
22, of Boynton Beach, was killed April 22 when the Humvee 
in which he was riding was hit by a roadside bomb near 
Paktia. 

Brodsky's death Saturday at a military hospital in 
Germany comes as officials announced reaching the halfway 
point in the pullout of American troops from Afghanistan, a 
major step toward ending what is now the longest war in U.S. 
history. 

Some 23,000 American troops are to leave the war-torn 
nation this year as U.S. and NATO forces near a deadline to 
cease all combat operations by the close of 2014. 

Yet, as Gen. John Allen, the top commander of U.S. and 
NATO forces, cautioned in a Sunday interview with The 
Associated Press, the fighting continues. 

Brodsky's parents, Steven and Debra, and his brother 
Corey were in Germany when the Sailor died. His grandfather 
said the parents were asking for privacy. 

Brodsky trained bomb-sniffing dogs for the Navy and had 
recently re-enlisted for another six years, the grandfather said. 

Brodsky had been assigned to the San Diego-based Navy 
Region Southwest Security Detachment since December 2010. 
He enlisted in 2001 and served overseas in Sasebo, Japan, and 
Bahrain, according to military officials. 

Family and friends said Brodsky was on patrol in 
Kandahar province when his unit came under fire on July 7. 
Brodsky reportedly rushed to a nearby truck to shelter his K-9 
partner, Jackson. 

As he returned to the firefight, Brodsky stepped on a 
mine, his grandfather said. 

"I can picture him doing this. Going back to fight is 
something he would definitely do," Stanley Brodsky said. 

Since the explosion, dozens of friends and family 
members kept updates on Brodsky's condition through a 
Facebook support page set up by Nicole Arbelo, who runs a 
group called K9 Heroes. 

One of Brodsky's friends, who has been in touch with the 
family in Germany and provided Arbelo with most of the 
updates, broke the sad news on Saturday. 

"There is no easy way to say this: we have lost MA2 
Mike Brodsky," wrote the friend, Chuck Person. 

A second Facebook page, which now serves as a 
memorial, was quickly filled with pictures, remembrances and 
prayers for Brodsky. 

Arbelo, who has written a book about military dogs and 
their handlers killed in action, met Brodsky through Facebook 
in recent years. She put together a moving video of her 
Facebook friend. 

"With all the videos I made with pictures that included 
Michael, I never dreamed I'd be making a memorial tribute for 
you, hero," she wrote. 

Stanley Brodsky said memorial services, which will be 
held in California, were still being planned. 

View Video Tribute (RT: 3:24) 
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20. They Loaded Mortars In The War, So Now What? 
Troop-To-Civilian Program Being Redesigned 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 24 JUL 12) ... Pauline Jelinek 

WASHINGTON -- U.S. combat troops patrol dusty 
pathways in Afghanistan, look for hidden roadside bombs, 
load and fire mortar shells at insurgents' positions. So when 
they come home, how will that help them land a civilian job? 

They can "be a mercenary," muses Capt. John Rodriguez, 
who'll leave the Army soon after six years. 

That's the kind of thinking the government wants to 
change, both among American employers and members of the 
armed forces. In fact, the skills troops use in combat can be 
useful for many types of civilian jobs, but employers often 
don't understand them and people leaving the military need 
help with presenting those skills or developing new ones. 

Rodriguez was attending a recent resume-writing class, 
part of the Transition Assistance Program, which is run by the 
departments of Defense, Labor and Veteran Affairs to help 
soldiers, Sailors, airmen and Marines successfully make the 
transition back to the civilian world. 

Some 250,000 service members leave the military each 
year and all must attend counseling on finances and other 
issues whether they served six years or 26 years, whether they 
saw the battlefield or not. Other parts of the 20-year-old 
transition program have been voluntary, such as the resume 
writing class and one on how to dress for the civilian 
workplace. 

At the class Rodriguez attended, teacher Aleshia Thomas-
Miller offered some tips for writing resumes that might help 
civilian employers understand what veterans did in 
Afghanistan and Iraq and how their experience translates to a 
non-military job: 

 Don't use military jargon or an alphabet soup of 
military acronyms. Even a job isn't called a job in the 
military, it's called an MOS, or military occupational 
specialty. That might fly in military circles, but in the 
civilian world, it's incomprehensible. 
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"It doesn't matter how qualified you are if the employer 
does not understand," she told the class of a dozen soldiers. 

 If you were a platoon leader, as Rodriguez was in 
Afghanistan, don't use that term either, Thomas-
Miller said. Say you managed 50 people, were 
responsible for expensive equipment, made decisions 
in stressful situations. 

There's online help as well. At careeronestop.org and 
Mil2FedJobs.com, troops can type in their military occupation 
and get a list of related jobs, the states in which they're located 
and sometimes with a link to apply for the job online, 
depending on the program. 

For instance, an 11C (an Indirect Fire Infantryman who 
can supervise or serve on a mortar unit), might find one of 180 
jobs in Illinois, driving trucks, running company training 
programs or working in security. 

The vast majority of veterans are employed, but the 
jobless rate for America's new generation of veterans was 9.5 
percent last month. That's down from 12.7 percent the 
previous month and 13.3 percent in June 2011, the Labor 
Department's Bureau of Labor Statistics said. But it's still been 
consistently higher than the country at large, with an 
unemployment rate of 8.2 percent in June, and for vets from 
all previous wars. 

There are hundreds of jobs in the military — for medics, 
computer specialists, mechanics, lawyers, finance officers, 
pilots, electrical engineers, nuclear engineers, food service 
managers, heavy equipment operators, and more. Though 
officials provided no data on who has the hardest time finding 
jobs after military service, many say it's infantrymen and those 
who held other jobs directly involved in combat that have no 
direct civilian equivalent. 

President Barack Obama on Monday announced a 
redesign of the transition program. Starting later this year, 
assistance will begin earlier in a military career, rather than at 
the end. There will be more one-on-one help, a separate focus 
for those wanting to go back to school or start their own 
businesses. Classes will be five to seven days, rather than the 
current three and more things will be mandatory for most 
people. 

The redesigned program will have a fancier name — 
Transition GPS. The administration is calling it the first major 
overhaul of a system started in the 1990s post-Cold War 
drawdown, though it's been updated in recent years to be more 
youth friendly with web-based information and workshops. 

Acknowledging that troops already have some terrific 
experience, Defense Secretary Leon Panetta said the revised 
program will help them "apply their experience to additional 

training, formal education, and develop successful civilian 
careers." 

A recent study by the Center for New American Security, 
a Washington think tank, said businesses want to hire new vets 
because they believe they have leadership qualities, teamwork 
skills, character, discipline, expertise, effectiveness and 
loyalty. 

Envisioning how vets might fit into their company is a 
different matter, said the study, which included interviews 
with 87 unidentified businessmen representing 69 companies. 

"The most prominent obstacle to hiring veterans," it said, 
is that "both civilians and members of the military have a hard 
time translating military skills into civilian job qualifications." 

Employers also said their fears include concern: 

 that troops with post traumatic stress may be 
"damaged" or have violent tendencies. 

 that National Guard and Reserve troops will be called 
up for duty, leaving the company short-handed. 

 that the majority of post-9/11 vets lack the college 
degrees or industry-specific expertise they'd need for 
senior positions, yet don't want lower level jobs 
employers feel are more appropriate for them. 

 that vets too often seek jobs that they don't have the 
education or skills to do. 

"There are folks who get it, are coming out of the service 
and say, 'I realize I'm not going to be CEO,'" said Devin B. 
Holmes, CEO of Warriorgateway.org, a portal to help troops 
find help with employment, health questions, education and a 
range of other transition needs. 

"There are also folks coming out and (saying) 'I want a 
GS14 position in the government,'" Holmes said, meaning the 
second highest level in the "General Schedule" of government 
pay — jobs that go to people with a lot of experience and/or a 
very high level of expertise in their field, and are management 
positions. 

"You can achieve that if you work hard and do a good job 
... but you're not going to get it on Day 1," Holmes said. 

Officials say privately that part of the disconnect comes 
from a sense of entitlement among some troops, the feeling 
that they deserve a great job after doing duty that only a tiny 
fraction of Americans were willing to do. But Holmes said the 
larger reason is that troops lack an understanding of what 
some jobs entail and what experience and education are 
needed to get them — a problem he thinks the Transition 
Assistance Program should work on. 
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21. DOD To Improve Voluntary Education Safeguards 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 24 JUL 12) ... Lisa Daniel 

WASHINGTON – The Defense Department is nearing 
completion of an agreement with post-secondary schools to 
ensure service members have the best possible experience in 
continuing their education, a senior Pentagon official said 
today. 

The department will release later this summer a 
memorandum of understanding to be signed by colleges, 
universities and technical schools to make costs, schedules and 
other particulars transparent to service members, Charles E. 

Milam, principal deputy assistant secretary of defense for 
military community and family programs, said. He made the 
comments at the Department of Defense Worldwide Education 
Symposium in Las Vegas, held every three years to improve 
and expand voluntary education for service members and their 
spouses. 

An online draft of the new instruction says all schools 
providing high school completion and post- secondary 
education through the DoD Tuition Assistance Program must 
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agree to the multi-agency memorandum of understanding and 
have a signed copy on file with DoD prior to service members 
receiving approval of tuition assistance. Each service 
determines eligibility for tuition assistance, which is capped at 
$250 per credit hour, or $4,500 per year, DOD officials said. 

DOD developed the memo with the departments of 
Education, Veterans Affairs, and Justice, as well as the 
Consumer Financial Protection Bureau as part of an executive 
order President Barack Obama announced at Fort Stewart, 
Ga., in April to ensure that service members, veterans and 
their families can get the information they need about the 
schools where they spend their education benefits. 

The executive order “will make it easier for military 
members and veterans to make informed decisions about 
financial aid and paying for college,” Milam said, and “it takes 
a number of steps to protect our personnel." 

“The memorandum is meant to ensure service members 
have the widest variety of choices for their continued 
education,” he added. “It puts important educational 
protections for service members and government oversight 
into writing.” 

The Las Vegas symposium shows the department’s 
commitment to higher education for service members, Milam 
said, and is important for building relationships between the 
military and educational institutions. “We’ve set ambitious 
goals for this symposium, and hope to use this time to develop 
ideas that are imperative for delivering quality education 
programs and forming critical partnerships across multiple 
sectors. Together, we will explore strategies to effectively 
deliver voluntary education programs that complement a 
service member’s capacity to serve, while accomplishing their 
educational goals.” 

Milam referred to a pledge made by Defense Secretary 
Leon E. Panetta who has said that when it comes to benefits 
such as continuing education, the department “will not break 
faith” with service members and their families even during 
tight economic times. 

Service members enrolled in more than 860,000 graduate 
and undergraduate courses in fiscal 2011, Milam said, and 
most of those were online. “Our military community will not 
always have the ‘normal’ college experience of living on 
campus and attending classes but thanks to online courses and 
other distance learning methods, our service members have 
been able to pursue educational goals regardless of their 
location.” 

As the military draws down in Afghanistan, the 
department is embarking on a new chapter after 10 years of 
war. “We are at a point of transition where we are resizing our 
military, where we face competing budget priorities, and 
where we are facing a new type of technical warfare.” All will 
require a well-trained, well-educated force, Milam added. 

Air Force Master Sgt. Brian Nelson, a supervisor of 
academics at the Community College of the Air Force who 
attended the symposium, said continuing education is one of 
the most important benefits to airmen. “I think education is at 
the forefront, as far as voluntary things they can do to go to 
school and get certifications.” He said 23 percent of airmen 
have at least an associate’s degree and the Air Force would 
like to see every airmen have at least that level of education 
before they transition out. 

Army National Guard Chaplain (Capt.) Chris Melvin 
earned his associate’s degree from the Community College of 
the Air Force before separating from active service. He later 
joined the Army National Guard mostly to continue his 
education. “It was my military education benefit that drew me 
back in that role,” he said. “I paid very little out of my own 
pocket for my education.” 

Today, Melvin is an education services officer for the 
Army Nation Guard in Arizona where he oversees 
Guardsmens’ educational benefits, coordinates tuition 
assistance and provides counseling. He earned his Master’s in 
divinity studies and now is considering a Ph.D. 

“I used every possible avenue I could” to continue his 
education in the military, he said. 
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22. Obama Again Vows Veterans Affairs Exempt From Sequester 
(POLITICO 24 JUL 12) ... Jason Millman 

Mitt Romney warned veterans that the looming sequester 
would mean bad things for the health care military veterans 
get through the Department of Veterans Affairs. 

“That devastation would start here at home. Mark my 
words, those cuts would only weaken an already stretched VA 
system and our solemn commitment that every veteran 
receives care second to none. If I am president of the United 
States, I will not let that happen,” he said in an afternoon 
speech at the VFW. “This is no time for the president’s radical 
cuts in our military.” 

There’s one problem: The Obama administration has 
already said the VA is exempt from the sequester. 

In April, President Barack Obama’s budget office 
declared the VA, including all its health programs, would be 
spared if the sequester goes into effect in January. 

“The conclusion that we have reached is that all programs 
administered by the VA, including Veterans’ Medical Care, 
are exempt from the sequestration,” the Office of Management 
and Budget wrote to the Government Accountability Office. 

Obama repeated that promise yesterday when he 
addressed the Veterans of Foreign Wars. 

“My administration has made it clear: Your veterans 
benefits are exempt from sequestration,” he said. “They are 
exempt.” 

Asked to clarify Romney’s remarks, campaign 
spokeswoman Andrea Saul said troop reductions forced by the 
sequester would put a strain on the VA. 

“The sequester will force 200,000 troops out of the 
service and into the already stretched-thin VA system,” Saul 
said. “That will affect every veteran.” 

Not all veterans go into the VA. There are congressionally 
mandated eligibility rules about service-connected disabilities, 
income and other criteria. 

The VFW is naturally watching the sequestration process 
closely, but a spokesman said the group is pretty confident 
health care won’t get touched. 

“Are we concerned? Of course, we’re concerned, but 
we’ve had a lot of assurances from the White House and 
Congress that the sequester is not going to affect VA medical 



 19

care,” said VFW Director of Public Affairs Joe Davis. “We 
don’t think that’s going to be touched, anything on health care. 
There’s the possibility that infrastructure, minor construction 
accounts [would be affected]. Yes, there’s a concern for that.” 

A May GAO analysis backed OMB’s findings, but it said 
the VA’s administrative expenses may be exposed to the 2 
percent across-the-board cuts. 

But “even with potential cuts to VA administration,” the 
VFW declared in April, “this decision is a win for the 
veterans’ community that will ensure preservation of the 
earned care and benefits millions of veterans rely on each 
day.” 
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23. Navy Surgeon General Participates In National Naval Officers Association Conference 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 24 JUL 12) ... Capt. Dora Lockwood, U.S. Navy Bureau of Medicine and Surgery Public Affairs 

NEW ORLEANS -- The Navy's surgeon general and chief 
of the Bureau of Medicine and Surgery participated in the 
Enterprise Leadership Panel at the National Naval Officers 
Association (NNOA) 40th Professional Development and 
Training Conference July 24. 

Navy Surgeon General, Vice Adm. Matthew Nathan, told 
an audience of more than 100 attendees that the main mission 
of Navy Medicine is to keep the nation's naval forces 
medically ready to operate around the world in support of U.S. 
national objectives. 

"Readiness is the hallmark of Navy Medicine," Nathan 
said. "Everywhere a Sailor or Marine goes, Navy Medicine 
goes with them, and it is my mission to keep the warfighter 
safe on, above and below the water and on and off the 
battlefield." 

Nathan highlighted the Navy's global mission of being 
forward deployed to provide a power projection and 
deterrence role, while also being ready to respond to 
humanitarian assistance and disaster response requirements.  

"We are a global force for good," said Nathan. "We 
prepare for war, but on a daily basis we operate for peace." 

Navy Medicine is a key element of the maritime strategy's 
humanitarian assistance capability. Nathan stressed the 

importance of diversity in the Navy and in Navy Medicine in 
supporting the maritime strategy. 

"It is imperative for us to field the best team possible 
through diversity," Nathan said. "It's never been more 
important to create cultural ties and bonds around the world 
through humanitarian missions, like Pacific Partnership. When 
the world sees the diverse tapestry and backgrounds of the 
personnel who make up the U.S. Navy, we can better become 
a leader in national security around the globe." 

NNOA is one of the largest affinity organizations 
committed to recruiting, developing and retaining minority 
officers. The purpose of the event is to provide professional 
development for personnel of the sea services and to 
demonstrate the importance of cultural diversity. 

Other naval leaders on the panel included Vice Adm. 
Allen Myers, commander of Naval Air Forces and commander 
of Naval Air Force, U.S. Pacific Fleet; Rear Adm. Bruce 
Grooms, deputy, Operations Plans and Strategy; Rear Adm. 
Michael Tillotson, commander of Navy Expeditionary Combat 
Command; and Rear Adm. Gordon Russell, commander of 
Navy Intelligence Reserve Command. Each highlighted the 
importance of enhancing leadership, mentorship and diversity 
in the Navy. 
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24. Bataan CSADD - Sailors Helping Sailors 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 24 JUL 12) ... USS Bataan Public Affairs 

USS BATAAN, Norfolk, Va. -- Junior Sailors aboard 
multipurpose amphibious assault ship USS Bataan (LHD 5) 
formed a new local chapter of the Navy's Coalition of Sailors 
Against Destructive Decisions (CSADD) July 24. 

CSADD is a Navy-wide program geared at young Sailors 
(ages 18 to 25) aimed at reinforcing a culture of shipmates 
helping shipmates, while preventing destructive behavior and 
building leadership skills. 

The program gives young Sailors the opportunity to help 
each other through peer-to-peer interaction. CSADD helps 
Sailors with everything from making responsible drinking 
decisions to suicide prevention. 

While there is an instruction governing CSADD's purpose 
and general duties, each command has a great deal of latitude 
in forming local chapters. Aboard Bataan, senior leadership is 
confident the ship's new CSADD chapter will have a positive 
impact on the command's Sailors. 

"CSADD is already in the process of organizing events," 
said Senior Chief Aviation Boatswain's Mate (Handling) 
(AW/SW) Byron Coleman, the Bataan Chapter's senior 

enlisted sponsor. "Most of our Sailors want to do the right 
thing when nobody's looking. CSADD provides peer pressure 
to do something right." 

The first step in forming the local chapter was to form a 
core group of junior Sailors interested in participating, and 
motivated to help other Sailors. After gathering the founding 
members, they decided who would be the first advocate to the 
Navy's regional chapter, and then worked with Command 
Master Chief (SW/AW) Kevin Goodrich, Bataan's CMC, to 
identify a senior enlisted member to sponsor them. Coleman, 
who has previously held billets as an equal opportunity 
advisor, was an ideal selection. 

"I look forward to the creative ideas our CSADD chapter 
will develop to help take care of our Sailors," said Goodrich. 
"I'm confident this will be another way to reach those with 
problems or concerns, and help keep Sailors safe both on and 
off duty." 

Bataan is currently in homeport in Norfolk, Va., 
undergoing planned maintenance availability. 
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25. Naval Special Warfare Hosts Annual Blood Drive 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 24 JUL 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Geneva Gabrielle Brier, Naval Special Warfare 
Public Affairs 

CORONADO, Calif. -- Naval Special Warfare Command 
(NSW) hosted a Naval Medical Center San Diego (NMCSD) 
blood donor drive to support the Troops, July 24. 

NSW donors answered the call for potentially lifesaving 
blood, as Sailors and civilians joined in the effort and 
contributed more than 30 pints that will benefit military 
members and their families around the world. 

"We are a military blood donor center and our mission is 
to help the military," said Doreen Rekoski, NMCSD blood 
donor recruiter. "We do that in a few ways, our blood goes to 
military treatment facilities, deployed Navy ships, and weekly 
troop shipments which send blood out to military treatment 
facilities all over the world. 

Military blood donations are limited due to federal 
restrictions stating that military collections must be performed 
on military installations. Although anyone can donate, they 
must have base access to participate. 

"Donating blood saves lives," said Rekoski. "There is no 
substitute for human blood and the lives of many combat 
troops have been saved due to a ready supply of available 
blood when injuries occur." 

Personnel Specialist 1st Class Joshua Delong has given 
blood more than a dozen times in his life and advocates the 
importance of donating. 

"It saves lives; it's that simple," said Delong. "It is just an 
easy and good way to help out." 

"One donation can save three lives," said Rekoksi. "We 
have saved thousands upon thousands of lives both at home 
and in forward deployed areas over the years." 

"Everyone should donate because it's such a small price to 
pay for the possibility of saving someone's life especially for 
our troops," said Yeoman 2nd Class (AW) Linda Barriga. 
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26. Memorial Service Set For Sailors Killed In Copter Crash 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 24 JUL 12) ... Kate Wiltrout 

Two Sailors who died last week when their helicopter 
crashed in Oman will be memorialized Thursday at Norfolk 
Naval Station. 

Petty officer 2nd Class Joseph Fitzmorris and Chief Petty 
Officer Sean Sullivan, both members of Norfolk-based 
Helicopter Mine Countermeasures Squadron 15, were killed 
July 19 when their Sea Dragon helicopter went down. Three 
other crew members were rescued. The cause of the crash is 
under investigation. 

The squadron held a memorial service on Monday at a 
U.S. Navy base in Bahrain. Cmdr. Sara Santoski, the 
squadron’s commanding officer, spoke about both men’s 
devotion and commitment to the Navy, according to a news 
release. 

“They were honorable men, dedicated to their families, 
talented and professional soldiers, and true patriots. They 
certainly were the best America had to offer,” Santoski said. 

Fitzmorris, known to his friends as “J.P.,” joined the 
Navy in 2004. A native of West Monroe, La., he is survived 
by his wife, Jacqueline, and mother, Florence. 

“Fitz loved a lot of things,” Lt. Michael McDonald said 
during the service. “He loved his wife, Jackie, he loved his 
dogs, he loved his truck, he loved ordering Firehouse for 
lunch, he loved LSU football, country music, beer, flying, and 
he loved us.” 

Sullivan, who hailed from St. Louis, enlisted in the Navy 
in 1992. He is survived by his wife, Amy, and parents, 
Timothy and Kathy, according to the Navy. 

Petty Officer 1st Class Eddie King spoke about Sullivan’s 
love for the job. 

“I’ve never met anyone that loved flying as much as he 
did. Anytime that bird was going up he wanted to be out 
there,” said King. 

“No matter what mission we were going to do, no matter 
the place, the time, the danger; no one’s hand went up before 
Chief Sullivan’s.” 

Thursday’s memorial service will take place at the 
Norfolk Naval Station chapel at 11 a.m., according the 
squadron’s Facebook page. 
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27. Naval Postgraduate School Cycling Club, Local Community Pay Tribute To Former Dean 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 24 JUL 12) ... Amanda D. Stein, Naval Postgraduate School Public Affairs 

MONTEREY, Calif. -- Close to 200 members of the 
Naval Postgraduate School (NPS) and local communities paid 
tribute to the university's late dean of students and retired 
astronaut, July 21. 

The NPS Cycling Club hosted the Capt. Alan Poindexter 
Tribute Ride, led by NPS Cycling Club President, Air Force 
Capt. Nolan Semrau and Naval Support Activity Monterey 
Commanding Officer Capt. Gerral David, and invited the 
community to celebrate Poindexter's life through one of his 
favorite pastimes. Memories were shared of the man who 
touched so many lives across the Peninsula and the country. 

Semrau fondly recalled Poindexter's earlier days with the 
club. 

"Capt. Poindexter was a very active member of the NPS 
Cycling Club from the time he arrived as the Dean of Students 
in 2011. I recall one of his early rides with the club, if not the 
first ... we lost him on the route," said Semrau, who is a space 
systems engineering student at NPS. "The club's intention is to 
ride as a group and we try not to 'drop' riders, and certainly not 
the dean of students. We were able to quickly track him down, 
and he laughed it off and had been riding with us since, on a 
weekly basis. He particularly enjoyed long bike rides and he 
was great company when bicycling for hours." 

Cycling Club Public Affairs Officer Lt. Angela Lefler, a 
student in the meteorology and oceanography department, 
noted that Poindexter's support for the club was invaluable, 
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and his upbeat energy and love for the outdoors inspired the 
group. 

"The NPS cycling club really felt the tragic loss of Capt. 
Poindexter. He was a cherished and heavily involved member 
of the NPS cycling family. He served as both an inspirational 
leader and a mentor to me and my fellow cyclists," said Lefler. 
"He was always quick to support our physical endeavors and 
almost always attended our group rides, regardless of how 
busy his work schedule was. 

"Since he was very involved with the club, both as a 
leader and a rider, the NPS Cycling Club Board members felt 
the most appropriate way to pay our respects to his memory 

was through a ride that included everybody in the 
community," she continued. "This ride was opened to the off-
campus community because he was actively involved with 
local clubs just as much as our cycling club. And we decided 
to call it a 'tribute' instead of a 'memorial' because it sounded 
more upbeat and fun, and that's what Dex would want the ride 
to be." 

The nearly 10-mile ride began and ended at Lovers Point, 
with a stop on the steps of the Naval Postgraduate School's 
Herrmann Hall for a moment of silence and a prayer by the 
university chaplain, followed by the sounding of "Taps." 
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28. U.S. Biofuel Advocates Urge Congress To Continue Pentagon Funding 
(REUTERS 24 JUL 12) ... David Alexander 

WASHINGTON -- Military veterans and former 
lawmakers urged Congress on Tuesday to continue funding 
the Pentagon's controversial biofuels program, saying the 
failure to deal with U.S. dependence on foreign oil was a key 
factor in the wars of the past 22 years. 

"As long as U.S. and global economic security are 
dependent on oil produced in volatile regions of the world, our 
military will be required to continue deployments and 
dangerous missions to ensure the ... security of vital energy 
resources," the group, led by retired Republican Senator John 
Warner, said in a letter to President Barack Obama and 
members of Congress. 

The letter, published in advertisements in major 
newspapers on Tuesday, came as the struggle over the 
military's biofuel program heats up in Congress, with some 
lawmakers trying to block military spending on alternative 
fuels that are more costly than conventional petroleum. 

Lawmakers have expressed anger over the high price the 
military has paid for alternative energy. The Navy spent about 
$12 million for last week's test of the Great Green Fleet, an 
aircraft carrier strike force run primarily on alternative fuels. 

For the two-day demonstration, the military paid about 
$26 per gallon for the biofuel, which was then mixed half-and-
half with petroleum. The final price per gallon of the 50-50 
blend was about $15. The Air Force last month paid $59 per 
gallon for a smaller amount of alcohol-to-jet fuel needed for 
testing. 

But military officials note that a $10 hike in the cost of a 
barrel of oil will increase the Defense Department's annual bill 
for fuel by about $1.3 billion. 

Senator Jim Inhofe, a skeptic of the military's spending on 
alternative fuels, sent a letter to Navy Secretary Ray Mabus on 
Tuesday asking for details about the total cost of the Green 
Fleet demonstration, including the price of shipping the 
biofuels from Texas and Louisiana to Hawaii. 

"Requiring the Navy to spend exorbitant amounts of an 
already stretched budget on alternative fuels is impacting our 

near and long-term readiness," said Inhofe, who described 
himself as a proponent of an "all-of-the-above strategy on 
energy development." 

"It is our duty to efficiently and wisely use the limited 
resources at our disposal to provide for the defense of this 
great nation," he said. 

Call For Further Testing 
Warner, a former chairman of the Senate Armed Services 

Committee, told reporters the military needed $11 million in 
the 2013 fiscal year beginning in October to complete testing 
of alternative fuels to certify that they can be used safely as 
replacements for petroleum. 

Warner, an adviser for the Pew Project on National 
Security, Energy and Security, said the Navy's message was to 
"let us finish our R&D (research and development), where 
we're having to pay higher price." After that, the Navy would 
not purchase biofuels for operations unless they were 
competitively priced. 

Retired Marine Corps Major General Anthony Jackson, 
who signed the letter to Obama and Congress, said petroleum 
might be cheaper than biofuels but did not include the high 
price the American people had paid in blood and treasure as a 
result of the wars of the past two decades. 

"We have been since 1990 ... involved in armed conflict 
in the Middle East," he added. "The cost in our lack of 
response to the chokehold both on our national defense and 
our national economy of oil has been a great deal more 
expensive than we like to say." 

Phyllis Cuttino, director of the Pew Clean Energy 
Program, said the Pentagon's energy innovation programs 
shouldn't be politicized because they are about saving 
taxpayers dollars over the long run. 

She said some legislation in Congress aimed at blocking 
the Pentagon's energy programs needed to be reworked 
because the language would actually outlaw fuels currently in 
use, particularly in unmanned vehicles. 

Return to Index 
 

29. Veterans Back Military's Role In Biofuels Development 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 24 JUL 12) ... Morgan Lee 

A cast of influential military veterans on Tuesday 
defended the Navy's foray into biofuels research and 

development, amid questions on Capitol Hill about the effort's 
cost effectiveness. 
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Republican lawmakers have balked at reports of how 
much the Navy paid to develop and deploy biofuels in recent 
exercises. 

The 2013 defense bill, still pending in Congress, contains 
language that would block the U.S. military from buying 
biofuel for operations if it costs more than petroleum. 

Retired Maj. Gen. Anthony L. Jackson, who recently 
commanded the Marine Corps Installations West, described 
the military as a market maker that can eventually build a self 
sustaining private advanced biofuels industry -- if investments 
are not cut off too soon. Advanced biofuels are derived from 
non-food feedstocks such as algae, wood chips or non-
comestible crops. 

"If we don’t want to spend the lives of the next generation 
defending the pipelines and oil tankers coming out the the 
Middle East, we need to continue on the research and 
development to the point” where it becomes cost effective, 
Jackson said. 

Retired Marine Corps. Brig. Gen. Stephen Cheney likened 
the biofuels initiative to investment in the U.S. steel steel 
industry -- at above market prices -- to supply Navy shipyards 
in the early and mid-20th century. 

Jackson invoked the birth of the nuclear power industry 
through military investment. 

"What was the cost of the first nuclear reactor that 
powered the first sub?" Jackson said. "That now powers (a 
large) percentage of the U.S. electrical grid." 

Jackson and Cheney spoke in Washington D.C. at a media 
briefing organized by the Pew Project on National Security, 
Energy, and Climate. 

Pew also highlighted a petition letter, directed in large 
part at Congress and signed by hundreds of veterans, praising 
the Department of Defense's efforts to "break the military 
from the tether of imported oil." 

The Navy's efforts to deploy drop-in biofuels, without 
alternations to ships and aircraft, have been on display this 
month during demonstration exercises in Hawaii. 

Navy Secretary Ray Mabus wants to deploy a biofuel-
burning carrier group by 2016 and require the Department of 
the Navy to get half of its energy from alternative sources by 
2020. 

But fuels for the Navy's "Great Green Fleet," made from a 
mix of animal fat and algae, still come with a steep price tag: 
more than $15 a gallon, versus about $4 for diesel. 

Business opportunities related to the Navy's clean-energy 
strategy will be focus of a forum in San Diego Thursday 
organized by CleanTECH San Diego and the San Diego 
Military Advisory Council. 

Rear Adm. Dixon Smith, commander of the Navy Region 
Southwest, is the keynote speaker at Port Pavillion on 
Broadway Pier. 

Return to Index 
 

30. Families Of Flight 93 Victims Will Attend Christening Of USS Somerset 
(WFMY CBS GREENSBORO (NC) 24 JUL 12) ... Liz Crawford 

GREESNBORO, NC -- The U.S. Navy is preparing to 
launch its newest ship, the USS Somerset, named in honor of 
the victims of Flight 93. 

Our nation has dedicated monuments and memorials, held 
vigils, planted gardens, and have honored the victims of 9/11 
in so many ways. 

Greensboro native, Sandy Bradshaw is one of the souls 
we've honored. Bradshaw was a flight attendant on Flight 93 
when it crashed in a field in Somerset County, Pennsylvania. 

The latest memorial to recognize Flight 93 is not just a 
symbol, but a weapon against terrorism. 

The USS Somerset will combat terrorism, much like the 
crew and passengers of Flight 93. 

Bradshaw's mom, Pat Waugh considers it an honor for her 
daughter and the other victims on Flight 93. 

"When we went down before to tour the ship, they carried 
a Flight 93 flag down there and it will be placed on the ship," 
Waugh told News 2. 

Flight 93 passengers and crew confronted the terrorists on 
board before it went down in Shanksville. All 40 people on 

board were killed. During the recovery process, workers 
hoisted an American flag on top of a power shovel used for 
coal mining in that area. 

Metal from that power shovel has been melted down and 
used in the ship's construction. Ships like the USS Somerset 
have been deployed to fight piracy and provide humanitarian 
aid in foreign countries. 

Waugh and other family members of Flight 93 victims are 
attending the ship's christening on Saturday, July 28th in New 
Orleans. 

"I'm sure that she would be pleased and proud you know 
that that these things are being done to honor them," said 
Waugh about her daughter. 

Waugh also told News 2 that a time capsule containing 
artifacts from the crash site will be placed beneath the mast of 
the ship. 

The vessel will carry a navy crew of 363 and nearly 700 
marines. 

View Clip (RT: 1:59) 
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31. New System Expands Ships’ Tracking Range 
Africa tests catch illegal fisherman, drug smugglers 
(NAVY TIMES 24 JUL 12) ... Jacqueline Klimas 

The Navy will soon get a leg up in locating illegal 
fisherman, drug smugglers, pirates, human traffickers and 
others at sea who don’t want to be found. 

Researchers at the Office of Naval Research modified 
existing technologies to make Rough Rhino, a next-generation 

tracking system that allows ships to locate vessels that are not 
transmitting Automatic Identification System signals. 

AIS is a locating signal all commercial ships weighing 
more than 300 tons must carry. AIS data is available online. 
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While Navy ships have AIS onboard, they do not 
regularly transmit their signals. Neither do bad guys who 
would rather keep their location secret. 

Today’s technology only allows ships to track other 
vessels not transmitting AIS if they are within the horizon, or 
about 25 to 35 miles, according to Dr. Michael Pollock, 
director for the electronics, sensors and networks division at 
ONR. To see beyond that, ships must get an assist from an 
airborne asset, such as a P-3C Orion long-range aircraft. 

Rough Rhino, however, will give Navy ships the ability to 
see evasive vessels from much farther away, finding the 
vessels with radar and using optics to identify them. Pollock 
said the software program will give sailors a clearer maritime 
domain awareness picture than their radar. 

Technology developed for Rough Rhino will be used in 
other ONR projects, such as moving-target synthetic aperture 
radar. Synthetic aperture radar normally works on stationary 
land targets, Pollock said. 

“Ships move,” he said. “We’re trying to make high-
resolution images of moving ships.” 

Rough Rhino was tested in an operational environment 
off the coast of West Africa as part of the African Maritime 
Law Enforcement Partnership exercise, officials announced 
July 10. 

Host nations Senegal, Cape Verde and Gambia used the 
system to track more than 600 illegal fisherman, drug 
smugglers and human traffickers a day, and boarded 24 ships 
during AMLEP. The system was installed temporarily on the 
frigate Simpson as well as two Senegalese ships during the 
exercise. 

“It allows the host nations to improve their security 
situation, which for us, provides a better infrastructure for 
counterterrorism,” Pollock said. 

Some Help Now, Some Later 
Some elements of Rough Rhino are already being put to 

use. The program has allowed for updates to the APY-10 radar 
on P-8 Poseidon, Pollock said. APY-10 radar provides high-
resolution imaging over land or water. 

However, many of the bigger updates to sensors are still 
three to seven years away from being integrated into the fleet, 
he said. 

Rough Rhino is an upgrade to software that has been 
rewritten multiples times to keep up with rapid technology 
changes. 

The software was tested in AMLEP 2011 but was called 
Rough Monkey. Pollock said they haven’t decided on a name 
for next year’s AMLEP test, but it will be “Rough something.” 

Next year’s test will include speeding up the system. 
“What took us 20 minutes, we should have been able to 

do in two,” Pollock said. 
Along with Rough Rhino, ONR is developing an anti-

piracy computer application. While Rough Rhino is a tactical 
tool for operators at sea, the app takes a look at the larger 
picture, according to Grace Jean, senior communications 
specialist at ONR. The app is intended for analysts looking at 
behavioral patterns of suspicious ships. 

While there are no plans for the two methods to work 
together, Jean said, data collected by Rough Rhino sensors 
could someday feed the analytical tools of the anti-piracy app. 
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32. Panetta, Defense Industry Leaders Meet To Discuss Sequestration 
(DEFENSE NEWS 24 JUL 12) ... Marcus Weisgerber 

U.S. Defense Secretary Leon Panetta and a diverse group 
of more than two-dozen CEOs continued discussions of how 
$500 billion in cuts to military spending would impact the 
defense industry and DoD and potential courses of action 
Congress might take to avert the reductions. 

The Aerospace Industries Association, National Defense 
Industrial Association and Professional Services Council 
sponsored the meeting, one of the largest gatherings to date 
between DoD leadership and industry on the subject. 

Panetta was joined by Frank Kendall, the Pentagon’s 
acquisition chief; Bob Hale, comptroller; and Brett Lambert, 
the industrial policy chief. 

In all, 27 top industry officials — including Lockheed 
Martin’s Robert Stevens, SAIC’s John Jumper, Boeing’s Jim 
Albaugh, CACI’s Dan Allen, Northrop Grumman’s Wes 
Bush, General Dynamics’ Jay Johnson and Textron’s Scott 
Donnelley — attended the meeting. 

The number of attendees and broad range of areas they 
represent — such as prime contractors, subcontractors, 
hardware manufacturers and service contractors — is 
significant, defense observers said. 

“It really was representative of the entire industrial base 
that supports the Department of Defense,” said one source 
who attended the meeting. 

With sequestration — $500 billion in mandatory defense 
spending cuts over the next decade set to begin in January — 

looming, the group discussed four possible scenarios that 
might play out in the coming months. They are: 

 Congress does not act and sequestration happens; 

 During the lame duck session of Congress after the 
November elections, a plan is constructed to thwart 
sequestration; 

 Members of the congressional supercommittee come 
up with a $1.2 trillion cut to avert sequestration; and 

 Congress inserts language into a continuing 
resolution that delays sequestration another year or 
two when there is a less-heated political environment. 

No decisions were made about which option the group 
should support, but there was solid agreement to apply 
pressure on Congress that sequestration would be damaging to 
DoD and the defense industry, defense and industry sources 
said. 

Attendees also discussed how sequestration could result 
in massive job cuts and how other “domestic cabinet agencies” 
could apply pressure on Congress to modify the Budget 
Control Act of 2011, the law that mandates sequestration to 
lower the U.S. deficit, should lawmakers not be able to agree 
on alternate ways to reduce the country’s debt. 

“Panetta is right now the only cabinet official that is doing 
anything to try to ward off what is going to be a total disaster 
for all industries, not just the defense industry,” the official 
who attended the meeting said. 
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“Secretary Panetta and industry are 100 percent on the 
same sheet of music on the fact that everybody’s got to do 
everything we can to basically put pressure on the Congress to 
fix the problem,” the official added. 

Panetta was adamant that he wants to keep “the dialog 
going” with industry, the official said. 

Panetta has been routinely meeting with top industry 
leaders over several months to discuss the impact of 
sequestration. 

“Secretary Panetta believes it is critical Congress act to 
avoid sequestration,” said Carl Woog, assistant Pentagon press 
secretary. 
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33. Prepare For Defense Cuts Now, Businesses Told 
(NEWPORT NEWS DAILY PRESS 24 JUL 12) ... Hugh Lessig 

NEWPORT NEWS — Peninsula business leaders 
received some marching orders Tuesday during a discussion 
about deep defense cuts that could take a bite from the local 
economy in January: Be proactive and don't wait for it to 
happen. 

"Cuts are coming," said Michael J. Ferrell of the law firm 
Williams Mullen, which sponsored a panel that addressed the 
Virginia Peninsula Chamber of Commerce. "We can't sit by 
and let this process unfold without getting involved." 

The discussion focused on a series of automatic, across-
the-board cuts that will take effect in early January unless 
Congress and the president agree on a debt-reduction deal. 

Known in Washington-speak as sequestration, the cuts hit 
defense and non-defense equally, but the defense cuts have 
prompted the most concern in Hampton Roads, where 45 
percent of the economy is tied up with defense-related 
businesses and the military. 

Because a congressional super-committee failed to find 
$1.2 trillion in savings over 10 years to reduce the budget 
deficit, the law calls for the automatic cuts to kick in next year 
— $600 billion in defense and non-defense spread over the 
same 10 years. That means $55 billion in cuts on top of other 
budget cuts in 2013, making it a very tight year for the 
Pentagon – and for Virginia. 

But while Virginia business owners can't break the 
gridlock in Congress, they can be proactive, panel members 
said. 

For example, Gov. Bob McDonnell has established a $30 
milion fund to help local governments affected by base 
closings or by other defense spending cuts . 

Patrick Cushing, a Williams Mullen consultant, said the 
governor controls the fund. Cushing said he is fairly certain 
that money will not go to individual businesses, but a 
"cohesive group" such as the chamber may want to keep this 
fund in mind when thinking about economic development in 
the wake of defense cuts. 

Some efforts already appear to be paying off. In October 
2011, the Hampton Roads Partnership launched an "economic 
gardening" program, providing technical assistance and other 
services to medium-sized businesses looking for new 
opportunities. 

One such businesses was SimIS Inc. of Portsmouth, 
which offered modeling and simulation training to the 
military, among other services. Hit hard by the dismantling of 
Joint Forces Command, the business found a different market 
for its high-tech training: the medical community. 

Dana Dickens, the president and CEO of Hampton Roads 
Parntnership, cited SimIS as an example of how defense-
oriented businesses can make a successful switch to the 
civilian sector. 

"It's incumbent upon us to start growing our businesses to 
offset the reductions we are going to see," Dickens said. 
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34. Call To Innovators: ONR's Naval S&T Partnership Conference Registration Opens 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 24 JUL 12) ... Katherine H. Crawford, Office of Naval Research 

ARLINGTON, Va. -- The Office of Naval Research 
(ONR) opened online registration July 24 for its biennial 
Naval Science and Technology Partnership Conference, to 
take place this fall. 

"This conference is one of ONR's signature events," said 
Dr. Walter F. Jones, ONR's executive director. "It provides an 
ideal forum to bring forth ideas-the necessary basis for 
advancing all naval warfighting capabilities." 

The event will be held Oct. 22-24 at the Hyatt Regency 
Crystal City in Arlington, Va. Approximately 1,500 members 
of ONR's science and technology (S&T) provider network, as 
well as Navy and Marine Corps customers, are expected to 
attend. 

This year's theme-"Innovative Technology for Today's 
and Tomorrow's Warfighter"- emphasizes the need to equip 
Sailors and Marines with every advantage the Department of 
the Navy can provide. 

The aim of the conference is to raise awareness of the 
naval S&T strategy and program initiatives; to present 
technology challenges and enable discussion of potential 

solutions; and to broaden ONR's partnership base to explore 
new ideas. 

To improve access to program staff, ONR will 
reintroduce "Pitch a Principal," which allows members of 
industry and academia to request one-on-one meetings with 
ONR decision makers to pitch proposal ideas for possible 
collaboration or development. 

Those interested in participating can submit a request 
through the conference website, and all pitches will be 
considered. For those selected, dates and times will be 
scheduled with the relevant ONR program officers. 

Additionally, ONR will host a poster session for attendees 
to present their work in an informal setting for the purpose of 
generating discussion and networking. 

The event's cosponsor, the American Society of Naval 
Engineers, will host an exposition of the cutting-edge 
technologies being developed at government and industry 
facilities around the country. 

To view a draft agenda, visit 
http://www.onr.navy.mil/Conference-Event-ONR/science-
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technology-partnership/2012-partnership-conference-
agenda.aspx. 

For attendees interested in connecting with others 
attending conference, visit the event's official Facebook page, 
http://www.facebook.com/events/299117836793925/. 

To register for the event, visit 
http://www.onr.navy.mil/Conference-Event-ONR/science-
technology-partnership.aspx. 
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BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
35. Navy Vice Admiral William Burke Headlines Rotary Luncheon 
(ROCHESTER (NY) DEMOCRAT & CHRONICLE 24 JUL 12) ... Alicia Smith 

“America’s away team,” as Navy Vice Admiral William 
Burke calls his military branch, has a lot in common with 
Rotary International, whose motto emphasizes a lifestyle of 
altruism. 

“‘Service above self’ is clearly what many of our 
servicemen do,” Burke said as the featured speaker Tuesday at 
the Rochester Rotary’s luncheon. 

Burke’s presentation, titled “The Navy Protects America,” 
is part of the Navy’s 50/50 Program -- an outreach initiative to 
show Americans the tremendous investment they have in the 
Navy. 

The 50/50 Program sends 50 top Navy leaders to 50 cities 
for engagement activities with local leaders and groups. Naval 
officers hope that the program will help them reach out to non-
coastal areas that don’t always hear as much about the Navy. 

Burke touched on strategies for taking on unpredictable 
challenges the Navy faces, including unstable regimes, climate 
change and rising nations of power. 

“We’re trying to make sure people understand the value 
of what we do,” Burke said. 

A Hornell native, Burke has earned numerous awards, 
including the Distinguished Service Medal and the Defense 
Superior Service Medal. 

Known for their efforts to protect the nation’s waters, 
Naval forces also execute humanitarian operations across the 
globe including disaster relief, refugee assistance and rescues 
at sea. 

“We’re ready to fight when we have to, but it really 
changes our Sailors when we do humanitarian work,” Burke 
said. 

Closer to home, the Rochester Rotary has partnered with 
School 8 since 1994 to provide scholarships and mentors to 
students. 

They also operate Sunshine Campus, whose 157-acre 
residential location in Rush serves children and adults in the 
Rochester Area with disabilities. 

This year, Rotary International’s theme is “Peace Through 
Service.” 

“There are so many aspects to peace, so it’s a wonderful 
opportunity to have him,” said Rochester Rotary President 

John White of Burke. “The public needs to see the character 
and human side of such a high up leader.” 

Some in the audience Tuesday had served with both 
public-spirited groups. Nearly two dozen of the Rotarians in 
attendance were Navy veterans. 

“It’s nice to see who else in the Rotary was in the Navy,” 
said Robert Stookey, 71, of Pittsford. A retired OB-GYN at 
Strong Memorial Hospital, he delivered babies while serving 
in the Navy from 1969 to 1971. 

“The Rotary’s objectives are similar to what the Navy 
does nowadays,” he said. 

Nationwide, there are 321,053 Naval service members on 
active duty and 106,578 on ready reserve, as of June. 

Additionally, there are about 203,600 civilian employees 
across the country. 

Broadcast Clip - Top Naval Admiral Visits Rochester 
(YNN TIME WARNER ROCHESTER 24 JUL 12) 
One of the Navy's top men is visiting Rochester over the 

next two days, and talking to leaders, business executives and 
community members about the Navy. 

It's part of the Navy's 50-50 program, a public relations 
like campaign that sends 50 top Navy leaders around the 
country to meet with people and talk to them. 

The outreach effort targets many cities that don't have a 
direct connection to the ocean, and perhaps aren't as familiar 
with what the Navy is doing. 

Vice Admiral Bill Burke is a native of Hornell. After a 
visit with his family, he's traveled to Rochester, where he met 
with members of the Rotary Club. 

"On one hand, we hope that they will be more 
understanding of what the Navy does for them and recognize 
the value of the Navy. On the other hand, we hope that people 
recognize the value of veterans. We have lots of people 
leaving the service they have great skills, they've been given 
great responsibility early in their lives and they show up and if 
a good portion of your life is showing up, our people know 
how to show up they are responsible," Burke said. 

Admiral Burke joined the Navy in 1978. He says the 
Navy is always looking for new recruits. 

View Clip (RT: 1:15) 
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36. Leap Frogs Drop In On Zoo 
Navy parachute team provides aerial spectacle 
(SIOUX FALLS (SD) ARGUS LEADER.24 JUL 12) ... Dalton Walker 

The herd of bison at the Great Plains Zoo took a brief 
backseat Monday to the sky. 

The usual zoo space designated for the bison was emptied 
to allow members of the Navy’s parachute team, the Leap 
Frogs, to land after a jump of 5,500 feet from a Navy plane. 
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The Leap Frogs are in town as part of Navy Week. About 
50 members of the Navy teamed up with the zoo for about two 
hours, some as part of the band “Horizon.” Others were on 
hand to show zoo visitors a Navy simulator machine, diving 
equipment and a gaming station. 

The zoo offered free admission Monday to any active or 
retired members of the military. 

“We’re thrilled to be a part of Navy Week in Sioux Falls,” 
said Kate Arjes, zoo marketing manager. “It was very fun and 
very exciting. And of course we are grateful to the men and 
women of the United States armed forces.” 

Michael Bockman and his mother, Jo, of Fairmont, Minn., 
who are in Sioux Falls for Navy Week, were among the few 
hundred who watched the jumpers on Monday. 

The two said the 120-mile round trip to see the jumpers 
was worth it. “Their precision and gracefulness make it look 
so easy up there,” Jo Bockman said. “They are obviously very 
skilled.” 

The Leap Frogs jumped a second time later in the day at 
the USS South Dakota Battleship Memorial near 12th Street 
and Kiwanis Avenue. 

Brad Simmons, 12, was one of the first to try the 
simulator, a machine larger than most cars that fits about 12 
people. The six-minute ride took the boy into warfare and 
back. “It was awesome,” Simmons said. “You could feel the 
shaking up and down, side to side. It felt like it was really 
happening on screen.” 

MC1 Fletcher Gibson, a member of the Leap Frogs team, 
said the Navy’s goal is to interact with people and put a face 
behind the military. 

“To come and see the kids, is our highlight of the tour,” 
Gibson said. “There’s nothing better than to see faces when 
the parachutes touch down.” 

View Clip (RT: 1:12) 
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37. Navy Aiming For Grid Independence 
(FIERCE ENERGY 24 JUL 12) ... Travis Mitchell 

Through the creation of regional smart grids and the 
development of new demand response programs, the Navy's 
Smart Power Partnership Initiative is working to improve grid 
reliability and efficiency of Southern California's power grid 

The SPPI was conceived in 2011 and sparked in part by 
the September 8, 2011 blackouts that swept across the San 
Diego area. On that day, the Navy was asked by local utility 
San Diego Gas & Electric to take its ships off the grid in order 
to provide about 60MW of power back to the community. 
More recently, the Navy's Twentynine Palms base suffered a 
prolonged power outage, which interrupted personnel 
deployment training and preparation. 

The SPPI pilot is based in San Diego, a city home to the 
51-ship Pacific Fleet and a high concentration of Naval bases. 
The Marine Corps Installation West and San Diego Gas & 
Electric are also involved in developing the project. 

In addition to increasing energy security within the Navy, 
the hope is to increase energy security throughout the 
surrounding community. 

"This initiative is a regional smart grid initiative," said 
Tom Hicks, deputy assistant secretary for the Navy for energy, 
adding that it will "fundamentally change how we get and rely 
on power." 

"For us, as we look at energy security, energy security 
improves as we prioritize our critical loads," he said, in an 
interview with FierceSmartGrid. 

Specifically, the SPPI will bring together Navy and 
Marine Corps installations with the intention of sharing power. 
The project is being financed from existing investments, and 
there are plans to identify financing needs going forward. In 
March 2012, the Navy began real-time tests on the pilot 
program in order to assess its benefits. 

"What we found in the testing that we did in March was 
that there was some benefit that we derived from our demand 
response activities," Hicks said. "It gave us a sense that things 
are succeeding and moving forward, and we are going to 
continue with the effort." 

In April, the Navy met with California government 
officials about continuing the project build out. Hicks said the 
Navy was able to implement the project within six to nine 
months, without needing to start from scratch. The Navy is in 
the process of rolling out 27,000 smart meters and already has 
in place its industry control systems and other reporting 
capabilities. All of this is helping quicken the project's 
development. 

With successful tests completed, the Navy is continuing 
towards the ultimate goal of integrating renewables into its 
grid, as well as involving utility representatives and 
surrounding community in the process. 

Hicks added that other areas such as Norfolk, VA., could 
be targeted for future pilots, but that there are currently no 
plans to expand the initiative. 
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38. Joint Civilian Orientation Conference Participants Visit USS Makin Island 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 25 JUL 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Kory D. Alsberry, USS Makin Island Public Affairs 

USS MAKIN ISLAND, At sea -- A group of 38 civilian 
leaders in education, business, industry and local governments 
from across the country visited the amphibious assault ship 
USS Makin Island (LHD 8) as part of the Department of 
Defense (DoD) Joint Civilian Orientation Conference (JCOC), 
July 24. 

The purpose of the JCOC program is to increase public 
understanding of national defense through a forum of free 

exchange among influential citizens, DoD officials, and 
military leadership. 

Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense for Public and 
Community Outreach Rene C. Bardoff led the JCOC guests 
aboard Makin Island at Naval Base San Diego as the ship was 
getting underway for operations off the Southern California 
coast. 
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While aboard, the JCOC participants and their military 
escorts toured the ship, received special briefings on the ship's 
capabilities and enjoyed lunch with the crew. 

"I was really excited to see the helicopters," said Stephen 
Cousins, a JCOC participant who serves as the superintendant 
of the Traverse City area schools in Michigan. "You get to see 
so many cool pieces of technology. I was really excited to see 
different aspects of people's jobs, and how they seemed so 
excited about their work." 

During the tour Cousins said that everyone seemed happy 
and energetic while performing their duties. 

"Everybody was on the same page when it came down to 
performing their duties," said Cousins. "It was amazing to see, 
with so many Sailors on board. They're doing something 
right." 

Once the ship reached its operating area, guests were able 
to observe flight operations before they departed the ship via 
helicopter for their transit back to San Diego, and eventually 
other military installations around the country. 

"We don't get to see things like this every day," said Dr. 
Florence Clark, a JCOC participant who works as a professor 
and associate dean at the University of Southern California. 
"We get to see up close people doing something great with 
their lives, these men and women sacrificing everything for 
our freedom, and I'm just really grateful and appreciative. " 

Sailors who served as tour guides and subject matter 
experts for the ship's equipment and systems said they enjoyed 
the opportunity to interact with the JCOC guests. 

"I was extremely fortunate to get the opportunity to 
explain some of the things we have to do every day," said 

Damage Controlman 2nd Class Reginald Marzett. "Civilians 
don't get a chance to see what we do, except for what they see 
on television and what they read, and I'm happy I got to give 
them a new outlook on what the Navy really does." 

The JCOC is a program sponsored by the Secretary of 
Defense for civilian public opinion leaders interested in 
growing their knowledge of the military and national defense 
issues. JCOC is the oldest existing DoD outreach program 
having been held more than 80 times since its inception in 
1948. 

The primary goal of the JCOC program is to increase 
understanding of the mission of the DoD and the U.S. defense 
posture and capabilities by increasing public exposure to, and 
understanding of, military personnel, facilities, equipment, and 
programs. 

Makin Island recently returned from a seven-month 
deployment and was the first U.S. Navy ship to deploy using a 
hybrid-electric propulsion system. By using this unique 
propulsion system, the Navy expects over the course of the 
ship's lifecycle, to see fuel savings of more than $250 million, 
proving the Navy's commitment to energy awareness and 
conservation. 

This initiative is one of many throughout the Navy and 
Marine Corps that will enable the Department of the Navy to 
achieve the Secretary of the Navy's energy goals to improve 
our energy security and efficiency afloat and ashore, increase 
our energy independence and help lead the nation toward a 
clean energy economy. 
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39. Japan, U.S. Defense Chiefs To Hold Talks Aug. 3 In Washington 
(KYODO NEWS 25 JUL 12) 

TOKYO -- Defense Minister Satoshi Morimoto will hold 
talks with his U.S. counterpart Leon Panetta on Aug. 3 in 
Washington with the deployment of the U.S. Osprey military 
aircraft expected to top the agenda, government sources said 
Wednesday. 

Their meeting comes at a time opposition in Japan is 
mounting against the MV-22 Ospreys, 12 of which were 
unloaded Monday at the U.S. Marine Corps' Iwakuni Air 
Station in Yamaguchi Prefecture, western Japan. 

Morimoto is expected to convey to Panetta that concerns 
are growing in Japan over the tilt-rotor aircraft's safety in the 
wake of crashes in Morocco in April and in Florida in June, 
and to urge that the causes be made known as soon as 
possible, the sources said. 

Facing opposition from communities near U.S. bases that 
will accommodate the Ospreys, the Defense Ministry in Tokyo 
set up a team tasked to make an independent assessment of the 
two crashes to help allay public fears. 

"We will do our best to assess (the causes of the crashes) 
objectively as much as possible," Morimoto said at the outset 
of the team's inaugural meeting, which was open to the press. 

Final arrangements are also being made for Morimoto, 
during his three-day U.S. trip from Aug. 3, to ride on the 
Osprey, according to the sources. 

In a move suggesting that maintenance checks on the 
newly delivered Ospreys have begun, the U.S. military started 

up the propellers of one of the planes at the Iwakuni base on 
Wednesday morning. 

The aircraft, which has vertical takeoff and landing 
capabilities, will be in Iwakuni for test flights before being 
deployed to the Marines' Futenma Air Station in Ginowan, 
Okinawa Prefecture, to replace aging CH-46 helicopters. A 
total of 24 Ospreys are set to be deployed to Futenma by 2014. 

Flight operations are expected to go into full swing in 
October, but whether the central government can seek the 
consent of the local governments and residents in Yamaguchi 
and Okinawa prefectures over the deployment remains 
uncertain. 

On Wednesday afternoon, Yamaguchi Gov. Sekinari Nii 
and Iwakuni Mayor Yoshihiko Fukuda are slated to lodge their 
protests with Morimoto in Tokyo as well as Foreign Minister 
Koichiro Gemba. 

Opposition is especially strong in Okinawa also, given 
that Futenma is situated in a crowded residential district, and 
is also seen in many other parts of Japan, given that the 
Marines plan to conduct low-altitude flight training using the 
Osprey from three of Japan's four main islands -- Honshu, 
Shikoku and Kyushu. 

The Defense Ministry team, headed by Tetsuro Kuroe, 
deputy director general of the ministry's Defense Policy 
Bureau, is set to fly members soon to the United States to be 
briefed about the two recent crashes involving the Osprey. 
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The 16-member team includes officers with pilot 
experience from the ground, air, and maritime self-defense 

forces as well as officials of the defense, transport and foreign 
ministries and academics. 
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NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
40. Pentagon Sees Valve Fix To Solve F-22’s Oxygen Problem 
Oxygen Failings Of F-22 Solved, Pentagon’s Little Says 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 24 JUL 12) ... David Lerman 

The Air Force is correcting oxygen troubles on Lockheed 
Martin Corp. (LMT)’s F-22 fighter by replacing a valve in 
pressure vests worn by pilots at high altitudes, Pentagon 
spokesman George Little said. 

The announcement today was aimed at resolving a 
yearlong mystery over why at least a dozen pilots flying the F-
22 Raptor became dizzy and disoriented, a condition called 
hypoxia. 

After studying everything from hoses and masks to the 
planes’ radar-absorbing stealth skin, the Air Force determined 
the trouble was a valve in the pressure vest, Little said. 

“The valve was causing the vest to inflate and remain 
inflated under conditions where it was not designed to do so, 
thereby causing breathing problems for some pilots,” Little 
said. 

The valve is made by Gentex Corp., according to 
Lieutenant Colonel Edward Sholtis, a spokesman for the Air 
Combat Command. Lee Ann Spaulding, an executive assistant 
at closely held Gentex based in Simpson, Pennsylvania, said 
she would attempt to determine whether the company had any 
comment. 

In May, Defense Secretary Leon Panetta ordered pilots 
flying the plane made by Bethesda, Maryland-based Lockheed 
to stay at low altitudes and within proximity to a landing strip. 
The pressure vests haven’t been worn since June because of 
indications they may have been at fault. 

Lawmakers’ Concern 
Senator Mark Warner, a Virginia Democrat, and 

Representative Adam Kinzinger, an Illinois Republican, 
expressed concern two weeks ago that the mystery still hadn’t 
been solved because of two recent incidents that occurred 
when pilots weren’t wearing a vest. 

Those cases have since been explained and aren’t related 
to the early incidents, Little said. A June 26 incident at 
Langley Air Force Base in Virginia was caused by a faulty 
valve in the cockpit. A July 6 incident at Hickham Air Force 
Base in Hawaii had initially been thought to be a potential 
oxygen problem “but the issue resolved itself in flight,” Little 
said. 

Warner and Kinzinger, who have been pushing the Air 
Force for safety fixes, issued a joint statement today that 
stopped short of calling the problem solved. 

“It is promising that consultation with NASA and the 
Navy appears to be pointing the Air Force toward a potential 
solution to the F-22 oxygen-deprivation issues,” the 
lawmakers said, while urging that disciplinary actions pending 
against pilots who went public with their concerns be 
rescinded. 

‘Man-Machine Interface’ 
During the Air Force’s inquiry, officials had also studied 

whether toxins from the plane’s stealth skin had contaminated 
the oxygen breathed by pilots. 

“Oxygen contamination was ruled out,” Little said at a 
Pentagon news briefing. 

Air Force Chief of Staff General Norton Schwartz said 
the problem wasn’t caught during years of testing because of 
the plane’s complexity and a lack of expertise about what he 
called “the man-machine interface.” 

“We missed some things, bottom line,” Schwartz said 
today at a separate news conference. “There were aspects of 
this, from a physiological point of view for the aviator, that 
were not well-understood.” 

The Pentagon has spent $67 billion buying 188 of the 
supersonic jets from Lockheed, the world’s largest defense 
contractor. It plans to spend $11.7 billion to upgrade the 
planes at a time when the military is cutting spending after a 
decade of war in Iraq and Afghanistan. 

‘Hangar Queen’ 
The F-22 Raptor, which has never flown in combat, has 

been called “the most expensive, corroding hangar queen 
ever” by Arizona Senator John McCain, the top Republican on 
the Senate Armed Services Committee. 

In a sign of the military’s confidence in the plane, Panetta 
authorized the deployment of a squadron of F-22s to Kadena 
Air Base in Japan, Little said today. Those planes will fly at a 
low enough altitude so that pressure vests won’t need to be 
worn, he said. 

As another precaution, the squadron, which will depart 
within days, will be accompanied by a tanker with an F-22 
pilot on board for additional support, Schwartz said. The flight 
route will keep the aircraft within 90 minutes between 
potential landing points, he said. 

No unexplained hypoxia incident has occurred since 
March 8, Little said. The Air Force also is installing a new 
emergency oxygen system on the F-22. 

As corrective steps are taken, flight restrictions on the F-
22 will be removed in phases, Little said. 

Schwartz said the deployment to Japan is needed now 
even though the corrective actions will take more time. 

“There’s an operational requirement, and the birds are 
ready to go,” he said. 

Asked what lesson he drew from the F-22 probe, 
Schwartz, who is retiring, said, “Test. Test deep. Test 
continuously. There’s no such thing as engineering 
perfection.” 
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41. Drones Pose A Danger To Air Traffic Over Somalia, U.N. Says 
Report gives evidence of several narrowly averted catastrophes 
(WASHINGTON POST 25 JUL 12) ... Craig Whitlock 

The skies over Somalia have become so congested with 
drones that the unmanned aircraft pose a danger to air traffic 
and potentially violate a long-standing arms embargo against 
the war-torn country, according to United Nations officials. 

In a recently completed report, U.N. officials describe 
several narrowly averted disasters in which drones crashed 
into a refugee camp, flew dangerously close to a fuel dump 
and almost collided with a large passenger plane over 
Mogadishu, the capital. 

Although U.N. investigators did not directly pin the blame 
for the mishaps on the United States, the report noted that at 
least two of the unmanned aircraft appeared to be U.S.-
manufactured and suggested that Washington had been less 
than forthcoming about its drone operations in Somalia. 

The U.S. military has conducted clandestine drone flights 
over Somaliafor years as part of a broader counterterrorism 
campaign against al-Shabab, a group of Islamist fighters that 
controls much of the country and is affiliated with al-Qaeda. 

Although the drone missions have long been an open 
secret, the Obama administration acknowledged last month for 
the first time that it "is engaged in a robust range of operations 
to target al-Qaeda and associated forces, including in 
Somalia." 

The number of military drone flights over Somalia has 
increased substantially since the Air Force opened a new base 
last year in next-door Ethiopia. The military opened a similar 
base in late 2009 in the Seychelles, an Indian Ocean 
archipelago off the eastern coast of Somalia. 

Both of those operations complement a much bigger U.S. 
military drone base in Djibouti, a small country on Somalia's 
northwestern border on the Horn of Africa. 

Somalia, a failed state stricken by famine and decades of 
civil war, has been largely off-limits to U.S. ground troops 
since 1993, when Somali fighters shot down two military 
helicopters and killed 18 Americans in the "Black Hawk 
Down" debacle. 

In recent years, however, small teams of Special 
Operations forces and CIA operatives have gradually stepped 
up secret missions inside Somalia to rescue hostages and hunt 
for al-Shabab leaders. 

The U.N. Security Council imposed an arms embargo on 
Somalia in 1992, although it has carved out an exception for 
an African Union military force that has been battling al-
Shabab and propping up a transitional Somali government 
based in Mogadishu. 

The U.N. Monitoring Group on Somalia, which prepared 
the new report, said that it considered the use of drones in that 

country "a potential violation of the arms embargo" because 
the aircraft are "exclusively military" in nature. 

The Pentagon has supplied several small, hand-launched 
surveillance drones, known as Ravens, to the African Union 
troops in Somalia. But any other drones - such as the Predator 
and Reaper unmanned aircraft that the U.S. military flies at 
higher altitudes - would "be operating in violation of the 
embargo," said Matthew Bryden, a Canadian official and 
coordinator for the U.N. Monitoring Group. 

Spokesmen for the Pentagon and the State Department 
declined to comment on U.S. drone operations in Somalia. 

The U.S. military has plans to send more surveillance 
drones to Somalia. Earlier this month, the Pentagon notified 
Congress that it will give eight additional hand-launched 
Ravens to Kenyan forces deployed to Somalia as part of the 
African Union mission. 

The U.N. report said that unmanned aircraft now 
"routinely operate in Somali airspace." Confirmations are 
elusive, however, because it can be difficult for people on the 
ground to distinguish between drones and regular planes 
flying high overhead. 

The United Nations said it had documented 64 
unauthorized flights of drones, fighter jets or attack helicopters 
in Somalia since June 2011. 

At least 10 of those flights involved drones, according to 
the report, which provided dates and locations but few other 
details. U.N. officials said they catalogued the flights from 
"confidential international agency security reports" and press 
reports. 

In addition, the U.N. report presented evidence of two 
other incidents in which aircraft believed to be drones nearly 
caused catastrophes. 

The first occurred Nov. 13, when a small surveillance 
drone fitting the description of a Raven flew dangerously close 
to large fuel depots in Mogadishu kept by the United Nations 
and African Union. U.N. officials said it was unclear who was 
operating the drone. 

The second incident happened Jan. 9, when a drone flying 
above Mogadishu nearly collided with a Boeing 737 transport 
plane carrying more than 100 African Union soldiers. 

That near-miss prompted the commander of the African 
Union forces in Somalia to call an urgent meeting with partner 
countries participating in the peacekeeping mission, according 
to U.N. officials. They said the commander complained that 
the unauthorized and uncoordinated drone flights represented 
a threat to his troops and "aviation safety in general." 

A military spokesman for the African Union force did not 
respond to an e-mail Monday seeking comment. 
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42. Shinseki: Backlog Means VA Reaching More Vets 
(NAVY TIMES 24 JUL 12) ... Rick Maze 

The rising mountain of veterans’ disability claims isn’t 
the sign of a dysfunctional government, but of one that has 
greatly expanded the number of people it is trying to help, 
Veterans Affairs Department secretary Eric Shinseki said 
Tuesday. 

Appearing before the Veterans of Foreign Wars in an 
election-year address aimed at showing the best side of the 
Obama administration’s policies, Shinseki said the total 
inventory of veterans’ claims was 400,000 when the 
administration began and is about 880,000 today. 
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The growth, he said, “is what happens when we increase 
access.” While it has meant some veterans are waiting longer 
for their benefits to start, “it was the right thing to do,” he said 

“In 2009, there were over 23 million living veterans in 
this country, but only 7.4 million of them were enrolled in VA 
health care, and only 3 million were receiving compensation 
and pension benefits from VA,” he said. “We had an outreach 
problem: Many didn’t know about VA or their possible 
benefits. We had an access problem: Even if they knew about 
us, they had difficulty getting the services they needed.” 

VA is moving to take care of its expanded demand, he 
said, with goals of eliminating the backlog in disability claims 
and ending veterans’ homelessness in 2015, and expanding the 
reach of programs even more. “One-third market penetration 
is not good enough.” 

Shinseki said VA is “working hard and smart” to 
eliminate the claims backlog, with a goal by 2015 of having 
all claims processed within 125 days with 98 percent 
accuracy. 

Return to Index 
 

43. Wounded Vet's Next Steps Will Now Be A Bit Easier 
2 groups modify home of man who's endured surgeries, rehab 
(WASHINGTON POST 25 JUL 12) ... Tom Jackman 

To call Army Capt. Patrick Horan's journey from 
Baghdad to a new home in McLean "long and arduous" would 
be a massive understatement. After being shot in the head 
during a mission in July 2007, he underwent brain surgeries 
and endless rehabilitation, relearned how to walk and talk, and 
traveled the country seeing various specialists. 

But there he was Tuesday morning, emerging to a 
standing ovation from the volunteers who renovated his home, 
holding up his iPhone and taking his own photos of an 
emotional unveiling ceremony along Old Dominion Drive. His 
wife, Patty, who accompanied Horan on every halting step of 
the past five years, glowed with joy. 

The two-story house now has an elevator, an enlarged 
handicapped-accessible bathroom, railings and wider 
doorways, to make it easier for Horan, who walks with a 
brace. The house also has an improved deck, and a freshly 
mulched and weeded front and back yard. 

"It's amazing," Patty Horan said. "It's been a long journey, 
and this is a huge day of celebration. They removed half of his 
skull, part of the left side of his brain. There are fragments that 
remain lodged in his head. We didn't know if he could speak 
or walk again. In the beginning, there was little to no hope." 

Patrick Horan leaned into the microphone, grinned and 
said, "That's what they told me." 

It came together through a program for wounded veterans 
sponsored by Sears - "Heroes at Home," which has helped 
rebuild homes for more than 1,000 veterans since 2007. Sears 
worked with Rebuilding Together, a national nonprofit group 
that helps older and low-income people repair and stay in their 
homes. 

Rebuilding Together - its Arlington/Fairfax/Falls Church 
and Montgomery County chapters, particularly - lined up local 
contractors to provide free or reduced-price services for the 
Horan house. Nationally, the group helps repair 10,000 houses 
a year with the help of 200,000 volunteers, said Susan 
Hawfield, executive director of the Montgomery chapter. 

With much of Horan's rehabilitation taking place at 
Walter Reed National Military Medical Center in Bethesda, he 
and his wife had looked for a home in Montgomery County. 
But after being were outbid for a house there, they turned to 
Northern Virginia, where they found a four-bedroom home 
and bought it in February. They have a service dog now: 
Wilson. 

At Home In Virginia 
The couple has roots in Northern Virginia. Horan, 39, is 

the son of retired Fairfax County General District Court Judge 

Richard Horan, and he grew up in Springfield and graduated 
from West Springfield High School. Patty Horan lived in 
McLean until she was 12, attended Kent Gardens Elementary 
School, then moved with her family to Richmond. 

They attended Radford University, where Patrick played 
rugby and helped launch a women's rugby team. That's where 
they met, when Patty joined the women's team. Patrick entered 
the Army after graduation in 1997, and he and Patty married 
in 2000. 

After several years at Fort Lewis, Wash., and in Hawaii, 
Horan entered Officer Candidate School, was returned to Fort 
Lewis and was deployed to Iraq in 2006. On July 7, 2007, he 
was in Baghdad, working night missions to secure the streets, 
when he was struck by a sniper's bullet. It went past his left 
ear, under his helmet and exploded when it hit his skull. 

He said he was conscious for about 10 minutes, not clear 
that he'd been hit, and then rushed to a couple of field 
hospitals before being quickly flown out of Iraq. Within 48 
hours, he was in Bethesda. 

"I wouldn't have lived" if he hadn't been operated on 
promptly, Horan said. Surgeons removed his left temporal 
lobe and half his skull to allow his brain to swell to avoid 
further internal injuries. 

Richard Horan remembered walking in and seeing his son 
connected to various tubes and machines. "He was a cadaver," 
Richard Horan said. "They sent his Purple Heart with him 
because they thought he wasn't going to make it." 

He made it. But he was silent. It took a year for him to 
develop a vocabulary of 50 words, and more than two years 
before he could hold a conversation. 

"I was out of it," he recalled. He said that doctors told his 
wife to play music to stimulate his brain. "U2 - a lot of U2," 
he said. "Bruce Springsteen. Red Hot Chili Peppers. 10,000 
Maniacs. Outkast. I was into rap then." 

Patty Horan aggressively sought treatment while the 
Army dawdled, her mother and father-in-law said. A 
Washington Post series on conditions at Walter Reed helped 
loosen the strings to allow treatment at private facilities, 
Richard Horan said. 

Traveling To Therapy 
Patrick was moved to Chicago for physical therapy, then 

spent a year in a clinic near Los Angeles, then back to Walter 
Reed, to Michigan, Walter Reed, New York, Alabama and 
most recently Charlottesville, learning skills necessary for 
everyday life. 
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While he was in the Casa Colina clinic near Los Angeles, 
he met the actress and then-talk show host Bonnie Hunt. The 
couple appeared on the "Bonnie Hunt Show" in November 
2008, although Horan said he stumbled through answers, if he 
spoke at all. But at the end of the show, Hunt presented them 
with a renovation commitment from the Heroes at Home 
program, which they held onto until this year, when they 
finally got a house. 

"It's something I never thought I'd see," Patty Horan said. 
"We made it. We've weathered the storm. We're home." 

Patrick Horan said his wife had been e-mailing him 
photos of the renovation while he was in Charlottesville, and it 
was only Monday that he saw the finished product. "I was 
like, 'Wow, that's incredible.' It's gonna be nice." 
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OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
44. Pentagon's Deeper Green 
(SCRANTON TIMES TRIBUNE 24 JUL 12) ... Editorial 

Many patriots in Congress were deeply upset when they 
learned last week that the U.S. Olympic team's uniforms had 
been made in China. 

Their dismay doesn't extend as far as ensuring a secure 
domestic fuel supply for the military, however, for which 
continuing reliance on foreign producers is a matter of security 
rather than symbolism. 

Because of that security concern, the U.S. military has 
been the world's leading driver of biofuel development, on 
which the combined services spend about $500 million a year. 

The military uses about 600 million gallons of petroleum-
based fuel a year for its normal operations. In a major exercise 
near Hawaii last week, the Navy demonstrated that it can 
vastly reduce use of petroleum based fuels. With the exception 
of the nuclear-powered aircraft carrier USS Nimitz, all of the 
ships, jets and helicopters used 50-50 blends of conventional 
and biofuels. 

Meanwhile, the Air Force also has begun to incorporate 
biofuels into its stores and the Army has set a goal of being 
petroleum free by 2040. 

House and Senate Republicans have voted to remain 
committed to volatile foreign oil. Due to low oil prices, the 
Navy spent more on biofuels for the exercise than for oil-
based fuels. But as Navy Secretary Ray Mabus said, continued 
military commitment to biofuels will drive down their price, 
particularly because successful military use will lead to 
broader commercial use. 

"We're not doing it to be faddish, we're not doing it to be 
green," Mr. Mabus said. "We're not doing it for any other 
reason except it takes care of a military vulnerability that we 
have." 

It doesn't resolve the political vulnerability created by the 
military moving away from the oil industry, though. Members 
of Congress need to decide whether a renewable, reliable 
domestic energy source is more important than their ties to the 
oil industry. 

Return to Index 
 

45. What Iran Sanctions Can And Can't Do 
Sanctions may not bring the mullahs to heel on nuclear arms, but they can help topple the regime. 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 25 JUL 12) ... Emanuele Ottolenghi 

Ordinary Iranians are having to tighten their belts since 
the European Union's oil embargo came into force on July 1. 
The decades of economic mismanagement by Iran's 
authoritarian leaders have culminated in five years of 
increasingly stern sanctions that are crippling Iran's economy. 
And notwithstanding the regime's defiant dismissal of their 
impact, sanctions have left many Iranian families with empty 
bank accounts and hollow stomachs. 

While government fat cats are unaffected, ordinary 
Iranians must contend every day with a currency devalued by 
hyperinflation and an official unemployment rate of 29.1% for 
people under 25. (Some analysts believe the rate is twice as 
high.) And things are about to get worse. The threat of further 
sanctions in the wake of the oil embargo, and a new U.S. ban 
on doing business with Iran's central bank, won't only affect 
Iran's energy sector. 

It's not just in their quality of life that ordinary Iranians 
are suffering. The state has long lost any legitimacy through 
its censorship and human-rights abuses. In recent weeks, 
special forces have begun to enforce the ban against satellite 
dishes with new intensity. Moreover, new raids on 
coffeehouses and stricter clothing regulations have 

exasperated an already frustrated population. A brain drain 
now threatens Iran's ability to compete in the modern world. 

Meanwhile, the regime's paranoid obsession with dark 
international conspiracies continues. Government officials 
blame "Zionist bankers" for the global economic downturn 
and impute a fierce drought in the country's southern districts 
to a "soft war" waged by the West. 

In a functioning democracy, an ill economy and an 
increasingly disaffected population would trigger a change of 
government, a drastic reassessment of national priorities, or 
both. In Iran, the state can only try to pin the blame elsewhere, 
inventing enemies at home and conspiracies abroad while the 
house burns down around it. 

Given the nuclear threat, however, Western powers 
dealing with Iran seem content to reach an agreement with this 
ruthless regime. Their strategic priorities are understandable 
but shortsighted. 

For the West, the best way out of the current impasse is 
not an agreement that might give the state a lifeline, but a 
popular uprising in the pattern of the Arab Spring. Triggered 
by growing economic distress, such an event could topple 
Iran's radical and irresponsible regime, allowing the 
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emergence of leaders committed to democracy and ready to 
uphold Iran's international obligations in a transparent fashion. 

Skeptics will assert that betting on such a scenario is a 
fool's errand. Three years ago, the regime successfully crushed 
post-election protests that the Obama administration could not 
bring itself to support. But betting on Tehran's continued 
stability under present conditions may be no safer. 

Stronger sanctions will not persuade the regime to accept 
compromise over its nuclear program, as they were initially 
designed to do. A paranoid and oppressive regime is, after all, 
not likely to act reasonably at the negotiating table. 

Instead, sanctions serve a better role as a tool to 
precipitate the regime's collapse. When the oil embargo was 
adopted, skeptics both feared a dramatic price hike and 
doubted that an embargo would work without China and India 
on board. Six months later and with the help of lower global 
oil prices, Iran's oil sales are down by more than a third. 

Iran's automotive industry's sales are down by 36%, with 
500,000 jobs in jeopardy as a result of sanctions. Layoffs at 

factories are routine. The country's exports are rapidly 
declining. Even innocent sectors such as carpet sales are 
suffering. Sanctions must pile on the pressure—not because 
the regime will eventually compromise, but because ordinary 
Iranians will blame their rulers for the suffering they must 
endure on account of their nuclear follies. 

For too long, the West has ignored Iran's opposition, 
preferring a deal with the regime. After nine years of 
negotiations, there is no deal to be had. 

The West should finally abandon its hesitation and more 
openly and aggressively support efforts by Iran's opposition to 
bring about change inside their country. The sooner Iran's 
regime collapses, the better. The better-prepared Western 
powers are when that happens, the less likely a transition is to 
result in chaos and create a breeding ground for extremism. 

Mr. Ottolenghi is a senior fellow at the Foundation for 
Defense of Democracies. 
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46. Region Needs U.S. To Counter Rising Chinese Power 
Australian policymakers face a challenging balancing act 
(CANBERRA TIMES (AUSTRALIA) 24 JUL 12) ... Benjamin Herscovitch 

As China continues to rise in the face of North Atlantic 
decline, it is again flexing its geo-political muscle. 

The Middle Kingdom has forcefully reiterated territorial 
claims to the bulk of the resource-rich South China Sea 
through bold gunboat diplomacy. China only recently stepped 
back from a month of naval brinksmanship with the 
Philippines over Scarborough Shoal. Added to this, the 
Chinese military has authorised the deployment of a garrison 
to Sansha, the newly created local government unit that will 
administer territory claimed by Brunei, Malaysia, the 
Philippines, Taiwan and Vietnam. The latest flare-up in the 
South China Sea dispute once more raises the dilemma of how 
far Chinese power should be accommodated and at what point 
China's ambitions should be contained. 

This is not an academic question for Australia. Australia's 
decision to station up to 2500 U.S. Marines in Darwin on a 
rotating basis was perceived by Beijing as complicity in a U.S. 
attempt to contain China. Cui Tiankai, China's Vice Foreign 
Minister, recently launched thinly veiled criticisms at 
Australia's deepening military ties with Washington, 
cautioning against “the resurgence of a Cold War mentality”. 
Such Chinese hypersensitivity has raised doubts about the 
wisdom of our intimate security relationship with the United 
States, China's principal geostrategic competitor. 
Commentators like ANU professor Hugh White and former 
chief of army Peter Leahy have suggested that our U.S. 
security partnership risks straining Australia-China relations. 

As high stakes as this policy problem might be, White, 
Leahy and others are wrong to worry. Just as surely as we 
must accommodate China's growing military and economic 
footprint, Chinese ambitions should be contained through an 
ongoing and substantial U.S. military presence in the Asia-
Pacific. Accommodating China is not just a matter of 
principle; it is a necessity. The International Monetary Fund 
predicts that China's share of world GDP will equal the U.S. 
share by 2014, and by 2050, China's economy will be double 

that of America's. With wealth comes the means to acquire 
military power. 

The Pentagon estimates that after increasing military 
spending by 11.2 per cent in March, China's total military 
budget is between $U.S.120 billion and $U.S.180 billion. 
Irrespective of the exact number, China is already the world's 
second- largest defence spender and is expected to reach U.S. 
levels by around 2025. Although we should not seek to check 
this growing Chinese power at every turn, China cannot 
expect its power to go entirely unchecked. The push to 
counteract Chinese power will admittedly be driven by a U.S. 
desire to not cede military pre- eminence to a would-be Asian 
superpower. The commitment to U.S. military primacy is 
bipartisan in the United States. In his State of the Union 
address this year, President Obama rebuffed any suggestion of 
U.S. decline, while Mitt Romney, the presumptive Republican 
presidential nominee, continues to call for an “American 
Century”. 

Australia is therefore serving the U.S. goal of maintaining 
its military primacy by being part of U.S. attempts to 
counteract Chinese power in the Asia-Pacific. However, 
despite Chinese rhetoric at its most caustic painting Australia 
as a U.S. lackey, Asian nations also support the U.S. “pivot” 
to Asia. From south-east Asia to north Asia, the consensus is 
that great benefits flow from a large U.S. security presence in 
the region. As Kantathi Suphamongkhon, former Thai foreign 
minister, recently indicated, the Association of South-East 
Asian Nations has always wanted the United States in the 
region “as a force for stability”. 

Similarly, Japanese Defence Minister Satoshi Morimoto 
has said that the Japanese-U.S. alliance “plays an extremely 
important role in promoting peace and stability in the Asia-
Pacific region”. Containment versus accommodation is an 
exciting prism through which to view the rise of China. It 
makes for poor foreign policy though. Australia's stance 
should be neither unyielding containment nor endlessly pliant 
accommodation. As difficult as determining the right balance 
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of accommodation and containment might be, it is far from an 
intractable policy dilemma. It is rather, as it ever was, just the 
stuff of difficult foreign policy planning. 

Benjamin Herscovitch is a policy analyst at the Centre for 
Independent Studies and was previously a Desk Officer at the 
Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade. 
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This Week in the War of 1812: 
On June 28, 1814, USS Wasp, under Master Commandant Johnston Blakely, met HMS Reindeer during its 
raid of British waters at the mouth of the English Channel. The subsequent battle lasted only 20 minutes, 
during which British Cmdr. William Manners was killed as he ordered his men to board Wasp. More than 
half of the British crew was killed or wounded, while the American ship only lost 15 percent of its men. The 
British vessel sustained so much damage that Blakely ordered it burned the following day. For more 
information on the War of 1812, visit hhttttpp::////wwwwww..oouurrffllaaggwwaassssttiilllltthheerree..oorrgg// 
 

TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Navy Secretary To Host USS Colorado Naming Ceremony 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 21 JUN 12) ... Defense Media Activity - Navy 

WASHINGTON -- Secretary of the Navy Ray Mabus will host a ship naming ceremony in honor of USS Colorado, June 25, at 2 
p.m. MST at the Colorado State Capitol Building in, Denver, Colo. 

 
2. New Naval Ship To Bear Name Of Sioux City 
(KTIV NBC SIOUX CITY (IA) 23 JUN 12) ... Jacob Peklo 

SIOUX CITY, Iowa -- It's not often that the U.S. Secretary of the Navy comes to town. 
 

3. Largest-Ever RIMPAC Headed To Isles 
(HONOLULU STAR-ADVERTISER 23 JUN 12) ... William Cole 

Pearl Harbor, and by extension Waikiki, are about to become very busy places. 
 

4. E-7 Explosion 
Chance to make chief up nearly 6 percentage points fleetwide 
(NAVY TIMES 2 JUL 12) ... Mark D. Faram 

There are 18,507 eligible active duty first classes up for chief this year and a whopping 24 percent, or 4,434, of them will 
advance. 

 
5. Freedom Of The Oceans Preserves Many Jobs 
(BIRMINGHAM (AL) NEWS 24 JUN 12) ... Frank Ponds 

The second full week of June was "Navy Week" in Alabama, an opportunity to show what Alabama means to the Navy and what 
the Navy does for the people of Alabama. 

 

CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
6. S.Korea, U.S. Launch Major Naval Exercise 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESS 23 JUN 12) 

SEOUL — South Korea and the United States on Saturday launched a massive naval exercise in the tense Yellow Sea, ahead of 
the 62nd anniversary Monday of the outbreak of the Korean War, a spokesman said. 

 
7. George Washington Carrier Strike Group Operations In The Yellow Sea 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 23 JUN 12) ... Fleet Public Affairs 

USS BLUE RIDGE, At Sea -- U.S. Navy is conducting routine carrier operations in international waters west of the Korean 
Peninsula June 23-25. 
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8. Navy Amphibious Group Back After Deployment 
After Dropping Off Marines, USS Makin Island, USS Pearl Harbor & USS New Orleans Return Home 
(KGTV ABC SAN DIEGO 22 JUN 12) ... Hannah Mullins 

SAN DIEGO -- The amphibious ready group led by the USS Makin Island brought about 1,700 Sailors home to San Diego Friday 
following a seven-month deployment in the Western Pacific and Middle East. 

 
9. Week Of Hellos, Goodbyes For Navy 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 23 JUN 12) ... Gary Robbins 

Lots of warships have been coming and going over the past week as the Navy and Marines began and ended deployments. Here's 
a recap of what's been happening. 

 
10. HSL 42 Detachment 7 Begins Final Deployment With SH-60B Seahawk 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 22 JUN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class William Jamieson, USS Jason Dunham Public 
Affairs 

USS JASON DUNHAM, At Sea -- Helicopter Anti-submarine Squadron Light (HSL) 42 Detachment 7 "Proud Warriors," begin 
its last deployment while embarked aboard guided-missile destroyer USS Jason Dunham (DDG 109), June 22. 

 
11. MCMs Arrive In U.S. 5th Fleet 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 24 JUN 12) ... U.S. Naval Forces Central Command Public Affairs 

MANAMA, Bahrain -- Four U.S. Navy mine countermeasures (MCM) ships arrived in the U.S. 5th Fleet area of operations 
aboard M/V Tern, June 23. 

 
12. U.S. Marines Access Navy Tomahawks In Exercise 
(DEFENSE NEWS 25 JUN 12) ... Gidget Fuentes 

OCEANSIDE, Calif. – A recent live-fire exercise off the coast of California gave a small team of U.S. Marines access to a 
formidable weapon system: a submarine-launched Tomahawk cruise missile. 

 
13. U.S. Seeks Return To SE Asian Bases 
Strategy response to rising China; Increased access sought to sites in 3 countries 
(WASHINGTON POST 23 JUN 12) ... Craig Whitlock 

As the Obama administration revamps its Asian strategy in response to a rising China, the U.S. military is eyeing a return to some 
familiar bases from its last conflict in the region — the Vietnam War. 

 

GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
14. Turkey Asks NATO To Meet Over Syrian Downing Of Airplane 
‘Act of war’ could open the door for military intervention 
(WASHINGTON POST 25 JUN 12) ... Liz Sly 

BEIRUT — Turkey on Sunday summoned its NATO allies for emergency consultations on the downing by Syria of one of its 
warplanes, a move that potentially opens the door to international military intervention in the Syrian crisis for the first time. 

 
15. Jet Incident Shows Syria's Defences Capable, Jumpy 
(REUTERS 24 JUN 12) ... Peter Apps 

LONDON -- While the exact circumstances remain far from clear, the shooting down of a Turkish warplane shows Syria's 
military to be capable, extremely jumpy and increasingly drawn into confrontation with its most powerful neighbour. 

 
16. As Hopes For Reform Fade In Bahrain, Protesters Turn Anger On United States 
(NEW YORK TIMES 24 JUN 12) ... Kareem Fahim 

MANAMA, Bahrain – In a dark alleyway of a low-slung suburb here, two dozen protesters gathered quietly and prepared to 
march toward a United States naval base. A teenager wrapped his scarf close to his mouth, bracing for tear gas. A man peeked out of 
his doorway, holding his infant daughter above his head, to show her a ritual of defiance that has become a grinding way of life. 

 
17. Russia’s Yaroslav Mudry Warship To Join Baltic Sea Drills 
(RIA NOVOSTI 24 JUN 12) 

MOSCOW/KALININGRAD -- Russia's Yaroslav Mudry frigate will join the FRUKUS international naval drills that will kick off 
in the Baltic Sea on Sunday, a Russian Defense Ministry spokesman said. 
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18. Senior Leaders: Now Is The Time For Law Of The Sea Treaty Ratification 
(NEW LONDON DAY 25 JUN 12) ... Jennifer McDermott 

Treaty regulates ocean resources and uses; U.S. only Arctic nation that hasn't signed 
 

19. China, N. Korea Wary Of U.S. Naval Exercises 
(STARS AND STRIPES 25 JUN 12) ... Jon Rabiroff and Yoo Kyong Chang 

ABOARD THE USS GEORGE WASHINGTON — U.S. officials say the USS George Washington is in the Yellow Sea for 
exercises they describe as routine, but China and North Korea have expressed concern at the proximity to their territorial waters and 
analysts say the aircraft carrier's presence symbolizes the shift in U.S. military focus toward the Asia-Pacific. 

 
20. China Tightening Grip on Spratlys 
(PHILIPPINE STAR 23 JUN 12) ... Pia Lee-Brago 

MANILA, Philippines - China has set up a new “prefecture level” city called Sansha to administer three disputed islands in the 
West Philippine Sea (South China Sea), according to Chinese state-owned Xinhua news agency. 

 
21. Missteps Plague South Korean Fighter Jet Contest 
(DEFENSE NEWS 23 JUN 12) ... Jung Sung-Ki 

SEOUL, South Korea — South Korea’s multi-billion-dollar project to acquire 60 new combat aircraft is facing delays following 
controversies over the fighter jet evaluation methods and mistakes in how the bids were submitted. 

 
22. Japan Strives To Overcome Defense Industrial Base ‘Crisis’ 
(DEFENSE NEWS 24 JUN 12) ... Paul Kallender-Umezu 

TOKYO — Japan’s defense industrial base, facing years of declining spending and export restrictions, faces a “crisis” and must 
urgently restructure in conjunction with Defense Ministry leadership, according to results of a six-month study. 

 
23. Somali Pirates Battled In London As Banks Curb Dollar Supply 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 22 JUN 12) ... Michelle Wiese Bockmann 

The fight against Somali pirates, responsible for hijacking about 170 vessels in four years, is starting to draw in British banks, 
until now a major source of the stacks of dollars used to pay ransoms. 

 

PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
24. Panetta: Junior Leaders Can Stop Suicides 
(NAVY TIMES 22 JUN 12) ... Patricia Kime 

Defense Secretary Leon Panetta said Friday that preventing suicides is a foremost leadership responsibility shouldered by all 
commanders, but especially by junior leader, non-commissioned officers and petty officers with direct oversight over troops. 

 
25. Services Fight Rising Suicide Figures With Increased Outreach 
(NAVY TIMES 2 JUL 12) ... Patricia Kime 

Amid record suicides this year, the services continue to develop prevention programs that stress leadership and encourage service 
members to reach out for help. 

 
26. Quadrennial Review Of Military Compensation 
Combat Pay Fairness System Should Reward Higher Risk, Report Says 
(NAVY TIMES 02 JUL 12) ... Andrew Tilghman 

The military's current framework for compensating troops in combat is broken and needs to be radically overhauled, according to 
the newly released 11th Quadrennial Review of Military Compensation. 

 
27. Navy Recognizes First Woman Officer To Serve On Sub And Earn ‘Dolphin Pin’ 
(WASHINGTON TIMES 23 JUN 12) ... Kristina Wong- 

A Navy lieutenant from Wisconsin on Friday became the first woman to serve on a Navy submarine and earn her “dolphin pin,” a 
designation of her qualifications to work aboard subs. 

 
28. Mending The Mind 
Concussion care center in Afghanistan offers full treatment for troops 
(STARS AND STRIPES 25 JUN 12) ... Laura Rauch 

CAMP LEATHERNECK, Afghanistan — Marine Sgt. Albert Carls can endure just about anything the war dishes out, except 
being pulled from his unit. 

 



 

4 
 

29. Airman, Partner United In Civil Union at NJ Base 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 24 JUN 12) 

WRIGHTSTOWN, N.J. – An Air Force airman and his partner have been united in a civil union ceremony held at the military 
base where the airman is stationed. 

 
30. Navy SEAL Takes On New Mission — College 
USD freshman, deployed 7 times, wants to graduate in 3 years 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 23 JUN 12) ... Jeanette Steele 

Navy SEAL Joseph Molina walked onto the University of San Diego campus as a 32-year-old college freshman with a shaved 
head and seven deployments under his belt. 

 
31. VA Care Extended To Camp Lejeune Water Victims 
(NAVY TIMES 22 JUN 12) ... Rick Maze 

Congressional negotiators have taken a big leap in expanding veterans’ health care by proposing Veterans Affairs Department 
treatment for veterans and dependents exposed to contaminated well water at Camp Lejeune, N.C. 

 

FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
32. Gender-Neutral Ford Layout Nixes Urinals 
Berthing plan focuses on mid-sized rooms 
(NAVY TIMES 2 JUL 12) ... Joshua Stewart 

For the first time, the Navy has designed an aircraft carrier with women in mind. 
 

33. Navy Developing Flexrotor UAV For Small Ships 
(NAVY TIMES 23 JUN 12) ... Joshua Stewart 

The Office of Naval Research is working on a long-range unmanned surveillance aircraft that can take off and land like a 
helicopter even in heavy seas and fit on vessels too small for larger drones. 

 
34. Pentagon Tests New Way Of Estimating Program Costs 
(DEFENSE NEWS 23 JUN 12) ... Sarah Chacko 

The Pentagon is putting its new weapons cost-cutting strategy to its first big test as it negotiates with Lockheed Martin over the 
price of the next batch of F-35 Joint Strike Fighters (JSF). 

 
35. Lockheed, Machinists Reach Tentative Agreement 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 24 JUN 12) 

FORT WORTH, Texas -- After more than two months on strike, Lockheed Martin machinists are expected to vote this week on a 
new labor contract after a tentative deal was reached with the company. 

 
36. Shipyard Executive: Defense Cuts Will Hurt, Just Not Right Away 
(NEWPORT NEWS DAILY PRESS 25 JUN 12) ... Michael Welles Shapiro 

Newport News Shipbuilding has several years worth of work under contract, a buffer against the deep defense cuts that some 
defense contractors are bracing for in January, according to a company executive. 

 
37. Big Deal To Stave Off Cuts Is Elusive 
(POLITICO 24 JUN 12) ... Seung Min Kim and Austin Wright 

Congress agrees on at least this much: The massive spending cuts set to hit the Pentagon next year must be stopped. 
 

38. Contractors Target Security Spending 
(DEFENSE NEWS 24 JUN 12) ... ZACHARY FRYER-BIGGS 

Defense may be lagging, but some companies see an opportunity in technologies that can be marketed as protective tools to both 
the U.S. Department of Defense and the Department of Homeland Security. 

 

BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
39. Anticipation Sky High For Blue Angels 
Next weekend's event is final show scheduled at Pease Tradeport 
(PORTSMOUTH (NH) HERALD 24 JUN 12) ... Charles McMahon 

PORTSMOUTH — For the last two years, Seacoast residents have been spoiled with the sights and sounds of some of the most 
renowned pilots and aviation performers the world has to offer. 
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40. Budget Mess Could Imperil San Diego Military Assets 
Business groups join forces to raise concerns about looming defense cuts 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 23 JUN 12) ... Jeanette Steele 

Four San Diego business groups have united to sound the alarm bell that looming defense cuts could cripple the regional 
economy, where 142,000 people get Pentagon or Veterans Affairs paychecks and another 169,000 jobs are tied to military spending. 

 
41. Defense Cuts Threaten Seacoast 
Analyst: Consequences of sequestration would be severe 
(PORTSMOUTH (NH) HERALD 24 JUN 12) ... Deborah McDermott 

There is an economic "tsunami" building in strength and getting set to crash over the still-fragile American economy come 
January. And it could take as many as 2 million jobs with it. 

 
42. A Photo Worth A Thousand Words 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 24 JUN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Randy J. Savarese, Enterprise Carrier Strike Group 
Public Affairs 

USS ENTERPRISE, At sea -- Aviation Ordnancemen (AO) assigned to aircraft carrier USS Enterprise (CVN 65) and Carrier Air 
Wing (CVW) 1 came together June 22 for a photo on the flight deck spelling out the name of a young boy diagnosed with terminal 
cancer. 

 
43. Donation Ceremony Held For Children Of The Philippines 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 23 JUN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Clay M. Whaley, Navy Public Affairs Support 
Element West 

CALBAYOG, Philippines -- Staff members supporting Pacific Partnership 2012 (PP12) held a donation ceremony at the 
Calbayog Special Education (SPED) Center in the Philippines June 22 as part of PP12. 

 
44. Council Grills Navy Skipper On AICUZ 
After years of loyalty, the city notes fissures in its relationship with the Navy as the disagreement over 
expanding a North Island crash zone continues. 
(CORONADO (CA) PATCH 22 JUN 12) ... Gloria Tierney 

First the City Council gave Captain Yancy Lindsey the key to the city. Then they raked him over the coals. 
 

NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
45. No Order From Top Brass For Gay Pride Observance At Pentagon 
Panetta Not Ordering Gay Pride Events 
(WASHINGTON TIMES 25 JUN 12) ... Rowan Scarborough 

Defense Secretary Leon E. Panetta is not requiring commands and agencies to hold gay pride events this month, even as the 
Pentagon prepares for its first celebration on Tuesday of gays serving openly in the ranks. 

 
46. At Ntelos, Phish Enlists One Of The Navy's Top Brass 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 23 JUN 12) ... Mike Gruss 

"A very dear friend." That's how Trey Anastasio introduced his special guest at Tuesday's Phish concert. Gears on trumpet. 
 

47. Aboard Iwo Jima, Female Sailors Now Get Their Cut 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 25 JUN 12) ... Kate Wiltrout 

The 2,900 Sailors and Marines aboard the amphibious assault ship Iwo Jima have precious few creature comforts. They've been 
away from their families for almost three months. Daytime temperatures in the Gulf of Aden regularly top 110 degrees. And so-called 
"Navy showers" - where you turn on water only for the beginning and end of the bathing process - don't offer much respite. 

 
48. Week In Review Jun. 16, 2012 – Jun. 22, 2012 
(YOUTUBE 22 JUN 12) ... U.S. Navy 

Welcome to this week's U.S. Navy multimedia production featuring selected images from around the fleet received during the 
week of Jun. 16, 2012 – Jun. 22, 2012. 
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OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
49. The LOST Sinkhole 
(WASHINGTON POST 24 JUN 12) ... George F. Will 

There they go again. Like those who say climate change is an emergency too obvious and urgent to allow for debate, some 
proponents of the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea, a.k.a. the Law of the Sea Treaty (LOST), say arguments against 
it are nonexistent. Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton says any such arguments “no longer exist and truly cannot even be taken 
with a straight face.” Favoring condescension over persuasion, she ridicules people who she says think that, because the treaty was 
negotiated under U.N. auspices, “the black helicopters are on their way.” 

 
50. China Starts To Claim The Seas 
The U.S. sends a signal of weakness over the Scarborough Shoal. 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 25 JUN 12) ... Max Boot 

The hardheaded case for President Obama's foreign policy rests on twin pillars: He is a tough commander in chief who does not 
hesitate to slay the nation's enemies, and he is "pivoting" from the Middle East to East Asia to confront the No. 1 threat to American 
power—China. There is some truth to both claims, but their essential hollowness has been revealed by a little-noticed defeat the U.S. 
has just suffered in a place few Americans have ever heard of. 

 
51. Nine Dragons Stir Up S. China Sea 
(SINGAPORE STRAITS TIMES25 JUN 12) ... Michael Richardson 

CHINA could easily grab control of the disputed Scarborough Shoal fishing grounds in the South China Sea using its increasingly 
modern and powerful armed forces. 

 
52. Combat Pay Fixes Fall Short 
(NAVY TIMES 02 JUL 12) ... Editorial 

The Pentagon’s Quadrennial Review of Military Compensation seeks to bring a new element of fairness to combat pay and makes 
great strides. But the plan falls short of being a total solution. 

 
53. War Stories Remind Us Who We Are, Shape Where We’re Going 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 23 JUN 12) ... Cmdr. Patricia Reily, USN Ret. 

Why is it still important to commemorate World War II battles? Or any battles from history for that matter? 
 

54. The Navy Attacks Character Failures 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 25 JUN 12) ... Editorials 

A doubling of the number of commanding officers dismissed for personal misconduct ranging from alcohol abuse to 
fraternization indicates a new need for the Navy to pinpoint how and why those leaders strayed. 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Navy Secretary To Host USS Colorado Naming Ceremony 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 21 JUN 12) ... Defense Media Activity - Navy 

WASHINGTON -- Secretary of the Navy Ray Mabus will 
host a ship naming ceremony in honor of USS Colorado, June 
25, at 2 p.m. MST at the Colorado State Capitol Building in, 
Denver, Colo. 

Colorado, a Virginia-class submarine designated SSN 
788, is the fourth ship to bear the name and the third to be 
named for the state. The second ship was a battleship that 
stood as the lead ship of her class, participated in the Tarawa 
invasion and suffered two kamikaze hits while supporting the 
landings at Leyte Gulf in November 1944. 

This next-generation attack submarine will provide the 
Navy with the capabilities required to maintain the nation's 
undersea supremacy well into the 21st century. Virginia-class 
submarines will have enhanced stealth, sophisticated 
surveillance capabilities, and special warfare enhancements 
that will enable them to meet the Navy's multi-mission 
requirements. 

The future USS Colorado will have the capability to 
attack targets ashore with highly accurate Tomahawk cruise 
missiles and conduct covert long-term surveillance of land 
area, littoral waters or other sea-based forces. Other missions 
include anti-submarine and anti-ship warfare; mine delivery 
and minefield mapping. It is also designed for special forces 
delivery and support. 

SSN 788 will be built at Electric Boat in Groton, Conn 
and will be 7,800 tons and 377 feet in length, have a beam of 
34 feet and operate at more than 25 knots submerged. It is 
designed with a nuclear reactor plant that will not require 
refueling during the planned life of the ship, reducing lifecycle 
costs while increasing underway time. Virginia-class 
submarines are built under a unique teaming arrangement 
between General Dynamics Electric Boat and Huntington 
Ingalls Industries-Newport News. 

Return to Index 
 

2. New Naval Ship To Bear Name Of Sioux City 
(KTIV NBC SIOUX CITY (IA) 23 JUN 12) ... Jacob Peklo 

SIOUX CITY, Iowa -- It's not often that the U.S. 
Secretary of the Navy comes to town. 

"Thank y'all so much for being patient. We had a little 
weather that we had to fly around, which was better than 
flying through," said Ray Mabus. 

But rain or shine, Mabus says he was determined to meet 
the people, who exemplify the courage and makeup of the ship 
that will bear its name. 

"And that's the type of character that will sail in the USS 
Sioux City," said Mabus. 

Iowa Congressman Steve King remembers how Sioux 
City helped respond to the disastrous flooding of 2011. 

"Building dikes, building levees, doing all kinds of 
emergency work preparing for high water," said King. 

It was that type of dedication that made the name 
selection an easy choice. 

"That dedication of this community was the embodiment 
of the spirit that I think brought about the honor today of the 
announcement that there will be a ship named after Sioux 
City, Iowa," said King. 

Council member John Fitch says the naming of the ship 
follows a steady tradition of those from Sioux City that have 
served. 

"It makes me proud. It makes me feel good. It makes me 
remember and appreciate all the sacrifices that others have 
made for us," said Fitch. 

Mabus says it's important to stay in contact with the 
military and show support for them. 

"To be in touch with the young men and women who will 
serve on it. To make sure that when Sioux City goes to sea, it 
carries part of Sioux City with it," said Mabus 

And that dedication to their country can unite an entire 
area. 

"No matter what branch of the service you might be in, 
this is something the whole community would be proud of," 
said Fitch. 

They will begin building the USS Sioux City next year. It 
will officially join the fleet in 2016. 

Navy officials say it's a ship that will be in service for 
decades. 

View Clip (RT: 2:28) 
Photo Gallery - Navy Secretary Introduces The USS 

Sioux City 
(SIOUX CITY (IA) JOURNAL 23 JUN 12) Lauren Mills 
View Gallery (5 Photos) 
By 2017, USS South Dakota To Prowl Seas 
(SIOUX FALLS (SD) ARGUS LEADER 23 JUN 12) Jon 

Sneve 
In 2017, a $2 billion, nuclear-powered Navy submarine 

will bear the name South Dakota. 
Secretary of the Navy Ray Mabus, the highest officer in 

the Navy, hosted a naming ceremony Saturday afternoon with 
Gov. Dennis Daugaard and Lieutenant Gov. Matt Michels at 
the USS South Dakota Battleship Memorial in Sioux Falls to 
commemorate plans to build the Virginia-class attack 
submarine. 

“During her service, USS South Dakota can go from the 
west Pacific to the north Atlantic under the Arctic ice doing an 
amazing variety of extraordinary missions,” Mabus said. 
“These attack submarines, like South Dakota, are an amazing 
success story. They’re all coming in under budget and ahead 
of schedule.” 

Construction of South Dakota will begin in 2013 and will 
be built in Groton, Conn. 

Ship naming is solely under the purview of the Navy 
secretary. Mabus considered states that had gone a significant 
length of time without a vessel named after them and the 
caliber of people within states. 

“I get a lot of recommendations from a lot of different 
sources,” he said after the ceremony. “One of the things I look 
at is places in America that have been incredibly supportive of 
the military and who have not had a ship named for them in 
quite a while.” 
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When the SSN-790 submarine is finished in 2017, it will 
have been 69 years since the USS South Dakota battleship, 
which spent combat time in both the Pacific and Atlantic 
oceans in World War II, docked for the last time in 1947. 

A Navy man himself, Michels was visibly excited about 
the prospects of a submarine in his home state’s name during 
the ceremony. 

“When we look at how proud we are as South Dakotans, 
whether it’s Navy, Marines, Army, Coast Guard or Air Force, 
in defending our freedom, we are one brother and sisterhood,” 
he said. “We understand in our small state that our liberties are 
only one generation away from being curtailed if it weren’t for 
(the Armed Forces). 

Daugaard said he’s looking forward to seeing South 
Dakota in the water in 2017, and, if he’s still governor, would 
like to be the one to christen it. 

“I don’t know if it’s typically a woman that does it, but if 
it’s not, I’d like to be the one to do it,” he said jokingly. 

Navy Secretary Announces New USS Indiana Sub 
(WTHR NBC INDIANAPOLIS 22 JUN 12) 
INDIANAPOLIS --- The Secretary of the Navy was in 

Indianapolis Friday morning for a ship-naming ceremony. 
The ceremony at the Indianapolis War Memorial 

announced a third ship to be named for the state. An attack 
submarine will now bear the name of Indiana. 

The first two to share the name were battleships. One 
earned nine battle stars for service in World War Two. 

"Since she was decommissioned in 1947, the name 
Indiana has not graced our fleet and I'm glad we've changed 
that today. Construction will begin later this year on SSN-789, 
the new Indiana. She's scheduled to arrive in the fleet in 
2017," said Ray Mabus, Secretary of the Navy. 

The attack submarine will have enhanced stealth and 
special warfare enhancements that will enable them to meet 
the Navy's multi-mission requirements 

Broadcast Clip - U.S. Navy Officially Names USS 
Indiana Submarine 

(WIBC FM RADIO INDIANAPOLIS 22 JUN 12) Mike 
Wilson 

Listen to Audio (RT: 0:36) 
Naming Ceremony Held For USS Illinois 
(WREX NBC ROCKFORD (IL) 22 JUN 12) 
CHICAGO -- One of the U.S. Navy's newest vessels will 

be named after the State of Illinois. 
Governor Pat Quinn and Secretary of the Navy Ray 

Mabus were on hand to celebrate the naming of the first 
modern Navy vessel to be named after the State of Illinois. 
The USS Illinois is an attack submarine that will be able to 
maneuver in deep ocean warfare as well in shallow operations. 
The submarine is nuclear-powered and features high-
resolution cameras instead of periscopes. The USS Illinois and 
the rest of its fleet are said to be the most advanced 
submarines in the world. 

"I chose to name this submarine in honor of the U.S. 
Navy's longstanding relationship with Illinois," Secretary 
Mabus said. "A special bond exists between a state and her 
namesake. I am confident the people of the great state of 
Illinois will continue their strong support of our military 
through their relationship with the USS Illinois and all those 
who sail in her." 

The only Recruit Training Command in the country, the 
Naval Station Great Lakes, is located in Illinois. Around 
37,000 people complete the requirements to become Navy 
Sailors there each year. 

The USS Illinois will join the naval fleet in 2015. 
Return to Index 
 

3. Largest-Ever RIMPAC Headed To Isles 
(HONOLULU STAR-ADVERTISER 23 JUN 12) ... William Cole 

Pearl Harbor, and by extension Waikiki, are about to 
become very busy places. 

Military ships, planes and personnel from 22 nations are 
converging on Hawaii for the largest-ever Rim of the Pacific 
naval exercises and war games in and around the islands. 

This year's RIMPAC exercise, the 23rd in a series that 
began in 1971, is scheduled for Wednesday to Aug. 7. 

The 22 participating nations number eight more than two 
years ago, when the last of the biennial exercises was held in 
Hawaii, a sign of the growing attention being paid to events in 
Asia and the Pacific. 

The list of firepower and people is impressive: Some 42 
surface ships, six submarines, more than 200 aircraft and 
25,000 personnel are taking part in RIMPAC. 

Two big-deck U.S. Navy shipsthe aircraft carrier Nimitz 
and amphibious assault ship Essexwill be the centerpieces of 
the war games as they launch aircraft and fend off mock 
attacks by submarines and simulated missiles. 

Marines will launch amphibious assault vehicles from the 
Essex and hit the beach with support from helicopters. 

In Washington state last week, the oiler Henry J. Kaiser 
loaded up 900,000 gallons of a 50/50 blend of traditional 
petroleum-based fuel and biofuel made from waste cooking oil 

and algae oil for a demonstration of the "Great Green Fleet" 
during RIMPAC. 

The Pearl Harbor destroyers Chung-Hoon and Chafee will 
be among ships testing the biofuel. 

Australia, Canada, Chile, Colombia, France, Japan, 
Mexico, New Zealand, Republic of Korea, Russia, Singapore 
and the United States are among the nations in this year's 
RIMPAC. 

Military personnel from India, Indonesia, Malaysia, 
Netherlands, Norway, Peru, Republic of Philippines, Thailand, 
Tonga and the United Kingdom also will be taking part. 

Russia, India, Mexico, the Philippines, New Zealand, 
Norway and Tonga are participating for the first time, said 
Cmdr. Charlie Brown, a spokesman for the U.S. Navy's 3rd 
Fleet. 

"We had 14 countries participate in 2010. We've got 22 
this year, so I think that's an indication of the interest that 
countries have in participating in RIMPAC and the value they 
see in this kind of unique training opportunity," Brown said. 

China was not invited to participate or observe, Brown 
said. Certain prohibitions are in place regarding China's access 
to U.S. military operations, but Adm. William Fallon invited 
the People's Liberation Army to observe the exercise "Valiant 
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Shield" in 2006 when Fallon was head of U.S. Pacific 
Command. 

Brad Glosserman, executive director of the Pacific Forum 
Center for Strategic and International Studies in Honolulu, 
said the exercise's increase in size is an acknowledgement of 
the growing importance of maritime cooperation. 

"If you think about what the headlines have been for the 
last couple of years, they've really been discussing the (fact) 
that we're facing an increasingly fraught security environment 
with a great deal of uncertainty," Glosserman said. 

A recent example involved a standoff between fishing 
boats from China and the Philippines at Scarborough Shoal, a 
disputed area in the South China Sea claimed by those two 
countries and at least four others. 

"I think everyone recognizes that (this maritime security 
environment) is where either we learn to live and work 
together, because we do have considerable shared interests, or 
this is where we get in each other's way and potentially start to 
stare each other down," Glosserman said. 

Russia's presence "speaks to a Russian desire to be more 
deeply engaged in this region," Glosserman said. 

"Everyone knows and I think it's very clear that (President 
Vladimir Putin) would like to be a big player," he said. 

India, too, is trying to establish itself as a more visible and 
more prominent regional player. 

"One of the key elements I think of the rebalancing 
(toward Asia and the Pacific)," Glosserman said, "is the notion 
of the increasing importance of the Indian Oceanwe're starting 
to look at the Indian and Pacific oceans as a single theater, if 
you will, and that clearly underscores the importance of 
India." 

Navy To Test Out 'Green Fleet' Concept 
Navy Ships, Planes To Be Powered By Biofuels During 

RIMPAC 
(KGTV ABC SAN DIEGO ABC SAN DIEGO 22 JUN 12) 

Bob Lawrence 
SAN DIEGO -- The largest military exercise in the 

Pacific is about to begin near Hawaii, but with a twist. 
For the first time ever, the U.S. Navy will be trying out its 

"Green Fleet" concept during the exercise known as RIMPAC, 
or Rim of the Pacific Exercise. 

"It's good for national security and it's a step in the right 
direction," said retired Marine Maj. Gen. John Castellaw, from 
a biofuel conference in Boston. 

For the first time, Navy ships and planes during the 
exercise will be powered by a blend of biofuels as the military 
tries to wean itself off fossil fuels. 

The Navy spends $1 billion a year on energy 
consumption, Castellaw said. Reducing that, he believes, 
makes good sense. 

However, not all agree, as Congress is being asked to 
fund biofuel production. 

East County-based Rep. Duncan Hunter Jr. said with 
military budgets shrinking, "now is not the time to be 
spending billions of dollars on a biofuel industry when we 
don't even know what kind of military we're going to be left 
with." 

Secretary of the Navy Ray Mabus wants to be able to 
deploy a totally green fleet by 2016. 

View Clip (RT: 1:58) 
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4. E-7 Explosion 
Chance to make chief up nearly 6 percentage points fleetwide 
(NAVY TIMES 2 JUL 12) ... Mark D. Faram 

There are 18,507 eligible active duty first classes up for 
chief this year and a whopping 24 percent, or 4,434, of them 
will advance. 

That’s the best shot at getting a pair of chief’s anchors on 
your khaki shirt since 2007. 

And while it’s a reason to cheer, officials warn next year 
is likely to see a slight drop to about 22 percent. 

“Our sailors need to understand this is not the new norm,” 
said Fleet Master Chief (SW/AW/SCW) Scott Benning, the 
top enlisted adviser to the chief of naval personnel. “The good 
news is it’s a sign that our end strength is stabilizing now, and 
since we project advance-ments out a few years, we’re able to 
fill vacancies in the fleet that will improve [manning in key 
bil-lets] of the force overall.” But even if the advancement rate 
drops to around 22 percent next year, Benning said, that’s still 
considerably better than the past two years, where 
advancement opportunity only hit about 18 per-cent — the 
lowest two years in E7 opportunity since fiscal 2000. 

The increase is due to an 863-quota increase — the largest 
increase in recent memory — and a 1,081-person drop in the 
number of eligible first classes. 

Of the 95 separate advancement groups at the E-7 level, 
38 will advance at above the Navy-wide average of 23.96 
percent, while 57 will fall below that mark. Though there are 
still challenges for some ratings, every rating will advance at 

least one sailor to chief. That is a change from each of the last 
two years, where at least one rating advanced no one. 

The Top 10 
The following are the top 10 winners when it comes to 

advancement opportunity: 
1. Logistics specialist (sub) 
2. Explosive ordnance disposal technician 
3. Culinary specialist (sub) 
4. Yeoman (sub) 
5. Electrician’s mate 
6. Gas turbine systems technician (electrical) 
7. Machinist’s mate (weapons) 
8. Gas turbine systems technician (mechanical) 
9 . Missile technician 
10. Special warfare boat operator 
Five of the top 10 ratings this year — and three of the top 

four — are from the submarine community. Sub-qualified 
logistics specialists will advance all 22 eligible sailors. That’s 
up from 73.81 per-cent last year and 37.50 percent two years 
ago. 

Their submarine counterparts in the culinary specialist 
and yeoman ratings also have high opportuni-ties, with a 63.64 
percent and 55.77 percent shot, respectively, at moving up. 
Submariners from the machinist’s mate (weapons) and missile 
technician ratings came in at 53.13 percent and 44.71 percent. 
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For non-submariners, leading the way is explosive ordnance 
disposal technician, which will advance 55 of 79 eligible 
candidates for a 69.62 percent chance to advance and the 
second spot on the list. EOD annually advances well above the 
Navy average. But three surprising additions at this level of 
advancement are the surface engi-neering ratings of 
electrician’s mate and both gas turbine system technician 
ratings. 

EMs made the climb to the No. 5 spot this year and will 
advance 106 of 194 candidates for a 54.64 percent chance at 
moving up. Last year, they were still above average at 34.23 
percent, but two years ago, they advanced only 12 candidates 
and had just a 5.53 percent shot at moving up. 

For the gas turbine specialists, there have been similar 
improvements over the past two years, though not as dramatic. 
GSEs, at No. 6 on the list, will advance 42 of 79 eligible 
sailors for a 53.16 shot, up from 32.71 and 19.05, 
respec-tively, the past two years. GSMs will see 63 of 135 
advance with a corresponding 46.67 percent opportunity. 
Their climb to elite status came from a below-average 13.02 
percent two years ago to a just-above-average 25 percent last 
year. Rounding out the top 10 are the special warfare boat 
operators, whose advancement has remained steady at 43.21 
percent with 35 of 81 candidates getting the nod. That’s only a 
slight increase from their 41.89 percent shot last year, which 
was up from 36.36 percent the year before. 

Other Highlights, Lowlights 
The Navy’s newest rating, submarine-qualified 

information systems technician, goes into its first chief ’s 
board with a 23.26 percent shot at making chief — nearly the 

Navy-wide average — with 10 of 43 eligible sailors 
moving. 

Meanwhile, on the other end, the Seabee community, 
facing significant cuts over the next couple years, was largely 
was near the bottom. 

Engineering Aid has the bottom spot on the list, 
advancing only one of 29 candidates for a 3.45 percent chance 
at moving up. Last year, no EAs advanced. 

Utilitiesman is only slightly better, with four new chiefs 
out of 98 hopefuls, a four percent opportunity. That’s up from 
a 2.75 percent shot last year. 

Though advancement is tough for Seabees this year, it’s 
still up overall from last year for steelworkers, construction 
electricians and construction mechanics, and especially 
equipment operators and builders, all of which have increased 
from less than 2 percent advancement last year. 

The largest jump comes for builders, where 32 of 296 
candidates will move up for a 15.53 percent chance to get 
anchors. That’s up from just three quotas and a 1.42 percent 
shot at moving up last year. EO will move up 21 of 173 for a 
12.14 percent shot. 

CMs and CEs have 9.7 percent and 9.38 percent shots at 
moving up, respectively, climbing up from 1.12 and 1.64 
percent shots just a year ago. The smallest increase in this 
group is steelworkers, who will have just a 5.19 percent shot at 
chief, though that’s better than the 1.32 percent chance during 
last year’s board. 

“Though it’s still tough for some ratings, things should 
even out over the next few years as end strength continues to 
stabilize,” Benning said. “We try hard to ensure to keep 
advancement opportunity moving where we can, though it’s 
not always possible. Though this year, there’s some 
opportunity for everyone.” 
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5. Freedom Of The Oceans Preserves Many Jobs 
(BIRMINGHAM (AL) NEWS 24 JUN 12) ... Frank Ponds 

The second full week of June was "Navy Week" in 
Alabama, an opportunity to show what Alabama means to the 
Navy and what the Navy does for the people of Alabama. 

The patriotic citizens of Alabama, like all Americans, 
have made a significant investment in a Navy that is fast, 
flexible, powerful and ready to respond anywhere. 

America's Navy is known as a global force for good, on 
station around the world and around the clock, delivering 
relief, deterring aggression, keeping the sea lanes open for free 
trade and, when necessary, projecting power to assure our 
allies and dissuade our adversaries. 

The United States Navy is the only branch of the military 
that fights on the water in ships, under the water in submarines 
and over the water in planes that take off and land on Navy 
aircraft carriers. 

This ability to act from the water is very important. It 
gives the Navy the power to protect America's interests -- 
anywhere, anytime. 

To illustrate, think of the 70-80-90 rule: 

 Water covers about 70 percent of the Earth's surface. 

 About 80 percent of the world's population lives near 
the ocean. 

 About 90 percent of all international trade travels by 
sea. 

Saltwater links the shores of Alabama, Central and South 
America, Europe, Asia and the Middle East. What happens on 
the world's seas is critical to American security and prosperity. 

Millions of tons of cargo are shipped through the 
Alabama State Port Authority each year to more than 175 
locations worldwide, with more than 100,000 jobs in the state 
linked directly to trade. 

Freedom of the world's oceans is important to the 
preservation of American jobs. It's important to keeping the 
peace worldwide. Most fundamentally, it's important to our 
national defense. 

For all of these reasons, we need to be able to protect 
ourselves and our interests on, under and over the water. And 
that's what the Navy does. 

The Navy's job is growing as the challenges our country 
faces become more unpredictable. We need to be ready to 
confront a range of challenges, whenever and wherever they 
happen. 

The Navy is ideally suited for this kind of world, because 
the Navy is fast and flexible. It can go anywhere on the ocean 
on short notice, and can do all of its work from the water: 

 Navy ships and submarines can shoot at targets and 
knock out enemy missiles far inland -- from the 
water. 
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 Navy planes fly about half of the aerial combat 
missions in Afghanistan. They don't need airstrips on 
the ground. They take off from aircraft carriers -- 
from the water. 

 Navy SEAL teams can carry out special operations 
worldwide -- from the water -- including the rescue 
from pirates of Capt. Richard Phillips of the Maersk-
Alabama. 

 In a humanitarian crisis like the Asian tsunami or the 
earthquake in Haiti, the Navy can deliver huge 
amounts of supplies and provide hospital-quality 
medical care -- from the water. 

To handle this wide variety of missions, the Navy requires 
men and women who are highly trained, highly motivated, and 
courageous -- Sailors who are capable of meeting any 
challenge. Fortunately for our nation, that's exactly whom we 
have. 

Throughout history, the Navy has harnessed the 
teamwork, talent and imagination of a diverse force, 
promoting diversity of experience, background and ideas. 

This month, the Navy commemorates the 70th 
anniversary of the Battle of Midway, an event that 
demonstrated our ability as a fast, flexible sea power and 
turned the tide in World War II. This year, the Navy also 

remembers its role in the War of 1812 during the bicentennial 
year of that war. In 1812, our nation became known as a world 
sea power, ready to defend our shores. 

As we reflect on naval heritage. It is important to note that 
there have been at least six commissioned United States ships 
named USS Alabama, including the nuclear-powered fleet 
ballistic missile submarine USS Alabama (SSBN-731) and the 
World War II battleship USS Alabama (BB-60), proudly on 
display at Battleship Memorial Park in Mobile. 

There have been many other Navy ships with namesakes 
in Alabama, and there will no doubt be more. 

Alabama's heroes have served in the Navy in our nation's 
conflicts. The service and sacrifices of our veterans -- 
especially wounded warriors -- and their families are 
remembered, honored and appreciated here in Alabama. Like 
the state motto, our Navy "dares to defend" the rights of all 
Americans. It's important to let you know how the Navy is 
ready at all times, now more than ever. 

Rear Admiral Frank Ponds of the U.S. Navy is 
commander of Navy Region Hawaii and Naval Surface Group 
Middle Pacific at Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam. He grew 
up in Autauga and earned a bachelor of science degree from 
the University of Alabama in 1982. 
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CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
6. S.Korea, U.S. Launch Major Naval Exercise 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESS 23 JUN 12) 

SEOUL — South Korea and the United States on 
Saturday launched a massive naval exercise in the tense 
Yellow Sea, ahead of the 62nd anniversary Monday of the 
outbreak of the Korean War, a spokesman said. 

The three-day drill will involve 10 South Korean warships 
plus the USS George Washington aircraft carrier, 8,000 
personnel and hundreds of combat aircraft, the defence 
ministry said. 

The joint naval drill, which comes amid high tensions on 
the peninsula, is conducted every year, alternatively in the Sea 
of Japan (East Sea) and the Yellow Sea. 

"The naval exercise started as scheduled today," the 
defence ministry spokesman said. 

On Friday, South Korean and U.S. troops held their 
biggest single-day joint live-fire exercise to test responses to 
any North Korean attack. 

The drill at Pocheon near the North Korean border 
involved 2,000 troops along with jet fighters, tanks, Apache 

attack helicopters, A-10 "tank-killer" aircraft, missiles and 
rocket launchers, the defence ministry said. 

On Thursday and Friday, the U.S., South Korea and Japan 
carried out a separate drill off the southern South Korean 
island of Jeju, involving destroyers, supply ships and 
helicopters. North Korea denounced it as a "reckless 
provocation.” 

Tensions are high after the North's failed rocket launch in 
April, seen by the U.S. and its allies as an attempted ballistic 
missile test. 

"Throughout the joint military exercises, South Korean 
and U.S. forces will test their ability for joint operations and 
enhance combat-readiness," Navy Brigadier General Park 
Seong-Bae said in a statement Friday. 

"We will immediately retaliate against any attacks from 
North Korea and finish the enemy off on the spot." 
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7. George Washington Carrier Strike Group Operations In The Yellow Sea 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 23 JUN 12) ... Fleet Public Affairs 

USS BLUE RIDGE, At Sea -- U.S. Navy is conducting 
routine carrier operations in international waters west of the 
Korean Peninsula June 23-25. 

The George Washington Carrier Strike Group (GWCSG) 
is conducting routine operations with the Republic of Korea 
navy in the Yellow Sea. 

The operations are taking place beyond the territorial seas 
of any coastal nations and are intended to reinforce regional 

security and stability, enhance interoperability with allies, and 
enhance operational proficiency and readiness. The operations 
include integrated flight operations, surface and anti-
submarine warfare training, air defense, replenishment at sea, 
dynamic ship maneuvers and liaison officer exchanges. 

U.S. Navy ships scheduled to participate include the 
aircraft carrier USS George Washington (CVN 73), with 
embarked Carrier Air Wing 5 and Destroyer Squadron 15; 
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guided-missile cruisers USS Cowpens (CG 63) and USS 
Shiloh (CG 67); guided-missile destroyers USS Lassen (DDG 
82) and McCampbell (DDG 85). 

The U.S. Navy frequently operates in international waters 
around the world and has conducted numerous operations and 
exercises in this area. In October 2009 and November 2010 
the GWCSG conducted similar operations in the waters west 
of the Korean Peninsula. U.S. aircraft carriers frequently visit 
the Korean Peninsula, such as USS George Washington in 
September 2011 and November 2010, USS Carl Vinson (CVN 
70) in January 2011, USS John C. Stennis (CVN 74) in March 

2009, and USS Ronald Reagan (CVN 76), USS Nimitz (CVN 
68), and USS George Washington in 2008. 

The U.S. Navy is committed to helping enhance the 
security and stability of the Asia-Pacific region, and our 
forward presence activities and engagements in this region are 
routine. U.S. military operations and exercises are a part of a 
larger forward presence posture to strengthen our alliances, 
partnerships, and established security cooperation activities. 
U.S. forward presence is in accordance with international law, 
preserves the rights, freedoms, and uses of the sea guaranteed 
to all nations, and contributes to economic development and 
international commerce. 

Return to Index 
 

8. Navy Amphibious Group Back After Deployment 
After Dropping Off Marines, USS Makin Island, USS Pearl Harbor & USS New Orleans Return Home 
(KGTV ABC SAN DIEGO 22 JUN 12) ... Hannah Mullins 

SAN DIEGO -- The amphibious ready group led by the 
USS Makin Island brought about 1,700 Sailors home to San 
Diego Friday following a seven-month deployment in the 
Western Pacific and Middle East. 

The amphibious assault ship USS Makin Island, 
amphibious transport dock USS New Orleans and amphibious 
dock landing ship USS Pearl Harbor came home after 
dropping off more than 2,100 Marines of the 11th Marine 
Expeditionary Unit at Camp Pendleton on Thursday. 

"We were able to sharpen our skills while strengthening 
partnerships with our hosts," said Col. Michael Hudson, 11th 
MEU commander. "From survival and jungle training in 
Cambodia and Malaysia to full-scale raids and live-fire 
exercises with counterparts throughout the Middle East and 
Horn of Africa, this deployment employed all the capabilities 
of our air-ground logistics team." 

Hudson said the ships were able to land Marines at three 
or four places at once at times during the deployment. 

The Makin Island completed its maiden deployment, 
which began Nov. 14 and included several months in the 
Middle East over the winter. It boasts a hybrid-electric 
propulsion system that saved more than four million gallons of 
fuel throughout the deployment for an estimated savings of 
more than $15 million, according to the Navy. 

"Our Sailors and Marines successfully met every mission 
during our historical maiden deployment in support of the 
nation's maritime security," said Capt. Cedric Pringle, Makin 
Island's commanding officer. "As the Navy's first operational 

test platform for this hybrid-electric propulsion system, our 
fuel efficiency directly enhanced the ability to operate forward 
for longer." 

Pringle was placed in charge of the Makin Island in 
March, when the vessel's commanding officer, Capt. Jim 
Landers, was appointed to a Pacific Fleet staff position. 

Lt. Patrick Trainor met his 10-week-old son for the first 
time when he stepped off the ship. Triainor could not help but 
break down in tears when he saw little Kian. 

"Sometimes it's hard," Lt. Trainor said. "The first time I 
missed [my daughter's] birth. I guess those are the sacrifices 
that we take in the military." 

Lt. Trainor said. "It's worth it," he added. "It's worth it just 
for the people back home." And in a touching moment, his 
daughter looked up and said, "I love you Papa." 

The ship is named after a Pacific Ocean atoll raided by 
Marines in August 1942 during World War II. It is now 
known as Butaritari. 

During its deployment, the Makin Island also served as a 
platform for the first operational deployment of the four-blade 
AH-1Z Viper helicopter. The new helicopter is used in 
conjunction with the UH-1Y helicopter, replacing the 
previously paired two-bladed Marine Corps AH-1W and UH-
1N helicopters. 

According to the Navy, the Viper and the UH-1Y 
helicopters travel faster and carry up to 4,000 more pounds 
than their predecessors. 

View Clip (RT: 1:41) 
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9. Week Of Hellos, Goodbyes For Navy 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 23 JUN 12) ... Gary Robbins 

Lots of warships have been coming and going over the 
past week as the Navy and Marines began and ended 
deployments. Here's a recap of what's been happening. 

The latest cycle began on Friday, June 14 when the 
destroyer Benfold deployed to the western Pacific, where it 
will participate in Ballistic Missile Defense. The 505-foot 
Benfold is one of the comparatively few Navy ships that is 
specially equipped to shoot down ballistic missiles. The Navy 
has been beefing up BMD to deal with potential threats from 
such countries as Iran and North Korea. 

On Wednesday, June 20, the amphibious assault ship 
Essex left San Diego for the international RIMPAC war 

exercise off Hawaii. The departure came amid controversy. 
Two days before Essex left, the Navy fired the ship's 
commander, Capt. Chuck Litchfield, saying that it had lost 
confidence in his leadership abilities. The firing came a month 
after Essex and the refueled Yukon collided about 120 miles 
off the coast of Southern California. 

Also on Wednesday, the research vessel Melville returned 
to its dock in San Diego Bay after 10 months at sea. Melville 
isn't a warship. It is an oceanographic research vessel that's 
owned by the Navy and operated by the Scripps Institution of 
Oceanography. Part of Melville's research on the nature of the 
sea has benefitted the Navy over the years. 
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Friday brought the return of the Makin Island Amphibious 
Ready Group, which left on deployment last November. The 
group was made up of the Makin Island, the Pearl Harbor and 
the New Orleans. Large crowds showed up at Naval Station 
San Diego to greet returning sailors and Marines. The Marines 
were members of the 11th Marine Expeditionary Unit out of 
Camp Pendleton. Some of those Marines took landing craft 
and helicopters back to Camp Pen a day earlier. (Full 
homecoming story.) 

One other big vessel that was not part of the Makin Island 
Amphibious Ready Group -- the amphibious assault ship 
Peleliu -- sailed back into San Diego Bay on Friday after 
performing operations offshore. At 32, the 820-foot Peleliu is 
one of the oldest amphibs in the Navy. Friday also was 
significant because the Peleliu underwent a scheduled change 
of command. The Navy says that Capt. John Deehr relieved 
Capt. James T. Cox. 
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10. HSL 42 Detachment 7 Begins Final Deployment With SH-60B Seahawk 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 22 JUN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class William Jamieson, USS Jason Dunham Public 
Affairs 

USS JASON DUNHAM, At Sea -- Helicopter Anti-
submarine Squadron Light (HSL) 42 Detachment 7 "Proud 
Warriors," begin its last deployment while embarked aboard 
guided-missile destroyer USS Jason Dunham (DDG 109), 
June 22. 

During the spring of 2013, the HSL 42 Proud Warriors 
will transition from the SH-60B helicopter to the new MH-
60R Sea Hawk helicopter and in the process become 
Helicopter Maritime Strike Squadron (HSM) 72. 

"The SH-60B has been a workhorse for many years and 
this will be a bittersweet time for us in many ways," said Lt. 
Cmdr. Matthew Chester, officer in charge of HSL 42 Det. 7. 
"However, we are ready for our mission. We intend to 
accomplish that mission and establish the warrior legacy as we 
sundown the SH-60B with honor and pride." 

Dunham and the Proud Warriors, deployed as part of 
Carrier Strike Group 8, will operate in support of 5th and 6th 
fleet maritime security objectives. 

The MH-60R combines the best features of the SH-60B 
and SH-60F into one multi-mission platform. The 
improvements include an updated cockpit, digital monitors for 
flight instrumentation and the addition of mission avionics. 

While this transition will facilitate many advantages for 
the pilots and crews, Chester said that it will be hard to say 
good-bye. 

Even with the upgrades ahead for the squadron, HSL 42 
Det. 7 pilots said their current SH-60Bs still have a lot of fight 
left in them. 

"Our maintenance team does an outstanding job of 
keeping our aircraft fully mission capable and ready to 
participate in all operations," said HSL 42 pilot Lt. j.g. Joal 
Fischer 

As for their part, many members of the Proud Warrior 
crew said they feel a tremendous pride in being the last crew 
to maintain the SH-60Bs for their squadron. 

"I think it's cool to know we are playing a role in a little 
bit of history," said Aviation Machinist's Mate 3rd Class Torre 
Reese. "After this deployment we won't be named HSL 42 
anymore, so we want to send it out on a high note." 

Jason Dunham and HSL 42 Det. 7 are deployed along 
with other CSG 8 ships and aircraft to include USS Dwight D. 
Eisenhower (CVN 69), guided-missile cruiser USS Hue City 
(CG 66), guided-missile destroyers USS Farragut (DDG 99), 
USS Winston S. Churchill (DDG 81), the seven squadrons of 
Carrier Air Wing 7, and Destroyer Squadron 28. 
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11. MCMs Arrive In U.S. 5th Fleet 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 24 JUN 12) ... U.S. Naval Forces Central Command Public Affairs 

MANAMA, Bahrain -- Four U.S. Navy mine 
countermeasures (MCM) ships arrived in the U.S. 5th Fleet 
area of operations aboard M/V Tern, June 23. 

USS Sentry (MCM 3), USS Devastator (MCM 6), USS 
Pioneer (MCM 9) and USS Warrior (MCM 10) were 
transported from San Diego aboard M/V Tern to support a 
U.S. Central Command request for additional MCM assets in 
the U.S. 5th Fleet area of responsibility. 

MCM ships conduct operations with coalition forces in 
order to ensure the continued, safe flow of maritime traffic in 
international waterways. 

The arrival of the MCMs, and the additional capability 
and capacity they provide, offer greater opportunities for 
cooperation with regional partners. 

The MCM ships are scheduled for a seven-month 
deployment with rotational crews from San Diego to provide 
continuous manning. 

The U.S. 5th Fleet area of responsibility encompasses 
about 2.5 million square miles of water area and includes the 
Arabian Gulf, Gulf of Oman, Red Sea, and parts of the Indian 
Ocean. This expanse, comprised of 20 countries, includes 
three critical choke points at the Strait of Hormuz, the Suez 
Canal and the Strait of Bab al Mandeb at the southern tip of 
Yemen. 
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12. U.S. Marines Access Navy Tomahawks In Exercise 
(DEFENSE NEWS 25 JUN 12) ... Gidget Fuentes 

OCEANSIDE, Calif. – A recent live-fire exercise off the 
coast of California gave a small team of U.S. Marines access 

to a formidable weapon system: a submarine-launched 
Tomahawk cruise missile. 
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The May 22 shoot was a rare — and Marine Corps 
officials think, a first — opportunity to tap the Navy's supply 
of cruise missiles to support combat missions ashore. 

With fewer ships in the fleet, resulting in less naval 
surface fire support, Marine teams are focusing on other ways 
to bring fires inland. 

The Navy provided the 1st Marine Expeditionary Brigade 
a Block IV variant of the Tomahawk, which can travel more 
than 1,100 miles, loiter over an area and be reprogrammed in 
midflight. The Tomahawk is predominantly a Navy weapon 
controlled by the Navy, said Col. Brennan Byrne, the I Marine 
Expeditionary Force (MEF) operations officer at Camp 
Pendleton, Calif. 

"It is a significant capability. It's got great legs. The 
beauty of it is, if you think about, it ... this is naval gunfire 
‘next,' in effect," Byrne said. The Tomahawk goes farther than 
most at-sea weapons, so "it gives you the opportunity to reach 
out your targeting that's not resident in your gun platforms." 

Four Marines with 1st Air-Naval Gunfire Liaison 
Company (ANGLICO) helped direct the Tomahawk to the 
target using new and developing command, control and 
communications systems and data links. It amounted to an all-
electronic, digital processing of the call-for-fire support 
mission. 

The request went up the chain of command and back 
down to the attack submarine Asheville, operating in the 
eastern Pacific, to fire the Tomahawk at the target. 

The ANGLICO team, situated high on a hill on San 
Nicolas Island, one of the Navy's offshore ranges, watched the 
Tomahawk descend in a 60-degree angle on the target, an 
assembly of metal shipping containers one mile away. The 
team earlier had relayed its position for the scenario, which 
involved a high-value target on the second floor. 

"We painted a picture like we normally would for any 
close-air support mission where we can't get any fixed-wing 
assets in there," said Capt. Jesse Rangel, ANGLICO's air 
officer and team officer in charge. 

But the Tomahawk wasn't exactly familiar to the team of 
Marines. "We had to get into the books," said Rangel, an F/A-
18 weapons sensors officer. 

The team consulted with I MEF's naval gunfire liaison, 
Lt. j.g. Matthew Felton, "and developed a fires game plan. I 
had a lot of background with aviation missiles," Rangel said. 
"It made it a lot easier to wrap my brain around it." 

The learn got sharp on some new high-speed systems, 
including Precision Strike Suite for Special Operations Forces 
and a digital soft-ware known as Strike Link. 

On San Nicolas Island, the team went through the 
scenario, relaying target information electronically. "We gave 
them a final attack setting," Rangel said. Then they scanned 
the skies for the inbound weapon. 

But no one spotted it, at least not until it struck the target. 
"We heard the missile," he said. "It was pretty cool. It just 

sounded like a jet flying over." 
The test missile carried an inert round, so the smoky 

explosion wasn't as spectacular or fiery as if it had a live 
warhead, and there was no shock wave. 

Marine Corps officials said the no-voice digital systems 
help shorten the time between finding and striking the target. 

"It is faster to receive things digitally," Rangel said, but 
he acknowledged "a lot of people's comfort level is with voice 
communication." Aircrews often receive missions via Strike 
Link, he noted, "but over voice, they read it back." 

Byrne said the missile exercise demonstrates the 
flexibility of the Corps' brigades, which the service is billing 
as the go-to, rapid-response force with the ability to access a 
broad variety of weapons. 

"You don't risk a pilot to deliver it," he said. "Now a team 
can call in a target, literally, 100 miles deep into enemy 
territory ... With this weapon, with its loiter time, it gives you 
the wherewithal that as things change, you can make the 
changes." 

The missile shoot was a year in the making, with I MEF 
coordinating with San Diego-based 3rd Fleet, the Navy's 
Tactical Training Group-Pacific and the Tomahawk program 
office at Naval Air Systems Command. "We had expressed 
interest in possibly using TLAM in support of maneuver to fill 
some gaps in the Marine Corps' indirect fires," Felton said, 
referring to a lack of available ships to provide naval surface 
fire support. 

Already, I MEF is planning to participate in a synthetic 
training exercise with Tactical Training Group-Pacific in 
February 2013, ahead of the Dawn Blitz exercise set for next 
May. 

"We're trying to incorporate this in the future" as a 
capability for the Marine Expeditionary Brigades and Navy 
expeditionary strike group, Byrne said. That exercise will 
include an amphibious landing and support from 3rd Fleet 
ships and units. 
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13. U.S. Seeks Return To SE Asian Bases 
Strategy response to rising China; Increased access sought to sites in 3 countries 
(WASHINGTON POST 23 JUN 12) ... Craig Whitlock 

As the Obama administration revamps its Asian strategy 
in response to a rising China, the U.S. military is eyeing a 
return to some familiar bases from its last conflict in the 
region — the Vietnam War. 

In recent weeks, the Pentagon has intensified discussions 
with Thailand about creating a regional disaster-relief hub at 
an American-built airfield that housed B-52 bombers during 
the 1960s and 1970s. U.S. officials said they are also 
interested in more naval visits to Thai ports and joint 
surveillance flights to monitor trade routes and military 
movements. 

In next-door Vietnam, Defense Secretary Leon E. Panetta 
this month became the highest-ranking U.S. official to visit the 
naval and air base at Cam Ranh Bay since the end of the war. 
Citing the “tremendous potential here,” Panetta enthused 
about the prospect of U.S. ships again becoming a common 
sight at the deep-water port. 

The Pentagon is also seeking greater accommodations in 
the Philippines, including at the Subic Bay naval base and the 
former Clark Air Base, once the largest U.S. military 
installations in Asia as well as key repair and supply hubs 
during the Vietnam War. 
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The U.S. military either abandoned or was evicted from 
its Southeast Asian bases decades ago. Amid concerns about 
China’s growing military power and its claims to disputed 
territories, however, Thailand, Vietnam and the Philippines 
have cautiously put out the welcome mat for the Americans 
again. 

In response, Pentagon leaders have flocked to the region 
to speed up negotiations and fortify relations. The 
rapprochements so far have focused on limited steps, such as 
port visits and joint exercises, but the administration hopes 
they will lead to a more extensive and persistent U.S. military 
presence. 

“Symbolically, those places are really attached to a very 
recent history,” said a senior U.S. defense official, speaking on 
condition of anonymity to discuss the deliberations. “Part of 
moving forward with a lot of these nations is making amends 
with those symbols.” 

U.S. officials said they have no desire to re-occupy any of 
the massive Southeast Asian bases from last century. Nor do 
they have the money to create new ones. So they’re looking 
for permission to operate from the old installations as guests, 
mostly on a temporary basis. 

“I don’t carry around a backpack with American flags and 
run around the world planting them,” Army Gen. Martin E. 
Dempsey, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, told reporters 
after returning from a visit this month to Thailand, the 
Philippines and Singapore. “We want to be out there partnered 
with nations and have a rotational presence that would allow 
us to build up common capabilities for common interests.” 

The U.S. armed forces have been allowed, to varying 
degrees, to visit or conduct training exercises at its old bases 
for several years. But talks about expanding access have taken 
on a new urgency since January, when President Obama 
announced that the United States was making a strategic 
“pivot” to Asia after a decade in which it was preoccupied 
with wars in Iraq and Afghanistan. 

The administration has denied that its resurgent interest is 
designed to contain China, which has alarmed many neighbors 
by making expansive territorial claims in the resource-rich 
South China and East China seas. U.S. officials said their 
primary goal in Asia is to maintain stability by ensuring 
freedom of navigation and free trade with the world’s fastest-
growing economies, including China. 

But analysts said the U.S. strategic pivot and fresh basing 
arrangements are necessary to reassure allies that Washington 
will maintain its Asian security commitments and remain an 
effective counterweight to China, despite looming defense 
cutbacks at home. 

“This is a long game and a long-term trend,” said Patrick 
M. Cronin, senior director of the Asia-Pacific security 
program at the Center for a New American Security, a 
Washington think tank with close ties to the administration. 
“They’re doing the best they can with what they have, and 
what they have is considerable. The problem is whether it is 
sustainable, and that’s what everybody in the region is 
asking.” 

After years of paying little attention to Thailand, which 
was rattled by a coup in 2006, senior Pentagon leaders have 
rediscovered Bangkok. Dempsey’s visit was the first by a 
chairman of the Joint Chiefs in more than a decade. 

Deputy Defense Secretary Ashton Carter is scheduled to 
make a trip next month. And Thailand has extended a formal 

invitation to Panetta, who also met with the Thai minister of 
defense at a conference in Singapore this month. 

The two countries are discussing whether to run a joint 
military hub for responding to the devastating cyclones, 
tsunamis and other natural disasters that frequently strike the 
region. The center would be located at the Royal Thai Navy 
Air Field at U-Tapao, about 90 miles south of Bangkok. 

The U.S. military is well-acquainted with U-Tapao 
(OOH-ta-pow), where it built the two-mile-long runway — 
one of the longest in Asia — in the 1960s. The Pentagon relied 
on the airfield as a major staging and refueling base during the 
Vietnam War, but withdrew its forces from the country in 
1976 at the direction of the Thai government. 

In the 1980s, the United States and Thailand resumed 
gradual military cooperation. The Thai government has 
allowed the U.S. Air Force to use U-Tapao as a stopover for 
troop transit flights to the Middle East. The base is also the 
center for the annual Cobra Gold military exercises, which 
started out as a U.S.-Thai training program but now involves 
more than 20 countries. 

U.S. officials have been vague in public about how many 
troops they might send to U-Tapao or what missions they 
might perform if the disaster-relief center comes to fruition. 

The lack of information has bred suspicion in the Thai 
media and among opposition lawmakers, who have held up a 
separate project that would allow NASA to operate climate-
change surveillance flights from U-Tapao this fall. Chinese 
officials have also expressed skepticism about an expanded 
U.S. military presence. 

Catharin Dalpino, a former State Department official and 
Southeast Asia expert, said any new U.S.-Thai military 
accords were likely to be “modest.” She noted that Thailand 
has a history of working closely with both superpowers and 
would be unlikely to sign any agreements that would alienate 
either Washington or Beijing. 

“The Thais have a long relationship with China and a 
positive relationship with China, but they do not see this as 
contradictory with maintaining a treaty alliance with the 
United States and a strong economic relationship with the 
United States,” she said. 

Some U.S. military officials said they also would like to 
upgrade naval access to Thai ports. The U.S. Navy is 
preparing to base four of its newest warships — known as 
Littoral Combat Ships — in Singapore and would like to 
rotate them periodically to Thailand and other southeast Asian 
countries. 

The Navy is also pursuing options to conduct joint 
airborne surveillance missions from Thailand, the Philippines 
and Australia, officials said. Pentagon leaders said one of their 
highest strategic priorities is to improve their surveillance of 
shipping traffic and military movements throughout Southeast 
Asia and the Indian Ocean, home to some of the busiest trade 
routes in the world. 

In 2014, for instance, the Navy is scheduled to begin 
deploying new P-8A Poseidon reconnaissance and anti-
submarine aircraft to the Pacific, replacing the Cold War-era 
P-3C Orion surveillance planes. 

The Navy is preparing to deploy new high-altitude 
surveillance drones to the Asia-Pacific region around the same 
time. Under current plans, the drones will be based on Guam, 
but U.S. officials are also searching for Asian partners willing 
to host the aircraft. 
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GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
14. Turkey Asks NATO To Meet Over Syrian Downing Of Airplane 
‘Act of war’ could open the door for military intervention 
(WASHINGTON POST 25 JUN 12) ... Liz Sly 

BEIRUT — Turkey on Sunday summoned its NATO 
allies for emergency consultations on the downing by Syria of 
one of its warplanes, a move that potentially opens the door to 
international military intervention in the Syrian crisis for the 
first time. 

Turkey said it had invoked Article 4 of the NATO charter 
— which allows consultations in case of a security threat — 
after concluding that the plane was over international waters in 
the Mediterranean when it was hit by a Syrian missile Friday. 

Investigations into the shooting suggested that it was not 
an accident or a mistake, and that Syria was aware it was 
firing at a Turkish plane when the U.S.-made F-4 fighter was 
targeted without warning by at least two surface-to-air 
missiles, Turkish officials said. A search continued in the 
eastern Mediterranean for the two missing pilots. 

“It was an act of war,” Turkish Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Selcuk Unal said in a telephone interview. “They 
shot down a plane over international waters, and this is 
unacceptable.” Turkey sent a diplomatic note to Syria stating 
that under international law, Turkey “reserves the right to 
respond,” he added. 

In Washington, Secretary of State Hillary Rodham 
Clinton called the downing “a brazen and unacceptable act” 
and said the United States was consulting with its allies and 
partners regarding “next steps” to be taken against Syria, at a 
time when a U.N. effort to address the spiraling bloodshed 
inside Syria through diplomacy is faltering. 

Although immediate military action seems unlikely, 
Turkey’s summons puts the Syrian crisis on NATO’s agenda 
for the first time since the uprising began, and the 
development “is very significant,” said Salman Shaikh, 
director of the Brookings Doha Center in Qatar. 

“The preferred option for everyone including the United 
States is still a political solution,” he said. “But whereas a few 
days ago a military option was not on the cards, now it will be 
discussed in a way it hasn’t been for the past year and a half. It 
activates NATO, which we haven’t seen before.” 

NATO spokeswoman Lungescu Oana said ambassadors 
of the alliance’s 28 member-states will meet in Brussels on 
Tuesday to hear a Turkish presentation on the incident. 

“Under Article 4, any ally can request consultations 
whenever, in the opinion of any of them, their territorial 
integrity, political independence or security is threatened,” she 
said in a statement. 

Turkey’s request for a NATO meeting came after two 
days of deliberations between Prime Minister Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan, his ministers and top Turkish military officials, who 
gave little indication as to how Turkey planned to respond to 
the most serious cross-border incident since the Syrian revolt 
erupted 15 months ago, triggering fears of a wider regional 
conflict. 

Unal, the Foreign Ministry spokesman, said Turkey’s 
investigation showed that the plane had briefly strayed into 
Syrian airspace while on a routine mission to test Turkish 

radar systems. But the jet was immediately warned by the 
Turks, he said, and the missile strike came 15 minutes after the 
“brief violation,” when the plane was back in international 
airspace and was heading in “a different direction” than Syria. 

It is not unusual for planes to briefly traverse the airspace 
of neighbors, and there were many steps Syria could have 
taken to notify the aircraft, he said, including communicating 
with Turkish authorities, attempting to reach the pilot and 
firing warning shots. None of those was done, he said. 

His account, and one given by Turkish Foreign Minister 
Ahmet Davutoglu to Turkish state broadcaster TRT, differed 
from Syria’s claim that the shooting came after “an identified 
aerial target” was seen flying at “high speed and low altitude” 
toward the Syrian coast near the port of Latakia. 

Intercepted Syrian communications suggest that the 
Syrians knew it was a Turkish plane and made a “deliberate” 
decision to shoot at it, Unal said. He said the Syrians fired “at 
least a couple” of surface-to-air missiles at the jet. 

“The plane’s identity could be seen by all. It was not 
hiding anything,” Davutoglu said in the television interview. 
The plane was 13 nautical miles off the Syrian coast — a mile 
inside international waters — when it was hit, he said. 

The incident signaled a new low in the once-close 
relationship between Ankara and Damascus, which had 
already deteriorated dramatically since a Turkish attempt to 
persuade President Bashar al-Assad to adopt political reforms 
failed last summer. Turkey is hosting the leadership of the 
rebel Free Syrian Army at a refugee camp in southern Turkey 
and recently joined in an effort to supply rebels inside Syria 
with arms and money, in collaboration with Saudi Arabia, 
Qatar and the United States. 

Invoking Article 4 of the NATO charter is not considered 
as serious a step as Article 5, which requires members to 
spring to the defense of any ally that is under attack. But the 
fact that NATO is being drawn into the global debate on how 
to resolve the Syrian conundrum marks a new phase in an 
effort that has so far focused on U.N. diplomacy, said Andrew 
Tabler of the Washington Institute for Near East Policy. 

“The mood and the tenor of all this changes,” he said. 
After Turkey publicized its findings, other NATO allies 

weighed in with condemnations. British Foreign Secretary 
William Hague called the shooting “outrageous,” and said 
Britain was ready to pursue “robust action” at the U.N. 
Security Council. 

Clinton said she would be consulting with U.S. partners 
over the incident, including the Security Council and Kofi 
Annan, the U.N. special envoy for Syria who is overseeing 
implementation of the U.N. peace plan — making it clear that 
she is not giving up on a diplomatic solution. 

But another weekend of bloodshed inside Syria seemed 
only to underscore the failings of the U.N. effort. The Britain-
based Syrian Observatory for Human Rights said it recorded 
53 deaths on Sunday and 84 on Saturday, amid reports that 
government forces were stepping up an assault on the eastern 
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city of Deir el-Zour and sustaining their bombardment of the 
central city of Homs. 

Syria’s official SANA news agency said a record 112 
members of the Syrian security forces had been buried 
Saturday and Sunday, an indication that the rebels are growing 
more effective in their counterattacks. 

Russia, one of Syria’s staunchest allies, has repeatedly 
said it would use its veto to prevent any Security Council 

action that might open the door to military intervention. But 
Syria has now presented NATO with a pretext for involvement 
that could potentially bypass the United Nations, said Shaikh 
of the Brookings Doha Center. 

“Assad has made a very big mistake,” he said. “He’s 
shown the very real dangers of this regime to its 
neighborhood.” 

Return to Index 
 

15. Jet Incident Shows Syria's Defences Capable, Jumpy 
(REUTERS 24 JUN 12) ... Peter Apps 

LONDON -- While the exact circumstances remain far 
from clear, the shooting down of a Turkish warplane shows 
Syria's military to be capable, extremely jumpy and 
increasingly drawn into confrontation with its most powerful 
neighbour. 

That could prove a major deterrent for Western powers in 
particular, who want President Bashar al-Assad gone but are 
unwilling to risk troops or aircraft in a military intervention. 
Equally, they are wary of triggering a wider regional war. 

Turkey says its F4 Phantom reconnaissance jet was 
engaged in testing the domestic Turkish radar system when it 
entered Syrian airspace by mistake. But Ankara is adamant it 
was firmly back over international waters when it was 
attacked without warning. Syria says the aircraft was firmly 
within its airspace and approaching its coast low and fast. 

Exactly what the jet's true mission was remains far from 
clear. While Turkey says it is not unusual for planes to drift 
across national boundaries when on missions or exercises, the 
dangers of straying into Syrian airspace at such a time of 
tension would have been very apparent. 

Having complained repeatedly that Syria's escalating 
conflict was crossing its borders, with thousands of refugees 
fleeing and occasional cross-border Syrian artillery and small 
arms fire, Turkey is widely believed to be increasing its 
support for Free Syrian Army (FSA) rebels on its soil. 

The downed jet, some believe, may have been on a 
reconnaissance mission for the rebels or possibly trying to 
probe Syria's Russian-made radar and air defences. With 
Western and Arab powers increasingly actively trying to bring 
down Assad, some analysts say almost anything is possible. 

"What all this tells us is that there are a lot of "fishy" 
tactics and strategies going on in the region, with numerous 
players behind many curtains," said Hayat Alvi, lecturer in 
Middle Eastern studies at the U.S. Naval War College. 

"The Syrian military has reason to be jumpy, given these 
circumstances. Nonetheless, the idea that it would be in 
Turkey's and Syria's respective national interests to engage in 
military conflict with each other is not plausible. Both sides 
would have too much to lose, and very little to gain." 

Friday's incident underlined the fact that should foreign 
powers hope to repeat the kind of military intervention that 
toppled Muammar Gaddafi in Libya, it would first require an 
overwhelming assault on Syria's air defences. 

Foreign militaries may well now feel they have little 
choice but to keep a more respectful distance from Syria's 
borders, aware that even sophisticated high flying U.S. spy 
planes or pilotless drones could prove vulnerable. 

"It's clearer that this was... a reconnaissance jet - 
reinforcing my view that this was a surveillance flight, and 

therefore suggestive of a bolder Turkish effort to step up the 
pressure and assist rebels," said Shashank Joshi, senior fellow 
and Middle East specialist at the Royal United Services 
Institute. 

Avoiding Escalation? 
Turkey denies the jet mission had anything to do with the 

situation in Syria. The two countries initially cooperated in the 
search for the aircrew and wreckage in what appeared to be a 
deliberate strategy to avoid further escalation. 

Ankara says the aircraft was clearly marked as Turkish 
and Syrian claims that they did not know its nationality when 
they fired were not convincing. 

"Understanding the circumstances of the incident is 
crucial in informing Turkey's response especially as the region 
may ignite with hasty knee-jerk reactions," said Anthony 
Skinner, regional analyst for political risk consultancy 
Maplecroft. "This is something which (Turkish Prime Minister 
Tayyip) Erdogan, who is not one to pull his 'rhetorical 
punches', clearly understands." 

So far, Turkey has stopped short of explicitly threatening 
a military response. It has said it will formally consult its 
NATO allies under the alliance's Article Four, avoiding 
invoking the common defence clause under Article Five that 
could request other members support in retaliation. 

Some believe the entire incident may simply be the result 
of mistakes on both sides. According to the Syrian military, 
the jet was shot down by direct anti-aircraft gunfire rather than 
by anti-aircraft missiles, which have a much longer range. 

If the jet were only in range four minutes or less, the 
gunners might have fired without any time to consult senior 
commanders or Damascus itself. 

"The assumption here is that the F4 strayed into Syrian 
territory," said Henri Barkey, international relations professor 
and Middle East specialist at Lehigh University in 
Pennsylvania. 

"The Syrians are clearly quite nervous and are likely to 
interpret any action, however innocent, as hostile. My guess is 
that anti-aircraft units have been given orders to shoot at 
anything that crosses into Syrian airspace. Reports of Turkish 
arms support for the insurgents also feeds the paranoia of the 
regime." 

With Assad under mounting strain, it is even possible the 
Syrian gunners thought they were firing on one of their own 
aircraft to stop it fleeing the country. Earlier this week, a 
Syrian air force colonel flew his aircraft to Jordan to defect. 

Russian-Built Air Defences 
Syria bought new air defence systems from Russia, along 

with the training that goes with it, after Israeli jets penetrated 
its airspace in 2006 to "buzz" Assad's summer palace in 2006 
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in the apparent hope Damascus would pressure militant group 
Hamas to free kidnapped soldier Gilat Shalit. 

Defence experts say the systems purchased were far from 
the best available, and were unable to prevent another Israeli 
raid the following year that destroyed a suspected Syrian 
nuclear weapons site; although there were some reports that 
raid was only enabled by a cyber attack that blinded Syrian 
radar. 

As Gulf states in particular ramp up their support for 
opposition fighters, Syria's air defence systems also make the 
kind of parachute weapons and supply drops that were vital to 
rebel states in Libya largely impossible. 

In principle, if Turkey decided it appropriate, it could 
demand military support from the rest of NATO or simply 
take its own retaliatory action against Syrian military targets. 

But few believe that is likely, at least for now. 

"NATO as a body is likely to be cagey in offering its 
support, and NATO's collective-defense clauses do not 
necessarily cover all contingencies, particularly if you fly into 
someone else's airspace," said Joshi at the Royal United 
Services Institute. 

Ultimately, whether by accident or design, some argue the 
entire incident has given Damascus the chance to send an 
explicit warning to the rest of the world to back off. 

"Turkey is unlikely to undertake a direct military response 
against Syria without support from Washington," said Fadi 
Hakura of Britain's Chatham House think tank. 

"Washington does not seem keen for a military escalation 
prior to the presidential elections. 

"Syria has refused to apologise... sending a clear 
message... that it has the wherewithal and inclination to defend 
its airspace and territory against anti-Assad opponents." 
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16. As Hopes For Reform Fade In Bahrain, Protesters Turn Anger On United States 
(NEW YORK TIMES 24 JUN 12) ... Kareem Fahim 

MANAMA, Bahrain – In a dark alleyway of a low-slung 
suburb here, two dozen protesters gathered quietly and 
prepared to march toward a United States naval base. A 
teenager wrapped his scarf close to his mouth, bracing for tear 
gas. A man peeked out of his doorway, holding his infant 
daughter above his head, to show her a ritual of defiance that 
has become a grinding way of life. 

For months, the protests have aimed at the ruling 
monarchy, but recently they have focused on a new target. To 
their familiar slogans — demanding freedoms, praising God 
and cursing the ruling family — the young protesters added a 
new demand, written on a placard in English, so the 
Americans might see: “U.S.A. Stop arming the killers.” 

Thousands of Bahrainis rose up 16 months ago, 
demanding political liberties, social equality and an end to 
corruption. But the Sunni monarchy, seen by the United States 
and Saudi Arabia as a strategic ally and as a bulwark against 
Iran, was never left to face the rage on its own. 

More than a thousand Saudi troops helped put down the 
uprising and remain in Bahrain, making it a virtual 
protectorate. The United States, a sometimes critical but 
ultimately unshakable friend, has called for political reform 
but strengthened its support for the government. Last month, 
the Obama administration resumed arms sales here. 

Backed by powerful allies, the government has pursued 
reform on its own terms. Dialogue between the country’s 
Shiite majority and the king has stopped. Twenty-one of the 
most prominent dissidents still languish in prison, and no 
senior officials have been convicted of crimes, including 
dozens of killings, that occurred during the crackdown last 
year. Opposition activists are still regularly detained or 
interrogated for their words. 

On Friday, in what activists called a dangerous escalation, 
riot police officers forcefully dispersed a rally by Bahrain’s 
largest opposition party, injuring its leader. Every night, 
protesters march and clashes erupt, in a violent standoff that 
often seems a breath away from an explosion. As political 
leaders pursue sectarian appeals and a once cosmopolitan 
society comes undone. 

Some Bahrainis had pinned hopes for reconciliation on a 
report, issued six months ago, that investigated the events of 

February and March 2011 and found that the security forces 
had used indiscriminate force and torture in putting down the 
uprising. King Hamad bin Isa al-Khalifa promised to heed the 
report’s findings and punish officials responsible for abuse. 

Government officials assert that reforms are bearing fruit, 
that a new special unit is investigating allegations of abuse, 
and that thousands of people who lost their jobs because they 
participated in the revolt or were accused of sympathizing 
with it have been rehired. Foreign advisers have been hired to 
overhaul the security services. 

The justice minister, Khalid bin Ali al-Khalifa, said the 
polarization in Bahrain had not “reached a dangerous level 
yet.” 

“It reaches a dangerous level when you don’t have a 
government in place,” he said. “Many of the people are getting 
along with each other.” 

John F. Timoney, a former Philadelphia and Miami police 
chief who was hired to help reform a Bahraini police force 
implicated in torture and killings, said that new curriculums 
were being taught at the police academy and that police 
stations were being fitted with cameras to prevent torture 
during investigations. He also said that the current climate 
could overwhelm his efforts. 

“It’s a heavy lift, changing the culture,” he said. “If 
there’s no political solution here, it’s all for naught.” 

The possibility of a solution seems remote. Opposition 
groups and human rights activists say that the reforms leave 
the state’s undemocratic core intact, and that they fail to 
address central grievances like corruption and the 
institutionalized discrimination against the Shiite majority. 

Nabi Saleh, an island suburb of the capital, graphically 
illustrates their complaints. A Shiite village in the center is 
surrounded by seafront homes or compounds that residents say 
belong to government loyalists, members of the royal family 
or expatriates. Two slivers of beach are available for the 
public. 

During the day, police officers sit at the entrance to town, 
tear-gas launchers on their laps, waiting for the inevitable 
nightly skirmishes with young people in the village. 

A few months ago, when one of the village’s few Sunni 
residents put his house up for sale — fed up with the nightly 
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smell of tear gas — his neighbors begged him to reconsider, 
and he did. 

“This government wants us to separate,” said the man, a 
business owner who requested anonymity, fearing retribution 
by the authorities. He added, speaking of the royal family, 
“When their chairs shake, they take action.” 

Men like Ali, 22, a resident of the island, are shaking their 
chairs. Several months back, during an antigovernment 
protest, he lost an eye to a concussion grenade fired by the 
police. After he was fitted with a glass eye, he quickly 
returned to the streets. He said he had no intention of stopping 
now. 

“Until they fall,” he said. 
Opposition activists say the government often casts them 

as a fifth column, backed by Iran and bent on toppling the 
Khalifa dynasty, which conquered Bahrain in the 18th century. 

At a rally at a Manama mosque last month, a mostly 
Sunni crowd gathered in support of a proposed union with 
Saudi Arabia. The monarchy has said such a union would 
strike a blow to Iranian interference in Bahrain. There is scant 
evidence of any direct interference, though Iranian officials 
frequently proclaim their solidarity with the protesters. 

People stubbed out cigarettes on a portrait of Ayatollah 
Ali Khamenei, Iran’s supreme leader. Sheik Abdul Latif 
Mahmoud, the leader of a Sunni political group, warned 
darkly of a plot to “redivide” the region. 

“Those who created the crisis wanted us to separate from 
each other on a sectarian basis,” Mr. Mahmoud said. 

Bahrain’s mainstream Shiite political opposition has taken 
a gradualist approach to reform, calling for a constitutional 
monarchy. “Saying we want to bring the regime down makes 
Sunnis live in fear,” said Hadi Hasan al-Mosawi of the Wefaq 
party, the largest Shiite opposition group. “We don’t want to 
threaten people.” 

Opposition activists say Wefaq is losing support from 
members frustrated with its inability to bring change and 
independent activists frustrated with its religious focus and 
limited view of reform. “When a huge number loses patience, 
what will happen?” Mr. Mosawi asked. 

The march on the American naval base, the headquarters 
of the Fifth Fleet, never reached its destination. When the 
protesters got to the road leading to the base, riot officers 
surrounded them and fired tear gas. 

It was one of several protests last month that focused on 
Bahrain’s decades-old alliance with the United States, which 

includes close military cooperation and a free-trade 
agreement. Days earlier, the Obama administration announced 
the resumption of arms sales after a seven-month suspension. 

At the start of the uprising last year, a spokeswoman for 
the United States Navy said that the protests “were not against 
the United States or the United States military or anything of 
that nature.” 

That has changed. In a Shiite village, protesters burned 
American flags, and in another, a young man held up a sign 
reading, “The American administration supports the 
dictatorship in Bahrain.” Activists frequently liken United 
States statements — condemning violence by both the 
government and its opponents — to Russia’s on Syria. 

A senior Obama administration official said last month 
that the weapons sales would not include arms used for crowd 
control like tear gas. Security challenges required the sale, the 
official said, adding: “Maintaining our and our partners’ 
ability to respond to those challenges is an important 
component of our commitment to gulf security.” 

Officials framed the sales as an attempt to support Crown 
Prince Salman bin Hamad bin Isa al-Khalifa, who was visiting 
Washington at the time and is seen as representing a reform-
minded faction in the government. 

Many analysts say it is too late for such a strategy. After 
the uprising was put down by force in the spring of 2011, they 
say, hard-liners in the government, backed by the Saudis, 
became ascendant, eclipsing the reform faction represented by 
the crown prince. 

A young activist with the Bahrain Center for Human 
Rights who attended the march, Said Yousif al-Muhafdah, 
said he was unmoved by American assertions that the country 
was pressuring the Bahraini government. “I don’t want to say 
Hillary Clinton is lying,” he said. “I want to say this 
government doesn’t care.” 

The American approach faced a critical test this month. 
Doctors who had been convicted in a military court for their 
participation in the popular uprising, on charges widely seen 
as political, appeared before an appeals court. Michael H. 
Posner, the assistant secretary of state for democracy, human 
rights and labor, had taken up their case and said he had tried 
to get the government to dismiss the charges, several of the 
doctors said. 

Mr. Posner was visiting Bahrain when the verdicts were 
announced: nine of the convictions were upheld. He said the 
United States was “deeply disappointed.” 
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17. Russia’s Yaroslav Mudry Warship To Join Baltic Sea Drills 
(RIA NOVOSTI 24 JUN 12) 

MOSCOW/KALININGRAD -- Russia's Yaroslav Mudry 
frigate will join the FRUKUS international naval drills that 
will kick off in the Baltic Sea on Sunday, a Russian Defense 
Ministry spokesman said. 

The annual naval drills, which traditionally involve 
France, Russia, Britain and the United States, practice 
interoperability for future joint operations. 

Britain’s York destroyer, the United States’ USS 
Normandy (CG-60) guided-missile cruiser and France’s 
destroyer De Grasse will take part in the FRUKUS 2012 
exercises. 

The drills will consist of several stages including joint 
maneuvering, repelling airstrikes and attacks of fast-speed 
boats, artillery practice and ship rescue exercises. 

Previously called RUKUS, the exercises were launched in 
1988 to promote dialogue between the Soviet Union, Britain, 
and the United States. The name was changed to FRUKUS in 
2003, when France formally joined the group. 

The Yaroslav Mudry is a Neustrashimy-class multi-
purpose sea- and ocean-going ship intended to engage surface 
and sub-surface targets. It is equipped with powerful air 
defenses and is capable of rendering artillery support to 
ground troops. 
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18. Senior Leaders: Now Is The Time For Law Of The Sea Treaty Ratification 
(NEW LONDON DAY 25 JUN 12) ... Jennifer McDermott 

Treaty regulates ocean resources and uses; U.S. only 
Arctic nation that hasn't signed 

The military's senior leaders are ramping up efforts to 
convince the senators to ratify the Law of the Sea Convention. 

With a defense strategy that emphasizes the Asia-Pacific 
region and the increasing importance of the Arctic, they argue 
the time is right to join the United Nations treaty that regulates 
the resources of the sea and uses of the ocean. 

The vice chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff and leaders 
of the Navy, Coast Guard and three military commands this 
month told the Senate Foreign Relations Committee that 
joining would strengthen America's position around the world. 

Adm. Robert J. Papp Jr., Coast Guard commandant, said 
in an interview that it's "well past" time to ratify the treaty and 
lock in the rights it sets forth. 

Of the eight Arctic nations, only the United States is not a 
party to the convention. Other countries with Arctic coastlines 
are charting the continental shelves to make claims under the 
treaty to increase their rights to the oil and gas reserves that lie 
beneath the Arctic waters. 

In some places, the zone where the United States controls 
the undersea resources could be extended from 200 nautical 
miles off the coast to 600 miles, Papp said. 

"The only way to do that is to work through the 
convention," said Papp, who called the ability to make such a 
claim "a big deal for the U.S." 

Sen. John Kerry, D-Mass., chairman of the foreign 
relations committee, has called the case for ratification "clear 
and compelling," but has been reluctant to bring it to a vote 
until after the election. 

Some Republican senators oppose joining, saying the 
treaty would undermine U.S. sovereignty. Both of 

Connecticut's Democratic senators, Joe Lieberman and 
Richard Blumenthal, support it. 

Blumenthal called the treaty a "powerful strategic win for 
the United States." 

"The Law of the Sea will be helpful all over the world but 
especially as we prioritize Pacific operations," he said. "And 
particularly for a state like Connecticut, which builds 
submarines and supports the Navy so effectively, the Law of 
the Sea will be advantageous." 

Leon Panetta became the first secretary of defense to 
testify as to the military's support of the treaty before the 
Senate committee in May. 

By not being one of the 162 parties to the convention, the 
United States is at a "distinct disadvantage" in disputes over 
maritime rights and responsibilities, Panetta said in his 
statement. The treaty "provides the stable, recognized legal 
regime we need to conduct our global operations today." 

Under Secretary of the Navy Robert O. Work said in an 
interview the treaty now is "much more central to what our 
national security strategy is asking us to do." 

In talking with his colleagues, Blumenthal said, he's 
hearing more and more that the treaty will enhance the 
military's power. 

"I think we're on the cusp of a strong consensus because 
of the timing and the recognition that ratification is important 
to American interests in the Pacific," he said. 

Papp also seemed optimistic. 
"There may be some hope after the election, when people 

are not so focused on the politics of it," he said. "Perhaps we'll 
get some reasonable people together and try to do what's right 
for the country." 
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19. China, N. Korea Wary Of U.S. Naval Exercises 
(STARS AND STRIPES 25 JUN 12) ... Jon Rabiroff and Yoo Kyong Chang 

ABOARD THE USS GEORGE WASHINGTON — U.S. 
officials say the USS George Washington is in the Yellow Sea 
for exercises they describe as routine, but China and North 
Korea have expressed concern at the proximity to their 
territorial waters and analysts say the aircraft carrier's presence 
symbolizes the shift in U.S. military focus toward the Asia-
Pacific. 

The George Washington wrapped up a two-day exercise 
with the navies of Japan and South Korea last week south of 
the Korean peninsula. A three-day exercise is now under way 
west of the peninsula with ships from the South. 

Reporters were flown onboard the George Washington on 
Sunday for a look at what the aircraft carrier and its striker 
group have been doing. 

The Pentagon has said the exercises would not infringe on 
the territorial waters of any other countries in the region. But 
officials from China and North Korea have publicly expressed 
concern about having the massive ship so close to their 
coastlines. 

“China believes the international community, especially 
countries in the Asia-Pacific region, should contribute more to 

ensuring the peace and stability of the Korean peninsula, as 
well as the Northeast Asia region, not making things worse,” 
China Foreign Ministry spokesman Liu Weimin was quoted 
earlier this month as saying in reference to the naval exercises. 

North Korean media outlets reportedly warned last week 
that the U.S. and South Korea faced “grave consequences” if 
they continue what they termed provocative actions, like the 
exercises. 

“Even the slightest provocation on the peninsula may 
promptly lead to an all-out nuclear war between both sides,” 
one said. 

“Dark clouds of a new war are thus hanging heavily in 
Northeast Asia including the peninsula,” another said. 

With the new U.S. defense posture focused more on the 
Asia-Pacific region, local analysts see the presence of the 
George Washington as a signal of that intent. But they also 
caution that a new Cold War could ensue from that policy. 

“The U.S. announced that it will maintain its influence on 
a global level,” said Baek Seung Joo, a senior researcher with 
the Korea Institute for Defense Analyses’ Center for Security 
and Strategy in Seoul. “Thus, the exercises look to be 
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affiliated with the new U.S. defense strategy pivoted to the 
Asia-Pacific region.” 

Yang Mu-jin, a professor at the University of North 
Korean Studies in Seoul, said, “The U.S. would like to keep its 
supremacy in Asia. I’m worried a new Cold War — (with) the 
U.S., Japan and South Korea vs. China and North Korea — 
may be more and more set in,” by the George Washington’s 
recent presence off the Korean peninsula. 

“We need to re-examine the American-Korean alliance,” 
he said. “It must be an alliance for the peace on the Korean 
peninsula and our people. It must not be an alliance to raise 
tension on the Korean peninsula and for (increasing) any 
regime’s power.” 

Pentagon spokesman Capt. John Kirby said last week that 
there was no great significance behind the two naval exercises, 
other than practice. 

“One of the things we talked about is the need not just for 
good bilateral relationships in that part of the world, but 
multilateral,” he said. “And this is a very strong trilateral 
relationship we enjoy with those two countries. 

“We’re going to continue to look for opportunities to 
improve interoperability between us.” 

Those comments were echoed Sunday on the bridge of 
the George Washington by Capt. David A. Lausman, the 
ship’s commander. 

“This is not about North Korea,” he said. “This is about 
two great navies with a rich, long tradition, working together 
again, improving our understanding of each other.” 

Asked what message the carrier’s presence in the Yellow 
Sea was sending to North Korea and China, Lausman said, 

“The message the George Washington sends is really the 
message that the crew sends – that we are here working … to 
increase the stability and the security of international waters. 

“This is nothing special or new that we’re doing,” he said. 
“We have operated in the international waters around the 
Korean peninsula every year that we have been here. This is a 
standard routine for us.” 

South Korea’s joint chiefs of staff announced that 
approximately 10 ships and submarines, 8,000 
servicemembers and an assortment of aircraft are participating 
in the Yellow Sea exercise, west of the town of Taean, about 
125 miles south of the maritime border of North Korea. 

The officials reportedly said that during the exercise, the 
two navies would practice how they would track a North 
Korean long-range missile if one were launched, as well as 
finding and destroying North Korean submarines. 

On Sunday, with close to two dozen media 
representatives looking on, a steady stream of warplanes took 
off and landed on the deck of the carrier, as dozens of 
crewmen scurried around in coordinated chaos. 

This is not the first time the George Washington has 
sailed into controversy off the Korean peninsula. In 2010, the 
aircraft carrier was sent to participate in exercises in the wake 
of North Korean attacks on a South Korean warship and 
border island, incidents that left 50 people dead. 

U.S. officials said the carrier’s presence at the first 
exercise in the Sea of Japan — known to Koreans as the East 
Sea — was “designed to send a clear message to North Korea 
that its aggressive behavior must stop.” 

Return to Index 
 

20. China Tightening Grip on Spratlys 
(PHILIPPINE STAR 23 JUN 12) ... Pia Lee-Brago 

MANILA, Philippines - China has set up a new 
“prefecture level” city called Sansha to administer three 
disputed islands in the West Philippine Sea (South China Sea), 
according to Chinese state-owned Xinhua news agency. 

The development has tightened China’s grip on islands 
that it calls its own in the West Philippine Sea, particularly the 
Spratlys. 

On Thursday, Xinhua reported that Xisha (Paracels), 
Zhongsha (Macclesfield bank), and Nansha (Spratlys) islands 
have been collectively elevated to prefecture status under 
Sansha city from their previous county-level status. 

Sansha means “city of three sands” in Chinese. 
A statement from the Ministry of Civil Affairs said the 

State Council or China’s Cabinet has approved the 
establishment of Sansha, with its seat of government on 
Yongxing Island, which is part of the Paracels. 

The county-level “administration office” for the three 
islands was also based on Yongxing Island. 

A spokesperson for China’s Ministry of Civil Affairs said 
the creation of Sansha city would help improve China’s 
“administrative management on Xisha, Zhongsha and Nansha 
islands and their future development.” 

“It is also conducive to protecting the oceanic 
environment of the South China Sea,” the spokesman said. 

He claimed that China set up the administration office for 
the three islands in 1959. 

He also maintained that it was China which first 
discovered and named the reefs and islets around Xisha, 
Zhongsha and Nansha Islands. 

The Department of Foreign Affairs said it had no detailed 
information on China’s latest declaration. 

“We don’t have yet the details of this report,” DFA 
spokesman Raul Hernandez said. 

Also on Thursday, China’s foreign ministry spokesman 
Hong Lei urged Philippine officials to refrain from making 
remarks meant to influence public opinion on the month-old 
standoff at Panatag (Scarborough) Shoal. 

Hong issued the statement at a press briefing in Beijing 
when asked to comment on President Aquino’s announcement 
that Philippine Air Force planes would fly over Panatag Shoal 
to check on the situation in the area. 

Hong asserted it was the Philippine warships’ 
“harassment” of Chinese fishermen in early April that 
triggered the Panatag Shoal incident. 

He said the Philippines’ tough and high profile stance on 
the issue had only heightened tensions. 

But he said tensions have eased and that the two sides 
have been vigorously exerting efforts to repair bilateral 
relations. 

“China hopes the Philippine side will do more to help the 
development of bilateral ties and refrain from stirring public 
opinion, so as to safeguard the recovery of bilateral ties,” 
Hong said. 
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Thankful 
The DFA also said the Philippines greatly appreciates the 

United States’ reaffirming of its support for the country in its 
territorial dispute with China, as relayed by Ambassador Harry 
Thomas Jr. 

“What U.S. Ambassador Harry Thomas Jr. said on 
Thursday was a reiteration of the U.S. position on the 
territorial dispute and support for the Philippines to seek 
resolution,” Hernandez said. 

The U.S. has been pressing China, the Philippines and 
other countries with territorial claims in the West Philippine 
Sea to resolve their dispute through diplomacy, particularly in 
accordance with international law, including the United 
Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS). 

At the 2+2 meeting in May in Washington, Secretary of 
State Hillary Clinton had expressed deep concern over 
developments in the West Philippine Sea and urged China to 
clarify its motivation and interest in the region. 

Hernandez said that Clinton’s message was for nations 
involved to “subscribe to a rules-based approach in resolving 
competing claims in maritime areas through peaceful, 
collaborative, multilateral and diplomatic processes within the 
framework of international law, reflected in the UNCLOS.” 

“This is the same position that the Philippines has 
repeatedly conveyed to China,” Hernandez said. 

Unmindful Of China 
As China appears to be tightening its grip on territories 

being claimed by its smaller neighbors, the mayor of Kalayaan 
town in the Spratlys said he and his constituents would never 
give up asserting Philippines sovereignty. 

Mayor Eugenio Bito-onon, in a telephone interview, said 
that while China cannot be prevented from doing “crazy 
things,” they would never recognize its latest effort to 
strengthen its “administrative control” over the Spratlys. 

“We do not recognize that. We are a regime of islands 
under the Philippine government,” Bito-onon, said, stressing 
that Kalayaaan town has been in existence for 34 years. He 
said his municipality celebrated its founding anniversary last 
June 11. 

He also said the seat of the so-called Sansha city on 
Yongxing Island or Woody Island in the Paracels – a Chinese 
island garrison – is 364 nautical miles from Kalayaan island 
town. 

“It’s very far from Pag-Asa. It’s not going to affect us,” 
he said. 

Aside from China and the Philippines, Vietnam, Taiwan, 
Brunei and Malaysia have territorial claims in the area. 

All Spratlys claimant countries have troops in the region 
except for Brunei. 

Return to Index 
 

21. Missteps Plague South Korean Fighter Jet Contest 
(DEFENSE NEWS 23 JUN 12) ... Jung Sung-Ki 

SEOUL, South Korea — South Korea’s multi-billion-
dollar project to acquire 60 new combat aircraft is facing 
delays following controversies over the fighter jet evaluation 
methods and mistakes in how the bids were submitted. 

In the latest fiasco, the 8.3 trillion won ($7.2 billion) 
contest was postponed June 19, just one day after the three 
bidders — Lockheed Martin, Boeing and EADS — submitted 
their proposals for the F-X III contest, whose winner is to be 
announced in October. That’s because the proposals by 
Lockheed and EADS failed to meet translation requirements, 
according to South Korea’s Defense Acquisition Program 
Administration (DAPA). 

Lockheed is offering the F-35 Joint Strike Fighter, Boeing 
the F-15SE Silent Eagle and EADS the Typhoon. 

Four of the 24 files Lockheed submitted, related to offset 
programs and the prices of key equipment, lacked documents 
translated into Korean, while EADS’ 32 files were mostly in 
English with only an executive summary in Korean, the 
agency said in a statement. 

The decision fanned the possibility that the fighter 
procurement plan would not meet its schedule. 

“The F-X III selection will be two weeks behind schedule 
inevitably, due to the translation problem, which means 
DAPA’s fighter evaluation, set to begin early July, is to be 
postponed,” said Kim Dae-young, a research member of the 
Korea Defense & Security Forum, a private defense think tank 
here. “We already don’t have much time for evaluation and 
price negotiation.” 

Earlier, the contest came under controversy over the 
evaluation methods planned for the F-35, which has long been 
considered the front-runner due to its “fifth-generation” 
capability. 

DAPA’s evaluation team decided to test the F-35 through 
the use of simulators, since the U.S. government doesn’t allow 
pilots from potential customers to fly the single-engine stealth 
plane, which is still about 20 percent of the way through its 
testing program. 

Critics argue, however, that simulator evaluations cannot 
prove the performance of a fighter jet in a proper manner, 
especially since the aircraft is still being developed. 

Rumor and speculation also arose that the administration 
of President Lee Myung-bak is trying to give preference to the 
U.S. fighter jet over the Typhoon, the product of Eurofighter, 
a four-nation European consortium. 

“Unlike the simulation of a commercial airplane, it’s 
almost impossible to demonstrate high-mobility features and 
technologies of a fighter jet,” said Shin Bo-hyun, head of the 
Weapons System Concept Development and Application 
Research Center at Konkuk University here. 

Shin, a retired South Korean Air Force major general, 
said, “A big question is what functions are to be evaluated 
through simulation, even though the F-35 program 
development is still in limbo.” 

Facing a barrage of public criticism over the “rough-and-
ready” fighter competition, Noh Dae-rae, commissioner of the 
DAPA, backed down, saying the fighter selection schedule 
could be delayed. 

“Making a decision by October is our goal, not an 
obligation, for effective negotiations,” Noh said. “But if we 
need more time to verify candidates and negotiate with 
bidders, we’re not really obliged to that timeline.” 

He also hinted that his agency would demand that the 
U.S. government allow a South Korean pilot to fly an actual F-
35. 
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Lockheed officials still have confidence that their high-
fidelity simulators, including the F-35 manned tactical 
simulator and handling qualities simulator, will offer a great 
deal of access to the F-35 system. 

“In the past, when we have a fighter aircraft with two 
seats, the second seat was required to be used for training 
purposes, but today’s technology allows us to build a single-
seat airplane because today’s simulators are very precise and 
accurate,” Randy Howard, director of Lockheed’s F-35 
campaign in South Korea, told Defense News. 

“We’re confident that South Korean pilots can fly our 
simulators and fully understand the aerodynamics and 
operational capabilities of the F-35,” he added. 

Boeing has yet to firm up its arrangements for the F-15SE 
evaluation, with doubts hanging over the twin-engine plane’s 
ability to perform both traditional and stealthy functions. 

“Many of the key capability elements of the Silent Eagle 
are already well along with the development as part of the F-
15 international programs that are ongoing,” said Howard 
Berry, Boeing’s vice president for sales. “In that point, Korea 
is actually in a tremendous position, giving the timing of their 
acquisition to leverage other ongoing development activities 
funded by other F-15 customers worldwide.” 

EADS is confident in the F-X III testing and evaluation 
procedures, since hundreds of Typhoon fighters have already 
entered service. 

“You can feel a large gap obviously between flying an 
actual aircraft and testing simulator programs,” an EADS 
official said. “We’re confident in the deal, as long as the 
competition is to proceed with fairness.” 

The European aerospace giant is proposing that South 
Korea become the world’s fifth nation to produce the twin-
engine, multirole combat aircraft, following Britain, Germany, 
Italy and Spain. 

The company links the F-X deal to Seoul’s fighter 
development plan codenamed KF-X, aimed at producing more 
than 200 multirole, stealthy aircraft. 

“Key technology challenges related to the KF-X 
development are common to F-X key technologies and 
enhancement roadmaps,” Thomas Linkenbach, vice president 
of air systems portfolio management and sales for Cassidian, 
the EADS unit leading the Typhoon campaign in South Korea, 
said in a June 19 forum. “F-X procurement offers the best 
opportunity for the Republic of Korea to pave the way towards 
the technological challenge a fighter development imposes.” 

He referred to several fighter technologies that could be 
transferred to South Korea. Among them are developing low-
observable configurations, radar signature analysis and testing, 
radar-absorbing structure technology, advanced fighter control 
law design, and the integration of active electronically scanned 
array radars. 
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22. Japan Strives To Overcome Defense Industrial Base ‘Crisis’ 
(DEFENSE NEWS 24 JUN 12) ... Paul Kallender-Umezu 

TOKYO — Japan’s defense industrial base, facing years 
of declining spending and export restrictions, faces a “crisis” 
and must urgently restructure in conjunction with Defense 
Ministry leadership, according to results of a six-month study. 

The report, “Towards Formulation of a Strategy for 
Survival,” released by the MoD’s Defense Production and 
Technology Base Research Committee, notes that damage 
done by a half-century ban on weapon exports combined with 
decreased annual defense spending have left Japan’s defense 
industry in a parlous state. 

Japan’s defense budget has sagged to 4.64 trillion yen 
($58.7 billion) this year from 4.87 trillion yen in 2004, and 
helped force 102 small- and medium-sized companies out of 
Japan’s defense market. 

Adding to the problems is the plight of internationally 
recognized major contractors, who were sheltered by the arms 
export ban that was only lifted in December and accustomed 
to dealing with piecemeal procurement by their sole customer, 
the MoD. These companies are unable to compete in an 
international market dominated by global companies shaped 
through 20 years of megamergers and consolidation. 

The report abuts Japan’s 2010 Mid-Term Defense 
Program, Japan’s latest five-year defense policy, which urges 
creation of a more dynamic and flexible military to support the 
U.S. as a more assertive China and unpredictable North Korea 
potentially raise tensions in East Asia. 

“I have been saying that we needed to reform for the last 
20 years. I think there is general agreement among the MoD 
and defense industry people that the industry is in crisis and 
without reform it will be impossible to establish the kind of 
dynamic defense forces envisaged in the [2010] Defense 

Guidelines,” said Yuzo Murayama, a professor at Doshinsha 
University’s Business School. He was one of nine outside 
experts from business, academia and industry the MoD 
included on the investigative panel. 

The report recommends the MoD work with industry to 
focus research, development and production in areas where 
Japan has a technological edge or can leverage its capabilities 
for international sales, while restructuring its business 
practices. 

Working with the MoD, conglomerates such as 
Mitsubishi Heavy Industries, Mitsubishi Electric, IHI, NEC, 
Toshiba and Fujitsu — for whom defense production is a 
fraction of their global business — should consider alliances 
or mergers of business units to improve efficiencies, stop 
overlaps, and pool production and R&D resources, the report 
said. 

Industry, in consultation with the MoD, also should focus 
on what specific technologies and products it should produce 
domestically and those they should license, using non-defense 
product commercial know-how. A similar selection and 
refocus should occur to boost international research and 
development with partner companies, countries and 
consortiums, according to the report. 

“Japan is suffering from what is often called the 
‘Galapagos syndrome’ of isolation from global markets,” said 
Christopher Hughes, professor of International Politics and 
Japanese Studies, University of Warwick. 

“Japan has to do something or else they will lose their 
defense industrial base, and especially the smaller SMEs 
[small and medium enterprises], and will lose their vaunted 
autonomy in defense production [or at least breakout 



 

24 
 

capability for autonomy] and thus strategic leverage on the 
U.S. and any independence left in the destiny of their own 
security policy,” Hughes said. 

The report recommends the MoD establish and lead an 
evaluation committee of independent experts to begin the 
process of consultation with industry, Murayama said. 

The report is vague on specifics, leaving key decisions to 
the MoD and industry, leading to concerns about 
implementation, particularly regarding industry mergers and 
consolidation. 

“We could not reach the agreement on this point,” 
Murayama said. “I personally think that restructuring is 
necessary since the number of companies is simply too many 
compared with the market size [in comparison with the U.S. 
and European situation]. However, industry has different 
opinions sometimes,” he said. Since defense industry 
profitability is low, it does not make sense to gather those low-
profit companies and establish mega-companies, he said. 

MoD press officer Takaaki Ohno said the MoD has 
prioritized the issue, but the timing and specifics of 
implementing the recommendations have yet to be ironed out. 

Satoshi Tsuzukibashi, director of the Office of Defense 
Production Committee at Nippon Keidanren, Japan’s most 
powerful industrial lobby, which was represented on the 
committee, said Keidanren looked forward to working with 
the MoD but that business decisions, not industrial strategy, 
would guide future actions. 

“Some insist that mergers are necessary for companies in 
the defense industry, but others say that individual companies 
should be able to utilize their own synergies with non-defense 
products better,” Tsuzukibashi said. “We expect the [next 
committee] to reflect our opinions.” 

“The most interesting question is what options Japan 
has,” Hughes said. 

“Some [companies] are just going for more work with the 
U.S. and accepting a perceived inevitability of acting as 
subcontractors for the larger U.S. conglomerates. Others are 
talking about withdrawing and just concentrating on one or 
two sectors with some collaboration. Others yet seem to think 
that Japan can more or less go on as it is with more 
international collaboration with the U.S. but also to 
counterbalance this with working with the Europeans, 
especially the British and French,” Hughes said. 
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23. Somali Pirates Battled In London As Banks Curb Dollar Supply 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 22 JUN 12) ... Michelle Wiese Bockmann 

The fight against Somali pirates, responsible for hijacking 
about 170 vessels in four years, is starting to draw in British 
banks, until now a major source of the stacks of dollars used to 
pay ransoms. 

The supply of dollars from U.K. banks dwindled since 
Prime Minister David Cameron created a 14-nation task force 
in February to halt payments, said Michele White, the general 
counsel to the International Association of Independent 
Tanker Owners, the industry’s biggest trade group. Ransoms 
reached $160 million last year, according to One Earth Future 
Foundation, a nonprofit group based in Broomfield, Colorado. 

Governments, which spent almost $1.3 billion in 2011 on 
military interventions including naval patrols, are seeking to 
restrict the payments because they encourage more hijackings 
by pirates in Somalia, the world’s fifth-poorest nation. The 
banking curbs will make it harder for ship owners and insurers 
to get back the 227 seafarers and 12 vessels still held hostage. 

“The only way you release a crew is by payment,” said 
Cyrus Mody, the assistant director of the International 
Maritime Bureau in London, which tracks piracy. “It’s true 
that ransoms are the key fact that keep piracy going, but unless 
there’s another option available, then pirates are going to take 
out their frustrations on the crew if they aren’t paid.” 

Task Force 
Payments to pirates operating off Somalia averaged $4.7 

million a vessel this year, according to the European Union 
naval force patrolling the region. The pirates hijacked more 
than 170 ships since 2008 and took about 3,400 seafarers 
hostage, according to the IMB. 

Cameron held a conference of more than 40 nations in 
February to discuss restoring stability to Somalia and 
announced the creation of the International Pirate Ransoms 
Task Force, which met for the first time May 30. Members 
include the U.K., U.S., and Panama and Liberia, which have 
the two biggest ship registries. U.K. banks are concerned they 

may face penalties in the future for being involved in such 
transactions, White said. 

“The very existence of the task force is making the 
payments much more difficult,” she said, citing insurers and 
lawyers in London directly involved in ransom negotiations. 
“The ransom lawyers are on the very margins of their ability 
to raise physical dollars to pay ransoms.” 

U.S. President Barack Obama signed an Executive Order 
in April 2010 barring citizens from financial dealings with 
pirates. Since the February conference, the U.S. government 
has increased pressure on its allies to curb the transfer of 
payments to Somalia, said Michael Frodl, the founder of C-
LEVEL Maritime Risks, a Washington-based company 
advising banks, transport companies and insurers. 

Executive Order 
“The Treasury Department does not determine private 

business decisions of foreign banks outside the U.S.,” John 
Sullivan, a spokesman for the Treasury, wrote in an e-mailed 
response to questions. “There has been no change in 
Treasury’s policy regarding the implementation” of the 2010 
Executive Order, he said. 

U.K. banks were “a location of choice” for paying cash to 
pirates until about six months ago, according to Stephen 
Askins, a London-based partner at law firm Ince & Co. and a 
former Royal Marine who helps owners and insurers release 
hostages. 

As much as 95 percent of the world’s war-risk insurance 
is placed in London, and ship owners will go elsewhere if 
U.K. underwriters can no longer arrange payments, Askins 
said. Ships need an additional premium for war-risk insurance 
when passing through waters deemed to be high-risk piracy 
areas. 

‘Sensitive Payment’ 
“The issue is one of intense international debate and 

action, and banks will comply with their legal obligations,” the 
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British Bankers Association, which represents 200 lenders, 
said in an e-mail. “As with processing any sensitive payment, 
a range of factors need to be considered by the bank 
concerned.” 

Crews are being subjected to increasing levels of 
violence, the foundation said in a report today. More than 50 
percent of seafarers held hostage last year by Somali pirates 
were abused or used as human shields, it said. 

Hostages are being held for an average of eight months, 
according to the IMB. An outright ban on ransom payments 
would jeopardize crews, said Allan Graveson, the senior 
national secretary of Nautilus, the U.K. and Dutch seafarers’ 
union. 

“Banks are worried by the commercial threat, even 
though payment of ransoms is legal,” Graveson said. “So these 
dollars do not come from U.K. or U.S. banks, who have been 
frightened off by talk of a ransom ban.” 
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PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
24. Panetta: Junior Leaders Can Stop Suicides 
(NAVY TIMES 22 JUN 12) ... Patricia Kime 

Defense Secretary Leon Panetta said Friday that 
preventing suicides is a foremost leadership responsibility 
shouldered by all commanders, but especially by junior leader, 
non-commissioned officers and petty officers with direct 
oversight over troops. 

Calling suicide “the most frustrating challenge” of his 
position, Panetta said the Defense Department can create 
programs, conduct research and lead innovation in 
neuroscience, but leaders must tackle the issue “head on” 
because prevention falls to them. 

“We will not tolerate actions that belittle, that haze, that 
ostracize any individual, particularly those who have made the 
decision to get help. Leadership throughout the department 
must make it understood that seeking help is a sign of 
strength, not a sign of weakness,” he said. 

Panetta’s speech, to attendees at an annual DoD-Veterans 
Affairs Department suicide prevention conference, comes at a 
time when the military is grappling with increased suicides. 
Through June, 155 troops killed themselves, a pace of almost 
one a day this year. During the same period last year, 130 
service members had died by suicide. 

Some mental health experts say the issue is tied to the 
services’ high operations tempo and the result of multiple 
combat deployments. But more than half of those in the 
military who commit suicide have never deployed. 

“We’re dealing with broader societal issues — substance 
abuse, financial distress, relationship problems — risk factors 
that will endure beyond war,” Panetta said. 

According to monthly service reports, the Army had 76 
suicides through June 1 while the Marine Corps had 18. The 
Air Force had 35 as of May 1, according to figures provided to 
Air Force Times. The Navy does not publish monthly 
statistics, but at least 20 sailors have committed suicide this 
year. 

Earlier this month, Panetta said DoD is reviewing the 
services’ processes for assessing and deciding mental health 
diagnoses and discharges. 

He said Friday that correct diagnoses are key to military 
personnel getting the counseling they need. 

“We’ve got to do everything we can to make sure the 
system itself is working to help solve this issue, not to hide 
this issue, not to make the wrong judgment,” he said. 

Suicide is a human issue, he said, and its prevention 
ultimately comes down to human action — recognizing the 
warning signs and reaching out. 

That includes fostering unit cohesion, understanding of 
mental health issues and acceptance of treatment, he said. 

“We are a family. And by God, we have to take care of 
our family members. That’s not just Italian, that’s American,” 
Panetta said. 
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25. Services Fight Rising Suicide Figures With Increased Outreach 
(NAVY TIMES 2 JUL 12) ... Patricia Kime 

Amid record suicides this year, the services continue to 
develop prevention programs that stress leadership and 
encourage service members to reach out for help. 

“We want to impress upon them that when they do need 
help, they should seek it, and by doing so, they are showing 
strength, not weakness,” Laura Junor, deputy assistant defense 
secretary for readiness, told attendees at a June 20 suicide 
prevention conference sponsored by the Defense and Veterans 
Affairs departments. Junor said it’s the responsibility of all 
leaders “to create a command climate that facilitates and 
actively encourages your troops to get the help they need … 
and you must stand by them.” The military’s suicide rate is 
17.7 per 100,000 people, compared with a national rate of 11 
per 100,000. 

Each service has its own prevention programs, and the 
past year has seen the launch of a number of new initiatives. 

The Marine Corps issued a general order this year on 
suicide prevention and now allows Marines to teach the annual 
“Never Leave a Marine Behind” course. That program, with 
modules geared to different leadership levels, offers the video 
and discussion-based training that Marines appear to prefer, 
said program manager Navy Lt. Cmdr. Andrew Martin. 

“The Marine Corps went back to the basics in training. 
There is no PowerPoint,” he said. 

The Air Force transferred suicide prevention programs 
from the surgeon general’s office to the vice chief of staff, a 
move that enables a communitywide approach, said Maj. Mike 
McCarthy, the Air Force’s suicide prevention program 
manager. 

The service also has introduced Virtual Wingman, an app 
that offers smartphone and computer access to prevention 
information, links to the DoD/VA suicide prevention website 
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and chat function with the VA’s crisis line. It’s online at 
www.airforcevirtualwingman.com. 

Since November, the Navy has trained 1,000 suicide 
prevention coordinators via webinars, filling a gap among 
those assigned to remote locations. 

The Navy also is encouraging growth of a grass-roots 
program, Sailors Against Destructive Decisions, offering peer-
to-peer outreach at the junior enlisted levels, said Lt. Cmdr. 
Bonnie Chavez, the Navy’s behavioral health program 
manager. 

Walter Morales, the Army’s suicide prevention program 
manager, said that by the end of the year, the Army will roll 
out a strategic plan focused on reducing the stigma of seeking 
mental health help. Focus groups are now visiting posts 
“talking to civilians and soldiers to see what issues are 
prevalent in units so we can capture them,” Morales said. 

The Army also continues with a long-term study — 
STARRS, or Study to Assess Risk and Resilience in Service 

members — that is scheduled to run through 2014. STARRS 
provides findings as they become available, which influence 
ongoing prevention efforts, Morales said. 

Soldiers also continue to embrace Total Force Fitness, 
focusing on resilience training, physical health, education and 
professional development. 

DoD has partnered with VA on a number of initiatives 
designed to streamline health care of active duty troops and 
veterans, including developing a joint electronic health record 
by 2017. 

VA Secretary Eric Shinseki said he and Defense Secretary 
Leon Panetta have met five times, including twice in the past 
month, to collaborate on issues common to both departments, 
including suicide prevention efforts. 

“Our shared commitment to help the most challenged of 
our men and women find the strength and hope they need to 
prevail over the issues of suicide are crucial. We must end 
suicides,” Shinseki said. 
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26. Quadrennial Review Of Military Compensation 
Combat Pay Fairness System Should Reward Higher Risk, Report Says 
(NAVY TIMES 02 JUL 12) ... Andrew Tilghman 

The military's current framework for compensating troops 
in combat is broken and needs to be radically overhauled, 
according to the newly released 11th Quadrennial Review of 
Military Compensation. 

The report, required by law every four years, concluded 
that “there is little correlation between exposure to danger and 
compensation benefits.” 

The thrust of the report affirms that while deploying to a 
combat zone can be generally lucrative in terms of 
compensation, greater danger doesn’t necessarily mean more 
money -- in fact, far from it. 

Take the example of a junior enlisted grunt deployed to 
Helmand province, Afghanistan. He’s living in a tent and 
getting shot at routinely, for which he gets a flat $225 per 
month in “hostile fire pay” and a “combat-zone tax exclusion” 
worth a few hundred dollars a month. 

Meanwhile, a Navy O-6 assigned to Bahrain also gets a 
stipend, “imminent danger pay,” worth that same $225 a 
month. And his combat-zone tax exclusion will be worth well 
over $1,250 a month. Bahrain is technically part of a 
designated combat zone, but the Navy deems the risk to be so 
low that a sailor can relocate his family there, send his kids to 
local schools and go out drinking at local bars for happy hour. 

Military data show that junior enlisted troops are far more 
likely to suffer serious or fatal combat injuries than troops at 
other paygrades. Troops at the E-3 level are roughly twice as 
likely to be a combat casualty, compared with an E-5 or a 
first-year commissioned officer, data show. 

With all that in mind, the QRMC says Congress and the 
Pentagon should consider a series of measures to “strengthen 
the relationship between combat and compensation so that 
combat compensation more appropriately rewards those 
service members who face the greatest possibility of being 
injured or losing their lives as a result of hostile action.” 

The QRMC’s recommendations -- which would require 
approval from Congress -- call for two major changes to 
today’s pay plan to give more money to troops who are most 
often in harm’s way. 

Higher Hostile Fire Pay 
One change would set hostile fire pay higher than 

imminent danger pay. Now, they’re both $225 per month, 
allowing for no monetary distinction between an infantryman 
deployed to the most dangerous places in the world and an 
administrative officer working in the Philippines, Cuba or 
Greece. 

The QRMC also suggests that imminent danger pay could 
be broken down into several categories that offer more money 
for increased risk. 

The result would be to replace today’s flat payment of 
$225 with a multilevel pay scale that offers more money to 
troops who face more danger, and less -- or even no -- 
additional money for troops who face low-level risks. 

The report does not recommend any specific amounts for 
the new combat pays. 

A New Tax Credit 
A second and potentially more significant proposal would 

eliminate the current combat-zone tax exclusion and replace it 
with a tax credit that puts more cash in the pockets of lower-
ranking troops. 

The tax exclusion essentially shields military pay from 
federal taxes up to the highest level of monthly enlisted pay, 
for the service’s senior enlisted advisers. This effectively 
means only senior O-5s and above pay any federal taxes while 
in a combat zone. 

But the real value of the tax exclusion is difficult to 
calculate and hinges on many financial factors. In general, its 
value increases with income level, reflecting the progressive 
nature of the U.S. tax code in which people who make more 
money pay more in taxes. 

As a result, junior enlisted troops see a modest actual 
benefit from the tax exclusion because the tax bill on their 
base salary is comparatively small. The tax benefit for an E-3 
amounts to less than $300 a month, for example. 

In contrast, senior officers whose base pay can exceed 
$100,000 a year typically expect to have a large tax bill, so the 
exclusion provides them with a far larger windfall. For 
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example, officers in paygrades O-4 to O-6 see a benefit of 
about $1,200 per month, according to a tax analysis conducted 
for the QRMC. 

In 2009, the value of the tax exclusion ranged from a low 
of $280 up to $22,430. The median value was $4,600. 

In fact, the calculations can be so complex that 
accountants can use the combat-zone tax exclusion to 
manipulate tax returns in a way that results in senior officers 
receiving thousands of dollars through the Earned Income Tax 
Credit, a program intended to help low-income families with 
children, the report said. 

The tax credit provided an additional $3.6 billion to 
service members in 2009, far more than the total value of 
hostile fire pay and imminent danger pay combined. 

But individual troops rarely understand the combat-zone 
tax exclusion’s true impact. 

“The benefit to members is not easily quantified, since it 
depends upon the individual member’s marginal tax bracket 
plus the impact on a variety of federal and state programs,” the 
report says. “The complexity of the benefit calculated from an 
income tax return reduces the likelihood that an individual can 
compare the risks and rewards of combat.” 

To make the system more equitable, the report 
recommends Congress pass a law converting the combat-zone 
tax exclusion into a clearly defined tax credit that is 
refundable, meaning the Internal Revenue Service will cut you 
a check at the end of the year if your tax credit is larger than 
your tax bill. 

For example, if the law offered a $10,000 refundable tax 
credit for troops serving in a combat zone, the real effect for 
senior officers would be to lower their tax bill by $10,000. The 
real effect for junior enlisted troops would be to eliminate 
their entire tax bill of about $3,000, then give them a check for 
the remaining $7,000 at the end of the year. 

However, one advantage of the tax exclusion is that the 
benefit adds money to each biweekly military paycheck, so 
families have more money upfront during a service member’s 
deployment. 

In contrast, while a refundable tax credit may ultimately 
mean more money, it would not show up on a troop’s bottom 
line until after deployment -- after annual tax returns are filed 
and that money arrives in the form of a refund. 

Another key recommendation from the QRMC calls on 
the president to conduct an annual review of the list of areas 
eligible for imminent danger pay and the combat-zone tax 
exclusion. 

In recent decades, the list of places where troops receive 
IDP has expanded to more than 50 countries -- more than one 
in four worldwide -- as well as large swaths of sea and 
airspace. 

DoD Needs More Flexibility To Recruit And Retain 
For years, the military has used career incentive pays to 

help recruit and retain talented people in certain specialized 
skill fields, such as health care, nuclear science and aviation. 

Now the services should consider expanding the use of 
those incentive pays for other segments of the force, according 
to a new Pentagon report. 

The 11th Quadrennial Review of Military Compensation 
recommends that the Defense Department create a broad 
policy that would allow personnel planners to offer added 
career incentive pays -- up to $2,000 per month -- for some 
troops. 

The incentive pays could help improve recruiting and 
retention in high-demand skills, help the military to rapidly 
expand a particular career field, or help compensate segments 
of the force that face a persistently high operational tempo, 
according to the QRMC, which was released June 21. 

The report cited linguists, unmanned vehicle pilots, 
special operations troops, translators and mental health 
professionals as examples of career fields that could benefit 
from added financial incentives. 

The recommendation comes at a time when the Pentagon 
is under mounting pressure to reduce per-sonnel costs. Starting 
in 2015, current plans call for military pay raises to fall below 
the average increase in annual private-sector wage growth, the 
long-standing benchmark for military pay hikes. 

The QRMC signals the start of a shift “away from the 
one-size-fits-all approach to military pay,” said Larry Korb, a 
former top Pentagon personnel official and manpower expert 
who is with the Center for American Progress, a Washington-
based think tank. 

“Right now, if you want to give somebody a raise, you 
have to give everybody a raise. This [proposal] would allow 
them more flexibility, so if they see they have a recruiting or 
retention problem, they can respond this way,” said Korb, who 
was not involved with the QRMC report but is familiar with 
its recommendations. 

Over the past decade, the military has used recruiting and 
reenlistment bonuses as the main force-management incentive 
tool. Broader authority to use career incentive pays would 
allow personnel officials to be more responsive to changes in 
the civilian economy or new demands on the force that can 
significantly alter short-term recruiting and retention 
dynamics. 

The Pentagon should also relax current restrictions that 
bar troops from receiving both career incentive pay and hostile 
fire pay simultaneously, the QRMC report recommends. 

The Pentagon also should review the current restrictions 
on allowing individual troops to receive more than one 
incentive pay. For example, an airborne cryptological 
technician might be eligible for incentive pays linked to both 
aviation and linguistic skills. Or a medic with a Special Forces 
unit may be able to receive two simultaneous incentive pays. 

DoD typically tries to treat all personnel in the same 
career field consistently, but the QRMC suggests career 
incentive pay might vary across the services according to 
varying levels of operational tempo, training requirements and 
hazardous environments. 

Reserve Pay And Benefits Need Overhaul 
If the reserve component will continue to be a frequently 

used operational force, the Defense Department must overhaul 
reserve-component pay and benefits to more closely mirror the 
active-duty force, according to a new Pentagon report. 

That means changing the pay structure and retirement 
system of the National Guard and reserves, offering full 
Tricare health coverage to all reservists, and giving all 
reservists the same GI Bill benefits as active-duty troops, the 
report said. 

Reserve pay and benefits were a primary focus of the 
Quadrennial Review of Military Compensation, which 
released its final report June 21. 

One of the biggest proposed changes would involve 
reserve retirement pay. The QRMC suggests allowing 
reservists with 20 years of creditable service to begin drawing 
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a pension check on the 30th anniversary of their initial service 
date. That would allow some reservists to draw a check before 
age 50, far earlier than the current rules, which require most 
reservists to wait until age 60 before they can begin drawing 
retirement checks and other retirement benefits. 

The QRMC recommendations come as the Pentagon is 
trying to shift the reserve components away from their Cold 
War-era role of a rarely used strategic backup into a more 
recent iteration as an operational force prepared to mobilize 
routinely, as it has in the past decade for conflicts in the 
Middle East and Afghanistan. 

The proposed pay changes are “designed to support a 
future in which the reserve components will continue to play a 
prominent role in operational missions,” according to the 
report. 

The changes also would set the stage for a future in which 
troops can shift more easily between active and reserve duty 
based on their personal, professional and family demands, the 
report says. 

One big change would involve simplifying pay so that 
reservists on duty get the same regular military base pay that 
active-duty troops receive, regardless of the type of duty they 
perform -- weekend drills, annual training or full mobilization. 

In practice, that would reduce the pay for many reservists, 
who under current rules earn a higher daily rate of pay for 
weekend drills than for deploying to a combat zone. The 
QRMC recommends offsetting that with targeted career 
incentive pays as needed in order to maintain strong recruiting 
and retention. 

Other Recommended Changes: 

 Allow some reservists to receive two housing 
allowances to cover their housing costs in their 
assigned duty location, as well as their civilian 
residence. That may involve creating a new travel 
status known as “permanent change of assignment.” 

 Give all reservists some access to Tricare health 
coverage if the entire cost of the coverage is paid by 
the service member. Currently, service members in 
the Individual Ready Reserve and Standby Reserve 

or on inactive Guard status are ineligible for Tricare, 
which could create gaps in health care coverage for 
some reservists. 

 Expand Post-9/11 GI Bill eligibility to all reservists 
called to involuntary service. Current rules do not 
give GI Bill credit to some reservists mobilized for 
domestic missions. 

QRMC Explained 
The Quadrennial Review of Military Compensation is 

conducted every four years by law under the direction of the 
White House and provides Pentagon officials with analysis 
and recommendations on how to improve the compensation 
system for the all-volunteer force. This year’s QRMC marks 
the 11th report since the end of the draft in 1973. 

The report concluded military troops are paid well 
compared with civilians who have similar levels of education. 
After a decade of higher-than-average pay raises, military 
compensation for enlisted personnel is better than 90 percent 
of civilians in similar careers, according to the report; for 
officers, that drops to 83 percent of civilians. 

It’s unclear which -- if any -- of the new report’s 
recommendations may become reality. Proposals on combat 
pay, incentive pays and reservists’ compensation would 
require high-level approval by the Pentagon and changes in 
law by Congress. 

Historically, the QRMC’s record is mixed. The last one, 
in 2008, offered a detailed outline for changing the military’s 
retirement system, but that received little political support and 
led to no real changes. 

Yet some QRMCs do have an impact. The final 1997 
report recommended an overhaul of the military pay scales to 
boost the reward for promotion relative to time in service. 

That helped lay the groundwork for a series of targeted 
pay raises over the next few years for certain paygrades. 

In 2002, the QRMC made an additional recommendation 
that education be considered when setting pay levels for the 
enlisted ranks, which also was adopted. Both proposals led to 
significant increases in pay for many enlisted troops. 
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27. Navy Recognizes First Woman Officer To Serve On Sub And Earn ‘Dolphin Pin’ 
(WASHINGTON TIMES 23 JUN 12) ... Kristina Wong- 

A Navy lieutenant from Wisconsin on Friday became the 
first woman to serve on a Navy submarine and earn her 
“dolphin pin,” a designation of her qualifications to work 
aboard subs. 

“I was honored to be given the opportunity to serve 
aboard a submarine, so receiving my dolphins is like icing on 
the cake for me,” Lt. Britta Christianson, 30, said in a 
statement. 

Lt. Christianson will be awarded her dolphin pin during a 
ceremony Friday afternoon at the Puget Sound Naval Shipyard 
in Washington, where she was stationed on the USS Ohio. She 
spent more than a year in training, which included a six-month 
deployment on the sub. 

“It was a lot of hard work, but at the end of the day, two 
things bring us and our submarine home safely: knowledge of 
the submarine and our ability to execute the mission, and that 
basically sums up what dolphins are all about. I owe a lot of 

my thanks to my captain, chiefs and crewmembers, who 
trained me and helped me to learn my boat,” said Lt. 
Christianson, a supply officer. 

She is one of 24 women who were selected to take part in 
the Navy’s first class of submarine officer training, after the 
Navy reversed its ban on women on submarines in 2010. 

The 24 women were deployed to four submarines last fall 
- six women to each submarine, three on each of the 
submarine’s two crews. 

Lt. Christianson was one of seven supply officers in the 
program. 

“She was required to demonstrate knowledge in basic 
submarine operations, engineering fundamentals, perform 
damage control functions and qualify as a diving officer of the 
watch,” said Lt. Ed Early, spokesman for Submarine Group 9, 
the unit to which Lt. Christianson was assigned. 
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28. Mending The Mind 
Concussion care center in Afghanistan offers full treatment for troops 
(STARS AND STRIPES 25 JUN 12) ... Laura Rauch 

CAMP LEATHERNECK, Afghanistan — Marine Sgt. 
Albert Carls can endure just about anything the war dishes out, 
except being pulled from his unit. 

When he suffered a concussion in a series of improvised 
explosive device attacks that cost two men their legs in the 
Kajaki district, the way he saw it, he wasn’t really injured. 

It didn’t matter that he was only a few feet from the 
secondary blast, or that it felt like someone smashed him in 
the head with a sledgehammer. He wasn’t bleeding and he 
could walk. What was a little dizziness and ear ringing, 
compared with a Marine who had lost his legs? 

“If they gave me a choice, I wouldn’t have left,” said 
Carls, a veteran of three combat deployments who also 
suffered a perforated eardrum. “I was in denial of being 
injured.” 

A Navy corpsman trained to identify concussions in the 
field sent Carls to the Concussion Restoration Care Center, a 
special care facility at Camp Leatherneck, in Helmand 
province. According to the center’s officer in charge, Cmdr. 
Todd May, concussions have become the No. 1 battlefield 
injury for Marines and sailors. 

“Everyone in general has become far more aware of what 
concussions can do and the damage that can be caused,” May 
said. “We’re doing a better job of treating them and 
diagnosing them.” 

Each patient receives a neurological evaluation to test 
thinking ability, and a mental health evaluation. They also 
undergo a balance assessment and may receive a CT or MRI 
scan. 

Treatments are designed to be comprehensive and may 
include acupuncture, osteopathic manipulative therapy — a 
hands-on approach to detecting and treating problems with 
light pressure and resistance — occupational or physical 
therapy, counseling and chaplain visits. Rest, both physical 
and mental, is emphasized for all patients. 

“We’ve developed an innovative, complimentary care to 
the approach of concussions,” said May, a Navy physician 
who also specializes in sports medicine. 

“We start the process of healing here and make sure that 
they’re well enough to do their job, or we refer them back to 
the States to finish,” May said. “But the trail they start here 
follows them all the way through their care, through active 
duty, all the way through the VA.” 

When Carls arrived, he found an atmosphere notably 
different than the war zone he left behind. The lighting was 
dimmed and quietness pervaded the halls. 

“They keep telling me, ‘Sleep, sleep.’ No caffeine, no 
video games, just sleep,” said Carls a few days into his 
recovery. “It’s the first time in a while I’ve slept more than 
eight hours.” 

Before the center opened, Carls would likely have been 
evacuated to Landstuhl Regional Medical Center in Germany 
and on to the States for care, never to return to his unit in 
Afghanistan. 

“I don’t want to be here while all the Marines are fighting 
the fight,” said Carls, a Combat Cameraman attached to 1st 
Battalion, 8th Marine Regiment. “I feel like I’m cheating 
history if I’m not out there getting it.” 

Then he thinks of his family. 
“I owe it to my kids,” he said. “They need to have their 

dad.” 
According to May, 98 percent of Marines treated at the 

center are returned to their units in theater. Before it opened in 
August 2010, the Marine Expeditionary Force in Regional 
Command-Southwest was losing about 20 Marines a month to 
concussions. 

Aside from treating the physical symptoms, a team of 
mental health experts is on hand to help patients work through 
any combat stress that may have occurred as a result of the 
event that caused their concussion. 

“There’s a lot of emotional stuff that goes on, and the 
psychologists work with people to help normalize the 
experience,” May said. 

On the rare occasions when a Marine isn’t raring to go 
back to his unit, it triggers the team to look for other problems, 
often emotional. 

Most, however, can’t get back soon enough. 
“You should be able to be out there with your boys. You 

kind of feel helpless back here,” said Cpl. Charles Binkley, 22, 
a gunner with 1st Tank Battalion, 1st Marine Division. 

Binkley was knocked unconscious when his Mine 
Resistant Ambush Protected vehicle rolled over an IED in 
Kajaki district. 

“I got sucked into the truck instead of launched out,” he 
said. “I just remembered seeing a lot of stars.” 

Nearly a week into his recovery, he still suffered from 
headaches, dizziness and sensitivity to light. 

Still, he couldn’t help but think of his unit. 
“The worst feeling you can really have [is] if something 

were to happen to them while you weren’t there. 
“I’m comfortable behind my gun,” Binkley said. “That’s 

where I’d rather be.” 
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29. Airman, Partner United In Civil Union at NJ Base 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 24 JUN 12) 

WRIGHTSTOWN, N.J. – An Air Force airman and his 
partner have been united in a civil union ceremony held at the 
military base where the airman is stationed. 

Dozens of friends and family members attended Saturday 
afternoon's ceremony for Tech. Sgt. Erwynn Umali and Will 
Behrens. It was presided over by Kay Reeb, a Navy chaplain 

with the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, who also 
serves at Joint Base McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst. 

"We are so honored to be a part of this historic moment to 
be one of the first gay couples allowed to unite in a civil union 
on a military base," the couple said in a statement after the 
ceremony. 



 

30 
 

"We hope to be an inspiration to others in the LGBT 
community that struggle with the challenge of marriage 
equality. And that this issue is not just about the military, but 
the equal sacrifice and shared burdens of our loved ones who 
are civilians." 

Reeb, who had never presided over a civil union 
ceremony before, said he was delighted to take part. 

"I told them the same thing I tell every couple, love each 
other and trust in each other and in God, that's what keeps us 
together," he said. 

Among those attending the event held at the base's chapel 
was former Marine Staff Sgt. Eric Alva, the first U.S. service 
member seriously injured in the Iraq War. He later revealed 

that he was gay and became a prominent advocate for ending 
the military's ban on openly gay service members. 

"It's blessing for me to be here today," said Avila, who 
now travels around the country promoting equal rights issues. 
"A historic event like this shows that progress is being made." 

Air Force Capt. Ryan Quinn, who also attended the event, 
said he was "amazed by the beauty" of the ceremony. 

"I really do think this is an important event. And I was 
happy to be here with them and their families," he said. "The 
amount of support I've seen for them from the people (at the 
base) and the military community makes me proud to serve in 
the Air Force." 
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30. Navy SEAL Takes On New Mission — College 
USD freshman, deployed 7 times, wants to graduate in 3 years 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 23 JUN 12) ... Jeanette Steele 

Navy SEAL Joseph Molina walked onto the University of 
San Diego campus as a 32-year-old college freshman with a 
shaved head and seven deployments under his belt. 

If in uniform, he’d wear the Silver and Bronze Stars and 
the stripes of a senior chief petty officer. 

Despite all that, he had to suffer through calculus, just like 
the 18-year-olds in his class. 

Universities around San Diego County are seeing older, 
battle-hardened faces entering the student body, as wars end 
and new veterans use their college benefits. 

Molina is benefiting from the Pat Tillman Foundation 
scholarship, one of a growing number of college assistance 
funds for those who served during wartime. 

The Post-9/11 GI Bill is a more generous version of the 
long-standing college program that America has offered 
veterans since World War II. But despite a payment structure 
designed to cover tuition at a state college, books and rent, 
some veterans are finding it doesn’t pay the whole tab. 

The GI Bill tops out at $18,000 a year, so students who 
choose out-of-state colleges or private institutions have a gap. 

In some cases, private schools and the U.S. Department of 
Veterans Affairs will make up part of the difference through 
the Yellow Ribbon Program. 

The University of California San Diego and National 
University both recently announced the creation of scholarship 
funds to help veterans offset the cost of college. San Diego 
State’s Troops to College initiative has raised more than $2.5 
million since 2007. 

Molina is a unique case. He transferred his GI Bill 
benefits to his wife, also a USD student. The Navy is paying a 
chunk of his tuition through the Seaman-to-Admiral program, 
which puts promising enlisted Sailors through college if they 
agree to serve several more years as officers. 

The $10,000-a-year Tillman scholarship offers flexibility 
to him as an older undergraduate with a wife and 3-year-old 
daughter. It can cover child care and other important, but 
nonschool, expenses. 

The money comes from the family of Pat Tillman, the 
Arizona Cardinals football star who walked away from an 
NFL contract in 2002 to enlist. 

Tillman, an Army Ranger, was killed in 2004 in 
Afghanistan. His death became controversial after it was 

revealed that the Army lied to hide the fact that he was killed 
by friendly fire. 

This is the fourth year of the Tillman scholarships. They 
have supported 230 students, including two at San Diego 
State, with grants totaling $3.2 million. 

Molina and Tillman might have found a lot in common, if 
they’d met. 

The Navy SEAL captained his football team at Southwest 
High near his hometown of Imperial Beach. 

He also served in Afghanistan, where he led his platoon 
through a fierce multiday battle in July 2009 that toppled an 
enemy safe haven. Cited for “conspicuous gallantry and 
intrepidity in action,” Molina received the Silver Star, the 
third-highest military medal for combat. 

So, it’s understandable that he’s the odd man out in a 
classroom of first-year business administration students. “I 
feel like I have more in common with my professors,” Molina 
said. 

Still, he is doing well. He wears his dean’s-list status like 
another medal. 

Molina has assigned himself yet another tough mission: to 
graduate in three years. 

The Navy’s enlisted-to-officer program demands it. In 
addition, Molina is in a hurry because the age cutoff to 
become a SEAL officer is 35. 

If he makes it, Molina will be a mid-30s ensign or 
lieutenant junior grade, leading a squad of SEALs. Units to his 
right and left will probably be commanded by men 10 years 
younger. 

Molina, who keeps the military bearing on campus, 
despite his jeans and messenger bag, said he is also preparing 
physically. Good nutrition. Marathons. And he started a jujitsu 
club for USD students. 

What is he gaining by all this hard work? He has already 
led men in battle. 

Molina said he understands the tactics of warfare after 14 
years in uniform. He hopes that his studies, which focus on 
organizations and management, will enhance strategic 
thinking. 

At 35, he said, “I’ll just be getting into my prime.” 
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31. VA Care Extended To Camp Lejeune Water Victims 
(NAVY TIMES 22 JUN 12) ... Rick Maze 

Congressional negotiators have taken a big leap in 
expanding veterans’ health care by proposing Veterans Affairs 
Department treatment for veterans and dependents exposed to 
contaminated well water at Camp Lejeune, N.C. 

Up to 750,000 people — Navy and Marine Corps 
members and their families — may have been exposed to 
water found to be contaminated by carcinogens from the 
1950s into the 1980s. 

North Carolina lawmakers have been pushing for years 
for the federal government to cover health costs for people 
who were exposed, but there have been sharp disagreements 
about who should be responsible: the Defense Department, 
which owned the base, or VA, which covers service-connected 
illness, injury and disability. 

This is a big step because VA provides very little health 
care for dependents, concentrating on veterans rather than 
their families. But it is not unprecedented. 

Those covered must have lived or worked on Camp 
Lejeune for at least 30 days from Jan. 1, 1957 through Dec. 
31, 1987. 

VA ends up with responsibility under terms of a 
compromise reached June 21 between members of the House 
and Senate veterans’ affairs committees on a comprehensive 
veterans bill made up of provisions that have passed at least 
one of the committees over the past two years. 

The compromise bill is expected to pass the Senate as 
early as next week and could be on its way to the White House 
by the Fourth of July, according to congressional staffers. 

The agreement is a victory for Sen. Richard Burr, R-N.C., 
who has been pushing the veterans affairs committee and the 
Senate Armed Services Committee to get help for the former 
Lejuene residents. 

“I am pleased this legislation has moved further than ever 
before, and I am hopeful it will receive the attention of the full 
Senate very soon,” Burr said. “The Marines, sailors, and their 
families who were affected by exposures to toxic water at 
Camp Lejeune deserve this care, and I hope this bill will 
finally pass so we can provide it for them.” 

It’s also a victory Sen. Patty Murray, D-Wash., the Senate 
Veterans’ Affairs Committee chairwoman, and for Rep. Jeff 
Miller, R-Fla., her House counterpart, for reaching a 
compromise that sweeps up a large pack of abandoned 
legislation. 

In a statement, Miller said the comprehensive bill, HR 
1627, is the result of months of compromise. 

“This bill includes nearly 50 provisions, which combines 
House-passed legislation and Senate Committee-reported 
bills,” he said, adding that veterans organizations also 
provided input. 

He called it a “fiscally responsible” bill that “will not cost 
the taxpayer an extra dime.” Costs are covered by extensions 
of fees on veterans home loans and other adjustments. Full 
details were not yet available on offsets, but congressional 
aides who worked on the compromise said no benefits are cut 
and no services are canceled to pay for any of the provisions 
in the bill. 

Among them: 

 Allow waiver of copays for veterans receiving 
telehealth and telemedicine visits, a change aimed at 
encouraging veterans who live far from a VA clinic 
or hospital to use the service. 

 Require comprehensive reporting and tracking of 
sexual assaults and safety problems, an idea taken 
from a bill sponsored in 2011 by Rep. Ann Marie 
Buerkle, R-N.Y., after unreported or underreported 
sexual assaults were discovered on VA property, 
including in hospitals. 

 Allow service dogs, when trained by an accredited 
agency or organization, onto any VA-owned or -
controlled property. 

 Permanently authorize adjustable-rate mortgages and 
hybrid adjustable-rate mortgages under the VA home 
loan program, options that might be especially 
attractive to home buyers because of low mortgage 
interest rates. 

 Make VA-backed loans available to some surviving 
spouses. This would apply to survivors of a totally 
disabled veteran who had been receiving disability 
compensation for at least 10 years or who died within 
five years of leaving active duty. It also would apply 
to survivors of former prisoners of war who had been 
totally disabled for at least one year prior to their 
deaths. 

 Codify in law the prohibition against reserving 
gravesites at Arlington National Cemetery and 
prohibit more than one gravesite from being provided 
to a veteran or service member. 
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FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
32. Gender-Neutral Ford Layout Nixes Urinals 
Berthing plan focuses on mid-sized rooms 
(NAVY TIMES 2 JUL 12) ... Joshua Stewart 

For the first time, the Navy has designed an aircraft 
carrier with women in mind. 

Gerald R. Ford-class carriers will have gender-neutral 
berthing and heads without urinals, differ-entiating them from 
all previous carriers. 

These design details, provided only to Navy Times, give 
an early look at the amenities planned for the new carrier 
class, the first of which will hit the fleet in 2015. 

Gender-neutral berthing is just one part of a broader plan 
intended to ensure comfort aboard the carriers, Navy officials 
said. All berthing areas will be connected to a toilet and 
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shower, and there will be no more crew living spaces with 
200-plus sailors, according to Rear Adm. Thomas Moore, 
program executive officer for aircraft carriers. 

Carriers have deployed with women since 1994, but 
everyone built since then has included urinals. By using just 
toilets, any head quickly switch from male to female. 

Giving every berthing area a connected toilet and shower 
— another carrier first — means sailors won’t have to get 
dressed if they wake up in the middle of the night to use the 
head. 

Engineers have completely scrapped quarters designed to 
hold 200-plus enlisted sailors. While that’s probably good 
news for sailors, the design also reduces the number of smaller 
quarters that hold 20 or fewer sailors. 

In their stead are more medium-sized living areas. 
Specifically, enlisted sailors will be spread among 86 

different berthing spaces. Of those, 83 will hold between 20 
and 83 sailors; the remaining three will hold 19 or fewer. In 
comparison, Nimitz-class carriers had 33 spaces with 19 or 
fewer sailors and three with more than 200 sailors. 

An exact layout of every berthing space was not available 
as of press time. But a Ford floor plan for a 36-sailor living 
area shows three-high stacks of racks, one locker per person 
plus two dirty clothes lockers and smaller lockers for sailors 
who do not have storage space underneath their mattress. 
Directly connected to the berthing areas are three toilets, three 
sinks and two showers. Officers may find themselves in larger 
berthing areas with more racks. The number of staterooms — 
quarters that accommodate one to three sailors — is dropping 
from 68 percent of total officer living quar-ters on Nimitz-
class flattops to 52 percent on Ford. Meanwhile, the number of 
bunkrooms — quarters that accommodate four or more 
offi-cers — went from 32 percent of officer berthing on 
Nimitz-class carriers to 48 on Ford. On the upside, Nimitz-
class carriers have as many as eight officers per bunkroom 
while Ford maxes out at six. 

All officers will have adjoining bathrooms on the Ford. 
On George H.W. Bush, the last Nimitz-class carrier, only 
senior officers had them. 

Ford-class carriers won’t have modular “sit-up” berths, 
which allow more headroom in the racks. The Navy is sticking 
with the traditional racks stacked in twos or threes for enlisted 
and ones or twos for officers. 

Sailor Reaction 
Sailors contacted by Navy Times about the changes were 

largely optimistic. Unauthorized to speak on the subject, they 
spoke only on the condition of anonymity. 

Several sailors were glad to hear urinals were going away, 
mainly because they’re harder to clean than toilets and they 
easily break down. One less toilet fixture also means fewer 
parts to have to store. Ford will use a vacuum-powered septic 
system like the Bush, which experienced widespread toilet 
failures during its first deployment that were due, in part, to 
narrow pipes. Bush’s skipper, Capt. Brian Luther, said he 
planned to encour-age the Navy to make changes to Ford to 
prevent toilet outages. 

There are clear advantages to connecting berthing space 
to the bathrooms, said a chief petty officer at an aviation 
training unit. 

Many sailors like to sleep in little clothing, he said. On 
the Ford, they won’t have to bother with putting on more 
appropriate clothing before hitting the head. 

A corpsman said he has seen sailors relieving themselves 
into bottles in their rack rather than having to get dressed in 
the mid-dle of the night. 

Sailors also said adjoining bathrooms will likely reduce 
the harassment sometimes faced by sailors wearing robes or 
towels in the passageways. 

There is one downside, the corpsman noted: If a toilet 
backs up, it means the smell will drift into the berthing area. 

The smaller the crew in the berthing space, the better, 
added an electronics technician on the carrier Enterprise. 

“I live in a 27-person berthing, where we are a tight-knit 
group,” he said. “It is very easy for us to address issues with 
individual sailors that violate living standards and fix the issue 
quickly. Some of my colleagues don’t have that luxury.” 
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33. Navy Developing Flexrotor UAV For Small Ships 
(NAVY TIMES 23 JUN 12) ... Joshua Stewart 

The Office of Naval Research is working on a long-range 
unmanned surveillance aircraft that can take off and land like 
a helicopter even in heavy seas and fit on vessels too small for 
larger drones. 

The Flexrotor by Aerovel Corp. is still years away from 
being operational. But ONR and the craft’s developers hope it 
can provide autonomous intelligence, surveillance and 
reconnaissance coverage with less equipment and maintenance 
than its predecessors. So far, the project has received nearly 
$500,000 in ONR funding and developers are in the process of 
improving the transitions between vertical and cruise flight. 

“Aircraft that can take off and land vertically and also 
have fast and efficient cruise flight are potentially useful 
platforms to operate from ships. They are also suited to 
operation from Marine Corps small-unit combat outposts,” 
said John Kinzer, an ONR program officer. 

The prototype has better endurance and range than earlier 
UAVs, allowing imaging, magnetometry, data relays, weather 

analysis and reconnaissance to be done in real time, Aerovel 
President Tad McGeer said. Production models are expected 
in 2013 or 2014. 

Eventually, the Flexrotor may use different technologies 
to maneuver between platforms. 

The Navy and Aerovel also are playing up the Flexrotor’s 
use of an “automatic service platform” that does triple duty as 
a launchpad, recovery pad and maintenance station, removing 
the need for a catapult or snare required by drones with similar 
missions, such as Boeing’s ScanEagle. 

“Flexrotor has a much smaller footprint for launch and 
recovery equipment compared to the ScanEagle,” Kinzer said. 
“This is always an issue for small ships, which ... have very 
limited storage space.” 

The Flexrotor is small enough to be carried without 
special equipment. Its wingspan is just less than 10 feet; it’s 
slightly more than 5 feet long and weighs 42 pounds. It can 
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reach speeds as high as 90 mph but cruises at 50 mph. It can 
stay airborne more than 40 hours. 

If the Flexrotor enters service, it would likely be operated 
by enlisted sailors who use it in conjunction with manned 

systems. The Navy has set a 55-pound threshold for unmanned 
aircraft, with the heavier, more advanced aircraft flown by 
pilots and naval flight officers. 
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34. Pentagon Tests New Way Of Estimating Program Costs 
(DEFENSE NEWS 23 JUN 12) ... Sarah Chacko 

The Pentagon is putting its new weapons cost-cutting 
strategy to its first big test as it negotiates with Lockheed 
Martin over the price of the next batch of F-35 Joint Strike 
Fighters (JSF). 

Contract negotiations for the production of 32 JSFs began 
earlier this year. This will be the first opportunity for Pentagon 
officials to see how well their “should-cost” approach to 
setting weapons prices works. 

Under this approach, Defense Department experts review 
the program’s technical requirements, production and testing 
processes, and staffing to determine what they think the price 
should be. That figure is based on reductions that could be 
made in those areas and efficiencies that should come over 
time with the program, such as improved supply chain 
management. 

An independent office in the Pentagon — the Cost 
Assessment and Program Evaluation, and before that, the Cost 
Analysis Improvement Group — already assesses the cost of 
weapon systems for budgeting purposes using sophisticated 
models that consider past weapon costs. Historically, the 
budget figure is the floor from which costs rise, not the ceiling 
under which costs are contained, defense officials have said. 

“We’re trying to say, ‘OK, we understand this is the 
budgeted amount of dollars, but can we execute to a lesser 
amount so we can use that difference between what was 
budgeted and what we think we can execute in some other 
way to buy some other good or service,’” said Shay Assad, 
who oversees the Pentagon’s should-cost effort. 

As for the JSF contract talks, it remains to be seen how 
big of an effect this will have. 

Lockheed officials say they have yet to be told what the 
Pentagon believes the upcoming production lot should cost. 

Assad said that during the contract talks, Pentagon 
officials will share with Lockheed elements of the 
department’s should-cost calculation — namely, areas where 
savings are expected. But the department will not share its 
internal should-cost figures, he said. 

The new contract will define the costs of 32 JSFs: 22 F-
35As for the Air Force, three F-35Bs for the Marine Corps and 
seven F-35Cs for the Navy. Experts estimate the costs of the 
planes will be anywhere from $80 million to $120 million 
each. 

Lockheed has provided historical cost data and other 
information to support the department’s should-cost estimate 
and has cut costs to make its proposal for this round of 
procurements lower than the last, said Tom Burbage, 
Lockheed’s executive vice president and general manager of 
the F-35. 

“We’re [cutting costs] as aggressively as we know how,” 
he said. 

But Lockheed does not know if its proposal for the next 
group of F-35s will meet the price point DoD is seeking, said 
Bruce Tanner, Lockheed’s chief financial officer. 

And while DoD has said it would also find ways to 
improve its processes and create savings, Lockheed has not 
seen that effort, Tanner said. Instead, the department seems to 
have based its should-cost estimate on what the program 
would cost if everything was working under optimal 
conditions, which could be risky, he said. 

“It serves no purpose to either side to negotiate to a level 
you can’t perform and then overrun to a level that you 
expected when you began the contract, and call that overrun,” 
Tanner said. “It’s frustrating to both sides.” 

Experts Skeptical 
Acquisition experts are anxious to see how well the effort 

performs, but some are skeptical it will succeed at containing 
costs on large programs. 

“It’s an interesting way to try to impose discipline on 
what has become an undisciplined process. But I don’t think it 
gets at the core problem here,” said Todd Harrison, senior 
fellow at the Center for Strategic and Budgetary Assessments. 

The major cost driver on weapon programs is 
requirements that are added over time with little regard for 
costs, Harrison said. 

“Until they get that process under control — and [until] 
they develop a rational way to understand the cost they’re 
imposing on the system with every additional requirement 
they put on it — I don’t think they’re going to be successful,” 
he said. 

Weapon systems also tend to run over their projected 
costs because they require innovation and new technology that 
is unpredictable, said Michael O’Hanlon, who specializes in 
defense policy at the Brookings Institution. 

“It’s not just bad management or profit-hungry 
corporations or performance-crazed military services that 
always put added capability ahead of costs,” O’Hanlon said. 
“The fundamental reason why weapons cost more is because 
we’re usually inventing something new as we build them.” 

Another major cost driver on the Joint Strike Fighter has 
been the Defense Department’s push to field planes as they are 
still being developed, Harrison said. As problems are found in 
testing, contractors not only have to revise the design of new 
planes, they have to fix the planes that have already been 
produced, he said. 

Should-cost estimates would be more useful as DoD 
decides which weapon systems to buy, Harrison said. Defense 
officials could compare their should-cost estimates to the 
proposals they receive from contractors to see if it’s worth 
pursuing, he said. 

But when programs are already in production, the should-
cost is more like a “wish-it-would-cost,” Harrison said. 

Assad said the Pentagon has developed ways to measure 
any savings the should-cost initiative yields. 

“We have specific targets for program execution, very 
specific targets for the size of a program office or other areas 
that program managers will have defined,” Assad said. “So we 
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can measure that, we can examine that and we can know at the program level whether or not we accomplished it.” 
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35. Lockheed, Machinists Reach Tentative Agreement 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 24 JUN 12) 

FORT WORTH, Texas -- After more than two months on 
strike, Lockheed Martin machinists are expected to vote this 
week on a new labor contract after a tentative deal was 
reached with the company. 

Lockheed officials announced late Saturday that after four 
days of negotiations, the aerospace company reached a 
tentative agreement with the union that represents 3,600 
striking employees. No terms were disclosed. 

"Lockheed Martin's revised offer will be unanimously 
recommended for acceptance by the union bargaining 
committee to the membership at the ratification vote early next 
week," Greg Karol, company vice president of labor relations, 
said in a statement. "We look forward to having them back on 
the job, building the world's best fighters." 

Officials with Fort Worth-based Machinists Local 776 did 
not immediately return calls seeking comment Sunday. 

Union members went on strike April 23, a day after 
overwhelmingly rejecting Lockheed's latest contract offer. 
Members said they opposed the company's proposed changes 
to the health care plans - including higher deductibles and co-
payments - and the plan to eliminate pensions for newly hired 
workers. 

At the time, the company said it believed that the offer, 
which included wage increases of 3 percent each year, a 
$3,000 signing bonus and increased retirement income for 
current workers, was fair. 

In May, Lockheed Martin hired temporary workers at its 
Fort Worth aircraft assembly plant, which makes F-35 stealth 
fighter jets. Officials wouldn't say how many replacement 
workers were brought in, but said they were not viewed as 
permanent replacements. 

Most union members on strike work at the Fort Worth 
plant. The flight test centers at Edwards Air Force Base in 
California and Patuxtent River Naval Air Station in Maryland 
both have fewer than 150 union members. 

The International Association of Machinists and 
Aerospace Workers District Lodge 776 represents about a 
quarter of the 14,000 workers at Lockheed Martin's Fort 
Worth plant. Those on strike do most of the aircraft assembly 
and manufacturing work on the F-35 and F-16 fighter jets or 
service the machines and facilities. 

The F-35 Joint Strike Fighter is a supersonic stealth jet 
and is the nation's most advanced and expensive weapons 
program. Concerns about its safety, cost overruns and 
questions about the entire program's feasibility have delayed 
pilot training and caused increased scrutiny by the Pentagon 
and Congress. 

Costing between $65 million and $100 million each, 
depending on the version, the F-35 is described as a 
generational leap from older fighter jets. The single-seat 
aircraft can fly at speeds of about 1,050 mph. 
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36. Shipyard Executive: Defense Cuts Will Hurt, Just Not Right Away 
(NEWPORT NEWS DAILY PRESS 25 JUN 12) ... Michael Welles Shapiro 

Newport News Shipbuilding has several years worth of 
work under contract, a buffer against the deep defense cuts 
that some defense contractors are bracing for in January, 
according to a company executive. 

But in the long run sequestration would take a toll on the 
yard. 

"I'm not in a hair-on-fire scenario today," shipyard 
president Matt Mulherin said in an interview with the Daily 
Press. 

"I have about five years of pretty steady work until the 
impacts of sequestration manifest themselves," he said. 

"One thing most people don't understand about the 
Budget Control Act is it'll be a long time before any big cut in 
the next fiscal year translates to a downturn for Newport 
News," said Loren Thompson, a defense analyst at the right-
leaning Lexington Institute. The Budget Control Act is the 
legislation that triggers cuts to defense and entitlement 
programs on Jan. 2, absent an agreement by Congress to tackle 
the federal deficit. 

The pain for the Newport News yard is further out, a point 
that Mike Petters, president of the yard's parent company, 
Huntington Ingalls Industries, has made to his company's 
investors. 

"But still, what if the work isn't there five years into the 
future?" Mulherin asked. "This is the largest nuclear shipyard 
in the United States — the only one building aircraft carriers 

and one of two building nuclear submarines. If something 
happened that really impacted this yard, it changes what the 
Navy looks like." 

"It transcends being a shipbuilder or being the president 
of the shipyard," Mulherin continued. "This is something 
important to the defense of the nation." 

For now the Newport News shipyard, and other shipyards 
across the country, has some protection because of the long 
lengths of ship contracts. Newport News Shipbuilding won the 
contract to build the Gerald R. Ford aircraft carrier in 2008 
and the ship isn't scheduled to be delivered until 2015. 

Virginia-Class Subs 
One of the first major programs to be affected by 

sequestration would be the Virginia-class attack submarines. 
The funding for one of the subs set to be delivered in Newport 
News is mostly paid for in fiscal year 2013 budget, the first 
year targeted under sequestration. 

And pain for any one shipyard program impacts the whole 
company, Mulherin said. 

"We share facilities, overhead pools and suppliers," he 
said. 

Moreover, Navy suppliers are effected by the cuts sooner. 
Mulherin said that could lead to job cuts, and some parts 
makers shutting down. 
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That in turn would mean the shipyard would have to buy 
some parts from sole-source suppliers, something that drives 
up costs. 

"Makers of nuclear parts and propulsion systems, when 
the cuts hit them, it could impair their profitability and force 
them to forgo investments or fire workers," Thompson said. 
"So in many cases they'll have to spend money less efficiently 
and that means ships will cost more." 

Mulherin said defense cuts won't cause an immediate 
departure from the company's plan to hire 10,000 workers 
over the next four to five years to replace retiring and 
departing workers. 

And job cuts for other contractors could put more skilled 
defense workers in the job market, a potential boon for the 
shipyard. 

"Yeah, we're always looking for the best, in terms of skill 
and ability, so we'll keep our ear to the ground on that." 

Convincing Congress 
But the goal remains for the company to convince 

member of Congress to preserve defense spending. 

Since Huntington Ingalls was spun off by Northrop 
Grumman more than a year ago, it has spent $4.3 million on 
lobbying, according to Senate records. 

"All the guys from the Virginia area know the 
shipbuilding industry well but it's gonna take a broader 
support than that," Mulherin said. "So we're out telling our 
story to make sure everybody has a good basis of 
understanding as they start making these difficult decisions." 

"That's what the government relations folks are doing 
today, telling the story and making sure people understand the 
real impact." 

Thompson, the defense expert, said that for shipyards 
judging that impact today is difficult. 

"I had dinner with Mike Petters about a year ago, and 
something he said sticks in my mind," Thompson said. "He 
said the things that happen in the shipyards today are a result 
of decisions made seven years ago, so it's possible if we have 
sequestration in 2013 we'll only realize what the impact is in 
2020." 
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37. Big Deal To Stave Off Cuts Is Elusive 
(POLITICO 24 JUN 12) ... Seung Min Kim and Austin Wright 

Congress agrees on at least this much: The massive 
spending cuts set to hit the Pentagon next year must be 
stopped. 

But preventing them would require something as 
unfathomable as the cuts themselves: a bipartisan agreement. 

“All I can say is, we’ll continue to try,” said Sen. John 
McCain of Arizona, the top Republican on the Armed 
Services Committee. “I just don’t know what the answers are. 
It may be a breakthrough; it may not. I have no prediction.” 

For House Armed Services Committee Chairman Buck 
McKeon (R-Calif.), it’s the same story. 

“I am very concerned,” he said. “I guess that’s why my 
rhetoric is stepping up. I don’t see anything happening.” 

And Defense Secretary Leon Panetta has said the cuts 
would be “catastrophic.” 

Here’s POLITICO’s look at four scenarios for how 
sequestration could play out. 

Congress Acts — Before November 
For leaders of the Armed Services committees — and 

Congress as a whole — this obviously would be the ideal 
outcome. But it also is the most unlikely. 

Still, reaching a deal before Nov. 6 to avert sequestration 
would provide a measure of economic certainty for 
companies, particularly those that contract with the federal 
government. Not to mention, it would show an 
overwhelmingly disapproving public that Congress is capable 
of compromise. 

There’s an added incentive: Defense contractors are 
threatening to issue hundreds of thousands of layoff notices 
right before Election Day because of a federal law requiring 
businesses to give workers a 60-day notice if they’re facing 
layoffs. Meanwhile, state and local officials — much closer to 
the on-the-ground impact of the impending cuts — are also 
urging a quick solution that could avert job losses and a blow 
to the economy. 

“The message of the mayors is: Congress, get to work,” 
said Phoenix Mayor Greg Stanton. “I don’t care if it’s an 

election year. The economy of any state doesn’t care if it’s an 
election year.” 

The financial markets could also pressure Congress to act 
before the election. The nonpartisan Congressional Budget 
Office has warned that the combination of the automatic cuts 
and expiration of the Bush-era tax rates could trigger a 
recession early next year, and investors could begin to react 
much earlier to the possibility of the economy contracting. 

“To me, October starts the slide down the fiscal cliff,” 
said Steve Bell, who served as staff director for the Senate 
Budget Committee under former Sen. Pete Domenici (R-
N.M.). “I think that’s when markets will begin to pay 
attention.” 

Regardless, a deal before Election Day is unlikely. The 
political reality is that the divides between the sides are too 
vast, with Democrats demanding that revenues be part of a 
deal and Republicans calling for entitlement programs to bear 
the brunt of the cuts. 

“Republicans are reluctant to put revenues on the table, 
but pressure is beginning to build,” said Washington Rep. 
Adam Smith, the top Democrat on the Armed Services 
Committee. “If we want to stop these cuts, we’ve got to put 
revenues on the table.” 

A Lame-Duck Breakthrough? 
Freed from election pressures, lawmakers could be in 

more of a mood to negotiate once Nov. 6 passes and the public 
knows which party will control the House, the Senate and the 
White House in 2013. 

“Obviously, the lame-duck theory was premised on the 
idea that people needed to understand what the political 
landscape was going to be,” said Rep. Joe Courtney (D-
Conn.). “I think, in a way, if Romney wins, there might be 
more of a feeling [that] the new administration should get a 
crack at it.” 

Recognizing the urgency of acting on the fiscal cliff — 
not to mention the short time frame — many senators have 
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started to quietly lay the groundwork so Congress can move 
swiftly on a deal after the elections. 

But sequestration isn’t the only dilemma Congress will 
face in the lame-duck session. Lawmakers will confront the 
scheduled expiration of Bush-era tax rates, along with a bevy 
of other provisions set to expire, such as the payroll tax cut 
and the Medicare reimbursement rate for doctors. 

Capitol Hill also faces the prospect that the nation could 
again bump up against the debt limit, which could trigger 
another battle similar to the fight in the summer of 2011 that 
pushed the nation closer to default. 

“I think most members know that something big could 
happen at the end of this year,” said Bell, who’s now with the 
Bipartisan Policy Center. “But I’m pretty sure they haven’t sat 
down and really calculated all the things they’re going to have 
to confront within — really — a 45-day working period.” 

Partial Fix Or A Delay? 
Of course, dealing with $1.2 trillion in across-the-board 

spending cuts over 10 years — about half of them in defense 
— is a monumental task, and there’s no guarantee that 
Congress will resolve sequestration in a short time frame. 

What could happen is that Congress comes up with a 
partial fix to stop a portion of the cuts and then lets lawmakers 
come up with a longer-term solution in 2013, when they aren’t 
jammed in a lame-duck session and facing other daunting 
fiscal challenges. 

“It seems to me, before January, we have to come 
together to replace the meat-ax cuts in the sequester with 
alternative savings,” said Maryland Rep. Chris Van Hollen, 
the top Democrat on the Budget Committee. “How long a 
period of time the replacement is for is something that needs 
to be discussed.” 

Earlier this year, House Republicans voted to shield the 
Pentagon from the first year of cuts by moving tens of billions 
of dollars from programs that aid the poor, such as food stamp 
programs, to the Defense Department. But that plan was a 
nonstarter among Senate Democrats and the White House. 

Bell envisions a scenario that includes some sort of a 
down payment on a portion of the automatic cuts along with 
an enforcing mechanism to push Congress to deal with the 
remaining cuts at a later date. 

“I don’t think, in the lame duck, they will have the votes 
for a big, multiyear deficit-reduction bill,” Bell said. “But can 
they set some kind of binding framework that’s believable to 
the leadership and believable to markets that will — as much 
as you can do it — compel the 113th Congress to act? I think 
they can.” 

Congress could try to push off the Jan. 2 date to buy more 
time to reach a deal — particularly if there’s an incoming 

Romney administration — but that doesn’t appear likely at 
this point. 

“I don’t think Congress, neither Republicans nor 
Democrats, are going to want to move the date,” Van Hollen 
said. 

The Budget Ax Falls 
This is the doomsday scenario that no one wants. 
Without action from Congress, the first wave of 

automatic, across-the-board spending cuts will begin hitting 
government programs on Jan. 2. And though lawmakers from 
both parties have denounced sequestration as an irrational 
move, it would happen if Democrats and Republicans refuse 
to budge from their respective negotiating points. 

Because of the way the Budget Control Act was written, 
the cuts would have to occur across the board — meaning a 10 
percent reduction in just about every Pentagon account. 

Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid (D-Nev.) has 
remained firm that he will stick to sequestration unless 
Republicans agree to some revenues. President Barack Obama 
also has said the automatic cuts will stay unless Congress 
presents a “balanced” deal to him — in other words, one with 
spending cuts and revenue increases. 

Several studies have indicated the crippling impact that 
the sequestration — totaling $1.2 trillion in cuts over 10 years, 
evenly split between domestic and defense spending — could 
have on the economy. A recent report from the Bipartisan 
Policy Center warned that allowing the sequester to go into 
effect next year could lead to more than 1 million lost jobs 
over two years. 

But while the CBO has warned of a fiscal cliff if 
Congress doesn’t act on the automatic cuts and the tax rates, 
some experts say lawmakers could blow past those deadlines 
and still reach a deal without significantly damaging the 
economy. 

Richard Kogan, a senior fellow at the Center for Budget 
and Policy Priorities, said the so-called fiscal cliff is more like 
a fiscal slope: The negative economic impact would be 
gradual. 

The slow economic effects of inaction in early 2013 
would add great pressure for lawmakers to reach a deal, 
Kogan said — not unlike the scenario with the federal 
government’s three-week shutdown that began in late 
December of 1995 for Congress and the White House to reach 
an agreement on spending. 

“None of this leads to an early resolution. All of this not 
only leads this to the last minute but even beyond last minute,” 
said Kogan, a former senior adviser at the Office of 
Management and Budget in the Obama administration, 
“because everybody in a negotiation thinks the other side will 
ultimately blink.” 
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38. Contractors Target Security Spending 
(DEFENSE NEWS 24 JUN 12) ... ZACHARY FRYER-BIGGS 

Defense may be lagging, but some companies see an 
opportunity in technologies that can be marketed as protective 
tools to both the U.S. Department of Defense and the 
Department of Homeland Security. 

Although substantially smaller than the larger market for 
weapon systems, security is likely to be more stable, analysts 
said. 

Intellicheck Mobilisa, a Port Townsend, Wash.-based 
small defense contractor, is targeting the security market with 
a sensor-laden buoy that can keep an eye on waterways, 
scanning for vessels and radiation alike. 

The program, funded by the U.S. Navy for $18 million, 
has an opportunity for defense growth, said company CEO 
Steve Williams. 



 

37 
 

“They’re going to cut Northrop Grumman or an aircraft 
carrier, they’re going to cut Lockheed and a jet fighter; they’re 
not going to cut security,” he said. “They just can’t afford to 
do that.” 

The product was specifically developed for the defense 
government customer, Williams said. 

“In the early days, I don’t know if we thought there was a 
commercial market,” he said. “We thought there was only 
government.” 

The statement that a specific segment of the national 
security market will be protected from cuts has been a 
common refrain, said Steve Grundman, a fellow at the Atlantic 
Council and founder of Grundman Advisory. 

“The conventional version of that is, ‘Don’t worry, we’re 
in the sweet spot,‘“ he said. “But everybody can’t be in the 
sweet spot.” 

Grundman said that security, be it homeland security or 
protection of defense assets such as ships, may be a better 
market than some, but still is not a perfect environment in 
which to compete. 

“Is security one of those sweet spots? I don’t think it’s the 
sweetest spot, I think it really, really depends,” he said. “I 
don’t think there is any spot that is wholly sweet.” 

Part of what is making the market difficult is European 
competition, said Phil Finnegan, an analyst with the Teal 
Group, Fairfax, Va. 

“European companies are putting a higher priority on 
security than U.S. companies in some ways,” he said. “There’s 
a recognition by European companies that their defense 
budgets are in worse shape than the U.S. defense budget. 
Second, it’s an easy entry into U.S. markets. It’s much less 
sensitive than defense.” 

Finnegan said that although there is tough competition, 
homeland security in particular is likely to see some stability. 

“It will fare better, the question is how much,” he said. 
“DHS moves cautiously, and I think a lot of companies 
recognize that. They recognize that it’s not nearly as large as 
the defense market. It’s just not going to be a panacea. 
Nonetheless, they are interested in seeing what opportunities 
there are.” 

Buoying a Company While the buoy system designed by 
Intellicheck Mobilisa, called the Aegeus Wireless Buoy 
system, was developed for the Navy, the company is also 
tapping into a recent trend in efforts to make the product 
commercially viable. 

Originally, the company dipped its toe into the buoy 
market by working with the Department of Transportation to 

create a wireless network in Washington state’s Puget Sound 
for use by ferries. After the success with that project, the Navy 
approached the company for a way to help it monitor the 
waters around tied-up ships, as well as harbors in general. 

The result was the anchoring of about a dozen buoys, 
including one on the Potomac River, keeping an eye on the 
waterway to Washington, D.C. The buoy, painted yellow to 
avoid collisions with passing vessels, works by using solar 
panels and a wind turbine to generate power for a variety of 
sensors. 

The buoy monitors passing water to check for oil content, 
among other pollutants, has a radiation sensor meant to detect 
dirty bombs, as well as both night vision and daytime monitors 
that are triggered by motion, and weather equipment. All of 
the sensors are designed to transmit data wirelessly, and the 
energy generated from the panels and the turbine can charge 
the batteries to support the entire rig, weather permitting. 

The platform is designed with attachment points so 
sensors can be removed and added as desired. That flexibility 
has resulted in a broad market for the product, with oil 
companies looking to deploy the buoys near rigs to detect 
leaking oil and foreign governments looking at harbor defense. 

The Navy, which provided the funding behind the 
development of the buoy system, views the product as an 
opportunity to monitor craft around large vessels, potentially 
protecting against a destroyer Cole-type bombing incident. 

With an increasing number of defense contractors looking 
to overseas markets and commercial applications of 
technologies, the ability to sell the product to multiple 
customers has helped the system grow substantially. Aegeus 
now represents about a quarter of the company’s revenues, 
powering the growth of the 50-employee contractor. 

The application near oil rigs could be particularly 
lucrative, Williams said. Rigs typically leak a small amount of 
oil, resulting in constant alarms from the on-rig sensors. In 
practice, companies turn these off as the alarms are unceasing. 
By moving the sensor to a nearby buoy, the company can 
avoid false alarms while still gathering intelligence on leaks. 

The overseas attention is being increased by the 
Department of State, Williams said. “The State Department 
actually brought 27 countries by to look at it, because they get 
it,” he said. “They understood it.” 

The opportunity to develop a product for the Navy, with 
outside applications, benefits both parties, Williams said. 
“They’ll have a product at the end of the day, and we’ll have a 
product.” 
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BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
39. Anticipation Sky High For Blue Angels 
Next weekend's event is final show scheduled at Pease Tradeport 
(PORTSMOUTH (NH) HERALD 24 JUN 12) ... Charles McMahon 

PORTSMOUTH — For the last two years, Seacoast 
residents have been spoiled with the sights and sounds of 
some of the most renowned pilots and aviation performers the 
world has to offer. 

Each year, in addition to thousands of local fans who 
flock to Portsmouth International Airport at Pease 
International Tradeport, tens of thousands more from the 

greater region have shown up to catch a glimpse of the high-
flying superstars. 

When the U.S. Navy Blue Angels perform with a host of 
others as part of the Service Credit Union Boston-Portsmouth 
Air Show later this week, it may be the last time in the 
foreseeable future that aviation enthusiasts can see such a 
vision soaring through the Seacoast skies. The Blue Angels 
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last appeared on the Seacoast at the 2010 air show, which 
drew 70,000 spectators. The U.S. Air Force Thunderbirds 
headlined the 2011 air show last August. 

Organizers of the popular summer attraction say they are 
thankful for all the benefits the air show has brought to the 
community, and beyond, over the years. 

"We've had a tremendous time in the past two air shows," 
said Michael Kaufman, executive director and chief executive 
officer of the Daniel Webster Council of Boy Scouts of 
America, an event co-organizer. 

The show is being jointly produced by the Daniel Webster 
Council, Boy Scouts of America and the Brain Injury 
Association of New Hampshire. The organizations, along with 
more than 30 other local not-for-profit groups, will benefit 
from the show. 

Kaufman said that each year, the show has not only 
brought a smile to the many flying fans of New England, but 
has also meant support for local businesses and nonprofits. 

"It's put a lot of financial support in the coffers of 
Seacoast businesses," he said. 

The show has also been a "blessing" for the Boy Scouts, 
said Kaufman, who added the money raised over the years has 
gone directly back to Scouts themselves. 

"It's been a win-win for us," he said. "It's allowed us to 
showcase scouting by putting on a fun and unique activity in 
which the net proceeds come right back to our programs." 

Money raised has helped the organization purchase 
equipment for the Boy Scout summer camp to ensure the 
youngsters have a quality experience, Kaufman said. 

Steve Wade, chief executive officer of the Brain Injury 
Association of New Hampshire, said the Seacoast has been 
fortunate to have the Blue Angels visit in 2010, after 20 years, 
and again this year. 

"We've been incredibly lucky," he said. 

After some bumps and bruises from logistical problems in 
the first air show related to scarcity of water and traffic, Wade 
said the organizations have learned how to put on the perfect 
type of show to ensure visitors are left with little to no 
complaints. 

"We are in good shape and have a really good plan in 
place," he said. "We feel like we nailed it last year." 

Wade also credited the assistance Service Credit Union 
has given as the lead sponsor for the event. 

Funds raised over the year, according to Wade, have 
made a huge difference for the brain injury association. He 
said the last few years, the organization has had the money to 
help transition people who have brain injuries back into their 
homes and out of care facilities. 

"We've been able to get people back into their 
communities," he said. 

Funds raised from the air show have also helped the 
organization create a concussion awareness program with 10 
high schools across the state, he said. 

With more funds expected from the upcoming air show, 
Wade said the group will try to reach out to families of 
returning war veterans to see how they can help as well. 

Another stakeholder in the air show over the years has 
been the Pease Development Authority, which opens up the 
entire tradeport for the show. 

Airport Manager Bill Hopper said preparation for the 
show is a lot of work, but it definitely pays off when the roar 
of the Blue Angels can be heard booming through the 
tradeport. 

And while this year's show is technically the last one, 
organizers say they are planning to take a step back to collect 
themselves and assess any potential for future shows at the 
tradeport. 

"It's up in the air," Kaufman quipped. 
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40. Budget Mess Could Imperil San Diego Military Assets 
Business groups join forces to raise concerns about looming defense cuts 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 23 JUN 12) ... Jeanette Steele 

Four San Diego business groups have united to sound the 
alarm bell that looming defense cuts could cripple the regional 
economy, where 142,000 people get Pentagon or Veterans 
Affairs paychecks and another 169,000 jobs are tied to 
military spending. 

Layoff notices could be issued starting in October, as San 
Diego defense contractors brace for sequestration, a deficit-
slashing move that would cut the U.S. military budget by an 
extra 10 percent starting in January. 

Five pieces of the San Diego military picture are 
considered in jeopardy of significant cuts, in addition to as 
many as 30,000 defense-related jobs, according to an analysis 
by the San Diego Regional Economic Development 
Corporation, the San Diego Regional Chamber of Commerce, 
Connect and the San Diego Military Advisory Council. 

The list: 

 A third aircraft carrier now slated for the region. 

 The Navy’s Space and Naval Warfare Systems 
Command, especially its systems center in Point 
Loma. 

 The Fleet Readiness Center Southwest aircraft 
maintenance facility at North Island Naval Air 
Station. 

 Shipbuilding and repair jobs, if ship numbers 
decrease. 

 The Marine Corps Recruit Depot boot camp near 
Lindbergh Field. 

In recent weeks, the redevelopment of the Navy’s 
downtown Broadway complex has been added to the concerns 
column. That’s in response to Rep. Susan Davis, D-San Diego, 
who introduced legislation in May that opened the door for the 
naval regional headquarters to be moved to a military base, 
instead of being rebuilt on Broadway as the Navy has planned 
for years. 

Local military officials are remaining silent on the 
group’s analysis. The Navy’s Southwest regional command 
declined to comment. A spokesman for the San Diego Marine 
Corps Recruit Depot referred queries to the Pentagon. 

But the business coalition, which calls this effort 
“Operation San Diego,” said other regions are already moving 
aggressively to protect their assets. Sen. Lindsey Graham, R-
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S.C., recently told his constituents that the Marines might have 
to choose between its San Diego boot camp and one in his 
home state, for example. 

“When you have states like Maryland and Virginia that 
are sending off letters together to Washington, with all four of 
their senators and both governors in alignment, and you look 
at California ... It’s just not happening. We realized we need to 
develop a plan,” said Mark Cafferty, president and chief 
executive of the San Diego Regional Economic Development 
Corporation. 

“We knew the very first step is generating a stronger 
presence in D.C. We’re an awful long way from there.” 

The EDC is negotiating to hire the same Washington 
lobbyist who represented the region during the 2005 round of 
U.S. military base closures. 

The case to be made at the Pentagon focuses on San 
Diego’s importance to national defense strategy. 

San Diego Bay is the principal home of the U.S. Pacific 
Fleet, with air and sea training ranges off the coast that are 
unsurpassed for close access. The Navy SEAL command is in 
Coronado, and all SEALs get their initial training on the Silver 
Strand. 

About one-quarter of the Marine Corps is stationed in San 
Diego County, with an infantry division at Camp Pendleton, 
an air wing at Miramar Marine Corps Air Station and one of 
the Corps’ two boot camps off Pacific Highway. 

With the U.S. military’s shift of focus to the Pacific, the 
overriding sentiment in military circles has been that San 
Diego is situated well to weather defense cuts — though it will 
likely share in the 20,000-person reduction already announced 
for the Marine Corps. 

But the Operation San Diego group warns that 
sequestration will not be like past base closure scenarios, 
which involved input from Congress. There’s no indication yet 
if defense officials will cut every program by 10 percent, or 
use the budgetary knife with more discretion. 

“Nobody knows the details on how this is going to be 
executed, except that it’s going to be painful,” said Larry 
Blumberg, executive director of the military advisory council. 

Sequestration refers to $600 billion in defense cuts 
scheduled to start next year. It is the legacy of a deal forged 
last summer in response to partisan division over raising the 
national debt ceiling. 

It calls for $1.2 trillion in automatic cuts over 10 years, 
split evenly between defense and non-defense spending. 

In the first year, the Pentagon budget would reportedly 
take a $55 billion hit, about a 10 percent reduction. 

The cuts were triggered by the failure late last year to 
reach a comprehensive deal on a deficit reduction plan. 

Separately, the Defense Department is already scheduled 
to slash $492 billion over the coming decade under a budget 
agreement passed last summer. 

The Pentagon has spent the past year warning that 
sequestration could mean possible cancellation of major 
weapons programs and the disruption of operations around the 
world. 

National University’s Institute for Policy Research in San 
Diego estimates that if the 10 percent cutback was evenly 
distributed across the military, San Diego’s economy would 
have lost $3.5 billion in 2011. 

“This would severely stagger San Diego’s still-struggling 
economy, and undoubtedly put the region back into 
recession,” said National University economist Kelly 
Cunningham. 

While making San Diego’s case to the Defense 
Department, business officials also want to arouse interest in 
San Diego, where 25 percent of the region’s jobs touch 
military spending in some way, according to an analysis by the 
military advisory council. 

They worry that the issue isn’t being discussed, despite its 
back-pocket impact locally. 

“The chamber and EDC have many of our members who 
are either defense-related or just local businesses who actually 
thrive off of the military being here,” Cafferty said. “A hit to 
the military is a hit to them.” 

Ruben Barrales, president and chief executive of the San 
Diego Regional Chamber of Commerce, said one place to start 
is with local elected officials. 

“They are key,” he said. “We need them to be active in 
their support for the military in San Diego.” 

Rep. Duncan Hunter, R-Alpine, and a member of the 
House Armed Services Committee, held a town-hall meeting 
in San Diego on the proposed defense cuts last week. He 
called out the media for not covering the issue more and other 
regional politicians for not speaking up about what he called 
an “economic bombshell.” 

Davis, a Democrat also on the House Armed Services 
Committee, said through her spokesman that sequestration can 
be avoided if both parties come together. 

Political analysts have said it’s unlikely a solution will be 
found before the November election, as neither side wants to 
appear to concede any ground. 

“If sequestration does go forward, San Diego’s civic and 
business leaders have a history of coming together and making 
a strong case for why our region is a strategic asset for the 
Department of Defense,” Davis said in an emailed statement. 
“I expect nothing less this time around.” 

Her press secretary, Aaron Hunter, also said that the 
Broadway Complex legislation allows the Navy to move its 
regional headquarters, but doesn’t force a move. U-T San 
Diego Publisher Douglas F. Manchester has a contract with 
the Navy to redevelop the Broadway parcel into a new Navy 
administrative building, hotels, offices and shops. 

The project so far has been hindered by the poor financial 
climate and legal challenges. 

A possible bright side of the sequestration debate is that 
prior rounds of military cutbacks have meant a concentration 
of defense assets in San Diego, such as the 1997 move of the 
SPAWAR headquarters from the Washington, D.C., area. 

While the Operation San Diego coalition says that these 
cuts may not be like the past, Cafferty added, “If there is going 
to be consolidation, this is the place to be consolidated to.” 
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41. Defense Cuts Threaten Seacoast 
Analyst: Consequences of sequestration would be severe 
(PORTSMOUTH (NH) HERALD 24 JUN 12) ... Deborah McDermott 

There is an economic "tsunami" building in strength and 
getting set to crash over the still-fragile American economy 
come January. And it could take as many as 2 million jobs 
with it. 

That's the analysis of a George Mason University public 
policy professor who has studied the building storm. Stephen 
Fuller said if you haven't heard the word "sequestration" 
before, now is the time to start paying attention. 

"That word doesn't mean anything to anybody, and it 
should," he said, "because the consequences are going to be 
severe." 

Sequestration is a term Congress created in the Budget 
Control Act of 2011 to describe automatic, across-the-board 
budget cuts that will occur if Congress doesn't come up with 
another spending plan by year's end. The sequestration 
provision was added after the so-called "supercommittee" last 
year failed to come up with a budget-cutting package. At the 
time, it was reported that sequestration was so onerous that 
Congress would never let it go into effect. A $1.2 trillion cut 
in federal spending over 10 years will automatically begin 
starting in January — roughly $600 billion in defense, and the 
remainder in nondefense spending. 

U.S. Sen. Kelly Ayotte, R-N.H., said with Portsmouth 
Naval Shipyard in the state's back yard as well as small and 
large defense contractors scattered throughout the Granite 
State, she has made sequestration a top priority. "For me, it's 
pretty simple," she said. "Our most important responsibility 
under the Constitution is to make sure that we are safe. With 
the risks that exist right now around the world, it's not a time 
to undermine national security." 

As a member of the Senate Armed Services Committee, 
she said she has been in a position to learn in some specificity 
about the implications of sequestration on defense spending. 
"The more I learned about the consequences, the more deeply 
I became concerned," she said. 

She ticks off a few statistics: Army and Marine Corps 
troops reduced to pre-World War II levels; the Navy the 
smallest since 1915; plans for new ships, submarines, planes, 
helicopters, tanks and weapons shelved. 

And then there are the jobs arising out of those defense 
contracts. Fuller, whose study Ayotte and others in the 
military and on Capitol Hill have quoted, said he was 
commissioned by the aerospace industry to see what the 
"ripple effect" of sequestration would be. 

The study determined that in 2013 alone, about 300,000 
people making equipment for the military — from prime 
contractors to small subcontractors — would lose their jobs. 
Another 700,000 Americans will be affected by the loss of 
those defense jobs. 

"With the loss of that payroll from, say, Boeing, other 
people who depend on that spending — hot dog vendors, 
teachers, pub owners — will lose their jobs, too," he said. 

Fuller's state-by-state analysis indicates New Hampshire 
would lose 3,321 jobs and Maine 4,055. 

None of this surprises Paul O'Connor, president of the 
Metal Trades Council at the shipyard. O'Connor said 
sequestration is "an issue we discuss every time we meet to 
talk about the shipyard budget." 

"I've been beating on this ever since I heard about 
sequestration," he said. 

While they have been discussing the ramifications in 
budget meetings, they have not been able to prepare in 
specificity for how it might affect the yard, he said. 

"It's hard to prepare when we don't know what to prepare 
for," he said. "We know general numbers and how to translate 
those across the defense enterprise, but we don't know certain 
percentages across the board." 

An amendment attached to the recently enacted Farm Bill 
could change that. Introduced by a number of senators 
including Ayotte, it would require the Pentagon and the Office 
of Management and Budget to detail how they would 
implement defense and nondefense cuts by mid-August. 

That would be helpful to defense contractors, Ayotte said. 
She said she's heard many defense contractors are not waiting 
for January. Many, uncertain about what layoffs they may 
have to prepare for, may decide to give their employees layoff 
notices in November. Federal law requires companies to give 
workers 60 days' notice before laying them off. Calls to speak 
with officials of several local companies that contract with the 
military — including Pratt and Whitney in North Berwick, 
Maine, Teledyne D.G. O'Brien in Seabrook and Cobham in 
Exeter — were not returned. 

U.S. Sen. Jeanne Shaheen, D-N.H., said it's important to 
remember that defense spending is only half of the 
sequestration. Non-defense spending includes everything else 
in the federal government, including cuts to mandatory 
spending (entitlement programs like Medicare and Social 
Security) and discretionary spending (every federal 
department except Defense). 

"Rolling back just defense isn't going to cut it," Shaheen 
said. "What's going to solve this problem is a comprehensive 
approach." 

Fuller said that since he published his study on defense 
spending cuts last fall, he's taken a look at nondefense 
spending — exempting entitlements. "I looked at the 
operations of just about every department," he said, adding he 
concluded another 1 million direct and indirect jobs will be 
lost in 2013. 

Meanwhile, there's just six months left to go before 
sequestration occurs, and the Congress has yet to act on a bill 
to stave off its implementation. The House has passed a bill 
along party lines introduced by Congressman Paul Ryan, R-
Wis., that would significantly reduce cuts to Medicare, add 
additional spending cuts to many social programs, increase 
federal pension contributions and dismantle the Affordable 
Care Act. There are no tax increases. 

"I would absolutely support it," Ayotte said, adding tax 
increases are not going to get the country to where it needs to 
go. She said she'd be willing to consider non-tax revenue 
increases, but said "the notion that you have to increase the tax 
rate to stave off borrowing doesn't make sense to me." 

Shaheen said a tax increase at least must be on the table as 
part of a "comprehensive" bill to avoid sequestration. She said 
two commissions — the bipartisan Debt Reduction Task Force 
and the National Commission on Fiscal Responsibility and 
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Reform — both recommended Congress "address all aspects 
of the budget." 

"You can't get there by just cutting," Shaheen said, adding 
the Ryan plan does not provide specifics and is not 
responsible. "I think more and more senators I've been talking 
to understand that." 

Shaheen sees the cup as decidedly half full, however. She 
said a bipartisan group of senators has been meeting for 
months to come up with a compromise bill, "and I see positive 

discussions going on. That doesn't mean we have legislation 
yet, but I think things are going in a positive direction." 

O'Connor said he is concerned time will run out, because 
he's seen nothing in this "dysfunctional Congress" to convince 
him that they're willing to craft legislation. 

"What they're doing is playing Russian roulette with the 
American people," he said. "The Sword of Damacles is poised 
over our heads, and the question is, whose head will it lop 
off?" 
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42. A Photo Worth A Thousand Words 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 24 JUN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Randy J. Savarese, Enterprise Carrier Strike Group 
Public Affairs 

USS ENTERPRISE, At sea -- Aviation Ordnancemen 
(AO) assigned to aircraft carrier USS Enterprise (CVN 65) 
and Carrier Air Wing (CVW) 1 came together June 22 for a 
photo on the flight deck spelling out the name of a young boy 
diagnosed with terminal cancer. 

Dyrk Burcie was three years old when he was diagnosed 
with pediatric liver cancer, and despite nine rounds of 
chemotherapy and a liver transplant, his prognosis is still grim. 

The photo is part of what has become a spontaneous 
campaign intended to bring some happiness and comfort to his 
family during their time of need. 

This unique campaign began with one act of kindness 
from the Dallas Fire Department, where Dameon Burcie, 
Dyrk's father, works. 

To show support for their fellow fire fighter, Dameon's 
coworkers got together and took a photo with personnel and 
fire trucks forming the shape of the boy's name. This 
thoughtful gesture spread to other fire departments, which 
began creating their own photos. 

Enterprise became involved when Aviation Ordnanceman 
Airman Julian Medina, a forklift technician assigned to 
weapons department's G-1 division, received an e-mail from 
his brother, a Dallas fire fighter who works with Dameon 
Burcie. The letter described the boy's story and asked if 
something similar could be done aboard the aircraft carrier. 

"When my brother e-mailed me the story, I wanted to get 
involved," said Medina. "That's when I (brought the idea to) 
Chief Warrant Officer James Yager, and he took it from 
there." 

"Medina approached me with a story of a young boy from 
Dallas who was dying from cancer, and asked me if we could 
do something," said Chief Warrant Officer James Yager, Air 
Gunner with weapons department's G-1 division. "So I 

contacted Aviation Ordnancemen from the ship's company 
and the air wing and got them together to do this photo on the 
flight deck so we could send it back to the family." 

With a helicopter already in the air on a routine flight, the 
group of AOs had just 45 minutes to form the letters that 
would spell out Dyrk's name using only a drawing from 
Yager. In total, approximately 300 AOs showed up to help. 

The outpouring of participation in this touching tribute 
was felt by everyone involved in the spelling of his name. 

"It's an awesome feeling to know you're helping 
someone," said Medina. "Even though it was just a 45-minute 
[photo] shoot for us on the flight deck, everyone knew what it 
was for and knew it was going to make a big impact on this 
one child's life." 

A photo, which was born out of a basic desire to bring 
some sense of happiness to a child's life, spread quickly 
through the ranks of fire departments in Texas and has now 
touched down on the flight deck of Enterprise. 

Though one of Enterprise's own Sailors is connected to 
Dyrk's father, Yager believes this shared experience also 
highlights the brotherhood of those who serve and protect 
every American. 

"Ever since 9/11 I just feel like the military, the fire 
department and police have become more of a tight-knit 
group," said Yager. "We all support each other and we're all 
out to accomplish the same goals. This was definitely an 
instance where we could all come together to make a 
difference in someone's life." 

"Anything like this, if he was my child and I got this kind 
of support from people, I know I would appreciate it," said 
Yager. "I have a soft spot in my heart for children and I 
thought this would be a good thing to do for him and his 
family." 
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43. Donation Ceremony Held For Children Of The Philippines 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 23 JUN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Clay M. Whaley, Navy Public Affairs Support 
Element West 

CALBAYOG, Philippines -- Staff members supporting 
Pacific Partnership 2012 (PP12) held a donation ceremony at 
the Calbayog Special Education (SPED) Center in the 
Philippines June 22 as part of PP12. 

U.S. military, partner nation and non-governmental 
organization (NGO) personnel donated 196 boxes of school 
supplies, hygiene kits and books for teachers and children 
during the ceremony. 

Chief Justin Roth, the officer-in-charge of the donation 
ceremony, said the handover was a special moment for those 
involved. 

"I think it was a great opportunity to take part in this 
event because I was able to see the smiles on all of the 
children's faces and see how much everyone appreciated what 
we're doing to assist the school," Roth said. 

Madison S. Burr, a Latter Day Saints Charities volunteer 
participating in PP12 aboard Military Sealift Command 
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hospital ship USNS Mercy (T-AH 19), said there were 
hundreds of excited children waiting to greet them. 

"The children surrounded us and asked to take photos, 
write autographs and give high-fives, and they were really 
excited to be able to interact with us," he said. 

The event consisted of a variety of performances 
including a U.S. Pacific Fleet Band concert for the children 
and dances performed by students attending the school. 

"I think the performances were fantastic and the children 
were ecstatic to be involved. They really responded to the 
music in a positive way," said Burr. 

Children were not the only upbeat participants. Many of 
the PP12 staff members claimed to feel the same way, 
including Burr. 

"I'm having a great time participating in PP12 and taking 
part in events like this. It has been a great opportunity to 
participate and work together with the U.S military, partner 
and host nations, and other NGOs whom we're here to assist," 
he said. 

Civil Engineers Go Above And Beyond In Philippines 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 23 JUN 12) Mass 

Communication Specialist 3rd Class Michael Feddersen, Navy 
Public Affairs Support Element West 

SAMAR, Philippines -- U.S., Australian and Filipino civil 
engineers worked together to leave a legacy of fun and 
laughter in a small Filipino village during Pacific Partnership 
2012. 

Steelworker 3rd Class Bryan Howe, crew leader, said the 
project at the Malaga Elementary School includes renovation 
of a playground and repairs of the roof and cement walkways 
around the school. 

"The old playground was badly rusted, and the roof was 
almost caving-in around many parts of the school," he said. 
"We also decided to put in new playground equipment 
including a basketball hoop, soccer goals and a swing set." 

Chief Construction Mechanic Scott Balius said the 
planned projects were ahead of schedule, which allowed the 
team to add on additional projects. 

"It is nice to be able to get ahead and do other projects. 
The renovated playground is something that will make so 
many kids happy," said Balius. "The roof and playground are 
expected to last another fifteen or twenty years." 

Howe said the project is expected to have a high impact 
on the community. 

"The principal has been so excited that we are doing the 
project for her school. Every day she is so grateful and asks 
how she can repay us," he said. 

Balius said building the playground is different from most 
other projects the team has done. 

In addition to this project, the Pacific Partnership 2012's 
joint team of engineers is building schoolhouses and taking 
part in a number of other engineering projects in the Western 
Samar area. 

Now in its seventh year, Pacific Partnership is a U.S. 
Pacific Fleet humanitarian and civic aid mission U.S. military, 
host and partner nations, non-governmental organizations and 
international organizations designed to build stronger 
relationships and disaster response capabilities in the Asia-
Pacific region. 
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44. Council Grills Navy Skipper On AICUZ 
After years of loyalty, the city notes fissures in its relationship with the Navy as the disagreement over 
expanding a North Island crash zone continues. 
(CORONADO (CA) PATCH 22 JUN 12) ... Gloria Tierney 

First the City Council gave Captain Yancy Lindsey the 
key to the city. Then they raked him over the coals. 

Mayor Casey Tanaka said the council wanted to show 
“how much we appreciate his service as skipper” and to let 
him know he’s always welcome back. Lindsey is about to 
hand over command of Naval Base Coronado. 

“Holy cow,” Lindsey said. “You and the residents are 
very passionate about your city. I wouldn’t have it any other 
way.” 

Yet the council's respect for Lindsey didn’t stop them 
from asking pointed questions when he gave his report on the 
Navy's Air Installation Compatibility Use Zone (AICUZ) 
study. Nor did the members' personal ties to the Navy. 

Three – Carrie Downey, Al Ovrom and Mike Woiwode – 
served in the Navy. Mayor Casey Tanaka is the son of a Navy 
veteran. Yet all four took issue Tuesday with the Navy’s 
report, which expands a North Island Naval Air Station crash 
zone to take in the Hotel del Coronado and hundreds of 
homes. 

They not only criticized its technical aspects and legal 
ramifications, but also what it shows about the Navy’s 
relationship with the city. 

“The Navy and city of Coronado had coexisted for 100 
years and found ways to grow together,” Tanaka said. “This 

document is unworthy of the shared history. It is not how a 
neighbor treats a neighbor. We had no leverage in this 
process,” he said. 

Ovrom reminded Lindsey that the council supported the 
Navy when it wanted to port nuclear carriers here, taking flack 
from residents and anti-nuclear groups. He also took pains to 
assure Lindsey that his issues were not with the skipper, but 
with the Navy. 

His biggest beef was that the Navy had not worked more 
closely with the council. 

“We have not had a discussion,” Ovrom said. “This is the 
first time we’ve had one.” 

Woiwode wanted to know why Navy opposed legislation 
(the Knight Act) that would have exempted Coronado from 
reconciling the AICUZ with its general plan. 

One of the main issues is the concern that expanded crash 
zones will force a change of zoning in the areas now included 
in them, leaving the city with fewer planning options. The 
areas are currently built out in land set aside for residential and 
business uses, which aren't compatible with land in crash 
zones. 

Lindsey pointed out all the consideration the Navy gives 
the city. 
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“Most air landings are straight line. In Coronado it would 
go over the Shores and Hotel del. We don’t do that,” he said. 
“We are committed to working with the community.” 

The AICUZ will help shape a larger airport plan for San 
Diego, a process that will continue for at least two years. 
Councilwoman Carrie Downey asked if the Navy will work 
with the city as the document, the Airport Land Use 
Compatibility Plan, is shaped. 

“Part of the process is working with the airport and 
community. We expect to be part of the process,” was the only 
assurance Lindsey gave. 

He also said that the Navy would be happy to “meet with 
any group,” with concerns about the AICUZ. More than 90 
people attended a Coronado meeting on the study last month. 
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NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
45. No Order From Top Brass For Gay Pride Observance At Pentagon 
Panetta Not Ordering Gay Pride Events 
(WASHINGTON TIMES 25 JUN 12) ... Rowan Scarborough 

Defense Secretary Leon E. Panetta is not requiring 
commands and agencies to hold gay pride events this month, 
even as the Pentagon prepares for its first celebration on 
Tuesday of gays serving openly in the ranks. 

Mr. Panetta issued a message to troops June 15 
recognizing June as Gay Pride Month in the military, after 
President Obama officially recognized it weeks earlier. 

Jeh Johnson, the Defense Department’s general counsel 
who spearheaded the drive inside the Pentagon to repeal the 
policy against gays serving openly in the military, will be the 
keynote speaker at the Pentagon event, which will feature a 
panel discussion titled “The Value of Open Service and 
Diversity.” 

The Pentagon has not released the names of panel 
members. A gay-rights group said it knows the names, but 
declined to identify them before the Pentagon does. 

Pentagon spokesmen said Mr. Panetta has not directed 
commands, installations or agencies to hold companion gay 
pride events during June. 

A spot-check of major commands - such as Special 
Operations Command, Pacific Command and Central 
Command - revealed that no special events or statements are 
scheduled. One spokesman said that does not mean an 
installation will not note the occasion with a statement or 
exhibit. 

Other Minorities Celebrated 
“I’m not aware of any events planned at this point,” said a 

Pacific Command spokeswoman. 
Said Army spokesman George Wright: “Aside from the 

event at the Pentagon for [the Department of Defense], I’m not 
aware of any organized activities here at Army headquarters, 
nor at installations.” 

In the past, celebrations at the Pentagon to recognize 
minorities have been mirrored by events at bases worldwide. 

For example, during Hispanic American Heritage Month 
in 2001, the Pentagon issued a press release that said: 
“Celebrated from Sept. 15 to Oct. 15, the observance features 
a variety of activities on and around military installations 
worldwide, including keynote speakers, panel discussions, 
exhibits, films, special menus in military dining facilities and a 
host of other activities.” 

During Back History Month in 2006, the command in 
Afghanistan put on a special event at Bagram Air Base. 

Mr. Panetta, who celebrated the end of the ban on service 
by open gays known as “don’t ask, don’t tell” in September, 
took repeal one step further June 15 by having the department 

embrace June as Gay Pride Month, as does the gay rights 
movement. 

“As we recognize pride month, I want to personally thank 
all of our gay and lesbian service members, LGBT civilians 
and their families for their dedicated service to our country,” 
he said in a video message to the troops. 

“LGBT” refers to lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender. 
Transgenders, who include cross-dressers and transsexuals, 
remain barred from military service. The gay-rights movement 
is calling on the Obama administration to remove that 
exclusion. 

“Before the repeal … you faithfully served your country 
with professionalism and courage,” Mr. Panetta said. “And 
just like your fellow service members, you put your country 
before yourself. 

“And now, after repeal, you can be proud of serving your 
country, and be proud of who you are when in uniform.” 

Respect And Diversity 
The gay-rights movement is applauding the recognition. 
“This historic declaration confirms the message that the 

military supports all service members and civilian employees, 
based on their merit,” said Josh Seefried, an Air Force officer 
who co-directs OutServe.org, a gay-rights group for military 
personnel. 

“This is a tribute to our core military values: respect and 
integrity. If there is any remaining doubt that the military has 
executed [the] repeal with excellence, and that LGBT people 
are serving our country with honor, Secretary Panetta has 
firmly put that to rest. This is leadership directly from the 
top.” 

Asked whether he knows of gay pride events scheduled 
on bases, Lt. Seefried said: “Various pride events have been 
happening with participation from different levels. We’ve 
chosen to mainly organize them to coincide with pride events 
at cities, marching in parades, booths, get-togethers.” 

During the ban, OutServe was a secretive group of gay 
service members. Since the “don’t ask, don’t tell” repeal, it 
works in the open, has established local chapters and 
organizes a national conference. 

Elaine Donnelly, who runs the Center for Military 
Readiness and opposed the repeal, said that forcing the 
military to celebrate gays is “entirely inappropriate.” 

“Now we have a secretary of defense who is forgetting 
that our military does not exist to promote ‘diversity,’ as 
defined by the LGBT Left,” she said. “Gay pride events are 
divisive and entirely inappropriate in the military, an 
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institution that encourages shared values and selfless sacrifice, 
not separatist factions and pressure groups demanding special 
status and benefits. 

“Pentagon officials should support the majority of men 
and women in the military, instead of helping President 
Obama to score political points with the LGBT Left.” 
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46. At Ntelos, Phish Enlists One Of The Navy's Top Brass 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 23 JUN 12) ... Mike Gruss 

"A very dear friend." That's how Trey Anastasio 
introduced his special guest at Tuesday's Phish concert. Gears 
on trumpet. 

Gears. The guy who had played horns with Phish since 
1988, who after special permission from his boss toured with 
Phish in 1991, who played on one of the band's gold records, 
which still hangs in his office. 

Yes, Phish, the commonly stereotyped liberal hippie jam 
band with fans who sport big beards and hemp necklaces and 
blue dresses suitable for both gals and guys. Yes, Phish, the 
band that has made a second home out of Hampton Coliseum 
and now seems to be on track for a second second-home at the 
nTelos Pavilion in Portsmouth. 

Gears is the guy who has played with Phish or the band's 
side projects six times in Hampton Roads since 1998. He is 
the guy who brought his horn to nTelos on Tuesday and who, 
a few hours before the show, talked to bandleader Anastasio in 
his dressing room about joining the group for a song. 

Anastasio had a few ideas about what they could do, but 
the band members' small children were sleeping next door so 
Gears didn't get a chance to rehearse with the group. Gears is 
so good, however, that he figured he'd work out his part 
during the performance. 

A few hours later, he was called onstage. 
"Party Time." 
Yes, the name of the song Gears played on, jammed on, 

got the sold-out crowd's groove on to, is called "Party Time." 
And this is Lt. Cmdr. Carl Gerhard, executive officer of 

the school of music at the Navy's amphibious base at Little 
Creek in Norfolk. He is one of just 27 band officers in the 
entire Navy. 

From his official Navy bio: 
Gerhard enlisted in 1985, beginning his career at Little 

Creek. 
In 1992, he returned to the School of Music for advanced 

training. In 1995, he reported to the 6th Fleet Band in Naples, 
Italy. In January 1998, he again returned to the School of 
Music to attend the "pilot" Arranger Course. During that tour 
of duty, he was promoted to chief musician. 

On Oct. 1, 2001, he was commissioned as a Limited Duty 
Officer Bandmaster and was promoted to ensign. He was 
assigned to the Blue Ridge in Yokosuka, Japan, from 2004 to 
2006. From September 2006 to July 2010, Gerhard served as 
director of the Navy Band Northeast in Newport, R.I. 

His official photo shows a Navy officer, one with pins 
and badges, sitting with hands crossed, hair cropped. Stone-
faced, not stoned. 

And here is his official bio as delivered by Phish's 
bandleader: 

"A very dear friend... in 1991 this guy came to the school 
of Phish and he went on tour with the Giant Country Horns.... 
Since then, our very dear friend has spent his entire life 
teaching musicians in the armed services.... 

"He is now the executive officer, the top-ranking officer 
in the world, teaching every musician in the Marines, in the 
Navy and the Army... that comes in." 

(Wild applause.) 
"Carl Gerhard. Gears! Let's hear it for him." 
And while not everything Anastasio said is exactly true - 

maybe he's not the top-ranking in the world - it is close 
enough. 

Gears is Lt. Cmdr. Carl Gerhard, a Navy officer, the one 
with pins and badges who in his official photo is sitting with 
hands crossed, hair cropped. Stone-faced, not stoned. 

In some corners of Hampton Roads, he is the embodiment 
of two contradicting worlds that stereotypically never intersect 
- you'd never imagine a Navy officer playing a killer 
improvisation on trumpet during "Party Time," the second 
song in Phish's first set Tuesday night, then leaving to raucous 
applause from a small village of fanatics. 

The next morning, Lt. Cmdr Carl Gerhard barked into his 
phone at Little Creek the standard greeting: "School of Music, 
XO Gerhard." When I identified myself, he lightened. "Hey 
man, how you doing?" 

For the rest of the conversation, as many of his sentences 
ended with "man" as they did with "sir." 

Like Sunday morning church services, the arts here are 
often perceived as being segregated by race or by income. Just 
last week, Norfolk city council members argued over the 
meaning of a poem, struggling to differentiate between 
narrator and author. 

And because this is a Navy town, people discussing 
almost any subject, including the arts, are quick to pipe up, 
"This is a Navy town," in case you forgot, implying that the 
arts must be as clean-shaven as Sailors' faces with tastes that 
do not wander along the fringe. More Lee Greenwood, please. 

Yet, just as Phish fans are not all long-haired college 
students inhabiting a world where everything reeks of pot, 
Navy members do not embrace a monolithic set of 
conservative values and straight-laced preferences in a world 
where everything reeks of oil and diesel. 

Gerhard says he is extremely proud of his time in the 
Navy and extremely proud of his time with Phish. 

As he wandered the crowd Tuesday night after his cameo, 
he said beautiful young women, and grandfathers and small 
children and businessmen and college students shook his hand. 
He called the audience a melting pot. 

"It's not all patchouli oil," he said. 
There was a reading of his appearance, a mumbling in the 

crowd Tuesday night, that this was the band's nod to the Navy. 
Phish "waved the flag big time for us," he said from his 

office. 
There was a reading that Gears's solo proved that music is 

what brings people together, but that's true only if you 
mistakenly believe that for so long we've been living so far 
apart. 
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47. Aboard Iwo Jima, Female Sailors Now Get Their Cut 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 25 JUN 12) ... Kate Wiltrout 

The 2,900 Sailors and Marines aboard the amphibious 
assault ship Iwo Jima have precious few creature comforts. 
They've been away from their families for almost three 
months. Daytime temperatures in the Gulf of Aden regularly 
top 110 degrees. And so-called "Navy showers" - where you 
turn on water only for the beginning and end of the bathing 
process - don't offer much respite. 

So it's no wonder female crew members have welcomed 
the latest addition to the ship's barbershop: a single-seat 
beauty salon. 

The idea came from Capt. Grady Banister, the ship's 
commanding officer, who acknowledges "borrowing" it from a 
San Diego-based sister ship. Plans were made before the Iwo 
Jima left Norfolk in March, but supplies didn't arrive until the 
vessel was plying the waters of the Arabian Sea. 

In recent weeks, hull technicians installed a shampoo 
bowl and salon chair in the barbershop, which lost one station. 
Storekeepers made beauty products, such as chemical relaxers, 
available for sale. And more than a half-dozen women who 
hold professional or apprentice cosmetology licenses stepped 
forward to volunteer their services. 

In a phone interview, Banister said he's glad that an 
"underserved population" - the women who make up 20 
percent of his crew - now have a place to get a haircut during 
deployments. Men have long had access to free haircuts at sea, 
provided by servicemen with training as barbers. Women, who 

have been assigned to warships for almost 20 years, are 
typically on their own. 

"For years, they had zero," Banister said. "It was just a 
matter of rearranging more than anything else. For very little 
input, we get a whole lot out of this." 

The salon is open three days a week for five or six hours 
at a time. It offers cuts and trims, braiding, extensions, wash-
and-sets and eyebrow shaping. But its biggest service is a 
general boost in morale. 

"Morale is extremely important when you're serving away 
from home," said Cmdr. Jeffery Davis, the ship's supply 
officer. "A happy Sailor is a productive Sailor." 

Ensign Jessica Powell's regular duties include managing 
almost two dozen hull technicians and machinery repairmen, 
standing watches and learning how to drive the massive ship. 

Over the last two weeks, she's happily added stints at the 
salon to her schedule. 

Rank and branch of service don't matter in the salon, 
which is located in one of the ship's most frequented areas - 
next to the chapel and the ship's store. 

Powell shampoos and cuts the locks of officers and 
enlisted Sailors and Marines. 

She enjoys the break from her normal responsibilities and 
likes contributing to her fellow Sailors' well-being. 

"If you look better, you feel better," she said. 
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48. Week In Review Jun. 16, 2012 – Jun. 22, 2012 
(YOUTUBE 22 JUN 12) ... U.S. Navy 

Welcome to this week's U.S. Navy multimedia production 
featuring selected images from around the fleet received 
during the week of Jun. 16, 2012 – Jun. 22, 2012. 

The images represent the work of the many naval 
photographers deployed worldwide and submitted to Navy 
Visual News Service. For access to more than 100,000 high 
resolution photos visit: 
    http://www.navy.mil/view_photos_top.asp  and 
http://www.flickr.com/photos/usnavy/    .                     

View U.S. Navy YouTube Channel 
View Clip (RT: 2:06) 
Broadcast Clip - 7 in :70 (Jun. 22, 2012) 
(YOUTUBE 22 JUN 12) U.S. Pacific Fleet 
A quick look at events and issues from the past week 

around Pacific Fleet making headlines at 
http://www.cpf.navy.mil. 

View Clip (RT: 1:10) 
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OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
49. The LOST Sinkhole 
(WASHINGTON POST 24 JUN 12) ... George F. Will 

There they go again. Like those who say climate change 
is an emergency too obvious and urgent to allow for debate, 
some proponents of the United Nations Convention on the 
Law of the Sea, a.k.a. the Law of the Sea Treaty (LOST), say 
arguments against it are nonexistent. Secretary of State Hillary 
Rodham Clinton says any such arguments “no longer exist and 
truly cannot even be taken with a straight face.” Favoring 
condescension over persuasion, she ridicules people who she 
says think that, because the treaty was negotiated under U.N. 
auspices, “the black helicopters are on their way.” 

Clinton’s insufferable tone is not a reason for the 
necessary 34 senators to reject ratification. It is, however, a 
reason for enjoying their doing so. 

LOST, approval of which is supposedly somehow 
suddenly imperative, emerged from the mists of U.N. 
deliberations that began in the 1950s. The result, three 
generations later, is pernicious when it is not superfluous. 

For centuries there has been a law of the sea. There might 
be marginal benefits from LOST’s clarifications and 
procedures for resolving disputes arising from that law — 
although China and the nations involved in contentious 
disputes about the South China Sea have all ratified LOST, not 
that it seems to matter. But those hypothetical benefits are less 
important than LOST’s actual derogation of U.S. sovereignty 
by empowering a U.N. bureaucracy — the International 
Seabed Authority (ISA), based in Jamaica — to give or 
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withhold permission for mining, and to transfer perhaps 
hundreds of billions of dollars of U.S. wealth to whatever 
nation it deems deserving — “on the basis of equitable sharing 
criteria, taking into account the interests and needs of 
developing states, particularly the least developed and the 
land-locked among them.” 

Royalties paid by nations with the talent and will for 
extracting wealth from the seabed will go to nations that have 
neither, on the principle that what is extracted from 56 percent 
of the earth’s surface is, the United Nations insists, “the 
common heritage of mankind.” And never mind U.S. law, 
which says that wealth gained from the continental shelf — 
from which the ISA would seek royalty payments — is 
supposed to be held by the U.S. government for the benefit of 
the American people. 

LOST was approved by a U.N. conference in 1982, 
during the Reagan administration, which refused to sign it. In 
1994, after some provisions pertaining to seabed mining were 
changed, President Bill Clinton sent it to the Senate, which has 
never brought it to a vote. LOST’s supporters say President 
Reagan’s objections have been met. Well. 

Kenneth Adelman, a Reagan adviser, attended a National 
Security Council meeting at which Secretary of State 
Alexander Haig said LOST was undesirable but inevitable 
because it was the result of a process involving most nations. 
Reagan said: “Uh, Al, isn’t this what the whole thing’s all 
about?” Adelman says when those in the meeting seemed 
puzzled, Reagan said: Wasn’t refusing to go along with 
something “really stupid,” just because 150 nations had done 
so, what winning the 1980 election was about? Reagan was 

primarily, but not exclusively, concerned about seabed mining 
provisions that were slightly improved in 1994. His June 29, 
1982, diary entry says: “Decided in NSC meeting — will not 
sign ‘Law of the Sea’ treaty even without seabed mining 
provisions.” 

Five former Republican secretaries of state (Henry 
Kissinger, George Shultz, James Baker, Colin Powell and 
Condoleezza Rice) support LOST, saying in a Wall Street 
Journal op-ed piece, “we would strengthen our capacity to 
influence deliberations and negotiations involving other 
nations’ attempts to extend their continental boundaries.” But 
would such influence be wielded vigorously by some 
administrations? And would this influence be superior to 
existing U.S. influence, particularly that of the U.S. Navy? 

Donald Rumsfeld, who is five times more persuasive than 
these former secretaries of state, opposes LOST because it 
“remains a sweeping power grab that could prove to be the 
largest mechanism for the worldwide redistribution of wealth 
in human history.” It “would regulate American citizens and 
businesses without being accountable politically to the 
American people.” Which makes it shameful that the Chamber 
of Commerce is campaigning for LOST through an 
organization with the Orwellian name the American 
Sovereignty Campaign. 

If the Navy supports LOST because the civilian 
leadership does, fine. But if the Navy thinks it cannot operate 
well without LOST, we need better admirals, not better 
treaties. Here is an alternative proposal for enhancing the 
lawfulness of the seas: Keep the money LOST would transfer 
to ISA, and use it to enlarge the Navy. 
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50. China Starts To Claim The Seas 
The U.S. sends a signal of weakness over the Scarborough Shoal. 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 25 JUN 12) ... Max Boot 

The hardheaded case for President Obama's foreign policy 
rests on twin pillars: He is a tough commander in chief who 
does not hesitate to slay the nation's enemies, and he is 
"pivoting" from the Middle East to East Asia to confront the 
No. 1 threat to American power—China. There is some truth 
to both claims, but their essential hollowness has been 
revealed by a little-noticed defeat the U.S. has just suffered in 
a place few Americans have ever heard of. 

Scarborough Shoal is a minuscule rock formation in the 
South China Sea that was discovered by an unlucky British 
East India Company ship, the Scarborough, which grounded 
there in 1784. This outcropping has been claimed by both 
China and the Philippines because of the rich fishing beds that 
surround it and the possibility of drilling for oil. 

You would think that the Philippines would have the 
better claim, having built a lighthouse and planted its flag 
there in the 1960s. The shoal is only 140 miles west of Luzon, 
the main Philippine island, well within Manila's 200-mile 
"exclusive economic zone" as recognized under international 
law. It is 750 miles from the Chinese landmass. 

Nevertheless, China is trying to assert its sovereignty over 
nine-tenths of the South China Sea based on tendentious 
historical "evidence" ranging from purported trips by Chinese 
explorers 2,000 years ago to a 1947 map issued by China's 
Nationalist government and recognized by no other state. 

However unconvincing its claims, China is attempting to 
make good on them by sending fishing vessels and 
paramilitary patrol boats into disputed waters. In early April, a 
Philippine navy ship tried to prevent Chinese fishermen from 
poaching seafood from the area. Two armed boats from the 
Chinese Marine Surveillance Agency intervened and a 
standoff ensued. 

Over the past two months, China sent more than 20 ships 
to the shoal, including as many as seven paramilitary vessels. 
The Philippines' interests were protected by two Coast Guard 
cutters. The standoff finally ended, at least for the time being, 
when the Philippines withdrew its vessels rather than risk 
losing them in an approaching typhoon. 

The U.S. is bound to protect the Philippines under the 
terms of a 1951 treaty. Yet even as our ally was being bullied 
by China, the Obama administration adopted a pose of studied 
neutrality. 

The Philippines has offered to submit the Scarborough 
Shoal dispute to an international tribunal under the Law of the 
Sea Treaty, which both Beijing and Manila have signed. But 
China refuses, no doubt knowing it would lose. The Chinese 
leadership must figure they have a better chance to assert their 
claim by force majeure because there is no way a weak state 
like the Philippines can stand up to them. 

The Obama administration did not orchestrate an 
international campaign to rally support for the Philippines. 
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And it failed to take the most dramatic step of all by not 
sending an American destroyer or other warship to 
Scarborough Shoal. Would doing so have risked war with 
China? Hardly. In fact China is the classic bully with a glass 
jaw. 

For evidence, look no further than the tiny Pacific Island 
of Palau. In late March, at virtually the same time that the 
Scarborough Shoal standoff was beginning, a Chinese fishing 
vessel illegally entered Palau's waters. When the poachers 
ignored repeated demands that they leave an area designated 
as a shark sanctuary, police from Palau's Fish and Wildlife 
Division opened fire, trying to sink the offending vessel. 

The result: one fisherman dead and 25 captured. A couple 
of weeks later, under the terms of a deal with China, the 

poachers were fined $1,000 each and flown back home. The 
Chinese must have been furious, but their diplomat on the 
scene had nothing to say except "it is a good outcome." 

No one is suggesting that either the Philippine or U.S. 
navies should have opened fire over the Scarborough Shoal 
dispute. But it is a sad day when Palau (population 20,000) is 
more assertive in standing up to Chinese aggression than the 
United States of America. The nations of Asia are watching 
carefully and making their calculations accordingly. In their 
eyes, the U.S. just became a less reliable friend. 

Mr. Boot is a senior fellow at the Council on Foreign 
Relations. 
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51. Nine Dragons Stir Up S. China Sea 
(SINGAPORE STRAITS TIMES25 JUN 12) ... Michael Richardson 

CHINA could easily grab control of the disputed 
Scarborough Shoal fishing grounds in the South China Sea 
using its increasingly modern and powerful armed forces. 

Chinese naval, air and amphibious units, working in 
unison, already have the capability to enforce Beijing’s claims 
of island ownership and maritime control in the northern 
sector of the sea, where the shoal is just 220km from the 
Philippine mainland. 

China’s armed forces dwarf the puny Philippine military. 
Yet it deliberately chose not to deploy its regular armed forces 
to secure the unoccupied shoal, even though the stand- off 
with the Philippines continued for over two months. 

On June 16, Manila withdrew its remaining two coast 
guard vessels from the Scarborough area, ostensibly because 
of a passing typhoon, without saying whether they would 
return after the weather clears. 

There are several reasons for China’s decision not to use 
warships. The Philippines is an ally of the United States and 
China could not be sure the US would not intervene if Chinese 
armed forces became directly involved in a Scarborough clash 
and takeover. 

In the past few years, China’s increasingly assertive 
actions, not just in the South China Sea but also against Japan 
over disputed islands and maritime boundaries in the East 
China Sea, have alarmed and alienated many of its neighbours. 

“The last thing China wants is to see these countries and 
the US joining hands against China,” wrote deputy director 
Chen Xiangyang of the Institute of World Political Studies in 
the China Institutes of Contemporary International Relations, 
in China Daily’s online edition of June 11. 

This has created a major foreign policy management issue 
for China as it prepares for a once-in-adecade leadership 
transfer later this year. 

At this sensitive time, and as its economy slows, China 
needs a stable neighbourhood. Yet its leaders bidding for the 
top posts cannot afford to appear weak in upholding national 
unity. 

So China decided not to wield “hard power” over 
Scarborough. Instead it has applied softer paramilitary power 
as well as diplomatic and economic pressure on the 
Philippines. 

Deploying vessels from its expanding fleet of paramilitary 
seagoing ships, some lightly armed and others unarmed, may 

remain China’s preferred means of expanding its presence and 
enforcing its sweeping claim to sovereignty and other forms of 
jurisdiction over about 80 per cent of the South China Sea, 
extending deep into the maritime heart of South-east Asia. 

However, there are risks with this policy. It could still 
lead to armed conflict with South-east Asian claimant 
countries, with Chinese regular forces becoming involved if 
reinforcements are required. 

Both Chinese and foreign analysts have warned of this 
danger if the various competing Chinese maritime agencies 
continue to expand without firmer centralised control. 

Attending the first intergovernmental maritime talks with 
China last month (in Hangzhou), Japanese officials found that 
five Chinese paramilitary agencies were involved: the China 
Coast Guard, an arm of the Public Security Ministry; the 
Maritime Safety Administration of the Transport Ministry; the 
Fisheries Law Enforcement Command (Flec) of the 
Agriculture Ministry; the State Oceanographic 
Administration’s China Marine Surveillance (CMS), a Land 
and Resources Ministry unit; and the General Administration 
of Customs, which is ranked as a ministry. 

Two years ago, a US Naval War College study said that 
these five agencies had about 40,000 personnel, compared 
with some 12,000 in the Japan Coast Guard, although the 
latter is better equipped. 

In fact, there are nine Chinese maritime agencies linked to 
different ministries and levels of government. They are 
sometimes referred to as “nine dragons stirring up the sea” 
because of their increasing involvement in disputed waters. 

However, the five agencies at the talks with Japan are the 
biggest and most active at sea, with Flec and CMS being most 
visible in recent months in both the Scarborough and East 
China Sea disputes. 

A senior CMS official said its fleet would have more than 
520 vessels by 2020, about double its current size, while its 
personnel would increase to 15,000, from 9,000 now. 

Four years ago, CMS deputy director Sun Shuxian 
suggested that the force would serve as a surrogate naval unit. 

Last March, Major-General Luo Yuan, deputy chief of the 
China Society of Military Science, called for the main 
maritime enforcement agencies to be integrated into a national 
coast guard under a ministry of seas and oceans to improve 
efficiency and policy control. 
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In April, the International Crisis Group said that by 
competing to increase their power and share of the budget, the 
nine dragons were stoking tensions in the South China Sea and 
making a settlement more difficult to achieve. 

The writer is a visiting senior research fellow at the 
Institute of Southeast Asian Studies. 
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52. Combat Pay Fixes Fall Short 
(NAVY TIMES 02 JUL 12) ... Editorial 

The Pentagon’s Quadrennial Review of Military 
Compensation seeks to bring a new element of fairness to 
combat pay and makes great strides. But the plan falls short of 
being a total solution. 

The combat pay provisions cover two issues: 

 Drawing a distinction between hostile fire pay and 
imminent danger pay. 

 Replacing the combat zone tax exclusion with a 
refundable tax credit for troops who serve in 
designated combat zones. 

The first is simple enough: Under current policy, hostile 
fire and imminent danger pay are each worth $225 per month, 
and no one can draw both at the same time. The result is that 
those taking on the Taliban in daily patrols in Afghanistan get 
the same “dan-ger pay” as those living with their families in 
Bahrain. 

By delinking these pays, those facing hostile fire could be 
better compensated for their greater level of risk. 

But dropping the combat-zone tax exclusion gets trickier. 
The QRMC correctly notes that the exclusion 

disproportionately benefits senior troops, even though they are 
the farthest from the front lines. For a colonel, the exclusion 
can be worth $20,000 or more a year, while for an E-3, it 
might be worth less than $3,000. 

The report concludes this isn’t fair to the junior troops 
who face the greatest possibility of being injured or killed in 
combat. 

The QRMC recommends replac-ing the exclusion with a 
refund-able tax credit that pays everyone equally. That may be 
fairer, but the proposal does raise areas of concern: 

 As a refundable tax credit, at least some of the reward 
is likely to be delayed until after the deployment for 
most troops. That’s because the value of the credit 
will be worth more in most cases than the taxes that 
might have been withheld. 

 The onus for ensuring the reward is ultimately 
received is shifted from the service, therefore, to the 
service member, who only gets the credit if he 

correctly files his taxes. Inevitably, some eligible 
troops won’t get the money they deserve. 

 The report touches on, but doesn’t fully examine, 
how this change might affect retention in wartime. 
Under the proposed rules, officers and senior enlisted 
members would lose as much as $12,000 over one 
year in a war zone. And even some midgrade enlisted 
troops who reenlist in a war zone could also lose 
money, depending on the size of their reenlistment 
bonus. 

 Finally, instead of simplifying an already complex 
system, the new proposals could make it more 
complex. The QRMC calls for defining not one, but 
two combat-zone tax credits — one for areas where 
troops are eligible for hostile fire pay and a second, 
presumably smaller credit for areas where imminent 
danger pay is authorized. 

There’s a simpler way. 
Instead of creating new credits, Congress and the 

Pentagon could simply exempt hostile fire and imminent 
danger pay from income taxes, while at the same time 
increasing them to an amount equal to the average value of the 
current combat-zone tax exclusion — about $500 a month, or 
a little more than $6,000 a year, according to the QRMC. DoD 
would be free to set different rates for hostile fire and 
imminent danger zones. 

The reason the Defense Department didn’t take this 
course is budgetary. The tax exclusion isn’t paid for by DoD, 
but rather comes directly from the Treasury. If the money 
were actually paid to a service member, it would have to come 
out of the defense budget. 

But that makes the most sense. 
It would force the Pentagon to own the full cost of 

deploying troops, and it would be the simplest solution for 
those deployed troops. 

The Quadrennial Review of Military Compensation has 
made an excellent start in addressing this issue. But a tax 
credit is not the answer. Fair pay for combat duty, at the time 
it is earned, is a better solution. 
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53. War Stories Remind Us Who We Are, Shape Where We’re Going 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 23 JUN 12) ... Cmdr. Patricia Reily, USN Ret. 

Why is it still important to commemorate World War II 
battles? Or any battles from history for that matter? 

Several of my students — who happen to be veterans — 
and I were reveling in a lovely afternoon of sanctioned hooky 
at Petco Park when I raised the question, “Why is it still 
important to commemorate World War II battles? Or any 
battles from history for that matter?” 

About an hour before the game, a friend had asked me to 
write down a few thoughts on that topic. So I decided to 

engage my students, who are part of the Troops to Engineers 
Program at San Diego State University, in the task. 

The student-veterans offered the typically astute college 
response, “Didn’t somebody famous say that we study history 
so that we don’t repeat it?” 

My initial thoughts — exactly — answered in the blink of 
a tweet. End of story. Back to eating hot dogs, right? But as I 
listened to the conversations of the people around me, I 
realized that the answer didn’t stop there. There were 
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comments about favorite war movies, great generals and epic 
baseball games. So through at least two innings, I continued to 
contemplate the question. 

As humans, we love to tell stories — especially epic 
stories about how we were challenged and prevailed. We are 
the only animals that have the ability to articulate stories, and 
we have been doing so since we sat around the fire sharing 
stories about how we battled the great cave bear. We have 
gained dominion over the planet as a result of our ability to 
share knowledge through stories. Stories give our lives 
meaning and purpose. Our stories reflect who we are and our 
individual views of reality. The stories of great battles, like 
those of World War II, reflect our values, generate 
commitment and even evoke a sense of duty to emulate heroes 
or maintain traditions. 

Stories are like simulators, allowing us to experience 
dangerous situations from a safe distance. Stories provide us 
with behavioral maps. 

In a sense, stories inoculate us from danger by giving us a 
safe dose of it. The author and educator Jim Trelease said, 
“Story is the vehicle we use to make sense of our lives in a 
world that often defies logic.” 

Simply put, we use stories, like the stories of epic battles, 
to make sense of the past, cope in the present and navigate into 
the future. 

But why share World War II stories now? My 89-year-old 
father-in-law, a former World War II POW, recently — rather 
reluctantly — agreed to do an oral history and spend some 
time on the USS Midway Museum at the World War II desk. 

He doesn’t talk much unless asked and in fact has only 
talked about his war experiences in recent years. But after 
agreeing to the oral history, he said, “I guess if we don’t talk 
about what happened, the next war could be the one that ends 
it all for everyone.” 

Members of the Greatest Generation that fought in World 
War II will soon be gone. We need to capture the authenticity 
of their stories now if we — as a species — are to benefit from 
them. The 18th-century novelist and philosopher Laurence 
Sterne said, “The history of a soldier’s wound beguiles the 
pain of it.” We must not allow our epic stories of battle to 
beguile the pain of those who fought them. 

So we continue to tell the stories of World War II battles, 
and listen to them, just as we listened to stories of prevailing 
over the great cave bear because they inspire us to not give up 
when we are at the brink and the odds are stacked against us. 
They help us make sense of who we are and where we have 
come from. And if the stories we tell are authentic, they will 
bring out the best in us and enable us to truly achieve 
greatness as only human beings can. And if we forget them, 
we could be doomed to repeat the mistakes of history and that 
could be the end of us all. 

Patricia Reily, Ed.D, is a former naval officer, and 
director of San Diego State University’s Troops to Engineers 
SERVICE (Success in Engineering for Recent Veterans 
through Internship and Career Experience) program. She also 
teaches Organizational Behavior at the University of San 
Diego. 
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54. The Navy Attacks Character Failures 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 25 JUN 12) ... Editorials 

A doubling of the number of commanding officers 
dismissed for personal misconduct ranging from alcohol abuse 
to fraternization indicates a new need for the Navy to pinpoint 
how and why those leaders strayed. 

Last week, the Navy announced two programs designed 
to provide additional training for Sailors in aviation units as 
well as a standardized screening process to assess officer 
candidates and identify potential red flags. The screening will 
include comments from lower-ranking personnel. The goal is 
to reduce the number of Sailors and officers disciplined or 
fired for moral failures. 

Critics cry that character cannot be taught in a daylong 
seminar, that review by subordinates will mean that only "nice 
guys" get good reviews. 

Indeed, integrity takes a lifetime to learn, and a horde of 
teachers. But the Navy's experience over the past year has 
showed that sometimes it takes another person to recognize a 
challenge to that integrity. Demonstrating situations through 
examination of real-life conflicts, and dissecting where leaders 
made mistakes, could help the next commander avoid a 
similar pitfall. 

"When we have an aviation mishap, we apply a very 
direct approach to re-create the decision chain that led to the 
mishap in order to share the lessons learned," Vice Adm. Al 

Myers, the head of Naval Air Forces, said in a statement. 
"Why not use this same approach [with] personal behaviors?" 

As for soliciting information from everyone in a chain of 
command, anyone who has ever held a job knows that the 
view from below the boss can be different than the view from 
above. Employees both civilian and military also know that 
effective leaders need not be held in high regard by everyone - 
but neither should they be universally reviled. Since several of 
the misconduct investigations involved sexual relationships 
between male superiors and female subordinates, it makes 
sense to solicit input from lower-ranking Sailors as well as 
superior officers. 

Convictions for fraternization, adultery and fraud can end 
military careers. 

Military judgments can pose insurmountable challenges 
even in the civilian world: this month, a former chief petty 
officer convicted of fraternizing with his boss lost his appeal. 
His record has prevented him from finding a civilian job. 

The Navy's efforts to better vet its command staff and to 
better train its officers at recognizing and avoiding perilous 
situations reinforces its commitment to promoting and 
retaining leaders who possess integrity and have the tools to 
keep it. 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. U.S. Navy: Then And Now 
(FOX NEWS 24 MAY 12) ... KT McFarland 

Admiral Jonathan Greenert, Chief of Naval Operations, on where the Navy is today and his fourth visit to Fleet Week New York 
 

2. Vice Chief Visits San Antonio Wounded Warrior Support And Joint Force Training Facilities 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 24 MAY 12) ... Lt. Cmdr. Chris Servello, VCNO Public Affairs 

SAN ANTONIO -- The vice chief of naval operations (VCNO) toured the San Antonio Military Medical Center (SAMMC) and 
visited Navy and joint training sites during a May 24 trip to the greater San Antonio area. 

 
3. U.S. 5th Fleet Welcomes New Commander As Vice Adm. Miller Takes Helm of U.S. Navy In Middle 
East 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 24 MAY 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Lewis Hunsaker, U.S. Naval Forces Central 
Command Public Affairs 

KHALIFA BIN SALMAN PORT, Bahrain -- Commander, U.S. Naval Forces Central Command (NAVCENT)/5th Fleet 
(C5F)/Combined Maritime Forces (CMF) held a change of command ceremony aboard aircraft carrier USS Enterprise (CVN 65), May 
24. 

 
4. Women On Submarines "Very Successful" 
Navy close to recommendation on integrating all subs 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 24 MAY 12) ... Jeanette Steele 

The commander of U.S. Navy submarine forces said the integration of women into the formerly all-male undersea world is “very 
successful” and signaled that he is getting close to a recommendation on whether all submarines will be opened to women, including 
the small, tight-quarters attack subs in San Diego. 

 
5. Fleet Week 2012 Continues With Tours Of Ships Today At Staten Island's Stapleton Pier 
(STATEN ISLAND ADVANCE 24 MAY 12) 

STATEN ISLAND, N.Y. -- The ships are gleaming and Sailors at the ready in their summer whites at the Sullivans Pier, the 
former home port in Stapleton. 

 
6. MCPON Sends Memorial Day Message 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 24 MAY 12) ... Master Chief Petty Officer of the Navy Rick D. West 

WASHINGTON -- Master Chief Petty Officer of the Navy (MCPON)(SS/SW) Rick D. West released the following Memorial 
Day message to the fleet May 24. 

 

CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
7. Submarine Fire Rocks Naval Shipyard 
(PORTSMOUTH (NH) HERALD 25 MAY 12) ... Deborah McDermott 

KITTERY, Maine — Firefighters from as many as 20 fire departments and agencies in New England were being hailed as heroes 
by Navy and state officials Thursday for their efforts in battling a difficult and hazardous blaze aboard the submarine USS Miami 
Wednesday night. 
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8. Navy Admiral Praises Nuke Sub Firefighting Effort 
The blaze was tough to fight because of smoke and confined space, the admiral says, but the cause is not 
known yet. 
(PORTLAND (ME) PRESS HERALD 24 MAY 12) ... David Hench, Dennis Hoey, Kelley Bouchard 

KITTERY –– The fire that raged for hours on a nuclear submarine at Portsmouth Naval Shipyard Wednesday and this morning is 
out, and now officials are trying to determine the cause. 

 
9. USS Makin Island Arrives In Hong Kong For Port Visit 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 25 MAY 12) ... USS Makin Island Public Affairs 

HONG KONG -- The amphibious assault ship USS Makin Island (LHD 8), along with the embarked 11th Marine Expeditionary 
Unit (MEU), arrived in Hong Kong May 25 for a port visit. 

 
10. Carrier Vinson Home For Awhile 
Two deployments in 18 months saw ship aiding Haiti after quake, carrying out bin Laden’s burial at sea 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 24 MAY 12) ... Jeanette Steele 

CORONADO — After back-to-back deployments, and two years of missed Christmases, Valentine’s and Mother’s Days, the 
Sailors of the aircraft carrier Carl Vinson returned to San Diego Wednesday morning for a good long rest. 

 
11. Special Operations Delegates From 96 Nations Meet In Florida 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 24 MAY 12) ... Cheryl Pellerin 

WASHINGTON – Special operations delegates from 96 nations gathered this week in Tampa, Fla. for a conference that U.S. 
Special Operations Command hosts every few years. 

 
12. Four Latin Nations, U.S. Hold Joint Navy Drill In Peru 
(BERNAMA (MALAYSIA) 25 MAY 12) 

LIMA -- A total of 1,000 naval officers from Peru, Chile, Mexico, Colombia and the United States on Wednesday took part in the 
launch of the 53rd annual UNITAS Multinational naval exercise in the Pacific Ocean waters off the coast of Peru, said local military 
sources. 

 

GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
13. Clinton Hits ‘Black Helicopters’ Crowd To Push Sea Treaty 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 24 MAY 12) ... Nicole Gaouette 

Secretary of State Hillary Clinton took on conservative forces that twice have blocked ratification of the United Nations Law of 
the Sea treaty, calling it crucial to U.S. economic and strategic interests in the Pacific and elsewhere. 

 
14. Beijing Draws On New Weapons In Sea Dispute 
(SOUTH CHINA MORNING POST 25 MAY 12) ... Minnie Chan 

HONG KONG - Much attention has been focused on China's military strength in its tussle with the Philippines over disputed 
territory in the resource-rich South China Sea. 

 
15. Clock Ticks On China-Japan Islands Dispute 
(TIME 24 MAY 12) ... Kirk Spitzer 

TOKYO – Japan has one year, maybe two, to resolve the ownership dispute over a tiny group of islands or risk an honest-to-
goodness shooting war with China. Unfortunately, neither Japan’s diplomats nor public seem to realize the danger, says a leading 
expert on the territorial disputes plaguing America’s closest Asian ally. 

 
16. CRS Report Reviews Taiwan Security, U.S. Relations 
(DEFENSE NEWS 24 MAY 12) ... Wendell Minnick 

TAIPEI — The U.S. Congressional Research Service (CRS) recently issued its annual report on U.S. security assistance to 
Taiwan, including policy issues for the U.S. Congress. 

 
17. Navy Gives Up On Subs Plan 
(BANGKOK POST 25 MAY 12) 

The navy has given up on its plan to buy six second-hand submarines and will opt for a high-capacity frigate instead. 
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18. Hill Notified Of Potential $1.7 Billion Worth Of EA-18G Mod Kits To Australia 
(DEFENSE DAILY 25 MAY 12) 

The Defense Security Cooperation Agency said Tuesday it notified Congress of a possible Foreign Military Sale to Australia of 
12 EA-18G modification kits to convert Boeing ‘s F/A-18F Super Hornet fighter jets to the G configuration. 

 
19. Navy: Not Clear If Attack On Maersk Ship Was Piracy 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 24 MAY 12) ... Adam Schreck 

DUBAI, United Arab Emirates--Iran and an American-led naval coalition each said Thursday they responded to a distress call by 
a U.S.-flagged cargo ship that came under fire from gunmen in the Gulf of Oman a day earlier. But a Navy spokesman cast some 
doubt about whether the attack was piracy. 

 
20. U.S. May Support Arms For Syrians 
Policy shift would OK Arab allies aiding rebels 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 24 MAY 12) ... Matthew Lee 

WASHINGTON — As one diplomatic effort after another fails to end more than a year of brutal violence in Syria, the Obama 
administration is preparing a plan that would essentially give U.S. nods of approval to arms transfers from Arab nations to some 
Syrian opposition fighters. 

 
21. Russian Stealth Frigate Tests New Missiles In Sea Trials 
(RIA NOVOSTI 24 MAY 12) 

MOSCOW - Russia’s second Gepard class frigate has successfully test-fired missiles from the new Kalibr-NK missile system 
during the first stage of sea trials in the Black Sea, a spokesman for Russia’s Southern military district said on Thursday. 

 
22. British, Spanish Ships Almost Come To Blows Over 'The Rock' 
The British navy and Spanish civil guard faced off today over a fishing dispute off the Gibraltar coast. Spain 
maintains it only ceded Gibraltar to the British, not the waters around it. 
(CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR 24 MAY 12) ... Andrés Cala 

MADRID -- The British Royal Navy and Spain’s Civil Guard engaged in a testy three hour standoff this morning over the 
sovereignty of waters off Gibraltar that devolved into bad-mouthing and at least one small collision. 

 
23. Norway Eyes Sub Renewal Or Acquisition Program 
(DEFENSE NEWS 24 MAY 12) ... Gerard O’Dwyer 

OSLO — The Norwegian government likely will decide the future of its submarine force by 2015 or 2016, when it will either buy 
new vessels or conduct a second upgrade of its existing Ula-class fleet. 

 

PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
24. Smooth Sailing For 1st Women To Serve On Navy Submarines 
(ABC NEWS 24 MAY 12) ... Luis Martinez 

Two years after the Navy decided to allow women to serve as officers aboard its submarines, the integration of women into the 
submarine force appears to be going smoothly. 

 
25. Resilient Sailors Keep Fleet Moving 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 25 MAY 12) ... Chief Mass Communication Specialist Maria Yager, Navy Personnel Command Public 
Affairs 

SAN DIEGO -- More than 1,500 service members and civilians representing all branches of the military attended the 2012 Navy 
and Marine Corps Combat and Operational Stress Control (COSC) Conference in San Diego May 23 and 24. 

 
26. Safety First - Naval Base San Diego Hosts Summertime Safety Fair 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 25 MAY 12) ... Communication Specialist 3rd Class Charlotte C. Oliver, Navy Public Affairs Support 
Element West 

SAN DIEGO -- Sailors from Commander, Navy Region Southwest attended the 6th Annual Safety Fair at Mariner's Park May 23. 
 

27. CPPD Mobile Training Teams Provide On-Demand Training 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 24 MAY 12) ... Susan Henson, Center for Personal and Professional Development Public Affairs 

VIRGINIA BEACH, Va. -- Mobile Training Team (MTT) members with the Center for Personal and Professional Development 
(CPPD) have provided instruction to fleet Sailors in five countries during May. 
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28. Commander, U.S. Third Fleet Honors Asian-Pacific Islander Heritage Month 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 24 MAY 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Phillip Joseph Pavlovich, Commander, U.S. 
THIRD Fleet Public Affairs 

SAN DIEGO -- SAN DIEGO - Commander, U.S. Third Fleet (C3F) held an Asian-Pacific Islander Heritage Month observance at 
C3F headquarters May 23, recognizing the contributions Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders have made to the nation and to the 
Navy. 

 
29. Summer Safety Standdown Held At Guantanamo Bay 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 24 MAY 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Justin Ailes Naval Station Guantanamo Bay, Cuba 
Public Affairs 

GUANTANAMO BAY, Cuba -- The Safety department at Naval Station (NS) Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, hosted the annual Navy 
and Marine Corps' "101 Critical Days of Summer" with a safety standdown at the installation's Navy Exchange atrium, May 24. 

 
30. Senate Panel Kills Big Tricare Fee Hikes 
(NAVY TIMES 24 MAY 12) ... Rick Maze 

A Pentagon plan endorsed by the Joint Chiefs of Staff to raise Tricare health care fees as a way to dramatically reduce personnel 
costs appears dead after the Senate Armed Services Committee refused to back the proposal. 

 
31. Senate Committee's Defense Bill Plans Civilian Cuts To Match Military Downsizing 
(STARS AND STRIPES 24 MAY 12) ... Leo Shane III 

WASHINGTON — The Senate Armed Services Committee unveiled a $631 billion draft of the annual defense authorization bill 
Thursday, setting the stage for a spending showdown with House lawmakers pushing for a few billion more in military funding next 
year. 

 

FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
32. Newport News Shipyard Reaches Milestone On New Aircraft Carrier 
(NEWPORT NEWS DAILY PRESS 25 MAY 12) ... Michael Welles Shapiro 

Crane operators at Newport News Shipbuilding lowered the final piece of the aircraft carrier Gerald R. Ford's keel into place 
Thursday morning, a construction milestone for the yard. 

 
33. SASC Adds Funds For Planes, Tanks, Submarine In DoD Bill 
(DEFENSE DAILY 25 MAY 12) ... Emelie Rutherford 

A Senate panel approved legislation yesterday that demands information from the Obama administration on potential budget cuts 
and reverses the Pentagon’s plans for everything from retiring Air National Guard planes to scaling back tank and submarine 
production. 

 
34. Senate Panel Cuts Off Navy’s Biofuel Buys 
(WIRED 24 MAY 12) ... Noah Shachtman 

The Navy’s ambitious renewable energy plans aren’t sunk quite yet. But they took a major hit Thursday, when the Senate Armed 
Services Committee voted to all-but-ban the military from buying alternative fuels. 

 
35. V-22 Certified On Large Deck Carriers, Exec. Says 
(DEFENSE DAILY 25 MAY 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

NEW YORK --The Navy has certified the V-22 Osprey for operations on large deck aircraft carriers, the manufacturers of the 
tiltrotor aircraft said yesterday. 

 
36. Osprey To Take On White House Transport Mission In 2013 
(THE HILL 24 MAY 12) ... Carlo Munoz 

NEW YORK — White House officials will have a new way to travel when the V-22 Osprey officially becomes part of the 
presidential helicopter fleet in 2013. 

 
37. Navy, Air Force Develop Engine Modification That May Save Billions 
(AIR FORCE NEWS SERVICE 24 MAY 12) ... Rob Koon, Program Executive Office Tactical Aircraft Programs Public Affairs 

NAVAL AIR SYSTEMS COMMAND, PATUXENT RIVER, Md. -- The Navy and Air Force stand to save more than $2 billion 
after jointly developing an engine modification that will keep critically important aircraft flying for years. 
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38. Navy Places Order For New Class Of Patrol Boats 
(NAVY TIMES 24 MAY 12) ... Christopher P. Cavas 

SAFE Boats International has won a competition to build a new class of patrol boats for the Navy’s Naval Expeditionary Combat 
Command, the company announced Thursday. 

 
39. Navy SEALs Could Use James Cameron's Deep-Dive Technology 
(NATIONAL DEFENSE 24 MAY 12) ... Eric Beidel 

TAMPA, Fla. — Film director James Cameron caused a commotion in March went he plummeted to the deepest part of the ocean 
in what he called a “vertical torpedo.” 

 
40. Lockheed Uses Temporary Workers At Striking Texas Plant 
(REUTERS 24 MAY 12) ... Jim Wolf 

WASHINGTON - Lockheed Martin Corp (LMT.N: Quote, Profile, Research, Stock Buzz), the Pentagon's top supplier by sales, 
began using temporary workers on Thursday in place of striking employees at its plant in Fort Worth, Texas, to help meet scheduled 
deliveries of F-16 and F-35 fighter jets. 

 

BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
41. Bloomberg Welcomes U.S. And Coalition Sea Services 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 24 MAY 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Alex Diaz 

STATEN ISLAND -- Mayor Mike R. Bloomberg welcomed U.S. and coalition sea services to Fleet Week New York 2012 at 
Gracie Mansion in Manhattan on May 24. 

 
42. Japan's MSDF Destroyer Shirane Stops In N.Y. For Fleet Week 
(KYODO NEWS 24 MAY 12) 

NEW YORK -- A Japanese Maritime Self-Defense Force destroyer has been anchored in New York to participate in the annual 
Fleet Week, in which military ships, including those from the U.S. Navy and Marine Corps, sail into the city. 

 
43. Rock Band Specktrum Has Fleet Week Gig On Aircraft Carrier 
(JERSEY CITY JOURNAL 25 MAY 12) ... Travis Fedschun 

HOBOKEN -- A group of Stevens Institute of Technology students will be rocking out on a Navy aircraft carrier tomorrow as 
part of Fleet Week. 

 
44. Yard's Nuclear Sub Overhaul Facilities Rated 'Best Of The Best' 
(PORTSMOUTH (NH) HERALD 25 MAY 12) ... Elizabeth Dinan 

KITTERY, Maine — Portsmouth Naval Shipyard's nuclear submarine overhaul facilities are rated "best of the best" in terms of 
safety, a spokesman for the federal Occupational Safety and Health Administration said a day after a nuclear submarine caught fire 
and seven firefighters were injured while extinguishing it. 

 
45. Hurricane Season Preparedness 
(KHON FOX HONOLULU 24 MAY 12) 

Dr. Michael Smith, Director of Training and Readiness fpr Navy Region Hawaii joins WakeUp2Day! to discuss Hurricane 
Preparedness. 

 
46. NEX Customers Support Navy Marine Corps Relief Society 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 24 MAY 12) ... Kristine M. Sturkie, Navy Exchange Service Command Public Affairs 

VIRGINIA BEACH, Va. -- The chief executive officer of Navy Exchange Service Command (NEXCOM) presented a ceremonial 
check to the Navy-Marine Corps Relief Society (NMCRS) for approximately $300,000, May 23. 

 
47. Bells Toll For Lost World War II Subs, Submariners 
(KITSAP (WA) SUN 24 MAY 12) ... Ed Friedrich 

KEYPORT — Three World War II submariners joined active-duty and retired Sailors Thursday in remembering peers killed 
during World War II. 

 
48. Rare U.S. Navy Flights Near Tokyo Spark Protests 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 24 MAY 12) ... Kelly Olsen 

The roar of aircraft carrier-based U.S. Navy fighter jets taking part in intensive take-off and landing training at a military airfield 
outside Tokyo is disturbing residents in the densely populated area. Local authorities have filed complaints to both the U.S. and 
Japanese governments, asking that it be stopped. 
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49. U.S. Senate Panel Rejects Budget Request For Okinawa Marine Move 
(JIJI PRESS (JAPAN) 24 MAY 12) 

WASHINGTON -- The U.S. Senate Armed Services Committee rejected Thursday the White House's budget request of 26 
million dollars for the planned relocation of Marines to Guam from Okinawa Prefecture, southern Japan. 

 

NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
50. Winnefeld, Nonprofit Group Honor Wounded Warriors 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 24 MAY 12) ... Army Sgt. 1st Class Tyrone C. Marshall Jr. 

WASHINGTON – The military is a family business and there’s no better example of that than the military spouses who formed 
the Hope for the Warriors non-profit organization, Navy Adm. James A. Winnefeld Jr., vice chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, said 
here last night. 

 
51. 'Like' This: Salutes To Troops To Flood Facebook Feeds 
(USA TODAY 25 MAY 12) ... Cathy Lynn Grossman 

Memorial Day is not just unforgettable: Thanks to Facebook, it's also inescapable. 
 

52. Iowa Battleship Now Set To Leave Bay Saturday 
(SAN FRANCISCO CHRONICLE 24 MAY 12) ... Vivian Ho 

RICHMOND -- The USS Iowa is scheduled to embark on its final voyage through the bay Saturday, nearly a week after iffy 
weather at sea postponed its departure. 

 
53. Scott Carpenter Recalls Early Space Mission On USS Intrepid 
(USA TODAY 24 MAY 12) ... William M. Welch 

Fifty years after he was plucked from the Atlantic Ocean and deposited on the deck of the USS Intrepid, pioneering astronaut 
Scott Carpenter marked the anniversary of his three orbits of Earth and tense re-entry with a return to the ship that brought him to 
safety. 

 
54. Bin Laden Film Got No Special Ops Help: U.S. Admiral 
(REUTERS 24 MAY 12) ... Phil Stewart and Mark Hosenball 

WASHINGTON - The U.S. admiral who oversaw the operation to kill Osama bin Laden denied on Thursday that he or his staff 
helped advise Hollywood film makers shooting a movie about last year's secret raid to kill the al Qaeda leader. 

 

OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
55. Why They Serve--'If Not Me, Then Who?' 
After more than a decade of war, remarkable men and women are still stepping forward. 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 25 MAY 12) ... Tom Manion 

I served in the military for 30 years. But it was impossible to fully understand the sacrifices of our troops and their families until 
April 29, 2007, the day my son, First Lt. Travis Manion, was killed in Iraq. 

 
56. The Quality Of Mercy 
(HUFFINGTON POST 24 MAY 12) ... John P. Howe, III 

As Americans remember the sacrifices of our military on Memorial Day, I also recall the thousands of Project HOPE volunteers 
dispatched across the globe over the years to bring health and healing to foreign shores. I also think of those heading overseas this 
summer as part of "Pacific Partnership 2012," the Asia-Pacific region's largest civic assistance program. 

 
57. Once More On The Law Of The Sea 
(NEW YORK TIMES 25 MAY 12) 

There are few things the environmental community and the oil and gas industry agree on. But here is one: the need for the United 
States to join the Law of the Sea Convention, a worthy global agreement that the Senate has stubbornly refused to ratify for nearly 30 
years. 

 
58. Sea Sick 
GOP senators should back the oceans treaty 
(PITTSBURGH POST-GAZETTE 25 MAY 12) ... Editorial 

Some senators and the administration of President Barack Obama are making a strong new push to bring the United States in line 
with most of the world in signing and ratifying the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea. 
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59. No Money For LOST 
Law of the Sea Treaty costs American sovereignty 
(WASHINGTON TIMES 24 MAY 12) ... Rep. Gus Bilirakis 

Between secret deals with Russia to weaken our missile defense, the relaxation of conditions on military aid to Egypt, and the 
granting of visas to the progeny of a dictatorial Cuban regime - just to name a few troubling actions - the current administration’s 
flippant attitude toward America’s sovereignty and its role on the world stage is a major cause for concern. This concern is not eased 
by the administration’s latest efforts: a push to ratify the United Nations‘ Law of the Sea Treaty. 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. U.S. Navy: Then And Now 
(FOX NEWS 24 MAY 12) ... KT McFarland 

Admiral Jonathan Greenert, Chief of Naval Operations, 
on where the Navy is today and his fourth visit to Fleet Week 
New York 

View Clip (RT: 4:19) 

Return to Index 
 

2. Vice Chief Visits San Antonio Wounded Warrior Support And Joint Force Training Facilities 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 24 MAY 12) ... Lt. Cmdr. Chris Servello, VCNO Public Affairs 

SAN ANTONIO -- The vice chief of naval operations 
(VCNO) toured the San Antonio Military Medical Center 
(SAMMC) and visited Navy and joint training sites during a 
May 24 trip to the greater San Antonio area. 

Adm. Mark Ferguson interacted with patients, staff and 
family members at the Center for the Intrepid (CFI) and 
Warrior and Family Supprt Center (WFSC), and then met with 
Sailors at the Medical Education and Training Campus 
(METC) and Naval Technical Training Center (NTTC) 
Lackland. 

VCNO began his day with visits to CFI and WFSC to 
better familiarize himself with the wounded warrior care and 
family support offered at SAMMC. 

The mission of the CFI is to provide rehabilitation to 
personnel who have sustained amputation, burns, or functional 
limb loss; to provide education to military and Department of 
Veteran's Affairs professionals on rehabilitation; and to 
promote research in orthopaedics, prosthetics and 
physical/occupational rehabilitation. 

WFSC provides coordinated services to patients, next-of-
kin and extended wounded warrior family members. Injured 
service members and their family visit the WFSC to receive 
emotional support, answers to their questions, and to extend 
their rehabilitation away from the hospital. 

During his visit to METC and NTTC Lackland, Ferguson 
had the opportunity to address students, school officials and 

family members as he toured living quarters, recreational 
facilities, and various training classrooms at the two sites. 

At all-hands calls at both locations, Ferguson discussed 
the Sailing Directions from the Chief of Naval Operations. He 
provided the audiences real-world examples of how today's 
Navy was putting the tenets of Warfighting First, Operate 
Forward and Be Ready into practice worldwide. 

VCNO also thanked both groups of Sailors for their 
service and sacrifice. "You have all chosen to serve--to give 
up comforts and embark on a life of high standards--to be 
ready when the country is least ready." 

In his METC remarks, Ferguson thanked Sailors training 
to be hospital corpsmen for their hard work, telling them that 
today's men and women were, "the best we have ever had. 
You are the most educated, intelligent and physically fit group 
of Sailors in the history of our Navy." 

METC is the primary Department of Defense healthcare 
education campus and trains enlisted medical personnel in 
over 60 medical programs, graduating 24,000 joint service 
personnel annually. 

At NTTC Lackland, Ferguson told an audience of Sailors 
training in the Master-at-arms (MA) rating, "you are making a 
difference because you make us safer--you protect us against 
terrorist and criminal threats." 

Sailors attending the MA school are trained and tested in 
the areas of antiterrorism, security force fundamentals, and 
basic law enforcement. 

Return to Index 
 

3. U.S. 5th Fleet Welcomes New Commander As Vice Adm. Miller Takes Helm of U.S. Navy In Middle 
East 

(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 24 MAY 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Lewis Hunsaker, U.S. Naval Forces Central 
Command Public Affairs 

KHALIFA BIN SALMAN PORT, Bahrain -- 
Commander, U.S. Naval Forces Central Command 
(NAVCENT)/5th Fleet (C5F)/Combined Maritime Forces 
(CMF) held a change of command ceremony aboard aircraft 
carrier USS Enterprise (CVN 65), May 24. 

Vice Adm. John Miller relieved Vice Adm. Mark Fox as 
commander of NAVCENT/C5F/CMF. 

As the guest speaker, U.S. Marine Corps Gen. James 
Mattis, commander, U.S. Central Command, addressed the 
distinguished guests from regional and coalition partner 
nations, as well as fellow service members, in the hangar bay 
of the U.S. Navy's first nuclear aircraft carrier and the second 
oldest vessel in commission. Enterprise is on its 22nd and final 
deployment. 

Mattis highlighted NAVCENT/C5F/CMF numerous 
achievements during Fox's tenure, including assisting 62 ships 

and 610 mariners in distress at sea, and air support to troops 
on the ground in Afghanistan and Iraq. 

"Admiral Fox, the prince of the sea, emir of the sea - to 
translate 'admiral' from the Arabic to English - is a shipmate 
and a trusted confidant; I have relied on his operational 
judgment from day one. A key advisor, he's got a fighter's 
instinct and a diplomat's understanding," said Mattis. "Thank 
you, Admiral Fox. You are the epitome of a naval officer." 

Since July 2010, Fox has led more than 25,000 U.S. and 
coalition service members operating continuously in the 
region providing security, defending against violent 
extremism, conducting maritime security operations (MSO) 
and providing support for operations Iraqi Freedom, Enduring 
Freedom and New Dawn. 

"The U.S. and Combined Maritime Forces contribution 
and presence is vital to security and stability in this region of 
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the world," said Fox. "It's essential for the global economy 
that every nation has a presence here." 

Fox wore the Order of Bahrain, First-class medal, which 
was bestowed upon him on May 11, by His Majesty King 
Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa, the Kingdom of Bahrain. Fox was 
presented the award in honor of his meritorious service as 
Commander, NAVCENT/C5F/CMF. During the change of 
command ceremony, he was awarded the Department of the 
Navy's Distinguished Service Medal for his exceptional 
performance as NAVCENT/C5F/CMF commander from July 
2010 to May 2012. 

Fox has been confirmed for reappointment to the rank of 
vice admiral and assignment as deputy chief of naval 
operations for Operations, Plans and Strategy (N3/N5), in 
Washington, D.C. 

Miller's previous assignments include serving as the 
NAVCENT deputy commander and chief of staff for 
Commander, U.S. Central Command. His most recent tour 
was as special assistant to the deputy chief of naval operations 

for Operations, Plans, and Strategy (N3/N5) in Washington, 
D.C. 

"It's an honor to be here and to serve with the greatest 
group of Sailors and Marines the world has ever seen," said 
Miller. 

Miller's goals as the new commander are to build upon 
existing relationships and foster new partnerships throughout 
the region. 

"It is always important to build the coalition," said Miller. 
"It's our job to maintain security and stability in the region, 
and we do that through a large variety of coalition partners 
who share a common cause with us." 

NAVCENT/C5F/CMF area of responsibility encompasses 
about 2.5 million square miles of water area and includes the 
Arabian Gulf, Arabian Gulf, Gulf of Oman, Red Sea, and parts 
of the Indian Ocean. This expanse, comprised of 20 countries, 
includes three critical choke points at the Strait of Hormuz, the 
Suez Canal and the Strait of Bab al Mandeb at the southern tip 
of Yemen. 
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4. Women On Submarines "Very Successful" 
Navy close to recommendation on integrating all subs 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 24 MAY 12) ... Jeanette Steele 

The commander of U.S. Navy submarine forces said the 
integration of women into the formerly all-male undersea 
world is “very successful” and signaled that he is getting close 
to a recommendation on whether all submarines will be 
opened to women, including the small, tight-quarters attack 
subs in San Diego. 

So far 24 female officers have reported for submarine 
duty since the Navy in 2010 announced it would accept 
women on the largest of U.S. subs. 

Another 10 will graduate from the submarine officer basic 
course this year, and in the following years the Navy expects 
to see about 20 women reporting to subs annually, Vice 
Admiral John Richardson said, in a conference call with 
reporters Thursday. 

After women began serving on U.S. warships in the mid 
1990s, the only Navy jobs closed to them were submarines 
and SEAL units. Secretary of the Navy Ray Mabus has said he 
wants to see all naval roles open to women, though he has 
suggested that the physical demands of elite Sea-Air-Land 
training might make it unfeasible for females. 

The 360-foot fast-attack submarines in San Diego at Point 
Loma Naval Base are significantly smaller than the ballistic-
missile and guided-missile subs, both measuring 560 feet, on 
which women now serve. 

The cost of retrofitting the smaller vessels for women has 
been the reason given for not opening them to females. 

Richardson said he plans to move “as briskly as we can” 
to assess how the change has worked so far, in order to make a 
recommendation on future integration. Male-and-female crews 
are only recently back from their first six months of 
deployments, he said. 

“I think it won’t be too long before we have at least the 
full situation mapped out, all the elements of the discussion, 
and at that point we can come forward and make a 
recommendation to the Chief of Naval Operations regarding 
expansion of the program,” Richardson said. 

The things he said he must weigh are how to manage the 
submarine community and how to configure the smaller 
vessels to accommodate women. The Navy initially said that 
the big subs are large enough that female officers can have 
their own rooms. As for bathrooms, the solution has been to 
hang a sign on the door letting people know if males or 
females are inside. 

“We want to open this opportunity as widely as we can, 
but we want to make sure it's sustainable,” Richardson said. 

As for adding enlisted women to submarine crews, he said 
the considerations are the same. 

At least one female submarine officer who participated in 
a press conference Thursday said she would be interested in 
serving on the smaller subs. She said their mission, which 
includes hunting enemy subs and ships, is attractive to her. 

“All of the history and lore of the submarine community 
really comes back to those really awesome missions that fast 
attacks do. If it were to be opened, I think there are some of us 
who probably would be willing to serve on them despite the 
tight quarters,” said Lt. j.g. Vanessa Esch, now serving on the 
submarine Ohio in Bangor, Wash. 

“A big reason why I think a lot of us joined the sub 
community was to go out there and do that work.” 

Other female submariners reported that social hurdles 
have been minor. 

“It took a little bit for the crew to get used to coming to 
knock on our door,” Lt. j.g. Tabitha Strobel, who serves on the 
submarine Georgia in Kings Bay, Ga. “Sometimes we'd leave 
our room and we'd see someone standing there waiting to talk 
to us, instead of just knocking.” 

Submariners get extra pay for good reason: It's a tough 
job. Submarines deploy more frequently than many other 
kinds of Navy vessels and often stay below the surface for 
weeks at a time. As a result, the submarine community is 
extremely tight-knit. 
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It probably didn't help matters that two females assigned 
to submarines were found guilty earlier this month of 
falsifying travel claims, according to news reports. 

Women submarine officers described the job as extremely 
demanding during Thursday's press conference. But they also 
talked about the joys of the calling. 

“When you hear the klaxon go off -- that's the alarm you 
sound before you dive the ship -- and then you dive,” said Lt. 
Britta Christianson, assigned to the Ohio. “That's the time you 
think, 'Oh my God, I'm on a submarine. This is so cool.'” 
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5. Fleet Week 2012 Continues With Tours Of Ships Today At Staten Island's Stapleton Pier 
(STATEN ISLAND ADVANCE 24 MAY 12) 

STATEN ISLAND, N.Y. -- The ships are gleaming and 
Sailors at the ready in their summer whites at the Sullivans 
Pier, the former home port in Stapleton. 

Among the ships, representing the navies around the 
world are the sailing ships Indonesian KRI Dewaruci and the 
Brazilian Cisne Branco and the war ships the USS Mitscher, 
the USS Gonzalez, the USS San Jacinto and the USS Donald 
Cook. 

In addition to being open for tours today, a blessing of the 
fleet will take place at noon. The tradition dates to chaplains 
who would bless the ships and Sailors deploying for battle. 

The week's festivities include concerts and a War of 1812 
commemoration at Fort Wadsworth. 

Here is the schedule of events for Fleet Week 2012: 
Friday 

 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.: Free ship tours at The Sullivans Pier 

Saturday 

 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.: Free ship tours at The Sullivans Pier 

 Noon to 5 p.m.: Annual Splash Music Festival at the 
Sullivans Pier 

Sunday 

 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.: Free ship tours at The Sullivans Pier 

 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.: Staten Island War of 1812 
Commemoration Event at Fort Wadsworth Noon to 5 
p.m.: Annual Splash Music Festival at The Sullivans 
Pier 

Monday 

 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.: Free ship tours at The Sullivans Pier 

 9 a.m.: U.S. Marine Corps Aviation Event at Clove 
Lakes Park 

Tuesday 

 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.: Free ship tours at Stapleton Pier 

 1 p.m.: U.S. Navy Aviation Event at New Dorp High 
School 

Photo Gallery -NYC Fleet Week Remembers War Of 
1812 

(ASSOCIATED PRESS 24 MAY 12) 
NEW YORK — Naval vessels ranging from a U.S. 

amphibious assault ship to a Finnish minelayer are 
participating in New York City's Fleet Week. 

The organization Operation Sail says around 20 tall ships 
from around the world will be in the city. The large vessels are 
rigged with traditional sails. 

Military flyovers also are part of the festivities. This 
year's event marks the bicentennial of the War of 1812. 

Military ships from Japan, Canada, Finland and the 
United Kingdom are docked around the city. 

The U.S. Navy's lineup includes guided-missile destroyers 
and the multipurpose amphibious assault ship USS Wasp. 

Another highlight is the Eagle. The three-masted barque 
was built in 1936 as a German training ship. It's now used to 
train cadets at the Coast Guard Academy in Connecticut. 

View Gallery (12 Photos) 
Broadcast Clip – Will Smith Shows His Love For The 

U.S. Navy 
(YOUTUBE 24 MAY 12) U.S. Navy 
NEW YORK - Will Smith shows his love for the U.S. 

Navy with Sailors at Fleet Week New York 
View Clip (RT: 0:20) 
Broadcast Clip – USS Roosevelt (DDG 80) Participate 

In The Parade Of Ships For New York Fleet Week 2012 
(YOUTUBE 24 MAY 12) U.S. Navy 
NEW YORK - The U.S. Navy guided-missile destroyer 

USS Roosevelt (DDG 80) makes its way past the Statue of 
Liberty in New York Harbor to participate in Fleet Week New 
York 2012. Fleet Week New York 2012 marks the 25th year 
the city has celebrated the nation's sea services. This year, the 
seven-day event coincides with the commemoration of the 
Bicentennial of the War of 1812 and will host more than 6,000 
service members from the Navy, Marine Corps and Coast 
Guard team in addition to coalition ships from around the 
world. 

View Clip (RT: 1:10) 
Broadcast Clip – U.S. Navy New York City Fleet 

Week 2012 
(YOUTUBE 24 MAY 12) MCSN Kristina Young, USS 

Harry S. Truman 
NEW YORK CITY - Fleet Week New York 2012 begins 

with a parade of ships on the Hudson River. More than 6,000 
Sailors, Marines and Coast Guardsmen arrived on six Navy 
ships, three Coast Guard cutters, and 12 coalition ships. Arial 
footage of Fleet Week New York. 

View Clip (RT: 5:16) 
Broadcast Clip – Fleet Week New York 2012 
(YOUTUBE 24 MAY 12) MCSN Tyler Caswell, USS 

Harry S. Truman 
Arial footage of Fleet Week New York. 
View Clip (RT: 4:23) 

Return to Index 
 



 11

6. MCPON Sends Memorial Day Message 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 24 MAY 12) ... Master Chief Petty Officer of the Navy Rick D. West 

WASHINGTON -- Master Chief Petty Officer of the 
Navy (MCPON)(SS/SW) Rick D. West released the following 
Memorial Day message to the fleet May 24. 

"Shipmates and Navy families, 
Across our great country this weekend, Americans will 

revel in the opening act of summer with burgers on the 
barbecue, road trips to an array of destinations near and far, 
and recreational pursuits drenched in adrenalin or draped in 
tranquility. Many will pause to reflect on the supreme sacrifice 
made by those quintessential heroes of liberty; our sons and 
daughters who selflessly laid down their lives in the name of 
the nation's cloth. Memorial Day festivities unite us in 
uniquely American celebrations of patriotism and freedom, 
made even more profound by a decade of sustained valor on 
the front lines. 

Regardless of how you choose to observe Memorial Day, 
I encourage each of you in uniform and the devoted families 
who stand beside you to take a well-deserved sense of honor 
in your own loyal service. You are part of something bigger 
than yourself ... a precious embodiment of the ideals etched in 
history by men and women who gave their last breath 
defending the things we hold most dearly. You fortify us with 
the force of personal courage, the durability of unshakeable 

resolve, the precision of noble purpose and the endurance 
innate in our sacred oath to defend the Constitution. You are 
truly the source of America's military strength. 

For more than 236 years, veterans like you have marched, 
sailed and flown into the violent storms of war to preserve our 
sovereign interests at home and abroad. They fought and died 
for friends, family and our flag. A republic survives only so 
long as such people pledge allegiance to protect its posterity 
with nothing less than their lives. We must never forget that 
conviction or fail to recognize the warriors whose blood left 
behind on the battlefield represents eternal proof of their own 
immortal faith in our country. 

I ask you also to remember that you have an obligation to 
those you love, to those that you serve with and to those in 
your community - it is to celebrate responsibly and safely so 
that your aspirations for the future are some day fulfilled. I'm 
truly grateful for your efforts to keep our Navy and this nation 
strong, and for the gallant sacrifices of those who have gone 
before us to defend freedom and democracy around the world. 

Hooyah and happy Memorial Day shipmates - be safe! 
Very Respectfully, 
MCPON 
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CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
7. Submarine Fire Rocks Naval Shipyard 
(PORTSMOUTH (NH) HERALD 25 MAY 12) ... Deborah McDermott 

KITTERY, Maine — Firefighters from as many as 20 fire 
departments and agencies in New England were being hailed 
as heroes by Navy and state officials Thursday for their efforts 
in battling a difficult and hazardous blaze aboard the 
submarine USS Miami Wednesday night. 

At least 100 firefighters were estimated to be on scene, 
with many having to enter the burning submarine in shifts. 
Rear Admiral Rick Breckenridge said Thursday that the fire 
could have been much more extensive without the help of 
responders. 

No cause and no dollar estimate was available Thursday 
afternoon for the fire that swept through the forward 
compartment of the nuclear powered submarine beginning just 
before 6 p.m. Wednesday. However, it was described as 
"extensive." 

It was unclear on Thursday whether the USS Miami 
would be able to return to service. Rear Admiral Rick 
Breckenridge said Thursday it was too early to say whether 
the sub could be salvaged. 

Paul O'Connor, president of the Metal Trades Council at 
the shipyard, called the fire "an absolute tragedy. I haven't 
seen anything like the scope and magnitude of this. It's the 
most significant event in my 36-year career." 

Breckenridge spoke to media Thursday, and was joined 
by Robert McAleer of the Maine Emergency Management 
Agency and Chris Pope of the New Hampshire Department of 
Safey and Homeland Securty. 

Breckenridge stressed that at no time was there a danger 
to the nuclear reactor on the sub, saying it was contained and 
had been shut down for the past two months. 

He said there was fuel on board, but could not say how 
much. 

He said an investigation into the cause of the fire has been 
launched, adding "it will be thorough and will take time to get 
it right." Breckenridge said there were personnel on board that 
had to be evacuated at the time the fire broke out in the 
forward compartment space, which includes crew living and 
command and control space. They were quickly evacuated. 

McAleer said the action of firefighters called to the scene 
was "almost beyond comprehension." They were battling the 
fire in close quarters, with smoke fumes obscuring their 
visibility. "They truly saved a valuable asset for the U.S. 
Navy." 

Seven people sustained injuries during the fire-fighting 
response, Breckenridge said. However, he stressed, all injuries 
were minor. Those injured included three Portsmouth Naval 
Shipyard firefighters, two USS Miami crew members and two 
civilian firefighters. All were treated and released from a local 
hospital, he said, and all personnel were accounted for. 

Local fire departments responding to the blaze included 
Kittery, York, York Beach, South Berwick, Eliot and South 
Berwick in Maine; and Portsmouth, Newington, New Castle 
and Rye in New Hampshire. 

Breckenridge said the temperature in the forward 
compartment was "very high, and there were caustic fumes." 

O'Connor said the crew were likely battling a brew of 
fumes from insulation, tile, oil, paint, electrical wires "and 
everything you can think of." 
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Maine Congresswoman Chellie Pingree, who toured the 
site on Thursday morning, said she was told that firefighers 
worked in shifts to combat the fire inside the submarine. 

"They ran through air packs pretty quickly and made 
numerous trips in, I heard about 70 or 80 trips," she said. 

Pope and Breckenridge stressed that the crew and 
firefighters at the shipyard "train extensively for years" to 
handle a fire of this nature. 

"We train hard," said Breckenridge. "Typically, we 
perform better in an event than we do in training. And that's 
what happened yesterday. They acted in a top-notch manner." 

York Beach, Maine Fire Chief Dave O'Brien said his 
firefighters were providing backup at the Shipyard fire station 
and were not involved in directly battling the blaze. However, 
he has worked at the shipyard in submarines and has a sense 
of what happened. 

"It's a confined space with one way in and one way out, so 
whatever you do it's much more difficult than fighting a 
building fire," he said. 

He said most air packs last for 30 minutes, so there had to 
be a continuous flow of firefighters in and out. "You only have 
minutes to do something and then you have to get out and 
someone else has to go in." 

"From what I know of submarines and firefighting, it's a 
whole different world in there," he said. 

Pope and McAleer praised the efforts of the U.S. Navy in 
alerting state officials quickly and early. 

Pingree said Capt. Bryant Fuller told her the fire came at a 
good time because the USS Miami had been at the yard for 
three months, and so workers had already removed a lot of 
equipment from the damaged area. "It's in their favor that it 
had been emptied out." 

"Everyone was extremely impressed with the courage of 
the firefighters and how well they worked together," she said. 
" People did what they needed to do. Firefighters will say we 
were just doing our job, but it takes a lot of guts. It was a very 
scary fire." 

Firefighting companies with foam trailers from the South 
Portland Fire Department, Logan Airport Fire Department and 
Hanscom Air Force Base in Massachusetts, among others, 
were also called to the scene. 

According to South Portland Deputy Chief Miles Haskell, 
none of the foam companies were used to combat the fire. "It 
was set up so that we could use foam, but it was determined 
not to use it," he said. 

Pingree said Fuller told her it is the Navy's "sincere hope" 
that yard workers can get the sub repaired. 

"They may be able to salvage it. They're going to do 
everything they can," she said. "It still has 13 more years of 

life, and it's an important part of our Navy fleet. If anyone can 
fix it, they can fix it here." 

The USS Miami is in the third month of a 20-month 
overhaul at the shipyard. 

View Clip (RT: 2:46) 
Dangerous Battle In A 'Burning Cylinder' 
Intense heat and smoke in narrow submarine halls forced 

fire crews to work in quick shifts to douse the fire. 
(PORTLAND (ME) PRESS HERALD 25 MAY 12) Edward 

D. Murphy and David Hench 
Firefighters who confronted a blaze inside the nuclear 

submarine USS Miami encountered a dark, hellish atmosphere 
of intense heat and heavy smoke, two firefighters at the 
Portsmouth Naval Shipyard said Thursday. 

Assistant Fire Chief Glenn Whitehouse and firefighter 
Dan Tice said each crew that went into the 360-foot-long ship 
had only a few minutes to fight the fire before pulling out to 
be replaced by others with fresh oxygen tanks. 

They said it took time and effort just to navigate the 
narrow maze of submarine hallways to reach the forward 
section of the ship, where the fire burned throughout 
Wednesday night into Thursday morning. 

The hallways are so narrow that it was difficult for 
firefighters to pass each other. Then, the heat and the 
dwindling oxygen supply in their air packs forced them to 
leave and be replaced by other crews. 

"That's why the guys were taking a beating," Tice said. 
"We went through probably 75 shifts like that." 

View Graphic - Sub Layout (JPG) 
View Clip (RT: 1:56) 
Maine Senators Applaud Firefighters' Heroics 
Maine's congressional delegation on Thursday praised the 

firefighters that helped battle the blaze in the USS Miami. 
Sen. Susan Collins, R-Maine, said she was impressed by 

the work of the 150 firefighters from more than 15 
communities in Maine, New Hampshire and Massachusetts. 

"I understand this was an incredibly challenging and 
dangerous fire to fight because the heat and smoke were so 
intense and, at times, firefighters were operating in total 
darkness," said Collins, who spoke this morning with Capt. 
Bryant Fuller, commander of the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard. 
Collins is a member of the Senate Homeland Security 
Committee and serves on the Senate Armed Services 
Committee. 

Sen. Olympia Snowe, R-Maine, said the reaction by the 
shipyard workers and firefighters and those from surrounding 
communities, showed their work ethic and teamwork. 

View Clip (RT: 1:24) 

Return to Index 
 

8. Navy Admiral Praises Nuke Sub Firefighting Effort 
The blaze was tough to fight because of smoke and confined space, the admiral says, but the cause is not 
known yet. 
(PORTLAND (ME) PRESS HERALD 24 MAY 12) ... David Hench, Dennis Hoey, Kelley Bouchard 

KITTERY –– The fire that raged for hours on a nuclear 
submarine at Portsmouth Naval Shipyard Wednesday and this 
morning is out, and now officials are trying to determine the 
cause. 

Rear Admiral Rick Breckenridge this morning praised the 
"heroic" work of firefighters from the shipyard and area fire 

departments, saying that they minimized what could have been 
more extensive damage to the USS Miami, which was 
undergoing repairs in drydock. 

Breckenridge said the fire was confined to the forward 
compartment, where the torpedo room, living quarters and 
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command and control areas are located. He said there were no 
weapons on board in the torpedo room. 

"I want to emphasize the heroic actions of the firefighting 
teams averted what could have been a much more severe 
situation," Breckenridge said. 

Breckenridge is commander of submarines in the 
northeast and is based in Groton, Ct. 

Breckenridge said the firefighters and members of the 
submarine crew worked quickly to stabilize the situation and 
to protect the environment and the public. 

"The fire spread to spaces within the submarine that were 
difficult to access," he said. "The heat and smoke contained in 
these confined spaces made it challenging for firefighters to 
combat the blaze," he said. 

Early this morning, numerous fire trucks from 
departments throughout the Seacoast filed out of the main gate 
of the shipyard. 

Breckenridge said the sub's nuclear power plant was 
manned throughout the fire, which was located in the forward 
compartment, at the opposite end of the submarine. 

Breckenridge did not specify the extent of the damage. 
Seven people, including firefighters and crew members, were 
injured. One person was removed from the submarine on a 
stretcher, but Breckenridge said no one was seriously injured. 

Scott Laughton, a Kittery resident, was attending his 11-
year old daughter's recital Wednesday evening when he 
smelled the fire burning at the shipyard. He went on to work 
the night shift at a company in Eliot. 

He was half-way through his before he learned that it was 
a nuclear submarine on fire. 

"I would have been worrying had I known. That would be 
a big boom." 

Laughton said he wasn't worried about nuclear weapons. 
"I wouldn't suspect they would have weapons, it being here, 
but it's definitely something concerning." 

Firefighters from at least three states responded 
Wednesday night for the fire that burned for hours aboard the 
submarine. 

The fire was reported at 5:41 p.m. aboard the USS Miami, 
said Tami Remick, a spokeswoman for the shipyard. It was 
still burning at 12:30 a.m. today. 

Remick said, “The ship’s nuclear reactor was not 
operating at the time and is not affected.” 

Capt. Bryant Fuller, commander of the Portsmouth Naval 
Shipyard, said the fire broke out in the forward compartment 
of the submarine, which is dedicated to living areas as well as 
command and control spaces. 

He said the Miami’s nuclear reactor, which is at the other 
end of the vessel, remains in a “safe and stable condition.” 

“All non-essential personnel were evacuated” from the 
submarine, Remick said. 

Fuller said late Wednesday night that no weapons were on 
the submarine when the fire broke out. He said the cause of 
the fire was under investigation. 

“While the fire is not out, the situation is improving,” 
Fuller said shortly before midnight. “Due to the heat that was 
created by the fire, steam continues to emit from the ship from 
the firefighting efforts.” 

The shipyard’s gates were open and workers were 
reporting to work as scheduled. The shipyard operates three 
shifts. 

South Portland Fire Chief Kevin Guimond arrived at the 
shipyard shortly after 10 p.m., leading a crew that included 
two trucks and a trailer with foam that is used to combat fuel 
fires, said Lt. Robb Couture of the South Portland Fire 
Department. 

“The chief said the fire is still active and producing 
smoke,” Couture said around 10:30 p.m. “He said they seem 
to be having a hard time getting to it because insulation is 
involved and because of the way the ship’s constructed.” 

The Maine Emergency Management Agency requested 
South Portland’s help, knowing that the fire department has 
substantial foam equipment and supplies, Couture said. 

“We have more foam than most places because we’re one 
of the largest fuel ports on the East Coast,” he said. 

South Portland has more than 100 massive tanks storing 
gasoline, crude oil and home heating oil, an oil pipeline to 
Canada and tankers that enter Portland Harbor almost daily, 
Couture said. 

Massport, the agency that oversees Logan Airport in 
Boston, also was expected to send foam equipment to the fire. 

Firefighters from nearby New Hampshire assisted as well. 
The shipyard has its own firefighting force. 

The USS Miami, an attack submarine 360 feet long and 
30 feet in diameter, arrived at the shipyard on March 1 to be 
overhauled. It carries a crew of 13 officers and 120 enlisted 
personnel, according to the shipyard’s website. 

The USS Miami is a Los-Angeles-class nuclear-powered 
submarine. It was commissioned on June 30, 1990, and has 
Groton, Conn., as its homeport. It recently completed a five-
month deployment, from July to December. The submarine 
carried out maritime security operations during that time. 

The ship’s host community is Sanford. 
View Clip (RT: 2:46) 
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9. USS Makin Island Arrives In Hong Kong For Port Visit 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 25 MAY 12) ... USS Makin Island Public Affairs 

HONG KONG -- The amphibious assault ship USS 
Makin Island (LHD 8), along with the embarked 11th Marine 
Expeditionary Unit (MEU), arrived in Hong Kong May 25 for 
a port visit. 

More than 2,000 Sailors and Marines are expected to go 
ashore to visit the city and participate in goodwill-generating 
activities as well as cultural exchanges. 

"We appreciate the rich history of Hong Kong and look 
forward to enjoying our time in this part of the world," said 
Capt. Cedric Pringle, Makin Island's commanding officer. 

"Dozens of U.S. Navy ships visit Hong Kong each year, and 
we are fortunate to make this visit as part of our maiden 
deployment." 

Pringle said the Sailors and Marines serving aboard 
Makin Island are also excited about taking part in the 
community service projects that include distributing food to 
the elderly and helping to renovate a local animal shelter. 

"We are excited to have this opportunity to help promote 
peace and stability in the Asian-Pacific region," said Pringle. 
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"Makin Island Sailors and Marines are excellent ambassadors 
for the United States during every port visit we make." 

Makin Island joins the amphibious transport dock USS 
New Orleans (LPD 18), also assigned to the Makin Island 
Amphibious Ready Group (ARG), which arrived in Hong 
Kong May 23. 

Sailors and Marines are also expected to participate in a 
variety of Morale, Welfare and Recreation (MWR) tours 
around the city including trips to Hong Kong Disneyland, 
Ocean Park, the Buddha Statue Museum and Victoria Peak. 

Kristen Venoy, Makin Island's MWR "fun boss," said she 
hopes all Makin Island Sailors and Marines enjoy their port 
visit to Hong Kong and take time to enjoy the culture. 

"From shopping and eating to Disneyland and mountain 
biking, I think we have a tour for just about everyone," said 
Venoy. "The Sailors and Marines have worked hard over the 
past few months and this port visit is a reward for all of that 
hard work." 

This is the first time Makin Island has visited Hong Kong. 
The ship and its crew, along with the embarked 11th MEU, 
departed San Diego Nov. 14, 2011, on deployment. 

Makin Island is the first U.S. Navy ship to deploy using a 
hybrid-electric propulsion system. By using this unique 
propulsion system, the Navy expects over the course of the 
ship's lifecycle, to see fuel savings of more than $250 million, 
proving the Navy's commitment to energy awareness and 
conservation. 

This initiative is one of many throughout the Navy and 
Marine Corps that will enable the Department of the Navy to 
achieve the Secretary of the Navy's energy goals to improve 
our energy security and efficiency afloat and ashore, increase 
our energy independence and help lead the nation toward a 
clean energy economy. 

Makin Island is the flagship of the Makin Island ARG that 
is currently deployed to the U.S. 7th Fleet area of operations. 

The 7th Fleet area of operations includes more than 52 
million square miles of the Pacific and Indian oceans, 
stretching from the international date line to the east coast of 
Africa, and from the Kuril Islands in the north to the Antarctic 
in the south. 
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10. Carrier Vinson Home For Awhile 
Two deployments in 18 months saw ship aiding Haiti after quake, carrying out bin Laden’s burial at sea 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 24 MAY 12) ... Jeanette Steele 

CORONADO — After back-to-back deployments, and 
two years of missed Christmases, Valentine’s and Mother’s 
Days, the Sailors of the aircraft carrier Carl Vinson returned to 
San Diego Wednesday morning for a good long rest. 

The carrier pulled up to its North Island Naval Air Station 
pier just before 11 a.m., ending a six-month tour that included 
launching jets for patrols over Afghanistan and working in the 
Persian Gulf during tense relations with Iran. 

“There was a considerable amount of rhetoric coming 
from the country of Iran. Our Sailors went in there and 
demonstrated only very professional seamanship,” said Rear 
Adm. Thomas Shannon, who leads the Vinson strike group. 

“We provided a strong signal of strength, stability and 
security to that important part of the region.” 

The cruiser Bunker Hill and the destroyer Halsey also 
returned to San Diego after making up part of the carrier 
group. 

This was the Vinson’s second deployment in 18 months. 
The carrier and its 3,000-person crew spent barely six months 
at home between the two tours. 

In fact, the flattop has been busy since emerging from its 
five-year midlife overhaul in January 2010. Almost 
immediately, it was dispatched to give aid to Haiti after a 
major earthquake. The ship arrived in San Diego in April 
2010. 

Next came a historic deployment in December of that 
year. After the death of terrorist mastermind Osama bin 
Laden, the Vinson was the location of his burial at sea — 
though no one was allowed to discuss it when the carrier 
returned home last June. 

In November, the ship hosted the first-of-its-kind 
Veterans Day Carrier Classic, when the flight deck was 
transformed into a basketball court for a collegiate game. 
President Barack Obama and the first lady attended. 

Just a few weeks later, the Vinson left on the trip it 
completed Wednesday. 

Crew members have come and gone during that frenetic 
two-year period. But many Vinson families have endured at 
least these last two deployments. 

Marianne Royster waited patiently at the North Island pier 
Wednesday morning, under gloomy May-gray skies. 

And her daughters, ages 3 and 5, have been patient over 
the past year and a half while their Sailor dad was away. There 
were T-ball games he never saw, and a surgery during which 
the 3-year-old had pins inserted in her thin arm. 

“It’s been hard for them at night,” Royster said, her voice 
quivering a little as she spoke. “They see their friends, and 
their dads are home.” 

During the past six months, the carrier’s aircraft flew 
1,085 missions totaling 6,600 flight hours. 

Skipper Capt. Kent Whalen said air flights over 
Afghanistan have become less about offense and more about 
showing the presence of Vinson F/A-18 fighters in the skies. 

“We don’t necessarily have to drop a lot of ammunition. 
If we fly over, maybe with afterburners, that’s a (reminder) 
that the Air Force or the Navy is here. And the enemy tends to 
melt away at the sight of that or the sound of that,” said 
Whalen, who commanded a Hornet squadron at the beginning 
of the Afghanistan War. 

The ship also conducted exercises with Singapore, 
Britain, India and Australia. The April exercise with India, an 
annual event called Malabar, was the first time a U.S. nuclear 
carrier practiced a refueling maneuver with an Indian oiler. 

Shannon said that exercise “moved the ball down the field 
in our country’s relationship with that country.” 

For Vinson families, the good news is that the flattop will 
be home for Christmas this year. 

The ship is slated for maintenance through at least 
February. The next deployment is not yet scheduled. 



 15

Return to Index 
 

11. Special Operations Delegates From 96 Nations Meet In Florida 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 24 MAY 12) ... Cheryl Pellerin 

WASHINGTON – Special operations delegates from 96 
nations gathered this week in Tampa, Fla. for a conference 
that U.S. Special Operations Command hosts every few years. 

Navy Adm. William H. McRaven, Socom’s commander, 
and his counterparts from Australia and Colombia briefed the 
press on the final day of the international gathering. 

The conference “is always a tremendous opportunity for 
us to get our partners, our allies, our friends from around the 
globe to come and interact with each other,” McRaven said, 
adding that this year's theme was “Building the Global SOF 
Partnership.” 

McRaven was joined by Maj. Gen. Peter Warwick 
Gilmore, Special Operations Commander Australia, and Brig. 
Gen. Juan Pablo Rodriguez Barragan, commander of the 
Colombian National Army’s Fifth Division. 

At a gala dinner last night, keynote speaker Secretary of 
State Hillary Rodham Clinton thanked conference attendees 
for keeping the United States and other nations safe and 
strong. 

“Your service is making the world safer for people to be 
who they are, to live their lives in peace and harmony,” 
Clinton said. “That is going to be the challenge of the 21st 
century.” 

Knowing that U.S. Special Operations forces and their 
partners are at the point of the spear, she added, “I think it’s a 
pretty good bet that [we will] once and for all recognize our 
common humanity and stand together against the forces of 
darkness.” 

McRaven said he appreciated Clinton’s remarks about 
how U.S. special operations and allied special operations 
partners do business. 

“There is always a desire on the part of the media to pick 
up on those very dynamic news-making operations we do -- 
the raids [and] the hostage rescues,” he said. “But as Secretary 
Clinton pointed out, McRaven continued, “that's really less of 
what we do, than building the partner capacity, establishing 
relationships, helping other nations -- … the softer side of 
special operations, where we can get ahead of the problem … 
by dealing with our partners [and] by allowing our partner 
nations to deal with their own security problems.” 

McRaven told reporters it’s been a great week to 
exchange ideas, along with the tactics, techniques and 
procedures of different nations’ special operators. 

In one capability exercise, he said, 10 different nations 
were involved “in jumping out of airplanes, fast-roping, doing 
mock raids, all in an effort to continue to build this 
partnership.” 

The conference also allowed international special 
operations forces to engage with industry partners, with 
support from the National Defense Industrial Agency, 
McRaven added. 

Conducting special operations exercises with international 
partners provides “the opportunity to engage globally and to 
understand the challenges that exist around the world,” 
Gilmore said. Participation in such exercises, he added, also 

gives his troops the chance “to see the different approaches to 
managing stability and security on a global scale is a really 
valuable opportunity.” 

Rodriguez thanked the U.S. government, and especially 
U.S. special operations forces, for help in neutralizing the 
terrorist activities of his nation’s long-time adversary, Fuerzas 
Armadas Revolucionarias de Colombia, or FARC. 

“The situation in Colombia is very different [today] 
because our democracy now has support from the other 
countries, but especially from the United States,” the brigadier 
general said. 

Terrorism will continue to be a threat into the future, 
Rodriguez said. 

“The only way you can neutralize terrorist action,” he 
said, “is [by] working together, [cooperating with all 
countries], integrating our intelligence and working together.” 

Taking questions from the press, McRaven and his 
counterparts discussed a range of topics, including special 
operations in Afghanistan after 2014 and the mindset of 
special operations forces. 

“We right now have a plan to be in Afghanistan after 
2014 in an advise-and-assist role to the Afghans,” the admiral 
said. “I do not know right now what the size of the U.S. 
special operations force will be … the details of that are still 
being worked [between] senior members in our government 
and the Afghan government and the coalition.” 

Special operations forces members are “very proud, and 
they put a lot of effort into their direct-action capability,” 
McRaven said. “This is an important capability for any nation, 
to be able to rescue its citizens, to eliminate threats to a nation, 
irrespective of the country.” 

For that reason, he added, all special operations forces 
“train to an exceedingly high standard, to do the direct-action 
piece.” 

But most of the time, the admiral said, special operations 
forces do other kinds of work, sometimes called military 
assistance or security force assistance or partner-nation 
capacity building. 

For these jobs, special operations forces have a small 
footprint and consist of what McRaven called “a handful of 
guys who speak the language, who know the culture, who earn 
a position to be able to partner with a host nation at their 
request … working through the U.S. mission, the State 
Department, and geographic combatant commanders.” 

This great capability of special operations forces is 
important, cost-effective and a great return on the investment, 
the admiral said, “in allowing the host nation to develop its 
own capability to deal with its own security problems.” 

The point, he said, “is to get ahead of the problem, or as 
we tend to say, left of the boom.” 

The admiral explained, “If this is where things really go 
bad, what we want to be able to do is engage with the host 
nation very early on to build up their capability and allow 
them to deal with the problem, so we don't get to the point 
where it goes boom.” 
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12. Four Latin Nations, U.S. Hold Joint Navy Drill In Peru 
(BERNAMA (MALAYSIA) 25 MAY 12) 

LIMA -- A total of 1,000 naval officers from Peru, Chile, 
Mexico, Colombia and the United States on Wednesday took 
part in the launch of the 53rd annual UNITAS Multinational 
naval exercise in the Pacific Ocean waters off the coast of 
Peru, said local military sources. 

The 10-day simulation drill spans 240 kilometres between 
the towns of Callao and Pisco, and includes operations to 
combat drug trafficking, organised crime and smuggling, and 
deflect possible military attacks against the region. 

"We take part in the exercise to train and be able to fight 
any common threat to our countries," Admiral Manuel 
Vascones, the Peruvian Army's Land Force Commander, was 
quoted as saying by Xinhua news agency. 

The military official said the annual exercise also includes 
training for humanitarian assistance and natural disaster 
emergencies. 

It is the fifth time Peru has hosted the naval exercise, 
which began in 1959. 

Peru's armed forces will participate with five small 
missile carrier warships, one landing vessel, two submarines, 

and reconnaissance and attack airplanes, while its Air Force 
takes part with two aircrafts, a light attack plane and a 
simulator. 

The U.S. Navy will take part with the guided-missile 
carrier USS Underwood (FFG 36), which is 138 meters long, 
14 metres wide, and has capacity for 200 crew members, as 
well as with two twin turboshaft engine Seahawk helicopters. 

Mexico has, in turn, brought the Durango PO105 patrol 
boat, while Colombia has sent the Reliance-class patrol boat 
Valle del Cauca PO44 and a helicopter. Chile takes part with 
the Comandante Toro OPV82 patrol boat and a helicopter. 
Ecuador takes part as a naval observer only. 

In addition to the joint exercise, marines will undertake 
civic projects, including preventive health campaigns and the 
installation of a potable water tank in the southern city of 
Pisco, which was hit by two consecutive strong earthquakes in 
August 2007 that killed 596 people and damaged more than 
70,000 homes. 

Return to Index 
 
 

GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
13. Clinton Hits ‘Black Helicopters’ Crowd To Push Sea Treaty 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 24 MAY 12) ... Nicole Gaouette 

Secretary of State Hillary Clinton took on conservative 
forces that twice have blocked ratification of the United 
Nations Law of the Sea treaty, calling it crucial to U.S. 
economic and strategic interests in the Pacific and elsewhere. 

The top American diplomat said some of the arguments 
against the treaty “cannot even be taken with a straight face.” 
These, she said, include claims that the U.S. would have to 
pay a “UN tax,” that it would give the UN power over the U.S. 
Navy and that it would erode U.S. sovereignty. 

“Honestly, I don’t know where these people make these 
things up,” Clinton told the Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee yesterday. She chided critics who object to the 
U.S. joining any UN treaty saying, “Of course, that means the 
black helicopters are on their way,” a reference to conspiracy 
theories about a world government. 

Republican critics of the treaty bristled. “I hope you 
weren’t scoffing at us,” Idaho Senator Jim Risch told Clinton. 
“There’s some good stuff in here, but if we give up one 
scintilla of sovereignty that this country has fought for, bled 
for, have given up our treasure and the best that America has, I 
can’t vote for it,” Risch said. 

The Law of the Sea treaty sets out rules for the 
commercial use and environmental management of the 
world’s marine resources and sets boundaries for different 
countries laying claim to assets under the sea floor, including 
oil, gas and the rare earth minerals used to make mobile 
phones and flat-screen TVs. 

Security Argument 
Defense Secretary Leon Panetta and the chairman of the 

Joint Chiefs of Staff, Army General Martin Dempsey, joined 
Clinton. While Clinton stressed the economic case for 
ratifying the UN Convention on the Law of the Sea, the two 

men said becoming party to the treaty is vital to national 
security. 

“This convention is absolutely essential to strengthening 
our position in the world,” Panetta said. 

The officials appeared before a committee that was 
largely friendly, with a few notable exceptions. Senator Jim 
DeMint, the South Carolina Republican who has led 
opposition to the treaty, warned that “we could put ourselves 
at a disadvantage” by ratifying. 

After Clinton said opposition to the treaty was “based in 
ideology and mythology, not in facts, evidence, or the 
consequences of our continuing failure to accede to the 
treaty,” Senator Mike Lee objected. 

“My concerns are rooted in something more than 
mythology, rooted in something more than an editorial page,” 
the Utah Republican said. 

‘The Most Absurd Argument’ 
He and DeMint cited articles and subsections of the treaty 

as they questioned the impact it would have on U.S. 
sovereignty and on control of the Navy. 

Clinton dismissed those questions by saying, “None of us 
would be sitting here if there were even a chance that you 
could make the most absurd argument that could possibly lead 
to that conclusion.” 

Senator James Inhofe, an Oklahoma Republican, 
questioned the requirement that the U.S. pay royalties to the 
International Seabed Authority, which allocates mining 
concessions in areas of the seabed beyond any nation’s 
control. 

At that point, Senator John Kerry, the Massachusetts 
Democrat who chairs the Senate panel, jumped in to say that 
U.S. business supports ratification because it cannot establish 
claims to seabed mines beyond the 200-mile territorial limit if 
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the U.S. isn’t part of the convention. No bilateral treaty can 
cover these areas of the seabed, Kerry said. 

Navigation Rights 
“You’re here protecting companies from paying a royalty 

that they want to pay,” Kerry told Inhofe. “They’d rather have 
93 percent of something” than get nothing. 

Dempsey argued that the treaty protects navigation rights 
and that ratifying it would help the U.S. challenge countries 
intent on imposing their interpretations of customary 
international law. 

Clashing claims over the oil-rich South China Sea 
between China and its smaller neighbors have brought that 
issue to the fore recently. The Arctic is another area of 
potential tension, and the U.S. Coast Guard also has welcomed 
ratification of the treaty. 

“The Law of the Sea Convention is a huge building block 
for not only the establishment of U.S. interests in the Arctic, 
but it provides a framework through which the Coast Guard 
can meet its responsibilities,” James Loy, who is with the 
Cohen Group, a Washington-based consulting firm, said in a 
phone interview. Loy was deputy secretary of the Department 

of Homeland Security from 2003 to 2005 and commandant of 
the Coast Guard from 1998 to 2002. 

Seat At The Table 
Joining the 160 countries that already are party to the 30- 

year-old treaty would give the U.S. a seat at the table as 
decisions are made about how the Law of the Sea is 
interpreted, Panetta said. It would secure global access for 
military and commercial ships, aircraft and undersea fiber-
optic cables. 

Kerry framed the issue as an energy security concern. 
Ratifying the treaty would allow the U.S. to reap gains in the 
Arctic as waters warm, allowing for more exploration of what 
the Department of Homeland Security and the U.S. Geological 
Survey have estimated is at least $1 trillion in Arctic oil and 
gas, manganese, copper, nickel, cobalt and coal. 

Russia is about to send its fifth mission to the region this 
summer, said Kerry. He added that “the Chinese are currently 
laying claims that may, in fact, impinge on U.S. interests and 
claims.” 

Panetta dismissed claims that the treaty would limit the 
ability of U.S. spy agencies to collect intelligence, saying 
“nothing could be further from the truth.” 
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14. Beijing Draws On New Weapons In Sea Dispute 
(SOUTH CHINA MORNING POST 25 MAY 12) ... Minnie Chan 

HONG KONG - Much attention has been focused on 
China's military strength in its tussle with the Philippines over 
disputed territory in the resource-rich South China Sea. 

Clearly the PLA Navy's growing reach, demonstrated by 
anti-piracy patrols and increased excursions into regiono 
regional waters, is a major reason the decades-old conflict is 
attracting so much international attention lately. 

But it has also shown that China, as the world's second-
largest economy, now has more than military might to bring to 
bear. It has the diplomatic strength to bend discussions to its 
will and the economic power to implement trade restrictions 
that sting - like calling back tourists or the slowdown Manila 
claims it has put on imports of Philippine fruit. 

China also has a modern state-run industrial system 
capable of churning out the two huge exploration vessels that 
sailed into an undisputed section of the South China Sea this 
month. Ocean Oil 981, the country's first domestically made 
semisubmersible deep-sea drilling platform, drilled 
successfully 320 kilometres southeast of Hong Kong on May 
9. Offshore Oil 201, the world's first deep-water pipe-laying 
barge, sailed from Qingdao on May 15 to begin testing, not far 
from Beijing and Manila's overlapping claims. 

The diversified approach - diplomatic, economic and 
technological - has been praised by analysts as an effective 
strategy for China to assert its claims to the region without 
resorting to military conflict. 

"China was weak in the past, but now we are strong," said 
Xu Guangyu, a senior researcher at the China Arms Control 
and Disarmament Association in Beijing. "We should go as far 
as possible into the South China Sea to start exploration and 
drilling as it is also a method to declare our sovereignty." 

Having the exploration vessels just outside disputed 
waters would make it that much easier to reach the disputed 
Scarborough Shoal, which China calls Huangyan Island, when 

the time comes - something hardliners are already urging 
Beijing to do. 

The multifaceted strategy also serves to protect Beijing's 
vital diplomatic and economic relationship with the United 
States, the world's leading military power and an ally of 
several countries in the region. 

Professor Shi Yinhong, an expert in Sino-U.S. relations at 
Renmin University, said Beijing has learned over 30 years of 
ups and downs that a good relationship with Washington 
means keeping disputes with its neighbours under control. "If 
China settles down relations with its neighbours, the U.S. will 
be forced to admit China's two-tiered status as a global power 
in Asia and a strong strategic partner of the U.S.," Shi said. 

This is tied to China's broader ambition to become a 
major player on the world diplomatic stage. It cannot "punish 
the Philippines" by military force without losing respect 
internationally. "It's nothing to defe at the Philippines," Shi 
said. "What we have tried to do for so many years is make the 
U.S. treat us not just as a global financial and trading power, 
but as a strategic and diplomatic power." 

Leaders on both sides of the Scarborough Shoal divide are 
under pressure at home to take a more aggressive approach. 
Philippine Foreign Secretary Cesar Purisima told the country 
to prepare for sacrifices if the month-long dispute continues, 
while Chinese State Councillor Dai Bingguo warned it would 
not tolerate "bullying" by smaller countries. Retired major 
general Peng Guangqian even urged sending troops to guard 
the disputed shoal in an interview with the Global Times. 

Experts, however, warn such actions could escalate into a 
regional conflict that could jeopardise the economy 
domestically and abroad. The U.S. could even be drawn into 
direct conflict with China. 

"It would be too easy to defeat rivals like the Philippines 
and Vietnam," said Senior Colonel Li Jie of the PLA Navy's 
Military Academy. "But that would only give the United 
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States another reason to sell arms to our Asian counterparts - or even get involved in our disputes." 
Return to Index 
 

15. Clock Ticks On China-Japan Islands Dispute 
(TIME 24 MAY 12) ... Kirk Spitzer 

TOKYO – Japan has one year, maybe two, to resolve the 
ownership dispute over a tiny group of islands or risk an 
honest-to-goodness shooting war with China. Unfortunately, 
neither Japan’s diplomats nor public seem to realize the 
danger, says a leading expert on the territorial disputes 
plaguing America’s closest Asian ally. 

“We have drifted to a place where we don’t want to be 
and we are running out of time,” says Kazuhiko Togo, director 
of the Institute for World Affairs at Kyoto Sangyo University. 
“We need to prepare ourselves militarily, and at the same time 
make every diplomatic effort to bridge the gap between Tokyo 
and Beijing. This really is becoming a casus belli.” 

China this week cancelled a visit to Japan of its top 
uniformed military leader, and snubbed Prime Minister 
Yoshihiko Noda at a summit meeting in Beijing earlier month. 
Both actions were intended, at least in part, to express China’s 
displeasure with the dispute over the Senkaku Islands, known 
as Diaoyu in China, a group of five or so islets near Taiwan. 
The islands are administered by Japan, but are claimed by both 
China and Taiwan. 

In recent weeks, Chinese officials have begun to refer to 
the Senkakus as a “core interest.” That’s the diplomatic 
equivalent of baring one’s teeth and emitting a low growl. 

China has been aggressively modernizing its military and 
pressing territorial claims throughout the region. A monthlong 
standoff between China and Philippines patrol ships in an area 
called the Scarborough Shoals shows little sign of letup. 

The Senkaku Islands dispute nearly came to blows in 
2010, when Japan detained a Chinese fishing trawler for 
ramming an armed patrol ship. Japan eventually released the 
fishing boat and crew under diplomatic pressure, trade 
sanctions and a wave of anti-Japanese demonstrations in major 
Chinese cities. 

Tokyo’s hard-line governor, Shintaro Ishihara, re-ignited 
the dispute last month when he announced plans to purchase 
three of the islands from private owners. A serial China-baiter, 
Ishihara says his aim is to prevent Beijing from acting on its 
claim in the Senkakus, although it’s whether he would have 
the legal authority to do this. He says he’s already raised more 
than $3 million from private donors for the purchase. 

The Noda administration, meanwhile, responded by 
assigning formal names to dozens of previously un-christened 
islets and rock outcroppings in the region (China has done the 
same), and says it may or may not try to buy the three 
Senkaku islands before Ishihara does. 

Togo faults Tokyo for fumbling the Senkaku dispute and 
allowing it to become an emotional issue for both sides. Long-
standing grievances have crystallized and left little room for 
compromise or face-saving, he says. Where China sees an 
unrepentant Japan clinging to a legacy of colonial expansion, 
Japan sees an arrogant and erratic China once again bullying 
its smaller neighbors. 

“Senkaku started out as a territorial issue for Japan and 
China, but it is in very serious danger of becoming an entirely 
historical-memory issue for both countries. If that happens, I 
don’t see a way out,” says Togo, a former senior Foreign 
Ministry official and author ofJapan’s Territorial Problem: 
The Northern Territories, Takeshima, and the Senkaku 
Islands. 

Yang Yi, former director of the Institute for Strategic 
Studies at the National Defense University in Beijing, worries 
that the dispute could trigger an arms escalation, if not an 
outright shooting war. China’s air and sea forces have 
increasingly encroached on territory around Japan’s 
southwestern islands, while Japan has begun reinforcing those 
islands and building more mobile and flexible air and ground 
forces. 

“We have much more urgent things to do. Let’s not back 
each other into a corner,” says Yang. 

Japan has administered the Senkakus since 1895. China 
claimed ownership in 1971, shortly after oil was discovered, 
but both sides agreed to let “the next generation” resolve the 
issue. The islands are located about 200 miles from Taiwan, at 
the tip of Japan’s southwest island chain. 

Emotions are playing role in Japan’s other two territorial 
disputes. A visit by South Korea’s defense minister, scheduled 
for the end of this month, was called off, and the signing of the 
first-ever defense pact between Japan and South Korea has 
been delayed indefinitely because of the dispute over 
ownership of Takeshima Island, known reverently among 
South Koreans as Dokdo. 

Although South Korean police and military have occupied 
the island since the 1950s, officials in a neighboring prefecture 
of Japan began observing an annual “Takeshima Day” in 2005 
to express their displeasure with a failed fishing treaty and 
pressure Tokyo. The result has been to infuriate the Koreans. 

Similarly, Japan’s insistence on the return of all four 
islands of its Northern Territories – seized by the Soviet Union 
in the waning days of World War II – has hampered 
negotiations for decades. Russian President Vladimir Putin, 
who took office this month, has signaled a willingness to 
resume negotiations over two of the islands this year, but 
could turn to South Korea or other regional rivals to help 
develop the islands if Japan balks. 

Whether a shooting war with China over the Senkaku 
Islands would inevitably involve Americans is unclear. Article 
5 of the U.S.-Japan Security Treaty commits the U.S. to 
Japan’s defense, even if the territory under attack is merely 
under Japan’s ‘administrative control,’ as is the case of the 
Senkakus. 

But says Togo, “If our diplomacy is so stupid as to incite 
China to attack Japan, could we then approach the United 
States and say, ‘Hey, we have a war’?” 

View Map 
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16. CRS Report Reviews Taiwan Security, U.S. Relations 
(DEFENSE NEWS 24 MAY 12) ... Wendell Minnick 

TAIPEI — The U.S. Congressional Research Service 
(CRS) recently issued its annual report on U.S. security 
assistance to Taiwan, including policy issues for the U.S. 
Congress. 

The report, “Taiwan: Major U.S. Arms Sales Since 1990,” 
by Shirley Kan, has become required reading inside Taiwan 
defense circles and among U.S. defense officials working with 
the island’s military. 

The annual report delves into new issues challenging 
Taiwan’s security and the U.S. relationship with Taiwan. The 
matter is significant as the U.S. continues a policy of “pivoting 
towards Asia.” 

F-16s And Submarines 
The current sticking points and confusion involve a 2001 

offer by the U.S. to sell Taiwan eight diesel submarines and 
the island’s continued request, since 2006, to procure 66 F-
16C/D fighters. 

In 2011, Taiwan President Ma Ying-jeou reiterated 
Taiwan’s need for eight diesel submarines, promised by the 
Bush administration in 2001, and 66 F-16C/D fighters, on hold 
since 2006. 

The report states that Ma pushed the submarine and 
fighter issue in 2011 for political leverage with China. “In an 
address to the United States on May 12, 2011, President Ma 
reiterated Taiwan’s need to buy F-16C/D fighters and 
submarines, primarily for leverage in political negotiations 
with Beijing.” 

Ma was running for re-election in January 2012, and his 
campaign manager, King Pu-tsung, visited Washington where, 
on Sept. 11, 2011, he called U.S. arms “bargaining chips” with 
China. 

Just seven days later, visiting Taiwan Deputy Defense 
Minister Andrew Yang announced to a U.S. audience in 
Richmond, Va., “that Taiwan also looks to procure the more 
advance F-35 fighters,” calling the F-16C/Ds and submarines 
the “most urgent systems for Taiwan to acquire,” the CRS 
report said. 

Despite confusing statements by various Taiwan officials, 
there is no doubt Taiwan needs new fighters to replace its 
aging fleet of F-5, Mirage 2000, Indigenous Defense Fighters 
(IDF) and F-16A/B aircraft. According to the report, by 2020, 
Taiwan’s fighters would drop by 70 percent without the 66 F-
16C/Ds and by 50 percent with new F-16C/Ds. 

In September 2011, the U.S. released a $5.3 billion 
upgrade package for Taiwan’s aging F-16A/Bs. Though Ma 
thanked the Obama administration for the release, he told U.S. 
Rep. Hank Johnson, D-Ga., later that same month that 
extending the life of the fighter jets and avoiding a lack of 
spare parts due to the age of the F-16A/B series was 
important, but Taiwan needed new F-16C/Ds to replace aging 
F-5s. 

A new push this month by the U.S. Congress to force the 
Obama administration to release new F-16C/Ds has put 
Taiwan in a budget dilemma. 

Though Taiwan’s defense budget was increased for 2012, 
the Ministry of National Defense is still struggling to pay for 
$17 billion worth of arms released by the U.S. since 2007. 
This does not include the $5.3 billion F-16A/B upgrade 
program, which was significantly higher than the original U.S. 

estimate of between $2 billion and $4.5 billion, the CRS report 
said. 

The F-16A/B upgrade program will also cause readiness 
problems. According to Lockheed Martin, the upgrade would 
take one squadron of 24 fighters out of service at a time over 
five years. The upgrade would not begin until 2017, after five 
years of preparatory work. 

“The program would take three years longer than a 
program to sell the same number of 145 new F-16C/Ds, which 
would take seven years,” the CRS report said. 

To further complicate readiness issues, Taiwan is 
completing an upgrade of 71 of its 127 IDFs and plans to 
upgrade the other 56 IDFs in the 2013-2017 timeframe. 

C4ISR Problems 
There have also been problems with the Surveillance 

Radar Program (SRP). 
In 2004, the U.S. released a $1.8 billion package to build 

two ultra-high frequency, long-range early warning radars 
(EWR). However, Taiwan only released enough money for 
one EWR at $800 million. The SRP was designed to detect 
ballistic and cruise missiles, including air-breathing threats, 
and to provide early warning for Taiwan’s air defense 
command. 

Construction did not begin until 2009 and faced constant 
setbacks due to landslides. Money problems also aggravated 
relations with the U.S. The U.S. Air Force unexpectedly asked 
Taiwan to agree to two revised Letters of Offer and 
Acceptance for two additional payments of $141 million, 
requested in December 2007 to cover costs in disaster 
response, and $56 million, requested in June 2009 to enhance 
anti-tampering. 

To make matters worse, in 2011, Raytheon requested a 
third increase of about $200 million. While Taiwan officials 
expressed frustration at the extra U.S. demands, they continue 
to support the SRP. 

It is slated to go online this November, said a U.S. 
defense industry source in Taipei. 

There have also been problems with Taiwan’s Po Sheng 
command, control, communications and computers (C4) 
upgrade program. The decadelong effort to improve Taiwan’s 
C4 architecture has been criticized inside the U.S. defense 
community for not being thorough enough and slow. 

In early 2011, a former Defense Security Cooperation 
Agency (DSCA) official “urged Taiwan to work towards the 
complete integration of the C4 system with the Patriot missile 
defense units and the early warning radar (SRP).” 

He further critiqued Taiwan’s efforts as “slowly” moving 
toward a credible missile defense that “still required an 
expanded and integrated C4 network for early warning 
detection, tracking, and prioritization of missile threats.” 

Other problems with the Po Sheng were harder to ignore. 
In January 2011, the Taiwan military quietly arrested Army 
Maj. Gen. Lo Hsien-che for passing secrets to China. Lo has 
served as the director of the Communications and Electronics 
Information Department. 

In 2008, the DSCA’s weapon systems policy analyst for 
Taiwan’s Po Sheng program, Gregg Bergersen, was arrested 
for spying for China. In August 2011, Taiwan failed to detain 
a returning citizen, Ko-suen (Bill) Moo, following his release 
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by U.S. prison authorities after serving his term for attempting 
to sell an F-16 engine to China. Moo has been the Lockheed 
Martin broker who handled Taiwan’s Anyu-4 air defense 
upgrade program and worked with Po Sheng. 

In February 2012, a Taiwan Air Force captain, surnamed 
Chiang, was arrested for selling China secrets about its 
Regional Operations Control Center, which is part of the Po 
Sheng upgrade. 

These arrests brought about questions over structural 
weaknesses in Taiwan that could allow for broad, 
unquestioned access to secrets, particularly by general and flag 
officers or civilian officials, as compared to the U.S. 
compartmentalized system, the CRS report said. 

Let’s Be Friends 
Since Ma became president in 2008, there have been 

questions over Taiwan’s pursuit of closer integration with 
China. Beyond détente, it has implications for Taiwan’s 
potential “strategic reorientation” away from the U.S. and 
toward China, the CRS report said. 

Closer engagement between Beijing and Taipei under 
Ma’s administration has raised an issue among some 
academics of whether to review U.S. policy on Taiwan. Issues 
included concerns over whether U.S. policy should “abandon” 
Taiwan and accommodate a rising China, “whether Taiwan 
itself has accommodated China, and whether to seek 
alternative approaches to sustain stability.” 

This includes the “‘balance of power’ versus ‘peace and 
prosperity’” debate in U.S. policy circles. 

Show Me The Money 

After President Ma came to power, his official goal for 
defense budget was 3 percent of GDP. The 2008 budget was 
$10.5 billion at 2.5 percent of GDP. 

Despite the promise, Ma cut Taiwan’s defense budgets in 
relation to GDP in 2009, 2010 and 2011, before providing an 
increase in 2012 despite the fact that it was only 2.2 percent of 
GDP and “would slightly drop as a share of the total 
government budget from 16.5% to 16.4%.” 

Further, higher costs for the transition from conscription 
to an all-volunteer military would account for 49 percent of 
the defense budget, reducing the portions for operations and 
maintenance to 22 percent and new procurements to 27 
percent. 

Big Dreams 
Despite budgetary problems, the CRS report identified a 

long list of arms Taiwan has expressed interest in procuring. 
These include a signal intelligence aircraft, C-27J Spartan 
medium transport aircraft, F-35 Joint Strike Fighter, Stryker 
armored wheeled vehicle, CH-53X minesweeper helicopter, 
T-6C trainer aircraft, HH-60G Pave Hawk helicopter, Perry-
class frigates, Newport-class landing ship tank, Athena C4ISR 
situational awareness system, Aegis Ashore land-based missile 
defense system, and the Sky Warrior tactical unmanned aerial 
vehicle. 

The question remains whether Taiwan’s defense budget 
will be able to afford such procurements. There is also the 
issue of drawdown in tensions between China and Taiwan as 
political dialogue continues to expand. 

View Report (PDF) 
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17. Navy Gives Up On Subs Plan 
(BANGKOK POST 25 MAY 12) 

The navy has given up on its plan to buy six second-hand 
submarines and will opt for a high-capacity frigate instead. 

A committee, chaired by navy chief Surasak 
Roonroengrom, recently met to discuss the navy's strategic 
defence plan and its budget. 

It resolved to scrap the plan to buy six second-hand 
submarines for a total of 7.5 billion baht from Germany, a 
navy source said yesterday. 

The navy's hopes for the submarines were dashed due to 
political intervention and heavy criticism from opponents. 

The project hit several stumbling blocks after it was 
proposed by former navy chief Adm Kamthorn Pumhiran, said 
the source. There was also an internal rift among navy 
officers. 

"Actually, it's the best opportunity for the country to buy 
the German-made submarines, which are good and recognised 
worldwide. 

"As the chances have diminished, the navy has to look for 
other things," the source said. 

The navy could not afford to buy new submarines as they 
cost about 20 billion baht each. 

One report emerged that the submarine project had not 
been brought up at the recent cabinet meeting as the 
authorities were waiting for a reply from the Office of His 
Majesty's Principal Private Secretary and the Royal Household 
Bureau on whether the project was suitable or not. But 
Supreme Commander Gen Thanasak Patimapakorn strongly 
denied the rumour. 

As the submarine project has been scrapped, the navy has 
also decided to give up on its plan to buy two anti-submarine 
helicopters worth about 2 billion baht. It would instead 
propose the procurement of one frigate, said the source. 

The navy has been allocated a budget of 35 billion baht 
for this fiscal year. 
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18. Hill Notified Of Potential $1.7 Billion Worth Of EA-18G Mod Kits To Australia 
(DEFENSE DAILY 25 MAY 12) 

The Defense Security Cooperation Agency said Tuesday 
it notified Congress of a possible Foreign Military Sale to 
Australia of 12 EA-18G modification kits to convert Boeing ‘s 
F/A-18F Super Hornet fighter jets to the G configuration. 

In addition to associated parts, equipment, training and 
logistical support, the deal has an estimated price tag of $1.7 
billion, according to a DSCA statement. 

Also included in the deal would be 34 AN/ALQ-99F(V) 
tactical jamming system pods, 22 CN-1717/A Interference 
Cancellation Systems (INCANS), 22 R-2674(C)/A Joint 
Tactical Terminal Receiver (JTTR) systems, 30 LAU-118 
guided missile launchers, Command Launch Computer (CLC) 
for High Speed Anti-Radiation Missile (HARM) and 
Advanced Anti-Radiation Guided Missile (AARGM), as well 
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as spares, support, test equipment and documentation, 
according to a statement. 

Congress would have to sign off on the deal for it to go 
through. 
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19. Navy: Not Clear If Attack On Maersk Ship Was Piracy 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 24 MAY 12) ... Adam Schreck 

DUBAI, United Arab Emirates--Iran and an American-led 
naval coalition each said Thursday they responded to a distress 
call by a U.S.-flagged cargo ship that came under fire from 
gunmen in the Gulf of Oman a day earlier. But a Navy 
spokesman cast some doubt about whether the attack was 
piracy. 

Armed guards aboard the 488-foot (148-meter) Maersk 
Texas thwarted the attack northeast of the Emirati port of 
Fujairah, Danish shipper A.P. Moller-Maersk said. The attack 
happened not far from the tense waters of the Strait of 
Hormuz, a key transit point for a fifth of the world's oil. 

The Copenhagen-headquartered company said armed 
attackers in "multiple pirate skiffs" raced straight toward the 
ship around noon Wednesday despite clear warning signals 
from the Texas. Guards on board fired warning shots, but the 
suspected pirates opened fire, prompting ship guards to shoot 
back at them, according to the shipping line. 

No one on the Texas was injured in the incident, and the 
ship continued on its voyage to the U.S., Maersk said. 

Iranian news agencies reported that the attackers fled 
when Iran's navy intervened after responding to an emergency 
call from the American ship. 

Lt. Cdr. Mark Hankey, a spokesman for the Bahrain-
based Combined Maritime Forces, was unable to confirm 
Iran's role in the incident. He also cast doubt on whether the 
attack was an act of piracy. 

"The full facts of the event have yet to be fully 
ascertained. Piracy has to be judged according to a number of 
factors. It is not clear from the information available to date 
whether this was a piracy event," Hankey said. 

Somali pirates have been increasing their range, but 
attacks near the Strait of Hormuz remain relatively rare. 

Hankey declined to say who the attackers might have 
been if not pirates, though he noted that fishermen and 
smugglers frequent the area. He did not suggest that the 
Iranian military, which operates a fleet of small, fast attack 
craft, might be involved. 

The Combined Maritime Forces is a naval partnership 
including more than two dozen nations that operates in and 
around the Middle East. It is commanded by a U.S. Navy 
admiral. 

An Australian ship assigned to the multinational force, the 
HMAS Melbourne, picked up a distress call from the 
American ship, Hankey said. It dispatched a helicopter to 
monitor the situation and set a course to assist. 

Iran's official IRNA news agency and semiofficial Mehr 
news service reported that the Islamic Republic's navy helped 
thwart the attack. IRNA said an Iranian naval vessel picked up 
a distress call from the ship, and because of the navy's 
"vigilance and timely reaction ... the pirates fled the scene." 

While he was not aware of Iranian aid to the Texas, 
Hankey said such assistance would not necessarily be out of 
the ordinary. 

"If you hear of a vessel in distress, you do your best to 
assist" on the high seas, he said. "If the Iranians responded to a 
mayday call, then that's perfectly normal activity. ... That's 
what this whole mayday call is about." 

American ships have occasionally come to the aid of 
Iranian merchant vessels in similar circumstances. 

Return to Index 
 

20. U.S. May Support Arms For Syrians 
Policy shift would OK Arab allies aiding rebels 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 24 MAY 12) ... Matthew Lee 

WASHINGTON — As one diplomatic effort after 
another fails to end more than a year of brutal violence in 
Syria, the Obama administration is preparing a plan that would 
essentially give U.S. nods of approval to arms transfers from 
Arab nations to some Syrian opposition fighters. 

The effort, U.S. officials told The Associated Press, 
would vet members of the Free Syrian Army and other groups 
to determine whether they are suitable recipients of munitions 
to fight the Assad government and to ensure that weapons 
don’t wind up in the hands of al-Qaida-linked terrorists or 
other extremist groups such as Hezbollah that could target 
Israel. 

The plan, which has not yet been finalized, reflects U.S. 
frustration that none of the previous efforts — including 
diplomatic rhetoric from the United Nations and the 
multinational Friends of Syria group, and special envoy Kofi 
Annan’s plan for a cease-fire — has even begun to nudge 
President Bashar al-Assad from power. The vetting would be 
the first tiny step the U.S. has made toward ensuring that the 

Syrian opposition uses the weapons to fight Assad and not to 
turn it into a full sectarian conflict. 

While some intelligence analysts worry that there may be 
no suitable recipients of lethal aid in the Syria conflict, the 
vetting plan has arisen as the least objectionable idea in a 
complicated situation. 

U.S. officials, most of whom spoke on condition of 
anonymity because of the sensitive nature of the subject, 
stressed that the United States, which is already providing 
non-lethal aid to Syria’s political opposition, is not supplying 
military assistance to Assad’s foes. 

The administration’s position remains that adding more 
weapons to the conflict is a bad idea and will only fan the fire 
of instability. 

“We don’t think that adding fuel to this fire is the right 
way to go,” State Department spokeswoman Victoria Nuland 
said. 

“Our decision is to support the civilian opposition in 
nonlethal ways,” she said. “There are other countries who 
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have made other decisions. That’s their sovereign decision to 
make. We’ve made our decision.” 

But she added: “We are obviously consulting with various 
states about the decisions that we’ve made, that they’ve 
made.” 

Privately, officials say that as conditions continue to 
deteriorate, it would be irresponsible not to weigh in with 
Arab countries such as Saudi Arabia, Qatar, the United Arab 
Emirates and others such as Turkey that have indicated 
interest in arming the rebels. 

By some accounts, those nations already have begun to 
ship weapons with tacit U.S. agreement. In Turkey, private 
businessmen have begun funneling weapons into Syria. 

Libya’s new rulers, fresh from their own revolution that 
toppled longtime dictator Moammar Gadhafi, have pledged 
support for the Syrian rebels, but actually transferring 
weapons is tricky. Last month, Lebanese authorities seized a 
ship carrying rocket-propelled grenades and heavy-caliber 
ammunition, possibly bound for Syrian rebels. 

The fighters’ attempts to bring in heavier arms that could 
change the course of the 15-month-old uprising so far have 
been stymied at every turn, even by countries sympathetic to 
the revolt. All are wary of being drawn into the fight 

The rebels have cast a wide net, contacting weapons 
dealers in Bulgaria, Greece, Georgia and Azerbaijan. 

Without some type of U.S. vetting as to who should 
receive such shipments, the Obama administration and some 

of its European allies fear that weapons might be used against 
Western interests. 

While the “main” Syrian opposition is not aligned with al-
Qaida, the chance that weapons might fall into the wrong 
hands in an unstable environment like Syria is “always a 
concern,” said a senior intelligence official. 

Al-Qaida has established a limited operational capability 
in Syria and is responsible for several attacks on Assad targets, 
the official said. He said analysts believe the goal is to “sow 
further chaos” and advance an extremist agenda. 

The official would not comment on any military aid that 
might be given to the rebels by U.S. allies. 

Yet he and others acknowledged the situation is growing 
more dire. 

AP interviews with security officials, rebels and arms 
dealers in countries neighboring Syria indicate that individual 
rebel units have to scrounge for weapons. They have no 
central organization and no import routes for anything heavier 
than automatic weapons and rocket-propelled grenades. 

It is into this mix that the U.S. may soon be inserting 
itself. 

Washington’s supplies of communications equipment and 
medical supplies to opposition members it has approved are 
already under way, Officials said that those supplies can now 
be easily augmented with weapons from other donors. 

“Smuggling lines are smuggling lines. We use the same 
donkeys,” said one, pointing out that the routes are essentially 
the same for bandages as they are for bullets. 
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21. Russian Stealth Frigate Tests New Missiles In Sea Trials 
(RIA NOVOSTI 24 MAY 12) 

MOSCOW - Russia’s second Gepard class frigate has 
successfully test-fired missiles from the new Kalibr-NK 
missile system during the first stage of sea trials in the Black 
Sea, a spokesman for Russia’s Southern military district said 
on Thursday. 

The Dagestan is the Russian Navy's first warship 
equipped with the Kalibr-NK missile system that is capable of 
using several types of high precision missiles against surface, 
underwater and coastal targets at ranges of up to 300 
kilometers (190 miles). 

The vessel uses elements of stealth technology, which 
lower its exposure to radars. 

“The crew is preparing the warship to move to the 
Caspian Sea for the final stage of the trials,” Col. Igor Gorbul 
said. “It will be assigned to the Caspian Flotilla afterwards.” 

The first Gepard class frigate in the Russian Navy, the 
Tatarstan, has been serving as the flagship of the Caspian 
Flotilla since 2002. The Tatarstan is armed with the SS-N-25 
Switchblade anti-ship missiles. 

Return to Index 
 

22. British, Spanish Ships Almost Come To Blows Over 'The Rock' 
The British navy and Spanish civil guard faced off today over a fishing dispute off the Gibraltar coast. Spain 
maintains it only ceded Gibraltar to the British, not the waters around it. 
(CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR 24 MAY 12) ... Andrés Cala 

MADRID -- The British Royal Navy and Spain’s Civil 
Guard engaged in a testy three hour standoff this morning over 
the sovereignty of waters off Gibraltar that devolved into bad-
mouthing and at least one small collision. 

Spanish boats were fishing in waters claimed by both 
Spain and the UK when Gibraltarian police speedboats, 
backed up by the British Royal Navy, encircled them. Spanish 
Civil Guard armed patrollers and a helicopter came to the 
fishermen’s defense, prompting the Royal Navy ship to 
intervene, setting off a shouting match, and causing at least 
one minor, and apparently accidental, collision. 

It’s not the first standoff at sea between Spain and Britain, 
but it is the most serious in decades. The new Gibraltar 

government said when it came to power in December that a 
1999 agreement that gave Spain rights to fish off its coast was 
unconstitutional and began forcing back Spanish ships. Spain 
insists on returning to the 1999 agreement, but refuses to 
negotiate with Gibraltar. 

The spat is exacerbating strains that began last week, 
when Spain’s monarchy snubbed Queen Elizabeth’s diamond 
jubilee in protest of next month’s planned official visit to 
Gibraltar of Britain's Prince Edward, the youngest son of 
Queen Elizabeth, and his wife, Sophie, Countess of Wessex. 

Spanish Foreign Minister José Manuel García-Margallo, 
who will meet his British counterpart William Hague in 
London next week, said a diplomatic solution to the issue of 
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Gibraltar's sovereignty was necessary, but emphasized that 
Spain would protect its fishing fleet. Spain’s Interior Ministry 
said its ships would not accept “intimidation or humiliations.” 

Spain ceded control of Gibraltar to what is now the 
United Kingdom in 1713 in the Treaty of Utrecht. The minute 
territory of 2.6 square miles nicknamed the “Rock” is a 
peninsula off Spain on the Mediterranean coast just off the 
entrance to the Atlantic Ocean and it gives Britain access to 
the Mediterranean. (See map of Gibraltar.) 

The UK recognizes it as one of its overseas territories and 
its 30,000 inhabitants have British citizenship. But Spain has 
historically rejected British and Gibraltarian claims over the 
waters beyond Gibraltar's port, arguing that the treaty never 
included any mention of them. 

18th Century Tactics? 
Fabian Picardo, the Gibraltar head of government, 

accused Spain of an “obviously carefully premeditated 
challenge to our indisputable sovereignty, jurisdiction, and 
control of British Gibraltar Territorial Waters and our 
airspace.” 

“Those who are orchestrating these dangerous 
confrontations need to come to their senses and accept the 

challenge, once and for all, to litigate their claims to our 
territory in the relevant international tribunals established for 
that purpose in the 21st century and not put people's safety and 
security at risk trying to advance their position out at sea as if 
in the 18th century,” Mr. Picardo said. 

Gibraltar has been a historically sensitive issue for Spain, 
which lost the territory in the War of Spanish Succession in 
1704. It was a humiliating conquest, but Spain's claim, based 
on being the original owners of Gibraltar, is also hypocritical – 
Spain controls two small enclaves in Morocco. 

Britain's claim is more of an anachronism. Gibraltar is of 
little strategic importance now, but Britain can’t retreat from 
its legal commitments either, even if the sovereignty issue 
appears irrelevant within the framework of the European 
Union. 

An earlier Spanish-British agreement for shared 
sovereignty was overwhelmingly rejected by Gibraltarians 
through a referendum in 2002. A European Court recognized 
Spain’s claim over the waters, but the issue has not reached 
Europe’s highest court. 
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23. Norway Eyes Sub Renewal Or Acquisition Program 
(DEFENSE NEWS 24 MAY 12) ... Gerard O’Dwyer 

OSLO — The Norwegian government likely will decide 
the future of its submarine force by 2015 or 2016, when it will 
either buy new vessels or conduct a second upgrade of its 
existing Ula-class fleet. 

The Ministry of Defense (MoD) has allocated funding to 
extend the life of Norway’s six Ula boats. The recent midlife 
upgrades to the Ula-class subs, which began in 2008 and will 
be completed in 2014, will ensure they can operate up to 2020. 
The focus now is on strengthening Norway’s submarine 
capability in the Arctic Ocean and territorial waters around the 
country’s High North region. 

Tactical and capability reports produced for the MoD 
have underlined the importance of retaining a submarine fleet 
and not following the route traveled by neighboring Denmark, 
which mothballed its Narhvalen, Tumleren-Kobben and 
Kronborg-class subs in 2004. 

“I don’t believe that Norway will ever be without its own 
submarine capability,” said Defense Minister Espen Barth 
Eide. “This is because we have vast sea areas and Russia as a 
neighbor. We have 2 million square kilometers of sea to 
monitor outside the North Sea.” 

Whether the MoD decides to again renew the Ulas or 
acquire a new class of next-generation stealth submarines, the 
bill is likely to run between $2.5 billion and $3.5 billion. 

A third option is to renew part of the Ula-class fleet while 
acquiring two or more next-generation subs. The time frame 
being considered requires funding for either course of action 
by parliament no later than 2017. Effectively, this means the 
MoD will need to complete the selection process in 2015 or 
2016. 

The military view, which is fully supported by the 
government, is that a submarine fleet is the most effective 
deterrent and intelligence-gathering resource to protect 
Norway’s coasts and sovereignty in its Arctic territories. 

Norway has had informal contacts with Sweden relating 
to the Kockums-designed, next-generation A26 stealth 
submarine, which is under development. Other possible 
European acquisition options include France’s Barracuda-class 
submarine or the German-designed Type 212 or Type 214 
subs. 
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PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
24. Smooth Sailing For 1st Women To Serve On Navy Submarines 
(ABC NEWS 24 MAY 12) ... Luis Martinez 

Two years after the Navy decided to allow women to 
serve as officers aboard its submarines, the integration of 
women into the submarine force appears to be going 
smoothly. 

That's the word from some of the first women selected to 
become "submariners," who say the challenges they have 
faced during the last two years of training have had nothing to 

do with gender, but with the overall challenge of becoming a 
junior officer in the elite submarine force. 

"It's a challenge to be a junior officer on a submarine, in 
general," said Ensign Abigail Holt, who is currently serving 
aboard the USS Wyoming. "Outside of being female on a 
submarine, all of us are trying to qualify, all of us are trying to 
support the ward room and trying to be a team member. That 
is challenging, in itself." 
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Holt was among several of the first 24 female naval 
officers selected to serve aboard submarines who participated 
in a Navy news conference held Thursday in Washington. 
They were joined by male junior officers with whom they are 
currently serving with aboard submarines. 

The first female officers began serving aboard submarines 
last November after completing the rigorous 18-month 
educational and training requirements required of all naval 
officers who set their sights on becoming submariners. 
Serving aboard the submarines provides them with the real-
world experience they need to earn the insignia known as the 
"dolphin" pin, or "fish" that sets them apart as fully qualified 
submarine officers. 

All of the officers at today's news conference are in the 
qualification phase of their service. 

Two of them brought a unique perspective because they 
are a married couple serving on separate submarines. 

Lt. j.g. William Strobel, who served deployments on the 
USS Wyoming before and after female officers came aboard, 
said, "there wasn't much of a difference, it was a very smooth 
transition." He added, "As far as being a male on a submarine, 
it wasn't really much of a change at all, honestly." 

His wife, Lt. j.g. Tabitha L. Strobel, serving aboard the 
USS Georgia, agreed that the transition had gone well aboard 
her vessel and that she was focused on getting her "fish." 

"At the end of the day," she said, "what we want to do is 
drive a submarine and the chances that we get to do that are 
extremely rewarding and definitely a lot of fun." 

The current program allows female officers to serve on 
large ballistic and guided missile submarines, but not on the 
smaller, fast-attack submarines. Participating via phone link, 
Vice Adm. John Richardson, commander, submarine forces, 
said no decisions have been made about whether to allow 
women to serve on the attack submarines or to expand the 
program and allow enlisted women to also serve in the 
submarine force. 

He said those decisions would await the feedback and 
lessons learned from the current program. Richardson 
described the feedback that's come in so far as "very positive 
and very encouraging." He added that the way the transition 
has been set up so far "seems to be working pretty well, so if 
we're going to expand it we want to preserve that same 
approach if wanted to open it up" to fast-attack submarines. 

Richardson said that, beginning in 2013, the Navy hopes 
to add about 20 additional women a year under the program. 

Lt. j.g. Emma Larena noted that her fellow Sailors had 
been properly trained and readied for the arrival of women to 
the submarine force. 

"I think that they're so prepared, whereas at other 
commands you show up and you're just another Sailor," she 
said. 

She added that whatever novelty may have existed shortly 
after her arrival to the USS Wyoming wore off quickly and it 
was " just like normal business, there's nothing different … 
we're just going to do our jobs." 
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25. Resilient Sailors Keep Fleet Moving 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 25 MAY 12) ... Chief Mass Communication Specialist Maria Yager, Navy Personnel Command Public 
Affairs 

SAN DIEGO -- More than 1,500 service members and 
civilians representing all branches of the military attended the 
2012 Navy and Marine Corps Combat and Operational Stress 
Control (COSC) Conference in San Diego May 23 and 24. 

The conference matched operational leaders from the 
fleet, like Vice Adm. Richard W. Hunt, commander, Naval 
Surface Forces; and Vice Adm. Gerald Beaman, commander, 
U.S. 3rd Fleet; with medical and readiness experts including 
Rear Adm. Elizabeth Niemyer, deputy chief, Wounded, Ill, & 
Injured, Bureau of Medicine and Surgery; Capt. Kurt Scott, 
director, Behavioral Health, and Navy medical and readiness 
researchers. 

"I'm very thankful for the opportunity to be able to be 
here at this conference. I think it is very meaningful, very 
important and is a very strong signal to our Sailors just how 
much importance we give to this work," said Hunt. "Being 
able to develop resilience for our people, giving them the right 
resources, the right training and education so that they can 
adjust to the very uncertain environment that we have out 
there is important." 

The theme, Joining Forces to Strengthen Resilience, was 
chosen to directly support the 21st Century Sailor and Marine 
initiative which is a set of objectives and policies, new and 
existing, across a spectrum of wellness that maximizes each 
Sailor's and Marine's personal readiness to hone the most 
combat effective force in the history of the Department of the 
Navy. 

"Making sure we take care of our people in a very 
positive way, upfront and early is what is absolutely necessary 
to make sure we have that continual combat readiness that we 
need," said Hunt. 

Participants discussed Operational Stress Control (OSC) 
and the Combat and Operational Stress Continuum. The 
continuum is a color-coded guide for Sailors and leaders to 
measure their stress as it relates to one of four zones: ready, 
reacting, injured or ill. 

According to OSC, stress is a part of everyday life. Used 
to our advantage stress can move us to higher levels of 
performance, but too much or extreme stress can have 
negative consequences. OSC seeks to educate Sailors, 
Marines, families and command leaders to take care of 
themselves, to stay fit and healthy, to look out for one another 
and take action when they see themselves or others reacting 
negatively to stress. The goal is to prepare 21st Century 
Sailors and Marines and their families to positively manage 
the stress. 

"The challenges out there change on a daily basis and the 
more prepared they are with a very rich education and 
background the better they are to adapt and overcome," said 
Hunt. 

OSC and the continuum are concepts applicable to the 
entire fleet. 

COSC presenters included Navy Alcohol and Drug Abuse 
Prevention Program; Navy Physical Readiness Program; 
Marine Total Fitness Panel; Navy Personnel Research Studies; 
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Technology, Fleet and Family Support Center; and experts in 
nutrition, resiliency, sleep studies, behavioral health, suicide 
prevention and post traumatic stress disorder. 

"This is a distinctive event because it is the only one of its 
kind that brings together such a diverse audience that is 
singularly united in its passion to help ensure the 

psychological well-being of our Sailors and Marines," said 
Capt. Scott Johnston, director, Naval Center for Combat and 
Operational Stress Control. "Line leaders will help the medical 
community to understand the realities of readiness and 
operational needs. Healthcare providers, in turn, will inform 
leaders of the best way to identify stress and to mitigate it." 
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26. Safety First - Naval Base San Diego Hosts Summertime Safety Fair 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 25 MAY 12) ... Communication Specialist 3rd Class Charlotte C. Oliver, Navy Public Affairs Support 
Element West 

SAN DIEGO -- Sailors from Commander, Navy Region 
Southwest attended the 6th Annual Safety Fair at Mariner's 
Park May 23. 

According to Commanding Officer Naval Base San 
Diego, Capt. Winton Smith, the time period between 
Memorial Day and Labor Day sees an increase in recreational 
related accidents and mishaps, with about 30 deaths last year. 

Nearly half of these were motorcycle related. 
Smith spoke to the crowd of Sailors warning them just 

how deadly and unpredictable the summer months can be. 
With the summer months starting this Memorial Day 
weekend, Smith stressed that Sailors take the appropriate 
precautions to stay safe. 

"With this week being Memorial Day, we want to reach 
our Sailors to make the right choice one last time before the 
long weekend." Smith said. 

Occupational safety specialist Scott Simerson and his 
team from Commander, Navy Region Southwest, had booths 
set up from various companies to teach Sailors an array of 
safety practices from proper use of power tools to a Naked 
Juice booth that promoted a healthier lifestyle to Sailors. 

Sailors were also given a presentation by the San Diego 
Coast Guard Auxiliary on the proper use and wear of life 

jackets including choosing the right life jacket depending on 
what water activity they may be participating in. 

Before Sailors were allowed to venture out to the booths 
and enjoy free food hot off the grill, singer and traffic school 
teacher Michael "Big Daddy" Laughbaum entertained the 
crowd with a musical lesson about traffic safety, and a 
comedic twist on ZZ Top's "La Grange" to the theme of how 
not to be "That Guy." 

"I wanted to put in Sailors' minds of what can happen if 
they decide to drink and drive," said Laughbaum. 

Vendors from the San Diego area gave training and 
provided information on products ranging from power tools, to 
registering your bicycle with the naval base and personal 
protective equipment. Representatives from Maddox Defense 
also provided information on some of their military-based 
high tech portable solar panel devices and ecological "green" 
cleaners and degreasers geared toward making commands 
more eco-friendly. 

The event was coordinated by the Safety Office at Naval 
Base San Diego with the support of various commands in the 
region. 
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27. CPPD Mobile Training Teams Provide On-Demand Training 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 24 MAY 12) ... Susan Henson, Center for Personal and Professional Development Public Affairs 

VIRGINIA BEACH, Va. -- Mobile Training Team 
(MTT) members with the Center for Personal and Professional 
Development (CPPD) have provided instruction to fleet 
Sailors in five countries during May. 

CPPD is responsible for providing a wide range of 
personal and professional development courses and materials, 
including Navy instructor training, alcohol and drug 
awareness program training, suicide prevention, Bearings 
classes, and Personal Responsibility and Values Education and 
Training (PREVENT) classes, as well as General Military 
Training (GMT). 

Additionally, CPPD's leadership training is delivered 
multiple times throughout a Sailor's career via command-
delivered enlisted leadership training material and officer 
leadership courses in a schoolhouse setting. 

MTTs allow a command not located near one of CPPD's 
14 learning sites to receive required personal and professional 
development training in a cost efficient manner, allowing the 
command to devote more resources to achieving its mission. 

"MTTs are a phenomenal resource we offer at CPPD for 
those commands having difficulty sending their Sailors to one 
of our learning sites either because of financial or operational 
concerns," said Capt. John Newcomer, CPPD commanding 

officer. "MTTs allow commands to receive all of their 
essential personal and professional development training that 
builds Sailors' critical thinking skills at a fraction of the total 
cost to the requesting command and the Navy." 

CPPD's learning sites align under the command's Region 
East, located in Virginia Beach, Va., or Region West, located 
in San Diego. The most recent MTTs the regions delivered 
include courses in South Korea, the Bahamas, and Souda Bay, 
Greece; as well as stateside in Florida, Oklahoma, Nevada and 
North Carolina. 

While the majority of CPPD's training is provided in a 
learning site classroom, instructors can provide a large variety 
of courses through MTTs based on the needs of commands. 
For example, the Dam Neck, Va., and San Diego learning 
sites' classroom offerings include ADAMS for Supervisors, 
for Facilitators, and for Leaders, Bearings, Command 
Managed Equal Opportunity, Command Training Team 
Indoctrination (CTTI), Drug and Alcohol Program Advisor 
(DAPA), Division Officer and Department Head Leadership 
Courses, Journeyman Instructor Training (JIT), Operational 
Risk Management, and PREVENT courses. These courses are 
also available through MTTs. 
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There are six learning sites in Region East, which has 
around 70 instructors; Region West has eight learning sites 
and approximately 60 instructors. Most of these instructors are 
qualified to deliver training as part of an MTT. 

"When we determine an MTT is the most appropriate 
means of training, our instructors travel to the students instead 
of the students travelling to our learning sites," said Lt. Dan 
Nelson, operations department head at CPPD Learning Site 
Dam Neck, in Virginia Beach. "Depending on the class being 
taught, we typically send one to two instructors for a 
maximum class size of 25 students." The minimum class size 
for an MTT is 12 students. 

Learning sites have instructors ranging from E-5 to O-5 
who are all specially screened to provide the best personal and 
professional development training, according to Newcomer. 
While these instructors are primarily responsible for delivering 
classes at their assigned learning site, instructors from both 
regions support an average of two to four MTTs each week. In 
Fiscal Year 2011, CPPD Region East completed 206 and 
Region West completed 72. 

MTT members provide an added level of agility through 
their ability to deliver more than one course while in an area. 
"The Learning Site San Diego Operations Department 
routinely works with requesting commands, course 
supervisors and CPPD headquarters to develop a schedule that 
balances the needs of the requesting commands with the 
availability of instructors while minimizing the total cost for 
the entire Navy," said Cmdr. Georges Younes, deputy director 
for CPPD Region West. "In some cases, our instructors remain 
in the same geographical area to provide multiple courses 
while reducing the total travel costs." 

Cmdr. George Brickhouse, CPPD Region East director, 
said this is true of instructors in his region. "We encourage our 
instructors to cross qualify in more than one course to improve 
our flexibility," he said. 

To obtain an MTT, a command accesses the Catalog of 
Navy Training Courses to locate the point of contact (POC) 
for the course being requested. The command then contacts 
the course POC, who forwards a training request form to the 
command. This form has required information such as the 
number of expected students, source of funding, location of 
training and the instructor who will be conducting the training. 

"Generally, the requesting command pays for an MTT 
since it is in the command's best interest to provide the same 
amount of training for its personnel for a much lower cost," 
said Younes. "If the requesting command is not in the vicinity 
of one of our learning sites, it is much cheaper to pay for one 
or two instructors to come to the requesting command than for 
the command to pay for 25 students to travel to a learning 
site." 

CPPD instructors welcome the opportunity to travel and 
provide fleet Sailors with the same training experience as if 
they were sitting in a learning site classroom. "As a DAPA 
and ADAMS instructor, I really appreciate the opportunity to 
do MTTs" said Yeoman 1st Class Michele Johnson, DAPA 
and ADAMS instructor at CPPD Learning Site Dam Neck. "It 
takes me out of my comfort area and exposes me to different 
experiences throughout the fleet worldwide." 

Learning Site San Diego Operations Officer Lt. Kris 
Brazil had a similar perspective. "Providing instructor support 
outside our local area is an outstanding opportunity to 
understand the different challenges Sailors experience 
operating in different areas of the world," said Brazil, who 
also teaches the Division Officer Leadership Course and JIT. 
"I thoroughly enjoy instructing newly commissioned officers 
operating in both 3rd and 7th Fleets. Being able to understand 
their different environments and adapt my instructor style to 
provide encouraging and impactful mentorship is truly one of 
the perks of my job." 

Newcomer said he is proud of the quality of training 
CPPD instructors provide, regardless of location. "Every 
member of the CPPD team is committed to developing Sailors 
strong in moral courage who exemplify Navy core values, and 
embody equal opportunity and personal and professional 
accountability. Whether teaching at a learning site or as an 
MTT member, our instructors provide Sailors the tools to lead 
with courage, respect and trust, and mentor future leaders to 
do the same." 

CPPD is the Navy's learning center of excellence that 
equips Sailors to think critically, act responsibly, and lead 
proactively through its training courses and the Navy's 
voluntary education program. 
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28. Commander, U.S. Third Fleet Honors Asian-Pacific Islander Heritage Month 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 24 MAY 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Phillip Joseph Pavlovich, Commander, U.S. 
THIRD Fleet Public Affairs 

SAN DIEGO -- SAN DIEGO - Commander, U.S. Third 
Fleet (C3F) held an Asian-Pacific Islander Heritage Month 
observance at C3F headquarters May 23, recognizing the 
contributions Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders have 
made to the nation and to the Navy. 

The theme this year is "Striving for Excellence in 
Leadership, Diversity, and Inclusion." 

"The Navy is better because of diversity," said Chief 
Yeoman Nora Villasenor, lead coordinator and master of 
ceremonies for the observance. "Everybody has something 
special to offer." 

C3F's Multi-Cultural Committee, Chief Petty Officer 
Association, First Class Petty Officer Association, White Hat 
Association, Moral Welfare and Recreation (MWR) 

Committee and Officer Wardroom came together to fund, 
organize, and produce the observance. 

"I'm really impressed with how every association took 
part in learning and sharing about unfamiliar cultures," said 
Third Fleet White Hat Association President, Legalman 2nd 
Class Alahnna Taylor. 

During the observance, each association represented 
different Asian-Pacific Islander cultures. Participants hand 
crafted displays, decorated booths, served a variety of food, 
and played traditional music. 

Members of each association also displayed traditional 
clothing from the various cultures represented during the 
observance. Villasenor shared with the audience information 
about the lives a few of the many Americans of Asian-Pacific 
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Islander heritage who have impacted the Navy through their 
service. 

Commander, U.S. Third Fleet Vice Adm. Gerald R. 
Beaman echoed the value of a diverse Navy. "We all come 
from different walks of life," he said. "It's what makes 
America unique and our culture stronger." 

Oct. 5, 1978, President Jimmy Carter signed a joint 
resolution designating the annual celebration of Asian 

American and Pacific Islander Heritage week. Twelve years 
later, President George H.W. Bush signed an extension 
making it into a month-long celebration. 

U.S. Third Fleet leads naval forces in the Eastern Pacific 
from the West. 
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29. Summer Safety Standdown Held At Guantanamo Bay 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 24 MAY 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Justin Ailes Naval Station Guantanamo Bay, Cuba 
Public Affairs 

GUANTANAMO BAY, Cuba -- The Safety department 
at Naval Station (NS) Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, hosted the 
annual Navy and Marine Corps' "101 Critical Days of 
Summer" with a safety standdown at the installation's Navy 
Exchange atrium, May 24. 

The safety office conducts two safety stand-downs per 
year in an effort to promote safety awareness; one at the 
beginning of summer and one before the winter holiday 
season. This event marked the first time the summer stand-
down was held in the atrium. 

"When you come into the summer months, people are 
getting ready for vacation and outdoor activities." said James 
Dillon, NS Guantanamo Bay safety specialist. "We are trying 
to get people in a prepared state-of-mind by providing useful 
safety tips." 

The installation's U.S. Naval Hospital, American Red 
Cross, Environmental department, Public Works department, 

Fire department, and representatives from numerous 
commands and tenant commands provided informative safety 
hand-outs and demonstrations for the community. 

"It's always important to think about safety," said Dillon. 
"Everything you do, you need to be safe about, and we're here 
to help people look out for one another. Sometimes we get 
complacent, and this event will help remind people to stay 
aware and stay safe." 

According to Dillon, during the summer months, residents 
should remain hydrated, follow regulations and guidelines and 
take part in the "buddy system" when doing recreational 
activities. 

The standdown was required for all NS Guantanamo Bay 
personnel, including military and civilian employees. The 
event was also open to all base residents. 
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30. Senate Panel Kills Big Tricare Fee Hikes 
(NAVY TIMES 24 MAY 12) ... Rick Maze 

A Pentagon plan endorsed by the Joint Chiefs of Staff to 
raise Tricare health care fees as a way to dramatically reduce 
personnel costs appears dead after the Senate Armed Services 
Committee refused to back the proposal. 

“We prevailed,” said Sen. Jim Webb, D-Va., chairman of 
the committee’s personnel panel. “We did not approve their 
plan.” 

While work on the 2013 defense budget is far from over, 
the Senate committee’s decision comes one week after the 
House of Representatives passed its own version of the 2013 
defense authorization bill that also omits the Defense 
Department’s proposal to raise enrollment fees and 
deductibles for working-age retirees, including income-based 
enrollment fees for the Tricare Prime and the Tricare For Life 
programs. 

With the Defense Department plan left out of both the 
House and Senate versions of the defense policy bill, it would 
take some extraordinary reversal by lawmakers to approve the 
Pentagon plan as part of the final compromise legislation that 
will be completed later this year. 

This does not mean there would be no fee increases, 
however. 

Last year, when Congress rejected a different Pentagon 
plan to raise health care fees for retirees, lawmakers created a 
process under which fees can increase each Oct. 1 by the 
amount of the annual cost-of-living adjustment in military 
retired pay. 

The most recent retiree COLA was 3.6 percent, which 
means annual Tricare Prime fees will rise next Oct. 1 to $269 
for individuals and $539 for families. However, for most 
people these fees will represent a 17 percent hike over what 
they are now paying, because people who were enrolled in 
Tricare Prime before Oct. 1, 2011, were temporarily paying a 
lower rate. 

The 17 percent increase may sound like a lot, but the 
Defense Department’s plan for tiered enrollment fees would 
have been far higher. DoD proposed setting the 2013 fees at 
$600 for family coverage for the lowest tier and $820 for the 
highest tier, and over five years would have raised the Tricare 
Prime enrollment fees to $893 for the lowest tier and $2,048 
for the highest tier. 

Return to Index 
 



 28

31. Senate Committee's Defense Bill Plans Civilian Cuts To Match Military Downsizing 
(STARS AND STRIPES 24 MAY 12) ... Leo Shane III 

WASHINGTON — The Senate Armed Services 
Committee unveiled a $631 billion draft of the annual defense 
authorization bill Thursday, setting the stage for a spending 
showdown with House lawmakers pushing for a few billion 
more in military funding next year. 

Last week, the House passed its version, authorizing an 
additional $4 billion in spending despite White House and 
Pentagon objections. 

Committee chairman Carl Levin, D-Mich., said he is 
optimistic the full Senate will vote on the measure in June or 
July, but staffers don’t expect a compromise bill to be 
finalized until after the November elections. 

The Senate figures match the White House budget 
request, although Levin noted that the latest draft includes 150 
changes in funding authorizations from the president’s plan. 

Among them is a plan to save about $5 billion by cutting 
civilian defense employees and defense contract spending by 
five percent over the next five years. 

Committee ranking member Sen. John McCain, R-Ariz., 
said the idea is to match planned cuts in the military’s end 
strength with comparable reductions on the civilian defense 
side. The Army is set to cut about 70,000 troops in coming 
years, and the Marines plan to cut 18,000. 

The measure includes language requiring a Pentagon 
report detailing the potential effects of sequestration cuts — 
about $500 billion in automatic defense spending reductions 
set to go into effect early next year — and a provision halting 
foreign aid payments to Pakistan in response to their closing 
of supply routes to Afghanistan. 

The measure would approve a 1.7 percent pay increase for 
troops next January, matching the increase proposed by the 
House and the White House. It echoes House objections to 
another round of base closures, despite military leaders’ 
insistence that one is needed. 

Senate committee members also voted to establish a 
military compensation and retirement modernization 
commission to review all active-duty and retirement pays. 
However, the bill specifies that any changes would not affect 
current servicemembers and retirees. 

The committee also shelved a proposed increase in 
Tricare fees, as did the House objections, and overturned 
Pentagon plans to stop producing M1 Abrams tanks and retire 
a number of Air National Guard aircraft. 

The Senate version does not include controversial 
provisions from the House version which call for construction 
of an East Coast missile defense site and a ban on same-sex 
weddings being performed at military facilities. 

Democratic senators are expected to try to add an 
amendment updating the rules governing treatment of 
terrorism detainees and barring open-ended imprisonment of 
terrorism suspects when the measure comes before the full 
chamber. 

Levin said the committee did not include any amendments 
related to speeding the withdrawal of U.S. troops from 
Afghanistan. A measure to immediately pull all U.S. forces 
out of the country failed on the House floor. 
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32. Newport News Shipyard Reaches Milestone On New Aircraft Carrier 
(NEWPORT NEWS DAILY PRESS 25 MAY 12) ... Michael Welles Shapiro 

Crane operators at Newport News Shipbuilding lowered 
the final piece of the aircraft carrier Gerald R. Ford's keel into 
place Thursday morning, a construction milestone for the 
yard. 

Hundreds of shipyard employees stood on either side of 
Drydock 12, looking on as the 680-ton, 60-foot tall lower bow 
was slowly placed on oak-topped keel blocks, completing the 
lower structure of the massive ship. 

"We started this unit close to a year ago, knowing we had 
to put it in drydock today," said Geoff Hummel, a construction 
director at the yard, which is owned by Huntington Ingalls 
Industries. 

"It's got about 45,000 or 50,000 man hours worth of work 
put into it so far, and it's been done by the whole shipyard," 
Hummel said. 

The largest of the shipyard's 600 cranes, Big Blue 
performed the lift. The gantry crane, the largest in the Western 
Hemisphere, was part of a $270 million upgrade to prepare for 
construction of the Ford-class of carriers. The giant crane, 
which could lift up to 900 tons, can now handle 1,050 tons. 

At around 10 a.m. the crane's three hooks hoisted the 
lower bow which was sitting in the yard. Workers blew 
whistles, a warning to anyone standing between the unit and 
the drydock. 

"That's just telling people there's an overhead load," said 
shipyard president Matt Mulherin. He noted that the 
significance and size of the lift meant the whistles were almost 
an unnecessary precaution. 

The steel unit was painted with an orange primer and 
lightly coated with surface rust. It will be power-washed and 
painted gray along with the rest of the ship before it's finished. 

The ship is scheduled to be completed in the summer of 
2013 and delivered in 2015. 

"We get kind of immune to this," Mulherin said, as the 
bow unit hovered over the keel blocks in the drydock. "They 
lift these big pieces all the time." 

That was not apparent by looking at employees watching 
the event. 

Jeff Lacy, boatwright lines foreman, whose team makes 
sure the keel units line up, said it's satisfying to watch the steel 
parts of the keel fit together. 

"On this piece we pre-cut it," Lacy said. When pieces 
don't fit perfectly, "we might do a little bit of trimming," he 
added. 

Hummel said the lift went "great," and wind, a potential 
hazard during so-called superlifts, held off. 

As the lower bow was set onto blocks, and welders waited 
for the go-ahead to start fastening it into place, Hummel said 
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the lift represents a shift to the next step of the carrier's 
construction process. 

"This is just the start of a whole new round of work," he 
said. 

The Navy's latest cost estimates put the price tag of the 
Ford at $884 million above its $5.2 billion contract. The 
shipyard has said the overruns are the result of new design 
elements, and added capabilities of the carrier, the first in its 
class. 

The design of the ship, however, adds acreage to the flight 
deck, while cutting by more than 600 the necessary number of 
sailors. 

The Navy estimates the manpower reduction will save $5 
billion over the 50-year life of the carrier. 

Broadcast Clip – Bow Piece For USS Gerald R. Ford 
Lifted Into Place 

(WVEC ABC NORFOLK 24 MAY 12) Mike Gooding 
NEWPORT NEWS -- The lower bow of USS Gerald R. 

Ford was lifted into place Thursday morning at Huntington-
Ingalls shipyard in Newport News. 

The lift is a milestone in the modular construction of the 
Navy's newest class of nuclear-powered aircraft carriers. 
Smaller sections of the ship are being welded together to form 
larger pieces. They're lifted into the dry dock using Big Blue, 
the shipyards 1,050-metric ton crane. 

"The lower bow is a distinctive component of an aircraft 
carrier," said Rolf Bartschi, NNS' vice president of CVN 78 
carrier construction. "Its sheer size is indicative of the massive 
undertaking of this project and the incredible work ethic of the 
shipbuilders bringing Ford to life." 

This final keel section is more than 60 feet tall and is one 
of the heaviest superlifts to be placed on the ship, shipyard 
officials said. 

USS Gerald R. Ford (CVN 78) is expected to join the 
fleet in 2015 and will replace USS Enterprise. She'll have 
about 500 to 900 fewer crew members because of new carrier 
technologies and automation, the Navy anticipates 

View Gallery (9Photos) 
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33. SASC Adds Funds For Planes, Tanks, Submarine In DoD Bill 
(DEFENSE DAILY 25 MAY 12) ... Emelie Rutherford 

A Senate panel approved legislation yesterday that 
demands information from the Obama administration on 
potential budget cuts and reverses the Pentagon’s plans for 
everything from retiring Air National Guard planes to scaling 
back tank and submarine production. 

The Senate Armed Services Committee’s (SASC) $631.4 
billion fiscal year 2013 defense authorization bill includes 
roughly 150 changes from the defense budget President 
Barack Obama unveiled in February, Chairman Carl Levin (D-
Mich.) told reporters yesterday. 

The Democrat-led committee’s bill, though, heeds the 
administration’s topline defense budget figure. That puts the 
SASC measure in contrast with the version of the defense 
authorization bill the full House passed May 18. The White 
House threatened to veto the House-passed legislation, saying 
it adds too much funding to the president’s proposal and 
makes unacceptable program changes. (Defense Daily, May 
16). 

While the SASC agrees with Obama on the size of the FY 
'13 defense bill, the panel pushes back on the administration 
on the matter of sequestration. Some lawmakers are frustrated 
that the Pentagon has not made contingency plans for so-
called sequestration cuts of $500 billion over the next nine 
years, which are budget reductions that are poised to start next 
January unless Congress agrees on an alternate plan to cut the 
federal deficit. 

"We directed the Pentagon to give us the impacts of 
sequestration so that we have that kind of detail in front of us," 
Levin said. Defense Secretary Leon Panetta said the Pentagon 
would likely start planning for sequestration this summer. 

The SASC makes similar proposals to those in the House 
bill on some major weapons programs. The SASC calls for 
adding $777.7 million in advance-procurement funding to help 
the Navy buy a second Virginia class submarine in FY '14--a 
move the House bill also supports--whilealso authorizing 
multi-year procurement of the sub program and an 
incremental-funding setup for the added vessel. 

The Senate panel also is calling for blocking the 
Pentagon’s plan to allow a temporary shutdown in production 
of the M1 Abrams tank, which the House measure also rejects. 

"The feeling was...that money should be spent to actually 
produce something which has a use rather than to close down 
and reopen a line a year or two later," Levin said. 

The SASC also takes aim at the Air Force’s proposal to 
retire or divest more than 200 Air National Guard and Air 
Force Reserve aircraft and over the next five years while also 
cutting personnel. 

"We rejected the Air Force plan," Levin said, with the 
SASC bill largely funding the equipment and personnel for the 
Air National Guard over the next year that the Air Force 
wanted to cut. Yet the panel made "some exceptions," he said, 
and allows portions of the Air Force’s proposal including the 
retirement of some C-5A transport aircraft. 

The House-passed bill also rejects the Air Force’s Guard 
and Reserve plan and calls for adding $500 million to the 
Pentagon budget to preserve tactical aircraft. 

The SASC is calling for creating a national commission 
on the structure of the Air Force to make advisory 
recommendations to Congress by March 31, 2013. 

"I want to try to prevent this kind of decision (regarding 
the Air National Guard) from being made in the future with as 
little care as this one was made," Levin said. He said he wants 
a more-thorough process that includes more input from states' 
governors. 

The House Appropriations Committee, meanwhile, 
approved a budget-setting defense appropriations bill on May 
17 that also seeks to add a Virginia submarine, prevent the 
Abrams tank production lapse, and thwart the Air National 
Guard aircraft changes (by pausing the retirements and 
divestments until Congress and government auditors further 
investigate). The Senate Appropriations Committee is 
planning to unveil its version of the defense appropriations bill 
in June. 
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The SASC does not include any lengthy provisions 
regarding the F-35 Joint Strike Fighter, SASC Ranking 
Member John McCain (R-Ariz.) said, noting the committee 
included significant oversight language in last year’s 
authorization act. 

The FY '13 budget the Pentagon sent Congress in 
February calls for cutting $15.1 billion in previously planned 
F-35 spending by delaying the purchase of 179 planes over the 
next five years, to ensure research and development issues are 
better resolved in testing. 

The House-passed defense authorization bill would 
require the Air Force and Navy establish initial-operational 
capability dates for the three F-35 variants by the end of this 
year. 

The SASC’s measure does seek more oversight of Navy’s 
Littoral Combat Ship (LCS) program, McCain said, saying the 
panel wants to keep a closer eye on development of the 
mission modules used in the LCS seaframes. 

The House’s version of the defense authorization 
legislation has LCS provisions, including mandates for the 
Government Accountability Office to review it and the Navy 
secretary to provide lawmakers with a "comprehensive 
briefing" on the rocky shipbuilding program. 

The Senate bill also calls for repealing recent changes to 
rules dictating how depot-level maintenance of military 
equipment is shared between government and private 
facilities. Critics of those recent changes, in the FY '12 
defense authorization act, said they could deprive businesses 
of work and lead to job losses, among other things. 

The House-passed defense authorization legislation seeks 
to change, but not outright repeal, the depot changes made via 
the FY '12 bill. 

The SASC also approved a series of acquisition reforms 
in its bill, including limits on using cost-plus contracts for 
major defense acquisition programs and lowering the cap on 
executive compensation for contractors. 

View SASC NDAA Markup (PDF) 
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34. Senate Panel Cuts Off Navy’s Biofuel Buys 
(WIRED 24 MAY 12) ... Noah Shachtman 

The Navy’s ambitious renewable energy plans aren’t sunk 
quite yet. But they took a major hit Thursday, when the Senate 
Armed Services Committee voted to all-but-ban the military 
from buying alternative fuels. 

The House Armed Services Committee passed a similar 
measure earlier this month. But the House is controlled by 
Republicans, who are generally skeptical of alternative energy 
efforts. Democrats are in charge of the Senate Armed Services 
Committee. And if anything, the Senate’s alt-fuel prohibition 
goes even further than the House’s. If it becomes law, if would 
not only sink the Navy’s attempt to sail a “Great Green Fleet,” 
powered largely by biofuels. It would also sabotage a half-
billion dollar program to shore up a tottering biofuels industry. 

Like their counterparts in the House, senators prohibited 
the Pentagon from buying renewable fuels that are more 
expensive than traditional ones — a standard that biofuels 
many never meet. In addition, the committee blocked the 
Defense Department from helping build biofuel refineries 
unless “specifically authorized by law” – just as the Navy was 
set to pour $170 million into an effort with the Departments of 
Energy and Agriculture to do precisely that. 

The measures — amendments to the Pentagon’s budget 
for next year — were pushed by two Republicans. Sen. James 
Inhofe has long been one of the Republican’s fiercest critics of 
renewable energy efforts; Sen. John McCain has in recent 
years turned away from long-held eco-friendly positions. 

“Adopting a ‘green agenda’ for national defense of course 
is a terrible misplacement of priorities,” McCain told National 
Journal Daily on Tuesday, calling it “a clear indication that the 
president doesn’t understand national security.” 

Which Democrats joined McCain in passing the 
amendments is unclear; the vote was held in a closed session 
of the committee. 

This was supposed to be a moment of triumph for Navy 
Secretary Ray Mabus, who pledged to get half of the service’s 
energy from sources other than oil by 2020. Late next month, 
the Great Green Fleet was supposed to go on its inaugural, 
two-day demonstration voyage, with the destroyers plowing 

through the Pacific and F/A-18 jets will screaming into the air, 
thanks to a 50/50 mixture of bio- and fossil fuel. A full 
mission is planned for 2016. 

“The Great Green Fleet doesn’t have an environmental 
agenda. It’s about maintaining America’s military and 
economic leadership across the globe in the 21st century,” 
Mabus told a Senate hearing in March, noting that every time 
the price of oil goes up by a dollar per barrel, it costs the Navy 
$31 million.”When anyone says we can’t afford to invest in 
developing alternative sources of energy, my reply is, ‘We 
can’t afford not to.’ We can’t afford to wait until price shocks 
or supply shocks leave us no alternative.” 

In the short term, though, biofuels were going to cost 
significantly more than petroleum. After all, the biofuel 
industry is tiny, compared to the massive, century-old oil 
business. The science behind biofuels is relatively new. The 
Navy is still buying cupfuls off the stuff, compared to tanker-
loads of oil it gets every day. In December, the Navy spent 
$12 million for 450,000 gallons of biofuel for the Green Fleet 
— paying about four times its price for fossil fuel. 

Opponents pounced, calling it a waste of money in a time 
of relative austerity. ”Wouldn’t you agree that the thing they’d 
be more concerned about is having more ships, more planes, 
more prepositioned stocks?” Rep. Randy Forbes asked during 
a February hearing with Mabus. The alt-energy foes found 
justification in some of the Navy’s own studies, which openly 
questioned whether biofuels would ever be as cheap as oil 
products. 

Then came the House vote. And now, the Senate. 
“It is a disappointment that a slim majority of the Senate 

Armed Services Committee has chosen to restrict efforts by 
the Department of Defense to reduce dependence on foreign 
oil. Today’s vote will hurt the DoD’s efforts to protect its 
budget from oil price shocks, diversify its energy mix and 
ensure security of supply,” Phyllis Cuttino, director of the Pew 
Project on National Security, Energy and Climate, said in a 
statement. “This is a step backwards.” 
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35. V-22 Certified On Large Deck Carriers, Exec. Says 
(DEFENSE DAILY 25 MAY 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

NEW YORK --The Navy has certified the V-22 Osprey 
for operations on large deck aircraft carriers, the 
manufacturers of the tiltrotor aircraft said yesterday. 

The certification was completed with a latest round of 
testing aboard the USS George H.W. Bush (CVN 77) earlier 
this month and it could be a step forward for the Navy’s 
version of the V-22 program that has not yet been funded for 
production, John Rader, the Bell Helicopter Textron- Boeing 
partnership’s vice president for the V-22 program, told 
reporters. 

The Navy’s program of record calls for buying 48 V-22s, 
and the service is examining options for replacing its C-2 
Greyhound cargo planes capable of landing on carriers. 
Marine Col. Greg Masiello, the V-22 program manager, said 
in April the that the Navy was nearing completion on an 
analysis of alternatives (AoA) for the C-2 successor. 

Rader met with reporters during the Navy’s Fleet Week, 
which included showcasing the V-22. 

The Marine Corps is the biggest customer of the V-22, 
which so far has largely operated off amphibious warships. 
The Marine Corps plans to buy a total of 360 of its version 
known as the MV-22. 

The House of Representatives last week signed off the 
Pentagon request to purchase 91 MV-22s and seven Air Force 
variants, the CV-22s, under a second multi-year contract. The 
Pentagon had lowered the planned 120 under the five-year buy 
because of budget constraints. Rader said negotiations on the 
contract with the Pentagon were ongoing. 

Rader also said he was hopeful that the Navy will begin 
funding procurement in the next several years. 
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36. Osprey To Take On White House Transport Mission In 2013 
(THE HILL 24 MAY 12) ... Carlo Munoz 

NEW YORK — White House officials will have a new 
way to travel when the V-22 Osprey officially becomes part of 
the presidential helicopter fleet in 2013. 

The helicopter-fixed wing hybrid aircraft will replace the 
CH-46 Sea Knights and CH-53 Sea Stallion helicopters that 
support the White House's Marine One helicopters, John 
Rader, Bell-Boeing's vice president for the Osprey, told 
reporters here on Thursday. 

The White House Ospreys will fill a "purely 
administrative role" as VIP transport for Secret Service 
personnel, administration staff and press accompanying the 
president when on travel, Rader said. 

"It's the entourage helicopter," he explained. 
Marine Corps Col. Greg Masiello, V-22 joint program 

manager, first announced plans for a White House-version of 
the V-22 in April. 

The V-22s assigned to the White House will essentially 
be the same configuration as the ones flown by Marine Corps 
pilots in war zones like Afghanistan, Rader noted. 

However, some upgrades will be required, such as 
improvements to the passenger area and upgraded 
communications systems, in order to fill the mission 
requirements for VIP transport. 

Rader did point out the Osprey would not be replacing the 
so-called "white tops," or Marine One helicopters, specifically 
tasked with transporting the president or vice president around 
the country. 

The addition of the Osprey to the White House is the first 
attempt to revamp the White House fleet since a failed effort 
to upgrade the Marine One helicopter with a newer aircraft. 

The Pentagon had selected Lockheed Martin's VH-71 to 
replace the aging VH-3D helicopters that made up the entire 
presidential transport fleet. 

In 2009, then-Defense Secretary Robert Gates suspended 
the program due to excessive development delays and cost 
overruns on the program. The Navy canceled the effort 
months later. 

The decision to use the V-22 to shuttle administration 
officials and staff across the United States also comes after an 
effort by House lawmakers to kill the entire Osprey program. 

Illinois Democratic Reps. Mike Quigley (D-Ill.) and Luis 
Gutierrez (D-Ill.) offered an amendment to the House version 
of the fiscal 2013 defense budget bill, stripping all funds for 
the V-22. The move faced stiff resistance from both sides of 
the aisle and eventually was voted down. 
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37. Navy, Air Force Develop Engine Modification That May Save Billions 
(AIR FORCE NEWS SERVICE 24 MAY 12) ... Rob Koon, Program Executive Office Tactical Aircraft Programs Public Affairs 

NAVAL AIR SYSTEMS COMMAND, PATUXENT 
RIVER, Md. -- The Navy and Air Force stand to save more 
than $2 billion after jointly developing an engine modification 
that will keep critically important aircraft flying for years. 

The two services and industry worked together to develop 
and field a modification to CFM International's CFM56-2 
(F108) engine, allowing them to restore exhaust gas 
temperature margins, increase fuel economy and extend their 
time between overhauls from 10 to 15 years. 

The CFM56 engines are used on the Navy's E-6B 
Mercury command and control aircraft and the Air Force's 
KC-135 Stratotanker. CFM International, the engine's maker, 
is scheduled to receive the Federal Aviation Administration 
certification of the engine modifications by the end of May, 
Navy officials said. 

"As incredible as these achievements are, both the Navy 
and the Air Force were struggling to reclaim lost engine 
efficiency," said Andy Noble, the Navy's CFM56 propulsion 
engineer. "In our case, only half of the engine life was being 
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regained after the first overhaul. We could not gain back the 
performance we saw with the original engine build. Even with 
improved build techniques and test cell procedures, we would 
be doing well to recover half of the original time on wing 
between overhauls." 

About four years ago, the Navy CFM56 engine team, 
having exhausted all known means to reclaim lost engine 
performance, asked CFM to make design improvements. 

That effort paid off and resulted in Jeff Bauer, the CFM 
program manager, submitting a proposal in April 2009 for 
commercially proven design improvements used in newer 
models of the CFM56 engine family, Noble said. 

"The recommendations proposed by CFM addressed the 
Navy and Air Force concerns of reclaiming lost engine 
efficiency, as well as introduced fuel efficiencies that would 
bring additional benefits," he said. 

Realizing incorporating these improvements were too 
costly for the Navy to implement on its own, the E-6B 
CFM56-2A engine manager, Gerry Cronkrite, pursued a 
collaborative effort with Tim Misner, the Air Force's CFM56-
2B (F108) engine lead program manager. Their coordination 
resulted in a plan that could be advantageous to both services. 

Empowered with this information, the Navy's E-6B 
program manager here and the Air Force's Headquarters Air 
Mobility Command at Scott Air Force Base, Ill., provided 
authorization to pursue the design improvements in early 
2010. They then combined efforts to share the costs of flight 
and ground testing as well as gathering the necessary data 
required for FAA certification. 

During the next few months, the updated engine would be 
tested, overhauled and tested again four times. This extensive 
barrage of ground testing helped reduce the amount of flight 

test time required and provided CFM engineers a controlled 
environment to capture FAA certification data. When the 
ground tests were complete, the engine was rebuilt and 
certified ready for flight tests by Navy and CFM engineering. 

To help prepare for the upcoming flight testing, Navy Lt. 
Stephen Haggard, a test pilot at Air Test and Evaluation 
Squadron 20 (VX-20), recommended flying all test points in 
the Navy E-6 Level "D" flight simulator. Those simulated 
flights were done in August and September 2011. 

In early December 2011, having met all the readiness 
review requirements, Cmdr. Jason Rider, VX-20 chief test 
pilot authorized flight testing to begin. Testing was conducted 
between Dec. 9, 2011 and Jan. 11, 2012 through the 
coordinated efforts of VX-20, Navy Propulsion Engineering 
and CFM Engineering. 

"I was excited and fortunate to have the opportunity to be 
a part of this joint service engine upgrade program that will 
provide both the Navy and Air Force huge cost savings over 
the life of the program," Haggard said. "This was a unique test 
program for the E-6B test team, requiring the skills of 
professional test pilots, flight engineers and flight test 
engineers. The team used Crew Resource Management 
training to safely operate and maneuver this large multi-
engine, multi-piloted aircraft to capture all the performance 
and operability data required to obtain FAA certification." 

Cronkrite and Misner are coordinating acquisition and 
logistics for the effort, with the plan to incorporate design 
improvements into the engines at the Oklahoma City Air 
Logistics Center during depot-level overhauls for Navy and 
Air Force aircraft in fiscal 2013. 
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38. Navy Places Order For New Class Of Patrol Boats 
(NAVY TIMES 24 MAY 12) ... Christopher P. Cavas 

SAFE Boats International has won a competition to build 
a new class of patrol boats for the Navy’s Naval Expeditionary 
Combat Command, the company announced Thursday. 

The 85-foot-long Mark VI patrol boat is intended to 
expand the operating area of Navy patrol craft farther off 
shore, supplanting and replacing existing craft such as the 68-
foot Mark IV and 34-foot Sea Ark patrol boats. 

The $30.5 million SAFE Boat contract award is for five 
new patrol boats, with an option for a sixth — which, if 
exercised, would add another $6 million to the contract’s 
value. 

Ultimately, the Navy intends to buy 48 Mark VIs. 
The government solicitation was made via the General 

Services Administration’s eBuy website. Three bids were 
submitted, said Chris Johnson, a spokesman for the Naval Sea 
Systems Command. 

The Mark VI boats will be built at a newly leased Large 
Craft Production Facility in Tacoma, Wash., SAFE Boats said 
in announcing the contract. 

The company normally builds small craft at its facility in 
Bremerton, Wash., but the length of the Mark VI exceeds the 
capacity of the older yard. 

The Tacoma facility will be able to build up to six Mark 
VIs at a time, the company said. 

SAFE Boats’ Mark VI design, a variant of the company’s 
Archangel self-righting life boat, will have a waterline length 
of 78 feet. Powered by twin diesels and waterjets, it will have 
a range in excess of 600 nautical miles and be able to burn 
both marine grade diesel and JP-5 fuel. A Mark 38 25mm gun 
can be mounted forward. 

In an interview earlier this month, Capt. James Hamblet, 
commodore of NECC’s new Coastal Riverine Force, said the 
boats would operate at speeds in excess of 35 knots with sprint 
speeds of 41 knots. 

The Mark VI will have berthing and galley facilities to 
allow for extended missions, and shock mitigating seats will 
be fitted at crew work stations. The main cabin is 
reconfigurable to accommodate remotely operated vehicles, a 
medical triage area, or provide more shock-mitigated seating. 

SAFE Boats also builds 25-foot Response Boat-Small and 
33-foot Special Purpose Craft-Law Enforcement craft for the 
Coast Guard. 

The first Mark VI boats are to be delivered in fiscal 2014. 
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39. Navy SEALs Could Use James Cameron's Deep-Dive Technology 
(NATIONAL DEFENSE 24 MAY 12) ... Eric Beidel 

TAMPA, Fla. — Film director James Cameron caused a 
commotion in March went he plummeted to the deepest part 
of the ocean in what he called a “vertical torpedo.” 

The vehicle, which was built secretly in Australia, has 
caught the attention of the Navy SEALs. 

It took Cameron about two-and-a-half hours to travel 
down to the Mariana Trench's Challenger Deep, located more 
than 6 miles below the surface of the ocean. It took a little 
more than an hour coming back up. He is the first person to 
attempt such a trip since 1960, when two Navy divers visited 
the deep-sea valley. Unlike other underwater craft, Cameron's 
vehicle is vertical and stretches about 25 feet. He had the pod 
designed with the intention of using it for deep-sea research, 
but special operators could use something like it as well, said 
Navy Rear Adm. Sean A. Pybus, commander of Naval Special 
Warfare Command. 

“That's great technology,” he said at the National Defense 
Industrial Association's annual Special Operations Forces 
Industry Conference. “And he probably didn't pay as much as 
the Navy would charge us to build that thing. But it's truly 
advanced and there are applications for special operations.” 

Pybus said that Navy SEALs have to be prepared to 
operate and move in waters where it will become more 
difficult to hide. He called on industry for ideas on how to 
operate in a more complicated undersea and littoral 
environment. 

“I expect the undersea environment 10 years from now to 
be just as cluttered as our aviation environment is today with 
all kinds of sensors and transportation and autonomous 
vehicles,” Pybus said. “We intend to have capability there… 
That's our domain down there.” 

Return to Index 
 

40. Lockheed Uses Temporary Workers At Striking Texas Plant 
(REUTERS 24 MAY 12) ... Jim Wolf 

WASHINGTON - Lockheed Martin Corp (LMT.N: 
Quote, Profile, Research, Stock Buzz), the Pentagon's top 
supplier by sales, began using temporary workers on Thursday 
in place of striking employees at its plant in Fort Worth, 
Texas, to help meet scheduled deliveries of F-16 and F-35 
fighter jets. 

Fewer than 10 temporary workers, hired through a 
contractor, were brought in to supplement the "contingency 
work force" that includes managers, said Lockheed spokesman 
Joe Stout. Another 50 to 60 temporary workers will be added 
on Tuesday, and the company will bring in more as needed, 
Stout said in an email. 

The International Association of Machinists and 
Aerospace Workers, or IAM, which represents 3,300 of 
14,250 workers at the plant, has been on strike since April 23. 

The temporary workers will come to the company "with 
skills and experience that will allow them to become 

productive contributors in our factory in a very short time," 
Stout said. 

He said Lockheed, based in Bethesda, Maryland, wanted 
to make sure it could "continue to meet the commitments 
we've made to our customers in the F-35 and F-16 programs." 

"We still want the IAM members to come back to work as 
soon as possible," he said. The IAM chief in Fort Worth, Paul 
Black, did not immediately respond to a request for comment. 

Lockheed said it had achieved "customer acceptance" on 
Thursday of a new F-16 jet produced for a foreign air force, 
the second F-16 to complete the acceptance process since the 
strike began. It also has delivered three radar-evading F-35s to 
Eglin Air Force Base, a training facility, since the start of the 
strike, Stout said. 

The F-35 Joint Strike Fighter, at a projected $397 billion 
for 2,443 aircraft over the coming two decades, is the 
Pentagon's largest weapons program. 
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BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
41. Bloomberg Welcomes U.S. And Coalition Sea Services 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 24 MAY 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Alex Diaz 

STATEN ISLAND -- Mayor Mike R. Bloomberg 
welcomed U.S. and coalition sea services to Fleet Week New 
York 2012 at Gracie Mansion in Manhattan on May 24. 

The breakfast and ceremony commemorated both the 
Bicentennial of the War of 1812 and New York's 25th Fleet 
Week. 

Adm. Jonathan W. Greenert, Chief of Naval Operations, 
presented Bloomberg with a plaque to express the appreciation 
of participating sea services to the city of New York for 
hosting Fleet Week 2012. 

Bloomberg emphasized his gratitude toward military 
personnel for their service and sacrifice in support of freedom, 
particularly in the wake 9/11. Further, he invited participants 
to take part in New York's many attractions. 

Indonesian Sub-Leftenant Mario Marco from KRI 
Dewaruci noted sailors aboard his country's lone tall-mast ship 
have already experienced New York City's reknown 
hospitality. 

"People here are very open, and very nice to us," said 
Marco. 

Marco is one of nearly 6,000 sea service members 
participating in Fleet Week New York 2012. 

This year, Fleet Week New York is one of the signature 
events around the country commemorating OpSail 2012, the 
Bicentennial of the War of 1812, and the Star-Spangled 
Banner. The commemoration of the 200th anniversary of the 
War of 1812 is a salute to all Sailors and Marines who fought 
gallantly in that conflict, who served in all our nation's 
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conflicts since then, and who are defending freedom around the world. 
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42. Japan's MSDF Destroyer Shirane Stops In N.Y. For Fleet Week 
(KYODO NEWS 24 MAY 12) 

NEW YORK -- A Japanese Maritime Self-Defense Force 
destroyer has been anchored in New York to participate in the 
annual Fleet Week, in which military ships, including those 
from the U.S. Navy and Marine Corps, sail into the city. 

The Shirane made port at Brooklyn as the weeklong event 
kicked off Wednesday in the year marking the 200th 
anniversary of the start of the War of 1812 fought between 
Britain and the United States. Battleships, tall ships and other 
types of vessels from 11 countries -- including Indonesia, 
Britain, Spain and Finland, as well as Japan -- joined a parade 
of sail as special guests. 

Due to fast currents stemming from heavy rainfall the day 
before, the 5,200-ton Shirane lowered its anchor near the 

Statue of Liberty for a while, before arriving at a pier in 
Brooklyn about three hours behind schedule. 

During goodwill visits to New York for the event through 
next Wednesday, the Shirane will be opened to the public on 
Saturday and Sunday. 

"We are very honored to be able to participate in an event 
like this," said Capt. Osamu Takeuchi, officer in charge of the 
Japanese vessel with about 280 crew. 

"We are also grateful for the especially big assistance 
from the United States, such as the U.S. armed forces' 
Operation Tomodachi (Friends)" that took place in areas 
devastated by the March 2011 earthquake and tsunami, he 
said. 
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43. Rock Band Specktrum Has Fleet Week Gig On Aircraft Carrier 
(JERSEY CITY JOURNAL 25 MAY 12) ... Travis Fedschun 

HOBOKEN -- A group of Stevens Institute of 
Technology students will be rocking out on a Navy aircraft 
carrier tomorrow as part of Fleet Week. 

The band SpeckTrum will be performing aboard the USS 
WASP (LHD-1), a Navy aircraft carrier docked at Pier 90 in 
Manhattan. 

The band includes Nick Catania, Cliff Hults, Ben Clifford 
and Braudy Cudmore. Catania, Hults, and Clifford met at 
Stevens and formed the group in 2011 with Clifford’s friend 
Cudmore. 

Catania and Hults graduated yesterday. 
SpeckTrum is associated with Project Eleven, an initiative 

spearheaded by Castle Point Records, a subdivision of Stevens 
Multimedia, which teaches students the ins and outs of the 
music industry. 

Project Eleven is so named because this past Veterans 
Day was 11/11/11. 

Project Eleven executive director David Musial said he 
got the idea for the project from philanthropist Cynthia Artin 
after they both listened to a 22-year-old veteran describe the 
difficulties she encountered reentering civilian life. 

Since then, he’s been working with a group of students to 
put out an album that will be released this coming Sept. 11. 
All proceeds will go toward a veterans charity, he said. 

SpeckTrum is scheduled to perform a set of original songs 
alongside other bands on the carrier from noon to 4 p.m. 

Its Fleet Week performance will be broadcast live on 
“The David Webb Show” on the Sirius XM radio. 

“Everyone is psyched about it. It’s a cool mission to say 
you’re performing on an aircraft carrier, which isn’t too 
common,” said Musial. 

All proceeds from the sales of music from Project Eleven 
will be donated to a Veterans-based charity. 
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44. Yard's Nuclear Sub Overhaul Facilities Rated 'Best Of The Best' 
(PORTSMOUTH (NH) HERALD 25 MAY 12) ... Elizabeth Dinan 

KITTERY, Maine — Portsmouth Naval Shipyard's 
nuclear submarine overhaul facilities are rated "best of the 
best" in terms of safety, a spokesman for the federal 
Occupational Safety and Health Administration said a day 
after a nuclear submarine caught fire and seven firefighters 
were injured while extinguishing it. 

However, the remainder of the shipyard was cited by 
OSHA in April 2011 for a number of safety violations that 
included obstructed fire extinguishers. 

Bill Coffin, an inspector for the Augusta OSHA office, 
said the shipyard's submarine-maintenance area is part of 
OSHA's Volunteer Protection Program, which has a limited 
and elite membership, based on "rigorous inspection." To 
qualify for the program, he said, the submarine-maintenance 
facilities were examined by 10 OSHA inspectors over a two-
week period about a decade ago. 

Coffin, who was one of the inspectors, said the submarine 
overhaul area must undergo strict and regular audits to remain 

part of the program. He said that area of the yard, where USS 
Miami burned in a dry dock Wednesday night, has a record of 
injuries "way below average." 

Coffin said OSHA has not been called to inspect the 
overhaul area with regard to the fire and that the shipyard was 
not required to notify OSHA. Incidents must be reported to 
OSHA if three or more people are admitted to a hospital, if the 
incident is classified as a catastrophe or if there is a fatality, 
Coffin said. 

OSHA violations were discovered 13 months ago at a 
different portion of the shipyard, he said. That portion of the 
yard, he said, is under the command of a different arm of the 
U.S. Navy and includes barracks, officers' clubs, a 
commissary, maintenance buildings, barber shops and garages. 

"It's not directly involved in the repair and maintenance of 
submarines," he said. 

It was there that 10 safety violations were found during a 
regularly scheduled inspection on April 20, 2011, according to 
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OSHA records. Two of the violations involved fire 
extinguishers. In one instance, Coffin said, an extinguisher 
was obstructed by a tool box. Another fire extinguisher was 
found on a floor, instead of being wall-mounted as required by 
federal law, he said. 

Other violations discovered during the 2011 inspection 
included a mixer in the kitchen of an officers' club without a 
safety guard, a drill press without a safety guard and a box 

obstructing an electrical panel. While some of the violations 
were initially rated by OSHA as "serious," they were all 
corrected and later downgraded to "other than serious," Coffin 
said. 

According to shipyard officials, seven firefighters were 
injured during Wednesday night's fire. Three were shipyard 
firefighters, two were ships force crew members and two were 
civilian firefighters. The injuries were described as minor. 
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45. Hurricane Season Preparedness 
(KHON FOX HONOLULU 24 MAY 12) 

Dr. Michael Smith, Director of Training and Readiness 
fpr Navy Region Hawaii joins WakeUp2Day! to discuss 
Hurricane Preparedness. 

Navy Region Hawaii recently completed an annual 
Hurricane Exercise, to examine Navy practices. Dr. Smith 

shared tips for people to use in case of a hurricane. These 
include having three days worth of food and water and other 
lightweight items. 

View Clip (RT: 4:03) 
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46. NEX Customers Support Navy Marine Corps Relief Society 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 24 MAY 12) ... Kristine M. Sturkie, Navy Exchange Service Command Public Affairs 

VIRGINIA BEACH, Va. -- The chief executive officer of 
Navy Exchange Service Command (NEXCOM) presented a 
ceremonial check to the Navy-Marine Corps Relief Society 
(NMCRS) for approximately $300,000, May 23. 

Robert J. Bianchi, CEO of NEXCOM presented the check 
to retired Adm. Steve Abbot, president and chief executive 
officer of NMCRS, symbolizing the $291,593 donated to 
NMCRS by NEX customers during a recent promotional 
event. 

"We are happy once again to represent the thousands of 
NEX patrons who chose to donate to this Navy and Marine 
Corps focused cause and we are proud to present this check on 
behalf of our customers," said Bianchi. "This is the third year 

customers have been able to purchase benefit tickets to 
support the Navy-Marine Corps Relief Society. Each year, 
NEX customers have responded with greater generosity and 
enthusiasm than the year before." 

Beginning in March, NEX customers were able to 
purchase a $5 card to benefit the NMCRS. The ticket entitled 
customers to specific discounts for a one-time purchase on 
either April 16 or 17. 

"We appreciate this important initiative and are grateful 
for this significant charitable gift in support of the 2012 Active 
Duty Fund Drive," said Abbot. "We promise to put these 
funds to good use in responding to the financial needs of 
Sailors, Marines and their families." 

Return to Index 
 

47. Bells Toll For Lost World War II Subs, Submariners 
(KITSAP (WA) SUN 24 MAY 12) ... Ed Friedrich 

KEYPORT — Three World War II submariners joined 
active-duty and retired Sailors Thursday in remembering peers 
killed during World War II. 

Robert Paul, a retired Navy electronics technician, struck 
a brass bell 55 times during a Tolling the Boats ceremony, 
once for each of the 52 submarines lost during the war, two for 
ill-fated Cold War subs USS Thresher and USS Scorpion, and 
a final time for any Navy submariners who died serving their 
country. 

Retired machinist mate Harry Gilger read the name of 
each boat and the fate of its crew, followed by a gong of the 
bell. Most subs lost everybody, around 70 to 90 Sailors. 
Altogether, more than 3,500 perished. 

"I had tears in my eyes, I'll tell you," World War II 
submariner John Baker said of the tolling, for which 
everybody in Naval Undersea Museum stood. "It makes you 
think, when you hear all of those boats." 

Baker, 87, served as a radio man aboard the USS Atule 
from 1943 to 1946. The Port Townsend man went on four war 
patrols. Atule sank four warships and four merchant ships, 
including troop transport Asama Maru on Nov. 1, 1944, in the 
South China Sea. 

The boat had many close calls, including being shaken by 
depth charges, but nobody was hurt and the sub suffered little 
damage, Baker said. 

Ed Ferris, 85, of Port Ludlow served from 1942 to 1967. 
He was a torpedoman during 13 war patrols aboard the USS 
Drum, which sank 31 ships, and was awarded a Silver Star and 
three Purple Hearts. 

Elbert Hill's sub, USS Tuna, was all over the South 
Pacific before finishing the war in The Philippines. The 
scariest moment, said the Des Moines man, was May 4, 1944. 
The Takima Maru, bound for Wake Island, put up a fight 
when taken under fire by the submarine's two 20-mm guns. In 
the face of return fire, Tuna opened up with its 3-inch deck 
gun, scored a hit on the first salvo, sinking the trawler. 
However, the chief of the boat was swept overboard and 
drowned. 

"That was the sad part," he said. 
The Tuna sank 13 boats, and Hill was along for a few of 

them. 
"It was a sad, sad situation, but that was wartime," he said 

of all the lost boats and Sailors. "It was a volunteer part of the 
Navy. Everyone volunteered and took our chances." 
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The Tolling the Boats ceremony has been held since 1977 
by the U.S. Submarine Veterans of World War II, and for 
seven years at Keyport. The dwindling group mixed with U.S. 
Submarine Veterans Inc., which inducted three members into 
the Holland Club on Thursday for being submarine qualified 
for 50 years. They are Roger Bacon, a Bremerton native and 
former assistant chief of naval operations for undersea 
warfare; Robert Schuessler of Port Hadlock, who served from 
1960 to 1967; and Dale Derricote of Poulsbo, who retired in 
1991 as a chief warrant officer after 30 years in the Navy. 

After the attack on Pearl Harbor, U.S. submarines had to 
hold the line against the Japanese while "our fleets replaced 

losses and repaired wounds," said guest speaker Capt. Brian 
Humm, quoting Fleet Admiral C.W. Nimitz from 1945. 
Humm commands the USS Ohio Blue Crew. 

U.S. submarines sank 214 Japanese warships and 1,178 
merchant ships, and were instrumental in winning the war, but 
they paid a high price. They suffered nearly a 23 percent 
casualty rate, highest in any service. 

"We remind ourselves of the price of freedom and honor 
those who paid the price for us with honor, courage and 
commitment," Humm said of the ceremony. 
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48. Rare U.S. Navy Flights Near Tokyo Spark Protests 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 24 MAY 12) ... Kelly Olsen 

The roar of aircraft carrier-based U.S. Navy fighter jets 
taking part in intensive take-off and landing training at a 
military airfield outside Tokyo is disturbing residents in the 
densely populated area. Local authorities have filed 
complaints to both the U.S. and Japanese governments, asking 
that it be stopped. 

The U.S. Navy is sympathetic, but says the originally 
unscheduled training is an integral part of fulfilling its duties 
to protect Japan under a joint security alliance. 

Jets including F/A-18F Super Hornets have, since 
Tuesday, been using U.S. Naval Air facility Atsugi in 
Kanagawa Prefecture southwest of Tokyo for the training, 
which normally takes place on far off Iwo Jima. 

Yoichi Asaoka, an official who deals with military base 
issues for the Kanagawa prefectural government, said that 
since the flights began Tuesday, a total of about 1,800 
telephone complaints have been registered from residents. 

The noise is so loud that people say they can’t hear their 
televisions and find it hard even to carry on telephone 
conversations, he said. It has prevented children from going to 
sleep and also made it hard for them to concentrate in school 
due to the noise, he said, citing the complaints. 

More than six million people live in nine cities in the 
Atsugi base area. Such congestion, he said, is also a worry. 

On the first day Tuesday, the flights went until almost 9 
p.m., while on Wednesday they lasted until just before 10 
p.m., according to Kanagawa Prefecture. They were expected 
to conclude Thursday evening, according to Jon Nylander, a 
spokesman for the Navy in Japan. 

The flights had to be carried out at Atsugi after the 
aircraft carrier USS George Washington’s departure from 

nearby Yokosuka Naval Base, originally planned for Monday, 
was delayed for maintenance reasons, Mr. Nylander said. 

That delay meant that pilots’ most recent qualification 
would be out of date by the ship’s eventual departure, thus 
requiring them to perform the flights at Atsugi. Their most 
recent qualification was done on Iwo Jima, but given the short 
time before the carrier’s expected departure, the training 
couldn’t be moved to the remote island, the site of a ferocious 
World War II battle. 

Such training used to be carried out regularly at Atsugi, 
but was moved to Iwo Jima about 20 years ago to help reduce 
complaints about noise. The training periodically still takes 
place at Atsugi. The last time was in 2007. 

Known as Field Carrier Landing Practice, the training 
involves aircraft simulating landing and taking off from the 
deck of an aircraft carrier. They fly in to land on the runway at 
Atsugi, and after briefly touching down, roar back up into the 
sky in so-called “touch and go” maneuvers. The noise is 
intense amid frequent takeoffs and landings. 

“The jets are noisy,” said Mr. Nylander, the spokesman, 
who emphasized that the Navy understands the discomfort of 
area residents, but must balance that with keeping its pilots 
qualified. 

“We have to do the training in order to meet our 
commitment to defend Japan,” he said. 

Yuji Kuroiwa, the governor of Kanagawa, and the nine 
local mayors sent formal complaints to officials including U.S. 
Ambassador to Japan John Roos, U.S. military commanders, 
and Japan’s foreign and defense ministers to ask that the 
flights at Atsugi be halted. 

He said that the local officials understand the need for 
training. They just want it done on Iwo Jima. 
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49. U.S. Senate Panel Rejects Budget Request For Okinawa Marine Move 
(JIJI PRESS (JAPAN) 24 MAY 12) 

WASHINGTON -- The U.S. Senate Armed Services 
Committee rejected Thursday the White House's budget 
request of 26 million dollars for the planned relocation of 
Marines to Guam from Okinawa Prefecture, southern Japan. 

The request was not included in a defense authorization 
bill for fiscal 2013 starting in October that was unanimously 
approved by the committee. 

The bill is also designed to keep freezing implementation 
of past budgets allocated for the transfer. 

The bill sets certain conditions for lifting the freeze, 
including submission of a basic program for the realignment 
of U.S. forces in the Asia-Pacific and its cost estimates. 

The committee this time dropped tangible progress on 
plans to move the Marine Corps' Futenma air station in the 
Okinawa city of Ginowan as one of conditions for removing 
the budget freeze. Instead, the committee called on the U.S. 

government to present repair plans for the Futenma base. 
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The Senate remains skeptical about a realignment plan for 
U.S. forces in Japan, although the U.S. and Japanese 
governments tried to seek cooperation by separating the 
Marine transfer from the stalled Futenma relocation plan. 

The committee played a key role when Congress rejected 
all fiscal 2012 budget requests for the Marine transfer to 
Guam. 

The bill is expected to be approved by the full Senate 
shortly. 

The House has already passed a bill that approves all 
budget requests for the Marine transfer. 
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NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
50. Winnefeld, Nonprofit Group Honor Wounded Warriors 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 24 MAY 12) ... Army Sgt. 1st Class Tyrone C. Marshall Jr. 

WASHINGTON – The military is a family business and 
there’s no better example of that than the military spouses who 
formed the Hope for the Warriors non-profit organization, 
Navy Adm. James A. Winnefeld Jr., vice chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, said here last night. 

The vice chairman spoke at the 3rd annual “Got Heart, 
Give Hope” gala, honoring the courage of wounded service 
members, their families and the families of fallen troops. 

“We’re so proud of you, and we’re so proud of and 
inspired by, the young men and women you help who’ve 
given so much of themselves to their country and who are so 
determined that their sacrifice shall not hold them back,” 
Winnefeld said. “It really is a privilege to be part of such a 
great event in such a magnificent venue.” 

Winnefeld was joined by Army Gen. Lloyd J. Austin III, 
vice chief of staff of the Army, actor Gary Sinise, who hosted 
a portion of the evening, singer Randy Travis, and other 
celebrities and military officials, as Hope for the Warriors 
honored selected wounded, ill and injured warriors, and their 
families. 

The nonprofit Hope for the Warriors organization, 
founded in 2006, focuses on enhancing the quality of life for 
U.S. service members and their families adversely affected by 
injuries or death in the line of duty. 

“To the founders and the many military spouses here 
tonight, who make up this fantastic organization, thank you for 
what you do,” Winnefeld said. “We’re both married to 
awesome military spouses -- Charlene Austin and Mary 
Winnefeld. So Lloyd and I are very familiar with the greatness 
that lies in the heart of so many military spouses. And the 
founders of Hope for the Warriors, a group of military spouses 
themselves, are exhibit A.” 

The vice chairman said earlier this month he and his wife, 
Mary, were “privileged” to see the Warrior Games in 
Colorado Springs, Colo. 

“There we watched, with thousands of others, as 200 
amazing wounded warriors proved that there’s no challenge 
too great, no hurdle too difficult for these determined, young 
men and women,” Winnefeld said. “They, like the honorees, 
are bright and shining examples of the power of hope and 
determination.” 

“They remind us of what greatness really is,” he added. 
“When one of us has a bad day, all we have to do is think 
about one of these remarkable young men and women. They 
also give hope and strength to those who are just beginning the 
difficult journey of recovery.” 

Winnefeld said the evening gala also honored the 
caregivers, who are “unsung heroes” that spend countless 
hours unselfishly giving to those who have sacrificed and are 
now in need. 

“It’s hard to find words to describe these remarkable 
people -- these caregivers,” he said. “We can only find them, 
support them, thank them and be inspired by them as well.” 

Winnefeld noted the nation will pause during Memorial 
Day weekend to remember the service and sacrifice of the 
fallen, and their families who remain behind. 

“We owe all of these men and women -- those who have 
selflessly worn the cloth of our nation in a decade of war, and 
those who have stood behind them, a debt of gratitude,” he 
said. 

“We also owe a debt of gratitude to the many champions 
of our men and women in uniform,” Winnefeld added, “[the] 
people who understand the price the freedom, and who want to 
give back to those who have sacrificed to preserve it. They are 
everywhere.” 

The vice chairman commended public officials, 
celebrities, corporations and private organizations for 
providing opportunities to support troops like Hope for the 
Warriors. 

“You didn’t have to do any of this, and we know it,” 
Winnefeld said. “But you’re making a huge difference.” 
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51. 'Like' This: Salutes To Troops To Flood Facebook Feeds 
(USA TODAY 25 MAY 12) ... Cathy Lynn Grossman 

Memorial Day is not just unforgettable: Thanks to 
Facebook, it's also inescapable. 

Salutes to troops past and present will be showing up 
every few seconds this weekend, if the pace of posting is 
anything like Memorial Day 2011. 

Experts and everyday Facebook users says holiday posts 
are a contagious phenomenon, encouraging users to mark 
every celebratory moment online. "Likes" for Facebook's own 

flag-emblazoned Memorial Day page passed 102,000 by this 
week. 

"The pressure is on to show you remember the birthday or 
national holiday," says Sara Linton, 28, of Oakland. 

Linton says she'll post an image of one of her most 
precious possessions, a letter from her grandfather, Ted 
Linton, to his wife, her grandmother Thora, on VJ Day in 
1945. 
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"I'm proud we get to honor people and remember what 
they did," Linton says. "Posting something unique and real 
makes Facebook less superficial." 

Holiday posts are about the urge to be known, like getting 
a tattoo or putting a bumper sticker on the car says Sam 
Gosling, a psychology professor at University of Texas. 

Ed Reiman presents his Facebook and Twitter identity as 
a husband, a grandfather and a retired businessman in 
Portland, Ore., and -- perhaps, most telling of all -- as a 
Vietnam War veteran. 

Reiman, 65, tweeted at #USWarstories this week: "Was in 
Vietnam in the Army … '67/'68 … thru "Tet" … survived … 
think about it and friends I lost there everyday, but have lived 
well, raised a family … have 'grands' … and am now retired. I 
am blessed." 

He has mixed feelings about the outpouring of Memorial 
Day posts. 

"I think most folks are sincere, but I also think some 
people are trying to get rid of their own guilt for not speaking 
up sooner against the Vietnam War or for turning a cold 
shoulder to those veterans for 20 or 30 years," Reiman says. 
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52. Iowa Battleship Now Set To Leave Bay Saturday 
(SAN FRANCISCO CHRONICLE 24 MAY 12) ... Vivian Ho 

RICHMOND -- The USS Iowa is scheduled to embark on 
its final voyage through the bay Saturday, nearly a week after 
iffy weather at sea postponed its departure. 

The country's last World War II-era battleship will be 
towed from the Port of Richmond, where officials from the 
nonprofit Pacific Battleship Center have been preparing it for 
its journey, to the Port of Los Angeles, where it will live out 
the rest of its days as a floating interactive museum. 

The battleship had been set to begin the three-day journey 
Sunday, but rough weather along the coast forced a delay, said 
Bob Rogers, a spokesman for the battleship center. 

Now the ship is scheduled to sail under the Golden Gate 
Bridge for the last time a day before the span's 75th 
anniversary. The hoopla around that event meant plans for a 
procession and ship escorts out of the bay for the Iowa had to 
be canceled. 

The bright side, Rogers said, is that the timing is "very 
fitting." 

The Golden Gate Bridge holds special meaning for 
military personnel as a symbol of home, Rogers said. That was 
especially true for veterans of World War II, when naval 
installations ringed the bay. 

"It was emotional when they went under it because they 
knew they were going out to war," Rogers said. "But when 
they came back, they just immediately knew they were home 
again when they saw the Golden Gate." 

The Iowa was built in 1943 and served in World War II 
and the Korean War. It patrolled the Persian Gulf in the late 

1980s and became known as "the Ship of Presidents" for 
carrying three U.S. heads of state during its 69-year-history. 

The Iowa was also the scene of one of the Navy's worst 
peacetime disasters, when 47 Sailors died in a turret explosion 
during gunnery practice off Puerto Rico in 1989. 

The ship has been docked in the Suisun Bay mothball 
fleet since 2001. Some naval enthusiasts hoped to transform it 
into a museum on San Francisco's waterfront, but the Board of 
Supervisors voted against the idea in 2005. 

Instead, the ship will be a museum in Los Angeles. The 
Pacific Battleship Center raised more than $8 million to make 
the museum a reality, officials said. 

The center will be tracking the Iowa on its website, 
www.pacificbattleship.com, for the duration of its three-day 
journey. 

Battleship's Schedule 
The USS Iowa is slated to leave the Bay Area for the last 

time Saturday. Here's a tentative schedule: 

 11 a.m. - The Iowa departs the Port of Richmond. 

 11 a.m. to noon - Ship travels from Richmond Inner 
Harbor to the Richmond Long Wharf. 

 1 to 2 p.m. - The battleship passes Angel Island. 

 2 to 3 p.m. - Iowa sails under the Golden Gate 
Bridge. 

Photo Gallery – USS Iowa Final Days 
(CONTRA COSTA (CA) TIMES 24 MAY 12) 
View Gallery (17 Photos) 
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53. Scott Carpenter Recalls Early Space Mission On USS Intrepid 
(USA TODAY 24 MAY 12) ... William M. Welch 

Fifty years after he was plucked from the Atlantic Ocean 
and deposited on the deck of the USS Intrepid, pioneering 
astronaut Scott Carpenter marked the anniversary of his three 
orbits of Earth and tense re-entry with a return to the ship that 
brought him to safety. 

"I've got a soft spot in my heart for that ship," says 
Carpenter, 87, a former Navy test pilot who became one of the 
original seven Project Mercury astronauts and the second 
American to orbit the planet. 

The aircraft carrier, like Carpenter, is in its retirement 
years, and it was the scene Thursday of a ceremony recalling 
Carpenter's almost five-hour flight. The ship is now a military 
museum at a dock in New York City. 

Carpenter's Aurora 7 mission came three months after 
John Glenn's first American orbital flight as the United States 
pursued the Soviet Union in the Cold War race to outer space. 
Carpenter's flight is most remembered for the drama-filled re-
entry, when his tiny space capsule overshot its target by 250 
miles. 

The expected communications blackout as the capsule re-
entered the atmosphere lasted nine minutes, more than twice 
the length of Glenn's blackout period. The worried nation 
waited tensely for word of his fate, and President Kennedy's 
White House kept an open phone line to NASA's mission 
headquarters. 

After splashing down, Carpenter was afloat beyond line-
of-sight radio communications. NASA waited 40 minutes 
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before announcing to the world that Carpenter was alive. He 
climbed out of his capsule and waited in a raft for a helicopter 
to hoist him out of the sea. 

"I was alone, but I didn't worry about that," Carpenter said 
in a recent interview. "My mind was busy reviewing that 
marvelous and recent experience." 

His flight of just under five hours was so much fun, he 
said, "I got a little tired of having to talk to the ground 
(mission control) so much." 

"I was very happy to see that it all ended successfully," 
Carpenter said. "It got the United States back in the space 
race. We were tied with the Soviet Union, and that was 
important." 

Carpenter and Glenn are the only survivors among the 
original seven U.S. astronauts, and neither Carpenter's flight 
nor name are as well remembered as those of Glenn, who later 
served as U.S. senator from Ohio and celebrated the 50th 
anniversary of his flight on Feb. 12. 

"I know that first flights get the attention, but each flight 
builds on the one before it," Glenn, 90, said in recent 
interview. "That's the way we make progress." 

Carpenter and Glenn worked closely together — 
Carpenter was Glenn's backup, meaning he was both 
understudy and alter-ego, Glenn recalled, before getting his 
own ride on the next mission. "Scott did a marvelous job for 
me," Glenn said. 

One of the most memorable quotations of the early space 
age was Carpenter's words broadcast around the world from 
mission control during the final seconds before Glenn's blast 
off: "Godspeed, John Glenn." 

Besides asking for divine help, Carpenter was praying for 
speed: The two previous NASA flights had been suborbital, 

and to circle the planet the launch rocket needed to obtain 
orbital velocity, more than 17,500 miles an hour. 

"It came straight from the heart," Carpenter said. "What 
John needed sitting on that rocket ready to ride was speed, 
more than any of his predecessors had had. … It had special 
meaning. It was appropriate." 

The ceremony was among several marking Carpenter's 
anniversary over several days. He was being honored by Swiss 
watchmaker Breitling, which built a special 24-hour watch 
Carpenter wore on his orbital flight and later produced a Scott 
Carpenter special edition Cosmonaute timepiece. 

Susan Marenoff-Zausner, president of the Intrepid 
museum, says ship lore has it that once his initial debriefing 
and doctor's exam were conducted, Carpenter sat down to a 
dinner of two steaks, prepared by the Intrepid crew. 

"It was kind of exciting," recalls John Olivera, 71, a 
retired New Jersey police officer who was a seaman on the 
Intrepid then. "He was whisked away quickly" 

For Carpenter and Glenn, the end of the space shuttle 
program is an unhappy development. Glenn says "we've 
gotten ourselves into a lousy situation," relying on the 
Russians to transport American astronauts to the International 
Space Station. Carpenter left NASA after his flight and 
explored under the ocean as part of the Navy's SEALAB 
program. 

"Failure to explore space is a failure of global 
importance," Carpenter says. "It's not a Russian effort, not a 
Chinese effort, not an American effort to explore space. It's an 
effort for humanity. And if we back off and don't investigate 
our location in the solar system, it's a loss felt globally." 
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54. Bin Laden Film Got No Special Ops Help: U.S. Admiral 
(REUTERS 24 MAY 12) ... Phil Stewart and Mark Hosenball 

WASHINGTON - The U.S. admiral who oversaw the 
operation to kill Osama bin Laden denied on Thursday that he 
or his staff helped advise Hollywood film makers shooting a 
movie about last year's secret raid to kill the al Qaeda leader. 

A conservative legal group this week made public 
documents which it said showed how the Obama 
administration arranged special access to top officials for film 
makers Kathryn Bigelow and Mark Boal, the director and 
screenwriter of "The Hurt Locker," a 2008 film about the Iraq 
war that won the Academy Award for Best Picture. 

Judicial Watch said the documents indicated that the 
Pentagon granted Bigelow and Boal access to a "planner, 
Operator and Commander of SEAL Team Six," the Navy 
commando unit that carried out the raid during which bin 
Laden was killed in Abbottabad, Pakistan, where he 
apparently had lived for years. 

But Admiral William McRaven, who commanded the 
mission and was later promoted to head the U.S. military's 
Special Operations Command (USSOCOM), denied anyone 
from USSOCOM dealt with the filmmakers in any way. 

"I ... had no interaction, neither has anyone at USSOCOM 
had any interaction, with folks that are making this movie," 
McRaven told reporters, speaking a press conference in 
Tampa, Florida. "We have not provided any planners." 

The most revealing document obtained by Judicial Watch 
is a 16-page transcript of a July 15, 2011 meeting between the 
two filmmakers and Michael Vickers, Undersecretary of 
Defense for Intelligence and one of the key administration 
officials involved in the bin Laden operation. 

In the transcript, Vickers says that the Pentagon was 
willing to "make a guy available" to them who "was involved 
from the beginning as a planner; a SEAL Team Six Operator 
and Commander." 

Upon hearing this, screenwriter Mark Boal exclaimed: 
"That's dynamite." Director Kathryn Bigelow said: "That's 
incredible," according to the transcript. 

A Defense Department official, speaking on condition of 
anonymity, acknowledged McRaven's command offered to 
make available a "planner" who was not a current member of 
SEAL Team Six as a possible point of contact for additional 
information, if instructed by the Pentagon to do so. 

But the official said the Defense Department did not grant 
the filmmakers access to that individual "nor to our knowledge 
was it pursued by the filmmakers." 

The film project, titled "Zero Dark Thirty" about the May 
2011 raid on bin Laden's compound, became a focus of 
controversy last year when New York Times columnist 
Maureen Dowd reported that its producers planned to release 
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it weeks before the November 6 election in which President 
Barack Obama is seeking a second term in office. 

The release has been pushed back to December. 
Boal last year denied the film was tied to any political 

party, noting the killing of bin Laden was "an American 
triumph, both heroic and non-partisan." 

White House spokesman Tommy Vietor noted on 
Wednesday that it was common practice to help authors, 
reporters and film makers working on projects related to the 
president "to make sure the facts are correct." 

"We do not discuss classified information. The 
information that the White House provided about the bin 

Laden raid was focused on the President's role in that 
decision-making process," Vietor said. "The same information 
was given to the White House press corps." 

McRaven played down the sensitivity of the mechanics of 
the raid itself. 

"There was nothing frankly overly sensitive about the 
raid. We did 11 other raids much like that in Afghanistan that 
night," McRaven said. 

"From a military standpoint, this was a standard raid and 
really not very sexy." 
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OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
55. Why They Serve--'If Not Me, Then Who?' 
After more than a decade of war, remarkable men and women are still stepping forward. 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 25 MAY 12) ... Tom Manion 

I served in the military for 30 years. But it was impossible 
to fully understand the sacrifices of our troops and their 
families until April 29, 2007, the day my son, First Lt. Travis 
Manion, was killed in Iraq. 

Travis was just 26 years old when an enemy sniper's 
bullet pierced his heart after he had just helped save two 
wounded comrades. Even though our family knew the risks of 
Travis fighting on the violent streets of Fallujah, being 
notified of his death on a warm Sunday afternoon in 
Doylestown, Pa., was the worst moment of our lives. 

While my son's life was relatively short, I spend every 
day marveling at his courage and wisdom. Before his second 
and final combat deployment, Travis said he wanted to go 
back to Iraq in order to spare a less-experienced Marine from 
going in his place. His words--"If not me, then who . . . "--
continue to inspire me. 

My son is one of thousands to die in combat since the 
terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001. Because of their 
sacrifices, as well as the heroism of previous generations, 
Memorial Day 2012 should have tremendous importance to 
our entire nation, with an impact stretching far beyond one day 
on the calendar. 

In Afghanistan, tens of thousands of American troops 
continue to sweat, fight and bleed. In April alone, 35 U.S. 
troops were killed there, including Army Capt. Nick Rozanski, 
36, who made the difficult decision to leave his wife and 
children to serve our country overseas. 

"My brother didn't necessarily have to go to Afghanistan," 
Spc. Alex Rozanski, Nick's younger brother and fellow Ohio 
National Guard soldier, said. "He chose to because he felt an 
obligation." 

Sgt. Devin Snyder "loved being a girly-girl, wearing her 
heels and carrying her purses," according to her mother, 
Dineen Snyder. But Sgt. Snyder, 20, also took it upon herself 
to put on an Army uniform and serve in the mountains of 
northeastern Afghanistan as a military police officer. She was 
killed by an enemy roadside bomb, alongside three fellow 
soldiers and a civilian contractor, on June 4, 2011. 

Air Force Tech. Sgt. Daniel Douville was an explosive 
ordnance disposal technician, doing an incredibly dangerous 
job depicted in "The Hurt Locker." He was a loving husband 

and father of three children. "He was my best friend," his wife, 
LaShana Douville, said. "He was a good person." 

Douville, 33, was killed in a June 26, 2011, explosion in 
Afghanistan's Helmand province, where some of the fiercest 
fighting of the decade-long conflict continues to this day. 

When my son died in Iraq, his U.S. Naval Academy 
roommate, Brendan Looney, was in the middle of BUD/S 
(basic underwater demolition) training to become a Navy 
SEAL. Devastated by his good friend's death, Brendan called 
us in anguish, telling my wife and me that losing Travis was 
too much for him to handle during the grueling training 
regimen. 

Lt. Brendan Looney overcame his grief to become "Honor 
Man" of his SEAL class, and he served in Iraq before later 
deploying to Afghanistan. On Sept. 21, 2010, after completing 
58 combat missions, Brendan died with eight fellow warriors 
when their helicopter crashed in Zabul province. He was 29. 
Brendan and Travis now rest side-by-side in Section 60 of 
Arlington National Cemetery. 

"The friendship between First Lt. Travis Manion and Lt. 
Brendan Looney reflects the meaning of Memorial Day: 
brotherhood, sacrifice, love of country," President Obama said 
at Arlington on Memorial Day 2011. "And it is my fervent 
prayer that we may honor the memory of the fallen by living 
out those ideals every day of our lives, in the military and 
beyond." 

But the essence of our country, which makes me even 
prouder than the president's speech, is the way our nation's 
military families continue to serve. Even after more than a 
decade of war, these remarkable men and women are still 
stepping forward. 

As the father of a fallen Marine, I hope Americans will 
treat this Memorial Day as more than a time for pools to open, 
for barbecues or for a holiday from work. It should be a 
solemn day to remember heroes who made the ultimate 
sacrifice, and also a stark reminder that our country is still at 
war. 

For the Rozanskis, Snyders, Douvilles, Looneys and 
thousands more like us, every day is Memorial Day. If the rest 
of the nation joins us to renew the spirit of patriotism, service 
and sacrifice, perhaps America can reunite, on this day of 
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reverence, around the men and women who risk their lives to 
defend it. 

Col. Manion, USMCR (Ret.), is on the board of the Travis 
Manion Foundation, which assists veterans and the families of 
the fallen. 
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56. The Quality Of Mercy 
(HUFFINGTON POST 24 MAY 12) ... John P. Howe, III 

As Americans remember the sacrifices of our military on 
Memorial Day, I also recall the thousands of Project HOPE 
volunteers dispatched across the globe over the years to bring 
health and healing to foreign shores. I also think of those 
heading overseas this summer as part of "Pacific Partnership 
2012," the Asia-Pacific region's largest civic assistance 
program. 

Asian sea lanes already carry millions of tons of goods, 
including oil, that power the global economy and will only 
become more important as rising India and China assume 
more prominent roles in the global economy. Piracy and 
territorial disputes are already creating waves in volatile Asian 
waters, and the risk of accidental conflict among regional 
powers seems to be rising. 

But for the next four-and-a-half months, those turbulent 
waters will witness a vision of peace, not war, as the U.S. 
Navy hospital ship, the USNS Mercy, with its hulking 
whitewashed lines and large red cross painted on the stern, 
arrives in Indonesia, the Philippines, Vietnam, and Cambodia. 

The plan: bring medical, dental, and other humanitarian 
aid to the people in needy coastal communities. 

"Pacific Partnership 2012" is more than a humanitarian 
effort -- it is designed to hone common skills and 
collaboration that U.S. and regional powers could quickly 
bring to bear in the event of a new natural disaster. 

Volunteer doctors, nurses and allied health professionals 
from Project HOPE, and other U.S. --based NGOs, will travel 
on Mercy's voyage. Among the HOPE volunteers traveling the 
narrow hallways of the Mercy will be general surgeons, 
anesthesiologists, internal medicine specialists, general 
practitioners, pediatricians, pharmacists, midwives and nurses. 

For our organization, the mission represents a return to 
our roots. For years, we operated the SS HOPE, a hospital ship 
which toured the developing world providing medical care to 
populations with access to only the most rudimentary health 
care. The great white vessel was gifted in 1958 by President 
Dwight D. Eisenhower to be used for medical humanitarian 
missions. 

At the time, the Cold War was at its most chill; Ike was 
getting ready to move out of the White House and HOPE 
founder, Dr. William Walsh, one of the President's physicians, 
convinced him to donate a Navy ship to be outfitted as a 
floating hospital to treat patients, especially children, in the 
underdeveloped world. It would be dubbed "the most 
welcomed ship in the world" and when it was retired in 1974 -
- after 11 voyages -- Project HOPE cemented its legacy with 
new land-based missions. 

Decades later, the U.S. Navy's ship-based Humanitarian 
Civic Assistance program deploys the USNS Mercy to Asia 

and Oceania and the USNS Comfort to Latin America and the 
Caribbean. Combined, the two vessels are the world's fifth 
largest hospital. The ships have a staggering potential not just 
to save lives, but also to teach families and health care 
professionals how to build stronger and healthier 
communities. 

Our return to Indonesian shores echoes the promise of 
HOPE's 1960 inaugural voyage to Ambon Island in Indonesia. 
The SS HOPE and its medical volunteers made a yearlong 
voyage which also stopped in Vietnam. A three-year-old girl 
named Harati on Ambon Island had not been able to take her 
first steps until Project HOPE found a berth in the island's 
harbor. Disabled by a polio-like disease and given no chance 
of ever walking, Harati was outfitted with a splint and a pair of 
crutches aboard the SS HOPE, and began a course of physical 
therapy under the direction of an Indonesian therapist trained 
by HOPE volunteers. With her mother watching, amazed, 
Harati was soon taking her first steps. 

The current mission is HOPE's 23rd with the U.S. Navy 
worldwide since the Mercy set sail to respond to the 
Indonesian tsunami seven years ago. Since then, personnel 
from the U.S. Navy, HOPE and other NGOs have cared for 
more than 750,000 patients, performing over 10,000 surgeries 
and training over 200,000 health care workers and individuals. 

For the next four months, 100 HOPE volunteers will 
embark the Mercy for East Asian shores lined with parents 
holding anxious children and hoping for free surgery that only 
the mission's U.S.-trained specialists can perform on the 
1,000-bed ship equipped with 12 operating rooms. Men and 
women will seek medicine for ailments that inhibit their 
ability to work and make a living, and American medical 
volunteers will again be amazed at how much their medical 
counterparts in developing nations have to do with so little. 
HOPE volunteers will return home to their hospitals and 
practices in the U.S. with insights and life lessons that will be 
applied in hospitals and clinics across this nation, benefitting 
the country and further nourishing the great potential of 
medical diplomacy for generations to come. 

Eisenhower knew the cost of war and the deprivation it 
spawns. In his first term in 1953, he said: "Every gun that is 
made, every warship launched, every rocket fired signifies, in 
the final sense, a theft from those who hunger and are not fed, 
those who are cold and are not clothed." 

But more than half a century after his gift of an aging 
ship, the U.S. Navy and dedicated Project Hope volunteer 
medical professionals and educators are proving that from 
military strength can flow goodness. 

John P. Howe, III, M.D. is President and CEO of Project 
HOPE. 
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57. Once More On The Law Of The Sea 
(NEW YORK TIMES 25 MAY 12) 

There are few things the environmental community and 
the oil and gas industry agree on. But here is one: the need for 
the United States to join the Law of the Sea Convention, a 
worthy global agreement that the Senate has stubbornly 
refused to ratify for nearly 30 years. 

Senator John Kerry, the chairman of the Foreign 
Relations Committee, is determined to try once again to win 
approval. The treaty has been in force since 1994, but the 
United States cannot join in its deliberations. 

The treaty is as sensible a document as one can imagine. 
Written under United Nations auspices in 1982, and since 
ratified by 162 countries and the European Union, it gives 
each nation control over its coastal waters — a 200-mile 
“exclusive economic zone” — and then sets up rules 
governing everything from navigation to deep-sea mining. 

Yet over the years, a small group of cranky right-wingers 
and xenophobic activists have managed to bully Senate 
leaders into inaction. They claim that the treaty somehow 
infringes national sovereignty by agreeing to negotiated rules 

on shipping, environmental protection and mining — in 
international waters. 

On Wednesday, in the first of a series of committee 
hearings designed to rally support, Secretary of State Hillary 
Rodham Clinton, Defense Secretary Leon Panetta and Gen. 
Martin Dempsey, the chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, all 
pressed the case for ratification. 

Mrs. Clinton made the economic case, one also made by 
petroleum and mining interests. By refusing to ratify the 
treaty, she said, the United States will not have a seat at the 
table when the time comes to negotiate claims to the vast oil 
and gas resources that are believed to lie in Arctic waters 
outside each nation’s exclusive economic zone — deposits 
that are becoming more accessible as the earth warms and the 
ice melts. 

Mr. Panetta and General Dempsey emphasized the 
security benefits, arguing that the treaty provides a mechanism 
for resolving disputes over strategically important waterways 
like the Strait of Hormuz. “Frankly,” Mr. Panetta said, “I don’t 
think this is a close call.” It really never has been. 
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58. Sea Sick 
GOP senators should back the oceans treaty 
(PITTSBURGH POST-GAZETTE 25 MAY 12) ... Editorial 

Some senators and the administration of President Barack 
Obama are making a strong new push to bring the United 
States in line with most of the world in signing and ratifying 
the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea. 

Negotiated in 1982 and signed by 161 states and the 
European Union, the pact governs relations between nations in 
oceans, seas and other waterways beyond their national 
boundaries and territorial limits. The United States and 15 
other countries, including Israel, Kyrgyzstan and Venezuela, 
have not signed or ratified it. 

It has been put before the U.S. Senate numerous times 
over the past 30 years with support from both Republican and 
Demcratic presidents. Each time, however, it has been blocked 
from signature and ratification by a group of conservative 
senators from states including Idaho, Oklahoma, Tennessee, 
Texas and Utah, who contend that the United States would be 
giving up some of its sovereignty by bowing to this 
international accord. 

The argument in favor of participation is the classic one 
of the United States needing to have a voice and a role in 
agreements that maintain orderly relations among states. The 
part of the Earth's surface covered by waters included in the 
Law of the Sea Convention is roughly two-thirds. 

Secretary of Defense Leon E. Panetta, Secretary of State 
Hillary R. Clinton, and Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff 

Gen. Martin E. Dempsey argued before the Senate Wednesday 
that America's national strategic interests continue to be 
adversely affected by the absence of U.S. participation in Law 
of the Sea deliberations. 

Perhaps the most pressing and most challenging issue in 
which the U.S. government is hampered in defending its 
political, economic and commercial interests by the lack of 
participation in Law of the Sea deliberations is the jurisdiction 
and use of the Arctic Ocean. The melting of the arctic ice 
makes access to its mineral resources, including oil and gas, 
and passage through it an area of intense U.S. interest. 

Other sensitive ocean areas include the South China Sea, 
where the United States is involved in arm-wrestling with the 
Chinese, and the Straits of Hormuz, which is critical to the 
passage of oil out of the Middle East. 

It's no wonder that businesses and trade groups, including 
the U.S. Chamber of Commerce, support the pact. Top 
military leaders say being part of the accord will strengthen 
the nation's naval power and give it greater navigational rights. 

Yet it is the nature of today's Senate that a few narrow-
thinking, ideological lawmakers can block passage of things 
that are so critical to the country as a whole. The ratification of 
the Law of the Sea should not continue to be one of these. 
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59. No Money For LOST 
Law of the Sea Treaty costs American sovereignty 
(WASHINGTON TIMES 24 MAY 12) ... Rep. Gus Bilirakis 

Between secret deals with Russia to weaken our missile 
defense, the relaxation of conditions on military aid to Egypt, 
and the granting of visas to the progeny of a dictatorial Cuban 

regime - just to name a few troubling actions - the current 
administration’s flippant attitude toward America’s 
sovereignty and its role on the world stage is a major cause for 
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concern. This concern is not eased by the administration’s 
latest efforts: a push to ratify the United Nations‘ Law of the 
Sea Treaty. 

The Law of the Sea Treaty seeks to regulate and limit the 
use of the world’s oceans for commercial use and 
environmental management and would determine the extent to 
which national territory extends off a nation’s coasts. In doing 
so, the treaty ignores centuries of already established 
international practices regarding freedom of navigation on the 
seas and would empower multiple U.N.-established 
bureaucracies. 

One cannot be assured that these bureaucracies will fight 
for the best interests of responsible international actors or of 
the sea itself. This is particularly troubling when keeping in 
mind the dubious track records of other U.N. commissions, 
such as allowing known human rights abusers to lead the U.N. 
Commission on Human Rights. 

Across a number of Congresses, the United States has 
long resisted the restrictions that would be imposed by the 
Law of the Sea Treaty, and for good reasons. However, the 
current administration chooses to continue its pattern of 
ignoring sensible precedent. Instead, it is pressing the Senate 
to ratify international standards that would encourage 
encroachment by foreign actors, burden and constrain the U.S. 
Navy and subject the United States to international judgments. 

The U.S. House of Representatives recently adopted 
legislative language that limits federal funding from being 
used by any institution or organization established by the 
Convention on the Law of the Sea. The U.S. Senate should 
follow the House of Representatives’ lead by rejecting any 
attempt to implement the Law of the Sea Treaty and sacrifice 
more of our country’s sovereignty. 

Rep. Gus Bilirakis, Florida Republican, is a member of 
the House Foreign Affairs Committee. 
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On This Day In The Navy: 
1812: USS United States (CAPT Stephen Decatur) captures HMS Macedonian. 
 

TOP STORIES: 
1. Largest U.S.-Israel Military Drill Under Way 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 24 OCT 12) ... Daniel Estrin 

TEL AVIV, Israel -- The U.S. and Israel simulated rocket attacks during their largest-ever joint military drill Wednesday, just as 
real ones fired from Gaza exploded in southern Israel. 

 
2. Envoy Announces Tentative Cease-Fire In Syria, But Doubts Remain 
(NEW YORK TIMES 25 OCT 12) ... Neil MacFarquhar 

BEIRUT, Lebanon — Lakhdar Brahimi, the envoy trying to broker a peace deal in Syria, on Wednesday announced a seemingly 
unlikely cease-fire between the two sides to mark the main Muslim holiday of the year, and the United Nations Security Council 
unanimously endorsed his effort. 

 
3. Japan, China Diplomats Meet Amid Territorial Dispute 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 25 OCT 12) ... Yuka Hayashi 

TOKYO—The Japanese and Chinese governments are intensifying back-channel efforts to mend their tattered bilateral ties, after 
weeks of public bickering surrounding disputed islands. 

 

ASIA – PACIFIC: 
4. Japan Sees New Chinese Actions Near Disputed Isles 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 24 OCT 12) ... Eric Talmadge 

TOKYO -- Chinese ships entered waters near a group of disputed islands for the first time in three weeks Thursday, prompting a 
strong protest from Japan, which says China's air force has also sharply increased its operations in the area. 

 
5. Japan, U.S. To Work On Reviewing Members' Off-Duty Activity Rules 
(KYODO NEWS 25 OCT 12) 

TOKYO -- Japanese and U.S. officials agreed Thursday to work closely toward reviewing rules governing U.S. service members' 
off-duty activities as a preventive measure following the alleged rape of a Japanese woman by two U.S. Navy members in Okinawa. 

 
6. S. Korea Starts North-Focused Military Exercise 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 25 OCT 12) 

SEOUL — South Korea on Thursday kicked off an annual, large-scale military exercise aimed at countering threats from North 
Korea at a time of heightened cross-border tensions. 

 
7. U.S. Spending Shifts To Demands Of Asia-Pacific Theater 
(DEFENSE NEWS 24 OCT 12) ... Marcus Weisgerber 

The U.S. Defense Department plans to purchase weapons and equipment geared to combat in the Asia-Pacific, a maritime-heavy 
region that will require long-range, stealthy systems that were rarely used over the past decade of combat. 

 

MIDEAST: 
8. Syrian Rebels Warily Accept Foreign Fighters' Help 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 24 OCT 12) ... Hamza Hendawi 

ALEPPO, Syria -- The presence of foreign Islamic militants battling Syria's regime is raising concerns over the possible injection 
of al-Qaida's influence into the country's civil war. 
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9. Not Supplying Stinger Missiles To Syrian Rebels: U.S. 
(REUTERS 24 OCT 12) ... Phil Stewart and Andrew Quinn 

WASHINGTON -- The United States said on Wednesday it has not supplied Stinger missiles to Syrian rebel forces and appeared 
to question Russian assertions that the U.S.-made surface-to-air missiles had made their way into the opposition's hands. 

 
10. Israel And Hamas Escalate Fighting Across The Border 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 25 OCT 12) ... Joshua Mitnick 

TEL AVIV—Gaza militants sent dozens of rockets into Israel on Wednesday as Israeli airstrikes killed four Palestinian fighters, 
in a dangerous escalation of cross-border fighting that began just hours after the end of a landmark visit to the coastal enclave by the 
Emir of Qatar. 

 
11. Iran Weighs Tougher Line In Stalled Nuclear Talks 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 24 OCT 12) ... Ali Akbar Dareini 

TEHRAN, Iran -- Iran is weighing a more confrontational strategy at possible renewed nuclear talks with world powers, 
threatening to boost levels of uranium enrichment unless the West makes clear concessions to ease sanctions. 

 
12. Cyberspace The New Frontier In Iran's War With Foes 
(REUTERS 24 OCT 12) ... Peter Apps 

WASHINGTON -- Two years after the Stuxnet computer worm attacked its nuclear program, Iran is increasingly turning to cyber 
warfare itself in a growing, stealthy confrontation with its enemies. 

 

AFRICA: 
13. Panetta: Cannot Let Al-Qaida Hide In N. Africa 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 24 OCT 12) ... Lolita C. Baldor 

WASHINGTON -- Senior U.S. defense leaders are working with allies on a plan to deal with al-Qaida- linked militants in Mali 
and elsewhere in the North Africa region, with American assistance likely to center on intelligence and logistical support and not 
troops on the ground. 

 
14. E-Mails Offer Glimpse At What U.S. Knew In First Hours After Attack In Libya 
(NEW YORK TIMES 25 OCT 12) ... Eric Schmitt 

WASHINGTON — A series of three leaked e-mails sent by State Department officials beginning shortly after the fatal attack 
began on the American diplomatic compound in Benghazi, Libya, last month — including one that alerted the White House Situation 
Room that a militant group had claimed responsibility for it — stirred new debate on Wednesday about the Obama administration’s 
shifting positions on the cause of the attack. 

 
15. Tunisia: Reported Consulate Suspect Arrested 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 24 OCT 12) ... Bouazza Ben Bouazza 

TUNIS, Tunisia -- A Tunisian man who was arrested in Turkey this month with reported links to the attack on a U.S. consulate in 
Libya is facing terrorism charges, his lawyer said Wednesday, as an Egyptian official said a militant suspected of involvement was 
killed in clashes in Cairo. 

 
16. Dutch Warship Destroys Pirate 'Mother Ship' 
(ABC NEWS 24 OCT 12) ... Luis Martinez 

Somali pirates may not be as active as they once were in the waters off of east Africa, but they still pose a significant danger to 
anyone who crosses their path. As a group of alleged pirates learned today, however, AK 47s are no match for the power of a NATO 
warship. 

 

AFGHANISTAN: 
17. Taliban Leader Says Insider Attacks Will Increase 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 24 OCT 12) ... Slobodan Lekic 

KABUL, Afghanistan -- Taliban insurgents will increase the number of insider attacks against coalition and Afghan forces, which 
have resulted in the deaths of at least 52 foreign troops so far this year, the movement's reclusive leader said Wednesday. 

 
18. Reporting A Fearful Rift Between Afghans And Americans 
(AT WAR (NEW YORK TIMES) 25 OCT 12) ... Alissa J. Rubin 

SISAY OUTPOST, Afghanistan -- How far is Kabul from the war? These days, if you drive south or west, no more than an hour 
and a half. You can go and be back for dinner -- if you aren’t kidnapped or blown up. 
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ALLIED NAVIES: 
19. Smaller Naval Programs Garner Great Attention 
(DEFENSE NEWS 24 OCT 12) ... Christopher P. Cavas 

PARIS — With so few new programs announced in the naval construction world, it’s only natural that when any customer with 
funding wants a new ship, some major players come running. 

 

COUNTERTERRORISM: 
20. Shifting Mood May End Blank Check For U.S. Security Efforts 
(NEW YORK TIMES 25 OCT 12) ... Scott Shane 

WASHINGTON — Last week, a Bangladeshi student was charged in an F.B.I. sting operation with plotting to blow up the 
Federal Reserve Bank in New York. A Somali-American man was convicted of sending young recruits from Minneapolis to a terrorist 
group in Somalia. In Libya, extremists responsible for the killing of four Americans last month in Benghazi remained at large. 

 
21. Brennan Reshaped Anti-Terror Strategy 
CIA veteran emerges at core of effort to cement process for lethal action 
(WASHINGTON POST 25 OCT 12) ... Karen DeYoung 

In his windowless White House office, presidential counterterrorism adviser John O. Brennan is compiling the rules for a war the 
Obama administration believes will far outlast its own time in office, whether that is just a few more months or four more years. 

 

SURFACE FLEET: 
22. NASSCO Delivers Cargo Ship Cesar Chavez To Navy 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 24 OCT 12) ... Gary Robbins 

General Dynamics NASSCO delivered the cargo ship Cesar Chavez to the Navy Wednesday, ending a decade-long program in 
which the San Diego shipyard built 14 vessels for the Military Sealift Command. 

 

SUBMARINES: 
23. Submarine USS Minnesota To Be Christened Saturday 
(ST. PAUL PIONEER PRESS 24 OCT 12) ... Joseph Lindberg 

The U.S. Navy's newest fighting vessel, the USS Minnesota, will be christened Saturday, Oct. 27, nearly five years after 
construction began on the nuclear-powered submarine. 

 

AVIATION: 
24. Lockheed Sees "Great Progress" On F-35 Fighter 
(REUTERS 24 OCT 12) ... Andrea Shalal-Esa 

WASHINGTON -- Lockheed Martin Corp. on Wednesday said it was making "great progress" on the F-35 fighter jet program, 
with F-35 deliveries exceeding those of F-16 fighters and C-130J transport planes combined for the first time in the third quarter. 

 

TECHNOLOGY: 
25. Path For Directed Energy Tricky, Stackley Says 
(DEFENSE DAILY 25 OCT 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

Fielding directed energy weapons in the future remains a challenge for the Navy as it continues to develop a “roadmap” for 
bringing the technology to the warfighter and examining how it would operate on ships, the service’s acquisition chief said yesterday. 

 

CYBER: 
26. Lockheed, Intel, Others Team Up To Tackle Cyber Challenges 
(REUTERS 24 OCT 12) ... Andrea Shalal-Esa 

WASHINGTON -- Five U.S. technology companies, including top weapons maker Lockheed Martin Corp and chip maker Intel, 
plan to team up to tackle "grand challenges" in cyberspace amid growing concerns about computer security. 
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BUSINESS: 
27. Lockheed, Northrop And Boeing Beat Forecasts, General Dynamics Misses 
(REUTERS 24 OCT 12) ... Andrea Shalal-Esa 

WASHINGTON -- Three of the biggest U.S. weapons makers beat third-quarter earnings forecasts on Wednesday and raised their 
guidance for the full year, although the specter of additional U.S. defense budget cuts continued to cloud the industry's outlook for 
2013. 

 

LEGAL: 
28. USS Cole Hearing Delayed Due To Hurricane 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 24 OCT 12) 

A preliminary hearing about the USS Cole bombing on the U.S. naval base in Guantanamo, Cuba, was delayed Wednesday due to 
an approaching hurricane, the Pentagon said. 

 

COMMENTARY: 
29. Syria Spreads Its War 
Murdered Lebanese leader Wissam al-Hassan foresaw Bashar al-Assad’s provocation. 
(WASHINGTON POST 25 OCT 12) ... Editorial 

During a visit to Washington in late August, Gen. Wissam al-Hassan, the intelligence chief of Lebanon’s internal security forces, 
offered a grim assessment of the civil war raging in neighboring Syria and its likely impact on the region. Dictator Bashar al-Assad, he 
told us, still had a chance to outlast the rebellion against him, though “it will take a couple of years and more than 100,000 killed.” For 
the Assad regime, he added, “one of the solutions of the Syrian conflict is to move it outside Syria. He survives by making it a 
regional conflict.” 

 
30. We're Winning In Afghanistan 
Why hasn't the media noticed? 
(FOREIGN POLICY 24 OCT 12) ... Stewart Upton 

Last week, a New York Times editorial argued that it is time for U.S. forces to leave Afghanistan -- a process that it said should 
not take more than a year, a much faster timeline than the president has proposed. 

 
31. The Coming Of The America Class: A Driver Of Innovation 
(AOL DEFENSE 24 OCT 12) ... Robbin Laird 

A christening of a ship of the line is rare. When it happens, thoughts of how that ship might be used, where it might operate and 
how it might make new naval history are part of the excitement. 
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TOP STORIES: 
1. Largest U.S.-Israel Military Drill Under Way 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 24 OCT 12) ... Daniel Estrin 

TEL AVIV, Israel -- The U.S. and Israel simulated rocket 
attacks during their largest-ever joint military drill 
Wednesday, just as real ones fired from Gaza exploded in 
southern Israel. 

U.S. military officials insisted the joint exercise, called 
Austere Challenge 2012, was planned long before the latest 
flare-up between Israel and Hamas-ruled Gaza and a long-
running debate over how to deal with Iran, unrelated to 
specific threats facing Israel. 

It comes at a time when Israel and the U.S. have openly 
debated the merits of a strike on Iran's nuclear facilities, and as 
U.S. support for Israel has emerged as a central issue in the 
upcoming American presidential elections. 

In this week's presidential debate, President Barack 
Obama cited the joint drill, calling it testament to the strong 
military cooperation between the two countries. Presidential 
contender Mitt Romney has claimed that the Obama 
administration has undermined Israel as it faces threats from 
Iran and Arab countries. 

About 1,000 troops brought in from the U.S. troops are in 
Israel alongside a similar number of Israeli troops. An 
additional 2, 500 U.S. troops based in Europe and the 
Mediterranean are participating in the drill. The armies say 
they are practicing their ability to work together to thwart a 
variety of threats that face Israel. The exercise will continue 
for about three weeks. 

"Make no mistake. The U.S. is 100 percent committed to 
the security of Israel. That commitment drives this exercise,” 

said U.S. Air Force Lt. Gen. Craig Franklin in a news 
conference at a training site near a beach in the Tel Aviv area. 

Reporters were invited to view a large parking lot near the 
beach where large camouflage-colored trucks and a Patriot air 
defense battery launcher were deployed for Wednesday's 
exercise simulating incoming rockets. In that simulation, 
Israeli commanders and their American counterparts identified 
an incoming rocket or enemy aircraft, then American troops 
pushed the button to activate the anti-missile launcher. 

Not far away, Israeli soldiers were operating similar 
batteries for real, as Gaza militants fired dozens of rockets at 
southern Israel. The locally made "Iron Dome" system 
knocked down eight rockets from Gaza, Israeli officials said 
Wednesday. 

Also this week, U.S. soldiers said they practiced a 
response to a chemical and biological attack on a joint Israeli-
American military convoy. In that exercise, soldiers rubbed a 
charcoal-like substance to decontaminate the imagined 
chemical and biological byproducts from army vehicles and 
personnel. 

Sgt. Gary Sabby, 26, from St. Paul, Minnesota, said he 
played a 47-year-old male suffering a seizure from the attack. 
He rolled up the sleeve of his camouflaged military fatigues to 
reveal the pinprick - above a large tattoo of a bear - where 
soldiers stuck him with an IV needle. 

"If something ever did happen, we could come together,” 
said Specialist Brandon Maroney, 23, from Dallas, Texas. 
"This joint exercise validated that we can work together." 

Return to Index 
 

2. Envoy Announces Tentative Cease-Fire In Syria, But Doubts Remain 
(NEW YORK TIMES 25 OCT 12) ... Neil MacFarquhar 

BEIRUT, Lebanon — Lakhdar Brahimi, the envoy trying 
to broker a peace deal in Syria, on Wednesday announced a 
seemingly unlikely cease-fire between the two sides to mark 
the main Muslim holiday of the year, and the United Nations 
Security Council unanimously endorsed his effort. 

Numerous do-it-yourself aspects of the plan, notably its 
voluntary nature, immediately called into question whether it 
would quiet any fighting. 

Other uncertainties included the time frame of what was 
designed to be a temporary cease-fire for the Id al-Adha, the 
Islamic Feast of Sacrifice, expected to start Friday in much of 
the Muslim world. Different nations and sects can observe the 
holiday from one to five days, however, so it was not clear 
exactly how long any truce should last. 

On a more basic level, there were questions about who 
would respect it among the warring parties. Syrian state 
television announced that Damascus was studying the 
proposal and would make an announcement on Thursday. 
Various leaders among the fractious rebels issued their own 
statements saying they doubted it would hold. 

It was also not known how a cease-fire could be enforced 
or even monitored independently — the Security Council 
ordered the withdrawal of United Nations observers last 
summer. 

Gert Rosenthal, Guatemala’s ambassador to the United 
Nations and the current rotating president of the Security 
Council, told reporters at the United Nations, “This is a 
voluntary cease-fire which Mr. Brahimi is promoting.” 

In a statement read by Mr. Rosenthal welcoming the 
proposal by Mr. Brahimi, the joint special representative for 
both the United Nations and the Arab League, the Security 
Council asked “all regional and international actors to use 
their influence on the parties concerned to facilitate the 
implementation of the cease-fire and cessation of violence.” 

The statement also said the council “called upon all 
parties, in particular on the government of the Syrian Arab 
Republic as the stronger party, to respond positively to the 
initiative of the Joint Special Representative.” It had earlier 
reiterated the Security Council demands that the Syrian 
government allow “immediate, full and unimpeded access of 
humanitarian personal to all populations in need of 
assistance.” 

The United Nations has estimated that more than two and 
a half million Syrians are in urgent need of aid because of the 
conflict’s disruptions to their daily lives. Mr. Brahimi seemed 
to be relying on both sides in the civil war, which grew out of 
a peaceful protest movement that started in March 2011, 
respecting the cease-fire on their own. 
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Speaking at a news conference in Cairo before he 
privately briefed the Security Council via a video link, Mr. 
Brahimi said that the Syrian government was poised to 
announce the cease-fire and that the rebel factions he was in 
contact with had promised to respect it as well. 

“Other factions in Syria that we were able to contact, 
leaders of fighting groups, most of them also agreed on the 
principle of the cease-fire,” Mr. Brahimi said after briefing 
Nabil Elaraby, the secretary general of the Arab League. Mr. 
Brahimi replaced Kofi Annan in September as the Syria peace 
envoy after Mr. Annan resigned in frustration over the lack of 
progress in halting the violence. 

“We hope that we can build on this initiative to be able to 
talk about a real cease-fire, a longer and stronger cease-fire,” 
Mr. Brahimi said. As he spoke, various men and women 
known for their work in international mediation efforts, 
including former President Jimmy Carter and former President 
Mary Robinson of Ireland, as well as Mr. Elaraby, stood 
behind him. 

Rebel commanders noted that while the government of 
President Bashar al-Assad in Damascus was ostensibly talking 
about a cease-fire, its forces were busy shelling rebel fighters 
and civilians in various cities, including Qusayr outside Homs 
and Maaret al-Noaman near Idlib in the north. 

The prevailing opinion among rebel commanders seemed 
to be that the government was only agreeing to a cease-fire as 

a tactical measure to regroup to try to reverse wide rebel gains, 
especially in the north. A cease-fire has been part of a six-
point peace plan first broached by Mr. Annan in March, and 
although the Damascus government has repeatedly said it 
would carry out the plan, it never did. 

“The regime doesn’t have any credibility whatsoever,” 
said Qasim Saad ad-Din, the commander of the rebel military 
council in Homs, saying that the rebels had been duped into 
accepting previous cease-fires. “Our plan is to continue 
fighting until the regime falls, God willing.” 

Mr. Saad ad-Din said he was worried that the announced 
cease-fire was more a media event than a real plan. 

“Brahimi is just a diplomat,” he said in an interview via 
Skype. “He doesn’t have a mechanism in place to execute his 
plan. Who is going to monitor the situation to make sure the 
regime is complying?” 

Other commanders said they might respect the cease-fire 
if the government met certain conditions, including the release 
of all prisoners charged with supporting the rebels and the 
lifting of the siege around major cities like Aleppo and Homs, 
as well as not maneuvering to strengthen its positions under 
the cover of a cease-fire. 

David D. Kirkpatrick contributed reporting from Cairo, 
Hania Mourtada from Beirut, and Rick Gladstone from New 
York. 

Return to Index 
 

3. Japan, China Diplomats Meet Amid Territorial Dispute 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 25 OCT 12) ... Yuka Hayashi 

TOKYO—The Japanese and Chinese governments are 
intensifying back-channel efforts to mend their tattered 
bilateral ties, after weeks of public bickering surrounding 
disputed islands. 

Even as Chinese boats continue to hover near the 
contested territory, called Senkaku in Japan and Diaoyu in 
China, top diplomats from the two nations held their second 
official meeting this month earlier this week, a senior Japanese 
official said Wednesday. 

The meeting between the No. 2 foreign ministry officials 
took place in Shanghai over the weekend, the official said. 
That followed a meeting between two diplomats one rung 
down on Oct. 11 in Tokyo. 

"Japan and China have been exchanging views over the 
current situation in regard to the Senkaku Islands on various 
levels. (The talks) were part of such moves," Osamu Fujimura, 
the Japanese government's chief spokesman, said at a press 
conference. 

China's foreign ministry spokesman, Hong Lei, declined 
to comment on the talks at his daily briefing. 

But China continues to send boats into the area, 
suggesting that the diplomatic exchanges aren't a sign that the 
tensions, which intensified in early September after the 
Japanese government bought the islands from private owners, 
have subsided. 

Five Chinese official vessels were spotted in areas just 
outside of territorial waters around the disputed islands 
Wednesday, according to the Japanese coast guard. Last week, 
China held a huge naval exercise in the East China Sea, 
displaying its military muscle with 11 vessels. 

Still, signs have emerged lately that the two sides may be 
moving to calm matters. The subtle shift is emerging amid 
growing concerns that the dispute has begun to hurt bilateral 
business ties and set off alarm among officials around the 
world that the spat between the two Asian economic giants 
might jeopardize global growth and destabilize the security of 
the entire region. 

Prominent Asia experts in the U.S.—both in and out of 
government—have in recent days made a point of trying to 
broker some kind of thaw between America's largest ally in 
the region and Asia's largest, fastest-growing power. A 
bipartisan group of four former U.S. national security officials, 
including James Steinberg and Richard Armitage, both former 
deputy secretaries of state, visited Prime Minister Yoshihiko 
Noda earlier this week to discuss the territorial issues, before 
flying to Beijing to meet Chinese officials, including State 
Councilor Dai Bingguo. 

Even during the height of the tiff, the two nations have 
held some key meetings, including one between the foreign 
ministers, Koichiro Gemba and Yang Jiechi, in New York on 
the sidelines of the United Nations General Assembly on Sept. 
26. Also in late September, senior trade officials from Japan, 
China and South Korea met in Seoul, as scheduled, to discuss 
plans to launch a trilateral free trade agreement. 

But the Chinese government has regularly made a show 
of cancelling the most important planned appearances, 
prominently scuttling visits by its central bank chief and 
finance minister earlier this month to the annual meetings of 
the International Monetary Fund, which were held this year in 
Japan. 



 7

After facing global criticism—including a public jab from 
IMF Managing Director Christine Lagarde—for its behavior, 
China may now be more willing to explore a way to dial down 
the noise. 

Following the cancellations of the high-profile 
appearances as well as numerous cultural and business 
exchanges, a few minor bilateral events have occurred as 
scheduled in recent weeks, generating glimmers of hope 
among Japanese officials. 

An exhibition of post-disaster Japanese architectural 
projects started in Hong Kong last week with the sponsorship 
of the government-funded Japan Foundation. A trilateral 
symposium on environmental education between Japan, China 
and South Korea is being held this week in Sendai in northern 
Japan, with the participation of government and private-sector 
officials. 

Of the four Chinese delegates on the list, two showed up 
in Sendai while the other two canceled, allowing the event to 
take place as scheduled. "It's not a perfect score but it's a 

passing grade," said an official for Japan's Ministry of 
Environment. 

In the talks held earlier this week, Japan's Vice Foreign 
Minister Chikao Kawai met with his Chinese counterpart in 
Shanghai as part of bilateral consultations that Tokyo and 
Beijing have maintained, Mr. Fujimura said at the press 
conference. 

He declined to provide further details of the meeting, 
including the name of the Chinese official who met with Mr. 
Kawai, the top bureaucrat of Japan's foreign ministry. 

One big question is if or when the leaders of the two 
countries will meet. Japanese officials have said they hoped 
they could stick with plans to initiate the Free Trade 
Agreement in November with China and South Korea, when 
leaders of the three nations are scheduled to meet at a regional 
summit in Cambodia. 

It's unclear, however, if China will send a top official to 
the event so soon after the country's planned leadership 
transition scheduled for early November. 

Return to Index 
 
 

ASIA – PACIFIC: 
4. Japan Sees New Chinese Actions Near Disputed Isles 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 24 OCT 12) ... Eric Talmadge 

TOKYO -- Chinese ships entered waters near a group of 
disputed islands for the first time in three weeks Thursday, 
prompting a strong protest from Japan, which says China's air 
force has also sharply increased its operations in the area. 

Japan's Coast Guard said the four Chinese surveillance 
ships were spotted within a 22-kilometer (12-nautical mile) 
zone that Tokyo considers its territorial waters near one of the 
disputed islands in the East China Sea early Thursday 
morning. 

The ships refused to leave, saying the area was Chinese 
territory, according to Atsushi Takahashi, a spokesman for the 
Coast Guard's headquarters in Okinawa, which has jurisdiction 
over the islands. He said it was the first time Chinese ships 
had entered the territorial waters since Oct. 3. 

Japan's Foreign Ministry lodged a strong protest with 
China's ambassador in Tokyo. 

The naval activity near the uninhabited islands called the 
Senkaku in Japan and the Diaoyu in China comes after 
officials from Japan and China held talks last week in 
Shanghai to discuss the dispute. The dispute has heightened 
tensions between the nations in recent months. 

Chinese ships have been frequenting waters near the 
islands, also claimed by Taiwan, since Japan's government 
nationalized them last month, a decision that sparked violent 

demonstrations across China. The ships have generally kept 
out of the 22-kilometer zone, however. 

Japanese air force officials, meanwhile, say there has also 
been a spike recently in Chinese air operations resulting in 
emergency "scrambles" by Japanese fighter jets to keep them 
from entering Japan's airspace. 

According to statistics released by the Defense Ministry, 
fighters were dispatched 54 times between July and September 
in response to possible incursions of Japanese airspace by 
Chinese warplanes. That was up sharply from the three 
previous months, before the tensions heightened, when there 
were 15 such scrambles. 

A ministry official said virtually all of the incidents were 
in airspace over the East China Sea. 

Both countries have been flexing their military muscles to 
bolster their claims to the islands, which are strategically 
located and surrounded by rich fishing grounds, along with 
potentially lucrative reserves of undersea natural resources. 

Last week, China held exercises involving 11 vessels 
from its East China Sea fleet and the civilian marine 
surveillance and fishery administration agencies, along with 
eight aircraft, state media said. 

While the exact location of the exercises wasn't known, 
state TV showed the vessels and aircraft operating near shore, 
not on the high seas or close to the disputed islands. 

Return to Index 
 

5. Japan, U.S. To Work On Reviewing Members' Off-Duty Activity Rules 
(KYODO NEWS 25 OCT 12) 

TOKYO -- Japanese and U.S. officials agreed Thursday 
to work closely toward reviewing rules governing U.S. service 
members' off-duty activities as a preventive measure following 
the alleged rape of a Japanese woman by two U.S. Navy 
members in Okinawa. 

At a meeting of the Japan-U.S. Joint Committee in Tokyo, 
the Japanese side expressed regret over the incident, while the 
U.S. side promised to take preventive measures in earnest, the 
Foreign Ministry said. 

It was the first such meeting held since the Oct. 16 
incident, which sparked strong protests from residents of 
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Okinawa Prefecture. The U.S. military has since imposed a 
nighttime curfew on its personnel in Japan. 

In the meeting, the Japanese side proposed more than 10 
preventive measures, including restrictions on nighttime off-
base activities for service members stationed in Japan and 
conduct for those who have travelled from the U.S. mainland 
on assignments, government sources said. 

The U.S. side conveyed to the Japanese side its plans to 
quickly review guidelines on off-duty conduct for U.S. 
military personnel and disclose its results, according to the 
sources. 

The meeting came a day after Foreign Minister Koichiro 
Gemba said he intends to make "concrete proposals" while 

noting the importance of "truly effective" preventive 
measures. 

Among the participants were Takeo Akiba, deputy 
director general of the ministry's North American Affairs 
Bureau, Ro Manabe, deputy director general of the Defense 
Ministry's Defense Policy Bureau, and Maj. Gen. Andrew 
O'Donnell, deputy commander of U.S. Forces Japan. 

The two male Navy personnel were arrested on Oct. 16 on 
suspicion of raping a woman in her 20s and causing injuries to 
her neck in the predawn hours of the day. 

The prefectural assembly has called for greater discipline 
for U.S. service members and an overhaul of the bilateral 
Status of Forces Agreement, which governs the conduct of 
U.S. military personnel in Japan. 

Return to Index 
 

6. S. Korea Starts North-Focused Military Exercise 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 25 OCT 12) 

SEOUL — South Korea on Thursday kicked off an 
annual, large-scale military exercise aimed at countering 
threats from North Korea at a time of heightened cross-border 
tensions. 

The week-long military manoeuvres will involve 240,000 
army, navy, air force and marine corps personnel, along with 
police officers, according to the Joint Chiefs of Staff (JCS). 

About 500 U.S. soldiers will also take part in the exercise, 
which Pyongyang had condemned in the past as tantamount to 
"a war of aggression.” 

Some 28,500 U.S. personnel are stationed in the South -- 
a legacy of the 1950-53 Korean War that ended with a 
ceasefire but not a peace treaty, leaving the two Koreas still 
technically at war. 

This year's Hoguk exercise has been enlarged "to prepare 
for provocations by North Korea and an all-out war, 
considering the recent security situations," the JCS said. 

It will feature drills against infiltration, regional 
provocation as well as full-scale conflict. 

With South Korea gearing up for a presidential election in 
December, tensions on the Korean peninsula have risen 
steadily in recent months. 

Pyongyang was particularly enraged by a recent U.S.-
South Korea agreement to almost triple the range of the 

South's missile systems to 800 kilometres (500 miles) to cover 
the whole of North Korea. 

The communist North slammed the deal, and warned that 
it possessed rockets capable of striking the U.S. mainland. 

Earlier this week, South Korean police barred activists 
from releasing anti-Pyongyang propaganda leaflets across the 
border after the North threatened to respond with an artillery 
barrage. 

Cross-border ties have been generally icy since Seoul 
accused Pyongyang of torpedoing one of its warships in 
March 2010 with the loss of 46 lives. 

The North denied involvement but went on to shell a 
border island in November of the same year, leaving four 
South Koreans dead. 

On Wednesday, during talks with South Korean Defence 
Minister Kim Kwan-Jin in Washington, U.S. Defence 
Secretary Leon Panetta stressed that North Korea remained "a 
serious threat" to both countries. 

"Over the past year, North Korea has continued its pattern 
of defiance and provocative actions, including the 
unsuccessful test of a ballistic missile capability," Panetta said. 

Acts of aggression or military provocation "will not be 
tolerated... and we will continue working shoulder to shoulder 
to demonstrate our combined resolve," he added. 

Return to Index 
 

7. U.S. Spending Shifts To Demands Of Asia-Pacific Theater 
(DEFENSE NEWS 24 OCT 12) ... Marcus Weisgerber 

The U.S. Defense Department plans to purchase weapons 
and equipment geared to combat in the Asia-Pacific, a 
maritime-heavy region that will require long-range, stealthy 
systems that were rarely used over the past decade of combat. 

Even as it prepares to downsize, the Pentagon plans to 
purchase fighters, unmanned aircraft and intelligence aircraft 
in the coming years, while beginning development of systems, 
such as a long-range bomber. 

“With the war in Iraq now over, and as we transition 
security responsibilities to the government of Afghanistan, we 
will release much of our military capacity that has been tied up 
there for other missions, like fostering peace and strengthening 
partnerships in the Asia-Pacific,” Deputy Defense Secretary 
Ashton Carter said during an Oct. 3 speech at the Woodrow 
Wilson Center in Washington. 

“Naval assets that will be released from Afghanistan and 
the Middle East include surface combatants, amphibious ships 
and, eventually, aircraft carriers,” he said. 

The Air Force will transition its unmanned systems, 
bomber and space forces to the Pacific, Carter said. The Air 
Force is also investing in a new aerial refueling tanker, the 
Boeing KC-46. 

At the same time, the Army and Marine Corps will be 
freed up “for new missions in other regions.” 

The Navy will install larger launch tubes in new Virginia-
class submarines that will allow the vessels to carry cruise 
missiles, other weapons and small underwater vehicles. The 
service will also continue its purchase of Sikorsky 

MH-60 helicopters, Boeing P-8A maritime patrol aircraft 
and the unmanned Broad Area Maritime Surveillance aircraft. 
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DoD also plans to invest in cyber, space and electronic 
warfare capabilities. 

The Air Force, Navy and Marine Corps all plan to 
purchase the F-35 Joint Strike Fighter in the coming years. 

U.S. spending priorities are in line with a new military 
strategy DoD released in January. One of the key tenets of the 
new strategy is being able to fight in a contested or denied 
battle space. The wars of the past decade in Iraq and 
Afghanistan have been fought in benign airspace, which have 
allowed all types of aircraft to fly with little threat of being 
shot down. 

But budget cuts remain a major concern. The Pentagon 
already is cutting $487 billion from planned spending over the 
next decade. But the larger issue is the possibility of an 
additional $500 billion in cuts to planned spending over the 
next 10 years. Those reductions were mandated by the Budget 
Control Act of 2011 as a way to lower the U.S. deficit. These 
cuts, known as sequestration, are scheduled to go into effect in 
January. 

Defense Secretary Leon Panetta and other top defense 
officials have argued that the magnitude of these reductions 
would hurt the military’s ability to rapidly respond. They have 
also said DoD would need to create a new military strategy if 
the additional cuts are enacted. 

Industry has said the spending cuts would lead to mass 
layoffs, although other defense analysts and observers have 

said the reductions would not be felt for several years and 
would not be as devastating as depicted. 

While many in Congress have voiced opposition to 
sequestration-level spending cuts, a comprehensive deal to 
lower the U.S. debt is not likely anytime soon. Congress has 
been out of session since September so members can 
campaign for the November elections. The U.S. presidential 
election is also looming and could reshape U.S. spending. 

Advisers for Republican presidential candidate Mitt 
Romney have said the former Massachusetts governor would 
restore all planned DoD spending cuts immediately. 

A Romney administration would allot 4 percent of the 
U.S. gross domestic product to the defense base budget, said 
Roger Zakheim, one of Romney’s senior defense advisers, at 
an Oct. 11 breakfast with reporters in Washington. Zakheim is 
on leave from his job as deputy staff director and general 
counsel of the House Armed Services Committee. 

The fiscal 2012 Pentagon budget proposal, the last budget 
before the first round of spending cuts were announced, called 
for $2.99 trillion in defense spending from 2013 to 2017. That 
projection was cut by $259 billion after Congress passed the 
Budget Control Act in 2011. 

If Romney is elected, his administration would likely not 
release a budget until next spring, as opposed to early 
February. 
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MIDEAST: 
8. Syrian Rebels Warily Accept Foreign Fighters' Help 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 24 OCT 12) ... Hamza Hendawi 

ALEPPO, Syria -- The presence of foreign Islamic 
militants battling Syria's regime is raising concerns over the 
possible injection of al-Qaida's influence into the country's 
civil war. 

Syria's rebels share some of those misgivings. But they 
also see in the foreign extremists a welcome boost: 
experienced, disciplined fighters whose battlefield valor 
against the better-armed troops of President Bashar Assad is 
legendary. 

Nothing typifies the dilemma more than Jabhat al-Nusra, 
a shadowy group with an al-Qaida-style ideology whose 
fighters come from Libya, Tunisia, Egypt, Saudi Arabia, Iraq, 
the Balkans and elsewhere. Many are veterans of previous 
wars who came to Syria for what they consider a new "jihad" 
against Assad. 

The group has become notorious for numerous suicide 
bombings during the 19-month-old conflict targeting regime 
and military facilities. Syria's rebels have tried to disassociate 
themselves from the bombings for fear their uprising will be 
tainted with the al-Qaida brand. 

But several hundred fighters from Jabhat al-Nusra - 
Arabic for "the Support Front" - have also been a valued 
addition to rebel ranks in the grueling, three-month battle for 
control of Aleppo, Syria's largest city. 

Their reputation in battle circulates among Aleppo's 
rebels like an urban legend. Soon after opposition forces 
launched their assault on the city in July, government troops 
almost drove them out of the key district of Salaheddin - until 

40 Jabhat al-Nusra fighters rushed to the front and fended 
them off, according to a story told by many rebels. 

The group's fighters have played a similar role along the 
multitude of front lines that divide this city of 3 million 
people, where regime forces and rebels have been at a 
standstill, fighting street to street but unable to score a decisive 
victory. Many rebels talk of the al-Nusra fighters' prowess as 
snipers. 

"They rush to the rescue of rebel lines that come under 
pressure and hold them," one rebel said. "They know what 
they are doing and are very disciplined. They are like the 
special forces of Aleppo." 

But he added: "The only thing is that they are too radical." 
He spoke on condition of anonymity for fear of reprisals by 
both Jabhat al-Nusra and the Assad regime. 

In a statement posted on militant websites Wednesday, 
Jabhat al-Nusra rejected a proposed cease-fire during the four-
day Muslim Eid al-Adha holiday, which starts Friday. 
International envoy Lakhdar Brahimi has been trying to 
cobble together such a truce, saying the government in 
Damascus and some rebels have agreed to the idea. 

But Jabhat al-Nusra called a truce a "filthy game," saying 
it has no faith that Assad's regime would respect one. Some 
Syrian rebel leaders have also expressed skepticism, since 
previous cease-fire attempts have gone nowhere. 

Jabhat al-Nusra is the largest grouping of foreign jihadis 
in Syria, and the rebels say they number about 300 fighters in 
Aleppo, as well as branches in neighboring Idlib province, the 
city of Homs and the capital Damascus. Any direct links to al-
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Qaida are unclear, although U.S. and Iraqi officials have said 
they believe members of al-Qaida's branch in Iraq have 
crossed the border to join the fight against Assad. 

There are no reliable figures for the number of foreign 
fighters in Syria, although available estimates put the number 
in the hundreds, rather than the thousands. 

Many al-Nusra fighters wear long tunics and baggy pants 
in the style of mujahedeen or "holy warriors" in Afghanistan, 
and nearly all have beards, a hallmark of religious piety. A 
few smear kohl on their eyes and have long hair, emulating 
what they believe is a style favored by Islam's Prophet 
Muhammad in the seventh century. 

The fighters keep a low profile. They have turned a 
government building in Aleppo into their headquarters, but it 
is barely noticeable since it contains no banners or flags to 
give it away. Only occasional graffiti announces their presence 
in the city: "Jabhat al-Nusra is coming." Rebels who spoke 
with The Associated Press about the group had no clear idea 
about its leadership. 

The fighters shun the media, but information gleaned 
from Syrians in contact with them paints a picture of militant 
Muslims motivated by a jihadi ideology not unlike that of al-
Qaida. Their members include propagandists, trainers, 
surgeons and other medical doctors. 

Many Syrian rebels are themselves pious Muslims who 
frame the fight against Assad's regime in a religious context. 
But some see the jihadis' brand of Islam as too starkly black-
and-white and intolerant, dividing the world between the 
faithful and the infidels. Their presence, some fear, casts 
doubts on whether a post-Assad Syria will embrace 
democratic values or come under the sway of Islamists. 

A staffer at a field hospital in a rebel-held part of Aleppo, 
who spoke on condition of anonymity for fear of reprisals for 
talking about the group, said the al-Nusra fighters "are fine 
now, because they are fighting alongside the rebels." 

An AP team witnessed some of the frictions at the field 
hospital in mid-October. Several al-Nusra fighters entered, and 
one of them - a tall, lanky non-Arab dressed in black with a 
black headband - was enraged by the presence of foreign 
journalists at the facility. 

"They are all spies who are here to collect information," 
he said in English, shaking the automatic rifle that was slung 
over his shoulder. 

Another fighter, who appeared to be of North African 
origin, tried to force a female photographer to leave the 
hospital after she attempted to photograph the X-ray of a 
wounded fighter's head. 

A Syrian rebel commander confronted the two men. 
"There is nothing in Islam that permits you to treat guests 

like this. Furthermore, it is a woman," he said. The fighters 

left and the commander offered tea and dates to the 
photographer and several other journalists. 

Opposition members also worry that the presence of 
foreign jihadis in Syria lends credibility to the regime's 
repeated assertions that the rebellion is the work of terrorist 
groups carrying out a "foreign conspiracy." 

Jabhat al-Nusra has claimed responsibility for a string of 
suicide bombings, including several in Damascus. It unleashed 
an Oct. 3 suicide blast in Aleppo that killed more than 30 
people, targeting a square where pro-regime fighters 
congregated. After each blast, the rebels' Free Syrian Army 
umbrella group underlines that it does not approve of suicide 
bombings as a tactic. 

"Their presence is reducing the popular support that we 
desperately need in areas where we operate," a senior political 
official of the Free Syrian Army, said in neighboring Turkey. 
"I appreciate their motives for coming to Syria. We cannot 
deny Muslims their right to jihad, but we want them to leave." 
He spoke on condition of anonymity to discuss concerns over 
the group. 

Still, in Aleppo, the image of pious Islamic warriors 
coming to help in the fight against Assad is an attractive one. 
Though Jabhat al-Nusra is predominantly made up of 
foreigners, a few Syrians have joined, mostly 
ultraconservative Muslims. 

Syrians can join only if they are backed by two full 
members who must swear on the Quran to tell the truth about 
the applicant. The fighters run training programs for their 
Syrian members as well as others who want to learn fighting 
skills but don't want to join the group. 

The high esteem in which the Jabhat al-Nusra fighters are 
held has a great deal to do with the unruly behavior and lack 
of discipline of many rebels. 

One recent night, al-Nusra fighters brought the bodies of 
four Syrian rebels who were killed when a fellow rebel they 
were interrogating over suspicion that he was stealing grabbed 
an assault rifle and shot them. A fifth rebel was wounded. 

Later, when comrades of the four dead heard the news 
they gathered outside the hospital and, enraged, fired their 
entire bullet magazines into the air. Another group of fighters 
reacted similarly when struck by grief over the death of a 
comrade. 

Residents of Aleppo also complain that some rebels take 
unfair advantage of their position. 

Fighters go straight to the front of the line at bakeries to 
buy bread when residents have to wait hours for their turn. 
Some demand that wounded comrades be treated ahead of 
civilians at the field hospital. 

"I don't have time to wait in line," said a 19-year-old army 
deserter who joined the rebels in Aleppo and gave only his 
first name, Hani. 
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9. Not Supplying Stinger Missiles To Syrian Rebels: U.S. 
(REUTERS 24 OCT 12) ... Phil Stewart and Andrew Quinn 

WASHINGTON -- The United States said on Wednesday 
it has not supplied Stinger missiles to Syrian rebel forces and 
appeared to question Russian assertions that the U.S.-made 
surface-to-air missiles had made their way into the 
opposition's hands. 

Stinger missiles could be used against Syrian President 
Bashar al-Assad's warplanes and helicopters, which have 
bombed residential areas where rebels are hiding. More than 
32,000 people have been killed in the conflict. 
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But in contrast to the Libyan crisis last year, the West has 
shown little appetite to arm the Syrian rebels, worried that 
weapons would fall into the hands of Islamic militants. 

Russia's top military officer, Nikolai Makarov, said 
Russia's military had learned that rebel forces "have portable 
missile launchers of various states, including American-made 
Stingers. 

U.S. Defense Secretary Leon Panetta told reporters at the 
Pentagon that "I certainly don't know of us providing any such 
missiles in that area." 

State Department spokeswoman Victoria Nuland said the 
United States had provided no lethal assistance to rebel forces 
whatsoever, including Stingers. 

"Nor will we," Nuland said, ruling out future transfers of 
Stingers. 

Asked about the possibility that Stingers reached the 
rebels through a third party, she said: "If the Russian 
Federation has evidence of Stingers in the hands of the 
opposition, we'd like to see it." 

Lessons Learned 
After the Soviet Union invaded Afghanistan in 1979, the 

CIA, with Saudi backing, provided sophisticated shoulder-
fired Stinger missiles to Islamic militants seeking to oust 
Soviet troops. 

The missiles played a significant role in the Soviets' 
ultimate defeat in Afghanistan. But they also became a major 
headache for U.S. and other Western counterterrorism 
agencies when anti-Soviet militants morphed into anti-
Western militant factions including al Qaeda. 

Aram Nerguizian, a Middle East expert at the Center for 
Strategic and International Studies, said U.S. efforts to reclaim 
loose Stingers after that conflict appear to have helped keep 
them off the black market. 

Stingers are among the types of shoulder-fired, surface-to-
air missiles commonly referred to as MANPADs. 

"While there's emerging evidence that you have 
MANPADs in Syria, there's far more evidence pointing to an 
aging mix of Soviet-era systems," Nerguizian said, casting 
doubt on the Russian claims. 

One potential source of non-U.S. manufactured 
MANPADs is Libya. Intelligence experts believe that 
hundreds, if not thousands, of MANPADs were looted from 
arsenals accumulated by late Libyan leader Muammar 
Gaddafi, and are available on the Middle East black market. 

Opposition activist footage has shown rebels carrying 
surface-to-air missiles made by the former Soviet Union, but 
footage of Stingers has yet to appear. 

"All of the images that we have seen of MANPADs and 
MANPAD-like equipment in Syria has been exclusively of a 
Soviet/Warsaw Pact vintage. The SA-7-type vintage," Nuland 
told reporters. 

"We have not seen evidence of Stingers." 
Russia, which has supported Assad throughout the 

conflict, sold his government $1 billion worth of weapons last 
year and has made clear it would oppose an arms embargo in 
the U.N. Security Council. 

The question of whether to arm the rebels has become an 
issue in the U.S. presidential election, with Republican 
candidate Mitt Romney accusing President Barack Obama of 
failing to show leadership in this area. 

In their debate on Monday, Romney said the United 
States should work with partners to organize the Syrian 
opposition and "make sure they have the arms necessary to 
defend themselves." 

Obama said Romney was wrong to suggest that giving 
rebels heavy weapons "is a simple proposition that would lead 
us to be safer over the long term." 
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10. Israel And Hamas Escalate Fighting Across The Border 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 25 OCT 12) ... Joshua Mitnick 

TEL AVIV—Gaza militants sent dozens of rockets into 
Israel on Wednesday as Israeli airstrikes killed four 
Palestinian fighters, in a dangerous escalation of cross-border 
fighting that began just hours after the end of a landmark visit 
to the coastal enclave by the Emir of Qatar. 

The outbreak, which marks the worst hostilities in four 
months, prompted Egyptian intelligence officials to press 
Israel, Hamas and Gaza militant groups to cease fire. 

Both sides want to avoid a larger flare up that could draw 
Israeli troops into Gaza, like Israel's brief incursion into the 
territory four years ago that killed more than 1,000 Gazans, 13 
Israelis and left billions of dollars of damaged infrastructure. 
But Israel suggested a willingness for a more extensive fight if 
pushed. 

"We didn't ask for this escalation and didn't initiate it," 
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said after touring a 
missile defense battery. "But if it continues, we are prepared to 
embark on a far more extensive and penetrating operation." 

The fighting raises questions about whether Qatar's new 
patronage for Hamas—including $400 million worth of 
building projects—will embolden Gaza's Islamic militant 
rulers to take a more aggressive stance toward Israel or a more 

conciliatory one by giving them a greater material stake in 
stability. 

Gaza's Islamist militant rulers gave a hero's welcome to 
Sheik Hamad bin Khalifa al-Thani, the first foreign head of 
state to visit the enclave since Hamas's 2007 takeover, 
declaring an end to years of economic and political isolation 
by the West and Israel. 

The Emir's Gaza visit followed two weeks of increased 
fighting between Hamas and Israel, though both sides held 
their fire for the foreign visitor. Shortly after he left Gaza, 
militants unleashed rockets. An Israeli officer was seriously 
wounded on the border on Monday and several migrant 
workers were injured in Wednesday's attacks. 

The Israel Defense Forces said some 75 rockets and 
mortars hit Israel Wednesday, roughly the total fired from 
Gaza during the three prior months combined. The army said 
its aircraft targeted four rocket launch squads and a weapons-
smuggling tunnel late Tuesday and early Wednesday. Avital 
Leibovitch, an Israeli army spokeswoman, said a Hamas-
affiliated militia sent most of the rocket fire. 

The hostilities prompted Israeli officials to close schools 
in the region near Gaza and request civilians in some areas to 
take cover in bomb shelters. Until recently, Israel and Hamas 
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have observed a relative calm that has allowed residents in the 
region go about their lives. But every several months there is a 
flareup, most recently in June. 

In a statement, Hamas accused Israel of escalating the 
hostilities out of frustration over the visit of the Qatari Emir. 
"The targets of all this aggression and escalation is to show the 
anger, upset, revenge at the successful visit of the emir of 
Qatar to Gaza," it said. 

Israeli officials declined to respond to the accusation. 

A Hamas official said a cease fire was scheduled to go 
into effect at midnight Thursday, and that Qatar had 
complained that the Gaza rocket fire erupted so close to the 
visit. 

The hostilities came as U.S. and Israel began an extensive 
drill to simulate a joint defense against a massive missile 
attack. U.S. military officials said the joint exercise was 
planned long before the latest flare-up between Israel and 
Hamas. 
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11. Iran Weighs Tougher Line In Stalled Nuclear Talks 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 24 OCT 12) ... Ali Akbar Dareini 

TEHRAN, Iran -- Iran is weighing a more confrontational 
strategy at possible renewed nuclear talks with world powers, 
threatening to boost levels of uranium enrichment unless the 
West makes clear concessions to ease sanctions. 

Such a gambit - outlined by senior Iranian officials in 
interviews this week - could push Iran's nuclear program far 
closer to the "red line" set by Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu for possible military options. 

But it also suggests that economic pressures and 
diplomacy have pushed Iran to the point of considering an 
ultimatum-style end game in efforts to seek relief from the 
U.S. and European sanctions, which have targeted Iran's vital 
oil exports and its ability to use international banking 
networks. 

Mansour Haghighatpour, deputy head of Iran's influential 
National Security Committee in parliament, told The 
Associated Press that the hardline negotiating formula under 
consideration would put Western negotiators on notice that 
failure to ease sanctions could open the way for uranium 
enrichment above 20 percent - currently the highest level 
acknowledged by the Islamic Republic. 

That would mark a dramatic move toward the threshold 
for warhead-grade material at about 90 percent and certainly 
bring a sharp escalation in calls for military action from Israel 
and others in the West. Iran denies it seeks nuclear weapons, 
but there have been suggestions it could ramp up uranium 
enrichment for future projects such as nuclear-powered 
submarines. 

"The West now has a chance to strike a deal with Iran," 
Haghighatpour told the AP in an interview. "Perhaps we may 
need to produce nuclear fuel for large commercial vessels that 
need 60 percent purity." 

There are no immediate plans to resume nuclear talks 
between Iran and a six-nation group including both Tehran's 
foes and allies: the permanent U.N. Security Council members 
plus Germany. Full-scale negotiations have been on hold since 
the last round ended in stalemate in June. 

At the time, the West stuck to its major demands: Iran 
must stop enriching uranium to 20 percent purity, shut down 
its underground Fordo enrichment site and ship its 20 percent 
stockpile out of the country. In return, Iran was offered 
civilian plane spare parts and 20 percent-enriched nuclear fuel 
for its medical research reactor in Tehran. 

But there was no move to ease sanctions - which have 
grown even tighter since the last negotiating session. 

To Iran, the proposed package was a nonstarter. Many 
compared it to swapping diamonds in return for peanuts. 

So far, Iran has publicly repeated its positions that it was 
willing to bargain over 20 percent enrichment as part of step-
by-step moves to lift sanctions. Iran also wants an 
international pledge that it has the "right" to make its own 
nuclear fuel - at least at lower levels for its energy-producing 
reactor. 

The tougher line outlined by officials has not been made 
public, and it's still unclear whether it will be adopted as a 
negotiating position. But the fact it's under review suggests 
Iran is eager for a sweeping deal to lift sanctions and could try 
to jolt the West with a now-or-never choice: Roll back the 
sanctions or face a stepped up Iranian nuclear program. 

"The West feels sanctions are biting and this is forcing 
Iran to return to the negotiating table. That's wrong. We never 
left the table. Sanctions have been harmful but will never 
make us give up our nuclear activities," said lawmaker 
Hossein Naqavi, spokesman for the parliament's Security 
Committee. "Pressures, sanctions and military threats won't 
make us retreat." 

The White House has indicated it would be receptive to 
landmark one-on-one talks with Iran in parallel with the wider 
diplomatic process. Iranian officials this week said the country 
had no plans to meet directly with Washington envoys. On 
Sunday, Iranian Foreign Minister Ali Akbar Salehi predicted 
the stalled talks with world powers could resume as late 
November, after the U.S. presidential election. 

Haghighatpour, the security committee official, said Iran 
would have never increased the level of its uranium 
enrichment from 3.5 percent to 20 percent if the West had 
provided fuel for the research reactor, which produces isotopes 
to treat cancer patients. 

"Some 850,000 Iranian patients need nuclear medicine 
every year. We wanted fuel for our research reactor but the 
West refused. We had no option but to increase enrichment to 
20 percent and make it ourselves," he said. "It's the same 
today. They can reach a deal with us now or face a new 
situation." 

Many Iranian lawmakers and conservative clerics have 
said in recent months that Iran should enrich uranium to 
higher levels for proposed vessels such as nuclear-powered oil 
tankers. Iran currently has no such ships. 

Nuclear-powered vessels other than warships are rare, and 
the International Atomic Energy Agency has said in the past 
that nuclear-powered merchant ships would be uneconomical. 

But Iran's deputy navy chief in charge of technical affairs, 
Adm. Abbas Zamini, said in June that Iran has begun "initial 
stages" of designing a nuclear submarine. The West has raised 
concerns that Iran might cite submarine and other nuclear-
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powered vessel construction as a justification for producing 
weapons-grade 90 percent enriched uranium. 

Nuclear submarines are powered by fuel ranging from 20 
percent purity to more than 90 percent. Many U.S. submarines 

use nuclear fuel enriched to more than 90 percent, the same 
level used to build atomic bombs. 
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12. Cyberspace The New Frontier In Iran's War With Foes 
(REUTERS 24 OCT 12) ... Peter Apps 

WASHINGTON -- Two years after the Stuxnet computer 
worm attacked its nuclear program, Iran is increasingly 
turning to cyber warfare itself in a growing, stealthy 
confrontation with its enemies. 

While the immediate threat of an Israeli military strike on 
its nuclear facilities has eased for now, Tehran's rulers are 
under increasing pressure from crippling sanctions, a 
collapsing currency and rising popular discontent. 

With all sides apparently keen to avoid an outright 
conflict, deniable cyberattack s seemingly offer one of the 
easiest ways of fighting back without risking too much. 

Definitive proof of responsibility in cyberspace, experts 
say, is often all but impossible. But government and private 
security officials say what evidence exists points to Iranian 
involvement in a rising tide of attacks in the last year. 

Among the most serious were directed denial of service 
attacks that took down websites of several U.S. banks 
including Citigroup and Bank of America as well as an assault 
on Saudi oil firm Aramco that destroyed some 30,000 
computers. 

What the attacks show, experts with knowledge of 
government intelligence say, is that Tehran is raising its game 
fast - although its capabilities remain well behind those of the 
United States, Israel, Britain other powers such as China and 
Russia. 

The attacks, they say, have been increasing in both 
sophistication and intensity. 

"We've known for a long time that the Iranians were 
working on these kind of techniques, but it is a surprise how 
fast they have advanced," said James Lewis, a former U.S. 
foreign service officer now senior fellow and cyber specialist 
at Washington D.C.'s Centre for Strategic and International 
Studies. 

"Neither side really wants a war because of the economic 
costs in particular. So this is what they do instead." 

Speaking through local media, Iranian officials denied 
involvement in the bank hacking. But they say they 
themselves have come under mounting attack, with oil 
facilities, infrastructure and communications firms all 
suffering system failures they blamed on cyberattack s from 
other countries. 

What Stuxnet unleashed, experts say, is the most 
sophisticated and perhaps dangerous cyber conflict yet seen. 

While no government has ever taken responsibility for 
Stuxnet, it is widely assumed to have been a joint U.S.-Israeli 
project designed to damage and destroy nuclear centrifuges. 

"Stuxnet was effective, but it wasn't a knockout blow," 
says Ilan Berman, a former CIA and Pentagon consultant now 
vice president of the American Foreign Policy Council. "What 
it has done, however, is open a new front." 

Tracking Dissent, Attacking Enemies 
The Islamic Republic's rulers first woke up to the dangers, 

and the potential, of cyberspace in 2009 when anti-

government protesters used the Internet to organize huge 
protests against presidential elections they said were rigged. 

Since then, largely Shi'ite Iran has beefed up the ability of 
its Revolutionary Guards to monitor the web to track and 
intimidate potential dissidents. But it has also ploughed 
resources into hitting back at its enemies, not just the United 
States and Israel but Gulf monarchies such as Saudi Arabia 
and Qatar. 

Some believe Tehran may also be providing technical 
support to long-term ally Bashar al-Assad in Syria, where 
cyber warfare has played a role in the worsening bloodshed. 

Assad's own e-mails were hacked by the opposition, while 
experts suspect Syria or Iran may have been behind last week's 
apparent interference in regional broadcasts of BBC World. 

"Cyber is the domain where the brunt of the confrontation 
will move to," says Dina Esfandiary, a research associate and 
Iran specialist at London's International Institute for Strategic 
Studies. "For Tehran, (it) is the 'safest' form of confrontation 
because of its secretive and deniable characteristics." 

Exactly who is doing the hacking, however, is harder to 
say. 

"A lot of these capabilities are fluid," said the American 
Foreign Policy Council's Berman, who has testified to 
Congress on the issue. 

"You have groups of hackers that may or may not be part 
of the Revolutionary Guards but clearly are encouraged by 
them. There is also the possibility that Iran is buying 
additional cyber capabilities, or even manpower, on the open 
market. We simply don't know." 

In a major speech on cyber security last week, U.S. 
Defense Secretary Leon Panetta described the attack on 
Aramco as the most destructive ever suffered by a private 
sector company -- although he stopped short of explicitly 
blaming Tehran. 

The thrust of his speech, however, was seen by analysts as 
an explicit warning that further attacks could bring 
consequences. 

Secret, Unending War? 
The very attractions of the silent war - deniability and use 

of arms-length proxies - may make it harder to control. 
The rules in cyberspace, experts say, remain far from 

clear. Washington announced last year it reserved the right to 
retaliate militarily for any cyberattack that caused death or 
damage, but in reality most believe the technology has far 
outpaced the discussion on its use. 

"States at the moment seem to have little self-restraint in 
cyber," said Alexander Klimburg, cyber security expert at the 
Austrian Institute for International Affairs. "This is very 
dangerous... The consequence may be that... we find ourselves 
with a redefinition of 'war' - one that is never declared, seldom 
visible but effectively constant." 
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What is increasingly clear is that cyber confrontation will 
be at the heart of many if not all international disputes and 
rivalries in the years to come. 

Russia and China are believed to have ploughed billions 
into capabilities they believe may allow them to work around 
the conventional military dominance of the United States, 
allowing them to turn off essential systems and 
communications. 

U.S. officials already accuse China of hacking corporate 
and state secrets and stealing technology. Meanwhile, Beijing 
accuses Washington of supporting Internet dissidents it fears 
want to bring down the communist government. 

At worst, some fear cyber disputes could wreck 
international relationships and spark shooting wars - and not 
just in the Gulf. 

"We have a situation where governments and their 
proxies are increasingly indulging in cyberattack s to damage 
rivals' interests," said John Bassett, a former senior official at 
British signals intelligence agency GCHQ and now senior 
fellow at London's Royal United Services Institute. 

"There's a really serious lack of shared understanding and 
informal rules needed to regulate and limit these activities." 
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AFRICA: 
13. Panetta: Cannot Let Al-Qaida Hide In N. Africa 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 24 OCT 12) ... Lolita C. Baldor 

WASHINGTON -- Senior U.S. defense leaders are 
working with allies on a plan to deal with al-Qaida- linked 
militants in Mali and elsewhere in the North Africa region, 
with American assistance likely to center on intelligence and 
logistical support and not troops on the ground. 

Defense Secretary Leon Panetta told reporters at the 
Pentagon Wednesday that the U.S. must work with nations in 
the region to ensure that al-Qaida has no place to hide and 
expand its capabilities. 

Panetta provided no details on what the U.S. would be 
willing to do, and officials say no final decisions have been 
made. But senior Defense Department leaders have been in 
France for the recent meetings on the matter, including 
assistant defense secretary Michael Sheehan and deputy 
assistant secretary Amanda Dory. U.S. Assistant Secretary of 
State for African Affairs Johnnie Carson was also at the Paris 
talks, which began on Monday. 

A senior U.S. diplomat said there is very little appetite in 
the U.S. to intervene in Mali without the express agreement of 
the Malian government and as part of a strategy laid out by 
ECOWAS, the alliance of West Africa nations. 

Officials are discussing plans for an African-led military 
offensive against al-Qaida-linked militants in northern Mali. 
U.S. Gen. Carter Ham, head of U.S. Africa Command, has 
said the U.S. would not put boots on the ground there, but 
would be able to provide other assistance, including 
intelligence gathering and other support. 

There are only about a dozen members of a U.S. military 
team in Mali as part of the normal embassy staff and security. 

Officials have linked al-Qaida in the Islamic Maghreb to 
the attack at the U.S. Consulate in Benghazi. AQIM's leaders 
are known to be largely in northern Mali, operating out of safe 
havens there. 

Associated Press writers Robert Burns and Wendy 
Benjaminson contributed to this report. 
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14. E-Mails Offer Glimpse At What U.S. Knew In First Hours After Attack In Libya 
(NEW YORK TIMES 25 OCT 12) ... Eric Schmitt 

WASHINGTON — A series of three leaked e-mails sent 
by State Department officials beginning shortly after the fatal 
attack began on the American diplomatic compound in 
Benghazi, Libya, last month — including one that alerted the 
White House Situation Room that a militant group had 
claimed responsibility for it — stirred new debate on 
Wednesday about the Obama administration’s shifting 
positions on the cause of the attack. 

The first e-mail, sent about a half-hour after the assault 
began, said the State Department’s regional security officer in 
Tripoli, Libya, had reported that the mission in Benghazi was 
under attack, and that “20 armed people fired shots.” 

An e-mail 49 minutes later said the firing at the mission 
“has stopped and the compound has been cleared,” while a 
response team was trying to find people. 

In the next message, 1 hour 13 minutes after the second, 
the embassy in Tripoli reported that a local militant group, 
Ansar al-Shariah, had claimed responsibility through postings 
on Facebook and Twitter. 

In the hours after the Benghazi attack, American spy 
agencies intercepted electronic communications from Ansar 
al-Shariah fighters bragging to an operative with Al Qaeda in 
the Islamic Maghreb, Al Qaeda’s North African arm. But 
Ansar al-Shariah has publicly denied having anything to do 
with the attack. 

A White House spokesman, Jay Carney, with President 
Obama on Air Force One on Wednesday, said the e-mails, 
reported by Reuters, were unclassified and among “all sorts of 
information that was becoming available in the aftermath of 
the attack.” 

The e-mails surfaced as the Tunisian government 
confirmed it had arrested a Tunisian man reportedly linked to 
the attack, which killed Ambassador J. Christopher Stevens 
and three other Americans on Sept. 11. 

A spokesman for the Tunisian Interior Ministry, Tarrouch 
Khaled, told The Associated Press that the suspect, Ali Harzi, 
28, was in custody in Tunis. Mr. Khaled did not provide 
details. 
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Some Republicans have criticized the United States 
ambassador to the United Nations, Susan E. Rice, for stating 
five days after the attack that it had resulted from a 
spontaneous mob that was angry about an anti-Islamic video, 
even though some intelligence reports and witness accounts 
indicated a terrorist attack. Ms. Rice said she had based her 
comments on unclassified talking points prepared by the 
Central Intelligence Agency. 

The issue seemed to die down after Mitt Romney did not 
press Mr. Obama on the matter in their debate on Monday 
night. 

On Wednesday, three Republican senators, John McCain 
of Arizona, Lindsey Graham of South Carolina and Kelly 
Ayotte of New Hampshire, criticized Mr. Obama in a letter, 
saying the series of e-mails “only adds to the confusion 
surrounding what you and your administration knew about the 

attacks in Benghazi, when you knew it, and why you 
responded to those tragic events in the ways you did.” 

Intelligence officials say the gap between the talking 
points and the contemporaneous field reports illustrates the lag 
between turning often contradictory and incomplete field 
reporting into a finished assessment. 

Administration and intelligence officials made that point 
again on Wednesday in trying to put into context the e-mails 
sent by the State Department operations center to scores of 
officials at the Pentagon, the State Department and the White 
House. 

“You know, posting something on Facebook is not in and 
of itself evidence, and I think it just underscores how fluid the 
reporting was at the time and continued some time to be,” 
Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton told reporters in 
Washington. 
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15. Tunisia: Reported Consulate Suspect Arrested 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 24 OCT 12) ... Bouazza Ben Bouazza 

TUNIS, Tunisia -- A Tunisian man who was arrested in 
Turkey this month with reported links to the attack on a U.S. 
consulate in Libya is facing terrorism charges, his lawyer said 
Wednesday, as an Egyptian official said a militant suspected 
of involvement was killed in clashes in Cairo. 

Ali Harzi was repatriated to Tunisia on Oct. 11 by 
authorities in Turkey, and a judge issued his arrest warrant, 
lawyer Ouled Ali Anwar told The Associated Press. He said 
his client was told by a judge Tuesday that he has been 
charged with "membership of a terrorist organization in a time 
of peace in another country." 

A person who saw Harzi's court dossier told The 
Associated Press that the file links him to the Sept. 11 attack 
on the U.S. consulate in Benghazi that left Ambassador 
Christopher Stevens and three other Americans dead. 

He said Harzi is one of two Tunisians reportedly arrested 
Oct. 3 in Turkey when they tried to enter the country with 
false passports. The person spoke on the condition of 
anonymity because he was not authorized to release the 
information. Harzi's alleged role in the attack is not clear. 

Anwar denied there was any evidence that Ali was 
implicated in the attacks. He added his client was not using a 
fake passport, saying he was a "scapegoat to satisfy the 
Americans." 

The charge against Harzi is punishable by six to 12 years 
in prison, according to the provisions of the anti-terrorist law 
in force in Tunisia since 2003. 

Earlier this month, Defense Secretary Leon Panetta said 
the U.S. has been looking into the arrests of two Tunisian men 
being detained in Turkey reportedly in connection with the 

attacks. The State Department in Washington had no further 
comment on Wednesday. 

A U.S. intelligence official was cautious about the 
Tunisian arrest, saying that the Tunisians have so far not 
allowed American officials to interview the suspect, so the 
U.S. is not yet certain how directly he is connected to the 
attack. 

The suspect has ties to both Ansar al-Shariah and Al 
Qaida in the Islamic Maghreb, as do most like-minded 
militants in the region, the official said, speaking on condition 
of anonymity because he was not authorized to discuss the 
investigation publicly. 

Tunisian Interior Ministry spokesman Tarrouch Khaled 
confirmed that Harzi was in custody in Tunis. Khaled said "his 
case is in the hands of justice," but he would not elaborate 
further. 

In Egypt, a security official said a local militant suspected 
of involvement in the attack was killed in clashes in Cairo 
when he attacked approaching Egyptian forces. 

The official said the man, known only by his first name, 
Hazem, recently returned from Libya and kept weapons in his 
hideout. The official, who spoke on condition of anonymity 
because he was not authorized to brief reporters, said an 
investigation into the man's possible involvement in the 
consulate attack is under way. 

This is the first time an Egyptian has been declared a 
suspect in the attack. 

Kimberly Dozier in Washington and Sarah El Deeb in 
Cairo contributed to this report. 
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16. Dutch Warship Destroys Pirate 'Mother Ship' 
(ABC NEWS 24 OCT 12) ... Luis Martinez 

Somali pirates may not be as active as they once were in 
the waters off of east Africa, but they still pose a significant 
danger to anyone who crosses their path. As a group of alleged 
pirates learned today, however, AK 47s are no match for the 
power of a NATO warship. 

Early Wednesday, the crew of the Dutch warship 
HNMLS Rotterdam spotted a dhow close to the Somali 

shoreline. Because these kinds of fishing vessels are often 
used as "mother ships" for pirate crews, a boarding team was 
routinely dispatched to inspect the vessel. 

As the boarding party neared the dhow, the Dutch sailors 
took sustained gunfire from both the dhow and fighters on 
shore. The boarding party returned fire and very quickly the 
dhow ignited in flames and those aboard jumped in the water 
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to escape the blaze. The firefight killed one person aboard the 
dhow. 

The Rotterdam's crew rescued 25 men from the ocean, but 
the rescue effort proved dangerous as the gunmen on shore 
continued to fire at both the boarding party and the Rotterdam. 

None of the Rotterdam's crew was injured in the incident, 
though the rigid-hulled boat the boarding party was using 
sustained damage. 

The suspected pirates received medical attention and are 
now being detained aboard the Rotterdam, which serves as the 
flagship for NATO's counter-piracy task force off the waters 
of Somalia, known as "Ocean Shield." 

"We know that pirates are increasingly using larger 
dhows as mother ships. Therefore we routinely inspect them," 
said Commodore Ben Bekkering, commander of the NATO 
task force. "In this instance the pirates openly chose 
confrontation. This does not happen often and it indicates that 
we are indeed impeding their operations and in doing so, 
pushing them to take more extreme options." 

Somali pirate activity usually decreases during the 
monsoon period that has just ended, but the drop this year has 
been especially steep. Only 35 vessels have been attacked so 

far in 2012 and only five vessels have actually been seized by 
pirates. In 2010 pirates launched 174 attacks and seized 47 
vessels. 

The stunning drop in pirate activity is attributed to the 
continued presence of counter-piracy task forces and the 
growing use of private security forces aboard commercial 
vessels. 

In addition to the NATO task force, there are two other 
international naval task forces patrolling the waters off East 
Africa. One is a U.S. organized force of coalition countries, 
the other a smaller naval force from European Union member 
countries. In May, the EU force was given the authority to 
conduct operations against land-based pirate operations in 
Somalia. 

After today's attack, Commodore Bekkering said, "It is 
obvious that the scourge of piracy has not gone away and we 
need to maintain our vigilance." 

The danger remains for the 143 merchant sailors still 
being held for ransom by Somalia's pirates. Some of these 
sailors have been held for more than two and half years. 

View Clip (RT: 5:26) 
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AFGHANISTAN: 
17. Taliban Leader Says Insider Attacks Will Increase 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 24 OCT 12) ... Slobodan Lekic 

KABUL, Afghanistan -- Taliban insurgents will increase 
the number of insider attacks against coalition and Afghan 
forces, which have resulted in the deaths of at least 52 foreign 
troops so far this year, the movement's reclusive leader said 
Wednesday. 

In an emailed statement congratulating Muslims as they 
prepare to celebrate the Eid al-Adha holiday, Mullah 
Mohammad Omar urged "every brave Afghan in the ranks of 
the foreign forces and their Afghan hirelings ... to strike 
them." 

"Jihadist activities inside the circle of the state militias are 
the most effective stratagem. Its dimension will see further 
expansion, organization and efficiency," he said. "Increase 
your efforts to expand the area of infiltration in the ranks of 
the enemy." 

Also Wednesday, NATO said in a statement that two of 
its soldiers died following an insurgent attack in southern 
Afghanistan. It did not provide further details about the attack 
or the nationality of the victims. 

The surge in insider attacks is throwing doubt on the 
capability of the Afghan security forces to take over from 
international troops ahead of a planned handover to the 
Afghans in 2014. It has further undermined public support for 
the 11-year war in NATO countries. 

The attacks have not been limited to members of the 
NATO-led international coalition. More than 50 Afghan 

members of the government's security forces also have died 
this in attacks by their own colleagues. 

The Taliban leader also claimed his fighters were winning 
the war and vowed to continue the struggle "against the 
invaders who have invaded our country until the occupation 
ends completely." 

"We told the enemy 11 years ago that their coming (to the 
country) will be easy but their presence and exit will be full of 
complications," he said. 

Omar also exhorted his fighters to "pay full attention to 
the prevention of civilian casualties," saying the enemy was 
trying to blame them on the insurgents. 

Last week the United Nations called on the Taliban 
leadership to stop the use of homemade roadside bombs and 
mines. The Taliban say they use only remote-controlled 
roadside bombs which - unlike the mines automatically 
activated by pressure-plates - allow a bomber to choose the 
time of the blast and specifically target coalition troops and 
their Afghan allies. 

But the world body says that insurgent-placed homemade 
bombs, also known as improvised explosive devices or IEDs, 
continue to be the deadliest weapon for civilians. IEDs killed 
340 civilians and injured a further 599 over the past nine 
months, an increase of almost 30 per cent compared to the 
same period last year, the UN said. 
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18. Reporting A Fearful Rift Between Afghans And Americans 
(AT WAR (NEW YORK TIMES) 25 OCT 12) ... Alissa J. Rubin 

SISAY OUTPOST, Afghanistan -- How far is Kabul from 
the war? These days, if you drive south or west, no more than 

an hour and a half. You can go and be back for dinner -- if you 
aren’t kidnapped or blown up. 
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In the case of central Wardak Province, a place that has 
never fully been out of Taliban hands, it’s just 35 miles or so 
west of the capital. I went there to figure out what had 
happened on Sept. 29 when Afghan and American soldiers 
began shooting at each other and six men died: two Americans 
and four Afghans. After hours spent reporting, I could not 
answer the question I went there with: Did the Americans 
shoot at and kill innocent Afghans, or were some -- or maybe 
all -- of those Afghans shooting at the Americans? 

What I did learn was how much distrust has poisoned the 
relationship between Afghans and Americans -- so much so 
that I realized it didn’t matter anymore that I was a civilian.As 
tense as it is, Kabul can give you a misleading impression. 
Despite the blast walls and checkpoints and rubble, there’s 
still some normalcy there, and Westerners have carved out a 
niche. There are restaurants that cater to us, clothing shops, 
grocers -- even a couple of neighborhoods where you might 
run into each other on the street. The Westerners have Afghan 
friends, too, and there is a sense of possibility. There are 
bombs and attacks, but not frequently. 

The road to Wardak is smooth and busy as you start out 
from Kabul, but on the provincial capital’s southwest side the 
movie changes. The road empties out, and the few trucks and 
minibuses bounce over the scars of I.E.D. blasts every mile or 
two. The craters are filled in with gravel and earth, and send 
up clouds of dust that add to a sense of a world without color. 

The high desert and relentless sun fade everything to 
beige. Bleak and treeless, the mountains rise in folds that 
range upward like the successive pleats in an accordion. 

In October, the sun can still be harsh here, and it was on 
the day we drove to Wardak, although the worst of the 
summer was past. The roadside was mostly empty, punctuated 
only by the occasional small bazaar of cramped, ramshackle 
one-room shops, each adjoining the next: wheel repair places, 
small lumber purveyors, a few vegetable sellers. 

The Afghan National Army soldiers there patrolled 
gingerly. One would walk around while the other stayed with 
the A.N.A. pickup truck in case they needed to make a quick 
escape. None of the locals approached them, making the 
soldiers seem barely tolerated. I thought they were brave to be 
out there, so exposed. So easy for a Taliban sniper to pick 
them out. 

There were Taliban watchers everywhere, of course: little 
boys, old men, they squatted by the roadside just looking into 
each car. I was wearing local clothes, but began to fear that 
they could see through it and tell I was American, and then we 
would all be at risk. A couple of times we passed small groups 
of men with Kalashnikov rifles, lounging by the side of the 
road. Some wore traditional clothing, others the khaki 
uniforms of private security firms, and there was no clear hint 
of their intent or loyalty. 

The battalion headquarters near the small outpost where 
the fighting happened was outlined by the ubiquitous Hesco 
barriers, modular cylinders that can be filled with sand or 
gravel to provide some cover. Within the perimeter were a few 
small plaster buildings, a bunch of vehicles, some supplies 
piled under tarps and more Hescos to subdivide the bigger 
square into smaller ones. Parked just outside the compound 
were three fuel tankers, two of them brightly painted. 

Afghan Army soldiers milled around us, some looking 
curious, others faintly hostile. 

As I was ushered into a bare room to meet the battalion 
commander, Lt. Col. Faiz Muhammad Khan, there was a noise 
outside that sounded like a small explosion. Then came a 
whoosh and then gunfire. The soldiers, including the 
commander, rushed outside. "Someone’s been injured! Been 
injured!" one shouted. 

I followed the crowd and there, just beyond the walls, the 
fuel tankers were on fire -- a huge conflagration, the flames 
arching upward through pitch-black smoke. The sky turned 
dark as if a thunderstorm was coming, although it was a 
cloudless day. 

Later, we learned what had happened from our driver, 
who had been parking next to the fuel tankers just before the 
bomb detonated. 

The road seemed almost empty, but within five minutes a 
motorcycle zipped by carrying two bearded men, he said. 
They were wearing traditional shalwar kameez, and their AK-
47s were poking out between the folds. One slapped a fuel 
tanker as he went by -- a local custom when you go by a truck, 
the driver said. 

The driver did not see anything else, but a moment later, a 
boy on a bicycle appeared. As he raced past, the boy called 
out, "Did you see the bomb?" 

The driver shifted into reverse and rushed backward down 
the road. After he had gone 100 yards or so, the first of the 
fuel tankers exploded. 

The bomb, Lieutenant Colonel Khan said, was probably 
magnetic, and initially blew just a small hole in the tanker 
where it had been slapped on. But it set the oil on fire, leading 
to larger explosions and catching the other two tankers. 

As the flames leapt higher, and as pieces of smoldering 
metal fell on our side of the walls, the soldiers drifted deeper 
and deeper into the base’s center. When we finally started our 
interviews, we had put a second row of Hescos between us 
and the blast, and were crouched down behind them. 

Most of what I learned about the Sept. 29 shootings went 
into a news article, but there were many unanswered 
questions. The Americans shot at one Afghan soldier they said 
had killed an American sergeant, and then saw a man in an 
Afghan Army uniform shooting from behind the nearby 
Afghan outpost. They shot at him, too, injuring him, they said. 
Yet afterward, no body was found there, and no one saw him 
run away. Did he drag himself into the outpost? Was he one of 
the Afghans who died there? Did he survive but was injured? 

No one was arrested after the shooting, so it seemed that 
no evidence the Americans offered was enough to persuade 
Afghan officers to detain one of their own men. For the 
Afghans’ part, they were steadfast in their denials that they 
had not done anything. And several said repeatedly that the 
Americans simply did not care for Afghan life and did not 
show respect. 

An Afghan Army captain named Hamidullah whose unit 
was not directly involved in the shooting said the Americans 
now were so skittish that they could not be bothered to give 
deference to common military courtesies. Captain Hamidullah 
described an encounter a month ago: An off-duty Afghan 
Army colonel was trying to return home to Kabul from central 
Wardak, but the Americans had set up checkpoints and 
blocked the road. Cars were lining up for hours, and the 
colonel’s only alternative would be to go through the nearby 
villages. That would likely have been a death sentence, since 
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the towns were held by the Taliban; if he were recognized, he 
would probably be tortured and killed. 

"How valuable is an American colonel? He is very 
valuable to you," Captain Hamidullah said. "In the same way, 
our colonel is very valuable to us." 

When Captain Hamidullah approached the American 
sergeant in charge of the checkpoint to explain that they just 
wanted to let their colonel get through, the sergeant brusquely 
waved him away and told him not to come back. "So what do 
you think: I have five emotional soldiers behind me seeing 
their captain disrespected. I am a captain, he was only a 
sergeant," he said. "My solders were ready to shoot him in the 
face." 

That resentment extended to me. 
"Look at this bitch -- they kill us and she comes here to 

spy on us," one soldier said while we were interviewing his 
comrades. 

Another agreed, "They are all spies," he said. 
The Afghan reporter working with me plucked my sleeve. 

"Alissa, we should go," he said. 
The battalion commander for the Afghan men killed by 

the Americans in September is a soft-spoken lieutenant 
colonel from Kapisa Province who has spent 30 years of his 
life in the military. He suggested that leaders like him were 
caught in a vise. He needs an in-person apology from the 

Americans for what happened if he is to have any hope of 
calming his men, yet he seemed to know it was unlikely to be 
forthcoming. 

"An apology will give us a kind of tool to persuade the 
soldiers who were attacked in the guard post; they are mostly 
illiterate and come from remote valleys and provinces," he 
said. 

He is frustrated by the Americans, yet also fearful about 
what will happen when they leave Afghanistan. "It will be 
more difficult in the future when you leave us alone," he said. 
"We don’t have heavy weapons, we don’t have heavy artillery, 
we don’t have enough ammunition. We don’t have night 
vision, we don’t have an air force. This post doesn’t even have 
electricity -- we use oil lamps at night." 

As we drove away, I thought about the soldiers here, with 
just a sand barrier between them and the bombed tankers, 
across the highway from a ridge where the Taliban routinely 
shoot down on them. If the Taliban attacked in force, how 
long would the base hold? 

A few miles up the road, we saw a man wearing a long 
shalwar kameez, bent over something and climbing down next 
to a culvert. 

"What is he doing?" I asked. 
"It looks like he’s putting in an I.E.D.," my Afghan 

colleague said. We didn’t stop to ask. 
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ALLIED NAVIES: 
19. Smaller Naval Programs Garner Great Attention 
(DEFENSE NEWS 24 OCT 12) ... Christopher P. Cavas 

PARIS — With so few new programs announced in the 
naval construction world, it’s only natural that when any 
customer with funding wants a new ship, some major players 
come running. 

The United Arab Emirates are interested in buying a 
small, corvette-sized combatant, between 60 and 85 meters in 
length. A number of shipbuilders recently received a letter 
from the UAE government seeking interest and proposals, and 
at least three have responded. 

Lockheed Martin, prime contractor for the U.S. Navy’s 
Freedom-class littoral combat ships, is offering a scaled-down 
version of its 116-meter LCS. According to sources, the mini-
LCS would retain a waterborne mission zone aft, keeping 
some of the parent design’s modularity. 

While in the past, Lockheed has adapted its basic LCS 
design into more heavily outfitted ships — including an 
“international LCS” fitted with the Aegis combat system — 
it’s believed this is the first time the design has been scaled 
down to adapt to a potential customer’s desires. 

The Australian firm Austal is offering its 80-meter Multi-
Role Vessel (MRV), an aluminum trimaran similar to its 
commercial ferries, and the LCS built for the U.S. Navy by its 
U.S.-based subsidiary. 

Although smaller than the 128-meter LCS built for the 
U.S., the MRV would be more heavily armed and feature 
surface-to-air missiles. It would have a launch-and-recovery 
ramp aft for small boats and vehicles, a mission bay, and a 
hangar sized for a Sikorsky H-60 helicopter. With three 
engines, it could hit 36 knots. 

The MRV also could be fitted with a sensor package from 
Australian CEA Technologies, which handled the anti-ship 
missile defense upgrades for the Australian Navy’s Anzac-
class frigates. 

The contender with perhaps the biggest inside bid, 
however, could be Italy’s Fincantieri. The company already is 
fitting out the Abu Dhabi, a sophisticated, 89-meter-long large 
corvette, and is building the first two 56-meter Falaj 2-class 
patrol boats for the UAE. 

Fincantieri also signed a deal in 2010 to develop a new 
shipyard in the UAE. Located at Alsadr Port in Al Taweelah, 
the Etihad Ship Building facility will initially provide repair 
facilities, than transition to production as part of a technology 
transfer agreement between Fincantieri and the UAE. 

According to sources here at the Euronaval naval 
exposition, the UAE is seeking final input from contenders by 
the end of November and hopes to announce a decision in 
February. 
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COUNTERTERRORISM: 
20. Shifting Mood May End Blank Check For U.S. Security Efforts 
(NEW YORK TIMES 25 OCT 12) ... Scott Shane 

WASHINGTON — Last week, a Bangladeshi student 
was charged in an F.B.I. sting operation with plotting to blow 
up the Federal Reserve Bank in New York. A Somali-
American man was convicted of sending young recruits from 
Minneapolis to a terrorist group in Somalia. In Libya, 
extremists responsible for the killing of four Americans last 
month in Benghazi remained at large. 

The drumbeat of terrorism news never quite stops. And as 
a result, for 11 years since the Sept. 11 attacks, the security 
colossus constructed to protect the nation from Al Qaeda and 
its ilk has continued to grow, propelled by public anxiety, 
stunning advances in surveillance technology and lavish 
spending — about $690 billion over a decade, by one 
estimate, not including the cost of the wars in Iraq and 
Afghanistan. 

Now that may be changing. The looming federal budget 
crunch, a sense that major attacks on the United States are 
unlikely and new bipartisan criticism of the sprawling 
counterterrorism bureaucracy may mean that the open 
checkbook era is nearing an end. 

While the presidential candidates have clashed over 
security for American diplomats in Libya, their campaigns 
have barely mentioned domestic security. That is for a reason: 
fewer than one-half of 1 percent of Americans, in a Gallup 
poll in September, said that terrorism was the country’s most 
important problem. 

But the next administration may face a decision: Has the 
time come to scale back security spending, eliminating the 
least productive programs? Or, with tumult in the Arab world 
and America still a prime target, would that be dangerous? 

Many security experts believe that a retrenchment is 
inevitable and justified. 

“After 9/11, we had to respond with everything we had, 
not knowing what would work best,” said Rick Nelson, a 
former Navy helicopter pilot who served in several 
counterterrorism positions and is now at the Center for 
Strategic and International Studies. “That’s a model we can no 
longer afford, financially or politically.” 

Michael V. Hayden, who led both the National Security 
Agency and the Central Intelligence Agency in the years after 
the Sept. 11 attacks, agrees that the time will come for security 
spending to be scaled back and believes that citizens need to 
decide when that should happen. Personally, he would wait a 
while longer. 

“I would stand fast for now,” said Mr. Hayden, who is an 
adviser to Mitt Romney. 

In the view of most specialists, the danger to United 
States territory from Al Qaeda and its allies is far less than it 
was in 2001. Al Qaeda’s leaders have been relentlessly 
hunted, its ideology was rejected by most of the young 
Muslims who led the Arab revolts, and its recruits in the 
United States have been few. Of more than 160,000 homicides 
in the country since Sept. 11, 2001, just 14 were carried out by 
Qaeda sympathizers in the name of jihad. 

Some of the credit is no doubt due to domestic security 
efforts, which cost $470 billion in federal money, $110 billion 
in state and local budgets and $110 billion in private-sector 
spending from 2002 to 2011, according to John Mueller, a 

political scientist at Ohio State University. That money has 
paid for an alphabet soup of new agencies: the Department of 
Homeland Security, the Office of the Director of National 
Intelligence, the National Counterterrorism Center, the 
Terrorist Screening Center and many others, each with a 
supporting cast of contractors. Old agencies like the C.I.A. and 
the F.B.I. have bulked up, and a record 4.8 million people hold 
security clearances. 

Any move to trim the counterterrorism bureaucracy will 
face daunting opposition. Some Americans will worry that 
cutbacks could put them at risk. Members of Congress will 
fear being labeled soft on terrorism. Lobbyists will fight to 
protect the lucrative domestic security sector. 

For years, counterterrorism programs have been met 
mostly with cheerleading on Capitol Hill, despite billions 
spent on programs that turned out to be troubled or ineffective: 
“puffer” machines for airport screening that were warehoused, 
a high-tech surveillance program on the border with Mexico 
that was shut down, costly machines to sniff city air for 
biological weapons that produced too many false positives. 

No previous Congressional criticism of counterterrorism 
programs, however, has been quite so scathing as a bipartisan 
Senate subcommittee report this month on more than 70 
“fusion centers” nationwide, created to help federal, state and 
local authorities share threat information. The two-year 
investigation found that the centers had failed to help disrupt a 
single terrorist plot, even as they spent hundreds of millions of 
taxpayer dollars and infringed on civil liberties. 

But the reaction to the report illustrated why it will be 
difficult to cut even marginal programs. Senior senators, the 
Department of Homeland Security and a half-dozen law 
enforcement groups rushed to criticize the report and defend 
the centers, which, not coincidentally, provide jobs and 
spending in every state. 

Philip B. Heymann, a Harvard law professor and a former 
deputy attorney general, said that after every war there had 
been an adjustment that shrank the security establishment and 
eased wartime controls to restore the balance of power 
between the government and the citizenry. 

“If you want the America we built over 200 years, we 
always have to be looking for ways to ratchet back these 
controls when it’s safe,” said Mr. Heymann, who is writing a 
book on the subject. “If we tried, we could find a number of 
places where we could move back toward the normal of 2000 
without reducing security.” 

Like other intelligence officials after 2001, Mr. Hayden 
was whipsawed by public wrath: first, for failing to prevent 
the Sept. 11 attacks, and then, a few years later, for having 
permitted the National Security Agency to eavesdrop on 
terrorism suspects in the United States without court approval. 

Perhaps, as a result, he often says that the American 
people need to instruct the government on where to draw the 
line. He told an audience at the University of Michigan last 
month, for instance, that while a plot on the scale of the Sept. 
11 attacks was highly unlikely, smaller terrorist strikes, like 
the shootings by an Army psychiatrist at Fort Hood in Texas 
in 2009, could not always be stopped. 
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“I can actually work to make this less likely than it is 
today,” Mr. Hayden said. “But the question I have for you is: 
What of your privacy, what of your convenience, what of your 
commerce do you want to give up?” 

A big problem for Mr. Hayden’s formula is government 
secrecy, which makes it tough for any citizen to assess 
counterterrorism programs, their value and their intrusion on 
people’s privacy. Ubiquitous new technology has made it far 
easier for agencies to keep watch on Americans, using 
cellphones that track location, Internet monitoring, video 
surveillance cameras, facial recognition software and license 
plate readers. And the government increasingly taps into the 
huge amounts of data that companies gather. 

“I think the greatest threat to privacy these days is the 
enormous amount of data in the hands of private companies 
that could be misused — either by the government or by 
companies,” said John Villasenor, an electrical engineer at the 
University of California, Los Angeles, who studies the social 
impact of technology. “Today almost everything we do is 
recorded by default.” 

Consider the counterterrorism databases that the F.B.I. 
has built, largely in secret, with names like Investigative Data 
Warehouse and Foreign Terrorist Tracking Task Force Data 
Mart. One public glimpse — a heavily redacted 2006 list of 

materials in the Data Mart obtained by Wired magazine under 
the Freedom of Information Act — suggests the sweep of 
information being gathered: sprawling data collections from 
dozens of government agencies, on subjects like suspicious 
bank transactions and lost passports; voluminous records from 
commercial data collectors like Acxiom, ChoicePoint and 
Accurint (which alone accounted for 175 million entries); 
even hotel guest records. 

An F.B.I. spokesman, Christopher M. Allen, declined to 
provide a current list of data in the system. But he said F.B.I. 
rules gave “greater overall protections for privacy than the law 
requires” and were strictly enforced by bureau lawyers. 

Such official assurances do not comfort civil libertarians. 
Marc Rotenberg, the executive director of the Electronic 
Privacy Information Center, a Washington watchdog group, 
said that the easing of government incursions on privacy and 
rights that traditionally followed a war may not come this 
time, because the technology-driven “architecture of 
surveillance and security” remained in place. 

“We’re still left with this largely unaccountable 
infrastructure,” Mr. Rotenberg said. “As long as we don’t 
begin to dismantle that, I’m not sure we will ever move past 
9/11.” 
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21. Brennan Reshaped Anti-Terror Strategy 
CIA veteran emerges at core of effort to cement process for lethal action 
(WASHINGTON POST 25 OCT 12) ... Karen DeYoung 

In his windowless White House office, presidential 
counterterrorism adviser John O. Brennan is compiling the 
rules for a war the Obama administration believes will far 
outlast its own time in office, whether that is just a few more 
months or four more years. 

The “playbook,” as Brennan calls it, will lay out the 
administration’s evolving procedures for the targeted killings 
that have come to define its fight against al-Qaeda and its 
affiliates. It will cover the selection and approval of targets 
from the “disposition matrix,” the designation of who should 
pull the trigger when a killing is warranted, and the legal 
authorities the administration thinks sanction its actions in 
Pakistan, Yemen, Somalia and beyond. 

“What we’re trying to do right now is to have a set of 
standards, a set of criteria, and have a decision-making process 
that will govern our counterterrorism actions — we’re talking 
about direct action, lethal action — so that irrespective of the 
venue where they’re taking place, we have a high confidence 
that they’re being done for the right reasons in the right way,” 
Brennan said in a lengthy interview at the end of August. 

A burly 25-year CIA veteran with a stern public 
demeanor, Brennan is the principal architect of a policy that 
has transformed counterterrorism from a conventional fight 
centered in Afghanistan to a high-tech global effort to track 
down and eliminate perceived enemies one by one. 

What was once a disparate collection of tactics — drone 
strikes by the CIA and the military, overhead surveillance, 
deployment of small Special Forces ground units at far-flung 
bases, and distribution of military and economic aid to 
threatened governments — has become a White House-
centered strategy with Brennan at its core. 

Four years ago, Brennan felt compelled to withdraw from 
consideration as President Obama’s first CIA director because 
of what he regarded as unfair criticism of his role in 
counterterrorism practices as an intelligence official during the 
George W. Bush administration. Instead, he stepped into a job 
in the Obama administration with greater responsibility and 
influence. 

Brennan is leading efforts to curtail the CIA’s primary 
responsibility for targeted killings. Over opposition from the 
agency, he has argued that it should focus on intelligence 
activities and leave lethal action to its more traditional home 
in the military, where the law requires greater transparency. 
Still, during Brennan’s tenure, the CIA has carried out 
hundreds of drone strikes in Pakistan and opened a new base 
for armed drones in the Arabian Peninsula. 

Although he insists that all agencies have the opportunity 
to weigh in on decisions, making differing perspectives 
available to the Oval Office, Brennan wields enormous power 
in shaping decisions on “kill” lists and the allocation of armed 
drones, the war’s signature weapon. 

When operations are proposed in Yemen, Somalia or 
elsewhere, it is Brennan alone who takes the recommendations 
to Obama for a final sign-off. 

As the war against al-Qaeda and related groups moves to 
new locations and new threats, Brennan and other senior 
officials describe the playbook as an effort to constrain the 
deployment of drones by future administrations as much as it 
provides a framework for their expanded use in what has 
become the United States’ permanent war. 

“This needs to be sustainable,” one senior administration 
official said, “and we need to think of it in ways that 
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contemplate other people sitting in all the chairs around the 
table.” 

A Critical Player 
There is widespread agreement that Obama and Brennan, 

one of the president’s most trusted aides, are like-minded on 
counterterrorism policy. 

“Ever since the first couple of months, I felt there was a 
real similarity of views that gave me a sense of comfort,” 
Brennan said. “I don’t think we’ve had a disagreement.” 

But the concentration of power in one person, who is 
unelected and unconfirmed by Congress, does not sit well with 
critics. 

To many in the international legal community and among 
human rights and civil liberties activists, Brennan runs a 
policy so secret that it is impossible for outsiders to judge 
whether it complies with the laws of war or U.S. values — or 
even determine the total number of people killed. 

“Brennan says the administration is committed to ‘greater 
transparency,’ ” Human Rights Watch said in response to a 
speech he gave in May about drones. But despite 
“administration assertions that ‘innocent civilians’ have not 
been injured or killed, except in the ‘rarest of circumstances,’ 
there has been no clear accounting of civilian loss or 
opportunity to meaningfully examine the administration’s 
assertions.” 

Although outsiders have criticized the policy itself, some 
inside the administration take issue with how Brennan has run 
it. One former senior counterterrorism official described 
Brennan as the “single point of failure” in the strategy, saying 
he controls too much and delegates too little. 

A former top Defense Department official sounded a 
similar note. “He holds his cards incredibly close,” he said. “If 
I ask for the right one to be seen, he’ll show it to me. But he’s 
not going to show me everything he’s got in his hand.” 

Michael E. Leiter, who headed the National 
Counterterrorism Center until mid-2011, described Brennan as 
a forceful leader and “a critical player in getting this president 
comfortable with the tools of the trade.” 

Leiter said that he and Brennan “disagreed not 
infrequently” on fleeting issues, including interpretations of a 
piece of intelligence or how to respond to a specific threat. But 
there was a more significant issue: Leiter said Brennan was 
less focused on root causes of radicalization, in part because of 
how Brennan and the White House defined his job. 

Leiter was one of the few people who allowed his name to 
be used among the nearly dozen current and former senior 
national security officials interviewed for this article. Most 
spoke on the condition of anonymity under restrictions 
imposed by the administration or because they were not 
authorized to discuss certain issues. 

For each of Brennan’s critics, there are many associates 
who use the words “moral compass” to describe his role in the 
White House. It is Brennan, they say, who questions the 
justification for each drone attack, who often dials back what 
he considers excessive zeal by the CIA and the military, and 
who stands up for diplomatic and economic assistance 
components in the overall strategy. 

Brennan’s bedrock belief in a “just war,” they said, is 
tempered by his deep knowledge of the Middle East, Islam 
and the CIA, and the critical thinking forged during a classic 
Jesuit education. 

Some White House aides describe him as a nearly priest-
like presence in their midst, with a moral depth leavened by a 
dry Irish wit. 

One CIA colleague, former general counsel John Rizzo, 
recalled his rectitude surfacing in unexpected ways. Brennan 
once questioned Rizzo’s use of the “BCC” function in the 
agency’s e-mail system to send a blind copy of a message to a 
third party without the primary recipient’s knowledge. 

“He wasn’t joking,” Rizzo said. “He regarded that as 
underhanded.” 

Brennan, 57, was born in the gritty New Jersey town of 
North Bergen, across the Hudson River from Midtown 
Manhattan. His Irish-immigrant parents, now in their early 
90s, were strict and devout Catholics, traits his brother Tom 
said Brennan embodied from an early age. “It was almost like 
I had two fathers,” Tom Brennan said. 

John Brennan’s formative experiences at Fordham 
University, where he earned a degree in political science, 
included a summer in Indonesia, which has the world’s largest 
Muslim population, and a junior year at the American 
University in Cairo, where he studied Arabic and the region 
that would dominate his intelligence career and greatly 
influence his White House tenure. 

In 1980, soon after receiving a master’s degree in 
government from the University of Texas at Austin, Brennan 
answered a CIA recruitment ad in a newspaper. By the middle 
of the decade, he had spent two years in Saudi Arabia and was 
among the agency’s leading Middle Eastern analysts. 

“He was probably the hardest-working human being I 
ever encountered,” said a former senior CIA official who 
worked for Brennan on the Middle East desk. Brennan, he 
said, was regarded as insightful, even imaginative, but had a 
seriousness that set him apart. 

In 1999, after a second tour in Saudi Arabia as CIA 
station chief, he returned to headquarters as chief of staff for 
then-Director George J. Tenet. In 2001, he became deputy 
executive director, just months before a team of al-Qaeda 
operatives — most of them from Saudi Arabia — used four 
hijacked U.S. airliners to kill nearly 3,000 people on Sept. 11. 

‘I … Do What I Think Is Right’ 
Brennan’s belief in his competence and probity has 

sometimes led to political blind spots. Tenet tapped him in 
2003 to build the new CIA-based Terrorist Threat Integration 
Center to bridge pre-Sept. 11 intelligence gaps. But Brennan 
was bypassed by the Bush administration a year later for two 
key jobs — head of the National Counterterrorism Center and 
deputy to the new director of national intelligence — largely 
because of his criticism of the Iraq war. 

As a private citizen after leaving government, Brennan 
spoke publicly about counterterrorism controversies of the 
day. He defended the CIA’s rendition of suspected terrorists as 
“an absolutely vital tool” but described waterboarding as 
within “the classic definition of torture.” Brennan also 
criticized the military as moving too far into traditional 
intelligence spheres. 

His career in government appeared to be over until he was 
invited in late 2007 to join the nascent presidential campaign 
of Barack Obama. Although Obama and Brennan did not meet 
until after the election, their first conversation during the 
transition revealed profound harmony on issues of intelligence 
and what the president-elect called the “war against al-Qaeda.” 
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But when Brennan’s name circulated as Obama’s choice 
to head the CIA, he again came under political fire — this 
time from liberals who accused him of complicity in the 
agency’s use of brutal interrogation measures under Bush. 
Spooked by the criticism, Obama quickly backtracked and 
Brennan withdrew. 

“It has been immaterial to the critics that I have been a 
strong opponent of many of the policies of the Bush 
administration such as preemptive war in Iraq and coercive 
interrogation tactics, to include waterboarding,” he wrote in an 
angry withdrawal letter released to the media. 

Several former intelligence colleagues said that, although 
Brennan had criticized the CIA interrogation methods after he 
left the government, they could not recall him doing so as a 
senior executive at the agency. 

Brennan was given responsibility in the White House for 
counterterrorism and homeland security, a position that 
required no Senate confirmation and had no well-defined 
duties. At the outset, colleagues said they wondered what his 
job would be. 

But to a young administration new to the secret details of 
national security threats and responsibilities, Brennan was a 
godsend. 

And for the man passed over for other posts, it was 
vindication. “I’ve been crucified by the left and the right, 
equally so,” and rejected by the Bush administration “because 
I was not seen as someone who was a team player,” Brennan 
said in the interview. 

“I’m probably not a team player here, either,” he said of 
the Obama administration. “I tend to do what I think is right. 
But I find much more comfort, I guess, in the views and 
values of this president.” 

Brennan and others on the inside found that Obama, 
hailed as a peacemaker by the left and criticized by the right as 
a naive pacifist, was willing to move far more aggressively 
than Bush against perceived extremists. 

Yemen Is A ‘Model’ 
From the outset, Brennan expressed concern about the 

spread of al-Qaeda beyond South Asia, particularly to Yemen, 
according to administration officials involved in the early 
talks. 

U.S. counterterrorism policy had long been concentrated 
on Pakistan, where the Bush administration had launched 
sporadic CIA drone attacks against senior al-Qaeda and 
Taliban leaders. Within two years, Obama had more than 
tripled the number of strikes in Pakistan, from 36 in 2008 to 
122 in 2010, according to the New America Foundation. 

Eventually, Obama and Brennan decided the program was 
getting out of hand. High-value targets were becoming 
elusive, accusations of civilian deaths were rising, and strikes 
were increasingly directed toward what the angry Pakistanis 
called mere “foot soldiers.” 

But with Pakistan’s adamant refusal to allow U.S. military 
operations on its soil, taking what was considered a highly 
successful program out of CIA hands was viewed as 
counterproductive and too complicated. Although CIA strikes 
in other countries and military strikes outside Afghanistan 
require Obama’s approval, the agency has standing permission 
to attack targets on an approved list in Pakistan without asking 
the White House. 

Although the administration has “wrestled with” the 
Pakistan program, it was always considered an initiative of the 
previous administration, a senior official said. In Yemen, the 
Obama team began to build its own counterterrorism 
architecture. 

The turning point came on Christmas Day in 2009, when 
a Nigerian trained by Yemen-based al-Qaeda in the Arabian 
Peninsula, an offshoot of Osama bin Laden’s terrorist group, 
penetrated post-Sept. 11 defenses and nearly detonated a bomb 
aboard a Detroit-bound airliner. 

In the wake of the failed attack, Brennan “got more into 
tactical issues,” said Leiter, the former NCTC head. “He dug 
into more operational stuff than he had before.” 

Brennan made frequent visits to Yemen and Saudi Arabia, 
its closest neighbor and the dominant regional power. He used 
his longtime contacts in the region to cement a joint U.S.-
Saudi policy that would ultimately — with the help of 
Yemen’s Arab Spring revolt — bring a more cooperative 
government to power. He often spoke of the need to address 
“upstream” problems of poverty and poor governance that led 
to “downstream” radicalization, and pushed for economic aid 
to buttress a growing military and intelligence presence. 

Yemen quickly became the place where the United States 
would “get ahead of the curve” on terrorism that had become 
so difficult to round in Pakistan, one official said. As 
intelligence and military training programs were expanded, the 
military attacked AQAP targets in Yemen and neighboring 
Somalia using both fixed-wing aircraft and drones launched 
from a base in Djibouti on the Horn of Africa. 

Despite Brennan’s professed dismay at the transformation 
of the CIA into a paramilitary entity with killing authority, the 
agency was authorized to operate its own armed aircraft out of 
a new base in the Arabian Peninsula. 

Beginning in 2011, discussions on targeting, strikes and 
intelligence that had been coordinated by a committee set up 
by Adm. Mike Mullen, then the chairman of the Joint Chiefs 
of Staff, were gradually drawn into the White House under 
Brennan, who, according to several accounts, struggled to pare 
back increasingly expansive target lists in Yemen. At one 
meeting last year, one senior official said, Obama weighed in 
to warn that Yemen was not Afghanistan, and that “we are not 
going to war in Yemen.” 

Today, Brennan said, “there are aspects of the Yemen 
program that I think are a true model of what I think the U.S. 
counterterrorism community should be doing” as it tracks the 
spread of al-Qaeda allies across Northern Africa. 

As targets move to different locations, and new threats “to 
U.S. interests and to U.S. persons and property” are identified 
in Africa and elsewhere, Brennan described a step-by-step 
program of escalation. “First and foremost, I would want to 
work through local authorities and see whether or not we can 
provide them the intelligence, and maybe even give them 
some enhanced capability, to take action to bring that person 
to justice,” he said. 

For those governments that are “unwilling or unable” to 
act, he said, “then we have an obligation as a government to 
protect our people, and if we need then to take action 
ourselves … we look at what those options are as well.” 

In late August, Brennan said he saw no need “to go 
forward with some kind of kinetic action in places like Mali,” 
where al-Qaeda allies have seized control of a broad swath of 
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territory. Since then, Brennan and other officials have begun 
to compare the situation in Mali to Somalia, where drone and 
other air attacks have supplemented a U.S.-backed African 
military force. 

An Opaque Process 
Where Obama and Brennan envision a standardized 

counterterrorism program bound by domestic and international 
law, some others see a secretive killing machine of 
questionable legality and limitless expansion. 

Many civil libertarians and human rights experts disdain 
claims by Brennan and others that the drone program has 
become increasingly transparent, noting that the 
administration has yet to provide even minimal details about 
targeting decisions or to take responsibility for the vast 
majority of attacks. 

“For more than two years, senior officials have been 
making claims about the program both on the record and off. 
They’ve claimed that the program is effective, lawful and 
closely supervised,” Jameel Jaffer, deputy legal director of the 
American Civil Liberties Union, said last month in appealing 
repeated court refusals to force the administration to release 
more information. 

Some critics have described it as immoral, rejecting the 
administration’s claims that few civilians have been among 
the nearly 3,000 people estimated to have been killed in drone 
attacks. There is ample evidence in Pakistan that the more than 
300 strikes launched under Obama have helped turn the vast 
majority of the population vehemently against the United 
States. 

None of the United States’ chief allies has publicly 
supported the targeted killings; many of them privately 
question the administration’s claim that it comports with 
international law and worry about the precedent it sets for 
others who inevitably will acquire the same technology. 

To the extent that it aspires to make the program’s 
standards and processes more visible, the playbook has been a 
source of friction inside the administration. “Other than the 
State Department, there are not a lot of advocates for 
transparency,” one official said. Some officials expressed 
concern that the playbook has become a “default” option for 
counterterrorism. 

The CIA, which declined to comment for this article, is 
said to oppose codifying procedures that might lock it into 
roles it cannot expand or maneuver around in the future. 
Directors at most national security agencies agree on targeting 
rules that are already in place, an official close to Brennan 
said. But “when it’s written down on paper, institutions may 
look at it in a different way.” 

The CIA, which is preparing a proposal to increase its 
drone fleet, considers Brennan “a rein, a constrainer. He is 
using his intimate knowledge of intelligence and the process to 
pick apart their arguments that might be expansionary,” a 
senior official outside the White House said. 

Two administration officials said that CIA drones were 
responsible for two of the most controversial attacks in Yemen 
in 2011 — one that killed American-born cleric Anwar al-
Awlaki, a prominent figure in al-Qaeda in the Arabian 
Peninsula, and a second a few days later that killed his 16-
year-old son, also an American citizen. One of the officials 
called the second attack “an outrageous mistake … they were 
going after the guy sitting next to him.” 

Both operations remain secret and unacknowledged, 
because of what officials said were covert action rules that tied 
their hands when it came to providing information. 

Some intelligence officials said Brennan has made little 
substantive effort to shift more responsibility to the military. 
But Brennan and others described a future in which the CIA is 
eased out of the clandestine-killing business, and said the 
process will become more transparent under Defense 
Department oversight and disclosure rules. 

“Deniable missions” are not the military norm, one 
official said. 

Said Brennan: “I think the president always needs the 
ability to do things under his chief executive powers and 
authorities, to include covert action.” But, he added, “I think 
the rule should be that if we’re going to take actions overseas 
that result in the deaths of people, the United States should 
take responsibility for that.” 

One official said that “for a guy whose reputation is 
focused on how tough he is on counterterrorism,” Brennan is 
“more focused than anybody in the government on the legal, 
ethical and transparency questions associated with all this.” By 
drawing so much decision-making directly into his own office, 
said another, he has “forced a much better process at the CIA 
and the Defense Department.” 

Even if Obama is reelected, Brennan may not stay for 
another term. That means someone else is likely to be 
interpreting his playbook. 

“Do I want this system to last forever?” a senior official 
said. “No. Do I think it’s the best system for now? Yes.” 

“What is scary,” he concluded, “is the apparatus set up 
without John to run it.” 

Greg Miller and Julie Tate contributed to this report. This 
is the second of three articles. 
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SURFACE FLEET: 
22. NASSCO Delivers Cargo Ship Cesar Chavez To Navy 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 24 OCT 12) ... Gary Robbins 

General Dynamics NASSCO delivered the cargo ship 
Cesar Chavez to the Navy Wednesday, ending a decade-long 
program in which the San Diego shipyard built 14 vessels for 
the Military Sealift Command. 

The Navy accepted the 689-foot ship during a signing 
ceremony on board the Chavez, which will be used to 
transport supplies and ammunition. NASSCO designed and 

built all 14 of the Lewis and Clark-class ships on San Diego 
Bay. 

"It's a little bittersweet to see this come to an end," said 
Jim Gill, a NASSCO spokesman. "The program had a 
transformative effect on the shipyard, making us more 
competitive. And we're applying the lessons we learned with 
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the cargo ships to building the new Mobile Landing Platform 
(MLP) ships." 

NASSCO delivered the Cesar Chavez two days after it 
was announced that it has received a tentative order from 
American Petroleum Tankers to contract two large product 
carriers. The deal hinges on whether APT can obtain a $340 
million loan from the federal government to refinance its 
existing five tankers. 

NASSCO needs the contracts. Its Navy ship repair 
business is doing well, and the company is building three MLP 
ships. But the completion of the cargo ship line left NASSCO 
scrambling for new commercial business. Without the new 
tanker contracts, the company could be force to trim its 
workforce, which now stands at about 3,000. 
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SUBMARINES: 
23. Submarine USS Minnesota To Be Christened Saturday 
(ST. PAUL PIONEER PRESS 24 OCT 12) ... Joseph Lindberg 

The U.S. Navy's newest fighting vessel, the USS 
Minnesota, will be christened Saturday, Oct. 27, nearly five 
years after construction began on the nuclear-powered 
submarine. 

The 7,800-ton behemoth will have a bottle of champagne 
smashed across its hull in Newport News, Va., at which point 
it will officially be christened the "Minnesota," according to 
the ship's website. 

The ship, a Virginia-class fast attack submarine, will 
officially become an active ship in the U.S. Navy when it is 
commissioned next summer. 

USS Minnesota was the name of two previous U.S. 
warships: A wooden steam frigate launched in 1855 and a 
Connecticut-class battleship launched in 1905. 

Saturday's ceremony is not open to the public. Guests 
include shipbuilders and their families, Minnesota Sailors and 
their families along with Navy and government 
representatives. 

Huntington Ingalls Industries -- a company that designs, 
builds and maintains ships for the U.S. Navy and Coast Guard 
-- will provide a live webcast of the event. 

Return to Index 
 
 

AVIATION: 
24. Lockheed Sees "Great Progress" On F-35 Fighter 
(REUTERS 24 OCT 12) ... Andrea Shalal-Esa 

WASHINGTON -- Lockheed Martin Corp. on 
Wednesday said it was making "great progress" on the F-35 
fighter jet program, with F-35 deliveries exceeding those of F-
16 fighters and C-130J transport planes combined for the first 
time in the third quarter. 

Chief Operating Officer Chris Kubasik, who takes over as 
CEO next month, said there were 94 F-35 jets in various 
stages of production at Lockheed plants in Fort Worth, Texas 
and Marietta, Georgia, plus a final assembly plant in Italy run 
by Alenia, a subsidiary of Finmeccanica SpA. 

He said the program, restructured three times in recent 
years to slow production and work out lingering technical 
challenges, had completed nearly 1,000 test flights in total. 
Test flights were 25 percent ahead of plan as of September. 

"This program is making great progress and it really has a 
lot of momentum," Kubasik told reporters on Wednesday 
during a discussion about Lockheed's third-quarter earnings. 

He said labor costs were coming down faster on the F-35 
program than any previous fighter jet program in over 40 
years. Lockheed is on track to hit its target unit "flyaway" 
cost, excluding development, of $67 million in fiscal 2012 
dollars by 2018, he added. 

The program was in the limelight again last month, when 
the Pentagon's future F-35 program manager, Major General 
Christopher Bogdan, said ties between Lockheed and the 
government were the "worst" he'd ever seen. 

Kubasik said Bogdan visited Lockheed's mammoth Fort 
Worth plant last week for what officials described as a "very 

productive" visit. This week, the new Air Force Chief of Staff 
General Mark Welsh, toured the plant. 

Chief Executive Bob Stevens, who retires at the end of 
the year, said the F-35 program was challenging from the very 
beginning since its three variants will replace 10 warplanes 
now in service. He said Lockheed was working closely with 
the government to resolve remaining challenges. 

"We will do everything that we must do to have very high 
quality relations and get everything about this program right 
because the stakes for the country and for our friends and 
allies are just too damned high to set the bar anywhere else," 
Stevens told analysts during a separate call. 

He said the program had an unprecedented level of 
transparency which was good, but also sometimes had "lousy" 
consequences since people came to the wrong conclusions 
about how difficult it would be to resolve a technical issue. 

"We're happy to pick yourselves up and move ourselves 
forward," he said. "When we're not doing well we'll redouble 
our efforts to get this right." 

Chief Financial Officer Bruce Tanner told analysts that 
Lockheed expected to finalize a contract with the government 
for a fifth batch of fighter jets in the fourth quarter, which 
would help free up initial funding for the sixth batch of 
fighters. 

Lockheed and the Pentagon have been negotiating the 
fifth production contract since December 2011, but Kubasik 
said Lockheed was still responding to requests for information 
from the government. 
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One government official who is close to the negotiations 
said the contractual process had been exceptionally trying, 
with Lockheed often providing reams of extraneous data 
instead of simply providing the cost data that had been 
requested. 

Kubasik told reporters that work on those planes was 
already 50-percent completed under an earlier preliminary 
contract, which meant the government could assess actual 
production and labor costs on the program, as opposed to 
relying on estimates. 

He said Lockheed had also reworked a computerized 
logistics program after it ran into security challenges earlier 
this year. He said work on the system, known as the 

Autonomic Logistics Information System (ALIS) was 94 
percent complete, and it was being tested now at Edwards Air 
Force Base in California. 

The Marine Corps needs the software to be working when 
the first F-35 arrives at an air base in Arizona next month to 
kick off creation of the first operational F-35 squadron. 

"By all accounts people are very satisfied with the 
progress we've made on ALIS," he told reporters. 

Kubasik said the Pentagon had also approved Lockheed's 
plan for fixing a troubled cost-tracking system, and he 
expected the Pentagon's Defense Contracts Management 
Agency to scale back its withholding of payments on the 
program from 5 percent to 2 percent early next year. 
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TECHNOLOGY: 
25. Path For Directed Energy Tricky, Stackley Says 
(DEFENSE DAILY 25 OCT 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

Fielding directed energy weapons in the future remains a 
challenge for the Navy as it continues to develop a “roadmap” 
for bringing the technology to the warfighter and examining 
how it would operate on ships, the service’s acquisition chief 
said yesterday. 

Sean Stackley, the assistant secretary of the Navy for 
research, development and acquisition, told a gathering that a 
directed energy steering group established last December is 
exploring a plan to synchronize the development of directed 
energy with sustained investment, and creating a timeline to 
get it on platforms. 

“By itself it will not get out of the lab,” Stackley said at 
an Office of Naval Research conference hosted by American 
Society of Naval Engineers that took place just outside 
Washington. “What we’ve got to do is marry up directed 
energy not merely with the threat, but with the platform that is 
going to take that capability to the fight.” 

“There is not a neat, quick, simple matchup,” he added. 
The ONR has been leading the Navy’s effort on directed 

energy weapons and oversees the Maritime Laser 

Demonstration (MLD) program. Directed energy weapons like 
lasers are viewed by the Navy as an efficient way to fight 
future wars by reducing reliance on munitions that occupy 
space on ships and require restocking. 

Stackley cautioned, however, that it will take some time 
before directed energy finds a role in the battlespace. He said 
the goal over the short term is to figure out how to pull it out 
of the lab and into the hands of the warfighter, and determine 
what ships would need to power and operate a directed energy 
system. 

“This is not a next year sort of thing,” he said. “So the 
course in the next year or so is developing the roadmap 
targeting completion of development, ultimate integration, so 
that this true leap ahead capability can get in the hands of the 
fleet and warfighter sooner than if we simply left it to a 
technology push.” 

“It’s a promising capability without a clear path to a ship 
or even ground station that is going to put it to work,” 
Stackley added. 
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CYBER: 
26. Lockheed, Intel, Others Team Up To Tackle Cyber Challenges 
(REUTERS 24 OCT 12) ... Andrea Shalal-Esa 

WASHINGTON -- Five U.S. technology companies, 
including top weapons maker Lockheed Martin Corp and chip 
maker Intel, plan to team up to tackle "grand challenges" in 
cyberspace amid growing concerns about computer security. 

The non-profit research consortium, to be known as the 
Cyber Security Research Alliance (CSRA), will also include 
Advanced Micro Devices, Honeywell International and EMC 
Corp's RSA Security division as founding members. 

The consortium will coordinate industry research and 
work closely with government to develop "break-through 
technologies" to improve cybersecurity, said its president Lee 
Holcomb, a senior executive at Lockheed's information 
systems and global solutions division. 

Initial prototypes could be developed within a year to 18 
months, possibly addressing the security issues raised by the 

proliferation of so-called embedded devices, such as 
controllers in cars and the power grid, Holcomb told Reuters 
in a telephone interview on Wednesday. 

"We're going to try to bring together the government, 
academia and industry to collectively lay out a road map for 
what are the critical problems and what are the technical 
solutions and approaches that may work," he said. "How do 
we make it real?" 

U.S. Defense Secretary Leon Panetta last week 
highlighted the growing threat of cyber attacks, noting that 
hackers were already going after banks and were developing 
the ability to strike U.S. power grids and government systems. 

An August cyber attack on Saudi Arabia's state oil 
company, Saudi Aramco, that crippled some 30,000 
computers, was probably the most destructive attack ever 
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directed against the private sector, he said. U.S. financial 
institutions have been under sustained attack in recent weeks 
by suspected Iranian hackers. 

Ron Perez, director of security architecture at AMD, said 
the alliance grew out of an ad hoc group of industry executives 
that began meeting in late 2009. 

"What's new here is the recognition that there are 
challenges out there that are bigger than any one company, 
any one university, or consortium of universities, and even 
bigger than what the government can do on their own," he 
said. 

"To really address these problems, it's going to take a 
long-term, well thought-out collaboration process," Perez said. 
"And then we need to pick the low-hanging fruit and start 
delivering on some of those processes." 

Holcomb said each of the five founding companies had 
paid $60,000 in membership dues, but 15 to 20 other 
companies had expressed interest in joining the non-profit 
alliance. 

The group also plans to convene a public symposium 
early next year with the National Institute of Standards and 
Technology to connect researchers with officials from the 
private, academic and government sectors. 
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BUSINESS: 
27. Lockheed, Northrop And Boeing Beat Forecasts, General Dynamics Misses 
(REUTERS 24 OCT 12) ... Andrea Shalal-Esa 

WASHINGTON -- Three of the biggest U.S. weapons 
makers beat third-quarter earnings forecasts on Wednesday 
and raised their guidance for the full year, although the specter 
of additional U.S. defense budget cuts continued to cloud the 
industry's outlook for 2013. 

Lockheed Martin Corp., Boeing Co.'s defense division 
and Northrop Grumman Corp. reported higher earnings and 
solid margins despite weakening sales. 

General Dynamics Corp. missed Wall Street earnings 
forecasts, mainly due to a $25 million charge to revalue its 
inventory of ruggedized computers, or computers designed to 
operate in harsh environments. But it maintained its guidance 
for full-year earnings at roughly the same level, which 
appeared to reassure investors. 

Each of the companies underscored its efforts to drive 
down cost and improve affordability given continued pressure 
on military budgets, and underscored the growing importance 
of international sales to help offset declining U.S. demand. 
Share buybacks and strong dividends were another key theme. 

"Because of defense budget constraints and the risk of 
sequestration, investors were setting the bar pretty low for the 
sector," said Edward Jones analyst Matt Collins, referring to 
the budget cuts. 

He said third-quarter results had changed that equation 
somewhat, although uncertainty remained. "As a group they 
were able to step over the bar and restore some confidence in 
these stocks today." 

Lockheed, which has led the industry's campaign to stave 
off across-the-board cuts required under so-called 
sequestration, said its preliminary 2013 forecast assumed that 
Congress and the White House would avert the $500 billion in 
additional defense cuts that are due to start taking effect in 
January. If the cuts did happen, it predicted a material effect 
on its results. 

Chief Executive Bob Stevens, who retires at the end of 
the year, said the company had no secret information about a 
possible compromise to stave off the sequestration cuts, but 
said he fully expected Congress to address the issue when 
lawmakers return after the November elections. 

Uncertainty 
General Dynamics Chief Executive Jay Johnson told 

analysts there was "no one on earth" who could predict what 

would happen, and said his company was planning for how to 
deal with the budget cuts if they took effect as planned. 

He said uncertainty about future U.S. defense budgets was 
depressing government orders in its shorter-cycle businesses, 
especially in information systems and technology, and the 
trend was likely to continue in the fourth quarter. 

"We are also extremely concerned about the profound 
disruption and paralysis that implementing these cuts will 
likely have on our customer and thus our entire industry," 
Johnson, a former Navy Secretary, told analysts. 

Marion Blakey, president of the Aerospace Industries 
Association, on Tuesday called on President Barack Obama 
and Congress to appoint a small committee to hammer out a 
compromise even before lawmakers return to Washington. 

Rob Stallard at RBC Capital Markets said the results were 
a "mixed bag," with companies doing a good job managing 
costs to preserve margins in long cycle equipment programs, 
but facing tougher challenges in services and other short cycle 
areas. 

Jason Gursky of Citibank noted that many weapons 
programs were transitioning into production, where margins 
are generally higher than in development, and industry leaders 
were committed to paying solid dividends and buying back 
shares. 

But a declining discount rate meant many of the 
companies faced headwinds around pension expenses next 
year, even as revenue remained under pressure. 

"The sky is not falling ... but there are challenges," 
Gursky said. 

Boeing posted stronger-than-expected results for the third 
quarter as its defense business improved and commercial 
aircraft deliveries surged, and the company raised its full-year 
forecast for the third time this year. 

Defense revenue fell slightly from a year earlier but 
margins in that business improved. This showed Boeing's 
ability to be "very aggressive" in cutting costs at a time when 
defense spending is contracting in the United States and 
Europe, said Ken Herbert, an analyst at Imperial Capital LLC. 

Boeing shares were down 0.3 percent at $72.62 on 
Wednesday afternoon. 

Lockheed, the largest U.S. arms maker, boosted third-
quarter earnings by 11 percent, beating expectations by a wide 
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margin, and once again raised its full-year forecast. But it said 
revenue would decline slightly in 2013. 

Rob Stallard at RBC Capital Markets said the results 
surpassed his already-upbeat expectations. 

"The upside to revenues is particularly notable in this 
tough defense environment, with continued progress on the 
margins," he wrote in a note to clients. 

"Given the company's track record, it looks like it should 
be able to weather a tough defense market next year relatively 
well, assuming that sequestration does not occur." 

Lockheed shares were trading 2.2 percent higher at 
$93.93 on Wednesday afternoon. 

Northrop Grumman also beat earnings forecasts on 
margin strength, although quarterly profit fell below year-
earlier levels due to a $66 million fall in net pension income. 

Northrop, which builds Global Hawk unmanned 
surveillance planes, radars and electronic systems, said it now 
expects full-year earnings of between $7.35 and $7.40 per 
share, up from its prior view of between $7.05 and $7.25 per 
share. 

Joe Nadol at JP Morgan said the results were good, but 
that Northrop shares were not getting as much of a boost since 

they have been the best performer in the industry so far this 
year. 

"We still question the sustainability of the margin strength 
that drove the quarter's beat," he wrote in a note to clients. 

Northrop shares were down 1 percent at $68.95 on 
Wednesday afternoon on the New York Stock Exchange. 

General Dynamics, which builds warships, ground 
combat vehicles and business jets, said third-quarter earnings 
slid 8 percent as margins fell, but it still expected earnings of 
between $7.00 and $7.05 for the full year, versus its previous 
view of $7.00 to $7.10 per share. 

It said demand in the quarter was particularly strong for 
aerospace products, including every type of Gulfstream 
aircraft, and said recent orders for military communications 
equipment were good news for its defense division. 

Johnson said the company made "notable progress" on 
several core programs, including certification of the 
Gulfstream G650 and G280 aircraft, but analysts were 
disappointed about lower-than-expected margins in that 
business. 

General Dynamics shares were up 2.3 percent at $67.75 in 
afternoon trading. 
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LEGAL: 
28. USS Cole Hearing Delayed Due To Hurricane 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 24 OCT 12) 

A preliminary hearing about the USS Cole bombing on 
the U.S. naval base in Guantanamo, Cuba, was delayed 
Wednesday due to an approaching hurricane, the Pentagon 
said. 

Proceedings -- as well as a broadcast to Fort Meade, a 
military base near Washington -- were interrupted around 3:30 
pm local time (1930 GMT) and the judge decided to adjourn 
the session until 11 am (1500 GMT) Thursday, a spokesman 
said. 

Hurricane Sandy, a category one storm on the five-point 
Saffir-Simpson scale, was expected to hit eastern Cuba -- 
where Guantanamo is situated -- late Wednesday after 
battering Jamaica, according to U.S. forecasters. 

At Guantanamo, strong rain and destructive winds greater 
than 50 knots were anticipated within the next 48 hours, said a 
statement from the naval base's emergency operations center. 

In anticipation of the storm, all boating, diving and 
swimming has been suspended, beaches have been closed and 
ferries secured. As of the early evening, roads were ordered 
closed to everyone except emergency response personnel. 

Earlier Wednesday, Saudi national Abd al-Rahim al-
Nashiri, the alleged mastermind of the deadly October 2000 
attack in Yemen, stood before the special military court and 
complained of having to wear chains and endure attacks from 
guards at the U.S. prison in Guantanamo. 
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COMMENTARY: 
29. Syria Spreads Its War 
Murdered Lebanese leader Wissam al-Hassan foresaw Bashar al-Assad’s provocation. 
(WASHINGTON POST 25 OCT 12) ... Editorial 

During a visit to Washington in late August, Gen. Wissam 
al-Hassan, the intelligence chief of Lebanon’s internal security 
forces, offered a grim assessment of the civil war raging in 
neighboring Syria and its likely impact on the region. Dictator 
Bashar al-Assad, he told us, still had a chance to outlast the 
rebellion against him, though “it will take a couple of years 
and more than 100,000 killed.” For the Assad regime, he 
added, “one of the solutions of the Syrian conflict is to move it 
outside Syria. He survives by making it a regional conflict.” 

A little more than seven weeks later, Mr. Hassan was 
dead, killed in an Oct. 19 car bombing in Beirut that has taken 
Lebanon to the brink of its own sectarian war. Most Lebanese 

not allied with the Hezbollah movement agree with former 
prime minister Saad Hariri that “it is clear as day” who 
sponsored the assassination. In short, Mr. Assad is attempting 
to implement the very strategy that Mr. Hassan spoke of. 

The intelligence chief was a key member of the pro-
Western group that governed Lebanon for several years after 
the 2005 “Cedar Revolution” forced Syria to end 30 years of 
military occupation — and he had been fighting to prevent Mr. 
Assad from meddling in his country. In August, he exposed a 
plot by a former Lebanese cabinet minister with close ties to 
Mr. Assad who had conspired to smuggle explosives into the 
country for a series of bombings. He was pressing Lebanon’s 
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weak prime minister, Najib Mikati, to order the disarmament 
of a pro-Syrian militia that had provoked clashes in northern 
Lebanon. 

But Mr. Mikati is constrained by Hezbollah, a Syrian 
client that is the strongest force in the current government. 
“Mikati won’t move” against Syria’s provocations, Mr. 
Hassan told us, “unless Assad is dead or outside the country.” 

Mr. Hassan proved all too prescient. Mr. Mikati has done 
little to respond to the bombing — the worst such attack in 
Lebanon in four years — other than to deploy the army to 
quell incipient sectarian clashes. He has refused to resign, a 
step that could open the way to the formation of a government 
that does not include Hezbollah. In this, remarkably, he had 
the support of the Obama administration, whose first response 
to the attack was to dispatch the U.S. ambassador in Lebanon 

to join her Russian and Chinese colleagues in meeting the 
president to appeal for “stability” in the country. 

The State Department subsequently softened that stance, 
saying that it would support a “process leading to a new 
government.” But in Lebanon as well as Syria, the Obama 
administration is pursuing the shortsighted policy of seeking 
to restrain anti-Assad forces. That strategy has had no effect in 
either country other than to empower U.S. enemies and 
jihadist groups, whose foreign sponsors are showering them 
with weapons and cash. 

Mr. Hassan warned us that the prolongation of the 
fighting in Syria would lead “to sectarian war and a destroyed 
civil society.” He added: “The [Syrian] Army will 
disintegrate, and after its collapse there will be chaos.” By 
refusing to arm or protect secular and liberal forces, the 
Obama administration is helping to ensure that outcome. 
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30. We're Winning In Afghanistan 
Why hasn't the media noticed? 
(FOREIGN POLICY 24 OCT 12) ... Stewart Upton 

Last week, a New York Times editorial argued that it is 
time for U.S. forces to leave Afghanistan -- a process that it 
said should not take more than a year, a much faster timeline 
than the president has proposed. 

The editorial reflects the growing effort to justify and 
rationalize our abandonment of Afghanistan, just as we did 
after the Soviets left. The international community has 
repeatedly promised the Afghan people that it would not do 
that again, specifically because we know many Afghans are 
concerned their country will fall apart when U.S. and 
international troops leave at the end of 2014. And yet, as the 
Associated Pressreported in August, there is a sense in 
Afghanistan that history could repeat itself. 

When the Soviet army withdrew from Afghanistan in 
1989, U.S. support to mujahedeen fighters who had been 
battling the Soviets dried up quickly, and the country sank into 
civil war as militias and warlords battled for power, 
devastating Kabul. That was followed by the rise of the 
Taliban and years of rule under their repressive regime. 

Foreign Policy's own coverage has noted a shift in the 
conversation from fighting into 2015 or sticking around 
through 2014 to whether the United States even makes it to 
2014. Ahmed Rashid, author of Taliban, has noted, "Pundits 
and politicians, as well as think-tanks and military officers 
have been full of doom and gloom." 

But many of us on the ground don't understand the recent 
pessimism. As U.S. Marine Maj. Gen. Mark Gurganus, the 
regional commander for southwestern Afghanistan, told a 
group of mediafrom Kabul about the negativity of recent press 
coverage, "When I read them I have to back up and say, are 
we talking about the same place?" He added: "We are still a 
province at war, but look at the progress that has been made in 
Helmand Province over the past three years." Indeed, even 
theTimes editorial acknowledged that "[t]he Taliban has not 
retaken territory lost to coalition forces." 

We are reaching the point in which the misperception 
being created by the media is undermining our ability to 
achieve their own definition of success in Afghanistan: 
denying al Qaeda a safe haven via a strengthened Afghan 

security force that is capable of taking over lead responsibility 
in the future. 

Have insider attacks and sensational Taliban attacks taken 
place? 

Yes, and we are accountable for that. 
But there is something to the comments made by senior 

officials that the sensational attacks are reflective of a 
desperate insurgency. If you were a Taliban commander losing 
an insurgency for the past couple of years since the surge, 
wouldn't you feel the need to conduct sensational attacks to 
give the perception your narrative is winning out and to 
reassure your followers? 

If the Taliban had genuinely gained ground or 
momentum, reporting that creates the perception the 
insurgency is everywhere and can do everything would be 
understandable; but harassing attacks by insurgents have not 
adversely affected our operational planning or the transition. 

After the Sept. 14 attack on Camp Bastion, we observed a 
motivated insurgency in Helmand province planning more 
attacks to get some momentum going. Approximately 100 
Taliban were staging attacks in the districts of Marjah and Nad 
Ali. 

Then something happened that hadn't before: The 
northern district police chiefs coordinated sweeping clearing 
operations that killed approximately half of the would-be 
attackers and demoralized the rest. 

The results of the surge -- specifically, the growth of the 
Afghanistan National Security Forces (ANSF) in both size and 
capabilities -- has made it possible for the coalition to 
transition to what we call a Security Force Assistance mode of 
operations. With this change, the campaign has progressed 
from one focused on coalition-led operations, to one that 
supports the development of the Afghan security forces (the 
intelligence services, the military, and the police), enabling 
them to conduct independent operations. 

The transition to a Security Force Assistance mode of 
operations in the southwest began in April, and where 
transition to the ANSF has taken place in our area of 
operations, there has been no significant increase in either 
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insurgent or criminal activity. This includes the entire 
province of Nimroz and 8 of the 14 the districts in Helmand. 

In order to strategically defeat the Taliban we need to 
highlight the successes of the ANSF and reassure the Afghan 
people that the international community will not abandon 
them. The 800-pound gorilla in the room is the lack of 
confidence the Afghan people have in their security forces 
being able to hold their own after the coalition leaves, and in 
some cases, it is the security forces themselves that lack the 
confidence. 

The ANSF and the Afghan people don't know just how 
good their security forces really are -- and will be in the future. 
Should Afghans see confidence and esprit de corps in the 
ANSF, we could see something similar to the "Anbar 
Awakening" in Iraq. 

That confidence is starting to build. In the first two weeks 
of September, insurgents moved in after 1st Battalion, 7th 

Marines pulled back from areas in the Musa Qala district of 
Helmand Province. Once the local officials and ANSF 
perceived this development as a problem, they ordered the 
area be retaken. Face-to-face and toe-to-toe, the Taliban had to 
back down, and we saw some bravado emerge from the ANSF 
that soon carried over to operations in Sangin. 

This past week all of the casualties for our area of 
operations were members of the ANSF. Don't underestimate 
ANSF's bravery or their willingness to put their lives on the 
line for their country because they are doing it every single 
day. They are not afraid of the Taliban, and they move quickly 
to the sound of the gun. 

Stewart Upton is a public affairs officer in the U.S. 
Marine Corps currently serving in Afghanistan. He is a 
survivor of the 9/11 attack on the Pentagon and is currently 
serving his fourth combat tour. 
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31. The Coming Of The America Class: A Driver Of Innovation 
(AOL DEFENSE 24 OCT 12) ... Robbin Laird 

A christening of a ship of the line is rare. When it 
happens, thoughts of how that ship might be used, where it 
might operate and how it might make new naval history are 
part of the excitement. 

This was clearly evident at the Oct. 20 christening of the 
USS America, the fourth ship of that name, in Pascagoula, 
Miss. This ship is not only the lead ship in a new class but will 
integrate the newest aircraft of the Marine-Navy team aboard a 
single operational platform at sea. F-35 Bravos, Ospreys and 
CH-53Ks will fly from her in the years to come. The first ship 
will operate out of San Diego, sure to be part of the Pacific 
Century. 

The America also is a representative of the contribution of 
the Gulf Coast to American military capability. The Ingalls 
shipyard where she was built is the heart of Navy 
shipbuilding, now and has been for many years. Not far away, 
F-35Bs are being prepared for action in Eglin AFB. In a happy 
confluence of events, two new F-35Bs landed at Eglin – one 
British and one U.S. Marines – the day before the christening. 

Although called an LHA, it is not. Rather than being a 
Landing Helicopter Assault ship, it really is a flagship for 21st 
century operations. These operations will be shaped by the 
need to operate at greater distance, and to strike with aircraft 
bearing significantly greater capability than the ones they are 
replacing. The Osprey and the F-35 Bravo can operate at 
greater distance, speed and lethality than what they are 
replacing. The F-35B will provide -- with its sister assets -- a 
change as big as that for which Admirals Sims and Halsey 
planned for with the introduction of the original aircraft 
carriers before World War II. 

Indeed, this ship is roughly the size of the U.S. aircraft 
carriers operating at the end of WW II. And as the ship's 
sponsor –- Lynne Pace, wife of Gen. Peter Pace, former 
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs –- put it to the veterans of the 
last USS America – a large deck carrier: "I know you (the 
crew of the former USS America) would love the name to go 
to an aircraft carrier, but this ship is a mini-aircraft carrier." 

The ship is optimized to operate the new aviation assets. 
Robert Hall, the ship's captain, underscored the change in an 
exclusive interview: 

The ship has been designed to support this next 
generation of aircraft, which is larger, and also we need to 
support greater sortie generation rates of which the F-35 is 
capable. The ship has been designed to have space to perform 
maintenance for the aircraft and to provide for extra fuel to 
support the sortie rates of which the aircraft is capable. We 
will have room for much greater amount of ordinance and 
storage of parts as well. 

For those who miss the well deck traditional on an LHA, 
it is useful to go back to lessons learned at the huge Bold 
Alligator 2012 exercise. The Navy and Marines operated 16 
Harriers off of a large deck amphib. 

What did they find? You can launch vehicles close to 
shore or launch your combat aircraft, which requires launching 
at greater distance from the shore. The point is clear: when 
you have platforms and weapons able to operate at much 
greater distance, that is what you want to do. And because the 
Pentagon has decided the Marine Corps can not have the 
amphibious vehicles able to be launched at much greater 
distance, they will have to use other ships to launch such 
vehicles. 

Although interesting in itself, the USS America is part of 
a broader allied effort. Allies are building ships of similar 
types and purposes, as well as various other ships that can 
work well with the America class. The Queen Elizabeth class 
and Giuseppe Garibaldi (551) will operate F-35 Bravos and 
are similarly sized to the America. 

Other sea-based platforms such as those being built by the 
Australians, Spanish or French are important as well. For 
example, the French Mistral is being considered as a platform 
on which the Osprey could land. 

Second, the USS Ford, the Navy's next super carrier, is 
being developed synergistically with the USS America class. 
According to NAVSEA officers and designers, the workflow 
for the USS America involving the F-35 is being discussed 
regularly with the Ford officers and designers. There is a 
cross-fertilization going on between the two new large aircraft 
surface assets as significant as when Sims and Halsey 
rethought the battleship navy and began moving to the carrier 
navy. 
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Third, the C4ISR (Command, Control, Communications, 
Computers, Intelligence, Surveillance, and Reconnaissance) 
aboard the USS America and USS Ford are radically different 
from legacy ships. As the F-35 is deployed the synergy 
between the aircraft's C4ISR and that deployed aboard the 

ship will become a central capability of the deployed fleet. 
This will affect not only our fleet but what the Brits and 
Italians will do as well. 

Robbin Laird is an international defense consultant and 
owner of the Second Line of Defense website. 
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On This Day In The Navy: 
1941: In first successful U.S. Navy escort of convoys during World War II, Navy escort turn over HX-150 to British escorts at the 
Mid-Ocean Meeting Point. All ships reach port safely. 
 

TOP STORIES: 
1. Iran's Arsenal Poses Threat To U.S. Military, Citizens 
(USA TODAY 25 SEP 12) ... Oren Dorell 

Threats from Iran that it will attack the forces of the U.S. or any country that tries to take out its nuclear program are not mere 
boasts, experts say, but any such strike could be met with devastating counterattacks. 

 
2. Diplomacy And Pressure Bring Mixed Results 
President has been no more successful than predecessors 
(WASHINGTON POST 25 SEP 12) ... Joby Warrick 

Barack Obama’s presidency was only hours old when a fierce debate erupted among top Iranian officials over the new U.S. leader 
and his offer to “extend a hand” to the Islamic republic. Hard-liners suspected a trick, convinced that Obama was no different from his 
predecessor, but others saw potential for a long-sought diplomatic thaw. 

 
3. U.S., Japan Train For Island Defense 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 25 SEP 12) ... Yuka Hayashi 

GUAM—Japan's military is sharpening its skills at defending remote islands with the help of U.S. troops, as Tokyo faces an 
increasingly contentious dispute with China. 

 

ASIA – PACIFIC: 
4. China Carrier A Show Of Force As Japan Tension Festers 
(REUTERS 25 SEP 12) ... Kiyoshi Takenaka and Terril Yue Jones 

TOKYO/BEIJING – China sent its first aircraft carrier into formal service on Tuesday amid a tense maritime dispute with Japan, 
a show of naval force that could worry its neighbors. 

 
5. Pentagon 'Hopeful' China Will Join RIMPAC 
(FOREIGN POLICY 24 SEP 12) ... Kevin Baron 

Sensing a crack in Beijing's shell, Defense Department officials are sounding positive about the chances China will join in the 
next RIMPAC, the world's largest multinational joint military maritime exercise, led by U.S. forces across the Pacific. 

 
6. Japan Fires Water Cannon To Turn Away Taiwan Boats 
(REUTERS 25 SEP 12) ... Kiyoshi Takenaka and Kaori Kaneko 

TOKYO -- Japanese Coast Guard vessels fired water cannon to turn away about 40 Taiwan fishing boats and eight Taiwan Coast 
Guard vessels from waters Japan considers its own on Tuesday in the latest twist to a row between Tokyo and Beijing. 

 
7. Okinawa Governor Calls For Cancellation Of Osprey Deployment 
(KYODO NEWS 24 SEP 12) 

TOKYO -- Okinawa Gov. Hirokazu Nakaima called Monday for cancellation of the U.S. Marine Corps' plan to deploy Osprey 
military aircraft at the prefecture's Futenma air base, citing safety concerns. 
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8. S.Korea Refuses Japan Port Call In Drill: Reports 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 25 SEP 12) 

TOKYO — South Korea is refusing to allow a Japanese warship to dock at its port during a joint naval exercise, media said on 
Tuesday, as ties between the pair remain strained over disputed islands. 

 
9. Pentagon Official States ROK Has Many Options To Help U.S. Missile Defense 
(YONHAP NEWS AGENCY (S.KOREA) 24 SEP 12) ... Lee Chi-dong 

WASHINGTON -- A senior Pentagon official said Monday that South Korea has "a lot of ways" to help the U.S. missile defense 
system in Northeast Asia. 

 

MIDEAST: 
10. U.S. Naval Exercises Send Message In The Tense Gulf 
(NPR 24 SEP 12) ... Peter Kenyon 

The U.S. military, along with more than 30 allied countries, has just launched a new round of naval exercises in the Persian Gulf 
at a time when tensions in the region are running particularly high. 

 
11. Syrian War’s Spillover Threatens A Fragile Iraq 
(NEW YORK TIMES 25 SEP 12) ... Tim Arango 

BAGHDAD — The civil war in Syria is testing Iraq’s fragile society and fledgling democracy, worsening sectarian tensions, 
pushing Iraq closer to Iran and highlighting security shortcomings just nine months after American forces ended their long and costly 
occupation here. 

 
12. U.N. Envoy Is Pessimistic About Peace In Syria 
Brahimi sees continued strife if major powers can’t resolve differences 
(WASHINGTON POST 25 SEP 12) ... Colum Lynch 

UNITED NATIONS — The new U.N.-Arab League envoy to Syria offered a downbeat assessment Monday on the prospects for 
peace in the war-torn country, saying that he would be powerless to avert worsening civil and sectarian strife as long as the United 
Nations’ biggest powers, including the United States and Russia, remained divided. 

 
13. Iran President Plays Down Israeli Threat 
Ahmadinejad, at U.N., Says Tehran Would Hold U.S. Responsible for a Military Strike Against Its Nuclear 
Facilities 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 25 SEP 12) ... Jay Solomon 

NEW YORK—Iranian President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad on Monday played down the prospects of an Israeli military strike on 
his country's nuclear installations, but made clear that Tehran would hold the U.S. responsible if such an attack occurred. 

 
14. Iran Tests Missiles, Unveils Drone Amid Israel Tensions 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 24 SEP 12) ... Farhad Pouladi 

TEHRAN — Iran has tested anti-air and anti-ship missiles and unveiled a new drone, its powerful Revolutionary Guards said on 
Monday, in a show of military readiness for a war with Israel their chief says is inevitable. 

 

AFGHANISTAN: 
15. Afghans Hail Action Over U.S. Marines Abuse Video 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 24 SEP 12) 

Afghanistan on Tuesday welcomed a Pentagon decision to put two U.S. Marines on trial for urinating on the bodies of dead 
Taliban fighters and posing for photographs with them. 

 

AMERICAS: 
16. El Pasoan Commands Navy Ship Against Cartels 
U.S. military's "Operation Martillo" aims to disrupt drug-trafficking routes in coastal waters 
(EL PASO TIMES 24 SEP 12) ... Diana Washington Valdez 

A naval officer from El Paso is battling the drug cartels on the high seas aboard the USS Curts (FFG 38) frigate as part of the 
multinational and multi-agency "Operation Martillo (Hammer)." 
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PERSONNEL: 
17. Vice Chief Highlights Opportunity, Inclusion At HESTEC Conference 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 24 SEP 12) ... Defense Media Activity - Navy 

EDINBURG, Texas -- The vice chief of naval operations participated in the Hispanic Engineering Science and Technology 
(HESTEC) Congressional Roundtable on Science Literacy Sept. 24. 

 
18. DoD Policies Contribute To Troops’ Substance Abuse, Panel Says 
(NAVY TIMES 01 OCT 12) ... Patricia Kime 

The military’s high rates of alcohol and substance abuse are a “public health crisis” that’s partly underwritten by Pentagon policy, 
an influential scientific panel said Sept. 17. 

 

WOUNDED WARRIORS: 
19. An Amazing Love Story 
How a wounded sailor’s recovery — with his girlfriend’s tireless support — has inspired millions 
(NAVY TIMES 01 OCT 12) ... Jacqueline Klimas 

Few high school sweethearts make it past the hat toss at graduation. 
 

SURFACE FLEET: 
20.  Navy Research Vessel To Be Named After Neil Armstrong 
First ship in its class will pay tribute to first man to walk on moon, who died last month 
(KING NBC SEATTLE 25 SEP 12) ... Elizabeth Wiley 

A U.S. Navy research vessel being built at a shipyard in Anacortes, Wash., will be named after Neil Armstrong, the first man to 
walk on the moon. 

 

MARINE CORPS: 
21. Marine Corps Moves On From EFV To Three New Amphibious-Vehicle Efforts 
(DEFENSE DAILY 25 SEP 12) ... Emelie Rutherford 

The Marine Corps is busy with its revamped plans for amphibious vehicles, with its major effort to plan a new Amphibious 
Combat Vehicle (ACV) taking shape follow the recent completion of a major study. 

 

CONGRESS / BUDGET: 
22. Navy Official: Sequestration Cuts Would Mean ‘Difficult Choices’ 
(STARS AND STRIPES 24 SEP 12) ... Cristina Silva 

NAPLES, Italy — Automatic spending cuts slated to take effect in January will mean fewer flying hours for Navy aircrews, fewer 
training days for ships and submarines and less fleet maintenance, with nondeployed servicemembers facing the steepest reductions, 
according to a senior Navy official. 

 
23. Pentagon Offers Hints Of Sequester’s Impact 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 24 SAP 12) ... David Lerman 

With Congress gone until after the Nov. 6 elections, contractors may turn to the Pentagon’s comptroller this week for hints on the 
impact of automatic budget cuts known as sequestration. 

 
24. Senators Look For A Way Out Of Sequestration 
(NAVY TIMES 24 SEP 12) ... Rick Maze 

A bipartisan group of six senators announced Monday that they are trying to find a way to avoid sequestration in January. 
 

25. Next Generation Ohio-Class 
(NAVY LIVE BLOG 24 SEP 12) ... Rear Adm. Barry Bruner 

This week’s Joint Undersea Warfare Technology conference will be a great opportunity to study and discuss the submarine 
force’s capabilities as an effective nuclear deterrent, namely with the Ohio Replacement class submarine. 

 
26. DoD Warns Of Tricare Shortage Under Budget Cuts 
(NAVY TIMES 01 OCT 12) ... Andrew Tilghman and Patricia Kime 

Tricare will probably run out of money next year if the Pentagon faces automatic budget cuts in January, creating the risk that 
some doctors may refuse to treat military family members and working age retirees, a top Pentagon official said. 

 



 4

INFRASTRUCTURE / INSTALLATIONS: 
27. City Works To Ensure Navy Stays In Corpus Christi 
(KIII ABC CORPUS CHRISTI 24 SEP 12) ... Michael Gibson 

CORPUS CHRISTI -- Corpus Christi city leaders are working to make sure that the Navy doesn't decide to pull up stakes anytime 
soon. At stake are the 10,000 jobs that are supported by Naval Air Station Corpus Christi. 

 

COMMENTARY: 
28. Pro-American Pushback 
In Libya and Egypt, a revealing reaction against attacks on U.S. missions 
(WASHINGTON POST 25 SEP 12) ... Editorial 

In the immediate aftermath of the attacks on U.S. diplomatic missions in Libya and Egypt, plenty of commentators lamented what 
they saw as intractible anti-Americanism in the Middle East — even in Libya, where the United States had helped to overthrow a 
hated dictator. As it turns out, the reactions were hasty. In the days since the riots, there has been a broad backlash against the violence 
in both countries — culminating Friday in Benghazi, where tens of thousands of people marched on the base of an Islamist militia 
suspected of involvement in the Sept. 11 attack on the U.S. Consulate. 

 
29. Analysis: The Path To War With Iran 
(GOVERNMENT EXECUTIVE 24 SEP 12) ... James Kitfield 

In an endless campaign season filled with forgettable speeches and debates, few Americans will recall March 4, 2012, as 
particularly noteworthy. On that Sunday afternoon, President Obama appeared before the American Israel Public Affairs Committee, 
where he was expected to give a boilerplate talk about close U.S.-Israeli ties. Instead, Obama announced a new policy that put the 
United States and Iran on a collision course from which neither side has veered. 

 
30. China's Nationalist Furies 
Why Beijing is willing to risk an armed skirmish with Japan. 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 25 SEP 12) ... Editorial 

The protesters smashing and burning Japanese businesses in Chinese cities this month are hard to fathom. Even the "peaceful" 
marchers carried alarming banners, some calling for the annihilation of Japan. For what? 

 
31. Sequestration And What It Would Do To U.S. Military Power 
Part One of Five 
(TIME 24 SEP 12) ... Peter W. Singer 

In recent months, concerns over sequestration and its impact on the U.S. military have reached a fever pitch in Washington. 
 

32. ‘Keep It In Perspective’ 
(NAVY TIMES 01 OCT 10) ... Rear Adm. John Kirby 

I’ve just finished reading the Sept. 24 cover story titled “Toxic leaders.” I’m now looking forward to seeing in a future issue its 
companion piece on actual leadership. 

 
33. Absentee Voting Week’ 
(NAVY TIMES 01 OCT 12) ... Editorial 

Being away from home is no excuse not to vote. 
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TOP STORIES: 
1. Iran's Arsenal Poses Threat To U.S. Military, Citizens 
(USA TODAY 25 SEP 12) ... Oren Dorell 

Threats from Iran that it will attack the forces of the U.S. 
or any country that tries to take out its nuclear program are not 
mere boasts, experts say, but any such strike could be met with 
devastating counterattacks. 

Iran's high-flying ballistic missiles could overwhelm U.S. 
missile defenses in the Persian Gulf, where much of the 
world's oil passes. Its fast-attack boats could swarm a 
battleship and sink it. And its fleet of hard-to-find submarines 
carry torpedoes faster than any torpedo in the U.S. fleet. 

But Iran cannot sustain an attack against the U.S., said 
Christopher Harmer, a former U.S. Navy commander who 
participated in war planning for U.S. forces the Persian Gulf. 

"The Iranian navy could hit us one time at sea or on shore. 
If they did that, we would eliminate all of their navy and 
probably most of their land-based missile capability," Harmer 
said. 

Iran has been expanding its defense and offensive 
capabilities with the help of China, Russia and other nations 
amid demands from the United Nations and Western nations 
that it prove its nuclear program is not for making a bomb in 
violation of its international agreements. Iran insists its 
program is for peaceful purposes. 

Israel has said Iran will have bomb-making capability in 
as early as six months, and Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu has asked President Obama to set a "red line" for 
Iran's nuclear progress that could trigger a military attack. 

U.S. Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton said the 
U.S. would set no deadlines for Iran to comply with the U.N. 
inspections, and two weeks ago the White House declined to 
grant Netanyahu's request for a meeting on the matter. 

The Obama administration said financial sanctions against 
Iran will persuade the Islamic nation to prove its nuclear 
program is peaceful by opening up to U.N. inspectors. But two 
years of sanctions have not done so. Iran President Mahmoud 
Ahmadinejad said this month the sanctions targeting the 
Iranian oil and banking sectors will never interrupt the 
country's nuclear program. 

"We are going ahead, and God willing we will succeed," 
he said on Iranian state TV. 

To protect against a strike on its nuclear facilities, Iran's 
Revolutionary Guard Corps is moving forward with an air-
defense installation in the Abadeh area that would be the 
largest in that part of the country. 

"If (the enemy) ever has the intent of attacking this soil, 
we will make the Persian Gulf their grave," said Abadeh's 
governor, Mohammad Javad Askari. 

A sophisticated arsenal, however, has not been Iran's chief 
weapon. The U.S. State Department says Iran has significant 
influence over terrorist networks, which analysts say could 
easily target American civilians in the Middle East and 
Europe, and its civilian ships could launch poison-gas rockets 
onto the U.S. homeland. 

State says Iranian terror proxies such as Hezbollah have 
killed hundreds of American citizens, including the 1983 
attack that killed 241 U.S. servicemembers at a barracks in 
Beirut, and the FBI said it uncovered an Iranian plot in 
October to kill Saudi Arabia's ambassador to the U.S. in 
Washington. 

Iranian leaders and their allies have made "a lot of 
statements" that they would attack U.S. targets if Israel hit 
Iran's nuclear program, said Richard Wachtel of the Middle 
East Media Research Institute, a Washington-based 
independent translation service. 

The latest was Sunday, when Gen. Amir Ali Hajizadeh of 
the Revolutionary Guard Corps told Iran's Al-Alam TV that 
U.S. targets would be fair game in an Israeli attack because it 
wouldn't happen without U.S. approval. U.S. facilities in 
Bahrain, Qatar and Afghanistan would be targeted, he said. 

U.S. military planners worry most about a few basic 
weapons that Iran has obtained from other countries, like 
Russia, China and North Korea, and then improved. 

 Missiles -- Land-based cruise missiles could target 
U.S. warships and the U.S. Navy's 5th Fleet 
headquarters across the Persian Gulf in Bahrain. U.S. 
ships and bases have anti-missile defenses, but they 
could be overwhelmed if Iran shoots enough missiles 
at the same target at once, Harmer said. 

 Super-fast Hoot torpedoes -- Based on a Russian 
design, these rocket-propelled torpedoes can be shot 
from a submarine and travel 200 mph, faster than any 
torpedo in the U.S. arsenal. 

While a ship has a reasonable chance of evading a 
traditional torpedo, "there's no chance of a ship evading a 
rocket-propelled torpedo," Harmer said. 

 Mini-submarines -- At least 20 mini-submarines that 
are hard to track and easy to hide if they sit still on 
the seafloor can target passing U.S. ships and 
possibly sink them. The U.S. Navy uses satellites and 
other means to monitor and destroy them, if 
necessary, but the subs are small and can remain 
hidden for weeks at a time. 

 Fast-attack patrol boats -- Iran has hundreds of fast 
boats armed with missiles and loaded with explosives 
to swarm the Strait of Hormuz while an aircraft 
carrier group is passing through. 

To counter the threats, the Pentagon has bolstered the 
U.S. defenses in the Persian Gulf as a pre-emptive measure to 
counter an attempt by Iran to close the Strait of Hormuz. U.S. 
attack helicopters and aircraft routinely patrol the waters 
around aircraft carriers. U.S. Navy ships are armed with a 
range of guns that would penetrate the thin-hulled fast boats 
and sink them, Harmer said. 

Harmer agrees that a swarm of small boats may 
overwhelm and sink a U.S. battleship, but, "They could do that 
one time, and then the U.S. Navy would essentially destroy the 
Iranian navy," in as little as four days, he said. 

John Pike, director of the defense think tank 
Globalsecurity.org., said Iran also has chemical weapons that 
it could launch from civilian ships at U.S.' East Coast. While 
U.S. policy since 2010 is not to respond to chemical weapons 
attacks with nuclear weapons, Iran and North Korea are 
exempt from that policy, according to the Union of Concerned 
Scientists. 
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Michael O'Hanlon, a scholar at the Brookings Institution 
who serves on the CIA's external advisory board, said Iran's 
terror capabilities are widespread and could be employed 
quickly if desired. 

"They're capable of doing that in a couple dozen countries 
across the Middle East," and could kill dozens to hundreds of 

vulnerable American travelers, embassy workers and business 
people, O'Hanlon said. 

The U.S. could respond with airstrikes on Iranian military 
installations, he said. But, "there's no way to know where this 
would end or who would get hurt worse," O'Hanlon said. 

Return to Index 
 

2. Diplomacy And Pressure Bring Mixed Results 
President has been no more successful than predecessors 
(WASHINGTON POST 25 SEP 12) ... Joby Warrick 

Barack Obama’s presidency was only hours old when a 
fierce debate erupted among top Iranian officials over the new 
U.S. leader and his offer to “extend a hand” to the Islamic 
republic. Hard-liners suspected a trick, convinced that Obama 
was no different from his predecessor, but others saw potential 
for a long-sought diplomatic thaw. 

“It created real hope inside Iran,” recalled Seyed Hossein 
Mousavian, a former senior Iranian Foreign Ministry official 
and witness to the internal rift over Obama’s 2009 inaugural 
speech. “The question was whether he could deliver.” 

Both sides misjudged Obama, who has proceeded to chart 
a course with Iran that is neither fully conciliatory nor 
bellicose. Over the previous few years, the president has used 
his office to repeatedly extend offers of rapprochement to 
Iranian leaders. And when those attempts have been rejected 
— firmly — he has used diplomacy to build an unprecedented 
wall of international opposition to Iran’s nuclear program and 
preside over the imposition of the harshest economic sanctions 
in the country’s history. 

At the same time, the Obama White House has proven to 
be no more successful than its predecessors at halting Iran’s 
nuclear advance, the singular goal that has driven U.S. policy 
on Iran since the George H.W. Bush administration. Indeed, 
Iran’s rate of production of enriched uranium has nearly 
tripled since Obama took office, while hopes that the president 
can deliver a solution to the crisis have faded, even among the 
president’s former admirers in Iran. 

“This hand that was stretched out to us turned out to be 
covered in iron,” said Mousavian, the Iranian diplomat. 

As Obama nears the end of his first term, the mixed 
results of his Iran policy have provided ammunition for 
supporters — who point to the president’s unparalleled 
success in uniting the world against a nuclear Iran — but also 
for his chief political rival, Republican Mitt Romney, who has 
pounded the White House for failing to halt Iran’s march to a 
nuclear- weapons capability and accused the president of 
abandoning Israel, the United States’ top ally in the region. 

The Iran record offers unique insights into Obama’s use 
of power in dealing with an intractable foreign policy 
challenge that threatens to dominate the agenda of whoever 
occupies the White House in 2013. On Monday, at the U.N. 
General Assembly, Iranian President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad 
remained defiant in the face of calls for his country to curb its 
nuclear program and suggested the United States was being 
bullied by Israel. President Obama is expected to address the 
issue in remarks before the United Nations on Tuesday. 

For now, the Obama administration is seeking to further 
increase the pain for Iran, responding in part to pressure from 
Israel and from Congress, which has consistently urged 
harsher measures, including some that U.S. officials fear could 

hurt allies as well as Iranians. Although sanctions rarely work, 
independent analysts say a groundswell of economic unrest 
could force the regime to make concessions if it sees its own 
survival at risk. 

“Two clocks are now running: a nuclear clock and 
regime-change clock,” said Clifford Kupchan, a former State 
Department official who now serves as a private consultant on 
the Middle East. “Sanctions have put a big hole in the revenue 
side of Iran’s budget, but the leadership doesn’t yet know that 
it’s on a cliff.” 

“So are sanctions changing the nuclear program? No,” 
Kupchan said. “Are they buying time so the regime-change 
clock can run down? I’d say yes.” 

Aiming To Shift The Dynamic 
Ironically, as the Obama White House winds down its 

first term, it finds itself in a similar place on Iran as the 
George W. Bush administration did in its final months: 
grappling with a belligerent regime locked on a course of 
nuclear expansion, impervious to U.S. threats, coercion or 
diplomacy. It is hardly the outcome that Obama’s policy 
advisers envisioned when the Democrat took office promising 
to overturn three decades of hostile relations with the Islamic 
republic. 

As a presidential candidate, Obama determined early that 
Iran would be a top priority, former and current administration 
officials say. Then a senator, Obama had made nuclear 
nonproliferation one of his signature issues, and he came to 
regard Iran’s nuclear program as deeply destabilizing, not only 
to Middle East security but also to the international 
nonproliferation standards that had contained the spread of 
nuclear weapons throughout the second half of the 20th 
century, according to several of his top advisers. 

“He felt he had to change the dynamic on Iran quickly,” 
said Dennis Ross, a top Iran official in the Obama White 
House until late last year. “If he didn’t succeed, there was a 
high chance that the issue would impose itself.” 

At the time, relations with Iran were at their lowest level 
since the late 1970s. President George W. Bush had labeled 
Iran part of an “axis of evil” and launched wars against two of 
Iran’s neighbors during his first term. In his second term, the 
State Department had sought to engage Tehran diplomatically, 
but its efforts drew skepticism, even among European allies. 

Obama took steps to change the dynamic. He appealed to 
Iran implicitly in his inaugural address, and two months later, 
he spoke directly to Iranians in a televised speech marking 
Iran’s Nowruz holiday and in a personal letter sent through 
diplomatic channels to the country’s supreme leader, 
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei. 

“To the Muslim world, we seek a new way forward, based 
on mutual interest and mutual respect,” Obama had said in his 
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Jan. 20, 2009, speech. “We will extend a hand if you are 
willing to unclench your fist.” 

Khamenei publicly rejected Obama’s appeals, and U.S. 
conservatives derided his overtures as both naive and a 
reflexive rejection of Bush administration policies. “It was 
informed by ‘Bush derangement syndrome’ — a belief that if 
President Bush touched it, it must be wrong,” said Danielle 
Pletka, vice president for foreign and defense policy studies at 
the American Enterprise Institute, a conservative Washington 
think tank. 

But Ross, a veteran diplomat who met repeatedly with 
Obama as he devised his Iran strategy, said Obama was 
realistic about the chances for a diplomatic breakthrough. 

“He was never starry-eyed. We never expected that the 
Iranians would just agree to talk and sing ‘Kumbaya,’” Ross 
said. “But there was a sense that we had to see what was 
possible. And if engagement was not possible, we needed a 
way to demonstrate to the world, unmistakably, that the 
problem was not with the United States, but with Iran’s 
behavior.” 

Support For Sanctions 
History would quickly intervene to put Iran’s actions in 

an even harsher light. In June 2009, Iranian authorities 
launched a brutal crackdown against hundreds of thousands of 
young Iranians who took to the streets to protest alleged vote-
rigging in the reelection of Ahmadinejad. Muslims around the 
world recoiled at YouTube videos showing Iranian police 
beating and even killing unarmed demonstrators. 

Then, that September, the Obama administration revealed 
the existence of a hidden uranium-enrichment plant near the 
Iranian city of Qom. The discovery of the plant — concealed 
inside a fortified mountain bunker — all but demolished Iran’s 
claim that it was interested only in developing peaceful 
nuclear energy under U.N. oversight. 

In the months that followed, Obama saw a chance to unite 
the U.N. Security Council behind tough new economic 
sanctions that would isolate Iran diplomatically and pressure 
its leaders to accept a deal, former and current administration 
officials said. 

“There was high-level, personal involvement” by Obama 
in lobbying Russian and Chinese leaders to support sanctions, 
recalled a senior administration official who participated in 
meetings and phone calls in which the sanctions were 
discussed. “We wanted to achieve the maximum, and Russian 
and Chinese help was crucial,” said the official, who spoke on 
the condition of anonymity to describe diplomatic 
deliberations. 

The U.N. sanctions, approved in June 2010, were only the 
opening salvo in a pressure campaign that would continue to 
gather steam over the following two years. Goaded at times by 
Congress, the White House enacted unprecedented restrictions 
on international commerce with Iran’s petroleum, shipping 
and banking sectors. The European Union adopted nearly 
identical measures and then went even further, imposing an 
unprecedented embargo on Iranian oil, effective July 1, 2012. 

Although Iran has weathered sanctions in the past, 
independent analysts say the impact this time has been 
staggering. Oil exports have plummeted by a third, forcing 
Iran to shut down oil wells and close petrochemical plants, 
depriving the country’s economy of billions of dollars each 

month. Iran’s currency, meanwhile, is in free fall, driving up 
food prices and jobless rates throughout the country. 

While remaining defiant, Iranian officials have been 
forced to acknowledge the sanctions’ severe impact. 

“There are some problems in selling oil, and we are trying 
to manage it,” Ahmadinejad said in a rare admission on state 
television. He then accused the Obama administration and its 
allies of waging an “all-out, hidden, heavy war” against Iran. 

Elusive Diplomatic Solution 
Without question, the administration’s pressure campaign 

has sharpened Iran’s choices and dramatically raised the cost 
of its nuclear program. In addition to new sanctions, Obama 
has sold billions of dollars in military hardware to Iran’s rivals 
in the Persian Gulf, while also authorizing the expansion of a 
secret campaign to disrupt Iran’s uranium production through 
cyberattacks and other covert means. Both strategies built on 
policies begun under President George W. Bush. 

At times, a diplomatic end to the nuclear crisis has 
appeared tantalizingly close. On at least three occasions, 
various sides have floated a possible “grand bargain” that 
would result in Iran eliminating a substantial portion of its 
uranium stockpile in exchange for Western technology and 
eventual sanctions relief. The latest proposal, discussed during 
three rounds of international nuclear talks over the spring and 
summer, was rejected by Iranian officials. 

But the Obama administration’s performance in the talks 
also drew criticism, not only from Israelis and conservatives 
but also from liberals who accused the White House of 
refusing to bargain seriously with Iran because of political 
risks in an election season. 

“After being burned initially, Obama went into election 
mode,” said Trita Parsi, an Iranian national and author of “A 
Single Roll of the Dice,” a book critiquing Obama’s Iran 
policy. “When it comes to Iran, the maneuvering space is 
always minimal because of politics. But you have to break 
eggs to make an omelet.” 

No firm dates for new negotiations have been set, and 
Middle East analysts say no breakthrough is likely until after 
the November election. Meanwhile, Iran’s success in adding 
thousands of centrifuge machines to its underground facility 
— and the inexorable growth of its uranium stockpile — 
continues to stoke fears of an Israeli airstrike. It has also left 
the White House vulnerable to Republican charges that 
administration policies, while well-intentioned, have 
ultimately been fruitless. 

“The administration says, ‘Judge us by how effective our 
sanctions are,’ but that’s the wrong measure,” said Elliott 
Abrams, a former senior adviser on the Middle East to the 
George W. Bush administration and a frequent Obama critic. 
“The question is, how many more centrifuges does Iran have 
now, compared to where they were in 2009?” 

White House officials insist that any proper assessment of 
Obama’s performance on Iran must also include a 
consideration of what has not happened in the Persian Gulf 
under his watch. Despite setbacks and disappointments, 
advisers note, the president has hewed to a course of steadily 
increasing pressure while seeking to discourage what he once 
derided as “loose talk” of another U.S. military campaign in 
the Middle East. 

“The president has made an assurance that he will prevent 
Iran from making a nuclear weapon, and his record bears out 
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that he will do what he says,” said Ben Rhodes, a deputy 
national security adviser to the White House. For now, at least, 

“the best way to do that is through diplomacy.” 

Return to Index 
 

3. U.S., Japan Train For Island Defense 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 25 SEP 12) ... Yuka Hayashi 

GUAM—Japan's military is sharpening its skills at 
defending remote islands with the help of U.S. troops, as 
Tokyo faces an increasingly contentious dispute with China. 

In a move that signals how the two allies are adjusting 
their defense cooperation to counter Beijing's growing 
territorial ambitions in the Western Pacific, troops from 
Japan's Ground Self Defense Force since mid-August have 
been receiving training on amphibious military tactics from 
the U.S. Marine Corps. 

During the final session, which runs through Tuesday on 
Guam and other U.S.-controlled islands, roughly 40 troops 
from the Japanese army have trained with their Marine 
counterparts to make landing by boat or helicopter, and expel 
imaginary enemy forces that have taken over key facilities, 
such as a port and an airport on jungle-covered islands. 

As the key U.S. military partner in Asia, Japan's Self 
Defense Forces regularly conduct joint exercises with U.S. 
troops. But U.S. and Japanese officials say the current session 
is the first drill devoted to island defense by the American and 
Japanese units defending the southern island chain of 
Okinawa. Japan considers the islands that are at the heart of 
the current Japan-China dispute—known as Senkaku in Japan 
and Diaoyu in Chinese—to be part of Okinawa. 

Japanese and U.S. officials stress they don't envision any 
specific country as an enemy as they conduct these drills. But 
the occasion is a provocative show of unity between the two 
allies, coming at a time when a dispute over a group of small 
uninhabited islands in the East China Sea brings tensions 
between Japan and China to levels not seen in many years. 
The exercise—while scheduled weeks ago—coincided with a 
period when anti-Japan protests turned violent in some 
Chinese cities, pro- and anti-Japanese activists have landed on 
the islands, and a small fleet of Chinese boats have hovered 
for days near the territorial waters of the disputed islands. 

"We are out here to train together—so we can operate and 
work together better in the future for any contingency, 
whether that be humanitarian or disaster-relief issues, or 
contingency response," said Col. John Merna, commanding 
officer of the 31st Marine Expedition Unit, the host of the 
Japanese troops. "Our ability to operate together will only help 
stabilize the region and move all of our desires forward." 

Col. Merna spoke to reporters aboard the USS 
Bonhomme Richard, an amphibious assault ship off the coast 
of Guam. Training of the Japanese team was conducted as part 
of a broader Marine Corps certification exercise, to train the 
Marines for combat. 

A spokesman for China's foreign ministry said Beijing 
had taken note of the exercise. Spokesman Hong Lei said at a 
daily briefing Japan should draw lessons from history and 
"adhere to pursuing the road of peaceful development." 

On Saturday, the Japanese troops participated in a landing 
exercise on a beach on Guam's northeastern shore. Along with 
scores of Marines, they boarded rubber boats dispatched from 
a U.S. vessel. Once securing the beach, the Japanese soldiers 
advanced on land to retake the area from hypothetical enemy 

forces, carrying rifles, and some crawling on their stomachs. 
They wore fatigues in green a shade darker than their U.S. 
counterparts. 

Capt. Tobin Walker, commander of the Marine boating 
company that conducted Saturday's landing drill, described the 
Japanese soldiers, who are on average a couple of years older 
than the Marines in his team, as "very mature and very excited 
about learning." 

"They've learned very quickly," he said, adding that "lots 
and lots of practice" is still needed until they master the skills 
of amphibious fighting. 

The session on Guam showed the difficulty and 
unpredictability of such tactics. A nighttime boat raid on 
Thursday, for example, was cut short because of the surf 
conditions, just as the troops were about to launch their boats 
from the main ship that had come within several hundred 
yards of the shore. It would have been a strenuous 12-hour 
drill featuring a long hike from a secluded beach through steep 
jungle hills to free a building captured by guerrilla forces. 

Japan's Self Defense Forces have identified strengthening 
island defense capability as a key new strategy since 2010—
the last time tensions flared up over the islands, when a 
Chinese fishing vessel rammed a Japanese Coast Guard boat. 
With an eye toward expanding Chinese naval activities in the 
East China Sea, Japan is upgrading air-surveillance functions 
and preparing to build a military base on a remote island near 
the disputed territory. To add to its water-to-land capability, 
the defense ministry has requested the funds to purchase next 
year the nation's first amphibious armored vehicles. Japan's 
military doesn't have a Marine division. 

"Until now, we haven't paid much attention to island 
defense," Eiji Kimizuka, JGSDF's chief of staff told reporters 
Sunday after surveying the exercise. "Our capability for 
amphibious landing—the area of expertise for the Marines—is 
severely limited. I hope these drills will help us make strides." 

The U.S. is beefing up cooperation with its regional allies, 
as it rebalances its military forces to Asia to respond to the 
changing landscape. Increased participation in regional 
security from Japan is seen as essential, given the huge size of 
Japan's military. While the nation's pacifist constitution 
severely limits its activities, Japan's Self Defense Forces are 
among the world's largest armed forces, with annual military 
spending ranking No. 6 in the world—or No. 2 in Asia after 
China—last year, according to the Stockholm International 
Peace Research Institute. 

"The deterrence posture of the alliance can be 
strengthened by enhanced defense cooperation, in particular 
by expanding joint training and exercises in Japan's southwest, 
by information sharing, patrolling and surveillance activities," 
said James Przystup, senior research fellow at the Institute for 
National Strategic Studies. 

The current exercise was implemented in response to a 
new U.S.-Japan bilateral defense-cooperation agreement 
signed in April. The agreement calls for strengthening 
"interoperability" between U.S. and Japanese forces., and 



 9

building permanent training facilities on Guam and in the 
nearby Northern Mariana Islands. Such facilities will mark the 

first permanent post for the Japanese military within U.S. 
territory since World War II. 
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ASIA – PACIFIC: 
4. China Carrier A Show Of Force As Japan Tension Festers 
(REUTERS 25 SEP 12) ... Kiyoshi Takenaka and Terril Yue Jones 

TOKYO/BEIJING – China sent its first aircraft carrier 
into formal service on Tuesday amid a tense maritime dispute 
with Japan, a show of naval force that could worry its 
neighbors. 

China's Ministry of Defense said the newly named 
Liaoning aircraft carrier would "raise the overall operational 
strength of the Chinese navy" and help Beijing to "effectively 
protect national sovereignty, security and development 
interests.” 

In fact, the aircraft carrier, refitted from a ship bought 
from Ukraine, will have a limited role, mostly for training and 
testing ahead of the possible launch of China's first 
domestically built carriers after 2015, analysts say. 

But China cast the formal handing over of the carrier to 
its navy as a triumphant show of national strength -- at a time 
of bitter tensions with neighboring Japan over islands claimed 
by both sides. 

Sino-Japanese relations deteriorated sharply this month 
after Japan bought the East China Sea islands, called Senkaku 
in Japan and Diaoyu in China, from their private owner, 
sparking anti-Japan protests across China. 

"China will never tolerate any bilateral actions by Japan 
that harm Chinese territorial sovereignty," Vice Foreign 
Minister Zhang Zhijun said on Tuesday. "Japan must banish 
illusions, undertake searching reflection and use concrete 
actions to amend its errors, returning to the consensus and 
understandings reached between our two countries' leaders." 

The risks of military confrontation are scant, but political 
tensions between Asia's two biggest economies could fester. 

For the Chinese navy, the addition of carriers has been a 
priority as it builds a force capable of deploying far from the 
Chinese mainland. 

China this month warned the United States, with 
President Barack Obama's "pivot" to Asia, not to get involved 
in separate territorial disputes in the South China Sea between 
China and U.S. allies such as the Philippines. 

U.S. Secretary of State Hillary Clinton in turn urged 
China and its Southeast Asian neighbors to resolve disputes 
"without coercion, without intimidation, without threats and 
certainly without the use of force.” 

The timing of the carrier launch might be associated with 
China's efforts to build up patriotic unity ahead of a 
Communist Party congress that will install a new generation of 
top leaders as early as next month. 

Narushige Michishita, a security expert at the National 
Graduate Institute for Policy Studies in Tokyo, said he thought 
the timing had nothing to do with the islands dispute. 

"Not Cutting Edge" 
"China is taking another step to boost its strategic naval 

capability," he said. "If they come to have an operational 
aircraft carrier, for the time being we are not super-concerned 
about the direct implications for the military balance between 
the U.S. and Japan on the one hand, and China on the other. 
This is still not cutting edge." 

The East China Sea tensions with Japan have been 
complicated by the entry of Taiwan, the self-ruled island that 
Beijing calls an illegitimate breakaway, which also lays claim 
to the islands. 

Japanese Coast Guard vessels fired water cannon to turn 
away about 40 Taiwan fishing boats and 12 Taiwan Coast 
Guard vessels on Tuesday. 

Japan protested to Taiwan, a day after it lodged a 
complaint with China over what it said was a similar intrusion 
by Chinese boats. 

Taiwan has friendly ties with Japan, but the two sides 
have long squabbled over fishing rights in the area. China and 
Taiwan both argue they have inherited China's historic 
sovereignty over the islands. 

Japan's top diplomat, Vice Foreign Minister Chikao 
Kawai, was in Beijing for a meeting with Chinese Vice 
Foreign Minister Zhang Zhijun in a bid to ease tensions 
between Asia's two biggest economies. 

The flare-up in tension comes at a time when both China 
and Japan confront domestic political pressures. Japanese 
Prime Minister Yoshihiko Noda's government faces an 
election in months, adding pressure on him not to look weak 
on China. 

China's Communist Party is preoccupied with the 
leadership turnover, with President Hu Jintao due to step 
down. 
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5. Pentagon 'Hopeful' China Will Join RIMPAC 
(FOREIGN POLICY 24 SEP 12) ... Kevin Baron 

Sensing a crack in Beijing's shell, Defense Department 
officials are sounding positive about the chances China will 
join in the next RIMPAC, the world's largest multinational 
joint military maritime exercise, led by U.S. forces across the 
Pacific. 

Defense Secretary Leon Panetta is back in the Pentagon 
after last week's globe-trotting journey to Japan, China and 
New Zealand. His mission was to continue the U.S. effort to 

warm relations with China's People's Liberation Army and 
keep inching towards better understanding of the PLA's 
intentions. So, Panetta invited China to send a ship to the 
RIMPAC in 2014. He doesn't return with a firm yes to the 
invitation, but with China's military leaders, this is perhaps as 
good as it gets. 

"There were good indicators from the conversation with 
the Chinese," said one defense official, leaving the U.S. 
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defense officials "hopeful they will accept the invitation." The 
American official was referring to enthusiasm for the 
RIMPAC 2014 invitation displayed by Chinese officials 
during Panetta's meetings in China. 

RIMPAC began in 1971. The last exercise was held this 
summer, with 22 nations, including South Korea, Singapore, 
and Thailand -- all three are China's neighbors and all three 
harbor territorial disputes with Beijing. 

"I hope that they bring a ship, and I hope that they bring a 
crew ready to learn and to be interoperable," said Pacific 
Command's Adm. Sam Locklear, in San Diego. 

The invitation is one of many efforts to increase senior-
level engagement between American and Asian officials as 
part of the Pentagon's "rebalancing" -- don't call it the "pivot," 
officials plead -- to the region. 

This year, Panetta already visited Singapore and Vietnam, 
in June. In November, Panetta turns his Doomsday plane, the 
E4-B, around for another marathon run to Australia for annual 
bilateral meetings. The defense official said Panetta on that 
trip also will visit other Southeast Asian nations, but would 
not announce those stops yet. 
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6. Japan Fires Water Cannon To Turn Away Taiwan Boats 
(REUTERS 25 SEP 12) ... Kiyoshi Takenaka and Kaori Kaneko 

TOKYO -- Japanese Coast Guard vessels fired water 
cannon to turn away about 40 Taiwan fishing boats and eight 
Taiwan Coast Guard vessels from waters Japan considers its 
own on Tuesday in the latest twist to a row between Tokyo 
and Beijing. 

Japan protested to Taiwan, a day after it lodged a 
complaint with China over what it said was a similar intrusion 
by Chinese boats. 

Sino-Japanese relations deteriorated sharply this month 
after Japan bought disputed East China Sea islands, called 
Senkaku in Japan and Diaoyu in China, from their private 
owner, sparking anti-Japan protests across China. 

Taiwan has friendly ties with Japan, but the two sides 
have long squabbled over fishing rights in the area. China and 
Taiwan both argue they have inherited China's historic 
sovereignty over the islands. 

Japanese Chief Cabinet Secretary Osamu Fujimura said 
the coast guard used water cannon and other measures to get 
the Taiwan ships to change course. 

All the Taiwan fishing boats and coast guard ships had 
since left territorial waters, the Japanese Coast Guard said. 

Japanese public broadcaster NHK showed footage of a 
Japanese Coast Guard ship shooting water at a Taiwan fishing 
boat, while a Taiwan patrol vessel blasted water at the Coast 
Guard ship in reply. 

While few experts expect a military confrontation, an 
unintended clash at sea would increase tension, although all 
sides are expected to try to manage the row before it spirals 
out of control. 

Japan's top diplomat, Vice Foreign Minister Chikao 
Kawai, was in Beijing for a meeting with Chinese Vice 
Foreign Minister Zhang Zhijun in a bid to ease tensions 
between Asia's two biggest economies. 

An official at the Japan-China Economic Association said 
that Toyota Motor Corp Chairman Fujio Cho and Hiromasa 
Yonekura, chairman of Japanese business lobby Keidanren, 

and other representatives of Japan-China friendship groups 
would attend an event on Thursday in Beijing. 

This comes despite the cancellation of a bigger event to 
mark the 40th anniversary of the normalisation of diplomatic 
ties, called off becaue of the chill in relations. 

"We've just lodged a protest with the Taiwan side," 
Fujimura told a news conference. .”..Our stance is that this is 
something that needs to be solved in the context of good 
bilateral ties between Japan and Taiwan. We would like to 
address the issue calmly." 

China's Ministry of Agriculture for its part said close to 
200 Chinese boats have been fishing in seas around a group of 
rocky islands, near rich fishing grounds and potentially huge 
gas reserves, disputed with Japan. 

The Chinese statement did not specify whether the boats 
were all there at once or say how close they were to the 
islands. Beijing, which regards self-ruled Taiwan as a 
renegade province, may have included Taiwan fishing boats in 
its estimate. 

The flare-up in tension comes at a time when both China 
and Japan confront domestic political pressures. Japanese 
Prime Minister Yoshihiko Noda's government faces an 
election in months, adding pressure on him not to look weak 
on China. 

China's Communist Party is preoccupied with a leadership 
turnover, with President Hu Jintao due to step down as party 
leader at a congress that could open as soon as next month. 

A group of Taiwan fishing boats left for the islands in 
heavy rain on Monday. The group said the boats would sail 
around the islands and assert their right to fish there - and did 
not rule out attempting to land. As many as 100 Taiwan 
fishing boats may be in the area, Japanese media said. 

Japan said that four Chinese surveillance vessels and two 
Chinese fishery patrol ships were in nearby waters but outside 
its territory. 
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7. Okinawa Governor Calls For Cancellation Of Osprey Deployment 
(KYODO NEWS 24 SEP 12) 

TOKYO -- Okinawa Gov. Hirokazu Nakaima called 
Monday for cancellation of the U.S. Marine Corps' plan to 
deploy Osprey military aircraft at the prefecture's Futenma air 
base, citing safety concerns. 

"I want (the U.S. military) to stop short (of the 
deployment) one way or another," Nakaima said in a meeting 

with Defense Minister Satoshi Morimoto at the ministry in 
Tokyo. 

The central government last week declared the MV-22 
Osprey tilt-rotor aircraft as safe to fly in Japan, giving the 
green light for their deployment at the Futenma Air Station in 
a crowded residential area of the Okinawa city of Ginowan. 
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Nakaima handed a petition to Morimoto that said 
"deployment of the Osprey increases the risk of the Futenma 
air base" and that the "deployment plan can never be 
approved." 

Morimoto responded that maintenance of the U.S. 
military's deterrence capabilities is an "agenda" Japan needs to 
address. 

The central government is seeking to send Morimoto to 
Okinawa this week to explain about the deployment and gain 
understanding from the local authorities. 

But his visit has not been fixed amid strong local 
opposition due to safety concerns about the Osprey following 
a deadly crash in Morocco in April and another crash in 
Florida in June. 

Twelve Ospreys currently remain at the U.S. Marine 
Corps' Iwakuni Air Station in Yamaguchi Prefecture before 
eventually being deployed at the Futenma air base. Some of 
the Ospreys have gone through test flights following the 
government's safety declaration. 

A government source said it is possible that start of the 
deployment could be pushed back to October from Sept. 28, 
when it was initially planned. 

But such a schedule delay is unlikely to affect the U.S 
military's plan to complete the deployment by the end of 
October, the source said. 

On Thursday, demonstration rides of the Osprey for local 
authorities are scheduled. 
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8. S.Korea Refuses Japan Port Call In Drill: Reports 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 25 SEP 12) 

TOKYO — South Korea is refusing to allow a Japanese 
warship to dock at its port during a joint naval exercise, media 
said on Tuesday, as ties between the pair remain strained over 
disputed islands. 

Tokyo has lodged a protest with Seoul over the refusal 
during an exercise that also involves the U.S. and Australia, 
reports said, with one diplomat calling it "extremely rude.” 

The four-nation drill, scheduled to take place on 
Wednesday and Thursday, is aimed at coordinating a response 
to possible trafficking of weapons of mass destruction, 
Japanese defence officials said. 

In the original scenario a Japanese vessel was to dock in 
the city of Busan, but South Korean authorities refused to 
grant it permission, Japan's broadcaster NHK said. 

The conservative Sankei newspaper reported a similar 
story, citing a Japanese diplomat in Seoul as saying: "It is 
extremely rude as a host country of a multi-nation military 
drill." 

South Korea's defence ministry denied the reports, saying 
the Japanese ship decided not to dock at the southern port 
"based on the agreement" made between the two nations. 

"We didn't reject it... it was agreed that the ship would sail 
straight from Japan, instead of making a stop at Busan, to the 
sea where it would join the exercise," he told AFP. 

The U.S.-led drill, known as the Proliferation Security 
Initiative, has been held most years since 2003. 

Japanese ships were permitted to make a port call in the 
2010 drill in South Korea, a spokesman for Japan's Maritime 
Self-Defense Force said. 

This year's drill will focus on boarding inspections in 
waters between Japan and South Korea, "so we don't 
necessarily have to make a port call in Busan,” the naval 
spokesman said. 

The Sankei said Tokyo had considered withdrawing from 
the joint drill in the face of Seoul's refusal, but Washington 
mediated and rewrote the scenario so that the Japanese ship's 
port call was unnecessary. 

A Japanese foreign ministry official in charge of the drill 
declined to comment on the reports, citing "consideration into 
relations with other countries.” 

Ties between Tokyo and Seoul went into virtual freefall 
in August when South Korean President Lee Myung-Bak 
made a surprise visit to Dokdo, a pair of islands that lie 
between the two countries, which Japan claims as Takeshima. 

His call for an apology from Japan's revered emperor, for 
crimes committed by forces who occupied the Korean 
peninsula for much of the first half of the 20th Century, was 
rounded on by Japanese leaders. 

Diplomatic exchanges were stymied and a war of words 
erupted. 

Tokyo's relationship with its former colony is often tense, 
despite their close economic ties, with historical grievances 
informing exchanges. 

Japan is also embroiled in a high-stakes row with China 
over a different set of disputed islands in the East China Sea, 
which are also claimed by Taiwan. 
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9. Pentagon Official States ROK Has Many Options To Help U.S. Missile Defense 
(YONHAP NEWS AGENCY (S.KOREA) 24 SEP 12) ... Lee Chi-dong 

WASHINGTON -- A senior Pentagon official said 
Monday that South Korea has "a lot of ways" to help the U.S. 
missile defense system in Northeast Asia. 

"Yes, there are a lot of ways one can contribute," 
Kathleen Hicks, principal deputy under secretary of defense 
for policy, said at a forum. "We do have dialogue with the 
(South) Koreans about how to contribute to missile defense." 

She was responding to Yonhap News Agency's question 
on what the U.S. wants from South Korea as it bolsters missile 
defense in the region. 

Citing radars as an example, she added, "That doesn't 
have to be proactive defense itself or certainly active 
participation through the use of missiles." 

She refused to go further into details. 
Cooperation on the U.S. missile defense system is a 

sensitive issue in South Korea as in many other nations. 
Many South Koreans agree with the need to have an 

appropriate capability to shield their nation from North 
Korea's missile threats. 
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They are also concerned about the possibility that South 
Korea will be drawn into possible conflicts between the U.S. 
and countries in the region, including China. 

Hicks did not answer a question on Seoul's pursuit of 
longer-range ballistic missiles. 

Sources say Seoul and Washington are nearing a deal on 
expanding Seoul's missile range to 800 kilometers, enough to 
cover all of North Korea. South Korea is currently prohibited 
from developing ballistic missiles with the range of more than 
300 km. 

In a formal reply to Yonhap's inquiry on news of a 
pending agreement, the State Department reiterated that 
routine consultations are under way. 

"In the context of our strategic alliance with the Republic 
of Korea, we regularly consult on a wide range of 
nonproliferation and security issues," a department official 
said on the customary condition of anonymity. 

There is speculation that the U.S. is demanding South 
Korea assume a greater role in regional missile defense in 
return for allowing it to have longer-range ballistic missiles. 

An informed source earlier said the allies have virtually 
completed talks on the missile range issue but want to wrap up 

consultations on additional issues before a formal 
announcement. 

In the forum, hosted by Center for Strategic and 
International Studies (CSIS), meanwhile, former Deputy 
Secretary of State Richard Armitage said expanding South 
Korea's missile capability is "long overdue." 

"My own view is that this is long overdue," he said, citing 
a series of North Korea's deadly provocations against the 
South, including the sinking of a naval ship in 2010 that led to 
the deaths of 46 sailors. 

"North Korea has gotten away with one provocation after 
another. And nothing happened. There was no response. This 
is a response," said Armitage, who served in the George W. 
Bush administration. 

Walter Slocombe, former under secretary of defense for 
policy, emphasized that missile defense is a key part of U.S. 
defense commitment in Northeast Asia. 

"China has to understand that the Korean problem is a 
very serious problem," he said. 

The U.S. missile defense would have "no significant 
impact" on China itself, he added. 
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MIDEAST: 
10. U.S. Naval Exercises Send Message In The Tense Gulf 
(NPR 24 SEP 12) ... Peter Kenyon 

The U.S. military, along with more than 30 allied 
countries, has just launched a new round of naval exercises in 
the Persian Gulf at a time when tensions in the region are 
running particularly high. 

But U.S. officials say the aim is not to increase anxiety, 
but rather to ensure stability. More specifically, the exercises 
are designed to deal with mines that could hamper shipping in 
the Gulf and the Strait of Hormuz, through which a fifth of the 
world's oil supply transits. 

Iran has said if it is attacked, it will close the Strait of 
Hormuz. U.S. Cmdr. Jason Salata, spokesman for the U.S. 
Navy's Fifth Fleet, says the Navy's confidence is high that it 
can deal with any threat to navigation. 

"I wouldn't put a timeline to it, but I think that this 
exercise demonstrates that," Salata says. "I mean, there's more 
than 30 countries here, and I think that signals a strong resolve 
from the international community to go after the threat." 

The Navy won't name a specific threat, but everyone here 
knows it's a message for Iran. 

Bahraini official Sheikh Abdul-Aziz al Khalifa says all of 
Iran's neighbors have a keen interest in what happens to that 
country's nuclear facilities, such as the Bushehr Nuclear Power 
Plant just across the gulf from Bahrain. 

"That nuclear plant is closer to Bahrain than it is to 
Tehran," Khalifa says. "I think what these minesweeping 
exercises say to Iran is that the whole world is here to make 
sure that the waters of the Gulf will remain open and safe." 

Israeli Warnings 
The scenario riveting the attention of people in the region 

at the moment involves an Israeli strike on Iran's nuclear 
installations. 

Michael Elleman, a Bahrain-based analyst for the 
International Institute for Strategic Studies, says if Israel does 

strike, without U.S. involvement and without leaving a huge 
death toll, Iran may well offer a limited retaliation. 

Elleman says Iran is well aware that drawing the 
Americans into a conflict — by laying mines in the Gulf, for 
instance — could have rapidly escalating consequences. 

"Once they start, if the Americans have to clear mines, 
they may feel compelled to clear the anti-shipping missiles 
that are arrayed along the shores of the Strait of Hormuz," 
Elleman says. "If they do that, do they have to take out the air 
defense forces? So Iran, by taking one small step, risks 
multiple steps in response." 

Analysts say the balance of power in any fight is clear. 
Riad Kahwaji, founder of the Institute for Near East and 

Gulf Military Analysis in Dubai, says the U.S. and its allies 
would certainly overwhelm the Iranians. But that's not to say 
Iran could not inflict damage with an asymmetric warfare 
strategy. 

"They have deployed a lot of fast crafts, equipped with 
either torpedoes or surface-to-surface missiles, or to be used in 
suicide attacks," Kahwaji says. "They have a number of 
Russian-built submarines and indigenous-built midget 
submarines ... these are the ones that pose the most serious 
threat." 

An Unpredictable Region 
Mustafa Alani, a security analyst with the Geneva-based 

Gulf Research Center, says logic and realism suggest that an 
attack on Iran is not imminent. But in the Middle East, he 
adds, logic and realism do not always prevail. That's why, he 
says, Gulf states watched so closely as Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu seemed to insert himself into the 
American presidential campaign. 

"I think the Israelis try to pressurize the American 
administration," Alani says, "either to embarrass the 
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administration, showing that they are not doing enough to stop 
the Iranians, or they are trying to basically secure a 
commitment from [the] Obama administration, that after the 
election the Americans could give a green light." 

Israel's heightened rhetoric, meanwhile, has been more 
than matched by Iran's. 

Over the weekend, an Iranian Republican Guard officer 
said Israel, which he described as a "shameful and cancerous 
tumor," is seeking war, but it's not clear when. 

Analysts say such messages might be intended for hard-
liners at home, but as tensions in the region increase, even 
rhetoric meant for domestic political consumption can have 
unintended and deadly consequences. 

Listen To Audio (RT: 4:18) 
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11. Syrian War’s Spillover Threatens A Fragile Iraq 
(NEW YORK TIMES 25 SEP 12) ... Tim Arango 

BAGHDAD — The civil war in Syria is testing Iraq’s 
fragile society and fledgling democracy, worsening sectarian 
tensions, pushing Iraq closer to Iran and highlighting security 
shortcomings just nine months after American forces ended 
their long and costly occupation here. 

Fearing that Iraq’s insurgents will unite with extremists in 
Syria to wage a two-front battle for Sunni dominance, Prime 
Minister Nuri Kamal al-Maliki recently ordered guards at the 
western border to block adult men, even husbands and fathers 
with families in tow, from crossing into Iraq along with 
thousands of refugees seeking to escape the grinding war next 
door. 

Farther north, Iraqi officials have another concern, also 
related to the fighting across the border. Turkish warplanes 
have stepped up attacks on the mountain hide-outs of Kurdish 
insurgents galvanized by the war in Syria, underscoring Iraq’s 
inability to control its own airspace. 

The hardening of the antagonists’ positions in Syria — 
reverberating across Iraq — was made clear Monday at the 
United Nations when the new special envoy for Syria, 
Lakhdar Brahimi, gave a bleak appraisal of the conflict to the 
Security Council and said he saw no prospect for a 
breakthrough anytime soon. 

The Syrian war’s spillover has called attention to 
uncomfortable realities for American officials: despite nearly 
nine years of military engagement, an effort that continues 
today with a $19 billion weapons sales program, Iraq’s 
security is uncertain and its alliance with the theocratic 
government in Tehran is growing. Iraq’s Shiite-dominated 
leadership is so worried about a victory by Sunni radicals in 
Syria that it has moved closer to Iran, which shares a similar 
interest in supporting the Syrian president, Bashar al-Assad. 

There is already some indication that Sunni insurgents in 
Iraq have tried to coordinate with Syrian fighters to set off a 
regional sectarian war, Iraqi tribal leaders said. 

“Fighters from Anbar went there to support their sect, the 
Sunnis,” said Sheik Hamid al-Hayes, a tribal leader in Anbar 
Province, in western Iraq, who once led a group of former 
insurgents who switched sides and joined the Americans in 
fighting Al Qaeda in Iraq. 

In response, the United States has tried to secure its 
interests in Iraq. It has unsuccessfully pressed Iraq to halt 
flights from Iran that traverse Iraqi airspace to ferry weapons 
and fighters to the Assad government, although The 
Associated Press reported that over the weekend a government 
spokesman said Iraq would begin random searches of Iranian 
aircraft. 

While some Congressional leaders have threatened to cut 
off aid to Iraq if the flights do not stop, the United States is 

trying to speed up weapons sales to Iraq to secure it as an ally, 
said Lt. Gen. Robert L. Caslen Jr., the American commander 
in charge of that effort. As regional security deteriorates, the 
United States is finding it hard to deliver the weapons — 
especially antiaircraft systems — quickly enough to satisfy the 
Iraqis, who in some cases are looking elsewhere, including 
Russia. 

“Although they want a strategic partnership with the 
United States, they recognize the vulnerability, and they are 
interested in going with the nation that will be able to provide 
them, and meet their need, their capabilities gap, as quickly as 
possible,” said General Caslen, who oversees a Pentagon 
office here, under the authority of the American Embassy, that 
brokers weapons sales to Iraq. 

The United States is providing Iraq with refurbished 
antiaircraft guns, free of charge, but they will not arrive until 
June. In the meantime, the Iraqis have collected cold war-era 
missiles found in a junkyard on an air base north of Baghdad, 
and they are trying to get them in working order. Iraq is 
negotiating with Russia to buy air defense systems that could 
be delivered much more quickly than those bought from the 
United States. 

“Iraq recognizes they don’t control their airspace, and 
they are very sensitive to that,” General Caslen said. Each 
time Turkish fighter jets enter Iraq’s airspace to bomb Kurdish 
targets, he said, Iraqi officials “see it, they know it and they 
resent it.” 

Iskander Witwit, a former Iraqi Air Force officer and 
member of Parliament’s security committee, said, “God 
willing, we will be arming Iraq with weapons to be able to 
shoot down those planes.” 

The American military withdrew at the end of last year 
after negotiations for an extended troop presence collapsed 
because the Iraqis would not agree to extend legal immunities 
to any remaining force. Once the Americans left, Iraq 
celebrated its sovereignty, even as military officials in both 
countries fretted about the deficiencies of Iraq’s military and 
sought ways to work together that would not require a public 
debate about immunities. 

Iraq and the United States are negotiating an agreement 
that could result in the return of small units of American 
soldiers to Iraq on training missions. At the request of the Iraqi 
government, according to General Caslen, a unit of Army 
Special Operations soldiers was recently deployed to Iraq to 
advise on counterterrorism and help with intelligence. 

So even as the country leans closer to Iran and 
contemplates buying weapons from Russia, it still seeks the 
military support of the United States. This is because Iraq is 
still facing a potent insurgency whose frequent recent attacks 
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have raised questions about the ability of Iraq’s 
counterterrorism forces to face the threat. 

In Anbar, said Mr. Hayes, the tribal leader, insurgents 
have created Al Qaeda-affiliated units under the name the Free 
Iraqi Army, to mimic the banner under which Syrian Sunnis 
are fighting. “They are having meetings and are recruiting,” he 
said. The group also has a Twitter account and a Facebook 
page. 

Similar units have sprouted in Diyala Province, and they 
have used a call to arms in Syria as a recruitment tool, 
according to local officials. When fighters die in Syria, local 
families hold funerals in secret so as not to alert the Shiite-
dominated security forces that they have sent their sons to 
Syria. One such recent funeral was held on the pretext that the 
fallen fighter had died in a car crash in Jordan, and not, as had 
actually happened, in fighting in Aleppo, according to a local 
intelligence officer. 

As Western policy makers consider intervention in Syria, 
they worry that country’s war could turn into a full-blown 
sectarian conflict like the one that engulfed Iraq from 2005 to 
2007. For Iraqis who fled to Syria and are now returning, not 
by choice but to save their own lives, Syria already is Iraq. 

“It’s exactly like it was in Iraq,” said Zina Ritha, 29, who 
returned to Baghdad after several years in Damascus. 
Referring to the Free Syrian Army, Ms. Ritha said: “The 
F.S.A. is destroying Shia houses. They are kidnapping people, 
especially the Iraqis and the Shia.” 

On a recent morning, Ms. Ritha and her mother-in-law 
visited a center for returnees here, where families collect a 
payment of four million Iraqi dinars, or about $3,400, from the 
government. For Iraqis in Syria, people at the center said, 
there is no security. Shiites are attacked by rebels, Sunnis by 
government forces. And at any time they can be targeted just 
for being foreigners. 

Abdul Jabbar Sattar, a single man in his 40s, is Sunni. 
After a bombing in Damascus that killed several top security 
officials in July, his neighborhood endured round-the-clock 
shelling. He returned to Iraq with one set of clothes, and little 
money, having been robbed as he fled. 

“It’s the same situation as it used to be in Iraq,” he said. 
“Everyone is afraid of one another.” 

Reporting was contributed by Duraid Adnan, Yasir Ghazi 
and Omar al-Jawoshy from Baghdad, and an employee of The 
New York Times from Diyala Province. 
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12. U.N. Envoy Is Pessimistic About Peace In Syria 
Brahimi sees continued strife if major powers can’t resolve differences 
(WASHINGTON POST 25 SEP 12) ... Colum Lynch 

UNITED NATIONS — The new U.N.-Arab League 
envoy to Syria offered a downbeat assessment Monday on the 
prospects for peace in the war-torn country, saying that he 
would be powerless to avert worsening civil and sectarian 
strife as long as the United Nations’ biggest powers, including 
the United States and Russia, remained divided. 

Lakhdar Brahimi, a veteran U.N. troubleshooter, also sent 
a strong message to Syrian President Bashar al-Assad that his 
promises of government-sponsored reforms would not be 
enough to stem the spreading violence in Syria. 

“I think there is no disagreement that the situation is 
extremely bad and getting worse,” Brahimi told reporters after 
the meeting. “I refuse to believe that reasonable people do not 
see that you cannot go backward; you cannot go back to the 
Syria of the past. I think I told everybody in Damascus and 
elsewhere that reform is not enough. What is needed is 
change.” 

Despite the grim report, Brahimi offered a sliver of hope, 
saying that although there are no immediate prospects for 
progress diplomatically, his travels to the region had given 
him cause to believe “we will find an opening in the not-too-
distant future.” 

Brahimi’s remarks, which followed his first briefing to 
the Security Council on Syria, reflected a growing consensus 
among U.N. officials and some Arab leaders that an easing of 
the crisis is all but impossible without some sort of agreement 
between Russia and the West on a process for political 
transition in Syria. “If I do not represent the entire council, I 
am nothing,” Brahimi told reporters. “I need to be seen to 
represent a united council and a united League of Arab States, 
and I think the Security Council understands that perfectly 
well.” 

Brahimi’s visit to U.N. headquarters comes on the eve of 
the annual General Assembly debate of world leaders, and 

Brahimi said he would use the occasion to consult with key 
regional and international leaders in New York before 
returning to the region. For the time being, Brahimi said that 
he had no fixed peace plan for Syria, but that “I do have a few 
ideas” that he intends to discuss with key foreign powers this 
week. 

The U.N. Security Council has remained at a stalemate on 
Syria since July, when Russia and China cast their latest 
vetoes on a resolution that outlined a blueprint for the 
establishment of a government of national transition and that 
threatened sanctions against Damascus if it failed to halt its 
attacks on residential areas. 

Behind closed doors Monday, Brahimi, a former Algerian 
diplomat, told the 15-nation Security Council that he saw few 
signs that either Assad or the fragmented armed opposition are 
prepared to engage in substantive peace talks, according to 
council diplomats present. 

“On the side of the government, the aim is still to keep, or 
return to, the old Syria, even if much is said about dialogue 
and reform,” Brahimi told the council. “Popular demand for 
change, not reforms, is hardly recognized by the government. 
The crisis is seen mainly as a foreign conspiracy engineered 
from abroad.” 

The Syrian government, Brahimi told the council, 
continues to dismiss the role of popular unrest in fueling anti-
government sentiment, arguing that Damascus is the victim of 
a foreign conspiracy and that its troops are up against as many 
as 5,000 foreign fighters. The armed opposition, meanwhile, 
maintains that the crisis is the result of four decades of state-
backed terror against ordinary Syrians. 

“They say there is no turning back,” Brahimi told the 
council. “Indeed it bears repeating that the solution to Syria’s 
problems demands a clean break with the past.” 
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Brahimi said the opposition’s attempts to unite behind a 
single platform “have been disappointing until now,” but he 

said he saw “some signs” that its members were trying to 
improve coordination. 
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13. Iran President Plays Down Israeli Threat 
Ahmadinejad, at U.N., Says Tehran Would Hold U.S. Responsible for a Military Strike Against Its Nuclear 
Facilities 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 25 SEP 12) ... Jay Solomon 

NEW YORK—Iranian President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad 
on Monday played down the prospects of an Israeli military 
strike on his country's nuclear installations, but made clear that 
Tehran would hold the U.S. responsible if such an attack 
occurred. 

"Fundamentally, we don't take seriously the threats of the 
Zionists," Iran's leader said at a breakfast with journalists, 
referring to Israel. "If such an attack were to happen, all 
equations in the region would see a deep change." 

Mr. Ahmadinejad is attending this week's annual meeting 
of the United Nations General Assembly for the last time as 
Iran's leader. His second four-year presidential term ends in 
June. 

His appearances in New York, including his public 
bromides on Israel and questioning of both the Holocaust and 
Sept. 11 attacks, have become an annual event, often to the 
chagrin of Western governments. 

Mr. Ahmadinejad on Monday charged that Israel was at a 
"dead end" and claiming that the Iranian economy, despite 
international sanctions, is even doing better than those in 
Europe. 

A spokesman for the White House National Security 
Council, Tommy Vietor, called Mr. Ahmadinejad's comments 
"disgusting, offensive, and outrageous," adding, "They 
underscore again why America's commitment to the security 
of Israel must be unshakable, and why the world must hold 
Iran accountable for its utter failure to meet its obligations." 

Despite his trademark bluster, the 55-year-old Iranian 
president is visiting New York with Tehran in a weaker 
position than in previous years. 

His country faces Israeli threats and intensified Western 
sanctions. It also is at risk of losing its closest ally in the Arab 
world—embattled Syrian President Bashar al-Assad. 
Damascus has provided Tehran with a channel for sending 
arms and funds to Iranian allies fighting Israel—Hezbollah in 
Lebanon and Hamas in the Palestinian territories. 

Arab leaders have roundly criticized Iran for allegedly 
supporting Mr. Assad's crackdown on his political opponents 
over the past 18 months, which human-rights groups say have 
claimed as many as 20,000 Syrians. 

Mr. Ahmadinejad on Monday disputed comments made 
recently by senior Iranian military officials that acknowledged 
Iran's military support for Mr. Assad. "We seek peace in 
Syria," Iran's leader said. "We like and love both sides." 

U.S. officials have grown increasingly confident that the 
West's financial war on Tehran is having a growing impact. 

Treasury officials estimate that sanctions are costing Iran 
$15 billion in lost revenue each quarter. And the value of the 
Iranian currency, the rial, has lost at least half of its value 
against the U.S. dollar from a year ago. 

The U.S. Treasury Department on Monday reported to 
Congress that the National Iranian Oil Co., Tehran's main 
energy exporter, has direct links to the Islamic Revolutionary 
Guard Corps, Iran's elite military unit. The designation 
significantly strengthens U.S. sanctions on the oil company, 
potentially barring any foreign firm doing business with it 
from the American financial system. 

Mr. Ahmadinejad said Western countries were deluded if 
they believed financial pressure would force Tehran to end its 
nuclear program. 

"The situation in Iran is not as bad as some suggest," the 
Iranian president said, while declining to confirm reports that 
Tehran's oil exports have dropped by one million barrels a 
day. 

Meanwhile, Mr. Ahmadinejad chastised the State 
Department's decision last week to delist an Iranian opposition 
group from a U.S. terrorism list. The Mujahedin-e Khalq, or 
MEK, was charged by the U.S. with allying with the former 
Iraqi strongman Saddam Hussein and conducting a campaign 
of assassinations against Iranian and American officials in the 
1970s and 1980s. The MEK's supporters, despite this U.S. 
ban, launched an extensive lobbying campaign inside 
Washington over the past 18 months to get off the list, 
including paying former U.S. officials to give speeches. 

"If we wanted to show the double standards of the 
American government, we couldn't have done it better 
ourselves," Mr. Ahmadinejad said, in reference to the MeK's 
delisting. "The U.S. government gave us a gift for free." 

Iran's leader refused to condemn the rioting that broke out 
across the Islamic world in recent weeks following the posting 
of a video that criticized the Muslim faith's prophet, 
Muhammad. 

Mr. Ahmadinejad was asked at the breakfast whether the 
Islamic Republic had formally lifted a 1980s religious decree 
that called for the death of the British writer Salman Rushdie, 
who wrote a novel that Muslim leaders considered anti-
Islamic. 

"Where is he now?" Mr. Ahmadinejad said of Mr. 
Rushdie, without addressing the question. "Is he in the U.S.? 
You shouldn't broadcast this for his own safety." 
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14. Iran Tests Missiles, Unveils Drone Amid Israel Tensions 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 24 SEP 12) ... Farhad Pouladi 

TEHRAN — Iran has tested anti-air and anti-ship missiles 
and unveiled a new drone, its powerful Revolutionary Guards 

said on Monday, in a show of military readiness for a war with 
Israel their chief says is inevitable. 
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Medium-range surface-to-air missiles designed to knock 
attacking aircraft out of the sky at a range of 50 kilometres (30 
miles) were successfully fired on Monday, the Guards said in 
a statement on their official Sepahnews website. 

The new, Taer-2 missiles were part of an anti-air defence 
system known as Ra'ad (Thunder), the statement said. 

The Fars news agency called the domestically made 
missiles "more advanced" than the Russian-made Buk family 
of missiles they were based on. 

Rear Admiral Ali Fadavi, the commander of the Guards' 
navy, also said that on Sunday a naval drill was held in which 
four missiles hit a warship-sized target, sinking it in 50 
seconds, according to Fars. 

"We have missile systems that cover all the Persian Gulf 
coasts and the American bases (in the region)," he was quoted 
as saying. 

He added that the Revolutionary Guards would in the next 
six months hold "big naval manoeuvres in the Strait of 
Hormuz," the strategic, narrow channel at the Gulf's entrance 
through which a third of the world's seaborne traded oil 
passes. 

Brigadier General Amir Ali Hajizadeh, the commander of 
the Guards' aerospace division charged with missile defence, 
also announced a new drone, dubbed Shahed 129, with a range 
of 2,000 kilometres (1,200 miles). 

"It is able to carry bombs and missiles... it has the ability 
to fly non-stop for 24 hours, it does surveillance," Fars quoted 
him as saying. State television showed images of the 
unmanned aircraft. 

On Saturday, the head of the Revolutionary Guards, 
General Mohammad Ali Jafari, said war between Iran and 
Israel "will eventually happen, but it is not certain where and 
when." 

It was the first time a senior Iranian official had 
acknowledged the probability of war breaking out between the 
two arch-foes. 

Israel in recent weeks has ratcheted up its threats to 
possibly launch air strikes on Iranian nuclear facilities, with or 
without help from its U.S. ally. 

Iran's Revolutionary Guards commanders have said they 
would view any Israeli attack as being carried out with U.S. 
authorisation, and warned they would hit U.S. military bases 
in Afghanistan, Qatar and Bahrain in retaliation. 

Hajizadeh told Iran's Al-Alam television network on 
Sunday that an Israel-Iran war would be unpredictable -- "and 
it will turn into World War III" as other countries were sucked 
into it. 

The disconcertingly bellicose language from the 
Revolutionary Guards contrasted with the stated position of 
President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad's government, which has 
publicly dismissed Israel's threats as a bluff. 

Ahmadinejad, in New York for a UN General Assembly, 
reiterated that stance in interviews with U.S. media. 

"While the Iranian people are ready to defend ourselves, I 
don't believe the (Israeli) threats are of fundamental 
importance," he told U.S. media bosses in a meeting on 
Monday. 

Israel, the Middle East's sole though undeclared nuclear 
weapons state, views Iran's nuclear programme as a threat to 
its existence and its prime minister, Benjamin Netanyahu, has 
strongly intimated he could order strikes against Iranian 
facilities. 

Iran has repeatedly denied Western suspicions it is 
seeking nuclear weapons capability, insisting its atomic 
programme is exclusively for peaceful, civilian uses. 
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AFGHANISTAN: 
15. Afghans Hail Action Over U.S. Marines Abuse Video 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 24 SEP 12) 

Afghanistan on Tuesday welcomed a Pentagon decision 
to put two U.S. Marines on trial for urinating on the bodies of 
dead Taliban fighters and posing for photographs with them. 

The Pentagon announced that Staff Sergeants Joseph 
Chamblin and Edward Deptola will face court martial, a 
month after three other Marines were sanctioned 
administratively for their role in the July 27, 2011 incident in 
Afghanistan's Helmand province. 

"We welcome the U.S. move to put those Marines on 
trial," defence ministry spokesman General Zahir Azimi told 
AFP. "We want all those people who commit unlawful acts to 
be brought to justice." 

A videotape that surfaced on the Internet in January 
showed four U.S. troops urinating on three bloodied corpses, 
and one of the men, apparently aware he was being filmed, 
saying: "Have a great day, buddy," to one of the dead. 

The actions depicted in the video took place during a 
counter-insurgency operation in the restive Musa Qala district 
of Helmand province, in southwestern Afghanistan in July 
2011. 

The Taliban, who have waged an insurgency against U.S.-
led NATO forces and the Afghan government since their 

ouster by a U.S.-led invasion in 2001, dismissed the move to 
prosecute the two Marines. 

"It is just a symbolic move to catch media attention. 
These soldiers are war criminals and should be severely 
punished," Taliban spokesman Zabiullah Mujahid told AFP by 
phone from an undisclosed location. 

"They have not committed a mistake, it was an intentional 
crime." 

The Pentagon said that charges against the sergeants 
concern "violations of the Uniform Code of Military Justice 
for their involvement in urinating on deceased Taliban fighters 
and for posing for unofficial photographs with human 
casualties." 

They also were charged with dereliction of duty for a 
number of other command failures involving younger 
Marines. 

The video caused great embarrassment to the U.S. 
military and prompted a Naval Criminal Investigative Service 
probe, as well as condemnation and an apology from Secretary 
of Defense Leon Panetta. 

The scandal was one in a long line to tarnish the image of 
the U.S. military in the past decade, from the Abu Ghraib 
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prison abuse images in Iraq to more recent convictions of 
troops who killed Afghan civilians for sport. 

Panetta said at the time the video surfaced that the troops' 
behaviour was "utterly deplorable," while U.S. Secretary of 
State Hillary Clinton spoke of her "total dismay" at the acts, 
vowing the culprits would be found and punished. 

The decision to refer the sergeants for trial comes in the 
midst of a wave of violent anti-American protests in the 
Muslim world over a U.S.-made film that ridicules the prophet 
Mohammed. 

The three U.S. Marines who received administrative 
punishment last month over the urination incident in 
Afghanistan pleaded guilty. 

Punishment from administrative proceedings can include 
reduction in rank, restriction to a military base, extra duties, 
forfeiture of pay, a reprimand or a combination of such 
measures. 

The video caused outrage in Afghanistan. An Afghan 
soldier who shot dead four French troops in January said that 
he did it because of the American soldiers who urinated on 
bodies in the video. 
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AMERICAS: 
16. El Pasoan Commands Navy Ship Against Cartels 
U.S. military's "Operation Martillo" aims to disrupt drug-trafficking routes in coastal waters 
(EL PASO TIMES 24 SEP 12) ... Diana Washington Valdez 

A naval officer from El Paso is battling the drug cartels 
on the high seas aboard the USS Curts (FFG 38) frigate as part 
of the multinational and multi-agency "Operation Martillo 
(Hammer)." 

Cmdr. Fermin Espinoza of El Paso is in charge of the 
guided missile ship USS Curts, which the Navy has used in 
counternarcotics missions in the past, including the record 
seizure of 12 tons of cocaine in 2004. 

"My family is from Juárez, Mexico, and I am familiar 
with the drug-violence that has ravaged that city. I've also seen 
how drugs destroy people. That's why for me, this operation is 
personal," said Espinoza in a telephone interview during a stop 
in Panama. 

The U.S. Southern Command announced that the effort 
aims to disrupt drug-trafficking routes in coastal waters along 
the Central America isthmus. Joint Interagency Task Force-
South, a component of U.S. Southern Command, is leading the 
U.S. military's participation. 

"More than 80 percent of the cocaine destined for U.S. 
markets is transported via sea lanes, primarily using littoral 
routes through Central America," said U.S. Air Force Gen. 
Douglas Fraser, commander of the U.S. Southern Command. 
"Working with our partner nations, we intend to disrupt their 
operations by limiting their ability to use Central America as a 
transit zone." 

"Illicit trafficking," Fraser said, "jeopardizes the safety 
and well-being of citizens of every country and has a negative 
influence on regional and national security." 

Espinoza, 45, said he began his military career 27 years 
ago in the enlisted ranks. Today, he is a Navy commander, 
which is comparable to the Army rank of lieutenant colonel. 

"Since January alone, we've had a 53 percent increase in 
seizures of contraband, compared to the same time last year," 
Espinoza said. "Eighty percent of those seizures, in 
coordination with our allied nations, represent disruptions in 
the smuggling operations of transnational gangs by sea. We've 
also reduced by 35 percent illicit flights used by the 
smugglers. Our goal is to disrupt, and principally push them 
away from the shorelines of Central and South America." 

Since the U.S. government declared illegal drugs to be a 
national security threat in the 1980s, the U.S. military has been 
tasked with preventing narcotics and other drugs from entering 

the United States. Like other government agencies, the 
military also depends on timely and accurate intelligence. The 
Office of Naval Intelligence, which receives less publicity 
than the Central Intelligence Agency, was created in 1882 and 
is the oldest existing U.S. intelligence agency. 

During the course of Operation "Martillo," Espinoza said 
the frigate is in constant communication with the Navy, Coast 
Guard, Drug Enforcement Administration and other agencies. 
The crew also relies on information regarding the drug cartels 
provided by the El Paso Intelligence Center. 

The USS Curts has not been fired upon by drug-
traffickers, who likely find the frigate's armament 
intimidating. 

"I've been all over the world with the Navy, and this is the 
first time I've been put in charge of a mission such as this 
one," Espinoza said. 

A graduate of Burges High School, Espinoza said he's 
come across people from other countries and the United States 
who are surprised to see a Latino in charge of a Navy ship. 

"The response I get is surprise, but I'm also greeted with 
welcoming and excitement," Espinoza said. "My Spanish has 
served me well, too, especially in my dealings with the 
Colombian navy. My crew is diverse, and I am always 
surrounded by young Americans who serve in the Navy. I am 
proud of the fact that the USS Curts is one of the most 
decorated ships in the Navy's history. It netted the largest 
maritime cocaine bust ever, which had a street value of $2.3 
billion." 

Most of the frigate crew's seizures have involved 
intercepting speedboats that ferry narcotics. Drug cartels are 
also known to use submersibles and recreational-type 
submarines to transport drugs by sea. Espinoza said suspects 
who are caught with contraband are detained and turned over 
to the DEA or other corresponding law enforcement agency. 

When they're not chasing drug-traffickers, or responding 
to requests for humanitarian assistance, the crew, from the 
commander on down, is training to keep their skills sharp, and 
this includes firing weapons like the mainstay M-16 rifle. 

Petty Officer 2nd Class Casey Deck, also from El Paso, 
works as a tactical helicopter air controller aboard the USS 
Curts. The 24-year-old operations specialist shares Espinoza's 
views on drug-trafficking. 
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"What we're doing is helping to keep drugs from reaching 
Mexico and the United States," Deck said. "For example, in 
August, we intercepted a 'go-fast boat' carrying drugs off the 
coast of Colombia. I know how the drug trade has affected 
Juárez and El Paso, and how it contributed to all the violence 
in Juárez and people having to flee to El Paso. We're 
supporting a good cause." 

Deck, who graduated from Franklin High School, said 
he's glad to serve under Espinoza. 

"He was former enlisted, and he's instilled in us a sense of 
what we can achieve," Deck said. 

Deck also said he still misses some things about El Paso, 
especially eating at the iconic Chico's Tacos. "I really do miss 
eating at Chico's Tacos," he said. 

Southern Command officials said "Operation Martillo" is 
a multi-nation effort that includes U.S., European and Western 
Hemisphere partners. The U.S. contribution includes Navy 
and Coast Guard vessels, aircraft from U.S. federal law 
enforcement agencies, and military and law enforcement units 
from several nations that are working together to prevent 
transnational criminal organizations from using transshipment 
routes to move narcotics, precursor chemicals, bulk cash and 
weapons. 

One of Espinoza's next assignments may be the 
decommissioning of the USS Curts next year; the frigate is 
currently home-ported in San Diego. 
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PERSONNEL: 
17. Vice Chief Highlights Opportunity, Inclusion At HESTEC Conference 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 24 SEP 12) ... Defense Media Activity - Navy 

EDINBURG, Texas -- The vice chief of naval operations 
participated in the Hispanic Engineering Science and 
Technology (HESTEC) Congressional Roundtable on Science 
Literacy Sept. 24. 

Adm. Mark Ferguson joined representatives from higher 
education, business, and government, including U.S. 
Congressman Rubén Hinojosa from Texas, in a panel to 
address best practices, discern lessons, and share successful 
strategies to reach Hispanic students. The panel was part of the 
week-long HESTEC conference running from Sept. 24-29. 

For Ferguson, attending the conference was an 
opportunity to increase, inspire and support the talent pool that 
will be the source of the next generation of Sailors, naval 
engineers and scientists. 

"It is a strategic imperative for the Navy to attract, recruit, 
retain, and promote a diverse workforce," said Ferguson. 
"When America looks at its Navy, it should see a reflection of 
the country as a whole. We are committed to finding that 
talent through our outreach and engagement efforts." 

Those efforts are designed to build a strong workforce 
reflecting the country's demographics, while also creating and 
enabling an environment that values cultural awareness and 
diversity, a top priority for the Navy. 

While at the conference Ferguson also participated in a 
ribbon cutting ceremony for the Center of Excellence in 
Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics 
Education (C-STEM) at The University of Texas-Pan 
American (UTPA). UTPA has been selected by the Navy as a 

Center of Excellence in STEM, along with its South Texas 
collaborators: South Texas College, Texas A&M International 
University-Laredo, The University of Texas-Brownsville, 
Laredo Community College (LCC), Texas A&M University-
Corpus, Christi (TAMU-CC), Texas A&M University-
Kingsville (TAMU-K), and Texas State Technical College 
(TSTC). 

The C-STEM facility provides a location where UTPA 
can bring together the community, university, and others, to 
learn about available STEM programs. It is believed it will 
particularly benefit the K-12 community of teachers, parents, 
and students who may not currently understand how to get 
involved in STEM programs. 

Additionally, C-STEM will provide a venue on UTPA's 
campus where STEM majors can interact with other STEM 
majors, faculty can visit with students and discuss academics, 
research, and graduate programs, and the University can 
enhance existing programs, such as recruitment and career 
development, by focusing on the needs of STEM majors. 

Created ten years ago to address the critical shortage of 
Hispanic scientists and engineers in the U.S., HESTEC 
culminates in a weeklong conference that gives students of all 
ages, parents and educators in South Texas a chance to meet 
each other, show off talent and hard work and explore future 
employment prospects. 

Social networking activities, science exhibits, a 
community day and an international expo highlight conference 
events. 
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18. DoD Policies Contribute To Troops’ Substance Abuse, Panel Says 
(NAVY TIMES 01 OCT 12) ... Patricia Kime 

The military’s high rates of alcohol and substance abuse 
are a “public health crisis” that’s partly underwritten by 
Pentagon policy, an influential scientific panel said Sept. 17. 

Outdated approaches and ignored guidance on alcohol 
abuse prevention and treatment, on-base facilities that sell 
cheap alcohol to troops, and policies that allow controlled 
substances to be dispensed without tracking contribute to the 
growing alcohol and drug problem in the ranks, according to 

the 352-page report from the Institute of Medicine, “Substance 
Use Disorders in the U.S. Armed Forces.” The Defense and 
Veterans Affairs departments “actually have very good 
guidelines. VA is following them. I don’t know why [DoD 
isn’t] following them,” said Dr. Charles O’Brien, panel chair 
and director of the Center for Studies of Addiction at the 
University of Pennsylvania School of Medicine. 
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“Some of the policies pertaining to substance abuse 
disorder, prevention, screening diagnoses and treatment were 
drafted over a decade ago and have not been revised to reflect 
the most current evidence in the field. The same is true of 
Tricare substance abuse disorder benefits,” added research 
study director Dr. Mary Oster. 

About 20 percent of active-duty members reported 
engaging in heavy drinking in 2008, and 47 percent said they 
binged regularly, up from 35 percent in 1998, according the 
most recent DoD survey of active-duty troops. 

Prescription drug abuse also increased: In 2002, just 2 
percent self-reported having a problem; that figure doubled to 
4 percent in 2004 and spiked to 11 percent by 2008, according 
to the survey. 

Also, military physicians wrote nearly 3.8 million 
prescriptions for pain medication in 2009, four times the 
number as in 2001, according to the IOM. 

To reverse the trend, leadership must acknowledge the 
“alarming facts and combat them,” the 14-member group of 
scientists and physicians said. 

Among the recommendations in the report: 

 The Pentagon should take control of the services’ 
substance abuse programs to ensure consistency. 

 Primary care physicians should routinely screen for 
alcohol and substance abuse, an intervention that 
would increase access to care and reduce stigma. 

 Tricare regulations should be updated to enable the 
military health system to pay for drug substitution 

therapies such as suboxone for opioid dependence 
and naltrexone for alcohol abuse. 

DoD also should enforce regulations on underage 
drinking, reduce the number of outlets that sell alcohol on 
installations and limit the hours of operation for those that 
remain, according to the report. 

The recommendations “are doable,” O’Brien said. “If the 
military was to follow [them], we’d see a big improvement.” 
The IOM conducted the study at the request of Sen. Claire 
McCaskill, D-Mo., in the wake of media reports on rising use 
of prescription pain medications at military facilities and 
rising rates of prescription drug abuse. 

Cynthia Smith, a Pentagon spokeswoman, said defense 
officials are analyzing IOM’s findings and will consider the 
panel’s input in making improvements as needed. 

“We want to do the right thing for the service member,” 
Smith said. “If there are areas in need of improvement, then 
we will work to improve those areas. The health and well-
being of our service members is paramount.” The report 
singled out at least one program for laurels: the Army’s 
Confidential Alcohol Treatment and Education Pilot, or 
CATEP, which allows soldiers to receive confidential 
treatment for alcohol addiction. 

Once controversial because it withholds information from 
a service member’s command, CATEP is, the IOM report 
states, “worthy of expansion.” “It could be considered as a 
strategy for addressing misuse of prescription opioids in 
addition to alcohol,” the report said. 

Since its introduction in 2009, CATEP has helped at least 
500 soldiers. 

Return to Index 
 
 

WOUNDED WARRIORS: 
19. An Amazing Love Story 
How a wounded sailor’s recovery — with his girlfriend’s tireless support — has inspired millions 
(NAVY TIMES 01 OCT 12) ... Jacqueline Klimas 

Few high school sweethearts make it past the hat toss at 
graduation. 

But Taylor Morris and Danielle Kelly have made it 
through so much more. 

The Iowa natives stayed together and, in 2007, Morris 
enlisted as an explosive ordnance disposal technician in the 
Navy. After years of training, Morris was assigned to 
Explosive Ordnance Disposal Unit 12 and the couple moved 
to Virginia Beach, Va. 

While Morris, a second class, was deployed to 
Afghanistan, the couple talked about their future plans. They 
considered where they would live when he got back and left 
the Navy, and adventures they would have, like skydiving and 
a trip to Africa. 

But then Morris stepped on an improvised explosive 
device, losing both legs above the knee, his left arm and right 
hand. But that tragic incident has done nothing to stifle the 
couple’s relationship. 

Their story of love has crossed the globe. Twenty-two 
photos of Morris and Kelly were posted on BuzzFeed, a 
collection house of viral content on the Web, under the 
headline “A love story in 22 pictures.” As of Sept. 20, the 
story had more than 2.6 million views. 

Tim Dodd, the professional photographer (and Morris’ 
longtime friend) who took many of the photos in the post, said 
the sailor is happy his story is reaching so many people. 

“What he’s thrilled about right now about this story is that 
Danielle is receiving recognition,” Dodd said. “He couldn’t be 
happier that his love made it viral, not his recovery or the 
extent of his injuries. It’s him and Danielle.” Even though 
Morris and Kelly have become Internet sensations, they still 
shy away from the attention. 

“This is my favorite part about Danielle and Taylor. They 
haven’t made a phone call yet today because they’re busy 
working out,” Dodd said the day after the BuzzFeed post went 
live. “They’re not getting caught up in media storm and their 
priorities are no different this morning than they were 
yesterday.” Kelly and Morris declined an interview with Navy 
Times, stating that their “main focus is rehabilitation.” Dodd’s 
photos show Kelly by Morris’ side in the hospital, pushing 
him to work harder during physical therapy and carrying him 
on her back on the beach where they used to run together. 
Dodd said he takes pictures when he’s inspired and the couple 
gives him plenty of reasons to shoot. 

“They’re not trying to pose in front of the camera and be 
the cutest couple, they just really are that cute,” he said. 
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“Every minute I’m with them I’m inspired. To see their love 
play out in front of me is worth capturing.” 

‘She’s Been There’ 
Kelly received a phone call the morning of May 3 and 

assumed it was a siding company calling about construction 
on the couple’s home in Virginia Beach, she wrote on her and 
her husband’s blog. 

Instead it was a member of Morris’ team, calling to say 
her boyfriend had been severely injured. 

Morris was part of the lead clearing element when he 
triggered the IED outside Kandahar Airfield, Afghanistan. 
Despite suffering injuries to all four of his limbs, he remained 
conscious following the explosion and realized there could be 
other IEDs, undetectable, around him, he told the 
entertainment website The Chive. “I knew I had arterial 
bleeding from all four limbs and I was bleeding out fast,” 
Morris recounted to The Chive. “I told my buddies to stop, it 
would only have hurt me more if somebody stepped on 
another one.” Finally, a second EOD tech cleared the area 
around him, and he received medical help. 

After the explosion, 23-year-old Morris was transferred to 
a hospital in Germany and three days later travelled to Walter 
Reed National Military Medical Center Bethesda, Md., for 
long-term care. Kelly quit her job and dropped everything to 
be by his side for whatever he needed, Dodd said. 

“The way she interacts with and pushes Taylor is unlike 
anything else,” he said. 

Now her daily routine is the same as Morris’. She spends 
her time in occupational therapy and physical therapy, and 
looks on while Morris’ wounds are cared for and he practices 
with his prosthetic legs, according to the blog chronicling his 
recovery at www.taylormorris.org. Morris is using the Otto 
Bock X2s, which have a knee that can predict a patient’s 
movement based on weight shifts. 

Morris, who is still in the Navy, received a Bronze Star 
with Combat “V” during an Aug. 27 ceremony at Walter 

Reed, with Kelly by his side. He also received the Purple 
Heart. 

After receiving the Bronze Star, he recognized his 
girlfriend’s strength throughout his recovery. 

“I just want to say one thing if I could: If I had hands, I’d 
take this off and pin it on Danielle, because she’s helped me 
through everything, and it’s been so hard,” Morris said at the 
ceremony. “She’s been there the whole time.” 

Looking Forward 
Throughout the recovery process, Morris has had a 

positive attitude and progressed in physical therapy faster than 
anyone could have imagined, Dodd said. 

“It sounds really weird, but I almost laugh at his attitude. 
It’s just ridiculous,” he said. “If you tell him, ‘No you can’t do 
that, you’re not ready,’ he does it. Period. That’s his 
motivation — to do it because he can.” He did just that when 
Kelly had been out of town visiting family for a week. Against 
doctors’ orders, he wore his X2 legs out of the medical center 
to the airport to pick up his girlfriend. In a video posted on 
Dodd’s blog, she seems shocked and ecstatic to see her 
boyfriend standing tall and waiting for her before enveloping 
her in a huge hug. 

Morris doesn’t want to be called a hero, Dodd said, but he 
does want to inspire people with his story. Admirers around 
the world look up to his strength and leave comments of 
support on his blog, wishing him well. 

One 7-year-old boy suffering from a traumatic brain 
injury saw a photo of Morris standing in his prosthetics with 
an American flag on his back and said, “That’s him Mom! 
Superman. I want legs like his, OK?” according to his 
mother’s blog. 

The mother emailed Morris, letting him know that he was 
an inspiration to her son. 

“That’s really the only reason why we want to share [our 
story], to help other people,” Morris said on his blog. 
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SURFACE FLEET: 
20. Navy Research Vessel To Be Named After Neil Armstrong 
First ship in its class will pay tribute to first man to walk on moon, who died last month 
(KING NBC SEATTLE 25 SEP 12) ... Elizabeth Wiley 

A U.S. Navy research vessel being built at a shipyard in 
Anacortes, Wash., will be named after Neil Armstrong, the 
first man to walk on the moon. 

Armstrong passed away Aug. 25. His widow, Carol, will 
serve as the sponsor for the ship, which isn't scheduled to be 
completed until late 2014. 

The Auxiliary General Oceanographic Research ship, 
referred to as AGOR 27, will house acoustic equipment 
capable of mapping the deepest parts of the ocean. It also has 
onboard laboratories capable of a variety of oceanographic 
research. 

Since Armstrong's name will be assigned to the first ship 
of the AGOR design, the entire class of ships will be known as 
the Armstrong class of research vessels. 

The ship is under construction at Dakota Creek Industries 
Inc. in Anacortes. The ship's construction is being funded by 
the Office of Naval Research; after delivery, it will be 
operated by the Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution in 
Massachusetts. 

AGOR 27 will be 238 feet in length, have a beam length 
of 50 feet, and operate at more than 12 knots. 

Before joining the astronaut program, Armstrong was a 
U.S. Navy aviator. 
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MARINE CORPS: 
21. Marine Corps Moves On From EFV To Three New Amphibious-Vehicle Efforts 
(DEFENSE DAILY 25 SEP 12) ... Emelie Rutherford 

The Marine Corps is busy with its revamped plans for 
amphibious vehicles, with its major effort to plan a new 
Amphibious Combat Vehicle (ACV) taking shape follow the 
recent completion of a major study. 

Col. Keith Moore, Marine Corps program manager for 
advanced amphibious assault (PM AAA), is just wrapping up 
the very final stages of the service’s contractual relationship 
with General Dynamics for the Expeditionary Fighting 
Vehicle. The EFV, a tracked amphibious vehicle that battled 
technical challenges earlier in its decade-long development 
lifespan, ultimately was canceled last year by former Defense 
Secretary Robert Gates because of its cost. It was intended to 
be a swimmable armored vehicle that would quickly carry 
combat-ready Marines to land from ships far off shore. 

Now Moore is guiding three successor amphibious 
vehicle efforts that are at various stages: the nascent ACV, 
which is intended to be a more-affordable alternative to EFV, 
as well as an upgraded version of the existing Assault 
Amphibious Vehicle (AAV) and a new, likely off-the-shelf 
wheeled Marine Personnel Carrier (MPC). 

It’s the ACV that is taking up the bulk of Moore’s time. 
Service officials have completed an analysis of alternatives 
(AoA) on six types of vehicles that could be the ACV. The 
AoA document was approved out of the Marine Corps and 
awaiting final briefings to congressional and Pentagon 
officials as of this writing. 

After the AoA briefings are done, Moore plans to go 
before the Defense Acquisition Board (DAB) later this fall for 
in-process review of the development path forward. Armed 
with a draft of the ACV’s capabilities definition document, 
Moore is hoping the DAB meeting will clear the way for 
releasing the first request for proposals (RFP) for the initial 
ACV development contracts with industry. 

Moore, in an interview, said the AoA “reaffirms the need 
for a self-deploying amphibian for the force.” 

“There were non-self-deploying alternatives that were 
part of the analysis of alternatives,” he said. And the AoA 
“reaffirmed that the timelines for getting ship-to-shore, the 
cost that that would impose on the Navy for connectors, for 
amphibious shipping and all that, it just makes that not a 
viable option. So you’re back into (understanding that) you 
need a self-deployer.” 

Moore said he was not surprised by the AoA’s findings. 
“I think most of us that have been around this business 

expect that the answer was going to be a self-deployer,” he 
said. “What the specific thing ends up looking like, that’s sort 
of the next turn of the crank.” 

The AoA examined six vehicle options: developing no 
vehicle and sticking with the current setup, reviving the EFV, 
using an MPC-type wheeled vehicle with a ship-to-short 
connector to get it ashore, creating a significantly-improved 
AAV, and designing and building an amphibious-combat 
vehicle--with two alternatives for this last option. 

The final AoA does not recommend pursing the MPC-
type vehicle with a ship-to-shore connector or sticking with 
the current setup, Moore said. The EFV also is not looked 
upon favorably because of its high cost. 

The document thus shows the two new-design vehicles 
and super-improved AAV “typically do fairly well,” with 
“some doing better than others depending on the exact 
scenario,” he said. 

Moving beyond the AoA, to determine what the right 
solution set is, “is now going to require engagement with 
industry, additional contractual engineering efforts so that we 
can actually figure out where…the most cost-effective point 
is…within the continuum of capabilities that these vehicles” 
possess, he said. 

Meanwhile, plans to upgrade existing AAVs, which were 
first fielded in 1972, are moving forward. The effort is 
intended to improve the survivability and land-and-water 
mobility of the vehicle as the service waits for the successor 
ACV to be built. 

Moore said he expects Marine Corps Combat 
Development Command will have the requirements for the 
AAV upgrade effort completed by the end of this calendar 
year. After that, he hopes officials advance the program to the 
Milestone B phase of development so the service can award 
engineering and manufacturing development (EMD) contracts 
to companies. 

The Marine Corps already has worked with industry on 
the AAV upgrade effort, in recent weeks awarding four 
companies trade-studies contracts that allow them to work on 
the existing vehicles. 

“The product out of this trade study is their best estimate 
as to what sort of things (are possible) and how they would go 
about enhancing the survivability of the platform,” Moore 
said. That will help answer questions like “Are we asking for 
something that’s just unachievable by some law of physics?” 
and whether the upgrade can be completed with available 
funding, he said. 

“We’ve been trying to do a lot of up-front work with 
these trade studies and all so that everybody on both 
government and industry is leaning forward so that we can get 
all the engineering work done as quickly as possible,” he said. 

One example of an AAV improvement the service is 
examining is a way to better protect the underbelly of the 
vehicle from improvised explosive devices. 

Industry also is working with Moore’s team on the 
wheeled MPC, which the service is thinking will be largely 
off-the-shelf, based on an existing vehicle with slight tweaks. 

The MPC “will be effective across the range of military 
operations during sustained operations ashore and reinforce 
the assault echelon during forcible-entry operations,” 
according to Moore’s office. It and the ACV are intended 
together to serve as replacements for the legacy AAVs. 

Four companies -- BAE Systems, General Dynamics 
Land Systems, SAIC, and Lockheed Martin -- have been 
under contract since January to provide the Marine Corps 
market-research data on the MPC. Each firm will provide an 
existing vehicle that is run through a government test program 
that looks at factors such as its capability for traversing water. 

“We wanted to see what’s out there and available in that 
area,” Moore said. 

He said testers need to ensure U.S. Marines can fit in the 
potential MPCs, some of which are built in parts of the world 
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for people of smaller statures. Moore also said he is looking 
forward to putting the vehicles through live-fire testing to 
ensure they are as survivable as their builders claim. And he 
wants to learn where potential MPC contractors would build 
the vehicles in the United States, because they may not have 
manufacturing facilities here. 

Moore, meanwhile, is saying goodbye to the remnants of 
the EFV program. The final contract with General Dynamics 
finishes out at the end of September. 

“Most of the effort over the last month, month and a half, 
has really been dispositioning all of the various equipment and 
materiel that accreted over the course of the program,” he said 
earlier this month. 

As Washington is abuzz with talks about the Pentagon 
budget, Moore said he does not know how potential 
sequestration budget cuts would impact his portfolio of 
vehicle programs. The sequestration cuts are the $1.2 trillion 
in longterm government spending reductions--$500 billion of 

which would come from previously-projected defense 
funding--brought about by the Budget Control Act of 2011. 
The budget law already cut $487 billion from decade-long 
defense spending plans. 

President Barack Obama does not support sequestration 
and wants Congress to agree on an alternate budget-cutting 
plan before the cuts would start in January. Pentagon officials 
insist they are not planning for the sequestration cuts. 

“I have no guidance on what sequestration might mean 
for me and my programs,” Moore said. “Nobody’s come down 
and said, ‘Hey, if this happens you’re going to go from a 
budget of this to a budget of this, so figure out how to live 
with it.’ So sort of in the absence of that, it’s the whole range 
of uncertainty.” 

“At my level,” he added, “it’s sort of impossible to do 
anything other than just be aware that you’re likely to have to 
make changes to whatever your plan is.” 
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CONGRESS / BUDGET: 
22. Navy Official: Sequestration Cuts Would Mean ‘Difficult Choices’ 
(STARS AND STRIPES 24 SEP 12) ... Cristina Silva 

NAPLES, Italy — Automatic spending cuts slated to take 
effect in January will mean fewer flying hours for Navy 
aircrews, fewer training days for ships and submarines and 
less fleet maintenance, with nondeployed servicemembers 
facing the steepest reductions, according to a senior Navy 
official. 

Adm. Mark Ferguson, vice chief of naval operations, said 
the so-called sequestration process would reduce the Navy’s 
funding by $12 billion next year, resulting in a smaller force 
with longer response times. 

“Difficult choices” regarding fleet maintenance, ship 
purchases and base support services would begin to take shape 
in March or April, Ferguson wrote in a Sunday post on the 
Navy’s official blog. 

“Potential cuts or reductions beyond those already taken 
in this year’s proposed budget will result over time in a 
smaller force with less presence, longer response times, and 
reduced ability to provide surge forces in support of our major 
war plans and other emergent needs,” Ferguson wrote in a post 
summarizing remarks he made during a joint appearance last 
week with other top military leaders before the House Armed 
Services Committee. 

“Bottom line … if sequestration is enacted in January and 
these cuts continue as planned, we will not be able to afford 
the Navy we have today in the future,” Ferguson wrote. 

His warnings came as defense leaders are urging 
Congress to stop the $1.2 trillion in federal spending cuts 
scheduled to start in January. The Pentagon faces $500 billion 
in automatic reductions over 10 years under the budget-
shrinking solution passed by Congress in 2011 after a 
bipartisan committee failed to come up with an alternative 
plan to lower the nation’s $1.1 trillion deficit. 

Under the sequestration law, roughly $54 billion will be 
trimmed from both defense and nondefense discretionary 
spending accounts in 2013. Military personnel and many 
veterans programs are to be protected from the cuts, defense 
officials have said. 

Of the Navy’s $12 billion projected budget loss next year, 
$4 billion would affect operations and maintenance accounts, 
including civilian personnel and training, Ferguson said. It’s 
unclear how many civilian employees could lose their jobs. 

“These reductions will translate to reduced flying hours 
for our aircrews, fewer underway training days for our ships 
and submarines, and less maintenance for the fleet,” Ferguson 
wrote. 

The Navy’s shipbuilding and aircraft budget would also 
see a $4 billion hit, Ferguson wrote. 

“At this point, it is difficult to know for sure the impact 
on any individual program, or family of programs,” he wrote. 
“What we do know is that it will surely affect our ability to 
build the future Navy.” 

Meanwhile, a Government Accountability Office report 
published Friday concluded that, to improve the readiness of 
its surface combatant and amphibious warships, the Navy 
must address staffing shortages and regularly maintain its 
ships. Under its current readiness strategy, the Navy could see 
increased maintenance costs, a reduced ability to support new 
and ongoing missions, and shorter service lives for some 
ships, if it fails to assess risks and how to address them, 
according to the GAO report. 

“This could impact the Navy’s ability to meet its long-
term commitments,” the report concluded. 

Quick turnarounds between deployments means repairs 
are often deferred, shortening the life of the fleet, increasing 
maintenance costs and creating a continuous cycle of reduced 
readiness, according to the report. When ships are retired 
early, the remaining fleet must deploy more frequently, 
leaving less time for maintenance, the audit found. 

Navy inspectors rated 33 percent of all cruisers and 
amphibious ships “unsatisfactory” from 2008 through 2012, 
meaning the ships were unable to carry out missions. 

In a response to the audit, defense leaders agreed that the 
Navy needs to better assess risks in its readiness strategy, but 
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added that budgetary decisions are beyond the Pentagon’s control. 
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23. Pentagon Offers Hints Of Sequester’s Impact 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 24 SAP 12) ... David Lerman 

With Congress gone until after the Nov. 6 elections, 
contractors may turn to the Pentagon’s comptroller this week 
for hints on the impact of automatic budget cuts known as 
sequestration. 

Robert Hale, the Defense Department’s chief financial 
officer, will give a talk tomorrow to Government Executive 
magazine on “Financing Defense: Strategies for Leaner 
Times.” 

Hale, who is scheduled to speak at the Crystal Gateway 
Marriott in Arlington, Virginia, joined other Pentagon officials 
in offering a few hints on the potential effects last week at a 
hearing of the House Armed Services Committee. 

The Air Force would have to renegotiate its contract with 
Chicago-based Boeing Co. for the KC-46 aerial refueling 
tanker, said General Larry Spencer, the Air Force’s vice chief 
of staff. Boeing won the $4.9 billion development contract in 
February 2011, beating the European Aeronautic, Defence & 
Space Co. 

Hale said the military would have to buy fewer weapons 
than planned and delay deliveries of ships such as the Gerald 
R. Ford aircraft carrier being built by Huntington Ingalls 
Industries Inc. based in Newport News, Virginia. 

Northrop Grumman Aerospace Systems, a unit of 
Northrop Grumman Corp. of Falls Church, Virginia, said last 
week that almost 600 workers have accepted voluntary 
buyouts under a cost-cutting effort stemming from “defense 
budget uncertainties,” said Northrop spokesman Randy 
Belote. 

The Aerospace Industries Association last week released 
a new spin on its study on potential job losses from 
sequestration, saying more than 950,000 jobs would be lost 
from small businesses over a decade if the cuts take effect. 

“This is a crucial finding given the importance of small 
business job creation to the economy and their role as sources 
of innovation for national defense,” said Stephen Fuller, the 
director for regional analysis at George Mason University and 
the study’s author, in a statement. 

The Pentagon would need to cut more than $54 billion 
from next year’s spending plan, or about 9.4 percent of the 
proposed defense budget, according to Hale and the White 
House. 

The budget cuts, which would total $1.2 trillion in 
defense and domestic spending combined over a decade, 
would take effect Jan. 2 unless Congress and the president 
come up with an alternative deficit-reduction plan. 

Before leaving town last week, House committee 
members made clear they are no closer to finding a solution 
and Republicans and Democrats blamed each other for the 
impasse. 

Now, contractors say they’re hoping for -- but not betting 
on -- a solution in the lame-duck session of Congress after the 
elections. 

“It’s going to be a heavy lift,” said Daniel Stohr, a 
spokesman for the Aerospace Industries Association, which 
represents major defense and aerospace contractors. 

Also Worth Watching: 
Asia Pivot: Kathleen Hicks, principal undersecretary of 

defense for policy, will give the keynote address at a forum on 
U.S. military presence in Asia at a forum today at the Center 
for Strategic and International Studies. 

NAVY NOW: Admiral Jonathan Greenert, chief of naval 
operations, headlines the Association of the United States 
Navy’s Navy Now Forum on Thursday at the Ronald Reagan 
Building in Washington. 
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24. Senators Look For A Way Out Of Sequestration 
(NAVY TIMES 24 SEP 12) ... Rick Maze 

A bipartisan group of six senators announced Monday 
that they are trying to find a way to avoid sequestration in 
January. 

The group includes the Democratic chairman and ranking 
Republican on the Senate Armed Services Committee, both of 
whom said they are worried about the impact of across-the-
board cuts on defense programs. 

Sequestration would cut an additional $500 billion from 
defense spending plans over the next 10 years, starting with a 
$55 billion reduction in 2013. Military personnel programs 
would be spared, under a decision made by the Obama 
administration, but other defense accounts face a 9.4 percent 
reduction that would slice into funding for overseas 
contingency operations, purchases of weapons, ammunition 
and other supplies and even maintenance of equipment and 
facilities. 

In a letter to Senate leaders, the group advocates a 
bipartisan and long-range deficit reduction package rather than 
a one-year fix or punting financial decisions down the road. 

The letter comes as Congress has begun a seven-week 
break for the November elections, with lawmakers not 
expected to return to work until the week of Nov. 10. 
Avoiding sequestration is one of the most pressing issues on 
the post-election agenda. 

“We face a critical challenge in the next few months: 
balancing the need to reduce the deficit with the need to 
safeguard important priorities, particularly protecting our 
national security, vital domestic programs, and our economic 
recovery,” the letter states. “We believe it is imperative to 
enact a bipartisan deficit reduction package to avoid the severe 
economic damage that would result from the implementation 
of sequestration. Any deficit reduction package should be 
long-term and should provide as much certainty as possible for 
businesses and consumers.” 

The letter urges Senate leaders to consider any and all 
bipartisan ideas for avoiding sequestration by devising a plan 
to reduce the federal budget deficit by $1.2 trillion over 10 
years and to send any proposals they might receive to the 
Congressional Budget Office for review. CBO, a nonpartisan 
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arm of Congress, is responsible for putting price tags on 
pending legislation, and would be able to determine the 
savings from various proposals. 

Having CBO estimates in hand could smooth the path 
toward passing a deficit-reduction package after the November 
elections to avoid across-the-board cuts that otherwise would 
have to be ordered on Jan. 2. 

But finding common ground will not be easy. The letter is 
signed by Sen. Carl Levin, D-Mich., the armed services 
committee chairman who has said he supports some additional 
defense cuts as part of a deficit reduction deal, and by Sen. 
John McCain of Arizona, ranking Republican on the 
committee, who has been touring the U.S. on behalf of 
Republican candidates to talk about how the Obama 
administration’s defense cuts are hurting national security. 

The two other Republicans signing the letter are Sens. 
Lindsey Graham of South Carolina and Kelly Ayotte of New 

Hampshire, who have been traveling with McCain. Democrats 
joining Levin on the letter are Jeanne Shaheen of New 
Hampshire and Sheldon Whitehouse of Rhode Island. 

“We are committed to working together to help forge a 
balanced bipartisan deficit reduction package to avoid damage 
to our national security, important domestic priorities, and our 
economy,” the letter states. 

Their concerns go beyond just defense. “Sequestration 
will endanger the lives of America’s service members, 
threaten our national security, and impact vital domestic 
programs and services,” the letter states. 

“Meeting this challenge will require real compromise, and 
we do not believe that Congress and the president can afford 
to wait until January to begin to develop a short term or long 
term sequestration alternative. All ideas should be put on the 
table and considered.” 
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25. Next Generation Ohio-Class 
(NAVY LIVE BLOG 24 SEP 12) ... Rear Adm. Barry Bruner 

This week’s Joint Undersea Warfare Technology 
conference will be a great opportunity to study and discuss the 
submarine force’s capabilities as an effective nuclear 
deterrent, namely with the Ohio Replacement class submarine. 

Starting in 2027, the Ohio-class ballistic missile 
submarines will begin to retire at a rate of one hull per year as 
they reach the end of their 42-year operational lifetimes. To 
meet the national requirements for nuclear deterrence and 
promote global stability, the Navy is developing an Ohio 
Replacement class, designed to remain in service into the 
2080s. This new class of submarine will become operational 
just in time to continue meeting national strategic 
requirements in 2031. As we continue to refine its design and 
technology to best meet future warfighting requirements, I’d 
like to take this opportunity to discuss some of the questions I 
am asked the most on our upcoming class of submarine. 

Wouldn’t it be cheaper to build fewer ships with more 
missile tubes? 

As we have moved through the designing phase, we 
conducted a detailed analysis of many force structure options. 
A force of 12 Ohio Replacement nuclear-powered ballistic 
missile submarines (SSBN) with 16 missile tubes satisfies 
national strategic deterrent requirements at the most affordable 
cost. Twelve Ohio Replacement SSBNs meet at-sea strategic 
patrol requirements and sustains this requirement while some 
of the SSBNs are unavailable due to planned maintenance. 

Reduced-force options we considered failed to meet the 
current at-sea and nuclear employment requirements, 
increased risk for force survivability, and limited the 
flexibility in response to an uncertain strategic future. A 12-
ship, 16-missile tube SSBN force has sufficient, not excessive, 
flexibility and capacity. 

If we need to build 12 submarines, why is it acceptable 
for the number to drop to 10 for so many years? 

Because ship construction of the Ohio Replacement 
shifted from the year 2019 to 2021, there will be fewer than 12 
SSBNs from 2029 to 2042 as the Ohio-class retires and Ohio 
replacement ships join the fleet. During this time frame no 
major SSBN overhauls are planned, and a force of 10 SSBNs 
will support current at-sea presence requirements. However, 

this provides a low margin to compensate for unforeseen 
issues that may result in reduced SSBN availability. The 
reduced SSBN availability during this timeframe reinforces 
the importance of remaining on schedule with the Ohio 
Replacement program to meet future strategic commitments. 
As the Ohio Replacement ships begin their mid-life overhauls 
in 2049, 12 SSBNs will be required to offset ships conducting 
planned maintenance. 

How are you managing the shipbuilding costs? 
Cost control is paramount throughout the Ohio 

Replacement program, from early design work and critical 
research and development through construction and follow-on 
operating costs. The Department of Defense set an aggressive 
cost goal of $4.9 billion per hull (calendar year 2010) as an 
average cost for hulls 2-12. To date, the Navy has reduced 
costs by reducing specifications to the minimum necessary to 
meet national strategic deterrent requirements, implementing 
modular construction design, re-using the Trident II D5 
Strategic Weapons System, and re-using Virginia- and Ohio-
class components where feasible. The Virginia class 
construction program, through aggressive management and 
collaboration between government and industry, has 
developed into a model ship building program, continually 
coming in under budget and ahead of schedule. Ohio 
Replacement design and construction will build on this 
success. 

What is the impact on other shipbuilding 
requirements? 

The Navy recognizes that replacing the Ohio-class 
submarine will have a large impact on the Department of the 
Navy shipbuilding budget, as SSBN procurement is a 
significant investment made once every ~40 years. However, 
the Navy is actively working to reduce costs and has already 
reduced approximately $1.1 billion in construction per ship 
and ~$3 billion in design from its fiscal year 2011 plan 
(calendar year 2010). The design incorporates a nuclear 
reactor that will not require refueling, enabling the planned 
force of 12 Ohio-replacement SSBNs to provide the same at-
sea presence as the current force of 14 SSBNs, and saving 
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taxpayers $20 billion (calendar year 2010) over the life of the 
class. 

Since the Virginia-class nuclear-powered fast attack 
submarine (SSN) construction has been so successful, why 
not build an SSBN with a Virginia-class hull and a missile 
compartment insert? Or, why not build new Ohio-class 
SSBNs since they were such an effective platform? 

From 2008 to 2009, a team of Navy and civilian 
researchers conducted an in-depth, detailed analysis of 
alternatives to study the various options for the future SSBN. 
A Virginia-class submarine with an added ballistic missile 
compartment and Ohio-class production restart were two of 
the alternatives considered. Although some savings would be 
realized due to lower design costs, an SSBN class based on a 

Virginia hull would require additional platforms, additional 
nuclear refueling, increased personnel costs, and its acoustic 
signature would be vulnerable to projected threats. Ultimately, 
the Navy would receive an SSBN class that is more expensive 
and less capable. Similarly, rebuilding Ohio-class SSBNs 
would save on design costs. However, the Ohio-class does not 
have sufficient stealth to stay viable out to the 2080s, and 
construction of more Ohio-class ships would not be able to 
take advantage of efficiencies of modern construction 
techniques. 

This blog was written by Rear Adm. Barry Bruner, 
Director, Undersea Warfare, in advance of this week’s Joint 
Undersea Warfare Technology Fall Conference at Naval 
Submarine Base New London. 
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26. DoD Warns Of Tricare Shortage Under Budget Cuts 
(NAVY TIMES 01 OCT 12) ... Andrew Tilghman and Patricia Kime 

Tricare will probably run out of money next year if the 
Pentagon faces automatic budget cuts in January, creating the 
risk that some doctors may refuse to treat military family 
members and working age retirees, a top Pentagon official 
said. 

“There would be cuts in the defense health program that 
would leave us without enough money to pay Tricare bills in 
the last month unless we could find a way to offset that, and it 
will be difficult,” Defense Department Comptroller Robert 
Hale told Congress on Sept. 20. 

“We’re going to be faced with delaying payments to 
providers, which could result in denials of service,” Hale said. 

He told the House Armed Services Committee that DoD 
has conducted a “high-level impact assessment” of the cuts, 
known as sequestration, which will reduce funding across the 
defense budget by about 9.4 percent starting Jan. 2. The cuts 
will take effect automatically unless Congress acts to change 
the law. 

The only protected funding would be the military 
personnel budget, which the White House has declared exempt 
from sequestration — securing a Jan. 1 pay raise for service 
members. 

Money for overseas contingency operations technically 
will not be protected, but the Pentagon will try to shift money 
to ensure that budget cuts do not risk the safety of the 68,000 
troops still deployed in Afghanistan, Hale said. 

“Support of our war fighters is our highest priority. But 
that will mean greater cuts in the base budget,” Hale said. “As 
we look at what we want to protect, that’s going to squeeze 
other accounts.” Hale and the service vice chiefs, who also 
testified at the Sept. 20 hearing, repeatedly warned of the 
“devastating impact” of the cuts on military readiness, urging 
lawmakers to reach an accord to avoid sequestration. 

Prioritizing money for the war in Afghanistan likely 
would force DoD to push “disproportionately large” cuts onto 
the operations and maintenance side of the budget — which 
includes Tricare. 

Operations and maintenance cuts could also mean fewer 
spare parts for equipment, flying hours for aviation squadrons, 
steaming days for ships and subs, and less training at home, 
officials said. 

The Tricare Challenge 

Finding money for Tricare, which falls under the Defense 
Health Program, will be a challenge, Hale said. 

“We could only do it through reprogramming, and you’ve 
got to find something [else] to cut,” Hale said. “As I’ve 
learned painfully over the last four years, that’s very hard to 
do. 

“So I think we would be faced to some extent with not 
being able to pay all of our Tricare bills probably right at the 
end of fiscal 2013,” he said. “We’d try to avoid it, but I think 
it would happen. I’m not quite sure what our providers would 
do in that case. We’d be late [in paying doctors], and then 
we’d try to fix it in 2014. It’s not a good situation.” If civilian 
health care providers become concerned about the reliability 
of reimbursements through Tricare, they can choose not to 
accept Tricare patients. 

Sequestration was enacted in August 2011 as part of a 
broader budget agreement to avert a government shutdown. 
Under that law, the Budget Control Act of 2011, the cuts will 
occur automatically unless Congress forges a sweeping deal to 
reduce the federal budget deficit, which could include changes 
to Social Security and Medicare. 

The harsh impact of sequestration, both on DoD and other 
government agencies, was intended to motivate lawmakers to 
reach a compromise, but those efforts so far have failed. 

The 2011 law protects health care for the 8.6 million 
veterans enrolled in the Veterans Health Administration, while 
leaving vulnerable the 5.7 million active-duty family members 
and retirees who use Tricare. 

A spokesman for the Military Officers Association of 
America said the double standard makes little sense. 

“We certainly have no problem with protecting [Veterans 
Affairs Department] care,” said retired Air Force Col. Steve 
Strobridge, government relations director for MOAA. “But it 
seems strange to protect VA, which includes people who 
maybe served one enlistment and don’t necessarily have a 
service-related condition, [while] Tricare for someone’s 
family who is serving in a combat zone or retirees who served 
20 or 30 years is not protected. It’s inconsistent.” Tricare for 
Life, which covers retirees older than 65 who qualify for 
Medicare, would not be affected by sequestration. 

Sequestration may affect military families in other ways, 
Hale said. In addition to Tricare, other family programs could 
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be cut and maintenance and repairs on government-owned 
family housing could be scaled back. 

Gen. Joseph Dunford, assistant commandant of the 
Marine Corps, warned lawmakers that the damage from such 
cuts may be hard to fix. 

“One of my greatest concerns about sequestration and all 
the associated second- and third-order effects is that we will 

lose the trust and confidence of the all-volunteer force that we 
have worked so hard to build,” he said. 

“This is not just about quantifiable impacts on budget and 
strategy, as significant as they may be,” he said. “Equally at 
risk are the intangible qualities that make our military the very 
best in the world.” 
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INFRASTRUCTURE / INSTALLATIONS: 
27. City Works To Ensure Navy Stays In Corpus Christi 
(KIII ABC CORPUS CHRISTI 24 SEP 12) ... Michael Gibson 

CORPUS CHRISTI -- Corpus Christi city leaders are 
working to make sure that the Navy doesn't decide to pull up 
stakes anytime soon. At stake are the 10,000 jobs that are 
supported by Naval Air Station Corpus Christi. 

So a big meeting is coming up, to help ensure that the 
Navy sticks around. 

The Navy wants to make sure that its training flights 
cause as little disruption to our lives as possible. It's a bone of 
contention in communities across the country, where residents 
complain about the noise and dangers of the flights. 

A Navy trainer was flying low overhead as the pilot was 
practicing touch and go's at Cabaniss Field on Monday 
afternoon. Navy pilots have been training here in Corpus 
Christi since May of 1941. 

Everyone from George H. Bush to Bob Barker has trained 
here; but nowadays, the Navy is also concerned about 
reducing potential conflicts between its military installations 
and the surrounding areas. 

So on Oct. 3, the City Planning Commission will host 
what is called a Joint Land Use Study workshop. Basically, it 

is a way to make sure that new growth in the city will be 
aligned with the mission of the Navy and its needs. In other 
words, making sure that, for instance, we don't build single-
family residences next to Cabaniss Field in the future. 

"This is not going to stop development," Councilman 
Mark Scott said. "This is just going to provide more 
compatible development to protect the Navy while at the same 
time letting the landowner develop. It will allow retail, 
restaurants, stuff like that. We're just trying to eliminate 
single-family resident developments in those T-6 flight 
patterns." 

Right now, the Navy pilots train on the T-44 out at 
Cabaniss Field, and the T-34 is another trainer, but it's on its 
way out. NAS-CC has already received two T-6 trainers and 
will continue to get two or three more of those planes each 
month for the next two years. 

The T-6 will fly out of Corpus Christi and do touch and 
go's at a field in Goliad. 

View Clip (RT: 2:21) 
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COMMENTARY: 
28. Pro-American Pushback 
In Libya and Egypt, a revealing reaction against attacks on U.S. missions 
(WASHINGTON POST 25 SEP 12) ... Editorial 

In the immediate aftermath of the attacks on U.S. 
diplomatic missions in Libya and Egypt, plenty of 
commentators lamented what they saw as intractible anti-
Americanism in the Middle East — even in Libya, where the 
United States had helped to overthrow a hated dictator. As it 
turns out, the reactions were hasty. In the days since the riots, 
there has been a broad backlash against the violence in both 
countries — culminating Friday in Benghazi, where tens of 
thousands of people marched on the base of an Islamist militia 
suspected of involvement in the Sept. 11 attack on the U.S. 
Consulate. 

People carrying pro-American signs pushed their way into 
the encampment of Ansar al-Sharia, which in spite of its 
denials is suspected of complicity in the death of Ambassador 
J. Christopher Stevens and three other Americans. The 
militants were forced out of the base, and the demonstrators 
burned part of it before turning it over to the Libyan army. On 
Sunday, the interim government, which had been wavering on 
how to react to the assault on the consulate, ordered the 
dismantlement of all militias not under its authority and said 

they must withdraw from government property within 48 
hours. 

In Egypt, where the government’s slow reaction to 
protests outside the U.S. Embassy in Cairo prompted a phone 
call from President Obama to the newly elected Islamist 
President Mohamed Morsi, there has been a chorus of 
condemnation of the violence, with the country’s most 
prestigious sheiks and other Islamic leaders calling it shameful 
and contrary to Islam; some even issued fatwas against it. The 
Middle East Media Research Institute has documented 
numerous commentaries by newspaper columnists warning 
against incitement by radical groups. 

Anti-Americanism is a potent force in the Arab Middle 
East; polls show that in several countries — though not in 
Libya — U.S. prestige has fallen during the Obama 
administration. But in a region where power is up for grabs, it 
is only one of many competing agendas, and much evidence 
suggests that its champions are in the minority. That means the 
appropriate U.S. response is not to write off the region, or to 
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cancel aid programs — as some in Congress propose — but to 
help moderate forces defeat and marginalize the extremists. 

Libya’s biggest problem is that its new democratic 
government is too weak to take on the scores of militias 
around the country that do not accept its authority, including 
some that may be allied with al-Qaeda. Though last week’s 
popular demonstrations gave it a political boost, the 
government could use greater security assistance from the 
United States and other NATO governments — including 
training and help with intelligence. 

In Egypt, the Obama administration has been working on 
a $1 billion debt-forgiveness deal that could help revive the 
Egyptian economy, but the oft-postponed pact was put on hold 
again after the Sept. 11 demonstration. Mr. Obama may wish 
to deflect election-eve Republican claims that he is showing 
weakness in the face of attacks on Americans. But such 
demagoguery ought not to derail the effort to help stabilize 
Egypt’s economy and reinforce free-market policies. 
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29. Analysis: The Path To War With Iran 
(GOVERNMENT EXECUTIVE 24 SEP 12) ... James Kitfield 

In an endless campaign season filled with forgettable 
speeches and debates, few Americans will recall March 4, 
2012, as particularly noteworthy. On that Sunday afternoon, 
President Obama appeared before the American Israel Public 
Affairs Committee, where he was expected to give a 
boilerplate talk about close U.S.-Israeli ties. Instead, Obama 
announced a new policy that put the United States and Iran on 
a collision course from which neither side has veered. 

Declaring that an Iranian nuclear weapon would be 
intolerable to Israel and run counter to U.S. security, Obama 
offered Tehran a stark choice: The regime could abandon its 
suspected nuclear weapons program and “choose a path that 
brings them back into the community of nations, or they can 
continue down a dead end,” said Obama, who then went 
further than any U.S. president had in describing what lay at 
the end of that road. “Iran’s leaders should understand that I 
do not have a policy of containment; I have a policy to prevent 
Iran from obtaining a nuclear weapon. And as I have made 
clear time and again during the course of my presidency, I will 
not hesitate to use force when it is necessary to defend the 
United States and its interests.” 

In a stroke, Obama took off the table the policy of 
“containment” and deterrence of a new nuclear power that the 
United States adopted in response to the Soviet Union, China, 
India, Pakistan, and North Korea all crossing the nuclear 
threshold. Either Tehran would have to abandon its suspected 
nuclear weapons program, or the president was all but 
pledging a preventive war to destroy it. Seemingly disparate 
headlines of recent weeks—increasingly frenetic shuttle 
diplomacy to try and restart stalled talks with Iran over its 
nuclear program; an unusually public spat between Obama 
and Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu over “red 
lines”; the deployment of the largest U.S. naval armada to the 
Persian Gulf in years, to include two aircraft carrier battle 
groups—are all indications that Iran continues to hurtle down 
that dead end. 

On Friday evening, the Senate passed a resolution, 
cosponsored by more than three-fourths of the chamber, ruling 
out a strategy of containment in response to Iran's nuclear 
program. 

Dennis Ross was a former special adviser to Obama and 
Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton on Iran from 2009 
to 2011. “Once President Obama made the decision that his 
objective was preventing Iran from getting a bomb, that put us 
in a different place diplomatically, because once diplomacy 
fails you really have no choice but to act,” Ross said on Friday 
in a conference at the Washington Institute for Near East 

Policy. “Obama doesn’t make impulsive decisions. There was 
a debate within the administration over prevention versus 
containment, and he made a very well-thought-through 
decision to adopt prevention. And as someone who has 
watched him in action in the national-security arena, I take his 
decision very seriously. There’s no question President Obama 
wants to give diplomacy every chance of working, but there is 
also no doubt in my mind that if diplomacy fails he is prepared 
to use force.” 

The problem is that the diplomacy surrounding Iran’s 
nuclear program is failing, despite international isolation and 
crippling sanctions that have caused the Iranian currency to 
plummet in value. That failure was evident in a late August 
report by the United Nations nuclear watchdog. The 
International Atomic Energy Agency said that Iran had 
doubled the number of centrifuges enriching uranium at an 
underground facility protected from airborne attack, and had 
blocked the agency from inspecting a site where previous 
weapons-development work is suspected. 

Last week, European Union foreign policy chief 
Catherine Ashton met with Iran's head nuclear negotiator to 
try and restart stalled talks, and to express serious concern that 
Iran is accelerating its suspected nuclear weapons program. 
Ashton is expected to deliver her findings to the P-5 Plus One 
(the United States, France, Britain, China, Russia, and 
Germany) this week at the U.N. General Assembly meetings 
in New York. 

Prime Minister Netanyahu’s recent outburst against the 
Obama administration reveals the sense of urgency Israel feels 
as Iran continues to bury more centrifuges deeper 
underground, entering a “zone of immunity” from Israeli 
airstrikes. “The world tells Israel: ‘Wait, there is still time.’ 
Wait until when? Those in the international community who 
refuse to put red lines before Iran don’t have the moral right to 
place a red line before Israel.” 

After Netanyahu’s comments caused a diplomatic dustup, 
he held an hour-long, private phone conversation with Obama 
that Ross characterized as very serious. Both sides narrowed 
differences, he said, over how long diplomacy should be given 
to work, whether some sort of ultimatum should be delivered 
to Iran to bring talks to a head, and at what point Iran’s 
program crosses a “red line” that might prompt Israel or the 
United States to strike. 

An Iranian nuclear weapon is seen as an existential threat 
by Israeli leaders, none of whom believe “containment” of a 
nuclear-armed Iran is feasible, said David Makovsky, an Israel 
expert and senior fellow at the Washington Institute. Hard-
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wired into the Israeli DNA is an ethos of self-reliance, he 
noted, and an instinctive suspicion of security guarantees 
given by the international community, or for that matter by the 
United States. 

“The debate in Israel at the elite policy level is not about 
American capabilities, but about American resolve if 
diplomacy and sanctions fail,” he said. “It’s no secret that 
Israel would prefer if the United States was involved in a 
military strike, not only because it would be more effective, 
but also because Washington would be critical in maintaining 
sanctions on Iran even after a strike.” 

As Washington and Jerusalem try and synchronize their 
timeline for action, Israel will be under intense pressure by the 
Obama administration to stay its hand and give diplomacy 
time to work. The Obama administration, or for that matter a 

Mitt Romney administration, will be under intense pressure 
from Israel to either green light an Israeli strike that would 
almost certainly draw U.S. forces into the conflict, or else 
specify as clearly as possible what “red line” would prompt 
the United States to fulfill Obama’s pledge and launch its own 
strike. 

“Israel and the Obama administration are already deeply 
involved in a wide-ranging campaign of cyberattacks and 
sabotage against Iran’s nuclear program,” said Patrick 
Clawson, an Iran expert and director of research at the 
Washington Institute. Coming up with a final offer that gives 
Iran what it says it wants in terms of a civilian nuclear 
program might be useful in clarifying the situation, he said, 
“because right now we are headed towards war.” 
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30. China's Nationalist Furies 
Why Beijing is willing to risk an armed skirmish with Japan. 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 25 SEP 12) ... Editorial 

The protesters smashing and burning Japanese businesses 
in Chinese cities this month are hard to fathom. Even the 
"peaceful" marchers carried alarming banners, some calling 
for the annihilation of Japan. For what? 

The current fuss is over a few uninhabited outcrops in the 
East China Sea known as the Diaoyus in China and the 
Senkakus in Japan, which the U.S. restored to Japanese 
sovereignty (along with Okinawa) in 1972. Even U.S. Defense 
Secretary Leon Panetta was greeted this month by a small 
protest outside the Beijing Embassy. This was for the sin of 
military support for Japan, an American ally, including the 
announcement that the U.S. would deploy a second X-band 
radar to Japan for missile defense. 

The last widespread outbreak of anti-Japanese violence in 
China was in 2005. Then as now the question was: To what 
extent did Beijing orchestrate the protests? The answer isn't 
entirely clear. Chinese state media initially fanned the flames 
of hatred but then tried to tamp them down. The police gave 
the demonstrators free rein but also directed them to go home 
once they vented their anger. 

This dual approach typifies Beijing's attitude. The 
Communist Party benefits from keeping anti-Japanese feeling 
simmering, since it derives its historic legitimacy from 
(supposedly) driving out the Japanese invaders and restoring 
China to its proper place in the world. But anger against Japan 
must also be kept within bounds, lest protesters blame China's 
leaders for not being more assertive with Tokyo. 

Japan's own nationalists make the legacy of past wars 
harder to handle. In 2005, the fight was mostly about Japanese 
school textbooks that glossed over Japan's atrocities during the 
Second World War. This time Tokyo Governor Shintaro 
Ishihara proposed that the city buy the Senkakus from their 
private owners. Knowing that Mr. Ishihara, an extreme 

nationalist, would stir up trouble, the central government 
stepped in to purchase the islands. 

In doing so, Japanese Prime Minister Yoshihiko Noda 
acted responsibly to minimize friction with Beijing. Yet China 
jumped on the move as a provocation. Perhaps some form of 
diplomatic protest was necessary for Beijing to preserve its 
claim to the islands. Yet Beijing has now taken steps that 
increase the risk of an armed skirmish. Several coast guard 
and fisheries vessels have confronted Japanese forces, and 
neither side seems prepared to back down. 

All this suggests that Beijing is seeking a way to distract 
the population from bad economic news and a succession of 
political embarrassments. Still, it would be a mistake to 
underestimate the depth of Chinese nationalism or view the 
Communist Party's actions as purely cynical. 

As scholar Guo Yingjie has written, modern China 
harbors two strains of nationalism. The cultural variety 
emphasizes the preservation of traditions and values that are 
seen as the essence of being Chinese. The political variety 
focuses on a strong state capable of defending its sovereignty, 
and sees traditional culture as a drag on development. 

In recent years the Communist Party has tried to bring 
these nationalist strains together by touting a "China model" 
that incorporates Confucian values. But a return to nativism 
could hamper the adoption of foreign ideas and reforms that 
China needs to take the next steps toward an innovation-based 
economy. 

So far China has not sought to overturn the international 
status quo as the Soviet Union did, but a rising, undemocratic 
power has often destabilized the world order, especially when 
nationalism is in the saddle. The U.S. needs to take a firm line 
against Chinese aggression toward its neighbors, lest Beijing's 
rulers think they can indulge their nationalist furies without 
cost. 
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31. Sequestration And What It Would Do To U.S. Military Power 
Part One of Five 
(TIME 24 SEP 12) ... Peter W. Singer 

In recent months, concerns over sequestration and its 
impact on the U.S. military have reached a fever pitch in 
Washington. 

Sequestration “would destroy the military” and cause an 
“inability to defend the nation” argued Senator John McCain, 
ranking member of the Senate Armed Services committee. 
“Cuts of this magnitude would be catastrophic to the military,” 
testified General Raymond Odierno, the Chief of Staff of the 
U.S. Army, to Congress. “From a pure national security 
perspective, the gap between the U.S. military and our closest 
rivals will collapse with sequestration,” wrote the Washington 
Times. And it would create a U.S. military akin to a “paper 
tiger…unable to keep up with potential adversaries.” said 
Secretary of Defense Leon Panetta. “In effect, it invites 
aggression.” 

There is no doubt that sequestration would be a terrible 
mistake. If Congress is unable to reach a compromise on how 
to solve America’s debt dilemma, almost half a trillion dollars 
in mandatory cuts to the defense budget over the next decade 
would initiate in January (meaning roughly $55 billion in the 
first year). It is un-strategic to hack away at the defense budget 
in a generalized manner, cutting the good and the bad by the 
same percentage, like a butcher with a piece of meat. 

Unfortunately, in the effort to fight this scenario with 
hyperbole, we may be doing a different kind of disservice to 
U.S. security. 

While the screams of outrage over sequestration are 
directed at a domestic American audience, they resonate 
around the world. Words do matter, especially those said in 
the capital of the free world about how it sees its own ability 
to maintain that role. 

We do know that America’s allies are certainly listening 
to these statements. For example, at an August 2012 
engagement with high level South Korean defense leaders and 
experts, organized by Brookings and KIDA, the Korean 
Institute for Defense Analysis, a senior Korean leader said 
“We hear these statements and have deep, deep concern about 
what it means for us.” In turn, we don’t know how such 
predictions of doom and gloom by American leaders are 
received in capitals like Pyongyang. But one can reasonably 
conclude that if you don’t want to “invite aggression” then the 
best tactic is not to go about screaming to the world that you 
expect to be weak and “toothless.” 

So what we have today is the combination of high stakes, 
hysteria and the kind of complex issue that too often only 
policy wonks love to dive into. Indeed, the very word 
“sequestration” itself seems almost designed to make it hard to 
understand (it actually comes from an old Latin term meaning 
to seize the property of someone for the benefit of paying off 
their debtors or the state). 

This series of articles this week is an attempt to deep dive 
into these fears and demystify what sequestration might really 
mean for U.S. military spending and power. 

Instead of the typical Washington, D.C., discussion of 
sequestration, which has so far largely been focused on 
questions of jobs and elections, it tries to take the long view. 
First, we will look at the background of how we got here and 
the actual drivers behind the looming budget cuts. Then, we’ll 

place it all into context, looking at what sequestration might 
mean to the U.S. military spending compared to the world in 
general. Then, we’ll explore a bit deeper its potential impact 
on East Asian military spending levels, checking out what it 
means for one of the most important regions in the world and 
the new area of American military “pivot.” And finally, we’ll 
examine just how sequestration might play out in an area 
where there is perhaps the deepest concern about the potential 
impact of potential sequestration, the flashpoint of the Korean 
peninsula. 

Segye Choigang is a common term in Korean used to 
describe the U.S. military. It means “second to none” or “best 
in the world.” What readers, both in the U.S. but also places 
like Korea, want to know is whether that remain the case, if 
sequestration really were to occur? 

Trillion as in T: How we Got Here and What It Means 
for the Budget 

No discussion of sequestration can begin without first 
looking at the financial situation that got America into this 
predicament. In the words of leaders who range from the 
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs to the Secretary of State, the 
United States faces a “national security crisis” when it comes 
to our economic security situation. The U.S. debt presently 
stands at $16 trillion and growing. 

What makes the problem worse is the poor track record 
that both parties have at shrinking this debt. Over the last 50 
years, the U.S. has only run a budget surplus five total years. 

This figure is all the more alarming given that the national 
debt now exceeds America’s gross domestic product. If action 
is not taken to rein it in, the Congressional Budget Office 
(CBO) estimated that in 2050 the U.S. gross debt could reach 
over three times the size of our GDP, which means the U.S. 
balance sheet looks less like a superpower and more like 
Greece. 

Sixteen trillion dollars. Sixteen million million. 
16,000,000,000,000. The scale of such numbers dominate any 
budget discussion not only today, but for the next decade at 
least. Indeed, the numbers are so astronomical that they lose 
their meaning. A trillion might as well be a gagazillion or a 
bodonkajillion. So, perhaps it is useful to imagine what could 
be bought if somehow the U.S. were to receive a $16 trillion 
check in the mail. What could America roughly buy with the 
amount it now owes in debt? 

The good news of the recent political crisis over debt and 
sequestration is that America’s political leaders are finally 
taking seriously the degree of this problem. For too long, the 
building mountain of American debt was put in the category 
of those many problems to deal with “in the long run,” which 
meant we didn’t deal with it. For prior generations, it was a 
problem for their grandchildren, then their children’s problem, 
etc. Now that $16 trillion of debt is our inheritance, we can 
pass it on no further. 

The bad news is how politicians have dealt with this 
problem, almost exclusively focusing on budget cuts rather 
than the fundamental drivers of debt growth. 

First came the self-inflicted wound of Congress delaying 
on extending the debt ceiling in fall 2011, which prompted a 
downgrading of the U.S.’s bond rating. When they finally did 
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extend it, the literally last minute deal came with conditions, 
what is known the Budget Control Act of 2011, that created 
the current sequestration predicament. 

This law entailed a first wave of over $400 billion in cuts 
to U.S. security spending and the creation of a “super-
committee” of representatives from both parties in Congress 
that was tasked with finding a set of reforms that would 
reverse the debt growth. If no agreement could be reached, the 
mandatory cuts of sequestration would then kick in at the start 
of 2013, lopping off $1.2 trillion more in cuts, split between 
national security and domestic programs. The concept was that 
the threat of the mandatory cuts would force the two sides to 
find a way to compromise over the coming year and put 
together a package of both entitlement and tax reform that poll 
after poll has found the majority of the American people 
support. 

Unfortunately, the super-committee proved anything but, 
and failed to come to any agreement. Thus, with the clocking 
ticking away, the only thing standing between the budget and 
the swinging axe of sequestration is the slim chance that the 
rest of the Congress will show the maturity and ability to 
compromise that its designated representatives on the super-
committee lacked. 

The hyper-partisan climate, the diminished power of 
political party leaders over their constituencies, and the 
context of an election year makes the challenge of Congress 
coming together all the more difficult. Hopefully, Congress 
will buck expectations and come to an agreement. 

Many believe that this will most likely occur during the 
“lame duck” session after the fall election. This is a dangerous 
gamble, as it sets a weighty decision for the last minute and 
puts the goal of reaching cooperation immediately in the wake 
of an uncertain election outcome. So, while sequestration is 
certainly not a positive outcome, it is a potential contingency 
whose impact should be evaluated. 

What many commentators ignore, however, is that the 
potential scenarios for the future are not either sequestration or 
zero additional cuts. Indeed, it is highly possible and even 
probable that the hoped for compromise deal that averts 
sequestration still will have additional defense cuts of 
significant scale included in them. For instance, the proposed 
deals that the super-committee were debating, but unable to 
execute on, would likely be the starting point of any “lame 
duck” discussions. These negotiations had additional defense 
cuts contemplated in the $200 to $300 billion range. 

The essential point here is that the U.S. defense budget is 
most likely headed for cuts of significant scale. This 
likelihood is not just a matter of sequestration, but again 
reflects the overall debt problem (indeed, sequestration will 
only reach a fraction of the debt reduction needed, another 
reason to avoid it, as it doesn’t solve the problem and instead 
would have to be returned to again and again). It also reflects 
the historic pattern U.S. defense budgets have followed for 
some 60 years. 

What is notable about looking at the historic defense 
budget is that it shows both the significance and novelty of 
defense cuts to the current generation, who have seen only 
growth for the last decade. But it also shows the limits of the 
various looming cuts scenarios, as compared to past post-war 
drawdowns. The reductions even under the worst case 
situation of sequestration scenario would take U.S. defense 
spending not to the bottom of the historic trough but the rough 
average of overall spending. 

Where these cuts become more significant perhaps, 
however, is putting them in comparison to the broader 
American economy. In the past context of both a Cold War 
and a smaller U.S. economy, a greater percentage of the GDP 
was spent on defense than now. 

Peter W. Singer is director of the 21st Century Defense 
Initiative at Brookings. 
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32. ‘Keep It In Perspective’ 
(NAVY TIMES 01 OCT 10) ... Rear Adm. John Kirby 

I’ve just finished reading the Sept. 24 cover story titled 
“Toxic leaders.” I’m now looking forward to seeing in a future 
issue its companion piece on actual leadership. 

I have to assume Navy Times is working on one like that, 
because the story made virtually no effort whatsoever to 
showcase anything other than the incompetent and the cruel. 

To be fair, I appreciate the story’s use of comments with 
an opposing view — mine included. But let’s be honest: The 
intent of this piece was always to high¬light bad behavior. 
Nothing more. And it was spurred through use of an online 
query, specifically asking for only those sorts of anecdotes. 

The story did not pull from his¬tory the legions of stories 
about officers who inspired sailors to vic-tory over the last 
two-plus centuries. Instead, we heard pre-dictably of the lash 
and of the brig, the small and of the mean. 

As an avid reader of Navy Times, I expected more. 
Surely, a more balanced approach could have been 

pursued. Navy Times could have solicited other perspectives: 
“Tell us who made you better. Tell us who led you well.” No 
one questions that some officers in the Navy fail to live up to 
our high standards. No one questions that abusive behavior 

detracts from the mission and hurts morale. And no one is 
more open and transparent than we are when that occurs. 

But let’s be clear: “Toxic” leadership as you define it is 
not leadership at all. It is malfeasance, negligence, disrespect, 
stupidity — the antithesis of everything to which we train our 
people to aspire. 

And while we strive to stamp out this malfeasance where 
we find it, the truth is we don’t really find it all that much. 
Better than 95 out of every 100 commanding officers in the 
Navy complete their tours successfully and with honor. 

And though our most recent Quality of Life Survey 
(which has yet to be published) shows that nearly 30 percent 
of sailors say command leadership has a negative impact on 
morale, that number has been declining, when compared to a 
2008 Navy-wide Personnel Survey. Further, the number of 
those who say leadership has had a positive effect continues to 
rise. 

Obviously, we’d prefer to see 100 percent of our sailors 
report 100 percent confidence in their leadership, 100 percent 
of the time. But this isn’t about polls or surveys. It’s about 
people, and people sometimes make mis-takes. They forget 
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their way. They make bad choices, officers and enlisted alike. 
And they pay the consequences. 

A problem? Yes. An epidemic? Hardly. 
Let’s have the discussion, but let’s keep it in perspective. 

Let’s not indict the many who lead well over the carelessness 
of a few who do not or cannot. 

Navy Times may sell a lot of copies of this issue, 
especially with the fairly shrill cover language used. And you 
might even in the process receive more stories of ignorant 
officers. But you’ll be doing your readers and our Navy a 
disservice if you don’t also focus on the vast majority in 

uniform who believe their leaders are making profound and 
positive impacts in their lives and for their commands. 

And you’ll be doing yourselves a disservice if you don’t 
get out there and witness up close and personal the pride and 
the passion with which our officer and enlisted leaders — 
REAL leaders — serve each other, their families and the fleet. 

That’s the cover story I can’t wait to read. I sure hope 
you’re willing to write it. 

Rear Adm. John Kirby is the U.S. Navy chief of 
information. 
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33. Absentee Voting Week’ 
(NAVY TIMES 01 OCT 12) ... Editorial 

Being away from home is no excuse not to vote. 
The Navy designated Sept. 27 through Oct. 4 as Absentee 

Voting Week in a fleetwide message, NAVADMIN 283/12, 
released Sept. 17. 

Every state is supposed to mail its absentee ballots out by 
Sept. 22, so check your mailbox soon. 

Sailors forward-deployed at a remote location should mail 
their ballots back by Oct. 6 to make sure they are counted in 

the Nov. 6 election. Service members at installations overseas 
must mail ballots by Oct. 13; stateside installation voters have 
until Oct. 29. 

If you haven’t registered to vote by absentee ballot yet, 
you can still cast your vote by completing the Federal Post 
Card Application and Federal Write-in Absentee Ballot, 
according to the message. 

Return to Index 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. HRH Crown Prince Receives U.S. Navy Secretary 
(BAHRAIN NEWS AGENCY 25 APR 12) 

MANAMA—His Royal Highness Crown Prince and Deputy Supreme Commander Prince Salman bin Hamad Al Khalifa received 
at Riffa Palace today U.S. Navy Secretary Ray Mabus and his accompanying delegation. 

 
2. Panel To Navy: Keep 12 Ballistic Missile Subs 
U.S. Seapower Markup Sets Submarine Minimum 
(NAVY TIMES 25 APR 12) ... Christopher P. Cavas 

A minimum of 12 U.S. ballistic missile submarines must remain in service for the foreseeable future, a key congressional 
committee said, despite U.S. Navy plans to drop below that number beginning in 2029. 

 
3. #SAAM: Pensacola Town Hall Discussion To Be Streamed Live 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 25 APR 12) ... Lt. j.g. Lauryn Dempsey, Department of the Navy Sexual Assault Prevention and Response 
Office Public Affairs 

WASHINGTON -- The vice chief of naval operations (VCNO) will host a town hall discussion on sexual assault awareness and 
prevention in Pensacola, Fla. April 30 at 1 p.m. (CST). 

 
4. #SAAM: SUBLANT Sailors Take A Stand Against Sexual Assault 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 25 APR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Kim Williams, Commander, Submarine Force 
Atlantic Public Affairs 

NORFOLK, Va. -- Sailors attached to Commander, Submarine Force Atlantic (COMSUBLANT) are commemorating Sexual 
Assault Awareness Month (SAAM) by participating in multiple training sessions and showing symbolic displays of support 
throughout the month of April. 

 
5. #SAAM: SPAWAR Holds 5K Walk/Run For Sexual Assault Awareness Month 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 25 APR 12) ... Tina C. Stillions, Space and Naval Warfare Systems Command Public Affairs 

SAN DIEGO -- Space and Naval Warfare Systems Command (SPAWAR) hosted a five kilometer race April 25 to recognize 
Sexual Assault Awareness Month. 

 
6. 21st Century Sailor And Marine Website Online 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 25 APR 12) ... Secretary of the Navy Public Affairs 

WASHINGTON -- The Department of the Navy (DoN) has launched a dedicated website to serve as an additional resource for 
the 21st Century Sailor and Marine initiative announced by Secretary of the Navy Ray Mabus in March. 

 

CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
7. U.S. Announces Major Drug Bust In Caribbean 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 26 APR 12) 

MIAMI — U.S. Customs and Border Protection announced the capture of two high-speed boats in the Caribbean loaded with 
more than 4,840 pounds (2,200 kilograms) of cocaine worth more than $362 million. 

 
8. U.S., Philippines In War Games Near Disputed Waters 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 25 APR 12) 

ULUGAN BAY, Philippines - U.S. and Filipino soldiers stormed a South China Sea island Wednesday in war games that took 
place not far from a real-life maritime standoff between Manila and Beijing. 
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9. Maritime Security A Team Effort In Exercise Saharan Express 2012 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 25 APR 12) ... Lt. Cmdr. Kevin L. West, Commander, U.S. Naval Forces Europe-Commander, U.S. Naval 
Forces Africa/Commander, U.S. 6th Fleet Public Affairs 

DAKAR, Senegal -- Ten ships from 12 host nations kicked-off Saharan Express 2012, a multinational exercise in support of 
Africa Partnership Station (APS), at the pre-sail conference in Dakar April 23. 

 

GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
10. Tension Rises As U.S. And China Hold Exercises With Partner Navies 
(INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS TIMES 25 APR 12) 

Military activity in East Asia is increasing amid new flare-ups of regional territorial disputes. Complicated conflicts over 
ownership of maritime zones and interpretations of sovereign rights are again threatening to destabilize a region rife with rising 
nationalistic sentiments and expanding militaries. 

 
11. Russian, Chinese Warships Start 'Active Phase' Of Joint Manoeuvres 
(MOSCOW INTERFAX AVN 25 APR 12) 

Russian and Chinese warships have begun the "active phase" of their joint naval manoeuvres in the Yellow Sea codenamed Naval 
Cooperation 2012, Interfax-AVN military news agency reported on 25 April. 

 
12. Navy Plans To Buy More Submarines To Boost Defence Capability 
(BERNAMA (MALAYSIA) 26 APR 12) ... Nur Natasha Aida Ismail 

KUALA LUMPUR -- Aside from maintaining two Scorpene submarines, the Royal Malaysian Navy (RMN) plans to buy more 
submarines to boost the national's naval defence capability, said Navy chief Admiral Tan Sri Abdul Aziz Jaafar. 

 
13. Pakistan Test-Fires Improved Shaheen-1 Missile 
(DEFENSE NEWS 25 APR 12) ... Usman Ansari 

ISLAMABAD — Pakistan tested an improved variant of its Shaheen-1 solid-fueled ballistic missile on April 25, the military’s 
Inter Services Press Release (ISPR) said. But official statements were vague on just what the improvements were. 

 
14. Russian Warships To Get NATO Communications Equipment 
(RIA NOVOSTI 25 APR 12) 

BRUSSELS -- Russian warships will be equipped with NATO navigation and communications systems to improve coordination 
in anti-piracy missions around the world, Chief of the Russian General Staff Nikolai Makarov said on Wednesday. 

 
15. Ukrainian Submarine Sails For Sea Trials 
(RIA NOVOSTI 25 APR 12) 

KIEV - Ukraine’s only submarine, the Zaporozhye, has left the port of Sevastopol on the Black Sea for sea trials for the first time 
after many years of repairs. 

 
16. Brazil Would Get Tech Transfer In Boeing Buy: Panetta 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 25 APR 12) ... Jordi Zamora 

RIO DE JANEIRO — Brazil will get U.S. advanced technology transfer if it buys Boeing’s F/A-18 Super Hornet fighter jet to 
upgrade its air force, visiting U.S. Defense Secretary Leon Panetta said April 25. 

 

PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
17. NPC's Fleet Engagement Team To Visit Guam, Korea 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 25 APR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Andrea Perez, Navy Personnel Command Public 
Affairs 

MILLINGTON, Tenn. -- Navy Personnel Command's (NPC) fleet engagement team is scheduled to meet with Sailors, families 
and leadership to discuss programs and initiatives affecting the careers of 21st Century Sailors April 30 - May 4 in Korea and Guam. 

 
18. SPAWAR, Systems Commands Partner To Host Mentoring Event For Transitioning Service 
Members 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 25 APR 12) ... Tina C. Stillions, Space and Naval Warfare Systems Command Public Affairs 

SAN DIEGO -- Space and Naval Warfare Systems Command (SPAWAR) partnered with Naval Air Systems Command, Naval 
Sea Systems Command and Commander, Navy Region Southwest for a first-ever joint mentoring event for transitioning service 
members at the Marine Corps Recruiting Depot (MCRD) April 24. 
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19. AUSN Hosts Spring 2012 Navy Now Forum 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 25 APR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Mikelle D. Smith, Defense Media Activity 

WASHINGTON D.C. -- The Spring 2012 Navy Now Forum networking luncheon was held at the Ronald Reagan Building and 
International Trade Center April 25. 

 
20. House Panel To Approve 1.7 Percent 2013 Raise 
(NAVY TIMES 25 APR 12) ... Rick Maze 

A House subcommittee is prepared to say “yes” to a 1.7 percent military pay raise but “no way” to the Obama administration’s 
plans to significantly hike Tricare fees for military retirees and their families. 

 
21. Personnel Chiefs Lobby For Tricare Fee Hikes 
(NAVY TIMES 25 APR 12) ... Rick Maze 

Service personnel officials continued Wednesday to press for higher out-of-pocket Tricare health insurance fees for retirees and 
their families, although a key congressional panel is ready to throw cold water on the plan. 

 
22. Bill Would Increase Retirement Pay-Ins 
Contributions from workers would rise by 5 percentage points 
(WASHINGTON POST 26 APR 12) ... Eric Yoder 

Federal workers would have to pay more of their salaries toward their retirement benefits — an increase of five percentage points, 
phased in over five years starting in 2013 — under legislation set to be considered Thursday in the House committee that handles 
employee benefit issues. 

 
23. Team Navy/Coast Guard Kick Off 2012 Warrior Games Training Week 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 25 APR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Katherine Hofman, Chief of Naval Personnel Public 
Affairs 

COLORADO SPRINGS, Colo. -- The Team Navy/Coast Guard warrior athletes competing in the 2012 Warrior Games began a 
week of pre-competition training in Colorado Springs, Colo. utilizing training facilities at the U.S. Air Force Academy, Peterson Air 
Force Base, and other local venues, April 24. 

 
24. Navy Boxer Benjamin Dobbs Wants To Be The Best 
Having faced the best, boxer Benjamin Dobbs wants to be the best 
(KITSAP (WA) SUN 24 APR 12) ... Terry Mosher 

PORT ORCHARD — Amateur heavyweight boxer Benjamin Dobbs threw quick punches, a sharp left hook and a straight right, 
into the boxing mitts of coach Mark Romo. A poster of Muhammad Ali standing over the fallen Sonny Listen stood guard over the 
pair sparring in the boxing ring at Cal Gilbert's Boxing Academy. 

 
25. Rape Accuser Takes Stand In Mid’s Court-Martial 
(NAVY TIMES 25 APR 12) ... Sam Fellman 

In emotional testimony Tuesday that paused occasionally amid sobs, a female ensign described her alleged sexual assault in 2010 
by a male Naval Academy classmate in her Newport, R.I.,dorm room after she had blacked out from heavy drinking. 

 
26. Coronado Navy Pilot Ambushed Murder Victims 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 25 APR 12) ... Pauline Repard 

CORONADO — A Navy pilot armed with a rifle and a pistol lay in wait upstairs for his roommate and two other people to enter 
a Coronado condominium on New Year’s Day, then he systematically shot and killed each one before killing himself, sheriff’s 
officials have concluded. 

 

FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
27. LCS Vigorously Defended By U.S. Navy 
(DEFENSE NEWS 25 APR 12) ... Christopher P. Cavas 

The U.S. Navy struck back with uncharacteristic alacrity April 24, responding nearly overnight to a report by the Project on 
Government Oversight (POGO) released a day earlier that severely criticized the Littoral Combat Ship (LCS) program and, in 
particular, the first ship, the Freedom. 

 
28. HASC Eyes Shipbuilding, Missile Defense, Cyber Changes To DoD Plan 
(DEFENSE DAILY 26 APR 12) ... Emelie Rutherford 

A House panel unveiled proposed Pentagon policy legislation yesterday that would restore a submarine slated to be cut, research a 
potential East Coast missile-defense site, and increase oversight of the Pentagon's cyber-security operations. 
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29. Submarine Funding Passes Key Hurdle 
House subcommittee OKs money for second Virginia-class boat in 2014 
(NEW LONDON DAY 25 APR 12) ... Jennifer McDermott 

The effort to restore a second Virginia-class submarine in the plans for 2014 cleared a major hurdle Wednesday when a 
congressional subcommittee included funding for it in a defense spending bill, U.S. Reps. Joe Courtney and James Langevin 
announced. 

 
30. House Defense Panel Backs Sub Pentagon Seeks To Postpone 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 25 APR 12) ... Tony Capaccio and Roxana Tiron 

A House defense panel moved to restore funding for a second Virginia-class submarine the Navy struck from fiscal 2014 plans as 
part of Pentagon budget- cutting. 

 
31. Republicans Eye Missile-Defense Site On East Coast 
(REUTERS 25 APR 12) ... Jim Wolf 

WASHINGTON -- Republicans who control the House of Representatives' Armed Services Committee called on Wednesday for 
studies on what could become a third missile-interceptor site in the United States, this one on the East Coast. 

 
32. Firms Vie To Overhaul Navy's Intranet 
(POLITICO 25 APR 12) ... Austin Wright 

NORFOLK, Va. — The Navy is preparing to overhaul one of the world’s largest computer networks, despite congressional 
concerns. And technology firms are ramping up their lobbying campaigns to get a piece of the action. 

 
33. Maersk Gains From U.S. Military's $11.5 Billion War Shipments 
(BLOOMBERG GOVERNMENT 26 APR 12) ... Brendan McGarry 

The Alliance St. Louis docked at the Port of Beaumont in Texas this month and rolled out 179 armored trucks. Two weeks later, it 
was at a Delaware port loading 1,000 General Motors Co. cars and trucks bound for overseas. 

 

BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
34. Warships Steam Into Port At Start Of Fleet Week 
(SOUTH FLORIDA SUN-SENTINEL 25 APR 12) ... Robert Nolin 

Hundreds of gaping vacationers aboard the Celebrity cruise liner Infinity rushed to the rails Wednesday morning to view a 
singular sight: A massive Navy ship delicately maneuvering into a boxy berth at Port Everglades less than a football field away. 

 
35. U.S. Marines And Sailors Join ANZAC Day March 
The ANZAC Day march through Darwin has included hundreds of U.S. servicemen. 
(AUSTRALIAN BROADCASTING CORPORATION 25 APR 12) 

About 130 U.S. Marines who have recently been deployed to Darwin from Hawaii marched with Australian veterans and serving 
army, navy and airforce personnel through the streets of the city this morning. 

 
36. Naval War College Remembers ANZAC Day At Sunrise 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 25 APR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Eric Dietrich, U.S. Naval War College Public 
Affairs 

NEWPORT, R.I. -- Students, faculty and other service members from the U.S. Naval War College (NWC) joined Navy partners 
from Australia and New Zealand for a sunrise ceremony on the campus remembering Australian and New Zealand Army Corps 
(ANZAC) Day April 25. 

 
37. USS New York Celebrates Italian Independence 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 25 APR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Zane P. Ecklund, USS New York Public Affairs 

LA SPEZIA, Italy -- Sailors on board amphibious transport dock ship USS New York (LPD 21) celebrated Italy's Liberation Day 
in downtown La Spezia, April 25. 

 
38. USS Independence Sailors Volunteer At Mexican Orphanage 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 25 APR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Trevor Welsh, USS Independence Public Affairs 

MANZANILLO, Mexico -- Sailors from littoral combat ship USS Independence (LCS 2) participated in a community service 
project and donated Project Handclasp materials at a local orphanage in Manzanillo, Mexico, April 24, during the ship's first foreign 
port visit since its commissioning. 

 



 5

39. Lincoln Raises Nearly $200K For Navy-Marine Corps Relief Society 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 25 APR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist Seaman Benjamin T. Liston, USS Abraham Lincoln Public 
Affairs 

USS ABRAHAM LINCOLN, At Sea -- Sailors assigned to Nimitz-class aircraft carrier USS Abraham Lincoln (CVN 72) 
supported the Navy-Marine Corps Relief Society (NMCRS) by raising more than $197,000 throughout the months of March and 
April. 

 
40. State To Help Towns Buy Land Bordering Sub Base 
(NEW LONDON DAY 25 APR 12) ... Jennifer McDermott 

GROTON — The state plans to help local municipalities buy land around the Naval Submarine Base so development will not 
encroach on the base’s operations. 

 
41. Mast Raising Caps Historic Day For USS Iowa 
(KCRG ABC CEDAR RAPIDS (IA) 24 APR 12) ... Mark Carlson 

PORT OF RICHMOND, California - April 24, 2012 will be a date that will go down in the storied history of the USS Iowa. Late 
Tuesday morning crews placed the battleship’s original mast back onto the WWII era vessel. 

 
42. U.S. Says No Timeframe On Japan Base Deal 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 25 APR 12) 

The United States said Wednesday it was moving forward with Japan on a long-stalled deal over a military base but declined to 
say if an announcement would be ready for a summit next week. 

 

NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
43. Biden, Winnefeld Attend Military Child Support Event 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 25 APR 12) ... Lisa Daniel 

WASHINGTON – Dr. Jill Biden, wife of Vice President Joe Biden, joined the vice chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff in 
Newport News, Va., today to highlight efforts to help school children from military families. 

 
44. "Inflammatory" Materials Lead To Audit Across The Military 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 26 APR 12) ... Kate Wiltrout 

A complaint about anti-Islamic materials used in a class for officers at Norfolk's Joint Forces Staff College has spurred top 
military officials to suspend the course and order a broad review of instructional materials across all branches of the service. 

 
45. Vets Struggle To Go From War To Work 
Civilian employers are reluctant to hire them, they say. 
(LOS ANGELES TIMES 26 APR 12) ... David Zucchino 

WASHINGTON -- Matt Pizzo has a law degree, can-do attitude, proven leadership skills, and expertise in communications and 
satellite technology from his four years in the Air Force. 

 
46. Marine Who Criticized Obama To Be Discharged 
(LOS ANGELES TIMES 26 APR 12) ... Tony Perry 

SAN DIEGO -- A Marine sergeant who criticized President Obama on Facebook was notified Wednesday that he is being 
dismissed from the service with an other-than-honorable discharge. 

 
47. Senators: DADT Discharge Corrections Stuck In Red Tape 
(THE HILL 25 APR 12) ... Jeremy Herb 

Three lawmakers say the Pentagon is putting too much red tape in front of veterans who want the word “homosexual” removed 
from their discharges when they were kicked out under “Don’t ask, don’t tell.” 

 
48. Historic Warship Excavation Planned Near Upper Marlboro 
Ship believed to be flagship of fleet scuttled prior to War of 1812 battle 
(PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY (MD) GAZETTE 26 APR 12) ... Erich Wagner 

Southern Prince George’s officials and historians hope a nearly unprecedented archaeological dig in the Patuxent River near 
Upper Marlboro will advance historic tourism during the state’s War of 1812 bicentennial commemorations. 
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49. Navy Releases Kettani Early To Pursue NFL Dream 
(NAVY TIMES 25 APR 12) ... Sam Fellman 

A lieutenant junior grade was released early from his active-duty contract to pursue his dream of playing in the National Football 
League, the Navy said Tuesday, in a move that reverses a prior denial. 

 

OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
50. House Starts On The Bumpy Road Of Tackling Defense Spending 
(WASHINGTON POST 26 APR 12) ... Walter Pincus 

The roller-coaster ride is about to begin for defense spending, and it promises to be long and bumpy. 
 

51. Too Long To Wait For The VA's Help 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 25 APR 12) ... Editorials 

Too much, far too much, can happen in 50 days to a person who needs mental health care but is unable to get it. 
 

52. Veterans And Brain Disease 
(NEW YORK TIMES 26 APR 12) ... Nicholas D. Kristof 

He was a 27-year-old former Marine, struggling to adjust to civilian life after two tours in Iraq. Once an A student, he now found 
himself unable to remember conversations, dates and routine bits of daily life. He became irritable, snapped at his children and 
withdrew from his family. He and his wife began divorce proceedings. 

 

BBLLOOGGSS::  
53. EXCERPTS FROM BLOGS AROUND THE WORLD 
(PUBLISHED 23 APR – 26 APR 12) 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. HRH Crown Prince Receives U.S. Navy Secretary 
(BAHRAIN NEWS AGENCY 25 APR 12) 

MANAMA—His Royal Highness Crown Prince and 
Deputy Supreme Commander Prince Salman bin Hamad Al 
Khalifa received at Riffa Palace today U.S. Navy Secretary 
Ray Mabus and his accompanying delegation. 

He lauded strong historical relations between the two 
friendly countries, praising the role of the USA in maintaining 
international peace and security. 

HRH the Crown Prince also discussed with the U.S. Navy 
Secretary ways of maintaining regional security and stability, 
urging to steer the region clear of threats and conflicts. 

He also underlined the need to further boost bilateral 
relations, stressing the importance of further bolstering 
cooperation between both countries mainly in the military 
field. 

The U.S. Secretary of the Navy expressed thanks and 
respect to HRH the Crown Prince, commending the role of the 
Kingdom of Bahrain in the regional and international peace 
process and expressing satisfaction at the advanced and 
distinguished relations between the two allied countries. 

The meeting was attended by Minister of State for 
Defence Affairs Dr. Mohammed bin Abdullah Al Khalifa, 
HRH the Crown Prince's Advisor for Political and Economic 
Affairs Shaikh Mohammed bin Isa bin Mohammed Al 
Khalifa, Crown Prince Court Chief Shaikh Khalifa bin Daij Al 
Khalifa, the Acting U.S. Ambassador to Bahrain and HRH the 
Crown Prince's Military Office Director Brigadier Mounir 
Ahmed Al Sbei'i. 

Return to Index 
 

2. Panel To Navy: Keep 12 Ballistic Missile Subs 
U.S. Seapower Markup Sets Submarine Minimum 
(NAVY TIMES 25 APR 12) ... Christopher P. Cavas 

A minimum of 12 U.S. ballistic missile submarines must 
remain in service for the foreseeable future, a key 
congressional committee said, despite U.S. Navy plans to drop 
below that number beginning in 2029. 

The provision is included in the markup of the House 
Armed Services seapower and projection forces 
subcommittee, which was released April 25. 

Although 14 Ohio-class “boomers” are now in service, 
the fleet is scheduled to begin shrinking in 2027 as the oldest 
units are retired. Current Navy plans show the force dropping 
to 11 ships in 2029 and reaching 10 ships in 2032, where the 
level holds for a decade before starting to rise again as new 
replacement submarine come on line. 

The markup — the first legislative process in assembling 
a defense authorization bill to send to the full House of 
Representatives — also approves a Navy request for a new 
multiyear procurement (MYP) authority for Virginia SSN 
774-class attack submarines. The subcommittee granted MYP 
authority for 10 submarines beginning in 2014, and allows for 
incremental funding of the ships. 

Other Navy-related provisions in the markup include: 

 Authorization of an MYP for up to 10 Arleigh Burke 
DDG 51-class destroyers and allowance of $3 billion 
for two ships in the 2013 program, the first year of 
the MYP. 

 Granting an extension of the incremental funding of 
the future aircraft carriers CVN 79 and CVN 80 from 
a five-year period to a six-year period. 

 Limiting spending on the refueling and complex 
overhaul of the aircraft carrier Abraham Lincoln to 

$1.6 billion in 2013, the first year of a two-year 
incremental funding profile. 

The markup also requires additional risk-reduction 
technology development for the follow-on aircraft of the 
Unmanned Carrier-launched Surveillance and Strike system 
— currently in technology development as the X-47B aircraft 
— and requires a “competitive acquisition environment” for 
the program. The markup notes the change in terminology 
from a “future unmanned carrier-based strike system” to 
“unmanned carrier-launched surveillance and strike system,” 
indicating an increased emphasis on the surveillance role. 

It also repeals a provision in the 2008 defense 
authorization law that required all new classes of combatant 
strike vessels to be nuclear-powered, a pet project of former 
Seapower subcommittee chairman Rep. Gene Taylor, D-Miss., 
who was defeated in the last elections. 

The markup also directs the Navy to report on the issue of 
ship superstructure cracking, with an emphasis on the choice 
of superstructure material for the DDG 51 Flight III-class 
ships, the first of which is scheduled to be ordered in 2016. 
The subcommittee wants information “comparing the 
estimated construction costs for a deckhouse made of each of 
the three materials, or even a possible hybrid of two or all 
three, and then compares the estimated lifecycle costs for the 
designed life of the ship.” 

The markup makes no mention for producing any other 
information other than cost factors. 

The full committee will hold its formal markup sessions 
on April 26. 

Return to Index 
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3. #SAAM: Pensacola Town Hall Discussion To Be Streamed Live 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 25 APR 12) ... Lt. j.g. Lauryn Dempsey, Department of the Navy Sexual Assault Prevention and Response 
Office Public Affairs 

WASHINGTON -- The vice chief of naval operations 
(VCNO) will host a town hall discussion on sexual assault 
awareness and prevention in Pensacola, Fla. April 30 at 1 p.m. 
(CST). 

Adm. Mark Ferguson will host the event, which will be 
live streamed on The Pentagon Channel, Navy social media 
platforms, and direct to Sailors at sea. 

Throughout April, the Navy focused on four themes: 
Hurts One, Affects All, Prevention is Everyone's Duty, and 
We Will Not Tolerate Sexual Assault. During the hour long 
event VCNO and an expert panel will recap lessons learned 
throughout the month, encourage continued discussion at the 
unit level and talk about upcoming Navy prevention and 
awareness training. 

The panel discussion moderated by Jill Loftus, director of 
the department of the Navy sexual assault prevention and 
response office will highlight victim advocacy resources 
available in the fleet, ongoing prevention efforts and Sailor 

lead programs to curb destructive behavior. An audience of 
1,500 Sailors and Internet viewers worldwide will participate 
in the event by asking questions and providing feedback on 
current Navy sexual assault awareness and prevention efforts. 

Sexual Assault Prevention and Response is an important 
element of the readiness area of the 21st Century Sailor and 
Marine initiative which consolidates a set of objectives and 
policies, new and existing, to maximize Sailor and Marine 
personal readiness, build resiliency and hone the most combat-
effective force in the history of the Navy and Marine Corps. 
The Department of the Navy is working to aggressively to 
prevent sexual assaults, to support sexual assault victims, and 
to hold offenders accountable. 

To watch the event, visit www.livestream.com/usnavy. 
Questions or comments may be submitted in advance to 
usntownhall@gmail.com. 

Help raise awareness by joining the conversation on 
social media using #SAAM. 

Return to Index 
 

4. #SAAM: SUBLANT Sailors Take A Stand Against Sexual Assault 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 25 APR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Kim Williams, Commander, Submarine Force 
Atlantic Public Affairs 

NORFOLK, Va. -- Sailors attached to Commander, 
Submarine Force Atlantic (COMSUBLANT) are 
commemorating Sexual Assault Awareness Month (SAAM) 
by participating in multiple training sessions and showing 
symbolic displays of support throughout the month of April. 

The second of four mandatory training sessions, held 
April 23, centered on this year's theme "Hurts one, Affects 
all." 

"Our Navy operates on the respect, trust and confidence 
that we have in one another - that is our asymmetric 
advantage," said Vice Adm. John Richardson, commander, 
Submarine Forces. "Like the worst virus, the sexual assaulter 
uses that trust against the victim. In doing so, sexual assaulters 
not only violate the human dignity of the victim, but corrodes 
the entire framework of trust we have in one another. We need 
to do everything we can to support those who are victimized, 
and attack and end this crime on every level." 

Speakers emphasized the necessity of both the Navy and 
the submarine community to acknowledge and address the 
once taboo topic of sexual assault. 

"As chaplains we are very focused and concerned about 
the well being of the Sailor so I have a special vantage point 
that allows me to see, unfortunately, how sexual assault, and 
sometimes the climate culture, hurts people," said Cmdr. 
Timothy Oswald, commander, Submarine Forces chaplain . 

Oswald said that the management of sexual assault falls 
back on the entire Navy because when the people we work 
with on a daily basis are hurting inwardly because of events 
that have taken place in their lives, the impact is felt 
throughout the organization. 

"We are here not only help [the victims of sexual assault], 
but to change the culture and the climate, and to continue to 
make it what we all envision it to be," said Oswald. 

The command's Sexual Assault Prevention and Response 
(SAPR) victim advocates, Drug and Alcohol Programs advisor 
(DAPA) and independent duty corpsman also facilitated 
portions of the mandatory training sessions. 

"As the command's DAPA, I have knowledge of the 
affects of alcohol substance abuse," said Chief Fire Control 
Technician Charles Generals. "Because alcohol plays such a 
big role in sexual assault, I have a big role in today's training 
educating the command about being active bystanders and 
giving them various ways to help prevent sexual assault from 
happening in the first place." 

According to DoD website Myduty.mil, an active 
bystander takes the initiative to help someone who may be 
targeted for a sexual assault by a predator and also takes the 
initiative to help friends who aren't thinking clearly from 
becoming perpetrators of the crime. 

Because the DoD holds the entire military responsible for 
protecting its own, all service members must be educated and 
accountable when it comes to sexual assault prevention. 

"I hope that through today's training, the small number of 
people who are actually prone to commit sexual assault get the 
message loud and clear - "do not do this,"" said Oswald. "My 
larger hope is the entire organization recognizes there is a 
culture-wide intent in getting everyone to realize we all have a 
role in shaping the way things are done in making people feel 
safe, trust each other and function safely. I believe that the 
Navy's is leading this effort, because I really believe we are 
proactive in saying this is wrong and we don't want it to 
happen in our Navy." 

To further enhance the command's commitment to 
increasing sexual assault awareness, COMSUBLANT Sailors 
and civilians, and other commands throughout Navy Region 
Mid-Atlantic, will participate in "Denim Day", April 25, 
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where they will wear blue jeans to work in support of a sexual 
assault victim who wore jeans during her attack. 

"At a senior command like COMSUBLANT, we are 
showing our awareness and importance of sexual assault 
prevention," said Lt. Cmdr. Michael Snyder, staff executive 
officer. "Allowing our military to wear denim for one day is 
such a symbolic, outward display of our support and 
involvement in stopping this crime. Our uniform is something 
that separates us from everybody else, so wearing denim really 
symbolizes our cohesiveness as a unit and shows how serious 
we are about making sexual assault a thing of the past." 

Sexual Assault Prevention and Response is an important 
element of the readiness area of the 21st Century Sailor and 
Marine initiative which consolidates a set of objectives and 
policies, new and existing, to maximize Sailor and Marine 
personal readiness, build resiliency and hone the most combat-
effective force in the history of the Navy and Marine Corps. 
The Department of the Navy is working to aggressively to 
prevent sexual assaults, to support sexual assault victims, and 
to hold offenders accountable. 

Help raise awareness by joining the conversation on 
social media using #SAAM. 

Return to Index 
 

5. #SAAM: SPAWAR Holds 5K Walk/Run For Sexual Assault Awareness Month 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 25 APR 12) ... Tina C. Stillions, Space and Naval Warfare Systems Command Public Affairs 

SAN DIEGO -- Space and Naval Warfare Systems 
Command (SPAWAR) hosted a five kilometer race April 25 
to recognize Sexual Assault Awareness Month. 

"This is the second year we've held this event to help raise 
awareness about the problem of sexual assault. Every day at 
least one of our Navy shipmates becomes a victim," said 
SPAWAR Command Master Chief Octavia Harris. "We need 
to look out for each other. Being a bystander is not acceptable. 
It's important to intervene if something is not right in a 
situation, because it's not just their problem, it's our problem." 

Personnel of all skill levels came out to run, walk or cheer 
on participants. Resource tables were set up near the starting 
line. On display at the information table was a part of the 
"clothesline" project, an awareness tool where victims write 
thoughts and statements on t-shirts and sweatshirts to help 
make a physical connection to the victims of sexual assault. A 
representative from the Sexual Assault Prevention and 
Response (SAPR) team was at the booth to answer questions 
and hand out informational materials. 

"The SAPR team helps active duty members and their 
dependents and civilians who have been sexually assaulted on 
Department of Defense property," said Tammy Martinez, a 
sexual assault response coordinator from the Fleet and Family 

Support Center at Naval Base Point Loma. "They learn they 
don't have to be alone and that there's a SAPR team available 
to provide support." 

Runners and walkers from SPAWAR donned their fitness 
clothing and gear to participate in the command-sponsored 
event. Volunteers marked time and handed out water to all the 
participants running in support of the Navy's campaign to end 
sexual assault and acknowledge that it will not be tolerated. 

Commands throughout the Navy have been hosting events 
and raising awareness during April about responsible 
behavior, active bystander intervention and safety from sexual 
assault. Within SPAWAR, leadership has communicated 
regularly with the workforce, held stand-downs and training 
sessions, and supported all efforts to bring the seriousness of 
sexual harassment and assault to light. 

"As leaders, we must be committed to prevent, eliminate 
and never tolerate sexual assault. Sexual assault is my 
problem, your problem and our problem," said Lt. Judy 
Luong, SPAWAR's SAPR point of contact and the event 
coordinator. "I think events like today's run are important 
because they help bring awareness to the problem of sexual 
assault. My hope is that it might also give a victim of assault 
the courage to come forward." 

Return to Index 
 

6. 21st Century Sailor And Marine Website Online 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 25 APR 12) ... Secretary of the Navy Public Affairs 

WASHINGTON -- The Department of the Navy (DoN) 
has launched a dedicated website to serve as an additional 
resource for the 21st Century Sailor and Marine initiative 
announced by Secretary of the Navy Ray Mabus in March. 

The new website, located at www.21stcentury.navy.mil, 
features frequently asked questions, articles, blogs, and videos 
to update Sailors, Marines and their families on important 
policies and programs, which impact today's force. 

The 21st Century Sailor and Marine initiative 
consolidates a set of objectives and policies, new and existing, 
to maximize Sailor and Marine personal readiness. The 
programs are divided into five areas: readiness, safety, 
physical fitness, inclusion, and continuum of service. 

"The Department of the Navy leadership wanted to take 
all of our existing personnel support programs, those in 

development and some new initiatives, and bring them 
together under the one umbrella of 21st Century Sailor and 
Marine in order to ensure every Sailor, Marine and their 
families have the tools they need to ensure they exceed and 
excel in the coming decade. This website is a one-stop shop 
for information about these programs," said Juan M. Garcia, 
assistant Secretary of the Navy (Manpower and Reserve 
Affairs). 

The 21st Century Sailor and Marine Initiative 
consolidates a set of objectives and policies, new and existing, 
to maximize Sailor and Marine personal readiness, build 
resiliency and hone the most combat-effective force in the 
history of the Department of the Navy. 

Return to Index 
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CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
7. U.S. Announces Major Drug Bust In Caribbean 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 26 APR 12) 

MIAMI — U.S. Customs and Border Protection 
announced the capture of two high-speed boats in the 
Caribbean loaded with more than 4,840 pounds (2,200 
kilograms) of cocaine worth more than $362 million. 

A Florida-based P-3 reconnaissance plane detected the 
two vessels on April 20 some 120 miles (190 kilometers) off 
the east coast of Panama and notified local authorities, who 
chased the two boats. 

"One vessel abandoned the contraband before arriving on 
shore, while the second go-fast (vessel) was seized nearby," 
the border patrol said. 

"A U.S. Navy vessel operating in the area retrieved 89 
bales of cocaine from the scene," it said. 

The border patrol said the Florida-based reconnaissance 
planes -- originally designed to hunt submarines -- had helped 
authorities seize some $2.8 billion worth of cocaine since 
October 2011. 

The long-range aircraft monitor a 42 million square mile 
(100 million square kilometer) area in the Caribbean and 
eastern Pacific in search of drug smugglers, the customs 
service said. 

"By providing surveillance of known air, land, and 
maritime smuggling routes in an area that is twice the size of 
the continental U.S., the P-3s detect, monitor and disrupt 
smuggling activities before they reach shore. 
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8. U.S., Philippines In War Games Near Disputed Waters 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 25 APR 12) 

ULUGAN BAY, Philippines - U.S. and Filipino soldiers 
stormed a South China Sea island Wednesday in war games 
that took place not far from a real-life maritime standoff 
between Manila and Beijing. 

The mock beachfront assault took place on the shore of 
Palawan island facing the South China Sea, where for two 
weeks Chinese patrol vessels have prevented the Philippines 
from arresting alleged poachers in the disputed waters. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Rommel Abrau, operations officer of 
the Philippine Marines' amphibious task force, said the 
exercise involving about 100 soldiers was a success. 

"We simulated an assault on an island that was taken over 
by an armed terrorist group, retook the base, freed the 
hostages and neutralised the enemy," he told AFP. 

He stressed the exercise was not a veiled threat against 
China, which has protested U.S. moves to boost its military 
presence in the region. 

China has been locked in a maritime dispute with the 
Philippines over the Scarborough Shoal to the north of 
Palawan in another part of the South China Sea. 

China claims all of the sea as a historic part of its 
territory, even waters close to the coasts of the Philippines and 
other Southeast Asian countries. 

Competing claims to the strategically vital waters have 
long made the area one of Asia's potential flashpoints for 
military conflict. 

"Definitely, there is no political colour here. This has long 
been planned and it is not directed against anyone, or any 
country. This is purely a training exercise meant to improve 
our joint capabilities," Abrau said. 

The Philippines and United States are bound by a 1951 
treaty that calls on both sides to come to each other's aid in 
times of external aggression or war. 

And on Sunday, the commander of the U.S. Marine forces 
in the Pacific, Lieutenant-Colonel Duane Thiessen said his 
government took the treaty very seriously. 

The Philippines has complained over the past two years 
that China has become increasingly aggressive in staking its 
claim to the waters, with tensions spiking over the 
Scarborough Shoal standoff. 

The shoal is about 230 kilometres (140 miles) from the 
Philippines' main island of Luzon, while the nearest Chinese 
land mass is Hainan province 1,200 kilometres to the 
northwest, according to Philippine naval maps. 
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9. Maritime Security A Team Effort In Exercise Saharan Express 2012 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 25 APR 12) ... Lt. Cmdr. Kevin L. West, Commander, U.S. Naval Forces Europe-Commander, U.S. Naval 
Forces Africa/Commander, U.S. 6th Fleet Public Affairs 

DAKAR, Senegal -- Ten ships from 12 host nations 
kicked-off Saharan Express 2012, a multinational exercise in 
support of Africa Partnership Station (APS), at the pre-sail 
conference in Dakar April 23. 

The countries met to coordinate maritime operations prior 
to the exercise, which focuses on combating illicit activities -
such as illegal fishing, trafficking and piracy - that are 
endangering the maritime security in many of the participant 
nations. 

"We all know that illegal fishing threatens the food 
security of our countries," said Senegalese Chief of Naval 
Staff Adm. Mohamed Sane. "Illegal acts like immigration, 

arms trafficking, pollution, piracy and terrorism threaten social 
stability. No maritime power can face these challenges alone." 

The unified effort is part of a global effort that has 
expanded its reach to require a joint team to handle the 
challenge of maritime safety. 

"Maritime security is everybody's problem," said Lt. 
Cmdr. Mike Meydenbauer, deputy chief at the U.S. Embassy's 
office of security cooperation in Dakar. "It's a challenge all 
over the globe. No one nation can handle it alone." 

This is the second year for Exercise Saharan Express, and 
it has expanded over last year. This year, for the first time, 
Senegalese medical teams will be providing in-port training 
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for participants. And next year planners say they hope to add 
an additional one or two more participating countries. 

"Clearly we're building year by year," said the 
commanding officer of British ship HMS Dauntless, Capt. 
Will Warrender. "A key point is that we continue to make 
progress." 

Exercise Saharan Express's scenarios focus on maritime 
interdiction operations including visit, board, search and 
seizure drills; search and rescue scenarios; medical casualty 
drills; radio communication drills; and information 
management practice techniques. They will run off the coasts 
of Cape Verde, Mauritania, Senegal, and The Gambia, and 
will be monitored and controlled by multiple maritime 
operations centers in the region. 

"Saharan Express will be for some participating nations to 
experience, and others to share knowledge," said Adm. Sane. 
"All countries will learn. I have no doubt the objectives will be 
met and, just as important, will help build camaraderie. And I 
think camaraderie is an excellent investment." 

The scenarios will provide African, European and U.S. 
maritime services the opportunity to work together, share 
information and refine tactics, techniques and procedures in 
order to help West African maritime nations to monitor and 
enforce their territorial waters and exclusive economic zones. 

Cape Verde, Cote d'Ivoire, France, The Gambia, Liberia, 
Mauritania, Morocco, Sierra Leone, Senegal, Spain, the 
United Kingdom and the United States are participating in 
Saharan Express 2012. 
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GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
10. Tension Rises As U.S. And China Hold Exercises With Partner Navies 
(INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS TIMES 25 APR 12) 

Military activity in East Asia is increasing amid new 
flare-ups of regional territorial disputes. Complicated conflicts 
over ownership of maritime zones and interpretations of 
sovereign rights are again threatening to destabilize a region 
rife with rising nationalistic sentiments and expanding 
militaries. 

The leader of Japan's opposition Liberal Democratic Party 
visited the Yasukuni Shrine on Wednesday, sparking new 
bursts of resentment and upset in China. The shrine honors 
Japan's war dead -- including war criminals -- from past 
conflicts and is seen by both China and Korea as a symbol of 
Tokyo's past military aggression. In addition, the governor of 
Tokyo, nationalist Shintaro Ishihara, created further backlash 
last week with statements expressing his municipal 
government's intention to purchase the islands, drawing new 
condemnations from China. 

Russia and Japan have their own disputes over the Kurile 
Islands, lying between Japan's northern Hokkaido Island and 
Russia's Sakhalin Island, which were seized by the Soviet 
Union at the end of World War II. Their relations have 
increasingly soured in past years as Russia resumed flying its 
strategic bombers off its Pacific coast, an activity that had 
been suspended after the collapse of the Soviet Union. 

Meanwhile, in Southeast Asia, the U.S. is engaging in 
new naval exercises with other countries in the region even as 
new conflicts emerge over multinational disputes in the South 
China Sea. 

China and the Philippines have faced off for the past three 
weeks over the Scarborough Shoal, located to the northeast of 
the South China Sea, approximately 220 kilometers or 120 
nautical miles west of the Philippines' main island of Luzon. 
The Filipino press reported that China withdrew two vessels 
on Monday. However, the Filipino navy may deploy more 
forces to the area, and Chinese media are reporting that at least 
one of their nuclear-powered submarines left a major South 
China Sea naval base. The Filipino government urged other 
states in the region to "take a stand" with it against China on 
Monday. 

Vietnam voiced its position on Tuesday, stating that 
China's intentions in the South China Sea "seriously violate 
Vietnam's sovereignty." Both China and Vietnam claim the 

Paracel and Spratly Islands, which lie in the northwestern and 
southern areas of the South China Sea. China controls the 
former island group, which it calls the Xisha Islands, and 
Vietnam labels the Hoang Sa Islands. China fought Vietnam 
to gain control over the Paracels in 1974. The two nations 
engaged in a brutal border war in 1979, which killed tens of 
thousands. Until the late 1980s, they have skirmished on and 
off in the Paracels, along their mutual land border, and even 
on one occasion in the Spratly Islands in 1988. 

The Spratlies are comprised of more than 750 reefs, 
atolls, rocks and islets -- many of which do not qualify as true 
islands, are submerged, and have no access to fresh water. 
However, the archipelago is either claimed in part or in 
entirety by the People's Republic of China, Vietnam, 
Malaysia, the Philippines, Brunei and the Republic of China 
(Taiwan). The South China Sea is widely believed to hold 
major untapped resources of hydrocarbons and important 
fishing stocks, located close to the disputed islands. The area 
is also a major lane for international shipping. 

Amid the intensity of all these disputes, the U.S. is 
carrying out amphibious exercises with its Filipino ally, 
involving almost 7,000 soldiers and sailors from both 
countries. On Thursday, the two militaries staged highly 
publicized island landings. The Philippines and the U.S. have 
both denied that the exercises are targeted at any specific 
country. 

A spokesman for the U.S. Marine Corps said, "These 
exercises take place on a regular basis. This year it happens to 
be in Palawan. The planning for this took place months ago 
prior to any events that are currently in the headlines." 

U.S. naval vessels are also making simultaneous visits to 
Vietnam on Wednesday. 

In the port of Danang -- a huge U.S. base during the 
Vietnam War -- three American vessels, including the flagship 
of the Pacific Fleet, the USS Blue Ridge, are meeting with 
Vietnamese sailors, their onetime enemies, to conduct a sailor 
exchange demonstrating "non-combatant" exercises including 
maintenance and sea rescue. 

The two other U.S. ships in Danang, the USS Chafee and 
USNS Safeguard, are respectively an advanced guided missile 
destroyer and a rescue and salvage ship. In a note of friendship 
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and an indication of how much U.S. and Vietnamese relations 
have changed, the Safeguard flew the Communist Vietnamese 
flag alongside the Stars and Stripes, something that would 
have been utterly unthinkable a few short years ago. 

But the Chinese navy is also visiting Vietnam. Though 
much less impressive than the U.S. ships, a Chinese vessel 
imbued with a deep sense of symbolism pulled into Ho Chi 
Minh City on Wednesday. Named the Zheng He, after the 
15th century explorer admiral who led massive Chinese fleets 
across the Indian Ocean as far as the coast of East Africa, the 
Chinese training ship is currently making its way gradually 
around the world. The effort is diplomatic, but many naval 
experts see it as an embodiment of China's global naval 
aspirations. 

Few Chinese analysts are convinced that U.S. military 
engagement with the Philippines and Vietnam is not meant to 

be a show for China, especially as they consider American 
intentions to strengthen relations with Asian (and Australian) 
partners and redirect the nation's geostrategic attention back to 
the Asia-Pacific. Experts in the U.S. believe that China's 
neighbors are concerned over its military growth and 
territorial ambitions, bringing together once unlikely partners. 
In particular, Vietnam and the U.S., former enemies, are being 
drawn closer than ever. 

Asked on Wednesday about his thoughts on tensions with 
the Philippines and on the U.S.'s new posture on the Asia-
Pacific, Liang Guanglie, China's minister for national defense 
and a high-ranking general, said the military would respond to 
"China's foreign policy needs." In regards to America's return 
to the Pacific Liang said, "this can't really be called a return to 
the Asia-Pacific, since they have been here since the past." 
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11. Russian, Chinese Warships Start 'Active Phase' Of Joint Manoeuvres 
(MOSCOW INTERFAX AVN 25 APR 12) 

Russian and Chinese warships have begun the "active 
phase" of their joint naval manoeuvres in the Yellow Sea 
codenamed Naval Cooperation 2012, Interfax-AVN military 
news agency reported on 25 April. 

Citing an unnamed source in the Russian Defence 
Ministry's press service, reports said that currently exercises 
are taking place in "complex meteorological conditions," with 
"the wind speed at 16 metres per second and a force 4 storm." 

Nevertheless, Russian and Chinese commanders were 
reported to have said that all the "episodes" of the manoeuvres 
will be completed by the set time on 26 April. 

Today, in cooperation with each other, ships are repelling 
air attacks, replenishing stocks at sea and advancing into an 
area of operation of enemy submarines, Interfax-AVN said. 

An earlier Interfax-AVN report quoted Russian Pacific 
Fleet spokesman Capt 1st Rank Roman Martov as saying: 
"Participants in the training have carried out tactical exercises 
aimed at defending their ships lying in unprotected roads. 
Rocket-propelled grenade launchers were actively used in 
addition to standard issue small arms. The sailors today set 
about the active phase of the training." 

"Russian deck aviation will be actively involved in this 
episode. Ka-27 helicopters will take off from the deck of the 
Admiral Tributs big anti-submarine ship to search for an 
'enemy' submarine and provide our ships with target 
coordinates," said the report. 

On 26 April, "an international special-purpose naval force 
consisting of three groups and operating under the flag of the 
joint headquarters will free a ship captured by pirates," 
Interfax-AVN said. 

Interfax-AVN's first report about the manoeuvres on 25 
April said that "the deployment of Russian and Chinese navy 

ships to the area of joint Naval Cooperation 2012 exercises in 
the Yellow Sea has been completed." 

Interfax-AVN also quoted an unnamed Defence Ministry 
spokesman for the Navy as saying on 24 April that " ships in 
unprotected roads have successfully completed an episode of 
anti-submarine-sabotage defence drills." 

Rear Adm Leonid Sukhanov, who is in charge of the 
training for Russia, told the press on 25 April that the training 
"is not aimed against third countries." 

"The training is not aimed against third countries and has 
no aims other than to strengthen mutual understanding 
between our states' navies. The training provides an 
opportunity to understand each other at sea," Interfax-AVN 
quoted him as saying. 

Discussing specifics of the drills, Sukhanov said that 
ships will use anti-submarine rocket-propelled depth bombs. 
He also said that Russia and China had achieved "a very good 
level of cooperation between their forces at sea." 

Bonding exercise - TV footage 
Russian and Chinese naval infantry men have also been 

involved in what the Defence Ministry's Zvezda TV described 
as a bonding exercise held on Chinese Navy Day. 

Video, from 1411 gmt to 1415 gmt, showed them 
demonstrating martial arts skills, playing football, basketball 
and in a boat race at the Qingdao base. Video also showed, in 
black navy uniform, PE instructor from the Varyag guards 
missile cruiser Oleg Minayev. 

The Russian naval infantry men were described as an 
anti-terror group who arrived in China from Vietnam aboard 
the Admiral Tributs anti-submarine warfare ship. One of them 
told Zvezda TV joint training is about "exchange of 
experience" which is "invaluable." 
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12. Navy Plans To Buy More Submarines To Boost Defence Capability 
(BERNAMA (MALAYSIA) 26 APR 12) ... Nur Natasha Aida Ismail 

KUALA LUMPUR -- Aside from maintaining two 
Scorpene submarines, the Royal Malaysian Navy (RMN) 
plans to buy more submarines to boost the national's naval 
defence capability, said Navy chief Admiral Tan Sri Abdul 
Aziz Jaafar. 

He said, however, the plan could not be implemented in 
the near term due to budget constraints while time was needed 
to train naval officers on the fundamental skills in submarine 
operations and gained the experience. 
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"The skills and experience are needed to ensure that the 
submarines can be operated safely and effectively," he told 
Bernama. 

The navy took delivery of two Scorpene submarines 
costing RM3.4 billion from France in 2009 and 2010. 

Abdul Aziz said he was satisfied with the performance of 
both submarines after three years in operation to protect 
national waters from invasion and encroachment. 

"I am proud to have received letters of commendation 
from distinguished guests, who have taken a dive on the 
submarines, including the Sultan of Terengganu Sultan Mizan 
Zainal Abidin, the Sultan of Selangor Sultan Sharafuddin Idris 
Shah and Penang Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng," said Abdul 
Aziz. 

On the 78th Royal Malaysian Navy Day celebration 
tomorrow, he said the theme 'Innovative Personnel engender 
Transformation' manifested the navy vision to be a world-class 
entity through a culture of innovation. 

Describing the challenges faced by the navy as "software 
and hardware", he said: "The first challenge is to retain skilled 
personnel in the service due to competition, and attractive and 
lucrative offers awaiting them in the corporate world. 

"The second challenge is to maintain the level of 
preparedness of naval assets, especially involving aging assets 
as they are getting obsolete, and technological development." 

On piracy threats especially in the Straits of Melaka, he 
said naval boats were intensifying patrols in identified hot 
spots besides conducting integrated operations jointly with 
maritime agencies from neighbouring countries. 
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13. Pakistan Test-Fires Improved Shaheen-1 Missile 
(DEFENSE NEWS 25 APR 12) ... Usman Ansari 

ISLAMABAD — Pakistan tested an improved variant of 
its Shaheen-1 solid-fueled ballistic missile on April 25, the 
military’s Inter Services Press Release (ISPR) said. But 
official statements were vague on just what the improvements 
were. 

The intermediate range HATF-4 (Vengeance-
IV)/Shaheen-1A “is an improved version of Shaheen-1 with 
improvements in range and technical parameters. It is capable 
of carrying nuclear and conventional warheads,” according to 
the military’s statement. 

The missile was test-fired to impact at a point in the 
Arabian Sea, with a high degree of accuracy, the military said. 

The test was witnessed by the director-general of the 
Strategic Plans Division, retired Lt. Gen. Khalid Ahmed 
Kidwai, who congratulated the scientists involved in its 
preparation. The Shaheen-1A “will further consolidate and 
strengthen Pakistan’s deterrence abilities,” he said. 

No ISPR spokesman was available to clarify what 
improvements in “technical parameters” the military’s 
statement referred to, and analysts could only speculate. 

“It’s impossible to say what the improvements are, but if 
there is indeed a longer range, this is important, as it brings 
eastern India further into the ring of vulnerability,” said Brian 
Cloughley, a former Australian defense attaché to Islamabad. 

Analysts “can’t expect to be given specifics” on a “highly 
classified program” like this one, Cloughley said, but he 
believes the test is “part of the ongoing development process, 
and we can assume that various tweaks will have been 
administered.” 

Mansoor Ahmed, lecturer at the Department of Defence 
and Strategic Studies at Islamabad’s Quaid-e-Azam 
University, and an expert on Pakistan’s nuclear and missile 
programs, agreed this is “an ongoing modernization of 
[Pakistan’s] missile capabilities.” 

“Improved range, performance and technical parameters 
of the missile implies that the system is being upgraded to 
reduce circular error probability for achieving more accuracy,” 
he said. 

Despite some speculation in the local media, Ahmed said 
it is unlikely that the range of the Shaheen-1A has been 
increased to 1,000 kilometers from the Shaheen-1’s 750 
kilometers. 

But a smaller, lighter warhead could deliver an 
improvement in range, he said, and this could imply a switch 
from a heavier, and bulkier uranium device to a lighter, more 
compact but more destructive plutonium warhead. There may 
also be other factors at play. 

“More significantly, the primary addition to the missile’s 
capability could be a more sophisticated nuclear or 
conventional warhead that can penetrate any Indian anti-
missile defenses and strike critical counter-value targets,” 
Ahmed said. 

He stressed, however, that though such developments are 
within Pakistan’s capabilities, he could only speculate until 
further information is made available. 

Ahmed also cautioned against linking this test-firing to 
India’s April 19 missile test. 

“This particular test should not be taken as a knee-jerk 
response to India’s testing of the 5,000-kilometer Agni-5 for 
which longer-range Shaheen missiles exist and have been 
tested in the past,” he said. 

There have been consistent reports that a long-range 
Shaheen-3 missile is in development as a follow on from the 
claimed 2,500-kilometer range Shaheen-2, but Cloughley 
doubts this will be revealed any time soon. 

“I don’t think there will be a Shaheen-3 in the near future. 
The missile program is comprehensive as it is, and seems to 
cover all Pakistan’s requirements,” he said. 
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14. Russian Warships To Get NATO Communications Equipment 
(RIA NOVOSTI 25 APR 12) 

BRUSSELS -- Russian warships will be equipped with 
NATO navigation and communications systems to improve 
coordination in anti-piracy missions around the world, Chief 

of the Russian General Staff Nikolai Makarov said on 
Wednesday. 

The issue has been discussed during a meeting of the 
NATO-Russia Council in Brussels. 
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“We decided to install standard NATO navigation and 
communications systems on our warships,” Makarov said. 

NATO warships have been patrolling the pirate-infested 
waters off the Somali coast since 2008, as part of Operation 
Ocean Shield. NATO has recently extended its mission in the 
Gulf of Aden and adjacent areas until 2014. 

Russia joined the international anti-piracy mission in the 
region in 2008. Russian warships have successfully escorted 

more than 130 commercial vessels from various countries 
since then. 

Task forces from the Russian Navy, usually led by 
Udaloy class destroyers, operate in the area on a rotating basis. 

A task force from Russia’s Northern Fleet, led by the 
Udaloy class destroyer Vice Admiral Kulakov, will arrive in 
the Gulf of Aden in the beginning of May to join the anti-
piracy mission. 
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15. Ukrainian Submarine Sails For Sea Trials 
(RIA NOVOSTI 25 APR 12) 

KIEV - Ukraine’s only submarine, the Zaporozhye, has 
left the port of Sevastopol on the Black Sea for sea trials for 
the first time after many years of repairs. 

The Soviet-era Foxtrot class (Project 641) diesel-electric 
submarine stood grounded at a dock in Sevastopol for years 
without repair and became a symbol of the demise of 
Ukraine’s navy. 

Russian engineers repaired and serviced the submarine 
and a crew of Ukrainian submariners was trained at Russian 
naval bases. 

“The sea trials of the Zaporozhye submarine is an 
important event for the Ukrainian navy,” Defense Minister 

Dmytro Salamatin said. “Successful sea trials will ensure the 
revival of Ukraine’s submarine fleet.” 

The trials, scheduled until April 27, will test the 
submarine’s power plant and other key equipment while 
sailing on surface. 

Though the submarine was built 40 years ago, the vessel 
has been upgraded with new equipment and will certainly 
raise the combat capability of the Ukrainian navy. 

Submarines of this type are most efficient in the Black 
Sea as they feature low radar and noise signatures. 

Russia, Bulgaria, and Romania also have one submarine 
each in the Black Sea. 
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16. Brazil Would Get Tech Transfer In Boeing Buy: Panetta 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 25 APR 12) ... Jordi Zamora 

RIO DE JANEIRO — Brazil will get U.S. advanced 
technology transfer if it buys Boeing’s F/A-18 Super Hornet 
fighter jet to upgrade its air force, visiting U.S. Defense 
Secretary Leon Panetta said April 25. 

The F/A-18 Super Hornet is up against the Rafale fighter, 
made by French firm Dassault Aviation, and Swedish 
manufacturer Saab’s Gripen for Brazil’s contract for 36 multi-
role combat aircraft valued at between $4 billion and $7 
billion. 

Brazil, Latin America’s dominant power and the world’s 
sixth largest economy, is now insisting on technology transfer 
in all its defense agreements. 

In a clear sign of Washington’s desire to win the lucrative 
contract, Panetta said: “This offer, which has the strong 
support of the U.S. Congress, contains an unprecedented 
advanced technology sharing that is reserved for only our 
closest allies and partners.” 

In an address to a military academy, Panetta added: “This 
offer is about much more than providing Brazil with the best 
fighter available. With the Super Hornet, Brazil’s defense and 
aviation industries would be able to transform their 
partnerships with U.S. companies, and they would have the 
best opportunity to plug into worldwide markets.” 

On its first visit to Brazil since he was appointed in 2011, 
Panetta held talks with his Brazilian counterpart Celso 
Amorim in Brasilia on April 24. 

The two inaugurated the new Defense Cooperation 
Dialogue, which was agreed to during President Dilma 
Rousseff’s recent visit to Washington. 

Amorim made clear after meeting Panetta that Brasilia’s 
main interest was securing technology transfer from the new 
alliance proposed by Washington. 

Panetta also said Washington welcomed Brazil’s rise as a 
global power. 

“This is a relationship between two global powers, and we 
welcome Brazil’s growing strength. We support Brazil as a 
global leader and seek closer defense cooperation,” he noted. 

“We won’t agree on every matter — no two countries, not 
even the closest allies, ever do. But I do believe that our 
common interests are so great, and the possibilities that come 
from our cooperation are so tangible, that we must seize this 
opportunity to build a stronger defense partnership for the 
future.” 

In addition to technology transfer, Brasilia also wants 
some of the jet fighters to be assembled on its home turf, 
which according to analysts might favor the Rafale. 

In a related development, France’s Rafale International 
consortium signed three agreements with southern Brazilian 
firms to broaden its technological cooperation if Brasilia picks 
the Rafale, Jean-Marc Merialdo, head of Dassault’s Brazilian 
unit, said. 

“We are taking another step to broaden our cooperation,” 
he told AFP from Porto Alegre. 

Since late 2010, the consortium has already organized 
four seminars in several Brazilian cities to widen its range of 
partners should the Rafale be selected for Brazil’s air force 
upgrade. 

France is offering full technology transfers in its bid to 
win the contract. 

Meanwhile, Brasilia was irked by the recent U.S. 
cancelation of a $380 million contract with Embraer to buy 20 
AT-29 Super Tucano aircraft from Embraer for Afghan forces. 

Embraer and its U.S. partner, Sierra Nevada, were 
awarded the contract in December but the U.S. Air Force 
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called off the deal in February after a legal challenge from 
rival Hawker Beechcraft Corp. 

The Pentagon has called for a new round of bidding for 
the contract, but in any case, the equipment will not be 
delivered before 2014. 

The Brazilian-U.S. dialogue is also meant to resolve other 
issues such as the U.S. decision in 2008 to reactivate its 4th 

Fleet in the South Atlantic, a strategic and resource-rich area 
where regional countries do not want any external military 
presence. 

Panetta on April 23 began his first Latin America tour in 
Colombia and was also to visit Chile after Brazil in a bid to 
boost military cooperation and regional security ties. 
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PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
17. NPC's Fleet Engagement Team To Visit Guam, Korea 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 25 APR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Andrea Perez, Navy Personnel Command Public 
Affairs 

MILLINGTON, Tenn. -- Navy Personnel Command's 
(NPC) fleet engagement team is scheduled to meet with 
Sailors, families and leadership to discuss programs and 
initiatives affecting the careers of 21st Century Sailors April 
30 - May 4 in Korea and Guam. 

"The visit is intended to help Sailors and command 
leadership understand current manpower issues and programs, 
as well as promote the professional and personal development 
of our Sailors," said Capt. Steven Holmes, director, 
community management branch, Bureau of Naval Personnel. 

The briefs will provide background on Navy force 
shaping initiatives and upcoming command and Sailor actions. 
In a leadership-only session following the all-hands briefs, the 
team will discuss efforts to address future manning issues in 
more detail. 

The team is composed of representatives from the NPC 
enlisted distribution division, enlisted community 
management division and career management department. 
They will conduct all-hands briefs on board Commander, U.S. 
Naval Forces Korea April 30, Commander Fleet Activities 
Chinhae May 1, Naval Base Guam May 3, and Anderson Air 
Force Base and the submarine tender USS Emory S. Land 
(AS-39) May 4. 

All Sailors, families, career counselors and command 
leadership teams are encouraged to attend. Sailors should 
contact their command career counselor for local briefing 
times and locations. 

The Navy will conduct additional fleet engagement visits 
to Florida, Italy and San Diego in the coming months. Dates 
will be released as they become available. 
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18. SPAWAR, Systems Commands Partner To Host Mentoring Event For Transitioning Service 
Members 

(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 25 APR 12) ... Tina C. Stillions, Space and Naval Warfare Systems Command Public Affairs 
SAN DIEGO -- Space and Naval Warfare Systems 

Command (SPAWAR) partnered with Naval Air Systems 
Command, Naval Sea Systems Command and Commander, 
Navy Region Southwest for a first-ever joint mentoring event 
for transitioning service members at the Marine Corps 
Recruiting Depot (MCRD) April 24. 

The event was developed as a coordinated effort between 
the systems commands and the region to provide resources, 
mentoring and networking opportunities for transitioning 
Sailors and Marines in San Diego. 

SPAWAR Commander Rear Adm. Patrick Brady 
provided opening remarks and reiterated the importance of 
networking and mentoring as a career strategy. 

"Events like this are important because you didn't become 
a member of our Navy or Marine Corps on your own. You had 
mentors going into the service and you need them as you 
leave," said Brady. "For those of us here today, we know how 
important it is to help you transition from your military life 
back into civilian life again." 

After opening remarks by Brady, more than half the 
attendees at the event on MCRD boarded a bus for a tour of 
the SPAWAR Headquarters facility in continuation of the 
networking and mentoring activities. 

Mark Blocksom, a volunteer from SPAWAR Systems 
Center Pacific and one of the events coordinators and 
speakers, discussed his own experience as a transitioning 

service member 17 years earlier. He described some of his 
challenges and assured the attendees that they had picked up 
valuable, transferrable knowledge, skills and ability 
throughout their military careers. At the networking session 
afterwards, he talked with a few of the Sailors and Marines 
about the command. 

"I see a real opportunity today to help our Sailors and 
Marine transition and find careers that will support the 
warfighter," said Blocksom. "Most of the folks at today's event 
came over to the SPAWAR facility to find out what we do. 
There are a lot of one-on-one discussions and meaningful 
conversations occurring today on how to transition out of the 
military, what skills are needed to work at SPAWAR and how 
that may fit into their overall civilian career plan." 

Comprised of volunteers from various divisions within 
the command, the mentors provided advice and guidance on 
transitioning from a military to civilian career and discussed 
such topics as resume preparation, job search techniques, the 
importance of networking and the associated skills required 
performing the type of work done at SPAWAR. 

SPAWAR is partnering with the other systems commands 
in the region as part of a hiring initiative to help transitioning 
service members find employment as they prepare to leave the 
military said Command Master Chief Octavia Harris, who will 
be transitioning to the civilian world after 30 years of service 
to her country. 
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"I've had a great military career and will be leaving the 
Navy next month," said Harris. "I certainly understand the 
importance of networking and the value mentoring can 

provide to those of us transitioning to the civilian world. I 
know that having a toolkit full of resources and contacts can 
help facilitate and smooth that process." 
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19. AUSN Hosts Spring 2012 Navy Now Forum 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 25 APR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Mikelle D. Smith, Defense Media Activity 

WASHINGTON D.C. -- The Spring 2012 Navy Now 
Forum networking luncheon was held at the Ronald Reagan 
Building and International Trade Center April 25. 

Commander, Naval Air Systems Command Vice Adm. 
David Architzel was the guest speaker for the event. The event 
focused on the Navy's current and future endeavors, plans for 
delivery and integration of war fighting capabilities, reduction 
of total ownership and acquisition cost, and the development 
and implementation of long range workforce strategies. 

"We know that naval aviation faces some significant 
challenges," said Architzel. "Right now we are open more than 
ever to ideas that will challenge the status quo. Anything that 
allows our Navy and Marine Corps to operate more efficiently 
in a resource constrained environment is something that we 
want to hear." 

Architzel also touched on the Navy's execution in helping 
Navy personnel find employment during their transition from 
military to civilian life. He also stressed the importance of 
making sure that Sailors are constantly included in the overall 
functionality of the naval aviation fleet. 

"My NAVAIR force works hard at every challenge and I 
see it every day," said Architzel. "I look to junior engineers 
who come to me every day and they can explain systems down 

to the smallest detail of what is there. They have researched it, 
they own it, and they want to be accountable because it is their 
program and their ideas. We have the obligation to see the 
invisible. It all comes down to two things: knowing what 
needs to be done and what the state of possible is." 

The event, sponsored by the Association of the United 
States Navy (AUSN), gives senior Navy officials and business 
leaders the opportunity to enhance and develop relationships 
that will strengthen current and future functions of the Navy. 

"Our goal has always been to be an advocate for Sailors, 
and one way we can make sure they are receiving up-to-date 
information is having gatherings such as this to educate and 
share," said AUSN Executive Director Rear Adm. (Ret.) 
Casey Coane. "When we have opportunities to Capitol Hill to 
advocate for the Navy we are talking about the equipment that 
the CNO [chief of naval operations] says he needs to maintain, 
train and equip, so that we can continue ensuring the best goes 
in and comes out of our naval force." 

This was the fifth Navy Now forum held by AUSN. The 
association has been active since 1957 and their mission is to 
advance interests of all members of the Navy community by 
supporting personal and professional needs of Sailors. 
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20. House Panel To Approve 1.7 Percent 2013 Raise 
(NAVY TIMES 25 APR 12) ... Rick Maze 

A House subcommittee is prepared to say “yes” to a 1.7 
percent military pay raise but “no way” to the Obama 
administration’s plans to significantly hike Tricare fees for 
military retirees and their families. 

The military personnel panel of the House Armed 
Services Committee also is unwilling to create an independent 
panel to recommend an overhaul of military retired pay. Their 
chief objection: the Defense Department’s demand that the 
commission’s recommendations be put on a fast track to 
approval, limiting the ability of Congress to make changes, 
according to draft legislation unveiled Wednesday. 

Headed by Rep. Joe Wilson, R-S.C., the personnel panel 
is scheduled to meet Thursday morning to pass its portion of 
the 2013 defense authorization bill, starting a legislative 
process expected to last until at least Oct. 1, the start of the 
fiscal year, and possibly longer if election-year politics 
interfere with details. 

The Senate Armed Services Committee won’t start 
writing its version of the bill until late May. 

There is no partisan disagreement about providing a 1.7 
percent increase in basic pay and drill pay for service 
members, even at a time when federal civilian employees, and 
probably members of Congress, will have their pay frozen in 
the name of deficit reduction. 

The 1.7 percent raise, effective Jan. 1, is the amount 
requested by the Obama administration to match a federal pay 
formula that calls for military raises to equal the average 
increase in the private sector. 

The parties also agree on ignoring a Pentagon request to 
raise Tricare fees for retirees. Instead of fee hikes, the draft 
legislation includes a statement justifying the generous health 
care benefits for retirees. The statement, a nonbonding sense 
of Congress, says “career members of the uniformed services 
and their families endure unique and extraordinary demands 
and make extraordinary sacrifices over the course of a 20- to 
30-year career in protecting freedom for all Americans.” It 
also says, “Those decades of sacrifice constitute a significant 
pre-paid premium for health care during a career member’s 
retirement that is over and above what the member pays with 
money.” 

No mention is made of the Pentagon’s proposal to create a 
nine-member independent commission to recommend ways to 
cut costs for military retired pay. Wilson and other members 
of the personnel panel have made clear they object to the 
Pentagon’s request that Congress have only an up or down 
vote on final recommendations, without any opportunity for 
change. 
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21. Personnel Chiefs Lobby For Tricare Fee Hikes 
(NAVY TIMES 25 APR 12) ... Rick Maze 

Service personnel officials continued Wednesday to press 
for higher out-of-pocket Tricare health insurance fees for 
retirees and their families, although a key congressional panel 
is ready to throw cold water on the plan. 

Testifying before the Senate Armed Services Committee’s 
personnel subcommittee, the Army’s top personnel official 
said Tricare “is a superb health benefit, one of the best in the 
country” but the time has come to scale back. 

“Just as in all areas of the defense budget, we need to 
make decisions that preserve a strong benefit yet reflect the 
fiscal realities of the times,” said Thomas Lamont, the 
assistant Army secretary for manpower and reserve affairs. 

“The proposed Tricare fees reflect appropriate 
adjustments, and the Tricare benefit will remain on of the 
finest and most generous health benefits available in the 
country,” said Juan Garcia, the assistant Navy secretary for 
manpower and reserve affairs. 

Air Force witnesses made no specific mention of Tricare 
fees at the Senate hearing. 

Hours earlier, the military personnel subcommittee if the 
House Armed Services Committee unveiled its tentative plans 

for the 2013 defense authorization bill, which do not include 
the Pentagon’s proposal to begin charging an annual 
enrollment fee for Tricare for Life benefits and to increase 
Tricare fees for working-age retirees with a new, income-
based fee schedule that could dramatically raise out-of-pocket 
costs. 

By not including the Pentagon’s Tricare proposal, the 
House bill would prevent fees from increasing by more than 
the cost-of-living adjustment in military retired pay — the 
limit set by Congress in the 2012 defense authorization bill. 

The House panel will formally meet Thursday to approve 
its portion of the 2013 defense policy bill, marking the first 
stage of a lengthy legislative process that gives the Defense 
Department more opportunities to try to get the Tricare fee 
increases approved. However, it may not be easy. 

Sen. Jim Webb, D-Va., chairman of the Senate’s 
personnel panel, opposes the fee hikes, and so do other 
members of his subcommittee. Webb’s panel will make its 
formal recommendations on the 2013 budget in late May. 
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22. Bill Would Increase Retirement Pay-Ins 
Contributions from workers would rise by 5 percentage points 
(WASHINGTON POST 26 APR 12) ... Eric Yoder 

Federal workers would have to pay more of their salaries 
toward their retirement benefits — an increase of five 
percentage points, phased in over five years starting in 2013 
— under legislation set to be considered Thursday in the 
House committee that handles employee benefit issues. 

Under the bill before the House Oversight and 
Government Reform Committee, current employees would 
pay 1.5 percentage points more next year, 0.5 point more in 
2014 and one point more each year from 2015 to 2017. 

Those hired into the government in 2013 and later, and 
who had fewer than five years of prior federal service, would 
pay the entire five-percentage-point increase from the 
beginning of their employment. 

“Like Social Security, the Civil Service Retirement and 
Disability Fund is not a store of wealth, it’s a line on the 
Treasury’s ledger,” committee Chairman Darrell Issa (R-
Calif.) said in a statement. “If the federal government’s out of 
control spending is not curbed, these accounts will prove just 
how empty they really are — we need to secure these earned 
employee benefits and reduce the deficit at the same time.” 

Under the proposal, members of Congress and their 
staffers also would pay more toward their retirement benefits 
under either of the main federal retirement systems: the Civil 
Service Retirement System and the Federal Employees 
Retirement System. For lawmakers, the required contribution 
of salary would increase by 8.5 percentage points under either 
system; for their staff members, it would rise by 8.5 points 
under the CSRS or 7.5 points under the FERS. 

Currently, employees under the CSRS, which mainly 
covers those first hired before 1984, generally pay 7 percent of 
their salaries toward their civil service benefits. Those under 
the FERS generally pay 0.8 percent toward a civil service 
benefit plus the standard Social Security contribution — 

typically 6.2 percent. (It was 4.2 percent in 2011 and 2012.) 
Some employees, mainly in law enforcement, as well as 
members of Congress and their staff members, pay slightly 
more and receive enhanced benefits. 

The oversight committee is taking up the measure under a 
House budget resolution ordering the panel to find $79 billion 
in savings over 10 years in programs under its jurisdiction. No 
comparable legislation is expected in the Senate, which does 
not plan to enact a similar resolution. However, the idea of 
raising employee contributions has surfaced in many other 
bills. 

The oversight committee’s bill is virtually certain to draw 
opposition from employee organizations and some members 
of Congress who argue that federal workers have contributed 
enough toward deficit reduction. Federal salary rates were 
frozen for 2011 and 2012 at 2010 levels, although certain 
types of raises are still allowed. 

Previously, an increase in contributions of 2.3 percentage 
points was ordered for those hired by the government starting 
next year who have fewer than five years of prior service. That 
increase would be included in the five-percentage-point rise in 
the committee’s bill. 

In a letter sent to the committee Wednesday afternoon, the 
American Federation of Government Employees urged that 
the plan be rejected. The group said a higher contribution 
requirement amounts to a tax increase that will cause many 
employees to reduce their savings in the 401(k)-style Thrift 
Savings Plan, in turn reducing the matching contributions the 
government pays for investors under the FERS. “Employees 
will pay far more now and are virtually guaranteed to receive 
much less when they retire,” the letter said. 

The bill also would eliminate, for most of those hired into 
the government starting next year, a supplemental benefit 



 18

under the FERS for those who choose to retire before age 62. 
That supplement duplicates the value of the Social Security 
benefit earned while under the FERS until the retiree becomes 

eligible for Social Security. New employees who are subject 
to mandatory retirement before age 62, primarily law 
enforcement officers, could still receive the supplement. 
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23. Team Navy/Coast Guard Kick Off 2012 Warrior Games Training Week 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 25 APR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Katherine Hofman, Chief of Naval Personnel Public 
Affairs 

COLORADO SPRINGS, Colo. -- The Team Navy/Coast 
Guard warrior athletes competing in the 2012 Warrior Games 
began a week of pre-competition training in Colorado Springs, 
Colo. utilizing training facilities at the U.S. Air Force 
Academy, Peterson Air Force Base, and other local venues, 
April 24. 

The one-week training camp will help the athletes 
acclimate to the 7,000-foot altitude and team build, both 
essentials when competing for gold against more than 200 
service member athletes from the Army, Marine Corps, and 
Air Force, Special Operations Command, and the United 
Kingdom. 

Navy Safe Harbor care manager Lt. Branden Marty said 
there are difficulties the athletes have during the training 
camp. "They are tired having come off flights and just getting 
used to being here. The first day is tough - they are tired. The 
rust was falling off." 

It was Hospital Corpsman 3rd Class Redmond Ramos' 
first experience in a competitive setting. 

"Today was the first time we got to work with our relay 
partners," said Ramos. "Most of us have not really done a 
relay before let alone with each other, and on a full scale. We 
are training where we will be doing our competition. We 
finally know what it will be like." 

Culinary Specialist Seaman Judi Boyce appreciated the 
organization and time that was taken into putting together the 
practice schedule. "I like the idea that you only have three 
events per day to practice, so you feel like you are doing more 
with your time. I'm finally going to bring home a medal," said 
Boyce. 

The positive influence on the athletes' performance and 
attitude during training camp is seen by the coaches and Navy 
Safe Harbor staff. 

"It's tune-up and sharpening-up time. We had a good start 
today," said Team Navy/Coast Guard track and field coach 

Teri Jordan. "The guys and gals came in fit and worked hard," 
said Jordan. 

Lenora Weatherford, Navy Safe Harbor operational 
support officer, enjoyed watching the athletes come together 
as a support team for each other. "I can see how they have 
gelled as a family. They are coping with things that come up. 
When one of them needs help, they step in to help each other 
and give positive reinforcement." 

"It's like the old saying, 'I got your back,'" said 
Weatherford. 

Team Navy/Coast Guard coaches and staff all have 
focused their attention toward giving the athletes of the 2012 
Warrior Games a chance to showcase their abilities. 

In her first year of Warrior Game competition Gunner's 
Mate 1st Class Jeannette Tarqueno appreciated the chance to 
participate. "I love sports and have always been sort of an 
athlete so to have an opportunity to actually compete in the 
[Warrior] Games is great." 

The third annual Warrior Games are scheduled May 1-5, 
utilizing training facilities located at the U.S. Air Force 
Academy and the U.S. Olympic Training Center. The Warrior 
Games is a paralympic-style event where seriously wounded, 
ill, and injured service members from the U.S. Army, Navy, 
Air Force, Marine Corps, and Coast Guard compete in 
archery, cycling, basketball, shooting, swimming, track and 
field and volleyball during the weeklong games. 

The thirty-five warrior athletes of Team Navy/Coast 
Guard are sponsored by Navy Safe Harbor, the Navy and 
Coast Guard's wounded warrior support program, a key 
component of the Department of the Navy's 21st Century 
Sailor and Marine initiative. 

The 21st Century Sailor and Marine initiative 
consolidates a set of objectives and policies, new and existing, 
to maximize Sailor and Marine personal readiness, build 
resiliency and hone the most combat-effective force in the 
history of the Department of the Navy. 
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24. Navy Boxer Benjamin Dobbs Wants To Be The Best 
Having faced the best, boxer Benjamin Dobbs wants to be the best 
(KITSAP (WA) SUN 24 APR 12) ... Terry Mosher 

PORT ORCHARD — Amateur heavyweight boxer 
Benjamin Dobbs threw quick punches, a sharp left hook and a 
straight right, into the boxing mitts of coach Mark Romo. A 
poster of Muhammad Ali standing over the fallen Sonny 
Listen stood guard over the pair sparring in the boxing ring at 
Cal Gilbert's Boxing Academy. 

Mark's father, Louie Romo, who owns the building and 
has been in and out of amateur boxing dating back to the 
1970s, stood ringside and basked in the rising shadow of 
Dobbs, a Navy man who will box in the week-long Golden 
Gloves National Championships, which start on Sunday in 
Mesquite, Nev. 

Dobbs, 31, is a 6-foot-2, 188-pound heavyweight 
stationed on the USS Ronald Reagan. He's made it through 
two previous qualifying stages of Golden Gloves and is now 
on the cusp of winning a national title. 

Dobbs doesn't have a fancy record (11-10), but he's never 
had a boxing coach before, and since joining up with the 
Romos has shown remarkable improvement. He has won his 
last four bouts, three by knockout. 

"He kicked butt at the Tacoma Golden Gloves and won 
the Golden Boy Award," Mark Romo said of Dobbs, who 
grew up in Indianapolis, Ind. "He had two fights and knocked 
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the first guy out in the second round and next guy in the third 
round." 

That put Dobbs into the Golden Gloves Regional 
Tournament at South Point Hotel & Casino in Las Vegas, 
where he became the first local boxer to advance to the 
Golden Gloves nationals since Mark Romo did it in 1989 and 
1991 (Romo reached the quarterfinals as a 139-pounder in 
Miami). 

Louie Romo turned the gym at his Port Orchard home 
into a training facility in 1985, and it is where Dobbs has been 
training for the last two-and-a-half months. Mark Romo, who 
has stepped back into the boxing scene after some time away 
from it, is training him. 

Mark now carries 280-pounds on his frame and works up 
a good sweat while letting Dobbs pound away with lightening 
fast jabs, hooks and straight rights into the training mitts that 
are used as targets. 

Dobbs has come a long way in the fight game. He started 
out in 2004, five years after graduating from North Central 
High School in Indianapolis. 

"My first fight, oh my gosh, the honest truth, I lost my 
first fight," said Dobbs, who is a Petty Officer Second Class 
with the Navy and works in mass communications. "And I lost 
my first fight by forfeit. You know what, it was just flat-out 
fear. There is no other reason why you would quit a fight. 

"I believe that just as high as a person can achieve and be 
a champion, they can go in the opposite direction as well. The 
gambit goes in both directions. I really had to learn how to 
buckle down and be tough, and do things right. Right now I'm 
regional champion and own three state titles (Washington, 
Oregon, Nevada), but it's definitely something that had to be 
developed. I think I had natural skills, but in boxing it's the 
mental aspect that separates the winner from the loser. 

"When I had the first fight, I was not accustomed to 
having that mental maturity to stay in the fight, and to bring 
the fight to that opponent. It was a learning experience for me. 
I know I have come a long way, but I'm still embarrassed by 
that fight." 

In the fight game it's not enough to have natural skills. A 
boxer has to learn how to move from side to side, protect the 
chin, attack from different angles, slip punches, develop 
leverage on punches, set up opponents, and more. 

That's what Mark Romo has been working with Dobbs on. 
"He listens very well," Romo sasid. "He tries to do what 

we tell him and is a hard worker." 
Dobbs comes from a solid family. 
"You know what, my life was pretty easy," said the 

youngest of five children of Roy and Sharon Dobbs. "I had 
two parents who really loved me and raised me right. My 
family was into sports. Two of my sisters ran track in college 
and both played basketball. My brother (Roy Dobbs Jr.) is a 
principal at a high school in Indianapolis." 

Dobbs played basketball through middle school, but didn't 
play in high school for a team that won a state championship. 

Along the way he became a big fan of boxing, of Mike Tyson 
in particular. 

"All through my life I played video games, watched fights 
on pay-per-view, (then I) went to a couple pro fights and 
started to think, 'Hey, I can do this,'" said Dobbs. 

He enrolled at Indiana University-Purdue University 
Indianapolis, but found it difficult to juggle school, two jobs 
and a budding boxing career. He left school and joined the 
Navy to build a career and restore some stability to his life, 
while continuing with his boxing career. 

After his embarrassing first fight, Dobbs got the hang of 
it. But wins didn't come easily. He fought against some tough 
amateurs, including Dorian "The Truth" Anthony — a national 
champion and the only fighter to register a knockout win over 
Dobbs. 

"It was the first round," recalls Dobbs. "It was rough. But 
it was the only time I have been knocked out. But it's part of 
my story, part of the mix. When you are making a cake, it's 
one of those ingredients." 

He lost a close decision to Javier "The Monster" Torres, 
who was on the 2008 Mexican Olympic Boxing team, in his 
next fight — a Navy box-off at Port Hueneme, CA. 

"The fight was very, very close, and he won a tie-
breaker," he said. "That fight gave me a lot of confidence 
because I came back from a knockout loss, an embarrassing 
knockout loss, and I fought an Olympian and I went the 
distance." 

Dobbs' next fight was against Army's Jeffrey Spencer, 
another national champion, and he lost 18-4 in the 2009 
Armed Forces Boxing Championships held at Fort Huachuca, 
Az. 

Dobbs, now in his eighth year as a boxer, has learned 
from those setbacks. 

"People, they might underestimate me," Dobbs says. 
"They don't understand my maturation process. I went against 
U.S. national champions, Mexican Olympian, military 
champions, and while I have taken losses, I'm actually taking 
victories from those losses and taken the lessons I have 
learned in against lesser opponents." 

The experience of going against the best and the coaching 
he is now getting from the Romos has given him the 
confidence he needs to do well at the Golden Gloves 
Nationals. 

"I think I'm on the right path and I want to keep things 
rolling," Dobbs said. "I'm just living in the moment. Nobody 
knows when their last breath is coming, so I'm living in the 
moment. The only thing that matters to me is my next fight, 
my next opponent." 

Dobbs' goal is to fight until he's 35, then transition into 
being a coach. 

"There are so many great fighters in the Golden Gloves. I 
know I might run into the next future great Hall of Fame 
fighter in this tournament, but my goal is to make a big dent in 
this tournament and maybe win it all," he said. "I don't want to 
disappoint Navy Pride." 

Return to Index 
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25. Rape Accuser Takes Stand In Mid’s Court-Martial 
(NAVY TIMES 25 APR 12) ... Sam Fellman 

In emotional testimony Tuesday that paused occasionally 
amid sobs, a female ensign described her alleged sexual 
assault in 2010 by a male Naval Academy classmate in her 
Newport, R.I.,dorm room after she had blacked out from 
heavy drinking. 

She told the court that she was violently awoken in the 
early morning hours of Aug. 15, 2010, when her head was 
“thrashing” against a desk from the motions of Midshipman 
1st Class Matthew Cook, who was on top of her, having sex 
with her. This testimony came in the second day of the court-
martial at Washington Navy Yard, where Cook faces charges 
of rape and wrongful sexual contact. 

“My head was thrashing on the desk behind me,” she told 
the panel of seven officers and then began crying. Her face 
turned bright red. “I was just trying to find a way to get out.” 

While the alleged victim covered her face, Cook, a tall, 
muscular 24-year old, looked down and jotted into the 
notebook on the defense table before him. 

The alleged assault occurred on the second floor of the 
King Hall dormitory in Newport, where both Cook and the 
alleged victim were quartered while acting as trainers for the 
new Naval Academy Preparatory School students that 
summer. The room doors don’t lock from the outside. 

When the alleged victim arrived back in her room, she 
was very drunk from the nine to 12 alcoholic drinks she’d had 
that night and was confused to find Cook there. He asked her 
if she had a condom. She replied, “No.” Then he asked if she 
was on birth control. She replied, “Yes.” After that, she told 
the court, she blacked out. At some point later, she was briefly 
awoken when her head banged on the desk during the alleged 
assault. 

With the victim so far the sole witness to the alleged 
assault, the defense sought to undermine her credibility. They 
questioned why she had waited seven months to report the 
alleged incident and whether she could sufficiently recall 
enough from the night in question. They also sought to portray 
her as having changed her story over the months and 
insinuated this could be because she was embarrassed by the 
rumors that circulated afterwards. 

She rejected that assertion on the stand. 
“I was confused, I was embarrassed, I was humiliated,” 

she said of the morning when she awoke to find herself lying 
naked on her twin bed next to Cook, also naked, after another 
midshipman walked in on them. “I told him that he needed to 

get out and I didn’t want to see him when I got back to my 
room,” she said. 

She went into counseling afterwards, but said she changed 
her mind and decided to report the incident after telling her 
parents about it months later. 

“I finally told my parents what had happened and I 
wanted to hold him accountable,” she said. “I was suffering in 
silence.” 

As a policy, Navy Times does not identify the alleged 
victims of sexual assault without their consent. 

She and Cook had sat in a secluded gazebo two weeks 
prior to the alleged rape, she acknowledged, where she and 
Cook exchanged kisses. Cook also attempted to touch her 
genitals, but she stopped him at the time, she continued. 

Defense attorney Christopher Drewniak, in cross-
examination, said that she hadn’t reported the earlier incident 
to the Naval Criminal Investigative Service when she finally 
reported the alleged assault months later. And in an 
evidentiary hearing, he noted that her testimony Tuesday 
differed from an earlier statement to NCIS about whether 
Cook had ridden back with her to King Hall from the Rhino 
Bar in Newport before the alleged assault. 

After the alleged assault, Cook sent her a text message. 
They exchanged six total that day. 

An officer on the panel, in a written question, asked her 
why she had responded to the text from the man she suspected 
of raping her. 

“To see if he’d tell me his side of the story,” she replied. 
Whatever the verdict of the court-martial, the proceedings 

painted NAPS detailers in a poor light. 
Detailers at NAPs are academy midshipmen who are 

chosen to be role models for the candidates who attend the 
preparatory school in hopes of entering the academy a year 
later. 

But one former detailer testified Monday that these 
trainers frequently partied and drank heavily at bars after they 
finished training the new NAPS candidates and characterized 
Saturday, Aug. 14, 2010, “as a night like any other.” And 
another witness, an ensign who was then one of the top 
trainers at NAPS, said he didn’t report them even after 
walking in to find Cook and the female mid naked on her bed 
in the dormitory. 

“I didn’t know there were any issues with it,” said Ens. 
Jonathan Luetkenhoelter, who was then the battalion 
commander. 
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26. Coronado Navy Pilot Ambushed Murder Victims 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 25 APR 12) ... Pauline Repard 

CORONADO — A Navy pilot armed with a rifle and a 
pistol lay in wait upstairs for his roommate and two other 
people to enter a Coronado condominium on New Year’s Day, 
then he systematically shot and killed each one before killing 
himself, sheriff’s officials have concluded. 

Homicide detectives ended a four-month investigation 
unable to confirm a clear motive for the murders committed 
by John Robert Reeves, they said Wednesday. 

“Only one person knows the true motive — John Reeves 
— and he took that to the grave with him,” said sheriff’s 
homicide Capt. Duncan Fraser. 

Reeves, 25, a pilot in training at Miramar Marine Corps 
Air Station, went on the shooting rampage after a night 
celebrating the New Year in the Gaslamp Quarter with his 
roommate, fellow-pilot David Reis, 25, Reis’ sister, Karen 
Reis, 24, and another man whose name was never released by 
authorities. 
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Reeves was apparently “fixated” on Karen Reis, although 
the two were never in a relationship, Fraser said. 

About 2 a.m., Reeves and the Reis siblings returned to the 
Park Place condo with Matthew Saturley, 31, of Chula Vista, a 
financial analyst they met at the Altitude Sky Lounge. 

Reeves went inside first and grabbed his Springfield 
Armory M1 rifle and a Taurus .45-caliber pistol. 

“Reeves then went to the third floor, where he lay in 
wait,” sheriff’s spokeswoman Jan Caldwell said. 

She said Karen Reis and Saturley were a few minutes 
behind Reeves, and climbed the stairs to the third floor. When 
they stopped near a bedroom door, Reeves opened fire with 

his rifle first. He wounded Saturley several times in the upper 
torso. Karen Reis was shot in the face and chest. 

Both of them died where they fell. 
David Reis was still outside when he heard a volley of 

gunfire and his sister’s screams. He ran inside “without 
hesitation,” Caldwell said. 

“David made it to the second floor,” Caldwell said. 
“Reeves then shot David Reis three times with the Taurus 
handgun from above, striking David Reis in the left hand, 
thigh and in the back with the fatal round.” 

Reeves then shot himself in the head. 
Caldwell said Reeves did not fire any other guns that were 

found in the condo. 
Return to Index 
 
 

FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
27. LCS Vigorously Defended By U.S. Navy 
(DEFENSE NEWS 25 APR 12) ... Christopher P. Cavas 

The U.S. Navy struck back with uncharacteristic alacrity 
April 24, responding nearly overnight to a report by the 
Project on Government Oversight (POGO) released a day 
earlier that severely criticized the Littoral Combat Ship (LCS) 
program and, in particular, the first ship, the Freedom. 

Problems with the Lockheed Martin-built Freedom are 
“too outrageous to fathom,” POGO said, and the watchdog 
organization charged that the Navy had exhibited a “pattern of 
obfuscation” in detailing LCS issues. 

POGO’s report, however, while supported by a number of 
documents dating back several years that provided some 
additional detail into specific events, did not present any new 
issues that have not already been publicly discussed and, in 
many cases, presented in congressional testimony. 

The POGO report comes amidst a flurry of media reports 
that similarly criticized the LCS program for its troubled 
history, but did not reveal any new or unreported problems. 

POGO sent its report to the chairmen and ranking 
members of the House and Senate Armed Services 
committees. The Senate committee, according to the Navy, 
asked the service for a response, which it subsequently shared 
with others on Capitol Hill. 

Other significant lawmakers were contacted by phone to 
discuss the responses, the Navy said. 

“We take our responsibilities to our congressional 
oversight committees very seriously,” Chris Johnson, a 
spokesman for the Naval Sea Systems Command (NAVSEA), 
said when asked about the quickness of the response. He 
declined to elaborate. 

NAVSEA oversees construction and development of the 
LCS program. 

The Navy’s “information paper” sent to Congress is 
presented below, with some edits for clarity. Most of the 
original document’s punctuation and capitalization style is 
retained. 

——— 
DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE INFORMATION 

PAPER 
SERVICE/AGENCY: U.S. NAVY 
APPROPRIATION ACCOUNT: N/A 
BUDGET ACTIVITY: N/A 

SUBJECT: RFI 15911C3 Response to Project on 
Government Oversight (POGO) letter on LCS 

DATE: 24 April 2012 
Request: Information paper responding to items and 

deficiencies called out in the Project on Government 
Oversight (POGO) letter on LCS. Specifically, provide a 
response to each item calling out a program shortcoming. 

RESPONSE: The letter from the Project on Government 
Oversight (POGO) raises several issues — faulty quality 
assurance, cracking, and ship survivability. None of these 
issues are new. All have been addressed previously and the 
Navy has kept the Congressional oversight Committees 
informed on all of the issues in the timeframe in which they 
occurred. Specific issues raised in the letter are addressed in 
more detail below. 

ISSUE 1: “Your Committees have repeatedly questioned 
the utility and effectiveness of the Littoral Combat Ship (LCS) 
Program … constitute as much as half of the Navy’s surface 
fleet.” 

RESPONSE 1: In the Annual Report to Congress on 
Long-range Plan for Construction of Naval Vessels for fiscal 
2013, delivered to Congress on March 28, 2012, LCS accounts 
for approximately 22 percent of the 21st Century Battle Force 
of approximately 250 surface ships. 

ISSUE 2: “Senior Navy officials have publicly praised 
the LCS program. However, the Navy has been reluctant to 
share documents related to LCS vulnerabilities with entities 
such as the Pentagon’s Office of the Director of Operational 
Test and Evaluation (DOT&E).” 

RESPONSE 2: This is not correct. The LCS Program 
Office has been working in close coordination with the 
DOT&E community since the early days of the program. 
DOT&E has been an active member of the T&E Working 
level Integrated Program Teams (WIPTs) since 2004 and most 
recently at the [Office of the Secretary of Defense (OSD)] 
level in the milestone-related Integrating IPTs (IIPTs) and 
Overarching IPTs (OIPTs) that occurred in 2011. Draft Detail 
Design Integrated Survivability Assessment Reports 
(DDISAR) were provided to DOT&E in the second quarter of 
fiscal 2012 to initiate discussions while modeling results and 
shot line selections are completed. DOT&E is working with 
the program office to complete the DDISARs and move 
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toward developing Total Ship Survivability Trials (TSST) 
plans that assess Seaframe survivability in fiscal 2014. 
DOT&E will receive the final DDISARs prior to the planning 
and conduct of the TSSTs. Additionally, the LCS Program 
Office provided a draft of the 57mm Live Fire Test and 
Evaluation Management Plan to OSD/DOT&E on 29 March, 
and received comments on 3 April 2012. Comment resolution 
is in process. 

ISSUE 3: 

• “… (LCS-1, the first LCS ship) has been plagued by 
flawed designs and failed equipment since being 
commissioned, has at least 17 known cracks.” 

• “Before and during the ship’s second set of rough 
water trials in February 2011, 17 cracks were found 
on the ship’…” 

• “Another crack was discovered “below the waterline 
and is currently allowing water in... When discovered 
there was rust washing onto the painted surface. It is 
thought this is rust from the exposed crack surface. It 
is unknown how long this crack existed prior to being 
discovered.” 

• “Similarly, cracks in the deck plating and center 
walkway on the port side were mirrored by 
corresponding cracks on the starboard side. Fifteen 
experts, including a source within the Navy, have 
informed POGO that the cracks in nearly identical 
locations on opposite sides of the ship may be 
indicative of systematic design issues.” 

• “Last May, the LCS program manager issued near 
term operating guidance for LCS-1, which placed 
significant constraints on the ship’s safe operating 
envelope (SOE).” 

• “Specifically, the new guidance states that in rough 
water (sea state 7; 19.5- to 29.5-foot waves) with 
following seas, the ship cannot travel at speeds 
greater than 20 knots, and cannot travel into head 
seas at any speed. Even in calmer seas (sea state 5; 
8.2- to 13.1-foot waves) the ship’s peak speed into 
head seas is capped at 15 knots, relegating the Navy’s 
“cheetah of the seas” to freighter speeds.” 

RESPONSE 3: Speed restrictions for LCS 1 have been 
lifted. With regard to the cracking discussion, these are not 
new findings. LCS 1 has experienced minor structural issues. 
The details of the cracks found on LCS 1 were briefed to the 
defense committees, including the Senate Armed Services 
Committee (SASC) over a year ago (March 2011). All repairs 
were conducted using approved repair procedures and 
satisfactorily inspected by American Bureau of Shipping 
(ABS) and the appropriate Naval Technical Authority. 
Thorough analyses and reviews of the designs and 
construction documentation were conducted, with the goal of 
improved production processes. Design changes, as necessary, 
have been incorporated in future hulls to resolve noted issues. 
Production processes were modified as needed, to prevent 
future issues. These design changes were implemented into 
LCS 1 throughout her post delivery period, the ship has been 
approved to operate with the full scope of the approved Safe 
Operating Envelope (SOE) since completion of the repairs. 

ISSUE 4: “From the time the Navy accepted LCS-1 from 
Lockheed Martin on September 18, 2008, until the ship went 

into dry dock in the summer of 2011 — not even 1,000 days 
later — there were 640 chargeable equipment failures on the 
ship. On average then, something on the ship failed on two out 
of every three days.” 

RESPONSE 4: As with any ship, all equipment failures 
on LCS 1, regardless of how minor the impact to mission, 
have been meticulously tracked, and this data has been 
invaluable in improving the reliability of ship systems. The 
640 chargeable equipment failures from Ship Delivery until 
the summer dry docking, tracked in the LCS 1 Data 
Collection, Analysis, and Corrective Action System 
(DCACAS) represent all equipment failures to the ship for all 
systems (propulsion, combat systems, auxiliaries, habitability, 
C4I, etc) regardless of whether the equipment was repaired by 
the crew or off ship maintenance personnel. 

The 640 failures referenced include multiple failures on a 
piece of equipment (38 for the Main Propulsion Diesel 
Engine) and single failures to equipment (one Man Overboard 
Indicator). From the DCACAS report dated 31 Aug 2011, 
approximately 12 percent of the equipment failures since 
delivery can be attributed to the Ship Service Diesel 
Generators (SSDGs). In May 2010 the Navy and Lockheed 
Martin instituted a Product Improvement Program for the 
SSDG. The resulting effort increased Mean Time Between 
Failures (MBTF) for the equipment from less than 150 hours 
(October 2008) to over 500 hours (April 2011). 

This is a case of how the DCACAS data is used to 
improve the reliability of the ships early in the acquisition 
program. Overall the DCACAS data is a mechanism to 
evaluate every failure on the ship to determine if it can be 
attributed to infant mortality of the equipment, normal wear 
and tear for that equipment/component, or is a trend that needs 
to be addressed via design changes or reliability growth 
efforts. 

ISSUE 5: “Secretary of the Navy Raymond Mabus told 
the Senate Armed Services Committee in December 2010 that 
both variants of the LCS were performing well, and that 
“LCS–1, the Freedom, demonstrated some of the things we 
can expect during her maiden deployment earlier this year.” 
Then-Chief of Naval Operations Admiral Gary Roughead 
echoed this praise for the LCS-1, stating “I deployed LCS 
earlier than any other ship class to assure we were on the right 
path operationally. It is clear to me that we are.” 

RESPONSE 5: USS Freedom (LCS 1) arrived in San 
Diego on April 23, 2010, successfully completing her maiden 
deployment more than two years ahead of schedule and three 
to five years faster than conventional ship acquisition 
strategies. LCS 1 traveled 6,500 miles, transiting the Panama 
Canal. Highlights of operations in 3rd and 4th Fleet Areas of 
Responsibility include theater security cooperation port visits 
in Colombia, Panama, and Mexico, successful performance of 
strike group operations with the USS Carl Vinson Carrier 
Strike Group, joint maneuvers with the Mexican Navy, and 
counter-illicit trafficking patrols which resulted in 4 
interdictions yielding over 5 tons of cocaine, 2 seized vessels, 
and 9 suspected smugglers taken into custody. The second 
phase of the early deployment included LCS 1 participating in 
the bi-annual Rim of the Pacific (RIMPAC) exercise with 14 
other nations, 34 ships, 5 submarines, 100 aircraft and over 
20,000 personnel. The early deployment included the 
development of a coordinated logistics support plan. The 
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lessons learned from the LCS 1 deployment have provided 
critical data to inform the permanent support plan for the 55 
ships of the LCS class, as well as valuable information used in 
the construction of both LCS 3 and the Block buy ships. 

ISSUE 6: “Mabus and Roughead failed to mention that 
during the approximately two-month deployment when the 
ship traveled from Mayport, Florida, to its home port in San 
Diego, California, there were more than 80 equipment failures 
on the ship. These failures were not trivial, and placed the 
crew of the ship in undue danger. For example, on March 6, 
2010, while the ship was in the midst of counter-drug 
trafficking operations and reportedly “conducted four drug 
seizures, netting more than five tons of cocaine, detained nine 
suspected drug smugglers, and disabled two ‘go-fast’ drug 
vessels,” there was a darken ship event (the electricity on the 
entire ship went out), temporarily leaving the ship adrift at 
sea.” 

RESPONSE 6: Throughout its deployment, LCS 1 safely 
operated and conducted its mission. Few of the 80 equipment 
failures cited above were mission critical. The ship did 
experience a brief loss of power, however, it should be noted 
that many commercial and U.S. Navy vessels have periods of 
power loss due to plant set-up and operator control. In the 
event of power loss, there are specific U.S. Navy procedures 
documented in the Engineering Operational Sequencing 
System (EOSS) to quickly restore power throughout the ship. 
To address concerns documented with electric power 
generation, the LCS Program executed Electric Plant 
Reliability Improvement Programs on both ship designs to 
increase reliability of ship service diesel generators and the 
performance and management of the shipboard electrical 
systems. This has resulted in changes that have been 
implemented through post-delivery availabilities on LCS 1 
and LCS 2 as well as captured for LCS 3 and follow ships. 
Additionally, sensors were installed to monitor performance 
trends. 

ISSUE 7: “According to the DoD’s DOT&E FY 2011 
Annual Report, the LCS is “not expected to be survivable in a 
hostile combat environment.” 

RESPONSE 7: The LCS Ships are built to meet Joint 
Requirements Oversight Council-approved survivability 
requirements and include OPNAVINST 9070.1 Level 1 
Survivability standards [note: OPNAVINSTs are instructions 
issued with the office of the chief of naval operations]. The 
LCS design specifically includes Level 1 plus additional 
tailored survivability enhancements (“Level 1+”). LCS 
survivability depends on a combination of ship design, ship 
numbers, and ship CONOPS [concepts of operations] which 
says LCS will; 

• Operate as part of a networked battle force 

• Conduct independent operations only in low to 
medium threat scenarios 

• Operate as part of a networked battle force operation 
in high threat environments 

• Create Battle Space/Avoid being hit 

• Rely on networked battle force for threat attrition 

• Rely on overboard systems 

• Fight and survive if hit 

• Ship design: Accept ship mission kill; keep ship 
afloat and protect crew after hit 

• Battle force design: Maintain battle force fight-
through capability through LCS numbers and mission 
flexibility 

• Withdraw/reposition if hit 

LCS is designed to maintain essential mobility after a hit, 
allowing the ship to exit the battle area under its own power. 
The LCS systems allow ship’s crew to navigate and 
communicate while repositioning after a hit all the while 
utilizing numbers (of LCSs), and CONOPS as force 
multipliers. LCS incorporates survivability systems to perform 
required missions in the littoral with an emphasis on crew 
survival. 

ISSUE 8: “Sources close to LCS-1 have now told POGO 
that after more than six months in port, the ship has been back 
to sea just twice. The sources also informed us about critical 
problems that surfaced on the ship during those two outings: 
several vital components on the ship failed including, at some 
point in both trips, each of the four engines.” 

RESPONSE 8: LCS 1 had one of two gas turbines 
engines fail after over three years of operations (including 
post-delivery testing, fleet operations and ship early 
deployment). The root cause analysis of the engine failure 
revealed that the gas turbine intakes were allowing salt spray 
to be ingested into the engine intake structure during high seas 
evolutions, which lead to the eventual failure of a high 
pressure turbine blade. The salt water did not induce corrosion 
internal to the engine. However, it changed the air flow 
through the engine, which eventually led to the failure. As a 
result of the failure, a redesign of the intake structure along 
with improved mating seals was implemented on LCS 1 on 
post delivery and is in-line for LCS 3 and subsequent ships. 

ISSUE 9: “In addition, there were shaft seal failures 
during the last trip, which led to flooding.” 

RESPONSE 9: During February 2012 sea trials LCS 1 
suffered a failure of the port shaft mechanical seal (1 of 4 such 
seals). The remaining underway portion of the sea trial was 
ended and the ship returned to port unassisted. The failed 
boost shaft stern tube seal was analyzed by independent third 
party to gain insight into the failure. Repairs to the Port Boost 
Stern Tube Seal have been completed and the USS Freedom 
undocked on April 7. All other stern tube seals on FREEDOM 
were inspected and found not to have this issue. Due to 
manufacturing timelines and differences, it was determined 
that LCS 3 seals were not at risk of the same issue. In addition, 
LCS 3 seals have undergone extensive operation without 
failure. 

ISSUE 10: “The DOT&E’s FY 2011 Annual Report 
states that “[t]he program offices have not released any formal 
developmental T&E reports.” The report goes on to state that 
“the Navy should continue to report vulnerabilities discovered 
during live fire tests and analyses. Doing so will inform 
acquisition decisions as soon as possible in the procurement of 
the LCS class.” 

RESPONSE 10: The Navy is actively developing the 
required reports documenting the results of all the 
Developmental Testing that has occurred on LCS 1. Once 
completed, these reports will be delivered to DOT&E as 
required. 
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ISSUE 11: “The Navy has also repeatedly made 
significant changes to the program while giving Congress little 
time to evaluate these changes.” 

RESPONSE 11: Configuration change management has 
been a key factor in controlling program cost. After 
incorporation of lessons learned from the lead ships into 
follow ships, the Program Office has controlled the design 
baseline closely in order to manage risk and cost. 

The Program Office has captured and continues to capture 
data from these “first of class” vessels. The “first of class” 
discussion is an important perspective to add. USS Freedom 
(LCS 1) and USS Independence (LCS 2) not only are they 
“first of class” vessels but they were procured using research 
and development funds in a manner outside the bounds of 
previous ship programs. Previous combatant procurements 
leverage off of years of research and development, integration 

testing and validation of systems using surrogate platforms. 
Aegis Cruisers implemented a new combat system that was 
tested for over ten years on surrogate ships to a hull form that 
had already been tested and delivered. Aegis destroyers laid 
the same propulsion, power generation and combat system 
into a new hull form. All of these efforts did not preclude 
these ships from seeing “first of class” challenges. 

The LCS programs however, took measures to instrument 
and collect data on the hull designs, execute design 
reviews/design updates and implement those findings into the 
follow-on awards. In addition, those findings have led to 
upgrades and changes on LCS 1 and LCS 2 to ensure that 
these research and development hulls are viable assets. 

LCS 1 has traveled more than 65,000 nautical miles since 
it was delivered to the Navy in September 2008 and continues 
to meet our expectations. 
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28. HASC Eyes Shipbuilding, Missile Defense, Cyber Changes To DoD Plan 
(DEFENSE DAILY 26 APR 12) ... Emelie Rutherford 

A House panel unveiled proposed Pentagon policy 
legislation yesterday that would restore a submarine slated to 
be cut, research a potential East Coast missile-defense site, 
and increase oversight of the Pentagon's cyber-security 
operations. 

Congress' public rewriting of the Pentagon's proposed 
fiscal year 2013 budget will start today when the House 
Armed Services Committee's (HASC) subcommittees start 
crafting the defense authorization bill. 

The HASC subcommittees began releasing yesterday the 
legislative proposals they will consider and amend during 
markup sessions that start today. The plans, according to the 
committee, are intended to "put real combat power" behind 
President Barack Obama's increased military emphasis on the 
Asia-Pacific region, bolster national missile defense, and 
ensure the Pentagon is prepared to face new dangers in the 
cyber realm. 

The HASC's Seapower and Projection Forces 
subcommittee, notably, is proposing in its draft plan a new 
funding setup for the Virginia -class submarine program 
intended to make it affordable for the Navy to buy one vessel 
in FY '14, which the service said it wants but can't afford with 
the near-term monies on hand. The Pentagon's budget request 
calls for delaying the submarine in question from FY '14 to 
FY '18, thus altering the two- Virginia -sub plan HASC 
lawmakers fought for in recent years. 

However, the Navy has said it would be open to restoring 
the vessel in FY '14 if Congress allows it to be incrementally 
funded, which the Seapower subcommittee's draft bill would 
do. The legislation would authorize the Navy to enter into a 
multi-year contract for up to 10 Virginia submarines starting 
in FY '14 and allow the service to pay for the restored ship's 
contract via an incremental setup allowing it to pay in future 
years for parts not needed in FY '14. The draft plan also would 
authorize $700 million in advance-procurement monies in FY 
'13 for the vessel in question. 

Members of the Congressional Submarine Caucus hailed 
the proposed Virginia plan yesterday. 

"While we are all mindful of the pressures facing the 
defense budget, the fact remains that a steady submarine 
production rate today will ensure that the Navy has the 

submarine force structure it needs in the future and that our 
industrial base will remain stable," said Rep. Joe Courtney (D-
Conn.), a caucus co-chair and member of the Seapower panel 
whose district is home to Virginia submarine contractor 
General Dynamics Electric Boat. "While there are several 
steps ahead of us, this is an important show of support for the 
Virginia -class submarine program." 

The caucus has asked for support of this new plan from 
the House Appropriations Defense subcommittee, which has 
not yet marked up its version of the budget-setting FY '13 
defense appropriations bill. 

The Seapower subcommittee's draft bill, which it will 
consider today, also would grant the Navy the multi-year 
procurement authority for up to 10 DDG-51 Arleigh Burke -
class destroyers and extend the incremental-funding period of 
the CVN-79 and CVN-80 Ford -class aircraft carriers from 
five to six years. 

It would repeal policy, which the HASC pushed in recent 
years, requiring all combatant vessels of the Navy strike forces 
be nuclear-powered. 

The Seapower panel's draft measure also allows the 
Pentagon to temporarily drop the minimum number of 
required strategic-airlift planes from 301 to 275. 

Meanwhile, the HASC's Strategic Forces subcommittee's 
draft plan calls for compelling the defense secretary to 
produce an environmental-impact statement on possible East 
Coast locations for a new missile-defense site. The subpanel's 
draft legislation further calls for the Missile Defense Agency 
(MDA) to craft a plan for deploying such a site that could be 
running by the end of 2015, and assess the use of two-stage 
and three-stage ground-based interceptors, as well as the SM-3 
block IA, block IB, and later blocks of the SM-3 missile. The 
subcommittee's measure would authorize $100 million for 
such a site, to be available after lawmakers receive the MDA 
plan, and calls for the East Coast facility to be funded in the 
Pentagon's FY '14 budget proposal. 

"The committee is aware that a cost-effective missile-
defense site located on the East Coast of the United States 
could have advantages for the defense of the United States 
from ballistic missiles launched from the Middle East," the 
Strategic Forces panel's draft legislation says. 
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It notes that some studies already have advocated for such 
a site. 

The Strategic Forces panel's early legislative proposal 
also calls for requiring the MDA to begin upgrading a missile 
field in Alaska that the Pentagon wants to shut down. It also 
would limit spending on the Obama administration's Phased 
Adaptive Approach to European missile defense until 
lawmakers receive data on cost-sharing with NATO. The 
subcommittee's draft plan further would prohibit the Pentagon 
from obligating monies on the Medium Extended Air Defense 
System program and add authorization for an additional 
AN/TPY-2 radar to the Pentagon's plan. 

The HASC's Emerging Threats and Capabilities 
subcommittee also will consider draft bill language today. The 
panel wants to require the defense secretary to brief the HASC 
and Senate Armed Services Committee four times a year on 
"all offensive and significant defensive military operations in 
cyberspace" by the Pentagon, according to a draft of its 
legislation. 

The HASC subcommittee markups will conclude 
tomorrow, after the Air and Land Forces subcommittee and 
Readiness subpanel craft their portions of the Pentagon policy 
bill. 

The full committee is slated to hold its all-day markup 
session on May 9. 
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29. Submarine Funding Passes Key Hurdle 
House subcommittee OKs money for second Virginia-class boat in 2014 
(NEW LONDON DAY 25 APR 12) ... Jennifer McDermott 

The effort to restore a second Virginia-class submarine in 
the plans for 2014 cleared a major hurdle Wednesday when a 
congressional subcommittee included funding for it in a 
defense spending bill, U.S. Reps. Joe Courtney and James 
Langevin announced. 

In its version of the bill that authorizes appropriations for 
fiscal 2013, the subcommittee of the House Armed Services 
Committee included $778 million to purchase parts with long 
lead times for the second submarine. 

The president's proposed budget calls for building one 
Virginia-class submarine in 2014 instead of two and two 
submarines in 2018 instead of one to save money now. 

The subcommittee still wants the Navy to order two 
submarines in 2018 — the bill would give the Navy the 
contracting authority for a five-year block of up to 10 new 
submarines instead of capping the total at 9. 

The Navy would also be able to pay for the parts and 
services for the submarines over a set number of years instead 
of having to fully fund the ships upfront. The incremental 
funding approach has been used with aircraft carriers but not 
submarines. 

Courtney, D-2nd District, and Langevin, a Democrat from 
Rhode Island, said the funding for the second submarine still 
has a long way to go in the budget process. Their colleagues in 
the House could cut it or the Senate could not support it. 

But they were both optimistic since this subcommittee is 
where the successful effort to build two submarines a year 
instead of one began in 2007. 

"Tomorrow begins another journey to make sure the 
strategic needs of the country, in terms of having a strong 
undersea fleet, are met," Courtney said Wednesday in a 
conference call. 

The subcommittee votes on Thursday and the bill will 
head to the full committee. Courtney expects the House to 
vote in late May. 

Langevin said Navy officials have said if the advanced 
procurement funding is restored and incremental funding is 
allowed, they can pay for the second submarine in 2014 and 
increase the order from nine to 10. He said this is an important 
issue for national security and for jobs in Rhode Island and 
Connecticut. 

The work on the second submarine in 2014 represents 
about 2 million man hours annually for five years at Electric 
Boat's facilities in Groton and Quonset Point in Rhode Island 
and at Newport News Shipbuilding in Virginia — enough 
work to keep 800 to 1,000 people busy. 

Delaying the purchase of the submarine would force 
layoffs and add an estimated $600 million to the cost of the 
program since labor and parts will cost more four years later 
and disrupting the schedule creates inefficiencies, which lead 
to higher costs, according to EB. Company spokesman Robert 
Hamilton said Wednesday that it's too soon to comment on the 
budget. 
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30. House Defense Panel Backs Sub Pentagon Seeks To Postpone 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 25 APR 12) ... Tony Capaccio and Roxana Tiron 

A House defense panel moved to restore funding for a 
second Virginia-class submarine the Navy struck from fiscal 
2014 plans as part of Pentagon budget- cutting. 

The House Armed Services Committee’s seapower panel 
recommends adding a down payment, or “advance 
procurement,” in the fiscal 2013 budget, according to 
documents released today. It also proposes giving the Navy 
authority to “incrementally” fund the nuclear-powered 
submarine in fiscal 2014 and beyond. 

The panel’s recommendations will be considered by the 
full committee next week as it shapes its fiscal 2013 defense 

authorization bill. The Republican-led Armed Services 
Committee will be the first to act on the budget blueprint 
President Barack Obama and the Pentagon proposed in 
February to cut $487 billion from previously planned defense 
spending over 10 years. 

The submarine proposal indicates lawmakers won’t 
hesitate to refashion a spending proposal that Defense 
Secretary Leon Panetta has said should be passed as a package 
without modifications that risk reversing the proposed savings. 

The Navy had planned to buy two Virginia-class 
submarines a year, with the work split between Huntington 



 26

Ingalls Industries Inc. (HII) of Newport News, Virginia, and 
General Dynamics Corp. (GD)’s Groton, Connecticut-based 
Electric Boat unit. Instead, the Pentagon now proposes buying 
one boat in fiscal 2014, while delaying another until fiscal 
2018. 

‘Peerless’ Submarine 
The House panel recommended a multiyear contract to 

buy as many as 10 Virginia-class submarines, up from the nine 
the Navy proposed. The Pentagon has said the Navy could 
save $4.4 billion, or 14 percent, on a multiyear contract for 
nine of the vessels. 

Representative Jim Langevin, a Democrat from Rhode 
Island, said the panel’s proposal “marks a major development 
toward maintaining the current two-boat-per-year production 
level of the peerless Virginia-class submarines, which are 

critical to a national security strategy increasingly focused on 
the Asia- Pacific region.” 

Electric Boat builds the submarines at the company’s 
Quonset Point, Rhode Island, and Groton, Connecticut, 
facilities. 

“Slowing down production would put these benefits at 
risk and is estimated to actually increase the cost of production 
for taxpayers by $600 million,” Langevin said today in an e-
mailed statement. 

The Navy would receive more than $700 million in 
funding for advance procurement of material in fiscal 2013 
under the House panel’s plan, according to Langevin. A 10-
vessel block purchase would create “further efficiencies and 
creating more certainty for the submarine industrial base,” 
Langevin said. 
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31. Republicans Eye Missile-Defense Site On East Coast 
(REUTERS 25 APR 12) ... Jim Wolf 

WASHINGTON -- Republicans who control the House of 
Representatives' Armed Services Committee called on 
Wednesday for studies on what could become a third missile-
interceptor site in the United States, this one on the East Coast. 

The plan would require the secretary of defense to 
conduct an environmental impact review by December 31, 
2013, on "possible locations on the East Coast of the United 
States for the deployment of a missile defense site." 

U.S. forces currently deploy a combined total of 30 
operational missile interceptors in silos in Fort Greely, Alaska, 
and Vandenberg Air Force Base in central California. 

The three-stage interceptors are part of a layered shield 
against limited numbers of missiles that could be fired by a 
country like North Korea or Iran, some day potentially 
carrying a nuclear warhead. 

The proposed step toward a third site is to be considered 
Thursday by the Armed Services subcommittee on strategic 
forces, an early stage of the crafting of the annual defense 
authorization bill that guides military policy. 

The proposal was made public by Representative Howard 
McKeon, chairman of the full committee, and Representative 
Michael Turner, the subcommittee head. Such legislation is 
likely to be adopted by the full, Republican-controlled 
committee. It would have to be meshed with a companion 

defense authorization bill in the Democratic-controlled Senate, 
which has not yet put one together. 

It was not immediately clear whether the Obama 
administration would support such steps toward an East Coast 
missile site. 

The House Republicans' measure would require the 
Pentagon's Missile Defense Agency to develop a plan for the 
deployment of an East Coast site to be operational not later 
than the end of 2015. 

Advocates of an East Coast site have said it would bolster 
the Boeing Co-managed ground-based shield against any 
intercontinental ballistic missiles that could be fired from Iran. 
One likely site is Fort Drum in northern New York state, 
according to experts. 

"The committee is aware that a cost effective missile 
defense site located on the East Coast of the United States 
could have advantages for the defense of the United States 
from ballistic missiles launched from the Middle East," the bill 
said. 

Baker Spring, a missile-defense expert at the Heritage 
Foundation think tank, said current U.S. capabilities for 
countering long-range missiles were geared chiefly toward 
North Korea, providing greater defense of the western United 
States than the east. 
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32. Firms Vie To Overhaul Navy's Intranet 
(POLITICO 25 APR 12) ... Austin Wright 

NORFOLK, Va. — The Navy is preparing to overhaul 
one of the world’s largest computer networks, despite 
congressional concerns. And technology firms are ramping up 
their lobbying campaigns to get a piece of the action. 

The multibillion-dollar project — the Next Generation 
Enterprise Network program, or NGEN — would replace the 
Navy Marine Corps Intranet, which links hundreds of 
thousands of military computers across the United States and 
Japan. The project’s goal is to develop an improved system 
that gives the Navy and Marine Corps more control over the 
network and its data, which are currently managed by a private 
contractor, HP Enterprise Services. 

HP took over the network in 2008 when it bought out the 
original contract holder, Electronic Data Systems. And in 

2010, HP won a $3.4 billion continuity-of-services contract to 
manage the system through 2015 — and to help the Navy 
transition to its replacement network, NGEN. 

Now, HP is intent on winning the NGEN contract, and the 
company has spent $70,000 so far this year lobbying Congress 
on “issues relating to the defense industry” and “defense IT,” 
according to lobbying records filed with the Senate. 

But HP faces stiff competition. 
A briefing on NGEN last October attracted 

representatives from more than 200 information-technology 
companies, including major industry players AT&T, Dell, 
IBM, Lockheed Martin and Microsoft, according to a public 
listing of those who attended. 
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And four companies — CSC, Harris Corp., General 
Dynamics Information Technology and Verizon — have 
banded together in an effort to win the lucrative contract, 
unveiling a website dedicated to the project and a video 
featuring flashing lights and booming narration. 

“We offer an unprecedented understanding of the 
Department of the Navy’s need for reliable, adaptable IT,” the 
website boasts. 

Already, though, the Government Accountability Office 
has raised objections about the cost of the new NGEN system 
— estimated at $50 billion through 2025 — and has urged the 
Navy to halt the program pending a review of its acquisition 
strategy. And the House Appropriations Committee, in a 
report explaining the FY 2012 defense budget, called on the 
Pentagon to conduct an independent analysis of the project. 

Still, the Navy remains committed to the program, and a 
request for proposal is expected to be released within a few 
days, said Steven Davis, a spokesman for NGEN. 

“Extensive industry engagement has been a key element 
of the NGEN acquisition strategy, including multiple industry 
engagements and multiple draft requests for proposals,” Davis 
wrote in an email. “This approach will solidify program 
requirements and ensure the release of a quality RFP.” 

The company that runs the current system, HP, recently 
opened its Norfolk facilities to POLITICO, providing a tour of 
its “war room,” where employees fend off attempted 
intrusions to the network, and its service desk, where workers 
respond to calls about network interruptions and software 
bugs. 

“The security of a network is only as secure as the 
weakest link in that network,” said Mike Headen, the 
company’s Norfolk service desk manager, explaining the 
system uses sensors to detect unauthorized changes to its 
software. 

“We provide more malware submissions than any other 
component of the government,” added Aaron Madril, an 
information-security expert with the company. 

In the “war room,” about a dozen HP employees sit at 
workstations, each with two computer monitors. Some 
employees keep watch over the network to make sure there are 
no service interruptions; others track attempted intrusions. 

Large television screens on the walls alert the employees 
to weather reports, service outages and the number of emails 
currently being processed across the system. During the tour, 
the number of emails in queue remained below 50. “If there 
were 800 to 900, we would know we have a problem,” said 
Ernest Bartley, HP’s strategic portfolio manager. 

Overall, the system handles about 78 million intrusion 
attempts per month and blocks nearly 35 million spam 
messages — many of them phishing schemes meant to lure 
recipients into divulging personal information. 

“Everything is done at the direction of the Navy,” Bartley 
said. “We take guidance from them on what actions they 
would like us to take.” 

The network is connected to the Internet but operates 
independently of it — meaning that if the World Wide Web 
were to shut down, the Navy and Marine Corps would still be 
able to send and receive email within the system. 

The facilities in Norfolk are one of four nodes that 
together manage and secure the network. The others are 
located in San Diego, Pearl Harbor and Quantico, Va. 

One of the goals of the NGEN program is to transfer 
some responsibilities currently handled by HP to the Navy. “In 
addition to the government’s control of the data, NGEN will 
increase government operational and design control of the 
network,” said Davis, the program spokesman. 

The Navy and Marine Corps are unique in having the bulk 
of their computers housed under a single network. The Air 
Force and Army have been working to consolidate their 
systems but still have a long way to go, National Defense 
magazine reported. 
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33. Maersk Gains From U.S. Military's $11.5 Billion War Shipments 
(BLOOMBERG GOVERNMENT 26 APR 12) ... Brendan McGarry 

The Alliance St. Louis docked at the Port of Beaumont in 
Texas this month and rolled out 179 armored trucks. Two 
weeks later, it was at a Delaware port loading 1,000 General 
Motors Co. cars and trucks bound for overseas. 

This mixing of military and commercial cargo is a shift 
for the 11-deck container ship operated by A.P. Moeller-
Maersk A/S. Until 2008, it ferried commercial freight between 
the U.S. and Asia. Maersk dropped that route for one to the 
Middle East, where the Alliance St. Louis picks up desert-tan 
trucks and other equipment that survived the Iraq war. 

The Department of Defense is increasingly shipping war 
supplies on commercial lines. Since 2001, companies such as 
Maersk and Neptune Orient Lines Ltd. have been awarded at 
least $11.5 billion in defense contracts and have handled more 
than 90 percent of all military cargo to and from Iraq and 
Afghanistan. 

“The Defense Department doesn’t have enough ships by 
itself to do all of that in a timely manner,” Gordon Holder, a 
retired Navy vice admiral, said in an interview. “It would take 
a decade, it would be more expensive and it would detract 

from its ability to do other missions. The partnership with our 
commercial carriers is essential.” 

Maersk, owner of the world’s largest shipping line, has 
benefited the most from the U.S. military’s dependence on 
commercial lines. 

Military Contracts 
The company, based in Copenhagen, received almost half 

the military’s $1.82 billion in contracts last year to ship 
supplies and equipment around the globe, most of it tied to 
Iraq and Afghanistan, according to Defense Department data. 
Maersk also arranges rail and truck transport as part of the 
agreements. 

Maersk got $800 million from the Pentagon in the fiscal 
year that ended Sept. 30, up almost sixfold from the previous 
year, according to data compiled by Bloomberg. That 
represents 1.3 percent of the company’s $60.2 billion in 2011 
revenue, and 2.9 percent of its container shipping business. 

While the military accounts for a small share of Maersk’s 
revenue, the work tends to offer higher margins because of its 
specialized nature, said Jacob Pedersen, an analyst with 
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Sydbank A/S in Denmark. It also may help offset a 
commercial shipping slowdown tied to a glut of new vessels, 
he said. 

“It is quite logical that the Afghanistan exit would 
increase the business done with Maersk Line -- but of course 
only temporarily,” Pedersen said in an e-mail. 

American President Lines Ltd., part of Neptune Orient 
Lines Ltd. of Singapore, received $421 million in defense 
contracts in fiscal 2011. That represented 4.6 percent of the 
the parent company’s revenue of $9.21 billion in 2011, and 5.4 
percent of Neptune’s shipping business. 

A spokesman for American President Lines didn’t return 
an e-mail request for comment. 

With the Iraq war’s end last year and the planned 
withdrawal from Afghanistan in 2014, the market may not 
support the number of commercial ships now operating, 
according to Eric Ebeling, vice president and general manager 
at American Roll-on Roll-off Carrier LLC, part of American 
Shipping & Logistics Group Inc. of Park Ridge, New Jersey. 

The fleet increased to 60 ships from 47 ships in 2005 to 
accommodate war demand, yet military cargo volume will 
probably decline by 50 percent or more by 2015, he said. 

“The present fleet size and cargo pool are becoming 
unsustainable,” Ebeling said in an interview. If the 
government doesn’t re-examine the size of the fleet and how 
much it pays carriers, “some may reconsider participating in 
the program.” 

Container Fees 
The military estimates it has saved $5.7 billion on 

equipment transportation costs since fiscal 2003, partly by 
relying more on the cheaper and more efficient commercial 
carriers, according to the U.S. Transportation Command, 
based at Scott Air Force Base in Illinois. 

Even so, U.S. lawmakers accuse the Defense Department 
of wasteful spending on shipping containers. The containers 
are supposed to be returned to the commercial lines within 15 
days. Instead, troops in Afghanistan sometimes use them for 
storage, shelter or even offices. 

The Defense Department has spent at least $649 million 
on container late fees since fiscal 2001, according to a Jan. 30 
letter co-signed by Senator Tom Carper, a Democrat from 
Delaware. 

Wasting “hundreds of millions of scarce taxpayer dollars 
as a result of late fees and poor contracting on shipping 
containers is unacceptable,” Carper said in an e-mail. 

Beaumont is the largest U.S. commercial port handling 
gear from the war zones, according to John Roby, a port 
spokesman. About 40 miles upstream of the Gulf of Mexico, 
it’s centrally located with rail and highway access to military 
bases and depots across the country. Commercial ports such as 
Charleston, South Carolina, and Jacksonville, Florida, also 
handle war equipment. 

As the U.S. military’s shipping business has grown, the 
Navy’s gray warships have gradually been displaced by 
commercial vessels at Beaumont and other ports. 

“When the war first started, it was all gray bottoms,” Jim 
Heldreth, a transportation officer for an Army battalion based 
at the Texas port, said in an interview, using the local term for 
the warships’ color. He said he hadn’t seen a Navy ship in 
months. 

The Alliance St. Louis, which is 656 feet long and 
capable of carrying 6,500 cars, typifies the commercial vessel 
being used by the military. 

It is part of a fleet of so-called “ro-ro” ships owned by 
Jericho, New York-based Alliance Navigation LLC and 
operated by Farrell Lines, part of Maersk Line Ltd. The term 
is short for roll-on, roll-off, applied to vehicular cargo. 

The ship left the Texas port on April 2. From Beaumont, 
it headed up the East Coast, docking in Jacksonville, 
Charleston and Wilmington, Delaware, before crossing the 
Atlantic for stops including Egypt, Jordan, Saudi Arabia and 
Kuwait. 

Companies often combine military and commercial cargo 
on the same ship to maximize space and profit, said Army 
Lieutenant Colonel Michael Arnold, the battalion commander. 

“You would have never heard of anything like that during 
the Gulf War, with GM cars on the upper deck and MRAPs 
down below,” he said in an interview, using the military 
moniker for Mine Resistant Ambush Protected trucks. 

Last Truck 
With the last U.S. armored truck returning from Iraq 

scheduled to arrive at Beaumont next month, the military and 
its shipping contractors are now focusing on Afghanistan. 

“If the drawdown takes place the way we envision it, 
there will be some opportunities,” Rick Boyle, a vice president 
at Maersk Line Ltd., a U.S. subsidiary of Maersk, said of the 
exit from Afghanistan. 

Pulling out of the landlocked, mountainous country is 
more expensive after Pakistan closed two key NATO supply 
routes, Navy Commander Bill Speaks, a Pentagon spokesman, 
said in an interview. The price of moving supplies through the 
north is $15,800 per container, compared to $6,200 per 
container through Pakistan, he said. 

Pakistan in November closed the routes after a coalition 
air strike killed two dozen Pakistani soldiers at a border post. 
The decision forced the U.S. and NATO allies to move 
equipment from a longer, northern route through countries 
such as Tajikistan, Uzbekistan and Russia. 

“It is two completely different worlds,” Navy Captain 
Kevin Carrier, operations director for the Military Surface 
Deployment and Distribution Command, said of the 
differences between the Afghanistan and Iraq drawdowns. “It 
will be much, much more difficult.” 
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BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
34. Warships Steam Into Port At Start Of Fleet Week 
(SOUTH FLORIDA SUN-SENTINEL 25 APR 12) ... Robert Nolin 

Hundreds of gaping vacationers aboard the Celebrity 
cruise liner Infinity rushed to the rails Wednesday morning to 
view a singular sight: A massive Navy ship delicately 

maneuvering into a boxy berth at Port Everglades less than a 
football field away. 
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"The passengers all cheered," said Gary Boardman, 
commanding officer of the USS Wasp. "We got a kick out of 
it." 

Five warships, including a submarine and a high-tech 
prototype Coast Guard cutter, steamed into port under clear 
and crisp skies for the start of Fleet Week, the Navy's annual 
six-day visit. It is the 22nd year the Navy has stopped at Port 
Everglades. 

The Wasp is an $822 million, 840-foot-long amphibious 
assault ship. From its light deck, Boardman looked out across 
the water to the Harbor Beach neighborhood where he grew 
up. "This is my stomping ground right here," he said. "I fished 
for tarpon right here in the port." 

Boardman wasn't the only South Florida-connected 
captain in command of one of the visiting ships. Capt. Bob 
Hein, a third-generation serviceman, was on the bridge when 
the USS Gettysburg, a guided missile cruiser, arrived early 
Monday. Though they are only two years apart, and competed 
on swim teams from local high schools, the two captains have 
yet to meet. Boardman said he expects to encounter Hein at 
some point. 

"This is old home week," he said. 
Fleet Week was another homecoming for culinary 

specialist Gustavo Rivera, 29, whose father, Miguel Santiago, 
lives in Fort Lauderdale. Rivera said it was "absolutely 
beautiful" to view his hometown from the tall deck of the 
Wasp, which resembles a small aircraft carrier. 

"I'm looking forward to spending some time in South 
Florida with my family," the 11-year Navy veteran said. 
"We're going to have some father-son time." 

More than 1,000 Sailors will be in the area until Tuesday 
morning, when most vessels depart. They plan beach and 
shopping outings, and will compete in firefighting and 
cooking contests. Community service projects such as visits to 
schools and hospitals, or preparing food for the homeless, are 
also on tap. 

"They're looking forward to showing the community what 
the Navy does," said Ensign Marco Benitez, a reservist from 
Miramar temporarily assigned to assist with Fleet Week. 

Then there are parties and receptions for the visiting 
Sailors, including an open-to-the-public block party Thursday 
night from 8 p.m. to midnight at Himmarshee Village in 
downtown Fort Lauderdale. 

But it's not all beer and skittles aboard a Navy ship, in 
port or otherwise. Only about a third of the Sailors will enjoy 
shore leave. Others will be busy with vessel maintanence, 
cleaning for and conducting tours, or offloading garbage and 
onloading supplies. 

Within hours of tying up to the dock, Sailors dangling 
from a scaffold were rolling a new coat of battleship gray 
paint on sections of the Wasp's starboard hull. 

"A big contingent of the crew still works," said Benitez. 
"The moment that the ship is in port, there is always activity. 
We never stop." 

Fleet Week Brings Marine Firepower To S. Fla. 
Ships sail into Port Everglades 
(WPLG ABC MIAMI 25 APR 12) Todd Tongen 
PORT EVERGLADES, Fla. - A parade of military ships 

sailed into South Florida on Wednesday morning, packed with 
members of the U.S. Navy, Marines and Coast Guard, as part 
of the 23rd annual Fleet Week. 

The annual event draws big crowds to Port Everglades 
each year. 

The USS San Jacinto is a Navy guided-missile cruiser 
boasting two guns that fire 5-inch shells, an Aegis combat 
system and 122 missile cells. It is one of five ships taking part 
in Fleet Week. 

Sky 10 was overhead as the impressive array of marine 
firepower sailed into port, including a Los Angeles class 
attack submarine and a high-speed Coast Guard cutter. About 
2,500 Sailors aboard these ships will be descending on Fort 
Lauderdale, and they are excited and proud to be here. 

"Show the people who pay our salaries, that buy all these 
giant pieces of hardware, what they are getting," said Capt. 
Robert Heim, of the USS Gettysburg. 

The biggest and most versatile warship in port this week 
is the USS Wasp, an amphibious assault ship that can move 
Marines and America's military might to the doorstep of the 
enemy. 

"It's 844 feet long. It's 40,000 tons, 70,000 shaft 
horsepower, a crew of a thousand," said Capt. Gary 
Boardman, of the USS Wasp. "It carries 1,800 Marines, 31 
aircraft, six of which are jets." 

For Boardman, this Fleet Week is a very special one. He 
has spent 27 years in the Navy, but he is originally from Fort 
Lauderdale. 

"Coming in the cut today was a homecoming for me, and 
I look forward to seeing a lot of my friends that I grew up with 
and went to high school with," Boardman said. 

Boardman, a Nova High School graduate, got his sea legs 
fishing out of Fort Lauderdale and working on tugs at Port 
Everglades. Decades later, he has returned to his home port in 
grand style. 

"I've got the biggest boat now of all the Fort Lauderdale 
guys," Boardman said. 

The career officer said he was excited to learn his ship 
would be the lead ship at this year's Fleet Week. 

"It's great to bring this crew to my hometown and show 
off my crew, this crew, to this city," he said. 

Boardman will be busy conducting tours of his vessel and 
meeting with dignitaries, but he is also hoping to slip away 
and take a trip down memory lane. 

"If I get the opportunity to go fishing, I want to go 
fishing. There are a couple good restaurants I haven't been to 
in a while, like the Rustic Inn," he said. 

Boardman isn't the only one looking forward to spending 
some time in South Florida. Many of the 2,500 Sailors aboard 
all the ships are anxious to enjoy the port of call. 

"I am excited," said Bosun's Mate Tejon Robinson. 
"Where I am from, there are no palm trees, clear water and 
dolphins and parasailing and all this type of stuff, so it is a 
new experience for me. I like it." 

On Wednesday afternoon, an F-16 Thunderbird did a fly-
by on Fort Lauderdale Beach, letting sunbathers know the Air 
and Sea Show is returning this year. This weekend will be an 
all-out aerial show of America's military might. 

View Clip (RT: 2:40) 
Navy Sub Docks In Port Everglades For Fleet Week 
(WSVN FOX MIAMI 25 APR 12) Blake Burman 
PORT EVERGLADES, Fla. -- The USS Dallas 

submarine has arrived in South Florida to kick off Fleet Week. 
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Tuesday morning, the 7,000-ton fast attack submarine 
arrived alongside the guided missile cruiser USS Gettysburg. 
The nuclear powered-submarine is one of about 53 the U.S. 
owns. 

Corey Lamb works aboard the USS Dallas and chooses to 
work out in the torpedo room in-between two torpedoes. "You 
can't get much more hyped than working out next to 
warheads," he said. "It's pretty good." 

The crew onboard work 18-hour days, rotating six-hour 
shifts. 

Lieutenant Bryan Carlson said that being a member of the 
U.S. Navy and working aboard the USS Dallas is a unique 
experience. "It's always interesting because you work where 
you live, live where you work, and you're always on call," he 
said. "If there's anything that's going on, you know about it 
right away," he said. "It's both good and bad, but I love it." 

Ship tours are open to the public throughout Fleet Week, 
which runs from April 25 to April 30. 

View Clip (RT: 2:37) 
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35. U.S. Marines And Sailors Join ANZAC Day March 
The ANZAC Day march through Darwin has included hundreds of U.S. servicemen. 
(AUSTRALIAN BROADCASTING CORPORATION 25 APR 12) 

About 130 U.S. Marines who have recently been 
deployed to Darwin from Hawaii marched with Australian 
veterans and serving army, navy and airforce personnel 
through the streets of the city this morning. 

They were joined by about 150 Sailors from the visiting 
American warship USS Halsey. 

Several thousand people lined the streets to cheer the 
parade. 

Many of the people said they welcomed the Americans 
marching with Australians and a contingent of solders from 
New Zealand. 

Among the veterans who gathered in Darwin were 28 
men who were deployed to Vietnam on this day, 47 years ago. 

They returned on ANZAC Day a year later, after their 
company had suffered heavy casualties. 

They were led in today's march by Major General David 
Ferguson. 

He says the years may have wearied them, but definitely 
have not made them forget. 

"I think as you mature you become more sensitive to what 
has occurred, and the friends and colleagues that we lost," he 
said. 

He says ANZAC Day is an important one in the calendar 
from a veteran's point of view. 

After the march, U.S. Marines Captain Christopher 
Richard Allen said it was an enormous honour to take part. 

"Being the first rotational force down here it's important 
for us to do everything we can with our Australian brothers," 
he said. 

"For them to open this up to us and allow us to partake in 
this is just amazing." 

In Alice Springs, Australian, New Zealand and U.S. 
defence forces marched through the town to ANZAC Hill. 

U.S. Colonel John Parker says he was honoured to be 
involved in the ceremony. 

"It is great to see how the population here supports 
warriors who are fighting all odds ... in Gallipoli and since 
then," he said. 
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36. Naval War College Remembers ANZAC Day At Sunrise 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 25 APR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Eric Dietrich, U.S. Naval War College Public 
Affairs 

NEWPORT, R.I. -- Students, faculty and other service 
members from the U.S. Naval War College (NWC) joined 
Navy partners from Australia and New Zealand for a sunrise 
ceremony on the campus remembering Australian and New 
Zealand Army Corps (ANZAC) Day April 25. 

ANZAC Day is a national day of remembrance in 
Australia and New Zealand. 

It commemorates the Australian and New Zealand service 
members who fought in the Gallipoli Campaign in modern day 
Turkey against the Ottoman Empire during World War I. 
More than 8,000 ANZACs were killed and more than 18,000 
injured in the campaign. 

"ANZAC Day has become much more than a 
remembrance of our World War I veterans; it is now our 
country's focal point to remember all the conflicts in which we 
have been embroiled since achieving nationhood in 1901," 
said guest speaker royal Australian navy Cmdr. I.R. Bray, a 
member of Naval Undersea Warfare Center. "For Aussies and 
Kiwis, this is a day of reflection, of remembrance, of respect 
and of renewal." 

The service featured a number of hymns and poems 
traditional to the commemoration as well as a trumpeter who 

played taps while the Australian and New Zealand flags were 
brought to half-mast. 

The service closed with renditions of the Australian, New 
Zealand and American national anthems. During the New 
Zealand anthem royal New Zealand navy Chief Petty Officer 
Peter Hodge, a student in the Senior Enlisted Academy at the 
NWC, performed a Maori haka, or war dance, as a sign of 
respect for the fallen. 

"Mateship is at the heart of what we refer to as the 
ANZAC values: it drives loyalty, courage, endurance and 
sacrifice," said Bray. "It is a compelling reason for most acts 
of heroism and for the suffering so often experienced by our 
servicemen and women, for not letting down the team is a 
powerful motivator in our nation's psyche. Mateship has no 
limits." 

NWC has been the host site for an ANZAC Day 
remembrance ceremony for many years. Ceremonies such as 
this reinforce the NWC mission of strengthening maritime 
security cooperation. 

View Gallery (4 Photos) 
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37. USS New York Celebrates Italian Independence 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 25 APR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Zane P. Ecklund, USS New York Public Affairs 

LA SPEZIA, Italy -- Sailors on board amphibious 
transport dock ship USS New York (LPD 21) celebrated 
Italy's Liberation Day in downtown La Spezia, April 25. 

Liberation Day is a national holiday for Italy, and 
Wednesday marked the 67th anniversary of the fall of 
Mussolini's Italian Social Republic. 

Commanding Officer Cmdr. Will Herrmann attended the 
ceremony as a representative of the United States' support for 
freedom and independence. 

"It is important to take time to remember those who gave 
their lives for freedom," said Herrmann. 

Lt. Danilo Panti, an Italian sailor, was honored by the 
U.S. presence. "It is a special day because of the sacrifice of 
the entire nation to overthrow fascism," said Panti. "It is 
important to have a representative of the U.S. Navy here, 
because we have our freedom because of your support during 
World War II." 

The ceremony consisted of a military formation, military 
band, and a wreath-laying at a war memorial. 

Senior Chief Culinary Specialist Devon Knight enjoyed 
participating in the ceremony. "It is always nice to see 
different traditions and cultures celebrate what is important to 
them, and it means even more when you can be a part of it," 
said Knight. 

Knight said the Navy should continue to take advantage 
of opportunities like these in the future. Doing things like this 
add to the Navy's slogan 'A global for good,' and gives us the 
opportunity to spread good will," said Knight. "It is always 
good to travel abroad and be an ambassador for the U.S." 

New York, on its maiden deployment, is part of the Iwo 
Jima Amphibious Ready Group with the embarked 24th 
Marine Expeditionary Unit. New York is currently deployed 
in support of maritime security operations and theater security 
cooperation efforts in the U.S. 6th Fleet area of responsibility. 
The New York is the sixth ship named for the state of New 
York, and the fifth amphibious transport dock ship in the San 
Antonio class. Her motto is "Strength forged through sacrifice. 
Never forget." 
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38. USS Independence Sailors Volunteer At Mexican Orphanage 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 25 APR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Trevor Welsh, USS Independence Public Affairs 

MANZANILLO, Mexico -- Sailors from littoral combat 
ship USS Independence (LCS 2) participated in a community 
service project and donated Project Handclasp materials at a 
local orphanage in Manzanillo, Mexico, April 24, during the 
ship's first foreign port visit since its commissioning. 

Eighteen volunteers from Independence and embarked 
Mine Countermeasures (MCM) Detachment 1 spent the day 
painting multiple rooms at Casa Hogar Liborio Espinoza, an 
orphanage that is home to 16 Manzanillo children. 

They also delivered hygiene and medical supplies from 
Project Handclasp as well as stuffed animals donated by 
Loving Hugs, Inc. 

"I came here today because I believe in giving back to the 
community-not just in the United States," said Information 
Systems Technician 1st Class Gina Myers, who helped 
organize the community service project. "This is 
Independence's first port visit to a foreign country, so it's a 
fantastic opportunity for us to get out and interact with the 
locals. 

The orphanage was founded 15 years ago by a priest, 
Father Jose Carlos, according to Claudia Ramos, the 

orphanage director. It provides food, housing and education 
for children with no parents or parents who cannot provide for 
their children due to alcohol, drugs or other problems. 

"What the United States Navy is doing for these kids in 
Mexico is really great," said Ramos. "It's a good feeling to 
have them here, and I know the children appreciate it." 

More Sailors will volunteer for a second day of the 
community service project to complete the painting project, 
including Myers. 

"I love to get involved and build the rapport with the 
community and give good representation of the U.S. Navy," 
said Myers. "I also love children, and this was a great way to 
help them out." 

Project Handclasp is a U.S. Navy program that accepts 
and transports educational, humanitarian and goodwill 
material donated by America's private sector on a space-
available basis aboard U.S. Navy ships for distribution to 
foreign nation recipients. 

Sailors assigned to Independence's Gold Crew and 
embarked MCM Detachment 1 are underway for the ship's 
maiden voyage to San Diego. 
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39. Lincoln Raises Nearly $200K For Navy-Marine Corps Relief Society 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 25 APR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist Seaman Benjamin T. Liston, USS Abraham Lincoln Public 
Affairs 

USS ABRAHAM LINCOLN, At Sea -- Sailors assigned 
to Nimitz-class aircraft carrier USS Abraham Lincoln (CVN 
72) supported the Navy-Marine Corps Relief Society 
(NMCRS) by raising more than $197,000 throughout the 
months of March and April. 

Lincoln's NMCRS committee raised money by promoting 
fundraisers and hosted a NMCRS day, which included events 
such as a slam dunk contest and three-point shootout in the 

hangar bay, a 5K fun run and golf driving range on the flight 
deck. 

Ten Sailors donated $5 each to compete in the slam dunk 
contest, and 60 Sailors paid the same amount each to 
participate in the three-point shootout. While the fun run was 
free of charge, golfers paid one dollar for every five golf balls 
they drove off the flight deck. 
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Personnel Specialist 1st Class Kathryn Benjamin, the 
NMCRS assistant fundraising coordinator aboard Lincoln, 
said with an original target of $140,000, the accomplishment 
was more than what she had hoped for. 

"It's really great to see the crew come together to support 
a good cause," she said. "And having these events really 
boosted the morale of the ship. We all came together and had a 
good time. It was also a great feeling to help out our shipmates 
all over the world." 

The NMCRS, a non-profit charitable organization 
sponsored by the Department of the Navy, is solely funded by 
charitable contributions like the annual fund drive conducted 
by shore and sea-based commands throughout the Navy and 
Marine Corps. Contributions are returned to service members 
in the form of emergency relief or other services. The NMCRS 
has helped active duty and retired Sailors and Marines and 
their families for more than 100 years. 

Lincoln will turn over the money to the local NMCRS 
office once it gets to its new homeport in Norfolk, Va. later 
this year. 

"The NMCRS is a great program because it is Sailors 
taking care of their fellow Sailors through donations and 
charitable drives," said Chief Religious Programs Specialist 
Elliot Warley, Lincoln's NMCRS emergency relief 
coordinator. "It's a program that helps Sailors out when they 
encounter a family emergency or crisis." 

Lincoln is deployed as the flagship of Carrier Strike 
Group (CSG) 9, which includes embarked Carrier Air Wing 
(CVW) 2, guided-missile cruiser USS Cape St. George (CG 
71) and Destroyer Squadron (DESRON) 9, comprised of 
guided-missile destroyers USS Momsen (DDG 92) and USS 
Sterett (DDG 104). 

CSG 9 is deployed to the U.S. 5th Fleet area of 
responsibility conducting maritime security operations, theater 
security cooperation efforts, and support missions as part of 
Operation Enduring Freedom. 
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40. State To Help Towns Buy Land Bordering Sub Base 
(NEW LONDON DAY 25 APR 12) ... Jennifer McDermott 

GROTON — The state plans to help local municipalities 
buy land around the Naval Submarine Base so development 
will not encroach on the base’s operations. 

State Sen. Andrew Maynard, D-Stonington, and State 
Reps. Tom Reynolds, D-Ledyard, and Elissa Wright, D-
Groton, said the purpose of the state’s investment, in 
conjunction with the towns of Groton and Ledyard, is to 
enhance the military value of the base so that it will not be 
closed in a future round of base closings. 

“We want to ensure that the sub base remains here in 
Groton for a long time to come and that means doing all we 
can to enhance the quality of the base and its value to the 
military,” Maynard said in a statement. “At present, the base is 
boxed in on all sides. This added land would provide a buffer 
between the base facilities and neighboring properties, which 
is an important part of the scoring matrix used by the military 
to assess bases and make closure decisions.” 

If approved by the State Bond Commission, Groton 
would receive $455,000 to buy property at the intersection of 
Crystal Lake Road and Military Highway and Ledyard would 
receive $225,000 to buy 20 acres of property alongside the 
base on Colonel Ledyard Highway. 

The Pentagon is calling for two new rounds of base 
closures, in 2013 and again in 2015. Influential members of 
Congress have promised not to let the plan move forward for 
2013 but the secretary of defense has said he will try again 
next year. 

Frightened by the base nearly closing during the 2005 
Defense Base Closure and Realignment process, the state 
legislature authorized $40 million in 2007 to fix one of the 
Pentagon’s main issues with the installation, its aging 
infrastructure. 

Reynolds said he expects the State Bond Commission to 
approve the item on April 27. Wright said allocating the bond 
funds will prevent future encroachment, improve traffic flow 
near the main entrance of the base and address security 
concerns. 

“They complement much larger federal investments in the 
facility and illustrate an unprecedented partnership between 
the state and a U.S. Navy installation,” Wright added. 

Connecticut became the first state to fully fund a 
construction project on a base in 2009 when then-Gov. M. 
Jodi Rell gave Secretary of the Navy Ray Mabus $7.65 million 
to upgrade the facility for Navy divers and replace aging 
boilers at the power plant. 

The state allocated $3.22 million in 2010 to convert a 
portion of the galley for the culinary training center and build 
an addition to an existing building to house a new submarine 
bridge trainer. 

Gov. Dannel P. Malloy said earlier this month at the base 
that he has $29 million left of the $40 million that was set 
aside for improvements at the base and he’s anxious to spend 
it. 
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41. Mast Raising Caps Historic Day For USS Iowa 
(KCRG ABC CEDAR RAPIDS (IA) 24 APR 12) ... Mark Carlson 

PORT OF RICHMOND, California - April 24, 2012 will 
be a date that will go down in the storied history of the USS 
Iowa. Late Tuesday morning crews placed the battleship’s 
original mast back onto the WWII era vessel. 

“It’s a major milestone on our path,” said Robert Kent, 
president of the Pacific Battleship Center, the organization 
working to restore the Iowa. 

The mast had been removed in 2001 when the Navy 
moved the Iowa to a reserve fleet in Suisun Bay, Calif. In late 
2011 the Navy awarded the ship to the Pacific Battleship 
Center, who will eventually turn the ship into a floating 
museum in the Los Angeles area. Currently the ship is docked 
at the Port of Richmond, near San Francisco. 
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“We can’t bring it back to Iowa,” said Jeff Lamberti, a 
lead fundraiser on the project and the former Republican 
leader of the Iowa Senate. “Los Angeles will be a great place 
for the world to see (the Iowa).” 

On February 1, Governor Branstad signed a bill pledging 
$3 million in support of the project. 

“I’m glad they’re saving the ship, there’s a history there, 
and people of Iowa should be very proud,” said WWII veteran 
Mike Wunderlich, who periodically works as a volunteer on 
the ship. 

Crews used a giant barge to lift the 52 thousand pound 
mast more than 100 feet in the air and place it on top of the 
ship. An Iowa quarter was placed underneath the mast before 
it was welded back onto the ship, a Navy tradition. 

“I’m thrilled for the state of Iowa because this is a very 
meaningful ship,” said Bob Rogers, a Pacific Battleship 
Center volunteer who has spent the last decade fighting to 
save the vessel. “This is the last major element of the ship to 
go up.” 

The USS Iowa is perhaps most notable for serving as 
President Franklin Delano Roosevelt’s personal ship during 
WWII. The Iowa carried him across the Atlantic ocean in 
1943 to meet with allied leaders. The ship is equipped with a 
handicap accessible bathtub, which FDR needed because he 
battled polio, although few people knew it at the time. 

Crews will being towing the Iowa towards the Los 
Angeles area on May 20, ahead of a July 4 opening ceremony. 

View Clip (RT: 2:09) 
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42. U.S. Says No Timeframe On Japan Base Deal 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 25 APR 12) 

The United States said Wednesday it was moving forward 
with Japan on a long-stalled deal over a military base but 
declined to say if an announcement would be ready for a 
summit next week. 

Japanese officials have said that a plan to announce an 
agreement on Wednesday was postponed, following a 
complaint by three senators who questioned if the emerging 
deal on Okinawa island made fiscal and strategic sense. 

"Let me say that we have made progress in these 
negotiations" with Japan, State Department spokeswoman 
Victoria Nuland told reporters. 

But she said that Congress "has to be happy" with the 
effects on the agreement, particularly on the budgetary 
implications. 

"I'm not prepared to predict right now when we'll go 
public with where we are. But everybody has their internal 
procedures, and we're working through those now," she said. 

The two governments had hoped to seal an agreement in 
time for the visit of Japanese Prime Minister Yoshihiko Noda 
to Washington on Monday. 

Okinawa has been a longtime source of friction between 
the Pacific allies as the subtropical island is home to around 
half of the 47,000 US troops in Japan, who are stationed under 
a post-World War II security treaty. 

Under a 2006 plan, the United States would relocate the 
Futenma base -- a particular point of grievance as it lies in a 
crowded urban area -- to a quiet seashore and move 8,000 
Marines from Okinawa to the US territory of Guam. 

But a number of activists want to remove the base 
completely from Okinawa, setting off a political row that led 
to the downfall of a Japanese prime minister in 2010. 

President Barack Obama's administration wants to press 
ahead with the new base, likely with the Marines heading to 
Guam as well as Hawaii and Australia. 

But three senators -- Carl Levin and John McCain, the top 
Democrat and Republican on the Senate Armed Services 
Committee, as well as Jim Webb, an active voice on Asia 
policy -- warned that Congress must give its nod first. 

"It is our position that any announcement on this critical 
matter that goes beyond an agreement in principle at this time 
would be premature and could have the unintended 
consequences of creating more difficulties for our important 
alliance," they wrote in a letter to Defense Secretary Leon 
Panetta. 

The senators voiced concern about the lack of firm 
estimates on costs, logistical requirements and environmental 
studies for the plan. 
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NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
43. Biden, Winnefeld Attend Military Child Support Event 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 25 APR 12) ... Lisa Daniel 

WASHINGTON – Dr. Jill Biden, wife of Vice President 
Joe Biden, joined the vice chairman of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff in Newport News, Va., today to highlight efforts to help 
school children from military families. 

Navy Adm. James A. Winnefeld Jr., speaking to students 
at Lee Hall Elementary School where 42 percent of students 
are from military families, recognized local efforts to support 
“the sons and daughters of those who wear the cloth of our 
nation and serve alongside those in uniform.” 

The event celebrated the anniversary of “Joining Forces,” 
a campaign Biden launched last year with first lady Michelle 
Obama to inspire all Americans to support military families. 
Today’s event focused on the nation’s 1.3 million military-

connected school children and their unique circumstances of 
multiple moves and having deployed parents. 

“You are the real strength behind the men and women in 
uniform, and you are the reason we serve,” Winnefeld, who 
was joined by his wife, Mary, told the students. 

“We all know there are unique challenges and stresses 
associated with being a military child,” he said, “with Mom or 
Dad on deployment, moving from city to city, new schools, 
new sports teams, new friends.” 

The admiral thanked Biden for the Joining Forces 
campaign, noting its efforts led to 41 states making it easier 
for military children to have school credits transferred from 
other states. 
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Winnefeld, who grew up with his father in the Navy, said 
his own sons have been in five school districts in six years. “I 
personally had the privilege of multiple tours in Norfolk,” he 
said, “and I knew my family was at home in a great 
community with neighbors like you, and my two sons were in 
a great school like this.” 

Winnefeld called the Hampton Roads area, which 
includes Norfolk and Newport News, “the gold standard” for 
joint warfighting and for community partnerships with the 
military. 

Biden said one of her “best parts in my role as second 
lady” has been to meet with military families around the 
country, who she said show strength, resilience and pride, but 
also the stresses of military life. 

Biden spoke of her son, Beau, a Delaware National 
Guardsman who was deployed to Iraq and its impact on his 
two young children. Biden said she hoped more teachers 
would do special things for military children such as when her 
granddaughter’s first grade teacher hung a picture of Beau 
Biden in the classroom to remind students that their 
classmate’s father was at war. 

She noted that the American Association of Colleges for 
Teacher Education and the Military Child Education Coalition 
pledged to Joining Forces that they will enlist 100 teachers 
colleges to help teach future educators about the needs of 
military children in school. 

“We’ve been so inspired by how Americans all across this 
country are taking action and giving so much support,” she 
said. 

Biden announced that Education Secretary Arne Duncan 
today sent a letter to public school superintendents across 
country to give guidance to make sure schools are doing the 
best they can to support military children. 

“You have made implementing the [Joining Forces] 
contract a top priority,” Biden told the audience. “You are 
doing everything you can to make sure our military students 
get the world-class education they deserve.” 

The event highlighted numerous organizations that have 
committed to help in the education of military children. They 
include: 

 Reach Out and Read, which partners with doctors to 
promote reading and parental involvement with 
young children, and has committed to increasing its 
presence on U.S. military bases from the current 47 
to 100 by the end of 2013. The commitment is 
expected to increase from about 90,000 to 200,000 
the military children served; 

 Old Dominion University’s TEAMS (Teaching, 
Education and Awareness for Military-connected 
Students) initiative that collaborates with Newport 
News area schools to meet the needs of military 
children. TEAMS is developing a set of assessment 
tools called the “Military Consciousness Awareness 
Toolkit” -- or Mil-CAT -- to help schools determine 
strengths and needs for supporting military children 
and their families; 

 The National Math and Science Initiative, which is 
increasing a commitment it made when Joining 
Forces was created to bring Advanced Placement 
math and science courses to 29 public high schools 
serving military students in 10 states. Participating 
schools have seen a 57 percent increase in qualifying 
scores for AP math and science exams. The initiative 
-- with federal, corporate and nonprofit partners -- 
has pledged to increase its commitment to a total of 
52 public high schools across 14 states by fall, 
serving a total of 90,000 students from military 
families; and 

 The Department of Defense Education Activity, 
which has awarded $180 million in partnership grants 
to public schools in support of more than 400,000 
military children. 
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44. "Inflammatory" Materials Lead To Audit Across The Military 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 26 APR 12) ... Kate Wiltrout 

A complaint about anti-Islamic materials used in a class 
for officers at Norfolk's Joint Forces Staff College has spurred 
top military officials to suspend the course and order a broad 
review of instructional materials across all branches of the 
service. 

The class, called Perspectives on Islam and Islamic 
Radicalism, included PowerPoint slides containing what a 
Pentagon spokesman called "inflammatory ideas" that are not 
in keeping with U.S. policy. 

The class was to meet Wednesday for the second session 
in an eight-week cycle, but the Pentagon halted it on Tuesday, 
days after a former student's complaint about some of the 
materials made it to the office of the chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff. 

In a briefing with reporters Wednesday, Navy Capt. John 
Kirby, a Pentagon spokesman, gave one example of 
objectionable material used in the Norfolk classroom: a slide 
asserting that "the U.S. is at war with Islam and we ought to 
just recognize that we're at war with Islam." 

"We're at war against terrorism, specifically al-Qaida, 
who has a warped view of the Islamic faith," Kirby said. "We 
don't consider ourselves at war with Islam." 

Gen. Martin Dempsey, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff, issued a memo Tuesday saying he's concerned that 
academic institutions within the Defense Department may be 
presenting materials that advocate ideas, beliefs and actions 
"that are contrary to our national policy, inconsistent with the 
values of our profession, and disrespectful of the Islamic 
religion." 

He directed that over the next 30 days, all military 
services, combatant commands and National Guard bureaus 
screen the course content of their professional military 
education programs to ensure they exhibit "cultural sensitivity, 
respect for religion and intellectual balance that we should 
expect in our academic institutions." 

Cmdr. Patrick McNally, a spokesman for Dempsey's 
office, said the Joint Forces Staff College class is an elective 
that draws about 20 students a session - typically Navy 
commanders and captains and Army, Air Force and Marine 



 35

Corps lieutenant colonels and colonels - who are preparing for 
high-level joint assignments. 

The class, which has been offered since 2004, meets 
every Wednesday for eight weeks. It is taught by a 
combination of staff instructors and guest professors. McNally 
said about 100 people a year are enrolled. 

The course curriculum was reviewed in 2011, McNally 
said. An inquiry led by a two-star general will try to establish 
when the objectionable material was introduced and who 
approved it. 

This isn't the first time government-run courses have 
come under scrutiny over their religious content. Last fall, the 
FBI was criticized for using counterterrorism training 
materials based on stereotypical descriptions of Muslims, 
prompting the White House to order a review. 

Mohamed Elsanousi, with the Islamic Society of North 
America in Washington, D.C., called it "unfortunate" that such 

materials made their way into a military classroom. But he 
said what happened in response - first that a student raised 
objections and then that the military took them so seriously - is 
more important. 

"It shows a level of maturity in the institution," he said. 
"It's very positive." 

More and more, he said, complaints about discriminatory 
and inaccurate messages about Islam are coming from those 
outside the Muslim community. 

Elsanousi said he wasn't surprised by how quickly and 
forcefully the Pentagon responded, likening it to the military's 
reaction to the recent Koran burnings by American personnel 
in Afghanistan. 

McNally said students enrolled in the suspended class will 
choose an alternative elective. Among the choices listed on the 
staff college's website are irregular warfare, joint logistics, 
military ethics and the Yorktown campaign of 1781. 
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45. Vets Struggle To Go From War To Work 
Civilian employers are reluctant to hire them, they say. 
(LOS ANGELES TIMES 26 APR 12) ... David Zucchino 

WASHINGTON -- Matt Pizzo has a law degree, can-do 
attitude, proven leadership skills, and expertise in 
communications and satellite technology from his four years 
in the Air Force. 

Yet the 29-year-old has been told that he's overqualified, 
too old, too "non-traditional," and that he's fallen behind his 
civilian contemporaries. 

"It was disheartening, to say the least," he said of his 
latest job rejection. "But it's typical, I'm afraid." 

For unemployed veterans of the wars in Afghanistan and 
Iraq, rejection is a special ordeal. Veterans' advocacy groups, 
and many unemployed veterans, say civilian employers don't 
always appreciate veterans' skills and maturity. They point out 
that this is the first generation of employers who have no 
widespread military experience and thus no inherent 
appreciation for what the institution can provide. 

Further, the increased military and media attention given 
to post-traumatic stress disorder and traumatic brain injury has 
had the effect of stigmatizing veterans, advocates say. Some 
employers fear that soldiers diagnosed with these conditions 
are prone to violence or instability. 

The unemployment rate for veterans of Afghanistan and 
Iraq is 10.3%, according to the Bureau of Labor Statistics. For 
veterans age 24 and under, the rate is 29.1%, or 12 points 
higher than for civilians the same age. That compares with 
8.2% unemployment nationally, and 7.5% for all veterans. 

A survey this year by the advocacy group Iraq and 
Afghanistan Veterans of America found that a quarter of its 
members could not find a job to match their skill level, and 
half said they did not believe employers were open to hiring 
veterans. 

"These veterans have skills and maturity a decade beyond 
their civilian peers," said Tom Tarantino, the group's deputy 
policy director, who couldn't find work for 10 months after he 
left the Army in 2007. "It's very frustrating for them to be told 
they have to retrain for jobs they've already been trained for in 
the military." 

Tarantino said that he spent 10 years as an officer who 
managed a multimillion-dollar budget and supervised 400 
people. 

"They just don't get it," Tarantino said of today's 
employers. "It's hard to make that cultural connection." 

When it comes to hiring barriers, PTSD is the often-
unacknowledged obstacle. 

The Department of Veterans Affairs estimates that 11% to 
20% of Afghanistan and Iraq veterans suffer from the 
disorder. A 2008 Rand Corp. study found that 30% of 
returning veterans screened positive for PTSD, traumatic brain 
injuries or depression. 

Hannah Rudstam of Cornell University's Industrial and 
Labor Relations School studies veterans' employment, and 
says many employers consider PTSD and traumatic brain 
injury mysterious and threatening. 

In a recent survey of human resource officers conducted 
by Rudstam and others, 73% of respondents agreed that hiring 
veterans with disabilities would help their business. But at the 
same time, 63% said that employing workers with PTSD or 
traumatic brain injury would require more effort -- and 61% 
said they were unsure whether they posed a workplace threat. 

"We know it's an issue," said John Moran, who directs the 
Veterans' Employment and Training Service at the Labor 
Department. An agency website offers employers a "tool kit" 
with detailed information about PTSD and traumatic brain 
injuries. 

But veterans themselves don't always do a good job at 
making their case to potential employers. 

Lisa Rosser, a 22-year Army veteran who runs Value of a 
Veteran, a consulting firm, said many veterans didn't translate 
their military experience into civilian language even though 
81% of military jobs have a close civilian equivalent. 

For instance, the military's Visual Information Equipment 
Operator-Maintainer MOS 25R would be, in the civilian 
world, someone who runs video teleconferencing. 

"Employers don't understand those resumes," said Rosser, 
whose firm advises employers on hiring veterans. "But they 
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have plenty of civilian resumes on hand to choose from, so 
they tend to go with what they understand." 

Many Iraq and Afghanistan veterans, of course, do land 
jobs -- at least 240,000 in the most recent 12-month reporting 
period, according to the Bureau of Labor Statistics. The 
biggest hiring increases were in wholesale and retail trade 
(79,000 jobs) and state or local government (50,000). But 
10,000 fewer Afghanistan and Iraq war veterans were hired by 
the federal government and 8,000 fewer were hired by the 
construction industry compared with the previous 12-month 
period. 

Hundreds of job fairs have sprung up to help what one 
VA official calls a "tsunami" of more than a million veterans 
who will be returning from Iraq and Afghanistan. About 7,000 
veterans have found jobs through "Hiring Our Heroes," a 
series of 140 job fairs sponsored by the U.S. Chamber of 
Commerce. 

But some veterans find job fairs frustrating. Jeffrey 
Barretta, who left the Army in October, attended a "Hiring 
Our Heroes" fair in Fayetteville, N.C., recently, only to be told 
by employers to go online to fill out an application. 

Barretta, 28, was an Army construction engineer for 
nearly four years. He's seeking a job operating a bulldozer or 
crane, but has not had a single reply from a dozen 
applications. 

Barretta lives on food stamps and bunks with two Army 
buddies in Fayetteville, outside Ft. Bragg, while his wife 
works as a dance instructor in Florida. At the job fair, he 

glanced around at hundreds of former soldiers lining up, 
resumes in hand. 

"The economy's bad enough," he said. "But on top of that, 
all these veterans are competing with each other for a limited 
number of jobs." 

This month, the Army began requiring soldiers to take job 
and career training and other "transitional" instruction 12 
months before leaving the service. And Congress offers 
incentives for employers who hire vets. 

Meanwhile, the Labor Department runs 3,000 career 
centers where veterans have priority, with 1,000 employment 
specialists advocating for veterans among employers 
nationwide. 

One such program, in Frederick, Md., helped Carlos 
Canas, a former Army medic, pay for community college 
tuition after he was laid off. He earned a phlebotomy 
certificate that led to a job drawing blood at a local hospital. 

But other veterans continue to be turned away. 
One employer told Pizzo, the Air Force veteran, that he 

didn't think Pizzo would be willing to take orders from 
younger civilians. 

"I get responses like, 'We're looking for a more traditional 
background,' " he said. To make ends meet, Pizzo, who lives 
on Long Island, has worked part-time construction and 
demolition jobs. 

But he's still trying to find the perfect job. 
"One good thing about the military is that it gave me the 

confidence to keep on going," he said. "Whoever hires me, 
they're going to hit the jackpot." 
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46. Marine Who Criticized Obama To Be Discharged 
(LOS ANGELES TIMES 26 APR 12) ... Tony Perry 

SAN DIEGO -- A Marine sergeant who criticized 
President Obama on Facebook was notified Wednesday that 
he is being dismissed from the service with an other-than-
honorable discharge. 

Gary Stein, 26, a nine-year veteran who served in Iraq, 
will be demoted to lance corporal, and his discharge status will 
make him ineligible for most federal veterans benefits, after 
Brig. Gen. Daniel Yoo accepted the unanimous 
recommendation of an Administrative Separation Board. 

The panel found that he made disparaging comments 
about Obama that were detrimental to good order and 
discipline and violated military law. 

Civilian lawyers for Stein said they would continue to 
fight in federal court to prevent Stein from being dismissed or 
to win his reinstatement. The administrative paperwork for 
Stein's dismissal should take a week or more, Marine officials 
said. 

Lawyers from the American Civil Liberties Union and the 
conservative U.S. Justice Foundation said Stein's 1st 
Amendment rights were being violated by the Marine Corps. 

"I don't believe Sgt. Stein did anything other than engage 
in political speech," said the ACLU's David Loy. "Since the 
days of Valley Forge, I seriously doubt that there haven't been 
members of the armed forces who haven't complained about 
their government." 

Gary Kreep of the U.S. Justice Foundation said he 
believes Stein was targeted by the Obama administration. 

After the announcement of Yoo's decision, Stein put a 
post on his Facebook page thanking his family and friends for 
their support. 

"Even though I will be discharged no one can take the 
title of Marine away from me," the post said. "...Today is just 
the start of the rest of my life. Semper Fi." 

On Facebook postings, Stein had called Obama a coward 
and an enemy, vowed not to salute him, declared he would not 
follow orders from Obama that he considered illegal, and 
urged the president's electoral defeat. 

One of the websites was an Armed Forces Tea Party page 
on Facebook created by Stein, who sought to sell bumper 
stickers that were printed with "NOBAMA 2012." 

Stein, a weather forecaster, recently lost his security 
clearance and was working as a scheduler on the rifle range at 
Camp Pendleton. 

A Marine spokesman said Yoo, commanding general of 
Marine Corps Recruit Depot San Diego, "found the 
[separation] board was conducted in accordance with law and 
regulation, the findings of misconduct were supported by the 
evidence of record, and thus approved the board's 
recommendation." 

Stein's current enlistment would have ended in late July. 
He had hoped to reenlist. 
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47. Senators: DADT Discharge Corrections Stuck In Red Tape 
(THE HILL 25 APR 12) ... Jeremy Herb 

Three lawmakers say the Pentagon is putting too much 
red tape in front of veterans who want the word “homosexual” 
removed from their discharges when they were kicked out 
under “Don’t ask, don’t tell.” 

Sens. Joe Lieberman (I-Conn.), Kirsten Gillibrand (D-
N.Y.) and Mark Udall (D-Colo.) sent a letter to Defense 
Secretary Leon Panetta on Monday urging him to streamline 
the “overly burdensome process” for veterans to have their 
discharges corrected. 

They say the discharge issue could become a barrier for 
future employment. 

“As long as a former service member's Narrative Reason 
for a discharge is ‘Homosexual Conduct,’ ‘Homosexual Act’ 
or ‘Homosexual Marriage,’ that service member is compelled 
to be ‘out’ to any future civilian employer and anyone else 
who sees the document,” the senators wrote. “Likewise, the 

negative re-entry code serves as a barrier to employment 
opportunities.” 

The senators asked Panetta to remove the documentation 
requirements for changing the discharge, including providing 
evidence that must overcome the “presumption” from the 
discharge review board that the discharge was proper. 

“The Department should further clarify that, where there 
are no aggravating factors in the service member's record, the 
presumption should be in favor of correction,” the senators 
wrote. 

“Veterans who were discharged under DADT should not 
be compelled to carry with them a narrative reason for 
separation that indicates their sexual orientation to anyone 
who sees their discharge document,” they said. “In order to 
begin to put the regrettable policy of DADT fully behind us, 
the process of getting these documents corrected needs to be 
accessible and achievable for all.” 
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48. Historic Warship Excavation Planned Near Upper Marlboro 
Ship believed to be flagship of fleet scuttled prior to War of 1812 battle 
(PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY (MD) GAZETTE 26 APR 12) ... Erich Wagner 

Southern Prince George’s officials and historians hope a 
nearly unprecedented archaeological dig in the Patuxent River 
near Upper Marlboro will advance historic tourism during the 
state’s War of 1812 bicentennial commemorations. 

Archaeologists with the State Highway Administration, 
the Maryland Historical Trust and the Navy are working on 
plans to excavate a shipwreck they believe to be the U.S.S. 
Scorpion, a scuttled warship from the War of 1812, starting 
next spring as part of the state’s efforts to commemorate the 
200th anniversary of the war. 

This year officials are preparing plans for how to excavate 
the wreck and obtain a series of environmental permits to 
allow the dig to move forward. 

Stephen Sonnett, president of Upper Marlboro’s board of 
town commissioners, said he hopes interest in the shipwreck 
will attract additional visitors to the town’s own piece of War 
of 1812 history: the grave site of Dr. William Beanes, a 
Revolutionary and War of 1812 doctor who was taken captive 
by British troops during the war. 

“We are active participants in the Prince George’s County 
War of 1812 Committee, and we hope events like this will 
certainly add to the interest people may have in the town,” 
Sonnett said. “We hope to be ready for them.” 

Dave Turner, chairman of the county Historic 
Preservation Commission, said the shipwreck shows how the 
war was felt throughout Prince George’s County, not just 
around Bladensburg. He said there’s no reason the county 
shouldn’t capitalize on the battlefields, which draw people to 
Gettysburg, Pa., and archeological digs, which draw people to 
Williamsburg, Va. 

“It truly is a countywide tourist experience,” Turner said. 
“We’d like to see some kind of effort made by either the 
private sector or the county to get actual tours from 
Washington [D.C.] out to the sites… We need to go to where 
the tourists are, rather than rely on them coming to us.” 

Officials plan to excavate artifacts from the wreck using a 
method of cutting the ship off from the rest of the river and 

excavating as if it were on dry land, something that has only 
been done once before North America, they said, to excavate 
the La Belle, a 17th century French ship that wrecked in 
Matagorda Bay in Texas. 

Bob Neyland, a Navy underwater archaeologist, said the 
ship in question is believed to be the flagship of Navy 
Commodore Joshua Barney’s Chesapeake Bay Flotilla, which 
was built in 1814 to harass the much larger British ships that 
had formed a blockade in the bay. 

They were eventually chased up the Patuxent River, and 
were scuttled so that the Sailors and marines could join U.S. 
troops at the Battle of Bladensburg, where the British defeated 
American soldiers, leading to the burning of Washington. 

Julie Schablitsky, SHA’s chief investigator on the project, 
said the project is slated to cost a total of $5 million through 
2017, including the preparation, excavation and then 
preservation and cataloging of artifacts uncovered. The project 
is a joint venture paid for mostly by the Navy and the federal 
Transportation Enhancement Plan, she said, with state 
agencies providing ‘in-kind’ support in the way of staffing. 

Schablitsky said the plan is to build a steel structure 
around the wreck called a cofferdam, drain the water inside it 
to create a dry archaeological site. 

She and Neyland agreed that the use of the dry cofferdam 
not only makes it easier for archaeologists to recover artifacts 
than if they were diving, but also allows residents to watch the 
excavation as it happens. 

“It’ll be something where if people come out to visit, 
since it’ll be open to the public, it’ll be a once in a lifetime 
experience,” Schablitsky said. 

The archaeology may be more simple because of how 
unusually well preserved the shipwreck is, Neyland said. A 
week or two after the ship sank in August 1814, a hurricane 
came through the area, covering the wreck in sediment, 
preserving it like a “time capsule,” he said. 

“In a lot of shipwrecks, you’ll find the wood has been 
destroyed by marine organisms,” Neyland said. “And in more 
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saltwater environments, you may only have the very bottom of 
the hull preserved. But this is a time capsule ... when we 
pulled out a pair of surgical scissors last year, they were 
pristine, and still looked sharp.” 

Neyland said that while the War of 1812 is often 
overlooked among the country’s early wars, it was incredibly 

important and marked a turning point in both the country and 
in military policy. 

“It was an important war and event in solidifying that the 
U.S. was going to be a free nation, free of British influence 
and conquest,” Neyland said. “But it also showed leaders at 
the time the importance of having a professional navy and 
military, as opposed to civilian militias.” 
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49. Navy Releases Kettani Early To Pursue NFL Dream 
(NAVY TIMES 25 APR 12) ... Sam Fellman 

A lieutenant junior grade was released early from his 
active-duty contract to pursue his dream of playing in the 
National Football League, the Navy said Tuesday, in a move 
that reverses a prior denial. 

Lieutenant j.g. Eric Kettani, a former Naval Academy 
running back who graduated in 2009, made the practice squad 
of the New England Patriots last summer and had moved up to 
Foxboro, Mass., only to learn that his waiver from his active-
duty obligation was denied by Juan Garcia, assistant Navy 
secretary for manpower and reserve affairs. Kettani returned to 
his old ship, the frigate Klakring. 

Navy Secretary Ray Mabus approved Kettani’s appeal, 
Navy spokeswoman Lt. Cmdr. Tamara Lawrence said 
Tuesday. As part of the agreement, Kettani will have to repay 
the Navy roughly $60,000 for the cost of his academy 

education and training and will serve in the Navy reserve for 
up to seven years. 

“It’s a completely different world for me,” Kettani said in 
short interview Tuesday night, 30 minutes after he got official 
word of the approval. He had been slated to report as 
navigator on amphibious transport dock San Diego, but now 
he plans to get back to Foxboro and the Patriots as soon as 
possible. 

“I’ll be playing for one of the best teams,” Kettani said, 
pointing out the Patriots made it all the way to the Super Bowl 
last season. 

“Right now, I’m on the active roster so my plan is to 
make the team,” Kettani said, adding: “I’m just going to take 
things day by day and do my job with the Patriots and 
hopefully help out as best possible and help the Navy out.” 
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OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
50. House Starts On The Bumpy Road Of Tackling Defense Spending 
(WASHINGTON POST 26 APR 12) ... Walter Pincus 

The roller-coaster ride is about to begin for defense 
spending, and it promises to be long and bumpy. 

On Thursday, subcommittees of the House Armed 
Services Committee begin to mark up the fiscal 2013 Defense 
Authorization Bill. This will be the ride up because the 
Republican-controlled panel has indicated that it will add 
about $8 billion to the $546 billion set by the 2011 Budget 
Control Act (BCA). President Obama, Defense Secretary Leon 
E. Panetta and the Joint Chiefs of Staff supported the BCA, 
but the president’s budget is $3.7 billion above the BCA 
figure. That’s because it includes security spending for 
agencies other than the Pentagon. 

For its core fiscal 2013 budget, the Pentagon produced a 
new strategic plan as well as proposed reductions next year — 
$6 billion from this year’s spending. It went farther, too: a 
total of $487 billion over the next 10 years. However, 
understand that after 2013, those deep cuts are from increases 
already built in to spending over those years. 

Fiscal 2013 is the only year that defense spending under 
Obama will actually be cut from a previous year. From fiscal 
2013 on, the defense budgets will continue to grow, just not as 
fast as planned. 

Under the House GOP plan, fiscal 2013 defense spending 
would be at the same rate as this year, but its future increases 
would grow at a faster pace than in the president’s plan. 

So what types of things do the House Republicans on 
these Armed Services subcommittees want to increase? 

Perhaps we can say the first shot in the budget battle was 
fired Wednesday, when the subcommittee on military 

personnel put out what is called “the chairman’s mark,” the 
basic plan worked out by Rep. Joe Wilson (R-S.C.). It will be 
the basis for discussion and amendments Thursday before 
Wilson’s subcommittee. 

One change that Wilson wants to make is to continue the 
use of 18 Air Force Block 30 RQ-Global Hawk unmanned 
surveillance aircraft. The president canceled an additional 
purchase of 24 of the $200 million aircraft and wanted to put 
the 18 already purchased in storage. The plan was to save 
some $2.5 billion over five years. The justification was that 
the older, piloted U-2 airplane does the same job and has 
better imaging capability. 

Since Wilson’s panel controls only personnel, his 
“marked” bill just adds 560 people to the strength of the Air 
Force “to reflect the corresponding manpower requirements to 
maintain” the 18 Global Hawks that might be retired. Another 
House Armed Services panel would have to add the funds to 
operate and maintain the Global Hawks. A committee 
spokesman said he was unable to say how much that would 
cost. But a budget expert estimated that the House plan would 
require an additional $800 million in fiscal 2013 and $2.4 
billion over five years, assuming that the U-2s were retired. 

The increase may make it through because it has some 
bipartisan support. Rep. Norm Dicks (Wash.), ranking 
Democrat on the House Appropriations Committee, criticized 
the Air Force for agreeing to the Obama plan. He said during a 
hearing, “I’m worried… we already bought them and we need 
to find some way to get some utilization out of them.” 
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Another possible change from Wilson’s “mark” is 
language that would “make clear that non-monetary 
contributions to health-care benefits made by our troops and 
their families through a career of service to America 
represents pre-payment of health-care premiums in 
retirement.” 

Wilson opposes the plan to raise fees for medical care for 
9.65 million Tricare beneficiaries. Most of those fees would 
apply only to working-age retirees and would in part be based 
on their current income. 

The strategic subcommittee “mark” has added nearly 
$500 million for the Iron Dome program, a short-range missile 
defense program conducted jointly with Israel. The money is 
to be spent between 2013 and 2015 and would bring to $900 
million the U.S. contribution. The Iron Dome system has 
proved successful in intercepting recent short-range missile 
attacks on Israel and probably would have bipartisan support. 

The Republicans on the House Armed Services 
Committee hope to get their overall bill marked up before 
summer and expect the Democratic-run Senate Armed 

Services Committee to complete its version by then, too. That 
would allow a conference between the two bills to be 
completed by September and passage before Congress 
adjourns for the November elections. 

By September, there also will have to be some settlement 
of fiscal 2013 appropriations, with a continuing resolution 
covering all those departments whose individual bills have not 
passed. 

Then there is the Dec. 31 deadline for dealing with the 
Bush income tax cuts, both for middle- and upper-income 
people. 

Adding to all that, neither party has produced a solution 
for the additional deficit-reduction program of $1.2 trillion in 
increased revenue or cuts over the next 10 years required 
under the BCA. Otherwise, sequestration, the automatic 
reduction of some $600 billion in security and an additional 
$600 billion in non-security spending must be made starting 
Jan. 3. 

It is not a good time to be a Pentagon planner or program 
manager. 
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51. Too Long To Wait For The VA's Help 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 25 APR 12) ... Editorials 

Too much, far too much, can happen in 50 days to a 
person who needs mental health care but is unable to get it. 

Sadly, that's how long nearly half of America's veterans 
have to wait to receive help, according to an inspector 
general's report released Monday. 

The backlog is yet another shameful breakdown in our 
nation's support of the men and women who've risked their 
lives in the long wars in Afghanistan and Iraq. 

Last week, the Department of Veterans Affairs announced 
plans to hire an additional 1,900 mental health workers, a 
staffing increase of about 10 percent. 

The expansion has been too slow to arrive. VA officials 
have been told repeatedly - by mental health workers, veterans 
groups and others - that significant staffing increases at VA 
facilities in recent years haven't kept pace with an ever-
growing caseload. 

Since 2005, the VA has increased its mental health staff 
by 45 percent. And officials have steadfastly maintained that 
they've been efficient in responding to requests for help, even 
boasting that 95 percent of veterans receive a full evaluation 
within 14 days of a request. 

But the department's inspector general confirmed what 
others have been reporting for so long - the response is 
typically far worse, and the VA has been failing to retain and 
replace psychiatrists, nurses and others. 

In fact, investigators found that the VA doesn't really have 
an accurate system in place to assess how quickly they 
schedule veterans for appointments and initiate treatment. In 
addition to increasing staff, that problem also must be 
addressed. 

VA officials said they'll be able to add the new employees 
using $172 million in its current budget. Congress, fond of 
holding hearings on veterans issues but slow to address needs, 
must ensure the funding is sufficient to provide the staff 
troubled veterans need. 

The agency is now treating 1.3 million veterans for 
mental health problems, including close to 400,000 who 
served in Afghanistan and Iraq, according to USA Today. 

The VA's records indicate that 10,000 new patients with 
post-traumatic stress disorder check into hospitals every three 
months - a number that's sure to increase as the military draws 
down the number of personnel in those two countries. 

All too often in recent years, the military, the VA and 
other federal agencies have been forced to apologize to 
veterans and their families for failing to live up to 
commitments regarding housing, medical care and even 
burials. 

The responsibility to address veterans in their hour of 
need must be met, and it must be met quickly. As Rep. Jeff 
Miller, a Republican from Florida, recently said, "These are 
wounds that cannot wait." 

Return to Index 
 

52. Veterans And Brain Disease 
(NEW YORK TIMES 26 APR 12) ... Nicholas D. Kristof 

He was a 27-year-old former Marine, struggling to adjust 
to civilian life after two tours in Iraq. Once an A student, he 
now found himself unable to remember conversations, dates 
and routine bits of daily life. He became irritable, snapped at 
his children and withdrew from his family. He and his wife 
began divorce proceedings. 

This young man took to alcohol, and a drunken car crash 
cost him his driver’s license. The Department of Veterans 
Affairs diagnosed him with post-traumatic stress disorder, or 
P.T.S.D. When his parents hadn’t heard from him in two days, 
they asked the police to check on him. The officers found his 
body; he had hanged himself with a belt. 
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That story is devastatingly common, but the autopsy of 
this young man’s brain may have been historic. It revealed 
something startling that may shed light on the epidemic of 
suicides and other troubles experienced by veterans of wars in 
Iraq and Afghanistan. 

His brain had been physically changed by a disease called 
chronic traumatic encephalopathy, or C.T.E. That’s a 
degenerative condition best-known for affecting boxers, 
football players and other athletes who endure repeated blows 
to the head. 

In people with C.T.E., an abnormal form of a protein 
accumulates and eventually destroys cells throughout the 
brain, including the frontal and temporal lobes. Those are 
areas that regulate impulse control, judgment, multitasking, 
memory and emotions. 

That Marine was the first Iraq veteran found to have 
C.T.E., but experts have since autopsied a dozen or more other 
veterans’ brains and have repeatedly found C.T.E. The 
findings raise a critical question: Could blasts from bombs or 
grenades have a catastrophic impact similar to those of 
repeated concussions in sports, and could the rash of suicides 
among young veterans be a result? 

“P.T.S.D. in a high-risk cohort like war veterans could 
actually be a physical disease from permanent brain damage, 
not a psychological disease,” said Bennet Omalu, the 
neuropathologist who examined the veteran. Dr. Omalu 
published an article about the 27-year-old veteran as a sentinel 
case in Neurosurgical Focus, a peer-reviewed medical journal. 

The discovery of C.T.E. in veterans could be stunningly 
important. Sadly, it could also suggest that the worst is yet to 
come, for C.T.E. typically develops in midlife, decades after 
exposure. If we are seeing C.T.E. now in war veterans, we 
may see much more in the coming years. 

So far, just this one case of a veteran with C.T.E. has been 
published in a peer-reviewed medical journal. But at least 
three groups of scientists are now conducting brain autopsies 
on veterans, and they have found C.T.E. again and again, 
experts tell me. Publication of this research is in the works. 

The finding of C.T.E. may help answer a puzzle. 
Returning Vietnam veterans did not have sharply elevated 
suicide rates as Iraq and Afghan veterans do today. One 
obvious difference is that Afghan and Iraq veterans are much 
more likely to have been exposed to blasts, whose shock 
waves send the brain crashing into the skull. 

“Imagine a squishy, gelatinous material, surrounded by 
fluid, and then surrounded by a hard skull,” explained Robert 
A. Stern, a C.T.E. expert at Boston University School of 
Medicine. “The brain is going to move, jiggle around inside 
the skull. A helmet cannot do anything about that.” 

Dr. Stern emphasized that the study of C.T.E. is still in its 
infancy. But he said that his hunch is that C.T.E. accounts for 
a share — he has no idea how large — of veteran suicides. 
C.T.E. leads to a degenerative loss of memory and thinking 
ability and, eventually, to dementia. There is also often a 
pattern of depression, impulsiveness and, all too often, suicide. 
There is now no treatment, or even a way of diagnosing C.T.E. 
other than examining the brain after death. 

While the sports industry has lagged in responding to the 
discovery of C.T.E., and still does not adequately protect 
athletes from repeated concussions, the military has been far 
more proactive. The Defense Department has formed its own 
unit to autopsy brains and study whether blasts may be 
causing C.T.E. 

Frankly, I was hesitant to write this column. Some 
veterans and their families are at wit’s end. If the problem in 
some cases is a degenerative physical ailment, currently 
incurable and fated to get worse, do they want to know? 

I called Cheryl DeBow, a mother I wrote about recently. 
She sent two strong, healthy sons to Iraq. One committed 
suicide, and the other is struggling. DeBow said that it would 
actually be comforting to know that there might be an 
underlying physical ailment, even if it is progressive. 

“You’re dealing with a ghost when it’s P.T.S.D.,” she told 
me a couple of days ago. “Everything changes when it’s 
something physical. People are more understanding. It’s a 
relief to the veterans and to the family. And, anyway, we want 
to know.” 

Return to Index 
 
 

BBLLOOGGSS::  
53. EXCERPTS FROM BLOGS AROUND THE WORLD 
(PUBLISHED 23 APR – 26 APR 12) 

 
Women In Defense Lead The Way by Kathy Donnelly, 

SES from NAWCAD Commander Blog, April 25 
“Don't let anything stop you. There will be times when 

you'll be disappointed, but you can't stop. Make yourself the 
very best that you can make of what you are. The very best.” 

~ Sadie T. Alexander 
Recently, I was fortunate enough to take part in the 

Women in Defense Symposium in San Diego—a National 
Security organization, made up of 12 chapters, that cultivates 
and supports the advancement and recognition of women in all 
aspects of national security. WID was established to provide 
women a formal environment for professional growth through 
networking, education and career development. 

The theme for the symposium was “Cultivating Today’s 
Leaders for Tomorrow’s Challenges,” and included topics 

such as creating a meaningful experience in STEM for female 
students, lessons learned to reach the top of the Defense 
industry, charismatic leadership and a Robotics 
competition/demo. 

The panel that I participated in discussed “Multiple 
SYSCOMs, Multiple Programs of Record: How do we deliver 
an end-to-end solution?” Systems of systems integration is 
about networking information type systems and sharing data 
with a strong focus on interfaces. The SYSCOMs first 
developed a common systems engineering process among 
NAVAIR, NAVSEA and Space & Naval Warfare Systems 
Command (SPAWAR) and then expanded to a Systems 
Engineering Stakeholders Group (SESG) 10 years ago. 

Each of the chief engineers within the SESG meets to 
discuss cost effective, integrated business and technical 
practices to better support the United States Navy and the 
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Marine Corps. The concept is one of shared goals and 
partnering in common areas of responsibility to achieve 
measurable results based on linkage with the sponsors and the 
fleet. The strengthened cross-SYSCOM working relationships 
among SYSCOM Commanders, PEOs and stakeholders 
ultimately provide the Fleet with highly capable weapons and 
information technology systems. 

The “enginerd” in me finds that very interesting – making 
sure the pieces all fit together and work collectively to provide 
one solution. 

The good news is that we have come a long way toward 
delivering an end-to-end solution—but we still have work to 
do. As a collective, we are focusing on interfaces and 
providing more emphasis on mission engineering – how we 
translate operational needs into system requirements across 
program boundaries. 

The Women in Defense Symposium was a fantastic 
experience. I look forward to my continued participation in the 
future and highly encourage women in the defense industry to 
look into joining a local chapter. The WID has chapters 
throughout the United States, including Southern Maryland, 
Washington DC, Central Florida, San Diego and Upstate New 
York. Participation in this organization offers women 
opportunities for professional networking and the chance to 
build a support system with others who share similar work 
related experiences. Please visit the WID website at 
http://wid.ndia.org/Pages/default.aspx to learn more about the 
organization. 

 
#SAAM: Det. Dwyer Raises Awareness with 

Basketball Tournament by Marlene M. Houngbedji from 
NMCB 11 Blog, April 24 

HELMAND PROVINCE, Afghanistan — Seabees 
assigned to Naval Mobile Construction Battalion (NMCB) 11 
joined U.S. Navy efforts to raise awareness on sexual assault 
with a detail-wide basketball tournament on April 20. 

“We can’t really do a fundraiser or anything fancy like 
they are back home, right now, but it’s important to take a day 
out of our week to do it,” said Equipment Operator 1st Class 
Charles E. Bernard, Sexual Assault Prevention and Response 
(SAPR) representative. His statement kicked off three hours of 
competition between eight teams. 

The tournament, which was initially scheduled as team-
building entertainment by Morale, Welfare, and Recreation 
representative Equipment Operator 3rd Class Carmen P. 
Rivera, from Naples, Fla., was repurposed as a Sexual Assault 
Awareness Month event. 

Having participated in several in-class training sessions 
on sexual assault prevention before and during the month of 
April, the Seabees’ willingness to also dedicate an event to the 
cause while on their only weekly half-day off was a clear 
display of support for the program. 

“It was a fun day to drop the battle rattle, relax and build 
team cohesion while recognizing the Navy’s commitment to 
sexual assault awareness and prevention,” said participant, 
Utilitiesman 1st Class Emily A. Fowler, from Derry, N.H. 
“It’s great to see the troops have a little fun after a lot of hard 
work.” 

Of the eight, three-member teams signed-up, two 
remained after an eliminatory process, pitting chiefs and 
officer-in-charge against troops several years their junior. 

“Age almost prevailed where nearly the entire detail 
participated,” said Construction Mechanic Chief Robert R. 
Crespin, of Price, Utah., after his team of older players beat 
two others to compete in the final game and won second place. 

Following the release of the 21st Century Sailor and 
Marine, the focus of which is to maximize Sailor and Marine 
personal readiness, Navy-wide efforts to build resiliency and 
increase effectiveness have, by and large, reached new 
heights. This year thus marks a renewed interest in the impact 
of sexual assault on troop readiness and performance as the 
Navy kicked-off a monthlong, highly publicized campaign on 
the theme of ‘Hurts One, Affects All.’ Prevention of Sexual 
Assault is Everyone’s Duty.’ 

Equipment Operator 3rd Class Carmen P. Rivera, who 
initiated te tournament, considered the event a great way to 
improve cohesion and morale. “It is also a fun way to raise 
awareness on a very serious topic at all levels of our local 
chain of command,” she said. 

Sexual Assault Prevention and Response is an important 
element of the readiness area of the 21st Century Sailor and 
Marine initiative which consolidates a set of objectives and 
policies, new and existing, to maximize Sailor and Marine 
personal readiness, build resiliency and hone the most combat-
effective force in the history of the Navy and Marine Corps. 
The Department of the Navy is working to aggressively to 
prevent sexual assaults, to support sexual assault victims, and 
to hold offenders accountable. 

Help raise awareness by joining the conversation on 
social media using #SAAM. 

Homeported in Gulfport, Miss., NMCB-11 is deployed to 
Afghanistan to conduct general, mobility, survivability 
engineering operations, defensive operations, Afghan National 
Army partnering and detachement of units in combined/joint 
operations area – Afghanistan in order to enable the 
neutralization of the insurgency and support improved 
governance and stability operations. 

 
Wounded Warriors Soak Up Lessons From Warrior 

Games Coach by Victoria Holmes from Warrior Care 
(DoD Live), April 24 

While there have been challenges, Dr. Aaron Moffett says 
his experience coaching the Navy/Coast Guard swim team for 
the annual Warrior Games has been the highlight of his career. 

This week, Dr. Moffett reunited with the team in 
Colorado Springs, Colo. to give final guidance before the start 
of third annual Games. He hopes his team, half of whom are 
returning competitors, can at least match last year’s results of 
nine gold medals, three silvers and one bronze. 

Outside of coaching Sailors and Coast Guardsmen, Dr. 
Moffett is an associate professor of kinesiology and director of 
the DisAbility Sports Festival at Cal State San Bernardino 
where he prepares youth and adults for the Paralympic Games. 

He says it is coaching wounded warrior athletes from the 
pool deck that gives him honor. 

“This is my way of giving back – to say thank you to 
them,” said Dr. Moffett. 

If he only had to coach from one pool deck his 
responsibilities as a second-year coach would probably be 
easier. But with team members located around the country, the 
only chance Dr. Moffet has to meet in-person with his team is 
at a few training camps a year. The rest of his coaching is 
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done over email or even text and that proves to be tough, he 
said. Making adaptations so his warrior athletes can be 
competitive swimmers, on the other hand, isn’t a challenge. 

“There aren’t any major adaptations. I make 
accommodations across the board for a natural environment to 
make my swimmers in all areas that much better,” he said. 
Take the case of Navy Lieutenant Brad Snyder who is blind. 
Swimmers must know where the pool wall is, but that doesn’t 
require vision said Dr. Moffet. “As a swimmer, you just 
know,” he added. So Dr. Moffett worked with Lt. Snyder on 
perfecting his stroke count so he could just know. Today, Lt. 
Snyder is one of the team’s fastest swimmers; he has even 
qualified for the national Paralympics team. 

Navy veteran Nathan DeWalt worked with Dr. Moffett on 
adjusting his swim stroke. Due to his spinal cord injury, which 
left him with no control over his legs, he needed a natural way 
to help his back stay up and fine tuning his arm reach has 
really helped him improve. 

Whether the men and women on the team are swimming 
to get better in events such as 50- and 100-meter freestyle, 50 
meter backstroke or the 200 meter freestyle relay, Dr. Moffett 
says he works with each athlete on “feeling the water.” 

“Swimmers shave to take dead skin cells off and put their 
nerve endings closer to the water,” said Dr. Moffett. “A good 
swimmer always wants to be pushing water instead of air. I’m 
working on making them better with these skills.” 

Navy mineman Linda Simpson, a single leg amputee, is 
new to adaptive sports and she is listening to everything Dr. 
Moffett has to offer. He says her willingness to try new things 
and desire to soak everything in is fantastic for a coach. 

The lessons learned at training camp and even through the 
phone have shown an impact not only in athletic 
reconditioning but in the mental and social health of these 
wounded, ill and injured warriors as well. Service members 
are flourishing in and out of the water because of their Warrior 
Games experience. 

“They are working in a safe environment. Working on 
post traumatic stress disorder, talking freely inside the group 
and they take that home and talk to their families,” said Dr. 
Moffett. “They really start to reintegrate from the camps.” 

Navy Lt. Melanie Monts de Oca competes with a lower 
body impairment while also recovering from a traumatic brain 
injury. She is a Warrior Games veteran whose experience is a 
great asset for the team, he said. 

From veterans to rookies, Dr. Moffett is proud of his team 
and their improvements. It won’t be much longer before they 
have the chance to show their hard work has paid off, but Dr. 
Moffet is already humbled and hopes to see each of his 
athletes also get back to being successful in their communities. 

“It’s an incredible feeling to work with the men and 
women on the Navy/Coast Guard team,” Dr. Moffett said. 
“They’ve done so much for us and yet they are saying ‘thank 
you’ to me.” 

 
Days Left Before Deployment: Six – “Automatic Data 

Processing Isn’t Automatic.” by Joshua Harris from 
Pacific Partnership Blog, April 25 

While supply department continues to work their magic, 
the ship’s automatic data processing (ADP) division is busy 
making a different kind of magic – they make the connections 

that make work and life in a modern world possible – and it’s 
not as easy as ADP makes it look. 

Hi there -- my name is Joshua Harris. I am a Network 
Engineer and have been working aboard Mercy since 2007. 
After that many years, I must either be crazy or enjoy jumping 
through flaming hoops and emergent IT problems that come 
with trying to give everybody what they want. 

My department is responsible for all of the computers, 
radios, phones, pagers, the ship’s TV station and more than 40 
different medical IT systems. We try to keep everything up 
100% of the time. We also work hand-in-hand with the crew 
upstairs in Radio to keep all of our satellite connections 
working and manage all data communications to our teams 
ashore while we are on mission. 

If that sounds like a lot, it’s because it is – in fact, 
yesterday we delivered 5,623 emails, transported 192,603 web 
pages, completed 1,212 phone calls (those are voice over 
internet phone calls) and performed five test video 
teleconferences with Commander, U.S. Pacific Fleet and 
CISCO systems –all as a part of a little thing I like to call, 
“Tuesday.” 

Around the ship I am best known as the “computer drop 
guy”… if you want a new computer, I am here to hook you up. 
Just this week we installed 20 new drops for everything from 
Blood Analyzers to GPS Synchronized clock displays in the 
operations center. That means pulling cable through parts of 
the ship most people don’t even know exist. 

My typical day begins before dawn to make sure the 
ship’s 480 computer drops and 385 fiber optic trunk lines are 
working properly. That way, when everyone comes into the 
office, they can sit down, check their emails, update Facebook, 
surf the “interwebs” – and sometimes even do a little work. 

We are less than a week from deployment, and there is 
still SO MUCH work to be completed. It always seems like 
everything comes down to the wire (IT pun intended), but in 
the end, we pull together as a team and get the job done. 

IT work aside, being a part of this humanitarian mission 
and seeing all of the hope and happiness that the crew and 
NGO volunteers bring to the other side of the world is very 
humbling. It really makes me appreciate just how good we 
have it back home. I’m truly proud be a part of the IT team on 
board the Mercy, to be a member of Pacific Partnership and to 
do my part to make it all happen! 

Broadcast Clip - USNS Mercy Sailors Have Uniforms 
Sprayed To Protect From Insects In Upcoming Mission 

(YOUTUBE 24 APR 12) MCC Josh Treadwell 
Sailors and civilian personnel spray uniforms with 

permethrin, an insecticide, to repel insects while in host 
nations in preparation of Pacific Partnership 2012. Pacific 
Partnership 2012 is the seventh in a series of U.S. Pacific Fleet 
humanitarian and civic assistance missions aimed at 
strengthening regional relationships with host and partner 
nations, as well as providing natural disaster response training, 
in Southeast Asia and the Western Pacific. 

View Clip (RT: 0:21) 
Broadcast Clip - USNS Mercy Participates In Fire 

And Lifeboat Training 
(YOUTUBE 25 APR 12) U.S. Navy 
USNS Mercy participates in fire and life boat 

certifications conducted by the Coast Guard April 25 in 
preperation for Pacific Partnership 2012. 
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View Clip (RT: 0:59) 
 
Sens To SecDef: Not So Fast On WestPac Decisions by 

Philip Ewing from DoD Buzz, April 24 
Here’s something unusual: Three key Senate lawmakers 

getting out front of a defense announcement before it’s even 
been made. 

The top leaders of the Senate Armed Services Committee, 
Michigan Democrat Sen. Carl Levin and Arizona Republican 
Sen. John McCain, penned a letter with Virginia Democrat 
Sen. Jim Webb on Tuesday urging the Pentagon to remember 
its obligations to Congress before it finalizes new basing 
agreements with Japan. 

What new basing agreements? you ask. Why, ones that 
haven’t been rolled out yet, but are apparently set to be on 
Wednesday. Here’s what Levin, McCain and Webb wrote to 
Secretary Panetta on Tuesday: 

We have been advised informally that the United 
States and Japan are preparing to announce an 
agreement regarding basing issues on Okinawa and 
Guam as early as this Wednesday, April 25, in advance 
of Prime Minister Noda’s coming visit to the United 
States. While we have been strongly encouraging a 
resolution of this complex and troubling issue, we feel 
compelled to emphasize that no new basing proposal 
can be considered final until it has the support of 
Congress, which has important oversight and funding 
responsibilities. 
Quite. Levin, McCain and Webb say they’re invested in 

what happens with the disposition of American forces in 
Okinawa and Guam, and they reminded Panetta in their letter 
that DoD still owes them due diligence on the way forward: 

As you know, we have been particularly interested 
in this matter and included in the Fiscal Year 2012 
National Defense Authorization Act provisions that 
relate directly to the plans for U.S. forces in Asia. One 
provision, section 346, required an independent 
examination of the U.S. strategic posture in the Asia-
Pacific region and submission of that assessment, with 
Defense Department review, to the congressional 
defense committees for our consideration; we 
understand that independent assessment will not be 
received until June 28, 2012. Another provision, 
section 2207, prohibits the expenditure of funds for 
certain activities on Guam until various conditions are 
met; none of those conditions have yet been met. 

Based on the information we have received about 
this emerging agreement, we have many questions that 
have not been fully addressed. We require additional 
information regarding how this proposal relates to the 
broader strategic concept of operations in the region, 
the Marine Corps’ concept of operations, master plans, 
and alternatives to base realignments on Guam and 
Okinawa, as well as the positioning of U.S. Air Force 
units in the Asia-Pacific region. We also remain 
concerned about the absence of firm cost estimates 
informed by basing plans, an analysis of logistical 
requirements, and environmental studies related to this 
new agreement. Further, a recent visit by Senator 
Webb to Okinawa (his third visit in the past two years) 

was characterized by a less-than-forthcoming series of 
responses from U.S. government officials. 
As you’ve read here before, there is only one 

transgression that the Hill will not abide: A snub or a slight. 
You can do almost anything else — breach Nunn-McCurdy; 
offer no date for initial operational capability; or have delay 
after delay. But you resist calls for information; deal less than 
forthrightly; or dissemble at your peril. 

So conclude Levin, McCain and Webb, who make clear 
that they intend for Congress to have a say in what happens 
with Japan and Guam, no matter what the U.S. and Japan are 
prepared to announce coming up: 

[F]or the reasons given above, it is our position 
that any announcement on this critical matter that goes 
beyond an agreement in principle at this time would be 
premature and could have the unintended consequences 
of creating more difficulties for our important alliance. 
There you have it — all that’s left now is to wait and see 

whether the Pentagon does, in fact, make an announcement 
soon about new basing agreements. 

 
Sino–Russian Naval Exercises: Shape of Things to 

Come? by Dean Cheng from The Foundry (Heritage 
Foundation), April 25 

This week, the Chinese and Russian militaries began the 
first joint naval exercises the two sides have ever conducted. 

The exercise, occurring near Qingdao on the Yellow Sea, 
will involve 16 Chinese surface combatants and two 
submarines, including five missile destroyers, five missile 
frigates, and four missile boats, as well as a resupply ship and 
one of China’s new hospital ships. These are most likely 
drawn from the Chinese Northern Fleet, which is 
headquartered in Qingdao. 

The Russian contingent is comprised of four surface 
combatants, including the Slava-class cruiser Varyag and three 
Udaloy-class anti-submarine destroyers, as well as several 
supply vessels. The exercises, according to news reports, will 
include joint air defense, anti-submarine warfare, and search-
and-rescue operations, as well as the now de rigueur “anti-
terrorist” drills. 

While China and Russia have engaged in various military 
exercises since the first “Peace Mission” exercise in 2005, 
those have been conducted within the framework of the 
Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO). In most instances, 
there have been at least nominal contingents from other SCO 
members. This year, however, the exercises are being staged 
as purely bilateral operations between Russia and China. 

This potentially marks a significant advance in Sino-
Russian military cooperation. Taken in conjunction with Sino–
Russian diplomatic cooperation on such issues as Syrian 
sanctions, it may reflect a further deepening of a Moscow–
Beijing axis. 

Alternatively, however, it may reflect an attempt by both 
sides to focus attention on one of the few areas of cooperation 
and away from deeper, systemic problems between the two 
states. The growth of the Chinese economy, Russian 
demographics, and a steady return of residents to European 
Russia from the Russian Far Eastern and Siberian districts has 
resulted in the economic center of gravity in Asian Russia 
shifting southwards to China. 
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Moreover, Russian arms sales to China have dropped in 
the past decade, both because China’s military industry has 
become more sophisticated and because Chinese lack of 
respect for intellectual property rights extends to Russian 
military equipment. 

When coupled with Chinese military modernization, the 
regional balance of power on the Asian mainland seems to be 
moving steadily against Moscow. This is sufficiently alarming 
that some Russian analysts, such as Sergei Rogov of the 
Russian Academy of Sciences, have openly discussed the 
growing role of nuclear weapons in safeguarding Russia’s 
security interests, including in Asia. 

It remains to be seen how the incoming Chinese 
leadership will deal with its neighbors. When Xi Jinping and 
Li Keqiang take over in the fall, it may presage a Chinese 
“reset” of its foreign policies—and whether this is the first or 
last such joint exercise. 

 
Faces of the Fleet from Navy Live, April 25 
“Faces of the Fleet” takes a look at YOUR Navy 

operating forward. These images represent the greatest Sailors 
in the greatest Navy in the world leading from the deck plates, 
and completing missions around the globe. This is your fleet 
and these are your Sailors! Hooyah, Navy!! 

 Master Chief Petty Officer of the Navy Rick D. West 
addresses the staff and Sailors of Mine 
Countermeasures Squadron 7. Sailors from USS 
Avenger (MCM 1), USS Defender (MCM 2), USS 
Guardian (MCM 5), and USS Patriot (MCM 7), 
asked questions before giving tours of the ships. 

 Lt. j.g. James Masterson, weapons officer aboard the 
littoral combat ship USS Independence (LCS 2), 
stands watch as conning officer on the bridge as the 
ship pulls into Manzanillo, Mexico, for its first 
foreign port visit since its commissioning in 2010. 

 Country music superstar Toby Keith learns about the 
flight deck from Lt. Cmdr. Clemente V. Gattano 
while touring Flight Deck Control aboard the Nimitz-
class aircraft carrier USS Abraham Lincoln (CVN 
72). 

 The Ohio-class guided missile submarine USS 
Michigan (SSGN 727) arrives at HMAS Stirling for a 
visit as part of its deployment to the Western Pacific. 

 ND3 Richard Burby and ND2 Matthew Kelly, both 
assigned to Mobile Diving and Salvage Unit 2, 
Company 2-1, prepare to enter the water to conduct a 

scuba familiarization dive with Panamanian divers in 
Panama City. 

 Chief of Naval Operations Adm. Jonathan Greenert 
applauds Commander in Chief of the Royal Thai 
Navy Adm. Surasak Rounroengrom after the Thai 
leader received the Legion of Merit award during a 
full honors ceremony in Leutze Park at the 
Washington Navy Yard. 

 AN Brandon Stinehour waits to chock the tires of a 
C-2A Greyhound as it is repositioned on the flight 
deck of the Nimitz-class aircraft carrier USS Carl 
Vinson (CVN 70). 

 SH2 Bawa Lengani walks along the pier in New 
Orleans during The War of 1812 Bicentennial 
Commemoration. 

 A Sailor fires a .50-caliber machine gun at a target 
during a live-fire exercise aboard the amphibious 
transport dock ship USS New Orleans (LPD 18). 

 Lt. Russell Lawrence, handler of the aircraft carrier 
USS Nimitz (CVN 68), and ABHC Christopher 
Greene discuss the movement of simulated aircraft 
during a sequence of events drill as a part of flight 
deck certification. 

 AD3 Jeffery Bauer gives Egyptian Air Force pilots a 
tour of the jet shop aboard USS Enterprise (CVN 65). 

 MCSN Ashley N. Hedrick ties a teal ribbon around a 
tree in front of the Navy detachment at Fort Meade, 
Md. in observance of sexual assault awareness 
month. 

View Gallery (13 Photos) 
Your Navy TODAY (Apr. 24 2012) 
On any given day, in your Navy, our team of more than 

600,000 professional Sailors and Civilians are working 
together around the globe to perform our mission: deter 
aggression and, if deterrence fails, win our Nation’s wars. It is 
not possible to share every aspect of this global team but, 
through this blog, we offer you a glimpse of what these men 
and women do. 

April 24 - USS Abraham Lincoln (CVN 72) and RFA 
Fort Victoria (A387) – SECNAV awards Seabee – USS 
Cole deploys 

View Gallery (7 Photos) 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Statement On Biofuels 
(SECRETARY OF THE NAVY FACEBOOK PAGE 25 JUL 12) ... Raymond Mabus 

There is a factual error about the Navy's biofuel program circulating in the public domain that must be corrected. 
 

2. PACFLT Commander Highlights Importance Of Diversity At NNOA Conference 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 25 JUL 12) ... Landess Kearns, U.S. Pacific Fleet Public Affairs 

NEW ORLEANS -- The commander of the U.S. Pacific Fleet, spoke about the importance of diversity in the Sea Services during 
a panel discussion at the National Naval Officers Association (NNOA) conference in New Orleans on July 25. 

 
3. Navy To Christen Amphibious Transport Dock Ship Somerset 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 25 JUL 12) ... Department of Defense Public Affairs 

WASHINGTON -- The Navy will christen the newest amphibious transport dock ship, Somerset, July 28, during a 10 a.m. CST 
ceremony at the Huntington Ingalls Industries shipyard in Avondale, La. 

 
4. Navy Week: A Familiar Face In A Strange Place 
(KLDT NBC SIOUX FALLS (SD) 25 JUL 12) ... Jeff Rusack 

The windswept flight deck of the U.S.S John C. Stennis bears little resemblances to a windswept cornfield in the Midwest. But, 
aboard the aircraft carrier that seems to never sleep, are people who once called the Upper Midwest home. 

 
5. Naval Celebration In Honor Of The War Of 1812 Could Bring In Big Crowds, Big Bucks 
(DETROIT FREE PRESS 26 JUL 12) ... Zlati Meyer 

Almost 200 years after Detroit surrendered to the British without a fight, the city's riverfront will be the scene of a huge, 
weeklong gala in September, with a replica tall ship and several Navy war ships, concerts and fun events involving the city's pro sports 
teams. 

 

CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
6. Pacific Partnership 2012 Concludes Visit To Vietnam 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 25 JUL 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Kristopher Regan, Navy Public Affairs Support 
Element West 

VINH, Vietnam -- Pacific Partnership 2012 (PP12) concluded its visit to Vinh, Vietnam July 24. 
 

7. HSM-74 'Swamp Foxes' Complete Squadron's First MH-60R Deployed Detachment 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 25 JUL 12) ... Lt. David Schmitt, Helicopter Maritime Strike Squadron 74 Detachment 3 

USS NORMANDY, At Sea -- The "Swamp Foxes" of Helicopter Maritime Strike Squadron (HSM) 74 Detachment 3 successfully 
completed the squadron's first MH-60R deployed detachment aboard USS Normandy (CG 60). 

 
8. Interview – Vice Adm. Joseph Kernan, Deputy Commander, U.S. Southern Command 
(DEFENSE NEWS 23 JUL 12) ... Mark D. Faram 

The recent headlines about U.S. military and law enforcement activities in Honduras have in some ways put Latin America back 
on the political map, as American eyes begin to shift away from a decade of combat in Afghanistan and Iraq. 

 
9. Marine Harrier Fighter Jet Crashes In East County; Pilot OK 
(IMPERIAL VALLEY (CA) PRESS 26 JUL 12) ... Chelcey Adami and Elizabeth Varin 

FELICITY -- An AV-8B Harrier fighter jet carrying live ordnance crashed Wednesday near here, making this at least the seventh 
Harrier to crash in eastern Imperial County since 1996. 
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GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
10. Carter Visits South Korea, Last Stop On Asia-Pacific Tour 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 25 JUL 12) ... Karen Parrish 

SEOUL, South Korea – Deputy Defense Secretary Ashton B. Carter arrived here today for the last leg of his 10-day Asia-Pacific 
tour. 

 
11. Admiral: Positive Signs For U.S.-China Military Ties 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 25 JUL 12) ... Audrey McAvoy 

CAMP H.M. SMITH, Hawaii — The top U.S. commander in the Asia-Pacific region said Wednesday he's seeing positive signs as 
he tries to develop relations between the U.S. and Chinese militaries. 

 
12. Chinese Fleet Leaves Spratlys 
(CEBU CITY SUN STAR (PHLIPPINES) 26 JUL 12) 

MANILA -- A fleet of 30 Chinese fishing boats left an area of the highly disputed Spratly Islands and made its way to Hainan 
province in mainland China, the Chinese government said Thursday. 

 
13. Ocean-Wide Ambitions 
Interview with the Northern Fleet’s Kola Flotilla Commander Rear Admiral Kasatonov 
(MOSCOW KRASNAYA ZVEZDA 25 JUL 12) ... Olga Vorobyëva 

As we have already reported, the long-distance march of the joint grouping of the RF Navy combat ships perfecting their training 
combat tasks under the unified command continues according to the oceanic march schedule. The grouping is under the command of 
the mixed-forces Northern Fleet's Kola Flotilla Commander Rear Admiral Vladimir Kasatonov. On the eve of this march, our 
correspondent met with Vladimir Lvovich [Rear Adm. Kasatonov's first name and patronymic]. 

 
14. Red Faces As Sub Forced To Surface 
(THE AUSTRALIAN 26 JUL 12) ... Brendan Nicholson 

The Australian submarine HMAS Farncomb has been forced to surface suddenly during a major international naval exercise off 
Hawaii after a hose broke and partly flooded a compartment. 

 

PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
15. NPC's Fleet Engagement Team Visits San Diego 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 25 JUL 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist Seaman Carla Ocampo, Navy Public Affairs Support Element 
West 

SAN DIEGO -- Navy Personnel Command's (NPC) fleet engagement team visited with Sailors at Naval Base Coronado to discuss 
programs and initiatives affecting the career of 21st Century Sailors, July 24. 

 
16. Joint Hearing Focuses On Transition To Civilian Life 
(NAVY TIMES 25 JUL 12) ... Rick Maze 

A joint congressional committee focused Wednesday on missed deadlines and delayed improvements preventing the VA and 
Defense Department from providing a promised smooth transition to civilian life for separating service members. 

 
17. Resilience Programs Expand As Experts Debate Value 
(NAVY TIMES 30 JUL 12) ... Patricia Kime 

“Resilience” has become the latest military buzzword as the services embrace new programs designed to toughen mind and body 
to ward off future mental health problems. 

 
18. Navy Names Suiter As 2011 Top Scientist Of The Year 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 25 JUL 12) ... Jacqui Barker, Naval Surface Warfare Center Panama City Division Public Affairs 

PANAMA CITY, Fla. -- Assistant Secretary of the Navy for Research Development and Acquisition named the 2011 Dr. Delores 
M. Etter Top Scientist and Engineer of the Year in a letter signed July 23. 

 
19. Sailor Makes Worthwhile Discovery During Community Service 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 25 JUL 12) ... Bill W. Love, Naval Health Clinic Corpus Christi Public Affairs 

CORPUS CHRISTI, Texas -- A Sailor made a worthwhile discovery July 22, after answering a routine call for volunteer service 
in the local community. 
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20. Guardsman Uses Seabee Skills In Afghanistan 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 25 JUL 12) ... Army Staff Sgt. Paul Evans, Kentucky National Guard 

FORWARD OPERATING BASE PASAB, Afghanistan – A former Navy Seabee who now serves with the Kentucky National 
Guard is putting his old skills to work as part of an agribusiness development team in Afghanistan. 

 

FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
21. U.S., Australian Navies To Cooperate On Biofuel Research 
(DEFENSE NEWS 25 JUL 12) ... Nigel Pittaway 

SYDNEY — The Royal Australian Navy will observe biofuel development undertaken by the U.S. Navy following the signing of 
an historic Statement of Co-operation aboard the aircraft carrier USS Nimitz on July 19. 

 
22. Politics Short Circuits Pentagon Alternative Energy Attempts 
(AVIATION WEEK 25 JUL 12) ... Michael Fabey 

Politics — not policy or technology — is proving to be the biggest obstacle to developing alternative fuel programs for the 
Pentagon that could prove to be successful commercial energy alternatives, says Phyllis Cuttino, director of the Pew Project on 
National Security, Energy, and Climate. 

 
23. Navy Closer To Unmanned Aircraft Operation On Carriers 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 26 JUL 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Jonnie Hobby, USS Harry S. Truman Public Affairs 

USS HARRY S. TRUMAN, At sea -- The Navy's Unmanned Combat Air System Demonstration (UCAS-D) program conducted 
a series of unmanned air vehicle (UAV) surrogate recoveries and launches aboard the aircraft carrier USS Harry S. Truman (CVN 75), 
July 18-22. 

 
24. Lockheed To Deliver 18 More F-35s This Year 
(FLIGHT GLOBAL 25 JUL 12) ... Dave Majumdar 

WASHINGTON, D.C. -- Lockheed Martin has delivered 12 F-35 aircraft to the U.S. Department of Defense so far this year, but 
the company is contracted to deliver 30 aircraft in 2012. That means the company must build 18 more jets this year, which gives the 
company five months to deliver those remaining aircraft. 

 
25. Navy, Marines Top Pentagon EW Investment 
(AVIATION WEEK 23 JUL 12) ... Michael Fabey 

The U.S. Navy and Marine Corps are expected to outspend each of their sister services roughly two-to-one on electronic warfare 
(EW) programs during the next decade. 

 
26. Budget Office Questions Navy Shipbuilding Cost Estimates 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 25 JUL 12) ... John Walcott 

The U.S. Navy is underestimating the cost of its proposed 30-year shipbuilding program by 19 percent, the non-partisan 
Congressional Budget Office said in a report. 

 
27. GOP Senators Launch Tour Warning Of Defense Cuts 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 25 JUL 12) ... Donna Cassata 

WASHINGTON -- Senate Republicans warning of the devastating impact from looming defense cuts will hit four presidential 
battleground states next week, ratcheting up the political pressure on President Barack Obama even though Congress endorsed the 
reductions. Sens. John McCain, Lindsey Graham and Kelly Ayotte announced Thursday that they will hold a series of town hall 
meetings in Florida, North Carolina, Virginia and New Hampshire — states that are home to military installations and defense 
contracting jobs. 

 
28. Defense Firms Post Lower Profits; U.S. Budget Cuts Loom 
(REUTERS 25 JUL 12) ... Andrea Shalal-Esa 

WASHINGTON -- Three top U.S. defense contractors reported lower second-quarter earnings on Wednesday, reflecting 
mounting pressure on U.S. defense budgets, but they largely beat expectations due to tough cost-cutting and share buybacks. 

 
29. Firms Split On Danger Of Defense Cuts 
(THE HILL 25 JUL 12) ... Carlo Muñoz 

Boeing, General Dynamics, Raytheon and Northrop Grumman have begun to break ranks with other top-tier defense firms 
warning that $500 billion in automatic defense cuts would hurt national security and lead to devastating job losses. 
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BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
30. One Week Till Seafair U.S. Navy Fleet Parades Past West Seattle 
(WEST SEATTLE NEWS 25 JUL 12) 

The biggest events of Seafair are getting closer – with the Torchlight Parade (including the West Seattle Hi-Yu float) downtown 
this Saturday, and the Blue Angels and hydroplane races coming up the first weekend in August. And an event that can be viewed 
from West Seattle shores is a week away – the Seafair Parade of Ships and Flight. 

 
31. Naval Station Everett Conducts Exercise Reliant Cloud 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 25 JUL 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Jeffry Willadsen, Navy Public Affairs Support 
Element West, Naval Station Everett, Det. Northwest 

EVERETT, Wash. -- Emergency response teams at Naval Station Everett coordinated with the city of Everett's Fire Department, 
local hospitals and other community authorities during the base's annual emergency response Exercise Reliant Cloud, June 25. 

 
32. Naval Base San Diego Seeks To Exceed Regional 'Feds Feed Families' Goal 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 25 JUL 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Justin L. Webb, Naval Base San Diego Public 
Affairs 

SAN DIEGO (NNS) -- Naval Base San Diego (NBSD) donated more than 5,000 dollars of non-perishable food items and 22 
cases of Gatorade during a food distribution at Father Joe's Village, a local homeless service provider, July 24. 

 
33. Pilots Educate Public About Hazards Of Lasing 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 25 JUL 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Salt Cebe, Navy Public Affairs Support Element 
East, Detachment Southeast 

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. -- A press conference was held July 24 on board Naval Station Mayport to inform the public about 
multiple aircraft lasing incidents within the region. 

 
34. High School Students Of Portuguese Descent Visit NRP Tridente 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 25 JUL 12) ... Lt. Cmdr. Jennifer Cragg, Commander, Submarine Group 2 Public Affairs 

GROTON, Conn. -- Twenty-five high school students from New Bedford High School in Massachusetts and Rogers High School 
in Newport, R.I. will meet Sailors serving aboard NRP Tridente, a diesel electric with air independent propulsion submarine, July 25 
while the submarine crew is in Groton. 

 
35. Few Warning Signs In Portsmouth Naval Shipyard Arson Case 
(PORTSMOUTH (NH) HERALD 25 JUL 12) ... Joey Cresta 

PORTSMOUTH — The Portsmouth Naval Shipyard should not be blamed for failing to see in accused arsonist Casey Fury any 
warning signs that might have hinted at his state of mind, a former shipyard commander said Tuesday. 

 
36. Japan, U.S. Agree To Ensure Safe Operation Of Osprey Aircraft 
(KYODO NEWS 26 JUL 12) 

TOKYO -- Japan and the United States on Thursday [ 26 July] agreed to work to ensure the safe operation of the U.S. Osprey 
military aircraft to be deployed at a base in Okinawa later this year. 

 

NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
37. Pentagon Announces Honors Roll To Recognize Heroes 
(WASHINGTON TIMES 25 JUL 12) ... Kristina Wong 

The Pentagon has posted a honors roll on it website to list decorated veterans and active-duty troops, after the Supreme Court 
struck ruled that Americans have a constitutional right to lie about earning military medals. 

 
38. Defense, VA Chiefs Frustrated Over Care 
Officials cite suicides, backlog of health claims among pressing issues 
(WASHINGTON POST 26 JUL 12) ... Steve Vogel 

Secretary of Defense Leon E. Panetta and Secretary of Veterans Affairs Eric K. Shinseki acknowledged Wednesday that they 
have been frustrated by departmental bureaucracy in their attempts to streamline military health care for severely wounded service 
members. 

 
39. VA, DoD Short On Results, Lawmakers Say 
(NAVY TIMES 25 JUL 12) ... Rick Maze 

A joint congressional committee focused Wednesday on missed deadlines and delayed improvements that prevent the Veterans 
Affairs and Defense departments from providing a promised smooth transition to civilian life for separating service members. 



 5

 
40. Military Faces Suicide 'Epidemic,' Panetta Tells Congress 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 25 JUL 12) ... Kathleen Miller 

The U.S. military is experiencing a suicide “epidemic,” with as many as 206 service members having taken their own lives this 
year, Defense Secretary Leon Panetta told lawmakers today. 

 
41. Social Workers To Be Trained On Needs Of Troops 
(NAVY TIMES 25 JUL 12) ... Patricia Kime 

The nation’s social workers soon will be able to access courses or earn professional credentials to counsel troops, their families 
and veterans under a White House-led initiative to improve mental health services for the military and veteran communities. 

 
42. Pentagon Still Grappling With Rules Of Cyberwar 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 25 JUL 12) ... Lolita C. Baldor 

WASHINGTON— The Pentagon is still grappling with how to write the rules of cyberwarfare, such as when and how to fire 
back against a computer-based attack, senior military leaders told Congress Wednesday. 

 
43. ONR-Funded Research Takes Flight In Popular Science Article 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 25 JUL 12) ... Katherine H. Crawford, Office of Naval Research 

ARLINGTON, Va. -- The Office of Naval Research (ONR) is looking at birds' perceptual and maneuvering abilities as inspiration 
for small unmanned aerial vehicle (UAV) autonomy, and Popular Science is featuring this effort in its August issue, posted online July 
25. 

 
44. USS Yorktown To Host Ohio State Men's, Women's Games 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 25 JUL 12) 

CHARLESTON, S.C. – Ohio State's men's and women's basketball teams will open the season on the USS Yorktown in the 
Carrier Classic. 

 

OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
45. Defense Sequestration: Don't Shoot The Hostage 
(WASHINGTON TIMES 26 JUL 12) ... Steven P. Bucci 

Our political leaders face a big moment. Dangerous cuts to our defense budget are slated to take effect on Jan. 3, 2013. If 
Congress and the president do nothing, this budget time bomb will detonate, creating severe, long-term problems for national security. 

 
46. U.N. Treaties Mean LOST U.S. Sovereignty 
Liberals intent on imposing backdoor globalism 
(WASHINGTON TIMES 25 JUL 12) ... Sen. James M. Inhofe and Sen. Jim DeMint 

For years, liberals and misguided State Department officials have pushed for the U.S. Senate to ratify the Law of the Sea Treaty 
(LOST). This treaty would convey ownership of the oceans to a United Nations agency and give international bureaucrats veto 
authority over U.S. naval operations and could force the United States to comply with international carbon emissions caps. 

 
47. Stronger Ties? Not Just Yet... 
New Delhi fears landing in wider U.S. military involvement in region 
(SINGAPORE STRAITS TIMES 26 JUL 12) ... Krittivas Mukherjee 

NEW DELHI -- Stronger ties between the United States and India still face some tall hurdles, a visit by a top U.S. envoy showed 
this week, as he struggled to allay fears in New Delhi that deeper defence cooperation would land it in a wider American military 
entanglement in the region. 

 
48. Japan's Growing Rashness 
(CHINA DAILY 26 JUL 12) ... Editorial 

To escalate tension with China over Diaoyu Islands, Japan has chosen to play the same game twice this month. According to the 
Japanese media, Japan’s Foreign Minister Koichiro Gemba said on Tuesday that US Secretary of State Hillary Clinton “had 
confirmed” that the “Senkaku” (Diaoyu) Islands fall within the scope of the US-Japan Treaty of Mutual Cooperation and Security. 

 

BBLLOOGGSS::  
49. EXCERPTS FROM BLOGS AROUND THE WORLD 
(PUBLISHED 20 – 23 JUL 12) 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Statement On Biofuels 
(SECRETARY OF THE NAVY FACEBOOK PAGE 25 JUL 12) ... Raymond Mabus 

There is a factual error about the Navy's biofuel program 
circulating in the public domain that must be corrected. 

There is no truth to the reports that the U.S. Navy will 
spend $1.8 billion on biofuels. That figure is a fabrication 
based on speculation, and does not take into account Navy's 
commitment regarding biofuel purchases for operations. The 
projection assumes oil prices will not rise and that biofuel 
costs won't go down. History and experts tell us that oil prices 
are more likely to rise, and because of advances in technology 
and economies of scale, the price of biofuel has already 
dropped. 

Also, the Navy has taken the well-known and much-
publicized position that it will only purchase operational 
quantities of biofuel blends when they are competitive with 
petroleum, period. We simply cannot afford to do it otherwise 
and will not do it. 

The Great Green Fleet demonstration, which took place 
last week as part of the Rim of the Pacific Exercise 
(RIMPAC), was a successful demonstration of the seamless 
integration of advanced biofuel and energy efficient 
technologies in some of the U.S. Navy's most sophisticated air 
and sea platforms. In addition to lternative fuels, including 
nuclear power, the demonstration showcased energy efficiency 
technology that increase combat capability by allowing Navy 
ships to achieve greater range and by reducing dependence on 
a vulnerable logistics supply chain. 

The Navy is pursuing alternatives because the nation's 
reliance on foreign oil is a significant and well-recognized 
military vulnerability. The ability to use fuels other than 
petroleum is critical to our energy security, because it will 
increase our flexibility and reduce the services' vulnerability to 
rapid and unforeseen changes in the price of oil. 

Return to Index 
 

2. PACFLT Commander Highlights Importance Of Diversity At NNOA Conference 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 25 JUL 12) ... Landess Kearns, U.S. Pacific Fleet Public Affairs 

NEW ORLEANS -- The commander of the U.S. Pacific 
Fleet, spoke about the importance of diversity in the Sea 
Services during a panel discussion at the National Naval 
Officers Association (NNOA) conference in New Orleans on 
July 25. 

Adm. Cecil D. Haney, praised the mission of the NNOA, 
underscoring the group's personal impact on his career and its 
importance to the Navy as a whole. 

The annual NNOA conference, first held in 1973, consists 
of numerous educational and professional workshops, 
seminars and exhibits. Its prime focus is to support the Sea 
Services in recruiting, retaining, and developing the careers of 
minority officers. 

Also on the discussion panel were U.S. Coast Guard Vice 
Adm. Manson Brown and Marine Corps Maj. Gen. Tracy 
Garrett. 

"I have received a lot of mentorship at these meetings," 
Haney said. "I really cannot say enough about how the United 
States of America, the Navy, the Marine Corps, and the Coast 
Guard count on your leadership on a day-to-day basis." 

Haney stressed the importance of each individual member 
of the Navy, and that diversity leads to creative and innovative 
thinking that helps military leaders make decisions. 

"Diversity of opinion and diversity of ideas is absolutely 
essential to deal with the complex and uncertain world where 
we operate," Haney said. 

"As leaders, it is important that you think about the legacy 
you leave behind. You must treat everyone with dignity and 
respect. No matter what rank anyone is or how long they have 
been in service...each one is a volunteer. We have to 
appreciate that and always be their biggest cheerleaders." 

While in New Orleans, Haney also paid a visit to the 
Avondale shipyard, where two ships, PCU Anchorage (LPD 
23) and PCU Somerset (LPD 25), are nearing completion of 
their construction. 

Following a tour of Anchorage, Haney spoke with the 
crews of both new ships at an all hands call, expressing his 
excitement for the new additions to the fleet. 

"I look forward to you being commissioned and operating 
in the fleet," he said. "You are setting the stage for the life of 
these warships. Your job going forward is to become the best 
operators possible. Learn as much as you can from the 
outstanding civilian workers here so that you can deliver the 
operational capability that I require in the Pacific." 

Return to Index 
 

3. Navy To Christen Amphibious Transport Dock Ship Somerset 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 25 JUL 12) ... Department of Defense Public Affairs 

WASHINGTON -- The Navy will christen the newest 
amphibious transport dock ship, Somerset, July 28, during a 
10 a.m. CST ceremony at the Huntington Ingalls Industries 
shipyard in Avondale, La. 

The ship is named in honor of the courageous passengers 
and crew of United Airlines Flight 93. Their actions prevented 
terrorist hijackers from reaching their destination only to have 
the airplane crash near Shanksville in Somerset County, Pa., 
Sept. 11, 2001. 

Patrick White, president of the Families of Flight 93, will 
deliver the ceremony's principal address. Mary Jo Myers, the 
wife of Gen. Richard Myers, former chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, is the ship's sponsor, and in accordance with 
Navy tradition, will break a bottle of champagne across the 
bow to formally christen the ship. 

During the weeks following the Flight 93 crash, recovery 
personnel retrieved more than 95 percent of the airplane's 
wreckage from the crash site. An American flag was hoisted 
on the top of a power shovel or "dragline" on a hill dominating 
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the area. The dragline had been used in coal stripping at one 
time, and the equipment with the flag became a symbol of the 
effort. 

In the summer of 2008, steel from the dragline's bucket 
was melted down and cast into Somerset's bow stem. Somerset 
is the final of three ships named to honor heroes of the 
September 11 attacks, joining the USS New York and USS 
Arlington, respectively. 

Designated LPD 25, Somerset is the ninth amphibious 
transport dock ship in the San Antonio class. These versatile 
ships incorporate both a flight deck to accommodate CH-46 
helicopters and MV-22 Osprey tilt-rotor aircraft, and a well 
deck that can launch and recover landing craft and amphibious 
vehicles. The San Antonio class' increased vehicle space and 
substantial cargo-carrying capacity make it a key element of 
21st century Amphibious Ready Groups, Expeditionary Strike 
Groups, and Joint Task Forces. 

Somerset will provide improved warfighting capabilities, 
including an advanced command-and-control suite, increased 

lift-capability in vehicle and cargo-carrying capacity and 
advanced ship-survivability features. The ship is capable of 
embarking a landing force of up to 800 Marines. 

The future USS Somerset will be the fifth U.S. naval 
vessel to carry the name Somerset. The four previous ships of 
that name were a side-wheeled ferryboat (1862-1865), a 
motorboat (1918), a transport (1945), and a patrol escort 
(1944-1955). 

The ship will be led by a crew of 360 officers, enlisted 
personnel and Marines. The 24,900-ton Somerset is being 
built at the Huntington Ingalls Industries shipyard in 
Avondale, La. The ship is 684 feet in length, has an overall 
beam of 105 feet, and a navigational draft of 23 feet. Four 
turbo-charged diesels power the ship to sustained speeds of 22 
knots. 

To view the ceremony via live webcast, visit 
http://www.vistasat.com/HIIWebcast.html. 

Return to Index 
 

4. Navy Week: A Familiar Face In A Strange Place 
(KLDT NBC SIOUX FALLS (SD) 25 JUL 12) ... Jeff Rusack 

The windswept flight deck of the U.S.S John C. Stennis 
bears little resemblances to a windswept cornfield in the 
Midwest. But, aboard the aircraft carrier that seems to never 
sleep, are people who once called the Upper Midwest home. 

“You get the wind. You get the water and the worst-case 
scenario out there. And you got to hang on for dear life. But, 
when you walk back in at the end of the day, it's very 
rewarding,” said Jennifer Stone. 

Jennifer Stone hails from the tiny town of Adrian 
Minnesota. The one time University of Sioux Falls student is 
now in her third year of service. 

“I chalk and chain basically when we move aircraft down 
here in the hangar bay or up top on the flight deck,” said 
Stone. 

Miles into the Pacific Ocean, Stone says being on an 
aircraft carrier is nothing like being in a small town. 

“Not at all because you know everybody and everybody 
knows you, whereas out here, you meet new people. You've 
got to be vulnerable to meet new people everywhere you go,” 
said Stone. 

Jennifer Stone and the other Navy Sailors protect the 
waterways around the world. Which may not affect life on 

daily basis in landlocked states but members of the Navy say 
they do play a role in the nations ability to do business. 

“We protect free trade,” said Justin Shineman who is the 
navigator of the ship. “If another country were to try to block a 
strategic straight or prevent the movement of those ships, the 
folks in Sioux Falls who harvest wheat may not be able to sell 
that wheat to foreign countries.” 

Protecting cornfields may not be on the minds of the 
young men and women running the multibillion-dollar vessel 
but a deeper sense of patriotism isn't hard to find. 

“To know that we're out there, defending the freedom for 
our families and friends back home, it’s an adrenaline rush. 

For many the USS John C. Stennis will only be a 
temporary home. 

“Many of them go back to their hometown and bring 
those skills with them. So, it's a great opportunity for these 
young people,” said Shineman. 

A city on the sea, working to protect the interests of a 
country, filled with Sailors from all over America. 

View Clip (RT: 2:01) 

Return to Index 
 

5. Naval Celebration In Honor Of The War Of 1812 Could Bring In Big Crowds, Big Bucks 
(DETROIT FREE PRESS 26 JUL 12) ... Zlati Meyer 

Almost 200 years after Detroit surrendered to the British 
without a fight, the city's riverfront will be the scene of a huge, 
weeklong gala in September, with a replica tall ship and 
several Navy war ships, concerts and fun events involving the 
city's pro sports teams. 

The War of 1812 Bicentennial and Navy Week, Sept. 5-
10, is expected to draw hundreds of thousands of spectators --
and millions of tourism dollars -- to about 50 events from 
downtown Detroit to Lake St. Clair. 

Concerts are planned near the Renaissance Center, with 
precision rifle drills and a Red Wings alumni-versus-Navy-
personnel softball game at Lake St. Clair Metropark. Most of 

the events are free, and officials are still working out the 
details of a few. 

The celebration comes almost 200 years to the day that 
Gen. William Hull surrendered Detroit without a fight to the 
British. He was later court-martialed and condemned to death, 
though the sentence was ultimately reduced. 

"Detroit doesn't normally get to see a lot of the Navy. 
We're bringing the Navy to Detroit, so you can see Sailors and 
Marines, up close and personal," Adm. Gregory Nosal, in 
charge of the Navy's War of 1812 celebration, said in an 
exclusive interview with the Free Press. "It's our history. It's 
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our heritage. A lot of people from the middle part of the 
United States, they may not have been exposed to the Navy." 

Ship enthusiasts, history buffs and even landlubbers can 
tour the USS De Wert, the USS Hurricane, the Coast Guard 
Cutter Katmai Bay and the historic U.S. Brig Niagara -- a War 
of 1812 replica tall ship first constructed using the original 
wreckage salvaged from a Lake Erie bay in 1913. It has been 
rebuilt several times and last came to Detroit for the city's 
2001 tricentennial celebration. 

The Niagara was the relief flagship for Commodore 
Oliver Hazard Perry, whose nine-ship American fleet defeated 
the British navy in the Battle of Lake Erie, retaking control of 
important supply routes. He famously reported after the 
victory, "We have met the enemy and they are ours." 

The Detroit Convention and Visitors Bureau and the 
Detroit RiverFront Conservancy could not provide crowd 
estimates or economic forecasts, though the conservancy said 
each day-visitor to Detroit brings an average of $76 worth of 
spending. 

But other major urban centers on the tour that have hosted 
the commemoration saw big bucks and big crowds. 

From July 1-8 in Boston, more than 2 million people 
came and spent $30 million-$50 million, and about half of the 
money came from people attending the commemoration, 
according to Greater Boston Convention and Visitors Bureau 
spokesman George Regan. 

"For hotels, restaurants and bars, this was found money," 
he said. 

Baltimore anticipated 500,000 visitors to spend $50 
million from June 13-19, though post-event numbers won't be 
available until the fall, according to Maryland officials. 

For Detroit, it's an opportunity to draw people to a 
riverfront that has been upgraded and revamped with special 
development projects over the last several years. 

As part of the commemoration, about 700 personnel from 
the U.S. Navy, Marines and Coast Guard and the Canadian 
military will be coming to town, according to U.S. Navy 
spokesman Lt. Cmdr. Ron Flesvig. 

"We're really excited to have it," said Mac McCracken, 
the conservancy's director of security and operations. "What it 
will do is bring the Sailors from those vessels here to Detroit 
... They have things planned to showcase Detroit to them." 

The biggest draw for civilians, though, likely will be the 
Niagara, now privately owned and docked in Erie, Pa., when 
it's not touring. The 198-foot ship was rebuilt in 1913, 1933 
and 1988. Anyone can board for a tour. 

"The waterfront we have is a great backdrop to highlight 
it," said Sommer Woods, the special-event liaison for Detroit 
Mayor Dave Bing's office. "To be able to be a part of this 
historical moment, to have these particular ships on our 
waterfront ... people should come out and enjoy it, because 
who knows when we'll be able to see them again." 

Jim McConnell, who is secretary of the Michigan War of 
1812 Bicentennial Commission, is among those planning to 
head to Detroit to see the ships. 

"The Navy played a big role in the War of 1812. To have 
these battleships today will be very interesting experience," 
said the 73-year-old from Livonia. "I'm going to really think 
about the Niagara, which was Oliver Hazard Perry's flagship. 
It's amazing that pieces of the ships are still on the ship today." 

McConnell appreciated that Queen Elizabeth II's jubilee 
and the London Olympics coincide with the 200th 
commemoration of the start of the War of 1812. 

"It's a wonderful quirk of the calendar to have such a 
focus on England today, when 200 years ago, we were 
enemies," he said. "One of key results of the War of 1812 is 
the peace that has existed between the U.S. and Great Britain 
to this day. Both sides thought they would fight again." 

More Details: What visitors will see 
U.S. Brig Niagara: One of six ships commissioned to 

keep the Great Lakes out of British hands during the War of 
1812 and the vessel that was Commodore Oliver Hazard 
Perry's relief flagship during the Battle of Lake Erie. Now 
listed on the National Register of Historic Places, it was 
scuttled off the coast of Erie, Pa., in 1820, but raised and 
rebuilt. 

USS De Wert: A 453-foot frigate that boasts six MK46 
torpedoes, one 76 mm/62 caliber MK 75 rapid fire gun, one 
Phalanx Close-In-Weapons System and two SH60 helicopters. 
The warship's crew is 17 officers and 198 enlisted Sailors. Its 
home port is in Mayport, Fla. 

USS Hurricane: A third Cyclone-class patrol coastal 
ship, its home port is in Norfolk, Va. It's 179 feet long and has 
a maximum speed of 30 knots. The crew consists of four 
officers and 23 enlisted personnel. 

Coast Guard Cutter Katmai Bay: A 140-foot, Bay-class 
ice-breaking tug that's also used for Homeland Security 
patrols, lighthouse projects and law enforcement. Staffed by 
three officers and 14 enlisted men and women, its home port is 
in Sault Ste. Marie. 

View Schedule 
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CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
6. Pacific Partnership 2012 Concludes Visit To Vietnam 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 25 JUL 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Kristopher Regan, Navy Public Affairs Support 
Element West 

VINH, Vietnam -- Pacific Partnership 2012 (PP12) 
concluded its visit to Vinh, Vietnam July 24. 

Aboard Military Sealift Command hospital ship USNS 
Mercy (T-AH 19), the PP12 team of more than 1,200 crew 
spent 14 days by the invitation of Vietnam to take part in a 
multitude of events. 

While in Vietnam PP12 providers conducted more than 
12,000 medical treatments; performed 207 surgeries; 

conducted nearly 4,000 treatments on 1,600 livestock and 
domestic animals; and completed renovations and a new 
building for two health clinics. 

"This particular mission had excellent collaboration with 
the Vietnamese - local government, national government, 
health care professionals, and our planning teams," said Capt. 
Timothy Hinman, commanding officer of Mercy's medical 
treatment facility. 
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"We truly learned from each other and had a professional 
exchange, each coming away better for the experience." 

In addition to saying goodbye to Vietnam, PP12 bid 
farewell to their Japanese counterparts as Mercy and the 
Japanese Self Defense Ship Oosumi (LST 4001) sailed 
separate ways. 

The mission's operations officer, Lt. Cmdr. William 
Blodgett, worked closely during the initial planning of the 
mission and each day during mission execution. 

"The JSDF sailors are very professional, with a distinct 
culture and strong work ethic," said Blodgett. "There was 
good camaraderie, and we had a lot of fun working together 
on the mission. They will be missed; however we look 
forward to working with them again soon." 

Oosumi and its crew joined PP12 for the two mission 
ports of the Philippines and Vietnam, bringing health care 
providers to the medical and dental sights and participating in 
cultural exchanges with youth and adults in Vinh. 

The PP12 multinational, multi-organizational crew of host 
and partner nations, and non-governmental organizations 
(NGOs) worked in the fields of medical and dental, 

veterinarian, civil engineering and conducted community 
service projects and subject matter expert exchanges. 

"I would like to thank government of Vietnam, but also 
the local citizens for the incredible support they provided," 
said Morgan. "Without the help and local knowledge we 
would not have been able to accomplish so much." 

Through active engagement with host nation officials and 
militaries, subject matter expert exchanges, civil action 
projects and medical exchanges, the mission will continue to 
build the regional partnerships and a collective ability to 
respond to natural disasters. 

"What the last two weeks has reinforced with me is that 
the benefit of shared experiences that reinforce and build the 
trust and confidence that is necessary for responding together 
in times of adversity and human suffering," said Morgan 
during a speech to the local citizens at Hung Lam Primary 
School, where PP12 held its closing ceremony 

PP12 is now headed to Sihanoukville, Cambodia, for its 
fourth and final mission port. 

View Pacific Partnership YouTube Channel 
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7. HSM-74 'Swamp Foxes' Complete Squadron's First MH-60R Deployed Detachment 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 25 JUL 12) ... Lt. David Schmitt, Helicopter Maritime Strike Squadron 74 Detachment 3 

USS NORMANDY, At Sea -- The "Swamp Foxes" of 
Helicopter Maritime Strike Squadron (HSM) 74 Detachment 3 
successfully completed the squadron's first MH-60R deployed 
detachment aboard USS Normandy (CG 60). 

HSM-74 embarked Normandy, a Norfolk-based, 
Ticonderoga-class guided-missile cruiser, in early May to 
provide helicopter assets in support of the 40th annual Baltic 
Operations (BALTOPS) and FRUKUS 2012 multinational 
exercises. 

BALTOPS is an annual event to promote mutual 
understanding and interoperability among forces of partnering 
nations. During BALTOPS '12, twenty-seven ships from 
twelve NATO and Partnership for Peace (PFP) countries 
participated. Additionally, there were more than 20 aircraft 
from eight NATO and PFP nations participating in this large 
scale Baltic Sea exercise. 

"The opportunity to work with foreign nations in planning 
and execution is an invaluable learning experience for our 
junior and more experienced pilots alike," said Lt. Andrew 
Howerton, HSM-74 operations officer. "More importantly, the 
ability to hone our skills and tactics in a new environment 
against unfamiliar platforms provided unparalleled training 
opportunities and experience to all those involved." 

FRUKUS is an annual, multinational training exercise 
between the countries of France, Russia, the United Kingdom, 
and the United States. The Russian navy hosted this year's five 
day training mission which involved coordination between 

Normandy, French frigate De Grasse (D612), Russian naval 
vessel Yaroslav Mudriy (727), and royal navy destroyer HMS 
York (D98). 

"Working so closely with other sailors from around the 
world was my favorite part," said Aviation Structural 
Mechanic 2nd Class Brad Hill, a maintainer with HSM-74. 
"Seeing how we work with other countries, seeing their ships 
up close, and training with different navies brought a unique 
international camaraderie." 

HSM-74 demonstrated the versatility of the MH-60R to 
allied nations, flying missions in support of surface 
surveillance coordination, low slow flyer intercept, maritime 
intercept operations, photo exercises, VIP passenger transfer 
flights into prepared landing zones in Lithuania, and cross 
deck landings aboard Denmark's HDMS Absalon (L 16). 

In addition to supporting the events of BALTOPS and 
FRUKUS, HSM-74 conducted three short-notice medical 
evacuations into unfamiliar foreign airfields, ensuring fellow 
Sailors received urgent medical care. 

"Embarking Normandy has been a terrific opportunity for 
our detachment to operate at sea and gain invaluable deployed 
experience for future operations" said Lt. Cmdr. Matt Baker, 
officer in charge of HSM-74 Detachment 3. 

HSM-74 is stationed at Naval Air Station Jacksonville, 
Fla. and is one of eight squadrons assigned to Carrier Air 
Wing 3. 
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8. Interview – Vice Adm. Joseph Kernan, Deputy Commander, U.S. Southern Command 
(DEFENSE NEWS 23 JUL 12) ... Mark D. Faram 

The recent headlines about U.S. military and law 
enforcement activities in Honduras have in some ways put 
Latin America back on the political map, as American eyes 
begin to shift away from a decade of combat in Afghanistan 
and Iraq. 

U.S. Southern Command (SOUTHCOM) has been in the 
center of a violent struggle against increasingly powerful and 
ruthless criminal gangs who operate from Mexico to the 
southern tip of the Andes, shipping drugs and counterfeit 
goods and engaging in human trafficking around the globe. 
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U.S. special operations forces have long been at the tip of the 
spear advising Colombian and other security forces, providing 
arms to friendly governments, and law enforcement and 
humanitarian aid to the region. Vice Adm. Joseph Kernan, a 
Navy SEAL who is deputy commander of Miami-based 
SOUTHCOM, plays a crucial role in that fight. 

Q. This spring, the U.S. Navy, with Latin American 
and European allies, engaged in Operation Martillo 
(Hammer), which targeted illicit trafficking mutes in 
Central American coastal waters. Was It successful? 

A. Operation Martillo was really an opportunity to 
orchestrate and align the scarcity of assets in a high-priority 
area A lot of it was to facilitate and grow our ability to 
communicate together. We do pretty good on the high seas, 
but how do you communicate better with our partner nations 
within territorial waters? 

It is very much a challenge as Central American countries 
don't have a lot of resources to put toward putting boats and 
ships to sea They don't have a lot of experience in operations 
where you are fusing intelligence and passing information 
between each other and directing it all toward an interdiction. 
So Martillo was something that we can focus our efforts on. 
We have been successful — the interdiction rate by nations in 
the region has gone up almost 20 percent since last year. By 
that, I mean [partner nations'] actual involvement in 
interdiction has risen that much. 

Q. A Naval Criminal Investigative Service (NCIS) 
agent was aboard the frigate Elrod there to facilitate Navy 
law enforcement participation. Why? 

A. We have to have the law enforcement detachments on 
board for evidentiary purposes for apprehension. They have 
the authorities the Navy doesn't have and shouldn't necessarily 
have. So the idea was what to explore, what authorities does 
NCIS have out there, and are there places where NCIS could 
have those authorities and assume some of those roles and 
responsibilities that the Coast Guard does now? It's not about 
competition, it's [due to] a paucity of assets. I won't try to 
guess what types of [legal] authorities are transferrable, but 
the idea was to see if NCIS could be helpful in that regard. 

Q. Would it be possible for an NCIS agent to lead a 
Navy visit, board, search and seizure team to do 
boardings, as a Coast Guard law enforcement' detachment 
does now? 

A. Yes, that would be the end state we would like. 
Because when the assets are short, you need to have a lot of 
options. 

Q. A lot of people say that frigates (FFGs) are the ideal 
platform to do the interdiction job. What's the plan to fill 
the gap between the frigates and littoral combat ships 
(LCS), and how big is that gap? 

A. The LCS is an extraordinary platform for this based on 
what I can see. The Navy is faced with very difficult 
resourcing decisions. The Navy has a good understanding of 
what our requirements are and has to go through a very 
difficult process to determine how to disburse those 
requirements. Operating the FFG is expensive, and you have 
to make a leap to the future, and the LCS is the leap from the 
FFG for this region. 

We [have a] small footprint so we have to be innovative 
down here. We'll continue to put in the demand signal down in 
this region, and the LCS will be a great one to fill it. 

Q. Could you operate an amphib as a mother ship for 
patrol craft? 

A. Certainly, the Oak Hill went down there and did 
CTOC [countering transnational organized crime] and was 
able to also build partner capacity, and it was also postured for 
humanitarian operations. Those are the three priorities down 
here. We are feeling the pain, too, as we don't have our big 
amphib in the region this year. We like to have one in the 
region during hurricane season that is postured and ready for 
humanitarian operations while building partner nation capacity 
and supporting CTOC operations. Again, it's a resource issue, 
and if we have that demand signal, they'll get something 
underway pretty quick from Norfolk [Va.] or Mayport [Fla] if 
needed. 

In the past, we've had at least a large-deck amphib, or at 
worst, an LPD-type and it is beneficial because we're a little 
bit more ready and it's loaded up that way and we make sure 
it's postured for that. But again, those are all decisions that 
have to be made in the context of other resources and 
demands. 

There's other things: The hospital ship Comfort 
deployment — we like to have those every other year, and that 
one is a great humanitarian platform for operating in different 
countries. 

The Navy is sensitive to this gap in assets down here. 
They're going to pay attention and will look for creative ways 
to get it. For example, if they can get us an asset for two 
weeks, it makes a difference. So we've even talked about when 
the LCS's are doing some of their sea trials, there's really no 
consequence to doing that. An empty LCS could drive around 
and do sea tests, and we can operate from them while they're 
here. We can launch helos and RHIBs, we can tailor it a lot or 
a little. 

Q. What about terror threats in the region and using 
these avenues to get into the U.S.? 

A. I think there's recognition of that There's a whole other 
effort on land. Obviously, 90 percent of this illicit trafficking 
goes by sea, but then it comes ashore and moves from there. 
Canada plays significantly in this and Mexico, too. It's a 
continuum of effort that starts with Colombia, all the Central 
American countries and Mexico. There's more and more 
collaboration. President [Barack Obama] stood up his policy 
on countering transnational crime. We need to pay attention to 
this. 

Q. Sonar technicians say It's hard to locate the 
smugglers' submersible and semi-submersible craft, that 
you really have to stumble across them to find them, that 
it's virtually impossible to locate them like military 
submarines. 

A. The real solution with the submersibles is to find them 
early on, to find them in the country. Watch the logistics 
streams you need to build one and get it on land somewhere. 
Once it gets underway at sea and it's fully submerged, you've 
got a hell of a problem. When they can go 3,500 miles and go 
outside the Galapagos [Islands], it's just one little speck of a 
thing. Unless you have really tight intelligence on that thing, 
you're just going to have to be lucky. 

Colombia is working very hard on this. That's where they 
found most of these, though they've found some at sea. 

Something we haven't talked much about is the 
multimission maritime aircraft — they're a piece to this, too. 
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We worry about that, too, with the P-3s on the way out. Are 
we going to have enough assets to keep that going? 

We lost VAW-177, the reserve E-2 squadron that is going 
to be decommissioned. Again, it's just another resourcing 
decision, but assets like that can cover the region well and 
communicate to the ship, and the ship can communicate to a 
partner nation if it's in the territorial waters to do the 
interdiction. 

Q. How about southbound smuggling of contraband, 
the money trail returning to the cartels? How much of that 
will you do? Does it depend on Intel? 

A. Well, if the intel is good, sure. But there's money 
laundering there. The FBI's involved, Treasury, they're all 
networked into this. You would hope the better intel, the better 
focus, would lead to finding more of this. 

The bad guys are always innovative, too. They see what 
we do and where our successes are, and they adapt. We have 
to stay inside their change loop and make sure we can adapt as 
they adapt They're all about making money; they'll use 
anything, anybody. They don't play by the same rules we do. 

Q. About the U.S. training and advising mission in the 
region: Where have we identified some capability gaps 
among our partners? 

A. Across the region, we provide a wide range of 
equipment and training support. In Central America, much of 

the capability gaps are associated with resources. There is 
generally a willingness and commitment in the region by 
governments, law enforcement agencies and militaries (where 
requested by their governments), to assist with countering 
transnational criminal organizations and other threats to 
security. We are building capacity in areas such as day/night 
operations in maritime, air and land environments, tactical and 
regional communications, and information collection and 
dissemination. For the most part, the lesser resourced nations 
and many conventional units require the basics in equipment, 
training and sustainment. 

Q. What platforms would most help our allies perform 
anti-smuggling tasks themselves, as U.S. assets face 
increasing budgetary constraints? 

A. Significant challenges to partner nations in countering 
illicit trafficking and other security threats are mobility and 
communications. Within all domains, assets such as rotary-
wing aircraft and littoral patrol craft are needed that are 
day/night-capable for detection, interdiction and apprehension. 
Whether these assets are provided by us or are organic to the 
nation's inventory, they must be maintained for reliability, 
resourced for high operational tempo and, in the best of 
circumstances, interoperable and networked with other 
regional assets. 
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9. Marine Harrier Fighter Jet Crashes In East County; Pilot OK 
(IMPERIAL VALLEY (CA) PRESS 26 JUL 12) ... Chelcey Adami and Elizabeth Varin 

FELICITY -- An AV-8B Harrier fighter jet carrying live 
ordnance crashed Wednesday near here, making this at least 
the seventh Harrier to crash in eastern Imperial County since 
1996. 

The pilot involved in Wednesday's crash ejected safely, a 
Marine Corps Air Station Yuma official said. 

All of the seven Harrier jets to crash in the county flew 
out of MCAS Yuma, according to Imperial Valley Press 
archives. Six of those crashes were confirmed between 1996 
and 2003. 

It's still unknown what caused Wednesday afternoon's 
crash nor the extent of the pilot's injuries, MCAS Yuma 
spokeswoman Capt. Staci Reidinger said. However, she said 
the injuries were thought to be minor. 

After ejecting from the plane, the Marine Corps pilot 
called from his cell phone to alert of his location, Reidinger 
said. 

A search and rescue team found the pilot, who was then 
transferred to Yuma Regional Medical Center between 4 p.m. 
and 5 p.m., she said. The crash occurred about 3:30 p.m. 

"We're very glad the pilot was able to eject safely, and he 
made a quick split decision to put the plane down in an 
unpopulated area," Reidinger said. 

The aircraft was flying with another Harrier to the 
Chocolate Mountain Aerial Gunnery Range for training, 
Reidinger said, and was about 15 miles northwest of MCAS 
Yuma when it crashed. 

The aircraft is part of a visiting unit from east coast Air 
Station MCAS Cherry Point in North Carolina. 

A 2-mile radius was cordoned off as base personnel made 
sure the bombs on the fighter jet were disarmed and 
transported, Reidinger said. 

The AV-8B Harrier fighter jet is in the process of being 
phased out and replaced with a joint strike fighter between 
now and 2025, she said. 

The Harrier has been used since the late 1970s and early 
1980s. Reidinger said its replacement isn't driven by safety 
concerns but rather the aircraft has "naturally reached its life 
cycle." 

There were six AV-8B Harrier crashes in Imperial County 
between 1996 and 2003. 

By 2004, 45 Marines had died in 148 noncombat 
accidents within the jet's 32-year history and more than a third 
of the Harrier's fleet was destroyed in crashes, according to a 
Los Angeles Times article. 

During a 2004 committee hearing on rising military 
aviation accidents, former Imperial County Congressman U.S. 
Rep. Duncan Hunter Sr. pledged to create a task force to 
investigate recent accidents. Information as to whether that 
task force was created was not immediately available. 

A Harrier with live ammunition also crashed into a Yuma 
neighborhood and set a home on fire in 2005. More than 1,300 
people had to be evacuated from the neighborhood then due to 
the aircraft's bombs, none of which exploded. 

Built by McDonnell Douglas and British Aerospace, the 
Harrier is a single-engine strike fighter used to escort 
helicopters, conduct close-combat air support and fly 
offensive missions against enemy ground-to-air defenses. 

Capable of vertical takeoff and landing, the plane may be 
armed with air-to-air missiles, a cannon and bombs. 

Return to Index 
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GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
10. Carter Visits South Korea, Last Stop On Asia-Pacific Tour 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 25 JUL 12) ... Karen Parrish 

SEOUL, South Korea – Deputy Defense Secretary Ashton 
B. Carter arrived here today for the last leg of his 10-day Asia-
Pacific tour. 

Tomorrow, Carter will meet with senior U.S. military 
commanders and diplomats, including Ambassador Sung Kim. 

He will also attend meetings with South Korea’s Foreign 
Affairs and Trade Minister Kim Sung-hwan, National Security 
Advisor Chun Yung-woo, and Defense Minister Kim Kwan-
jin. 

Carter then will visit Camp Humphreys, where he will 
tour the installation and receive a briefing on its 
transformation. By agreement between the U.S and South 
Korean governments, Camp Humphreys will be the new base 
for some 17,000 U.S. service members, civilian employees 
and their families now based at Yongsang Garrison, located on 
Seoul Air Base. The South Korean government is the final 
authority on decisions relating to the move. 

The deputy secretary will visit and speak with U.S. troops 
during his visit to Camp Humphreys. 

Carter left India this morning, after meeting with Indian 
defense industry leaders in Hyderabad and delivering a speech 
on U.S.-India defense cooperation. The deputy secretary has 
also visited Hawaii, Guam, Japan and Thailand. 

Carter Takes Part in India Defense Industry Talks 
HYDERABAD, India – A visit here yesterday for talks 

and tours proved “very instructive,” Deputy Defense Secretary 
Ashton B. Carter told Indian defense industry leaders. 

Carter said the daylong visit was a chance to take 
“practical steps” to further U.S.-India defense cooperation. In 
a New Delhi speech to Indian defense industry representatives 
earlier this week, the deputy secretary stressed the U.S. desire 
for closer military cooperation between the United States and 
India. 

The main event here for Carter was a roundtable 
discussion in which six senior Indian defense industry leaders 
provided their perspectives on U.S.-India cooperation. 

Defense cooperation issues between the two nations reach 
into the government, military and business sectors of both 
countries, the deputy secretary said. 

“It’s not enough when arrangements -- cooperative 
[research and development], cooperative production 
arrangements -- make governmental sense,” he said. “They 
have to make strategic sense, then they have to be 
bureaucratically nonimpaired. But they also have to be 
economical.” 

Carter said the United States, with the world’s most 
advanced military, and India, which has perhaps the most 
accelerated timeline for military modernization of any nation, 
must work to advance progress in all three areas if they are to 
realize the full potential of their possible defense cooperation. 

“My own thinking about this … is that you have to work 
in parallel on the practical, individual project [level] and the 
big bureaucratic front,” the deputy secretary said. And the 
notion that the United States must change its acquisition 
system and export controls and India must change its defense 
procurement system before companies in the two nations 

launch more partnership ventures doesn’t hold water, he 
added. 

“It’s not going to happen that way,” Carter said. The 
realistic view of defense cooperation, he added, is that 
concrete progress will encourage the two governments to 
make systemic changes in areas such as technology transfer 
and export controls. 

The delegation to Hyderabad included the senior U.S. 
diplomat in India, Ambassador Nancy Powell, U.S. Consul 
General in Hyderabad Katherine S. Dhanani, and regional and 
industry policy experts from the departments of Defense and 
State. 

The conversation here between the deputy secretary’s 
delegation and the half-dozen Indian defense industry leaders 
made clear how complicated the nexus of government 
regulations and restrictions, defense acquisition timelines and 
industry ramp-up processes can be. When partnered U.S.-India 
production efforts are involved, as they increasingly are here, 
six different sets of rules and regulations may apply. 

Carter said he got that message “loud and clear” during 
his visit. The two nations’ business and security regulations, 
he said, include rules that are well-intended, but have 
unintended consequences. The United States is working to 
simplify and streamline bureaucratic guidelines, he noted, and 
he’s encouraged that India also is adjusting its regulations and 
restrictions to further its cooperation with the United States. 

The Hyderabad discussions explored several of the topics 
Carter raised in his New Delhi speech, including limits to 
foreign direct investment in Indian companies, and offset 
requirements under which companies supplying military 
equipment to India must, in return, invest a certain amount in 
particular Indian industrial sectors. 

Indian industry leaders here noted their government and 
Defense Ministry either are discussing or already are making 
changes in both foreign direct investment caps and offset 
restrictions, which will increase incentives for American 
companies seeking to do business in India. 

The business leaders urged Carter to help loosen U.S. 
defense acquisition timelines and technology export 
regulations to better allow Indian firms to compete in the U.S. 
defense arena. They said Indian companies seek “clarity, 
stability and predictability” in their dealings with the United 
States. 

“We have to earn progress in that area,” the deputy 
secretary responded. “That is, there has to be enough volume 
and promise and real activity that is being impeded … to make 
the case that it is unacceptably detrimental to us to retain those 
restrictions.” 

Increased defense cooperation will drive regulation 
reform, which in turn will lead to additional partnered 
opportunities, Carter noted. 

“The more we do together the easier it becomes to do 
more … It’s something that exponentiates,” he added. 

Carter also toured three facilities where Indian and U.S. 
companies are jointly producing and assembling parts for U.S. 
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military and commercial aircraft that are used in India and 
around the world. 

Carter said repeatedly during his visit that such joint 
efforts can and should expand further, and that U.S defense 
leaders want to move beyond a buyer-seller relationship and 
increase cooperation with India on high-value technologies. 

The deputy secretary’s central message in this country, he 
said July 23, is that the United States considers partnership 
with India critical to its strategic rebalance to the Asia-Pacific 
region. 

“We want to knock down any remaining bureaucratic 
barriers in our defense relationship, and strip away the 
impediments,” Carter said during his New Delhi speech. “And 
we want to set big goals to achieve.” 

The insights Indian industry leaders shared with him here, 
Carter said, are helpful in understanding how “we can 
structure defense cooperation so that it is successful in 
business terms.” 

The deputy secretary left India earlier today en route to 
South Korea, the final stop on a 10-day Asia-Pacific tour that 
has also included visits to Hawaii, Guam, Japan and Thailand. 
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11. Admiral: Positive Signs For U.S.-China Military Ties 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 25 JUL 12) ... Audrey McAvoy 

CAMP H.M. SMITH, Hawaii — The top U.S. 
commander in the Asia-Pacific region said Wednesday he's 
seeing positive signs as he tries to develop relations between 
the U.S. and Chinese militaries. 

Adm. Samuel J. Locklear III said China and the People's 
Liberation Army have been accepting of his visits since he 
took the helm at the U.S. Pacific Command in March. The 
U.S. has also been accepting of Chinese visits, and the 
dialogue between the two sides has been frank, he said. 

"And all those things are positive signs, because the 
future's not going to get any less complex," Locklear told 
reporters at his headquarters near Honolulu. "It's going to 
grow in complexity — and to work through a complex global 
security environment you have to be talking to each other." 

Relations between the two militaries have fluctuated on 
and off in past decades, ever since the Chinese crackdown on 
democracy protesters in Tiananmen Square in 1989. 

Most recently, military relations were frozen in 2010 after 
the U.S. announced a $6.4 billion weapons sale to Taiwan. 
They began improving a year later after then-Defense 
Secretary Robert Gates visited Beijing. 

Locklear, who most recently was commander of NATO-
led operations that helped Libyan rebels overthrow Moammar 
Gadhafi, has made maturing bilateral military relations one of 
Pacific Command's five basic priorities. 

The admiral said Wednesday it's not in the interests of the 
U.S., China, or global peace and security for the two nations to 
have an adversarial relationship. 

"There are places where we don't agree on things. The 
best way you deal with that is you talk about it and you try to 
understand each other's perspective and you move forward," 
Locklear said. 

Locklear said the issue reached an important milestone 
when Chinese President Hu Jintao and U.S. President Barack 
Obama met last year and agreed to see if the two sides could 
find places where their interests converge, and understand 
better where their respective interests diverge. 

The two sides differ on Taiwan. China views the self-
governing island as a renegade province and has threatened to 
invade Taiwan if it formalized its independence. The U.S., 
meanwhile, is committed to defending Taiwan. 

The South China Sea and its island groups, which are 
claimed by six nations including China, is the latest source of 
concern. 

The Philippines and Vietnam have accused Chinese 
vessels of repeatedly intruding into areas they claim and of 
trying to sabotage oil explorations in their territorial waters. 
China has denied the allegations, saying it has sovereignty 
over the vast sea. 

The United States has voiced its concern over "unilateral 
moves" in the South China Sea where it says collective 
diplomacy is needed to resolve competing claims. 

Locklear has assumed leadership of the Pacific Command 
as the U.S. is placing a greater emphasis on the Asia-Pacific. 

A new defense strategy released in January said U.S. 
economic and security interests are "inextricably linked" to 
developments in the region, and U.S. relationships with key 
Asian allies and key partners are critical to the region's future 
growth and stability. 

At the same time, budget constraints limit what the U.S. is 
able to do. The strategy calls for "innovative, low-cost, and 
small-footprint approaches" to achieve security objectives. 

Locklear pointed to two rotational deployments — 
sending Marines to Australia and Navy littoral combat ships to 
Singapore — as examples of how the U.S. planned to boost its 
engagement in the region without building more bases or 
otherwise installing infrastructure. 

"There won't be families, there won't be commissaries. 
We'll use the pier space given to us by the Singapore military 
at Changi. So they'll just be ships operating there in 
coordination with our Singapore partners, other partners in 
that region," he said. "There won't be a U.S. base with a gate 
on it, and all the things that you're used to seeing." 

Return to Index 
 

12. Chinese Fleet Leaves Spratlys 
(CEBU CITY SUN STAR (PHLIPPINES) 26 JUL 12) 

MANILA -- A fleet of 30 Chinese fishing boats left an 
area of the highly disputed Spratly Islands and made its way to 
Hainan province in mainland China, the Chinese government 
said Thursday. 

In a report posted on its web portal, the Chinese 
government said that the fleet "took refuge" at the bay of Meiji 
Reef "during a bout of bad weather" last week and "decided to 
return to Sanya Port after a meeting on Wednesday when the 
weather eased." 
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The Philippines refer to the Meiji Reef as Panganiban 
Reef or Mischief Reef. 

China said that the return of the fleet to Sanya Port in the 
southernmost province of Hainan brought an end to the fleet's 
13-day voyage. 

The fleet, which includes a 3,000-ton lead boat carrying 
fresh water, fuel and other supplies, is 615 nautical miles from 
Sanya and is expected to arrive at the city within four days. 

It left Sanya Port on July 12 and arrived at Fiery Cross 
Reef, Zamora or Subi Reef and Mischief Reef of the Spratly 
group of islands. 

"Chinese fishermen are setting their sights on the vast and 
largely untapped fishery resources in the South China Sea," 
the Chinese government said. 

China earlier this week officially set up the city of Sansha 
on Yongxing Island, which will administer the Spratly Islands, 
Paracel Islands, Macclesfield Bank and the recently disputed 
Scarborough (Panatag) Shoal. 

Beijing also plans to deploy a military garrison in the 
newly found city, which Vietnam and the Philippines 
protested. 

Manila and Hanoi filed separate diplomatic protests on 
Beijing's plan to put up a defense structure in the area. 

Return to Index 
 

13. Ocean-Wide Ambitions 
Interview with the Northern Fleet’s Kola Flotilla Commander Rear Admiral Kasatonov 
(MOSCOW KRASNAYA ZVEZDA 25 JUL 12) ... Olga Vorobyëva 

As we have already reported, the long-distance march of 
the joint grouping of the RF Navy combat ships perfecting 
their training combat tasks under the unified command 
continues according to the oceanic march schedule. The 
grouping is under the command of the mixed-forces Northern 
Fleet's Kola Flotilla Commander Rear Admiral Vladimir 
Kasatonov. On the eve of this march, our correspondent met 
with Vladimir Lvovich [Rear Adm. Kasatonov's first name and 
patronymic]. 

Krasnaya Zvezda: Comrade Rear Admiral, the 30-
year old Kola Flotilla has many glorious pages in its 
history. Many a time, the Northern Fleet's seamen had to 
fulfill all kinds of tasks in the most remote areas of the 
world seas, including in the Mediterranean Sea. How was 
the only Northern Fleet's mixed-forces formation built? 

Kasatonov: At the beginning of the 1980's, the 
development of the Navy has reached the stage when it was 
necessary to create a large formation within the Northern Fleet 
to handle operative-tactical tasks in the coastal zone and to 
provide a reliable protection for the sea borders and the 
combat stability for the deployment of the fleet's forces. It has 
happened namely during the period when the country's Navy 
became the ocean-going and missile-nuclear one. 

According to the USSR Navy Commander's directive of 
April 15, 1982 regarding the formation of a new large 
operative formation, - the mixed-forces Kola Flotilla, - all 
organizational and staff measures were supposed to be 
completed by July 1, 1982, and this is exactly what happened. 
During that year, building this new large formation was the 
most important trend in the Northern Fleet's activities. The 
Kola Flotilla became a successor of the combat glory of the 
Red Banner Aquatic Region Protection Division, and 
rightfully so. The formation included all ship formations of the 
Polyarnyy, Liinakhamari, Port-Vladimir, Gremikhi 
[Gremihajärvi] aquatic region protection garrisons, as well as 
the submarine division based in Severomorsk. Additionally, 
the flotilla got a brigade of diesel submarines in Liinakhamari, 
a formation of jet cutters in Granitnyy, and a brigade of 
reserve ships in the inlet of Sayda [Sayda-Guba]. The 
formation also included two coastal missile regiments 
deployed on the Kildin island and on the Rybachiy peninsula. 
At that time, the flotilla encompassed ten brigades, two 
regiments, and about 150 ships, eight bases scattered all over 
the coast of Kola peninsula. 

The formation of such a powerful structure with its own 
tasks and specifics has born corresponding fruits and raised 
the combat training to the level never reached before. Building 
the formation started right from the first command-staff 
training exercise, and its most important period was the very 
first year in the operative-tactical training. After it was 
completed, the flotilla really became a one whole unit instead 
of multiple uncoordinated formations joined into one. 

In different years, the flotilla included different 
formations because the number of ships, the tasks and the 
mission of the fleet were changing. During the past decades, 
we have accumulated colossal experience. We are confidently 
and with honor carrying the flotilla's flag through the expanses 
of world seas, and our current seamen are not ashamed to look 
into the eyes of those who had formed the formation thirty 
years ago. 

Krasnaya Zvezda: How does the formation look like 
today? What changes have taken place in recent years? 

Kasatonov: Today the flotilla continues to solve a wide 
complex of all kinds of tasks accomplished by different kinds 
of ships, - the sea- and base-trailers, small missile and assault 
ships, small and large antisubmarine ships, as well as diesel-
electric submarines that are a part of the formation. At that, 
while initially the Kola Flotilla was responsible for achieving 
operative-tactical tasks in the near-coastal regions, the zone of 
its responsibilities has been gradually expanding to the larger 
sea zone. 

The distinctive feature of the formation is the fact that it is 
constantly interacting with other branches of the forces of the 
Northern Fleet and the Western Military District: with the 
aviation, the naval strategic forces, with the coastal and 
ground troops, the aerospace defense units, and others. Our 
formations are successfully accomplishing a wide complex of 
tasks. The ship crews are engaged in common activities in any 
weather conditions together with vessels of different types and 
classes, with submarines, ground services and other structures. 

Of course, there are specifics in the formation's combat 
training system, too. The system starts with completing the 
tasks by individual ships, then come the combat drills within 
the group of ships of the same type, after which we smoothly 
segue to the training in heterogeneous formations. 

Independently from the training year period, the Kola 
Flotilla is always ready for action within heterogeneous 
groupings. During the last thirty years, we have established 
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our own training methods and a unique methodology for 
drilling the tasks. 

During the last two years, there was a number of 
transformations in the Kola Flotilla. First of all, the formation 
freed itself of the functions that were not typical for its nature 
and that are now performed by the outside organizations. It 
had a positive influence to organizing the combat training and 
to the personnel training in military professions. Our main 
weapons are ships, and ship's place is not at the mooring 
cleaning the pier but at sea. 

Second of all, all support structures are now organized 
into one separate subdivision. They also cooperate closely 
together and productively work with us but are already outside 
of the flotilla's structure. It has somewhat changed the way we 
go about our tasks but it is in no way reflected on the flotilla's 
area of responsibility. 

Now the formation's command-and-control organization 
goes through essential changes: we got more technical means, 
the means of communications are being replaced, as well as 
the command-and-control means. 

Krasnaya Zvezda: What are the specifics of each 
formation's combat training? Which formations are 
leading in the combat training results? 

Kasatonov: Each formation that is a part of the flotilla 
deals with its own typical tasks. Since our ships are equipped 
with universal weaponry and have a rather wide range of 
applications, they can be used for different purposes. But their 
main purpose is determined by their tactical-technical 
characteristics and by the contents of the armaments. Let's say, 
the assault ships are best equipped for the assault troops 
landing. But it does not mean at all that they cannot do 
reconnaissance, lay mine barriers, or identify airborne enemy. 
All this is within their capabilities. 

Proceeding on the mission of ships, the specifics of the 
formation and the direction for the combat training are 
determined. Thus, the submarine formation is training mainly 
for the submarine tasks, and the formation of assault ships, - 
for the assault landing tasks. The formation of not oceanic but 
rather of the closest sea zone is tasked with providing security 
for the aquatic region, its ships, among other things, are ready 
to wage battle with mines, submarines and other underwater 
forces and means of diversion. The brigade of diesel 
submarines is successfully fulfilling its combat training and 
special tasks. 

The flotilla's structure also includes the formations that 
are engaged in vessel repairs and ship reconstruction. It is 
understandable, without regular repairs, we would not be able 
to plow through the sea expanses so successfully. 

According to the combat training results, the best was the 
assault ship formation, and its former commander Captain 
Aleksey Komarov, who was assigned to the Black Sea Fleet, 
and its current commander Captain Sergey Yekimov has 
contributed a lot to it. By the way, it should be noted that 
Sergey Petrovich [Cpt. Yekimov's first name and patronymic] 
was assigned to the commander's position just recently but has 
already shown his worth. He commands his brigade very well 
and thoughtfully. I am glad to see the brigade has not lost its 
leadership positions after the change in command. 

The submarine brigade under the leadership of the acting 
formation commander Captain Vladimir Yakushev shows high 
achievements. The ships of this formation are constantly on 

the combat alert in the Gulf of Aden. After a certain time, one 
submarine brigade is being replaced by another one, and 
because of it, there is a constant order maintained near the 
Horn of Africa. Alongside, during the training year, our 
submarine brigades are fulfilling a number of tasks in the 
Arctic region. 

The submarine brigade under the command of Captain 
Vladimir Gorbunov took the second place in the Western 
Military District among all submarine ship formations, and it 
is not that easy. Among the submarine ships, the leader is the 
submarine "Lipetsk" headed by Commander Andrey Kovalëv. 

All remaining formations of the Kola Flotilla also deserve 
a good word on their behalf, they have shown acceptable 
results in the winter training period, and now, in the summer 
training period, they continue confidently fulfilling their 
assigned tasks. 

It is understandable there are no limits for improvement, 
and we are not intent on settling on our achievements even in 
our thoughts. I think we have to keep on looking for and 
finding the possibilities to go further. 

Krasnaya Zvezda: Do you have traditions in the 
flotilla that no other larger or smaller Navy's formations 
have? 

Kasatonov: I think, we do. We are the only ones in the 
Navy who have preserved the military council as a command-
and-control organ. We regularly conduct council's expanded 
meetings and discuss important issues. I think, it gives us a lot. 
Well, the decisions can be made also singlehandedly but I 
think it is better when it is done jointly. There is a number of 
issues that are traditionally discussed at the flotilla's military 
council, starting with the technical shape of ships and ending 
with the military discipline. 

I am convinced that in its collegiality, this important 
command-and-control organ is capable of increasing the speed 
of moving things forward. When the decisions are made 
jointly by the command representatives, it serves as a big 
stimulus for my deputies and for all members of the flotilla's 
military council. At that, the decisions made are sometimes 
non-standard, even unexpected, but they always have a 
positive effect. 

Krasnaya Zvezda: What in your opinion has changed 
in the Navy seamen's attitude to life after their salaries 
were increased? 

Kasatonov: I will tell you right away: it is much easier to 
serve alongside the people who get bigger salaries. Good 
salaries allow the military personnel to provide their families 
with everything necessary. I observed an interesting thing: a 
serviceman with money can spend more time at work. 

Due to the increased salaries, many social problems have 
just disappeared into oblivion, while earlier their solution 
required a constant commanders' involvement and distracted 
them from fulfilling their combat training tasks. For example, 
a serviceman asks for a permission to take his wife to a 
medical center. Now it is a non-issue: there are sufficient 
means to call for a taxi cab, or go to a private clinic at the time 
that is convenient for them. The problem with insufficient 
places for children in the kindergartens is no so acute anymore 
because a serviceman's family can afford to hire a nanny for 
their child, even the seaman's wife does not have an acute 
necessity to work, she can spend more time raising a child. 
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But the increase in salary, unfortunately, hardly changes 
anything cardinally in a person's outlook on life. Using the 
world literature as an example, we can see that the money 
does not make anyone a better person. Everything depends 
here on person's needs and on his mental culture. I think that 
for any forward-looking leader, the fact that the salaries were 
increased is not only good news but also a concern and a 
subject for education. Now many contract servicemen 
perceive this [extra] money as a manna from high heavens and 
live only for this day. We, however, are trying to make an 
influence on the way such servicemen are thinking and trying 
to make them think about their future. If a person has money, 
he should wisely invest it in his development, in his education 
and in the future of his children. We are trying to instill such a 
concept in the servicemen. 

A person who got an unexpected and a significant raise 
will not become a different person this instant. A person who 
has been putting everything he has into his work will continue 
to work the same way. On the other hand, if a person got more 
used to having a good time, he will continue having a good 
time, as they say, for all money's worth. The money does not 
change a person and does not make him any better in the eyes 
of others. You cannot create an elite by simply raising salaries, 
the elite has to be nurtured. And the current servicemen have 
everything they need to fittingly raise and educate their 
children who will later become the elite of the society. 

The decision to increase the salaries was made just in 
time, and now we have to educate people with this in mind. A 
serious weeding out of all those for whom the money did not 
do any good seems unavoidable to me. 

Krasnaya Zvezda: It is a known fact that one of the 
components in the Navy's combat readiness is the state of 
military discipline. How would you assess the level of law 
and order in the flotilla? 

Kasatonov: The tendencies here are positive, we see the 
total number of crime going down, the number of non-
statutory relationships has decreased. I think, in time, they just 
simply will go away because the relationships between the 
contract personnel and the conscripts are changing: a contract 
serviceman might see it more logical if a regular-tour-of-duty 
serviceman takes a liking to him, to support a conscript who 
came here for just one year instead of humiliating, offending 
him and applying pressure on him. First of all, now the 
conscripted servicemen are few and far between on the ships, 
and in the submarine formation, there are no conscripts at all. 
Second of all, in their totality, the contract servicemen by 
themselves are grown-ups who value their job. Many of them 
have families, raise their own children and are capable of 
keeping themselves in check even in some difficult 
psychological situations. 

Now the approach within the troops towards organizing 
the free time for contract servicemen has changed. He finds it 
best to spend his free time at home with his family. It is 
important for the family to have a positive influence on the 
contract serviceman, too. 

Krasnaya Zvezda: At all times, the most problematic 
issue among the social guaranties was providing the 
servicemen with housing. What has changed? Is the 
process of servicemen and their families moving to their 
chosen places to live moving ahead? 

Kasatonov: Since our formations are based in different 
garrisons of the Northern Fleet, we have discovered a very 
interesting correlation between providing the servicemen with 
the official housing and the state of the military discipline. In 
places where the housing issues are being dealt with 
successfully, the servicemen are more likely to marry and to 
have families, they value their job more and have no service-
related reprimands. Such servicemen intend to tie their live 
paths to the Armed Forces for a long time, they understand 
that any single offense can ruin their plans, and therefore they 
do not violate the law. In general, however, - I just have to say 
it, - a wife is a very serious educator, she is more effective 
than anything else, she puts her husband into the righteous 
path. 

Severomorsk, where two of our formations are deployed, 
is the most difficult place to get the housing, and this is the 
place where we have most problems with the military 
discipline. The remaining formations are located in the 
Polyarnyy, Olenya Guba and Snezhnogorsk garrisons where 
the serviceman are supplied with the housing very fast. And 
here, the level of law and order is much higher. I think my 
observations and conclusions will be confirmed by many 
commanders and commanding officers, - such is the life. Now 
the Ministry of Defense takes serious steps to supply the 
discharged personnel with the housing at the locations they 
have chosen to live. A small percentage of apartments gets 
vacated because the servicemen move around but there are not 
enough of them, and the new houses are not being built here. 

Of course, in the garrisons, we provide stimulus for the 
military pensioners who got the apartments to move to their 
new places of residence. But the matter is that many of them 
have lost any connection with the military unit a long time ago 
and have received apartment in the middle region of the 
country when they were already civilians. People got jobs in 
their garrisons, got their lives going on and are holding their 
civilian sector jobs tight in their grip, they are not trying to 
leave their garrisons, especially Severomorsk. And here we 
come to the point that the official housing fund is being 
vacated at an extremely slow speed. 

What providing the discharged servicemen with the 
housing is concerned, we have never seen before such a 
powerful leap in allocating the apartments. Now this process 
advances forward on its own, people in epaulets are included 
into a unified servicemen housing register, the process is all 
worked out and is manageable. I think gradually this problem 
will be the matter of the past, and the discharged military 
personnel who need the permanent housing will most 
definitely get it. 

Krasnaya Zvezda: As a rule, the largest number of 
lieutenants arriving to the Norther Fleet are being 
assigned to the Kola Flotilla. How many 2011 graduates 
are serving in the flotilla and how their formation is going 
on? 

Kasatonov: In 2011, 72 graduates from the military 
institutions of higher education started their military careers in 
the formation. Many of them grew up in the military garrisons, 
and among young officers there are quite a few representatives 
of military dynasties. 

From among the lieutenants who came to us, two 
expressed their wish to be transferred to other formations, ten 
got discharged to reserves, and not during their service in our 
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formation but soon after their graduation. All lieutenants 
wishing to serve have been placed in military positions. 

It is extremely difficult to place all lieutenants to the 
officer positions, we just do not have enough positions for all 
of them. I am sure that situation will gradually improve, we 
just have to be patient, - the staff personnel movement is 
taking place constantly. Some officers are being transferred, 
the others get a voluntary discharge, and yet others are being 
sent for further studies. It is important for the lieutenants to 
show their best side, to prove that they are good specialists; 
they have to fulfill their service duties conscientiously so that 
when the year advances they could get assigned to an officer's 
position when it becomes vacant. 

The difficulties with assigning the graduates from the 
military institutions of higher educations to the positions are 
nothing new to us. But this situation has its advantages: the 
lieutenants assigned to the junior command staff positions 
have gone through good schooling and have received naval 
practice. At the very first opportunity, they will be assigned to 
the officer positions. What the military professional 
specializations are concerned, we need specialists for all of 
them. 

Krasnaya Zvezda: Please tell us about the rookies who 
started their service in the Kola Flotilla in the call-up of 
the spring 2012. Are they any different from the conscripts 
of previous call-ups, and do they have enough time to learn 
a military specialization on the ships in one year? 

Kasatonov: Currently, the conscripted servicemen 
comprise only one-third of all personnel serving on the surface 
ships. According to the plans, by the end of 2013, there will be 
no conscripted servicemen on combat ships, which is 
completely natural. The combat ships are equipped with 
complicated military equipment, they have advanced 
equipment installed, and they have to be serviced by real 
professionals. In this regard, all sailor and sergeant positions 
are planned to be manned by the contract servicemen in the 
future. If the 2012 spring call-up is to be compared with the 
previous one, I could note: the number of young men with a 
negative attitude towards the military service has decreased. It 
happened in many regards because the length of the service 
was shortened. The most interesting thing is that now the 
rookies adapt easier to the life according to the statutes, and 
they stay to serve on contract more willingly. But what the 
quality features are concerned, so far, there is no essential 
improvement yet. 

I am sure: only the professionals should serve on the 
ships. Incompetent personnel should have no access to 
complicated military equipment. Earlier, during the three years 
of service, the conscripts have been having difficulties 
mastering the professional basics, and now, in one year, a 
conscripted sailor can barely grasp the idea about the basic 
necessities but does not have a chance to solidify the skills and 
to develop as a specialist further. 

Only the servicemen who regard the military service as 
their profession will remain on the ships. The necessary 
decisions have already been reached in regard to the 
centralized filling the contract positions. There will be no 
problems with filling the petty officer and sergeant positions 

because many young men are very much attracted by high 
salaries. We only have to solve the housing issue. 

I think we will gradually form a good rank and file 
contingent. They will consciously and for many years tie their 
lives to the military service. They not necessarily have to be 
people who have previously served in the Navy. The citizens 
with the ground troops professional specializations can also 
join the contract service, for example the motorized riflemen. 
We have a possibility to send them for additional training, 
help them in getting a naval profession. The main thing is the 
person has to sincerely want it, and he has to meet elementary 
requirements: to be trainable, physically healthy, 
conscientious and to have a highschool education, - a special 
technical education even better. 

Krasnaya Zvezda: What tasks are assigned to the Kola 
Flotilla for this training year? What would you wish for 
the seamen for the formation's anniversary? 

Kasatonov: We will continue fulfilling a rather specific 
and usual set of tasks the flotilla was built to fulfill. Our ships 
will continue going on long-distance voyages as usual. By the 
way, at the beginning of April, the submarine brigade "Vice-
Admiral Kulakov" has left the main base of the Northern Fleet 
and headed for the combat service. The crew of this ship is 
engaged in the anti-piracy activities in the aquatic territory of 
the Gulf of Aden for the first time, and it is capably handling 
it, - it has already escorted five ship convoys. Before the 
submarine brigade "Vice-Admiral Kulakov," the submarine 
brigade "Admiral Chebachenko" has been there. Now the next 
large antisubmarine ship will have to go through the full cycle 
of training at the base location and at the Northern Fleet's 
combat training ranges in the Barents Sea in order to later 
depart for the Golf of Aden for the same tasks. 

In the summer, the training for the ship groupings will 
continue in the Barents Sea. Our formations will be perfecting 
the tasks assigned to them on the Northern Fleet's ranges, will 
complete a complex of the missile and artillery firings, will be 
completing the combat training exercises in repelling an attack 
on the ship with air striking means using the anti-aircraft 
missile complexes. 

I would like to say that the nature of the training 
exercises, the forms of the combat training, the training 
methods, the active conditions and the factors are constantly 
changing because all matters military cannot be stagnant. They 
are improving and developing. And although basically we are 
tasked with the same missions, the ways to accomplish them, 
the personnel training and ship preparation system have been 
transformed. 

For the 30th anniversary of the Northern Fleet's Red 
Banner Mixed-Forces Kola Flotilla, I want to once again wish 
all veterans, active servicemen and civilian specialists good 
health, happiness, well-being, new achievements in increasing 
the country's defense capabilities and the defense of Russia's 
northern borders. The fatherland has entrusted us with the 
protection of its northern borders, and we will prove to be 
worthy of this trust. 

Moscow Krasnaya Zvezda, a Russian language 
publication, is the official daily newspaper of the Russian 
Ministry of Defense. 
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14. Red Faces As Sub Forced To Surface 
(THE AUSTRALIAN 26 JUL 12) ... Brendan Nicholson 

The Australian submarine HMAS Farncomb has been 
forced to surface suddenly during a major international naval 
exercise off Hawaii after a hose broke and partly flooded a 
compartment. 

Embarrassingly for the navy, the incident occurred in 
view of most of Australia's major allies and just a day after the 
navy issued a statement describing the Collins-class submarine 
as one of the world's most capable weapons systems. 

A navy statement said the incident had occurred yesterday 
while the Farncomb was taking part in the RIMPAC exercise. 

The submarine was at periscope depth operating its diesel 
engines to charge its battery when the hose split. The hose was 
part of the system that that carried sea water to the tanks used 
to change the vessel's buoyancy. 

"HMAS Farncomb suffered a minor flood in one of the 
submarine's machinery spaces," the navy said. 

"At the time of the incident, standard pre-planned 
procedures were immediately executed and the situation was 
dealt with quickly. 

"The submarine surfaced as part of this normal response." 
The navy said no crew members had been injured and 

Farncomb was last night on its way to Pearl Harbour, in 
Hawaii, to replace the hose. 

An investigation would be held to find the cause of the 
break. 

In 2003, another of the Collins-class submarines, HMAS 
Dechaineux, came close to disaster when a hose in a sea water 
cooling system broke when it was deep under water. 

Changes made to emergency procedures and equipment 
on the submarine fleet after the Dechaineux incident ensure 
that all valves close if a hose breaks. 

HMAS Farncomb is on a 13,000-nautical mile, five-
month deployment and left its home base in Western Australia 
in May. 
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PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
15. NPC's Fleet Engagement Team Visits San Diego 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 25 JUL 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist Seaman Carla Ocampo, Navy Public Affairs Support Element 
West 

SAN DIEGO -- Navy Personnel Command's (NPC) fleet 
engagement team visited with Sailors at Naval Base Coronado 
to discuss programs and initiatives affecting the career of 21st 
Century Sailors, July 24. 

The team is currently embarked on a three-day trip to 
meet with Sailors in the San Diego area to discuss the latest 
personnel policy and initiatives impacting the fleet. The visits 
are intended to help Sailors and command leadership 
understand current manpower issues and programs, as well as 
promote the professional and personal development of Sailors. 

"We're here to do fleet engagement from NPC and Bureau 
of Naval Personnel," said Capt. Steven Holmes, director, 
community management branch, Bureau of Naval Personnel. 
"This means coming out and talking with Sailors face-to-face 
where they're stationed to give them an overview of current 
policy, where the Navy stands with manpower and, really, try 
to drill down on some of the policies that affect their career 
and the decisions they're going to have to make." 

The briefs were divided into a leadership-only session 
followed by all-hands briefs. 

"We want to make sure that we emphasize to the leaders 
that they are responsible for the programs that we discuss and 
oversee them correctly to ensure the success of the Sailor," 
said Holmes. "An individual Sailor can't do it on his or her 
own." 

The all-hands briefs provided background on Navy force-
shaping initiatives and upcoming command and Sailor actions. 

"The presentation was very interesting," said Logistics 
Specialist Seaman Sara Schimd. "They talked about the 
enlisted retention boards, ERB (Enlisted Retention Board), 
PTS (Perform to Serve) and PACT (Professional Apprentice 
Career Track). I feel like I can educate my shipmates [and] 
help them ask the right questions that will help them further 
their career." 

By attending the briefs Sailors not only gained more in-
depth knowledge of Navy programs, but also helped the 
engagement team gain feedback. 

"We take feedback from these trips and try to go back and 
look at questions and policies to see if we can better write 
policies to help Sailors and ultimately help the Navy," said 
Holmes. 

According to Holmes, the engagement team tries to 
maximize readiness in the fleet and enhance the ability for the 
Navy to complete its mission. 

"At the end of each brief I ask if people learned 
something and almost 100 percent will raise their hand and tell 
me that they've learned something from each of these briefs. If 
they can learn just one thing and apply it to their career, then 
the trip was a success." 
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16. Joint Hearing Focuses On Transition To Civilian Life 
(NAVY TIMES 25 JUL 12) ... Rick Maze 

A joint congressional committee focused Wednesday on 
missed deadlines and delayed improvements preventing the 
VA and Defense Department from providing a promised 

smooth transition to civilian life for separating service 
members. 

While not questioning the objectives of the two agencies, 
lawmakers from the House armed services and veterans affairs 



 19

committees focused on results of many initiatives that have yet 
to pan out. 

A prime example is the joint VA-DoD Integrated 
Disability Evaluation Systems, or IDES, that was supposed to 
streamline the medical and bureaucratic process for those with 
service-connected disabilities moving toward leaving the 
service. 

There are 26,456 cases awaiting a decision today — 
17,719 in the Army alone — for a process that is taking an 
average of 427 days in the Army, 406 days in the Marine 
Corps, 373 days in the Navy and 349 days in the Air Force. 

Delay means many service members have to put their live 
on hold but it also has an impact on the services because those 
awaiting a decision count against their service’s authorized 
strength. 

The joint electronic health care system promises for years 
is now not estimated to be ready before 2017, improvements 

promised two years ago in transition assistance classes and 
workshops are only now being launched at seven bases as 
pilot projects and there still is no single and joint wounded 
warrior care coordination program. 

Rep, Jeff Miller, R-Fla., the veterans’ committee 
chairman, said there have been improvements. “Although we 
have heard of a number of initiatives, plans and processes for 
improvement...what we have not seen are clear, bottom-line 
results,” Miller said.” 

It seems the goalposts continue to move,” he said. “The 
transition that service members experience from active service 
into civilian life must be improved,” said Rep. Buck McKeon, 
R-Calif., the armed services committee chairman.” 

The idea that our service members could go from the front 
lines to the unemployment lines is unacceptable,” McKeon 
said. 
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17. Resilience Programs Expand As Experts Debate Value 
(NAVY TIMES 30 JUL 12) ... Patricia Kime 

“Resilience” has become the latest military buzzword as 
the services embrace new programs designed to toughen mind 
and body to ward off future mental health problems. 

But the programs, built on the principles of positive 
psychology, are controversial, and some troops agree with 
critics who say the programs aren’t scientifically proven and 
actually could hinder natural coping techniques. 

Yet others assert the skills learned in Comprehensive 
Soldier Fitness, Combat and Operational Stress Control and 
other resilience programs constitute some of the most valuable 
training they’ve received in the military. 

On July 13, a panel of the nation’s top scientists weighed 
in, saying military resilience programs, while unproven, may 
make it “possible to limit the development or severity” of 
stress-related mental conditions. 

The Institute of Medicine panel noted that Defense 
Department resilience programs have not been tested in 
randomized control trials and lack proof that they work. But 
panel members added that the programs had potential and that 
they looked forward to seeing concrete studies of their 
effectiveness. 

The panel said it hopes ongoing evaluations of some of 
these programs will yield such information within a year. 

Psychologist Roy Eidelson, an outspoken critic of DoD’s 
resilience programs, agrees with the IOM that the programs 
lack scientific support. 

“The research evidence in support of prevention programs 
that target individuals before they suffer from trauma is quite 
mixed, at best,” Eidelson said. “Moreover, the program on 
which they are based, the Penn Resilience Program … was 
developed to prevent depressive symptoms in children — a far 
cry from preventing trauma-related disorders in soldiers 
heading into combat.” But many service members have found 
value in the training. 

“I have heard an overwhelming response that this is a 
great program, and why couldn’t [my students] have received 
it earlier in their careers,” trainer and Air Force Master Sgt. 
Anthony Conlon said. 

“Master Resilience Training … made me more self-aware 
of what I was doing and the impact my actions had on my 

family and comrades. This is something that after a year and a 
half I still go back to,” wrote an Army staff sergeant at Fort 
Hood, Texas. 

Resilience programs are built on mental, spiritual, 
physical and social well-being with an aim to reduce stress 
and associated psychological problems. 

Comprehensive Soldier Fitness Director Army Col. 
Kenneth Riddle said the courses teach skills many recruits 
lack when they enlist. 

“We’re talking about communication, critical thinking 
and optimism — pretty basic life skills our soldiers can greatly 
benefit from,” Riddle said. 

University of Southern Mississippi psychology instructor 
and Air Force master resilience trainer Ken Hablitzel agreed, 
saying it is possible to train the mind to handle all types of 
situations, whether in combat, a relationship or in the office. 

“Coping skills are called that for a reason. They can be 
taught and refined. Our warriors need the mental preparedness 
a program like this can offer,” Hablitzel said. But others told 
Military Times they think the $125 million CSF program and 
others waste taxpayer resources. 

“I cannot express what a waste of time master resilience 
training was in my own words; it would become a novel of 
cusswords,” wrote a master sergeant with U.S. Army Pacific. 

David Woodward, a soldier who declined to give his rank, 
said he thinks the Army will be unable to objectively 
determine whether CSF works because assessments of the 
program are based on soldier self-reports called the Global 
Assessment Tool. 

“Soldiers are well-trained in ‘providing the right answers’ 
in order to minimize their requirement for additional training,” 
Woodward said. 

For now, however, resilience training seems entrenched. 
The Army will issue its fourth report on CSF in December, 
and the Air Force is expanding its program, Comprehensive 
Airman Fitness. 

Marine Corps and Navy resilience programs are growing 
as well, with additional personnel being trained for non-
combat arms units. 



 20

The military’s embrace of pre-deployment resilience 
training reflects a “quantum shift” in military attitude to 
mental health, the IOM panel said. 

“The focus [on resilience] can now be seen to emanate 
from the highest levels of command in the military,” the panel 
wrote, citing a 2011 article by then Army Chief of Staff Gen. 

George Casey in American Psychologist magazine in support 
of pre-deployment “psychological fitness.” “That level of 
endorsement can be seen in practice in the substantial funding 
and resources applied to stress-resilience training,” the IOM 
panel noted. 
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18. Navy Names Suiter As 2011 Top Scientist Of The Year 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 25 JUL 12) ... Jacqui Barker, Naval Surface Warfare Center Panama City Division Public Affairs 

PANAMA CITY, Fla. -- Assistant Secretary of the Navy 
for Research Development and Acquisition named the 2011 
Dr. Delores M. Etter Top Scientist and Engineer of the Year in 
a letter signed July 23. 

Naval Surface Warfare Center Panama City Division 
(NSWC PCD) scientist Dr. Harold R. Suiter earned the honor. 

A native of Hillsboro, Ohio, Suiter is an optics expert in 
NSWC PCD's Intelligent Sensing and Irregular Warfare 
Branch and was one of four award recipients from the Naval 
Sea Systems Command (NAVSEA). His nomination package 
competed against 63 other Department of the Navy nominees. 
Suiter is scheduled to receive the award in a ceremony at the 
Pentagon in Washington D.C., Aug. 17, 2012. The other 
NAVSEA recipients were Dr. John A. Lawton (Dahlgren, 
Va.), Densified Propellant Team (Indian Head, Md.), and 
Glenn T. Donovan (Newport, R.I.). 

"He earned the award for the development of image 
enhancement algorithms used with the U.S. Navy common 
neutralizer system's video subsystem that substantially 
improved performance of the system in turbid waters," said 
NSWC PCD Commanding Officer Capt. Scott Pratt. "He has 
been instrumental in the continued development of a number 
of airborne and underwater imaging systems to provide 
advanced capability for the detection of targets in various 
environments. We are thrilled for Dr. Suiter to have earned 
this well deserved and prestigious distinction." 

Suiter has been employed at NSWC PCD for 28 years and 
holds a bachelor of science and doctorate in physics, both 
earned from the Ohio State University. Suiter said he was 
grateful when he learned he was named an awardee. Suiter 
said he believes the award has significant meaning both 
personally and professionally. 

"I was surprised and grateful. Of course, this award is 
really for the Neutralizer team, of which I am only one person. 
Without the help of John Dudinsky, Dave Jennings, Paul 

Moser, and the people of Areté Niceville, this project would 
not have been possible," Suiter said. "It is good to see a project 
go all the way through transition, and to be acknowledged for 
the part I played in it. Even better is the thought that it will 
make the warfighter's job easier." 

NSWC PCD's Science, Technology, Analysis and 
Simulation Deputy Department Head Brenna Williams said 
Suiter's scientific research has resulted in hardware and 
software that has dramatically improved at-sea imagery. 

"Dr. Suiter's accomplishment will significantly increase 
the performance of the video subsystem by enabling the 
system to be employed with the existing sensing hardware 
while providing the operator the ability to acquire and identify 
their targets at significantly increased ranges," said Williams. 
"The resulting capability will reduce risk to operators by 
reducing the time spent to reacquire and neutralize targets in 
turbid water environments." 

It was Suiter's interest in astronomical imaging that 
allowed him to combine field-flattening techniques used by 
astronomers with other image enhancement tools to develop a 
set of image enhancement algorithms for use with the video 
subsystem employed on the mine neutralization system. 
Through research and experimentation, he determined the 
algorithms could substantially extend the distance at which 
objects in turbid water could be identified with low-cost 
cameras. 

To date, Suiter has served as NSWC PCD's chief scientist 
for programs such as the Coastal Battlefield Reconnaissance 
and Analysis Advanced Technology Demonstration, the Joint 
Mine Detection Technology and, Airborne Littoral 
Reconnaissance. He holds several patents, has been published 
in numerous technical journals, has authored a book, "Star 
Testing Astronomical Telescopes (2nd Edition)," and 
continues to explore applications of optical technologies in 
support of U.S. Navy technological requirements. 
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19. Sailor Makes Worthwhile Discovery During Community Service 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 25 JUL 12) ... Bill W. Love, Naval Health Clinic Corpus Christi Public Affairs 

CORPUS CHRISTI, Texas -- A Sailor made a worthwhile 
discovery July 22, after answering a routine call for volunteer 
service in the local community. 

Hospital Corpsman 1st Class (FMF) Jacob D. Davenport, 
assigned to Naval Health Clinic Corpus Christi, said he did not 
realize how much a community service could touch the lives 
of so many deserving individuals until he signed up to keep 
score at the 23rd Annual Bay Ball Ballyhoop sponsored by 
Special Olympics Texas (SOTX). 

"I've volunteered to support several different causes at a 
variety of different venues, but I have never really connected 
with one until I got involved at this event," said Davenport. 

SOTX is a privately funded non-profit organization that 
provides continuing opportunities for intellectually disabled 
individuals throughout the Lone Star State to help them realize 
their potential, develop physical fitness, demonstrate courage 
and enjoy friendship through sports. 

Bay Ball Ballyhoop 3-on-3 basketball competition raises 
money so that SOTX athletes can compete in a variety of 
categories including the Unified Sports program that combines 
team mates with and without intellectual disabilities to help 
remove barriers that have historically kept both groups apart. 

Organizers for this year's event offered a variety of 
volunteer shifts throughout the weekend. 
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Davenport, who admits that he is not much of a basketball 
player, helped out both days. 

"My role during the event was to collect liability waivers 
and keep score. It was natural for people with knowledge of 
the game to perform the score keeping but there were still 
places for people that didn't know the game at all. I saw other 
volunteers helping hand out water, direct players to their 
respective courts, and clean up the courts for the next game," 
said Davenport. 

His involvement in the tournament, as well as the 30 
others who signed up, helps support year-round sports training 
and competition for intellectually disabled Texans. 

"There are currently 1,432 people affected with 
intellectual disabilities that participate with Special Olympics 

in South Texas, while there are 44,000 affected with 
intellectual disabilities state wide," said Alice Fulton-Garza, 
area director for Special Olympics Texas. 

She added that Bay Ball Ballyhoop is the biggest 
fundraiser of the year. 

According to Davenport, the event was well-attended and 
the players' enthusiasm and pleasure was evident. 

"I'm not sure how much was raised, it had to be profitable 
for the Special Olympics organization. I met some great 
people, had a great time, and I plan on getting regularly 
involved with this organization. It was much more fulfilling to 
me than any monetary donation I've given, and I hope that 
others will also volunteer," he said. 
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20. Guardsman Uses Seabee Skills In Afghanistan 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 25 JUL 12) ... Army Staff Sgt. Paul Evans, Kentucky National Guard 

FORWARD OPERATING BASE PASAB, Afghanistan – 
A former Navy Seabee who now serves with the Kentucky 
National Guard is putting his old skills to work as part of an 
agribusiness development team in Afghanistan. 

“No matter what we have to go through and the hard 
things we have to deal with, to be able to know that you’re 
here to help others, it’s a way of life just because it’s the way I 
was raised,” said Army Spc. Michael Hilario, a 47-year-old 
Virginia Beach, Va., native, who resides in Lexington, Ky. 

Hilario is deployed with the Kentucky Guard’s 
Agribusiness Development Team 4. 

Back in Kentucky, Hilario has served as an electrician 
with the Army National Guard’s 149th Vertical Engineering 
Detachment, 201st Engineer Battalion, in Cynthiana, Ky., 
since leaving the Navy Reserve in 2008. During his 10 years 
with the Navy, Hilario deployed to Iraq twice as a Seabee, 
earning the Seabee Combat Warfare device and Fleet Marine 
Force Ribbon. 

“I was active for right at two years,” he said. “I was on 
the USS Kittyhawk for a little bit, and the USS Antietam out 
west in California, [then] I was out of the service for a very 
short period of time and wanted to get back into the Seabees ... 
I’ve been an electrician for over 18 years. I’m a general 
contractor. That’s what I do best, so I got with the Seabees and 
went to Ramadi, Fallujah and Baghdad.” 

In Iraq, he added, his construction battalion built airstrips, 
medical evacuation hospitals and schools. “It’s quite a good 
feeling to know you can go over and help people like that,” he 
said. 

In Afghanistan, Hilario has put his past as a Seabee to 
good use by helping with the agribusiness development team’s 
construction projects and serving as a liaison with the Seabees 
here. 

“Things that we’ve needed, I’ve been able to go over and 
obtain,” he said. “The things that they’ve needed, I’ve been 
able to help them as well. It’s brotherhood taking care of 

brotherhood here. It’s all family ... I believe in helping others. 
That’s the way I was raised.” 

“It’s pretty evident that he knows how to do electric work 
pretty good,” said Army Master Sgt. John Black, a 45-year-old 
Lawrenceburg, Ky., resident who works as a supervisor to 
Hilario on construction projects. “He’s [also] a jack of all 
trades.” 

Hilario said service is in his bloodlines, as his father 
retired from the Navy as a chief petty officer, and his 
grandfather was a master chief petty officer. 

“I wanted to be a part of the agribusiness development 
team because I knew they were doing some good things here,” 
he said. 

Hilario has three children at home. Two are teenagers 
who have learned to deal with his deployments. 

“My oldest two -- Britney, 21, Michael, 18, -- they’ve 
been through it a couple of times. They know it’s hard, but 
they’re military children,” he said. “It’s gotten hard the first 
couple of times, but now they’re understanding how things 
are, what we’re here for, what we’re here to do, and they know 
this is part of daddy’s life as well as theirs.” 

His youngest child is almost 3, he said, and isn’t old 
enough yet to understand. “I’m sure the video I sent him made 
him aware -- let him know where dad’s going,” he said. “He’ll 
look back on it in the years to come. We’ll sit down and we’ll 
talk about it too.” 

After this deployment, Hilario said, he’ll probably go 
home for a couple months and take it easy. But he’ll be glad to 
return if necessary, he added. 

“If they need me back, I’d go back again,” he said. “I 
wouldn’t hesitate.” 

Helping people is a family tradition, Hilario said. 
“There’s no amount of money that can ever replace the 

feeling that you get when you’re able to help out people in 
your community and your country,” he said. “There’s nothing 
like the feeling of going and helping people” 
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FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
21. U.S., Australian Navies To Cooperate On Biofuel Research 
(DEFENSE NEWS 25 JUL 12) ... Nigel Pittaway 

SYDNEY — The Royal Australian Navy will observe 
biofuel development undertaken by the U.S. Navy following 
the signing of an historic Statement of Co-operation aboard 
the aircraft carrier USS Nimitz on July 19. 

Following the agreement, signed by Australian Navy 
Chief Vice Adm. Ray Griggs and U.S. Navy Secretary Ray 
Mabus, an Australian Seahawk helicopter was refueled with a 
biofuel blend aboard Nimitz and subsequently made the first 
biofuel-powered flight by an Australian Navy helicopter. 

The U.S. Navy has a requirement to meet half of its fuel 
needs from alternative sources by 2020 and is planning to sail 
a fleet across the Pacific to Australia sometime in 2016 as a 
demonstration of sustainable fuels use. The demonstration will 
commemorate the arrival of the Great White Fleet in Sydney 
harbor in 1907 and will then take on biofuels made in 
Australia for the return journey. 

“All of us have a responsibility to be more 
environmentally aware. As things stand today, biofuel remains 
too costly to use across our fleet; however, this project could 
lead to a cheaper alternative fuel,” said Australian Navy Fleet 
Commander Rear Adm. Tim Barrett. 

“We are making sure that we look to the future so that we 
can continue to operate with the U.S. as we do in company 
around the world,” he said. 

Susan Pond, adjunct professor with the U.S. Studies 
Centre’s Dow Sustainability Program at the University of 
Sydney, said the agreement between the two countries is 
welcome. 

“The U.S. Navy initiatives to find affordable and 
sustainable alternatives to fossil fuels should be encouraged. 
Alternatives include advanced biofuels. These are fuels that 
are produced from nonfood biomass sources, interchangeable 
with petroleum in existing supply lines, ships, aircraft and all 
other vehicles, at price parity to petroleum, and have lower 
‘ground to tail pipe’ greenhouse gas emissions,” she says. 

“Demand by customers such as the U.S. and Australian 
navies sends a strong signal to the emerging advanced biofuels 
industry as it continues along the trajectory toward production 
at commercial scale. In working with the U.S. Navy, the 
Australian Navy will ensure its interoperability with its U.S. 
counterpart,” she said. “It will also foster the development of a 
strong Australian advanced biofuels industry and the 
associated benefits of increased fuel security, regional 
development and reduction of greenhouse gas emissions.” 
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22. Politics Short Circuits Pentagon Alternative Energy Attempts 
(AVIATION WEEK 25 JUL 12) ... Michael Fabey 

Politics — not policy or technology — is proving to be 
the biggest obstacle to developing alternative fuel programs 
for the Pentagon that could prove to be successful commercial 
energy alternatives, says Phyllis Cuttino, director of the Pew 
Project on National Security, Energy, and Climate. 

The Pentagon is employing and deploying ships and 
aircraft using sound technology for alternative energy, 
particularly biofuels, Cuttino says. The big problem in going 
forward with the programs, she says, appears to be static from 
federal lawmakers responding to constituents and special 
interests associated with the traditional fossil fuel industries. 
“There are a lot of deeply entrenched interests,” she says. 

Some lawmakers have argued that the Pentagon, and 
specifically the U.S. Navy, have no business getting into the 
energy business, alternative or otherwise. But Navy and 
Pentagon officials says federal law allows them to do just that, 
especially when national security is at stake. The U.S. military 
brass argues that continued dependence on foreign oil reaches 
that level of concern. 

“As we bring newer ships in and bring forward 
requirements, it’s clearly to me a factor in security,” says 
Adm. Jonathan Greenert, chief of naval operations. 

Navy Secretary Ray Mabus says the service can ill afford 
to bypass the opportunity to develop alternative fuels. “First, 
our dependence on foreign sources of fossil fuel is rife with 
danger for our nation and it would be irresponsible to continue 
it,” he says. “Second, paying for spikes in oil prices means we 
may have less money to spend on readiness, which includes 

procurement. We could be using that money for more 
hardware and more platforms.” 

Cuttino agrees with the military assessment, citing the 
Navy’s development of nuclear-powered submarines and 
aircraft carriers as an example of times when the U.S. military 
has developed alternative fuel programs. 

More recently, she notes, the Navy has scored success 
using significant amounts of biofuel during Pacific-based 
exercises. The Navy is looking to deploy what it calls the 
“Green Fleet” of ships and “Green Hornet” F/A-18 aircraft 
using increasingly greater amounts of biofuel to power the 
vessels and jets. 

“The Navy has been the pioneer,” Cuttino says. 
The service will likely continue its efforts, she says, 

despite the opposition in Washington. 
“What we’ve been seeing is opposition from the oil-

producing states,” Cuttino says. “The debate has been 
troubling.” 

Not only will biofuel development pay off in the long-
term — military applications could lead to commercially 
competitive energy by 2018 — but the new fuel options could 
help cushion the military against market volatility and spikes 
in fossil fuel prices, Cuttino says. In the middle part of the last 
decade, for example, the Pentagon’s fuel bill just about 
doubled, she points out. 

While biofuels are expensive now, she says, they will 
become cheaper as development continues and commercial 
interest grows. Commercial airlines are already showing a big 
interest, she notes. 
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23. Navy Closer To Unmanned Aircraft Operation On Carriers 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 26 JUL 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Jonnie Hobby, USS Harry S. Truman Public Affairs 

USS HARRY S. TRUMAN, At sea -- The Navy's 
Unmanned Combat Air System Demonstration (UCAS-D) 
program conducted a series of unmanned air vehicle (UAV) 
surrogate recoveries and launches aboard the aircraft carrier 
USS Harry S. Truman (CVN 75), July 18-22. 

Sailors assigned to the Air Test and Evaluation Squadron 
(VX) 23 recovered their first UAV-equipped F/A-18D Hornet, 
containing in-flight software replicating the software installed 
in the unmanned X-47B, July 18. 

"The focus during this at-sea period is to test the hardware 
inside the Hornet to make sure our unmanned system is able to 
operate the same way manned aircraft operate aboard a 
carrier," said Lt. James Reynolds, UCAS-D surrogate project 
officer from VX 23. 

Since the beginning of July, a team of more than 50 
Sailors and engineers have performed tests to ensure Truman's 

on-board UAV software and the UCAS-D surrogate aircraft's 
software were properly interfacing. 

"It takes a lot of people to analyze the data, maintain the 
system and monitor the tests. If we see anything out of the 
ordinary, we can correct the issues or learn how to make it 
better for next time," said Rob Benner, UCAS-D project 
engineer and test conductor. 

The UCAS-D testing had many criteria to meet, including 
launching the surrogate aircraft from all four catapults and 
touch-and-go tests, said Benner. 

"The ship has been very accommodating in helping us 
meet our objectives," said Benner. "Everybody has been 
making our job easier. We couldn't have gathered the data we 
did without the help of the crew." 

Shipboard demonstration and operation procedures are 
slated to be complete by fiscal year 2013. 

Truman is underway conducting carrier qualifications. 
Return to Index 
 

24. Lockheed To Deliver 18 More F-35s This Year 
(FLIGHT GLOBAL 25 JUL 12) ... Dave Majumdar 

WASHINGTON, D.C. -- Lockheed Martin has delivered 
12 F-35 aircraft to the U.S. Department of Defense so far this 
year, but the company is contracted to deliver 30 aircraft in 
2012. That means the company must build 18 more jets this 
year, which gives the company five months to deliver those 
remaining aircraft. 

"Production activities are continuing to progress. In our 
second quarter, we delivered three production aircraft. Since 
then, we've delivered seven additional aircraft, bringing year-
to-date production deliveries to 12," says Christopher 
Kubasik, Lockheed's chief operating officer and soon to be 
president. "Included in this total is the first international 
aircraft delivered to the United Kingdom." 

A total of "just over 70 aircraft in production flow," 
Kubasik adds. Already there are 19 aircraft stationed at Eglin 
AFB, Florida, eight test aircraft at Patuxent Naval Air Station, 
Maryland, and six more test aircraft at Edwards AFB, 
California. "The F-35 programme is making good progress," 
he says. 

Lockheed's chief financial officer Bruce Tanner adds, 
"We're going to finalize deliveries of all the LRIP [low rate 
initial production] 2 aircraft, all the LRIP 3 and a pretty good 
portion of LRIP 4 aircraft this year." 

The company has also received a $490 million contract 
for LRIP 7 long-lead production items this quarter, Kubasik 
says. That allows Lockheed to start "procurement activities" to 
begin for the 35 aircraft expected in that production lot. 
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25. Navy, Marines Top Pentagon EW Investment 
(AVIATION WEEK 23 JUL 12) ... Michael Fabey 

The U.S. Navy and Marine Corps are expected to 
outspend each of their sister services roughly two-to-one on 
electronic warfare (EW) programs during the next decade. 

In a 10-year period from fiscal 2008-17, the Navy and 
Marines have spent or are set to spend a cumulative total of 
about $21.9 billion, based on analysis and data provided by 
Avascent 050, an online market analysis toolkit for global 
defense programs. 

Combined, all of the services will have spent or are slated 
to spend a cumulative total of about $44.2 billion during that 
time, the analysis shows. 

The U.S. Air Force will have spent or is budgeted to 
spend a total of $12.3 billion in that time frame, while the 
Army's total is expected to be about $9.1 billion, the analysis 
shows. 

Joint Pentagon-wide programs are expected to total about 
$829.3 million, according to the analysis. 

“For the last 30 years, the Air Force has emphasized 
stealth in its aircraft modernization plans while the Navy has 
stressed electronic attack,” says Loren Thompson, defense 

analyst for the Lexington Institute. “The Air Force hasn't paid 
much attention to jamming and the Navy hasn't paid much 
attention to low-observables.” 

While that likely will change as the Navy acquires a 
carrier-based version of the stealthy F-35 fighter aircraft, 
Thompson says, “The Navy is the main repository of 
electronic warfare expertise in the joint force, and that inclines 
it to assign less importance to low-observables.” For aircraft 
launched from carriers or other vessels, jamming and EW are 
often more valuable and effective than stealthiness. 

But the rest of the military is starting to focus more on 
EW. 

“The Department of Defense is increasingly dependent on 
access to the electromagnetic spectrum—the full range of all 
possible frequencies of electromagnetic radiation, including 
frequency ranges such as radio, microwave, infrared, visible, 
ultraviolet, X-rays and gamma rays—for a variety of military 
uses, such as communicating, navigating, information-
gathering and sensing, and targeting,” notes the U.S. 
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Government Accountability Office in a report released this 
month. 

Overall, the Pentagon will be steadily increasing its 
investment in EW programs in the coming five years, growing 
to about $5.6 billion in fiscal 2017 from about $3.6 billion in 
fiscal 2013, based on the analysis of Avascent data. 

That is a reversal of a trend in the latter half of the 
previous decade, which showed Defense Department spending 
for electronic warfare reaching about $3.9 billion in fiscal 
2008 and spiking to about $4.5 billion in fiscal 2010 before 
dropping off to about $3.3 billion in fiscal 2012, the Avascent 
data and analysis show. 

The single-largest type of expense—about $28.1 billion—
in the coming years will be the actual production of the 
electronic warfare equipment and platforms, the Avascent 
analysis indicates, with EW development running a distant 
second with $11.2 billion. Program management support is 
ranked third with $1.5 billion. 

The projected expenses for production really ramp-up in 
fiscal 2016-17, the analysis indicates, with the Pentagon 
scheduled to spend at least $3.8 billion during each of those 
years. 

The biggest single electronic warfare platform and 
program highlighted by the Avascent analysis is the Navy's P-

8A Poseidon with about $2.3 billion in spent funds or 
expected spending during the 10-year period, the Avascent 
analysis shows. 

The aircraft, based on a Boeing 737 platform, will replace 
the Lockheed P-3 Orion, with initial operational capability 
expected in 2013. 

The second-largest EW program for the 10-year period is 
the Navy's proposed Next-Generation Jammer with about $2.1 
billion in spent funds or expected funding. The Jammer is 
slated to replace the ALQ-99 jamming pods on EA-18G 
Growler aircraft. 

USAF's Large Aircraft Infrared Countermeasures 
(Laircm) is the third-largest EW program for the 10-year 
period, according to Avascent data. 

Laircm, which has received or is set to receive about $1.7 
billion in funding during that period, is used to detect missile 
launches, determine the threat level and, if warranted, activate 
a high-intensity laser-based countermeasure to track and 
defeat the projectile. 

The next two leading EW platforms are aircraft—the F-35 
Joint Strike Fighter, which is listed under the Air Force's 
account and the Navy's Growlers—both totaling about $1.5 
billion each in the 10-year period, the analysis shows. 
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26. Budget Office Questions Navy Shipbuilding Cost Estimates 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 25 JUL 12) ... John Walcott 

The U.S. Navy is underestimating the cost of its proposed 
30-year shipbuilding program by 19 percent, the non-partisan 
Congressional Budget Office said in a report. 

The Navy’s plan, submitted to Congress in late March, is 
to buy 268 ships during the next three decades at an average 
annual cost of $16.8 billion for a total of $505 billion, 
according to the report today. If other activities such as 
refueling nuclear- powered aircraft carriers that typically are 
funded from the service’s shipbuilding accounts are included, 
the average annual cost is $18.8 billion, the CBO said. 

“By comparison, using its own models and assumptions, 
CBO estimates that the cost for new-ship construction under 
the 2013 plan would average $20.0 billion per year, or a total 
of $599 billion through 2042,” the CBO said. “That figure is 
19 percent more than the Navy’s estimate. Including the 
expense of refueling aircraft carriers and the other items raises 
that average cost to about $22 billion per year -- 37 percent 
more than what the Navy has spent through its shipbuilding 
accounts on average during the past 30 years.” 

In response, a Navy spokeswoman, Lieutenant Courtney 
Hillson, said, “The Navy welcomes the CBO’s review of our 
shipbuilding estimates, and we will take the time needed to 
review the CBO report.” 

The Navy’s 2013 plan calls for buying 222 combat ships, 
including aircraft carriers, submarines and amphibious warfare 
ships, between 2013 and 2042, 17 more than called for in its 
2012 plan, said the CBO. In addition, the plan calls for 46 
“logistics and support” ships. 

Falling Short 
Among the prime contractors for the Navy’s shipbuilding 

programs are General Dynamics Corp. of Falls Church, 
Virginia; Huntington Ingalls Industries Inc. of Newport News, 
Virginia; Austal USA of Mobile, Alabama; and Lockheed 

Martin Corp. of Bethesda, Maryland. Raytheon Co. of 
Waltham, Massachusetts, makes radar, electronics and self-
defense missiles. 

The 2013 plan for a fleet of about 300 warships “would 
still leave the Navy short of its inventory objectives for attack 
submarines, large surface combatants and amphibious warfare 
ships for significant parts of the 2013-2042 period, although 
those shortfalls are now less pronounced than they would have 
been under the 2012 plan,” according to the report. 

By contrast, the CBO said, the Navy would exceed its 
goal of 11 aircraft carriers, including six new Gerald R. Ford-
class vessels, for all but four years of that period. 

Rising Cost 
The Navy now estimates the average cost of the six new 

CVN- 78 carriers, the first one of which is about 40 percent 
completed at Huntington Ingalls Shipbuilding’s Newport 
News, Virginia, yard, at $10.9 billion. The CBO’s average 
estimate for the six vessels through 2042 is $13 billion. 

The lead ship USS Gerald Ford has drawn the most 
scrutiny this year from lawmakers, such as Senate Armed 
Services Committee ranking Republican John McCain of 
Arizona. 

CBO today confirmed an earlier McCain claim that the 
projected cost of the CVN-78 grew 18 percent between 2008 
and 2013. That’s up from a 10 percent increase since 2008 
CBO projected last year. 

CBO projects the total CVN-78 cost by the time its 
delivered in September 2015 will be at least $14.2 billion, up 
from $13.3 billion in fiscal 2012 dollars, the agency estimated 
in last year’s report. 

The final cost of the CVN-78 could be even higher than 
CBO’s estimate, for several reasons, according to the CBO. 



 25

These include the fact that the Navy’s own cost estimates 
assume the vessel has a 50 percent chance of exceeding its 
budget, the CBO said. 

Critical Technologies 
In addition, “a number of critical technologies” are 

supposed to be incorporated into the ship, such as a new 
General Atomics of San Diego electromagnetic catapult 
system for launching aircraft. They remain under development 
and will require integration as the ship nears the final stages of 
construction, CBO said. 

Difficulties in completing that integration could arise and 
increase costs, and those increases would also probably affect 
the costs for subsequent ships of the class,” according to the 
CBO. 

Some military experts have questioned the wisdom of 
relying heavily on such large ships when nations such as 
China are developing new anti-ship missiles, drones and attack 
submarines. 

Chief of Naval Operations Admiral Jonathan Greenert 
said in a Bloomberg interview today that the service will soon 
release its latest force structure plan. 
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27. GOP Senators Launch Tour Warning Of Defense Cuts 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 25 JUL 12) ... Donna Cassata 

WASHINGTON -- Senate Republicans warning of the 
devastating impact from looming defense cuts will hit four 
presidential battleground states next week, ratcheting up the 
political pressure on President Barack Obama even though 
Congress endorsed the reductions. Sens. John McCain, 
Lindsey Graham and Kelly Ayotte announced Thursday that 
they will hold a series of town hall meetings in Florida, North 
Carolina, Virginia and New Hampshire — states that are home 
to military installations and defense contracting jobs. 

The three said in a statement that they will "sound the 
alarm about the profound negative consequences of these cuts 
to our national security and economy. These communities, 
which provide our troops the equipment and support they need 
to defend our country, will bear the brunt of the defense 
sequestration cuts." 

McCain, R-Ariz., voted for the cuts last August; Graham, 
R-S.C., and Ayotte, R-N.H., opposed them. 

Republicans have blamed Obama for the automatic, 
across-the-board reductions in projected defense spending, but 
Republicans as well as Democrats voted for the cuts as part of 
a $1.2 trillion deficit-cutting plan. 

The law implements nearly $500 billion in cuts over 10 
years as the nation emerges from wars in Iraq and 
Afghanistan. If Congress can't find a way to avert the 
automatic cuts, known as sequestration, defense and domestic 
programs would face another round of cuts of about $500 
billion apiece beginning on Jan. 2. 

The cuts were set in motion by the failure of the 
bipartisan congressional supercommittee last November to 
produce $1.2 trillion in spending cuts. 

Lawmakers have called the reductions catastrophic for the 
military. Defense Secretary Leon Panetta issued a fresh 
warning of his own on Wednesday. 

"I sure as hell hope that sequestration doesn't happen," 
Panetta told a joint House panel focused on veterans issues. "It 
would be, as I've said, time and time again, a disaster in terms 
of the Defense Department, as far as our budget is concerned 
and as far as our ability to respond to the threats that are out 
there." 

Panetta said it would mean double the defense budget cuts 
and the 100,000 personnel cut. 

In real terms, however, the base defense budget has nearly 
doubled over the last decade, from $297 billion in 2001 to 

$529 billion in 2011. That amount does not include the 
billions spent on the two wars. The Pentagon envisioned 
spending would increase to $700 billion in 2021. 

If the automatic cuts kick in, next year's Pentagon budget 
would face a cut of about $55 billion in projected spending 
from a half-trillion-dollar budget. 

Graham, who traveled through his state of South Carolina 
in May, warned that the automatic cuts would force more than 
180,000 out of the Army, cast doubt on the future of Fort 
Jackson and mean the termination of the F-35 Joint Strike 
Fighter, which is supposed to be based at the Marine Corps 
Air Station in Beaufort and Shaw Air Force Base outside 
Sumter. 

Since then, Graham, McCain and several Democrats have 
discussed a possible one-year alternative to the automatic cuts 
that would involve raising revenue through changes in the tax 
rates. That idea, however, hasn't won much support from 
Republicans resistant to raising taxes. 

Graham said in an interview that to force the issue in 
Congress, it's necessary to "create pressure outside the body ... 
I hope Democrats will do what we're doing on the non-defense 
side. If I were a Democrat worried about the NIH's budget — 
I'm worried about it myself — I'd be out there doing what 
we're doing." 

But he made clear he is frustrated with Obama. 
"I think he's been AWOL," Graham said. "Quite frankly, 

it's an abrogation of his commander-in-chief responsibility to 
go to the VFW and criticize us when you haven't done 
anything to solve the problem." 

Obama said in his VFW speech on Monday. "There are a 
number of Republicans in Congress who don't want you to 
know that most of them voted for these cuts ... Now they're 
trying to wriggle out of what they agreed to." 

Graham said he hopes to attach any plan to a bill to keep 
the government operating. 

On the House side, the top Democrats on the various 
committees sent a letter to Speaker John Boehner, R-Ohio, 
calling for bipartisan negotiations to replace the automatic cuts 
with a balanced deficit reduction plan. 

"We are confident that we can identify revenue sources 
and prioritize investments in a bipartisan fashion to avoid the 
sequester while achieving our deficit reduction goals," the 21 
Democrats wrote. 
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28. Defense Firms Post Lower Profits; U.S. Budget Cuts Loom 
(REUTERS 25 JUL 12) ... Andrea Shalal-Esa 

WASHINGTON -- Three top U.S. defense contractors 
reported lower second-quarter earnings on Wednesday, 
reflecting mounting pressure on U.S. defense budgets, but they 
largely beat expectations due to tough cost-cutting and share 
buybacks. 

Northrop Grumman Corp, which builds Global Hawk 
unmanned surveillance planes, radars and electronic systems, 
posted lower earnings and sales, as did General Dynamics 
Corp , which lowered its guidance for the full year. 

Boeing Co's defense division revenues were higher, 
following Lockheed Martin Corp's lead on Tuesday, but 
Boeing's defense earnings and operating margins came under 
pressure in the second quarter. 

Analysts said results were generally better than expected, 
but the longer-term outlook for the sector was shaded by 
continued uncertainty about an additional $500 billion in 
defense spending cuts due in January, on top of $487 billion in 
cuts already on the books for the next decade. 

"Defense companies earnings are holding up fairly well, 
but investor perceptions are being driven by the prospect of 
across the board cuts next year," said Loren Thompson, chief 
operating officer of the Lexington Institute. 

"What we're seeing here is the last gasp of the Bush 
defense bonanza, but with each passing quarter, softening 
demand of the Obama years will take its toll on company 
results." 

General Dynamics Chief Executive Jay Johnson told 
analysts there was increasing attention to the additional cuts 
required under the process known as "sequestration" and he 
remained hopeful U.S. lawmakers would find other ways to 
reduce the U.S. deficit. 

In the meantime, he said General Dynamics was focused 
on meeting on current contracts, working with suppliers, 
analyzing contract terms, and safeguarding capital since it 
appeared increasingly unlikely that any budget clarity would 
emerge before the November presidential election. 

"We are focused on what we can control," Johnson said. 
Northrop Chief Executive Wes Bush told analysts that his 

company was developing contingency plans for sequestration 
and other budget scenarios, but all of them required continued 
focus on innovation, cost reductions and customer 
affordability. 

He said he hoped sequestration would be avoided since it 
would clearly result in lower earnings, sales and cash flow. 

"Exactly how this is going to play out is anybody's guess 
right now," Bush said. 

Northrop Grumman's profit fell to $480 million in the 
second quarter from $520 million a year earlier, while revenue 
dropped to $6.27 billion from $6.56 billion. 

But operating margins rose to 12.5 percent from 12.0 
percent and earnings per share increased to $1.88 from $1.81 
as the number of outstanding shares was reduced. Analysts 
polled by Thomson Reuters I/B/E/S estimated Northrop 
earnings at $1.61 per share. 

Bush said Northrop was increasing its full-year earnings 
outlook by more than 30 cents to a range of $7.05 to $7.25 a 
share, citing a "robust level" of new business, a higher total 
backlog and strong cash generation. 

General Dynamics Corp's second-quarter earnings fell and 
it lowered the outlook for full-year profit, citing delays in 
contract awards for its information systems business due to a 
continued cloudy outlook about the U.S. budget. 

The company, which builds warships, ground combat 
vehicles and Gulfstream business jets, said earnings from 
continuing operations fell 4.8 percent to $634 million, or 
$1.77 per share on a fully diluted basis, from $666 million, or 
$1.79, a year earlier. 

Revenues edged up 0.5 percent to $7.9 billion in the 
second quarter from $7.89 billion, the gain depressed by a 10 
percent drop in the information systems and technology sector, 
where expected orders for already awarded tactical 
communication equipment contracts failed to materialize. 
Earnings in that sector dropped 24.4 percent. 

Analysts expected earnings per share of $1.73 on 
revenues of $7.93 billion. 

Operating margins remained high across most of the 
company's sectors, increasing in combat systems, shipbuilding 
and aerospace, but dropping in the information systems sector. 

Johnson said the Gulfstream brand had a sizable, multi-
year, large-cabin backlog and a robust order pipeline, and saw 
its lowest order default rates since the begin of the global 
financial downturn in 2008. 

Boeing said revenues at its defense, space and security 
division rose 7 percent to $8.2 billion from $7.7 billion, but 
earnings from operations fell 6 percent to $748 million, and 
operating margins dropped to 9.1 percent from 10.4 percent. 

Rob Stallard, defense analyst with RBC Capital Markets, 
said the companies had been offsetting soft revenues with 
cost-cutting and share buybacks for over a year. 

"You're arguably now in a situation where revenue 
expectations are far more realistic (i.e. conservative), and so 
defense companies are no longer missing these forecasts, 
whilst also making progress on costs and the buybacks," he 
said. 

He questioned how long they could sustain higher 
earnings per share and margins, given the challenging defense 
budget environment. 

On Tuesday, Lockheed Martin beat analysts' expectations, 
posting higher quarterly net profit, and raised its full-year 
forecast. The company said it was still concerned about the 
threat of more U.S. defense spending cuts. 

Despite uncertainty about future budgets, Lockheed, 
which builds F-35 and F-16 fighter jets, Aegis missiles and 
coastal warships, raised its forecast for 2012 operating profit 
to $4.025-$4.125 billion from $3.9-$4.0 billion, or by 20 cents 
a share to $7.90 to $8.10. 
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29. Firms Split On Danger Of Defense Cuts 
(THE HILL 25 JUL 12) ... Carlo Muñoz 

Boeing, General Dynamics, Raytheon and Northrop 
Grumman have begun to break ranks with other top-tier 
defense firms warning that $500 billion in automatic defense 
cuts would hurt national security and lead to devastating job 
losses. 

While these companies remain firmly against the cuts, 
they are not offering doomsday scenarios of what 
sequestration would mean to their industry in closed-door 
meetings with senior decision-makers on Capitol Hill, 
according to an industry source. 

They are also sounding a different note in public. 
“When you look at this situation, I understand the danger, 

but there’s also an opportunity. And the smart companies, 
smart leaders, smart businesspeople know how to take 
advantage of opportunities,” Raytheon CEO Bill Swanson told 
Defense News this week. 

“We know how to do this; we know how to do it in a 
rational way,” Northrop Grumman chief Wes Bush 
commented last week on implementing the cuts. 

Their tone contrasts with public comments at a 
congressional hearing last week by the CEOs of Lockheed 
Martin, EADS North America and Pratt & Whitney, who all 
offered stark warnings about the cuts. 

Lockheed Martin CEO Bob Stevens said his company 
could lay off as many as 10,000 workers because of 
sequestration, and that those layoffs could begin by 
November. Boeing, in contrast, has said nothing about layoffs 
that could be implemented before a decision is made on 
sequestration. 

The different messages reflect worries among some 
companies that they could see their stock values plunge if 
investors grow panicked over the possible cuts, according to 
industry and congressional sources. Sounding the alarm over 
sequestration too loudly could scare off potential investors and 
result in millions in lost value, the industry source said. 

The problem in balancing opposition to the sequester with 
the interests of stockholders is something House Armed 
Services Committee Chairman Buck McKeon (R-Calif.) 
recognizes, his office said. But McKeon, who is pushing the 
administration to stop the cuts, is unconcerned. 

“This is the dynamic that sequestration has put the 
companies in,” committee spokesman Claude Chafin said. 

Boeing spokesman Dan Beck on Wednesday vehemently 
denied the company was backing off its anti-sequestration 
stance in any way. 

“Boeing strongly urges elimination of both defense and 
non-defense sequestration within the context of a balanced 

agreement that addresses the broader fiscal issues facing the 
nation,” he said in a statement to The Hill. 

Beck declined to comment on the issue of early 
termination notices, saying it was “too early for us to speculate 
on what deep defense cuts might mean for individual 
programs or the employees and facilities supporting them.” 

Northrop Grumman spokesman Randy Belote reiterated 
that point, saying defense cuts under sequestration would lead 
to “serious negative consequences for national security, the 
defense industrial base, and our shareholders … and all of the 
communities that rely on the defense industrial base.” 

He said there is no question that if sequestration goes 
forward, it will hurt his company’s bottom line. 

“We expect that as currently provided … sequestration 
would result in lower revenues, profits and cash flows for our 
company,” Belote said. 

General Dynamic and Raytheon did not respond to 
requests for comment by press time. 

The $500 billion in cuts to the Pentagon were triggered by 
last summer’s deal to raise the debt ceiling. 

That deal created a supercommittee of lawmakers charged 
with reaching an agreement to cut the deficit. 

Sequestration — a process of cutting $500 billion in 
defense spending and $600 billion in non-defense 
discretionary spending — was supposed to be the Sword of 
Damocles that ensured the supercommittee reached a deal. 
The defense cuts, in particular, were seen as so politically 
untenable they would force Republicans and Democrats to 
reach a deal. 

Despite the threat, the supercommittee failed, dropping 
the sword even closer to valuable federal contracts prized by 
defense firms, which ever since have been pressuring 
lawmakers and the administration to reach a new deal to 
replace sequestration. 

“Some of them have done a good job in making their 
case,” acknowledged Sen. Tom Carper (D-Del.), a member of 
the Armed Services Committee. 

Sen. Carl Levin (D-Mich.), the Armed Services chairman, 
said the industry push has sparked more informal 
conversations among lawmakers on potential deals to avoid 
sequestration. 

But there is a fear that the different messages could make 
it easier for Congress to allow sequestration to go forward, 
particularly since Democrats and Republicans remain at an 
impasse over using more tax revenue as a replacement. 

“It is going to be a big lift” to get a deal done, one 
industry source acknowledged. 
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BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
30. One Week Till Seafair U.S. Navy Fleet Parades Past West Seattle 
(WEST SEATTLE NEWS 25 JUL 12) 

The biggest events of Seafair are getting closer – with the 
Torchlight Parade (including the West Seattle Hi-Yu float) 
downtown this Saturday, and the Blue Angels and hydroplane 
races coming up the first weekend in August. And an event 
that can be viewed from West Seattle shores is a week away – 
the Seafair Parade of Ships and Flight. 

The parade is scheduled for 1:45 pm next Wednesday 
(August 1st), which means that you’ll see it from here in the 
early afternoon. Here’s our coverage from last year, when we 
recorded video from a perch along Duwamish Head. 

This year, your editor here will get a different perspective 
– from the media ride-aboard, spending that morning on the 
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guided-missile cruiser USS Bunker Hill (CG-52). The Seafair 
website says other ships coming in for the festival include the 
amphibious dock landing ship USS Pearl Harbor (LSD 52), 
which will later dock at Pier 90, and guided-missile destroyer 

USS Halsey (DDG 97), which will dock at Pier 66 (the 
Bunker Hill will be at Pier 48). The ships will offer free tours 
Thursday-Sunday, August 2nd-5th (hours and details are 
here). 
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31. Naval Station Everett Conducts Exercise Reliant Cloud 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 25 JUL 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Jeffry Willadsen, Navy Public Affairs Support 
Element West, Naval Station Everett, Det. Northwest 

EVERETT, Wash. -- Emergency response teams at Naval 
Station Everett coordinated with the city of Everett's Fire 
Department, local hospitals and other community authorities 
during the base's annual emergency response Exercise Reliant 
Cloud, June 25. 

The exercise simulated a scenario in which a vehicle 
collision causes a chemical tanker truck to begin leaking, and 
releasing toxic chemicals resulting in mock injuries. 

"This was a realistic and fast-paced exercise. It is one of 
several training exercises we do throughout the year to prepare 
for any possible emergency situation," said Mark Brooks, 
Naval Station Everett's operations officer. "It was meant first 
and foremost to evaluate our ability to respond to and mitigate 
a Hazardous Material (HAZMAT) threat and save lives in the 
process. It also helps to build our working relationship with 
our local emergency aid partners, who are a vital asset to this 
installation." 

Volunteer Sailors acted as mock victims who had come in 
contact with the toxic chemicals. These victims were assessed 
by local firefighters upon arrival on the scene and 
decontaminated at a temporary decontamination station set up 
in a parking lot near the simulated accident site. 

The victims with the worst simulated injuries were further 
assessed by corpsmen from the Naval Branch Health Clinic 
Everett. The most severe patients were transferred to local 
hospitals in the Everett area for critical treatment. 

"As a mock victim of this drill, it makes you think about 
what it would be like to be in a real situation like this," said 
Machinist's Mate 3rd Class Errie Evangelista, assigned to the 
Naval Station Everett's Operations department. "It's good to 
know that we are prepared and ready to respond to any 
situation that might come up." 

Firefighters thoroughly investigated the simulated 
accident scene, secured the area and made required reports. 

"Situations like this can be very dynamic and spin out of 
control at any time," said Navy Region Northwest Fire and 
Emergency Services Assistant Regional Training Chief Brian 
Pille. "The firefighters from the base and from the Everett fire 
department, the corpsman from the branch medical clinic and 
from local hospitals are integral parts of completing our 
important mission of keeping this base and its personnel safe." 

After the exercise, all team members involved met for 
debriefing and an evaluation of their performance during the 
drill. 

"Overall, the exercise went very smoothly and all mission 
objectives were achieved in a timely manner," said Pille. "The 
base and local personnel worked efficiently together as 
always. Their performance during this drill gives me 
confidence that this base could respond to any dangerous 
situation that might arise." 
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32. Naval Base San Diego Seeks To Exceed Regional 'Feds Feed Families' Goal 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 25 JUL 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Justin L. Webb, Naval Base San Diego Public 
Affairs 

SAN DIEGO (NNS) -- Naval Base San Diego (NBSD) 
donated more than 5,000 dollars of non-perishable food items 
and 22 cases of Gatorade during a food distribution at Father 
Joe's Village, a local homeless service provider, July 24. 

This gifting was one of many scheduled drop offs as part 
of the Office of Personnel Management's (OPM) fourth annual 
"Feds Feed Families" food drive initiative, a direct response to 
the "United We Serve Act," signed by President Obama in 
April 2009, calling upon all Americans to contribute to the 
nation's economic recovery by serving their communities. 

Since June 1 NBSD has donated 25,182 pounds of non-
perishable food items, and plans to meet and exceed the entire 
Commander, Navy Region Southwest regional goal of 50,000 
pounds by the August 31 deadline. 

"The city of San Diego and the neighboring cities have 
shown tremendous support to the military. So, programs like 
this are an opportunity for us to extend our help via donated 
goods, and to show them that we are one with them especially 
in times of crisis," said Lt. Cmdr. Rean Enriquez, NBSD 
chaplain. 

Robert Payne, Father Joe's Village director of purchasing, 
said this food will directly impact the underserved of San 
Diego. 

"There are approximately 10,000 homeless in San Diego, 
and there are a lot of people who are going hungry. Anybody 
who can donate to help out the people in need, you know it's a 
great thing. It's amazing that not only the military and the base 
[NBSD] but the community of San Diego are donating this 
food that will go directly to the food line," he said. 

Gas Turbine System Technician, Electrical 1st Class John 
Moore, NBSD "Feds Feed Families" coordinator said NBSD 
has made it easy for personnel to contribute. 

"We want to encourage our Sailors and civilian personnel 
to clean out their pantries and donate any unused non-
perishable food items they can spare. We have three 
convenient drop off locations; one at the Main Base 
Commissary, one at the Main Base Chapel and a third location 
at the Murphy Canyon Chapel. However, if someone has a 
large enough donation, they can call our office and arrange for 
a pick up," said Moore. 
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This year's DoD donation goal is 1.5 million pounds, and 
within the department of the Navy, it is 396,000 pounds. Local 
food banks across the nation are facing severe shortages of 
non-perishable items as the summer months leave children 
without school nutrition programs. The fourth annual "Feds 

Feed Families" Food Drive 2012, underway through August, 
encourages the Federal workforce to continue to support our 
neighbors, families, and communities across the nation by 
donating nonperishable food. 
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33. Pilots Educate Public About Hazards Of Lasing 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 25 JUL 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Salt Cebe, Navy Public Affairs Support Element 
East, Detachment Southeast 

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. -- A press conference was held 
July 24 on board Naval Station Mayport to inform the public 
about multiple aircraft lasing incidents within the region. 

Lasing, or the act of pointing a laser at an aircraft and its 
occupants, is extremely dangerous and against the law. Lasing 
can temporarily blind an aircrafts' pilot and can cause 
permanent eye damage, even from a distance. 

"Lasing aircraft is not only dangerous, it's illegal. It's a 
third degree felony, which is punishable by up to five years in 
prison," said Lt. Cheryl Griswold, aero-medical safety officer, 
Helicopter Maritime Strike Wing Atlantic Fleet. "It's a second 
degree felony if someone is injured due to a lasing incident." 

During the press conference, pilots talked about their 
personal experiences with aircraft lasing and expressed the 
importance of increasing community awareness on the subject. 

"I was flying off the coast at night, about a mile out at 500 
feet and I saw a green light coming from the coastline," said 

Lt. Fernando Reyes, Helicopter Maritime Strike Squadron 40. 
"It seemed like a lighthouse, but there was something odd 
about it. Suddenly the light started moving sporadically and 
eventually hit the aircraft. Everybody thinks of a laser as a 
small beam of light. Well when that laser is coming from that 
distance, it spreads quite a bit and it was able to light up the 
entire aircraft. It felt like we had a spotlight on us. It hit me 
directly in the face while I was at the controls and I was 
blinded for approximately two seconds." 

The news conference was held to raise awareness to the 
public and to give faces to the pilots in the aircrew. According 
to Griswold, the pilots should be viewed as people living the 
community, not just random, faceless strangers. These pilots 
provide valuable services to the military and the public 
through surface rescue and medical transport missions. 
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34. High School Students Of Portuguese Descent Visit NRP Tridente 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 25 JUL 12) ... Lt. Cmdr. Jennifer Cragg, Commander, Submarine Group 2 Public Affairs 

GROTON, Conn. -- Twenty-five high school students 
from New Bedford High School in Massachusetts and Rogers 
High School in Newport, R.I. will meet Sailors serving aboard 
NRP Tridente, a diesel electric with air independent 
propulsion submarine, July 25 while the submarine crew is in 
Groton. 

The students, many of Portuguese descent, are 
participating in a summer internship program under an 
educational partnership agreement with Naval Undersea 
Warfare Center Division Newport in Rhode Island and wanted 
an opportunity to meet sailors serving in the Portuguese navy. 

Candida Desjardins, educational outreach coordinator at 
NUWC Newport, said these students are currently 
participating in the paid Undersea Technology Apprentice 
Program (UTAP) and a visit to Naval Submarine Base New 
London provides for increased awareness in engineering 
related fields. 

"UTAP apprentices focus their studies on electrical 
engineering and physics, especially buoyancy and 

hydrodynamics," said Desjardins. "The program provides an 
engineering design lab experience during which the students 
build and re-engineer an underwater vehicle and then test it 
against each other's designs." 

NUWC Division Newport, part of the Naval Sea System 
Command, provides research, development, test and 
evaluation, engineering and fleet support for submarines, 
autonomous underwater systems, undersea offensive and 
defensive weapons systems, and countermeasures. 

Tridente has a crew of 33 sailors and is commanded by 
Lt. Cmdr. Bruno Ricardo Amaral Henriques. The Portuguese 
submarine and her crew are visiting Groton to conduct sea 
trials. Participation in sea trials, allow the crew of Tridente to 
increase their levels of operating readiness. 

After sea trials are complete, Tridente will depart Groton 
for its second trans-Atlantic crossing when it returns to 
Portugal. 

Return to Index 
 

35. Few Warning Signs In Portsmouth Naval Shipyard Arson Case 
(PORTSMOUTH (NH) HERALD 25 JUL 12) ... Joey Cresta 

PORTSMOUTH — The Portsmouth Naval Shipyard 
should not be blamed for failing to see in accused arsonist 
Casey Fury any warning signs that might have hinted at his 
state of mind, a former shipyard commander said Tuesday. 

Fury, 24, of Portsmouth was arrested on federal charges 
Monday alleging arson "within special maritime and territorial 
jurisdiction." Authorities allege Fury admitted to setting two 

fires in and around the USS Miami submarine, one of which 
caused $400 million in damage to the vessel, because he had 
anxiety and "wanted to get out of work." 

A picture has started to emerge of Fury as a young man 
who caused few problems before these incidents. Police Capt. 
Corey MacDonald said he had no contact with Fury during his 
time as a school resource officer at Portsmouth High School. 
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Fury was a Class of 2006 graduate of Portsmouth High, 
where he participated in band, percussion ensemble and Latin 
Club. Band director Eric Gagnon confirmed Fury participated 
in band and said he never saw any "red flags." 

"My recollection is that he was a committed, dedicated 
member," he said of Fury. "There was never any problem with 
him." 

In Osprey Landing, where Fury's family lives, multiple 
neighbors said they had no negative interactions with him. He 
would come and go with friends but never caused problems, 
they said. 

One woman described Fury as a "great kid;" another said 
she saw no reason for alarm, but noted it can be a challenge to 
see warning signs when someone is on prescription drugs. 

According to federal court records, Fury was on a cocktail 
of prescription drugs: Celexa for anxiety and depression, 
Klonopin for anxiety and Ambien for sleep, and over-the-
counter drug Zyrtec for allergies. 

Retired Navy Capt. Peter Bowman of Kittery, Maine, a 
former commander of the shipyard, said it is easy to look back 
now and say authorities should have noticed warning signs 
before Fury committed the alleged acts, but added it is not 
always that simple. 

"It seems to me that the younger generation (doesn't) 
display the rather rigorous ethics and common-sense standards 
that people from previous generations had. In other words, you 
didn't have to be told you don't light fires because you want to 
get off early to see your girlfriend," Bowman said. 

He said that anyone who goes on a submarine undergoes a 
variety of training exercises before being authorized to go into 
certain areas. 

"The Navy doesn't let people do those things unless 
they've got their cards punched," he said. 

The public affairs office at the shipyard confirmed 
Tuesday that Fury was processed for a security clearance in 

accordance with standard Department of Defense/Department 
of Navy procedures. All civilian employees are subject to the 
same procedures, according to shipyard public affairs. 

Bowman said it is possible the Navy will have to tighten 
some of its hiring procedures, but he noted the shipyard needs 
some relatively low-skilled, but trained individuals to do 
certain rudimentary jobs. Fury was a painter and sandblaster at 
the shipyard, according to court documents. 

Some observers have said the shipyard should have 
policies against allowing workers to bring cell phones and 
lighters aboard a nuclear submarine. Fury allegedly started the 
May 23 fire that caused $400 million in damage to the USS 
Miami by igniting rags with a BIC lighter, and allegedly set 
the second, small fire on June 16 after exchanging text 
messages with an ex-girlfriend. 

According to shipyard public affairs, cell phones without 
cameras are permitted in the shipyard's industrial area and 
lighters are not prohibited. 

Eric Wertheim, a naval analyst with the U.S. Naval 
Institute, said Tuesday that more important than assessing 
blame at this early stage is trying to prevent a similar incident 
from happening in the future. 

"We've seen a lot of issues (showing) the importance of 
mental health in the military. Maybe even shipyards are going 
to have to be looking at this stuff," he said. 

On the positive side, Wertheim said, the Navy's 
"submarine community" has shown it is very good at learning 
from mistakes. "I see no reason to think that this would be an 
exception," he said. 

According to public affairs, the Portsmouth Naval 
Shipyard "constantly reviews its security policies and 
procedures to ensure the safest and most secure environment 
for our people and our shipyard." 
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36. Japan, U.S. Agree To Ensure Safe Operation Of Osprey Aircraft 
(KYODO NEWS 26 JUL 12) 

TOKYO -- Japan and the United States on Thursday [ 26 
July] agreed to work to ensure the safe operation of the U.S. 
Osprey military aircraft to be deployed at a base in Okinawa 
later this year. 

The consultations under the framework of the Japan-U.S. 
Joint Committee took place in Tokyo, amid concerns over 
Washington's plan to deploy MV-22 Ospreys to the Marines' 
Futenma Air Station, located in a crowded residential area of 
Ginowan, Okinawa Prefecture. 

In a related development, Prime Minister Yoshihiko Noda 
and Foreign Minister Koichiro Gemba met separately with 
Thomas Donilon, top national security adviser to U.S. 
President Barack Obama, in Tokyo. 

They told the U.S. official that the two countries must 
work closely to dispel concerns over the safety of the Osprey 
deployment, Japanese officials said. 

Donilon promised that the U.S. government will 
cooperate as much as possible with Japan to ensure the safe 
operation of the transport aircraft, Chief Cabinet Secretary 
Osamu Fujimura said at a news conference. 

The Osprey tilt-rotor aircraft are to replace aging CH-46 
helicopters at the Futenma base, but recent crashes abroad 
involving Ospreys have raised safety concerns. 

In the consultations, Japanese officials said, they asked 
their U.S. counterparts to have the Ospreys fly over the sea as 
much as possible and fully disclose the outcome of the 
ongoing investigations into the Osprey crashes in Morocco in 
April and Florida in June. 

Earlier this week, 12 MV-22 Ospreys were unloaded at 
the U.S. Marine Corps' Iwakuni Air Station in Yamaguchi 
Prefecture, western Japan. 

Before deployment at the Futenma base, the United States 
is hoping to start test flights of the Ospreys in late August 
around Iwakuni. 

Still, Japan and the United States have agreed that no 
flights by the 12 Ospreys will be conducted until their safety is 
guaranteed after the conclusion of the investigations. 

The Japanese officials explained to the U.S. side that 
safety concerns over the deployment exist not only among 
residents in Okinawa and Yamaguchi prefectures but 
"nationwide" as well, the Foreign Ministry said. 
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The United States told the joint committee it is well aware 
of the concerns and resolved to make sure any U.S. military 
equipment in Japan will meet the highest safety standards, 
according to the ministry. 

The first discussions on the Osprey deployment at the 
joint committee came ahead of Defense Minister Satoshi 
Morimoto's meeting with his U.S. counterpart Leon Panetta on 
Aug. 3 in Washington. 

The committee has long served as a major consultative 
body to address issues regarding the Japan-U.S. Status of 
Forces Agreement. 

Japan and the United States agreed to continue to discuss 
in the committee how to ensure the safety operation of the 
Ospreys, including issues related to the Marines' plan to carry 
out low-altitude flight training using the aircraft, according to 
the ministry. 

To lay the groundwork for the Morimoto-Panetta meeting, 
senior foreign affairs and defense officials from the two 
countries will also hold talks on Friday in Washington. They 
will include Junichi Ihara, head of the Japanese Foreign 
Ministry's North American Affairs Bureau, and Kurt 
Campbell, U.S. assistant secretary of state for East Asian and 
Pacific affairs. 
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NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
37. Pentagon Announces Honors Roll To Recognize Heroes 
(WASHINGTON TIMES 25 JUL 12) ... Kristina Wong 

The Pentagon has posted a honors roll on it website to list 
decorated veterans and active-duty troops, after the Supreme 
Court struck ruled that Americans have a constitutional right 
to lie about earning military medals. 

“Free speech is one thing, but dishonoring those who have 
been honored on the battlefield is something else,” said 
Defense Secretary Leon E. Panetta, as he announced the web 
page, located at valor.defense.gov. 

“For that reason, today we are posting a new page on the 
Defense Department website that will list those service 
members and veterans who have earned our nation’s highest 
military awards for valor.” 

The website will start with those who earned the Medal of 
Honor since 9/11 and then list military crosses and silver stars 
awards since the terrorist attacks on the Pentagon and World 
Trade Center in 2001. 

Last month, the Supreme Court in June struck down the 
2005 Stolen Valor Act, which madeit a crime to lie about 
receiving military medals. In a 6-3 decision, the court said 
lying about one’s military record is protectED under the First 
Amendment right of free speech. 

The Defense Department decided to look at the issue 
again after the Supreme Court decision. 

Rep. Jason Chaffetz, who chaired a hearing on the issue 
of stolen valor earlier this year, said the honors rolls is a step 

in the right direction but the database “barely scratches the 
surface.” 

“It’s a start, but it falls far short of completion. This will 
tackle dozens of people, but there 60 million records [of 
awards],” the Utah Republican told The Washington Times. 

“They’re a long way from completing the database,” he 
said. 

He noted there are privacy and security concerns that 
need to be addressed and individuals who have received 
awards should be given the option as to whether they want that 
information posted online. 

Meanwhile, other members of Congress are working on 
new legislation to replace the 2005 Stolen Valor Act. 

Last year, Republican Senator Scott Brown of 
Massachusetts and Republican Congressman Joe Heck of 
Nevada co-sponsored the Stolen Valor Act of 2011, which 
they say makes a key change to the 2005 legislation by 
making it a crime to profit from — not just lie about — 
misrepresented military service. 

Earlier this month, Virginia Democrat Senator James 
Webb, introduced his own legislation, the Military Service 
Integrity Act of 2012, which would also bring criminal 
penalties to those who profit from making a false claim to 
have served in the military or received a military award. 
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38. Defense, VA Chiefs Frustrated Over Care 
Officials cite suicides, backlog of health claims among pressing issues 
(WASHINGTON POST 26 JUL 12) ... Steve Vogel 

Secretary of Defense Leon E. Panetta and Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs Eric K. Shinseki acknowledged Wednesday 
that they have been frustrated by departmental bureaucracy in 
their attempts to streamline military health care for severely 
wounded service members. 

At a rare joint appearance before the House Armed 
Services and House Veterans Affairs committees, the 
secretaries pointed to what they called unprecedented 
cooperation between their two departments in battling some of 
their most pressing problems, including the high rate of 
military suicide and the huge backlog of disability claims. 

But they have been unable to consolidate separate VA and 
Department of Defense programs to coordinate the long-term 
recovery of seriously wounded service members, despite 
warnings from the Government Accountability Office that the 
proliferation of programs might increase red tape. 

“Secretary Shinseki and I share the same frustration,” 
Panetta said in response to questioning from Rep. Ann Marie 
Buerkle (R-N.Y.) “We’ve been working on this, and frankly, 
we’ve been pushing, to try to say why can’t we get faster 
results, why can’t we get this done on a faster track. 
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“Bottom line is, frankly, we’re just going to have to kick 
ass and try to make it happen, and that’s what we’re going to 
do.” 

Shinseki said the separate VA and defense programs 
“don’t quite harmonize” and that the issue remains under 
study, as it was last year. He said the departments hope to 
report back to Congress in several months on their efforts to 
eliminate duplication. 

The Washington Post reported in November that despite 
the recommendations of the Dole-Shalala commission in 2007 
to create a single point of contact to cut red tape for the most 
severely wounded service members, the Defense Department 
and the VA had created at least a dozen programs to 
coordinate care. 

Panetta said that Defense and VA are building an 
integrated military and veteran support system, “something 
that should have been done a long time ago.” 

Lawmakers praised the level of cooperation between the 
secretaries but complained about the pace of many of the 
reforms. The effort to create integrated electronic medical 
records, which began in 2009, will not be completed until 
2017, noted Rep. Jeff Miller (R-Fla.), the chairman of the 
House Veterans Affairs committee. 

“American know-how put a man on the moon in less than 
a decade, but 50 years later we can’t produce single electronic 
medical database for our military and veterans in the same 
span of time,” Miller said. 

Panetta said that with more troops returning to civilian 
life after service in Iraq and Afghanistan, many problems 
might worsen before improving. 

“The system is going to be overwhelmed,” Panetta said. 
“Let’s not kid ourselves. It’s already overwhelmed.” 
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39. VA, DoD Short On Results, Lawmakers Say 
(NAVY TIMES 25 JUL 12) ... Rick Maze 

A joint congressional committee focused Wednesday on 
missed deadlines and delayed improvements that prevent the 
Veterans Affairs and Defense departments from providing a 
promised smooth transition to civilian life for separating 
service members. 

While not questioning the objectives of the two agencies, 
lawmakers from the House armed services and veterans’ 
affairs committees focused on results of many initiatives that 
have yet to pan out. 

A prime example is the joint VA-DoD Integrated 
Disability Evaluation Systems, or IDES, that was supposed to 
streamline the medical and bureaucratic process for those with 
service-connected disabilities who are preparing to leave the 
military. 

There are 26,456 cases awaiting a decision today — 
17,719 in the Army alone — for a process that is taking an 
average of 427 days in the Army, 406 days in the Marine 
Corps, 373 days in the Navy and 349 days in the Air Force. 

Delays not only force many service members to put their 
lives on hold, but also create problems for the services, as 

troops awaiting a decision must be counted against their 
service’s authorized personnel strength, even though they are 
not deployable. 

In addition, the joint electronic health care system, 
promised for years, now likely will not be ready before 2017; 
improvements promised two years ago in transition assistance 
classes and workshops are only now being launched at seven 
bases; and there still is no single, joint wounded warrior care 
coordination program. 

“Although we have heard of a number of initiatives, plans 
and processes for improvement ... what we have not seen are 
clear, bottom-line results,” said Rep, Jeff Miller, R-Fla., the 
veterans’ committee chairman. “It seems the goalposts 
continue to move.” 

“The transition that service members experience from 
active service into civilian life must be improved,” said Rep. 
Buck McKeon, R-Calif., the armed services committee 
chairman. “The idea that our service members could go from 
the front lines to the unemployment lines is unacceptable.” 
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40. Military Faces Suicide 'Epidemic,' Panetta Tells Congress 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 25 JUL 12) ... Kathleen Miller 

The U.S. military is experiencing a suicide “epidemic,” 
with as many as 206 service members having taken their own 
lives this year, Defense Secretary Leon Panetta told 
lawmakers today. 

There were 104 confirmed military suicides this year, 
along with 102 investigations into potential suicides, Panetta 
testified before a joint hearing of the House of Representatives 
Armed Services Committee and the Committee on Veterans 
Affairs. 

“That is an epidemic,” he said. “Something is wrong.” 
Panetta said improvements are needed in mental health 

services for active duty and returning troops. One barrier is 
that the military doesn’t have enough caregivers to address the 
shortfalls in this area, he said. 

The Pentagon also needs more leadership in the field to 
spot potential problems, Panetta said. 

In 2011 there were 301 military suicides, according to 
data from Cynthia Smith, a Pentagon spokeswoman. This 
year’s total may be as high as one suicide a day, Panetta said 
during the hearing. 

Leaders of both House committees said they were 
concerned about shortcomings in health care provided by the 
Pentagon and the Department of Veterans Affairs. 

Those deficiencies are especially worrisome considering 
that as many as 1 million troops will leave the military by 
2017, said Representative Jeff Miller, a Florida Republican 
and the veterans committee’s chairman, and Representative 
Buck McKeon, a California Republican and chairman of the 
Armed Services panel. 

Claims Backlog 
The Department of Veterans Affairs has struggled to ease 

a backlog in disability claims and to work with the Pentagon 
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to create a shared electronic health records system, Miller and 
McKeon said at the hearing. 

“The transition that service members experience from 
active service into civilian life must be improved,” McKeon 
said at a joint hearing of the committees. 

Panetta agreed that the reality is that not all troops are 
getting the care they deserve. 

“This system is going to be overwhelmed,” he said. “Let’s 
not kid anybody. It’s already overwhelmed.” 

Meeting veterans’ needs is part of the costs of war, 
Panetta said. “It’s not just dealing with the fighting, it’s 
dealing with the veterans that return,” he said. 
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41. Social Workers To Be Trained On Needs Of Troops 
(NAVY TIMES 25 JUL 12) ... Patricia Kime 

The nation’s social workers soon will be able to access 
courses or earn professional credentials to counsel troops, their 
families and veterans under a White House-led initiative to 
improve mental health services for the military and veteran 
communities. 

Addressing a conference of the National Association of 
Social Workers on Wednesday, Dr. Jill Biden, wife of Vice 
President Joe Biden, unveiled a new agreement between the 
White House’s Joining Forces initiative and the association. 

Under the agreement, more than 650,000 social workers 
will be trained on military culture and service members’ and 
veterans’ behavioral health concerns, from combat-related 
stress, depression and post-traumatic stress disorder to family 
separation, substance abuse and homelessness. 

Because social workers often are the first counselors seen 
by veterans and military families, they are “uniquely 
positioned to help reach our troops, veterans and military 
families exactly where they are, in every single county in 
America,” said Biden, co-founder of Joining Forces with First 
Lady Michelle Obama. 

“Our veterans and military families are among the most 
resilient men and women I have ever met, and I am always 
inspired by them. But they have shouldered a tremendous 
burden, and for those who need some additional support, we 
need to be ready to help,” Biden said. 

Under the agreement, NASW will offer a free online 
training course on military culture, advocacy, practice and 
professional standards, a professional credential for social 
work with veterans and military families, and standards of 
practice for helping this group. 

“By the time they get licensed as clinical social workers, 
they are expert clinicians, but there are differences with the 
veterans today than previous veterans, and we always look at 
what we call the ‘person in the environment,’ looking at not 
just the psychological issues but the social issues, the multiple 
problems someone has,” NASW CEO Elizabeth Clark said. 
“This is a fascinating way to help our social workers across 
the country work with doctors and nurses to be sure veterans 
and their families are getting total care.” 

The agreement is similar to previous commitments 
between the country’s nurses and nursing schools, physicians 
and medical schools and Joining Forces, a campaign to raise 
awareness of the needs of the military community launched in 
April 2011. 

Under those initiatives, nurses, caregivers, medical 
schools and nursing organizations have agreed to institute 
coursework and professional education opportunities to 
accommodate the needs of the military community, as well as 
conduct research that will benefit this group as well as the 
country as a whole. 

NASW will begin rolling out its programs in the fall. 
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42. Pentagon Still Grappling With Rules Of Cyberwar 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 25 JUL 12) ... Lolita C. Baldor 

WASHINGTON— The Pentagon is still grappling with 
how to write the rules of cyberwarfare, such as when and how 
to fire back against a computer-based attack, senior military 
leaders told Congress Wednesday. 

Four months ago the military's top cyberwarrior predicted 
the rules would be ironed out in a "month or two" and sent to 
other federal agencies for discussion. But the complex world 
of cyberspace, which has no real boundaries and operates at 
the speed of light, has proven to be a difficult battlefield for 
the military to map out. 

House members said that working out the rules of 
cyberwar is critical so that the military will be able to respond 
quickly when U.S. networks are attacked or threatened. Rep. 
Mac Thornberry, R-Texas, told military leaders that there 
likely won't be time for Congress to pass a declaration of war 
if or when a computer-based attack happens. 

So, consultation with lawmakers beforehand would 
smooth things over, said Thornberry, chairman of the House 
Armed Services emerging threats subcommittee. 

"The devil is in the details," acknowledged Vice Adm. 
Michael Rogers, commander of the Navy's Fleet Cyber 
Command. He said it has been an issue for some time, and that 
he expects there will be some developments "at some point in 
the near term." 

During hearings in March, members of Congress pressed 
Army Gen. Keith Alexander, head of U.S. Cyber Command, 
for details on the military rules of engagement for offensive 
cyberoperations, particularly so that U.S. forces have the 
proper authority to act quickly when an attack is discovered or 
a network is breached. Alexander, who also heads the 
secretive National Security Agency, said at the time that U.S. 
officials were reaching some agreement on the rules. 

The military has longstanding rules of engagement for 
conventional warfare that lay out the appropriate response to a 
particular act or attack by another country or faction. And last 
year President Barack Obama signed execute orders that 
detailed how far military commanders around the globe can go 
in using cyberattacks against enemies and laid out when the 
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military must seek presidential approval for a specific 
cyberassault. 

The current ground rules for cyberoperations were written 
in 2005, but are not adequate for the current technologies. The 
new rules, said Alexander in March, would allow the military 
to stop breaches as they were happening and would detail the 
conditions necessary to take those actions. 

Senior officers from the Army, Navy, Air Force and 
Marine Corps who are responsible for cyberoperations 
testified before the subcommittee. They said that the armed 
services are using bonuses and other enticements to recruit and 
retain cyberwarriors, while competing with private industry 
for candidates. 

But lawmakers wondered about funding shortfalls that 
could stifle the increase in cyberpersonnel the Pentagon is 
bringing on. 

"We are facing significant fiscal challenges in the coming 
years," said Rep. Jim Langevin, D-R.I. "Cyberrelated activities 
are faring reasonably well so far, but nothing is immune, and 
even noncyberspecific cuts could have an impact on your 
commands as personnel resources are reduced or research and 
development funding decreased." 

Rogers said that attracting and keeping his 
cyberworkforce is a "significant challenge, given the rapidly 
evolving nature of cyberspace and the intense competition 
from industry for top talent." 

And other said that dramatic budget cuts, which will 
become necessary early next year if Congress can't agree on 
funding, would be a problem. 

Maj. Gen. Suzanne Vautrinot, commander of Air Forces 
Cyber, said the cuts would be devastating and cause the Air 
Force to lose ground. 

As to the size of their cyberworkforce, the Air Force has 
about 17,000, the Army has about 11,000; the Navy has about 
14,000; and the Marines have about 700. Cyber has been one 
defense area where spending has increased, even as budget 
cuts hit other places. 

Vautrinot also noted that the Air Force has been working 
to make sure that key drone operations are protected against 
cyberattacks, focusing on the highest priority missions. Last 
year, a computer virus infected the Pentagon's drone program, 
but it did not get into flight controls. 
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43. ONR-Funded Research Takes Flight In Popular Science Article 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 25 JUL 12) ... Katherine H. Crawford, Office of Naval Research 

ARLINGTON, Va. -- The Office of Naval Research 
(ONR) is looking at birds' perceptual and maneuvering 
abilities as inspiration for small unmanned aerial vehicle 
(UAV) autonomy, and Popular Science is featuring this effort 
in its August issue, posted online July 25. 

An ONR-funded, five-year Multidisciplinary University 
Research Initiative (MURI) program is examining the control 
and behavioral processes of birds and other small animals 
when flying at high speeds through complex environments, 
such as forests or urban settings. 

Researchers are trying to understand why birds make 
particular flight path choices and how they can do so quickly 
at higher speeds than would be safe for current engineered air 
systems in these environments. 

The goal is to develop and successfully demonstrate a 
small aircraft that can navigate obstacles in very complex and 
unstructured surroundings, while maintaining speeds as fast as 
5 meters per second. The theoretical results being developed 
may also be applicable to larger UAVs for particular tasks, 
such as landing at difficult, unprepared sites. 

"Autonomous systems technology can be a great way to 
deliver increased capability to the Navy and Marine Corps at 
an affordable price," said Marc Steinberg, a research program 
officer in ONR's Science of Autonomy Program. "We can 
provide warfighters with a lot more flexibility and enable new 
mission performance, from flight under a forest canopy and in 
urban canyons to damage control applications onboard ships. 
Flying animals provide evidence it is possible to build 
compact platforms with limited sensing that can safely move 
through challenging environments." 

In the lab, researchers set up an artificial forest with tall 
pipes serving as trees at Harvard University's Concord Field 
Station. Birds and a Massachusetts Institute of Technology 
(MIT)-built UAV are wired with small digital video cameras 
and motion-capture technology similar to that used in 

Hollywood. Both are studied in parallel to compare and learn 
from performance as the research progresses. A goal is to 
move to flight in a real forest by the program's end. 

The idea is not to copy the birds but to incorporate lessons 
about how they navigate and use dynamic obstacle avoidance 
methods into a system that can make real-time decisions that 
take into account its surroundings. For example, researchers 
already have discovered a theoretical speed at which the 
probability of a collision is high in forests with an average 
distribution of trees; if a UAV stays below that threshold, the 
probability of an accident lowers dramatically. The program 
also has begun to reveal the types of flight strategies used by 
birds in these environments. 

"We want to build small-scale UAVs that can fly quickly 
through indoor and/or cluttered environments, but controlling 
these UAVs is very different than controlling a fighter jet 
flying up above the clouds," said Dr. Russ Tedrake, X 
Consortium associate professor of electrical engineering and 
computer science and aeronautics and astronautics at MIT and 
the MURI lead. "To be successful, we have to solve a number 
of incredibly hard problems in computer vision and nonlinear 
control. This long-term project lets us focus on the basic 
research questions that will lead to fundamental results and, 
ultimately, dramatic new capabilities for UAVs." 

In addition to providing warfighters greater flexibility, 
small UAVs are more agile and easily transportable, and 
they're less expensive. A program goal is to be able to do this 
type of flight with cheap, lightweight digital video cameras as 
the main sensors. This would eliminate the need for other 
sensors typically used, such as laser-based ones that add cost 
and weight, and the MURI is testing feasibility. 

The MURI involves researchers and engineers from MIT, 
Harvard University, Carnegie Mellon University, New York 
University and Stanford University. 



 35

A closely connected MURI with the University of 
Washington, Boston University, University of Maryland and 
University of North Carolina is examining similar issues with 

animals in the wild, including birds, bats and large insects 
such as hawk moths. 
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44. USS Yorktown To Host Ohio State Men's, Women's Games 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 25 JUL 12) 

CHARLESTON, S.C. – Ohio State's men's and women's 
basketball teams will open the season on the USS Yorktown in 
the Carrier Classic. 

The Ohio State women will take on national runner-up 
Notre Dame on Nov. 9. That game will be followed by the 
Ohio State men taking on Marquette. Last year's Carrier 
Classic was held in San Diego on the USS Carl Vinson when 
North Carolina defeated Michigan State, a game attended by 
President Obama. 

Michael Whalen, director of event organizer Morale 
Entertainment Foundation, said Wednesday he expected to 
have about 4,000 seats available for the doubleheader. Whalen 
said the final capacity would be determined by state and local 
fire marshals. 

The Yorktown served in World War II and Vietnam. It is 
docked in Charleston Harbor as a museum. 
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OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
45. Defense Sequestration: Don't Shoot The Hostage 
(WASHINGTON TIMES 26 JUL 12) ... Steven P. Bucci 

Our political leaders face a big moment. Dangerous cuts 
to our defense budget are slated to take effect on Jan. 3, 2013. 
If Congress and the president do nothing, this budget time 
bomb will detonate, creating severe, long-term problems for 
national security. 

The Budget Control Act (BCA) mandates more than a 
trillion-dollar cut in federal spending. The bulk of it, 43 
percent, will come from Pentagon accounts even though 
defense makes up just 11 percent of total federal spending. 

Under former Secretary of Defense Robert M. Gates, the 
Pentagon absorbed cuts of $400 billion (called "efficiencies") 
starting in 2009. Last year, the new defense secretary, Leon E. 
Panetta, acceded to a tranche of BCA-directed spending cuts 
totaling more than $400 billion. 

The second step of the BCA forces another half-trillion-
dollar cut onto defense. There is no strategic analysis to 
indicate how such reductions possibly can be accommodated 
without weakening the defense of the nation. Indeed, the $500 
billion sequester eschews all strategic thought. Rather, it 
insists on a "blind" 9 percent across-the-board cut in Pentagon 
accounts. 

The size and nature of the cuts cannot help but have a 
detrimental effect on the readiness of America's military and 
the long-term viability of our defense industrial base. In the 
words of Gen. Martin E. Dempsey, chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, it poses "an unacceptable risk" - one that 
unnecessarily will tempt our enemies. 

Anyone surveying the world situation without rose-
colored glasses can see a troubled globe still filled with 
adversaries. And those adversaries are growing in capability. 
Mr. Panetta himself has warned of severe consequences if 
Congress fails to head off the defense sequestration. In April 
testimony on Capitol Hill, he described the future military as 
inevitably "a hollow, unbalanced or weaker force" unless 
lawmakers act to remove "the shadow of sequestration." 

Unfortunately, key leaders of the Senate - and even the 
commander in chief himself - appear to think there are issues 
more important than maintaining the national defense. They 
are not fighting to "solve" the problem of excessive cuts to 

defense, no matter how "blind" and deleterious they may be, 
because they do not regard the sequester as excessive. Instead, 
they see it as a golden opportunity, a way to reduce defense 
spendingsignificantly, far beyond what they could achieve 
through the normal legislative process, without leaving any 
fingerprints. 

Lawmakers worried about our future force have criticized 
the president as being "missing in action," too tied up in 
campaigning for re-election to lead a charge on Capitol Hill to 
restore adequate funding for the Pentagon. But the president's 
lack of leadership on the issue does not arise from dithering, 
distraction or failure to pay attention. 

Indeed, he has served notice that he will veto any 
legislative attempt to avoid the "fiscal cliff." Clearly, the 
president sees the BCA as a no-lose proposition, a vehicle that 
will force Congress either to raise taxes (to avoid sequester) or 
to accept the scheduled slashing of defense. The president 
seems quite content with either of these outcomes. 

Thus, it's up to Congress to be the responsible party in 
Washington. And time is running out. Lawmakers must shift 
into overdrive to find a way out of the BCA-induced death 
spiral for our defense. 

What's needed is for Congress to sit down and agree on a 
real budget, one that sets intelligent spending priorities. And 
maintaining a strong national defense should always be a top 
federal priority. 

Congress needs no new tools or powers to pass a budget. 
All it needs is the will to meet this basic responsibility. 

The sooner Congress resolves its three-years-and-
counting budget impasse, the better. Each additional day of 
delay makes it more difficult for defense suppliers and 
military leaders to plan ahead in a very risky world. 

Sequestration hurts defense now, and can cripple our 
security for decades to come. Gambling with the readiness and 
safety of America is not leadership; it is an abdication of 
responsibility. 

Steven P. Bucci is senior research fellow for defense and 
homeland security at the Heritage Foundation. 
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46. U.N. Treaties Mean LOST U.S. Sovereignty 
Liberals intent on imposing backdoor globalism 
(WASHINGTON TIMES 25 JUL 12) ... Sen. James M. Inhofe and Sen. Jim DeMint 

For years, liberals and misguided State Department 
officials have pushed for the U.S. Senate to ratify the Law of 
the Sea Treaty (LOST). This treaty would convey ownership 
of the oceans to a United Nations agency and give 
international bureaucrats veto authority over U.S. naval 
operations and could force the United States to comply with 
international carbon emissions caps. 

Last week, we defeated LOST by securing commitments 
to ensure it cannot gain the 67 votes needed for ratification. 

However, no sooner had the 34th Republican senator 
signed a letter opposing LOST than the surrender of American 
sovereignty was put back on the table by foreign diplomats 
and their internationalist allies in the federal government. 

With LOST dead, the new treaties being promoted to take 
its place include the U.N. Convention on the Rights of the 
Disabled, which calls for government agents to supersede the 
authority of parents of disabled children and even covers 
abortion. Also, the Obama administration has begun 
negotiations on a new U.N. treaty to create international gun 
control rules that could slowly erode our Second Amendment. 

The globalist ideologues behind these treaties are either 
ignorant of or hostile to the universal human experience that 
problems are best solved by the people and institutions closest 
to them. So assured are these masters of their mandate to 
direct the lives and wealth of other people that they see their 
routine failures to do so efficiently at the local, state and 
national level merely as reason to ascend to new heights of 
international command and control. 

Our nation’s founders understood this hubristic 
temptation of public officials. Thomas Jefferson stated in his 
inaugural address the principle of “peace, commerce, and 
honest friendship with all nations, entangling alliances with 
none.” Instead, America sought to constrain our actions within 
the confines of the consent of the people. It is this measure of 
accountability that fetters both policymaking and 
policymakers. This is precisely why internationalists prefer to 
elevate authority wherever possible above democratic 
accountability. 

This explains the feverish effort to join the United States 
to so many international treaties and conventions on every 
subject under the sun. It is a backdoor effort to impose 
extreme liberal policies on Americans who would never vote 
for them if given the choice. 

That was precisely the motivation behind President 
Obama and Senate Foreign Relations Committee Chairman 
John F. Kerry’s effort to ratify LOST in a lame-duck session 
of Congress, when public scrutiny and accountability would 
be minimal. 

They argue that we need this treaty, which the Senate 
correctly has ignored since its original completion in 1982, to 
ensure America’s access to the world’s shipping lanes. Of 

course, we already have such access, no thanks to a piece of 
paper, but to the world’s most powerful navy. 

In exchange for gaining something it already has, then, 
the United States would, under LOST, surrender billions, 
possibly trillions, in royalty payments for oil and gas produced 
from our Outer Continental Shelf. At the same time, the treaty 
would expose our citizens to frivolous lawsuits in international 
courts. 

LOST would trade in our Constitution for a vague 200-
page compact drafted by foreign diplomats. It would trade in 
our Founding Fathers for the United Nations, and “we the 
people” for “you the foreign secretaries we’ve never heard of 
and didn’t elect.” 

This desire to substitute the received wisdom of 
international committees, led by nations like Sudan and 
Russia, for the electoral judgment of the American people is 
the motivation behind LOST and every other sovereignty-
peddling treaty making the rounds. 

It explains the Kyoto Protocols, which would have 
handed over American energy policymaking to international 
green-ocrats. It explains the U.N. Convention on the Rights of 
the Child, which would supersede federal, state and local laws, 
mandating choices and decisions best left to parents. 

The same is true for the U.N. Convention on the 
Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women, 
which would empower international bureaucrats to set local 
laws concerning abortion, marriage, day care and even 
Mother’s Day. 

In the end, for all their titles and credentials, the globalists 
are just liberal politicians with well-worn passports. It is not 
some new form of international harmony they seek but just 
larger institutions from which to impose their old, discredited 
agenda. 

They see the U.S. Constitution as an obstacle to progress 
and so seek to supersede it by any means available to them. 
The debates about these treaties are not about the legalistic 
minutiae they contain but the sovereign citizenry they 
threaten. 

The American people’s God-given and constitutionally 
protected right to self-government must be protected. The fact 
that our people remain skeptical toward the schemes of 
international diplomats is a sign of their enduring wisdom. 

LOST is dead, for now. But new efforts to hand over 
American sovereignty to international authority already are 
under way. Only with the ongoing help and vigilance of the 
American people can we hope to defeat the next generation of 
unnecessary, unrepublican and undemocratic treaties. 

Sen. James M. Inhofe is a Republican from Oklahoma. 
Sen. Jim DeMint is a Republican from South Carolina. They 
both serve on the Senate Foreign Relations Committee. 
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47. Stronger Ties? Not Just Yet... 
New Delhi fears landing in wider U.S. military involvement in region 
(SINGAPORE STRAITS TIMES 26 JUL 12) ... Krittivas Mukherjee 

NEW DELHI -- Stronger ties between the United States 
and India still face some tall hurdles, a visit by a top U.S. 
envoy showed this week, as he struggled to allay fears in New 
Delhi that deeper defence cooperation would land it in a wider 
American military entanglement in the region. 

U.S. Deputy Secretary of Defence Ashton Carter met the 
Indian defence secretary, foreign secretary and national 
security adviser, in an effort 'to make our respective 
bureaucratic processes simpler, more responsive and more 
effective, to increase defence trade and cooperation', a 
statement released by the American Centre, the cultural wing 
of the U.S. Embassy, said here yesterday. 

In a nutshell, Washington wants greater access for 
American companies to the world's biggest arms market as it 
pushes for a long-term military partnership with New Delhi. 

Mr. Carter also met Indian defence industry executives in 
the southern state of Andhra Pradesh and toured joint defence 
ventures that manufacture transport plane and helicopter parts. 

But analysts say he may have made little headway in 
allaying deep-seated political suspicions here over concerns 
that India would be seen as pandering to Washington. 

'The U.S. is worried that despite the strategic partnership, 
defence ties have not moved at a pace and in a quantum that 
they had hoped for,' South Asian studies professor Savita 
Pande from the Jawaharlal Nehru University told The Straits 
Times. 

'India will also be unwilling to go in for any military 
alliance as it would not like to be fighting anyone else's battle 
in this region or anywhere else,' he added. 

Mr. Carter's visit came a month after U.S. Defence 
Secretary Leon Panetta said in New Delhi that India could be 
the 'lynchpin' in its Asia-Pacific military strategy - words 
widely seen as egging New Delhi on to lead a campaign to 
counterbalance China's rising interest in the region. 

In June, the U.S. unveiled a new military strategy, saying 
it will shift a majority of its naval ships to the Asia-Pacific 
region by 2020. 

The U.S. and China disagree over territorial claims 
relating to the South China Sea. 

India just wants to ensure full navigational rights. But 
given India's history of non-alignment and growing trade with 

China, it has so far proved unwilling or unable to act as a 
credible balancing power in the region that the U.S. wants it to 
be. 

That, though, may not be the most immediate worry for 
Washington, which also wants to monetise its growing 
relations with India to benefit American companies looking 
for newer markets. 

Once on opposite sides of the Cold War, India and the 
U.S. began warming up to each other about a decade back. 

A paradigm shift in ties came with a 2008 civil nuclear 
deal between the two and a growing convergence in defence 
relations - India has agreed to buy U.S. military hardware 
worth some U.S.$10 billion (S$12.6 billion) in government-to-
government sales. 

The U.S. has held more military exercises with India than 
any other country. 

Two-way trade has risen to nearly U.S.$55 billion from 
just U.S.$5 billion in 1990. 

Yet the relationship is seen as far from fulfilling its full 
potential. 

The nuclear deal has yielded little benefit for American 
firms, which are deterred by a stringent Indian law on accident 
liability. 

U.S. giants such as Walmart are pleading for the opening 
up of India's retail market, worth some U.S.$450 billion. 

And the Americans have just lost out on a U.S.$11 billion 
deal to sell fighter jets to the Indian military. 

At the moment, India's government is also seen as 
politically too weak to make any major policy decision. 

The ruling coalition is struggling with a slowing economy 
and a slew of corruption scandals that have eroded its political 
credibility. 

Visiting under such circumstances, Mr. Carter pushed for 
assurances on issues such as cutting bureaucratic red tape in 
arms deals, Indian officials said. 

'India is saying this pace is too quick for us to get to that 
level; any progress can only be incremental,' said Mr. C. Uday 
Bhaskar, the former director of New Delhi-based think-tank 
National Maritime Foundation. 

'The United States is beginning to understand that slowly. 
You take time to move an elephant,' he added. 
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48. Japan's Growing Rashness 
(CHINA DAILY 26 JUL 12) ... Editorial 

To escalate tension with China over Diaoyu Islands, 
Japan has chosen to play the same game twice this month. 
According to the Japanese media, Japan’s Foreign Minister 
Koichiro Gemba said on Tuesday that US Secretary of State 
Hillary Clinton “had confirmed” that the “Senkaku” (Diaoyu) 
Islands fall within the scope of the US-Japan Treaty of Mutual 
Cooperation and Security. 

Two weeks earlier, an official from the US State 
Department was quoted by the Japanese media as having made 
similar remarks. 

Whether Clinton and other US officials have actually said 
so is not important because neither Japanese nor US claims 
will alter the fact that the Diaoyu Islands have been part of 

Chinese territory since ancient times. Neither Japan nor the 
US is in a position to impose a bilateral security pact on or 
infringe upon the interests of a third party. 

Yet it would be interesting to analyze why Japan has 
repeatedly made use of its security treaty with the US to shore 
up its unwarranted territorial claims over China’s Diaoyu 
Islands. 

The answer is simple: The 1960 US-Japan security treaty 
requires the US to defend Japan in the event of an armed 
conflict. Should the current dispute continue to escalate into a 
major conflict, Japan would be “justified” in evoking the 
treaty and asking for direct US involvement or even military 
intervention. 
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The necessity of countering China over the dispute has 
partly motivated Japan to strengthen its military alliance with 
the US. The arrival of a shipload of the US military’s latest 
Osprey transport aircraft in Japan on Monday has been 
interpreted by the Japanese media as a potential move to help 
defend the islands. 

On the other hand, establishing a stronger military 
presence in the region is seen as a necessary step in the US 
strategic pivot to the Asia-Pacific. 

It should be noted, too, that the US upholds its official 
line when it comes to territorial disputes. For example, the US 
State Department spokesman reiterated on July 9 that 
Washington does not take a position on the ultimate 
sovereignty of the islands. 

Japan has taken advantage of the US ambiguity over the 
issue. The potential US support and its exhibition of war 
machinery in the region have in one way or another 
encouraged Japan to take one reckless move after another over 
the Diaoyu Islands this year, which will prove misguided. 
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BBLLOOGGSS::  
49. EXCERPTS FROM BLOGS AROUND THE WORLD 
(PUBLISHED 20 – 23 JUL 12) 

 
This is Not a Drill! Regular Training Pays Off During 

RIMPAC 2012 by Robert Winkler from iDriveWarships, 
July 25 

ABOARD USS ESSEX (LHD 2) -- For the first time in 
my nearly 25 years in the Navy, I was witness to something 
I’d never seen before. I was present during an actual man 
overboard. 

A Marine Gunnery Sergeant standing close to the port 
side-port tripped and fell over the edge into the warm 
Hawaiian sea water below. Luckily, there were several people 
in the area who were witness to his fall and they sprang into 
action. 

The bridge was notified and immediately called away, 
“man overboard! Man overboard!” Simultaneously, rescue 
procedures fell into place. A flare was dropped over the side to 
mark the area of the incident. The aft watch stander tossed a 
life ring to the gunnery sergeant as the ship began its turn. A 
Search and Rescue (SAR) helicopter was already turning on 
deck as the ship was conducting flight operations at the time. 
It took off immediately, located the gunnery sergeant, and 
lowered a SAR swimmer into the water. While all this was 
happening, a Rigid Hull Inflatable Boat (RHIB), was 
deployed… it only took six minutes for the Essex crew to get 
it into the water. The boat made way for the gunnery sergeant 
and arrived on scene. 

The SAR swimmer helped push the gunnery sergeant into 
the boat only 12 minutes from the time “man overboard” was 
called away. There he was immobilized on a stretcher in case 
he was injured. The RHIB came back to the ship, where it was 
met by medical personnel who took the Marine to Essex’s 
medical facility and examined him. 

While this was going on, the rest of the crew reported to 
their man overboard stations, where each person on board was 
mustered. 

The entire process was an amazing demonstration of 
professionalism, by an extremely well-trained crew. 

As Sailors, it seems we are constantly conducting man 
overboard drills while at sea. “Oscar,” a floating dummy, is 
thrown overboard, and the exact procedures as I described 
above are acted out on a regular basis, over and over again. 

The training works because the crew of USS Essex 
performed its duties flawlessly, and what could have been a 
tragedy was avoided. The Marine’s only injury was a 
dislocated finger. 

The quick action and extremely well-executed rescue by 
the crew of USS Essex made me proud to be serving next to 
them as they participate off the coast of Hawaii in Rim of the 
Pacific (RIMPAC) 2012. 

 
Learning F-35 Lessons From F-22 Oxygen Errors by 

Mike Hoffman from DefenseTech, July 25 
The Air Force says it has found the problem causing its F-

22 pilots to suffocate in flight. Service officials are blaming it 
on a valve in the upper pressure garment vest and an air filter 
that was restricting oxygen volume. 

The search for what caused the hypoxia-like symptoms 
for F-22 pilot took almost two years. It turns out the Pentagon 
is developing another fighter generation fighter jet. You might 
have heard of it, the F-35 Joint Strike Fighter. In Air Force 
Chief of Staff Gen. Norton Schwartz’s last press conference 
Tuesday as the service’s top officer, he was asked what gives 
him confidence something like this won’t happen to the F-35 
— an aircraft with a development history littered with 
problems. 

To his credit, Schwartz didn’t try to pretend more 
problems are not forthcoming for the Joint Strike Fighter. 

“There’s no such thing as engineering perfection,” 
Schwartz said. Without test failures you’re “not really 
advancing the state of the art.” 

In fact, he said problems have already popped up for F35, 
but that’s what happens when you push the boundaries of 
what’s possible in flight. 

“I don’t doubt for a moment … and we found some 
already, frankly, in the F35. This is one of the things that I 
think is an important message. That the notion of perfection at 
the outset even with all the computer power we have … I 
think we went through a period that we could design perfect 
airplanes or build perfect airplanes,” Schwartz said. 

He then gave Steve Jobs a shout out possibly giving legs 
to those questions about why the Air Force asked Lockheed 
Martin and not Apple to build it a fighter jet fleet. 

“Apple may be the only one who has been successful at 
engineering near perfect products,” Schwartz said. 

The outgoing Air Force chief of staff had a 
recommendation for his presumed successor, Gen. Mark 
Welsh, on avoiding similar drawn out problems seen in the F-
22’s oxygen system. 

“Test deep. Test thoroughly. Test continuously,” 
Schwartz said. 
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Also, hope none of your F-35 pilots go to 60 Minutes if 
you do find a problem you can’t figure out. Oh wait, that 
might have just been an editor’s note. 

 
The USS Makin Island Is a Mean, Green, Amphibious 

Assault Machine by Andrew Tarantola from Monster 
Machines (GIZMODO), July 25 

Faced with rising fuel prices and diminishing oil reserves, 
the Navy is rebuilding itself with a greener fleet. The USS 
Makin Island is the poster child of this restructuring, having 
cut its fuel consumption in half with an engine overhaul. 

The USS Makin Island is the eighth and final WASP-
class Amphibious Assault Ship in the U.S. armada and the 
second to bear the name of the famous U.S. raid on the 
Japanese-held island during WWII. However, that's generally 
where the similarities between the Makin Island and her sister 
ships end. Unlike other WASP-class vessels, which rely on 
antiquated steam power, Makin Island sports a state-of-the-art 
electric-hybrid propulsion system. 

The Makin Island is outfitted with a pair of General 
Electric LM2500+ gas turbines, a pair of electromotors, and 
six diesel generators. Propulsion duties are split between the 
gas turbines and the diesel-powered electric motors, dubbed 
the auxiliary propulsion motor (APM), with the former used 
for high-speed travel (it tops out at 25 knots) and the latter for 
low-speed maneuvers (anything under 12 knots). The electric 
motors are employed about 70 percent of the time (since the 
diesel engines are more fuel efficient and produce fewer 
emissions) and the gas turbines enabled only sparingly, which 
reduces the ship's fossil fuel consumption by half. During its 
seven month maiden voyage, during which it circumnavigated 
the Earth carrying a full complement of 1,200 Marines and 
1,000 Navy Sailors, 29 helicopters and 6 Harriers, the USS 
Makin Island burned just $15 million of its $33 million 
allotted for fuel costs. On average, the Makin Island uses 
15,000 gallons of fuel a day, versus 35,000 to 40,000 gallons 
consumed by its old steam engine. Naval brass hopes to save 
close to $250 million in fuel costs over the life of the ship. 

What's more, the new APM allows the Makin Island to 
deploy faster, requires a smaller crew to operate, and can 
remain active longer than its steam-powered counterparts. See, 
conventional steam propulsion drives may require up to three 
days in which to build enough of a head from a cold start to 
deploy—the APM requires about 60 seconds. While a 
conventional steam engine needs roughly 25 crew members to 
operate, the APM needs just 11. Even better, the APM is 
heavily automated and features 32 control centers spread 
around the ship so that if one area or engine is damaged or 
destroyed, the crew can still get moving. And once the Makin 
Island reaches its destination and deploys its forces, the fuel-
sipping electric motors allow it to "stay on station" for nearly 
twice as long as if it were steam-powered. 

"Our Sailors and Marines successfully met every mission 
during our historical maiden deployment in support of the 
nation's maritime strategy," Capt. Cedric Pringle, Makin 
Island's commanding officer said in a press statement. "As the 
Navy's first operational test platform for this hybrid-electric 
propulsion system, our fuel efficiency directly enhanced the 
ability to operate forward for longer. Additionally, our 
significant fuel cost savings, coupled with our lessons learned, 
will serve as a solid foundation for optimizing this ship, as 

well as current and future ship designs. The value of our first 
deployment will continue to increase, as we assess required 
refinements in engineering subsystems, training, and logistics 
support." 

While the Makin Island is the most advanced ship in her 
class, she is but a preview of the new LHA-class of 
Amphibious Landing Ships that will eventually replace her. 
The cutting edge machinery control system, water mist fire 
protection systems, and advanced command and control 
systems aboard the Makin Island will likely find their way into 
the next fleet. The only problem the USS Making Island faces 
now is finding a port where it can plug in. 

View Clip (RT: 3:34) 
 
Chinese Navy Tests Land Attack Cruise Missiles: 

Implications for Asia-Pacific by Wilson Chau from Asia 
Security Watch (New Pacific Institute), July 25 

Deployment of the DH-10 land attack cruise missile 
(LACM), similar in design to the American BGM-109 
Tomahawk and Russian KH-55, on Chinese warships could 
bring new meaning to gunboat diplomacy in the Asia-Pacific. 

Images have surfaced of a naval variant of the DH-10. 
The missile canisters spotted on the test ship appear to be 
virtually identical to the land-based variant. This sort of 
arrangement is reminiscent to the deployment of the BGM-
109 Tomahawk on United States Navy surface combatants by 
way of the MK-143 Armored Box Launcher. The MK-143 
enabled vessels such as the Iowa Class Battleships and 
Spruance Class Destroyers to launch the BGM-109. 

The images suggest that the DH-10 would be installed in 
the same way as the YJ-62 or YJ-83 anti-ship missiles. This is 
advantageous for the current generation of People’s Liberation 
Army Navy (PLAN) surface combatants, giving designs such 
as the 052C land attack capability with minimal structural 
modification. However, the downside is that the arrangement 
would sacrifice anti-ship capabilities by substituting the YJ-62 
or YJ-83 systems with DH-10 launchers. It also means that 
only a maximum of eight missiles can be carried and that is 
assuming the launch canisters can be stacked on top of one 
another. 

In spite of its disadvantages and simplicity compared to 
the deployment of vertically launched LACMs by other 
navies, the adoption of a naval variant of the DH-10 is a 
considerable capability leap for Beijing. 

The emergence of a navalised version of the DH-10 
completes China’s “cruise missile triad,” complementing the 
already in-service land-based system and the air-launched 
variant, the CJ-10. Missiles launched from land-based 
platforms are restricted to striking targets around China’s 
periphery, not so dissimilar to the range limitations faced by 
the Second Artillery Force’s inventory of conventional 
ballistic missiles. Missiles launched from the air force’s H-6 
bombers provide more operational flexibility and reach for 
China’s cruise missiles, similar to the way in which the United 
States Air Force deploys cruise missiles from its bomber fleet. 
However, without aerial refuelling capability, the H-6 is an 
aircraft restricted to regional operations. The bomber’s 
obsolete design and its vulnerability to interception are also 
limiting factors. 

The PLAN, on the other hand, is the only branch of the 
Chinese military capable of projecting power far beyond 
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China’s shores. While it is debatable whether the PLAN may 
not seek the same sort of global reach as the United States 
Navy, the possession of ship-launched LACMs would 
essentially enable Chinese warships to conduct long range 
precision attacks against land targets around the Indian and 
Pacific Oceans. For China’s neighbors, PLAN surface 
combatants could now execute attacks on Taiwan, Japan and 
most of Southeast Asia without the need to venture far from 
Chinese waters. American bases across the Indo-Pacific region 
could also be vulnerable to conventional cruise missile attack. 
Facilities in Guam, Hawaii, Diego Garcia and Darwin, 
strategic locations that were traditionally safe from anything 
short of a Chinese nuclear strike, could now be potentially 
brought within the firing range of PLAN ships armed with the 
DH-10. 

It must be stressed, however, that arming Chinese 
warships with LACMs is not necessarily a silver bullet in a 
regional conflict. It is not clear how the PLAN would 
coordinate with other services such as the Second Artillery 
Force in the execution of a cruise missile attack. A saturated 
or sustained cruise missile bombardment from the navy alone 
may not be achievable given the limited number of ships and 
munitions. A PLAN surface task force approaching or taking 
up firing positions off the adversary’s coast would most likely 
be detected, offering ample warning for air defenses and even 
providing sufficient time for the adversary to respond with sea 
or air attacks. 

The current way the DH-10 is being tested or fielded 
should only be regarded as an interim solution. All eyes are 
now on the 052D destroyer, the successor of the 052C that is 
reportedly under construction, and whether the PLAN will 
adopt a universal vertical launch system to accommodate the 
DH-10. It would also be interesting to monitor the 
development of undersea systems. Arming Beijing’s fleet of 
conventional and nuclear attack submarines with submarine-
launched cruise missiles will have far reaching implications. 

 
Naval Undersea Medical Institute training offers 

better international partnership in medicine by Lt. j.g. Ari 
Doucette from Navy Medicine Live, July 24 

Lt. j.g. Ari Doucette is a physician assistant at Captain 
James A. Lovell Federal Health Care Center. 

At an intersection of international partnership and military 
medicine stands the Naval Undersea Medicine Institute 
(NUMI) in Groton, Conn., where Sailors are trained for 
submarine duty as Independent Duty Corpsmen (IDC), 
including some foreign nationals from half way around the 
world. 

Singapore is one of a number of nations that sends 
corpsmen to NUMI. The Royal Singapore Navy (RSN) has 
relied on the U.S. Navy’s renowned facility for this unique 
military education since 2000. Medical Expert 1 (ME1) Henry 
Chiu and ME1 Rayner Tan will be the tenth and eleventh 
IDCs in the Royal Singapore Navy, respectively, following 
completion of their nine months of training at the institute. 

TrainingThe IDC school in Groton is a 58-week program 
where naval corpsmen are trained to practice medicine solo, 
underway, in tight spaces, with few supplies, and under 
operational stress. It has components of clinical medicine, 
environmental health, food safety, radiation health, and more. 
The students have hands-on training during their clinical 

rotations in undersea medicine, dermatology, trauma, critical 
care, sick call and primary care, physical therapy and female 
wellness. The rotations take place at various locations around 
the U.S. such as Groton, New Haven, Newport, and Great 
Lakes. This program historically has a high attrition rate and is 
considered one of the most demanding in Navy Medicine. 
Similar to U.S. submarines, RSN subs usually have one “doc” 
onboard — the IDC. Chiu says he expects his job will be 
similar to U.S. Navy sub IDCs. However, as these are non-
nuclear submarines, there will not be a radiation health 
component. “I think the other IDC students were jealous that 
we didn’t have to do rad health” says Tan. 

Well Prepared 
In Singapore, every adult male is required to serve at least 

two years in the military. Those who plan to make it a career 
and move into specialized billets may be required to obtain a 
degree in their field prior to conscription. Chiu and Tan both 
knew they wanted to be corpsmen in the RSN, so they trained 
and worked as civilian registered nurses prior to entering the 
Singapore Armed Forces (SAF). After they joined, the SAF 
trained them to be paramedics, then to be corpsmen. They 
have been prepared for the challenges of IDC school and sub 
duty. 

ME1 Chiu’s most recent billet was on the RSN’s only 
submarine rescue ship, the Swift Rescue, the first Submarine 
Escape and Rescue ship in the region. Launched in 2008, she 
carries a Deep Submergence Rescue Vehicle (DSRV) capable 
of mating with subs from the RSN and from surrounding 
nations. The DSARV than transports the rescued submariners, 
up to 17 at a time, back to the Swift Rescue where they can be 
moved without change in pressure into a hyperbaric chamber 
which can hold up to 40 personnel. The Swift Rescue has an 
18-bed sick bay with eight critical care beds, as well as a 
helipad for the emergency medical evacuation. Chiu says he 
enjoyed drilling with the rescue sub, which frequently 
exercises with surrounding nations. He also mentioned that 
training in hyperbaric medicine with the medical officer was 
an invaluable learning experience. He feels that these 
experiences will help him execute his mission as an IDC 
aboard a submarine. 

ME1 Tan has served five years in the RSN as a corpsman. 
He has served shore duty at a naval center the majority of the 
time. He has also deployed aboard a frigate to provide security 
to oil platforms, and has participated in multinational training 
exercises such as the yearly Cooperation Afloat Readiness and 
Training (CARAT). He has enjoyed the many different work 
assignments and experiences he has had in those settings, and 
says this variety is why he chose to make a career of the Navy. 
Both Tan and Chiu agree that NUMI’s IDC school is one of 
the best and most rewarding training experiences they have 
had. Next they will return to Singapore to complete the RSN’s 
submarine school and then rejoin the fleet. 

The Royal Singapore Navy 
Singapore has seen a rapid growth of its navy. What 

started as just two wooden ships in 1965 when Singapore 
gained independence now commands more than 37 ships. In 
just the past five years, six Formidable class multi-role stealth 
frigates have been commissioned. These are widely regarded 
as the most advanced surface ships in Southeast Asia. The 
RSN’s fleet has six submarines, two Archer class and four 
Challenger class, all of which have been acquired from the 
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Swedish Navy and refitted for duty in tropical waters. The 
growing navy regularly exercises with surrounding nations 
and has strategic partnerships with the U.S. and other allies. 
U.S. Naval personnel in Singapore at Changi and Sembawang 
provide logistics and re-supply for the 7th Fleet. The Singapore 
Armed Forces in turn utilize U.S. capabilities such as air bases 
and the IDC program. 

Going Home 
Chiu and Tan have personally benefited from this 

partnership and so had the both our navys. Both say they 
enjoyed being in the U.S. and having some weekend liberty to 
explore the areas surrounding their training locations. 
However, they agreed that the best part of their training was 
getting to know their fellow IDC students. “They were all so 
friendly – they were just great guys” says Tan. 

 
A Focus on Legal Representation Outside the 

Courtroom by Lt. Steven M. Shepard from Navy JAG 
Corps Blog, July 24 

Although providing courts-martial representation is 
commonly seen as the primary role of legal defense 
departments, defense counsel spend a great deal of their time 
on administrative separations and boards of inquiry, pre-trial 
confinement hearings, and personal representation advice to 
walk-in clients who find themselves at odds with the Navy 
outside the courtroom. 

The numbers are significant. For example, between April 
and August 2011, Naval Legal Service Office Southwest 
(NLSO SW) resolved seven administrative boards and advised 
40 walk-in clients for every court-martial it closed. 

To better address the incoming workflow, NLSO SW 
implemented a version of a previously existing organizational 
structure – a Personal Representation Division to specialize in 
these non-courtroom services. 

Staffed by four lieutenants and a modest, well-trained 
support staff, the Personal Representation Division—in an 
average week—provides representation at 5 administrative 
separation boards and boards of inquiry, walk-in and 
telephonic defense advice to 26 personnel, and representation 
to one incarcerated service member at an Initial Review 
Officer hearing. 

NLSO SW’s goal in separating the non-court-martial 
defense work from courts-martial is to improve the quality of 
representation, the accuracy of advice, and efficiency. This 
model leaves the remaining defense attorneys able to focus 
exclusively on courts-martial. 

NLSO SW is part of Naval Legal Service Command. 
Naval Legal Service Command contains two types of 
commands. Nine Region Legal Service Offices (RLSOs) 
employ those who prosecute court-martial cases and provide 
staff judge advocate advice to Navy commands. Eight Naval 
Legal Service Offices (NLSOs) employ those who provide 
defense counsel for courts-martial and administrative 
separation clients along with personal legal assistance services 
for service members and their families to include wills, 
powers of attorney, and consumer, family, landlord-tenant, 
and predatory lending law advice and assistance. 

Though still in its infancy, NLSO SW’s division of labor 
shows promise, providing an alternate model for offering first-
rate services while training first-tour lieutenants in advocacy 
before they enter the military justice courtroom. An early 

assessment demonstrates the division of labor has led to 
improved representation. 

Personal representation attorneys, free from the shifting 
demands of the court docket, have been able to settle in to a 
comfortable battle rhythm. Each attorney sets aside two days a 
week for boards, leaving two days free to assist walk-ins and 
prepare for boards, and one day to train. In essence, the long-
range focus of military justice and the short-range turnaround 
of personal representation have been separated to promote less 
shifting of gears and juggling of schedules. 

In addition, the institution of the Personal Representation 
Division allows each member of the Legal Defense 
Department to be more knowledgeable in the subject-matter of 
their field. Without the Personal Representation Division’s 
tasks on their plate, the military justice attorneys are able to 
explore a more robust motions practice and conduct more in-
depth training on various litigation topics. 

The Personal Representation Division is also better 
situated to handle the myriad complex questions that stem 
from the direction, “go see legal.” Often their concerns cannot 
be easily answered by citing a paragraph in the Manual for 
Courts-Martial. 

Personal representation attorneys are routinely asked to 
advise service members on adverse personnel actions (e.g., 
negative evaluations, detachments for cause, reports of 
misconduct, security clearance revocations, administrative 
separation notification-procedure appeals, Perform-to-Serve), 
grievance procedures, the impact that civilian criminal charges 
could have on military careers, Family Advocacy Program 
investigations, the Physical Evaluation Board process, how to 
get out of the Navy, and so on. The Personal Representation 
Division’s weekly training, combined with a growing library 
of resources and templates, and the support of a group of 
dedicated attorneys, helps provide accurate and sensible 
advice to service members. 

The Personal Representation Division also seeks to 
provide more efficient services to the convening authorities of 
administrative separations and boards of inquiry. Although the 
primary duty is to the board client, personal representation 
attorneys are also cognizant of the NLSO’s function as a 
“service” command, as well as Rule 3.2 of the professional 
conduct rules, which limits the permissible grounds for 
seeking delay. The Personal Representation Division is better 
able to expeditiously respond to requests for counsel, get 
clients representation, and resolve cases. With the increased 
tempo of processing boards—to increasingly favorable 
results—administrative wait-times have decreased. 

Despite a constant number of incoming boards, NLSO 
SW’s standing docket of pending boards dropped 29 percent, 
from 98 in April 2011 to 70 in August 2011, due to the 
quicker turnover of cases. Having distinct Personal 
Representation and Military Justice Divisions inside of the 
Legal Defense Department has been an early success for 
NLSO SW providing a winning situation all the way around. 
Clients are receiving more focused, knowledgeable 
representation. Attorneys are able to hone their craft by 
specializing in their particular field. The command benefits 
from having an easy on-ramp, off-ramp for junior officers 
about to enter the courtroom or leave the courtroom on their 
way to another command. Perhaps most importantly, the 
Personal Representation Division has had great success for 
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those service members confronting the administrative process 
of the Navy, reminding all of us of the importance of the 
“everything else” that a Legal Defense Department is called 
upon to do. 

Recent Developments 
On Oct. 1, 2012, the Navy JAG Corps will restructure the 

Naval Legal Service Command by realigning the legal 
assistance mission and resources to the RLSOs, creating four 
Defense Services Offices (DSO). Among the factors driving 
realignment, the new structure is designed to improve our 
military justice practice by aligning the right number of 
litigation specialists and experts with the Navy’s court-martial 
caseload. The new structure will put our best litigators in the 
right billets to try cases. 

The Naval Legal Service Command will replace the eight 
NLSOs with four DSOs. The DSOs will focus solely on 
defense counsel services (personal representation, court-
martial defense, administrative separation, etc.). Sailors and 
their families will see no change in local availability of 
personal legal assistance services. At 13 locations that 
previously had a defense presence, Sailors will have 24/7 
access to defense counsel and will conduct initial consultation 
with a defense attorneys by telephone or other remote 
communication technology vice immediate face-to-face 
meetings. 

 
Faces of the Fleet from Navy Live, July 25 
“Faces of the Fleet” takes a look at YOUR Navy 

operating forward. These images represent the greatest 
Sailors in the greatest Navy in the world leading from the deck 
plates, and completing missions around the globe. This is your 
fleet and these are your Sailors! Hooyah, Navy!! 

 Lt. j.g. Daniel Glenn, assigned to Explosive 
Ordnance Disposal Mobile Unit (EODMU) 3, throws 
the honorary first pitch at a Sacramento River Cats 
baseball game while wearing a bomb suit during 
Sacramento Navy Week. Sacramento Navy Week is 
one of 15 Navy weeks planned across America for 
2012. Navy weeks are designed to show the 
investment Americans have made in their Navy and 
increase awareness in cities that do not have a 
significant Navy presence. 

 Operations Specialist 3rd Class Austin Goodpaster 
receives reports from lookouts on the bridge aboard 
the Nimitz-class aircraft carrier USS John C. Stennis 
(CVN 74). John C. Stennis is returning to homeport 
at Bremerton, Wash., after conducting sustainment 
exercises off the coast of California. 

 Explosive Ordnance Disposal Technician 1st Class 
Carey Peekstok, front, and Lt. j.g. Derek Oskutis, 
both assigned to Explosive Ordnance Disposal 
Mobile Unit (EODMU) 11, participate in joint 
training with Australian explosive ordnance disposal 
technicians during the Rim of the Pacific (RIMPAC) 
2012 exercise in and around the Hawaii Islands. 

 Information Systems Technician 1st Class Robert 
Richardson, assigned to the ballistic missile 
submarine USS California (SSN-781), gives a patient 
at the University of California-Davis Children's 

Hospital a ball cap during a Caps for Kids visit 
during Sacramento Navy Week 2012. 

 Quartermaster 3rd Class Kandice Norris analyzes a 
nautical chart of the Hawaiian Islands in the pilot 
house of the aircraft carrier USS Nimitz (CVN 68). 

 Gas Turbine System Technician (Mechanical) 3rd 
Class Taylor Tomlinson conducts maintenance on a 
gas turbine engine aboard the Ticonderoga-class 
guided-missile cruiser USS Cape St. George (CG 71). 

View Gallery (6 Photos) 
Your Navy TODAY – Pacific Ocean, Chile, Singapore 

from Navy Live, July 25 
On any given day, in your Navy, our team of more than 

600,000 professional Sailors and Civilians are working 
together around the globe to perform our mission: deter 
aggression and, if deterrence fails, win our Nation’s wars. It is 
not possible to share every aspect of this global team but, 
through this blog, we offer you a glimpse of what these men 
and women do. 

 The guided-missile destroyer USS Sampson (DDG 
102) gets underway for the at-sea phase of 
Cooperation Afloat Readiness and Training 
(CARAT) Singapore 2012. CARAT is a series of 
bilateral military exercises between the U.S. Navy 
and the armed forces of Bangladesh, Brunei, 
Cambodia, Indonesia, Malaysia, the Philippines, 
Singapore, and Thailand. Timor Leste joins the 
exercise in 2012. 

 Gunner's mates assigned to the submarine tender USS 
Frank Cable (AS 40), fire the 25mm machine gun 
during an underway gunnery exercise. The submarine 
tender USS Emory S. Land (AS 39) has temporarily 
relieved Frank Cable from conducting maintenance 
of submarines and surface vessels deployed in the 
U.S. 7th Fleet area of responsibility. Frank Cable is 
returning to her homeport in Guam. 

 A CH-53E Super Sea Stallion helicopter from the 
Purple Foxes of Marine Medium Helicopter 
Squadron (HMM) 364 (Reinforced) launches from 
the deck of the amphibious transport dock ship USS 
Green Bay (LPD 20). Green Bay is part of the Peleliu 
Amphibious Ready Group and is underway 
conducting composite training unit exercise in the 
Pacific Ocean. 

 The guided-missile destroyer USS Stethem (DDG 
63) transits the Arabian Sea. Stethem is part of 
Destroyer Squadron (DESRON) 9, embarked with 
Carrier Strike Group (CSG) 9 deployed to the U.S. 
5th Fleet area of responsibility conducting maritime 
security operations, theater security cooperation 
efforts and support missions as part of Operation 
Enduring Freedom. 

 Fire Controlman 2nd Class Matthew Matczak 
prepares a heaving line on the flight deck as the 
Oliver Hazard Perry-class guided-missile frigate USS 
Underwood (FFG 36) approaches Valparaiso, Chile. 
Underwood is deployed to Central and South 
America and the Caribbean in support of Southern 
Seas 2012. 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. USS Omaha Will Be Like ‘iPod Of The Seas' 
(OMAHA WORLD-HERALD 26 JUN 12) ... Jay Withrow 

It will never make its way up the Mississippi and Missouri Rivers. 
 

2. MCPON: Summertime, Think Safety 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 25 JUN 12) ... Chief Mass Communication Specialist Sonya Ansarov, Office of the Master Chief Petty 
Officer of the Navy 

WASHINGTON -- Summertime means fun in the sun, vacations and a myriad of outdoor activities, and the Master Chief Petty 
Officer of the Navy (MCPON) wants Sailors and families to think safety first. 

 
3. For Constitution Crew, A Historic Assignment 
(BOSTON GLOBE 26 JUN 12) ... D.C. Denison 

It’s a long way from those futuristic, high-tech assignments the Navy celebrates in its recruiting advertisements on television, 
bristling with lasers, sonar, and mammoth battleships. The 214-year-old USS Constitution, Old Ironsides, is wind-powered. Its 
cannons haven’t fired a wartime shot in nearly two centuries. The wooden ship no longer ventures outside Boston’s outer harbor. 

 
4. Allies Commemorate The War Of 1812 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 25 JUN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Kristina L. Moore, USS Harry S. Truman Public 
Affairs 

USS HARRY S. TRUMAN, At Sea -- This week marked the at sea portion of the War of 1812 celebrations as Sailors serving on 
19 ships from eight countries participated in the War of 1812 Commemoration Fleet Exercise, or 1812 FleetEx. 

 

CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
5. On Board The USS George Washington 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 25 JUN 12) ... Alastair Gale 

Monday marks the 62nd anniversary of the outbreak of the Korean War, when North Korea launched a surprise attack on the 
South in a conflict that has never formally ended. 

 
6. USS George Washington Leads Joint Maneuvers With S. Korea 
(HAWAII REPORTER 25 JUN 12) ... Steve Herman 

USS GEORGE WASHINGTON, Yellow Sea -- In a show of force that South Korea's military says is meant as a warning to 
North Korea, a U.S. naval carrier strike group is conducting maritime maneuvers with South Korea off the coast of the tense 
peninsula. 

 
7. U.S. Submarine Docks At Subic 
(PHILIPPINE STAR 25 JUN 12) ... Alexis Romero 

A nuclear-powered attack submarine of the United States Navy arrived yesterday for a port call in Subic Bay, Zambales amid 
tension between the Philippines and China over Panatag (Scarborough) Shoal. 

 
8. Four U.S. Navy Minesweepers Arrive In The Gulf 
(REUTERS 25 JUN 12) ... Daniel Fineren and Marcus George 

DUBAI -- Four U.S. minesweepers have arrived in the Gulf to bolster the U.S. Fifth Fleet and ensure the safety of shipping 
routes, the U.S. Navy said, as an Iranian military chief suggested on Monday that Iran might try to block the Strait of Hormuz to 
defend its interests. 
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GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
9. Turkey Rallies Allies Over Syria’s Downing Of Jet 
More pressure, but not military confrontation, sought over incident 
(WASHINGTON POST 26 JUN 12) ... Colum Lynch and Liz Sly 

UNITED NATIONS — The Turkish government sought Monday to galvanize support in NATO and at the United Nations for a 
tough response to Syria’s downing of a Turkish fighter jet, but it left its partners confident that it is not preparing a military response. 

 
10. Russia Plans To Keep Syrian Base – Navy Chief 
(RUSSIA TODAY 25 JUN 12) 

TARTUS NAVAL BASE, Syria -- Russia is not planning to abandon its Mediterranean naval base in the Syrian port of Tartus, 
the commander in chief of the Russian Navy has announced. 

 
11. Bulava 'De Facto' Enters Service – Navy Chief 
(RIA NOVOSTI 25 JUN 12) 

MOSCOW -- The Bulava sea-based ballistic missile has de facto entered service, Navy chief Vice Adm. Viktor Chirkov said on 
Monday. 

 
12. For London Olympics, Britain Calls Up The Military 
Ground troops, fighter jets and perhaps missiles will reinforce police in Britain's largest peacetime security 
operation. Some residents see it as overkill. 
(LOS ANGELES TIMES 26 JUN 12) ... Henry Chu 

LONDON — To maintain security in the world's latest hot spot, Britain is deploying spy planes, helicopters with snipers and the 
biggest warship in the Royal Navy's fleet. Up to 13,500 ground troops will be backed by more than 20,000 private guards. State-of-
the-art radar systems and a carpet of security cameras will provide 24-hour surveillance. 

 
13. Agreement Reached On Disputed Territory 
Philippines: Chinese boats leave disputed lagoon 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 22 JUN 12) 

MANILA, Philippines — China has withdrawn its boats from the lagoon of a tiny South China Sea shoal following an agreement 
with the Philippines that at least temporarily eases the countries' territorial dispute, officials in Manila said Monday. 

 
14. S.Korea To Build Navy Base On Frontline Island 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 26 JUN 12) 

SEOUL — South Korea's navy is to build an advance base on a frontline island to bolster defences near the disputed Yellow Sea 
border with North Korea, officials said on Tuesday. 

 
15. Japan To Boost Defense In Pacific, Minister Says 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 26 JUN 12) ... Yuka Hayashi 

TOKYO—Japan's new defense minister said the government is preparing to enhance its air and sea defense capabilities to protect 
islands and waters in the nation's southwest, part of the broad swath of the western Pacific where China has increased its maritime 
activities in recent years. 

 
16. Chinese Navy Vessel "Zhenghe" Pays Goodwill Visit To Canada 
(XINHUA NEWS AGENCY (CHINA) 26 JUN 12) 

HALIFAX, Canada -- The Chinese Navy training vessel "Zhenghe" arrived in the eastern Canadian port city of Halifax on 
Monday, starting a three-day goodwill visit to the country. 

 
17. Indian Navy Set To Complete Nuclear Triad: Admiral Verma 
(PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 25 JUN 12) 

LONDON -- With the Navy poised to attain a retaliatory nuclear strike capability, India will soon have a "credible and 
invulnerable" deterrent nuclear triad in place, Navy Chief Admiral Nirmal Verma said here today. 

 
18. How Indian Navy Is Expanding And Modernizing 
(PURPLE BERET MAGAZINE (INDIA) 25 JUN 12) ... Nitin Gokhale 

NEW DELHI -- Last fortnight, Vikramaditya, formerly Adm. Gorshkov, a 45,000-tonne displacement aircraft carrier built in 
Russia began its sea trials, six months before it is handed over to the Indian Navy on December 4, the Navy Day. 
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PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
19. Panetta, Army Chief Recognize Paralympic Warriors’ Achievements 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 25 JUN 12) ... Army Sgt. 1st Class Tyrone C. Marshall Jr. 

WASHINGTON – Defense Secretary Leon E. Panetta today led a Pentagon celebration for wounded warriors who competed in 
Paralympic sports during the 2012 Warrior Games. 

 
20. DoD: Let Commanders Take Firearms From Suicidal Troops 
(NAVY TIMES 02 JUL 12) ... Patricia Kime 

Top Defense and Veterans Affairs Department health officials are pressing for new laws that would allow military leaders to ask 
troops about privately owned firearms and confiscate them if a service member is suicidal. 

 
21. Full Time Support O6, O5 Retention/Release Boards Announced 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 25 JUN 12) ... From Navy Personnel Command Public Affairs 

MILLINGTON, Tenn. -- The Navy announced the cancellation of the full-time support (FTS) commander selective early release 
from active duty (SERAD) board for fiscal year 2013 (FY-13) and the convening of the FY-13 FTS captain selective retention 
(SELRET) board via NAVADMIN 191/12 June 25. 

 
22. Midshipmen Experience Life At Sea Aboard Enterprise 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 25 JUN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Randy Savarese, Enterprise Carrier Strike Group 
Public Affairs 

USS ENTERPRISE, At Sea -- Aircraft carrier USS Enterprise (CVN 65) began phase one of its Midshipman Summer Cruise 
Training Program May 25, and will host a total of three phases before the program concludes, Aug. 15. 

 
23. School Of Music To Celebrate 77 Years Of Training 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 25 JUN 12) ... Musician 1st Class Jessica McClanahan, Center for Service Support Public Affairs 

VIRGINIA BEACH, Va. -- The School of Music will celebrate 77 years as an established learning site June 29 with a free, public 
concert at the Gator Theater on Joint Expeditionary Base Little Creek-Fort Story (JEB LC-FS), Va. 

 

FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
24. Ingalls-Built LPD 23 Completes Navy Acceptance Trials 
(PASCAGOULA (MS) PRESS 25 JUN 12) ... April M. Havens 

AVONDALE, Louisiana -- Amphibious transport dock Anchorage successfully completed its acceptance trials last week, the U.S. 
Navy announced Monday. 

 
25. Hill Awaits Analysis On Costly Submarine 
(DEFENSE DAILY 26 JUN 12) ... Emelie Rutherford 

As sundry groups examine the Pentagon budget for potential savings, lawmakers are awaiting more insight into a major budget 
item: a next-generation ballistic-missile submarine. 

 
26. Navy Funds Development Of Tool To Model Biofuel Performance 
(DESIGN NEWS 26 JUNE 12) 

The Office of Naval Research has given researchers at the University of Wisconsin $2 million to create a tool that can model the 
performance of various biofuels as part of the military’s ongoing interest in using alternative energy sources to reduce dependency on 
traditional fossil fuels. 

 
27. Congress Said To Delay Automatic Budget Cuts Until March 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 25 JUN 12) ... Roxana Tiron 

Republican and Democratic congressional leaders are weighing whether to delay automatic federal spending cuts until March 
2013, according to a House aide and industry officials who were briefed on the discussions. 

 
28. U.S. Industry Finds Little Information On Sequestration Plans 
(DEFENSE NEWS 25 JUN 12) ... Zachary Fryer-Biggs 

A small group of top U.S. defense executives, while privy to information on the nation’s most secretive programs, were told by 
White House representatives at a June 13 meeting that they wouldn’t be getting any special details on the plans for the automatic 
budget cuts known as sequestration, sources familiar with the conversation said. 

 
  



 4

29. GAO Finds Gaps In Long-Term Maintenance Data 
(DEFENSE NEWS 25 JUN 12) ... Adam Stone 

The U.S. military needs to do a better job understanding and monitoring its long-term maintenance contracts, according to a new 
report from the Government Accountability Office. 

 
30. Pentagon To Withhold 5% From Certain Lockheed Contracts 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 25 JUN 12) ... Tony Capaccio 

The Pentagon’s contracts management agency has increased to 5 percent from 2 percent the funding it is temporarily withholding 
from Lockheed Martin Corp.’s aircraft unit, according to a Defense Department document. 

 
31. Union Panel Urges Approval Of Lockheed Contract 
(NEW YORK TIMES 26 JUN 12) ... Christopher Drew 

A bargaining committee for the union machinists on strike at Lockheed Martin’s fighter jet plant in Fort Worth has recommended 
that members vote for a new contract that would eliminate traditional pensions for newly hired employees, according to a summary 
posted Monday on the union’s Web site. 

 

BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
32. OpSail2012 To Mark Anniversary Of War Of 1812 With Parade Of Sail, Tours And Entertainment 
In New London 
(NEW HAVEN (CT) REGISTER 23 JUN 12) ... Mark Zaretsky 

NEW HAVEN — You may spend July 3 watching fireworks at Savin Rock. You may spend July 4 sunning at Hammonnasset or 
watching fireworks off East Rock in New Haven. But come July 6-9, when OpSail2012 Connecticut blows in, you’re going to want to 
be in New London. 

 
33. 1812 Bash An Overture For Hub 
Visitors set to spend $23.6M 
(BOSTON HERALD 26 JUN 12) ... Donna Goodison 

Some 824,000 visitors will spend an estimated $23.6 million as Boston celebrates the bicentennial of the War of 1812 during 
OpSail/Boston Navy Week and hosts its annual Harborfest and Boston Pops July 4 fireworks show. 

 
34. Fort Story Brings Home Combat Scenarios For SEALs 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 25 JUN 12) ... Kate Wiltrout 

VIRGINIA BEACH -- When you're a Navy SEAL on the front lines of urban combat, the bad guys might be anywhere: inside an 
elementary school classroom, behind a soda machine at the bus station, cowering next to a hospital-room bed. 

 

NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
35. Perry Legacy Spans Centuries 
(PITTSBURGH TRIBUNE-REVIEW 25 JUN 12) ... Craig Smith 

Charged with building warships to take on the British navy in the War of 1812, Oliver Hazard Perry turned to Pittsburgh for 
manpower, supplies and know-how. 

 
36. Graphic Novel Prepares Deploying Corpsmen 
Basic stories are firsthand accounts, says one of the book’s authors 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 23 JUN 12) ... Nathan Max 

Derek Jackson doesn’t make it home. Jason Banks loses a leg. Erica Mendez struggles with post-traumatic stress disorder. John 
Wallace’s son undergoes surgery, and he’s not around to help his wife or comfort his child. 

 
37. Justices Decline Fight Over Cross 
Lower court must decide whether 1954 work is a memorial or an endorsement of Christianity. 
(LOS ANGELES TIMES 26 JUN 12) ... Tony Perry 

The U.S. Supreme Court declined Monday to hear an appeal from the federal government over whether a highly visible, 43-foot 
cross can remain atop Mt. Soledad in San Diego. 

 
38. It's Coming: USS Edson Leaving Philadelphia On July 18 For Saginaw River 
(BAY CITY (MI) NEWS 25 JUN 12) ... MacKenzie Burger 

BANGOR TOWNSHIP, MI — Fifteen years after a nonprofit organization began efforts to bring a Navy destroyer to Bay County 
as a floating museum, officials now have an important date marked in their calendar. 
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39. USS Texas Springs More Leaks; 1,500 Gallons Per Minute Leaking 
(HOUSTON CHRONICLE 25 JUN 12) ... Allan Turner 

Workers aboard the USS Texas hardly had time to celebrate the patching of a 2-inch hole in the century-old battleship's bottom 
before rivet and seam leaks once again catapulted the vessel into a crisis situation. 

 

OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
40. OpSail Event Will Celebrate State’s Maritime History 
(NORWICH (CT) BULLETIN 24 JUN 12) ... Rob Simmons 

For Americans of all ages, the Fourth of July is a special holiday, a reason to celebrate the birth of our nation. 
 

41. Law Of The Sea, Vetoes And The Constitution 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 26 JUN 12) ... Caitlyn Antrim 

Richard Douglas's letter (June 21) questions the existence of a U.S. veto in the U.N. Convention on the Law of the Sea. But just as 
with the U.S. Constitution, the word "veto" does not appear in the UNCLOS, but it exists nonetheless. 

 
42. The Missing Facts On The Law Of The Sea Treaty 
(WASHINGTON POST 26 JUN 12) ... Kenneth C. Brill 

George F. Will’s June 24 op-ed column on the Law of the Sea Treaty, “The LOST Sinkhole,” was long on rather startling 
opinions (Donald Rumsfeld is more persuasive than George Schultz on international issues, and the United States needs to revert to 
the era of gunboat diplomacy) and short on facts about the treaty, which established rights and limits of maritime nations 

 

BBLLOOGGSS::  
43. EXCERPTS FROM BLOGS AROUND THE WORLD 
(PUBLISHED 22 – 25 JUN 12) 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. USS Omaha Will Be Like ‘iPod Of The Seas' 
(OMAHA WORLD-HERALD 26 JUN 12) ... Jay Withrow 

It will never make its way up the Mississippi and 
Missouri Rivers. 

And that's fine with the Navy, because the newly named 
USS Omaha is destined for the world's high seas, not the 
nation's biggest rivers. 

Secretary of the Navy Ray Mabus officially gave the $350 
million, trimaran-shaped combat ship its name — the USS 
Omaha — on Monday at Lewis & Clark Landing. 

“Your (Omaha's) legacy will be forged in steel and sent to 
sea in defense of the United States,” Mabus told about 70 
people, including Mayor Jim Suttle, Rep. Lee Terry, R-Neb., 
and numerous military officials from all branches who 
gathered along the Missouri River for the half-hour naming 
ceremony. 

Construction is expected to begin in 2013 on the 3,000-
ton, 419-foot-long littoral combat ship, which will be able to 
travel slightly faster than 40 knots. It is to be in the water by 
2016. 

“This is a model program for our shipbuilding. We build 
these platforms to last for decades,” Mabus said. “There are 
Sailors who haven't been born yet who will serve on the USS 
Omaha.” 

The Navy announced plans in February to name new 
ships after Omaha and Sioux City, Iowa. 

Craig Hooper, vice president of sales, marketing and 
external affairs at Austal USA, which will build the ship in 
Mobile, Ala., praised the ship's modern capabilities. 

“It's like a pickup truck for the seas,” he said. “It's fast, it's 
easy to operate, it's basically very flexible. It's like the iPod of 
the seas.” 

The aluminum for the ship will come from Iowa's Quad 
Cities, and the electronics will be from Nebraska, although 
Hooper wouldn't give the exact location. 

The USS Omaha will be the fourth Navy craft to use the 
name Omaha dating back to 1872, Mabus said, although the 
Navy has been without an Omaha for 17 years. 

“I'm happy to put Omaha back in the fleet,” he said. 
Suttle said: “I can't think of a better symbol to represent 

Omaha. Our veterans have been instrumental in Omaha's 
development. This ship honors where we've been as a city ... 
and where we will go.” 

The mayor said the USS Omaha will mark “the city's 
history, look to its future and honor all of our veterans.” 

Terry touted the honor of having a Navy vessel named 
after Omaha. 

“I believe this is a real blessing,” he said, “a new, modern 
ship named after our city,” 

When finished, the USS Omaha will be one of the fastest 
and most agile combat ships in the Navy's fleet, military 
leaders say. It will be able to work near shore but have the 
power and size to cross oceans. 

Return to Index 
 

2. MCPON: Summertime, Think Safety 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 25 JUN 12) ... Chief Mass Communication Specialist Sonya Ansarov, Office of the Master Chief Petty 
Officer of the Navy 

WASHINGTON -- Summertime means fun in the sun, 
vacations and a myriad of outdoor activities, and the Master 
Chief Petty Officer of the Navy (MCPON) wants Sailors and 
families to think safety first. 

"Benjamin Franklin said, 'An ounce of prevention is 
worth a pound of cure,' and in the case of summertime, it's 
worth a pound of safety," said MCPON (SS/SW) Rick D. 
West. "Each year the Navy loses service members to senseless 
and avoidable mishaps, and the summer season brings the 
potential for increased risk." 

According to the Naval Safety Center, summer deaths 
spiked in 2008 then decreased in 2009 and 2010, but 
unfortunately increased again last year. In 2011, between 
Memorial Day and Labor Day, 16 Sailors and 15 Marines lost 
their lives. One in an ATV wreck; three drowned; three during 
recreational activities; 11 in motor vehicles; and 13 on 
motorcycles. 

"Losing even one Sailor or Marine is too many, especially 
when most of the incidents can be avoided with the proper 
planning and training," said West. 

Training is the priority when it comes to motorcycle 
safety. According to Naval Safety Center, motorcycle fatalities 
increased from six in 2010 to 13 in 2011, which is more than a 
100 percent increase. Motorcycle training and safety starts 
with the command having a designated motorcycle safety 
representative (MSR). 

"Closing the training gap on motorcycle safety needs to 
be top priority for our leaders," said West. "Personal motor 
vehicle accidents are the second highest cause of fatalities in 
our Navy, and motorcycles are the primary casual factor with 
sports bikes remaining at the top of the list. MSRs play an 
important role in mitigating this risk by mentoring and 
educating our Sailors, and more importantly, ensuring they are 
registered and complete all required motorcycle training." 

The Naval Safety Center's summer campaign "Live to 
Play, Play to Live," also focuses on alcohol awareness, water 
and boat safety, sexual assault, and suicide awareness, and 
summer sports activities. 

"Fourth of July is just around the corner so start planning 
safety now," said West. "Whether you are on the highways, 
waterways or in the backyard, safety must come first. And if 
you drink, don't drive and have a plan to get home." 

When traveling long distances, remember to use TRiPS, 
the on-line, automated risk-assessment tool that helps users 
recognize and avoid the hazards they face on the highway: 
fatigue, not buckling up, and driving too far. TRiPS is located 
at https://wwwa.nko.navy.mil. 

"You and your families are important to the Navy," said 
West. "Use the tools the Navy provides and remember to think 
safety first." 

Safety is one of the key areas of the 21st Century Sailor 
and Marine initiative which consolidates a set of objectives 
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and policies, new and existing, to maximize Sailor and Marine 
personal readiness, build resiliency and hone the most combat-

effective force in the history of the Navy and Marine Corps. 

Return to Index 
 

3. For Constitution Crew, A Historic Assignment 
(BOSTON GLOBE 26 JUN 12) ... D.C. Denison 

It’s a long way from those futuristic, high-tech 
assignments the Navy celebrates in its recruiting 
advertisements on television, bristling with lasers, sonar, and 
mammoth battleships. The 214-year-old USS Constitution, 
Old Ironsides, is wind-powered. Its cannons haven’t fired a 
wartime shot in nearly two centuries. The wooden ship no 
longer ventures outside Boston’s outer harbor. 

Yet when Constitution, a hero of the War of 1812, 
ventures out into Boston Harbor on the Fourth of July, as a 
featured star of the Operation Sail 2012 celebration, which 
opens to the public Saturday, more than 60 commissioned 
Navy men and women will navigate her through the 
festivities. 

Odd as it may seem, in today’s Navy, a tour of duty on 
Constitution is a plum assignment. Navy personnel from all 
over the country — fresh recruits as well as experienced 
Sailors — apply for scarce postings on the ship whenever they 
open. The appeal of serving on the oldest commissioned 
warship afloat in the world is an opportunity that trumps 
glitzier, global assignments. 

Before she joined the Constitution crew two years ago, 
Marina Chavez, 30, was stationed in a series of global “choke 
points” like the Suez Canal, boarding ships, helping to protect 
them against modern-day pirates. It was “the rich history” of 
the USS Constitution that attracted her to the ship, she said. 
Like all crew members, Chavez’s has taken a 23-week 
intensive history course, and weekly winter sessions at the 
nearby USS Constitution Museum. 

Her job on the ship, “master at arms,” was one of the 
original 13 positions in the U.S. Navy. The position has 
always been “essentially a military police officer,” she said, 
although she added that the responsibilities have changed. In 
the 1800s, Constitution’s master at arms was expected to 
“assist with flogging.” 

“No longer part of my job description,” Chavez said with 
a look of relief. 

Chavez is also in charge of the ship’s gun crew. She will 
be supervising a team of four during a series of boisterous 
multi-gun salutes on July Fourth. 

After one more year on the Constitution, Chavez will 
head off to another far-flung assignment in a global hot spot; 
she’s hoping it’s Bahrain. 

Yet when she leaves, she said, it will be with a deeper 
appreciation of U.S. naval history, and the USS Constitution’s 
role in it. 

“Working on this ship and learning the Navy’s history — 
that will always be with me,” she said. 

It will be easy to spot Anthony Costa, Constitution’s 
senior chief boatswains mate and sailing master, when the ship 
leaves the dock on July 4. He will be the one patrolling along 
the ship’s dockside rail barking instructions to the Sailors 
casting off the lines. 

That’s one of Costa’s responsibilities, along with 
supervising the ship’s many square-rigged sails. A native of 
Ludlow, Costa, 45, joined the Navy in his 20s, “to see the 

world.” He’s done that, spending most of his career stationed 
in African, European, and Middle Eastern ports. Then a few 
years ago, he saw an open position on Constitution. 

“I jumped for it,” he said. “What better way is there to 
learn about our nation’s naval history? This is where it all 
began. The Constitution is one of the ships that said to the 
world that America wasn’t fooling around when it came to the 
Navy.” 

In his 2½ years on board, Costa has gotten plenty of 
history. To learn how to handle Constitution’s sails, he spent 
considerable training time on other three-masted ships like the 
Friendship in Salem, and the U.S. Coast Guard’s tall ship, 
Eagle. 

Once a week Costa supervises the unfurling of one of 
Constitution’s sails, which involves sending Sailors up at least 
one of the ships dizzyingly high masts — a rite of passage for 
many of the ship’s young crew members. 

“You really can’t be afraid of heights on this ship,” Costa 
said with a wry grin. 

To Jason Keith, “Constitution is the celebrity and I’m her 
agent.” 

Officially, the 33-year-old is Constitution’s “special 
events coordinator.” But the ship’s high profile means Keith is 
constantly juggling requests, commitments, and the kind of 
logistical details that come with managing a 214-year-old 
military hero. 

One of Constitution’s most complicated events is a 
turnaround, the short round trip the ship makes out to Castle 
Island and back, docking on its return faced in the opposite 
direction. The ship generally makes about a half-dozen 
turnarounds a year. Although the maneuver, aided by tugboats, 
is necessary to evenly expose the ship to prevailing tidal 
pressure, a turnaround is always an event. That was the case 
when the ship staged a turnaround voyage to honor the 70th 
anniversary of the Battle of Midway and members of the 
Wounded Warrior Project, which serves injured members of 
the U.S. Armed Forces. 

On that trip, Keith spent the entire time monitoring radio 
updates from crew members, hustling around the ship 
checking that Sailors, visitors, and officers were properly 
positioned. 

Before he joined the crew, Keith was a parachute rigger 
on the USS Nimitz, a super aircraft carrier and one of the 
largest warships in the world. 

“My job was to be responsible for the pilot from the time 
he ejected from a plane to the time he’s picked up,” he said. 

It was stressful, but, he said, “this job is just as stressful.” 
Keith admitted, however, that the transition from Nimitz 

to Constitution was “an adjustment, I’m not going to kid you.” 
Not only is Constitution’s crew nearly 100 times smaller 

than Nimitz’s (60 vs. the Nimitz’s 5,000), but the missions are 
diametrically opposed. 

“With most modern-day naval commands the object is to 
keep people out, keep people away from something,” said 
Keith. “Here the goal is the opposite. You want to attract 
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people to the ship. You want to welcome them. The culture 
shock can be dramatic.” 

A public-facing job is not unusual on Constitution. With 
more than 500,000 visitors a year, every Sailor on the ship is 
an ambassador. Yet Keith expects the July Fourth Tall Ships 
celebration, when Constitution will be the center of attention, 
and carry as many as 700 visitors and dignitaries, to be an all-
consuming test of his organizational skills. 

At the end of the summer, Keith is off to a new 
assignment, in Japan, where he will be working with a modern 
helicopter squadron. Although he will be surrounded by shiny, 
whirling equipment that is technologically up-to-the-minute, 
Keith doesn’t expect his new assignment to overshadow his 
tour on a 214-year-old three-masted wooden warship. 

“Serving on the oldest commissioned warship afloat,” he 
said wistfully, “is not something I’m ever going to forget.” 

Return to Index 
 

4. Allies Commemorate The War Of 1812 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 25 JUN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Kristina L. Moore, USS Harry S. Truman Public 
Affairs 

USS HARRY S. TRUMAN, At Sea -- This week marked 
the at sea portion of the War of 1812 celebrations as Sailors 
serving on 19 ships from eight countries participated in the 
War of 1812 Commemoration Fleet Exercise, or 1812 
FleetEx. 

The War of 1812 transformed the maritime world and was 
the last major war fought under sail, said Kesselring. It is also 
when the U.S. established many of its lasting naval 
partnerships. 

"[The United States] didn't have a big Navy when [the 
War of 1812] started, but during the war, we decided as a 
nation that the Navy was important to U.S. sovereignty," said 
Cmdr. Mark Kesselring, surface operations officer for 
Commander, Carrier Strike Group 10. "It was an important 
turning point for our nation. 

"A lot of America's allies and partners are celebrating that 
200 year ago, America found its feet in the Navy," said 
Kesselring. "They're participating ashore and this [FleetEx] is 
the one time we're out together operating at sea which is 
always great as a Navy." 

Including ships from the United States, Brazil, the United 
Kingdom, Norway, Germany, Portugal, Denmark, and 
Canada, the 1812 FleetEx, like other fleet exercises, is 
instrumental to building proper communications and 
relationships said Rear Adm. Scott Craig, commander, Strike 
Force Training Atlantic, officer in charge of 1812 Fleet 
Exercise. 

"The purpose of this exercise is to commemorate the War 
of 1812, but this one also gives all of the navies an opportunity 

to come to sea, exercise our tactics, operate together and 
figure out how we can be more interoperable," said Craig. 

Participating in joint exercises brings its own challenges, 
so it is imperative that allies come together as often as possible 
to find those issues in a safe environment. 

"With your foreign partners, there's language, of course, 
but there are also systems and the systems aren't always 
interoperable, so the more often we can get together and 
exercise as navies, the better we can find out what those 
problems are and address them so we can work together 
better," said Kesselring. 

Craig said the biggest benefit of bringing these forces 
together is learning how everyone operates across all of our 
various missions from live-fire exercises and maritime 
interdiction boardings to anti-submarine warfare and air 
defense exercises. 

"It really helps us pull together," said Craig. "We become 
even closer as we conduct operations, we understand how 
each other operates and we're able to build relationships very, 
very quickly and those relationships will last for a long, long 
time." 

The 1812 FleetEx is a weeklong, multinational exercise 
designed to increase interoperability with allied nations, 
improve tactical prowess and certification of participating 
units. It will continue until June 28 when many of the ships 
will pull in for Fleet Week Boston and the Commemoration of 
the War of 1812 bicentennial. 

Return to Index 
 
 

CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
5. On Board The USS George Washington 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 25 JUN 12) ... Alastair Gale 

Monday marks the 62nd anniversary of the outbreak of 
the Korean War, when North Korea launched a surprise attack 
on the South in a conflict that has never formally ended. 

This year the anniversary coincides with the final day of a 
three-day naval exercise off the southwest coast of the 
peninsula, a drill that South Korea says is intended to show 
readiness for any fresh military incursions by the North. 

The Wall Street Journal was among several news 
organizations that on Sunday visited the USS George 
Washington, the nuclear-powered aircraft carrier that led a 
flotilla of 10 vessels in the exercise. Coming on the heels of a 
tripartite naval exercise that also involved Japan, the staff on 

the carrier had been working around the clock for several 
days. 

Some of that fatigue was clear among the crew. On the 
flight control deck, a small room in which staff direct the 
movement of aircraft on the ship, the aircraft handling officer 
said the staff were working around 15 hours a day. 

“They give us two bananas for the extra hours to keep us 
going,” he joked. 

Of course, being prepared for combat action means being 
prepared for relentlessly long hours on duty. During exercises, 
10 to 15 aircraft are launched in quick fire bursts and then 
another 10 to 15 around 90 minutes later before the first batch 
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return, explained commanding officer Captain David 
Lausman. That happens repeatedly for 12 hours a day. 

Aircraft are fired from one of four ‘catapults’ on board 
that accelerate the planes—mainly F-18’s–to over 160 miles 
per hour within two seconds in a fury of noise and heat. (The 
rush of acceleration for one of these was a highlight of the trip 
– time appears to stand still for a few moments.) Returning 
craft are instantly slowed by their tailhooks that catch one of 
four arresting wires across the landing deck. 

The seventeen-story ship and its 6,000 staff was a blur of 
activity. The average age on the flight deck is just over 21 
years old, with staff in color-coded shirts to denote their 
responsibilities. In the ships hanger area, off-duty staff used 
free spaces to work out. 

Some other stats about the ship: Length of flight deck: 
1,092 feet (about three football fields). Aircraft on board: 

around 60. Meals served daily: 18,000. The ship’s two nuclear 
reactors allow it to travel for almost 18 years before refueling. 

The ship declined to make any pilots available for 
interview but Capt. Lausman stressed that the drills were not 
substantively different from other annual naval exercises 
between the U.S. and South Korea despite recent threats from 
Pyongyang against Seoul. 

He also welcomed the prospect of further three-way 
exercises with Japan to foster coordination and boost security 
and expressed openness to further naval cooperation with 
China. 

“The invitation is with every country that we meet in 
international waters,” he said when asked if drills with China 
would be a possibility. 

Return to Index 
 

6. USS George Washington Leads Joint Maneuvers With S. Korea 
(HAWAII REPORTER 25 JUN 12) ... Steve Herman 

USS GEORGE WASHINGTON, Yellow Sea -- In a show 
of force that South Korea's military says is meant as a warning 
to North Korea, a U.S. naval carrier strike group is conducting 
maritime maneuvers with South Korea off the coast of the 
tense peninsula. 

The USS George Washington is leading its carrier strike 
group, part of a flotilla of 10 warships and submarines, off the 
west coast of the Korean peninsula. Also participating in this 
three-day exercise, which ends Monday, are hundreds of 
combat aircraft. In all, 8,000 military personnel of the United 
States and South Korea are involved. 

The tailhook of an incoming U.S. Navy F-18 fighter jet is 
grabbed by an arresting wire on the flight deck of theGeorge 
Washington in international waters, about 200 kilometers 
south of the disputed maritime border between the two 
Koreas. 

For hours at a time planes are landing and being 
catapulted off the 330-meter-long carrier. 

South Korea's military is characterizing this and other 
current exercises as containing a potent message to North 
Korea. To paraphrase that message: Pyongyang, this is what 
you will face if you dare to carry out another act of aggression. 

Both North Korean and Chinese officials have expressed 
concern about a U.S. aircraft carrier returning to these waters, 
warning that the joint naval exercise threatens the region's 
peace and stability. 

But the commanding officer of the USS George 
Washington, Captain David Lausman, says the presence of his 
carrier's strike group here is a routine opportunity to improve 
coordination with South Korea's navy. 

“The only point of this exercise right now for the U.S. and 
Republic of Korea: we are working together," he said. "The 
invitation is to do this with every country that we meet in 
international waters.” 

And, Lausman says, that invitation includes China. 
With such a show of force underway by the U.S. and 

South Korean navies - including destroyers, frigates, fighter 
jets, early warning aircraft and submarines - Pyongyang and 
China have limited their responses to rhetoric. 

While U.S. Navy officers are keeping silent on the 
scenario for this unnamed exercise, their South Korean 
counterparts indicate it simulates searching for and destroying 
North Korean submarines and tracking a long-range missile 
launch from the North. 

Such a launch was conducted on April 13. What 
Pyongyang described as a peaceful attempt to place a 
observation satellite into orbit was widely seen as a test of 
ballistic missile technology meant to give it the capability of 
delivering a nuclear warhead across the Pacific. The rocket 
broke up minutes after launch and its parts fell into waters 
close to where these naval maneuvers are now being held. 
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7. U.S. Submarine Docks At Subic 
(PHILIPPINE STAR 25 JUN 12) ... Alexis Romero 

A nuclear-powered attack submarine of the United States 
Navy arrived yesterday for a port call in Subic Bay, Zambales 
amid tension between the Philippines and China over Panatag 
(Scarborough) Shoal. 

The USS Louisville would replenish supplies and give its 
crew an opportunity to take their rest and relaxation, according 
to a statement from the U.S. embassy. 

The embassy said the routine port call “highlights the 
strong historic, community, and military connections between 
the United States and the Republic of the Philippines.” The 
Louisville is the second U.S. attack submarine to visit the 

Philippines since Washington announced plans to boost its 
presence in the Asia-Pacific region. 

The first was the USS North Carolina, which docked in 
Subic Bay last May. 

The port call was made as China and the Philippines are 
in a standoff in Panatag Shoal, located 124 nautical miles from 
the coast of Masinloc, Zambales. 

The military, however, clarified that the visit of the 
Louisville has nothing to do with the territorial dispute 
between the Philippines and China. 
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“(The ship) has no mission in the Philippines except 
replenishment. That was stated in its diplomatic clearance. 
They have no activity involving the Philippine Navy,” said 
Navy spokesman Col. Omar Tonsay. 

He said there is nothing unusual even if the Louisville’s 
visit came just a month after North Carolina’s port call. 

“I don’t see anything unusual there if they will just 
replenish here in the Philippines. It’s normal for ships to 
replenish,” Tonsay said, adding that it was the U.S. that sought 
clearance for the port call. 

The Louisville will dock in Subic Bay until June 30. The 
fast attack Los Angeles-class submarine is the fourth U.S. ship 
to bear the name of the city of Louisville, Kentucky. 

Journalists were not allowed to cover the visit of the 
submarine, which was commissioned on Nov. 8, 1986 at the 
Naval Submarine Base in New London, Connecticut. 

The Louisville is 360 feet long, weighs 6,900 tons, and is 
armed with sophisticated MK48 torpedoes and Tomahawk 
cruise missiles. 

The standoff in Panatag Shoal started on April 10 after 
Chinese maritime surveillance ships barred the Philippine 
Navy from arresting Chinese fishermen who were caught 
poaching and illegally harvesting endangered marine species 
in the area. 

Manila had protested Beijing’s actions in the shoal, which 
is within the Philippines’ 200- nautical mile exclusive 
economic zone as provided by the United Nations Convention 
on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS). 

China maintained that it has sovereignty over the area 
even if it is a signatory of the UNCLOS. 

Aside from Panatag Shoal, the Philippines is also 
claiming several islets, shoals, reefs and sandbars in the 
Spratlys group of islands, which is also being claimed in 
whole or in part by China, Vietnam, Malaysia, Brunei, and 
Taiwan. 

Early this month, U.S. Defense Secretary Leon Panetta 
said the U.S. is planning to deploy a majority of its naval fleet 
to the Pacific by 2020. 

Speaking to the delegates of the Shangri- La Dialogue in 
Singapore, Panetta said the move is in line with U.S. efforts to 
boost its presence in the Asia Pacific. 

He said the U.S. naval assets would be realigned from a 
roughly 50-50 split between the Pacific and the Atlantic to 
about 60-40 split between those oceans. 

Panetta said the move would involve key assets including 
six aircraft carriers, cruisers, destroyers, littoral combat ships, 
and submarines. 

The U.S. official claimed that the deployment was not 
meant to challenge China, which has been wary of 
Washington’s plan to boost its presence in the region. 

Panetta, nevertheless, said the U.S. is “paying close 
attention” to developments at Panatag Shoal. 

Information Sharing Not Necessary 
Meanwhile, Foreign Affairs Secretary Albert del Rosario 

said sharing with the U.S. the information on Chinese 
intrusion in Philippine waters may not be necessary since 
Washington already has very sophisticated intelligence 
equipment. 

Responding to a question during the Joint Membership 
Meeting of the Makati Business Club and the Management 

Association of the Philippines last month about how the 
Philippines shares with the U.S. information about Chinese 
intrusion, Del Rosario said, “I think we do not have to send 
pictures to the U.S.” 

U.S. Ambassador Harry Thomas Jr. said on Thursday that 
there is no doubt and no question that his government stands 
by its commitments under the Mutual Defense Treaty (MDT). 

Asked about questions and doubts raised on U.S. support 
to the Philippines on the issue of maritime dispute because of 
deep economic ties between the U.S. and China, Del Rosario 
said it is an opinion everybody is entitled to. 

“We stand by our treaty commitment. It’s amazing to me 
that people would question that,” Thomas told the media 
during the first Kapihan sa Embahada. 

He said the U.S. is concerned about the events in the West 
Philippine Sea (South China Sea), including the tensions 
surrounding Panatag Shoal, emphasizing that Washington 
opposes coercion by any nation to advance its claim and the 
U.S. clearly supports the Code of Conduct between China and 
ASEAN. 

But Thomas did not provide a categorical answer when 
asked about the provision in the MDT on an attack on one 
party being considered an attack on the other, saying it is 
hypothetical and the U.S. hopes for deescalation and no 
violence in the disputed waters. 

“All we can say ( is) we stand by our commitments and 
I’m not going to change that. The Secretary of State, the 
President of the United States have also said we stand by our 
treaty commitments,” he said. 

U.S. embassy Political Counselor and acting Deputy 
Chief of Mission Joy Yamamoto said, “The language of the 
MDT demonstrates our very strong commitment to the 
Philippines.” 

Yamamoto and Thomas said the U.S. supports settlement 
of the disputes in the West Philippine Sea towards the use of a 
rules-based regime in accordance with international law and 
the International Tribunal on the Law of the Sea (ITLOS). 

Yamamoto said, “We’ve been very consistent throughout 
the dispute in supporting international law and settlement of 
this kind of dispute under international law, so we would 
support China and the Philippines settling the issue through 
international means.” 

China had accused the U.S. of creating tensions in the 
region and repeatedly warned that territorial disputes over the 
West Philippine Sea were issues between China and claimant 
countries. 

Beijing said it would not allow U.S. involvement in 
territorial disputes. 

The ambassador said the U.S. has been very clear that it 
takes no side in territorial disputes or cross-cutting claims 
between several states, not just China, but urged all parties to 
sit down and iron out disputes in a peaceful and legal manner. 

Although the U.S. position is not to get involved in 
territorial disputes, Secretary of State Hillary Clinton recently 
testified before the Senate Foreign Relations Committee 
hearing concerns on the U.S. accession to UNCLOS, where 
she said Chinese claims exceeded what was permitted by the 
UNCLOS. 

Return to Index 
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8. Four U.S. Navy Minesweepers Arrive In The Gulf 
(REUTERS 25 JUN 12) ... Daniel Fineren and Marcus George 

DUBAI -- Four U.S. minesweepers have arrived in the 
Gulf to bolster the U.S. Fifth Fleet and ensure the safety of 
shipping routes, the U.S. Navy said, as an Iranian military 
chief suggested on Monday that Iran might try to block the 
Strait of Hormuz to defend its interests. 

The four additional mine countermeasures (MCM) ships 
arrived on Saturday and are scheduled for a seven-month 
deployment in an area of operations that includes the Gulf, 
Gulf of Oman, Red Sea and parts of the Indian Ocean. 

The area also includes two other critical shipping choke 
points of the Suez Canal and the Strait of Bab al Mandab 
between the southern tip of Yemen and Africa. 

"MCM ships conduct operations with coalition forces in 
order to ensure the continued, safe flow of maritime traffic in 
international waterways," the U.S. Navy said in a statement 
late on Sunday. 

Tensions between Iran and the West over the Islamic 
Republic's nuclear programme have raised fears that Iran 
might try to block Hormuz - a vital shipping route for the 
global economy - if it is prevented from exporting its own oil 
by western sanctions that are to tighten again on July 1. 

The commander of Iran's ground forces, Ahmad-Reza 
Pourdastan, was quoted by the Iranian Student News Agency 
(ISNA) on Monday as saying Iran might use its influence over 
the Strait of Hormuz to defend its interests. 

More than a third of all seaborne traded oil was shipped 
through Hormuz last year, according to the U.S. Energy 
Information Administration (EIA), and even a brief blockage 
could cause price spikes that threaten global economic growth. 

The USS Sentry, Devastator, Pioneer and Warrior are 
designed to clear mines from vital waterways, supporting a 
U.S. Central Command request for more MCM support, the 
U.S. Navy statement said. 
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GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
9. Turkey Rallies Allies Over Syria’s Downing Of Jet 
More pressure, but not military confrontation, sought over incident 
(WASHINGTON POST 26 JUN 12) ... Colum Lynch and Liz Sly 

UNITED NATIONS — The Turkish government sought 
Monday to galvanize support in NATO and at the United 
Nations for a tough response to Syria’s downing of a Turkish 
fighter jet, but it left its partners confident that it is not 
preparing a military response. 

With tensions rising over the Syrian government’s 15-
month-old crackdown on opposition groups, Turkey appeared 
to be pursuing a carefully calibrated strategy aimed at securing 
an unambiguous international condemnation of Syria while 
ensuring that the incident doesn’t spiral into a shooting war 
between the neighbors. 

“We would like to see more pressure from our allies, 
particularly more leadership from the United States,” said a 
senior Turkish official, who spoke on the condition of 
anonymity to discuss diplomatic and military issues. “That’s 
what we are trying to mobilize.” 

Concerns that Turkey might respond militarily were 
heightened when its government disclosed Monday that Syrian 
forces had fired briefly at a second Turkish aircraft as it 
searched for the downed pilots of the first plane Friday. 
Relations between the two neighbors have deteriorated sharply 
in recent months. 

Turkey has become a haven for Syrian refugees and for 
defectors from the Syrian military. Turkish news outlets 
reported Monday that a fresh wave of defectors had recently 
crossed the border, including a general, two colonels and at 
least 33 soldiers. But officers with the rebel Free Syrian Army, 
which is based in southern Turkey, said the defections were 
not new. Such announcements are often delayed so defectors 
can ensure their families are safe. 

As NATO members prepared to meet Tuesday to discuss 
the Friday attack on the Turkish fighter jet off the Syrian 

coast, the United States and other allies denounced the 
incident. 

Meeting in Luxembourg on Monday, European Union 
foreign ministers condemned the “unacceptable shooting 
down by Syria of a Turkish military plane” and praised the 
Turkish government for its “measured and responsible initial 
reaction.” The E.U. imposed new sanctions aimed at Syrian 
banking, military and state media entities, according to British 
Foreign Secretary William Hague, and will strengthen the 
arms embargo to explicitly prohibit the insurance of arms 
shipments. 

White House spokesman Jay Carney said, “We will work 
with Turkey and other partners to hold the [Syrian] regime 
accountable.” 

The United States and its European partners appeared 
keen to avoid being drawn into a military confrontation with 
Syria. “What happened is to be considered very seriously,” 
said Dutch Foreign Minister Uri Rosenthal. But he added, 
“We do not go for any interventions.” 

Turkey and Syria offered sharply conflicting accounts of 
what occurred, with Ankara insisting that the plane was shot 
down in international airspace, 13 nautical miles from the 
Syrian coast, after it inadvertently crossed briefly into Syrian 
airspace while on a routine mission to test Turkish radar 
systems. 

“The shooting came without any prior warning,” Ertugrul 
Apakan, Turkey’s ambassador to the United Nations, wrote in 
a letter to the U.N. Security Council that was obtained 
Monday. “In fact, both Turkish and Syrian radar and radio 
records testify that our aircraft was shot [in] international 
airspace.” 

Syrian Foreign Ministry spokesman, Jihad Makdissi, said 
the Turkish jet was flying low and fast in Syrian airspace, 
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about one mile from the coast, when it was downed by 
gunners, who didn’t realize it was Turkish. 

“Syria reacted to the breach,” Makdissi said at a news 
conference in Damascus. “We had to react immediately. Even 
if the plane was Syrian, we would have shot it down.” 

He also cautioned against NATO involvement in Syria. “I 
want to reassure everyone that the Syrian territories, waters 
and airspace are sacrosanct for the Syrian army,” he said. 

Turkey called Tuesday’s NATO meeting in Brussels 
under Article 4 of the NATO charter, which allows 
consultations in case of a threat. It is not considered as serious 
a step as Article 5, which requires members to help defend any 
ally that is under attack. 

A NATO official, speaking on the customary condition of 
anonymity, noted that the organization’s secretary general has 
repeatedly stated that “NATO has no plans to intervene 
whatsoever in Syria, and that has not changed.” 

The senior Turkish official said his government would 
offer NATO ambassadors on Tuesday a detailed description of 
the downing of the plane. The Turks are not expected to ask 
for military retaliation. Rather, he said, they want Syria to 
understand that Turkey and its NATO allies will meet any 
future incident with force. “We need to see that this 
organization is solid in support of our position and that if 
something serious happens they will be solidly behind us,” he 
said. 

At the same time, he said, the Turkish delegation at the 
United Nations is citing the incident as evidence of the need 
for tougher Security Council resolutions against Syria. 

Diplomatic efforts to rein in the violence in Syria, which 
has killed more than 10,000 people, have stalled in recent 
weeks. 
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10. Russia Plans To Keep Syrian Base – Navy Chief 
(RUSSIA TODAY 25 JUN 12) 

TARTUS NAVAL BASE, Syria -- Russia is not planning 
to abandon its Mediterranean naval base in the Syrian port of 
Tartus, the commander in chief of the Russian Navy has 
announced. 

“We need this base, it is functioning and it will keep on 
functioning further,” the RIA Novosti news agency quoted 
Vice Admiral Viktor Chirkov as saying. The admiral added 
that Russia needed the base to supply its navy ships on combat 
duty in the Mediterranean Sea, the Bay of Aden and in the 
Indian Ocean. 

Russia has had the supply base in the Syrian port of 
Tartus since Soviet times. It is not a full-fledged military base, 
but there are about 50 servicemen permanently stationed at the 
port and a special vessel for ship repairs. 

Earlier this month Russian news agencies were posting 
conflicting reports on the developments around the Tartus 

base. Some said that two amphibious ships and a tugboat were 
headed towards Syria, while others quoted navy officials 
denying that those events had transpired. 

The latest Russian mission in the area involved an Iman 
tanker with an anti-terrorist team on board sailing through this 
past May. 

Russia also planned a patrol of the Syrian coast by the 
Moscow missile-carrying cruiser in May, but those plans were 
ultimately canceled. 

A Russian cargo vessel allegedly carrying weapons and 
military supplies pulled into Tartus on May 26. Russia refuted 
claims the ship had brought in weapons that could be used 
against the Syrian opposition, saying that it was only 
providing President Assad with defensive armaments. 
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11. Bulava 'De Facto' Enters Service – Navy Chief 
(RIA NOVOSTI 25 JUN 12) 

MOSCOW -- The Bulava sea-based ballistic missile has 
de facto entered service, Navy chief Vice Adm. Viktor 
Chirkov said on Monday. 

“The Bulava missile has de facto been adopted for service 
with the Navy and the de jure paperwork is being completed,” 
Chirkov said. 

The Bulava (SS-NX-30) SLBM, developed by the 
Moscow Institute of Thermal Technology (since 1998), carries 
up to 10 MIRV warheads and has a range of over 8,000 
kilometers (5,000 miles). The three-stage ballistic missile is 
designed for deployment on Borey-class nuclear submarines. 

Only 11 of 18 or 19 test launches of the troubled Bulava 
have been officially declared successful. 

However, some analysts suggest that in reality the number 
of failures is considerably higher. Despite several previous 
failures officially blamed on manufacturing faults, the Russian 
military has insisted that there is no alternative to the Bulava. 

Last week the St. Petersburg City Court sentenced two 
university professors to long prison terms for selling military 
secrets to China, including data on the Bulava missile system. 
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12. For London Olympics, Britain Calls Up The Military 
Ground troops, fighter jets and perhaps missiles will reinforce police in Britain's largest peacetime security 
operation. Some residents see it as overkill. 
(LOS ANGELES TIMES 26 JUN 12) ... Henry Chu 

LONDON — To maintain security in the world's latest 
hot spot, Britain is deploying spy planes, helicopters with 

snipers and the biggest warship in the Royal Navy's fleet. Up 
to 13,500 ground troops will be backed by more than 20,000 
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private guards. State-of-the-art radar systems and a carpet of 
security cameras will provide 24-hour surveillance. 

Luckily, the theater of operation is up close and personal. 
Let the London Games begin. 
The massive military mobilization, which critics contend 

is overkill, is a key component of the extraordinary security 
precautions the British government is taking to keep the 2012 
Summer Olympics safe. 

But don't go calling London, a city that's no stranger to 
deadly terrorist attacks, Kabul-on-Thames. That would be an 
understatement. After all, not even in the Afghan capital are 
British authorities considering plans to deploy surface-to-air 
missiles, some on the rooftops of apartment buildings. And 
more British troops will be assigned to protect the Olympics 
than are stationed in all of Afghanistan. 

Officials boast that they're bringing the full weight of 
Britain's security savvy to bear on the global sporting 
extravaganza, which kicks off July 27. Besides the armed 
forces, Scotland Yard's finest will be on the case, as will the 
country's domestic and foreign intelligence agencies. 

"This is the biggest sporting event in the world, and with 
that comes the huge responsibility to deliver it safely and 
securely. It will require a big operation from the U.K. police, 
supported by the military," said James Brokenshire, the British 
government's minister for crime and security. 

"But," he added, "we are absolutely clear that it will be 
proportionate and reassuring, not overbearing." 

Too late for that, critics say. 
The prospect of thousands of uniformed service personnel 

crawling over crowded London, along with an extra 9,500 
police officers on peak days, has already raised hackles, 
particularly in the East End, site of the main venues. The 
neighborhood is home to a large minority population where 
heavy-handed police tactics have long been a source of 
friction, and some fear the Olympics could exacerbate that. 

Then there's the price tag: $875 million and counting. The 
ballooning cost of security, now twice that previously planned, 
has helped drive up the overall Olympic budget from less than 
$4 billion to $15 billion — this at a time of the most sweeping 
government spending cuts in at least a generation. 

"You need a robust security effort. I just think this goes 
beyond robust into the realms of the surreal sometimes when 
you look at the level of investment," said Stephen Graham, an 
expert on cities and urban life at Newcastle University. 

Some residents worry that London will resemble a 
militarized zone, increasing, not allaying, fear of an attack and 
the feeling of being under siege. 

A foretaste of what lies ahead came during Operation 
Olympic Guardian, eight days of practice maneuvers last 
month on land, water and in the air. 

Royal Air Force fighter jets, to be based in western 
London for the first time since World War II, screamed 
overhead. The behemoth Ocean, the navy's largest vessel, 
plowed its way up the Thames, docking at Greenwich, where 
it will serve as a helicopter launching pad throughout the 
Games. 

Most controversially, surface-to-air missile batteries were 
set up at six sites around the city, including a park in an 
affluent South London neighborhood and on the roof of an 
apartment building close to the main Olympic stadium. (The 
skies above Olympic Park will be prohibited airspace.) 

Dummy missiles were used for the drill. The real ones 
have a range of up to five miles and can streak toward their 
targets at about 2,300 mph, three times the speed of sound. 

Royal Air Force Col. Jon Campbell said the show of force 
was mounted partly as a warning to anyone who might be 
thinking of disrupting the Games. "We're trying to make the 
point now and then fade into the background and let the sport 
do the talking," Campbell said. 

But if the goal was to unnerve would-be terrorists, it 
seems to have succeeded with some residents as well. 

Near one of the proposed battery sites, a multilevel 
housing project in East London, "you have some people 
saying, 'What happens if the missiles become a target and 
terrorists try to take the tower block out by exploding them?'" 
said Flash Bristow, chairwoman of a residents association. 

"The trouble is that we just don't know what's going on," 
Bristow said. "All that people have got is their imagination." 

The government says it hasn't made a definitive decision 
whether to deploy the missile batteries. 

The last time a British missile was fired "in anger" was 30 
years ago, during the Falklands War, thousands of miles away. 
Aghast at their potential use over London, one former artillery 
officer wrote a letter to the Guardian newspaper questioning 
whether the government understood the repercussions of 
shooting down a low-flying craft above a densely populated 
area, an action that would rain debris and possibly deadly 
cargo such as biological weapons on the people below. 

Military officials decline to speculate about "collateral 
damage." But Campbell said any decision to launch a missile 
during the Olympics would have to be made at the highest 
level of government, given the "major, world-changing 
consequences as a result of that happening." 

More subtly, residents and civil liberties activists worry 
about how police will deal with the community around 
Olympic Park, a gritty urban area where the elderly shop, 
teenagers hang out and working folk like to stop at the pub for 
a pint on the way home. 

"We are really concerned … whether the perception of 
them is that they're in the way, and if they are in the way, how 
will they be treated?" said Estelle du Boulay of the Newham 
Monitoring Project, a local civil rights organization. 

Racial profiling is already a major grievance in the 
neighborhood. In addition to their power to stop and search, 
police have been given the authority to disperse any group of 
two or more people. 

"It's a majority black and Asian community, so just by 
virtue of that, those communities that are hit hardest are the 
black and Asian communities and marginalized communities," 
Du Boulay said. 

Chris Allison, assistant commissioner of the Metropolitan 
Police Service, or Scotland Yard, said police have tried to be 
sensitive to local concerns. 

The Olympic security operation, the biggest in Britain's 
peacetime history, is being led by the police, with the military 
providing reinforcements. Allison declined to specify how 
many officers from his 32,000-strong force would patrol 
London's streets during the Games, but he noted that they 
would be bolstered by 9,500 extra officers on the busiest days, 
some supplied by other constabularies around the country. 

As many as 7,500 British troops will help maintain 
security at the various sporting venues, along with 20,000 
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privately contracted guards. About 5,000 soldiers will be on 
hand to back up the police in the event of a disaster or 
emergency — think of the riots across England last August — 
and 1,000 more will offer logistical support. 

No troops will be on the streets on general patrol, Allison 
said. 

"You'll see police officers out there, but it'll be the 
traditional unarmed British bobby working with the consent of 
the community," he said. 

Allison brushed off rumors that Scotland Yard would use 
the Olympics to test new policing technology on an 
unsuspecting populace. He said that authorities had upgraded 

their radio system and that additional surveillance cameras 
with license-plate recognition capabilities would be installed 
throughout London, mostly in the Olympic Park area. 

"My sincere hope is that nobody will notice any 
difference to the policing they receive," Allison said. "We 
need to build a security regime … that keeps the athletes and 
spectators secure, but that is not oppressive." 

His comments echoed Prime Minister David Cameron, 
who said recently, "I'm determined that this will feel like a 
sporting event with a really serious security operation rather 
than a security operation with a really serious sporting event." 
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13. Agreement Reached On Disputed Territory 
Philippines: Chinese boats leave disputed lagoon 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 22 JUN 12) 

MANILA, Philippines — China has withdrawn its boats 
from the lagoon of a tiny South China Sea shoal following an 
agreement with the Philippines that at least temporarily eases 
the countries' territorial dispute, officials in Manila said 
Monday. 

The Philippine government pulled out its two vessels 
from Scarborough Shoal on June 15, and President Benigno 
Aquino III last week threatened to send them back unless 
China also withdrew. 

Foreign Secretary Albert del Rosario said that he had 
received information that all boats had left the shoal's lagoon 
as of Saturday. He said earlier that China and the Philippines 
had reached a verbal agreement to pull out from the lagoon. 
Department of Foreign Affairs spokesman Raul Hernandez 
later said an unspecified number of Chinese ships remained in 
the wider vicinity of the shoal. 

Both countries claim the territory. Tensions flared in 
April when the Philippines accused Chinese fishermen of 
poaching within its exclusive economic zone, which includes 
the shoal. China responded by sending paramilitary vessels to 
protect the fishermen. 

Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesman Hong Lei said at a 
regular briefing in Beijing that the situation at the Huangyan 
Islands — the Chinese name for Scarborough Shoal — "is 
overall toward peace." He did not comment on the Philippines' 
statement that Chinese vessels had withdrawn from the 
lagoon. 

He said that Chinese vessels "have been running the ... 
islands and the nearby waters and standing on alert." 

The horseshoe-shaped shoal, a popular hunting ground for 
Filipino and Chinese fishermen, is one of the hundreds of tiny 
outcrops and islands dotting the South China Sea, one of the 
world's busiest shipping lanes and an area believed to be rich 
in natural gas and oil. 

China, the Philippines, Taiwan, Brunei, Malaysia and 
Vietnam claim the nearby Spratly Islands, where disputes have 
occasionally triggered naval clashes. A nonbinding 2002 
accord discourages aggressive acts that could spark fighting. 

On Philippine-controlled Pag-asa Island, Mayor Eugenio 
Bito-onon announced Sunday the opening of a small 
kindergarten for a tiny community of Filipino settlers. In 
Beijing, Lei responded to the kindergarten by saying that his 
government opposed "any action that violates China's 
jurisdiction." 

"We hope relevant countries comply with the laws and do 
not engage in acts that will aggravate the South China Sea 
tension," he said. 

The United States, meanwhile, dispatched a nuclear-
powered submarine to the former U.S. base at Subic in the 
northwestern Philippines facing the South China Sea. 

The American Embassy in Manila said the USS 
Louisville was making a routine port call to highlight historic 
and military relations with the Philippines. It was the second 
publicly announced visit of a U.S. submarine in recent months 
amid the tensions between China and the Philippines, as 
Manila turns to Washington for military aid. 
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14. S.Korea To Build Navy Base On Frontline Island 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 26 JUN 12) 

SEOUL — South Korea's navy is to build an advance 
base on a frontline island to bolster defences near the disputed 
Yellow Sea border with North Korea, officials said on 
Tuesday. 

The navy has been given local government approval to 
reclaim 23,489 square metres (250,000 square feet) at 
Baengnyeong island to build the base, said an official at 
Incheon city, west of Seoul, which oversees the islands. 

The defence ministry said the navy would build a dock for 
small warships but declined to give details. 

Yonhap news agency said the new base would include 
barracks and a training ground and accommodate about 100 
troops. It would be completed by the end of 2014 at a cost of 
42.5 billion won ($36.6 million). 

Baengnyeong is one of five South Korean islands near the 
boundary drawn by United Nations forces after the 1950-53 
war. Pyongyang refuses to accept the line and insists it should 
be moved southwards. 

The border was the scene of deadly naval clashes in 1999, 
2002 and 2009. In November 2010 the North shelled one of 
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the five islands, Yeonpyeong, and killed four South Koreans 
including two civilians. 

The South has since strengthened manpower and 
weaponry on the islands to forestall any fresh attack. North 

Korea has reportedly completed a base for troop-carrying 
hovercraft at Koampo, 50 kilometres (31 miles) north of 
Baengnyeong. 
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15. Japan To Boost Defense In Pacific, Minister Says 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 26 JUN 12) ... Yuka Hayashi 

TOKYO—Japan's new defense minister said the 
government is preparing to enhance its air and sea defense 
capabilities to protect islands and waters in the nation's 
southwest, part of the broad swath of the western Pacific 
where China has increased its maritime activities in recent 
years. 

"Japan has 6,800 islands, and territory that stretches over 
3,300 kilometers [2,000 miles]; it's necessary to have troops at 
its southwestern end to beef up our warning and surveillance 
capability," Satoshi Morimoto told The Wall Street Journal on 
Monday in his first interview with a non-Japanese news 
organization since he took office this month. 

"We must defend without fail our sovereign rights and our 
land that includes the Senkaku islands," he added, referring to 
a chain of islands also claimed by China, which calls them 
Diaoyu. "We must strengthen our overall defense capability in 
the southwest." 

Mr. Morimoto also said one of his priorities as defense 
minister is to push for policies that will strengthen the bilateral 
alliance with the U.S. "The most important task for people 
who think about Japan's national security and build its policy 
is making the alliance even more reliable," he said. 

Mr. Morimoto brings to the embattled government of 
Prime Minister Yoshihiko Noda a combination of a 
nonpolitical résumé and first-class knowledge of national 
security that has generated rare excitement among the public. 
He also comes with unapologetically hawkish views on how 
Japan should protect itself amid rising geopolitical tensions in 
East Asia. 

Tapping Mr. Morimoto was a gamble for Mr. Noda, who 
is struggling to pass a controversial tax bill in a divided 
parliament and facing a possible breakup of his own party. 

Mr. Morimoto, 71 years old, has an unusual background 
for a Japanese cabinet minister. He isn't an elected official and 
his unconventional career path included 14 years in uniform at 
the Air Self-Defense Force, a stint as a civilian foreign-service 
officer, and nearly two decades as a college professor. 

His conservative views on defense issues are 
controversial. They are characterized by staunch support of the 
bilateral security alliance with the U.S. and a hard-line stance 
toward Japan's neighbors, namely China and North Korea. 

As a frequent contributor to conservative daily the Sankei 
Shimbun, Mr. Morimoto described the 2010 Senkaku-Diaoyu 
spat as having uncovered "China's unilateral, coercive and 
naked intention to expand its maritime rule." 

Calling for Japan's Self-Defense Forces to assist allied 
troops during the Iraq war in 2003, he said the Japanese owed 
their "prosperous and stable livelihoods to the U.S.-Japan 
alliance." Some had criticized such cooperation, saying it 

would violate Japan's so-called postwar peace constitution, 
which restricts the use of military forces abroad, but Mr. 
Morimoto insisted the alternative would be worse: "Those 
who want to ditch the alliance should realize the alternative 
would be rearming ourselves, and doing so with nuclear 
weapons." 

Such views are in contrast to those presented by leaders of 
Mr. Noda's Democratic Party of Japan when it came to power 
in 2009, promising closer ties with China and moving an 
unpopular U.S. base off Okinawa, hub of the U.S. military 
presence in Japan. 

Mr. Morimoto had served briefly as a national-security 
adviser to the conservative Liberal Democratic Party before 
the LDP was ousted by the DPJ's election win. 

Mr. Noda's choice of Mr. Morimoto—after two 
consecutive defense ministers were forced out over gaffes and 
missteps since Mr. Noda took office last September—appears 
to be paying off. In an opinion poll published by the Nihon 
Keizai Shimbun daily on Monday, 54% of those surveyed 
supported Mr. Morimoto's appointment, compared with 24% 
who opposed it. 

Since becoming defense chief, Mr. Morimoto has toned 
down his rhetoric. Although he stressed that the Senkaku 
islands are "Japan's unique territory, from both historical and 
legal perspectives," he described in the interview on Monday 
China's recent response to the new tension over the islands as 
"very well-restrained." 

The minister also said some friction with China is 
inevitable "as our national interest are different," but he added: 
"I believe it's extremely important Japan and China improve 
our mutual cooperation and understanding, and play our 
respective roles to stabilize the maritime environment in this 
region." 

To prepare Tokyo's troops for new challenges, he said 
Japan is negotiating with Washington to have the soldiers of 
its army, known as the Ground Self-Defense Forces, trained 
for island defense by U.S. Marines stationed on Okinawa. 

The continuing realignment of U.S. troops in Japan, he 
added, creates opportunities to increase bilateral cooperation 
and strengthen Japan's defense power through the shared use 
of U.S. bases in Okinawa and the building of joint training 
facilities. 

"The Japan-U.S. alliance has evolved over time, but what 
hasn't changed fundamentally, and what will not change, is the 
fact that the alliance plays an extremely important role in 
promoting peace and stability in the Asia-Pacific region," Mr. 
Morimoto said. "The most important task for people who think 
about Japan's national security and build its policy is making 
the alliance even more reliable." 
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16. Chinese Navy Vessel "Zhenghe" Pays Goodwill Visit To Canada 
(XINHUA NEWS AGENCY (CHINA) 26 JUN 12) 

HALIFAX, Canada -- The Chinese Navy training vessel 
"Zhenghe" arrived in the eastern Canadian port city of Halifax 
on Monday, starting a three-day goodwill visit to the country. 

While the People's Liberation Army (PLA)'s ocean-going 
training ship slowly entered the port of Halifax, it was warmly 
received by the Chinese Defence Attache in Canada Li 
Daozhong, some 300 members from local Chinese 
communities as well as high-ranking Canadian officers. 

A welcoming ceremony was held by the Canadian 
Maritime Forces at the jetty, where ship commander Liao 
Shining, escorted by David Gardam, commander of Canadian 
Maritime Forces Atlantic/Joint Task Force Atlantic, inspected 
the Canadian Navy's guard of honor. 

Gardam said in his speech that with the Chinese military 
and Canadian military learning from each other and 
conducting high-level exchanges,the arrival of "Zhenghe" is 
part of the visiting plan between both sides. He noted the 
Royal Canadian Navy wishes to expand the cooperation with 
PLA Navy. 

Liao, also deputy chief of staff of the PLA Navy, told the 
Canadian officers and sailors that the main purpose of this 
visit is to promote the ideal of "a harmonious world and a 
harmonious ocean," as well as to strengthen the friendship and 
cooperation between the two countries and the two Navies. 

During their stay in Halifax, the Chinese officers will visit 
the mayor of Halifax Regional Municipality and the 
headquarters of Canadian Maritime Forces Atlantic. 

Chinese sailors and cadets will make a tour of Canadian 
Forces Naval Engineering School and HMCS TORONTO, 
and then play a friendship soccer match with Canadian 
counterparts. 

Canada is the seventh stop of the vessel's five-month 
global voyage, which started from China's northeastern port 
city of Dalian in mid-April. 

The vessel "Zhenghe," named after a famed Chinese 
maritime explorer who sailed overseas about 600 years ago, 
has a scheduled route of more than 30,000 nautical miles, and 
is expected to pay port calls to 11 countries and working visits 
to three countries during its global voyage. 
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17. Indian Navy Set To Complete Nuclear Triad: Admiral Verma 
(PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 25 JUN 12) 

LONDON -- With the Navy poised to attain a retaliatory 
nuclear strike capability, India will soon have a "credible and 
invulnerable" deterrent nuclear triad in place, Navy Chief 
Admiral Nirmal Verma said here today. 

Verma said such a nuclear triad was required in view of 
India's 'no first-use' policy. 

Setting out his analysis of India's maritime security, 
Admiral Verma, who is here on a three-day visit as part of a 
bilateral Indian Navy-Royal Navy interaction, said there was 
increasing awareness in India that "the destiny of our nation is 
entwined with our maritime destiny.” 

"A retaliatory strike capability that is credible and 
invulnerable is an imperative. The Navy is poised to complete 
the triad, and our maritime and nuclear doctrines would then 
be aligned to ensure that our nuclear insurance will come from 
the sea," he said while addressing a conference in London. 

India is developing a retaliatory strike capability through 
weapon systems from land, air and sea. It is believed that it 
already has the capability to do so from land and air. 

It will have the capability to do so with the induction of 
the indigenous INS Arihant nuclear submarine which is 
expected to be launched for sea trials in near future. 

Observing that Asian nations were growing at different 
rates, in different ways, and different economic models, 
Verma expressed concern over the fact that "it may lead to 
rapid military growth, non-compliance with the norms of 
international law, and the use or threat of the use of force." 

"Three of the world's four largest economies will be in 
Asia. Many nations widely perceived to be 'rogue', or 'failed 
states', also belong to the same region. The region is also 
recognised by many as the 'primary loci' of 'ostensible' non-
state threats in the world," he said commenting on the regional 
scenario by the year 2025. 

"Juxtaposed with these entities are three of the world's 
four largest Armies, and at least four declared nuclear weapon 
states... Certainly not a dull neighborhood!" he said. 

Admiral Verma said in view of the situation, the Navy has 
adopted a capability-based, rather than a threat-based 
approach for future growth. 

"We have articulated a perspective plan that lays out a 
roadmap for development of capability upto 2027... Our 
indigenous aircraft carrier project, besides the ongoing 
construction of destroyers and frigates, LCA (Navy) and 
strategic submarine programmes are a few examples," he said. 

He said the Indigenous Aircraft Carrier (IAC) programme 
is planned to be a continuing process over the next decade-
plus, as part of the Navy's medium-term aim of having at least 
two fully operational and combat-worthy carriers available at 
any given time. 

Verma said of the 47 ships and submarines presently on 
order, 44 are from Indian shipyards. 

The induction programme of various vessels, he said, has 
been structured to continue at a pace such that over the next 
five years we expect to induct ships and submarines at an 
average rate of 5 platforms per year provided the yards deliver 
as per contracted timelines. 

"Our air element is also being strengthened, with the 
induction of Mig 29K fighters, P8I maritime reconnaissance 
aircraft as well as multirole helicopters," he said. 

Meanwhile, Navy officials have said the third stealth 
frigate INS Sahyadri will be inducted into operational service 
on July 21. 

This would be the third of the Shivalik Class stealth 
frigates being produced indigenously by the Mazagon 
Dockyards Limited. 

Admiral Verma also said that the Indian Navy has been 
working with its counterparts in China, Japan and South 
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Korea, to end the scourge of sea piracy and India's efforts had 
"nearly eradicated piracy in our waters.” 

Verma said: "It may surprise some to know that our anti-
piracy operations have thus far been coordinated trilaterally 
with the Chinese and Japanese and very recently this initiative 
has included the South Korean navy. Such are the 
opportunities in the maritime environment.” 

Expressing satisfaction over the increasing allocation for 
the navy in the defence budget, Admiral Verma said: "Right 
until 1981 the Navy was constantly under 9 per cent of the 
Defence Budget and during times of crises, it was between 3 
to 4 per cent. 

"This year we crossed the 18 per cent mark, with the 
Defence budget at USD 36 Billion.” 

He added: "Though, in my view this is still a shade short - 
the important takeaway is that there is an increasing realisation 
that the destiny of our nation is entwined with our maritime 
destiny.” 

A generation ago, he said the Chief of Indian Navy would 
have had to contend with the challenges posed by what he 
called a national psyche of 'sea blindness'. 

"Today, we are in gratitude of the efforts of our Veteran 
community that we suffer no such impediment. The 
Government of India is completely seized of the imperative to 
have a credible maritime force that is commensurate to the 
requirements of our national interests given the compulsions 
of budgetary boundaries," he said. 

According to him today's global security environment was 
characterised by the changing nature of conflict, the 
predominant feature being that the challenges and their 
possible solutions are globalised in their character. 

"Easy access to disruptive technology, sophisticated arms 
and distorted ideologies, have resulted in the emergence of 
non-state, trans-state as well as state-supported actors who are 
employing asymmetric means to damage political as well as 
social structures.” 

"Nanotechnology, robotics, biotechnology, nuclear 
proliferation and cyber warfare may change future warfare in 
unforeseen ways. We have had to recalibrate our responses 
accordingly.” 
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18. How Indian Navy Is Expanding And Modernizing 
(PURPLE BERET MAGAZINE (INDIA) 25 JUN 12) ... Nitin Gokhale 

NEW DELHI -- Last fortnight, Vikramaditya, formerly 
Adm. Gorshkov, a 45,000-tonne displacement aircraft carrier 
built in Russia began its sea trials, six months before it is 
handed over to the Indian Navy on December 4, the Navy 
Day. 

Last week, four frontline warships finished a port call in 
Shanghai at the end of a sustained overseas deployment as part 
of India's 'Look East' Policy. The four Indian Navy ships, 
Rana, Shivalik, Karmukh and Shakti, under the command of 
Rear Admiral P Ajit Kumar, Flag Officer Commanding 
Eastern Fleet are on an operational deployment to the South 
China Sea and North West Pacific. Earlier in the deployment, 
the first bi-lateral maritime exercise between India and Japan 
'JIMEX 12' (Japan India Maritime Exercise) was conducted, 
coinciding with the commemoration of 60 years of diplomatic 
relations between India and Japan. 

According to the Indian Navy, even as the four ships of 
the Eastern Fleet are in the South China Sea, another ship, INS 
Savitri is currently in Port Victoria, Seychelles. INS Savitri 
will participate in the National Day celebrations of Seychelles 
and thereafter be deployed for about two months to undertake 
surveillance of the Exclusive Economic Zones (EEZ) of 
Seychelles and Mauritius. 

The Indian Navy continues to maintain one Dornier 
aircraft in Seychelles to provide aerial surveillance for the 
Seychelles EEZ. Another Dornier aircraft is actively flying 
from Maldives to meet Maldivian requirements of EEZ 
surveillance and anti-piracy patrols. 

INS Tabar, is on a sustained deployment in the Gulf of 
Aden on convoy escort and anti-piracy patrol. 

Four ships of the Western Fleet have just begun on an 
overseas deployment to Horn of Africa, Red Sea and the 
Western Mediterranean under the command of Rear Admiral 
AR Karve, Flag Officer Commanding, Western Fleet. 

Suddenly, the Indian Navy is the service to watch out for. 

Quietly, it has gathered pace in acquisition and 
modernisation together. Currently it is in the middle of a 
planned expansion designed to cater to emerging maritime 
security challenges in the Indian Ocean Region and beyond. 

For instance, in April, India's latest naval base, INS 
Dweeprakshak(Island protector) was put into operation at 
Kavaratti in Lakshawadeep, the tiny island chain, southwest 
Kerala. Although the Indian navy has had a small presence on 
the strategically important islands for the past decade, its 
decision to open a permanent base emanated from recent 
incidents of piracy very close to these islands. At least 100 
pirates were caught and several piracy attempts foiled in the 
vicinity by the Indian Navy in recent times. 

In a statement, the Navy said: "Indian Navy has been 
operating a detachment at Kavaratti since early eighties. With 
the commissioning of INS Dweeprakshak, the island 
territories would see calibrated strengthening of assets in step 
with their growing relevance to the security calculus of the 
Nation. A firmer footing in the islands, which are spread 
outside some of the busiest shipping lanes of the world, would 
provide the necessary wherewithal to the Indian Navy to 
discharge its responsibilities suitably. Indian Naval Warships 
on patrol would now extend their reach farther with base 
support from INS Dweeprakshak." 

The establishment of this base is in keeping with the 
announcement made by the Chief of Naval Staff, Adm.Nirmal 
Verma. "The Navy is also in the process offsetting up 
Operational Turn Around (OTR) bases, Forward Operating 
Bases and Naval Air Enclaves along the coast which would 
enhance the reach and sustainability of our surveillance effort. 
In 2011the Navy has provided a renewed impetus and focus 
towards creation of operational and administrative 
infrastructure in the Andaman and Nicobar Islands and the 
Lakshadweep and Minicoy Islands. These islands are the 
country's strategic outposts and augmentation of the facilities 
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would enhance our reach and enable extended presence in the 
area," he had said in December2011. 

The Navy's long-term Maritime Capabilities Perspective 
Plan in fact has identified a mix of two major roles for the 
force: One, the traditional blue water operational capability 
and two, a plan to effectively counter threats closer to the 
coast. 

According to the report of the Standing Committee on 
Defence, tabled in Parliament in the last week of April, the 
Navy's short-term plan has the following objectives: 

 Augment airborne maritime surveillance, strike, Anti 
Submarine Warfare and air defence capability 
through induction of shore-based aircraft, integral 
helos, carrier based aircraft, space based AIS and 
UAVs, along with suitable weapons and sensors. 

 Develop ASW (anti-submarine warfare) capability 
through induction of suitable platforms, weapons and 
sensors. 

 Build adequate standoff capability for sea lift and 
Expeditionary Operations to achieve desired power 
projection force levels, influence events ashore and 
undertake Military Operations Other Than War. 

 Induct assets and develop suitable infrastructure to 
augment forces available for Low Intensity Maritime 
Operations (LIMO), protection of off- shore assets 
and Coastal Security framework. 

 Induct force multipliers like satellite based global 
communications, reconnaissance and network 
enabled platforms to achieve Battle-Space dominance 
capability and perform network centric operations. 

 Induct state-of-the-art equipment and specialised 
platforms for Special Forces to enhance niche 
capabilities to conduct Maritime Intervention 
Operations and other envisaged roles. 

 Develop support infrastructure in island territories to 
support the planned force levels as well as support 
infrastructure for ships/submarines/aircrafts at ports 
and airbases. 

Given the extensive plans presented to the Parliament, it 
is evident now that the Indian Navy is in the middle of its most 
ambitious expansion plan in the past three decades. Senior 
officers point out that the Indian Navy's perspective-planning 
in terms of 'force-levels' is now driven by a conceptual shift 
from 'numbers' of platforms -- that is, from the old 'bean-
counting' philosophy -- to one that concentrates on 
'capabilities'. 

Naval HQ says 50 modern ships are currently on order 
with majority being built Indian shipyards. The Parliament's 
Standing Committee on Defence was informed last month that 
while Indian shipyards have made remarkable progress in 

building hulls and associated equipment but still lags behind in 
building and manufacturing weapons and sensors. 

Traditionally the Indian navy has sourced most of its 
ships from the former Soviet Union but over the past decade, 
defence planners have leaned hard on Indian shipbuilding 
yards to deliver a variety of warship for the Indian Navy. 

Two stealth ships-INS Shivalik and INS Satpura-- 
commissioned recently have been designed and built by public 
sector Mazgaon Docks Limited. The order books of India's 
oldest government-owned shipbuilders are full with the Navy 
wanting four more such guided missile frigates over the next 
five years. 

There are more acquisitions in the pipeline. They include: 
four anti-submarine corvettes, four guided missile destroyers, 
three stealth frigates, six Scorpene submarines (being built at 
Mazgaon Docks with French technology and help) and two 
nuclear-powered submarines. 

India's conventional diesel-powered submarine fleet is 
down to single digits right now but with the Russian-built 
Nerpa class nuclear submarine (leased for a decade) joining 
service earlier this year, the submarine arm has got a major 
boost. But the biggest force accretion in recent years has come 
in the form of Boeing Pi-8long range maritime reconnaissance 
(LRMR) plane that gives the Indian Navy a reach and 
capability to mount surveillance way beyond its traditional 
areas of influence. 

According to its near-term plans, the Indian Navy has 
ambitions to become a three Battle Carrier Groups force by 
2020. 

While it's most prestigious acquisition-Russian Aircraft 
Carrier Admiral Gorshkov, to be renamed INS Vikramaditya-
is likely to be inducted into the fleet latest by March 2013, one 
more carrier being built indigenously will most likely join the 
service by 2015. 

Currently India operates a lone Aircraft Carrier, INS 
Viraat, a British-built 1960s vintage ship that is on an 
extended lease of life thanks to the Navy's innovative 
engineers and planners. 

Vikramaditya, once inducted, will give India the much 
needed edge in its maritime capabilities since it will come 
with the latest MiG-29 K series of aircraft. Indian Naval 
Aviators are already hard at work training themselves on the 
planes but away from the ship. 

Defence Minister AK Antony in fact told the Naval 
Commanders conference last month: "India's strategic location 
in the Indian Ocean and the professional capability of our 
Navy bestows upon us a natural ability to play a leading role 
in ensuring peace and stability in the Indian Ocean Region." 

Little wonder than the U.S. wants India and especially the 
Indian Navy to play a major role in its quest to form new and 
lasting regional alliances in Asia as articulated by visiting 
secretary of defence Leon Panetta. 
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PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
19. Panetta, Army Chief Recognize Paralympic Warriors’ Achievements 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 25 JUN 12) ... Army Sgt. 1st Class Tyrone C. Marshall Jr. 

WASHINGTON – Defense Secretary Leon E. Panetta 
today led a Pentagon celebration for wounded warriors who 

competed in Paralympic sports during the 2012 Warrior 
Games. 
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“It is, for me, a real pleasure to have the opportunity to be 
with you today, and to especially be with our warrior athletes 
and their families,” Panetta said. “It’s an honor for me to be 
able to celebrate the remarkable achievements that all of you 
have done, [and] your resilience. 

“I cannot tell you how much you inspire us with your 
courage, with your determination, with athletic prowess, [and] 
with your physical strength,” he added. “It’s an incredible 
inspiration.” 

Panetta was joined by Gen. Ray Odierno, Army chief of 
staff, and Charlie Huebner, chief of Paralympics for the U.S. 
Olympic Committee. 

“It’s an important day for all of us,” Odierno said. “We 
recognize incredibly inspirational and motivated young men 
and women.” 

The Army chief noted that 50 world-class athletes 
representing the Army, Air Force, Navy and Marine Corps, as 
well as U.S. Special Operations Command and the Coast 
Guard, were on hand for the ceremony to represent the 220 
participants in the Warrior Games, held in Colorado Springs, 
Colo., April 30 to May 5. The Marines, Odierno said, won the 
coveted Chairman’s Cup with a total of 89 medals. 

“Athletics has always been key to our military culture,” 
Odierno said. “In 1928, Army Gen. Douglas MacArthur was 
given a leave of absence authorized by the 12th Army chief of 
staff, Gen. Charles Summerall, to serve as the president of the 
American Olympic Committee – predecessor of the U.S. 
Olympic Committee.” 

MacArthur went on to lead the U.S. Olympic team to 
winning the most medals at the 1928 Olympic Games in 
Amsterdam, Odierno said. Women were allowed to compete 
officially for the first time in those games, he noted. 

Panetta praised the perseverance of all the wounded 
warriors for their ability to overcome immense odds. 

“I believe the strength, the integrity, the character of 
many American service members who have persevered in the 
face of huge challenges,” he said. “Their stories represent the 
fighting spirit of the brave men and women who serve on the 
front lines around the world.” 

Panetta referred to Navy Lt. Brad Snyder, who was 
present at the celebration, as an example. Snyder was blinded 
while serving as an explosive ordnance disposal technician, 
the secretary said, but he refused to give up hope. 

“He was determined not to let the loss of his sight stop 
him,” Panetta said, noting that Snyder has competed at a high 
level in track and swimming, earning three gold medals in 
track and four in swimming during the games. Additionally, 
the secretary said, Snyder won all five of his swimming events 
during the U.S. Paralympic swimming trials and set a world-
best time for vision-impaired athletes in the 100- and 200-
meter freestyle events. 

“When Brad steps up to the blocks in London on Sept. 7 
to compete in the Paralympic games, it will be one year to the 
day since his injury,” Panetta said. “Brad, we’re all in awe of 
your determination and personal spirit, and all of us are going 
to be cheering your success in London.” 

The secretary noted that he often meets hospitalized 
warriors just days after they’ve been wounded in battle. “In 
that acute phase of recovery,” he said, “I know that it’s hard 
for some to imagine ever competing for an athletic event.” 

Panetta lauded the “sheer guts” these warrior athletes 
displayed in overcoming their mental and physical obstacles 
and called it “a miracle of emotional, physical and mental 
strength.” 

The defense secretary said the nation owes it to all of its 
wounded warriors to never forget their service and sacrifice, 
and that the Defense Department is committed to helping them 
to return to service or transition to civilian life. 

“The American people and communities throughout our 
nation must be partners in this effort, and they are,” Panetta 
said. “In the past decade of war, we’ve learned a lot about 
treating our wounded warriors, including the value of sports, 
competition, of recreation and strengthening minds and 
strengthening bodies. We owe these brave young people no 
less than the very best. As a nation, we are truly blessed by the 
men and women in uniform who are willing to put their lives 
on the line to protect this country.” 
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20. DoD: Let Commanders Take Firearms From Suicidal Troops 
(NAVY TIMES 02 JUL 12) ... Patricia Kime 

Top Defense and Veterans Affairs Department health 
officials are pressing for new laws that would allow military 
leaders to ask troops about privately owned firearms and 
confiscate them if a service member is suicidal. 

Addressing military leaders and mental health workers at 
a DoD¬VA suicide prevention conference, Assistant Secretary 
of Defense for Health Affairs Dr. Jonathan Woodson asked 
communities to rally behind regulations granting commanders 
more leeway. 

“I would ask all of you to commit to making reasonable 
recommendations that will guide uniformed policy allowing 
separation of privately owned firearms from those deemed to 
be at risk for suicide,” Woodson said June 20, adding that this 
is a public health issue. 

“This is not about authorities imposing regulations. It’s 
about preparing communities to be partners” in preventing 
suicide, he said. 

The push for such legislation continues a dialogue that 
began after passage of the 2011 Defense Authorization Act, 
which included a provision that restricts commanders from 
collecting or recording information on gun ownership by 
troops who live off base. 

The provision, drafted by Sen. James Inhofe, R-Okla., 
says commanders can ask troops about firearms only if they 
first answer yes to questions about whether they are 
considering harming themselves or others. 

The provision was opposed by military leaders who said it 
could result in increased suicides among troops. 

Suicides among active-duty members have risen in the 
first six months of 2012: 154 in the first 155 days of the year, 
an 18 percent increase over the same time frame in 2011, 
according to The Associated Press. 

The National Rifle Association lobbied for the 2011 
provision after it received complaints from active¬-duty 
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personnel on varying installation regulations regarding 
privately owned weapons stored off base. 

Some installations placed limits on the amount of 
ammunition or type of firearm that could be owned. Others 
required service members living off base to register their 
weapons with installation officials. 

In 2010, 175 of the 281 suicides, or 62 percent, involved a 
firearm, according to the Department of Defense Suicide 
Event Report. 

VA Undersecretary for Health Robert Petzel called on 
doctors of all specialties to ask patients about access to 
firearms at every appointment. 

Petzel relayed the story of a veteran who called VA’s 
Veterans Crisis Line because he was chatting on Facebook 
with a despondent friend who was surrounded by firearms. 
During the call, the friend, also a veteran, put a loaded .45-
caliber pistol to his head and fired. The weapon jammed. 

The Crisis Line counselor tracked the veteran to his 
parents’ house and called for help. After the rescue, the 
counselor then assisted the caller. 

“That night, we got two veterans connected to the care 
they need,” Petzel said. 
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21. Full Time Support O6, O5 Retention/Release Boards Announced 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 25 JUN 12) ... From Navy Personnel Command Public Affairs 

MILLINGTON, Tenn. -- The Navy announced the 
cancellation of the full-time support (FTS) commander 
selective early release from active duty (SERAD) board for 
fiscal year 2013 (FY-13) and the convening of the FY-13 FTS 
captain selective retention (SELRET) board via NAVADMIN 
191/12 June 25. 

FTS commander inventory projections eliminated the 
need for an O-5 SERAD board, according to Lt. Cmdr. Kanan 
Ott, FTS officer community manager, Bureau of Naval 
Personnel. 

The annual FTS captain SELRET board, scheduled to 
convene September 11, 2012, complies with the Navy policy 
requiring all FTS captains be continued by a board for service 
beyond three years time-in-grade. 

The board is a force management measure designed to 
align FTS O-6 inventory with Navy end strength requirements, 
allow for reasonable promotion opportunities, and allow for 
the junior officer accessions needed to meet operational 
requirements. 

FTS captains who were promoted during FY-11 will be 
considered for continuation beyond three years time-in-grade 
(first-gate). Also considered for continuation are captains who 
were promoted in FY-08 (second-gate). 

First-gate captains not continued must retire at three years 
time-in-grade while those not continued at the second gate 
must retire not later than the Sept. 1, 2013. 

Captains selected for continuation beyond their second-
gate can continue to serve until they reach 30 years of 
commissioned service or the statutory age limit, whichever is 
earlier. 

Communication or correspondence with the captain 
SELRET board shall follow the same guidelines as with a 
standard promotion board. Captains needing additional 
reference information can visit the general information page 
on the Navy Personnel Command website at 
http://www.public.navy.mil/bupers-
npc/boards/generalboardinfo/. 

The Navy will formally notify captains not selected for 
retention once board proceedings are approved. 

Developing information concerning the board will be 
posted on the Reserve personnel management and FTS 
community manager websites when available at 
http://www.public.navy.mil/bupers-
npc/career/reservepersonnelmgmt or 
http://www.public.navy.mil/bupers-
npc/officer/communitymanagers/reserve/fts. 
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22. Midshipmen Experience Life At Sea Aboard Enterprise 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 25 JUN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Randy Savarese, Enterprise Carrier Strike Group 
Public Affairs 

USS ENTERPRISE, At Sea -- Aircraft carrier USS 
Enterprise (CVN 65) began phase one of its Midshipman 
Summer Cruise Training Program May 25, and will host a 
total of three phases before the program concludes, Aug. 15. 

Nine midshipmen, representing Naval Reserve Officer 
Training Corps (NROTC) programs from the University of 
Michigan, North Carolina State University, Florida 
Agricultural and Mechanical University, University of 
Mississippi and The Citadel, are aboard Enterprise for their 
summer cruise. 

The program is designed to give future naval officers the 
opportunity to increase their knowledge and operational 
experiences in the fleet, according to Information Systems 
Technician 2nd Class Amanda Ward, one of the lead program 
coordinators. 

"I hope to just learn the little things that make a good 
leader," said Midshipman 2nd Class Gabriel Pogliano, from 

the University of Michigan. "[In NROTC] we get a lot of 
information about how a junior officer is supposed to lead, but 
it has been great seeing how the petty officers lead the Sailors 
under them." 

During their stay aboard Enterprise, midshipmen shadow 
an assigned mentor through daily operations and rotate 
through departments and receive specialized instruction, such 
as etiquette training. 

The training department, which is in charge of the 
program, works with multiple departments to set up a training 
schedule 

Midshipmen stand conning officer watch on the bridge 
during replenishments-at-sea, attend navigation briefs and 
department head meetings, learn celestial navigation, 
experience helicopter operations, fast-roping and rappelling 
and actively participate in multiple other shipboard evolutions 
and watches. 
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"The training department is a great team. All personnel 
have had an active role in ensuring the Midshipman Summer 
Cruise Training Program is a success," said Ward. "Preparing 
for the midshipmen, welcoming them aboard and monitoring 
their daily schedule has been a team effort." 

"I hope to gain from this experience an appreciation for a 
Sailor's work and daily life," said Midshipman 2nd Class 
Christian Merkel, from the University of Michigan. "As a 
division officer, I hope this experience will help me to better 
understand the lives of those working for me and allow me to 
lead them more effectively." 

Lt. Cmdr. Patrick Copeland, Enterprise's training officer, 
expressed his sentiments about their visit. 

"It has really been great interacting with the Navy's future 
leaders," said Copeland. "I am confident in their ability to lead 
and manage. This group of high quality individuals has 
impressed me with their motivation, spirit and intelligence." 

Enterprise is deployed to the U.S. 5th Fleet area of 
responsibility conducting maritime security operations, theater 
security cooperation efforts and support missions as part of 
Operation Enduring Freedom. 
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23. School Of Music To Celebrate 77 Years Of Training 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 25 JUN 12) ... Musician 1st Class Jessica McClanahan, Center for Service Support Public Affairs 

VIRGINIA BEACH, Va. -- The School of Music will 
celebrate 77 years as an established learning site June 29 with 
a free, public concert at the Gator Theater on Joint 
Expeditionary Base Little Creek-Fort Story (JEB LC-FS), Va. 

The Gator Theater on JEB LC-FS will host the School of 
Music's faculty and staff Wind Ensemble in honor of this 
milestone in training. 

According to the Naval History and Heritage Command, 
"musician" became an officially recognized rating in 1838. 
Ninety-seven years later, a formal training center for the 
professional development of Navy MUs was established June 
26, 1935 in Washington, D.C. 

Today, musician (MU) is the only rating in the Navy that 
requires a certain level of technical proficiency prior to 
enlistment, and yet it has one of the longest "A" schools in the 
service at 21 weeks. 

Navy and Marine Corps students study music theory and 
ear training, participate in drill band and student ensembles, as 
well as take one- on -one lessons with an instructor who is a 
subject matter expert on their particular instrument. "C" 
School students attend the Unit Leader Course or Senior 
Musician Course and train in the same topics at an advanced 
level, as well as develop skills as a drum major, rehearsal 
director, and conductor. These Sailors and Marines are E-5 to 

E-8 and have been selected for further training based on their 
leadership qualities and instrumental proficiency. 

During the past 77 years, the training of musicians at the 
School of Music has been conducted by Navy and Marine 
Corps active duty musicians. Those selected for instructor 
duty at the School of Music are regarded as some of the best 
musicians in their respective service. Most have earned a 
degree in music performance or music education and have 
continued to accumulate professional experience beyond the 
classroom. They have also demonstrated their leadership 
abilities and unwavering commitment to service. 

"At the School of Music we have tremendously talented 
performers. Concerts such as these not only gives us an 
opportunity to show off these great performers, but also gives 
them an opportunity to work on high caliber material in a first-
rate ensemble which is critical to all of us in maintaining our 
skills," said School of Music Commanding Officer Cmdr. 
Ralph Ingraham. "In addition, it serves as a moment of 
inspiration for the high-quality students who are involved in 
the performance, as well as for the rest of the students, who 
will have an opportunity to hear a truly great band." 

The ensemble for the concert is comprised of Navy and 
Marine Corps instructors and students as well as Army School 
of Music instructors. This tri-service event is one of two 
annual public concerts produced by the School of Music. 
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FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
24. Ingalls-Built LPD 23 Completes Navy Acceptance Trials 
(PASCAGOULA (MS) PRESS 25 JUN 12) ... April M. Havens 

AVONDALE, Louisiana -- Amphibious transport dock 
Anchorage successfully completed its acceptance trials last 
week, the U.S. Navy announced Monday. 

LPD 23, under construction at Ingalls Shipbuilding's 
Avondale, Louisiana, shipyard, is the seventh in the LPD 17-
class to be built by the company. 

"These trials are the final major milestone prior to 
delivering LPD 23 to the Navy," said Jay Stefany, LPD 17 
class program manager for the Navy's Program Executive 
Office, Ships. 

"Ingalls continues to make strides since the success of 
USS San Diego's (LPD 22) trials last fall in providing ships 
with vital amphibious capabilities to the fleet," he said. "LPD 
23's performance in these trials reflects the increasing maturity 
of the class." 

The 684-foot-long vessel's primary mission is to transport 
up to 800 Marines, their fighting vehicles and aircraft. 

During the trials, the ship demonstrated a variety of 
systems including main propulsion engineering and ship 
control systems, combat and communications systems, 
damage control, various mission systems, food service and 
crew support and the Shipboard Wide Area Network, which 
the Navy describes as the electronic backbone of the ship. 

Anchorage completed a four-hour full-power run, self 
defense detect-to-engage exercises, steering checks, a quick 
reversal, boat handling and anchoring. 

The at-sea rapid ballast and deballast demonstration is 
unique to amphibious ships and consists of rapidly flooding 
the ship's well deck as if landing craft were to be launched or 
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recovered. The ship is then deballasted to return to the normal 
operating draft. 

The results of the rapid ballast event beat the 15-minute 
time standard by almost 2 minutes, which the Navy says is a 
significant achievement. 

The ship is slated for delivery to the Navy later this year 
and is scheduled to be commissioned next year in its 
namesake city. 

"The government/industry team on the Gulf Coast is on 
track to deliver three LPDs within a year, a record for this ship 

class," said Capt. Steve Mitchell, Supervisor of Shipbuilding 
Gulf Coast. 

Three others LPDs are also under construction at the 
Pascagoula and Avondale shipyards. 

Arlington (LPD 24) is on track for completion this year, 
while Somerset (LPD 25) will be delivered next year and John 
P. Murtha (LPD 26) is slated for completion in early 2016. 

Advance procurement contracts have also been awarded 
for an 11th ship, LPD 27. 
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25. Hill Awaits Analysis On Costly Submarine 
(DEFENSE DAILY 26 JUN 12) ... Emelie Rutherford 

As sundry groups examine the Pentagon budget for 
potential savings, lawmakers are awaiting more insight into a 
major budget item: a next-generation ballistic-missile 
submarine. 

A report attached to the Pentagon policy law for the 
current year requires the Navy and Strategic Command to 
share detailed information on the nascent SSBN(X) Ohio -
class submarine replacement program with Congress 180 days 
after the law's enactment--which is June 28. 

Lobbying groups that are follow the heated debate over 
the military budget--including the Friends Committee on 
National Legislation Quaker lobby--are awaiting the report on 
the costly shipbuilding program. 

The Navy won't say whether the submarine report will 
emerge this Thursday, because of its policy to not comment on 
correspondence with Congress, service spokeswoman Lt. 
Katie Cerezo said. 

The House Armed Services Committee (HASC) required 
the SSBN(X) assessment in its report on the FY '12 defense 
authorization act, which President Barack Obama signed into 
law on Dec. 31, 2011. Committee aides are expected to 
receive multiple reports from the Pentagon soon, but said the 
timing on the Ohio boomer document isn't clear. 

The Pentagon is just starting the initial work on the 
submarine program, which sundry officials have described as 
a major budget-buster in future years. Navy Undersecretary 
Robert Work said in April that funding other ship programs 
during the procurement of the Ohio -class replacement subs in 
among the worries that "keep me up at night." 

Pentagon budget cuts led Obama to request in his FY '13 
budget proposal to delay by two years previous plans for 
SSBN(X) production, pushing the start date to 2021. Yet the 
military's projected budget could be reduced by an additional 
$500 billion over the next decade if lawmakers do not come 
up with an alternate plan to so-called sequestration cuts 
scheduled to start next January. 

Navy officials say they have worked diligently to reduce 
cost of the Ohio -replacement submarine program. Recent 
estimates place the price of the first boomer at $11.3 billion, 
with the second ship coming in at $5.6 billion, and subsequent 
copies costing less. 

The HASC's report on the FY '12 defense authorization 
act calls for the Navy and Strategic Command to submit a 
report to the congressional defense committees on options to 
replace the Ohio -class ballistic submarine program. It says the 
submarine report should include assessments of each option's 
procurement and life-cycle costs and ability to meet at-sea and 
nuclear requirements. The HASC also wants a "description of 
the postulated threat and strategic environment used to inform 
the selection of a final option and how each option provides 
flexibility for responding to changes in the threat and strategic 
environment," according to the FY '12 committee report. The 
HASC directs the Navy and Strategic Command to consider 
five alternate options to the Ohio submarine effort: a fleet of 
12 submarines with 16 missile tubes each; a fleet of 10 subs 
with 20 tubes each; a fleet of 10 subs with 16 tubes each; a 
fleet of eight subs with 20 tubes each; and any other options 
the Navy secretary and Strategic Command head "consider 
appropriate." 
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26. Navy Funds Development Of Tool To Model Biofuel Performance 
(DESIGN NEWS 26 JUNE 12) 

The Office of Naval Research has given researchers at the 
University of Wisconsin $2 million to create a tool that can 
model the performance of various biofuels as part of the 
military’s ongoing interest in using alternative energy sources 
to reduce dependency on traditional fossil fuels. 

The use of biofuel to power commercial and military 
vehicles is still in its early stages, and not all biofuels are 
created equal. For example, in commercial test flights, Boeing 
airliners have used different types of biofuel, including one 
comprised mainly of cooking oil and another made with oil 
extracted from the seeds of the jatropha shrub. 

The Navy has granted University of Wisconsin 
researchers $2 million to develop a tool that can model the 

performance of biofuels to help identify one it can use to 
power aircraft carriers, like the one shown, as well as 
submarines and other seafaring vehicles. The work is part of 
the military's ongoing interest in exploring alternative methods 
to fossil fuels for energy. 

The Navy has its own set of specific needs for the biofuel 
it could potentially use to power its vessels, such as they must 
not be easily flammable nor can they mix with water, 
according to the university. After researching its options, the 
Navy has narrowed down a type of diesel biofuel, called 
hydro-treated vegetable oil, as a focus of research for a 
potential fuel to power ships, submarines, aircraft carriers, and 
other seafaring vessels. 
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Now mechanical engineers at the university are tasked 
with helping the Navy devise the right blend of characteristics 
for the fuel -- such as how it burns, how its components 
interact, and how quickly its combustion reaction starts, 
according to the university. 

Normally, this process would require researchers to test 
each characteristic for every fuel blend they devise, which is 
expensive and time-consuming. However, to make this task 
easier, the research team will use the funding to design a tool 
to model fuel properties to predict its performance as a viable 
fuel for the Navy’s needs, said project lead Rolf Reitz, the 
Wisconsin distinguished professor of mechanical engineering 
at UW-Madison, in a press release. 

"This tool can help them assess whether that fuel makes 
sense without having to do laborious extensive testing," he 

said. "They'll still have to do some testing, but this lets them 
eliminate certain classes right off the bat." 

To create a predictive modeling tool for fuel performance, 
Reitz and his team will use the distribution of components in 
the fuels themselves. While all fuels include different 
proportions of the chemicals of which they’re comprised, 
those chemicals, in combustion experiments, behave similarly. 
By characterizing how the proportion of chemicals affects the 
fuel’s behavior through rigorous testing, the team will have a 
fair idea how fuels will perform. This type of experimentation 
with various fuels will allow Reitz's team to create a model 
that can predict the behavior of a biofuel merely on its 
chemical breakdown. 
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27. Congress Said To Delay Automatic Budget Cuts Until March 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 25 JUN 12) ... Roxana Tiron 

Republican and Democratic congressional leaders are 
weighing whether to delay automatic federal spending cuts 
until March 2013, according to a House aide and industry 
officials who were briefed on the discussions. 

The $1.2 trillion in automatic spending cuts over a 
decade, half of which would affect the Defense Department, 
are scheduled to begin in January 2013. At the same time, 
lawmakers must decide what to do about Bush-era tax 
reductions scheduled to expire at the end of the year. 

Leaders in both chambers are discussing whether to 
propose a catch-all bill that would delay the automatic cuts, 
fund the government through March or later and temporarily 
extend the George W. Bush-era tax cuts and other tax laws, 
said the House aide and industry officials, who asked to speak 
on condition of anonymity. 

“It is being seriously considered as one of the options and 
there is no doubt about that,” Steve Bell, the senior director of 
the Economic Policy Project at the Bipartisan Policy Center, 
said in an interview. 

The measure would follow a short-term stopgap spending 
bill to keep the government operating after Oct. 1, the people 
said. 

The automatic cuts are required by the 2011 agreement to 
raise the U.S. debt limit. The cuts were designed to require 
Congress to find other deficit-reduction proposals to replace 
them. Lawmakers so far haven’t agreed on such a plan. 

The second measure funding the government until March 
would carry the delay of the automatic spending cuts, 
according to the congressional aide and industry officials, who 
said they weren’t authorized to describe the option on the 
record. 

Averting Cuts 
The Republican-led House passed a bill in May to avert 

defense spending cuts and plan to vote in July on another to 
extend the expiring tax cuts. Neither measure will advance in 
the Democratic-controlled Senate, and President Barack 
Obama opposes both. 

The outcome of the November election will help 
determine what action Congress will take to avert the 
automatic budget and tax changes. The stack of tax-and-
spending issues creates the potential for a deal on fiscal policy, 
a partisan standoff or a congressional deal that staves off an 
immediate crisis by setting up another one in the future. 
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28. U.S. Industry Finds Little Information On Sequestration Plans 
(DEFENSE NEWS 25 JUN 12) ... Zachary Fryer-Biggs 

A small group of top U.S. defense executives, while privy 
to information on the nation’s most secretive programs, were 
told by White House representatives at a June 13 meeting that 
they wouldn’t be getting any special details on the plans for 
the automatic budget cuts known as sequestration, sources 
familiar with the conversation said. 

The unpublicized meeting, requested by Aerospace 
Industries Association President Marion Blakey, who was 
joined by Lockheed Martin CEO Bob Stevens, Northrop 
Grumman CEO Wes Bush and Pratt & Whitney CEO David 
Hess, was cordial in tone, but left the executives with no 
greater insight into how the budget cuts would be carried out. 
The executives met with representatives of the Office of 
Management and Budget (OMB) to voice concerns about the 
lack of information on how sequestration would work and to 
request that further details be made available soon. 

“OMB said, ‘We don’t have any real specifics now and 
we don’t expect to have any real specifics until after the 
election,’” an industry source said. 

Last week, Blakey and Stevens publicly vocalized the 
need for information on how the cuts would be implemented if 
they take effect as planned Jan. 2 so industry can adjust its 
workforce, which could include thousands if not hundreds of 
thousands of layoffs, Blakey has warned. 

The meeting included the presentation of information 
about lagging hiring numbers that Blakey attributed to 
contractors uncertain of the future defense picture, sources 
said. Blakey also presented the OMB representatives with 
details on the need to notify employees of potential layoffs 
within 60 to 90 days, depending on the state, in advance of 
sequestration to comply with the Worker Adjustment and 
Retraining Notification (WARN) Act, as well as concerns 
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about the need to modify contracts under equitable adjustment 
clauses. 

“It was very cordial,” an industry source said. “It was 
very amenable. They appreciated the information. And they 
said they didn’t have any further information on how 
sequestration would be implemented.” 

Boeing Defense’s Dennis Muilenburg was invited but 
canceled due to an “unavoidable scheduling conflict,” a 
Boeing spokesman said. 

Executives have been emphasizing the legal requirement 
to inform employees of potential layoffs, part of the WARN 
Act, as possibly forcing layoff notifications to be delivered on 
Nov. 1, right before the presidential election. Experts said the 
companies would likely notify far more employees than they 
would actually fire to retain flexibility on layoffs. 

“Industry is indicating that absent guidance, that they feel 
they need to warn their entire organizations because they don’t 
know yet how the cuts will come,” said Brett Lambert, the 
Department of Defense’s industrial base policy chief. 

Lawmakers are also putting pressure on the Obama 
administration to start planning for sequestration. In its farm 
bill, the Senate included an amendment that would force the 
administration to tell Congress this summer how sequestration 
would be implemented. 

It also calls on OMB to release a report within 30 days of 
the law’s passage, and the president to release a report within 
60 days on the impact of sequestration across defense and 
nondefense spending. 

Lawmakers are expected to attach similar amendments to 
legislation that may move through the congressional system 
faster than the farm bill, including a federal flood insurance 
bill, which the Senate is scheduled to begin debating June 25. 

Gordon Adams, who oversaw national security budgets at 
OMB under President Bill Clinton, said this push for 
information is nothing more than politics. 

“Every single thing that happens in this town this year is 
about the election,” Adams said. 
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29. GAO Finds Gaps In Long-Term Maintenance Data 
(DEFENSE NEWS 25 JUN 12) ... Adam Stone 

The U.S. military needs to do a better job understanding 
and monitoring its long-term maintenance contracts, according 
to a new report from the Government Accountability Office. 

GAO says that neither the Defense Department nor the 
services knows the extent to which weapon system programs 
rely on long-term maintenance contracts. Nor do officials even 
collect the data they need to help them understand these long-
term contracts. 

While individual military components may be shaping 
contracts to suit their own needs, “what’s not there is the 
department being able to provide lessons learned and what you 
should look for,” said Belva Martin, GAO’s director for 
acquisition and sourcing management. “What’s not there is the 
ability to look across the department over time to see which 
types of contracts work best in different situations.” 

By failing to track contracts across the services, DoD 
opens a window to potentially problematic scenarios. In some 
cases, government buyers may create contracts in which the 
government does not own its technical data, but rather leaves 
it in the hands of contractors. Other contracts may limit 
government’s ability to have maintenance work performed at a 
government depot. 

GAO found considerable inconsistencies in the contracts 
it scrutinized. 

A nine-year contract for the Air Force KC-10 tanker, for 
instance, delivered bonuses based on contract term and cost 

containment, while a 10-year Air Force contract for the C-
130J omits both of these. Instead, it offers monetary incentives 
and includes a scheduled price negation, both of which the 
KC-10 contract leaves out. 

GAO is not asking for every contract to include every 
element: Some purchasing vehicles might not be appropriate 
for every situation. The report does suggest that there should 
at least be some baseline expectations. “What can you say at 
the department level? You can say that you should at least 
have two of these elements or three of these elements. That is 
what we are getting at,” Martin said. 

GAO said long-term contracts should at least ensure the 
government has the right its own technical data. “Once the 
decision to forgo technical data is made, DoD’s leverage in 
terms of being able to complete maintenance support or to do 
the work in house is largely lost,” Martin said. 

GAO found a shortfall in long-term maintenance contract 
data, noting that the department does not collect information 
on the effectiveness of various incentives and cost-control 
tools. The report recommends the Defense Department collect 
and analyze information on long-term maintenance contracts, 
and proposes the department share lessons learned, especially 
in the areas of incentives and cost controls. 

“If a particular contract type works, and one component 
has found ways to incentivize contractors, you want to let 
others know. But first you need data,” Martin said. 
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30. Pentagon To Withhold 5% From Certain Lockheed Contracts 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 25 JUN 12) ... Tony Capaccio 

The Pentagon’s contracts management agency has 
increased to 5 percent from 2 percent the funding it is 
temporarily withholding from Lockheed Martin Corp.’s 
aircraft unit, according to a Defense Department document. 

The money is being held back because of flaws in internal 
systems, the Defense Contract Management Agency said in a 
letter dated June 22 and obtained today. Lockheed will seek 

approval for its systems as soon as possible, company 
spokesman Joe Stout said in an e-mailed statement. 

A Pentagon rule that took effect Aug. 16 requires all new 
contracts to include language spelling out the potential for 
withholding payments due to deficiencies, such as those 
involving the “Earned Value Management” system used to 
determine whether companies are meeting cost and schedule 
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goals. Five percent is the maximum the Pentagon can 
withhold. 

The requirement, intended to protect taxpayers from 
overbilling, focuses on systems that companies use to estimate 
costs for bids; purchase goods from subcontractors; manage 
government property and materials; and track costs and 
schedule progress. 

The contract management agency decertified the Earned 
Value Management system of Lockheed Martin’s aircraft unit 
in October 2010. The company’s system was deficient in 19 of 
32 areas, a Pentagon spokeswoman said at the time. 

The contract agency began a review in March after the 
unit of Bethesda, Maryland-based Lockheed Martin submitted 
a plan to correct deficiencies. 

That review has been suspended until “Lockheed 
Aeronautics has successfully completed all corrective actions 
and verified through internal testing that it has achieved its 
objectives to bring” its system into compliance, the agency 
wrote Thomas Bradley, vice president for finance and program 
management. 

“While progress had been made on correcting 
deficiencies,” the agency told Bradley “significant issues 
remain with compliance on numerous guidelines.” 
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31. Union Panel Urges Approval Of Lockheed Contract 
(NEW YORK TIMES 26 JUN 12) ... Christopher Drew 

A bargaining committee for the union machinists on strike 
at Lockheed Martin’s fighter jet plant in Fort Worth has 
recommended that members vote for a new contract that 
would eliminate traditional pensions for newly hired 
employees, according to a summary posted Monday on the 
union’s Web site. 

That is a victory for the company, the nation’s biggest 
military contractor, which had pushed for the pension change 
to cut costs as military budgets decline. 

Lockheed agreed, in turn, to add a health insurance option 
that covers out-of-network services. The company would also 
extend the contract to a fourth year, with pay raises totaling 11 
percent over the four years. 

In its last offer before about 3,600 workers went on strike 
nine weeks ago, Lockheed would have given a total of 9 
percent in raises over three years. 

The latest offer, negotiated with the help of federal 
mediators, would also reduce a signing bonus for each worker 
to $2,000 from $3,000 in the earlier offer. 

The union, District Lodge 776 of the International 
Association of Machinists and Aerospace Workers, called for 
a vote on the contract on Thursday. 

The company would maintain the traditional defined-
benefit pension plan for current workers and increase monthly 
retirement benefits by 14 percent. It would provide only 
401(k)-type savings plans to new hires. 

The union said in a statement that the federal mediator 
had advised it that the new offer was the best it could obtain. 
A union vice president, Mark Blondin, said, “While the end 
result leaves both sides with issues they feel were not 
completely resolved, the I.A.M. negotiating committee is 
recommending the offer to members as the best that can be 
achieved without a much longer work stoppage.” 

The two sides had said on Saturday night that they had 
reached a tentative agreement to end the strike that began 
April 23 at the plant in Fort Worth and two other sites. 

The workers had voted to strike mostly over proposed 
changes in health benefits and a Lockheed plan to stop 
offering a traditional pension to newly hired workers. 

Tensions escalated as the company hired 450 temporary 
workers, and both sides met with federal mediators from 
Wednesday through Saturday. 

Top Lockheed executives had said repeatedly that the 
company would not budge on the pension issue. 

The Fort Worth factory builds the new F-35 strike fighter 
aircraft as well as an older model, the F-16. 

Lockheed had used salaried workers since the strike 
began to keep building the planes, though at a slower rate. 

The union had lost leverage in recent days. More than 570 
of the strikers had returned to work, and the National Labor 
Relations Board rejected several union complaints against the 
company. Pentagon officials had said they would remain 
neutral about the strike. 

Lockheed’s earlier contract offer included pay raises of 3 
percent a year for each of the next three years. The new offer 
calls for wage increases of 3 percent in the first year, 2.5 
percent in each of the next two years and 3 percent in the 
fourth year. 

Company officials said they had eliminated traditional 
pension plans for all salaried workers hired since 2006. They 
said most of the company’s unions, including other locals of 
the machinists union, had agreed to that change since then. 

Joe Stout, a Lockheed spokesman, said the average age of 
the company’s production and maintenance workers in Fort 
Worth was 51. Union officials could not immediately be 
reached for comment. 

Union leaders said recently that they were worried 
Lockheed might try to eliminate the pension for current 
workers at some point in the future. 

With production of the F-35 expected to increase later in 
the decade, the company could eventually hire 1,000 to 2,000 
additional workers. 

Union officials feared that if the new hires did not have 
traditional pensions, they would not support keeping the 
pensions for the current workers. 
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BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
32. OpSail2012 To Mark Anniversary Of War Of 1812 With Parade Of Sail, Tours And Entertainment 

In New London 
(NEW HAVEN (CT) REGISTER 23 JUN 12) ... Mark Zaretsky 

NEW HAVEN — You may spend July 3 watching 
fireworks at Savin Rock. You may spend July 4 sunning at 
Hammonnasset or watching fireworks off East Rock in New 
Haven. But come July 6-9, when OpSail2012 Connecticut 
blows in, you’re going to want to be in New London. 

It’s not just a parade of tall ships. 
OpSail2012 Connecticut — taking place in conjunction 

with New London’s annual post-July 4 Sailfest celebration — 
is expected to draw up to 1 million people when it unfolds in 
New London and neighboring East Lyme. 

Ships are coming from as far away as Brazil. There will 
be Navy vessels and Coast Guard cutters — and lots of 
opportunities to tour ships. 

“This will be Connecticut’s largest tourist event of the 
decade,” said John S. Johnson, chairman of OpSail2012 
Connecticut just as he was for a similar event in 2000. “We 
will attract somewhere in the vicinity of 750,000 to 1 million 
people over four days.” 

The last OpSail celebrated the new Millenium. This year, 
OpSail — the last of five such events around the country this 
year, beginning in New Orleans in April — will celebrate the 
200th anniversary of the War of 1812, the first shots of which 
were fired off New London. 

“From Stonington to Essex, the whole region played a 
huge role in the War of 1812,” Johnson said, pointing out that 
in Essex, “all the shipbuilding industry was burned to the 
ground.” The 27 ships destroyed by the British in their raid on 
Essex represented the U.S.’s greatest loss in a single naval 
incident until Pearl Harbor. 

The War of 1812, between the then-fledgling United 
States and the British Empire, provided the backdrop for 
Francis Scott Key to write the Star Spangled Banner. 

Johnson said organizers are looking to make New 
London’s OpSail event the best of this year’s. 

“We are the last port in a national celebration organized 
by Operation Sail and the United States Navy and we are very 
proud participants in this significant national celebration,” he 
said. 

Make no mistake, fans of old ships: there will be a boat 
parade. 

The grand Parade of Sail, led by the U.S. Coast Guard 
Barque EAGLE, will depart July 7 at 9:30 a.m. from Niantic 
Bay, where 23 ships will gather on July 6, and proceed to New 
London. 

Among them will be Brazil’s national ship, Cisne Branco, 
which Johnson said will have its own band on board, and New 
Haven’s Freedom Schooner Amistad, which has spent the last 
couple of years at Mystic Seaport undergoing repairs. 

EAGLE, known as “America’s Tall Ship,” led the Parade 
of Sail in each of the other five 2012 OpSail port visits. 

There also will be entertainment, including live bands, 
encampments, historical reenactments, family activities and 

what Johnson promises will be a spectacular fireworks display 
Saturday night over the Thames River. 

The Coast Guard band will play prior to the fireworks, 
which this year will be done by Garden State Fireworks, a new 
vendor this year for Foxwoods Casino, which sponsors the 
fireworks, Johnson said. 

Most of the ships will sail away July 9. 
The public is invited to visit and tour the tall ships over 

the weekend. There will be free tours of ships docked at State 
Pier, City Pier & Waterfront Park, and Fort Trumbull State 
Park in New London, Johnson said. 

Shore Line East will add extra trains from Union Station 
in New Haven for the occasion, Johnson said. He suggested 
that anyone who wants to come by car check out the 
OpSail2012 Connecticut website at 
http://www.opsail2012ct.org to find out about the various 
perimeter parking lots. OpSail will run shuttle buses from the 
lots to the boats, he said. 

The ships will begin their visit in Niantic Bay, where 
they’ll arrive on a staggered schedule July 6. After anchoring, 
crews will come ashore for initial opening ceremonies with 
East Lyme First Selectman Paul Formica. 

The public is invited to participate with the crews in an 
East Lyme OpSail Food Stroll, a food tasting and display of 
plein-air painting starting at 6:30 p.m. in downtown Niantic. 

For those who miss Friday’s fun, expect plenty of other 
eating opportunities — from a food festival in downtown New 
London to the OpSail Galley at Fort Trumbull to the OpSail 
Beer & Wine Garden. 

Besides EAGLE, the Parade of Sail will include the 
following Navy and Coast Guard ships: USS Carter Hall, 
Coast Guard Cutter Juniper, Coast Guard Cutter Sailfish, 
Coast Guard Cutter Ridley, Coast Guard Cutter Morro Bay 
and four Naval Academy Yard Patrol Craft. 

The following tall and historic vessels will take part: 
Brazil’s Cisne Branco; Schooner Wolf from Key West, Fla.; 
Schooner Meerwald from Jersey City, N.J.; Appledore V from 
Bay City, Mich.; Spirit from Essex; Brilliant and Argia from 
Mystic; Freedom Schooner Amistad, which home ported in 
New Haven; Ticonderoga from Greenwich; Tyrone from 
Chatham, Mass.; New Horizons from Boston, Mass.; the sea 
scallop harvester Regulus from Stonington; and the 
Munnatawket. 

Recommended viewing locations for the Parade of Sail 
include New London’s Ocean Beach Park, Fort Trumbull 
State Park and the University of Connecticut at Avery Point in 
Groton — although there are many other possibilities as well. 

Satellite parking lots include New London High School, 
Waterford High School, the Crystal Mall in Waterford, Ocean 
State Job Lot in Waterford and Connecticut College in New 
London. 
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33. 1812 Bash An Overture For Hub 
Visitors set to spend $23.6M 
(BOSTON HERALD 26 JUN 12) ... Donna Goodison 

Some 824,000 visitors will spend an estimated $23.6 
million as Boston celebrates the bicentennial of the War of 
1812 during OpSail/Boston Navy Week and hosts its annual 
Harborfest and Boston Pops July 4 fireworks show. 

Nearly 30 Navy, Coast Guard, National Oceanographic 
Administration, coalition navy and tall ships will join the USS 
Constitution — which earned her “Old Ironsides” nickname 
during the war — at berths citywide for events running 
Thursday through July 6. 

“It’s a national celebration in recognition of an important 
historical milestone for America,” said Chris O’Brien, 
executive director of Operation Sail. “These events also are 
important to the ports where they take place because they 
create significant positive economic impact.” 

The city expects to draw primarily day-trippers from 
across the region. Restaurants, tour boats, taxis and 
entertainment venues will be the big winners. “Anyone along 
the water, especially if it’s a hot day, is going to benefit,” said 
John Hauck, owner of the Living Room restaurant and lounge 
on Atlantic Avenue. 

Chinatown’s Silk Screen Printing Co., the official printer 
of OpSail gear, expects to sell 10,000-plus T-shirts and hats 

from eight locations if the weather cooperates. “It’s great for 
the city,” said owner Robert Kaplan. 

Blue Inc. hopes visitors will drink in the festivities at its 
restaurant along the Rose Kennedy Greenway. “We’re looking 
into drinks that were popular around 1812, and we’re going to 
create a drink list around that,” said business development 
director Shannon Emerson. 

The USS Constitution Museum, which has a new War of 
1812 Discovery Center, will extend its hours to accommodate 
extra sightseers who could exceed the 400,000 that came for 
the USS Constitution’s 200th anniversary at the Charlestown 
Navy Yard in 1997. 

“The economic impact to us would be an increase in 
donations, an increase in store sales in our gift shop and really 
just an increase in interest in ... the Constitution,” museum 
finance chief Adrian Bresler said. “We’re 1812 all the time.” 

Schedule Of Boston Navy Week Events 
(BOSTON GLOBE 26 JUN 12) 
Schedule Includes Op-Sail and the Bicentennial of the 

War of 1812, as well as related events from Boston 
Harborfest: 

View Schedule 
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34. Fort Story Brings Home Combat Scenarios For SEALs 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 25 JUN 12) ... Kate Wiltrout 

VIRGINIA BEACH -- When you're a Navy SEAL on the 
front lines of urban combat, the bad guys might be anywhere: 
inside an elementary school classroom, behind a soda machine 
at the bus station, cowering next to a hospital-room bed. 

They might even hide in the bathroom. 
Anything is possible, which is why the Navy special 

warfare community is excited about the $11.5 million training 
range dedicated Monday at Fort Story. The facility features 52 
rooms spread over 26,500 square feet, an area about the size of 
a grocery store. Groups of local SEALs will use it as a live-
fire range - the ammunition in their guns will be real, even if 
their targets are life-sized cut-outs zipping across a built-in 
track. 

The walls are made of half-inch steel plates covered with 
a layer of rubber and a few inches of Styrofoam. The steel and 
rubber trap bullets and keep them from ricocheting. The 
decorative Styrofoam layer, created by a California company 
that used to design Hollywood sets, creates the vibe of a third-
world country. 

The range - often referred to as a "kill house" - is divided 
into four zones by steel doors, meaning four groups can train 
simultaneously. Scenarios include a mosque, bank, post office, 
market and residential compound. In one section, nine chairs 
painted in primary hues sit behind desks in an elementary 
school classroom. Other rooms are more sinister, like a torture 
chamber accessed through a bus station wall. 

Many of the details were taken from actual raids over the 
past decade, said Capt. Tim Szymanski, the commodore of 
Naval Special Warfare Group Two. 

"I don't think there's anything comparable in the 
continental United States," Szymanski said during a brief 
ribbon-cutting ceremony. 

Instructors will observe from above, using catwalks that 
criss-cross the building. 

Larry Pacifico, a retired SEAL who manages the 
complex, said instructors will control each scenario using an 
iPad to adjust the lighting and movement of the targets. 
Cameras will record the action, so SEALs will find out where 
the bullets they fired came to rest, he said, down to specific 
bones and organs. 

For years, Hampton Roads-based SEALs have traveled to 
a privately owned range in Mississippi for close-quarters 
combat training, or reserved time at select Army bases with 
similar ranges. Travel costs and rental fees totaled about $1.6 
million a year for Szymanski's teams. 

Szymanski, who oversees SEAL teams 2, 8 and 10 at 
nearby Joint Expeditionary Base Little Creek, said SEALs 
spend about 70 percent of their time between deployments 
away from their families, in training. So giving the men extra 
time at home fits in with an initiative to provide special 
operations members more predictability. 

Each training cycle used to require three weeks in 
Mississippi. With the Fort Story range now open, he said, 
they'll have to be away only for a week. 

The new range will allow each one to "spend more time 
with their head on their own pillow," he said. 

The pillows on beds and couches at the range were some 
of the only props not made of Styrofoam. 

Pacifico was particularly proud of a couple of features, 
including the Styrofoam toilets in a deliberately filthy 
bathroom. It's rare to find a bathroom scenario in a close-
quarters combat range, Pacifico said, but it makes sense: "It's 
another place where bad guys can hide." 
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Pacifico said he'll be able to make the training experience 
even more vivid using "smell generators." Two of the options: 

rotting meat and third-world bathroom. 
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NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
35. Perry Legacy Spans Centuries 
(PITTSBURGH TRIBUNE-REVIEW 25 JUN 12) ... Craig Smith 

Charged with building warships to take on the British 
navy in the War of 1812, Oliver Hazard Perry turned to 
Pittsburgh for manpower, supplies and know-how. 

Everything from heavy rope to anchors, iron nails, cannon 
shot and other necessary supplies were shipped the 130 miles 
from Pittsburgh to Erie as the United States began building a 
fleet of gunboats at Presque Isle. Within a year, Perry, 27, had 
built nine ships from timber he found in forests around him. 

“The Americans on Lake Erie won the logistics war,” said 
David Curtis Skaggs, a retired Army Reserve colonel and 
professor emeritus of history at Bowling Green State 
University in Ohio, who wrote the book “A Signal Victory: 
The Lake Erie Campaign, 1812-1813.” 

The United States declared war on Britain 200 years ago 
on June 18 over maritime issues restricting American trade. 
The Battle of Lake Erie, in which Perry captured a British 
flotilla, became a decisive point in the two-year war. 

Sandwiched between the Revolutionary War (1775-1783) 
and Civil War (1861-1865), the War of 1812 often is 
overlooked, historians said. 

“It’s one of America’s forgotten wars, but it’s an 
important one in establishing the American republic,” said 
Andy Masich, chairman of the Pennsylvania Historical and 
Museum Commission and CEO of the Senator John Heinz 
History Center in the Strip District. 

Perry, born in 1785 in Rhode Island, was the oldest of 
five boys born to Christopher and Sarah Perry. His ancestors 
on both sides were accomplished naval men. 

By 12, he had sailed with his father to the West Indies. By 
14, he was a commissioned midshipman on his father’s ship. 
In 1807, he became a commissioned lieutenant in the Army. 

Erie was wilderness in 1812, without roads or men with 
skills to build ships for the war. Shipwrights, block makers, 

blacksmiths, boat builders and laborers were recruited there 
and elsewhere. 

“Erie wasn’t much of a place, and Cleveland was even 
less,” Skaggs said. 

The United States decided to build ships at Presque Isle 
because it was the best-protected natural harbor on the 
American side of Lake Erie. The lack of roads prohibited 
overland hauling. 

Supplies were shipped from Pittsburgh on the Allegheny 
River-French Creek system to Waterford and then transported 
over the Erie and Waterford turnpikes. French Creek, 
extending 117 miles from Chautauqua County, N.Y, joins the 
Allegheny River near Franklin. 

Once his ships were built and armed, Perry set sail for 
Put-in Bay, Ohio, to engage the British, who expected an easy 
victory. 

On Sept. 10, 1813, the battle began. Six British ships 
exacted a heavy toll on the Americans. Perry’s ship, the USS 
Lawrence, was destroyed. He took its flag and rowed to 
another ship, the USS Niagara, which began firing heavily at 
British ships. By nightfall, the British had surrendered. 

After the battle, Perry sent a dispatch to Gen. William 
Henry Harrison, commander of the Army of the Northwest: 
“We have met the enemy and they are ours.” 

In winning the Battle of Lake Erie, Perry secured control 
of the Great Lakes region and became the people’s hero. 
Villages, towns and schools are named in his honor. 

He was important to the American psyche, Masich said. 
Perry’s victory on Lake Erie provided “the kind of moment 
this fledgling nation needed.” 

Perry contributed to the American victory at the Battle of 
the Thames. After the War of 1812, he received the 
Congressional Medal of Honor and promotion to captain. 

 
Return to Index 
 

36. Graphic Novel Prepares Deploying Corpsmen 
Basic stories are firsthand accounts, says one of the book’s authors 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 23 JUN 12) ... Nathan Max 

Derek Jackson doesn’t make it home. Jason Banks loses a 
leg. Erica Mendez struggles with post-traumatic stress 
disorder. John Wallace’s son undergoes surgery, and he’s not 
around to help his wife or comfort his child. 

Deployment is difficult for the four fictional main 
characters in “The Docs,” a 200-page graphic novel that has 
been distributed for nearly two years to Navy medical 
corpsmen based at Camp Pendleton and Camp Lejeune, N.C., 
who are preparing to go to Afghanistan. And there is a reason 
for it. 

Life can be exceptionally challenging overseas for 
corpsmen, who both fight in battle and then treat their injured 

fellow combatants. Stress and depression levels are high 
among the group. 

To help get them ready, the San Diego-based Naval 
Health Research Center embarked five years ago on an 
outside-the-box project to show their men and women a 
number of possible situations they can expect to encounter, 
from dealing with locals to the ramifications they’ll face at 
home as a result of their service. 

The result was “The Docs,” geared toward an 18- to 24-
year-old audience, the age of many medical corpsmen. Why a 
graphic novel? Because it’s more interesting than an 
operational manual and is a far more effective tool to 
communicate with the target demographic. 
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“The Docs” takes a brutally honest look at the lives of 
corpsmen on deployment. The emotional story takes place 
during the tumultuous days of Operation Iraqi Freedom, and it 
is replete with violent scenes, colorful language and disturbing 
situations. 

“What we really try to do throughout the book is have our 
characters emerge strong, intact, with faith in each other, with 
faith in their skills and with faith in their futures,” said Jerry 
Larson, one of the book’s three authors. 

The narrative was written by Heidi Kraft, a clinical 
psychologist who served in Iraq from February to September 
2004, a time that includes the first battle for Fallujah. Kraft, 
who works with Larson at the Naval Health Research Center’s 
facility in Point Loma, said that everything in the novel comes 
from real-life experiences. 

“The basic stories are either things I saw firsthand, our 
corpsmen saw firsthand or I heard about from my patients,” 
Kraft said. 

The challenges begin right from the start. Banks, 19, is 
leaving behind a fiancee. Mendez, 22, has trouble sleeping and 
getting over an incident from a previous deployment. Wallace, 
38, fights with his wife after he misses a special send-off she 
and his kids had planned, because he needed to go over the 
books one last time at their family-owned small business. 

When they get to Iraq, the corpsmen must cope with their 
friends’ problems, yet remain cognizant of their own. Banks, 
for example, must deal with his personal feelings after killing 
an insurgent in self-defense. 

“We have medical personnel who, at a moment’s notice, 
have to flip into a war fighter role and perhaps take a life, and 

then flip back into a lifesaving role and help their wounded 
comrades,” Larson said. 

Jackson, 19, dies heroically, and is posthumously awarded 
the Silver Star, after he runs into enemy fire to treat a fallen 
Marine. Kraft and Larson called their decision to kill off one 
of the main characters as difficult but necessary. 

“I have taken care of corpsmen who have lost fellow 
corpsmen,” Kraft said. “I felt like it is a very real part of the 
Navy corpsmen experience, and I felt it needed to be 
validated.” 

Said Larson: “This is a book that, to do it’s job, it must 
portray trauma and recovery from trauma. And the death of a 
corpsman, in this community, is the quintessential trauma.” 

The book is given to all Camp Pendleton-based corpsmen, 
although it is not required reading, said Lt. Cassandra 
Montalvo, spokeswoman for Field Medical Training Battalion 
West. However, if corpsmen have questions or want to discuss 
what they read, they have access to mentors, instructors and 
others, Montalvo said. 

The response has been positive, and it could pave the way 
for other branches of the military to produce similar graphic 
novels, Kraft said. 

As for the characters in “The Docs,” life goes on for the 
three corpsmen who make it home. Banks’ fiance stands by 
him, and he learns to run on his prosthetic leg. Wallace wants 
to re-enlist, but agrees to first discuss it with his 
understandably hesitant wife. And Mendez comes to grips 
with a tough decision she had to make on deployment. 

“We want people to see how bad it could be without 
going overboard with it,” Larson said. “But, ultimately, the 
final chapter is one of resilience.” 
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37. Justices Decline Fight Over Cross 
Lower court must decide whether 1954 work is a memorial or an endorsement of Christianity. 
(LOS ANGELES TIMES 26 JUN 12) ... Tony Perry 

The U.S. Supreme Court declined Monday to hear an 
appeal from the federal government over whether a highly 
visible, 43-foot cross can remain atop Mt. Soledad in San 
Diego. 

The issue now returns to the U.S. District Court in San 
Diego to decide whether the cross should be taken down or 
whether it can be modified to satisfy a constitutional 
prohibition against government endorsing a particular religion. 

Whatever the District Court decides is likely to be 
appealed, first to the U.S. 9th Circuit Court of Appeals and 
then to the U.S. Supreme Court. 

The legal dispute about the cross, erected in 1954, has 
swirled for two decades. The lawyers and litigants have 
changed but the basic disagreement has remained: Is the cross 
an impermissible endorsement of Christianity or is it a 
memorial to all military veterans, including those who have 
fallen in battle? 

Explaining the high court's action, Justice Samuel Alito 
appeared to encourage continued litigation: "Our denial, of 
course, does not amount to a ruling on the merits, and the 
federal government is free to raise the same issue in a later 
petition following entry of a final judgment." 

Carl Tobias, who teaches constitutional law at the 
University of Richmond Law School, said the long fight "just 

shows the strength of feeling on both sides — people are 
willing to litigate forever." 

Jewish war veterans, atheists and the ACLU have sued to 
have the cross removed from what was initially city property. 
Their lawyers will now petition the District Court to order the 
cross removed. 

In the beginning, the city of San Diego controlled the 
property beneath the cross. But city officials tired of the legal 
fight and its cost. 

In 2006, Congress passed a law taking control of the 
property and deeming the cross part of a war memorial. Since 
the beginning of the litigation, hundreds of plaques honoring 
individual military veterans have been placed on walls 
surrounding the cross. 

In 2008, a District Court judge in San Diego ruled that the 
cross could remain. But the 9th Circuit ruled last year that the 
cross remained an unconstitutional "government endorsement 
of religion." 

Still, the appeals court did not order the cross removed, 
suggesting instead that there might be a way it could be 
modified to pass constitutional muster. 

Before the District Court could consider the appellate 
court ruling, the Department of Justice appealed to the U.S. 
Supreme Court in hopes of having the appellate court ruling 
overturned and the 2008 district court ruling affirmed. 
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On Monday, the Supreme Court declined to consider the 
Department of Justice request, sending the complex issue back 
to the District Court in San Diego. 

In response to Monday's denial, David Loy, legal director 
of the ACLU chapter in San Diego and Imperial counties, 
said: "The government undoubtedly should honor the 
sacrifices of our veterans, but it must do so in a way that pays 
tribute to all our service members, not just those of a particular 
faith." 

But Rep. Duncan Hunter (R-Alpine), in urging the 
Department of Justice to continue the legal fight at the District 
Court, said the government should preserve "such a historic 
memorial that pays tribute to the service and sacrifice of 
America's veterans." 

If the Department of Justice decides to bow out of the 
case, the Michigan-based Thomas More Law Center will seek 
to intervene and defend the cross, according to the group's 
president and chief counsel, Richard Thompson. 

"The cross is a symbol of self-sacrifice, not an attempt to 
establish a religion," Thompson said. 

The Thomas More Law Center filed a friend of the court 
brief on behalf of the families of Navy Adm. Jeremiah Denton 
and Marine Capt. Michael Martino. Denton was a prisoner of 
war for nearly eight years during the Vietnam War; Martino 
was killed in Iraq in 2005. 

Both families have placed plaques on the base of the Mt. 
Soledad cross. 
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38. It's Coming: USS Edson Leaving Philadelphia On July 18 For Saginaw River 
(BAY CITY (MI) NEWS 25 JUN 12) ... MacKenzie Burger 

BANGOR TOWNSHIP, MI — Fifteen years after a 
nonprofit organization began efforts to bring a Navy destroyer 
to Bay County as a floating museum, officials now have an 
important date marked in their calendar. 

Saginaw Valley Naval Ship Museum President Mike 
Kegley announced today that the 418-foot USS Edson 
destroyer is leaving Philadelphia for Bay County on 
Wednesday, July 18. 

"They are preparing the ship for the tow right now," 
Kegley said. "There is a plan to get everything completed by 
that date so the towers can latch on and take it away." 

Two tugboats are needed to assist the destroyer on the 
journey, which Kegley said is expected to take 16 days. The 
USS Edson will be established as the centerpiece of a floating 
ship museum on the Saginaw River, near the Independence 
Park Boat Launch in Bangor Township. 

Kegley said there is a lot of work that needs to be done 
before the Edson is deemed seaworthy. 

"They have to make sure the watertight hatches are 
watertight, so if something happens, it doesn't sink; flood 
alarms need to be installed and lights need to be rigged so that 
other vessels can see there is a ship there," Kegley said. 

The July 18 departure date misses the Navy's deadline to 
remove the ship from the Philadelphia Naval Shipyard by one 
day. The deadline marked 60 days after ownership of the 
destroyer was transferred from the Navy to the museum. 

"I don't forsee any problems with that date," Kegley said. 
"Hopefully, there will be a hole in the water on the 19th where 
she sat." 

The Navy announced that it was donating the ship to the 
museum April 24. 

USS Edson was launched Jan. 4, 1958, and its first 
deployment was to the Western Pacific in January 1960. It 
served during the Cold War and was deployed to Vietnam 
three times, during which it earned multiple Meritorious Unit 
Citations. 

The ship is named after Merritt Austin Edson, who 
received the Medal of Honor near the end of his 30-year 
military career for his heroism in successfully withdrawing 
units to a reserve line with minimum casualties during a heavy 
attack in the Solomon Islands by the Japanese in September 
1942. 
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39. USS Texas Springs More Leaks; 1,500 Gallons Per Minute Leaking 
(HOUSTON CHRONICLE 25 JUN 12) ... Allan Turner 

Workers aboard the USS Texas hardly had time to 
celebrate the patching of a 2-inch hole in the century-old 
battleship's bottom before rivet and seam leaks once again 
catapulted the vessel into a crisis situation. 

On Saturday night, ship manager Andy Smith said, water 
gushed through leaks in the ship's rear port side at a rate of 
100 gallons per minute. By Sunday morning, the back third of 
the ship was flooded to the water line and hard aground. 

The adverse developments came just one day after Smith, 
who manages the vessel for the Texas Department of Parks 
and Wildlife, declared that the main and several smaller leaks 
had been patched and de-watering operations completed. 

On Monday, Smith said workers have found two areas 
with serious leaks. One consists of three leaks; the second has 
"a couple of holes, a seam leak and at least three rivet leaks all 
in the same vicinity," he said. 

Smith placed the volume of the leaks on Monday morning 
at about 1,500 gallons per minute. Additionally, he said, oil 
abatement workers were again summoned to the vessel after 
an oil sheen was spotted at the battleship's berth. 

The ship, which served in both world wars, has been on 
exhibit at the San Jacinto Battlefield State Historic Site since 
1948. In 1988, the vessel underwent repairs at a Galveston 
ship yard; in 2007, Texas voters approved a $25 million bond 
issue to repair and dry berth the ship. 

Smith said examination of the ship's bottom revealed it to 
be badly corroded. As long as the vessel remains in salt water, 
he said, it will be subject to leaks. 

The ship, which had reopened Saturday, is now closed 
indefinitely. 
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OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
40. OpSail Event Will Celebrate State’s Maritime History 
(NORWICH (CT) BULLETIN 24 JUN 12) ... Rob Simmons 

For Americans of all ages, the Fourth of July is a special 
holiday, a reason to celebrate the birth of our nation. 

On that historic day in 1776, a dedicated band of patriots 
put their names on the Declaration of Independence, and by so 
doing, pledged their “lives, fortunes and sacred honor.” 

For them it was a revolutionary act; for the British it was 
treason. 

The suffering that followed was staggering, yet our 
forefathers and foremothers persevered and eventually 
triumphed. As a veteran, I often think about the sacrifices 
made by those who fought for our freedom in places such as 
Concord, Bunker Hill and Yorktown. 

Closer to my home in southeastern Connecticut, I also 
think about the brave Americans at the Battle of Groton 
Heights — a battle that involved the massacre of young 
American patriots by British troops under the command of the 
traitor Benedict Arnold. And we remember Nathan Hale, our 
state hero, whose only regret was that he had “but one life to 
lose” for his country. 

Thirty years later, our young nation was again at war with 
Great Britain, and our state was again affected. The first shots 
in the War of 1812 were a naval engagement in the waters off 
of New London. 

There were other engagements in our state, including the 
heroic stand taken by civilian soldiers in Stonington. Vastly 
outnumbered and overpowered, they withstood an assault by 
British forces far superior in firepower, but not in 
determination. 

200th anniversary 

This year marks the 200th anniversary of that war and we 
have a unique opportunity to celebrate the important 
milestone. On July 6, Connecticut is throwing a patriotic party 
in Niantic and New London. 

Operation Sail and the U.S. Navy have joined forces to 
produce a series of events in seven port cities, climaxing in 
New London. OpSail 2012CT is also joining New London’s 
Sailfest to make it an even greater event, with tall ships, Navy 
and Coast Guard vessels, historical reenactments and 
encampments, specialty foods, music, a spectacular fireworks 
show and much more. 

Connecticut has a proud maritime history. 
We are home to our nation’s first submarine base, which 

today plays a vital role in the defense of our country and is a 
key player in our state’s economic well-being. We’re also 
proud to be home to the U.S. Coast Guard Academy, one of 
only five service academies nationwide, where the best and 
brightest of our youth are trained to serve and protect. 

New London is the home port for the Coast Guard’s 
Cutter Eagle, also known as America’s Tall Ship. She will 
proudly lead more than 20 ships in the parade into New 
London harbor on the morning of July 7. 

If you want to know more about Opsail Connecticut, visit 
OpSail2012CT.org, or better yet, come and visit and see for 
yourself. 

Make this Fourth of July weekend a time of special 
celebration for you and your family. 

Rob Simmons, former 2nd District congressman, resides 
in Stonington and is treasurer of OpSail2012CT. 
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41. Law Of The Sea, Vetoes And The Constitution 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 26 JUN 12) ... Caitlyn Antrim 

Richard Douglas's letter (June 21) questions the existence 
of a U.S. veto in the U.N. Convention on the Law of the Sea. 
But just as with the U.S. Constitution, the word "veto" does 
not appear in the UNCLOS, but it exists nonetheless. 

It is based on provisions in the 1994 agreement on 
implementation of the convention. 

The U.S. has a permanent seat waiting for us on the 
Council of the International Seabed Authority, guaranteed by 
the specification of the "State, on the date of entry into force 
of this Convention, having the largest economy in terms of 

gross domestic product." Proposals on the four most critical 
issues must be approved by consensus of the council. Finally, 
the assembly of the authority may approve a council proposal 
or return it, but it may not revise nor replace it, nor may it act 
on its own initiative. On the critical issues, once the U.S. joins 
the convention, our consensus-blocking "no" means "no" and 
that, most certainly, is a veto. 

Caitlyn Antrim served as a deputy U.S. representative to 
the U.N. Conference on the Law of the Sea in 1982 
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42. The Missing Facts On The Law Of The Sea Treaty 
(WASHINGTON POST 26 JUN 12) ... Kenneth C. Brill 

George F. Will’s June 24 op-ed column on the Law of the 
Sea Treaty, “The LOST Sinkhole,” was long on rather 
startling opinions (Donald Rumsfeld is more persuasive than 
George Schultz on international issues, and the United States 
needs to revert to the era of gunboat diplomacy) and short on 
facts about the treaty, which established rights and limits of 
maritime nations 

One fact is that President Reagan bound the United States 
by executive order to adhere to the parts of the treaty with 
which he agreed and sought to renegotiate the things he did 
not like. Negotiations to fix all the issues Reagan objected to 
were successfully concluded in the mid-1990s, which is why 
all former Republican secretaries of state now support the 
treaty’s ratification by the Senate. Among the improvements 
to the treaty is the United States’ veto power over the work of 
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the International Seabed Authority (it is the only state with 
such power). 

Another fact is that the seabed authority is run by state 
parties to the treaty, not by the United Nations. And Mr. Will 
dismissed the fact that the current and former chairmen of the 
chiefs of staff, the current and former chiefs of naval operation 
and the current and former commandants of the Coast Guard 
support the treaty’s ratification by saying we need better 
admirals and more ships. 

Mr. Will also brushed aside the strong support for the 
treaty by a broad cross-section of U.S. industry. Mr. Will is 
entitled to his opinions, but his readers deserve more facts. 

Kenneth C. Brill, Bethesda was principal deputy assistant 
secretary and acting assistant secretary for the State 
Department’s Bureau of Oceans and International 
Environmental and Scientific Affairs, which oversees U.S. 
diplomacy on the Law of the Sea, from 1999 to 2001. 
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BBLLOOGGSS::  
43. EXCERPTS FROM BLOGS AROUND THE WORLD 
(PUBLISHED 22 – 25 JUN 12) 

 
Civil-Military Relations and the Profession of Arms by 

Gen. Martin E. Dempsey from Chairman’s Corner 
(American Forces Press Service), June 25 

Army Gen. Martin E. Depmsey is Chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff. 

I talk about the importance of “trust” at every opportunity. 
Trust is the cornerstone of our profession. It binds us with 
those we serve-the American people and the elected officials 
who represent them. This trust relationship cannot be taken for 
granted. We must continually earn and re-earn it every day. 

One way we earn this trust is by avoiding partisan 
activities. I wrote about this in a recent Joint Force Quarterly 
article. We must understand why our military as a profession 
embraces political neutrality as a core value. We show fidelity 
to the Constitution every day by embracing this foundational 
principle. We are not elected to serve; rather, we elect to 
serve. 

Of course, we are all entitled to our private and personal 
opinions. And, I know we all take our obligations as citizens 
seriously. No uniformed member should ever feel constrained 
in their well-earned right to vote. 

The uniform, however, brings its own obligations. All 
those who actively wear the uniform should be familiar with 
the regulations that guide political activity. The lines between 
the professional, personal—and virtual—are blurring. Now 
more than ever, we have to be exceptionally thoughtful about 
what we say and how we say it. 

In my judgment, we must continue to be thoughtful about 
how our actions and opinions reflect on the profession beyond 
active service. Former and retired service members, especially 
Generals and Admirals, are connected to military service for 
life. When the title or uniform is used for partisan purposes, it 
can erode the trust relationship. We must all be conscious of 
this, or we risk adversely affecting the very profession to 
which we dedicated most of our adult lives. 

I welcome your thoughts on this topic. To gain additional 
perspective, I commend to you a speech given in May 2006 by 
Gen. Charles G. Boyd, USAF (ret.) at Air University, 
available at 
http://www.au.af.mil/au/aul/img/boyd_speech_auGrad_2006.p
df. 

 
Crowd Sourcing Fleet Tactics To Spur Naval 

Innovation by Lt. Rob McFall from Information 
Dissemination, June 23 

LT Rob McFall is a Surface Warfare Officer that did two 
tours on USS WINSTON S. CHURCHILL (DDG-81). He is 
currently stationed in Washington, DC where he is the 
Editorial Board Vice Chairman for the United States Naval 
Institute and is on the Board of Directors for the Surface Navy 
Association. 

Since it’s forming in 1775 the United States Navy has 
been an innovative force. Naval Ships have evolved from sail, 
to coal, to gas turbine to nuclear. Naval Weapons Systems 
went from black powder cannons to the Aegis Weapon 
System, Cruise missiles, carrier aviation, and now unmanned 
systems. 

Innovation around the world is stepping up and there is a 
real question as to whether our naval force is innovating fast 
enough to maintain our preeminence long term. Therefore, the 
Navy has decided to renew its focus on innovation. To head 
the innovation charge, the Naval Warfare Development 
Command (NWDC) was deemed the Navy Center for 
Innovation. The question begs though, how should the navy 
steam ahead to foster new ideas and innovation in the fleet? 
The answer to that question is a crowd sourced conversation 
on fleet tactics. 

Crowd Sourcing 
If you aren’t familiar with the TED Conference, it stands 

for Technology Entertainment and Design and it is a fantastic 
series of conference lectures that take place around the world 
and are available online. TED brings in phenomenal speakers 
to share their thoughts and insights. Lectures range from 
lessons on the composition of the brain to wheelchair design. 
TED’s Chris Anderson gave his own TED Speech in July of 
2010 called “how web video powers global innovation.” He 
argues that Crowd Sourced Innovation on web forums like 
YouTube is changing the world. Innovation companies like 
Quirky are already showing the power that crowd sourcing is 
having on innovation in the private sector. Anderson says that 
in order to have crowd sourcing you have to have three things; 
a crowd, the desire, and light. Once these three things are 
achieved, through crowd sourcing, innovation can occur in 
any arena from breakdancing to the United States Navy. 

Build a Crowd 
The first thing that the navy needs for crowd sourced 

innovation is to transform an audience into a crowd. An 
audience is a group of people that listens, whereas a crowd is 
one that provides interaction and feedback. By history and 
structure, the navy is an organization that fosters an audience. 
This huge, 320,000 strong audience needs to be converted into 
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a crowd that can be the source of creative wealth from which 
the Navy is to draw from. In order to do that there are a 
number of divisions that have to be mended. 

Generational Divide 
“If the current leadership in the public and private 

sectors learns to accept, deploy, and manage 
Generation Y effectively, the millennial could even 
provide an echo of the grit and selfless heroism that 
inspired journalist Tom Brokaw to label their 
grandparents “the greatest generation.” On the other 
hand if the leadership fails to understand and adapt- if 
it insists on harnessing millennial with outdated 
mindset, rules, and processes- it could squander a 
historic opportunity to reinvigorate the military and 
rekindle an idealistic, can-do spirit in a wide variety of 
institutions.” 

- Military of Millennials – Booze Allen Hamilton 
2008 
The first major divide within the naval force is 

generational. Due to the age difference between our senior 
admirals and our new recruits generational divides within the 
navy are a normal but they manifest themselves in different 
ways. The Boomers currently make up the Navy’s senior 
leadership and Gen X makes up the midgrade officers. The 
millennial generation, born after 1981, is the most recent 
addition to the professional dialog and desperately wants to be 
recognized as an influential part of the greater conversation. 
With this generation, Internet usage is up, printed news is 
down, unconventional warfare is the norm, economic 
insecurity is a new reality, cyber crime is the nuclear threat of 
the day, and a globally interconnected environment is a fact of 
life. Within the Navy both young and old alike need to 
recognize the characteristics of their own generation. One of 
largest difference between the generations currently 
represented in the military is the way in which they 
communicate. This communications divide can be bridged if 
members recognizing how each other communicates, respect 
what others can add to the conversation, accept the challenges 
that the community faces and together lead the Navy into the 
next generation. 

It is important to state that this new generation of Officers 
and Sailors are proud to be a part of their chosen profession 
and embrace those things that are timeless to the service. 
Chiefs still lead Sailors at the deckplate level. All enjoy a 
good sunset at sea, a dark night with an open sky full of stars, 
going fast, and shooting big guns. Officers still have to work 
with Chiefs to ensure the maintenance is getting done, black 
coffee makes all things possible, deployments still mean long 
periods away from home and spending time in dry dock is still 
a miserable existence. When junior and retired officers talk 
about their time in service they can always relate. There is a 
special bond. There is a common sacrifice, common hardship, 
and a common leadership experience at sea. Of course old 
timers give a hard time about air-conditioned engine rooms 
and Internet connectivity, but that doesn’t take away from the 
larger picture. Active duty Sailors today have been intimately 
involved in real world Tomahawk missile strikes, pirate 
captures, deployment of Marines in combat, Riverine 
Operations, humanitarian assistance, disaster relief missions, 
as well as ground combat in Iraq and Afghanistan. All are still 

proud to be a part of a community that can project American 
might around the world. 

Critics are quick to point out that the millennial 
generation also has its shortcomings, and that is absolutely 
true. As a generation, the millennials always want to give 
input, are less patient, privacy is less important, instant 
accessibility to information is desired and constant feedback is 
expected. Both the positive and negative generational 
characteristics provide a framework for senior leaders to view 
juniors from; however, each person should be taken as an 
individual because it is his or her own background, life 
experiences, and environment which will determine which of 
these characteristics are exhibited. It is the desire to provide 
input and receive feedback thought that should be harnessed to 
transform the audience into a crowd. 

Senior and retired military members have the expertise. 
They have been there and know where the sinkholes are. Only 
by learning what has been done before can we keep from 
making the same mistakes over again. NWDC’s Innovator’s 
Guide says that “junior leaders are often uniquely positioned 
to recognize emerging problems and propose new ways to 
employ the latest technology.” Through a professional dialog 
that bridges the generations we can link the experience of 
those that have gone before with the energy and creative spark 
of those that are just joining the fleet. As the Law of the Sea 
states, “the strength of one length of the cable, determines the 
strength of the chain.” We still have the strongest links, but we 
have to bring them together to ensure a mighty chain. 

Community Divide 
The Naval Service is also divided along community lines. 

Aviators and the airwing operate separately from the ship 
drivers who are separate from the bubbleheads. Every 
community fosters a tight knit group within itself. Among the 
leadership who define the culture of a community there is no 
shared tactical language that crosses the community barriers. 
The Marine Corps is perhaps the best example of a cohesive 
fighting force that broke down those internal barriers. Because 
every Marine is a rifleman and all the officers went through 
TBS, they are able to speak the same language, whether they 
are in the air or on the ground. This is a trait that distinguishes 
them and makes them a much more deadly force than they 
would be as individual units. 

As a SWO I would love to say that every Naval Officer 
should be a ship driver but that is impossible for many 
reasons, least of which that we do not have enough ships to 
facilitate it. However, there does need to be some common 
thread, some common tactical language that can be fused 
together so that the Navy, if required, could move forward as 
one Fleet and know exactly what to expect from the other 
units in the force. Not only can we as a naval service step up 
and have a more robust conversation that brings in junior and 
senior officers alike, but can come together as one so that 
aviators understand and predict what the SWOs are going to 
do in a tactical engagement, and SWOs understand what the 
Submariners are going to do etc. Now that the money is drying 
up, we have to be more effective with what we have, and the 
best way for us to be more tactically effective is to be a more 
cohesive fighting force. 

Desire: Solve Warfigher Capability Needs 
I am not an advocate for frequent changes in laws 

and constitutions, but laws and institutions must go 
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hand in hand with the progress of the human mind. As 
that becomes more developed, more enlightened, as 
new discoveries are made, new truths discovered and 
manners and opinions change, with the change of 
circumstances, institutions must advance also to keep 
pace with the times. We might as well require a man to 
wear still the coat which fitted him when a boy as 
civilized society to remain ever under the regimen of 
their barbarous ancestors. 

- Thomas Jefferson 
Mankind has an inherent desire to innovate the institution 

that he is a part of. On June 6, 2012, The Naval Warfare 
Development Command held a Junior Leader Innovation 
Symposium which was remarkable for several reasons but one 
in particular stood out. Over four hundred junior leaders 
participated from around the fleet either in person in Norfolk, 
or on Defense Connect Online. This turnout was evidence that 
the desire to innovate is in the fleet. To perpetuate that desire 
the service can create a vibrant conversation in which 
everyone feels they can contribute and wants to provide 
feedback to. As a generation the millennials want to provide 
input and receive feedback. There is one single conversation 
that can harness this desire, motivate the crowd, focus on the 
warfighter and identify capability gaps that can be filled 
through innovation; Fleet Tactics. 

Twenty-six years ago, Captain Wayne Hughes wrote Fleet 
Tactics: Theory and Practice, which is still regarded as one of 
the preeminent works on Naval Tactics. In it he stated “Good 
tactics in wartime derive from good tactical study in 
peacetime.” Everyone in the Navy, from SN Timmy that 
learns about SPY to the CNO has an impact on tactics. JAGs 
learn about ROE. Intel officers collect information on the 
capabilities of the adversary. SWOs, Aviators, and 
Submariners all learn about the capabilities of their current 
platforms, how to employ them in combat, and what aspects of 
their platforms can be improved. Scientists know what is 
possible now and what the emerging technologies are that will 
push the limits of current tactics in the future. The navy has 
many schools that focus on sharpening tactical skills. These 
schools, in combination with vibrant discussions in 
wardrooms and ready rooms around the fleet can effectively 
provide the tactical baseline for each community; however, the 
connective tissue that forms the bridge between communities, 
known as Fleet Tactics, is left completely void. 

Give it Light 
Articles on tactics should dominate the Naval 

Institute Proceedings, as they did in the period from 
1900 to 1910. The hard core of the Naval War College 
curriculum should be naval operations, as it was in the 
1930s. War games should stress not merely training 
and experience but the lessons learned from each 
game’s outcome, as in the 1920s and 1930s. 

- Professor Wayne Hughes, Capt. USN (ret) 
The conversation on professional naval issues is alive and 

well. It happens in many forums. From seamen on the mess 
decks to admirals in the Pentagon, wardrooms to Proceedings, 
the conversation is happening, but we are talking past each 
other for two reasons: 

First, the generations are rarely talking in the same 
forums. As mentioned earlier, the millennials have had a 
computer for a majority of their life and want instantaneous 

feedback. Therefor they seek out forums in which they can 
fulfill those requirements. Discussion boards like Sailorbob, 
and The Stupid shall be Punished have grown in notoriety 
among Gen X and Millennials. Blogs such as the USNI Blog, 
Information Dissemination, Small Wars Journal Blog, Next 
War at CIMSEC and Disruptive Thinkers have also flourished 
among this demographic. Social Media outlets like Facebook, 
Linkedin, Flicker and Twitter facilitate further disseminating 
the conversation among younger users. Hundreds of active 
duty Sailors come together daily in these forums to talk about 
everything from the latest promotion board to the capabilities 
of the LCS. Meanwhile more senior officers tend to stick to 
traditional means of communication such as printed 
periodicals like Proceedings, Surface Sitrep, Naval History 
and email groups such as Alidade, the Strategy Group, and the 
Warlord Loop. It is important to state that these are all 
excellent means of communication, they just appeal to 
different demographics and therefor the gap exists. 

Second, the conversation is happening at different levels. 
The discussions of senior officers, and the therefor the forums 
that they participate in, are weighted heavily towards strategic 
level issues. Heated discussions occur on how many ships 
should be in the Navy? How many carriers should we have? Is 
China the next Russia? These are all important conversations 
that should continue. Junior Officers and enlisted sometimes 
join these conversations but it is not where they spend most of 
their time. Unlike most Captains and Admirals of the fleet, 
Junior Officers and enlisted operate on a daily basis in the 
tactical realm. That is where their duties are, there short term 
interest is, and where they can provide useful insight. But in 
order to not fall into the same traps that have occurred through 
history, the youth of today need to share a conversation with 
those that have the experience and expertise of many years in 
the service. Senior and retired officers often know where the 
pitfalls are and can add that valuable insight to the innovative 
process. 

One thing that is hindering the open discussion of tactics 
is the concern that it will endanger classified information. 
Many believe that it is impossible to have a true discussion of 
tactics in an unclass forum. This is not true. Obviously all 
have to be careful not to share classified information but there 
are plenty of important conversations that can be debated and 
learned from in an open forum. The use of historical 
examples, hypothetical environments, and general tactical 
principles all provide ways to give the discussion light without 
crossing the boundary into the classified realm. 

Conclusion 
In order to crowd source fleet tactics to drive naval 

innovation, this dynamic discussion must happen in print, 
online, in symposiums, around the wardroom, and in school 
houses. The desire exists. The Navy has the audience to make 
a crowd and the means to give it light. A crowd sourced 
conversation on fleet tactics that goes viral, can identify 
capability gaps and innovation is possible today in ways that 
have never been possible before. We have the opportunity to 
cross the generational and community divides and Crowd 
Source a tactical conversation that will ensure we stay the 
most capable Navy in the world. Once again it is time for us to 
read, think, speak and write about tactics. 
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Is There A Connection Between Your Strategic And 
Tactical Assertions? by Wayne P. Hughes, Jr. from 
Information Dissemination, June 25 

Today’s guest is Wayne P. Hughes, Jr., Captain USN 
(Retired), a professor at the Naval Postgraduate School, 
Monterey CA. 

You have written that the nation needs a national 
maritime strategy for the 21st Century. Much longer ago you 
asserted in both editions of your well-received book, Fleet 
Tactics, that small missile combatants have great potential to 
exploit, but I see no evidence of them in the U.S. Navy. Is 
there a connection between your strategic and tactical 
assertions? 

Sic vis pacem, para bellum. 
- Vegetius 

A Durable Strategy For East Asia 
It is a pleasure to contribute to Raymond Pritchett’s 5th 

Anniversary celebration. You will expect from me some 
words on the advantage of small, missile combatants in the U. 
S. Navy since I’ve been demonstrating their value ever since 
1986 with the publication of Fleet Tactics: Theory and 
Practice, where I introduced the imaginary new USS Cushing 
class, a small, lethal missile combatant. So I will first state the 
case for small off-shore combatants and then put them in the 
larger context of an American war at sea strategy. 

Small Combatant Advantages 
The salvo equations make the case for a more distributed 

fleet simply and clearly. They show mathematically that in 
combat between missile-armed warships, numbers are the 
most important property a fleet can have. Specifically they 
show that if your fleet has three times as many combatants as 
mine, then for parity in loss ratios (in other words which side 
will have ships remaining when all of the opponents are out of 
action) to overcome your numerical advantage each of my 
ships must have thrice the offensive power, thrice the 
defensive power, and thrice the survivability (“staying 
power”) of yours. Brief reflection shows why. If you put one 
of my big ships out of action, I simultaneously lose its 
offensive, defensive, and staying powers. 

Another fact demonstrated by the salvo equations is the 
advantage of out-scouting the enemy and launching a first 
effective attack. This phenomenon was first observed in the 
five big Pacific carrier battles of World War II, but the reward 
is even more pronounced in the missile era. 

Third, the salvo equations show that if ship numbers and 
staying power are both small, then an unstable combat 
situation arises in which the shift from total victory to total 
loss occurs within a very small swing in the offensive and 
defensive effectiveness of the two sides. When we must fight 
at sea again, then small numbers of large, offensively potent 
warships that have little staying power against enemy missiles 
are at a great disadvantage, especially in coastal waters when 
there is little defensive depth of fire and abrupt surprise 
attacks will occur—as is already evidenced by the combat 
record in the missile era of warfare to date. 

A very good summary of salvo equation applications and 
some data on combat in the missile era can be found in 
Michael O’Hanlon’s The Science of War. O’Hanlon has 
described the uses and limitations of quantitative methods to 
analyze war, from special operations to general war, and from 
procurement to operational logistics. 

A Corollary 
Big expensive ships are often multi-purpose because the 

marginal cost of adding an additional capability is relatively 
small. But should a carrier, Aegis destroyer, or large 
amphibious ship be attacked, a similar penalty can occur. Loss 
of the ship performing one task results in its loss for 
performing all other tasks. We put 5” guns on DDGs because 
that didn’t cost much more, but DDGs will seldom be risked 
for naval gunfire support and should not be counted on for the 
NGFS mission. An LCS lost employing its mine clearance 
module is lost for use with any other module. 

Small Only Became Possible In Missile Era 
In the battleship era (1880-1920), big (20,000 to 40,000 

tons) was necessary because only big battleships could carry 
the big, rifled guns whose shells could penetrate armor. When 
big aircraft carriers replaced battleships (1940-1970) they had 
to be big enough (again, 20,000 to 40,000 tons) to carry 
combat aircraft. Because carrier aircraft could attack 
battleships, fatally, out to 200 nm, they dominated a 
battleship’s ten-fold firepower advantage, which only reached 
20 nm. In the 1970s when missiles started to replace aircraft as 
the principal weapon, missile ships didn’t have to be big to 
deliver a lethal salvo as far and as accurately as carrier 
aircraft. Missiles have been distributed affordably in many 
small vessels. First there were Soviet Osa’s and Komar’s and 
Israeli Sa’ar boats. Today, the PLAN’s Houbei’s of 250 tons 
are representative. To operate in the South and East China 
Seas we would have to defeat about one hundred of their boats 
carrying 800 missiles. 

Why Do We Care? A Look At Strategy 
The U. S. surface navy has not been challenged in a sea 

battle since 1945. The transition to the missile era went 
unnoticed because we were concerned—properly so—with 
Soviet submarines and land based aircraft, and with projection 
of U. S. power overseas with our own air and missile attacks 
and ground forces. These missions are still important, but now 
the U. S. Navy can also exploit missiles distributed widely in a 
Flotilla of small combatants as many other navies have done. 
On the other hand, unless one knows there is a purpose for the 
flotilla—where and when the U.S. Navy would employ it—
then its advantages in offshore combat are moot. After the fall 
of the Soviet Union, the most valuable fleet combat unit was a 
large, efficient CVN because it could deliver many accurate 
strikes from a safe sea sanctuary in the most cost-effective 
way. An even more vital service of our Navy—carried out 
over a longer time—was the fast, efficient, loss-free delivery 
of ground forces at every scene of action. Both roles have 
supported American national policy by projecting naval power 
from sea to land, which for over 60 years has been the great 
reward of American naval superiority as long as we could 
assume sea control, and a sanctuary from which to deliver 
soldiers, Marines, and special forces. We could and did 
support and sustain ground forces—again, loss free—for as 
long as the operation lasted, whether for a few hours or several 
years. The flotilla becomes relevant when the safe sanctuary 
can no longer be taken for granted, especially when we 
observe China’s growing importance and lethal weapons 
become more common in other littoral waters around the 
world. 
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Influencing China 
The famous maxim of Vegetius, Sic vis pacem, para 

bellum means “If you wish for peace, prepare for war.” The 
aphorism seems self-evident if not trite, yet today amazing 
numbers of intelligent people do not want to face the 
possibility that an ambitious China will sometimes have to be 
constrained, for our sake and for the sake of our Asian allies 
and friends. If the constraint cannot be had without the 
exchange of fire and casualties, then we want the best possible 
chance that the conflict can be circumscribed and terminated 
before it blows up into World War III. 

I will add three corollaries to Vegetius. First, prepare for 
war affordably. Second, para bellum with a flexible strategy to 
keep pace with China. Our most important national strategic 
need for the 21st Century is a way to influence China without 
either getting trapped into a big war or timidly backing off 
from a bullying PRC. Third, prepare for periods of 
cooperation, competition, confrontation, and potentially 
conflict, remembering that one Navy must adapt to all of these 
geopolitical possibilities. 

What follows draws from three workshops with 
participants from the fleet, OPNAV, the NWC, and NPS, 
culminating in a paper by Jeff Kline and me which I will 
summarize here. The full article will be published in the 
Autumn issue of the Naval War College Review under the 
title, “Between Peace and Air-Sea Battle: A War at Sea 
Strategy.” 

The Best Chance To Keep The Competition With 
China Peaceful 

In February, The American Interest carried and article by 
Air Force Chief of Staff General Norton Swartz and the Chief 
of Naval Operations, Admiral Jonathan Greenert. They 
provided solid justification for more closely integrating the 
Air Force and Navy into an Air-Sea Battle capability. We 
applaud Air-Sea Battle as the most effective means of 
preparing for the most challenging conflict: full-scale 
conventional war. But we propose less drastic measures in a 
shopping list for American leadership to respond to any and 
all relationships between the U. S. and China. After all, China 
has a voice in that relationship, and we wish to influence her 
to prefer peace. 

A Strategy Has Ends, Ways, And Means 
Our ends are to deter Chinese land or maritime aggression 

and, failing that, to deny China the use of the sea inside her 
first island chain during hostilities. The ways are four, alone or 
in combination, applied totally or in graduated steps to match 
any Chinese aggression. First, distant interception of Chinese 
shipping. Second submarine attacks and—note this—mining 
well inside China’s Seas. Third, offensive attacks by a new 
Flotilla of numerous small, missile carrying combatants to 
fight on the surface in Chinese waters. And fourth, Marine 
outposts in the first island chain to support flotilla operations 
with surveillance and sustainment and also threaten Chinese 
surface ships with missile batteries. The means are an 
evolving force structure with a better mix of conventional land 
and sea based air, submarines, a flotilla of U. S. and allied 
surface combatants, and Marine battalions equipped to detect, 
protect, and attack from along the edges of the first island 
chain. 

The capacity to deny China its own waters inside the first 
island chain—while executing a distant blockade—provides 

American leadership with many graduated options before 
embarking on the potentially escalatory step of striking 
mainland China. Maritime options should be a more credible 
deterrent than Air-Sea Battle’s escalatory deep strikes, which 
are held in reserve. A strategy of maritime interdiction or 
blockade has been criticized as too slow-acting. But slow-
acting is a good thing. A slow-impact war limited to the seas 
affords time for passions to cool and opportunities for 
negotiation in which both sides back away from an unwanted 
escalation into a long lasting war, with all of its destruction of 
lives and property, full mobilization of the industrial base, 
disastrous effects on world commerce, and controls at home as 
extensive as those imposed during the two World Wars—in 
other words, World War III. 

A tenet of the maritime strategy is that no U. S. Navy 
actions will be initiated except in response to claims by China 
contrary to international law. Our emphasis on influence and 
peacekeeping embraces the notion that we stand ready to 
respond, should China assert hegemonic claims that interfere 
with the freedom of the sea and legitimate fishing and sea bed 
development by other states. In addition, if potential allies 
within the Pacific basin realize we intend to employ limited, 
at-sea-only, responses to Chinese aggression that lessen the 
likelihood of Chinese attacks on their homelands, they may be 
more willing to expand their partnerships with the United 
States. Undersea Operations 

By exploiting our submarines inside the first island chain 
and keeping our large surface combatants well back, we 
neutralize China’s anti-access missile forces. U. S. and allied 
submarines are the lynch pin to deny Chinese subs, surface 
warships, logistics ships, and commercial traffic safe passage 
in the South and East China Seas. A combination of the 
following choices is open to U. S. policy makers: 

the shock destruction of a prominent Chinese warship in 
the way HMS Conqueror sank the Argentine cruiser, General 
Belgrano, making clear the Royal Navy’s intention to enforce 
a maritime exclusion zone around the Falkland Islands. 

 mining Chinese bases or commercial ports of our 
choice. 

 tracking and sinking all Chinese submarines at sea 
except SSBNs. 

 sinking Chinese surface warships at sea. 

 after establishing exclusion zones for all commercial 
shipping, sinking anything found inside them, while 
preserving routes for innocent friendly traffic into 
East Asian states. 

Flotilla Operations 
To this existing undersea capability I want to add a new 

flotilla of small missile combatants that would operate on the 
surface in the China Seas. The Navy should draw from foreign 
designs and also those tested in campaign studies and war 
games at NPS and the Naval War College. Our workshops 
suggest three prominent employments: 

Conduct hit and run raids on illegitimate Chinese seabed 
exploitations that are contrary to international law. 

Escort vital shipping into friendly ports, especially in the 
South China Sea. 

Augment Japanese patrol vessels to constrain illegal 
interference by China near the Senkaku Islands. 
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During peacetime, their presence serves as a signal of 
American commitment, helping to motivate peaceful 
resolution of disputes over economic exclusion zones, while 
conducting many small-ship exercises and port visits with the 
Philippines, Malaysia, Brunei, Vietnam, and Singapore. 

What would the flotilla look like? In rough terms we 
envision individual small combatants of about 600 tons that 
carry about eight surface-to-surface missiles, depend on 
deception, soft kill, numbers, and point defense for survival, 
and are supported by off-board manned or unmanned aerial 
vehicles for surveillance and tactical scouting. To paint a 
picture of possible tactical configurations, I contemplate the 
smallest element to be a mutually supporting pair, a squadron 
to comprise eight vessels, and a deployed force of four 
squadrons. The entire flotilla would comprise about eight 
squadrons. Costing less than $100 million each, the entire 
force would take only a small fraction—around 4%--of the 
shipbuilding budget and be inexpensive to operate. 

Potential Operations From The First Island Chain 
Marines can be ready to establish outposts in the first 

island chain that border the East and South China Seas. From 
nearby bases, small, mobile Marine expeditionary elements 
can be quickly moved into preplanned locations. These 
outposts can be made difficult to find and even harder to 
attack in the surfeit of islands and coastal terrains. Marine 
presence implies an asymmetric maritime response to the 
threat of invasion of Taiwan. In the event of war at sea, 
Marine expeditionary forces would deny use of the first island 
chain by China and foster quick-reaction raids, land-to-sea 
missile attacks, air surveillance, and collaborative island 
employment with allies. 

Maritime Interdiction And Blockade Operations 
Though discussed last, interdiction would in most 

instances be our first action to indicate the seriousness of the 
U. S. government in response to belligerent actions by China 
contrary to international law or conventions. Maritime 
interdiction can be graduated from a small number of 
inspections, through seizure of select cargoes such as crude 
oil, up to a full blockade. The interdiction would be imposed 
at the Singapore, Sunda, and Lombok Straits and to the extent 
feasible in the Luzon Strait. Since a blockade cannot be 
carried out risk-free, it would operate under the cover of 
carrier battle groups that remain out of range of land-based 
missiles and aircraft. With Japanese participation, the Ryukyu 
Island chain would be closed to all Chinese traffic. 

Wishing Does Not Make A Strategy 
Our assertions in favor of developing a war at sea strategy 

are hypotheses. Further analysis, war gaming, and policy 
discussion must be pursued in the fleet and at the Naval War 
College. The forthcoming Naval War College Review’s essay 
by Kline and Hughes lists seven things to explore, but here I 
invite readers to comment on their own issues. Here is one 
example: 

How should we disseminate the change of strategy that is 
intended to maintain our influence in the Western Pacific? I 
believe for unity of effort among the U. S. armed forces and 
our partners in Asia, the strategy must be openly published. 
China won’t like it, but it is a peacekeeping strategy, not at all 
a manifest for aggression. 

The Strategy Applied To Iran Is Different 

I am not a strategist. Effecting a strategy is an arcane art 
with wheels within wheels of negotiations and insights that I 
dinna ken. But if shooting ensues it is well to remember the 
lead essay in the Naval War College Review, Jan-Feb 1986: 
“Naval Tactics and Their Influence on Strategy.” In it I say 
that tactical readiness and training must actually win the 
battles that the strategy takes for granted. Or as Bradley Fiske 
said: “No naval policy can be wise unless it takes into very 
careful account the tactics that ought to be used in war; in 
order that the proper kinds of ships may be built and the 
proper kinds of organizations, drills, and discipline be devised 
to carry those tactics into good effect.” In other words, Sic vis 
pacem, para bellum. 

American strategy for the Middle East is as intricate as for 
East Asia, but its success depends on different operations and 
tactics for Iran than for China. I conjecture that to constrain 
Iranian aggression, it is best to reverse the planned sequence 
of actions for China. Iran must know that our response to any 
aggression from missile attacks, to employment of forces on 
the ground, to closure of the Strait of Hormuz will be 
disproportionate—not at all in keeping with just war doctrine. 
Nor should we contemplate conducting any except special 
operations on the ground: no invasion by conventional forces. 
My conjectured strategy would start with massive Air-Sea 
Battle strikes that destroy the Iranian economy and—insofar 
as possible—the military means to close the Strait of Hormuz. 
Taking our time as the world economies suffer, frustration 
mounts, and Iran learns that we will only negotiate on our 
terms, meanwhile we assemble a large fleet to clear the Strait 
and place naval forces— small and lethal ones for the most 
part—inside the Persian Gulf sufficient to safeguard 
commercial traffic for all other nations in the Strait and in the 
Gulf. 

The devastating strike operations might last many weeks. 
Reopening the Strait may take several months. Keeping peace 
in the Strait and the Gulf may last a long time. Hence, 
logistical support is also important and it will be vastly 
different than for East Asia. How will we sustain the 
operations of a flotilla of the small vessels I prefer? The 
answer here will only be suggestive. A CVN’s afloat 
manpower is about 5,000, while the total manpower in, say, 
forty small and lethal combatants inside the Gulf would be 
about 1,000. The presence of both capabilities will probably 
be needed, but supporting the small combatants inside the 
Gulf won’t dominate the effort during the time it takes to 
persuade Iran to make peace. Of course by far the biggest 
savings in delivery and support will be the absence of a 
presence on the ground. 

Full Circle: A Few More Words About The Flotilla 
I have emphasized the offshore combat force because it is 

the only new element of a durable, sustainable war-at-sea fleet 
to influence China. Nor is it new except in the U. S. Navy. We 
do not need to develop fancy, expensive designs that are more 
technologically sophisticated than those in experienced coastal 
navies, such as Sweden, Singapore, and Israel. We just need to 
learn from their vessels and tactics, get proposals for bids out, 
and start the competition with, say, three or four different 
squadrons of eight ships by each builder. Then we can develop 
tactics that rival those of the best coastal fleets around the 
world. 
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Here is a very brief introduction to the tactical 
considerations in missile combat that are different from past 
U. S. Navy experience. In the battleship era a fleet 
concentrated its fire and maintained control in a tight column. 
Aircraft carriers shifted to circular formations already 
developed before the war, but through all of 1942 American 
tacticians debated whether more than one CV should be inside 
a destroyer screen. By 1944, thanks to the power of the 
defense by fighters directed from CICs and much better AAW 
weapons, the U. S. Navy settled on three or four CVs and 
CVLs inside one screen and, at least under Admiral Raymond 
Spruance, kept all carriers together in a mutually supporting 
disposition. Today a networked flotilla of many small vessels 
has choices because it can concentrate missile fire in time and 
space from a dispersed disposition or concentrate physically if 
that has defensive advantages. The choice will probably 
depend on the amount of clutter (fishing boats, coastal traffic, 
small islands and oil rigs, and estuaries used for concealment), 
both sides’ methods of offensive scouting and tracking, and 
our command-control system’s effectiveness for coordinated 
engagement. If we knew the best tactics, I would not write 
them here for they are the stuff of surprise and victory at sea. 
But until we have vessels for squadron operations and have 
studied the flotilla operations of other navies, we can’t know 
the best tactics to attack and survive. 

Conclusions 
I don’t think a USN flotilla is absolutely necessary to 

confront China. Not yet. But coastal combatants have value 
out of all proportion to their modest construction and 
operating costs, including the cost of forward support. They 
give China a new and different problem to solve on the surface 
of the season which its prosperity depends. They can go into 
China’s Seas, fight, and sometimes die in waters where CVNs, 
DDGs, and large amphibians should not go and would likely 
die at the onset of a lethal confrontation. 

Coastal missile combatants aren’t absolutely necessary in 
a war with Iran, either, but they will be a great comfort to our 
big blue water warships if they know they will not be on point 
while clearing and entering the Strait of Hormuz. The 
flotilla—along with patrol craft—is the vessels we should 
operate in the Persian Gulf in a Middle East crisis. Should 
occasion arise to show the American flag—or fight—in other 
cul de sacs around the world such as the Yellow Sea, Black 
Sea, Baltic, Aegean, or Eastern Mediterranean, flotilla vessels 
are a better size, cost, and capability to put at risk than 
carriers, cruisers, or submarines. Coastal combatants are best 
to cooperate effectively with partners such as South Korea, 
Turkey, Sweden, Israel, and Singapore, whose training and 
experience, I point out, exceed our own. 

 
What should the U.S. Army be contributing to AirSea 

Battle? by Andrew Exum from Information 
Dissemination, June 26 

Today's guest is Dr. Andrew Exum, Senior Fellow at the 
Center for New American Security. 

I want to start out this post by first congratulating 
Raymond “Galrahn” Pritchett and the rest of the team at 
Information Dissemination for a great five years of blogging. 
Much of what I have learned about naval forces over the years 
has come from reading this blog, and it has been great fun for 
me, a Tennessean, to watch the struggles of Galrahn’s beloved 

Razorbacks this off-seasons after too many football seasons in 
which my Volunteers have come up short against our western 
neighbors. 

You may wonder what I, a blogger who normally writes 
on conventional ground forces and special operations forces, is 
doing on a blog that focuses on naval forces. The answer is 
that I have been asked to explain how the U.S. Army would fit 
into the air-sea battle joint operating concept. 

Like many people – to include some of our closest allies 
in the Asia-Pacific region – I have struggled to understand 
exactly what the air-sea battle joint operating concept is. As I 
understand it, based on both public statements as well as 
conversations with U.S. Air Force and Navy planners, air-sea 
battle is a developing concept for how the U.S. Air Force and 
Navy would neutralize Chinese anti-access weapons systems. 
(No one ever says the weapons systems are Chinese, of 
course, but you can’t very well admit you are planning for the 
event of war with your largest trading partner.) 

Like air-land battle in the 1970s and 1980s, air-sea battle 
allows two services to both provide an operational frame of 
reference for their officer corps as well as to present a 
justification for the acquisition of big-ticket weapons systems. 
(Cynical U.S. Army officers grouse air-sea battle is a muddled 
scheme primarily designed to protect the budgets of the Air 
Force and Navy.) 

To my untrained eye, though, air-sea battle doesn’t look 
too different from what air and naval forces have traditionally 
done, which is to guard the commons. And so a quest to figure 
out how the U.S. Army might fit into air-sea battle should 
begin with understanding how the U.S. Army has traditionally 
operated alongside the U.S. Navy. 

Traditionally, naval forces exist to do four things, Bernard 
Brodie informs us: (1) ensure the free flow of friendly 
commerce across the high seas; (2) facilitate the movement of 
friendly armies across the high seas; (3) deny the free flow of 
enemy commerce across the high seas; and (4) deny the 
movement of enemy armies across the high seas. 

Air-sea battle is a somewhat natural extension of those 
traditional missions, and the role played by the U.S. Army 
would not much change. Army and Marine units would pretty 
much be along for the ride until someone hits land, and as 
Gen. Ray Odierno is only too happy to point out, seven of the 
largest 10 land armies in the world are in Asia. 

I will conclude my post by writing something more about 
the U.S. Army. A few months ago, I worried in World Politics 
Review that the U.S. Army was adrift. While the U.S. Air 
Force and Navy had developed air-sea battle in the decade 
since the September 11th attacks, the U.S. Army had no 
relevant operating concept for the 21st Century. I also worried 
the U.S. Army was not led by the right men. Gen. Odierno is a 
“Sam Damon” type – an honest “soldier’s officer” and a man 
with more experience fighting wars than fighting budget 
battles on Capitol Hill. But I underestimated the ties Gen. 
Odierno and his deputy Gen. Lloyd Austin had developed with 
visiting U.S. congressmen during their years in Baghdad. 
These two leaders have real credibility on Capitol Hill. 

Based on discussions with military officers and 
congressional staffers, I’m not sure you can say the same thing 
about the leadership of the U.S. Air Force and Navy. The 
struggles of expensive weapons systems such as the F-35, F-
22 and LCS have left congressmen and their staffs jaded and 
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have eroded the credibility of the U.S. Air Force leadership in 
particular. (The number of F-35s the Air Force says it “needs” 
has fluctuated from year to year, much to the annoyance of the 
Congress.) 

How all that affects air-sea battle going forward, of 
course, remains to be seen. I still believe the U.S. Army is in 
line for still greater cuts in the future and that air-sea battle 
offers a way for the U.S. Air Force and Navy to better explain 
their continued and increasing relevance. 

 
U.S. Strategic Thinking About The Indian Ocean by 

David Brewster from the Lowy Interpreter, June 26 
U.S. strategic thinking about the Indian Ocean is in a state 

of flux. While it is not at all clear where it will go, we can 
nevertheless understand some of the basics of U.S. strategy in 
the region. 

The strategic importance of the Indian Ocean region has 
come into vogue over the last few years. Robert Kaplan 
famously claimed that the Indian Ocean would become 'centre 
stage' for the twenty-first century. A U.S. Navy and Marines' 
2007 strategic concept paper nominated the Indian Ocean and 
the Pacific as the two oceans where combat power will be 
'continuously postured'. The January 2012 Defense Guidance 
is rather more ambiguous about the place of the Indian Ocean 
in U.S. thinking, although it identifies India as the key U.S. 
security partner in the region. 

Clearly there is a need for the U.S. to redefine its strategic 
role in the region as a consequence of the drawdown of U.S. 
commitments in Iraq and Afghanistan. At the same time, there 
are concerns about the rise of China's military power in East 
Asia. However, a coherent strategy in the IOR is still the 
subject of debate, and there are many questions to be 
answered: 

 Should the Indian Ocean region be seen as an 
extension of the Pacific? 

 What to do with China (constrain or cooperate)? 

 Should the U.S. attempt to develop a region-wide 
security architecture? 

 Should be U.S. adopt a 'Neo-Nixonian' doctrine in the 
region (encouraging 'self help' by friends and allies in 
a manner similar to U.S. policy in the years following 
the Vietnam war)? 

While strategic theories are being debated, some 
important features of U.S. strategy in the Indian Ocean are 
becoming relatively clear. These include the following: 

 The U.S. perceives a relatively wide range of 
potential threats to its interests in the IOR, ranging 
from state-based threats (such as from China and 
Iran) to non-state actors. There are numerous security 
concerns, ranging from SLOC protection to nuclear 
proliferation to failed states. The threat of Islamic 
terrorism remains important but has considerably less 
priority than it had several years ago. 

 the U.S. perceive China as a significant strategic 
concern across the entire Indo-Pacific. Although any 
threat from China will arise primarily in East Asia, 
China is also seen as a long-term (if largely 
undefined) threat to U.S. interests in the Indian 
Ocean. The 'string of pearls' theory (the idea that 

China has ambitions to establish a string of naval 
bases across the Indian Ocean) is not given a great 
deal of credence, although it is recognised that China 
is building relationships in the region that could be of 
future military value. 

 Significant U.S. defence spending cuts in coming 
years will result in a reduction in resources that the 
U.S. is able to commit to the Indian Ocean. The 
Asian 'pivot' (or 'Rebalance') will involve a greater 
relative focus of U.S. defence resources on East Asia 
than is currently the case, and relatively less on the 
Indian Ocean. Cuts will be largest among ground 
forces (including headcount reductions of more than 
100,000 in the Army and Marines), but there will also 
be significant cuts to the Air Force. The U.S. Navy 
will suffer the least reductions. 

 A reduction in committed defence resources may 
create a capability gap in the Indian Ocean region. 
This may be partially ameliorated by the shift in U.S. 
defence resources from the Northwest Pacific 
towards the Southwest Pacific (including Australia, 
Singapore and Guam). These resources may be 
available for deployment in the Indian Ocean. There 
is likely to be greater reliance on Diego Garcia as a 
staging point for resources brought into the region in 
response to specific threats. 

 The majority of this capability gap needs to be filled 
by U.S. friends and allies. This primarily means 
India, although there is a hope that Australia and 
others such as Indonesia can assume greater 
responsibilities for regional security. It is believed 
that India's strategic interests in the Indian Ocean are 
broadly aligned with U.S. interests and that the U.S. 
can therefore safely rely on India to assume a 
considerable share of the security burden. 

 While U.S. pronouncements have gone out of their 
way to avoid any suggestion of an alliance with 
India, there is a great deal of optimism that India will 
work with the U.S. in providing security to the 
region. Whether India can be persuaded to do so is an 
open question. 

 There will be a change in the nature of U.S. power 
projection in the region. The U.S. will likely seek to 
exercise what U.S. Chief of Naval Operations 
Admiral Jonathan Greenert has called the 'offshore 
option' to U.S. strategic requirements. This would 
involve much greater reliance on the U.S. Navy and 
much less on ground forces. 

It will be interesting to see how all this can be pulled 
together into a coherent strategy. Possibly all that can be 
hoped for is that the U.S. will seek to pragmatically 'manage' 
as best it can the various security threats it faces in the Indian 
Ocean. 

David Brewster is a Visiting Fellow at the Strategic & 
Defence Studies Centre, Australian National University. 

 
YOUR Navy Operating Forward from Navy Live, 

June 25 
Right now your Navy is 100% on watch around the globe 

helping to preserve the American way of life. Whether it be 
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operating and training in the waters off the coast of Virginia 
or forward deployed to the South China Sea, the flexibility and 
presence provided by our U.S. naval forces provides national 
leaders with great options for protecting and maintaining our 
national security and interests around the world. The imagery 
below highlights the Navy’s ability to provide those options by 
operating forward. 

 The sun sets behind the guided-missile destroyer USS 
Nitze (DDG 94). 

 An F/A-18F Super Hornet assigned to the Jolly 
Rogers of Strike Fighter Squadron (VFA) 103 lands 
on the flight deck of Nimitz-class aircraft carrier USS 
Dwight D. Eisenhower (CVN 69). 

 The Military Sealift Command chartered M/V Tern, a 
Netherlands-flagged float-on/float-off ship, transits 
the Indian Ocean while carrying four Avenger-class 
mine counter measure ships to their new homeport in 
Manama, Bahrain. 

 An MH-60S Knight Hawk helicopter assigned to the 
Sea Knights of Helicopter Sea Combat Squadron 
(HSC) 22 prepares to land aboard the amphibious 
transport dock ship USS New York (LPD 21). 

 The guided-missile destroyer USS James E. Williams 
(DDG 95) transits the Red Sea. 

View Gallery (5 Photos) 
Your Navy TODAY from Navy Live, June 21 
On any given day, in your Navy, our team of more than 

600,000 professional Sailors and Civilians are working 
together around the globe to perform our mission: deter 
aggression and, if deterrence fails, win our Nation’s wars. It is 
not possible to share every aspect of this global team but, 

through this blog, we offer you a glimpse of what these men 
and women do. 

 Sailors stand by as an F/A-18 lands on the flight deck 
of the aircraft carrier USS George Washington (CVN 
73), as the Japan Maritime Self-Defense Force 
(JMSDF) helicopter destroyer JS Kurama (DDH 144) 
is alongside during a tri-lateral exercise with the 
Japan Maritime Self-Defense Force and the Republic 
of Korea navy. 

 Marines pilot an amphibious assault vehicle with the 
amphibious transport dock ship USS New York (LPD 
21) in the background while operating in the Arabian 
Sea. 

 A little girl waves as the guided-missile cruiser USS 
Hue City (CG 66) departs Naval Station Mayport to 
join the USS Eisenhower Carrier Strike Group (CSG) 
for deployment. 

 Nimitz-class aircraft carrier USS Dwight D. 
Eisenhower (CVN 69) transits over the Hamptons 
Roads Bridge Tunnel as it departs for a regularly 
scheduled deployment in support of maritime 
security operations and theater security cooperation 
efforts in the U.S. 5th and 6th Fleet areas of 
responsibility. 

 An MH-60S Sea Hawk helicopter, assigned to the 
Wildcards of Helicopter Sea Combat Squadron 
(HSC) 23, maneuvers toward the amphibious 
transport dock ship USS New Orleans (LPD 18) 
during an air power demonstration for Tiger Cruise 
participants. 

View Gallery (5 Photos) 
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This Week in the War of 1812: 
On March 27, 1813, Oliver Hazard Perry arrived at Presque Isle, Pa., to begin supervising the construction 
of a fleet on Lake Erie. Lake Erie and the surrounding towns had been defenseless and increasingly 
vulnerable to British attacks. Perry's task had become difficult as the majority of citizens who lived on the 
coast were Canadian citizens and sympathetic toward the British cause. Many were suspected spies and 
frequently informed the British of Perry's construction progress. For more information on the War of 1812, 
visit hhttttpp::////wwwwww..oouurrffllaaggwwaassssttiilllltthheerree..oorrgg// 
 
TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. CNO Gives Thanks & Shows Support At Navy-Marine Corps Relief Society Ball 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 26 MAR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Peter D. Lawlor, Chief of Naval Operations Public 
Affairs Office 

WASHINGTON—Chief of Naval Operations (CNO) Adm. Jonathan Greenert and his wife Darleen attended the Navy-Marine 
Corps Relief Society (NMCRS) Ball Saturday, March 24 to show their support for the non-profit organization. 

 
2. ASECNAV Visits NS Rota, Focuses On 21st Century Sailor And Marine Safety Programs 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 23 MAR 12) ... Chief Mass Communiction Specialist Mikel T. Bookwalter, Naval Station Rota, Spain Public 
Affairs 

ROTA, Spain -- Assistant Secretary of the Navy for Manpower and Reserve Affairs, Juan M. Garcia III, visited Naval Station 
Rota, Spain, March 23, marking the fifth and final stop of a three-continent tour showcasing the new 21st Century Sailor and Marine 
initiative. 

 
3. Navy League Announces Sea-Air-Space Expo 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 23 MAR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Jennifer Blake, Defense Media Activity-Navy 

WASHINGTON -- The Navy League of the United States is hosting the 47th Annual Sea-Air-Space Exposition April 16-18, at 
the Gaylord National Resort and Convention Center in National Harbor, Md. 

 
4. Navy Concludes Solid Curtain-Citadel Shield 2012 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 24 MAR 12) ... U.S. Fleet Forces Public Affairs 

NORFOLK -- The Navy wrapped up its largest annual security exercise March 23 after a week of training designed to test the 
service's ability to respond to nation-wide threats to its installations, units, personnel and families. 

 
5. Military Leaders Assert Zero-Tolerance For Hazing 
(FEDERAL NEWS RADIO 26 MAR 12) ... Jared Serbu 

Following some highly-publicized hazing-related deaths and injuries in the nation's armed services, some members of Congress 
are pressing the military to do more to end a culture that they say allows servicemembers to be mistreated by their colleagues. 

 

CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
6. Solid Curtain/Citadel Shield Tests Proficiencies At Naval Air Station Jacksonville 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 23 MAR 12) ... Clark Pierce, Jax Air News Editor 

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. -- Naval Air Station Jacksonville (NAS Jax) security and fire department personnel conducted an anti-
terrorism/force protection evolution March 22 as the installation participated in the nationwide 2012 Solid Curtain-Citadel Shield 
exercise. 
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7. Navy Flexes Its Muscles During Annual Exercise 
(HANFORD (CA) SENTINEL.COM 24 MAR 12) ... Melinda Larson 

NAVAL AIR STATION LEMOORE — Naval Air Station Lemoore emergency responders practiced force protection and 
hazardous material procedures while solidifying partnerships during the Solid Curtain-Citadel Shield 2012 exercise this week. 

 
8. Naval Academy Simulates Shooting For Training 
(ANNAPOLIS CAPITAL GAZETTE 23 MAR 12) ... Tina Reed 

The officers at Gate 3 of the Naval Academy didn’t know what to expect. But sometime Thursday, they knew they’d have to 
scramble to respond to a potential security threat. 

 
9. USS O’Kane Departs Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 24 MAR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Donald W. Randall, Navy Region Public Affairs 

PEARL HARBOR, Hawaii -- Guided-missile destroyer USS O’Kane (DDG 77) departed Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam for a 
deployment in the western Pacific March 23. 

 
10. Enterprise Hosts Commander, Standing NATO Maritime Group 1 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 26 MAR 12) ... Enterprise Carrier Strike Group Public Affairs 

USS ENTERPRISE, At Sea -- The commander of Standing NATO Maritime Group 1, of the Royal Netherlands navy, visited the 
aircraft carrier USS Enterprise (CVN 65) March 24 as the ship began its participation in a passing exercise (PASSEX) conducted 
March 24-25. 

 
11. Marines Sail Back To Future With Bataan Deployment 
(AOL DEFENSE 23 MAR 12) ... Richard Whittle 

Libyan rebels, Somali pirates, Osprey tiltrotors, and a long, long time at sea: The future of the Marine Corps post-Afghanistan can 
be seen in what you might call "Yoda and Bart's Great Adventure," an extraordinary ocean journey that began a year ago Friday. 

 
12. U.S. 7th Fleet Flagship On 4-Day Manila Visit 
(MANILA BULLETIN 23 MAR 12) ... Elena L. Aben 

MANILA, Philippines — The USS Blue Ridge, the flagship of the U.S. 7th Fleet, yesterday dropped anchor at the Manila South 
Harbor in Manila for a four-day port visit. 

 

GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
13. 13 Naval Ships Arrive Today For Dimdex Expo 
(THE PENINSULA (QATAR) 25 MAR 12) 

DOHA - The arrival of 13 modern naval ships from 10 countries today will highlight this year’s 3rd Doha International Maritime 
Defence Exhibition (DIMDEX) scheduled to open tomorrow. 

 
14. In South Korea Visit, Obama Visits Border And Warns North 
(NEW YORK TIMES 26 MAR 12) ... Mark Landler 

PANMUNJOM, South Korea — President Obama warned North Korea on Sunday that its threats and provocations would only 
deepen its international isolation and jeopardize the resumption of American food aid, and he called on the North to scrap its plans to 
launch a satellite next month. 

 
15. Navy Boosts Anti-Sub Capabilities In Wake Of Cheonan 
New equipment and tougher training enhances response to underwater threats 
(KOREA HERALD 25 MAR 12) ... Choi He-suk 

On March 26, 2010, North Korea carried out a torpedo attack on the South Korean corvette Cheonan, which sank off the coast of 
the northwestern island of Baengnyeong, taking with it 46 sailors. 

 
16. Patriot Batteries To Be Shipped To Okinawa Before Pyongyang's Launch 
MSDF Aegis ships readied for missile intercept orders 
(KYODO NEWS 25 MAR 12) 

Three Aegis destroyers will be deployed to the East China Sea and the Sea of Japan to intercept a North Korean rocket to be 
launched next month if it appears that it will fall in Japanese territory or waters, government sources said. 
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17. Intel Shows Iran Nuclear Threat Not Imminent 
(REUTERS 23 MAR 12) ... Tabassum Zakaria and Mark Hosenball 

WASHINGTON -- The United States, European allies and even Israel generally agree on three things about Iran's nuclear 
program: Tehran does not have a bomb, has not decided to build one, and is probably years away from having a deliverable nuclear 
warhead. 

 
18. Obama, Turkish Premier Consider Aid For Syrian Opposition 
Non-lethal assistance would include medical and communications equipment 
(WASHINGTON POST 26 MAR 12) ... Alice Fordham 

BEIRUT — The U.S. and Turkish governments on Sunday discussed sending non-lethal aid to the Syrian opposition, a move that 
could represent an incremental change in U.S. policy but comes as Syrian authorities seem to be regaining control of the country. 

 
19. EU Expands Range Of Its Anti-Piracy Strikes 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 24 MAR 12) ... Slobodan Lekic 

BRUSSELS — The EU will expand its seagoing anti-piracy mission to include for the first time the Somali coast itself and 
waterways inside the country, the bloc said Friday. 

 
20. Fighters, Missiles For Countering Stealth 
(AVIATION WEEK 23 MAR 12) ... Carlo Kopp and Bill Sweetman 

Russia’s technological strategy for post-2010 airpower, mapped out in considerable detail during the late 1990s, is reflected in 
emerging prototype and early production systems for both aircraft and air-defense weapons. 

 
21. India's Navy Boost Spending 74% 
Plans To Buy 46 Ships,Pay for Carrier 
(DEFENSE NEWS 26 MAR 12) ... Vivek Raghuvanshi 

NEW DELHI — The Indian Navy plans to boost spending by a whopping 74 percent in the next financial year to buy ships and 
submarines and to continue paying for its aircraft carrier. 

 
22. Aircraft Carrier Costs Will Be Half What You Think, U.S. Tells Ministers 
(LONDON TELEGRAPH 24 MAR 12) ... Thomas Harding, Defence Correspondent 

The U.S. Navy has intervened over the adaptation of a British aircraft carrier for a new generation of fighter jets, to assure 
ministers that the cost will be less than half the Ministry of Defence's estimate. 

 

PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
23. Office Of Naval Intelligence Celebrates 130th Anniversary 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 23 MAR 12) ... Office of Naval Intelligence Public Affairs 

SUITLAND, Md. -- The men and women of the Office of Naval Intelligence (ONI) celebrated the 130th anniversary of the 
establishment of the command in a ceremony today at ONI's headquarters in Suitland, Md. 

 
24. Getting Personal: Naval Air Forces Plans Character-Building Workshops 
(NAVY TIMES 02 APR 12) ... Gidget Fuentes 

SAN DIEGO — Starting this spring, the Navy's air wings, squadrons and aircraft carriers will take a moment to stop and delve 
into some real-life but awkward scenarios in a move the top commander hopes will tamp down personal misconduct and misbehavior. 

 
25. Change Of Command On USS Nimitz March 29 
(MARYSVILLE (WA) GLOBE 24 MAR 12) ... USS Nimitz Public Affairs 

EVERETT — Capt. Jeffrey S. Ruth will take command of USS Nimitz (CVN 68) from Capt. Paul O. Monger during a ceremony 
on March 29 at 1 p.m. aboard the aircraft carrier while in port at Naval Station Everett. 

 
26. Navy Lawyer Wins Distinguished Award For Energy Security Thesis 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 23 MAR 12) ... Judge Advocate General Corps Public Affairs 

WASHINGTON -- A judge advocate was awarded the Jamie Grodsky Award for Environmental Law Scholarship from The 
George Washington University Law School March 22 for his original paper on reforming the nation's renewable fuel policy. 

 
27. 80% Of Wounded Veterans Cite Mental Health Woes 
(NAVY TIMES 24 MAR 12) ... By Patricia Kime 

In a survey conducted this year of wounded Iraq and Afghanistan veterans, nearly 80 percent reported having symptoms of a 
combat-related mental health condition, and roughly half said they had a traumatic brain injury. 
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28. State, Families Pay Respects To Fallen 
(HONOLULU STAR-ADVERTISER 26 MAR 12) ... William Cole 

The Legislature never envisioned its annual Hawaii Medal of Honor recognition for fallen service members would continue for 
seven years. 

 
29. Sailor Cleared By Jury In Crash Now Faces Court-Martial 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 24 MAR 12) ... Kate Wiltrout 

A Navy petty officer acquitted in civilian court on drunken driving offenses in a crash that killed two passengers may have to face 
another jury, this time in military court. 

 
30. Navy Sailor Held In Rape Of Girl, 10 
(GUAM PACIFIC DAILY NEWS 24 MAR 12) ... Brett Kelman 

A Navy Sailor who allegedly sexually assaulted a young girl for at least a year was charged with rape, molestation and child 
abuse. 

 

FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
31. Navy Budget Pressures Forcing Tough Moves 
(NEWPORT NEWS DAILY PRESS 23 MAR 12) ... Hugh Lessig 

The Navy wants to slow down construction of two future aircraft carriers at the Newport News shipyard so it can spread out 
payments to six years. That in itself "is not the end of the world," said Rep. Randy Forbes. 

 
32. McCain Wants New Plan From Mabus To Contain Carrier Costs 
(NAVY TIMES 02 APR 12) ... Christopher P. Cavas 

Sen. John McCain wants the Navy to develop a plan by April 13 to control costs on the three Gerald R. Ford-class carriers. 
 

33. Congress Fights Back Against Costly Delay To Virginia Submarine Program 
(AOL DEFENSE 23 MAR 12) ... David Axe 

The cost of building Virginia-class attack submarines could grow by up to $600 million if Congress signs off on the Navy's 
proposal to slip a Virginia from 2014 to 2018. Under heavy pressure to cut budgets, the Navy wants to reduce sub-building expenses 
in the short term, even at the price of increasing the program's overall cost. But two powerful legislators, longtime sub-booster Sen. 
Joe Lieberman of Connecticut (formerly a Democrat but now an independent) and House Armed Services Chairman Buck McKeon 
(R.-Calif.), are rallying opposition to the delay. 

 
34. DDG 1000 Successfully Completes Developmental Test 
(GULFPORT MISSISSIPPI PRESS 23 MAR 12) ... April M. Havens 

PASCAGOULA, Mississippi -- The future USS Zumwalt, parts of which are built on the Mississippi coast, completed a major 
developmental test Tuesday, demonstrating the integration of the engineering control system software and the ship’s integrated power 
system, the Naval Sea Systems Command announced Thursday. 

 
35. Lockheed Welcomes Norway Backing Of F-35 Fighter 
(REUTERS 23 MAR 12) ... Andrea Shalal-Esa 

WASHINGTON - Lockheed Martin Corp on Friday welcomed news that Norway planned to increase its order for F-35 Joint 
Strike Fighter jets by four planes, and was considering pulling forward the delivery of two initial training jets by one year to 2015. 

 
36. Weight Of UAV May Determine Who Controls It 
(NAVY TIMES 25 MAR 12) ... Joshua Stewart 

If you’re interested in working with unmanned aerial vehicles, you may get some career guidance from a bathroom scale. 
 

BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
37. USS Constitution Departs For Phoenix Navy Week 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 23 MAR 12) ... USS Constitution Public Affairs 

CHARLESTOWN, Mass. -- Sailors assigned to USS Constitution will participate in Phoenix Navy Week in Phoenix, March 26-
30. 
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38. Interview With Rear Admiral (sel.) Michael Jabaley Program Manager, Virginia-class submarines, 
U.S. Navy, 49, Annadale, Va. 
(JACKSON CLARION-LEDGER 25 MAR 12) ... David Hampton 

You have a long, distinguished military career. Tell us a little about your background. 
 

39. NBC Launches Job Help For Veterans 
A job fair will take place at the Intrepid museum next week 
(WNBC NEW YORK 23 MAR 12) 

NBC News is launching a nationwide effort to help get the nation's veterans back into the workforce. 
 

40. Navy's First Alternative Fueling Station Open In Hawaii 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 24 MAR 12) ... Thomas Obungen, Naval Facilities Engineering Command Hawaii 

PEARL HARBOR, Hawaii -- Naval Facilities Engineering Command (NAVFAC) Hawaii officially opened the first of three 
Ethanol 85 (E85) fueling stations planned for the Navy's fleet of flex-fuel vehicles March 22 at Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam 
(JBPHH). 

 
41. Military Housing Firm Cites Progress In Mold Abatement 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 24 MAR 12) ... Corinne Reilly 

Despite delays that Lincoln Military Housing blames on new state standards related to mold, the company has made marked 
progress in cleaning up hundreds of its houses across Hampton Roads, Lincoln officials said this week. 

 
42. Japan Asked To Shell Out Extra $1 Billion Over Marines' Transfer To Guam 
(KYODO NEWS 25 MAR 12) 

Washington is pushing Tokyo to pay an additional $1 billion over the transfer of U.S. Marines from Okinawa to Guam, reneging 
on an earlier pledge to shoulder the costs itself, sources close to bilateral relations said Saturday. 

 
43. Buildup Off; Yamaguchi Unfreezes Land Sale For U.S. Forces Housing 
(KYODO NEWS 24 MAR 12) 

The Yamaguchi Prefectural Government will lift a freeze on the sale of land to the central government for American military 
housing near the U.S. Iwakuni air base, Gov. Sekinari Nii said. 

 
44. Range May Use GovGuam Land 
(GUAM PACIFIC DAILY NEWS 26 MAR 12) ... Steve Limtiaco 

The proposed military firing range at Naval Magazine could require the use of adjacent public land in Talofofo, according to land 
records, which show that two large government of Guam-held parcels would be affected, along with private property. 

 

NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
45. Budget Gridlock Imperils National Defense 
Arms systems cuts look likely 
(WASHINGTON TIMES 25 MAR 12) ... Rowan Scarborough 

Defense analysts and Capitol Hill insiders are anticipating that automatic federal budget cuts will occur Jan. 1 and force the armed 
forces to scrap plans for new weapons systems. 

 
46. U.S. House Panel Urges Simplified Defense Acquisition Process 
(DEFENSE NEWS 23 MAR 12) ... Zachary Fryer-Biggs 

The Pentagon should focus on simplifying the acquisition process while increasing the number of companies that can compete for 
contracts, according to recommendations from a congressional panel report released March 20. 

 
47. Shaw Seeking USS Battle Creek 
(BATTLE CREEK (MI) ENQUIRER 25 MAR 12) ... Trace Christenson 

A Navy man wants to put Battle Creek’s name on water. 
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48. The Politician 
The New Defense Secretary Has A Daunting Agenda. To Achieve It, He'll Need To Win Over A Skeptical 
Institution. Good Thing He's Been Practicing For Four Decades. 
(NATIONAL JOURNAL 24 MAR 12) ... Yochi J. Dreazen 

"Have you seen my bin Laden corner?” It’s a late afternoon in March, and Leon Panetta is showing off mementos from the 
biggest triumph of his 40-year career in government. The Defense secretary points to a framed brick that Navy SEALs grabbed as a 
souvenir before they left the Qaida leader’s compound. Next to it hangs a giant wood gavel, presented by CIA lawyers, that reads 
“Usama bin Laden: Case Closed.” The last part of the shrine is a black-and-white photo—presumably taken by the CIA operatives 
casing the house before the raid—of the bin Laden compound. “That’s kind of a historical artifact now that they’ve gone ahead and 
torn down the house,” Panetta says, laughing. 

 
49. Following Massacre, New Focus On Combat Stress 
Repeated deployments to Afghanistan and Iraq have taken heavy toll on U.S. armed forces 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 24 MAR 12) ... Gretel C. Kovach 

Army Staff Sgt. Robert Bales, the American soldier accused of slaughtering 17 Afghan civilians on March 11, has a complicated 
background. 

 
50. Veterans Study Says Thousands Wrongfully Discharged For Personality Disorders 
(STARS AND STRIPES 26 MAR 12) ... Erik Slavin 

YOKOSUKA NAVAL BASE, Japan — The Defense Department violated regulations by discharging thousands of 
servicemembers under the pretense of personality disorders during the past decade, according to a study by Vietnam Veterans of 
America and the Veterans Services Clinic at Yale Law School. 

 
51. Week In Review Mar. 17, 2012 – Mar. 23, 2012 
(YOUTUBE 16 MAR 12) ... U.S. Navy 

Welcome to this week's U.S. Navy multimedia production featuring selected images from around the fleet received during the 
week of Mar. 17, 2012 – Mar. 23, 2012. 

 

OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
52. A Middle Course On Iran 
Between preemption and containment of the nuclear threat 
(WASHINGTON POST 25 MAR 12) ... Michael O'Hanlon and Bruce Riedel 

To contain Iran, or to preempt? That is, at present, the question. President Obama’s recent dismissal of containment as an option 
would seem to stack the deck. Unless Iran pauses its uranium enrichment activities, an Israeli or U.S. strike against its nuclear 
facilities looks likely by next year. 

 
53. Peace Through Nuclear Strength 
Signing Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty still a bad idea 
(WASHINGTON TIMES 26 MAR 12) ... Vice Adm. Robert R. Monroe 

On March 30, a National Academy of Sciences committee will release a report with implications for the Obama administration's 
hopes to gain Senate ratification of the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty (CTBT). Ratification was roundly defeated by the Senate in 
1999, and the strong arguments that prevented ratification then still apply, augmented by new ones. No report can change the fact that 
ratification of the CTBT is not in the United States' interests. 

 
54. Thresher Base Helps Preserve Sub's Legacy 
(PORTSMOUTH (NH) HERALD 25 MAR 12) ... Mike Sullivan 

For many members of the G.I. Generation, the Silent Generation and even some baby boomers, the sinking of USS Thresher is 
one of those "Where were you when it happened" moments. It happened on April 10, 1963. 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. CNO Gives Thanks & Shows Support At Navy-Marine Corps Relief Society Ball 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 26 MAR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Peter D. Lawlor, Chief of Naval Operations Public 
Affairs Office 

WASHINGTON—Chief of Naval Operations (CNO) 
Adm. Jonathan Greenert and his wife Darleen attended the 
Navy-Marine Corps Relief Society (NMCRS) Ball Saturday, 
March 24 to show their support for the non-profit 
organization. 

“Darleen and I were honored to be part of the Navy-
Marine Corps Relief Society Ball this evening,” Greenert said. 
“It’s a terrific event to benefit an organization that has time-
and-again helped our Sailors and Marines in need.” 

Greenert said throughout the NMCRS’s existence, 
countless Sailors, Marines and Navy-Marine Corps families 
have been helped by the organization. 

“For over a hundred years this organization has been 
taking care of our Sailors and Marines,” Greenert said. 

Commandant of the Marine Corps Gen. James Amos and 
Sergeant Major of the Marine Corps Sgt. Maj. Michael Barrett 
also attended the event, emphasizing the importance of the 
charity from the top down. 

Greenert and Amos spoke together at the event, opening 
with some light-hearted banter and then each sincerely 

speaking about the NMCRS, praising them for the full range 
of support they provide to service members and dependents. 

Greenert said last year alone, about 4,000 NMCRS 
volunteers took care of over 96,000 Sailors, Marines and their 
families with over $50 million of donations used to help 
provide financial assistance and care for those service 
members and dependents in times when they needed it the 
most. 

In his closing remarks, Greenert thanked the audience of 
caring leaders, program supporters and a special group of 
Combat Casualty Assistance nurses who provide in-home care 
and encouragement for wounded warriors as well as support 
for their family members. 

“Today there’s 100 ships deployed, 145 underway, 50,000 
of our Sailors are out deployed and probably over 100,000 are 
underway with hundreds of thousands of family members 
supporting them, worrying about them and taking care of 
them, as have so many of you out there tonight—thank you for 
taking care of those family members and those kids,” Greenert 
said. 

Return to Index 
 

2. ASECNAV Visits NS Rota, Focuses On 21st Century Sailor And Marine Safety Programs 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 23 MAR 12) ... Chief Mass Communiction Specialist Mikel T. Bookwalter, Naval Station Rota, Spain Public 
Affairs 

ROTA, Spain -- Assistant Secretary of the Navy for 
Manpower and Reserve Affairs, Juan M. Garcia III, visited 
Naval Station Rota, Spain, March 23, marking the fifth and 
final stop of a three-continent tour showcasing the new 21st 
Century Sailor and Marine initiative. 

While aboard NS Rota, Garcia conducted an all-hands 
call where he outlined the purpose of his visit: "to deliver 
ground truth" about program and policy changes that are 
affecting Sailors, Marines and their families as the Department 
of the Navy adapts to America's new national defense strategy. 
He also said he came to deliver details about the 21st Century 
Sailor and Marine initiative and to say thank you to the DoN 
team in Rota. 

"I wanted to say thanks and covey the message that the 
work you're doing - nowhere more so than Rota, the key 
strategic chokepoint of the way to the rest of the world - is 
having global geo-political significance across the world," said 
Garcia. 

The secretary also discussed the 21st Century Sailor and 
Marine initiative which consists of five core program areas, 
including readiness, physical fitness, continuum of service, 
inclusion and safety. 

During his tour of the Naval Station, Garcia focused on 
safety, a core areas of the 21st Century Sailor and Marine 

initiative, with a stop at the motorcycle safety foundation 
range. While there, he saw portions of the Basic Rider Course 
and Military Sportbike Rider Course. 

"Motorcycle training has been successful, requiring an 
additional rider course has driven our numbers down, but we 
can do better," said Garcia. 

"Last year we lost 12 Sailors. Not in the war, not 
operating aboard ship, not operating aboard aircraft, 12 Sailors 
lost riding motorcycles. And of those 12, nine, had the Basic 
Rider Course, but had never got around to the advance bike 
course or the sport bike course. We're going to close that gap. 
Sixty days after you've taken the BRC, you'll be required to 
take the advanced course, so we close that loop and we don't 
lose Sailors we don't have to." 

After his stop in Rota, Garcia will return to Washington, 
D.C. to further Department of the Navy efforts with regard to 
the 21st Century Sailor and Marine initiative. 

The 21st Century Sailor and Marine initiative is 
connecting needs with new and existing tools and resources to 
maximize Sailor and Marine personal readiness and safety, 
enhance resiliency and ensure all Sailors and Marines have the 
best opportunity to serve in the most advanced combat force in 
the history of the Department of the Navy. 

 
Return to Index 
 

3. Navy League Announces Sea-Air-Space Expo 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 23 MAR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Jennifer Blake, Defense Media Activity-Navy 

WASHINGTON -- The Navy League of the United States 
is hosting the 47th Annual Sea-Air-Space Exposition April 16-

18, at the Gaylord National Resort and Convention Center in 
National Harbor, Md. 
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The Sea-Air-Space Exposition is the country's largest 
educational and professional maritime exposition and brings 
together active duty, Reserve and retired military personnel, 
U.S. defense industrial base and private sector companies. 

"We're excited about this year's expo and the overall 
growth and direction of the exposition," said Kevin Traver, 
director of Corporate Affairs and Development for Navy 
League. 

More than 150 interactive exhibits, showcasing the latest 
in maritime, defense and energy technology, will be featured 
this year. The event will offer attendees the chance network 
and attend seminars, and it will provide a professional 
development platform for educating Sailors of all ranks on the 
latest developments in naval warfare. 

"Our Navy, Marine Corps and Coast Guard attendees are 
going to learn about the latest issues, programs and equipment 
their service is focused on," said Traver. "They will meet the 
people responsible for developing and planning the way ahead 
for our maritime services." 

The exposition is free with advance registration and is 
open to active duty, Reserve and retired U.S. military 
personnel, and U.S. government employees. Commanding 
officers may issue orders for attendance at government 
expense. See NAVADMIN 095/12 for details. 

To register for this year's Sea-Air-Space Exposition and 
view current schedules, visit http://seaairspace.org/. 

Return to Index 
 

4. Navy Concludes Solid Curtain-Citadel Shield 2012 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 24 MAR 12) ... U.S. Fleet Forces Public Affairs 

NORFOLK -- The Navy wrapped up its largest annual 
security exercise March 23 after a week of training designed 
to test the service's ability to respond to nation-wide threats to 
its installations, units, personnel and families. 

The exercise, known as Solid Curtain-Citadel Shield (SC-
CS) 2012, was led by Commander, U.S. Fleet Forces (USFF) 
and Commander, Navy Installations Command (CNIC) and 
began March 19. 

"Our intent was to accurately simulate real-world 
conditions, and to assess how our forces operate in that 
environment," said Adm. John C. Harvey Jr., commander of 
USFF. "Overall, it was a resounding success and a large part 
of that can be attributed to the lessons we've learned from 
previous years." 

One of the takeaways from last year's exercise was that 
sudden increases in security could have a major impact on 
traffic caused by personnel entering and exiting local bases 
under increased scrutiny. 

"Whenever you have Sailors and other citizens in a 
gridlocked situation outside of a Navy base, they're in an 
environment where they're vulnerable," said Rear Adm. Phil 
Davidson, USFF's director for operations and intelligence. 
"We opened up our lines of communication and worked with 
state and local officials to ensure everyone -- both service 
members and local residents -- understood how base access 
could be affected and the potential for delays on adjacent 

highways and roads near naval installations. We also took 
many important steps to reduce the likelihood of gridlock." 

"I am very impressed with the professionalism and 
support our Navy received from our civil partners around the 
country during this exercise," said Adm. Harvey. "We began 
reaching out to state, local and tribal officials weeks ago to 
make sure everyone that might be affected by the exercise 
understood our intentions and make them aware of how we 
could work together to avoid problems. They really came 
through and did a superb job!" 

The two exercises, each with a distinct focus, occurred 
simultaneously and trained and tested security force personnel 
throughout a number of force-protection scenarios. These 
scenarios ranged from identifying surveillance to large-scale, 
multifaceted threats originating from the sea and air. Security 
forces were assessed on their response to the emerging threats. 

Information was collected throughout this year's exercises 
and will be assessed to identify tactics, techniques and 
procedures that can be improved going forward. 

Exercise SC/CS 2012 was not in response to any specific 
threat, but is a regularly scheduled exercise. 

Training evolutions like SC/CS 2012 are important 
elements of the readiness area of the 21st Century Sailor and 
Marine initiative consolidates a set of objectives and policies, 
new and existing, to maximize Sailor and Marine personal 
readiness, build resiliency and hone the most combat-effective 
force in the history of the Department of the Navy. 

Return to Index 
 

5. Military Leaders Assert Zero-Tolerance For Hazing 
(FEDERAL NEWS RADIO 26 MAR 12) ... Jared Serbu 

Following some highly-publicized hazing-related deaths 
and injuries in the nation's armed services, some members of 
Congress are pressing the military to do more to end a culture 
that they say allows servicemembers to be mistreated by their 
colleagues. 

Uniformed officials told lawmakers they are moving 
aggressively to stamp out the problem, and that they've 
already made "night-and-day" headway 

Rep. Judy Chu (D-Calif.) stands in front of a photo of her 
nephew, Marine Lance Corporal Harry Lew, who took his 
own life after a hazing in Afghanistan. (February, 2 2012, 

photo from Chu's website)compared with the practices that 
permeated the military a generation ago. 

"We have put several corrective measures into place," 
said Rick West, Master Chief Petty Officer of the Navy. "We 
are constantly talking about this." 

The House Armed Services Committee heard from the top 
enlisted officials from all five of the military services 
Thursday. Each testified to a zero-tolerance stance toward 
hazing in their services. 

"Hazing is a war-fighting issue, destroying the confidence 
and trust Marines place in each other and in our leadership and 
undermining unit cohesion and combat readiness," said 
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Michael Barrett, the Sergeant Major of the Marine Corps. "It 
does not promote loyalty, does not build espirit de corps and 
does not prepare Marines for combat." 

Military officials say most of the hazing cases they track 
are rites-of-passage type incidents connected to a promotion or 
another significant event. Fraternity-style initiation acts are 
still commonplace, but they're prohibited by all the services 
when they go beyond the bounds of voluntary team building 
exercises and extend into inflicting pain, forced drinking or 
demeaning or humiliating a servicemember. 

Several recent incidents appear to have been in another 
category altogether. The Navy discharged eight Sailors from 
the U.S.S. Bonhomme Richard in a case where they were 
accused of assaulting and choking a shipmate. Army Private 
Danny Chen took his own life in Afghanistan last year after 
allegedly being beaten by fellow soldiers and harassed 
because of his race. Earlier in the year, a young Marine in 
Afghanistan committed suicide after enduring severe physical 
abuse. 

Rep. Judy Chu (D-Calif.) has a very personal connection 
to the issue. That Marine was her nephew, Lance Corporal 
Harry Lew. He took his life shortly after an episode in which 
she says he was subjected to hours of physical abuse when his 
sergeant caught him sleeping on duty. 

"They took it upon themselves to administer justice and 
corrective training," she said. "They berated him, ordered him 
to dig a foxhole, to do push-ups and crunches with his full 
body armor and a 25-pound sandbag. They stomped on his 
back, kicked him, and poured the full contents of a sandbag 
into his mouth and onto his face. It lasted a full three hours 
and 20 minutes. Twenty-two minutes after it stopped, Harry 
climbed into a foxhole and killed himself with his own gun. 
He was 21 years old." 

Chu said following her nephew's case closely led her to 
the conclusion that there's a disconnect between the hazing 
policies military leaders prescribe and how hazing is actually 
viewed in the military ranks. She claims the gap between how 
the outside world views hazing and how it's seen in the 
military is miles wide. 

"The outside is horrified. Meanwhile, the top brass says, 
‘We prohibit hazing and these are isolated incidents, we are 
perfect,'" she said. "But the rank and file soldiers tend to think 
hazing is necessary to keep soldiers strong. They think it's 
better to have one person die, even at the hand of his fellow 
servicemembers, than to compromise the unit's safety. Why do 
I know people say this? Because I heard them say it at the jury 
trial over and over again as a defense for those marines. I saw 
it in the letters to the editor. I saw it in the blogs. This is the 
attitude in the military, and it's pervasive." 

Rep Mike Coffman (R-Colo.), who served in both the 
Army and Marine Corps, said Congress is right to be 
concerned about hazing, but he thinks the problems are more 
fundamental. 

"At the end of the day, this is a failure of small unit 
leadership," he said. "When you're in a small ground combat 
team, there's no stronger interdependent bond. Somebody 
who's never been in that situation will never be able to realize 
how difficult that is when you've been rejected by that team, 
but you're still there. You're there. If we think we can solve 
this by just getting rid of physical hazing and we don't deal 

with the psychological component of this, we've really missed 
the mark. This about much more than hazing. This is really 
about a failure of leadership at the most basic levels." 

Raymond Chandler, the Sergeant Major of the Army, 
disputed the notion that hazing is pervasive in the military. But 
he said it's also an issue his service takes it extremely 
seriously. 

"I'm personally appalled and disgusted by the actions of 
soldiers who do this," he said. "When a young man or woman 
is hazed, it's not corrective training. It's abuse. And there's a 
significant difference. From the Army perspective, from my 
perspective, this is not something we're going to tolerate. I am 
committed, along with the Army leadership to solve this 
problem. It is against who we say we are. And if any one of 
our brothers or sisters dies because of our own actions, that is 
not okay with me. I am committed to this." 

Barrett, the Sergeant Major of the Marine Corps, had 
much the same message. 

"We are taking an aggressive stance toward all the 
disgusting societal issues that plague our services, and I'm not 
just talking about hazing," he said. "It's drugs, alcohol, 
domestic violence, criminal mischief, sexual misconduct, 
hazing and suicide. I refer to them as the insurgents inside of 
our wire, and it affects all our services. We are constantly 
taking and making assessments, and we're going after 
problems wherever we see problems." 

With regard to the specific case of Lance Corporal Harry 
Lew, Barrett said, "What happened to Lance Corporal Lew is 
disgusting. The small unit leadership that the congressman 
was speaking of, he's absolutely spot-on. The small-unit 
leadership failed. I wish I could take it all back. We should 
have done better." 

The Marine Corps is trying to do better. Last month, Gen. 
James Amos, the Marine commandant, issued new guidance 
emphasizing the zero-tolerance policy, and the Marines will 
begin tracking hazing cases through its internal criminal 
investigative system. 

The Air Force, Army, Marine Corps and Coast Guard 
each do at least some tracking already, but they all face a 
common challenge in assembling that data: There's no single 
offense called "hazing" in the Uniform Code of Military 
Justice. 

Because of that, any statistics compiled thus fat should be 
approached with caution, military leaders said. Still, some 
numbers have emerged since various measures to track hazing 
began: 

 The Air Force has flagged 21 hazing incidents since 
2005, with only one being substantiated by 
commanders. 

 The Navy identified 46 reported cases since 2009, 20 
of which led to disciplinary action. 

 The Army has labeled 71 cases as hazing since 2006, 
involving 139 alleged perpetrators, and 65 of those 
soldiers were punished in some way. 

 The Coast Guard has had nine hazing-related courts 
martial since 2009. Seven were from one unit. 

Listen To Audio (RT: 8:01) 
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CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
6. Solid Curtain/Citadel Shield Tests Proficiencies At Naval Air Station Jacksonville 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 23 MAR 12) ... Clark Pierce, Jax Air News Editor 

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. -- Naval Air Station Jacksonville 
(NAS Jax) security and fire department personnel conducted 
an anti-terrorism/force protection evolution March 22 as the 
installation participated in the nationwide 2012 Solid Curtain-
Citadel Shield exercise. 

NAS Jax Commanding Officer Capt. Bob Sanders 
observed the two-part exercise that involved a suspicious bag 
across the street from the NAS Jax Chapel Center, in addition 
to a simulated explosion inside the NAS Jax Bachelor Housing 
facility at Saratoga Avenue and Mustin Road. 

"These bomb scenarios are part of the Solid Curtain-
Citadel Shield exercise that tests our AT/FP response. It's a 
significant learning opportunity because it involves 
coordination of NAS Jax security and fire departments, along 
with NAS Jax Branch Medical Clinic, Naval Hospital 
Jacksonville, NCIS, the FBI and the explosive ordnance 
disposal (EOD) detachment from Naval Station (NS) 
Mayport," said Sanders. 

The exercise kicked off when a person called the base 
police department to report a "strange gym bag" in the field 
across from the chapel center. When Officer Donnis Hinz 
arrived to investigate the gym bag, he reported seeing wires 
inside. He requested additional personnel to secure the site, as 
well as notifying the EOD response team from NS Mayport. 

Upon arrival at NAS Jax and after an on-site briefing, the 
EOD detachment approached the suspicious bag from a safe 
distance by utilizing two tactical robots. 

Bomb squad Senior Chief Ordnance Disposal Technician 
Jonah Toy, leading chief petty officer said that for any given 

scenario, the EOD team performs reconnaissance to identify 
the device and determines how best to neutralize the device. 
Afterward, they work with the FBI to gather evidence and to 
dispose of any hazardous components before submitting a 
final EOD incident report. 

Solid Curtain-Citadel Shield 2012 is an annual exercise 
conducted March 19-24 at all continental United States naval 
installations - and was not a response to any specific threat. 

"This exercise enhances the training and readiness of our 
security personnel and first responders," said Sanders. "It also 
creates a learning environment for installation personnel to 
exercise functional plans and operational capabilities. 

"It's important to learn how to adapt to diverse and 
unexpected situations. The more opportunities we have to 
train, the more proficient we'll become in dealing with AT/FP 
events." 

Training is an important element of the readiness area of 
the 21st Century Sailor and Marine initiative which 
consolidates a set of objectives and policies, new and existing, 
to maximize Sailor and Marine personal readiness, build 
resiliency and hone the most combat-effective force in the 
history of the Department 

Training is an important element of the readiness area of 
the 21st Century Sailor and Marine initiative which 
consolidates a set of objectives and policies, new and existing, 
to maximize Sailor and Marine personal readiness, build 
resiliency and hone the most combat-effective force in the 
history of the Department of the Navy. 

Return to Index 
 

7. Navy Flexes Its Muscles During Annual Exercise 
(HANFORD (CA) SENTINEL.COM 24 MAR 12) ... Melinda Larson 

NAVAL AIR STATION LEMOORE — Naval Air 
Station Lemoore emergency responders practiced force 
protection and hazardous material procedures while 
solidifying partnerships during the Solid Curtain-Citadel 
Shield 2012 exercise this week. 

Solid Curtain-Citadel Shield is an annual exercise 
designed to maintain a high level of readiness for Navy 
installations and is not a response to a specific threat. The 
exercise’s realistic training scenarios and responses enable the 
Navy to maintain a high level of readiness to ensure the safety 
of personnel, information and equipment. 

“Safeguarding our most precious asset — Navy 
personnel, their families and our civilian workforce — is 
imperative and a responsibility I take seriously,” said Capt. 
Eric Venema, NAS Lemoore commanding officer. “This 
annual training is an important part of maintaining a safe and 
secure base by practicing the Navy’s force protection and 
emergency response drills.” 

The weeklong exercise began Monday when a role player 
acting as a criminal contaminated the installation’s water 
supply. The security department was quick to react and 
apprehend the perpetrator. Once the criminal was captured, 
NAS Lemoore federal fire hazardous material technicians 

donned protective gear to isolate the contaminated five-gallon 
bucket used by the simulated terrorist. 

“It’s an unlikely scenario, but we prepare for the worst to 
ensure we’re ready to respond appropriately,” said Doug 
Nielsen, the creator of the scenario and NAS Lemoore’s 
training officer. “This training offered our fire and security 
teams a chance to hone their anti-terrorism and emergency 
preparedness skills.” 

In addition to the on-scene responses, the installation 
activated its Emergency Operations Center (EOC) throughout 
the week. The EOC serves as a central location to manage all 
types of incidents from air shows to earthquakes. An observer 
in the EOC, who is the Civil Defense chairman of California’s 
Region 5 Local Emergency Planning Committee, said he was 
impressed by the center’s capabilities. 

“I liked what I saw in the EOC,” said Senior Master Sgt. 
Ben Torres, emergency manager of the California National 
Guard’s 144th Fighter Wing and Civil Defense Chair of 
California’s Region 5 planning committee. “There was 
excellent coordination and everyone was focused and working 
together. I was also pleased to see the implementation of best 
practices as directed by the National Incident Management 
System (NIMS).” 
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Originally issued on March 1, 2004 by the Department of 
Homeland Security, the management system provides a 
consistent nationwide template to enable federal, state, tribal 
and local governments, nongovernmental organizations and 
the private sector to work together to prevent, protect against, 
respond to, recover from and mitigate the effects of incidents, 
regardless of cause, size, location or complexity. 

“NIMS has become an excellent emergency management 
tool because it provides a framework across the nation to give 
responders a common operating theme,” said Rainer Streib, 
NAS Lemoore emergency management officer. “It was 
devised following the events of 9/11 so that everyone 
responding to an event is on the same page from the 
beginning.” 

The framework was helpful Tuesday during a hostage and 
improvised explosive device drill, when the Naval Criminal 
Investigative Service, Kings County Sheriff’s Special Weapon 
and Tactics (SWAT) Team and the California Air National 
Guard’s 144th Fighter Wing’s Explosive Ordnance Disposal 
Unit were called in to assist with the response. 

“These exercises allow us to coordinate with area 
counterparts before a real-world incident,” Streib said. “We 
know what tools and capabilities each other can bring to the 
table. It is helpful to have this face-to-face contact so we can 
continue to build our professional relationships with our 
counterparts in the community.” 

The Kings County Sheriffs Office’s elite SWAT team is 
trained to perform high-risk operations, including hostage 
rescues. Integrating with NAS Lemoore’s Security 
Department and installation training team, SWAT moved in to 

rescue a hostage and negotiate with a barricaded gunman held 
up in a vacant building. 

“The concepts we both utilize is basically the same; 
resolve the situation with the least amount of force so that 
everyone can go home safely,” said Assistant Sheriff Robert 
Thayer. “The encouraging part of this type of training is the 
successful completion. All involved personnel and 
stakeholders can rest a little easier knowing that ‘the 
mechanism’ worked. By mechanism, I mean the mutual aid 
request for our SWAT deployment and the ongoing 
communication during the incident.” 

Following the hostage rescue, the 144th Fighter Wing’s 
explosive ordnance disposal team sent a robot into the 
building to disarm the improvised explosive device. 

“The robots are designed to keep emergency responders 
out of harm’s way,” Torres said. “The robot can give you eyes 
on a target, give you pictures, even blow things up, and give 
you a live video feed so it puts a picture in front of your 
commander so he can make decisions and continue the 
mission.” 

The exercise continued through the week with the 
installation setting increased levels of force protection 
conditions on the base and communicating the efforts to 
regional leadership in San Diego. 

“I’m proud of everyone who participated in this important 
exercise and I’m confident in our ability to respond to any 
type of threat or natural disaster,” Venema said. 

To remain current on emergency preparedness, the 
installation training team conducts monthly drills and 
frequently partners with area emergency responders. 

Return to Index 
 

8. Naval Academy Simulates Shooting For Training 
(ANNAPOLIS CAPITAL GAZETTE 23 MAR 12) ... Tina Reed 

The officers at Gate 3 of the Naval Academy didn’t know 
what to expect. But sometime Thursday, they knew they’d 
have to scramble to respond to a potential security threat. 

When the sound of gunshots rang out somewhere within 
the academy shortly after 1:30 p.m., that threat began. Within 
minutes, they had closed the gate on Maryland Avenue and 
donned bulletproof vests, waiting for more information about 
a shooter somewhere on The Yard. 

It was part of an campuswide drill preparing academy 
officials for the kind of threat they hope they’ll never have to 
face. 

So began another day in the weeklong Solid Curtain 
exercise testing security measures at military facilities around 
the nation. The drill is designed to help officials prepare for a 
potential terrorist or criminal event, such as the massacre at 
Fort Hood in 2009 or the shootings at Virginia Tech in 2007, 
said Capt. Lang Reese, commanding officer of Naval Support 
Annapolis. 

Local residents were warned not to be alarmed about the 
gate closing and any strange sounds coming from the academy 
as the 6,000 people on The Yard became part of the enormous 
security drill. 

“Doing it as this scale is the best way to do this,” Reese 
said. 

Details of the emergency scenario came in bits and pieces. 
Shots had been fired in Sampson Hall, a building in the 

heart of campus that houses classrooms and faculty offices. 

There were at least two gunmen. 
At least four were injured. 
Within 10 minutes, emergency text messages and emails 

were sent out to everyone on The Yard. A loud speaker — 
dubbed “the giant voice” — told everyone to shelter in place. 
All gates in and out of the academy were closed and 
barricades built into the roadways were put up to stop any cars 
from getting too far. 

Then The Yard went quiet. 
Clearinghouse 
As far as Reese was concerned, the drill was going 

perfectly. 
He was running the academy’s central clearinghouse, 

where all reports come in. Information was being relayed to 
local police, the FBI, academy police and other personnel. It 
also was being sent up a chain of command through the Navy 
and being dispatched to a team communicating with the public 
about the incident. 

Reese and other officials were taking note of anything 
that wasn’t going according to plan — and also everything 
that went right. 

“The focus is, how do we protect our fleet and our ships 
with our current resources,” Reese said. The Naval Academy 
receives just as much training as other installations, he said, 
because midshipmen “represent our future readiness.” 

In that Emergency Operations Center, a few dozen people 
crowded into a room packed with computers and large screens 
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showing images from academy security cameras. From there, 
they watched the academy quickly clear of activity. 

“That’s what I really want to see,” Reese said. 
Human Aspect 
Standing before a basement conference room filled with 

public affairs staffers and a table filled with laptops and pizza 
boxes, Cmdr. William Marks began his imaginary press 
conference. 

He explained the scenario as he might to a room full of 
journalists. One gunman was in custody. The other was 
holding a classroom of about 20 people hostage. Negotiators 
were talking to the man. Other midshipmen had been 
accounted for in the Bancroft Hall dormitory. 

An intern acting as a reporter threw some questions at 
him: Exactly how did two gunmen get past academy security? 

Marks said although security requires an ID at the gate, 
the academy is largely open to visitors. 

Rhonda Wardlaw, spokeswoman for the city of 
Annapolis, was impressed. 

Invited to join the war room of the communications team 
on Thursday, she said the drill brought back memories of the 
hurricane drill the city ran last August. Officials didn’t have to 
wait long to use their training: That very week, Hurricane 
Irene blew through the area and forced emergency officials to 
respond. 

The human aspect is the hardest part of these kind of 
drills, she said, or trying to “stay in the moment.” Indeed, it 
appeared midshipmen who were running to get “help” or who 
were evacuated from their classes were joking around and 
unsure exactly where they were supposed to go next. 

But such scenarios can teach responders a lot, she said. 
“We learned a lot about logistics — where we needed to 

have transportation, where we needed certain groups of 
people,” Wardlaw said. “Of course, in any simulation, it’s 
different. You can’t plan for everything. I’m so glad we tested 
it.” 
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9. USS O’Kane Departs Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 24 MAR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Donald W. Randall, Navy Region Public Affairs 

PEARL HARBOR, Hawaii -- Guided-missile destroyer 
USS O’Kane (DDG 77) departed Joint Base Pearl Harbor-
Hickam for a deployment in the western Pacific March 23. 

The crew of more than 250 Sailors plans to conduct 
integrated operations in conjunction with coalition partners 
deployed to the Western Pacific. 

"O’Kane has prepared for this deployment for more than a 
year, and we are returning to a theater we know well," said 
O’Kane Commanding Officer, Cmdr. Michael Ray. "The 
unique capabilities of this ship afford us the opportunity to 
make a real contribution to the peace and security of that 
region. I am extremely proud of the crew for the work they 
have done to prepare for this day and feel honored to stand 
beside them as we head over the horizon." 

O’Kane, is deployed under the Middle Pacific Surface 
Combatant (MPSC) deployment concept in which Joint Base 
Pearl Harbor-Hickam based ships deploy in support of 
operations primarily in the western Pacific under Commander, 
U.S. 7th Fleet. 

"I am really excited about all of our port visits because I 
have been to none of them before," said Culinary Specialist 
2nd Class Donovan Nuusolia. "My goals for this deployment 
are to get my surface warfare pin and make rank." 

Nuusolia's wife, Lynne Nuusolia, and their children were 
pierside to see him off. 

"I plan to keep my kids healthy and be both mom and dad, 
said Lynne. "I want to take care of everything so he has 
nothing to worry about and can concentrate on his objectives." 
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10. Enterprise Hosts Commander, Standing NATO Maritime Group 1 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 26 MAR 12) ... Enterprise Carrier Strike Group Public Affairs 

USS ENTERPRISE, At Sea -- The commander of 
Standing NATO Maritime Group 1, of the Royal Netherlands 
navy, visited the aircraft carrier USS Enterprise (CVN 65) 
March 24 as the ship began its participation in a passing 
exercise (PASSEX) conducted March 24-25. 

The purpose of the PASSEX was to demonstrate that the 
assets of the Enterprise Carrier Strike Group could effectively 
work with the SNMGs in the 6th Fleet area of responsibility 
(AOR) to accomplish the shared goal of maintaining the safety 
and security of the region's sea lanes. 

The SNMG 1 ships participating in the PASSEX were the 
Dutch frigate HNLMS De Ruyter - Commodore Ben 
Bekkering's flagship, the Spanish frigate ESPS Alvaro de 
Bazan, the German frigate FGS Rheinland-Pfalz and the 
Canadian frigate HMCS Charlottetown. 

The Standing NATO Maritime Groups, of which there are 
two, are a multinational, integrated maritime force made up of 
vessels from various allied countries. These vessels are 
permanently available to NATO to perform different tasks 

ranging from participating in exercises to actually intervening 
in operational missions. 

These groups provide NATO with a continuous maritime 
capability for NATO Response Force (NRF) operations, non-
NRF operations and other activities in peacetime and in 
periods of crisis and conflict. They also help to establish 
Alliance presence, demonstrate solidarity, conduct routine 
diplomatic visits to different countries, support transformation 
and provide a variety of maritime military capabilities to 
ongoing missions. 

While aboard Enterprise, Bekkering met with Rear Adm. 
Walter E. Carter, commander, Enterprise Carrier Strike Group, 
and briefly toured the United States' first nuclear-powered 
aircraft carrier, currently on its 22nd and final deployment. 

Enterprise and the rest of the Enterprise Carrier Strike 
Group are deployed to support maritime security operations 
and theater security cooperation efforts in the U.S. 5th and 6th 
Fleet areas of responsibility. 



 

13 
 

 
USS Enterprise Conducts Replenishment At Sea 
(YOUTUBE 23 MAR 12) Mass Communication Specialist 

3rd Class Jared King 
ATLANTIC OCEAN -- U.S. Navy Sailors, assigned to 

the aircraft carrier USS Enterprise (CVN65), conduct a 
replenishment at sea (RAS) with the Military Sealift 

Command fast combat support ship USNS Supply (T-AOE 6). 
Enterprise and Supply are deployed as part of the Enterprise 
Carrier Strike Group supporting maritime security operations 
and theater security cooperation efforts in the U.S. 6th Fleet 
area of responsibility. 

View Clip (RT: 3:18) 
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11. Marines Sail Back To Future With Bataan Deployment 
(AOL DEFENSE 23 MAR 12) ... Richard Whittle 

Libyan rebels, Somali pirates, Osprey tiltrotors, and a 
long, long time at sea: The future of the Marine Corps post-
Afghanistan can be seen in what you might call "Yoda and 
Bart's Great Adventure," an extraordinary ocean journey that 
began a year ago Friday. 

This Yoda and Bart aren't fictional characters, but the 
radio call signs of two helicopter pilots. Navy Capt. Steven 
"Yoda" Yoder commands Amphibious Squadron Six, a three-
vessel unit led by the amphibious assault ship USS Bataan, 
basically a small aircraft carrier. Marine Col. Eric "Bart" 
Steidl commands the 22nd Marine Expeditionary Unit, a force 
of 2,250 Marines who travel with their own small air force. 
Loaded with a MEU – pronounced "mew" – an amphibious 
squadron becomes an Amphibious Ready Group, or ARG – 
pronounced the way it looks. 

ARG may also be the first sound Yoder and Steidl uttered 
when they were told on March 3, 2011, that their units were 
going to deploy just 20 days later – more than three months 
ahead of schedule -- to replace the USS Kearsarge ARG/26th 
MEU in supporting NATO air operations over Libya. 

"Our predeployment training cycle was cut short 106 
days," Steidl said at a joint briefing he did with Yoder this 
week at the Potomac Institute, a think tank with a strong 
Marine Corps bent. The Bataan ARG/22nd MEU went to sea 
with its marines and Sailors certified as proficient at only one 
of 12 Mission Essential Tasks which, by regulation, they 
should have been trained in advance to do. Deploying in a 
MEU, moreover, was a new experience for most of Steidl's 
marines. "We focused initially on shipboard safety," he said. 
"Maybe a hundred marines had been on a ship." 

After a decade of land wars in Iraq and Afghanistan – 
where nearly 10 percent of the active duty Marine Corps is 
still deployed – the Marines have gotten away from their 
historical mission. ARGs carrying MEUs have continued to 
roam the globe to provide U.S. "presence" and respond to 
humanitarian, diplomatic and military crises, but a lot of 
younger Marines haven't had the experience of a "float." With 
the war in Afghanistan winding down, though, Marine Corps 
leaders plan to return to their past to ensure their survival in 
this age of trillion dollar deficits and threatened defense 
budget cuts equally large. 

Presidents from Andrew Jackson to Harry S. Truman 
have tried to abolish or shrink the Corps or merge it with the 
Army. To stay alive, the Marines have had to stay unique. 
They did that in the 20th Century by making amphibious 
assault their specialty. Today, though, having conducted only 
a handful of small assaults against hostile shores since the 
Korean War, the Marines emphasize their broad range of 
amphibious capabilities. 

What adjustments to their equipment and training the 
Marines might need to preserve those capabilities under 
President Obama's new military strategy, with its emphasis on 
Asia and the Pacific, is a hot topic among experts. They may 
learn a lot by examining the deployment of the Bataan 
ARG/22nd MEU last year. Its 321-day duration fell just eight 
days short of the record set in 1973 by the aircraft carrier USS 
Midway for the longest U.S. Navy deployment since World 
War II, but the deployment probably represents what future 
ARG/MEU participants can expect in several respects: 

– The Bataan ARG, which included the landing dock ship 
USS Whidbey Island (LSD 41) and the amphibious transport 
USS Mesa Verde (LPD 19), sailed off the coast of Libya for 
about six months, standing ready to dispatch CH-53E 
helicopters or MV-22 Osprey tiltrotor aircraft to recover 
downed aircraft or crews in Libya, send in AV-8B Harrier 
fighter jets to strike targets, or provide humanitarian 
assistance. They also helped re-establish the U.S. Embassy in 
Tripoli. 

– For much of the deployment, the ARG was 
"disaggregated" – split up – with one or two of the ships 
taking detachments of marines with them to perform duties in 
the Gulf of Aden and Persian Gulf. What's more, in contrast to 
routine "split ARG" operations, the arms of the disaggregated 
Bataan ARG operated in different seas under their own 
detachment commanders and reporting to different fleet 
commanders. On Sept. 11-12 of last year, for example, the 
Mesa Verde was in the Mediterranean off the coast of Libya 
while the Bataan was on call to evacuate civilians from 
troubled Yemen and the Whidbey Island assisted Combined 
Task Force 151, a multinational task force combating Somali 
pirates. But there are limits to disaggregation: "The sum of the 
parts does not equal the whole," Steidl said. "There are 
capabilities that we can't break in half." The ARG's four CH-
53 helicopters, for example, had to stay together to share parts, 
equipment and mechanics. 

– The Bataan ARG Sailors and marines conducted 16 
joint exercises or smaller events with allies from 10 countries 
spread across three geographic combatant commands – 
European Command, Africa Command and Central 
Command. The events ranged in size from a major 
amphibious landing exercise with Spanish armed forces to a 
single AH-1 Cobra attack helicopter pilot talking to other 
Cobra pilots in Bahrain. Yoder said he could see the benefit of 
working with allies – another imperative in Obama's new 
military strategy – during the anti-piracy duty the Whidbey 
Island pulled in the Gulf of Aden. "When the Germans and the 
U.S. aircraft show up overhead of a ship that's being pirated, it 
was very quick; within five minutes, they could come to terms 
on who was going to do what and what the other force was 
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going to do," Yoder said. "The more we interoperate with our 
partners, the better off we will be." 

– Having 10 MV-22s as the ARG's primary rotorcraft 
paid dividends because the Osprey has roughly twice the 
speed and five times the range of the CH-46 helicopters the 
Marines primarily bought it to replace. "That MV-22 really 
unhinged the ship from being off the coast," said Steidl, a CH-
46 pilot himself. "Our operational reach was, on any given 
day, 300–plus miles from the ship to the objective area, 
whereas with the old CH-46, we were about 75 miles." 

– Yoder and Steidl agreed that if they could add one 
primary piece of equipment to the ARG/MEU arsenal it would 

be an "amphibious UAS" -- an unmanned aircraft system 
equipped with intelligence, surveillance and reconnaissance 
sensors. Such a UAS should be flexible enough to be flown 
from the deck of any of the ARG's ships and controlled either 
from them or from a ground control station that could be 
deployed ashore with marines, they said. 

Add it all up and the Bataan ARG/22nd MEU 
deployment, like the just-completed Bold Alligator 
amphibious assault exercise and Expeditionary Warrior 
wargames, shows that reach, versatility, flexibility and the 
ability to work seamlessly with allies are key as the Marine 
Corps goes back to its future. 
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12. U.S. 7th Fleet Flagship On 4-Day Manila Visit 
(MANILA BULLETIN 23 MAR 12) ... Elena L. Aben 

MANILA, Philippines — The USS Blue Ridge, the 
flagship of the U.S. 7th Fleet, yesterday dropped anchor at the 
Manila South Harbor in Manila for a four-day port visit. 

Blue Ridge brought with her more than 1,300 Sailors and 
marines – around 12 percent of whom have Filipino 
background, some of them have not been to their homeland 
since childhood. 

Many members of the crew will use the port visit to see 
their families, relatives, and friends. Others said they look 
forward to having a taste of Filipino dishes, including street 
food, which they even plan to introduce to their foreign 
colleagues. 

Among the junior officers aboard Blue Ridge is Ensign 
Maria Josefa D. Veloria, daughter of Brig. Gen. Mariano 
Veloria, a member of the Philippine Military Academy (PMA) 
Class 1979, who is now the commander of the 53rd 
Engineering Brigade of the Philippine Army. 

Maryjo, fondly called “Pepay” by her family and 
relatives, enlisted in the United States Navy as a Logistics 
Specialist after graduating from the Recruit Training 
Command in Great Lakes, Illinois, ranking first out of 800 
Sailors in Military Excellence. 

Her first sea tour was onboard the USS Benfold (DDG 
65) home-ported in San Diego, California, where she served as 
Financial Specialist. After this, she was sent to the University 
of San Diego to complete her Bachelor’s Degree in Biology, 
graduating cum laude. In 2010, she extended her studies in 
Paris, France. 

The eldest of six children, 25-year-old Maryjo said she 
has been in the U.S. Navy for five years and is now in her 
seventh month with USS Blue Ridge. Three other siblings of 
Maryjo will soon join the Navy – Maria Christina, who is due 
to be commissioned in May after topping her class is also a 
nursing degree holder; Gabriel, on his 1st year as cadet in the 
United States Naval Academy (USNA) and a Commandant’s 
Lister; and Maria Luzviminda, currently waiting for her Naval 
Academy appointment. 

Living on their own inside a military camp, the family 
learned to survive without any househelp – with all the 
children helping in the household chores, from washing the 
dishes, cleaning the house, doing the laundry, and ironing the 
clothes. 

Maryjo, according to her mother, very much admired the 
women in uniform that she was very hands-on, she loves 

order, she loves taking care and looking after her siblings, and 
is a very responsible child. 

Maryjo, her mother added, wanted to be the best of what 
she can be and that goal can be achieved by serving in the U.S. 
Navy, at the same time fulfilling her dreams by serving in the 
military. 

In their early life, the mother has established that the 
children try to look at their father as their hero, their father. 

Since 1947, the United States and the Republic of the 
Philippines have had a mutual agreement allowing the United 
States to recruit citizens of the Philippines for voluntary 
enlistment into the United States Armed Forces. Up until it 
closed in 1992, the majority of the recruitment of Filipino 
Sailors in the U.S. Navy was done at Subic Bay. 

Another Filipino officer on board, Lt. Jerry Belmonte, 
Blue Ridge's damage control assistant, was one of the last 
Sailors to come from the Subic Bay recruiting center. 

“The process I went through to enlist in the Navy, it was 
tough,” Belmonte said, adding: “They would choose among 
200 people in one day. We'd be lined up at the main gate next 
to the recruiting station and from there, we’d begin by taking 
tests, going through background checks, having our English 
comprehension graded and then validating our tests. By the 
time the process was completed, out of 200 people, I was one 
of only four left.” 

Belmonte said the day he stood in the recruiting line at 
Subic Bay was the hardest part of his Navy career. Despite 
having to spend his first two and a half years in the Navy as an 
undesignated deck seaman, Belmonte prepared himself to take 
full advantage of the opportunities a military career would 
provide him. Within 11 years of standing in the recruiting line, 
Belmonte was commissioned a Naval officer. 

“You grow up with a certain mindset when you are born 
and raised in a Third World country,” Belmonte said. 

“You work hard to make it and there are not a lot of 
opportunities available. The U.S. Navy gave a lot of Filipinos 
like myself an opportunity to have a lot of career options. For 
myself, enlisting in the Navy was a life saver, a real life saving 
event.” 

Meanwhile, for one crew member, Machinist Mate 
Fireman Joangela Tanilon, a special ceremony awaits her third 
visit to Manila while on the Blue Ridge. 

“My fiance and I are having a commitment ceremony,” 
said Tanilon. 
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“Ericka and I have invited more than 50 family members 
and friends to witness our ceremony at a church in Quezon 
City. I'm ecstatic and have been keeping myself busy on the 
ship so the days go by fast,” said Tanilon. 

Tanilon added that aside from seeing her fiance and 
family, she is excited to show her shipmates the sights and 
tastes of Manila that she loves. 

“I love Filipino street food, especially fish balls, balut, 
and dried mango with shrimp sauce. The ambiance of Manila 
and how happy people look makes me smile. Manila is a 
romantic city, everywhere you go you will see people holding 
hands.” 

Since 1947, the United States and the Republic of the 
Philippines have had a mutual agreement allowing the United 
States to recruit citizens of the Philippines for voluntary 

enlistment into the United States Armed Forces. Up until it 
closed in 1992, the majority of the recruitment of Filipino 
Sailors in the U.S. Navy was done at Subic Bay. 

Another Filipino crew on board, Senior Chief Petty 
Officer Ed Agustin who is described by his superior as the 
best Sailor on board and one of the few who were recruited in 
Subic, said he is excited about their port visit. 

Agustin said he is looking forward to eating dinuguan and 
papaitan, aside from seeing his family. 

A relative of a former senator, Gunnery Seargent Elwin 
Zubirri is also a war veteran having been seen two 
deployments in Iraq. 

When asked what special trait makes Filipinos aboard the 
ship excel, he said it is their being hard working. 
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13. 13 Naval Ships Arrive Today For Dimdex Expo 
(THE PENINSULA (QATAR) 25 MAR 12) 

DOHA - The arrival of 13 modern naval ships from 10 
countries today will highlight this year’s 3rd Doha 
International Maritime Defence Exhibition (DIMDEX) 
scheduled to open tomorrow. 

The ships will showcase some of the key maritime 
capabilities and technologies—including air and missile 
defence, anti-submarine warfare, maritime domain awareness, 
and unmanned aerial and maritime systems. 

The newest warship at Doha comes from the Royal 
Moroccan Navy, displaying its latest 105-meter Sigma Class 
frigate, Tarik Bin Ziyad 613. Built by Damen Schelde Naval 
Shipbuilding of the Netherlands and commissioned in 
December 2011, the frigate will extend the navy’s patrol 
capabilities, enabling the sea service to operate at longer 
ranges and support Nato operations. 

Two smaller 98-meter frigates complete with Sigma line-
up. The Sultan Moulay Ismail 614, was delivered last month; 
completion of the third hull, Allal Ben Abdellah 615 is 
expected in August. 

HMS Daring D-32, the UK Royal Navy’s (RN) most 
recent and advanced anti-air warfare destroyer will be taking 
center stage at the Doha Commercial Port. The first of six 
Type-45 stealth warships, D-32 was built by the UK’s BAE 
Naval Systems and commissioned in 2008. Sister vessels 
HMS Dauntless D-33 and Diamond D-34 have entered RN 
service; completion of the remaining three units is expected by 
2014. 

Designed with a streamlined superstructure and materials 
to absorb and reduce radar signature, the Type-45 features a 
uniquely uncluttered sensor mast. The class was also 
constructed with improved habitability standards, intended to 
reduce life cycle support costs. 

The Royal Navy of Oman (RNO) has dispatched Z-14 
Musandam, a Dhofar Class FAC, to take part in this year’s 
maritime exhibition. Built by Vosper Thornycroft and 
commissioned in 1989, Z-14 is armed with an OTO Melara 
76/62 76mm compact and 40mm twin guns. Second 
generation Exocet ASMs provide long-range strike capability. 

Three Khareef class corvettes constructed by BAE 
Systems will eventually replace this aging Dhofar Class. AMI 

expects the first two units will be delivered by the end of 2012 
and the third unit in 2013. 

The latest addition to the DIMDEX line-up includes one 
of the Royal Saudi Naval Force’s (RSNF). Badr Class 
corvettes. Commissioned in the early 1980s, the four U.S.-
built units of this class are set for near-term modernization 
efforts as part of the Ministry of Defence and Aviation’s 
(MoDA) future upgrade programme. 

With the RSNF currently planning for a new destroyer-
sized surface combatant to supplement its anti-air, anti-
surface, and anti-submarine warfare capabilities, replacement 
of the Badr class is expected by 2020. Naval ship and related 
equipment expenditures in MENA region will reach $49bn 
over the next 20 years, according to latest figures released by 
AMI International - a leading consultant for naval, maritime 
security, and unmanned systems markets around the world. 

AMI has released its latest naval market forecast for the 
region ahead of the DIMDEX 2012. 

Saudi Arabia, Iran, Israel, Egypt, Algeria and Morocco 
are projected to be the leading naval spenders in the MENA 
region over the next 20 years, modernizing their sea services 
at a sustained rate and acquiring a broad range of ships and 
systems. Taken together these “top six” make up about 73 
percent of the region’s total forecast naval market by volume 
(number of new hulls acquired) and about 76 percent by 
market value of new ship and system programs. 

Twenty-one active ship construction programs highlight 
the importance of larger surface combatant procurements in 
the region—specifically corvettes and frigates. At the same 
time, 59 percent of the total “new build” spend in the region 
will remain focused on smaller patrol craft, amphibious ships, 
mine countermeasures vessels, and support ships. 

Submarine procurements in the Mena market are gaining 
renewed importance. In 2008, the region was projected to 
spend over $3.2bn on new submarine acquisitions. AMI 
estimates this figure will grow 42 percent to $7.8bn over the 
next 20 years. 

The current pace of new Mena naval programme activity 
highlights the region’s position as a growth market in contrast 
to declining naval procurement budgets in other parts of the 
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world. With Mena’s ongoing significant investments in new 
construction ships and related systems, AMI expects this 

year’s DIMDEX attendance to reach record, as the region’s 
largest specialised maritime defense exhibition. 
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14. In South Korea Visit, Obama Visits Border And Warns North 
(NEW YORK TIMES 26 MAR 12) ... Mark Landler 

PANMUNJOM, South Korea — President Obama 
warned North Korea on Sunday that its threats and 
provocations would only deepen its international isolation and 
jeopardize the resumption of American food aid, and he called 
on the North to scrap its plans to launch a satellite next month. 

Squinting through binoculars from an observation post at 
the demilitarized zone between North and South Korea, Mr. 
Obama got a firsthand look at North Korea. The North, with a 
new leader in place, briefly tantalized the United States weeks 
ago by raising the possibility of ending the standoff over its 
nuclear program, only to resume its usual defiance with the 
recent satellite announcement. 

“They need to understand that bad behavior will not be 
rewarded,” Mr. Obama said at a news conference with South 
Korea’s president, Lee Myung-bak, who is playing host to a 
nuclear security summit meeting that will include Mr. Obama 
and 50 other world leaders. 

Mr. Lee also demanded that North Korea “repeal” the 
decision to launch the satellite, which is to be mounted on a 
long-range missile. Both he and Mr. Obama said it would 
breach North Korea’s obligations, since missile launchings are 
barred by United Nations sanctions. 

Despite international condemnation, North Korea appears 
determined to press ahead with the satellite launching next 
month. On Sunday, the South Korean military said that North 
Korea had moved the main body of its Unha-3 rocket to the 
new launching station at Dongchang-ri in northwestern North 
Korea. 

Mr. Obama expressed frustration that China, as the main 
patron of the North Korean government, had not done more to 
curb the North’s provocative behavior. He said he would raise 
the issue of China’s influence in a meeting on Monday with 
the Chinese president, Hu Jintao. 

“In the same way that North Korea needs to do something 
new if it wants to do right by its people,” Mr. Obama said, the 
Chinese must recognize that “the approach they’ve taken over 
the last several decades hasn’t led to a fundamental shift in 
North Korea’s behavior.” 

The president made his comments on a day that brought 
home the intractable nature of the Korean conflict, as he 
tramped through guard posts and bunkers that date back six 
decades to the Korean War. 

On the far side of the demilitarized zone, beyond the 
watchtowers and concertina wire that separate the North from 
the South, a giant red-and-blue North Korean flag billowed at 
half-staff, marking the 100th day since the death of Kim Jong-
il, who led North Korea for 17 years. 

It was Mr. Obama’s first visit to this heavily fortified 
border — Presidents George W. Bush, Bill Clinton and 
Ronald Reagan all made the trip — and it seemed both an 
echo of the cold war and a testament to the new dangers in an 
age of nuclear proliferation. 

The agenda for the nuclear security summit meeting is 
ostensibly about preventing nuclear materials from falling into 
the hands of terrorists. But the motives and ambitions of 

countries like North Korea and Iran are likely to dominate the 
discussions. 

North Korea’s talk of its satellite launching upended a 
fragile diplomatic opening to Kim Jong-il’s son and successor, 
Kim Jong-un. Analysts say North Korea appears to be 
reverting to a familiar cycle of provocations, perhaps as its 
untested leader tries to consolidate his power. 

Mr. Obama declined to speculate about the younger Mr. 
Kim’s actions, saying, “It’s not clear exactly who’s calling the 
shots” in North Korea. Mr. Lee said he was disappointed 
because until the planned satellite launching, he expected Mr. 
Kim to take a path different from his father’s. 

In a speech at a university in Seoul on Monday, Mr. 
Obama aimed his words at North Korea’s leaders, warning 
them that their provocations would lead only to “more broken 
dreams” and urging them to “have the courage to pursue peace 
and give a better life to the North Korean people.” 

During his visit to the demilitarized zone, Mr. Obama 
paid tribute to the soldiers who have patrolled the border, 
saying they made it possible for South Korea to grow into a 
thriving democracy with a free-market economy despite the 
constant threat of war. 

“You guys are at freedom’s frontier,” he told the 
American troops in a dining hall at Camp Bonifas, an outpost 
of the United Nations command that oversees the zone. “The 
contrast between South Korea and North Korea could not be 
clearer, could not be starker, both in terms of freedom but also 
in terms of prosperity.” 

There was time for jokes, too. Mr. Obama thanked the 
soldiers for giving him a “spiffy jacket,” and he drew laughs 
when he talked about how upsets in the N.C.A.A. men’s 
basketball tournament had made a hash of the brackets chosen 
by so many fans. 

The president then greeted eight South Korean soldiers 
who keep watch at Observation Post Ouellette, one of the 
forward-most positions along the zone. As they waited for Mr. 
Obama to arrive, in a room with tightly drawn curtains and 
posters for target practice, the soldiers rehearsed their 
handshakes and barked greetings: “Very nice to meet you, 
sir.” 

The pleasantries completed, Mr. Obama stepped into a 
chilly, windswept bunker ringed by sandbags and camouflage 
burlap and shielded by a wall of two-inch-thick bulletproof 
glass, where he was handed binoculars to survey the bleak 
North Korean countryside. 

As a military escort pointed out landmarks, Mr. Obama 
could be heard asking where the demarcation line was 
between the North and South in different directions, as well as 
the size of the nearby North Korean village, where the giant 
flag was flying. 

The timing of Mr. Obama’s visit was symbolic, coming a 
day before the second anniversary of the sinking of a South 
Korean Navy warship, the Cheonan. An international 
investigation concluded that the ship had been torpedoed by 
the North, a charge that the North Koreans deny. 
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Administration officials said the visit to the zone, where 
some of the 28,500 American soldiers stationed in South 
Korea serve alongside Korean troops, was a way to honor the 
loss of the Cheonan, which they said had brought South Korea 
and the United States closer together. Mr. Obama mentioned 
the Cheonan at the university on Monday. 

After he had spent about an hour at the border, Mr. 
Obama’s helicopter headed back to Seoul, where he met with 

Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan of Turkey for 
discussions, mainly about Syria. 

The two leaders conferred about a plan to provide aid, 
like medical supplies and communications equipment, to 
opponents of President Bashar al-Assad’s government, said 
Benjamin J. Rhodes, a deputy national security adviser. 
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15. Navy Boosts Anti-Sub Capabilities In Wake Of Cheonan 
New equipment and tougher training enhances response to underwater threats 
(KOREA HERALD 25 MAR 12) ... Choi He-suk 

On March 26, 2010, North Korea carried out a torpedo 
attack on the South Korean corvette Cheonan, which sank off 
the coast of the northwestern island of Baengnyeong, taking 
with it 46 sailors. 

Since then, the South Korean Navy has updated its patrol 
combat corvettes, increased anti-submarine exercises in the 
West Sea and made changes to its operations to better prepare 
for submarine attacks. 

Previous to the incident the Navy’s anti-submarine efforts 
were mostly concentrated in the East Sea, the deeper waters of 
which provide a more suitable environment for submarine 
operations. According to Navy officials, the West Sea’s 
shallow waters limit submarine operation to depths of between 
60 and 80 meters. 

Despite such restrictions the West Sea presents for 
submarines, the attack on Cheonan showed that North Korean 
submarines were capable of operating in the area. 

As such, the South Korean Navy has made changes 
ranging from updating equipment and increasing drills to 
establishing new posts in the chain of command and changing 
the pattern of vessel deployment. 

“In the past, a patrol combat corvette would maneuver 
alone. Now, a corvette is coupled with a destroyer,” a Navy 
public relations officer said. 

“Different types of vessels that can compliment each 
other were grouped to increase efficiency, and a destroyer also 
has anti-air capabilities.” 

In addition to pairing corvettes with larger destroyers, the 
Navy has added the post of vice commander to squadrons to 
lessen the burden on the commanders of squadron-level units. 

In terms of exercises, ships of the Second Fleet have been 
subjected to an unprecedented level of anti-submarine drills. 

“The Second Fleet conducts anti-submarine drills at 
random intervals, and the drills do not follow predetermined 
scenarios,” said Commander Hong Jeong-an, the captain of 
the corvette Yeongju. Yeongju is a warship of the same class 
as the Cheonan and took part in a drill in the West Sea on 
Wednesday. 

“Vessels that are already at sea when an exercise is 
conducted take part without any prior information. We 
maintain anti-submarine readiness around the clock.” 

In terms of equipment, the corvettes have been given new 
anti-torpedo equipment and their solar equipment has been 
refurbished to restore its efficacy. 

All corvettes now carry torpedo acoustic counter measure 
or TACM equipment. All corvettes now carry 24, 12 on each 
side, TACM rounds. 

When a torpedo is detected, the TACM rounds are fired 
into the sea up to 800 meters away from the ship. The rounds 
then emit sounds louder than that of the ship in order to attract 
acoustic torpedoes away from the vessel. 

In addition, the new equipment is capable of 
automatically calculating the timing and direction of evasive 
maneuvers as well as the angle at which the TACM rounds 
need to be fired for maximum effect. 

According to the Navy, the sonar fitted in the corvettes is 
hull-mounted making it necessary for the entire hull to be 
changed for the sonar to be upgraded. 

As such, the Navy improvised by replacing all of the parts 
found in the current equipment with newly-manufactured 
parts, restoring its original efficacy. 

“In the past, we could not identify the sound made by 
enemy torpedoes. Now we can not only detect and identify the 
sound but the TACM equipment allows evasion,” Hong said. 

The Navy says that such efforts have greatly increased 
Second Fleet ships’ ability to respond to submarine threats. 
According to the Navy, the Yeongju was able to detect and 
verify the hostile status of the virtual submarine threat used in 
the exercise, and deploy anti-submarine measures within eight 
minutes. The Yeongju is also said to have performed well in 
the Korea-U.S. joint exercise Foal Eagle, having succeeded in 
making contact with and attacking enemy submarines “on 
several occasions” during the 76-hour exercise. 

However, South Korea’s Navy still has a long way to go 
in terms of equipment. 

The Navy currently counts 12 destroyers in its fleets and 
officials say that there is a need for more. 

Although there are 12 destroyers, only a third of them are 
available for duty at a given time as when a destroyer is 
deployed another needs to be on standby and another in 
maintenance. 

In addition, with the Navy engaged in a variety of 
international exchange programs and joint exercises, the 
number of destroyers available at a given time is limited. 

In addition, the capabilities of sonar equipment carried by 
South Korean corvettes still fall short of those of larger navies. 

“Having taken part in Korea-U.S. joint exercises, (U.S. 
ships’ sonar) detect much farther out than us,” Yeongju’s 
captain said. 
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16. Patriot Batteries To Be Shipped To Okinawa Before Pyongyang's Launch 
MSDF Aegis ships readied for missile intercept orders 
(KYODO NEWS 25 MAR 12) 

Three Aegis destroyers will be deployed to the East China 
Sea and the Sea of Japan to intercept a North Korean rocket to 
be launched next month if it appears that it will fall in 
Japanese territory or waters, government sources said. 

The Defense Ministry will deploy two Maritime Self-
Defense Force Aegis vessels equipped with Standard Missile-
3 interceptors to the East China Sea from the MSDF base in 
Sasebo, Nagasaki Prefecture, the sources said Friday. 

Another Aegis destroyer with SM-3 interceptors will be 
despatched to the Sea of Japan from the MSDF base in 
Maizuru, Kyoto Prefecture, the sources said. 

North Korea recently announced it would launch an Earth 
observation satellite aboard a rocket to mark the centennial of 
state founder Kim Il Sung's birth, which falls April 15. 
However, the international community widely views this as 
just a pretext for an ICBM test. 

The rocket's trajectory is expected to pass over the 
Sakishima island chain in Okinawa, at the southernmost tip of 
the Japanese archipelago. 

The government will mobilize the Self-Defense Forces 
missile shield on Ishigaki and Miyako islands — considered at 
high risk due to the rocket's forecast trajectory — as well as on 
Okinawa Island and at the Defense Ministry's headquarters 
and other locations in Tokyo, according to the sources. 

The ministry is making final arrangements with local 
governments to issue an order Friday to ready their missile 
defenses, they said. 

PAC-3 missile interceptors will be deployed at two Air 
Self-Defense Force bases on Okinawa Island, as well as at an 
ASDF base on Miyako Island and at the site of an envisioned 
new airport on Ishigaki Island, they added. 

As the PAC-3 system will not be officially deployed in 
Okinawa until fiscal 2014, interceptors stationed on Honshu 
will be transported to the city of Kure, Hiroshima Prefecture, 
and shipped to Okinawa aboard civilian ferries. 

The North has told the International Maritime 
Organization it will launch the rocket between April 12 and 
16, sometime between 7 a.m. to 12 p.m. Japan time. 

Pyongyang has said the first stage will fall in waters west 
of South Korea, while the second stage will plunge into the 
Pacific Ocean east of Luzon Island in the Philippines. 

According to the national missile defense plan, SM-3 
interceptors form the first line of defense, aiming to shoot 
down ballistic missiles outside the Earth's atmosphere. But if 
they miss their target, the PAC-3 system would seek to destroy 
missiles when they re-enter the atmosphere. 
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17. Intel Shows Iran Nuclear Threat Not Imminent 
(REUTERS 23 MAR 12) ... Tabassum Zakaria and Mark Hosenball 

WASHINGTON -- The United States, European allies 
and even Israel generally agree on three things about Iran's 
nuclear program: Tehran does not have a bomb, has not 
decided to build one, and is probably years away from having 
a deliverable nuclear warhead. 

Those conclusions, drawn from extensive interviews with 
current and former U.S. and European officials with access to 
intelligence on Iran, contrast starkly with the heated debate 
surrounding a possible Israeli strike on Tehran's nuclear 
facilities. 

"They're keeping the soup warm but they are not cooking 
it," a U.S. administration official said. 

Reuters has learned that in late 2006 or early 2007, U.S. 
intelligence intercepted telephone and email communications 
in which Mohsen Fakhrizadeh, a leading figure in Iran's 
nuclear program, and other scientists complained that the 
weaponization program had been stopped. 

That led to a bombshell conclusion in a controversial 
2007 National Intelligence Estimate: American spy agencies 
had "high confidence" that Iran halted its nuclear weapons 
program in the fall of 2003. 

Current and former U.S. officials say they are confident 
that Iran has no secret uranium-enrichment site outside the 
purview of U.N. nuclear inspections. 

They also have confidence that any Iranian move toward 
building a functional nuclear weapon would be detected long 
before a bomb was made. 

These intelligence findings are what underpin President 
Barack Obama's argument that there is still time to see 

whether economic sanctions will compel Iran's leaders to halt 
any program. 

The Obama administration, relying on a top-priority 
intelligence collection program and after countless hours of 
debate, has concluded that Iranian leaders have not decided 
whether to actively construct a nuclear weapon, current and 
former officials said. 

There is little argument, however, that Iran's leaders have 
taken steps that would give them the option of becoming a 
nuclear-armed power. 

Iran has enriched uranium, although not yet of sufficient 
quantity or purity to fuel a bomb, and has built secret 
enrichment sites, which were acknowledged only when 
unmasked. 

Iran has, in years past, worked on designing a nuclear 
warhead, the complicated package of electronics and 
explosives that would transform highly enriched uranium into 
a fission bomb. 

And it is developing missiles that could in theory launch 
such a weapon at a target in enemy territory. 

There are also blind spots in U.S. and allied agencies' 
knowledge. A crucial unknown is the intentions of Iran's 
Supreme Leader, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei. Another question 
is exactly how much progress Iran made in designing a 
warhead before mothballing its program. The allies disagree 
on how fast Iran is progressing toward bomb-building ability: 
the U.S. thinks progress is relatively slow; the Europeans and 
Israelis believe it's faster. 

U.S. officials assert that intelligence reporting on Iran's 
nuclear program is better than it was on Iraq's weapons of 
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mass destruction, which proved to be non-existent but which 
President George W. Bush and his aides used to make the case 
for the 2003 invasion. 

That case and others, such as the U.S. failure to predict 
India's 1998 underground nuclear test, illustrate the perils of 
divining secrets about others' weapons programs. 

"The quality of intelligence varies from case to case," a 
U.S. administration official said. Intelligence on North Korea 
and Iraq was more limited, but there was "extraordinarily good 
intelligence" on Iran, the official said. 

Israel, which regards a nuclear Iran as an existential 
threat, has a different calculation. It studies the same 
intelligence and timetable, but sees a closing window of 
opportunity to take unilateral military action and set back 
Iran's ambitions. Israel worries that Iran will soon have moved 
enough of its nuclear program underground -- or spread it far 
enough around the country -- as to make it virtually 
impervious to a unilateral Israeli attack, creating what Defense 
Minister Ehud Barak recently referred to as a "zone of 
immunity." 

While Israel would not be able to launch an effective 
offensive in this analysis, the U.S., with its deeper-penetrating 
bombs and in-air refueling capability, believes it could still get 
results from a military strike. 

Israel has not publicly defined how or when Iran would 
enter this phase of a nuclear weapons program. Barak said last 
month that relying on an ability to detect an order by 
Khamenei to build a bomb "oversimplifies the issue 
dramatically." 

Confidence In Intelligence 
U.S. confidence that Iran stopped its nuclear 

weaponization program in 2003 traces back to a stream of 
intelligence obtained in 2006 or early 2007, which 
dramatically shifted the view of spy agencies. 

Sources familiar with the intelligence confirmed the 
intercept of Fakhrizadeh's communications. The United States 
had both telephone and email intercepts in which Iranian 
scientists complained about how the leadership ordered them 
to shut down the program in 2003, a senior European official 
said. 

U.S. officials said they are very confident that the 
intercepts were authentic - and not disinformation planted by 
Iran. 

"Iran has been a high-priority intelligence target for years. 
Sometimes you get lucky, and sometimes we really are good," 
said Thomas Fingar, who was chairman of the National 
Intelligence Council when it compiled the 2007 intelligence 
estimate. 

While declining to provide specific details, Fingar, now at 
Stanford University, said: "We got information that we had 
never been able to obtain before. We knew the provenance of 
the information, and we knew that we had been able to obtain 
it from multiple sources. Years of hard work had finally paid 
off." 

The judgment that Iran had stopped work on the weapons 
program stunned the Bush White House and U.S. allies. 
Critics accused U.S. spy agencies of over-compensating for 
their flawed 2002 analysis that Iraq's Saddam Hussein had 
active nuclear, biological and chemical weapons programs. 

The 2007 report gummed up efforts by the Bush 
administration to persuade the U.N. Security Council and 

others to add pressure on Iran with more sanctions. It was 
greeted with disbelief by Israel and some European allies. 

"It really pulled the rug out of our sanctions effort until 
we got it back on track in 2008," recalled Stephen Hadley, 
former national security adviser to Bush. 

Overlooked by many was that the report said Iran had 
been pursuing a nuclear weapon and was keeping its options 
open for developing one, he said. "The problem was that it 
was misinterpreted as an all-clear when it wasn't that at all," 
Hadley said. 

A November 2011 report by the U.N.'s International 
Atomic Energy Agency said suspected nuclear weaponization 
efforts led by Fakhrizadeh were "stopped rather abruptly 
pursuant to a 'halt order' instruction issued in late 2003 by 
senior Iranian officials." 

The reasons for this are not clear. Western experts say it 
was probably related to a fear of being next on the hit list after 
the United States toppled Saddam next door. 

Iran emphasizes its nuclear program is for civilian 
purposes. Ayatollah Khamenei this week said Iran does not 
have nuclear weapons and will not build them. 

Dismembered And Buried 
Some key U.S. allies were never entirely comfortable 

with the 2007 U.S. intelligence estimate. The Europeans 
conceded that a centrally directed weaponization program 
probably stopped, but believed pieces of the program were 
being pursued separately. 

Many European experts believed the Iranians had 
dismembered their bomb program and scattered and buried its 
parts, some of them in military or scientific installations, some 
in obscure academic institutions. 

Under pressure from both European allies and Israel's 
supporters, U.S. intelligence agencies late in the Bush 
administration and early in Obama's tenure began to take a 
second look at the 2007 estimate. Some consideration was 
given to bringing it more into line with European views. 
Intelligence received after publication of the 2007 estimate 
suggested that in 2006, Iran believed the United States was 
going to have to abandon its troubled venture in Iraq. 

Wisps of information were gathered that Iranian officials 
were talking about restarting elements of the bomb program, a 
U.S. intelligence official said on condition of anonymity. But 
analysts were divided about the significance of the new 
information. The revised estimate was delayed for months. 

Eventually, at the very end of 2010, an updated version 
was circulated within the government. Unlike the 2007 
estimate, the White House made public no extracts of this 
document. 

A consensus emerged among U.S. experts that the new 
intelligence information wasn't as alarming as originally 
thought, according to officials familiar with the result. 

The 2010 update largely stuck to the same assessments as 
the 2007 report, these officials said. U.S. intelligence chiefs 
issued a vague public acknowledgement of the ambiguities of 
their latest assessment. 

Director of National Intelligence James Clapper told 
Congress in February 2011 that "Iran is keeping open the 
option to develop nuclear weapons in part by developing 
various nuclear capabilities that better position it to produce 
such weapons, should it choose to do so." 

Time Frame 
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The United States and Israel are on the same page in 
judging how long it would take Iran to have a nuclear weapon 
that could strike a target: about a year to produce a bomb and 
then another one to two years to put it on a missile. 

Both countries believe Iran has not made a decision to 
build a bomb, so even if Tehran decided to move forward, it 
would be unlikely to have a working nuclear device this year, 
let alone a missile to deliver it. 

"I think they are years away from having a nuclear 
weapon," a U.S. administration official said. 

Three main pieces are needed for a nuclear arsenal: highly 
enriched uranium to fuel a bomb, a nuclear warhead to 
detonate it, and a missile or other platform to deliver it. For 
Iran's program, the West has the most information about the 
first. 

Iran has a declared nuclear program for medical research 
and producing energy, is a member of the nuclear Non-
Proliferation Treaty and allows U.N. nuclear inspectors into its 
facilities. 

The inspections are conducted by the International 
Atomic Energy Agency, and its reports provide some of the 
best snapshots of where Iran's program stands. 

Iran conducts uranium enrichment at the Natanz plant in 
central Iran and at a site at Fordow buried deep in a 
mountainous region near the holy city of Qom. Both sites were 
built secretly and made public by others. 

Natanz was unveiled in 2002 by an Iranian opposition 
group, the Mujahedin-e Khalq. Obama and other world leaders 
announced the existence of the Fordow site in 2009. 

Natanz houses about 8,800 centrifuge machines spinning 
to increase the concentration of U-235, the type of uranium 
that yields fissile material. Fordow is built to contain about 
3,000 centrifuge machines, but the most recent IAEA report 
says about 700 are operational. 

Most of Iran's stockpile is 3.5 percent low enriched 
uranium. When Tehran declared in February 2010 that it 
would begin enriching uranium up to 20 percent purity, that 
sharply increased the anxiety of Israel and others. 

Nuclear experts say that enriching uranium from the 
naturally occurring 0.7 percent concentration of U-235 to the 
low-level 3.5 percent accomplishes about 70 percent of the 
enrichment work toward weapons-grade uranium. At 20 
percent concentration, about nine-tenths of the work has been 
completed. For Iran, getting to 90 percent would require 
changing some of the plumbing in the centrifuges, experts 
said. 

"From 20 to 90 is exponentially easier," a U.S. 
intelligence official said. 

An IAEA report last month said that Iran has produced 
nearly 110 kilograms (240 pounds) of uranium enriched to 20 
percent. That is less than the roughly 250 kilograms (550 
pounds) that nuclear experts say would be required, when 
purified further, for one nuclear weapon. 

Iran's enrichment program was set back by the Stuxnet 
computer virus, which many security experts suspect was 
created by Israeli intelligence, possibly with U.S. assistance. It 
wormed its way into Iranian centrifuge machinery as early as 
2009. The Institute for Science and International Security 
estimated that Stuxnet damaged about 1,000 centrifuges at 
Natanz and stalled its enrichment capability from growing for 
about a year. 

But it isn't clear how lasting an impact Stuxnet has had. 
Reuters reported last month that U.S. and European officials 
and private experts believe Iranian engineers have neutralized 
and purged the virus. 

Eyes In The Sky 
U.S. officials and experts are confident that Iran would be 

detected if it jumped to a higher level of enrichment. 
The IAEA monitors Iran's enrichment facilities closely, 

watching with cameras and taking measurements during 
inspections. Seals would have to be broken if containers that 
collect the enriched material were moved or tampered with. 

U.S. and European intelligence agencies are also keeping 
tabs through satellites, sensors and other methods. They 
watched for years as a hole was dug into a mountainside near 
Qom and determined - it is unclear precisely how - late in the 
Bush administration that Fordow was likely a secret uranium 
enrichment site. 

Obama was briefed on Qom when he was president-elect 
and was the one to publicly announce it to the world in 
September 2009. 

"They had a deep understanding of the facility, which 
allowed them to blow the whistle on Tehran with confidence," 
a U.S. official said. 

Rumors periodically pop up of other secret enrichment 
sites, but so far they have not been substantiated. "Most of the 
people who make the argument that they might have a covert 
facility or a series of covert facilities are doing that to justify 
bombing them sooner rather than later," said Colin Kahl, a 
former defense official focused on the Middle East. 

"We are very confident that there is no secret site now," a 
U.S. administration official said. But given Iran's history of 
secretly building facilities, the official predicted Tehran would 
eventually construct another covert plant. 

The Unknown 
One of the biggest question marks is how far Iran 

advanced in designing a nuclear device - a task considered to 
be less complicated than producing highly enriched uranium. 

The more primitive the device, the more enriched 
uranium is required. Making it small enough to fit on the tip of 
a missile would be another challenge. 

The IAEA has information that Iran built a large 
containment chamber to conduct high-explosives tests at the 
Parchin military complex southeast of Tehran. Conventional 
weapons are tested at that base, and the U.S. government 
appears convinced that any nuclear-related tests occurred prior 
to the 2003 halt. 

But Iran denied the IAEA access to the Parchin site in 
February, raising more suspicion, and the nuclear agency 
seems less confident that weapons work has halted altogether. 

IAEA chief Yukiya Amano said recently, "We have 
information that some activity is ongoing there." 

In its November 2011 report, the IAEA said it had 
"serious concerns regarding possible military dimensions to 
Iran's nuclear program." 

It cited Iran's efforts to procure nuclear-related and dual-
use equipment, acquisition of nuclear-weapons development 
information and work on developing a nuclear weapon design 
in the program that was stopped in late 2003. 

"There are also indications that some activities relevant to 
the development of a nuclear explosive device continued after 
2003, and that some may still be ongoing," the IAEA said. 



 

21 
 

While Iran does not yet have a nuclear warhead that can 
fit on a missile, it does have the missiles. 

Iran has the largest inventory of ballistic missiles in the 
Middle East, and many of those projectiles could be 
repurposed to deliver a nuclear device, intelligence director 
Clapper said in congressional testimony. 

Western experts also point to Iran's test firing of a rocket 
that can launch satellites into space as an example of a 
growing capability that could potentially be used for nuclear 
weapons. 

"The nuclear threat is growing. They are getting relatively 
close to the place where they can make the decision to 
assemble all three parts of their program -- enrichment, 
missile, weaponization," House Intelligence Committee 
Chairman Mike Rogers said in an interview. Khamenei "hasn't 

said 'put it together' yet," said Rogers, a Republican. "Have 
they decided to sprint to making the device that blows up? 
Probably not. But are they walking to a device that blows up? 
Yes." 

The debate over air strikes, supercharged by Israel's 
anxiety and U.S. election-year politics, has raised the specter 
of the Iraq war. The White House justified that conflict on the 
grounds of weapons of mass destruction, as well as significant 
ties between Iraq and al Qaeda. Both proved to be mirages. 

"There are lots of disturbing similarities. One has to note 
the differences, too," said Paul Pillar, a former top CIA 
analyst. 

"The huge difference being we don't have an 
administration in office that is the one hankering for the war. 
This administration is not hankering for a war," said Pillar. 
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18. Obama, Turkish Premier Consider Aid For Syrian Opposition 
Non-lethal assistance would include medical and communications equipment 
(WASHINGTON POST 26 MAR 12) ... Alice Fordham 

BEIRUT — The U.S. and Turkish governments on 
Sunday discussed sending non-lethal aid to the Syrian 
opposition, a move that could represent an incremental change 
in U.S. policy but comes as Syrian authorities seem to be 
regaining control of the country. 

After a meeting on the sidelines of a summit in South 
Korea, President Obama and Prime Minister Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan of Turkey told reporters that they agreed on the 
importance of preventing more bloodshed in Syria, where for 
more than a year the government of President Bashar al-Assad 
has battled an uprising. The two leaders considered channeling 
medical and communications equipment to the opposition, 
according to a U.S. spokesman. 

Turkey is preparing to host an April 1 Friends of Syria 
meeting that would include opposition groups, along with 
senior officials from nations supportive of them. 

“We cannot remain a spectator,” said Erdogan, pointing 
out that 17,000 refugees had already poured into Turkey, 
which borders Syria. 

The discussion represented a subtle shift in tone for the 
U.S. government, said Andrew Tabler of the Washington 
Institute for Near East Policy. Previously, although Obama has 
declared Assad an illegitimate ruler for his brutal crushing of 
the uprising, any discussion of helping the opposition has 
involved engagement with the largely expatriate political 
opposition groups. 

A plan to send equipment to the ragtag rebels on the 
ground could signal a new willingness to recognize their 
legitimacy. However, the discussions come as the momentum 
in the Syrian struggle seems to be swinging back toward 
Assad’s forces, said Shadi Hamid of the Brookings 
Institution’s office in Doha, Qatar. 

“Three weeks or a month ago, when the opposition 
seemed to have some momentum, this might have made 
sense,” he said. “But now the regime has had a series of 

tactical victories. This seems like tinkering around the 
margins.” 

On Sunday, activists reported heavy shelling in the central 
city of Homs and, near Damascus, clashes between security 
forces and the armed opposition group known as the Free 
Syrian Army. Sixty people died, said the Local Coordination 
Committees activist group. The reports could not be 
independently verified, because Syria limits journalists’ 
access. 

Human Rights Watch alleged Sunday that Syrian security 
forces have recently made civilians march in front of soldiers 
and pro-Assad militias as “human shields.” 

Refugees from the northern province of Idlib, where 
activists say the army has been crushing the opposition using 
heavy artillery, told the New York-based watchdog group that 
they had been used as shields to protect the army from attack. 

Diplomatic efforts to bring an end to the bloodshed 
continued Sunday, with a visit to Moscow by the U.N. and 
Arab League’s special envoy to Syria, Kofi Annan, who met 
with Russian President Dmitry Medvedev. 

Russian leaders have condemned the West for calling for 
Assad’s departure, and they have urged the opposition to 
negotiate with the Syrian leader. 

Medvedev told Annan: “This may be the last chance for 
Syria to avoid a long-lasting and bloody civil war. Therefore, 
we will offer you our full support at any level,” the Reuters 
news agency reported. 

But most opposition figures remain implacable in their 
refusal to talk to Assad. 

“He has to step down, pull his troops and militias from the 
occupied cities, towns and villages, release political prisoners, 
allow peaceful demonstrations,” said Ausama Monajed, 
spokesman for the prominent Syrian National Council 
opposition group. “Then we can negotiate with his deputy. 
There’s no meaning for negotiations without that.” 
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19. EU Expands Range Of Its Anti-Piracy Strikes 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 24 MAR 12) ... Slobodan Lekic 

BRUSSELS — The EU will expand its seagoing anti-
piracy mission to include for the first time the Somali coast 
itself and waterways inside the country, the bloc said Friday. 

The expansion of the operation appears to herald a 
significant shift in strategy from a mission that has 
concentrated until now on stopping pirates at sea. 

Although European Union foreign ministers meeting 
Friday in Brussels did not specify what they meant by "coastal 
territory and internal waters," bloc officials have said the new 
tactics could include using warships or their helicopters to 
target pirate boats moored along the shoreline, as well as land 
vehicles used by the pirates. 

The foreign ministers also said the operation, which 
started in 2008, will be extended until at least the end of 2014. 
A statement said Somalia's transitional government has 
accepted the EU's offer for greater collaboration in the 
operation. 

"Today's decision will enable Operation Atalanta Forces 
to work directly with the transitional federal government and 
other Somali entities to support their fight against piracy in the 
coastal areas," the statement said. 

The EU didn't provide details about the areas that will 
now be open to its anti-piracy mission for the first time, but 
the long coastline of war-ravaged Somalia provides a perfect 
haven for pirate gangs preying on shipping off the East 
African coast. 

Pirate attacks on international merchant shipping in the 
Indian Ocean and Red Sea have been in steady decline in the 
past 12 months. During the first quarter of 2011, pirates 

captured 19 ships, while in the rest of the year they only took 
6 ships. Officials say this trend has continued this year. 

The EU keeps 5-10 warships off the Horn of Africa in an 
operation known as Atalanta. NATO has a similar anti-piracy 
flotilla known as Ocean Shield, and other countries have 
dispatched naval vessels to patrol the region. 

A NATO official said Friday the alliance also was 
revising its rules of engagement "with a view to reinforcing 
them." But "actions on land are not part of this reinforcement," 
the official said on condition of anonymity because of NATO 
rules. 

The EU naval force is responsible for the protection of 
World Food Program ships carrying humanitarian aid for 
Somalia, and the logistic support vessels of the African Union 
troops conducting operations there. It also monitors fishing 
activity off the coast of Somalia, a country that has been 
without a functioning government since 1991, when dictator 
Mohamed Siad Barre was overthrown. 

The Atalanta force has just been joined by French 
amphibious assault ship Dixmude. The 21,000-ton ship, the 
largest to serve with the EU mission, is capable of acting as a 
mobile operating base for 16 helicopters, adding to the speed 
of response and reach of the naval force. 

"The extension of the mandate until the end of 2014 
confirms the EU's commitment to fighting piracy off the Horn 
of Africa," said Rear Adm. Duncan Potts, who commands the 
EU operation. "Piracy has caused so much misery to the 
Somali people and to the crews of ships transiting the area and 
it is right that we continue to move forward in our efforts." 
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20. Fighters, Missiles For Countering Stealth 
(AVIATION WEEK 23 MAR 12) ... Carlo Kopp and Bill Sweetman 

Russia’s technological strategy for post-2010 airpower, 
mapped out in considerable detail during the late 1990s, is 
reflected in emerging prototype and early production systems 
for both aircraft and air-defense weapons. 

Unlike many nations that have followed ad hoc strategies 
for defining future weapon systems—often influenced by 
industrial base and existing force structure concerns—Russian 
defense planning has been systematic and disciplined in its 
approach, intended to symmetrically challenge U.S. strengths 
and asymmetrically challenge U.S. weaknesses. The strategic 
intent is to enhance Russia’s political freedom of action in a 
U.S.-dominated post-Cold War world, while using arms 
export revenues to relieve the pressure on limited defense 
resources. 

Russian choices have been guided by a consistent 
Western tactical air defense plan that has been centered on the 
F-35 Joint Strike Fighter. Delays in the JSF program have now 
given Russia more than 20 years to prepare for its initial 
operational capability date. 

For aircraft, Russian defense planners have chosen quality 
over numbers, with the future force being based on three 30-
ton-plus fighter-strike aircraft from Sukhoi, two of them direct 
developments of the Su-27 “Flanker” family. The smaller 
MiG-29/35 has been developed and offered for export only. 

The most mature of the three is the Su-34 strike 
fighter/medium bomber. The first batch of six production-
standard Su-34s, out of an initial order of 32 aircraft, has been 
delivered to a tactics development unit at Lipetsk, and 10 more 
are due to arrive this year; an order for another 92 aircraft was 
announced on March 1, to be delivered by 2020. Under 
development since the late 1980s, the Su-34 replaces the Su-
24 “Fencer” in land and maritime strike, 
suppression/destruction of enemy air defenses and other 
missions, while having the speed and agility to defend itself. 

The third production-standard example of the Su-35S air 
superiority fighter started its flight tests on Jan. 17. At that 
point, according to Sukhoi, two Su-35 prototypes (one was 
lost in a runway overrun early on) had performed 400 flight 
tests, and formal state acceptance trials started in August 2011, 
along with the first production aircraft. 

The Su-35S is a substantially refined development of the 
original “Flanker.” Thrust vectoring is effective in yaw, pitch 
and roll, and fully integrated with the aerodynamic flight 
controls. This has permitted the elimination of the canard 
surfaces on the Su-30MKI and similar versions, which 
restricted maximum Mach to 1.8, along with a separate 
airbrake, saving weight and adding fuel capacity. As well as 
providing the fighter with exceptional maneuverability, the 
integrated flight and propulsion control is considered a safety 
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benefit, making the fighter departure-resistant even in 
asymmetrical conditions. 

The 117S engines increase available thrust by up to 16%, 
but new materials and refined structure keep weight close to 
that of the original aircraft. Radar cross-section (RCS) has 
been reduced, using 1990s technology developed by ITAE, 
and the new avionics suite includes a wide-field-of-regard 
radar, which combines a passive, electronically scanned array 
with a mechanical gimbal. 

Taken together, the new features of the Su-35S point to an 
effort to reduce the effective range of any hostile anti-aircraft 
missile: lower RCS and better jamming to complicate 
tracking, better agility to stress the missile’s kinematic 
performance, combined with a radar that can maintain 
situational awareness or guide a counter-attack through an 
evasive maneuver. It was the vulnerability of the U.S. Air 
Force’s Advanced Medium-Range Air-to-Air Missile to such 
countermeasures that originally inspired development of the 
MBDA Meteor. 

Photos and videos of flight testing have underlined the 
radical nature of the third Sukhoi type, the T-50, the third 
prototype of which—with provision for radar and other 
sensors—flew in late November, just after the program 
notched its 100th test flight. Building on the foundation of the 
earlier designs, with the broad inner “centroplane,” vectored 
thrust and widely separated engines, the T-50 adds new 
control surfaces on the leading edge of the centroplane. These 
surfaces can operate differentially over a wide range of 
motion. The widely separated nozzles have their vectoring 
axis aimed outward and upward, about 30 deg. from the 
vertical, so that they can produce pitch, roll and yaw moments. 
The small vertical stabilizers are all-moving. 

One question that has no official answer is whether the 
current T-50 represents the definitive configuration. Today’s 
round nozzles and the curvature of the aft nacelles are not at 
first glance stealth-optimized, and the engine is not fully 
masked head-on by the inlet duct. 

The Su-35S and T-50 programs are related insofar as 
some Su-35S features, such as the big-screen cockpit displays 
and integrated flight/propulsion control, will provide 
experience for the T-50 developers. The Saturn 117S engine 
used on the Su-35S is a precursor to the 117 used on the T-50. 

The asymmetric dimension to future Russian air warfare 
programs entails the development of counter very-low-
observable (CVLO) radar technologies and long-range, high-
speed surface-to-air missile (SAM) designs, complemented by 
a new generation of short-range point defense weapons 
intended to destroy incoming guided weapons, especially anti-
radiation missiles, cruise missiles and guided bombs. All 
systems are built for high mobility, typically with 5-min. 
“shoot and scoot” times to permit “scooting” inside of the 
targeting and engagement cycles of most guided munitions. 

The focus in Russian CVLO radar has been in the 1-meter 
VHF band. Stealth shaping in fighters is largely ineffective in 
VHF because components such as stabilizers and wingtips 
have dimensions close to the radar wavelength. Radar-
absorbent treatments developed for S-band and above are 
ineffective in VHF due to both electrical behavior and 
thickness. 

The flagship product is the NNIIRT/Almaz-Antey 
55Zh6M Nebo M 3-D radar system, of which 100 were 
recently ordered to re-equip Russian air defense forces. The 

Nebo M is uniquely a “multi-band” design, comprising three 
radars and a central data fusion and command post module, all 
carried on separate high-mobility 8 x 8 24-ton vehicles. 

The RLM-M VHF-band, RLM-D L-band and RLM-S 
C/X-band radars all feed tracking data to the command van’s 
data fusion system—which resembles the U.S. Navy’s 
Cooperative Engagement Capability system—using high-
speed narrow-beam digital data links in the microwave band. 
All radars appear to be solid-state active, electronically 
scanned array (AESA) designs. The intent of the Nebo M 
design is for the RLM-M to detect stealth targets, and cue the 
RLM-D and -S components to produce exact tracking data, 
bypassing the initial acquisition problems otherwise seen in 
mid/upper-band radars with VLO targets. Range performance 
has not been disclosed but the RLM-M is expected to better 
the earlier Nebo- SVU by at least 40%. 

The earlier NNIIRT 1L119E Nebo-SVU VHF AESA 
does not appear to have been built in large numbers, and used 
a less mobile semi-trailer configuration. The Nebo-SVU was 
credited with space-time adaptive processing technology 
similar to that or the Northrop Grumman E-2D Hawkeye, and 
in 2002 NNIIRT’s Igor Krylov said “We can see the stealth 
[F-117A] as clearly as any other plane.” 

The push into CVLO radar is paralleled by investment in 
highly mobile long-range SAM designs with high speed and 
short flight times. The intent is twofold—to deny airspace to 
standoff and penetrating intelligence, surveillance and 
reconnaissance and electronic attack platforms, while 
permitting SAMs to close with stealth targets before they can 
retreat from tracking range. 

Russia’s future integrated air defense system will be 
constructed around the S-400 Triumf (SA-21 “Growler”) 
strategic SAM, and the S-500 Triumfator M or SA-X-NN 
SAM and missile defense system. The S-400 is now deployed 
with air defense regiments at Dubrovka, Elektrostal and 
Vladivostok. 

The S-400 is a direct evolution of the S-300PMU2 (SA‑
20B “Gargoyle”), retaining the space feed X-band engagement 
radar, tubular launch containers and basic missile airframe. 
The digital multimode 92N6E Grave Stone uses Sparc digital 
processing, and directional microwave data links to missile 
transporter erector launchers (TELs) and acquisition radars, 
such as the heavily revised 91N6E battle management radar 
that is based on the 5N64/64N6E/E2 Big Bird series. New 
semi-trailer 5P85TE2 and 8 X 8 self-propelled 5P90S/SE 
TELs), based on the BAZ-6909, replace earlier designs. 

The baseline 48N6E3/DM missile is an enhanced 
“Gargoyle” with a cited range of 250 km (155 mi.). It is soon 
to be supplemented by the yet-to-be-seen new 40N6 missile 
credited with a range of 400 km. Belarus will be the first 
export client. 

In a parallel development, army air defense units are 
receiving the S-300V4 upgrade to the legacy “Sprint-like” S-
300V (SA-12 “Giant”/”Gladiator”) SAM/ABM, involving 
tracked TEL upgrades and the new 9M82M and 9M83M 
missiles developed for the Antey-2500 or SA-X-23, credited 
with 200-250 km and 120-130 km ranges, respectively. Russia 
has yet to disclose whether the 9S32 Grill Pan radars are to be 
replaced by the larger 9S32M Grill Screen in the S-300V4 
program. 

The upper tier of the future Russian SAM network is the 
S-500, currently in advanced development. Disclosures have 
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been limited, but material released in mid-2010 suggests a 
missile derived from the 9M82M is likely, with a range of 
500-600 km and ABM capability. The radar suite is to 
comprise the Big Bird-derived 91N6A(M) acquisition and 

battle management radar, the revised 96L6-TsP acquisition 
radar, and the new 76T6 multimode engagement and 77T6 
ABM engagement radars. 
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21. India's Navy Boost Spending 74% 
Plans To Buy 46 Ships,Pay for Carrier 
(DEFENSE NEWS 26 MAR 12) ... Vivek Raghuvanshi 

NEW DELHI — The Indian Navy plans to boost 
spending by a whopping 74 percent in the next financial year 
to buy ships and submarines and to continue paying for its 
aircraft carrier. 

The Indian Navy has been allocated $4.77 billion, up 
from $2.74 billion last year. The increase comes amid an 
almost 18 percent hike in overall defense spending. 

Finance Minister Pranab Mukherjee announced the 
budget proposals March 16, saying allocations will hit 1.9 
trillion rupees ($38.68 billion), 1.64 trillion rupees more than 
last year. The Navy is increasing its spending amid escalating 
costs for new ships and for the former Russian aircraft carrier 
Admiral Gorshkov. Last year, after nearly two years of 
haggling, the Navy agreed to pay more than $1.6 billion more 
than the carrier's contract price of about $1 billion, an Indian 
Navy official said. 

Meanwhile, a jump in input costs, especially steel from 
Russia, has escalated costs for the Navy's homegrown warship 
building program, which in some cases has seen a fourfold 
increase among its programs. The French Scorpene submarine 
program has also seen costs go up by about $1 billion. 

The Navy is building 46 warships, including destroyers, 
stealth destroyers and frigates. 

State-owned Mazagon Dock Ltd. (MDL) is building three 
destroyers worth $3.5 billion under Project 15-A, and another 
four destroyers at a cost of about $3 billion. 

MDL and state-owned Garden Reach Shipbuilders and 
Engineers (GRSE) have been awarded the contract to build 
seven stealth frigates under Project 17-A at MDL worth $10 
billion. This is a follow-on to Project 17 frigates, also built at 
MDL. 

GRSE is also building four corvettes for about $2.2 
billion. 

However, India's Ministry of Defence was unable to 
spend $611 million on weapons and equipment in the "capital" 
category because of delays in finalizing the helicopter and 
ultralight howitzer deal for the Indian Army. The money has 
been transferred to the next financial year. 

Neighborhood Trend 
India is increasing its defense spending while its 

neighbors do the same. Earlier this month, China upped 
spending by 11.2 percent to $106.4 billion, and last June, 
Pakistan set aside $5.75 billion for 2011-12, a raise of 12 
percent. 

"India will have to further increase its defense spending to 
prepare itself to fight both Pakistan and China alongside," said 
Nitin Mehta, a defense analyst here. 

The big-ticket defense items in the coming year include 
$11 billion to purchase new fighter jets, along with the 
purchase of a variety of helicopters worth more than $2.5 
billion. In addition, India is spending $500 million on 
ultralight howitzers and home-grown missiles. 

The Army will spend $3.77 billion compared with $3.8 
billion last year. The Air Force will spend $6 billion, up from 
$5.94 billion. 

The Navy plans to spend $10 billion to purchase seven 
follow-ons to its Shivalik class frigates. 

The Navy is also expected to float an international tender 
for the purchase of six conventional submarines with air-
independent propulsion technology, costing more than $11 
billion. 

For defense research, the allocation is roughly $928 
million compared with $926 million last year. However, some 
of the projects marked as special do not get reflected in this 
budget, Mehta said. 

India imports nearly 70 percent of its weapons and 
equipment, and that figure is unlikely to come down in the 
next five years, when nearly $100 billion will be spent on new 
weapons and equipment, Mehta added. 

Delays in finalizing contracts because of bureaucratic 
problems continue to plague defense purchases, said Mahindra 
Singh, a retired Indian Army major general. Quicker 
finalization could save India money due to inflation and 
currency fluctuations, Singh said. 
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22. Aircraft Carrier Costs Will Be Half What You Think, U.S. Tells Ministers 
(LONDON TELEGRAPH 24 MAR 12) ... Thomas Harding, Defence Correspondent 

The U.S. Navy has intervened over the adaptation of a 
British aircraft carrier for a new generation of fighter jets, to 
assure ministers that the cost will be less than half the Ministry 
of Defence's estimate. 

Converting HMS Prince of Wales so that it can be used 
by the Joint Strike Fighter will require significantly less than 
the £2 billion quoted by officials, the assistant secretary of the 
U.S. Navy, Sean J. Stackley, insisted. 

In a letter seen by The Daily Telegraph, he told Peter 
Luff, the defence procurement minister, that the necessary 

equipment would cost £458 million before installation. 
Defence experts estimate the installation cost at £400 million. 

The letter was sent to Mr. Luff before the Prime Minister 
met Philip Hammond, the Defence Secretary, at an emergency 
meeting about the carrier on Monday. 

The carrier project has been overshadowed by cost and 
technical issues. In the Strategic Defence and Security Review 
of 2010, which scrapped Harrier jump jets, the Coalition opted 
for a conventional take-off and landing model of the new, 
American-built fighter instead of a jumpjet variant. 



 

25 
 

But ministers were on the point of changing their minds 
after MOD officials forecast that the cost of adapting a carrier 
to use the conventional planes would rise from £500million to 
£1.8 billion. 

Following the intervention by the U.S. Navy, David 
Cameron has ordered a Treasury-led re-examination of the 
project. 

The Major Project Review Group submit a report on April 
16 which will it is understood will be considered by the 
National Security Council the next day. 

The letter from Mr. Stackley outlined studies concerning 
a sophisticated but untested catapult system to help aircraft 
reach take-off speed. 

He reassured the British that the risks of the project, and 
of a new arrester wire system for deck landings, would be 
underwritten by the U.S., which is installing the system on one 
of its carriers. Mr. Stackley ended by saying: “The department 
of navy is committed to supporting the success of the UK CVF 
(conventional carrier).” 

The Americans sent the letter following tense meetings 
with British officials on the margins of Mr. Cameron’s trip to 
Washington last week. 

“They want to ensure that the information the British 
Government is working from is accurate because currently 
that quite clearly is not the case,” said a Whitehall source. 

Two British carriers are being built, but one will be 
mothballed following the SDSR. Reverting to jump jets for 
both of them would not help American military planners, who 
want to be able to base a squadron of their own jets on a 
British carrier. 

Separate accommodation is being built on board HMS 
Prince of Wales with communications facilities that would be 
for “U.S. Eyes Only.” 

There are also said to be technological concerns over the 
jump jet version of the fighter and the Americans might be 
positioning themselves to ditch it altogether. 

“This letter could be a warning shot saying if you Brits go 
back to jump jet carriers then there might be no planes to fly 
off it,” said a defence source. 

Richard Scott, of Jane’s Defence Weekly, said: “The 
trouble the Government has is in getting reliable cost data but 
at least the costs the Americans are giving are quite 
reassuring.” 

An MOD spokesman said: “Work is ongoing to finalise 
the 2012-13 budget and balance the equipment plan. This 
means reviewing all programmes, including elements of the 
carrier strike programme.” 
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23. Office Of Naval Intelligence Celebrates 130th Anniversary 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 23 MAR 12) ... Office of Naval Intelligence Public Affairs 

SUITLAND, Md. -- The men and women of the Office of 
Naval Intelligence (ONI) celebrated the 130th anniversary of 
the establishment of the command in a ceremony today at 
ONI's headquarters in Suitland, Md. 

Leaders and members of the command joined 
distinguished guests from the Navy and national Intelligence 
Community to mark the achievements of America's longest-
serving intelligence agency and honoring some of ONI's most 
accomplished military and civilian professionals. 

"Lt. Theodorus B.M. Mason planted the seed of this 
organization with three assisting officers in 1882," said Capt. 
Robert Rupp, ONI commander. "Lt. Mason's vision became 
America's premier naval and maritime intelligence agency, 
playing decisive roles in every major conflict our country has 
been involved in, and providing the knowledge that has 
secured our homeland, ensured victories overseas, saved 
countless lives, and enabled our Navy to maintain a 
technological and strategic advantage over our adversaries." 

ONI provides collections and analysis on foreign naval 
forces, capabilities, systems and tactics, as well as the civil 
maritime environment to ensure the U.S. Navy maintains the 
technological and operational advantage over potential 
adversaries on, above and below the sea and on land. ONI 
supports the design and development of the future fleet 
through intelligence support to acquisition. Critical 
communications and information assurance support to the fleet 
and shore-based commands are key components of ONI's 
broad mission set, as is deploying technicians and intelligence 
personnel forward to directly support war fighters worldwide. 

ONI was established March 23, 1882 by Navy General 
Order Number 292 as the U.S. Navy began modernizing to 
compete with established European and rising Asian naval 
powers. ONI focused on advanced foreign technology and the 
evolving art of naval warfare just as the Navy was 
transforming from wooden hull sailing ships to steel and 
steam. Just as the U.S. Navy was evolving, ONI created the 
blueprint for intelligence tradecraft. 

"ONI provided the foundation for the growth of the naval 
intelligence profession as we know it today," said retired Vice 
Adm. Lowell E. Jacoby, former director of Naval Intelligence 
and the Defense Intelligence Agency. "Our ability to adapt to 
rapidly changing geopolitical contexts has been a constant 
attribute over 130 years. Throughout that time, our basic 
mission hasn't changed but the way ONI is structured to meet 
those requirements has." 

Today ONI is an integral element of the Navy's 
Information Dominance Corps (IDC). ONI professionals work 
closely with Information Warfare, 
Oceanography/Meteorology, Information Professional and 
Space Cadre partners to achieve battlespace awareness and 
enable decision superiority for Navy commanders. 

"As our Armed Forces transition from fighting prolonged 
land campaigns in the Middle East and our strategic priorities 
are rebalanced toward the Asia Pacific region, the maritime 
domain becomes increasingly important, placing greater 
demands on the U.S. Navy and Naval Intelligence in the 
future," Jacoby said. 

To meet those demands, ONI created four Centers of 
Excellence to deliver penetrating knowledge of adversaries to 
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the fleet, Navy commanders and national decision makers. 
These centers provide intelligence on strategic, operational 
and tactical naval warfare and civil maritime operations; 
scientific and technical analysis of foreign naval capabilities; 
information technology to enable the rapid delivery of 
intelligence to ONI's customers, and analytical support to 

Naval Special Warfare and Navy Expeditionary Combat 
Command operators. 

"Even with all of the systems and implements we enjoy 
today, ONI is still first and foremost a people business," Rupp 
said. "Every success this organization achieves is owed to the 
talent, creativity and hard work of the individuals within it." 
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24. Getting Personal: Naval Air Forces Plans Character-Building Workshops 
(NAVY TIMES 02 APR 12) ... Gidget Fuentes 

SAN DIEGO — Starting this spring, the Navy's air wings, 
squadrons and aircraft carriers will take a moment to stop and 
delve into some real-life but awkward scenarios in a move the 
top commander hopes will tamp down personal misconduct 
and misbehavior. 

Naval Air Forces will roll out its new "Character and 
Integrity" program, developed by a contracted consultant and 
organized in the "train-the-trainer" format. Each training 
workshop will provide group discussions and include a video 
message from commander Vice Adm. Allen Myers. 

"The real intent is to improve decision-making skills and 
give our people interventional strategies so we do not 
adversely impact our readiness as war fighters because of 
character-related and integrity-related incidents," said Cmdr. 
Pauline Storum, a Naval Air Forces spokeswoman. Top 
leaders "heard…we don't have a tool to help our people make 
better decisions." 

With the new program, "they can look at a situation and 
they can analyze it," Storum said. 

The latest effort to curb misbehavior may be the biggest 
step naval aviation has taken since 1991, when excessive 
drinking, fraternity-type antics, and sexual harassment and 
misconduct came to light during the annual Tailhook 
Association symposium in Las Vegas, which was attended by 
many of the community's senior officers. 

That scandal prompted several investigations and led to 
the discipline, resignations or retirements of scores of officers, 
including two admirals. The Navy, as a result, stepped up 
training to stop harassment, and inappropriate behavior and 
instill "core values" across the fleet. 

Retired Rear Adm. Hamlin Tallent, who helped develop 
the new program for contractor Sentek Global of San Diego, 
believes that naval aviation has had problems it long has tried 
to ignore. 

"When it comes to personal misbehavior…there are no 
facts (released), you don't know what led up to it," said 
Tallent, a veteran fighter pilot and Sentek's vice president for 
C4ISR Systems in San Diego. 

"The Navy, particularly naval aviation, is very good at 
confronting itself. We are very good at confronting ourselves 
when it comes to operations. But we are not very good when it 
comes to personal behavior." 

'We Are Hurting Ourselves' 
When jets crash or other mishaps take place, naval 

aviation is quick and thorough in delving into the minutiae to 
investigate what happened, take steps to prevent a 
reoccurrence and share lessons broadly with the fleet. But 

personal misconduct and bad behavior? Often it stays off the 
radar even as unit morale and readiness take a dive but the 
underlying problems aren't addressed head-on. 

Tallent said the workshops will encourage frank 
conversations and get people talking about the "elephants in 
the room," sensitive issues or taboos like fraternization, 
drinking, and even sexual tension as well as misuse of funds, 
fraud, hazing and cheating on exams. 

"Once you open the door on character and integrity, I 
think you open yourself to a fairly wide conversation," he said. 
"Almost all of these cases of misbehavior, people hear about 
it," but "people are reluctant to get into people's personal 
space." 

"If you are going to confront someone, you are taking a 
risk, particularly if you don't have authority," he added, "so 
people are kind of reluctant. So we just sit there and watch 
people walk off the cliff, when we could stop it." 

The program's success may hinge on getting a more open 
fleet. The workshop is designed to be interactive, and Tallent 
expects officers and sailors to get honest and open during 
these sessions. "It really has to solicit the pull of the 
audience," he said. 

"We are hurting ourselves with misbehavior," he added. 
"If you lose someone, they are not going to be replaced 
anytime soon, and the command is all tied up having to 
administer to that whole mess." 

Misconduct threatens the fleet as much as combat itself. 
Tallent said, noting that while no Navy commanding officer 
has been killed in combat, "we lost 22 of them to the social 
environment last year" after they were fired from command. 

And it is not just commanding officers, he said, saying as 
many chief petty officers were removed because of 
misbehavior last year as in combat since the submarine 
Thresher sank in 1963. 

Sentek trained the first group of reservists in March. They 
will travel to various locations to train air wing and groups for 
their local train-the-trainer program, officials said. 

Wing staffs and senior leaders aboard the carriers, 
including the commanding officers, executive officers and 
command master chiefs, will get the training, as will 
department heads and division leading chief petty officers, 
Storum said. They, in turn, will conduct group workshops with 
their personnel. The workshops may vary by unit, as initial 
implementation "will be up to the commands," she said. 

Unclear is whether the program will become part of the 
Navy's annual training. "They are still working through that," 
Storum said, adding, "we want it to be sustained." 
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25. Change Of Command On USS Nimitz March 29 
(MARYSVILLE (WA) GLOBE 24 MAR 12) ... USS Nimitz Public Affairs 

EVERETT — Capt. Jeffrey S. Ruth will take command of 
USS Nimitz (CVN 68) from Capt. Paul O. Monger during a 
ceremony on March 29 at 1 p.m. aboard the aircraft carrier 
while in port at Naval Station Everett. 

Rear Adm. Peter A. Gumataotao — Commander, Carrier 
Strike Group 11— will be the guest speaker. 

Monger assumed command of the Nimitz in August of 
2009 and led the ship through an eight-month deployment, 
during which the ship launched more than 2,600 combat 
missions in direct support of Operations Iraqi and Enduring 
Freedom. Under Monger's leadership, the Nimitz steamed 
more than 77,000 nautical miles, safely completed more than 
12,000 aircraft sorties and successfully completed a rigorous 
Board of Inspection and Survey (INSURV) material 
inspection. Under Monger's watch, the Nimitz also completed 
a 15-month, $239 million, 700,000 man-days Docking 
Planned Incremental Availability — a most successful 
maintenance availability package completed at the Puget 
Sound Naval Shipyard. The ship also conducted two changes 
of home port within a 12-month period, relocating more than 

3,000 Nimitz Sailors and families from San Diego, Calif., to 
Bremerton, Wash., then to Everett. 

During Monger's tenure, the Nimitz earned the Adm. 
Vern Clark Unit Safety Award in 2010, its sixth consecutive 
Golden Anchor Award, the Capt. Ney Food Service Award for 
2010, the 2010 AIMD Black "E," its seventh and eighth 
consecutive medical Blue "M," and a second consecutive 
Green Safety "S." 

Prior to arriving to the Nimitz, Ruth commanded the U.S. 
Sixth Fleet's flagship, USS Mount Whitney (LCC 20). He 
entered the nuclear power training pipeline in July of 2006 and 
served as executive officer of USS Abraham Lincoln (CVN 
72) from March of 2008 to December of 2009. Ruth was born 
in Key West, Fla., grew up in San Diego, and graduated with 
distinction from the U.S. Naval Academy in 1986 with a 
Bachelor of Science degree in aeronautical engineering. He 
reported to flight school at Naval Air Station Pensacola later 
that year, and was designated a Naval Flight Officer in 
January of 1988. 
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26. Navy Lawyer Wins Distinguished Award For Energy Security Thesis 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 23 MAR 12) ... Judge Advocate General Corps Public Affairs 

WASHINGTON -- A judge advocate was awarded the 
Jamie Grodsky Award for Environmental Law Scholarship 
from The George Washington University Law School March 
22 for his original paper on reforming the nation's renewable 
fuel policy. 

Lt. Cmdr. Jonathan Dowling wrote a thesis entitled 
"Improving Energy Security with the Great Green Fleet, The 
Case for Transitioning from Ethanol to Drop-In Renewable 
Fuels." Dowling is currently assigned to the Environmental 
Law Division in the Office of the Judge Advocate General. He 
attended George Washington Law School last year for a 
master's in environmental and energy law where he graduated 
with highest honors. 

"The paper argues Congress should follow the Navy's 
lead by phasing out legislative preferences for ethanol and by 
encouraging the accelerated development of drop-in 
renewable fuels that match the performance characteristics of 
petroleum-based fuel," said Dowling. 

The Navy has spearheaded multiple environmental 
initiatives that are critical to improving energy security and 

environmental stewardship by reducing reliance on fossil 
fuels. 

"I am honored by the award, thankful for the guidance 
from my professors, and hopeful that the market-based ideas 
in my thesis will make a difference once it is published," said 
Dowling. 

The award commemorates the life of The George 
Washington University Law School Professor Jamie A. 
Grodsky, who passed away in May 2010. It recognizes an 
original paper by a George Washington Law student in the 
environmental field as judged by a panel. 

"Professor Jamie Grodsky dedicated her career to 
advancing environmental law scholarship so it most 
appropriate that her family and her colleagues at George 
Washington Law keep her memory alive through a scholarship 
competition," said Associate Dean for Environmental Law 
Studies Lee Paddock. 

"Lt. Cmdr. Dowling's thoroughly researched paper on the 
issue of 'drop-in' fuels continues the tradition of outstanding 
environmental law scholarship begun last year with the first 
Jamie Grodsky Award." 
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27. 80% Of Wounded Veterans Cite Mental Health Woes 
(NAVY TIMES 24 MAR 12) ... By Patricia Kime 

In a survey conducted this year of wounded Iraq and 
Afghanistan veterans, nearly 80 percent reported having 
symptoms of a combat-related mental health condition, and 
roughly half said they had a traumatic brain injury. 

Among the 2,300 Wounded Warrior Project members 
who responded to the survey, 62 percent said they currently 
have depression — nearly eight times the rate in the general 
population and more than four times the figure cited in a 2008 

Rand Corp. report on military head injuries and mental health 
conditions. 

About a third said their conditions have made it difficult 
to get or hold a job. The conditions also hamper relationships 
and recovery, respondents said. 

“WWP’s experience is that PTSD and other invisible 
wounds can affect a warrior’s readjustment in many ways — 
impairing health and well-being, compounding the challenges 
of obtaining employment, and limiting earning capacity,” 
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Wounded Warrior Project President Dawn Halfaker told a 
joint session of the House and Senate Veterans’ Affairs 
committees on Wednesday. 

Queried about their combat experiences, 83 percent said 
they had a friend who was seriously wounded or killed; 78 
percent witnessed an accident that resulted in a serious injury 
or death; 77 percent saw dead or seriously injured civilians, 
and 63 percent saw these types of traumatic incidents six or 
more times. 

“The most compelling issue before us — and our deepest 
concern — is [Veterans Affairs Department] mental health 
care,” Halfaker said. 

Wounded Warrior Project is a nonprofit founded in 2003 
by a group of veterans and friends to help injured personnel 
returning from Iraq and Afghanistan. The organization 

conducts an annual survey to identify veterans’ issues, gaps in 
benefits and medical care, and to better understand veterans’ 
needs in terms of rehabilitation and reintegration. 

Halfaker testified before the two-day joint session 
alongside representatives from 16 other veterans’ 
organizations, discussing funding for the Post-9/11 GI Bill, 
veterans unemployment programs, mental health care, 
disability claims backlogs, burial benefits and looming budget 
cuts. 

The Obama administration’s 2013 budget proposal 
includes $140.3 billion for VA, a 10.5 percent increase from 
fiscal 2012. 

The House and Senate Veterans’ Affairs committees are 
responsible for drafting VA’s budget legislation. 

Return to Index 
 

28. State, Families Pay Respects To Fallen 
(HONOLULU STAR-ADVERTISER 26 MAR 12) ... William Cole 

The Legislature never envisioned its annual Hawaii 
Medal of Honor recognition for fallen service members would 
continue for seven years. 

After that span of time, there will be a sameness to this 
year’s 2 p.m. Wednesday ceremony during a special joint 
session, but an absolute uniqueness for those receiving the 
koa-framed medal on behalf of loved ones who were killed in 
service to the nation over the past year. 

The strain of that recent loss is always there, to lesser or 
greater degrees, on the faces of family members appreciative 
of the state’s honor and trying to be brave themselves. 

Nani Vickers will be there for her husband, Navy Senior 
Chief Petty Officer Kraig Vickers, 36, an explosive ordnance 
disposal specialist from Maui. Attached to a SEAL unit, he 
was among 30 Americans killed on Aug. 6 when their 
Chinook helicopter was shot down in Afghanistan. 

Vickers’ mother, father and two brothers also will be 
there, event organizers said. 

The family of Schofield Barracks Army Spc. Levi 
Nuncio, 24, who was killed on June 22 in Afghanistan, is 
coming from Harrisonburg, Va., for the recognition. Nuncio’s 
mother, father, brother and a nephew will be there. 

ARMY 1ST LT. KATIE del Castillo will be there for her 
husband, 1st Lt. Dimitri del Castillo, 24, another Schofield 
soldier from the same unit as Nuncio, the 2nd Battalion, 35th 
Infantry, who was killed just days later on June 25 in a 
firefight in Afghanistan. 

Katie and Dimitri del Castillo were newlyweds who 
married before the deployment. 

“It’s a very big honor and it’s good to see that he 
(Dimitri) is not forgotten,” said Katie del Castillo, who was on 
the same deployment as her husband and now is back in 
Hawaii. 

“It’s nice to be honored by Hawaii because this was such 
a magical place for us,” she said. “We loved living here, and 
Dimitri wrote me a card actually on the day we deployed and 
said that his time in Hawaii had been the best time of his life.” 

This year, the Legislature will individually recognize 24 
fallen service members whose names will be read out, 
followed by the twin toll of a ship’s bell and presentation of 
the Medal of Honor to family members. All were killed in 
Afghanistan. 

Gov. Neil Abercrombie and Maj. Gen. Darryll Wong, 
state adjutant general, will greet the families. The ceremony in 
the House chambers is open to the public. 

LAST YEAR, 17 were recognized. The office of Rep. K. 
Mark Takai, who each year coordinates the labor-intensive 
effort to invite in families for the honor, said 308 service 
members with Hawaii ties have died or been killed in Iraq and 
Afghanistan since 2003. 

Takai, a Hawaii Army National Guard major who 
sponsored the original bill for the Hawaii Medal of Honor, 
said the recognition came about in 2005 when deployments 
from Hawaii started picking up and the 29th Brigade Combat 
Team of the Hawaii National Guard was sent to Iraq. 

The first joint session of the Legislature to honor the 
fallen was held the following year. 

“I think many of us were concerned with the fact that we 
were sending our loved ones into battle, and because of that, 
there was some understanding that some people weren’t going 
to come home. We wanted to do something,” Takai said. 

When the Legislature began the annual Hawaii Medal of 
Honor presentation, “we didn’t even consider an exit strategy, 
we didn’t consider this thing going on for this long,” he said. 

“Seven years later, we’re still doing it, and I tell people 
that the plan eventually is not to have this ceremony, and that 
would mean that we’re done — the war is done,” Takai said. 

Hotels provide discounted rates for the families, and 
historic sites such as the Bowfin submarine, Battleship 
Missouri and Pacific Aviation Museum offer free admission, 
Takai’s office said. 

It’s also a chance for families to meet and spend time with 
“battle buddies” who served alongside those who died. 

Alaska and New Hampshire also now similarly recognize 
fallen troops, Takai said. 
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29. Sailor Cleared By Jury In Crash Now Faces Court-Martial 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 24 MAR 12) ... Kate Wiltrout 

A Navy petty officer acquitted in civilian court on 
drunken driving offenses in a crash that killed two passengers 
may have to face another jury, this time in military court. 

At a preliminary hearing Wednesday at Norfolk Naval 
Station, military prosecutors asked the investigating officer to 
recommend a general court-martial for Richard Freeman on 
three counts of drunken or reckless operation of a vehicle and 
two counts of bringing discredit upon the armed forces. 

Freeman, a petty officer 2nd class, was at the wheel of a 
BMW heading north on Granby Street in the early hours of 
July 25, 2009, when it slammed into a tree near Bon Secours 
DePaul Medical Center. Two of his four passengers - 25-year-
old Cameron Richardson, a Sailor from Virginia Beach, and 
22-year-old Lauren Kok, a nurse visiting from New York - 
died in the crash. A third was paralyzed and suffered brain 
damage. 

Freeman walked away with cuts and bruises. He was tried 
in June in Norfolk on two counts of aggravated involuntary 
manslaughter. 

A prosecution witness testified that Freeman's blood 
alcohol content after the crash exceeded the state limit for 
drunken driving. 

Freeman's lawyer argued that the passengers, who 
accepted a ride from Freeman after they couldn't get a cab, 
were rowdy and distracting. Freeman testified that he blacked 
out at the wheel after being struck in the back of the head. 

After two days of deliberations, a jury found him not 
guilty of the charges. 

Now the Navy is considering court-martialing Freeman, a 
cryptological technician assigned to the cruiser Vella Gulf. 

That decision falls to Rear Adm. Tim Alexander, 
commander of the Navy's Mid-Atlantic Region, who could 
decide to handle the matter administratively or drop it 
altogether. 

Michael Fasanaro, a civilian lawyer representing Freeman 
in the Navy case, declined to comment Friday. 

Although it's unusual for the Navy to prosecute a Sailor 
already tried in the civilian system, it isn't unprecedented. Last 
year, after a civilian jury convicted Chief Petty Officer 
Rodney Williams of manslaughter and sentenced him to a year 
in prison, the Navy decided to court-martial him on the same 
charge. A Navy jury in Norfolk also found him guilty, 
sentencing him to five years in prison and a bad conduct 
discharge. 

The prosecutions aren't considered double jeopardy 
because they're not carried out by a single sovereign entity. 
Williams was found guilty and Freeman was acquitted in state 
court; military courts are part of the federal government. 

According to Mike Mink, a Mid-Atlantic Region 
spokesman, Freeman has been assigned to an administrative 
job at Naval Surface Force Atlantic. The military's Manual for 
Courts-Martial specifies a punishment of no more than 18 
months for each count of drunken or reckless driving. 
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30. Navy Sailor Held In Rape Of Girl, 10 
(GUAM PACIFIC DAILY NEWS 24 MAR 12) ... Brett Kelman 

A Navy Sailor who allegedly sexually assaulted a young 
girl for at least a year was charged with rape, molestation and 
child abuse. 

Bradford L. Lung, 30, allegedly admitted that he has 
touched the girl's private parts three to four times a week since 
August 2010, and forced her to perform oral sex on him 
numerous times, according to Superior Court of Guam 
documents. 

Lung is being held on $75,000 cash bail, said Carlina 
Charfauros, a spokeswoman for the Office of the Attorney 
General. 

The alleged victim is 10 years old and allegedly said Lung 
has been touching her sexually for years, court documents 
state. 

Lung, who is a member of the Navy, moved to Guam in 
2009, court documents state. The allegations against Lung 
were reported to police by Naval Criminal Investigative 
Services, which was investigating the Sailor, court documents 
state. 

Lung has been charged with first-degree criminal sexual 
conduct as a first-degree felony, second-degree criminal 
sexual conduct as a first-degree felony and child abuse as a 
third-degree felony. 
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FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
31. Navy Budget Pressures Forcing Tough Moves 
(NEWPORT NEWS DAILY PRESS 23 MAR 12) ... Hugh Lessig 

The Navy wants to slow down construction of two future 
aircraft carriers at the Newport News shipyard so it can spread 
out payments to six years. That in itself "is not the end of the 
world," said Rep. Randy Forbes. 

But it is part of a trend that disturbs the Chesapeake 
Republican, who chairs a House panel on military readiness. 

"I'm not looking at a snapshot," he said. "I'm looking at a 
trend." 

Carrier acquisition cycles have lengthened over the years. 
This latest request, included in the defense budget introduced 
last month, would delay delivery of the aircraft carrier John F. 
Kennedy to 2022. The next carrier in the Gerald R. Ford class, 
as yet unnamed, would be ready in 2027 instead of 2025. 

It is not the only trend that concerns Forbes and others as 
the U.S. military begins to pivot away from ground wars in the 
Middle East to focus on China and the Pacific. 
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The Navy is moving ships around the world to maintain 
its readiness. Four guided-missile destroyers are headed to 
Spain, three of them based in Norfolk with crews that total 
about 900 Sailors. Littoral combat ships are going to 
Singapore. 

"I think we're doing the right things with what we have, 
but the challenge is capacity," Vice Adm. William Burke said 
this week. "A ship can only be in one place." 

Burke was one of three Navy leaders who offered 
sobering testimony before Forbes' readiness panel this week. 
The hearing focused on a plan to early-retire seven cruisers 
and place two amphibious ships on reduced operating status, 
all over the next two years. 

Burke called it "a terribly difficult choice," but said it was 
the best option in the face of a shrinking budget. Essentially, 
the Navy must shed a few ships to keep the rest of the fleet 
battle-ready. 

"If we kept too many ships," he said, "we'd be under-
maintaining all of them." 

Rep. Rob Wittman, R-Westmoreland, says the Navy 
should consider upgrading those cruisers instead of 
abandoning them. 

"If you mothball them, you can never get them back," he 
said. 

Budget Pressures 
The carrier schedule and the early retirement of cruisers 

are two separate issues, but they fall in the same harsh 
category. Both represent how the Navy is juggling money and 
resources to deal with budget pressures. 

The Navy has no plans to reduce its fleet of 11 aircraft 
carriers, and both delayed carriers would remain within 
required cost caps of $8.1 billion in 2006 dollars, said Capt. 
Cate Mueller, a Navy spokeswoman. Also, the later deliveries 
fit better with the Navy's shipbuilding plan. Delivery of the 
new JFK in 2022 would better match replacement of the USS 
Nimitz. The same is true for the 2027-delivered carrier, which 
is destined to replace the USS Dwight D. Eisenhower. 

The effect of a longer construction period on the Newport 
News shipyard is unclear. 

"This is a long and complex process, and the budget isn't 
complete," said Christie Miller, a spokeswoman for 
Huntington Ingalls Industries Inc. "We've communicated to 
the Navy and Congress the most efficient way to build carriers 
is on five-year (cycles), which is the program of record. We 
hope the program of record stands. It would be too speculative 
to comment beyond that at this point." 

The same is true for employment. 

"The hiring we are doing now is being done under the 
program of record," she said. "If that program of record 
changes, it could impact our hiring, but again, it's all 
speculation at this point." 

Subcontractor Pain 
The impact would be more definite – and detrimental – on 

smaller contractors that don't have the flexibility or finances of 
the giant shipyard. 

Mickey Boyer is president of UHP Projects Inc. of 
Newport News. His company applies non-skid surfaces to 
aircraft carrier decks and uses powerful water-blasting 
equipment to prepare ship hulls for further work. 

For a carrier job, he has to make an up-front investment in 
the specialized water-blasters. That means borrowing money 
and having to pay it back – on schedule. Training workers on 
this dangerous equipment requires more time and money. 

If the job is delayed, Boyer has problems. He can't send 
the equipment back, and his highly trained workers end up in 
the general labor pool – or they find jobs elsewhere. 

"In the past, other local shipyards typically have enough 
work, so if we get hung out, we can push to those shipyards," 
he said. 

But right now, the smaller shipyards are lacking for work, 
too. 

"There is nowhere else for us to go," he said. 
Wittman said the effect on smaller business is something 

Congress should consider when evaluating the Navy's request. 
He's willing to listen to the rationale for spreading out its 
payments, but wants to "make sure we're building carriers at 
the optimal rate." 

Demands, Risk Increasing 
When it comes to retiring ships, Forbes said he doesn't see 

the logic in reducing the size of the fleet at a time when the 
military is looking to advance its presence in the Pacific and 
elsewhere. 

"I am concerned," he told Adm. Burke and other Navy 
leaders, "that we are robbing Peter to pay Paul." 

The cruisers selected for early retirement do not have 
ballistic missile defense systems and would require significant 
maintenance work to remain seaworthy. Rather than take away 
time and resources from other ships, "we decided those were 
the right ones to shed," Burke said. 

Wittman, who co-chairs the Congressional Shipbuilding 
Caucus, worries that the Navy is seeking short-term savings at 
the expense of long-term headaches. 

"There are a lot of things the Navy can look at," Wittman 
said. "We need to be asking some pretty pointed questions in 
that regard." 
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32. McCain Wants New Plan From Mabus To Contain Carrier Costs 
(NAVY TIMES 02 APR 12) ... Christopher P. Cavas 

Sen. John McCain wants the Navy to develop a plan by 
April 13 to control costs on the three Gerald R. Ford-class 
carriers. 

“Failure to effectively manage a program of this size and 
importance at a time of growing pressures on the defense 
budget raises serious questions about the viability of the 
aircraft carrier program and will cut into funding not only for 
other shipbuilding programs, but potentially for other defense 

priorities,” McCain, R-Ariz., wrote in a March 21 letter to 
Navy Secretary Ray Mabus. 

His request comes a week after Mabus told lawmakers the 
Navy will need to ask Congress next year for permission to 
pay the higher-than-planned-for bills for the first ship in the 
class, the Gerald R. Ford. 

Congress in 2008 capped the acquisition cost of Ford at 
$11.76 billion. The Government Accountability Office has 
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warned that -- if uncontrolled -- overruns on the project could 
reach as much as $1 billion by 2015. 

“Will the Navy be asking for legislative relief from the 
cost cap of $600 million?” McCain asked at a March 15 
Senate Armed Services Committee hearing on the Navy’s 
budget. 

“Not this year, but I’m certain we will be asking next 
year,” Mabus replied. 

The admission by Mabus comes despite repeated 
assertions by the Navy and shipbuilder Huntington-Ingalls 
Industries that they are working to restrain the price hike on 
the ship, which is being built to the first new carrier design 
since the 1960s. 

“This is the lead ship of the class,” Mabus told McCain. 
“You and I have discussed how much new technology was put 
on this previously, and how the risk went up, and how the 
downside of that risk came true.” 

Mabus pledged that the situation will not be repeated on 
the next Ford-class carrier, John F. Kennedy. “The one thing 
that we are absolutely committed to and the one thing that we 
will not go forward with on CVN 79 is that we will take the 
lessons learned here,” he told McCain. 

Speaking to reporters after his March 15 appearance, 
Mabus reiterated the challenges in keeping the ship within its 
budget. 

“This is a brand-new ship. It’s a new hull, it’s a new 
island, a new [aircraft] launch system, a new recovery system, 
a new electrical system, a new propulsion system,” he said. 
“When you try to smush all that together in one ship, you raise 
the risk. And the downside of risk is cost growth. 

“I think they attempted way too much on one major 
platform.” 
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33. Congress Fights Back Against Costly Delay To Virginia Submarine Program 
(AOL DEFENSE 23 MAR 12) ... David Axe 

The cost of building Virginia-class attack submarines 
could grow by up to $600 million if Congress signs off on the 
Navy's proposal to slip a Virginia from 2014 to 2018. Under 
heavy pressure to cut budgets, the Navy wants to reduce sub-
building expenses in the short term, even at the price of 
increasing the program's overall cost. But two powerful 
legislators, longtime sub-booster Sen. Joe Lieberman of 
Connecticut (formerly a Democrat but now an independent) 
and House Armed Services Chairman Buck McKeon (R.-
Calif.), are rallying opposition to the delay. 

The U.S. Navy, submarine builders, and their allies on 
Capitol Hill spent years trying to drive down the cost of the 
world-beating Virginias. The effort included design changes, 
industrial initiatives, and focused politicking. The goal: to 
ensure the Navy could afford to buy two Virginias a year for a 
bit over $4 billion (in 2005 dollars), starting in Fiscal Year 
2012. 

The "2 for 4 in '12" effort succeeded. Last year the Navy 
requested, and Congress approved, the acquisition of two 
submarines in 2012 for a combined cost of $4.7 billion. Navy 
plans at the time anticipated building two attack boats a year 
through 2022, with the exception of 2018, the only year in 
which just one Virginia would be purchased. The plan 
sustained a 48-strong attack submarine force over the long 
term, according to Navy projections. 

But just a few months later, the 2013-2017 Five-Year 
Defense Plan announced in February bumped one of the two 
Virginias planned for 2014 back to 2018. The overall number 
of submarines the Navy intends to purchase in coming decades 
would not change, only the timing. But even a shift in the 
schedule can make a big impact on costs, industry officials 
say. 

Nuclear-powered attack submarines are some of 
America's most powerful (and expensive) weapons. "Our 
submarines provide a unique and uniquely American capacity 
for endurance, mobility and stealth," a staffer in Lieberman's 
office told AOL Defense, speaking on condition of anonymity. 

Lieberman sits on the Senate Armed Services Committee 
and has long been a strong advocate for expanded submarine 
production. He and other submarine boosters want the 2014 
boat restored. "There is no good reason for this delay," 
Lieberman wrote in a February joint statement with two other 
Connecticut lawmakers. "We are concerned about the impact 
this change could have on the industrial base." (A Navy 
spokesman did not respond to request for comment.) 

"We had worked very hard to get the cost of the program 
down," said John Holmander, the program manager for the 
Virginia class at Connecticut-based Electric Boat, which 
handles all design work on the subs and shares construction 
work with Virginia's Newport News Shipbuilding. 
"Unfortunately," Holmander said, "moving one of those ships 
out of Fiscal Year '14 and moving it to '18 drives the total cost 
of the program up by at least $600 million." That works out to 
just under $70 million for each of the nine so-called "Block 
IV" attack subs planned for the period 2014 to 2018. 

"Moving a ship by that much really does have that effect," 
Holmander went on. "The way you go out and procure 
materials ... when you go to one per year when there been two 
causes an interruption in the process, and that has 
inefficiencies that go along with it." 

Responding to mounting pressure from pro-submarine 
lawmakers, Defense Secretary Leon Panetta said he was 
"prepared to look at" adding back the delayed sub, provided 
additional cash could be found elsewhere in the defense 
budget. 

But the Republican-controlled House isn't waiting for 
Panetta to scrounge for extra money. The legislative body is 
set to vote on a proposed budget that adds $25 billion to the 
White House's proposed $525 billion defense budget for 2013. 
The proposed House budget could restore the delayed 
Virginia. 

"What I've found is, it's not over 'til it's over," Holmander 
said. 
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34. DDG 1000 Successfully Completes Developmental Test 
(GULFPORT MISSISSIPPI PRESS 23 MAR 12) ... April M. Havens 

PASCAGOULA, Mississippi -- The future USS Zumwalt, 
parts of which are built on the Mississippi coast, completed a 
major developmental test Tuesday, demonstrating the 
integration of the engineering control system software and the 
ship’s integrated power system, the Naval Sea Systems 
Command announced Thursday. 

The test, which marks the successful completion of the 
second of two developmental tests, verified the software and 
hardware compatibility and interoperability between the ECS 
hardware and the IPS. 

"This is an extremely significant test milestone for the 
DDG 1000 program," said Capt. James Downey, DDG 1000 
program manager from Program Executive Office Ships. "This 
test demonstrates that the DDG 1000 program’s incremental 
development of technologies and robust testing plan are on 
track to deliver unprecedented capability to the fleet." 

Two of Ingalls Shipbuilding’s Gulf Coast yards have a 
hand in building the vessels. 

The company’s Gulfport yard builds composite 
deckhouses and hangars for them, while the Pascagoula yard 

builds steel units that support the composite deliveries and the 
aft peripheral vertical launch system ship sections. 

Bath Iron Works in Maine ultimately assembles the 
vessels. 

DDG 1000 is the first surface combatant to be built with 
an IPS, which will use electric power for propulsion and ship 
services. The IPS generates the total ship electric power 
requirements, then distributes and converts it for all ship loads, 
including propulsion, combat systems and ship services. 

This week’s test demonstrated IPS control at various 
levels of intelligence, NAVSEA said. 

Completion of this testing marks a significant milestone 
in a planned three-year integration and risk reduction test 
effort where the IPS has been demonstrated at full power - 
now integrated with major portions of its shipboard control 
system. 

USS Zumwalt is 67 percent complete and scheduled to 
deliver in 2014, with an initial operating capability in 2016. 
USS Michael Monsoor (DDG 1001) is about 26 percent 
complete, and DDG 1002 is scheduled to begin fabrication 
next month. 
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35. Lockheed Welcomes Norway Backing Of F-35 Fighter 
(REUTERS 23 MAR 12) ... Andrea Shalal-Esa 

WASHINGTON - Lockheed Martin Corp on Friday 
welcomed news that Norway planned to increase its order for 
F-35 Joint Strike Fighter jets by four planes, and was 
considering pulling forward the delivery of two initial training 
jets by one year to 2015. 

Lockheed said the move showed the Norwegian 
government's "trust and confidence" in the F-35 program, and 
pledged to work closely with the Norwegian government to 
accommodate and implement its revamped plans. 

Lockheed is developing three variants of the radar-
evading new fighter for the U.S. military and the eight partner 
countries that are helping fund its development: Britain, 
Norway, Canada, Denmark, Italy, Turkey, Australia and the 
Netherlands. 

The U.S. Defense Department in February announced 
plans to postponed orders for 179 F-35 jets to save $15.1 
billion over the next five years and allow more time for testing 
before production ramps up on the $382 billion program. 

The U.S. move, part of a Pentagon drive to cut spending 
by $487 billion over the next decade, and budget pressure 
overseas have prompted some countries to rethink their own 
orders. Italy, for instance, cut its order by 41 planes to 90. 

Norway's defense budget remains among the highest per 
capita in Europe, and on Friday, it released a white paper that 

called for a 7 percent increase in defense spending from 2013 
to 2016, part of "a temporary strengthening ... dedicated to the 
purchase of Norway's new fleet of F-35 combat aircraft." 

The paper said Norway aimed to buy 52 F-35 fighter jets, 
including four training planes, from 2015 through 2023 or 
2024, a plan that would see initial funding flow to Lockheed 
in 2013. 

The previous plan called for Norway to buy 48 planes 
from 2016 through 2020, according to a document prepared 
for the F-35 program office, with initial funding to begin in 
2014. 

Norway said stretching the orders over a longer period 
would give it greater flexibility and help spread out the cost 
more evenly. It said it was not revising its estimate for 
procurement cost of the planes, despite changes in orders by 
the United States and other countries that could drive the price 
higher. 

The Norwegian statement noted that the country's 
parliament would be involved in each yearly acquisition of 
aircraft, and said the final six orders for production planes 
would be confirmed at a later stage. 

The Pentagon's F-35 program office also welcomed the 
news from Norway and said it would continue to work closely 
with Norway's military on development of the F-35. 
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36. Weight Of UAV May Determine Who Controls It 
(NAVY TIMES 25 MAR 12) ... Joshua Stewart 

If you’re interested in working with unmanned aerial 
vehicles, you may get some career guidance from a bathroom 
scale. 

The Navy has set a weight-based threshold for who will 
operate unmanned aircraft, with UAVs weighing more than 55 
pounds being operated as adjuncts to manned systems, while 

operators of lighter aircraft will come from other corners of 
the service. 

Additionally, it’s expected that officers will fly the larger, 
more complex UAVs, while enlisted sailors will operate the 
smaller ones that fly at low altitudes and close to the aircraft’s 
control center, Joe Gradisher, spokesman for the deputy chief 
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of naval operations for information dominance, said in a 
statement. 

It means that practically every unmanned aircraft the 
Navy is developing or operating will be in the hands of sailors 
who have years of aviation experience. 

Furthermore, the most advanced aircraft will primarily be 
operated by pilots and naval flight officers. 

The weight limit leaves the 40-pound ScanEagle as the 
only UAV now in the fleet that will be manned by those 
outside of aviation. 

“This approach will leverage community knowledge and 
provide better synergies between manned and unmanned 
capabilities,” Gradisher said. 

The Navy has not yet decided whether enlisted people 
will join officers in flying UAVs, but Rear Adm. William 
Shannon, program executive officer for unmanned aviation 
and strike weapons, said he expects that “very, very, very 
capable enlisted sailors” will operate drones. 

“If we, someday in the future, have systems that have to 
be operated by specially trained operators, we have absolutely 
failed in our jobs,” he said at a conference in April. 

Drone-Crew Details Still In Flux 
Exactly who from manned aviation will be responsible for 

each unmanned system — and at what point in their careers 

they will switch to UAVs — has not yet been determined. 
Also, the 55-pound weight limit may change, Gradisher said. 

“Specific crew composition is still being studied for all 
unmanned air systems,” he said. 

Navy officials have said they anticipate aviators from 
manned communities leaving their primary aircraft after their 
first or second tours to receive training on an unmanned 
system before entering operations. 

But enlisted members also will fill “unmanned aircraft 
vehicle operator,” or AVO, billets, Gradisher said. The use of 
officers and enlisted sailors to fill certain AVO billets depends 
on mission requirements and complexity, the operating 
environment and constraints from the community, he said. 

Plans have generally called for enlisted members in the 
manned aviation community to work on unmanned systems 
similar to the manned aircraft in which they specialize. For 
example, the MQ-8B Fire Scout unmanned helicopter is 
expected to be operated and maintained by the MH-60 
community. The Broad Area Maritime Surveillance system 
operators will come from the P-3 Orion and P-8 Poseidon 
communities because BAMS also will perform maritime 
patrol, surveillance and intelligence missions. 
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BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
37. USS Constitution Departs For Phoenix Navy Week 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 23 MAR 12) ... USS Constitution Public Affairs 

CHARLESTOWN, Mass. -- Sailors assigned to USS 
Constitution will participate in Phoenix Navy Week in 
Phoenix, March 26-30. 

Sailors will kick off their participation by serving as the 
color guard detail for the Korean War Veteran's Memorial at 
Wesley Bolin Plaza where Rear Adm. Patrick Brady, 
commander, Space and Naval Warfare Command, is 
scheduled to speak. 

"Navy Weeks are a great opportunity to share 
Constitution and the Navy with cities that may not know much 
about who we are and what we do," said Cmdr. Matthew 
Bonner, Constitution's 72nd commanding officer. "This year is 
especially important with the bicentennial celebration of the 
War of 1812 and explaining the Navy's role in that conflict 
and our missions today." 

Sailors are also scheduled to teach early U.S. naval 
history and interact with more than 500 students at Centennial 
Middle School, Pueblo Middle School, Sonoran Middle 
School and the South Mountain Community Library. 

Additionally, they will visit East Valley, Ariz. and 
Scottsdale, Ariz. Boys and Girls Clubs to provide mentorship 
and share their professional experiences with youth there. 

"Our nation's freedom and spirit was built on the 
foundation of great Americans, like the Sailors who served on 

board USS Constitution," said Cryptologic Technician 
(Interpretive) 1st Class Scott Bartlett, Constitution's command 
historian. "I'm extremely excited to share these Sailor's stories 
to the youth of Phoenix." 

This is the first of eight Navy Weeks Constitution Sailors 
are scheduled to participate in throughout 2012, celebrating 
the bicentennial of the War of 1812. 

The primary purpose of Navy Week is to increase Navy 
awareness by presenting the Navy to Americans who live in 
cities that normally do not have a significant naval presence. 
Phoenix Navy Week will showcase the mission, capabilities 
and achievements of the U.S. Navy and provide residents the 
opportunity to meet Sailors firsthand. 

Constitution is the world's oldest commissioned warship 
afloat and welcomes more than 500,000 visitors per year. She 
defended the sea lanes against threat from 1797 to 1855, much 
like the mission of today's Navy. America's Navy: Keeping the 
sea free for more than 200 years. 

Constitution's mission today is to offer community 
outreach and education about the ship's history. For more 
information, visit www.history.navy.mil/ussconstitution or 
www.facebook.com/ussconstitutionofficial. 

For more information on bicentennial of the War of 1812, 
visit http://www.ourflagwasstillthere.org/. 
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38. Interview With Rear Admiral (sel.) Michael Jabaley Program Manager, Virginia-class submarines, 
U.S. Navy, 49, Annadale, Va. 

(JACKSON CLARION-LEDGER 25 MAR 12) ... David Hampton 
You have a long, distinguished military career. Tell us 

a little about your background. 
After graduating from Murrah High School in 1980, I 

attended Vanderbilt University and majored in math and 
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computer science. While there, I received a letter from the 
Navy saying I had the academic credentials to apply for the 
Nuclear Propulsion Officer Candidate program. I applied, was 
accepted and went to Officer Candidate School following my 
graduation from Vanderbilt in 1984. That began a 22-year 
operational career in submarines. I've served on four different 
submarines, including command of USS Louisville (SSN 
724), home ported in Pearl Harbor. I transitioned to the Navy's 
acquisition corps, which represents the business side of the 
Navy, after completing my command tour on Louisville. As 
part of the acquisition corps, I now serve as the program 
manager for Virginia-class submarines, managing a $92 
billion program to deliver the newest attack submarines to the 
U.S. Navy. 

You commanded the USS Louisville, which 
participated in the Iraq war. How is commanding a 
submarine different from other naval commands? What 
was it like? 

There are extended periods when a submarine operates 
independently and not in constant communication with the rest 
of the naval forces in the chain of command. A submarine 
commanding officer has to be able to make tactical decisions 
based on the guidance of the chain of command while having 
the autonomy and authority to do so within the boundaries of 
the guidance. This represents a tremendous amount of 
authority and responsibility that leads to great job satisfaction. 
The most exciting part of commanding Louisville was 
participating in Operation Iraqi Freedom, where we launched 
16 Tomahawk missiles from the Red Sea during the opening 
days of that engagement. This represented the culmination of 
years of training; to see the crew perform flawlessly was 
particularly rewarding. 

What do you remember most about Murrah and what 
impact did it have on you in your career? 

First, I played on the school's soccer team as a fullback, 
and a goalie for a year. Both years we won the city 
championship, and my junior year we went to the state finals. 
Being part of a team and achieving success over the course of 
the season, and watching us grow and develop as a team was a 
great experience. I've used that experience in team-building 
throughout my naval career, whether it's at a command or 
staff. Second, I had some great teachers. I was fortunate to 
learn mathematics from Ms. Pauline Tramel and science from 
Ms. Pauline Carter. Both of them inspired me to pursue a 
career that is heavily dependent on technology. Because of 
their influence, I majored in math and computer science in 
college and have continued working in a very technical field. I 
was lucky to have them as teachers and remember them to this 
day. 

You are scheduled to visit Jackson this week. What is 
the purpose of your visit? 

I'm here as part of a Navy outreach program with two 
purposes. First to ensure the citizens of Jackson and the state 
of Mississippi understand why we have a Navy and why we 
need a Navy. Second, to help begin the commemoration of the 
War of 1812. Many of the war's major battles were fought on 
the sea. It's where we made our mark as a Navy and set the 
course that continues to this day. The Navy's importance in 
protection of the global columns, freedom of access to the 
seas, is what enables our way of life. Many people don't 
realize that 70 percent of the world is covered by water, 80 

percent of the world's population lives near the water, and 90 
percent of the world's commerce travels by water. In order for 
that to continue, you need a 100 percent strong Navy on watch 
at all times, and that's what we provide. 

Tell us about the new Virginia-class sub and its 
mission? 

The Virginia-class represents the Navy's newest attack 
submarine. The mission of the submarine is to provide 
continuous presence wherever ordered to across the globe and 
serve as a premier weapon of anti-submarine warfare, anti-
surface warfare, tomahawk missile strike warfare and operate 
in contested waters. The stealth of the submarine makes it the 
original stealth weapon and we're also optimized to operate in 
littoral waters and to support special operations forces. 

Tell us about the USS Mississippi (SSN 782), which 
will be commissioned soon. 

The Mississippi is the ninth submarine of the Virginia 
class. Submarine construction began in 2007, and it will 
deliver in May of this year. This represents the fastest time 
we've been able to build one of these ships and a mark of the 
continued improvement of the shipbuilders General Dynamics' 
Electric Boat and Huntington Ingalls Industries' Newport 
News Shipbuilding. The ship will be commissioned June 2nd 
in Pascagoula. Afterwards, it'll rapidly become one of the 
most capable warships in our nation's inventory. 

What is the history of past USS Mississippis? 
Commissioning of this ship, USS Mississippi (SSN 782), 

will restore the proud name of the state to the naval inventory 
for the first time since 1997. There have been four previous 
Mississippis - a side-wheel steamer, two battleships and a 
nuclear-powered cruiser. 

Tell us about the mission of the Navy and how it fits in 
the president's new security strategy. 

Naval forces must be capable of winning wars, deterring 
aggression and maintaining freedom of the seas. The 
president's new national security strategy focuses on a future 
with a smaller, leaner force that is agile, flexible, ready and 
technologically advanced. The military will focus on a global 
presence in the Asia-Pacific and the Middle East while 
ensuring we maintain our commitments to Europe and 
preserves the Department of Defense's ability to conduct 
missions to protect core national interests, such as defeating 
al-Qaida, deterring aggression by adversaries, countering 
weapons of mass destruction, effectively operating in 
cyberspace and protecting the homeland. 

Who has most influenced you in your career? 
In addition to the two teachers from Murrah High School, 

my father, Dr. Michael Jabaley, who this year winds down an 
incredibly distinguished career of nearly 60 years. In the 
Navy, Admiral Henry G. Chiles, Jr. 

What would you tell some young person considering a 
career in the Navy? 

The Navy is on the forefront of technology development, 
using some of the most advanced technology in the world. 
You will go places, see and do things that you would have 
never dreamed of. You are part of the world's finest Navy, 
guarantor of free access to the seas, not only for our country 
but others around the world. 

Anything to add? 
It's great to be back in Jackson. 
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39. NBC Launches Job Help For Veterans 
A job fair will take place at the Intrepid museum next week 
(WNBC NEW YORK 23 MAR 12) 

NBC News is launching a nationwide effort to help get 
the nation's veterans back into the workforce. 

This Friday at 30 Rockefeller Center, NBC News will 
host a resume-building workshop and provide makeovers to 
veterans and their spouses to prepare them for the hiring fairs. 
To attend the workshop and get more information, vets can log 
on to TODAY.com/Veterans. 

The nationwide job effort culminates March 28 in a hiring 
fair, “Hiring Our Heroes Today,” broadcast live on “Today” 

from the USS Intrepid Sea, Air, and Space Museum. The fair 
is scheduled for 7 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

To sign up for the job fair, go here. 
More than 1,500 veterans and military families are 

expected to attend the job fair and broadcast. 
Special celebrity guests and political figures will also 

make appearances during the live show. 
View Clip 
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40. Navy's First Alternative Fueling Station Open In Hawaii 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 24 MAR 12) ... Thomas Obungen, Naval Facilities Engineering Command Hawaii 

PEARL HARBOR, Hawaii -- Naval Facilities 
Engineering Command (NAVFAC) Hawaii officially opened 
the first of three Ethanol 85 (E85) fueling stations planned for 
the Navy's fleet of flex-fuel vehicles March 22 at Joint Base 
Pearl Harbor-Hickam (JBPHH). 

"The addition of this E85 fueling station to our fueling 
options directly addresses the energy mandates set forth by the 
Secretary of the Navy and the President," said Capt. John 
Coronado, commanding officer, NAVFAC Hawaii. "We have 
over one thousand E85-capable vehicles at JBPHH that will be 
able to take full advantage of this station and the two others to 
be installed." 

Secretary of the Navy Ray Mabus has directed the Navy 
to reduce its consumption of petroleum by 50 percent before 
2015, while the President's Executive Order 13514 calls for a 
28 percent reduction in green house gases, such as carbon 
dioxide, by 2020. 

Flex-fuel vehicles commonly use E85, an alternative fuel 
of 85 percent plant-based ethanol blended with 15 percent 
gasoline that performs as efficient as unleaded gasoline would 
in regular vehicles. Ethanol is environmentally friendly, 
produces less carbon dioxide emissions, and helps reduce 
Hawaii's dependence on foreign oil. 

In September 2010, NAVFAC Engineering Service 
Center (ESC) awarded a $315,767 contract to the Honolulu 

office of Innovative Technical Solutions, Inc. (ITSI) to 
develop and construct a 10,000-gallon above ground fueling 
station adjacent to the existing government fueling station on 
Paul Hamilton Avenue, JBPHH. NAVFAC Hawaii assisted 
ESC in executing the project. 

The contractor broke ground in April 2011 and completed 
all mechanical and electrical work July 15, 2011. Next, Space 
and Naval War Systems Command (SPAWAR) installed the 
Defense Logistics Agency (DLA) Fuel Master system, owners 
of the E85 fuel. After further adjustments, repairs, and final 
checks, the station became operational in March 2012. This 
means, all government gas cardholders and their government-
owned flex-fueled vehicles are now expected to fill up with 
E85. 

"Our E85 station may not have the amenities of some 
commercial fueling stations; but it will provide alternative fuel 
for personnel at JBPHH," said Coronado. "All passenger 
carrying vehicles can pull in and fill up." 

The Navy's E85 fueling station is the second of its kind in 
Hawaii to come online after one on Marine Corps Base 
Hawaii, Kaneohe opened in November 2010. Both are for 
government-use only. The Navy is currently evaluating other 
potential sites across the island. 

Return to Index 
 

41. Military Housing Firm Cites Progress In Mold Abatement 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 24 MAR 12) ... Corinne Reilly 

Despite delays that Lincoln Military Housing blames on 
new state standards related to mold, the company has made 
marked progress in cleaning up hundreds of its houses across 
Hampton Roads, Lincoln officials said this week. 

But for several families who may sue over the issue, it's 
too little, too late, according to their lawyer. 

A private company based in Texas, Lincoln manages 
roughly 4,400 Navy rental homes in southeast Virginia, some 
of them on bases and others in neighborhoods nearby. In 
November, a TV station began airing reports that many of the 
company's properties were infested with mold. Families 
alleged that Lincoln repeatedly failed to fix leaks and water 
intrusions, allowing mold to grow. They told of collapsed 
ceilings and spongy walls filled with visible fungus, and some 
residents said they'd been made sick. 

Lincoln and the Navy initially denied widespread 
problems, but after local congressmen got involved, the 
company promised independent home inspections for all 
residents who asked for them, remediation for all units found 
to have moisture problems or mold, and a change in 
maintenance contractors. Lincoln also fired some workers and 
moved dozens of concerned families into hotels. 

In an interview Thursday, the company's president, Jarl 
Bliss, said that while Lincoln is making headway, one 
unexpected roadblock has slowed progress: state standards 
adopted last year for the licensing of mold inspectors and 
remediators. Bliss said that because Virginia's requirements 
reached further than many other states, the companies that 
Lincoln hired to conduct the tests have had a hard time 
recruiting enough certified inspectors. 
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"I wish we could go faster. I know there have been some 
frustrations," he said. "But given the circumstances, I'm 
pleased with where we are." 

In the months that have passed since the mold problems 
were exposed, Lincoln has identified roughly 800 homes in 
need of independent testing. Of those, about 550 have been 
inspected, and Lincoln has received results for about 300. 
Bliss said roughly one-fifth have come back calling for 
significant mold or moisture remediation. Some of the others 
have recommended minimal fixes. The work has included 
everything from the special cleaning of hard surfaces and 
installation of air filters to the replacement of carpet, walls and 
ceilings. 

About 30 Lincoln families are living in hotels, waiting for 
repairs to be finished. 

Bliss called the cleanup a "multimillion-dollar effort" and 
one that Lincoln is committed to getting right. 

For their part, Navy officials have taken a number of steps 
to ratchet up their oversight of Lincoln, and they have said 
they believe the company is now on track. 

So has U.S. Rep. Scott Rigell, the first federal legislator to 
meet with Lincoln tenants about the mold. "We have received 
fewer calls about this issue in recent weeks, and I take that as 
a positive sign," Rigell said in an email. 

Tenants Adam and Renee Quintela agreed that Lincoln 
finally seems to be getting it right. Although they said they 
wish repairs would have been made years ago at their house in 
Little Creek, they're satisfied that they're no longer living with 
mold or underlying moisture problems. 

The Quintelas' home was inspected in December. A report 
that came back in January called for parts of their daughter's 
bedroom wall and ceiling to be torn out and replaced, and for 
both of their bathrooms to be gutted. The work took about two 
weeks. 

"They did a great job," Renee Quintela said. "At this point 
we feel good about living here." 

Not everyone is as happy. 
David S. Bailey, a Richmond-based lawyer who in 

January filed the first of what he claims will be many lawsuits 
over the mold, said he is now representing more than a dozen 
families, and he anticipates he will file at least that many 
complaints. 

A lawyer for Lincoln, Connie Bertram, said the company 
has only been made aware of seven families working with 
Bailey. 

The lawsuit that has been filed, on behalf of former 
Lincoln tenant Shelley Federico, seeks punitive damages and 
alleges that Lincoln "adopted policies to hide and obscure 
mold contamination." Lincoln has filed a motion to dismiss it. 

Bailey said some of the forthcoming suits will allege that 
not all of Lincoln's mold remediation was done properly. 

Tenant Rachael Weil said she believes her house in 
Virginia Beach is unsafe, even after repairs. 

Weil said she asked for an inspection after her son's 
doctor recommended it because of the 15-month-old's chronic 
bronchitis. 

She said results took seven weeks and called for mold 
remediation. Weil moved her family into a hotel while the 
repairs and cleaning were under way, but when they came 
home a week later, some of the recommended work had not 
been done, she said. 

Weil has asked to be moved into a new Lincoln house. So 
far, she said, she's been told that isn't an option. "I can't speak 
for everybody," Weil said, "but I can tell you I'm still getting 
the runaround." 

Lincoln officials said they've made every effort to fix 
problems with Weil's home. They noted that state-certified 
contractors are doing all of the remediation on affected 
properties, and industrial hygienists have signed off on all 
those that have been completed. 
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42. Japan Asked To Shell Out Extra $1 Billion Over Marines' Transfer To Guam 
(KYODO NEWS 25 MAR 12) 

Washington is pushing Tokyo to pay an additional $1 
billion over the transfer of U.S. Marines from Okinawa to 
Guam, reneging on an earlier pledge to shoulder the costs 
itself, sources close to bilateral relations said Saturday. 

Specifically, Japan has been asked to cover the equivalent 
of ¥82 billion in extra costs to construct American military 
facilities on the U.S. territory, despite a bilateral agreement to 
share the financial burden, the sources said. 

The request was initially made during a recent review of 
the realignment of American forces in Japan, and comes as the 
U.S. Congress cranks up the pressure on President Barack 
Obama to cut federal expenditures. 

On Friday, U.S. officials repeated the request during 
negotiations with Japanese government representatives in San 
Francisco, but Tokyo has been reluctant to agree so far. 

Japan instead is arguing that its share of the costs should 
be reduced because the United States announced earlier this 
month that 3,300 fewer marines will be transferred to Guam, 
following the realignment review, the sources said. 

Under a deal reached by the two sides over the marines' 
relocation, Japan will fund the construction of living facilities 

for their families, including schools, as well as buildings to 
house the U.S. military's command center on the Pacific 
island. 

The United States, meanwhile, will cover the costs of 
building military-related facilities, such as those used for 
training purposes. 

Japan's financial contribution over the marines' 
redeployment to Guam is effectively capped at $2.8 billion 
(about ¥230 billion), but this amount would be exceeded if it 
accepts the United States' latest request. 

On the other hand, Washington's expenses, capped at $4.2 
billion (around ¥346 billion), probably would be reduced. 

In 2006, the two countries agreed to transfer 8,000 
marines stationed in Okinawa Prefecture, which hosts the 
majority of U.S. military facilities in Japan, to Guam. 
However, the realignment review proposed that this figure be 
slashed to just 4,700 marines. 

Gemba Vows Efforts For Return Of Land Used By 
U.S. Forces In Okinawa 

NAHA -- Foreign Minister Koichiro Gemba on Saturday 
promised Okinawa Gov. Hirokazu Nakaima that he would 
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make efforts for an early return to Japan of land used for five 
U.S. military facilities in the prefecture through ongoing 
bilateral negotiations to review the realignment of U.S. forces 
in Japan. 

Nakaima told reporters after the talks that public opinion 
in Okinawa against hosting the bulk of U.S. military facilities 
in Japan could change “if the central government moves to 
resolve the longstanding issue and produces results.” 

Gemba separately told a press conference after the 
meeting, “By producing results, we will try to narrow the 
difference in view between the prefectural and central 
governments” over the Japan-U.S. plan to relocate the U.S. 
Marine Corps' Futenma Air Station within the prefecture, a 
move that is fiercely opposed by local people. 

Referring to the return of U.S.-occupied premises in 
central and southern parts of Okinawa Island, Gemba said 
during the talks, “I would like to make efforts so that it will be 
realized as soon as possible.” 

But he also indicated that a certain period of time is 
needed for the return as “procedures such as that concerning 
the transfer of Marines from Okinawa will come beforehand.” 

Nakaima reiterated his request to move the Futenma 
station outside Okinawa, saying that the plan to construct an 

airbase in the Henoko coastal area of Nago so as to relocate 
Futenma's functions there from a crowded residential district 
in Ginowan is “extremely difficult.” 

Nakaima said he will submit his opinion as early as next 
week regarding land reclamation off Henoko, in response to 
the environmental impact assessment report submitted by the 
defense minister in December, which concluded that the 
construction of the airfield would not pose a particular 
problem to the environment. 

Gemba sought Nakaima's cooperation over the Futenma 
relocation, saying that the central government will “continue 
to explain carefully.” 

Nakaima also urged the disclosure of sufficient data to 
ensure safety regarding the planned deployment to Futenma of 
the MV-22 Osprey, a transport aircraft that can take off and 
land vertically. 

Following the talks, Gemba visited the Marines' Camp 
Zukeran, also called Camp Foster, one of the five U.S. 
military facilities concerned. 

The minister also exchanged views with Lt. Gen. Kenneth 
Glueck of the U.S. Marine Corps, who is in charge of U.S. 
military operations in Okinawa. It was Gemba's third visit to 
Okinawa since becoming foreign minister in September 2011. 
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43. Buildup Off; Yamaguchi Unfreezes Land Sale For U.S. Forces Housing 
(KYODO NEWS 24 MAR 12) 

The Yamaguchi Prefectural Government will lift a freeze 
on the sale of land to the central government for American 
military housing near the U.S. Iwakuni air base, Gov. Sekinari 
Nii said. 

Nii told Foreign Minister Koichiro Genba in a meeting 
Thursday that the prefecture has decided to sell the land 
because of the central government's recent guarantee that the 
base would not receive additional U.S. service members 
following Washington's ongoing review of its Asia-Pacific 
defense strategy. 

Nii said the prefecture and the city of Iwakuni will 
arrange the sale of the land by the end of this month. About 75 
hectares are expected to be sold to the central government for 
about ¥16.9 billion. 

Japan and the U.S. are currently in talks over how to 
transfer some of the marines stationed in Okinawa to Guam 
and elsewhere in the Asia-Pacific region. 

In the course of the ongoing review of a 2006 road map 
on the realignment of U.S. forces in Japan, Washington had 
sounded out Tokyo on a plan to transfer about 1,500 marines 
from Okinawa to the Iwakuni base. 

Japan and the United States agreed in 2006 that the 
Iwakuni base would accommodate 59 carrier-borne fighter jets 

from the U.S. Naval Air Facility Atsugi in Kanagawa 
Prefecture and 12 aerial tankers from U.S. Marine Corps Air 
Station Futenma by 2014. This would entail the arrival of 
about 4,000 service members and their dependents in Iwakuni. 

Despite the review of the 2006 plan, Iwakuni's 
accommodation of the fighter jets and the tankers remains 
unchanged. 

Genba Off To Okinawa 
Foreign Minister Koichiro Genba was slated to make a 

two-day visit to Okinawa starting Friday to discuss the 
reorganization of U.S. forces stationed in Japan with local 
officials. 

Genba told reporters that he will brief Okinawa Gov. 
Hirokazu Nakaima on "the negotiations still in progress" with 
the United States over the realignment. 

Genba also said his visit is intended to hear local opinions 
about moving some U.S. Marines on Okinawa Island to 
Guam. 

In addition to informal and formal meetings with 
Nakaima, Genba said he also will meet with Lt. Gen. Kenneth 
Glueck, who heads U.S. military forces in the prefecture, and 
visit U.S. Camp Foster. 
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44. Range May Use GovGuam Land 
(GUAM PACIFIC DAILY NEWS 26 MAR 12) ... Steve Limtiaco 

The proposed military firing range at Naval Magazine 
could require the use of adjacent public land in Talofofo, 
according to land records, which show that two large 
government of Guam-held parcels would be affected, along 
with private property. 

Two of the military's proposed layouts for the firing range 
complex would require the 8,645-acre Naval Magazine to 

bulge toward the southeast, encompassing land currently 
owned by private citizens and GovGuam. 

The construction of the firing range complex, either at 
Naval Magazine or in the Pågat area of Mangilao, could 
trigger the return of more than a thousand acres of federally-
held land elsewhere on island -- part of the Navy's pledge that 
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the military buildup will have a "net-negative" impact on land 
use. 

In addition to land needed for a firing range, the Marine 
Corps base in Dededo could require the use of 680 acres of 
civilian property that sits between two military-owned parcels. 
The wild card is the amount of land that will be needed for the 
firing range complex. The selection process is ongoing. 

"At the end of this buildup, there will be less acreage 
under U.S. government control than there is now," Navy 
Undersecretary Robert Work said in January 2011. 

About 32 percent of the island's 135,680 acres is under 
federal control, or about 43,417 acres. Most of that -- 36,000 
acres -- is held by the military. 

Land-return talks with the governor and local lawmakers 
were supposed to happen early last year, Work said. 

But those discussions never happened and local officials 
still don't know what land the federal government is 
considering handing over to the civilian community to reduce 
the overall federal footprint. 

Waiting On Scope 
Guam will know more when the final scope of the buildup 

becomes clear, according to local officials. The original 
proposal to transfer 8,000 U.S. Marines and their dependents 
from Guam to Okinawa has been scaled down, to 4,700 
Marines, some of whom would be here only on a rotational 
basis. 

Congress has frozen additional funding for buildup 
projects this fiscal year and is waiting for a detailed plan from 
the military, due within a few months. 

"The Navy's indicated to this administration that the 'net-
negative' promise still stands true," said Mark Calvo, the 
governor's buildup director. "We do not yet know what lands 
are to be returned and don't expect we'll know until the 
program is finalized with the new construction plans that will 
accommodate the decided troop mix and numbers." 

Sen. Judith Guthertz, chairwoman of the Guam 
Legislature's buildup committee, said several things have to 
happen before the military can talk about its land needs and 
related land returns. 

The final number of troops has to be determined, as well 
as funding commitments by the U.S. and Japan, she said. 

Congress also needs to support the final troop numbers and 
authorize land acquisition, Guthertz said. And environmental 
impact statements related to the buildup need to be finalized. 

"We really won't know what the final plans for new land 
acquisition will be until some or all of the above actions 
occur," Guthertz said. "At that time, DOD will have a clearer 
picture of what new lands it needs and what excess land it can 
return to the people of Guam." 

Estimates 
Land estimates for the firing range complex are as low as 

a few hundred acres to the west of Naval Magazine if the 
range is placed mostly on Naval Magazine, to 1,070 acres if it 
is built in Mangilao, mostly on public land. 

Military planners have ruled out placing the firing range 
on any other federally-held property on island. The areas are 
either too small or would be unsafe for surrounding areas. 

An estimate for the amount of property that could be 
required to the southeast of Naval Magazine hasn't been 
released, but it appears to be at least 1,000 acres, based on the 
area roughly identified in planning maps. 

GovGuam's Lot 414, for example, is 302 total acres, and 
the planning map for the firing range shows roughly a third of 
the property could be added to Naval Magazine under two of 
the layouts. 

According to one possible layout for Naval Magazine, the 
"known distance firing range" and the "modified record firing 
range" would sit almost entirely on land currently held by 
GovGuam. 

Another possible layout would place those ranges farther 
out, on what is now private property, but the range complex 
still would include portions of those GovGuam lots. 

Lot 414, which is in the village of Talofofo, east of the 
Fena Reservoir, has belonged to GovGuam since 1992, 
according to Land Management records. 

Lot 507, which sits mostly in Talofofo, with a small part 
in Umatac, is 1,361 total acres and has belonged to GovGuam 
since 1978. 

Those government lots, as well as neighboring private 
property, are "unencumbered," according to military planning 
reports for the firing range. 

View Map 
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NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
45. Budget Gridlock Imperils National Defense 
Arms systems cuts look likely 
(WASHINGTON TIMES 25 MAR 12) ... Rowan Scarborough 

Defense analysts and Capitol Hill insiders are anticipating 
that automatic federal budget cuts will occur Jan. 1 and force 
the armed forces to scrap plans for new weapons systems. 

Washington’s polarized political landscape shows no 
signs of a compromise on taxes and spending that would head 
off the 2011 Budget Control Act’s requirement for across-the-
board cuts to begin in nine months. 

For the Pentagon, this would mean another 10-year, $500 
billion spending cut in addition to the already budgeted $487 
billion reduction. In the first year of the automatic spending 
reductions, the military would need to slash an additional $50 
billion from its budget, likely ending a new long-range 

bomber and a new Army tactical vehicle, and shrinking the 
Navy’s fleet of 11 aircraft carriers. 

“I didn’t use to think this way,” said Daniel Goure, a 
longtime defense analyst at the pro-business Lexington 
Institute think tank. “But unless one side or the other sweeps 
the table in November, I think sequestration will happen.” 

Sequestration is the formal name for the automatic 
spending cuts. 

Mr. Goure has watched Republicans and Democrats dig 
in. 

“There is intransigence of both parties to the elements of 
any deal,” he said. “It’s all budget reductions on one side and 
mostly tax increases on the other. 
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“But also, it turns out tragically the United States 
Congress doesn’t care as much for national defense as was 
thought when the [budget act] was struck. The assumption was 
neither side would dare risk national security. Turns out they 
would.” 

Lame-Duck Hopes 
Said a House Republican staffer involved in defense 

issues: “The president is the big obstacle. The president said a 
deal is a deal. Sen. Harry Reid [Nevada Democrat and 
majority leader] said a deal is a deal. We have to be honest 
with ourselves and realistic. It is near impossible to head off 
sequestration before the end of the year.” 

The staffer said the first sign of prolonged deadlock was 
the so-called supercommittee, the bipartisan group of senators 
and representatives that failed to reach a budget deal and was 
disbanded in November. 

Rep. Paul Ryan, Wisconsin Republican and chairman of 
the House Budget Committee, presented a 2013 budget last 
week that would, he said, head off automatic cuts. 

But Senate Democrats dismissed the plan because it 
would cut domestic spending below figures mandated by the 
Budget Control Act. 

A lingering hope has been that, after November’s 
elections, a lame-duck Congress would have the political 
freedom to reach a compromise. 

Analysts say don’t count on it. 
“It is little more than a dream to suggest that Washington 

can reclaim bipartisanship and a spirit of compromise in that 
brief period of time,” writes Mackenzie Eaglen, a former 
Pentagon official who analyzes defense issues at the American 
Enterprise Institute. 

Winslow Wheeler, a former Senate staffer who advocates 
budget reform for the Center for Defense Information, said he 
sees “the lame-duck as a false hope for solving all the budget 
issues.” 

“If the new Congress can be maneuvered into behaving 
itself in January, it will have many tasks, including doing 
whatever to the Pentagon part of the sequester that the 
economy and budget demand at that time,” he said. 

“However, there is only one direction for the Pentagon 
budget in foreseeable economic and budgetary circumstances: 
It will go lower than the current and 2013 projected levels. 

“I would say sequestration is highly likely, given the 
dysfunction in Congress that will continue after the elections,” 
Mr. Wheeler said. 

A defense industry executive who maintains contact with 
congressional officials flatly predicted that “it’s going to 
happen.” 

‘Not Easy To Prevent’ 
“Whether you have Obama or Mitt Romney as president, 

I think both of them are going to find it convenient to let 
sequestration happen,” the executive said. “And I don’t think 
Congress between now and an election year is going to reverse 
it. Then you’re going to have a lame-duck president or lame-
duck Senate or both. It will be too polarized to act. So 
sequestration is going to happen.” 

Michael O’Hanlon, a defense budget analyst at the 
Brookings Institution, said, “There is too much optimism that 
it will somehow be averted, perhaps in a lame-duck session, 
because the reality of it is too ugly to contemplate.” 

He added: “I rate the prospects right at 50-50 and think 
that the fear of sequestration may have to get worse and more 
palpable before anybody will try to do anything. And even 
once they try, it’s not easy to prevent.” 

A spokesman for Rep. Duncan Hunter, California 
Republican and a House Armed Services Committee member 
who voted against the Budget Control Act because of its 
defense cuts, called averting the automatic spending 
reductions “a tall order.” 

“We still need to make the best case possible and make 
every effort to insulate the defense budget from additional cuts 
that are sure to damage the military,” said spokesman Joe 
Kasper. 

Defense Secretary Leon E. Panetta in February presented 
his first round of budget cuts demanded by the Budget Control 
Act. He achieved spending targets largely by eliminating 
92,000 Army and Marine Corps troops, retiring ships and 
aircraft, and delaying expensive new weapons systems such as 
the F-35 Joint Strike Fighter. 

His 2013 base budget, minus war-fighting costs of $525 
billion, is $5 billion less than 2012 spending and $45 billion 
less than what the Pentagon had planned to spend next year. 

Because the budget act allows the president to exempt 
personnel, analysts believe a round of sequestration-dictated 
budget slashing would hit future weapons systems, not troops 
- who would be needed to fulfill operational contingencies in 
the Persian Gulf and the South Pacific. 

Mr. Panetta has bemoaned the automatic defense 
spending cuts, saying they would produce a “hollowed out” 
military. 
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46. U.S. House Panel Urges Simplified Defense Acquisition Process 
(DEFENSE NEWS 23 MAR 12) ... Zachary Fryer-Biggs 

The Pentagon should focus on simplifying the acquisition 
process while increasing the number of companies that can 
compete for contracts, according to recommendations from a 
congressional panel report released March 20. 

The House Armed Services Committee’s Panel on 
Business Challenges in the Defense Industry unveiled its 44 
recommendations on how the government can improve the 
business environment after roughly six months of hearings, 
field forums and research. 

“Without some longer-term vision for the defense 
industrial base from the Pentagon, given the future restrictions 
on the budget, we could face a period where you start to see 

this defense industrial base begin to wither away,” Rep. Rick 
Larsen, D-Wash., the panel’s ranking minority member, said 
at a news conference March 21. “These businesses may not go 
away, they’ll just go do something else and lose their 
capability to work with the Pentagon because it’s just too 
much work.” 

The report takes into account ongoing efforts at the 
Defense Department to improve communications with 
businesses, Larsen said. 

“Some of those recommendations are a mix of things that 
we’d like to see that we don’t think they’re doing well enough, 
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and some of those are a reflection of support for the things the 
Pentagon’s doing,” he said. 

The seven-member panel outlined steps to reduce barriers 
to entry for small contractors, a process that faces significant 
hurdles, said Cord Sterling, vice president for legislative 
affairs at the Aerospace Industries Association. 

“They want greater diversification, they want to be able to 
go into these small companies, but the cost associated with 
doing business with the government with all of the regulatory 
burdens and, quite frankly, the risk that goes along with doing 
business with the federal government, makes it very difficult 
to do so,” he said. “You’ve got to truly reform the acquisition 
process, not add more acquisition rules and regulations on.” 

The Recommendations 
The 121-page report targets five areas for change: defense 

industrial base policy, small-business encouragement, 
acquisition reform, the “valley of death” facing new 
technologies, and contractor regulations and requirements. 
The panel recommended: 

• Developing a long-term industrial base strategy. 

• Implementing techniques that could improve 
communication between contractors and DoD. 

• Increasing DoD’s small-business contracting targets. 

• Requiring an independent assessment of contracting 
performance. 

• Increasing and improving the acquisition workforce. 

• Developing a DoD technology strategy to guide 
industry investment. 

• Updating acquisition laws and regulations. 

The report’s suggestions for increasing and improving the 
acquisition workforce, a common theme repeated by industry 
executives in recent years, recognize the lack of experience 

among acquisition officers, said Rep. Bill Shuster, R-Pa., the 
panel’s chairman. 

“I think that maybe program managers are more risk 
averse than they were 10 years ago,” Shuster said. “Part of that 
is that the folks over there, they’re losing people, so you’re 
getting new people, and new people coming on a job, as with 
any job, you’re a little bit timid in what you do.” 

The report itself cited performance issues. “In its work, 
the panel concluded that the defense acquisition workforce has 
struggled to manage and execute programs in the midst of 
challenges in acquiring and retaining a professionally certified 
and competent defense acquisition workforce,” it said. “The 
panel notes that just as it takes many years to develop a 
military leader capable of commanding at the senior ranks of 
the operational force, it takes a similar amount of time to 
develop an acquisition professional with the knowledge, skills, 
and experience needed to manage large defense acquisition 
efforts.” 

Sterling said the workforce problems can be traced back 
to staff reductions that have yet to be fully reversed. “There 
were years where they drew it down so much that they do 
need to rebuild that,” he said. “You’ve got a system where 
they need to strengthen their acquisition workforce.” 

Industrial base policy, another large component of the 
report, also needs to be addressed because of the issues with a 
dwindling contracting community, Shuster said. 

“The defense industrial base has been shrinking and 
shrinking to fewer and fewer companies,” he said. “The idea is 
to have a strategy out there so that you can have an array of 
companies that can compete for this stuff.” 

Even a general outline is better than playing a guessing 
game, Sterling said. “If you can at least have a general idea of 
where the department is going, that’s better than catch as catch 
can.” 
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47. Shaw Seeking USS Battle Creek 
(BATTLE CREEK (MI) ENQUIRER 25 MAR 12) ... Trace Christenson 

A Navy man wants to put Battle Creek’s name on water. 
Funeral director and retired Navy Lieutenant Commander 

T.R. Shaw from Battle Creek has asked the Secretary of the 
Navy to name a new warship the USS Battle Creek. 

“If they are looking for small or mid-sized cities then that 
fits perfectly,” Shaw said. “This is a great military town.” 

Shaw has proposed to Ray Mabus, Secretary of the Navy, 
that one of 10 new littoral combat ships being built carry the 
name of Battle Creek. 

After first proposing the name to the secretary last May, 
Shaw now is asking for political and private support for the 
idea. 

“At first I thought it was crazy but why not. It is 
important for the Midwest to be represented and we are a good 
military town,” he said. “I think we stand a good chance.” 

The ships, called littoral for close to shore, are designed to 
be smaller and faster than other combat ships. The 377 foot 
long ship weighs nearly 3,000 tons and includes a flight deck 
for helicopters. The ship can reach speeds of nearly 50 knots 
per hour. 

The Navy originally planned for 55 of the ships but now 
10 are being built, some in Marinette, Wis. and some in 

Mobile, Alabama. Two have been completed and are 
commissioned. 

Shaw, who is president of the Battle Creek-Kalamazoo 
Council of the Navy League of the United States and chairman 
of the Military Affairs Committee of the Battle Creek Area 
Chamber of Commerce said Battle Creek should be 
considered as a name because the Navy has decided that the 
ships should carry names of smaller cities although three of 
the planned ships will be named for Detroit, Milwaukee, Wis. 
and Fort Worth, Texas. 

The Navy also has named two of the ships Freedom and 
Independence and three more after the cites of Coronado, 
Calif., Jackson, Miss. And Montgomery, Ala. 

In his letter to the Navy Secretary, Shaw noted Battle 
Creek’s long historical ties with the military including 
establishment of Fort Custer in 1917 as the Midwest training 
center for the Army during World War I and World War II. 

He also listed Battle Creek as present or historical home 
to: 

 Several Navy Reserve units . 

 Two U.S. Marine Corps Engineering Battalions. 

 The Michigan Air National Guard 
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 Fort Custer Training Center 

 Hart-Doyle-Inouye Federal Center which was 
formerly Percy Jones Army Hospital during World 
War II. 

 Department of Veterans Affairs Medical Center. 

 Fort Custer National Cemetery. 

 Western Michigan University and Kellogg 
Community College, both named top military 
friendly colleges in the country. 

“Battle Creek is a huge military town with a long history 
of serving our nation for nearly 100 years,” he wrote to the 
Navy Secretary. “The military and the federal government is 
collectively Battle Creek’s largest employer. I feel Battle 
Creek would be a worthy name for a future warship and would 
be beneficial for the State of Michigan and for our nation. 
Many cities smaller and less well known than Battle Creek 
have been named for Navy ships over the years.” 

If Battle Creek is chosen it will be a first for the city but it 
won’t be the first time a Michigan name has been used. 

Shaw said the Navy has used the names, Detroit, Flint, 
Grand Rapids, Gerald R. Ford, Grayling, Isle Royale, John C. 
Calhoun, Kalamazoo, Lake Erie, Michigan, Saginaw, and 
Saugatuck on ships or submarines. The Coast Guard has used 
the names Escanaba, Mackinaw, Saginaw. 

Shaw admitted he doesn’t know how the naming process 
works other than the Secretary of the Navy announces the 
selection. He said he has contacted Gov. Rick Snyder and 
members of the U.S. Senate, House of Representatives and the 
Michigan Legislature and Battle Creek city officials about his 
idea. 

He said he also is looking for other ideas to support the 
effort. Anyone with suggestions can call Shaw at Shaw 
Funeral Home, at 979-3838. 

“I’m still trying to figure just how to lobby for it,” he said. 
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48. The Politician 
The New Defense Secretary Has A Daunting Agenda. To Achieve It, He'll Need To Win Over A Skeptical 
Institution. Good Thing He's Been Practicing For Four Decades. 
(NATIONAL JOURNAL 24 MAR 12) ... Yochi J. Dreazen 

"Have you seen my bin Laden corner?” It’s a late 
afternoon in March, and Leon Panetta is showing off 
mementos from the biggest triumph of his 40-year career in 
government. The Defense secretary points to a framed brick 
that Navy SEALs grabbed as a souvenir before they left the 
Qaida leader’s compound. Next to it hangs a giant wood 
gavel, presented by CIA lawyers, that reads “Usama bin 
Laden: Case Closed.” The last part of the shrine is a black-
and-white photo—presumably taken by the CIA operatives 
casing the house before the raid—of the bin Laden compound. 
“That’s kind of a historical artifact now that they’ve gone 
ahead and torn down the house,” Panetta says, laughing. 

We were veering off the agenda. Panetta had agreed to a 
quick photo shoot in his office, but his press team insisted that 
he only had five minutes between meetings. A trio of aides 
stood by the door, ready to usher me and the photographer out. 
But as we packed up our equipment, I spotted the brick and 
asked the secretary about it. With that opening, he simply 
couldn’t help himself. He led us around his office, telling the 
stories behind his photos. Our five-minute window had come 
and gone, but he felt compelled to schmooze. 

Unlike Robert Gates, Panetta’s taciturn predecessor, the 
new secretary is a natural extrovert. He spent nine terms in the 
House, and it shows: He has a booming laugh, a quick smile, a 
love of whiskey, and a habit of using profanity—Jeremy Bash, 
Panetta’s chief of staff, says that his boss “taught Rahm 
Emmanuel how to curse”—that suggests he has taken you into 
his confidence. He is compulsively gabby and has a 
politician’s casual need to be liked. 

Panetta’s instinct to inspire loyalty served him well in his 
first job running a giant federal fiefdom, the CIA. The agency 
was “not in a good place when Leon arrived,” a senior official 
working there at the time remembers. The Justice Department 
was investigating its brutal interrogation methods and its 
policy of rendition. “There was a little sense of besiegement 
here,” recalls the source, who still works at the agency. 

President-elect Obama had said that the CIA lost its way under 
the Bush administration, and top officials expected to lose 
their jobs. 

Instead, days after his appointment leaked, Panetta invited 
the agency’s top brass, none of whom had met him before, to 
the Obama administration’s transition headquarters on Capitol 
Hill. He told them he had no intention of firing them, putting 
them instantly at ease. “He immediately took that concern off 
the table,” CIA Deputy Director Mike Morrell says. Within 
weeks, Panetta was regularly eating dinner at Morrell’s house. 
(Morrell’s children call him Leon.) 

To solidify his relationships after he was confirmed in 
2009, he went to war on behalf of the agency. Then-Speaker 
Nancy Pelosi had accused the CIA of concealing information 
about its interrogation of a terrorism suspect; Panetta publicly 
fired back that she and other top lawmakers had been fully 
briefed—and he had the documents to show it. Behind the 
scenes, he lobbied Obama not to indict any CIA employees for 
their actions during the Bush years. And he doubled down on 
drone strikes, the agency’s signature antiterrorism tactic; they 
more than quadrupled across Afghanistan, Pakistan, Somalia, 
and Yemen. By the end of his tenure, he was regarded as a 
kind of folk hero. 

Panetta is now bringing his political skills to the 
Pentagon, where he’ll need them more than ever. The Defense 
Department is ending two wars, reshaping the armed forces 
for smaller conflicts, and cutting at least 10 percent ($487 
billion) from its budget. It’s hardly the kind of agenda that 
excites Defense workers. The Joint Chiefs especially (the 
heads of the Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines, and National 
Guard, plus their chairman and vice chairman) are the least 
likely to fight for a program that reduces their budgets and 
weakens their branches. So Panetta has embarked on an 
ambitious campaign to win—and hold—their allegiance. If he 
keeps the nation’s top generals on board, they can help him 
sell tough policies, such as an accelerated Afghan drawdown, 
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to a skeptical Congress. If he loses them, they can fan 
congressional opposition to his entire agenda by publicly 
criticizing his policies and privately lobbying lawmakers to 
reject them. 

He knows how badly he needs the chiefs. “I’ve seen in the 
past where divisions between what the secretary is saying and 
what the military leadership are saying and doing can really 
undermine the ability of the Pentagon to … speak with one 
voice,” Panetta says in an interview. The lessons of history, he 
believes, are clear. “One thing I’ve learned in over 40 years of 
being in Washington is that personal relationships count for a 
hell of a lot.” 

After the Cold War, the Defense Department needed 
visionary secretaries to find the military’s role in a changed 
world. During Gates’s tenure, it needed a war-focused boss 
willing to fire generals and implement new strategies that 
worked. But at times like these, with wars ending and budgets 
falling, what the Pentagon needs more than anything else are 
the charms of a politician. 

Why The Chiefs Matter 
From the outside, the Pentagon looks like a monolith 

whose senior officials march in lock-step behind a president or 
a Defense secretary. In reality, the building is full of 
competing satrapies, each run by a member of the Joint 
Chiefs. By a 1986 law, the chiefs are required to give 
Congress their best military advice—even when it undermines 
administration policy. That hands the generals enormous 
power to persuade Congress to change war plans, save specific 
weapons systems, or block White House initiatives. When 
they disagree with the secretary, they can make his life hell. 

Les Aspin, the Defense secretary appointed in 1993 by 
President Clinton to reap the post-Cold War “peace dividend,” 
faced a landscape similar to Panetta’s. Aspin first alienated 
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs Colin Powell and other top 
officials by crafting a plan to cut 375,000 troops—well 
beyond Powell’s recommendation of 150,000. The generals 
were even more outraged by Clinton’s effort to lift the 
military’s ban on openly gay service members, which Powell 
had warned the president not to do. In response, the chiefs 
privately lobbied lawmakers to kill the effort and voiced their 
public opposition during high-profile hearings. In the end, a 
Democratic Congress enacted “don’t ask, don’t tell” (though 
Clinton did eventually cut 320,000 troops by the end of his 
presidency). Aspin, however, could not be rehabilitated. He 
tendered his resignation before a year was up. 

Donald Rumsfeld’s tenure under George W. Bush offers 
another cautionary tale. He took the reins with a 
transformative plan to shrink the standing forces, cut outdated 
systems, expand special-operations forces, and invest in high-
tech (and unproven) warplanes and other armaments. But he 
saw no need to convince his uniformed counterparts of the 
merits. In the summer of 2001, disgruntled Pentagon officials 
leaked that Rumsfeld was preparing to cut two Army divisions 
(roughly 50,000 troops), a quarter of the Air Force’s fighter 
squadrons, and two of the Navy’s 12 carrier battle groups. The 
staff of Joint Chiefs Chairman Hugh Shelton responded with a 
report that the services should stay the same size or even 
grow. In an interview, a recently retired general who served at 
that time said that the chiefs were gearing up for a “full-scale 
war” to fight Rumsfeld’s cuts. By late August, the general 
said, they had already begun meeting with sympathetic 
lawmakers. 

The relationship became so toxic that on Sept. 10, 2001, 
Rumsfeld spoke of “an adversary that poses a threat, a serious 
threat, to the security of the United States of America.” He 
was referring to the intransigent officers inside the Pentagon, 
not the terrorists who would attack it the next day. Al-Qaida’s 
attacks, followed by two wars, led to an explosion in Pentagon 
spending, so the proposed cuts never materialized. Still, 
Rumsfeld’s relationship with the chiefs deteriorated even 
further before the start of the Iraq war, when he ousted Army 
Chief of Staff Eric Shinseki for telling Congress that the 
occupation would require more troops than the administration 
was willing to send. Several chiefs complained to reporters 
about this humiliation. In the end, Rumsfeld circumvented the 
chiefs by planning the war directly with Gen. Tommy Franks, 
who was in charge of Central Command. But his image as a 
polarizing figure—there were rumors he’d be the first Bush 
Cabinet member forced to quit—was locked in. 

For the Defense secretaries who keep the chiefs on board, 
the payoffs can be immense. When Clark Clifford took over 
for Robert McNamara in 1968, the military had been through 
several bruising battles over the Vietnam War. McNamara had 
marginalized the Joint Chiefs in the war-planning. (One 
grumbled to the Associated Press that the secretary had relied 
on the “civilians on his staff for advice” and asked the 
generals to weigh in only after each “scenario” had been 
decided.) Clifford took a more solicitous approach. He 
regularly invited the chiefs to meetings in his office and at his 
home, and they came to feel like stakeholders. So when he 
moved to cut the Pentagon budget by $1.2 billion (about 2 
percent)—by eliminating an Army infantry division, 50 Navy 
warships, and nine air squadrons—they agreed. 

Dick Cheney played an even more sophisticated game 
when he was George H.W. Bush’s Defense secretary, using 
both sticks (excommunication) and carrots (respect, 
inclusion). He publicly reprimanded Air Force Chief Larry 
Welch for having discussions with Congress that Cheney had 
not sanctioned, according to James Mann’s account in Rise of 
the Vulcans. And just before the first Persian Gulf War, he 
fired Welch’s successor, Michael Dugan, for telling reporters 
which Iraqi targets the military might bomb. The other chiefs 
understood that their opinions would be heard if they arrived 
through the proper channels, and they became more guarded. 
Some of them continued to disagree with decisions—such as 
the one not to overthrow Saddam Hussein or destroy his 
weapons—but they didn’t voice those concerns to Congress or 
the press. 

At the same time, Cheney cultivated Powell, the first 
chairman after the Goldwater-Nichols Act went into effect. 
The 1986 law empowers the chairman to speak on behalf of 
the entire military rather than having to seek consensus from 
the services. He also personally controls the joint staff, which 
had previously worked for all of the chiefs. Cheney kept a 
standing 5 p.m. with the chairman meeting every Wednesday 
and would end other meetings early to ensure that he saw 
Powell on time, according to Mann. In return, Powell was a 
vocal and eloquent public defender of the Bush 
administration’s war polices. “Cheney kept the chiefs in line 
by showing he was willing to discipline them if they crossed 
over the line,” said Charles Stevenson, the author of SECDEF: 
The Nearly Impossible Job of Secretary of Defense. “But he 
also knew how to cultivate them and keep them as allies.” 
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In his recent tour, Gates used the Cheney approach when 
he arrived in 2007. He declined to nominate Chairman Peter 
Pace, who had hurt his credibility in Congress by defending a 
failed Iraq strategy, to a customary second term—a move so 
unusual that it was seen as a firing. Then he axed Air Force 
Chief of Staff Michael Moseley (and his civilian counterpart, 
Air Force Secretary William Wynne) in 2008 after a B-52 
bomber crossed the country carrying six armed nukes. But he 
won the loyalty of the remaining chiefs by tirelessly helping 
them to sell a skeptical Congress on the troop surge in Iraq, 
which salvaged the war. Gates also maintained a close, and 
highly public, relationship with Chairman Mike Mullen. The 
two men lived next to door to each other in downtown 
Washington and frequently ended their days with vodkas or 
cigars on the porch of Gates’s house. 

Still, his toughest moments came when Gates didn’t have 
the chiefs on board—underscoring their importance. He opted 
to support the repeal of the “don’t ask, don’t tell” policy, but 
then-Army Chief George Casey, and then-Marine 
Commandant James Conway and the other Joint Chiefs, 
warned that it would hurt military cohesion. That gave 
Republicans in Congress the ammunition they needed to 
temporarily block the move. Gates also helped to craft 
President Obama’s Afghan surge, to send 33,000 troops and 
then begin withdrawing them 18 months later. Days after the 
plan’s announcement, Mullen told a House panel that the 
timeline was more “aggressive” than the military had wanted 
and would “incur more risk.” Gates ultimately persuaded 
Congress to eliminate don’t ask, don’t tell, and the 
administration implemented his version of the surge. But the 
repeal took much longer than the White House had hoped and 
forced it to spend more political capital than expected. 
Republican presidential candidates and lawmakers have used 
both issues to accuse the administration of disregarding 
military expertise and putting political considerations ahead of 
strategic ones. It wouldn’t have played out that way if Gates 
had been able to sell the chiefs on the administration’s 
priorities. 

The Charm Offensive 
Panetta had hoped that CIA director would be his last job 

in Washington. “My approach has always been to roll up my 
sleeves, do the best damn job I can in the position I’m in, and, 
very frankly, at the end of that job if I can go back to Carmel 
Valley and enjoy life there, that’s fine with me,” Panetta says. 
“Unfortunately, every time I do that, somebody comes up with 
another idea for another job.” 

First, Vice President Joe Biden, a fellow Catholic who 
knew Panetta well from their Hill days, lobbied him to take 
the Pentagon job in early April. Panetta said no. On Easter 
Monday, Obama called and offered it again. Panetta proffered 
other names the president should consider. Finally, White 
House Chief of Staff William Daley summoned Panetta and 
told him that he was Obama’s only choice. After all, the CIA 
had made him an expert on the most pressing defense 
problems (Afghanistan, Iran); earlier stints as House Budget 
Committee chairman and director of the Office of 
Management and Budget made him an expert in Pentagon 
cuts. Panetta called his wife and asked if she could live with 
his taking another assignment in Washington. When he hung 
up, he told his staff that his wife was a saint. He accepted. 

Still, he was not an obvious choice. In the 1980s, Panetta 
voted against the Reagan administration’s missile-defense 

program. In the 1990s, he opposed the first Gulf War. Now 
he’ll have to help repair the shattered U.S. relationship with 
Pakistan, press Israel not to bomb Iran (while preparing for a 
possible American strike), and sell $487 billion of defense 
cuts for an unpopular president to a skeptical Congress in an 
election year during which Republicans have painted 
Obama—and, by extension, Panetta—as soft on national 
security. The task will require all of his political skill and 
plenty of help from the chiefs. 

During a dinner at Washington’s University Club before 
Panetta was confirmed, Rumsfeld and fellow former Defense 
Secretaries William Cohen and William Perry drove home the 
point. They shared war stories but kept stressing how 
important it was to manage the chiefs. He got the same 
message from Gates, one of his closest friends. Marine Lt. 
Gen. John Kelly, Panetta’s top military aide, told him that the 
Joint Chiefs “oftentimes felt that they were operating in their 
own worlds and did not have the kind of access to the 
secretary’s office than they wanted,” Panetta recalls. 

He vows to change that. “There is no way that I could do 
this job without the advice, leadership, and friendship of my 
military leaders,” he says. He spent much of his first day on 
the job meeting with Mullen and the chiefs. As soon as Gen. 
Martin Dempsey took over for Mullen, Panetta invited him to 
dinner at Tosca, a tony, downtown Italian restaurant, where 
they spent the night boozing and swapping jokes. He holds 
two weekly meetings with the chiefs—one in his office, 
another in “the Tank,” a super-secure bunker located several 
stories under the Pentagon. And he met with the generals 
nearly every day during the frenzied final weeks before the 
department rolled out its pared-back budget request. Partly, 
that’s just in his DNA: “Leon Panetta was this gregarious 
politician who … draws energy from interactions with 
people,” says Bash, his chief of staff. But aides say it also 
reflects a concerted effort to ally with the chiefs. 

The charm offensive includes a more informal style than 
Gates had. Panetta’s meetings rarely start or end on time, and 
he and Dempsey routinely spend the first few minutes jokingly 
insulting each other’s Italian and Irish heritages. One military 
official who asked to speak anonymously said he was stunned 
by “the creative ways in which he combines ‘f-bombs’ and 
‘mf-bombs.’ ” Most afternoons, Panetta can be seen walking 
his beloved golden retriever, Bravo, whom he brings to work, 
on the grassy parade grounds outside the Pentagon. (Bravo is 
the “best secret agent I have,” he says. The pooch “doesn’t tell 
anybody about any of the secrets he’s heard.”) On the other 
hand, some Pentagon detractors who spoke on the condition of 
anonymity worry that Panetta is too undisciplined and jocular 
for a very serious job: Meetings run late, and, unlike Gates, 
who read through the thick briefing book he got each night, 
Panetta does not—although, according to those who have 
briefed him, he asks pointed questions all the same. 

So far, at least, his outreach appears to have paid off. 
When Obama made an unusual visit to the Pentagon to unveil 
his budget-cutting plans, the president was flanked by every 
member of the Joint Chiefs. Close observers of the Pentagon 
said they couldn’t remember any other situation where the 
generals gave such a unanimous—and highly public—
endorsement to a controversial policy that weakens them. 
“I’ve never seen anything like it,” said Rudy de Leon, who 
served as deputy secretary of Defense during the Clinton 
administration. “Keeping the chiefs on your side may be the 
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most important part of the job, because if you lose them, 
everything else becomes much, much harder. Panetta clearly 
has them on his side right now.” 

They have rewarded his solicitude with gratitude—and 
more. Gen. James F. Amos, the commandant of the Marine 
Corps, said via e-mail that he and the rest of the Joint Chiefs 
appreciated how often Panetta reached out to them during the 
budget process and incorporated their suggestions. Defense 
officials say that their insistence persuaded Panetta to boost 
cyberdefense spending, for instance, even as the topline 
number plunged. And the chiefs noticed when Panetta enraged 
Democratic members of Congress by saying that entitlements 
like Social Security should be cut before defense spending. 
(As a lawmaker, Panetta was devoted to social-welfare 
programs.) “In the past, I’ve seen such budget pressures bring 
out the worst in people,” Amos said. “Secretary Panetta is a 
great team builder.… My sense is that all the service chiefs are 
happy to have him at the helm.” 

When Panetta told reporters in early February that the 
United States planned to wind down its combat role in 
Afghanistan next year and give Afghanis primary security 
responsibility, it sounded like he was rushing the 
administration’s schedule. He earned a wave of negative 

coverage in the United States, Afghanistan, and Europe. With 
the criticism mounting, Army Chief Ray Odierno used a TV 
interview with Fox News to publicly defend Panetta; he said 
this had been the U.S. strategy “all along.” For good measure, 
Odierno praised the Defense secretary for being “very 
collaborative with the Joint Chiefs.” 

Mutual respect, however, is not irreversible, and the 
Pentagon will face some controversial decisions soon. Panetta 
and the generals will have to sort out the scale and timing of 
the Afghan drawdown (the administration wants to pull out as 
quickly as possible while the chiefs want the opposite). The 
budget wars, meanwhile, are far from over: Although the 
chiefs agree on the broad contours of the cuts, they could 
make trouble when they start to lose their favorite programs. 

Sources inside the Pentagon speculate that Panetta would 
step down early in a second Obama term. Such a short tenure 
could make him a placeholder, not a secretary who leaves a 
lasting stamp on the department. The flip side is that if Panetta 
steers the agency through some of the biggest challenges it has 
faced in decades—spending cuts, the Afghan drawdown, a 
possible conflict with Iran—without a leadership crisis, then 
that may be legacy enough. 
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49. Following Massacre, New Focus On Combat Stress 
Repeated deployments to Afghanistan and Iraq have taken heavy toll on U.S. armed forces 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 24 MAR 12) ... Gretel C. Kovach 

Army Staff Sgt. Robert Bales, the American soldier 
accused of slaughtering 17 Afghan civilians on March 11, has 
a complicated background. 

He has faced financial and legal problems, including a 
home in danger of foreclosure and a court judgment of more 
than a million dollars. 

But when he goes to trial on 17 counts of murder, his 
lawyers are likely to focus on his four combat tours in Iraq and 
Afghanistan and the trauma of seeing his friend’s leg ripped 
off in an explosion. 

That defense will cast renewed attention on a problem felt 
keenly in San Diego’s military community: combat stress 
caused by repeated deployments to the war zone. 

Military mental health professionals say that there is no 
evidence that psychological strain from Bales’ combat service 
prompted his actions. None of the other stresses he faced 
explain or condone them, either. 

“Numerous people have deployed four or five or seven 
times” without committing mass murder, said Navy Cmdr. 
Charles Benson, psychiatrist and surgeon for the 1st Marine 
Division based at Camp Pendleton. “Psychologically, that 
doesn’t add up at all.” 

But repeat combat tours, financial problems and career 
disappointments as the military downsizes are commonplace 
pressures squeezing many. 

“Military life in general has always been a stressful 
existence,” Benson said. Deploying to war zones, losing 
friends killed in combat, “There is a toll taken by doing this 
over and over again... It bleeds over to many different areas of 
people’s lives.” 

Stresses 
The prolonged strain on the armed forces has been 

increasingly evident in recent years. 

Since 2001, more than 2 million troops have deployed in 
support of the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan. A recent health 
report by the Army states that “such a high operational tempo 
over such a long period is unprecedented for the U.S. 
military.” 

During the Vietnam War, most troops served one tour. In 
World War II, while some deployed and stayed deployed for 
the duration, the average spent just 40 days in combat over 
four years, according to one estimate. 

The tempo in Iraq and Afghanistan over the last decade, 
however, “has remained persistently high, providing very few 
opportunities for individuals to rest, either physically or 
mentally,” the Army says. 

About 20 percent of active-duty soldiers have deployed 
three or more times to Iraq or Afghanistan, usually on 
yearlong tours. 

The Marine Corps has a much smaller and younger force, 
with about 75 percent leaving the service after one term. 
Among career Marines, half a dozen combat tours is not 
unheard of, but only about 5 percent of active-duty Marines 
have served three or more. 

U.S. special operations forces have been in particularly 
high demand. They spend an average of about six months at 
home for every seven months deployed. 

Most studies show a cumulative psychological effect to 
war zone deployments, with higher rates of post-traumatic 
stress disorder diagnosed after second and third tours, 
particularly when service members are repeatedly exposed to 
trauma such as intense combat or front-line medical care. 

The result has been an epidemic of PTSD affecting the 
military. Over 85 percent of troops experience some form of 
combat stress after deployment. Most readjust, but researchers 
expect roughly 20 percent of returning troops to eventually 
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develop full-blown PTSD, or upward of 400,000 Iraq and 
Afghanistan veterans. 

Among other measures of distress, the proportion of male 
service members evacuated from Iraq because of mental 
disorders climbed steadily from 2004 to 2010, when it topped 
20 percent. 

The suicide rate among soldiers nearly doubled between 
2004 to 2008 and the rate for Marines spiked in 2009 to the 
highest in the military, well above the adjusted civilian rate. 
The number of Marine suicides has since dropped 
significantly, but attempts remained at record highs. 

Hospital stays for acute alcohol diagnoses increased more 
than threefold between 2001 and 2010, the Armed Forces 
Health Surveillance Center reported. 

Army rates of homicide, aggravated assault and robbery 
have remained below national averages for the general 
population. But the rate of rape by soldiers is much higher and 
has climbed sharply since 2006. 

Substantiated incidents of domestic violence by soldiers 
increased 85 percent since 2001. Child abuse rose 44 percent, 
the Army reported. 

Screening 
Service members are often reluctant to inform their bosses 

of psychological strain, because of the stigma against mental 
illness and appearing weak, a fear of career repercussions and 
the desire to stay with their team. 

Bill Rider, a Vietnam War veteran from Oceanside and 
cofounder of American Combat Veterans of War, mentors 
troops struggling with combat stress through the 
organization’s anonymous Safe Warrior Outreach Program. 

He met a Navy SEAL recently who had deployed to war 
14 times. His body may have been home, but his mind was 
still in Afghanistan with his buddies. 

“He didn’t even know his wife was there,” Rider said, 
describing the shellshocked look on his face. “But he’s not 
going to tell people about it. If he gets a bad proficiency 
report, he’s not going to be able to go back.” 

After years of pushing hotline numbers and counseling 
services, the military is increasingly framing combat and 
operational stress as a leadership issue. Now the onus falls 
more to Marines and Sailors to spot signs of mental wear and 
tear on their peers. 

The Navy, which provides medical care for Sailors and 
Marines, opened the Center for Combat & Operational Stress 
Control in 2008 at San Diego Naval Medical Center in Balboa 
Park. 

There is usually a slow build before a service member 
lashes out in violence against himself or others, said Navy 

Capt. Scott Johnston, a clinical psychologist and director of 
the center. 

“There are usually signs that something is happening. 
That’s why we are trying to raise awareness,” he said. “People 
might have inappropriately written them off as something else, 
saying ‘Oh he was just having a bad day,’ or ‘we’re going 
through a stressful time.’ As opposed to actually doing 
something about it.” 

Last fall the Corps mandated that five percent of each 
battalion or squadron, or at least 20 Marines, receive an all-
day course in combat and operational stress control. Julian 
Garibay, a retired Marine chief warrant officer 5, helps train 
the stress control teams for the 1st Marine Expeditionary 
Force headquartered at Camp Pendleton. 

Early detection is key, he said, and the most effective 
method is for Marines to look for signs of overwhelming 
stress in each other: “They’re the ones who are hands on with 
their Marines, observing them, living with them, counseling 
and mentoring.” 

When someone is on the verge of a breakdown, “before 
we might have suspected it and might not have had the proper 
tools” to intervene, he said. 

Mass Murder 
One of the few examples of a service member accused of 

coldblooded mass murder in recent history involves Maj. 
Nidal Hasan, the Army psychiatrist charged with killing 13 
people at Fort Hood in 2009. In the run-up to his court-martial, 
it remains unclear whether insanity or terrorism helped spur 
the American-born Muslim’s rampage, which allegedly 
included cries in Arabic of “God is great!” as he opened fire 
on fellow soldiers. 

Bales, who has been charged with murder, is accused of 
going house to house between two villages, shooting his 
victims asleep in their beds. Nine of them were children. 

Whatever impulses may have surged through Bales’ brain 
that night, whether it was undiagnosed PTSD or a psychotic 
break or something else, will probably never be fully 
explained. 

If he is found guilty as charged, then something clearly 
snapped inside this man known to many of his neighbors and 
colleagues as an exemplary soldier with a strong marriage. 

After an intense battle in Zarqa, Iraq, Bales told the Fort 
Lewis Northwest Guardian in 2007 that what sets Americans 
apart is the care they take to protect civilians on the battlefield. 

“I’ve never been more proud to be a part of this unit than 
that day for the simple fact that we discriminated between the 
bad guys and the noncombatants,” he said. 
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50. Veterans Study Says Thousands Wrongfully Discharged For Personality Disorders 
(STARS AND STRIPES 26 MAR 12) ... Erik Slavin 

YOKOSUKA NAVAL BASE, Japan — The Defense 
Department violated regulations by discharging thousands of 
servicemembers under the pretense of personality disorders 
during the past decade, according to a study by Vietnam 
Veterans of America and the Veterans Services Clinic at Yale 
Law School. 

The study data — obtained through Freedom of 
information Act requests — reinforces previous smaller 
studies from the General Accountability Office and supports 

claims by others that the military diagnosed combat veterans 
with personality disorders to avoid paying retirement benefits 
to servicemembers suffering from post-traumatic stress 
disorder. 

While PTSD constitutes a medical disability, personality-
related diagnoses are considered pre-existing conditions by the 
Defense Department. 

The data showed that 31,000 servicemembers were 
discharged from 2001 to 2010 because of personality 
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disorders, a group of disorders in which a person’s behaviors 
and thoughts differ from their culture’s expectations, causing 
work and relationship problems. 

The Army alone discharged 734 soldiers for personality 
disorders in 2002, but that number steadily climbed to 1,078 
by 2007, according to the report, which was released last 
week. 

In 2007, a series of articles in The Nation and later from 
other media led to congressional hearings and tighter 
regulations. 

Subsequently, a 2010 GAO study of discharges from 
2008 and 2009 found that the Defense Department was still 
not fully complying with those regulations, although data 
obtained by Vietnam Veterans of America for 2010 did show 
a substantial increase in compliance. In 2010, the Army 
discharged only 17 soldiers for personality disorders and 
complied with a series of notifications and diagnosis 
requirements in each case, according to the report. 

The Navy discharged 165 Sailors in 2012, down from 
1,606 Sailors in 2002, though it failed to notify the discharged 
Sailors that their diagnosis did not qualify as a disability in 52 
percent of cases. Compliance generally improved in both the 
Air Force and Marine Corps as their personality disorder 
diagnoses plummeted, the report stated. 

The military has yet to address how, or if, it will deal with 
those who were wrongly discharged in the past 10 years, the 
report noted. 

“Although the number of PD discharges appears to be 
declining, the military has failed to take meaningful action to 
review and correct the wrongful (discharges),” it said. 

Eileen Lainez, a spokeswoman for the Department of 
Defense, told the New Haven Register last week that she could 
not comment on the report because she had not reviewed it, 

but said the department periodically assesses its policies on 
discharges. 

“We encourage all separating service members who 
believe their discharges were incorrectly characterized or 
processed to request adjudication through their respective 
military department’s Discharge Review Board and Board for 
Correction of Military Records,” Lainez wrote in an e-mail, 
according to the New Haven Register. 

For a servicemember to be discharged because of a 
personality disorder, a psychiatrist or a psychologist with a 
doctorate must conclude that “the disorder is so severe that the 
member’s ability to function effectively in the military 
environment is significantly impaired,” according to Defense 
Department regulation. 

In January, the Army announced it would review the 
actions of Madigan Army Medical Center officials that 
reversed diagnoses of more than 14 soldiers originally found 
to have PTSD. The medical center reversed more than 40 
percent of PTSD diagnoses for servicemembers under 
consideration for medical retirement since 2007, according to 
information released by Sen. Patty Murray, D-Wash., last 
week. 

Col. Dallas Homas, commander of the Madigan’s medical 
services at Joint Base Lewis-McChord, Wash., was 
temporarily relieved in February. 

In November, an Army ombudsman reported in a memo 
obtained by the Los Angeles Times that a Madigan physician 
warned his colleagues that PTSD diagnoses could cost up to 
$1.5 million over soldiers’ lifetimes. 

The physician stated that “at the rate we are going the 
Army and the Department of Veterans Affairs will be broke” 
because of PTSD treatment, according to the ombudsman. 
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51. Week In Review Mar. 17, 2012 – Mar. 23, 2012 
(YOUTUBE 16 MAR 12) ... U.S. Navy 

Welcome to this week's U.S. Navy multimedia production 
featuring selected images from around the fleet received 
during the week of Mar. 17, 2012 – Mar. 23, 2012. 

The images represent the work of the many naval 
photographers deployed worldwide and submitted to Navy 
Visual News Service. For access to more than 100,000 high 
resolution photos visit: 
    http://www.navy.mil/view_photos_top.asp  and 
http://www.flickr.com/photos/usnavy/    . 

View U.S. Navy YouTube Channel 
View Clip (RT: 1:45) 
Broadcast Clip - 7 in :70 (Mar. 23, 2012) 
(YOUTUBE 23 MAR 12) U.S. Pacific Fleet 
A quick look at events and issues from the past week 

around Pacific Fleet making headlines at 
http://www.cpf.navy.mil. 

View Clip (RT: 1:10) 
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OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
52. A Middle Course On Iran 
Between preemption and containment of the nuclear threat 
(WASHINGTON POST 25 MAR 12) ... Michael O'Hanlon and Bruce Riedel 

To contain Iran, or to preempt? That is, at present, the 
question. President Obama’s recent dismissal of containment 
as an option would seem to stack the deck. Unless Iran pauses 
its uranium enrichment activities, an Israeli or U.S. strike 
against its nuclear facilities looks likely by next year. 

Containment always looks better in theory, or in 
retrospect, than it works in practice. Our four-decade 
containment of the Soviet Union included several near misses, 

including the Berlin crisis and the Cuban missile crisis. And 
given the Iranian regime’s willingness to resort to terror tactics 
— even on U.S. soil — and President Mahmoud 
Ahmadinejad’s purported remarks about wiping Israel off the 
map, there are clear downsides to relying on Iranian rationality 
and trusting that the regime can be deterred. 

On the other hand, preemption doesn’t look great, either. 
The Iranian regime, while dangerous, does not have suicidal 
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tendencies. And the consequences of any airstrike against 
Iran’s enrichment facilities at Qom and Natanz would 
probably not be limited to direct counterattacks by Iranian 
agents and proxies against U.S. or Israeli forces in the region: 
International economic sanctions and arms bans against Iran 
are likely to be weakened and International Atomic Energy 
Agency (IAEA) monitors ejected from the Islamic republic. 
And for what? A one- to three-year delay, not destruction, of 
the Iranian bomb program — as well as greater consensus 
within Iran to pursue the nuclear option. 

The good news is that there is a third approach: 
constriction. Essentially, we would continue to delay and 
minimize the scale of Iran’s nuclear program as we have been 
doing through sanctions and other means. We would keep 
doing this indefinitely, even if Iran gets a nuclear weapon. 

Force would not be categorically ruled out under such a 
policy. But it would have to pass a cost-benefit test. Near-term 
strikes against the uranium-enrichment centrifuge installations 
fail that test. But in the future, factors might be different. 
Large reactors that are able to produce bomb-grade plutonium 
could be reasonable targets down the line. They are easy to see 
and virtually impossible to place underground. 

Under a constriction policy, we would continue to do our 
utmost to prevent Iran from getting the bomb. But we would 
recognize that even if Iran had a handful of bombs, the 
balance of power in the Middle East in both nuclear and 
conventional terms would still tilt overwhelmingly toward 
Israel. 

If Iran continues to inch toward the bomb, our policy 
should take a page from how the international community has 
handled North Korea the past two decades. The first Bush 
administration believed that Pyongyang probably had one or 
two bombs, yet neither President George H.W. Bush nor 
President Bill Clinton threatened war over that capability. In 
1994, however, when North Korea threatened to reprocess 
plutonium for more bombs and build large reactors that could 
create the material for several dozen a year, Defense Secretary 
William Perry was emphatic that a North Korean nuclear 
arsenal could not be tolerated. His warning was heard loud and 
clear in Pyongyang, and the agreed framework resulted. 

After the George W. Bush administration mishandled the 
North Korean nuclear problem in 2002 and 2003, Pyongyang 
reprocessed enough plutonium for six to eight weapons. Yet 
two decades into its own nuclear age, North Korea remains a 

minimal nuclear power with, at best, a small deterrent of last 
resort. 

Of course, achieving this outcome with North Korea 
required a negotiated accord, and the agreement was flawed. 
But it capped the North’s nuclear ventures for many years. 
There is little near-term prospect of reaching an agreement 
with Iran. But we can pursue the same goal with other means. 
Non-military methods have already slowed Iran’s nuclear 
program by two to three years relative to expectations that 
were common in 2008-09 about how long it would take 
Tehran to produce its first bomb. That is every bit as much as 
we could hope to slow Iran with an airstrike campaign — 
without weakening the international consensus to keep 
simultaneously tightening sanctions and without giving Iran an 
easy excuse to expel inspectors. 

Some will argue that Iran is more dangerous than North 
Korea. While in some ways that’s true, Iran is arguably more 
calculating. North Korea has made several unprovoked attacks 
on South Korea, such as the strike against the frigate Cheonan 
in 2010. Yet because of agreed international policies, 
Pyongyang still does not have enough fissile material to test 
adequately whether its nuclear-armed warheads could survive 
missile flight and atmospheric reentry. 

Under a policy of constriction, if Iran ejected IAEA 
inspectors from existing facilities in a manner globally 
recognized as brazen and threatening, we might multilaterally 
conduct a strike. What we would not do is decide in May, or 
November, or next March, that the incremental process of 
increased enrichment had exhausted our collective patience 
and lash out with a strike that would quite possibly help Iran 
as much as it hurt it. 

Incremental Iranian progress toward a bomb, or even a 
few, is not reason enough to upend an international policy that 
is slowing the Tehran regime’s pursuit of nuclear capabilities 
much more than was once thought possible. We have a choice 
besides containment and preemption — and it looks a lot like 
the policy we have been following in recent years. 

Michael O’Hanlon is a senior fellow at the Brookings 
Institution and co-author of “Bending History: Barack 
Obama’s Foreign Policy.” Bruce Riedel is a senior fellow in 
the Saban Center in the foreign policy program at Brookings 
and the author of “Deadly Embrace: Pakistan, America, and 
the Future of the Global Jihad.” 
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53. Peace Through Nuclear Strength 
Signing Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty still a bad idea 
(WASHINGTON TIMES 26 MAR 12) ... Vice Adm. Robert R. Monroe 

On March 30, a National Academy of Sciences committee 
will release a report with implications for the Obama 
administration's hopes to gain Senate ratification of the 
Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty (CTBT). Ratification was 
roundly defeated by the Senate in 1999, and the strong 
arguments that prevented ratification then still apply, 
augmented by new ones. No report can change the fact that 
ratification of the CTBT is not in the United States' interests. 

First, ratification of the CTBT would not help prevent 
proliferation. U.S. testing has never contributed to a single 
case of proliferation, nor will it in the future. Belligerent, 
irresponsible states acquire nuclear weapons to serve their 

aggressive ends. This stimulates neighboring states to acquire 
nuclear weapons in response. Today, because of our failure to 
stop Iran and North Korea, proliferation threatens to become a 
cascade. But U.S. testing has nothing to do with it. Little 
proliferation occurred during the four decades of U.S. testing. 
Much more has occurred during the past 20 years, during 
which the U.S. has not tested. 

In fact, ratification would stimulate proliferation. 
Adversaries and rogue states would see our restraint as 
weakness and accelerate their acquisition of nuclear weapons. 
The many allies who depend on our "nuclear umbrella" would 
recognize our weakness and go nuclear themselves. Other 
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nations, seeing that America's nuclear guardianship had 
lapsed, would proliferate in self-defense. U.S. ratification 
brings no benefits to the world. 

Nor would ratification be a step toward "a world without 
nuclear weapons." This noble objective is unachievable. 
Nuclear weapons technology is known throughout the world, 
and global growth of nuclear power makes fissile material 
available. If large, responsible states did not have effective 
nuclear weapons for deterrence, the world would descend into 
nuclear horror and chaos - at the mercy of every aggressor, 
rogue nation, failed or failing state, fanatic, proxy, terrorist, 
criminal, extortionist or disaffected individual. 

Second, ratification would seriously undermine our 
national security. Nuclear deterrence is the cornerstone that 
keeps us safe in a highly dangerous world. However, our 
existing nuclear weapons - designed for a totally different 
threat - are virtually irrelevant in deterring today's principal 
adversaries. More states have nuclear weapons than ever 
before, and each of them - except the U.S. - is modernizing, 
with Russia and China in the lead. Fourth-generation weapons 
are being developed. Rogue states and terrorists urgently seek 
nuclear weapons. U.S. nuclear testing is required to develop 
new-design weapons to deter these new threats. New weapons 
(for example, those with high security, low-yield, earth-
penetrating capability; ability to neutralize biological and 
chemical agents; and reduced residual radiation) are needed 
urgently to regain a credible deterrent - one that our 
adversaries know we have the capability and the will to use. 
CTBT ratification would deny this. 

Our existing nuclear weapons - overage and deteriorating 
- also will soon require testing. They must carry us safely 
through the decades it will take to produce our new stockpile. 
At any moment, we may discover a critical fault disabling 
many hundreds of weapons. Most critically, our experienced 
human resources are virtually gone. Nuclear testing is 
essential in training replacement scientists, designers and 
engineers. 

Ratification also would seriously undermine American 
science. Mankind's advances have, for centuries, been the 
result of employing the "scientific method." Testing is its 
central element. Many new technologies and approaches must 
be tested to see if they can solve the fresh challenges we face. 
The CTBT would not allow this. America's future security 
depends upon our nuclear technology being superior to that of 
anyone else in the world. Our scientists must not be denied use 
of the scientific method. 

Third, the treaty itself is fatally defective in critical areas. 
The CTBT bans nuclear tests, but it does not define them. 
Each signatory is free to create its own definition. Our U.S. 
definition is "zero-yield," denying all testing. Other nations are 
free to adopt definitions allowing them to test new nuclear 
weapons. Ratification would put the U.S. at an immense 
disadvantage in a field where we must be No. 1. 

The treaty is unverifiable. Low-yield tests, decoupled 
tests, contained tests and tests hidden in seismic activity 
enable other nations to gain a huge advantage over us in 
nuclear technology and weapons. This cannot be permitted. 

Ratification would be a hopeless "feel-good" gesture, 
carrying a huge penalty. The CTBT can never enter into force. 
This requires North Korea, Iran, Pakistan, India, Israel, Egypt, 
China and the U.S. to ratify it. Each of these states has 
powerful reasons for not ratifying, and very few would be 
swayed by U.S. action. Our ratification, however, would carry 
an immense penalty for us. If we ratified the CTBT, we would 
be bound by international law to observe its provisions, 
decade after decade, even though it had not entered into force. 
This does not apply today. 

In summary, the national security costs of CTBT 
ratification are immense, while the nonproliferation benefits 
are illusory. 

Retired Vice Adm. Robert R. Monroe was director of the 
Defense Nuclear Agency. 
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54. Thresher Base Helps Preserve Sub's Legacy 
(PORTSMOUTH (NH) HERALD 25 MAR 12) ... Mike Sullivan 

For many members of the G.I. Generation, the Silent 
Generation and even some baby boomers, the sinking of USS 
Thresher is one of those "Where were you when it happened" 
moments. It happened on April 10, 1963. 

For anyone unfamiliar, USS Thresher was, to put it in 
laymen's terms, the Rolls Royce of submarines. She was more 
than 30 feet in diameter and 275 feet in length and displaced 
3,700 tons surfaced and 4,300 tons submerged. Her submerged 
speed was upwards of 20 knots with a depth capability of 
greater than 400 feet. If you speak sub language, that's an 
impressive piece of underwater machinery, folks, and it was 
built right in our back yard at Portsmouth Naval Shipyard in 
Kittery, Maine. 

The Thresher was also a state-of-the-art (at that time) 
weapon, categorized a Fast Attack submarine or a "hunter 
killer." It was designed to hunt and destroy Soviet Fleet 
Ballistic Missile submarines and enemy Fast Attack 
submarines. Then, on April 10, 1963, the unthinkable 
happened. USS Thresher, the lead ship of a new class of 
nuclear-powered attack submarines, fell below crush depth. 

The sub sank, and with it 129 men including crew members, 
Portsmouth Naval Shipyard officer observers, PNSY civilian 
workers and contractor technicians. 

For those old enough to remember it, especially New 
Englanders, the tragedy is unforgettable. And for those who 
aren't aware, there's a group in Portsmouth trying to change 
that. They are the members of Thresher Base, a group of U.S. 
submarine veterans officially chartered in 1989 and dedicated 
to preserving the memory of USS Thresher and all those who 
made the ultimate sacrifice for the good of country. 

"I believe the younger generation, especially those living 
on the Seacoast, should be aware of the important role the 
shipyard has played in the defense of our country and know of 
the developments and activities being done at that stressful 
time," said Bob Flannery, a Navy veteran and Thresher Base 
Officers' chief of the boat. "Thresher was a modern design 
developed to protect our waters during the Cold War." 

Each year on or near the anniversary of the tragedy, these 
officers hold a ceremony that includes U.S. Navy dignitaries, 
relatives of the crew, PNSY workers and others. This year, for 
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the 49th anniversary, the ceremony is set for April 14 at Traip 
Academy in Kittery. It will feature distinguished speakers, 
music and tolling of the bells for the 129 men who lost their 
lives. 

"This is a way to perpetuate the memory of all those brave 
men on the USS Thresher, and of all those who have sunk in a 
submarine," said Exeter resident Bob McAlpine, a Navy 
veteran who served from 1967 to 1971, and now serves as 
secretary of the Thresher Base officers. 

"My goal is to pass this legacy down to the next 
generation," said Thresher Base Commander Kevin Galeaz, a 
Navy veteran who served from December 1975 to May 1982. 
"Our goal is to grow this. Next year being the 50th anniversary 
is obviously huge." 

"Huge" is the perfect word to describe the lasting effect 
USS Thresher has had on the U.S. Navy. Yes, the sinking of 
Thresher is a moment that truly changed our country's history, 
and that's not an overstatement. The gravity of the sacrifice 
made by those 129 men is, in fact, still felt today. 

In the wake of the tragedy, the Navy designed SUBSAFE, 
a quality-assurance program that covers all systems exposed to 
sea pressure or critical to flooding recovery. Consider: From 
1915 until SUBSAFE's inception, the Navy lost 16 submarines 
because of non-combat-related reasons. Since then, no 
SUBSAFE-certified sub has ever gone down. That, my 
friends, is the legacy of USS Thresher and those 129 men. 

"Every one of these guys, they didn't die in vain," Galeaz 
pointed out. 

So Galeaz, McAlpine and their fellow officers, as well as 
the shipyard community and the relatives of those lost in the 
tragedy, come together to keep the crew's memory alive, and 
to celebrate the ground-breaking work and safety that 
continues at the yard today. 

"I came home," Galeaz said. "Every submariner comes 
home. For the families of the USS Thresher, this is their time 
to come together in community, and to heal." 

The officers of Thresher Base make sure of it. 
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On This Day In The Navy: 
1940: Sixth and last group of ships involved in Destroyers-for-Bases Agreement transferred to British at Nova Scotia. 
 

TOP STORIES: 
1. China Aircraft Carrier Passes Landmark 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 26 NOV 12) ... Jeremy Page 

BEIJING—China has passed a landmark in the development of its first fully functional aircraft carrier with the first successful 
landing of a jet fighter on the newly launched vessel while it was at sea, according to state media and the Defense Ministry. 

 
2. U.S. Shaping Scope Of Force In Afghanistan After 2014 
(NEW YORK TIMES 26 NOV 12) ... Michael R. Gordon 

WASHINGTON — American and allied military planners are drawing up the broad outlines of a force that would remain in 
Afghanistan following the handover to Afghan security after 2014, including a small counterterrorism force with an eye toward Al 
Qaeda, senior officials say. 

 
3. CNO: Sailors Monitor Budget Impasse From Persian Gulf 
(NAVY TIMES 03 DEC 12) ... Mark D. Faram 

Sailors in the Persian Gulf are keeping an eye on the Gaza Strip. 
 

ASIA – PACIFIC: 
4. Long March Ahead For Chinese Naval Airpower 
(FLIGHTGLOBAL (UK) 26 NOV 12) ... Greg Waldron 

SINGAPORE – Chinese television footage showing Shenyang J-15 Flying Shark fighter aircraft operating from the People's 
Liberation Army Navy (PLAN) aircraft carrier, the Liaoning, reveals Beijing's determination to tackle one of aviation's toughest 
challenges. 

 
5. Is China Buying Russia’s Su-35 Fighter? 
(DEFENSE NEWS 25 NOV 12) ... Wendell Minnick 

TAIPEI — Though not in the bag yet, defense industry analysts and sources in Moscow have confirmed that Beijing and Moscow 
are negotiating the first Russian export sale of the twin-engine Sukhoi Su-35 multi-role fighter. 

 
6. Philippines Ready To Send Ship To Disputed Reef As China Tests Aircraft Carrier 
(MAKATI CITY INQUIRER (PHILIPPINES) 26 NOV 12) ... Jerry E. Esplanada 

The Philippine Coast Guard on Sunday declared it was ready to deploy a patrol vessel to Panatag Shoal (Scarborough Shoal) 
[Reef] in the West Philippine Sea [South China Sea] as China announced it had conducted the first landing of a fighter jet on its new 
aircraft carrier. 

 
7. New Challenges Face Philippines 20 Years After U.S. Pullout 
(KYODO NEWS 25 NOV 12) ... Ronron Calunsod 

SUBIC BAY, Philippines, Nov. 26 -- When the last batch of American troops left this former U.S. naval base on Nov. 24, 1992, 
marking the complete closure of U.S. military bases in the Philippines, many Filipinos rejoiced over what they regarded as the triumph 
of patriotism and genuine independence, never mind apprehensions over the projected negative impact on the economy and security. 
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8. Two More U.S. Servicemen Arrested In Japan 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 23 NOV 12) 

TOKYO - Two more U.S. servicemen were arrested in Japan on Friday, police said, as anti-American sentiment runs high 
following the rape of a woman in the southern Japanese island of Okinawa. 

 

MIDEAST: 
9. Israel's Iron Dome Defense Battled To Get Off Ground 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 26 NOV 12) ... Charles Levinson and Adam Entous 

TEL AVIV—Israel's Iron Dome rocket-defense system spent the past two weeks successfully blasting Hamas missiles out of the 
sky—many in dramatic nighttime explosions—helping to end the recent hostilities between Israel and Hamas in just seven days. 

 
10. In Gaza, Hamas Faces Test Of Strategy 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 26 NOV 12) ... Matt Bradley and Charles Levinson 

The flare-up in Gaza has left the territory's Hamas rulers at a crossroads: whether they should evolve into a purely political group 
or cling to their role as front-line warriors against Israel. 

 
11. Rebels Claim They Seized Air Bases In Syria 
(NEW YORK TIMES 26 NOV 12) ... Anne Barnard and C. J. Chivers 

BEIRUT, Lebanon — Syrian rebels said they seized an important military airport and an air defense base just outside Damascus 
on Sunday, adding to a monthlong string of tactical successes — capturing bases, disrupting supply routes and seizing weaponry — 
that demonstrate their ability to erode the government’s dominance despite facing withering aerial attacks. 

 

AFGHANISTAN: 
12. Afghan Clash Raises Sectarian Fears 
Melee Between Shiite and Sunni Students Over Religious Custom Adds to Concern Over Coalition's Exit. 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 26 NOV 12) ... Maria Abi-Habib and Ziaulhaq Sultani 

KABUL—Afghanistan's sectarian tensions boiled over this weekend when university students split between the two main Muslim 
sects attacked each other, leaving one dead and 27 wounded, and stoking fears the violence could reopen old civil-war fault-lines. 

 

PERSONNEL: 
13. Smart Career Moves For 2013 Ratings 
The best to move out of and the best to move into 
(NAVY TIMES 03 DEC 12) ... Mark Faram 

The Navy is experiencing an advancements boom. 
 

14. Va. Beach-Based SEAL Killed In Afghanistan 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 26 NOV 12) ... Jeff Sheler 

VIRGINIA BEACH – A Navy SEAL based in Virginia Beach was killed this weekend during a firefight in Afghanistan, the 
Department of Defense announced Sunday. 

 
15. Congress To Decide On 2013 Tricare Rx Fee Hikes 
(MILITARY UPDATE 24 NOV 12) ... Tom Philpott 

The House and Senate will decide in the next few weeks how military pharmacy fees will be raised in 2013, a step that arguably 
will be the most significant taken to date to slow growth in military healthcare budgets. 

 

CONGRESS / BUDGET: 
16. Packed Agenda Awaits Lame-Duck Congress 
(DEFENSE NEWS 26 NOV 12) ... John T. Bennett 

U.S. lawmakers return this week for a five-week lame-duck session that is anything but lame for the Pentagon and defense sector, 
with high-profile issues hanging in the balance. 

 
17. Levin: Defense Employees Should Be Worried About Sequestration 
(POLITICO 25 NOV 12) ... Tim Mak 

Sen. Carl Levin (D-Mich.) warned on Sunday that those employed in the defense industry should be worried about the possibility 
of sequestration. 

 



 3

18. In The Eye Of The Sequestration Storm: Pentagon Comptroller Robert Hale 
(POLITICO 26 NOV 12) ... Kate Brannen 

If sequestration took effect it would be a messy, complicated affair, and no one understands this better than Robert Hale. As the 
Pentagon’s top money man, he stands squarely in the middle of a budget storm. 

 

AIRCRAFT CARRIERS: 
19. ‘Big E’ Retires 
Enterprise’s last deployment was a busy one 
(NAVY TIMES 03 DEC 12) ... Sam Fellman 

ABOARD THE AIRCRAFT CARRIER ENTERPRISE — It may be 51 years old, but this flattop is fast. The supercarrier proved 
that once again the day before pulling into Norfolk, Va., from its final deployment. 

 
20. Ike Back To Norfolk For Brief Break 
(NAVY TIMES 03 DEC 12) ... Joshua Stewart 

The aircraft carrier Dwight D. Eisenhower will put its deployment on pause and will be back in port at Norfolk, Va., in time for 
Christmas. 

 

MARINE CORPS: 
21. Few Female Marines Step Forward For Infantry 
(WASHINGTON TIMES 25 NOV 12) ... Kristina Wong 

Female Marine officers are unlikely to join the infantry anytime soon, in part because of a lack of volunteers for the Marine 
Corps‘ Infantry Officer Course, which was opened to women in September. 

 
22. MarSOC Continues Growing Despite Marine Corps Drawdown 
(JACKSONVILLE (NC) DAILY NEWS 25 NOV 12) ... Amanda Wilcox 

While the rest of the Marine Corps is planning on cutting its forces by 20,000 Marines over the next four years, Marine Special 
Operations Command (MarSOC), will be doing the exact opposite and will continue with their planned growth. 

 

COMMENTARY: 
23. Lessons From Gaza 
(WASHINGTON POST 26 NOV 12) ... Jackson Diehl 

When Benjamin Netanyahu agreed to a cease-fire with Hamas rather than a ground invasion of the Gaza Strip, he surely knew 
that his opposition would taunt him with these words from 2009: “We must smash the Hamas power in Gaza,” he said then. “The next 
government will have no choice but to finish the job and uproot ... the Iranian terror base.” 

 
24. What We'll Need In Afghanistan 
The realities of fighting terrorism after 2014 
(WASHINGTON POST 25 NOV 12) ... Kimberly Kagan and Frederick W. Kagan 

Will the United States continue to conduct counterterrorism operations in South Asia? That question is central to any discussion 
about U.S. troop presence and mission in Afghanistan. The answer can be yes only if we pursue and support the current strategy, 
retaining roughly 68,000 troops in Afghanistan into 2014 and about half that number thereafter. 

 
25. A Plan To Dodge The Cliff 
(WASHINGTON POST 26 NOV 12) ... Bob Corker 

In business I found that a challenging environment often produced our best opportunities. Perhaps that’s why I see the so-called 
“fiscal cliff” of year-end spending cuts and tax increases not as an impassable precipice but as our best opportunity to finally enact 
meaningful fiscal reform. 

 
26. Close Guantánamo Prison 
(NEW YORK TIMES 26 NOV 12) ... Editorial 

On his second full day in office in 2009, President Obama signed an executive order that was a declaration of American renewal 
and decency hailed around the globe. It called for the closure, in no more than a year, of the detention camp at the United States Naval 
Station at Guantánamo Bay, Cuba — the grim emblem of President George W. Bush’s lawless policies of torture and detention. 
Accompanied by other executive orders signaling a break from the Bush era of justice delayed and denied, it was a bold beginning. 
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27. The ‘Self-Injury’ Debate 
(NAVY TIMES 03 DEC 12) ... Editorial 

The Pentagon has launched a review of the Uniform Code of Military Justice to determine whether it’s proper to prosecute those 
who attempt suicide. 
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TOP STORIES: 
1. China Aircraft Carrier Passes Landmark 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 26 NOV 12) ... Jeremy Page 

BEIJING—China has passed a landmark in the 
development of its first fully functional aircraft carrier with 
the first successful landing of a jet fighter on the newly 
launched vessel while it was at sea, according to state media 
and the Defense Ministry. 

State-run China Central Television showed a domestically 
produced J-15 "Flying Shark" fighter jet touching down on the 
deck, catching hold of a cable with a hook on its rear, and 
slowing to a standstill shortly before the other end of the 
runway. 

CCTV also showed one of the twin-engine fighters taking 
off from the carrier—which is called the Liaoning—and the 
Defense Ministry's website showed photographs of the aircraft 
landing on the vessel and taking off from it. 

It was the first official confirmation that China has 
mastered the complex technology and technical skills needed 
to operate fighters from a carrier at sea—a capability it has 
been seeking for decades as part of its quest to become a 
global military power. 

The Liaoning, which officially entered service in 
September, is a potent symbol of China's long-term strategic 
ambition to project air power far from its shores and challenge 
U.S. military dominance of the Asia Pacific region. 

China has said the vessel will be used only for training, 
but many military experts say that it could be deployed in a 
crisis near Chinese shores, such as a clash over disputed 
islands in the East China Sea or the South China Sea. 

Military experts say it will take several more years of 
training before the vessel, based on a hull bought from 
Ukraine, is combat ready. China also has to develop all the 
support vessel and associated technologies before it can use a 
carrier group the way the U.S. does, to extend its military 
influence abroad. 

Still, many of those experts had expected it to take longer 
for China to train its pilots to land on the carrier. 

Last month, a state-run Chinese newspaper published 
photographs that appeared to show a J-15 fighter flying just 
above the deck of the carrier, suggesting that it was 
performing a "touch and go" maneuver in preparation for an 
attempted landing. 

The state-run Xinhua news agency said the successful 
landing had been completed during a recent exercise, but 
didn't specify precisely where or when. 

"Capabilities of the carrier platform and the J-15 have 
been tested, meeting all requirements and achieving good 
compatibility," Xinhua said. 

Xinhua didn't say how many fighters had landed, but a 
separate article on the Defense Ministry website said that four 
more pilots had successfully landed and taken off from the 
vessel. 

Xinhua also said the successful landing marked the debut 
of the J-15 as "China's first generation multipurpose carrier-
borne fighter jet." 

Military aviation experts say the J-15 is closely modeled 
on Russia's carrier-borne Su-33 fighter, and is still equipped 
with engines imported from Russia as Chinese engines, while 
improving, don't have sufficient thrust or durability. 

Xinhua said the J-15 was "designed by and made in" 
China, and was able to carry "multi-type antiship, air-to-air 
and air-to-ground missiles, as well as precision-guided 
bombs." 

The J-15 had capabilities comparable to those of the Su-
33 and the U.S. F-18, Xinhua said. The F-18, also known as 
the "Super Hornet," is used on U.S. carriers. 

An article posted on the Defense Ministry website quoted 
Sr. Col. Zhang Junshe, deputy director of the Naval Military 
Studies Research Institute, saying the J-15 had a range of 
about 3,000 kilometers without refueling. 

Col. Zhang was also quoted as saying that China's carrier-
borne aircraft would be fully combat ready within about two 
years, and its first carrier group would be fully operational in 
four to five years. 

In its annual report to Congress on Chinese military 
developments, the Pentagon said China might have already 
begun construction of components for its first fully indigenous 
aircraft carrier, although that vessel wasn't likely to be 
completed until after 2015. 

View Clip (RT: 8:11) 
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2. U.S. Shaping Scope Of Force In Afghanistan After 2014 
(NEW YORK TIMES 26 NOV 12) ... Michael R. Gordon 

WASHINGTON — American and allied military 
planners are drawing up the broad outlines of a force that 
would remain in Afghanistan following the handover to 
Afghan security after 2014, including a small counterterrorism 
force with an eye toward Al Qaeda, senior officials say. 

Under the emerging plan, the American counterterrorism 
force might number less than 1,000, one military official said. 
In a parallel effort, NATO forces would advise Afghan forces 
at major regional military and police headquarters but most 
likely have a minimal battlefield role, with the exception of 
some special operations advisers. 

Final decisions on the size of the American and NATO 
presence after 2014 and its precise configuration have not 

been made by the United States or its allies. But one option 
calls for about 10,000 American and several thousand non-
American NATO troops. 

The planning for a post-2014 mission has emerged as an 
early test for President Obama in his new term as he tries to 
flesh out the strategy for transferring the responsibility for 
security to the Afghans. But it is not the only challenge: After 
the White House decides what sort of military presence to 
propose to the Afghan government for after 2014, it must turn 
to the question of how quickly to reduce its troop force before 
then. 

As one of his last acts as senior American commander in 
Afghanistan, Gen. John R. Allen is expected to submit a 
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formal recommendation for how quickly to begin withdrawing 
the United States’ 66,000 troops. Two American officials who 
are involved in Afghan issues said that General Allen wants to 
keep a significant military capability through the fighting 
season ending in fall 2013, which could translate to a force of 
more than 60,000 troops until the end of that period. 

Afghan forces are to assume the lead role for the war next 
year, and a military officer said that such a troop level would 
enable the United States to better support them, maintain the 
initiative and control critical terrain. 

But such an approach may entail a heavier military 
involvement than the White House, which appears weary of 
the war, might like. 

The White House is expected to ask General Allen to 
submit a range of options for drawing down forces next year, 
including some involving substantial reductions in troop 
levels. 

“The White House has not yet asked General Allen for his 
assessment, nor have we begun considering any specific 
recommendations for troop numbers in 2013 and 2014,” said 
George Little, the Pentagon spokesman. “What is true is that 
in June 2011 the president made clear that our forces would 
continue to come home at a steady pace as we transition to an 
Afghan lead for security. That it still the case.” 

The issue is already a politically contentious one. Some 
leading Democratic lawmakers have signaled that they would 
like to see steady troop reductions next year while 
Republicans have argued that speedy withdrawals would 
jeopardize hard-won gains. 

There are also questions about General Allen’s future: his 
e-mails to a woman linked to the F.B.I. inquiry that disclosed 
David H. Petraeus’s affair are being investigated by the 
Pentagon inspector general. 

But General Allen has resumed his duties in Kabul, and 
Mr. Obama has said that he thinks highly of his military 
performance. The Marine general who has been nominated to 
replace him, Joseph F. Dunford Jr., is not scheduled to take up 
the post until early February and recently told Congress that 
he had not been part of the planning process. 

The planning for a post-2014 force is the Obama 
administration’s first order of business on Afghanistan for 
several reasons. The United States has opened talks with the 
Afghans on a security agreement that would authorize an 
American troop presence in Afghanistan after 2014. So 
American officials need to define what role American and 
NATO forces might play then. 

In addition, NATO’s political arm has authorized the 
alliance’s military planners to develop a concept for how to 
carry out the post-2014 mission, which is to be approved by 
the alliance’s defense ministers early next year. 

The planning for after 2014 turns on troubling questions 
on how to guard against the expansion of terrorist groups and 
advise an Afghan military that has little airpower, poor 
logistics and difficulties evacuating and treating its own 
wounded. But it will also depend heavily on the willingness of 
allied nations to contribute troops and funds. 

One question is the scope of the mission for the American 
counterterrorism force. The targets of the counterterrorism 
force would include Al Qaeda and possibly Lashkar-e-Taiba, 
the Pakistan-based militant group linked to Al Qaeda that was 
responsible for the 2008 Mumbai attacks, and which is found 

in small numbers in northeast Afghanistan. The Islamic 
Movement of Uzbekistan might also make the list. 

But it was unclear whether the Pakistani-based Haqqani 
network, which American commandos have focused on for the 
past two years, would also be a potential target of the 
American force. Officials say that does not appear to be 
contemplated by the White House. 

An important question for the NATO mission after 2014 
is what level of the Afghan military hierarchy they would 
advise. It is generally expected that they would advise seven 
regional Afghan Army corps and several regional Afghan 
police headquarters. The arrangement would largely insulate 
the NATO advisers from the battlefield, though officials said 
advisers might accompany Afghan brigades on major 
operations. 

It is unlikely that NATO officers would advise Afghan 
battalions on the battlefield. That would require many more 
advisers than the alliance is likely to muster and would entail 
more risk than most nations seem prepared to assume, though 
some American experts believe it would make the Afghan 
military more effective. Still, NATO special operations 
advisers would be likely to accompany Afghan Army 
commandos and police SWAT-type units on the battlefield, 
under the emerging plan. 

A major challenge is that Afghanistan will not have an 
effective air force before 2017, if then. American officials said 
that NATO airpower would remain in Afghanistan after 2014 
but will likely only be used on behalf of NATO and American 
troops and perhaps Afghan units that are accompanied by 
NATO advisers. NATO forces rely heavily on airpower for 
airstrikes, supply and medical evacuation since Afghanistan’s 
roads are poor and often seeded with bombs. 

To compensate for Afghanistan’s limited airpower, 
American officials are working on a number of fixes, 
including providing Afghan forces with armored vehicles that 
would be equipped with mortars and assault guns. The United 
States is also looking into expanding the purchase of 
turboprop planes for the Afghans and is trying to help Afghan 
pilots learn to fly at night. 

Equally troubling is the problem of medical evacuations. 
After 2014, the Afghans will almost certainly need to rely on a 
system that depends more on ground transportation than 
helicopters. The Americans want to help them develop more 
field hospitals. 

Senior Afghan military officials are well aware of their 
deficiencies and are counting on American support. 

“Until 2017, we will have American pilots and engineers 
flying with us,” said Gen. Abdul Wahab Wardak, the Afghan 
Air Force Commander. “They will start the handover of the air 
force at the beginning of 2017 and at the end of the year it will 
be complete.” 

General Wardak also noted that the Afghan military 
needed NATO help to provide “close air support and 
medevac.” And he ticked off a long list of equipment he hoped 
to receive from the United States, including transport airplanes 
and parts. 

Still, in the broader sense, a senior American military 
officer acknowledged that the United States faced formidable 
difficulties in getting the Afghans ready to operate on their 
own. 
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The challenge, the officer said, is “building the back end” 
of the army and the police: “We’ve been focused on their 
fighting ability. Now it’s the time we need to focus on getting 
them the ability to get what they need so they can fight.” 

Reporting was contributed by Matthew Rosenberg and 
Alissa J. Rubin from Kabul, Afghanistan, and Eric Schmitt and 
Wesley S. Morgan from Washington. 
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3. CNO: Sailors Monitor Budget Impasse From Persian Gulf 
(NAVY TIMES 03 DEC 12) ... Mark D. Faram 

Sailors in the Persian Gulf are keeping an eye on the Gaza 
Strip. 

But what’s also on their minds, said Chief of Naval 
Operations Adm. Jon Greenert, is whether Congress will deal 
with the current budget crisis in time to avoid sequestration — 
and what the impact to them will be if it kicks in. “It is 
difficult for our sailors and, in fact, it’s difficult for me, to 
digest just what exactly happens if sequestration kicks in,” 
Greenert said from Bahrain during a Nov. 21 conference call 
with reporters. 

Greenert was on a Thanksgiving visit to units stationed or 
deployed to 5th Fleet’s area of operations and planned to split 
his Turkey Day between the aircraft carrier Dwight D. 
Eisenhower and the cruiser Hue City. 

“I made it clear to them that [Defense Secretary Leon 
Panetta] said that we are not planning for any of these things, 
but that these are all alternatives out there, and we very much 
turned to Congress to resolve this.” Greenert said that the 
military members are “encouraged” by the fact military 
manning cuts would be exempt. Civilian personnel, however, 
would not be. 

Also on sailors’ minds, he said, is whether the current 
uptick in enlisted advancements will continue. 

“I said ‘no,’ ” Greenert relayed to reporters, “but that 
we’re close to stabilization [in advancements] and it will be 
close to this … probably a little less … as we stabilize out here 
in the future.” Uniforms were another issue on the minds of 
sailors in Bahrain, but Greenert said they are “satisfied with 
the ones they have here in the theater.” For most sailors, that 
means the Type III woodland Navy Working Uniform, and the 
Type II tactical desert version for others. 

Greenert also visited Camp Lemonnier, the U.S. 
expeditionary base in Djibouti on the Horn of Africa, where he 
met with about 500 sailors. 

From there, he headed to the northern Persian Gulf, where 
the dock landing ship Rushmore was involved in operations 
with the Kuwaiti military. 

The Marines operated ashore with their ground force 
counterparts, while the Rushmore conducted visit, board, 
search and seizure operations with the Kuwaiti navy. 

They also trained in convoy operations, escorting high-
value assets such as oil supertankers. 

Greenert praised the Kuwaiti sailors. 
“They’re in pretty good shape and have a very high level 

of confidence in what they’re doing,” Greenert said, adding 
that the ship would conduct similar training with Saudi Arabia 
and the United Arab Emirates later in its deployment. 
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ASIA – PACIFIC: 
4. Long March Ahead For Chinese Naval Airpower 
(FLIGHTGLOBAL (UK) 26 NOV 12) ... Greg Waldron 

SINGAPORE – Chinese television footage showing 
Shenyang J-15 Flying Shark fighter aircraft operating from the 
People's Liberation Army Navy (PLAN) aircraft carrier, the 
Liaoning, reveals Beijing's determination to tackle one of 
aviation's toughest challenges. 

The Chinese videos show two J-15s, fuselage numbers 
552 and 553, performing arrested landings and ramp-assisted 
take-offs. After performing an arrested landing, the aircraft 
folded their wings and horizontal stabilisers - a key 
requirement for aircraft operating from space-constricted 
carriers. 

News of successful flight operations, however, was 
tempered by reports that Luo Yang, president of Shenyang 
Aircraft Corporation, died from a heart attack while aboard the 
ship for the landing trials. 

Although the footage provides the first concrete evidence 
of Chinese aircraft carrier operations, rumours were already 
circulating last week on Chinese defence sites and on social 
media that flight trials involving the Liaoning had 
commenced. 

Although the landings took place during a clear day with 
a calm sea state, official news agency Xinhua quoted vice-

admiral Zhang Yongyi as saying that pilots have also mastered 
landings under unfavourable conditions including poor 
visibility and unstable airflow. He apparently made no 
mention on whether flight tests have occurred at night. 

Xinhua indicates that five Chinese pilots have 
successfully arrested and taken off from the Liaoning. 

"It's like 'dancing on a knifepoint' as the aircraft have to 
land on a very limited space," says Zhang. "We have done all 
these test flights from the very beginning, and finally we 
mastered the key skills for the landing of carrier-borne 
aircraft." 

The footage shows flight deck crew dressed in six colour 
coded uniforms (purple, red, yellow, green, blue, and white) 
forming two lines and walking along the deck to conduct a 
foreign object debris (FOD) check. This is an important 
routine check aboard all aircraft carriers. 

Deck crews aboard U.S. carriers also wear several 
colours: purple (fuel handling), blue (aircraft handling), 
yellow (flight deck officers), red (ordnance and fire fighting), 
brown (aircraft captains, mechanics), green (catapults and 
arresting gear) and white (support roles such as safety and first 
aid). 
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Footage from the Liaoning suggests parallels to U.S. 
carrier deck procedure, with "yellow shirts" guiding aircraft to 
launch positions and waving them off, "blue shirts" moving 
aircraft about the deck, and "white shirts" observing aircraft 
movements and deck activity. 

Richard Bitzinger, senior fellow of the Military 
Transformations Programme at Singapore's Rajaratnam 
School of International Studies, says it will be two to three 
years before China has a credible carrier air wing capability. 
The main challenge facing China is training of both pilots and 
deck crews, he says. 

He also questions the number of aircraft a carrier such as 
the Liaoning, which is equipped with a ski-ramp, can 
comfortably accommodate, given that the ship will also need 
to deploy both airborne early warning & control (AEW&C) 
and search and rescue (SAR) helicopters. 

The key challenge with the ship is deck space and layout, 
he says. The carrier's J-15s need to run about half the length of 
the warship at full afterburner for a ramp-assisted launch. This 
would make it challenging, if not impossible, to conduct the 
simultaneous launch and recovery of aircraft, says Bitzinger. 

In addition, ramp-assisted take-offs - as opposed to the 
catapult-assisted take-offs used on U.S. carriers - burn 
substantial fuel and limit aircraft payload. The J-15, a copy of 
the Soviet-era Sukhoi Su-33, is also large. Bitzinger points out 

that Russia has dropped the Su-33 in favour of the smaller 
Mikoyan MiG-29K for its carrier, the Admiral Kuznetsov. The 
Liaoning was originally laid down as the Varyag, sister ship to 
the Kuznetsov. 

In any event, China aims to use the carrier primarily for 
training and for gaining experience with fixed wing operations 
at sea. 

At the time of the ship's delivery in September 2006, a 
story by Xinhua on the defence ministry's website stated that 
the carrier will be used for training and "scientific research.” 
This is consistent with experts' view on the ship's role, which 
has been the source of much speculation in recent years. 

With the advent of J-15 operations from the Liaoning, 
China joins the elite fraternity of countries with a carrier 
capable of handling the arrested recovery of fixed wing 
aircraft. Only the USA, France and Brazil operate such 
warships. 

India is on the verge of achieving this capability with the 
INS Vikramaditya, formerly the Soviet carrier Admiral 
Gorshkov. After early successes and flight trials, however, her 
delivery has reportedly been pushed back to the middle of 
2013 owing to the cracking of bricks that support the ship's 
boilers. 

View Clip (RT: 8:11) 
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5. Is China Buying Russia’s Su-35 Fighter? 
(DEFENSE NEWS 25 NOV 12) ... Wendell Minnick 

TAIPEI — Though not in the bag yet, defense industry 
analysts and sources in Moscow have confirmed that Beijing 
and Moscow are negotiating the first Russian export sale of 
the twin-engine Sukhoi Su-35 multi-role fighter. 

If the deal goes forward, China’s fighter capabilities 
become much greater and the military challenge to regional 
powers increases. The Su-35s Saturn engines give it a unique 
supermaneuverability capability. 

The principle hurdle has been overcome, said a U.S. 
defense analyst. Russia has just “caved-in” to demands by 
China to reduce the initial procurement from 48 fighters to 24 
fighters. 

“The negotiations on price and other conditions of this 
deal will take place the next year,” said Vasiliy Kashin, a 
researcher at the Moscow-based Centre for Analysis of 
Strategies and Technologies (CAST). “Such negotiations can 
also be quite difficult. The contract, I think, is not likely 
before 2014.” 

During the 2012 Airshow China (Zhuhai Airshow) in 
mid-November, Russia’s RT media outlet quoted Mikhail 
Pogosyan, president of the United Aircraft Corporation, 
confirming China’s interest in the Su-35. 

“The Chinese are showing interest in this jet. But we have 
agreements that we disclose information only upon reaching 
actual agreements. So, I am not going to comment on the pace 
of negotiations,” Pogosyan told RT. He also promised the Su-
35 would be present at the next Zhuhai Airshow in 2014. 

Russia’s new defense minister, Sergei Shoigu, visited 
China in mid-November and met with Hu Jintao, China’s 
outgoing president and chairman of the Central Military 
Commission (CMC). Whether a Russian deal with the current 
members of the Politburo and the CMC will survive the March 

turnover of leadership to a new crop of Chinese leaders 
remains to be seen. 

There are fears China will only procure 24 fighters with 
the intention of reverse engineering and copying the fighter, as 
they did with the Su-27SK. 

In 1995, China secured a production license to build 200 
Su-27SKs, dubbed the J-11A, for $2.5 billion from the 
Shenyang Aircraft Corp. In 2006, Russia cancelled the deal 
after 95 aircraft when it discovered China had reverse 
engineered the aircraft and was secretly producing an 
indigenous copy, the J-11B, with Chinese-built avionics and 
weapons. 

There are also suspicions China will only want the Su-35 
engine for the twin-engine Chengdu J-20 stealth fighter. The 
engine in the Su-35 and the T-50 is the Saturn AL-117S, 
which is an upgraded variant of the AL-31FN. China already 
imports the AL-31FN from Russia for the single-engine 
Chengdu J-10 fighter. 

“If they procure one spare for every four installed [on 
China’s Su-35], which you don’t really need, then that’s a 
warning sign,” said the U.S. source. “There is no fixed ratio 
for spare engines to installed engines [for the deal] at this 
time.” 

Despite all the obvious bear traps stepped into during the 
J-11 disaster, the Russian aviation industry needs money and 
must keep its fighter production line moving. “If it stalls out 
and the T-50 fighter does not come online as scheduled, then 
the Russian air force will need them [Su-27/MiG-29],” he 
said. 

The Sukhoi T-50 is the prototype for the PAK FA stealth 
fighter, intended to replace the Russian air force’s Su-27 and 
MiG-29 fighters. Delays and problems in the U.S. F-35 Joint 
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Strike Fighter program are a nagging reminder that glitches 
can occur in fifth generation fighter programs. 

The question of whether the Chinese procure more then 
just 24 Su-35s is “complicated,” Kashin said. 

“The key question is if the Chinese can apply the Su-35 
technology to their J-11B family aircraft. If the difference 
between these two types is big enough, than they cannot 
absorb that technology quickly and there is the possibility that 
they will evaluate the Su-35 and then buy additional number 
of them,” he said. 

Kashin said the first batch of Chinese procured Su-27SK 
fighters in 1992 was for only 26 aircraft. “If they like it and if 

the J-11B project is not going smoothly, than they can buy 
more,” or buy the license to build the Su-35 in China. 

“The J-11B program is in big trouble; the Chinese have 
lost a lot of aircraft in crashes,” said the U.S. source. “They 
have also reached a technological plateau and need help going 
to the next step beyond the Su-27/J-11.” 

No country has procured the Su-35 before, though Brazil, 
India and South Korea have considered it. China has shown an 
interest in the Su-33 carrier-borne fighter and the Su-35 
before, but previous problems with intellectual property rights 
infringement with the Su-27 burned Russian arms merchants 
— that is until now. 

Return to Index 
 

6. Philippines Ready To Send Ship To Disputed Reef As China Tests Aircraft Carrier 
(MAKATI CITY INQUIRER (PHILIPPINES) 26 NOV 12) ... Jerry E. Esplanada 

The Philippine Coast Guard on Sunday declared it was 
ready to deploy a patrol vessel to Panatag Shoal (Scarborough 
Shoal) [Reef] in the West Philippine Sea [South China Sea] as 
China announced it had conducted the first landing of a fighter 
jet on its new aircraft carrier. 

The landing was a demonstration of China's ability to 
project its military might in territorial disputes with Southeast 
Asian nations in the West Philippine Sea and maintain its own 
influence in the area, eyed by the United States in its "pivot" 
to Asia, a new military strategy that would see half of its 
warships shifting to the region by the end of the decade. 

Lt. Commander Armand Balilo, Coast Guard 
spokesperson, told the Philippine Daily Inquirer that the BRP 
Pampanga was "on standby" and "ready for deployment" to 
Panatag Shoal, where Philippine and Chinese ships faced off 
with each other from early April to mid-June in a territorial 
dispute that had gone on unresolved, and marred talks between 
Southeast Asian nations and China in Cambodia last week. 

China has begun issuing new passports with a map of 
China that includes disputed territories in the West Philippine 
Sea and the East Sea, angering the Philippines and Vietnam, 
which protested the new Chinese strategy that they saw as 
forcing them to recognize China's claims in the sea. 

The latest Chinese display of assertiveness could spark 
fresh tensions in the sea. The Philippine Coast Guard said the 
Pampanga was ready to go and all the agency was waiting for 
was the go-signal from the Department of National Defense 
(DND) and the Department of Foreign Affairs (DFA). 

The Pampanga was one of two Philippine vessels that 
faced off with up to 100 Chinese ships and fishing boats at the 
disputed shoal. 

Balilo said that if the order to deploy came, the 
Pampanga, a search-and-rescue vessel, could hook up with a 
Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources (BFAR) ship to 
resume the watch at Panatag, where three Chinese ships were 
pressing the Chinese claim. 

President Aquino said in June that he would order 
Philippine ships back to the shoal if the Chinese did not clear 
the area. 

The Chinese did not. On Saturday, Foreign Secretary 
Albert del Rosario, speaking at the Philippine Military 
Academy in Baguio City, called on China to respect the 
Philippines' exclusive economic zone (EEZ), an expanse of 
sea 370 kilometers (200 nautical miles) from the coastlines of 

sovereign states. Panatag Shoal, 220 km west of Zambales, is 
within the Philippine EEZ. 

Chinese Carrier 
There were reports on Friday that the Pampanga had left 

port at Poro Point in La Union province and it was heading for 
the shoal. The Coast Guard said the reports were not true. 

But Balilo said on Sunday the Pampanga was ready to go 
anytime the order to deploy came. 

When it deploys, the Pampanga could come nose to nose 
with the Liaoning, China's first aircraft carrier, on which a 
Chinese-made J-15 fighter jet successfully landed in recent 
exercises. 

"The successful landing ... has always been seen as a 
symbol of the operating combat capability for an aircraft 
carrier," Zhang Junshe, a vice director at the Chinese military's 
Naval Affairs Research Institute, told state television Sunday. 

"This is a landmark even for China's aircraft carrier ... and 
(moves it) one step closer to combat readiness," Zhang said. 

Video footage carried by China Central Television 
showed a tail hook on the rear of the J-15 catching hold of a 
cable on the deck of the aircraft carrier as the jet landed and 
slowed to a halt. 

China had not previously announced that its Navy 
possessed such highly technical cable landing technology. 

The J-15 had also successfully taken off from the aircraft 
carrier, the Chinese defense ministry said. 

The J-15 is a Chinese-designed multipurpose carrier-
borne fighter jet based on Russia's Sukoi 33, equipped with 
Russian engines and capable of carrying precision-guided 
bombs, press reports said. 

The 300-meter Liaoning, a former Soviet carrier that 
China had refitted, went into service in September in a 
symbolic milestone for China's growing military muscle that 
comes at a time when Beijing is increasingly embroiled in a 
series of territorial disputes with its neighbors. 

Since the carrier entered service, the crew have completed 
more than 100 training and test programs, the defense ministry 
said. 

The Liaoning, named for the northeastern province that 
includes Dalian, is not expected to be fully operational for 
another three years at least. 

Vietnam, disputing China's claims to islands within its 
territory, has fighter seacraft and planes, and has actually 
fought naval skirmishes with China over territory in the 
Paracel archipelago in the East Sea. 
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No War Assets 
The Philippines has no warships larger and more capable 

than the second-hand cutter donated to it by the United States 

earlier this year. It has no fighter jets and its military 
modernization program is looking to acquire only trainer jets. 

The Philippine Coast Guard hopes to get 12 brand-new 
patrol boats from Japan in 2014. 
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7. New Challenges Face Philippines 20 Years After U.S. Pullout 
(KYODO NEWS 25 NOV 12) ... Ronron Calunsod 

SUBIC BAY, Philippines, Nov. 26 -- When the last batch 
of American troops left this former U.S. naval base on Nov. 
24, 1992, marking the complete closure of U.S. military bases 
in the Philippines, many Filipinos rejoiced over what they 
regarded as the triumph of patriotism and genuine 
independence, never mind apprehensions over the projected 
negative impact on the economy and security. 

"It was a resounding victory for our people's long struggle 
against foreign military forces on our land which had 
undermined our foreign and security policy, and kept us 
hostage and made us a launching pad for so long to U.S. 
interventionist wars in Asia and other parts of the world," 
University of the Philippines professor Roland Simbulan said 
at a recent gathering here in the Subic Bay Freeport Zone. 

"Filipino patriots consider that day historically significant 
because it marked the end of 470 years of foreign military 
bases and foreign troop presence on Philippine soil, which 
began during the Spanish colonization and extended almost 
permanently during the American colonial period and beyond 
Philippine independence in 1946," he added. 

The pullout of American soldiers also cured at a certain 
level the social problem of prostitution, restored the self-
confidence and pride of the local people, who, for the longest 
time, felt they were being treated as second-class citizens in 
their own land, and encouraged a major cultural 
transformation in the immediate community, local college 
professor Edgar Geniza said in a separate interview. 

"It was good for the Philippines and for the people of 
Olongapo (which is directly outside the U.S. naval base). If 
there was no base pullout, I wouldn't have taken the civil 
engineering licensure exam and my master's degree. I would 
have only been satisfied working as a technical person," 
shared Marco Estabillo, a former apprentice in the U.S. Navy 
who is now among the senior managers of the Subic Bay 
Metropolitan Authority, the agency governing the zone. 

Environmentalists and labor activists also hailed the 
shutdown of the bases as it ended the country's suffering from 
alleged toxic waste disposal and exposure to unhealthy 
working environments, specifically sites with asbestos. 

And as the years went on, Simbulan said the conversion 
of Clark Air Field in Pampanga province and Subic Naval 
Base into economic centers disproved the "doomsday 
scenario" for the country's economy painted by some U.S. 
officials and pro-American Filipinos. 

"Subic is very successful. It's a showcase," SBMA 
chairman Roberto Garcia declared in a recent Kyodo News 
interview. 

"In the past 20 years, we have been able to attract $8 
billion in accumulated investments. And this has provided all 
of these 92,000 accumulated jobs. It provides a very big 
economy for the Philippines," he added. 

But recent developments both within the Subic Bay 
Freeport Zone and the country's lingering territorial disputes, 

particularly with China, have posed new challenges for 
SBMA. 

Internally, SBMA is not really making money, incurring 
in fact a cumulative loss of 7 billion pesos (about $170.73 
million) because of foreign loan obligations and underutilized 
facilities. 

The Subic Bay International Airport, which was 
constructed by the Americans in the 1950s, has been idle for 
the last few years after package delivery company FedEx 
Corp. moved its operations to China, while only 4 percent of 
Subic's seaport capacity is currently being utilized, owing to 
alleged monopolization of port operations in the capital 
Manila. 

"SBMA is going down. It's very difficult for SBMA to 
stand without having to ask for financial assistance from the 
national government at this point," said Leonardo Mesiano, a 
former SBMA official and currently an investors' coordinator. 

Mesiano disclosed that the Subic Bay Freeport Zone, 
which has a land area of 67,452 hectares, also has no more 
space to sell to potential business locators. 

Some of the present locators are also complaining about 
additional collections, inconsistent administrative procedures, 
and an unfriendly policing attitude by SBMA, all of which, 
Mesiano said, could drive investors away. 

Mesiano urged the SBMA leadership to improve its 
services, speed up its efforts to expand the zone's territory to 
accommodate new investors, work with the national 
government to transfer some shipping companies from the 
ports of Manila to Subic, and allow the U.S. military to use the 
idle Subic airport for a fee as he projects it would stimulate 
further economic activity, aside from the security assistance it 
could provide the Philippines. 

Acknowledging the challenges, Garcia said a five-year 
strategic plan had been designed to reutilize the airport, 
initially bring up the seaports' utilization rate to 20 percent, 
and boost further the already booming tourism activity in 
Subic. 

"The vision is to make this the premier Freeport in Asia 
because of our location as the center of Asia, our cost-
advantage, and the natural infrastructure left by the 
Americans," Garcia said, citing plans of developing the 
maritime business, particularly shipbuilding and repair, 
following the "successful example of Hanjin Heavy 
Industries" of South Korea in Subic. 

For the airport, Garcia said he initially proposed its 
conversion into a large amusement theme park like 
Singapore's Sentosa to be able to draw in at least 5 million 
tourists. It was also projected to bring in $5 billion in 
investments and provide at least 50,000 jobs. 

But it was shelved because of the Defense Department's 
intention to let the Philippine Air Force use the airport amidst 
the country's lingering territorial dispute with China over 
resource-rich areas in the South China Sea. 
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On Friday, Defense Secretary Voltaire Gazmin told 
Kyodo News that "the SBMA is supportive of the Armed 
Forces of the Philippines' plan to move into Subic." 

Garcia said earlier, however, that he expects the national 
government to compensate SBMA for usage of the airport. 

Aware of the territorial disputes and the U.S. military's 
pivot to the Asia-Pacific region, Garcia acknowledges that 
Subic "definitely" will have an important role to play, 
especially because of its close location to the disputed 
Scarborough Shoal where a tense standoff between Philippine 
and Chinese vessels took place early this year. 

He cites the already increasing number of visits of U.S. 
military vessels in Subic. 

"The Philippines was never preoccupied with defending 
its borders. But now, because of the China issue, the 
Philippines is now forced (to boost its territorial defense). 
Since we don't have the capability, it's the U.S. that will 
provide that protection, even just by mere presence," Garcia 
said. 

According to SBMA records, 56 U.S. Navy vessels and 
submarines visited Subic Bay from January to September this 
year, higher than the 55 for the entire 2011 and 51 in 2010. 
And these figures are significantly higher compared to 15 in 
2004 and 18 in 2005. 

Garcia said that "as long as it's done on a temporary basis 
and within the framework of the Visiting Forces Agreement," 
he welcomes port calls and visits by U.S. military ships 
because of their economic impact on Subic, citing for example 
the estimated $4 million spent by visiting U.S. troops during 
10 days last October. 

But Simbulan wants the government to stop clinging to 
the United States and further diversify its security ties with 
other countries, including even China, which, he said, is 
already an economic superpower. 

"For our national interest, it is better to engage China 
more in a diplomatic way rather than be confrontational," he 
told Kyodo News. 

"The problem really here is strengthening our defense 
capabilities. Our Navy is very weak, as is our Air Force, and 
this is the result of too much dependency on the U.S.," he 
added. 

For him, it is best for the Philippines to look at its long-
term economic ties with China and simultaneously develop the 
country's defense capability, as it also resolves the problem 
diplomatically with the help of the Association of Southeast 
Asian Nations. 

"Why go back to the past if we have proven in the past 20 
years that there is life after the bases?" Simbulan said. 

But with the present realities about China's aggressive 
assertion of its claims in the South China Sea and the 
existence of the Philippine-U.S. Mutual Defense Treaty and 
Visiting Forces Agreement, Simbulan's prayer might be too 
remote from the policy that the government is taking. 

Perhaps total independence from the United States can 
start if a recent congressional resolution that stemmed from 
alleged dumping of hazardous waste from a U.S. Navy ship in 
waters off Subic last October leads to termination, at first, of 
the Visiting Forces Agreement. 
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8. Two More U.S. Servicemen Arrested In Japan 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 23 NOV 12) 

TOKYO - Two more U.S. servicemen were arrested in 
Japan on Friday, police said, as anti-American sentiment runs 
high following the rape of a woman in the southern Japanese 
island of Okinawa. 

Police in Yokohama, southwest of Tokyo, arrested 23-
year-old U.S. Sailor Oscar Hayes Wiygul III on suspicion of 
public indecency after he allegedly walked around naked in an 
Internet cafe. 

The Sailor is believed to have violated a night-time 
curfew imposed by the U.S. military on all its servicemen in 
Japan after two U.S. navy Sailors were arrested on charges of 
raping a woman in Okinawa in October. 

That case prompted an outcry in Okinawa, the reluctant 
host to more than half of the 47,000 military personnel the 
U.S. has in Japan. 

In a separate incident Friday, police arrested Fernandez 
Luis, a 27-year-old marine serving at the Futenma Air Base in 

Okinawa, on suspicion of drunk driving, a local police 
spokeswoman said. 

Luis's arrest came after a Japanese woman complained 
that her car had been hit by the suspect's car, the 
spokeswoman said. Jiji Press said the suspect denied the 
allegations, while no one was injured in the accident. 

The latest incidents are likely to further fuel anti-U.S. 
sentiments in the country, particularly in Okinawa. 

Washington sees Okinawa as a vital strategic stronghold 
in the region, but islanders are fed up with shouldering what 
they say is a disproportionate burden for the Japan-U.S. 
relationship. 

The incidents also come amid swelling protests over the 
deployment of Osprey aircraft, with locals voicing concerns 
about the plane's perceived poor safety record. 

In September tens of thousands of people rallied against 
the tilt-rotor Osprey, which can take off and land like a 
helicopter and fly like a plane. 
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MIDEAST: 
9. Israel's Iron Dome Defense Battled To Get Off Ground 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 26 NOV 12) ... Charles Levinson and Adam Entous 

TEL AVIV—Israel's Iron Dome rocket-defense system 
spent the past two weeks successfully blasting Hamas missiles 
out of the sky—many in dramatic nighttime explosions—
helping to end the recent hostilities between Israel and Hamas 
in just seven days. 

The battle to build Iron Dome, however, lasted years and 
provided fireworks of its own. 

Before Wednesday's cease-fire, Iron Dome knocked down 
421 rockets launched from Gaza and bound for Israeli cities, 
an 84% success rate, according to the Israeli military. The 
system limited Israeli casualties to six during the seven days 
of bombardment. As a result, there was markedly less political 
pressure on Israel's decision makers to invade Gaza. 

"If it was not for Iron Dome, for sure you would have 
seen a more aggressive action in Gaza by air and ground," said 
an Israel general and member of Israel's joint chiefs of staff. 

For Israel's primary foes Iran, Hezbollah and Hamas, their 
weapon of choice—rockets and missiles—could soon prove 
nearly obsolete. That could alter the strategic calculation for 
Israel and its enemies alike. Despite initial Pentagon 
misgivings, President Barack Obama has given $275 million 
to the project since 2010 with the aim of reducing the rocket 
threat and eventually bolstering chances of a peace deal by 
making Israel feel more secure to agree to territorial 
concessions. 

For years, Pentagon experts dismissed Iron Dome as 
doomed to fail and urged Israel to instead try a cheaper U.S. 
approach. Iron Dome faced similar skepticism at home. But an 
Israeli mathematician-general, along with a labor-organizer-
turned-defense-minister, pushed the project through, 
overcoming the opposition of some of Israel's most powerful 
military voices. 

In 2004, then-Brig. Gen. Daniel Gold was named director 
of the Ministry of Defense's Research and Development 
department, responsible for overseeing the development of 
new weapons systems. Mr. Gold, who also has a Ph.D. in 
mathematics, took up the rocket challenge with a zealot's 
gusto, according to people involved in the project. 

That August, he put out a call to defense companies for 
proposed antirocket systems. Few took notice within the 
defense establishment. 

Israel's Hezbollah foes in Lebanon first turned to short-
range rockets in the mid-1990s. The first Hamas-fired 
Palestinian rocket hit Israel in early 2001. The crude 
projectiles rarely hit their intended targets, yet over the years 
they rained down by the thousands—some 4,000 by 2008. 

Almost no one in Israel's military brass believed rocket 
defense could work. Palestinian rockets from Gaza fly 
erratically and can hit Israeli communities within seconds. 
Most are just a few feet long and a few inches wide. 

Gen. Gold and his team, deep in the bowels of the 
Defense Ministry in central Tel Aviv, reviewed the options. 
They considered lasers and giant shotguns. In March 2005, 
they agreed on a patched-together concept for the system that 
would become Iron Dome, drawing on technologies from 
three Israeli defense companies. 

He called up Rafael Advanced Defense Systems Ltd., an 
Israeli weapons maker, and asked the company to head the 

project. A 2008 audit by the Israeli state comptroller, an 
independent government-oversight office, criticized this step, 
saying he bypassed required approvals from the military's 
general staff, the defense minister and the Israeli government. 

That report didn't lead to formal charges of wrongdoing. 
But it fueled years of heated political criticism of the project 
and its backers—showing how close the highly controversial 
Iron Dome idea came to never happening at all. 

Gen. Gold said in an interview that the auditor's report 
misrepresented some facts, declining to be more specific. He 
disputes any allegation that he broke rules, saying he simply 
sidestepped red tape. 

"I just canceled all the unnecessary bureaucracy," Gen. 
Gold said. "I left only the most crucial bureaucracy needed for 
success." 

At the time, according to Gen. Gold as well as to the 
auditor's report, he told Rafael's chairman of the problem that 
no one in the government had agreed to pay for the project. 
Rafael's chairman, Ilan Biran, confirms that account. 

In an interview, Gen. Gold said he told Mr. Biran he 
could use $5 million to $6 million from his research budget to 
get the project started if Rafael would agree to match. Mr. 
Biran said in an interview that he agreed to take the risk after 
his engineers assured him they could pull off the feat. 

It was no ordinary feat. The project's specs demanded a 
system that could continuously scan all of Gaza, detect a 
rocket the instant it was fired, no matter how big or small, 
pinpoint its likely strike location, and finally, if it was going to 
hit a city, blast it out of the sky with a missile. The system 
needed to do all that within about 15 seconds. 

Gen. Gold also said the interceptor missiles would need to 
cost about one-tenth of what your average air-to-air missile 
costs, or else Israel's rocket-flinging foes would be able to 
bankrupt Israel. And instead of taking 10 years or more to 
develop, typical for new weapons systems, Iron Dome needed 
to deploy in half that. 

In the summer of 2006, war broke out with Hezbollah in 
Lebanon. Over the 33 days, Hezbollah fired more than 4,200 
rockets into northern Israel, killing 44 Israelis. Suddenly, 
stopping rockets was a government priority. 

So in August 2006, Gen. Gold and his team briefed the 
man who was then Israel's minister of defense, Amir Peretz, 
on Iron Dome. Mr. Peretz had spent most of his career as a 
labor organizer. As a civilian with little military experience, he 
had been an unlikely choice as defense minister. He hails from 
Sderot, a southern Israeli town that borders Gaza and has born 
the brunt of Palestinian rocket fire. 

During his brief stint as Defense Minister from 2006 to 
2007, Mr. Peretz was well known for a photograph during the 
Lebanon War of him reviewing the battlefield through 
binoculars with lens caps on. When he resigned as defense 
minister in 2007 over his handling of that war, his political 
career seemed doomed. 

In the weeks following the Lebanon War, then-Prime 
Minister Ehud Olmert was briefed on Iron Dome for the first 
time. Nearly all the military advisers in the room slammed the 
project, Mr. Peretz recalled. Mr. Olmert refused to divert 
government funds for Iron Dome, according to Mr. Peretz. 
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Mr. Olmert didn't return calls seeking comment. In an 
interview with the Israeli newspaper Yediot Ahranot, Mr. 
Olmert praised Mr. Peretz's persistence in pushing Iron Dome. 

Instead of scaling back the program, Gen. Gold upped the 
ante. In November 2006, he "directed Rafael to begin full-
scale development of the Iron Dome project when Rafael had 
no order to do so," according to the Israeli comptroller's audit 
report. "The directive was not under his authority," the report 
concluded. 

"I cannot say that the report is wrong," said Yossi 
Drucker, who headed the team at Rafael overseeing the 
system's development. "But if you want to achieve something 
in a very short time…you have sometimes to bypass the 
bureaucracy." 

The gamble paid off. In early 2007, Mr. Peretz threw his 
full ministerial weight behind the project, committing another 
$10 million in Ministry of Defense funds to keep Iron Dome 
alive. The government's auditors later found he violated 
regulations by committing the funds without military or 
government approval for the project. 

But if the government hoped to have enough Iron Dome 
batteries to provide meaningful protection against rockets, it 
would need more money than that. Israel's Defense Ministry 
approached the U.S. administration of President George W. 
Bush with a request for hundreds of millions of dollars for the 
system. The reception at the Pentagon was frosty, according to 
current and former U.S. defense officials. 

Mary Beth Long, the assistant secretary of defense who 
oversaw the Iron Dome review process, sent a team of U.S. 
military engineers to Israel to meet with the developers. After 
the trip, in a meeting in her office, the team voiced skepticism 
about the technology, citing poor performance in initial 
testing, Ms. Long said in an interview. 

Rafael's Mr. Drucker recalls an even harsher U.S. 
response. He said the U.S. team told them: "This is something 
that cannot be done." 

Some U.S. military officials argued that Israel should 
instead consider using a version of the U.S.'s Vulcan Phalanx 
system, which the Army was deploying in Iraq to try to shoot 
down incoming rockets, current and former defense officials 
say. Gen. Gold's team had already considered and dismissed 
the Phalanx system. 

By the end of 2007, Mr. Olmert and Mr. Peretz's 
successor as defense minister, Ehud Barak, had both come 
around to backing Iron Dome. That December, the 
government gave the project its first big cash infusion of 
roughly $200 million. 

As it became clear that Israel was going to be spending 
hundreds of millions of dollars on rocket defense, the industry 
scrambled. Rafael's rivals lobbied for their proposals to be 
reconsidered. 

Israel's government auditors began investigating the 
project and issued a report singling out Gen. Gold for 
launching a billion-dollar project without the necessary 
approvals. "Brig. Gen. Gold decided on the development of 
Iron Dome, determined the timetables and ordered 
predevelopment and full development before the relevant 
authorities had approved the project," the report said. 

But Iron Dome was making lightning progress. An all-star 
team of engineers assembled from across Israeli defense 
companies worked around the clock. Pensioners were called 

out of retirement. The contest to design the warhead for the 
interceptor missile pitted a 25-year-old woman, fresh out of 
university, against a 30-year veteran of Rafael. 

And in 2009, during the first field test, an Iron Dome 
prototype successfully intercepted an incoming rocket. 

Iron Dome got a significant boost soon after President 
Obama came to office in 2009. Mr. Obama visited Sderot as a 
presidential candidate and told his aides to find a way to help 
boost Israel's defenses from the makeshift rockets, his aides 
said, although defense officials at the time still doubted Iron 
Dome was the way. 

As president, Mr. Obama tapped Colin Kahl to run the 
Pentagon office overseeing U.S. military policy in the Middle 
East. Mr. Kahl found the Iron Dome request on his desk, 
decided to take another look and had what he later described 
as a light-bulb moment. "Ding, ding, ding. It just made sense," 
Mr. Kahl said. 

In 2009, the peace process topped Mr. Obama's foreign-
policy agenda. But the administration's call for a freeze in 
Jewish settlement growth badly strained ties with Israel's 
right-wing prime minister, Benjamin Netanyahu. Top Obama 
administration advisers saw supporting Iron Dome as a chance 
to shore up U.S.-Israel security relations and balance some of 
the political strains. 

At the direction of a White House working group headed 
by then-National Security Council senior director Dan Shapiro 
(who today is the U.S. ambassador to Israel), the Pentagon 
sent a team of missile-defense experts to Israel in September 
2009 to re-evaluate Iron Dome. The decision raised eyebrows 
in some Pentagon circles. Iron Dome was still seen as a rival 
to the Phalanx system, and previous assessment teams had 
deemed Iron Dome inferior. 

In its final report, presented to the White House in 
October, the team declared Iron Dome a success, and in many 
respects, superior to Phalanx. Tests showed it was hitting 80% 
of the targets, up from the low teens in the earlier U.S. 
assessment. "They came in and basically said, 'This looks 
much more promising…than our system,' " said Dennis Ross, 
who at the time was one of Mr. Obama's top Middle East 
advisers. 

That summer, Mr. Kahl's office drafted a policy paper 
recommending that the administration support the Israeli 
request for roughly $200 million in Iron Dome funding. 

Mr. Ross said the threat posed by Iran was also part of the 
calculation to invest in Iron Dome. By showing how seriously 
the U.S. took Israel's security needs, the administration hoped 
Israel would "provide us the time and space to see if there was 
a diplomatic way out of the Iranian issue," Mr. Ross said. 

The system went operational in March 2011. It shot down 
its first Palestinian rocket on April 7. Within three days it had 
shot down eight more rockets. But it wasn't until the recent 
Gaza flare-up that the system made its mark on the public 
consciousness. 

Mr. Peretz went to a bar mitzvah earlier this week. When 
the one-time political pariah walked into the reception hall, 
200 people rose to give him a spontaneous standing ovation, 
according to aides in his office. On the fourth day of the war, 
Gen. Gold, now retired, sat at a cafe in central Tel Aviv. Two 
women stopped and asked to have their photographs taken 
with him. 
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10. In Gaza, Hamas Faces Test Of Strategy 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 26 NOV 12) ... Matt Bradley and Charles Levinson 

The flare-up in Gaza has left the territory's Hamas rulers 
at a crossroads: whether they should evolve into a purely 
political group or cling to their role as front-line warriors 
against Israel. 

That tension isn't new to the Islamist movement, but has 
gained a new relevance in the aftermath of the eight-day 
conflict that resulted in an uneasy cease-fire last week. 

Hamas has long been adept at managing dueling identities 
and conflicting regional alliances. The group's leadership 
includes both pragmatic politicians who govern Gaza in the 
more moderate mold of their ideological brethren in Egypt, 
Turkey and Qatar, and hard-line militants backed by Iran, who 
advocate a violent struggle against Israel. 

If the group had hoped to continue to straddle its dueling 
identities, the recent conflict with Israel appears to be forcing 
its hand. 

Israel's aerial blitz on the Gaza Strip, which it said was in 
response to persistent rocket fire into Israel, came as Hamas 
was already struggling to find its footing amid momentous 
change. 

Two years of Arab uprisings have shuffled the group's 
regional ties, as Hamas broke with Syrian President Bashar al-
Assad and began to seek patrons among the newly 
empowered, more moderate Islamist governments. 

Hamas is also in the midst of a succession struggle to see 
who will replace long time leader Khaled Mashaal, who has 
vowed to step aside in the coming months. That struggle pits 
hard-liners favoring an alliance with Iran versus relative 
moderates closer to Egypt and Qatar, as well as Hamas's Gaza-
based leadership against the movement's exiles, who have 
historically led Hamas. 

Israel's top generals said they plotted their offensive in 
Gaza with Hamas's internal struggle in mind. "For this 
operation we want to force them to solve this dilemma: Do 
you want to be a sovereign of your territory or do you want to 
be a terror organization?" a senior Israeli general, a member of 
the joint chiefs of staff, asked last week. 

The movement's direction could have repercussions for 
the region and Israeli-Palestinian peace hopes. If Hamas 
follows the path of its more moderate Arab neighbors, it 
would empower those seeking a negotiated settlement to a 
conflict that has destabilized the region for decades. 

Much hinges on the success of last week's truce. 
If Hamas can show it succeeded in extracting concessions 

from Israel, chiefly an easing of the blockade of Gaza, 
Hamas's moderates are likely to gain clout, analysts say. But if 
the full sea and aerial blockade endures—which Israel says is 
needed to prevent arms from entering the territory—Hamas 
will appear to have abandoned the fight, empowering hard-
liners. 

"I think it's a big opportunity," said Jane Kinninmont, a 
Middle East analyst at London-based Chatham House, a think 
tank. "But it depends on if they can get moving on the cease-
fire to actually make progress for the people of Gaza." 

There are early encouraging signs, say observers. 

Palestinians in Gaza say that Israeli soldiers have allowed 
farmers to till fields closer to the border fence and fisherman 
to trawl nets farther offshore. Israel denies any policy change. 

On Saturday, a leading Muslim cleric in Gaza issued a 
fatwa, or religious edict, declaring that it was every Muslim's 
duty to honor the truce. 

A senior Israeli official said the early indications that 
Hamas intended to live up to its end of the bargain were 
encouraging, but said final judgment will rest on whether 
Hamas sustains the quiet for an extended period of time, not 
just a few days or weeks. 

Hamas's international legitimacy gained a big boost 
during the flare-up. The leaders of Egypt, Turkey and Qatar all 
rallied publicly to its cause. That marked a change of fortunes 
for the group, after years of being ostracized by U.S.-backed 
Arab autocrats that kept Hamas marginalized on the global 
stage. That could bolster Hamas's standing in the eyes of some 
Palestinians, who now see the group as better stewards of their 
interests in the international community than its rival Fatah in 
the West Bank. 

But Hamas's closer ties with that bloc of Sunni Muslim 
nations poses risks to the movement's relationship with Shiite-
ruled Iran. In recent years, Iran has emerged as one of Hamas's 
top patrons, funneling arms and some $120 million a year to 
the movement while its exiled leadership lived in Iran's ally 
Syria, said Ahmed Youssef, a longtime adviser to Hamas 
Prime Minister Ismail Haniyeh. 

After Mr. Mashaal left Syria early this year, Tehran 
withheld Hamas's funding for about four months before 
resuming payments, said Mr. Youssef. 

Egypt, Turkey and Qatar saw the cracks in Hamas's ties 
with Iran, and began a diplomatic effort to coax Hamas to 
come out of the diplomatic cold, even allowing Mr. Mashaal 
to split his time between their capitals in Cairo and Doha. 

Qatar's emir became the first head of state to visit Hamas-
controlled Gaza last month, pledging $400 million in 
infrastructure funding to highlight the Gulf emirate's vision for 
Hamas's future. 

Egyptian President Mohammed Morsi's government has 
taken steps to allow foot traffic through his country's border 
with Gaza and is making plans to open a free-trade zone along 
its border with the blockaded enclave. 

Just as Iran's influence hardened Hamas's militant resolve, 
the rising troika's more moderate, peaceful regional ambitions 
seem to be rubbing off on Mr. Mashaal. Long seen as one of 
the movement's most defiant hard-liners, Mr. Mashaal has 
recently emerged as a more dovish voice within Hamas. 

"Moving Hamas toward a political party rather than a 
militant group—that's the direction Khaled Mashaal wants to 
move the movement," said Shadi Hamid, research director at 
the Brookings Doha Center. 

Mr. Youssef said Mr. Mashaal has become "more 
pragmatic, more moderate, more realistic," thanks to Egypt's 
influence. "You grow up when you deal with politics for many 
years." 

Still, the new alignment remains a work in progress. The 
U.S. and Israel both consider Hamas a terrorist group, and 
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Hamas has not wavered from its stated aim of destroying 
Israel. 

The organization continues to receive funding from Iran. 
A senior Israeli general said that even as the past war was still 

raging, their intelligence showed Iran was actively trying to 
resupply Palestinian militants in Gaza. 
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11. Rebels Claim They Seized Air Bases In Syria 
(NEW YORK TIMES 26 NOV 12) ... Anne Barnard and C. J. Chivers 

BEIRUT, Lebanon — Syrian rebels said they seized an 
important military airport and an air defense base just outside 
Damascus on Sunday, adding to a monthlong string of tactical 
successes — capturing bases, disrupting supply routes and 
seizing weaponry — that demonstrate their ability to erode the 
government’s dominance despite facing withering aerial 
attacks. 

Over the past month, rebels have seized or damaged 
major military bases around the country, making off with 
armored vehicles, antiaircraft weapons and other equipment 
they desperately need to break the stalemate in the grinding 
conflict, which has taken more than 30,000 lives. But they 
have not tried to hold all of the bases, as they become easy 
targets for government airstrikes. 

The capture of the air base near Damascus, Marj al-
Sultan, could be significant because it was one of the principal 
bases used by the Syrian Air Force’s fleet of Mi-8 helicopters, 
said Joseph Holliday, a senior analyst covering Syria for the 
Institute for the Study of War in Washington. The government 
relies on the aircraft to resupply army units and to carry out 
bomb and rocket attacks, especially in the north where 
government forces are increasingly isolated and air power is 
the main way to harass the rebels. 

Still, despite videos of rebels seizing weapons caches, 
analysts said the recent successes appeared unlikely to 
produce a sudden shift in the balance of power, since the 
government seems to be consolidating its forces to defend core 
areas. 

Mr. Holliday said the events of recent weeks underscored 
the arc of the conflict since late spring: The rebels have been 
gaining strength and becoming more organized, he said, and 
the government forces have been slowly contracting under 
pressure. 

The government’s continued loss of bases, however, 
raises questions about how long it will be able to operate in 
the northern provinces of Idlib and Aleppo. Ground supply 
routes linking those provinces to Damascus, the capital, have 
slowly been cut off throughout the spring and summer, as 
rebels have mastered the use of roadside bombs and gradually 
overrun government bases and checkpoints along the way. 

“The real question,” Mr. Holliday said, “is when the 
regime will start to pull out of the north.” 

Rebels have assaulted Taftanaz air base in Idlib, and 
captured two major bases and an oil field in the eastern 
province of Deir al-Zour and a large base outside Aleppo, 
Syria’s largest city. 

Striking at government air power is militarily and 
psychologically important for the rebels, for whom aircraft 
pose a significant threat because of their firepower and 
unlimited reach. Yet the rebels have so far been unable, 
because of international reluctance and opposition disunity, to 
obtain significant amounts of antiaircraft weaponry that could 
help them turn the tide in the conflict, which began as a protest 

movement and gradually turned into a civil war after soldiers 
fired on demonstrators. 

The battle for the air base on Sunday was part of a day of 
intense military activity that showed the level of chaos that has 
come to be expected even near the heart of President Bashar 
al-Assad’s government. 

By day’s end, rebels claimed to have seized three military 
installations, including the Marj al-Sultan airfield, and 11 
mobile antiaircraft guns, and blamed the government for the 
bombing of a playground that killed eight children, whose 
bloodied bodies were shown in an online video. 

Video of the rebel attack on the airport, in a suburb called 
Eastern Ghouta, showed a fighter firing a rocket-propelled 
grenade by night and helicopters on the tarmac silhouetted by 
flames. In later clips, rebels marched toward an apparently 
undamaged helicopter and moved freely among radar dishes 
positioned atop sand berms. One video shows a jubilant 
parade of honking vans and motorcycles trailed behind a 
dozen men riding atop an armored vehicle down a city street. 

It remained unclear, however, whether the government 
had moved its working helicopters elsewhere before the rebels 
arrived, and whether the government might be able to reclaim 
the territory. 

On Sunday evening, according to antigovernment 
activists and videos, rebels took over the base of the Rahbeh 
air defense battalion in Deir al-Suleimen, which housed 
antiaircraft weapons. In a video said to have been shot there, 
the voice of a man off camera trembled with excitement as he 
showed a row of armored vehicles, which he said were 
Russian-made “Shilka” antiaircraft weapons. In the dark it was 
unclear if the weapons were what the rebels claimed or 
whether they could use them. 

Rebels also seized a training facility in nearby Douma 
that belonged to a pro-Assad Palestinian group, the Popular 
Front for the Liberation of Palestine, whose members have 
clashed recently with rebels, according to an activist reached 
in Douma and the British-based Syrian Observatory for 
Human Rights, which tracks the conflict. The activist said that 
government security troops and Palestinians inside the facility 
were released after turning over their weapons. 

The rebel claims were impossible to verify because of the 
Syrian government’s restrictions on journalists. 

Video from the playground, which activists said was 
taken in the village of Dayr al-Asafir close to the Marj al-
Sultan air base, showed at least half a dozen children who 
were dead or wounded from what activists said was a cluster 
bomb. The asphalt was pockmarked and littered with bomb 
casings. 

On the ground lay two children: a young girl, identified as 
Anoud Mohammed, in a purple sweatsuit, and a child who 
appeared to be a toddler in a red sweater, their eyes open and 
staring. Around them people were carrying the limp bodies of 
other children whose bare feet were smeared with blood, as a 
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woman knelt beside Anoud and screamed at the sky. In a later 
video, Anoud lay dead in a hospital. 

“What’s her fault, this child?” a man’s voice shouted. 
“What’s her fault, Bashar, this little girl?” 

An activist with the opposition Damascus Media Office 
who gave her name as Lena said “residents believe this 
massacre was in retaliation” for the airport attack. Referring to 
the Free Syrian Army, the loose-knit rebel umbrella group, she 
said, “Whenever the F.S.A. does something big, we expect a 
massacre.” 

She also said an activist journalist was wounded in 
shelling on Sunday in the area. “We are like 50 now; in the 
end we will be 10,” she said. “It’s like a movie where people 
die, but only a few make it until the end.” 

The rebels made efforts on Sunday to offset a recent video 
that surfaced of fighters executing prisoners. The footage 
released Sunday showed a wounded government soldier said 
to have been captured at Marj al-Sultan air base being treated 
by a medical team traveling with the rebel attackers. 

But voices can also be heard interrogating the man, asking 
him about tactical information as well as his name, 
background and the situation in his hometown. Off camera, 
someone says: “Watch, people. Watch Assad’s dogs! How 
we’re treating them with tenderness.” 

Anne Barnard reported from Beirut, and C. J. Chivers 
from the United States. Reporting was contributed by Hwaida 
Saad, Hania Mourtada and Hala Droubi from Beirut. 
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AFGHANISTAN: 
12. Afghan Clash Raises Sectarian Fears 
Melee Between Shiite and Sunni Students Over Religious Custom Adds to Concern Over Coalition's Exit. 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 26 NOV 12) ... Maria Abi-Habib and Ziaulhaq Sultani 

KABUL—Afghanistan's sectarian tensions boiled over 
this weekend when university students split between the two 
main Muslim sects attacked each other, leaving one dead and 
27 wounded, and stoking fears the violence could reopen old 
civil-war fault-lines. 

Students commemorating Ashura—a Shiite religious day 
of mourning—were prevented by their Sunni peers from 
celebrating at dormitories housing students from four of 
Kabul's major universities, both Shiite and Sunni students 
said. 

The students say they were being discriminated against 
for their religious beliefs and called in reinforcements from 
nearby Hazara communities, which are predominantly Shiite. 
Hundreds of people, not all of them students, were involved in 
the clashes. 

After Saturday's bloodshed, Afghanistan's ministry of 
higher education suspended classes at all four universities, 
including Kabul University, for 10 days, to fix the damage at 
the campus and to wait for tensions between students to cool, 
interior ministry spokesman Sediq Sediqi said. Students living 
at the dormitories have been asked to find temporary 
accommodation. 

On Sunday morning, police created a cordon around the 
badly damaged dormitories, whose windows were mostly 
shattered, allowing students to enter one by one to collect their 
belongings. 

Many of the students interviewed as they stood waiting to 
enter the dorms said they didn't think the sectarian tensions 
would ease. "There is discrimination against Hazaras, and 
students coming from other provinces think we aren't Muslim. 
I don't think the Shiite and Sunni students can live together in 
same dormitories," said Ali Jan, 24 years old, a Hazara 
psychology student from Bamiyan province, the Hazara 
heartland. 

Saturday's bloodshed comes shortly after gunbattles 
paralyzed swaths of Kabul in September, sparked by a minor 
traffic incident that pitted the Hazara population against Tajiks 
from the Panjshir valley. This weekend's clashes again saw 

Hazara students fighting Sunnis from Afghanistan's Tajik and 
Pashtun ethnicities, witnesses said. 

Afghanistan was plunged into civil war in 1992, after the 
Soviet-backed Communist government collapsed, and rival 
Tajik, Hazara, Pashtun and Uzbek warlords battled for power, 
leaving most of Kabul in rubble. 

Many Afghans are fearful of a similar conflict as the U.S.-
led military coalition prepares to withdraw most of its forces 
in 2014. 

"We are worried about 2014, when foreign forces leave," 
said Burhanuddin, 23, a first-year medical student who is 
Sunni and goes by one name. "The majority of students think 
they need to prepare themselves for civil war again because 
the government has lost the trust of the people and they are not 
capable. They couldn't even quiet down [Saturday's] small 
dispute." 

Afghanistan's Hazaras are still reeling from two major 
bombings that targeted their community as they gathered to 
commemorate Ashura last year, killing about 60, many 
women and children. Lashkar-e-Taiba, a Pakistani militant 
Sunni extremist group, claimed responsibility for the attack. 
Many Sunni extremists view Shiites as heretics. 

Across the Islamic world, tensions between Sunnis and 
Shiites are on the rise, especially as the Sunni-led insurgency 
in Syria, backed by Sunni powers such as Turkey, Saudi 
Arabia and Qatar, is trying to overthrow President Bashar al-
Assad, who is backed by Shiite Iran and himself belongs to an 
offshoot sect of Shiite Islam. 

Saturday's incident began, witnesses and police said, at 
about 3:30 p.m. as Hazara students gathered at the dormitories' 
mosque to commemorate Ashura, which marks the death of 
the Prophet Muhammad's grandson Hussein. They prepared to 
flagellate themselves—a tradition that, some Sunnis believe, 
violates Islamic law. 

They were swiftly blocked by Sunni students, resulting in 
minor skirmishes that appeared to be quickly quelled once 
Afghanistan's minister of higher education arrived to mediate 
between the two groups, Shiite and Sunni students involved 
said. 
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But by that point, Hazara students—always sensitive to 
discrimination against their religious beliefs—had called in 
reinforcements, with hundreds rushing to the campus wielding 
sticks and waving the flag of Hussein, a symbol of their 
Ashura mourning ceremonies that day, witnesses said. 

Police reinforcements were called to secure the scene, 
about 200 working to prevent the crowd from descending on 
the university, interior ministry officials said. By 4:30 p.m., 
clashes were raging inside the dormitories, which house about 
4,000 students. The police were spread too thin to contain the 
situation both inside and outside the building. 

At about 7:30 p.m. police stabilized the situation inside 
the dormitory. But roughly a hundred Hazaras living near the 

university again tried to storm the dorms, throwing rocks at 
the police. The police shot in the air, dispersing the crowd 
about 15 minutes later for a second and final time. 

The incidents of sectarian tensions in Kabul that are 
becoming more frequent create a vicious circle, analysts say. 
"Every time something like this happens, it becomes easier for 
it to happen again. It makes it part of the story and part of 
what maybe needs to be avenged," said Martine van Bijlert, 
the co-director of the Kabul-based Afghanistan Analysts 
Network. "If you get too many of such incidents, it becomes 
easier for them to spread and get out of control." 
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PERSONNEL: 
13. Smart Career Moves For 2013 Ratings 
The best to move out of and the best to move into 
(NAVY TIMES 03 DEC 12) ... Mark Faram 

The Navy is experiencing an advancements boom. 
It started last spring, when petty officer promotions 

jumped about 50 percent, and then in the summer, E-6s had a 
strong, 24 percent shot at making chief. 

Fall petty officer numbers went even higher, resulting in 
an overall 33 percent chance to advance, the best chance in 
more than a decade. The chief advancements for fiscal 2013 
are expected to drop only slightly from fiscal 2012’s figure. 

These positive promotion numbers, Navy officials have 
said, are a sign of stabilized manning. It’s refreshing news 
after a few tough years that saw overmanned ratings, lower 
advancements, fewer reenlistment approvals and the cutting of 
nearly 3,000 sailors under two enlisted retention boards. 

But just because those days are over doesn’t mean 
everyone can rest easy. Some ratings remain overmanned, 
potentially putting sailors at risk. 

No matter how positive the times may be, there will 
always be sailors who have to make tough decisions, 
explained Capt. Hank Roux, the Navy’s head community 
manager, based in Millington, Tenn. 

Knowing when or if a sailor should make a move requires 
the proper intelligence. To help, Roux spoke with Navy Times 
to outline some of the best career moves that sailors, E-6 and 
below, can make to ensure they remain promotable — and in 
the Navy. 

“We don’t want to force anybody to do anything, but if 
they’re in a rate that’s clearly below the Navy average in 
advancement, then they could be facing some hard choices,” 
Roux said. “Ultimately, it comes down to one fundamental 
question: Do you want to stay in the Navy, or do you want to 
stay in your rate?” Roux highlighted the 10 ratings most at risk 
in terms of over manning. Conversely, he’s also provided the 
top 10 wide open ratings that could be worth converting into. 
In some cases, job security also comes with bonus money. 

For nonrated sailors, Roux also provided the top 10 
ratings that will give junior sailors a big head start for 
fostering successful careers. 

The community manager said the service is committed to 
providing sailors in all of the above situations with help 
making career decisions, and sailors should not hesitate to 

contact Millington if they have any questions. To reach a 
manager, visit 
www.public.navy.mil/bupersnpc/enlisted/community and click 
on your community. 

And it’s not just individual sailors who need to track the 
Navy’s needs and overages in the enlisted career force, he 
stressed. Deckplate leaders, too, need to be knowledgeable, 
not only for managing their own careers, but also to properly 
advise those who work for them. 

We’ll now delve deeper. Here’s what you can do to 
determine: 

 Whether your rating is at risk. 

 Where you should convert. 

 And for those nonrates, how to get on the right career 
track. 

Know Your Risk 
Though personnel officials focused over the past few 

years on evening out the enlisted workforce, there remain 
overmanned ratings that span many communities. 

Before sailors in these ratings make career decisions, they 
need to do their homework. 

“The key to the top 10 convert out ratings is that the over 
manning is in specific year groups and sailors need to be 
aware of where they are and what the manning is for their year 
group,” Roux said. 

Your year group is the year in which you entered the 
Navy. But for those with broken service, that year is adjusted 
to reflect total years of active service. Year groups have long 
been used by officials to manage the officer corps, but they are 
a relatively new dynamic in the enlisted workforce. Only since 
October 2010 have officials really shifted from managing 
ratings as a whole to eyeing the numbers of sailors in each 
year of service. 

If you don’t know what year group you are in, now is the 
time to find out, Roux said. The place to start is with your 
chain of command — specifically your command career 
counselor. 
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But Roux also encouraged sailors wanting to assess their 
personal career outlook to communicate with their community 
managers — and the earlier the better. 

Though sailors must be within a year of rotating from 
their current billet before they can request to convert, you can 
start laying the groundwork long before that. 

“The first thing they should do is talk to the community 
manager of the rating they would like to get out of, and then 
next to the community manager of the rating they would like 
to go into,” Roux said. “We strongly encourage them to do 
this. That way there’s no false hope out there as to what’s 
possible.” Whether their current rating is overmanned or not, 
their current rating’s community manager has the biggest vote 
on whether they will be allowed to convert out. 

“If the losing [enlisted community manager] can afford to 
lose them, and the gaining ECM really needs them, then they 
will work together to counsel that sailor on what they should 
do next,” he said. The next steps in the process are to make 
sure your Armed Services Vocational Aptitude Battery test 
scores are at the right level for the new rating. Also, find out if 
your new rating will require a security clearance. If so, that 
process should be started. 

Sailors should also start studying the Navy’s 
correspondence courses for their new rating. 

Mid-Career Conversions 
When it comes to converting to a new rating, petty 

officers often go through the Perform to Serve reenlistment 
approval system, which ranks sailors up for reenlistment by 
rating, paygrade and years of service. 

But that requires a sailor to be within a year of his end-of-
service date. 

“I realize that PTS has a negative connotation because of 
the [low reup approval rates of the] last couple fiscal years,” 
Roux said. “The reality is the program was originally set up to 
move sailors from overmanned ratings into undermanned 
ratings, and it’s already really returned to that primary focus 
over the past year.” Roux said it’s his desire that all 
conversions go through PTS, but he realizes that’s not always 
possible, given where a sailor is in his career. 

For that reason, the service also offers the chance for 
sailors to avoid PTS and apply for lateral conversions by 
applying directly to community managers, providing they are 
within a year of rotating from their current billet. 

Regardless of the method used to convert, Roux said 
communication between community managers is the key to 
sailors getting exactly what they want and increasing their 
chances of continuing their career in uniform. 

If applying for conversion through PTS, sailors should 
apply for the maximum of three ratings to enhance their 
chances of getting picked to convert. 

“It’s up to commands and individuals to ensure that 
sailors are fully qualified for what they’re applying for,” Roux 
added. “The biggest sticking points are usually [ASVAB] test 
scores not being high enough to qualify, as well as having 
security clearance in ratings that require it.” 

Tips For The Nonrates 
At any given time, the Navy has roughly 12,000 sailors 

who are basic airmen, seamen and firemen enlisted as part of 

the Professional Apprenticeship Career Track, or PACT, 
program. 

Those sailors primarily fill the bulk of junior billets in 
deck and air departments, as well as augmenting the 
engineering force with basic watch standers. 

But unlike the Navy’s old general detail sailors of 10 
years ago, these sailors come to the fleet with an enlistment 
contract guaranteeing they’ll get plugged into a rating by the 
time they are two years into their initial fleet assignment. 

All get two weeks of basic community-based training in 
aviation, deck or engineering skills and then go to the fleet in 
search of what their actual rating will be. 

“The average sailor is getting rated at the 16-month point, 
so we’re actually doing really well here,” Roux said. “Those 
who don’t, usually fall out because of disciplinary action, or 
they’ve become unqualified for ratings because of other 
reasons.” Here, as with petty officer conversions, the major 
stumbling blocks to getting rated are test scores and security 
clearances. 

Officials have focused hard on ensuring sailors have the 
best chance at finding a rating home. Each month, they list on 
the Web every rating that has openings for these entry-level 
sailors, allowing sailors to apply for up to three choices. 

“We project out two months worth of quotas on the 
website at any given time, but we rework them again each 
month so sailors can adjust their applications based on our 
needs,” Roux said. Sailors can get into a rating one of three 
ways. 

They can attend an “A” school, pass a Navy-wide 
advancement exam or be designated by commands. 

Roux said commands need to take more advantage of this 
last method. 

“For a majority of our rates, there is no A school required, 
so those sailors don’t have to wait for the advancement exam 
if the command has a billet and that sailor has been working in 
that billet.” Community manager approval is still required, but 
Roux said if the commanding officer recommends it, the 
manager will most often approve that request. 

Too many commands hold out for “that A school 
graduate,” Roux said. The belief is that these sailors are 
already fully trained, something Roux said isn’t true. 

“I understand that, but the reality is that kid who’s been 
doing the job for a year is miles ahead of that A school 
graduate in their knowledge level of the rating and the mission 
of the command.” Officials also try to accommodate sailors 
who find themselves on the wrong apprenticeship track and 
allow many sailors to switch among the airman, seaman and 
fireman programs. 

“We generally need those PACT sailors to strike for 
ratings in their [initial concentration] area, so we take each 
request to switch on a case-by-case basis,” Roux said. 

But again, the key is the command effectively 
communicating the reasons for its request to the community 
manager. 

“We look at that every month, and we try to be as liberal 
as we can,” he said. “If the command comes in and tells us the 
sailor has been working in that job for a year, we’ll let them 
switch because it just makes sense, as the captain knows better 
what the talents of that particular sailor are.” 
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14. Va. Beach-Based SEAL Killed In Afghanistan 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 26 NOV 12) ... Jeff Sheler 

VIRGINIA BEACH – A Navy SEAL based in Virginia 
Beach was killed this weekend during a firefight in 
Afghanistan, the Department of Defense announced Sunday. 

Petty Officer 1st Class Kevin R. Ebbert, 32, of Arcata, 
Calif., died Saturday of a gunshot wound in Uruzgan province, 
a department spokesman said. Ebbert was based at Joint 
Expeditionary Base Little Creek. 

No other details were available. 
"Our thoughts and prayers are with the family and friends 

of our teammate who has made the ultimate sacrifice," Capt. 
Robert Smith, commander of Naval Special Warfare Group 2, 
said in a statement. 
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15. Congress To Decide On 2013 Tricare Rx Fee Hikes 
(MILITARY UPDATE 24 NOV 12) ... Tom Philpott 

The House and Senate will decide in the next few weeks 
how military pharmacy fees will be raised in 2013, a step that 
arguably will be the most significant taken to date to slow 
growth in military healthcare budgets. 

Out-of-pocket costs for military families and retirees who 
have prescriptions filled in the TRICARE network of retail 
pharmacies depend on final language in the fiscal 2013 
Defense Authorization Act. Congress intends to pass a final 
defense bill by mid-December. 

The House-passed plan for pharmacy fees could win over 
Senate colleagues during final negotiations on the bill. It 
already is more palatable with military associations. It calls for 
more modest co-pay hikes than proposed by the Obama 
administration. But it would achieve the same first-year 
savings by requiring beneficiaries 65 and older to use the 
TRICARE mail order pharmacy program for refills of all 
maintenance drugs, those that control chronic conditions like 
high blood pressure and diabetes. 

Any brand name prescription filled by mail rather than in 
drug stores or supermarkets saves the department 27 percent, 
on average, said Rear Adm. Thomas J. McGinnis, chief of 
pharmaceutical operations for TRICARE. 

Officially the administration continues back the pharmacy 
fee increases it unveiled last spring. Prescriptions would 
remain free on base, and the co-pay for generic drugs would 
stay at $5 at retail outlets. But the administration plans to raise 
the $12 co-pay at retail to $26 for brand names on the military 
formulary. The formulary is the department's list of approved 
drugs based on price and effectiveness. The administration 
also wants to ban retail outlets from filling prescriptions for 
non-formulary drugs, forcing beneficiaries to use mail order 
for the most costly brand name medicines. 

Also the new higher co-pays would climb by $2 more 
each year until reaching $34 in 2016. After that, they would be 
adjusted yearly based on overall medical inflation. Co-pays for 
brand name drugs at mail order also would jump to $26 from 
$9, for a 90-day supply, and then climb slowly to $34 by 
October 2016, under the administration's plan. 

TRICARE already has authority to make these changes. 
The question is will Congress step in and modify the plan. The 
Senate Armed Services Committee, in marking up its version 
of the 2013 National Defense Authorization Act, stayed silent 
on the issue. So unless the bill is amended on the floor next 
week to interfere with the plan, the Senate will signal 
TRICARE to proceed with planned fee changes. Last June, the 
department even published a proposed regulation to do so, and 
invited public comment. 

It withdrew the proposed regulation when the House 
passed in its version of the defense bill with an alternative 
pharmacy fee plan. The House proposes bumping the co-pay 
for formulary brand names at retail only to $17 versus $26 
proposed by the administration. It also would continue to 
allow prescriptions for non-formulary drugs to be filled at 
retail, but would raise the co-pay for these more costly drugs 
to $44 versus the current charge of $25. 

More significantly, the House plan would limit future co-
pay increases to the annual percentage cost-of-living 
adjustments to military retired pay. 

Given actions to date by the House and the Senate 
committee, some retail pharmacy fee increases are a certainty. 
The battle ahead is details. 

After the Senate passes its defense bill, a House-Senate 
conference committee will smooth out any differences, 
including on pharmacy co-pays. McGinnis suggested the 
House plan could take longer to implement, delaying new fees 
perhaps until April 1, given the requirement that beneficiaries 
65 and older use mail order for maintenance drugs. 

"We would have to do a contract modification with 
Express Scripts," he said, referring to the company that 
administers TRICARE pharmacy programs, "so that would 
take a little bit longer to implement." 

Also there would have to be an aggressive information 
program to explain to senior beneficiaries that prescription 
refills must be filled by mail order. The House bill would set 
this requirement for at least a year. But McGinnis said once 
beneficiaries try mail order, 98 percent of them like it and 
choose to continue to use mail order over their local 
pharmacies. 

If the House plan does prevail, elderly beneficiaries will 
have time to absorb details before it starts. One of those details 
is certain to be a "fail safe" provision that would allow a 
patient to get a 30-day supply of any maintenance drug at 
retail if there's a hitch in the mail order process. 

TRICARE estimates that it pays an average of $324 every 
three months for a brand name medication filled at retail but 
the cost falls to between $233 and $239 through mail order or 
if filled on base. If beneficiaries ask for a generic substitute for 
any brand name drug, the department three-month cost falls to 
about $60. 

Beneficiaries too save money with mail order because, for 
the same co-pay prescriptions typically are filled for 90 days 
versus 30 days at retail. And generic drugs are provided at no 
charge through mail order. 

Given the incentives and the convenience of mail order, 
McGinnis said usage has popped within the military 
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community over the past year. In June of 2011, a million 
prescriptions a month were filled by mail. That monthly total 
has climbed since then to about 1.5 million. 

McGinnis said the departure of Walgreens from the 
TRICARE retail network last January helped in that regard. 
Many former Walgreens customers shifted to mail order and 
liked it, McGinnis said. 

"We are not getting any complaints from anybody. That 
really worked out well [and] saved us a lot of money," the 
pharmacy chief said. 

Without Walgreens, the retail network still meets contract 
requirements for serving beneficiaries, McGinnis said. In 
urban areas, 91 percent of beneficiaries must live within two 
miles of a pharmacy. In the suburbs, 95 percent must live 
within five miles and in rural areas, 95 percent of beneficiaries 
must be within 15 miles of a network pharmacy. 

Without Walgreens, the network still has 57,600 
pharmacies. To put that into perspective, McGinnis said, there 
are 36,000 grocery stores, 14,000 McDonalds and 11,000 
Starbucks in the United States. 
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CONGRESS / BUDGET: 
16. Packed Agenda Awaits Lame-Duck Congress 
(DEFENSE NEWS 26 NOV 12) ... John T. Bennett 

U.S. lawmakers return this week for a five-week lame-
duck session that is anything but lame for the Pentagon and 
defense sector, with high-profile issues hanging in the balance. 

Both chambers are expected to be gaveled out of session 
for the final time in the 112th Congress around Dec. 25, and 
it’s anyone’s guess whether President Barack Obama will be 
able to sign several pieces of legislation the defense sector 
considers crucial before 2013. 

There are increasing signs that Obama and congressional 
leaders are keen to find a way to keep the nation from 
plummeting off a so-called fiscal cliff Jan. 2. But it is still an 
open question whether Congress will, for the first time in a 
half century, fail to pass a major Pentagon policy bill. 

Obama has opened talks with House and Senate leaders 
about how to avoid allowing a slew of tax cuts to expire at 
year’s end while twin $500 billion cuts to planned domestic 
and defense spending are set to kick in. Obama and those 
lawmakers expressed confidence following a Nov. 16 White 
House meeting that they can reach the kind of $1.2 trillion 
deficit-cutting deal needed to avoid the cuts. 

“No one wants this [sequestration] to happen,” one 
congressional aide said last week. 

There is growing optimism in Washington that after four 
years of bitter partisanship, the two political parties will strike 
either a grand bargain or a smaller package sometime next 
year. 

But it’s unclear just how they will get there. What’s most 
likely is that during December, Congress passes and Obama 
signs legislation that extends at least some of the tax cuts and 
delays the defense and domestic cuts. 

Insiders say the mood on Capitol Hill has changed since 
the Nov. 6 election gave Obama a second term and Democrats 
picked up more seats than expected in both chambers. Some 
Republicans, including House Speaker John Boehner, 

R-Ohio, and Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell, 
R-Ky., said they are open to new federal revenues — 
something the GOP has long objected to. 

The defense and domestic cuts would be carried out 
through a process known as sequestration, which has become 
the most feared word in defense circles. 

“Sequestration is not going to happen,” said Gordon 
Adams of American University, who oversaw defense 

budgeting for the Clinton administration. “I’d say it’s a 10 
percent chance.” 

Adams sees one of two scenarios playing out. The two 
sides could write legislative language with deficit-reduction 
targets that states how much defense and domestic spending 
must shrink. This kind of deal would “throw it to the relevant 
congressional committees for things like entitlements and tax 
reform.” 

Alternatively, “the White House and the [congressional] 
leaders cherry pick the possible,” meaning items both parties 
can support. “So you wouldn’t get everything, but you would 
achieve the [deficit-reduction] target.” 

Defense Authorization Bill 
Senate Armed Services Committee Chairman Carl Levin, 

D-Mich., and ranking member John McCain, R-Ariz., often 
note this would be the first time in 50 years a Congress has 
failed to send the president a defense authorization bill. 

Levin expects the Pentagon policy legislation to reach the 
Senate floor when Congress returns from a weeklong 
Thanksgiving break. The legislation had been held up for 
months. Levin said Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid, D-
Nev., said that floor debate must be limited to about three 
days. 

Just as it appeared the upper chamber was ready to act on 
the defense bill, Sen. Rand Paul, R-Ky., revealed he is holding 
up its movement because of worries about terrorist detainee 
policies, according to media reports. However, McCain and 
Levin may be able to accommodate Paul’s wants as they scrub 
amendments and set up the coming floor debate. 

Because the legislation is considered a must-pass bill, 
some congressional sources and observers believe the Senate 
will work on the legislation as leaders and the White House 
work on a fiscal cliff avoidance plan. 

The House months ago passed its version of the bill, and 
some major policy differences between the two are expected. 
Can the House and Senate Armed Services committees 
hammer out a final version before the chambers leave 
Washington? 

“Look, everyone on this side of the campus understands 
how important this legislation is,” one senior House Armed 
Services Committee aide told Defense News. “We just need 
the Senate to act, and we’re ready to move quickly to 
conference.” 
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17. Levin: Defense Employees Should Be Worried About Sequestration 
(POLITICO 25 NOV 12) ... Tim Mak 

Sen. Carl Levin (D-Mich.) warned on Sunday that those 
employed in the defense industry should be worried about the 
possibility of sequestration. 

"You should be worried if you have a defense job," the 
chairman of the Senate Armed Services Committee said on 
NBC’s “Meet the Press.” 

The looming fiscal cliff includes an automatic cut to 
Defense Department budget of $500 billion over 10 years, 
starting on Jan. 2. if not averted by Congress action. 

“The key here is whether or not the Republicans will 
move away from the ideologically rigid position, which has 
been the Grover Norquist pledge, which most of them signed, 
that they will not go for additional revenues,” Levin said. 

Levin said that taxes on the wealthy should go up — 
either effective tax rates or real tax rates — and that loopholes 
needed to be closed on “offshore loopholes.” 
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18. In The Eye Of The Sequestration Storm: Pentagon Comptroller Robert Hale 
(POLITICO 26 NOV 12) ... Kate Brannen 

If sequestration took effect it would be a messy, 
complicated affair, and no one understands this better than 
Robert Hale. As the Pentagon’s top money man, he stands 
squarely in the middle of a budget storm. 

It’s buffeting the Defense Department in two different 
ways: While Hale works to understand exactly how 
sequestration would blow up the Pentagon’s 2013 budget 
plans, he’s also putting the final touches on a budget for the 
next fiscal year. 

Of course, he’s doing this with little guidance from 
Congress, which has yet to pass a defense authorization bill or 
an appropriations bill. 

“We’ve described this as 'the perfect storm' — and we’re 
in the storm. We just have to do our best to work through it,” 
Hale said in an exclusive interview with POLITICO. 

Even before Thanksgiving had passed, Hale was already 
thinking about his Christmas wish list. This year it’s simple. 

“All I want from Congress for Christmas is a more 
orderly budget process,” he said. 

Those familiar with his job don’t blame him, saying Hale 
is under extraordinary pressure in a job that already carries 
huge responsibility, if little glamour. 

“I think with that job, given all the things that he’s 
balancing, I’m literally amazed that he can get through the day 
and I’m even more amazed that he can remain optimistic — 
and he clearly still expresses optimism,” said David Berteau, 
who served in the Pentagon for 12 years in senior positions 
and is now a defense analyst at the Center for Strategic and 
International Studies. 

With the stress high and the work days long, few envy 
Hale’s position, but they do believe he is the best guy for the 
job. 

For years, Hale worked as the comptroller and assistant 
secretary of the Air Force for financial management, a job in 
which he was responsible for annual budgets of more than $70 
billion. 

Before that, he headed the national security division at the 
Congressional Budget Office. And, early on in his career, Hale 
spent three years as an active-duty officer in the U.S. Navy 
and as a staff analyst at the Center for Naval Analyses. 

“Given the situation that the country is in, he’s as well-
qualified as anybody I know to do the job,” said former 
Pentagon comptroller Dov Zakheim. 

“When I was comptroller, we were increasing the 
budget,” Zakheim said. “I have to say, it’s a lot easier to 

increase the budget and give money out than decrease the 
budget and take money back.” 

Because sequestration allows the Pentagon minor 
flexibility in how to apply the spending cuts — particularly in 
its operations and maintenance accounts — Hale would have 
to oversee some “really, really tough choices,” said Zakheim, 
who recently served as a national security adviser to 
Republican presidential hopeful Mitt Romney. 

“It’s a massively difficult job,” Zakheim said. 
And it’s not one that gets a lot of credit. 
“Once you get outside the very, very small community of 

— not even national security specialists — but really people 
who know budgets, the job isn’t recognized for what it is. 
There’s no question about this,” Zakheim said. 

Many people hear “comptroller” and think accountant, 
someone who makes sure the spreadsheets add up at the end of 
the day. 

But at the Pentagon, “the comptroller is also the chief 
financial officer and manages a budget of over half a trillion 
dollars a year, which is bigger than any Fortune 500 
company,” Zakheim said. 

In many administrations, the comptroller is the third most 
powerful civilian position at the Pentagon, behind the 
secretary and the deputy, said Berteau. “This becomes even 
more true when there’s less money.” 

Today, that’s certainly the case. 
In compliance with the Budget Control Act, passed last 

summer, the Pentagon is planning to cut $487 billion from its 
projected spending over the next 10 years. The 2013 budget, 
which was delivered to the Hill last February, was the first 
budget that began to implement these cuts. 

The fate of that $614 billion budget, which includes 
funding for Afghanistan, is now completely up in the air. 

If sequestration is allowed to happen on Jan. 2, the 
Pentagon will have to scramble to cut an additional $52 billion 
from it. Plus, the 2014 budget, which Hale is finishing up right 
now, would have to be completely revamped if Congress were 
serious about enforcing sequestration. 

But this won’t all happen right away, Hale said. “It’s 
important to realize that there will be no cataclysmic events on 
the morning of Jan. 3.” 

Today, the Pentagon, along with the rest of the 
government, is under strict orders not to do detailed budget 
planning for sequestration. 

If sequestration kicks in, the Pentagon would move 
quickly to this level of in-depth planning, Hale said. 
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“It will take a while. It won’t happen in a couple of days. 
It would take us a couple of weeks, I’d imagine. We’d also 
have to provide the services guidance as to the things to 
protect and maybe some things to emphasize in terms of 
cutbacks.” 

The Pentagon would likely have to move quickly to 
implement a hiring freeze, but it would take much longer to 
determine how many people and who exactly would need to 
be furloughed, Hale said. 

Once the Pentagon determined who it could afford to 
furlough, it would need to notify Congress and the various 
workers' unions. 

According to Hale, this could take a number of months. 
“The world won’t be all that dramatically different on Jan. 

3. There will be some glum faces — mine among them — if 
this really happens, but we’ll do our thing. We’ll obey the 
law,” he said. 
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AIRCRAFT CARRIERS: 
19. ‘Big E’ Retires 
Enterprise’s last deployment was a busy one 
(NAVY TIMES 03 DEC 12) ... Sam Fellman 

ABOARD THE AIRCRAFT CARRIER ENTERPRISE 
— It may be 51 years old, but this flattop is fast. The 
supercarrier proved that once again the day before pulling into 
Norfolk, Va., from its final deployment. 

Rumors once held “Big E” to be one of the fleet’s fastest 
ships, capable of sailing nearly 50 miles an hour. After 25 
deployments, the Enterprise — powered by a whopping eight 
reactors — still packs a punch. 

“We did a speed run yesterday,” said Capt. Bill Hamilton, 
the ship’s commanding officer, after the ship pulled in Nov. 4. 
“We basically set the speed record with it. So it might be 51 
years old, but this crew — this fantastic crew — kept her 
going better than new.” Officials originally thought Enterprise 
wouldn’t make its final deployment. But after investing more 
than $600 million in an extended overhaul before its 24th 
cruise, Navy leaders realized Enterprise had enough grit — 
and reactor fuel — to head out one more time. 

“We wanted to get every ounce of operation out of her,” 
said Rear Adm. Ted Carter, the last commander of the 
Enterprise Carrier Strike Group. “And it isn’t just that she 
made it across that finish line. She made a deployment where 
she was the most operationally significant and relevant vessel 
on the water.” Jets launched from its deck in the Persian Gulf 
strafed Taliban targets in southern Afghanistan. These combat 
sorties were a closing chapter in Enterprise’s storied history. 
The flattop patrolled in the blockade during the Cuban Missile 
Crisis, and its aircrews launched planes into conflicts from 
Vietnam and Desert Storm to Iraq. On the final deployment, 
which lasted eight months, its ship drivers drove through the 
Strait of Hormuz 10 times — double the typical number — in 
a show of maritime dominance to Iran. 

Enterprise has always been audacious, its existence proof 
that nuclear energy could safely power an aircraft carrier. In 
addition to being the first, it’s also unique among the later 
Nimitz-class carriers, which would only carry two reactors. 

Many crew members said gear was often stored in 
unusual places and looked like it was crammed there. 

Some said that Big E’s eccentricities made the crew feel 
separate from the rest of the flattop fleet. 

“Sailors here are cut from a different type of cloth,” said 
Chief Aviation Boatswain’s Mate (Fuels) (AW/SW) Troy 

Nichols, who oversaw the hangar bay refueling teams on 
deployment. 

On their way home, crew members recalled favorite 
memories from the cruise. Sailors assigned to Carrier Air 
Wing 1 said some of the seven port calls from the Persian Gulf 
to the Mediterranean had been a highlight. 

Logistics Specialist Seaman (SW/AW) Genae Valentine, 
who was on her second cruise aboard Enterprise, said her 
favorite was in Naples, Italy, because she visited Rome. 

Others mentioned their stop in Piraeus, Greece. 
But for Aviation Boatswain’s Mate (Aircraft Handling) 

3rd Class (AW/SW) Terell Marshall, the highlight was the 
flight deck announcing circuit, known as the 5MC. Marshall 
emceed from the tower atop Enterprise’s island. 

“It’s the closest you can be to a superstar,” he said Nov. 4 
as the ship returned home. 

“Everybody puts their own spice on it. I do a lot of stuff 
that I make up in my head, and I say to people. I’ll come on 
and say something like, ‘Yeah, buddy!’ he booms. “And then I 
say the safety procedures we have to take,” he continued. 

Keeping the message fresh helped flight deck crews stay 
sharp over the long months of deployment and played a small 
but significant part in the carrier safely launching 8,711 planes 
and landing 8,760. 

A good deal of those belonged to Carter, the strike group 
commander. On the cruise, Carter — a tall, blond naval flight 
officer with the handle “Slapshot” — broke the all-time trap 
record for aviators. The Top Gun grad finished with 2,016 
carrier arrested landings, shattering the previous record by 128 
traps. 

But Hamilton, the ship’s skipper, had the last trap. The 
fighter pilot is also slated to oversee the inactivation process 
over the next few years. Hamilton expects to remain in 
command until the last nuclear fuel is removed and the ship 
retires from the Navy. 

“It’s been my honor and privilege to be the last CO of the 
Enterprise,” Hamilton said. “It wouldn’t have mattered to me 
if I was the first one, the last one or the middle one. Just being 
the commanding officer of this ship is such an honor. 
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20. Ike Back To Norfolk For Brief Break 
(NAVY TIMES 03 DEC 12) ... Joshua Stewart 

The aircraft carrier Dwight D. Eisenhower will put its 
deployment on pause and will be back in port at Norfolk, Va., 
in time for Christmas. 

But its time home will be brief. 
After its flight deck is resurfaced at its homeport, it will 

re-deploy to the Middle East, putting it on station for a total of 
10 months. 

Ike’s departure from 5th Fleet is leaving the John C. 
Stennis as the only carrier in the region until probably the 
spring, one carrier fewer than the Navy planned. 

Bringing Ike back temporarily is an unusual move, but it 
gives the Navy time to finish unexpected repairs on the carrier 
Nimitz. 

That ship was supposed to relieve the Eisenhower in 5th 
Fleet early in 2013. Two sources said that cooling pumps on 
the Nimitz’s propulsion system needed repairs that could 
require two months to finish. 

The Navy decisions will have a ripple effect across the 
carrier fleet, but it’s unclear how. 

The Ike is, of course, the first carrier strike group to be 
affected. When it heads home, it will return with Carrier Air 
Wing 7 and cruiser Hue City. All will re-deploy early next 
year. But other ships in the Eisenhower strike group, including 
the destroyers Farragut, Winston S. Churchill and Jason 
Dunham, will remain in 5th Fleet. Their deployment schedules 
will not change. 

Meanwhile, the Harry S. Truman Carrier Strike Group, 
including Carrier Air Wing 3 and cruiser Gettysburg is still 
expected to deploy early next year. 

The carrier George H.W. Bush and Carrier Air Wing 8, 
the cruiser Philippine Sea, and destroyers Bulkeley, Roosevelt 
and Mason will leave next summer, ahead of schedule. 

While in Norfolk, Ike’s flight deck will be resurfaced. Air 
operations wear out carrier flight decks, and unless they are 
resurfaced, they will degrade below minimum standards and 
the carrier can’t launch or recover aircraft. The Navy regularly 
resurfaces small portions of the decks in foreign ports, but 
rarely completes the entire surface. 

This occurred in January 2003, during the buildup to the 
invasion of Iraq, when the carrier Abraham Lincoln, which 
was already underway for months, diverted to Australia for a 
full resurfacing. The maintenance work allowed the carrier to 
participate in the beginning of the invasion and spend 291 
days away from home. 

In Ike’s case, it made more sense to resurface the 
Eisenhower’s entire flight deck in its homeport, a Navy 
official speaking on background said. 

The Eisenhower and the rest of its strike group left June 
20 for an expected nine-month deployment, an exceptionally 
long cruise, even after a decade of war when seven and eight-
month deployments had become a new norm. Fleet Forces 
Command said that Ike’s extended time away would slow the 
operational tempo for the rest of the carrier Navy and give 
other ships time for maintenance, upgrades and repairs. Later, 
the Navy deployed the Stennis four months early, citing an 
ongoing need for a carrier in the Middle East. 
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MARINE CORPS: 
21. Few Female Marines Step Forward For Infantry 
(WASHINGTON TIMES 25 NOV 12) ... Kristina Wong 

Female Marine officers are unlikely to join the infantry 
anytime soon, in part because of a lack of volunteers for the 
Marine Corps‘ Infantry Officer Course, which was opened to 
women in September. 

Only two of about 80 eligible female Marines have 
volunteered for the course — a grueling, three-month 
advanced regimen conducted at Quantico, Va., that was 
opened to women to research their performance. 

Of the two female volunteers, one washed out on the first 
day, along with 26 of the107 men, and the other dropped out 
two weeks later for medical reasons, a Marine Corps 
spokesman said. 

The research effort was launched after the Pentagon 
opened to women more than 14,000 jobs that could place them 
closer to front lines and combat. 

The Marine Corps wants to test at least 90 more women 
in the course before making any decision about women 
serving in infantry roles, the spokesman said. 

Getting 90 more female volunteers may be difficult. 
About 125 female officers each year enter the Basic School, a 
prerequisite and candidate pool for the Infantry Officer 
Course, the spokesman said. 

Since September, women in every new class of the Basic 
School have been given the opportunity to volunteer for the 
Infantry Officer Course, and they will continue to be offered 
the chance, he said. 

A Marine Corps spokeswoman said no women have 
volunteered for the next Infantry Officer Course, which begins 
in January. 

Testing And Evaluating 
The Marines have yet to implement the research option 

for female enlisted Marines who volunteer to train at the 
Infantry Training Battalion, the all-male advanced regimen at 
the Corps' School of Infantry at Camp Geiger, N.C., a 
spokeswoman said. 

The research is part of efforts to gather information that 
could help guide decisions on what opportunities can be 
opened to women. 

The Pentagon ordered the services to issue a progress 
report on the jobs it opened to women and to look into other 
areas, including the infantry, that could be opened to women. 

Those reports and research are to be sent by the end of 
this month to Defense Secretary Leon E. Panetta, who will 
issue any policy changes and recommendations to Congress. 
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Since May, the Marine Corps also has been testing 
women’s endurance and strength. 

Tests include lifting a 72-pound machine gun above their 
heads while wearing a 71-pound rucksack, marching 12 miles 
in less than five hours carrying a 71-pound rucksack and 
evacuating a mock casualty weighing about 200 pounds. 

The scores will be used to compare male and female 
performance and to gauge whether the current combat fitness 
test and physical fitness tests are appropriate measures for 
combat fitness. 

Female Marines interviewed by The Washington Times 
said they are nervous and excited about the outcomes of the 
research, which could decide the future of women in the 
Corps. 

Although the two female volunteers for the Infantry 
Officer Course did not complete it, there will be others who 
will, they say. 

Only new female lieutenants are offered the chance to 
volunteer for the Infantry Officer Course. This has upset some 
senior female officers, who say they would jump at the chance 
and might better handle the stress of being the only woman in 
an intense, all-male environment than brand-new female 
officers. 

All Created Equal? 
The senior women attribute the lack of female volunteers 

to the fact that they would not be assigned to infantry jobs 
even if they complete the course. Successful candidates would 
have to return to their previously assigned jobs. 

They are also worried about the impact made by a female 
combat engineer whose article in the Marine Corps‘ official 
magazine questioned whether women can stand the physical 
strain of combat and received national attention. 

In a July article in Marine Corps Gazette titled “Get Over 
It! We Are Not All Created Equal!” Capt. Katie Petronio said 
she suffered from restless leg syndrome, severe muscle 
atrophy and infertility resulting from 10-month and seven-
month deployments, respectively, to Iraq and Afghanistan. 

In Afghanistan, she commanded 30 Marines who were 
building patrol bases in Helmand province, one of the most 
dangerous areas at that time. 

“At the end of the seven-month deployment, and the 
construction of 18 [patrol bases] later, I had lost 17 pounds 
and was diagnosed with polycystic ovarian syndrome (which 
personally resulted in infertility, but is not a genetic trend in 
my family), which was brought on by the chemical and 
physical changes endured during deployment,” Capt. Petronio 
wrote. 

Capt. Petronio discussed her article on CNN, upsetting 
female Marines by appearing in uniform and not mentioning 
that she was about five months pregnant at the time. She gave 
birth in October. 

Corps leaders say they are aware of sensitivities and hope 
to get past the hyperbole with facts-based research, a 
spokesman said. 

The Corps also will submit the results from a servicewide 
online survey of active-duty Marines and some reservists 
about their experiences with female Marines and the potential 
challenges of opening more units and positions to women. 

After this, “I’ll be able to look Congress, secretary of 
defense, secretary of the Navy in the eye and say, ‘Sir, this is 
my recommendation when we’re all through,’” Marine Corps 
Commandant Gen. James F. Amos said in August. 
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22. MarSOC Continues Growing Despite Marine Corps Drawdown 
(JACKSONVILLE (NC) DAILY NEWS 25 NOV 12) ... Amanda Wilcox 

While the rest of the Marine Corps is planning on cutting 
its forces by 20,000 Marines over the next four years, Marine 
Special Operations Command (MarSOC), will be doing the 
exact opposite and will continue with their planned growth. 

MarSOC currently consists of 625 critical skills operators, 
32 teams and nine companies, but those numbers are expected 
to grow to 844 critical skills operators, 48 teams and 12 
companies by 2016, according to information from MarSOC 
officials. 

In addition to the increase in MarSOC operators, support 
personnel in the form of three battalions will also be added to 
the MarSOC ranks, with approximately 1,800 Marines 
scheduled to fill those units by 2016. 

“This (growth) was planned long before the drawdown, 
and I think that’s a key point,” said MarSOC Commanding 
General Maj. Gen. Mark Clark in an interview with The Daily 
News earlier this month. “We’re not all of a sudden deciding 
‘Hey we’re going to grow MarSOC.’ This had been a planned 
growth from a few years ago and it just so happens that we’re 
still continuing that (growth) as the rest of the Department of 
Defense is drawing down.” 

Clark said that when MarSOC was established in 2006, a 
promise was made to grow MarSOC to the levels needed to 
complete its missions, and that promise hasn’t changed even 
though the rest of the Marine Corps is reducing its forces. 

Earlier this year, Marine Corps Commandant Gen. James 
Amos authorized an additional 821 support Marines for 
MarSOC in critical jobs like intelligence and explosive 
ordnance disposal. Although it’s less than MarSOC leadership 
wanted for this year, Clark said that considering the Corps’ 
planned drawdown from 202,100 to 182,100 active-duty 
Marines, MarSOC is grateful. 

“We’re not going to be able to get everything that we 
want right now,” Clark said. “It would be unrealistic and 
unfair to ask that we get everything that we need. We’re just 
going to have to make some decisions about where do we 
accept empty faces and spaces.” 

Clark said he hopes to be able to make those sacrifices in 
numbers at the headquarters level, rather than with the 
Marines on the ground. He said while he hopes MarSOC will 
be able to reach its full strength soon, he’s grateful they’re 
being given anything at all. 

“We’re getting most of (what we need). We’re not getting 
all of it, but we’re thankful for the Marine Corps — for what 
they’re doing — because as everybody’s drawing down, 
they’re giving us a pretty good chunk of resources,” he said. “I 
think we ought to be pretty happy considering the environment 
that we’re in right now.” 
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The Marine Corps drawdown officially began in October, 
with the start of fiscal year 2013, and will continue over the 

next four fiscal years. 
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COMMENTARY: 
23. Lessons From Gaza 
(WASHINGTON POST 26 NOV 12) ... Jackson Diehl 

When Benjamin Netanyahu agreed to a cease-fire with 
Hamas rather than a ground invasion of the Gaza Strip, he 
surely knew that his opposition would taunt him with these 
words from 2009: “We must smash the Hamas power in 
Gaza,” he said then. “The next government will have no 
choice but to finish the job and uproot ... the Iranian terror 
base.” 

That Netanyahu held back from doing so is testimony to 
not only his prudence or the influence of Barack Obama. It is 
ratification of the most important outcome of the latest Gaza 
crisis, which is the consolidation of a new Islamist front as 
Israel’s principal Arab counterpart, adversary and potential 
interlocutor. It comprises not just Hamas but the allied, 
Muslim Brotherhood-led government of Egypt, with Turkey 
and Qatar as supporting partners. 

As a simple, pragmatic matter, “smashing” or “uprooting” 
Hamas is no longer an option. Not only does Hamas have the 
support of the region’s richest and most powerful 
governments, but it is preferable to the most obvious Gazan 
alternative, which is jihadist movements even more closely 
tied to Iran. 

This may sound like terrible news, especially to 
supporters of the conventional Mideast “peace process,” who 
have been hoping that Obama’s reelection would open the way 
to yet another push to negotiate Palestinian statehood. But for 
hawkish Israelis such as Netanyahu — and maybe even for the 
doves — there is reason for some quiet celebration. 

First, the new Islamic front is far weaker than the post-
truce celebrations in Gaza suggest. Though it survived the 
assassination of its military chief and managed to bombard 
Israel with 1,500 rockets and mortar rounds, Hamas once 
again demonstrated that it lacks the means to do more than 
frighten or inconvenience Israelis. On the contrary: The 
success of the U.S.-funded Iron Dome anti-missile system 
suggests that missiles will be a decreasingly credible threat. 

Meanwhile, both Gaza and Egypt continue to face major 
domestic problems. Much of Hamas’s governing infrastructure 
has been destroyed, including tunnels that supply Gaza’s 
economy as well as weapons. In Egypt, President Mohamed 
Morsi, lionized on Wednesday for brokering the cease-fire, 
was facing on Friday a violent domestic backlash against his 
attempt to further concentrate power. Having just signed an 
agreement with the International Monetary Fund to prop up 
the teetering Egyptian economy, Morsi literally cannot afford 

to challenge Israel or the West anytime soon. Turkish 
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan is similarly tied down by the 
civil war in neighboring Syria. 

Though the Middle East is more unpredictable than ever, 
it’s reasonable to forecast that the Islamists will grow still 
weaker in the next several years. In Egypt, the Muslim 
Brotherhood will be no more able to sustain an autocracy than 
was Hosni Mubarak, and it will be blamed for its inevitable 
failure to meet post-revolutionary expectations. Iran’s ability 
to supply Gaza militants with rockets likely will wane because 
of economic sanctions and the crumbling of the allied Syrian 
regime. 

At the same time, this Gaza episode may finally finish off 
the stubbornly persistent notion that Israel should negotiate a 
peace settlement with the West Bank-based Palestinian 
Authority without Hamas’s involvement. Palestinian President 
Mahmoud Abbas and his Western-backed security forces are 
still relevant, as Abbas will probably demonstrate this week by 
winning a U.N. General Assembly vote recognizing 
Palestinian statehood. But Abbas has less standing than ever to 
speak on behalf of Palestinians — and in any case has 
repeatedly shown himself unwilling to negotiate with 
Netanyahu or commit to the concessions a peace deal would 
require. 

Rather than watch another sterile round of diplomatic 
maneuvering among Abbas, Netanyahu and Obama, Egypt 
seems bent on overseeing another attempt to broker a 
reconciliation between the Palestinian factions. In the short 
run this would prevent peace negotiations, to the satisfaction 
of hard-liners on both sides. But in the long run it might make 
a deal more possible. Palestinian elections — a likely part of 
any internal accord — could bring in new and stronger 
leaders. Meanwhile Morsi’s government will have to choose 
between pushing the Palestinians toward an accord with Israel 
or tolerating growing instability on Egypt’s border. 

Even if no comprehensive peace is possible, the new 
regional alignment may allow Israel and Hamas to work out a 
modus vivendi that benefits both sides. In exchange for more 
open borders and an opportunity to develop economically with 
backing from its new Arab allies, Hamas could agree to a 
more thorough and reliable truce that leaves southern Israel in 
peace. That’s a long way from real peace — but it’s better for 
both sides than going to war every couple of years. 
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24. What We'll Need In Afghanistan 
The realities of fighting terrorism after 2014 
(WASHINGTON POST 25 NOV 12) ... Kimberly Kagan and Frederick W. Kagan 

Will the United States continue to conduct 
counterterrorism operations in South Asia? That question is 
central to any discussion about U.S. troop presence and 

mission in Afghanistan. The answer can be yes only if we 
pursue and support the current strategy, retaining roughly 
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68,000 troops in Afghanistan into 2014 and about half that 
number thereafter. 

Amateurs can discuss imaginary, over-the-horizon “light 
footprint” strategies. Professionals must consider logistics. 
Physics and military reality dictate the minimum number of 
troops needed to have any U.S. presence in Afghanistan 
without inviting calamities worse than the events in Benghazi, 
Libya. The presence of U.S. forces in Afghanistan alone 
permits counterterrorism operations in Pakistan. It’s this 
simple: Either we keep the necessary number of troops in 
Afghanistan or operations against al-Qaeda and its affiliates in 
Afghanistan and Pakistan cease. 

The principal terrorist concentrations in South Asia are in 
Pakistan’s federally administered tribal areas. Al-Qaeda and 
affiliated groups have sought safety in Afghanistan primarily 
in Konar and Nuristan provinces. U.S. forces could target 
terrorists without maintaining a ground presence in three 
ways: using armed Predator drones, special mission units or 
precision-guided munitions dropped from manned aircraft. 
Without bases in Afghanistan, the tyranny of distance rules 
out the first two options; the requirement for accuracy and 
certainty rules out the last. 

North Waziristan is more than 600 miles from the nearest 
coastline; the other sanctuaries are farther. The U.S. Air Force 
reports that armed Predator drones have a range of about 1,150 
miles — not enough to get to Waziristan and back again from 
the coast, much less to orbit and observe a target. Special 
mission units would have to parachute from transport aircraft 
because no helicopter in the U.S. inventory can fly that far. 
But they could not return because aircraft cannot land in the 
mountains of Eastern Afghanistan or in Pakistan. Manned 
aircraft can drop precision weapons on targets in Afghanistan, 
but they fly too fast to loiter over potential targets. Their 
bombs hit precisely what they are aimed at, but fast-moving 
aircraft cannot ensure that the target was actually there. There 
is no over-the-horizon solution to targeting terrorists in South 
Asia. 

Bases in Afghanistan obviate all these problems. U.S. 
forces operating from Khost, Jalalabad and Kandahar can 
strike targets in Afghanistan (or Pakistan) with Predators and 
special mission units. Such operations have been critical to the 
success of counterterrorism operations in this region, 
including the killing of Osama bin Laden (Abbottabad is about 
150 miles east of Jalalabad, 750 miles from the Indian Ocean). 

The minimum U.S. footprint to sustain counterterrorism 
operations requires bases near Jalalabad, Khost and Kandahar 
to reach known terrorist havens (Khost and Jalalabad are less 
than 100 miles apart but are separated by a 10,000-foot 
mountain range). Each base requires an airstrip to fly 
Predators and move supplies by air. Each must also have 
aircraft ground crews and support the special mission units. 

Base security and support impose serious troop 
requirements. These bases are in dangerous places, and we 
surely will not entrust the protection of U.S. personnel to local 
forces as we did in Benghazi. Securing the perimeter would 
require at least two companies of soldiers (alternating guard 
duty) and a company-size quick-reaction force — a battalion, 
in other words. Each base must also have the helicopters 
needed to move around and conduct operations — at least a 
combat aviation battalion — and a field medical facility able 
to handle severe trauma. That adds up to one combat brigade 

(3,500 soldiers) and one combat aviation brigade (5,000 to 
6,000 soldiers). 

That’s about 10,000 troops — without counting the 
supply or command and control of these forces. Even if we 
supply each base directly by air from outside Afghanistan, 
with no facility near Kabul, each base still needs logistical 
elements, probably at least 3,000 to 5,000 combat service 
support troops. The most idealized version of the limited 
counterterrorism footprint, therefore, is around 15,000 troops. 
At that strength we would not be able to advise, enable, 
support or rely on the Afghan National Security Forces 
(ANSF). Since they, like our NATO allies, depend on U.S. 
enablers such as reconnaissance, helicopters, medevac and 
route-clearance packages, most of their operations would 
cease. 

Thus this footprint would not allow our troops, our allies 
or the Afghans to maneuver. At best our troops and bases 
would become isolated islands focused on protecting 
themselves and irrelevant in the fight against al-Qaeda. At 
worst they would take losses much greater than we suffered in 
Benghazi. 

This minimum counterterrorism footprint requires basic 
stability near our long-term bases to have any effect. The 
ANSF must sustain that stability but can only do so supported 
by U.S. advisers and enablers. Advising the three Afghan 
National Army corps and Afghan National Police zones 
around the bases requires at least three advise-and-assist 
brigades — one per corps and zone — plus support units. 
Such brigades are smaller than combat brigades, about 1,500 
each. They must, in this concept, be located with our 
counterterrorism forces to avoid having to secure additional 
bases. 

Now we’re up to around 21,500 troops total, without a 
central headquarters near Kabul or any reliable means of 
moving by road between our bases. In the real world, neither 
of those conditions makes sense. Adding up the security forces 
for a base near Kabul, a theater headquarters, route-clearance 
packages, theater logisticians and other ancillary units is likely 
to push the requirement above 30,000. 

At that level U.S. forces in Afghanistan could do nothing 
beyond the minimum necessary to allow us to continue 
counterterrorism operations in South Asia: no nation-building, 
no effort to affect the Afghan political process or help the 
Afghans secure presidential elections in 2014, no development 
assistance; only defensive operations against the Taliban and 
other insurgent groups from three bases. 

Moving toward this long-term posture in 2013 will likely 
ensure its failure. As we fall below 68,000 troops, we will 
have to withdraw from important terrain and lose the ability to 
maneuver. Our forces won’t be able to operate in most of 
southern Afghanistan, conduct offensive operations or help the 
ANSF consolidate and mature. We must create basic stability 
in 2013 that the ANSF can sustain to set conditions for any 
long-term U.S. counterterrorism operations. Doing so requires 
two things this White House appears to want to avoid: keeping 
U.S. force levels where they are for the next two years; and 
implementing a serious political strategy aimed not at our 
enemies but at the people we need to be our long-term 
partners. 

The United States can stabilize Afghanistan if it maintains 
around 68,000 U.S. troops in Afghanistan into 2014, dropping 
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to over 30,000 thereafter (about what we have in Korea). The 
idea that the war is inevitably lost is a convenient mask behind 
which decision-makers hide to deflect responsibility for 
pulling out troops who are making a real difference. 

We have argued that the current defeatism about 
Afghanistan is overdrawn and unfounded. But it is more 
important for Americans to internalize a simple fact: We must 

either stabilize Afghanistan at this minimum level or abandon 
the fight against al-Qaeda and its allies in South Asia. Any 
alternative “light footprint” strategy is a dangerous mirage. 

Kimberly Kagan is president of the Institute for the Study 
of War. Frederick Kagan is director of the Critical Threats 
Project and a scholar at the American Enterprise Institute. 
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25. A Plan To Dodge The Cliff 
(WASHINGTON POST 26 NOV 12) ... Bob Corker 

In business I found that a challenging environment often 
produced our best opportunities. Perhaps that’s why I see the 
so-called “fiscal cliff” of year-end spending cuts and tax 
increases not as an impassable precipice but as our best 
opportunity to finally enact meaningful fiscal reform. 

I hear Washington watchers and people in the hallways of 
Congress saying there is not enough time to get this done this 
year. I disagree. The hard part has already been done. Over the 
past two years, the options for reaching a $4 trillion deficit 
reduction deal have been drafted, charted, graphed, circulated, 
evaluated, dissected, leaked, reported, debated and then put on 
the shelf for another day. 

That day has come. 
The fiscal cliff is a deadline of the 112th Congress’s 

making. We have had two dry runs over the past two years. 
No Congress is better suited to address these issues than this 
one. It is our responsibility to solve these problems now. 

Kicking the can down the road — setting up a process for 
token deficit reduction today with the promise of more 
reforms later — is misguided and irresponsible and shows a 
total lack of courage. 

At best, a “small” deal will leave us facing another cliff, 
selecting down the line from the same menu of policy options 
before us today. The only difference will be that the hole 
we’re digging out from will be even deeper. Instead of 
debating a process to employ during future negotiations, let’s 
choose from the options before us, which are more plentiful 
and less draconian than they will be down the road. 

I have shared with House and Senate leaders as well as 
the White House a 242-page bill that, along with other agreed-
upon cuts that are to be enacted, would produce $4.5 trillion in 
fiscal reforms and replace sequestration. While I know this bill 
can be improved, it shows clearly that we can do what is 
necessary, today, with relatively simple legislation. The 
proposal includes pro-growth federal tax reform, which 
generates more static revenue — mostly from very high-
income Americans — by capping federal deductions at 

$50,000 without raising tax rates. It mandates common-sense 
reforms to the federal workforce, which will help bring its 
compensation in line with private-sector benefits, and 
implements a chained consumer price index across the 
government, a more accurate indicator of inflation. It also 
includes comprehensive Medicare reform that keeps in place 
fee-for-service Medicare without capping growth, competing 
side by side with private options that seniors can choose 
instead if they wish. Coupled with gradual age increases 
within Medicare and Social Security; the introduction of 
means testing; increasing premiums ever so slightly for those 
making more than $50,000 a year in retirement; and ending a 
massive “bed tax” gimmick the states use in Medicaid to bilk 
the federal government of billions, this reform would put our 
country on firmer financial footing and begin to vanquish our 
long-term deficit. 

I am encouraged that leaders of both parties have shown 
openness toward a long-term solution. House Speaker John 
Boehner has pledged to put raising revenue on the table as 
long as it is accompanied with fundamental reforms to 
entitlements, especially Medicare. And President Obama has 
indicated a willingness to tackle entitlement reforms if 
accompanied by revenue. 

The challenge we face isn’t one of intellect, aptitude or 
time; it’s a test of political courage. 

The 112th Congress can be remembered as responsible 
elected leaders who put America on a path to fiscal solvency, 
unleashing a period of economic growth, job creation and 
innovation — a tremendous legacy. Or we can be known as a 
feckless Congress and a feckless president who abdicated this 
responsibility and continued to saddle the country with debt, 
uncertainty and a void of leadership. If we choose to rise to the 
occasion and place this fiscal issue firmly in the rear-view 
mirror, we can begin next year focusing on those things that 
ensure America’s greatest days still lie ahead. 

The writer, a Republican senator from Tennessee, is a 
member of the Senate Banking Committee. 
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26. Close Guantánamo Prison 
(NEW YORK TIMES 26 NOV 12) ... Editorial 

On his second full day in office in 2009, President Obama 
signed an executive order that was a declaration of American 
renewal and decency hailed around the globe. It called for the 
closure, in no more than a year, of the detention camp at the 
United States Naval Station at Guantánamo Bay, Cuba — the 
grim emblem of President George W. Bush’s lawless policies 
of torture and detention. Accompanied by other executive 
orders signaling a break from the Bush era of justice delayed 
and denied, it was a bold beginning. 

What followed was not always as uplifting. The new 
administration decided to adopt the Bush team’s extravagant 
claims of state secrets and executive power, blocking any 
accountability for the detention and brutalization of hundreds 
of men at Guantánamo and secret prisons, and denying torture 
victims their day in court. 

Attorney General Eric Holder did the right thing by 
ordering a trial of Khalid Shaikh Mohammed, the self-
proclaimed mastermind of the 9/11 attacks, in a federal court 
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in Manhattan. But he bungled the politics of the decision, and 
the administration had to abandon its plan in the face of fierce 
opposition from local pols and from Congressional 
Republicans out to portray Mr. Obama as soft on terrorism. 
His self-imposed one-year deadline for closing Guantánamo 
passed, along with the initial boldness and inspiration. 
Congress piled on hobbling restrictions, making the difficult 
task of unraveling the Bush travesty and emptying the prison 
practically impossible going forward. 

There are now 166 men held at Guantánamo, 76 fewer 
prisoners than when Mr. Obama took office. Only a handful of 
those remaining have been charged with any crime or legal 
violation. About 86 of the inmates were identified more than 
two years ago for repatriation to their home countries or 
resettlement elsewhere by an Obama administration task force 
that reviewed each prisoner’s file. 

Thanks to outrageous limits Congress placed on the 
transfer of Guantánamo prisoners beginning in 2010, the 
prisoners are still being held, with no end to their incarceration 
in sight. In September, a member of this stranded group, a 
Yemeni citizen named Adnan Farhan Abdul Latif, killed 
himself after a federal judge’s ruling ordering his release was 
unfairly overturned by an appellate court. It was the kind of 
price a nation pays when it creates prisons like Guantánamo, 
beyond the reach of law and decency, a tragic reminder of the 
stain on American justice. 

The issue of closing Guantánamo scarcely came up in the 
2012 campaign. But it was good to hear Mr. Obama recommit 
to his promise near the end of the race. “I still want to close 
Guantánamo,” he said during an interview on “The Daily 
Show With Jon Stewart” in mid-October. “We haven’t been 
able to get that through Congress.” 

Mr. Obama did not say how he intended to move the issue 
forward in his second term or break the Congressional logjam. 
The fact is, Guantánamo cannot be emptied without ending the 
Congressionally imposed restrictions on transferring prisoners 
to the United States; on using funds to prepare facilities on 
American soil that could house Guantánamo detainees; and on 
releasing dozens of detainees who pose no threat, if they ever 
did, and who have been held far too long without charges or 
trial. 

If Mr. Obama is serious about fulfilling his pledge — and 
we trust he is — he needs to become more engaged this time 
around and be willing to spend political capital. Republicans, 
and some Democrats, who have helped to prevent the closing 
of the Guantánamo prison are implacable, and dedicated to a 

propagandistic argument that military justice for terrorists is 
somehow tougher and more reliable than civilian justice. The 
opposite is true, but the administration has made the case 
poorly. 

The damaging restrictions on dealing with terrorism 
suspects (and, remember, this regime of false justice amounts 
to a second, inferior judicial system that has applied only to 
Muslim prisoners) are contained in the National Defense 
Authorization Act, the annual military budget bill. The latest 
version is now being hammered out on Capitol Hill and is 
likely to land on the president’s desk by the end of the lame-
duck session. 

As things stand, the restrictions in the final bill are 
expected to resemble the ones in current law that Mr. Obama 
threatened to block with a veto a year ago. He caved in at the 
last minute, citing added language expanding the ability of the 
executive branch to make exceptions to an appalling 
requirement that noncitizens suspected of being Qaeda 
operatives be held in military custody. The added language 
also affirmed the authority of the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation in terrorism matters. 

Civil liberties, human rights and religious groups are now 
urging Mr. Obama to veto the military authorization bill for 
the 2013 fiscal year if it contains any language that denies the 
executive branch the authority to transfer Guantánamo 
detainees for repatriation or settlement in foreign countries or 
for prosecution in a federal criminal court. 

They make a powerful case. Because of the existing 
restrictions, including an onerous requirement for certification 
of detainee transfers by the secretary of defense, no detainee 
identified for release by the task force has been certified for 
transfer overseas or to the United States in nearly two years. 
At that rate, the chance of emptying Guantánamo before the 
end of even a second term is zero. 

Vetoing a military budget bill is no small matter, although 
other recent presidents have done it. Neither is making dozens 
of long-serving detainees wait even longer in limbo for no 
good reason, preserving a recruiting tool for America’s 
enemies. 

Extending the transfer restrictions another year without a 
significant loosening, or without at least a firm agreement by 
the White House and Congressional leaders to rejoin the issue 
early in the new year, would risk running out the clock and 
permanently marring Mr. Obama’s record of safeguarding 
American justice and protecting human rights. 

Return to Index 
 

27. The ‘Self-Injury’ Debate 
(NAVY TIMES 03 DEC 12) ... Editorial 

The Pentagon has launched a review of the Uniform Code 
of Military Justice to determine whether it’s proper to 
prosecute those who attempt suicide. 

This comes as the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Armed 
Forces, the military’s highest court, is considering an appeal 
by a Marine who was court-martialed in 2010 after he slit his 
wrists in a failed suicide attempt. He was convicted of “self 
injury” under Article 134, the catchall part of the UCMJ which 
makes a potential crime of any activity that is “prejudicial to 
the good order and discipline.” Prosecuting a service member 
for self injury because he or she is trying to avoid service 

makes sense. Using that to prosecute a service member so 
troubled that he wants to take his own life is absurd and works 
against the military’s best interests. 

With the services caught in an ongoing suicide epidemic, 
treating suicidal troops like criminals only works against the 
critical need to shed the stigma attached to seeking mental 
health care. 

Suicides are what keep commanders awake at night as 
they struggle to figure out why so many of their troops take 
their own lives. 
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Confirmed or suspected active duty suicides stand at 324 
so far this year — including a record 54 sailors — topping the 
previous high of 309 in 2009. 

Every so often the services celebrate a small victory when 
a battle buddy intercedes and prevents a suicide. Any 
commander who believes prosecuting those who attempt 

suicide will act as deterrent is woefully lacking in empathy 
and understanding of an individual’s ability to apply reasoning 
when in the depths of depression. 

The brass is correct to order such a review, and the only 
sensible outcome can be a swift decision that “self-injury” 
does not apply to attempted suicide. 

Return to Index 
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On This Day In The Navy: 
1944: Battle of Leyte Gulf ends with Navy carrier and USAAF aircraft attacks on the retreating Japanese ships. U.S. forces sink 
many Japanese ships including 4 carriers, 3 battleships, 10 cruisers, and 9 destroyers, for a total of 26 capital ships. Afterwards 
Japanese fleet ceases to exist as an organized fighting fleet. 
 

TOP STORIES: 
1. Syrian Military Declares Holiday Truce, But Will Respond To Attacks 
(NEW YORK TIMES 26 OCT 12) ... Neil MacFarquhar 

BEIRUT, Lebanon — The Syrian Army announced Thursday that it would cease military operations from Friday to Monday to 
mark the most important Muslim holiday of the year. 

 
2. Iran Said To Nearly Finish Nuclear Enrichment Plant 
(NEW YORK TIMES 26 OCT 12) ... David E. Sanger and William J. Broad 

WASHINGTON — Intelligence officials from several countries say Iran in recent weeks has virtually completed an underground 
nuclear enrichment plant, racing ahead despite international pressure and heavy economic sanctions in what experts say may be an 
effort to give it leverage in any negotiations with the United States and its allies. 

 
3. Philippines Rolls Out Welcome Mat For U.S. Warship 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 25 OCT 12) ... Jim Gomez 

ABOARD THE USS GEORGE WASHINGTON -- A U.S. Navy aircraft carrier strike force's visit to Manila is the latest show of 
American military might partly aimed at countering China's grip in Asia. But it also provides hundreds of Filipino American Sailors a 
chance to briefly soak in the warm embrace of a second home. 

 

ASIA – PACIFIC: 
4. N. Korea Naval Boat Violates Disputed Border: South 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 25 OCT 12) 

SEOUL - A North Korean naval patrol boat briefly crossed the disputed Yellow Sea border with South Korea on Thursday while 
tracking Chinese fishing vessels, military officials in Seoul said. 

 
5. U.S. Learning To Say 'Sorry' In Japan After High-Profile Incidents 
(STARS AND STRIPES 26 OCT 12) ... Wyatt Olson 

YOKOTA AIR BASE, Japan — After two Sailors were detained recently for the alleged assault and rape of a Japanese woman on 
Okinawa, official apologies flew. 

 
6. Osprey At Futenma Base Joins Firefighting Operation 
(KYODO NEWS 25 OCT 12) 

NAHA, Japan -- A U.S. military MV-22 Osprey aircraft participated in an operation Thursday to extinguish a mountain fire at an 
artillery live-fire training field in Okinawa, following the recent deployment of the aircraft at the Futenma Air Station in the 
prefecture. 

 
7. U.S. To Strengthen Its Network Of Defence Alliances: Panetta 
(PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 26 OCT 12) ... Lalit K Jha 

WASHINGTON -- At a time when U.S. is forced to cut its defence budget due to current economic crisis, the country is working 
on to strengthen its network of defence alliances across the globe to retain its status as a world power, the Pentagon leadership said. 
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MIDEAST: 
8. Syrian War Boils Over Onto U.S. Allies; Outside Jihadists Rush In 
(WASHINGTON TIMES 25 OCT 12) ... Ashish Kumar Sen 

Syria’s protracted civil war is spilling across its borders, creating breeding grounds for extremists, sharpening sectarian schisms 
and threatening to destabilize U.S. allies in the Middle East. 

 
9. U.S. Rushes To Stop Syria From Expanding Chemical Weapon Stockpile 
(DANGER ROOM (WIRED) 25 OCT 12) ... Noah Shachtman 

The regime of embattled Syrian dictator Bashar Assad is actively working to enlarge its arsenal of chemical weapons, U.S. 
officials tell Danger Room. 

 
10. Israeli General Says Wargames With U.S. Boost Deterrence 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 25 OCT 12) ... Jonathan Ferziger 

The biggest-ever U.S.-Israeli military exercise, bringing 3,500 American troops to test air- defense systems with 1,000 Israeli 
solders, should worry Iran and Hamas, an Israeli commander said. 

 

AFGHANISTAN: 
11. Troops Shot After Taliban Leader's Call 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 26 OCT 12) ... Maria Abi-Habib 

KABUL—Two U.S. Special Operations troops were killed by a man in Afghan police uniform on Thursday, a day after Taliban 
leader Mullah Omar called on more Afghan soldiers and policemen to kill Americans. 

 
12. Iranians Build Up Afghan Clout 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 26 OCT 12) ... Maria Abi-Habib 

HERAT, Afghanistan—Iran is funding aid projects and expanding intelligence networks across Afghanistan, moving to fill the 
void to be left by the U.S. withdrawal from Afghanistan by the end of 2014, according to U.S. and Afghan officials. 

 

AFRICA: 
13. Panetta Says Risk Impeded Deployment To Benghazi 
(NEW YORK TIMES 26 OCT 12) ... Elisabeth Bumiller 

WASHINGTON — Defense Secretary Leon E. Panetta said Thursday that he and top military commanders “felt very strongly” 
that deploying American forces to defend against the fatal attack last month on the United States diplomatic compound in Benghazi, 
Libya, was too risky because they did not have a clear picture of what was happening on the ground. 

 
14. Algeria Accepts Last-Resort Mali Intervention: Sources 
(REUTERS 25 OCT 12) ... John Irish and Lamine Chikhi 

PARIS/ALGIERS -- Algeria has given its tacit approval for an Africa-led military intervention in northern Mali to rout Islamist 
militants despite reservations the operation could spill over into its territory and neighboring countries, Algerian and French sources 
said. 

 

COUNTERTERRORISM: 
15. Secret Ops Grow At U.S. Base 
At forefront of drone wars: $1.4 billion upgrade at Djibouti post planned 
(WASHINGTON POST 26 OCT 12) ... Craig Whitlock 

DJIBOUTI CITY, Djibouti — Around the clock, about 16 times a day, drones take off or land at a U.S. military base here, the 
combat hub for the Obama administration’s counterterrorism wars in the Horn of Africa and the Middle East. 

 

HURRICANE SANDY: 
16. Hampton Roads Naval Bases Bracing For Sandy 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 26 OCT 12) ... Mike Hixenbaugh 

NORFOLK -- The Navy has ordered all its Hampton Roads installations to get ready for a possible weekend wallop from 
Hurricane Sandy. 
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17. Hurricane Sandy Damages War-Court Compound, Cancels Hearings For Week 
(MIAMI HERALD 25 OCT 12) ... Carol Rosenberg 

Hurricane Sandy swept through this remote base before dawn Thursday, ripping boats from their berths, cutting power to all but 
emergency facilities and shutting down the Pentagon’s war crimes tribunal. 

 

ENERGY: 
18. From Seawater To Jet Fuel 
U.S. Navy Studies New Ways to Propel Carrier Aircraft 
(NAVY TIMES 25 OCT 12) ... Joshua Stewart 

The U.S. Navy’s next source of renewable fuel is in pretty ample supply: the ocean. 
 

AVIATION: 
19. Lockheed Sees $1.1 Billion Liability If F-35 Deal Delayed 
(REUTERS 25 OCT 12) ... Andrea Shalal-Esa 

WASHINGTON -- U.S. weapons maker Lockheed Martin Corp. said on Thursday it faced a potential termination liability of $1.1 
billion on the F-35 fighter program unless it received additional funding for production of a sixth batch of airplanes by year end. 

 

SUBMARINES: 
20. Navy To Christen Sub Minnesota In Newport News 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 25 OCT 12) 

NEWPORT NEWS -- The U.S. Navy will christen its newest attack submarine "Minnesota" at a ceremony Saturday. 
 

SURFACE FLEET: 
21. NASSCO To Launch First Mobile Landing Platform Ship 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 25 OCT 12) ... Gary Robbins 

General Dynamics NASSCO has chosen Nov. 13th as the date that it will launch Montford Point, the lead ship in a new class of 
cargo vessels that the Navy will use to transport supplies and personnel between ships and the shore. All three MLPs are scheduled to 
be built at NASSCO in a $1.3 billion deal. NASSCO last launched a ship in May, when it guided the dry cargo vessel Cesar Chavez 
into San Diego Bay. NASSCO formally delivered the Chavez to the Navy on Wednesday. 

 

BUSINESS: 
22. Lockheed Martin Pursues LCS Sales Abroad 
(DEFENSE DAILY 26 OCT 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

Lockheed Martin has been in discussions with various countries around the world to market its version of the Littoral Combat 
Ship (LCS) already in production for the U.S. Navy, a company executive recently said. 

 

MISSILE DEFENSE: 
23. Ballistic Missile Defense System Successfully Engages Five Targets Simultaneously 
(DEFENSE DAILY 26 OCT 12) ... Ann Roosevelt 

In the largest missile defense flight test ever, the Missile Defense Agency (MDA) with members of all the services successfully 
conducted the largest, most complex missile defense flight test ever attempted, resulting in the simultaneous engagement of five 
ballistic missile and cruise missile targets. 

 
24. Official: New Design Options Provide Flexibility In SM-3 IIB Development 
(INSIDE THE PENTAGON 25 OCT 12) ... Christopher J. Castelli 

An anti-missile capability intended to intercept future long-range Iranian weapons might need to be designed with modified 
launching systems and a liquid propellant, but whether these features will be required remains undecided. 

 

CONGRESS / BUDGET: 
25. Panetta Calls On Lame Duck Congress To Resolve Sequestration 
(FEDERAL NEWS RADIO 26 OCT 12) ... Jared Serbu 

Members of Congress are still out of town for another few weeks as they take part in a heated election cycle, but when they come 
back, Defense Secretary Leon Panetta says they need to get straight to work on several big items. 
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26. Experts Say Sequestration Would Target Civilian Jobs 
(STARS AND STRIPES 25 OCT 12) ... Joyce Tsai 

WASHINGTON — The potential for layoffs in the defense contracting industry is taking center stage in the congressional 
showdown on how to avoid the “fiscal cliff,” but experts say that sequestration’s most immediate workplace cuts would be felt by 
civilian defense employees. 

 

LEGAL: 
27. U.N. To Probe Drone Strikes Resulting In Civilian Deaths 
(WASHINGTON POST 26 OCT 12) ... Colum Lynch 

NEW YORK — An independent U.N. human rights researcher on Thursday announced plans to launch an investigation into the 
use of drone attacks and other targeted assassinations by the United States and other governments that result in civilian deaths or 
injuries. 

 

COMMENTARY: 
28. Europe And The Rebalance To The Asia-Pacific 
(CHIEF OF NAVAL OPERATIONS BLOG 25 OCT 12) ... Adm. Jonathan W. Greenert 

Recently, I was privileged to speak at the Regional Seapower Symposium (RSS), a gathering of 39 Navy leaders from Europe, 
Africa, the Middle East and South America. RSS was a terrific opportunity to discuss common concerns and lessons learned from 
recent contingencies. Most importantly, the forum reinforced our commitment to each other and will inform the way we will operate 
together in the future assuring freedom of the seas and defeating smuggling, WMD proliferation and piracy. 

 
29. Japan’s Three Options In The East China Sea 
(THE DIPLOMAT 25 OCT 12) ... Robert Dujarric 

What options does China have? The Naval Diplomat's James Holmes has one idea here. 
 

30. The “Copycat” War: Iran Strikes Back 
From cyberstrikes, assassinations, and intelligence missions carried out by drones, Iran seems to copying 
Western tactics. Retaliation, not escalation, is the goal. 
(THE DIPLOMAT 26 OCT 12) ... Zachary Keck 

The growing evidence that Iran was behind a number of recent cyber attacks against Western and Arab institutions has raised 
concerns in many quarters about how the Islamic Republic may employ its cyberwarfare capabilities in the future. Although there’s no 
way to be certain, in the short-term Iran’s likely to act with considerable restraint in the cyber realm in keeping with the larger 
“copycat” strategy it is using to retaliate against adversaries without escalating tensions further. Over the longer-term, however, it 
stands to reason that Iran will incorporate cyberwarfare into its existing military doctrine. 

 
31. How To Intervene In Syria 
(WASHINGTON POST 26 OCT 12) ... François Heisbourg 

PARIS -- Successful military interventions are sufficiently rare as to induce utmost caution when contemplating the use of force 
in Syria, a country as populous as Iraq or Afghanistan and no less divided along religious and ethnic lines. Yet the legal, political, 
strategic and military conditions for an international operation are being fulfilled, which is in turn creating an opportunity to bring 
down Bashar al-Assad’s bloody dictatorship and its regionally destabilizing repression. 

 
32. What Type Of Navy Do We Really Need? 
(USA TODAY 26 OCT 12) ... Michael O’Hanlon 

Mitt Romney and Barack Obama sure are good at the zingers. During Monday's presidential debate, Romney claimed that today's 
U.S. Navy is at its smallest size — in terms of the numbers of major ships — in a century. Obama sarcastically retorted that we aren't 
playing a game of Battleship and that counting ship numbers is a silly way to assess naval capability. Both candidates are basically 
right as far as they go, but their exchange contributed very little to an understanding of what the Navy of the United States requires 
today. 

 
33. My Line On Defense—No More Cuts 
When Congress meets after the election, it should reduce the debt without taking a dollar more from the 
military. 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 26 OCT 12) ... Joe Lieberman 

There is broad consensus that when Congress reconvenes in November, it must act to prevent sequestration. That is the $500 
billion cut in defense spending scheduled to go into effect on Jan. 2, which all parties agree would be catastrophic for our national 
security. 
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34. Overdue: Why It’s Time To End The U.S. Military’s Female Combat Ban 
The military was the first major American institution to integrate African Americans. It’s now open to gay 
and lesbian soldiers. It’s time to let women serve in combat, writes Megan H. MacKenzie. 
(THE DAILY BEAST 26 OCT 12) ... Megan H. MacKenzie 

Today, 214,098 women serve in the U.S. military, representing 14.6 percent of total service members. Hundreds of female 
soldiers have received a Combat Action Badge, awarded for actively engaging with a hostile enemy. Two women, Sgt. Leigh Ann 
Hester and Specialist Monica Lin Brown, have been awarded Silver Stars—one of the highest military decorations awarded for valor 
in combat—for their service in Afghanistan and Iraq. 
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TOP STORIES: 
1. Syrian Military Declares Holiday Truce, But Will Respond To Attacks 
(NEW YORK TIMES 26 OCT 12) ... Neil MacFarquhar 

BEIRUT, Lebanon — The Syrian Army announced 
Thursday that it would cease military operations from Friday 
to Monday to mark the most important Muslim holiday of the 
year. 

The announcement, read on Syrian state television, made 
clear that the government reserved the right to respond to any 
military action by rebel forces. 

Any truce was likely to be severely tested in places, given 
the fractured nature of fighting across Syria. It was negotiated 
by Lakhdar Brahimi, the international envoy trying to 
inaugurate a peace process. 

Given that much of the opposition fighting under the 
umbrella of the Free Syrian Army actually consists of separate 
military commands in every major city and province, it was 
hard to gauge if the opposition would also stop operations 
with any uniformity. 

But the head of the military council in the central city of 
Homs, Col. Qasim Saad ad-Deen, said he would respect the 
cease-fire if the Syrian military did. “It depends if the regime 
sticks to it,” he said. “We don’t want statements, we want 
actions.” 

Should the fighting stop or even slow for the holiday, Id 
al-Adha, the Muslim feast of sacrifice, it would be the first 
time since April that the two sides have at least said they 
would halt the killing. That previous cease-fire, arranged by 
Mr. Brahimi’s predecessor, Kofi Annan, was not respected by 
either side but slowed the tempo of killing for a few days. 

In announcing the cease-fire plan on Wednesday, Mr. 
Brahimi, the joint special representative of the United Nations 
and the Arab League, said that he hoped it could serve as the 
basis for something longer and more sustainable. It is 
essentially a do-it-yourself effort, however, with no outside 
monitors or enforcement provision. 

The Syrian Army statement said that although it had 
accepted the cease-fire out of respect for the holiday, it 
reserved the right to retaliate. It said government forces would 
respond if “terrorist groups” — its blanket description for all 
the armed opposition — carried out any kind of attack, tried to 
reinforce their positions or resupply their ammunition or if 
more foreign fighters infiltrated the country. 

Another rebel commander, Arafat Mahmoud, reached by 
Skype in northern Syria, said he suspected the Syrian Army 
was just trying to regroup after having lost many checkpoints 
in the north, not to mention huge chunks of the city of Aleppo 
and other urban centers. 

“The regime is looking for an exit to get ammunition and 
food supplies,” he said. “All the regime’s tricks have been 
revealed; they want a cease-fire just to reinforce their bases.” 

A Western diplomat assigned to Damascus said that if 
there was even an attempt at respecting the cease-fire it could 
be a sign that both sides were feeling weary, squeezed 
militarily and looking for a break. 

It was not clear, however, that both are ready to accept 
even the idea of a political settlement. Until now, both the 
government of President Bashar al-Assad and the opposition 
have indicated that they want to overpower the other by force 
of arms. 

Several rebel commanders said that they wanted some of 
their conditions met to respect the truce, including the release 
of thousands of political prisoners and the delivery of 
humanitarian aid. United Nations agencies, hoping that the 
truce would hold, had been making contingency plans for an 
extensive effort to deliver emergency aid to civilians. Mr. 
Brahimi had stressed that the delivery of aid in war-ravaged 
cities was an important component of the truce. 

In Amman, Jordan, a spokesman for the United Nations 
refugee agency said its relief workers in Syria, in coordination 
with the Syrian Arab Red Crescent, were standing by to 
transport thousands of emergency aid packages to families in 
previously inaccessible areas on the assumption that the cease-
fire would offer a temporary window for safe delivery. The 
spokesman, Ron Redmond, said the agency had positioned 
550 tons of supplies for distribution to residents in parts of 
Aleppo, Idlib, Raqqa and Homs. 

“We’ve got to be prepared to get into places we haven’t 
been able to get into,” Mr. Redmond said in a telephone 
interview. Acknowledging that the cease-fire was fragile, he 
said, “We don’t have any illusions, but we’ve got to be 
prepared to move.” 

Fighting continued in earnest even on the eve of the 
cease-fire. Rebels said they had taken control of two important 
districts in central Aleppo, named Ashrafiyah and Syriac. It 
was impossible to corroborate the assertions independently. 

Even while rebel commanders said they were willing to 
consider a cease-fire, that sentiment was not universally 
accepted among the rank-and-file. 

“The regime has violated so many truces in the past that 
we are not going to budge,” said a fighter using his nickname, 
Abu Thabet, reached in an area of Ashrafiyah that he said had 
been liberated from government control. Any halt in the 
fighting would allow Mr. Assad’s forces to move swiftly to try 
to restore the upper hand, he said. 

Further complicating the cease-fire is that some insurgent 
groups, operating beyond the command of the Free Syrian 
Army, have rejected it. One group, Al Nusra Front for the 
People of the Levant, a band of jihadists that Western 
intelligence officials have linked to Al Qaeda, circulated a 
statement on militant Web sites saying, “There is nothing 
between us and them except the sword,” referring to Mr. 
Assad’s loyalists. 

In a region appalled by the carnage in Syria since the 
uprising first emerged as a peaceful protest movement in 
March 2011, the cease-fire gave at least a vague hope that the 
guns could be stilled for a while. 

“After 19 months of daily killings and destruction, the 
Syrians deserve a chance to catch their breath, tend to their 
wounds, inspect their destroyed homes and property, and 
receive news from their families and loved ones,” wrote Urayb 
ar-Rintawi, a columnist in Jordan’s Ad-Doustour newspaper. 
“The Syrians deserve a space for hope.” 

Hania Mourtada and Hwaida Saad contributed reporting 
from Beirut, and Rick Gladstone from New York. 

Return to Index 
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2. Iran Said To Nearly Finish Nuclear Enrichment Plant 
(NEW YORK TIMES 26 OCT 12) ... David E. Sanger and William J. Broad 

WASHINGTON — Intelligence officials from several 
countries say Iran in recent weeks has virtually completed an 
underground nuclear enrichment plant, racing ahead despite 
international pressure and heavy economic sanctions in what 
experts say may be an effort to give it leverage in any 
negotiations with the United States and its allies. 

The installation of the last of nearly 3,000 centrifuges at a 
site called Fordo, deep under a mountain inside a military base 
near the holy city of Qum, puts Iran closer to being able to 
build a nuclear weapon, or come up to the edge, if its leaders 
ultimately decide to proceed. 

The United States, Israel and the United Nations have all 
vowed to prevent that from happening, imposing increasingly 
tough sanctions on the country and using cyberwarfare to slow 
its progress in obtaining a weapon. President Obama said last 
week that the time for a negotiated settlement was “running 
out.” 

Talks this year between Iran and the so-called P5-plus-1 
— the five permanent members of the United Nations Security 
Council plus Germany — have made little progress. The New 
York Times reported Sunday that the United States and Iran 
had reached an agreement in principle to hold direct talks after 
the American presidential election. Mr. Obama denied the 
report but said in Monday’s debate with Mitt Romney that he 
was open to such talks. 

Iran’s progress at Fordo was disclosed by officials 
familiar with the findings of inspectors from the International 
Atomic Energy Agency who have been to the site recently as 
part of their regular visits. The officials included some from 
European governments who have opposed taking military 
action to slow the Iranian program, arguing that sanctions — 
with a mix of covert action — are far preferable. 

The report comes at a moment when Iran has emerged as 
a point of contention in the foreign policy debates surrounding 
the approaching election. Mr. Romney has charged that the 
president has been “weak” on Iran, and said that Iran’s 
production of nuclear material had expanded greatly during 
Mr. Obama’s tenure. But he also embraced diplomacy in the 
debate on Monday. 

Asked about the intelligence reports, Tommy Vietor, the 
spokesman for the National Security Council, said, “While we 
can’t comment on a report that has yet to be released, we 
remain concerned about Iran’s defiance of its international 
obligations.” He noted that “the president is determined to 
prevent Iran from getting a nuclear weapon and continues to 
believe there is time and space for diplomacy.” 

Until just two months ago, Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu of Israel suggested he would not allow the Fordo 
plant to go into operation, warning that once it did Iran would 
have begun to enter a “zone of immunity” where it could 
produce nuclear fuel without fear of an Israeli strike. Israel 
does not possess the bunker-busting bombs that would be 
needed to destroy the facility, though the United States does 

have one weapon that can do the job: the “massive ordnance 
penetrator” that just entered the American arsenal. 

In September, however, Israeli officials suddenly stopped 
using the “zone of immunity” phrase, and Mr. Netanyanu told 
the United Nations that he could wait until late spring before 
any taking military action, saying that was when Iran would be 
on the cusp of the ability to produce a bomb. European and 
American officials interpreted that announcement as evidence 
that Mr. Netanyahu concluded that Israel could not get 
through the more than 200 feet of rock over the Fordo plant 
without American help. 

The prospect of a renewed round of diplomacy may 
explain the pace of activity at the underground site. The fact 
that the Fordo plant is approaching full operation, shortening 
the amount of time it would need to build a weapon, gives Iran 
added ability to exert pressure on the United States and its 
allies. “When slapped with new sanctions,” said Mark 
Fitzpatrick, a former State Department official who now 
studies the Iranian program at the International Institute for 
Strategic Studies in London, “Iran typically likes to pick up 
the pace of its enrichment work to try to show that it can’t be 
pressured into submission.” 

The installation of the last centrifuges at Fordo represents 
a milestone for the Iranians that the Obama administration 
hoped to avoid. In September 2009, Mr. Obama, along with 
the leaders of Britain and France, revealed the existence of the 
site, in an effort to galvanize international efforts to stop Iran’s 
program. His top national security aides predicted that the 
public exposure would force Iran to abandon the plant. 

While that did not happen, a senior administration official 
said Thursday that the exposure of the plant’s existence three 
years ago “eliminated its use as a ‘sneak out’ venue,” because 
it forced Iran to allow inspectors inside the facility. “Sneak 
out” is a phrase that connotes covert production of bomb fuel, 
while “break out” is used to describe a race for a bomb. Mr. 
Obama, in the Monday debate, insisted that “we have a sense 
of when they would get breakout capacity,” a phrase that left 
many thinking that was the line he would not let Iran cross. 

While the plant is not yet fully running — fewer than half 
of all its centrifuges are spinning out enriched uranium — Iran 
could have it doing so within months, officials say. Fordo is 
designed to make “medium enriched” fuel that is relatively 
close to bomb grade, and American officials worry that, in a 
relatively short amount of time, that fuel could be converted to 
a type suitable for weapons. But as Mr. Vietor noted, with 
inspectors visiting, “We are in a position to closely observe 
Iran’s program and detect any effort by Iran to begin 
production of weapons-grade uranium.” 

In August, the International Atomic Energy Agency said 
Fordo was roughly three-quarters complete, and that Iran had 
installed 2,140 centrifuges there, a doubling since a previous 
report three months before. 
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3. Philippines Rolls Out Welcome Mat For U.S. Warship 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 25 OCT 12) ... Jim Gomez 

ABOARD THE USS GEORGE WASHINGTON -- A 
U.S. Navy aircraft carrier strike force's visit to Manila is the 
latest show of American military might partly aimed at 
countering China's grip in Asia. But it also provides hundreds 
of Filipino American Sailors a chance to briefly soak in the 
warm embrace of a second home. 

U.S. Sailor Ryan Regondola, who was born in the 
southern Philippine city of Davao, said Thursday that the 
nuclear-powered USS George Washington's five-day visit 
underscores America's enduring friendship with the 
Philippines. He's also excited that the mission means a brief 
reunion with his Filipino dad, as well as Manila street 
delicacies including balut - boiled duck egg loved by many for 
its unique taste, but dreaded by others because of the half-
formed, feathery embryo that pops out as an eater munches. 

"I missed out a lot, so I'm catching up," Regondola told 
The Associated Press on board the hulking warship anchored 
at Manila Bay. "It feels great to be back home." 

The Philippines has reached out to the United States, a 
longtime defense treaty ally, for help in modernizing its 
acutely outdated fleet of warships and planes and in training 
its troops amid renewed entanglement in long-running 
territorial disputes with China in the South China Sea. 

Manila's desire to bolster its external defense and security 
cover has dovetailed with America's intention to pivot away 
from years of heavy military engagement in the Middle East to 
Asia, where it has been trying to foster closer economic and 
military alliances with countries such as the Philippines partly 
as a counterweight to China's rising clout. 

In a highly symbolic gesture in May last year, Philippine 
President Benigno Aquino III, accompanied by senior 
members of his Cabinet and military chief of staff, was flown 
to the USS Carl Vinson to welcome the American warship as 
it traveled in the South China Sea toward the Philippines for a 
Manila visit. 

The 97,000-ton carrier had just journeyed from a historic 
mission in the North Arabian Sea, where it had received the 
Navy SEALs team that carried the body of Osama bin Laden, 
who was killed days earlier in a highly secretive U.S. 
commando assault in Pakistan. 

Since then, there has been an increasing tempo of high-
profile port calls and visits by U.S. warships, submarines and 
aircraft, including the George Washington, which visited in 
2010 and steamed back into Manila Bay on Wednesday for 
small military exercises and civic projects and to let loose 
thousands of its crew for a few days of liberty in the bustling 
Philippine capital. 

Manila Mayor Alfredo Lim welcomed Capt. Gregory 
Fenton, the commanding officer of the George Washington, 
which will host a reception for hundreds of Filipino dignitaries 
and military officials. 

About 800 of the carrier's 5,500-strong force were either 
born in the Philippines or are of Filipino descent, according to 
Fenton. 

Navy officer Dioscoro Crucillo had longed wanted to visit 
his sisters in the Philippines, but managed to return only this 
week after not seeing them for 21 years. He said he wanted his 
homecoming to show that he hasn't changed, that he's still "a 
native son, proud of both worlds." 

Another Navy man aboard the George Washington, 19-
year-old Spencer Rhoades, is the son of a Filipino woman and 
an American rail engineer. 

His parents brought him to the poor central Philippine 
province of Samar, where his mother is from, when he was 5 
years old, and he did not return to the country until this week. 
Rhoades said he was aware of the geo-political issues 
surrounding the American presence in Asia but would rather 
simply enjoy getting back to his roots for now. 

"I see a lot of it on the news, in the newspapers, and it's 
hard not to think about it," Rhoades said. "When I come here, 
it's just to relax, get off work a little bit and just kick my feet 
up ... I get to see where my mom is from and see the culture." 

From the George Washington, passenger boats ferry 
hundreds of American Sailors in casual clothes to the Mall of 
Asia, one of Asia's largest shopping centers, where some bars 
blared loud disco music on a rainy noontime Thursday to 
attract the visitors. Smiling mall workers handed umbrellas to 
the large throng of Sailors. 

Such U.S. military presence in the region has in the past 
annoyed China, which has warned the United States not to 
intervene in territorial disputes Beijing says should be dealt 
with one-on-one by Asian claimants. 

Amid the murky situation, Washington has walked a 
tightrope by providing military support to allies like the 
Philippines and declaring that it will help ensure freedom of 
navigation in disputed South China Sea areas, while also 
saying it does not take sides in the disputes to avoid being 
drawn into the wrangling. 

"We are firmly committed to helping support the nations 
that are involved in the disputes, but ideally we'd like to see 
them sort out their disputes via diplomatic channels," Fenton 
told reporters. 

"We're very sensitive to the areas that are under disputes," 
he said. "We do make a very conscious effort to stay away 
from those areas." 
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ASIA – PACIFIC: 
4. N. Korea Naval Boat Violates Disputed Border: South 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 25 OCT 12) 

SEOUL - A North Korean naval patrol boat briefly 
crossed the disputed Yellow Sea border with South Korea on 
Thursday while tracking Chinese fishing vessels, military 
officials in Seoul said. 

The apparently accidental incursion, which the officials 
said lasted only seven minutes, came amid heightened tensions 
on the Korean peninsula ahead of the South's presidential 
election in December. 
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The patrol boat sailed about 36 metres (120 feet) into the 
southern side of the sea boundary but swiftly retreated after a 
warning radioed by South Korean naval ships, the South's 
Joint Chiefs of Staff (JCS) said. 

"We believe the North Korean boat accidentally crossed 
the Northern Limit Line (NLL) while trying to chase away 
Chinese fishing vessels," a JCS spokesman told AFP. 

About 70 Chinese vessels were fishing near the border, he 
said. 

The de-facto maritime boundary between the two Koreas 
is not recognised by Pyongyang, which argues it was 
unilaterally drawn by the U.S.-led United Nations forces after 
the 1950-53 Korean War. 

It was a scene of bloody battles in 1999, 2002 and 2009. 
In September, South Korean navy patrol ships fired 

warning shots at North Korean fishing boats that crossed the 
border. 

The two Koreas remain technically at war since the 
Korean conflict was concluded with a ceasefire rather than a 
peace treaty, and small border incidents in the past have been 
known to escalate swiftly. 

Thursday's incursion came as South Korea kicked off an 
annual, large-scale military exercise aimed at countering 
threats from North Korea. 

The week-long military manoeuvres will involve 240,000 
army, navy, air force and marine corps personnel, along with 
police officers. 

Pyongyang was enraged by a U.S.-South Korea 
agreement announced earlier this month to almost triple the 
range of the South's missile systems to 800 kilometres (500 
miles) to cover the whole of North Korea. 
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5. U.S. Learning To Say 'Sorry' In Japan After High-Profile Incidents 
(STARS AND STRIPES 26 OCT 12) ... Wyatt Olson 

YOKOTA AIR BASE, Japan — After two Sailors were 
detained recently for the alleged assault and rape of a Japanese 
woman on Okinawa, official apologies flew. 

Lt. Gen. Salvatore Angelella, commander of U.S. Forces 
Japan, told reporters Oct. 19 that he wanted to “personally 
apologize for the grief and trauma the victim has endured …” 

Four days later, Rear Adm. Dan Cloyd, commander of 
U.S. naval forces in Japan, met with the vice governor of 
Okinawa and offered “heartfelt apologies” on behalf of the 
U.S. Navy and all forces in Japan. 

And while John Roos, the U.S. ambassador to Japan, 
didn’t utter the word “apology,” he did address the incident on 
three separate occasions, even expressing his own personal 
anger at what allegedly happened. 

The U.S. military hasn’t always been so quick to express 
regret about accusations of serious crimes committed by 
troops in Japan – although it seems to be learning it has more 
to gain from doing so than not. 

For example, when four Marines from Iwakuni Marine 
Corps Station were detained in October 2007 for the alleged 
rape of a 19-year-old woman, official comments were 
measured. A USFJ spokeswoman simply confirmed the 
command was “aware of the allegations.” Likewise, the U.S. 
Embassy released a statement acknowledging the incident but 
refused to comment further. 

So when is it appropriate to apologize? 
“It’s not an easy decision to be made,” said Maj. Neal 

Fisher, a spokesman for USFJ. “We’re always looking out for 
the health of the alliance. And in this particular case, this was 
just such a horrendous act that our leadership felt it warranted 
that.” 

Fisher said “every incident is handled on its own merit,” 
with the outcome based on discussions between the U.S. 
ambassador and senior military leaders. 

“I’m not at liberty to discuss what they talked about or 
why they came to the conclusion that they did,” he said of the 
most recent incident. 

The U.S. Embassy declined interview requests on the 
subject. 

Not everyone is pleased with America’s willingness to 
apologize for an incident that has not yet been adjudicated. 

“I am extremely troubled by the fact that our senior 
leaders are throwing out the constitutional rights of our 
servicemembers and the fundamental principle that one is 
innocent until proven guilty in order to appease a foreign 
nation,” Tim Bilecki, a Hawaii-based attorney who routinely 
defends servicemembers accused of rape, said in an email 
interview. “It appears the military’s senior leaders will go to 
any lengths to win their ‘war on sexual assault.’ ” 

Indeed, apologizing to foreign countries is considered a 
sign of weakness by some Americans. 

During the final presidential candidates debate, Mitt 
Romney criticized President Barack Obama for undertaking an 
“apology tour” of the Mideast. Regardless of that claim’s 
veracity, Obama knew how some voters regard politicians 
who say sorry, firing back that the claim was “probably the 
biggest whopper” of the campaign. 

Apologies, however, carry a somewhat different meaning 
in Japan. 

“In terms of the role of an apology, in Japan people 
apologize much more so,” said William B. Cleary, a law 
professor at Hiroshima Shuda University. 

“It’s a custom and a cultural aspect of Japanese 
interaction and discourse that apologies are a way to resolve 
conflicts between people as quickly as possible.” 

For example, he said, in America if two people have a car 
accident, an apology by one party would imply fault and might 
even jeopardize an insurance claim. 

“Not so here in Japan,” Cleary said. “The apology is 
basically to recognize that something has happened that’s not 
right. In the case of the ambassador and the military 
apologizing, I think they’re apologizing for the nuisance that 
they’re causing and trouble they’re causing, not only to the 
victim, but to the Japanese government and the Japanese 
prosecutors and police for the time they are having to spend on 
this case, regardless of what the outcome may be.” 

Official apologies, though, have gone only so far with 
Okinawa’s Vice Gov. Kanetoshi Yoseda. 



 10

“I accept the apologies as a very appropriate gesture,” he 
said. “However, apologies don’t fix the problem. That’s the 
nature of a problem like this.” 

Violent crimes by servicemembers on Okinawa have long 
been a source of rage for citizens there, particularly since 
1995, when a Sailor and two Marines kidnapped and raped a 
12-year-old girl. 

Anti-military feelings were already running high this 
month with the arrival of the first of 12 Osprey at Futenma Air 
Base. Some Okinawans regard the hybrid helicopter-plane as a 
safety threat. 

Military officials also are undoubtedly mindful of the fury 
and protests that erupted in South Korea after an Army 
armored vehicle hit and killed two teenage girls in June 2002. 

Maj. Gen. Russel L. Honoré, commander of the 2nd 
Infantry Division, wrote of the bitter lesson he learned about 
slow apologies as the affair unfolded. 

“After the accident I did the same dumb thing that many 
senior leaders do in a crisis situation,” he wrote in the book 
“Survival: How a Culture of Preparedness Can Save You and 
Your Family from Disasters.” “I put my Public Affairs Officer 
(PAO) out in front. 

“He was a good PAO but it was the worst possible move 
in that culture. It was completely counter the culture of Korea. 
There, if you or some[one] you are responsible for does 
something wrong you should profusely apologize. It doesn’t 
matter if you were to blame or not. You should be in the 
apologizing mode. My young PAO was in the explaining 
mode.” 

That’s a lesson apparently valued by the current 
leadership in South Korea. Following the alleged rape of a 

South Korean teenager by a U.S. soldier last year, the 
commander of the 2nd Infantry Division issued statements 
apologizing to the victim of the assault, her family and the 
Korean people. Maj. Gen. Edward C. Cardon and other U.S. 
officials who issued apologies before defendant Kevin Lee 
Flippin went to court were criticized in some quarters for 
possibly infringing on his right to a fair trial. 

A few days after issuing the apology, Cardon stood by his 
actions. 

“I have no problem with that,” he said. “In (South 
Korean) society, apologizing is important” and a way to 
“mitigate some of the blow back we receive.” 

The Korean approach is supported by a study published 
last year in the journal “International Negotiation,” which 
examined the role apologies play in repairing trust between 
American and Japanese businesses and consumers. 

A survey of people from Japan and America found that 
“compared to Americans, Japanese apologized more often and 
were more likely to apologize for actions in which they were 
not involved; on the other hand, Americans were more likely 
than Japanese to equate apologizing with personal blame.” 

It also found that “apologies for integrity violations led to 
greater trust repair for Japanese than for Americans.” 

Tetsushi Okumura, an economics professor at Nagoya 
City University who co-authored the study, said the recent 
apologies by high-ranking officials “worked well for 
preventing unnecessary escalation of frustration of Japanese, 
especially people in Okinawa.” 

“I don’t see the U.S. losing anything because of this 
action. It could avoid future troubles with this quick move.” 
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6. Osprey At Futenma Base Joins Firefighting Operation 
(KYODO NEWS 25 OCT 12) 

NAHA, Japan -- A U.S. military MV-22 Osprey aircraft 
participated in an operation Thursday to extinguish a mountain 
fire at an artillery live-fire training field in Okinawa, following 
the recent deployment of the aircraft at the Futenma Air 
Station in the prefecture. 

The U.S. military reported to the Okinawa Defense 
Bureau that the mountain fire broke out at the military's Camp 
Hansen in the village of Onna on Okinawa's main island at 
around 4:30 p.m. 

According to the village office, an Osprey aircraft 
carrying a bucket for firefighting was seen flying over the 
camp soon after the fire began, apparently to take part in the 
operation. 

The firefighting operation was the first activity other than 
flight training involving the tilt-rotor aircraft at the Futenma 
Air Station since their deployment on Oct. 1. 

Mountain fires occur occasionally at U.S. military bases 
in Okinawa due to live-fire training. 

Meanwhile, all of the mayors of 41 cities, towns and 
villages in Okinawa decided Thursday to visit Tokyo around 
Dec. 20 to call directly on Prime Minister Yoshihiko Noda to 
scrap the Osprey deployment, according to organizers of a 
rally opposing the move that was held in September. 
Prefectural, city and town assembly members will also join the 
mayors, the organizers added. 

The organizers plan to hold an anti-Osprey demonstration 
involving around 3,000 people in front of the prime minister's 
office during the mayors' visit, they said. 

Many people in Okinawa are concerned about the Osprey 
deployment at the Futenma base, located in a crowded 
residential area, especially after two crashes of the aircraft 
overseas earlier this year. 
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7. U.S. To Strengthen Its Network Of Defence Alliances: Panetta 
(PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 26 OCT 12) ... Lalit K Jha 

WASHINGTON -- At a time when U.S. is forced to cut 
its defence budget due to current economic crisis, the country 
is working on to strengthen its network of defence alliances 
across the globe to retain its status as a world power, the 
Pentagon leadership said. 

"One important way that we are going to do this is to 
strengthen our network of defence alliances around the globe," 
Panetta told reporters yesterday at a Pentagon news 
conference, while answering the question as to how the U.S. 
military is going to be able to project power and to maintain 
presence in a global world in an era of declining resources. 
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The new defence strategy sent is designed to allow us to 
accomplish that goal, he said. 

"It is fair to say that a vital pillar of this defence strategy 
that we released this year is the important work of developing 
and deepening ties to other nations, developing their 
capabilities and building new alliances and partnerships to 
promote security. This is one of the keys to the defence force 
that we're trying to build for the 21st century," Panetta said. 

"This system of defence alliances and security 
partnerships is one of America's greatest national security 
assets. No other nation in the world really has this asset. These 
relationships are sound investments in an era of fiscal 
challenges and they really do pay dividends," he said. 

"They allow us to defend our interests while developing 
more militaries that can shoulder the burden of the 
international security environment," he added. 

A day earlier, Panetta met his South Korean counterpart 
as part of their regular dialogue with allies in the Asia-Pacific 
region. 

"Our goal there is to continue to strengthen the 60-year 
alliance that we have with the South Koreans for the future," 
he said. 

"Earlier this month I consulted with a number of our 
European allies and ISAF partner nations at the NATO 
defense ministerial, where we came together to affirm our 
commitment to the international mission in Afghanistan. 
NATO is a proven alliance, one that has conducted successful 
operations in Libya, Kosovo and Afghanistan," he added. 

"Before the NATO meeting, I met with my counterparts 
from the Western Hemisphere as part of the Conference of 
Defense Ministers of the Americas." 

"And at that conference, nations of this hemisphere 
agreed on a concrete plan to improve humanitarian assistance 
and disaster relief, really one of the first steps that that 
ministerial group has taken in a way that brings all of these 
nations together. What they did reflects a new era, I believe, of 
broad and constructive defense cooperation in the Americas," 
he said. 

Adding that the goal is to continue these efforts, he said. 
In early November, General Martin Dempsey Chairman 

of the Joint Chiefs of Staff and he would be traveling to 

Australia to participate in the annual AUSMIN meeting with 
the Secretary of State, Hillary Clinton. 

"I'll be meeting with Asian defence ministers in 
Cambodia at the Asian defense ministers meeting," he said. 

"General Dempsey will also be traveling soon to the 
Middle East," he said. 

U.S. and Israel Defense Forces are conducting an exercise 
called Austere Challenge. "It's the largest exercise we have 
held between our two militaries. The goal of this historic 
three-week exercise is to improve our combined ability to 
defend against missile attacks by exercising our active missile 
defence and air defence forces and systems, he said. 

"As with all of the exercises that we conduct alongside 
our allies and partners, this is all about teamwork and making 
sure that our forces have the capability to be able to cooperate 
when necessary. Using rotational deployments under our new 
defence strategy, we will be conducting more of these kinds of 
exercises with nations across the globe," Panetta said. 

India An Important Country In The Region: Panetta 
Emphasising on India's cooperation for developing 

stability in Afghanistan, U.S. Defense Secretary Leon Panetta 
said here that India is an important country in the region and 
whatever India can do to bring stability in Afghanistan would 
be very helpful. 

"India is an important country in that region. And 
obviously, whatever India can do to try to help develop 
stability in that region, both working with Afghanistan as well 
as Pakistan, would be very helpful to the prospects of peace in 
the future," Panetta told reporters yesterday during a Pentagon 
news conference. 

Talking about Afghanistan, Panetta said their goal has 
always been an Afghanistan that can govern and secure itself 
and that can be a sovereign and independent country in that 
important region of the world and one that is sufficiently 
secure so that al-Qaida never again finds a safe heaven from 
which to conduct attacks on our country or anyplace else. 

"That's the goal. And that's the kind of Afghanistan that I 
think we're trying to work towards and I think it's the kind of 
Afghanistan the Afghan people want to have for the future as 
well," Panetta said in response to a question. 
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MIDEAST: 
8. Syrian War Boils Over Onto U.S. Allies; Outside Jihadists Rush In 
(WASHINGTON TIMES 25 OCT 12) ... Ashish Kumar Sen 

Syria’s protracted civil war is spilling across its borders, 
creating breeding grounds for extremists, sharpening sectarian 
schisms and threatening to destabilize U.S. allies in the Middle 
East. 

The war has attracted jihadists from across the region, 
including Libya, where rebels overthrew Moammar Gadhafi’s 
regime a year ago and where al Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb 
has sought to put down roots. 

“If al Qaeda-related groups gain a foothold in Syria, that 
is very bad news for everybody,” said Danielle Pletka, vice 
president of foreign and defense policy studies at the 
American Enterprise Institute. 

“And if governments that have long been allies of the 
U.S. – [I’m] thinking here of a country like Jordan – end up 

being destabilized, that is also potentially very harmful for the 
United States,” she said. “There are so many wild cards.” 

In just the past month, a mortar shell fired by the Syrian 
military killed five civilians in Turkey, provoking a Turkish 
attack on Syrian targets; a top Lebanese intelligence official 
was assassinated in Beirut by a car bomb blamed on Syria; and 
a Jordanian soldier was killed in a border clash with armed 
men trying to cross over from Syria. 

“Fallout from the Syrian civil war is one of the most 
important strategic issues facing the United States today,” said 
Daniel L. Byman, deputy director of the Saban Center for 
Middle East Policy at the Brookings Institution. 

“The conflict has the potential to destabilize key regional 
states, like Iraq, and to assist terrorist groups, like Hezbollah 
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and al Qaeda. It also implicates the interests of powerful 
friends like Israel and Turkey,” Mr. Byman said. “As the 
conflict intensifies, these problems are likely to grow worse, 
not better.” 

Syrian President Bashar Assad’s regime agreed Thursday 
to a four-day cease-fire effective from Friday to mark the 
Muslim holiday of Eid-al-Adha. The Syrian army, however, 
reserved the right to respond to rebel attacks during this 
period. 

Rebels reported heavy fighting in the western cities of Al 
Rastan and Aleppo in interviews over Skype on Thursday. 

Syrian activists say more than 33,000 people have been 
killed since the start of the uprising against the Assad regime 
in March of last year. The United Nations estimates that more 
than 20,000 people have died. 

Foment In Lebanon 
The civil war has exacerbated sectarian tensions in Syria’s 

neighborhood. The consequences have been felt most 
violently in Lebanon, its southwestern neighbor, where Sunnis 
are pitted against Mr. Assad’s Shiite supporters. Mr. Assad 
belongs to the Alawite branch of Shiite Islam. 

Lebanon’s sectarian rivalries were brought to the fore 
Oct. 19, when Brig. Gen. Wissam al-Hassan, a top intelligence 
official and foe of Syria, was killed by a massive car bomb in 
Beirut. 

The blast laid bare the tenuous nature of peace in 
Lebanon, which was ravaged by a civil war between 1975 and 
1990 and occupied by Syrian forces until 2005. 

Al-Hassan had led an investigation that had resulted in the 
arrest in August of Michel Samaha, a former Lebanese 
Cabinet minister and ally of Mr. Assad‘s. Mr. Samaha has 
been accused of smuggling weapons from Syria into Lebanon 
with the aim of fomenting violence. Two Syrian officers also 
have been indicted in that plot. 

Lebanese politicians say al-Hassan’s opposition to Syria 
cost him his life. 

“I think the Syrians are trying to tell to the world: ‘If the 
Syrian regime is toppled, or if the Syrian regime is in danger, 
the whole region will be in danger,’” said Boutros Harb, a 
leader in the March 14 Alliance, a coalition of Lebanese 
political parties and independent candidates that opposes the 
Assad regime. 

“The developments in Syria are so dangerous [they] 
cannot happen without having any consequences on the 
Lebanese situation,” Mr. Harb said Monday at the Aspen 
Institute in Washington, D.C. 

“What’s happening in Syria is a period of change. This 
change, unfortunately, is not helping things,” he added. 

Hisham Melhem, a Lebanese journalist and Washington 
bureau chief of Al-Arabiya, a Dubai-based news channel, said 
Gen. al-Hassan’s assassination “is another reminder that it is 
naive, maybe dangerously naive, to believe that Lebanon can 
‘disassociate’ itself from the storm that is engulfing Syria.” 

“From the beginning, everybody who knew anything 
about Lebanon, Syria would have told policymakers in 
Washington that unless the uprising succeeds or [is] defeated 
quickly, three things are inevitable: that the regime will make 
violence worse; that the regime will use sectarianism, and that 
sectarianism will draw the jihadists; and it is inevitable that 
the conflict in Syria, if it is allowed to drag on for months, will 

spill over to the neighboring countries,” said Mr. Melhem, 
who also spoke at the Aspen Institute. 

Sunni-Shiite Divide 
The sectarian issue has been a factor in the response of 

Syria’s neighbors to the crisis. 
“One of the reasons why [Iraqi Prime Minister Nouri] al-

Maliki is not supporting the rebels in Syria, despite the fact 
that he has no affection for Assad, is because he is really 
worried about western Iraq and the implications a substantial 
presence of Sunni extremists will have in that part of Iraq,” 
said Ms. Pletka. Mr. al-Maliki is Shiite. 

Earlier this month, the conflict threatened to draw in 
Turkey when a Syrian shell landed on a Turkish village, 
killing five civilians. Turkey’s parliament authorized a 
military response, and its military bombed targets inside Syria. 

The incident prompted a frantic scramble to calm tensions 
by officials, including Secretary of State Hillary Rodham 
Clinton, U.N. Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon and Lakhdar 
Brahimi, the U.N. and Arab League’s envoy to Syria. Turkey 
is a member of NATO, and under the military alliance’s 
Washington Treaty, an attack against one member is 
considered an attack against all members. 

The Turkish newspaper Milliyet reported over the 
weekend that Turkey’s military had, in recent weeks, fired 87 
times on Syria in retaliation for Syrian shells landing inside 
Turkey. Twelve Syrian soldiers had been killed and several 
tanks destroyed, it said. 

In June, Syrian forces shot down a Turkish military jet, 
killing two pilots. 

International Concerns 
Syria’s crisis could have long-lasting repercussions in the 

region. Besides Lebanon, Jordan also risks being destabilized. 
Jordan’s King Abdullah II warned of the “dangerous 

repercussions” of the conflict on the region. 
“There can certainly be permanent damage and lasting 

effect of the Syrian conflict in these other countries even after 
the conflict in Syria is resolved,” said Michele Dunne, director 
of the Atlantic Council’s Rafik Hariri Center for the Middle 
East. 

Rebels continued to fight regime forces late Thursday. 
In an apparent setback for the regime, activists said rebel 

fighters pushed into predominantly Christian and Kurdish 
neighborhoods in northern Aleppo that previously had been 
held by pro-Assad forces, the Associated Press reported. 

“It was a surprise,” local activist Abu Raed said via 
Skype. “It was fast progress and in an unexpected direction.” 

He asked to be identified only by his nickname for fear of 
reprisals. 

The battle for Aleppo, a former regime stronghold and 
Syria’s business hub, has been largely deadlocked since rebels 
first captured parts of the city in late July. 

A complete rebel takeover could change the momentum 
of the war, although in recent months, front lines have shifted 
repeatedly and it was not clear if rebel fighters could maintain 
Thursday’s gains, the AP reported. 

Activists also reported fighting and shelling by 
government forces near the capital of Damascus, and scores of 
people were reported killed nationwide. 

The civil war has created more than a quarter of a million 
refugees who have poured across Syria’s borders into Turkey, 
Jordan, Lebanon and Iraq. Those refugees have heightened 
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security concerns and, with the onset of winter, are straining 
precious resources. 

The influx of refugees “has been particularly destabilizing 
in Lebanon, but I think there are worrying signs in Jordan and 
Turkey as well,” Ms. Dunne said. 

“All of this is, unfortunately, very much to be expected 
and will get worse until the conflict inside Syria is resolved in 
some way,” she added. 

International efforts to resolve the crisis have made little 
headway. Russia and China have vetoed three U.N. Security 
Council resolutions that sought to find a solution to the 
conflict. 

President Obama’s Republican challenger, Mitt Romney, 
has advocated a more robust leadership role for the U.S. in 

efforts to resolve the crisis. While Mr. Romney is opposed to 
U.S. military intervention in Syria, he supports arming the 
rebels. 

Some Arab states already are arming the rebels. The 
Obama administration has been reluctant to do so and has 
provided only nonlethal aid. 

The Syrian crisis has “potential upsides” in terms of the 
damage it can do to Iran, Syria’s ally in the region, and its 
ability to help Syria rejoin the community of nations, Ms. 
Pletka said. 

“The problem is, the longer it spirals out of control, the 
more likely it is that there are going to be genuine downsides,” 
she added. 
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9. U.S. Rushes To Stop Syria From Expanding Chemical Weapon Stockpile 
(DANGER ROOM (WIRED) 25 OCT 12) ... Noah Shachtman 

The regime of embattled Syrian dictator Bashar Assad is 
actively working to enlarge its arsenal of chemical weapons, 
U.S. officials tell Danger Room. 

Assad’s operatives have tried repeatedly in recent months 
to buy up the precursor chemicals for deadly nerve agents like 
sarin, even as his country plunges further and further into a 
civil war. The U.S. and its allies have been able to block many 
of these sales. But that still leaves Assad’s scientists with 
hundreds of metric tons of dangerous chemicals that could be 
turned into some of the world’s most gruesome weapons. 

“Assad is weathering everything the rebels throw at him. 
Business is continuing as usual,” one U.S. official privy to 
intelligence on Syria says. “They’ve been busy little bees.” 

Back in July, the Assad regime publicly warned that it 
might just use chemical weapons to stop “external” forces 
from interfering in its bloody civil war. American policy-
makers became deeply concerned that Damascus just might 
follow through on the threats. Since the July announcement, 
however, the world community — including Assad’s allies — 
have made it clear to Damascus that unleashing weapons of 
mass destruction was unacceptable. The message appears to 
have gotten through to Assad’s cadre, at least for now. Talk of 
direct U.S. intervention in Syria has largely subsided. 

“There was a moment we thought they were going to use 
it — especially back in July,” says the U.S. official, referring 
to Syria’s chemical arsenal. “But we took a second look at the 
intelligence, and it was less urgent than we thought.” 

That hardly means the danger surrounding Syria’s 
chemical weapons program has passed. More than 500 metric 
tons of nerve agent precursors, stored in binary form, are kept 
at upward of 25 locations scattered around the country. If any 
one of those sites falls into the wrong hands, it could become a 
massively lethal event. And in the meantime, Assad is looking 
to add to his already substantial stockpile. 

“Damascus has continued its pursuit of chemical weapons 
despite the damage to its international reputation and the rising 
costs of evading international export control on chemical 
weapons materials,” the James Martin Center for 
Nonproliferation Studies, a leading think tank on weapons of 
mass destruction issues, noted in an August profile of Syria’s 
illicit arms activities. 

Exactly why is unclear; Assad is perfectly capable of 
mass slaughter with more conventional means, like tanks and 

cluster bombs. Perhaps his chemical precursors are relatively 
unstable, and he needs fresh supplies; perhaps this is a late 
shopping spree before the international noose tightens 
completely; perhaps he wants to send a warning to potential 
adversaries in Jerusalem and Washington. 

Whatever the rationale, Assad is continuing his attempts 
to buy the building blocks of nerve agents like sarin. The CIA 
and the U.S. State Department, working with allies in the 
region, have recently prevented sales to Syria of industrial 
quantities of isopronol. Popularly known as rubbing alcohol, 
it’s also one of the two main chemical precursors to sarin gas, 
one of the deadliest nerve agents in existence. The other 
precursor is methylphosphonyl difluoride, or DF. The Syrians 
were also recently blocked from acquiring the phosphorous 
compounds known as halides, some of which can be used to 
help make DF. 

At a recent meeting of the Australia Group, an informal 
collection of international government officials dedicated the 
stopping the spread of weapons of mass destruction, 
participants “discussed the extensive tactics – including the 
use of front companies in third countries – [that] the Syrian 
government uses to obscure its efforts to obtain [regulated 
equipment], as well as other dual-use items, for proliferation 
purposes.” Bottom line: “Syria continues to be a country of 
proliferation concern, with active biological and chemical 
weapons programs.” 

In June, Jane’s Defence Weekly reported that North 
Korean engineers were spotted in Syria working on Scud-D 
short-range ballistic missiles, which can carry chemical 
warheads. Two months later, witnesses tell the German 
magazine Der Spiegel, Syria test-fired several of its chemical-
capable missiles at the al-Safirah research center east of 
Aleppo. 

To Leonard Spector, deputy director of the James Martin 
Center, these reports are signs that “Syria has not stopped the 
weapons of mass destruction program.” 

Among American policy-makers, there’s a growing sense 
(perhaps a bit wishful) that Damascus will eventually fall to 
the rebels — despite Assad’s brutal crackdown on the 
uprising, and despite an often-haphazard international 
campaign to help the rebellion. On Thursday, rebel group 
announced that they had seized two more districts in the city 
of Aleppo. U.S. intelligence agencies are believed to be 
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helping with the training of opposition groups, while the 
Pentagon denies shipping arms to the rebels. In public, 
American aid has largely been limited to organizational advice 
(Washington is trying to set up a council of opposition leaders 
in Doha in the next few weeks, for instance) and technical 
assistance. Several hundred Syrian activists have traveled to 
Istanbul for training in secure communications, funded by the 
U.S. State Department. The rebel leaders received tips on how 
to leapfrog firewalls, encrypt their data, and use cellphones 
without getting caught, as Time magazine recently reported. 
Then they returned to Syria, many of them with new phones 
and satellite modems in hand. 

In the background, the U.S. is also starting to strategize 
for how it should operate in a post-Assad Syria. And that 
includes scoping out plans for disposing of Assad’s stockpiles 
of nerve and mustard agents. It won’t be easy: Iraq’s former 
chemical bunkers are still toxic, a decade after Saddam’s 
overthrow. The U.S. recently said it won’t be done disposing 
of its Cold War chemical weapon arsenal until 2023. 

Disposing of chemical weapons might not be as touchy a 
political issue in Syria as it is in America. But Assad’s nerve 

agents will still be tricky to render (relatively) safe — or 
“demilitarize,” in weapons jargon. DF, for example, can be 
turned into a somewhat non-toxic slurry, if combined properly 
with lye and water. The problem is that when DF reacts with 
water, it generates heat. And since DF has an extremely low 
boiling point — just 55.4 degrees Celsius — it means that the 
chances of accidentally releasing toxic gases are really high. 
“You could easily kill yourself during the demil,” one 
observer tells Danger Room. 

Naturally, this process could only begin once the DF and 
the rubbing alcohol was gathered up from Assad’s couple 
dozen storage locations. Then, they’d have to be carted far, far 
out into the desert — to make sure no bystanders could be hurt 
— along with the enormous stirred-tank reactors needed to 
conduct the dangerous chemistry experiments. And when it 
was all done, there would the result would be a whole lot of 
hydrofluoric acid, which is itself a poison. In other words, 
even if the U.S. stops every one of Assad’s chemical weapon 
shipments from here on out, the legacy of his illicit weapons 
program will linger on for decades. 
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10. Israeli General Says Wargames With U.S. Boost Deterrence 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 25 OCT 12) ... Jonathan Ferziger 

The biggest-ever U.S.-Israeli military exercise, bringing 
3,500 American troops to test air- defense systems with 1,000 
Israeli solders, should worry Iran and Hamas, an Israeli 
commander said. 

“When you see two professional armed forces such as the 
U.S. and Israeli air-defense forces working together and 
practicing together, of course, it’s a message of deterrence,” 
Brigadier-General Shachar Shohat said yesterday after 
surveying anti-missile systems brought to Tel Aviv for the 
wargames. “I hope the other side also understands it like that.” 

Shohat and U.S. Air Force Lieutenant General Craig 
Franklin are running the month-long exercise dubbed “Austere 
Challenge 12” designed to create “stress situations” in Israel’s 
airspace and off its Mediterranean coast that test the ability of 
both countries to act against attacks. 

The mock military maneuvers and computer war 
simulations taking place on a Tel Aviv beach coincided with 
actual Israeli air raids 70 kilometers (44 miles) to the south on 
the Gaza Strip in response to Palestinian rocket attacks. Four 
Gaza residents were killed by the Israeli strikes as Palestinian 
militia groups launched at least 75 missiles into Israel, 
wounding three foreign workers, two seriously, and damaging 
property, according to police. 

Sudanese Accusation 
“The dozens of rockets fired from Gaza into the southern 

part of our country demonstrate the threat to our citizens,” 
Shohat said at a press conference with Franklin on the beach 
with American and Israeli flags fluttering behind them. 

Sudan yesterday accused Israel of attacking its Yarmouk 
military factory, according to Cairo-based Middle East News 
Agency, without presenting evidence to support the assertion. 
Israeli Defense Minister Ehud Barak declined to comment on 
the pre-dawn explosion that killed two people. 

The fact that Israel is fighting Hamas, the Islamist 
movement that controls Gaza, and preparing for a 
counterstrike against Iran if Prime Minister Benjamin 

Netanyahu decides to attack its nuclear facilities is just 
coincidence, Franklin said. 

‘Notional Scenario’ 
“This is not related to any real world scenario,” he said. 

“This is an exercise with a notional scenario.” 
Iranian officials say their nuclear program is intended 

only for civilian purposes and that they will retaliate against 
any Israeli military action. Hamas is considered a terrorist 
organization by Israel, the U.S. and the European Union. 

While Iran staged its own wargames last week, General 
Hossein Salami said an Israeli attack “would be an opportunity 
to destroy that regime,” according to the Iranian Students 
News Agency. Hossein said Israel couldn’t sustain a long war 
and its “threats are only psychological,” ISNA reported Oct. 
18. 

President Barack Obama’s administration has openly 
disagreed with Netanyahu over how to halt Iran’s progress 
toward the capability to produce an atomic weapon and the 
timing of any military strikes to stop its work. 

Austere Challenge 12 follows a U.S.-led exercise last 
month that involved more than 30 nations in the largest mine-
clearing demonstration in the Persian Gulf region. Iranian 
officials have periodically threatened to close the Strait of 
Hormuz, through which about 20 percent of the world’s oil is 
shipped daily. 

War Exercises 
Iran’s forces conducted three war exercises earlier this 

year “meant to show offensive and defensive” missile 
capabilities, the Pentagon said in a June 29 report to Congress. 
The Islamic Republic’s military continues to improve the 
accuracy and killing power of its long- and short-range 
ballistic missiles, including designing a weapon to target 
vessels, the Pentagon said. 

Iran continues to develop ballistic missiles with the range 
to reach regional adversaries, Israel and Eastern Europe, 
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including an extended-range Shahab-3 and a 2,000-kilometer 
medium-range ballistic missile, according to the report. 

The exercise in Israel includes personnel and a mobile 
tactical-operations center from the year-old 10th Army Air & 
Missile Defense Command in Kaiserslautern, Germany, 

whose members showed off missile launchers and associated 
trucks and heavy equipment before the generals spoke. 

“This is what we use to sort out the threats and 
friendlies,” Army Captain Mary Thurmond, 29, of Savannah, 
Georgia, said, standing next to a massive radar truck. “The 
cooperation between our two forces has been just amazing.” 
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AFGHANISTAN: 
11. Troops Shot After Taliban Leader's Call 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 26 OCT 12) ... Maria Abi-Habib 

KABUL—Two U.S. Special Operations troops were 
killed by a man in Afghan police uniform on Thursday, a day 
after Taliban leader Mullah Omar called on more Afghan 
soldiers and policemen to kill Americans. 

The attack in southern Uruzgan province came a day after 
two British troops—a female medic and a Royal Marine 
commando—were gunned down in another suspected insider 
attack that involved an off-duty Afghan policeman. 

Insider attacks have become a critical issue for the U.S.-
led coalition. Thursday's U.S. deaths brought to 55 the number 
of coalition troops killed by their Afghan comrades-in-arms 
this year, according to coalition statistics. Wednesday's British 
casualties aren't included in that tally because the investigation 
is continuing. 

This year, more Western troops were gunned down by 
Afghan soldiers and policemen than by the Taliban. Insider 
attacks account for one-fifth of all battlefield deaths, which 
include fatalities from roadside bombs, rockets and aircraft 
crashes. 

These insider attacks have prompted coalition countries 
such as France to speed up the withdrawal of their troops, and 
led the U.S. last month to severely curtail joint patrols with 
Afghan forces. 

Mullah Omar, in his message of congratulations for Eid 
al-Adha, the Muslim holiday of sacrifice this weekend, praised 
the insurgency's success in infiltrating Afghan security forces. 
He called on Afghans to "increase your efforts to expand the 
area of infiltration," adding that "this tactic will achieve more 
fruitful results." 

A coalition spokesman said it wasn't clear whether the 
latest killings were related to the Taliban leader's message. 
"That is strangely coincidental," said U.S. Army Col. Thomas 
Collins, a spokesman for the U.S.-led coalition in Kabul. "The 
numbers have gone up significantly this year and it's become 
an enemy tactic. Does this have to do with the Mullah Omar's 
Eid message? We don't know." 

In Uruzgan province's dangerous Khas Uruzgan district, 
the two members of a visiting U.S. Special Operations team 
were killed when a man wearing an Afghan police uniform 
opened fire Thursday afternoon, a coalition official said. 

U.S. Special Operations forces, led by the Navy SEALs, 
have been clearing and holding swaths of Uruzgan in recent 
months, preparing the province's handover to the Afghan 
government. But they face challenges, with the army in most 

cases refusing to patrol without coalition forces and police 
unable to penetrate insecure areas without U.S. manpower. 

In August, members of Khas Uruzgan's Afghan Local 
Police, a force mentored by the SEALs, told The Wall Street 
Journal that they hadn't been paid for months by the 
government, and threatened to join the Taliban. The SEALs, 
who work and sleep alongside the ALP, said they were less 
likely to be victims of insider attacks because of the close 
relationships they had formed. 

Anti-American feelings are rife in the Afghan army and 
police, the two forces that are supposed to take over once the 
coalition's military mandate ends in 2014. "We call the 
Americans troops infidels. They may be our allies in military 
terms, but under our religion they are our enemies," said an 
Afghan army sergeant serving in Khost province. "The Quran 
says that Christians and Jews can never be friends of the 
Muslims." 

The British troops killed Wednesday were on a foot patrol 
in Helmand province's Nahr-e-Saraj district, the country's 
most violent by number of incidents, according to coalition 
statistics. 

The troops were killed in an exchange of gunfire, 
according to the U.K. Ministry of Defense. An Afghan 
policeman who wasn't wearing a uniform died in the firefight, 
the statement said. The British forces weren't patrolling with 
Afghan police at the time. 

The spokesman for the Afghan police in Helmand, Farid 
Ahmad Farang, said foreign forces mistook an Afghan 
policeman for an insurgent and opened fire, killing him. He 
said a separate patrol of foreign forces then engaged their 
international counterparts by mistake, killing the medic and 
the Royal Marine commando in friendly fire. The U.K. 
Ministry of Defense said it didn't know who initiated the fire 
and that an investigation was under way. 

Fear of insider attacks has affected how the coalition 
operates. In the eastern province of Nangarhar, a Missouri 
National Guard patrol commander, Staff Sgt. Michael Davis, 
recently warned his soldiers to be wary of Afghans in uniform 
after leaving the base on patrol. 

Before venturing out, team member Maj. Dominic 
Sansone put in a final word about any Afghans who approach 
with requests for aid or medical assistance: don't help, unless 
they were hit by the convoy. "If we didn't do it, we're not 
stopping," he said. "We're all going home." 
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12. Iranians Build Up Afghan Clout 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 26 OCT 12) ... Maria Abi-Habib 

HERAT, Afghanistan—Iran is funding aid projects and 
expanding intelligence networks across Afghanistan, moving 
to fill the void to be left by the U.S. withdrawal from 
Afghanistan by the end of 2014, according to U.S. and Afghan 
officials. 

While Iran's spending here is nowhere near the billions 
the U.S. spends, Tehran's ability to run grass-roots programs 
and work directly with Afghans is giving its efforts 
disproportionate clout—something it could wield against 
American interests should the U.S. military strike Iran's 
nuclear program. 

"Iran is the real influence here. With one snap of their 
fingers, they can mobilize 20,000 Afghans," said a high-
ranking official in Afghanistan's presidential palace. "This is 
much more dangerous than the suicide bombers coming from 
Pakistan. At least you can see them and fight them. But you 
can't as easily see and fight Iran's political and cultural 
influence." 

Many leading Afghan government officials have received 
Iranian support for years. President Hamid Karzai two years 
ago admitted that his office has regularly received suitcases of 
cash from Tehran, with as much as $1 million in euros stuffed 
inside, in exchange for "good relations." 

Afghanistan is important to Tehran's efforts to break out 
of its international isolation as Iran's main regional ally, Syria, 
battles an insurgency. A pro-Iranian militant group in 
Lebanon, Hezbollah, has also been put on the defensive by the 
civil war in Syria, a Hezbollah benefactor. 

Iran shares a language with many Afghans, about half of 
whom speak a dialect of Persian. Millions of Afghans work in 
Iran, and Iran is the main supplier of electricity to western 
Afghan cities like Herat, an hour's drive from the border. 
While Afghanistan is mainly Sunni Muslim, it has a large 
minority that shares Iran's Shiite branch of Islam. 

Iran's main vehicle for spreading its influence across its 
eastern border is the Imam Khomeini Relief Committee, or 
IKRC, a secretive aid organization that operates around the 
world. The U.S. blacklisted IKRC's branch in Lebanon two 
years ago for aiding Hezbollah. 

Unlike the U.S. Agency for International Development, 
which disburses its aid through private contractors and 
sometimes even hides the aid's American origin, the IKRC 
works directly with Afghan applicants, combining economic 
help with seeding efforts to gather intelligence, Western and 
Afghan officials say. 

According to an Afghan man named Ali, who says he 
worked for IKRC vetting applicants for aid, they must supply 
extensive information on backgrounds and contact details of 
their extended family. U.S. officials believe IKRC uses the 
process to ensure aid goes only to those loyal to Iran. 

Iran's embassy in Kabul and consulate in Herat didn't 
respond to requests for comment. 

A senior U.S. official predicted Iran's efforts would fail 
because Afghans view them with suspicion. "The Afghans 
know who their true friends are," the official said, adding that 
the U.S. would have an enduring partnership with Kabul but 
Iran won't. 

In Herat, IKRC provides loans to build houses; monthly 
stipends of oil, sugar, tea and medicine; and vocational 

courses. "As human beings, we will receive aid from whoever 
provides it," said Ali. "America is absent." 

One recipient is Masooma Karimi. When she and her 
husband-to-be needed money for a wedding, IKRC paid for it 
and for furniture and kitchen goods. 

The Iranians also paid for the wedding of Dunya and 
Saytaki Husseini, providing $400 and traditional clothes for 
the ceremony. "The Iranians are doing more than the 
Americans," said Mr. Husseini. "Iran is in all of our lives." 

Ms. Karimi and the Husseinis live in the Herat 
neighborhood of Jubrayl, with many ethnic Hazaras who, like 
Iranians, are Shiites. Iran has built it a library, school, clinics 
and smooth roads—all Afghanistan rarities. 

On a recent day in the library, a stack of books bearing a 
portrait of Iran's supreme leader, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, was 
piled on the floor awaiting distribution to children. 

The library doesn't just spread Iranian propaganda. Young 
girls use one room to learn English. There are classes in 
computer science and math. 

"I would be happy if the U.S. would provide this aid, too, 
but they don't," said Reza, the manager, who uses just one 
name. "So I'm working with Iranian aid." 

An employee, however, said the library had little choice: 
Officials from the Iranian consulate in Herat threatened to cut 
off funding this spring unless the library promoted more 
Iranian programs. 

Another demand, the employee said, was to 
commemorate the June 3 anniversary of the death of Ayatollah 
Ruhollah Khomeini, leader of Iran's 1979 revolution. The 
library, needing the funds, agreed to increase its classes on 
Iranian culture. 

"Soft power" isn't the only kind Iran projects. Herat 
provincial officials say they have seen a rise in insurgent 
activity by groups with Iranian backing. Insurgents "have safe 
houses in Iran and fight against the Afghan government," said 
Herat's governor, Daoud Saba. 

In August, The Wall Street Journal reported that Iran had 
let the Taliban open an office in Iran and was increasing its 
support to the insurgency, aiming to speed up the U.S.-led 
coalition's withdrawal from Afghanistan. 

Iran's President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad, at a meeting in 
China with Afghanistan's Mr. Karzai, said if the U.S. or Israel 
attacked Iranian sites, Iran would target U.S. Afghan bases, 
said officials who attended the meeting. 

Western diplomats call Iran's moves partly a reaction to 
U.S. and European sanctions aimed at its nuclear ambitions, 
which have caused its currency to fall and inflation to rise. 
"They cannot attack Washington or London, but they can 
attack us," a senior Afghan official said. 

Afghan officials say Iranian diplomats have long funded 
Afghan media outlets, and in August, officials in Iran's 
embassy in Kabul met with four Afghan TV stations and three 
newspapers in an effort to establish a union of Afghan 
journalists that would voice the Iranian line. 

Afghanistan's intelligence agency struck back, arresting 
several Iranian journalists it claimed were Iranian spies. A 
Kabul-based reporter for Iran's semiofficial Fars News Agency 
remains in custody. 



 17

Mobarez Rashidi, Afghanistan's deputy minister of 
culture and information, acknowledged that the U.S.-led 
coalition, too, has funded the Afghan media to foster pro-
American views. He drew a distinction. "We welcome 
countries that support media clearly and openly," he said. 

Unlike the U.S., which focuses aid on restive provinces 
where the Taliban are strong, Iran empowers those that tend to 
be pro-Iranian. 

Permission to enter Iran is potent tool. At Iranian-run 
clinics and mosques in Herat, when Afghans seek to enter Iran 
for medical care or a pilgrimage, only those deemed loyal to 
Iran get visas, said a senior Western official in Herat. 

Herat's provincial health director felt Iran's wrath in 2008 
when he sought to inspect an Iranian-funded clinic that was 
accused of giving patients pro-Iranian propaganda. The clinic, 
Sabz-e-Parsyan, is a gatekeeper for Afghans seeking treatment 
in Iran. The provincial official, Ghulam Sayed Rashed, says its 
staff refused to let him inspect the building fully. 

He ordered the clinic shut until an inspection was 
completed, but two days later was overruled by a higher Herat 
official. The clinic's current director said he wasn't aware of 
the incident and denied any pro-Iran activity. 

In any case, says Mr. Rashed, he and his family members 
have been denied visas to visit Iran ever since. 
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AFRICA: 
13. Panetta Says Risk Impeded Deployment To Benghazi 
(NEW YORK TIMES 26 OCT 12) ... Elisabeth Bumiller 

WASHINGTON — Defense Secretary Leon E. Panetta 
said Thursday that he and top military commanders “felt very 
strongly” that deploying American forces to defend against the 
fatal attack last month on the United States diplomatic 
compound in Benghazi, Libya, was too risky because they did 
not have a clear picture of what was happening on the ground. 

“There’s a lot of Monday-morning quarterbacking going 
on here,” Mr. Panetta told reporters at the Pentagon, adding 
that “the basic principle is that you don’t deploy forces into 
harm’s way without knowing what’s going on, without having 
some real-time information about what’s taking place.” 

As a result, Mr. Panetta said, he and two top commanders 
“felt very strongly that we could not put forces at risk in that 
situation.” The commanders are Gen. Martin E. Dempsey, the 
chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, and Gen. Carter F. Ham 
of Africa Command, which oversees American military 
operations in Africa, including Libya. 

Mr. Panetta was at the White House for a regular meeting 
on the afternoon of Sept. 11 as the first reports of the attack 
unfolded, an American official said. By that evening Mr. 
Panetta had consulted with General Dempsey and General 
Ham and had ordered a number of American military forces in 
the region to move closer to Libya. 

Defense officials say they did not receive a request for 
military support from the State Department as the attack 
unfolded. 

In response to Mr. Panetta’s decision, a small Special 
Operations “strike force” team moved from Central Europe to 
the Sigonella Air Base in Sicily while two Navy destroyers 
already in the Mediterranean were moved off the Libyan 
coast. A rapid-reaction team of elite Marines left Rota, Spain, 
and arrived to protect the American Embassy in Tripoli, the 
Libyan capital, the next day. 

But a senior military official said that uncertainty about 
what was happening on the ground in Libya delayed the 
decision about where to send the Special Operations forces 
until about 9 p.m. in Washington, or 3 a.m. on Sept. 12, in 
Libya. 

Ultimately, the decision relayed from the military’s Joint 
Staff in Washington was “to get close but not into Libya,” the 
official said. The task force then deployed over the next 24 
hours to Sigonella, which is about an hour by plane from 
Benghazi. But by that time the shooting was over and the 
Americans were eventually evacuated. 

As Mr. Panetta told reporters on Thursday, “This 
happened within a few hours, and it was really over before we 
had the opportunity to really know what was happening.” 

Republicans, in the meantime, continue to question the 
Obama administration about its handling of an event that has 
become a source of sharp debate in the presidential campaign. 

On Thursday, Speaker John A. Boehner of Ohio released 
a letter asking the president to answer a number of questions 
about Libya publicly, including what military options he had 
been offered or had considered during the attack and its 
immediate aftermath. 

Mr. Boehner also said in his letter that “information now 
in the public domain contradicts how you and senior 
administration officials consistently described the cause and 
nature of the terrorist attack in the day and weeks immediately 
following.” 

Why, Mr. Boehner asked, “did the administration fail to 
account for facts that were known at the time?” 

Mr. Boehner sent his letter after a series of three leaked e-
mails sent by State Department officials shortly after the 
attack began — including one that alerted the White House 
Situation Room that a militant group had claimed 
responsibility for it — stirred new debate on Wednesday about 
the Obama administration’s shifting accounts. 

The first e-mail, sent about a half-hour after the assault 
began, said the State Department’s regional security officer in 
Tripoli had reported that the mission in Benghazi was under 
attack, and that “20 armed people fired shots.” A second said 
the firing at the mission had stopped. In the third, the embassy 
in Tripoli reported that a local militant group, Ansar al-
Shariah, had claimed responsibility through postings on 
Facebook and Twitter. 
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14. Algeria Accepts Last-Resort Mali Intervention: Sources 
(REUTERS 25 OCT 12) ... John Irish and Lamine Chikhi 

PARIS/ALGIERS -- Algeria has given its tacit approval 
for an Africa-led military intervention in northern Mali to rout 
Islamist militants despite reservations the operation could spill 
over into its territory and neighboring countries, Algerian and 
French sources said. 

Africa's biggest country and a top oil and gas exporter 
shares a 2,000 km (1,242 mile) border with Mali and sees 
itself as the major regional power, wary of any outside 
interference. 

It fears military action in Mali could push al Qaeda 
militants back into southern Algeria as well as triggering a 
refugee and political crisis, especially among displaced Malian 
Tuaregs heading north to join tribes in Algeria. 

Although Algiers would not be able to veto an operation, 
it would be diplomatically risky for African countries backed 
by Western powers to intervene in Mali without Algeria's 
consent, especially as the conflict could drag on for many 
months. 

However, after weeks of diplomatic cajoling led by 
former colonial power France, Algiers has now reluctantly 
agreed that foreign troops will be needed to eradicate the 
Islamist threat. It continues to rule out any direct support to 
the mission. 

"At the end of the day, we won't oppose a military 
intervention in Mali as long as foreign troops are not stationed 
on our soil," said an Algerian source informed about 
discussions on Mali. 

With six hostages held by the Islamists and fearful of an 
attack on home soil, France is eager for swift action. 

"Algeria now accepts the principle of a military 
intervention, which wasn't the case before," a senior French 
diplomat said. 

He said the change in position came after a high-level 
meeting in the Malian capital Bamako on October 19 that 
brought regional and international players to the negotiating 
table. 

A French defense ministry source said there was "tacit" 
agreement and that Paris did not expect more from Algiers. 

Algeria has repeatedly advocated a diplomatic solution in 
Mali since Tuareg rebels and Islamists captured two thirds of 
the country after an army coup in Bamako in March. The 
Islamist militants, some linked to al Qaeda, later hijacked the 
revolt. 

The Bamako meeting followed a French-drafted U.N. 
Security Council resolution urging Mali to engage in dialogue 
with Tuareg Islamist rebels Ansar Dine if they cut links with 
radical groups, a move that satisfied Algiers' calls for 
dialogue. 

Paris had until now considered Ansar Dine among the al 
Qaeda-linked groups and refused to negotiate with them. 

The resolution also asked African states and the United 
Nations for a Mali military intervention plan within 45 days. 

A second Algerian official said Algiers would do its best 
to find a diplomatic solution, but could also potentially 

support Malian troops by providing weapons for a future 
operation. 

Terrorist Dens 
In Washington, U.S. Defense Secretary Leon Panetta 

voiced concern about the presence of al Qaeda's North African 
arm, AQIM, in Mali, but stressed the need to work with 
countries in the region to address it. 

"We need to work with the nations in the region. They all 
agree that we're facing the same threat there from AQIM," 
Panetta said, adding any future operations would have to be 
developed and executed "on a regional basis." 

"And so our goal right now is to try to do everything we 
can to bring those countries together in a common effort to go 
after AQIM." 

U.S. Secretary of State Hillary Clinton plans to visit 
Algeria early next week before a trip to the Balkans, and is 
expected to press her hosts on Mali. 

"Mali is one of the subjects that the secretary does want to 
talk to Algerian officials about," State Department 
spokeswoman Victoria Nuland said. "So we look forward to 
continuing that discussion when we're there on Tuesday." 

Diplomats say any intervention in northern Mali is still 
some months away with a three-phased plan likely to 
consolidate the south first, followed by an operation to re-take 
northern cities and finally a mission to go after militants. 

In anticipation, Algerian Prime Minister Abdelmalek 
Sellal told lawmakers extra troops had been sent to secure 
Algeria's borders. 

"We won't allow any threat to harm our nation," he said. 
"Algeria wants to avoid having terrorist dens at its frontiers." 

The change in Algeria's position comes amid an 
improvement in ties with France 50 years after it gained its 
independence. 

In a symbolic gesture before a state visit to Algeria in 
December, President Francois Hollande acknowledged for the 
first time last week that Algerians were massacred at a 1961 
pro-independence rally in Paris. Historians say more than 200 
may have been killed in the police action. 

Four French ministers, including the foreign and interior 
ministers, have traveled to Algiers in recent weeks to pave the 
way for the trip aimed at normalizing relations and ensuring 
the visit is not clouded by differences over the Mali crisis. 

"This changes things considerably for Hollande's trip. We 
are no longer at risk of a discord over Mali," said a French 
diplomatic source. "It's no longer the idea of a bellicose 
France demanding intervention and the Algerians saying 
never." 

Riccardo Fabiani, North Africa analyst at Eurasia Group, 
said there was still a clear red line for Algeria which was that 
it would not intervene or commit troops. 

"They are adopting a sort of benevolent neutrality. The 
Algerians are going to stand by and watch. I can't see 
collaboration at any level other than intelligence sharing." 
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COUNTERTERRORISM: 
15. Secret Ops Grow At U.S. Base 
At forefront of drone wars: $1.4 billion upgrade at Djibouti post planned 
(WASHINGTON POST 26 OCT 12) ... Craig Whitlock 

DJIBOUTI CITY, Djibouti — Around the clock, about 16 
times a day, drones take off or land at a U.S. military base 
here, the combat hub for the Obama administration’s 
counterterrorism wars in the Horn of Africa and the Middle 
East. 

Some of the unmanned aircraft are bound for Somalia, the 
collapsed state whose border lies just 10 miles to the 
southeast. Most of the armed drones, however, veer north 
across the Gulf of Aden to Yemen, another unstable country 
where they are being used in an increasingly deadly war with 
an al-Qaeda franchise that has targeted the United States. 

Camp Lemonnier, a sun-baked Third World outpost 
established by the French Foreign Legion, began as a 
temporary staging ground for U.S. Marines looking for a 
foothold in the region a decade ago. Over the past two years, 
the U.S. military has clandestinely transformed it into the 
busiest Predator drone base outside the Afghan war zone, a 
model for fighting a new generation of terrorist groups. 

The Obama administration has gone to extraordinary 
lengths to conceal the legal and operational details of its 
targeted-killing program. Behind closed doors, painstaking 
debates precede each decision to place an individual in the 
cross hairs of the United States’ perpetual war against al-
Qaeda and its allies. 

Increasingly, the orders to find, track or kill those people 
are delivered to Camp Lemonnier. Virtually the entire 500-
acre camp is dedicated to counterterrorism, making it the only 
installation of its kind in the Pentagon’s global network of 
bases. 

Secrecy blankets most of the camp’s activities. The U.S. 
military rejected requests from The Washington Post to tour 
Lemonnier last month. Officials cited “operational security 
concerns,” although they have permitted journalists to visit in 
the past. 

After a Post reporter showed up in Djibouti uninvited, the 
camp’s highest-ranking commander consented to an interview 
— on the condition that it take place away from the base, at 
Djibouti's lone luxury hotel. The commander, Army Maj. Gen. 
Ralph O. Baker, answered some general queries but declined 
to comment on drone operations or missions related to 
Somalia or Yemen. 

Despite the secrecy, thousands of pages of military 
records obtained by The Post — including construction 
blueprints, drone accident reports and internal planning 
memos — open a revealing window into Camp Lemonnier. 
None of the documents is classified and many were acquired 
via public-records requests. 

Taken together, the previously undisclosed documents 
show how the Djibouti-based drone wars sharply escalated 
early last year after eight Predators arrived at Lemonnier. The 
records also chronicle the Pentagon’s ambitious plan to further 
intensify drone operations here in the coming months. 

The documents point to the central role played by the 
Joint Special Operations Command (JSOC), which President 
Obama has repeatedly relied on to execute the nation’s most 
sensitive counterterrorism missions. 

About 300 Special Operations personnel plan raids and 
coordinate drone flights from inside a high-security compound 
at Lemonnier that is dotted with satellite dishes and ringed by 
concertina wire. Most of the commandos work incognito, 
concealing their names even from conventional troops on the 
base. 

Other counterterrorism work at Lemonnier is more overt. 
All told, about 3,200 U.S. troops, civilians and contractors are 
assigned to the camp, where they train foreign militaries, 
gather intelligence and dole out humanitarian aid across East 
Africa as part of a campaign to prevent extremists from taking 
root. 

In Washington, the Obama administration has taken a 
series of steps to sustain the drone campaign for another 
decade, developing an elaborate new targeting database, called 
the “disposition matrix,” and a classified “playbook” to spell 
out how decisions on targeted killing are made. 

Djibouti is the clearest example of how the United States 
is laying the groundwork to carry out these operations 
overseas. For the past decade, the Pentagon has labeled 
Lemonnier an “expeditionary,” or temporary, camp. But it is 
now hardening into the U.S. military’s first permanent drone 
war base. 

Centerpiece Base 
In August, the Defense Department delivered a master 

plan to Congress detailing how the camp will be used over the 
next quarter-century. About $1.4 billion in construction 
projects are on the drawing board, including a huge new 
compound that could house up to 1,100 Special Operations 
forces, more than triple the current number. 

Drones will continue to be in the forefront. In response to 
written questions from The Post, the U.S. military confirmed 
publicly for the first time the presence of remotely piloted 
aircraft — military parlance for drones — at Camp Lemonnier 
and said they support “a wide variety of regional security 
missions.” 

Intelligence collected from drone and other surveillance 
missions “is used to develop a full picture of the activities of 
violent extremist organizations and other activities of 
interest,” Africa Command, the arm of the U.S. military that 
oversees the camp, said in a statement. “However, operational 
security considerations prevent us from commenting on 
specific missions.” 

For nearly a decade, the United States flew drones from 
Lemonnier only rarely, starting with a 2002 strike in Yemen 
that killed a suspected ringleader of the attack on the USS 
Cole. 

That swiftly changed in 2010, however, after al-Qaeda’s 
network in Yemen attempted to bomb two U.S.-bound 
airliners and jihadists in Somalia separately consolidated their 
hold on that country. Late that year, records show, the 
Pentagon dispatched eight unmanned MQ-1B Predator aircraft 
to Djibouti and turned Lemonnier into a full-time drone base. 

The impact was apparent months later: JSOC drones from 
Djibouti and CIA Predators from a secret base on the Arabian 
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Peninsula converged over Yemen and killed Anwar al-Awlaki, 
a U.S.-born cleric and prominent al-Qaeda member. 

Today, Camp Lemonnier is the centerpiece of an 
expanding constellation of half a dozen U.S. drone and 
surveillance bases in Africa, created to combat a new 
generation of terrorist groups across the continent, from Mali 
to Libya to the Central African Republic. The U.S. military 
also flies drones from small civilian airports in Ethiopia and 
the Seychelles, but those operations pale in comparison to 
what is unfolding in Djibouti. 

Lemonnier also has become a hub for conventional 
aircraft. In October 2011, the military boosted the airpower at 
the base by deploying a squadron of F-15E Strike Eagle 
fighter jets, which can fly faster and carry more munitions 
than Predators. 

In its written responses, Africa Command confirmed the 
warplanes’ presence but declined to answer questions about 
their mission. Two former U.S. defense officials, speaking on 
the condition of anonymity, said the F-15s are flying combat 
sorties over Yemen, an undeclared development in the 
growing war against al-Qaeda forces there. 

The drones and other military aircraft have crowded the 
skies over the Horn of Africa so much that the risk of an 
aviation disaster has soared. 

Since January 2011, Air Force records show, five 
Predators armed with Hellfire missiles crashed after taking off 
from Lemonnier, including one drone that plummeted to the 
ground in a residential area of Djibouti City. No injuries were 
reported but four of the drones were destroyed. 

Predator drones in particular are more prone to mishaps 
than manned aircraft, Air Force statistics show. But the 
accidents rarely draw public attention because there are no 
pilots or passengers. 

As the pace of drone operations has intensified in 
Djibouti, Air Force mechanics have reported mysterious 
incidents in which the airborne robots went haywire. 

In March 2011, a Predator parked at the camp started its 
engine without any human direction, even though the ignition 
had been turned off and the fuel lines closed. Technicians 
concluded that a software bug had infected the “brains” of the 
drone, but never pinpointed the problem. 

“After that whole starting-itself incident, we were fairly 
wary of the aircraft and watched it pretty closely,” an 
unnamed Air Force squadron commander testified to an 
investigative board, according to a transcript. “Right now, I 
still think the software is not good.” 

Prime Location 
Djibouti is an impoverished former French colony with 

fewer than 1 million people, scarce natural resources and 
miserably hot weather. 

But as far as the U.S. military is concerned, the country's 
strategic value is unparalleled. Sandwiched between East 
Africa and the Arabian Peninsula, Camp Lemonnier enables 
U.S. aircraft to reach hot spots such as Yemen or Somalia in 
minutes. Djibouti’s port also offers easy access to the Indian 
Ocean and the Red Sea. 

“This is not an outpost in the middle of nowhere that is of 
marginal interest,” said Amanda J. Dory, the Pentagon’s 
deputy assistant secretary for Africa. “This is a very important 
location in terms of U.S. interests, in terms of freedom of 
navigation, when it comes to power projection.” 

The U.S. military pays $38 million a year to lease Camp 
Lemonnier from the Djiboutian government. The base rolls 
across flat, sandy terrain on the edge of Djibouti City, a 
somnolent capital with eerily empty streets. During the day, 
many people stay indoors to avoid the heat and to chew khat, a 
mildly intoxicating plant that is popular in the region. 

Hemmed in by the sea and residential areas, Camp 
Lemonnier’s primary shortcoming is that it has no space to 
expand. It is forced to share a single runway with Djibouti’s 
only international airport, as well as an adjoining French 
military base and the tiny Djiboutian armed forces. 

Passengers arriving on commercial flights — there are 
about eight per day — can occasionally spy a Predator drone 
preparing for a mission. In between flights, the unmanned 
aircraft park under portable, fabric-covered hangars to shield 
them from the wind and curious eyes. 

Behind the perimeter fence, construction crews are 
rebuilding the base to better accommodate the influx of 
drones. Glimpses of the secret operations can be found in an 
assortment of little-noticed Pentagon memoranda submitted to 
Congress. 

Last month, for example, the Defense Department 
awarded a $62 million contract to build an airport taxiway 
extension to handle increased drone traffic at Lemonnier, an 
ammunition storage site and a combat-loading area for bombs 
and missiles. 

In an Aug. 20 letter to Congress explaining the emergency 
contract, Deputy Defense Secretary Ashton B. Carter said that 
16 drones and four fighter jets take off or land at the Djibouti 
airfield each day, on average. Those operations are expected to 
increase, he added, without giving details. 

In a separate letter to Congress, Carter said Camp 
Lemonnier is running out of space to park its drones, which he 
referred to as remotely piloted aircraft (RPA), and other 
planes. “The recent addition of fighters and RPAs has 
exacerbated the situation, causing mission delays,” he said. 

Carter’s letters revealed that the drones and fighter 
aircraft at the base support three classified military operations, 
code-named Copper Dune, Jupiter Garret and Octave Shield. 

Copper Dune is the name of the military’s 
counterterrorism operations in Yemen. Africa Command said 
it could not provide information about Jupiter Garret and 
Octave Shield, citing secrecy restrictions. The code names are 
unclassified. 

The military often assigns similar names to related 
missions. Octave Fusion was the code name for a Navy 
SEAL-led operation in Somalia that rescued an American and 
a Danish hostage on Jan. 24. 

Spilled Secrets 
Another window into the Djibouti drone operations can be 

found in U.S. Air Force safety records. 
Whenever a military aircraft is involved in a mishap, the 

Air Force appoints an Accident Investigation Board to 
determine the cause. Although the reports focus on technical 
questions, supplementary documents make it possible to re-
create a narrative of what happened in the hours leading up to 
a crash. 

Air Force officers investigating the crash of a Predator on 
May 17, 2011, found that things started to go awry at Camp 
Lemonnier late that night when a man known as Frog emerged 
from the Special Operations compound. 
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The camp’s main power supply had failed and the phone 
lines were down. So Frog walked over to the flight line to 
deliver some important news to the Predator ground crew on 
duty, according to the investigators’ files, which were 
obtained by The Post as part of a public-records request. 

“Frog” was the alias chosen by a major assigned to the 
Joint Special Operations Command. At Lemonnier, he 
belonged to a special collection of Navy SEALs, Delta Force 
soldiers, Air Force commandos and Marines known simply as 
“the task force.” 

JSOC commandos spend their days and nights inside their 
compound as they plot raids against terrorist camps and pirate 
hideouts. Everybody on the base is aware of what they do, but 
the topic is taboo. “I can’t acknowledge the task force,” said 
Baker, the Army general and highest-ranking commander at 
Lemonnier. 

Frog coordinated Predator hunts. He did not reveal his 
real name to anyone without a need to know, not even the 
ground-crew supervisors and operators and mechanics who 
cared for the Predators. The only contact came when Frog or 
his friends occasionally called from their compound to say it 
was time to ready a drone for takeoff or to prepare for a 
landing. 

Information about each Predator mission was kept so 
tightly compartmentalized that the ground crews were ignorant 
of the drones’ targets and destinations. All they knew was that 
most of their Predators eventually came back, usually 20 or 22 
hours later, earlier if something went awry. 

On this particular night, Frog informed the crew that his 
Predator was returning unexpectedly, 17 hours into the flight, 
because of a slow oil leak. 

It was not an emergency. But as the drone descended 
toward Djibouti City it entered a low-hanging cloud that 
obscured its camera sensor. Making matters worse, the GPS 
malfunctioned and gave incorrect altitude readings. 

The crew operating the drone was flying blind. It guided 
the Predator on a “dangerously low glidepath,” Air Force 
investigators concluded, and crashed the remote-controlled 
plane 2.7 miles short of the runway. 

The site was in a residential area and fire trucks rushed to 
the scene. The drone had crashed in a vacant lot and its single 
Hellfire missile had not detonated. 

The Predator splintered apart and was a total loss. With a 
$3 million price tag, it had cost less than one-tenth the price of 
an F-15 Strike Eagle. 

But in terms of spilling secrets, the damage was severe. 
Word spread quickly about the mysterious insect-shaped plane 
that had dropped from the sky. Hundreds of Djiboutians 
gathered and gawked at the wreckage for hours until the U.S. 
military arrived to retrieve the pieces. 

One secret that survived, however, was Frog’s identity. 
The official Air Force panel assigned to investigate the 
Predator accident couldn’t determine his real name, much less 
track him down for questioning. 

“Who is Frog?” one investigator demanded weeks later 
while interrogating a ground crew member, according to a 
transcript. “I’m sorry, I was just getting more explanation as to 
who Frog — is that a person? Or is that like a position?” 

The crew member explained that Frog was a liaison 
officer from the task force. “He’s a Pred guy,” he shrugged. “I 
actually don’t know his last name.” 

The accident triggered alarms at the upper echelons of the 
Air Force because it was the fourth drone in four months from 
Camp Lemonnier to crash. 

Ten days earlier, on May 7, 2011, a drone carrying a 
Hellfire missile had an electrical malfunction shortly after it 
entered Yemeni airspace, according to an Air Force 
investigative report. The Predator turned back toward 
Djibouti. About one mile offshore, it rolled uncontrollably to 
the right, then back to the left before flipping belly up and 
hurtling into the sea. 

“I’ve never seen a Predator do that before in my life, 
except in videos of other crashes,” a sensor operator from the 
ground crew told investigators, according to a transcript. “I’m 
just glad we landed it in the ocean and not someplace else.” 

Flying Every Sortie 
The remote-control drones in Djibouti are flown, via 

satellite link, by pilots 8,000 miles away in the United States, 
sitting at consoles in air-conditioned quarters at Creech Air 
Force Base in Nevada and Cannon Air Force Base in New 
Mexico. 

At Camp Lemonnier, conditions are much less pleasant 
for the Air Force ground crews that launch, recover and fix the 
drones. 

In late 2010, after military cargo planes transported the 
fleet of eight Predators to Djibouti, airmen from the 60th Air 
Force Expeditionary Reconnaissance Squadron unpacked the 
drones from their crates and assembled them. 

Soon after, without warning, a microburst storm with 80-
mph winds struck the camp. 

The 87-member squadron scrambled to secure the 
Predators and other exposed aircraft. They managed to save 
more than half of the “high-value, Remotely Piloted Aircraft 
assets from destruction, and most importantly, prevented 
injury and any loss of life,” according to a brief account 
published in Combat Edge, an Air Force safety magazine. 

Even normal weather conditions could be brutal, with 
summertime temperatures reaching 120 degrees on top of 80 
percent humidity. 

“Our war reserve air conditioners literally short-circuited 
in the vain attempt to cool the tents in which we worked,” 
recalled Lt. Col. Thomas McCurley, the squadron commander. 
“Our small group of security forces personnel guarded the 
compound, flight line and other allied assets at posts exposed 
to the elements with no air conditioning at all.” 

McCurley’s rare public account of the squadron’s 
activities came in June, when the Air Force awarded him a 
Bronze Star. At the ceremony, he avoided any explicit 
mention of the Predators or Camp Lemonnier. But his 
narrative matched what is known about the squadron’s 
deployment to Djibouti. 

“Our greatest accomplishment was that we flew every 
single sortie the Air Force asked us to fly, despite the 
challenges we encountered,” he said. “We were an integral 
part in taking down some very important targets, which means 
a lot to me.” 

He did not mention it, but the unit had gotten into the 
spirit of its mission by designing a uniform patch emblazoned 
with a skull, crossbones and a suitable nickname: “East Africa 
Air Pirates.” 

The Air Force denied a request from The Post to 
interview McCurley. 
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Increased Traffic 
The frequency of U.S. military flights from Djibouti has 

soared, overwhelming air-traffic controllers and making the 
skies more dangerous. 

The number of takeoffs and landings each month has 
more than doubled, reaching a peak of 1,666 in July compared 
with a monthly average of 768 two years ago, according to air-
traffic statistics disclosed in Defense Department contracting 
documents. 

Drones now account for about 30 percent of daily U.S. 
military flight operations at Lemonnier, according to a Post 
analysis. 

The increased activity has meant more mishaps. Last year, 
drones were involved in “a string of near mid-air collisions” 
with NATO planes off the Horn of Africa, according to a brief 
safety alert published in Combat Edge magazine. 

Drones also pose an aviation risk next door in Somalia. 
Over the past year, remote-controlled aircraft have plunged 
into a refugee camp, flown perilously close to a fuel dump and 
almost collided with a large passenger plane over Mogadishu, 
the capital, according to a United Nations report. 

Manned planes are crashing, too. An Air Force U-28A 
surveillance plane crashed five miles from Camp Lemonnier 
while returning from a secret mission on Feb. 18, killing the 
four-person crew. An Air Force investigation attributed the 
accident to “unrecognized spatial disorientation” on the part of 

the crew, which ignored sensor warnings that it was flying too 
close to the ground. 

Baker, the two-star commander at Lemonnier, played 
down the crashes and near-misses. He said safety had 
improved since he arrived in Djibouti in May. 

“We’ve dramatically reduced any incidents of concern, 
certainly since I’ve been here,” he said. 

Last month, the Defense Department awarded a $7 
million contract to retrain beleaguered air-traffic controllers at 
Ambouli International Airport and improve their English 
skills. 

The Djiboutian controllers handle all civilian and U.S. 
military aircraft. But they are “undermanned” and “over 
tasked due to the recent rapid increase in U.S. military 
flights,” according to the contract. It also states that the 
controllers and the airport are not in compliance with 
international aviation standards. 

Resolving those deficiencies may not be sufficient. 
Records show the U.S. military is also scrambling for an 
alternative place for its planes to land in an emergency. 

Last month, it awarded a contract to install portable 
lighting at the only backup site available: a tiny, makeshift 
airstrip in the Djiboutian desert, several miles from 
Lemonnier. 

This is the third of three articles. 
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HURRICANE SANDY: 
16. Hampton Roads Naval Bases Bracing For Sandy 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 26 OCT 12) ... Mike Hixenbaugh 

NORFOLK -- The Navy has ordered all its Hampton 
Roads installations to get ready for a possible weekend wallop 
from Hurricane Sandy. 

Rear Adm. Tim Alexander, commander of Navy Region 
Mid-Atlantic, issued the order today at noon. 

As a precaution, each base has been set to "Tropical 
Cyclone Condition Four," a warning level that indicates 
destructive winds of greater than 50 knots -- or roughly 57 
mph -- are expected within 72 hours. 

Forecasters today said there's a 90 percent chance that the 
East Coast will get steady gale-force winds, flooding and 
heavy rain starting Sunday as Sandy rolls up the Atlantic 
Coast. 

Navy personnel and their families are encouraged to 
review their hurricane checklists and evacuation plans to 
prepare for the storm, a spokesman said. 
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17. Hurricane Sandy Damages War-Court Compound, Cancels Hearings For Week 
(MIAMI HERALD 25 OCT 12) ... Carol Rosenberg 

Hurricane Sandy swept through this remote base before 
dawn Thursday, ripping boats from their berths, cutting power 
to all but emergency facilities and shutting down the 
Pentagon’s war crimes tribunal. 

Residents were confined to their quarters until lunchtime, 
once power was restored after a night of cascading blackouts. 

The Naval Hospital compound was visibly lit throughout 
the night even as the rest of the base was dark, notably the 
Windward portion of the 17.4-mile fence line opposite Cuban-
controlled territory. 

Navy police and power workers were the only people 
seen on the streets of this 45-square-mile base in southeast 
Cuba throughout the morning. Schools were closed. 

Signs of the Category 2 hurricane left damage across the 
war-court compound. 

It shredded a tent that houses the media and tore 
camouflage netting off fences that obscure from the public the 
way captives are moved to and from court. The storm also 
exposed a hidden federally approved cell meant to house 
convicts who could someday be brought here to testify at the 
war crimes tribunal. 

Nobody was injured, said base spokeswoman Kelly 
Wirfel, adding the base hospital never lost power throughout 
the storm. She declined to comment on what, if anything, went 
wrong at the usually brightly lit line of demarcation, where 
U.S. Marines stand watch with lights and security cameras 
opposite a Cuban military minefield. 

"In keeping with base security policy and protocol, our 
office will refrain from discussing the fence line and all 
associated matters," Wirfel said. 
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The seafront detention center, where 166 foreign men are 
confined as war on terror prisoners, suffered "nuisance 
damage" — debris strewn around the compounds and pooling 
water, said Navy Capt. Robert Durand. No detainees or their 
guards were harmed. 

Court sessions in the USS Cole terror case were canceled 
for the rest of the week and military commission participants 
were departing the base as previously scheduled on Friday 
morning. The court is expected to next convene in December, 
presumably time enough to repair the facility. 

The Pentagon built the compound of tents, trailers and an 
eavesdropping-proof courthouse on an abandoned airstrip 
overlooking Guantánamo Bay for the Sept. 11 and Cole case 
war crimes tribunals. Both are death-penalty trials. 

Hurricane Sandy also cut some telephone and Internet 
service at the base, along with the electricity. Workers were 

still assessing the scattered damage across the base late 
Thursday morning, Wirfel said. 

The storm washed away a pier and several pontoon and 
sailboats at a recreational marina behind guest housing. It 
downed trees and power lines, swept away cabanas at 
Windmill Beach that were designated for destruction, 
shredded the roof on a Navy base hobby center and damaged a 
fire department building. 

"There is quite a bit of damage but no injuries, 
thankfully," Wirfel said, adding no dollar estimate would be 
available before next week. 

This week's was the second round of military 
commissions hearings cut short this hurricane season. In 
August, the Pentagon canceled hearings in the Sept. 11 case 
and evacuated 177 people back to Washington, ahead of 
Tropical Storm Isaac, which left virtually no damage. 
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ENERGY: 
18. From Seawater To Jet Fuel 
U.S. Navy Studies New Ways to Propel Carrier Aircraft 
(NAVY TIMES 25 OCT 12) ... Joshua Stewart 

The U.S. Navy’s next source of renewable fuel is in pretty 
ample supply: the ocean. 

The Naval Research Laboratory and the Office of Naval 
Research are working on a project that would turn ocean water 
into JP-5 aviation fuel, the lifeblood for all of the Navy’s 
aircraft. 

The technology is about a decade away from becoming a 
reality, researchers say. But if it worked, it would be a major 
pivot in the way the Navy operates. 

Ocean fuel would allow a carrier air wing to fly longer. It 
would protect ships from risky replenishments at sea. And it 
would reduce reliance on a fluctuating petroleum market. 

In short: It would revolutionize the way carrier air wings 
fly, the way carrier strike groups deploy and the way Military 
Sealift Command provides some 600 million gallons of fuel to 
ships around the world. 

As one study in the Journal of Renewable and Sustainable 
Energy put it, turning the ocean into fuel could have a major 
impact on operations and logistics. 

“In-theater, synthetic fuel production is a ‘game 
changing’ proposition that could offer the Navy significant 
logistical, tactical and operational advantages by reducing the 
Department of Defense’s dependence on increasingly 
expensive fossil fuels and by reducing fuel logistic tails and 
their vulnerabilities resulting from fuel delivery at sea,” the 
study’s authors wrote. 

But by no means will this be an easy task for researchers. 
The process hinges on the ability to isolate molecules in 

ocean water, then rearrange their atoms into JP-5, the fuel that 
not only powers Navy aircraft but is also approved for ship 
engines. 

According to the journal article, written by Navy 
researchers, 100,000 gallons of JP-5 could be made in a day 
by combining carbon dioxide and hydrogen that’s been 
extracted from water in a process that creates water, heat and, 
most importantly, synthetic hydrocarbon, or fuel. 

Theoretically, the process could be tailored to produce any 
sort of hydrocarbon fuel, not just JP-5, according to the report. 

The leftover water and heat generated could be harnessed 
and recycled into the system, making it more efficient. 

This process would require an outside energy source to 
cause the reactions. Nuclear power systems, such as the ones 
used on aircraft carriers and submarines, could be one option. 
Another could be ocean thermal energy conversion, a process 
in which the temperature differences between warm water 
near the ocean’s surface and colder water at deeper depths are 
used to turn an engine and create electricity. 

The study doesn’t answer some big questions, however. 
For example, how would all the necessary equipment to 

process hundreds of thousands of gallons of ocean water per 
day fit on an aircraft carrier? To be determined. 

“The key is funding research to reduce the power needed 
for the process, so more fuel can be made,” said Heather 
Willauer, a Naval Research Laboratory chemist and one of the 
study’s authors. “In addition, research focus should be 
directed toward reducing the size, weight and footprint of the 
technologies to make it feasible for a sea-based process.” 

The analysis estimated fuel from this process would cost 
$3 to $6 per gallon, including initial start-up costs. The report 
cited the Navy’s 2011 average cost for JP-5 at $3.51; media 
reports have put that number closer to $4. These prices don’t 
include shipping and storage costs, which would be cut 
drastically or eliminated by making JP-5 at sea. 

“Historical data suggest that in nine years, the price of 
fuel for the Navy could be well over the price of producing a 
synthetic jet fuel at sea, which would not incur the costs 
associated with logistical storage and delivery,” the study 
says. “The analysis also serves to illustrate that the estimated 
initial capital costs associated with jet fuel production (reactor, 
electrolysis equipment, carbon capture) are far less than the 
capital costs of developing the [ocean thermal energy 
conversion method] or nuclear platforms at sea with which to 
produce the jet fuel.” 
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Navy Secretary Ray Mabus has set goals to cut the Navy 
and Marine Corps’ use of fossil fuels, calling for using 
alternative fuels for 50 percent of the Navy Department’s total 
energy usage by 2020. 

His plan has come under attack, largely from 
Republicans, who say the Navy should not pursue alternative 
fuel programs until such fuels are more cost-effective. The 
Navy’s work in alternative liquid fuels has used a blend of 
traditional fuels mixed with an algae- or camelina-based fuel. 
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AVIATION: 
19. Lockheed Sees $1.1 Billion Liability If F-35 Deal Delayed 
(REUTERS 25 OCT 12) ... Andrea Shalal-Esa 

WASHINGTON -- U.S. weapons maker Lockheed Martin 
Corp. said on Thursday it faced a potential termination 
liability of $1.1 billion on the F-35 fighter program unless it 
received additional funding for production of a sixth batch of 
airplanes by year end. 

Lockheed disclosed the potential exposure in a filing with 
the U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission a day after 
company officials cited "great progress" on the fighter jet 
program. 

Chief Financial Officer Bruce told analysts on 
Wednesday that Lockheed expected to finalize a contract with 
the U.S. government for a fifth batch of fighter jets in the 
fourth quarter, which would help free up additional funding 
for planes in a sixth order. 

He told reporters that failure to reach a deal on the fifth 
batch of planes by the end of the year would have little impact 
on Lockheed's 2012 results because it had already received 
funding for about 75 percent of the work on those planes. 

Company officials did not mention the potential liability 
exposure on the sixth batch of planes during media or analyst 
calls on Wednesday. 

The potential liability stems from the fact that Lockheed 
and its suppliers have begun using their own funds to work on 
a sixth batch of F-35 fighter jets so they will be able to meet 
the Pentagon's schedule for deliveries of the planes. 

Lockheed received some initial "long-lead" funding for 
advanced procurement of materials for the planes that take a 
long time to order but that money ran out a while ago. 

The Pentagon has refused to release any more money for 
the sixth batch of planes until the two sides resolve their 
difference and sign a contract for the fifth batch of planes after 
nearly a year of negotiations. 

In September, the Air Force general who is moving up to 
head the F-35 program later this year said the delay was a sign 

of how tense relations had become. He said ties between 
Lockheed and the U.S. government were "the worst" he had 
ever seen in his years working on big acquisition programs. 

Last year around this time, Lockheed used its quarterly 
earnings call to air its concerns over the Pentagon's demand at 
the time that Lockheed pay for some of the design changes 
needed on the fighter jet. It also cited possible liability costs. 

This year, the tone was different. Outgoing Chief 
Executive Bob Stevens, who is due to retire at the end of the 
year, told analysts the company would do everything it needed 
to "have very high quality relations" with the government. 

SEC guidelines require publicly traded companies to 
disclose potential liabilities and risks to shareholders, 
including possible exposure to termination costs. 

In its SEC filing on Thursday, Lockheed said it had about 
$400 million in potential liability exposure as of September 
30, but the total would rise to $1.1 billion by the end of the 
year, including about $250 million in cash exposure. 

No comment was immediately available from the 
Pentagon's F-35 program office. 

In the filing, Lockheed said it had revised downward its 
estimated profit on the F-35 development program by $85 
million to date because it had made only "minimal progress" 
in getting the Pentagon to tie $530 million in incentive fees to 
specific developmental milestones. 

It said $13 million of the remaining fee had been tied to 
specific milestones in 2012, even though the program had seen 
significant flight test activity this year. 

Even when incentive fees were linked to milestones, "the 
U.S. government fee determinations have been less than our 
self-assessment of the significant progress accomplished 
during the evaluation periods," Lockheed said. 
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SUBMARINES: 
20. Navy To Christen Sub Minnesota In Newport News 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 25 OCT 12) 

NEWPORT NEWS -- The U.S. Navy will christen its 
newest attack submarine "Minnesota" at a ceremony Saturday. 

Adm. Kirk Donald, director of Naval Nuclear Propulsion, 
will be principal speaker at the ceremony at Newport News 
Shipbuilding. Ellen Roughead, wife of former Chief of Naval 
Operations Adm. Gary Roughead and a Minnesota native, will 
break a champagne bottle to christen the sub. 

Minnesota is the 10th ship of the Virginia class of 
nuclear-powered fast-attack submarines. It's the third ship to 
bear the state name. The first USS Minnesota was a sailing 
steam frigate commissioned in 1857 that served during the 
Civil War. The second Minnesota was commissioned in1907. 

The 7,800-ton Minnesota will have a crew of about 134 
officers and enlisted personnel. 
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SURFACE FLEET: 
21. NASSCO To Launch First Mobile Landing Platform Ship 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 25 OCT 12) ... Gary Robbins 

General Dynamics NASSCO has chosen Nov. 13th as the 
date that it will launch Montford Point, the lead ship in a new 
class of cargo vessels that the Navy will use to transport 
supplies and personnel between ships and the shore. All three 
MLPs are scheduled to be built at NASSCO in a $1.3 billion 
deal. NASSCO last launched a ship in May, when it guided 
the dry cargo vessel Cesar Chavez into San Diego Bay. 
NASSCO formally delivered the Chavez to the Navy on 
Wednesday. 

The upcoming launch will represent an historic turning 
point for NASSCO; the ship will simply float into San Diego 
Bay from a graving dock. Until now, the yard had slide ships 
down the ways into the water. The change was made for 
convenience and to save money. 

NASSCO also is doing repairs and upgrades on the 
littoral combat ship Independence. The work is scheduled to 
be completed on Dec. 22. 

Here's an expanded list of existing and upcoming work at 
local yards, provided by the Navy's Southwest Regional 
Maintenance Center: 

NASSCO 
The cruiser Cape St. George will enter dry-dock on Jan. 7 

for work that will last until Feb. 22. And the 840-foot 
amphibious assault ship Essex will enter dry-dock on Feb. 27 
for an overhaul expected to cost more than $100 million. 

BAE San Diego Ship Repair 
The destroyer Howard, which has been in dry-dock since 

Aug. 3, will leave the dock on Nov. 16th. Three days later, on 
Nov. 19th, the cruiser Bunker Hill will enter dry dock and 
remain there until Feb. 14. On the same day, the destroyer 
Milius will dock at BAE for work that will last until May 2. 

BAE is already at work on the amphibious warship New 
Orleans, the destroyer John Paul Jones, the cruiser 
Chancellorsville, and the mine-countermine vessel Chief. 

Continental Maritime 
The destroyers Kidd and Comstock are currently at dock. 

The yard has not announced when the work will be completed. 
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BUSINESS: 
22. Lockheed Martin Pursues LCS Sales Abroad 
(DEFENSE DAILY 26 OCT 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

Lockheed Martin has been in discussions with various 
countries around the world to market its version of the Littoral 
Combat Ship (LCS) already in production for the U.S. Navy, a 
company executive recently said. 

Several nations have shown “active interest” in the Multi-
Mission Combatant (MMC), the name Lockheed Martin has 
assigned the vessel for the international market, Tom 
Cosgrove, the company’s director of business development for 
the MMC, told reporters Oct. 19. 

Lockheed Martin builds the Freedom variant of LCS and 
earlier this year delivered the second of that variant, the USS 
Fort Worth (LCS-3), to the Navy. 

Unlike the Navy’s program of swappable mission 
packages for the LCS, the international version would be a 
fixed multi-mission ship, Cosgrove said. The Navy is 
procuring separate modular mission packages for anti-
submarine warfare, anti-surface warfare and mine clearing. 

Lockheed Martin opted to go with the fixed systems 
internationally based on feedback the company has received 
from other countries, Cosgrove said. 

“We’re offering them complete ships,” he said, declining 
to identify the countries showing interest. 
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MISSILE DEFENSE: 
23. Ballistic Missile Defense System Successfully Engages Five Targets Simultaneously 
(DEFENSE DAILY 26 OCT 12) ... Ann Roosevelt 

In the largest missile defense flight test ever, the Missile 
Defense Agency (MDA) with members of all the services 
successfully conducted the largest, most complex missile 
defense flight test ever attempted, resulting in the 
simultaneous engagement of five ballistic missile and cruise 
missile targets. 

The test, known as Flight Test-Integrated-01 (FTI-01), 
stressed the performance of the Aegis Ballistic Missile 
Defense (BMD), Terminal High Altitude Area Defense 
(THAAD), and Patriot weapon systems. 

An integrated air and ballistic missile defense architecture 
used multiple sensors and missile defense systems to engage 
multiple targets at the same time. 

All targets were successfully launched and initial 
indications are that the THAAD system successfully 
intercepted its first Medium Range Ballistic target in history, 
MDA said in a statement. Lockheed Martin is the prime 
contractor on THAAD. 

As well, Patriot Advanced Capability-3 (PAC-3) near 
simultaneously destroyed a Short-Range Ballistic Missile and 
a low flying cruise missile target over water. Raytheon is the 
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prime contractor on the Patriot program, and system integrator 
for the PAC-3 missile, while Lockheed Martin is the prime 
contractor on the PAC-3 missile segment upgrade for the 
weapons system. 

MDA officials and Army soldiers from the 94th and 32nd 
Army Air and Missile Defense Command (AAMDC); Navy 
Sailors aboard the USS Fitzgerald (DDG 62); and airmen from 
the 613th Air and Space Operations Center conducted the live-
fire demonstration, at U.S. Army Kwajalein Atoll/Reagan Test 
Site, Hickam AFB, Hawaii, and surrounding areas in the 
western Pacific. 

An Extended Long Range Air Launch Target (E-LRALT) 
missile was airdropped over the broad ocean area north of 
Wake Island from an Air Force C-17 aircraft, staged from 
Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam, Hawaii. 

The AN/TPY-2 X-band radar, located with the THAAD 
system on Meck Island, tracked the E-LRALT and a THAAD 
interceptor successfully intercepted the Medium-Range 
Ballistic Missile. THAAD was operated by soldiers from the 
32nd AAMDC. Since 2006, the THAAD program has 
successfully completed 12 flight tests, with 10-for-10 
intercepts. 

Another short-range ballistic missile was launched from a 
mobile launch platform located in the broad ocean area 
northeast of Kwajalein Atoll. The Patriot system, manned by 
soldiers of the 94th AAMDC, detected, tracked and 
successfully intercepted the target with a PAC-3 interceptor. 

The Fitzgerald successfully engaged a low flying cruise 
missile over water. The Aegis system also tracked and 
launched an SM-3 Block 1A interceptor against a Short-Range 
Ballistic Missile. However, despite indication of a nominal 
flight of the SM-3 Block 1A interceptor, there was no 
indication of an intercept of the SRBM. Raytheon produces 
the Standard Missile. 

The MDA and the Navy are jointly developing Aegis 
BMD as part of the U.S. Ballistic Missile Defense System 
(BMDS). Lockheed Martin is the prime contractor on the 
Aegis system. 

Right now there are a total of 30 Aegis BMD-equipped 
warships--26 in the U.S. Navy and four in the Japanese 
Maritime Self-Defense Force--have the certified capability to 
engage ballistic missiles and perform long-range surveillance 
and tracking missions. The number of U.S. BMD ships is 
expected to increase to 32 by 2014. 

THAAD and Aegis BMD are the only missile defense 
systems with the operational flexibility to intercept in both the 
endo- and exo-atmospheres to provide versatile capability to 
the Warfighter. 

FTI-01 was a combined developmental and operational 
test. Soldiers, Sailors, and airmen were provided a unique 
opportunity to refine operational doctrine and tactics. 

Program officials continue to assess and evaluate system 
performance based upon telemetry and other data obtained 
during the test, MDA said in a statement. 

BMDS programs have completed 56 successful hit-to-kill 
intercepts in 71 flight test attempts since 2001, MDA officials 
said in a statement. 

THAAD and Aegis BMD are the only missile defense 
systems with the operational flexibility to intercept in both the 
endo- and exo-atmospheres to provide versatile capability to 
the warfighter. 

Separately, as part of the Kwajalein Range Service (KRS) 
joint venture between Lockheed Martin and Bechtel, 
employees directed and controlled the radar, telemetry and 
optics systems on this test at the newly established Ronald 
Reagan Ballistic Missile Defense Test Site Operations Center 
in Huntsville, Ala. 
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24. Official: New Design Options Provide Flexibility In SM-3 IIB Development 
(INSIDE THE PENTAGON 25 OCT 12) ... Christopher J. Castelli 

An anti-missile capability intended to intercept future 
long-range Iranian weapons might need to be designed with 
modified launching systems and a liquid propellant, but 
whether these features will be required remains undecided. 

The new design options for the Standard Missile-3 Block 
IIB are the focus of an Oct. 4 memo to the Missile Defense 
Agency, signed by Vice Adm. William Burke, deputy chief of 
naval operations for warfare systems, that calls for the 
interceptor to be much more capable than previous variants 
and provides operational planning considerations needed for 
the development of the "new and important capability." Inside 
the Pentagon obtained a copy of the memo. 

Capt. Jim Kilby, the deputy for ballistic missile defense 
and Aegis in the Navy's surface warfare directorate, said in an 
Oct. 23 interview that the Navy wants to understand what 
additional performance and benefits can be gained and how 
these design options would affect multimission ships. 

The SM-3 IIB is intended to provide an intercept 
capability against intermediate-range ballistic missiles and an 
additional layer of enhanced homeland defense against 
potential intercontinental ballistic missile (ICBM) threats to 
the United States from Iran and elsewhere, U.S. officials have 
said. Last year, the Defense Department awarded Boeing, 

Lockheed Martin and Raytheon contracts to begin early work 
on developing draft missile configurations and studies for the 
program. An April Government Accountability Office report 
noted DOD had not yet determined the SM-3 IIB's diameter, 
whether the propellant would be liquid or solid and whether 
Vertical Launch System modifications would be needed. 

The memo shows the Navy's interest in modified missile-
launching systems and liquid propellants, but it stops short of 
mandating those features in the design, Kilby said. "We're not 
advocating either or. We just want to understand those options 
on the front end," he said, noting Burke decided to provide the 
Missile Defense Agency flexibility at the outset of the 
development effort. "We thought that this would be helpful 
because I don't know that the Navy has typically done that in 
the past," Kilby said. The memo stems from a discussion 
within the Navy over the last few months, he added. 

The Missile Defense Agency has been considering 
designing SM-3 IIB with approximately the same diameter as 
the 21-inch SM-3 IIA, but the Navy does not want to rule out 
the possibility of designing the new missile with a larger 
diameter, Kilby said. That would mean using the same 
footprint for the launch system, with fewer missiles, he noted. 
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Using modified missile-launching systems and liquid 
propellants in the program would require more engineering 
work and increase costs, he said, noting officials are still 
determining how much costs would rise. The Missile Defense 
Agency controls the budget for the missile's development. But 
the new design options could also increase costs for the fleet. 

Current Navy policy, Kilby acknowledged, would bar 
particular ships from carrying missiles with liquid propellant, 
which is more volatile than solid fuel. 

"We would have to address things as a service if they 
were willing to accept … the liquid fuel and of course do all 
the safety, damage control, firefighting and things required to 
ensure our Sailors are safe, if that were an option," he said. 
"And that would be part of the cost to do it." Officials would 
weigh that cost against the potential increase in capability, he 
said, adding, "Does the cost to do that outweigh, or is it 
overshadowed by, the performance you gain?" 

Kilby said no specific geographic areas, threats or 
catalysts are driving the Navy to consider the new design 
options. The effort is based on the Navy's basic understanding 
of what would be needed to make the missile "more 
energetic," he said, noting the Navy's stance on certain issues 
has closed off options in the past. The Navy does not want to 
prematurely close off design options for SM-3 IIB, he added. 

The missile's initial operational capability is scheduled for 
2021, Kilby said, noting there is a lot of interest in the 
program and it is a very challenging mission to counter 
ICBMs. "Having more capability is better," Kilby said. Noting 
the Navy's fleet must operate "forward across the globe to 
provide the nation with offshore options in an era of 
uncertainty," Burke's memo stresses the service requires a 
capability that will provide geographic combatant and 
maritime component commanders with the "ability to defend 
the fleet and critical assets ashore against advanced, very long 
range, precisely targeted ballistic missiles." 

The Navy's combatant ships "have and will continue to be 
heavily tasked with multiple missions in multiple warfare 

areas," the memo notes. "In order to successfully execute 
those missions, the ships must capitalize on their inherent 
ability to use maneuver and deception within the ample space 
afforded by the ocean," Burke adds. "Speed, agility and 
endurance are important offensive and defensive 
considerations for naval commanders. The nature of 
aerospace, surface and underwater threats is such that 
commanders cannot be limited to small, fixed operating 
areas." 

Given these considerations and the progress already made 
in the development of earlier SM-3 variants, the Navy 
"strongly believes that SM-3 IIB should be significantly more 
capable in terms of defended area and launch area denied than 
previous SM-3 variants," Burke writes. 

The performance of the SM-3 IIB, integrated with the 
ship's combat system and the Ballistic Missile Defense 
System, must ensure that ships are not limited to small 
operating areas for extended periods of time, the memo states, 
adding that the SM-3 IIB "should also allow maritime 
component commanders to contribute to the defense of the 
homeland against long-range ballistic missiles while 
simultaneously executing regional missions." 

"We understand the SM-3 IIB system engineering design 
process is proceeding from initial assumptions of an 
unmodified MK 41 Vertical Launching System (VLS) 
configuration and a solid fuel missile," Burke writes. "We 
believe these assumptions could potentially limit SM-3 IIB's 
performance and the associated Ship Operational Area (SOA) 
unnecessarily. I am taking this opportunity to express [the] 
Navy's willingness to consider an expanded SM-3 IIB design 
trade space to include modifications to existing missile-
launching systems and the use of liquid propellants during the 
Concept Development phase." 

Reprinted with the permission of Inside the Pentagon and 
InsideDefense.com 
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CONGRESS / BUDGET: 
25. Panetta Calls On Lame Duck Congress To Resolve Sequestration 
(FEDERAL NEWS RADIO 26 OCT 12) ... Jared Serbu 

Members of Congress are still out of town for another few 
weeks as they take part in a heated election cycle, but when 
they come back, Defense Secretary Leon Panetta says they 
need to get straight to work on several big items. 

The still-unresolved matter of sequestration tops the 
Pentagon's list of pleas for congressional action in the short 
session after Election Day. But an actual budget, a Defense 
authorization bill and a long-awaited update to the nation's 
laws relating to cybersecurity would be nice to have too. 

The lame duck session set to start in mid-November will 
leave lawmakers with a precious few weeks to tackle some of 
the most contentious issues of the legislative session, 
including the tax and automatic federal spending cut matters 
that comprise what the Congressional Budget Office has 
termed the "fiscal cliff." 

With just a little more than two months left until DoD's 
$500 billion share of those sequestration cuts kicks in, Panetta 

took to the podium at the Pentagon to press Congress one 
more time to find a way around them. 

"Congress must act to avert sequestration. There are only 
70 days until this happens, and Congress is certainly on the 
clock," he said. 

Full Plate Awaits Congress 
In case compressing the sequestration problem Congress 

has left unresolved for more than a year into just a few weeks 
isn't enough of a challenge, Panetta said Congress also needs 
to pass both a DoD budget for next year and a the massive 
annual Defense authorization bill — two more items 
lawmakers left unfinished before their August recess. 

The House and Senate did pass a six-month continuing 
resolution to prevent a government shutdown. But that 
measure simply extended 2012 funding levels into the current 
fiscal year that began Oct. 1, leaving the funding for programs 
in DoD and across government on autopilot, largely 
preventing new starts, and conversely, leaving in place 
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funding for programs the department says could be better 
spent elsewhere. 

"We're developing a 2014 budget that isn't based on what 
Congress has done, because they haven't done it," he said. "I 
don't even know what the 2013 budget it going to be, much 
less what Congress is going to provide for 2014. This is a 
strategic issue. What kind of stability am I going to have in 
terms of defense spending for the future? For me to be able to 
put a strategy in place, I have to have some stability with 
regard to where we're going from here. I don't have that right 
now, and frankly that's a major concern." 

Third on Panetta's list is passage of a comprehensive 
cybersecurity bill — something that's been held up in 
Congress over allegations that the Obama Administration's 
preferred approach, an overhaul that matches closely with 
legislation sponsored by Sens. Joe Lieberman and Susan 
Collins, would represent heavyhanded government over-
regulation of private sector critical infrastructure operators. 

"As I made clear earlier this month, we really do need 
strong cybersecurity legislation to ensure that we can help 
defend the nation against a cyber attack." Panetta was 
referring to a cybersecurity speech he delivered in New York 
two weeks ago. 

Military Defines Role In Cybersecurity Realm 
Eric Rosenbach, DoD's deputy assistant secretary for 

cyber policy, said there were several main purposes behind the 
address. The department wanted to share newly-declassified 
details about current cyber threats and express DoD's current 
view about where the military fits into the whole-of-
government picture when it comes to defending the nation 
against cyberattacks. 

"The third was to put a challenge back on the private 
sector to really think about this. There is a need, in my 
opinion, for some type of legislation that deals with not just 
information sharing but also for some kind of [cybersecurity] 
standards," Rosenbach told a cybersecurity forum organized 

by the Security Innovation Network earlier Thursday. "It 
doesn't have to be overly onerous or burdensome in a way that 
it slows down the economy or hurts bottom lines, but I don't 
think we get there without that type of nudge." 

Rosenbach said cybersecurity legislation also is needed to 
create clear lines of authority and roles and responsibilities for 
cyber defense ahead of time, before the government has to 
react to a major incident. 

That view is informed in part by his experience as a 
senior staffer on the Senate Intelligence Committee, where he 
worked during the period when Congress was debating an 
overhaul of the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Act. That 
furious debate was prompted only after the New York Times 
disclosed a previously-secret NSA wiretapping program. 

"We spent a lot of time trying to reform FISA to put in a 
legal framework that would allow the government to do the 
things we needed to do in terms of surveillance and warning 
that were very important. But it was very difficult to do 
because the way it came to us was one morning in the New 
York Times, there was a front-page story about a terrorist 
surveillance program that was probably outside the law," he 
said. "The learning point here is that there are really important 
things we need to do on cybersecurity, but we need to do them 
within the law. We need to do that now, proactively, so we're 
not in a catch-up game where something really bad happens 
and Congress has to do something in a haphazard way." 

On cyber, on sequestration, on the budget and on the 
confirmation of Gen. Joe Dunford, DoD's nominee to be the 
new commander of forces in Afghanistan, Panetta said 
Congress has a big agenda and not much time. 

"It's one that requires Democrats and Republicans to work 
together," Panetta said. "After a tough national election, the 
American people, I think, will expect both parties to roll up 
their sleeves, work together to solve the problems solving the 
nation, and to protect our national security." 

Listen to Audio (RT: 6:36) 
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26. Experts Say Sequestration Would Target Civilian Jobs 
(STARS AND STRIPES 25 OCT 12) ... Joyce Tsai 

WASHINGTON — The potential for layoffs in the 
defense contracting industry is taking center stage in the 
congressional showdown on how to avoid the “fiscal cliff,” 
but experts say that sequestration’s most immediate workplace 
cuts would be felt by civilian defense employees. 

War funding and military personnel will be protected 
from sequestration — which is set to take effect Jan. 2 if 
Congress doesn’t take action — but as many as 108,000 
civilian defense employees could be furloughed a few weeks 
after sequestration hits, said Todd Harrison, a senior fellow at 
the Center for Strategic and Budgetary Assessments, a 
Washington, D.C.-based think tank. The furloughs could last 
through Sept. 30, 2013, the end of the fiscal year. 

Civilian job losses in the Defense Department alone 
would amount to more than 12 percent of its workforce, which 
should be the immediate concern, Harrison said. “DoD 
civilian employees have a lot more to worry about than 
defense contractors do.” 

Jacob Stokes, a research assistant at Center for a New 
American Security, a Washington think tank with close ties to 
the Obama administration, agreed: “It’s just an arithmetic 

fact,” if you consider that sequestration calls for about 10 
percent cuts across most accounts. 

The across-the-board cuts of $1.2 trillion over 10 years, 
shared between defense and nondefense accounts, loom as a 
threat as long as lawmakers remain locked in a stalemate on 
how to reduce the national debt. 

If sequestration happens, Harrison said the government 
would likely tell employees: “We want to keep you on our 
books, because we hope to take you back.” But nine-month 
furloughs with no guarantee of being placed back on DoD’s 
payroll would be just as damaging for many as layoffs, he 
said. 

Pentagon spokeswoman Lt. Col. Elizabeth Robbins said 
DoD civilian layoffs were “very unlikely,” though “furloughs 
and hiring freezes are possible.” 

Experts also say indiscriminate cuts to the civilian DoD 
workforce would leave critical gaps in expertise. Civilians 
provide “mission-essential combat support functions, such as 
logistics support and maintenance, which have traditionally 
been performed by the uniformed military,” said Brenda 
Farrell, director of Defense Capabilities and Management in 



 29

the U.S. Government Accountability Office, at a July 26 
congressional hearing before the House Armed Services 
Committee’s Subcommittee on Readiness. 

Subcommittee Chairman Rep. Randy Forbes, R-Va., held 
the hearing out of concern that an estimated 89,000 civilian 
jobs could be cut, he said. In fact, some informal Pentagon 
estimates say those cuts over time could lead to as much as a 
quarter of the total civilian workforce getting laid off — the 
loss of almost 200,000 employees. 

The potential loss of civilian defense employees is about 
more than jobs. It would be a loss of the institutional memory 
“which is particularly important in DoD because of the 
frequent rotation of military personnel and the short tenure of 
the average political appointee,” Farrell said. 

The military could be forced to backfill for lost positions, 
Stokes said: “Everyone warns of a hollow force … some 
tough choices would have to be made.” 

Yet, whether DoD is capable of making those tough 
choices in a strategically planned way remains to be seen. 
Farrell said that DoD’s overall strategic workforce planning 
has been lacking. 

“DoD hasn’t progressed at the rate we’d like to see,” she 
said, despite the fact that Congress mandated in the 2006 
National Defense Authorization Act that DoD do better 
strategic workforce planning. 

The current DoD civilian workforce plan “is far from 
being mature enough to make informed decisions regarding 
the mix of personnel, or the costs, or the tradeoffs we are 
discussing today,” Farrell told Congress. 

Frederick Vollrath, principal deputy assistant secretary of 
defense for readiness and force management, also testified to 
Congress in the July hearing that he wasn’t aware of any 
efforts by DoD to conduct a full analysis of civilian force 
reductions, in the event of sequestration. 

Forbes said that he was alarmed that DoD, by its own 
admission, has repeatedly said that it has “not done any 
planning — or will not say it’s doing planning.” 

“It’s quite a shame,” Forbes said in an interview last 
week. “Because they haven’t done the planning, no one knows 
the exact repercussion of the cuts and what they are going to 
be.” 

Robbins couldn’t confirm whether DoD was specifically 
working on a civilian workforce plan under sequestration. 

But she said that Defense Department Comptroller Robert 
Hale told Congress at a Sept. 20 hearing that DoD will first 
produce guidance on the matter “over the next month as is 
done for a regular budget to the services.” 

Then after that, it would be another six weeks until DoD 
could come up with detailed plans regarding the actual plans 
for sequestration, Hale said. 

Harrison strongly questioned the wisdom of the Defense 
Department’s decision to put off planning for sequestration in 
the hopes that Congress will come to a resolution on the 
matter. 

“The thing is: DoD is known for their planning,” Harrison 
said. “They plan for every conceivable military operation you 
can imagine, and some are highly unlikely to occur. But there 
is a reasonable chance this could happen, so why aren’t they 
planning for it?” 
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LEGAL: 
27. U.N. To Probe Drone Strikes Resulting In Civilian Deaths 
(WASHINGTON POST 26 OCT 12) ... Colum Lynch 

NEW YORK — An independent U.N. human rights 
researcher on Thursday announced plans to launch an 
investigation into the use of drone attacks and other targeted 
assassinations by the United States and other governments that 
result in civilian deaths or injuries. 

Ben Emmerson, the U.N. special rapporteur on 
counterterrorism and human rights, said in a Harvard 
University law school speech that he and South African 
Christof Heyns, the U.N. special rapporteur on extrajudicial, 
summary or arbitrary executions, will establish an 
investigative unit early next year in Geneva to probe drone 
attacks. 

Emmerson said that his decision to investigate drone 
attacks and other targeted killings reflects frustration with the 
Obama administration’s unwillingness to provide public 
information on such covert strikes. “The Obama 
administration continues to formally adopt the position that it 
will neither confirm nor deny the existence of the drone 
program … In reality, the administration is holding its finger 
in the dam of public accountability,” he said according to a 
prepared copy of the speech. 

“I will be launching an investigation unit within the 
special procedures of the [U.N.] Human Rights Council to 
inquire into individual drone attacks, and other forms of 
targeted killings conducted in counterterrorism operations, in 

which it has been alleged that civilian casualties have been 
inflicted,” he added. 

Emmerson also waded into the White House election, 
noting that both President Obama and his Republican 
challenger, Mitt Romney, appear to be in agreement on the 
covert use of drones. He expressed surprise that the issue of 
accountability for torture or other abuses of detainees has not 
featured in the presidential campaign and “got no mention at 
all” in Monday night’s foreign policy debate. 

But he noted that the two candidates diverge on the 
legality of the use of harsh interrogation methods, including 
waterboarding, which Obama says constitutes torture, but 
Romney says does not. 

“If Governor Romney and his advisers believe that 
waterboarding is not torture, then they are quite simply 
wrong,” Emmerson said in the prepared statement. “The rest 
of the world is quite clear on this, and some countries are, as 
we speak, going after those responsible.” 

The U.S. mission to the United Nations declined to 
comment on Emmerson’s remarks, saying the U.S. position 
has been outlined by White House adviser on counterterrorism 
John Brennan and other senior U.S. officials. In May, Brennan 
defended the U.S. program as “ethical and just,” saying that 
the targeted nature of the strikes was more humane than 
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traditional military strikes, lessening the prospects that 
civilians are killed. 

Because Emmerson is an independent U.N. rights expert, 
his views do not represent the views of the U.N. Secretary 
General Ban Ki-moon or those of its high commissioner for 
human rights, Navi Pillay. But his affiliation with the United 
Nations is likely to carry greater political weight than those of 
most outside observers. 

Emmerson presented a broad critique of the U.S.-led war 
on terrorism under the George W. Bush administration in the 
wake of the Sept. 11, 2001, attacks, denouncing the 
controversial practices of rendition of waterboarding and “a 
tidal wave of panic legislation across the globe which has 
caused incalculable and lasting damage to the architecture of 
international human rights law.” 

He said that although Obama had initially retreated from 
Bush’s “global war paradigm” — which viewed the struggle 
against terrorism as a permanent war — he said a similar 
mind-set has “reared its head” in the past 18 months. He cited 
figures compiled by the London Bureau of Investigative 
Journalism, which alleged that at least 474 civilians have been 
killed in Pakistan alone and that at least 50 civilians have died 
in follow-up strikes, in which civilians who came to the aid of 
victims of previous strikes were killed. 

Emmerson said that the primary responsibility for 
monitoring targeted killings rests with the states that order 
such operations and that they are obligated to establish an 
“independent investigative” body to assess their legality. If 
they are unwilling, he said, “then it may in the last resort be 
necessary for the U.N. to act and to establish such a 
mechanism.” 
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COMMENTARY: 
28. Europe And The Rebalance To The Asia-Pacific 
(CHIEF OF NAVAL OPERATIONS BLOG 25 OCT 12) ... Adm. Jonathan W. Greenert 

Recently, I was privileged to speak at the Regional 
Seapower Symposium (RSS), a gathering of 39 Navy leaders 
from Europe, Africa, the Middle East and South America. 
RSS was a terrific opportunity to discuss common concerns 
and lessons learned from recent contingencies. Most 
importantly, the forum reinforced our commitment to each 
other and will inform the way we will operate together in the 
future assuring freedom of the seas and defeating smuggling, 
WMD proliferation and piracy. 

Security and prosperity around the world depends on 
reliable, safe and unhindered access to the sea, particularly in 
the Pacific and Indian Oceans and the Arabian Gulf. To 
address our enduring interests in these regions, our Defense 
Strategic Guidance directed a rebalance of our national 
security efforts toward the Asia-Pacific, while placing a 
premium on presence in and support to partners in the Middle 
East. Our allies in Europe are essential to that rebalance in two 
ways. 

First, Europe is a provider of security, and hosts a wide 
variety of U.S. forces. Recently, we have averaged about 10 
ships in the European theater on any given day. This will grow 
to an average of about 13 ships by 2020 as Joint High Speed 
Vessels (JHSV) and Littoral Combat Ships (LCS) enter the 
fleet, and we homeport four destroyers (DDG) in Rota, Spain. 
The new JHSV and LCS will spend more time forward 
because their civilian or military crews rotate, swapping out at 
forward locations such as Souda Bay, Greece or Gaeta, Italy. 
JHSV and LCS will take the place of DDG, FFGs and 
amphibious ships we use today for Theater Security 
Cooperation missions. To defend Europe from ballistic 
missiles we maintain 2-3 at sea there; this requires 10 DDG in 

our ship inventory. The four DDGs in Rota, Spain, will take 
the place of those 10 DDGs we rotationally deploy today to 
Europe from the East Coast. Our new homeport in Rota and 
new ships such as JHSV and LCS will enable us to deploy 
more ships to the Asia-Pacific and other regions. 

Second, we rely on European allies to operate with our 
forces, thereby expanding the capacity of the coalition. At the 
symposium we discussed insights from our shared operational 
experiences including Operation Unified Protector in Libya; 
Operation ATALANTA to stop pirates in the Gulf of Aden; 
and the recent International Mine Countermeasures Exercise 
in the Arabian Gulf. Each operation showed us the value of 
working with international partners and other government 
agencies to maximize our ability to have access to the 
maritime crossroads, especially in the Asia-Pacific and Middle 
East, and do our missions. 

These lessons will be important as we rebalance toward 
the Asia-Pacific. Our allies and partners outside the Asia-
Pacific have significant interests there – for investment, trade, 
natural resources and manufactured goods. We will need to 
work with coalition partners from within and outside the Asia-
Pacific to counter piracy, drug trafficking and threats to access 
in the Indian and Pacific oceans. 

As the Defense Strategic Guidance states, “Europe is our 
principal partner in seeking global and economic security.” As 
we rebalance to the Asia-Pacific and maintain our presence in 
the Middle East we will depend on our European allies for 
continued coalition operations; access to “places” to rest, 
repair, refuel and resupply; and to be a source of ships, aircraft 
and maritime expertise to help keep the seas safe and secure. 
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29. Japan’s Three Options In The East China Sea 
(THE DIPLOMAT 25 OCT 12) ... Robert Dujarric 

What options does China have? The Naval Diplomat's 
James Holmes has one idea here. 

Tensions between Japan and China over the Senkaku 
(Diaoyu) islands are continuing, as indicated by continued 
obstacles to Japanese businesses in China, a drastic decline in 
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tourism, and Chinese patrols near the islands. This is both a 
Sino-Japanese issue and a part of a broader confrontation 
between China on one side and the United States and its allies 
on the other. 

Given Japan’s reliance on the U.S. security umbrella, 
Tokyo’s moves are to some extent constrained by American 
actions. Nevertheless, Japan’s size and resources mean Tokyo 
retains considerable autonomy in handling its relationship with 
Beijing. 

At this point, Tokyo has three options: 
Do Nothing 
Regardless of the legitimacy of conflicting claims over 

the islands, the responsibility for the escalation lies mostly 
with China. The nationalization of three islets, previously 
owned by a Japanese citizen, did not alter the status quo. 
Moreover, given (former) Governor Ishihara’s antics about 
Tokyo purchasing then, it was imperative that the central 
government preempt him. On the other hand, the party-
sponsored – or at least tolerated – violence against Japanese 
property and individuals in China was on a different scale. 
Additionally, Chinese moves against Japanese businesses in 
China amount to economic sanctions. 

Nevertheless, doing nothing is an option for Japan. 
Chinese actions so far are not a grave threat. Japan has an 
overriding interest in not making the situation worse, and in 
making sure that if it does it will be crystal clear that Beijing is 
at fault. A Japanese reaction could backfire, whereas waiting 
to see how things evolve over the next months, or even years, 
avoids this risk. 

Additionally, the Noda cabinet may soon be history, 
possibly replaced by an administration led by a failed ex-
premier (Shinzo Abe) who deemed it a good idea to pray at 
Yasukuni Shrine earlier this month. Taking a proactive course 
on China policy requires stable and high-quality leadership, 
something which is lacking in Tokyo. 

Seek A Compromise 
Giving up control of the islands is not in the cards. 

However, Japan could seek to accept some Chinese demands. 
This could include looking at various forms of joint 
development, revising fishing zones, etc. 

The advantage of such a strategy is that it would test the 
proposition that the Communist Party is not interested in 
drastically altering the status quo but had to react when the 
“nationalization” of the three islands made it lose face. If this 
hypothesis is true, a limited amount of concessions could 
settle the issue. Given the importance for all concerned to 
defuse the situation, the cost-benefit ratio of such a strategy 
would be positive. 

If it turned out that no amount of Japanese concessions 
bought peace, then we would all know that Chinese 
Communist Party's intent. However, given the domestic 
politics in Tokyo, implementation of such a policy would be 

tricky in the absence of a charismatic prime minister trusted 
by a large majority of the electorate. 

Go On The Offensive 
In both 2010 and 2012, Beijing crossed the line of 

accepted norms. It unleashed economic warfare against Japan 
(in 2010 with the rare earths and delays in customs, in 2012 
through physical attacks on Japanese assets in China, state-
sponsored cancellations of travel, slowdowns in import 
processing, etc.). So there is an argument for demonstrating 
that there is a price to pay. 

A strategic offensive would have two prongs. The 
diplomatic part would be Japanese support for a territorial 
status quo to end once and for all territorial disputes. Japan 
would acknowledge the full sovereignty of South Korea over 
Takeshima (Dokto) and of Russia over the Northern 
Territories (the southern Kuriles). China would then be seen as 
the only troublemaker, since it would be the only remaining 
regional actor with territorial claims (Taiwan would too, but 
its role in the Senkaku crisis is obviously less critical) and 
improve relations with Seoul (and perhaps Moscow). 

The economic offensive could have several pillars. 
Japanese customs would slow down the processing of Chinese 
imports, focusing on those which can easily be sourced from 
other locations. Chinese airlines and tour operators that bring 
tourists from Japan to China could see their operations 
subjected to unfortunately lengthy tax audits, inspections, and 
other bureaucratic hurdles. 

In some cases, Japan is the only source of high-tech 
components for China-based exporters. In selected cases, these 
exports could be slowed down, focusing on those that are vital 
for Chinese state-owned corporations and businesses owned 
by senior party officials and their families. 

Such an ambitious strategy could signal Beijing that there 
are costs to aggressive behavior. In particular, it would have 
the advantage of preventing future miscalculations on China’s 
part by deterring the Communist Party from further escalation 
with Japan. If one believes that China is on a road that will 
lead to war with the U.S. and its allies, making a stand now 
could ensure peace in the future by forcing Beijing to see how 
costly its objectives are and demonstrating Japanese resolve 
backed by the U.S. 

All of these three options have advantages and 
disadvantages. The first one differs from the other two in 
terms of the requirements for implementation. It does not 
require particularly talented leadership, whereas the others 
demand first-rate actors in Japan's cabinet. The last one, and to 
some extent the "compromise” would also entail very close 
cooperation with the United States, but the “do nothing” 
option could be accomplished through normal working level 
channels with Washington. 

Robert Dujarric is Director, Institute of Contemporary 
Asian Studies, Temple University Japan. 
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30. The “Copycat” War: Iran Strikes Back 
From cyberstrikes, assassinations, and intelligence missions carried out by drones, Iran seems to copying 
Western tactics. Retaliation, not escalation, is the goal. 
(THE DIPLOMAT 26 OCT 12) ... Zachary Keck 

The growing evidence that Iran was behind a number of 
recent cyber attacks against Western and Arab institutions has 
raised concerns in many quarters about how the Islamic 

Republic may employ its cyberwarfare capabilities in the 
future. Although there’s no way to be certain, in the short-term 
Iran’s likely to act with considerable restraint in the cyber 



 32

realm in keeping with the larger “copycat” strategy it is using 
to retaliate against adversaries without escalating tensions 
further. Over the longer-term, however, it stands to reason that 
Iran will incorporate cyberwarfare into its existing military 
doctrine. 

The recent cyber attacks against American banks and 
Middle Eastern oil companies are part of Iran’s broader 
strategy of closely emulating its adversaries’ attacks against 
the Islamic Republic itself. By replicating its adversaries’ 
tactics as closely as possible, Iran is able to retaliate against 
these powers while simultaneously signaling to them that it 
doesn’t seek to enlarge the conflict. 

This “copycat” strategy was first evident in Iran’s 
assassination attempts against Israeli diplomats and their 
families in India, Georgia, and (presumably) Thailand in 
February of this year. In the India and Georgia incidents, 
Iranian nationals working under the Quds Forces unit of the 
Iranian Revolutionary Guards Corps (IRGC) attached 
magnetic bombs to the underbelly of Israeli embassy cars in 
order to assassinate Tel Aviv’s diplomatic personnel (although 
in the Georgia case the explosive failed to detonate before 
being discovered and disarmed.) A similar plot was likely 
planned for Thailand before Iranian operatives prematurely set 
off one of the explosives while they were building them in a 
safe house in Bangkok. 

European intelligence officials were, inexplicitly, aghast 
by Iran’s audacity, proclaiming, "Until recently it was possible 
to see why they [Iranian leaders] were doing what they have 
been doing. Now it has become very unpredictable. It's very 
hard to see the logic behind” the February bombings. This 
statement notwithstanding, the rationale behind these 
assassination attempts was readily apparent: over the past few 
years numerous Iranian nuclear scientists have been targeted 
and killed in the streets of Tehran in attacks that Israel’s 
intelligence agency, the Mossad, is widely believed to be 
behind. Notably, the perpetrators of the attacks on the Iranian 
scientists often targeted their victims by attaching magnetic 
bombs to the bottom of their automobiles. 

Thus, Iran initially went to extreme lengths to ensure its 
response was exactly proportional to the original attacks, 
clearly seeking to minimize the risks of escalation. It was only 
when the Iranian operatives’ incompetence prevented the 
attacks from succeeding that Tehran switched from these 
“hard” diplomatic targets to “soft” targets like Israeli tourists 
and expats in places like Kenya and (via Hezbollah) Bulgaria. 

The same dynamics were apparent more recently when 
Israeli F-16’s shot down a surveillance drone flying in its 
airspace reportedly seeking to gather intelligence on Israel’s 
Dimona nuclear site. In contrast to the attacks on the Israeli 
diplomats and tourists, which Iran claimed were false flag 
operations orchestrated by its adversaries to frame it, Iran and 
Hezbollah were surprisingly forthcoming about their 
involvement in the drone incident. 

Hezbollah's General Secretary, Sheikh Hassan Nasrallah, 
almost immediately accepted responsibility for flying the 
drone, going out of his way to point out that, "This drone is 
not Russian made,this drone was an Iranian made [sic].” 
Iranian Defense Minister Ahmad Vahidi confirmed this a few 
days later while another Iranian military official boasted that 
dozens of prior flights had been conducted without being 
detected by Israeli defense forces. 

Given Israel’s radar and defense capabilities, this 
statement is almost certainly a fabrication. Although, as the 
Council on Foreign Relations' Micah Zenko points out, 
Hezbollah has long flown surveillance drones over the 
occupied territories and the peripheral of Israel proper, these 
missions were closely monitored by Israeli authorities. Indeed, 
Iran and Hezbollah undoubtedly realized that in this case too 
its rudimentary unmanned aircraft would be quickly tracked 
and, given its apparent mission to gather intelligence on 
Israel’s nuclear site, destroyed by the Israeli Air Force. 

Their rationale for conducting the mission was therefore 
largely symbolic. Specifically, they were mimicking the 
United States own extensive program to gather intelligence on 
Iran’s nuclear facilities through drones launched from 
Afghanistan, which came to light last December when one of 
the drones malfunctioned over Iranian territory last December. 
Although Iran likely knew about the U.S. intelligence 
operation for some time before then, the downing of the drone 
brought these “secret” missions out into the open. Moreover, a 
mere two weeks after the incident occurred, U.S Defense 
Secretary Leon Panetta stated, matter-of-factly, that the 
surveillance missions would “absolutely” continue. Iran was 
therefore pressed to respond in kind. 

It is in this context that Iran’s alleged cyber attacks 
against America’s largest banks and Middle Eastern energy 
companies must be viewed. To begin with, it is widely 
reported that the U.S. and Israel were behind the various 
sophisticated computer viruses that have targeted Iran’s 
nuclear program in recent years. Indeed, it is believed that the 
IRGC first began organizing a cyber unit for the purpose of 
carrying out offensive operations in 2009, shortly after Iranian 
officials discovered the Stuxnet computer virus. As Ilan 
Berman explained to Congress earlier this year, “For the 
Iranian regime, however, the conclusion [from Stuxnet] is 
clear. War with the West, at least on the cyber front, has been 
joined, and the Iranian regime is mobilizing in response.” 

Moreover, the targets of the most recent cyber attacks 
were hardly picked at random. Instead, they were undoubtedly 
chosen as a response against the U.S. and EU sanctions that 
aim to cut off Iran’s oil exports, the revenue from which is the 
largest source of hard currency for the Iranian regime. 

From the Western perspective, one of the biggest 
impediments to instituting these sanctions was the fear that the 
loss of Iranian oil from the global market would precipitate a 
supply shortage and, consequently, a spike in prices. Indeed, 
the U.S. legislation Congress passed explicitly directed the 
Obama administration to study the effect the sanctions would 
have on global oil prices before implementing them. Despite 
Iranian warnings against doing so, many Arab Gulf oil 
producers, most notably Saudi Arabia, began increasing their 
own production in order to offset the loss of Iranian oil. Iran’s 
cyber attacks against Saudi Arabian and Qatari oil companies 
were a response to these actions 

The massive denial-of-service attacks against U.S. 
financial industry also fit this pattern. It’s particularly 
noteworthy that only American banks have thus far been the 
target of these attacks. Although both the EU and the U.S. 
sought to drastically curtail Iranian oil exports, their methods 
of doing so differed. In the case of the European Union, an oil 
embargo prohibiting its member nations from purchasing 
Iranian oil was imposed, as were other measures like 
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prohibiting the European maritime insurance companies that 
dominate the global industry from covering tankers carrying 
Iranian crude. 

By contrast, Washington’s efforts to undermine Iran’s oil 
sales were complicated by the fact that the U.S. itself was not 
a consumer of Iranian crude. In light of this, the Washington 
turned to the U.S. financial sector’s centrality in international 
commerce to indirectly target Iranian oil sales. Specifically, 
Washington threatened that any entity conducting business 
with Iran’s central bank—the mechanism through which 
Tehran processes most of its oil sales—would be denied 
access to the U.S. financial sector, thereby crippling its ability 
to participate in the global economy. 

In this situation Iran was unable to respond in kind given 
that its own financial institutions are of little importance to 
global trade. It therefore turned to sustained denial-of-service 
attacks on the websites of many of the largest U.S. banks, 
which denied these banks’ customers electronic access to their 
services. 

In short, because Iran’s current cyber attacks are part of 
its “copycat” strategy, it’s likely to act with a healthy degree 
of self-restraint in the near-term. Especially with upcoming 
negotiations, whether bilaterally or multilaterally, and the U.S. 

and Israel in disagreement over “red lines,” Iran will be 
careful not to provoke Washington and its allies into 
escalating the conflict— whether kinetically or in cyberspace. 

Depending on the potency of its capabilities, however, it’s 
likely that Iran will increasingly rely on cyberwarfare in the 
long-term. Indeed, cyberwarfare fits nicely into its existing 
military doctrine that primarily relies on three capabilities to 
deter its stronger adversaries: its ability to carry out 
asymmetric attacks often by acting through surrogates like 
Hezbollah, its growing ballistic missile arsenal, and its ability 
to threaten oil shipping in the Strait of Hormuz. 

With the exception of its missile arsenal, these 
capabilities have become “wasting assets” over the past 
eighteen months. In particular, Iran’s ability to carry out 
asymmetric attacks will be severely curtailed if Bashar al-
Assad’s regime falls in Syria, given that Iran relies heavily on 
Syrian territory to ferry supplies to Hezbollah in Lebanon. 
Should it be denied its ability to carry out asymmetric attacks, 
cyberwarfare would be an attractive replacement given that 
both share a plausible deniability component that limits the 
likely retaliation Iran will face from its conventionally 
superior adversaries. 

Zachary Keck is Assistant Editor of The Diplomat. 
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31. How To Intervene In Syria 
(WASHINGTON POST 26 OCT 12) ... François Heisbourg 

PARIS -- Successful military interventions are 
sufficiently rare as to induce utmost caution when 
contemplating the use of force in Syria, a country as populous 
as Iraq or Afghanistan and no less divided along religious and 
ethnic lines. Yet the legal, political, strategic and military 
conditions for an international operation are being fulfilled, 
which is in turn creating an opportunity to bring down Bashar 
al-Assad’s bloody dictatorship and its regionally destabilizing 
repression. 

In legal terms, Syria’s border violations have created a 
new situation, one in which the Russian and Chinese vetoes at 
the U.N. Security Council would no longer prevent the 
legitimate use of force by Turkey. These Syrian violations 
have been denounced in strong terms by NATO and an 
unusually unanimous Security Council; yet Syrian attacks 
continue, leading to daily exchanges of artillery fire. 

Turkey’s security is further imperiled by an unabated flow 
of refugees prompted by the Assad regime’s mindless 
repression. The regime has simultaneously created the 
conditions for a sharp rise of cross-border attacks by Kurdish 
activists against Turkish army and police personnel. Turkey 
could credibly invoke Article 51 of the U.N. Charter, entitling 
it to exercise its right of self-defense. This would allow 
Turkey to request military assistance from its NATO partners. 
The burden of proof would then be on Russia and China, if 
those countries sought to override Turkey’s Article 51 claim in 
the Security Council. 

Politically speaking, the United States is likely to recover 
room to maneuver after Nov. 6, whether President Obama is 
reelected or a president-elect Mitt Romney is working in 
tandem with the incumbent. Turkish Foreign Minister Ahmet 
Davutoglu has been clamoring for active NATO support, 
reminding the alliance of the high human cost of its slowness 
to intervene in the Balkans 20 years ago — a disturbing but 

compelling parallel. As with last year’s intervention in Libya, 
many NATO members would be neither willing nor able to 
support forceful action, but the ones that count the most, 
France and Britain, would probably join. The French president 
has been broadly supportive of Turkey’s approach to the 
Syrian crisis. Several Arab states (including Saudi Arabia and 
Qatar) may also participate. 

From a strategic standpoint, the civil war in Syria is in a 
stalemate, with Assad’s forces unable to crush the rebellion 
and the insurgency militarily incapable of overthrowing the 
regime. A realistic objective of intervention would be to tilt 
the balance in favor of the rebel forces, to help expedite 
Assad’s fall. As in Libya, and unlike in Iraq, intervention 
would enable the rebellion, not be a substitute for it. 

In military terms, this would be achieved by establishing a 
50-mile no-fly zone along the Turkish-Syrian border. No 
allied aircraft would need to fly in Syrian airspace, as air-to-air 
and surface-to-air missiles fired from Turkish airspace and 
territory would have the necessary range to shoot down Syrian 
bombers or helicopters in the exclusion zone. Allied AWACS 
radar aircraft, operating well out of range of Syria’s extensive 
air defenses, would provide full real-time information on any 
regime aircraft approaching the no-fly zone. 

The zone would include Aleppo, which means the 
regime’s bombardment of Syria’s largest city would cease. Its 
fall, along with unimpeded access to logistical support from 
Turkey, would give the insurgency the upper hand. 

And with no boots on the ground, this intervention would 
not require an exit strategy. 

Such an intervention is becoming desirable as well as 
feasible, for want of a better option. Letting the civil war fester 
will lead to further destabilization in Syria and the wider 
region — some of which is already visible in Lebanon and 
Jordan — and a radicalization of the conflict. Providing the 
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rebels with weaponry, notably anti-aircraft missiles, raises the 
dread prospect of blowback, given our inability to control the 
ultimate destination of such transfers. 

Of course, even an intervention of the kind suggested here 
won’t guarantee a positive and stable outcome in Syria, any 
more than the overthrow of Moammar Gaddafi meant that 

milk and honey were to flow in Libya. But the alternatives are 
worse. We also know that a heavy “boots on the ground” 
approach — as in Iraq or Afghanistan — is to be strenuously 
avoided. 

François Heisbourg is a special adviser at the 
Foundation for Strategic Research, a Paris-based think tank. 
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32. What Type Of Navy Do We Really Need? 
(USA TODAY 26 OCT 12) ... Michael O’Hanlon 

Mitt Romney and Barack Obama sure are good at the 
zingers. During Monday's presidential debate, Romney 
claimed that today's U.S. Navy is at its smallest size — in 
terms of the numbers of major ships — in a century. Obama 
sarcastically retorted that we aren't playing a game of 
Battleship and that counting ship numbers is a silly way to 
assess naval capability. Both candidates are basically right as 
far as they go, but their exchange contributed very little to an 
understanding of what the Navy of the United States requires 
today. 

One thing is clear: The Navy remains hugely important. 
With Iran destabilizing the still vital Persian Gulf region, 
China rising in Asia, many trouble spots from Libya to Syria 
to North Korea most accessible via the sea, and the global 
economy more interdependent than ever, at the very least we 
can be grateful the candidates are calling attention to this 
crucial matter. 

Here is a short list of how we are putting to use our 286-
ship Navy around the globe: 

 Maintaining an average of more than 1.5 aircraft 
carrier battle groups near Iran at a time. 

 Maintaining another carrier battle group in the 
western Pacific continuously. The group features a 
large flat-deck carrier holding about 75 planes, 
around four large surface combatants with advanced 
air and missile defenses, and other ships in escort as 
well. 

 Sailing Marines and aircraft and ground weaponry 
around hotspots from the South China Sea to the 
Arabian Sea to the Mediterranean, providing a ready 
force for contingencies while also performing 
military exercises with other countries. 

 Using attack submarines to track and understand the 
activities of other nations' naval forces. 

 Undergirding nuclear deterrence with Ohio-class 
ballistic missile submarines on continuous alert. 

 Being ready, of course, to surge in the event of crisis 
or war. 

Can we sustain this busy agenda with today's fleet, as 
Obama suggests, or is Romney right that we need to enlarge it 
to between 313 and 350 ships? This is a close call. The Navy 
is working overtime, running ships and Sailors a little too 
hard, just to get by. But it is getting by. Score one for Obama. 

But the Navy's capabilities are being taxed with little 
slack should reinforcements be needed in some contingency. 
Score one here for Romney. 

If our deficits were under control, I would probably give 
the nod to Romney. But they are not under control, and we 
need to keep asking the military, which is not starving for 
funds, to find more innovative and efficient ways to operate. 

In fact, the Navy and the rest of the U.S. armed forces can 
do so and sustain today's necessary overseas operations with a 
fleet of the current size (or even a slightly smaller one). But 
that is going to take some new thinking, beyond the Navy's 
already good ideas of late, such as stationing more attack 
submarines on Guam, where they are closer to patrol zones, 
and planning to put four small warships in Singapore in 
coming years. 

Here are possible ways to do so: 
Instead of increasing the number of aircraft carrier groups 

near the Persian Gulf, as Romney proposes, look for ways to 
station Air Force fighter jets on land in Persian Gulf states. 
Land-based aircraft are a cheaper way to sustain presence 
when you know in advance where the hot spots will be. 
Historically, our Gulf allies have not wanted to do this, given 
their domestic political sensitivities, but in light of the 
growing concern about Iran's aggression and ambitions, it is 
time to revisit this question. 

Base more ships abroad. Maintaining a constant presence 
with a ship in the western Pacific takes four or five ships in the 
fleet. If they are based in California, as they are now, time is 
lost in transit. But if home-ported instead in the region, that 
ship is considered to be constantly on station because Sailors 
can always get to ship within a few hours. 

Rotate fresh crews of Sailors from the U.S. to forward 
theaters by airplane every six months or so, leaving ships 
deployed abroad for a year or two at a time. This is another 
way to reduce time wasted in transoceanic transit and can 
improve the number of days per year a given ship can stay on 
station by a third, according to the Congressional Budget 
Office. 

None of these ideas is easy to implement; none is a silver 
bullet. But taken together, they can help make our Navy more 
efficient. 

Let us hope other parts of government can then do their 
fair share, too, because one other final observation needs to be 
voiced. Whatever excess it may contain, the Pentagon's budget 
is not big enough to provide the main basis for reducing our 
national deficit. 

Michael O'Hanlon is a senior fellow at Brookings and 
author of The Wounded Giant: America's Armed Forces in an 
Age of Austerity. 
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33. My Line On Defense—No More Cuts 
When Congress meets after the election, it should reduce the debt without taking a dollar more from the 
military. 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 26 OCT 12) ... Joe Lieberman 

There is broad consensus that when Congress reconvenes 
in November, it must act to prevent sequestration. That is the 
$500 billion cut in defense spending scheduled to go into 
effect on Jan. 2, which all parties agree would be catastrophic 
for our national security. 

But as we contemplate proposals to ward off 
sequestration, we must not lose sight of a larger truth: Our 
armed forces are already under unprecedented strain because 
of the $487 billion in defense cuts imposed by the Budget 
Control Act last year. This budget reduction is delaying 
critical modernization programs and forcing our military to 
slash manpower and force structure. 

That is why, in the post-election session of Congress, I 
won't support any debt-reduction package that requires our 
military to accept further cuts. 

The reductions in military spending that we have already 
accepted weren't driven by improvements in the strategic 
climate facing our country. Contrary to claims that the "tide of 
war is receding," our national-security threats are becoming 
more complex and no less demanding or urgent. 

We have made significant progress in recent years against 
al Qaeda's leadership in Pakistan. But the group's Islamist 
extremist affiliates and allies have made inroads elsewhere—
including Yemen, Syria and Mali, where al Qaeda's North 
African branch has established a haven in a vast swath of 
territory. In the Persian Gulf, Iran's pursuit of asymmetric 
capabilities (including missiles, mines and submarines) is 
compelling us to expand our naval and air presences there, not 
draw them down. Then there is the Asia-Pacific region, where 
China's double-digit growth in military spending and assertive 
behavior against neighbors (including U.S. treaty allies) is 
unsettling the regional balance of power. 

To address these challenges, the Obama administration's 
"Defense Strategic Guidance" rightly pledges more rotational 
deployments across the globe to reassure our friends, deter our 
adversaries, and protect our national interests. But the truth is 
that our military is simply too small to do everything that is 
being asked of it. While our forces' high operational tempo is 
less visible than it was at the height of the Iraq War, it is no 
less stressful on our servicemembers and their families. 

Consider that the Navy's 285-ship fleet is already slated to 
decline by nine ships by 2015. That means longer cruises with 
less time between deployments for ships to receive needed 
maintenance and for Sailors to recuperate. Thus the USS John 
C. Stennis Carrier Strike Group completed a seven-month 
deployment to the Persian Gulf in March, spent five months at 
home, then began an eight-month deployment in August. The 

USS Enterprise and USS Carl Vinson strike groups have faced 
similar schedules in the past two years—a pace that senior 
Navy officials have said is wearing out ships and straining 
crews. 

The cuts already enacted are similarly causing the Air 
Force to buy fewer planes despite persistent demands on its 
declining force, which increasingly relies on aging aircraft 
produced during the Cold War. Under its budget for the 
coming fiscal year, the Air Force will procure the fewest 
aircraft since becoming an independent service 65 years ago. 

For the Army and Marine Corps, last year's cuts mean 
92,000 troops forced out over the next five years, including 
tens of thousands of involuntary separations—layoffs, 
effectively. 

Some people attempt to justify these cuts by arguing that 
our military won't face the same demands that it has over the 
past decade. But it is unwise to assume away dangers. One of 
the clearest lessons I draw from my 24 years in the Senate is 
that, despite our best efforts, events will inevitably take us by 
surprise—as did the Iraqi invasion of Kuwait in 1990, the 9/11 
attacks, the collapse of the Soviet Union and the Arab Spring. 
The only thing we can know about the decade ahead is that 
further strategic surprises lie in store. 

That is why it is so critical for our military to be 
modernized and manned for the full range of missions that it 
may be called upon to carry out in defense of our security, 
liberty and values. I fear that is not where America's armed 
forces are headed if we cut more from the defense budget. 

We must put our country's fiscal house in order—but not 
at the expense of our security. Sequestration of both defense 
and nondefense accounts can and must be avoided by a 
bipartisan debt-reduction package that deals with the real 
drivers of our fiscal problem: entitlement spending and 
insufficient revenue. 

Protecting the American people is the most important 
responsibility that the Constitution gives the federal 
government, and our defense budget's trajectory signals to the 
American people—and to our friends and enemies around the 
world—how strongly committed we are to that responsibility. 

That is why, when Congress reconvenes after the election, 
I will do everything I can to stop the additional $500 billion in 
defense cuts. Because so much has already been taken from 
the U.S. military, I will oppose any deal that cuts one dollar 
more from our national defense. America's security cannot 
afford it. 

Mr. Lieberman is an Independent senator from 
Connecticut. 
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34. Overdue: Why It’s Time To End The U.S. Military’s Female Combat Ban 
The military was the first major American institution to integrate African Americans. It’s now open to gay 
and lesbian soldiers. It’s time to let women serve in combat, writes Megan H. MacKenzie. 
(THE DAILY BEAST 26 OCT 12) ... Megan H. MacKenzie 

Today, 214,098 women serve in the U.S. military, 
representing 14.6 percent of total service members. Hundreds 
of female soldiers have received a Combat Action Badge, 

awarded for actively engaging with a hostile enemy. Two 
women, Sgt. Leigh Ann Hester and Specialist Monica Lin 
Brown, have been awarded Silver Stars—one of the highest 
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military decorations awarded for valor in combat—for their 
service in Afghanistan and Iraq. 

Yet the U.S. military, at least officially, still bans women 
from serving in direct combat positions. As irregular warfare 
has become increasingly common in the last few decades, the 
difference on the ground between front line and support roles 
is no longer clear. Numerous policy changes have also eroded 
the division between combat and noncombat positions. More 
and more military officials recognize the contributions made 
by female soldiers. Politicians, veterans, and military experts 
have begun actively lobbying Washington to drop the ban. 
And a 2011 survey conducted by ABC News and The 
Washington Post found that 73 percent of Americans support 
allowing women in combat. But Congress has not budged. 

The most prominent argument used by defenders of the 
status quo is that women spoil the cohesion and unit bonding 
necessary for troop effectiveness. Supporters of the ban 
speculate that women distract men and that they may even 
“feminize,” or weaken the military. These assumptions 
prioritize male bonding as an essential military activity and 
imply that the goal of the military is to enhance masculinity, 
not protect national security. Moreover, there is significant 
evidence that male bonding and troop homogeneity can 
actually hinder group performance. In her analysis of gender 
integration in the military, Erin Solaro, a researcher and 
journalist who was embedded with combat troops in 
Afghanistan and Iraq, pointed out that male bonding often 
depended on the exclusion or denigration of women and 
concluded that “cohesion is not the same as combat 
effectiveness, and indeed can undercut it. Supposedly 
‘cohesive’ units can also kill their officers, mutiny, evade 
combat, and surrender as groups.” The mechanisms for 
achieving troop cohesion can also be problematic. In addition 
to denigrating women, illegal activities, including war crimes, 
have sometimes been used as a means for soldiers to “let off 
steam” and foster group unity. In sum, there is very little basis 
on which to link group cohesion to national security. 

Further, the military has actually been strengthened when 
attitudes have been challenged and changed over the past 
century. Despite claims in the 1940s that mixed-race units 
would be ineffective and that white and black service 
members would not be able to trust one another, for example, 
integration proved to enhance troop trust and cohesion. 
Similarly, a 1993 RAND Corporation paper summarizing 
research on sexual orientation and the U.S. military’s 

personnel policy found that diversity “can enhance the quality 
of group problem-solving and decision making, and it 
broadens the group’s collective array of skills and 
knowledge.” 

Of course, it should come as no surprise that elements of 
the military want uniformity in the ranks. The integration of 
new groups always ruffles feathers. But the U.S. military has 
been ahead of the curve in terms of the inclusion of most 
minority groups. It was the first federal organization to 
integrate African Americans. And with the repeal of the “don’t 
ask, don’t tell” (DADT) policy, the military now has more 
progressive policies toward gay employees than many other 
U.S. agencies. In September 2012, one year after the repeal of 
DADT, a study published by the Palm Center found that the 
change “has had no overall negative impact on military 
readiness or its component dimensions, including cohesion, 
recruitment, retention, assaults, harassment or morale.” The 
research also found that overall, DADT’s “repeal has 
enhanced the military’s ability to pursue its mission.” Previous 
claims about the negative impact that gay service members 
might have on troop cohesion mirror those currently used to 
support the female combat exclusion. 

Just as when African Americans were fully integrated into 
the military and DADT was repealed, lifting the combat ban 
on women would not threaten national security or the 
cohesiveness of military units. 

Unsubstantiated claims about the distracting nature of 
women, the perils of feminine qualities, and the inherent 
manliness of war hardly provide a solid foundation on which 
to construct policy. Presumably, some levels of racism and 
homophobia also persist within the military, yet it would be 
absurd, not to mention unconstitutional, for the U.S. 
government to officially sanction such prejudices. The U.S. 
military should ensure that it is as effective as possible, but it 
must not bend to biases, bigotry, and false stereotypes. 

Just as when African Americans were fully integrated into 
the military and DADT was repealed, lifting the combat ban 
on women would not threaten national security or the 
cohesiveness of military units; rather, it would bring formal 
policies in line with current practices and allow the armed 
forces to overcome their misogynistic past. In a modern 
military, women should have the right to fight. 

This is a condensed version of an essay that will appear 
in the November-December issue of Foreign Affairs. 
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On This Day In The Navy: 
1931: Keel laying at Newport News, VA of USS Ranger (CV-4), first ship designed and constructed as an aircraft carrier. 

  
TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Iran Flexes Its Military Muscle For West 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 25 SEP 12) 

Tehran -- Iranian military leaders gave details of a new long-range drone and test-fired four antiship missiles Tuesday in a prelude 
to upcoming naval war games planned in an apparent response to U.S.-led warship drills in the Persian Gulf. 

 
2. Gulf Detection Skills To Tell Mines From Sheep Tested 
(BLOOMBERG 26 SEP 12) ... Tony Capaccio 

Telling the difference between a deadly surface mine and a bloated sheep carcass bobbing belly-up in the Persian Gulf is among 
the skills being tested by an international coalition of sailors and divers.  

 
3. Fewer Submarines To Call Groton Home  
Navy turning its focus to the western Pacific 
(THE DAY (CT) 26 SEP12) ... Jennifer McDermott 

Groton - The Navy plans to keep fewer submarines in Groton as the military shifts its focus toward Asia and sends its newest, 
most capable ships and aircraft to the western Pacific, the Navy's top admiral said Tuesday. 

 

UUNNIITTEEDD  NNAATTIIOONNSS::  
4. Obama Tells U.N. New Democracies Need Free Speech 
(NEW YORK TIMES 26 SEP 12) ... Helene Cooper 

UNITED NATIONS — President Obama on Tuesday used his last major address on a global stage before the November election 
to deliver a strong defense of America’s belief in freedom of speech, challenging fledgling Arab and North African democracies to 
ensure that right even in the face of violence. 

 
5. The E-Ring: Inside the Pentagon's Power Corridors 
Panetta To Meet GCC In NYC 
THE E-RING 25 SEP 12) ... Kevin Baron 

For the second year in a row, Defense Secretary Leon Panetta will meet with representatives of the Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC) in New York City alongside the United Nations General Assembly opening session. 

 

MMIIDDDDLLEE  EEAASSTT::  
6. Iran Unveils New Long-Range Drone 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 25 SEP 12) ... Ali Akbar Dareini and Nasser Karimi 

TEHRAN, Iran -- Iranian military leaders gave details of a new long-range drone and test fired four anti-ship missiles Tuesday in 
a prelude to upcoming naval war games planned in an apparent response to U.S.-led warship drills in the Persian Gulf. 

 
7. The E-Ring: Inside the Pentagon's Power Corridors 
DOD: Iranian Missile Test Claim Bogus 
(THE E-RING 25 SEP 12) ... Kevin Baron 

What missile test? Pentagon officials tell the E-Ring they have no reason to believe that Iran conducted any missile tests in the 
Strait of Hormuz on Tuesday, rejecting a claim made by Iranian state television. 
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8. Iran Reveals More About What It Calls Foreign Sabotage 
(NEW YORK TIMES 26 SEP 12) ... Rick Gladstone 

Iran said Tuesday that it had amassed new evidence of attempts by saboteurs to attack Iranian nuclear, defense, industrial and 
telecommunications installations, including the use of computer virus-infected American, French and German equipment. 

 
9. As Libya Presses Some Militias to Disband, Fighters Attack a Hotel in Tripoli 
(NEW YORK TIMES 25 SEP 12) ... David D. Kirkpatrick 

BENGHAZI, Libya — Libyan militia fighters assaulted a hotel in Tripoli housing members of the newly elected General National 
Congress on Tuesday, dramatizing the challenge the government faces in enforcing its ultimatum that all unauthorized brigades must 
submit to its authority or disband by the start of the day.  

 
10. Training Afghan Allies, With Guard Firmly Up 
(NEW YORK TIMES 25 SEP 12) ... Matthew Rosenberg 

BAD PAKH, Afghanistan — When American military advisers fly into Afghan Army outposts like the one nestled on the floor of 
this forested valley, they keep their body armor on and their weapons loaded.  

 
11. Update 2-Explosions Strike Top Syrian Army Building 
(REUTERS 26 SEP 12) ... Samia Nakhoul 

Two loud explosions targeted one of Syria's top military command buildings in the capital Damascus on Wednesday, engulfing 
the building in flames, residents and state-television said. 

 

AASSIIAA  ––  PPAACCIIFFIICC::  
12. Near Disputed Islands, Japan Confronts Boats From Taiwan 
(NEW YORK TIMES 25 SEP 12) ... Hiroki Tabuchi 

TOKYO — The Japanese Coast Guard used water cannons on Tuesday to disperse fishing boats from Taiwan in waters claimed 
by Japan in the East China Sea, widening a territorial dispute that has already pitted Japan against China and threatened vital trade 
relations in the region.  

 
13. Japan, China Move To Dampen Down Island Dispute 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 26 SEP 12) 

TAIPEI, Taiwan (AP) — Japan and China are taking small steps to dampen down a bitter dispute over a group of small islands in 
the East China Sea following an intense but seemingly controlled confrontation between Japan and Taiwan over the islands' 
sovereignty. 

 
14. Annual New Zealand Defense Report Boosts Focus On South Pacific 
(DEFENSE NEWS 25 SEP 12) ... Nick Lee-Frampton 

WELLINGTON, Australia — The 2012 Annual Report of the New Zealand Defence Force (NZDF) reveals enhanced attention on 
the South Pacific.   

 
15. S. Korean President Holds Top-Level Security Meet 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 26 SEP 12) 

SEOUL -- South Korean President Lee Myung-Bak convened a top-level security meeting Wednesday to discuss growing 
tensions on the maritime border with North Korea ahead of the South's presidential election. 

 
16. DOD: US, Japan Wargames Not Driven By Chinese Threat 
(DEFCON HILL 25 SEP 12) ... Carlo Munoz 

An ongoing U.S and Japanese wargame designed to bolster Tokyo's island defenses against an unnamed aggressor is not driven 
by any specific threat from China or other regional powers, a Department of Defense official said on Tuesday. 

 
17. Indonesia Seeks Rules Of Road For South China Sea 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 25 SEP 12) ... Matthew Pennington 

UNITED NATIONS -- Indonesia is circulating among Southeast Asian nations a draft code of conduct for the South China Sea, 
hoping for progress before a regional summit in November, its foreign minister said Tuesday. 
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AAVVIIAATTIIOONN::  
18. Holistic Programming 
Director of naval aviation integrates platform, weapon, manning requirements 
(SEAPOWER OCT 12) ... Richard R. Burgess 

As director of Air Warfare (OPNAV N98), on the staff of the chief of naval operations (CNO), Rear Adm. William F. “Bill” 
Moran is responsible for the development, programming and budgeting of all U.S. naval aviation warfighting requirements.   

 
19. Harriers Destroyed In Attack To Be Replaced 
(MARINE CORPS TIMES 25 SEP 12) ... Dan Lamothe 

The Marine Corps will replace eight Harriers that were destroyed or badly damaged in a bold attack by insurgents on a prominent 
aviation base in southern Afghanistan, Marine officials said. 

 

AAIIRRCCRRAAFFTT  CCAARRRRIIEERRSS::  
20. USS Truman Tests Combat Systems 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 25 SEP 12) 

The USS Harry S. Truman's combat systems are undergoing operational tests this week. 
 

SSEEXXUUAALL  AASSSSAAUULLTT::  
21. DoD Cracks Down On Sexual Assaults By Trainers 
(NAVY TIMES 25 SEP 12) ... Andrew Tilghman  

Defense Secretary Leon Panetta has ordered a “comprehensive assessment” of all boot camps and entry-level training programs 
across the military to identify ways to reduce the frequency of sexual assault. 

 

PPIIRRAACCYY::  
22. Somali Pirate Attacks On Decline 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 25 SEP 12) ... Abdi Guled and Jason Straziuso 

HOBYO, Somalia — The empty whiskey bottles and overturned, sand-filled skiffs littering this once-bustling shoreline are signs 
the heyday of Somali piracy may be over. Most of the prostitutes are gone and the luxury cars repossessed. Pirates while away their 
hours playing cards or catching lobsters. 

 

EENNEERRGGYY::  
23. Navy Turns Sea Water Into Jet Fuel 
(TG DAILY 25 SEP 12) ... Emma Woollacott 

Scientists at the U.S. Naval Research Laboratory are developing a process to extract carbon dioxide from seawater and use it to 
produce hydrogen gas, which can then be catalytically converted into jet fuel. 

 

CCYYBBEERR::  
24. Lieberman Calls For Cybersecurity Executive Order 
(GOVERNMENT EXECUTIVE 25 SEP 12) 

With Congress done working until after the November election, Senate Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs Chairman 
Joe Lieberman, I-Conn., is urging President Obama to issue an executive order aimed at securing U.S. computer networks from 
cyberattacks. 

 

CCOONNGGRREESSSS  //  BBUUDDGGEETT::  
25. DoD Comptroller: Stopgap Funding Bill Will Cause ‘Serious Problems’ 
(DEFENSE NEWS 25 SEP 12) ... Marcus Weisgerber 

A stopgap measure that will fund the federal government for the next six months will create “serious problems” at the Pentagon, 
particularly if the U.S. Congress does not pass dedicated defense legislation by the end of December.   

 
26. Defense Budget Chief: Sequester Would Have Serious Impact On Civilians 
(GOVERNMENT EXECUTIVE 25 SEP 12) ... Tom Shoop 

Civilian personnel in the Defense Department will be "seriously affected" if a budget sequester takes effect next year, the 
Pentagon's top budget official said Tuesday.  
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SSEEAALL  BBOOOOKK::  
27. Pentagon Issues Rules On How To Discuss SEAL’s Book 
(WASHINGTON TIMES 25 SEP 12) ... Rowan Scarborough 

The Pentagon’s top intelligence official has issued guidance on how to read and discuss “No Easy Day,” a former Navy SEAL’s 
unauthorized account of the raid that killed terrorist Osama bin Laden. 

 

QQ&&AA::  
28. Adm. Mike Mullen, Former Head Of Joint Chiefs 
(DAILY PRINCETONIAN 25 SEP 12) ... Courtney Balgobin 

This semester, Admiral Mike Mullen is transitioning from the battlefield to the classroom. After a storied military career that 
culminated in a post as Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, the highest-ranking official in the American Armed Forces, Mullen is 
using his experience to teach 19 students in WWS 318: U.S. Military and National and International Diplomacy. 

 

CCOOMMMMEENNTTAARRYY::  
29. The Message Obama Should Have Sent 
Forget about a 'red line.' Try a warning to Iran in black-and-white. 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 26 SEP 12) ... Alan M. Dershowitz 

On Monday in New York, Iranian President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad promised that Israel will be "eliminated," a variation on his 
previous threats to the nation's existence. He was in town for the opening of the United Nations General Assembly, a gathering that 
reliably sees leaders issuing pronouncements that, even if not new, at least are given a bigger stage. On Tuesday, the first day of the 
gathering, President Obama delivered a speech that also struck familiar notes, including the statement that "a nuclear-armed Iran is not 
a challenge that can be contained." He moved no closer to giving a signal of what he might consider an intolerable development in 
Iran's advance toward a nuclear weapon. 

 
30. Backlash To The Backlash 
(NEW YORK TIMES 26 SEP 12) ... Thomas L. Friedman 

One of the iron laws of Middle East politics for the last half-century has been that extremists go all the way and moderates tend to 
just go away. That is what made the march in Benghazi, Libya, so unusual last Friday. This time, the moderates did not just go away. 
They got together and stormed the headquarters of the Islamist militia Ansar al-Sharia, whose members are suspected of carrying out 
the attack on the U.S. consulate in Benghazi that resulted in the death of four Americans, including Ambassador Chris Stevens. 

 
31. LOTT: Strong U.S. Navy Means Stronger National Security  
We need the capability to build our own ships 
(WASHINGTON TIMES 25 SEP 12) ... Trent Lott  

Our nation’s southern flank is at a particular security risk by virtue of the absence of any credible U.S. naval presence to detect 
and counter threats in that region.  

 
32. Maine Voices: A Strong U.S. Navy Remains A Critical Force For National Security 
(PORTLAND (ME) PRESS HERALD 26 SEP 12) ... William E. Leigher 

America's Navy is our nation's front line in war and peace, operating on, above and below the sea. Think of the Navy as America's 
"away team," deployed around the world, defending our nation's interests every day. 

 
33. Future Wars: U.S. Homeland At Risk? 
(U.S. NAVAL INSTITUTE 25 SEP 2) ... Robert Kozloski 

Over the past few weeks, senior military leaders and intelligence officials have publicly acknowledged the growing threat from 
foreign military forces to the U.S. homeland. 

 
34. Retired Military Chiefs: Obesity Levels Mean U.S. Is 'Too Fat To Fight' 
(THE HILL 25 SEP 12) ... Elise Viebeck 

Spiking rates of childhood obesity are a threat to national security and demand government intervention, according to retired 
military leaders.  
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Iran Flexes Its Military Muscle For West 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 25 SEP 12) 

Tehran -- Iranian military leaders gave details of a new 
long-range drone and test-fired four antiship missiles Tuesday 
in a prelude to upcoming naval war games planned in an 
apparent response to U.S.-led warship drills in the Persian 
Gulf. 

The show of Iranian military readiness and its latest tool - 
a domestically made drone capable of reaching Israel and most 
of the Middle East - also came as President Mahmoud 
Ahmadinejad prepared to address the U.N. General Assembly 
on Wednesday amid a deepening impasse with the West over 
Tehran's disputed nuclear program. 

Ahmadinejad on Monday held open hope for renewed 
dialogue with the United States, but told reporters in New 
York that Iran was "fully ready" to defend itself from attacks. 
In Tehran, a senior Revolutionary Guard commander, Gen. 
Amir Ali Hajizadeh, also warned that U.S. bases in the gulf 

could face retaliatory strikes if Israel attacks Iran's nuclear 
sites. 

The West and its allies fear Iran's uranium enrichment 
program could lead to atomic weapons, but the United States 
and others favor a mix of sanctions and diplomacy to try to 
force Tehran to curb its nuclear program. Iran claims it only 
seeks nuclear power for energy and medical applications. 

On Tuesday, Hajizadeh described the new drone as a key 
strategic additional to Iran's military capabilities with the 
ability to carry out reconnaissance missions or be armed with 
"bombs and missiles." 

Hajizadeh, who heads the Guard's aerospace division, said 
the Shahed-129, or Witness-129, has a range of 1,250 miles. It 
is virtually impossible to independently determine the actual 
capabilities or combat worthiness of the weapons Iran is 
producing. 
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2. Gulf Detection Skills To Tell Mines From Sheep Tested 
(BLOOMBERG 26 SEP 12) ... Tony Capaccio 

Telling the difference between a deadly surface mine and 
a bloated sheep carcass bobbing belly-up in the Persian Gulf is 
among the skills being tested by an international coalition of 
sailors and divers.  

A 12-day mine-hunting exercise in Middle East waters 
that ends tomorrow, the biggest ever, is demonstrating how 
sonar, underwater drones, helicopter-towed acoustic devices, 
magnetized cables and divers would counter any move by Iran 
to interfere with oil exports from the region.  

“We train to hunt, we train to sweep, we train to 
neutralize,” Lieutenant Commander Scott Nietzel, 
commanding officer of the USS Warrior, said in an interview 
on board the vessel, one of three U.S. minesweepers in the 
exercise. “You have a geographic area you need to go through, 
and most of what’s there is not interesting, most of it is 
garbage,” before determining whether it’s a mine.  

Iranian officials have periodically threatened to disrupt 
the Strait of Hormuz in response to U.S.-led economic 
sanctions on its nuclear program and Israel’s threat to launch a 
strike against it. About 20 percent of the world’s traded oil is 
shipped daily through the Strait, which is 21 miles (34 
kilometers) wide at its narrowest point.  

Iran, with an inventory of as many as 5,000 mines, could 
deploy acoustic and magnetic mines hundreds of feet 
underwater as well as floating mines that explode on contact, 
according to American officials aboard the USS Ponce, which 
is commanding the exercise.  

Constant Watch  
More than 30 nations have joined in mine-clearing drills 

that have stretched from the Persian Gulf to the Gulf of Oman 
to the Gulf of Aden and Djibouti. Participating ships aren’t 
entering the Strait.  

Still, the exercise is under constant watch by Iran’s 
Islamic Revolutionary Guards Corps, its commander said 
yesterday, according to the state-run Fars News Agency. The 
elite naval force controlled by Iran’s religious leaders also said 
it conducted its own military exercise this week, firing four 

missiles simultaneously that hit a target at sea the size of a 
ship and sinking it, according to Fars.  

Captain Jon Rodgers, commander of the Ponce, said the 
allied exercise is prudent practice in “what-if” scenarios.  

“There’s no secret that there’s always the threat of mining 
the Strait of Hormuz,” Rodgers said. “How does the world 
deal with it? The best way to deal with it is to bring all the 
talent of mine counter-measures together and let’s practice.”  

This included bringing French and Japanese equipment on 
board to test and compare it, he said. “You want to practice 
and be proactive so we can clear those mines in a shorter 
period,” he said.  

France, Netherlands  
The Ponce has been hosting teams of divers from France 

and the Netherlands, and the Warrior had a Canadian team 
aboard.  

The Ponce is outfitted with two Kingfish unmanned 
underwater vehicles. The prototypes made by Exelis Inc. 
(XLS) based in McLean, Virginia, can descend to a depth of 
984 feet (300 meters) for as long as eight hours gathering data 
later analyzed on the Ponce.  

The Warrior is one of the last all-wooden ships in the U.S. 
Navy, mostly Douglas Fir overlayed with fiberglass to 
minimize the vessel’s electronic and acoustic signature.  

“You see a lot of things floating by in the ocean, 
including dead sheep,” Nietzel said. “If you see a bloated, 
dead sheep carcass with its legs sticking up in the air from a 
ways -- in the right light -- it might look an awful lot like a 
floating mine,” he said.  

“We’ve probably seen four or five sheep” since arriving 
on deployment in June, he said. Nietzel spoke as the Warrior 
was located about 80 miles from the Iranian coast and 280 
miles north of the Strait of Hormuz.  

‘White Blur’  
Detecting a mine that can home in on a ship’s propeller 

noise or its metallic signature starts by assessing a “white 
blur” on the Warrior’s AN/SQQ-32 sonar made by Raytheon 
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Co. (RTN) based in Waltham, Massachusetts, Mineman 
Senior Chief Felipe Gallegos said in an interview.  

A determination is made whether the blur is a “mine-like” 
object that needs further examination by a diver or by the 
AN/SLQ-48 “mine neutralization” robot made by Alliant 
Techsystems Inc. (ATK) based in Arlington, Virginia.  

“If it’s 30 feet long, you know pretty much it’s a bus, but 
if it’s five feet by four feet, that’s pretty much a mine,” he 
said.  

While the orange-colored robot can dive as deep as 2,000 
feet, it usually operates from 200 feet to 500 feet. The robot 
has a video camera with a live link to the ship and a “bomblet” 
that can be laid on a mine and detonated once the robot leaves 
the area, said Mineman Second Class Andrew Taylor.  

Talking to Bomblet  
“We send out a code that talks to the bomblet out there 

and it blows up the bomblet and the mine,” Taylor said.  
The robot also can be equipped with a remotely operated 

cutting device to snip a cable and float a mine to the surface.  
The Warrior can sweep for mines over a large area by 

unraveling thick magnetic cables designed to simulate a large 
vessel and induce explosions safely, said Mineman Senior 
Chief Lawrence Stolinski.  

“It’s about like mowing the grass in your yard -- you go 
back and forth,” he said.  

The Warrior and the seven other Avenger-class vessels in 
the region can be modified to carry the latest U.S. counter-

mine system -- the SeaFox, a one-shot underwater disposal 
drone guided by fiber optics that blows itself up to destroy a 
mine on command.  

Lockheed SeaFox  
The SeaFox also can be carried by MH-53E mine-

sweeping helicopters, 5th Fleet spokesman Lieutenant Greg 
Raelson said in an e-mail. The SeaFox was developed for 
Lockheed Martin Corp. (LMT) based in Bethesda, Maryland, 
by a unit of Bremen, Germany-based Atlas Elektronik GmbH.  

The MH-53E’s current mine-hunter gear includes acoustic 
and magnetic “sweeps,” devices lowered while the copter 
hovers and towed below the surface to detonate mines fooled 
by their signatures.  

An acoustic sweep “simulates a ship’s prop,” said Naval 
Aircrewman (Helicopter) 2nd Class Leonard Johnson Jr. of 
Helicopter Mine Countermeasures Squadron 15, who lowered 
the device into the water from his MH-53E in a demonstration 
for reporters visiting the Ponce.  

“So as we pull that through the water, if there is any mine 
that goes off an acoustics signal, the device that we are 
pulling” will detonate it, Johnson said.  

“I really didn’t realize the importance” of the mission 
“until we came out here” and was made aware that “this 
percentage of the world’s oil comes through the Strait of 
Hormuz, so it’s a pretty big deal,” Johnson said.  

Return to Index 
 

3. Fewer Submarines To Call Groton Home  
Navy turning its focus to the western Pacific 
(THE DAY (CT) 26 SEP12) ... Jennifer McDermott 

Groton - The Navy plans to keep fewer submarines in 
Groton as the military shifts its focus toward Asia and sends 
its newest, most capable ships and aircraft to the western 
Pacific, the Navy's top admiral said Tuesday. 

By 2020, the Naval Submarine Base is expected to have 
two squadrons with six attack submarines per squadron, 
instead of the 16 submarines it has today. 

The naval station in Norfolk, Va., will have fewer 
submarines in the future, too, while the base in Kings Bay, 
Ga., will not be affected by the rebalancing since ballistic-
missile submarines need to remain there as a strategic 
deterrent, Adm. Jonathan W. Greenert said. 

Greenert was in town for a classified conference on 
undersea warfare technology. 

"We're pretty well set up to execute this strategy, and now 
we have to evolve and make that rebalance that is called for," 
Greenert, the chief of naval operations, said in an interview at 
the base. 

There will not be any great departure of submarines and 
crews. Rather, submarines that retire in the East will not 
always be replaced with new boats, while submarines in the 
West will be, Greenert said. The number of submarines in the 
fleet will decline overall as the aging Los Angeles-class attack 
subs retire more quickly than the Virginia-class submarines 
are built. 

Even with the changes, Greenert said, the Navy needs 
three submarine bases along the East Coast. The Norfolk naval 
station does not have the capacity to support the submarines 

from Groton, and it would be too expensive to relocate the 
submarine school from the base, he added. 

The three locations are "a good balance," Greenert said, 
and he does not intend to "move submarines en masse" out of 
the Groton area. 

The strategic documents clearly state the Navy has to 
dominate the undersea domain, to "own it," Greenert said. 

"To do that, the centerpiece of it is the submarine, make 
no mistake," he said, adding that various other platforms and 
payloads will also play important roles as parts of the network. 

The Navy's forces overall are evenly distributed between 
the Atlantic and the Pacific, while the distribution of 
submarines is already closer to 60 percent in the Pacific. 

In the future, 60 percent of the forces, including aircraft 
carriers, cruisers, destroyers, littoral combat ships and 
submarines, will be based on the West Coast and in the 
Pacific. That equates to 10 more ships operating in the western 
Pacific in 2020, with more ships based in Japan and Guam 
instead of rotating between the region and the United States. 

The Navy wants to establish or re-establish relationships 
with numerous allies throughout Asia, Greenert said. 

While some have said the strategy, announced in January, 
is a way to contain China's growing military power, Greenert 
dismissed that idea as an oversimplification. China, the major 
player in the region, put its first aircraft carrier into service on 
Tuesday. 

"There are many things that could tend to be an outcome. 
You could say, 'Well, you did all this, this came out of that,' 
and that would be a conclusion someone draws," he said, 
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adding later, "That's not the intent directly. It is, like I said, to 
establish those relationships and re-nurture them." 

Greenert said the strategy is not just about having the 
right number of ships in the region. It is also about having the 
right mix of capabilities, both in vessels and aircraft, as well as 
having the proper training for those who will deploy there and 
more complex exercises to engage allies. 

Officials in Singapore recently agreed to host up to four 
of the Navy's littoral combat ships. The Navy plans to send the 
new P-8A Poseidon aircraft to Okinawa and unmanned 
aircraft to Guam when they come online, as well as send new 
Virginia-class submarines and destroyers to the region. 

The Navy's presence in the Caribbean, Central and South 
America and Africa will slightly shrink. But the Navy could 

use other capabilities in some areas, including unmanned 
systems, and work with allies who have professional, capable 
submarine forces, Greenert said. 

The plans for rebalancing are feasible unless sequestration 
occurs, he added. 

The $1.2 trillion in automatic spending cuts known as 
sequestration will take effect Jan. 1 if Congress does not act to 
prevent it. The Navy's shipbuilding and conversion funding 
would be cut by $2.14 billion in 2013 under sequestration, 
according to the Office of Management and Budget. 

That would render the strategy "unexecutable," Greenert 
said. 

 

Return to Index 
 
 

UUNNIITTEEDD  NNAATTIIOONNSS::  
4. Obama Tells U.N. New Democracies Need Free Speech 
(NEW YORK TIMES 26 SEP 12) ... Helene Cooper 

UNITED NATIONS — President Obama on Tuesday 
used his last major address on a global stage before the 
November election to deliver a strong defense of America’s 
belief in freedom of speech, challenging fledgling Arab and 
North African democracies to ensure that right even in the 
face of violence. 

The speech was in many ways a balancing act for Mr. 
Obama, who has had to contend with angry anti-American 
demonstrations throughout the Middle East during the past 
several weeks, and a Republican opponent, Mitt Romney, who 
says the president has projected weakness in his foreign 
policy. Mr. Romney has criticized the administration for 
issuing what he called “an apology for American values” in its 
initial response to the demonstrations. 

Mr. Obama’s message seemed intended to appeal to a 
domestic audience as much as to the world leaders at the 
General Assembly. 

In a 30-minute address, he affirmed what he said “are not 
simply American values or Western values — they are 
universal values.” He vowed to protect the enduring ability of 
Americans to say what they think. He promised that the 
United States “will do what we must to prevent Iran from 
obtaining a nuclear weapon.” And he asserted that the flare-up 
of violence over a video that ridicules the Prophet Muhammad 
would not set off a retreat from his support of the Arab 
democracy movement. 

Mr. Romney was also in New York on Tuesday, talking 
about foreign aid at a forum sponsored by the Clinton Global 
Initiative, where Mr. Obama also spoke after his United 
Nations address. But Mr. Romney was left to make his own 
case on a much smaller stage, where the host was former 
President Bill Clinton, an Obama surrogate. 

Mr. Romney called for a rethinking of how American 
foreign aid is disbursed, suggesting that it could be tied 
directly to how governments and organizations work to open 
up their markets and encourage employment. “The aim of a 
much larger share of our aid must be the promotion of work 
and the fostering of free enterprise,” he said. 

That idea is bound to set off debate, since many labor 
rights organizations — and in fact, many American labor 

unions — argue that free trade pacts like the ones advocated 
by Mr. Romney serve only to ship jobs overseas. 

Mr. Romney managed a smile when Mr. Clinton, who has 
been slamming him in swing states on behalf of Mr. Obama, 
introduced him, and he even joked about the help Mr. Clinton 
has been giving his rival on the campaign trail. “If there’s one 
thing we’ve learned this election season, it’s that a few words 
from Bill Clinton can do a man a lot of good,” Mr. Romney 
said. 

Mr. Obama appeared to relish the larger canvas of the 
United Nations and his subject, freedom of speech and why in 
the United States, even making “a crude and disgusting video” 
is a right of all citizens. 

“As president of our country, and commander in chief of 
our military, I accept that people are going to call me awful 
things every day,” Mr. Obama said. “And I will defend their 
right to do so.” For that, he received cheers in the cavernous 
hall. 

The president worked to explain — before a sometimes 
skeptical audience that has never completely bought into the 
American idea that even hateful speech is protected — why 
the United States values its First Amendment so highly. 

“We do so because in a diverse society, efforts to restrict 
speech can become a tool to silence critics, or oppress 
minorities,” Mr. Obama said. “We do so because given the 
power of faith in our lives, and the passion that religious 
differences can inflame, the strongest weapon against hateful 
speech is not repression, it is more speech — the voices of 
tolerance that rally against bigotry and blasphemy, and lift up 
the values of understanding and mutual respect.” He said 
Americans “have fought and died around the globe to protect 
the right of all people to express their view.” 

Just two weeks after the beginning of violent anti-
American protests that led to the deadly attacks on American 
diplomatic compounds in Benghazi, Libya, Mr. Obama vowed 
that even as the United States worked to bring the killers to 
justice, he would not back down from his support of 
democratic freedoms in the Muslim world. 

“It is time to marginalize those who, even when not 
resorting to violence, use hatred of America, or the West, or 
Israel as the central principle of politics,” Mr. Obama said. 
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“For that only gives cover, and sometimes makes excuses, for 
those who do resort to violence.” 

On Iran, Mr. Obama warned that time to diplomatically 
resolve the Iranian nuclear issue “is not unlimited.” But he 
refused to go further than what he has said in the past, that “a 
nuclear-armed Iran is not a challenge that can be contained,” 
despite pleas from Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu of 
Israel to establish a new “red line” that Iran cannot cross 
without provoking military intervention. 

“America wants to resolve this issue through diplomacy, 
and we believe there is still time and space to do so,” Mr. 
Obama said. “We respect the right of nations to access 
peaceful nuclear power, but one of the purposes of the United 
Nations is to see that we harness that power for peace.” 

He devoted most of his remarks to the Arab democracy 
movement and its fallout. Benjamin J. Rhodes, one of Mr. 
Obama’s deputy national security advisers, worked on the 
speech, but as a starting point he had the president’s own 
thoughts after he learned of the attacks in Benghazi that 
claimed the lives of the four Americans, including 
Ambassador J. Christopher Stevens. 

Mr. Obama had accompanied Secretary of State Hillary 
Rodham Clinton to the State Department to console grieving 
employees there, and spoke off the cuff, a senior 
administration official said, about the devotion of diplomats 
like Mr. Stevens and the American ideals that they put 
themselves in the line of fire to uphold. 

He returned to that subject at the United Nations on 
Tuesday. “There are no words that excuse the killing of 
innocents,” Mr. Obama told the General Assembly. “There is 
no video that justifies an attack on an embassy. There is no 

slander that provides an excuse for people to burn a restaurant 
in Lebanon, or destroy a school in Tunis, or cause death and 
destruction in Pakistan.” 

It was the president’s first truly expansive response to the 
unrest that erupted over the video made in the United States, 
and it came just as his campaign was battling attacks from 
Republicans over his foreign policy. Mr. Romney, at the 
Clinton conference, did not repeat those accusations. Nor did 
the president, in either his remarks at the General Assembly or 
at his appearance at the Clinton forum, make his own partisan 
attack. 

But the presidential election seemed to be a subtext, and 
while Mr. Romney was the first up at bat in the dueling 
speeches on Tuesday, Mr. Obama had the more presidential 
forum in the high-ceilinged General Assembly chamber. After 
the ritual of waiting for 10 seconds in a chair just below the 
stage while he was introduced, Mr. Obama walked to the 
lectern. 

“I would like to begin today by telling you about an 
American named Chris Stevens,” he said. He spoke of Mr. 
Stevens’s “love and respect” for the people of North Africa 
and the Middle East, of his penchant for “walking the streets 
of the cities where he worked, tasting the local food, meeting 
as many people as he could, speaking Arabic and listening 
with a broad smile.” 

At the close of his remarks, he returned to the slain 
American envoy. “Today,” he said, “I promise you this: Long 
after these killers are brought to justice, Chris Stevens’s 
legacy will live on in the lives he touched.” 
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5. The E-Ring: Inside the Pentagon's Power Corridors 
Panetta To Meet GCC In NYC 
THE E-RING 25 SEP 12) ... Kevin Baron 

For the second year in a row, Defense Secretary Leon 
Panetta will meet with representatives of the Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC) in New York City alongside the United 
Nations General Assembly opening session. 

Panetta will attend the Friday meeting, a U.S. defense 
official confirmed to the E-Ring late Monday, amid simmering 
questions over Syria's borders, which are pulsating from civil 
war; Egypt's expansion of counterterrorism operations on the 
Sinai; Iraq's quickening spiral into disarray; and whether -- or 
when -- the U.S. should use military strikes to halt Iran's 
nuclear progress. 

The GCC is a partnership between the monarchial states 
of Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, the United Arab Emirates, Oman, 
Qatar, and Bahrain, all linked by their massive oil reserves. 

The group has emerged recently as a bloc opponent to 
Iran's meddling in Syria's civil war. The Sunni-majority GCC 
states criticize the Shiite-dominated Iranian regime for 
opposing the Sunni rebels in Syria. 

Any U.S., Israeli, or NATO strike on Iran certainly would 
cause enormous regional turmoil, and recent reports cited one 
Iranian official threatening to target U.S. military bases in the 
region in retaliation. But Panetta and top Pentagon officials 
like Gen. Martin Dempsey, chairman of the Joint Chiefs, and 

Jim Miller, under secretary of defense for policy, have 
consistently maintained there is more time for sanctions and 
diplomacy to work on Tehran's leaders. 

In his eighth visit to New York's grand week for 
diplomacy, Iran's President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad on 
Monday deflected reporters' questions about the political 
dispute between Israel, which he referred to as "the Zionists," 
and the Obama administration over red lines. Ahmadinejad 
appeared to dismiss the issue as quickly as Panetta did two 
weeks ago. 

Last year's GCC meeting with Panetta drew attention 
because of security questions surrounding the pro-democracy 
Arab uprisings stretching from Tunisia to Bahrain. 

This year's meeting follows renewed protests, but this 
time by anti-Western demonstrators and extremists that have 
caused the Pentagon do deploy additional Marines and ships to 
the Middle East for backup embassy security duty. 

Panetta said recently of the demonstrations that he felt 
that extremist elements were taking advantage of the security 
vacuum that was left behind by toppled dictatorships, but were 
as ineffective in swaying popular opinion as the KKK is in the 
U.S. 
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MMIIDDDDLLEE  EEAASSTT::  
6. Iran Unveils New Long-Range Drone 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 25 SEP 12) ... Ali Akbar Dareini and Nasser Karimi 

TEHRAN, Iran -- Iranian military leaders gave details of 
a new long-range drone and test fired four anti-ship missiles 
Tuesday in a prelude to upcoming naval war games planned in 
an apparent response to U.S.-led warship drills in the Persian 
Gulf. 

The show of Iranian military readiness and its latest tool 
— a domestically made drone capable of reaching Israel and 
most of the Middle East — also came as President Mahmoud 
Ahmadinejad prepared to address the U.N. General Assembly 
on Wednesday amid a deepening impasse with the West over 
Tehran's disputed nuclear program. 

Ahmadinejad on Monday held open hope for renewed 
dialogue with the United States, but told reporters in New 
York that Iran was "fully ready" to defend itself from attacks. 
In Tehran, a senior Revolutionary Guard commander, Gen. 
Amir Ali Hajizadeh, also warned that U.S. bases in the Gulf 
could face retaliatory strikes if Israel attacks Iran's nuclear 
sites. 

The West and its allies fear Iran's uranium enrichment 
program could lead to atomic weapons, but the U.S. and others 
favour a mix of sanctions and diplomacy to try to force Tehran 
to curb its nuclear program. Iran claims it only seeks nuclear 
power for energy and medical applications. 

On Tuesday, Hajizadeh described the new drone as a key 
strategic additional to Iran's military capabilities with the 
ability to carry out reconnaissance missions or be armed with 
"bombs and missiles." 

Hajizadeh, who heads the Guard's aerospace division, said 
the Shahed-129, or Witness-129, has a range of 2,000 
kilometres (1,250 miles). That covers much of the Middle East 
including Israel and nearly doubles the range of previous 
drones produced by Iranian technicians, who have often relied 

on reverse engineering military hardware with the country 
under Western embargoes. 

But it's unclear whether the new drone contains any 
elements of an unmanned CIA aircraft that went down in 
eastern Iran in December. Iran said it has recovered data from 
the RQ-170 Sentinel and claimed it was building its own 
replica. 

Iran frequently makes announcements about its strides in 
military technology, but it is virtually impossible to 
independently determine the actual capabilities or combat 
worthiness of the weapons Iran is producing. 

Near the strategic Strait of Hormuz at the mouth of the 
Gulf, Iran test fired four missiles it claimed could sink a "big 
target" such as a warship in 50 seconds, Gen. Ali Fadavi of the 
powerful Revolutionary Guard was quoted as saying by the 
semi-official Fars news agency. 

The Fars report late Monday was the first indication of an 
Iranian military exercise taking place at the same time as the 
U.S.-led naval manoeuvrs in the Persian Gulf, including mine-
sweeping drills, which got under way last week. 

The U.S. Navy claims the manoeuvrs are not directly 
aimed at Iran, but the West and its regional allies have made 
clear they would react against attempts by Tehran to carry out 
threats to try to close critical Gulf oil shipping lanes in 
retaliation for tighter sanctions over its disputed nuclear 
program. 

Fadavi did not elaborate on the ongoing Iranian exercise 
or the type of missiles fired, but said the Guard is planning a 
"massive naval manoeuvr in the near future" in the strait, 
which is the route for one-fifth of the world's crude oil. 

Iran regularly holds manoeuvrs to upgrade its military 
readiness as well as test its equipment. 
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7. The E-Ring: Inside the Pentagon's Power Corridors 
DOD: Iranian Missile Test Claim Bogus 
(THE E-RING 25 SEP 12) ... Kevin Baron 

What missile test? Pentagon officials tell the E-Ring they 
have no reason to believe that Iran conducted any missile tests 
in the Strait of Hormuz on Tuesday, rejecting a claim made by 
Iranian state television. 

"We have seen the reports and cannot confirm any of the 
reporting that came out today in the Iranian Press TV but 
recommend you talk to the Iranians," said Lt. Col. Jack Miller, 
Defense Department spokesman for Middle East policy. 

CNN and other outlets reported earlier in the day that 
Press TV, Iran's state-run news agency, reported firing four 
missiles into the Persian Gulf and successfully hit a ship-sized 
target. According to CNN's account of the original broadcast, 
the source of the information was Iranian Navy Cmdr. Rear 
Adm. Ali Fadavi. 

If that were true, it would be a highly provocative act. The 
U.S. is in the middle of leading a major multinational 
countermine exercise in the Gulf with ships from dozens of 
nations crowding the seas. 

Reporters earlier on Tuesday asked Pentagon press 
secretary George Little for his reaction to the initial news of 
the tests, and Little said, "Any provocative action undertaken 
by the Iranians is obviously of concern. ...I don't think that this 
particular event is ringing major alarm bells at this stage, but 
we take it seriously nonetheless. I would simply appeal to all 
parties in the region to not engage in provocative actions or 
actions that could be construed as provocative." 

But within hours, the Pentagon said it had checked with 
all possible sources in the field and nobody in the U.S. 
military could confirm any test ever happened. 

It's the second time this week, at least, that Iranian TV has 
broadcast bluster at the Pentagon. With a public spat between 
Israel and the U.S. over when and if to strike Iran's nuclear 
program, Iran's Gen. Amir Ali Hajizadeh said it would 
retaliate by hitting U.S. military bases in the region. 
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"Incendiary rhetoric is never helpful from the Iranians," 
Little said. "We view it as rhetoric at this stage. Obviously we 

stand ready to protect American personnel in the Gulf region." 
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8. Iran Reveals More About What It Calls Foreign Sabotage 
(NEW YORK TIMES 26 SEP 12) ... Rick Gladstone 

Iran said Tuesday that it had amassed new evidence of 
attempts by saboteurs to attack Iranian nuclear, defense, 
industrial and telecommunications installations, including the 
use of computer virus-infected American, French and German 
equipment. 

An Intelligence Ministry announcement, carried by the 
semiofficial Fars News Agency, did not further specify the 
intended targets or the type of sabotage equipment it said had 
been found. But the announcement represented a new level of 
detail from Iran about the scope of sabotage attacks, and it 
appeared to reflect growing Iranian concern about security 
threats carried out clandestinely. 

Some equipment in question was even put on display, 
Fars said, calling it the first such exhibition “to show 
American, French and German equipment used for sabotage 
acts against Iran’s vital and important facilities.” 

Fars said the exhibition was meant to showcase the 
Intelligence Ministry’s achievements in “discovering and 
defusing the plots hatched by the enemies.” It did not provide 
photographs or explain where the exhibition was held. 

The announcement came against a backdrop of growing 
international tensions over Iran’s disputed nuclear program, 
with American-led naval war games conducted in the Persian 
Gulf and a successive array of announcements by Iran of new 
achievements in rockets and other weaponry meant to show 
that Iran is prepared for an armed conflict. 

In words intended partly to reassure Israel, which 
considers Iran’s nuclear program a major threat, President 
Obama told the United Nations General Assembly on Tuesday 
that he would not tolerate a nuclear-armed Iran and that time 
was running out to resolve the matter peacefully. 

Iranian leaders, who have repeatedly asserted that their 
nuclear program is peaceful, have also been warning that 
Israel would face military obliteration if it pre-emptively 
attacked Iranian nuclear sites. President Mahmoud 
Ahmadinejad of Iran, who is also visiting the General 
Assembly this week, said Monday, “We are fully prepared to 
defend ourselves.” 

The accounts of sabotage came three days after the top 
Iranian lawmaker for national security and foreign policy, 
Aladdin Boroujerdi, said Iranian security experts had 

discovered explosives planted inside equipment bought from 
Siemens, the German technology company. Mr. Boroujerdi 
was quoted in Iran’s state-run news media as saying the 
explosives, which were defused, had been intended to detonate 
after installation and derail Iran’s enrichment of uranium. 

Siemens said its nuclear division had done no business 
with Iran since the 1979 Islamic Revolution, suggesting that 
the Iranians, who are prohibited from buying nuclear 
equipment under United Nations sanctions, bought the booby-
trapped equipment from third parties. 

Last week, the top Iranian atomic energy official, 
Fereydoon Abbasi, said the power supply for Iran’s two main 
uranium enrichment sites had been sabotaged with explosives. 
He also complained that the International Atomic Energy 
Agency, the nuclear monitor of the United Nations, had been 
infiltrated by “terrorists and saboteurs,” suggesting that the 
agency had fed information to Iran’s adversaries. 

Iran has rejected repeated agency requests for unfettered 
access to all sites where inspectors suspect that 
experimentation with using uranium for weapons has taken 
place. 

Mr. Abbasi, a nuclear scientist, narrowly escaped 
assassination in Tehran two years ago. Five other Iranian 
nuclear scientists and researchers have been killed in the past 
few years, and the Intelligence Ministry has blamed operatives 
from Israel, the United States and Britain. 

Iran has also been the target of cyberattacks, most notably 
a computer worm known as Stuxnet, which disrupted the 
centrifuges that enrich uranium in 2010. In May, Iran said its 
computer experts had stopped an Israeli virus known as 
Flame. 

Iranian news media have lately seized on evidence of 
nuclear sabotage regardless of its source. On Sunday, Iran’s 
state-run Press TV Web site, quoting The Sunday Times of 
London quoting unidentified Western intelligence sources, 
said that the Revolutionary Guards had discovered a self-
destructing electronic eavesdropping device disguised as a 
rock outside Fordow, its subterranean enrichment plant near 
Qum. 
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9. As Libya Presses Some Militias to Disband, Fighters Attack a Hotel in Tripoli 
(NEW YORK TIMES 25 SEP 12) ... David D. Kirkpatrick 

BENGHAZI, Libya — Libyan militia fighters assaulted a 
hotel in Tripoli housing members of the newly elected General 
National Congress on Tuesday, dramatizing the challenge the 
government faces in enforcing its ultimatum that all 
unauthorized brigades must submit to its authority or disband 
by the start of the day.  

The attack came as an American team arrived in Tripoli to 
investigate the death of Ambassador J. Christopher Stevens in 
an assault this month on the American Mission in Benghazi. 
Libyans who had spoken with the team said the investigators 

had reached Tripoli, but it was unclear when they might 
proceed to Benghazi, where security for American 
government officials is precarious. Representatives of the 
State and Justice Departments would not comment on the 
investigators’ whereabouts.  

Although behind locked gates, the mission in Benghazi 
was all but unguarded on Tuesday. For two days after the 
attack, it had been completely open to looters and the curious, 
raising questions about the state of any evidence the 
investigators might find.  
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The ambassador’s death has brought on a new sense of 
crisis about the autonomous militias that have controlled 
Libya’s streets since the collapse of Col. Muammar el-
Qaddafi’s police state. Shocked by the death and exasperated 
at the lawlessness, tens of thousands of civilians marched 
through the streets of Benghazi last Friday to demand more 
control of the militias, eventually storming at least four 
barracks and forcing the fighters to scatter.  

Some militia leaders in Benghazi said Tuesday that the 
new government led by President Mohamed al-Magariaf was 
trying to appoint its own officers over, or at least along with, 
the commanders of the three biggest brigades in the country’s 
eastern region. Since Colonel Qaddafi’s ouster, the brigades 
have acted as the government’s main military and police force 
in the region, and two of them battled the fighters who 
attacked the United States Mission.  

The government considers all three brigades as 
“authorized” and, in fact, essential. But they remain 
independent, and last Friday one of the three came under 
attack by anti-militia demonstrators.  

If successful, the appointment of army officers to lead the 
militias could be the first tangible step toward government 
control of the brigades. Until now the transitional government 
has in effect handed army or internal security uniforms to 
brigade fighters and left their commanders in place.  

But brigade leaders gave conflicting reports of the new 
officers’ authority. The commander of the Rafallah al-Sehati 
Brigade, Mohamed al-Gharabi, said in an interview on 
Tuesday that he had stepped aside to make room for the 
appointment by the army chief of Col. Salah bin Omran to 
lead his militia. Asked what his position was, Mr. Gharabi 
said, “Nothing.”  

A spokesman for a coalition of brigades that includes 
Rafallah al-Sehati and others reported to be under a newly 
appointed commander said that their former leaders remained 
in place but that a new administrative officer had been added. 
“The commander of the brigade is still the same,” said the 

spokesman, Ramiz Daghman, disputing Mr. Gharabi’s 
account.  

A senior officer in Rafallah al-Sehati, Ismail al-Sallabi, 
also indicated that he expected his militia to resume its role 
without any such changes. “We feel hurt, we feel 
underappreciated,” he said, describing his brigade’s role in 
guarding ballot boxes and otherwise keeping the peace during 
the election in July.  

Security officials at the Tripoli hotel attacked by 
militiamen said that two people had been injured in an 
exchange of gunfire but that the hotel guards had repelled the 
attack.  

Two security officials at the hotel, the Rixos, said the 
attack grew out of a protest by three different groups of 
Libyan fighters, each with its own complaints. One group, 
based in the Souk al-Juma district, was angry over what it 
called a lack of government support when it fought suspected 
Qaddafi loyalists in the western town of Birak.  

Another group, based in Misurata, was angry over the 
death in Paris of a rebel fighter from that coastal city, Omran 
Shaaban, who was famous for a leading role in the capture and 
killing of Colonel Qaddafi. They believe Mr. Shaaban had 
died of injuries sustained at the hands of Qaddafi loyalists in 
the town of Bani Walid, a last bastion of Qaddafi support that 
remains outside the new government’s control. Misurata and 
Bani Walid have a history of animosity dating to the Italian 
occupation decades ago.  

The third group may have been pushing back at the 
government’s drive to rein in the militia, or perhaps just 
defending the Islamist militias that have come under increased 
pressure recently after a hard-line brigade was seen at the 
forefront of the attack on the United States Mission in 
Benghazi. This group chanted, “There is no god but God, and 
Abu Shagour is the enemy of God,” against the new prime 
minister, Mustafa Abu Shagour, according to two hotel 
security officials.  
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10. Training Afghan Allies, With Guard Firmly Up 
(NEW YORK TIMES 25 SEP 12) ... Matthew Rosenberg 

BAD PAKH, Afghanistan — When American military 
advisers fly into Afghan Army outposts like the one nestled on 
the floor of this forested valley, they keep their body armor on 
and their weapons loaded.  

Their guard was up even though they were there for a day 
of training Afghan soldiers without once leaving the confines 
of a fortified base — even when chatting with the Afghan 
officers over a lunch of goat meat and yogurt.  

Afghan soldiers and police officers have gunned down 51 
American and allied troops so far this year, and now no one is 
taking chances. The advisers’ extreme caution lays bare the 
steep challenge ahead after the official end of the American 
troop “surge” on Friday and as the mission shifts toward the 
next chapter of the war: preparing the Afghans to fight on their 
own.  

“They come here and they look like they are going to 
fight us,” said Sgt. Abdul Karim Haq, 25, an Afghan soldier at 
the outpost. “They are always talking down to us like we are 
little children.”  

American military leaders say they have little choice as 
insider killings have become a prevalent cause of death. 
Attacks by Afghan forces against Western soldiers and 
Marines this month led to new precautions over where and 
when joint operations and training sessions happen. At the 
same time, a video and cartoons mocking the Prophet 
Muhammad are stoking outrage and violence against 
Americans across the Muslim world.  

In the field, where small teams of American advisers are 
now working with Afghan units, even minor 
misunderstandings are treated as potentially violent 
confrontations.  

When a pair of Afghan soldiers decided to take a nap in a 
guard tower in which the Americans had taken up a position at 
this outpost, the coalition advisory team commander, Capt. 
John Chung, 28, sent his interpreter to hustle out the Afghans 
with an admonishment to “be gentle. No trouble, you know 
what I mean.”  
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Aside from a fear of being gunned down, the advisers said 
they were more vigilant because they also doubted the ability 
of Afghan soldiers to secure the base from an insurgent attack.  

“Exhibit A,” one adviser noted about the Afghans’ nap in 
the guard tower.  

“I think we need to be ready for everything. Maybe it’s 
coming from inside, or maybe it gets in here from the 
outside,” said the adviser, a young soldier who did not want to 
be identified for fear of damaging his career. “I mean, sleeping 
in a tower? There are a lot of reasons to be careful out here.”  

By here, he meant behind high walls that American 
soldiers had built near Bad Pakh, in eastern Afghanistan, just a 
few years ago and guarded until handing the outpost over to 
the Afghan Army in March. Once home to Americans, it is 
now treated by them as another dangerous place in a hostile 
country.  

And for good reason, judging by comments from Afghan 
soldiers here and elsewhere in the country.  

Abdul Hanan, 20, a soldier also based in the east, was 
blunt. “We would have killed many of them already,” he said, 
“but our commanders are cowards and don’t let us.”  

He said the Americans treat the Afghans roughly, cursing 
at and bullying them. “We like the Americans’ heavy 
weapons, but we don’t like their soldiers,” he said.  

He and other soldiers nonetheless acknowledged what the 
Pentagon’s own public reporting makes clear: the Afghans are 
not ready to fight without American help, and the United 
States is eager to see that they still get it.  

American forces may be dwindling, but “there’s still 
going to be an insurgency here,” said Brig. Gen. David G. 
Fox, the top adviser north of Kabul. The advisers’ brief is to 
“make sure the Afghans can take it on themselves.”  

Despite a decade-long, $33 billion allied effort to build 
the military and the police, Afghanistan’s security forces 
“continue to confront challenges, including attrition, 
leadership deficits and limited capabilities in staff planning, 
management, logistics and procurement,” according to an 
April review of Afghan security by the Pentagon.  

The army was improving, the report said, pointing to the 
fact that 13 of the Afghan Army’s 156 battalions were now 
rated by the coalition as “independent with advisers,” up from 
one in 2011. The ranking is the highest given by the coalition.  

Yet the report readily acknowledged that its own figures 
were suspect. This year the coalition stopped using officers 
independent of its training command to validate ratings, and 
the change “has resulted in the recent increase in ‘independent 
with advisers’ units,” it said.  

Persistent corruption and organized crime networks 
within the security forces also risk undermining rising public 
esteem for the army and the police, and could “pose a threat to 
the transition process,” it said.  

The police, in particular, have a reputation for brutality 
and corruption. In Bagh-e-Pol, a village near the southern city 
of Kandahar, the police chief, Abdul Wali, boasted that he and 
his men often beat people suspected of being members of the 

Taliban so badly that “sometimes he loses an arm, sometimes 
he loses a leg.”  

Mr. Wali’s American advisers smiled uncomfortably as 
he explained in an interview that he did not need a trial to 
know who deserved a beating.  

Senior American and European officials say privately that 
problems within the Afghan forces have reinforced internal 
doubts about Afghanistan’s long-term stability.  

As one Western official put it, American and European 
talk of the transition in Afghanistan being “conditions based” 
is really about the conditions in America and Europe, where 
majorities no longer support the war.  

The immediate result is that coalition resources are 
diminishing fast, though senior American officers said scarcity 
could have its advantages. With less to give to the Afghans, 
who for years looked to coalition forces for everything from 
clean drinking water to air cover, they will have to learn to 
fend for themselves.  

But that does not include Western assets like surveillance 
drones, attack helicopters and medical evacuation helicopters, 
which will remain in Afghanistan for some time, officials say.  

Advisers flew into Bad Pakh last month to teach the 
Afghans how to load wounded soldiers into an American 
medevac helicopter. Time permitting, they also planned 
mortar practice.  

But when the Americans flew out 10 hours later, the 
training day had gone much like three previous ones held here 
in the past two months: the helicopter never showed. It was 
either down for maintenance or called away for a more 
pressing mission. The advisers never got a clear answer why.  

Mortar practice also had to be scratched when it turned 
out the Afghans were missing the sight for their sole mortar 
tube.  

With plenty of time to talk, the Afghans told stories about 
life without the Americans. Their first big test came in June 
when a patrol ran out of ammunition after being ambushed by 
the Taliban, who killed one soldier and captured another, said 
Sgt. Maj. Ghulam Jilani, 45, the senior Afghan enlisted soldier 
at the base.  

The Americans had pulled out three months earlier, and 
the Afghans quickly determined that a rescue mission was too 
risky without the air cover and surveillance once readily 
provided by their now-departed allies.  

So, Sergeant Major Jilani said, they got their man back 
the “Afghan way.” They rounded up fighting-age men from a 
nearby village and took them back to the base. The villagers 
basically became hostages.  

“We made sure everyone knew: ‘Give us the soldier back 
and we’ll free the men,’ ” Sergeant Major Jilani said.  

By dusk, the district governor had brokered a trade.  
Without American backup, “we could only do what these 

village people would understand,” Sergeant Major Jilani said. 
“Why should there be any objections to this method? We did 
not shoot the men.”  
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11. Update 2-Explosions Strike Top Syrian Army Building 
(REUTERS 26 SEP 12) ... Samia Nakhoul 

Two loud explosions targeted one of Syria's top military 
command buildings in the capital Damascus on Wednesday, 
engulfing the building in flames, residents and state-television 
said. 

They said the explosions struck the General Staff 
Command Building (Hay'at al Arkan) in the Umayad Square 
in central Damascus, which is one of the top military 
headquarters in the country. 

There was no immediate word on casualties but 
ambulances could be heard racing to the sealed-off area. 

The Syrian information minister said the attack had 
caused "only material damage" and that security forces were 
chasing "armed terrorists" - a term the authorities use to refer 
to insurgents waging a violent uprising to oust Syrian 
President Bashar al-Assad. 

Gunfire and other smaller blasts could be heard after the 
explosions, as well as the sound of ambulance sirens. Many 
roads in the centre of the capital were blocked, residents said. 

The explosions were heard around 7.00 am (0345 GMT), 
before regular working hours start in Syria. 

"The explosions were very loud. They shook the whole 
city and the windows of our house were shuddering," one 
resident reached by telephone said. 

"Black smoke was seen rising from the area near the army 
staff building," the resident, who declined to be named, said. 

A Damascus bomb attack on July 18 killed several top 
security officials, including Assad's brother-in-law, the 
defence and interior ministers. That attack paved the way for a 
rebel advance into the centre of the capital, although they have 
since been pushed back to the outskirts. 

Major Strike? 
Another resident said: "I was woken up at four minutes to 

seven by the first loud explosion. Five or six minutes later 
there was a second." 

"We're used to the sound of artillery but these were very 
big - bigger than usual. I can hear gunfire still," he said, 
speaking an hour and a half after the blasts. 

He said one of the blasts appeared to have been in the area 
of the General Staff Command. 

He said he could see soldiers stationed on the roof of the 
nearby Air Force Intelligence building. 

Syria's conflict, once a peaceful protest movement, has 
evolved into a civil war that the U.N. special envoy to Syria, 
Lakhdar Brahimi, said was "extremely bad and getting worse." 
He said the stalemate in the country could soon "find an 
opening", without elaborating. 

Even Damascus has become a battleground between 
Assad's forces and opposition fighters. 

Activists say more than 27,000 people have been killed in 
the 18-month-old uprising against Assad. 

With no foreseeable prospect of foreign intervention and 
diplomacy stuck, outgunned rebels have relied increasingly on 
attacks with homemade bombs, striving to level the playing 
field against a state using fighter jets, artillery and tanks. 

At the annual U.N. General Assembly in New York, 
French President Francois Hollande sought to shake up 
international inertia over Syria's crisis by calling for U.N. 
protection of rebel-held areas to help end Syria's bloodshed 
and rights. 

"The Syrian regime ... has no future among us," Hollande 
said in a speech. "Without any delay, I call upon the United 
Nations to provide immediately to the Syrian people all the 
support it asks of us and to protect liberated zones." 

Protection Zones 
Protection for "liberated" areas would require no-fly 

zones enforced by foreign aircraft, which could stop deadly air 
raids by Assad's forces on populated areas. But there is little 
chance of securing a Security Council mandate for such action 
given the continuing opposition of veto-wielding members 
Russia and China. 

The United States, European allies, Turkey and Gulf Arab 
states have sided with the Syrian opposition while Iran, Russia 
and China have backed Assad, whose family and minority 
Alawite sect have dominated the major Arab state for 42 
years. 

But Western powers have shied away from supplying 
military aid to the rebels to an extent that could turn the tide of 
the conflict, in part out of fear of arming Islamist militants 
who have joined the anti-Assad revolt. 

In another speech to the General Assembly, Qatari Emir 
Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa al-Thani said Arab nations should 
intervene in Syria given the Security Council's failure to stop 
the civil war. 

Qatar, which backs the rebels, called on big powers to 
prepare a "Plan B" within weeks and set up a no-fly zone to 
provide a safe haven inside Syria in case international 
mediator Lakhdar Brahimi fails to make headway. 

The Qatari emir said he believed Arab and European 
countries would be ready to take part, despite their public 
wariness of committing the forces needed for such a mission. 

Addressing the General Assembly, U.S. President Barack 
Obama accused Iran of helping keep a dictatorship in power in 
Syria. 

"Just as it restricts the rights of its own people, the Iranian 
government props up a dictator in Damascus and supports 
terrorist groups abroad," Obama said in a reference to Assad. 

"We again declare that the regime of Bashar al-Assad 
must come to an end so that the suffering of the Syrian people 
can stop, and a new dawn can begin." 

The British-based charity Save the Children released a 
harrowing report about abuse of Syrian refugee children. 

Khalid, 15, said he was hung by his arms from the ceiling 
of his own school building and beaten senseless. Wael said he 
saw a 6-year-old starved and beaten to death, "tortured more 
than anyone else in the room." 

U.N. investigators say Syrian government forces have 
committed human rights violations "on an alarming scale", but 
have also listed multiple killings and kidnappings by armed 
rebels trying to oust Assad after 12 years in power. 

The children that Save the Children spoke to in refugee 
camps in neighbouring countries said they had witnessed 
massacres and seen family members killed during the conflict. 

Humanitarian conditions are worsening as the violence 
drags on. The president of the Syrian Arab Red Crescent, 
which has been the only relief group on the ground the entire 
18 months of conflict, said it was in dire need of supplies. 

"We need to concentrate mostly on health and shelter 
because there are 1.5 million displaced people," Abdul 
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Rahman Attar told Reuters during a visit to Oslo. "We need 
more of everything." 
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AASSIIAA  ––  PPAACCIIFFIICC::  
12. Near Disputed Islands, Japan Confronts Boats From Taiwan 
(NEW YORK TIMES 25 SEP 12) ... Hiroki Tabuchi 

TOKYO — The Japanese Coast Guard used water 
cannons on Tuesday to disperse fishing boats from Taiwan in 
waters claimed by Japan in the East China Sea, widening a 
territorial dispute that has already pitted Japan against China 
and threatened vital trade relations in the region.  

Japan’s top government spokesman, Osamu Fujimura, 
said Tokyo had lodged a protest with Taiwan’s government 
over the fishing boats’ intrusion into waters around a chain of 
small, rocky islands controlled by Japan, but also claimed by 
China and Taiwan. Japanese ships have also confronted 
fishing boats from mainland China in the area in recent days.  

The islands, called the Senkaku Islands in Japan and the 
Diaoyu Islands in China, are uninhabited, but the waters 
around them are coveted fishing grounds and may have large 
gas reserves. The status of the islands touches on historical 
grievances in East Asia dating from World War II and before.  

Taiwan’s government generally maintains friendly 
relations with Japan, and has not been very vocal about its 
claim to the islands. Even so, activists in Taiwan have raised 
their voices about the issue as mainland Chinese activists have 
done.  

Scenes of a Japanese Coast Guard vessel blasting water at 
a Taiwanese fishing boat were televised by NHK, the Japanese 
public broadcaster. Another Taiwanese boat was seen trying to 
spray water back. The Coast Guard said that more than 40 
Taiwanese fishing boats and 8 Taiwanese patrol craft briefly 
approached the disputed islands, but had since departed.  

The dispute erupted earlier this year when the governor of 
Tokyo, a well-known nationalist, announced that he wanted to 
buy three of the islands from their owner, a Japanese citizen. 
He said he believed that Japan’s central government was not 
doing enough to defend them.  

The uproar that followed prompted the Japanese central 
government to step in and buy the islands itself. Officials said 

that was done to keep them from falling into more provocative 
hands, but the move was seen in China as an effort to solidify 
Japanese control. Angry demonstrations broke out, and some 
Chinese protesters attacked Japanese businesses.  

The foreign ministers of Japan and China met in Beijing 
on Tuesday to talk about ways to settle the dispute, but the 
Chinese Foreign Ministry said no substantive progress was 
made.  

The meeting came as the Japanese military was winding 
down joint military exercises with the United States that the 
Japanese government said were aimed at improving its ability 
to defend far-flung islands, Reuters reported.  

On Tuesday, Pentagon officials said the joint exercises 
should not be interpreted as a signal to China that the United 
States was abetting Japan in its dispute over the islands; the 
two militaries frequently practice together. “It’s natural for us 
to help the Japanese and to exercise with them,” George Little, 
the Pentagon press secretary, said during a news conference 
on Tuesday. “I wouldn’t construe this particular event as in 
any way tied to the island dispute.”  

Pentagon officials said the exercises had been planned 
before the flare of public concern over the sovereignty issue.  

China has been sensitive to any moves to support Japan, 
however, and last week some officials complained that an 
agreement to deploy a second advanced missile-defense radar 
on Japanese territory helped embolden the country in the 
territorial dispute.  

Also on Tuesday, China put its first aircraft carrier into 
service, a move intended to signal its growing military 
capabilities as tensions run high over various island disputes 
with other nations.  
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13. Japan, China Move To Dampen Down Island Dispute 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 26 SEP 12) 

TAIPEI, Taiwan (AP) — Japan and China are taking 
small steps to dampen down a bitter dispute over a group of 
small islands in the East China Sea following an intense but 
seemingly controlled confrontation between Japan and Taiwan 
over the islands' sovereignty. 

Foreign ministers from Tokyo and Beijing met late 
Tuesday on the sidelines of the U.N. General Assembly in 
New York to discuss the issue, two weeks after the Japanese 
government's purchase of some of the islands from private 
owners sparked bitter anti-Japanese protests in China and 
raised tensions between the two Asian giants to their highest 
level in years. 

Vice foreign ministers from the two countries met the 
same day in Beijing. 

Despite the promise of the meetings, it is still too early to 
conclude that the crisis has passed. China is almost certain to 
send its own vessels to challenge Japanese control of the 
islands, raising the possibility of armed conflict arising from 
mistake or miscalculation. 

Tuesday's Japan-China meetings came just hours after 
Japanese and Taiwanese coast guard cutters exchanged water 
cannon blasts just off the islands, known as the Senkakus in 
Japan and the Diaoyu or Diaoyuitai in China and Taiwan. 
Taiwan also claims the islands, which sit astride rich fishing 
waters and potentially large reserves of natural gas. 

Neither Tokyo nor Beijing has released a full account of 
the New York meeting, though the mere fact it occurred raises 
hopes of a peaceful solution to the crisis between an ascendant 
China, flush with tens of billions of dollars of foreign 
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exchange reserves and a rapidly expanding military, and a 
Japan that seems eager to prove that despite long years of 
economic drift it still remains a power to be reckoned with. 

China's official Xinhua News Agency reported that 
Chinese Foreign Minister Yang Jiechi told Japanese 
counterpart Koichiro Gemba that the Japanese government's 
island purchase constituted "a serious challenge to the post-
war international order." 

"China will not tolerate the Japanese side taking any 
unilateral action on the Diaoyu Islands," the Xinhua report 
said. "China will continue to take firm measures to safeguard 
its territorial integrity and sovereignty." 

Earlier, senior Japanese Foreign Ministry official Naoko 
Saiki repeated Japan's claims to the islands, and said that 
while compromise with Beijing would likely be difficult, the 
two sides should keep talking. 

"We don't want to have any wars or battles or use of 
force," she told reporters. "We have to stabilize the situation 
through dialogue in a peaceful manner, in accordance with 
international law." 

The Chinese government and state media portrayed Japan 
as the supplicant in Tuesday's meeting in Beijing between 
Chinese Vice Foreign Minister Zhang Zhijun and Japanese 
Vice Foreign Minister Chikao Kawai. A Foreign Ministry 
statement said Zhang told Kawai that the islands have been 

"China's sacred territory since ancient times" and repeated 
familiar uncompromising language related to the dispute. 

Taiwan, which split from China amid civil war in 1949 
but has been drawing ever closer to Beijing in the 4 ½ years 
since Ma Ying-jeou became president, has become a wild card 
in the Japan-China dispute, staking out what it claims is an 
independent stance to assert its sovereignty over the islands. 

But reflecting its claim that Taiwan is part of its territory, 
China has gone out of its way to suggest that Taipei's interest 
in the islands is identical with its own. Following Tuesday's 
confrontation between the Taiwanese and Japanese coast 
guards, China's state-controlled media offered clear validation 
of the Taiwanese actions, presenting detailed coverage of the 
presence of some 50 Taiwanese fishing boats and 12 coast 
guard vessels in the disputed island area. 

During the confrontation, the two coast guards used water 
cannon for the first time, an apparent escalation in their 
previously low-key tactics. But the almost ritualistic nature of 
the exchange — the sides separated after only a few minutes, 
and the Taiwanese flotilla returned to Taiwan — suggested 
that Tokyo and Taipei were operating within carefully 
prescribed parameters and they had no interest in letting things 
get out of hand. 
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14. Annual New Zealand Defense Report Boosts Focus On South Pacific 
(DEFENSE NEWS 25 SEP 12) ... Nick Lee-Frampton 

WELLINGTON, Australia — The 2012 Annual Report of 
the New Zealand Defence Force (NZDF) reveals enhanced 
attention on the South Pacific.   

“Our Pacific neighbourhood is the primary focus,” Lt. 
Gen. Rhys Jones, the chief of Defence Force, writes in the 
report.   

At the heart of the strategy, or as the report describes it, a 
“key enabler,” is the establishment of a Joint Amphibious 
Task Force (JATF), based on the Navy’s amphibious flagship 
HMNZS Canterbury, capable of transporting 250 troops.   

Supported by Anzac-class frigates, P-3K2 Orion 
surveillance aircraft and NH90 helicopters, the JATF is 
scheduled to be “in place” by 2015.   

While the JATF will primarily be structured for the 
deployment of combat forces, says the NZDF, its most likely 
contingencies will be humanitarian assistance and disaster 
relief, and “conducting missions in our region to support 
nation building.”   

U.S. Defense Secretary Leon Panetta, in New Zealand 
hours after the report was published Sept. 19, said in a TVNZ 
interview while discussing the development of the NZDF’s 
amphibious capability that “We certainly can help provide 
assistance with that.” Panetta mentioned the amphibious 
expertise of the U.S. Marine Corps, although the report shows 
the NZDF is already developing an operational JATF, 
including joint amphibious training.   

A deployable joint headquarters, “able to command 
operations offshore and coordinate the efforts of other 
governmental, international, and non-governmental 
organizations in a crisis,” has been established.   

During 2011-2012, the Army also stood up a high-
readiness platoon, capable of responding at short notice to 
regional contingencies, such as providing humanitarian and 
disaster relief, in the southwest Pacific.   

The report shows that the NZDF has supported the 
smaller Pacific nations in the past year, with “some 76 
activities … undertaken with South Pacific nations.” These 
activities included the Offshore Patrol Vessel (OPV) HMNZS 
Otago patrolling the Cook Islands’ exclusive economic zone, 
three Iroquois helicopters deploying to Papua New Guinea, 
and a 100-strong NZDF contingent delivering a range of 
health care services to the people of Samoa during Exercise 
Tropic Twilight 2012.   

Other regional deployments included Timor-Leste (East 
Timor) and the Solomon Islands, while NZDF personnel have 
been active in the Middle East, including Syria and in South 
Korea.   

The NZDF also has been busy domestically, undertaking 
its biggest joint exercise since the late 1990s, involving all 
three services, while Territorial Forces continue to support 
Christchurch in its earthquake recovery program.   

Statistically, the report shows that total regular force 
strength is at its lowest point this century with a headcount of 
8,526, a decline of more than 10 percent in the past year. Since 
2010, attrition has more than doubled and now exceeds 20 
percent.   

However, civilian staff numbers have increased from 
2,261 in 2007 to almost 2,600 today.   

The Army remains the largest service with 4,288 regular 
personnel, followed by the Air Force with 2,336 and the Navy 
with 1,902 sailors. 

Return to Index 
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15. S. Korean President Holds Top-Level Security Meet 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 26 SEP 12) 

SEOUL -- South Korean President Lee Myung-Bak 
convened a top-level security meeting Wednesday to discuss 
growing tensions on the maritime border with North Korea 
ahead of the South's presidential election. 

"Issues related to North Korea and other outstanding 
diplomatic and security matters will be discussed at the 
meeting," presidential Blue House spokeswoman Lee Mi-Yon 
told AFP. 

Participants included the unification and defence 
ministers, the first vice foreign minister, the head of the 
National Intelligence Service and the senior presidential 
security advisor, she said. 

On Monday, Lee warned of "growing threats" to the 
country's maritime security, posed by North Korea and 
regional territorial disputes over isolated island chains. 

"We can never let our guard down even for a moment," he 
said during a visit to a coastguard base in the southern port 
city of Busan. 

Weeks of repeated incursions by North Korean fishing 
vessels over the disputed Yellow Sea border culminated in the 
South Korean navy firing warning shots last week to push the 
boats back. 

Pyongyang denounced the "shooting rampage" and 
threatened to respond with a "powerful strike of the (North's) 
front units which know of no limit." 

South Koreans go to the polls to choose a new president 
in December, and there are fears that Pyongyang may be 
looking to instigate a clash that would overshadow the election 
process. 

"Too many ships are violating the border too many times 
to call them a mistake," Unification Minister Yu Woo-Ik said 
this week. 

"I just hope that such unusual... (border) violation is not 
planned," Yu said. 

Return to Index 
 

16. DOD: US, Japan Wargames Not Driven By Chinese Threat 
(DEFCON HILL 25 SEP 12) ... Carlo Munoz 

An ongoing U.S and Japanese wargame designed to 
bolster Tokyo's island defenses against an unnamed aggressor 
is not driven by any specific threat from China or other 
regional powers, a Department of Defense official said on 
Tuesday. 

The wargame, being held in Guam and other U.S. 
territories in the Pacific, is based on a scenario where Japanese 
Self-Defense Forces would launch an amphibious assault with 
American support against a small island chain occupied by an 
invading force, according to recent reports. 

The joint exercise is scheduled to run until Tuesday, 
according to reports by the Wall Street Journal. 

The timing of the drill comes as tensions between Tokyo 
and Beijing are threatening to boil over in the region. 

Speaking at a joint press conference with Defense 
Secretary Leon Panetta last Tuesday, Chinese defense minister 
Gen. Liang Guanglie blamed Tokyo for inflaming tensions 
with China over its claims to the disputed Diaoyutai Islands. 

Panetta was in Beijing as part of a diplomatic tour 
designed to cement U.S. military cooperation with various 
regional powers in the Pacific. 

Japan claims the islands are the sovereign territory of 
Japan, and blames growing Chinese military aggression in the 
South China Sea as cause for the growing rift. 

That said, Guanglie warned Beijing could take military 
action against Japan if the country continues to assert its claim 

to the island chain, which lies off the coastlines of Japan, 
China and Taiwan in the contentious South China Sea. 

Despite such rhetoric, Washington and Tokyo continue to 
downplay any ties between the exercise and the escalating 
dispute between China and Japan over the islands. 

The Guam wargames are a routine military drill between 
two military allies according to the DOD, with Japanese 
defense officials emphasizing the exercise is not designed to 
mimic any real-world threat facing the Asian nation. 

On Tuesday, DOD Press Secretary George Little 
reiterated that stance, telling reporters at the Pentagon that 
Defense Secretary Leon Panetta has been "very clear the 
United States does not take a position" on regional claims to 
the Diaoyutai chain. 

But in August, DOD agreed to begin conducting 
surveillance flights via unmanned American drones over the 
island chain. The deal was part of a overall regional security 
agreement reached between Panetta and Japanese Defense 
Minister Satoshi Morimoto that month. 

The surveillance missions will likely be flown by Air 
Force Global Hawk drones deployed in the region. Three 
Global Hawks are already on station at Andersen Air Force 
Base in Guam. 

The decision to move the Air Force drones over the 
Diaoyutai Islands comes as the Defense Department continues 
to pursue its overarching strategic shift into the Pacific. 
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17. Indonesia Seeks Rules Of Road For South China Sea 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 25 SEP 12) ... Matthew Pennington 

UNITED NATIONS -- Indonesia is circulating among 
Southeast Asian nations a draft code of conduct for the South 
China Sea, hoping for progress before a regional summit in 
November, its foreign minister said Tuesday. 

Foreign Minister Marty Natalegawa has been trying to 
patch up differences among Association of Southeast Asian 
Nations members on how to manage the maritime territorial 
disputes that pit China against several of its neighbors in a 
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region where sea lanes are crucial to world trade, rich fishing 
grounds and potentially major reserves of natural gas and oil. 

He said that the situation in the region — also rattled by a 
separate island dispute between China and Japan — is very 
troubling, but countries including China appreciate they have 
much to lose from conflict. 

"There's a recognition that the countries of the region 
have prospered and have developed precisely because there's 
been very benign, stable conditions," Natalegawa told The 
Associated Press on the sidelines of the U.N. General 
Assembly's annual gathering of world leaders. "This is 
something we don't want to be tinkering with. It could become 
like a Pandora's box." 

China claims most of the South China Sea. In July it 
upped the ante in its sharp disagreements with the Philippines 
and Vietnam over who owns what by establishing a military 
garrison, which Beijing claims will administer a vast area of 
sea and tiny islands scattered across it. 

Beijing wants to settle conflicting claims with individual 
nations rather than through a multilateral mechanism that will 
give the smaller members greater clout in negotiations. 

Natelagawa, who met with his Chinese counterpart 
Tuesday, said there had been some adjustment in China's 
position. 

He said China recognizes "as much as anyone else" the 
need for diplomatic progress, including implementing a 
declaration of conduct — the non-binding agreement that 
Beijing signed up to with the Association of Southeast Asian 

Nations, or ASEAN, in 2002. The code of conduct on 
peacefully resolving the South China Sea sovereignty disputes 
is intended as the mechanism for putting that declaration into 
practice. 

"What we are looking for is a basic rules-of-the-road type 
of arrangement for the South China Sea," said Natelagawa, "so 
that countries behave in a manner that is expected of them in 
maintaining stability." 

In his speech to the General Assembly on Tuesday, 
Indonesian President Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono said the 
disputes had been festering for the better part of a century and 
ASEAN was engaged in "earnest negotiations" for a legally 
binding code of conduct. 

Natelagawa said "we will begin to test the waters" on the 
draft code in consultations with Southeast Asian governments 
this week in New York, hoping for progress before a summit 
of East Asian leaders to be held in Cambodia in November. 

He said that was needed so the disputes don't run "out of 
control." 

Indonesia, by far the largest of ASEAN's 10 member 
states, is not itself a claimant in the South China Sea, although 
as a sprawling island nation it has a major stake in the region's 
stability. 

In recent years, Jakarta has assumed a more prominent 
leadership role within the grouping, and remains on good 
terms with both the U.S. and China, which are increasingly at 
odds over how to handle the South China Sea disputes. 
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AAVVIIAATTIIOONN::  
18. Holistic Programming 
Director of naval aviation integrates platform, weapon, manning requirements 
(SEAPOWER OCT 12) ... Richard R. Burgess 

As director of Air Warfare (OPNAV N98), on the staff of 
the chief of naval operations (CNO), Rear Adm. William F. 
“Bill” Moran is responsible for the development, 
programming and budgeting of all U.S. naval aviation 
warfighting requirements.   

His portfolio includes not only the aircraft, aircraft 
carriers, weapons and infrastructure, but now also personnel 
requirements and training, a concept designed to create an 
integrated approach to generating and programming aviation 
requirements.   

Moran is a P-3 Orion maritime patrol pilot with three 
operational squadron tours, including one as commanding 
officer, which involved operations around the world. His other 
operational tours include flag lieutenant and battle group 
tactical watch officer for a carrier group commander. He has 
served extensively as an instructor pilot, including two tours 
with Patrol Squadron 30, the P-3 fleet readiness squadron. He 
commanded Patrol and Reconnaissance Wing Two in Hawaii, 
and served in numerous shore assignments, including as 
executive assistant to the CNO and as commander, Patrol and 
Reconnaissance Group. 

Moran discussed the status of naval aviation with 
Managing Editor Richard R. Burgess. Excerpts follow:   

What are the main challenges for naval aviation today? 
MORAN: The challenges for us are no different [than for] 

any other service, frankly. We’ve got an enormous number of 

transitions going on in naval aviation. In this fiscal 
environment, our ability to continue to man, train, equip and 
provide the force we need to be able to fight in a future 
environment is the challenge. Having the resources to be able 
to put a forward program together is the greatest challenge I 
think any of us have. 

[In the recent] realignment of OPNAV [the Office of the 
Chief of Naval Operations], we realigned the resources for 
manpower and readiness along with the procurement accounts. 
It’s not lost on any of us that the manpower challenges we see 
in the future are really tough. Now that we, as a resource 
sponsor for aviation, have complete visibility on the 
manpower accounts, as well as the readiness accounts, the 
expectation from the CNO is that we are able to pull a holistic 
view of everything it takes to man, train, equip the aviation 
side of the Navy portfolio. For us, this year is a new year to 
pull all that together. That just adds to the challenges we see 
for naval aviation, to make sure that manpower piece is well 
understood and accounted for. 

What changes are in store for the carrier air wing of the 
future? 

MORAN: The capability of the air wing is going to 
change over time [See story, page 28]. It depends on what 
timeframe that means. To me, the future is everything from 
next year to 40 years from now. Certainly, we look forward to 
JSF [the F-35 Lightning II joint strike fighter] being 
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incorporated into the air wing. That’s a huge capability 
improvement for a lot of different reasons, some of which I 
can’t go into. Slowly but surely, we will add JSF capability to 
every air wing in the fleet. 

VFA-101 [Strike Fighter Squad - ron 101, the F-35C fleet 
readiness squadron] was stood up to start build ing that cadre 
of experts and instructors who are going to be able to train 
[pilots] in that aircraft when it starts to show up in numbers 
[sufficient] that we can start transitioning the first fleet 
squadron. We expect to start that training process 
independently with VFA-101 in the 2016 timeframe. So, three 
to four years from now, you’ll see routine training occurring in 
JSF transition squadrons. 

[Regarding] all the other transitions that are occurring, 
we’re in the middle of them. The P-8 [Poseidon maritime 
patrol aircraft] transition started just a month ago down in VP-
16 [Patrol Squadron-16], the first squadron. We’re halfway 
through, give or take, all of the helicopter transitions in 
Romeo [MH-60R] and Sierra [MH-60S]. We’ve got E-2D 
[Advanced Hawkeye radar early warning aircraft] in test and 
it’s going to be a phenomenal capability that we’re really 
looking forward to. You are aware of the Growler [EA-18G 
electronic attack aircraft] and its successful fleet introduction 
and employment operationally overseas. It was a key player in 
the operations against Libya. 

Effectively, we’ll be done with the fleet transition of 
everything but JSF by the end of this decade, which is pretty 
impressive when you think about the number of airplanes, the 
number of people it affects, the training that goes into it.  

The Navy is converting more legacy Hornet strike fighter 
squadrons than originally planned to the Super Hornet. Do 
you expect that trend to continue?  

MORAN: Yes. We’re programmed to transition about 31 
of our 35 legacy squadron airplanes to [F/A-18E/Fs] by 2016. 
That number went up as JSF was delayed in its introduction. 
We were supposed [to reach] IOC [initial operational 
capability with] that airplane sooner than the 2016-2018 
timeframe. We had to do additional procurement of [the] E/F 
to make sure we had capability in the air wings to do the 
operations we needed to do. So with the F/A-18E/F, we’re still 
buying them, and they’ll be in production through 2013 in our 
current budget.   

Is the Navy still planning on extending the service life of 
150 legacy Hornets for the Navy and Marine Corps?  

MORAN: We’re going to continue to extend the life of 
the legacy airplanes as long as we need to and that changes 
year to year depending on the news we get out of [the] JSF 
[program]. It depends on the ability of the Marine Corps to 
move to its F-35B because the Marine Corps flies all legacy 
Hornets and we have to make sure we have enough capacity in 
the fleet. Part of the strategy is to be able to extend the life of 
the legacy Hornets to meet that capacity challenge. So, it’s a 
combination of levers that we pull, that being one of them.  

Is the EA-18G Growler making an impact in carrier air 
wing operations now?  

MORAN: There’s no doubt about it. The Growler, with 
its commonality with the [Super Hornet], makes for more 
efficient capability on the carrier to support that airplane, with 
reduced maintenance man hours per flight hours. So it’s a 
readiness enhancer. You’ve got a better readiness statistic if 
you look at the availability of that airplane compared to the 

[EA-6B] Prowler. The Prowler has been around a long time. 
It’s done a great job.  

The Growler is really going to be a game-changer 
especially when you combine that capability with its AESA 
[active electronically scanned array] radar and its cockpit 
configuration. And, if you combine that with Next Generation 
Jammer which is coming out near the end of this decade, that, 
I believe will fundamentally be an operational game-changer 
for the air wing and for our capabilities in the air dominance 
mission.  

What is the status on the next-generation strike fighter, 
F/A-XX?  

MORAN: I would describe our Request for Information 
[RFI] as a way to start having a conversation with industry 
about what they think the future of naval aviation ought to 
look like. [Department of Defense]- wide, we’re moving into 
unmanned [aviation], which is a really exciting area for all of 
us, but we don’t really know what the art of the possible is.  

When I think about the future as far as 2030 or 2040, 
what does that propulsion system need to be in terms of 
endurance, persistence, speed, range, altitude? All of those 
things are unknown to us at this point. The response from 
industry has been very positive; a lot of great conversation 
about technology they see coming. We also have to think 
about the CONOPs [concepts of operations] and what it means 
to the air wing.  

The life of the largest component of the air wing, the 
[F/A-18E/F], those airplanes start to fall off in the late ’20s. 
And, so, if you back up the normal acquisition timeline for 
new capability, we’re in the middle of the early stages of 
trying to understand what that should be. We’re excited about 
continuing that conversation with industry and seeing what the 
art of the possible is, make sure our S&T [science and 
technology] efforts and our acquisition timelines are aligned.  

What will be the impact of the Unmanned Carrier- 
Launched Airborne Strike and Surveillance System (UCLASS) 
on the carrier air wing?  

MORAN: We’re very interested in what UCLASS can do. 
We see it as a complementary capability to the air wing in 
terms of ISR [intelligence, surveillance and reconnaissance] 
ability. To be able to provide COP [a common operational 
picture] for the CSG [carrier strike group] commander will be 
very important. To my knowledge, we still haven’t completely 
defined what the requirements would be for UCLASS, but we 
certainly see the potential in what unmanned or optionally 
manned choices might be in the future.  

With the MH-60R/S helicopters well into production, are 
you starting to look at a next-generation helicopter?  

MORAN: It’s never too early to think about the future. 
There is an OSD- [Office of the Secretary of Defense-] and 
Joint Staff-led effort to look at future vertical-lift capabilities. 
We’re involved in that effort because it looks at new 
technologies from propulsion to lift, to range, endurance, 
payload capacity. The Army is a little earlier to need than we 
are, but we think there is an advantage to being tied at the hip 
with the Army and understanding what industry can develop, 
much the way we are with looking at the COD [carrier-
onboard delivery] and at fighter capabilities in the future.  

What is the E-2D going to give the air wing as opposed to 
the E-2C?  
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MORAN: This is not [an N98] program, but we are very 
closely aligned with N2/N6 [deputy CNO for information 
dominance] on understanding what that capability is going to 
be. Everything we see coming out of the program office is a 
game-changer in terms of radar range — up to two times what 
we see in the current [E-2C] legacy platform — and its ability 
to manage multiple tracks and information networked around 
the air wing is substantially greater than what we see today 
with E-2C.  

What is the status of a replacement for the C-2 COD 
aircraft?  

MORAN: We’ve just started looking at the COD 
replacement. Those airframes start to fall off in the mid to late 
’20s, so we have done an analysis of alternatives looking at 
multiple different alternatives inside that study. Obviously, we 
want to go after something that’s mature and affordable. We’ll 
eventually get to the RFP [Request for Proposals] stage of the 
normal acquisition process, but we’re not there yet.  

Under the TACAIR Integration Plan, is the Marine Corps 
back on track to supply five strike fighter squadrons to the 
fleet?  

MORAN: That’s the goal. It varies month to month, year 
to year, depending on their requirements to support the 
COCOMS [combatant commanders]. In the last 10 years, with 
as much combat support we, as a nation, had to do, that 
number has gone up and down. We’re in agreement to obtain 
five at some point, but, right now, we’re roughly averaging 
about three squadrons across the fleet.  

How rapidly will the P-8 replace the P-3 in the fleet? 
What about the Littoral Surveillance Radar System (LSRS) in 
some P-3s?  

MORAN: We started with our first P-8 transition this year 
and, in subsequent years, it will be two squadron transitions 
per year until about 2018, given that acquisition profiles and 
procurements stay on track. There’s [an LSRS] replacement 
capability built into the P-8 program and that capability shows 
up at the end of this FYDP [Future Years Defense Plan], but 
the numbers are on par with what we currently have in the 

fleet. We may have to extend some [P-3s with LSRS] for a 
couple years until we have the full production capability of its 
replacement onboard the P-8.  

What new aerial weapons are in development?  
MORAN: There’s always something new. I can’t talk 

about some of it because we’re still very much in the early 
stages, but we are introducing new capability to counter 
swarming boats. We’re introducing APKWS [Advanced 
Precision Kill Weapon System] to the air wing; it should IOC 
in about 2015. It is already out there with the Marine Corps for 
land-based targets.  

Today, we’ve integrated 2.75-inch rockets into the Sierra 
MH-60S to be able to put a little volume [of fire] out there, but 
they’re unguided [and] not as precise as APKWS. We’ve also 
outfitted the Sierra with a fixed forward-firing [20mm] gun 
that is going to be very effective to go after the same threat 
profile.  

We’ve got AARGM [Advanced Anti-Radiation Guided 
Missile] coming on line, the next generation of HARM [High-
Speed Anti-Radiation Missile]. We added a better seeker and 
better guidance system to that to make it more effective. We 
hope to IOC AARGM in the 2014 timeframe. We’re looking 
the next round of air-to-air capability, the AMRAAM Delta 
[Advanced Medium- Range Air-to-Air Missile, AIM-120D] 
mid-this decade to get that out to the fleet. AIM-9X Block II, 
the next version of the Sidewinder, is doing very well in tests.  

We’ve got Laser JDAM [Joint Direct-Attack Munition], 
basically JDAM with a laser so we can hit moving targets at 
speed. That’s going to be a great capability coming to the 
fleet.  

Are any next-generation trainer aircraft in the works?  
MORAN: No. The T-6 has finished out its transition in 

Pensacola, [Fla.,] and has started the transition at Corpus 
Christi, [Texas,] to replace the venerable T-34s. The rest of 
[the training aircraft] are all in steady state, but we’re making 
significant upgrades on all those platforms, going from analog 
to digital cockpits and displays because all of our future 
capabilities are digital and we need to train to that.   
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19. Harriers Destroyed In Attack To Be Replaced 
(MARINE CORPS TIMES 25 SEP 12) ... Dan Lamothe 

The Marine Corps will replace eight Harriers that were 
destroyed or badly damaged in a bold attack by insurgents on 
a prominent aviation base in southern Afghanistan, Marine 
officials said. 

The AV-8B II jump jets were targeted on the flight line at 
Camp Bastion late Sept. 14 after 15 insurgents broke through 
the base’s perimeter using rocket-propelled grenades, 
automatic rifles and suicide vests, military officials said. Six 
of the planes were destroyed, and two more were badly 
damaged. Each is worth about $24 million. 

Lt. Col. Christopher Raible, 40, and Sgt. Bradley Atwell, 
27, were killed while launching a counterattack on the 
insurgents, officials said. Raible served as the commanding 
officer of the Harrier unit attacked, Marine Attack Squadron 
211, and Atwell was assigned to Marine Aviation Logistics 
Squadron 13. Both units are out of Marine Corps Air Station 
Yuma, Ariz. 

First Lt. Chad Hill, a spokesman with 3rd Marine Aircraft 
Wing (Forward) at Bastion, said the replacement aircraft will 

arrive in the coming days from the Harrier unit that is 
scheduled to replace VMA-211. He declined to say which 
squadron that is. 

About 30 Marines with VMA-211 returned home to 
Yuma on Saturday. The rest will arrive over the next two 
months. 

Maj. Gen. Gregg Sturdevant, the two-star officer 
overseeing Marine aviation in Helmand province, told Marine 
Corps Times last week that he was planning to recommend to 
more senior commanders that the aircraft be replaced. 

“I think it’s important for us to get the Harriers and 
reconstitute that capability as quickly as possible,” Sturdevant 
said then in a phone interview from Afghanistan. 

The Friday night attack was launched on a British base 
that is home to several U.S. Marine aviation units and 
coalition forces from several other countries. It abuts Camp 
Leatherneck, the main hub of Marine operations in 
Afghanistan, and forms a sprawling complex connected by bus 
routes and other services. 
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Sturdevant, commanding officer of 3rd MAW (Fwd.), 
told Marine Corps Times that the “more intense fighting was 
in the first hour or so” after the insurgents breached the wire. 
However, it took about five hours to ensure that the base was 
secure. 

Virtually all of the Marines working on the flight line at 
the time responded to the attack, as well as personnel with 3rd 
MAW (Fwd.) living on a nearby portion of Bastion, 
Sturdevant said. 

“Had they not done what they did, it could have been a lot 
of worse,” Sturdevant said. “Obviously on the wing, we focus 
on fixing aircraft and flying those aircraft in support of ground 
forces. But, when forced to, we can quickly transition to 
offense on the ground, and that’s exactly what happened 
Friday night.” 
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AAIIRRCCRRAAFFTT  CCAARRRRIIEERRSS::  
20. USS Truman Tests Combat Systems 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 25 SEP 12) 

The USS Harry S. Truman's combat systems are 
undergoing operational tests this week. 

The Nimitz-class aircraft carrier left Norfolk on Monday 
and conducted pre-aim calibration fire. 

Fire Controlman 3rd Class Ronda Jones says the Truman's 
close-in weapons system will be tested during two drills. 

In one drill, the system will track and fire at a drone 
towed by aircraft. The other drill involves a remote controlled 
high-speed moving surface target. 

Fire Controlman 2nd Class Michael Desantis says the 
Truman's missile systems will be tested by firing an unarmed 
missile at a drone controlled from shore. The goal is to see 
how close the missile can get to the drone without hitting it.  
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SSEEXXUUAALL  AASSSSAAUULLTT::  
21. DoD Cracks Down On Sexual Assaults By Trainers 
(NAVY TIMES 25 SEP 12) ... Andrew Tilghman  

Defense Secretary Leon Panetta has ordered a 
“comprehensive assessment” of all boot camps and entry-level 
training programs across the military to identify ways to 
reduce the frequency of sexual assault. 

The internal probe comes in the wake of a scandal at 
Lackland Air Force Base in San Antonio, where 43 women 
have come forward with allegations that training instructors 
sexually assaulted them at the Air Force’s largest training 
command. 

“This assessment will look across the services into several 
key areas including the selection, training, and oversight of 
basic training instructors and leaders who directly supervise 
initial military training for officers and enlisted personnel,” the 
Pentagon announced in a statement Tuesday. 

“The study will also look at the instructor-to-student ratio, 
the ratio of leaders in the chain of command to instructors, and 
consider the potential benefits of increasing the number of 
female instructors,” the statement said. 

This is the latest move by Panetta to crack down on 
sexual assaults in the military, which he estimates to number 

about 19,000 each year. Earlier this year, Panetta changed 
rules for handling sexual assault complaints by requiring an O-
6-level commander to review each case to determine whether 
it should be dismissed or investigated further. 

The latest internal review also instructs the services to 
review how and when sexual assault prevention training is 
provided to new recruits and their trainers. 

Panetta ordered each of the services to report back to him 
on the status of the review by Feb. 8, 2013. 

At a higher level, Panetta also ordered the services to 
expand the training provided to officers preparing to assume 
command of a unit and their senior enlisted leaders. That 
training should include “interactive instruction with vignettes, 
exercises, and classroom discussion,” the Pentagon’s report 
said. 

The secretary said the services should develop those new 
training efforts by the end of the year and begin implementing 
them by March 30, 2013. 
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PPIIRRAACCYY::  
22. Somali Pirate Attacks On Decline 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 25 SEP 12) ... Abdi Guled and Jason Straziuso 

HOBYO, Somalia — The empty whiskey bottles and 
overturned, sand-filled skiffs littering this once-bustling 
shoreline are signs the heyday of Somali piracy may be over. 
Most of the prostitutes are gone and the luxury cars 
repossessed. Pirates while away their hours playing cards or 
catching lobsters. 

"There's nothing to do here these days," said Hassan 
Abdi, a high school graduate who taught English in a private 
school before turning to piracy in 2009. "The hopes for a 
revitalized market are not high." 
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Armed guards aboard cargo ships and an international 
naval armada that carries out onshore raids have put a huge 
dent in piracy and might even be ending the scourge. 

While experts say it's too early to declare victory, the 
numbers are startling: In 2010, pirates seized 47 vessels. This 
year they've taken five. 

For a look at the reality behind those numbers, an 
Associated Press team from the capital, Mogadishu, traveled 
to the pirate havens of Galkayo and Hobyo, a coastal town 
considered too dangerous for Western reporters since the 
kidnappers have turned to land-based abductions over the last 
year. 

There they found pirates who once owned vast villas 
living in darkened, unfurnished rooms, hiding from their 
creditors. 

Prostitute Faduma Ali longs for the days when her pirate 
customers had money. As she smoked a hookah in a hot, 
airless room in Galkayo last week, she sneered as she 
answered a phone call from a former customer seeking some 
action on credit. 

"Those days are over. Can you pay me $1,000?" she 
asked. That's what she once got for a night's work. "If not, 
goodbye and leave me alone." 

"Money," she groaned as she hung up. 
The caller, Abdirizaq Saleh, once had bodyguards and 

maids and the attention of beautiful women. When ransoms 
came in, a party was thrown, with blaring music, bottles of 
wine, the stimulant khat and a woman for every man. 

Now Saleh is hiding from creditors in a dirty room filled 
with dust-covered TVs and high-end clothes he acquired when 
flush. 

"Ships are being held longer, ransoms are getting smaller 
and attacks are less likely to succeed," said Saleh, sitting on a 
threadbare mattress covered by a mosquito net. A plastic rain 
jacket he used at sea dangled from the door. 

Somali pirates hijacked 46 ships in 2009 and 47 in 2010, 
the European Union Naval Force says. In 2011, pirates 
launched a record number of attacks – 176 – but 
commandeered only 25 ships, an indication that new on-board 
defenses were working. 

The last of the five hijacked this year was the Liberian-
flagged MV Smyrni, taken with its crew of 26 on May 10. 
They are still being held. 

"We have witnessed a significant drop in attacks in recent 
months. The stats speak for themselves," said Lt. Cmdr. 
Jacqueline Sherriff, a spokeswoman for the European Union 
Naval Force. 

Sherriff attributes the plunge in hijackings mostly to 
international military efforts – European, American, Chinese, 
Indian, Russian – that have improved over time. In May, after 
receiving an expanded mandate, the EU Naval Force 
destroyed pirate weapons, equipment and fuel on land. 
Japanese aircraft fly over the shoreline to relay pirate activity 
to nearby warships. 

Merchant ships have also increased their communications 
with patrolling military forces after pirate sightings, Sherriff 
said. Ships have bolstered their own defenses with armed 
guards, barbed wire, water cannons and safe rooms. 

No vessel with armed guards has ever been hijacked, 
noted Cyrus Moody of the International Maritime Bureau. A 
June report from the U.N. Monitoring Group on Somalia and 

Eritrea said armed guards have forced pirates to "abort attacks 
earlier and at greater ranges from targeted vessels." 

Some of those who live around Hobyo along central 
Somalia's Indian Ocean coastline say they never wanted the 
region to become a pirate den. Fishermen say piracy began 
around 2005 as a way to keep international vessels from 
plundering fish stocks off Somalia. 

But in the absence of law and order in a country that has 
not had an effective central government for two decades, 
ransoms grew and criminal networks planned more 
sophisticated operations, launching attacks on freighters and 
yachts from mother ships hundreds of miles offshore. 

Now things seem to be changing. 
Once lively Hobyo was quiet last weekend, except for the 

sight of legitimate fishermen taking their boats out to sea. The 
price of a cup of tea – which cost 50 cents during the piracy 
boom – has fallen back to 5 cents. The lobster haul has 
replaced international freighters as the topic of conversation. 

"The decline of piracy is a much-needed boon for our 
region," said Hobyo Mayor Ali Duale Kahiye. "They were the 
machines causing inflation, indecency and insecurity in the 
town. Life and culture is good without them." 

Two pirates with AK-47 assault rifles slung over their 
shoulders wandered along the beach near a Taiwanese fishing 
vessel that washed up on shore after the brigands who seized it 
were paid a ransom and released the crew. 

During the piracy boom, pirates could count on creditors 
to front the money to buy skiffs, weapons, fuel and food for 
their operations. Now financiers are more reluctant. 

Walking along a street in Galkayo, Saleh pointed to a 
villa with a garden of pink flowers he once owned. Short on 
cash, he was forced to hand it over to a creditor. 

Another pirate, Mohamed Jama, relinquished his car to a 
financier. European naval forces disrupted five of his 
hijacking attempts, he said, and destroyed skiffs and fuel he 
owned. 

"He could not pay my $2,000, so I had to take his $7,000 
car," said the creditor, Fardowsa Mohamed Ali. "I am no 
longer in contact with pirates now because they are bankrupt 
and live like refugees." 

While many former pirates are unemployed, Mohamed 
Abdalla Aden has returned to his old job as a soccer coach for 
village boys. Aden said it now takes him a month to earn as 
much as he used to spend in a single day as a pirate. 

"The coasts became too dangerous," he said, holding an 
old, beat-up mobile phone. "Dozens of my friends are 
unaccounted for and some ended up in jail." 

An untold number of pirates have died at sea in violent 
confrontations, bad weather or ocean accidents. The U.N. says 
1,045 suspected or convicted pirates are being held in 21 
countries, including the U.S., Italy, France, the Netherlands, 
Yemen, India, Kenya, Seychelles and Somalia. 

"The risks involved in the hijacking attempts were very 
high. EU navies were our main enemy," Saleh said. 

Several pirate attacks made worldwide headlines, 
including a rescue in 2009 of an American hostage by Navy 
SEALs. Pirates still hold seven ships and 177 crew members, 
according to the EU Naval Force. At the height of Somali 
piracy, pirates held more than 30 ships and 600 hostages at a 
time. 
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The overwhelming majority of hostages have been sailors 
on merchant ships, though European families have also been 
seized while traveling in the dangerous coastal waters. Four 
Americans were killed in February 2011 when the pirates who 
boarded their ship apparently became trigger-happy because of 
nearby U.S. warships. 

For the pirates, the risks of being arrested, killed or lost at 
sea are overshadowed by the potential for huge payouts. 
Ransoms for large ships in recent years have averaged close to 
$5 million. The largest reported ransom was $11 million for 
the Greek oil tanker MV Irene SL last year. 

When the monsoons that have roiled the Indian Ocean the 
past two months subside in about two weeks, the number of 
successful hijackings – or lack thereof – will go a long way 
toward telling if the heyday of Somali piracy is truly over. 

Still Somalia's widespread poverty and the lure of 
potential riches make it too soon to say whether the scourge 
has been squelched. 

"We hope so. But at the same time we are definitely 
advising all vessels not to become complacent just because the 
numbers are down," said Moody of the International Maritime 
Bureau. "The reward for the Somali pirate once they get a 
vessel is enormous, so just giving that up is probably not 
going to be easy." 

Abdi Farah, an elder in Galkayo, said he believes the end 
of piracy is near. 

"Pirates brought vices like drugs and AIDS, nothing else," 
he said. "There were no benefits." 
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EENNEERRGGYY::  
23. Navy Turns Sea Water Into Jet Fuel 
(TG DAILY 25 SEP 12) ... Emma Woollacott 

Scientists at the U.S. Naval Research Laboratory are 
developing a process to extract carbon dioxide from seawater 
and use it to produce hydrogen gas, which can then be 
catalytically converted into jet fuel. 

They've successfully recovered CO2 and produced 
hydrogen using an electrochemical acidification cell, and 
converted it to hydrocarbons that can be used to produce the 
fuel. 

"The potential payoff is the ability to produce JP-5 fuel 
stock at sea, reducing the logistics tail on fuel delivery with no 
environmental burden and increasing the Navy's energy 
security and independence," says research chemist Dr Heather 
Willauer. 

"With such a process, the Navy could avoid the 
uncertainties inherent in procuring fuel from foreign sources 
and/or maintaining long supply lines." 

NRL has developed a two-step process in the laboratory 
to convert the CO2 and H2 gathered from the seawater to 

liquid hydrocarbons. In the first step, an iron-based catalyst 
has been developed that can achieve CO2 conversion levels up 
to 60 percent. It also decreases unwanted methane production 
from 97 percent to 25 percent, instead producing longer-chain 
unsaturated hydrocarbons (olefins). 

In the second step, these olefins can be oligomerized - a 
chemical process that converts molecules of low molecular 
weight to a compound of higher molecular weight - into a 
liquid containing hydrocarbon molecules in the carbon C9-
C16 range. This can then be converted to jet fuel through a 
nickel-supported catalyst reaction. 

The technique has been tested using seawater from the 
Gulf of Mexico to simulate conditions that will be encountered 
in an actual open ocean process. NRL is working to optimize 
the process and scale it up - but says that initial studies predict 
a cost of $3 to $6 for fuel produced this way. 

Return to Index 
 

CCYYBBEERR::  
24. Lieberman Calls For Cybersecurity Executive Order 
(GOVERNMENT EXECUTIVE 25 SEP 12) 

With Congress done working until after the November 
election, Senate Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs 
Chairman Joe Lieberman, I-Conn., is urging President Obama 
to issue an executive order aimed at securing U.S. computer 
networks from cyberattacks. 

It's not the first time he has said he would welcome White 
House action, but in a letter sent to the White House on 
Monday, Lieberman, who sponsored one of the main pieces of 
cybersecurity legislation, asked the president to use the "full 
extent of your authorities" to enact security standards for 
certain private networks and encourage information sharing 
between businesses and government. 

"Gridlock threatens to prevent the Senate from passing a 
cyber bill before the end of this Congress," Lieberman wrote. 
"Therefore, I urge you to use your executive authority to the 

maximum extent possible to defend the nation from cyber 
attack." 

A National Security Council spokeswoman would not 
confirm whether the White House has decided to move ahead 
with an executive order, but Homeland Security Secretary 
Janet Napolitano told Lieberman's committee last week that a 
cybersecurity executive order is "close to completion." 

Several members of the Senate have said they are 
continuing to work to find a compromise on cybersecurity 
legislation, and Lieberman said Congress will still eventually 
need to act. 

"Though it is hard to be optimistic about the prospects of 
passing legislation in the lame duck session, I continue to 
work with my colleagues to find a bipartisan and bicameral 
compromise," he wrote. 

Return to Index 
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CCOONNGGRREESSSS  //  BBUUDDGGEETT::  
25. DoD Comptroller: Stopgap Funding Bill Will Cause ‘Serious Problems’ 
(DEFENSE NEWS 25 SEP 12) ... Marcus Weisgerber 

A stopgap measure that will fund the federal government 
for the next six months will create “serious problems” at the 
Pentagon, particularly if the U.S. Congress does not pass 
dedicated defense legislation by the end of December.   

While the bill averts the risk of a government shutdown, 
the Defense Department did not get approval for certain 
legislative authorities — for instance, to perform aircraft 
carrier overhauls, according to Pentagon Comptroller Robert 
Hale.   

“We’re looking at work-arounds, but they’re 
challenging,” Hale said at a Sept. 25 event in Washington 
hosted by Government Executive magazine.   

These work-arounds would help DoD through December, 
but it would need an authorization bill after that.   

“If we go beyond December, we lose more authorities and 
a lot of the work-arounds will fail,” Hale said.   

The Pentagon cannot launch new weapon programs or 
increase production rates, “which will interfere with some 
programs.   

“We need the Congress to return to an orderly budget 
process, under which they pass authorization and 
appropriation legislation in a reasonably timely fashion,” he 
said.   

Congress passed the six-month spending measure, know 
as a continuing resolution, late last week. Hale said he expects 
President Barack Obama to sign the bill this week. The fiscal 
year ends Sept. 30.   

The bill keeps DoD’s funding at 2012 spending levels, but 
war spending is funded at the Pentagon’s 2013 requested level 
of $88.5 billion.   

Despite the six-month spending bill, the Pentagon is 
facing about $500 billion in mandatory cuts over the next 10 
years. The cuts, known as sequestration, were mandated by the 
Budget Control Act of 2011.   

If sequestration begins on Jan 2, DoD will not have to 
cancel contracts for money that was already obligated, 
according to Hale.   

“[T]here won’t be [on] Jan. 2 a lot of contract 
cancellations,” he said. “It’s not going to happen under the 
law.”   

Still, DoD might not be able to pick up contract options, 
and it might have to modify strategies for contracts it intended 
to award.   

Despite multiple attempts by attendees and journalists at 
the event, Hale declined to discuss specific programs and 
areas that might be cut if sequestration is implemented. He 
reiterated prior comments that the Pentagon is not planning for 
sequestration, yet.   

The U.S. Air Force might have to cancel its contract with 
Boeing to buy KC-46 refueling tanker planes if Congress fails 
to modify the sequestration law, said Maj. Gen. John 
Thompson, the service’s tanker program executive officer and 
KC-46 program director.  
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26. Defense Budget Chief: Sequester Would Have Serious Impact On Civilians 
(GOVERNMENT EXECUTIVE 25 SEP 12) ... Tom Shoop 

Civilian personnel in the Defense Department will be 
"seriously affected" if a budget sequester takes effect next 
year, the Pentagon's top budget official said Tuesday.  

There will be a "high probability" of both a hiring freeze 
and furloughs of current employees should Congress allow the 
sequestration process to go forward, said Robert Hale, 
undersecretary of Defense and chief financial officer. Hale 
spoke at a Government Executive event in Arlington, Va.  

A hiring freeze and furloughs "probably can't be avoided" 
in a sequester scenario, Hale said. He said the department 
“probably won’t look at reductions-in-force” to achieve 
savings as part of sequestration because they cost too much 
money. He also said he couldn’t give any specific numbers on 
possible furloughs.  

"There's a long process with furloughs," Hale said. "It will 
adversely affect our missions, mot to mention the people 
involved."  

Benefits could be affected as well, Hale said. For 
example, under a sequester, the Pentagon wouldn't have 
enough money to pay all of its bills under TRICARE, 
Defense's health care system. And Defense would have to cut 
back on family housing maintenance.  

"We need to stop this because it's not good policy and we 
need to avoid it," Hale said of the looming cutbacks.  

He said the Defense Department had yet to do detailed 
planning for a potential sequester. "We don't have a specific 
timetable" for such planning, he added, "but I'm mindful that 
we're going to have to figure one out fairly soon." The 
department is consulting with the Office of Management and 
Budget on the planning process.   

“I know this frustrates people, but we don’t have a 
detailed plan,” he said.  

Hale said that in the absence of a sequester, Defense 
would, on the whole, be able to operate normally under a six-
month continuing resolution that Congress approved on 
Saturday. But he said even that would present significant 
management and budgetary challenges. For example, the CR 
does not give the department the authority to start new 
weapons programs, or to increase production rates. "It's 
inefficient and unfortunate," Hale said of stop-and-start 
budgeting. "We need Congress to return to an orderly budget 
process."   
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SSEEAALL  BBOOOOKK::  
27. Pentagon Issues Rules On How To Discuss SEAL’s Book 
(WASHINGTON TIMES 25 SEP 12) ... Rowan Scarborough 

The Pentagon’s top intelligence official has issued 
guidance on how to read and discuss “No Easy Day,” a former 
Navy SEAL’s unauthorized account of the raid that killed 
terrorist Osama bin Laden. 

Pentagon employees may buy “No Easy Day,” but have to 
be guarded with whom they discuss the book’s contents. 

“On 04 September 2012, the assistant secretary defense 
for public affairs noted that the Department believes the 
recently published book ‘No Easy Day’ (NED) contains 
classified and sensitive unclassified information,” begins the 
guidance, a copy of which was provided to The Washington 
Times. “As has been reported in the press, the author did not 
submit this book for pre-publication review that is required by 
non-disclosure agreements he signed.” 

The Sept. 20 memo is titled “Official DoD Guidance 
Concerning the Book, ‘No Easy Day.’” 

It is signed by Timothy A. Davis, director of security for 
the undersecretary of defense for intelligence, Michael 
Vickers. 

The Pentagon has accused author Matt Bissonnette, one 
of the leaders of the May 2011 SEAL mission in Abbottabad, 
Pakistan, of divulging classified information. Some officials 
have threatened him with criminal prosecution. His lawyer 
denies the charge. 

The security memo sets out five guidelines. 
Employees may buy the book and do not have to store it 

in special containers for classified information. 
Workers “shall not discuss potentially classified and 

sensitive unclassified information with persons who do not 
have an official need to know and an appropriate security 
clearance.” 

People with first-hand knowledge of the raid “shall not 
publicly speculate or discuss potentially classified or sensitive 
unclassified information outside official U.S. Government 
channels.” 

And, finally, employees “are prohibited from using 
unclassified government computer systems to discuss 

potentially classified or sensitive contents of NED, and must 
not engage in online discussions via social networking or 
media sites regarding potentially classified or sensitive 
unclassified information that may be contained in NED.” 

Supporters of Mr. Bissonnette say that, well before the 
book was published earlier this month, the Obama 
administration leaked rich details of the mission to reporters, 
book authors and at least one filmmaker. 

Mr. Obama has made bin Laden’s killing a focal point of 
his re-election campaign. 

In other matters, the Pentagon announced Tuesday new 
initiatives aimed at reducing the incidence of sexual assault 
within the ranks. 

The Pentagon directed the services to improve sexual 
assault prevention training for commanders and senior enlisted 
members, report progress to the defense secretary by Dec. 20, 
and implement changes by March 30. 

The services also were directed to review basic training 
practices, including how instructors are selected and trained, 
instructor-to-student ratios and the addition of more female 
instructors. 

The Pentagon also ordered the services to review 
oversight of sexual assault prevention measures and report to 
the defense secretary by Feb. 8 recommendations and findings 
in that area and in basic training. 

“While we have put many new policies in place to address 
sexual assault and its impact on the victim, recent events at 
Lackland Air Force Base make clear that we still have more 
work to do,” Defense secretary Leon E. Panetta said Tuesday 
in a memo to the military services, referring to the revelation 
in June that training instructors at Lackland had sexually 
harassed and assaulted trainees. 

The Defense Department’s move is based on a nine-
month review of sexual assault prevention training in the 
military. According to a Pentagon briefing in April, there were 
3,192 reports of sexual assaults in the ranks in 2011. 
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QQ&&AA::  
28. Adm. Mike Mullen, Former Head Of Joint Chiefs 
(DAILY PRINCETONIAN 25 SEP 12) ... Courtney Balgobin 

This semester, Admiral Mike Mullen is transitioning from 
the battlefield to the classroom. After a storied military career 
that culminated in a post as Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff, the highest-ranking official in the American Armed 
Forces, Mullen is using his experience to teach 19 students in 
WWS 318: U.S. Military and National and International 
Diplomacy. 

Mullen, who oversaw the assassination of Osama bin 
Laden in May 2011, came to the Wilson School after the 
program recruited him with a full-court press. On Thursday 
before his afternoon seminar, the Admiral sat down with The 
Daily Princetonian to discuss how his military experience 
parlays into leading a seminar, whether he plans to stay at the 

University beyond this semester and his thoughts on the 
University's dormant ROTC program. 

The Daily Princetonian: You served 43 years in the Navy. 
What was your favorite assignment? 

Admiral Mike Mullen: Well, typically in the Navy the 
best assignments are your command assignments, where you 
command ships and organizations that go to sea. The Navy is 
about ships, and ships are about going to sea, but that would 
be in my junior years during the first 20, 25 years. As far as 
the overall career is concerned, the best assignment was the 
last one as Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. It was a 
privilege to serve. We had two wars ongoing - thousands and 
thousands of young men and women in harm's way - and part 
of what drove me and drives me today are young people. And 
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so understanding what's on their mind, doing the best I could 
to make sure they had everything they needed to carry out 
their mission and being engaged with them, literally on the 
front, was a part of my career that was just very, very special. 

And tending to the needs of the families who had also 
been incredibly supportive during these multiple deployments, 
the needs of families of the fallen, for those families who'd 
lost a loved one in the war. So, from that perspective, the tour 
that I enjoyed the most - even though it was the most difficult 
- was the last one. 

DP: During your second term as Chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, the United States conducted the raid that 
resulted in Osama bin Laden's death. There is a famous photo 
of you standing next to the President in the White House 
during the raid. What were you thinking while the raid was 
taking place? How did you feel when it was all over? 

MM: People asked me what the best moment of the time I 
was Chairman. It was that moment, clearly, because we had 
been after him for the better part of a decade to bring him to 
justice. He had certainly killed more than 3,000 Americans, 
and so that was a very rewarding moment, but it wasn't just 
about that moment. That moment wasn't just about bin Laden 
to me because I've been in long enough. When we tried to 
rescue the hostages in Iran in 1980 and failed, and our military 
overall - not just our special forces but our military - were not 
always in very good shape, so that moment also spoke to the 
incredible improvement of professionalism that I had observed 
for many years in our military, not just our special forces. So 
in many ways, that was the highlight of the time that I was 
Chairman. 

The most difficult moment actually came not too long 
after that. We lost a couple of dozens of Special Forces on a 
helicopter that got shot down in Afghanistan. Meeting those 
families that were with the President, going to Arlington to 
bury [the soldiers] was as difficult a moment as I've ever had 
in my life. 

DP: Some have said President Obama has politicized the 
killing of Osama bin Laden. Do you agree? 

MM: I'd leave that up to the pundits ... I think that the 
military operations all need to be apolitical. I was a big 
advocate of staying out of politics when I was Chairman, and 
it's incredibly important for those in uniform to stay out of 
that. So I do all I can to make sure that anything that's 
associated with the military is out of the political realm. 

DP: In February 2010, you testified before the Senate 
Armed Services Committee that you supported President 
Obama's decision to end the "Don't Ask, Don't Tell" law. 
What is your position on women assuming roles in combat - in 
the infantry, for example? 

MM: Well, we've had over a quarter of a million women 
deploy in the combat areas, and combat these days doesn't 
have a line you cross in the vast majority of areas - it can 
come from 360 degrees. Despite the legal restrictions to have 
women in certain combat units, there has been an 
extraordinary amount of women who have been in combat. 
Actually, there has been an extraordinary amount of women 
who performed exceptionally well in combat, and I can recall 
even before I became Chairman - I was the head of the Navy - 
when I awarded a young woman, a very junior woman, a very 
high medal for what she had done. Her performance in terms 

of saving her battle buddies' lives, killing the enemy was equal 
to any I had heard about - certainly at that point. 

In fact, I think the Army is reconsidering the role of 
women in combat. I think that's something that's worthy of 
doing - as we've been through so much combat - to assess 
what's happened, to look at the rules that are there and see if 
they still apply. 

DP: What made you decide to go into academia as 
opposed to anything else? 

MM: Well, I was asked, first of all, by some of the 
leadership here at the Woodrow Wilson School, who I'd 
actually known in Washington - Professor [Anne-Marie] 
Slaughter, specifically, as well as Dean [Christina] Paxson. 
I've always had an interest to be plugged into young people. 
This is an opportunity to do that ... 

When I was 17 and deciding on colleges to go to, 
Princeton actually crossed my mind. I was out in California, 
and actually going across the country to college back then was 
something that not a lot of people did. Anyway, I was also a 
basketball player. A Princeton graduate at the time, Bill 
Bradley ['65], was the best basketball player in the country, 
and I admired Bill Bradley a lot. It was sort of a combination 
of things as I look at the next chapter in my life, and I've 
always been motivated to try and give back. And bright young 
students who are looking at going on to, I certainly believe, 
great futures - a chance to have a great impact and to engage 
and interact with those minds is a pretty special opportunity, 
and to possibly be involved in their development for the 
future, and it won't be long until the seniors here at Princeton 
are in significant leadership positions. 

DP: Specifically, why did you choose the Wilson School? 
What was the attraction? 

MM: The Wilson School is internationally known for 
excellence in foreign policy and diplomacy, and in the last 
four years as the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs I spent a lot of 
time in the diplomatic and foreign policy world. I really like 
that. I hadn't done a lot of it up until that time, and I've 
engaged most of my military counterparts around the world, 
but also many, many diplomats from various countries at a 
time where it's such an incredibly challenging time as the 
world changes, crises arise and the world needs what I would 
call global leadership. 

I believe the United States is a big part of that and will 
continue to be in the future, so it was an opportunity not to just 
be engaged with the young students but also with a school 
with a wonderful reputation in this particular field. So it's a 
real privilege to come here and do this, and I'm excited. 

DP: How did the Wilson School get you to come here? 
What was the process like? 

MM: Well, Dr. Slaughter was the one who originally 
approached me. I had known her when she was working for 
Secretary Clinton. It was really Dean Paxson who came and 
saw me and really urged me to consider this. She made a trip 
to Washington, and I then made a trip up here, actually, with 
my wife. The school and the people had been incredible 
receptive about the opportunity, so after a couple more 
meetings, I made the decision to do this, and I'm very excited 
about it. 

DP: Can you tell me a little bit about your military 
experiences and how that might be useful for teaching a 
course? 
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MM: I came in in the late '60s; it was an entirely different 
situation. The Vietnam War was raging at the time. There 
were many challenges in the country that had nothing to do 
with the Vietnam War as well - social challenges - and it was 
the first war I was in, in 1969, when I was deployed on a ship 
off the coast of Vietnam supporting the Army and the Marine 
Corps. But it was the totality of that war and the fact that the 
American people didn't support our men and women in 
uniform. In fact, in many cases, they blamed the war on the 
men and women in uniform. That was a very searing 
experience for me and a baseline that will never go away. 

So, coincidentally, over time I would say at the end of my 
military career, some 40 years later, that that war had a lot to 
do with the way I handle myself in the wars that we're in right 
now, part of which means to make sure that the American 
people know what's going on - to put a face on that, to put a 
face on those we've lost. I was a big advocate for opening 
Dover [Air Force Base] to the public and the families for just 
that reason. We want people to know what's going on and to 
consciously say yes or no, we will continue this or we won't 
continue it. The Vietnam War began, the American people 
didn't support the men and women in uniform, and that is not 
the case now. 

Far outside the politics, the American people have 
supported our men and women in uniform. We generate an 
extraordinary number of homeless veterans who are my peers 
from Vietnam. Many of them are still homeless, and I wanted 
to do everything that I could to make sure that we didn't do 
that again in these wars, but we are. And in fact, the homeless-
veteran problem is substantially more difficult because now 
we are generating female homeless vets at an extraordinarily 
high rate. They have children. The VA is not geared for 
women yet, so the challenges that are associated with 
homelessness and veterans are actually more intense than 
they've been in the past. That's a very early experience as well 
as a very late experience with respect to my career. 

I guess mostly I found myself seeing the world early, 
which I really enjoyed because I deployed many times all over 
the world. I was given great responsibility very young to lead 
sailors, to command ships. At one point in the '70s I found 
myself in command of a small ship in the middle of the '73 
war in the Eastern Mediterranean. In addition, I found in the 
Navy and subsequently in the other services just great young 
men and women. In the end, it's all about people. Being 
engaged with people and such a diverse group of people from 
all backgrounds, from all parts of the country and, in some 
cases, parts of the globe because many in the military come 
here from other countries. So it was just that very broad 
exposure and early responsibility, an opportunity to make a 
difference for our country - that combination over time is what 
really motivated me. 

DP: What are you looking forward to most about the 
course you are teaching? 

MM: Another attractive part of this, this is an opportunity 
as [someone] in a senior job - as someone who executed the 
policy, was in on the policy debates at the highest levels of 
government. The very, very challenging schedule that you 
have with all the issues that are out there - you don't get much 
time to sort of step back and think about it, step back and read 
about it, step back and interact with a lot of other people about 
it. This also allows me to give some thought to the things that 

both I and the country have been through - it's been a very 
difficult decade since 9/11 - and hopefully in that thought, 
clarify how I might look at the future and how I can positively 
impact the future in terms of both policy for the country and 
how the military fits into that. 

DP: How did the first class go? 
MM: It was terrific. Wonderful young, enthusiastic group 

of young students, a very diverse group and a group with 
1,000 questions, which is just great. And they really wanted to 
be in the class, and I am flattered and humbled by that, and so 
I think we'll have a great semester. 

DP: Do you think that academia is something that you 
would like to continue doing after this seminar? 

MM: I look at this time in my life, what I am going to do. 
I mean, it's a great privilege to come here and teach, and in 
terms of longer term, we'll have to see how all of this goes. 
The notional idea is to teach for the year so that there is an 
undergraduate course this fall and then a graduate course next 
spring, which isn't solidified yet. I haven't fully committed to 
that yet, but that's the idea, and then, after a year, see how that 
goes. One of the things, at this time in my life, that is my 
highest priority is my family and spending time with them, 
which had been very challenging for many years. So I have to 
balance these kinds of efforts with that, and I am in the 
process of doing that as we speak. 

DP: Do you believe that the Princeton ROTC should be 
recognized by the University? Right now it's not. Do you think 
that it should be given space in the curriculum and be able to 
offer courses for credit? 

MM: Back to Vietnam, one of the most disappointing 
parts of that was the Ivy League schools that pulled out of the 
ROTC program. I'm actually very encouraged by the ROTC 
program restarting at places like Harvard and Columbia, 
specifically. I haven't gotten to the details of Princeton with 
respect to that. I think it's very important that our young, 
bright military leaders have opportunities at these institutions, 
however their handhold. 

In terms of both influence of the institution on them and 
influence of them on the institution, when it's done well, there 
is a win-win which occurs. But again, I haven't got into the 
ways of how Princeton is doing. Ironically, one of my aides 
when I was Chairman was a Princeton graduate commissioned 
out of here and who brought me up here about two or three 
years ago to spend the day up here and it had been my first trip 
to Princeton. 

DP: What are your thoughts on the protests going on in 
the Middle East in reaction to the film "Innocence of 
Muslims"? 

MM: I think we've got to get to a higher level with respect 
to this. This is a tragic loss with respect to our ambassador and 
the other Americans who were killed, and my thoughts and 
prayers go out to their families. But the change in the Middle 
East is obviously not just honest. It's going to be here for years 
and years to come ... I'm encouraged in a sense, that these are 
revolutions, if you will, in Egypt, Syria - at the heart of those 
are the aspirations of people for a better way of life, for a more 
democratic way of life, for freedom and ability to improve 
themselves, education and take care of their families. I think 
we have to stay focused on that. We can all be easily diverted 
with our focus on issues and the very, very difficult challenges 
of what we've seen in the last week or so. 
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I think we need to be prepared for more of these kinds of 
situations, and I know specifically our government and our 
state department are taking actions to ensure the security of all 
of our people who are stationed around the world. I think it's 
important, however, that the United States stay engaged with 
these countries, and work with them as best as we can to 
ensure that their future is what they want it to be and to try and 
understand their challenges from their perspectives while 
staying engaged and while staying in a leadership role. So it's 

an enormously complex problem that isn't going to go away, 
sadly, and there will be, I'm sure, more lives lost in time, 
whereas many, many lives are lost in those countries - Syria 
for example - right now. 

There's clearly no easy answer here, and there's no yes or 
no right thing to do. We need to stay engaged and continue to 
lead and to try and make a difference in a way that allows 
countries to self-determine where they're going to end up. 
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CCOOMMMMEENNTTAARRYY::  
29. The Message Obama Should Have Sent 
Forget about a 'red line.' Try a warning to Iran in black-and-white. 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 26 SEP 12) ... Alan M. Dershowitz 

On Monday in New York, Iranian President Mahmoud 
Ahmadinejad promised that Israel will be "eliminated," a 
variation on his previous threats to the nation's existence. He 
was in town for the opening of the United Nations General 
Assembly, a gathering that reliably sees leaders issuing 
pronouncements that, even if not new, at least are given a 
bigger stage. On Tuesday, the first day of the gathering, 
President Obama delivered a speech that also struck familiar 
notes, including the statement that "a nuclear-armed Iran is not 
a challenge that can be contained." He moved no closer to 
giving a signal of what he might consider an intolerable 
development in Iran's advance toward a nuclear weapon. 

For months, U.S. and Israeli officials have debated 
whether Mr. Obama should publicly announce a "red line" 
that, if crossed by Iran, would prompt an American military 
response. Announcing such a threshold publicly or privately 
might be helpful, but it may not be necessary for the president 
to specify what would constitute such a red line (a certain 
degree of uranium enrichment, for example, or other evidence 
of weaponization). 

Instead, Mr. Obama has another good option: Tell the 
Iranian leadership that under no circumstances will it ever be 
permitted to develop or acquire nuclear weapons, and that the 
U.S. is prepared to take decisive military action to make sure 
of this. 

Such a statement wouldn't tip the president's hand 
regarding a precise red line, but it would send a clear message 
that Iran's efforts to develop nuclear weapons are futile and 
ultimately will lead to disaster for Iran's rulers. 

Mr. Obama's prior statements—that containing a nuclear 
Iran is not an option; that a country committed to wiping Israel 
off the map, promoting terrorism and arming Hezbollah and 
Syria can't be allowed to have nukes—have been strong. But 
Iran's leadership still doesn't seem to believe that an American 
military option really is on the table. 

Iran's skepticism is understandable in light of some 
Obama administration rhetoric. This week the president 
himself characterized Israeli concern over Iran and threats of 
military action as mere "noise." Defense Secretary Leon 
Panetta has repeatedly and emphatically outlined the dangers 

of military action against Iran, and this month Vice President 
Joe Biden criticized Mitt Romney for being "ready to go to 
war" with Iran. 

Being ready for war with Iran, after all, might be the only 
way to deter that country from going nuclear. 

Were Mr. Obama to affirm America's dedication to 
blocking Iran's nuclear ambitions through military force if 
necessary, he would maintain his flexibility to act while 
putting pressure on Iran's mullahs. He would not be 
acknowledging, as some fear, that the combination of 
sanctions and diplomacy is failing. Rather, he would make this 
combination more effective by convincing Iran's leaders that 
there is no good reason for them to continue bringing the 
economic pain of international sanctions onto their country. 
The message is that their sanctions-provoking projects are 
pointless because the U.S. will never allow Iran to become a 
nuclear power. 

A policy of sanctions, diplomacy and an absolute 
dedication to the use of force if necessary has a far better 
chance of working than sanctions and diplomacy alone. 
Sanctions have certainly made life difficult in Iran, at least for 
the general population, but they haven't slowed the regime's 
nuclear march. Meanwhile, Israeli leaders have been forced to 
consider unilateral action in the absence of America's clear 
commitment to stopping Iran before it's too late. 

There are many ways to communicate American 
preparedness, including by increased military planning and 
exercises. But there is no substitute for a firm commitment, 
unambiguously stated by a president whose subordinates do 
nothing to blur the message and, if anything, signal a steely 
resolve. 

There are those who argue that an American president 
should never make a threat that he may not want to carry out. 
But President Obama has already committed his 
administration to preventing Iran from developing nuclear 
weapons, which necessarily means employing the military 
option if all else fails. He has also told the world that he does 
not bluff. If that is true, then there is no downside to his stating 
U.S. policy and intentions explicitly. 
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30. Backlash To The Backlash 
(NEW YORK TIMES 26 SEP 12) ... Thomas L. Friedman 

One of the iron laws of Middle East politics for the last 
half-century has been that extremists go all the way and 
moderates tend to just go away. That is what made the march 
in Benghazi, Libya, so unusual last Friday. This time, the 
moderates did not just go away. They got together and 
stormed the headquarters of the Islamist militia Ansar al-
Sharia, whose members are suspected of carrying out the 
attack on the U.S. consulate in Benghazi that resulted in the 
death of four Americans, including Ambassador Chris 
Stevens. 

It is not clear whether this trend can spread or be 
sustained. But having decried the voices of intolerance that so 
often intimidate everyone in that region, I find it heartening to 
see Libyans carrying signs like “We want justice for Chris” 
and “No more Al Qaeda” — and demanding that armed 
militias disband. This coincides with some brutally honest 
articles in the Arab/Muslim press — in response to rioting 
triggered by the idiotic YouTube video insulting the Prophet 
Muhammad — that are not the usual “What is wrong with 
America?” but, rather, “What is wrong with us, and how do 
we fix it?” 

On Monday, the Middle East Media Research Institute, or 
Memri, which tracks the Arab/Muslim press, translated a 
searing critique written by Imad al-Din Hussein, a columnist 
for Al Shorouk, Cairo’s best daily newspaper: “We curse the 
West day and night, and criticize its [moral] disintegration and 
shamelessness, while relying on it for everything. ... We 
import, mostly from the West, cars, trains, planes ... 
refrigerators, and washing machines. ... We are a nation that 
contributes nothing to human civilization in the current era. ... 
We have become a burden on [other] nations. ... Had we truly 
implemented the essence of the directives of Islam and all 
[other] religions, we would have been at the forefront of the 
nations. The world will respect us when we return to being 
people who take part in human civilization, instead of [being] 
parasites who are spread out over the map of the advanced 
world, feeding off its production and later attacking it from 
morning until night. ... The West is not an oasis of idealism. It 
also contains exploitation in many areas. But at least it is not 
sunk in delusions, trivialities and external appearances, as we 
are. ... Therefore, supporting Islam and the prophet of the 
Muslims should be done through work, production, values, 
and culture, not by storming embassies and murdering 
diplomats.” 

Mohammad Taqi, a liberal Pakistani columnist, writing in 
the Lahore-based Daily Times on Sept. 20, argued that “there 
is absolutely no excuse for violence and indeed murder most 
foul, as committed in Benghazi. Fighting hate with hate is sure 

to beget more hate. The way out is drowning the odious voices 
with voices of sanity, not curbing free speech and calls for 
murder.” 

Khaled al-Hroub, a professor at Cambridge University, 
writing in Jordan’s Al Dustour newspaper on Sept. 17, 
translated by Memri, argued that the most “frightening aspect 
of what we see today in the streets of Arab and Islamic cities 
is the disaster of extremism that is flooding our societies and 
cultures, as well as our behavior. ... This [represents] a total 
atrophy of thought among wide sectors [of society], as a result 
of the culture of religious zealotry that was imposed on people 
for over 50 years, and which brought forth what we witness” 
today. 

The Egyptian comedian, Bassem Youssef, wrote in Al 
Shorouk, translated by Memri, on Sept. 23: “We demand that 
the world respect our feelings, yet we do not respect the 
feelings of others. We scream blue murder when they outlaw 
the niqab in some European country or prevent [Muslims] 
from building minarets in another [European] country — even 
though these countries continue to allow freedom of religion, 
as manifest in the building of mosques and in the preaching 
[activity] that takes place in their courtyards. Yet, in our 
countries, we do not allow others to publicly preach their 
beliefs. Maybe we should examine ourselves before 
[criticizing] others.” 

Whenever I was asked during the Iraq war, “How will 
you know when we’ve won?” I gave the same answer: When 
Salman Rushdie can give a lecture in Baghdad; when there is 
real freedom of speech in the heart of the Arab-Muslim world. 
There is no question that we need a respectful dialogue 
between Islam and the West, but, even more, we need a 
respectful dialogue between Muslims and Muslims. What 
matters is not what Arab/Muslim political parties and 
groupings tell us they stand for. What matters is what they tell 
themselves, in their own languages, about what they stand for 
and what excesses they will not tolerate. 

This internal debate had long been stifled by Arab 
autocrats whose regimes traditionally suppressed extremist 
Islamist parties, but never really permitted their ideas to be 
countered with free speech — with independent, modernist, 
progressive interpretations of Islam or by truly legitimate, 
secular political parties and institutions. Are we seeing the 
start of that now with the emergence of free spaces and 
legitimate parties in the Arab world? Again, too early to say, 
but this moderate backlash to the extremist backlash is worth 
hailing — and watching. 
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31. LOTT: Strong U.S. Navy Means Stronger National Security  
We need the capability to build our own ships 
(WASHINGTON TIMES 25 SEP 12) ... Trent Lott  

Our nation’s southern flank is at a particular security risk 
by virtue of the absence of any credible U.S. naval presence to 
detect and counter threats in that region.  

Indeed, the adage that “virtual presence is actual absence” 
rings particularly true for the Gulf of Mexico, as the Navy 
wrestles with how best to first satisfy increasing demands for 

presence in other parts of the world, particularly the Arabian 
Sea, the Gulf of Oman and now Asia.  

During the U.S. Senate’s consideration of the 2005 Base 
Realignment and Closure Commission’s recommendations, I 
strongly opposed the closure of Naval Station Pascagoula — 
one of very few Gulf of Mexico bases — because it would 
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leave unprotected 60 percent of our nation’s shipping and 
most of our busiest ports. It would also put at risk thousands of 
oil and gas platforms in the Gulf of Mexico which, at that 
time, produced 90 percent of our nation’s refinable oil and 95 
percent of our natural gas.  

I also highlighted the prospective risk to our Gulf Coast 
states, which hosted (as they do today) one of the most 
densely packed assortment of military bases and defense 
industrial infrastructure of any region in our country. These 
include Air Force and Navy flight training, missile defense, 
military shipbuilding, Defense Department supercomputing, 
Army Corps of Engineers waterways and resource 
management, naval oceanography, naval research, naval 
special warfare and Seabee construction battalions.  

Unfortunately, the 2005 Base Realignment and Closure 
Commission closed Naval Station Pascagoula, and today’s 
Navy simply doesn’t have enough ships to provide homeland 
defense in the Gulf of Mexico while also satisfying growing 
needs around the globe. To make matters worse, the looming 
threat of budget sequestration could force the Navy to cut even 
more ships, thus jeopardizing the viability of the defense 
industrial base.  

Reconciling the need for more military ships to protect 
the vulnerable underbelly of our nation with the realities of 
today’s budget environment is daunting, but not unachievable. 
Affordability of new ships remains the key. One of the most 
effective ways to make Navy ships more affordable is to 

leverage hot supplier and production lines by building variants 
of ships that are already under construction. Coupling this 
approach with Chief of Naval Operations Adm. Jonathan W. 
Greenert’s recent emphasis on payloads over host platforms, 
the Navy could quickly and affordably produce survivable 
warship variants that inherently feature sufficient space, power 
and cooling to host a large range of future payloads.  

Of course, the most well-conceived and funded ship 
program is a fool’s errand if there is no domestic industrial 
base to supply parts or build the ships. Unfortunately, the U.S. 
industrial base has rapidly atrophied over the past two decades 
as the purchase rate of capital warships has significantly 
declined and winner-take-all competitions have driven 
suppliers from the marketplace.  

The United Kingdom learned too late that competition 
should not always be the default option, particularly when a 
robust industrial base no longer exists. We are well advised to 
heed the industrial base lessons from our close ally across the 
pond, to ensure that we always have the capability within our 
shores to design and build the warships that can carry our flag 
in peace and protect and defend our freedom from the Gulf of 
Mexico to the far reaches of the globe.  

Trent Lott, former Senate Majority Leader and 
Mississippi Republican, is senior counsel at The Breaux Lott 
Leadership Group. He has represented shipping and national 
defense issues in his role as a lobbyist. 
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32. Maine Voices: A Strong U.S. Navy Remains A Critical Force For National Security 
(PORTLAND (ME) PRESS HERALD 26 SEP 12) ... William E. Leigher 

America's Navy is our nation's front line in war and 
peace, operating on, above and below the sea. Think of the 
Navy as America's "away team," deployed around the world, 
defending our nation's interests every day. 

This year marks the bicentennial of the War of 1812. So 
many of the qualities that shaped and helped the Navy win 200 
years ago still hold true today: the fighting spirit and boldness 
of Navy sailors, the Navy's innovation and technological 
supremacy, the direct link between a strong Navy and a 
prosperous America through free world trade, and the Navy's 
key role in preserving American sovereignty. 

During the War of 1812, America called on the Navy and 
its sailors to preserve our country's security and prosperity. 
Two hundred years later, that tradition continues. 

Today, Navy ships fight on the sea, Navy submarines 
fight under the sea and Navy aircraft based on aircraft carriers 
fight over the sea. 

This ability to act from the sea gives the Navy the power 
to protect America's interests -- anywhere, anytime. The 
United States is a maritime nation, bounded by oceans on both 
sides. Consider that water covers about 70 percent of the 
earth's surface. About 80 percent of the world's population 
lives near the sea, and about 90 percent of all world trade by 
volume travels by sea. 

In other words, what happens on the sea matters. It 
matters to world peace. It matters to our economy and to the 
preservation of prosperity. It also matters to our national 
defense. 

A strong Navy is necessary to preserve the American way 
of life. Maine's commerce and its maritime economic lifeline 

have been connected to the Navy, from the privateers during 
the Revolutionary War and the War of 1812 to Portland's role 
as a destroyer base and training center during World War II. 
Our Navy's role in maintaining freedom of the seas and free 
trade is no less important in the 21st Century. 

The Navy's job continues to get bigger. The president's 
national security strategy emphasizes our commitment in the 
Asia-Pacific and Middle East regions, vast maritime areas of 
the world ideally suited for naval operations and in which the 
Navy maintains a robust presence. 

Elsewhere in the world, we face diverse challenges. 
We are a nation at war. We face a terrorist network that 

has attacked our country before, and vows to do so again. 
Unstable regimes are developing nuclear weapons. Rising 

powers have begun military buildups to match their economic 
growth. Weak and failed states create havens for groups that 
seek to do us harm, such as al Qaida in Afghanistan and 
Somali pirates. 

Climate change is creating new conflicts, as Arctic 
melting foments disputes over shipping lanes and oil supplies 
previously locked in ice. 

The Navy is ideally suited for this kind of world because 
the Navy is fast, flexible and by its very nature, ready and 
operating forward. Our ships, submarines and aircraft can go 
anywhere on short notice, and they can do all of their work 
from the sea. 

Navy ships and submarines can destroy targets located far 
inland. Navy fighters can take off from aircraft carriers. 

Navy SEAL teams can carry out special operations 
worldwide. 
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In a humanitarian crisis like the devastating earthquake 
and tsunami that struck northern Japan last year, or the 
earthquake which ravaged Haiti in 2010, the Navy can deliver 
supplies and provide medical care. 

On any given day, the Navy has the ability to attack a 
terrorist camp, capture a pirate vessel and deliver emergency 
relief, all in different parts of the world. 

Being able to do all of these things from the sea is 
important, as we may not be able to get another country's 
permission to come ashore. 

Our ready force also requires us to be smart about how we 
power our ships, aircraft and submarines. That's why the Navy 
is a leader in pursuing our fighting advantage through 
innovation in energy. 

By 2016, the Navy will sail the Great Green Fleet, a 
carrier strike group consisting of nuclear-powered ships, 

hybrid electric ships running on biofuel, and aircraft flying on 
biofuel. We have tripled our solar energy use, and we are 
exploring wind, geothermal and hydrothermal power. These 
initiatives will give us a fighting advantage in the next war. 
They may help avoid the next war altogether. 

In today's world, power must be ready, fast, flexible and 
operating forward. This requires sailors who are highly 
trained, highly motivated, and courageous, sailors who are 
capable of meeting any challenge. 

It requires the best sailors in the world -- the men and 
women of the United States Navy. 

Rear Admiral William E. Leigher is director of Warfare 
Integration for Information Dominance. He is a native of 
Appleton and a University of Southern Maine graduate. 
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33. Future Wars: U.S. Homeland At Risk? 
(U.S. NAVAL INSTITUTE 25 SEP 2) ... Robert Kozloski 

Over the past few weeks, senior military leaders and 
intelligence officials have publicly acknowledged the growing 
threat from foreign military forces to the U.S. homeland. 

This may seem unrealistic given the overwhelming 
military advantage the United States has over any other 
nation’s military, but there are plausible scenarios where the 
U.S. homeland could be vulnerable to attack, particularly 
during periods of U.S. military operations overseas. 

Before examining emerging threats that may place the 
security of the homeland at risk, one must first consider the 
complex problem of escalation. According to RAND, 
escalation can occur in several forms: vertical, horizontal and 
political. Escalation can also be carried out through 
conventional or asymmetric means. Certainly, attacks can be 
executed in the future to create a more complex hybrid 
escalation event. The U.S. Military has already encountered 
the challenges posed by escalation during Operation Desert 
Storm. 

As Iraqi President Saddam Hussein faced the reality of an 
overwhelming coalition force, he decided to use his over-
matched military assets to attack civilian population centers in 
Israel. He also ignited oil fields in Southern Iraq in order to 
inflict environmental damage and to restrict coalition military 
movement.  These are examples of horizontal and political 
escalation, respectively. 

In discussing the new DOD Strategic Guidance, Dr. 
Janine Davidson recently noted that adversaries will likely go 
asymmetric and irregular to counter a U.S. military advantage.  
This implies the U.S. homeland will likely be in play should 
military force be used in the future. U.S. military leaders and 
policy makers have not had to contend with this reality since 
World War II. 

A host of legal/policy concerns, such as the Posse 
Comitatus Act and the imposition of wide-spread martial law, 
would challenge conventional thinking given these scenarios.  
An effective response would demand an unprecedented level 
of coordination and integration of Title 10 and Title 32 
military forces with federal, state, and local law enforcement 
personnel.  Some scenarios would likely have local law 
enforcement personnel performing ad hoc para-military 
operations. A significant military response within the 

homeland would certainly stress civil-military relations and 
threaten the civil liberties of U.S. citizens, particularly those of 
certain ethnic groups associated with the adversary.  Could 
this lead to increased radicalization or even threaten internal 
stability? 

Current military capabilities that could be used to attack 
the U.S. homeland include: 

•Conventional attacks enabled by emerging technology 
•Special Forces conducting direct action –Mumbai style 

attacks 
•Weapons of Mass Destruction 
•Improvised Explosive Devices 
•Cyber Attacks 
•Psychological Operations 
•Economic Attacks 
While these capabilities alone or in aggregate would 

certainly not defeat the U.S. military, they can inflict damage 
to the homeland that would cause public support for military 
operations to either wane or force the military to take more 
aggressive action than would normally be prudent.  Homeland 
attacks would also impose a significant cost imposition on the 
U.S., which would divert scarce resources away from other 
military operations. 

Considering the prolonged military operations over the 
last decade, would U.S. popular support for the wars in Iraq 
and Afghanistan have lasted as long as they have if U.S. 
citizens were being killed in the homeland?  In the future, 
would direct support for a critical ally, say Israel or Taiwan, 
withstand foreign military operations on the homeland or 
would U.S. citizens demand military operations cease, as 
witnessed in Vietnam or Iraq? 

Having to fight a two Combatant Command (COCOM) 
war has not been experienced by the modern U.S. military 
since the National Security Act of 1947 established our current 
organizational structure.  This scenario would provide an 
enormous challenge to coordinate and integrate operations 
between multiple COCOMs.  An example the U.S. could use 
as a precedent was having to respond to hurricane Katrina, 
while fighting limited wars in Iraq and Afghanistan.  However 
during these events, leaders were not faced with command and 
control challenges or limited military resources. This would 
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certainly not be the case in military operations against a near 
peer competitor. 

The so called American way of war ensured the security 
of U.S. interests over the past sixty years by taking 
overwhelming military force to the enemy’s doorstep. 
Unfortunately, the U.S. will not be afforded that luxury in the 
future.  Our nation’s military and civilian leaders must 
incorporate defending the homeland into their decision making 
calculus should military action be realistically considered in 
the future.  The U.S. public must also be aware that the 
decision to use military force will likely affect the livelihood 
of each American citizen in ways Americans have not 
witnessed during this generation. 

The plausible scenarios associated with future wars will 
radically challenge our current perception of complex 
operations and will make the wars fought over the last 10 
years seem like child’s play.  The results of past operations 
speak for themselves and future wars will be even more 
complex and will demand a far greater level of strategic 
thinking and adaptation by both military and civilian leaders. 

Robert Kozloski is a program analyst with the 
Department of the Navy and the author of  “Rethinking 
Threats to The Homeland: Considerations for the Joint 
Force” currently under review at Joint Forces Quarterly. 
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34. Retired Military Chiefs: Obesity Levels Mean U.S. Is 'Too Fat To Fight' 
(THE HILL 25 SEP 12) ... Elise Viebeck 

Spiking rates of childhood obesity are a threat to national 
security and demand government intervention, according to 
retired military leaders.  

In a report entitled "Still Too Fat to Fight" that was 
released Tuesday, the advocacy group "Mission: Readiness" 
described obesity as an epidemic that poses a direct challenge 
to military effectiveness.   

The group called on Congress to continue supporting 
stricter nutrition standards for school lunches — the kind that 
have become controversial among small-government 
conservatives.    

"As retired admirals and generals, we know that America 
is not powerless in the face of this insidious epidemic," 
Mission wrote. "Getting the junk food out of our schools is the 
obvious next step in our efforts to address the childhood 
obesity crisis."   

In one sense, the report states, obesity means the military 
has a smaller pool of eligible members because 1 in 4 
Americans is too overweight to join.   

Combined with other disqualifying factors — including 
criminal backgrounds and poor education — excess weight 
means that an estimated 75 percent of young adults could not 
serve in the military even if they desired to, according to the 
report.   

But obesity poses what may be an even greater challenge 
to existing service members, whose performance the group 
believes is negatively affected by excess weight.   

According to the report, many recruits have to undergo 
remedial physical fitness instruction prior to basic training, 
and excess weight also leads to more sprains and stress 
fractures in the field.   

"All of these unhealthy situations can have an impact on 
military readiness," the report states. "Injured soldiers often 
cannot be deployed with their units and a soldier's failure to 
pass the military's physical fitness tests can result in discharge.   

"Worse, more soldiers were evacuated from Iraq or 
Afghanistan for serious sprains and fractures than for combat 
injuries … While it is true that even fully fit soldiers suffer 
strains or fractures … overweight or less-fit young men and 
women are at higher risk for these injuries."   

Members of Mission are senior retired military leaders 
who call for "smart investments in America's children."   

Their report praised government action against obesity, 
specifically efforts by municipalities such as Philadelphia and 
New York City to reduce junk food in schools.    

U.S. students consume 400 billion calories from junk food 
sold in schools each year, or more weight than the aircraft 
carrier Midway, according to the report.    
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On This Day In The Navy: 
1959: Off Cape Canaveral, FL, USS Observation Island (EAG-154) makes first shipboard launching of a Polaris missile. 
 

TOP STORIES: 
1. Attacks On Soldiers And Civilians Leave Dozens Dead In Afghanistan 
(NEW YORK TIMES 27 AUG 12) ... Graham Bowley and Richard A. Oppel Jr. 

KABUL, Afghanistan — Two American soldiers were shot and killed by a member of the Afghan Army in eastern Afghanistan 
on Monday when a dispute broke out during a joint American and Afghan patrol, Afghan officials said. 

 
2. North Korea, Japan To Hold First Direct Talks In Four Years 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 26 AUG 12) ... Kelly Olsen 

North Korea and Japan this week hold their first direct talks in four years with attention focused on whether they can show 
progress in overcoming deep-rooted suspicions that have hamstrung ties. 

 
3. The Manning Message 
Fleet’s top leaders hit the road to answer sailors’ personnel questions 
(NAVY TIMES 03 SEP 12) ... Mark D. Faram 

NAVAL AIR STATION JACKSONVILLE, Fla. — The Navy’s top personnel officer says he expects the service’s nearly 
10,000-billet gap at sea to be fixed by fiscal 2014. 

 

ASIA – PACIFIC: 
4. China Is Said To Be Bolstering Missile Capabilities 
(NEW YORK TIMES 25 AUG 12) ... Keith Bradsher 

HONG KONG — China is moving ahead with the development of a new and more capable generation of intercontinental ballistic 
missiles and submarine-launched missiles, increasing its existing ability to deliver nuclear warheads to the United States and to 
overwhelm missile defense systems, military analysts said this week. 

 
5. U.S. Missile Shield Plan Seen Stoking China Fears 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 25 AUG 12) ... Brian Spegele, James Hookway and Yuka Hayashi 

The U.S. decision to expand its missile-defense shield in the Asia-Pacific region, ostensibly to defend against North Korea, could 
feed Chinese fears about containment by the U.S. and encourage Beijing to accelerate its own missile program, analysts say. 

 
6. U.S.' Islands Stance Opposed 
(CHINA DAILY 27 AUG 12) ... Cheng Guangjin and Tan Yingzi 

China is firmly opposed to the U.S.’ stance that the Diaoyu Islands fall within the scope of the U.S.-Japan security treaty, under 
which Washington would provide assistance if Tokyo’s territories came under an armed attack, a senior Chinese military official told 
his U.S. counterparts on Friday. 

 
7. China Breaks The Ice On Northern Sea Route 
(KOREA HERALD 26 AUG 12) ... Ravi Velloor 

Look out, Singapore, Malaysia and Sri Lanka. A new chapter in maritime history is being written. 
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MIDEAST: 
8. Turkey Blocks Syrian Refugees 
Border crossing closure comes as officials warn they are reaching limit 
(WASHINGTON POST 27 AUG 12) ... Liz Sly 

ANTAKYA, Turkey — A surge in the number of Syrians seeking sanctuary from their country’s soaring violence prompted the 
Turkish government to halt the flow of refugees at two key border crossings Sunday amid an escalating humanitarian crisis that is 
swamping Syria’s neighbors and intensifying pressure for international intervention. 

 
9. Egyptian Leader Adds Rivals Of West To Syria Plan 
(NEW YORK TIMES 27 AUG 12) ... David D. Kirkpatrick 

CAIRO — Staking out a new leadership role for Egypt in the shaken landscape of the Arab uprisings, President Mohamed Morsi 
is reaching out to Iran and other regional powers in an initiative to halt the escalating violence in Syria. 

 
10. At Summit Meeting, Iran Has A Message For The World 
(NEW YORK TIMES 27 AUG 12) ... Thomas Erdbrink 

TEHRAN — At the entrance to the convention hall where Iran is sponsoring an international summit meeting are the crumpled 
wreckage of three cars driven by Iranian nuclear scientists who have been killed or hurt in bomb attacks. Placards with the photos of 
the scientists and their children stand alongside. 

 

HURRICANE: 
11. Navy Base Planes Evacuate Ahead Of Isaac 
Training jets bound for bases in Texas 
(PENSACOLA NEWS JOURNAL 26 AUG 12) ... Rob Johnson 

The slow sleepiness of a summer afternoon gave way to urgency on the tarmac at Pensacola Naval Air Station on Sunday as pilots 
evacuated 45 training planes to destinations far from Hurricane Isaac. 

 

PERSONNEL: 
12. History Maker: Aurora Native First Black Woman To Be 3-Star Admiral 
(DENVER POST 25 AUG 12) ... Joey Bunch 

A woman who grew up in Aurora has made history — again. Vice Admiral Michelle Janine Howard on Friday became the first 
African-American woman promoted to a three-star rank in the U.S. armed forces, as she became a deputy commander of U.S. Fleet 
Forces. 

 

UNIFORMS: 
13. Bye-Bye Blueberries? 
Top-level talks could spell end for aquaflage NWU 
(NAVY TIMES 03 SEP 12) ... Mark D. Faram 

The Navy’s aquaflage uniform has only been around a few years, but there’s a message getting louder from many rank-and-file 
and senior officials alike: Ditch the blueberries. 

 

LITTORAL COMBAT SHIP: 
14. U.S. Navy Chief Establishes Special LCS Council 
(AVIATION WEEK 24 AUG 12) ... Michael Fabey 

In the wake of U.S. Navy, media and watchdog reports about the trials and tribulations of the Littoral Combat Ship (LCS) 
program, Chief of Naval Operations Adm. Jonathan Greenert has established a special board this week to shepherd the program. 

 
15. Navy Appoints Panel To Address Warship's Problems 
(PROJECT ON GOVERNMENT OVERSIGHT 24 AUG 12) ... Ben Freeman, Ph.D. 

The U.S. Navy has convened a panel of high-ranking officers to study problems with the long-troubled “littoral combat ship,” an 
unconventional type of warship that the Navy has been counting on to perform an array of missions. 
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LANDING CRAFT: 
16. Navy’s New Landing Gear 
Next-generation hovercraft, rather than a ‘transformational’ leap forward, is an updated variation 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 25 AUG 12) ... Jeanette Steele 

Off the coast of Oceanside, a military craft slides over the water, floating on a cushion of air. 
 

SUBMARINES: 
17. Shipyard Christens New Sub Facility 
(NEWPORT NEWS DAILY PRESS 24 AUG 12) ... Hugh Lessig 

NEWPORT NEWS — Newport News Shipbuilding cut the ribbon Friday on its new submarine-building facility. Given the 
location, it was no surprise that the scissors weighed 410 tons. 

 

AVIATION: 
18. Eglin F-35s Fly 200th Sortie 
(FLIGHTGLOBAL (UK) 24 AUG 12) ... Dave Majumdar 

Pilots at Eglin AFB, Florida, are demonstrating their continued progress in maturing the Lockheed Martin F-35 Joint Strike 
Fighter's training pipeline. 

 

AFRICA: 
19. Navy Arrests Ship For Illegal Operation 
(LAGOS VANGUARD (NIGERIA) 27 AUG 12) ... Evelyn Usman 

LAGOS— The Western Naval Command of the Nigerian Navy, weekend, arrested a vessel suspected to be operating illegally on 
the nation’s territorial water around Lagos Island axis, restating its commitment to making the waterways safe for maritime 
transaction. 

 
20. 4bn-Shilling Navy Ship Finally Sails Home 
Kenya Navy takes delivery of 56m-dollar warship 
(NAIROBI DAILY NATION (KENYA) 27 AUG 12) ... Patrick Mayoyo 

The Kenya Navy's newest warship is expected to sail into Mombasa today [27 August] bristling with weapons but almost a 
decade after it was ordered. 

 

ARMS SALES: 
21. U.S. Arms Sales Make Up Most Of Global Market 
(NEW YORK TIMES 27 AUG 12) ... Thom Shanker 

WASHINGTON — Weapons sales by the United States tripled in 2011 to a record high, driven by major arms sales to Persian 
Gulf allies concerned about Iran's regional ambitions, according to a new study for Congress. 

 

LEGAL: 
22. U.S. To Discipline Nine Soldiers In Afghan Incidents 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 27 AUG 12) ... Dion Nissenbaum 

WASHINGTON—The U.S. military is expected to discipline nine service members on Monday in connection with two incidents 
that sparked widespread outrage in Afghanistan, including the burning of copies of the Quran at one of the country's largest military 
bases. 

 

NEIL ARMSTRONG: 
23. Moonwalker, Former Navy Pilot Armstrong Dies 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 25 AUG 12) ... Lisa Cornwell 

CINCINNATI — Neil Armstrong was a quiet self-described nerdy engineer who became a global hero when as a steely-nerved 
pilot he made “one giant leap for mankind” with a small step on to the moon. The modest man who had people on Earth entranced and 
awed from almost a quarter million miles away has died. He was 82. 
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OUTREACH: 
24. Navy Week Comes To Cleveland 
Wadsworth Sailor to throw out first pitch 
(AKRON (OH) BEACON JOURNAL 26 AUG 12) ... Jim Carney 

The Navy will drop anchor in Cleveland this week as part of the commemoration of the bicentennial of the War of 1812. 
 

25. Commodore Perry's Ship Sails Into City From Past 
Replica vessel a signature of Navy Week 
(TOLEDO BLADE 26 AUG 12) ... Erica Blake 

Dressed in green fatigues and wearing a leg harness, Midshipman Dominic Gray carefully climbed the lines toward the top of the 
masts on the U.S. Brig Niagara, ready to take orders on how to hoist the ship's square sails. 

 

COMMENTARY: 
26. Shared Goals Help Avoid U.S.-China Clash 
(SINGAPORE STRAITS TIMES 27 AUG 12) ... William Choong 

When in his element, Professor Hugh White is a revelation compared with many other stuffy academics expounding on the 
intricacies of international relations. His graduate classes at the Australian National University (at which I spent several years) are 
riveting, and draw a huge number of students. 

 
27. U.S. And China: Clash Of Rising Powers 
Tit for tat game must end 
(SINGAPORE STRAITS TIMES 25 AUG 12) ... Sam Bateman 

Increasing competition is evident in the South China Sea between China on the one hand, and the United States, the Philippines 
and Vietnam on the other. This competition makes the development of effective regimes for managing the sea and its resources more 
difficult. 

 
28. Building A Durable Afghan Peace 
(WASHINGTON POST 26 AUG 12) ... John R. Allen 

KABUL -- We can achieve what we set out to do in Afghanistan, defeating al-Qaeda and denying it a haven, but that depends on 
achieving an Afghanistan that can stand on its own. 

 
29. Reckless Defense Cuts Would Hurt Small Firms And Military 
(ORLANDO SENTINEL 26 AUG 12) ... Roy Sweatman 

There's a famous scene in the movie "Apollo 13," as legendary Flight Director Gene Kranz is pushing his team to find a way to 
save the mission. "We're gonna have to figure it out," he says. "I want people in our simulators working re-entry scenarios. I want you 
guys to find every engineer who designed every switch, every circuit, every transistor and every light bulb that's up there. Then I want 
you to talk to the guy in the assembly line who actually built the thing." 

 
30. Sequestration Would Destroy U.S. Economy 
(BALTIMORE SUN 27 AUG 12) ... Clayola Brown 

Across America, manufacturing workers and their families are starting to hope again. Unemployment remains unacceptably high 
at 8.2 percent, but it has come down from 10 percent in October 2009. After the worst recession since the Great Depression, the U.S. 
economy has created 4 million jobs over the past two years. 

 
31. American Sea Power In The 21st Century 
(SOUTHEAST MISSOURIAN 24 AUG 12) ... Wayne Bowen 

The U.S. Navy is the indispensable guarantor of our nation's overseas interests, the branch of the armed forces most compatible 
with our individual liberties, and the clearest means of rapidly asserting our international strength and asynchronous military 
superiority. For these reasons, funding for the navy ships, systems and personnel should be considered "first among equals" in our 
military spending, especially under our current budgetary crisis. 

 
32. The Case For Coveralls 
(NAVY TIMES 03 SEP 12) ... Editorial 

Navy leaders once again are wading into the dense jungle of cammie controversy, looking now at ditching the aquaflage Navy 
Working Uniform in favor of the desert and woodland patterns for fleetwide wear. 
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TOP STORIES: 
1. Attacks On Soldiers And Civilians Leave Dozens Dead In Afghanistan 
(NEW YORK TIMES 27 AUG 12) ... Graham Bowley and Richard A. Oppel Jr. 

KABUL, Afghanistan — Two American soldiers were 
shot and killed by a member of the Afghan Army in eastern 
Afghanistan on Monday when a dispute broke out during a 
joint American and Afghan patrol, Afghan officials said. 

There were unconfirmed reports that the dispute erupted 
after the convoy was hit by a roadside bomb. NATO 
confirmed that two of its soldiers had been killed by a member 
of the Afghan Army. 

In a separate episode in the southeast, attackers killed 10 
Afghan soldiers at a checkpoint in Helmand Province early on 
Monday, in what a provincial spokesman described as the 
latest attack by insurgents who had infiltrated the Afghan 
military. 

The Taliban, meanwhile, cut the throats of 17 civilians — 
including two women — in a rural, Taliban-controlled district 
of Helmand on Sunday, Afghan officials said. 

The killing of American soldiers in the east, in Laghman 
Province, took to 42 the number of coalition soldiers shot by 
Afghan police and military forces so far this year, 12 of them 
this month alone. 

Noor Rahman, a Laghman police official, said the 
shooting happened at about 9 a.m. in the Alingar district. “A 
verbal argument erupted and fire was exchanged,” he said. Lt. 
Col. Hagen Messer, a NATO spokesman in Kabul, said that 
the Afghan soldier was shot and killed in a return of fire and 
that no other coalition soldiers were wounded. 

“According to our initial operational reporting, a service 
member of the ANA turned his weapon against ISAF forces, 
killing two ISAF service members,” he said, referring to the 
Afghan Army and the International Security Assistance Force, 
the formal name of the NATO-led force. “Isaf forces returned 
fire, killing the attacker.” 

The shooting of the Afghan soldiers in the south in 
Helmand Province took place at a checkpoint in the Washir 
district, according to Dawood Ahmadi, the spokesman for the 
Helmand governor. 

Mr. Ahmadi said five other Afghan soldiers fled the 
checkpoint. He described these as insurgents who had 
infiltrated the Afghan Army and plotted to carry out the attack. 

“The enemy does not have the strength to fight our forces 
face to face,” he said. “Therefore they try to carry out attacks 
by infiltrating in Afghan forces.” 

The number of so-called green-on-green, or insider, 
attacks by Afghan police and military forces on their own 
troops has risen sharply over the past two years, mirroring a 
similar increase in attacks by Afghan forces on NATO troops 

The majority of attacks on Western forces are motivated 
by outrage or personal disputes, officials say. But officials 
blame infiltration by the Taliban for most of the Afghan-on-
Afghan attacks. 

Early reports were confusing, however. The Ministry of 
Defense in Kabul, while confirming the deaths, did not 
characterize them as a result of an insider shooting. They said 
the attack was carried out by “a large number of insurgents” 
using light and heavy weapons. A spokesman, Dawlat Waziri, 
said five other soldiers were wounded. 

In the case of the throat-cuttings in Helmand, officials 
said the authorities were investigating the reasons for the 
killings, which occurred in the Kajaki district. “The 
government does not have access to this area because of the 
strong Taliban presence,” said Mr. Ahmadi, the provincial 
spokesman. 

He vowed that a military operation would be carried out 
there soon. He said none of the victims had any ties to the 
government. 

The Afghan Interior Ministry provided a very similar 
account of the killings and called them “another unforgivable 
and shameful crime.” The ministry said the attack took place 
in the Shah Kariz region of Kajaki on Sunday when “armed 
Taliban opened fire” and slit the throats of “17 innocent 
civilians, including two women.” 

By late Monday morning a disagreement had emerged 
between local Helmand officials about the killings. 

Haji Naimatullah Khan, the governor of the Musa Qala 
district, which borders Kajaki to the west, said the throat-
cuttings occurred in Musa Qala, in a village known Roshan 
Abad. 

He confirmed the death toll of 17 — including two 
women — but said the men who were killed either did have 
links to the government or were providing information to the 
authorities. The women were killed, he said, because they had 
begged for the Taliban to spare the lives of the men. He said 
he based his account on reports from witnesses and relatives 
of the victims. 

“Sometimes they provided intelligence information to the 
government, and the Taliban learned that these are the people 
who had links with government,” Haji Khan said of the 
victims. “They were detained in their homes and taken away.” 

“The area is not secure, and there is a heavy presence of 
Taliban,” he said. 

Taimoor Shah contributed reporting from Kabul, and an 
employee of The New York Times from Helmand Province. 

Return to Index 
 

2. North Korea, Japan To Hold First Direct Talks In Four Years 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 26 AUG 12) ... Kelly Olsen 

North Korea and Japan this week hold their first direct 
talks in four years with attention focused on whether they can 
show progress in overcoming deep-rooted suspicions that have 
hamstrung ties. 

The two countries, at odds for decades, have never had 
formal diplomatic relations. When they do talk, they 

sometimes choose the neutral and geographically convenient 
venue of China's capital. 

For Japan, North Korea's past abductions of its citizens, 
sabre-rattling ballistic missile tests over Japanese territory and 
underground nuclear experiments have curbed progress on 
normalising relations. 
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North Korea, meanwhile, criticises Japan's military 
alliance with the United States, colonisation of the Korean 
peninsula in the first half of the 20th century and treatment of 
ethnic Koreans in Japan. 

The one-day working-level talks Wednesday in Beijing 
are also being closely watched for clues about the foreign 
policy of North Korea's new leader Kim Jong-Un, who took 
over after his father Kim Jong-Il died in December. 

Toshimitsu Shigemura, professor of Korean studies at 
Waseda University in Tokyo, expects little progress, noting 
Japan wants to discuss the abductions though it is unclear if 
Pyongyang will go along. 

"If the North rejects Tokyo's wishes, the talks could easily 
be deadlocked," Shigemura said. "The North has different 
objectives from the meeting, which are money and food, while 
Tokyo's priority is to talk about the kidnapping." 

Pyongyang admitted in 2002 its agents kidnapped 
Japanese in the 1970s and 1980s to help train spies, by 
teaching them the Japanese language and culture. 

It allowed five of them and their family members to go 
home, while claiming the rest died. Many Japanese believe 
some are alive. 

Jin Matsubara, Japan's state minister for the abduction 
issue, said Friday that further progress could yield big 
dividends in humanitarian aid. 

Heavily militarised North Korea, with the exception of its 
showcase capital Pyongyang, is largely impoverished and 
struggles to feed its people. 

Cheong Seong-Chang, an analyst at the Sejong Institute in 
South Korea, expressed optimism the meeting could lay the 
groundwork for improved ties if Japan shows patience. 

"North Korea needs money more than ever, and Japan has 
the idea it needs to improve relations with the North even on a 
restricted basis," he said, adding Tokyo could use the 
encounter as a "stepping stone" to discuss the abductions. 

The meeting also comes as Japan is locked in a bitter 
territorial dispute with South Korea, North Korea's arch-rival, 
over competing claims to small islands controlled by Seoul. 

A visit to the islands -- called Dokdo in South Korea and 
Takeshima in Japan -- this month by President Lee Myung-
Bak, the first by a South Korean leader, has provoked anger in 
Japan. 

Ralph Cossa, president of Pacific Forum CSIS in 
Honolulu, said using the meeting to get in digs at South Korea 
may be a point of mutual interest for Pyongyang and Tokyo. 

"It could put pressure on Seoul and could remind them 
that Japan's not going to bend over backwards to cooperate 
with the South when the South is suddenly starting to play the 
anti-Japan card in its domestic politics," he said. 

Return to Index 
 

3. The Manning Message 
Fleet’s top leaders hit the road to answer sailors’ personnel questions 
(NAVY TIMES 03 SEP 12) ... Mark D. Faram 

NAVAL AIR STATION JACKSONVILLE, Fla. — The 
Navy’s top personnel officer says he expects the service’s 
nearly 10,000-billet gap at sea to be fixed by fiscal 2014. 

That’s part of the message the chief of naval personnel, 
Vice Adm. Scott Van Buskirk, is taking to the fleet — most 
recently to sailors at Naval Station Mayport, Fla., and NAS 
Jacksonville, where he spoke to multiple groups of sailors 
Aug. 22-23. 

He’s not the only one presenting a sea manning road 
show. Chief of Naval Operations Adm. Jon Greenert made a 
similar visit Aug. 22 to Groton, Conn., and Juan Garcia, the 
assistant secretary of the Navy for manpower and reserve 
affairs, was set to make similar visits to sailors in Japan at the 
end of the month. 

The mission is in part to do a better job explaining recent 
manpower decisions in the Navy. The Aug. 20 cover story of 
Navy Times highlighted confusion in the ranks — and on 
Capitol Hill — over some recent Navy manning decisions. 

Why, for example, is the Navy offering big sea duty 
bonuses for ratings that were targeted in the firing of nearly 
3,000 enlisted sailors during two enlisted retention boards? 

“Being out here gives me the chance to describe the force 
management actions we’ve been taking and why we’ve been 
taking them,” Van Buskirk said. “It also gives me the chance 
to get a pulse of the fleet, the tone of what’s going on, to take 
back to leadership in Washington.” 

In that effort, he explained to a gathered auditorium at 
NAS Jacksonville that the demand on the Navy is growing as 
the ground war winds down in Afghanistan. Van Buskirk said 
he needs sailors to volunteer for sea duty, while the service 
works to get its manning picture right. 

He said he understands how some sailors made a direct 
connection between the ERB and the sea duty shortages, as 
well as the Navy offering monetary incentives to fill sea duty 
billets, but insists there’s only an indirect correlation between 
the two. 

“We knew going in [to the ERB] that by taking that 
approach that we’d have billets [afterward] that need to be 
filled ashore and at sea,” he said, adding that sea duty 
shortages are not just a result of the ERB. 

Fixing sea manning, Van Buskirk said, is the next piece in 
the manning puzzle the Navy must tackle. It’s a puzzle that 
began 10 years ago, when the Navy started to draw down the 
force, and continued with the creation of Perform to Serve, the 
program where sailors with up to 14 years of service must 
compete to stay, and the ERBs. 

“We have come down from about 390,000 10 years ago to 
320,000, and our leadership has made the commitment to 
stabilize our workforce [at that level],” he said. “In order to 
stabilize that workforce, now we need to get the balance right, 
and you’ve seen the actions we’ve taken to get the 
distributable inventory out to sea.” 

The mix of short-term voluntary programs — including 
Sea Duty Incentive Pay bonuses ranging from $500 to $1,000 
per month — and involuntary programs will help fill the short-
term needs to keep deploying ships properly manned with 
needed people and skills, Van Buskirk said. 

The involuntary part of the picture, including pulling 
sailors from shore duty to return to sea, will affect only about 
200 to 400 sailors, as a short-term measure. 
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Van Buskirk said he hopes it will be the voluntary 
programs that make the difference in the long haul in bringing 
the sea manning shortfalls to a manageable level. 

Other new initiatives include high-year tenure waivers for 
those who take sea orders, and the chance for volunteers to 
choose their home port. Van Buskirk reiterated that the Navy’s 
willing to pay both those pulled involuntarily to sea, and those 
who volunteer with critical skills. 

In terms of manning, “we’ll never be 100 percent,” Van 
Buskirk said. “It’s going to be somewhere in the 90s. I think 
we’re looking toward the end of [fiscal year] ’13 and 
beginning of [fiscal] ’14. 

“There are other ‘tensions’ that could affect this, such as 
having more ships in commission [than planned], but we think 
we’ve got a pretty good target as we work toward ’13 and ’14 
to where we need to be.” 

ERB Lessons Learned 
Last year’s ERBs continued to be on the minds of those in 

the fleet as the Sept. 1 separation deadline approached for 
those affected. 

As Greenert told his audience in Groton, “It’s a hot 
topic,” then added, “It was a year ago, it’s done, I’m not going 
to do another one.” 

Van Buskirk also fielded a question from a member of his 
NAS Jacksonville audience, who asked what lessons were 
learned from the ERBs. 

“It’s understanding the second-and third-order effects of 
when you do something like this — anything, not just the ERB 
— that sometimes it’s difficult to see until you execute,” Van 
Buskirk said. 

Using the aviation community as an example — which he 
said was “hit pretty hard” — he described how many of those 
who were cut had other qualifications that the board didn’t 
see, such as quality assurance. 

Though quality assurance is an important part of aviation 
squadron maintenance — ensuring jobs are done correctly and 
within standards — it’s a command-level qualification and not 
something the ERB was tasked with looking at in making 
decisions. 

“From an ERB standpoint, we did it by rating … but it 
isn’t just about the rating — or perhaps [Navy enlisted 
classifications],” he said. 

“So you had people who were part of the ERB and had 
that qual,” he said. “[Commands] didn’t just lose somebody 
from that rating but someone with another certification, which 
wasn’t part of the plan.” He also said that the service didn’t 
anticipate the extent to which advancement would be affected, 
either. But for those in the fleet, who have experienced some 
of the highest advancements in years, that isn’t a bad thing. 

“That wasn’t the reason we did ERB,” Van Buskirk 
added. “But I will tell you it had more impact on 
advancements than we thought would occur.” 

Return to Index 
 
 

ASIA – PACIFIC: 
4. China Is Said To Be Bolstering Missile Capabilities 
(NEW YORK TIMES 25 AUG 12) ... Keith Bradsher 

HONG KONG — China is moving ahead with the 
development of a new and more capable generation of 
intercontinental ballistic missiles and submarine-launched 
missiles, increasing its existing ability to deliver nuclear 
warheads to the United States and to overwhelm missile 
defense systems, military analysts said this week. 

Over all, China’s steady strengthening of its military 
capabilities for conventional and nuclear warfare has long 
caused concern in Congress and among American allies in 
East Asia, particularly lately as China has taken a more 
assertive position regarding territorial claims in the East China 
and South China Seas. 

The Global Times, a newspaper directly controlled by the 
Chinese Communist Party, reported Wednesday that China 
was developing the capability to put multiple warheads on 
intercontinental ballistic missiles, or ICBMs. But the 
newspaper disputed a report in Jane’s Defense Weekly that the 
latest Chinese ICBM, the Dongfeng-41, had been tested last 
month. 

A Pentagon spokesman asked to comment did not directly 
address the potential new Chinese missile capability, but said 
the United States “remains committed to maintaining healthy, 
stable, reliable and continuous military-to-military relations 
with China and regularly discusses ways to reduce tensions 
and build trust in the region.” 

The spokesman, Lt. Col. Damien Pickart, said the United 
States carefully monitored China’s military developments and 
urged China “to exhibit greater transparency regarding its 
capabilities and intentions.” 

Larry M. Wortzel, of the United States-China Economic 
and Security Review Commission, a panel created by 
Congress, said that China was developing the capability to put 
as many as 10 nuclear warheads on an ICBM, although 
dummy warheads could be substituted for some of the nuclear 
warheads. The dummy warheads would have heat and 
electromagnetic devices designed to trick missile defense 
systems, he said. 

“The bigger implication of this is that as they begin to 
field a force of missiles with multiple warheads, it means 
everything we assume about the size of their nuclear arsenal 
becomes wrong,” said Mr. Wortzel, who is a former military 
intelligence officer and retired Army colonel. 

China has separately tested submarine-launched missiles 
in recent weeks, which it could use to outflank American 
missile detection systems, Mr. Wortzel said. Most of the radar 
arrays that the United States has deployed against ballistic 
missiles were built during the cold war to detect attacks over 
polar routes. 

Sun Zhe, a professor of international relations at Tsinghua 
University in Beijing, said that China was developing its 
military forces only in response to continued efforts by other 
countries, particularly the United States, to improve their own 
forces. 

“We have again and again said that we will not be the first 
country to use nuclear force,” he said. “We need to be able to 
defend ourselves, and our main threat, I’m afraid, comes from 
the United States.” 
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China’s development of long-range missiles is part of a 
much broader military expansion made possible by rapid 
budget growth in tandem with the Chinese economy, which 
had an output of $7.5 trillion last year, compared with $1.2 
trillion in 2000. 

China began sea trials last year for its first aircraft carrier, 
a retrofitted version of a Soviet vessel, and has begun talking 
this summer about the eventual construction of up to five 
aircraft carriers. China also began conducting fairly public 
flight tests in January last year for the J-20, its new stealth 
fighter jet. 

The scale of China’s strategic missile program is much 
more secret. The Pentagon estimates that China currently has 
55 to 65 ICBMs. China is also preparing two submarines for 
deployment, each with 12 missiles aboard, Mr. Wortzel said. 

Those forces are dwarfed by those of the United States, 
which is cutting its inventory to 1,550 strategic nuclear 
weapons by 2018 under the latest arms control agreement with 
Russia. 

Western forecasts vary on how many of the new 
Dongfeng-41 missiles China will produce, with 20 to 32 
mobile launching systems planned. The mobile launchers 
make it harder to find and destroy a missile before it is 
launched. If each missile has 10 nuclear warheads, that could 
result in a few hundred to several hundred nuclear weapons. 

But Tom Z. Collina, the research director of the Arms 
Control Association, said that China might not actually deploy 
multiple warheads without first developing and testing smaller 
warheads. And China signed the Comprehensive Test Ban 
Treaty in 1996, agreeing not to conduct further nuclear tests. 

The United States has tried to reassure Russia and China 
that its limited ballistic missile defenses are designed only to 
shoot down one or a few missiles launched by a rogue state. 
But missile defense advocates in the United States favor more 
ambitious, and also far costlier, systems, a spirited debate that 
has been followed with nervousness in Moscow and Beijing. 

The United States has been considering where it can best 
place additional high-tech radar systems designed to track 
ballistic missiles. American forces currently have one in 
northern Japan and others that are deployed from time to time 
at sea. The Wall Street Journal reported this week on 
discussions of whether to put two more on land, in southern 
Japan and in Southeast Asia. 

American officials have repeatedly said that their main 
concern is North Korea, which has been testing long-range 
missiles and developing nuclear weapons. But Chinese 
officials and experts have been suspicious that American 
defense systems are aimed at their country’s forces as well. 

“I have no doubt that one of the goals of the missile 
defenses is to contain threats from North Korea, but 
objectively speaking, a high-tech expansion of U.S. military 
biceps impacts China, too,” said Shi Yinhong, a professor of 
international relations at Renmin University in Beijing. He 
added that discussions had taken place in China on whether to 
develop missile defense systems as well. 

Adam Century contributed reporting from Beijing, and 
Thom Shanker from Washington. Mia Li contributed research 
from Beijing. 
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5. U.S. Missile Shield Plan Seen Stoking China Fears 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 25 AUG 12) ... Brian Spegele, James Hookway and Yuka Hayashi 

The U.S. decision to expand its missile-defense shield in 
the Asia-Pacific region, ostensibly to defend against North 
Korea, could feed Chinese fears about containment by the 
U.S. and encourage Beijing to accelerate its own missile 
program, analysts say. 

The new effort, which includes the deployment of an 
early-warning radar system, known as X-Band, in Japan—and 
possibly another in Southeast Asia—reflects America's 
deepening military and security engagement in the region after 
a decade focused on the Middle East and Afghanistan. 

A senior U.S. official acknowledged that the Pentagon 
faces a hard sell convincing China's People's Liberation Army 
that the missile-defense architecture isn't designed to encircle 
them. "It sure looks like containment," the official said. 

U.S. State Department spokeswoman Victoria Nuland 
said the missile defenses aren't directed at containing China. 

At a news conference Friday, Japan's defense minister 
Satoshi Morimoto confirmed that Tokyo and Washington 
"have had various discussions over missile defenses, including 
how to deploy the U.S.'s X-Band radar system." He added the 
government needed "a little more time" before disclosing 
details. 

The news of the U.S. plans, reported in The Wall Street 
Journal earlier this week, strikes a nerve in a region concerned 
about the growing assertiveness of China. 

Many in Japan feel the nation should beef up its own 
defense capability and strengthen cooperation with the U.S. in 

the face of China's military expansion and North Korea's 
nuclear ambitions. India is alarmed about China expanding its 
naval presence in the Indian Ocean. Vietnam, meanwhile, is 
building stronger ties with the U.S. Navy, while the 
Philippines, too, is reviving its security relationship with 
Washington amid a series of territorial disputes with China in 
the South China Sea. 

However, security analysts say the strategy risks further 
antagonizing Chinese leaders, who are already under pressure 
from vocal nationalists to defend the country's strategic 
interests. 

"China will make a meal of this politically. To them it 
underscores their propaganda points about the pivot to Asia 
revealing America's Cold War mentality, that its purpose is to 
contain China," said Carl Thayer, an Asian security expert at 
the Australian Defence Force Academy in Canberra. 

China's Ministry of National Defense hasn't commented 
directly on the antimissile plans, but Thursday sounded a 
cautious note, saying, "China has always believed that 
antimissile issues should be handled with great discretion, 
from the perspective of protecting global strategic stability." 
China's Foreign Ministry separately echoed the sentiment. 

China is developing sophisticated new missiles, including 
those potentially capable of striking U.S. aircraft carriers 
operating in the Asia-Pacific. Those efforts are in part aimed 
at denying regional access to the U.S., which could complicate 
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Washington's efforts to defend Taiwan in the event of a 
conflict. 

Analysts say China may now be tempted to churn full 
speed ahead with this program in an effort to overwhelm an 
enhanced missile defense with firepower. 

"Attempting to overcome this reality would risk entering 
the U.S. into a race that it could not afford to wage, let alone 
win," wrote China security analysts Andrew Erickson and 
Gabe Collins in a commentary for The Wall Street Journal. 

The senior U.S. official said that while the system could 
be overwhelmed by a large-scale Chinese attack, U.S. missile-
interceptors guided by the X-Bands could repulse a more 
limited strike, protecting U.S. bases and ships. "You don't 
need to be 100% effective in order to create a situation where 
the other guy has to change his calculus," the U.S. official 
said. 

Japan has mixed emotions about the nation's defense and 
its long-standing security alliance with the U.S. Finding a 
home for the X-Band radar won't be easy because of the 
growing grass-root opposition to the American military 
presence in Japan. 

Japan already hosts an X-Band radar in the northern 
prefecture of Aomori. At the time it was installed in 2006, it 
faced concerns from local residents who feared presence of the 
radar would make them a target for potential enemy attacks. 
Others were opposed to the arrival of more U.S. personnel to 
man the facility. 

The Pentagon says North Korea is the immediate threat 
driving decision-making on missile defense. 

South Korea's Foreign Ministry declined to comment on 
the missile-defense plans, which follow a provocative rocket 
test launch by Pyongyang in April. The rocket, which the 
North Koreans said would deploy a satellite into space, 
crashed minutes after takeoff. 

Pyongyang previously launched long-range missiles in 
2006 and 2009, both of which also crashed soon after takeoff. 
U.S. intelligence agencies have long held that North Korea 
could have a missile capable of reaching the U.S. as early as 
2015 or 2016. 

Some U.S. defense officials have said a third X-Band 
radar could be positioned in the Philippines, which would 
potentially help Washington and its allies more accurately 
track ballistic missiles launched from North Korea and part of 
China. 

Raul Hernandez, assistant secretary at the Philippines 
Department of Foreign Affairs, said the Philippines hasn't 
been approached by the U.S. over basing an early-warning 
radar station there. 

Some analysts warn that the U.S. plan may further 
destabilize a region that faces volatile territorial disputes, 
competition for resources and growing nationalism. 

It may also force governments in the region to make 
uncomfortable choices. Sumathy Permal, a senior researcher at 
the Centre for Maritime Security and Diplomacy at the 
Maritime Institute of Malaysia, said that Malaysia values close 
ties with both the U.S. and China. "Malaysia may not want to 
upset either," she wrote in an email. 

Lora Saalman, a Beijing-based researcher at the Carnegie 
Endowment for International Peace, said that the X-Band 
radar issue "cuts to the heart of China's overall military 
modernization and role in Asia." 

However, she said a land-based X-Band radar is 
potentially somewhat less concerning to the Chinese than a 
sea-based one that could be more difficult for China to evade. 

"So this land-based X-Band radar is not entirely a worst-
case scenario for China," said Ms. Saalman. 

Adam Entous and Julian E. Barnes in Washington, 
Kwanwoo Jun in Seoul, P.R. Venkat in Singapore and Celine 
Fernandez in Kuala Lumpur contributed to this article. 
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6. U.S.' Islands Stance Opposed 
(CHINA DAILY 27 AUG 12) ... Cheng Guangjin and Tan Yingzi 

China is firmly opposed to the U.S.’ stance that the 
Diaoyu Islands fall within the scope of the U.S.-Japan security 
treaty, under which Washington would provide assistance if 
Tokyo’s territories came under an armed attack, a senior 
Chinese military official told his U.S. counterparts on Friday. 

The Diaoyu Islands and their affiliated islands are a part 
of China’s inherent territory, said Cai Yingting, deputy chief 
of the General Staff of the Chinese People’s Liberation Army. 
All of the recent illegal activities by the Japanese, including a 
bid to “purchase” the Diaoyu Islands and the decision by 
right-wing activists to land on the islands, are completely 
invalid, Cai said. 

During meetings with senior U.S. military and 
government officials, including U.S. Deputy Defense 
Secretary Ashton B. Carter, Cai said China is firmly opposed 
to the U.S. stance that the Diaoyu Islands fall within the scope 
of the 1960 U.S.-Japan Treaty of Mutual Cooperation and 
Security, under which Washington will provide assistance to 
Tokyo when the territories under Japan's administration are 
attacked. 

Carter said the Pentagon’s pivot to the Asia-Pacific region 
is not aimed at China nor an attempt to contain Beijing’s 
growing power in the region. 

The Chinese delegation arrived in the U.S. on Aug 20 for 
a week-long official visit amid simmering tensions over 
territorial disputes with Japan, an important U.S. ally in Asia. 

Japan’s Kyodo News said on Aug 22 that during a 
meeting in Washington between U.S. and Japanese senior 
officials the U.S. reaffirmed that the Diaoyu Islands issue falls 
under the scope of the U.S.-Japan Security Treaty. 

Japan’s Prime Minister Yoshihiko Noda on Friday told 
reporters that Japan claims the Diaoyu Islands as part of its 
territory. 

China on Friday expressed strong discontentment at 
Noda’s remarks, with Foreign Ministry spokesman Hong Lei 
saying that it “sabotages China’s territorial sovereignty”. 

Hong stressed that the Diaoyu Islands and surrounding 
islets “have been the inherent territory of China since ancient 
times” because they “were first found, named and used by 
Chinese”. 

Japan claimed its sovereign requirement in 1895 during 
the China-Japan War and seized the islands through illegal 
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means. “The saying that the Diaoyu Islands were an inherent 
territory of Japan is totally groundless,” Hong said. 

In June 1971, Japan and the U.S. signed a pact to hand 
over Okinawa to Japan. The Diaoyu Islands were mapped in 
the handover area. “It is a private trading of the Chinese 
territory,” Hong said. 

Noda is wrong in trying to legalize Japan’s occupation of 
the Diaoyu Islands by getting the U.S. to recognize them as 
falling within the security treaty, a practice that has no 
international legal basis to support it, said Si Pingping, a 
professor at East China University of Political Science and 
Law. 
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7. China Breaks The Ice On Northern Sea Route 
(KOREA HERALD 26 AUG 12) ... Ravi Velloor 

Look out, Singapore, Malaysia and Sri Lanka. A new 
chapter in maritime history is being written. 

Last week, the Chinese icebreaker Xue Long anchored in 
the Icelandic harbor of Skarfabakki after covering the 
15,000km distance from Qingdao harbor in six weeks. 

The brick-colored Xue Long or Snow Dragon is the 
largest icebreaker in the world that does not run on nuclear 
power. Nearly 170m from tip to tail, it is 23m wide and can 
sail through 1.1m of ice at a steady speed of 1.5 knots. 

The journey, traversing the East Siberian Sea and the 
Barents Sea, would have been shorter by more than a fortnight 
had the ship not made frequent stops for the scientists on 
board to gather marine and meteorological data. 

So, what’s the story? 
Well, the Xue Long is the first Chinese ship to traverse 

the northern sea route (NSR), opening up an Arctic passage 
for the world’s No. 2 economy, and Asia’s biggest, to reach 
Europe, avoiding the traditional journey through the Malacca 
Strait and around Sri Lanka’s southern tip, known as the Suez 
Canal route. 

Melting ice in the frigid Arctic, an area stuffed with 
natural resources, is opening up new possibilities to cut the sea 
route to Europe by as much as 40 percent. Data from the 
European Space Agency’s CryoSat-2 satellite suggests that 
900 cubic km of sea ice had melted during the past year, much 
more than previous credible estimates. 

Winter temperatures today are said to be 12.7 deg C 
warmer than in the three decades to 1990. Already, Arctic 
tourism is booming. According to some estimates, the passage 
may be fully open year-round as early as 2030, given the 
current pace of ice melt. 

Seymour Laxon of University College, London, where the 
European satellite data is being processed, recently told 
Britain’s Guardian newspaper that the iconic moment may 
come “very soon” when, one day in the summer, we will look 
at satellite imagery of the Arctic and see no ice, just open 
water. 

Merchant mariners are already preparing for the day. The 
number of merchant ships that have used the route rose nine 
times last year from 2010’s four vessels. That figure is poised 
to escalate as the maritime industry turns to nuclear-powered 
icebreakers, more powerful and quicker than the Ukraine-built 
Xue Long. Each of them would be capable of going through 
3m-thick ice like a hot knife through butter. 

China, no slouch when it comes to seizing strategic 
opportunities, is right there and ready. 

In April, Chinese Premier Wen Jiabao visited Iceland and 
Sweden ― both Arctic Council members. Economic 
opportunities aside, gripped by a growing sense of siege 
thanks to the American “pivot” to Asia, China sees the NSR 
also as a potential safety valve. 

Its leaders have made no fewer than seven trips to Arctic 
nations since 2009, signing multiple agreements, including a 
“strategic partnership” with Denmark. And it has ordered a 
second icebreaker ship. 

For all those reasons, the Xue Long’s passage is poised to 
bring more big power attention to the area. 

In Moscow, no less than President Vladimir Putin has 
been monitoring the Arctic in recent months. 

Putin knows the area could hold the key to future Russian 
prosperity. Russian Arctic defence strategy, now centred on 
the city of Murmansk, home to its Northern Fleet, is being 
recalibrated to the defence of the entire NSR and will probably 
move in tandem with the location and exploitation of natural 
gas and oil reserves along the Arctic Ocean’s continental 
shelf. 

“We will be setting up a network of support bases along 
the entire northern sea route where Emergency Ministry 
officers will be deployed to respond promptly and efficiently 
to any unexpected developments,” Putin recently told RIA 
Novosti news agency. 

The United States, which operates a military base in 
Thule, Greenland, is watching too. 

“We are confronted by a new ocean for the first time in 
500 years,” Rear Adm. David Titley of the U.S. Navy was 
quoted as saying recently. 

It may be time for world leaders to make sure that the area 
does not become another flashpoint of tension. 

Next month, as the United Nations General Assembly 
meets for its annual session, one proposal on the table ― 
backed by Greenpeace ― is for the Arctic to be declared a 
nature reserve. 

At some future date, there may be moves to declare the 
Arctic a demilitarized zone, in much the same way that the 
Antarctic is classified now. 

The opening of the NSR will have an impact on Asia’s 
trade patterns and logistics arrangements in the APEC zone. 
Three of Asia’s four biggest economies ― China, Japan and 
South Korea ― could find much use for the passage. 

A year ago, the Suezmax tanker Vladimir Tikhonov ― 
11/2 times the size of a U.S. Nimitz-class aircraft carrier ― 
became the largest vessel to move through the NSR. 
Denmark-based Nordic Bulk Carriers, which owns ships with 
some of the heaviest hulls in the world, plans to make up to 
eight voyages through the NSR this year, shipping ore to 
China from Murmansk. 

Rather than the usual 43 days taken through the Suez 
Canal route, the NSR will cut the journey to just 23 days for 
Nordic Bulk. Aside from the time saved ― the route could cut 
as much as $400,000 to $800,000 per trip in fuel and 
manpower costs, depending on the size of the vessel and the 
port it sails from. 
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PSA Corp. declined to comment but it is a safe bet that, 
two decades from now, perhaps sooner, the long-term 
calculations of ports like Singapore and Hambantota, near Sri 
Lanka’s southern tip where ships turn northward towards the 
Suez Canal, will need to take in this reality. 

To be sure, it will be a while before the ships, the 
navigation systems and the emergency support services are 

developed enough for sea captains to feel secure about guiding 
their vessels into the stormiest waters known to man, an area 
cloaked in darkness for six months of the year. 

But two or three decades ― the time estimated for the 
Arctic to be ice-free ― is but a blink of an eye in the history 
of man. 
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MIDEAST: 
8. Turkey Blocks Syrian Refugees 
Border crossing closure comes as officials warn they are reaching limit 
(WASHINGTON POST 27 AUG 12) ... Liz Sly 

ANTAKYA, Turkey — A surge in the number of Syrians 
seeking sanctuary from their country’s soaring violence 
prompted the Turkish government to halt the flow of refugees 
at two key border crossings Sunday amid an escalating 
humanitarian crisis that is swamping Syria’s neighbors and 
intensifying pressure for international intervention. 

The closure left more than 7,000 refugees stranded in 
olive groves just inside Syria at the two places where most of 
the Syrians cross, while Turkish officials look for a way to 
accommodate them at camps that can’t keep pace with the 
influx. 

But with more than 80,000 refugees in Turkey, nearly 
double the number a month ago, officials warned that the 
country is rapidly approaching the point at which it will no 
longer be able to cope. That could trigger a request for support 
at the United Nations for the creation of some form of 
internationally protected haven that would enable refugees to 
remain in Syria. 

Turkey has not decided how to address the accelerating 
refugee flow but is considering asking the United Nations to 
find a way “to keep those Syrian nationals safe on the Syrian 
side of the border,” said a government official who spoke on 
the condition of anonymity because of the sensitivity of the 
subject. “It is becoming a big burden. This could become a big 
issue, and we have to think about any kind of eventuality.” 

The Obama administration remains reluctant to become 
embroiled in what could prove to be a costly and unstoppable 
war that would risk engulfing the region, U.S. officials say. 

President Obama last week identified the use of chemical 
weapons by the regime against its opponents as a “red line” 
that would trigger American intervention. U.S. officials say 
they are monitoring the evolving situation and are discussing 
various options, including the imposition of a no-fly zone in 
northern Syria that would alleviate the burden on Turkey of 
accommodating the refugees. 

But although Turkish officials have been pressuring the 
United States to move toward some form of intervention 
because “they don’t want more refugees,” the United States is 
not convinced that the creation of any form of buffer zone 
would work to protect refugees or accelerate the demise of the 
regime, according to a senior U.S. administration official who 
spoke on the condition of anonymity because of the sensitivity 
of the subject. 

Discussions by U.S. contingency planners have focused 
on a variety of options. They range from what is being called 
“no-fly lite,” which would provide a haven for refugees but 

not require outright attacks on military facilities, to a full-scale 
no-fly zone similar to the one imposed over Libya last year, 
according to U.S. officials. 

The number of refugees being accommodated by Syria’s 
neighbors has already outstripped the United Nations’ 
projection of 185,000 by the end of the year, with more than 
200,000 registered in Turkey, Iraq, Jordan and Lebanon as of 
Friday. The number in Turkey has climbed by 10,000 since 
Turkey’s foreign minister, Ahmet Davutoglu, warned a week 
ago that Turkey would press for international action if the 
figure passed 100,000. The latest arrivals suggest that 
threshold could be reached within weeks, if not days. 

Hundreds More Deaths 
The rising refugee numbers coincide with a sharp spike in 

the already high levels of bloodshed in Syria, with the 17-
month-old uprising against the regime led by President Bashar 
al-Assad claiming an increased number of casualties in recent 
days. The Britain-based Syrian Observatory for Human Rights 
said 370 people were killed Saturday, among them as many as 
200 people whose bodies were discovered in the Damascus 
suburb of Darayya in what appeared to be one of the worst 
single incidents of mass killing since the crisis began. 

According to videos posted online by activist groups, 
most of the victims were men. Some may have been killed by 
shelling, but others appeared to have been shot in the head. 
More than 100 bodies were found together in a mosque where 
people had taken sanctuary, according to activist groups. The 
videos showed rows of bloodied corpses wrapped in blankets. 

On Sunday, the observatory group said 32 more bodies 
had been discovered amid the ruins of Darayya, bringing to 
320 the number killed in a five-day local offensive aimed at 
asserting government authority over a belt of territory ringing 
Damascus that had fallen under rebel control. 

The official Syrian Arab News Agency did not give a 
number of those killed in the offensive but said the push had 
been successful. 

“The armed forces cleared the town of Darayya in 
Damascus Countryside from terrorists, pursuing them ... and 
eliminating a large number of them,” it said. 

Darayya, once hailed as the epicenter of the peaceful 
protest movement, was one of the first towns outside 
Damascus to join the uprising and one of the last to take up 
arms, although in recent months it had become a stronghold of 
the Free Syrian Army. The departed U.S. ambassador to Syria, 
Robert Ford, made a symbolic visit there last September to 
attend the funeral of Ghiyath Matar, a peace activist who had 
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been tortured to death after his capture by Syrian security 
forces — a gesture of support for nonviolence at a time when 
the revolt was rapidly turning into an armed rebellion. 

If the killings are confirmed, said Britain’s Foreign Office 
minister for the Middle East, Alistair Burt, they would 
represent “an atrocity on a new scale,” highlighting “the 
urgent need for international action to bring an end to the 
violence.” 

Most of the refugees in Turkey are fleeing the daily 
shelling and aerial bombardments in northern Syria, where 
rebel advances last month into Aleppo, the commercial 
capital, raised opposition hopes that a swath of territory from 
which government forces have been ejected could be 
transformed into a haven. 

The mostly rural areas along the Turkish border where 
government forces are no longer present are nonetheless 
routinely subjected to artillery bombardments, airstrikes and 
attacks by combat helicopters, contributing to the continued 
flow of refugees. 

Nervous Neighbors 
Jordan, which is hosting 61,000 refugees and as many as 

100,000 Syrian residents, is also complaining that it is unable 

to cope with an accelerated influx of more than 2,000 refugees 
a day. “The number of refugees is growing, and our limited 
resources are thinning,” Jordan’s information minister, Samih 
al-Maaytah, said Sunday, the Associated Press reported. “The 
international community should come to the aid of the Syrian 
refugees.” 

In Lebanon, a spate of kidnappings of Syrians by a Shiite 
Lebanese clan has raised concerns for the safety of the 51,000 
refugees registered there and highlighted the potential for 
Syria’s conflict to ignite sectarian tensions. 

Iraq, which is hosting nearly 16,000 refugees, closed its 
main border crossing with Syria over the weekend after rebels 
were reported to be overrunning government buildings in the 
border town of Abu Kamal. 

Also Sunday, Syria’s vice president, Farouk al-Shara, 
made a rare public appearance that quelled weeks of rumors 
that he had defected. Shara, a Sunni, has been identified in a 
variety of peace proposals as the possible leader of a 
transitional government. But on Sunday, he was seen by 
reporters attending a meeting with a visiting Iranian official. 

Karen DeYoung and Anne Gearan in Washington 
contributed to this report. 
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9. Egyptian Leader Adds Rivals Of West To Syria Plan 
(NEW YORK TIMES 27 AUG 12) ... David D. Kirkpatrick 

CAIRO — Staking out a new leadership role for Egypt in 
the shaken landscape of the Arab uprisings, President 
Mohamed Morsi is reaching out to Iran and other regional 
powers in an initiative to halt the escalating violence in Syria. 

The initiative, centered on a committee of four that also 
includes Turkey and Saudi Arabia, is the first foreign policy 
priority taken up by Mr. Morsi, the Islamist who became 
Egypt’s first elected leader two months ago. 

Following failed efforts by the Arab League and United 
Nations to stop Syria’s descent into civil war, Mr. Morsi’s 
plan sets a notably assertive and independent course for an 
Egypt that is still sorting out its own transition. 

“We are determined to make this committee of four 
successful,” Yasser Ali, a spokesman for Mr. Morsi, said 
Sunday. He called the Syria crisis the main issue in the 
Egyptian president’s coming visit to China, which along with 
Iran and Russia has been a pillar of support for President 
Bashar al-Assad of Syria as his military assaulted opposition 
strongholds. “Part of the mission is in China, part of the 
mission is in Russia and part of the mission is in Iran,” Mr. Ali 
said. 

Coming at a moment of acute hand-wringing in the 
Western capitals over how an Islamist leadership of the largest 
Arab state might alter the American-backed regional order, 
Mr. Morsi’s focus bisects Washington’s customary division of 
the region, between Western-friendly states like Egypt and 
Saudi Arabia on the one hand and Iran on the other, said Emad 
Shahin, a political scientist at the American University in 
Cairo. 

But although it involves collaboration with American 
rivals, Mr. Morsi’s specific initiative, in particular, also 
appears largely harmonious with the stated Western objective 
of ending the Syrian bloodshed. 

“This is a reconfiguration of the regional and international 
politics of the region,” Mr. Shahin said. “It will, of course, 

raise concerns in Washington and Tel Aviv, but I don’t think 
this is a confrontational foreign policy. It is a regional foreign 
policy, tacking a regional problem through the capitals of the 
four most influential regional states, without looking through 
the prism of Washington and Tel Aviv.” 

Mr. Morsi has already called for Mr. Assad to leave 
power and end the bloodshed in Syria. The escalating violence 
there has taken on all the trappings of a proxy war that 
threatens to destabilize the entire region, with Iran among the 
main backers of the Assad government and Saudi Arabia and 
Turkey among the main backers of the rebels. 

Despite the failure of the Arab League and United 
Nations initiatives in Syria, some analysts argued that Mr. 
Morsi’s regional approach may have a better chance to broker 
a peace, in part because of the mutual hostility between Iran 
and the West. 

“Obviously, you need channels to the Assad regime — 
people who are uncomfortable with the way things stand and 
would like to be seen as playing a more positive role,” said 
Peter Harling, a Syria researcher at the International Crisis 
Group, speaking of Iran. “And any effort to reach Iran can’t 
include the Western camp; it would be impossible if the U.S. 
was involved.” 

The Egyptian foreign minister had already contacted his 
counterparts in the other three countries to arrange a 
preliminary meeting, Amr Roshdy, a Foreign Ministry 
spokesman, said Sunday. Mr. Morsi first proposed the 
initiative this month at a meeting of Muslim nations in Mecca, 
and Iranian state news media has reported that Iranian officials 
have publicly lauded the plan. 

Mr. Morsi is visiting Tehran this week to attend a meeting 
of an organization of so-called nonaligned states, but his 
spokesman, Mr. Ali, said the visit would last only a few hours, 
without any bilateral talks. He also dismissed speculation that 
Mr. Morsi planned to upgrade Egypt’s relations with Iran to 
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full diplomatic relations. The two countries cut off relations 
after the 1979 Iranian revolution, and each keeps only a lesser 
diplomatic outpost in the other’s capital rather than a full 
embassy, even though most other Arab states — even Saudi 
Arabia, Iran’s longtime rival — have restored full ties. 

Still, Mr. Ali called the inclusion of Iran in the regional 
contact group on Syria “an opportunity, because Iran is an 
active party in the Syrian issue.” 

“Iran could be part of the solution rather than part of the 
problem,” he said. “If you want to solve a problem, you have 
to gather all the parties that have a real influence on the 
problem.” 

The unorthodox combination of players in the proposed 
working group is a measure of the changing dynamics within 
the region. Mr. Morsi comes from the Muslim Brotherhood, a 
pan-Arab Islamist movement that has long been opposed to 
Saudi Arabia’s Western-friendly monarchy, which has 
outlawed the group as subversive. 

Both Egypt and Saudi Arabia have been fierce rivals of 
Iran. And while Iran has provided military and logistics 
support to the Assad government, both Turkey and Saudi 
Arabia have helped arm the rebels trying to bring it down. 

Mr. Morsi, though, may be well positioned to bring 
together the working group, analysts said. Egypt has 
credibility as “an emerging player in the Arab world and a 
somewhat successful model of a democratic transition in the 
Arab Spring,” said Mr. Harling of the International Crisis 
Group. 

He argued that Mr. Morsi’s connections through the 
Muslim Brotherhood to its militant Palestinian offshoot 
Hamas might facilitate negotiations because of Hamas’s deep 
ties inside Syria. Hamas kept a headquarters in Damascus until 
the uprising and maintains close ties with parts of the Syrian 
opposition as well as some within the Assad government. 

Mr. Morsi’s spokesman, Mr. Ali, stressed that the new 
president intended to make independence and openness the 
hallmarks of Egyptian foreign policy. “Egyptian diplomacy 
will be more active, more vibrant,” he said. “We have gone 
through a very long period of diplomatic stagnation, torpidity 
and rigidity.” He added: “We’re not counted in any axis or any 
old groupings. Therefore, our minds are open for everyone, 
and our hands are extended to everyone.” 

Still, Mr. Ali also made clear that at the moment Mr. 
Morsi was urgently concerned with the task of reviving 
Egypt’s moribund economy, and that could constrain its 
independence. 

He has said he hopes to sustain Egypt’s military 
partnership with the United States, which provides Egypt $1.3 
billion in annual military aid. 

Egypt has in recent months received $3 billion in loans 
from Saudi Arabia and Qatar. It is seeking a $4.8 billion loan 
from the International Monetary Fund. And the United States 
is in talks over the delivery of more than $1 billion in 
promised aid. 

After the subject of Syria, Mr. Ali said that seeking more 
foreign investment would be the “second element” of Mr. 
Morsi’s trip to China. As a gateway to Africa and the most 
populous Arab state, Egypt could be a trade depot for goods 
from China or a regional center of industry. 

But, he said, Mr. Morsi would also be working on 
redefining Egypt’s international role to befit its historical 
status as a regional leader. 

“We’re not competing with anyone and we don’t seek to 
form alliances, but we’re pursuing a real role for Egypt that it 
deserves,” he said. “Because it’s not a small country, whether 
in terms of geopolitics, or in terms of its population and 
demographics and the expertise. This is what’s meant by 
redefining Egypt’s regional role and national security.” 
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10. At Summit Meeting, Iran Has A Message For The World 
(NEW YORK TIMES 27 AUG 12) ... Thomas Erdbrink 

TEHRAN — At the entrance to the convention hall where 
Iran is sponsoring an international summit meeting are the 
crumpled wreckage of three cars driven by Iranian nuclear 
scientists who have been killed or hurt in bomb attacks. 
Placards with the photos of the scientists and their children 
stand alongside. 

The message is clear. As Iran plays host to the biggest 
international conference the Islamic republic has organized in 
its 33-year history, it wants to tell its side of the long standoff 
with the Western powers, which are increasingly convinced 
that Tehran is pursuing nuclear weapons. 

Tehran, which denies that it is after the bomb, believes the 
scientists were killed by Israeli agents, an assertion that Israel 
has not acknowledged but never fully disputed. 

The meeting of the so-called Nonaligned Movement, a 
group formed during the cold war that considers itself 
independent of the major powers, has so far proven to be 
something of a public relations success for Iran. 

Last week, the United Nations secretary general, Ban Ki-
moon, decided to attend despite pressure from the United 
States and Israel. Egypt’s new president also said he would 
come to the conference, although his country has long been 
estranged from Iran, and India’s prime minister plans to bring 

a delegation of 250 people in an attempt to advocate for more 
trade with Tehran. 

The announcements were seen as setbacks for efforts by 
the United States to isolate Iran and cripple it with sanctions. 

“Two-thirds of the world’s nations are here in Tehran,” 
Mohammad Khazaee, Iran’s ambassador to the United 
Nations, told reporters on Sunday. “Clearly this conference 
will be effective for us.” 

Iran’s foreign minister, Ali Akbar Salehi, opened the 
meeting’s early sessions on Sunday with a plea for the 120 
countries in the movement to oppose the sanctions imposed on 
his country, and he asked them to stand against terrorism, 
saying Iran is the biggest victim of terrorist attacks in the 
world. An exhibition in the convention hall echoed his 
assertions, including pictures of victims of what Iran said were 
opposition bombings in the 1980s, soon after the Islamic 
Revolution, and of the downing of an Iranian passenger jet by 
a missile fired from a United States Navy ship in 1988, in 
what American officials say was an accident. 

He also said the United States had “exploited” the Sept. 
11, 2001, terrorist attacks to further its “hegemonic goals.” 

Given that history, Iran says it has decided not to take any 
chances and has launched a comprehensive security operation. 
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More than 110,000 security forces are controlling the streets, 
the deputy national police commander, Ahmad Radan, told the 
Fars news agency over the weekend. 

They are supported by 30 helicopters and nearly 3,000 
patrol cars. There are roadblocks on all highways leading into 
Tehran, and at night there are checkpoints throughout the city. 

“Despite the evil intentions of our enemies, our secret 
service has taken all necessary measures in order to hold the 
nonaligned meeting in an absolute secure environment,” Iran’s 
minister of intelligence, Heydar Moslehi, told state news 
agency IRNA. 

But the tight security might have another goal: to ensure 
Iran’s narrative is not spoiled by its domestic political 
difficulties, three years after the country was convulsed by 
antigovernment protests that followed a disputed election and 
were quashed in a harsh crackdown. 

Foreign-based opposition Web sites called for renewed 
rallies against the government during the summit meeting. 

Iran’s supreme leader, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, is 
expected to address the conference this week. And in an effort 
to prove that its nuclear program is peaceful, Iran is offering 
special tours of some of its nuclear sites. 

Like most countries given a chance at worldwide 
exposure — witness London’s Olympics — Iran is taking 
other steps to present its best face. 

An army of gardeners and street cleaners have been 
sprucing up main thoroughfares. One billboard reads: 
“Nonaligned Movement represents the struggle against racism, 
colonialism, hegemony and foreign oppression.” Floating 
above the city’s main Haft-e Tir square was a balloon carrying 
a message: “Iran, a peaceful and kind nation.” 

The government even took the unusual step of subsidizing 
trips out of town for Tehran residents, to clear the city’s 

always-congested roads. Despite the economic pain of recent 
sanctions, the government offered those with fuel-subsidy 
cards an extra 30 liters of gasoline at reduced rates so they 
could leave the city. Tehran’s 12 million residents will also 
enjoy a five-day official holiday starting Tuesday, when the 
leaders begin gathering. 

State television has presented the meeting as a “turning 
point,” after which Iran’s importance will grow. 

The vice president for international affairs, Ali Sa’idloo, 
told state television that “Zionist” media had been censoring 
news about the event because it was too positive. 

Many Iranians said they were impressed with the fresh 
paint jobs on buildings. But in an indication of the country’s 
economic setbacks, some said they wished they had not been 
given five days off. 

“I need money, so I need to work, but now we must stay 
home,” said Ali Kamali, a bookbinder. 

For Iran’s most hard-line officials, such suggestions were 
unrealistic. They hailed the summit meeting as a sign that the 
end of Western dominance was near. 

“Electing Iran as leader of the Nonaligned Movement 
shows that a global resistance against America and the 
Zionists has taken shape,” Mohammad Reza Naghdi, the 
commander of a paramilitary group, told the semiofficial Fars 
news agency. “America better give up, as this is yet another 
sign of its collapse.” 

It is clear that the conference is helping Iran gets its 
message out. 

On Sunday, some delegates were shown on state TV 
denouncing terrorism as they stood in front of the nuclear 
scientists’ mangled cars. 
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HURRICANE: 
11. Navy Base Planes Evacuate Ahead Of Isaac 
Training jets bound for bases in Texas 
(PENSACOLA NEWS JOURNAL 26 AUG 12) ... Rob Johnson 

The slow sleepiness of a summer afternoon gave way to 
urgency on the tarmac at Pensacola Naval Air Station on 
Sunday as pilots evacuated 45 training planes to destinations 
far from Hurricane Isaac. 

“We’re just not taking any chances with our aircraft,” 
base spokesman Harry White said. 

The base’s training inventory consists of both jets and 
propeller-powered planes owned by the Navy and Air Force. 

They started lining up at noon and made their exits 
gradually over the next three hours or so. The Navy planes are 
headed for the Joint Reserve Base near Fort Worth, Texas, and 
the Air Force crafts went to Randolph Air Force Base in the 
San Antonio area. 

Although much of the base appeared to be in weekend 
relaxation mode, with Domino’s delivering pizza to barracks 
and Spanish moss barely moving in the gentle breeze, some 
other not-so-subtle measures in advance of the storm were 
being taken. 

On the other side of the base from the aircraft departures 
at Sherman Field, sandbags were piled up two and three rows 
high in front of some doors at the Naval Air Training Center, 
where about 5,000 Sailors are enrolled in a variety of schools 
from avionics to fire fighting. 

Nearby, a pier on Pensacola Bay that’s usually home to 
several Navy and Air Force boats used for training in water 
suvival techniques, and for security, was empty. The boats 
have been removed from the water and moved inland on the 
base to the Bayou Grande Marina, where they’re tied down on 
a parking lot. 

“We have moved both military boats and some private 
boats that were in rented space at Sherman Cove Marine,” said 
White. The private boats are owned by both active duty 
personnel and retirees who pay monthly storage fees, he said. 

But on Monday, White said, the base expects to operate as 
close to normal as possible, with both military and civilian 
personnel reporting to work and the National Naval Aviation 
Museum open. 
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PERSONNEL: 
12. History Maker: Aurora Native First Black Woman To Be 3-Star Admiral 
(DENVER POST 25 AUG 12) ... Joey Bunch 

A woman who grew up in Aurora has made history — 
again. Vice Admiral Michelle Janine Howard on Friday 
became the first African-American woman promoted to a 
three-star rank in the U.S. armed forces, as she became a 
deputy commander of U.S. Fleet Forces. 

Howard, a 1978 graduate of Gateway High School, 
already was the first African-American woman to command a 
U.S. Navy warship, the first female graduate of the Naval 
Academy to achieve the rank of rear admiral and the first 
African-American woman to command an expeditionary strike 
group at sea. 

Her most recent assignment was as chief of staff to the 
director for strategic plans and policy for the Joint Staff at the 
Pentagon. 

She was nominated by President Barack Obama to 
become vice admiral April 12 and confirmed by the U.S. 
Senate on May 24. 

How does such an accomplished American keep it in 
perspective? 

"I'm married; I have a husband who keeps me grounded," 
she said by phone Friday of her husband Wayne Cowles, a 
retired Marine. 

A contingent of Coloradans, including a childhood friend 
from Aurora, Mark Jessup, made the trip for Friday's history-
making ceremony in Norfolk, Va. 

Her father, Clarence Howard, an Air Force master 
sergeant who was once stationed at Lowry Air Force Base, 
passed away 
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UNIFORMS: 
13. Bye-Bye Blueberries? 
Top-level talks could spell end for aquaflage NWU 
(NAVY TIMES 03 SEP 12) ... Mark D. Faram 

The Navy’s aquaflage uniform has only been around a 
few years, but there’s a message getting louder from many 
rank-and-file and senior officials alike: Ditch the blueberries. 

While some sailors like the blue working uniform, plenty 
others have complained that it’s uncomfortable in hot 
climates, ill-fitting and can’t stand up to multiple washings. 

Now, there are high-level talks among senior officials to 
shelve the Type I Navy Working Uniform, replacing it 
fleetwide with the woodland pattern Type IIIs or a 
combination of the woodland NWU and the desert-pattern 
Type IIs. 

“There are some in the Navy’s leadership who think it 
makes sense to eventually shift everyone into the Type III or 
possibly a mix of the Type II and Type III, sometime in the 
future,” confirmed a senior Navy official who is also a 
member of the uniform board. The official would only speak 
to Navy Times on condition of anonymity. 

In speaking to deck-plate sailors, this official said they are 
asking for a better-fitting uniform, and many praise the NWU 
Type II and Type III, which are made of a thinner material. 

“The fit of the Type III is so much better,” said Logistics 
Specialist 1st Class (EXW) Jennifer Almero in an interview 
with Navy Times. “It’s something in the sizing and how it’s 
cut that’s different.” Almero is from the San Diego-based 
Mobile Expeditionary Support Unit, which falls under Navy 
Expeditionary Combat Command. Sailors under this command 
wear the NWU Type III as their full-time working uniform. 

Logistics Specialist 1st Class (SW/AW) Mark Needham, 
also with the MESU, agreed that the Type III uniform fits 
better. He also said it stands up better than the Type I after 
repeated washings. 

“Both uniforms are wonderful in that you can pull them 
out of the dryer and wear them,” Needham said, “But the Type 
III is a lighter uniform to begin with, and it doesn’t seem to be 

susceptible to fading as much as the blue camo does over the 
long haul. The bottom line is the Type IIIs just seem to be put 
together better.” Ending the wear of blue NWUs would also 
save the Navy millions, the high-ranking official said. 

Vice Adm. Scott Van Buskirk, the chief of naval 
personnel and head of the uniform board, wouldn’t comment 
on the discussions to kill the blue NWUs, but said that 
changes to the Navy’s uniform are fleet-driven and don’t come 
from Washington. 

“That’s the way it’s set up now, and it works very well,” 
he said. “We take input from the fleet through the fleet 
commanders on uniform issues. If the fleet feels something is 
necessary or needs to change, they provide the input and the 
uniform board will work those proposals and work to provide 
it if we can.” 

Marine Corps-Inspired 
No formal proposal has been made to ditch the so-called 

“blueberry” uniform that rolled out in January 2009, though 
the idea is definitely under discussion among members of the 
uniform board. 

“It’s an idea that makes sense on many different levels,” 
the official said. “I can say it’s been socialized at the highest 
levels and has some interest going forward — but there are 
issues to be worked through, so it’s not something that will 
happen tomorrow, either.” If adopted, the plan would mean 
the Navy would switch the required seabag working uniforms 
from the four sets of blue NWUs and instead issue four sets of 
the Type III woodland pattern, the official said. Another idea 
is that sailors would get two sets each of the Type IIs and 
Type IIIs. 

“That’s how the Marine Corps does it,” the official said. 
“And they switch between those uniforms twice a year when 
the nation goes on and off daylight saving time. There’s no 
reason we can’t do that.” 
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And as for the color of the uniforms, the official said 
there’s no requirement for the Navy’s working uniform to be 
blue in color, either. 

“The idea was that the digital blue, gray and black pattern 
would simply hide dirt and wasn’t meant to camouflage sailors 
onboard ships,” he said. 

Still, that fact has been the butt of many jokes about the 
aquaflage pattern, including a photo of a sailor blending in to 
blue terrazzo shipboard deck [shown at left], which has made 
the rounds on blogs and email. 

Blueberries Aren’t ‘Tactical’ 
“For those who’ve worn the Type III, the uniform is 

amazing and a significant improvement all around over the 
Type I,” the official said. “But along with better wear features, 
it’s also a tactical uniform, something the Type I is not.” 

That fact was made clear in 2010, when Congress, upset 
that every service was developing its own flavor of 
camouflage, wanted the Government Accountability Office to 
take a deep dive into the DoD-wide uniform madness to see 
how much money was being spent. 

GAO officials excluded the cost of the blue uniform 
because it was not technically a “camouflage utility uniform.” 
The Navy explained to the GAO that the Type I wasn’t meant 
to camouflage anyone onboard ship and instead was just a 
“camouflage stylized uniform.” The GAO was satisfied with 
that argument. 

As a result, its assessment on uniform spending did not 
include the more than $224 million that went into producing 
and procuring the Type 1. 

The Navy needs to rethink past policies and instead start 
issuing a tactical uniform as a seabag working uniform, the 
Navy official said. “We’ve always come at this uniform issue 
differently from the other services,” the official said. “When 
our sailors need a tactical uniform, it’s not considered a seabag 
item and instead it’s issued to them as what we call 
‘organizational clothing.’ ” 

Organizational clothing items are uniform articles that are 
officially “loaned” to the individual for specific jobs. That 
includes the non-blue NWU types, flight suits and jackets, and 
foul-weather jackets. 

Issuing tactical uniforms in the seabag has the potential of 
saving the Navy millions, the official explained. 

According to Navy Uniform Regulations, all enlisted 
sailors are required to maintain their complete compliment of 
uniforms that the service issues — including the four sets of 
blue NWUs, because they are considered seabag items. 

With seabag items, enlisted sailors are given an initial 
issue and then required to maintain those uniforms with the 
money the service pays them in their annual clothing 
allowance. 

Not so with organizational clothing. When sailors wear 
out those items, they simply turn in the worn-out item to the 
supply office and get a new one. 

This, in a sense, creates a uniform unfairness issue, the 
official said. 

Thousands in the Navy wear organizational clothing full-
time, including Seabees, SEALs, explosive ordnance disposal 
sailors and divers. 

In these communities, most sailors won’t ever wear the 
Type I. Others, such as units attached to Navy Expeditionary 

Combat Command, won’t wear their blueberries as long as 
they’re on the NECC tour of duty. 

By the rules, all these sailors are required to maintain 
their blue NWUs — all four sets — and they are compensated 
for it. But in practice, because they never wear those uniforms, 
they simply pocket that portion of their uniform allowance. In 
2012, that amounted to roughly $215 of extra cash per person, 
based on Navy Times calculations. 

Given that Navy officials say roughly 50,000 sailors wear 
either the Type II or III uniforms in their current jobs, this 
means as much as $10 million in uniform allowance was given 
out this year to replace blue working uniforms that didn’t need 
replacing. 

If those Type II and III uniforms were to become these 
sailors’ seabag items — they would get an initial issue and 
then replace them with the clothing maintenance allowance. 
That would mean savings for the Navy on two fronts. 

According to the Defense Logistics Agency, so far in 
fiscal year 2012, the Navy has spent just over $10 million to 
purchase Type II and III uniforms to outfit the service. 

“Switching everyone to the Type III or a combination of 
II and III, you will save the Navy money and simplify the 
seabag significantly,” the official said. “Buying the uniforms 
in larger quantities also drives the cost down significantly.” 

But on the down side, the official added, the Navy would 
take a financial hit if it quickly decides to stop using the blue 
cammies. 

That’s because DLA currently has stocks of 290,000 Type 
I blouses and 399,000 trousers — a combined total of $23.3 
million invested. 

To maintain those levels of uniforms on hand, DLA said 
it annually procures about 86,000 blouses and 95,000 trousers. 

If the Navy made the decision to stop buying the Type I 
uniforms, it would take the service a few years of wear to get 
the stocks down. 

Corps’ Change Of Heart? 
Something else that would have to change — current 

policy, which limits who can wear the Type II uniform. 
In January 2010, when the new woodland and desert 

uniforms were officially announced, senior Marine Corps 
officials objected to widespread wear of the Navy’s Type II 
uniform, saying it was too much like their own MARPAT 
desert pattern and color. They had no such problem with the 
Type III, as it is predominantly green, and the Marine’s 
woodland pattern is browner. 

But based on feedback from the Corps’ new top enlisted 
leader, Marine officials may be more amenable. 

“I encourage all services to research our [Marine pattern] 
during their tests to field a new combat uniform,” said 
Sergeant Major of the Marine Corps Mike Barrett in July, 
referring to the Corps’ highly rated desert and woodland 
digital design. “We have the best camouflage pattern in the 
world, and I believe that it helps save the lives of our Marines 
and sailors.” LS1 Needham has only been wearing a woodland 
uniform for the past year. Before that he was stationed on the 
amphibious platform dock Dubuque. 

Overall, he said, Type III is simply a better uniform than 
the blue NWUs, and if given the choice when heading back to 
the fleet, he said he would want to keep his woodland 
cammies. 
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“Coming from the amphib Navy, I’m used to seeing the 
Marines wearing their uniforms while onboard ship and have 
no problem with that,” Needham said. “I’d like to see the 

Navy either incorporate the improvements in the Type IIIs into 
the Type Is, but if I could choose between the two right now, 
I’d take the Type IIIs without a doubt.” 
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LITTORAL COMBAT SHIP: 
14. U.S. Navy Chief Establishes Special LCS Council 
(AVIATION WEEK 24 AUG 12) ... Michael Fabey 

In the wake of U.S. Navy, media and watchdog reports 
about the trials and tribulations of the Littoral Combat Ship 
(LCS) program, Chief of Naval Operations Adm. Jonathan 
Greenert has established a special board this week to shepherd 
the program. 

The LCS Council comprises four Navy vice admirals who 
will oversee continued fleet testing and introduction of LCS 
sea frames, mission modules, and mission packages. Greenert 
has designated Vice Adm. Rick Hunt, director of the Navy 
staff, as the council’s chairman. 

Other officers on the council include Vice Adm. Mark 
Skinner, principal military deputy to the assistant secretary of 
the Navy for research, development and acquisition; Vice 
Adm. Tom Copeman, commander of Naval Surface Forces; 
and Vice Adm. Kevin McCoy, commander of Naval Sea 
Systems Command. 

The focus of the LCS Council will first be to develop a 
class-wide plan of action to address the areas identified as 
needing improvement in recent assessments and reviews. 
Greenert called for the plan to be implemented by Jan. 31, 
2013, in an Aug. 22 memo to Hunt. 

While such a special board is not uncommon for specific 
exercises or missions, Navy officials say this is the first for 
such a large program, and could be used as a template for 
other major efforts like the Joint Strike Fighter. 

“USS Freedom (LCS-1) and USS Independence (LCS-2) 
represent significant departures from the normal shipbuilding 
path,” Greenert says in the memo. 

Calling the ships “test and evaluation platforms” — a 
designation that some defense analysts argue is a departure 
from earlier Navy thinking about the program — Greenert 
says the ships were “provided to the fleet for experimentation 

to refine concept development, modularity, employment of 
off-board vehicles and conduct risk-mitigation for follow-on 
ships.” 

However, Greenert says, “All Navy combat ships, even 
test and evaluation platforms, must be ready to meet assigned 
capability and missions starting the first day of active service. 
The LCS is no exception.” 

Accordingly, Greenert says he initiated “several 
independent studies to assess LCS across several aspects of 
the ‘man, train, quip and maintain domain’ to support the 
rotational deployment of USS Freedom (and follow-on ships) 
to Singapore, beginning in 2013.” 

The CNO also says, “Addressing challenges identified by 
these studies, on the timeline we require, necessitates the 
establishment of an empowered council to drive action across 
acquisition, requirements and fleet enterprises of the Navy.” 

The Navy says its efforts are now focused on transitioning 
from testing initial “research and development” ships to 
operationally employing LCS and ensuring the Navy is 
prepared to man, train, and equip the class in the most efficient 
and effective manner. 

LCS-1 is built by Lockheed Martin, and LCS-2 by a team 
led by General Dynamics and Austal USA. Aviation Week’s 
investigations into LCS-1, the USS Freedom, uncovered 
problems with the ship far worse than the Navy previously had 
acknowledged. 

And a recent review of documents and emails about the 
Freedom revealed that some service officials actively 
suppressed discussion of negative LCS-1 test reports during a 
crucial period when the service was still considering a 
downselect between the two seaframes (Aerospace DAILY, 
May 15, Aug. 17). 
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15. Navy Appoints Panel To Address Warship's Problems 
(PROJECT ON GOVERNMENT OVERSIGHT 24 AUG 12) ... Ben Freeman, Ph.D. 

The U.S. Navy has convened a panel of high-ranking 
officers to study problems with the long-troubled “littoral 
combat ship,” an unconventional type of warship that the 
Navy has been counting on to perform an array of missions. 

In a memo dated Aug. 22, the Navy’s top admiral ordered 
the new panel to address “challenges identified” in a series of 
recent wargames and other reviews. 

“All Navy combat ships, even test and evaluation 
platforms, must be ready to meet assigned capability and 
missions starting the first day of active service,” Chief of 
Naval Operations Jonathan W. Greenert wrote in a memo 
posted by Defense News. “The Littoral Combat Ship (LCS) is 
no exception,” he wrote. 

The Project On Government Oversight has documented 
extensive problems with the USS Freedom, the first of the 

vessels. In April, POGO reported that the Freedom had 
suffered engine failures, cracks, flooding and corrosion. 

Last week, POGO reported that, according to internal 
Navy documents, the Freedom had suffered from directional 
instability – difficulty maintaining a straight course. 
According to the documents, Navy personnel had urged that 
the information be closely held at a time when Congress was 
weighing the future of the vessel. 

The ship is designed to operate in shallow coastal waters 
where it could be called upon to counter submarines, mines 
and small boats like the explosive-laden terrorist craft that 
nearly destroyed the USS Cole in 2000. 

There are two variants of the LCS – one from a team lead 
by Lockheed Martin, and another from a team lead by General 
Dynamics. The Freedom is a Lockheed model. According to 
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the Congressional Research Service, it was commissioned into 
service in November 2008. 

Greenert appointed Vice Adm. Richard W. Hunt to chair 
the new “3-Star LCS Council.” Hunt, a three-star admiral and 
director of Navy staff, is joined by the assistant Secretary of 
the Navy for Research, Development, and Acquisition, the 
commander of Naval Sea Systems, and the commander of 
surface forces in the Navy’s Pacific Fleet. 

“The focus of the LCS Council will first be to develop a 
class-wide plan of action to address the areas identified as 
needing improvement in recent assessments and reviews,” the 
Navy said in a news release. 

Greenert gave the LCS Council until Jan. 31 to develop 
and implement a “Plan of Action.” The Freedom is slated to 
be sent to Singapore early next year. 

Ben Freeman in an investigator for the Project On 
Government Oversight. 
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LANDING CRAFT: 
16. Navy’s New Landing Gear 
Next-generation hovercraft, rather than a ‘transformational’ leap forward, is an updated variation 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 25 AUG 12) ... Jeanette Steele 

Off the coast of Oceanside, a military craft slides over the 
water, floating on a cushion of air. 

If it looks fast, it is — capable of 40 knots, even while 
carrying 10 hulking Humvees on the flat deck. It spins in a 
circle, flinging up spray in what’s known as a “bird bath,” then 
churns up the beach in a cloud of sand. 

The eye-catching Navy hovercraft is a common sight off 
the San Diego County coastline. And it will continue to be so 
for decades, after a contract announced last month to design 
the next generation of these air-cushioned landing craft. 

Instead of creating a “transformational” new vehicle — 
like the controversial F-35 Joint Strike Fighter or the littoral 
combat ship — the Navy has decided to place its money on a 
safe bet. 

The Navy expects to spend $4 billion on 73 new landing 
craft that are near carbon copies of the current generation 
designed in the 1970s, but with updated innards for less 
maintenance and more lift power to carry today’s heavier 
armored vehicles. 

“It used to be in the (former Defense Secretary Donald) 
Rumsfeld era, they were talking about transformational 
capabilities, like the new aircraft carrier and the F-35. The 
Pentagon is trying to back away from that,” said Sam 
LaGrone, an editor at the U.S. Naval Institute. 

“You’ll see that in a lot of the developmental programs 
they are doing now. They aren’t quite as big a technological 
leap. When you do a huge technological leap, that starts 
getting really expensive.” 

Based on the lessons from World War II and Korean War 
beach assaults, the Navy and Marine Corps developed today’s 
LCAC (landing craft, air cushioned) to do the important work 
of carrying troops and their fighting gear from ships to land — 
at high speed and from far offshore. 

The United States hasn’t performed a beach invasion 
since LCACs first entered the fleet in the late 1980s. Former 
Defense Secretary Robert Gates even went so far as to 
question whether amphibious assaults make sense now that 
adversaries have missiles that can hit ships from many miles 
away. 

But Navy officials point out that the craft are helpful 
during humanitarian missions, including after the 2010 Haiti 
earthquake, and they were used to load and unload U.S. 
warships during the 2003 Iraq invasion. 

“We’re not doing an amphibious assault every year, but 
part of our mission is to be prepared to conduct that, should 
we ever have to do it,” said Lt. Cmdr. Michael A. James, at 
the Navy’s expeditionary warfare command at the Pentagon. 

Despite dwindling dollars, the Navy has decided to invest 
in another generation of hovercraft at about $47 million each. 
The Marine Corps’ hoped-for new ship-to-shore craft met the 
opposite fate. 

Early last year, the Pentagon and Marine officials 
announced that the expeditionary fighting vehicle was 
canceled. It had been slated to cost $14 billion, of which $3 
billion already had been spent on research. 

The amphibious tank was supposed to a job somewhat 
similar to LCACs — ferry troops from a distance at brisk 
speeds — but it was deemed too expensive and unworkable, in 
part because of the technical problems posed by doing so with 
a heavily armored craft. 

The Marines are pursuing a different machine to replace 
their troop-carrying amphibious assault vehicle, the 40-year-
old workhorse that “swims” off the back of a ship, then crawls 
onto land using tank-like tracks. 

A Marine spokesman said the service is analyzing 
alternatives for a new amphibious combat vehicle now and 
will probably announce results later this year. 

In addition, the Corps is looking at adapting off-the-shelf 
vehicles to use as potential Marine personnel carriers. These 
troop movers would be carried to the beach on landing craft, 
then drive off on wheels. 

Camp Pendleton is one of three places in the world where 
the Navy stations LCACs. 

Assault Craft Unit 5 is an island of Navy blue on the 
Marine-green base in North County. From Interstate 5, the 
unit’s “No Beach Out of Reach” sign is a familiar sight to 
drivers. 

There, 300 sailors operate and maintain 33 landing craft 
and another 300 people train future crews. The Navy’s other 
LCAC units are in Virginia Beach, Va., and Sasebo, Japan. 

It takes only five sailors to operate the 87-foot craft, 
which looks like a barge with two massive rotor blades 
mounted on the rear. Four engines create the 6-foot air cushion 
that lifts up the craft; the rotor blades give it forward 
momentum. 
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The craft itself seems half boat, half aircraft. Crews talk 
about “flying” it, and they wear the same flight suits as Navy 
air squadrons. 

The new version, which bears the name “ship to shore 
connector,” also will require five sailors. But three people in 
the cockpit will become two, and “flying” the craft will be 
done by joystick. 

The main job of the new vehicle is to accommodate the 
heaviest piece of equipment owned by the Marine Corps: the 
M1A1 tank with the attached mine plow, topping out at 74 
tons. That weight overloads today’s LCAC, which is rated for 
60 tons. 

The new craft won’t go faster than the LCAC, but it will 
able to carry the heavier load farther — up to 86 nautical 
miles, instead of 50, a Navy spokeswoman said. 

The other meaningful changes are aimed at reducing 
maintenance. The Navy identified 25 areas where today’s 
LCACs often fall apart, then tweaked them. Some examples: 
One gearbox instead of four. Pieces made from composite 
instead of metal. 

“These were the things that tend to break most, and 
repairs that cost most,” said James of the expeditionary 
warfare command. “We’re addressing those factors in the new 
design to improve reliability, which will lead to lower cost of 
ownership.” 

Navy officials say they don’t yet have figures on how 
much lower. 

The first new craft will appear in 2017, manufactured by a 
team of contractors led by Textron Marine & Land Systems of 
Louisiana. L-3 Communications and Alcoa Defense are the 
other major members of the group. Textron has a subsidiary in 
Tustin, so a small piece of the work might come to Southern 
California, company officials said. 

The Textron team won the design and initial production 
contract, worth up to $570 million, after a competition in 

which the other big bidder was Marinette Marine of 
Wisconsin. 

Textron billed itself as the Navy’s low-risk choice. (The 
company even named the website it created for the 
competition www.lowriskssc.com.) That’s because Textron 
built most of the last generation of LCACs, and it is 
performing the upgrades that the Navy has ordered to push the 
current crafts another 10 years. 

John Pike of Globalsecurity.org said that while the Navy 
isn’t going with something transformational when it replaces 
the LCAC, the changes are meaningful. Take the longer 
traveling range, he said. 

“That might not seem like a lot. But it’s a tremendous 
amount, because it puts them over the horizon,” Pike said. “It 
means that the ship will be out of range of optically guided 
anti-ship and cruise missiles. (Those missiles) have really 
given them a headache.” 

If the Marines’ ill-fated expeditionary fighting vehicle — 
which was slated to offer an armor-plated over-the-horizon 
ability — had been less ambitious, it might have fared better, 
he said. 

As for whether the U.S. Navy and Marines continue to 
need to be able to take beaches, Pike points to the Pacific. 
Many Pacific and Asian nations, including Australia, New 
Zealand and Singapore, are buying amphibious ships. 

It’s not totally about storming the sand. It’s just as much 
about being about to pull a ship up and put gear and troops 
onto land — even in the aftermath of an earthquake or 
tsunami. 

“They don’t need a port, they don’t need a dock, and they 
really are not too worried about what the beach looks like,” he 
said. “There’s no point in being able to get your supplies to the 
disaster area if you can’t unload them.” 

In an era of budget cuts, Pike said, this is one way that the 
U.S. Navy and Marine Corps make the case that they continue 
to be relevant. 
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SUBMARINES: 
17. Shipyard Christens New Sub Facility 
(NEWPORT NEWS DAILY PRESS 24 AUG 12) ... Hugh Lessig 

NEWPORT NEWS — Newport News Shipbuilding cut 
the ribbon Friday on its new submarine-building facility. 
Given the location, it was no surprise that the scissors weighed 
410 tons. 

In a ceremony that fit the surroundings, a giant slice of the 
future submarine Illinois was slowly driven into the cavernous 
building, snapping a ribbon that had been stretched across an 
open bay. 

The building will allow the shipyard to meet the Navy's 
demand to build two Virginia-class submarines per year. The 
65,000-square-foot structure represents an investment of $100 
million, and its opening comes at a time when other major 
defense contractors are fearing mass layoffs because of cuts in 
defense spending that may go into effect next year. 

Shipyard officials don't want to see those cuts any more 
than other contractors, but they're not exactly cutting back. 
The shipyard builds nuclear-powered submarines with Electric 
Boat of Groton, Conn., and it faces increased demand for 
submarines, not less. 

Newport news plans to hire as many as 5,000 to 6,000 
people — salaried and hourly combined — over the next three 
and a half years if the Navy maintains its current rate of 
building aircraft carriers and submarines. Some of those 
shipbuilders will come to work in the Virginia-class program. 

"We needed this facility to get to the rate of two per year," 
said Christopher J. Miner, director of the Virginia class 
submarine program. "We did not have the facilities to do that." 

Dubbed the Supplemental Module Outfitting Facility, the 
space has been designed to increase speed and efficiency 
while improving the comfort of welders, pipe fitters and others 
who work there. 

It includes four main bays for construction, as well as 17 
specialized work spaces, offices and areas for lunch breaks 

Small, modular offices on the main floor allow foremen to 
stay closer to workers. New conference rooms are not meant 
for managers, but for tradesmen and their supervisors to hold 
pre-job talks, receive training or review work. Just off the 
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main floor, shielded areas allow workers to store tools and 
organize their work before heading back to the main floor. 

"Everything has come closer to us," said Dale Zink, a test 
electrician and nine-year shipyard veteran. "Productivity is 
definitely going to come up. The time to and from different 
things is going to be a lot shorter." 

Bradford Cotton, a pipe welding foreman, likes the idea 
of talking to his crew away from the commotion of the main 
floor. 

"I think the quieter the meetings are, the more attention 
the guys will pay to what I am saying," he said. 

The new building will complement the existing 
submarine-outfitting facility, a larger building adjacent that is 
nearby. But the new building has a specific purpose: Workers 
will use it to build the front bow section of the Virginia-class 
submarine, the largest and most complex part of the hull. 

"The bow section is the single largest section of the 
submarine that either (Groton or Newport News) ships back 
and forth," said Bob Meyer, construction director of the 

Virginia class submarine program. "It has the torpedo tubes 
and the vertical launch and the sonar and all that. It's a very 
densely populated hull section." 

The ribbon-cutting came courtesy of Mary McClees 
Baker, a 33-year shipyard employee who knows a few things 
about parallel parking. Driving a low-slung transport – and 
facing backward – she steered the mammoth submarine 
module into the new facility while receiving directions via 
radio. She deftly snapped the ribbon and eased the section of 
the Illinois into its proper slot. 

The short ride provided evidence of yet another 
improvement. The hull piece was surrounded by a 
superstructure known as "staging" – not unlike scaffolding. In 
the older building, workers had to build the staging each time 
a piece of the hull came in. In this facility, the staging already 
constructed; workers won't waste days rebuilding it with every 
job. 

Miner said 2016 is the target date to start delivering two 
submarines per year. 
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AVIATION: 
18. Eglin F-35s Fly 200th Sortie 
(FLIGHTGLOBAL (UK) 24 AUG 12) ... Dave Majumdar 

Pilots at Eglin AFB, Florida, are demonstrating their 
continued progress in maturing the Lockheed Martin F-35 
Joint Strike Fighter's training pipeline. 

U.S. Marine Corps (USMC) Major Joseph Bachmann, a 
test pilot assigned to VMFAT-501, flew Eglin's 200th sortie 
on 24 August, 2012. Bachmann was instructing one the unit's 
transitioning pilots, USMC Major Mike Rountree-a highly 
experienced weapons school instructor. Rountree is converting 
over to the F-35B from the Boeing AV-8B Harrier II. 

"The aircraft have matured dramatically since the early 
days," Bachmann says. "What we're seeing is just leaps and 
bounds of maturity here with the airplanes we have." 

The aircraft are predictable and seem to be maintainable, 
"which is good for the sortie production rate," he adds. 
Rountree says that the 33rd Fighter Wing's maintainers have 
been gaining experience and learning how the F-35's systems 
behave, which has helped the unit increase its sortie 
generation rate. 

Right now, the base has started to fly with enhanced 
Block 1B aircraft-which adds mostly improved software but 
also some hardware modifications. Block 1B aircraft are much 

more stable and predictable than Block 1A aircraft, Rountree 
says. 

The next step for instructor pilots at Eglin is to validate 
the courseware for the Block 1B software, Rountree says. That 
is necessary in order to train USMC aviators who are standing 
up the service's first operational F-35B in Yuma, Arizona, 
later in the year. 

Currently, the flight envelop for the F-35 is "very, very 
restricted," Bachmann says, but there are signs of 
improvement there too. Initial impressions are that "it flies a 
lot like a combination of the F/A-18 and the F-16," says 
Bachmann, who was previously a test pilot at NAS Patuxent 
River, Maryland. 

The F-35 no longer requires a chase aircraft, Rountree 
says. "We no longer have a requirement to be chased by a 
dissimilar aircraft," he says. Instead, the F-35s now operate as 
a normal two-ship element. 

Additionally, pilots are readying themselves to start aerial 
refueling operations with the F-35 "in the next couple of 
weeks," Bachmann says. 
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AFRICA: 
19. Navy Arrests Ship For Illegal Operation 
(LAGOS VANGUARD (NIGERIA) 27 AUG 12) ... Evelyn Usman 

LAGOS— The Western Naval Command of the Nigerian 
Navy, weekend, arrested a vessel suspected to be operating 
illegally on the nation’s territorial water around Lagos Island 
axis, restating its commitment to making the waterways safe 
for maritime transaction. 

The arrest was effected about 9.30 a.m, during a patrol 
with NN Andoni, the newly-built ship by the Nigerian Navy. 

The arrested ship, MV Andonai, was arrested while being 
assisted by a tuck and was consequently taken to the Naval 
base. 

Another ship suspected to be into illegal bunkering 
activities was intercepted during the patrol. But the ship, 
according to the Commanding Officer, Commander Semiu 
Adepegba, explained that it had permission to do the 
transaction. 
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Commander Adepegba explained that since the Naval 
vessel was commissioned two months ago, she had gone on 
patrol over 10 times, adding that it had helped in patrolling the 
waterways in no little ways. 

“We have certified NN ANDONI okay for patrol. Our 
main duty is to curb criminal activities on the water ways and 
since it was constructed, it had gone on patrol over ten times. 
The ship can go for a stretch of 96 hours and it has helped us 
maintain our presence at sea because it is good for fast patrol 

and it can intercept”, he stated, expressing optimism that the 
NN would go along way in achieving its desired goal if more 
of such ships were in place. 

Also speaking during the patrol, the command’s 
spokesman, Lieutenant Commander Jerry Omodara , said the 
ship came as a boost to the Navy as it had assisted in the patrol 
of the nation’s territorial waters. Navy he said; “had passed the 
stage of blind patrol when officers used to monitor the waters 
with trch lights.” 
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20. 4bn-Shilling Navy Ship Finally Sails Home 
Kenya Navy takes delivery of 56m-dollar warship 
(NAIROBI DAILY NATION (KENYA) 27 AUG 12) ... Patrick Mayoyo 

The Kenya Navy's newest warship is expected to sail into 
Mombasa today [27 August] bristling with weapons but 
almost a decade after it was ordered. 

One of the controversial projects of the Anglo-Leasing 
season, the 4.6bn-shilling [56m dollars] ship is expected to 
play a big role in the fight against piracy and terrorism. 

It has been christened KSN (Kenya Navy Ship) Jasiri and 
is fitted with long range cannons, missile launchers, machine 
guns and sophisticated radar and communications systems, 
according to a Department of Defence official. It is, the 
official added, one of the best naval assets in the region. 

The ship left Ribadeo port in Spain a few days ago and is 
expected to dock in Mombasa on Monday and is to be 
commissioned by President Kibaki. 

Kenya Defence Forces and other troops under the African 
Union Mission in Somalia are planning an assault on Somali 
terror group Al-Shabab's stronghold of Kismaayo. 

It is not clear if KNS Jasiri will play a role in operations 
to remove Al-Shabab from the port city. Kenya has re-tooled 
its military over the past 10 years and is fighting its first ever 
war. 

Defence expenditure has been on the rise, with the 
Ministry of State for Defence getting 70bn shillings [849m 
dollars] in this year's budget. 

In April, in supplementary estimates submitted to 
parliament, the Treasury had asked for an additional 12.5bn 
shillings [152m dollars] "to meet increasing administration 
and planning expenses of the Kenya Defence Forces." 

Kenya has been on a state of high alert since the army 
crossed into Somalia on 16 October, last year to fight Al-
Shabab. 

Research by Stockholm International Peace Research 
Institute said Kenya increased military spending last year with 
the importation of eight war ships and six armoured vehicles. 

Kenya's overall military spending rose to 52.2bn shillings 
(594m dollars) in 2010 from 47.5bn shillings (580m dollars) 
in 2009. 

The navy ship project was among those exposed by 
former Governance and Ethics Permanent Secretary John 
Githongo. 

The Department of Defence signed a deal with 
Euromarine on 15 July, 2003 to build the ship at the Spanish 
shipyard, Astilleros Gondan. 

Payments for the contract were stopped in June 2005 after 
Mr. Githongo blew the whistle on the suspicious financing 
deals. 

The supplier then sued the government for withholding 
payments for the vessel which was dubbed "Kenya's Spanish 
Armada" by former British High Commissioner Edward Clay. 
But the government resumed negotiations in September 2006 
after the parliamentary committee on defence and foreign 
relations gave the contract a clean bill of health. 

The committee, then chaired by Mr. GG Kariuki, had 
gone on a fact-finding mission in Spain and held meetings 
with the suppliers before preparing its report. 

Its findings, however, drew criticism from civil society 
groups, particularly anti-corruption watchdog Mars Group led 
by Mr. Mwalimu Mati. 

Previous damning reports on the deal included those 
prepared by the Controller and Auditor General (April 2006), 
the parliamentary accounts committee (March 2006) and the 
Ministry of Justice (September 2006). 
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ARMS SALES: 
21. U.S. Arms Sales Make Up Most Of Global Market 
(NEW YORK TIMES 27 AUG 12) ... Thom Shanker 

WASHINGTON — Weapons sales by the United States 
tripled in 2011 to a record high, driven by major arms sales to 
Persian Gulf allies concerned about Iran's regional ambitions, 
according to a new study for Congress. 

Overseas weapons sales by the United States totaled 
$66.3 billion last year, or more than three-quarters of the 
global arms market, valued at $85.3 billion in 2011. Russia 
was a distant second, with $4.8 billion in deals. 

The American weapons sales total was an “extraordinary 
increase” over the $21.4 billion in deals for 2010, the study 
found, and was the largest single-year sales total in the history 
of United States arms exports. The previous high was in fiscal 
year 2009, when American weapons sales overseas totaled 
nearly $31 billion. 

A worldwide economic decline had suppressed arms sales 
over recent years. But increasing tensions with Iran drove a set 
of Persian Gulf nations — Saudi Arabia, the United Arab 
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Emirates and Oman — to purchase American weapons at 
record levels. 

These Gulf states do not share a border with Iran, and 
their arms purchases focused on expensive warplanes and 
complex missile defense systems. 

The report was prepared by the nonpartisan Congressional 
Research Service, a division of the Library of Congress. The 
annual study, written by Richard F. Grimmett and Paul K. 
Kerr and delivered to Congress on Friday, is considered the 
most detailed collection of unclassified arms sales data 
available to the public. 

The agreements with Saudi Arabia included the purchase 
of 84 advanced F-15 fighters, a variety of ammunition, 
missiles and logistics support, and upgrades of 70 of the F-15 
fighters in the current fleet. 

Sales to Saudi Arabia last year also included dozens of 
Apache and Black Hawk helicopters, all contributing to a total 
Saudi weapons deal from the United States of $33.4 billion, 
according to the study. 

The United Arab Emirates purchased a Terminal High 
Altitude Area Defense, an advanced antimissile shield that 
includes radars and is valued at $3.49 billion, as well as 16 
Chinook helicopters for $939 million. 

Oman bought 18 F-16 fighters for $1.4 billion. 

In keeping with recent trends, most of the weapons 
purchases, worth about $71.5 billion, were made by 
developing nations, with about $56.3 billion of that from the 
United States. 

Other significant weapons deals by the United States last 
year included a $4.1 billion agreement with India for 10 C-17 
transport planes and with Taiwan for Patriot antimissile 
batteries valued at $2 billion — an arms deal that outraged 
officials in Beijing. 

To compare weapons sales over various years, the study 
used figures in 2011 dollars, with amounts for previous years 
adjusted for inflation to provide a consistent measurement. 

A policy goal of the United States has been to work with 
Arab allies in the Persian Gulf to knit together a regional 
missile defense system to protect cities, oil refineries, 
pipelines and military bases from an Iranian attack. 

The effort has included deploying radars to increase the 
range of early warning coverage across the Persian Gulf, as 
well as introducing command, control and communications 
systems that could exchange that information with new 
batteries of missile interceptors sold to the individual nations. 

The missile shield in the Persian Gulf is being built on a 
country-by-country basis — with these costly arms sales 
negotiated bilaterally between the United States and individual 
nations. 
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LEGAL: 
22. U.S. To Discipline Nine Soldiers In Afghan Incidents 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 27 AUG 12) ... Dion Nissenbaum 

WASHINGTON—The U.S. military is expected to 
discipline nine service members on Monday in connection 
with two incidents that sparked widespread outrage in 
Afghanistan, including the burning of copies of the Quran at 
one of the country's largest military bases. 

The punishment, which doesn't include criminal charges 
or jail time, falls far short of Afghan President Hamid Karzai's 
calls for a public trial, and it remains unclear how Afghan 
officials and the broader public will respond to decisions that 
could be viewed as relatively lenient. 

In addition to the incident of the burning of copies of the 
Quran, service members will face discipline in connection 
with a video of four Marines urinating on dead militants. 

A military investigation of the Quran burning found that 
six U.S. soldiers at Bagram Airfield were "derelict in their 
duties" when they sent boxes of Qurans and other religious 
books to a base landfill for incineration in late February, 
according to two U.S. military officials. 

While the military concluded that there was no ill-intent 
on the part of the American soldiers, the investigation also 
determined that they didn't follow proper procedure when they 
ordered the destruction of the prison library books, officials 
said. 

"It was a series of mistakes," one military official said on 
Sunday. 

The investigation also found that a lack of trust between 
U.S. and Afghans at the base fed into the errors. 

The incident sparked days of nationwide riots that left 
more than three-dozen people, including two U.S. soldiers, 
dead. 

Afghan officials said the burning of the Qurans—Islam's 
holiest book— showed the cultural ignorance and insensitivity 
of U.S. forces. Muslims view the Quran as the sacred word of 
God as relayed to the Prophet Muhammad, and burning the 
books en masse at a military incinerator was seen as an 
especially disrespectful affront. 

President Barack Obama apologized for the incident and 
Mr. Karzai called for the American soldiers to be put on 
public trial in his country. 

At the time, military officials said the books were sent for 
destruction after they determined that Afghan detainees were 
using them to relay messages and share extremist writing. 
Afghan leaders briefed on the initial investigation challenged 
that claim and said the books recovered from the landfill 
contained innocuous signatures from the detainees, not 
inflammatory notes. 

Six U.S. soldiers involved in the incident are expected to 
be punished, which could come in the form of a letter of 
reprimand or a verbal admonishment, officials said. 

The U.S. Navy dismissed administrative charges against a 
Sailor who was also investigated in connection with the 
incident. 

On Monday, the U.S. military is also expected to 
announce punishment for three of the Marines shown in a 
video urinating on the bodies of slain Taliban members. 

The video, which became public in January after it 
appeared on YouTube, showed four Marines urinating on the 
corpses of militants. 

"Have a great day, buddy," one of the Marines is heard 
saying. 
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U.S. Defense Secretary Leon Panetta condemned the 
video, which was believed to have been filmed in southern 
Afghanistan's Helmand province in the spring or summer of 
2011. 

Investigators quickly determined the Marines in the video 
were from 3rd Battalion 2nd Marine Regiment, based at Camp 
Lejeune, N.C. 

Investigators concluded that the leadership of the Marines' 
platoon failed to create a proper "command climate," allowed 
discipline to slip and dishonorable behavior to occur. 

In addition to disciplinary action against the Marines 
shown in the video, the Corps is taking action against the 
officers in charge of the unit, according to three military 
officials. Officials said that investigators found other 
questionable incidents in the unit, although none as serious as 
the urination incident, and other evidence of a breakdown in 
leadership. 

Officials said one or more company-grade officers are 
likely to be punished later. The battalion commander of the 
Marine unit isn't expected to face discipline. 

The punishments against the Marines, and likely for the 
Army soldiers, are expected to be career-ending, blocking 
service members from re-enlisting, officialssaid. 

Both the Army and Marine Corps are shrinking, and 
service members with significant administrative actions 
against them are unlikely to be retained, officials said. 

American officials decided to release the two 
investigations at the same time in an effort to contain any 
possible protests against the disciplinary actions. 

American military officials said Mr. Karzai was briefed 
on the results of the investigations on Sunday. In an effort to 
tamp down any possible backlash, coalition officials have 
spent several days in Afghanistan speaking to political and 
religious leaders about the impending announcements. 

Officials in Kabul were bracing for demonstrations, but 
expressed hope that there would be little public anger over the 
military decisions. 
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NEIL ARMSTRONG: 
23. Moonwalker, Former Navy Pilot Armstrong Dies 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 25 AUG 12) ... Lisa Cornwell 

CINCINNATI — Neil Armstrong was a quiet self-
described nerdy engineer who became a global hero when as a 
steely-nerved pilot he made “one giant leap for mankind” with 
a small step on to the moon. The modest man who had people 
on Earth entranced and awed from almost a quarter million 
miles away has died. He was 82. 

Armstrong died following complications resulting from 
cardiovascular procedures, a statement Saturday from his 
family said. It didn’t say where he died. 

Armstrong commanded the Apollo 11 spacecraft that 
landed on the moon July 20, 1969, capping the most daring of 
the 20th century’s scientific expeditions. His first words after 
setting foot on the surface are etched in history books and the 
memories of those who heard them in a live broadcast. 

“That’s one small step for [a] man, one giant leap for 
mankind,” Armstrong said. 

In those first few moments on the moon, during the 
climax of heated space race with the then-Soviet Union, 
Armstrong stopped in what he called “a tender moment” and 
left a patch commemorate NASA astronauts and Soviet 
cosmonauts who had died in action. 

“It was special and memorable but it was only 
instantaneous because there was work to do,” Armstrong told 
an Australian television interviewer in 2012. 

Armstrong and Edwin “Buzz” Aldrin spent nearly three 
hours walking on the lunar surface, collecting samples, 
conducting experiments and taking photographs. 

“The sights were simply magnificent, beyond any visual 
experience that I had ever been exposed to,” Armstrong once 
said. 

The moonwalk marked America’s victory in the Cold 
War space race that began Oct. 4, 1957, with the launch of the 
Soviet Union’s Sputnik 1, a 184-pound satellite that sent 
shock waves around the world. 

Although he had been a Navy fighter pilot, a test pilot for 
NASA’s forerunner and an astronaut, Armstrong never 
allowed himself to be caught up in the celebrity and glamor of 
the space program. 

“I am, and ever will be, a white socks, pocket protector, 
nerdy engineer,” he said in February 2000 in one of his rare 
public appearances. “And I take a substantial amount of pride 
in the accomplishments of my profession.” 

A man who kept away from cameras, Armstrong went 
public in 2010 with his concerns about President Obama’s 
space policy that shifted attention away from a return to the 
moon and emphasized private companies developing 
spaceships. He testified before Congress and in an email to 
The Associated Press, Armstrong said he had “substantial 
reservations,” and along with more than two dozen Apollo-era 
veterans, he signed a letter calling the plan a “misguided 
proposal that forces NASA out of human space operations for 
the foreseeable future.” 

Armstrong’s modesty and self-effacing manner never 
faded. 

When he appeared in Dayton in 2003 to help celebrate the 
100th anniversary of powered flight, he bounded onto a stage 
before 10,000 people packed into a baseball stadium. But he 
spoke for only a few seconds, did not mention the moon, and 
quickly ducked out of the spotlight. 

He later joined former astronaut and Sen. John Glenn to 
lay wreaths on the graves of Wilbur and Orville Wright. Glenn 
introduced Armstrong and noted it was 34 years to the day that 
Armstrong had walked on the moon. 

“Thank you, John. Thirty-four years?” Armstrong 
quipped, as if he hadn’t given it a thought. 

At another joint appearance, the two embraced and Glenn 
commented: “To this day, he’s the one person on Earth, I’m 
truly, truly envious of.” 
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Armstrong’s moonwalk capped a series of 
accomplishments that included piloting the X-15 rocket plane 
and making the first space docking during the Gemini 8 
mission, which included a successful emergency splashdown. 

In the years afterward, Armstrong retreated to the quiet of 
the classroom and his southwest Ohio farm. Aldrin said in his 
book “Men from Earth” that Armstrong was one of the 
quietest, most private men he had ever met. 

In the Australian interview, Armstrong acknowledged that 
“now and then I miss the excitement about being in the 
cockpit of an airplane and doing new things.” 

At the time of the flight’s 40th anniversary, Armstrong 
again was low-key, telling a gathering that the space race was 
“the ultimate peaceful competition: USA versus USSR. It did 
allow both sides to take the high road with the objectives of 
science and learning and exploration.” 

Glenn, who went through jungle training in Panama with 
Armstrong as part of the astronaut program, described him as 
“exceptionally brilliant” with technical matters but “rather 
retiring, doesn’t like to be thrust into the limelight much.” 

Derek Elliott, curator of the Smithsonian Institution’s 
U.S. Air and Space Museum from 1982-92, said the 
moonwalk probably marked the high point of space 
exploration. 

The manned lunar landing was a boon to the prestige of 
the United States, which had been locked in a space race with 
the former Soviet Union, and re-established U.S. pre-
eminence in science and technology, Elliott said. 

“The fact that we were able to see it and be a part of it 
means that we are in our own way witnesses to history,” he 
said. 

The 1969 landing met an audacious deadline that 
President Kennedy had set in May 1961, shortly after Alan 
Shepard became the first American in space with a 15-minute 
suborbital flight. (Soviet cosmonaut Yuri A. Gagarin had 
orbited the Earth and beaten the U.S. into space the previous 
month.) 

“I believe this nation should commit itself to achieving 
the goal, before the decade is out, of landing a man on the 
moon and returning him safely to Earth,” Kennedy had said. 
“No single space project in this period will be more 
impressive to mankind, or more important to the long-range 
exploration of space; and none will be so difficult or 
expensive to accomplish.” 

The end-of-decade goal was met with more than five 
months to spare. “Houston: Tranquility Base here,” Armstrong 
radioed after the spacecraft settled onto the moon. “The Eagle 
has landed.” 

“Roger, Tranquility,” the Houston staffer radioed back. 
“We copy you on the ground. You’ve got a bunch of guys 
about to turn blue. We’re breathing again. Thanks a lot.” 

The third astronaut on the mission, Michael Collins, 
circled the moon in the mother ship Columbia 60 miles 
overhead while Armstrong and Aldrin went to the moon’s 
surface. 

In all, 12 American astronauts walked on the moon 
between 1969 and the last moon mission in 1972. 

For Americans, reaching the moon provided uplift and 
respite from the Vietnam War, from strife in the Middle East, 
from the startling news just a few days earlier that a young 
woman had drowned in a car driven off a wooden bridge on 

Chappaquiddick Island by Sen. Edward Kennedy. The landing 
occurred as organizers were gearing up for Woodstock, the 
legendary three-day rock festival on a farm in the Catskills of 
New York. 

Armstrong was born Aug. 5, 1930, on a farm near 
Wapakoneta in western Ohio. He took his first airplane ride at 
age 6 and developed a fascination with aviation that prompted 
him to build model airplanes and conduct experiments in a 
homemade wind tunnel. 

As a boy, he worked at a pharmacy and took flying 
lessons. He was licensed to fly at 16, before he got his driver’s 
license. 

Armstrong enrolled in Purdue University to study 
aeronautical engineering but was called to duty with the Navy 
in 1949 and flew 78 combat missions in Korea. 

After the war, Armstrong finished his degree from Purdue 
and later earned a master’s degree in aerospace engineering 
from the University of Southern California. He became a test 
pilot with what evolved into the National Aeronautics and 
Space Administration, flying more than 200 kinds of aircraft 
from gliders to jets. 

Armstrong was accepted into NASA’s second astronaut 
class in 1962 — the first, including Glenn, was chosen in 1959 
— and commanded the Gemini 8 mission in 1966. After the 
first space docking, he brought the capsule back in an 
emergency landing in the Pacific Ocean when a wildly firing 
thruster kicked it out of orbit. 

Armstrong was backup commander for the historic 
Apollo 8 mission at Christmastime in 1968. In that flight, 
Commander Frank Borman, and Jim Lovell and Bill Anders 
circled the moon 10 times, and paving the way for the lunar 
landing seven months later. 

Aldrin said he and Armstrong were not prone to free 
exchanges of sentiment. 

“But there was that moment on the moon, a brief moment, 
in which we sort of looked at each other and slapped each 
other on the shoulder ... and said, ‘We made it. Good show,’ 
or something like that,” Aldrin said. 

An estimated 600 million people — a fifth of the world’s 
population — watched and listened to the landing, the largest 
audience for any single event in history. 

Parents huddled with their children in front of the family 
television, mesmerized by what they were witnessing. Farmers 
abandoned their nightly milking duties, and motorists pulled 
off the highway and checked into motels just to see the 
moonwalk. 

Television-less campers in California ran to their cars to 
catch the word on the radio. Boy Scouts at a camp in Michigan 
watched on a generator-powered television supplied by a 
parent. 

Afterward, people walked out of their homes and gazed at 
the moon, in awe of what they had just seen. Others peeked 
through telescopes in hopes of spotting the astronauts. 

In Wapakoneta, media and souvenir frenzy was swirling 
around the home of Armstrong’s parents. 

“You couldn’t see the house for the news media,” recalled 
John Zwez, former manager of the Neil Armstrong Air and 
Space Museum. “People were pulling grass out of their front 
yard.” 

Armstrong, Aldrin and Collins were given ticker tape 
parades in New York, Chicago and Los Angeles, and later 
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made a 22-nation world tour. A homecoming in Wapakoneta 
drew 50,000 people to the city of 9,000. 

In 1970, Armstrong was appointed deputy associate 
administrator for aeronautics at NASA but left the following 
year to teach aerospace engineering at the University of 
Cincinnati. 

He remained there until 1979 and during that time bought 
a 310-acre farm near Lebanon, where he raised cattle and 
corn. He stayed out of public view, accepting few requests for 
interviews or speeches. 

“He didn’t give interviews, but he wasn’t a strange person 
or hard to talk to,” said Ron Huston, a colleague at the 
University of Cincinnati. “He just didn’t like being a novelty.” 

Those who knew him said he enjoyed golfing with 
friends, was active in the local YMCA and frequently ate 
lunch at the same restaurant in Lebanon. 

In February 2000, when he agreed to announce the top 20 
engineering achievements of the 20th century as voted by the 
National Academy of Engineering, Armstrong said there was 
one disappointment relating to his moonwalk. 

“I can honestly say — and it’s a big surprise to me — that 
I have never had a dream about being on the moon,” he said. 

From 1982-92, Armstrong was chairman of 
Charlottesville, Va.-based Computing Technologies for 
Aviation Inc., a company that supplies computer information 
management systems for business aircraft. 

He then became chairman of AIL Systems Inc., an 
electronic systems company in Deer Park, N.Y. 

Armstrong married Carol Knight in 1999, and the couple 
lived in Indian Hill, a Cincinnati suburb. He had two adult 
sons from a previous marriage. 
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OUTREACH: 
24. Navy Week Comes To Cleveland 
Wadsworth Sailor to throw out first pitch 
(AKRON (OH) BEACON JOURNAL 26 AUG 12) ... Jim Carney 

The Navy will drop anchor in Cleveland this week as part 
of the commemoration of the bicentennial of the War of 1812. 

And a Wadsworth Sailor will play a key role at one of the 
events related to Navy Week. 

Six ships of the U.S. Navy, U.S. Coast Guard and Royal 
Canadian Navy will take part: the frigate USS De Wert, the 
coastal patrol ship Hurricane, U.S. Brig Niagara, the USCG 
cutter Katmai Bay and the Royal Canadian Navy’s defense 
vessels HMCS Summerside and HMCS Moncton. All will be 
docked at the Port of Cleveland and open for public viewing. 

Other public events planned during the week include 
performances by the U.S. Navy Band, the U.S. Navy Divers, 
the U.S. Navy Blue Angels and the Leapfrogs, the Navy’s 
parachute demonstration team, along with presentations about 
the War of 1812. 

It was during the Battle of Fort McHenry in 1814 that 
Francis Scott Key was moved to write what would become the 
poem that later became lyrics for America’s national anthem, 
The Star-Spangled Banner. 

On Friday, Navy Petty Officer Aaron C. Burnham, 45, of 
Wadsworth, will throw out the first pitch at the Cleveland 
Indians game at Progressive Field against the Texas Rangers. 

Burnham, a 1985 graduate of Wadsworth High School 
and a Marine Reserve veteran of seven years, served during 
the first Gulf War. 

Eleven years after his 1992 honorable discharge from the 
Marine Reserve as a corporal, he enlisted in the Navy Reserve 
— a few weeks after the war in Iraq began in 2003. 

Burnham said he felt a continued “sense of duty” to return 
to the military after the terrorist attacks of Sept. 11, 2001. 

“When you are capable to contribute, I felt compelled to 
do so,” he said in a recent phone interview. 

Burnham served with the Navy in Kuwait from 2006 to 
2007 and in Afghanistan from 2010 to 2011. 

Burnham is a Navy Reservist out of the Navy Operational 
Support Center at Akron-Canton Airport in Green with Navy 
Mobile Construction Battalion 26, Detachment 13. 

“It is an incredible honor and privilege and I am quite 
humbled” to have been picked to represent the Navy for Navy 
Week by throwing out the first ball, Burnham said. “There are 
so many Sailors in this area that do a lot of good work, and to 
be picked by your peers to do that is an incredible honor.” 

Burnham and his wife, Geri, have two children, Alex and 
Grace. He operates a small trucking company and performs 
funeral honors for the Navy. 

For information about Navy Week, go to 
www.navyweek.org/cleveland2012 
orwww.OurFlagWasStillThere.org. 

Navy Week Promises Demonstrations, Music, Ships, 
And More 

(WEWS ABC CLEVELAND 27 AUG 12) Kristin Byrne 
CLEVELAND - More than 1,000 Sailors will settle into 

Cleveland for Navy Week August 27 until September 4. 
It's a celebration to commemorate the Bicentennial of the 

War of 1812. 
On Monday August 27, from 8 a.m. until 9 a.m., the U.S. 

Navy Band will put on a concert at the Rock and Roll Hall of 
Fame in Cleveland. 

Also, from 10:30 a.m. until 12:30 p.m. the U.S. Navy 
divers demonstration will be held at the Cleveland Aquarium. 

Here's a list of events happening throughout the week: 

 “Blue Angels,” The Navy Flight Demonstration 
Team 

 “Leap Frogs,” The Navy Parachute Team 

 Visiting U.S. Navy Ships 

 Navy Band musical performances 

 Admirals and other senior Navy leaders, who will 
engage with local corporate, civic, government and 
education leaders 

 Navy simulator and other interactive displays 

 Visits to area schools 
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 Community service projects and events with local 
sports franchises 

 Visits with local veterans 

Tours of the Navy ships are open to the public starting at 
noon. Photography is permitted on board the ships. 

Navy Week will also pay a few visits to Progressive 
Field. Sailors will get a chance to throw the first pitch and the 
color guard will perform. 

Plus, on Thursday August 30, Sailors will run onto the 
field for the home game at Cleveland Browns Stadium. 

The RTA will open the Waterfront Line to help transport 
people to Cleveland's shore for the events. The buses will 
serve customers every 15 minutes all day and into the evening. 
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25. Commodore Perry's Ship Sails Into City From Past 
Replica vessel a signature of Navy Week 
(TOLEDO BLADE 26 AUG 12) ... Erica Blake 

Dressed in green fatigues and wearing a leg harness, 
Midshipman Dominic Gray carefully climbed the lines toward 
the top of the masts on the U.S. Brig Niagara, ready to take 
orders on how to hoist the ship's square sails. 

And just to make sure he gets to relive the experience, the 
20-year-old Naval Reserve Officer Training Corps student at 
Miami University of Ohio had a small video camera strapped 
to his chest to record the journey. 

"It's humbling," the Columbus resident said of his day 
aboard the rebuilt War of 1812 warship. "There were people 
who did this and sailed across oceans like this. It's not easy." 

A signature vessel at this weekend's Navy Week 
celebration, the Niagara set sail into Lake Erie on Saturday 
with its crew and a contingent of military guests. Members of 
the U.S. Navy, Coast Guard, Royal Canadian Navy, and 
NROTC were aboard to experience a day of sailing unlike any 
normal day while stationed aboard more modern ships. 

The brig joined four modern naval and Coast Guard 
vessels on the Maumee River this weekend — the guided-
missile frigate USS De Wert, coastal patrol boat USS 
Hurricane, the U.S. Coast Guard Cutter Mobile Bay, and 
frigate HMCS Ville de Quebec of the Royal Canadian Navy. 
And from each of those ships came volunteers — or for some, 
they were "voluntold" — to crew the reconstruction of a 19th-
century military warship. 

Responding to orders from the ship's professional crew, 
the day Sailors yanked ropes hand over hand to raise and 
lower sails, climbed the "ratlines" toward the tops of the 
masts, and responded "Heave!" to the call of "Ah" each time a 
rope needed to be pulled. 

"It's like sailing on a pirate ship," said Midshipman 
Clayton Septant, 20, of Bellbrook, Ohio, who like Mr. Gray 
was one of 12 members of Miami's NROTC program aboard. 
"I'm here for fun. This is history." 

The Niagara is a "direct descendant" of the relief flagship 
used by Comm. Oliver Hazard Perry during the Battle of Lake 
Erie in September, 1813 — a decisive battle during the War of 
1812, said Senior Capt. Walter Rybka, the Niagara's former 
captain and current administrator of the ship's programming. 
Although only about 60 of its thousands of wooden pieces are 
from the original vessel — namely some of the "ribs" of the 
ship — the Niagara is strictly authentic. Only its engines — 
used both as backups and to save time on light-wind days — 
and modern safety appliances are reminders that it is not 
carrying Commodore Perry's crew. 

Throughout the seven-hour voyage, Mr. Rybka shared 
history of the ship, its commodore, and the 1813 battle that at 

one point looked hopeless but turned into a major American 
victory. But the real lesson of the Niagara isn't anything 
learned in a history book, Mr. Rybka said. 

"The real value is not getting good at ancient hand-skills, 
it's getting the sense of community," he said. "The lesson of 
the ship is that the most important resource you have at sea is 
each other." 

Navy Week presents the opportunity for citizens to visit 
aboard ships and meet young men and women who sail in the 
United States fleet. The ships are part of a summer tour of six 
U.S. cities on the Great Lakes, where Sailors share 
information about their career and naval history. 

For those crew members who have played host to 
Toledoans touring their ships, Saturday's trip on the Niagara 
was a day off. Some worked, others just enjoyed the view. 

Petty Officer 2nd Class Jonathan Sperling, 24, from the 
USS De Wert, was one of 10 crewmen from the frigate aboard 
the square-rigger. Normally patrolling for pirates or drug-
smugglers in the oceans off Africa or South America, Petty 
Officer Sperling said a tour in the Great Lakes has been 
rewarding. 

Those visiting the ships during Navy Week have been 
welcoming and appreciative, the petty officer said, and 
Saturday's experience was "awesome." 

"I've always wanted to know what it was like for the 
Sailors of the old days," he said. "I can definitely imagine 
doing this. There is nothing better than hard work and fresh 
air." 

Toledo lawyer Frank Melhorn served as port captain for 
the Niagara. He said that the donors who made it possible to 
bring the historic brig to Toledo wanted to make sure that the 
men and women of the armed forces were able to spend some 
time aboard. 

That's what made the Niagara's visit to Toledo different 
from its stops in other ports. 

"This is a historically significant event for members of the 
U.S. Navy to sail on the only historic sailing warship that is 
fully operational," Mr. Melhorn said. "The sails, sail. The 
guns, shoot. There is nothing phony about this ship." 

Those who have yet to see the wooden warship still have 
a chance to go aboard. The Niagara is to be open to the public 
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. today. The other four ships are open 
from noon to 7 p.m. 

And for those who want to try out their sea legs, spaces 
are available aboard the Niagara on Monday morning when it 
leaves Toledo from International Park at 9 a.m. and sets sail 
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for Put-in-Bay. Price per person is $95, and registration is 
required by going online at www.flagshipniagara.org. 

Marine Science Technician Annaliese Ennis, 35, who is 
stationed with the Coast Guard in Toledo, said the day on the 
Niagara was unusual for her. 

Ms. Ennis said that as a member of the Coast Guard's 
marine safety unit, she spends most of her time responding to 
oil spills or inspecting boats, not sailing in them. 

"I don't get a chance to get under way very often," she 
said. "Usually when I get out of the office, it's to inspect a 
boat." 

Ms. Ennis said that it was her love of boats that prompted 
her to join the Coast Guard, but it wasn't just being on the 
water that made Saturday's sail special. 

"I liked the merging of the different groups," she said, 
pointing to a navy Sailor in his crisp white dress uniform 
talking to a member of the Royal Canadian Navy. 

This sentiment was shared by many aboard the vessel, 
including Rear Adm. Michael Parks, commander of the 9th 
Coast Guard District, who at one time shared the bridge with 
Capt. Wesley Heerssen of the U.S. Brig Niagara and Rear 
Adm. Gregory Nosal, commander of the U.S. Navy Carrier 
Strike Group 2 based in Norfolk. 

"For me, this is an incredible, incredible honor to see our 
history come alive like this, to be aboard a ship like this and to 
think about what these men would have experienced," 
Admiral Parks said. " … This is our history. This is what it 
was really like." 

However, back when the Niagara first sailed, members of 
the Royal Canadian Navy would not have been on board. 
Admiral Parks said that the gathering showed just how strong 
the bonds have become between the two nations and the 
brotherhood that forms at sea. 

The admiral pointed down to the deck where there was a 
Navy whites and Coast Guard blues mixed in with the fatigues 
of the NROTC members as well as members of Canada's 
Navy. And down among them were the admiral's daughters, 
ages 9 and 12. 

"I see my little 9-year-old hauling a line," Admiral Parks 
said. "This is priceless." 

And as grand finale for the step back in time, crew 
members of the Niagara fired off one of two working cannons 
aboard just as it was about to dock to a waiting crowd in 
International Park. 

"It really was an exceptional day," Mr. Melhorn said. 
"What's so gratifying is what these young people got out of it." 
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COMMENTARY: 
26. Shared Goals Help Avoid U.S.-China Clash 
(SINGAPORE STRAITS TIMES 27 AUG 12) ... William Choong 

When in his element, Professor Hugh White is a 
revelation compared with many other stuffy academics 
expounding on the intricacies of international relations. His 
graduate classes at the Australian National University (at 
which I spent several years) are riveting, and draw a huge 
number of students. 

He was a senior official at the Australian Department of 
Defence before, and one of his favourite exhibits is a Royal 
Australian Air Force map, which is centred on the northern 
city of Darwin. There is usually a twinkle in Prof White's eyes 
as he expounds at length on Australia's defence policy options, 
with the help of the map. 

Recently, Prof White stirred up some controversy in 
Australia, with the publication of The China Choice: Why 
America Should Share Power. On their current trajectory, he 
argues, the United States and China will see themselves 
embroiled in conflict. 

He adds that the U.S. should share power with China. 
Furthermore, Japan should break off its alliance with the U.S. 
and develop nuclear weapons. The U.S. should consider 
giving China a sphere of influence in Indochina. 

With such tendentious proposals, it is no wonder that Prof 
White was struck off the guest list for a cocktail party hosted 
by former U.S. defence secretary Robert Gates in 2010, the 
Sydney Morning Herald reported. 

There are several problems with Prof White's analysis. 
First, he argues that the "greatest threat" to U.S. economic 

opportunities in Asia might arise from the "American 
determination to retain primacy". 

This is puzzling, to say the least. The U.S. maintenance of 
primacy in Asia in the past 60 years has led to economic 

prosperity all round, not only for Asian nations, including 
China, but for the U.S. as well. 

The Apple model is applicable here. It is exactly 
America's determination to maintain primacy - and the 
concurrent desire to keep sea lanes open - that has led to 
scores of Apple factories being located in China, a move that 
has benefited China, the U.S. and Asia in general. 

Second, Prof White argues that the U.S.' continuation of 
primacy is dangerous and could even lead to war with China. 

Not quite. Even though the U.S. has sought to assert its 
primacy in Asia, it has sought to engage China at the highest 
levels, be it through military-to-military exchanges, the 
Strategic and Economic Dialogue or the Shangri-La Dialogue. 
The U.S. has involved China in major regional issues, be it 
North Korea's nuclear programme or the development of 
regional institutions such as the East Asia Summit (EAS). 

The net effect is that China is relatively at ease with the 
U.S.-led status quo - at least for now. In 2005, China expert 
David Shambaugh wrote that China is a "good neighbour, a 
constructive partner, a careful listener and a non-threatening 
regional power". 

The third problem with Prof White's analysis is his 
conclusion that there is no mechanism to rein in China once 
Beijing turns belligerent. 

In what he himself concedes is a speculative scenario, 
Prof White maps out a situation where Vietnam and China 
clash again over the Spratly Islands, leading to Vietnam's call 
for American support. 

The U.S. reluctantly agrees to do so. This leads to 
hostilities, which involve the deployment of U.S. aircraft 
carriers and China firing nuclear missiles at the U.S. base of 
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Guam. Fearing that China might launch intercontinental 
missiles at U.S. cities, Washington decides not to hit back. 

This is curious. Non-retaliation on the part of the U.S. is 
unimaginable, since it would put paid to the credibility of U.S. 
security guarantees in Asia. 

Prof White also questions the effectiveness of the U.S.' 
so-called AirSea Battle concept in the Vietnam scenario. 
AirSea Battle is touted to counter China's emerging anti-
access area denial (A2AD) strategy of using anti-ship ballistic 
missiles to target U.S. aircraft carriers. 

AirSea Battle would see a massive campaign to destroy 
China's air and naval forces so U.S. maritime forces could 
operate freely. But it would lead to the "biggest war in many 
decades" that would not enable America to seize huge chunks 
of Chinese territory, Prof White argues. 

AirSea Battle, however, was never meant to seize Chinese 
territory, but to provide the U.S. with a way to counter China's 
A2AD strategy during hostilities. The benefits of AirSea 
Battle are also derived from the threat of using it. A major 
Sino-American war would be disastrous. But the threat of 
AirSea Battle could deter China from escalating hostilities. 

Prof White's analysis fails to note that China's military is 
far behind that of the U.S., argues Prof Paul Dibb, another 
Australian National University professor who has challenged 
his analysis. 

"There is little recognition of just how limited China's 
military capabilities are. It is simply not good enough to 
accept the pumped-up claims of the U.S. Naval War College 
that U.S. aircraft carriers are vulnerable to ballistic missile 
strikes by China," Prof Dibb wrote in The Australian. 

Ironically, Prof White's analysis unravels in its clarity. He 
offers three stark proposals for the U.S. - concede the field in 
Asia to China, resist China's challenge or share power with 
China. 

The fact, however, is that the U.S. has already "shared 
power" with Asia - as Prof White proposes. 

Since the historic rapprochement between Richard Nixon 
and Mao Zedong in 1972, the U.S. has recognised China as a 
great power, facilitated its entry into the World Trade 
Organisation and welcomed China to regional fora such as the 
EAS and Apec. 

Ultimately, two "denials" in Asia counter Prof White's 
gloomy prognostication of Sino-American relations. 

Prof White carves out "spheres of influence" for the U.S. 
and China in Asia - with the implication that Asian countries 
would have to choose a side. 

Carving such spheres of influence is problematic. 
Vietnam, for example, has spent the past 1,000 years resisting 

China's influence. Recommending such spheres is "simply 
asking for a war", argues Dr. Tim Huxley, executive director 
of the International Institute for Strategic Studies in Asia. 

Moreover, there is no need for such spheres of influence. 
Currently, stability in Asia is predicated on Asian countries' 
denial of choice between the U.S. and China. 

Asian countries do not see things in black and white, but 
grey. They want the U.S. to maintain its presence in Asia - but 
at the same time, they want to ride on China's economic 
dynamism. 

Across Asian capitals, the conclusions made at the highest 
political levels are the same. Australia's Foreign Minister Bob 
Carr has stressed that Canberra does not have to "choose 
America or China" - a stance echoed by Singapore. 

Recently, Indonesia's Defence Ministry said it was happy 
to work with both China and the U.S. 

And quite different from Prof White's argument about the 
inevitability of Sino-American conflict, stability in Asia is 
based on the denial of history. 

Historians agree that every rising power has challenged an 
established power - as seen in World War II, for example. But 
if China and the U.S. have their way, future stability in their 
relations will be built on shared goals. 

As tensions simmered over Chinese legal activist Chen 
Guangcheng in May, U.S. Secretary of State Hillary Clinton 
said that both sides were trying to "write a new answer" to 
counter the historical inevitability of conflict between a rising 
power and an established one. Mr. Dai Bingguo, her Chinese 
counterpart at the Strategic and Economic Dialogue in 
Washington, said likewise. 

Typically, international relations scholars have pooh-
poohed regional institutions such as the EAS, which now 
includes Asean, China and the U.S. 

Dr. Henry Kissinger - who was present at the creation of 
the historic Nixon-Mao rapprochement in 1972 - argues that a 
Pacific community involving Asian states would "make the 
U.S. and China part of a common enterprise". 

Involving major Asian countries such as Japan, Indonesia, 
Vietnam, India and Australia, the system would be a "joint" 
construction rather than one polarised between Chinese and 
American blocs, Dr. Kissinger wrote in his book on China last 
year. 

In the end, the U.S. does need to share power with China, 
as Prof White suggests. But that in itself is not a major break 
from current policy. The U.S., through the EAS and other 
mechanisms, has already done so. 
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27. U.S. And China: Clash Of Rising Powers 
Tit for tat game must end 
(SINGAPORE STRAITS TIMES 25 AUG 12) ... Sam Bateman 

Increasing competition is evident in the South China Sea 
between China on the one hand, and the United States, the 
Philippines and Vietnam on the other. This competition makes 
the development of effective regimes for managing the sea and 
its resources more difficult. 

Earlier this month, the U.S. State Department issued a 
comprehensive statement on Washington's position in the 
South China Sea. Unsurprisingly, China responded shortly 

afterwards with a robust statement strongly condemning the 
U.S. position. 

This exchange is yet another demonstration of the "tit for 
tat" game in the South China Sea - one player replies to 
another player's action and the other player responds in turn. 
Unless the players demonstrate some common interest and 
mutual understanding, the game can spiral out of control, 
leading to a "lose-lose" outcome. 
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None of this is helpful for regional stability, or for the 
development of effective regimes for managing the sea and its 
resources. These regimes are becoming even more necessary 
as competition for marine resources increases, shipping traffic 
grows, and there is further degradation of sensitive marine 
habitats. 

The U.S. and China 
While the U.S. pivot towards Asia has been welcomed in 

the region, it is equally true that most South-east Asian 
countries are apprehensive about growing tensions between 
China and the U.S. They don't like the way great power 
politics has intruded into the region. 

U.S. initiatives - such as the projected deployment of 
Littoral Combat Ships to Singapore, increased naval exercises 
in the region, naval assistance to the Philippines, public 
articulations of the aggressive AirSea Battle concept, and a 
growing defence relationship with Vietnam - inevitably 
provoke responses from China. They have the unfortunate 
consequence of fuelling the arguments of the more aggressive 
military planners in Beijing. 

As Henry Kissinger pointed out in his book On China, the 
game of wei qi (or "Go") and the fear of strategic encirclement 
play a key role in Chinese strategic thinking. The South China 
Sea is of great strategic importance to China; accordingly the 
U.S. initiatives there can only be seen by Beijing as part of a 
U.S. plan to contain China. The entry of India in the South 
China Sea adds to this appreciation. 

While the U.S. claims to take no side in the sovereignty 
disputes in the South China Sea, recent American initiatives 
look like it has taken sides. This is how Washington's position 
can be viewed in the streets of Beijing, Hanoi and Manila. 
U.S. engagement has had the unintended consequence of 
boosting nationalistic fervour in all three capitals. 

China and Vietnam 
A similar game of "tit for tat" is evident in relations 

between China and Vietnam. In June, Vietnam's National 
Assembly passed a new maritime law that included a clear 
statement of Vietnamese sovereignty over insular features of 
the South China Sea. 

This action was highly provocative to China. China's 
subsequent release of oil concession blocks off the coast of 
Vietnam and recent moves to establish Sansha City and a 
military garrison in the Paracels were likely responses to this 
Vietnamese provocation. 

Who's to blame? 
Most Western media comment on developments in the 

South China Sea put the blame on China for acting assertively 
and provoking retaliation. 

However, in most recent instances, it has been China that 
has been provoked first by the actions of another party. This 
was the case in recent developments between China and both 
Vietnam and the U.S. It was also the case in 2009 when 
Vietnam and Malaysia lodged their joint submission for an 
extended continental shelf in the South China Sea, effectively 
claiming all mineral resources of the southern part of the sea 
as their own. 

Putting the blame on Beijing overlooks a basic 
consideration with the sovereignty disputes in the South China 
Sea: that China's sovereignty claims there are at least as good 
as the claims of other parties. 

This is the objective opinion of many independent 
international lawyers. For example, in a substantial paper in 
1999, the late Professor Christopher Joyner, director of 
Georgetown University's Institute for International Law and 
Politics, found no strong legal support for any of the claims. 

He noted, however, that China's case was "well 
documented" while the Vietnamese case had major 
weaknesses, as did the Philippine and Malaysian claims. 

The game of "tit for tat" in the South China Sea benefits 
nobody and has to end. Diplomacy by all parties has been 
ineffective so far in improving the situation. The U.S. and 
China are not working well together. ASEAN is divided, and 
the lack of support within ASEAN has driven Hanoi and 
Manila towards Washington. 

Attempts to define "areas of dispute" are futile. Even the 
search for a Code of Conduct will not succeed if it places 
emphasis on dispute resolution and concessions on 
sovereignty as confidence-building measures rather than on 
cooperation. 

Cooperation must be put back on the agenda. This is an 
obligation of all parties under the 1982 UN Convention on the 
Law of the Sea, but this obligation has been overlooked in 
recent years. 

A cooperative management regime is required, based on a 
functional approach that exploits the common interests of 
claimant countries. A first step would be to set up a 
management body for the South China Sea comprising all 
bordering countries. ASEAN and China should negotiate the 
establishment of such a body. The U.S. can bring the "carrots" 
of experience in oceans management to the table rather than 
the "sticks" of increased military engagement. 

The writer is a senior fellow, maritime security 
programme, at the S. Rajaratnam School of International 
Studies, Nanyang Technological University. He is a former 
Australian naval commodore with research interests in 
regimes for good order at sea. 
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28. Building A Durable Afghan Peace 
(WASHINGTON POST 26 AUG 12) ... John R. Allen 

KABUL -- We can achieve what we set out to do in 
Afghanistan, defeating al-Qaeda and denying it a haven, but 
that depends on achieving an Afghanistan that can stand on its 
own. 

I recently attended a celebration here to commemorate 
Afghanistan’s 93rd year of independence. I was struck by the 
hope and the strengthening of the Afghans’ national identity 
and their determination to grip their country’s future. Most 
Americans do not get to see Afghans’ commitment to their 

country or the improving security that has emerged from our 
fight together. But I do. And I am confident that, with the 
international community’s commitment, we can consolidate 
our gains and build a durable peace in a part of the world vital 
to U.S. national security. 

This moment in Afghan history has arrived not by 
accident or luck but in the wake of powerful events: the 
growing strength and capability of Afghan security forces; the 
signing of bilateral and multilateral strategic partnerships; and 
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the international community’s pledge of substantial support 
for the next decade. 

These accomplishments have been borne on the backs of 
remarkable allied and Afghan forces — those serving today 
and those who have gone before. Their tremendous sacrifices 
are creating security conditions that, finally, are bringing a real 
sense of confidence to the Afghan people. 

We will not allow our efforts to be derailed by the so-
called “green-on-blue” attacks — Afghans shooting coalition 
troops — that have received so much attention recently. Each 
instance is a tragedy, and we mourn every loss. I have stood 
on the ramps of airfields here as we’ve sent home our fallen 
heroes. I take personally the loss of every member of the 
International Security Assistance Force. Afghan and 
international leaders at all levels are devoting unprecedented 
time and effort to reduce this threat. We have implemented 
measures to better protect our troops; we have helped build an 
Afghan force of close to 350,000; and Afghans are leading 
security operations in three-quarters of the country. This 
momentum is irreversible. 

But the real story here is green andblue. Every day, 
hundreds of thousands of Afghan soldiers and police across 
this nation work and fight side by side with coalition troops to 
defeat our common enemies and protect the civilian 
population. We interact closely on numerous operations, 
extending security for the Afghan people. 

The focus on “green-on-blue” attacks obscures the callous 
slaughter of Afghan civilians by insurgents led by Mohammad 
Omar. He has the blood of innocents on his hands even though 
he hypocritically tells his subordinates not to attack civilians. 
Either he is out of touch, or his forces are out of control. 
Perhaps that should be no surprise. Omar lives in Pakistan, as 
do many of his “commanders.” From that safe vantage point, 
they’ve sent hundreds of young, impressionable, largely 
spiritual and helpless youths to their deaths and detention in 
Afghanistan. For this, they must forfeit their honor and any 
claim to Islamic virtue. 

And they are losing. “Green” and “blue” have been taking 
the fight to the red enemy, the Taliban, and the enemy is 

fighting back from a position of weakness. His forces have 
largely been ejected from most of the relevant population 
areas, and from among the most relevant terrain in 
Afghanistan, the Afghan people. Omar is losing financial 
support from donors, who are sending their money elsewhere, 
and from reduced drug profits, thanks to Afghan and coalition 
efforts to stamp out the poppy harvest. Finally, Afghan 
security forces are increasing in number and quality every day. 
The area controlled by allied and Afghan forces reaches into 
Taliban support zones that had long been inaccessible. With 
each atrocity, assassination and depredation inflicted on 
innocent Afghans, the insurgents further distance themselves 
from the Afghan people and their faith, for there is a 
distinctive Islamic prohibition against murdering innocent 
civilians or benefiting from the scourge of drugs and abject 
criminality. 

This is playing out in another important color 
combination: white on red. The Afghan population is 
organizing to drive the hated Taliban from their villages. This 
movement is emerging in areas where the heavy hand of the 
Taliban has created a popular groundswell against the 
insurgents. 

These trends speak well for the future of Afghanistan, but 
the international community should know these gains are 
fragile, and reversible, if we lose our will to succeed. 

U.S., allied and Afghan security forces will continue to 
deal with “green-on-blue” attacks. We will mourn our 
precious dead, but we will not permit this threat to derail the 
progress being made by coalition and Afghan forces. We also 
resolve to protect the civilian population, the “white,” from the 
scourge of the Taliban, the “red.” 

This struggle is far from over, but the solution will be 
found in our growing strength and will not be defined by 
incidents of “green-on-blue” violence. Our cause is right, our 
determination is clear and our sacrifices have not been in vain. 
We are, in fact, prevailing. 

John R. Allen is commander of the NATO International 
Security Assistance Force and U.S. forces in Afghanistan. 
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29. Reckless Defense Cuts Would Hurt Small Firms And Military 
(ORLANDO SENTINEL 26 AUG 12) ... Roy Sweatman 

There's a famous scene in the movie "Apollo 13," as 
legendary Flight Director Gene Kranz is pushing his team to 
find a way to save the mission. "We're gonna have to figure it 
out," he says. "I want people in our simulators working re-
entry scenarios. I want you guys to find every engineer who 
designed every switch, every circuit, every transistor and 
every light bulb that's up there. Then I want you to talk to the 
guy in the assembly line who actually built the thing." 

It's a central moment -- when the audience realizes it's not 
just astronauts and mission controllers who make our space 
program great. That those heroes stand at the top of a vast 
network of engineers, machinists, and mechanics -- each of 
whom is mission critical. 

The entire aerospace and defense industry is this way. A 
handful of large prime contractors might do final assembly on 
complicated equipment like fighter jets and submarines, but 
the most specialized skills and technical expertise are found in 
a deep, rich supply chain, made up of small and midsized 

companies in towns and cities across the country. Companies 
like mine, where 110 Americans make customized high-
performance parts for zero-risk-tolerance uses, from quick-
release mechanisms for military parachutes to components for 
the valves that triggered the rockets on the vehicle lowering 
Curiosity to the surface of Mars. 

Seventy cents out of each military purchasing dollar goes 
to such supply-chain firms, which are home to more than two-
thirds of defense manufacturing jobs. 

Unfortunately, our representatives in Congress don't seem 
to appreciate these facts. If they did, I don't see how they 
could have voted for the mindless sequestration cuts that are 
set to eviscerate military, space and other federal budgets just 
four months from now. 

Triggered by the failure of the budget supercommittee last 
fall, sequestration will pull more than $500 billion out of our 
national defenses through mechanical across-the-board 



 31

reductions, over the objections of defense planners and 
economists alike. 

Such abrupt and indiscriminate cuts will wreak havoc on 
the aerospace defense chain of supply as they flow down from 
the large prime contractors to the small businesses that do so 
much of the actual work. Economists say more than 1 million 
defense-connected jobs could be lost in 2013. That means a 
proportional hit of 600,000 jobs at small and midsized 
manufacturing shops. Congress might have aimed for a few 
wealthy megafirms, but it's machine shops, tool and die 
presses, and family-owned businesses in every district in every 
state that will take the ultimate hit. 

The cost in jobs is painful enough, but the loss of 
technical excellence and capabilities is an even greater 
concern. My company, for example, has the only water jet 
deburring system in the U.S. -- basically a computer-
controlled machine using a tiny stream of high-pressure water 
to remove metal imperfections in high-grade mechanical parts. 

My peers have their own specialties and skills, often built 
up through years of investment and on-the-job experience, and 
together we make up a bastion of industrial excellence that 
gives our troops an unbeatable high-tech advantage on any 
field of battle. 

But if these abrupt, reckless sequestration cuts cause us to 
lose people or entire companies that are home to unique 

capabilities and skills -- if we destroy the industrial "muscle 
memory" that is the backbone of American military 
superiority -- we could end up paying the price for 
generations. It's already starting to happen with the 
devastating cuts to Florida's space professionals. Piling on 
sequestration cuts could accelerate that dangerous trend to a 
breakneck pace. 

Sequestration would decimate our military -- like 
"shooting ourselves in the head," according to Defense 
Secretary Leon Panetta. And it would strangle our recovering 
economy. Economists say it would add more than a 
percentage point to national unemployment and destroy two-
thirds of projected growth next year. 

It's a lose-lose policy that makes no sense. Congress needs 
to start over -- address our budget problems through serious 
policy and long-term solutions, not accounting gimmicks and 
legislative trickery. We need to deal with our long-term 
problems, but not through sequestration that only makes things 
worse. 

As anyone who watched "Apollo 13" would say: "Failure 
is not an option." 

Roy Sweatman is president of Southern Manufacturing 
Technologies Inc. in Tampa. 
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30. Sequestration Would Destroy U.S. Economy 
(BALTIMORE SUN 27 AUG 12) ... Clayola Brown 

Across America, manufacturing workers and their 
families are starting to hope again. Unemployment remains 
unacceptably high at 8.2 percent, but it has come down from 
10 percent in October 2009. After the worst recession since 
the Great Depression, the U.S. economy has created 4 million 
jobs over the past two years. 

Working families have a message for Congress: Keep the 
fragile recovery alive. But unbelievably, Congress is on the 
verge of tacitly approving huge budget cuts that would send 
up to 1.5 million Americans back to the unemployment lines. 

Massive budget cuts now would be like pulling the plug 
on a patient after he’s awakened from a long coma and is 
about to walk for the first time in years. In fact, budget cuts 
scheduled to start next January could set back economic 
recovery for years. The automatic cuts, known as 
“sequestration,” were set in motion by the failure of a 
congressional “Supercommittee” to develop a long-term 
budget plan last fall and will take effect Jan. 1 unless Congress 
approves a new agreement before then. 

Sequestration cuts in the defense budget would be 
especially devastating to the economy because of the 
aerospace sector’s importance to local economies across 
America. One study estimated that 1 million to 1.5 million 
workers would lose their jobs, increasing the unemployment 
rate by a full percentage point. 

An estimated $86 billion would be removed from the 
economy from defense cuts alone, reducing economic growth 
by 25 percent. The Congressional Budget Office warns 
explicitly that defense sequestration cuts could help push the 
economy into another recession. 

Sequestration would devastate our country’s 
manufacturing base, not only destroying hundreds of 

thousands of decent jobs but also permanently weakening our 
ability to compete. 

Aerospace is one of the few remaining manufacturing 
industries in which America is No. 1, and it’s the largest net 
exporter of any industry — contributing more than $40 billion 
to our trade balance. The world comes to us for commercial 
and military aircraft, rockets and other space equipment and a 
wide assortment of related parts and services. But competitors 
are ready to pounce, as they did in so many other areas in 
recent decades. 

And even if some plants manage to avoid that fate, history 
tells us that it’s penny-wise but pound-foolish to shut down a 
production line, only to start it back up. When production of 
the B-1bomber was temporarily canceled in the late 1970s and 
later resumed, the cost skyrocketed. Sequestration would 
amount to making the same mistake with our entire military 
aircraft modernization program. 

Aerospace jobs aren’t just any manufacturing jobs. These 
skilled positions provide above-average pay of $80,000 a year, 
on average, supporting families across the country. 
Theaerospace industry supports 3.5 million jobs, including 
indirect employment by suppliers, vendors and supporting 
businesses. 

It’s mind-boggling that we’re a little more than four 
months away from destroying our economic recovery by 
slashing deep into one area of government spending that a vast 
majority of Americans support: our national defense. 

Indeed, most congressional Democrats and Republicans 
as well as the Obama administration have come out against 
chainsawing our defense budget. Secretary of Defense Leon 
Panetta, who recently advocated for a painful $487 billion cut 
to Pentagon spending over 10 years, says the sequestration 
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cuts — which would slash an additional $500 billion over the 
next decade — would “hollow out” our armed forces by 
canceling needed modernization of air, land and sea 
equipment and drastically reducing research and development 
of new technologies. 

We need leaders from both sides of the aisle to agree on a 
rational budget approach that protects America and doesn’t 
snuff out economic recovery. If Congress fails, it will 

effectively pull the rug out from millions of Americans who 
are finally starting to hope for better days ahead. That would 
be a cruel fate that American working families don’t deserve 
and that America can’t afford. 

Clayola Brown is national president of the A. Philip 
Randolph Institute, the nation’s leading African-american 
labor organization. 
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31. American Sea Power In The 21st Century 
(SOUTHEAST MISSOURIAN 24 AUG 12) ... Wayne Bowen 

The U.S. Navy is the indispensable guarantor of our 
nation's overseas interests, the branch of the armed forces 
most compatible with our individual liberties, and the clearest 
means of rapidly asserting our international strength and 
asynchronous military superiority. For these reasons, funding 
for the navy ships, systems and personnel should be 
considered "first among equals" in our military spending, 
especially under our current budgetary crisis. 

As an Army Reservist, son of a Marine, and stepson of a 
career Air Force NCO, I have not arrived at this conclusion 
easily, but after deliberate consideration. 

The primary tool of the U.S. Navy is the carrier strike 
group, a battle formation of surface warships, submarines, 
ship-based Marines, aircraft and logistics vessels, built around 
a nuclear-powered aircraft carrier. 

Stationed at key locations around the globe, these strike 
groups provide the United States with an ability to react 
immediately to threats from rogue nations, augment our 
existing deployments, deter piracy, conduct humanitarian 
operations, and otherwise show U.S. engagement in the world. 

Unlike Army and Air Force units, both of which require 
local logistics support and bases, our Navy can replenish and 
resupply itself at sea, although friendly ports can extend the 
range and reduce the expense of these operations. 

The U.S. has traditionally maintained 11 supercarriers -- 
the largest classes of these warships -- as the flagship vessels 
for these strike groups. Current defense planning includes 
introducing the newest version of these vessels, starting in 
2015, until 10 are built and added to combatant forces. 

This should be considered the absolute minimum level of 
carrier capabilities necessary to maintain our military 
superiority at sea. Given the necessity to maintain naval 
strength in the Persian Gulf/Indian Ocean, as well as the 
western Pacific, Atlantic, and an ability to surge to two to 
three carriers during crises, fewer than 10 carriers would 
hinder the ability of the U.S. to react to threats, while 
maintaining its global obligations. 

The Navy is also the branch of service most able to 
preserve our ability to trade freely, and least able to be 
misused as an impediment to our liberties. 

One of the primary missions of the U.S. Navy is to ensure 
that international waters remain free for the commerce of all 
nations. While the Coast Guard shares some of this 
responsibility along our coasts, their many missions keep them 
overtasked and undermanned. 

Free trade is the best expression of our belief in free 
markets, in our relations with other nations. Overseas trade, 
protected by our fleets, is therefore not just a necessity for the 

United States, but a manifestation of our conception of 
individual liberty. 

While allied navies, such as those of the United Kingdom, 
Japan, France and South Korea, do contribute toward keeping 
sea lanes open, it is the United States alone that has the 
capability to interdict the pirates, smugglers of illegal goods, 
terrorists and other nefarious actors who attempt to conduct 
their activities at sea. 

Our Founding Fathers, who learned from the experiences 
of continental Europe, knew that a large, home-based, 
standing army was a greater threat to liberty than a navy. The 
combat power of a navy, while devastating at sea and along 
littoral regions, does not lend itself well to the formation of an 
occupying force. It was not primarily Sailors of the British 
crown that forced themselves into the homes of American 
colonists, seizing property without warrants and occupying 
houses without compensation. In the Bill of Rights, we can see 
clearly in the Second, Third and Fourth Amendments, as well 
as less directly in other elements of this document, the impact 
of excesses by an occupying army. 

Of course, the U.S. Army is not the British Army of the 
18th century. Every soldier swears an oath to defend the 
Constitution of the United States, and is therefore bound to 
protect all enumerated liberties of American citizens. 
Nonetheless, it would be far easier for politicians, especially a 
president, to misuse the U.S. Army, given its greater 
capabilities for ground operations of all kinds. 

Given the demonstrated competence of the military, it is 
easy for leaders to respond to crises for calling for its 
immediate deployment -- to help with natural disasters, illegal 
immigration, inner-city crime, even economic development. 
The U.S. Navy is less suited to these kinds of operations, 
whether at home or abroad, and so will tempt politicians less, 
as they mistakenly look for easy ways to solve problems that 
do not lend themselves to simple solutions. 

Over the next decade, the U.S. will need to dramatically 
cut spending in order to reverse our unsustainable levels of 
deficit spending. While my hope would be that the military in 
general will be spared draconian cuts, I am doubtful that this 
will be possible. 

When, not if, budget cuts do come to the armed forces 
and our broader national security structure, the navy should be 
given the highest priority. The U.S. Navy is not only the most 
versatile armed force, it will remain for the foreseeable future 
the service most necessary for our commerce and consistent 
with our liberties. 

Dr. Wayne H. Bowen, professor and chairman of the 
Department of History at Southeast Missouri State University, 
is also a lieutenant colonel in the U.S. Army Reserve. 
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The Southeast Missourian is a daily newspaper published 
in Cape Girardeau, Missouri, and serves the southeastern 

portion of Missouri. 
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32. The Case For Coveralls 
(NAVY TIMES 03 SEP 12) ... Editorial 

Navy leaders once again are wading into the dense jungle 
of cammie controversy, looking now at ditching the aquaflage 
Navy Working Uniform in favor of the desert and woodland 
patterns for fleetwide wear. 

When, oh when, will they ever learn? There is no need to 
dress shipboard sailors in camouflage. 

So the answer to which is the best pattern is: None of the 
above. 

Coveralls remain the single-best working uniform for 
sailors who are not Seabees, SEALs or explosive ordnance 
techs, or otherwise performing jobs that might require them to 
seek concealment on the ground. 

Coveralls traditionally have been sailors’ favorite work 
uniform and for good reason: Lots of pockets, comfortable and 
easy to care for. 

Yet the brass has always been hung up on whether they 
are presentable enough pierside or in public. Hence the 2010 
rule that sailors could wear coveralls only when underway and 
must switch to the NWU in port. That forces sailors to 
maintain more seabag items, requires them to race around 
changing uniforms when getting underway or returning to 

port, and generally adds needless cost and confusion to their 
lives. 

Some favor cammies out of the belief they are more in 
keeping with the image of the modern war fighter. But anyone 
who has seen a less-than-squared-away sailor in baggy, saggy 
cammies knows they can look more like a frat boy in pajamas 
than a combatant on patrol. Clean, well-maintained coveralls, 
in fact, can project an impressive image of a professional on 
the job. 

And, sailors say, they hide dirt and grime at least as well 
as the NWU, counter to leadership’s position that cammies 
were better at that. 

Now, hear this: Resist all urges to revert to uniform 
madness. 

Slowly, systematically, use up and then retire the silly 
blue NWU. 

In its place, adopt the coveralls as the new working 
uniform for shipboard sailors, and enforce regulations 
requiring them to be in good working order. 

Finally, eliminate restrictions on the simple, functional 
ball cap. 
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This Week in the War of 1812: 
On March 3, 1814, Rear Admiral Sir George Cockburn of the Royal Navy arrived in the Chesapeake Bay 
aboard HMS Marlborough. Cockburn gained notoriety for his aggressive inland operations as his forces 
burned private homes, businesses, and mercantile establishments during Admiral Sir John Warren's 
Chesapeake Bay campaign between March and September of 1814. His attack on Hampton, Va., was 
particularly controversial as British forces committed rape and murder while looting and destroying private 
property. Admiral Warren later blamed the incident on a Canadian infantry unit to avoid prosecution. For 
more information on the War of 1812, visit hhttttpp::////wwwwww..oouurrffllaaggwwaassssttiilllltthheerree..oorrgg// 
  
TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Commander, U.S. Naval Forces Europe-Africa, Allied Joint Forces Command Naples Holds Change 
Of Command 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 24 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Stephen Oleksiak, Commander, U.S. Naval Forces 
Europe-Africa/Commander, U.S. 6th Fleet Public Affairs 

NAPLES, Italy -- Commander, U.S. Naval Forces Europe-Africa (NAVEUR-NAVAF), and commander, Allied Joint Forces 
Command Naples (JFC), held a change of command ceremony on Naval Support Activity Naples in Naples, Italy, Feb. 24, where 
Adm. Bruce W. Clingan relieved Adm. Samuel J. Locklear III. 

 
2. U.S. Bulks Up Iran Defenses 
Pentagon plans new sea, land measures to counter any attempt to close Persian Gulf oil gateway 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 25 FEB 12) ... Adam Entous and Julian E. Barnes 

The Pentagon is beefing up U.S. sea- and land-based defenses in the Persian Gulf to counter any attempt by Iran to close the Strait 
of Hormuz. 

 
3. 100,000 Jobs Mission Hiring Event Gives Veterans Opportunities 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 26 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Shannon Burns, Defense Media Activity 

BETHESDA, Md. -- Military veterans had the opportunity to meet with more than 25 employers during the first "100,000 Jobs 
Mission Hiring" event at Naval Support Activity-Bethesda (NSAB), in Bethesda, Md., Feb. 25. 

 
4. A Warship Returns, With The Family In Tow 
(NEW YORK TIMES 27 FEB 12) ... C.J. CHIVERS 

ABOARD USS JOHN C. STENNIS, off Mexico — Aidan Daniels’s journey toward his father began a little more than a week 
ago in the airport in Seattle, where he boarded a commercial flight headed over the Pacific. Six hours later, he landed in Honolulu and 
looked up into the eyes of his father, Lt. Cmdr. William Daniels, a Navy cryptologist. He had not seen him in seven months. 

 
5. Va.-Based Sailor From Ky. To Be Honored By Obamas 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 24 FEB 12) 

NORFOLK, Va. — An aircrewman based at Naval Station Norfolk will be among those attending a White House dinner honoring 
members of the armed forces who served in Iraq. 

 
6. Transition Benefits: NPC Officials Discuss Post-ERB Matters With Northwest Sailors 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 24 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Lawrence Davis 

SILVERDALE, Wash. -- The Navy Personnel Command (NPC) Fleet Engagement team visited Sailors, families and leadership 
in the Pacific Northwest to discuss post-Enlisted Retention Board (ERB) matters and transition benefits, Feb. 21-23. 
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CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
7. Guided-Missile Destroyer Deploying To Western Pacific Ocean, Middle East 
(KGTV ABC SAN DIEGO 24 FEB 12) 

SAN DIEGO -- The guided-missile destroyer USS Sampson departed San Diego on Friday for a six-month deployment to the 
western Pacific Ocean and Middle East. 

 
8. Navy Carrier Strike Group To Return Next Week 
John C. Stennis Carrier Strike Group Was Deployed To Western Pacific, Middle East For 7 Months 
(KGTV ABC SAN DIEGO 24 FEB 12) 

SAN DIEGO -- The John C. Stennis Carrier Strike Group is expected to return to San Diego next week following a seven-month 
deployment to the western Pacific and Middle East, the Navy announced Friday. 

 
9. Happy Homecoming For Navy Pilots 
(KGPE CBS FRESNO 26 FEB 12) ... Tony Botti 

Sunday, loved ones gave Navy pilots a warm welcome after landing at Lemoore's Naval Air Station. Members of four strike 
fighter squadrons returned after wrapping up a seven month deployment in the Middle East. They were aboard the USS John C. 
Stennis, which was stationed in the Arabian Gulf. 

 
10. Despite Recent Crashes, Military Aviation Is Safer 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 25 FEB 12) ... Gretel C. Kovach 

The youngest of seven Marines killed last week when two helicopters collided was a 21-year-old lance corporal. The eldest was a 
37-year-old major. The faces of these men who perished in the California desert are a portrait of the ever present dangers of military 
aviation, stateside or flying in combat. 

 
11. Violent Uproar In Afghanistan Casts Shadow On U.S. Pullout 
(NEW YORK TIMES 27 FEB 12) ... Matthew Rosenberg and Thom Shanker 

WASHINGTON — American officials sought to reassure both Afghanistan’s government and a domestic audience on Sunday 
that the United States remained committed to the war after the weekend killing of two American military officers inside the Afghan 
Interior Ministry and days of deadly anti-American protests. 

 
12. Fleet Survey Team Completes Mission In Colombia 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 24 FEB 12) ... U.S. Naval Forces Southern Command & U.S. 4th Fleet Public Affairs 

CARTAGENA, Colombia -- The Naval Oceanographic Office (NAVOCEANO) Fleet Survey Team (FST) completed survey 
operations in the coastal waters of Cartagena, Colombia Feb. 23. 

 
13. USS McFaul Heads To The Arabian Sea 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 26 FEB 12) ... Story by Chief Mass Communication Specialist Karen E. Cozza, COMNAVSURFLANT 
Public Affairs 

NORFOLK -- The guided-missile destroyer USS McFaul (DDG 74) departed Naval Station Norfolk today on a regularly 
scheduled deployment to the Arabian Sea to participate in counter-piracy operations. 

 

GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
14. Israeli Attack On Iran Might Pull U.S. Into New War 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 25 FEB 12) ... Robert Burns 

WASHINGTON - An Israeli pre-emptive attack on Iran's nuclear sites could draw the U.S. into a new Mideast conflict, a prospect 
dreaded by a war-weary Pentagon wary of new entanglements. 

 
15. Israel Navy Shifts To Small Yet High-Tech Combat Ships 
(DEFENSE NEWS 27 FEB 12) ... Barbara Opall-Rome 

HAIFA, Israel — After 15 years of false starts, the Israel Navy is shifting its surface fleet modernization course toward small, 
modular combat ships, Navy sources said. 

 
16. Nations Press Halt In Attacks To Allow Aid To Syrian Cities 
(NEW YORK TIMES 25 FEB 12) ... Steven Lee Myers 

TUNIS — Representatives of more than 60 nations and organizations called on Syria’s government on Friday to halt its attacks 
on besieged cities and asked the United Nations to begin planning for a peacekeeping force, even as prospects for a diplomatic way 
out of the conflict appeared dim. 
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17. U.S. General: Missile Defense On Track 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 26 FEB 12) ... Dusan Stojanovic 

PODGORICA, Montenegro — American forces are now manning a new radar defense site in Turkey that could help defend 
Europe from a potential Iranian ballistic missile attack, the U.S. Army's commander in Europe said Sunday. 

 
18. N. Korea Vows ‘Sacred War’ Over U.S.—S. Korea Drills 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 25 FEB 12) 

SEOUL, South Korea — North Korea on Feb. 25 threatened a “sacred war” over U.S.-South Korean joint military drills next 
week as a U.S. envoy urged Pyongyang’s new leadership to engage in dialogue with the outside world. 

 
19. Jakarta's Submarine Buy Raises Stakes In Build-Up 
Purchase of three vessels could complicate undersea routes, but not seen to shift region's balance of power 
(SOUTH CHINA MORNING POST 26 FEB 12) 

Indonesia's recent U.S. $1.1 billion move to buy three diesel-electric submarines from South Korea highlights the growing 
complexities beneath the waves of East Asia as the region's undersea build-up continues apace. 

 
20. DFA: No To Joint Development With China 
(PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 27 FEB 12) 

The joint development of areas in the West Philippine Sea (South China Sea) that “are clearly ours is not a viable solution” to our 
problem with China, according to Foreign Secretary Albert del Rosario. 

 
21. Indian Navy Succeeds In Pushing Back Pirates 
(TIMES OF INDIA 26 FEB 12) ... Sudha Nambudiri 

KOCHI - The Indian Navy's action against the Somalian pirates off the Gulf of Aden has resulted in the seas on the Indian side 
being declared a safe area for merchant ships. "Many ships have been taking the route off the Indian coast after the Indian Navy's 
strong action against the Somalian pirates," said Captain Pottengal Mukundan, Director, International Maritime Bureau Piracy 
Reporting Centre (PRC). 

 
22. U.K. Military Faces Potential Readiness Gap 
(AVIATION WEEK 24 FEB 12) ... Robert Wall 

LONDON - Charitably, one might say that the U.K.’s Defense Ministry is in a no-win situation regarding defense programs—
damned if it cuts more and damned if it doesn’t. 

 
23. Canada To Host Meetings On Controversial Stealth Fighter Jets 
(CANADIAN PRESS 25 FEB 12) ... Mike Blanchfield 

OTTAWA -- Canada has convened two days of international meetings in Washington next week to discuss problems around the 
controversial F-35 stealth fighter jet program. 

 
24. Brazil Vows To Rebuild Antarctic Research Station 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 26 FEB 12) ... John Lyons 

SÃO PAULO, Brazil—Brazil's President Dilma Rousseff vowed to rebuild the nation's Antarctic research station after a fire 
destroyed the facility Saturday, killing two naval personnel. 

 

PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
25. Sailors Eager For A Chance At Rota Duty 
(NAVY TIMES 26 FEB 12) ... William H. McMichael 

Sailors are angling for a chance to go to Naval Station Rota, Spain, now that the Navy has named the four destroyers that will be 
homeported there in the coming years. 

 
26. First Black Woman To Command Navy Missile Destroyer Is From Greensboro 
(WGHP FOX GREENSBORO 24 FEB 12) ... Deven Swartz 

NORFOLK – A Greensboro woman has become the first black woman in history to take command of a U.S. Navy missile 
destroyer. 
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27. Aviator Pay Boost 
Continuation cash up nearly across the board; VAQ pilots see big increase 
(NAVY TIMES 05 MAR 12) ... Joshua Stewart 

If you’re a pilot or a naval flight officer approaching your department head tour, you may want to crack open some nice 
champagne: The Navy has increased aviation career continuation pay for several communities, in some cases by as much as $10,000 
per year. 

 
28. Sea Service Leadership Association's 2012 Navy Leadership Awards 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 25 FEB 12) ... Ensign Amber Lynn Daniel, Diversity and Inclusion Public Affairs 

WASHINGTON -- The Navy will honor four outstanding women at the upcoming Joint Women's Leadership Symposium's 
Leadership Awards Luncheon at the Gaylord Hotel in National Harbor, Md., on March 5 as announced in NAVADMIN 068/12, Feb. 
23. 

 
29. Retiring Navy Wounded Warrior Joins NAVSEA Disability Employment Program Team 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 25 FEB 12) ... Navy Safe Harbor Public Affairs 

WASHINGTON -- The commander of Naval Sea System Command (NAVSEA) met with a Navy wounded warrior who recently 
secured a promising internship opportunity at NAVSEA. 

 
30. Tecumseh Grad Honored As Navy's Top Recruiter 
Tecumseh grad selected from 7,000, honored as Navy's top enlisted recruiter 
(EVANSVILLE (IN) COURIER & PRESS 26 FEB 12) ... Max Roll 

Being from Elberfeld, Ind., Navy Counselor First Class Brand Whobrey likes to consider himself just a regular guy from a regular 
small town. 

 
31. USS Ronald Reagan Sailor Dies In Vehicle Accident 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 26 FEB 12) ... USS Ronald Reagan Public Affairs 

BREMERTON, Wash. -- A Sailor from the USS Ronald Reagan (CVN 76) died Feb. 24 as a result of a vehicle accident on State 
Route 16 in Kitsap County, Wash. 

 

FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
32. Lifetime Cost To Run F-35 Fighter: About $1 Trillion 
(REUTERS 26 FEB 12) ... Andrea Shalal-Esa 

WASHINGTON - The Pentagon estimates that it will still cost about $1 trillion to operate a fleet of 2,443 F-35 fighter jets over 
the next 50 years, but is continuing to analyze how to drive that staggering sum down, a top U.S. Marine Corps official told Reuters. 

 
33. U.S. Marines Near Start Of F-35 Fighter Training Flights 
(REUTERS 25 FEB 12) ... Andrea Shalal-Esa 

EGLIN AIR FORCE BASE, Florida, Feb 24 -- Top U.S. Marine Corps officials hailed progress on the next-generation F-35B 
fighter jet built by Lockheed Martin Corp and said military training flights could be approved by late March or early April. 

 
34. U.S. Navy Launches Next-Generation Military Satellite 
(SPACE.COM 24 FEB 12) ... Mike Wall 

The United States Navy launched an advanced tactical satellite today (Feb. 24), lofting to orbit the first spacecraft in a new 
communications constellation that should provide a big upgrade for American troops. 

 
35. Multiyear Contracts Shield Big Weapons From Cuts 
(BLOOMBERG GOVERNMENT 24 FEB 12) ... Kevin Brancato 

President Barack Obama's fiscal 2013 budget proposal seeks approval for $52.7 billion in multiyear procurement contracts, which 
would make several major weapons programs harder to cut during the next several years. 

 
36. Ingalls Awarded $70 Million Add-On To LPD 27 Contract 
(PASCAGOULA (MS) PRESS 24 FEB 12) ... April M. Havens 

PASCAGOULA, Mississippi -- Ingalls Shipbuilding in Pascagoula has been awarded a not-to-exceed $70 million contract add-on 
for the purchase of long-lead-time materials that will be used to build amphibious transport dock ship LPD 27, the Department of 
Defense announced Thursday. 
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37. Austal Gets $322M For Next Two JHSVs 
(MOBILE PRESS-REGISTER 24 FEB 12) ... Dan Murtaugh 

MOBILE, Alabama -- The U.S. Navy just exercised its options on its eighth and ninth joint high-speed vessels, awarding Austal 
USA $321.7 million to build the transport ships. 

 
38. Fuel-Cell SUVs Tested By Navy, Corps In Hawaii 
(NAVY TIMES 24 FEB 12) ... Matthew Daneman 

Over the past three years, legions of drivers from Jay Leno to average Americans have been behind the wheels of a fleet of special 
Chevrolet Equinoxes powered by fuel cells. 

 
39. U.S. Eyes V-22 Aircraft Sales To Israel, Canada, UAE 
(REUTERS 26 FEB 12) ... Andrea Shalal-Esa 

EGLIN AIR FORCE BASE, Florida - The U.S. government is eyeing Israel, Canada and the United Arab Emirates as possible 
initial foreign buyers of the V-22 Osprey, a tilt-rotor aircraft built by Boeing Co and Bell Helicopter, a top U.S. Marine Corps official 
told Reuters. 

 

BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
40. U.S. Navy: San Diego Is Best Home For LCS 
(DEFENSE NEWS 27 FEB 12) ... Gidget Fuentes 

SAN DIEGO — A U.S. Navy environmental report has determined that this California city is the best place on the West Coast to 
homeport the service's new fleet of littoral combat ships, with as many as 16 hulls to be based there by 2020. 

 
41. Officials: Shipyard Strong, Work Lined Up For Years To Come 
(PORTSMOUTH (NH) HERALD 25 FEB 12) ... Deborah McDermott 

PORTSMOUTH — The Portsmouth Naval Shipyard is strong and growing stronger, with gains in employment and years of work 
ahead. 

 
42. More Than $40M Invested In Marinette Shipyard 
Another $22M earmarked for improvements in 2012 
(GREEN BAY PRESS-GAZETTE 26 FEB 12) ... Nathan Phelps 

MARINETTE — More than $40 million has been invested in the Marinette Marine Corp. shipyard as part of the U.S. Navy 
littoral combat ship program, and its parent company isn't done yet. 

 
43. NCTAMSLANT Completes Critical Power Upgrade 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 25 FEB 12) ... Timothy Severn, Fleet Cyber Command/U.S. 10th Fleet Public Affairs 

NORFOLK -- Naval Computer and Telecommunications Area Master Station Atlantic (NCTAMS LANT) completed mission 
critical power upgrades to its facility, Feb. 23, following an evolution that has been deemed the largest communication systems 
shutdown in the command's 62-year history. 

 
44. Navy Energy Programs To Be Showcased At 2012 ARPA-E Energy Innovation Summit 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 25 FEB 12) ... Chief of Naval Operations Energy and Environmental Readiness Division Public Affairs 

The U.S. Navy will showcase its energy initiatives during the 2012 ARPA-E Energy Innovation Summit, Feb. 27-29, at the 
Gaylord National Resort & Convention Center in National Harbor, Md. 

 
45. Tuskegee Airman, Widow Visit NASL For Black History Month 
(HANFORD (CA) SENTINAL 25 FEB 12) ... Mike Eiman 

NAVAL AIR STATION LEMOORE — What’s better than a big-budget action movie about history’s most well-regarded group 
of African-American pilots? 

 
46. Calvo Discusses Buildup Plans With Federal Officials 
(PACIFIC DAILY NEWS (GUAM) 27 FEB 12) 

Gov. Eddie Calvo’s relationship with the Pentagon continues to translate in a “One Guam” approach to the buildup. 
 

47. Japan, U.S. Discuss Okinawa Forces Realignment 
(KYODO NEWS 27 FEB 12) 

TOKYO -- Japan and the United States on Monday began a meeting of senior diplomatic and defense officials to discuss the 
realignment of U.S. forces in Okinawa. 
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48. U.S., ROK Sailors Join Forces To Bestow Goodwill 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 26 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Timmy Wakefield, USS Blue Ridge Public Affairs 

BUSAN, Republic of Korea -- Sixty Sailors from USS Blue Ridge (LCC 19), U.S. 7th Fleet flagship; embarked 7th Fleet staff; 
and Republic of Korea (ROK) Navy came together as one team participating in a community service (COMSERV) project at a 
children's home during a scheduled port visit to Busan, Republic of Korea, Feb. 25. 

 

NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
49. Letters To Pentagon Ask To Name A Warship "Marinette" 
(WBAY ABC GREEN BAY 24 FEB 12) ... Sara Kronenberg 

MARINETTE - A local message is on its way to the Pentagon as thousands of residents are asking the Secretary of the Navy to 
name a ship after the city of Marinette. It's a push that's been almost a year in the making. 

 
50. Pentagon Builds Auditing Army As Budget Shrinks 
(BLOOMBERG GOVERNMENT 26 FEB 12) ... Nick Taborek 

The Defense Department wants to add as many as 1,612 employees to oversee and audit contracts next year even as it plans for a 
5 percent cut in the U.S. military’s budget. 

 
51. New Accounting Rule Could Cost DoD Billions 
(DEFENSE NEWS 27 FEB 12) ... Sarah Chacko and Zachary Fryer-Biggs 

The Pentagon may pay billions of dollars more for weapons programs in coming years because of an obscure new federal 
accounting rule. 

 
52. U.S. Coast Guard Budget Request Eliminates 2 Cutters 
(DEFENSE NEWS 24 FEB 12) ... Christopher P. Cavas 

They’re gone. 
 

53. New TRICARE Rx Co-Pays To Save DoD $28B 
'Huge' TRICARE Savings Expected From Higher Drug Co-Pays 
(MILITARY UPDATE 27 FEB 12) ... Tom Philpott 

The biggest knife for slicing TRICARE costs off future defense budgets is not new and higher enrollment fees or deductibles 
proposed for retirees and their families who use one of the military's health insurance options of TRICARE Prime, Standard, Extra or, 
for the elderly, TRICARE for Life. 

 
54. Lawsuit Seeks Navy Records On DADT Study 
(NAVY TIMES 25 FEB 12) ... William H. McMichael 

A conservative Christian advocacy group and the leading opponent of integrating gays into the military have joined forces to sue 
the Navy to obtain records they believe will show that the Pentagon intentionally deceived Congress by distorting the findings of an 
internal study. 

 
55. DoD Struggles To Improve Care For Wounded Warriors 
(ARMY TIMES 05 FEB 12) ... Patricia Kime 

Defense officials say it will be difficult, if not impossible, to implement all 21 proposals from a congressionally mandated task 
force charged with recommending improvements in care for wounded and injured troops. 

 
56. Zero Tolerance For Hazing 
Commandant orders Marines to stop demeaning each other 
(MARINE CORPS TIMES 05 MAR 12) ... James K. Sanborn 

Lance Cpl. Harry Lew has been dead nearly a year, but his suicide last April in Afghanistan is driving monumental change in the 
Marine Corps and, possibly, beyond. 

 
57. ‘Act Of Valor’ Accomplishes Mission Of Educating Public 
(WASHINGTON TIMES 26 FEB 12) ... Rowan Scarborough 

The Hollywood movie “Act of Valor” - the nation’s No. 1 box-office attraction, starring real Navy SEALs - has put the spotlight 
on the U.S. military’s post-Sept. 11, 2001, love affair with the media. 

 
58. Week In Review Feb. 18, 2012 – Feb. 24, 2012 
(YOUTUBE 24 FEB 12) ... U.S. Navy 

Welcome to this week's U.S. Navy multimedia production featuring selected images from around the fleet received during the 
week of Feb 18, 2012 - Feb 12, 2012. 
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OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
59. Can The Navy And The Air Force Get Along? 
On a changing global battlefield, the U.S. military services will have to work together. 
(FOREIGN POLICY 24 FEB 12) ... Robert Haddick 

In a recent column, I discussed how the Obama administration's new defense strategy resurrects former Defense Secretary Donald 
Rumsfeld's vision of a high-tech and networked military using slimmed-down manpower to operate advanced hardware. Sept. 11 and 
a decade of counterinsurgency in Iraq and Afghanistan tripped up Rumsfeld and his plans. But President Barack Obama's pivot to Asia 
has brought Rumsfeld's vision back and with it, shifts in resources from the Army and Marine Corps to the Air Force and Navy. 

 
60. Reliance On Fossil Fuels Makes Our Nations Weaker 
(FORT COLLINS COLORADOAN 24 FEB 12) ... Vice Adm. Dennis McGinn, USN ret. and Rear Adm. Neil Morisetti, UK 

There is wisdom in the saying that it's best not to put all your eggs in one basket. That's especially true when it comes to national 
security, and it's equally true when it comes to energy security. 

 
61. Hit Assad Where He's Vulnerable 
(WASHINGTON POST 26 FEB 12) ... David Ignatius 

At the end of a week when more brave reporters died chronicling Syrian President Bashar al-Assad’s slaughter of more than 6,000 
of his countrymen, you hear passionate calls for sending weapons to the embattled opposition militia known as the “Free Syrian 
Army.” 

 
62. Can China Crash U.S. Pivot Party? 
(THE DIPLOMAT 24 FEB 12) ... Harry Kazianis 

The United States is working hard to recalibrate its national security strategy with an Asia-Pacific focus. If China can act boldly, 
it has multiple avenues for countering it. 

 
63. Okinawa Deal Good For Hawaii 
(HONOLULU STAR-ADVERTISER 25 FEB 12) ... Editorial 

As the Obama administration responds to China's military modernization, it should come as no surprise that Hawaii will serve as a 
base for some of the 8,000 Marines departing Okinawa. Even with proposed tightening in the Pentagon budget, Hawaii's strategic role 
as a principal military portal to Asia will be maintained for the foreseeable future, according to senior U.S. Sen. Daniel K. Inouye. 

 
64. Don't Assume The Sub Base Is Forever 
(NEW LONDON DAY 25 FEB 12) ... Editorial 

Despite reassurances from outgoing U.S. Sen. Joe Lieberman, there are reasons to be concerned that the Pentagon may yet again 
target the Naval Submarine Base in Groton for closing. And there are certainly reasons to be diligent. 

 
65. Proud To Serve 
(WASHINGTON POST 26 FEB 12) ... Jason Ullner 

I am a federal bureaucrat. A professional government employee. And guess what? I’m damn proud of it. 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Commander, U.S. Naval Forces Europe-Africa, Allied Joint Forces Command Naples Holds Change 

Of Command 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 24 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Stephen Oleksiak, Commander, U.S. Naval Forces 
Europe-Africa/Commander, U.S. 6th Fleet Public Affairs 

NAPLES, Italy -- Commander, U.S. Naval Forces 
Europe-Africa (NAVEUR-NAVAF), and commander, Allied 
Joint Forces Command Naples (JFC), held a change of 
command ceremony on Naval Support Activity Naples in 
Naples, Italy, Feb. 24, where Adm. Bruce W. Clingan relieved 
Adm. Samuel J. Locklear III. 

Among the dignitaries and guests were Adm. Jonathan 
Greenert, chief of naval operations; Adm. James Stavridis, 
Supreme Allied Commander, Europe, and commander, U.S. 
European Command; U.S. Army Gen. Carter Ham, 
commander, U.S. Africa Command; and David Thorne, U.S. 
Ambassador to the Italian Republic. 

"[Locklear] has a very candid approach to things, and I've 
admired him for a long, long time," said Greenert. "He's very 
innovative, and in the times that we have to deal with today, 
resources are tight, yet threats are out there and there is a job 
to be done." 

"[Locklear] has the most bold and clear-eyed approach 
that I have seen throughout our senior admirals and senior 
leaders," Greenert continued. "He's about operating forward, 
and that's what our Navy is about. 

During his time in Naples, Locklear successfully oversaw 
a large number of real-world and training missions, such as 
Operations Odyssey Dawn and Unified Protector, and partner-
building programs to include the multinational annual 
exercises of Proud Manta, Juniper Cobra, Phoenix Express, 
and the continuing of Africa Partnership Station (APS) East 
and West. 

Stavridis also spoke highly of Locklear's 
accomplishments during his time in Naples. 

"From a NATO perspective, [Locklear] was brilliant," 
said Stavridis. "I would particularly, and most obviously, 
highlight the Libyan operation. It was the ultimate unexpected 
[event] where he very quickly pivoted from a coalition of the 
willing to an alliance operation that led 28 NATO and Arab 
nations, and European partners. And the effect that I would 
draw to mind is that his operation saved tens of thousands of 
lives." 

Ham also spoke of Locklear's operation in Libya and on 
his continued efforts towards building partnerships and 
increasing maritime security throughout Africa. 

"I will always remember [Locklear's] calm leadership, his 
measured approach, his constant concern for all under his 
command, and his absolutely unrelenting focus on his 
mission," said Ham. 

Locklear stood before the men and women of NAVEUR-
NAVAF and JFC, and thanked them for their hard work and 
the contributions they made toward peace and security 
throughout the region. 

"From the Balkans to Iraq, from the North Pole to the 
Southern tip of Africa, from the Western Mediterranean to the 
Black Sea, you have been leaders who shaped the world 
around you and made a difference," said Locklear. "Thank 
your families for their sacrifices and support. They are the 
backbone of our military community and the unsung heroes 
behind our success." 

Locklear will continue his career as the new commander, 
U.S. Pacific Command, in Hawaii, whose area of 
responsibility encompasses the waters off the west coast of the 
U.S. to the western border of India, and from Antarctica to the 
North Pole. 

After taking command, Clingan greeted his new team and 
expressed his enthusiasm for returning to Naples, where he 
previously served as commander, U.S. 6th Fleet, and deputy 
commander, NAVEUR-NAVAF. 

"I am delighted to be standing here today assuming 
command rather than relinquishing it, and I feel very 
privileged to be joining two extraordinary organizations," said 
Clingan. "I'd like to thank Adm. Locklear for his exemplary 
leadership. In Navy parlance, all three ships are headed fair in 
the channel and my intent is to stay the course you have set 
and to accomplish the objectives that you have established." 

Clingan comes to Naples after serving as deputy chief of 
naval operations for operations, plans and strategy. 

Return to Index 
 

2. U.S. Bulks Up Iran Defenses 
Pentagon plans new sea, land measures to counter any attempt to close Persian Gulf oil gateway 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 25 FEB 12) ... Adam Entous and Julian E. Barnes 

The Pentagon is beefing up U.S. sea- and land-based 
defenses in the Persian Gulf to counter any attempt by Iran to 
close the Strait of Hormuz. 

The U.S. military has notified Congress of plans to 
preposition new mine-detection and clearing equipment and 
expand surveillance capabilities in and around the strait, 
according to defense officials briefed on the requests, 
including one submitted earlier this month. 

The military also wants to quickly modify weapons 
systems on ships so they could be used against Iranian fast-

attack boats, as well as shore-launched cruise missiles, the 
defense officials said. 

The readiness push is spearheaded by the military's 
Central Command, which oversees U.S. forces in the Gulf 
region, these officials said. It shows the extent to which war 
planners are taking tangible steps to prepare for a possible 
conflict with Iran, even as top White House and defense 
leaders try to tamp down talk of war and emphasize other 
options. 

The changes put a spotlight on what officials have singled 
out as potential U.S. shortcomings in the event of conflict with 
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Iran. The head of Central Command, Marine Gen. James 
Mattis, asked for the equipment upgrades after reviews by war 
planners last spring and fall exposed "gaps" in U.S. defense 
capabilities and military preparedness should Tehran close the 
Strait of Hormuz, officials said. 

The Central Command reviews, in particular, have fueled 
concerns about the U.S. military's ability to respond swiftly 
should Iran mine the strait, through which nearly 20% of the 
world's traded oil passes. 

"When the enemy shows more signs of capability, we ask 
what we can do to checkmate it," a U.S. military officer said. 
"They ought to know we take steps to make sure we are 
ready." 

Tensions with Iran have soared as the U.S. and its allies 
have tightened sanctions against the country over its nuclear 
program. Tehran has responded by threatening to close the 
strait. Israel has accused Iran of being behind a recent series of 
botched bombing plots targeting Israeli diplomats, a charge 
Iran denies. Iranian officials, in turn, accuse Israel and the 
U.S. of conducting a secret campaign to assassinate scientists 
working on Iran's nuclear program. The U.S. has denied the 
accusation, while Israel has declined to comment. 

New suspicions over Iran's nuclear ambitions emerged 
Friday. In a report, the International Atomic Energy Agency, 
the United Nations' nuclear watchdog, said Iran has increased 
its stockpile of uranium that is enriched beyond the purity 
level needed for civilian power reactors, and begun producing 
it under a mountain of rock and soil that some U.S. and Israeli 
officials say could be immune from attack. 

Iran denies it is trying to build atomic weapons. It refused 
this week to allow U.N. inspectors access to suspected 
weapons sites, adding doubts to prospects for negotiations. 

The U.S. is concerned that Israel—which believes that 
Tehran will soon be able to assemble a weapon, and that time 
is running short to stop the bid—may choose to strike Iran by 
this autumn to stymie such a program. That, defense officials 
worry, could provoke retaliation that could prompt U.S. 
military action to defend its troops and key allies, and to keep 
the Strait of Hormuz open. 

The U.S. moves outline the potential shape of a conflict 
between Iran and the West: Iran could rapidly mine the strait 
and use heavily armed speedboats to attack or ram Western 
ships trying to clear the waterway. A successful Iranian attack 
on a U.S. warship could drag America into a larger conflict. 

Central Command officials have told lawmakers they 
want the new mine-detection systems fielded before this fall, 
according to defense officials, underlining the urgency of 
preparedness. 

In addition, U.S. special operations teams stationed in the 
United Arab Emirates would take part in any military action in 
the strait should Iran attempt to close it, defense officials said. 
A military official said these forces have been working to train 
elite local forces in Gulf nations including the U.A.E., Bahrain 
and Kuwait, but added: "They would be used in the event of 
active operations." 

According to defense officials, the Pentagon submitted a 
request to Congress on Feb. 7 on behalf of Central Command 
seeking to reallocate $100 million in defense funding to 
"bridge near-term capability gaps" in the Persian Gulf. 

The request has yet to be made public because it is still 
being studied by lawmakers, defense officials said. The money 

will be used to upgrade patrol craft and unmanned drones, as 
well as to add small arms on surface ships, the officials said. 

Congress was told the money was urgently needed, 
according to an official briefed on the plan. "You can buy it 
and deploy it rapidly," the official said. 

The new money comes on top of changes made last 
summer that provided Central Command with about $200 
million for additional upgrades, some of which could be used 
in areas outside the Persian Gulf, defense officials said. The 
earlier request, which included money for a torpedo defense 
system, airborne antimine weapons and new cyber-weapons, 
was made by defense officials and backed without fanfare by 
Congress. 

That request also included additional deployments of the 
SeaFox underwater drone, which is launched from a helicopter 
and uses a warhead to destroy mines. The system was deemed 
"an urgent operational need" by the U.S. Fifth Fleet, according 
to Navy officials. 

The Pentagon and other U.S. agencies generally submit 
such reprogramming requests when they can't wait until the 
next fiscal year. The Pentagon started making some 
adjustments as early as a year ago, but those didn't require 
reprogramming. 

The Pentagon told Congress that some of the new money 
would be used to modify existing weapons systems to be used 
against seaborne threats in the Persian Gulf and, specifically, 
the Strait of Hormuz. 

Iran's Islamic Revolutionary Guard deploys some of the 
fastest naval vessels in the Persian Gulf. These craft may be 
small—only 17 meters, or 56 feet, long in some cases—but 
they can carry machine guns, torpedoes and the Iranian-made 
"Kowsar" antiship cruise missile. Some can reach speeds of 60 
to 70 knots, according to U.S. military intelligence analysts. 

Antitank weapons are being reconfigured for use against 
swarms of these boats that could threaten U.S. warships, the 
Pentagon told Congress. Similarly, rapid-fire machine guns 
designed to shoot down missiles are being tested for use 
against small boats. 

Pentagon war planners believe the addition of smaller-
caliber guns would quickly make U.S. destroyers, which were 
designed mainly to fight other large ships, more effective 
against the Iranian craft. 

"We are using capabilities we already have in a different 
way," a senior defense official said. 

The additional money for equipment upgrades is on top of 
the nearly $82 million the Pentagon sought in January to 
improve its largest conventional bunker-buster bomb, the 
30,000-pound Massive Ordnance Penetrator. 

The bomb, officials said, was designed to take out 
bunkers like those used by Iran to protect its most sensitive 
nuclear development work. 

Western intelligence agencies had long suspected that the 
Iranian navy had between 2,000 and 3,000 mines, largely of 
Soviet or Chinese origin. But new intelligence suggests Iran 
may have as many as 5,000, including newer types that may 
be more powerful and harder to detect. 

U.S. forces would also need to contend with Iran's coastal 
air-defense system, shore-based artillery, Kilo-class and 
midget submarines, remote-controlled boats and unmanned 
kamikaze aerial vehicles, according to current and former U.S. 
officials. 
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The U.S. Navy has 14 minesweepers, three of which are 
stationed in Bahrain. Mackenzie Eaglen, a fellow at the 
American Enterprise Institute, said U.S. minesweeping 

capabilities have slipped because the military has deferred 
critical maintenance, a shortcoming it is "working overtime" 
to address. 

Return to Index 
 

3. 100,000 Jobs Mission Hiring Event Gives Veterans Opportunities 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 26 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Shannon Burns, Defense Media Activity 

BETHESDA, Md. -- Military veterans had the 
opportunity to meet with more than 25 employers during the 
first "100,000 Jobs Mission Hiring" event at Naval Support 
Activity-Bethesda (NSAB), in Bethesda, Md., Feb. 25. 

The event, hosted by Naval District Washington (NDW) 
Fleet and Family Support Center (FFSC), attracted more than 
1,000 veterans and military family members. The event 
supported First Lady Michelle Obama and Dr. Jill Biden's 
"Joining Forces" initiative, which recognizes the continued 
need to serve our nation's veteran's and military families. 

The First Lady and Dr. Biden have been leading White 
House efforts to reduce veteran and military spouse 
unemployment with America's private sector in response to a 
Presidential challenge to hire or train 100,000 veterans and 
military spouses by the end of 2013. 

In the same spirit, 10 employers launched the 100,000 
Jobs Mission in March 2011. The coalition has since grown to 
29 member companies who collectively hired more than 6,600 
veterans under this program last year. Working in conjunction 
with the NDW's FFSC, this hiring event connects the two 
endeavors in a more powerful and efficient effort that has one 
goal: to hire our nation's veterans and military spouses. 

"This coalition, the 100,000 jobs mission, is really about 
hiring veterans. We're serious about hiring veterans," said 
Eddie Dunn, senior vice president of JP Morgan Chase's 
Veteran's Affairs Team. "The unemployment rate of the post-
9/11 veterans is well above the national average. We have a 
national issue that needs to be addressed, and I think this 
coalition is doing that." 

This event gives not only veterans the opportunity to find 
lasting careers but employers the opportunity to hire veterans 
with needed skills. 

"What's terrific about this event is that it is win-win," said 
Capt. Frederick (Fritz) Kass, commanding officer Naval 
Support Activity, Bethesda. "Veterans who are looking for a 

job can come here and meet with over 20 organizations, and 
the organizations are very excited to be here because what 
they look for in an employee is what the military veterans 
bring to the table. 

Companies who participated in the event said that the 
veterans work ethic is the kind they look for in their 
employees. 

"Veterans by their very nature have certain attributes and 
value systems that are very attractive to any employer," Dunn 
said. "They bring team skills, leadership experience, 
managerial skill, and all kinds of skill sets that are very 
valuable. 

The event had a diverse mixture of companies who are 
looking for employees with the skills that military veterans 
posses." 

"The work ethic that veterans have transcends all jobs," 
said Deborah D'Attilio, Enterprise Holding Group Human 
resources manager. "They are team-oriented, hard working 
and have excellent leadership skills. 

Veterans who attended the event were given the 
opportunity to be hired on the spot as well as the chance to 
receive job offers. 

"I came here today because I am getting out of the Navy, 
and I wanted to look and see what kinds of careers are out 
there," said Aviation Electronics Technician 2nd Class 
William Book. "I have one job offer from JP Morgan Chase as 
a mortgage manager as well as several companies who will be 
contacting me after this event." 

Military members who have plans to get out of the 
military should start planning now, advised Book. 

"If your time in the military is almost over, don't wait to 
start planning, even if your still a year or two out," said Book. 
"Job offers will come through networking, not email and 
submitting applications alone. You have to meet these people, 
get your face known, get your name known." 
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4. A Warship Returns, With The Family In Tow 
(NEW YORK TIMES 27 FEB 12) ... C.J. CHIVERS 

ABOARD USS JOHN C. STENNIS, off Mexico — 
Aidan Daniels’s journey toward his father began a little more 
than a week ago in the airport in Seattle, where he boarded a 
commercial flight headed over the Pacific. Six hours later, he 
landed in Honolulu and looked up into the eyes of his father, 
Lt. Cmdr. William Daniels, a Navy cryptologist. He had not 
seen him in seven months. 

Aidan is 8 years old. He was soon to start one of the most 
unusual family reunions related to American military service: 
a high-seas passage aboard a warship on its last leg home. 

The nuclear aircraft carrier John C. Stennis had returned 
to United States waters after more than six months at sea, 
during which its aircraft flew the final Navy flight in the long 
war in Iraq, more than 1,000 combat sorties over Afghanistan 
and high-seas counterpiracy patrols in the North Arabian Sea. 

The shared cruise pointed to how pride in service and 
deep stress can become entwined in military life. The Sailors 
on the Stennis see themselves as one of the nation’s premier 
military units. But they realize that their ship is something 
else. It is also a globe-roaming office that separates families 
for months on end, carrying young women and men to war 
while saddling parents, partners and children with loneliness 
and strain. 

Now they were almost back. As Aidan fell into his 
father’s embrace, nearly 1,100 relatives of other Sailors were 
streaming through Honolulu. Soon they all boarded the 
Stennis at a pier in Pearl Harbor for the weeklong crossing of 
the Pacific to San Diego through rough seas and stiff winds. 
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Known as a Tiger Cruise, such journeys are a quiet staple 
of the Navy, a variation on the meet-your-returning-Sailor-in-
port homecomings. 

On the Stennis, with relatives packed from bow to stern, 
the ship sailed from the warmth and aqua-green blue of Oahu 
into rough weather. As the days passed, the guests were 
offered continuous tours of the ship’s spaces and lessons on 
how Sailors work, from the rules for prisoners in the brig to 
the activities in the space beneath the waves where bombs are 
stored and assembled. 

The ship provided daytime sports and evening blues 
concerts in the hangar bay, an air show on the second day out 
of Hawaii and, one night, a dinner of steak and lobster as the 
carrier rose and fell on the sea. 

As the ship closed the distance to the mainland, flying 
fish broke the surface and glided downwind, escaping the path 
of the bow. 

Those who have sailed on such cruises say they are 
adventures and become shared moments in families’ lives that 
are often remembered for decades. Those who organize them 
say something more important happens. Families that have 
been separated become reacquainted and begin to sort through 
the rough rhythms of returning home. 

Saturday evening, on the bridge of the Stennis, whose 
home port is Bremerton, Wash., the ship’s commanding 
officer, Capt. Ronald Reis, talked children through what he 
does from his captain’s chair. He explained the 
instrumentation. He allowed two boys to steer the massive 
vessel through 10 degree turns. He explained the radar images 
on a screen in front of his chair. 

He discussed how the ship and its aircraft can fight. And 
he discussed the dangers on the deck below, where members 
of his crew were moving aircraft, readying for flights the next 
day. He pointed to a digital anemometer. The bridge was 
swept by winds blowing across the bow at 46 knots. The seas 
were gray and lumpy, and they surged with bright white spay. 

“We are worried about the Sailors down there,” he said. 
As the boys left, he spoke of a larger set of thoughts 

behind these at-sea reunions. “Let the healing begin,” he said. 
He let the thought sink in. “We’ve been gone a long 

time,” he said. 
These thoughts seemed mirrored in the relief, not 

articulated but visible, in Aidan Daniels. Midway to San 
Diego after spending days walking in quiet awe behind his 
father, he recalled a high point: the sense of a connection 
being restored. 

“My heart was pounding,” he said of his anticipation. “I 
had not seen him in seven months.” 

Throughout the trip, the ship’s work continued. Family 
members were offered the chance to work alongside the crew, 

observing watches and helping in the morning cleaning of the 
ship. Each day gave way to exhaustion, a result of the rocking 
ship and round-the-clock work. 

“There were parents yesterday sleeping on the mess decks 
because they were so worn out,” said Chris Cation, the civilian 
who organized the cruise. (The guests aboard the carrier were 
luckier than those on the smaller destroyers and the cruiser 
accompanying the massive ship. The carrier rolled and 
swayed, but the little ships pitched, plunged and heaved in the 
big seas, sometimes even burying their bows. More than 75 
percent of their guests were seasick, one officer said.) 

One senior officer said the experiences can lead to 
insights in a Sailor’s family that can alleviate strain in future 
deployments. “It gives a better idea of what Mom or Dad does 
out here,” he said. 

The cruise comes with strict rules and potential risks. 
To prevent tension or undue distraction, Sailors can invite 

only guests with whom they have no intimate relations. 
Children and parents of Sailors crowd the vessels; spouses are 
not allowed. (Many spouses did accompany children to 
Hawaii, where they had overnight reunions with their Sailors 
before handing off children for the cruise and flying back to 
the mainland for the traditional reunion on the piers.) 

To guard against the potential for falls on the ship’s many 
ladderways, guests must be at least 8 years old and pass a 
medical review before invitations are formalized months in 
advance. 

Even with the medical screening, Mr. Cation and the 
ship’s senior enlisted Sailor, Command Master Chief Stanley 
Jewett, admitted to living nervously while the guests are 
aboard. “Probably my worst nightmare is someone falling of 
the ship,” Chief Jewett said. “Some little 10-year-old kid falls 
over into 15-foot seas.” 

He said he also worries that guests, who are not trained or 
necessarily as disciplined as the Sailors, might smoke in the 
wrong place or time and ignite jet fuel. For this reason, he had 
assigned security patrols to gently enforce the rules. 

There were few signs, though, of ill behavior. Mostly 
there was a quiet calm and scenes of parent-child reverie. 

Linda Alvarez, 10, whose father, Chief Warrant Officer 
Mario Alvarez, is a maintenance supervisor in one the 
shipboard helicopter squadrons, walked slowly through the 
hangar bay, describing battling slight dizziness from the sea 
state and the week’s worth of new experiences. 

Her father described the reunion. It was simple. “We 
cried,” he said. “We hugged and cried. And I told her how 
much I miss her and look forward to being home the next few 
months.” 

The ship steamed on, beneath their feet, its bow crashing 
through the seas, almost there. 
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5. Va.-Based Sailor From Ky. To Be Honored By Obamas 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 24 FEB 12) 

NORFOLK, Va. — An aircrewman based at Naval 
Station Norfolk will be among those attending a White House 
dinner honoring members of the armed forces who served in 
Iraq. 

Senior Chief Petty Officer Christopher J. Henderson will 
join 78 other service members representing all 50 states at the 

dinner being hosted Wednesday by President Barack Obama 
and first lady Michelle Obama. 

Henderson is a reservist assigned to Helicopter Sea 
Combat Squadron 84. He provides supervision to the 
squadron's 51 combat naval aircrewmen. 

He has completed four combat deployments to Iraq as a 
combat aircrewman on the HH-60H "Sea Hawk" helicopter 
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and is the recipient of six Air Strike Medals, one Strike Flight 
Air Medal with Combat "V,” and the Combat Action Ribbon. 

The Navy says Henderson will represent Kentucky. 
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6. Transition Benefits: NPC Officials Discuss Post-ERB Matters With Northwest Sailors 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 24 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Lawrence Davis 

SILVERDALE, Wash. -- The Navy Personnel Command 
(NPC) Fleet Engagement team visited Sailors, families and 
leadership in the Pacific Northwest to discuss post-Enlisted 
Retention Board (ERB) matters and transition benefits, Feb. 
21-23. 

Fleet Engagement Team representatives from the Enlisted 
Distribution Division, Enlisted Community Management 
Division, Career Development Program and the Navy's ERB 
Transition Assistance Program manager provided information 
to transitioning Sailors on a variety of benefits including 
involuntary separation pay and Reserve affiliation options. 

"We're providing face-to-face interaction with the Sailors 
affected and the commands that support them so they have a 
better understanding of the policies, procedures and benefits 
related to ERB," said Capt. Steve Holmes, U.S. Navy director, 
Military Community Management. 

Holmes said by Sailors being better educated on these 
policies, they will be able to develop individual transition 
plans. 

Also in attendance were representatives from the 
outplacement firm, Challenger, Gray and Christmas Inc. 
(CGC), which the Navy has contracted with to provide 
personalized career coaching and job search assistance. 

"CGC's services go beyond the traditional transition 
assistance services," said Rick Trimmer, Commander, Naval 
Installations Command (CNIC) contracting officer 
representative for CGC's contract. "CGC's professional staff 
will write and complete each Sailor's resume and cover letter 
targeted for today's marketplace to include government 
positions." 

According to Trimmer, CGC will conduct an initial 
interview to evaluate each Sailor's skills, abilities, talents and 
work history, resulting in a customized career transition 
program. 

"Each Sailor will work with their coach to learn the skills 
needed to conduct an effective job search, interviewing, salary 

negotiating and closing the deal," said Trimmer. "The training 
will be customized for each Sailor and their specific goals and 
delivered via one-on-one, classroom style and virtually 
through webinars." 

CGC representative, Mike McCalip, executive director, 
Herdt-CGC said that the team is currently assisting more than 
1,000 Sailor's separating and continually working toward 
helping the approximately 2,900 Fiscal Year 2012 ERB-
affected Sailors. 

"My focus for every ERB Sailor is to make sure they are 
properly transitioned and aware of their options," said 
McCalip. 

Sailors in attendance said the briefs were very informative 
and helpful. 

Transitioning Aviation Machinist's Mate 1st Class 
(AW/SW) Jeremy Vann, Electronic Attack Squadron 
(VAQ)141 advised Sailors to educate themselves and utilize 
all of the resources available. 

Aviation Electronics Technician 2nd Class (AW/SW) 
Maurice Fields, a USS Nimitz (CVN 68) Sailor affected by 
ERB, expressed appreciation for the Fleet Engagement Team 
and CGC's assistance in him and his family's transition. 

"It's given us peace of mind and removed the huge burden 
of stress and worrying, taking us from the point of 'what are 
we going to do?' to 'ok, this is what we can do,'" said Fields. 

The fleet engagement and CGC team met with more than 
300 Sailors at various installations in the Northwest region 
including Naval Base Kitsap, Naval Base Kitsap Bangor, 
Naval Air Station Whidbey Island and Naval Station Everett. 

For more information about ERB and other transition 
benefits, visit the NPC ERB Web Page at 
www.npc.navy.mil/boards/ERB/, contact the NPC customer 
service center at 1-866-U-ASK-NPC (1-866-827-5672) or 
email cscmailbox@navy.mil. 
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CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
7. Guided-Missile Destroyer Deploying To Western Pacific Ocean, Middle East 
(KGTV ABC SAN DIEGO 24 FEB 12) 

SAN DIEGO -- The guided-missile destroyer USS 
Sampson departed San Diego on Friday for a six-month 
deployment to the western Pacific Ocean and Middle East. 

"Sampson's crew has worked extremely hard in 
preparation for this deployment. We are trained and prepared 
to execute any mission assigned." said Cmdr. Chris 
Alexander, the Sampson's commanding officer. 

"We will, of course, miss San Diego, our friends and our 
families. We leave them behind knowing that what we do is 
vital to the security of the nation and our way of life," he said. 

The ship is named after Adm. William Thomas Sampson, 
who led a fleet that destroyed a Spanish naval contingent in 
the Spanish-American War. 
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8. Navy Carrier Strike Group To Return Next Week 
John C. Stennis Carrier Strike Group Was Deployed To Western Pacific, Middle East For 7 Months 
(KGTV ABC SAN DIEGO 24 FEB 12) 

SAN DIEGO -- The John C. Stennis Carrier Strike Group 
is expected to return to San Diego next week following a 
seven-month deployment to the western Pacific and Middle 
East, the Navy announced Friday. 

The Carrier strike group includes the Nimitz-class carrier 
USS John C. Stennis, which is home-ported in Bremerton, 
Wash., the San Diego-based guided-missile cruiser USS 
Mobile Bay, guided-missile destroyers USS Pinckney, USS 
Kidd, USS Dewey and USS Wayne E. Meyer, Destroyer 
Squadron 21 and Carrier Air Wing 9. 

While deployed, the ships played a pivotal role in the 
draw-down of U.S. forces in Iraq, officials said. 

On Dec. 18, an E-2C "Hawkeye" aircraft, which was part 
of Carrier Air Wing 9, flew the last Navy aviation mission 
over Iraq. 

"Flying the last Navy air mission in Iraq was a historic 
achievement for all of us," Capt. Dale Horan, former 
commander of Carrier Air Wing 9, said. 

"Everyone in this strike group played a major part in 
making that happen and it's a part of history we will always 
share,” he said. 

In January, while supporting operations in Afghanistan, 
John C. Stennis Carrier Strike Group forces thwarted an 
attempted pirate attack on a Bahamian-flagged cargo vessel 
and freed a group of Iranian mariners from the suspected 
pirates, Navy officials said. 

"Our goal was safety and security, protecting the lives of 
those fishermen," Cmdr. Jennifer L. Ellinger, commanding 
officer of the USS Kidd, said. "We were just happy to save 
lives and help people." 

The strike group also conducted several exercises with 
partner countries in the western Pacific and made stops in 
Singapore, Malaysia and the Philippines. 
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9. Happy Homecoming For Navy Pilots 
(KGPE CBS FRESNO 26 FEB 12) ... Tony Botti 

Sunday, loved ones gave Navy pilots a warm welcome 
after landing at Lemoore's Naval Air Station. Members of four 
strike fighter squadrons returned after wrapping up a seven 
month deployment in the Middle East. They were aboard the 
USS John C. Stennis, which was stationed in the Arabian 
Gulf. 

A group of F/A-18 jets roared through the sky, then came 
to rest on the tarmac at Lemoore’s Naval Air Station. Family 
and friends who had gathered, eagerly awaiting their arrival, 
finally got the chance to sprint off. 

Ryan Jackson quickly swept up his daughter Caroline. His 
wife and other little girl were not far behind armed with huge 
hugs and kisses. 

“It felt like we were gone forever. It feels so good to be 
home,” said Pilot Ryan Jackson. 

These pilots and weapons systems officers played a 
pivotal role in the drawdown of U.S. forces in Iraq and also 
provided support to ground troops in Afghanistan. 

Ted Dyckman said as excited as he was to see his wife 
and son, he kept a business mind set during the return flight. 

“We were focused on what we had to do. Once I landed I 
started thinking about what it would be like pulling up to the 
line,” said Pilot Ted Dyckman. 

Lieutenant Zach Pleis, who was greeted by several 
relatives, called it a fantastic day. 

“It’s awesome to be able to fly in and show the family 
these beautiful jets we fly. I'm thankful to be back. It's a good 
feeling,” said Lt. Zach Pleis. 

Pleis' parents couldn't wait to give their 27-year old son a 
hug. 

“There’s nothing more thrilling than to see him in person 
again,” said Carol Pleis, Zach’s mother. 

As for their plans tonight... 
“I’ll tell you the first place he's going to want to stop is 

In-N-Out Burger,” said Mitch Pleis, Zach’s father. 
We asked Zach about that and apparently Dad knows his 

boy well. 
“That is true. In fact I’m probably going to go right now, 

so it was great talking to you, I really appreciate it,” said Lt. 
Pleis. 

Monday, hundreds of other crew members from the 
aircraft carrier will fly into Lemoore aboard passenger planes. 
Three flights will arrive between 2 p.m and 6 p.m. 

View Clip 
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10. Despite Recent Crashes, Military Aviation Is Safer 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 25 FEB 12) ... Gretel C. Kovach 

The youngest of seven Marines killed last week when two 
helicopters collided was a 21-year-old lance corporal. The 
eldest was a 37-year-old major. The faces of these men who 
perished in the California desert are a portrait of the ever 
present dangers of military aviation, stateside or flying in 
combat. 

Those hazards can never be eliminated. But the sad irony 
about their deaths is that the aggressive air combat training 

that claimed their lives is helping save many more in the war 
zone, along with improved safety procedures, equipment, 
maintenance regimens and aircraft design. 

The result is that military aviation is less dangerous today 
than it has ever been, according to analysts, Defense 
Department statistics and veteran pilots. Military aviators 
continue to lose friends and brave close calls as they serve in 
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the armed forces, but their profession is not the relentless 
widow-maker it once was. 

“Airplanes crash. It’s a fact of life. But over the last 30 
years military aviation has gotten incredibly safe. Military 
aviation, while still having risk, is far safer than it used to be, 
just as commercial aviation is far safer today than it’s ever 
been,” said Mark Bobbi, a senior military aircraft analyst for 
the consulting firm IHS Jane’s. 

Last week’s accident was the third fatal aviation crash 
involving Southern California Marines in the last year. Yet the 
rate of serious flight accidents has bottomed out in recent 
decades in the single digits or less for all branches of the 
military. 

In fiscal 2011, the most serious “Class A” mishap rate per 
100,000 flight hours — for accidents causing death, 
destruction of aircraft or at least $2 million in damages — was 
0.76 for the Air Force, 0.96 for the Navy, 1.27 for the Army 
and 2.44 for the Marines. 

By comparison, the Navy Department rate in 1952 was 
almost 55, according to the Naval Safety Center, in Norfolk, 
Va. 

Last year, 77 percent of accidental deaths of Marines and 
Sailors involved activities any civilian might do, like driving 
their private car or motorcycle or participating in recreational 
activities such as skiing or snowboarding. Of the 110 killed, 
67 died in off-duty motor vehicle accidents. Only nine were 
killed in aviation accidents. 

The improvements were decades in the making, according 
to military aviators who served in more dangerous eras. 

Retired Marine Maj. Gen. Bob Butcher flew the A-4 
Skyhawk attack jet on combat missions in the Vietnam War. 
Butcher, 75, of San Diego, said the first of several good 
friends to die was a flight school roommate. 

“That first one was probably the most traumatic,” he 
recalled. “I’d never known anybody that young to die. So it 
took a while for me to get over.” 

Despite that early lesson in the hazards of the job and 
many tense cockpit moments of his own, including warning 
lights spurring hasty landings and one near midair collision 
during air combat training, Butcher said he never got spooked 
about being a military pilot. 

“It’s never going to happen to you, because you’re too 
good,” he said, explaining the mentality that kept him flying. 
“If any of us thought we were going to die we would have 
quit.” 

“You have to have somebody who is willing to push the 
envelope,” he said. “You need somebody who in some cases 
could be considered a risk taker.” 

As recently as the early ’60s, before the TOPGUN Navy 
Strike Fighter Tactics Instructor program was established in 

1969 at what was then Miramar Naval Air Station, pilots were 
discouraged from practicing risky combat maneuvers. The 
High G Barrel Roll was considered too dangerous for training, 
and the Pop-up delivery hadn’t been invented, to name two 
now routine aerobatic maneuvers. 

Back then pilots often died on their first few sorties in 
combat, trying an unfamiliar maneuver for the first time, 
Butcher said. 

Now the thinking is that military pilots shouldn’t wait 
until they reach the war zone to practice extreme flying that 
could help them avoid enemy jets or take down targets. To 
that end they train in the harshest climates, traveling as little as 
10 feet away from the next helicopter, skimming the ground to 
avoid detection just like they might in Afghanistan. 

Other changes included better safety features on modern 
aircraft, such as redundant flight controls and anti-collision 
radar devices. 

“Of course military service can be inherently dangerous. 
But we do so much to make it as safe as possible,” said April 
Phillips, a spokeswoman for the Naval Safety Center. 

For example, an investigator from the center was among 
those combing the crash site last week to find clues that might 
help prevent another tragic loss of life. Lessons learned about 
preventable accidents and, to name a more recent program, 
mere close calls, are distributed throughout the Navy. 

Cultural workshops warn Marines and Sailors against 
taking unnecessary risks, but the tendency is less pervasive 
than it used to be, Phillips said. There is still a grain of truth to 
the stereotype of the cocky hot-dogging military aviator, but 
for the most part the reality is much more conservative. 

“A lot of these folks have families. They ultimately want 
to make it home,” she said. 

Randy Zahn, 61, of Temecula, is a commercial helicopter 
pilot who flew Cobra attack helicopters for the Army during 
the Vietnam War. His roommate and best friend crashed and 
died in Vietnam. 

“My platoon leader wanted to keep me on the ground, to 
grieve. I said no I want to get in the air. I want to fly. When I 
was up there I didn’t have time to think about it,” he recalled. 

Before he retired in 2010, Zahn lost several other good 
friends in military aviation incidents. About twice as many 
people he knows, however, have died in car accidents. 

“Because of the technology they have in the new aircraft, 
engines don’t fail anymore. Now they are very, very reliable. 
In the earlier days we were test pilots after the fact,” said 
Zahn, a director for the national Combat Helicopter Pilots 
Association. 

When a military pilot goes down, “because of what they 
do for us as a nation, we’re more focused on it,” he said. 
Thankfully, “it doesn’t happen that often anymore.” 
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11. Violent Uproar In Afghanistan Casts Shadow On U.S. Pullout 
(NEW YORK TIMES 27 FEB 12) ... Matthew Rosenberg and Thom Shanker 

WASHINGTON — American officials sought to reassure 
both Afghanistan’s government and a domestic audience on 
Sunday that the United States remained committed to the war 
after the weekend killing of two American military officers 
inside the Afghan Interior Ministry and days of deadly anti-
American protests. 

But behind the public pronouncements, American 
officials described a growing concern, even at the highest 
levels of the Obama administration and Pentagon, about the 
challenges of pulling off a troop withdrawal in Afghanistan 
that hinges on the close mentoring and training of army and 
police forces. 
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Despite an American-led training effort that has spanned 
years and cost tens of billions of dollars, the Afghan security 
forces are still widely seen as riddled with dangerously 
unreliable soldiers and police officers. The distrust has only 
deepened as a pattern of attacks by Afghan security forces on 
American and NATO service members, beginning years ago, 
has drastically worsened over the past few days. A grenade 
attack on Sunday, apparently by a protester, wounded at least 
six American soldiers. 

Nearly a week of violent unrest after American personnel 
threw Korans into a pit of burning trash has brought into sharp 
relief the growing American and Afghan frustration — and, at 
times, open hostility — and the risks of a strategy that calls for 
American soldiers and civilians to work closely with Afghans. 

The United States now has what one senior American 
official said was “almost no margin of error” in trying to 
achieve even limited goals in Afghanistan after a series of 
crises that have stirred resentment. 

The official said the unrest might complicate but was 
unlikely to significantly alter the overall plan: to keep pulling 
out troops and focus instead on using Special Operations 
forces to train the Afghans and go after insurgent and militant 
leaders in targeted raids while diplomats try opening talks with 
the Taliban. 

At the same time, the administration plans to continue 
negotiations on a long-term framework to guide relations with 
Afghanistan after the NATO mission through the International 
Security Assistance Force (ISAF) ends in 2014. Officials from 
the White House, the State Department, the Pentagon and 
other agencies are to begin meeting this week to hammer out 
details of the various efforts, and to work out the size of the 
next round of withdrawals, which President Obama is 
expected to announce at a NATO summit meeting planned for 
May in Chicago. 

Those immediate talks, officials say, could be most 
affected. What only weeks ago was an undercurrent of anti-
Americanism in Afghanistan is now a palpable fury, and if the 
situation continues to deteriorate at its current pace, plans 
could be altered, the official said. “There’s a certain 
impatience — I mean, there are people who don’t see how we 
succeed under the current conditions, and their case is getting 
stronger,” the official said. 

Hundreds of American military and civilian advisers have 
already been pulled out of the Afghan ministries and 
government departments in Kabul, the capital. While that 
move has been described as temporary, the official declined to 
speculate about what kind of long-term changes could be 
envisioned. The official and others interviewed for this article 
spoke on condition of anonymity because of the sensitivity of 
the crisis with Afghanistan. 

Another administration official said the unrest was “going 
to have a really negative effect” on all the initiatives but added 
that much remained unclear and that the focus was on damage 
control. 

Regardless of the challenges, and possible setbacks to 
vital negotiations, senior American officials said on Sunday 
that the mission had to go on. “This is not the time to decide 
that we’re done here,” the American ambassador in Kabul, 
Ryan C. Crocker, said in an interview on CNN. “We have got 
to redouble our efforts. We’ve got to create a situation in 
which Al Qaeda is not coming back.” 

Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton expressed 
regret for the burning of the Korans but said it should not 
derail the American military and diplomatic effort in 
Afghanistan. “We are condemning it in the strongest possible 
terms,” she said in Rabat, Morocco, “but we also believe that 
the violence must stop, and the hard work of trying to build a 
more peaceful, prosperous and secure Afghanistan must 
continue.” 

Another administration official said, however, that there 
was recognition that the commitment was most likely to carry 
a greater political cost. “There is no less a commitment to a 
long-term relationship with Afghanistan,” the official said. 
“But is there a concern now that many will question the need 
to stay? Yes — especially in an election year.” 

A leading Republican candidate for president did appear 
to strike a more measured tone on Sunday in speaking about 
the crisis in Afghanistan while urging that the United States 
stay on its course. 

Mitt Romney, speaking to Fox News, said: “It’s obviously 
very dangerous there, and the transition effort is not going as 
well as we’d like to see it go. But certainly the effort there is 
an important one, and we want to see the Afghan security 
troops finally able to secure their own country and bring our 
troops home when that job is done.” 

He did, however, reiterate his opposition to the 
administration’s setting a public timetable for drawing down 
American forces in Afghanistan. And he and his main rival in 
the Republican field, Rick Santorum, on Sunday continued 
their harsh criticism of Mr. Obama’s apology for the Koran 
burnings. 

On ABC News’s “This Week,” Mr. Santorum said the 
president’s apology showed weakness. “There was nothing 
deliberately done wrong here,” he said. 

Even before this crisis, the Obama administration was 
scaling back American ambitions in Afghanistan, abandoning 
previous goals that focused on nation building, even if the 
result was just “Afghan good enough” — a pejorative phrase 
often used as shorthand for the low expectations many 
Westerners held for Afghanistan. Administration officials 
have described a current aim of leaving behind a relatively 
democratic government secure enough to keep Afghanistan 
from again becoming a haven for Al Qaeda and other militants 
who threaten the West. 

But their often unhappy partner in that enterprise, 
President Hamid Karzai, has been the source of growing 
impatience for American officials. The Afghan leader is in a 
tight spot, needing to balance his domestic political 
considerations against his long-troubled relations with his 
Western backers, upon whose support his government 
survives. 

Still, some officials have been complimentary of his 
repeated call for calm during the current crisis. In some past 
cases, Mr. Karzai was seen as trying to stoke his people’s 
anger against the Americans. 

“So far, they’re saying the right things,” a senior defense 
official said. “Now it’s a matter of them doing the right 
things.” 

The official and others said that in addition to policing the 
protests — which the Afghan security forces have, for the 
most part, done well — the Afghan government needed to do 
a better job of vetting its soldiers and police officers to help 
stem attacks on alliance troops by Afghans. 
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“The Afghans have to do their part as well,” the official 
said. “Our will to pursue the mission is strong but could ebb if 
the Afghans don’t follow through quickly on their end of the 
deal.” 

One immediate fallout of the violence was a decision on 
Sunday by two senior Afghan national security officials — 
Defense Minister Abdul Rahim Wardak and Interior Minister 

Bismillah Khan Mohammadi — to delay a joint visit to 
Washington that had been set for this week. 

George Little, the Pentagon press secretary, said efforts 
were under way to reschedule the visit, adding, “We believe 
that we can surmount recent challenges by working closely 
with our Afghan and ISAF partners to redouble our shared 
commitment to the sustained progress we’ve achieved 
together.” 
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12. Fleet Survey Team Completes Mission In Colombia 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 24 FEB 12) ... U.S. Naval Forces Southern Command & U.S. 4th Fleet Public Affairs 

CARTAGENA, Colombia -- The Naval Oceanographic 
Office (NAVOCEANO) Fleet Survey Team (FST) completed 
survey operations in the coastal waters of Cartagena, 
Colombia Feb. 23. 

The FST surveys of Cartagena Bay was part of 
Oceanographic-Southern Partnership Station 2012 (O-SPS 12) 
and provided an opportunity to assist Colombia in surveying 
the area including the Magdalena River in Barranquilla. 

"The Colombian Navy requested our assistance to map 
their coastal waters as their survey vessel had been undergoing 
extensive repairs," said Lt. Keith Plavnick, FST officer in 
charge. "The hydrographers of the Colombian Navy's Centro 
de Investigaciones Oceanograpficas e Hidrograficas (CIOH) 
were very enthusiastic and helpful in our survey operations. 
We had at least two Colombian Naval Hydrographers on 
board each day participating as equal partners during the daily 
subject matter expert exchanges (SMEE) by operating our 
systems and deploying our sensors from aboard our vessel." 

Every aspect of survey missions serve as a form of 
SMEE, where host nations are encouraged to participate in the 
mission by working alongside the FST and assisting with 
handling sensitive equipment and collecting data. 

"In Colombia's case, the survey team provided a group of 
expeditionary surveyors with Expeditionary Survey Vessels 
(ESV) for the express purpose of a SMEE event during O-SPS 
12," said Plavnick. "At the conclusion of the FST surveys, we 
provide a copy of all the collected data to the host nation and 
we discuss not only our techniques, but theirs as well during 
daily operations." 

The FST utilized a 10 meter SeaArk survey boat that was 
transported to Colombia on a U.S. Navy C-130 cargo aircraft. 
The vessel is equipped with multiple types of depth sounding 
equipment, to include a Reson 7125 Multi-beam SONAR, 
ODOM CV200 Single-beam SONAR, Klein 3000 Side Scan 
SONAR, and an Edgetech 4125 Side Scan SONAR. 
Additionally, four Insitu Level Troll 700 Tide gauges were 
installed to measure the tides while conducting the survey 
operations. 

"It is very important to use the correct equipment for our 
surveys," said Plavnick. "We conduct two main types of 

surveys; a safety of navigation survey, and an expeditionary 
survey. The equipment we use during the navigation surveys 
ensures accurate data is used for updating nautical charts of 
the survey areas, while the expeditionary surveys are used in 
identifying obstructions in a channel or harbor after a natural 
disaster, such as an earthquake." 

Once collected, the data is processed at the Stennis Space 
Center, which is then sent to the National Geospatial 
Intelligence Agency to update the nautical charts for the areas 
just surveyed. The host nations receive a copy of the final 
dataset, which allows them to include the updated information 
in their charts. 

The FST has a diverse workforce maintaining four boat 
divisions, capable in both safety of navigation and 
expeditionary surveying. In addition, they maintain emergency 
fly-away kits for Humanitarian Assistance Disaster / Response 
(HA/DR) purposes both within the U.S. and internationally, 
when needed. 

"Our safety of navigation survey team during the 
Colombian survey consisted of three enlisted, two officers and 
three civilians," said Plavnick. "The expeditionary survey 
SMEE team consisted of three enlisted and one officer. Our 
surveys within the theaters of operations not only help the host 
nations and keep our skills fresh, but it also helps prepare the 
theaters on how to use our capabilities easily when disaster 
hits." 

The FST conducts about 14 surveys a year around the 
world. The team uses the Chief of Naval Operations' priority 
Oceanographic, Hydrographic and Bathymetric (OHB) list, 
and requests from component commanders like U.S. Naval 
Forces Southern Command (USNAVSO) to determine where 
and when they will conduct their surveys. The surveys aid in 
the safe navigation of military and civilian vessels traversing 
the area. 

NAVOCEANO, part of the Naval Meteorology and 
Oceanography Command, collects and analyzes global ocean 
and littoral data to provide specialized, operationally 
significant products and services for military and civilian, 
national and international customers. 
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13. USS McFaul Heads To The Arabian Sea 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 26 FEB 12) ... Story by Chief Mass Communication Specialist Karen E. Cozza, COMNAVSURFLANT 
Public Affairs 

NORFOLK -- The guided-missile destroyer USS McFaul 
(DDG 74) departed Naval Station Norfolk today on a regularly 
scheduled deployment to the Arabian Sea to participate in 
counter-piracy operations. 

The crew, commanded by Cmdr. Daniel J. Gillen, has 
been preparing for this deployment since they returned from 
their last deployment in August 2010. 
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"I have a great crew and we are ready for this 
deployment," praised Gillen. "I like to think this ship is like a 
Swiss Army knife; we can do everything, from humanitarian 
relief to full combat operations." 

"I look forward to getting over there and bringing this 
ship, one of the best ships on the Norfolk waterfront, overseas 
to do our mission," he added. 

This will be McFaul's Command Master Chief Dianne 
Lohner's seventh and last deployment before retiring later this 
year. 

"It will be a little bittersweet for me," said Lohner. "But 
I'm excited about all the new experiences we will have and the 
Naval traditions that we will continue to pass along." 

"For the new Sailors making their first deployment, I 
stress with them to make sure they make the most out of every 
day out there," she added. 

This is the first deployment for Navy wives Hillary 
Chaney, wife of Sonar Technician (Surface) 3rd Class Bryce 
Chaney and Annie Verteramo, wife of Electronics Technician 
3rd Class Jameson Verteramo, who stood together as the ship 
pulled out. 

"I am proud to know that I am married to a man who is 
going to do this for our country, even though it's sad that he 
has to leave to do it," Hillary said. 

Annie added, "I feel selfish for not wanting him to leave, 
but I am definitely proud, it is cool to know that your husband 
is out there doing this." 

McFaul, commissioned in 1998, is the 24th Arleigh 
Burke-Class Destroyer, and was named after Chief Petty 
Officer Donald L. McFaul. McFaul was a local SEAL Team 4 
hero who was posthumously awarded the Navy Cross, the 
Nation's second highest combat valor award, for his heroic 
actions in saving his teammates during combat operations in 
December 1989 as part of Operation Just Cause in Panama. 

Broadcast Clip - USS McFaul Deploys For Anti-Piracy 
Ops 

(WAVY NBC NORFOLK 26 FEB 12) Anne McNamara 
A deployment delayed a few days by the weather is 

finally underway. 
Sailors' families gathered at Naval Station Norfolk 

Sunday morning to say goodbye. 
The crew is headed to the Arabian Sea to help with 

counter piracy operations. 

"We're like a Swiss Army knife," said Commander Daniel 
Gillen. "We can do everything, all different areas of warfare, 
the full spectrum of operations from humanitarian relief to full 
combat operations." 

The ship will spend some time near the pirate-filled Gulf 
of Aden. But Commander Gillen says his crew is ready. 

"There's always risk," said Commander Gillen. "I'm 
always keeping that in mind. My priority is to bring all 295 of 
my Sailors back safely." 

It is not clear exactly when the USS McFaul will return to 
Naval Station Norfolk, but the crew expects to be at sea for at 
least six months. 

View Clip (RT: 2:34) 
Photo Gallery - Destroyer Leaves Norfolk To Hunt 

Pirates 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 27 FEB 12) David B. 

Hollingsworth 

 Danielle Herndl, 2, waves to her dad's ship as the 
McFaul out of Pier 4 at Norfolk Naval Station on 
Sunday, Feb. 26, 2012. Her father is Lt. Phillip 
Herndl, and Danielle was being held by her aunt 
Jennifer Herndl. 

 The McFaul heads out of Naval Station Norfolk for a 
deployment to the Arabian Sea on Sunday, Feb. 26, 
2012. Cmdr. Daniel J. Gillen will lead it to the Navy's 
Fifth Fleet area of responsibility, which includes 
parts of the Middle East and waters off eastern 
Africa. Its primary mission will be anti-piracy 
operations. 

 Cmdr. Daniel J. Gillen says of his ship the McFaul, 
which left for a deployment on Sunday, Feb. 26, 
2012, "it's one of the best ships on Norfolk 
waterfront!" The guided-missle destroyer is like a 
"Swiss Army knife, it can do everything." 

 Some crew members of the McFaul man the port side 
of the ship as it gets ready to head to the Arabian Sea. 
The ship got under way from Pier 4 at Norfolk Naval 
Station on the morning of Sunday, Feb. 26, 2012. 

View Gallery (4 Photos) 
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GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
14. Israeli Attack On Iran Might Pull U.S. Into New War 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 25 FEB 12) ... Robert Burns 

WASHINGTON - An Israeli pre-emptive attack on Iran's 
nuclear sites could draw the U.S. into a new Mideast conflict, 
a prospect dreaded by a war-weary Pentagon wary of new 
entanglements. 

That could mean pressing into service the top tier of 
American firepower — warplanes, warships, special 
operations forces and possibly airborne infantry — with 
unpredictable outcomes in one of the world's most volatile 
regions. 

"Israel can commence a war with Iran, but it may well 
take U.S. involvement to conclude it," says Karim Sadjadpour, 

a Middle East specialist at the Carnegie Endowment for 
International Peace. 

An armed clash with Iran is far from certain. Diplomacy 
backed by increasingly tough economic penalties is still seen 
by the United States and much of the rest of the world as 
worth pursuing for now, not least because the other options — 
going to war or simply doing nothing — are considered more 
risky. 

Israel, however, worries that Iran soon could enter a "zone 
of immunity" in which enough of its nuclear materials are 
beyond the reach of Israeli air power so that Iran could not be 
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stopped, or perhaps could be stopped only by superior 
American firepower. 

If Israel's American-made strike planes managed to 
penetrate Iranian air space and bomb Iran's main nuclear 
facilities, some of which are underground, then Iran would be 
expected to retaliate in any number of ways. That possibly 
could include the firing of Shahab-3 ballistic missiles at Tel 
Aviv or other Israeli targets. 

Iran might take a less direct approach, relying on its 
Hezbollah allies in Lebanon or Hamas militants in Gaza to hit 
Israel with missiles from closer range. 

Iran also might block the Strait of Hormuz, a key transit 
route for the world's oil tankers. It could attack nearby 
Bahrain, home to the U.S. Navy's 5th Fleet. In either of these 
scenarios, the U.S. military almost certainly would hit back, 
possibly with strikes against the Iranian navy or land targets. 

Michael O'Hanlon, a defense analyst at the Brookings 
Institution, sees a chance that the U.S. could largely stay out 
of the fight if Israel struck first. If Iran's air defenses managed 
to knock down an Israeli fighter pilot, however, U.S. special 
operations forces might be sent to rescue him, he said. 

If the U.S. spotted Iran preparing to fire a ballistic missile 
at Israel in a retaliatory act, "it's possible we would decide to 
take that missile out," O'Hanlon said. "I would bet against 
most other direct American involvement." 

Iran's response to an Israeli pre-emptive strike is 
unpredictable. Iran's defense minister, in a warning broadcast 
Saturday on state-run television, said a strike by "the Zionist 
regime will undoubtedly lead to the collapse of this regime." 
Gen. Ahmad Vahidi did not say what type of action Iran 
would take should Israel attack. 

Uncertainty about Iranian retaliation, as well as the 
cascade of potential consequences if the U.S. got drawn into 
the conflict, is at the core of U.S. officials' rationale for 
publicly casting doubt on the wisdom of Israeli military action 
now. 

Gen. Martin Dempsey, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff, bluntly made the point last weekend. He told CNN's 
"Fareed Zakaria GPS" that the retaliation equation is "the 
reason that we think that it's not prudent at this point to decide 
to attack Iran" and "that's been our counsel to our allies, the 
Israelis, well-known, well-documented." He said he doubts 
Israel has been persuaded by Washington's pleadings. 

Depending on the type and scale of the Iranian reaction to 
an Israeli strike, and whether it included attacks on U.S. forces 
or bases, President Barack Obama would be under enormous 
domestic political pressure to come to Israel's aid. His 
prospective Republican challengers for the White House have 
tried to portray Obama as insufficiently loyal to Israel and 
overly tolerant of Iran. 

Obama could decide to provide Israel with extra missile 
defense systems, such as the Patriot, to help defend its cities. 
He could choose a more aggressive course, ordering follow-up 
air strikes on Iranian targets such as military bases and its 
remaining nuclear facilities. 

"That's kind of the nightmare scenario," says Charles 
Wald, a retired Air Force general who argues nonetheless that 
the best hope for stopping Iran from getting the bomb is to 
strengthen the credibility of threats to use U.S. or Israeli 
military force. Such threats, he argues, could change Iran's 
course. 

The U.S. has two aircraft carriers, the USS Abraham 
Lincoln and the USS Carl Vinson, and other warships near 
Iran's shores, as well as a wide array of warplanes at land 
bases on the Arabian Peninsula, and thousands of troops in 
Kuwait. It also has special operations forces near Iran's eastern 
border, in Afghanistan. 

Wald is co-leader of the Bipartisan Policy Center, which 
warned in a Feb. 8 report that Iran is "fast approaching the 
nuclear threshold." While not advocating an Israeli pre-
emptive strike, Wald's group said the U.S. should provide 
Israel with 200 advanced GBU-31 bombs capable of reaching 
targets buried deep underground and three KC-135 refueling 
planes to extend the range of Israel's strike jets. 

The U.S. has no immediate plans to provide Israel with 
new military aid. 

The consensus view among U.S. intelligence agencies is 
that Iran is not building a nuclear bomb now but is developing 
a capability to do so in the future. A critical question is how 
long it would take Iran to assemble a bomb, once a decision 
was made to proceed, and how much additional time it would 
need to affix the bomb to a missile or other means of 
delivering it beyond its own borders. 

Obama has not ruled out using force to stop Iran from 
building a bomb. But his administration, joined by many allied 
nations, has counseled Israel to hold off. Several senior 
administration officials have been to Israel in recent days to 
emphasize caution, including Obama's national security 
adviser, Tom Donilon. 

Obama is due to meet with Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu at the White House on March 5. The 
Israeli defense minister, Ehud Barak, is meeting Wednesday at 
the Pentagon with Defense Secretary Leon Panetta. 

Iran insists that its nuclear program is for peaceful 
purposes and has invited the U.S. and four other powers to sit 
down for nuclear talks. But in recent weeks tensions have 
grown amid Iranian threats to close the Strait of Hormuz in 
retaliation for Western penalties and debate in Israel about a 
pre-emptive strike. 

Adding to a sense of urgency was a Feb. 2 Washington 
Post report that Defense Secretary Leon Panetta believes there 
is a strong likelihood that Israel will attack Iran in April, May 
or June. Panetta has not disputed the report but has said he 
doesn't think Israel has yet decided to act. 

In the U.S. view, any Israeli attack could set back the 
Iranian nuclear program a few of years at most, while giving 
Iranian leaders extra incentive and domestic support for 
rebuilding a clandestine program out of reach of U.N. 
inspectors. 

Return to Index 
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15. Israel Navy Shifts To Small Yet High-Tech Combat Ships 
(DEFENSE NEWS 27 FEB 12) ... Barbara Opall-Rome 

HAIFA, Israel — After 15 years of false starts, the Israel 
Navy is shifting its surface fleet modernization course toward 
small, modular combat ships, Navy sources said. 

For a service that just a decade ago aspired to a 13,000-
ton landing craft and then down-scoped to a pair of 3,000-ton 
U.S. Littoral Combat Ships (LCS), a new crop of Navy leaders 
is considering more modest options for supplementing its 
three 1,200-ton Sa'ar 5 corvettes. 

Preferred options focus on three or four offshore patrol 
vessels (OPVs), ranging from 1,200 tons to 1,500 tons 
displacement. A less likely option is six or more upgraded 
versions of the locally built 500-ton Sa'ar 4.5 missile boats, 
military and industry sources here said. 

"We have to come up with a program that is efficient, 
effective, capable and also within the budget of the 
government of Israel. We won't be able to [argue the case] for 
an aircraft carrier, nor for LCS," a Navy admiral said. 

"It's clear that we have to come down from Mount 
Olympus, at least to the height of Mount Hermon," the admiral 
added, in reference to the country's highest point in the Israeli-
annexed Golan Heights. 

Current and former Navy officers say the envisioned Sa'ar 
5-plus remains their ideal choice. But that concept — a 2,200-
ton, multi-mission corvette based on stretched versions of 
existing Sa'ar 5s or the German Meko A-100 design — has 
been shelved as unaffordable. 

"The characteristics of Sa'ar 5-plus are excellent, but it's 
unaffordable," the Navy admiral said. 

The officer said Navy specialists under the new command 
of Vice Adm. Ram Rothberg are evaluating several options to 
provide "much more capability than Sa'ar 4.5, but less than 
Sa'ar 5 — something like Sa'ar 5-minus." 

Under what one retired officer called a "back to basics" 
operational concept, the vessels would be designed to work in 
constellation. A modular fleet of small, relatively affordable 
ships would obviate the need to equip each platform with 
helicopter landing decks and all the specialized, multimission 
capabilities driving earlier, now defunct acquisition schemes. 

The former officer noted that prior to Israel's acquisition 
in the early 1990s of its Sa'ar 5 multimission fleet, the Navy 
operated its surface fleet under a disaggregated concept. Even 
today, he said, Israel's fleet of eight Sa'ar 4.5s are optimized 
for anti-submarine warfare, land attack or defensive umbrella 
missions. 

"Until the Sa'ar 5s, we always worked in combination," 
the former officer said. "Each ship [had] its unique 
capabilities; not everything [was] fully capable." 

"It's a poor man's concept," the Navy admiral said. "It's 
something we're considering as a practical way to reconcile 
expanding mission requirements with budget realities." 

The admiral said the Sa'ar 4.5 platform can't 
accommodate a helicopter and doesn't come close to meeting 
minimum requirements for Israel's future surface force. Such 
re-quirements include a helicopter landing pad; ability to 
transport special craft and equipment used by Flotilla 13 
commandos; land-attack capabilities; sea-to-sea missiles; 
various types of cannon; the Barak-8 self-defense suite; and 
the ability for networked operations. 

"We're at the stage now of exploring all credible, 
affordable and effective options," the admiral said. 

Avi Shahaf, general manager of the privately held Israel 
Shipyards based here, said it was premature to discuss details 
of the Navy's surface ship modernization program. 

Regardless of which platform is ultimately selected, 
Shahaf said the shipyard that built the Sa'ar 4.5s and a wide 
range of much larger commercial vessels "stands ready, 
willing and able to help the Israel Navy realize its plans." 

Two More Ships? 
Recent discoveries of natural gas within Israel's declared 

economic exclusive zone (EEZ) are presenting new challenges 
for the Navy's already taxed surface fleet. 

By the end of the year, the Israeli government is expected 
to extend the Navy's mission portfolio to include EEZ defense, 
with formal authority under law to act — in coordination with 
private-sector entities — in defense of drilling platforms and 
other critical assets in the strategically charged waters some 55 
to 80 miles off Israel's northern coast. 

Aside from the additional budget needed to defend 
government-designated critical infrastructure in the EEZ, 
naval and industry sources said the expanded operational 
portfolio could mean another two surface ships for the Navy 
order of battle. 

For months, Navy and Ministry of Defense professionals 
have been working with relevant government agencies and the 
natural gas consortium of Netanya, Israel-based Dekel Group 
and Houston-based Noble Energy to devise an operational 
concept and cost-sharing formula for protecting the sites. 

"We need a government decision that will allow us to 
operate with authority in the EEZ. Then the government needs 
to put the required budget in place to allow us to fulfill the 
mission," the Navy officer said. 

The officer noted that formal authority for EEZ defense 
means that the service's theater of operation will expand 
fivefold. "The economic waters of Israel is equal to the land 
mass of Israel," he said. "It's five times the 12 nautical miles 
that make up our sovereign waters." 

He added, "All this, of course, has implications on 
operational concept and force structure." 

Eli Ronen, a retired Israel Navy officer and former 
director-general of Israel's Ministry for Energy and National 
Infrastructure, said the government must formally declare 
offshore drilling sites as critical assets to allow the Navy to 
operate persistently in economic waters. 

"Today, there's not a lot of things the Navy can do on a 
routine basis in the economic waters. It can go out to 60 or 70 
miles, but only in cases of so-called ticking bombs; pinpoint 
operations. So you have to have a government decision to 
protect these assets, and it will cost money. This expense 
won't be borne solely by the government of Israel, given that 
private entities are involved." 

Ronen, a former head of the Navy budget department, 
said it was reasonable for the Navy to expect another two 
ships for the added mission of defending the government's 
EEZ. 

He insisted, however, that the surface ships should be 
small, capable and affordable. "The Israel Navy does not need 
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more Sa'ar 5s," Ronen said. "It needs something affordable to 
provide an immediate answer to the government's expanding 

needs." 
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16. Nations Press Halt In Attacks To Allow Aid To Syrian Cities 
(NEW YORK TIMES 25 FEB 12) ... Steven Lee Myers 

TUNIS — Representatives of more than 60 nations and 
organizations called on Syria’s government on Friday to halt 
its attacks on besieged cities and asked the United Nations to 
begin planning for a peacekeeping force, even as prospects for 
a diplomatic way out of the conflict appeared dim. 

The Syrian government’s assault raged on in Homs and 
elsewhere, with activists reporting that 103 people had been 
killed. Struggling to find a response, the delegates here vowed 
to tighten sanctions on Syria, though they have had little effect 
so far, and issued a call for a cease-fire to allow aid deliveries. 

They pledged to provide millions of dollars' worth of food 
and medicine to be distributed to Syrians from Turkey and 
Jordan. 

But little they offered seemed likely to persuade Syria's 
security forces to relent in a crackdown that has lasted nearly a 
year, especially because Russia and China have blocked action 
by the United Nations Security Council. 

Inside Syria, residents pleaded for more aggressive 
actions. “We want from them deeds and actions, not more 
condemnations and promises,” said Abdul Rahman, who 
joined thousands in protests in the capital on Friday. 

The final statement here dropped a call by some nations 
for “a peaceful, nonmilitary solution” in favor of wording 
sought by the United States and others who wanted a more 
open-ended reference to “a political solution” that did not 
preclude military action, but did not endorse it either. 

The international meeting — a gathering of what was 
called the “friends of the Syrian people” — was intended to 
demonstrate international solidarity against the government of 
President Bashar al-Assad and his close allies, namely Russia 
and China, which faced blistering criticism from Secretary of 
State Hillary Rodham Clinton and other attendees. 

At the same time, with the death toll mounting, it 
underscored the deepening divisions over how to end the 
fighting and begin a political transition that would result in 
Mr. Assad’s departure. 

Saudi Arabia’s foreign minister, Prince Saud al-Faisal, 
pointedly expressed frustration that the world was not doing 
enough, though his government represses dissent at home. 
Later, in a meeting with Mrs. Clinton, he said that arming 
Syria’s largely disorganized opposition was “an excellent 
idea,” though one that was not on Friday’s official agenda. 

“Is it justice to offer aid and leave the Syrians to the 
killing machine?” he told the participants in the meeting, 
according to Al Arabiya television, a private Saudi-owned 
news channel. 

The United States and other nations have ruled out 
military intervention in Syria, but the violence is creating a 
confrontation between those nations on either side of the 
conflict. 

At the White House, President Obama said, “We are 
going to continue to keep the pressure up and look for every 
tool available to prevent the slaughter of innocents in Syria.” 
He repeated his call for President Assad to step down. “It is 

time to stop the killing of Syrian citizens by their own 
government,” Mr. Obama said. 

But the White House’s deputy spokesman, Joshua R. 
Earnest, reiterated the administration’s reluctance to supply 
arms to the Syrian opposition, saying it did not want to further 
“militarize” the situation. 

The request to the United Nations to begin planning for a 
peacekeeping mission — which would ultimately require the 
Security Council’s approval — risked yet another diplomatic 
showdown with Russia and China. And providing arms to 
Syria’s opposition, which Mrs. Clinton suggested the day 
before would happen “from somewhere, somehow,” raised the 
prospect of escalating the conflict. 

“It’s quite distressing to see two permanent members of 
the Security Council using their veto when people are being 
murdered: women, children, brave young men,” Mrs. Clinton 
said Friday at the close of the conference, referring to last 
month’s veto of a United Nations resolution calling for a 
political solution along the lines proposed by the Arab League. 

“It’s just despicable,” she went on. “And I ask, whose 
side are they on?” 

Russia, which has emerged as Syria’s main advocate, 
blamed the United States, NATO and the Arab League on 
Friday for fomenting the violence inside Syrian by supporting 
the opposition and denounced the meeting here as foreign 
interference that would fail to loosen Mr. Assad’s grip on 
power. 

“There is no situation there which would raise the 
question of Assad’s departure,” Aleksei K. Pushkov, a senior 
Russian lawmaker who visited Damascus, the Syrian capital, 
this week and met with the Syrian leader, said in Moscow. 
“This is an absolutely artificial and far-fetched theme. 
Everyone who arrives there understands why Assad is not 
leaving: because he has no reason to leave.” 

Although the leaders here cast their demand to allow 
humanitarian assistance as an ultimatum, they did not detail 
the consequences for Mr. Assad if he refused. 

In what appeared to be a modest breakthrough, the 
International Committee of the Red Cross said Friday that the 
Syrian Red Crescent had begun evacuations of a small number 
of people from a ravaged Homs neighborhood after three 
weeks of constant bombardment that had left the city with 
many wounded and shortages of food and medicine. 
Negotiations to evacuate two wounded foreign journalists 
continued. 

“There was a short cease-fire during the evacuation, with 
some shooting, but the full-scale bombing resumed later,” said 
Khaled Abu Salah, an activist in the city’s Baba Amr 
neighborhood reached via Skype. 

To stop the bloodshed, the leaders in Tunis, the capital of 
Tunisia, hoped to create what one official in attendance called 
“a tsunami” of diplomatic, economic and ultimately moral 
pressure on Syria’s government and its patrons. 

“If the Assad regime refuses to allow this lifesaving aid to 
reach civilians, it will have even more blood on its hands,” 
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Mrs. Clinton said in her remarks to the assembled leaders. The 
United States pledged $10 million in food and other aid. 

She and others counseled patience, though. Tunisia’s 
foreign minister, Rafiq Abdessalem, said that arming the 
opposition in Syria was a risky move. “We don’t want to 
replicate other situations by using weapons,” he said, citing his 
own country’s comparatively peaceful uprising last year, 
which set off the so-called Arab Spring, as a more promising 
model of political transition. 

The meeting on Friday ended with a statement 
announcing that the leaders would meet again in Turkey and 
France in the months ahead. 

Syria’s opposition was represented by the leaders of the 
Syrian National Council, a group largely composed of exiles, 
and representatives of Syria’s Kurds. 

The council’s leader, Burhan Ghalioun, appealed for 
international support but also sought to reassure Syria’s ethnic 
and sectarian groups, especially the Alawites who have 

dominated Syria’s government and economy under Mr. 
Assad’s rule. 

The participants referred to the Syrian National Council 
as “a legitimate representative” of the Syrian people, though 
not necessarily the only one. 

The request to begin planning a peacekeeping force of 
Arab soldiers presumes a negotiated settlement that has 
proved elusive for 11 months. 

In the meantime, pressure to do more increased. Prince 
Saud’s remarks on arming the opposition were echoed by 
three prominent American senators, who called on the Obama 
administration and other nations to do even more, providing 
money and intelligence support to the opposition. 

“What is needed urgently are tangible actions by the 
community of responsible nations to ensure that the Syrian 
people have the means to protect themselves against their 
attackers,” Senators John McCain and Lindsey Graham, both 
Republicans, and Senator Joseph I. Lieberman, an 
independent, said in a statement. 
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17. U.S. General: Missile Defense On Track 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 26 FEB 12) ... Dusan Stojanovic 

PODGORICA, Montenegro — American forces are now 
manning a new radar defense site in Turkey that could help 
defend Europe from a potential Iranian ballistic missile attack, 
the U.S. Army's commander in Europe said Sunday. 

"We have the forces in place ... at a radar site in southern 
Turkey," Lt. Gen. Mark Hertling said in an interview at 
Montenegro's main military airport in its capital. 

It is the first time a senior U.S. commander has confirmed 
reports that the NATO defense shield radar — which has 
caused tensions between Turkey and its Muslim neighbor Iran 
— has been operational in the past few weeks. The radar is a 
key element in a planned ballistic missile defense system that 
also would put other land- and sea-based radars and anti-
missile interceptors in several European locations over the 
next decade. 

"I can only speak for the ground base air defense units," 
Hertling said. "Buy I will tell you that we make constant 
coordination (with the U.S. Navy and Air Force), and I think 
we are well on track to conduct missile defense." 

The deal with Turkey last year to station the sophisticated 
radar on its territory was hailed by U.S. officials as the most 
significant military cooperation agreement between the U.S. 
and Turkey, NATO's biggest Muslim member, since 2003, 
when Turkey angered American officials by refusing to allow 
an armored division to cross Turkish territory to join the 
invasion of Iraq. 

Tensions between the West and Iran have risen in recent 
months over Tehran's nuclear program. Iran denies Western 

claims it seeks to develop atomic weapons, and says its 
disputed nuclear program is designed to produce energy and 
medical isotopes. 

The U.S. says the missile defense shield is designed to 
counter the Iranian missile threat. Besides the radar in Turkey, 
the defense shield also will contain interceptor missiles 
stationed in Romania and Poland, four ballistic missile 
defense-capable ships in Rota, Spain, and an operational 
headquarters in Germany. 

The X-band radar in Turkey is part of a system designed 
to intercept short- and medium-range missiles at extremely 
high altitudes. It is located at a military base near Kurecik, a 
town about 435 miles (700 kilometers) west of the Iranian 
border. 

"From an Army perspective, the missile defense plans are 
going as scheduled," Hertling said. 

Russia has threatened retaliatory moves if Washington 
goes ahead with plans regarding the elements of the missile 
defense system in Eastern Europe. Russian Prime Minister 
Vladimir Putin has repeatedly dismissed the U.S. claim that 
the prospective missile shield is intended to counter the 
Iranian missile threat, saying that its real goal is to erode 
Russia's nuclear deterrent. 

Hertling was in Montenegro to visit U.S. crews flying two 
Black Hawk helicopters that are part of an aid operation in the 
areas of the tiny Balkan state hit by the heaviest snowfall in 60 
years. 
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18. N. Korea Vows ‘Sacred War’ Over U.S.—S. Korea Drills 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 25 FEB 12) 

SEOUL, South Korea — North Korea on Feb. 25 
threatened a “sacred war” over U.S.-South Korean joint 
military drills next week as a U.S. envoy urged Pyongyang’s 
new leadership to engage in dialogue with the outside world. 

The North’s National Defense Commission (NDC) 
denounced the annual joint exercises as a “silent declaration of 
war,” describing them as “unpardonable war hysteria.” 

Key Resolve, a computerized command post exercise, 
will start Feb. 27 and continue until March 9. Separately, the 
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joint air, ground and naval field training exercise Foal Eagle 
will be held from March 1 to April 30. 

“Key Resolve and Foal Eagle are unpardonable war 
hysteria kicked up by the hooligans to desecrate our mourning 
period and an unpardonable infringement upon our 
sovereignty and dignity,” the NDC said in a statement. 

“Our army and people will foil the moves of the group of 
traitors to the nation and warmongers at home and abroad for a 
new war with a sacred war of our own style,” the NDC said, 
indicating it would stage a counter exercise. 

The threat is the latest instance of Pyongyang taking a 
hostile tone towards Seoul since Kim Jong Un, the youngest 
son of the late leader Kim Jong Il, took over after his father 
died of a heart attack Dec. 17. 

Last week the North vowed “merciless retaliatory strikes” 
if any shells landed in waters claimed by Pyongyang during a 
live-fire artillery exercise near the disputed Yellow Sea 
border. But it took no military action in response to the drill. 

“War maneuvers ... are, in essence, a silent declaration of 
a war. The declaration of the war is bound to be accompanied 
by a corresponding physical retaliation,” the NDC said. 

“Now that a war has been declared against us, the army 
and people are firmly determined to counter it with a sacred 
war of our own style and protect the security of the nation and 
the peace of the country,” it added. 

It accused “U.S. imperialists” of intensifying moves to 
ignite a war, and implied that the North had the capacity to 
strike against the U.S. mainland. 

“Nuclear weapons are not the monopoly of the U.S. We 
have war means more powerful than the U.S. nukes and ultra-
modern striking equipment which no one has ever possessed. 

“The U.S. is sadly mistaken if it thinks it is safe as its 
mainland is far away across the ocean. There is no limit to the 
striking intensity and range of our army and people to wipe 
out the aggressors.” 

Professor Kim Yong-Hyun of Dongguk University in 
Seoul said the North’s statement was aimed at increasing 
pressure on the U.S. and South Korea over the exercise, while 
at the same time seeking solidarity among its own people. 

“However, it is unlikely for the North to commit militarily 
provocative actions as it needs to push forward with dialogue 
with the United States,” he said. 

U.S. and North Korean officials this month resumed 
negotiations aimed at reopening six-party talks on dismantling 
the North’s nuclear program in return for diplomatic and 
economic gains. 

Pyongyang walked out of the process — which is chaired 
by China and also brings together the two Koreas, the U.S., 
Russia and Japan — in 2009 before carrying out a second 
nuclear test but now wants to return, albeit without 
preconditions. 

Glyn Davies, coordinator for United States policy on 
North Korea, said in Seoul it was “significant” that the North 
decided to reengage in talks “in a relatively short period of 
time after the change of leadership” in the North. 

“We hope and we expect that [North Korea] will choose 
to go down the path for a greater engagement and indeed 
ultimately a greater cooperation,” he told journalists after 
briefing South Koreans on two days of discussions with North 
Korean diplomats in Beijing. 

Earlier in Seoul, he said there was still a “long way” to go 
before the six-party talks could resume. 

Professor Yang Moo-Jin of the University of North 
Korean Studies said Pyongyang was seeking to add an element 
of urgency to the discussions about the six-party talks. 

“Basically, it is telling the United States, ‘You’d better 
not miss this opportunity.’ Otherwise, we will further build up 
our nuclear deterrence including [intercontinental ballistic 
missiles],” Yang said. 
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19. Jakarta's Submarine Buy Raises Stakes In Build-Up 
Purchase of three vessels could complicate undersea routes, but not seen to shift region's balance of power 
(SOUTH CHINA MORNING POST 26 FEB 12) 

Indonesia's recent U.S. $1.1 billion move to buy three 
diesel-electric submarines from South Korea highlights the 
growing complexities beneath the waves of East Asia as the 
region's undersea build-up continues apace. 

Regional analysts, naval officials and scholars say the 
purchase of the updated Type-209 submarines will not shift 
the balance of power in a region where navies, large and 
small, are upgrading and/or acquiring submarine fleets. 

However, it could potentially complicate long-favoured 
undersea routes, they say. 

The Indonesian archipelago has several strategically vital 
deep water trenches and island passages that link the Pacific 
and Indian Oceans. 

While the shipping choke point of the Malacca Strait is 
among the world's most important shipping lanes, the strait is 
too shallow for submarines to travel submerged and therefore 
undetected. 

United States submarines, for instance, have instead 
discreetly used the Makassar and Lombok straits, while 
Australian submarines have also been frequent visitors, 
monitoring Indonesia as well as regional military activity. 

Increasingly, other navies with expanding blue-water 
ambitions and long-range submarine capabilities - particularly 
China, with its nuclear-powered fleet, and Russia, as well as 
possibly neighbouring Singapore and Malaysia - are expected 
to regularly transit Indonesian waters, say Asian and Western 
naval officials. 

Japan, South Korea, Vietnam and Malaysia are all 
expanding fleets while the Philippines and Thailand are 
considering their first purchases, but it remains to be seen how 
ambitious these navies will be with their deployments. 

Stealthy submarines are sought after for their ability to 
protect a vast coastline by deterring far larger navies. They 
also provide a secret intelligence role, able to tap undersea 
communications cables as well as spy on electronic signals 
and military movements far inland. 

While Indonesian officials have yet to detail how their 
new submarines will be used, some regional scholars believe 
Indonesia's interests are strictly coastal, rather than harbouring 
any wider ambitions. 

"There is little doubt the Indonesians will be using these 
vessels for covert surveillance within their maritime space, 
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monitoring the activities of foreign navies," said Dr Sam 
Bateman, an Australian-based senior fellow at Singapore's S. 
Rajaratnam School of International Studies (RSIS). 

"Obviously, that will be a complicating factor for the 
navies using these straits and passages - activity that is almost 
certain to increase. 

"The Indonesians have long been very sensitive about the 
activities of foreign navies within their [maritime] domain, 
and I'm not sure that is always well understood." 

Bateman and fellow RSIS scholar Collin Koh Swee Lean 
have recently warned of the dangers of collisions or 
misunderstandings stemming from increased submarine 
activity. 

"On the one hand, the confined Southeast Asian maritime 
geography - characterised by semi-enclosed and narrow water 
bodies - makes for excellent submarine operations [though a 
bane for anti-submarine hunters]," Koh wrote recently. 

"On the other ... this provides an ideal recipe for potential 
incidents, inadvertent or otherwise." 

He urged greater regional co-operation, particularly in the 
neglected field of submarine rescue. 

But veteran U.S. submariners say even with the expected 
rise in activity, the risk of collisions remains minute, given the 
sheer scale of the undersea domain, even in key channels. 

Rescue co-operation, however, is an area that could be 
used as a confidence-building measure despite the sensitive 
nature of submarine work. 

The U.S. has expanded its submarine fleets in the Pacific, 
including re-building facilities in Guam (the U.S. territory 
nearest to China), and has expanded deployments, focusing on 
China's naval build-up as well as North Korea's. 

Dr Ian Storey, a regional security scholar at the Institute 
of Southeast Asian Studies, said Indonesia would struggle to 
use the submarines to their full capacity, given the complexity 
of submarine work and training. 

The new submarines will be used to replace two German-
built vessels that the Indonesians have used intermittently over 
the last three decades. 

Storey's recent book, Southeast Asia and the Rise of 
China, notes the geo-strategic importance of deep-water 
channels through Indonesia's archipelago. For instance, he 
describes U.S. submarines using the Ombai-Wetar Strait north 
of East Timor. 
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20. DFA: No To Joint Development With China 
(PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 27 FEB 12) 

The joint development of areas in the West Philippine Sea 
(South China Sea) that “are clearly ours is not a viable 
solution” to our problem with China, according to Foreign 
Secretary Albert del Rosario. 

As for the potentially resource-rich Spratlys group of 
islands, the Philippines is “open to considering joint 
development in the disputed areas,” Del Rosario told the 
Philippine Daily Inquirer Sunday. 

Del Rosario said that during his meeting last week with 
Wang Yingfan and Wang Chungui, two former Chinese 
ambassadors to the Philippines who were here on a goodwill 
visit, he “reiterated our position that we are open to inviting 
China in the Recto Bank as an investor to be governed by 
[our] laws.” 

The Recto Bank (Reed Bank), he pointed out, was an 
“integral part of the Philippines and, as such, cannot be jointly 
developed.” 

“To do so would be in violation of our Constitution,” he 
said. 

The Recto Bank had drawn China’s interest several 
months ago when the Philippine Air Force discovered several 
Chinese vessels in its vicinity. 

Other Option 
As another option, Del Rosario said “we again asked if 

China would join us in availing of the dispute settlement 
mechanism under the United Nations Convention on the Law 
of the Sea,” or Unclos. 

He said he told his guests the government was 
“endeavoring to look at all means to arrive at a peaceful 
solution of the disputes in the West Philippine Sea in 
accordance with international law, specifically Unclos.” 

Apart from China’s suggestion that the Philippines revisit 
the concept of joint development of the Spratlys, the two sides 
also discussed “how both nations are advancing our bilateral 
agenda while treating contentious issues separately, and the 

view that we should not accept all that appear in the press as 
being factual,” Del Rosario said. 

According to the secretary, the retired ambassadors were 
“very appreciative (they) came to enhance our friendship and 
cooperation.” 

Earlier, he told this paper that “their visit serves to put 
substance in the initiative (of China and the Philippines) on 
friendly visits.” 

During President Benigno Aquino III’s state visit to 
Beijing last August, both sides declared 2012 and 2013 the 
“Years of Friendly Exchanges” between the two Asian 
neighbors. 

Set Aside Quarrel 
On Wednesday, Wang Yingfan told a media forum 

organized by the Chinese Embassy that the Philippine 
government should consider the “Deng Xiaoping Solution” to 
the Spratlys dispute, that is, setting aside the territorial quarrel 
in favor of a joint exploration and development of the disputed 
waters. 

Wang, who served in Manila from 1988 to 1990, stressed 
“it is time for cooperation, not confrontation, not fighting.” 

He said he had “talked with some important people in 
your government that we should work hard to find ways that 
are acceptable to both sides, that we must work hard to 
prepare the ground so that we could share the resources 
together.” 

According to Wang, the response he got “was very 
encouraging. They said they would consider this kind of 
thinking. So with patience, with goodwill and with hard work, 
we could find a way out that’s agreeable and acceptable to 
both sides. ” 

Wang also advised Filipinos to “spend your energy on 
economic development.” 

He said it would be some time before the two Spratlys 
claimants could find a solution to the dispute. 
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Wang also warned the Philippines against bringing the 
United States into the equation, saying this would be 
unacceptable to China which would “certainly react” if that 
happened. 

Wang stressed that allowing the U.S. to meddle in the six-
nation Spratlys conflict was another story. 

“That would make the issue more complicated and more 
difficult to settle among ourselves,” he said. 

The Philippines and China claim all or part of the Spratlys 
along with Vietnam, Taiwan, Malaysia and Brunei. 
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21. Indian Navy Succeeds In Pushing Back Pirates 
(TIMES OF INDIA 26 FEB 12) ... Sudha Nambudiri 

KOCHI - The Indian Navy's action against the Somalian 
pirates off the Gulf of Aden has resulted in the seas on the 
Indian side being declared a safe area for merchant ships. 
"Many ships have been taking the route off the Indian coast 
after the Indian Navy's strong action against the Somalian 
pirates," said Captain Pottengal Mukundan, Director, 
International Maritime Bureau Piracy Reporting Centre 
(PRC). 

Speaking to TOI, Captain Mukundan said that there have 
not been any incidents of Somali type hijacking in Indian 
territorial waters though in the last year (2011), 450 crew 
members have been taken hostage in Somali hijackings of 28 
vessels. The IMB's Piracy Reporting Centre has been 
monitoring piracy worldwide since 1991. 

While refusing to comment on the recent killing of two 
fishermen off the Indian waters by two Italian navy men 
abroad the merchant ship, Enrica Lexie, Captain Mukundan 
said that the law of the flag state prevails on the vessel. It is 
also subject to the laws of the coastal state in whose territorial 
waters the vessel is in. These laws determine the carriage of 
armed teams and the rules under which they operate. 

He said that the issue of armed guards to protect ships 
from piracy attacks is being debated at the UN's International 
Maritime Organisation (IMO). Further discussions are likely 
to come up next month as the several countries remain 
apprehensive on the issue of armed men aboard a merchant 
ship. 

The IMO had issued interim guidelines on the 
employment of privately contracted armed security personnel 
on board ships transiting the high-risk piracy area off the coast 
of Somalia and in the Gulf of Aden and the wider Indian 
Ocean was approved by IMO's Maritime Safety Committee 
(MSC). 

According to a recent global piracy report by the IMB, 
piracy on the world seas has risen to record levels, with 
Somali pirates behind 56 percent of the 352 attacks reported 
this year. But there has been a fall in the number of hijacking 
which IMB credits to policing and interventions by 
international naval forces. "Somali pirates are finding it harder 
to hijack ships and get the ransom they ask for. The navies 
deserve to be complimented on their excellent work: they are a 
vital force in deterring and disrupting pirate activity," said 
Captain Mukundan. 
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22. U.K. Military Faces Potential Readiness Gap 
(AVIATION WEEK 24 FEB 12) ... Robert Wall 

LONDON - Charitably, one might say that the U.K.’s 
Defense Ministry is in a no-win situation regarding defense 
programs—damned if it cuts more and damned if it doesn’t. 

A less charitable interpretation posits that after almost two 
years of trying to fix its military equipment plan, the U.K. is 
still left with a huge mismatch between funding and 
capabilities, with risk increasing of even greater imbalances as 
the nation’s economy remains in a slump. 

While neither is a cheery prospect, both views point to the 
central nugget of two recent parliamen-tary reports. One 
spotlights the financial mismatch still bedeviling the Defense 
Ministry’s books, with the indication that the situation may 
worsen; the other raises the prospect that Britain may not be 
able to repeat a Libya-style operation. 

A crucial 10-year equipment plan is now being drafted by 
the Defense Ministry, but Parliament’s Public Accounts 
Committee warns that the financial framework may be flawed. 
The plan is based on the government’s promise that defense 
spending would increase 1% ahead of inflation after 2015; 
however, the panel notes that “in light of current economic 
conditions, that assumption may be unrealistic.” It therefore 
urged the government “to consider and assess the impact of a 
range of lower funding assumptions.” Not even reflected in 
the discussion is the fact that the real-term figure relies on 

consumer inflation figures, not the higher rate of inflation 
typically seen in the aerospace and defense sector. 

Compounding the budgetary mismatch are other critiques 
that could result in additional spending requirements. “We 
consider that the Libya operation raises important questions as 
to the extent of the United Kingdom’s national contingent 
capability,” says Defense Committee Chairman James 
Arbuthnot. “The government needs to review our capacity to 
respond to concurrent threats. This work should be conducted 
as a matter of urgency before the next Strategic Defense and 
Security Review [SDSR],” due around 2015, he adds. 

Airborne intelligence, surveillance and reconnaissance 
(ISR) is one key area singled out by lawmakers. The Defense 
Committee’s report calls on the ministry “to give a higher 
priority to the development of Istar [intelligence, surveillance, 
target acquisition and reconnaissance] capabilities in advance 
of the next SDSR.” For example, there should be greater 
clarity on plans for Raytheon’s Sentinel R1 ground 
surveillance aircraft. The SDSR suggested that the aircraft be 
retired once the fleet is no longer needed in Afghanistan, but 
the panel now wants to know “whether consideration is being 
given to its retention and what impact [this] would have on 
other budget areas.” 

Royal Air Force officials have often noted the important 
role played by the asset and indicated it may be retained. 
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Another issue under scrutiny is whether the U.K. has an 
adequate stock of precision weapons. The government had to 
ask MBDA to engage in a surge program to provide sufficient 
stock of Brimstone air-to-ground missiles. “U.K. armed forces 
require large enough stocks of ‘Warlike Materiel’ which can 
be quickly replenished… This requires larger stocks of those 
items which are more difficult to procure or slower to 
produce,” the lawmakers note. They ask the government to 
“outline the contingency measures that are in place and 
whether it has any plans to review them.” 

But retaining the Sentinel R1 fleet or maintaining a large 
stockpile would require more money. Nevertheless, worries 
about future spending mismatches did not stop the U.K. from 
placing an order for an eighth Boeing C-17 on Feb. 8. The 

£200 million ($316 million) deal is the latest step in a gradual 
fleet expansion that began with four leased airlifters. The 
aircraft is due off the Boeing production line next month, with 
delivery to the U.K. at mid-year. 

Whereas the C-17 fleet is growing, Parliament notes that a 
decision to cut three Airbus Military A400Ms from the U.K.’s 
plans has resulted in a cost uptick of 46% per aircraft. While 
legislators acknowledge that program management appears to 
be improving, they lament that the past year saw another £466 
million increase in the 15 largest programs. However, only 
£53 million was linked to design and contracting issues; the 
bulk was associated with delaying outlays (£124 million) and 
adding capability (£113 million), and the rest was related to 
economic factors. 
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23. Canada To Host Meetings On Controversial Stealth Fighter Jets 
(CANADIAN PRESS 25 FEB 12) ... Mike Blanchfield 

OTTAWA -- Canada has convened two days of 
international meetings in Washington next week to discuss 
problems around the controversial F-35 stealth fighter jet 
program. 

The meeting comes as Defence Minister Peter MacKay 
and Gen. Walt Natynczyk, chief of the defence staff, both 
affirmed Canada's plan to buy a fleet of F-35 stealth fighter 
jets at a high-profile military event Friday. 

Controversy has surrounded the F-35 procurement as the 
plane's manufacturer, the U.S. defence giant Lockheed Martin, 
and the Pentagon move to restructure the program for a third 
time. 

Canada is part of a joint effort to buy the planes along 
with Britain, Norway, Denmark, Holland, Italy, Turkey and 
Australia. 

Canada has been trying to set up a meeting of partner 
countries in advance of a scheduled meeting with Lockheed 
Martin set for later in March. 

A well-placed Defence Department source confirmed 
Friday two days of talks are set for next Thursday and Friday 
in Washington. The talks are expected to take place at the 
Canadian Embassy. 

Canada proposed the meeting "to address common 
issues," said the source, who was not authorized to speak 
publicly on the procurement. 

Ahead of that, MacKay and Natynczyk used a major 
gathering of defence insiders, analysts, diplomats and business 
executives to reiterate the government's support to purchase a 
fleet of F-35 to replace Canada's aging fleet of CF-18 
jetfighters. 

MacKay and Natynczyk made their pledges before an 
audience of hundreds at a major military conference in 
Ottawa. 

MacKay also said the Harper government won't pay a 
penny more than budgeted for the fleet of 65 stealth fighter 
jets. 

"We have been clear that we will operate within that 
budget," he said in a speech to the Conference of Defence 
Associations annual meeting. 

"And we will give our air men and women the best 
available aircraft, which I believe is the fifth-generation, F-35 
Lightning II." 

The comment elicited a smattering of applause. 
Natynczyk said in his speech the fighter pilots who 

returned from Italy after flying in the NATO mission in 
support of Libya told him they want to fly the F-35. 
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24. Brazil Vows To Rebuild Antarctic Research Station 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 26 FEB 12) ... John Lyons 

SÃO PAULO, Brazil—Brazil's President Dilma Rousseff 
vowed to rebuild the nation's Antarctic research station after a 
fire destroyed the facility Saturday, killing two naval 
personnel. 

A fire at Comandante Ferraz base, on King George Island 
near a peninsula that reaches up from Antarctica toward the tip 
of South America, also injured a Brazilian officer, who is in 
stable condition. The Argentine Air Force aided in evacuating 
military personnel and researchers over the weekend. 

In a statement, Ms. Rousseff offered condolences for the 
victims and promised to rebuild. 

The lethal fire was the second calamity to befall the 
Brazilian base lately. Also on Saturday, the Brazilian Navy 
confirmed that a resupply barge carrying more than 2,500 
gallons of fuel sank recently less than a mile from the base. 

The navy confirmed the incident in an email after the São 
Paulo newspaper O Estado de S. Paulo published an article 
describing the accident and alleging that the Brazilian military 
had sought to keep it from the public. The newspaper said the 
barge went down more than a month ago. The Brazilian Navy 
didn't respond to the coverup allegation and didn't say when 
the resupply barge went down in its statement. A Navy 
spokesman declined to provide additional information. 

The navy said the sunken fuel, which is laden with 
chemicals to keep it from freezing, hasn't leaked from its 
containment. Brazil's state-controlled oil firm Petroleo 
Brasileiro SA has sent a ship to the scene to help attempt to 
refloat the fuel tanks and remove them from the water, the 
Navy statement said. A Navy spokesman provided no 
comment on how the fire would impact the salvage effort. 
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The Navy spokesman said the fire Saturday and the barge 
accident were unrelated incidents. 

The pair of accidents will likely rekindle environmental 
concerns about staffing permanent bases in the Antarctic, an 
essentially unpopulated, pristine continent reserved for 
scientific research by an international treaty. Brazil has 
maintained the base since a military government established it 
in 1984. Other South American countries, such as Argentina, 
keep similar bases, which are viewed by some critics as 
reflecting regional power aspirations as much as a dedication 
to science. 

Environmental accidents carry high political stakes for 
Ms. Rousseff. Brazil is preparing to host an international 
environmental conference here later this year, and the 

administration is criticized by some groups planning to attend 
it for its plans to expand hydroelectric dams, mines and other 
infrastructure in the Amazon. 

Brazil adopted a get-tough policy against oil spills late 
last year when it announced it was considering criminal 
indictments against Chevron Corp. executives and some $11 
billion in fines and civil lawsuits following a leak at one of the 
oil giant's deep water wells. No charges have been filed yet. 

But officials of the U.S. company have complained they 
are being unfairly punished since the 2,500-barrel leak was 
capped a few days after its discovery, and is a fraction of the 
size of notable past Petrobras accidents, such as a 340,000-
barrel spill when a Petrobras platform sank in 2001. 
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PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
25. Sailors Eager For A Chance At Rota Duty 
(NAVY TIMES 26 FEB 12) ... William H. McMichael 

Sailors are angling for a chance to go to Naval Station 
Rota, Spain, now that the Navy has named the four destroyers 
that will be homeported there in the coming years. 

“HELLLL YEAHHHH,” Damage Controlman 1st Class 
(SW) David Holcomb, a recruiter in St. Petersburg, Fla., wrote 
in a Facebook post. “I have been and lived in Rota ... can’t 
wait to get orders to one of those ships.” 

Navy Secretary Ray Mabus said Feb. 16 that the Ross and 
Donald Cook will arrive in fiscal 2014, followed a year later 
by Porter and Carney. The first three are now homeported at 
Naval Station Norfolk, Va., while Carney’s home is Naval 
Station Mayport, Fla. The ships will be part of NATO’s 
ballistic-missile-defense shield in Europe. 

They will be the first Navy ships homeported at Rota 
since 1979, when the Simon Lake-class submarine tender 
Canopus left for good, said 6th Fleet spokesman Cmdr. Marc 
Boyd. 

About 1,300 sailors and 2,100 family members will 
transfer to Rota, according to Fleet Forces Command. They’ll 
join the 1,300 sailors, 1,700 family members and 200 U.S. 
civilian workers already there. 

The Navy plans to spend about $80 million to upgrade the 
installation and another $791 million for improvements and 
expenditures related to ship operations, maintenance, fly-away 
training teams, repair support, change-of-station orders and 
overseas cost-of-living and housing allowances over the next 
five years, according to Navy spokesman Lt. Paul Macapagal. 

The Navy has asked for $18 million in fiscal 2013 to 
build a high-explosive magazine and general purpose 
warehouse, with spending in later years on information 
technology, family housing, base operating support and 
infrastructure sustainment. Plans are being developed for the 
modification of office and warehouse space, information 
networks and quality-of-life services, Boyd said. 

Raves About Rota 
The move to Rota was announced late last year by 

President Obama and Defense Secretary Leon Panetta. But 
now, the Navy community knows which crews will enjoy the 
quality of life many active and retired sailors rave about. 

“I was stationed in Rota from 1994 until 1998,” wrote 
Senior Chief Aviation Electrician’s Mate (AW) Phillip Burt, 

now senior enlisted leader for the Naval Academy’s 16th 
Company. “It is still my favorite duty station. The quality of 
life there is second to none. 

“When I first heard about us moving ships back there, I 
said, sign me up!” 

Chief Air Traffic Controller (AW/SW) Russ Hedrick, 
stationed in Rota from 2005 to 2008, praised the “nice big 
commissary and great medical/dental” care, but went on at 
length about the benefits of living in Spain. 

“The Spanish people are generally very friendly towards 
Americans, especially in that part of Spain,” wrote Hedrick, 
now stationed at Marine Corps Base Hawaii. “Some of my 
best memories in the Navy was having combined 
picnics/family fun days with the Spanish navy controllers.“ 

Hedrick also touted travel opportunities. “You could go to 
Morocco and back in one day, via fast ferry across the Strait of 
Gibraltar,” he wrote. 

And then there’s the food. 
“The cuisines of Southern Spain and the Med are without 

equal,” wrote Tom Clarke, a retired commander now working 
for Naval Sea Systems Command who said his Rota 
assignment was “probably the best in my 24-year career,” with 
Keflavik, Iceland, a close second. “How many 5-year-olds like 
calamari? Mine was disappointed when she returned to the 
states and discovered that McDonald’s didn’t have them!” 

There should be plenty of room for the new arrivals by 
the time Ross and Donald Cook make the move. Rota has 779 
family housing units, only 350 of which are occupied, 
according to base spokesman Lt. j.g. Jason Fischer. The rest 
are undergoing renovation, he said. 

Single sailors E-1 through E-4 must live on base unless 
rooms are not available. Nearly all of the 134 single-sailor 
units are currently occupied, but some of the renovations, 
which Fischer said will be completed before the four ships 
arrive, include conversion of existing spaces to bachelor 
quarters. 

The four ships, all equipped with the multitracking Aegis 
radar/weapon system and ballistic-missile engagement 
capability, will complement a Turkey-based X-band radar 
station and land-based anti-missile systems set to be based in 
Poland and Romania. 
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It’s unclear how many additional deployed ships might 
take part in that mission. Boyd said there would be “others” 

but declined to give a number, citing operational security 
considerations. 
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26. First Black Woman To Command Navy Missile Destroyer Is From Greensboro 
(WGHP FOX GREENSBORO 24 FEB 12) ... Deven Swartz 

NORFOLK – A Greensboro woman has become the first 
black woman in history to take command of a U.S. Navy 
missile destroyer. 

Cmdr. Monika Washington Stoker was given the honor 
during a ceremony Friday morning at a naval station in 
Norfolk. She will helm the USS Mitscher and her crew of 300. 

Stoker, a graduate of Grimsley High School, had served 
as the ship’s executive officer since June 2011. 

Stoker was commissioned in 1995 after graduating from 
the Naval Academy with a Bachelor of Science degree in 
ocean engineering. 

Broadcast Clip - African-American Woman Makes 
History As New CO Of USS Mitscher 

(WVEC ABC NORFOLK 24 FEB 12) Mike Gooding 

History was made Friday as Cmdr. Monika Washington 
Stoker took command of the Norfolk-based guided-missile 
destroyer USS Mitscher. 

She's the first African-American woman serving as 
Commanding Officer of an Arleigh Burke-class Aegis guided 
missile destroyer, the Navy said. 

"It says that you do whatever you want to do, whether it's 
in the military or not and don't let anyone tell you that you 
can't," Stoker said. 

She relieved Cmdr. Brian Sorenson, who served as 
commanding officer for two years. 

Stoker, a native of Greensboro, N.C., served as USS 
Mitscher's Executive Officer since June 2010. 

View Clip (RT: 1:58) 
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27. Aviator Pay Boost 
Continuation cash up nearly across the board; VAQ pilots see big increase 
(NAVY TIMES 05 MAR 12) ... Joshua Stewart 

If you’re a pilot or a naval flight officer approaching your 
department head tour, you may want to crack open some nice 
champagne: The Navy has increased aviation career 
continuation pay for several communities, in some cases by as 
much as $10,000 per year. 

Among the biggest winners are electronic warfare pilots, 
who will receive a $10,000 bump in ACCP, bringing their 
annual payout to $25,000. The VAQ pilot increase puts those 
aviators on par with F/A-18 Hornet pilots. 

VAQ naval flight officer pay is holding steady as the 
community moves from the four-seat EA-6B Prowler to the 
two-seat EA-18G Growler, a transition that will reduce the 
need for backseaters. 

There is some bad news: Command, at-sea and astronaut 
pay have been scrapped. And pay for pilots in helicopter anti-
submarine light and helicopter maritime strike squadrons was 
cut from $10,000 to $5,000 per year. 

“Due to increased retention among control grade aviators, 
there will be a modification to select ACCP bonus amounts, 
including a removal of the at-sea, command and astronaut 
bonuses to ensure the most efficient use of funds,” Navy 
Personnel Command spokeswoman Katie Suich said. 

The Navy sets ACCP to help shape manning in the 
aviation community. If there is a need for a certain type of 
pilot or NFO, pay will be increased to entice aviators to stick 
around through their department head tours. The Navy also 
monitors opportunities in the private sector and the strength of 
the overall economy when setting levels. 

ACCP “remains a critical incentive to ensure naval 
aviation retains a sufficient quantity and quality of aviators to 
meet annualized aviation department head requirements,” 
Suich said. 

In a news release, the Navy said about 310 active-duty 
officers and 75 full-time support aviators are expected to take 
ACCP this year. Aviators are eligible if their minimum service 
requirement expires in fiscal 2012 or 2013 and they have 
screened for department head. 

The changes do not affect anyone who has already 
accepted ACCP — those who have already accepted the 
bonuses cannot accept the new payments. Aviators who take 
ACCP will receive payments in equal annual installments. 
Payments will begin when the officer is within one year of 
completing his MSR. 
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28. Sea Service Leadership Association's 2012 Navy Leadership Awards 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 25 FEB 12) ... Ensign Amber Lynn Daniel, Diversity and Inclusion Public Affairs 

WASHINGTON -- The Navy will honor four outstanding 
women at the upcoming Joint Women's Leadership 
Symposium's Leadership Awards Luncheon at the Gaylord 
Hotel in National Harbor, Md., on March 5 as announced in 
NAVADMIN 068/12, Feb. 23. 

The 2012 Navy Leadership Award Recipients include 
Hospital Corpsmen First Class Sonseeahray Walker of Recruit 
Training Command, Great Lakes, Ill. in the junior enlisted 
category; Chief Construction Electrician (SCW/DV) Lynn M. 
Rodriguez of Naval Facilities Expeditionary Logistics Center, 

Port Hueneme, Calif. in the senior enlisted category; Lt. 
Megan M. Donnelly, USS Abraham Lincoln (CVN 72) of 
Carrier Strike Group 9 in the junior officer category; and 
Cmdr. Regina G. Marengo of 7th Naval Construction 
Regiment, Newport, R.I. in the senior officer category. 

The Captain Joy Bright Hancock Leadership Awards are 
presented to a senior and junior officer, and the Master Chief 
Anna Der-Vartanian Leadership Awards are presented to a 
senior and junior enlisted service member. 
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"This year's nominees are mature leaders who have shown 
exceptional leadership and have persevered to overcome 
challenges while serving," said Cmdr. Elisabeth Gracia, senior 
awards board advisor. "This was the most competitive group 
we've ever seen, and each community should be proud of these 
leaders. They truly embody honor, courage and commitment 
on every level." 

Nominations addressed the nominee's professional 
accomplishments, leadership style, and community 
involvement. Over 120 nomination packages were submitted 
in response to the award solicitation message sent out last 
November and spanned every naval community. The awards 
were co-presented by the Sea Service Leadership Association 
and the Military Officers Association of America. 

The Captain Joy Bright Hancock and Master Chief Anna 
Der-Vartanian Leadership Awards honor the visionary 
leadership of service members whose ideals and dedication 
foster a positive working environment for reinforcing and 
furthering the integration of women into the Navy. Established 
in 1987, these leadership awards have been presented 
annually, recognizing the inspirational leadership of Navy 
officers and enlisted members on active or reserve duty. In 
2012, the Navy added the junior enlisted award category. 

"All four women have served across the globe, impacting 
and shaping our Navy," said Gracia. "From training recruits, to 
qualifying as an Officer of the Deck underway as an aviator, 
to serving in elite special programs within the Seabee 
community, to balancing the demands of a civilian business 
owner with deploying as a Reservist in support of the Global 
War on Terrorism, each of the recipients have displayed 
tremendous leadership capabilities in the face of challenges. 
Each of these women has worked hard and deserves of the 
honor that comes with receiving a Captain Joy Bright Hancock 
or Master Chief Anna Der-Vartanian Leadership Award." 

The two award namesakes were true Navy trailblazers, 
both reaching new heights within their naval careers and 
laying the foundation for other women to follow in their 
footsteps today. 

This year, the enlisted awards were renamed in honor of 
Master Chief Anna Der-Vartanian. Der-Vartanian joined the 
Navy in December 1943, and rose through the ranks quickly, 
promoting to Chief Yeoman three years later in 1946. Der-
Vartanian served in various leadership positions all over the 
fleet, from Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, to Paris, France. In 1959, 
while serving as assistant to the Global Strategy Officer at the 
Naval War College in Newport, R.I., Der-Vartanian received 
her promotion to master chief petty Officer. With that 
promotion, she made history as the first woman in the Armed 
Services to be promoted to the rank of E-9. Der-Vartanian 
retired from the Navy July 1963 with 21 years of naval 
service. Although Der-Vartanian was engaged on three 
separate occasions, she never married, nor had children, as 
that was a disqualifier of service prior to 1973. 

Capt. Joy Bright-Hancock joined the Navy during World 
War I, enlisting as a yeoman. After the war ended in 1918 and 
having been widowed twice, she left the Navy and went on to 
attend a Foreign Service School and obtained a private pilot's 
license. In October 1942, Bright-Hancock was commissioned 
as a lieutenant. By the end of World War II, she rose to the 
rank of commander. In February 1946, Bright-Hancock 
became the WAVES' Director and promoted to the rank of 
captain the following July. Bright-Hancock was instrumental 
in guiding the WAVES through a difficult time period and 
ensured that Navy women achieved the same standing as their 
active duty male counterparts. She retired in June 1953. 

This year marks the 25th Silver Anniversary of the Sea 
Service Leadership Association's Joint Women's Leadership 
Symposium, held in March and coinciding with Women's 
History Month. The theme, "United in Service: Our Global 
Impact," embodies the essence of this year's award recipients. 

Commands are strongly encouraged to increase their 
knowledge and awareness of the contributions of women to 
the Navy and nation by celebrating Women's History Month 
through programs, exhibits, publications, and participation in 
military and community events. 
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29. Retiring Navy Wounded Warrior Joins NAVSEA Disability Employment Program Team 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 25 FEB 12) ... Navy Safe Harbor Public Affairs 

WASHINGTON -- The commander of Naval Sea System 
Command (NAVSEA) met with a Navy wounded warrior who 
recently secured a promising internship opportunity at 
NAVSEA. 

Master Chief Personnel Specialist Rodney R. Williams 
Sr., who will retire from the Navy in August, began working 
as a senior disability analyst intern at NAVSEA last month. 
He reports to the disability program manager, with whom he is 
developing and implementing NAVSEA's corporate talent 
acquisition and placement strategy for individuals with 
targeted disabilities. 

"I fully applaud creating job opportunities for wounded 
warriors like Master Chief Williams who are transitioning out 
of service," said Vice Adm. Kevin M. McCoy, commander, 
NAVSEA. "Many of these men and women want to feel like 
they are still part of a team. As employers, we have to find the 
right fit for them; we need to match the job to the wounded 
warrior, and not the other way around." 

"I am extremely appreciative of this internship 
opportunity with NAVSEA, but, more importantly, I am 
humbled by the opportunity to make a difference in the lives 
of the disabled population and their families," said Williams. 
"Working to develop NAVSEA's Targeted Disability 
Employment Program for those who need it most is, quite 
simply, a dream opportunity." 

Rear Adm. (select) Annie B. Andrews, director of Total 
Force Requirements Division (OPNAV N12); NAVSEA 
Command Master Chief Evelyn "Vonn" Banks; Cmdr. David 
McAfee from the NAVSEA Wounded Warrior Program; and 
Chris Deegan, the NAVSEA champion for persons with 
disabilities also participated in the meeting. They discussed 
ways to collaborate to continue helping wounded warriors, 
military veterans, and their family members find meaningful 
employment opportunities. 

Andrews oversees Navy Safe Harbor, the Navy and Coast 
Guard's wounded warrior support program, and Williams has 
been enrolled in the program since 2011. Navy Safe Harbor 
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first established the connection between Williams and McCoy, 
which ultimately led to Williams' internship with NAVSEA. 

"Master Chief Williams is an exemplary leader and 
Sailor, and I have little doubt he will make outstanding 
contributions in the civilian workforce," said Andrews. "He 
really tells the story of what Navy Safe Harbor strives to do 
for our wounded warriors searching for employment." 

Williams obtained his internship through NAVSEA's 
Wounded Warrior Program, the command's ambitious, 
proactive hiring initiative. By the conclusion of fiscal year 
2012, McCoy plans to have hired 500 wounded warriors. The 
program seeks to arm these service members with education 
and training that will expand their professional skills and, 
ultimately, NAVSEA's workforce. 

The extensive support Williams has received as a 
wounded warrior and a retiring Sailor are especially poignant 
when contrasted to the experiences of his extended family. His 
grandfather was a double amputee, and his father and older 
brother - both Army veterans - were wounded during their 

tours of duty. Williams witnessed firsthand the personal and 
professional struggles his relatives faced as they reached out to 
a system not yet equipped to help them. 

"One of the best parts about this internship is that I have 
an opportunity to walk around NAVSEA's headquarters and 
meet these incredible folks every day," said Williams. 
"Wounded warriors and those with targeted disabilities have a 
tremendous amount to offer any workplace. They may have 
disabilities, but their resumes certainly do not." 

In 2005, Williams was diagnosed with a serious illness 
that affects his vision, and he has since undergone several 
surgeries and is regularly monitored by medical experts. 

"It is an honor and a privilege to have Master Chief 
Williams work with us at NAVSEA," said McAfee. "He hit 
the deck running on his internship and is already an essential 
team member. He already has changed the lives of several 
disabled individuals, including wounded warriors." 

Though his military career is coming to a close, Williams 
said, "I'm not done serving yet." 
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30. Tecumseh Grad Honored As Navy's Top Recruiter 
Tecumseh grad selected from 7,000, honored as Navy's top enlisted recruiter 
(EVANSVILLE (IN) COURIER & PRESS 26 FEB 12) ... Max Roll 

Being from Elberfeld, Ind., Navy Counselor First Class 
Brand Whobrey likes to consider himself just a regular guy 
from a regular small town. 

In his graduating class at Tecumseh High School, 
Whobrey was just one of 52 seniors but on Jan. 25, in 
Washington D.C., he was selected out of 7,000 naval 
recruiters for the branch's 2011 Enlisted Recruiter of the Year 
award. 

"It's surreal, I didn't realize the magnitude of the award 
until I actually got to (Washington) D.C. and received it," said 
Whobrey, who recruited 43 Sailors in 2011. 

Whobrey received verbal confirmation of his award in 
November but he said the reality of it set in during the award 
ceremony at the Naval Memorial in Washington. He also was 
given the chance to lay the wreath on the Tomb of the 
Unknowns. Whobrey admitted he became emotional. 

"Anybody that's in the military knows that's a tradition 
they hold in their heart," said Whobrey, "That will definitely 
get you." 

Whobrey said in a news release sent out by the Navy that 
he admired the structured lifestyle and exceptional benefits the 
Navy offered and six years later has "experienced more than 
he could have ever thought possible." Whobrey completed an 
undergraduate degree and received his bachelors of arts in 
marketing from the University of Southern Indiana. 

The Navy states the award "recognizes the most 
accomplished and successful recruiters across the country, 
who recruit the best men and women for America's Navy to 
fulfill today's missions and met tomorrow's challenges." 

Whobrey is considered a security specialist in anti-
terrorism, force protection, physical security and law 
enforcement duties on land and at sea, according to the news 
release. In his career, he's received special weapons training, 
operated a force protection watercraft and controlled a base 
access point. 

In addition to his recruiting achievements, Whobrey also 
is recognized for his hundreds of hours of volunteer service in 
fundraisers supporting children with medical needs, Easter 
Seals, Big Brothers & Big Sisters of Central Indiana, the 
YMCA, and the Special Olympics. All his volunteer service 
resulted in him receiving another award, the Military 
Outstanding Volunteer Service Medal, the news release said. 

"The Navy has presented me with a plethora of 
opportunities to learn many valuable skill-sets that can be 
utilized not only throughout my naval career, but also in 
everyday life and the private sector," Whobrey said in the 
news release. "I am thankful for the opportunity to serve in the 
Navy and am truly blessed to have such an exciting career 
path ahead of me." 

Return to Index 
 

31. USS Ronald Reagan Sailor Dies In Vehicle Accident 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 26 FEB 12) ... USS Ronald Reagan Public Affairs 

BREMERTON, Wash. -- A Sailor from the USS Ronald 
Reagan (CVN 76) died Feb. 24 as a result of a vehicle 
accident on State Route 16 in Kitsap County, Wash. 

Electrician's Mate 3rd Class Roger Hartley, 25, of the 
ship's Air Department was pronounced dead at Harrison 
Memorial Hospital at 6:56 a.m. following the accident. 

Hartley had served as an electrician's mate on board since 
reporting in Jul. 2010. Hartley achieved his Enlisted Surface 

and Aviation Warfare pins on Ronald Reagan's most recent 
deployment. 

During that deployment, Reagan conducted Humanitarian 
Assistance and Disaster Relief off the coast of Sendai, Japan 
following the Mar. 11 earthquake and tsunami. Additionally, 
Reagan provided direct action in support of Operations 
Enduring Freedom and New Dawn. 
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"It's a tragedy whenever we lose one of our shipmates and 
everyone on board is affected," said Cmdr. Kevin Lenox, 
Reagan's executive officer. "Hartley was a stellar Sailor and 

our thoughts and prayers go out to his family during this 
difficult time." 
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FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
32. Lifetime Cost To Run F-35 Fighter: About $1 Trillion 
(REUTERS 26 FEB 12) ... Andrea Shalal-Esa 

WASHINGTON - The Pentagon estimates that it will still 
cost about $1 trillion to operate a fleet of 2,443 F-35 fighter 
jets over the next 50 years, but is continuing to analyze how to 
drive that staggering sum down, a top U.S. Marine Corps 
official told Reuters. 

Lieutenant General Terry Robling, deputy Marine Corps 
commandant for aviation, said top defense officials agreed last 
week to continue low-rate production of the new radar-
evading warplane built by Lockheed Martin Corp, while 
keeping a close eye on the cost of maintaining and operating 
the new jets. 

"Everybody was on board with ... the program," Robling 
told Reuters aboard a military aircraft on Saturday after a 
ceremony involving three F-35B jets at Eglin Air Force Base 
in Florida. "We understand the costs are high. We understand 
that we need to do something, we need to make decisions 
down the road." 

Robling said the cost estimate would likely decline in 
coming years as more jets were built and flown, reducing the 
reliance on comparison data from other aircraft programs. 

Unless the estimates do come down substantially, the 
Pentagon may have to decide to buy fewer airplanes, reduce 
the number of anticipated flight hours, or skip adding certain 
capabilities to the plane, Robling said, although he noted that 
decision point could still be five to 10 years off. 

The estimated cost just to develop and buy the F-35 Joint 
Strike Fighter (JSF) is around $382 billion, but that number 
could increase somewhat when the Pentagon reports the cost 
of its major acquisition programs to Congress next month. 

Defense officials say the cost of the program will increase 
somewhat since the Pentagon is postponing orders for 179 
planes for five years to allow more testing and limit the 
number of costly retrofits to already produced planes. 

The delays and budget pressures at home are prompting 
eight international partners who are helping fund the F-35 
development -- Britain, Italy, Australia, Denmark, Norway, 
Turkey, Canada and the Netherlands -- to rethink their orders 
as well. 

Estimates Based On Low Flight Hours, Other 
Airplanes 

"It's an unaffordable program at the numbers that we're 
using," Robling said. But he cautioned that the F-35 was still 
in development and much of the reliability data was 
preliminary, based on just 2,500 hours of flight time on the 
new warplane. 

For instance, the cost of operating the V-22 Osprey had 
come down about 30 percent since it was first fielded, Robling 
said. Aggressive oversight, increased reliability of parts and 
different flying guidelines had helped cut the cost from 
$12,000 per flight hour to a record low of $8,300 last month, 
he noted. 

"We'll learn that on JSF as we go. We'll expect those costs 
to come down," he said, adding that maintainers would never 
accept the low readiness rates now factored in for the F-35. 

"We're going to get better, we'll drive cost out and we'll 
drive readiness up. But it won't happen until we start buying 
the airplane" in greater numbers, Robling said. 

The Pentagon's chief weapons tester said in a December 
report that the mean flight hours between critical failures on 
the Air Force version of the F-35 were about 2.65 hours, but 
Robling said that number was "ridiculous" since it was based 
on the low number of hours flown during developmental 
testing. 

Work On Lowering Sustainment Costs Ongoing 
Robling said the F-35 was also the first big Pentagon 

weapons program to be evaluated using a 50-year lifetime cost 
estimate -- about 20 years longer than most programs -- which 
made the program seem artificially more expensive. 

Daniel Goure of the Lexington Institute has said that 
using the same methodology over the same period, the current 
fleet of tactical fighters such as the F-16 and F/A-18s would 
require spending $4 trillion on operation and sustainment. 

The Pentagon estimates it will cost about $30,000 per 
hour to operate the F-35, in large part due to the cost of fuel. 

The Pentagon's high-level Defense Acquisition Board met 
last week to review the F-35 program and its sustainment cost, 
but the F-35 program office is still working on a 
comprehensive review of the operation and maintenance costs, 
Robling said. 

Air Force acquisition chief David Van Buren told a 
conference earlier this month that the F-35 program office was 
continuing to examine the plane's sustainment cost, and the 
trend was "moving in the right direction." 

Lockheed officials chafe at the Pentagon's sustainment 
cost figure, arguing that it does not account for significant 
differences between the fifth-generation fighter and earlier 
planes. For instance, the F-35 is built of composite materials 
that should sharply lower maintenance bills by eliminating the 
labor-intensive, anti-corrosion work. 

Another key difference is the huge number of sensors and 
computers on board, which give maintainers far greater insight 
into any problems that might arise. 

Decisions on the program's longer-term future and the 
expected total procurement amount were still a long way off, 
Robling said. "Over the next couple of years, maybe even five 
years, 10 years, I think the program will mature to the point 
where we go, 'OK, this is where we're going to stop.' Or we'll 
decide to continue because we see them getting the price 
lower." 

The high cost of retrofitting already produced planes if 
problems arose during development testing, which is 
continuing concurrently with low-rate production, should fall 
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away in 2015 or 2016, Roblin said, removing additional cost 
from the program. 

Roblin said Lockheed and the Pentagon's F-35 program 
office had made great strides in better managing the program 

over the past two years. "They've driven out a lot of cost, and 
they're still finding ways to do that." 
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33. U.S. Marines Near Start Of F-35 Fighter Training Flights 
(REUTERS 25 FEB 12) ... Andrea Shalal-Esa 

EGLIN AIR FORCE BASE, Florida, Feb 24 -- Top U.S. 
Marine Corps officials hailed progress on the next-generation 
F-35B fighter jet built by Lockheed Martin Corp and said 
military training flights could be approved by late March or 
early April. 

Assistant Marine Corps Commandant General Joseph 
Dunford said there was clearly "irreversible momentum" on 
the Marine Corps version of the new fighter jet, which came 
out from under the threat of cancellation in January, when the 
Pentagon took it off "probation" a year ahead of schedule. 

"We really feel pretty good about where we are today," 
Dunford said in an interview on Friday after a ceremony 
marking the arrival of three F-35B jets at Eglin Air Force Base 
in northwestern Florida, where Air Force, Navy and Marine 
Corps pilots and mechanics will be trained on the stealthy jets. 

Eglin is home to the largest fleet of F-35s anywhere at the 
moment: six conventional takeoff and landing F-35A models, 
built for the Air Force, and three F-35B models, which can 
take off from shorter runways and hover and land like a 
helicopter. 

"You can just sense when success starts to feed success, 
and it's the snowball that starts to roll, and I really believe-- 
that's where we are today," Dunford said. 

Lockheed Chief Executive Robert Stevens and other top 
Lockheed executives also flew in to attend the ceremony, 
which was held in one of two cavernous, brand new hangars 
built at the air base to house the Navy and Marine Corps jets. 

Stevens, a former Marine, said the start of training would 
be another step forward for the Pentagon's biggest weapons 
program, a "hugely ambitious" project to replace over a dozen 
fighter planes in use all over the world with three variants of a 
single airplane design. 

"We're getting closer to the initial operational capability 
and the deployment of that jet," Steven told Reuters after 
addressing over 200 people at the hangar ceremony. "Every 
pilot says, 'Give me this airplane.' They're anxious to get 
started." 

Dunford said the F-35B brought together stealth, 
supersonic speed, vertical landing and other capabilities never 
before seen in a single plane. "The F-35B is more than just a 
new fighter. By replacing so many different capabilities in our 
arsenal it represents a new way of doing business," he said in 
his speech. 

Defense Secretary Leon Panetta defended his decision to 
lift the F-35B probation in a letter to the leaders of the Senate 
Armed Services Committee, who argued the move was 
"premature." Panetta said he was "acutely aware of the many 
challenges" still facing the F-35 program, and continued to 
monitor it closely. 

Dunford's endorsement of the jet comes as the Pentagon is 
restructuring the program for the third time in recent years, 
postponing orders for 179 planes to save $15.1 billion over the 

next five years. Officials insist it still plans to spend $382 
billion for a total of 2,443 F-35s over the next decades. 

Those plans have prompted Washington's eight 
international partners on the multirole fighter to rethink their 
own orders. Canada has invited officials from the other 
countries - Britain, Australia, Norway, Denmark, the 
Netherlands, Italy and Turkey - to meet in Washington next 
week to get an update on the program. 

Wing Commander David Arthurton of Britain's Royal Air 
Force said the F-35 was "a work in progress" and adjustments 
to partner orders reflected their own budgetary pressures. "It's 
a reality of doing business in this day and age," he told 
Reuters. 

Stevens said Lockheed remained committed to improving 
its performance on the weapons program, which will account 
for about 20 percent of company revenues when it hits full 
production. 

The program has seen cost increases and schedule delays 
typical of big arms development projects, but the cost of 
developing a separate new airplane for each of the dozen the 
F-35 will replace would be far, far higher, Stevens said. 

"I'm accountable for the execution on this program. We're 
going to do a better job," he said, adding that issues common 
to most new aircraft programs sometimes overshadowed the 
steady progress being made on the F-35. "We've had some 
setbacks ... and we've had some huge successes," he said. 

The Pentagon this week said Lockheed forfeited $31.5 
million in award fees for work on development of F-35 fighter 
jets in 2011, the second consecutive year it did not meet some 
pass-fail Pentagon development goals for the aircraft. 

Lockheed this week said current plans called 1,001 test 
flights in 2012 to accomplish over 7,800 test points, but that 
number could expand throughout the year. It said 114 flight 
tests had been this year to date, hitting 773 test points. 

The Air Force is expected to issue a military flight release 
for the new radar-evading supersonic F-35A jets within weeks, 
followed by approval for flights of the F-35B jets in early 
spring, said Colonel Arthur Tomassetti, vice commander of 
the 33rd Fighter Wing at the base, which is responsible for 
training U.S. military forces to operate the new planes. 

Tomassetti, a military test pilot who has been involved 
with the F-35 program since its start, said there were over 
1,000 people in the fighter wing, including 40 pilots from all 
three services, each of whom had over 1,000 flight hours. 

Flight training was starting later than initially planned, but 
would ramp up steadily over this year, he said. Pilots and 
maintainers were already using simulators to learn as much 
about the airplane as they could. Some had also traveled to 
other F-35 bases to observe maintenance procedures there, he 
said. 

"We have not wasted the extra time we've been given," 
Tomassetti told Reuters. 
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34. U.S. Navy Launches Next-Generation Military Satellite 
(SPACE.COM 24 FEB 12) ... Mike Wall 

The United States Navy launched an advanced tactical 
satellite today (Feb. 24), lofting to orbit the first spacecraft in a 
new communications constellation that should provide a big 
upgrade for American troops. 

The Mobile User Objective System-1 (MUOS-1) satellite 
blasted off at 5:15 p.m. EST (2215 GMT) today, riding an 
Atlas 5 rocket into the skies above Florida's Cape Canaveral 
Air Force Station after an eight-day delay. The satellite was 
supposed to launch last week, but strong upper-level winds 
and thick clouds caused scrubs on both Feb. 16 and Feb. 17. 

MUOS-1 will settle into a geostationary orbit above the 
Pacific Ocean, then undergo about six months of checkouts 
and tests before becoming operational, Navy officials have 
said. 

The four-satellite MUOS constellation is designed to 
augment and eventually replace the current network that helps 
American warfighters around the globe communicate and 
coordinate. [Photos: Launch of Navy's MUOS-1 Satellite] 

"MUOS will greatly enhance the capabilities of the 
warfighter to communicate on the move," said Mark Pasquale, 
vice president and MUOS program manager at Lockheed 
Martin, in a statement. Lockheed Martin is building the 
MUOS satellites for the U.S. military. 

"The system will provide military users 16 times the 
communications capacity of existing satellites, including 
simultaneous voice, video and data capability enhancements, 
and we look forward to achieving mission success for our 
customer," Pasquale added. 

Today's liftoff marked the 200th launch for the Centaur 
upper stage, which is part of the Atlas 5 rocket. The Centaur 
first lifted off the pad back in 1962; in the years since, it has 
helped launch many spacecraft, including NASA's Voyager 
and Viking probes in the 1970s and the Curiosity Mars rover 
this past November. 

A Big Communications Boost 
The U.S. military currently relies on a constellation of 

satellites called UHF Follow-On, or UFO, for much of its 
communications needs. However, this network is aging, and 

two of the satellites stopped working several years ago, 
bringing the number of functional spacecraft down to eight. 

Further, the military's demand for communications 
capacity is on the rise, due largely to a sharp increase in the 
use of unmanned aircraft. The MUOS network is an attempt to 
boost that capacity, and to shift the burden away from the 
deteriorating UFO system. 

When it's complete, the MUOS constellation will consist 
of four active satellites, plus one orbiting spare. Each MUOS 
satellite will carry two payloads — one similar to the UFO 
payload (to provide links to currently deployed user 
terminals), and a new digital payload that will boost 
communications capacity significantly. 

"Utilizing commercial 3G cell phone and satellite 
technology, MUOS will provide mobile warfighters point-to-
point and netted communications services at enhanced data 
rates and priority-based access to on-demand voice, video and 
data transfers," Lockheed Martin officials wrote in a recent 
statement. 

A Few Years Away 
It will be a few years before American warfighters can 

take full advantage of the MUOS network. 
For starters, MUOS-1 has to undergo that six-month 

checkout period. And engineers still haven't finished the 
software that will allow users to communicate with MUOS-1's 
digital payload, so the satellite will likely use its UFO-like 
payload exclusively for a spell after coming online. 

Further, it will take a while to complete the MUOS 
constellation. MUOS-2 is scheduled for launch in July 2013, 
with MUOS-3, 4 and the spare perhaps following at roughly 
one-year intervals, officials have said. 

Lockheed Martin won a $2.1 billion Navy contract to 
build MUOS-1, MUOS-2 and associated ground control 
architecture back in September 2004. The Navy later exercised 
an option to build three more MUOS spacecraft. 

View Gallery (23 Photos) 
View Clip (RT: 4:42) 
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35. Multiyear Contracts Shield Big Weapons From Cuts 
(BLOOMBERG GOVERNMENT 24 FEB 12) ... Kevin Brancato 

President Barack Obama's fiscal 2013 budget proposal 
seeks approval for $52.7 billion in multiyear procurement 
contracts, which would make several major weapons programs 
harder to cut during the next several years. 

The plan would affect the Virginia class submarine, 
DDG-51 destroyer, V-22 tilt-rotor aircraft and CH-47 
helicopter. Multiyear contracts would make these programs 
less attractive targets for termination, even as $55 billion in 
sequestration cuts are due to arrive in 11 months. 

A program under a multiyear procurement, or MYP, 
contract is more expensive to restructure or terminate because 
the government must reimburse vendors for materials bought 
in bulk that are no longer needed. MYP contract cancellation 
costs are unavoidable. Programs under single-year contracts 
are more susceptible to cuts at year’s end. 

By law, the Pentagon can only contract for weapons 
systems one lot, or one-year requirement, at a time. Funds for 
a year’s lot must come from that year’s budget. 

Multiyear procurement contracts require congressional 
approval. With a multiyear procurement the Pentagon can buy 
up to five lots with five years of funding under one contract. 

If, after terminating an MYP contract, the Pentagon 
decides to resume production, some of the multiyear savings 
would be lost. 

Companies accept lower unit prices on MYP contracts in 
exchange for long-term funding stability, and the savings 
make these types of contracts attractive to legislators. 

For example, Boeing Co. now builds the CH-47 under an 
MYP and partners with Textron to build the V-22 that way. 
Both MYPs are expiring and the Defense Department is 
seeking approval for new ones. In its fiscal 2013 budget 
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request, the Pentagon estimates unit cost savings to be 10 
percent, or $2.4 million for each CH-47; 11.6 percent, or $8.7 
million per V-22; 8.7 percent, or $171 million per DDG-51; 
and 14.4 percent, or $499 million for every Virginia-class 
submarine. 

The Pentagon’s estimates are based in part on avoiding 
inflation. For example, about a quarter of the proposed MYP 
savings on the Virginia class submarines, and 9 percent on the 
CH-47, come from avoiding inflation. 

The largest of the four new multiyear requests is for nine 
Virginia class submarines valued at $26.6 billion. The nuclear- 
powered subs are built by a congressionally mandated team of 
General Dynamics Corp., based in Falls Church, Virginia, and 
Huntington Ingalls Industries Inc., based in Newport News, 
Virginia. 

Negotiations for the submarine contract would begin in 
fiscal 2013, and the Navy estimates it would save about $4.5 
billion from fiscal 2014 through fiscal 2018. The Navy already 
has contracted for 18 of the 30 Virginia class submarines it 
says it needs, including eight on a multiyear contract that ends 
in fiscal 2013. The nine subs on the proposed contract would 
leave only three more to be bought after 2018. 

The second-largest new MYP request is for nine DDG-51 
ships valued at $16.2 billion. DDG-51s have been built in 
Bath, Maine, by the Bath Iron Works subsidiary of General 
Dynamics, and in Pascagoula, Mississippi, by Huntington 
Ingalls. All DDG-51s on the new MYP contract would be 
armed for ballistic missile defense. The Navy estimates the 
new contract would save about $1.5 billion from fiscal 2013 
through fiscal 2017. 

Through 2005, 62 DDG-51s were awarded. DDG-51s 
have been sold on multiyear contracts before: 13 ships 
between fiscal years 1998 and 2001, and 11 between fiscal 
years 2002 and 2005. Production of the surface ship was 
stopped in 2005 to make way for the DDG-1000, a more 
advanced ship, and was restarted in fiscal 2010 when that ship 
was cut. Huntington Ingalls was awarded the 63rd DDG-51 in 
June 2011. 

The Pentagon wants to ensure it will be able to purchase 
98 more V-22 tilt-rotor aircraft valued at $6.5 billion from 
fiscal 2013 through fiscal 2017. The V-22 tilt-rotor aircraft is 
built by a joint venture between Chicago-based Boeing Co. 
and Bell Helicopter, a subsidiary of Textron Inc., which is 
based in Providence, Rhode Island. 

The V-22, which can take off and land like a helicopter 
and fly like an airplane, has been in production since 1997. 
The Marine Corps says it needs 91 more V-22s, and the Air 
Force is seeking another seven through fiscal 2017. 

According to budget documents, the new V-22 MYP 
contract would “include a variation in quantity clause and/or 
an options clause allowing for minor fluctuation of aircraft 
quantities.” The V-22 MYP proposal follows an existing 
multiyear contract that has run from fiscal years 2008 through 
2012. 

The fourth MYP proposal is for 34 new and 121 
refurbished CH-47F Chinook helicopters for the Army valued 
at $3.36 billion. Funding would be provided from fiscal years 
2013 through 2017. Last September, Boeing finished a $130 
million investment in its CH-47F manufacturing plant in 
Ridley Township, Pennsylvania, which will allow it to 
produce up to 72 CH-47Fs a year. 

Boeing has the F/A-18E/F and EA-18G jets on a 
multiyear contract with the Navy. On April 15, 2011, 
Congress authorized multiyear procurement of the H-60 
family of helicopters built by the Sikorsky division of United 
Technologies Corp., based in Hartford, Connecticut. 

Last year, the Navy proposed that Northrop Grumman’s 
E-2D Advanced Hawkeye aircraft begin a multiyear 
procurement contract in fiscal 2014. Before getting the 
multiyear contract, the program faced budget cuts, and had 
nine aircraft removed from its five-year plan through fiscal 
2017. 

The Navy probably will keep trying. According to an e-
mail on Feb. 16 from Marcia Hart, public affairs officer for the 
E-2D program, “the E-2D program is currently examining a 
potential strategy for pursuit of authorization in support of a 
five-year MYP contract spanning FY14-FY18.” 
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36. Ingalls Awarded $70 Million Add-On To LPD 27 Contract 
(PASCAGOULA (MS) PRESS 24 FEB 12) ... April M. Havens 

PASCAGOULA, Mississippi -- Ingalls Shipbuilding in 
Pascagoula has been awarded a not-to-exceed $70 million 
contract add-on for the purchase of long-lead-time materials 
that will be used to build amphibious transport dock ship LPD 
27, the Department of Defense announced Thursday. 

The funding will go to purchase items for the 11th ship of 
its class, such as main engines, diesel generators, electrical 
switchboards, deck equipment and fire extinguishing systems. 

"We're building successes in the LPD program, and this 
award continues our momentum in establishing necessary prep 
work for the construction of LPD 27," said Doug Lounsberry, 
vice president and program manager of the LPD program at 
Ingalls. 

"The award allows our supply chain management to 
purchase essential equipment so our shipbuilders will be ready 
to effectively meet our schedule commitments with our Navy 
customer," he said. 

USS San Antonio-class ships are built to deploy combat 
and support elements of Marine Expeditionary Units and 
Brigades. They are 684 feet long and can carry up to 800 
troops. 

They have the capability of transporting and debarking air 
cushion or conventional landing craft and expeditionary 
fighting vehicles, augmented by helicopters or vertical take-
off and landing aircraft, such as the MV-22. 

This is the fourth modification related to LPD 27. The 
yard was awarded a $62 million contract in October 2010 and 
another $98.6 million add-on last July for long-lead-time 
materials. A smaller, $1.7 million modification also was 
awarded last month. 

Ingalls has an extensive history of building amphibious 
transport dock ships, and has delivered the first six ships of the 
class, LPDs 17-22. 

Four others are under construction on the Gulf Coast, at 
the Pascagoula and Avondale, La., shipyards. 
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Anchorage (LPD 23) and Arlington (LPD 24) are on track 
for completion this year. Somerset (LPD 25) will be delivered 

next year, and John P. Murtha (LPD 26) is slated for 
completion in early 2016. 
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37. Austal Gets $322M For Next Two JHSVs 
(MOBILE PRESS-REGISTER 24 FEB 12) ... Dan Murtaugh 

MOBILE, Alabama -- The U.S. Navy just exercised its 
options on its eighth and ninth joint high-speed vessels, 
awarding Austal USA $321.7 million to build the transport 
ships. 

The Navy has one more option left on the deal it signed 
with Austal in 2008. The first ship in that contract, Spearhead, 
is nearly finished and floating in the water in front of Austal's 
Mobile River shipyard. 

Ships eight and nine are not scheduled for delivery until 
the summer of 2015 and the winter of 2016. 

The news came on Friday as Austal USA announced its 
earnings for the last half of 2011 period. The company’s 
revenue jumped to $240.8 million from $149.1 million over 
the same period the year before. However, its profit before tax 
fell from $13.3 million in the same months of 2010 to just $1 
million in that period for 2011. 

The company blamed the margin deterioration on "first-
in-class" problems with the JHSV ship program and the 
inexperience of new workers as it ramped up its military 
production. 

Austal is Mobile's largest industrial employer, with more 
than 2,600 employees. The company is expanding its 
workforce to 4,000 by the end of next year to build the JHSVs 
and littoral combat ships it has under contract with the Navy. 

JHSVs are 338 feet long, weigh 727 tons, can carry up to 
600 tons of cargo and travel at an average speed of about 35 
knots, or 40 mph. The ships will be used to move troops, 
weapons or cargo, but are not designed as combat vessels. 

These newest JHSVs could be among the last Austal 
builds. The Navy in the past had planned to purchase 21 of the 
lightly armed transport ships, and Austal would have been 
well positioned for future contracts. 

But earlier this year, U.S. Defense Secretary Leon Panetta 
introduced budget cuts that, among other things, would 
basically kill the JHSV program after the first 10. 

Austal USA President Joe Rella has said that he is 
confident that once the ships get into service, the Navy will 
see their value and roll them back into their shipbuilding plan. 
In addition, he said, Austal is courting foreign militaries to 
keep the program running into the future. 
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38. Fuel-Cell SUVs Tested By Navy, Corps In Hawaii 
(NAVY TIMES 24 FEB 12) ... Matthew Daneman 

Over the past three years, legions of drivers from Jay 
Leno to average Americans have been behind the wheels of a 
fleet of special Chevrolet Equinoxes powered by fuel cells. 

Now the Defense Department is taking those sport utility 
vehicles and their Honeoye Falls, N.Y.-made powertrain 
systems for a spin. 

Sixteen Equinoxes have been on loan to the Army, Navy 
and Marine Corps since late last year as the military evaluates 
fuel-cell technology for potential applications from base 
equipment to combat vehicles. 

The 16 are in Hawaii at Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam, 
Marine Corps Base Hawaii and U.S. Army Pacific Command, 
said Dan O’Connell, director of GM’s Fuel Cell Group. 

The Army unveiled the vehicles this week in a ceremony. 
The military’s aim, O’Connell said, is to find alternatives to 
the high costs and logistics of traditional fuel. 

“Our pursuit of alternative energy is closely tied to our 
commitment to continually adapt to an ever-changing security 
environment,” George Ka’iliwai, director of resources and 

assessment for U.S. Pacific Command, said in a statement. 
“Defense relationships and military approaches alone can’t 
solve all of our energy challenges, but they underpin the 
initiatives we’re taking within the Department of Defense to 
reduce the dependence on foreign sources of energy.” 

Along with testing the vehicles, the military also is testing 
technologies related to generating the hydrogen that powers 
fuel cells. 

GM in late 2008 began rolling out a fleet of 100 
Equinoxes, putting them in the hands of drivers around the 
country as loaners to assess real-world performance. The fuel-
cell powertrain systems were designed and built in Honeoye 
Falls. 

Some individuals still have Equinoxes, but GM 
increasingly is emphasizing fleet applications such as the 
military. 

GM remains focused on 2015 or 2016 for commercial 
rollout of fuel-cell vehicles, O’Connell said. 
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39. U.S. Eyes V-22 Aircraft Sales To Israel, Canada, UAE 
(REUTERS 26 FEB 12) ... Andrea Shalal-Esa 

EGLIN AIR FORCE BASE, Florida - The U.S. 
government is eyeing Israel, Canada and the United Arab 
Emirates as possible initial foreign buyers of the V-22 Osprey, 
a tilt-rotor aircraft built by Boeing Co and Bell Helicopter, a 
top U.S. Marine Corps official told Reuters. 

Lieutenant General Terry Robling, deputy Marine Corps 
commandant for aviation, said U.S. officials were continuing 

to drive down the cost of the aircraft and hoped to sell it to 
allies overseas to keep the production line running past 2018. 

U.S. officials plan to show off the aircraft, which flies like 
an airplane but tilts its rotors to take off and land like 
helicopter, at the Farnborough Air Show outside London in 
July. It also made appearances at the Dubai and Singapore air 
shows in recent months, Robling told Reuters aboard a 
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military aircraft after a Marine Corps event at Eglin Air Force 
Base in Florida. 

Bell Helicopter, a unit of Textron Inc, and Boeing issued 
a news release in December after the Dubai air show, saying 
the aircraft had received "significant interest" from potential 
customers, but it did not identify them. 

Boeing and Bell have been trying to generate foreign 
interest for years, but potential buyers were holding back to 
see how the plane did in combat, and because of the relatively 
high price of buying and operating the plane -- both of which 
are now coming down. 

Washington is increasingly looking to foreign military 
sales to keep the cost of weapons systems from rising as the 
Pentagon cuts its own orders to strip $487 billion from its 
planned defense budgets over the next decade. 

Robling said Israel, Canada and the UAE had expressed 
interest in the aircraft, but had not received formal pricing and 
technical information for the Osprey. 

The Marines will ask lawmakers to approve a five-year 
procurement plan for 91 aircraft that will run through fiscal 
2017 -- 24 less than initially planned for the period. 

But the service still plans to buy those aircraft and has not 
changed its overall requirement, Robling said, although he 
acknowledged that postponing production resulted in more 
uncertainty given the current difficult budget environment. 

Marine Corps Commandant James Amos this month told 
U.S. lawmakers that the Osprey, which can cruise at 290 miles 
an hour -- twice the rate of military helicopters -- has 
performed "exceedingly well" since being put into operation. 
He said it gives U.S. and coalition forces a "maneuver 
advantage and operational reach unmatched by any other 
tactical aircraft." 

Osprey Has Flown More Than 130,000 Hours 
The plane got off to a rocky start, with 30 Marines killed 

during its development, but it has amassed more than 130,000 
flight hours since being fielded by the U.S. military in 2007. 

More than 160 V-22s are now flown by 10 Marine Corps 
and two U.S. Air Force Special Operations Command 
squadrons. 

Amos told lawmakers the MV-22B has made multiple 
combat deployments to Iraq, four deployments at sea, and it is 
currently on its fifth deployment to Afghanistan. 

The Pentagon's chief weapons tester Michael Gilmore in 
December recommended that the Navy, which oversees 
Marines Corps acquisition, continue development and testing 
to improve the aircraft's overall reliability. 

Gilmore said the plane generally met reliability and 
maintainability requirements, but its average mission capable 
rate was 53 percent from June 2007 to May 2010, well below 
the required rate of 82 percent. 

Robling said the plane's operating cost was declining from 
rates as high as $12,000 per flight hour to an all-time low of 
$8,300 achieved last month. He attributed the decline to a 
variety of factors, including more reliable parts and different 
flying protocols that cut down on maintenance needs. 

Robling said the current average cost-per-flight hour for 
the V-22, including fuel, parts and labor, was around $10,000, 
but he was pressing maintainers to drive that number down. 

"We've shown ... that we can get it down lower. So we 
just continue to work on it," he said. "At some point we'll 
sustain probably somewhere around $8,500 at today's cost." 

He said Boeing and Bell Helicopter had also been 
working to reduce the cost of producing the planes. The 
companies recently submitted a letter with a "not-to-exceed" 
price for the new multiyear agreement, which achieves the 10-
percent cost savings required for congressional approval, 
Robling said. 

Now, the government will start tough negotiations with 
the contractors to iron the details, Robling said, adding the 
process could take six to eight months. 

Boeing has said it expects to sign the new multiyear 
agreement by the end of 2012. 

He said the Marines could have saved $6 million to $8 
million more per airplane if they had been able to keep the 24 
aircraft in the five-year plan, but the Pentagon needed the 
savings to achieve its cost-cutting goals for fiscal 2013. 
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BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
40. U.S. Navy: San Diego Is Best Home For LCS 
(DEFENSE NEWS 27 FEB 12) ... Gidget Fuentes 

SAN DIEGO — A U.S. Navy environmental report has 
determined that this California city is the best place on the 
West Coast to homeport the service's new fleet of littoral 
combat ships, with as many as 16 hulls to be based there by 
2020. 

A draft environmental assessment completed earlier this 
month found that Naval Base San Diego could accommodate 
the hulls with "minor" impact. The base, home to 58 ships, can 
adequately berth, maintain, dry dock, fuel and handle cargo 
and storage of LCS mission modules, the assessment said. 

That may save time and money in accommodating the 
new ships. "The Navy must optimize the capabilities that 
already exist within the Navy support framework in 
homeporting the LCS ... thereby reducing the overall taxpayer 
cost," officials wrote in the report. "Fleet operational 

considerations are the primary drivers for the selection of 
potential homeports." 

Naval Base Ventura County, which includes Port 
Hueneme and the air station at Point Mugu, would also 
support the new ships. The Navy plans to base as many as 40 
MQ-8B Fire Scouts at Point Mugu by 2016 and conduct 120 
test flights of the helicopter-like UAV there each year, the 
report said. 

The assessment report determined that basing the ships 
there would have no significant adverse impact on the 
environment, including in air and water quality, wildlife, 
vegetation and noise. 

The 16 ships would include the first four "production 
flight" LCSs delivered to the Navy, which include two 
Lockheed Martin Freedom-class ships and two Austal 
Independence-class hulls. Each design includes a hangar to 
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accommodate several Fire Scouts and one MH-60 Seahawk 
helicopter. 

Roughly 600 Sailors will be required to support the first 
four ships, according to the report. Ultimately, as many as 24 
different crews would be available to operate the 16 LCSs, 
along with 276 support personnel, the report stated, noting the 
Navy's manning plan that calls for three crews for every two 
ships. 

Along with ship's company of 40, specialized crews of 15 
to 19 Sailors would be required for each mission module. The 
modules can be integrated and reconfigured within four days 
into an LCS seaframe, in "plug and play" fashion, to conduct 
mine countermeasures, anti-submarine and surface warfare, 

along with disaster relief, humanitarian operations and 
maritime interdiction. 

Officials had considered other locations to homeport the 
LCS but ruled out Port Hueneme, Naval Air Station North 
Island in Coronado and Naval Base Point Loma here. They 
also decided not to base any LCSs in the Pacific Northwest 
because those installations could not fully house and operate 
the ships. 

The Navy plans to buy 30 Littoral Combat Ships by 2020, 
the report states. Procurement plans call for a total of 168 Fire 
Scouts, with the first operational deployment aboard an LCS 
planned for fiscal 2013. 

The Navy is taking public comments on the proposed plan 
through March 5 before it issues the final report and decision. 
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41. Officials: Shipyard Strong, Work Lined Up For Years To Come 
(PORTSMOUTH (NH) HERALD 25 FEB 12) ... Deborah McDermott 

PORTSMOUTH — The Portsmouth Naval Shipyard is 
strong and growing stronger, with gains in employment and 
years of work ahead. 

Even with Department of Defense cuts on the horizon, the 
shipyard is well positioned, said members of the Seacoast 
Shipyard Association on Friday, when they unveiled their 
annual economic impact report. 

In 2011, the shipyard employed 5,187 civilian workers, 
up 19 from the year before, with a total payroll of $408 
million. 

That figure doesn't include a military payroll of $40.4 
million — $25 million paid to Navy personnel, and another 
$15 million paid to the Coast Guard, which has a home port at 
the shipyard. 

Of the 5,187 civilian employees, some 400 work at the 
shipyard's Point Loma, Calif., facility. That facility does quick 
repairs, "more like pit stops for cars," said SSA Vice 
Chairman Paul O'Connor, president of the Metal Trades 
Council at the shipyard. 

"We're supplementing the West Coast yards because 
they're so busy. I think there will be more of a need for that 
kind of work in the future," said former shipyard commander 
Capt. William McDonough, an SSA board member. 

Plans call for increases in the overall shipyard work force 
every year well into the future, O'Connor said. 

The number of civilian workers reflects a see-saw 
between those who are retiring and those who are new hires. 
O'Connor said 40 percent of the work force is eligible to retire 
right now. To meet the attrition challenge, the yard has a 
vibrant apprenticeship program, he said. 

Some 177 apprentices graduated in 2011, and another 200 
are expected to be hired in 2012. 

"Most young folks are eager to join the shipyard family, 
and it is a family," he said. "It's great work and you're going to 
be paid $35,000 a year to start to learn a trade. How cool is 
that?" 

"We have the cream of the crop," said Mark Nelson, 
shipyard representative for the International Federation of 
Professional and Technical Engineers. "Don't mistake 
inexperience for poor quality. Our mechanics and engineers 
are second to none." 

O'Connor said he is concerned about federal legislation 
sponsored by Sen. Jon Kyl, R-Ariz., and co-sponsored by Sen. 
Kelly Ayotte, R-N.H., mandating that, for every three people 
leaving federal jobs, only two would be hired. 

Kyl filed the bill as an alternative to across-the-board cuts 
set to take place next January, with the spending reductions 
expected to hit the Department of Defense particularly hard. 

"Our work force is right-sized to our workload," 
O'Connor said. 

If it's not, then the shipyard may not be able to meet its 
deadlines. The coming years will be difficult, he said, with 
another round of base realignment and closure round looming, 
"but to compound that by reducing the work force is a 
dreadful situation for us." 

Ayotte spokesman Jeff Grappone said the senator's goal is 
to protect the shipyard from across-the-board cuts. 

"Reducing the size of the federal workforce by 5 percent 
through attrition is even less than what President Obama's 
bipartisan fiscal commission recommended," Grappone said. 
"While this legislation represents one option to avoid the 
certainty of draconian defense reductions, the senator has said 
she is certainly open to other reasonable offset proposals that 
will gain bipartisan support and avert what the defense 
secretary has said would be catastrophic cuts to our military." 

Portsmouth Naval Shipyard And The Economy 
Civilian pay: In 2011, the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard 

employed 5,187 civilians, with a total payroll of $408 million. 
From Maine: More than half the payroll, $234 million, 

was paid to Maine employees. The highest number of 
employees came from Sanford/Springvale (420), 
Kittery/Kittery Point (369) and South Berwick (298). 

From New Hampshire: $150.7 million was paid to 
workers who are residents of New Hampshire. The majority of 
employees came from Rochester (358), Dover (297) and 
Portsmouth (248). 

From the military: $40 million was paid in 2011 to 
members of the military attached to the shipyard, including 
$25.3 million paid to U.S. Navy personnel and $15.1 million 
to Coast Guard personnel. 

Economic impact: $49.9 million in goods and services 
were purchased in 2011, including $8.4 million to businesses 
and operations in New England. 
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42. More Than $40M Invested In Marinette Shipyard 
Another $22M earmarked for improvements in 2012 
(GREEN BAY PRESS-GAZETTE 26 FEB 12) ... Nathan Phelps 

MARINETTE — More than $40 million has been 
invested in the Marinette Marine Corp. shipyard as part of the 
U.S. Navy littoral combat ship program, and its parent 
company isn't done yet. 

Massive improvements at the yard to support the LCS 
program have been ongoing for the past two years — 
including the expansion of the main assembly building and a 
new steel fabrication and production building. The Navy is 
building two designs of the littoral combat ship, one led by 
Lockheed Martin and the other by Austal USA. 

To date, Marinette Marine's parent company — 
Fincantieri-Cantieri Navali Italiani SpA — has invested more 
than $40 million of $73.5 million in planned upgrades to the 
yard, said Chuck Goddard, president and CEO of Marinette 
Marine. 

Another $22 million is earmarked for this year. 
A new blast and paint shop is starting to take shape in the 

place of former steel fabrication buildings — structures that 
were almost seven decades old. 

"It not only gets us the capacity we need, but it will allow 
us to do the blast and painting of the largest of the LCS 

modules," Goddard said. "Our current (blast and paint) 
facility, which is more than 30 years old, can only do about 
two-thirds of the LCS module, so we either have to do them 
outside or try to make room in Building 10, which isn't really 
equipped to do that blasting and painting." 

The ships built at Marinette Marine are made up of 46 
modular sections pulled together in the finished ship. 

The new, enclosed blast and paint building is expected to 
open this summer. A shop to fit electrical and other equipment 
into the modules after painting also is among planned projects 
and is expected to open in 2013. 

In 2009, the yard had the capacity to produce 1½ littoral 
combat ships a year. When facility upgrades are finished, 
production is expected to increase to 3½ ships a year, Goddard 
said. 

Marinette Marine is working on three littoral combat 
ships, the future USS Fort Worth, Milwaukee and Detroit. 
Contracts for two more vessels, the future USS Little Rock 
and Sioux City, are expected to be issued next month, said Joe 
North, vice president of the Littoral Ship and Systems 
Programs for Lockheed Martin. 
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43. NCTAMSLANT Completes Critical Power Upgrade 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 25 FEB 12) ... Timothy Severn, Fleet Cyber Command/U.S. 10th Fleet Public Affairs 

NORFOLK -- Naval Computer and Telecommunications 
Area Master Station Atlantic (NCTAMS LANT) completed 
mission critical power upgrades to its facility, Feb. 23, 
following an evolution that has been deemed the largest 
communication systems shutdown in the command's 62-year 
history. 

The upgrades were required to replace an antiquated 
electrical infrastructure with a modernized robust power 
distribution system that better supports the current capabilities 
of the facility while allowing for future expansion. 

According to Capt. Danelle Barrett, NCTAMSLANT 
commanding officer, advancements in technology enable the 
command to provide services around the world. Geography is 
no longer a limitation to service, but power is. 

"Getting the power infrastructure upgraded was critical to 
successful execution of our mission," she said. "These 
upgrades ensure that this key node in our national cyber grid 
will be able to expand and provide reliable communications 
services to operational forces worldwide for years to come." 

The equipment upgrade required a total shutdown of 
communications services provided by the NCTAMSLANT 
headquarters and re-provisioning those services and circuits 
across the enterprise for thousands of operational users. 

"Teamwork was the driver for this successful event. From 
operational communications planners, to power subject matter 
experts, to security and safety personnel, everyone's 
contributions had to be closely coordinated and efforts 
carefully synchronized to ensure success. This included our 
critical partners at NCTAMS PAC, NCTS Naples, DISA, 
SPAWAR and other commands who provided tremendous 

support," Barrett said. "Through this alignment of our 
communications resources across the Fleet Cyber Command 
domain and across DoD, the whole team was able to 
maintained seamless communications to support operations." 

NCTAMSLANT Operations Officer, Cmdr. Joseph 
Herzig, said that countless hours were spent planning the 
myriad strategic and tactical levels of communications failover 
support, issuing advisements through a web of contractor and 
government-sponsored programs of record, and building a 
coalition of joint force concurrence in the months preceding 
the planned outage. 

"The power equipment upgrade and the requirement to 
totally shutdown all communications services provided by 
NCTAMSLANT served as a great opportunity to showcase 
the Navy's ability to dynamically flex and utilize the Global 
Information Grid," he said. "The communications 
infrastructure provides us the robust ability necessary to 
deliver services to the warfighter supporting the operational 
commander in theater on a truly global scale." 

"These monumental accomplishments would not have 
been successful if it weren't for the personnel and teamwork 
across all disciplines involved in the planning and execution of 
this upgrade," he added. 

NCTAMSLANT provides secure, classified and 
unclassified, voice, messaging, video, data, 
telecommunications to surface, subsurface, air and ground 
forces in support of Command, Control, Communications, 
Computers, and Intelligence (C4I) for real-world operations 
and exercises and to U.S. Naval, Joint and Coalition operating 
forces worldwide. 

Return to Index 
 



 

38 
 

44. Navy Energy Programs To Be Showcased At 2012 ARPA-E Energy Innovation Summit 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 25 FEB 12) ... Chief of Naval Operations Energy and Environmental Readiness Division Public Affairs 

The U.S. Navy will showcase its energy initiatives during 
the 2012 ARPA-E Energy Innovation Summit, Feb. 27-29, at 
the Gaylord National Resort & Convention Center in National 
Harbor, Md. 

Representatives from the U.S. Navy will provide 
information on the Navy's energy efficiency and alternative 
energy initiatives at booth #801. In addition, Marine Col. Bob 
("Brutus") Charette, U.S. Marine Corps Expeditionary Energy 
Office, will provide remarks during the Summit. 

Energy initiatives that increase combat capability and 
energy security are critical components of the Navy's energy 
strategy, which emphasizes judicious use of resources to 
reduce the Navy's dependence on petroleum. 

"Our dependence on foreign oil and inefficient use of 
energy burdens our military and chips away at our combat 
effectiveness. We need to reduce inefficiencies and 
dependence on one fuel, thereby reducing our vulnerability 
overseas and at home," said Cmdr. Jim Goudreau, Director of 
the Navy Energy Coordination Office. 

ARPA-E, the Advanced Research Projects Agency-
Energy, is a Department of Energy (DOE) agency that focuses 

on research and developing transformational technologies that 
will provide national energy and economic security. The 
summit aims to develop tangible energy solutions by bringing 
together key players from across the energy field, including 
researchers, government agencies, and industry. 

Keynote speakers at this year's event include former 
President Bill Clinton, Bill Gates, and Dr. Arun Majumdar, 
Director of ARPA-E. 

ARPA-E has been working on innovative energy 
solutions with serious implications to the Navy's mission 
capabilities, including energy storage in stationary and mobile 
batteries and the Hybrid Energy Storage Module for shipboard 
use. 

To learn more about the summit visit 
http://www.energyinnovationsummit.com/. Follow daily 
updates on Twitter (#NavalEnergy and #eis12) and on 
Facebook (www.facebook.com/navalenergy). To learn more 
about the Navy's energy programs visit 
www.greenfleet.dodlive.mil. 
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45. Tuskegee Airman, Widow Visit NASL For Black History Month 
(HANFORD (CA) SENTINAL 25 FEB 12) ... Mike Eiman 

NAVAL AIR STATION LEMOORE — What’s better 
than a big-budget action movie about history’s most well-
regarded group of African-American pilots? 

The real thing. 
To celebrate Black History Month Friday afternoon, 

Naval Air Station Lemoore invited two representatives of the 
Tuskegee Airmen. Speaking were Edith Roberts, widow of 
Col. George S. “Spanky” Roberts, the first black cadet 
accepted in the Army Air Corps pilot program, and Master 
Sgt. Judge Albert Jr., a documented Tuskegee Airman. 

“Have you seen ‘Red Tails’ anybody?” Roberts asked 
about 100 Sailors and their families. “The guy with the pipe, 
that’s George. He started smoking a pipe at age 19. I guess he 
thought it made him look more mature.” 

The so-called Red Tail Angels, named for the red paint 
that adorned the tail end of the unit’s fighter planes, weren’t 
considered the extraordinary team history has made them out 
to be. Roberts said the group didn’t get the name “Tuskegee 
Airmen” until their 50th anniversary. 

“We weren’t called much of anything back in the day,” 
she said. “Just ‘those black fliers over there scaring my 
chickens and hogs and tearing up my cotton fields,’ by the 
Alabama farmers.” 

The pilot program was based at the Tuskegee Institute in 
Tuskegee, Ala. Its members gained a reputation for skillfully 
and successfully escorting bombers into combat zones. By the 
end of World War II, the Red Tails had flown 1,578 missions, 
destroying more than 260 German planes, more than 1,000 
ground vehicles and sinking one naval destroyer. They also 
earned scores of medals, including a Silver Star, 14 Bronze 
Stars, eight Purple Hearts and 150 Distinguished Flying 
Crosses. 

Based on his experiences, Albert agreed with Roberts, 
saying the legendary Red Tails weren’t viewed as anything 
special. 

Albert said he was once asked whether he ever 
experienced or noticed any discrimination when he was 
growing up, to which he gave a surprising “no.” He said he 
grew up in an all-black rural area and attended an all-black 
school. When he and his friends went into town to see a 
movie, they had to go to the upstairs part of the theater while 
the whites stayed downstairs. 

“I didn’t really notice the problems that we had until I left 
home and I went in the service,” Albert said. “The first time 
that I noticed that was when I was in Camp Chaffee, Ark. 
They had German prisoners of war there. The German 
prisoners were allowed to ride the bus anywhere they wanted 
to go, sit wherever they wanted to sit. But we, as blacks, had 
to ride at the back of the bus.” 

There were water fountains, restrooms and waiting rooms 
all marked “colored.” 

Roberts said the program was designed to fail, and with 
good reason. 

“After World War I, our United States government did a 
study to prove that the black soldier would not make a good 
leader,” she said. “So out of this study came the results of: No, 
he would not [make a good leader] for various reasons. One 
was that he’s a cowardly species and would run away in the 
heat of battle. Another one was he wouldn’t take orders — 
well, I won’t go into that. The other one was that the black 
brain is smaller than the white brain.” 

For the first year and a half of its existence, she said, the 
pilot program required all of these undisciplined, small-
brained applicants to have a four-year college degree. Her 
husband had completed an engineering degree at West 
Virginia State College in just three and a half years. 
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“Well, Uncle Sam had a heart attack because so many of 
our African-American, brainy young men — the cream of the 
crop in this country — showed up to take this program,” 

Roberts said. “There were about 992 of them who completed. 
Half of that number went to war in World War II. My husband 
was one of those.” 
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46. Calvo Discusses Buildup Plans With Federal Officials 
(PACIFIC DAILY NEWS (GUAM) 27 FEB 12) 

Gov. Eddie Calvo’s relationship with the Pentagon 
continues to translate in a “One Guam” approach to the 
buildup. 

Last week Calvo met with a variety of federal officials 
including Under Secretary of the Navy Robert Work, Assistant 
Secretary of the Navy Jackalyne Pfannenstiel (Energy, 
Installations and Environment), Principal Deputy Assistant 
Secretary of the Navy (Installations and Environment) Roger 
Natsuhara, Deputy Under Secretary of Defense for 
Installations and Environment Dorothy Robyn, Principal 
Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense for Asian & Pacific 
Security Affairs Peter Lavoy, and the newly appointed Acting 
Under Secretary of Defense for Policy James Miller, 
according to a press release from Calvo’s office. 

In the first meeting with Work, Pfannenstiel, and 
Natsuhara, Calvo discussed the Navy's plans to reduce the 
number of Marines coming to Guam from 8,000 to 4,700, and 
about the potential mix between permanent and rotational 
troops, the release states. Calvo explained to Work that the 
Guam community has a very keen understanding of Section 30 
reimbursements, and he insisted that any consideration of the 
troop mix should also explore ways to maximize Section 30 
reimbursements to the island. 

Calvo also continued to push for the Navy's support for 
Chinese visa waiver, the release states. Although the 
Department of Homeland Security exercised parole authority 
to grant visa waiver for Russia, Calvo stressed the importance 
of visa waiver also being granted to China. Work assured 
Calvo that the department is examining ways to balance 
Guam's economic interests with national security concerns. 

"I want to thank the Navy, especially Under Secretary 
Work and Admiral Paul Bushong, for their support for the 
Guam-CNMI visa waiver program," Calvo said. 

The governor also raised concerns about the RFP issued 
for the former Navy ship repair facility on Guam. In the 
meeting, he sought assurances from the Navy that it would not 
negatively impact the approximately 350 employees working 
at the ship repair facility, the release states. Work assured the 
Calvo that the Navy will do whatever it can to protect these 
local positions. 

“We want Guam jobs to stay on Guam,” Work told Calvo. 
Work also stressed the Navy is committed to keeping the 

SRF open, and is looking to help it grow as a viable 
commercial business, the release states. 

“Secretaries Work and Pfannenstiel are fighting to make 
this buildup not just good for the Marines, but also good for 
Guam,” Calvo said. “Everyone on the island can rest assure 
that even at the highest levels of the federal government, we 
have friends looking out for us. I'm confident that with their 
help, and the help of our other friends in the Pentagon, this 
buildup will stimulate our economy and be the catalyst of the 
new century of Guamanian prosperity.” 

 
 

MARAD Frustrations 
During this meeting, Calvo also expressed his frustrations 

with the Maritime Administration's lack of progress on the 
modernization for the Port Authority of Guam. The local and 
federal governments both need these projects to be completed 
before major work on the military buildup can begin. 

“I know the port's modernization is just as important to us 
as it is to you. I'm asking for your help and assistance to get 
some movement on these projects,” Calvo said. 

Work was unaware that the pace of the modernization 
was so slow, the release states. He committed to working with 
his counterpart in MARAD to ensure they understand the 
importance of the modernization and push them to begin these 
projects. 

Meeting With New Department Of Defense Under 
Secretary For Policy 

Calvo’s second meeting was with Miller, Robyn, and 
Lavoy. Miller expressed his commitment to working with the 
Calvo Tenorio administration, just as Robyn and Lavoy have, 
the release states. 

Calvo again brought up the Guam-CNMI visa waiver 
program, and he was again assured that the Department of 
Defense was fully engaged in this issue, the release states. As 
in prior discussions the Department of Defense had with 
Guam's executive branch, Guam Delegate Madeleine 
Bordallo, and the local business community, Calvo remains 
encouraged that progress is being made on the issue of 
Chinese visa waiver as talks focus on addressing national 
security concerns. 

"The discussions have evolved from whether (the 
Department of Defense) should or shouldn't support visa 
waiver, to trying to figure out how much pre-flight notice is 
necessary to mitigate national security concerns. That is a step 
in the right direction," Calvo said. 

Calvo also asked for updates on plans for a transient 
aircraft carrier and for Army and Air Force unit positioning on 
Guam. 

“The Guam Air National Guard is the only Air National 
Guard unit in the nation without assigned aircraft,” Calvo 
informed the secretaries. 

He encouraged Miller to consider options that 
permanently assign USAF aircraft and crew members to 
Guam including efforts to get aircraft for the Guam Air 
National Guard, the release states. 

“We already have two very powerful allies in Secretaries 
Robyn and Lavoy,” Calvo said. “After meeting Secretary 
Miller, I'm confident we have another member of 'Team 
Guam' in the Pentagon. I look forward to continue working 
with the Department of Defense to ensure this buildup is in the 
best interest of Guam and the federal government.” 
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Broadcast Clip - DoD Assures Governor Calvo It Is 

Committed to Local Employment at Ship Repair Facility 
(PACIFIC NEWS CENTER (GUAM) 27 FEB 12) Kevin 

Kerrigan 
Guam Governor Eddie Calvo says he received assurances 

from Navy Under Secretary Robert Work that the Navy will 
do whatever it can to protect the jobs of the skilled workers at 
the ship repair facility. 

Concerns have been raised about the RFP that the Navy 
has issued seeking bids for a company to provide ship repair 
services. Guam Shipyard currently provides that service and 
they are one of the bidders. 

GovGuam officials have raised concerns that the RFP 
may go to an off island firm that will bring in off-island 
workers. 

But according to a release from the Governor's Office, 
Under Secretary Work assured the Governor that the Navy 
will do whatever it can to protect the shipyard jobs currently 
held by Guam workers. 

Work told Calvo: “We want Guam jobs to stay on 
Guam.” 

NAVFAC Marianas Commander Captain John Heckman 
made the same commitment in an interview with PNC news 
last month saying that the Navy is looking for someone who 
can provide ship repair capabilities, as well as local 
employment. 

View Clip (RT: 0:53) 
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47. Japan, U.S. Discuss Okinawa Forces Realignment 
(KYODO NEWS 27 FEB 12) 

TOKYO -- Japan and the United States on Monday began 
a meeting of senior diplomatic and defense officials to discuss 
the realignment of U.S. forces in Okinawa. 

The two-day meeting through Tuesday in Tokyo is 
intended to map out the specifics of how to redeploy some of 
the U.S. Marines on the Japanese southern island of Okinawa 
to Guam. 

Japan and the United States are now in talks to review the 
2006 road map on the realignment of the troops in Okinawa 
Prefecture under a bilateral security accord. 

Under the plan, making tangible progress on relocating 
the Marine Corps' Futenma Air Station to another location in 
the prefecture was a precondition for transferring around 8,000 
of the 18,000 Marines and 9,000 dependents from the 
Japanese island to the U.S. territory. 

Tokyo and Washington have already decided that the 
transfer of some of the troops is no longer contingent on the 
relocation of Futenma's functions to a replacement facility on 
the coast of the Marines' Camp Schwab, something that has 
been fiercely opposed by Okinawa residents. 

The meeting, the second of its kind since Feb. 6, involves 
senior diplomatic and defense officials including Takeo 
Akiba, deputy director general of the North American Affairs 
Bureau at the Japanese ministry, and U.S. Deputy Assistant 
Secretary of State for East Asian and Pacific Affairs Jim 
Zumwalt. 

Of the 8,000 Okinawa Marines, the Pentagon is 
considering moving about 4,700 to Guam, according to 
sources familiar with the situation. At the current meeting, the 
senior officials are expected to discuss issues such as the unit 
composition and where else in the Pacific the remaining 3,300 
Marines will be moved. 

Japan and the United States are aiming to work out a new 
version of the redeployment plan by around May. 

Noda, Okinawa Gov. Nakaima Apart Over U.S. Base 
Relocation 

(KYODO NEWS 27 FEB 12) 
NAHA -- Prime Minister Yoshihiko Noda and Okinawa 

Gov. Hirokazu Nakaima remained apart Monday over a plan 
to relocate a key U.S. base within Okinawa Prefecture, with 
the governor rejecting the relocation on the back of strong 
local opposition. 

Noda told Nakaima during their talks in the southern 
island prefecture that Japan and the United States are pushing 
for the current relocation plan involving the U.S. Marine 
Corps' Futenma Air Station, seeing this as the "only viable" 
option. 

The premier was seeking Nakaima's consent to the Japan-
U.S. accord to relocate the Futenma base from a crowded 
residential district in Ginowan to the less-populated coastal 
area of Henoko in Nago, also in Okinawa. 

Noda, visiting Okinawa for the first time since assuming 
office in September, promised that the Futenma base will not 
remain in its present state and that the central government will 
take concrete steps to ease Okinawa's burden in hosting the 
bulk of U.S. forces in Japan. 

But Nakaima rebuffed the premier's call, and reiterated 
Okinawa's desire to see the Futenma base moved outside the 
prefecture. 

The Henoko relocation, if it proceeds, will take a "very 
long time," Nakaima told Noda at the outset of the meeting, 
which was open to the press, and called on the premier to 
"consider relocation outside the prefecture." 

Noda, for his part, said the government is moving toward 
easing Okinawa's burden while maintaining the deterrence 
effect provided by Marines stationed on Okinawa. 

His remarks come at a time when Tokyo and Washington 
are reviewing a 2006 accord on the realignment of U.S. forces 
in Japan by delinking the Futenma relocation issue from the 
transfer of Marines in Okinawa to Guam. 

After their meeting, the governor told reporters, "I have 
no intention of changing my mind" in calling for relocation 
outside Okinawa. 

Noda, meanwhile, apologized to Nakaima for the flip-
flops of the government led by his Democratic Party of Japan 
and indiscreet comments by a former chief of the Defense 
Ministry's Okinawa bureau regarding the base relocation. 

Opposition in Okinawa is particularly strong because 
former Prime Minister Yukio Hatoyama raised hopes that the 
base would be moved out of the prefecture. The two countries 
later endorsed the 2006 accord stipulating the present Futenma 
relocation within Okinawa. 
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48. U.S., ROK Sailors Join Forces To Bestow Goodwill 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 26 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Timmy Wakefield, USS Blue Ridge Public Affairs 

BUSAN, Republic of Korea -- Sixty Sailors from USS 
Blue Ridge (LCC 19), U.S. 7th Fleet flagship; embarked 7th 
Fleet staff; and Republic of Korea (ROK) Navy came together 
as one team participating in a community service 
(COMSERV) project at a children's home during a scheduled 
port visit to Busan, Republic of Korea, Feb. 25. 

Blue Ridge Chaplain Lt. Donald Baker coordinated the 
visit with Hee-Rak-Won Children's Home Director Park Hyo-
il, and ROK Navy liaison, Kim Jong-Soon. This community 
service event was established to strengthen the friendship of 
both militaries and the children's home while bringing 
happiness to the children. 

Hyo-il said that the children enjoyed the interaction with 
U.S. Navy Sailors because of the interesting and unique 
opportunity presented to them. This event builds on the United 
States' partnership with the Republic of Korea and its people. 

The children performed drum cadences and played games 
with Sailors from both nations. Sailors also helped clean up 
the outside of the children's home. 

Despite the fact participants were challenged with a 
language barrier, the event was still a memorable experience 
for those involved. Aerographer's Mate 1st Class Amy Kellans 
said that friendship was the universal bond that linked the 
Sailors and school children. 

For Yeoman Third Class Jesse Welsh, the experience was 
more than volunteering his time for the children. 

"After visiting with the children and realizing how little 
they have, it helped me put my life into perspective," said 
Welsh. "It's amazing to realize how we impacted the children 
positively with our presence." 

Blue Ridge is under the command of Commanding 
Officer Capt. Daniel Grieco and is the flagship of the U.S. 7th 
Fleet. Blue Ridge is under the purview of Commander, U.S. 
7th Fleet Vice Adm. Scott Swift and Commander, 
Amphibious Forces 7th Fleet, Rear Adm. Scott Jones. 

Return to Index 
 
 

NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
49. Letters To Pentagon Ask To Name A Warship "Marinette" 
(WBAY ABC GREEN BAY 24 FEB 12) ... Sara Kronenberg 

MARINETTE - A local message is on its way to the 
Pentagon as thousands of residents are asking the Secretary of 
the Navy to name a ship after the city of Marinette. It's a push 
that's been almost a year in the making. 

Marinette Marine is making its mark on the U.S. Navy's 
fleet with its contract to build littoral combat ships. 

Now the community of Marinette is hoping to make its 
own mark on the Navy, by having one of those new ships 
named the USS Marinette for the community it's built in. 

"I'm hopeful. It's basically up to the secretary of the Navy, 
so it's at his discretion," Thomas Maxwell of the USS 
Marinette Committee said. 

And the community is pushing hard. They started a letter 
writing campaign nearly a year ago, and now those letters are 
on their way to Washington. 

"The plan is for me to personally deliver them to the 
Secretary of the Navy and let him know how much the people 
here would like to see this happen," U.S. Representative Reid 
Ribble said. 

Organizers say they found more than 3,700 people who 
have signed on to say they would like to see a ship named 
after Marinette. 

"I'm very hopeful. You know, this is exactly the type of 
involvement the Secretary told me he needed to see and he 
wanted to know the community wanted this to happen, and 
there's a good story to tell from Marinette," Ribble said. 

A story that includes another ship. 
"There was a tugboat that was also named the USS 

Marinette that was also built at Marinette Marine, so there is a 
precedent," Maxwell said. 

That tugboat was built in the 1960s and decommissioned 
in the 1990s, so the community here hopes that the future 
holds another USS Marinette. 

"Hopefully the Secretary of the Navy gives us a positive 
response," Maxwell said. 

View Clip (RT: 1:32) 

Return to Index 
 

50. Pentagon Builds Auditing Army As Budget Shrinks 
(BLOOMBERG GOVERNMENT 26 FEB 12) ... Nick Taborek 

The Defense Department wants to add as many as 1,612 
employees to oversee and audit contracts next year even as it 
plans for a 5 percent cut in the U.S. military’s budget. 

Spending on the workers would rise 14 percent, to $1.9 
billion, in fiscal 2013, from $1.7 billion a year earlier, 
according to the Pentagon’s budget request. Staffs at two 
defense agencies that manage and audit contracts would 
increase 10 percent, to 17,226, during the same period. 

The military has been trying to catch up with an audit 
backlog that worsened with the spending surge that followed 
the Sept. 11, 2001, attacks. Defense contractors support the 
funding increase because it is aimed at shrinking $400 billion 
in unaudited contractor bills, said Alan Chvotkin, executive 
vice president of the Arlington-based Professional Services 
Council, which represents about 330 vendors. 

“There’s money on the table that companies are probably 
owed,” he said in an interview. “As companies look at an 



 

42 
 

austere environment, they want to get every dollar they’re 
entitled to.” 

The government also may benefit by recovering as much 
as $2.2 billion in overcharges, according to the Commission 
on Wartime Contracting, appointed by Congress to address 
contracting problems. More than $30 billion has been wasted 
or lost to fraud from contracts tied to the wars in Iraq and 
Afghanistan, the commission estimated. 

The Defense Contract Audit Agency completed $19 
billion in “incurred cost” audits — reviews of expenses 
submitted under cost-reimbursement contracts — in fiscal 
2011, according to the agency. That’s a 44 percent drop from 
the previous year, when it audited $34 billion in expenses. 

The audit agency is seeking $574 million next year, a 16 
percent increase from $495 million in fiscal 2012. It expects to 

complete $175 billion of incurred-cost audits in fiscal 2013, 
Elizabeth Robbins, a Pentagon spokes-woman, said in an e-
mail. 

The bump in funding should allow the agency to improve 
audit quality and “fully address the hefty backlog” by 2014, 
John LaBombard, a spokesman for Sen. Claire McCaskill (D-
Mo.), said in an e-mail. McCaskill chairs a subcommittee on 
contracting oversight. 

The Defense Contract Management Agency would get an 
11 percent increase to $1.3 billion in fiscal 2013. It would add 
79 people to oversee contracting in Afghanistan, where the 
Pentagon expects $20 billion in awards next year. 

The Defense Department is requesting a total budget of 
$613.9 billion for fiscal 2013, including $88.5 billion for the 
war in Afghanistan. 
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51. New Accounting Rule Could Cost DoD Billions 
(DEFENSE NEWS 27 FEB 12) ... Sarah Chacko and Zachary Fryer-Biggs 

The Pentagon may pay billions of dollars more for 
weapons programs in coming years because of an obscure new 
federal accounting rule. 

The rule, which takes effect this week, requires the U.S. 
government to reimburse its contractors to a far greater degree 
for their employee pension costs. 

The Defense Department has not yet budgeted for the 
additional pension costs, but estimates they “could be billions 
of dollars, conceivably,” Defense Department Comptroller 
Robert Hale told “This Week In Defense News” on Feb. 23. 

“I’m hoping that our vendors realize in tight fiscal times 
that they need to work with us to hold down weapons costs,” 
Hale said. “We think there may be modest added cost, we’ll 
just have to see, but we are going to have to start budgeting for 
them, and it is a question I’m asking in-ternally as we look 
into our next budget plan.” 

The cost to the Pentagon will depend on how the 
companies’ pension funds fare in the stock market, Hale said. 
If investments do well and earn money, a greater part of the 
plans will be funded, he said. 

However, if investments do poorly and pension funds 
become further underfunded, affected contractors would be 
forced to make greater payments to cover those liabilities, 
pension experts said. And that will mean more cost to the 
Pentagon. 

The new rule stems from the 2006 Pension Protection 
Act, which set new accounting standards for companies to use 
in calculating their pension fund liabilities. The law 
anticipated a conflict with federal cost accounting standards 
and ordered an five-member group called the Cost Accounting 
Standards Board to fix the problem. 

Late last year, the board -- which consists of both federal 
and private-sector officials and is overseen by the Office of 
Management and Budget -- issued the new rule, which 
requires the government to recognize more costs that 
contractors pay into their pension plans as reimbursable. 

Specifically, the cost accounting rule allows contractors to 
recoup all of their pension costs over four years. 

Starting in 2014, contractors can add 25 percent of the 
difference between what they are required to pay under the 
Pension Protection Act and what they can charge the 
government under cost accounting standards. The percent of 

additional costs that can be charged increases to 50 percent in 
2015, 75 percent in 2016 and 100 percent in 2017. 

Take the example of a contractor who is required to pay 
$120 million to its pension fund under the Pension Protection 
Act, and yet federal cost accounting rules recognize only $100 
million of that as reimbursable by the government. In 2014, 
the contractor would be able to add a quarter of that difference 
-- $5 million -- to what it can charge the government, for a 
total of $105 million. Under the same circumstances, the 
contractor by 2017 could bill the government $120 million. 

With its roots in a 2006 law, the rule’s impact should have 
been anticipated, giving Defense Department officials plenty 
of time to budget for the expected costs, said David Berteau, 
director of the Center for Strategic and International Studies 
Defense-Industrial Initiatives Group. 

“How can this have snuck up on us and caught us 
unaware?” he said. “I didn’t hear any alarm bells.” 

Estimating the likely impact of the new rule is tricky. The 
annual 10-k financial reports filed by contractors provide 
some idea of the impact -- they report the market value of a 
contractor’s pension plan assets and its future benefits costs. 
But the accounting standards used for those 10-k estimates are 
different from those used for contract reimbursement 
purposes, so those figures offer only a rough approximation of 
how much the government may have to pay in the future. 

According to the 10-k reports of four major defense 
contractors, the difference between pension plan assets and 
future pension liabilities ranged from $2.9 billion to $13.5 
billion. 

Lockheed Martin’s plan assets, for example, are $13.5 
billion short of future liabilites, meaning it is about 33 percent 
short of being fully funded. Northrop Grumman is $2.9 billion 
short on assets for its projected benefit costs, or 13 percent 
underfunded. General Dynamics’ plan assets are $3.9 billion 
below projected benefits costs, or 40 percent short of fully 
funded. Raytheon’s plan assets are $6.1 billion short of future 
benefit costs, or 28 percent underfunded. 

Contractors are required to fund their employee pension 
plans according to the federal Pension Protection Act 
standards. But until now, federal cost accounting rules have 
calculated pension costs at a lower rate, meaning contractors 
have been unable to recoup all those costs from the 
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government, said Terry Albertson, a partner with Crowell and 
Moring government contracts group. 

The new rule will not mean that contractor pension plans 
will be fully funded by 2017, said Don Fuerst, senior pension 
fellow at the American Academy of Actuaries. 

The gap between what contractors have been paying 
toward their plans and what the government has reimbursed 
will narrow, he said. 

“But most contractors will still be contributing more than 
they’re reimbursed,” he said. 

The cost accounting rule change also shrinks from 15 
years to 10 years the amount of time contractors have to pay 
for past unfunded accrued liabilities, Fuerst said. The goal is 
to have pension plans fully funded in 10 years. 

The impact of the new rule on government contracting 
costs could be dramatic given the tight budget environment 
most Defense Department agencies are operating under, 
Berteau said. 

“This is way more than a bookkeeping question,” he said. 

Return to Index 
 

52. U.S. Coast Guard Budget Request Eliminates 2 Cutters 
(DEFENSE NEWS 24 FEB 12) ... Christopher P. Cavas 

They’re gone. 
In a move that could trim about $1.4 billion from its 

shipbuilding plan, the U.S. Coast Guard lost two of its newest, 
largest, most capable — and most expensive — cutters in the 
fiscal 2013 budget request sent to Congress on Feb. 13. 

As expected, the service is asking for $683 million to 
build one Bertholf-class national security cutter (NSC), the 
sixth of a planned eight-ship class built by Huntington Ingalls 
Industries at Pascagoula, Miss. The ships are replacing 12 
worn-out high endurance cutters dating from the 1960s and 
1970s. 

But there is no request this year for long-lead funding for 
the seventh or eighth NSCs, and the service’s five-year capital 
investment plan shows no money for new Bertholfs beyond 
the sixth ship. 

Janet Napolitano, secretary of the Department of 
Homeland Security (DHS), the Coast Guard’s parent agency, 
attempted to explain the elimination of the two cutters when 
she testified before Congress Feb. 15 on the budget. 

“What we are going to do, and this is all guided by really 
looking at the nation’s resources and the Budget Control Act 
and how it works, and there’s language in the budget request 
to this effect, we will look at seven and eight in light of what 
the Navy is doing,” Napolitano said. “So we need to look at 
what the Department of Defense is doing with respect to their 
own force ... to see what we need to be putting in the 
acquisition pipeline.” 

Napolitano did not elaborate on how the Navy’s 
shipbuilding plans affect the Coast Guard requirement for 
eight NSCs, but she noted the struggle to get funding for the 
ships. 

Napolitano said she has “fought very hard for those 
cutters in the three years” she has been in office. “We had a 
fight about getting four and five and six and the president has 
fully funded six. But we need to make sure that our resources 
are correlated with what, particularly, the Navy is going to do 
moving forward after that.” 

The Coast Guard referred all queries for comment on the 
matter to DHS, but Commandant Adm. Robert Papp didn’t 
shy away from the cutters’ importance when he delivered the 
annual State of the Coast Guard message Feb. 23 standing in 
front of the Bertholf at its homeport of Alameda, Calif. 

“Directly behind me, you see the future,” he said. “The 
NSC is proving to be a vital instrument for protecting 
American maritime security and prosperity.” 

Papp admitted “our nation has made hard decisions on 
reductions,” including accelerating the retirement of several 

Coast Guard vessels and a reduction of about 1,000 personnel. 
Two more high-endurance cutters and three 110-foot patrol 
boats are to be decommissioned in 2013. “This is necessary to 
make room to bring on our new assets,” he said. 

While not addressing the lost cutters specifically, Papp 
declared that his “most pressing concern is on the high seas,” 
where the NSCs operate. “It’s in the offshore region that I see 
the greatest risk. Patrolling the high seas requires cutters 
capable of sustained operations,” Papp said, while 
enumerating the value of large, multi-mission vessels that can 
see decades of useful service. 

Cuts A Surprise 
The loss of the two NSCs was not anticipated by many in 

industry and the Coast Guard, which had grown accustomed to 
the call for eight NSCs. 

“It was a surprise to a lot of people,” said one retired 
cutter officer. 

Scott Truver, a longtime naval analyst who’s now at 
Gryphon Technologies, had the same reaction. “The Coast 
Guard has long said, ‘we have to continue to make the case for 
the ships, because people in Homeland Security just don’t get 
it.’ They’d rather focus on security in ports and airports and 
dirty bombs. They overlook what it is the Coast Guard brings 
to the table.” 

“The requirement is still there for eight,” Truver noted. 
But even if the two ships are reinstated after a gap of several 
years, the costs will inevitably grow. 

“I’m concerned that short-sighted budget concerns are 
going to drive up the cost of the ships. If we have to wait for a 
few years to build the last two ships, all the economies of scale 
are going to be wasted. 

“Given the threats we face today and in the future, the 
ships will be needed,” Truver added. 

Arctic Buildup? 
Papp, in his Alameda speech, noted that despite the need 

to expand capabilities in the Arctic, the region lacks shore 
systems and infrastructure to support continued operations. 

“But those capabilities are on the national security cutter,” 
he said, and announced the Bertholf — which normally patrols 
the Northern Pacific and the Bering Sea — would be sent to 
the Arctic, supplemented by “a couple” ice-capable seagoing 
buoy tenders. 

Papp provided no further details on the new Arctic 
mission, but declared that “the imperative for expanded 
capabilities in the Arctic is now, not 20 years from now.” 

Coast Guard spokesman Cmdr. Chris O’Neil in 
Washington explained that “details are still ongoing,” but said 
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the time frame for the mission is likely “June until late 
summer.” 

The Coast Guard’s 17th District in Alaska operates four 
225-foot seagoing tenders, which are all normally busy 
handling aids-to-navigation duties. O’Neil acknowledged a 
deployment of two of the ships could put a strain on other 
operations. 

The budget contained another surprise not widely 
anticipated — funding for a new polar icebreaker. The service 
is asking for $8 million in 2013 to begin the program, and a 
total of $860 million through 2017 for research, design and 
development and construction. The icebreaker funding plan 
will ask for $120 million in 2014; $380 million in 2015; $270 
million in 2016; and $82 million in 2017. It is not clear if 

more money will be requested in 2018 and beyond, or if more 
icebreaker construction is being contemplated. 

The Coast Guard has a requirement for three polar 
icebreakers and three medium breakers. 

The budget also is asking for $54 million to operate and 
maintain the medium icebreaker Healy and reactivate the 
1970s-era Polar Star, one of two Polar-class ships laid up for 
repairs. 

Overall, the Coast Guard’s 2013 request for acquisition, 
construction and improvements totals $1.19 billion, down 
$272 million from last year’s $1.46 billion. 

The overall DHS request is $39.5 billion in discretionary 
funding, down $3.7 billion from last year’s $43.2 billion 
figure. 
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53. New TRICARE Rx Co-Pays To Save DoD $28B 
'Huge' TRICARE Savings Expected From Higher Drug Co-Pays 
(MILITARY UPDATE 27 FEB 12) ... Tom Philpott 

The biggest knife for slicing TRICARE costs off future 
defense budgets is not new and higher enrollment fees or 
deductibles proposed for retirees and their families who use 
one of the military's health insurance options of TRICARE 
Prime, Standard, Extra or, for the elderly, TRICARE for Life. 

Those phased increases, as detailed here last week, would 
save a total of $23 billion over 10 years, mostly by sticking 
retirees with higher costs. 

But even more dollars -- $28 billion over 10 years -- 
would be saved in TRICARE pharmacy costs alone under a 
separate proposed plan to revise co-payments for prescriptions 
filled at retail outlets and through mail order. 

These changes might be more palatable to beneficiaries 
because a lot of the drug dollars saved would come out of the 
pockets of drug manufacturers and retailers. Beneficiaries still 
would be hit but the hardest impact would be felt by those 
unable or unwilling to shift their prescriptions from retail 
outlets to the more efficient choice of mail order, or to base 
pharmacies where drugs will continue to be dispensed free of 
charge. 

"Driving [them] to the lowest cost-point venues – military 
pharmacies and home delivery – and increasing their use of 
generic drugs are the two overarching goals of revising the co-
payment structure, explained Rear Adm. Thomas J. McGinnis, 
chief of pharmaceutical operations for TRICARE. 

Congress must pass legislation to raise TRICARE 
enrollment fees and deductibles under TRICARE insurance 
plans. But Defense officials already have authority to raise 
drug co-pays in the retail network and at mail order. 
Lawmakers only need to get out of the way, as they did last 
year, when the first modest changes occurred to co-pays at 
retail and mail order in 10 years. 

McGinnis said Congress didn't interfere most likely 
because the Oct. 1 co-pay changes included removing a $3 
charge on generic drugs at mail order. Military associations 
had lobbied for that for several years, McGinnis said, so their 
protests were muted on raising co-pays at retail from $3 to $5 
for generic drugs, and from $9 to $12 for brand name drugs. 

Unless Congress intervenes this year, however, co-pay 
increases for brand name drugs at retail will not be modest this 
October. Retirees, their families and active duty family 
members would begin paying $26 per drug for brand names at 

their local pharmacies, up from $12. The co-pay thereafter 
would climb by $2 more each year until reaching $34 in 
October 2016. After that, co-pays would be adjusted yearly 
based on overall medical inflation. 

Co-pays for brand name drugs at mail order also would 
jump to $26 from $9, for a 90-day supply, and then climb 
slowly to $34 by October 2016. 

The intent, said McGinnis, is "to gradually increase these 
co-pays to a more realistic level after a decade of no change 
before last year's increases. Through the war years, drug 
expenditures rose dramatically at retail outlets, the most costly 
venue for TRICARE. In 2002, prescriptions filled at retail cost 
$1.28 billion, less than half of annual drug expenditures of $3 
billion. By 2009, retail drug costs for TRICARE had almost 
quadrupled, to $4.76 billion, equally to two thirds of total 
annual pharmacy cost of $7.24 billion. 

The cost to TRICARE for brand name medications filled 
at retail is 27 percent higher, on average, than the same 
prescriptions filled on base or through mail order. The average 
cost to TRICARE for a year's worth of a brand name 
medication at retail is $1156 versus $840 through mail order. 
If generic drugs are substituted, the average falls to $200 a 
year, whether the drug is dispensed at retail, through mail 
order or base pharmacies. 

Raising co-pays is effective, McGinnis explained. After 
the modest co-pay hikes drugs at retail last fall, and after 
generic drugs became free at mail order, "we saw significant 
shift to home delivery, said the pharmacy chief. 

The switch is most appropriate for patients on 
maintenance medications such as cholesterol-lowering drugs, 
blood pressure pills and proton inhibitors to prevent gastric 
reflux. And McGinnis predicts "huge savings if the 
department can move beyond modest co-pay increases. 

Rep. Joe Wilson (R-S.C.), chairman of the armed services 
personnel subcommittee, told me he will oppose any plan to 
raise TRICARE drug co-pays, regardless of projected savings 
in shifting away from retail outlets. 

"My view is persons need these pharmaceuticals and they 
should be convenient. And what's convenient is to go to a 
neighborhood pharmacy, Wilson said. "So I don't want to 
discourage that any more than has been. 
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"There is also a security issue, which I think is real, with 
regard to mail order, Wilson added. "People in some areas feel 
their mail could be intercepted. That's not everybody, 
obviously. But they have a legitimate concern that 
pharmaceuticals by mail could be stolen. 

Also opposing these changes for their members who stand 
to lose a lot business are the National Association of Chain 
Drug Stores and the National Community Pharmacists 
Association. In a joint press release, however, their complaints 
focused on limiting "pharmacy choice for military 
beneficiaries and losing the special services only 
neighborhood pharmacists can provide. 

Military association aren't pleased either. A major 
disappointment for them is that TRICARE plans to end cost-
free generics at mail order by October 2016. A 90-day supply 

of generic drugs would cost $9, which by then would match 
the co-pay for a 30-day supply of generic drugs at retail. 

"What's driving that rationale, to have zero co-pay for 
mail order generic drugs for the next few years and then it 
jumps to $9? Why $9, asked Joseph Barnes, national executive 
director of the Fleet Reserve Association. "We've been 
advocating eliminating co-pays as an incentive for using 
what's now called home delivery. So this is a fairly drastic 
change. 

Asked about this, TRICARE officials released a statement 
to explain their intention to reset a co-payment on mail-order 
generic drugs by 2016. The $9 will still be 66 percent cheaper 
than at retail because mail order prescriptions are for 90 days, 
they said, and it still will be "a great deal compared to other 
government insurance plans. Also, the added revenue "from 
all co-pay increases is needed to make budget projections. 
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54. Lawsuit Seeks Navy Records On DADT Study 
(NAVY TIMES 25 FEB 12) ... William H. McMichael 

A conservative Christian advocacy group and the leading 
opponent of integrating gays into the military have joined 
forces to sue the Navy to obtain records they believe will show 
that the Pentagon intentionally deceived Congress by 
distorting the findings of an internal study. 

The study played a role in the decision to overturn the 
“don’t ask, don’t tell” ban on openly gay military service, 
which ended last year. 

While the Pentagon conducted the survey, the groups are 
targeting the Navy because they say the Navy, along with the 
Pentagon, has not produced any documents related to 
consideration of the potential impact of the repeal despite the 
groups’ “numerous” Freedom of Information Act requests. 
The documents, the groups claim, will help determine the 
extent to which the Navy “engaged in a campaign of 
deception” — as suggested, they say, by a Pentagon agency’s 
investigative report. 

The lawsuit by the Thomas More Law Center, filed on 
behalf of the Center for Military Readiness, centers on an 
April Department of Defense Inspector General investigation 
into a leak of the report to The Washington Post. The Post ran 
a Nov. 11, 2010, story centered on a key finding: that roughly 
70 percent of respondents to the Pentagon’s survey of troops 
said the repeal’s effect would be positive, mixed or 
nonexistent. 

The groups say the survey “suggested a distorted 
Pentagon study of homosexuals in the military was produced 

and leaked solely to persuade Congress to lift the ban.” They 
counter the Post’s number by citing another finding in the 
report: that “nearly 60 percent” of those in ground combat 
units said that repeal would harm combat effectiveness. 

“The Navy is aware of the allegations,” said Lt. Matt 
Allen, a Navy spokesman at the Pentagon. “But because this 
involves pending litigation, it would be inappropriate for us to 
discuss at this time.” 

What goes unsaid is that the Pentagon released the entire 
report, survey results and appendices to the public on Nov. 30, 
2010. The House and Senate passed repeal bills the following 
month; the “don’t ask, don’t tell” policy fell off the books 
Sept. 20. 

It’s not clear from the survey which response led to the 
“nearly 60 percent” figure. In a question about post-repeal unit 
effectiveness, “in an intense combat situation” where a 
comrade has revealed that he is gay, 41.4 percent of Marines 
and 31.7 percent of soldiers replied negatively or very 
negatively. 

Another question asked whether a comrade’s post-repeal 
admission that he was gay would “affect your own ability to 
fulfill your mission during combat.” Nearly 65 percent 
responded “totally neutral” with 21.5 percent saying 
“negatively” or “very negatively”; for Marines, the latter 
figure was 22.8 percent. 

The 2010 survey weighed the responses of 115,052 
active-duty and reserve service members. 
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55. DoD Struggles To Improve Care For Wounded Warriors 
(ARMY TIMES 05 FEB 12) ... Patricia Kime 

Defense officials say it will be difficult, if not impossible, 
to implement all 21 proposals from a congressionally 
mandated task force charged with recommending 
improvements in care for wounded and injured troops. 

Since the Recovering Warrior Task Force made initial 
recommendations in its first annual report last September, the 
Defense Department has instituted three: streamlining 
leadership organizations, creating a new allowance for 
wounded or injured troops who need assistance with everyday 

activities, and conducting a comprehensive review of its 
Defense Centers of Excellence. 

But others, such as the task force’s first recommendation -
- to set and define a single term for wounded warriors -- 
present unseen challenges, Philip Burdette, principal director 
of DoD’s Wounded Warrior Care and Transition Policy office, 
said Feb. 21. 

The task force recommended that DoD define and use the 
term “recovering warrior,” which many of the services already 
use, as opposed to “recovering service member,” used often by 
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DoD to describe service members who have incurred a 
“serious illness or injury in the line of duty.” 

The task force pushed for consistency because its 
members found that during visits to bases, some wounded 
personnel could not access special programs and care because 
they lacked the proper descriptive labels or were not assigned 
to specially designated units. 

Burdette said a change in nomenclature sounds simple but 
would be difficult to mandate. 

“I love the idea of consistency. I wish we could all just go 
with lance corporal and corporal, the [ranks] I’ve already 
memorized,” said Burdette, a former Marine officer. “I don’t 
think we’re going to get there, quite frankly.” 

The 14-member task force was created by Congress under 
the 2009 Defense Authorization Act to provide DoD with 
advice on issues and policies related to wounded warriors. 

The issue of definitions also surfaced in a 
recommendation that DoD standardize the roles and 
responsibilities of those who care for injured service members, 
from recovery care coordinators and federal recovery 
coordinators to Veterans Affairs Department liaisons and 
polytrauma case managers. 

Burdette said DoD is meeting requirements for all 
wounded service members to have recovery care coordinators 
-- either a formally designated RCC or a unit member who is 
designated to serve as one -- serve as a single point of contact 
in dealing with the health care bureaucracy. 

But task force members said that in visits to bases, they 
found troops who didn’t have RCCs or didn’t know that their 
squad leader was authorized or trained to serve as one. 

“Do you see how this pretty much gives a service member 
an idea that he doesn’t have an avenue? This is a stumbling 
block to getting their needs met,” said Suzanne Crockett-
Jones, a task force co-chairman. 

“I think we have more important work to do than figuring 
out what the nomenclature is at this point in our maturity.... If 
that squad leader does what the law intends that RCC to do, 
let’s check that and go on to the really big stuff,” Burdette 
said. 

Another recommendation that DoD is working to put in 
place is ensuring that troops have effective recovery and 
transition plans and that the services give consistent guidance 
on referring wounded or injured personnel for disability 
evaluations. 

Task force member Maj. Gen. Richard Stone, the Army’s 
deputy surgeon general, said the meeting between Burdette 
and the panel was beneficial. 

“This is a bit of a tug of war,” Stone said. “But we gave 
them some very difficult tasks and are very pleased with the 
results. It’s hard to get bureaucracies to move, even when we 
all have the same goal.” 

The full report is online at http://dtf.defense.gov/rwtf. 
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56. Zero Tolerance For Hazing 
Commandant orders Marines to stop demeaning each other 
(MARINE CORPS TIMES 05 MAR 12) ... James K. Sanborn 

Lance Cpl. Harry Lew has been dead nearly a year, but 
his suicide last April in Afghanistan is driving monumental 
change in the Marine Corps and, possibly, beyond. 

As criminal trials have played out for the three Marines 
accused of assaulting Lew before he shot himself, the 
commandant has quietly signed and published Marine Corps 
Order 1700.28A, a six-page revision to the service’s 15-year-
old hazing policy. In it, Gen. Jim Amos spells out new 
enforcement guidelines, expands the definition of what the 
Corps considers hazing and initiates new protections for 
victims and whistleblowers. 

The timing is no coincidence. Media coverage of the legal 
process has been extensive, casting bright light on a prohibited 
form of hazing known as incentive physical training. 
Moreover, Amos’ new policy comes as prominent lawmakers, 
including Lew’s aunt, Rep. Judy Chu, D-Calif., have called on 
the Defense Department to quantify how widespread the 
problem is in the services. The House Armed Services 
Committee has signaled its intent to hold a hearing in late 
March that will examine the issue and what the brass is doing 
to stop it. 

Attempts to interview the commandant were unsuccessful 
and his spokesman, Lt. Col. Joseph Plenzler, declined to 
answer questions about the new policy. But his intent in 
rewriting the Corps’ policy is laid out plainly in an 
accompanying message to Marines. Hazing, he wrote, 
“destroys our Marines’ confidence and trust in their fellow 
Marines and in unit leadership, thus undermining unit 
cohesion and combat readiness. It does not promote loyalty, 

does not build esprit de corps, and does not prepare Marines 
for combat.” Here’s how the policy affects you: 

New Enforcement Guidelines. 
Amos has called on commanders to take a hard line on 

hazing. Each unit must have a clear local policy statement that 
is discussed at leadership training, and all allegations must be 
thoroughly investigated, according to the policy. “Violators 
[will be] subjected to appropriate action, in order to ultimately 
prevent acts of hazing and ensure all Marines are treated with 
dignity and respect,” it says. 

The revised order also creates new reporting requirements 
in which substantiated incidents will be reported directly to the 
commandant as part of a new effort to track the problem, 
which heretofore has not been done. 

Further, the policy creates accountability for commanders 
and others who catch wind of an incident and don’t act to 
report or investigate it. “No commander or individuals in 
supervisory positions may, by act, word, deed, or omission, 
condone or ignore hazing if they know or reasonably should 
have known that hazing may or did occur,” it says. “…Every 
service member has the responsibility to make the appropriate 
authorities aware of each violation of this policy.” 

Broader Definitions 
New language in the policy makes clear that any act 

considered “demeaning” or “harmful” qualifies as hazing. 
Amos isn’t targeting violence alone but any jackass, juvenile 
behavior that could embarrass the institution. Examples of 
banned practices include: striking, piercing skin, verbally 
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berating, encouraging another to consume alcohol in excess, 
branding, taping, tattooing, shaving, greasing and painting. 

The policy also notes that hazing can occur not only 
between a superior and subordinate, but also between peers or 
even a subordinate and superior. And implied or actual 
consent does not make perpetrators any less culpable, it says. 

More Protection For Victim 
The new order provides more resources and protection for 

hazing victims and witnesses. Once an investigation is 
launched, victims and witnesses must be apprised of their 
rights and offered immediate legal advice. When necessary, 
medical assistance and counseling will be made available. 

Additionally, commanders now must monitor victims and 
alleged perpetrators for “stress reactions,” according to the 
policy. “Extreme caution and sensitivity must be exercised 
throughout,” it says, “…to minimize re-victimization of 
victims.” 

The order also calls for investigators to “focus on the 
system which allowed the victim to be hazed and the 
surrounding organizational climate with a view to determine 
how to change or improve the environment, thus preventing 
further hazing incidents.” 

Will things really change? 
Fostering an environment where reporting is encouraged 

or rewarded, coupled with swift and consistent punishment, 
are important steps toward curbing incidents of hazing, said 
Dr. Susan Lipkins, a psychologist who specializes in the study 
of violence and hazing within large institutions. But 
eliminating it altogether will require a huge cultural shift for 
the service, and a new order from the commandant isn’t 
enough, she said. 

“Changing a culture is very difficult, and changing the 
hazing culture is even more difficult because part of hazing is 
a code of silence, and cracking that code of silence is no easy 
feat.” 

In the Corps, the problem originates at boot camp, 
Lipkins said. There, Marines are ordered to do pushups, or to 
run or march, as corrective actions. Incentive PT is viewed as 
appropriate in that environment, where drill instructors are 
revered (if somewhat feared), but the practice is strictly 
forbidden in the fleet. 

“That is a great example of how authorities are 
undermining themselves by actually teaching the newbie how 
to behave, and then they themselves expect to haze others 
when they are put in that position of power,” she said. 

Marine officials disagree. They say the rules governing 
the use of incentive PT are clear: Only trained DIs at boot 
camp can order incentive PT, and even then, only under strict 
guidelines, said 1st Lt. Scott Villiard, a spokesman for 
Training and Education Command, which oversees recruit 
training. 

DIs, Villiard said, carry cards outlining what type of 
punishment they are permitted to mete out, and for how long. 
And after the Crucible, a 54-hour test at boot camp’s 
culmination, physical punishment is over, he said. 

But flipping the switch isn’t that easy, Lipkins argues. 
“What comes around goes around,” she said. “You are a 

victim, you come in, you get hazed. Then you become a 
bystander, you watch others get hazed. And then eventually, 
when you have power, you haze others. You feel like you have 
the right and the duty to do unto others what was done to you. 
So if it is allowed in boot camp, they are setting themselves 

up. They are giving covert permission to continue that kind of 
behavior.” 

Amos’ policy revision does not order new training or 
education. Officials said current programs address the issue 
adequately. Recruits and officer candidates learn the rules 
early on, Villiard said, and they receive annual refreshers 
“with no waivers or exceptions accepted” once they enter the 
fleet. 

“Junior leaders,” Villiard said, “are specifically charged 
and required to reinforce to their sub-ordinate Marines the 
Marine Corps’ policy on hazing.” 

The three courts-martial connected to the Lew case have 
taken place as the Corps was forced to address two other 
scandals involving poor judgement and inappropriate behavior 
by Marines -- a viral web video that shows Marines appearing 
to desecrate Taliban corpses, and the dissemination photos that 
show Marines posing in front of a flag bearing a Nazi-era 
“SS” symbol. As a result, senior leaders have assessed the 
type and amount of ethics instruction Marines receive, said 
Gen. Joseph Dunford, the Corps’ assistant commandant. 

“We’re actually pretty satisfied with the amount and type 
of ethical training that is taking place,” Dunford told Marine 
Corps Times. “What we’re going to do -- which is what we 
always do -- is we’re going to go back and re-emphasize the 
role of strategic corporals and make sure that all of our 
Marines know the consequences of their actions, both with 
regard to accomplishing the mission as well as impact on the 
credibility and the reputation of the institution.” 

The commandant, he said, is encouraging leaders across 
the force to “do a little bit of introspection, to make sure we’re 
being the institution that we advertise we’re supposed to be.” 

“What the commandant is really focused on,” Dunford 
said, “is ensuring that we have decisive, engaged leadership 
across the Marine Corps. His guidance to the force has been to 
ensure we’re keeping our honor clean, that we’re acting in an 
ethical and legal way, and to be honest with you, that’s not 
anything new that we’re looking for the institution to do. He 
has just re-emphasized those things that are really core 
values.” 

Hazing Vs. Character Building 
Hazing -- and incentive PT, in particular -- is a polarizing 

issue among Marines. While most con-demn hazing as 
damaging to morale, unit cohesion and combat readiness, 
others see incentive PT as an effective means to promote order 
and discipline. The Lew case has fueled that argument. 

Staff Sgt. Mike Perrault, a supply Marine based at Marine 
Corps Air Station Futenma, Japan, says hazing and incentive 
PT are not one and the same. Violence is a no-go, he said, but 
extra PT fills a legitimate purpose. 

“While hazing certainly deserves no place in our Corps,” 
Perrault said, “incentive training has always been considered a 
useful tool for our NCOs to utilize in order to enforce good 
order and discipline at the lowest levels of leadership. In other 
words, it served as an alternative to nonjudicial punishment, or 
a time-consuming paper trail…. By taking it away, we have 
taken away an important tool in small unit leadership.” 

Others agree. Sgt. Joshua Gambill, a reservist assigned to 
the Inspector and Instructor staff at 4th Reconnaissance 
Battalion in San Antonio, says for minor infractions a four-
mile run is a more effective punishment than paperwork. After 
all, Gambill said, if it is OK for his 4-year-old’s softball coach 
to make kids run the bases when they mess up, why shouldn’t 
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a Marine leader be cleared to make his subordinates run when 
they mess up? 

Banning incentive PT scuttles the careers of many young 
Marines by putting on paper minor infractions that could be 
corrected with a run or some pushups, said Sgt. Nicholas 
Roberts, who is assigned to U.S. Africa Command in Stuttgart, 
Germany. 

“There was a time when we had the chance to completely 
atone for our misdeeds. We were given a choice between the 
pen and the sword,” he said. 

But today, leaders can only correct a Marine with 
paperwork that will follow them for the rest of their career, he 
said. A company-level nonjudicial punishment or even a Page 
11 entry can spell trouble down the road, even after a Marine 
straightens up. 

“When discipline is applied correctly, it fixes problems, 
makes examples and reinforces to junior Marines that their 
chain of command sees them as redeemable,” he said. 

Lipkins said the debate over what is and isn’t hazing 
derives from a lack of understanding. Many people, when 
asked if they were hazed, will say no, she said. When asked in 
detail, however, they will say they have been paddled, or made 
to drink large amounts of liquid, or ordered to endure physical 
strain -- but still don’t think they have been hazed. 

A Lance Corporal’s Legacy 
At the time of his death, Lew had been in Afghanistan’s 

Helmand province for several months, serving in Nawa district 
as an 0311 rifleman with 2nd Battalion, 3rd Marines, out of 
Marine Corps Base Hawaii. He was transferred to Patrol Base 
Gowragi on March 19 as the result of his poor performance, 
according to a military investigation into his death. During his 
first day at Gowragi, Lew’s new squad was in a firefight. Later 
that night Marines found him asleep while standing watch. 

That happened at least three more times over the next two 
weeks, according to the investigation. In an attempt to correct 
his behavior, fellow Marines in his unit forced him to dig a 
fighting hole, exercise while wearing his helmet and body 
armor, and assaulted him, investigators found. On April 3, 

while crouching in his fighting hole with his M249 Squad 
Automatic Weapon, Lew shot himself. Scrawled on his arm 
was a note saying, “May hate me now, but in the long run this 
was the right choice. I’m sorry my mom deserves the truth.” 

The final court-martial in Lew’s case is underway in 
Hawaii. Lance Cpl. Carlos Orozco III is being tried on charges 
including assault, humiliation, and cruelty and maltreatment. 
Orozco is accused of ordering Lew to do pushups and side 
planks, and pouring sand into his face. 

As of press time, the jury was deliberating and had not 
reached a verdict. 

The first Marine to face trial in the case, Lance Cpl. Jacob 
Jacoby, was sentenced to 30 days in jail and demoted to 
private first class after pleading guilty to assault -- not hazing -
- in late January. 

Their immediate superior, Sgt. Benjamin Johns was found 
not guilty Feb. 9 of charges he humili-ated and demeaned 
Lew. Prosecutors argued that Johns hazed Lew by forcing the 
junior Marine to dig a fighting hole deep enough so he could 
stand up and stay awake. Johns’ attorney countered by saying 
the fighting hole was needed to protect the base and that the 
squad leader was at first unaware of how squad mates were 
disciplining Lew. A guilty verdict, Johns later said, would 
have paralyzed the NCOs who lead Marines in combat. 

“It forces a squad leader to do nothing for fear of going to 
trial,” he said. 

Chu, the congresswoman, has been outraged by the 
outcome of these cases so far. The verdict in Johns’ case is 
evidence, she said, of how deeply engrained hazing is in the 
military culture. 

“All the pronouncements made by the military officials 
that hazing is officially prohibited are empty words,” she said 
in a statement. “The real message from these two verdicts is 
that the Marines will let violent assaults continue unabated 
against troops who are supposed to be fighting on the same 
side.” 
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57. ‘Act Of Valor’ Accomplishes Mission Of Educating Public 
(WASHINGTON TIMES 26 FEB 12) ... Rowan Scarborough 

The Hollywood movie “Act of Valor” - the nation’s No. 1 
box-office attraction, starring real Navy SEALs - has put the 
spotlight on the U.S. military’s post-Sept. 11, 2001, love affair 
with the media. 

Moviegoers are watching not just an action flick, but a 
revolution in military-media relations 20 years in the making. 
Operations that were once a no-go zone for reporters and film 
crews have emerged from the shadows to be seen in movies, 
documentaries and old-fashioned newsprint. 

The military’s goal is simple: Win the public’s hearts and 
minds for the men and women fighting in Iraq, Afghanistan, 
and in the war on terrorism. 

Full access to troops has become so pervasive that it 
prompted an 85-year-old former soldier to rise at a 
Washington conference this month and lecture a four-star 
admiral: “Get the hell out of the media,” scolded retired 
ArmyLt. Gen. James Vaught, who fought in three wars and 
commanded special-operations forces. 

“American reporters have had unprecedented access and 
freedom to report exactly what they are seeing,” said Army 
Col. Steven Boylan, who placed journalists with combat units 
in the early days of the Iraq War. 

“If we don’t tell the story, somebody else will, and they 
will probably get it wrong,” he said, summing up the 
military’s thinking about journalism. 

The current cause celebre is “Act of Valor,” which rang 
up in $24.7 million in ticket sales over the weekend, according 
to studio estimates. 

It is not just that the Pentagon helped advise the 
filmmakers. The film’s uniqueness lies in the fact that for the 
first time real, active-duty SEALs, who normally use their 
special skills anonymously, appear as themselves - although 
no names are used. 

Embedded Journalists 
“This was a decision taken four years ago as a recruiting 

effort,” said retired Rear Adm. George Worthington, once the 
Navy’s top SEAL. “When ‘Top Gun’ came out, the sale of 
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leather jackets went up. Any nerd could buy a leather jacket. I 
think that’s the same thing that is going to happen here.” 

“Act of Valor” is not the armed forces’ first act in the war 
on terrorism. A sampling: 

 The Pentagon allowed journalists Sebastian Junger 
and Tim Hetherington to embed with an Army 
platoon for 15 months as it fought “in the deadliest 
place on earth,” as their subsequent 2010 
documentary, “Restrepo,” called the Korengal Valley 
in Afghanistan. An outpost named for a fallen medic, 
“Restrepo” presents stark scenes of war and 
downtime, as close as any filmmakers have gotten to 
war. 

 The National Security Agency, the nation’s global 
eavesdropper, used to deny it existed. But last year, it 
opened its Fort Meade, Md., operations center, 
archives and labs to a National Geographic film crew. 
Once-secret analysts and linguists, who listen to and 
interpret overheard conversations, sat down for on-
camera interviews. 

• National Geographic also tagged along with Green 
Berets in Afghanistan. Reporters and cameras 
captured counterinsurgency troops planning, eating, 
sleeping and fighting. It’s now on DVD. 

 When Navy SEALs killed Osama bin Laden in May, 
the Obama administration leaked minute-by-minute 
details, right down to the position of helicopters over 
the compound, and the equipment and weapons used. 

 Retired ArmyGen. Stanley M. McChrystal allowed a 
reporter for Rolling Stone magazine to travel with 
him and his closest aides from Afghanistan to 
Europe, from briefing rooms to hotel bars. In this 
case, the media strategy backfired: Mr. Obama fired 
Gen. McChrystal, then the top Afghanistan 
commander, for indiscreet comments. 

Since Sept. 11, 2001, the military has adopted one 
overriding media strategy: Let reporters get close to 
combatants, day in day out, through embedding. It was a 
policy pushed by Torie Clarke, then-Defense Secretary 
Donald H. Rumsfeld’s public-affairs adviser in 2003, when 
the Washington press corps pressed for more access. 

True, reporters traveled with troops in World War II. And 
in the biggest conflict before the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist 
attacks, 1991’s Operation Desert Storm, a limited number of 
scribes got to tag along. 

Access Backlash 
There was one big difference: censorship. In 1991, 

reporters’ copy was moved through layers of censors, from 
unit level in Saudi Arabia all the way to the Pentagon. 

The 2003 embed policy did away with censorship, as long 
as reporters refrained from writing about future missions, 
classified information or the identities of casualties before 
families found out. 

Army Maj. T.G. Taylor recently ran the “embeds,” as war 
journalist are now called, in NATO’s Regional Command East 
in Afghanistan, placing 250 media types with combatants over 
one year. 

“They had complete access to our troops,” Maj. Taylor 
said. “Basically, 24/7, they could use anything they got as long 
as it didn’t violate any ground rules. They get to know that 

squad or platoon intimately. They know them. They know 
what their families are like. They know what their 
personalities are like. It’s an entirely different angle to the 
coverage of war.” 

As a string of positive stories started showing up on TV, 
the Internet and in print, some liberal columnists reversed 
course. They said the military was granting too much access, 
corrupting honest journalists with lots of time with young, 
brave men and women serving their country. 

That sentiment continues today, perhaps best captured by 
the left-wing publication Mother Jones in a May 2011 article, 
“Why It Feels So Good to Be Embedded With the U.S. 
Military.” 

The author, Peter Van Buren, served as a State 
Department diplomat on a reconstruction team in Iraq, 
observing the press-military relationship. 

“What is it about the military that turns normally 
thoughtful journalists into war pornographers?” he wrote. “A 
reporter who would otherwise make it through the day sober 
spends a little time with some unit of the U.S. military and 
promptly loses himself in ever-more dramatic language about 
bravery and sacrifice, stolen in equal parts from Thucydides, 
Henry V, and Sergeant Rock comics.” 

Senior officers did not worry about secrets being spilled 
by embeds, Mr. Van Buren wrote: “Because its officials knew 
perfectly well that for reporters the process was - not to mince 
words - seductive… Embedding with the military felt like 
being invited in - no, welcomed - for the first time by the cool 
kids.” 

The military has worked at this marriage, for years. 
In Vietnam, the Pentagon imposed few restrictions on 

reporters. Afterward, some senior officers blamed the press for 
losing the war. 

Cultural Change 
Relations soured further in the 1983 Grenada invasion 

when reporters were kept in the dark. Things did not improve 
much with Desert Storm and its complicated censorship 
system. 

Then came the cultural change. Senior leaders began 
thinking it was better to start learning about journalism than to 
fight it, and to start granting more access. All the military’s 
graduate schools spent more time on media relations, asking. 
‘What do reporters want and how do we give it to them?’ 

“The senior military coming up have gone out of their 
way to bring the junior people in contact with the media, and 
it’s become part of a lifestyle, part of a culture,” said retired 
Rear Adm. Kendell Pease, who ran the Navy’s public relations 
shop in the 1990s and now is an executive with General 
Dynamics. 

“It’s an effort to let everybody know who the media are, 
get them accustomed to dealing with them,” he said. “And you 
start the process as a lieutenant so you can see the media as 
real people. They have a job to do. You have a job to do. And 
you can trust each other. I know for the Navy, they’ve taught 
people to trust them. And know the limitations. Here’s what 
you can do. Here’s what you can’t do.” 

Col. Boylan, of the Command and General Staff College 
at Fort Leavenworth, Kan., said: “There was the lull after 
Vietnam through probably to Desert Storm where it really 
became an adversarial relationship.” 

He plans to continue the cultural change by teaching next 
semester “Media and the Military: Bridging the Gap.” The 
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class will mingle Army majors, the service’s future leaders, 
with journalism students at the University of Kansas. 

“We’ll go downtown, to Lawrence, middle of the day, and 
the students, both military and civilian, have to go get a story,” 
Col. Boylan said. 

All this schmoozing was too much for Gen. Vaught when 
he rose Feb. 8 to challenge Navy Adm. William H. McRaven, 
a career SEAL who heads U.S. Special Operations Command 
and oversaw the bin Laden raid. 

“One of these days, if you keep publishing how you do 
this, the other guy is going to be there ready for you,” Gen. 
Vaught said. “You’re going to fly in, and he’s going to shoot 
down every damn helicopter and kill every one of your 
SEALs. Watch it happen. Mark my words. Get the hell out of 
the media.” 

‘Can’t Get Away From It’ 
Adm. McRaven responded by telling the story of why he 

became a SEAL. It stemmed in part from seeing John Wayne 
in the 1968’s “The Green Berets.” 

The admiral saw a silver lining in such intense media 
scrutiny. 

“We are in an environment today where we can’t get 
away from it. It is not something we actively pursue,” he said. 

“The fact of the matter is, with the social media being what it 
is today with the press and the 24-hour news cycle, it is very 
difficult to get away from it. 

“But not only does the media focus on our successes. We 
have had a few failures. And I think having those failures 
exposed in the media also kind of helps focus our attention, 
helps us do a better job,” he said. 

“So sometimes the criticism, the critique, the spotlight on 
us actually makes us better. But I take your point, sir. We 
don’t ever want to get to the point where our sensitive tactics, 
techniques and procedures are open for everybody to take a 
look at so next time we come in on a target we’re exposed,” 
Adm. McRaven said. 

The SEAL community closely edited “Act of Valor” to 
make sure their tactics, techniques and procedures - “TTPs,” 
as they are known - were not compromised. 

Adm. Worthington, the former top SEAL, said he thinks 
“Act of Valor” is the last of its kind. 

“It will never happen again,” he said. “I just think they’ve 
done it once, and that’s it. Been there, done that and move on. 

“I think if anything we’ll see a recession - a tightening of 
the wagons just because they don’t want it to go much further 
than they’ve gone now.” 
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58. Week In Review Feb. 18, 2012 – Feb. 24, 2012 
(YOUTUBE 24 FEB 12) ... U.S. Navy 

Welcome to this week's U.S. Navy multimedia production 
featuring selected images from around the fleet received 
during the week of Feb 18, 2012 - Feb 12, 2012. 

The images represent the work of the many naval 
photographers deployed worldwide and submitted to Navy 
Visual News Service. For access to more than 100,000 high 
resolution photos visit: 
    http://www.navy.mil/view_photos_top.asp  and 
http://www.flickr.com/photos/usnavy/    . 

View U.S. Navy YouTube Channel 
View Clip (RT: 2:13) 
Broadcast Clip - 7 in :70 (Feb. 24, 2012) 
(YOUTUBE 17 FEB 12) U.S. Pacific Fleet 
A quick look at events and issues from the past week 

around Pacific Fleet making headlines at 
http://www.cpf.navy.mil. 

View Clip (RT: 1:10) 
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OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
59. Can The Navy And The Air Force Get Along? 
On a changing global battlefield, the U.S. military services will have to work together. 
(FOREIGN POLICY 24 FEB 12) ... Robert Haddick 

In a recent column, I discussed how the Obama 
administration's new defense strategy resurrects former 
Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld's vision of a high-tech 
and networked military using slimmed-down manpower to 
operate advanced hardware. Sept. 11 and a decade of 
counterinsurgency in Iraq and Afghanistan tripped up 
Rumsfeld and his plans. But President Barack Obama's pivot 
to Asia has brought Rumsfeld's vision back and with it, shifts 
in resources from the Army and Marine Corps to the Air Force 
and Navy. 

This week, Gen. Norton Schwartz, the Air Force Chief of 
Staff, and Adm. Jonathan Greenert, the Chief of Naval 
Operations, explained how they plan to work together to 
achieve the responsibilities the new strategy thrusts upon 
them. In an essay for The American Interest titled simply Air-
Sea Battle, Schwartz and Greenert explain the justification and 
goals of the new warfighting concept that goes by that name. 
They succeed in explaining how Air-Sea Battle attempts to 

support "forward presence," the fundamental U.S. diplomatic 
and military strategy over the past seven decades. They also 
explain why close coordination between the Air Force and 
Navy, the underlying feature of the concept, will be essential 
during an impending era of Pentagon budget austerity. 

Since World War II, the United States has pursued a 
steady strategy of maintaining military forces in the western 
Pacific, Middle East, and Europe, around the periphery of 
Eurasia. In the early decades of the Cold War, this "forward 
presence" of U.S. power was there to protect U.S. allies from 
what was believed to be an expansionist Soviet Union. After 
the Cold War, U.S. policymakers continued forward presence 
to provide regional stability, prevent arms races from breaking 
out, and to keep open the sea lanes and "global commons" that 
world trade has counted on. But with the U.S. military 
capacity to continue that policing coming under question, 
military planners devised the Air-Sea Battle concept, a smarter 
and deeper integration of Air Force and Navy capabilities, in 
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an effort to reinforce the long-standing U.S. forward-presence 
strategy. 

However, the Schwartz and Greenert essay only hints at 
the stiff challenges Air-Sea Battle is expected to overcome. 
These challenges raise fundamental questions over long-
standing military assumptions, portend more friction between 
the military services, and create doubts about whether the 
United States will be able to sustain its forward-presence 
strategy. 

Military strategists began work on the Air-Sea Battle 
concept when it became clear that the development of long-
range precision missiles threatened the ability of Navy surface 
ships and non-stealthy U.S. warplanes to operate in the sea 
lanes and airspace where the U.S. military has roamed freely 
for decades. Participants in the global trading system have 
long assumed that the U.S. Navy and Air Force would keep 
shipping lanes and air traffic routes open in the western 
Pacific, Indian Ocean, and around the Middle East. But 
potential adversaries like China, Iran, North Korea, and even 
non-state actors like Hezbollah are now acquiring very 
capable anti-ship and anti-aircraft missiles, calling that 
assumption into question. 

Equally important for the United States is the viability of 
its forward-presence strategy. The forward positioning of U.S. 
military forces in East Asia, Europe, and the Middle East has 
provided credibility to Washington's post-World War II 
alliance system. But a growing surface-to-surface missile 
threat could turn those forward-deployed U.S. troops into 
hostages rather than assets. And the "anti-access/area denial" 
threat posed by anti-ship and anti-aircraft missiles could 
prevent U.S. commanders from supplying, reinforcing, or 
moving deployed forces forward during a conflict. 

As Schwartz and Greenert explain, their goal is to create 
synergies and better cooperation between the Air Force and 
Navy in order to respond to these challenges. For example, in 
last year's military campaign over Libya, Tomahawk cruise 
missiles, launched from Navy ships, suppressed the Libyan air 
defense system and cleared a path for NATO strike aircraft. 
Likewise, in some situations long range Air Force early-
warning aircraft could protect Navy task forces better than the 
Navy might be able to do on its own. 

At the theater level, U.S. combat headquarters like Pacific 
Command or Central Command will improve war plans with 
Air-Sea Battle lessons in mind and establish training exercises 
to test out those concepts. And at the Pentagon, Schwartz and 
Greenert discuss how the Air Force and Navy will coordinate 
procurement to achieve Air-Sea Battle objectives. For 
example, the Air Force and Navy can make sure that their 
joint purchases of systems such as the Global Hawk 
reconnaissance drone, F-35 Joint Strike Fighter, electronic 
warfare systems, and space hardware are coordinated with 
Air-Sea operational goals in mind. 

All sensible enough. But despite these measures, the 
structural challenges posed by adversary missiles remains 
immense. When the United States is going up against 
adversaries on the Eurasian landmass, these continental 
adversaries will enjoy home-court advantages over U.S. 
expeditionary forces. Precision ground attack missiles may 
make fixed U.S. bases in the region untenable. The remaining 
naval and air forces will necessarily operate at the end of 
vulnerable trans-ocean supply lines and with a limited set of 

basing options. Adversaries by contrast will have many more 
basing choices and will be close to their logistical support. 

Next is the problem of finding the adversary's missiles. 
Modern ballistic, cruise, and anti-aircraft missiles operate 
from truck-mounted launchers, which can move around, hide, 
and then return to action somewhere else. In 2006, the Israeli 
air force had difficulty finding Hezbollah mobile launchers 
while searching a relatively compact area in southern 
Lebanon. In a hypothetical conflict against China or Iran, U.S. 
reconnaissance assets would have to search very wide areas, 
including inside cities and residential areas. With current 
technology, the "finders" will struggle against the "hiders." 

Finally, the United States will find itself on the losing side 
of marginal costs. It is much cheaper for "home team" 
continental adversaries to produce and field additional missiles 
and launchers than it is for the United States to acquire and 
deploy additional aircraft carriers, submarines, and air force 
bombers to the far side of the world. This explains why the 
Pentagon has always been keen to maintain its technological 
edge through high research and development spending; it is 
attempting to make up with quality what adversaries have 
often enjoyed in quantity. Even so, the cost of even hundreds 
of additional anti-ship missiles, which could swamp U.S. 
defensive schemes, is almost trivial compared with the cost of 
another U.S. aircraft carrier. Air-Sea Battle planners thus face 
some daunting challenges. 

The first conflicts sparked by Air-Sea Battle will occur 
inside the Pentagon, as the services attempt to justify their 
weapons programs amid strained procurement budgets. In 
spite of Pentagon budget cuts, program managers hope to push 
forward on a new strike fighter jet, a new Air Force bomber, 
new ships and aircraft for the Navy, and numerous other 
systems. There won't be enough money to go around. When 
implementing Air-Sea Battle, top Pentagon leaders will need 
to make choices that deliver "the most bang for the buck." For 
example, the ancient debate between the Navy's aircraft 
carriers and the Air Force's long-range heavy bombers could 
resurface. 

The new Gerald R. Ford aircraft carrier, under 
construction in Virginia, is now expected to cost $15 billion 
(this figure excludes the cost of Ford's airplanes and escort 
vessels, which could total another $15 billion). For its part, the 
Air Force plans to buy up to 100 new stealthy bombers for $55 
billion. The Ford's $15 billion price tag would pay for 27 of 
the Air Force's new bombers. According to one study, one of 
these heavy bombers could carry the bomb load of 10 of the 
Navy's new carrier-based F-35C strike aircraft. Five new 
bombers could equal the striking power of the Ford's entire air 
wing, with much greater range, and without risking the lives 
of thousands of Sailors to missile attack (the F-35 has a 
combat radius of only 600 miles). Give $15 billion to the Air 
Force and the Pentagon can get the striking power of five 
Gerald R. Ford carriers. Even if the new bomber experiences 
wild cost overruns (the Air Force claims the new plane will 
use already-proven components and little new technology), 
this "bang for buck" trade seems compelling. 

Navy officials will argue that the Ford, being the first in 
its class, will be the most expensive, with subsequent ships in 
the class becoming less costly. They will also argue that the 
Navy has extensive experience preparing for missile attacks 
and that a future carrier-based unmanned strike drone could 
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greatly extend the carrier's striking range, further reducing the 
missile threat. 

But the Navy's most important argument is that the 
aircraft carrier and all of the Navy's surface ships display U.S. 
military power in the Persian Gulf, in the South China Sea and 
everywhere allies need the visibly reassuring presence of U.S. 
military power. Stealth bombers and submarines, which by 
design are secretive creatures, are not capable of showing the 
flag. They thus have little visible value in supporting U.S. 
forward presence, the cornerstone of Washington's diplomatic 
and security strategy. Only the Navy's surface ships and fixed 
overseas bases -- increasingly vulnerable to missile attack -- 
do this job. 

Schwartz, Greenert, and future top-level planners at the 
Pentagon will struggle against the structural barriers 
confronting the Air Sea Battle concept. It does not help that 
the Pentagon's budget could get cut by $1 trillion over the next 
decade while China's military budget may double by 2015. In 
the long run, the most visible symbols of U.S. power -- its 
fixed overseas bases and the Navy's surface ships -- may not 
be able to keep up against the missile threat. By contrast, the 
Air Force's long-range stealthy bombers and the Navy's 
submarines -- the secretive systems that provide the least 
visible support to the U.S. forward presence strategy -- will be 
the most powerful components of U.S. striking power. 

The U.S. government deployed forces in South Korea, 
Japan, and Europe to supply stability and prevent conflict 

from starting. Stealth bombers and submarines may not be 
able to show the flag, but they can inflict punishment, 
presumably in retaliation, or threaten punishment in an attempt 
to deter conflict. 

Should the proliferation of missiles overwhelm Air-Sea 
Battle's attempt to save the forward presence strategy, U.S. 
planners may have to fall back to a strategy of over-the 
horizon deterrence, enforced by survivable submarines and 
long range stealthy bombers. In this case, U.S. planners may 
opt to maintain a thin veneer of forward deployed military 
forces, mostly as a "trip wire," while withdrawing the most 
valuable and mobile units out of adversary missile range, to 
avoid having them trapped in a sudden conflict. 

U.S. policymakers may find it difficult to keep allies 
reassured while they pull most of their forces out of missile 
range. Observers will also question whether out-of-sight 
submarines and bombers will be able to maintain stability as 
well as visible forward deployed forces did in the past. Such a 
strategy worked for strategic nuclear deterrence. Whether it 
could work for broader conventional deterrence is less clear. If 
it can't, the United States may need a dramatically new 
diplomatic and military strategy. 

Robert Haddick is Managing Editor of Small Wars 
Journal. Haddick was a U.S. Marine Corps officer, served in 
the 3rd and 23rd Marine Regiments, and deployed to Asia and 
Africa. He has advised the State Department and the National 
Intelligence Council on irregular warfare issues. 

Return to Index 
 

60. Reliance On Fossil Fuels Makes Our Nations Weaker 
(FORT COLLINS COLORADOAN 24 FEB 12) ... Vice Adm. Dennis McGinn, USN ret. and Rear Adm. Neil Morisetti, UK 

There is wisdom in the saying that it's best not to put all 
your eggs in one basket. That's especially true when it comes 
to national security, and it's equally true when it comes to 
energy security. 

As an admiral retired from the U.S. Navy and an admiral 
on active duty with Britain's Royal Navy, we believe an 
energy posture that relies too heavily on fossil fuels is a 
national security threat to both the United States and the 
United Kingdom. It's a topic we will discuss at a forum 
Monday called "National Security & America's Energy 
Future" at Colorado State University. Diversifying a nation's 
energy supply makes it stronger and more secure. 

We have seen firsthand how over-reliance on oil limits 
what our nations can do on the international stage. It weakens 
our international leverage and ties our countries to regimes 
that do not always share our values. International 
developments such as Iran's recent threats to close the Strait of 
Hormuz highlight how our dependence on foreign oil comes 
with dangerous strings attached. The solution is to use oil 
much more efficiently, while developing alternative sources of 
home-grown energy that can never run out. 

On that front, Colorado is already leading the way. 
Thanks to forward-looking state policies, Colorado is a 
pioneer in clean energy. The state ranks third in the country 
for wind energy production. The 2011 National Solar Jobs 
Census found Colorado is the No. 1 state for solar jobs on a 
per-capita basis, with 16 percent job growth in the solar sector 
last year alone. Colorado's clean energy assets include the 
National Renewable Energy Lab, CSU's Clean Energy 
Supercluster and companies large and small working on 

innovations from biomass to efficiency technologies. All this 
means Colorado is perfectly positioned to lead and prosper in 
the emerging clean energy economy. 

The armed forces of the United States and United 
Kingdom are deeply involved with alternative energy, too. 
The Pentagon and the Ministry of Defence know from bitter 
experience that whether the mission is protecting the 
international flow of oil or delivering fuel to forward operating 
bases, reliance on oil comes at great cost in dollars and lives. 
An Army study in Afghanistan found one killed or wounded 
for every 24 fuel convoys. 

Using less fuel means better mission effectiveness and 
putting fewer lives at risk. So the Pentagon and the Ministry of 
Defence have been working to deploy energy-efficient 
technologies and to find alternatives to oil. The armed services 
are finding ways to power bases, vehicles, aircraft and ships 
more efficiently and by using alternative energy sources. As 
just one example, U.S. Marines in Afghanistan are using solar-
powered equipment on patrol in order to make them more 
mobile and effective in the field. 

If our fighting men and women can use energy 
responsibly, especially while doing their dangerous jobs, 
surely their fellow citizens - American and British - can do the 
same. This state already boasts an impressive clean-energy 
record. Colorado can help lead the nation and the world to a 
more secure, more sustainable future. 

Vice Admiral Dennis McGinn, USN (ret.) is vice 
chairman of CNA's Military Advisory Board. Rear Admiral 
Neil Morisetti is the U.K.'s Climate & Energy Security envoy. 
They are participating in a forum Monday on "National 
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Security & America's Energy Future" at Colorado State University. 
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61. Hit Assad Where He's Vulnerable 
(WASHINGTON POST 26 FEB 12) ... David Ignatius 

At the end of a week when more brave reporters died 
chronicling Syrian President Bashar al-Assad’s slaughter of 
more than 6,000 of his countrymen, you hear passionate calls 
for sending weapons to the embattled opposition militia 
known as the “Free Syrian Army.” 

More weapons undoubtedly will flow to the opposition, 
one way or another, but they’re not going to bring about a 
democratic Syria. The moral case for arming the rebels may be 
strong, but it doesn’t overcome the practical problem: The 
battlefield is Assad’s strength, not weakness. 

A better route to democratic change in Syria is the mix of 
economic, diplomatic and other pressure discussed at Friday’s 
“Friends of Syria” meeting in Tunis, which also urged a cease-
fire. A covert supply of weapons is likely to keep the 
opposition from being overrun, but both Turkey and the 
United States oppose any move toward outside military 
intervention or open support of rebel fighters. 

“The only thing that’s accurate in ‘Free Syrian Army’ is 
that they’re Syrian,” cautions one skeptical administration 
official. “They’re not going to free Syria, and they’re not an 
army.” That may sound harsh, but shoveling weapons to this 
disorganized opposition now is likely only to increase civilian 
deaths. The insurgents are too dispersed, disorganized and 
untrained to be an effective national force. 

The right Syria strategy should address Assad’s key 
vulnerabilities, which are not military. The first is money, 
without which the regime can’t survive. The second is 
sectarian tension, which Assad fosters because it boosts his 
claim to be protector of the minority Alawite and Christian 
communities. 

Let’s look at these two pressure points and think how the 
United States could help remove the pins on which Assad 
rests. 

First, money: Assad’s regime survives because it has 
enough cash to pay the army, sustain the economy despite 
sanctions and grease the palms of thousands of henchmen. The 
United States recognized this vulnerability when it imposed 
economic sanctions in August, which were followed by 
similar moves by the European Union, the Arab League and 
Turkey. 

But the Syrian cash machine continues to operate. Despite 
sanctions, the Central Bank’s reserves still total about $10 
billion, or about six months of imports, according to U.S. 
estimates. That’s down from about $18 billion before the 

conflict exploded a year ago — a fall but not yet a crippling 
one. 

The Syrians survive partly by piggybacking on the 
thriving Lebanese banking system. Obama administration 
emissaries sharply warned the Lebanese government in 
November that it can’t play both sides of the street; if 
Lebanese banks are caught providing more back-door aid to 
Damascus, the consequences for the Beirut financial system 
could be severe, a Treasury official said. 

A more worrisome problem is Russia, which is providing 
money for Assad’s regime as well as diplomatic cover. U.S. 
officials hope that when the European Union bans dealings 
with the Syrian Central Bank this week, that will make it 
harder for Russia to channel aid. Certainly more sanctions will 
help, but not if Russia is determined to keep Assad afloat. 

Rather than attacking Russian behavior as “despicable,” 
as Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton did Friday in 
Tunis, a better answer is to make Moscow part of the solution. 
That might mean giving Russian leader Vladimir Putin a role 
in brokering the transition — hosting a conference in Moscow, 
let’s say, that brings together the Syrian opposition, the Arab 
League and the Turks. If that got Assad out of the way short of 
a civil war, it might be a sensible bit of realpolitik. 

Second, the issue of sectarian tension: Assad survives in 
part because Alawites and Christians fear that a bloodbath of 
reprisal killings would follow his ouster. The United States 
and its key regional allies, Turkey and Saudi Arabia, need to 
address this issue directly. The message should be that 
Assad’s days are indeed numbered, and minorities should join 
Sunnis in the movement for democratic change — with the 
assurance that, as they do so, they will be protected by 
international guarantees. 

The Muslim Brotherhood, which has emerged as the 
strongest voice in the Arab Spring, would win new friends if it 
could join Turkey in sponsoring a dialogue that gathers Syria’s 
Alawite clan leaders, Christian patriarchs and Muslim 
democrats. 

The world has been inspired by the courage of the Syrian 
people, and of journalists such as Marie Colvin of the London 
Sunday Times and Anthony Shadid of the New York Times, 
who died while reporting the resistance to Assad’s tanks and 
artillery. But precisely because so many lives are at risk, the 
United States and its allies should craft a process that brings 
democratic change, not mayhem. 
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62. Can China Crash U.S. Pivot Party? 
(THE DIPLOMAT 24 FEB 12) ... Harry Kazianis 

The United States is working hard to recalibrate its 
national security strategy with an Asia-Pacific focus. If China 
can act boldly, it has multiple avenues for countering it. 

For the past several months, the United States has been 
busy promoting its “pivot” toward the Asia-Pacific and Indo-
Pacific regions. Free from conflict in Iraq, and with the 
winding down of its involvement in Afghanistan apparently 
accelerating, the U.S. now has more freedom to focus its 

strategic muscle on this dynamic part of the world. Through 
pronouncements in the press, and with some carefully crafted 
diplomatic and strategic jockeying, the United States is 
gradually reasserting itself in the region. 

Such a shift is no surprise to anyone who has been 
following recent geopolitical events. Militarily, the United 
States made its intentions clear in the 2007 Maritime Strategy 
report under the George W. Bush administration. While still 
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engaged in two wars in the Middle East, U.S security planners 
were still crafting a change of strategy well before the 
withdrawal of forces in Iraq and Afghanistan had been 
finalized. 

In March 2011, U.S. Secretary of State Hillary Clinton all 
but declared that a new game was afoot. “We are in a 
competition for influence with China,” she told the U.S. 
Senate Foreign Relations Committee. “Let’s put aside the 
humanitarian, do-good side of what we believe in. Let's just 
talk straight realpolitik. We are in competition with China.” 

Such a shift makes sense for a number of reasons. The 
Asia-Pacific and Indo-Pacific regions are home to some of the 
world’s fastest growing economies. With America’s 
precarious economic position, gaining access to such markets 
offers the prospect of more American jobs and a boost to a 
still sluggish economy. 

But it’s hard to escape the reality that China is the key 
reason for the U.S. refocusing. With the United States having 
spent the better part of the last decade fighting conflicts in the 
Middle East, China has meanwhile gone to great lengths to 
enhance its strategic position in East Asia. Beijing has steadily 
increased its armed forces budget over the last decade. With 
its advances in anti-access weapons and asymmetrical arms, 
U.S. forces are, according to one scholar, “On the wrong side 
of physics.” While U.S. military forces outgun their Chinese 
rivals, recent studies suggest China’s military budget will 
double by 2015, meaning a China-centric strategy makes 
sense. 

Still, it’s important not to overstate the speed with which 
the U.S. pivot – and the associated China concerns – have 
taken place. The fact is that U.S. -China tensions aren’t 
exactly new. Indeed, seemingly lost in the aftermath of the 
September 11 attacks is the fact that the United States and 
China faced off in the Taiwan Strait in 1996 and in 2001 over 
an aircraft collision near Hainan Island. In The Diplomat last 
May, Frank Ching correctly pointed out, “Bush himself had 
already repudiated the Clinton administration’s policy of 
forging a strategic partnership with China, calling Beijing a 
strategic competitor, rather than a strategic partner.” Several 
days after the return of its EP-3 surveillance crew, the U.S. 
offered Taiwan a massive arms package. With tensions 
brewing “shifts in attitudes in both nations seem to be pointing 
to a showdown.” 

So how could – and should – China respond? Beijing 
certainly has a number of diplomatic, military and strategic 
tools at his disposal if it wishes to negate U.S. plans, and 
Beijing policymakers must be prepared for any flare-ups over 
Taiwan, the South China Sea or on trade issues. 

A good start would be for China to rebuild goodwill with 
its neighbors by showing some flexibility over regional 
disputes. Above all, China would do well to consider a 
multilateral framework to resolve the territorial disputes in the 
South China Sea. With significant natural resources and 
fishing rights at stake, every nation in the region has an 
interest in resolving such issues peacefully. China would be 
much better served by rethinking its expansive claims and 
committing to a peaceful negotiated settlement to all 
outstanding issues. China could also strongly suggest, via 
diplomatic channels that extend beyond current measures in 
place, that claimant nations do more to explore the joint 
development of important natural resources in disputed areas. 
Some progress has been made here, but all claimants deserve 

to know how much potential wealth there is beneath the sea, 
and how much it would cost to develop such resources. A 
carefully crafted and clear strategy could win China key allies 
in the region. 

One of the reasons many in the Asia-Pacific welcome the 
U.S. pivot is the ambiguity of Chinese intentions. Beyond the 
eloquent but often meaningless pronouncements of a “peaceful 
rise,” a lack of transparency, especially over the military, 
leaves diplomats in the region wondering about China’s real 
ambitions. China’s neighbors look at new weapons platforms 
such as aircraft carriers and anti-ship missiles and court the 
United States as a balancer to complement their own military 
capabilities. Beijing could ease tensions by boosting the 
exchange of military officers with countries like Vietnam and 
the Philippines, and conducting joint military operations. 
Nothing creates a sense of stability and reassurance like 
transparency. 

Attempts must also be made to reduce tensions with 
China’s largest regional competitor, India. Beijing could start 
by launching a serious diplomatic effort to engage India in 
resolving long standing border issues that have plagued 
relations for far too long. This may mean China taking the 
initiative with New Delhi. Progress has been maderecently, 
but with India seemingly moving to upgrade its military 
capabilities and considering eyeing closer relations with the 
United States, it’s in China’s own interests to show that New 
Delhi doesn’t need to turn to the U.S. for support. If this 
means downgrading its “all-weather friendship” with Pakistan, 
then so be it. 

But China should also look outside the Asia-Pacific and 
Indo-Pacific region to ensure the U.S. pivot doesn’t turn into 
encirclement. Robust support of Europe in its time of crisis 
would be a useful step, and while Chinese investment in 
places like Africa and Latin America is controversial, it is 
often far more complex than portrayed in the Western media. 

So far, Chinese leaders have only paid lip service to 
assisting Europe. But how could China come to the EU’s aid? 
Fareed Zakaria has an interesting idea on this very issue. “The 
International Monetary Fund could go to the leading holders 
of such reserves – China, but also Japan, Brazil and Saudi 
Arabia – and ask for a $750 billion line of credit. The IMF 
would then extend that credit to the troubled EU economies, 
but insist on closely monitoring economic reforms, granting 
funds only as restructuring occurs,” he argues. “That credit 
line would more than cover the borrowing costs of both Italy 
and Spain for two years. The IMF terms would ensure that the 
two nations remained under pressure to reform and set up 
conditions for growth.” 

So where does China fit in exactly? “(Now), the Chinese 
would have to devote at least half the funds. What's in it for 
them? A new global role. This could be the spur to giving 
China a much larger say at the IMF. In fact, it might be 
necessary to make clear that Christine Lagarde would be the 
last non-Chinese head of the organization.” 

Leading a rescue package for Europe would grant China a 
greatly enhanced global role no military advances or diplomat 
maneuvers could supplant, while helping to safeguard one of 
its largest markets would help underpin China’s economic 
growth. 

Still, China is understandably unlikely to abandon its 
military advances in favor of diplomatic praise. With this in 
mind, though, it would be best served by focusing its military 
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capital on further developing its Anti-Access/Area Denial 
(A2/AD) strategy. Dedicating massive financial recourses to 
second-hand aircraft carriers with limited capabilities, or 
creating new carries that will take years to develop, could 
eventually look like an expensive folly compared to an 
effective and focused A2/AD strategy. China’s resources 
would be better served further creating and developing 
capable and ultra quiet next generation Air Independent 
Propulsion (AIP) diesel submarines for deployment in and 
around Taiwan and the South China Sea and fully developing 
anti-ship ballistic missile technology like the DF-21D. 

A focus on A2/AD tactics and weapons, combined with 
the natural advantages of fighting in its home territory, is 
already proving a challenge to U.S. strategists with naval 
forces invested in increasingly vulnerable carrier battle 
groups. With America looking to cut its military budget and 
still maintain significant forces in the Asia-Pacific through 
operational concepts like “Air-Sea Battle,” just being able to 
afford to stay the course may be China’s best military strategy. 

All this is easier said than done. But steps such as reining 
in the country’s self-defeating propaganda machine, including 
jingoistic op-eds in the Global Times, would cost little – 
ifChina is to respond to international concerns, then it needs to 
utilize all means at its disposal, and that doesn’t just mean 
hardware or even diplomats. Catchphrases like “mutual 
interest” and “peaceful rise” are no longer convincing (if 
indeed they ever were) and need to be retired. 

China has many potential tools with which to negate the 
U.S. strategy. Deploying and sticking to such a approach will 
be a challenge for sure, especially with the coming transition 
to a new generation of leaders later this year. China may or 
may not aspire to global leadership – the burden of leadership 
is never easy to bear after all. But if it wants to avoid being 
encircled by the United States’ deft pivot to the region in the 
long run, then it would be well-advised to undertake a 
comprehensive revamp of all tools at its disposal, however 
hard that might feel in the short term. 
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63. Okinawa Deal Good For Hawaii 
(HONOLULU STAR-ADVERTISER 25 FEB 12) ... Editorial 

As the Obama administration responds to China's military 
modernization, it should come as no surprise that Hawaii will 
serve as a base for some of the 8,000 Marines departing 
Okinawa. Even with proposed tightening in the Pentagon 
budget, Hawaii's strategic role as a principal military portal to 
Asia will be maintained for the foreseeable future, according 
to senior U.S. Sen. Daniel K. Inouye. 

That’s good news. Such a commitment will not only help 
our recovering economy, but maintain Hawaii’s position of 
importance where the action is — with the Asian and Pacific 
nations that are growing in power and influence. 

Japan and the United States were pressured to renegotiate 
a 2006 agreement to remove 8,000 Marines and their families 
from Okinawa — which is host to nearly half of the 50,000 
U.S. troops stationed in Japan — to Guam. Inouye now says 
about 4,000 will go to Guam, and the remainder reportedly are 
destined for Australia, Hawaii and possibly the Philippines. 

Inouye told the Star-Advertiser this week that the question 
remains of whether the troops transferred to Hawaii will be 
rotating or permanent, the latter of which would require more 
infrastructure, such as schools. Long-term indications suggest 
the latter is likely, although Inouye said that decision has not 
been made. Certainly their arrival on our shores will be 
welcome. 

In a major policy statement last month, President Barack 
Obama said, “Over the long term, China’s emergence as a 
regional power will have the potential to affect the U.S. 
economy and our security in a variety of ways.” High among 
the considerations is “the growth of China’s military power,” 
he suggested. 

Soon afterward, Navy Adm. Jonathan Greenert, chief of 
naval operations, told more than 500 soldiers at Pearl Harbor, 
“The focus of this department in the future is the Asia-Pacific 
region, where you are. I look at Hawaii and I say it’s the 
gateway — it’s the most strategic base — out into the Asia-
Pacific.” He said the shift partly results from the U.S. 
drawdown in the Middle East and a declining defense budget. 

Greenert told reporters that ships and aircraft deployments 
in the Pacific would remain at current levels or be increased, 
along with efforts involving unmanned equipment, 
cybersecurity and electronic warfare — “the culmination of all 
of our capabilities to get the complete picture.” 

China observers say its military modernization effort, 
which began in the 1990s, is aimed at asserting or defending 
China’s territorial claims in the South China Sea and East 
China Sea. It includes enforcing China’s claimed right to 
regulate foreign military activities in its 200-mile maritime 
exclusive economic zone while protecting its maritime routes, 
according to a Congressional Research Service report. 

Of course, flexing muscles is not the only way to deal 
with the neighbors. Any military conflict between the U.S. and 
China seems highly unlikely because of the two countries’ 
economic dependence on each other. That’s a good thing, too; 
it’s a dependence that can foster closer economic and cultural 
ties. 

For Hawaii, that means encouraging tourism to the United 
States by newly wealthy Chinese, a huge potential for the 
state’s travel industry — and another constructive way to 
project our influence across the wide Pacific. 
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64. Don't Assume The Sub Base Is Forever 
(NEW LONDON DAY 25 FEB 12) ... Editorial 

Despite reassurances from outgoing U.S. Sen. Joe 
Lieberman, there are reasons to be concerned that the 
Pentagon may yet again target the Naval Submarine Base in 

Groton for closing. And there are certainly reasons to be 
diligent. 

While Washington lawmakers are initially showing 
resistance to the president's call for beginning a Base 
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Realignment and Closure (BRAC) process (in fact the 
administration proposes two, one in 2013 and another in 
2015), as pressure increases to address the nation's growing 
deficit, Congress will likely embrace sizable defense cuts and 
closing bases can achieve them. Expect an odd coalition of 
fiscal conservatives and liberals hoping to save social 
programs from deep cuts to emerge and authorize a BRAC. 

The process is a dangerous one for lawmakers, who could 
find themselves explaining to constituents why they lost a base 
in their backyard. Once a base is on the Pentagon's closure list, 
it can only be saved if the independent base closure 
commission removes it. After the commission finalizes the 
list, Congress votes the entire package up or down. Congress 
created the process knowing that without it the party in control 
would cherry pick bases in favored districts off the list, 
military value aside. 

The Groton base avoided closing in 2005 after a 
bipartisan effort by state political leaders and their partners in 
the private sector persuaded the closure commission of the 
base's military value and its important relationship with 
submarine manufacturer Electric Boat. 

In a meeting with our editorial board on Thursday, Sen. 
Lieberman, who is not seeking re-election in November, said 
he considered the odds of the base finding itself on a BRAC 
list as low. Reassuring Sen. Lieberman were conservations he 
had with Adm. John Greenert, chief of naval operations, in 
which the admiral reiterated the long-term military importance 
of the base. 

Yet as pressure grows to find ways to trim the growth of 
defense spending, the Pentagon may well have to sacrifice 
weapon systems and facilities that, while militarily important, 
are less important than others. With the rise of China, attention 
is shifting to the Asia-Pacific. The Pentagon could potentially 
see three east coast bases as an unaffordable luxury. The other 
facilities are the Naval Station Norfolk in Virginia and Naval 
Submarine Base Kings Bay in Georgia. 

That's the concern. The good news is that this region is in 
a far better position to make a case for the Groton base than it 
was during the last BRAC process. Since the last round of 
closings more than $150 million has been spent to improve the 
facility, including unprecedented contributions by the state. 
Connecticut has an Office of Military Affairs to help make its 
case, an office that did not exist last time, and a consulting 
firm ready to work Pentagon channels. 

More than 30 people Thursday attended a meeting of the 
reformed Subase Coalition, showing Connecticut and the 
region are ready to take a proactive approach, in contrast to 
the scramble to form a coalition after the surprise news of the 
base's appearance on the closure list last time. Rep. Joe 
Courtney sits on the Armed Services Committee in the House, 
Sen. Richard Blumenthal on the same committee in the 
Senate. 

We would like to learn Sen. Lieberman had it right, the 
odds are long and Groton never appears on the closure list. 
But as even he cautioned, its best to be prepared and it appears 
the state and region are. 
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65. Proud To Serve 
(WASHINGTON POST 26 FEB 12) ... Jason Ullner 

I am a federal bureaucrat. A professional government 
employee. And guess what? I’m damn proud of it. 

It seems that all I hear these days are the once and future 
leaders of our country tripping over themselves to denigrate 
the work we do. I’m tired of it, and I’m fed up. I don’t claim 
to represent anyone other than myself, but I would bet that a 
fair number of federal employees feel as I do. We are lawyers, 
doctors, PhD students, economists, writers, electricians, 
construction workers, security officers and technology 
specialists. We are not a drain on the national economy; 
rather, we are a primary reason why the United States remains 
as great as it is. 

Like many federal workers, I have sacrificed: a high-
paying job in the private sector; a year of my life (and the first 
six months of my daughter’s life) spent in Iraq; long hours; 
high stress; pay freezes. I’m not complaining; in fact, I quite 
enjoy my career and my life in the Foreign Service. Yet when 
I hear our politicians talking about “fixing” Washington, I 
often wonder to myself: whom would they like to “fix?” Is it 
the guy I see on the Metro every day, heading to work at the 
Food and Drug Administration to ensure that our food is safe? 
Is it the woman going into Commerce Department 
headquarters to support U.S. companies abroad? Or do they 
mean the thousands of people who support our troops 
overseas? How about my fellow Foreign Service officers, who 
put themselves in harm’s way in Baghdad, Kabul, Damascus 
and hundreds of other places around the world? 

I have no doubt that some within the federal bureaucracy 
simply show up each day to collect a paycheck. I also have no 

doubt that this happens within any number of multinational 
corporations, small businesses and law firms. But I know for a 
fact that most of us do this job not because we want to make a 
lot of money but because, simply put, we want to serve our 
country. 

There was a time, not long ago, when government service 
was seen as a higher calling. That’s the reason I decided to 
join the State Department in 2005 — not because I wanted job 
security or good health benefits, but because I wanted to 
devote my life to making this country stronger, to making the 
world a better, safer place and to have a career I was proud of. 
Seven years later, I still get excited to come to work every 
morning. I still get a thrill when I enter the State Department 
and see the flags of every nation with which we have 
diplomatic relations. And I certainly get chills each and every 
time I see the U.S. flag on one of our embassies. I’m fairly 
sure I am not the only federal employee who feels this way. 

So to all our politicians, I implore you: Stop using the 
government workforce as a political football. Just stop. It 
demeans you, it demoralizes us, and it is counterproductive to 
drive away the best and brightest from working for the 
betterment of this country. 

We don’t do our jobs for glory, or money or power. We 
do them — and do them well — because we take pride in our 
work and pride in representing the United States of America. 

The author is a career Foreign Service Officer who has 
served in Tel Aviv, Baghdad and Washington. 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. CNO, NNOA Celebrate Diversity In Navy 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 27 JUL 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Deven B. King 

NEW ORLEANS – Chief of Naval Operations Adm. Jonathan Greenert discussed the history and future of Navy diversity during 
the 2012 National Naval Officers Association (NNOA) Professional Development and Training Conference Navy Day Luncheon in 
New Orleans July 26. 

 
2. CNO Holds All Hands Call At Pensacola Training Center 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 27 JUL 12) ... Steve Vanderwerff, Naval Education and Training Command Public Affairs 

PENSACOLA, Fla. – The Chief of Naval Operations held an all hands meeting at Naval Air Technical Training Center (NATTC) 
on board Naval Air Station (NAS) Pensacola July 26. 

 
3. The Rigor Behind Costing Of The Navy’s 30-Year Shipbuilding Plan 
(NAVY LIVE BLOG 26 JUL 12) ... Sean Stackley and Vice. Adm. John T. Blake 

Based on a report issued by the Congressional Budget Office (CBO), there has been media reporting and discussion about the cost 
estimating methodology used by the Navy to forecast over the 30-year shipbuilding plan. 

 
4. New And Expanded Programs Will Place Sailors In Critical Sea Billets, Ensure Readiness 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 26 JUL 12) ... Chief of Naval Personnel Public Affairs 

WASHINGTON -- The Navy is aggressively addressing gaps at sea and working to place Sailors with the right experience levels 
and skill sets into high-priority Fleet billets via several new and expanded initiatives announced, July 26. 

 
5. Christening Set For Ship Named For 9/11 Site 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 26 JUL 12) ... Janet McConnaughey 

NEW ORLEANS — The USS Somerset, which will be christened Saturday, is the last of three Navy ships named for 9/11 attack 
sites and embodies many reminders of that fateful day. 

 
6. Navy Week: SD Man Keeping Ship Shape 
(KLDT NBC SIOUX FALLS 26 JUL 12) ... Jeff Rusack 

Almost everything moves aboard an aircraft carrier from the radars, powerful enough to disrupt the signals in our camera, to the 
gun mounts on the stern of the ship. 

 

CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
7. George Washington Returns To Yokosuka For Mid-Patrol Break 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 26 JUL 12) ... Lt. Cmdr. James Stockman, USS George Washington Public Affairs 

YOKOSUKA, Japan -- The U.S. Navy's only forward-deployed aircraft carrier returned to its forward-operating port at Fleet 
Activities Yokosuka, July 26, to conclude the first half of its 2012 patrol. 

 
8. U.S. Navy's Hospital Ship To Arrive In Cambodia's Sea Port For Humanitarian Actions 
(XINHUA NEWS AGENCY (CHINA) 26 JUL 12) 

The United States Navy Military Sealift Command's hospital ship USNS Mercy (T-AH 19) is scheduled to dock at the 
Sihanoukville Autonomous Port on Sunday this week in order to provide free medical, dental, veterinary and engineering assistance to 
communities throughout Cambodia, according to a press release from the U.S. Embassy on Thursday. 
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9. Practice. Practice. Practice! 
Preparing For Counter Mine Operations: IMCMEX 2012 
(SECOND LINE OF DEFENSE 26 JUL 12) ... Scott C. Truver 

Approached in a Manhattan street by an obviously lost tourist who asked, “Pardon me, sir, but how to I get to Carnegie Hall?”, 
virtuoso pianist Arthur Rubenstein replied, “Practice…practice…practice!” 

 

GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
10. Australia's Defence Minister Attends RIMPAC 
More than 1,100 Australian defence personnel are taking part in 2012 RIMPAC. 
(AUSTRALIAN BROADCASTING CORPORATION 26 JUL 12) ... Fran Kelly 

The Rim of the Pacific exercise is the world's largest maritime training exercise and is hosted by the United States Navy's Pacific 
Command. 

 
11. China's Hawks Gaining Sway In South China Sea Dispute 
(REUTERS 25 JUL 12) ... David Lague 

HONG KONG -- China has adopted a more aggressive stance in recent weeks on territorial disputes in the South China Sea as 
hard-line officials and commentators call on Beijing to take a tougher line with rival claimants. 

 
12. China Appoints Officers To New South China Sea Garrison 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 27 JUL 12) 

BEIJING -- China has appointed military officers at a newly-established garrison in the South China Sea, state media reported 
Friday, the country's latest step to bolster claims to disputed islands in the area. 

 
13. Noda Hints at Using SDF To Defend Senkaku Islands 
(ASAHI SHIMBUN 27 JUL 12) 

Prime Minister Yoshihiko Noda indicated that Japan may resort to using military force to defend its territory, including the 
disputed Senkaku Islands in the East China Sea. 

 
14. 'Chinese Boats Spotted Near Pag-Asa Island Only Seeking Shelter' 
(PHILIPPINE STAR 26 JUL 12) ... Alexis Romero 

MANILA, Philippines - Naval forces in Palawan will ask Chinese fishing vessels who have entered Philippine territory to leave 
once the weather improves, an official said Thursday. 

 
15. Iranian Threat To Navy Grows 
Tehran expands arsenal in gulf U.S. might suffer losses in a conflict’s first hours 
(WASHINGTON POST 27 JUL 12) ... Joby Warrick 

Iran is rapidly gaining new capabilities to strike at U.S. warships in the Persian Gulf, amassing an arsenal of sophisticated anti-
ship missiles while expanding its fleet of fast-attack boats and submarines, U.S. and Middle Eastern analysts say. 

 
16. Russian Warships In Mediterranean ‘Not Engaged In Syria Tasks’ 
(RIA NOVOSTI 26 JUL 12) 

SEVASTOPOL -- Russian warships in the Mediterranean are preparing for naval drills due in September, and are not carrying out 
any military tasks in Syria, Rear Admiral Alexander Fedosenkov, a Black Sea Fleet commander, said on Thursday. 

 
17. Russia to Build New Aircraft Carrier After 2020 
(RIA NOVOSTI 26 JUL 12) 

MOSCOW -- Russia will begin building new aircraft carriers after 2020, Russian navy chief Viktor Chirkov said on Thursday, in 
a major boost to Moscow's ability to deploy air power abroad. 

 
18. South African Navy Seeks Mine Countermeasures System 
(JANE'S DEFENCE WEEKLY 26 JUL 12) ... Helmoed-Römer Heitman 

PRETORIA -- The South African armaments acquisition agency, Armscor, has issued a request for information (RfI) on behalf of 
the South African Navy for an "organic core sea mine warfare" system that will provide a full range of capabilities and can be 
expanded. 

 

   



 3

PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
19. 'Shipmates To Workmates' Announces Hiring Event 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 26 JUL 12) ... Naval Sea Systems Command Public Affairs 

HAMPTON, Va. -- The Shipmates-to-Workmates program, in partnership with the U.S. Chamber of Commerce and other 
agencies, will host a hiring fair at the Hampton Roads Convention Center, Aug. 2, to connect veterans with meaningful employment. 

 
20. Sequestration Could Mean Another 100K-Troop Cut 
(NAVY TIMES 26 JUL 12) ... Rick Maze 

The possibility that sequestration could lead to an additional reduction of 100,000 active-duty troops has been seized upon by a 
key House Republican as the newest reason why the Defense Department needs special protection from across-the-board cuts. 

 
21. Defense Cuts Could Hit Civilian Workforce 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 26 JUL 12) ... Donna Cassata 

WASHINGTON — Tens of thousands of civilian employees in the Defense Department could receive warnings about potential 
layoffs four days before the November election if impending spending cuts aren't averted, hitting presidential battleground states such 
as Virginia and Florida hard. 

 
22. DoD Extends Civilian Hiring Restrictions Through 2018 
(FEDERAL NEWS RADIO 27 JUL 12) ... Jared Serbu 

The Defense Department intends to continue a wide-ranging freeze on the growth of its civilian workforce for at least six more 
years, according to documents the Pentagon drafted in preparation for the budget proposal it will release next year. 

 
23. Naval Shipyards Honored As 21st Century Trailblazers And Innovators 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 26 JUL 12) ... Puget Sound and Norfolk Naval Shipyards Public Affairs 

WASHINGTON -- The U.S. Department of Labor will recognize Puget Sound Naval Shipyard and Intermediate Maintenance 
Facility (PSNS & IMF) and Norfolk Naval Shipyard's (NNSY) apprentice programs, as 21st Century Registered Apprenticeship 
Trailblazers and Innovators, Aug. 1, in Washington, D.C. 

 
24. Payne Assumes Command Of Joint Region Marianas 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 27 JUL 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Corwin Colbert, Joint Region Marianas Public 
Affairs 

ASAN, Guam -- Rear Adm. Tilghman D. Payne relieved Rear Adm. Paul J. Bushong as Commander, Joint Region Marianas 
(JRM) during a change of command ceremony at Flag Circle in Asan, Guam, July 27. 

 
25. Navy Medical Service Corps 
(KHON FOX HONOLULU 26 JUL 12) 

The Navy Medical Service Corps will be celebrating its 65th birthday next week. Lt. Cmdr. David Lang, director for 
administration, joined WakeUp2Day to discuss the corps. 

 
26. Naval Officer With Ties To Clifton Park Recounts Accounts Of Japanese Tsunami And Somali 
Pirates 
(THE SARATOGIAN (NY) 26 JUL 12) ... Glenn Griffith 

CLIFTON PARK — A U.S. Navy officer with close ties to Saratoga County has returned to the area with first-hand accounts of 
dealing with Somali pirates and the aftermath of the tsunami in Japan. 

 
27. Family Members Reunite On Ike 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 26 JUL 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Brian Reynolds, Enterprise Carrier Strike Group 
Public Affairs 

USS ENTERPRISE, At Sea -- Twenty-one crew members from aircraft carrier USS Enterprise (CVN 65) took a carrier on board 
delivery (COD) flight to aircraft carrier USS Dwight D. Eisenhower (CVN 69) today to reunite with family members currently serving 
aboard Ike. 

 
28. Sexual Assaults Plague Military After Decades Of Reform 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 26 JUL 12) ... David Lerman 

Air Force Staff Sergeant Luis Walker called the woman identified in court as “Airman 9” into his office and asked her to close the 
door. 
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FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
29. CBO Again Disputes Navy Shipbuilding Costs 
(DEFENSE NEWS 26 JUL 12) ... Christopher P. Cavas 

The yearly price tag to carry out the Navy’s latest 30-year shipbuilding plan comes to about $20 billion, a new congressional 
report said, more than $3 billion a year above the Navy’s projections. 

 
30. Insiders: GOP Won’t Stop Pentagon’s Green-Energy Push 
(NATIONAL JOURNAL 25 JUL 12) ... Olga Belogolova 

Republicans in both the House and Senate this year have proposed cutting funds for alternative-energy programs in the defense 
authorization bill. But these efforts won’t gain much traction, National Journal’s Energy & Environment Insiders say. 

 
31.  ‘Policy Uncertainty’ Could Choke Development Of Military Biofuel 
(NATIONAL DEFENSE 26 JUL 12) ... Sandra I. Erwin 

Congressional antagonism toward the Pentagon’s biofuels program is raising concerns about the future of private-sector 
investments in alternative energy. 

 
32. Navy Is Moving Ahead On The Green Fleet As Secretary Denies Claims On Cost 
(COLORADO GREEN ENERGY EXAMINER 26 JUL 12) ... Robert Bowen 

Secretary of the Navy Ray Mabus said today that the Navy is moving forward on its Green Fleet despite attempts by Sen. John 
McCain, House Republicans, and oil companies to stop it. Senator McCain and other Senators are pushing a provision to the Defense 
budget that will prohibit the military from purchasing any biofuels. 

 
33. Navy Ship Has Strong Connection To Region 
(JOHNSTOWN (PA) TRIBUNE DEMOCRAT 26 JUL 12) ... Randy Griffith 

SOMERSET — When the USS Somerset motors out of Avondale, La., shipyards following Saturday’s christening, it will carry 
more from this county than just its name. 

 
34. K-MAX Cargo UAS Exceeds Expectations In Afghanistan Test 
(DEFENSE TECH 26 JUL 12) ... Mike Hoffman 

Marine Corps and Navy aviation leaders have fallen over themselves praising Lockheed Martin’s cargo resupply unmanned aerial 
vehicle (CRUAS) in its first test deployment to Afghanistan that ended this summer. 

 
35. Lockheed Seeks Employee Ideas To Fight Soaring F-35 Costs 
(FORT WORTH STAR-TELEGRAM 26 JUL 12) ... Barry Shlachter, Sandra Baker and Jim Fuquay 

Lockheed Martin Aeronautics is looking to its employees — some of them, anyway — for a few good ideas on how to cut the 
cost of developing and producing the F-35 Joint Strike Fighter. 

 
36. U.S., Lockheed Reach Deal On Israeli F-35s 
(REUTERS 26 JUL 12) ... Andrea Shalal-Esa 

WASHINGTON -- The Pentagon has reached an agreement with Lockheed Martin Corp on a $450 million program to enhance 
electronic warfare equipment on the F-35 fighter jet, and integrate Israeli-unique systems beginning in 2016, according to sources 
familiar with the negotiations. 

 
37. Military Cyberleaders Fear Sequestration Cuts 
(NATIONAL DEFENSE 26 JUL 12) ... Yasmin Tadjdeh 

The leaders of the four service’s cybercommands fear that progress made building defenses against network attacks could be 
threatened by sequestration. 

 
38. Senate Bill Requires Report From Obama On Automatic Cuts 
(THE HILL 26 JUL 12) ... Ramsey Cox 

The Senate passed a bill requiring President Obama to give Congress a report on the sequestration cuts. 
 

BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
39. Deputy Commander, Navy Region Northwest Brings Navy To America's Heartland 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 26 JUL 12) ... Jennifer Cunningham, Navy Region Northwest Public Affairs 

SCOTTSBLUFF, Neb. -- Deputy Commander, Navy Region Northwest, wrapped up the first part of his five-day visit to the states 
of Nebraska and Wyoming, July 24, by meeting with business, civic and educational leaders in America's Heartland. 
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40. Helping Veterans Help Themselves By Helping Others 
Nonprofit dedicated to transitioning ex-members of post-9/11 military to civilian employment through 
community service to hold orientation in Chicago this weekend 
(CHICAGO TRIBUNE 27 JUL 12) ... Mitch Smith 

Jeffrey Hall knows the look of an empty pantry. 
 

41. NAVSEA Commander Addresses Industry At The Navy Now Forum 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 26 JUL 12) ... Naval Sea Systems Command 

WASHINGTON -- Commander, Naval Sea Systems Command, Vice Adm. Kevin McCoy, was the keynote speaker at the 
Association of the United States Navy (AUSN) Navy Now Forum Luncheon, July 24, in Washington D.C. 

 
42. 150 Companies Expected At Military-Focused Job Fair 
(WVEC ABC NORFOLK 26 JUL 12) ... Mike Gooding 

HAMPTON ROADS -- The unemployment rate among military veterans is decreasing, but many say, not fast enough. Next 
week, about 150 companies are coming to Hampton Roads in hopes of changing the situation. 

 
43. Governors To Urge Japan, U.S. To Not Fly Ospreys Until Confirmed Safe 
(KYODO NEWS 27 JUL 12) 

TOKYO -- A group of 14 governors from prefectures across Japan that host U.S. bases decided Friday to urge the Japanese and 
U.S. governments not to fly the Osprey transport aircraft that arrived Monday at a U.S. base in western Japan before their safety has 
been confirmed. 

 
44. Pentagon Eyes 2 Alternative Plans For Futenma Relocation 
(MAINICHI DAILY NEWS 27 JUL 12) 

WASHINGTON -- A third-party report on the realignment of U.S. forces in the Asia-Pacific region has come up with two 
alternative plans in case of failure to implement a Japan-U.S. accord to relocate the U.S. Marine Corps' Air Station Futenma in 
Okinawa Prefecture. 

 

NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
45. McRaven: Special Operations More Than Just Combat 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 26 JUL 12) ... Claudette Roulo 

ASPEN, Colo. – The nation expects special operations forces to be successful every time they are called upon, but they’re not 
wholly about combat, the commander of U.S. Special Operations Command said here yesterday during a discussion moderated by 
CNN’s Wolf Blitzer at the Aspen Institute’s annual security forum. 

 
46. Integrated Health Records Still Years Away 
Integrated VA-DoD Health Record at Least 5 Years Away 
(MILITARY UPDATE 26 JUL 12) ... Tom Philpott 

House committees on armed services and veterans affairs held a joint hearing Wednesday to review details of President Obama's 
plan to improve the Transition Assistance Program (TAP) for separating and retiring military members, with a kind of five-to-seven-
day "reverse boot camp" available by late 2013 to smooth transition to civilian life and employment. 

 
47. Troops To Get $12 Million In SCRA Settlement 
(NAVY TIMES 26 JUL 12) ... Karen Jowers 

Capital One has agreed to pay $12 million in damages to about 4,000 service members related to wrongful foreclosures and 
repossessions of homes, and denial of the 6-percent interest rate reduction for pre-service debts required under the Servicemembers’ 
Civil Relief Act, the Justice Department announced Thursday. 

 
48. A Piece Of The Pentagon, Frozen In Time 
Renovators set aside a small swath of the massive building to preserve its history 
(WASHINGTON POST 27 JUL 12) ... Steve Vogel 

In the summer of 2009, as the multiyear, multibillion-dollar renovation of the Pentagon rushed toward its conclusion, building 
supervisors confronted a sobering thought: By 2011, almost nothing would remain of the historic military headquarters’ original 
interior. 
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OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
49. Trucks, Not Limos 
An American admiral calls for new military thinking and questions stealth technology 
(THE ECONOMIST 28 JUL 12) 

Senior serving officers in any country’s armed forces tend to shun public controversy. But Admiral Jonathan Greenert, America’s 
chief of naval operations, has stoked it in the latest issue of a specialist journal. His article appeared to question the value of the stealth 
technologies that underpin the biggest weapons project in history, the vast and costly F-35 Joint Strike Fighter programme. 

 
50. Risks Of War 
Beware the factors that could draw in the U.S. 
(PITTSBURGH POST-GAZETTE 27 JUL 12) ... Editorial 

Four factors, including two in American politics, raise the risk of the country being dragged into another war between now and 
the end of the year. 

 
51. New Garrison, Old Troubles In The South China Seas 
(TIME 26 JUL 12) ... Kirk Spitzer 

TOKYO – China’s newest military garrison in the contentious South China Sea is largely a political show and won’t significantly 
raise the threat of armed confrontation in the region. Which is not saying much, since that threat is already darned high and is certain 
to get worse. 

 
52. Navy Has To Get Stronger 
(CHINA DAILY 27 JUL 12) ... Wang Xiaoxuan 

China's coastal defense demands more security from its navy, although it is decades behind its advanced counterparts 
 

53. Sports Sponsorships Allow Armed Forces To Compete 
Military, not Congress, knows what drives its market 
(WASHINGTON TIMES 26 JUL 12) ... Brad Blakeman 

Last week, the House Appropriations Committee voted against an amendment to the Department of Defense authorization bill 
that would have prohibited branches of the U.S. armed forces from investing in sports sponsorships. The act specifically singled out 
sponsorships of “professional or semi-professional motor sports, fishing, wrestling or other sports.” 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. CNO, NNOA Celebrate Diversity In Navy 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 27 JUL 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Deven B. King 

NEW ORLEANS – Chief of Naval Operations Adm. 
Jonathan Greenert discussed the history and future of Navy 
diversity during the 2012 National Naval Officers Association 
(NNOA) Professional Development and Training Conference 
Navy Day Luncheon in New Orleans July 26. 

In his remarks to the nearly 400 attendees, Greenert 
explained current Navy diversity efforts and the important role 
inclusion plays in ensuring the successful future of the Navy. 

“Diversity makes us a better Navy. Those (organizations) 
that are more diverse, out perform those that are not. It’s been 
proven again and again,” said Greenert. 

Retired U.S. Navy Capt. Anthony Barnes, president of 
NNOA agrees with Greenert. 

“Diversity is defined in terms of more than just race and 
gender,” Barnes said. “It’s the diversity of thought you get 
from people who didn’t grow up in the area you grew up in, 
weren’t educated the way you were educated.” 

Greenert gave the example of his experience with Lt. 
Cmdr. Wesley Brown, the first African American graduate of 
the Naval Academy. 

“He would tell you he did nothing special, but he opened 
doors for future generations,” Greenert said. “He brought new 
talents, perspectives and enthusiasm to the Navy. Wesley 
Brown exemplifies the importance of diversity to us.” 

Greenert also offered his views on the importance of 
mentoring in securing future fleet success and the critical role 

affinity organizations like NNOA contribute to Navy diversity 
outreach efforts. 

“Diversity organizations bring us access so we can reach 
out and talk to people who may want to make the Navy a 
career,” Greenert said. “They also help us bring alignment to 
ourselves and bring diversity into our human resources psyche 
and make it second nature on bringing people in.” 

“This is one of the few forums where you can come and 
understand the mission and what diversity brings to the table,” 
Barnes said. 

The 2012 conference theme, “NNOA: Celebrating 40 
Years of Service, Enhancing Diversity in the Sea Service” 
commemorates the 40th anniversary of the NNOA, which is 
the largest African American officer affinity group that fosters 
the advancement and recognition of minority officers in the 
uniformed sea services. 

The conference kicked off in New Orleans July 23 and 
features five days of educational and training development 
sessions, mentoring opportunities and senior service 
leadership presentations. 

Established in 1972, NNOA is an organization composed 
of active duty, reserve and retired officers, academies, 
midshipmen and cadets and interested civilians. NNOA has 
members of all officer ranks. 

Return to Index 
 

2. CNO Holds All Hands Call At Pensacola Training Center 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 27 JUL 12) ... Steve Vanderwerff, Naval Education and Training Command Public Affairs 

PENSACOLA, Fla. – The Chief of Naval Operations held 
an all hands meeting at Naval Air Technical Training Center 
(NATTC) on board Naval Air Station (NAS) Pensacola July 
26. 

After entering NATTC’s huge hangar bay, Adm. Jonathan 
Greenert was welcomed by a crowd of more than 3,700 
Sailors from Pensacola training commands as they recited the 
Sailors Creed. 

Immediately following the Creed Greenert conducted one 
of his favorite things to do, reenlisted three NATTC 
instructors. They were Air-Traffic Controllers 1st Class 
Chablis Mathis, Jevar Williams and Eric English. Then CNO 
quickly rolled into his message to the Sailors. 

“We have got to be ready to fight our nation’s wars, and 
we have to operate forward,” he said. “We are the greatest 
Navy in the world because we operate forward. There is no 
one else who can operate like we do. Many countries try, but 
no one has been able to sustain operations like us. And that 
means you have to be ready physically, mentally and trained 
to do your job.” 

Walking through the audience of young Sailors, Greenert 
discussed a variety of topics including the operational tempo 
of the fleet, force shaping and manning, and education. Some 
of the topics were suggested by postings on the CNO’s 
Facebook page, the first time he has used the social media site 
to garner questions from Sailors prior to an All Hands session. 

Talking about some of his concerns, Greenert said there 
were three things that were problems for the nation, and also 

the Navy – the use of the synthetic drugs like Spice, the 
inappropriate use of alcohol and sexual assaults. 

“Some of you may have heard about synthetic drugs like 
Spice and you say it isn’t illegal. But it is illegal in the Navy 
and we test for it,” said Greenert. “If you get caught using it, 
you will be thrown out.” 

"We also have an issue with sexual assaults in the Navy 
and that's a bad thing," said Greenert. "You've got to look out 
for your shipmates, and look out for situations that may be 
developing and put a stop to them. Many sexual assaults are a 
result of the abuse of alcohol; we need to get a handle on that 
too." 

Following his opening remarks the admiral spent 40 
minutes answering questions from the Sailors about the use of 
bio fuels in the fleet, women in submarine opportunities, new 
aircraft such as the Joint Strike Fighter and P-8s, the fleet of 
the future and what motives him. 

"My motivating factor is working with people like you all 
here at NATTC," said Greenert. "People who are not lazy, 
show up for work, really care about what they are working on, 
dedicated to the point that they will bring innovation to the 
workplace, working for not just money, but because they love 
their country more than themselves." 

Before leaving the hangar, the CNO recognized members 
of the local chapters of the Coalition of Sailors Against 
Destructive Decisions (CSADD), thanking them for their 
dedication to helping eliminate sexual assault among the 
ranks. 
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"I can't think of anything so impressive as someone 
standing up and taking charge of solving a problem - and 
CSAAD does just that," said Greenert. "Their use of 
innovative videos and social media to communicate their 
message of avoiding destructive decisions is outstanding." 

CSADD is a peer mentoring program for active and 
Reserve Sailors, Reserve Officer Training Corps (ROTC) 
candidates, and Junior Reserve Officer Training Corps 
(JROTC) cadets aimed at promoting good decision-making 
and leadership development at the most junior levels.  

“Our chapter is successful because of the support we 
receive from the command and the enthusiasm of its 
members,” said Airman Kevin Montgomery, NATTC CSADD 
President. ”Our chapter always has room for expansion and 
improvement. The key factor is that we don’t want to become 
complacent.” 

For the three petty officers who reenlisted, their ceremony 
held special meaning. 

“It’s a great honor, and definitely a once in a lifetime 
opportunity to have the CNO reenlist me in front of the 
students,” said Mathis. “You need to be committed as an 
instructor, because you are training your relief, and there is a 

great possibility of working with them when you get back to 
the fleet.” 

Petty Officer Williams says he is grateful for the 
opportunity to continue serving and hopes that reenlisting in 
front of the students is a testament to dedication to service. 

“I want these young Sailors to understand that things are 
different after “A” school and reenlisting to reach the 20 year 
mark or more is a testament to that. I hope they can look at the 
three of us and say, ‘I want to be that Sailor one day’,” said 
Williams. “I’m very thankful. I know the Navy uses ‘force 
shaping tools’ to reach their needed end strength, but being 
amongst the Sailors allowed to stay Navy is a great thing.” 

Petty Officer English thinks that the need for quality 
Sailors becoming instructors is always a priority and 
something he takes seriously. 

“Being an instructor can be a stressful tour of duty,” he 
said. “It's a requirement for you to motivate your students. If 
you can't show any passion for what you do, how are you 
going to inspire your class to work hard and accomplish the 
learning objectives? It will never happen. NATTC needs the 
best Sailors the fleet has to offer, or we jeopardize the safety 
of our fellow shipmates and country.” 

Return to Index 
 

3. The Rigor Behind Costing Of The Navy’s 30-Year Shipbuilding Plan 
(NAVY LIVE BLOG 26 JUL 12) ... Sean Stackley and Vice. Adm. John T. Blake 

Based on a report issued by the Congressional Budget 
Office (CBO), there has been media reporting and discussion 
about the cost estimating methodology used by the Navy to 
forecast over the 30-year shipbuilding plan. 

The Navy’s 30-year plan assesses DoN investments in 
battle force ships in three 10-year periods, called near, mid, 
and far-term. The near-term 10-year period (FY13-FY22) 
comprises the FY13-FY17 Future Years Defense Program 
(FYDP) and the next FYDP. The mid-term planning period 
covers the two FYDPs between FY23-FY32, and the far-term 
planning period covers the two FYDPs between FY33-FY42. 
Confidence in cost estimates over these time periods 
inevitably declines over time. Unsurprisingly, then, the 
difference in Navy and CBO forecasts for new ship 
construction increases over time. Depending on the costs 
being considered, CBO’s numbers are 9-11 percent higher in 
the near-term planning period, 11-13 percent higher in the 
mid-term planning period, and 30-33 percent in the far-term. 

The Navy’s confidence in our cost estimates in the FYDP 
(i.e, the current budget window) is extremely high. From 
FY13 through FY17, there is great stability in our shipbuilding 
programs. Pending Congressional approval, DDG 51 and 
Virginia Class submarines will be procured via fixed price 
incentive multiyear contracts. LCS ships are being bought 
under fixed price incentive block buy contracts through FY15 
and it is envisioned follow-on fixed price incentive block buys 
or multiyear contracts will be used. CVN 79 and LHA 8 will 
be procured under fixed price incentive contracts. The Navy’s 
Oiler Replacement (TAOX), as all other auxiliary ships, will 
be procured using fixed price contracts. The stability afforded 
by fixed price, long-term contracts, particularly on these 
mature programs with stable ship configurations lends greater 
confidence in the Navy’s estimates for the first FYDP in the 
near term. In fact, Navy and CBO estimates for this time 
frame are within five percent. 

The second five year period of the near term continues to 
build stable designs of the Virginia, LCS, LHA, TAOX, and 
DDG 51 classes. There are two lead ships that will be 
introduced during the second five years. The Navy is focused 
on balancing requirements with affordability for these and all 
new ship classes. The Navy will begin the LSD replacement in 
FY18. While the design for this ship is not yet finalized 
(analysis is on-going), this is a replacement for the LSD 
41/LSD 49 Class – the cost to build this class of ships is well 
understood. The other lead ship introduced at the end of the 
near-term period is the Ohio Replacement. The Department 
has already established affordability targets for the lead and 
follow Ohio Replacement and is investing Research and 
Development (R&D) in order to meet these targets. 

The focus on stable designs and focus on affordability for 
future platforms is considered in the Navy’s cost estimates for 
the mid and far-term periods, during the mid-term period 
(FY23-FY32), there is relative stability in all classes of ships 
as the Navy continues to build existing designs. Any new 
designs during the mid-term period will also focus on 
affordability and be informed by the class it is intended to 
replace. Clearly, however, uncertainty regarding the future 
requirements, related costs and external factors such as 
escalation, increases during the mid-term. 

The far-term period simply assumes a one for one 
replacement for ships expected to retire in that period. The 
Navy estimates for these ships are based on the cost 
knowledge of today’s ships escalated to the far-term. 

Overall the Navy’s 30-year plan is built upon the 
confidence in our estimates during the next five years and the 
affordability focus placed on our new shipbuilding programs. 
The Navy acknowledges in the 30-year plan that the accuracy 
of its estimates decrease in the mid to far term planning 
periods. However, our 30-year plan provides the best estimate 
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possible balancing stable costs in the near-term and cost 
projections of capability required over time. 

Sean Stackley is the Assistant Secretary of the Navy for 
Research Development & Acquisition. Vice Adm. John T. 

Blake is the deputy chief of naval operations for Integration of 
Capabilities and Resources. 
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4. New And Expanded Programs Will Place Sailors In Critical Sea Billets, Ensure Readiness 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 26 JUL 12) ... Chief of Naval Personnel Public Affairs 

WASHINGTON -- The Navy is aggressively addressing 
gaps at sea and working to place Sailors with the right 
experience levels and skill sets into high-priority Fleet billets 
via several new and expanded initiatives announced, July 26. 

"The Navy is built on three tenets: Warfighting First, 
Operate Forward and Be Ready. These three tenets rely upon 
the Navy having people in warfighting billets," said Vice 
Adm. Scott R. Van Buskirk, Chief of Naval Personnel. "We 
have worked to stabilize the size of the Force over the past 
few years and ensure the right paygrade mix of Sailors in each 
individual rating, but currently nearly one third of our enlisted 
ratings remain undermanned due to perennial retention 
challenges. Combined with our normal numbers of Sailors on 
limited duty, operational deferment, in training and transit, we 
have critical gaps at sea that need to be immediately 
addressed." 

"As our Navy is in ever-increasing demand around the 
world, filling these gap billets at sea has become more 
critical," continued Van Buskirk. "The gapped billets at sea 
that affect our operational readiness often require our most 
senior Sailors, E5 and above, in our undermanned critical 
skills ratings. Although we have significantly improved our 
balance, we must distribute the available Sailors to our top-
priority billets at sea." 

Navy's efforts to ensure high-priority billets at sea are 
manned are a continual focus. Over the past six months, Navy 
introduced several voluntary and structural measures to 
improve at-sea manning, including the Voluntary Sea Duty 
Program (VSDP), expanded Sea Duty Incentive Pay (SDIP), 
adding additional sea duty billets in future years, and 
increasing accessions. While these actions gain traction, Navy 
determined additional measures were necessary to reduce gaps 
in critical skills and needed deckplate leadership on units 
about to deploy. 

To address these sea duty manning challenges, and to 
match the right Sailors who have the right skills with the 
priority jobs at sea, the Navy is utilizing several short- and 
long-term initiatives, including: 

 Changes to Career Management System 
Interactive Detailing or CMS/ID, announced in 
NAVADMIN 226/12. Beginning with the August 
2012 CMS/ID cycle, a single set of sea and shore 
billets, prioritized by U.S. Fleet Forces Command, 
U.S. Pacific Fleet and Navy Personnel Command to 
reflect the highest-priority Fleet billets, will be 
advertised. Detailers will fill all advertised billets 
each cycle, and Fleet readiness will be the ultimate 
factor in filling assignments and this change ensures 
the highest-priority requirements are filled. 

 Limited Directed Detailing, announced in 
NAVADMIN 227/12. Over the next few months, 
Navy will detail selected Sailors with critical skills 

back to operational sea duty early. Under the limited 
directed detailing initiative, Sailors who have 
completed a minimum of 24 months on shore duty 
may be contacted by their detailer and directed back 
to a sea duty assignment prior to their projected 
rotation date. This initiative will target between 200 
and 400 Sailors who have the required critical skills, 
leadership and experience needed at sea now to 
improve manning on Navy's imminent deployers. 

 Chief Petty Officer (CPO) Early Return to Sea 
program, announced in NAVADMIN 230/12. Navy 
will curtail the shore duty of selected senior enlisted 
Sailors of ranks E7 to E9 and detail them back to sea 
to fill operational billets that cannot be filled by 
rotating Sailors. This program is an update to the 
previous CPO to Sea program, and is designed to 
ensure high-priority senior leadership positions at sea 
are manned for operational readiness. 

 Expansion of the Voluntary Sea Duty Program, 
announced in NAVADMIN 229/12. The Navy is 
extending the Voluntary Sea Duty Program for an 
additional year and adding High-Year Tenure waiver 
consideration as an incentive for senior enlisted 
Sailors who volunteer. Originally announced in 
January 2012, and updated in NAVADMIN 205/12, 
VSDP encourages highly-trained and motivated 
Sailors to voluntarily extend their enlistment in their 
current sea duty billet beyond their prescribed sea 
tour, to terminate shore duty and accept new orders to 
a sea duty billet, or to accept back-to-back sea duty 
orders beyond their prescribed sea/shore flow. Other 
benefits of VSDP include; geographic choice and 
stability; PTS deferment; and Sea Duty Incentive 
Pay, when eligible. 

"With programs like Limited Directed Detailing, CPO 
Early Return to Sea, Voluntary Sea Duty Program, and 
changes to CMS/ID, we're aiming to be more aggressive in the 
distribution process. These actions should reduce the short-
notice actions to man high-priority billets, such as cross-
decking and diverts," said Van Buskirk. "I highly encourage 
Sailors to be proactive, speak with their chain of command, 
and consider all the voluntary measures Navy has in place to 
pursue sea duty. Professionally, volunteering may offer 
additional training opportunities, and sustained superior 
performance at sea is the hallmark for top evaluations and 
advancement opportunities." 

Sailors can access more information about CMS/ID 
changes, the Voluntary Sea Duty Program, Limited Directed 
Detailing, and CPO Early Return to Sea at 
http://www.npc.navy.mil. 

Return to Index 
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5. Christening Set For Ship Named For 9/11 Site 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 26 JUL 12) ... Janet McConnaughey 

NEW ORLEANS — The USS Somerset, which will be 
christened Saturday, is the last of three Navy ships named for 
9/11 attack sites and embodies many reminders of that fateful 
day. 

It can attack in war and rescue people in disaster and it's 
made with steel from a huge mining crane that became an icon 
for the Pennsylvania field where one plane came down, said 
Patrick White, president of the Flight 93 Families 
organization. 

White will be among the speakers Saturday at the 
Huntington Ingalls Industries shipyard in suburban Avondale 
when the Somerset, the last of three Navy ships named for 
9/11 attack sites, is christened. It is named for the 
Pennsylvania county where United Airlines Flight 93 crashed 
after passengers rushed the hijackers in the cockpit, killing all 
40 passengers and crew members. 

"For anybody that's been at the crash site, that site speaks 
to you," said White, whose cousin Louis J. Nacke II was on 
Flight 93. "And my hope for this crew is that this vessel that 
will be their home will in a similar way speak to them." 

The $1.2 billion Somerset is the last of three amphibious 
landing docks named after the places where planes seized by 
terrorists crashed on Sept. 11, 2001, killing nearly 3,000 
people. 

The 684-foot-long vessel will have a crew of about 360. 
It's an amphibious transport dock ship, also called a landing 
platform/dock or LPD, designed to launch helicopters, tilt-
rotor aircraft and assault watercraft to bring up to 800 troops 
to shore. 

"It's also able to be first on scene to assist in times of 
disaster and other crises," with huge generators, surgical suites 
and the ability to land large equipment, said White, who 
toured the Somerset and one of its sister ships in January 2011 
with about two dozen members of his group. 

That's about the same number who will be able to attend 
the christening. They'll include David and Peggy Beamer, 
parents of Todd Beamer, whose exhortation "Let's roll!" was 
the signal for the passengers' action. 

The Somerset will be the final ship built at the 74-year-
old shipyard in Avondale. "We'll be delivering the ship in the 
third quarter of 2013," said Irwin F. Edenzon, president of 
Ingalls Shipbuilding. 

Huntington Ingalls Industries Inc., based in Newport 
News, Va., was spun off from defense giant Northrop 
Grumman Corp. About 5,000 people worked at Avondale 
when Northrop Grumman announced the split in 2010; about 
2,600 work there now, Edenzon said. 

Although the shipyard is talking with potential partners, 
plans to close by the end of 2013 have not changed, he said. 

The company's yard in Pascagoula, Miss., will remain 
open. It's building two LPDs and is negotiating with the Navy 
to construct a third vessel. 

The Somerset's sister vessel, USS New York, entered 
service in November 2009. Steel from the rubble of the World 
Trade Center was formed into its 7.5-ton bow stem. 

The USS Arlington, built in Pascagoula, is tentatively 
scheduled for commissioning in March 2013 and will display 
chunks of steel from the Pentagon in a small tribute room, said 
Maryellen Baldwin, executive director for the Navy League in 
Hampton Roads, Va. The room, created with private 
contributions, will include a 9/11 commemorative quilt and 
the history of the previous USS Arlington, a 1960s 
communications relay ship. 

The bow stem of the Somerset was made with steel from 
the bucket of a coal-mining crane called a Marion 7500 
walking dragline. It was the larger of two draglines near the 
crash site, and mining company employees hoisted a big 
American flag from its boom, more than 150 feet in the air, to 
honor Flight 93's passengers and crew. 

"It was a landmark to help people find the temporary 
memorial site. It strip-mined much of the memorial landscape. 
The coal history of the area is, in a sense, being made a part of 
this ship as well," White said. 

Both draglines were bought with plans to include them in 
the memorial. But, White said, before the families bought the 
land where they stood, copper wiring was stolen from their 
inner works and the National Parks Service decided it couldn't 
afford to preserve them. 

Instead, the larger crane's bucket was melted for the bow 
stem. 

He said the ship's steam and lubrication systems include 
about 200 steel valves made in Somerset County. "So there's a 
strong physical presence of Somerset County in the vessel," 
White said. 

David Beamer said he and his wife will attend the 
Somerset's christening to meet and thank some of the people 
who built the ship or will serve on it. 

The ship is a fitting memorial, Beamer said. 
"On that day in Somerset County, 40 free people had an 

opportunity to fight back ... That ship represents in the days 
going forward, a defense for our country, a defense for our 
values, a defense for our freedom." 

Return to Index 
 

6. Navy Week: SD Man Keeping Ship Shape 
(KLDT NBC SIOUX FALLS 26 JUL 12) ... Jeff Rusack 

Almost everything moves aboard an aircraft carrier from 
the radars, powerful enough to disrupt the signals in our 
camera, to the gun mounts on the stern of the ship. 

“All the equipment onboard the ship gets preventative 
maintenance whether it gets greased oiled, inspected or 
cleaned,” said Carl Hall. 

About 11,000 items need to be checked every three 
months and that's not including anything on the fighter jets. 

“After a thousand catapult shots they have to do certain 
maintenance. After a thousand arrests they have to do 
maintenance on the arresting gear,” said Hall. 
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The landing jets put amazing amounts of stress on the 
cables that prevent the planes from shooting off the opposite 
side of the ship. 

“The arresting gear wire runs from anywhere 400 to 
10,000 pounds per square inch,” said Lt. Jeff Dundon. 

The officer managing all the maintenance, right down to 
greasing the arrest cables, once called South Dakota home. 

“It gets me up every morning. It's something new every 
day,” said Carl Hall, a Hot Springs native. Hall has spent 25 
years serving in the Navy but this is the first time working on 
an aircraft carrier. 

“I'm still amazed at how large it is and how much it takes 
to keep this ship moving and going everyday,” said Hall. 

Almost every part on the ship comes down to one thing. 

“Safely and effectively move aircraft, recover aircraft, 
and launch aircraft,” said Dundon. 

While one man plays an important role aboard the USS 
John C. Stennis when it comes to maintaining and aircraft 
carrier, teamwork is vital. 

“The thousands of people who are out there doing what 
they do every day to maintain this ship and make it work, 
they're going to make it last it until it’s fifty years old,” said 
Hall. 

When sailing hundreds of miles from land there aren't any 
mechanics at the next exit, leaving one South Dakotan and his 
team a tall task while underway. 

View Clip (RT: 1:51) 
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CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
7. George Washington Returns To Yokosuka For Mid-Patrol Break 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 26 JUL 12) ... Lt. Cmdr. James Stockman, USS George Washington Public Affairs 

YOKOSUKA, Japan -- The U.S. Navy's only forward-
deployed aircraft carrier returned to its forward-operating port 
at Fleet Activities Yokosuka, July 26, to conclude the first half 
of its 2012 patrol. 

USS George Washington (CVN 73) and its embarked air 
wing, Carrier Air Wing (CVW) 5, traveled more than 10,800 
nautical miles; conducted exercises and operations with the 
Japan Maritime Self-Defense Force (JMSDF) and Republic of 
Korea (ROK) navy; and visited Busan, Republic of Korea 
(ROK), and Hong Kong, since they departed Yokosuka two 
months earlier. 

"The real story today is not about the awesomeness or 
immenseness of this great warship; it's more importantly about 
the men and women who own, maintain and operate the 
equipment day in and day out," said Capt. David A. Lausman, 
George Washington's commanding officer. "The Sailors are 
the true secret weapon and heartbeat of this aircraft carrier. 
They are the reason for George Washington's sustained 
success and ability to quickly answer our country's call 365 
days a year. The crew continues to impeccably represent the 
ideals and strength of our country's forward deployed naval 
force to every country they visit." 

George Washington successfully conducted a trilateral 
(TRILAT) exercise with the JMSDF and ROK navy in the 
East China Sea, June 21-22, which marked the first exercise 
involving all three countries and a carrier strike group. This 
TRILAT was followed by operations with the ROK navy in 
the waters west of the Korean peninsula, June 23-25. 

The TRILAT and ROK navy operations reinforced 
regional security and stability and increased interoperability, 
operational proficiency and readiness. The exercise and 
operations included integrated helicopter operations; visit, 
board, search and seizure (VBSS) exchanges and 
demonstrations; communication links; dynamic ship 
maneuvers; and liaison officer exchanges. 

"We have and will continue to demonstrate our 
commitment to our long-standing allies in the Western 
Pacific," said Lausman. "The U.S. Navy is dedicated to 
helping enhance the security and stability in the Asia-Pacific 
region, and our forward presence activities and engagements 
in this region strengthen our alliances and partnerships." 

The Nimitz-class aircraft carrier and its crew also 
commemorated the ship's 20th anniversary, July 2. The crew 
celebrated this momentous event with a steel beach picnic on 
the flight deck, and a talent show and cake-cutting ceremony 
in the hangar bay. 

George Washington was commissioned July 4, 1992 and 
became a full-fledged U.S. warship capable after six years of 
construction, 40 million man-hours and $3.5 billion. 

"This was a great way for our Sailors to get away for a 
little bit and mingle with the crew," said Command Master 
Chief Shaun Brahmsteadt, at George Washington's 20th 
anniversary ceremony. "Twenty years is a long time for a 
vessel. It's a huge milestone and a great birthday to make for 
the crew; we're looking forward to 25." 

George Washington hosted receptions for more than 90 
ROK and Hong Kong military and civilian dignitaries, 
conducted 23 ship tours for more than 2,000 guests, and 
participated in 25 community service (COMSERV) projects 
and 23 Morale, Welfare and Recreation (MWR) tours. 

"These [COMSERV] projects help give our Sailors a 
sense of unity and compassion for the people they serve. They 
go out and help people who are in need and it gives them a 
sense of responsibility," said Lt. Cmdr. Young Song, principal 
assistant of George Washington's Command Religious 
Ministries Department. 

"As for the people who are receiving this assistance, they 
realize that we are here for their well-being because they do 
not expect help from military members. It is a conduit to build 
a great nation-to-nation relationship, and it is extremely 
important for us to create a strong image while representing 
U.S. forces abroad," Song added. 

George Washington also hosted 25 midshipmen from 14 
Naval Reserve Officers Training Corps (NROTC) units 
throughout the U.S. as part of the summer cruise program. 
Midshipmen participate in these annual summer training 
cruises to enhance their professional development. 

The midshipmen observed or participated in various 
shipboard evolutions, including general quarters drills, 
Captain's Mast, rigid-hull inflatable boat operations, 
replenishment-at-sea evolutions, weapons familiarization and 
qualifications, and bridge watches. 
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"The assignment of these midshipmen to operational fleet 
units provides them with valuable motivational and 
instructional experiences not attainable in their normal 
classroom environment," said Lt. Cmdr. Patrick Callan, 
George Washington's training officer. 

Other highlights from the first half of George 
Washington's 2012 patrol, include: first aircraft carrier to 
deploy with a full EA-18 Growler squadron; completed its 
150,000th arresting recovery, June 16; and, hosted four 
Australian maritime warfare officers.  

During its mid-patrol break, the Nimitz-class aircraft 
carrier will conduct a Board of Inspection and Survey from 
August 5-10 to ensure that it is properly equipped for prompt, 
reliable, sustained mission readiness at sea. George 
Washington will also conduct a change of command ceremony 
August 11, where Capt. Gregory Fenton will relieve Lausman 
as commanding officer. 

George Washington and CVW 5 provide a combat-ready 
force that protects and defends the collective maritime interest 
of the U.S. and its allies and partners in the Asia-Pacific 
region. 
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8. U.S. Navy's Hospital Ship To Arrive In Cambodia's Sea Port For Humanitarian Actions 
(XINHUA NEWS AGENCY (CHINA) 26 JUL 12) 

The United States Navy Military Sealift Command's 
hospital ship USNS Mercy (T-AH 19) is scheduled to dock at 
the Sihanoukville Autonomous Port on Sunday this week in 
order to provide free medical, dental, veterinary and 
engineering assistance to communities throughout Cambodia, 
according to a press release from the U.S. Embassy on 
Thursday. 

The ship's visit will be made under the Pacific Partnership 
Program 2012. Onboard are over 1,200 multi-national military 
service members and civilians, said the press release. 

Pacific Partnership is U.S. Pacific Fleet's largest annual 
humanitarian and civic action mission in the Asia-Pacific 

region that involves coordination amongst host and partner 
nations, non- government organizations (NGOs) and other 
international agencies to ensure a synchronized ability to 
respond to natural disasters, it said. 

The ship will stay at the port until August 11. During that 
period, the Mercy staff will provide free medical services 
including optometry, dental, pediatrics and general medicine 
to locals, it said. Besides, the U.S. Pacific Fleet Band will give 
two free concerts. 

Cambodia first hosted Pacific Partnership in 2010 when 
over 14, 000 people received free medical services. 
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9. Practice. Practice. Practice! 
Preparing For Counter Mine Operations: IMCMEX 2012 
(SECOND LINE OF DEFENSE 26 JUL 12) ... Scott C. Truver 

Approached in a Manhattan street by an obviously lost 
tourist who asked, “Pardon me, sir, but how to I get to 
Carnegie Hall?”, virtuoso pianist Arthur Rubenstein replied, 
“Practice…practice…practice!” 

So it is for the U.S. Navy and America’s partner navies’ 
mine countermeasures (MCM) forces operating in the Arabian 
Gulf in mid-2012. 

Hosted by the U.S. Naval Forces Central Command 
(USNAVCENT), the International Mine Countermeasures 
Exercise 2012 (IMCMEX 12) is an international symposium 
and associated afloat exercise of mine countermeasure 
capabilities, scheduled September 16-27 at multiple locations 
in the USNAVCENT area of operations. 

MCM assets from more than 20 countries on four 
continents will participate, making it the largest such exercise 
ever. (On the preparation of the USS Ponce see the interview 
with Admiral Buzby, Commander of the Military Sealift 
Command. 

Pentagon spokesman George Little said the operation was 
“a defensive exercise aimed at preserving freedom of 
navigation in international waterways in the Middle East.” 

Washington has warned Tehran not to mine the 
strategic Strait of Hormuz, which the Islamic republic has 
threatened to do unless international sanctions against its 
nuclear program are pulled back. 

Although IMCMEX 12 is taking place in the Arabian 
Gulf, it won’t be conducted in the Strait of Hormuz, LT Greg 
“Cricket” Raelson, USN, Commander Fifth Fleet Public 
Affairs, said during a 20 July telephone interview. “The 

exercise focuses on a hypothetical threat from an extremist 
organization to mine the international strategic waterways of 
the Middle East, including the Red Sea, the Gulf of Aden, the 
Gulf of Oman, and the Arabian Gulf.” 

Focused as it might be on a “hypothetical threat,” it’s hard 
to imagine the honed skills would not be valuable in a mine-
warfare dust-up with Iran. 

The Obama administration has publicly dismissed Iran’s 
threats to close the strait as just “saber rattling,” but also 
privately informed Tehran that any attempts to do so would 
trigger a U.S. military response. 

“We would, under the direction of the national leadership, 
prevent that from happening,” Vice Adm. Mark Fox, then-
commander of the U.S. Navy’s Fifth Fleet, said in a Feb. 12 
interview. “We always have the right and obligation of self-
defense and this falls in self-defense. If we did nothing and 
allowed some mining, it would be a long and difficult process 
to clear them.” 

“Exercises like IMCMEX 12 expand levels of 
cooperation, enhance mutual maritime capabilities and 
promote long-term regional stability and interoperability 
between U.S. and international partners, while better preparing 
the international community to deal with disruptions to 
freedom of navigation and international commerce,” LT 
Raelson noted. 

After Washington announced plans for the multinational 
IMCMEX, Iran’s Revolutionary Guards on 18 July ridiculed 
U.S. claims that it could clear Gulf waters of mines in case of 
conflict. 
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“The Americans boast a lot about many things, but they 
are facing problems in practice,” General Mahmoud Fahimi, 
deputy chief of the Iranian Revolutionary Guards’ naval 
forces, told the Fars news agency and Ahramonline/AFP. “We 
have no doubt that the United States cannot do anything in the 
area of minesweeping.” 

He bragged Iran was “a master of mine designing and 
has an unbeatable capability to mass-produce different 
types of mines.” 

Despite Iran’s rhetoric, Defense spokesman George Little 
said the September minesweeping exercise is a defensive drill 
and is “not…aimed to deliver a message to Iran.” 

OK…Sure…. 
“IMCMEX 12 demonstrates the international 

community’s ability to work together to ensure free and secure 
trade,” said Gen. James N. Mattis, Commander of the U.S. 
Central Command. “Of the approximately 40 bilateral and 
multilateral exercises we’ll conduct this year, this exercise 
also represents the extensive cooperation we enjoy with our 
international partners – both in and outside the region – with 
mutual economic and security interests. We’ll finish this 
exercise with even stronger relationships with our partners.” 

The exercise will focus on MCM operations, with an 
emphasis on command-and-control,” LT Greg Raelson 
explained. “The exercise will also include MCM support 
activities; intelligence, surveillance and reconnaissance 
support; maritime security operations; visit, board, search and 
seizure events; maritime critical infrastructure protection; 
explosive ordnance disposal; maritime domain awareness and 
force protection.” 

The Pentagon has this year doubled the number of 
minesweepers in the region and deployed the USS Ponce, 
an amphibious transport dock retrofitted as in interim 
afloat forward-staging base. 

Four more minesweepers based in San Diego and four 
more MH-53E Sea Dragon minesweeping helicopters assigned 
to Helicopter Mine Countermeasures Squadron-15 in Norfolk 
were deployed to the Arabian Gulf, joining USN MCM assets 
already based with the Fifth Fleet in Bahrain under a forward-
deployed arrangement. 

The ships remain in the region year-round, while their 
crews rotate in and out at six-month intervals from the mine 
force’s San Diego home. The eight in-theater Avenger (MCM-
1)-class ships are Ardent, Devastator, Dextrous, Scout, Sentry, 
Pioneer andWarrior. Four other Avenger-class mine 
countermeasures ships are forward-deployed to Sasebo, 
Japan––Avenger, Defender, Guardian and Patriot––leaving 
only two ships, Champion and Chief, in San Diego, for 
training and response to a potential terrorist-mining threat in 
U.S. domestic waters. 

U.S. explosive ordnance disposal divers round out the 
Navy’s surface and airborne MCM capabilities that will be 
exercised in September. 

One of the Fifth Fleet’s MH-53E Sea Dragons crashed 
near Oman on 19 July, while conducting heavy-lift support 

operations, killing two Sailors, Chief Aviation Warfare 
Systems Operator Sean P. Sullivan, 40, of St. Louis, Mo., and 
Naval Aircrewman (Helicopter) Second Class Joseph P. 
Fitzmorris, 31, of West Monroe, La. The mishap remains 
under investigation, but the Navy stated the crash was not due 
to hostile action. 

No word whether the USN’s “marine mammal systems” 
might also be deployed during IMEMEX 12. The MMS 
include highly trained bottlenose dolphins capable of detecting 
and defeating buoyant mines in the water column or close-
tethered to the bottom, and bottom-resting and buried 
weapons. According to the Navy’s mine warfare “primer” 
(21st Century U.S. Navy Mine Warfare: Ensuring Global 
Access and Commerce), the U.S. MCM dolphins deployed to 
the Arabian Gulf in 1988 during Operation Earnest Will, in 
1991-92 during Operation Desert Storm/Desert Sweep, and in 
2003 in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom. 

For the last few years, four small UK mine-hunters have 
been maintaining a valuable if unsung presence in the 
waterway. It is one that Britain’s allies value very highly, 
according to the Royal Navy. The mine-hunter force, like the 
rest of the RN, is spread thinly. So, in an approach similar to 
the USN, to maintain a four-vessel commitment in the Gulf 
the RN keeps the ships stationed there for years and rotates the 
crews every six months or so, rather than have the ships 
themselves ply back and forth to the UK. These assets will 
certainly be important elements of IMCMEX 12. 

Also included will be a Royal Australian Navy Clearance 
Diving Teams comprising Sailors expert in diving, MCM and 
EOD, anti-piracy and counter-terrorism ops. 

Japan’s Maritime Self-Defense Force (MSDF) will also 
participate in IMCMEX 12, Defense Minister Satoshi 
Morimoto said on 20 July (Yomiuri Shimbum and Jiji Press). 
An MSDF minesweeper and its mother ship, along with 180 
MSDF MCM experts, will participate in the drill, Morimoto 
told a news conference. Under Japan’s Constitution, MSDF 
minesweeping activities on the high seas are limited to 
neutralizing abandoned mines because of the government’s 
interpretation of the Constitution about the use of force and 
exercising the right of collective self-defense. The types of 
exercises that the minesweeper can participate in are also 
limited. The MSDF took part in a multinational minesweeping 
exercise in Arabian Gulf waters near Bahrain last October. 

Another 16 or so regional navies will be involved, LT 
Raelson said, but did not list. 

Responding to reports that the USN MCM forces are 
relying on the advanced Sea Fox remotely operated vehicle––
among other mine-hunting and mine-sweeping systems––to 
defeat “hypothetical threats,” Iran’s General Fahimi sneered, 
“Look how weak they are. They want to use minesweeping 
drones. If they had the ability and capability, they would carry 
out the minesweeping by manned systems.” 

Right. 
Dr. Truver is director of Gryphon Technologies’ 

TeamBlue National Security Programs group. 
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GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
10. Australia's Defence Minister Attends RIMPAC 
More than 1,100 Australian defence personnel are taking part in 2012 RIMPAC. 
(AUSTRALIAN BROADCASTING CORPORATION 26 JUL 12) ... Fran Kelly 

The Rim of the Pacific exercise is the world's largest 
maritime training exercise and is hosted by the United States 
Navy's Pacific Command. 

Australia's Defence Minister Stephen Smith is in Hawaii 
for the biannual event and talks with the commander of the 
U.S. Pacific Fleet, Admiral Samuel Locklear. 

Fran Kelly called Mr. Smith in Honolulu, and asked him 
about Australia's defence spending, which dropped to 1.5% of 
GDP in the May budget. 

Listen To Audio (RT: 3:00) 
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11. China's Hawks Gaining Sway In South China Sea Dispute 
(REUTERS 25 JUL 12) ... David Lague 

HONG KONG -- China has adopted a more aggressive 
stance in recent weeks on territorial disputes in the South 
China Sea as hard-line officials and commentators call on 
Beijing to take a tougher line with rival claimants. 

China's supreme policymaking body, the Politburo 
Standing Committee, is made up entirely of civilians, but 
outspoken People's Liberation Army (PLA) officers, 
intelligence advisers and maritime agency chiefs are arguing 
that Beijing should be more forceful in asserting its 
sovereignty over the sea and the oil and natural gas believed to 
lie under the sea-bed. 

Most of them blame the United States' so-called strategic 
"pivot" to Asia for emboldening neighboring countries, 
particularly the Philippines and Vietnam, to challenge China's 
claims. 

"China now faces a whole pack of aggressive neighbors 
headed by Vietnam and the Philippines and also a set of 
menacing challengers headed by the United States, forming 
their encirclement from outside the region," wrote Xu 
Zhirong, a deputy chief captain with China Marine 
Surveillance, in the June edition of China Eye, a publication of 
the Hong Kong-based China Energy Fund Committee. 

"And, such a band of eager lackeys is exactly what the 
U.S. needs for its strategic return to Asia," he wrote. 

Most Chinese and foreign security policy analysts believe 
China wants to avoid military conflict across sea lanes that 
carry an annual $5 trillion in ship-borne trade, particularly if it 
raises the prospect of U.S. intervention. 

However, they say Beijing is increasingly determined to 
block any unified effort from rival claimants to negotiate over 
disputes, preferring instead to isolate much smaller and 
weaker states in direct talks. 

There was evidence of this harder line at an annual 
foreign ministers' meeting of the 10-member Association of 
South East Asian Nations (ASEAN) bloc earlier this month 
where diplomats said China's influence behind the scenes led 
to an unprecedented breakdown in the grouping's traditional 
preference for maintaining an appearance of harmony and 
unity. 

The meeting in Phnom Penh ended in disarray without 
progress on a proposed code of conduct that was aimed at 
minimizing the risk of conflict in the South China Sea or 
issuing a concluding communique. 

China's close ally Cambodia, the meeting's host, blocked 
every attempt to include tensions in the South China Sea on 
the agenda, said the diplomats from other member nations. 

The Garrison 
On the military front, China's powerful Central Military 

Commission has approved the formal establishment of a 
military garrison for the South China Sea. 

The move, announced this week, is essentially a further 
assertion of China's sovereignty claims after it last month 
raised the administrative status of the seas to the level of a 
city, which it calls Sansha. 

The official Xinhua news agency said the Sansha garrison 
would be responsible for "national defense mobilization ... 
guarding the city and supporting local emergency rescue and 
disaster relief" and "carrying out military missions". 

The city government is located on the 2.13-square km 
Yongxing Island, according to Xinhua, which contains a small 
military airport, a sea port, roads, a clinic, a post office and an 
observatory. This is in the Paracels, a group of islands also 
claimed by Vietnam and Taiwan. 

A ship calls twice in a month from nearby Hainan 
province to serve its 613 residents. 

Xu, a regular commentator on maritime security issues, is 
one of many analysts arguing that recent tensions are a direct 
result of the Obama administration's announcement late last 
year of a strategic shift which would eventually see 60 per 
cent of the U.S. navy's warships deployed to the Asia Pacific, 
up from the current 50 per cent. 

The U.S. move is widely seen as a response to China's 
growing military power and increasingly assertive behavior in 
dealing with contested territory. 

China's recent rows with the Philippines over the 
Scarborough Shoal and Vietnam over oil exploration rights 
have heightened regional fears that tension in the South China 
Sea could lead to armed conflict. 

One of China's most hawkish army officers, Major 
General Zhu Chenghu, an influential teacher and strategy 
researcher at Beijing's National Defence University, has 
dismissed the entitlement of these rivals to the disputed 
waters. 

Unreasonable And Illegal 
In a speech to the World Peace Forum in Beijing earlier 

this month, Zhu said it was "unreasonable and illegal" for the 
Philippines and Vietnam to claim territory that historically 
belonged to China. 

He said there had been no disputes in the South China Sea 
before the 1970s when maps published by rival claimants also 
acknowledged it was Chinese territory. 
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"Relevant countries did not begin to lay claim to islands 
and sea waters in the area until the discovery of large amounts 
of oil and gas reserves in the South China Sea," he said, 
according to an extract of his speech published in the official 
Global Times newspaper last week. 

Zhu also blamed U.S. "meddling" for prolonging the 
current tension. 

The retired general is best known for his assertion in 2005 
that China should use nuclear weapons against the United 
States if American forces intervened in a conflict over Taiwan. 

He escaped any serious censure over what he stressed at 
the time were his personal views and has since become a 
regular member of high-level Chinese military delegations in 
security talks with U.S. counterparts. 

Other officials calling for a tougher line include Cui Liru, 
president of the China Institutes of Contemporary 
International Relations, a Beijing think-tank closely linked to 
China's intelligence services, and Major General Luo Yuan, a 
retired army officer who is well known for his hard-line views 
and provocative media commentaries. 

It is unclear how much sway these blunt speaking 
officials exercise over foreign and military policies or whether 
their views reflect official thinking. 

But for the PLA, the persistent territorial disputes 
undermine a carefully-honed image as a force that will never 
allow foreign powers to encroach on Chinese territory as they 
did in the colonial period. 

"The South China Sea situation is certainly highly 
frustrating for Chinese military officers," said Sun Yun, a 
Washington-based China security policy expert and a former 
analyst with the International Crisis Group in Beijing. 

"If the PLA cannot even defend China's own territory at 
its doorstep, what capacity or legitimacy does it have to cruise 
around the world?" 

New China 
Some top Chinese policy makers say neighboring 

countries should accept that an increasingly powerful China 
would seek to re-shape relationships that had been established 
earlier when it was weak. 

Stephen Hadley, former President George W. Bush's 
national security advisor and now a consultant, said when he 
was on a visit to Beijing earlier this month a senior Chinese 
official had told him that China's views should be given more 
weight now that it had become stronger. 

In a talk to the Atlantic Council think-tank in Washington 
last week, Hadley said he could see some merit to this view 
but he added it could be a "destructive" way of framing issues. 

"This new China is going to be hard to manage," he said. 
However, notwithstanding the recent assertiveness and 

the bellicose statements of military and security officials, 
some analysts note that policy-making in China is not entirely 
in the hands of hawks. 

"Given that all the members of the Politburo Standing 
Committee are civilians, their perceptions of the South China 
Sea issue are clearly more comprehensive than the generals," 
said Sun, the Washington-based expert. 

However, others warn against making distinctions 
between the views of China's military brass, civilian leaders 
and diplomats. 

Dean Cheng, a China security expert at the Washington-
based Heritage Foundation, said Beijing was hardening its 
stance in the South China Sea and also in other maritime areas 
where it had disputes with Japan and South Korea. 

"We have a broad set of hardliners, not just in uniform, 
but across the board," he said. 
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12. China Appoints Officers To New South China Sea Garrison 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 27 JUL 12) 

BEIJING -- China has appointed military officers at a 
newly-established garrison in the South China Sea, state media 
reported Friday, the country's latest step to bolster claims to 
disputed islands in the area. 

The defence ministry announced the appointments 
Thursday, the China Daily said, two days after China said it 
had established the city of Sansha on an island in the disputed 
Paracel chain, along with the military garrison. 

China's neighbours reacted furiously to the move with 
Vietnam, which also claims the Paracel Islands, filing a formal 
protest and saying it "violates international law". 

Manila, which is involved in a dispute over another 
archipelago, the Spratly Islands, summoned the Chinese 
ambassador to lodge a complaint against the garrison 
announcement. 

Sparsely populated Sansha is China's smallest city in 
terms of population and land size. China reckons, however, 
that it's the biggest when total area is factored in given the 
wide swathe of the South China Sea it is meant to oversee. 

State media have carried photos of a large domed and 
pillared building that serves as the city's administrative centre 
on the island of Yongxing, as well as images of a police 

station, a bank, a telecom office and residents relaxing outside 
humble wooden dwellings. 

The three-floor building that state media said came into 
use on July 20 appears by far to be the biggest structure on the 
small island, which from photos appears largely covered in 
thick, green vegetation, including palm trees. 

While Chinese media accounts of Yongxing's population 
vary, it appears to be not much bigger than 1,000 people. 

Defence ministry spokesman Yang Yujun said the new 
garrison was responsible for guarding the city and disaster 
relief, among other functions, according to China Daily. 

However, he added that a separate maritime garrison 
under the Chinese navy was responsible for maritime defence 
and military combat, appearing to suggest that the Sansha 
garrison would not have such responsibilities. 

China says it owns much of the South China Sea, though 
Vietnam, the Philippines, Taiwan, Brunei and Malaysia each 
claim portions of it. 

The dispute has simmered for decades, though tensions 
have risen markedly recently as China has moved to more 
strongly assert its territorial claims. 

The Association of Southeast Nations (ASEAN) at a 
summit earlier this month failed for the first time in 45 years 
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to issue a joint statement, as members were unable to agree 
how to refer to China's behaviour in the disputed waters. 

China says it is acting within its rights, though its moves 
have raised alarm bells in the region and beyond. 

Beijing is also involved in a separate dispute with Japan 
over islands in the East China Sea. 

China is seen as unlikely to alter its stance, despite 
growing international criticism. 
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13. Noda Hints at Using SDF To Defend Senkaku Islands 
(ASAHI SHIMBUN 27 JUL 12) 

Prime Minister Yoshihiko Noda indicated that Japan may 
resort to using military force to defend its territory, including 
the disputed Senkaku Islands in the East China Sea. 

"In case a neighboring country engages in illegal acts on 
our territorial soil and in our territorial waters, including the 
Senkaku Islands, we will react resolutely, including the 
possible use of the Self-Defense Forces as the need arises," 
Noda told a plenary session of the Lower House on July 26. 

Noda made the remark after Daizo Kusuda, a lawmaker 
from the ruling Democratic Party of Japan, asked him about 
how the SDF and the government would respond if China 
were to trespass illegally onto the Senkaku Islands. 

Three Chinese fishery patrol ships entered Japan's 
territorial waters around the uninhabited islands on July 11. 
One of them did so again a day later. 

"It is essential to establish a crisis management system to 
forestall the occurrence of such an event," Noda added. "That 
includes thorough diplomatic efforts." 

Noda also emphasized the significance of having the 
United States deploy its MV-22 Osprey transport aircraft in 
Japan. Twelve Osprey aircraft arrived at the U.S. Marine 
Corps Air Station Iwakuni in Yamaguchi Prefecture on July 
23, ahead of their planned deployment to the U.S. Marine 
Corps Air Station Futenma in Ginowan, Okinawa Prefecture, 
in September. 

"Their deployment to Okinawa will help enhance the 
Japan-U.S. alliance's deterrence in the Asia-Pacific region and 
is extremely important to Japan's security," Noda said. 

Noda also said he will confirm the safety of the tiltrotor 
vertical takeoff and landing aircraft's safety before they begin 
flying over Japan. 
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14. 'Chinese Boats Spotted Near Pag-Asa Island Only Seeking Shelter' 
(PHILIPPINE STAR 26 JUL 12) ... Alexis Romero 

MANILA, Philippines - Naval forces in Palawan will ask 
Chinese fishing vessels who have entered Philippine territory 
to leave once the weather improves, an official said Thursday. 

Commodore Rustom Peña, commander of the Naval 
Forces West, said about 20 fishing boats were spotted five 
nautical miles off Pag-Asa Island as of Thursday. 

Pag-Asa is the second largest island in Spratly Islands in 
the West Philippine Sea and is occupied by Filipino soldiers 
and civilians. It is located within the Kalayaan municipality, 
which is being governed by Mayor Eugenio Bito-onon Jr. 

“We will just investigate and then if situation warrants, 
we will advise them that’s our territory and they should 
leave,” Peña said. 

Peña said they have yet to ask Chinese fishing boats to 
leave due to huge waves and the bad weather. 

Pag-Asa is about 240 nautical miles away from Puerto 
Princesa, the capital of Palawan. 

Peña said based on their latest monitoring, the Chinese 
boats were not fishing but were merely taking shelter in the 
area. 

“Sometimes there are Vietnamese (fishermen) who seek 
shelter there,” he added. 

Peña said there are two Chinese maritime surveillance 
vessels in the Mischief Reef, which the Philippines calls 
Panganiban Reef. The two vessels are reportedly escorting the 
Chinese fishing boats. 

The Mischief Reef, which is also being claimed by the 
Philippines, has been occupied by China since 1995. 

The Philippines is claiming several islets, shoals, reefs 
and sandbars in the Spratly Group of Islands, which is being 
claimed in whole by China. 

Vietnam, Malaysia, Brunei and Taiwan also claim part of 
the islands, which are said to be rich in oil and natural 
resources. 

China has been beefing up its presence in the West 
Philippine Sea recently in a move seen by observers as an 
effort to assert its claim over the area. 

Last week, a huge fleet of Chinese fishing vessels arrived 
at the contested parts of the West Philippine Sea. 

Chinese state-owned news agency Xinhua said the fleet of 
30 fishing vessels from Hainan province arrived near Yongshu 
Reef in the afternoon. 

The fleet reportedly includes a 3,000 ton supply ship and 
a patrol vessel and is said to be the largest ever launched from 
the province. 

China’s defense ministry also bared plans to establish a 
military garrison on a group of disputed islands in the West 
Philippine Sea. 

The troops will operate from Sansha in the Paracel 
Islands, which is being claimed by both China and Vietnam. 

China is also eyeing the construction of an airstrip 
adjacent to the Pag-asa Island, a Philippine-held territory in 
the Spratlys Island. 

The country is reportedly eyeing the back of a four-story 
building in Subi Reef as location for the new airstrip. Subi 
Reef is just 12 nautical miles from the Philippine-held 
Kalayaan islands. 

China also maintained its presence in the Panatag 
(Scarborough) Shoal, which is 124 nautical miles from the 
nearest base point in Zambales. The Philippines’ ownership of 
the shoal is backed by the United Nations Convention on the 
Law of the Sea, of which China is a signatory. 
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15. Iranian Threat To Navy Grows 
Tehran expands arsenal in gulf U.S. might suffer losses in a conflict’s first hours 
(WASHINGTON POST 27 JUL 12) ... Joby Warrick 

Iran is rapidly gaining new capabilities to strike at U.S. 
warships in the Persian Gulf, amassing an arsenal of 
sophisticated anti-ship missiles while expanding its fleet of 
fast-attack boats and submarines, U.S. and Middle Eastern 
analysts say. 

The new systems, many of them developed with foreign 
assistance, are giving Iran’s commanders new confidence that 
they could quickly damage or destroy U.S. ships if hostilities 
erupt, the officials say. 

Although U.S. Navy officials are convinced that they 
would prevail in a fight, Iran’s advances have fueled concerns 
about U.S. vulnerabilities during the opening hours of a 
conflict in the gulf. 

Increasingly accurate short-range missiles — combined 
with Iran’s use of “swarm” tactics involving hundreds of 
heavily armed patrol boats — could strain the defensive 
capabilities of even the most modern U.S. ships, current and 
former military analysts say. 

In recent weeks, as nuclear talks with world powers have 
faltered and tensions have risen, Iran has repeated threats to 
shut down shipping in the oil-rich gulf region. Its leaders also 
have warned of massive retaliation for any attacks on its 
nuclear facilities, which the United States believes are civilian 
covers for an Iranian drive to acquire a nuclear-weapons 
capability. 

Last week, Iran’s Foreign Ministry declared that the 
presence of U.S. warships in the gulf constituted a “real 
threat” to the region’s security. 

Pentagon officials have responded by sending more ships, 
urged on by Congress as well as U.S. allies in the region. This 
month, the Navy announced that it would deploy the aircraft 
carrier USS John C. Stennis to the Middle East four months 
ahead of schedule. The shift will keep two carriers in the gulf 
region. 

The United States also has announced new military 
exercises in the region, including a mine-sweeping drill in the 
gulf, and has moved to add new radar stations and land-based 
missile-defense batteries in Qatar. 

Assessing The Risks 
The likelihood that Iran would risk an all-out attack on a 

vastly superior U.S. fleet is judged to be small. But Iranian 
leaders could decide to launch a limited strike if Israel or the 
United States bombed the country’s nuclear facilities. 
Analysts also cautioned that a conflict could be sparked by an 
Iranian attempt to close the Strait of Hormuz — the narrow 
passage through which about 20 percent of the world’s oil 
passes from the Persian Gulf into open seas — in retaliation 
for international economic sanctions. 

In either scenario, Iran’s ability to inflict significant 
damage is substantially greater than it was a decade ago. A 
Pentagon study in April warned that Iran had made gains in 
the “lethality and effectiveness” of its arsenal. The Pentagon 
declined to comment for this article. 

Iran’s increased power to retaliate has led some military 
experts to question the wisdom of deploying aircraft carriers 
and other expensive warships to the gulf if a conflict appears 
imminent. 

A 2009 study prepared for the Naval War College warns 
of Iran’s increasing ability to “execute a massive naval 
ambush” in the Strait of Hormuz, a narrow waterway dotted 
with small islands and inlets and perfectly suited for the kind 
of asymmetric warfare preferred by Iran’s commanders. 

“If the U.S. chooses to station warships in the Strait of 
Hormuz during the buildup to conflict, it cedes the decision of 
when to fight and allows the fight to begin in the most 
advantageous place for Iran,” wrote the study’s author, Navy 
Lt. Cmdr. Colin Boynton. “This could lead to a devastating 
first salvo on U.S. Navy warships, which would most likely be 
operating under restrictive rules of engagement.” 

Since 2009, analysts say, Iran has added defensive and 
offensive capabilities. Some of them have been on display in 
recent months in a succession of military drills, including a 
missile exercise in early July dubbed Great Prophet 7. The 
exercise included a demonstration of Iran’s newly deployed 
Khalid Farzh anti-ship missile, which has an internal guidance 
system, a powerful 1,400-pound warhead and a range of 180 
miles. 

Iran’s arsenal already included a variety of anti-ship 
missiles such as the Chinese-made Silkworm. More recently, 
Iran has boasted of progress in developing high-speed 
torpedoes based on Russian designs. Such claims are often 
exaggerated, but the April Pentagon assessment (PDF) noted 
that Iran’s arsenal now includes ballistic missiles with 
“seekers” that enable them to maneuver toward ships during 
flight. 

Modern U.S. warships are equipped with multiple defense 
systems, such as the ship-based Aegis missile shield. But Iran 
has sought to neutralize the U.S. technological advantage by 
honing an ability to strike from multiple directions at once. 
The emerging strategy relies not only on mobile missile 
launchers but also on new mini-submarines, helicopters and 
hundreds of heavily armed small boats known as fast-attack 
craft. 

These highly maneuverable small boats, some barely as 
long as a subway car, have become a cornerstone of Iran’s 
strategy for defending the gulf against a much larger 
adversary. The vessels can rapidly deploy Iran’s estimated 
2,000 anti-ship mines or mass in groups to strike large 
warships from multiple sides at once, like a cloud of wasps 
attacking much larger prey. 

A Middle Eastern intelligence official who helps 
coordinate strategy for the gulf with U.S. counterparts said 
some Navy ships could find themselves in a “360-degree 
threat environment,” simultaneously in the cross hairs of 
adversaries on land, in the air, at sea and even underwater. 

“This is the scenario that is giving people nightmares,” 
said the official, who spoke on the condition of anonymity in 
discussing strategy for defending against a possible Iranian 
attack. 

The Navy has ordered new systems for defending against 
small-boat “swarms,” including ship-launched unmanned 
aerial vehicles and special missiles and artillery rounds for use 
against fast-attack craft. But many of the new defenses will 
not be deployed for several months, said Michael Eisenstadt, a 
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former military adviser to the Pentagon and the State 
Department. 

“We’re behind and we’re catching up,” Eisenstadt said. 
“But if there’s a conflict in the near term, we may not be 
completely ready.” 

U.S. forces would probably recover quickly from any 
early losses, but Iranian leaders could claim a psychological 
victory if the world’s media carried images of burning U.S. 
warships in the gulf, Eisenstadt said. Al-Qaeda landed a 
similar blow in 2000 when suicide bombers on a small boat 
heavily damaged the destroyer USS Cole in the Yemeni port 
of Aden, an attack that killed 17 Sailors and wounded nearly 
40 others. 

“A lot of Iranian ships would be at the bottom of the gulf, 
but [Iran] would be able to point to a victory,” Eisenstadt said. 
“The outcome would never be in doubt when you’re dealing 
with the most powerful military in the world. But in their 
minds they would have shown the world that if you mess with 
us, you’ll pay a heavy price.” 

A Push For Credibility 
The Iranian naval buildup is described by U.S. officials as 

part of an effort by the Islamic Republic to bolster its military 
credibility in the region. 

The Pentagon’s April assessment said Iran was making 
steady progress in developing ballistic missiles capable of 
striking targets in Israel and beyond. It also said Tehran was 
enhancing its well-established capacity to launch terrorist 
attacks using surrogates such as Hezbollah, the Lebanon-based 
militia movement that operates a network of cells around the 
world. 

U.S. and Israeli intelligence officials have linked Iran and 
Hezbollah to a string of assassination attempts and terrorist 
attacks on three continents in the past six months — from the 
foiled plot to kill a Saudi diplomat in Washington last fall to 
the deadly bombing of a tour bus filled with Israelis last week 
in Bulgaria. Current and former U.S. officials say more attacks 

are likely if Israel launches a preemptive strike on Iran’s 
uranium-enrichment plants. 

“Iran has the capacity to attack, from Argentina to 
Venezuela, in Asia, in Europe and throughout the Middle 
East,” Danielle Pletka, a defense expert at the American 
Enterprise Institute, said Wednesday in testimony before the 
Senate Foreign Relations Committee. “It seems naïve to 
believe it does not have the capacity to launch attacks in the 
United States.” 

The arms buildup in the gulf comes as Israeli officials 
continue to weigh an airstrike that many experts believe would 
ignite a larger conflict. A stream of Obama administration 
officials, including Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton 
and Defense Secretary Leon E. Panetta, have visited Israel in 
recent weeks to lobby against a unilateral attack. Middle East 
experts say that Israel has not decided to attack but that the 
risk of an Israeli strike is rising as hopes of a diplomatic 
settlement to the nuclear crisis evaporate. 

David Makovsky, a Middle East expert with the 
Washington Institute for Near East Policy, said after 
discussions with top Israeli officials that he assessed the 
chances of a strike at “50-50 ... before the U.S. elections” in 
November. “There’s this feeling that Israel’s window is 
closing.” 

U.S. ships, meanwhile, continue steaming toward the gulf 
as the Obama administration seeks to reassure allies in the 
region and discourage Iran from moving to block the flow of 
oil through the Strait of Hormuz. U.S. and Middle Eastern 
officials acknowledge that deployments carry inherent risk, 
but they say there are no good alternatives. 

“It is a dilemma,” the Middle East intelligence official 
said. “When the Navy ships are in the strait, they are 
vulnerable to attack. But if you were to take them away, the 
gulf countries would feel more vulnerable. And already they 
feel very, very vulnerable.” 
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16. Russian Warships In Mediterranean ‘Not Engaged In Syria Tasks’ 
(RIA NOVOSTI 26 JUL 12) 

SEVASTOPOL -- Russian warships in the Mediterranean 
are preparing for naval drills due in September, and are not 
carrying out any military tasks in Syria, Rear Admiral 
Alexander Fedosenkov, a Black Sea Fleet commander, said on 
Thursday. 

The statement came after representatives of the Syrian 
National Council (SNC), an Istanbul-based opposition group, 
expressed concerns over the deployment of a Russian warship 
group to the Mediterranean earlier this month, saying it was 
likely to aggravate the Syrian conflict and encourage President 
Bashar al-Assad to continue his crackdown on opposition 
groups. 

Fedosenkov dismissed the allegations on Thursday, 
saying: “We are not performing any tasks in Syria. The 
Russian Navy flotilla, which includes warships and other 
vessels from the Northern, Baltic and Black Sea fleets… is 
preparing for the Kaskad-2012 drills.” 

The Russian flotilla comprises 10 warships, plus escort 
vessels. Russia’s navy chief, Vice Admiral Viktor Chirkov, 
said earlier on Thursday the flotilla was carrying marines. 
Chirkov also said the Russian warships would not dock at the 
Syrian port of Tartus, home to a Russian ship re-supply and 
maintenance base. 

“The joint fleet flotilla will not enter the port of Tartus,” 
he told journalists. 

Russia – along with China – has vetoed three resolutions 
against the Assad regime over what it says is a pro-rebel bias. 
Moscow insists it has no special interest in seeing Assad 
remain in power, but said that the “Syrian people” must decide 
his fate. 

President Vladimir Putin vowed, in a pre-election 
campaign article earlier this year, not to allow in Syria a repeat 
of last year’s “Libya scenario," which saw the ouster and 
murder of long-time Libyan dictator Muammar Gaddafi, after 
a NATO military campaign. 
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17. Russia to Build New Aircraft Carrier After 2020 
(RIA NOVOSTI 26 JUL 12) 

MOSCOW -- Russia will begin building new aircraft 
carriers after 2020, Russian navy chief Viktor Chirkov said on 
Thursday, in a major boost to Moscow's ability to deploy air 
power abroad. 

“At the moment, the construction bureau has received its 
assignment, the documents are being processed, and the 
money for the construction program has been allocated,” 
Chirkov said. 

If the plans reach fruition, it would be a major boon to the 
Russian navy, which currently fields only one aging aircraft 
carrier, the Admiral Kuznetsov. 

The Kuznetsov, part of the navy’s Northern Fleet, was 
built in 1985 and has been scheduled to undergo a major 
overhaul. 

Defense Minister Anatoly Serdyukov first announced a 
plan in November 2011 to construct new aircraft carriers, RIA 
Novosti reported, but he also said at the time that the state had 
not provided enough financing. 

Another former Russian carrier, the Admiral Gorshkov, 
was sold to India in 2005, refitted and renamed the 
Vikramaditya. It is currently undergoing sea trials in the 
Barents Sea. 

Russia is currently in the middle of a huge rearmament 
program, with $659 billion to be spent on arms procurement 
by 2020 according to the Defense Ministry. 

Russia To Lay Down Fourth Borei Class Sub July 30 
Russia's fourth Borei class (Project 955A) ballistic missile 

submarine will be officially laid down at a ceremony on July 
30, Russian Navy Commander Vice-Admiral Viktor Chirkov 
said on Thursday. 

The Borei class is set to become the mainstay of the 
Russian Navy's strategic nuclear deterrent fleet, replacing the 
ageing Project 941 (NATO Typhoon class) and Project 667 
class (Delta-3 and Delta-4) boats. 

"The official ceremony for laying down the Borei-class 
boat, named Knyaz Vladimir, will be held on Monday July 
30," Chirkov said. 

Three other Borei class boats are at various stages of 
development at the Sevmash shipyard on the Kola peninsula. 
Yury Dolgoruky is currently undergoing sea trials, whilst 
Alexander Nevsky and Vladimir Monomakh are under 
construction. 

The Borei class will be armed with the Bulava ballistic 
missile, which is also in the final stage of development and 
due to enter service on Yury Dolgoruky later this year. 
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18. South African Navy Seeks Mine Countermeasures System 
(JANE'S DEFENCE WEEKLY 26 JUL 12) ... Helmoed-Römer Heitman 

PRETORIA -- The South African armaments acquisition 
agency, Armscor, has issued a request for information (RfI) on 
behalf of the South African Navy for an "organic core sea 
mine warfare" system that will provide a full range of 
capabilities and can be expanded. 

The requirement is for a system that does not require 
dedicated mine countermeasures vessels and can be carried 
aboard other naval vessels or craft of opportunity. 

The system must comprise man-portable (maximum two 
operators) units that can be deployed to where they are needed 
by air transport (C-130 or smaller aircraft) or overland and 
loaded on to small vessels from a quay without using a crane. 

The system would include a similarly transportable shore-
based operations room that is self-contained in respect of its 
power supply requirements. 

Required capabilities include route-clearing and lead-
through missions using forward-looking, side-scan and 
bathymetric sonar, influence sweeping (signature emulation), 
mine-hunting and remote neutralisation of influence mines 
using remotely positioned hard-kill systems. 

It must also include the equipment for diver detection of 
mines and mine-like objects, with divers able to operate in an 
environment where they may face "sensor activated explosive 
devises or mines". In addition, the system must have the 
capability to develop data on the underwater environment 
around key ports. 

The shore-based facility would be used for planning and 
analysis of missions and must be able to import data from 
deployed units to develop a mine-warfare database. 
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PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
19. 'Shipmates To Workmates' Announces Hiring Event 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 26 JUL 12) ... Naval Sea Systems Command Public Affairs 

HAMPTON, Va. -- The Shipmates-to-Workmates 
program, in partnership with the U.S. Chamber of Commerce 
and other agencies, will host a hiring fair at the Hampton 
Roads Convention Center, Aug. 2, to connect veterans with 
meaningful employment. 

The event, chaired by U.S. Sen. Mark R. Warner, will 
include workshops and presentations for both veterans and 
military spouses to help them improve their resumes and 
prepare for the job market. 

Examples of the workshops offered include: How to 
Work a Job Fair, Transferring Your Military Sills to Civilian 
Skills, and a Career Transition Reserves Brief. 

The Shipmates to Workmates program - managed jointly 
by the Naval Sea Systems Command, Naval Air Systems 
Command, Naval Facilities Command, Naval Supply Systems 
Command, Commander, Naval Installations, Space and Naval 
Warfare Command, and the Office of the Chief of Naval 
Operations - was established to provide information about 
career opportunities available at partnering commands and to 
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actively assist the more than 3,000 Sailors who have been 
impacted by Enlisted Retention Boards prepare job 
applications and resumes. 

The event is scheduled for 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. The Hampton 
Roads Convention Center is located at 1610 Coliseum Drive 
in Hampton, Va. 

For more information on the "Shipmates to Workmates" 
program as well as a full schedule of upcoming career forums, 
please visit 
http://www.navair.navy.mil/jobs/sm2wm/Forums.aspx. 
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20. Sequestration Could Mean Another 100K-Troop Cut 
(NAVY TIMES 26 JUL 12) ... Rick Maze 

The possibility that sequestration could lead to an 
additional reduction of 100,000 active-duty troops has been 
seized upon by a key House Republican as the newest reason 
why the Defense Department needs special protection from 
across-the-board cuts. 

The estimate of personnel cuts came from Defense 
Secretary Leon Panetta on Wednesday during a hearing about 
military transition programs, in response to a question from 
Rep. Buck McKeon, R-Calif., about the impact of 
sequestration on the unemployment rate for veterans. 

McKeon’s office is widely circulating the statement as a 
sign of the potential damage posed by the automatic, across-
the-board federal spending cuts known as sequestration that 
could happen in January. 

“It would obviously add another 100,000 that would have 
to be reduced, and the impact of that on top of the reductions 
that are currently going to take place would place a huge 
burden on the systems to be able to respond to that,” Panetta 
said. “I think it would be near-impossible to try to do the kind 
of work that we are trying to do and make it work effectively.” 

It was McKeon, chairman of the House Armed Services 
Committee, who first suggested the possibility of the 100,000-
troop cut. “We know that there’s high unemployment among 
our veterans, our young veterans, and we know that, with the 
$487 billion cut in defense, we will have 100,000 leaving the 
military. We will have another 100,000 if the sequestration 
takes effect,” he said. 

Panetta’s first reaction was: “Well, I sure as hell hope that 
sequestration doesn’t happen.” 

McKeon and other House Republicans speaking Thursday 
at the Heritage Foundation echoed warnings of the 
“devastating” effect of sequestration. 

“This is very crippling going into the future,” McKeon 
said Thursday. “It’s hard to convince people there is danger 

out there. We are still in a very fragile economy. The defense 
contractors are sending out layoff notices since there are so 
many uncertainties.” 

McKeon said the largest defense contractors such as 
Lockheed Martin have seen fewer job applications as 
uncertainty in the industry grows. 

Two other Republicans at the discussion, Reps. Adam 
Kinzinger of Illinois and Allen West of Florida, said that 
sequestration would put the military at unusually high risk by 
creating the smallest Army since World War II, the smallest 
Navy since 1950 and the smallest Air Force ever. 

“If we are not careful, in the next eight to 10 years, the 
world’s largest navy will be flying Chinese flags,” warned 
West, a 22-year Army veteran. 

Kinzinger, a former Air Force lieutenant, added that if the 
U.S. military had to reduce its operational duties due to cost 
concerns, the rest of the world would be affected. 

“Either nobody will stand up for their freedom anymore, 
or countries like China and Russia will take the role,” he said, 
“If we pull back, they will be more aggressive. That’s human 
nature.” 

The Budget Control Act of 2011, which set the stage for 
across-the-board cuts beginning in January unless agreement 
is reached on $1.2 trillion in deficit reductions, does not 
require military personnel cuts. It allows the White House to 
exempt military personnel accounts from sequestration, but 
would require the Defense Department to make up the 
difference by making deeper cuts in other programs. 

While decisions have not been made, congressional 
committees are assuming a roughly 8 percent cut in all defense 
accounts if personnel programs are not exempted and a 13 
percent cut in accounts if personnel programs are protected. 

Kevin Wang of Medill News Service contributed to this 
report. 

Return to Index 
 

21. Defense Cuts Could Hit Civilian Workforce 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 26 JUL 12) ... Donna Cassata 

WASHINGTON — Tens of thousands of civilian 
employees in the Defense Department could receive warnings 
about potential layoffs four days before the November election 
if impending spending cuts aren't averted, hitting presidential 
battleground states such as Virginia and Florida hard. 

The alerts would come in addition to any that major 
defense contractors might send out at the same time to their 
workers under an often-overlooked law, a prospect that is 
unnerving the White House roughly three months before 
voters go to the polls. 

Frederick Vollrath, a senior Pentagon official, outlined 
the timeline for notification of possibly 10 percent of the 
800,000-strong civilian workforce in testimony Thursday 

before a House panel. He cautioned, however, that no decision 
has been made on job cuts as Washington grapples with the 
looming, $1.2 trillion automatic reductions in defense and 
domestic programs. 

"I don't think anybody has been able to come to grips yet 
with the severity of what sequestration means," Vollrath told 
the House Armed Services subcommittee on readiness. 

Rep. J. Randy Forbes, R-Va., the panel's chairman, 
reminded Vollrath that the cuts were part of the law that 
Republicans and Democrats voted for last August and 
President Barack Obama signed. 
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"Sequestration is not just some pipe dream out there. It is 
the law. It's on the books. It's scheduled to take place in 
January," Forbes said. 

He pressed Vollrath on whether the Pentagon has done 
any work to implement the reductions. 

"I am not aware of any planning, but that does not mean 
that there is no planning," Vollrath said. 

A few hours after that testimony, Pentagon press secretary 
George Little said in a statement that Vollrath did not indicate 
that the Pentagon is planning for sequestration. 

"While it is likely that sequestration would force us at 
some point to make reductions in the civilian workforce, we 
have not made any decisions regarding the timing or size of 
those reductions," Little said. "The Secretary (Leon Panetta) 
has been crystal clear that his focus is on preventing sequester, 
not planning for it." 

The across-the-board cuts kick in on Jan. 2, and under the 
law, defense employees must be notified 60 days in advance 
— Nov. 2. Congress must be informed of any layoffs 45 days 
prior to that, or mid-September. 

Civilian defense employees are heavily concentrated in 
Virginia, a state crucial to Obama's hopes for re-election. 
Their numbers also are significant at military bases in Florida 
and North Carolina, two other battleground states, and 
installations scattered around the country. 

These states also are home to major defense contractors 
such as Lockheed Martin Corp. and their construction 
facilities. Last week, Robert J. Stevens, chairman and chief 
executive officer of Lockheed Martin, told Congress that the 
across-the-board reductions could result in layoffs of 10,000 
employees from his company of 120,000 workers. 

He also signaled that notices could go out 60 days in 
advance to the company's employees. 

The notification is required under the Worker Adjustment 
and Retraining Notification Act, which went into effect in 
February 1989. The law designed to protect workers and 
communities requires employers to provide notice 60 days in 
advance of a plant closing or mass layoffs. 

The law applies to companies with 100 employees or 
more. 

While the possibility of layoff notices causes 
consternation at the White House, it also worries lawmakers 

whose districts are home to Defense Department employees 
and military contract workers. 

"I'm urging defense contractors in my district to contact 
their elected officials and urge a balanced approach to solve 
the problem of the sequester," said Rep. Gerry Connolly, D-
Va., in an interview. 

But Connolly also blamed the Republicans who he said 
wanted more than a simple vote to raise the nation's borrowing 
authority. 

"And now it's like the orphan who murders his parents 
and throws himself on the mercy of the court because he's an 
orphan. I mean what," he said. 

White House spokesman Jay Carney said Thursday that 
any deal to stave off the cuts would require tax increases on 
high-wage earners, which Republicans oppose. 

"You know we have a situation where defense cuts that 
the president believes are much too deep, that Republicans and 
Democrats believe are much too deep as well as non-defense 
cuts. Republicans would allow those to go into place rather 
than asking millionaires and billionaires to pay a little bit 
more," Carney said. 

Three Senate Republicans plan a trip next week to four 
presidential battleground states — Virginia, New Hampshire, 
Florida and North Carolina — to warn about the impact of the 
cuts. 

Republicans have blamed Obama for the reductions in 
projected defense spending, but Republicans as well as 
Democrats voted for the cuts as part of a $1.2 trillion deficit-
cutting plan. 

The law implements nearly $500 billion in cuts over 10 
years as the nation emerges from wars in Iraq and 
Afghanistan. If Congress can't find a way to avert the 
automatic cuts, known as sequestration, defense and domestic 
programs would face another round of cuts of about $500 
billion apiece. 

Defense Secretary Leon Panetta has said the reductions 
would be disastrous though he hasn't spelled out how the 
Pentagon would make the cuts to weapons, troops and ships. 

Jeffrey Zients, acting head of the Office of Management 
and Budget, and Deputy Defense Secretary Ashton Carter will 
be questioned by the House Armed Services Committee next 
week on how the administration plans to make the one-year, 
$55 billion in defense cuts beginning in January. 
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22. DoD Extends Civilian Hiring Restrictions Through 2018 
(FEDERAL NEWS RADIO 27 JUL 12) ... Jared Serbu 

The Defense Department intends to continue a wide-
ranging freeze on the growth of its civilian workforce for at 
least six more years, according to documents the Pentagon 
drafted in preparation for the budget proposal it will release 
next year. 

The DoD comptroller's guidance to military components 
ordered that current targets for civilian personnel, based on 
2010 staffing levels, will remain in effect through 2018. An 
earlier memo obtained by Federal News Radio said the 
department would seek to hold service contractor personnel at 
levels 30 percent below what the department paid for in 2010. 
That target also will apply through 2018. 

The directives have gotten the attention of Capitol Hill. 
Both sides of the aisle are concerned that the DoD is setting 

arbitrary civilian "caps" without analyzing the work it needs 
its non-uniformed workforce to perform. 

Rep. Randy Forbes (R-Va.) suggested the policies also 
might contradict previously-enacted laws prohibiting the 
department from setting a maximum number of civilian 
employees. 

"Does the cap presume that the budget is driving the 
DoD's civilian workforce requirements, or vice-versa?" Forbes 
asked at an Armed Services readiness subcommittee hearing 
Wednesday. 

It's Not Quite A Cap 
Frederick Vollrath, the Pentagon's principal deputy 

assistant secretary for readiness and force management, 
insisted the notion of a "cap" is a misnomer. 
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"I don't believe we've imposed a cap," he said. "We have 
put it out in terms of a target, with exceptions, so that we can 
have an intelligent discussion. We have not told the services 
they can't increase their civilian workforce. The exceptions are 
there. Language training is the most current one that's been 
working." 

In a statement to Federal News Radio, Pentagon 
spokeswoman Cynthia Smith reiterated that there is no hard 
cap. The 2010 workforce levels are merely a "departure point" 
for prioritizing the DoD's workforce, and the Pentagon 
frequently issues waivers. 

The size of the civilian workforce still will vary from year 
to year based on a balance of mission, workload and available 
budget resources, Smith said. 

The DoD has indicated in recent directives that more 
guidance on the waiver process is forthcoming. But federal 
labor unions contend that so far the process has been tailored 
in such a way those exceptions to the restrictions have been 
few and far between. 

Jay Aronowitz, the Army's deputy assistant secretary for 
force management, offered a glimpse of the effects of the 
civilian hiring restrictions in response to questions from the 
Senate Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs 
Committee in March. 

"The civilian workforce cap…limits the flexibility that the 
Army has, both as a whole and in individual components when 
managing its manpower mix," he wrote. "If a civilian cannot 
be hired, then the only remaining options are to contract the 
function or use borrowed military manpower. The use of 
military personnel is usually not an option, which leaves only 
contracting as a viable means of executing a mission." 

Nothing New, Nothing Borrowed 
Vollrath told lawmakers Wednesday he too was 

concerned about forcing commanders to "siphon off" military 
personnel for work that would otherwise be performed by 
civilians, and that the department was trying to avoid letting 
that happen. 

"We've put out guidance that tells the components to be 
very attuned to the shaping of the force so as not to make 
decisions that could result in borrowed military manpower," 
he said. "If you don't properly identify the civilian workforce 
that you need, the probability goes up that military might be 
sent in to fill that gap. We are keenly aware of the historic 
problems that the problems that happen when we do these 
kinds of downsizings." 

Lawmakers had other worries about the civilian 
workforce however, including concerns that the DoD's human 
capital management strategy is less than optimal in terms of 
understanding the department's workforce requirements, 
whether it can identify the skills already at its disposal and 
determining the right mix of civilian, military and contractor 
personnel it needs to meet its missions. 

But Vollrath said the department has made major progress 
in recent years including developing a better understanding of 
the size of its contractor workforce. He told lawmakers the 
Pentagon finally has a system to count the number of service 
contractors working for DoD and will implement it soon. 

"[An] inventory of contract services was not robustly 
supported in the past," he said. "We now believe we have that 
built, along with information technology support, and it will 
let us get a much better handle on what we are getting for 

those contract services that we've let. Our real focus frankly is 
to get a handle on our civilian workforce and its projected 
requirements. I can't tell you we'll have this all figured out by 
2015 because it's always a moving target, but we believe we 
have tools in place or about to be in place that will let us shape 
the force better than we've ever been able to do in the past." 

According to the Government Accountability Office, the 
DoD has put together a list of 22 of its most critical skills after 
five years of congressional prodding. They include 
contracting, accounting and information technology 
management. 

But while the DoD now knows what it most wants from 
its civilian workforce, the GAO's chief critique is that the 
department still doesn't have a way of measuring how well 
those skills already are represented in the ranks, and 
conversely, where there are gaps. 

Figuring out the holes in the workforce 
Vollrath said the department had begun working on such 

a "gap analysis." But without that study, the Pentagon will risk 
repeating some of the civilian workforce mistakes it made in 
the 1990s, the GAO worries. 

"DoD's efforts in the 1990s to reduce the civilian 
workforce were hampered by incomplete data and the lack of 
a clear strategy, and their approaches had unintended 
consequences," said Brenda Farrell, the GAO's director of 
defense capabilities and management. "For DoD, this was 
especially true of the acquisition workforce. The department 
was put on the verge of a retirement-driven talent drain on that 
workforce after 11 years of downsizing. DoD is still trying to 
rebuild that workforce." Vollrath said he, too, wants to avoid 
poorly-thought-out workforce shakeups. He served as a senior 
Army officer responsible for military personnel in the 1990s, 
and thinks the Pentagon can do better this time. 

"I lived that dream of trying to downsize the force. It's not 
an easy task," he said. 

He said the department is committed to finding the right 
balance between military, civilian and contractor personnel. 
And in some specific areas, that workforce strategy might well 
lead to a surge in civilian hiring. 

"For example, cyber. If [you] went back about five years, 
cyber was barely a term. It's now come to the front. The 
federal civilian workforce is a real opportunity for us because 
we can hire people with those kinds of skills into the mid-
grades," he said. "On the military side, if we want to build that 
kind of competency, we have to bring them in, train them and 
grow them over time. The civilian workforce of the 
Department of Defense is critical to national defense." 

Members also grilled Vollrath on how sequestration 
would impact the civilian workforce and whether he had 
begun planning for the automatic budget cuts. He said he had 
not, and a decision to begin planning would be up to Secretary 
of Defense Leon Panetta. If sequestration should occur, DoD 
would have to alert Congress 105 days before any reductions 
in force could occur, and that the military would have to study 
how it would rebalance its military, civilian and contractor 
workforce. 

Completing such a review would take at least three to four 
months and it hasn't been started yet, Vollrath said. When 
pressed by Forbes as to why, he repeatedly deferred to an Aug. 
1 hearing in which Deputy Defense Secretary Ashton Carter is 
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scheduled to brief lawmakers with more details on how the 
DoD would implement sequestration. 

In the meantime, Congress is relying on the Budget 
Control Act as a guide. Forbes said up to a quarter of the 
department's civilian workforce, or 200,000 employees, may 

need to be cut under sequestration, citing private estimates 
from the Pentagon. 

"The result of any such cuts, particularly without 
analytical underpinning, would be long-term, irreversible 
damage," he said. 
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23. Naval Shipyards Honored As 21st Century Trailblazers And Innovators 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 26 JUL 12) ... Puget Sound and Norfolk Naval Shipyards Public Affairs 

WASHINGTON -- The U.S. Department of Labor will 
recognize Puget Sound Naval Shipyard and Intermediate 
Maintenance Facility (PSNS & IMF) and Norfolk Naval 
Shipyard's (NNSY) apprentice programs, as 21st Century 
Registered Apprenticeship Trailblazers and Innovators, Aug. 
1, in Washington, D.C. 

Registered Apprenticeship is a Department of Labor 
program that connects job seekers looking to learn new skills 
with employers looking for qualified workers. 

The Naval Sea Systems Command shipyards use their 
apprentice programs as part of their efforts to develop an agile, 
flexible, and diverse workforce focused on recruiting and 
hiring superior candidates. 

The shipyards' four-year apprenticeship programs 
combine trade theory, academics, and on-the-job training. 
Apprentices are paid to attend all required curriculum. The 
educational partners provide accredited academic courses that 
result in an academic certificate and/or degree. Following 
completion of the required academics, apprentices document 
on-the-job learning and complete the trade theory and skills 

training which result in journey-level certificates from both 
the Department of Labor and the Department of the Navy. 

PSNS & IMF's apprentice program began in 1901. It has 
produced nearly 9,000 graduates throughout its 111 years of 
continuous operations. The program's tie to secondary 
education began in 1925, and now each graduate receives an 
associate degree in technical arts from educational partner 
Olympic College. The program currently has 812 apprentices 
in 28 trades related to the repair and maintenance of the naval 
fleet. 

NNSY also operates one of the nation's oldest and most 
vital apprentice programs, observing its 100th anniversary Jan 
2, 2013. Registered by the United States Department of Labor 
in 1970, it currently trains approximately 700 apprentices in 
24 skilled occupations each year. NNSY partners with 
Tidewater Community College to provide the required 
academic courses. The NNSY apprenticeship program has 
been recognized twice in the past five years by the Virginia 
Apprenticeship Council for its outstanding apprentices. 
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24. Payne Assumes Command Of Joint Region Marianas 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 27 JUL 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Corwin Colbert, Joint Region Marianas Public 
Affairs 

ASAN, Guam -- Rear Adm. Tilghman D. Payne relieved 
Rear Adm. Paul J. Bushong as Commander, Joint Region 
Marianas (JRM) during a change of command ceremony at 
Flag Circle in Asan, Guam, July 27. 

Payne also assumed the titles of U.S. Defense 
Representative Guam, Commonwealth of the Northern 
Mariana Islands, Federated States of Micronesia, Republic of 
Palau; and Commander, U.S. Naval Forces Marianas. 

Vice Adm. William D. French, commander, Navy 
Installations Command, was the guest speaker. 

"We are here today to recognize and celebrate the 
accomplishments of Rear Adm. Paul Bushong and welcome 
another great leader," French said. "The strength, courage and 
fortitude of leaders like Paul Bushong and Tilghman Payne is 
what makes the United States Navy the best in the world. 
Adm. Tilghman Payne takes over a region that's critical and 
unique in our Navy. Joint Region Marianas is critical to 
meeting CNO (Chief of Naval Operations Jonathan) 
Greenert's guidance and his sailing directions which can be 
summed up in six words - 'war fighting first, operate forward 
and be ready'. I can't think of (any) other place that captures 
those prerequisites and requirements than here in Guam." 

Bushong delivered his final remarks as JRM commander 
and emphasized the importance of Guam to the United States. 

"Guam has played a unique and strategic role for more 
than 100 years and will continue to play a strategic role for the 
foreseeable future," Bushong said. "In January, President 

Obama released the emerging defense strategy which 
explicitly states that the number one priority in regards to 
regions is the Pacific. This was based on the recognition that 
for the United States to remain a great power and able to 
influence world events to our advantage, we must get our 
fiscal house in order. To do this, we must get our economy 
going and the key to that is the Asian-Pacific. Just a glance at 
the globe tells you that Guam is a big part of our Asian-Pacific 
strategy." 

Bushong said he and his wife, Dona, were blessed 
throughout their two tours totaling four and a half years on the 
island. 

"We will miss Guam," he said. "Thank you for making 
our time here truly enjoyable. Tilghman, congratulations on 
coming to a great job. I guarantee the people here in Guam 
will welcome you, and embrace you and your family as one of 
their own just like they did us." 

Bushong is nominated for promotion to vice admiral and 
will serve as U.S. security coordinator, Israel-Palestinian 
Authority. 

Payne is reporting to Guam after serving as Commander, 
Navy Region Midwest, Great Lakes, Ill. 

"I can't tell you how great it is to be here today, back in 
the Pacific and taking command of such a historical 
organization," Payne said. "A few months ago when I learned 
I was coming to Guam I was very excited. There is no place 
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that epitomizes more of what the Navy is about. I cannot think of a more dynamic and interesting place to serve." 
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25. Navy Medical Service Corps 
(KHON FOX HONOLULU 26 JUL 12) 

The Navy Medical Service Corps will be celebrating its 
65th birthday next week. Lt. Cmdr. David Lang, director for 
administration, joined WakeUp2Day to discuss the corps. 

He also discussed the corps’ role in Pacific Partnership. 
View Clip (RT: 2:16) 
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26. Naval Officer With Ties To Clifton Park Recounts Accounts Of Japanese Tsunami And Somali 
Pirates 

(THE SARATOGIAN (NY) 26 JUL 12) ... Glenn Griffith 
CLIFTON PARK — A U.S. Navy officer with close ties 

to Saratoga County has returned to the area with first-hand 
accounts of dealing with Somali pirates and the aftermath of 
the tsunami in Japan. 

U.S. Navy Lt. Sarah Atwell turned 27 last Sunday. As she 
sat in her grandparents’ airy home Monday, she recounted 
how she went from attending local summer camps as an 8-
year-old to navigating a destroyer through a debris-laden sea 
off the coast of Japan. 

Atwell is the granddaughter of Allan and Neva Atwell of 
Clifton Park. Allan Atwell made news last year when he was 
inducted into the French Legion of Honor for his service in the 
U.S. Army in France during World War II. The family has just 
one member with any connection to the Navy, Sarah’s great 
grandfather, Allan Atwell’s father-in-law. 

As she described her experiences, a beaming Allan Atwell 
sat by her side adding bits and pieces to her first-hand 
accounts of Somali pirates and the her description of the 
tsunami’s toll. 

Sarah Atwell stands ramrod straight, even in casual 
clothes. Her military posture makes her |5-foot, 11.5 -inch 
frame seem much taller. Though the family home is in 
Pennsylvania, she spent summers at the YMCA’s Camp 
Chingachgook in the Adirondacks. She went there every 
summer starting as a camper when she was 8 years old and 
concluding her summer stays as 19-year-old camp counselor. 
Her bright eyes and open face light up when she explains her 
enjoyment of the camp and how she learned to sail on Lake 
George. 

It was sailing, after all, or rather sailboats, that indirectly 
sparked her interest in the U.S. Naval Academy and started 
her on a military career. Because of her father’s interest in 
sailing he and Sarah would attend the Annapolis Sailboat 
Show each fall in Annapolis, Md. One day she spotted two 
cadets walking by in dress white uniforms. 

“Who are they?” Atwell asked her father. By the summer 
of her junior year she was signed up to spend a week-long 
seminar at the Naval Academy to get a taste of what it asks 
from students and what it offers. 

“I just loved it,” she said Monday. “I came out of there 
and said, I just have to go here. It had everything I wanted. I 
didn’t mind the rigor at all. In fact, I enjoyed it.” 

After graduating from high school and an extra year at a 
prep school polishing her grades and honing skills in calculus 
and chemistry, she was admitted to the class of 2008. After 
rowing crew for the academy for four years and becoming a 
dedicated member of the “Spirit Squad,” Atwell graduated 

with her class and was commissioned a lieutenant. She has an 
undergraduate degree in oceanography. 

A former high school athlete who skied, played basketball 
and soccer, ran track and cross country, Atwell vividly recalls 
holding down the “engine room” in her skull. However it is 
the stories surrounding the academy’s Spirit Squad that ignites 
her enthusiasm for her old school. 

“They are the cadets you see on the sidelines at all our 
athletic events, like the football games,” she said. “Most times 
our faces are painted blue and white. Everyone goes to the 
games in uniform except the spirit squad. We’re allowed to 
wear non-uniform clothes. I painted my face and braided my 
hair with streamers.” 

It was at one of the football games and dressed for the 
sidelines that Atwell went into the Naval Academy’s 
superintendent’s field box and made a pitch to keep the Spirit 
Squad alive. She wound up the center of several photographs. 

After graduation she chose to start her required tours of 
duty rather than more schooling. She chose the destroyer USS 
Mahan for its schedule and was made the ship’s 
communications officer. It was that tour where she 
encountered Somali pirates. 

“We were in the Gulf of Aden when part of our crew 
boarded a small Somali boat that was suspected of harboring 
pirates,” she said. “They found a rocket propelled grenade 
launcher and bunch of small arms on board so we detained 
nine people from the boat and brought them on board. They 
were very tall and extremely skinny. I’d never seen anyone so 
skinny in my life.” 

The alleged pirates were later released to the Somali 
Coast Guard. 

As she recounted her tour of the African coast Atwell 
described tracking a large privately owned commercial ship 
that had been hijacked with hostages on board. “Our bridge 
spoke with their leader each night,” she said. “Eventually they 
were released. You never find out why it happens but the 
feeling is the vessel’s owner paid a ransom.” 

After finishing her tour of duty with the USS Mahan, 
Atwell said she was looking for a more low key less intense 
experience for her second tour. She scratched California and 
Florida from her choices and chose Japan. In March 2011 she 
was the navigator of the USS Mustin while it was in port an 
hour south of Tokyo, when the ship started to sway. 

“We thought a tug hit us,” Atwell said. “Then we looked 
out and saw the cranes on land swaying and we immediately 
thought earthquake.” 

Within hours she and the rest of the crew saw the 
Japanese Maritime Defense Force ships leaving their side of 
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the Yokosuka Naval Base. They were heading out to sea. The 
Mustin did the same thing the next day. The destroyer had 
been ordered to help with relief efforts off the hard hit 
northern coast of Japan. 

As the ship’s navigator Atwell said she had her work cut 
out for her avoiding large pieces of debris as the ship came 
close to land. 

“We were a couple miles off the coast and the water was 
like a graveyard,” she said. “You’d see entire roofs of homes 
floating by and tractor trailer containers all around you. There 
were also abandoned ships floating past. We’d pinpoint them 
with GPS and pass the information along to the Japanese 
fleet.” 

The Mustin never docked but the ship’s helicopters made 
relief drops to those on shore reeling from the double 
whammy of an earthquake and the tsunami. 

As her tour in the Far East continued Atwell navigated the 
ship though its exercises with the South Korean Navy and the 
Japanese Maritime Force. She also went dockside in Bangkok, 
Thailand to donate blood after massive flooding. She will 
officially end her duty on the ship as navigator next month. 

“I feel good about it,” she said smiling. “We didn’t scrape 
any paint on my watch.” 

Now Atwell is looking forward to two years of more 
pleasant surroundings teaching English to future Italian pilots 
in Livorno, Italy on the Tuscan coast. Before doing that 
though she is off to California for an intensive eight month 
course in Italian. 

“I love being out to sea. I’ve always enjoyed being on the 
water, even at Lake George,” she said. “And I enjoy 
everything about the Navy. I love the diversity of people you 
meet. With a crew of 300 that’s what I do each day, interact 
with all those people. I can’t imagine myself in an office job. I 
love being in the Navy and seeing things others don’t. My 
goal is to command a destroyer.” 

To commemorate her visit Atwell dressed in her white 
uniform and together with her grandfather Allan went to VFW 
Post 1498 in Halfmoon. There, Sarah Atwell was inducted into 
the VFW, an event that made her grandfather one happy 
veteran. 
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27. Family Members Reunite On Ike 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 26 JUL 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Brian Reynolds, Enterprise Carrier Strike Group 
Public Affairs 

USS ENTERPRISE, At Sea -- Twenty-one crew members 
from aircraft carrier USS Enterprise (CVN 65) took a carrier 
on board delivery (COD) flight to aircraft carrier USS Dwight 
D. Eisenhower (CVN 69) today to reunite with family 
members currently serving aboard Ike. 

Crew members from Enterprise toured the Ike and seized 
the opportunity to spend time with family members and 
spouses they had not seen for nearly five months. 

"Twenty-one of the twenty-two passengers aboard the 
COD had family members aboard Eisenhower," said Senior 
Chief Hospital Corpsman Cheri R. Snaza, the leading chief 
petty officer of Enterprise's medical department. "They ranged 
from spouses, brothers, sisters and cousins to uncles and 
nephews." 

Snaza, whose husband is Command Master Chief Gregg 
Snaza, the command master chief aboard Eisenhower, thought 
it would be an auspicious undertaking to help arrange a 
rendezvous between crewmembers from Enterprise and their 
respective family members aboard Eisenhower. 

"Taking the Ike's deployment into consideration, it was 
going to be a 13-month time period before we were going to 
be able to see our spouses or significant family members," 
Snaza said. "My husband and I began chatting about how we 
could accomplish some kind of a cross-deck." 

After coordination and communication between the two 
carriers' commanding officers and operations departments, the 
visit was made possible. 

The visit to the Ike included a welcome aboard by 
Eisenhower's commanding officer, a group photo, individual 
photos, and most importantly, time for family members to 
spend with each other. 

"We wanted each Sailor to get as much time as possible 
with their family member," said Snaza. "Because we went 
over via COD, instead of a helicopter, we were able to afford 
the family members much more time with each other." 

"As soon as I walked off of the COD, my cousin was 
there waiting with arms wide open," said Yeoman 2nd Class 
Jacqueline M. Martinez, assigned to the Screwtops of Carrier 
Airborne Early Warning Squadron (VAW) 123. "The trip was 
phenomenal. I'm very thankful for the opportunity." 

The Eisenhower Carrier Strike Group (IKE CSG)recently 
arrived in U.S. 5th Fleet, replacing the Abraham Lincoln 
Carrier Strike Group, July 17, augmenting the presence of the 
Enterprise Carrier Strike Group (ECSG)in the region. 

Enterprise and Eisenhower are both currently deployed to 
the U.S. 5th Fleet area of responsibility supporting maritime 
security operations and theater security cooperation efforts in 
support of Operation Enduring Freedom. 

Return to Index 
 

28. Sexual Assaults Plague Military After Decades Of Reform 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 26 JUL 12) ... David Lerman 

Air Force Staff Sergeant Luis Walker called the woman 
identified in court as “Airman 9” into his office and asked her 
to close the door. 

Walker, a military instructor at Lackland Air Force Base 
in San Antonio, turned up the volume on a pornographic 
video, asked the 21-year-old recruit if she was turned on, and 

then demanded oral sex, according to testimony in a court-
martial that ended last week in his conviction. 

Walker, 26, was sentenced to 20 years in prison on July 
21 for crimes including rape, adultery, obstruction of justice 
and aggravated sexual assault against 10 victims. He is one of 
15 instructors at the Texas air base who’ve been under 
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investigation for sexual misconduct involving at least 38 
trainees. 

“It’s appalling that this would happen again,” said 
Elizabeth Hillman, a law professor, Air Force veteran and 
president of the National Institute for Military Justice, a 
nonprofit group. 

It’s been nine years since allegations of sexual assaults 
rocked the Air Force Academy in Colorado, 16 years since a 
dozen Army instructors were charged with abusing recruits at 
the Army’s Aberdeen Proving Ground in Maryland and 21 
years since the Tailhook scandal, in which scores of Navy and 
Marine officers were alleged to have sexually assaulted at 
least 83 women during a military convention at the Las Vegas 
Hilton hotel. 

Order, Discipline 
Now, yet another sex scandal has engulfed the military, 

renewing questions about why the Pentagon’s leaders and the 
services have failed for decades to curb sexual abuse despite 
the military’s emphasis on “good order and discipline.” 

“Nothing’s changed,” said Paula Puopolo, who as a Navy 
lieutenant became the public face of the Tailhook scandal. She 
was the only victim to come forward publicly. 

The military’s macho culture, a strict hierarchy that can 
lead to abuses of power and a reluctance to roil units through 
prosecutions are to blame, say those who have studied the 
issue or endured its consequences, including Puopolo. 

“It’s not just a woman’s issue that women are being raped 
by men they serve with,” Puopolo, who was Paula Coughlin at 
the time of Tailhook before she married, said in an interview. 
“I just don’t see how anyone’s going to accomplish a mission 
or create an integrated force if they don’t get rid of this 
cancer.” 

Women made up about 14 percent of the active-duty 
military force last year, according to Defense Department 
figures, and they are now eligible for all but direct combat 
roles. More than 280,000 women have served in the Iraq and 
Afghanistan wars. 

Victims Units 
The failure to curb assaults led Secretary of Defense Leon 

Panetta to propose “special victims units” to pursue 
complaints. It also has revived past proposals, from taking the 
prosecution of sexual assault charges out of the military chain 
of command to having segregated training for women with 
female instructors. 

Lackland, one of the military’s busiest training centers, 
provides basic training to all Air Force recruits. About 500 
instructors train 35,000 cadets annually, General Edward Rice, 
the head of the Air Force Air Education and Training 
Command, said at a June 28 press briefing. 

About 22 percent of the recruits are women, as are 11 
percent of the trainers, he said. 

Retired Navy Rear Admiral Marianne Drew, who helped 
overhaul the Navy’s sexual harassment policies after the 
Tailhook scandal, said military instructors can become sexual 
predators because of the power they hold over young recruits 
taught to obey their every word. 

“They have complete control over these kids, and it’s 
important that they do,” Drew said in an interview. “But it’s 
possible to get somebody in there who takes that too far.” 

‘Boy’s-Club Attitude’ 

Morris Davis, a former military prosecutor who led an 
investigation of the 2003 Air Force Academy scandal, said 
some officers’ clubs still had strippers when he joined the Air 
Force in 1983. 

“Thirty years later, there’s still some of that boy’s-club 
attitude,” Davis said. “I don’t know that we’ve ever overcome 
that institutional culture.” 

As they’ve done many times before, military leaders 
responded to the Lackland charges by vowing to stamp out 
sexual abuse and institute reforms to help victims and 
strengthen the hands of prosecutors. 

“We have no place in the military for sexual assault,” 
Panetta said at a June 29 press conference. 

‘No Difference’ 
For all the hearings, study commissions and promised 

reforms, nothing has solved the problem, as an Air Force 
general acknowledged last week. 

“We’ve done a lot of work, and we’ve made no 
difference,” said General Mark Welsh, commander of U.S. Air 
Forces in Europe, whom President Barack Obama has 
nominated to be the next Air Force chief of staff. 

“Everyone is trying to do the right thing and figure out 
some way of stopping this,” he told the Senate Armed 
Services Committee at a July 19 hearing. “In fact, we haven’t 
even reversed the trend.” 

The Pentagon said 3,192 sexual assaults were reported in 
the military last year, from unwanted sexual touching to rape, 
a 1 percent increase from the previous year. 

Fail To Report 
Most victims fail even to report abuse, according to the 

Pentagon, which estimated the actual number of assaults is 
almost 19,000 a year, based on anonymous surveys of the 
active- duty force in 2010. 

Such a survey of Air Force personnel in 2010 found 19 
percent of all female airmen and 2 percent of male airmen 
reported being victims of sexual assault at some time in their 
military careers. 

The surveys nonetheless show progress, according to Air 
Force Colonel Alan Metzler. The rate of unwanted sexual 
contact against women declined by 35 percent from 2006 to 
2010, said Metzler, deputy director of the Pentagon’s Sexual 
Assault Prevention and Response Office, which was created in 
2005 to provide services such as a 24-hour rape hotline. 

Jennifer Norris, who joined the Maine Air National Guard 
in 1996 at the age of 24, said she can still recall the shame and 
fear she felt as the victim of sexual assault in two incidents, 
one involving her immediate superior. 

“He pulled me into his room and tried to force me on his 
bed,” Norris said in an interview, describing an incident at 
Brunswick Naval Air Station in Maine in 1997. “The door 
didn’t shut tight. I was able to scream and one of my friends 
heard me. It was totally traumatizing.” 

‘Survival Mode’ 
Even so, she said, she was reluctant to report the assault. 
“I was forced to work with my assaulter,” Norris said. “I 

was so worried about the power he had over me, my 
promotion, my job assignment. I had to find a survival mode. I 
knew if I said anything my career would be over.” 

Norris filed a complaint about a year later against the 
noncommissioned officers. Air National Guard documents that 
she provided show that a master sergeant agreed to a voluntary 
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reduction in rank, resignation from his position and 
reassignment to a different Guard unit. The case involving a 
former tech sergeant was settled with a letter of reprimand and 
his immediate resignation from the Guard. 

“‘When they do prosecute, which is rarely, they end up 
getting a slap on the wrist and not ruining their careers,” 
Norris said. She said she agreed to the settlement of her case 
because “I just wanted it to go away so I could go back to 
work and move on.” 

Captain Shanon Cotta, a spokesman for the Maine 
National Guard, said yesterday the Guard couldn’t confirm the 
documents because records aren’t kept for more than four 
years after cases are resolved. 

Coach Paterno 
Representative Jackie Speier, a California Democrat who 

serves on the House Armed Services Committee, is pushing 
legislation that would take the prosecution of sexual assault 
cases outside the military chain of command. She said 
commanders are loath to go after their own men, and victims 
fear retaliation if they report an assault. 

Likening the prevalence of assaults in the military to the 
abuse scandals that have plagued Pennsylvania State 
University’s football program and the Roman Catholic 
Church, Speier said, “As long as Coach Paterno or the bishop 
is in charge, they’re going to take steps to mitigate the 
problem and sweep it under the rug.” 

Commander in Field 
The chairman of the House Armed Services Committee, 

Representative Howard “Buck” McKeon, a California 
Republican, hasn’t agreed to take up the bill to create an 
independent council to oversee prosecutions, and military 
officers are making their opposition clear. 

“We don’t think having a committee of folks sitting in 
Washington, D.C., should substitute their judgment for the 
commander in the field,” Metzler of the Pentagon office on 
assault prevention said. “That can’t happen from here. 
Commanders are the ones that are going to solve this 
problem.” 

A directive by Panetta in April requires cases such as rape 
to be handled by an officer with the rank of colonel or Navy 
captain at minimum. 

“At the local unit level, sometimes these matters are put 
aside,” Panetta said at the briefing. “At a higher command 
level, we will have action taken as a result of these 
complaints.” 

Closed-Door Hearing 
McKeon is focusing on enacting provisions on sexual 

assault that were included in the annual defense authorization 
bill, spokesman Claude Chafin said in an e-mail. Those 
include creating the special victims units of investigators, 
prosecutors and counselors that Panetta proposed in April, as 
well as better reporting of assault allegations. 

McKeon’s House committee plans to hold a closed-door 
hearing with Air Force Secretary Michael Donley on the 
Lackland scandal next week, Chafin said. 

Of the 15 instructors under investigation at Lackland, six 
have been charged with crimes, from sexual advances to rape. 
The others are being investigated for allegations of improper 
sexual contact, non-physical contact through social media and, 
in at least two cases, some form of sexual assault. 

With no solution in sight, the Air Force is considering 
segregated training for women, Rice said. 

The approach has worked for the Marine Corps, the only 
service branch that trains women separately, said Lieutenant 
Colonel Gabrielle Hermes, commanding officer of the 4th 
Recruit Training Battalion at Parris Island, South Carolina, 
where all female Marine recruits are trained. 

Female Mentors 
“It allows them strong female mentors for this 

transformation to become a Marine,” Hermes said in an 
interview. “This strong female role model is important.” 

Davis, the former military prosecutor, said segregated 
training is sure to face opposition. 

“There’s a philosophy that you’ve got to train like we 
fight, and that’s not how we fight,” Davis said of gender 
segregation. “When we deploy, it’s men and women. It would 
seem in 2012 that we shouldn’t have to segregate like that.” 

Fifteen years ago, a commission headed by former senator 
Nancy Kassebaum-Baker, a Kansas Republican, found that the 
Marines’ separate basic training was producing good results 
and recommended that the Army, Navy, and Air Force train 
and house new male and female recruits separately. Defense 
Secretary William Cohen immediately rejected that 
recommendation, although he adopted some lesser measures. 

Puopolo, the victim of the Navy Tailhook scandal who 
now runs a yoga center in Florida, hesitated when asked 
whether she encourages women to join the military. 

“All I can say is, ‘Be careful,’” Puopolo said. “Don’t lose 
touch with who you are, what’s acceptable, and what’s not.” 
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FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
29. CBO Again Disputes Navy Shipbuilding Costs 
(DEFENSE NEWS 26 JUL 12) ... Christopher P. Cavas 

The yearly price tag to carry out the Navy’s latest 30-year 
shipbuilding plan comes to about $20 billion, a new 
congressional report said, more than $3 billion a year above 
the Navy’s projections. 

Overall, even though the latest plan features seven fewer 
ships than the previous year, the price tag for the future fleet 
has risen, reported the Congressional Budget Office in its 
annual assessment of the Navy’s shipbuilding plan. 

In the 30-year plan sent to Congress in late March, 
covering the years from 2013 to 2042, the Navy estimates it 

needs an annual shipbuilding budget of $16.8 billion, up from 
$16 billion a year ago. 

CBO, however, using different methods to compute costs, 
figures a new budget of $20 billion is necessary, up from its 
forecast last year of $18.6 billion. 

Including all ship types — ranging from small Joint High 
Speed Vessels to giant nuclear-powered aircraft carriers — the 
Navy’s estimate for the average cost per ship of the 268 ships 
it plans to buy over the next three decades is $1.9 billion. 
CBO’s estimate is $2.2 billion. 
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The differences between the Navy and CBO figures are 
typical, and reflect little change in ongoing trends. In virtually 
every annual assessment, CBO concludes the Navy’s plan is 
underfunded. 

The gap between the estimates, however, has risen. 
The Navy estimates that, over the entire 30 years, it will 

spend $505 billion in constant 2012 dollars. But CBO 
forecasts $599 billion — a gap of $94 billion, up from last 
year’s differential of $76 billion. 

The expanded gap seems to primarily derive from 
different assessments of the CVN 78 aircraft carrier program, 
the SSBN(X) Ohio-class replacement program for a new 
strategic missile submarine, and the DDG 51 Flight III version 
of the Arleigh Burke-class destroyer. 

The first of the carriers now is under construction. The 
Flight III is scheduled to appear in the 2016 budget, and the 
SSBN(X) in 2019. 

While the report highlighted familiar differences between 
CBO and the Navy, the service took the somewhat unusual 
step of issuing a blog statement about how its cost forecasts 
are calculated. 

Titled “The Rigor Behind Costing of the Navy’s 30-Year 
Shipbuilding Plan,” the blog post was posted late Thursday. It 
was written by Assistant Secretary of the Navy (Research 
Development & Acquisition) Sean Stackley and Vice Adm. 
John Blake, the deputy chief of naval operations, integration 
of capabilities and resources, known as N8. 

The blog post is quoted here in its entirety: 
“Based on a report issued by the Congressional Budget 

Office (CBO), there has been media reporting and discussion 
about the cost estimating methodology used by the Navy to 
forecast over the 30-year shipbuilding plan. 

“The Navy’s 30-year plan assesses Department of the 
Navy investments in battle force ships in three 10-year 
periods, called near, mid, and far-term. 

“The near-term 10-year period (fiscal year 2013-FY22) 
comprises the FY13-FY17 Future Years Defense Program 
(FYDP) and the next FYDP. The mid-term planning period 
covers the two FYDPs between FY23-FY32, and the far-term 
planning period covers the two FYDPs between FY33-FY42. 

“Confidence in cost estimates over these time periods 
inevitably declines over time. Unsurprisingly, then, the 
difference in Navy and CBO forecasts for new ship 
construction increases over time. Depending on the costs 
being considered, CBO’s numbers are 9 to 11 percent higher 
in the near-term planning period, 11 to 13 percent higher in 
the mid-term planning period, and 30 to 33 percent in the far-
term. 

“The Navy’s confidence in our cost estimates in the 
FYDP (i.e, the current budget window) is extremely high. 
From FY13 through FY17, there is great stability in our 
shipbuilding programs. Pending Congressional approval, 
DDG 51 Arleigh Burke-class destroyers and SSN 774 
Virginia-class submarines will be procured via fixed-price 

incentive multiyear contracts. Littoral Combat Ships (LCS) 
are being bought under fixed price incentive block buy 
contracts through FY15 and it is envisioned follow-on fixed 
price incentive block buys or multiyear contracts will be used. 
The CVN 79 aircraft carrier and LHA 8 assault ship will be 
procured under fixed price incentive contracts. The Navy’s 
Oiler Replacement (T-AOX), as all other auxiliary ships, will 
be procured using fixed price contracts. The stability afforded 
by fixed price, long-term contracts, particularly on these 
mature programs with stable ship configurations, lends 
greater confidence in the Navy’s estimates for the first FYDP 
in the near term. In fact, Navy and CBO estimates for this time 
frame are within five percent. 

“The second five-year period of the near term continues 
to build stable designs of the Virginia, LCS, LHA, T-AOX, and 
DDG 51 classes. 

“There are two lead ships that will be introduced during 
the second five years. The Navy is focused on balancing 
requirements with affordability for these and all new ship 
classes. The Navy will begin the LSD (landing ship dock 
amphibious ship) replacement in FY18. While the design for 
this ship is not yet finalized (analysis is on-going) — this is a 
replacement for the LSD 41/LSD 49 Class — the cost to build 
this class of ships is well understood. 

“The other lead ship introduced at the end of the near-
term period is the SSBN(X) Ohio Replacement. The 
department has already established affordability targets for 
the lead and follow Ohio Replacement and is investing 
research and development in order to meet these targets. 

“The focus on stable designs and focus on affordability 
for future platforms is considered in the Navy’s cost estimates 
for the mid and far-term periods. During the mid-term period 
(FY23-FY32), there is relative stability in all classes of ships 
as the Navy continues to build existing designs. Any new 
designs during the mid-term period will also focus on 
affordability and be informed by the class it is intended to 
replace. Clearly, however, uncertainty regarding the future 
requirements, related costs and external factors such as 
escalation, increases during the mid-term. 

“The far-term period simply assumes a one-for-one 
replacement for ships expected to retire in that period. The 
Navy estimates for these ships are based on the cost 
knowledge of today’s ships escalated to the far-term. 

“Overall, the Navy’s 30-year plan is built upon the 
confidence in our estimates during the next five years and the 
affordability focus placed on our new shipbuilding programs. 
The Navy acknowledges in the 30-year plan that the accuracy 
of its estimates decrease in the mid to far term planning 
periods. However, our 30-year plan provides the best estimate 
possible balancing stable costs in the near-term and cost 
projections of capability required over time.” 

View CBO Shipbuilding Report 
View Navy Repsonse 
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30. Insiders: GOP Won’t Stop Pentagon’s Green-Energy Push 
(NATIONAL JOURNAL 25 JUL 12) ... Olga Belogolova 

Republicans in both the House and Senate this year have 
proposed cutting funds for alternative-energy programs in the 
defense authorization bill. But these efforts won’t gain much 

traction, National Journal’s Energy & Environment Insiders 
say. 
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More than 70 percent of Insiders say that the Defense 
Department’s move to use more biofuels will survive 
congressional opposition, arguing that lawmakers will have 
trouble saying no to the Pentagon. 

“Despite the GOP’s overzealous pursuit to end any 
program that doesn’t line the pockets of big oil, this program 
likely survives because DOD doesn’t actually answer to 
Congress,” one Insider said. 

In particular, arguing in favor of cutting military biofuels 
spending becomes an uphill battle when Pentagon officials, 
military veterans, and former lawmakers are saying that the 
spending is needed to save lives in war zones. 

“The biofuel initiatives aren’t all about greener energy, 
but ways to meet energy requirements in the field that put 
fewer lives at risk (particularly in convoys). If biofuels can 
improve operations in the field, the work will continue,” one 
Insider said. 

Pentagon officials have long argued that alternative 
energy can save both money—by reducing dependence on 
oil—and lives, because American fuel convoys are often 
targeted in attacks. 

“The facts can’t be ignored—DOD and America are too 
dependent on foreign oil and it costs too much in blood and 
money,” one Insider said. 

There’s also “electoral logic” to increased biofuels 
spending, another Insider said. Investment in biofuels, whether 
it comes from the Defense Department or anywhere else, plays 
well in farm states that could see new jobs and industry 
growth from these efforts. 

In that regard, Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack has 
been a prominent part of a number of Pentagon biofuels 
announcements and regularly appears alongside Navy 
Secretary Ray Mabus touting the Navy’s new biofuel-powered 
“Great Green Fleet,” which saw its first successful 
demonstration during maritime exercises off the coast of 
Hawaii last week. 

Although House lawmakers in May passed a provision in 
the defense authorization bill to prevent the military from 
purchasing alternative fuels that exceed the cost of “traditional 
fossil fuel,” and the Senate version included similar 
provisions, Insiders agree that such efforts are not likely to 
survive the final conference on the bill. 

“Congress can stop DOD only if it enacts a law. Enacting 
laws has not exactly been a signature strength of this 
Congress,” one Insider cracked. 

Still, 29 percent of Insiders think that the military biofuels 
push will not succeed, especially at a time when the Defense 
Department is already facing significant cuts. 

“It won’t survive at current levels,” one Insider said. 
“With rescission looming large at the Pentagon, an expensive 
program with political opposition won’t survive in full.” 

Most Insiders said that military investments in renewable 
energy will spur similar investments in the private sector. 
Thirty-one percent of Insiders said that the Defense 
Department's investments are 'very likely' to encourage an 
alternative-energy push from industry. 

"DOD is validating the performance of replacement 
biofuels in practice and reducing the technical uncertainty 
surrounding their production processes. Both these 
developments will spur additional attention and work in the 
private sector," one Insider said. 

"The military had a track record of investing and 
developing nascent technologies that eventually become part 
of the mainstream consumer experience in this country. Think 
Internet, smartphones, etc.," another Insider added. 

But the rest of the Insiders were split on what effect the 
Pentagon's efforts might actually have on the private sector—
28 percent voted "somewhat likely," another 28 percent voted 
"not very likely," and 13 percent said "not at all." 

"The petroleum market is close to $3 trillion per year," 
one Insider said. "If garnering a share of that market isn't 
incentive enough for a competitive alternative, then the 
military program won't make much difference." 

The Pentagon’s green-energy program hit a speed 
bump with an effort by congressional Republicans to cut 
funding for biofuel spending from the defense 
authorization bill. Will the Defense Department’s push for 
greater use of alternative energy survive opposition in 
Congress? (38 votes) 

Yes (71%) 
“While House Republicans equate biofuels in the military 

with climate change and curvature of the earth, Defense 
Secretary [Leon] Panetta and the Senate majority will keep 
those caissons rolling on renewable energy.” 

“There almost certainly will be some military biofuel 
spending even if Congress trims it substantially.” 

“There is generally a bipartisan consensus that the U.S. 
military should have the maximum number of options, which 
impacts mission, capability, and saving lives.” 

“The nation's security depends upon nimbler, smarter, 
more-efficient energy supplies—and fortunately, the military 
GETS this fact, because it faces this truth on a daily basis." 

“Biofuels are stupid energy policy, but there is an 
electoral logic, especially in farm states well represented in the 
Senate, so the Senate will block House efforts to stop DOD 
from wasting money buying farm votes on biofuels.” 

“The ultimate fate of the DOD biofuels program will be 
decided by the outcome of the presidential election in 
November.” 

“Both uniformed and civilian leaders in the military 
support advanced biofuels—and that support started under 
[Defense Secretary Donald] Rumsfeld. Oh, and the fuels work. 
They're not going anywhere.” 

“Congressional Republicans want a partisan fight over the 
administration's 'Green Agenda,' but they will fail when they 
realize this is a defense-driven agenda by military leaders and 
personnel to enhance our nation's security.” 

“While it might survive this year, it will not survive a 
Republican Congress next year or the military indefinitely. 
Today, the military brass are only giving it lip service.” 

“A decade of wars, the volatility of a global commodity, 
and DOD dependence as the largest consumer of liquid fuels 
in the world make diversifying energy sources a national-
security imperative.” 

No (29%) 
“With the economy still shaky, voters won't reward 

candidates that emphasize environmental issues.” 
“With Europe increasing their consumption of coal, 

international agreements on climate change will take a back 
seat. More importantly, the issue does not play well in 
battleground states.” 
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“Climate change will not be an election issue, other than 
lobbing some political grenades by Republicans in coal and oil 
regions which might attract votes” 

“Historically, environmental issues are only important in 
presidential elections when there are no 'guns and butter' 
issues. The 'butter' issues this year push climate change off the 
radar screen. It does not help that environmental groups have 
become part of the Democratic Party—they are taken for 
granted by Democrats and have no appeal to Republicans, and 
that is a poor foundation for significant legislative change. 
Obvious strategic error, assuming these groups are actually 
interested in change, not fundraising.” 

“There's a clear difference between Obama and Romney 
(and for that matter, the [John] McCain of 2008 and Romney) 
on climate, but economic issues will trump just about 
everything else this year, including climate.” 

“We've come a long way—or rather, we've taken a lot of 
steps backward—since 2008. It's amazing to think about how 
much more polarizing an issue climate change is today than it 
was during that election. No way will it be a major issue, 
though energy security and domestic production surely will.” 

“The political scars of Waxman/Markey and 
Kerry/Lieberman/Graham are too deep—both sides will 
continue to avoid climate change in the campaign as much as 
possible.” 

“Senator McCain had a long, public history of urging 
action on climate change. Since that time, the opposite has 
become a litmus test for whether one is a true Republican.” 

How likely are the military’s investments in renewable 
energy to spur similar investments in the private sector? 
(38 votes) 

Very Likely (31%) 
"The military had a track record of investing and 

developing nascent technologies that eventually become part 
of the mainstream consumer experience in this county. Think 
Internet, smartphones, etc." 

"This will likely be even more successful with 
commercially viable, drop-in bio-based fuel options." 

"DOD is validating the performance of replacement 
biofuels in practice and reducing the technical uncertainty 
surrounding their production processes. Both these 
developments will spur additional attention and work in the 
private sector." 

"DOD's partnership with private sector and its ability to 
require or leverage significant private investment to develop 
or deploy technologies has been a resounding success ... the 
Internet, GPS, semiconductors, nuclear power. Advanced 
biofuels is just another in a long line of efforts to enhance our 

energy security, protect the lives of American warfighters, and 
shield the Pentagon's budget. And, on advanced biofuels, the 
Pentagon is requiring the private sector to more than match 
public investments." 

"With defense spending accounting for 4.5 percent of 
GDP, Pentagon investments in renewable energy function as 
important research and development for subsequent private 
investment." 

"The military has always been a leader when it comes to 
technological innovation. Firms supplying biofuels to the 
Pentagon have cut fuel costs by 80 percent in the past few 
years—that benefits the private sector too. We should hope the 
military's investment continues, so that costs and deployment 
of advanced biofuels expand even further." 

Somewhat Likely (28%) 
"If the Pentagon starts using biofuels in any large ratio, it 

could bend the cost curve down for the private sector ... 
especially the aviation industry. Though not at all for 
renewable electricity." 

"Somewhat likely—although that shouldn't matter. These 
are military capabilities that are needed to ensure national 
security. We should make the investment regardless of the 
likelihood to spur similar investments in the private sector." 

"Perhaps jaded by all the unfulfilled promises of climate 
legislation or CES/RES programs, the market participants 
we've met with are not relying on the military programs to 
survive or break through. They appear to view the DOD 
opportunity as a possible large incremental market if it comes 
together." 

Not Very Likely (28%) 
"Profitable technologies trickle down; wasteful 

technologies evaporate." 
"Investments in renewable energy are benefiting more 

from all of the federal subsidies and mandates currently in 
place. The DOD is merely serving as another example of that. 
All of these market distortions are actually hindering progress 
in the renewable-energy field." 

"The petroleum market is close to $3 trillion per year. If 
garnering a share of that market isn't incentive enough for a 
competitive alternative, then the military program won't make 
much difference." 

Not at All (13%) 
"The private sector—like most consumers—will toy with 

green technologies, but only if the premium is small—not a 
multiple of the conventional price." 

"Not clear what DOD can do that the [Renewable Fuels 
Standard] isn't already doing." 
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31. ‘Policy Uncertainty’ Could Choke Development Of Military Biofuel 
(NATIONAL DEFENSE 26 JUL 12) ... Sandra I. Erwin 

Congressional antagonism toward the Pentagon’s biofuels 
program is raising concerns about the future of private-sector 
investments in alternative energy. 

Senate and House amendments to the Fiscal Year 2013 
National Defense Authorization Act would limit the Defense 
Department’s authority to purchase biofuels in large quantities 
until they become cost competitive with petroleum. Some 
Republican lawmakers regard military biofuels as a cover for 
the administration’s green-energy agenda. Others simply 

object to the Defense Department spending funds on 
alternative fuels when there are ample supplies of domestic 
and foreign petroleum available at less cost. 

To outsiders, the NDAA debate is just one more partisan 
battle in Washington’s larger political wars. But anti-biofuel 
sentiments on Capitol Hill are raising serious alarm bells 
within the alternative-fuel industry and stirring concerns 
among Pentagon officials who support green energy because 
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of the chilling effect that the political divide could have on 
private investment. 

“If there is a lot of uncertainty, we are going to lose 
private capital,” said Phyllis Cuttino, director of the Pew 
Project on National Security, Energy, and Climate. 

The Defense Department’s plan to become a consumer of 
alternative fuels is predicated on the ability of the private 
sector to scale up production and on commercial airlines 
transitioning to biofuels so prices become more competitive. 
All that requires substantial private investments that might be 
at risk if venture capitalists decide that the politics of biofuels 
pose too big a financial risk. 

Assistant Secretary of Defense for Operational Energy 
Plans and Programs Sharon Burke said she does have concerns 
that legislative restrictions could jeopardize the Defense 
Department’s goals to diversify its sources of energy. 

“For the future, our military will need alternatives to 
petroleum to keep our supplies diverse, especially for our 
legacy fleet of ships and planes, which will be with us for 
decades to come,” Burke said in a statement to National 
Defense. “The private sector will be the leaders in developing 
a commercially viable alternative fuels industry, and we have 
concerns that restrictions on the department's ability to obtain 
the milspec fuel we need to achieve our mission may reduce 
the development and availability of these alternatives over the 
long term.” 

The Defense Department began to step up its pursuit of 
alternative fuels in 2007, and over the past two years the Navy 
and the Air Force have made headlines for their embrace of 
aviation biofuels as a future hedge against rising oil prices and 
unreliable foreign oil suppliers. 

In the wake of the House and Senate NDAA amendments, 
Pew has mobilized biofuels supporters andreleased a letter this 
week that was signed by more than 350 veterans, including 
retired generals and admirals, as well as former Senate and 
House Armed Services Committee chairmen Sen. John 
Warner and Rep. Ike Skelton, urging the president and 
Congress to support the Pentagon’s initiatives to diversify its 
energy sources. The letter echoes biofuel producers’ belief that 
the military is needed as an essential anchor customer. 

Lawmakers in the House and Senate have argued that 
biofuels are cost prohibitive at a time when the military’s 
budget is stretched. The Navy’s “great green fleet” effort was 
particularly criticized by members of the House Armed 
Services Committee as an example of misplaced priorities 
when the Navy is cutting back on new ship buys and other 
modernization programs. 

The Senate Armed Services Committee agreed to add 
anti-biofuel provisions to the NDAA. Biofuel supporters’ best 
hope now lies with Sens. Jeanne Shaheen, D-N.H., and Susan 
Collins, R-Maine, who vowed in a recent op-ed article that 
they would fight to protect the Defense Department’s biofuel 
funds, including a Navy commitment of more than $200 
million as part of joint $500 million effort with the 
Departments of Energy and Agriculture. 

Cuttino said the green-energy community has been taken 
aback by the partisan tenor of an issue that has national 
security implications. 

“We’ve been dismayed by the politicization of these 
[military biofuel] efforts,” Cuttino said July 24 during a 
conference call with reporters. “These issues should not be 

politicized,” she said. “To have these innovations singled out 
is unfortunate.” 

The Pentagon’s financial commitment is being blown out 
of proportion, she said. Biofuel expenditures are a tiny fraction 
of what the Defense Department spends on fuel each year, 
Cuttino said. The Pentagon’s annual energy bill is about $15 
billion, three-quarters of which is spent on liquid fuels. Pew 
estimated that Defense Department biofuel expenditures last 
year were $1.2 billion, up from $400 million two years ago. A 
Pew study projects military biofuel purchases will reach $10 
billion annually by 2030. 

When Congress was fighting a year ago over the nation’s 
debt ceiling, investors were alarmed. The battle over biofuels 
creates a similar cloud of policy uncertainty that could be 
damaging to an industry that is just getting off the ground, 
Cuttino said. 

The trends in private investment in alternative energy in 
G-20 countries are cause for concern, she said, as they indicate 
that investors tend to flee when they see policy indecision. 
“What we know from all our research over several years is 
that if there is a question of uncertainty when it comes to 
policy, private investment will move on to another country 
where there is more policy certainty.” 

The United States currently is a world leader in attracting 
private capital to alternative energy, she said. The European 
economic crisis might keep the United States in the lead for 
some time, but venture capitalists also may be souring on U.S. 
biofuels investments, according to analysts. 

Interest in capital-intensive industries such as energy is 
fading, said a July report by Dow Jones VentureSource. 
Investors are raising red flags about biofuel investment 
because of the large amounts of capital needed to build 
infrastructure. “The second quarter is the worst for investment 
in energy and utilities start-ups since the first quarter of 2009,” 
said VentureSource. 

The Commercial Aviation Alternative Fuels Initiative — 
a coalition of airlines, aircraft and engine manufacturers, 
energy producers and U.S. government agencies — cautions 
that project financing is still the “biggest remaining challenge 
to the deployment of alternative aviation fuels.” Nevertheless, 
CAAFI is “confident that environmentally friendly alternative 
jet fuel derived from several feedstocks will be available in the 
next two to five years,” the group said in a statement on its 
website. The barrier to deployment, said CAAFI, is the 
availability of capital, as production plants cost on the order of 
$100,000 per barrel per day. 

FlightGlobal.com reported that, since 2007, more than 
1,500 passenger flights have been made using biofuels 
produced from feedstocks such as household waste and algae. 
“The major challenge now is to work out how to produce large 
quantities of sustainable biofuel at a cost that is commercially 
competitive to airlines,” FlightGlobal noted. 

Lufthansa, one of the world’s largest airlines, has 
projected that renewable jet fuel will replace up to 5 percent of 
the market in the next five to seven years. 

In the United States, the biofuel industry needs the 
military to commit to long-term purchases so it can secure 
investors, Pew said in a statement. “The military’s leadership, 
cooperation with the private sector, and early adoption have 
been critical to the commercialization of many technologies 
such as semiconductors, nuclear energy, the Internet, and the 
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Global Positioning System,” Pew noted. “Maintaining energy 
innovation, inside and outside the Defense Department, is 
critical to our national security.” 

The office of the secretary of defense recently unveiled a 
new policy to guide the military services’ investments in 
alternative fuels. It states that the Defense Department's 
"primary alternative fuels goal is to ensure operational military 
readiness, improve battle space effectiveness, and further 
flexibility of military operations through the ability to use 
multiple, reliable fuel sources." 

The Obama administration’s most visible champion of 
biofuels, Navy Secretary Ray Mabus, has been pushing back 
on congressional attacks. In a Facebook post, he refutes media 
reports that the Navy will spend $1.8 billion on biofuels. The 
Navy “will only purchase operational quantities of biofuel 
blends when they are competitive with petroleum, period,” he 
says. “The Navy is pursuing alternatives because the nation’s 
reliance on foreign oil is a significant and well-recognized 
military vulnerability.” 

Turning congressional critics around might be tough. 
Biofuel detractors have seized on a RAND Corp. study 
commissioned by the U.S. Air Force that concluded that 
military investments in biofuels are not a smart use of 
taxpayer dollars, and casts doubts on the notion that the 
Defense Department — which accounts for just 1.5 percent of 
U.S. fuel consumption — can move the market in any 
significant way. 

Countering the advocacy from organizations such as Pew 
are groups like the Institute for Energy Research, a 
conservative energy think tank that has characterized the 
Defense Department’s biofuel program as a case of "waste, 
fraud and abuse." In a July letter to congressional committees, 
IER President Thomas Pyle urged lawmakers to investigate 
the Pentagon’s green agenda. He accused the Obama 
administration of squandering defense dollars. The Advanced 
Biofuels Association has sought to counter IER’s attacks by 
publishing a series of white papers on the merits of biofuels as 
a matter of national security. 
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32. Navy Is Moving Ahead On The Green Fleet As Secretary Denies Claims On Cost 
(COLORADO GREEN ENERGY EXAMINER 26 JUL 12) ... Robert Bowen 

Secretary of the Navy Ray Mabus said today that the 
Navy is moving forward on its Green Fleet despite attempts by 
Sen. John McCain, House Republicans, and oil companies to 
stop it. Senator McCain and other Senators are pushing a 
provision to the Defense budget that will prohibit the military 
from purchasing any biofuels. 

The House passed killed the Navy’s $70 million request 
its biofuels program last week. A much bigger fight over the 
future of alternative fuels will come later this year, when the 
National Defense Authorization Act comes to a floor vote in 
the Senate. 

This may be the first time in history a Republican 
Congress killed any request for funds from the military. 
Perhaps contributions from big oil had something to do with it. 

Secretary Mabus is fighting back and he has some big 
guns behind him. Stars and Stripes reports that “hundreds of 
veterans, about two dozen former flag officers, and other 
notable officials threw their support behind Defense 
Department efforts to adopt alternative fuel sources.” They 
wrote a letter to Congress and President Barack Obama this 
week. 

The letter includes signatures from former Senate Armed 
Services Committee chairman John Warner and retired Gen. 
Anthony Zinni. It comes as Republican lawmakers prepare to 
scuttle the Navy’s plans to buy alternative fuels. 

“The U.S. national security network is doing its part to 
break the military from the tether of imported oil, reduce 
mission performance risks, deny income to regimes hostile to 
America’s interests, and strengthen our economy and ensure 
that scarce budgetary resources are maximized,” the brass 
wrote in the letter. 

The Republican excuse is that biodiesel purchased for a 
successful demonstration project in Hawaii cost $27 a gallon 
or 8 times the cost of diesel. Republicans are saying the Navy 
plans on spending $1.8 billion on biofuels. 

Secretary Mabus shot back in a statement. “There is a 
factual error about the Navy’s biofuel program circulating in 
the public domain that must be corrected. There is no truth to 

the reports that the U.S. Navy will spend $1.8 billion on 
biofuels. 

That figure is a fabrication based on speculation, and does 
not take into account Navy's commitment regarding biofuel 
purchases for operations. The projection assumes oil prices 
will not rise and that biofuel costs won't go down. History and 
experts tell us that oil prices are more likely to rise, and 
because of advances in technology and economies of scale, the 
price of biofuel has already dropped.” 

He added, “The Navy has taken the well-known and 
much-publicized position that it will only purchase operational 
quantities of biofuel blends when they are competitive with 
petroleum, period. We simply cannot afford to do it otherwise 
and will not do it.” 

“The Navy is pursuing alternatives because the nation’s 
reliance on foreign oil is a significant and well-recognized 
military vulnerability. The ability to use fuels other than 
petroleum is critical to our energy security, because it will 
increase our flexibility and reduce the services' vulnerability to 
rapid and unforeseen changes in the price of oil, “ Mabus 
added. 

Colorado Senator Mark Udall (D) said there is “bipartisan 
support to undo the work of the committee.” According to 
Reuters, several Senators said they believed they could defeat 
the amendment barring alternative-fuel spending, which 
passed by one vote in the Senate Armed Services Committee 
in June. 

Sen. Carl Levin (D-MI), the chairman of the Armed 
Services Committee, also voiced his support for changing the 
bill’s language prior to a floor vote. Senators Susan Collins 
(R-ME) and Jeanne Shaheen (D-N.H.) co-wrote a June 15 
editorial for Politico stating their intentions to roll back the 
amendment. “We hope to correct that short-sighted mistake 
when the bill reaches the Senate floor,” they said. 

The issue still remains, however, whether Congress will 
appropriate the money to allow the Navy to build the biofuel 
depots and purchase the biofuels even if the bill prohibiting it 
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is killed. If Romney and Republicans win in November, all 
renewable energy will likely go the way of the dinosaur. 

So far this election, Republicans in or running for 
Congress have received $22,329,000 in contributions from oil 
companies, and the election is 5 months away. That kind of 
cash buys a whole lot of politicians! 

Currently a businessman, Robert Bowen served in the 
Colorado legislature in the 1980s as a moderate Democrat. 
He was also appointed by three different governors to serve 
on various boards and commissions. 

Return to Index 
 

33. Navy Ship Has Strong Connection To Region 
(JOHNSTOWN (PA) TRIBUNE DEMOCRAT 26 JUL 12) ... Randy Griffith 

SOMERSET — When the USS Somerset motors out of 
Avondale, La., shipyards following Saturday’s christening, it 
will carry more from this county than just its name. 

 The terrorist-fighting Navy ship honoring passengers 
and crew of United Airlines Flight 93 has more than 
20 tons of steel from strip mining machinery at the 
Shanksville crash site forged into its bow stem. 

 Valves in the ship-to-ship refueling system were 
manufactured at a Somerset plant. 

 A time capsule welded into the ship’s mast carries 
memorabilia from the county and Flight 93 National 
Memorial. 

But Somerset County’s link with the ship and its tribute to 
the Flight 93 heroes goes beyond steel and tokens, county 
Commissioner John Vatavuk said. 

“We have a physical connection with the steel, and an 
emotional connection with the families of Flight 93,” Vatavuk 
said. “There is a strong bond between the people of Somerset 
County and the families.” 

The amphibious transport ship, officially dubbed Landing 
Platform Dock 25, is the ninth in the San Antonio Class and 
the third dedicated to those killed in the terrorist attacks of 
Sept. 11, 2001. 

USS New York, LPD 21, was commissioned into Navy 
service in November 2009, recognizing those killed in the 
World Trade Center. 

USS Arlington, LPD 24, was christened in March 2011 
and will be commissioned in March 2013, serving as a tribute 
to the Pentagon victims. 

The Somerset honors the 40 passengers and crew of 
Flight 93, which was hijacked and set on course for 
Washington. Its target is believed to have been the Capitol 
building. 

“Their actions prevented terrorist hijackers from reaching 
their destination only to have the airplane crash near 
Shanksville in Somerset County,” the Navy said in a press 
release announcing Saturday’s christening ceremony. 

Patrick White, president of the Families of Flight 93, will 
deliver the ceremony’s principal address. 

Mary Jo Myers, the wife of Gen. Richard Myers, former 
chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, is the ship’s sponsor. 
Following Navy tradition, Mary Jo Myers will break the 
ceremonial bottle of champagne across the bow to formally 
christen the ship. 

Vatavuk plans to speak about the county residents’ role in 
the aftermath of the crash and continuing tribute to the heroes. 
It will mark his second trip to the suburban New Orleans 
shipyard. He participated in the keel-laying ceremony in 
December 2009. 

Both trips were made at his own expense. 
“I think it’s important that somebody be there to represent 

the people of the county,” Vatavuk said. 
Vatavuk spearheaded the effort to salvage steel from the 

former PBS Coals Inc. dragline equipment, which is now 
forged into the USS Somerset. Most recently, he and his wife, 
Janet, gathered items that were placed in the ship’s time 
capsule. 
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34. K-MAX Cargo UAS Exceeds Expectations In Afghanistan Test 
(DEFENSE TECH 26 JUL 12) ... Mike Hoffman 

Marine Corps and Navy aviation leaders have fallen over 
themselves praising Lockheed Martin’s cargo resupply 
unmanned aerial vehicle (CRUAS) in its first test deployment 
to Afghanistan that ended this summer. 

Naval Air Systems Command shipped two of Lockheed’s 
Kaman K-MAX helicopters to southern Afghanistan in 
December 2011. It deployed with Unmanned Aerial Vehicle 
Squadron (VMU) 1 from December to May 2012 with a team 
of Lockheed contractors to help fly and maintain the 
unmanned helicopter. The K-MAX remains in Afghanistan 
where VMU-2 is now operating it with Lockheed’s help. 

NAVAIR Commander Vice Adm. David Architzel had 
plenty of good things to say about the helicopter upon its 
return from theater. 

“This is a great example of integration while fulfilling the 
‘urgent needs’ of the warfighter,” Architzel said at a post-
deployment debrief July 10. “Every time you can eliminate 

even a portion of a convoy, you eliminate the possibility of 
someone losing their life from an [improvised explosive 
device] on the roads.” 

The K-MAX flew 485 sorties and a total of 525 flight 
hours over its six month deployment with VMU-1. Marines 
raved about the unmanned helicopter’s reliability. K-MAX 
was fully mission capable 90 percent of the time with weather 
and maintenance issues accounting for the other 10 percent, 
said Maj. Kyle O’Connor, officer in charge, VMU-1 Cargo 
Detachment. 

The unmanned helicopter only required two hours of 
maintenance per flight hour. O’Connor also said the Marines 
flew the K-MAX in weather they wouldn’t typically risk with 
a manned aircraft. 

“Since it was an unmanned system, we were able to 
conduct flights during inclement weather when other 
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helicopters couldn’t fly,” he said. “We flew during the night, 
in the rain, dust and some wind.” 

VMU-1 flew about six K-MAX sorties per night with 
missions lasting about one hour each. Capt. Caleb Joiner, 
CRUAS mission commander, said the Marines could have 
flown more. He said the Marines wanted to keep the missions 
simple for future use when Marines not specifically trained to 
fly UAVs could possibly fly it. O’Connor agreed. 

“The challenge was that we had a simplified system with 
highly trained operators who could have handled a lot more 
control of the UAS,” O’Connor said. “However, we made a 
conscious decision to stick with the simplified system because 
we wanted to validate the concept as written.” 

So, the questions remains what happens next. The K-
MAX remains in Afghanistan as Marine and Navy officials 
consider a permanent buy back in the U.S. 

“The CRUAS IPT and the Marine Corps will review and 
analyze the after-action reports, feedback, data and theses 
from the Naval Post Graduate School as well as quantify the 
costs before making any recommendations,” said Capt. Patrick 
Smith, Navy and Marine Corps Multi-Mission Tactical 
Unmanned Air Systems program manager. 

Questions also surround what the Army will do as they 
have also expressed interested in a CRUAS. 
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35. Lockheed Seeks Employee Ideas To Fight Soaring F-35 Costs 
(FORT WORTH STAR-TELEGRAM 26 JUL 12) ... Barry Shlachter, Sandra Baker and Jim Fuquay 

Lockheed Martin Aeronautics is looking to its employees 
— some of them, anyway — for a few good ideas on how to 
cut the cost of developing and producing the F-35 Joint Strike 
Fighter. 

Lockheed has launched a monthlong program called the 
F-35 Affordability Challenge. Using a special computer 
program called Brainstorm, the project asks salaried 
employees to submit ideas for cost-saving techniques that can 
be analyzed. 

"Since we launched the program Monday morning, we've 
already had about 30 suggestions," spokesman B.J. Boling 
told staff writer Bob Cox. 

The F-35 program was initially sold to the Pentagon and 
Congress as a low-cost way to provide all three U.S. military 
services with new-generation combat jets. But costs run amok. 

As a result, the Pentagon, Congress and outside critics are 
making noise about program costs and hammering on 
Lockheed to make the aircraft more "affordable." 

Lockheed will pick the most promising ideas and have 
them reviewed by its in-house experts to see if they can be 
implemented. Employees with the winning ideas will be 
recognized by the company. 

"Hopefully through this filtration process we'll get a few 
ideas that come out the other end that will result in real 
affordability gains," Boling said. 
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36. U.S., Lockheed Reach Deal On Israeli F-35s 
(REUTERS 26 JUL 12) ... Andrea Shalal-Esa 

WASHINGTON -- The Pentagon has reached an 
agreement with Lockheed Martin Corp on a $450 million 
program to enhance electronic warfare equipment on the F-35 
fighter jet, and integrate Israeli-unique systems beginning in 
2016, according to sources familiar with the negotiations. 

The deal, to be finalized in coming weeks, marks a big 
step forward for Israel's $2.75 billion agreement to buy 19 F-
35 jets, which was signed in October 2010 and includes 
options for up to 75 of the radar-evading fighters. 

The Pentagon said the Israeli foreign arms sale could be 
worth up to $15.2 billion if all options are exercised, when it 
first approved the sale in September 2008. 

"This agreement kicks off the Israeli program," said one 
of the sources, who was not authorized to speak on the record. 
"Now all of the agreements are in place." 

The F-35 will allow for even greater collaboration in the 
coming years with Israel, a critical strategic ally for the United 
States at a time when much of the Middle East is in turmoil. 

The deal comes as Defense Secretary Leon Panetta 
prepares to visit Israel next week where he will discuss 
heightened tensions with Iran, which on Thursday underscored 
its support for Syria despite its brutal crackdown on a 16-
month uprising. 

It also provides a vote of confidence in the embattled F-35 
program, whose cost and technology challenges have 
overshadowed a year of progress in flight testing. 

The deal will allow increased participation in the F-35 
Joint Strike Fighter program by Israeli companies, including 
Elbit Systems Ltd and state-owned Israel Aerospace 
Industries, which will start building wings for the radar-
evading warplane. 

IAI already builds wings for the F-16 fighter jet, the 
world's most widely used fighter, also built by Lockheed. 
Elbit, in a joint venture with Rockwell Collins, makes the 
advanced helmet used by pilots on the single-seat F-35. 

Agreement on development of the new Israeli version of 
the F-35 will allow Israel to install its own radio and datalink 
systems, as well as other equipment, on the jets it is buying. 

But the deal also covers enhancements to the airplane's 
electronic warfare capabilities that will benefit the United 
States, Israel and the other nine countries that either have 
already ordered fighter planes, or plan to in coming years. 

The radar-evading, multirole F-35 is the Pentagon's 
costliest arms purchase, expected to top $396 billion for 2,443 
aircraft in three models through the mid-2030s. 

Lockheed and its subcontractors are building the stealthy 
warplane for the U.S. Air Force, Navy and Marine Corps 
along with Britain and seven other co-development partners -- 
Italy, Turkey, Canada, Australia, Denmark, Norway and the 
Netherlands. 

In addition to Israel, Japan also has a signed agreement to 
buy the F-35, which was designed to replace a range of 
fighter, strike and ground-attack aircraft, including the F-16. 
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The Defense Department this year postponed production 
of 179 F-35s until after 2017, stretching development and 
testing in an effort to curb costly retrofits and save money. 
The latest restructuring, the third such major revamp, added 33 
months and $7.9 billion to the development plan. 

Lockheed Martin, the Pentagon's No. 1 supplier by sales, 
is developing the F-35 with Northrop Grumman Corp and 

Britain's BAE Systems PLC. Britain initially invested $2 
billion in the F-35's development, the most of any of the eight 
partner nations. 

Work on the electronic warfare enhancements will be 
done largely by BAE Systems, the sources said. 
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37. Military Cyberleaders Fear Sequestration Cuts 
(NATIONAL DEFENSE 26 JUL 12) ... Yasmin Tadjdeh 

The leaders of the four service’s cybercommands fear that 
progress made building defenses against network attacks could 
be threatened by sequestration. 

“The impact [of sequestration] across the Marine Corps 
would be significant … in our ability to train and exercise our 
forces,” Marine Corps Deputy Commandant Lt. Gen. Richard 
Mills, said in a congressional hearing July 25. 

“The impact on Marine Corps’ cyber — and probably all 
cyber programs — would be disproportionate because of the 
speed at which we have to acquire new equipment and new 
software,” he testified before the House Armed Services 
subcommittee on Emerging Threats and Capabilities. 

Maj. Gen. Suzanne Vautrinot, commander of Air Forces 
Cyber, said sequestration cuts would be “devastating.” 

“The strategy that’s been provided by the department to 
move us forward in cyberspace … rests on future acquisitions, 
on future changes, and I believe that under sequestration those 
would not be realized,” said Vautrinot. 

Major advancements in technology over the last few years 
require sustainment, and under sequestration current 
capabilities may not be maintained, she said. Additionally, she 
feared that sequestration could cause new network security 
initiatives to “lose ground.” 

Recently, the Air Force launched its Cyber Vision 2025 
endeavor, which is meant to develop a framework for 
upgrading the nation's electronic warfare capabilities over the 
next decade. 

Despite the threat of sequestration, leaders agreed that the 
need for further development in cybersecurity would continue 
to be a top priority given the constant and evolving threat. 

“[Cyberthreats] are real, growing, sophisticated and 
evolving,” said Lt. Gen. Rhett Hernandez, commander of 
Army Cyber Command. “There is a wide range of actors 
ranging from lone individuals to organized hacker groups, 
criminal syndicates, violent extremist organizations and 
sophisticated nation-states.” 

Hernandez said there is no part of the Army that would be 
spared from the deep cuts that could take place under 
sequestration, and network security would be no exception. 

Mills said cyberthreats are ever-present and widespread. 
The Defense Department's systems alone are attacked millions 
of times a day. These constant and serious threats require 
special responses, and over the last few years, the military has 
trained a cadre of specialists to face these challenges. 
Commanders from all four services said they are pleased with 
the progress they have made building up their personnel’s 
capabilities. 

“Increasingly, these men and women view themselves as 
warriors, and that’s the paradigm and prism they use as they 
assess themselves,” said Vice Admiral Michael S. Rogers, 
head of the Navy’s Fleet Cyber Command. “While our civilian 
counterparts offer many opportunities — and arguably an 
advantage — one area that they don’t offer is the ability to be 
a warrior, and the workforce really seems to crystallize around 
that idea.” 

Army Cyber Command has over 21,000 soldiers, civilians 
and contractors working to thwart attacks, while the Navy has 
about 14,000 personnel and the Air Force about 17,000. As for 
the Marine Corps, its numbers are significantly smaller, but 
they plan to increase by 700 personnel. 

“The morale [amongst these specialists] is extraordinarily 
high, because the people involved in cyber understand that 
they are cutting edge and are developing a new weapon 
system that’s going to have a huge impact on the battlefield,” 
said Mills. 

This mentality of being warriors despite not being on a 
battlefield has been an essential component in retaining elite 
and skilled workers within the workforce, as they often can 
receive higher-paying jobs as civilians, said Rogers. This will 
certainly play a part in future retention rates as budgets are 
slashed, he added. 
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38. Senate Bill Requires Report From Obama On Automatic Cuts 
(THE HILL 26 JUL 12) ... Ramsey Cox 

The Senate passed a bill requiring President Obama to 
give Congress a report on the sequestration cuts. 

Under unanimous consent, the Senate passed the 
Sequestration Transparency Act — a bill the House approved 
last week. 

H.R. 5872 gives the Obama administration 30 days to 
provide details on how it will deal with a required $109 billion 
cut to 2013 spending, which was part of last year's debt-
ceiling agreement. 

Under the sequester, the Office of Management and 
Budget must by Jan. 2 cut $109 billion from 2013 mandatory 
and discretionary spending accounts unless Congress provides 
a different plan. 

Republicans have complained that the Obama 
administration has yet to indicate how it would make these 
cuts, which were required after the so-called "supercommittee" 
failed to reach an agreement on deficit reduction. 

"This bill is essentially about transparency," House 
Budget Committee Chairman Paul Ryan (R-Wis.) said during 
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debate in the House. "It's not re-litigating the budget fight, it's 
about making sure that we have as much information as we 
can to make the right decisions." 

Republicans are particularly concerned about cuts to 
defense spending. That’s why the House bill also would put 
pressure on the Obama administration and Democrats to 
redesign the sequester to spare the Defense Department from 
cuts. 

Senate Democrats have indicated that they are willing use 
the looming cuts as leverage to pass comprehensive tax 
reform. 

Last week, Sen. Patty Murray (D-Wash.) said she and 
other Democrats were willing to use the sequestration cuts as a 
bargaining chip to get Republican to allow some of the Bush 
tax rates expire on the top 2 percent of income earners. 

Republicans have labeled that “Thelma and Louise 
economics,” that would drive the economy over the fiscal 
cliff. 

In the movie's iconic final scene, the title characters drive 
their car into a canyon. 
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BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
39. Deputy Commander, Navy Region Northwest Brings Navy To America's Heartland 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 26 JUL 12) ... Jennifer Cunningham, Navy Region Northwest Public Affairs 

SCOTTSBLUFF, Neb. -- Deputy Commander, Navy 
Region Northwest, wrapped up the first part of his five-day 
visit to the states of Nebraska and Wyoming, July 24, by 
meeting with business, civic and educational leaders in 
America's Heartland. 

The visit by Rear Adm. Douglas J. Asbjornsen was part of 
the Navy's "50/50" outreach program, designed to show 
Americans in cities across the country the tremendous 
investment they have in their Navy. 

While the admiral was in Scottsbluff, Neb., he met with 
the University of Nebraska-Lincoln's Panhandle Research and 
Extension Center, Regional West Medical Center, 
Scottsbluff/Gering United Chamber of Commerce, Scottsbluff 
Rotary Club, Kelley Bean Company and members of the 
American Legion and Veterans of Foreign Wars. 

Asbjornsen said the program's goal is to increase 
Americans' understanding of the Navy mission, capabilities 
and relevance to national security. 

"We are the front line in war, but also in peace," 
Asbjornsen said. "We have men and women protecting our 
nation's interests and helping people around the world with 
humanitarian assistance 24/7, 365 days a year." 

After his presentation at the University of Nebraska-
Lincoln's Panhandle Research and Extension Center, 
Asbjornsen was shown the university's crop of camelina - the 
same type of plant that produces camelina oil - which is one of 
the oils currently being used as a biofuel mix for the Navy's 
Great Green Fleet demonstration in the Rim of the Pacific 
(RIMPAC) exercises off the coast of Hawaii. 

Asbjornsen will continue his 50/50 visit in Cheyenne, 
Wyo., through July 27. 

Navy Region Northwest encompasses the six-state area of 
Washington, Oregon, Idaho, Wyoming, Montana and Alaska 
with approximately 23,000 active duty Navy members and 
17,000 Department of the Navy civilian employees. 
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40. Helping Veterans Help Themselves By Helping Others 
Nonprofit dedicated to transitioning ex-members of post-9/11 military to civilian employment through 
community service to hold orientation in Chicago this weekend 
(CHICAGO TRIBUNE 27 JUL 12) ... Mitch Smith 

Jeffrey Hall knows the look of an empty pantry. 
"I do remember some days when we only had crackers in 

the house," said Hall, 45, who recalled frequent trips to a food 
bank on the North Side. "A family of four, and crackers and 
water." 

Hall left Chicago to join the Navy, but he will return this 
week as a fellow with The Mission Continues, a nonprofit 
group dedicated to involving veterans of recent wars in 
meaningful service projects. More than 100 veterans will 
gather in Chicago this weekend to prepare for six months of 
work at nonprofits across the country. 

Hall, who retired from the Navy as a chief petty officer in 
2009 and is now in graduate school, will complete his 
fellowship at a food pantry near his home in suburban Boston. 
He said the work there is "very personal, very sobering" 
because of his family's past reliance on food banks. 

"As a military person," he said, "you're used to being a 
part of a mission. You're used to serving. It's about community 

— it's not about self. That's why I found something to be a 
part of." 

Founded in 2007 by Eric Greitens, a Navy SEAL with a 
Ph.D., The Mission Continues first focused on helping 
disabled veterans continue their service. This year, the 
program expanded to include any post-9/11 military members 
who served at least two years and were honorably discharged. 

More than 650 vets applied for the 103 spots in this 
weekend's orientation, which begins Friday at a downtown 
hotel. 

The vets will volunteer Saturday at EdgeAlliance, a North 
Lawndale housing provider, and then take a service pledge 
Sunday at Wrigley Field. 

Next week, the fellows will begin six months of work 
with nonprofit groups, such as Habitat for Humanity or a local 
humane society. 

The program provides veterans a stipend — about $7,200 
on average — and support as they seek to parlay their military 
skills into civilian careers. The fellowships are designed to 
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help veterans continue serving their communities while 
formulating a plan for their post-military lives. 

About 370 veterans already have participated in the 
program. The Mission Continues, which is funded largely by 
corporate sponsorships but also by private donations, took in 
more than $7 million in 2011. 

Greitens, who deployed four times, said the idea for the 
organization started after his unit was hit by a truck bomb in 
Iraq. 

Greitens escaped serious injury, but some of his comrades 
weren't as fortunate. When Greitens returned to the United 
States, he visited injured Sailors at a naval hospital. Every 
veteran he met — many of whom were still in their 20s — 
spoke of a desire to continue serving their country even if they 
weren't able to return to battle. 

The Mission Continues, Greitens said, is a way to 
empower those vets while raising awareness about the skills 
veterans offer employers. 

"Because so few people know veterans from Iraq and 
Afghanistan, many people hear things about (post-traumatic 
stress disorder), traumatic brain injury and alcohol," Greitens 
said. 

But he said he believes that's far from a complete picture. 
"They've already devoted a portion of their life to serving 

a cause that's larger than themselves," he said. "They bring 
tremendous leadership skills back as well." 

Matt Wolding has been honing those skills since he 
started a fellowship with The Mission Continues in April. The 
Navy veteran from Aurora is working with Student Veterans 
of America, traveling across Illinois to assist new chapters and 
meet with service members who, like him, are attending 
college. 

"Through service, post-9/11 veterans can rebuild that 
same kind of purpose we had in the military," Wolding said. 
"That camaraderie we had in the military, we find in the 
fellowship." 
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41. NAVSEA Commander Addresses Industry At The Navy Now Forum 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 26 JUL 12) ... Naval Sea Systems Command 

WASHINGTON -- Commander, Naval Sea Systems 
Command, Vice Adm. Kevin McCoy, was the keynote 
speaker at the Association of the United States Navy (AUSN) 
Navy Now Forum Luncheon, July 24, in Washington D.C. 

The luncheon, which was held at the Ronald Reagan 
Building, provided an opportunity for industry leaders to meet 
senior Navy officials and understand the Navy's course of 
action to man, train and equip in today's economic and 
wartime climate. 

McCoy, who has been the NAVSEA Commander since 
2008, discussed the status of the current fleet, as well as the 
future of the Navy while sustaining U.S. global leadership 
priorities. 

"Judging by the questions and reactions from the audience 
the admiral was spot on with his presentation," said retired 
Rear Adm. Casey Coane, AUSN Executive Director. "AUSN, 
the Voice for America's Sailors, was extremely pleased to host 
another Forum, and thanks Admiral McCoy and the other 
NAVSEA flags for making the event possible." 

AUSN is a professional organization comprised of current 
and former military personnel who advocate for the 
Department of the Navy's interests, encourages professional 
development of enlisted and officers and educates the public 
regarding the nation's welfare and security. 
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42. 150 Companies Expected At Military-Focused Job Fair 
(WVEC ABC NORFOLK 26 JUL 12) ... Mike Gooding 

HAMPTON ROADS -- The unemployment rate among 
military veterans is decreasing, but many say, not fast enough. 
Next week, about 150 companies are coming to Hampton 
Roads in hopes of changing the situation. 

A job fair called "Hiring Our Heroes" will be held next 
Thursday, August 2nd, at the Hampton Roads Convention 
Center, 1610 Coliseum Drive In Hampton. It will run from 9 
a.m. to 2 p.m. 

The job fair isn't just for active duty members or veterans. 
It's also for military spouses and reservists. 

Navy veteran Coby Dillard works at Tidewater 
Community College's Office of Veterans Affairs. He says, "A 
lot of them are worried. They're wondering 'How am I going 
to support my family? How am I going to support myself?'" 

The unemployment rate for vets went down 3% in the 
month of June, making it 9.5%, above the national average of 
8.2%. 

View Clip (RT: 2:03) 
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43. Governors To Urge Japan, U.S. To Not Fly Ospreys Until Confirmed Safe 
(KYODO NEWS 27 JUL 12) 

TOKYO -- A group of 14 governors from prefectures 
across Japan that host U.S. bases decided Friday to urge the 
Japanese and U.S. governments not to fly the Osprey transport 
aircraft that arrived Monday at a U.S. base in western Japan 
before their safety has been confirmed. 

At its regular general meeting in Tokyo, the group also 
endorsed a petition -- that was submitted in the afternoon to 
the Japanese foreign and defense ministries and the U.S. 

Embassy in Tokyo -- demanding that the two governments 
resume regular talks with it on the base issue. The talks were 
launched in 2008 but have not been held since. 

The group criticized Tokyo and Washington for the 
unloading of MV-22 Ospreys at the U.S. Marine Corps' 
Iwakuni Air Station in Yamaguchi Prefecture despite 
mounting local opposition out of safety concerns, saying, "It is 
very regrettable that they appear to have prioritized the 
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deployment over the safety." Okinawa Gov. Hirokazu 
Nakaima said that locals still needed to be convinced of the 
safety of the aircraft, which has a history of accidents, 
including two crashes this year. Washington plans to move the 
tilt-rotor aircraft with vertical takeoff and landing capabilities 
to the Marines' Futenma Air Station in Nakaima's prefecture in 
October for full-scale operations. 

"Okinawa demands that the United States identify the 
causes of the (two) accidents, ensure their safety and make a 
convincing case to Okinawa citizens," Nakaima said. 

Kanagawa Gov. Yuji Kuroiwa, who heads the group, 
indicated that prefectural authorities will address the issue in a 
coordinated manner, saying, "The foundation of the Japan-
U.S. alliance will be shaken unless sufficient measures are 
taken" regarding the Ospreys. 

In submitting their petition, the governors planned to also 
ask the Japanese government to take responsibility for 
explaining to local authorities the impact on residents of the 
Osprey training flights that are to be conducted through many 
parts of the country, and to respect local opinions. 
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44. Pentagon Eyes 2 Alternative Plans For Futenma Relocation 
(MAINICHI DAILY NEWS 27 JUL 12) 

WASHINGTON -- A third-party report on the 
realignment of U.S. forces in the Asia-Pacific region has come 
up with two alternative plans in case of failure to implement a 
Japan-U.S. accord to relocate the U.S. Marine Corps' Air 
Station Futenma in Okinawa Prefecture. 

The report, details of which were made available to the 
Mainichi Shimbun, recommends relocating the functions of 
the Air Station Futenma in Ginowan to the planned second 
runway at Naha Airport or to an airfield on Ie Island, also in 
Okinawa, if the two countries fail to build a Futenma 
replacement facility in the Heneko district in the city of Nago. 

The two countries reaffirmed the Henoko relocation plan 
in a joint statement in 2010, but some members of the U.S. 
Congress have demanded a consolidation of U.S. forces to 
Kadena Air Base. 

The third-party report also recommends integrating an F-
16 fighter plane unit based at Misawa Air Base in Aomori 
Prefecture into its counterparts at Kunsan Air Base in South 
Korea and Eielson Air Force Base in Alaska before 
downsizing and deploying them in either Alaska or the West 
Coast. 

Nevertheless, the report reconfirms support for the present 
Futenma relocation plan as the most viable among all 

alternatives and says it is counterproductive to drop the plan as 
compared with other options with a low potential for success. 

But it also proposes a study of alternative plans due to 
protracted negotiations on the Henoko transfer and high 
political risks associated with the continued use of Air Station 
Futenma in a densely populated area. Specifically, it proposes 
utilizing Naha Airport's planned second runway and looking 
into the feasibility of using Ie Airfield on Ie Island in the 
future. 

The Japanese government says it will go ahead with the 
plan to build the second runway. Okinawa Prefecture has 
demanded early work on the runway, citing heavy air traffic at 
Naha Airport due to a rise in the number of tourists. The 
government of then Prime Minister Yukio Hatoyama gave 
consideration to using Ie Airfield as a Futenma replacement 
facility but later dropped the idea. 

The Pentagon requested the Washington-based think tank 
Center for Strategic and International Studies to conduct a 
third-party assessment of realigning U.S. forces, as required 
under the National Defense Authorization Act for fiscal year 
2012 (from October 2011 to September 2012) to submit a 
report to Congress. 
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NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
45. McRaven: Special Operations More Than Just Combat 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 26 JUL 12) ... Claudette Roulo 

ASPEN, Colo. – The nation expects special operations 
forces to be successful every time they are called upon, but 
they’re not wholly about combat, the commander of U.S. 
Special Operations Command said here yesterday during a 
discussion moderated by CNN’s Wolf Blitzer at the Aspen 
Institute’s annual security forum. 

“We get a lot of notoriety for the raids, for the rescue 
operations, and frankly we’re very proud of that,” Navy Adm. 
William H. McRaven said. “But the fact of the matter is that’s 
a small portion of what we do.” 

The discussion, titled “At the Point of the Spear: The Role 
of Special Operations Forces in America’s Post-9/11, Post-
Iraq/Afghanistan Defense Strategy,” opened the annual three-
day forum. Topics ranged from the raid that killed Osama bin 
Laden to what made McRaven decide to become a Navy 
SEAL. 

McRaven said special operations forces are deployed to 
79 countries, and the majority of those deployments are for 
partner capacity-building, not for combat missions. 

“We’re trying to teach other nations how to deal with 
their own problems so they don’t grow violent extremists,” he 
said. “We’re building wells in places. We’re doing civil affairs 
operations … There is a whole spectrum of things that special 
operations do that rarely get the press’s attention because it’s 
not ‘sexy.’” 

Some nations have not followed the extremist route 
because special operations forces have been working there for 
decades, McRaven said. 

The admiral also presented his views on a variety of 
topics that came up during the wide-ranging discussion: 

 Pulling together defense and civilian agencies to 
make the bin Laden raid happen was easy, he said, 
because the interagency team has been built steadily 
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over the last decade. “I’ve got to tell you, today it 
hums,” he added. 

 “At the end of the day, all we care about is whether 
you carry your rucksack and you do your job,” he 
said when the discussion turned to gays in the 
military. 

 On the Arab Spring: “What I know is democracy is 
hard,” he said. “I’ve watched it as we’ve tried to 
build democracies in Iraq and Afghanistan ... It took 
us a long time as a nation to build a strong 
democracy, and it will probably take them some 
time.” 

 On Afghanistan’s forces: “When you spend time with 
the guys that we spend time with, you realize they are 
just as patriotic, just as committed, just as tough, just 
as courageous as the American soldier that’s 

partnered with them,” McRaven said. “For the folks 
that we work with, I don’t think trust has ever been 
an issue.” 

 Women have proven to be up to the task of serving in 
the nation’s special operations forces, the admiral 
said. “We have a lot of females who serve in special 
operations,” he noted. “They do a fantastic job across 
the board ... We couldn’t do the job without them.” 

 McRaven credited a Green Beret soldier with helping 
him decide to become a SEAL. “This young Army 
captain came to meet my sister for a date,” he said. 
“My sister, as usual, was late, so I had an opportunity 
to talk to him for a little while ... He said, ‘If you’re 
going to go in the Navy, you ought to be a Navy 
SEAL.’” 
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46. Integrated Health Records Still Years Away 
Integrated VA-DoD Health Record at Least 5 Years Away 
(MILITARY UPDATE 26 JUL 12) ... Tom Philpott 

House committees on armed services and veterans affairs 
held a joint hearing Wednesday to review details of President 
Obama's plan to improve the Transition Assistance Program 
(TAP) for separating and retiring military members, with a 
kind of five-to-seven-day "reverse boot camp" available by 
late 2013 to smooth transition to civilian life and employment. 

But lawmakers were more interested in asking their 
witnesses -- the secretaries of defense and of veteran affairs – 
for progress on some older initiatives that so far have fallen 
short of helping veterans. 

One such initiative is the integration of separate VA and 
Department of Defense electronic health record systems, a key 
component to achieving Obama's promise of a Virtual 
Lifetime Electronic Record (VLER) that would capture full 
health care histories on individuals, including private sector 
care. 

Committee members said they were disappointed to learn 
that full integration of the VA and DoD health record systems 
won't occur until 2017. And Defense Secretary Leon Panetta 
and VA Secretary Eric Shinseki didn't sound confident about 
meeting that deadline. 

"This is not easy," Panetta said. "So the way we're 
approaching it is to try to see if we can complete this process 
at two places, San Antonio and Hampton Roads (Va.). And 
then try to expand it to every other [VA and DoD] hospital. 
It's tough. But if we can achieve this, it would be a very 
significant achievement that I think could be a model not only 
for hospitals that we run but for hospitals in the private sector 
as well." 

Shinseki acknowledged the two departments for 10 years 
have been discussing and taking interim steps toward an 
integrated Electronic Health Record (iEHR) system. He 
described as "ground breaking" the fact that he and Panetta 
agree now on what the system will be and are moving toward 
it. 

"The way forward for us is a single, joint, common, 
integrated electronic health record" that will have "an open 
architecture, not proprietary in design. That is a significant 

change from previous discussions" focused on possible 
arrangements with a "proprietary contractor." 

But Rep. Bill Johnson (R-Ohio), chairman of the VA 
subcommittee on oversight and investigations, told Shinseki 
and Panetta not to be satisfied with a 2017 deadline to give 
health care providers access to all VA and military electronic 
medical records. Johnson said he had a 30-year career in 
information technology, including at one point as staff director 
to the chief information officer on U.S. Special Operations 
Command. 

"I know what it takes to get this stuff done and five years, 
gentlemen, is totally unacceptable," Johnson said. He blamed 
VA, telling Shinseki his department lacked "an overall 
information technology architecture. You and I have talked 
about this before, and it still doesn't exist." 

"I understand that you can't account for the last 10 years, 
Mr. Secretary," Johnson said. "And I understand that you've 
got two bureaucracies that don't necessarily like to be told 
what to do and [don't] get along all the time. But I will submit 
to you that another five years is unacceptable [and] ought to be 
unacceptable to you." 

"I'll work with you," Shinseki promised Johnson. "We 
believe we have a good mark on an architecture. Obviously we 
haven't satisfied you. We will come back and work it again." 

Rep. Jeff Miller (R-Fla.), chairman of the House Veterans 
Affairs Committee, contrasted progress integrating VA and 
DoD health records with the far more challenging effort in the 
‘60s to land a man on the moon. "Why is it taking so long?" he 
asked. 

Shinseki described two large departments with "maybe 
the two best electronic health records in the country and trying 
to bring that culture together to say ‘We are going to have one 
and it's entirely possible.' " 

"And I agree with you," Shinseki said, "it's not 
technology. It's leadership." 

He and Panetta met four times in the past year to discuss 
this and other collaborative efforts. He held earlier meetings 
with Robert Gates, Panetta's predecessor. It took a total of 17 
months to reach an agreement. 
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In April 2011, the departments announced that a 
preliminary version of the iEHR would be deployed by 2014 
to medical facilities in San Antonio and Hampton Roads. Last 
November they re-chartered an Interagency Program Office 
(IPO) to serves as the single point of accountability for 
integrating health IT capabilities. But it wasn't until February 
this year that they hired Barclay P. Butler as IPO director. 

In an interview last month, Butler, an information 
technologist with 31 years' experience supporting delivery of 
health services, including as chief information officer for the 
Army Medical Department, said VA and DoD continue to test 
"portability of information" across their separate systems at 
the James A. Lovell Federal Health Care Center in North 
Chicago as staff there treat veterans, military members and 
even military families. 

"We are taking lessons learned [at Lovell] and applying 
them to the single integrated electronic medical records we are 
building in the IPO," Butler said. The big effort, he said, is 
building an infrastructure "runway on which we will land our 
clinical capabilities" as they readied to run as an integrated 

system in San Antonio and Hampton Roads areas where at 
least two services have hospitals and the VA runs polytrauma 
centers. 

"There is so much more we can do to provide the clinician 
more complete information, more longitudinal data or more 
population health data so they can better care for their patients. 
It's all about improving quality of care at a reduced cost," 
Butler said. 

The ultimate goal is a continuous health record that builds 
from the day a member enters service to "final honors" as a 
veteran. And regardless of where the service member is 
assigned, or the veteran lives, Butler said, the clinician would 
have "visibility into a complete and lifetime record." 

Like his bosses, Butler mentioned the 2017 deadline to 
achieve full operational capability but he didn't bang that drum 
very hard. 

"It certainly is a complex undertaking. I don't want to 
minimize that," Butler said. But the effort is "leading the 
nation in developing an electronic medical record that follows 
the patient throughout their lifetime." 
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47. Troops To Get $12 Million In SCRA Settlement 
(NAVY TIMES 26 JUL 12) ... Karen Jowers 

Capital One has agreed to pay $12 million in damages to 
about 4,000 service members related to wrongful foreclosures 
and repossessions of homes, and denial of the 6-percent 
interest rate reduction for pre-service debts required under the 
Servicemembers’ Civil Relief Act, the Justice Department 
announced Thursday. 

The agreement is one of the most comprehensive 
settlements ever obtained by a government agency or any 
private party under the SCRA, said Thomas Perez, assistant 
attorney general for the Justice Department’s civil rights 
division. He said he hopes the case will serve as a “wake-up 
call” to others in the lending industry with wide portfolios of 
loans. “It really is important to conduct this aggressive and 
robust internal audit.” 

No action is required on the part of service members; an 
independent consultant is identifying the service members and 
calculating their payments. 

The case involves accounts dating back to July 15, 2006. 
Capital One spokeswoman Tatiana Stead said the company 
expects to begin sending payments later this year. 

The agreement was filed in federal court in Alexandria, 
Va. 

“We sincerely apologize and are providing restitution to 
our impacted customers, and will be providing lower rates and 
greater benefits than the law requires to all eligible service 
members,” John Finneran Jr., Capital One’s general counsel, 
said in a statement. 

The company’s internal review found that the errors 
“impacted only a small percentage of our military customers,” 
according to Stead. “However, we recognize that any number 
is too high, mistakes of this nature are truly regrettable and we 
apologize.” 

The two-year investigation began with a service 
member’s complaint about Capital One’s failure to reduce his 
interest rate to 6 percent. The reduction applies to mortgages 
and other loans or debt entered into prior to enlisting on active 

duty or, for reserve component members, prior to being 
mobilized for active duty. 

The service member’s complaint was referred to the 
Justice Department by military attorneys at Davis-Monthan 
Air Force Base, Ariz. 

Payments will vary based on each service member’s 
individual circumstances, Perez said. He noted that the 
majority of the cases involve credit cards. 

For service members whose homes were wrongfully 
foreclosed on, Capital One will pay $125,000 plus any lost 
equity in the property, with interest. For those whose vehicles 
were wrongfully repossessed, payment will be $10,000 plus 
any lost equity in the repossessed motor vehicle, with interest. 
About $7 million is expected to be paid for these SCRA 
violations 

Troops who were wrongfully denied the reduction in 
interest rate on their pre-service debt will receive a refund of 
all the interest they paid above 6 percent on their credit card 
accounts, motor vehicle finance loans and consumer loans, 
plus an additional $500. 

“We rely on these brave men and women to protect the 
safety and security of this country and we will be vigilant in 
protecting their rights at home,” Perez said. “We commend 
Capital One for taking steps to develop strong SCRA policies 
before they knew the full results of our investigation.” 

Perez said Capital One has cooperated fully and has taken 
steps beyond what is required by the SCRA, such as reducing 
interest rates to 4 percent and providing an additional one-year 
grace period for the reduced rate. The 4-percent interest rate is 
effective Aug. 1, according to Stead. 

Under the agreement, when Capital One receives a 
request for the interest-rate reduction in one area, such as a 
mortgage, the reduction will also be applied to all SCRA-
eligible accounts, Perez said, noting this is the first time the 
Justice Department has received this type of provision. 
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48. A Piece Of The Pentagon, Frozen In Time 
Renovators set aside a small swath of the massive building to preserve its history 
(WASHINGTON POST 27 JUL 12) ... Steve Vogel 

In the summer of 2009, as the multiyear, multibillion-
dollar renovation of the Pentagon rushed toward its 
conclusion, building supervisors confronted a sobering 
thought: By 2011, almost nothing would remain of the historic 
military headquarters’ original interior. 

Nearly every square inch of the distinctive, World War II-
era decor would be gutted and converted into ubiquitous, 
modern Washington office space. 

“It was almost a little bit of remorse — is there something 
we can do to preserve a piece of this?” recalled Bill Brazis, 
director of Washington Headquarters Services, the Defense 
Department agency that manages the building. “It was the idea 
that we were losing a bit of history if we didn’t pause.” 

They did pause. After raising the question up the chain of 
command and getting a nod of approval from then-Secretary 
of Defense Robert M. Gates, building managers agreed to 
spare a small swath of territory on the third floor, along 
Corridor 2 off the C ring. 

The result is the “Pentagon Building History Exhibit,” 
which officially opened this month. Two offices, preserved 
and restored to earlier times, sit behind a plate-glass window 
along the corridor. Visitors can walk through a third display 
room stripped to its concrete slab and terra-cotta walls and 
stroll down a tiny stretch of original hallway, the only 
unrenovated segment left from the Pentagon’s 17 miles of 
corridors. 

At 1,600 square feet, the exhibit is modest for a 6.5 
million-square-foot building. At that late stage in the 17-year 
renovation, it was all that the planners dared take in a 
headquarters where military services and defense agencies 
jealously protect their territory. 

“We had to strike a balance,” Brazis said. “We didn’t 
want to take operating space from people who need it. It was 
not in the cards to preserve a whole corridor or ring.” 

The first room recreates the Pentagon of World War II, 
soon after it opened in 1942. The walls are a sickly green 
familiar to generations of employees; curators painstakingly 
matched the paint to the original color. Along the back wall, 
original windows overlook the concrete walls of a light well. 

The room is populated by life-sized photo cutouts of 
Pentagon workers taken from historical photographs. “It was a 
tossup between mannequins and photos,” said Albert Jones, 
curator of historical exhibits for the Office of the Secretary of 
Defense, who oversaw the decor. “People have liked these. 
They look more authentic.” 

At one desk, a secretary perched in her chair in front of a 
Royal typewriter and rotary telephone cheerily holds up a 
memo from the Army adjutant general’s office. Another 
secretary files papers, while a male colleague in a double-
breasted suit chats on the phone. One fellow clasps a cigarette; 
stashed in his desk are bottles of whiskey and brandy — 
authentic empties that renovation workers found behind 
Pentagon walls. 

The room includes an original Pentagon clock, one of 
thousands that hung in the building. A 48-star American flag 
stands in the corner, near a wall-sized map showing the world 
circa 1940 and various patriotic posters. 

Not everything is authentic. The floor, for example, does 
not include the original asbestos tiles, removed as a health 
risk. Many of the artifacts, including desks and chairs, are not 
original to the Pentagon and were collected by a contractor. 
Countless thousands of original artifacts were disposed of 
during renovation. 

A second room, also with photographic cutouts, recreates 
a typical office before the start of renovation in 1994, when 
the Pentagon was at its height of decay. The building had not 
met safety codes in 40 years and was nearly crippled by a 
water main break shortly after the Iraqi invasion of Kuwait in 
1990. 

This second room includes little touches that only a 
Pentagon veteran could appreciate. The vents on the original 
Weathermaster heating and cooling unit are covered with 
cheesecloth, a custom of workers to defend against black soot 
blowing out. 

A portable space heater — strictly against the rules but 
standard equipment in many chilly offices — sits at the foot of 
another desk. A workman on a ladder reaches through the 
acoustic tile ceiling, perhaps fixing a pipe dripping unknown 
liquids on office workers. 

The desks are crowded with bulky Zenith and Heath 
computers, complete with floppy disks and reams of operating 
manuals. 

The original C Ring hallway features heavy green doors 
with smoked-glass windows and an old ceramic water 
fountain that doesn’t work, another authentic touch. Open 
doors reveal old electrical and telecommunications closets 
with spaghetti-like jumbles of wires. “That’s just the way we 
found it,” Brazis said. 

In the display room, multimedia images flash on the 
concrete, showing the race to build the Pentagon during World 
War II as well as the Phoenix Project, the effort to repair the 
building after the terrorist attack of Sept. 11, 2001. 

A rubber rat, a reminder of the days when large rodents 
stalking the corridors struck fear in the hearts of Pentagon 
workers, sits by a wall. 

The exhibit will be incorporated into many of the regular 
tours that take visitors through the building. Along with the 
original walnut staircase and marble steps at the Mall 
entrance, the original tiles on the buildings ramps and a few 
other touches, the space is all that’s left of the Pentagon’s 
interior. 

“We all sometimes feel like we’re in an office building 
like any other office building, but it’s not just an office 
building,” Brazis said. “Hopefully this will be a place for 
people to reflect a little bit on the history of this building.” 
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OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
49. Trucks, Not Limos 
An American admiral calls for new military thinking and questions stealth technology 
(THE ECONOMIST 28 JUL 12) 

Senior serving officers in any country’s armed forces tend 
to shun public controversy. But Admiral Jonathan Greenert, 
America’s chief of naval operations, has stoked it in the latest 
issue of a specialist journal. His article appeared to question 
the value of the stealth technologies that underpin the biggest 
weapons project in history, the vast and costly F-35 Joint 
Strike Fighter programme. 

That is controversial enough: the F-35 is the Pentagon’s 
pride, exemplifying America’s technological lead and military 
supremacy. But the admiral’s argument, outlined in 
Proceedings, published by the United States Naval Institute, 
also has a wider theme. Military procurement is too focused 
on building ever-costlier new ships and aircraft of complex 
design, with built-in capabilities to meet specific threats. 
Instead of procurement being “platform-centric”, he wants it 
to be “payload-centric”: highly adaptable platforms able to 
carry weapons and sensors that can be added or removed, 
depending on the mission or on technological progress. 

The “luxury-car” platforms designed in the last days of 
the cold war (and which still dominate much military 
procurement) have not adapted well to changes in security and 
technology, he says. Such platforms must always carry the 
sophisticated equipment to defeat a sophisticated foe. Yet 
much of this may be irrelevant to the navy’s typical missions 
in the past 20 years: counter-terrorism, anti-piracy, mine-
clearing, maritime patrolling and carrier operations in support 
of counter-insurgency campaigns in Iraq and Afghanistan. 

Given the cost of building new platforms and the need to 
keep them in service for 30 to 50 years or even longer, 
Admiral Greenert wants them to be more like “trucks”: with 
plenty of space and power to accommodate different payloads. 
Some of the Pentagon’s oldest platforms have turned out to be 
much better trucks than their successors. 

Because of its sheer size, its reserve electrical power and 
its small number of integral systems, at least compared with 
newer aircraft-carriers, the 50-year-old USS Enterprise has 
proved more adaptable than modern, densely packed designs. 
Unlike them, it has the space, storage and power-generating 
capacity to carry new aircraft types and new systems. 

The same is true of the stalwart B-52 bomber. It first flew 
60 years ago. It is now expected to stay in service until 2045. 
Conceived as a strategic bomber after the second world war, it 
has been recast many times. It is now proving to be a cost-
effective platform for the latest precision-guided “stand-off” 
weapons (meaning those fired from afar). It is also more 
dependable than any of its more advanced successors. 

Another advantage of high-tech payloads over platforms 
stems from Moore’s law: the doubling of computer-chip speed 
every two years or less. This embarrasses military planners. 
Even their latest and fabulously expensive equipment often 
lacks the processing power of cheap consumer gadgets. It 
takes at least 15 years to bring a new ship or aircraft from 
design to completion. That can be eight or more cycles of 
Moore’s law. 

Mutiny Amid Bounty 
For all its woes (chiefly cost overruns), the American 

navy’s Littoral Combat Ship (LCS) is an attempt to build a 

modern “truck”, albeit a rather modest one. It can be 
reconfigured for each mission by adding or removing modules 
such as weapon systems, sensors, helicopters and drones. New 
modules are planned for anti-submarine warfare, minehunting, 
surface warfare, surveillance and special operations. Critics 
contend that the LCS is a jack of all trades that will be master 
of none, but its supporters are convinced its flexibility will 
make it a success. 

Admiral Greenert has whipped up an even bigger storm 
by saying that advantages from America’s prized stealth 
technology will be “difficult to maintain”. The other side’s 
sensors, he argues, may operate at lower electromagnetic 
frequencies than stealth technologies are designed to frustrate, 
and may use exponentially increasing processing power to 
work out where the stealth platform is from different angles or 
aspects. In other words, in the continuing struggle between 
hiders and finders, America will increasingly labour to keep 
the advantage it has enjoyed for two decades. 

The admiral therefore calls for a shift from relying solely 
on stealth to using stand-off weapons, fired from such a 
distance that adversaries cannot shoot back, or by unmanned 
systems; or employing electronic-warfare devices to confuse 
or jam the other side’s sensors, rather than trying to hide from 
them. The unstated implication is that there are other ways of 
doing the same job as the stealthy F-35 more cheaply and 
more successfully. 

Some defence analysts took the article as a signal that the 
navy, never thrilled by the F-35, might intend to make a big 
cut in the 480 aircraft it is meant to be buying to free money 
for other things. A few days after the article appeared, a 
spokesman for Admiral Greenert felt compelled to explain that 
his boss still backed the F-35. 

Mark Gunzinger, an authority on air power at the Centre 
for Strategic and Budgetary Assessments, a think-tank based 
in Washington, thinks the admiral was not so much aiming a 
broadside at the F-35 than making the case for having the right 
mix of aircraft for future carriers. An advocate of both the 
long-range Next Generation Bomber and the navy’s 
Unmanned Combat Air System, he points out that both should 
feature the stealthy designs that are needed to survive in 
hostile environments, and that forecasts of the death of stealth 
are very premature. 

Peter Singer, an expert on future weapons at the 
Brookings Institution, a think-tank, is more sceptical. He fears 
that advances in Chinese and Russian air-defence systems are 
eroding the advantages of stealth, and that the F-35 is further 
hobbled by its limited range. “It has very short legs,” he says, 
shorter than some planes from the second world war. It may 
be better “to play a different game”, relying more on precision 
strikes from afar, perhaps using hybrid transport-bombers 
carrying cruise missiles or swarms of drones. Because the F-
35 has turned out to be so costly (after years of delays and cost 
overruns, the bill is now $396 billion), he fears it could blight 
the development of more capable systems. But whatever 
reservations the navy may have about the F-35, he notes that 
the Pentagon has deemed the programme “too big to fail”. 
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Agreeing with Admiral Greenert’s analysis, Mr. Singer asks: “Will it lead to any change in policy? That is the test.” 
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50. Risks Of War 
Beware the factors that could draw in the U.S. 
(PITTSBURGH POST-GAZETTE 27 JUL 12) ... Editorial 

Four factors, including two in American politics, raise the 
risk of the country being dragged into another war between 
now and the end of the year. 

These are in play in spite of the obvious satisfaction of the 
American people that the eight-year war in Iraq has ended and 
the 11-year-old war in Afghanistan is now on a glide path to 
being terminated. 

The first worrisome development is in Syria, where 
intelligence and other sources are just now discovering that the 
Syrian opposition includes al-Qaida forces. It is remarkable 
that anyone could have imagined that a rebel movement 
composed almost entirely of militant Sunni Muslims (who 
also form the core of al-Qaida), financed and armed by Sunni-
governed states Saudi Arabia and Qatar, would not include 
important elements of al-Qaida. 

What Americans must now watch out for is any tendency 
for U.S. leaders to use the presence of al-Qaida among the 
Syrian opposition as a reason for the United States to 
intervene militarily in the conflict, in effect launching America 
into another Middle East war after Iraq and Afghanistan. 

The second development to watch is U.S. reaction to 
China's effort to exercise influence in the South China Sea. 
Other countries in Asia, including Brunei, Laos, Malaysia, the 
Philippines, Taiwan and Vietnam, share with China claims to 
little slices of rock sticking out of the sea that could serve as a 
basis for exploration of undersea mineral and oil and gas 
rights in the region. Those countries, quite naturally, would 
welcome U.S. support of their claims. But the idea of a U.S. 
military conflict with China as a result of such quarrels, which 

need to be resolved by negotiations among the Asian nations, 
lacks all merit. 

Two other, American factors enter into the heightened 
danger of another U.S. war as Iraq has ended and Afghanistan 
is winding down. The first and most dangerous is that the 
Department of Defense and all parts of the military-industrial 
complex that depend on it for money are facing, absent 
congressional action, deep budget cuts at the end of the year. 
The formal term for what will happen if the Congress doesn't 
agree on more selective spending reductions is sequestration. 
Major wailing is already being heard over the claimed 
potential weakening of the nation's defense posture if the 
government-wide cuts are allowed to include the Pentagon. 

Why the United States shouldn't enjoy a peace dividend 
after the end of the Iraq and Afghanistan wars has not yet been 
explained by those trying to avoid the military cuts. 

The other obstacle to America being able to shift 
priorities and concentrate on domestic needs, as opposed to 
fighting another expensive and questionable war, is a possible 
"October surprise." Such an election-year event would have 
the administration of President Barack Obama starting 
something prior to Nov. 6 in order to influence the outcome -- 
something, for example, that might suddenly give him the 
mantle of a "war president," which usually conjures sympathy 
and allegiance from the voters. Think of President George W. 
Bush in 2003. 

Mr. Obama has showed no tendencies in that direction, 
but as the race heats up, who knows? 
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51. New Garrison, Old Troubles In The South China Seas 
(TIME 26 JUL 12) ... Kirk Spitzer 

TOKYO – China’s newest military garrison in the 
contentious South China Sea is largely a political show and 
won’t significantly raise the threat of armed confrontation in 
the region. Which is not saying much, since that threat is 
already darned high and is certain to get worse. 

Chinese authorities announced this week they would 
station troops on Yongxin Island, a speck of land about 220 
miles southeast of Hainan Island. China has designated 
Yongxin as the capital of a newly created administrative 
region called Sansha. It is intended to extend Chinese 
administrative control over the resource-rich Paracel, Spratly 
and Macclesfield Bank island groups. Those islands — known 
in China as Xisha, Nansha and Zongsha, respectively — are 
variously claimed by China and five neighboring countries 
and have been the source of increasing confrontations in the 
region. 

The official Xinhua news agency said the Sansha military 
garrison will be responsible for guarding Yongxin, conducting 
disaster relief and rescue operations, and “carrying out 
military missions.” No details on troop levels or what that last 
bit might include. 

Yongxin, also called Woody Island, measures less than 
one square mile (2.1 square km). It has a small airfield and 
artificial harbor and a permanent population of about 1,100. 
Virtually all food, water and supplies must be brought in by 
ship or plane. 

Retired U.S. Rear Adm. Mike McDevitt, a former carrier 
battle group commander with experience in the South China 
Sea, says establishing a garrison on the island won’t alter the 
military balance or signal imminent hostilities. Any significant 
military operations in the region, he says, would be mounted 
from Hainan, where the People’s Liberation Army has major 
air, land and sea bases, rather than from tiny, salt-soaked 
Yongxin. 

“Putting garrisons on Woody Island or elsewhere in the 
Paracels would effectively maroon these guys, so the only 
advantage would be just showing the flag — to say, ‘We are 
serious,’” says McDevitt, former director of East Asia Policy 
at the Department of Defense and now a senior fellow at the 
Center for Naval Analyses in Washington. 

Tetsuo Kotani, a maritime security specialist at the Japan 
Institute for International Affairs, in Tokyo, says China 
already effectively controls the Paracels through its naval 
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forces and scattered island outposts. Even if troops on 
Yongxin were assigned surveillance equipment or even anti-
ship defenses, he says, it would do little more than duplicate 
capabilities China already has nearby. 

“They’re basically just sending a political message. I’m 
not sure what other role those troops could play,” says Kotani. 

Whether it’s all part of a carefully synchronized strategy 
by Beijing, or a messy improvisation by fractious government 
ministries remains unclear. In a report issued in April, the 
International Crisis Group, a Brussels-based think tank, 
attributed much of tension in the South China Sea to poor 
coordination among 11 different Chinese agencies that have 
responsibility for security or maritime affairs. 

“Some agencies are acting assertively to compete for a 
slice of the budget pie, while others such as local governments 
are focused on economic growth, leading them to expand their 
activities into disputed waters,” the report says. “Their 
motivations are domestic in nature, but the impact of their 
actions is increasingly international.” 

Indeed, China’s State Council established the Sansha 
district in late June, apparently to retaliate for a law passed by 
Vietnam declaring the entire Paracels as their own. No 
mention was made of a military garrison until it was 
announced this week, in something of a surprise, by China’s 
Central Military Commission. 

Regardless, the potential for trouble is real. 
Philippine news media reported this week that China has 

begun building a military airstrip at a place called Subi Reef, 
in the Spratly Islands. That’s just 12 miles from where the 
Philippines has its administrative headquarters for what it 

claims as its part of the Spratlys – altogether a collection of 
some 750 islets, atolls, reefs and sandbanks spread over some 
175,000 square miles (425,000 square km). That’s about the 
size of California and Texas combined. 

The Philippines says a flotilla of 10 Chinese fishing boats 
escorted by at least two PLA Navy frigates and other maritime 
patrol boats have begun fishing – illegally, according to the 
Philippines — at the Subi Reef, as well. Emotions are still 
running high in both countries after China forced the 
Philippines to back down last month from a confrontation at 
the Scarborough Shoal, and after China squelched an attempt 
earlier this month by the ASEAN alliance to fashion a formal 
code for resolving the territorial disputes. 

Both the Philippines and Vietnam have said they won’t 
recognize China’s Sansha district. 

The United States is trying hard to stay out of the 
territorial disputes. The U.S. says its sole concern is ensuring 
that sea lanes remain open and trade unimpeded. The Navy is 
in the process of shifting 60 percent of warships to the Asia-
Pacific region – just to make sure. 

Kotani says it’s all getting rather dicey. 
“The tension in the South China Sea is increasing and I 

think that will continue. No country has any reason to back off 
right now,” he says. “China is increasing its military posture in 
the South China Sea and the United States will continue its 
presence there, as well. So there is always the possibility of an 
accidental clash that can easily escalate into a large-scale 
conflict.” 

Maybe that’s the message of the garrison at Yongxin. 
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52. Navy Has To Get Stronger 
(CHINA DAILY 27 JUL 12) ... Wang Xiaoxuan 

China's coastal defense demands more security from its 
navy, although it is decades behind its advanced counterparts 

Since its establishment in 1949, China's navy has taken 
great strides both in terms of its size and operation 
capabilities. With the efforts of generations, the navy has 
developed from a single unit into a composite force composed 
of submarines, surface fleet, naval aviation vessels, marine 
corps and coastal defense units, laying the structural 
foundation for its modernization. 

With its strategic transformation from coastal defense to 
inshore defense, the overall inshore fighting capability of 
China's navy has improved continuously and its defense 
cordon has extended farther into the seas over the decades. 
The navy, with its growing fighting capabilities, is a reliable 
protector of China's maritime rights and interests, and a 
forceful promoter of harmonious waters. 

The navy has expedited its development, from 
mechanization to "informationalization", and advancing 
toward a more powerful force. But despite its achievements of 
the past decades, the navy's development is not complete. It 
has lagged far behind the naval forces of other developed 
countries. 

In this information age, a country's navy should have a 
higher tech content, which is also viewed as an important 
measure of its modernization. Though the navy has 
dedicatedly pursued advanced technologies, including 
information, power and intelligence technologies, and 

manufacturing skills, it is still far from being a world-class 
outfit in terms of core technologies. 

Some experts say the Chinese navy's technology is 20 
years behind its advanced counterparts and the gap is even 
wider in some core areas. Compared with some of its 
developed counterparts, China's navy possesses fewer large-
sized warships and those that can sail long distances. As a 
result, it cannot meet the demands of China's interests in 
overseas regions and undertake some international duties and 
maintain world peace. 

But some foreigners have questioned China's move to 
build large-sized warships, arguing that its inshore defense 
does not need them. The fact is that the adoption of an inshore 
defense strategy does not mean China's navy should be 
confined to limited marine areas. Given the threat of long-
range attack from potential adversaries, China should extend 
its range of defense further. Only by doing so can it realize its 
objective of inshore defense and protect its territory. That's 
why an inshore defense strategy also needs assorted vessels, 
large and small, as backup. 

Besides, the Chinese navy in its new role also undertakes 
other heavy tasks - from anti-terrorism operations to disaster 
relief, peacekeeping and other non-combat missions. For 
better and effective disaster relief operations on the high seas, 
a navy needs large vessels, as was seen during relief and 
rescue operations after the Indian Ocean tsunami in 2004 and 
the catastrophic earthquake in Japan in March 2011. 
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Compared with its advanced counterparts, the Chinese 
navy is also weak in its maneuvering capability on high seas. 
With the expansion of China's national interests, the navy 
needs to stretch its operations further. 

Of late, the Chinese navy has been undertaking more 
international obligations. But because of the lack of a strong 
pelagic guaranteeing system, it has often encountered 
insurmountable difficulties in its deep-sea operations, as 
indicated by its convoy mission in the Gulf of Aden. 

Turning a blind eye to these aspects, some foreign experts 
have questioned China's moves to strengthen its naval 
capabilities, alleging that such moves are aimed at pursuing 
maritime expansion and thus pose a threat to other countries. 

Moreover, like other navies in the world, the Chinese 
navy also needs maritime exercises to improve its fighting 
capabilities. But China's maritime drills have been singled out 
for criticism. The regular and limited exercises held by China's 
navy are completely defensive in nature and intent, aimed at 
boosting its capability to fight possible foreign aggression. 
Both in size and frequency, China's naval exercises have been 
miniscule compared to those held by the U.S. navy. 

Also, the Chinese navy has held the drills mainly in non-
combat waters for non-combat purposes, such as maritime 
rescue operations, escort convoys, and anti-piracy and anti-
terrorism campaigns. 

A long-held distrust of China among some people and 
their ambivalence toward the country's development are the 
main reasons why they exaggerate China's military threat. 
They fear, and wrongly, that a powerful China will become a 
challenge to their dominance. 

They also tend to presume, again wrongly, that China will 
seek hegemony after its rise, a belief that has aggravated their 
misgivings toward and fears over a fast-growing China. Some 
countries with overlapping sovereign claims with China in the 
seas believe the buildup of China's navy will hurt their alleged 
maritime interests, which they try to eternalize through illegal 
means. 

As far as territorial disputes are concerned, China 
advocates that they be settled through political consultations. 
But defense means that it will respond accordingly if any 
country tries to encroach on its territory. 

The development of the Chinese navy is for self-defense, 
and self-defense only, and aimed at maritime security and 
development. China has been solemnly committed to never 
seeking maritime hegemony or posing a threat to other 
countries even if its navy becomes one of the strongest in the 
world. It is China's long-cherished policy to seek maritime 
cooperation with other countries to contribute to regional and 
world peace. 

The author is a senior captain and director of Naval 
Research Institute of the People's Liberation Army. 
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53. Sports Sponsorships Allow Armed Forces To Compete 
Military, not Congress, knows what drives its market 
(WASHINGTON TIMES 26 JUL 12) ... Brad Blakeman 

Last week, the House Appropriations Committee voted 
against an amendment to the Department of Defense 
authorization bill that would have prohibited branches of the 
U.S. armed forces from investing in sports sponsorships. The 
act specifically singled out sponsorships of “professional or 
semi-professional motor sports, fishing, wrestling or other 
sports.” 

The supporters of this amendment have yet to adequately 
explain why only sports marketing efforts should be 
prohibited, as opposed to marketing efforts elsewhere. Will 
Congress next tell our armed forces that they cannot use 
Facebook or sponsor musical or other cultural events? 

While the amendment prohibits sponsorships of any sport, 
it’s clear that the amendment’s supporters are focusing on the 
military’s marketing efforts in NASCAR. Army and National 
Guard logos adorn the hoods of race cars driven by Ryan 
Newman and Dale Earnhardt Jr., respectively. As top 
competitors in the NASCAR Sprint Cup Series, both cars get a 
significant amount of visibility and air time during race 
broadcasts on Fox, TNT, ESPN, ABC and Speed. 

Keep in mind that those race telecasts are averaging 7.1 
million viewers in 2012. There’s also the exposure the military 
gets with the more than 100,000 fans attending NASCAR 
Sprint Cup Series races 38 weekends a year and the hundreds 
of millions of impressions they get in print and online 
annually as a direct result of being NASCAR sponsors. 

Undoubtedly, NASCAR has the most brand-loyal fans in 
all of sports. According to independent research, 3 out of 4 
avid NASCAR fans say they will purchase sponsor products 

and services, which is why more Fortune 500 companies are 
involved in NASCAR than any other sport. 

If sports sponsorships didn’t work, why would so many of 
America’s top companies devote millions of dollars every year 
to sports leagues and teams? In fact, if we limit the tools that 
our military can use — tools that are available to the private 
sector — we may actually be putting our armed forces at a 
disadvantage. 

Our military is all-volunteer, meaning that our military 
must find, recruit and retain soldiers, Sailors, Marines and 
airmen through multiple means. Sports sponsorships offer the 
military a conduit to the millions of young men and women 
who are sports fans. 

The military retains companies from the private sector to 
assist in marketing to these young men and women. In fact, 
some of the world’s top advertising agencies count branches 
of the military among their clients. These companies create 
advertising, buy media and build channel plans that include 
sports sponsorships. It is one thing to discuss cutting the size 
of the military’s marketing budget, but to arbitrarily prevent 
them from using one legitimate marketing tool over another 
reeks of congressional overreach. It even raises questions 
about unnecessary government limitations on speech. 

There’s no doubt the public deserves a greater return on 
those investments in sports, starting with ending television 
blackouts and lowering ticket prices. But this is a matter of 
marketing, not subsidizing. To simply prevent the military 
from spending money on sports while allowing it in other 
activities seems misguided and shortsighted. 
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We all trust our armed forces to protect the security and 
sovereignty of the nation. Shouldn’t we trust them to find their 
own best way to market to our young men and women? 

Brad Blakeman is an adjunct professor at Georgetown 
University and a member of the executive board of the Sports 
Fans Coalition. 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Colorado Gets Fourth Navy Ship Bearing Its Namesake 
(YAHOO! CONTRIBUTOR NETWORK 26 JUN 12) ... Susan Graybeal 

Colorado Gov. John Hickenlooper and Secretary of the Navy Ray Mabus hosted a ship naming ceremony Monday at the state 
capitol. According to Hickenlooper's office, the future USS Colorado -- the fourth ship to bear the state's name -- is under construction 
and will be delivered to the Navy fleet in late 2016. 

 
2. Navy Attempts Culture Change On Sexual Assaults 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 27 JUN 12) ... Brock Vergakis 

NORFOLK, Va. -- The commanding officer of the USS Bataan walked into the wardroom of his amphibious-assault ship where 
about 200 mostly young Sailors were crammed into chairs, along walls and behind the salad bar and wasted no time getting to the 
point: Sailors don't let other Sailors commit sexual assault. 

 

CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
3. FRUKUS 2012 Kicks Off in Russia 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 26 JUN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Stephen Oleksiak, Commander, U.S. Naval Forces 
Europe-Africa/U.S. 6th Fleet Public Affairs 

BALTIYSK, Russia -- The multinational training exercise FRUKUS 2012 began with an opening ceremony held at the Baltic 
Fleet Headquarters in Baltiysk, Russia, where participating senior leaders from France, Russia, the United Kingdom and the United 
States discussed the exercise objectives, June 25. 

 
4. Navy Ship In Gulf Rescues Missing Kuwaiti Boater 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 26 JUN 12) 

A Kuwaiti jet skier who spent more than 20 hours adrift in the Persian Gulf was rescued by the crew of a Norfolk ship. 
 

5. Swift Arrives In Tanzania For Africa Partnership Station Visit 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 26 JUN 12) ... Ensign Joe Keiley, High-Speed Vessel Swift Public Affairs 

DAR ES SALAAM, Tanzania -- High-Speed Vessel Swift (HSV 2) arrived in Dar Es Salaam June 23 for a port visit supporting 
Africa Partnership Station (APS) East 2012. 

 
6. Stennis Departs For Month Of Training 
(KITSAP (WA) SUN 26 JUN 12) 

BREMERTON — The USS John C. Stennis slipped out of town Monday for about a month of training. 
 

7. Mechanical Issues Delay Homecoming For 75+ MSRON Sailors 
(WVEC ABC NORFOLK 26 JUN 12) 

NORFOLK -- Some anxious Navy families will have to wait a little longer to welcome home their loved ones. 
 

GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
8. Backed By NATO, Turkey Steps Up Warning To Syria 
(NEW YORK TIMES 27 JUN 12) ... Eric Schmitt and Sebnem Arsu 

WASHINGTON — Buoyed by support from its NATO allies, Turkey escalated its warnings against Syria on Tuesday, even as 
some American and allied officials privately raised questions about whether the Turkish warplane shot down by Syrian air defenses — 
provoking the denunciation — had been on a spy mission. 
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9. Downing Of Turkish Jet Reveals Strength Of Syria’s Air Defenses 
Sophistication of Assad’s military is deterrent to foreign intervention 
(WASHINGTON POST 27 JUN 12) ... Greg Jaffe 

The Syrian government’s downing of a Turkish fighter jet has served as a stark warning that its military is capable of mounting a 
sophisticated defense against potential enemies, complicating a Libya-style intervention. 

 
10. Military To Strengthen Ties With U.S. 
Beijing calls for proper resolution of U.S. surveillance flights issue 
(CHINA DAILY 27 JUN 12) ... Zhao Shengnan and Cheng Guangjin 

Top Chinese military officials on Tuesday pledged to strengthen communication and cooperation with the United States, but also 
called for proper resolution of the issue of U.S. surveillance flights near China. 

 
11. Navy 'Willing And Able' To Return To Panatag 
(PHILIPPINE STAR 27 JUN 12) ... Alexis Romero, Aurea Calica and Pia Lee-Brago 

MANILA, Philippines - The Philippine Navy is waiting for President Benigno Simeon Aquino III to order them to go back to the 
Panatag Shoal (Scarborough Shoal) following confirmation that Chinese vessels have yet to pull out from the disputed territory despite 
an agreement to do so. 

 
12. Sri Lanka Navy Again Accused Of Attacking Tamil Nadu Fishermen 
(COLOMBO NEWS (SRI LANKA) 26 JUN 12) 

RAMESWARAM -- Indian fishermen from Rameswaram in Tamil Nadu state of India have again accused the Sri Lanka Navy of 
attacking them when they fishing at mid-sea off Rameswaram in Tamil Nadu. 

 
13. Navy Arrests Belgian Ship For Illegal Bunkering 
(LAGOS BUSINESS DAY (NIGERIA) 26 JUN 12) 

The Nigerian Navy has confirmed the arrest of a Belgian ship, MT St Vanessa and her crew for alleged involvement in illegal oil 
bunkering in Bayelsa. 

 
14. Navy Ship To Return Home From Antarctica 
(PORTSMOUTH NEWS (UK) 26 JUN 12) 

ICE patrol ship HMS Protector will return home from her maiden deployment to the Antarctic tomorrow. 
 

15. £38bn Defence Black Hole Was 'Myth' 
(U.K. PRESS ASSOCIATION 26 JUN 12) 

Labour has accused the Government of inventing a £38 billion black hole in the defence budget to justify sweeping cuts to the 
military. 

 

PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
16. Five Things Every Sailor Should Know About the Revised Navy Alcohol Policy 
(NAVY TIMES 02 JUL 12) ... Mark D. Faram 

The Navy has had a turbulent relationship with alcohol throughout its 236-year history. The service abolished the grog ration in 
1862, but that never diminished a sailor’s desire for a drink after a long day’s work. 

 
17. Hearing Focuses On Challenges Active Troops And Veterans Face 
(WASHINGTON POST 26 JUN 12) ... Colton Totland 

The financial challenges of active military and veterans took center stage Tuesday during a congressional hearing on efforts to 
improve consumer protection for the military community. 

 
18. Military Nears $1B In Jobless Benefits 
(USA TODAY 27 JUN 12) ... Gregg Zoroya 

The cost of unemployment compensation for troops leaving the military without jobs approached a billion dollars last year, 
though the rate of increase slowed to just 2% over 2010, figures from the Department of Labor show. 

 
19. VA May Help More Wounded Veterans Get Insurance 
(NAVY TIMES 26 JUN 12) ... Karen Jowers 

The Veterans Affairs Department is proposing a rule change that may make it easier for more disabled veterans to get life 
insurance. 
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20. Nothing Else Feels Right After Combat Camera 
“Patriot Profiles” provide readers insight into the lives of our country’s heroes. 
(DEL MAR (CA) TIMES 25 JUN 12) ... Jeanne McKinney 

There’s no crew to light the scene, no quiet on the set, no director yelling cut while shooting this film. Night vision goggles might 
be the only light source, the noise nerve-shattering and there’s no time for retakes. Embedded with ground troops and armed with a 
digital camera, is a Sailor clicking away and recording the ongoing fight for freedom. At the end of a long and often grueling 
assignment, she’s captured crucial information she must guard with her life. 

 
21. Top Sailor On San Diego Destroyer Ousted After DUI 
Gridley's command master chief charged in Tenn. 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 26 JUN 12) ... Jeanette Steele 

The top enlisted Sailor on the San Diego-based destroyer Gridley has been ousted from his job following a drunk-driving charge, 
the Navy said Tuesday. 

 

FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
22. U.S. Coast Guard Takes Algae Biofuel for a Spin 
(CLEAN TECHNICA 25 JUN 12) ... Tina Casey 

The Navy’s biofuel program has been getting a lot of attention lately, along with biofuel initiatives by the Army and Air Force, 
and now it’s time for the U.S. Coast Guard to take a turn in the spotlight. The Coast Guard cutter Henry Blake has just taken its 
maiden voyage on a 50-50 blend of biofuel and conventional diesel, and if the results are satisfying, that will pave the way for using 
the blend on more ships in the future. 

 
23. Senators Press DoD To Reveal More Details On Sequestration 
(FEDERAL NEWS RADIO 27 JUN 12) ... Jared Serbu 

Several members of the U.S. Senate are planning a full-court press to force the Pentagon to detail what would happen if Congress 
lets sequestration kick in, hoping the results would push fellow lawmakers into resolving the issue before contractors begin sending 
out mass layoff notices. 

 
24. U.S. Military Contractors Prepare For Possible Budget Cuts 
Lockheed Martin, Northrop Grumman and Boeing could lay off thousands of aerospace workers and cancel 
supplier contracts if Congress doesn't agree by January on reducing the federal deficit. 
(LOS ANGELES TIMES 26 JUN 12) ... W.J. Hennigan 

The nation's military contractors say they are preparing to shut facilities, tear up supplier contracts and issue pink slips to 
thousands of aerospace employees to deal with proposed federal budget cuts threatening to hit Pentagon spending. 

 
25. Debate Over Missile Defense Interceptors Gets Testy 
(NATIONAL DEFENSE 26 JUN 12) ... Stew Magnuson 

The debate over whether a missile defense system the Obama administration plans to deploy in Europe will actually work got 
testy as a senior State Department official squared off with a leading critic of the program during a panel discussion June 25. 

 
26. Firms Testing AMDR Ahead Of Proposal Deadline 
(DEFENSE DAILY 27 JUN 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

Defense firms are wrapping up tests of their Air and Missile Defense Radar (AMDR) as part of the Navy competition to build the 
system intended for the next version of Arleigh Burke -class (DDG-51) destroyers, a company executive said yesterday. 

 
27. Austal Shakeup: General Dynamics Eyeing Mobile Shipyard 
(MOBILE (AL) PRESS-REGISTER 26 JUN 12) ... George Talbot 

MOBILE, Alabama -- Joe Rella has resigned as president of Austal USA, and the company may be in negotiations to sell at least 
part of its Mobile shipyard to General Dynamics Corp., according to a maritime analyst. 

 

BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
28. Our Favorite Events Celebrating Navy Week And OpSail Boston 
(BOSTON GLOBE 26 JUN 12) ... Nicole Cammorata 

The easiest way to enjoy the arrival of both the Navy Week vessels and the OpSail Boston tall ships -- in town from June 29 - 
July 6 -- is just to get outside, take a seat along the water, and watch. Some of our favorite viewing spots to take in the sight of the 
ships include Castle Island, Charlestown Navy Yard, the dock outside the ICA, and Christopher Columbus park in the North End. 
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29. PCU North Dakota Sailors To Participate In Pre-Fourth Of July Parade In Namesake State 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 26 JUN 12) ... Lt. Cmdr. Jennifer Cragg, Commander, Submarine Group 2 Public Affairs 

BISMARCK, N.D. -- Two Pre-Commissioning Unit (PCU) North Dakota Sailors (SSN 784) will be participating in a four-day 
visit, June 27 to July 1 to the submarine's namesake state. 

 
30. UPDATE: Navy, Coast Guard Join Forces To Prepare For Hurricane Season 
(HAWAII REPORTER 25 JUNE 12) 

HONOLULU — Representatives from Navy Region Hawaii, Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam, Coast Guard Sector Honolulu and 
Hawaii State Civil Defense performed a ceremonial signing of a memorandum of understanding that ensures the safety of commercial 
vessels that would be instrumental to sustaining public health and safety for the citizens of Hawaii at Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam, 
Monday. 

 
31. Whatever Floats Your RoboBoat: Competition Engages Students in STEM 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 26 JUN 12) ... Katherine H. Crawford, Office of Naval Research 

ARLINGTON, Va. -- An international lineup of university teams raced custom-built autonomous surface vehicles (ASV) at the 
fifth annual RoboBoat competition, held June 20-24 in Virginia Beach, Va. 

 
32. Norfolk Expo Offers High Tech On The High Seas 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 27 JUN 12) ... Biz Carson 

NORFOLK -- Three weeks ago, centuries-old tall ships floated in the Elizabeth River. This week, a squat, 88-foot boat that looks 
like filmmaker Christopher Nolan's Batmobile joined the tugboats and pleasure craft that call the city home. 

 
33. U.S. To Notify Japan Of Osprey Deployment Friday 
(YOMIURI SHIMBUN (JAPAN) 27 JUN 12) 

The United States has decided to issue a diplomatic notification Friday to Japan on its plan to deploy the Osprey tilt-rotor 
transport aircraft to the U.S. Marine Corps' Futenma Air Station in Okinawa Prefecture, government sources said Tuesday. 

 
34. Japan Calls For More Safety Info From U.S. Before Osprey Deployment 
(KYODO NEWS 26 JUN 12) 

TOKYO -- Japan needs to have more information from the United States on recent crashes abroad of Osprey military planes 
before their deployment at a base in Okinawa to help ease the concerns of local citizens, Defense Minister Satoshi Morimoto said 
Tuesday. 

 

NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
35. First Lady Cheers Illinois Military Family Law 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 26 JUN 12) ... Jason Keyser 

CHICAGO — Michelle Obama got a boost Tuesday from her home state of Illinois in her campaign to make it easier for military 
spouses to advance their own careers amid the frequent moves that come with life in a military family. 

 
36. Deadline Looms For Tricare West Contract 
(NAVY TIMES 26 JUN 12) ... Patricia Kime 

A public and sometimes ugly dispute between two health care giants should end in the coming days as the Government 
Accountability Office faces a July 5 deadline to decide the Tricare West region contract. 

 
37. Greater Diversity Coming to U.S. Military Menus 
(DEFENSE NEWS 26 JUN 12) ... Adam Stone 

Upcoming revisions to military recipe books could bring new ethnic fare to U.S. troops. 
 

38. Social Media Transforming Disaster Preparedness, Response 
(DEFENSE DAILY 27 JUN 12) ... Pat Host 

Social media's biggest impact on disaster preparedness and response is helping people be proactive, instead of reactive, a military 
social media practitioner said yesterday. 

 
39. U.S. Military To Launch Website That Mirrors Reddit 
Social Site Eureka To Go Live in July 
(DEFENSE NEWS 26 JUN 12) ... Lauren Biron 

If all goes according to plan, the U.S. military will soon have its own analog of Reddit, the popular social site where user votes 
push the best content and ideas to the top for all to see. 
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40. From Naval Dreadnought To Floating Gaming Station 
(MCCLATCHY-TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE 26 JUN 12) ... Brian Crecente 

The USS Iowa is one of the last of a dying breed; a ship of the line, a dreadnought designed to power up alongside an enemy ship 
and take a beating while delivering broadsides of fire that push the 40,000 ton ship sideways, creating shock waves in the surrounding 
ocean. 

 
41. After Repeal Of ‘Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell,’ A Celebration 
Employees, supporters mark gay pride month at Pentagon for first time 
(WASHINGTON POST 27 JUN 12) ... Lisa Rein 

A standing-room-only crowd of 400 uniformed and civilian employees and their supporters filled a Pentagon auditorium Tuesday 
as the military celebrated gay pride month for the first time. 

 
42. Gunnar Had A Lot Going For Him, But He Wasn’t Cut Out To Be A Navy Seal 
(WASHINGTON POST 27 JUN 12) ... John Kelly 

It was his curiosity that turned Gunnar into a Navy seal, and if, in the end, he washed out — if he didn’t have the right level of no-
questions-asked obedience — well, those who knew him said he still retained a sense of calm and precision. 

 
43. Gonzalez Takes A First-Class Date To The Nationals’ Gala 
(WASHINGTON POST 27 JUN 12) ... Dan Steinberg 

Two weeks ago, Gio Gonzalez set off a minor Internet firestorm when he took to Twitter to find a date for the Nationals Dream 
Foundation gala at National Harbor. 

 
44. MSU-UConn To Open In Germany 
(ESPN 26 JUN 12) ... Andy Katz 

Michigan State and Connecticut have agreed to play this year's college basketball opener at an overseas military base on Friday, 
Nov. 9, prior to Veterans Day. 

 

OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
45. U.S. Navy’s Quantity Problem 
(THE DIPLOMAT 26 JUN 12) ... James R. Holmes 

As naval technology gallops on, can fleets execute the same missions with fewer assets? 
 

46. Not War, But Serious Enough 
Escalating Tension Between Turkey, Syria After Erdogan's Remarks 
(HURRIYET DAILY NEWS (TURKEY) 27 JUN 12) ... Murat Yetkin 

ISTANBUL -- Turkish Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan's denouncing of the al-Assad regime in Syria as a visible and 
present danger to Turkey's security, "as well as to his own people," marks an escalation in tension between the two neighbors, 
following Syria's downing of a Turkish military reconnaissance plane last week. 

 
47. Foreign Policy: A Fish Story In The South China Sea 
(NPR NEWS 26 JUN 12) ... Stephanie Kleine-Ahlbrandt 

Bad weather was good news in Scarborough Shoal, a contested chain of rocks and reefs in the South China Sea. Earlier this 
month, Typhoon Butchoy forced a break in the two-month standoff between Philippine and Chinese vessels as diplomatic efforts 
faltered. For all it seemed the showdown was about naval power, oil resources, and China's inexorable rise, the Scarborough incident 
was really about one thing: the fish. 

 
48. Cargo, The Terrorists’ Trojan Horse 
(NEW YORK TIMES 27 JUN 12) ... Jerrold L. Nadler, Edward J. Markey and Bennie G. Thompson 

MILLIONS of cargo containers are unloaded from ships each year at American seaports, providing countless opportunities for 
terrorists to smuggle and unleash a nuclear bomb or weapon of mass destruction on our shores. 

 
49. Rules On Using Armed Guards To Fight Piracy 
(SINGAPORE STRAITS TIMES 27 JUN 12) ... Robert Karniol 

Amid growing frustration, the international community is aiming to better combat maritime piracy by establishing a set of clear 
guidelines on the shipboard deployment of privately contracted armed security personnel. 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Colorado Gets Fourth Navy Ship Bearing Its Namesake 
(YAHOO! CONTRIBUTOR NETWORK 26 JUN 12) ... Susan Graybeal 

Colorado Gov. John Hickenlooper and Secretary of the 
Navy Ray Mabus hosted a ship naming ceremony Monday at 
the state capitol. According to Hickenlooper's office, the 
future USS Colorado -- the fourth ship to bear the state's name 
-- is under construction and will be delivered to the Navy fleet 
in late 2016. 

 The newest USS Colorado will be a Virginia-class 
attack submarine, equipped with Tomahawk cruise 
missiles. 

 Designated SSN 788, the ship will be 7,800 tons and 
377 feet long. It will operate at more than 25 knots 
submerged. 

 The USS Colorado will be designed with a nuclear 
reactor plant, the Navy reported, and will not require 
refueling during the planned life of the ship. 

 The first USS Colorado was a 3.425 ton stream screw 
frigate launched in 1856. It was used by the Union 
during the Civil War, according to Worth Point. It 
was later the flagship of the European Squadron and 
the U.S. Asiatic Squadron. It saw action in Korea in 
the 1870s before being sold in 1885. 

 According to the Naval Historical Center, a 13,680 
ton armored cruiser named the USS Colorado was 
placed in commission in mid-January 1905. It 
deployed to the Far East in September 1906 and 
again in 1909. 

 In 1912, it transported U.S. troops to Nicaragua. In 
1916, the ship was named the USS Pueblo in order to 
free up the name for a new USS Colorado. 

 The ship went on to make six voyages to transport 
U.S. troops home during World War I and was used 
as a Naval receiving ship through much of the 1920s. 
The USS Pueblo was removed from service in 1930 
and scrapped in 1931. 

 The next USS Colorado was a 32,600 ton battleship 
that was commissioned in August 1923, the Naval 
Historical Center reported. Prior to World War II, the 
ship helped in the search for missing aviator Amelia 
Earhart. 

 The ship was undergoing an overhaul to the Puget 
Sound Navy Yard when Japan attacked Pearl Harbor. 
In 1943, the ship arrived at Pearl Harbor as one of the 
oldest battleships to guard against possible Japanese 
actions in the area. 

 In 1944, the ship was hit by two Kamikaze suicide 
plane in one month. It was inactivated in 1945 and 
decommissioned in 1947. 

 Of the fourth ship to bear the name, Hickenlooper 
stated, "The naming of this ship honors all of 
Colorado's military contributions. Our servicemen 
and servicewomen, veterans and active, and their 
families have sacrificed so much so that our country 
can be so great." 

Return to Index 
 

2. Navy Attempts Culture Change On Sexual Assaults 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 27 JUN 12) ... Brock Vergakis 

NORFOLK, Va. -- The commanding officer of the USS 
Bataan walked into the wardroom of his amphibious-assault 
ship where about 200 mostly young Sailors were crammed 
into chairs, along walls and behind the salad bar and wasted 
no time getting to the point: Sailors don't let other Sailors 
commit sexual assault. 

"It's a crime and everyone needs to understand that it's a 
crime," Capt. Erik Ross said after a third of those in the room 
raised their hand to say they knew a victim of sexual assault. 
"You and I need to look ourselves in the mirror. We need to 
understand that you're on duty 24/7. Even though you're out 
on the town on liberty ... it's your duty to interfere. It's your 
duty to intervene. That's it." 

Frustrated by a lack of progress in reducing sexual 
assaults among Sailors, the Navy has put unprecedented 
attention on the issue this year. High-ranking Navy leaders are 
likening it to their crusade years ago to stop rampant drug 
abuse and say it is not only dehumanizing to the victims but 
also threatens their operational readiness. 

Regardless of location, most sexual assaults in the Navy 
occur after a night of drinking and officials say many of them 
could be prevented if someone had spoken up sooner to stop 
that chain of events. The focus is nothing short of an attempt 
at a significant cultural shift in the Navy, where men and 

women work in close quarters and often go out drinking 
together in foreign ports after months at sea. 

Navy leaders acknowledge sexual assault is an 
uncomfortable topic for people to talk about, and that's part of 
the problem they're trying to fix. 

"The challenge I believe our fleet leadership is faced with 
is breaking the many taboos that are often associated with 
sexual assaults," Adm. John Harvey, commander of U.S. Fleet 
Forces Command said. "But just as we have taken on other 
significant problems that impact our readiness such as drunk 
driving, drug use, dealing properly with PTSD and taking on 
motorcycle safety, we must also take on sexual assault by 
pulling back the curtain of secrecy and by facing head on the 
reality of sexual assault in our Navy." 

The reality is that the Navy receives two to three reports 
of sexual assault a day and has for several years. While the 
Navy has long taught the importance of preventing sexual 
assaults, Navy officials say it hasn't worked its way deep 
enough into the command climate to result in significant 
changes. 

In 2011, there were 610 reports of sexual assault. That's 
one less than the previous year. 

Critics say while it's a good thing the military is focusing 
on preventing sexual assaults, they say real change won't 
occur until there are more successful prosecutions. The 
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Defense Department has estimated that 86 percent of sexual 
assaults go unreported, an indication that some are worried 
about the effect reporting an assault may have on their career 
as well as their mistrust of the military prosecution system. 

"They do say they want to change, but I feel a lot of it is 
lip service until we see a higher prosecution rate, until we see 
more rapists sent to prison for rape," said Panayiota Bertzikis, 
executive director of the Military Rape Crisis Center. "The 
bottom line is a felony has been committed and they have to 
start treating it as a felony." 

To that end, the Department of Defense recently 
announced plans for each service to have "special victim unit" 
capabilities to ensure that specially trained investigators, 
prosecutors and victim-witness assistance personnel are 
available to handle sexual assault cases. That is intended to 
help with evidence collection, interviewing and court martial 
proceedings. As part of the initiative, a higher level of 
command would address the most serious sexual assault 
offenses. In the Navy, that means someone at the captain level. 
That change goes into effect Thursday. The idea is for leaders 
to take over responsibility and be accountable for sexual 
assault problems. 

The fact that Harvey is openly drawing attention to the 
Navy's problem addressing the issue is a non-too-subtle sign 
to Sailors that Navy leadership won't tolerate it any longer. 

It's a problem that has drawn the attention of the Navy's 
top officer, Chief of Naval Operations Adm. Jonathan 
Greenert. 

"I've been at this in earnest for almost three years saying 
we have got to do something about this. And the numbers 
aren't changing. We have about 600 of these a year," Greenert 
told Sailors aboard the aircraft carrier USS George H.W. Bush 
in April, according to a Navy transcript. "So today about two 
Sailors are going to sexually assault two other Sailors. That's 
the statistics. I don't know if that bothers you, but it bothers 
the hell out of me." 

The Navy required every Sailor to undergo two hours of 
sexual assault awareness training in April. Although the 

training could be tailored to each ship or command's unique 
circumstance, it generally covered what sexual assault is, the 
options to report it and how to prevent it. Among other things, 
a video was shown aboard the Bataan of a Sailor who chose 
not to intervene when he saw another man being overly 
aggressive toward a woman at a bar. After he left, the man 
struck the woman. 

"This is a sensitive subject. A lot of folks don't like to talk 
about it," said Senior Chief Rhonda Przybylski, the Bataan's 
sexual assault prevention and response trainer. "It's not usually 
a general topic of conversation at dinner or the mess decks. It's 
not like talking about the weather or buying a new car." 

During her training session, Przybylski frequently tried to 
connect sexual assaults on a personal level to those in the 
room, telling them that enlisted Sailors in their early 20s were 
the most likely to become a victim. 

Seaman Samuel Havens, an interior communications 
fireman aboard the Bataan from Carson City, Nev., said he's 
been in the Navy for about two years and that the training 
opened his eyes to what a problem sexual assault is. 

"I really didn't realize it happened as much as it does," he 
said after stopping by a sexual assault awareness table on the 
ship. "Obviously, it's a big deal. As much as it happens it 
should be a big deal." 

Navy leaders acknowledge that education alone won't 
eradicate sexual assault, but if they can get Sailors like Havens 
talking about it below deck in the mess halls and in the ranks it 
could lead to positive peer pressure. 

"We can all make a difference. It may not be a huge effect 
on a huge scale. If you stop one sexual assault, and maybe it's 
your mother, or your daughter or your best friend or your 
neighbor, you're making a difference in society. We have to 
take this out of the context of just being in the military and 
think about being a good person all around," Przybylski said. 

Online: Navy Sexual Assault Prevention 
http://www.sapr.navy.mil/ 

Return to Index 
 
 

CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
3. FRUKUS 2012 Kicks Off in Russia 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 26 JUN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Stephen Oleksiak, Commander, U.S. Naval Forces 
Europe-Africa/U.S. 6th Fleet Public Affairs 

BALTIYSK, Russia -- The multinational training exercise 
FRUKUS 2012 began with an opening ceremony held at the 
Baltic Fleet Headquarters in Baltiysk, Russia, where 
participating senior leaders from France, Russia, the United 
Kingdom and the United States discussed the exercise 
objectives, June 25. 

Russian navy Vice Adm. Viktor Chirkov, commander, 
Baltic Fleet, welcomed the guests to Baltiysk and expressed 
his excitement about the upcoming training. 

"I am glad to welcome all of our mutinational partners to 
the Baltic Fleet, which, for the first time, hosts this 
international cooperative naval xercise, FRUKUS 2012," said 
Chirkov. "I hope that all of the training events of the exercise 
will be conducted in a highly professional manner and that this 
event will become an important piece in international military 
cooperation and our nations' development." 

During the event, the commanding officers of French 
destroyer De Grasse (D612), Russian frigate Yaroslav Mudriy 
(727), British destroyer HMS York (90), and guided-missile 
cruiser USS Normandy (CG 60) discussed the importance of 
the collaborative training events that will occur during this 
year's iteration of FRUKUS. 

"We are very pleased to be participating in FRUKUS with 
our Baltic partners," said Capt. Kevin Hill, commanding 
officer of Normandy. "The events that will take place over the 
next several days will improve our cooperative capabilities in 
our efforts to continue maritime security cooperation 
throughout the Baltic region, and we look forward to getting 
started." 

FRUKUS is an annual exercise aimed at improving 
maritime security through an open dialogue and increased 
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training between the navies of France, Russia, United 
Kingdom and United States. 

USS Normandy Arrives In Baltiysk For FRUKUS 
2012 

Guided-missile cruiser USS Normandy (CG 60) arrived in 
Baltiysk, Russia, to participate in the annual multinational 
Exercise FRUKUS 2012, June 24. 

While the ship remained anchored off of the coast, senior 
leadership went ashore to meet with local civilian and military 
officials in support of the exercise. 

"We are very pleased to be in Baltiysk and look forward 
to beginning FRUKUS with our Baltic partners," said Capt. 
Kevin Hill, commanding officer of Normandy. "We appreciate 
the people of Baltiysk for their hospitality and can't wait to get 
started." 

After attending office calls with Russian navy leadership, 
Normandy hosted a tour for Russian navy Rear Adm. Sergei 
Popov, commander, Naval Base Baltiysk of the Baltic Fleet, 
and Ivan Ivanovich Cherbin, mayor of Baltiysk, who served 
36 years in the Russian Federation navy. 

"We are happy to have an American cruiser participating 
in the exercise," said Rear Adm. Popov. "In my earlier years, I 
served aboard destroyers, so it is pleasant that the U.S. Navy 
could provide such a versatile and mission-capable ship. We 
are glad that they are here." 

FRUKUS is an annual exercise aimed at improving 
maritime security through an open dialogue and increased 
training between the navies of France, Russia, United 
Kingdom and United States. 

Return to Index 
 

4. Navy Ship In Gulf Rescues Missing Kuwaiti Boater 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 26 JUN 12) 

A Kuwaiti jet skier who spent more than 20 hours adrift 
in the Persian Gulf was rescued by the crew of a Norfolk ship. 

The amphibious transport dock ship New York joined the 
search for the missing jet skier on Sunday after the Kuwaiti 
Coast Guard asked the U.S. Navy for assistance, according to 
a Navy news release. 

While the New York was heading to the man’s last known 
position, Petty Officer 3rd Class Lee Domingo, a boatswain’s 
mate serving as the aft lookout, spotted the man on the 
disabled jet ski. 

The New York launched a rigid-hull inflatable boat and 
search and rescue swimmers to pick up the man, who was 
treated for dehydration. 

He was found 16 miles away from his last known 
position, 15 miles from the Kuwaiti coast. He and the 
watercraft were transferred to a Kuwaiti Coast Guard vessel. 

"I could not be more impressed with the response of 
everybody aboard New York,” said Capt. Jon Kreitz, New 
York's commanding officer. "We would not have found the 
person without the lookouts doing what they do so well. The 
end result is, we probably saved his life." 

The New York, which left Norfolk in March, is on its 
maiden deployment. 
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5. Swift Arrives In Tanzania For Africa Partnership Station Visit 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 26 JUN 12) ... Ensign Joe Keiley, High-Speed Vessel Swift Public Affairs 

DAR ES SALAAM, Tanzania -- High-Speed Vessel 
Swift (HSV 2) arrived in Dar Es Salaam June 23 for a port 
visit supporting Africa Partnership Station (APS) East 2012. 

During the visit, embarked Sailors and Marines will 
facilitate port security training, martial arts and riot control, 
training and will participate in community service projects and 
host a reception on board. 

Swift arrived in Tanzania after spending two weeks 
supporting APS at two stops in Maputo and Nacala, 
Mozambique. This is not the ship's first visit to Tanzania, as 
Swift hosted Tanzanian President Jakaya Mrisho Kikwete and 
more than 130 sailors from Tanzania's navy in January 2010. 

"This marks our eleventh stop in Africa, I'm really proud 
of the deployment we were able to put together, we spent a lot 
of time helping to plan this out as early as last fall," said Lt. 
Cmdr. Charles Eaton, Swift's military detachment officer in 
charge. "Just a small amount of the crew was here last time, 

but for everyone involved in the training and community 
events, it's what this ship really excels at and we're proud to 
show off what's special about this ship." 

Swift will also offload humanitarian aid supplies that 
were donated through Project Handclasp. Project Handclasp is 
a U.S. Navy program that accepts and transports educational, 
humanitarian and goodwill materials donated by the private 
sector in a space-available basis aboard navy ships for 
distribution to foreign nations. The items to be offloaded 
include wheelchairs and other medical supplies as well as 
books. 

APS is an international security cooperation initiative, 
facilitated by Commander, U.S. Naval Forces Europe-Africa, 
aimed at strengthening global maritime partnerships through 
training and collaborative activities in order to improve 
maritime safety and security in Africa. 
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6. Stennis Departs For Month Of Training 
(KITSAP (WA) SUN 26 JUN 12) 

BREMERTON — The USS John C. Stennis slipped out 
of town Monday for about a month of training. 

The aircraft carrier will conduct carrier proficiency 
qualifications with Marine Fighter Attack Training Squadron 

101 from Miramar, Calif., and the Navy's Strike Fighter 
Squadron 122 from Lemoore, Calif., said Stennis spokesman 
Lt. Cmdr. Zach Harrell. That will be followed by training with 
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the John C. Stennis Strike Group air wing (Carrier Air Wing 
9). 

The Stennis is expected to return to Bremerton by July 23. 
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7. Mechanical Issues Delay Homecoming For 75+ MSRON Sailors 
(WVEC ABC NORFOLK 26 JUN 12) 

NORFOLK -- Some anxious Navy families will have to 
wait a little longer to welcome home their loved ones. 

According to Maritime Expeditionary Security Squadron 
4's Facebook page, more than 75 Sailors due home Tuesday 
won't be home until Wednesday due to mechanical issues with 
the plane picking them up in Rota, Spain. 

The Sailors have been gone six months providing Anti-
Terrorism/Force Protection and point defense in the U.S. 
European Command, U.S. Africa Command, U.S. Central 

Command and U.S. Southern Command areas of 
responsibility. 

During their deployment, MSRON 4 executed 14 Aircraft 
Security Team Missions and nine Embark Security Team 
Missions in support of over 50 countries. 

MESG units support the fleet by providing immediate, 
flexible security on board ships and ashore, the Navy said of 
their mission. 

The Sailors will fly in to Naval Station Norfolk's Air 
Mobility Command terminal. 

Return to Index 
 
 

GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
8. Backed By NATO, Turkey Steps Up Warning To Syria 
(NEW YORK TIMES 27 JUN 12) ... Eric Schmitt and Sebnem Arsu 

WASHINGTON — Buoyed by support from its NATO 
allies, Turkey escalated its warnings against Syria on Tuesday, 
even as some American and allied officials privately raised 
questions about whether the Turkish warplane shot down by 
Syrian air defenses — provoking the denunciation — had been 
on a spy mission. 

In response to the downing, Prime Minister Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan of Turkey warned Syrian forces to stay clear of their 
troubled border or face a military response to any perceived 
threat. Mr. Erdogan’s bellicose tone came as ambassadors 
from the Atlantic alliance, seeking to avoid a wider conflict, 
held emergency talks in Brussels at Turkey’s behest. 

After the meeting, the NATO secretary general, Anders 
Fogh Rasmussen, said the alliance considered Syria’s actions 
in shooting down the Turkish warplane to be “unacceptable.” 

While the American and allied officials emphasized that 
some intelligence reports flowing in since the downing last 
Friday were murky and often conflicting, they said a 
preliminary analysis of the available data suggested that there 
may have been more to the aircraft’s mission than just a 
routine training exercise to test Turkey’s air defenses. 

They pointed to several unanswered questions about the 
episode, including why, given the tensions between the two 
countries, Turkey was flying an unarmed reconnaissance plane 
so close to the Syrian border, where the aircraft was struck, 
and whether it had received any warnings to leave Syrian 
airspace. 

Syria maintains that the plane was brought down by 
antiaircraft fire well within its airspace. But Turkey says the 
plane was attacked over international waters after straying 
briefly into Syrian space. 

American military and NATO officials said they were 
examining these claims as well as radar tracks and other 
classified information to better understand what had happened. 

But the officials said they were loath to publicly challenge 
an ally’s version of the downing, which the White House and 
the State Department have condemned as unjustified and have 
cited as an example of the recklessness of the security forces 
loyal to President Bashar al-Assad of Syria. 

“On a political level, NATO is taking the Turks at their 
word,” said a senior United States official who has reviewed 
classified reports of the episode. 

One senior NATO diplomat said that even if the Turks 
were spying on Syria’s military readiness, it should not alter 
the international reaction. “When this happens between 
neighboring countries, you give a warning and then send up 
interceptors,” said the official, who was not authorized to 
speak on the record. “You don’t just shoot down the plane.” 

Turkey’s deputy prime minister, Bulent Arinc, 
acknowledged on Monday that the aircraft — a two-seat RF-
4E Phantom, an unarmed reconnaissance version of the F-4 
fighter jet — was equipped for surveillance. But he strongly 
denied it was doing reconnaissance on this particular mission. 
The RF-4E has the ability to gather high-resolution imagery 
about 60 miles from the target, aviation experts said. 

“If it had had a reconnaissance mission as claimed, our 
plane should have been accompanied by other warplanes for 
security purposes and the maneuvers required as part of such a 
mission could have been clearly seen on the radar screens,” 
Mr. Arinc said on Monday, as quoted by the semiofficial 
Anatolian News Agency. 

That assertion, however, did not dispel doubts among 
officials here, in allied capitals and even in the blogosphere, 
that the training exercise also included some reconnaissance. 

“Was the RF-4E shot down off Syria flying a mission to 
probe the Damascus air defense system similar to those flown 
(quite regularly) in the Aegean Sea to probe Greece’s air 
defenses?” the Aviationist, a blog that follows military and 
civilian aviation, asked on Tuesday. The two countries have 
given sharply differing accounts of the downing. 

The Turkish foreign minister, Ahmet Davutoglu, has told 
state-owned TRT television that the aircraft was struck by 
antiaircraft fire outside Syrian airspace. “Our plane was hit in 
international airspace,” he said, “13 nautical miles out of 
Syria, when Syrian territorial space is 12 miles.” 

But the Syrian Foreign Ministry said on Monday that the 
plane was brought down by an antiaircraft weapon with a 
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range of less than two miles. The two crewmen are still 
missing. 

The nature of the weapons system that brought down the 
plane has also not been clearly established. 

On Monday, Jihad Makdissi, the Syrian Foreign Ministry 
spokesman, claimed that the wreckage of the downed Turkish 
jet “shows holes in the tail end of the plane which confirm that 
it was shot down by a ground-based machine gun, not 
missiles.” 

“Had the aircraft been over territorial waters, we would 
have used missiles, not a land-based antiaircraft machine gun 
with a maximum range of 2.5 kilometers,” he said. “All of this 
confirms the falsity of the allegations that the aircraft was shot 
down outside Syrian territorial waters.” 

The source of the spokesman’s version was not 
immediately clear. It contradicted accounts offered by Turkey, 

which has said the wreckage of the plane is in deep water far 
offshore and has yet to be recovered. On Monday, Turkey 
accused Syria of firing on a reconnaissance plane that was 
searching for the wreckage. 

In an unusually detailed account on the SANA Web site, 
Mr. Makdissi said that coastal antiaircraft artillery stationed on 
Syrian beaches opened fire on the Turkish jet as it flew toward 
the Syrian coast at a speed of some 500 miles an hour. 

The airplane was flying very low over the Mediterranean 
Sea, Mr. Makdissi said, and dipped below the reach of radar, 
“only to appear suddenly at an altitude of 100 meters, one to 
two kilometers from the beach and Syrian land, and became 
suddenly visible to the naked eye.” 

After it was hit, the plane veered to the left and crashed, 
he said. 
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9. Downing Of Turkish Jet Reveals Strength Of Syria’s Air Defenses 
Sophistication of Assad’s military is deterrent to foreign intervention 
(WASHINGTON POST 27 JUN 12) ... Greg Jaffe 

The Syrian government’s downing of a Turkish fighter jet 
has served as a stark warning that its military is capable of 
mounting a sophisticated defense against potential enemies, 
complicating a Libya-style intervention. 

Turkey has said that it has no immediate plans to respond 
to the incident with military action. But the Turkish prime 
minister warned Tuesday that he had ordered commanders 
along the country’s southern border to treat any Syrian 
military approach as a threat, escalating concerns that Turkey 
— along with the United States and its allies — could be 
drawn into a regional war. 

Details of the plane incident along the Syrian coast are 
still emerging, but officials said Syria beefed up its air 
defenses with purchases from Russia after Israeli fighter jets 
destroyed a nuclear reactor under construction in the Syrian 
desert nearly five years ago. At least on paper, U.S. military 
officials said, the Syrian air defenses appear to be far more 
robust than those encountered by NATO in Libya and stronger 
than even Iran. 

“I can name you worse [systems], but they are in places 
like China,” said an Air Force official, who spoke on the 
condition of anonymity because he was not authorized to 
discuss the matter publicly. 

Concerns about the capability of the Syrian military are 
only one reason that the international community has refused 
to intervene in President Bashar al-Assad’s bloody crackdown 
on opposition groups. 

But defense officials and military analysts say defeating 
Syria’s air defenses would require a sustained U.S. military 
effort, which would probably lead to civilian casualties. 

Those urging caution warn that any military action risks 
plunging Western forces into the middle of what is essentially 
a sectarian civil war that could spread throughout the region. 

At a time when the U.S. military is still fighting in 
Afghanistan and recovering from the long, bloody occupation 
of Iraq, there is also resistance inside the Pentagon to using 
force in instances in which U.S. national interests are not 
directly threatened. 

“We can deal with the Syrian integrated air defenses,” 
said retired Lt. Gen. David Deptula, who oversaw Air Force 

intelligence efforts in the Pentagon. “It is much, much more 
challenging than Libya. They have some of the most recent 
surface-to-air missiles out there. But before we address the 
how, we need to address the why.” 

In the wake of the 2007 raid by Israel on the al-Kibar 
nuclear reactor, Syria spent billions of dollars to upgrade its 
1960s- and 1970s-era missile defenses. Among those 
purchases was the SA-22 Pantsir armored rocket system, 
which some defense officials speculated may have been used 
against the Turkish jet. 

“The [Israeli] strike prompted the Syrians to purchase 
some very capable Russian systems,” said Douglas Barrie, a 
senior fellow specializing in aerospace at the Institute for 
International Strategic Studies in London. 

Many defense analysts said the Syrian system is similar to 
Iran’s air defenses in terms of technology, but they suggested 
that the Syrian version is more effective because it is 
concentrated in a smaller area. 

“The Iranians have a huge geographic area to cover, 
which creates gaps that you can fly through and around,” said 
Jeffrey White, a fellow at the Washington Institute for Near 
East Policy and a former Defense Intelligence Agency analyst. 
“The Syrian system is much more dense.” 

The Syrian air defenses are also more tightly integrated 
than the Iraqi or the Libyan systems, allowing Syrian military 
officers at disparate sites to share targeting information 
gleaned from radar. 

Even a relatively sophisticated air defense system has 
potential weaknesses, however. Although the Syrian system 
looks good on paper, it’s not clear that the Syrians have the 
trained personnel who can operate it effectively, analysts said. 
U.S. officials said they are also unsure whether the Syrians 
can maintain and repair the system. 

The U.S. and NATO forces would also employ jammers 
and other sophisticated technology to disrupt Syrian radar and 
communications systems that were not in use by the Turkish 
aircraft. 

Turkish officials said their jet mistakenly entered Syrian 
airspace near the port of Latakia but quickly left after being 
warned by a Turkish radar operator of the error. The Turks 
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said they lost radio contact with the jet about 13 miles from 
the Syrian coast. 

The aircraft, which carried photo surveillance equipment, 
could have been watching the Syrian port for arms shipments. 

U.S. officials said it is still unclear exactly what the 
Turkish jet was doing and where it was relative to Syrian 
territory when it was downed. “There are a lot of unknowns,” 
a senior U.S. military official said. 

In the wake of the attack, Prime Minister Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan vowed to take military action against any “element 

that approaches the Turkish border from Syria in a way that 
may pose a risk or danger.” 

Syria’s most sophisticated air defense systems are 
concentrated along its southwestern border to guard against an 
Israeli incursion. An international effort to create a no-fly zone 
for rebels and refugees along the Turkish border would not 
necessarily have to contend with the most sophisticated Syrian 
systems. 
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10. Military To Strengthen Ties With U.S. 
Beijing calls for proper resolution of U.S. surveillance flights issue 
(CHINA DAILY 27 JUN 12) ... Zhao Shengnan and Cheng Guangjin 

Top Chinese military officials on Tuesday pledged to 
strengthen communication and cooperation with the United 
States, but also called for proper resolution of the issue of U.S. 
surveillance flights near China. 

Defense Minister Liang Guanglie and Deputy Chief of the 
General Staff Ma Xiaotian of the Chinese People’s Liberation 
Army made the remarks during meetings with visiting 
Commander of U.S. Pacific Command Samuel Locklear. 

This visit comes one day before the largest-ever Rim of 
the Pacific naval exercises, scheduled from Wednesday to Aug 
7 in Hawaii. It involves 22 nations, including the U.S., India 
and Australia, but not China, which was not invited to 
participate or observe. 

China-U.S. military ties have great potential as overall 
bilateral relations have been developed in a stable manner, 
Liang said, adding that establishing new, equal and mutually 
beneficial military relations is the inevitable need of both 
militaries and the common expectation from the international 
community. 

China would like to boost military exchanges with the 
U.S. and deepen cooperation in the fields of non-traditional 
security, said Ma. “This is in the best interest of both peoples, 
as well as the region and the whole world.” 

The two Chinese officers expressed concerns over the 
U.S. strategic shift to the Asia-Pacific region and its frequent 
military surveillance close to China’s coast. They urged the 
U.S. to resolve related issues as soon as possible. 

As a Pacific country, the U.S. hopes to improve 
cooperation with all Asia-Pacific countries, including China, 
said Locklear, and he called for more dialogue and less 
misunderstanding. 

Despite differences over some issues, China and the U.S. 
share common interests in many fields, and the two militaries 
should enhance exchanges and cooperation to safeguard such 
interests and build a safe international environment, he said. 

Closer ties between the U.S. and its Asian allies are 
widely interpreted as a measure to contain China. Shortly after 

concluding the U.S. joint drill with Japan and the Republic of 
Korea, Washington is scheduled to kick off the largest-ever 
Rim of the Pacific naval exercises with 21 other countries on 
Wednesday. 

Russia, India, Mexico, the Philippines, New Zealand, 
Norway and Tonga are participating in the exercises for the 
first time, according to the Stars and Stripes, a Washington-
based newspaper. 

It is notable that China was not invited to participate or 
observe the exercises that involve most of the Asia-Pacific 
countries, analysts said. 

“We had 14 countries participate in 2010. We’ve got 22 
this year, so I think that’s an indication of the interest that 
countries have in participating in it and the value they see in 
this kind of unique training opportunity,” Charlie Brown, a 
spokesman for the U.S. Navy’s 3rd Fleet, was quoted as 
saying. 

In 2006, the former head of U.S. Pacific Command 
William Fallon invited the PLA to observe the exercise 
“Valiant Shield”, said the newspaper. 

Professor Li Daguang with the University of National 
Defense said the exercise echoes the recent statement from 
U.S. Defense Secretary Leon Panetta that U.S. naval power in 
the Pacific will increase and the U.S. will enhance ties with its 
allies in the region. 

The U.S. carries on bilateral cooperation with China while 
at the same time continues building a strategic circle to 
contain China, Li told Beijingbased China News Service. 

“I think everyone recognizes that (the maritime security 
environment) is where either we learn to live and work 
together, because we do have considerable shared interests, or 
this is where we get in each other’s way and potentially start 
to stare each other down,” Brad Glosserman, executive 
director of the Pacific Forum Center for Strategic and 
International Studies in Honolulu, told the Stars and Stripes. 
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11. Navy 'Willing And Able' To Return To Panatag 
(PHILIPPINE STAR 27 JUN 12) ... Alexis Romero, Aurea Calica and Pia Lee-Brago 

MANILA, Philippines - The Philippine Navy is waiting 
for President Benigno Simeon Aquino III to order them to go 
back to the Panatag Shoal (Scarborough Shoal) following 
confirmation that Chinese vessels have yet to pull out from the 
disputed territory despite an agreement to do so. 

"The Navy is willing and able to undertake whatever 
instructions given to us," Navy chief Vice Admiral Alexander 
Pama said in a television interview. 

However, Pama said the Palace has yet to give the 
Philippine Navy its go-signal to return to the shoal. He also 
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said the government is opting to send non-military ships to the 
shoal, which is called Bajo de Masinloc by Zambales 
residents. 

The tension between the Philippines and China began in 
April when a Philippine Navy ship boarded eight Chinese 
vessels, which were allegedly caught poaching giant clams, 
baby sharks and coral reefs. 

However, a large Chinese vessel blocked the arrest and 
detention of the Chinese fishermen. 

On June 15, President Aquino ordered two ships from the 
Philippine Coast Guard and the Bureau of Fisheries and 
Aquatic Resources to pull out from the shoal due to bad 
weather. 

The Department of Foreign Affairs (DFA) had said that 
the Philippines and China had an agreement to pull out ships 
from the lagoon of Panatag Shoal. It clarified that both 
countries can deploy ships outside the lagoon. 

On Monday, DFA Secretary Albert del Rosario 
announced that Chinese boats have been pulled out from the 
lagoon. 

Pama, however, reported on Tuesday that six fishing 
boats and 17 dinghies were spotted by the Philippine Navy 
inside the lagoon during an aerial inspection on Monday. He 
added that three Chinese maritime surveillance ships and two 
Chinese fishery and law enforcement command (FLEC) ships 
were outside the lagoon. 

Pama clarified that Del Rosario could have been quoting a 
previous report. 

President Aquino had said that he may order the return of 
Philippine ships to the shoal if the Chinese will continue its 
presence in the lagoon. 

Philippine Navy Says 28 Chinese Vessels Still in 
Scarborough Reef 

A total of 28 Chinese ships and boats are still in Panatag 
(Scarborough) Shoal [Reef], 23 of them inside the lagoon of 
the disputed area, according to the latest aerial surveillance by 
the Philippine Navy. 

The Navy's aerial surveillance revealed that six fishing 
vessels and 17 dinghies or small boats are inside the lagoon, 
contrary to an earlier claim by the Department of Foreign 
Affairs (DFA) that China had pulled all its vessels from the 
area. 

Navy chief Vice Adm. Alexander Pama said the 
remaining vessels - three Chinese maritime surveillance 
vessels (CMS) and two fishery and law enforcement command 
(FLEC) ships - are outside the lagoon. 

The aerial surveillance was conducted by a Navy islander 
plane last Monday, the same day the DFA announced that 
China had pulled out its vessels from the lagoon. 

Pama, however, said the DFA's statement might have 
been based on previous reports. 

He said China is merely rotating its vessels in the area, 
which is well within the Philippines' exclusive economic zone. 

There are also indications that Chinese boats are 
conducting fishing activities despite the fishing ban separately 
declared by China and the Philippines last month. 

"Apparently that's (fishing) what they are doing in that 
area," Pama said when asked if China is violating its own 
fishing ban. 

He said no Philippine fishing boats were spotted in the 
area due to the fishing ban imposed by the Philippine 
government. 

Despite the continued presence of Chinese vessels in the 
shoal, it remains unclear whether the Philippines would send 
its ships back. 

"There are no instructions yet (to send back ships to the 
shoal). But in fairness, the weather is bad. The waves are 
huge. Our ships may not be able to handle it," Defense 
Secretary Voltaire Gazmin said. 

Malacañang refused to comment on whether Chinese 
vessels were indeed "crowding" Panatag that could lead to 
accidents in the shoal. 

Presidential spokesman Edwin Lacierda said they have to 
verify the reports of overcrowding of Chinese vessels in the 
area. 

"That's something that we'll have to verify with MARINA 
(Maritime Industry Authority), with the Philippine Navy. We 
don't have the data on that. if it's really crowding the waters. 
But certainly we have a number of imports and exports going 
on so we use seafaring - the boats and the ships - for our 
exports and imports. But as to the term 'crowding the waters' 
that's something that I will have to verify first," Lacierda said. 

On June 15, President Aquino directed two Philippine 
ships to pull out of Panatag Shoal due to bad weather. Ordered 
to return to port were a Coast Guard ship and a Bureau of 
Fisheries and Aquatic Resources vessel, which have 
symbolized the country's claim over the area. 

Foreign Secretary Albert del Rosario said they would 
evaluate whether the ships would be sent back to the shoal 
once the weather improves. 

The DFA had also claimed China would also pull out its 
ships but this was later denied by Beijing. 

Beijing's denial dashed hopes that the standoff, which 
triggered fresh tensions in the West Philippine Sea, was 
nearing its end. 

Last week, Aquino said the government is ready to send 
ships back to the shoal if Chinese vessels remain in the area. 

But Malacañang has yet to order the return of Philippine 
ships despite the latest surveillance report by the Navy. 

Gazmin supported the redeployment of Philippine vessels 
to the shoal, saying China could take advantage of their 
absence to boost its claim. 

Last Monday, the DFA said China had pulled out all its 
boats from the shoal's lagoon following an agreement with the 
Philippines that sought to ease tensions. 

Del Rosario said China and the Philippines had reached a 
verbal agreement to pull out from the lagoon but not the wider 
vicinity of the shoal. 

He said all Chinese boats had left the lagoon as of 
Saturday. 

"It has been confirmed by the Philippine Navy (PN) that, 
as of two days ago, there were no more ships inside the 
lagoon. The Chinese fishing boats have obviously returned," 
the DFA said in a statement yesterday. 

Foreign Affairs spokesman Raul Hernandez said the DFA 
has made its recommendation to President Aquino after the 
Chinese vessels returned. 

"The DFA has made its recommendation and let's wait for 
the decision of higher authorities," he added. 
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On the other hand, Gazmin, when asked whether he 
believes China lied to the Philippines about the vessels inside 
the lagoon, replied: "We don't want to react on that but what 
we are giving you are the factual operational reports." 

Panatag Shoal is located 124 nautical miles from the 
nearest base point in Zambales. It is within the Philippines' 
200-nautical mile exclusive economic zone as provided by the 
United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) 
to which China is a signatory. 

A standoff ensued on April 10 after Chinese maritime 
surveillance ships stopped the Philippine Navy from arresting 
Chinese fishermen who had engaged in illegal fishing and 
harvesting of endangered marine species in the area. 

The Philippines has protested the Chinese vessels' action 
but China has insisted that it has sovereignty over the area. 

Both countries support peaceful means to resolve the 
dispute despite reports of bullying by Chinese ships of Filipino 
vessels and fishermen. 
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12. Sri Lanka Navy Again Accused Of Attacking Tamil Nadu Fishermen 
(COLOMBO NEWS (SRI LANKA) 26 JUN 12) 

RAMESWARAM -- Indian fishermen from Rameswaram 
in Tamil Nadu state of India have again accused the Sri Lanka 
Navy of attacking them when they fishing at mid-sea off 
Rameswaram in Tamil Nadu. 

According to a report in Indian media Indian Fisheries 
Department officials have alleged that three Sri Lankan naval 
boats surrounded the fishermen while they were fishing in 
mid-sea on Monday night and beat them up, injuring 30 of 
them. 

The Sri Lankan naval personnel have allegedly thrown 
stones at their boats damaging them and taken their catch 
away. 

Fisheries Department officials citing the fishermen have 
said that Sri Lankan naval personnel snapped off the nets of 20 
boats and thrown into the sea. 

Officials and fishermen association president Sesuraja 
Emerit has alleged that the Lankan Navy has violated all 
human rights laws when they attacked the boats. 

Large scale illegal poaching by Indian fishermen mainly 
from Tamil Nadu with trawlers in Sri Lanka's waters has 
become a serious threat to the livelihoods of Sri Lankan 
fishermen. 

Sri Lanka Navy says it conducts routine patrols and 
apprehends poachers detected illegally fishing in Sri Lankan 
Waters in order to protect the country's fisheries resources. 
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13. Navy Arrests Belgian Ship For Illegal Bunkering 
(LAGOS BUSINESS DAY (NIGERIA) 26 JUN 12) 

The Nigerian Navy has confirmed the arrest of a Belgian 
ship, MT St Vanessa and her crew for alleged involvement in 
illegal oil bunkering in Bayelsa. 

The navy said the ship was arrested off the Brass/Akassa 
coast in Brass Local Government Area of Bayelsa. 

Parading the crew members before newsmen in Yenagoa 
on Monday, the Flag Officer, Central Naval Command, Rear 
Admiral Johnson Olutoyin, said the vessel had 15 crew 
members onboard. 

Olutoyin said the crew comprising six Romanians and 
nine Philippines, was intercepted on Tuesday by men of NNS 
Zaria stationed at Brass. 

He said between June 5 and June 18, the command's 
Regional Maritime Domain Awareness Centres (RMAC) at 
the coastline, spotted the vessel loitering aimlessly off the 
Akassa/Brass area, notorious for illegal bunkering and crude 
oil theft. 

He said the MT St Vanessa, was reported to have 
departed Lome Port on June 

5 and arrived at Akassa area on June 6 without any 
authority from Nigerian Ports Authority, NIMASA or the 
Nigerian Navy, to enable it to operate on the Nigerian 
territorial waters. 

Olutoyin said that "for about 10 days, the vessel kept 
moving between a location of 100 nautical miles off 
Brass/Akassa to another location about 10 nautical miles off 
Braas/Akassa. 

"The vessel moves towards Brass/Akassa in the night and 
moves back into the deep ocean in the hours of the day as 
indicated on the RMAC print out attached. 

“Consequent upon these observations, the vessel was 
deemed “as a vessel of interest” and a naval ship, NNS Zaria, 
was dispatched to intercept and arrest her. 

"On Tuesday, June 19, 2012, at about 1520, NNS ZARIA 
intercepted the vessel and interrogated her. As the vessel could 
not give any reason for her suspicious movement in our 
waters, the naval ship intimated her she was under arrest. 

"MT St Vanessa blatantly refused the arrest and instead 
decided to speed off. NNS ZARIA commenced a hot pursuit 
and after about three hours, was eventually able to effect the 
arrest of the vessel. 

“The vessel was subsequently made to anchor off Brass 
from where she was escorted by NNS Thunder to Bonny 
anchorage for further investigation." 

Olutoyin said preliminary investigation confirmed that 
MT St Vanessa was directed by her owners to roam about the 
waters off Akassa without clear details of the specific task to 
perform therein, an indication the vessel was preparing to 
engage in illegal activities. 

He said that in line with the Federal Government 
directives for all illegal activities, especially crude oil theft, to 
be stamped out of the nation's waters, the Nigerian Navy 
would continue to maintain zero tolerance to all such activities 
in the maritime domain. 

Olutoyin advised vessels without proper clearance and 
documentation for their operations or activities in the Nigerian 
territorial waters to stay away or risk being impounded and 
handed over to the appropriate agencies for prosecution. 

He urged foreigners not to allow themselves to be lured 
into crude oil theft business in their own interest and reassured 
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those willing to engage in legitimate businesses of their 
security. 

This is the first major breakthrough the Central Naval 
Command has recorded since its establishment in the Bayelsa 
early in the year. 
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14. Navy Ship To Return Home From Antarctica 
(PORTSMOUTH NEWS (UK) 26 JUN 12) 

ICE patrol ship HMS Protector will return home from her 
maiden deployment to the Antarctic tomorrow. 

The Royal Navy ice-breaker will pass the Round Tower 
in Old Portsmouth at approximately 10.10am. 

Protector has spent seven months surveying and patrolling 
the Antarctic Peninsula. 

It was her first deployment since joining the fleet as a 
£26m replacement for HMS Endurance last year. 

The ship departed Portsmouth last November and 
conducted studies for the UK Hydrographic Office, which 
provides 80 per cent of the world’s nautical charts. 

She also resupplied British Antarctic Survey stations. 
In February, 23 sailors from the ship tackled a ferocious 

fire which raged through a Brazilian research base on King 
George Island, killing two of the base’s personnel. 

A few weeks later, Protector punched through the ice in a 
dramatic race against time to pick up a stranded team of 
British scientists. 
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15. £38bn Defence Black Hole Was 'Myth' 
(U.K. PRESS ASSOCIATION 26 JUN 12) 

Labour has accused the Government of inventing a £38 
billion black hole in the defence budget to justify sweeping 
cuts to the military. 

Shadow defence minister Kevan Jones claimed the 
coalition used the financial "myth" as a reason for 
redundancies across the armed forces. He said: "It's gone into 
folklore but there is no evidence this Government has 
produced to justify it." 

He believed the claim £38 billion of unfunded defence 
spending was planned when Labour was in power was a 
"completely erroneous myth that has been built up by this 
Government,” adding it was "a fictional figure.” 

Mr Jones added: "Ministers will have to offer this House 
the information it needs to take this claim seriously." 

His comments came during a Labour-led Commons 
debate on defence reform and as ministers prepare to 
announce which historic battalions or regiments face the axe 
in the latest round of defence cuts. 

Under the Strategic Defence and Security Review (SDSR) 
of October 2010, the Royal Navy and the RAF have to cut 
5,000 jobs each by 2015, the Army 7,000 and the Ministry of 
Defence 25,000 civilian staff. 

"It's becoming clear to many that the Secretary of State 
has balanced the budget on the backs of our brave servicemen 
and women," said Mr Jones. "The SDSR has unravelled 
quickly, displaying the short-term, ad hoc and rushed decision 
making which, unfortunately, is becoming characteristic of 
many areas of policy in this Government. The decisions taken 
have left Britain with serious gaps in defence capability." 

But he attacked the Government's much-repeated 
allegation that a £38 billion black hole existed in the Ministry 
of Defence (MoD) budget - a black hole Defence Secretary 
Philip Hammond recently said he had eliminated. "Last month 
the Secretary of State told the House he had brought the MoD 
budget back into balance. Every announcement or decision 
made by this Government is based on this claim," Mr Jones 
said. 

"However, unless we get hard evidence soon it will 
remain impossible for us to believe these claims. Ministers 
must be honest with our armed forces' men and women who 
deserve the full picture of the MoD budget so they can 
understand why they are having to undertake the pain they are 
under this coalition Government." 

Tory MPs asked Mr Jones how much he believed the 
black hole was worth, but he repeatedly refused to answer. 
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PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
16. Five Things Every Sailor Should Know About the Revised Navy Alcohol Policy 
(NAVY TIMES 02 JUL 12) ... Mark D. Faram 

The Navy has had a turbulent relationship with alcohol 
throughout its 236-year history. The service abolished the grog 
ration in 1862, but that never diminished a sailor’s desire for a 
drink after a long day’s work. 

The Navy’s rules on alcohol continue to evolve, and the 
latest changes are reflected in OPNAV Instruction 1700.16A, 
“Alcoholic Beverage Control,” dated June 7. The minor policy 
changes are intended to bring the instruction in line with the 
Navy’s existing alcohol and drug abuse instruction, which set 
new standards in 2009. 

What you need to know: 
Drinking Age 
The Navy changed the drinking age on base to 21 in 2009 

when it updated its alcohol and drug abuse instruction. On 
June 7, the Navy updated its Alcoholic Beverage Control 
instruction to say the same thing. This applies to all bases in 
the U.S. and in countries where there is no local law setting a 
drinking age. If the host country has a lower drinking age, 
sailors at that age can drink. 
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What Qualifies As Alcohol? 
The Navy defines “alcoholic beverage” as wines, distilled 

spirits and malt beverages such as beer. If the drink contains 
less than 0.5 percent alcohol by volume, it’s considered 
nonalcoholic. 

Where Can You Drink On Base? 
If you are in your own quarters and of legal age, you can 

drink. That includes Navy Gateway Inns and Suites as well as 
Navy Lodges. On training bases, drinking in bachelor enlisted 
quarters must be authorized by the chief of naval personnel. 

Sale or consumption of alcohol elsewhere on base is 
generally restricted to messes, clubs and golf course club 
houses, but base commanders can also authorize it at morale, 
welfare and recreation events. Beer can also be consumed at 
Navy exchanges and snack bars as well as bowling alleys. 

Can You Drink On Ship? It Depends. 
Generally the answer is no, but there are exceptions: 

Sherry, wine, and beer can be transported and served on naval 
vessels or admiral’s barges as part of diplomatic and 

community relations, with consumption “limited to the 
wardroom, flag mess, or other area designated by the CO or 
embarked flag officer.” At sea, beer can be served after 45 
consecutive days underway without a port visit. The rules say 
it must come as part of a one-day stand-down in conjunction 
with flight deck or fantail cookouts as long as nonalcoholic 
drinks are available. Each sailor is limited to two 12-ounce 
cans or bottles. 

Why Is This Important? 
Even though the Navy’s new rules on alcohol 

consumption haven’t changed much, sailors should take note 
as the service is cracking down on bad behavior while under 
the influence. This year, the Navy is rolling out fleet wide use 
of Breathalyzers onboard ships and commands, hoping to 
reduce the numbers of alcohol-related incidents. Testing will 
be mandatory for duty sections reporting to work and random 
for others. Officials say it’s not a punitive measure, but they 
will use the tests to spot trends in individuals and provide 
treatment to those with problems. 
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17. Hearing Focuses On Challenges Active Troops And Veterans Face 
(WASHINGTON POST 26 JUN 12) ... Colton Totland 

The financial challenges of active military and veterans 
took center stage Tuesday during a congressional hearing on 
efforts to improve consumer protection for the military 
community. 

In front of a capacity audience, senators on the Committee 
on Banking, Housing and Urban Affairs spoke with officials 
about the struggles service members face, particularly with 
home mortgage payments and apartment leases. 

“It is important to remember that military consumers 
differ from other consumers,” said Sen. Tim Johnson, South 
Dakota Democrat and the committee’s chairman. “The 
military lifestyle requires frequent relocations, forcing spouses 
to find new employment and families to sell their homes. 

“[Service members] must be certain that family members 
have appropriate access to family finances in order to handle 
financial needs in their absence.” 

Holly Petraeus, the assistant director of the Consumer 
Financial Protection Bureau, said housing remains a problem 
for service members across the country, noting that the 
housing crisis affected many of the states with the most 
military bases. 

Even so, Mrs. Petraeus highlighted a decision made last 
week by the Federal Housing Finance Authority which will 
offer some solace to military families with an “underwater” 
home - property with a mortgage higher than its current value. 
The decision allows any active-duty service member being 
permanently restationed to escape payments on the property. 
The property is put up for a short sale, and the family is not 
held liable for additional mortgage costs. 

“In recent years, a number of service members have seen 
no viable alternative but to leave their family in their 
‘underwater’ house and go alone to their new duty station, 
which may mean a separation of three years or more,” said 
Mrs. Petraeus, the wife of retired Gen. David H. Petraeus, who 
commanded U.S. forces in Iraq and Afghanistan and is now 
director of the CIA. 

“I am hopeful this new guidance will change that.” 
The hearing also addressed ongoing violations of the 

Servicemembers Civil Relief Act (SCRA), a law last amended 
in 2003 that guards active military from the stress of financial 
burdens. Sen. Jack Reed, Rhode Island Democrat and a panel 
member, proposed a series of amendments last month to close 
loopholes in the act and improve its enforcement. 

One of Mr. Reed’s amendments would prohibit 
landowners from charging military members a fee for 
breaking an apartment lease in order to live on a base. SCRA 
currently protects members of military who are being 
deployed from lease penalties, but not those on waiting lists 
for on-base housing. 

Another proposal would grant the spouse of a deceased 
service member nine months of foreclosure protection 
following the death of their partner. Currently, the law gives 
service members and their families nine months of foreclosure 
protection after a return from an overseas deployment. 

Mr. Reed’s bill is currently before the Senate Committee 
on Veterans’ Affairs. 
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18. Military Nears $1B In Jobless Benefits 
(USA TODAY 27 JUN 12) ... Gregg Zoroya 

The cost of unemployment compensation for troops 
leaving the military without jobs approached a billion dollars 
last year, though the rate of increase slowed to just 2% over 
2010, figures from the Department of Labor show. 

A key factor behind the trend easing was that the Army, 
the largest of the services, saw the benefits it pays out decline 
slightly from 2010 to 2011. 
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The military spent $944 million last year in 
unemployment benefits — the largest amount since the 
recession of 2008. 

Federal law since 1991 has provided unemployment 
compensation for servicemembers if they leave active duty 
with an honorable discharge and are without a job. 

Seventeen percent of former active-duty servicemembers 
or deactivated National Guard and reservists were out of work 
in the last three months of 2011. The unemployment rate was 
13% in May. 

But the average weekly number of former full-time 
military members receiving checks keeps climbing from 
between 20,000 to 25,000 in 2008 to about 40,000 through 
June of this year, according to the Department of Labor. 

The Army reported a 4% decline in unemployment money 
paid out last year. 

The pattern of Army payouts has "pretty much flattened 
out," says Walter Herd, director of the program for 
transitioning soldiers out of the military. 

Hikes in benefits to former sailors, airmen and Marines in 
2011 drove the overall cost last year to a record level. 

Several factors are behind the Army's success, Herd says. 
Fewer numbers of National Guard and Reserve troops are 
being sent into combat, with U.S. combat involvement in Iraq 
over and the Afghanistan War winding down, so fewer face 
disruption in their civilian employment. 

The Army is also more aggressively screening 
unemployment compensation applicants to ensure eligibility, 
and has lengthened to 12 to 18 months the period in which it 
begins assisting outgoing soldiers in looking for work, Herd 
says. "The driving force behind this process is really to better 
prepare soldiers for the next stage in life," Herd says. 

Gay Gilbert, director the Labor Department's office of 
unemployment insurance, said the department is also working 
with the Army and four states — Georgia, Texas, North 
Carolina and Illinois — to better link former servicemembers 
who apply for unemployment benefits with government 
programs aimed at helping them find jobs. 
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19. VA May Help More Wounded Veterans Get Insurance 
(NAVY TIMES 26 JUN 12) ... Karen Jowers 

The Veterans Affairs Department is proposing a rule 
change that may make it easier for more disabled veterans to 
get life insurance. 

Currently, those leaving the military who want to convert 
their Servicemembers Group Life Insurance policy to a 
Veterans Group Life Insurance policy are given 120 days after 
separation to sign up for VGLI — no questions asked and 
nothing further required. 

But if they wait longer than 120 days, they can’t get a 
VGLI policy without providing proof, such as a physical 
exam, that they are healthy enough to be insured. That can be 
a high hurdle for service-disabled veterans, many of whom 
can’t get insured elsewhere if they’re shut out of VGLI. 

That could change soon. In Monday’s Federal Register, 
VA has proposed a rule change extending that 120-day 
window where vets can simply sign up, no proof of 
insurability required, to 240 days. 

The total eligibility time would not increase — veterans 
would still have 1 year and 120 days to apply for VGLI. The 
only thing that would be longer is the period when vets can 
sign up for VGLI and be automatically accepted. 

Joe Violante, national legislative director for Disabled 
American Veterans, described the proposal as a “great move 
on VA’s part.” 

“Transferring from military [life] back into civilian life is 
difficult enough, especially finding a job, a home and just the 
readjustment,” Violante said. “This will allow the veteran to 
re-establish him or herself before making the choice to convert 
their life insurance. Hopefully, VA will notify the veteran 
about the choice before the period to convert expires.” 

VA, which is responsible for the SGLI and VGLI 
programs, contends that in the initial 120 days after leaving 
active duty, many veterans haven’t had enough time to assess 
their life insurance needs. More time before determining 
insurability would give VA Insurance outreach services more 
opportunity to discuss coverage with these veterans. 

While VGLI may be more expensive than many other life 
insurance policies, it is especially helpful for veterans with 
service-connected disabilities who may have difficulty getting 
insurance elsewhere. For some of the most disabled veterans, 
other commercial coverage is not possible. 

Formal comments about this proposed rule can be 
submitted through July 25. 

Return to Index 
 

20. Nothing Else Feels Right After Combat Camera 
“Patriot Profiles” provide readers insight into the lives of our country’s heroes. 
(DEL MAR (CA) TIMES 25 JUN 12) ... Jeanne McKinney 

There’s no crew to light the scene, no quiet on the set, no 
director yelling cut while shooting this film. Night vision 
goggles might be the only light source, the noise nerve-
shattering and there’s no time for retakes. Embedded with 
ground troops and armed with a digital camera, is a Sailor 
clicking away and recording the ongoing fight for freedom. At 
the end of a long and often grueling assignment, she’s 
captured crucial information she must guard with her life. 

Mass Communications Specialist 1st Class Cassandra 
Thompson said, “The Navy has just as vibrant a Combat 
Camera division as other branches of the Armed Forces. 

People think they’re the ones on the ground doing all the ‘cool 
guy’ stuff and the Navy stays on a ship. I’ve been in the Navy 
10 years and on a ship two months.” 

Out on patrol, MC1 Thompson is frightened, but not by 
what’s going on around her. “My greatest concern is to do my 
job well because there’s a commander sitting in his office 
waiting on my footage to try and figure out what his next 
decision’s going to be.” She flashes a catchy smile, “Plus, I’ve 
got SEALS on my team.” 

She tells herself, “I have to get these photos because 
they’re going to be really upset if I come back empty-handed.” 



 17

She knows the success of current or future missions could 
depend on her imagery. COMCAM1 is recognized by the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff (JCS) as an essential battlefield 
information resource that supports strategic, operational and 
tactical mission objectives, according to the Fleet Combat 
Camera Group Pacific mission statement. 

Thompson came to America from Trinidad to go to 
college, earning a bachelor’s degree in journalism. She was 
halfway through grad school, studying mass communications 
at the University of Florida, when she joined the Navy. 
“Although I had a job at the Florida Park Service which I 
loved, I couldn’t see myself going very far in that position. I 
had all these dreams to travel the world and be a writer for 
Time magazine and all this other stuff.” 

The Navy sent her to Bahrain in 2005, where she did a 
stint at Naval Central Command (NAVCENT) 5th Fleet 
Public Affairs. Her job was news writing (her strength) about 
anything going on in the Middle East. 

“Public Affairs pride themselves on getting news to the 
world fast and accurately. We’re instructed to have the story 
out within an hour of the event breaking, even if it’s sensitive 
or tragic.” If all they know is there’s a fire on an oil platform, 
they have to report that while they continue to gather the facts. 

Thompson heard about Combat Camera in Bahrain and 
didn’t know anything about it when she joined. “I don’t 
believe any telephone conversation can adequately prepare 
you for what a Combat Camera assignment will entail.” She 
would soon find out. “When you go in the field, if you don’t 
know what your job is, someone will quickly educate you.” 

Nobody gets into Combat Camera without passing 
Search, Survival, Evasion, and Resistance (SERE) school. 
Thompson explains, “Military personnel learn how to survive 
under austere conditions, avoid capture and, if all else fails, 
return with honor from a POW situation. Sergeant Bowe 
Bergdahl, captured in 2009 by the Taliban in Afghanistan, is 
reportedly America’s last living POW. He’s a constant 
reminder that SERE training may have real-life application.” 

Before each deployment they complete a Basic 
Operations firearms training course. “It’s a lot of weapons,” 
says Thompson, who’d never touched small arms before. They 
must also know how to operate the camera equipment and put 

together a video or contact sheet. When out on patrol, you’re 
expected to bring back a minimum of five photos a day. 

“There’s going to be every branch of the military on the 
ground in one Forward Operating Base (FOB) with one 
mission spelled out in detail,” Thompson said. “Maybe in this 
area they need more reconnaissance or that area more 
community action, or intelligence over there because 
something’s going on and they want to expand their 
knowledge.” 

The imagery of a COMCAM professional not only serves 
the mission, but can offer unforgettable emotional impact. 
MC1 Thompson remembers when the Navy teamed up with 
Medical Civilian Action Program (MEDCAP) in the 
Philippines. 

“I had no idea cleft palate could be so prevalent. Little 
children were lined up out the door waiting to see the 
volunteer surgeons of ‘Operation Smile.’ In these rural areas, 
if you have that deformity you’ll be locked away and no one 
will ever see you. It’s really cool these kids get a second 
chance at life.” 

From heart-wrenching to heart-pounding, Cassandra can’t 
really predict what will end up in her viewfinder. A rare photo 
she snapped while documenting counter-piracy won her a 
“2010 Military Photographer of the Year” award. Somali 
pirates had taken over the seas and were holding ships hostage 
— and killing people. A group of nations came together as a 
combined task force to patrol the oceans. 

The original plan was to apprehend them and send them 
to a chosen African country to be held at trial, but money to 
feed, clothe and shelter all these pirates became everyone’s 
problem. “In the end,” reports Thompson, “we [left] them out 
in the middle of the ocean with just enough gas to get back to 
Somalia and we [blew] up the Mother ship that had the rest of 
the barrels of oil.” 

MC1 Thompson knows why people who leave Combat 
Camera fight tooth and nail to get back, because nothing else 
feels right after that. “I have no idea what other job I could do 
that would be as amazing as this one. I’m happy people will 
know what our part was in America’s history in the war and 
for being able to see the way world events took place.” 
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21. Top Sailor On San Diego Destroyer Ousted After DUI 
Gridley's command master chief charged in Tenn. 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 26 JUN 12) ... Jeanette Steele 

The top enlisted Sailor on the San Diego-based destroyer 
Gridley has been ousted from his job following a drunk-
driving charge, the Navy said Tuesday. 

Master Chief Petty Officer William R. Adams was 
relieved of his duties as command master chief on June 13 due 
to loss of confidence in his ability to fulfill the role, according 
to a statement from Naval Surface Forces at San Diego Naval 
Base. 

Adams was charged with driving under the influence of 
alcohol while in Tennessee for a professional conference. The 
incident happened on base at Naval Support Activity Mid-

South in Millington, Tenn, said Navy spokesman Lt. Rick 
Chernitzer. A request to contact Adams through Navy officials 
didn’t result in a response. 

Adams, who started out as a Navy hospital corpsman in 
1988, could face disciplinary action depending on the results 
of an investigation being conducted by his command. 

He was due to leave his post at the Gridley’s command 
master chief in July. His regularly scheduled replacement, 
Master Chief Michael Gonzales will take over his duties early. 

The Gridley is scheduled to deploy later this summer, the 
Navy said. 
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FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
22. U.S. Coast Guard Takes Algae Biofuel for a Spin 
(CLEAN TECHNICA 25 JUN 12) ... Tina Casey 

The Navy’s biofuel program has been getting a lot of 
attention lately, along with biofuel initiatives by the Army and 
Air Force, and now it’s time for the U.S. Coast Guard to take a 
turn in the spotlight. The Coast Guard cutter Henry Blake has 
just taken its maiden voyage on a 50-50 blend of biofuel and 
conventional diesel, and if the results are satisfying, that will 
pave the way for using the blend on more ships in the future. 

What Is A Cutter? 
Those of you with a background in U.S. history (or a 

finger on the Google) know that “cutter” originally referred to 
“a small, decked ship with one mast and bowsprit, with a gaff 
mainsail on a boom, a square yard and topsail, and two jibs or 
a jib and a staysail.” 

Nowadays the Coast Guard uses cutter to refer to any of 
its ships over 65 feet long. Aside from being relatively large, 
cutters are also the kind of ships that would give biofuel — or 
any new fuel — a good shakeout. Straight from the USCG 
FAQ page: “the cutters in the fleet have always been capable 
of handling a multitude of missions, sail in any weather, and 
persevere through any crisis the nation has had. Most have 
been long-lived as well.” 

Biofuel For The Henry Blake 
The Henry Blake is 175 feet long and has a crew of 28. It 

has a law enforcement function and it performs search-and-
rescue missions, as well as performing various maintenance 
and environmental duties in the Puget Sound and San Juan 
Island area, including routine maintenance for about 200 
navigation buoys. 

The Henry Blake will be cruising around for several 
months on the 50-50 blend while performance and efficiency 
data are compiled. 

Algae Biofuel For The U.S. Coast Guard 
Doug Esser reported on the new biofuel initiative for the 

Associated Press, and he has some interesting details to add. 

The Henry Blake is an important test bed for algae biofuel 
(yes, the blend contains algae biofuel) because of the herky-
jerky nature of its daily routine. It’s like a delivery truck, not a 
long distance hauler, so its engine undergoes a good deal of 
stress from revving up to get from one buoy to the next, with 
long periods of idle in between. 

In addition, the Henry Blake is the first ship that will run 
all of its systems on the biofuel blend. Aside from the engine, 
that includes emergency equipment and backup pumps. 

Great Green Fleet, Great White Fleet 
Though the Henry Blake won’t make it into the upcoming 

Rim of the Pacific (RIMPAC) international maritime exercise, 
the U.S. Navy will be able to use its performance data to 
expand the list of sea-tested biofuel ships and aircraft. 

The Navy is sending a Green Strike Group to RIMPAC, 
in preparation for the launch of the Great Green Fleet in 2016. 

As with the strike group, all ships and aircraft in the 
Green Fleet will run with the help of non-petroleum fuels (that 
includes nuclear power, btw), serving as a global showcase for 
the future of naval power as envisioned by the U.S.A. 

If the “Green Fleet” name rings a bell, that refers to 
President Theodore Roosevelt’s Great White Fleet, a flotilla of 
sixteen brand new battleships that went on a 43,000 mile 
cruise around the world from December 1907 to February 
1909. 

The Great White Fleet showed off America’s state-of-the-
art shipbuilding and technological prowess to the world, and 
likewise the Great Green Fleet is intended to demonstrate this 
country’s leadership in new alternative energy technologies 
for future seapower. 

With a mission like that, the Great Green Fleet should 
enjoy the full support of Congress — especially from the 
“support our troops” side of the aisle — but, on the other 
hand, maybe not. 
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23. Senators Press DoD To Reveal More Details On Sequestration 
(FEDERAL NEWS RADIO 27 JUN 12) ... Jared Serbu 

Several members of the U.S. Senate are planning a full-
court press to force the Pentagon to detail what would happen 
if Congress lets sequestration kick in, hoping the results would 
push fellow lawmakers into resolving the issue before 
contractors begin sending out mass layoff notices. 

"We're going to attach this to every bill that walks," said 
Sen. Kelly Ayotte (R- N.H). "We're going to get the 
information out line-by-line so we can get this thing resolved." 

While senior Pentagon officials rarely miss an 
opportunity to mention that their half of the $1.2 trillion in 
budget cuts set to take place in January would be devastating 
to the military, they also insist they're not planning for that 
eventuality. Leaders have argued variously that the cuts are so 
formulaic that no planning is possible and that they are so 
nonsensical that they should not be planned for. 

"Planning has a certain rational tone to it, but Congress 
didn't design sequester to be rational," Deputy Defense 
Secretary Ashton Carter told the American Enterprise Institute 
a month ago. "Sequester was supposed to be the trigger. A 
trigger so irrational that the prospect of it would force the 

leadership to do what was needed. And indeed, aspects of 
sequester defy reason in any reasonable management of its 
affairs, including defense." 

Automatic Cuts Would Be 'Devastating' 
Several members of the Senate who want to stop 

sequestration are unsatisfied with that answer. They agree the 
cuts would be devastating, but they want the Pentagon to lay 
bare precisely where the devastation would occur, particularly 
with regard to the defense industrial base, which programs 
would be cut and which contracts would be cancelled. 

Ayotte, the ranking Republican on the Senate Armed 
Services Committee's readiness subcommittee supported a 
successful move by Sens. John McCain (R- Ariz.), Patty 
Murray (D-Wash.) and others to attach an amendment to last 
week's farm bill that would require DoD and the Office of 
Management and Budget to spell out exactly which programs 
the cuts would impact no later than Aug. 15. 

"We also had it in the Defense authorization bill but we 
were concerned that it wouldn't get passed in time," she said at 
a sequestration-focused event organized by TechAmerica. 
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"But you may also see it in the flood insurance bill. We want 
to make sure it gets passed so that DoD actually has to do this. 
Several members of the defense industry have met with OMB 
and been told they're not going to plan for this until after the 
election. The CEOs are left to wonder what they're supposed 
to do with that." 

Ayotte said she's not just concerned about the bottom 
lines of defense contractors; aside from the military readiness 
impacts of sequestration, she said her fellow lawmakers need 
to be made aware of the job losses that would result. 

Contractors are required to give notice to workers 60 days 
in advance of any layoffs. Lockheed Martin, the federal 
government's largest vendor, has said that unless it gets more 
certainty on the issue, it would have to send WARN Act 
notices to roughly 100,000 employees in early November. 

"It'll be interesting to see what happens in the presidential 
race," said Ayotte, who has been mentioned as a potential 
running mate to presumptive Republican nominee Mitt 
Romney. "I see this as a sleeper issue in the race. I would 
think that the president would not have an interest in having 
all of these WARN notices come out before the election. 
Maybe he will urge us to get to the table to get it resolved." 

Thousands Of Layoffs Not An Idle Threat 
The prospect of sending out hundreds of thousands of 

layoff warnings just before election day isn't just an idle threat 
by the defense industry, according to Steven Bucci, a defense 
research fellow at the Heritage Foundation and a former 
deputy assistant secretary of defense. He said contractors will 
have no choice. 

"Industry cannot and will not eat the uncertainty, because 
they have a responsibility to their shareholders," he said. 
"They'll get in trouble with other parts of the government if 
they don't take the prudent means they have to in order to 
protect their companies. They're not running charities, and 
they can't operate under this level of uncertainty." 

Neither can the Pentagon, Bucci said. He believes despite 
repeated assertions to the contrary, the military's leaders have 
been drawing up contingency plans for sequestration. 

"Asking them to not plan is just crazy, and it cannot be 
true," he said. "After all the time I spent there, they're too 
obsessive-compulsive to not do this. Even if they're doing it at 
home at night in their living rooms, they're doing some 
planning. That's what they're supposed to do. If they're not, we 
need to fire them all." 

The majority leaders in both the House and Senate have 
said they don't plan to deal with sequestration until after the 

November election as part of a jam-packed lame duck session. 
Ayotte and the leaders of both parties on the Senate Armed 
Services committee say that's too late to avert serious damage 
to the defense industrial base. 

Michael O'Hanlon, a defense scholar at the Brookings 
Institution, said the delay also won't make a deal any easier. 

"Waiting for a mandate to emerge on Nov. 6 and hoping 
that the solution will become apparent and easy is a false 
hope," he said. "Usually the parties disagree even about who 
won. The idea that we're going to have a consensus about what 
the American people want and a clear mandate on Nov. 7 is 
too much to hope for. All the more reason to get to it now." 

Ayotte said that over the past few weeks, Congress and 
broader Washington have shown much more interest in the 
topic of sequestration and that small working groups on 
Capitol Hill are discussing the issue in both the House and 
Senate. 

Open To Revenue Increases 
Sens. McCain and Lindsey Graham (R-S.C) have already 

said they're open to revenue increases if it means avoiding 
sequestration. Ayotte said she's also willing to close "tax 
loopholes," but not increase marginal tax rates. 

One proposal she's cosponsored with McCain and other 
GOP members would buy Congress additional "breathing 
room" by cancelling the first year of sequestration cuts. To 
pay for it, lawmakers would continue the federal pay freeze 
through 2014 and restrict hiring of civilian employees across 
all agencies until the federal workforce is five percent smaller 
than today. 

Agencies would be allowed to hire only two employees 
for every three that leave federal service, but would be 
allowed to sidestep the limits for jobs they deem essential to 
national security, likely concentrating the cuts in non-defense 
agencies. 

Asked by Federal News Radio whether across-the-board 
workforce cuts were any smarter than across-the-board budget 
cuts, Ayotte replied that the consequences of sequestration 
would be far worse for federal employees. 

"We're not laying anyone off," she said. "The Simpson-
Boles commission concluded this was a financially 
responsible thing to do. But if sequestration goes forward, I 
guarantee there are going to be cuts to the federal workforce 
on the domestic end. And those won't be through attrition." 

Listen To Audio (RT: 6:09) 
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24. U.S. Military Contractors Prepare For Possible Budget Cuts 
Lockheed Martin, Northrop Grumman and Boeing could lay off thousands of aerospace workers and cancel 
supplier contracts if Congress doesn't agree by January on reducing the federal deficit. 
(LOS ANGELES TIMES 26 JUN 12) ... W.J. Hennigan 

The nation's military contractors say they are preparing to 
shut facilities, tear up supplier contracts and issue pink slips to 
thousands of aerospace employees to deal with proposed 
federal budget cuts threatening to hit Pentagon spending. 

After a decade of heady growth amid the military buildup 
following Sept. 11, 2001, contractors had already braced 
themselves for $487 billion in cuts over the next decade. But 
an additional $500 billion in cuts are now being discussed in 
Washington. 

The new cuts are part of an automatic round set to take 
effect in January if Congress fails to reach an agreement on 
reducing the mounting federal deficit. 

Although there is much speculation about whether 
Congress would let those automatic cuts actually occur in 
January, military contractors are ringing alarms now. Pentagon 
boosters in Congress, including Rep. Howard "Buck" McKeon 
(R-Santa Clarita), chairman of the House Armed Services 
Committee, are also issuing stark warnings. 
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In an interview, McKeon said that many of the nearly 
113,000 aerospace jobs — and thousands from supply shops 
— in California could be hurt. "Congress is playing political 
chicken with people's jobs," he said. "The clock is ticking." 

The automatic cuts would come if a budget deal fails to 
emerge in Washington. Under a law approved last year, 
federal funds of all kinds would be held back — "sequestered" 
— until there is agreement, at which time the funds may or 
may not be reinstated. Congress passed an amendment last 
week, calling on the Obama administration to specify which 
federal programs would be affected. 

The buzzword used by contractors is "sequestration," and 
aerospace workers and subcontractors will be hearing that 
word a lot in the months ahead. 

The Aerospace Industries Assn., a trade and lobbying 
organization in Arlington, Va., has estimated that 1 million 
jobs of all kinds nationwide, including 126,000 in California, 
would be lost if sequestration occurs. 

Still, there is skepticism about whether sequestration will 
take place. If it happens, it would affect both military, which is 
a core issue for Republicans, and social spending, which is 
important to Democrats, said John Pike, director of 
Globalsecurity.org, a website for military policy research. 

"Because of the convergence of these two things, I have a 
hard time believing that sequestration will go forward," he 
said. "I have tended to think the whole thing is smoke and 
mirrors." 

Meanwhile, military contractors are trying to raise 
awareness and drum up support. It's essential, they said, 
because they are required by law to issue warnings to 
employees and suppliers when their jobs and contracts are in 
danger of elimination. 

Robert J. Stevens, chief executive of Lockheed Martin 
Corp., the world's largest defense firm, told reporters last week 

that current law requires the company to warn employees of 
layoffs with a notice 60 to 90 days before they're let go. That 
means notices could be sent out as early as September. 

"The single greatest challenge faced by our company and 
by our industry, for which we have no good response, is 
sequestration," he said. 

Stevens anticipated that the cuts could affect a significant 
portion of its 123,000-employee workforce and many of its 
40,000 equipment suppliers. 

"I suspect that on one level it might be flattering to 
believe that our industry is so robust, so durable, so as to 
absorb the impact of sequestration without breaking stride. But 
this is fiction," he said. 

There have already been layoffs related to budget cuts. 
Lockheed cut about 1,500 jobs across its aeronautics business, 
including in California. Northrop Grumman Corp. slashed 500 
jobs in its aerospace division, which is spread throughout the 
Southland. 

The National Assn. of Manufacturers, which represents 
many aerospace suppliers across the country, said that 
sequestration would cause a loss of 1.01 million private-sector 
jobs, including 130,000 manufacturing jobs, by 2014. 

Chicago aerospace giant Boeing Co. confirmed that it has 
done scenario planning, including a worst-case trillion-dollar 
sequestration cut over 10 years, but it would not discuss the 
details of those scenarios. 

Randy Belote, a spokesman for Northrop of Falls Church, 
Va., said his company has also put together plans. 

"While the outcome of that debate remains uncertain, we 
have formulated contingency plans for the possibility of 
sequestration occurring in January 2013," he said. "The 
implementation of sequestration as presently mandated could 
have a very serious negative impact on our company, our 
industry and, of course, on the defense capacity of our nation." 
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25. Debate Over Missile Defense Interceptors Gets Testy 
(NATIONAL DEFENSE 26 JUN 12) ... Stew Magnuson 

The debate over whether a missile defense system the 
Obama administration plans to deploy in Europe will actually 
work got testy as a senior State Department official squared 
off with a leading critic of the program during a panel 
discussion June 25. 

Thomas B. Cochran, a physicist,and a consultant to the 
Natural Resources Defense Council, challenged Frank Rose, 
deputy assistant secretary for space and defense policy on 
assumptions that the next generation of missile interceptors 
will be able to distinguish between ballistic missiles carrying 
warheads and decoys. 

The issue was discussed at an American Security Project 
panel discussion looking at the administration’s European 
Phased Adaptive Approach (EPAA) that calls for interceptors 
to be first deployed on Aegis warships, and later on the ground 
in Europe. The plan to place interceptors and radar sites in 
Europe was first proposed during the George W. Bush 
administration in 2007 as a reaction to the Iranian missiles 
program, and then revised by the Obama administration in 
2009. The plan has brought forth critics from both sides of the 
political spectrum as well as opposition from Russia, 
according to a summary of the issues the think tank distributed 
at the event. 

“Does the administration agree that none of the radars in 
the EPAA missile defense system are insufficiently powerful 
to make it work for, and … that any of the existing missile 
defense systems used in either the EPAA or the ground-based 
missile defense can readily distinguish between warheads, 
decoys and other debris?” Cochran asked. 

Rose countered that a Defense Science Board report that 
studied the plan “says that we are well on our way to 
achieving that ballistic missile defense capability.” 

Cochran pressed on with his assertion that Mylar 
balloons, commonly used as decoys, can easily defeat the 
nation’s missile defense systems. 

Rose said: “What I would say is that the whole idea of the 
phase-adaptive approach is that it will be phased and 
adaptive.” The first radar, the AN/TPY-2, will deal with 
relatively unsophisticated threats, he said. “But with each new 
increment of capability we will be able to deal with more 
complicated threats.” 

The SM-3 Block 1B interceptor, which will be deployed 
in 2015, will have a two-color seeker to deal with more 
complicated threats, Rose said. The improvement of the 
ballistic missile signal processor on the Aegis SPY-1 radar 
will also provide more capabilities. With the SM-3 Block 2A 



 21

interceptor— which is still under development — there will be 
more a advanced seeker and sensors, he added. 

“Given the threats that we face today, I think the 
capabilities that we have deployed will be sufficient. But …we 
expect the capability from the adversary to improve over time 
and hopefully our missile defenses will improve over time,” 
Rose said. 

The American Security Project summary of the missile 
defense program noted that there are some unresolved 
technical issues. One is the aforementioned problem with 
adversaries launching decoys. The Defense Science Board 
report stated that this problem hasnot been completely solved. 

Cochran continued to pepper Rose with questions 
asserting that current missile defense systems have a difficult 
time discriminating between warheads and Mylar balloons, 
which could be released by an adversary to confuse seekers. 
The relatively low-cost balloons have been deployed during 
tests of U.S. interceptors. 

The Navy’s independent director of operational testing 
and evaluation has said the current version of Aegis, 3.61, is 
“operationally effective and suitable,” Rose said. 

“For phase four, do you have any sensors in mind that are 
deployed today or that are in your R&D program that can 
distinguish between warheads and a bunch of Mylar 
balloons?” Cochran asked. 

“I think there are a number of sensors – for example, the 
[precision tracking space system] should that come online – 
that will improve our discrimination capabilities,” Rose said, 
referring to a satellite still under development that is intended 
to track intercontinental ballistic missiles. “I agree with you on 
the overarching point that discrimination is a challenge, but 
the whole idea behind a phase adaptive approach is that over 
time as our capabilities improve, we will increase our sensor 
capabilities.” 

The United States has spent $150 billion to date on 
missile defense programs, and the Defense Department has 
requested an additional $44 billion over the next five years — 
a 29 percent increase over previous budgets, the think tank 
paper noted. The operations and maintenance costs of the 
EPAA program remain unknown, it added. The Pentagon 
missed one deadline in January to spell out the program’s 
costs. The latest estimate of the report’s arrival is “this 
summer,” the report said. 
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26. Firms Testing AMDR Ahead Of Proposal Deadline 
(DEFENSE DAILY 27 JUN 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

Defense firms are wrapping up tests of their Air and 
Missile Defense Radar (AMDR) as part of the Navy 
competition to build the system intended for the next version 
of Arleigh Burke -class (DDG-51) destroyers, a company 
executive said yesterday. 

Northrop Grumman's vice president for its Advanced 
Concepts and Technology Division, Pat Antkowiak, said its 
testing consists of realistic scenarios to defend against air and 
ballistic missile threats and is on schedule for completion by 
August. 

Northrop Grumman is working on AMDR under a 
development contract awarded by the Navy in 2010. Similar 
contracts were awarded to Lockheed Martin and Raytheon. All 
three companies are expected to submit final proposals by the 
July 31 deadline. A Lockheed Martin spokesman said its 
AMDR team is meeting its development milestones and is 
poised to submit a proposal. 

Raytheon's program manager for AMDR, Jim Bennett, 
said his company expects to have completed its testing by the 
RFP deadline. 

"Between now and then, a lot of our work will have been 
completed," he said. 

An award is expected by the end of this year that contains 
options for the low-rate initial-production (LRIP) phase of the 
program. 

The most significant upgrade planned for the Flight III 
DDG-51s, AMDR is designed to be more powerful than radars 
currently deployed and integrates air theater and ballistic 
missile defense detection, tracking and engagement. 

AMDR is to replace the Lockheed Martin-built AN/SPY 
1 on DDG-51s. The Navy is seeking congressional approval to 
buy up to 10 Flight IIA DDG-51s under a multi-year contract, 
but plans to shift to the Flight III version around the seventh 
vessel in 2016 if AMDR is ready. 

Return to Index 
 

27. Austal Shakeup: General Dynamics Eyeing Mobile Shipyard 
(MOBILE (AL) PRESS-REGISTER 26 JUN 12) ... George Talbot 

MOBILE, Alabama -- Joe Rella has resigned as president 
of Austal USA, and the company may be in negotiations to 
sell at least part of its Mobile shipyard to General Dynamics 
Corp., according to a maritime analyst. 

Tim Colton, who blogs about the shipbuilding business 
for ColtonCompany.com, said in a post today that "the hot 
rumor is that a majority interest in the yard is being sold" to 
General Dynamics, one of the country's largest defense 
contractors. 

Austal did not immediately respond to a request for 
comment today. 

Colton said Dugan Shipway, who retired in 2009 as 
president of General Dynamics Bath Iron Works, would 
replace Rella as interim president in Mobile. 

"Probably not a bad idea, depending on how the company 
is restructured," Colton said. 

Shipway, a former U.S. Navy rear admiral, was appointed 
in March as an outside director on Austal USA's board of 
directors. 

Rella has served as Austal USA's chief operating officer 
since 2007. 

General Dynamics, headquartered in West Falls Church, 
Va., was formed in 1952 through the combination of the 
Electric Boat Company, Consolidated Vultee and several other 
companies. It is the fourth largest defense contractor in the 
world. 

The company sold many of its defense-related businesses 
in the early 1990s and began expanding in the mid-1990s by 
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acquiring combat vehicle-related businesses, additional 
shipyards, information-technology products and service 
companies and Gulfstream Aerospace Corp. 

The company has since acquired and integrated more than 
60 businesses, including six last year. Its revenue is currently 
at $32 billion with a workforce of about 95,000 employees. 

The company now has four main business segments: 
Marine Systems; Combat Systems; Information Systems and 
Technology; and Aerospace. 

Its Marine Systems segment designs, builds and supports 
ships for the U.S. Navy and commercial customers. The 

group's products include nuclear-powered submarines, surface 
combatants and combat-logistics ships, and Jones Act 
commercial ships. 

The three businesses under the Marine Systems segment 
are Bath Iron Works, which engineers, constructs and supports 
surface combatants for the U.S. Navy; Electric Boat, which 
designs, constructs and supports the U.S. Navy's ballistic 
missile and attack submarines; and NASSCO, the only major 
ship construction and repair yard on the West Coast. 
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BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
28. Our Favorite Events Celebrating Navy Week And OpSail Boston 
(BOSTON GLOBE 26 JUN 12) ... Nicole Cammorata 

The easiest way to enjoy the arrival of both the Navy 
Week vessels and the OpSail Boston tall ships -- in town from 
June 29 - July 6 -- is just to get outside, take a seat along the 
water, and watch. Some of our favorite viewing spots to take 
in the sight of the ships include Castle Island, Charlestown 
Navy Yard, the dock outside the ICA, and Christopher 
Columbus park in the North End. 

If you're looking for a bit more organized fun, don't fret. 
This weekend actually involves the overlap of of Boston 
Harborfest, War of 1812 bicentennial celebrations, Navy 
Week, and OpSail Boston, so there's a ton going on. Here are 
some of our favorite events: 

 Mock Sea Battle: A battle reenactment called the 
"Duel of the Privateers" will see the Lynx face off 
against the Pride of Baltimore II. July 1-3 at 2 p.m. 

 Re-enact the Boston Tea Party: Relive local history 
by tossing some tea into the Boston Harbor and firing 
the cannons while aboard the Liberty Clipper. 
Reservations recommended, 617-742-0333, $24-$35, 
www.libertyfleet.com 

 Catch a military band: The U.S. Coastguard Band 
will perform at Charlestown Navy Yard on July 2 at 
4 p.m. and at City Hall Plaza on July 4 at 2 p.m. 

 Naval Gun Drill on the USS Constitution: A full gun 
drill aboard the undefeated vessel that saw action in 
the war of 1812. June 28 - July 2 at noon, July 3 at 2 
p.m. 

 Rum & Revolution at Sea: This spirited sail (pun!) 
features role-playing by historical actors who sing 
songs, dance, and teach you all about the rum trade. 
Bottom's up! 21+, $35, 617-742-0333, 
www.libertyfleet.com 

 Tall Ships Singles Cruise: Mingle with others in 
search of love aboard a boat, which will afford single 
Sailors a great view of the ships at sunset. Boat 
leaves from Rowes Wharf at 7:30 p.m. June 30, $35, 
781-446-0234, www.se-4u.com/events.php 

For even more event information about the tall ships and 
OpSail Boston, plus Navy Week and more, check out our 
special section to all the fun happenings on the Waterfront 
through July 6. See the full schedule here. 
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29. PCU North Dakota Sailors To Participate In Pre-Fourth Of July Parade In Namesake State 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 26 JUN 12) ... Lt. Cmdr. Jennifer Cragg, Commander, Submarine Group 2 Public Affairs 

BISMARCK, N.D. -- Two Pre-Commissioning Unit 
(PCU) North Dakota Sailors (SSN 784) will be participating in 
a four-day visit, June 27 to July 1 to the submarine's namesake 
state. 

During their visit, they will participate in the city of 
Dickinson's Roughrider Days parade, a pre-Fourth of July 
event, June 30. 

"This is a great way to show the citizens of North Dakota 
that their submarine is manning up and moving along in the 
build process," said Chief Information Systems Technician 
(SS) Jason Roberts. 

In addition to the parade, Roberts and Chief Machinist's 
Mate (SS) John Noll will also meet with the USS North 
Dakota Commissioning Committee members and 
representatives from the North Dakota Council of the Navy 
League. 

"We are excited to participate in this visit to maintain the 
rapport with the citizens of North Dakota as well as see the 
sights of our namesake state," said Roberts. 

Noll emphasized the importance of visiting the namesake 
state during the construction phase of the submarine. 

"These visits brings a better understanding of what is 
occurring with the build process, as well as bringing 
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awareness to the number of crew members who have arrived," 
said Noll. 

According to Noll, nearly 50 percent of North Dakota's 
crew has arrived in Groton. 

PCU North Dakota's Executive Officer, Lt. Cmdr. 
Jeremiah Minner recently visited North Dakota, May 1-3, and 
met with the USS North Dakota Commissioning Committee, 
and the North Dakota Council of the Navy League and the 
Fargo Moorhead West Fargo Chamber of Commerce. 

PCU North Dakota, the second ship named in honor of 
North Dakota, will be delivered by General Dynamics Electric 
Boat in Groton and will be the 11th Virginia-class submarine 
when it is commissioned in 2014. 

The only other ship to bear the name North Dakota was 
the Delaware-class USS North Dakota (BB 29), which was in 
service from 1910 to 1923. The contract to build PCU North 
Dakota was awarded to Electric Boat division of General 
Dynamics in Groton, Conn., Dec. 22, 2008, as part of a 
teaming arrangement with Newport News Shipbuilding. 

Virginia-class submarines are designed to dominate the 
world's littoral and deep waters while conducting anti-
submarine; anti-surface ship; strike; irregular; and mine 
warfare missions; as well as support special operation forces; 
and covert intelligence, surveillance, and reconnaissance. 
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30. UPDATE: Navy, Coast Guard Join Forces To Prepare For Hurricane Season 
(HAWAII REPORTER 25 JUNE 12) 

HONOLULU — Representatives from Navy Region 
Hawaii, Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam, Coast Guard Sector 
Honolulu and Hawaii State Civil Defense performed a 
ceremonial signing of a memorandum of understanding that 
ensures the safety of commercial vessels that would be 
instrumental to sustaining public health and safety for the 
citizens of Hawaii at Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam, 
Monday. 

The MOU specifically permits pre-identified commercial 
vessels essential for reconstituting Honolulu Harbor to seek 
safe anchorage in Pearl Harbor during pre-hurricane 
situations. 

Eighty percent of all goods and 100 percent of fuel are 
brought to Oahu at Honolulu Harbor and distributed 
throughout Hawaii and other Pacific Islands. The closure of 
this port due to man-made or natural disaster would have dire 
consequences for the entire State of Hawaii and other 
neighboring regions. 

The memorandum was signed by Rear Adm. Frank L. 
Ponds, commander of Navy Region Hawaii; Maj. Gen. Darryll 
D.M. Wong, director of Hawaii State Civil Defense; Capt. 
Joanna Nunan, commander of Coast Guard Sector Honolulu; 
and Capt. Jeffrey James, commanding officer of Joint Base 
Pearl Harbor-Hickam. 
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31. Whatever Floats Your RoboBoat: Competition Engages Students in STEM 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 26 JUN 12) ... Katherine H. Crawford, Office of Naval Research 

ARLINGTON, Va. -- An international lineup of 
university teams raced custom-built autonomous surface 
vehicles (ASV) at the fifth annual RoboBoat competition, held 
June 20-24 in Virginia Beach, Va. 

The competition-sponsored by the Office of Naval 
Research (ONR) and the Association for Unmanned Vehicle 
Systems International Foundation-is an autonomous robotics 
challenge where teams put their ASVs through a marked 
navigation channel and a series of challenges. 

The goal is to boost student interest in science, 
technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM) and to 
inspire them to follow a naval career in these fields. 

This year's winner was the University of Michigan, whose 
team took home $7,000 in prize money. Villanova University 
earned second place and $5,000; Embry Riddle Aeronautical 
University took third and $3,000; and the University of 
Central Florida was fourth, earning $3,000. Smaller awards of 
$500 in various categories went to Virginia Tech, Old 
Dominion University, Taiwan's National Cheng Kung 
University and Indonesia's Diponegoro University. 

"Sailors and Marines have already felt the impact of 
robotics in combat and aboard ship," said Kelly Cooper, 
program officer, ONR Sea Platforms and Weapons division. 
"Encouraging STEM students to learn about theoretical and 
practical robotics will be enormously helpful for a possible 
future in the Navy workforce that directly affects the quality 
and capability of the robots our Sailors and Marines will use." 

Teams were evaluated on their ASVs' design and 
performance at this year's event, which had a casino and 
gaming theme. The design component focused on system 
innovation and quality of engineering and construction; the 
performance piece looked at each vehicle's ability to execute 
specific autonomous missions. 

Teams had 20 minutes to complete a mandatory channel 
navigation task and any optional challenge tasks. The channel 
navigation task demonstrated an ASV's visual sensor and 
guidance integration, speed and ability to navigate a channel 
and had to be completed before proceeding to the optional 
challenge stations. Both the navigation and challenge tasks 
had to be performed without any human direction. 

The challenge stations were modeled on card and casino 
games. For example, the "Poker Chip" station involved trying 
to retrieve a token from a dock; the "Jackpot" station required 
team ASVs to locate and push a button; and the "Cheater's 
Hand" station required teams to find a land-based target and 
shoot water into a designated target area. 

This year's 18 participating teams hailed from 17 
universities in four countries. The other participating 
institutions were Bradley University, Cedarville University, 
Florida Atlantic University, Georgia Tech, Stevens Institute of 
Technology, University of Rhode Island and the U.S. Naval 
Academy, as well as India's Delhi Technological University 
and Indonesia's Universitas Indonesia. 

"Each year the number of competing universities 
continues to grow, and the journal papers submitted as part of 



 24

the competition make it very clear that the team members will 
be well-prepared individually to enter the Navy STEM 
workforce," Cooper said. 

RoboBoat is one of several robotic competitions that 
ONR sponsors through a grant to the Association for 
Unmanned Vehicle Systems International Foundation. This 

grant stimulates STEM competitions at all education levels to 
inspire and teach the next generation of naval architects and 
marine and weapon system engineers, Cooper said. These 
student competitions prepare the Department of the Navy's 
future workforce to meet tomorrow's technological challenges. 
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32. Norfolk Expo Offers High Tech On The High Seas 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 27 JUN 12) ... Biz Carson 

NORFOLK -- Three weeks ago, centuries-old tall ships 
floated in the Elizabeth River. This week, a squat, 88-foot boat 
that looks like filmmaker Christopher Nolan's Batmobile 
joined the tugboats and pleasure craft that call the city home. 

The gray, angular vessel is docked near the Half Moone 
Cruise and Celebration Center for the High Performance Craft 
Expo 2012. The Stiletto is a military experimental craft that 
allows technologies to be demonstrated. On Tuesday, two 
radar systems were being tested in the boat, operated by Naval 
Surface Warfare Center Carderock's Combatant Craft 
Division. 

While some of the smaller craft took passengers out on 
quick demonstrations, the Stiletto remained next to Town 
Point Park for tours. 

The tasks of these high-performance boats range from 
police harbor patrols to military anti-piracy or drug trade 
missions, said Dennis Kruse, executive director of the 
American Society of Naval Engineers. 

"The reliance on small craft is really increasing as the 
world is changing and the threat is a lot more diverse these 
days," Kruse said. "There's a lot of need to get in close to the 
shores. This is a showcase of those technologies." 

Inside the exhibition, industry vendors sell everything 
from the boats themselves to night vision technology to shock-
absorbing seats to sea-safe toilets. As the Navy adjusts its 
requirements, suppliers must refine their products, Kruse said. 

"Things seem to change quickly in this area for so many 
reasons," Kruse said. "It's kinda nice to meet once a year to 
catch up on what's going on." 

Normally, the ASNE hosts the Multi-Agency Craft 
Conference at the Little Creek campus of the Joint 
Expeditionary Base, but it couldn't get the necessary approvals 
quickly enough. It's the first time the event has been open to 
the public, ASNE President Ronald Kiss said, although the 
demonstrations are more limited. 
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33. U.S. To Notify Japan Of Osprey Deployment Friday 
(YOMIURI SHIMBUN (JAPAN) 27 JUN 12) 

The United States has decided to issue a diplomatic 
notification Friday to Japan on its plan to deploy the Osprey 
tilt-rotor transport aircraft to the U.S. Marine Corps' Futenma 
Air Station in Okinawa Prefecture, government sources said 
Tuesday. 

Defense Minister Satoshi Morimoto was to inform 
Yamaguchi Gov. Sekinari Ni and Okinawa Gov. Hirokazu 

Nakaima about the U.S. decision over the phone Tuesday. The 
transport aircraft will arrive in Yamaguchi Prefecture first. 

The U.S. government conveyed its intention to issue a 
diplomatic notification on the Osprey's deployment last Friday 
when it gave Defense Ministry and Foreign Ministry officials 
information about an accident involving the aircraft in Florida. 
It said the Osprey that crashed had no traces of a mechanical 
flaw. 
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34. Japan Calls For More Safety Info From U.S. Before Osprey Deployment 
(KYODO NEWS 26 JUN 12) 

TOKYO -- Japan needs to have more information from 
the United States on recent crashes abroad of Osprey military 
planes before their deployment at a base in Okinawa to help 
ease the concerns of local citizens, Defense Minister Satoshi 
Morimoto said Tuesday. 

The exact timing of the deployment of MV-22 Ospreys at 
the U.S. Marine Corps' Futenma Air Station is undecided, 
Foreign Minister Koichiro Gemba told a separate news 
conference. 

Their remarks came after the U.S. Defense Department 
gave Japan tentative results of ongoing investigations into the 
two crashes in April and earlier this month. 

With regard to the fatal crash on April 11 in Morocco 
involving a Marine Corps MV-22 Osprey, the Japanese 
Defense Ministry suggested Tuesday it was caused by pilot 
error after the aircraft received a tailwind, citing information it 
has obtained from the Pentagon. 

On the crash of an Air Force CV-22 Osprey in Florida on 
June 13, the Japanese ministry said the cause cannot yet be 
presumed. 

The U.S. investigations into the Florida crash are 
expected to be completed in late July and those on the Florida 
accident by the end of August, according to the ministry. 

Following the two crashes, many people in Japan are 
concerned about the planned deployment of 24 MV-22 
Ospreys at the Futenma air station in Okinawa Prefecture. 

The prefectural assembly of Okinawa adopted a 
resolution Tuesday opposing the deployment, saying the 
governments of Japan and the United States are trying to bring 
the aircraft to the base against the wishes of local people. 

Despite strong opposition in the prefecture, the U.S. 
government has told Japan it wants to go ahead with the 
deployment of the tilt-rotor aircraft as scheduled in August, 
according to government sources. 
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Washington is planning to inform Tokyo that a ship 
carrying the aircraft is scheduled to leave for Japan on Friday 

from a U.S. port to start the process of the deployment, 
according to the sources. 
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NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
35. First Lady Cheers Illinois Military Family Law 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 26 JUN 12) ... Jason Keyser 

CHICAGO — Michelle Obama got a boost Tuesday from 
her home state of Illinois in her campaign to make it easier for 
military spouses to advance their own careers amid the 
frequent moves that come with life in a military family. 

The first lady attended a bill signing ceremony at an 
Illinois National Guard armory in Chicago during which Gov. 
Pat Quinn made the state the 23rd in the nation to have 
legislation supporting Obama’s efforts. The law, which takes 
effect Jan. 1, makes it easier for veterans and their spouses to 
transfer out-of-state occupational licenses so they can stay on 
the job in professions like nursing and teaching after 
relocating. 

Speaking to a few hundred uniformed service members 
and their families at Tuesday’s ceremony, Obama said she was 
moved to act after hearing the stories of military wives and 
husbands “who simply want to provide for their families and 
get back to the careers they love.” 

“The story of the teacher who has moved 12 times, taking 
odd jobs to pay the bills,” she said. “The story of the social 
worker whose skills go unused as she waits months for 
paperwork to clear. The accountants, the psychologists, the 
real-estate agents, child care providers and so many others.” 

“But far too often they’re stuck in a web of bureaucracy,” 
she said. 

Nationally, there are 100,000 military spouses who work 
in jobs that require state licenses or certification, according to 
the first lady’s office. The issue affects people in dozens of 
professions, including teachers, nurses, speech pathologists, 
dental hygienists, physical therapists and emergency medical 

technicians. In Illinois, there are more than 16,000 military 
families, according to the Illinois Department of Veterans’ 
Affairs. 

“I cannot tell you the number of months I’ve spent 
waiting around for licensing paperwork to catch up so that I 
can continue with my own nursing career,” said Courtney 
Sensenig, of Chicago, who has moved eight times because of 
her husband’s Navy career. 

Sensenig, who is licensed in three states and specializes in 
obstetrics, said many of her friends have similar stories. 

“Some find the process so cumbersome and difficult that 
they give up and decide not to work in their profession,” she 
said. “This adds so much hardship to our lives. It’s also a loss 
... to our community.” 

The first lady and Vice President Joe Biden’s wife, Jill 
Biden, have been pushing since February for more states to 
enact legislation to make it easier for military families that 
move frequently. When they started, 11 states had such laws. 
Now, 23 do and seven more have legislation pending. 

Obama challenged other states to take action. 
“I ask you to help us to finish this job,” she said. 
In the audience, Petty Officer 1st Class Augustine Kanu, 

28, based at Naval Station Great Lakes, applauded the effort 
but hoped something similar could be done to help those like 
him who are struggling to finish college amid frequent moves 
and an inability to transfer all of their course credits. 

“Every time I move, I have to almost start all over,” he 
said of his business management studies, which he now 
expects to finish by October. 

Return to Index 
 

36. Deadline Looms For Tricare West Contract 
(NAVY TIMES 26 JUN 12) ... Patricia Kime 

A public and sometimes ugly dispute between two health 
care giants should end in the coming days as the Government 
Accountability Office faces a July 5 deadline to decide the 
Tricare West region contract. 

At stake is a $20.5 billion contract to manage Tricare in 
21 Western states over the next five years. 

Tricare Management Activity in March awarded a bid to 
UnitedHealth Military & Veterans Services, based in 
Minnetonka, Minn. 

But TriWest Healthcare Alliance, a Phoenix company that 
has held the contract since 1996, protested the decision. 

Charging the decision was the result of a “flawed and 
unfair process,” TriWest CEO David McIntyre said the 
government failed to consider millions of dollars in discounts 
offered by TriWest and argued its proposal was lower than 
United Healthcare’s. 

TriWest followed its protest with a major marketing blitz, 
promoting its service in advertisements in major U.S. 
newspapers and on the Washington D.C. Metrorail. 

It also launched savemymilitaryhealthcare.org, a website 
touting TriWest’s record and denouncing United Healthcare’s. 

United Healthcare in turn launched its own campaign, 
striking a positive tone in radio and print ads that promoted the 
company’s enthusiasm for serving the military. 

“I would have been surprised if UnitedHealth had 
responded to TriWest’s negative campaign,” said Ana Gupte, 
a equity analyst with Sanford Bernstein who focuses on the 
health industry. 

“TriWest is a one-trick pony. They are not part of any 
broader lobbying or associations that most health plans belong 
to, and it’s a do or die for them.” 

Some powerful voices have come out in support of 
Triwest: Retired Army Gen. Peter Chiarelli appears in a video 
on TriWest’s website praising the company’s corporate culture 
and saying it does a “magnificent job” serving soldiers. 

Annette Conway, wife of former Marine Corps 
Commandant Gen. James Conway and a member of the 
TriWest advisory board, said the decision will result in a “loss 
of tremendous friends.” 
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“They’ve helped lead the way in trying to solve the 
problems of military families,” Conway said. 

The Colorado and Arizona congressional delegations also 
have pressed Defense Secretary Leon Panetta for details on the 
department’s decision. 

Tricare officials said in March they awarded the contract 
after a “best value source selection process,” determining 
UnitedHealth would provide the best customer satisfaction for 
the money. 

TMA spokesman Austin Camacho said the award was 
made after examining the contenders’ “past performance, 
price and technical proficiency.” 

Some believe the “past performance” included scrutiny of 
a September 2011 agreement by TriWest with the Justice 
Department to pay a $10 million settlement for allegedly 
negotiating discounts with service providers and submitting 
claims at higher rates to TMA. 

TriWest officials denied wrongdoing, attributing the 
errors to a processing glitch and saying the fees were passed 
along to providers. 

TriWest officials add that United Health has had its own 
legal problems, including a $12 million settlement with 37 
states over claims issues, among others. 

The bid protest is the third since Tricare began 
negotiations for its current generation of contracts in 2009. 

In the North region, insurer Aetna was awarded the 
contract held previously by HealthNet, which protested the 
decision and won. 

The South region contract initially was awarded to 
UnitedHealth Military and Veterans Services, but Humana, 
which had held the contract previously, protested the decision. 
Following a renewed request for bids, Humana won back the 
contract. 

UnitedHealth protested that decision and lost, paving the 
way for UnitedHealth to bid for the West region contract. 

No health insurance company can manage more than one 
Tricare region. 

Gupte said if UnitedHealth retains the contract, 
beneficiaries may experience some turbulence during the 
transition, but overall service quality should not be affected. 

“Their reputation in the marketplace is exemplary,” she 
said. 
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37. Greater Diversity Coming to U.S. Military Menus 
(DEFENSE NEWS 26 JUN 12) ... Adam Stone 

Upcoming revisions to military recipe books could bring 
new ethnic fare to U.S. troops. 

In their May 30-31 quarterly meeting, members of the 
Joint Recipe Committee heard from Navy personnel eager to 
add new international flavors to the menu. Those suggestions 
could be incorporated into an ongoing overhaul of the 
services’ dietary options. 

“They see Asian, they see Filipino, they see Mexican. But 
where are the Puerto Rican-themed foods? Where is the 
hummus?” said Jennifer Person-Whippo, Naval Supply 
Systems Command’s registered dietician. 

The recipe committee operates under the U.S. Defense 
Logistics Agency’s Troop Support branch, which manages 
menu choices for all the services. This meeting focused on the 
Navy, whose 7,300 culinary specialists deliver on average of 
more than 92.5 million meals per year. 

A single recipe book now serves all the components with 
some 2,230 recipes. As the committee reviews this 
compendium, it is looking for ways to balance nutrition, taste 
and the broad range of circumstances that dictate culinary 
preparation among the different services. 

An aircraft carrier may need more heat-and-serve foods, 
for instance, because supply deliveries may be infrequent, 
whereas an Army unit may be better able to cook from 
scratch. 

“There is a common theme in the profiles of the flavors, 
but we’re trying to mix up the preparation methods,” Person-
Whippo said. 

One example of that flexibility comes in the form of a 
new “baking with less” recipe. This single dough base can be 
turned into muffins, cakes, breads and other baked goods. 

“Think of the storage constraints, especially on the 
submarines. You only have so much space and they often 
don’t get restocked, so they need to be able to use the 
ingredients they have in many different recipes,” Person-
Whippo said. 

In addition to ethnic foods and versatility, the committee 
wants to bolster the nutritional content of a menu catalog that 
dates back to the 1960s. “There is a real emphasis on trying to 
please the crew, while also putting in some healthier 
ingredients,” she said. 

Committee members met in Norfolk, Va., at the Naval 
Supply Systems Command. While there, they spent time with 
crews from the USS George Herbert Walker Bush, USS Carr, 
USS Kearsarge, the submarine USS Scranton and the Naval 
Station Norfolk ashore galley. 

Person-Whippo said it was important for committee 
members to see firsthand the circumstances under which their 
recipes would put into use. 

“They needed to meet and greet the fleet,” she said. “They 
needed to see that a galley is more like a closet in someone’s 
house, rather than this football-sized area they have to prepare 
recipes in.” 

The committee’s recommendations eventually will go to 
the Armed Forces Recipe Service testing site in Natick, Mass., 
to be considered for inclusion in the overall recipe book. 
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38. Social Media Transforming Disaster Preparedness, Response 
(DEFENSE DAILY 27 JUN 12) ... Pat Host 

Social media's biggest impact on disaster preparedness 
and response is helping people be proactive, instead of 
reactive, a military social media practitioner said yesterday. 

"Folks, we think, are looking to social media for what's 
going to happen next or 'What should I be thinking next,' not 
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what just happened," Navy spokesman Lt. Cmdr. Chris 
Servello said yesterday in Washington. 

Servello's remarks came at an Ogilvy Exchange panel on 
social media in disaster preparedness and response, sponsored 
by Ogilvy Worldwide, Defense Daily and Northrop Grumman. 
Social media practitioners representing the public sector, a 
non-profit, the military and a news organization discussed the 
expanding use of social media in a disaster. 

Servello, Delaware Gov. Jack Markell (D), American Red 
Cross Chief Public Affairs Officer Suzy DeFrancis and 
Washington Post Chief Meteorologist and "Capital Weather 
Gang" founder Jason Samenow talked about the power of 
social media to transform emergency communications before, 
during and after disasters. 

DeFrancis said the Red Cross and non-profits are learning 
social media techniques created by the private sector. 
DeFrancis said the Red Cross created a digital information and 
social media command center called "DigiDoc,"modeled off a 
Dell system to monitor its customer service, delivery and 
computer issues. Dell approached the Red Cross with the idea 
to create one for humanitarian purposes and the non-profit 
jumped on the opportunity. 

"It pulls in all mentions on social media of particular 
topics," DeFrancis said. "You can select your topics and, 
obviously, today we're monitoring Tropical Storm Debbie. It'll 
pull in from Twitter, Facebook, blogs, wherever you want. 
Then there are columns on this console that will (allow) you to 
follow all the conversations (happening on) this particular 
topic. Then on screens above our digital operations center, you 
can visualize (where conversations are occurring).” 

Markell said social media plays a critical role in helping 
governments communicate with citizens during times of 
disaster because citizens now expect real-time information. 

"I think there is an absolute expectation on the part of the 
public that various agencies, within levels of government 
(and) across levels of government, communicate in real time," 
Markell said. "To the extent we're not, we're not doing our 
job.” 

Markell said Hurricane Irene's late August 2011 landfall 
in the mid-Atlantic severely tested the ability of his 
government to properly communicate with residents. Markell 
said Delaware now has a much clearer idea of how to spread 
essential information in a disaster situation, including creating 
Twitter hashtags that everyone will follow. 

"This is one of the lessons learned with Irene," Markell 
said. "I think we executed very well, but I can't say there was a 
real robust plan going into it. Having now been tested, we 
have a much clearer understanding of the level of 
communication required, even within our state.” 

Samenow said the social media presence the Post created 
prior to the big Jan. 26, 2011 snowstorm that crippled the east 
coast saved hundreds of people from being stranded on roads 
trying to get home. 

"For the first time, we really felt like the presence we 
established on social media made a real difference," Samenow 
said. "As a result of the early warnings we put out on social 
media, we got an outpouring of comments the next day from 
people thanking us because, (with) as many people that were 
stuck on the road, there were hundreds who did get the 
message and hundreds of people who did get where they 
needed to be. A lot of people shared that information with 
their friends and family, so that was really critical." 
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39. U.S. Military To Launch Website That Mirrors Reddit 
Social Site Eureka To Go Live in July 
(DEFENSE NEWS 26 JUN 12) ... Lauren Biron 

If all goes according to plan, the U.S. military will soon 
have its own analog of Reddit, the popular social site where 
user votes push the best content and ideas to the top for all to 
see. 

Called Eureka, the project is slated to go up in mid-July, 
joining a collection of other Defense Department-only Web 
tools that mirror popular social media sites such as Wikipedia 
and YouTube. Eureka will be a part of the Facebook analog 
known as milBook, though the site has been designed to feel 
independent. 

The idea is to host discussions that lead to revolutionary 
solutions; for example, improved training, better ways to 
secure mobile devices, or any other problems that plague the 
military and hamper efficiency. 

“Maybe someone on milBook has that idea or can crack 
that nut,” said Tom Curran, product director for milSuite, a 
part of the organization MilTech Solutions that is associated 
with the Army’s Program Executive Office Command Control 
Communications-Tactical (PEO C3T). “It might be a dream, 
but it might be something that nobody has considered yet.” 

Eureka will be part of milSuite, a set of social-networking 
tools that live on DoD’s NIPRNet, which contains sensitive 
but unclassified information or content for official use only. 

MilSuite includes milWiki, milBook, milTube, and 
milBlog, military-focused and firewall-protected versions of 
Wikipedia, Facebook, YouTube, and a news blog based on 
WordPress, respectively. They are also online repositories to 
store knowledge that might be lost during the drawdown of 
troops and eventual exodus of leadership. 

MilSuite was conceived in response to the 2005 base 
realignment and closure as a way to retain knowledge as 
experts in various subjects left the military. 

The primary components of milSuite were developed by 
MilTech and PEO C3T and launched as a collection in 2009. 
Today, milSuite boasts more than 200,000 users, including 
200 admirals and generals — and even several four-stars. 

Eureka will offer users a simple system that lets them tag 
“ideas” and vote them up or down. The point is ultimately to 
place innovations in front of leaders who might be able to 
implement them. 

The site is meant to use everything from competition to 
compensation to get people interested in submitting both 
problems and solutions. Many members of the military have 
the competitive drive to perform better than their peers, 
whether that means posing a better question or coming up with 
a more creative solution. Alternatively, the developers at 
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milSuite have toyed with compensating users who create big 
money-saving ideas. 

“There are many things that the formal system misses, 
because not only are we working the problem, we’re working 
the budget and policy issues that surround the problem,” said 
Jim Benn, deputy director of the Combined Arms Doctrine 
Directorate. “Sometimes we need that infusion of great ideas 
coming in from an external source. The notion of having your 
idea voted up will strike a harmonious chord that’s in many of 
us.” 

Lt. Col. Lawrence Grega, who suggested using idea or 
innovation tabs to create a “corral of ideas,” sees milSuite and 
Eureka as a place for passionate people to engage and solve 
problems. 

“You lose subject matter experts. You need to retain 
institutional knowledge,” Grega said. “In milSuite, you can 
retain these conversations. When I’m long gone, what I was 
out to do is going to be there for people to look at.” 

Though Benn didn’t know how widespread the practice 
was, some commanders have required their troops to 
contribute information to the milWiki pages after completing 
training or missions, thus transmitting vital information to the 
next troops who will be in the area. 

The military is working on making the milSuite tools 
familiar and incorporating them into everyday use. 

“We are going to make it a formal part of our education 
system,” Benn said. “So now when soldiers go to their various 
schools and training events, a portion of that training process 
will be an introduction to milSuite.” 

This will mean that a new generation of users will be 
accustomed to contributing suggestions to doctrine on the wiki 
pages, uploading instructional videos, and connecting with 
other military personnel across branches. MilSuite aims to be 
the “enterprise solution” and gateway that service members 
can use as a one-stop shop for information. 

“By December 2015, we expect the force to have come 
full circle, and that using milSuite will be a rule and not an 
exception,” Benn said. 

Harnessing the information of troops is essential to 
updating field manuals, providing the most recent information 
and skills, and giving useful training on-demand to those who 
want it. Benn says milSuite provides soldiers an easily 
accessible location where they can share their experiences and 
put their ideas in front of an authority. 

“That soldier has the ability to influence the Army,” he 
added. 

While milSuite’s wiki pages may be more conducive to 
this kind of technical information, Eureka should fill a gap in 
coordinating across branches and incorporating ideas from 
experts, leading to innovations big and small. Anyone with a 
Common Access Card and the right account type can access 
the Web tools, meaning DoD contractors, civilians and 
military can participate. The key to innovation, Grega said, is 
connecting people who wouldn’t normally talk to each other 
and transferring their knowledge. 

“You don’t get to an ‘aha!’ moment until you’ve already 
been mulling things over for a long time.” 

Lauren Biron is the editor of Training & Simulation 
Journal. 
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40. From Naval Dreadnought To Floating Gaming Station 
(MCCLATCHY-TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE 26 JUN 12) ... Brian Crecente 

The USS Iowa is one of the last of a dying breed; a ship 
of the line, a dreadnought designed to power up alongside an 
enemy ship and take a beating while delivering broadsides of 
fire that push the 40,000 ton ship sideways, creating shock 
waves in the surrounding ocean. 

The famously war-tested ship opens its decks to tourists 
starting in July. A month later, a bit of the Iowa's history 
comes to life when a video game installation on the third deck 
of the battleship opens for tourists. 

The recreation of a moment in the Iowa's World War II 
Okinawa Campaign and the chance to fly Grumman F6F 
Hellcats as they defend the battleship from attacking Zeroes, 
are both creations of game developer Wargaming.net. 

"We have a really big commitment to military 
preservation and military history," said Chris Cook, 
spokesman for the studio. "It aligns pretty well with the focus 
of our games." 

Wargaming.net is probably best known for their online-
only war simulator "World of Tanks," which pit up to 30 
players against one another in historically accurate tank 
battles. But the developer is already testing their next game, 
"World of Warplanes," and hopes to release their third game, 
"World of Battlships," in 2013. 

"From a historical legacy perspective, it's something we 
were already interested in being involved in," Cook said. 

In the past, the company worked with the Military 
Vehicle Technology Foundation in Portola, Calif., and The 

National WWII Museum in New Orleans on similar 
initiatives. The company also works to raise money for 
military non-profits around the world. Most recently, Cook 
said, the company sent a representative to Australia and New 
Zealand to deliver donations to the veterans' Returned 
Services Association. 

"The Iowa is the next big thing for us in that space," he 
said. "We're always looking for opportunities to be involved." 

The idea for the Iowa's video game retrofitting came late 
last year, when a tank expert for Wargaming.net wrote a story 
about visiting the ship and about how it was getting restored. 

The USS Iowa recently made its final voyage to the Port 
of Los Angeles, where it will become a museum in July with 
the help of the non-profit Pacific Battleship Center. 
Wargaming.net folks met with people from the non-profit in 
May when the ship was tugged into the Port of Los Angles, 
said Pacific Battleship Center spokesman Bob Rogers. 

Over the proceeding months, the two groups worked out 
plans for how they could use Wargaming's expertise, and 
video games, to spruce up the battleship and provide visitors 
with a high tech glimpse into what warfare aboard the Iowa 
was like. 

The Iowa, which is nearly 900 feet long and 175 feet 
high, official opens for visitors on July 7th, but it will be years 
before the ship is fully explorable, Rogers said. 
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"This is the biggest, the largest and most powerful 
battleship that the United States made," he said. "It will take 
five to seven years to open her up completely." 

But Wargaming hopes to have its installations finished by 
August. Both will be installed on a third deck that use to serve 
as one of the ship's two mess halls. 

The first installation is a scripted movie created with 
computer graphics to show the view from the bridge of the 
USS Iowa during her support of a series of air strikes off the 
shore of Okinawa during World War II. The short movie 
opens with visitors looking over the prow of the battleship at a 
distant Okinawa, according to the storyboards created by 
Vertex Productions for the production. Small craft ferry 
supplies and troops to the beach. Over the course of the short 
segment, U.S. carrier planes fly in to attack island 
fortifications and the ship begins bombarding the shoreline as 
it fends off attacking planes. 

The company worked with military historians and 
computer graphics company in Kiev, Ukraine, to create what 
they hope will be an authentic and historically accurate 
experience, Cook said. 

"It provides a virtual opportunity to see what it would be 
like sitting in the command deck in the Iowa as you're 
watching it go into battle," he said. "You see its guns turning 
and swiveling to fire on incoming ships, you see other ships 
fighting. It's meant to show the sheer, ridiculous power of the 
Iowa." 

The other installation will be 15 game stations running a 
specially modified version of Wargaming.net's "World of 

Warplanes." The version has visitors flying Hellcats or 
Corsairs as a team over the Pacific Ocean as they try to defend 
a digital recreation of the Iowa against attacking Japanese 
planes controlled by a computer. The game stations are still 
being designed, but Cook said they will likely feature each 
feature keyboard, mouse and flight stick controls. 

While the game will play and feel like the retail version of 
World of Warplanes, it will be an experience unique to the 
battleship, he said. 

The two exhibits are the result of a lot of discussions with 
the Iowa representatives, Cook added. 

"Kinda figuring out what sort of experience would make 
the most sense," he said. "We knew we wanted to be a part of 
this experience and that we wanted to add our own 
Wargaming experience; so it was just a matter of looking at 
what the Iowa has to offer, an awesome ship with an almost 
unprecedented history, and seeing how those two fit together." 

For their part, the Pacific Battleship Center is delighted to 
get interactive experiences for their floating museum. 

"We are very committed to carrying out this partnership," 
Rogers said. "We're excited to do it. I think it's fabulous, it's 
terrific, it's educational as well to understand what these ships 
did. It's a chance for gamers to experience Iowa as she was 
built to be used: As a war machine." 

Good Game is an internationally syndicated weekly news 
and opinion column about the big stories of the week in the 
gaming industry and its bigger impact on things to come. 
Brian Crecente is a founding news editor of Polygon. 
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41. After Repeal Of ‘Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell,’ A Celebration 
Employees, supporters mark gay pride month at Pentagon for first time 
(WASHINGTON POST 27 JUN 12) ... Lisa Rein 

A standing-room-only crowd of 400 uniformed and 
civilian employees and their supporters filled a Pentagon 
auditorium Tuesday as the military celebrated gay pride month 
for the first time. 

About 400 uniformed and civilian employees and their 
supporters attended the event at the Pentagon celebrating gay 
pride month. 

One of the last holdouts in the federal government to 
mark the annual June rite marked a milestone in military 
culture that began last September, when the Defense 
Department lifted its long-standing ban on gay, lesbian, 
bisexual and transgender troops serving openly. 

The repeal of the “don’t ask, don’t tell” policy, which 
caused gay service members to be fired if they disclosed their 
sexual orientation, has gone “better than we anticipated,” Jeh 
Johnson, the Pentagon’s general counsel, told the crowd. 

“As recently as three years ago, it would have been hard 
for many of us — including me — to believe that in the year 
2012, a gay man or woman in the armed forces could be 
honest about their sexual orientation, that … the don’t ask, 
don’t tell law … would be gone from the books, and that the 
process of repeal would have gone even smoother and less 
eventful [than Pentagon leaders] predicted,” Johnson said. 
With some small exceptions, allowing gay service members to 
serve openly has not affected morale or readiness, he said. 

The next step toward full equality for gay service 
members is benefits for troops in same-sex marriages and for 

same-sex domestic partners, who are limited by federal law 
from receiving health and other benefits. 

Johnson said the Pentagon is reviewing how and whether 
to extend a myriad of benefits to them by working around the 
Defense of Marriage Act, which prohibits same-sex marriages. 

An estimated 66,000 gay and lesbian troops are on active 
duty, advocates say. The prohibition on serving openly forced 
more than 13,000 from the armed forces since the “don’t ask, 
don’t tell” policy was adopted during the Clinton 
administration. 

Tuesday’s hour-long ceremony included testimonials 
from three openly gay civilians and service members with 
varied and successful military careers: Gordon O. Tanner, 
principal deputy general counsel of the Air Force; Capt. M. 
Matthew Phelps, who serves at the Marine Corps Recruit 
Depot in San Diego; and Brenda S. “Sue” Fulton, a West Point 
graduate on the military academy’s board of visitors and 
founding board member of OutServe, a formerly clandestine 
professional association for gay service members. 

They all told personal stories of being burdened in the 
closet at work. 

“We need to be as visible as we can be,” Tanner told the 
crowd. “We have straight allies who support us. Help us be the 
bridge to our straight allies.” He acknowledged his husband of 
two years, Robert, in the audience. 

Fulton recalled how she had to hide her sexual orientation 
when she served in the Army. “The Army redacted our lives,” 
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she said. “We can have those lives now and still serve the 
country we love.” 

Perhaps the most moving account came from Phelps, who 
enlisted in the Marines in 2002 after the Sept. 11, 2001, 
terrorist attacks. He had come out to his parents at 18, but as a 
new Marine at 25, he lied to his recruiter and said he was 
straight. During a tour of Iraq in 2007, he felt distant from his 
unit when his fellow service members socialized, and realized 
how his lie was having the opposite effect it was supposed to 
have: The sense of cohesion that the military prizes so highly 
was not there for him. 

On the day last September when the repeal finally took 
effect, Phelps said he went to work and waited for the phone 
to ring. Or for a slew of e-mails to pop into his inbox. “I 
braced myself on the desk waiting for everyone to ask me if I 
was gay,” he recalled. The phone didn’t ring. His work life 
was just like anyone else’s. He felt like he was going to work 
for the first time 

Then, last week, he was invited to a White House 
reception for gay pride month. He went from being a gay man 
afraid he would be discharged to drinking champagne with his 
commander in chief, “on cocktail napkins with the presidential 
seal on them,” he said. 
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42. Gunnar Had A Lot Going For Him, But He Wasn’t Cut Out To Be A Navy Seal 
(WASHINGTON POST 27 JUN 12) ... John Kelly 

It was his curiosity that turned Gunnar into a Navy seal, 
and if, in the end, he washed out — if he didn’t have the right 
level of no-questions-asked obedience — well, those who 
knew him said he still retained a sense of calm and precision. 

And his military service got Gunnar a comfortable 
retirement, including a place to live and three square meals a 
day: herring, butterfish, a tiny sardinelike fish called capelin 
and squid. 

“He really liked squid,” Rebecca Miller said. 
Rebecca met Gunnar in 2007, in her second year as an 

animal keeper at the National Zoo. Until his death Friday at 
age 38, Gunnar lived at the zoo’s Beaver Valley. Visitors 
knew him as the big mottled gray seal who basked on an 
artificial beach and zipped through the water, propelling 
himself with powerful back-and-forth sweeps of his tail. They 
probably didn’t know that he had been drafted into the Navy 
in 1973. 

That was the year a Navy researcher in Iceland donned a 
waterproof rain suit and crawled toward a seal colony. He was 
looking for recruits for the Navy’s Marine Mammal Program. 
The program dated from 1960, when Navy scientists studied 
how dolphins moved through the water, in the hopes of 
designing better torpedoes. 

That research turned out to be a dead end, but in the 
process, the Navy realized that the dolphins’ sonar and their 
incredible intelligence might be useful. The Cold War was on, 
and all freedom-loving mammals were expected to do their 
part. 

Dolphins were trained to detect floating mines and enemy 
frogmen. In 1965, a Navy dolphin named Tuffy carried 
messages and tools to aquanauts aboard Sealab II, a research 
station 200 feet down, off La Jolla, Calif. In Project Deep Ops, 
a pilot whale and two killer whales attached a device to 
experimental anti-submarine torpedoes that lifted them from 
the Pacific floor, 1,654 feet below the surface. 

“The Day of the Dolphin,” a 1973 thriller starring George 
C. Scott, did for the Navy’s Marine Mammal Program what 
“The DaVinci Code” later did for the Catholic Church: 
convinced a lot of people that something nefarious was going 

on. In the film, dolphins are trained to attach a limpet mine to 
the president’s yacht. 

On its Web site, the Navy insists that its marine mammals 
are not used for offensive purposes: “Since dolphins cannot 
discern the difference between enemy and friendly vessels, or 
enemy and friendly divers and swimmers, it would not be wise 
to give that kind of decision authority to an animal.” 

Sea lions were added to the animal corps — they’re adept 
at tagging objects — and so, eventually, were seals. 

Sea lions are in the Otariidae family. Gray seals are in the 
Phocidae family. “Phocids have front flippers that are better at 
manipulating things,” said Daryl Boness, who, before retiring 
to Maine in 2003, was curator of marine mammals at the 
National Zoo and knew Gunnar. “[The Navy was] trying to 
train the gray seals to do tasks that sea lions could not do, 
because of the different structure of the foreflippers.” 

As the Navy researcher approached on that fateful day in 
1973, most of the seal pups warily waddled away, but some 
hung back, curious. Gunnar — pronounced “Goonahr” — was 
among them. So were Njal, another male, and Selkie, a 
female. This inquisitiveness was enough to get them drafted. 
They were captured and shipped to San Diego to begin their 
training. 

Gunnar and his comrades learned to do a few things — 
turn a wheeled valve, pick up a screwdriver — but “gray seals 
were not reliably trainable,” Daryl said. 

As Rebecca put it: “Sea lions are like dogs, and seals are 
like cats: difficult to train, stubborn and aloof.” 

So in 1979, the Navy donated the trio to the National Zoo. 
Those who knew Gunnar said he retained some of his 

training. He was comfortable around humans and would 
willingly hold still while blood was drawn, no small thing in a 
creature weighing 500 pounds. 

“He was kind of like a gentle giant,” Rebecca said. “He 
was very handsome. He just had really big, gentle eyes.” 

Njal went to the Los Angeles Zoo in 1982 and died in 
1996. That leaves Selkie — Gunnar’s mate, mother of his two 
pups — as the last veteran of the Cold War, cold water 
experiment. 
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43. Gonzalez Takes A First-Class Date To The Nationals’ Gala 
(WASHINGTON POST 27 JUN 12) ... Dan Steinberg 

Two weeks ago, Gio Gonzalez set off a minor Internet 
firestorm when he took to Twitter to find a date for the 
Nationals Dream Foundation gala at National Harbor. 

“Help Gio!!” fellow pitcher Tyler Clippard tweeted. 
“Can my boy get some love?” shortstop Ian Desmond 

asked. 
And more than a few female Nats fans seemed interested 

in helping. 
Shortly after, Gonzalez’s original tweet was deleted; turns 

out the left-hander found a suitable guest elsewhere, in the 
person of Petty Officer 1st Class Nyoka Duong. 

“I was told on Thursday afternoon that I had been 
nominated as a potential candidate to be a date for one of the 
Nationals players for the gala” on Saturday, Duong told my 
colleague, Sarah Kogod. “And then I found out Friday after 
work that I was the lucky winner.” 

Duong was nominated by her master chief petty officer 
for her work at Walter Reed National Military Medical Center, 
and Gonzalez was more than happy to make her acquaintance. 

“What she does is unbelievable,” Gonzalez told The 
Washington Post’s Adam Kilgore in a conversation about the 
night. “I told her I was honored to have her next to me. She 
was just incredible the whole time. Just the whole joy, you 
could tell she was just excited. I was happy to have her next to 
me. She was a great guest.” 

The Nationals arranged for a car to pick up Duong and 
bring her home at the end of the night. She also got to spend 
some time at Nationals Park during the day to meet Gonzalez 
ahead of time. All she needed was a dress, and she settled on a 
black-and-white strapless ball gown, which set off Gonzalez’s 
black tux and red pocket square perfectly. (Sarah wrote that 
sentence, believe it or not.) 

Duong said that the famously gregarious Gonzalez made 
her feel comfortable right away. 

“He told me I looked nice,” said Duong, who admitted 
that she was nervous. “He’s very personable and down to 
earth. I mean, what you see is what you get, in a good way. 
Just seeing the way he interacted with the fans earlier in the 
day at the ballpark, and then at night.” 

And Gonzalez seemed as pleased as his guest. 
“I thought it was unbelievable,” said Gonzalez. “I thought 

it was fun. I’m more than happy to have that. How the night 
ended, it was even better. She went home happy, I went home 
happy. It was a great event.” 

As for the disappointed masses who offered up their 
services on Twitter, Gonzalez offered a glimmer of hope. 

“I had a couple people at the event come up to me, ‘Hey, 
how come you didn’t ask me to be your date?’ I was like, 
‘Listen, we did this respectfully. Maybe next year.’ ” 
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44. MSU-UConn To Open In Germany 
(ESPN 26 JUN 12) ... Andy Katz 

Michigan State and Connecticut have agreed to play this 
year's college basketball opener at an overseas military base 
on Friday, Nov. 9, prior to Veterans Day. 

The Spartans and North Carolina played on the deck of an 
active aircraft carrier in California to tip off last season. 

Ramstein Air Base in Germany, the home of the U.S. Air 
Forces in Europe and also a North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization installation, is the proposed location, pending 
formal approval by the U.S. Department of Defense, which 
negotiated the game with ESPN programming. 

The game would start late, sometime after 10 p.m. local 
time in Germany, for an early evening East Coast start time. It 
would be televised on ESPN. 

The decision to take college basketball to an overseas 
military base is the sport's latest attempt to start the season 
with a bang, writes Eamonn Brennan. Blog 

"I asked my players if they wanted to do it and they were 
jacked," said Michigan State coach Tom Izzo. "Has a college 
team ever played a regular-season game in Europe? I don't 
think so. It will be cool. We're going to a base in another 
country. That's pretty cool." 

Izzo said that after he went to Kuwait with a coaching 
group early in the Iraq war, he found an "an incredible 
appreciation for the military." 

That's why he jumped at the chance a year ago when 
athletic director Mark Hollis pushed through the inaugural 
game on the USS Carl Vinson on Nov. 11. The game was a 
huge success with plenty of fanfare, including the presence of 
President Barack Obama and first lady Michelle Obama. 

Hollis issued a statement late Monday night to ESPN.com 
saying: "During Coach Izzo's outreach trips to visit and coach 
our troops overseas, along with our recent experience in San 
Diego aboard the USS Carl Vinson, we have all developed 
deep admiration and respect for the men and women that serve 
in our armed forces. Those troops, many the same age as our 
student-athletes, protect the freedom that we enjoy every day. 
It is our responsibility to give reflection and support to these 
men and women that currently serve and have served in the 
past. As such, we appreciate the consideration by the 
Department of Defense to allow NCAA competition to be a 
reflection of the support our entire nation feels for our troops." 

Hollis said the game would be played in front of 2,500 to 
3,000 enlisted men and women at the base. 

Hollis said he applauded ESPN for the commitment to 
programming aimed at "providing our veterans with the 
respect they deserve. Once again, Michigan State is honored to 
be a part of that programming and we look forward to sharing 
America's pride with those stationed at Ramstein in 
November." 

UConn coach Jim Calhoun said he couldn't think of a 
more appropriate place to play a game since the last official 
U.S. combat troops withdrew from Iraq in December, and the 
withdrawal of troops from Afghanistan is continuing. 

"With so many of our [servicemen and women] coming 
from the war front, it's appropriate for our kids to honor 
them," said Calhoun. "This is a great thing for us and for the 
kids, especially on Veterans Day." 

UConn was originally going to play against Arizona in 
the sequel to the UNC-Michigan State Carl Vinson game, but 
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that game fell through. Three other games that will be either 
stationed on ships or at a naval dock have been planned for 
Nov. 9, as well. Florida is set to play Georgetown in 
Jacksonville, Fla.; Ohio State takes on Marquette in 
Charleston, S.C.; and Syracuse faces San Diego State in San 
Diego. 

"We had talked about an aircraft carrier game, but it didn't 
work out and we took this opportunity," Calhoun said. "This 
will be something that our kids will remember for their 
lifetime. I hope we're doing our small part to help the with 
[servicemen and women]." 

Last November, a number of sailors told ESPN during the 
game that they appreciated the attention and the break from 
the daily grind of being at sea or sitting in dock on the ship. 

"We're playing Michigan State, it's on ESPN, and it's a 
good opportunity for this team to do something special like 
this to travel to Europe," said Calhoun. "We're doing this 
because it has a chance to be a special event." 

UConn athletic director Warde Manuel said his family has 
ties to the base and he is looking forward to going to a place 
he heard so much about growing up. 

Hollis said in his statement that he wanted to thank the 
Department of Defense for allowing "NCAA competition to 
be a reflection of the support our entire nation feels for our 
troops." 

Izzo said the Spartans will likely leave for Germany late 
on Tuesday, Nov. 6, and return Saturday afternoon on Nov. 
10, to East Lansing. The Spartans play Kansas on Tuesday, 
Nov. 13, in the second year of the Champions Classic, this 
time in Atlanta. 

Michigan State started last season by playing North 
Carolina on the Carl Vinson off Coronado Island, then flew 
home for two days before going to New York to face Duke in 

the first-ever Champions Classic. The Spartans dropped both 
games. 

"We'll play four days later, but who cares," Izzo said. 
"The players want to do it. UConn has a really good 
backcourt. We'll be a little young, but we'll have a pretty good 
team." 

The Spartans lost All-America forward and Big Ten 
Player of the Year Draymond Green to graduation, but guard 
Keith Appling returns along with a relatively deep frontcourt 
led by a recovering Branden Dawson (knee). Michigan State is 
a legitimate challenger behind Indiana for a top-two finish in 
the Big Ten. 

The Huskies can't play in the Big East tournament or 
postseason due to poor APR scores. UConn lost two 
underclassmen to the NBA draft, and three others transferred, 
including key forward Alex Oriakhi to Missouri; Oriakhi 
helped UConn win the national title in 2011. 

But the Huskies return a strong backcourt with Shabazz 
Napier and Ryan Boatright, plus they added heralded wing 
Omar Calhoun to a team that will be challenged in the 
frontcourt. 

"We've had great battles with Tommy's teams over the 
years," said Calhoun. 

Michigan State beat UConn in the 2009 Final Four 
semifinals in Detroit. UConn then defeated No. 2 Michigan 
State in the Maui Invitational in 2010, four months before the 
Huskies' run to the national title in Houston. 

"They are always physical up front, even without seeing 
them," said Calhoun. "I'm looking forward to this. We both 
consider ourselves national programs and we're going across 
the sea to Germany. It's a special thing for our [servicemen 
and women], a special game for our kids. We get to play a 
good team. There is an awful lot of good in this for all sides." 
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OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
45. U.S. Navy’s Quantity Problem 
(THE DIPLOMAT 26 JUN 12) ... James R. Holmes 

As naval technology gallops on, can fleets execute the 
same missions with fewer assets? 

Eminent people say so; I have my doubts. 
Officials like U.S. Defense Secretary Leon Panetta and 

Undersecretary of the Navy Robert Work point to scientific 
and technical advances that supposedly render numbers of 
ships and aircraft less meaningful than in bygone decades. 
Unmanned reconnaissance aircraft able to detect, classify, and 
track hostile contacts across wide sea areas and feed targeting 
information to U.S. Navy task forces represent one such 
innovation. Sea-service leaders also point out that warships 
now entering service are far more technologically advanced 
than the ones they replace. 

The message, seemingly, is that quantity no longer has 
much quality of its own. 

Yet there’s an otherworldly feel to such claims. It’s 
certainly true that each new generation of ships, warplanes, 
sensors, and weaponry is far more capable in an absolute sense 
than the generations that went before. True, but not especially 
meaningful. 

One of today’s Arleigh Burke-class Aegis destroyers, for 
example, would surely outclass an Aegis cruiser from the 

early 1980s, when that combined radar/fire-control system 
first went to sea on board USS Ticonderoga. 

So what? 
In most respects the Ticonderoga (in which I spent two 

happy months cruising the Baltic Sea in 1989) vastly 
outmatched its ancestors from Adm. Chester Nimitz’s Pacific 
Fleet, or from Adm. George Dewey’s flotilla at Manila Bay. 
Such comparisons tell us little about our prospects in battle 
today. We build against present-day competitors, not our Cold 
War, World War II, or Spanish-American War selves. 

Combat power is a relative thing, then, not an absolute 
one. We may be more capable. So are our competitors. 

The only standard that matters is how well ships, aircraft, 
and weaponry perform against today’s adversaries in today’s 
tactical setting – not on battlegrounds of yore. As prospective 
antagonists mount fiercer, more sophisticated defenses of 
offshore seas and skies, navies must keep improving just to 
keep pace with the competition. By that unforgiving standard, 
it’s far from clear that American men-of-war have vaulted past 
their predecessors. 

Furthermore, the fleet’s complexion is changing. In some 
cases, the Navy is replacing retired vessels not with like 
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vessels of new design but with lesser – and less capable – ship 
types. Speaking at the 2012 Shangri-La Dialogue last month, 
Secretary Panetta announced that the Navy will take delivery 
of forty new warships in the coming years. That sounds 
impressive. But what kinds of hulls comprise that forty? 

The single-mission Littoral Combat Ships (LCS), for 
example, aren’t descendants of the multi-mission Oliver 
Hazard Perry frigates they replace. The Perrys were built to 
perform picket duty with the battle fleet, fending off aerial, 
surface, and subsurface threats. The lightly armed LCS has 
important diplomatic and maritime-security uses. It is no 
frigate. 

This uneven shipbuilding program will dilute the fleet’s 
aggregate combat power at a time when the threat 
environment has grown increasingly stressful – witness the 
proliferation of air-independent diesel submarines, stealthy 
missile craft, antiship cruise and ballistic missiles, and other 
hardware useful for disputing U.S. access to “contested zones” 
around the world. Secretary Work’s boast that the low-end 
LCS will “kick [the] asses” of foes it encounters may be true. 
But it misleads. It’s one thing to apply a boot to the posterior 
of a pirate in a skiff, quite another to enter the lists against the 
likes of China’s People’s Liberation Army. The LCS is 
eminently qualified to do the former, but ill-suited to the latter. 

Sea power is an interactive business in which prospective 
opponents may attempt to veto U.S. actions, and increasingly 
possess the wherewithal to make their veto stick. Whether the 
United States can accomplish the same globe-spanning goals it 
has pursued for decades with fewer assets is doubtful. A 
mismatch among policy, strategy, and forces looms. 

Carl von Clausewitz advises statesmen and commanders 
to undertake campaigns in “secondary” theaters only if the 
likely gains are “exceptionally” promising, the enterprise 
contributes to success in the principal theater, and it does not 
imperil efforts in the principal theater. Only “decisive 
superiority” in the main theater justifies secondary efforts. 
Abiding by this formula requires setting priorities – namely, 
determining which zones on the map are critical and which are 
not. The corollary is that a nation should wind down military 
commitments in nonessential theaters in order to concentrate 
resources where needed most. 

But declaring that some regions or missions are more 
important than others evidently demands that global powers 
make a hard mental leap. Few and far between are leaders like 
Adm. Jacky Fisher, the British first sea lord who brought 
home – and mostly scrapped – the Royal Navy’s detached 
squadrons of gunboats and light combatants a century ago. 
Fisher’s decision freed up resources and manpower in the Far 
East and North America that the navy sorely needed to gird 
itself for its arms race with Imperial Germany. Staying ahead 
of the German High Seas Fleet, which threatened the British 
Isles, constituted the greater priority by far. 

Fin de siècle Britain pivoted homeward, largely 
evacuating U.S. and Asian waters and trusting to local powers 
to guard its interests there. It accepted risk while unloading 
foreign commitments. By contrast, I could retire comfortably 
tomorrow if I had a dollar for every time in recent weeks I’ve 
heard a U.S. official or pundit insist that Secretary of State 
Hillary Clinton’s metaphor of a “pivot” to Asia had to be 
discarded because it implied that America was turning its back 
on regions outside Asia. Hence the switch to the more neutral, 
less evocative term “rebalance.” But it’s worth rediscovering 
Clausewitz’s remorseless logic and Fisher’s clear vision and 
pugnacity. Washington ought to reacquaint itself with setting 
priorities. 

History is unkind to sea powers that invent fudge factors – 
golly-gee technology, tactical mastery, indomitable élan – to 
explain away numerical shortfalls. The interwar Imperial 
Japanese Navy had boundless faith in Japanese seafarers’ 
resolve and tactical virtuosity. Commanders talked themselves 
into believing that these intangibles would negate superior 
U.S. Navy numbers. Their navy now litters the bottom of the 
Pacific – in large part because Rosie the Riveter and her 
comrades turned out warships and merchantmen like sausages 
during World War II, overwhelming Japan with 
insurmountable numbers. Quantity does matter. Let’s not 
succumb to the sort of thinking that beguiled Tokyo in those 
fateful years. 

James Holmes is an associate professor of strategy at the 
U.S. Naval War College. 
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46. Not War, But Serious Enough 
Escalating Tension Between Turkey, Syria After Erdogan's Remarks 
(HURRIYET DAILY NEWS (TURKEY) 27 JUN 12) ... Murat Yetkin 

ISTANBUL -- Turkish Prime Minister Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan's denouncing of the al-Assad regime in Syria as a 
visible and present danger to Turkey's security, "as well as to 
his own people," marks an escalation in tension between the 
two neighbors, following Syria's downing of a Turkish 
military reconnaissance plane last week. 

Erdogan said that new rules of engagement for the 
Turkish Armed Forces had been put into effect and that every 
military activity on the Turkish border would be interpreted as 
a threat. This is the highest alert status for border troops, 
according to military experts talking to the Hurriyet Daily 
News; Turkish troops now have a license to shoot at will at 
any military border violation from the Syrian side. 

Erdogan's denouncement is a reference to the "self-
defense" clause (Article 51 of the U.N. Charter) of the United 

Nations charter, especially when read together with Turkish 
Foreign Minister Ahmet Davutoglu's letter to U.N. Secretary 
General Ban Ki-moon. 

This is the second time in recent Turkish history that it 
has made an unnamed reference to the self-defense clause, and 
the first one was against Syria too. That was on Oct. 1, 1998 
during the opening of the new legislative term of Parliament. 
Then-Turkish President Suleyman Demirel openly threatened 
Syria for its harboring of Abdullah Ocalan, the leader of the 
outlawed Kurdistan Workers' Party (PKK). That time, Egypt 
and Iran intervened and Hafez "Father" al-Assad had to 
extradite Ocalan on the sixth day. The Turkish army was put 
on alert that time, too. 

This time the situation is a bit different. The al-Assad 
regime has had trouble within the country for more than a year 
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now, and according to U.N. observers the situation has turned 
into a civil war. Turkey has already shifted its position against 
the regime from the beginning, opening its territories not only 
for refugees but also for the Syrian National Council, the main 
opposition body, and what is called the Free Syrian Army, the 
opposition's military wing that is mainly run by defecting 
former Syrian military officers. Erdogan said yesterday that 
from now on Turkey was going to give every kind of support 
to the Syrian opposition, without specifically mentioning the 
supply of weapons. 

In addition, Russia, which does not want to lose its only 
Mediterranean navy and intelligence presence in the Syrian 
port of Tartus, is backing the Syrian government, despite the 
open backing Turkey received from NATO yesterday. In a 
way, it is turning into a proxy war or a small-scale Cold War 
between the U.S. and Russia. 

It is not war yet, but the situation is tense enough. Any 
violation of the Turkish border by the Syrian military could 
end up in a hot conflict, in which global partners might be in a 
position to have to pick sides. 
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47. Foreign Policy: A Fish Story In The South China Sea 
(NPR NEWS 26 JUN 12) ... Stephanie Kleine-Ahlbrandt 

Bad weather was good news in Scarborough Shoal, a 
contested chain of rocks and reefs in the South China Sea. 
Earlier this month, Typhoon Butchoy forced a break in the 
two-month standoff between Philippine and Chinese vessels as 
diplomatic efforts faltered. For all it seemed the showdown 
was about naval power, oil resources, and China's inexorable 
rise, the Scarborough incident was really about one thing: the 
fish. 

Consider it a lesson in how a common fishing run-in can 
turn into a crisis that can bring an entire region to its knees. 
Despite the overwhelming preoccupation with the potentially 
abundant energy reserves in the South China Sea, fishing has 
emerged as a larger potential driver of conflict. Countries such 
as the Philippines and Vietnam rely on the sea as an economic 
lifeline. And China is the largest consumer and exporter of 
fish in the world. And as overfishing continues to deplete 
coastal stocks through Southeast Asia, fishermen are venturing 
out further into disputed waters. 

All this is worsening a trend of harassment, confiscation 
of catch and equipment, detention, and mistreatment of 
fishermen. Further fueling tensions is the way countries in the 
region are wielding unilateral fishing bans to assert 
jurisdiction over disputed waters under the pretext of 
environmental protection. Worryingly, the claims of 
sovereignty also serve to justify greater civilian patrols in the 
sea — opening up still more possibilities of run-ins with 
fishing vessels. And when ships go bump in the night, 
growing nationalist sentiment limits governments' ability to 
resolve the disputes and sows the seeds for future problems. 

China's uncoordinated approach significantly raises the 
risk of conflict in the region. Chinese coastal local 
governments actively encourage their fishermen to go further 
into disputed waters to enhance revenue and thereby 
government legitimacy. For example, by reducing licenses for 
smaller vessels, local governments force fishermen to upgrade 
and equip their boats with satellite navigations systems, 
allowing them to range ever-further from home — and 
immediately inform Chinese law enforcement forces in the 
event of confrontation. 

Meanwhile, several different Chinese civilian maritime 
law enforcement agencies directly compete with each other for 
budget and prominence by increasing the quality and quantity 
of their own vessels. Though less armed and less threatening 
than navy ships, civilian law enforcement ships are easier to 
deploy and engage more easily in skirmishes. This is why it is 
China's law enforcement vessels that have taken center stage 
in recent incidents, not the navy. 

Of course, Beijing has other motives. Fishing incidents 
like Scarborough allow China to assert its sovereignty claims 
by deploying civilian law enforcement vessels to defend its 
territorial claims in what is now being referred to in some 
Chinese policy circles as the "Scarborough Shoal model." And 
more are likely on the way: There is talk now in China of how 
to ensure more regular presence of law enforcement vessels in 
other disputed areas. 

As fishing grounds become the front lines for the 
underlying sovereignty disputes in the South China Sea, one 
challenge for claimant states will be to separate out resource 
competition from assertions of territorial claims. So why not 
start with the fish? Agreements between claimant countries on 
protecting fish stocks could help ensure there's fish enough for 
everyone and reduce the risk of future conflicts. 

But there is no getting around the fact that ASEAN, the 
only regional organization capable of playing a role, has been 
asleep at the helm. As Chinese and Philippine vessels stared 
each other down for more than two months, ASEAN remained 
divided. The current chair, Cambodia, keen to try to avoid 
upsetting China, blocked a statement that would have asked all 
parties to exercise restraint. The former chair, Indonesia, had 
to engage in behind-the-scenes mediation between China and 
the Philippines to try to dissolve the tension. Under 
Indonesia's chairmanship in 2011, ASEAN was finally able to 
agree to guidelines on a code of conduct for the South China 
Sea that had been under discussion for 10 years. Now, a 
binding code of conduct is under discussion that could go a 
long way toward avoiding future Scarboroughs. And that's no 
fish story. 

Stephanie Kleine-Ahlbrandt is China and Northeast Asia 
project director for the International Crisis Group. 
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48. Cargo, The Terrorists’ Trojan Horse 
(NEW YORK TIMES 27 JUN 12) ... Jerrold L. Nadler, Edward J. Markey and Bennie G. Thompson 

MILLIONS of cargo containers are unloaded from ships 
each year at American seaports, providing countless 

opportunities for terrorists to smuggle and unleash a nuclear 
bomb or weapon of mass destruction on our shores. 
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To counter this threat, Congress passed a law five years 
ago mandating that by July 2012, all maritime cargo bound for 
the United States must be scanned before it is loaded on ships. 
But the Obama administration will miss this deadline, and it is 
not clear to us, as the authors of the law, whether it ever plans 
to comply with the law. 

Over the years, terrorists have shown themselves to be 
frighteningly inventive. They have hidden explosives in 
printer cartridges transported by air and embedded explosives 
in the shoes and underwear of airline passengers. The cargo 
containers arriving on ships from foreign ports offer terrorists 
a Trojan horse for a devastating attack on the United States. 
As the Harvard political scientist Graham T. Allison has put it, 
a nuclear attack is “far more likely to arrive in a cargo 
container than on the tip of a missile.” 

But for the past five years, the Department of Homeland 
Security has done little to counter this threat and instead has 
wasted precious time arguing that it would be too expensive 
and too difficult, logistically and diplomatically, to comply 
with the law. This is unacceptable. 

An attack on an American port could cause tens of 
thousands of deaths and cripple global trade, with losses 
ranging from $45 billion to more than $1 trillion, according to 
estimates by the RAND Corporation and the Congressional 
Research Service. Anyone who doubts these estimates should 
recall the labor strike that shut down the ports of Los Angeles 
and Long Beach for 11 days in 2002. Economic losses were 
put at $6.3 billion or more. Homeland Security says it would 
cost $16 billion or more to meet the mandate, but that 
projection assumes that the department would pay to acquire, 
maintain and operate scanning equipment and related 
operations, without any offsetting fees from companies in the 
global supply chain. In contrast, Stephen E. Flynn, an expert 
in terrorism and port security at Stanford, has said a scanning 
system could be implemented in every major container port in 

the world at a cost of $1.5 billion, and that the costs could 
largely be absorbed by companies doing business at the ports. 

Homeland Security says it uses a “layered, risk-based 
approach” to cargo scanning, which, instead of comprehensive 
scanning, targets specific cargo thought to be high-risk. But 
this approach is inadequate. 

Recent advances in screening technologies have 
undermined Homeland Security’s contention that the 
technology is not available to scan all cargo containers without 
disrupting commerce. An effective high-volume container 
screening system was installed in the Port of Hong Kong in 
2005. Trials of new, American-made technology have 
demonstrated that scanning all containers would be feasible at 
many ports. The world’s largest marine terminal operators 
have offered to work with the department to put the law into 
effect. 

Cost and technology have never been the primary 
obstacles to meeting this mandate. What is missing is a sense 
of urgency and determination. 

We recognized that the scanning of 100 percent of all 
cargo containers in five years could be a challenging deadline 
to meet. That is why we included the authority to extend the 
deadline in cases in which Homeland Security certified that 
there are at least two major obstacles relating to the 
availability and accuracy of the technology, the logistics of its 
deployment and use, or impacts to trade. 

Now Homeland Security is using this authority to simply 
exempt itself from any meaningful compliance with the law 
we wrote to close a dangerous loophole in United States 
security. We have urged the department over the last five 
years to make the law a reality, to no avail. Our nation can no 
longer risk such delays. 

Jerrold L. Nadler, Edward J. Markey and Bennie G. 
Thompson are Democratic representatives from New York, 
Massachusetts and Mississippi, respectively. 
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49. Rules On Using Armed Guards To Fight Piracy 
(SINGAPORE STRAITS TIMES 27 JUN 12) ... Robert Karniol 

Amid growing frustration, the international community is 
aiming to better combat maritime piracy by establishing a set 
of clear guidelines on the shipboard deployment of privately 
contracted armed security personnel. 

In military terms, the initiative will introduce rules of 
engagement intended to ensure greater safety and security on 
the high seas. 

The International Maritime Bureau reported 439 incidents 
of piracy or armed robbery last year, with eight crew members 
killed and 802 taken hostage. The waters off Somalia 
accounted for 237 of these events, with the Gulf of Guinea on 
Africa's west coast of growing concern at 38 incidents. 

Together with lives lost or disrupted, this activity has seen 
marine insurance rates double in some regions along with 
millions more lost to ransom, time and military operations. 

This wider view is reflected in a British House of 
Commons report on maritime piracy issued earlier this year. 

'The threat is not primarily to UK ships as very few have 
been captured,' the report states. 'Rather, the threat is to the 
UK's economy and security. Piracy affects the UK's banking, 
insurance and shipping industries, and threatens the large 
volume of goods which are transported to the UK by sea.' 

The piracy issue has prompted a range of reactions from 
government and industry alike. The former include the costly 
deployment of naval vessels to shield and protect maritime 
trade, mainly in the Indian Ocean. The latter largely involve 
the adoption of guidelines known as Best Management 
Practices, which cover such things as speed, manoeuvring and 
fortified safe rooms. 

Some shipowners have gone further, controversially 
introducing armed guards under a practice replicating the 
extensive use of private security contractors in the Iraq and 
Afghanistan conflicts. 

But this has generated lively debate, with concerns raised 
that the move could breed accidents or that it simply diverts 
pirate attacks to other vessels. Some legal issues are also hazy. 

That debate appears to have been resolved with a wider 
acceptance of armed guards, and attention has now turned to 
regulating the practice through guidelines being developed for 
the International Maritime Organisation (IMO). 

The organisation is the United Nations specialised agency 
with responsibility for the safety and security of shipping, 
along with marine environmental issues. It initially 
discouraged the use of armed guards, but has more recently 
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shifted to a neutral stance, and in September, the Maritime 
Security and Piracy Working Group of its Maritime Safety 
Committee (MSC) issued four circulars providing 'further 
interim guidance' on their use. 

A more detailed regulatory framework is pending, with 
high priority given to its speedy completion. For this, the IMO 
turned, in a letter of mandate dated June 1, to the International 
Organisation for Standardisation (ISO). 

The latter is a non-governmental body bridging the public 
and private sectors, a network headquartered in Geneva with 
membership comprising the national standards institutes from 
164 countries. 

Mr Charlie Piersall, a retired U.S. Navy captain, is 
chairman of its technical committee for ships and marine 
technology. 

'We write voluntary industry standards. It's entirely up to 
governments - or to anyone, for that matter - as to whether or 
not they want to implement them,' he said in a telephone 
interview. 'It's a voluntary standard but we've got everybody 
working with us (on this) - the IMO, governments, industry 
and law enforcement agencies.' 

He convened a working group to develop this new 
regulatory standard, using the MSC circulars as their starting 
point. Feeding from a wide range of inputs, the aim is to 

provide him a 'beta' version to offer the IMO committee when 
it meets in November. 

This initial effort, known as ISO Publicly Available 
Specification 28007, should generate comments that will 
further feed the final standard. From start to finish, the 
accelerated process could take less than two years to complete. 

'We're trying to provide a useful tool for the shipping 
industry, certified by an accredited body, which governments 
can feel comfortable to cite in their own regulations,' Mr 
Piersall said. 'But the guts of enforcement rest with the flag 
states (where the ships are registered).' 

He cannot say what impact the result will have on the 
shipping, security and insurance sectors. But given the broad 
interest, he is confident of a successful implementation. 

ISO 28007 is not aimed at promoting the use of armed 
guards, he emphasised, but to instead establish clear 
guidelines for shipowners choosing that option. And for 
governments writing their own regulations and legislation. 

Neither is this an isolated initiative. 'We're working on the 
development of a Polar Code relating to maritime operations 
in polar waters,' he said. 'We're also looking at maritime wind 
farms, at the effect on marine mammals from underwater 
acoustics.' 

In other words, a clutch of well-considered standards to 
promote a smoother maritime environment. 

Return to Index 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. U.S., Australia Will Broaden Military Ties 
Pentagon wants to move forces closer to Southeast Asia 
(WASHINGTON POST 27 MAR 12) ... Craig Whitlock 

The United States and Australia are planning a major expansion of military ties, including possible drone flights from a coral atoll 
in the Indian Ocean and increased U.S. naval access to Australian ports, as the Pentagon looks to shift its forces closer to Southeast 
Asia, officials from both countries said. 

 
2. CNO Engages Naval Chiefs At DIMDEX 2012 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 27 MAR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Peter D. Lawlor, Chief of Naval Operations Public 
Affairs Office 

DOHA, Qatar—Chief of Naval Operations Adm. Jonathan Greenert attended the DIMDEX 2012 naval exhibition March 26, but 
not to shop for new weapons systems or patrol craft being sold by the 150 vendors at DIMDEX this year. Greenert’s presence was 
primarily to engage the maritime defense leadership of the more than 70 nations in attendance at the biennial event. 

 
3. Understand High Year Tenure To Maximize Your Career 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 26 MAR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Andrea Perez, Navy Personnel Command Public 
Affairs 

MILLINGTON, Tenn. -- The Navy's High Year Tenure (HYT) program is a force management tool used to size and shape the 
active-duty and Reserve enlisted force, officials said March 26. 

 
4. Navy Week Kicks Off At Arizona Science Center 
(KTVK TV PHOENIX 26 MAR 12) ... Stella Inger and Catherine Holland 

PHOENIX -- Navy Week kicked off Monday in Arizona. 
 

CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
5. Navy Ships Scheduled To Deploy Tuesday 
Iwo Jima, Gunston Hall and New York set to leave 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 26 MAR 12) 

NORFOLK, Va. - Three of the Navy's Virginia-based amphibious ships are set to deploy this week. 
 

6. USS New York, Forged With World Trade Center Steel, Will Set Sail On Tuesday 
Navy warship is heading off for her first mission 
(NEW YORK DAILY NEWS 26 MAR 12) ... Corky Siemaszko 

A new Navy warship, forged with steel from the World Trade Center, sets sail Tuesday on its first mission. 
 

7. HSM-77 Saberhawk Technicians Keep Helicopters Mission Ready 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 26 MAR 12) ... Lt. j.g. Adam Arndt, HSM-77 Public Affairs 

USS ABRAHAM LINCOLN, At Sea -- The aviation electronics technicians (ATs) of Helicopter Maritime Strike Squadron 
(HSM) 77 have maintained the squadron's helicopters at 100 percent mission capable status on their deployment aboard USS Abraham 
Lincoln (CVN 72) for the past four months. 

 
8. USS Nitze Arrives In France 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 26 MAR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Jeff Atherton, Enterprise Strike Group Public 
Affairs 

VILLEFRANCHE, France -- The Arleigh Burke class guided-missile destroyer USS Nitze (DDG 94) arrived in Villefranche, 
France March 26 for a regularly-scheduled port visit. 
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9. USS Porter Arrives In Spain 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 26 MAR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Alex R. Forster, Enterprise Carrier Strike Group 
Public Affairs 

PALMA, Spain -- The Arleigh Burke class guided-missile destroyer USS Porter (DDG 78) arrived in Palma, Spain March 26 for 
a regularly scheduled port visit. 

 
10. Hawaii-Based Marine Unit To Begin Inaugural Australia Rotation 
(NAVY TIMES 02 APR 12) ... Gidget Fuentes 

The Marine Corps will send a Hawaii-based infantry unit to Australia in April, marking the first rotation there for U.S. forces as 
part of a new military partnership between, the longtime allies. 

 

GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
11. Turkey And Norway Shut Embassies In Syria; New Shelling Is Reported In Homs 
(NEW YORK TIMES 27 MAR 12) ... Anne Barnard and Rick Gladstone 

BEIRUT, Lebanon — Turkey and Norway closed their embassies in Syria on Monday and ordered all diplomatic staff withdrawn 
in response to the government's harsh repression of the year-old uprising, as opposition activists reported a new spasm of army 
shelling in Homs, the rebellious city that Syrian security forces had proclaimed purged of insurgents just a few weeks ago. 

 
12. U.S. Says China Is Willing To Lean On North Korea 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 27 MAR 12) ... Carol Lee 

SEOUL—The White House is seeking to use China to try to establish a more productive relationship with North Korea's new 
leader, Kim Jong Eun, with President Barack Obama asking Chinese President Hu Jintao to take a sharper approach with Pyongyang. 

 
13. North Korea Gives Details Of 'Weather' Satellite Launch 
(REUTERS 27 MAR 12) ... Mick Macfie 

SEOUL - North Korea gave details for the first time of a "weather satellite" it plans to send into orbit next month, a launch the 
West sees as a disguised ballistic missile test which has prompted criticism from the reclusive state's only major ally, China. 

 
14. U.S. Seeks Missile-Defense Shields For Asia, Mideast 
(REUTERS 26 MAR 12) ... Jim Wolf 

WASHINGTON - The United States is seeking to build regional shields against ballistic missiles in both Asia and the Middle 
East akin to an emerging bulwark in Europe, a senior Pentagon official disclosed Monday. 

 
15. Obama Asks Russia For ‘Space’ On Missile Defense 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 26 MAR 12) 

SEOUL — U.S. President Barack Obama on March 26 told President Dmitry Medvedev that he had little flexibility to address 
Russia’s objections to a U.S. missile defense shield before his November re-election bid. 

 
16. U.S. Looks To Strengthen N. America Defence Ties 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 27 MAR 12) 

OTTAWA -- U.S. Defense Secretary Leon Panetta hopes to strengthen security ties with Canada and Mexico when he meets his 
counterparts on Tuesday to discuss anti-drug efforts, disaster relief and humanitarian aid. 

 
17. Arctic Military Buildup Not Cause For Concern: Think Tank 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 26 MAR 12) 

STOCKHOLM — A military buildup in the Arctic by the region’s five border states is not necessarily cause for concern, 
Stockholm think tank SIPRI said in a report published March 26. 

 
18. Somali Pirates Hijack Iran Cargo Ship In Maldives 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 26 MAR 12) 

COLOMBO — Somali pirates seized an Iranian-owned cargo ship and its 23-strong crew in the first hijacking within Maldivian 
territory, a senior security official said. 

 
19. Moscow May Help India Build Closed-Cycle Submarines 
(RIA NOVOSTI 27 MAR 12) 

NEW DELHI - Russia has offered help India build air-independent (closed cycle) propulsion systems for installation in Amur 
1650 class submarines and also to equip future possible joint Indian-Russian built vessels, Viktor Komardin, the deputy head of 
Rosoboronexport's delegation said at the Defexpo Indian defense show on Tuesday. 



 3

 
20. F-35 Uncertainty Overshadows U.K. Nuke Sub News 
(DEFENSE NEWS 26 MAR 12) ... Andrew Chuter 

LONDON — U.K. Defence Secretary Philip Hammond announced the government has awarded British contractor Babcock a 350 
million-pound ($555.6 million) deal to refit a nuclear missile submarine during a flying visit to the company’s Devonport Dockyard 
facility in Plymouth on March 26. 

 

PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
21. Single E-4s To Lose BAH 
Official: Planned cuts might save Navy $50 million a year 
(NAVY TIMES 02 APR 12) ... Mark D. Faram 

New housing rules that will force junior petty officers to stay on base to help keep the Navy's housing costs down could affect as 
many as 14,000 single E-4s. 

 
22. Navy Links Cyber Workforce Training To Commercial Certifications 
(FEDERAL NEWS RADIO 27 MAR 12) ... Jason Miller 

It's getting a little easier for the Navy's cyber workforce to prove its qualifications. 
 

23. Ortloff Named Fleet Master Chief For Europe 
(NAVY TIMES 23 MAR 12) ... Mark D. Faram 

The top enlisted sailor for 3rd Fleet was selected as fleet master chief for Naval Forces Europe and Naval Forces Africa, the Navy 
announced. 

 
24. Lawmakers Aim To Help Vets Maximize GI Bill Benefits 
(NAVY TIMES 02 APR 12) ... Rick Maze 

Concerned that the Post-9/11 GI Bill could become a target for budget cutters as the 2½-year-old program's price tag tops $17 
billion, major veterans groups are supporting consumer protection and counseling legislation aimed at ensuring that students maximize 
their benefits. 

 
25. Navy Announces Local Sea Sailor Of The Year 
(WVEC ABC NORFOLK 26 MAR 12) ... Mike Gooding 

NORFOLK -- A petty officer of the Navy who came to the U.S. not speaking English is now the Fleet Forces Command Sea 
Sailor of the Year. 

 
26. NROTC Midshipmen, Officer Candidates Hone Navigational Skills With Computer Simulator 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 25 MAR 12) ... Scott A. Thornbloom, Naval Service Training Command Public Affairs 

GREAT LAKES, Ill. -- Naval Service Training Command (NSTC), along with Naval Reserve Officers Training Corps (NROTC) 
units at universities and colleges across the country, marked four years of using a high-tech computer-based Mariner Skills Simulator 
(MSS) March 25. 

 

FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
27. All Hand (Movements) On Deck 
Devices Would Allow Sailors to Guide UAVs With Hand Signals 
(DEFENSE NEWS 25 MAR 12) ... Joshua Stewart 

An aircraft carrier’s flight deck is constantly monitored, with every launch, recovery and taxi captured on video and broadcast 
throughout the ship. But when unmanned aircraft enter the U.S. Navy fleet, an entirely new camera may be installed, and the Sailors 
moving planes around the deck will be the stars. 

 
28. U.S. Navy's Newly Launched Spacecraft Is Flying High 
(SPACEFLIGHT NOW 26 MAR 12) ... Justin Ray 

The U.S. Navy's new satellite to provide more agile communications for forces on the move has successfully maneuvered itself 
into a perch 22,300 miles above Earth and unfurled its giant umbrella-like mesh antennas. 

 
29. Navy Maintenance Yards Lack Training On New Systems, Admiral Says 
(DEFENSE DAILY 27 MAR 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

The Navy makes "little or no investment" to ensure its maintenance yards are familiar with new shipboard systems when they 
arrive to the fleet, resulting in knowledge gaps that could be addressed by bringing support personnel into the acquisition process, the 
admiral in charge of Regional Maintenance Command (RMC) said yesterday. 
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30. CANES Will Help Navy Support Floating Networks 
Project off to brisk start following award of initial contract 
(DEFENSE SYSTEMS 26 MAR 12) ... Terry Costlow 

The Navy’s plans to upgrade its shipboard communications are moving forward quickly. In February, Northrop Grumman won a 
$36.6 million contract that could expand to $637.8 million over two years if all the options are implemented. 

 
31. Think Tank Report Says U.S. Must Reinvest In Next-Gen Air Capabilities 
(DEFENSE DAILY 27 MAR 12) ... Pat Host 

The Obama administration and Congress must prioritize recapitalizing combat air capabilities to adequately support the 
president's new emphasis on the Asia-Pacific region, according to a recent report by the conservative think tank American Enterprise 
Institute. 

 
32. Navy’s Hawaii Conference To Explore Ocean Power 
(PACIFIC BUSINESS NEWS 26 MAR 12) ... Mark Abramson 

The Navy wants to bring back something similar to the ocean power buoys it tested off the coast of the Marine Corps Base 
Hawaii  at Kaneohe Bay. 

 
33. Internet Search Yields Bogus Arms Parts From China 
(REUTERS 26 MAR 12) ... Andrea Shalal-Esa 

WASHINGTON - U.S. government investigators, using a fictitious company, were able to easily find electronic parts for 
weapons from China on the Internet and every single item they bought was counterfeit, despite China's pledge to crack down on fake 
products. 

 

BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
34. Malloy, McDonnell Lobby Pentagon 
(GOVERNORS JOURNAL 26 MAR 12) ... Dean Pagani 

WASHINGTON, D.C. – Governors across the country are taking early steps to prepare for the next round of military base 
closings and realignments. A new commission on base closings is expected sometime in the next five years as efforts are made in 
Washington, D.C. to balance the federal budget, in part by reducing defense spending and building a new military based on precision 
rapid deployment. 

 
35. George Washington Hosts Spring Festival Open House 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 26 MAR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Kaitlyn R. Breitkreutz 

YOKOSUKA, Japan -- The crew of the nuclear-powered aircraft carrier USS George Washington (CVN 73) welcomed aboard 
more 11,000 guests during Commander, Fleet Activities Yokosuka's annual Spring Festival, March 25. 

 
36. Navy Opens Plush Barracks Named For WWII Hero 
John Finn Hall funded by $67 million from stimulus 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 26 MAR 12) ... Jeanette Steele 

CORONADO — When John Finn was a young Sailor serving in Coronado, barracks didn’t come with washers and dryers in the 
rooms. 

 
37. ONR And Nation's Engineers Tackle Noise At Hydroelectric Plants 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 26 MAR 12) ... Tammy J. White, Office of Naval Research 

ARLINGTON, Va. -- Using research designed to protect warfighters from noise-induced hearing loss in the naval environment, 
the Office of Naval Research has joined the Bureau of Reclamation and U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to turn down the volume at the 
nation's power plants, officials announced March 26. 

 
38. Final Environmental-Impact Statement Issued For Explosives Wharf At Bangor 
(KITSAP (WA) SUN 26 MAR 12) ... Ed Friedrich 

BANGOR — The Navy is close to getting the go-ahead to build a second explosives handling wharf for Naval Base Kitsap 
submarines. 

 
39. Shipyard Union Sues, Saying Navy Took Over 'Co-Op' 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 27 MAR 12) ... Bill Sizemore 

NORFOLK -- A union at Norfolk Naval Shipyard is suing the government in two federal courts, alleging that the Navy 
fraudulently took over an employee-owned food-service cooperative without compensating the workers. 
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40. Cuts Could Kill Buildup 
Analysts fear impact of federal 'sequestration' 
(GUAM PACIFIC DAILY NEWS 27 MAR 12) ... Paul C. Barton 

WASHINGTON -- The budget hammer known as "sequestration" would force abandonment of plans to move U.S. Marines from 
Okinawa to Guam, regardless of any progress made with Japan over basing issues, some defense analysts say. 

 

NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
41. AF-Navy Collaborate To Find Answers On Hypoxia 
Units are working to solve a ‘common issue’ for military pilots. 
(DAYTON DAILY NEWS 25 MAR 12) ... Barrie Barber 

WRIGHT-PATTERSON AIR FORCE BASE — The Air Force and the Navy have combined research into a perplexing problem 
that may have vexed both services in the skies. 

 
42. Losing Bidder Protests Medical Provider Switch 
Longtime contractor says Defense decision puts military at risk 
(WASHINGTON POST 27 MAR 12) ... Steve Vogel 

The Department of Defense's recent decision to change the longtime contractor responsible for providing health care to 2.9 
million Tricare military beneficiaries in the western United States poses a risk to military health care, the losing bidder charged 
Monday. 

 
43. Half Of Senior NCOs To Face Separation Boards 
(ARMY TIMES 26 MAR 12) ... Jim Tice 

Fifty percent of the Army’s senior noncommissioned officers will be considered for possible involuntary separation by boards that 
meet over the next several months. 

 

OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
44. BAH Cuts Make Sense 
(NAVY TIMES 02 APR 12) ... Editorial 

There are worse ways for the Navy to save money than to fill unused barracks space with newly advanced third class petty 
officers. 

 
45. Corporate America's Military Opportunity 
Veterans offer companies the grit and skills needed to succeed. 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 27 MAR 12) ... Ann Curry 

In his State of the Union address this January, President Obama rang a bell that is still sounding 10 years after our wars began in 
Afghanistan and Iraq. "At a time when too many of our institutions have let us down, they exceed all expectations," he said about our 
men and women in uniform. "They're not consumed with personal ambition. They don't obsess over their differences. They focus on 
the mission at hand. They work together. Imagine what we could accomplish if we followed their example." 

 
46. Hearings Show Our Dependence On Military Space Technology 
(WASHINGTON POST 27 MAR 12) ... Walter Pincus 

The United States may be falling behind in transportation, education and health care down here on Earth, but its military 
infrastructure is certainly way ahead when it comes to imagery and communications satellites armed with defensive and offensive 
capabilities out there in space. 

 
47. ASEAN Floundering Over Sea Code Of Conduct 
(JAPAN TIMES 26 MAR 12) ... Mark Valencia 

KUALA LUMPUR — A rash of run-ins between China and rival Southeast Asian claimants to maritime space and islands in the 
South China Sea has prompted intensified negotiations on a formal code of conduct (CoC). 

 

BBLLOOGGSS::  
48. EXCERPTS FROM BLOGS AROUND THE WORLD 
(PUBLISHED 23 – 26 MAR 12) 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. U.S., Australia Will Broaden Military Ties 
Pentagon wants to move forces closer to Southeast Asia 
(WASHINGTON POST 27 MAR 12) ... Craig Whitlock 

The United States and Australia are planning a major 
expansion of military ties, including possible drone flights 
from a coral atoll in the Indian Ocean and increased U.S. naval 
access to Australian ports, as the Pentagon looks to shift its 
forces closer to Southeast Asia, officials from both countries 
said. 

The moves, which are under discussion but have drawn 
strong interest from both sides, would come on top of an 
agreement announced by President Obama and Prime Minister 
Julia Gillard in November to deploy up to 2,500 U.S. Marines 
to Darwin, on Australia’s northern coast. 

The talks are the latest indicator of how the Obama 
administration is rapidly turning its strategic attention to Asia 
as it winds down a costly decade of war in Afghanistan and 
Iraq. The U.S. government is finalizing a deal to station four 
warships in Singapore and has opened negotiations with the 
Philippines about boosting its military presence there. To a 
lesser degree, the Pentagon is also seeking to upgrade military 
relations with Thailand, Vietnam, Malaysia, Indonesia and 
Brunei. 

Although U.S. officials say the regional pivot is not aimed 
at any single country, analysts said it is a clear response to a 
rising China, whose growing military strength and assertive 
territorial claims have pushed other Asian nations to reach out 
to Washington. 

The Pentagon is reviewing the size and distribution of its 
forces in northeast Asia, where they are concentrated on Cold 
War-era bases in Japan and South Korea. The intent is to 
gradually reduce the U.S. military presence in those countries 
while enhancing it in Southeast Asia, home to the world’s 
busiest shipping lanes and to growing international 
competition to tap into vast undersea oil and gas fields. 

“In terms of your overall influence in the Asia-Pacific 
zone, the strategic weight is shifting south,” said a senior 
Australian official who spoke on the condition of anonymity 
to discuss the military talks. “Australia didn’t look all that 
important during the Cold War. But Australia looks much 
more important if your fascination is really with the Southeast 
Asian archipelago.” 

Australia is a long-standing ally of the United States, and 
one of its closest partners in intelligence and military matters. 
More than 20,000 Australian troops spent time in Iraq between 
2003 and 2009. About 1,500 Australian troops are now in 
Afghanistan as part of the NATO-led coalition. 

An official interim review of Australia’s military basing 
structure recently concluded that the chances of the country 
coming under direct military attack are “currently remote.” 

But it urged the government to strengthen its forces along 
the northern and western coasts, near where most of its 
mineral wealth is concentrated and where its defenses are 
relatively sparse. Australia is blessed with an abundance of 
natural resources and has become China’s leading supplier of 
coal and iron ore. 

The strategic review also advises the government to tailor 
its basing plans by considering U.S. security interests. 

For instance, the review urges a major expansion of the 
Stirling naval base in Perth, its primary port in western 
Australia, noting that the installation “could also be used for 
deployments and operations in Southeast Asia and the Indian 
Ocean by the U.S. Navy.” 

Specifically, the review suggests that Stirling be upgraded 
in part so it could service U.S. aircraft carriers, other large 
surface warships and attack submarines. 

Australian officials said a decision about Stirling’s future 
is not imminent, but the Pentagon’s interest has intensified 
recently. Navy Secretary Ray Mabus is scheduled to visit 
Perth and Darwin this month, following up on a February visit 
to Australia by Adm. Mark Ferguson, the vice chief of naval 
operations. 

“The Australians have been one of our oldest, strongest 
allies,” Mabus said in an interview. “It’s fair to say that we 
will always take an interest in what the Australians are doing 
and want to do.” 

Perth’s drawback is its isolation. It is about 2,400 miles 
south of Singapore, and 1,600 miles southwest of Darwin. But 
Pentagon officials say they are looking at the location because 
it could give the Navy a sorely needed place to refuel, re-equip 
and repair ships on the Indian Ocean. 

“Australia is the only ally that we have on the Indian 
Ocean,” said a senior U.S. defense official, who spoke on the 
condition of anonymity to discuss strategic planning. “We see 
the Indian Ocean as an area that we need to spend a little more 
time on, where we have fewer well developed relations with 
countries, compared to the western Pacific.” 

Elsewhere in the Indian Ocean, the United States operates 
a key joint naval and air base on the British island territory of 
Diego Garcia, about 1,000 miles south of the tip of India. But 
U.S. officials said operations are crowded, with little room to 
expand. In addition, the base’s future is uncertain; the U.S. 
lease will expire in 2016. 

Partly as a result, U.S. officials are eyeing another coral 
atoll 1,700 miles to the east: the Cocos Islands, a remote 
Australian territory. 

U.S. and Australian officials said the atoll could be an 
ideal site not only for manned U.S. surveillance aircraft but for 
Global Hawks, an unarmed, high-altitude surveillance drone. 
The U.S. Navy is developing a newer version of the Global 
Hawk, known as the Broad Area Maritime Surveillance drone, 
or BAMS, that is scheduled to become operational in 2015. 
Aircraft based in the Cocos would be well-positioned to 
launch spy flights over the South China Sea. 

Pentagon officials said they are intrigued by the potential 
offered by Perth and the Cocos Islands, as well as another 
Australian proposal to build a new fleet base at Brisbane, on 
the east coast. But U.S. officials cautioned that nothing has 
been decided. 

They also emphasized that the U.S. military is interested 
in operating only as a guest and is not seeking to develop its 
own bases. 
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Peter Leahy, a former Australian army chief, said the 
agreement to deploy U.S. Marines in Darwin is the first step as 
the military partnership expands. 

“I think the discussions are well advanced and will lead to 
quite substantial arrangements,” said Leahy, now director of 
the National Security Institute at the University of Canberra. 
“Marines are important and I love them dearly, but the 
decisive plays in this region will come from the Navy and Air 
Force.” 

Hugh White, a former Australian defense official, said 
that the Australian security alliance with the United States is 
essential but that Beijing could perceive the moves as too 
bellicose. 

“This is all about China, of course,” said White, a 
professor of strategic studies at Australian National University 
in Canberra. “Australia is in a very complicated position in 

this. None of us want to live in an Asia dominated by China, 
but none of us want to have an adversarial relationship with 
China.” 

In November, some influential Chinese voices criticized 
the deal to bring Marines to Darwin, with the state-run 
People’s Daily warning that Australia could be “caught in the 
crossfire” if it allowed the U.S. military to harm China’s 
interests. 

Australian officials have played down such talk as 
predictable rhetoric. 

“From our point of view, we want the Chinese not to be 
sensitive,” said the senior Australian official. “But having said 
that, they also understand that the relationship between the 
United States and Australia predates any American concern 
with them. China accepts that Australia does things with the 
U.S.” 
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2. CNO Engages Naval Chiefs At DIMDEX 2012 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 27 MAR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Peter D. Lawlor, Chief of Naval Operations Public 
Affairs Office 

DOHA, Qatar—Chief of Naval Operations Adm. 
Jonathan Greenert attended the DIMDEX 2012 naval 
exhibition March 26, but not to shop for new weapons systems 
or patrol craft being sold by the 150 vendors at DIMDEX this 
year. Greenert’s presence was primarily to engage the 
maritime defense leadership of the more than 70 nations in 
attendance at the biennial event. 

“This is a means for us to get together with international 
industry and defense industry to see what we need,” Greenert 
remarked on the overall role of DIMDEX. “It’s a great 
opportunity for me to meet with my fellow heads of Navy who 
gather here and talk about the future—what we think is 
important and where we think future opportunities may 
present themselves.” 

Greenert met with several heads of Navy from the region 
to talk about strategic alignment to promote increased 
maritime security and counter-terrorism measures in the 
region to eliminate common threats such as piracy and 
smuggling. 

Greenert said he was grateful to the nation and people of 
Qatar for being such gracious hosts and for organizing such an 
important event that gathers representatives from all of the 
Gulf States at the same time. 

“Coalitions are so important,” Greenert said. “Building 
partnership capacity is also very important, particularly in this 
region.” 

This year’s iteration of DIMDEX or Doha International 
Maritime Defense Exhibition marked the 3rd annual 
exhibition. 

U.S. Navy Chief Applauds DIMDEX 
(DIMDEX DAILY NEWS 27 MAR 12) 
America’s top Sailor, Admiral Jon Greenert spoke of his 

appreciation of the DIMDEX 2012 exhibition because “it 
focuses on the common needs of navies, large and small.” 

Speaking to the Daily News immediately after the 
Opening Ceremony, the Chief of Naval Operations also 
commented on the warm reception given by the Qatari people 
to U.S. and other allied naval personnel. 

“Qatar is terrific supporter of all our endeavours to bring 
peace and security to the region,” he added. He also spoke of 
the geography of the Gulf, which means that Qatar is a 
strategic nation. 

Broadcast Clip -- Interview With Adm. Greenert 
(AL JAZEERA 26 MAR 12) Imran Khan 
View Clip 

Return to Index 
 

3. Understand High Year Tenure To Maximize Your Career 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 26 MAR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Andrea Perez, Navy Personnel Command Public 
Affairs 

MILLINGTON, Tenn. -- The Navy's High Year Tenure 
(HYT) program is a force management tool used to size and 
shape the active-duty and Reserve enlisted force, officials said 
March 26. 

HYT sets the maximum number of years an enlisted 
Sailor may serve based on rank before he or she must advance, 
separate or if eligible, retire. 

"High Year Tenure assists in force management by 
limiting the number of years a Sailor may serve without 
showing professional growth via the advancement system," 
said Senior Chief Personnel Specialist John Gigliotti, Navy 

Total Force Policy Advancement Planning for HYT Policy, 
Office of the Chief of Naval Operations. 

By limiting how long Sailors can remain in the Navy, the 
HYT program increases advancement opportunity for high-
performing Sailors across paygrades and Length of Service 
(LOS). 

"HYT policy recognizes Sailor performance by separating 
Sailors who have not advanced after a set amount of time," 
said Gigliotti. This gives other Sailors who are performing at 
or above Navy standards better advancement opportunities, 
because the Navy advances Sailors to fill openings in the next 
higher rank. Actively working towards advancement to the 
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next higher pay grade is critical, because advancing is the only 
way a Sailor can maximize the length of their career." 

The following HYT LOS gates have been established 
based on pay grade: 

 E1/E2 - Active-duty/Full-Time Support (FTS), 4 
years; Reserve, 6 years; 

 E3 - Active-duty/FTS, 5 years; Reserve, 10 years; 

 E4 - Active-duty/FTS, 8 years; Reserve, 12 years; 

 E5 - Active-duty/FTS, 14 years; Reserve, 20 years; 

 E6 - Active-duty/FTS, 20 years; Reserve, 22 years; 

 E7 - Active-duty/FTS/Reserve, 24 years; 

 E8 - Active-duty/FTS/Reserve, 26 years; 

 E9 - Active-duty/FTS/Reserve, 30 years. 

Command master chiefs may exceed 30 years of service 
with certain provisions, according to Gigliotti. 

Continuing beyond 30 years isn't associated with the 
advancement system like E1 to E9, but it is associated with 
incentivizing professional growth and increased responsibility 
for senior enlisted leaders in command leadership positions for 
flag/general officers. 

Officers are not subject to HYT, but instead limited to 
statutory service limits by paygrade. In addition, the Navy 
uses other force-shaping initiatives to manage the officer 
community, including the Selective Early Retirement Board 
and Probationary Officer Continuation and Redesignation 
Boards. 

HYT waiver requests are considered on a case-by-case 
basis for approval. Requests to continue beyond a Sailor's 
current HYT date in support of an urgent and immediate 
operational requirement, in a deployed or soon to be deployed 
unit, or in an undermanned rating have the best chance of 
being approved. 

All waiver requests for active-duty and Reserve Sailors 
must arrive at Navy Personnel Command (NPC) ten months 
prior to the service member's HYT date. 

Gigliotti encourages Sailors to take advantage of every 
advancement opportunity possible. Command Career 
Counselors can advise Sailors on what's required to be 
advancement eligible, show them how to study and assist them 
with getting the study material they need for their rate and pay 
grade. 

MILPERSMAN 1160-120 is a revision of the HYT policy 
that will incorporate both active-duty and Reserve policy, and 
will be effective July 1, 2012. 

For more information, visit the HYT Web Page on the 
NPC website at 
www.npc.navy.mil/CAREER/RESERVEPERSONNELMGM
T/ENLISTED/Pages/HYT.aspx or call the NPC Customer 
Service Center at 1-866-U-ASK-NPC or 1-866-827-5672. 

Ensuring Sailors are fully aware of the issues that affect 
their careers is an important element of the continuum of 
service area of the 21st Century Sailor and Marine initiative 
which consolidates a set of objectives and policies, new and 
existing, to maximize Sailor and Marine personal readiness, 
build resiliency and hone the most combat-effective force in 
the history of the Department. 
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4. Navy Week Kicks Off At Arizona Science Center 
(KTVK TV PHOENIX 26 MAR 12) ... Stella Inger and Catherine Holland 

PHOENIX -- Navy Week kicked off Monday in Arizona. 
Phoenix is one of 15 cities across the nation picked for the 

event. The Navy says it chose cities that don’t have a strong 
Navy presence. The goal is to educate the community about 
the Navy. 

All week long, there are different events set up throughout 
the Valley. 

"During Phoenix Navy Week, we will conducts more than 
50 outreach events here in Phoenix metropolitan area, sharing 
the Navy story and showcasing our Sailors with Arizonans," 
said Rear Admiral Scott Sanders."The goal of this program is 
to give the public an up-close look at the men and women of 
the U.S. Navy serving throughout the world and the jobs they 
do." 

The Navy plans to include the following elements in 
Phoenix Navy Week 2012: 

 “Leap Frogs,” The Navy Parachute Team 

 Sailors from USS Constitution, the oldest 
commissioned warship afloat in the world 

 Navy Band musical performances 

 Admirals and other senior Navy leaders, who will 
engage with local corporate, civic, government and 
education leaders 

 Sailors from the namesake frigate USS Ford (FFG 
54) 

 Navy Explosive Ordnance Disposal Team 

 Navy simulator and other interactive displays 

 Visits to area schools 

 Community service projects and events with local 
sports franchises 

 Visits with local veterans 

Navy divers spent Monday in the Navy Diving 
Demonstration Tank outside of the Arizona Science Center 
located at 600 E. Washington St. in Phoenix. 

For more information about Navy Week events, visit 
www.navyweek.org/phoenix2012. 

Phoenix Navy Week runs through March 31. 
Other cities hosting a Navy Week in 2012 are: New 

Orleans; Nashville, Tenn.; Spokane, Wash.; Baltimore; 
Boston; Sacramento, Calif.; Sioux Falls, S.D.; Milwaukee; 
Chicago; Toledo, Ohio; Cleveland; Detroit, Mich.: Buffalo, 
N.Y.; and Houston. 

View Clip (RT: 5:10) 
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CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
5. Navy Ships Scheduled To Deploy Tuesday 
Iwo Jima, Gunston Hall and New York set to leave 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 26 MAR 12) 

NORFOLK, Va. - Three of the Navy's Virginia-based 
amphibious ships are set to deploy this week. 

Thousands of Sailors aboard the Iwo Jima, Gunston Hall 
and New York are to depart Tuesday from Norfolk Naval 
Station and Joint Expeditionary Base Little Creek for a tour 
that will last at least six months. 

The ships will patrol the Navy's Fifth and Sixth Fleet 
areas, which include parts of Europe, Africa and the Middle 
East. 

Accompanying the Sailors will be the 24th Marine 
Expeditionary Unit, based at Camp Lejeune, N.C., on the 
deployments, which the Navy says are part of the regular 
rotation of forces. 

Broadcast Clip - Navy Ships Scheduled To Deploy 
Tuesday 

(WAVY NBC NORFOLK 26 MAR 12) 
Capt. Mark H. Scovill, CO IWO ARG discusses the 

deployment. 
View Clip (RT: 0:42) 
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6. USS New York, Forged With World Trade Center Steel, Will Set Sail On Tuesday 
Navy warship is heading off for her first mission 
(NEW YORK DAILY NEWS 26 MAR 12) ... Corky Siemaszko 

A new Navy warship, forged with steel from the World 
Trade Center, sets sail Tuesday on its first mission. 

The aptly-named USS New York will carry 7.5 tons of 
steel from the Twin Towers in her bow stern, when it sets off 
from port in Norfolk, Va. 

It’s being deployed as part of the Iwo Jima Amphibious 
Ready Group and heading for the Navy’s “5th and 6th Fleet 
areas of operation,” the military said. 

That includes parts of Europe, Africa and the Middle 
East, according to the Associated Press. 

The $1 billion ship, which carries a crew of about 360 
Sailors, is skippered by Cmdr. William Herrmann. 

Herrmann is from Montville, Conn., and helped clean-up 
the aftermath of the deadly 1996 TWA Flight 800 crash off 
Long Island when he worked for the National Response 
Corporation, according to his Navy bio. 

The main job of warships like the one Herrmann is 
helming is to carry warriors into battle, but they’re also used 
to recover downed helicopters and perform other tasks. 

The USS New York was built in Avondale, La. and 
commissioned in 2009. 
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7. HSM-77 Saberhawk Technicians Keep Helicopters Mission Ready 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 26 MAR 12) ... Lt. j.g. Adam Arndt, HSM-77 Public Affairs 

USS ABRAHAM LINCOLN, At Sea -- The aviation 
electronics technicians (ATs) of Helicopter Maritime Strike 
Squadron (HSM) 77 have maintained the squadron's 
helicopters at 100 percent mission capable status on their 
deployment aboard USS Abraham Lincoln (CVN 72) for the 
past four months. 

The Saberhawks of HSM-77 fly the Sikorsky MH-60R 
Seahawk, housed with an array of sophisticated sensors and 
mission systems. These systems, which include secure 
cryptographic radio, satellite and data communications, 
forward-looking infrared (FLIR) imaging and state-of-the-art 
airborne low-frequency sonar (ALFS), support HSM-77's 
primary missions of surface warfare (ASuW) and anti-
submarine warfare (ASW) in the U.S. 5th Fleet area of 
responsibility (AOR). 

"In order for us to successfully execute our primary 
missions, our aircraft must be 100 percent mission capable, 
and our aviation electronic technicians play a critical role in 
ensuring our aircraft combat readiness," said Cmdr. Brent 
Gaut, commanding officer of HSM-77. "Our platform and its 
mission systems are AT-intensive; it is crucial our ATs 
maintain a robust level of knowledge and subject matter 
expertise in order to effectively address time-critical 
malfunctions." 

Since deploying in early December 2011 with embarked 
Carrier Air Wing (CVW) 2, HSM-77 has already flown more 

than 450 sorties from Lincoln and navigated through the Strait 
of Hormuz numerous times, while also supporting Operation 
Enduring Freedom (OEF) in the Arabian Sea. Of those flights, 
none have been cancelled due to mission system failures. 

This execution is due in large part to the level of 
knowledge and expertise that ATs embody. With backgrounds 
that range from technical training in the fields of basic 
electrical theory and advanced aviation electronics to prior 
experience on various other aviation platforms like the SH-
60B Seahawk, F/A-18 Hornet, and P-3 Orion, HSM-77 ATs 
are able to quickly and efficiently address issues that arise in 
the fast-paced military environment. 

"AT's are a rare breed. Few can match their intelligence, 
work ethic and contribution in our ability to complete our 
mission," said Lt. Naotomo Gibson, AT division officer. 

It is not uncommon for a mission system to degrade or 
have issues during a flight, thus handicapping the aircraft in 
executing its mission. However, the aforementioned level of 
expertise exhibited by ATs has allowed them to troubleshoot 
and address these issues within narrow windows of time, 
bringing the helicopter back to full mission capability and 
allowing air operations to continue seamlessly. 

"I have worked on many other naval aircraft, but the MH-
60R has the added advantage of instant satisfaction upon 
fixing a problem," said Aviation Electronics Technician 1st 
Class Charles Cisneros. "When you have less than 15 minutes 
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to determine the nature of a problem and to be able to address 
it as well, bringing the system back up to its full capability and 
allowing the helicopter to re-launch and continue its mission, 
you know you made that happen and were a part of something 
big." 

HSM-77, CVW 2, and Lincoln are part of the Abraham 
Lincoln Carrier Strike Group (ALCSG), which also includes 

the guided-missile cruiser USS Cape St. George (CG 71) and 
Destroyer Squadron (DESRON) 9 ships USS Momsen (DDG 
92) and USS Sterett (DDG 104). 

ALCSG is deployed to the U.S. 5th Fleet AOR 
conducting maritime security operations, theater security 
cooperation efforts and support missions as part of OEF. 
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8. USS Nitze Arrives In France 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 26 MAR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Jeff Atherton, Enterprise Strike Group Public 
Affairs 

VILLEFRANCHE, France -- The Arleigh Burke class 
guided-missile destroyer USS Nitze (DDG 94) arrived in 
Villefranche, France March 26 for a regularly-scheduled port 
visit. 

The visit serves to continue U.S. 6th Fleet efforts to build 
global maritime partnerships with European nations and 
improve maritime safety and security in the region. 

"We believe that regularly-scheduled port visits to our 
allies in the Mediterranean region increase our ability to work 
together for mutual prosperity and enhanced maritime 
security," said Cmdr. Christopher Nerad, Nitze's commanding 
officer. 

"We are going to Villefranche to strengthen relationships 
between France and the U.S.," said Master Chief Bill 
Arbuckle, Nitze's command master chief. "It will also give our 
Sailors a chance to see new places and to see some French 
culture." 

While in port, the officers and crew will meet with local 
officials, host a tour of the ship for the U.S. Navy league, play 
sports with local teams and help maintain a local World War II 
U.S. cemetery. 

"We will be cleaning and maintaining the cemetery," said 
Nerad. "We will be paying our respects and assuring that, for 
many years to come, it will be a place that people can come to 
remember the sacrifices of those who went before us." 

This port visit also serves as an opportunity for the crew 
to soak in the French culture. 

"The crew will be able to gain an appreciation for the 
historical and cultural significance of the area," said Nerad. 
"They will be able to relax and enjoy all that Villefranche has 
to offer." 

Nitze is conducting this port visit as part of a scheduled 
deployment to the U.S. 6th Fleet area of responsibility. 
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9. USS Porter Arrives In Spain 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 26 MAR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Alex R. Forster, Enterprise Carrier Strike Group 
Public Affairs 

PALMA, Spain -- The Arleigh Burke class guided-missile 
destroyer USS Porter (DDG 78) arrived in Palma, Spain 
March 26 for a regularly scheduled port visit. 

The visit serves to continue U.S. 6th Fleet efforts to build 
global maritime partnerships with European nations and 
improve maritime safety and security in the region. 

"Palma is a great scheduled port visit for us. It's a good 
place to experience Spanish culture, and a way for our 
countries and militaries to gain a better understanding about 
each other," said Cmdr. Martin F. Arriola, Porter's 
commanding officer. 

Upon pulling into Palma, the commanding officer, 
executive officer, and the command master chief paid an 
official visit to Capt. Jose Maria Lavilla Llano, commander-
in-chief, naval sector Balearic Islands. 

The ship also plans to host a dinner reception on the flight 
deck for local female leaders in the local police force, 
government, military, and justice department. 

Static displays will be staged to highlight some of the 
equipment used in the conduct of maritime security 
operations, force protection, and damage control. 

"Port visits like this strengthen relations with the host 
country and the U.S.," said Master Chief Michael Kelly, 
Porter's command master chief. 

While in port, the officers and crew will meet with local 
officials, host a tour of the ship for Spanish officials, play 
sports with local teams and help reforest a region of the island 
recently devastated by fires. 

"It's a great chance for our Sailors to get out see the local 
culture and provide assistance at the same time," said Cmdr. 
Jennifer Couture, the ship's executive officer. "Our goal is to 
make a positive impact in the local community, and this is an 
excellent way to do so." 

The port visit also offers a wide variety of historical 
buildings and sites for the crew to visit. 

"Everyone on board has heard a lot about the culture and 
sights of Palma de Mallorca, and being here will give them a 
chance to relax and recharge," said Kelly. 

Porter is conducting this port visit as part of a scheduled 
deployment to the U.S. 6th Fleet area of responsibility. 
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10. Hawaii-Based Marine Unit To Begin Inaugural Australia Rotation 
(NAVY TIMES 02 APR 12) ... Gidget Fuentes 

The Marine Corps will send a Hawaii-based infantry unit 
to Australia in April, marking the first rotation there for U.S. 

forces as part of a new military partnership between, the 
longtime allies. 
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Members of Fox Company, 2nd Battalion; 3rd Marines, 
will arrive at Robertson Barracks in Darwin within the 'next 
few weeks, a Marine official in Washington told navy Times. 
'The unit, based in Kaneohe Bay, will include up to 200 
personnel. They will accompany the entire battalion to 
Okinawa, Japan, before breaking off and heading on to 
Australia, the official said on condition of anonymity, citing 
the sensitivity of U.S troop movement through Japan. 

"This is the building of the Australia MAGTF rotational 
deployments," the Marine official said, referring to the plan 
announced by President Obama in November to establish a 
Marine air-ground task force that will cycle through 
Australia's Northern Territory for six months at a time. By 
2016, this company-sized force will grow to about 2,500 
Marines and sailors, officials have said. 

Home to the Australian army's 1st Brigade, Darwin is a 
city of about 80,000 located along the Timor Sea. Marines and 
Fleet Marine Force sailors will spend several months at the 
nearby Bradshaw and Mount Bundy training ranges, which 
feature live-fire and maneuver areas, according to a report 
published March 19 in The Australian, a national daily 
newspaper. 

The agreement with Australia calls for U.S. access to 
other training space as well, along with airfields and ports that 

can accommodate U.S. aircraft and naval vessels. Australia is 
in the midst of building a small amphibious fleet with air and 
landing craft capabilities and developing forces and doctrine 
for amphibious operations. 

While details haven't been announced, Marines may train 
alongside Australian troops in exercises around the region. 

Fox Company's Australia tour coincides with the Marine 
Corps' renewed focus on the Pacific and a plan announced in 
mid-March to restart regular six-month unit rotations to 
Okinawa and main land Japan. Known as the Unit 
Deployment Program, or UDP, these tours were routine for 
Marine infantry and aviation units based in the continental 
U.S. and Hawaii, but they slowed significantly starting in 
2005 as forces were diverted to Iraq and Afghanistan. 

It's unclear what's in store for the rest of the Hawaii 
battalion during its UDP tour. However, as part of this 
program, rotating units often participate in exercises around 
Asia and the South Pacific. A handful of engagements are 
scheduled during the coming months, including Exercise 
Balikatan in the Philippines. 

The U.S. and Japanese governments are working to 
reduce the Marine Corps' permanent foot print in Okinawa by 
about 8,000 personnel. Plans call for shifting those troops to 
Guam, Hawaii and other areas around the Pacific. 
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GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
11. Turkey And Norway Shut Embassies In Syria; New Shelling Is Reported In Homs 
(NEW YORK TIMES 27 MAR 12) ... Anne Barnard and Rick Gladstone 

BEIRUT, Lebanon — Turkey and Norway closed their 
embassies in Syria on Monday and ordered all diplomatic staff 
withdrawn in response to the government's harsh repression of 
the year-old uprising, as opposition activists reported a new 
spasm of army shelling in Homs, the rebellious city that 
Syrian security forces had proclaimed purged of insurgents 
just a few weeks ago. 

The developments came as Syrian state media suggested 
for the first time that parliamentary elections set for May 7 
would be delayed, as the government slapped new 
international travel restrictions on all Syrian men of 
conscription age, and as a member of a United Nations 
commission investigating rights abuses in the Syria conflict 
said she had resigned because of the government’s refusal to 
allow the panel access inside the country. 

Taken together, the news suggested that Syria was 
heading deeper into mayhem, diplomatic isolation and 
uncertainty, even as Kofi Annan, the former United Nations 
secretary general who is trying to halt the hostilities with 
diplomacy, reported that President Bashar al-Assad’s 
government had formally responded to his cease-fire plan. No 
details on Mr. Assad’s response were immediately released. 

The decision by Turkey and Norway to close their 
embassies in Damascus was not unexpected, given the 
growing number of other countries, including the United 
States and members of the Arab League, that have taken that 
step. But Turkey’s decision was considered especially 
significant because of that country’s 550-mile border with 
Syria and growing antipathy toward Mr. Assad, whom it once 
considered a friend. 

Turkey is now home to at least 17,000 refugees from the 
Syrian conflict, is host to the Syrian exiled opposition and will 
be holding a “Friends of Syria” meeting of anti-Assad 
governments in a few days on how to bring an end to the 
conflict, the longest of the Arab Spring uprisings so far. 

On Sunday, officials from Turkey and the United States 
said they planned to provide nonlethal aid, including 
communications equipment and medical supplies, to 
opposition groups inside Syria. American officials said some 
aid from the United States had already been sent, a disclosure 
that was bound to irritate Russia, a supplier to Mr. Assad. 

In Homs, the central city that was shelled during most of 
February and early March by government forces intent on 
crushing insurgent cells there, activists reported by Skype that 
another stretch of shelling, which began last week, intensified 
on Monday, hitting an older neighborhood with historic 
mosques and churches. “The regime doesn’t care about 
history,” said an activist who identified himself as Khalid 
Abou Salah. 

Video posted by activists showed what appeared to be 
flames and thick black smoke rising from at least two areas of 
Homs. The Local Coordination Committees, an opposition 
group, said nine people had been killed in the fighting in 
Homs on Monday in addition to 10 others elsewhere in the 
country. 

The official Syrian Arab News Agency reported that 
government forces stormed a “den of terrorists” near the 
restive southern city of Dara’a on Sunday and foiled what it 
said was an attempt to blow up a bridge on the Damascus-
Dara’a highway. State-controlled news media routinely refer 
to the government’s armed foes, including army defectors, as 
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terrorists. The news agency showed photographs of what it 
said were large barrels packed with explosives under the 
bridge supports. Opposition activists said three people died in 
fighting there on Monday. 

The news agency also reported Monday that members of 
Syria’s legislature had asked Mr. Assad to reconsider the May 
7 election date, which was widely seen as farcical when he 
announced it on March 13 in the midst of violent instability 
across the country. In a further sign of the sense of crisis in 
Syria, residents reached by telephone confirmed a report in 
Syrian newspapers that all Syrian men from 18 to 42 years old 
must get permission from the army’s recruitment office for 
overseas travel, even if they have already done their 
compulsory military service. 

Syrian media have not explained why the armed forces 
have repeatedly returned to places formerly thought pacified 
to attack insurgent positions again, but they have increasingly 
blamed Turkey for enabling Mr. Assad’s armed enemies. On 
Monday, for example, the Syrian state news agency reported a 
foiled cross-border raid in Idlib Province in northern Syria, 

and said “medical teams in the Turkish side transported the 
dead and wounded terrorists to the Turkish land and offered 
medical aid to them.” 

More than 8,000 people have died in the Syria conflict, 
including 500 children, according to the United Nations. 

The special United Nations Human Rights Commission 
panel appointed last year to examine abuses in Syria, which 
has documented a worsening picture there based in part on 
hundreds of interviews with refugees, won an extension of its 
mandate last week. But one of the three members, Yakin 
Erturk, a veteran United Nations investigator and expert on 
rights abuses, said Monday that she had resigned out of 
concern that Mr. Assad’s government was unlikely to grant its 
longstanding request to work inside Syria. 

“My reasoning was very simple: I had expected that we 
would have access in Syria, which was not the case,” Ms. 
Erturk said in a telephone interview. Without direct access to 
the conflict zone, Ms. Erturk said, she had nothing further to 
contribute, but was “very happy that the commission is 
continuing its work.” 
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12. U.S. Says China Is Willing To Lean On North Korea 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 27 MAR 12) ... Carol Lee 

SEOUL—The White House is seeking to use China to try 
to establish a more productive relationship with North Korea's 
new leader, Kim Jong Eun, with President Barack Obama 
asking Chinese President Hu Jintao to take a sharper approach 
with Pyongyang. 

U.S. officials said their initial efforts were encouraging 
because Mr. Hu told Mr. Obama Monday that China is 
frustrated with North Korea's new leadership and indicated 
Beijing may use its influence with Pyongyang to more 
strongly press its ally to scrap plans for a mid-April satellite 
launch. 

China did not confirm the U.S. characterization of the 90-
minute meeting, which took place on the sidelines of a nuclear 
security summit 

Ben Rhodes, a U.S. deputy national-security adviser who 
attended the meeting, said Mr. Hu conveyed to Mr. Obama 
that the Chinese "share the frustration with the choices that 
North Korea has made." 

The Chinese delegation at the bilateral meeting gave the 
impression that Beijing wants to work with the U.S. and its 
allies "to make it clear to the North Koreans the very grave 
concerns that the international community has about them 
going forward with this provocative act," Mr. Rhodes said. 

It remains unclear what pressure the Chinese might apply 
on Pyongyang, if any. At a regular news briefing in Beijing on 
Monday, a Foreign Ministry spokesman declined to comment 
on what Messrs. Hu and Obama talked about. The Chinese 
delegation in Seoul referred to China's state-run news agency 
Xinhua for reports on the event. 

Xinhua's report didn't refer to the satellite launch directly. 
It said Mr. Hu said at the meeting that China hopes the U.S. 
and North Korea "will keep contacts and dialogue and honor 
the consensus reached between them, so as to improve their 
relations." 

Mr. Obama is on a new mission this week to try to 
persuade China, as well as Russia, to urge Kim Jong Eun to 
move the secretive nation in a different direction. 

Successive U.S. administrations have sought the support 
of China, which has significant financial leverage over the 
North, in pressuring it to give up its nuclear and missile 
programs. Mr. Obama has sharpened his tone with North 
Korea in recent days, a shift prompted by the new 
government's plans for the satellite launch, which the U.S. 
believes is intended as a test firing of a missile, and the 
president's proximity to Pyongyang this week. Mr. Obama is 
in Seoul for three days to attend a nuclear security summit. 

While Beijing has shown recent signs of impatience with 
Pyongyang and has warned of "concerns and worries" over the 
rocket-launch plans, it remains reluctant to press it too far, 
concerned over the effects of a potential collapse of the North 
Korean regime. 

Mr. Rhodes said the Chinese agree with the U.S. that a 
North Korean satellite launch would be destabilizing for the 
region and will continue discussions with Pyongyang over the 
coming weeks, ahead of the planned launch. But he also 
cautioned that the administration is waiting to see how these 
discussions unfold in coming days. 

Russian President Dmitry Medvedev also conveyed to 
Mr. Obama Monday Moscow's frustration with North Korea, 
Mr. Rhodes said. 

The U.S. has said a launch could lead to tighter sanctions 
and would likely scuttle the recent agreement that included 
food aid for Pyongyang. Under the agreement North Korea 
committed to halt its nuclear and long-range missile programs. 
But days after the agreement was announced, Pyongyang 
announced that it would launch a satellite in honor of Kim Il 
Sung, the dictator who ran the country from its founding in 
1948 until his death in 1994, arguing that the move would be 
different from a missile test. 

The decision was an embarrassment for the Obama 
administration, which had been resistant to directly engage 
North Korea because of its history of reneging on agreements. 

The administration hoped the aid package agreement was 
a vehicle through which the U.S. might reconfigure the 
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relationship with North Korea under Kim Jong Eun. U.S. 
officials still don't completely understand why Pyongyang 
suddenly announced the launch, in an apparent breach of the 
agreement, and what that says about the new leadership. Mr. 
Obama said over the weekend that the leadership in 
Pyongyang appears unsettled and it's unclear who is "calling 
the shots," another reason why the White House is trying to 
get the Chinese to play an interlocutor role. 

"As you have a leadership transition you have an 
opportunity for change, and for things to move in a different 
direction," he said. "You also have an opportunity for bad 
habits to fester." 

On Monday Mr. Obama delivered a message directly to 
Pyongyang, saying during a speech that "there will be no 
rewards for provocations" and urging the new leadership to 
"have the courage to pursue peace and give a better life to the 
people of North Korea." 

Mr. Obama also sought to bring China and Russia closer 
to the U.S. approach on Iran and Syria, foreign policy 
challenges that also carry risks for him back home as he 
campaigns for re-election. 

The president warned again Monday that "time is short" 
for reaching a diplomatic resolution on Iran. 

The U.S. has been critical of Russia and China's decision 
last month to veto a U.N. Security Council resolution calling 
on Syrian President Bashar Assad to step down. 

U.S. officials said Russia and China agreed that a plan to 
end the violence in Syria by U.N.-Arab League Special Envoy 

Kofi Annan could serve as a framework for the two sides to 
find agreement on the issue. 

Mr. Obama stressed in his meetings with Russian and 
Chinese leaders that Mr. Annan's plan must include a 
provision for Mr. Assad leaving power. 

Mr. Annan's six-point plan calls for a cease-fire in Syria 
that requires government forces put down their arms before 
the opposition, but it does not address calls by the U.S., 
European leaders and the Arab League for Mr. Assad to step 
down. Instead the plan proposes a transition process that could 
eventually lead to Mr. Assad's departure. 

While in Seoul, Mr. Obama gained some headway on 
providing aid to the Syrian opposition movement. He and 
Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan of Turkey agreed 
Sunday to explore additional "non-lethal" aid to the 
opposition, including communications and medical supplies. 

The new effort, to be pursued in an April 1 "Friends of 
Syria" meeting in Istanbul, stops short of considering military 
aid, although a senior Obama administration official indicated 
that any communications equipment could benefit the Free 
Syrian Army. 

As he navigates nonproliferation issues this week, Mr. 
Obama tried to bolster his credibility by offering concessions 
of his own. He pledged Monday to reduce the U.S.'s arsenal of 
1,500 deployed nuclear weapons and roughly 5,000 warheads. 
"We can already say with confidence that we have more 
nuclear weapons than we need," Mr. Obama said. 

Return to Index 
 

13. North Korea Gives Details Of 'Weather' Satellite Launch 
(REUTERS 27 MAR 12) ... Mick Macfie 

SEOUL - North Korea gave details for the first time of a 
"weather satellite" it plans to send into orbit next month, a 
launch the West sees as a disguised ballistic missile test which 
has prompted criticism from the reclusive state's only major 
ally, China. 

The North's KCNA news agency described it as an 
"advanced geostationary meteorological satellite data 
receiver" as world leaders gathered in the South Korean 
capital, Seoul, for a nuclear security summit. 

"Kwangmyongsong-3 (Bright, Shining Star), a working 
satellite to be launched in April, will be greatly helpful to the 
study of weather forecast needed for agriculture and other 
economic fields," KCNA said late on Monday. 

"Scientific research for accurate weather forecast is being 
intensified in the Democratic People's Republic of Korea 
(North Korea)." 

Obama on Monday called on North Korea to curb its 
nuclear ambitions or face further international isolation. 

He said the destitute North could be hit with tighter 
sanctions if it goes ahead with the rocket launch, but experts 
doubt China will back another U.N. Security Council 
resolution against North Korea. 

The North had said earlier merely that the rocket would 
send a working satellite into space, but South Korea and the 
United States say it is a ballistic missile test. 

Even though two previous launches of the long-range 
missile have failed, Washington says the North's missile 
program is progressing quickly and that the American 
mainland could come under threat within five years. 
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14. U.S. Seeks Missile-Defense Shields For Asia, Mideast 
(REUTERS 26 MAR 12) ... Jim Wolf 

WASHINGTON - The United States is seeking to build 
regional shields against ballistic missiles in both Asia and the 
Middle East akin to an emerging bulwark in Europe, a senior 
Pentagon official disclosed Monday. 

The effort may complicate U.S. ties with Russia and 
China, both of which fear such defenses could harm their 
security even though the United States says they are designed 
only to protect against states like Iran and North Korea. 

The U.S. push for new regional bulwarks includes two 
sets of trilateral dialogues - one with Japan and Australia and 
the other with Japan and South Korea, said Madelyn Creedon, 
an assistant secretary of defense for global strategic affairs. 

Such shields could help counter perceived threats to their 
neighbors from Iran and North Korea and help defend the 
United States from any future long-range missiles that the two 
countries might develop, she told a conference co-hosted by 
the Pentagon's Missile Defense Agency. 
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"As we work to develop the architectures for these 
regions, we will focus on approaches that facilitate 
opportunities to work with allies and partners in meeting 
current and emerging security challenges and contribute to 
efforts to build partnership capacity," Creedon said. 

The model for new regional shields would be the so-
called "phased adaptive approach" for missile defense in 
Europe, she added. That includes putting interceptor missiles 
in Poland and Romania, a radar in Turkey and the home 
porting of missile defense-capable Aegis destroyers in Spain. 

Russia says it fears this system could weaken it by 
becoming capable of thwarting the nuclear missiles relied on 
by Moscow as a strategic deterrent against attack. 

China likely would be even more opposed to a new 
antimissile defense in its backyard, said Riki Ellison, a 
prominent missile-defense advocate noted for his close ties to 
senior military officials involved in the effort. 

Beijing "would take much more offense to an Asian 
phased adaptive approach than Russia is doing with the 
European one," he said, calling regional shields a good idea in 
theory but problematic in reality. 

Asia lacks a NATO-type alliance to provide diplomatic, 
political and military coordination for such a project. 

Creedon said regional approaches should be tailored to an 
area's unique deterrence and defense profile, taking into 
account geography, history, threats, and military-to-military 
ties "on which we seek to build cooperative missile defenses." 

The demand for missile defense assets within each region 
over the next decade will exceed supply, she said. 

In response, the United States will develop capabilities 
that are mobile and "re-locatable," Creedon added. 

The biggest U.S. missile defense contractors include 
Boeing Co, Lockheed Martin Corp, Raytheon Corp and 
Northrop Grumman Corp. 
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15. Obama Asks Russia For ‘Space’ On Missile Defense 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 26 MAR 12) 

SEOUL — U.S. President Barack Obama on March 26 
told President Dmitry Medvedev that he had little flexibility to 
address Russia’s objections to a U.S. missile defense shield 
before his November re-election bid. 

Obama was picked up on an open microphone privately 
explaining his position to Medvedev in an exchange heard by 
some reporters, during their meeting on the sidelines of the 
nuclear security summit in Seoul. 

The U.S. leader told Medvedev, in their last meeting 
before Vladimir Putin is inaugurated president in May, that on 
all issues, but particularly missile defense it was important for 
Russia to give him "space." 

Medvedev replied "Yeah, I understand. I understand your 
message about space," according to a transcript of the 
exchange carried by ABC News. 

"This is my last election. After my election, I have more 
flexibility," Medvedev said, pledging to "transmit this 
information to Vladimir." 

The exchange appeared to indicate that Obama believes 
he has little leverage to conclude deeply divisive foreign 
policy election issues in a campaign year, and also that he is 
confident he will win re-election. The White House insisted it 
was committed to implementing the missile defense shield, 
despite Russian objections but said the long-standing and 
difficult issues meant it would take time to conclude a deal. 

"Since 2012 is an election year in both countries, with an 
election and leadership transition in Russia and an election in 
the United States, it is clearly not a year in which we are going 
to achieve a breakthrough," said deputy national security 
adviser Ben Rhodes. "Therefore, President Obama and 
President Medvedev agreed that it was best to instruct our 
technical experts to do the work of better understanding our 
respective positions, providing space for continued discussions 
on missile defense cooperation going forward." 

The U.S.-backed system has been bitterly opposed by 
Russia and has remained one of the main stumbling blocks in 
Moscow's recent relations with Washington. 

Washington and NATO argue that the missile shield is 
meant to protect Western nations against missile attacks from 
potential future nuclear powers such as North Korea and Iran. 

Moscow fears the shield could make its own nuclear 
capabilities less effective and has sought to build a joint 
system in which it has an equal say. 

NATO has dismissed the idea and sought to assure Russia 
that its nuclear deterrence would remain unaffected. 

The alliance's secretary general Anders Fogh Rasmussen 
said March 26 that the bloc intended to announce the 
deployment of the first "interim" phase of a missile defense 
shield for Europe at a summit in Chicago. 
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16. U.S. Looks To Strengthen N. America Defence Ties 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 27 MAR 12) 

OTTAWA -- U.S. Defense Secretary Leon Panetta hopes 
to strengthen security ties with Canada and Mexico when he 
meets his counterparts on Tuesday to discuss anti-drug efforts, 
disaster relief and humanitarian aid. 

"This is the first trilateral meeting we'll have with the 
United States, Canada and Mexico," Panetta told reporters as 
he arrived in Ottawa on Monday. 

"Obviously the purpose is to strengthen the partnership 
between our three countries with regards to the security of 
North America," he said, adding that the talks would focus on 
improving intelligence sharing. 

On Tuesday Panetta will meet with Canada's Defence 
Minister Peter MacKay and Mexico's General Guillermo 
Galvan and Admiral Francisco Saynez. 

"This is the first time we've done it, but certainly from the 
U.S. perspective, we would hope it could be institutionalized, 
because these challenges are not going away," a senior U.S. 
defense official travelling with Panetta told reporters. 

"They reflect not only the threats posed by narcotic 
trafficking but a full range of potential challenges -- cyber 
security, threats to critical infrastructure -- that we'd want to be 
able to discuss." 
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The official added that immigration "would be part of the 
dialogue." 

The trilateral meeting was originally scheduled for 
January 2011, but was cancelled at the last minute, officially 
because Galvan was ill. 
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17. Arctic Military Buildup Not Cause For Concern: Think Tank 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 26 MAR 12) 

STOCKHOLM — A military buildup in the Arctic by the 
region’s five border states is not necessarily cause for concern, 
Stockholm think tank SIPRI said in a report published March 
26. 

There is "no basis for claims of an Arctic arms race," said 
the author of the report, Siemon Wezeman of the Stockholm 
International Peace Research Institute. 

"While governments of the five Arctic states (Canada, 
Denmark, Norway, Russia and the United States) have made 
protection of their Arctic territory a priority, the military 
buildup is limited," the report said. 

It was primarily aimed at border demarcations as the 
coastal countries vie for territorial claims to get their hands on 
the vast oil, gas and mineral resources expected to be made 
accessible by climate change, it said. 

"Rather than projecting power over the Arctic as a whole, 
the increased military capabilities ... are generally limited to 
forces and equipment for policing and protection of 
recognized national territories and territorial waters," it said. 

Under the 2008 Ilulisaat Declaration, the five states 
agreed to negotiated settlements to claims in the Arctic, which 

with the Antarctic is one of the last areas on earth where 
sovereignty has not been fully apportioned. 

SIPRI said Canada, Denmark and Norway were moving 
forces into their respective Arctic regions and acquiring 
weapons and equipment for specific use in the region. 

"Russia has also started to expand its Arctic military 
capabilities, while the United States' Arctic security concerns 
still play only a minor role in its overall defence policy," the 
report said. 

Canada, Denmark and Russia have also recently adopted 
foreign and defense policies that have put a special emphasis 
on the Arctic, SIPRI said. 

But the scramble for the Arctic "has not proven to be a 
military affair." 

On the contrary, the five countries "are enjoying stable 
and peaceful bilateral relations." 

The report noted however that "concerns about stability in 
the Arctic region cannot be discounted completely," and said 
"additional military confidence-building measures and 
regulation" may be needed in the future. 

Return to Index 
 

18. Somali Pirates Hijack Iran Cargo Ship In Maldives 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 26 MAR 12) 

COLOMBO — Somali pirates seized an Iranian-owned 
cargo ship and its 23-strong crew in the first hijacking within 
Maldivian territory, a senior security official said. 

The vessel identified as MV. Eglantine, had been seized 
off the north-western Hoarafush island in the Indian Ocean 
atoll nation of the Maldives, the Maldivian National Defence 
Force (MNDF) said. 

"The incident is seven miles inside our Exclusive 
Economic Zone," MNDF chief spokesman Colonel Abdul 
Raheem Latheef told AFP. "The ship appears to be drifting 
and we are sending our vessels to the area." 

He said the Maldivian authorities were coordinating their 
efforts with the naval authorities of neighbouring India. 

The MNDF was alerted to the hijacking by the Global 
Maritime Distress and Safety System, the emergency 

communications system for global shipping, which maintains 
an operation in the Maldives, the Maldivian spokesman said. 

In November, the Maldives announced it was working 
with Sri Lanka and India on a strategy to deal with Somali 
pirates. The Maldives had arrested 37 Somali pirates who 
were drifting near the archipelago. 

Sri Lanka has also arrested an unspecified number of 
Somali pirates. 

Two decades of lawlessness have carved up Somalia into 
mini-fiefdoms ruled by gunmen and militia, encouraging 
rampant piracy. 

At least 40 vessels and more than 400 hostages were still 
being held in or just off Somalia at the end of last year, 
according to the Ecoterra International group which monitors 
piracy in the region. 
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19. Moscow May Help India Build Closed-Cycle Submarines 
(RIA NOVOSTI 27 MAR 12) 

NEW DELHI - Russia has offered help India build air-
independent (closed cycle) propulsion systems for installation 
in Amur 1650 class submarines and also to equip future 
possible joint Indian-Russian built vessels, Viktor Komardin, 
the deputy head of Rosoboronexport's delegation said at the 
Defexpo Indian defense show on Tuesday. 

The Amur 1650 is one of several contenders, including 
the Scorpene (France), Type 214 (Germany) and S-80 (Spain) 
in a tender for the Indian Navy for six subamrines with a total 
value of $11.8 billion. 

"Russia is currently completing tests of a new air-
indepedent propulsion system, which could be installed not 
only on the Amur 1650 but on jointly developed boats," 
Komardin said. "This is a critical factor for the Indians. So our 
chances here are good," he added. 

Rosoboronexport, Russia's defense sales holding, has 
already offered India its Amur 1650 boat, which started trials 
with the Russian navy in 2010. The Amur has an armament of 
multirole torpedos and Klub anti-ship missiles, and can also 
strike land-targets with advanced cruise missiles, which may 
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include the India-Russian Brahmos. "These missiles which the 
Indians want can only be supplied by Russia," Komardin said. 

The Amur 1650 has a good chance of winning the tender, 
Komardin claimed, thanks to its ability to remain submerged 
for over 25 days using its air-independent propulsion, and also 
its long-range weaponry. Similar foreign boats can only stay 
submerged for 15-20 days. 

Russia is currently evaluating the Lada class air-
independent submarine, a derivative of the Amur 1650. In 
2010 the Lada class submarine St Petersburg entered service 
with the Russian Fleet. 

The Russian Fleet Commander Admiral Vladimir 
Vysotsky told RIA Novosti previously that the first Russian 

air-independent boat, based on a similar design, the Projet 677 
class, could enter service in 2014. Two such hulls are 
currently under construction at the Admiralteiskie Verfi 
shipyard in St Petersburg, which could be fitted with a closed-
cycle propulsion system. 

An air-independent propulsion system is currently being 
rapidly developed by specialists from the Rubin submarine 
design bureau. 

Air-independent submarines, usually using hydrogen-
orygen fuel cells, are quieter than conventional diesel-electric 
boats, and do not have to surface or use snorkel tubes to 
breathe air, which makes them vulnerable to detection by 
radar and other sensors. 
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20. F-35 Uncertainty Overshadows U.K. Nuke Sub News 
(DEFENSE NEWS 26 MAR 12) ... Andrew Chuter 

LONDON — U.K. Defence Secretary Philip Hammond 
announced the government has awarded British contractor 
Babcock a 350 million-pound ($555.6 million) deal to refit a 
nuclear missile submarine during a flying visit to the 
company’s Devonport Dockyard facility in Plymouth on 
March 26. 

It’s not quite the big announcement Hammond had in 
mind. This time last week, the defense secretary was preparing 
for a March 26 date in Parliament to outline the measures the 
Ministry of Defence was taking to balance the books in the 
upcoming financial year, a move expected to include further 
cuts to Britain’s already battered military and equipment 
programs. 

Instead, all Hammond did was fend off questions from 
parliamentarians over the timing of the Planning Round 2012 
(PR12) process by saying an announcement would be made 
very shortly. 

The plan to announce what Hammond said would be the 
first balanced budget in a generation had to be axed as debate 
continued over whether the government should perform its 
second U-turn in less than 18 months over which F-35 Joint 
Strike Fighter type to use on the Royal Navy’s new aircraft 
carrier. 

Resolution of the F-35 issue and the associated redesign 
costs for the aircraft carrier were crucial to the MoD’s ability 
to balance its books for the year 2012-13. 

The issue is becoming another procurement mess added to 
a long line of similar failures which, over the years, have cost 
billions of pounds and delayed the entry into service of key 
equipment items. 

The Conservative-led administration decided in late 2010 
as part of its strategic defense and security review that it 
would switch from the long-decided F-35B short-takeoff and 
vertical-landing (STOVL) version in favor of the 
conventional-takeoff F-35C. 

Prime Minister David Cameron said at the time the 
original selection of the STOVL fighter had been an error. 

At the same time, the government said it would sell or lay 
up the first of the 65,000-ton Queen Elizabeth-class carriers 
and convert the second vessel to conventional launch 
capability, including the use of the still technically risky 
Electromagnetic Aircraft Launch System, which the U.S. 
Navy plans to begin using on its new carriers instead of the 
traditional steam system. 

In the face of reportedly astronomical cost increases on 
the order of 1.8 billion pounds to redesign and convert one of 
the British warships to EMALS, the MoD is having second 
thoughts. 

In a statement March 26, the MoD said, “Work is ongoing 
to finalise the 2012-13 budget and balance the equipment plan. 
This means reviewing all programs, including elements of the 
carrier strike program, to validate costs and ensure risks are 
properly managed.” 

Hammond said the carrier program itself was not under 
threat, and that he would announce the decision on which F-35 
will be selected after looking at the costs and risks involved. 

The defense secretary said he was prepared to change 
plans if it was sensible to do so. 

Meantime, the Babcock deal, which was always planned 
to be announced March 26, possibly to sugarcoat cuts 
elsewhere in the equipment program, was rolled out by 
Hammond during his visit to Devonport. 

The deal involves a 3½ -year refit of the ballistic missile 
submarine HMS Vengeance, including fitting a new reactor 
core and a number of other updates to the tactical and strategic 
weapon systems, and other improvements. 

It’s the last of the four Vanguard-class nuclear submarines 
to be upgraded in a plan to run the boats until the late 2020s, 
when they will be replaced by a class now in the early design 
stage. 

The Labour opposition’s shadow defense minister, Alison 
Seabeck, called the submarine announcement a public 
relations gimmick. 

“A long-planned and routine refit is being used to cover 
up chaos in MoD planning. This is a PR stunt. Instead of 
giving an important statement to Parliament on the future of 
the carriers, the secretary of state has traveled to Plymouth to 
tell us something which he could have signed off in 
Whitehall,” she said. 

“This government has a serious credibility gap with no 
aircraft on the carriers for at least 10 years. Ministers are 
compounding the problem with this guessing game of whether 
they will make further significant changes to their defense 
program. 

“The secretary of state is in the southwest [of England] to 
try and muddy the waters, cover up his department’s 
shortcomings and the failure of the rushed defense review,” 
Seabeck said. 
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PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
21. Single E-4s To Lose BAH 
Official: Planned cuts might save Navy $50 million a year 
(NAVY TIMES 02 APR 12) ... Mark D. Faram 

New housing rules that will force junior petty officers to 
stay on base to help keep the Navy's housing costs down could 
affect as many as 14,000 single E-4s. 

Navy officials say the three-year housing plan also 
includes increased barracks space to ensure most E-4s get 
private sleeping quarters. 

"The primary consideration was budgetary," said Annie 
Fowler, quality of life lead in the shore readiness division of 
the chief of naval operations staff. "Once fully implemented, 
we'll probably be saving $50 million a year in BAH funds." 

The move marks a shift in policy: Since 2002, the Navy 
had been working to expand the numbers of single sailors 
living off ships while in their home ports. To do that, it needed 
to move more senior sailors out of the barracks. 

But to make more barracks room available for those 
single junior shipboard sailors, the service gradually extended 
the ability to get a basic housing allowance — first to E-5s, 
then a few years later to all shore-based E-4s and shipboard E-
4s with more than four years' service. 

Fowler said the reversal was because "the policy we had 
in the early to mid-2000s preceded a large increase in BAH 
[rates]," and those cost increases now make it "unaffordable 
for the Navy." 

It's also because there's enough room in barracks for the 
more junior sailors. 

But the change — announced March 1 — caught junior 
sailors off-guard. Many say they feel the Navy is reneging on 
a promise to them and balk at the loss of a milestone they've 
been looking forward to since joining the service. "Being 
single is my choice, and I have been working hard and staying 
out of trouble for three years, nine months, looking forward to 
this benefit that senior E-4s receive in the Navy," said 
Electronics Technician 3rd Class (SW) Brian Barnes, 
deployed onboard the destroyer The Sullivans. When I return 
from this deployment, it will put me at 29 months at sea duty, 
15 of the months being deployments — it's a mental thing. I 
believe everybody needs to get away from time to time." 

"I feel like after doing my time to earn BAH, I want to be 
able to use it to get the hell off of base, away from anything 
military-related — just for some nice afternoons off base in 
my own place," he said. 

Fleet Master Chief (AW/NAC) Mike Stevens, the top 
enlisted sailor at Fleet Forces Command, said he understands 
those feelings. "I understand there's some initial frustration, 
but I think that will dissipate when they see the style of 
housing and the amenities they're given," Stevens said. 
"OPNAV didn't do this in a vacuum and worked hard to solicit 
fleet input before making this change." 

Stevens said Master Chief Petty Officer of the Navy 
(SS/SW) Rick West came to Norfolk, Va., to look at the 
existing facilities. He talked to many sailors living in quarters 
to decide what was needed to make this policy shift work. 

"I really don't look at this as a money issue," Stevens said. 
"I view this as a quality-of-life initiative and, in the end, 

sailors will be very pleased with the housing they'll be 
provided and find that in many cases they will have better 
quarters on base than they can afford out in town." 

How BAH Will Work 
The Navy's goal is to be able to house all E-4s on base, 

which officials say could take three years or more to achieve. 
In the meantime, all shore-based single E-4s and 

shipboard sailors with more than four years' service can 
qualify for BAH, but it's likely to become harder to get, 
Fowler said. 

Under the new rules, permission to collect housing 
allowance will not only require the approval of a sailor's chain 
of command, but will only come if barracks space at their base 
is more than 95 percent occupancy. 

How that will work, Fowler said, will vary from base to 
base, but she expects it to be a similar process to that for 
dependent housing. 

"It is up to local commands," she said. "Installation 
housing offices will manage a waiting list for personnel who 
desire to move into unaccompanied housing and those who 
desire to move out [in town]." 

Right now, the Navy doesn't have the capacity to fully 
implement the new policy, especially in fleet concentration 
areas, Fowler said. 

"All fleet concentration areas, with the exception of Pearl 
Harbor, are currently over the 95 percent barracks capacity 
specifically for E-4s, since they are [now] entitled to a private 
sleeping room," she said. 

But outside of these concentration areas, it's a different 
story. "Generally, in nonfleet concentration areas, there is 
enough capacity for most E-4s to be assigned a private 
sleeping room on base," she said. 

"Looking at the assets we already have available out in 
primarily nonfleet concentration areas, we are fully capable of 
housing all of our E-4s over four [years' service] adequately." 

However, Fowler said even when the program is in full 
swing in roughly three years, the Navy expects somewhere 
between 50 percent and 75 percent of all E-4s with more than 
four years' service will live on base. 

For Barnes, this is good news. Though he's fully aware of 
the quality of the barracks rooms, he's still got his heart set on 
living off base. 

That will most likely be possible, Fowler said: Naval 
Station Mayport, Fla., is one of the areas already above the 95 
percent threshold. 

"I'm hoping that 95 percent capacity holds until I can get 
back and put in my request," Barnes said. 

New Barracks Rules 
But should Barnes end up in the barracks, the Navy says 

the new rules will raise the quality of life there, too — with 
amenities that could exceed what sailors can find in town. 

Until now, the Navy's policy for housing E-4s on base 
was to try to provide private sleeping quarters, but it wasn't 
always possible. Now it's the rule, Fowler said. 
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The Navy's goal is to make living in unaccompanied 
housing akin to living in an off-base apartment. The new 
"market-style" barracks are two-bedroom apartments that 
share a kitchenette and living space. 

Two E-4s will be assigned to each apartment, each with 
his or her own room. For E-1 through E-3, they'll share rooms, 
with a maximum of four to an apartment. 

No sailor will be required to share a bathroom with more 
than one other sailor. 

The only potential sticking point is for the shipboard E-4s 
with less than four years' service. Under the current rules, 
they're not eligible for BAH, and until the capacity improves, 
these sailors could still be assigned two to a sleeping room, 
Fowler said. 

Once capacity improves in the next three years, Fowler 
said, a room of one's own will become a hard-and-fast rule for 
all E-4s. 

Some bases already have some unaccompanied housing 
configured this way. Stevens said many of the apartments in 
Norfolk, Va., are located off base. 

"I didn't have quarters this good until I was an E-8," 
Stevens said. "For many, this will be just like an apartment in 
town anyway." 

Fowler said some unaccompanied housing is still 
managed by the Navy, while the rest is handled as part of the 
ongoing public-private venture contracts. But regardless of 
who manages it, the standards are the same. 

Grandfather Clause 
E-4s already living off base will be allowed to stay there. 
"We will not be pulling E-4s over four back into 

quarters," Fowler Said. "In general, E-4s currently out in town 
will not be involuntarily pulled back into quarters unless there 
are other 'extenuating circumstances." 

Those circumstances would include misconduct that could 
make the sailor ineligible to receive the allowance, for 
example. But, she said, an E-4 who transfers to another base 
or geographic area will come under the new rules and have to 
live in the barracks unless there’s not enough room. 

Sailors assigned to units such as construction battalions, 
special warfare and special operations whose jobs require 
them to have gear that is beyond what other sailors are 
required to store will also be exempt, she said. 

"It's something that's written into their orders," Fowler 
said. "There are some situations where personnel have 
equipment that is a requirement for their job but that 
equipment won't fit in the room — those are situations where 
we would authorize someone to be out in town." 
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22. Navy Links Cyber Workforce Training To Commercial Certifications 
(FEDERAL NEWS RADIO 27 MAR 12) ... Jason Miller 

It's getting a little easier for the Navy's cyber workforce to 
prove its qualifications. 

The Department of the Navy now will give the same 
credence to military training as it does for commercial 
certifications. 

"As the services have changed their IT/cyber training to 
meet the emerging requirements, we had in fact begin to cover 
many of the topics in great detail that we were requiring 
civilian or commercial certifications for," said Terry 
Halvorsen, DoN chief information officer. "What this new 
memo does is say where services you have met the 
requirements of those civilian certifications inside your 
standard training, you may now use that to meet the 
commercial certification requirements." 

Halvorsen said one such example is A+ certification, 
which is typically how computer technicians show 
competency. 

"They are now mostly covered in the basic IT training we 
provide for Marines and Sailors," he said. "It didn't make 
mission or fiscal sense as we have adapted to continue to pay 
commercial certifications for those things we were already 
teaching and frankly can internally certify we meet those 
requirements." 

Halvorsen issued a memo in February detailing the new 
acceptance policy. 

Cyber Workforce Is A Priority, But Struggles 
Continue 

The government has been focusing on the cyber 
workforce for the last 10 years. 

The Homeland Security Department and the National 
Institute of Standards and Technology issued a draft 
framework under the National Initiative for Cybersecurity 

Education (NICE) to standardize cybersecurity work 
throughout the government. 

The NICE framework is a dictionary of cybersecurity 
work, divided into seven categories from operating networks 
to analyzing cyber threats. Together, those categories contain 
31 job functions linked to more than 1,000 knowledge, skills 
and abilities. 

The Office of Personnel Management gave agencies the 
ability to use direct hirer authority for cybersecurity workers. 

Inside the Defense Department, cyber workers are in great 
demand. 

The Air Force, for instance, has about 10,000 employees 
in the cyber field. But Gen. Bill Lord, the service's CIO, said 
the workers need to be better trained. 

Despite this focus, the Government Accountability Office 
found in December agencies continue to struggle to meet the 
needs of the cyber workforce, specifically with a lack of 
standardized training. 

This lack of standardized training is one of the reasons the 
Navy is changing its policy. 

Requirements Haven't Changed 
Halvorsen said as the Navy and Marine Corps have 

adapted their training programs to include more of what the 
commercial certification curriculum offers. 

"If we have military training that meets the standard — 
we haven't changed the standard and we are not lowering the 
standard — but if we have military training that is equivalent 
to that standard, let's take credit for it and we don't need to pay 
for the civilian certification on top of that," he said. 

Halvorsen said the Navy and Marines Corps will continue 
to track the training and education with the same systems they 
use now. He said DoD does a good job at ensuring veterans 
can specifically describe the training they have received so 
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civilian employers or colleges and universities understand 
their qualifications. 

"We are very effective at giving the veterans the data that 
says this is the detailed training they had and here is where it 
meets up in the civilian world so that they can get college 
equivalent or technical certifications that may be required in 
some of the trades," Halvorsen said. "We are adding some of 
these commercial certifications to that process. As our training 

changed, we noticed we were included more of that in the 
basic military training." 

But, he said, it's up to the civilian employer or university 
to accept the training and certifications. 

"Our history is in most cases, when military departments 
have said this is equivalent training, and they can show the 
documentation, it is very widely accepted," Halvorsen said. 

Listen To Audio (RT: 4:52) 
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23. Ortloff Named Fleet Master Chief For Europe 
(NAVY TIMES 23 MAR 12) ... Mark D. Faram 

The top enlisted sailor for 3rd Fleet was selected as fleet 
master chief for Naval Forces Europe and Naval Forces 
Africa, the Navy announced. 

The position is one of four fleet master chief positions 
Navy-wide: NAVEUR/NAVAF, Fleet Forces Command, 
Pacific Fleet, and Manpower, Personnel, Education and 
Training. 

“I am honored and privileged to be selected for this job,” 
Command Master Chief (AW/SW) JoAnn Ortloff aid. “I am 
looking forward to living and working in Europe with these 
two unique commands.” 

Ortloff was selected by Adm. Bruce Clingan, commander 
of the Naples, Italy-based Europe and Africa commands. In 
May, Ortloff will replace Fleet Master Chief (SW/AW/NAC) 
Bradley N. Levault, who will retire this summer. 

Ortloff will be the second woman to serve as a fleet 
master chief. The first was Fleet Master Chief (SW/AW) 
Jackie DiRosa, who served as the top sailor at Fleet Forces 
Command from July 2006 to June 2007. 

A 29-year Navy veteran, Ortloff joined the Navy on Nov. 
10, 1982, and attended recruit training in Orlando, Fla., before 
training in Millington, Tenn., to be an air traffic controller. 

As an AC, she served at various bases in California and 
Hawaii, as well as aboard carrier John C. Stennis. 

In 2003, she was selected to be a command master chief, 
serving first as CMC onboard the destroyer Milius. She later 
transferred to Naval Hospital Guam, where she served until 
she was appointed the 3rd Fleet command master chief in 
2009. 
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24. Lawmakers Aim To Help Vets Maximize GI Bill Benefits 
(NAVY TIMES 02 APR 12) ... Rick Maze 

Concerned that the Post-9/11 GI Bill could become a 
target for budget cutters as the 2½-year-old program's price 
tag tops $17 billion, major veterans groups are supporting 
consumer protection and counseling legislation aimed at 
ensuring that students maximize their benefits. 

"Veterans are grossly unprepared to use their benefits, and 
we need to do something about it," said Ryan Gallucci of 
Veterans of Foreign Wars. 

Two bills, one in the House and another in the Senate, 
take similar approaches to helping service members squeeze 
the most education out of their benefits. 

One idea is to expand counseling to help prospective 
students determine what kind of education they need. 

For example, the House bill, sponsored by Rep. Gus 
Bilirakis, R-Fla., would create an online tool to help people 
determine whether they need remedial education before 
jumping into a college or vocational training program, and a 
separate online tool to help them select the school that would 
best help them achieve their goal. 

"What my bill boils down to is that the veterans need to 
be armed with information," Bilirakis said. 

Education counseling is available for those who request it 
from the Veterans Affairs Department. But only about 6,400 
of the almost 1 million people who used veterans education 
benefits last year requested the training, Gallucci said. 

Ensuring that benefits are not wasted could play a major 
role in protecting the GI Bill program from future budget cuts, 
Gallucci said. 

Sen. Frank Lautenberg, D-N.J., has similar concerns 
about students not getting the education they expect. 

"If we don't "follow through on the promise of the GI Bill 
and ensure our veterans are succeeding in school, then its 
benefits are greatly diminished," Lautenberg said. “The GI 
Bill can only be fully effective if veterans have the tools 
needed to choose the school that is right for them." 

A goal of both bills is to provide consumer protection 
against schools and programs that make unrealistic promises 
about the quality of the education they deliver, or their 
graduates' ability to later find a job. 

Stephen Gonzalez of the American Legion said veterans 
can have difficulty comparing schools because there are 
different formats for information and different descriptions 
that "render this information all but useless." 

Gonzalez said state approving agencies that determine 
which schools are eligible to receive GI Bill tuition payments 
should be required to collect information, such as graduation 
rates and graduate employment rates, that would help veterans 
know what to expect. 
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25. Navy Announces Local Sea Sailor Of The Year 
(WVEC ABC NORFOLK 26 MAR 12) ... Mike Gooding 

NORFOLK -- A petty officer of the Navy who came to 
the U.S. not speaking English is now the Fleet Forces 
Command Sea Sailor of the Year. 

31-year old Angela Zamora was born in Equador and 
came to the U.S. when she was 15. She is now a ship's 
serviceman 1st class assigned to the supply department of the 
USS Wasp. Zamora has been in the Navy for 11 years. 

"It took me by surprise, actually. I wasn' expecting to be 
number one aboard the Wasp; however, I'm here because of 
my Sailors. They're the ones that help me out," said SH1 
Zamora. 

She was one of 12 finalists to undergo an intense review 
board to earn the honor. There were six candidates for Sea 

Sailor of the Year and six candidates for Shore Sailor of the 
Year. 

"I just do my job as best as I can and give 150 percent 
every day," she said. "What I do on a daily basis is just try to 
do my job and be positive at all times." 

The honoree's shipmates are proud of her achievement. 
"No mistake about it. She's what every Sailor should be 

and what they should strive to be. She's just outstanding in 
every way," stated LTJG Jacob McMurtrey. 

In May, Zamora will make Chief. In July, she will report 
to the staff of Fleet Forces Command. 

View Clip (RT: 1:35) 
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26. NROTC Midshipmen, Officer Candidates Hone Navigational Skills With Computer Simulator 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 25 MAR 12) ... Scott A. Thornbloom, Naval Service Training Command Public Affairs 

GREAT LAKES, Ill. -- Naval Service Training Command 
(NSTC), along with Naval Reserve Officers Training Corps 
(NROTC) units at universities and colleges across the country, 
marked four years of using a high-tech computer-based 
Mariner Skills Simulator (MSS) March 25. 

MSS provides future Navy officers navigational skills, 
even before stepping onto their first ship. 

"This has been really interesting and pretty cool," said 
Midshipman 1st Class Ryan Mahon, 22, from Long Island, N. 
Y., a senior at Marquette University in Milwaukee. "Instead of 
just plotting on maneuvering boards, the skills simulator lets 
us visualize the result of that plotting." 

Marquette's NROTC unit began using the simulator in 
2010 and, according to Naval science instructors; the system is 
allowing midshipmen to see what it's like to drive a ship in 
and out of port. 

"This software gives a visualization of what we teach and 
discuss in class," said Lt. Jon-Andrew Anderson, 27, from 
Lincoln, Neb., and assistant professor of naval science at 
Marquette. "It allows the student to plot courses, learn relative 
motion and actually act out and see what they have just 
plotted." 

When NSTC officials looked to create a navigational 
classroom aid for NROTC units in 2008, they originally 
unveiled a state-of-the-art Conning Officer Virtual 
Environment (COVE) and Sub Skills Net simulators at 
Jacksonville University (JU) in Jacksonville, Fla. They soon 
determined they needed something simpler than the 
navigational systems in place on Navy bases around the 
country. 

"We found that COVE and the Sub Skills Net was too 
involved and required too many people to operate them," said 
Dr. Michael Belanger, integrated logistics support manager 
from NSTC's Logistics (N4) department, who headed up the 
search and acquisition of what is now MSS. 

"We looked into buying navigational software but it was 
very expensive," Belanger said. "We liked the Sub Skills Net, 
and they said they might be able to come up with a program 
for surface ships similar to what they had for submarine 
drivers and navigators." 

Through the Sub Skills Net designers and NSTC software 
engineers, the MSS was born. Today, the more than 20 
NROTC units with the simulator are learning and developing 
the skills needed to safely and proficiently navigate on open 
waters once their naval career begins. 

"The way ahead for the Navy is simulation," said Capt. 
Joseph A. Bauknecht, commanding officer at Marquette. "It 
reduces overall operating costs in the fleet by doing more 
simulation. Today, here at Marquette, MSS is exposing 
students to simulation when we didn't have that before. It was 
all charts, maps and diagrams on a board. Now they have a 
real visualization of what they are trying to learn." 

Belanger said JU, Auburn, Savannah State and San Diego 
Universities were the first test beds for the new software. 

"We found that the software could enable students to 
work on MSS at any time even after class at night," Belanger 
said. "They didn't need other people to fire the system up. 
They could come in, turn on a computer and click on an icon. 
We also found that today's shipboard technology has gone 
way past the paper base." 

Belanger noted that on most ships today, navigation 
plotting stations are digital with a radar underneath to mark 
out coastlines and harbor land masses and navigational visual 
aids. 

Anderson said MSS is designed to allow midshipmen and 
officer candidates to gain confidence in navigation and to be 
comfortable when they step on the bridge of their first ship. 

"We are here in the middle of the country, and although 
we are right on Lake Michigan, we are thousands of miles 
from ships at sea," Anderson said. "Think how confident a 
new ensign will be when they recognize landmarks and visual 
navigation aids in San Diego, Norfolk, Seattle or anywhere in 
the world a U.S. Navy ship pulls into port." 

At Marquette and other universities, NROTC units have 
set up electronic classrooms with numerous linked computer 
stations. Each station has two monitors where a midshipman 
or officer candidate can see a digital navigation map that is 
similar to what they will see on radars and monitors on a 
bridge of a ship. The other monitor is the view they'd see 
coming or leaving a port or harbor, like looking out at the port 
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from the bridge. There are also weather elements that can be 
programed and called up. 

"We can program the morning marine layer in San Diego 
that can obscure Pt. Loma or NAS (Naval Air Station) North 
Island, or we can show them how thick and fast fog can roll 
into Puget Sound in Washington State, or show them rain in 
Norfolk," Anderson said. 

The MSS consists of software for navigation and 
seamanship. It is also used by the Navy at training commands, 
allowing students to accurately gauge a ship's navigation and 
handling and enhancing its contact management. Students can 
work as a team of two or three using a drop-down screen that 
shows them the same forward view that is on one of their 
computer monitors. The large screen also allows instructors to 
better measure the progress of the midshipman or officer 
candidate. 

Prior to MSS arriving, NROTC students were unable to 
get real experiences as navigators. 

"Today, midshipmen and officer candidates can now 
develop the cognitive skills necessary to be strong watch 
standers and can be evaluated on those skills by the 
instructor," said Lt. Saul Pavlinsky, senior naval science 
instructor at JU in 2008, adding the simulator will have many 
benefits for instructors. 

"Rather than attempting to teach the students theoretical 
aspects of navigation and ship handling, I am able to actually 
show them the real life applications of the tools they are 
learning in the classroom," Pavlinsky said. "The simulators are 
operating great and are providing the students an opportunity 

for hands-on operations vice sitting through a lecture about the 
theory of operations." 

Plans are underway for seven more universities to be 
equipped with MSS in 2012. In 2013 and 2014, nine more 
units will be learning navigation using MSS. Eventually, 
NSTC officials hope all the NROTC units will have MSS. 

Anderson, who was the navigator at his last command, 
guided-missile destroyer USS Momsen (DDG 92), said he 
hopes the Midshipmen and officer candidates will be as 
excited learning as he has been excited teaching navigation 
using MSS. 

"I always wanted to be a navigator," Anderson said. "It's 
what I really like to do. Being here and showing Marquette's 
midshipmen, officer candidates and students how exciting and 
challenging it can be to drive a ship into port using 
navigational points and landmarks is rewarding. It's neat to see 
them become excited bringing a ship into port successfully." 

The NROTC program is overseen by NSTC, 
headquartered at Naval Station Great Lakes, Ill. NROTC 
develops young men and women morally, mentally, and 
physically, and instills in them the highest ideals of honor, 
courage, and commitment. The program educates and trains 
young men and women for leadership positions in an 
increasingly technical Navy and Marine Corps. 

Training is an important element of the readiness area of 
the 21st Century Sailor and Marine initiative which 
consolidates a set of objectives and policies, new and existing, 
to maximize Sailor and Marine personal readiness, build 
resiliency and hone the most combat-effective force in the 
history of the Department. 
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FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
27. All Hand (Movements) On Deck 
Devices Would Allow Sailors to Guide UAVs With Hand Signals 
(DEFENSE NEWS 25 MAR 12) ... Joshua Stewart 

An aircraft carrier’s flight deck is constantly monitored, 
with every launch, recovery and taxi captured on video and 
broadcast throughout the ship. But when unmanned aircraft 
enter the U.S. Navy fleet, an entirely new camera may be 
installed, and the Sailors moving planes around the deck will 
be the stars. 

Researchers at MIT have developed a system that allows 
a camera and computer to recognize the hand signals that 
Sailors use to guide unmanned aircraft around the flight deck, 
a feat that could eventually enable Sailors to move a UAV 
with little more than a wave. 

It’s a step in answering one of the biggest challenges in 
unmanned naval aviation: how to safely control a UAV on a 
hectic carrier flight deck while maintaining the cycle of 
aircraft launches and recoveries. 

“It would be really nice if we had an unmanned vehicle 
that can understand human gestures,” said Yale Song, a 
doctoral candidate at MIT who developed a system. 

His work is the UAV equivalent of an aviation 
boatswain’s mate flashing hand signals to pilots before an 
aircraft launch and after a trap, or landing. In effect, Song has 
developed a way for a UAV to “see” the signals and identify 
the commands the signals represent. 

“Gesturing is an instinctive skill we all have, so it requires 
little or no thought, leaving the focus on the task itself, as it 
should be, not on the interaction modality,” Song and his 
colleagues wrote in a paper that appears in the March issue of 
ACM Transaction on Interactive Intelligent Systems, an 
academic journal. 

Song’s project works with a camera monitoring an 
aviation boatswain’s mate’s hand gestures. The camera 
instantly sends the images to a computer program he 
developed that can interpret the Sailor’s signals. With future 
research, a UAV may be able to understand that signal and 
maneuver around the flight deck as gingerly and deliberately 
as its manned counterpart. 

Song’s project, which began in January 2009, was funded 
by the Navy’s Office of Naval Research. He traveled to Naval 
Air Station Pensacola, Fla., and learned hand signals used on 
flight decks. 

From there, he returned to MIT with a Naval Air Training 
and Operating Procedures Standardization manual and taught 
20 students how to perform 24 gestures. Video footage from 
his lab shows a student wearing a yellow turtleneck and a 
cranial device, just like a shipboard aircraft handler. 

All 20 students performed the 24 signals in front of his 
camera, which translated their hand motions and body pose 
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into a stick figure. With that, Song developed an algorithm to 
“learn” how to identify signals from people it had never seen 
before. 

“Based on that training data, we trained our model so that 
when new data comes in, it has our algorithm to classify the 
sequence of gestures,” he said. 

In the journal article, he wrote that the system accurately 
recognizes gestures 75.37 percent of the time. 

There needs to be more research before his work is 
installed on a UAV, he said. 

For one, his project used a calm, well-lit laboratory 
setting, not a cluttered and fast-moving environment like a 
flight deck. As such, he must find a way to negate these 
variables so they don’t interfere with his system, he said. 

“We started from this controlled environment. Obviously, 
on the deck they have a glaze effect [on the camera lens] and a 
lot of people moving along, so we didn’t take those sorts of 
factors [into account], but that’s future work,” he said. 

Remote Control Approach 
While Song and other researchers at MIT have developed 

a way to recognize hand signals to control UAVs, Northrop 
Grumman has developed a special remote control system for 
maneuvering the company’s unmanned combat air system — 
the X-47B — on flight decks. 

Tighe Parmenter, director for business development for 
North-rop’s Unmanned Combat Air System Aircraft 
Demonstration team, said his company’s UAV will be moved 
by an “experienced operator” equipped with a control device 
that’s attached to the wrist, waist and one hand. 

Controllers will have access to both a display and controls 
that will allow them to adjust the plane’s throttle, lower the 
tailhook, apply the brakes and several other functions. The 
commands will go from the control system to the UAV via a 
digital datalink. 

“There are remote-controlled trucks, there are remote-
controlled airplanes, but this is on steroids,” Parmenter said. 

Northrop has tested the control system with X-47B 
mission operators, all of whom are pilots, many with naval 
aviation backgrounds. 

“One of the biggest things we’re proud of is that every 
function we have on this airplane can be done by a person who 
is smart on naval aviation,” he said. “A mission operator could 
be a senior enlisted person who is perhaps an air traffic 
controller or an [operations specialist]. The interfaces are very 
simple: keyboard and mouse.” 

Northrop also has developed and tested a system for 
autonomous landings. In July, software and hardware 
developed for the X-47B was installed on an F/A-18D Hornet, 
allowing the fighter jet to emulate the UAV’s landing 
program. 

The modification allowed theX-47B’s program to take 
control of the Hornet and land the plane on the deck of the 
carrier USS Dwight D. Eisenhower while the plane’s pilot 
kept his hands off the controls. The process was aided by a 
series of automatic messages between the plane and the 
carrier. The plane’s approach was tracked with GPS, and 
automatic adjustments were made to ensure the Hornet was on 
the proper trajectory. 

Besides the new hardware and software, that flight looked 
just like any other manned landing. And that was the point: 
The X-47B is supposed to operate exactly like a manned 
aircraft, with no special procedures, accommodations and 
allowances. 

There is still human interaction in a UAV landing similar 
to what occurs in a manned recovery. For one, both manned 
and unmanned aircraft need to receive clearance from air 
traffic control. From there, the landing signal officer is 
responsible for safety. The LSO must still accept the plane via 
the “pickle switch,” and can wave off an approach if an unsafe 
condition develops. 

Mary Cummings, a former Hornet and A-4 Skyhawk pilot 
who is a professor at MIT’s Humans and Automation Lab, 
said the most difficult part of putting UAVs on a carrier is 
coordinating sensors on the flight deck and making sure 
everyone has access to all the information they need. 

“There’s no question it could be done; it’s a technical 
feat,” said Cummings, who researches unmanned vehicles. 
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28. U.S. Navy's Newly Launched Spacecraft Is Flying High 
(SPACEFLIGHT NOW 26 MAR 12) ... Justin Ray 

The U.S. Navy's new satellite to provide more agile 
communications for forces on the move has successfully 
maneuvered itself into a perch 22,300 miles above Earth and 
unfurled its giant umbrella-like mesh antennas. 

Launched by ULA's Atlas 5 rocket on Feb. 24 from Cape 
Canaveral into a geosynchronous transfer orbit, the Mobile 
User Objective System 1 satellite has executed eight firings of 
its liquid apogee main engine to ascend from that dropoff 
point. The rocket delivered the craft to a preliminary 2,150 by 
22,237 statute mile orbit, which has now been circularized, 
and the inclination was reduced from 19 degrees to about 5 
degrees relative to the equator. 

Deployment of the craft's power-generating solar arrays 
has occurred, now spanning more than 90 feet, and the pair of 
antenna reflectors on boom assemblies took place as planned. 

The communications payload carries two gold mesh 
antennas, built by Harris Corp., to serve legacy-equipment 
users transmitting through a 17.7-foot-diameter reflector on 

the bottom of the craft and the advanced, multi-beam features 
of MUOS to significantly increase the transmission capacity 
over the Navy's previous satellites through a large 46-foot 
reflector atop the satellite. 

Satellite-builder Lockheed Martin is conducting its 
checkout of MUOS 1 before handing control to the military 
for acceptance testing. The craft is scheduled to enter service 
later this summer. 

The Navy has not announced which of five available 
orbital zones the spacecraft will be operated from -- the vast 
Pacific Ocean, the continental U.S. coverage area, the Atlantic 
Ocean region, or two positions over the Indian Ocean and the 
Middle East. The testing location is over the Pacific in view of 
ground station in Hawaii. 

The expansive footprint of MUOS 1 will cover a huge 
swath of the planet to serve ships, submarines, aircraft, land 
vehicles and terminals in the hands of troops. 
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"The ability for a warfighter to make a telephone call over 
a MUOS terminal and send data at 10 times more capacity 
than they can now will be a significant improvement," said 
Navy Capt. Paul Ghyzel, MUOS program manager. 

Four primary satellites and one orbiting spare will 
comprise the MUOS system as it is fielded over the next few 
years to augment and then replace the Navy's aging Ultra High 
Frequency spacecraft constellation. 

MUOS utilizes commercial 3G cellular telephone and 
satellite technology to provide UHF communications through 
"rugged smartphones" in the hands of troops, unlike the bulky 
gear needed to talk with the older generation of satellites. 

"With MUOS they'll be able to move around the 
battlespace," said Navy Cmdr. Jeff King, a MUOS systems 
engineer. "They'll be able to communicate to users on the 
other side of a mountain or the other side of the world." 
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29. Navy Maintenance Yards Lack Training On New Systems, Admiral Says 
(DEFENSE DAILY 27 MAR 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

The Navy makes "little or no investment" to ensure its 
maintenance yards are familiar with new shipboard systems 
when they arrive to the fleet, resulting in knowledge gaps that 
could be addressed by bringing support personnel into the 
acquisition process, the admiral in charge of Regional 
Maintenance Command (RMC) said yesterday. 

"The capability or the talent of an individual is only as 
good as it is the day we hire them," Rear Adm. David Gale 
told a symposium hosted by the American Society of Naval 
Engineers (ASNE). "We make little or no investment in 
making sure that anybody at RMC is ready for the next thing." 

Gale said he wants maintenance personnel more involved 
in the acquisition process to gain a better understanding of 
future systems coming on line to "to get them smart sooner," 
so when new technology arrives "it's less of a surprise and 
they are actually more capable." 

"We don't do anything to bring the waterfront...into the 
game of what we are buying, how we're developing it, when 
are we testing it, and when it's going to deliver," he said at the 
two-day ASNE conference. 

Gale said he was looking for opportunities to bring his 
personnel into systems development and testing and into the 
initial operational capability (IOC) phase of programs. 
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30. CANES Will Help Navy Support Floating Networks 
Project off to brisk start following award of initial contract 
(DEFENSE SYSTEMS 26 MAR 12) ... Terry Costlow 

The Navy’s plans to upgrade its shipboard 
communications are moving forward quickly. In February, 
Northrop Grumman won a $36.6 million contract that could 
expand to $637.8 million over two years if all the options are 
implemented. 

The award, part of the Consolidated Afloat Networks and 
Enterprise Services (CANES) program, will begin with 
destroyers and amphibious assault ships, expanding to most 
Navy surface ships and submarines over time. CANES, 
managed by the Space and Naval Warfare Systems Command, 
seeks to streamline operations and reduce overall costs by 
using standardized technologies. Standardized networks are 
already replacing a range of legacy architectures that have 
grown up over time. 

“We’re retiring four networks each time we install a 
CANES network. There’s no way we can continue to manage 
with bits and pieces from all kinds of companies scattered on 
our ships. Right now, we don’t know what infrastructure we 
have on any ship,” said CAPT Didier LeGoff, program 
manager of the Tactical Networks Program Office for the 
Program Executive Office for Command, Control, 
Communications Computers and Intelligence in San Diego, 
Calif. 

The Navy plans to replace an array of different 
technologies with equipment built entirely with commercial 
off-the-shelf (COTS) products. As budgets decline, that’s the 
only way the Navy can continue to operate and upgrade its 
communications systems, LeGoff said. 

“That’s how we’ll keep costs down. COTS lets us 
complete, compete and compete again,” he said. “The best 
way to get kicked out of this program is to give us something 
proprietary.” 

There will be plenty of opportunities to get kicked out. 
The Navy plans to allow vendors to compete on upgrades 
every four years. 

The modernization effort involves software along with 
hardware. It will use hardware and software components that 
are known to work together to make it much easier to update 
software and hardware over time. That’s especially important 
when software patches and upgrades are being installed. 

“Getting applications to work on networks and play 
together is what keeps me awake at night,” LeGoff said. 
“Going forward, every application will have to go through 
testing before it goes on a ship. We have a technical and 
execution arm that will tell us what’s been authorized. We’ll 
ensure that all the authorized programs play together well.” 

Much of the software is based on a common operating 
system that includes Microsoft’s Windows 7, which is being 
deployed on ships as part of the Common PC Operating 
System Environment program. LeGoff said the rapid 
deployment of Windows 7 on ships, which began little more 
than a year after the operating system began shipping, is a 
groundbreaking step. 

“We’ve broken the paradigm of lagging industry by 
several years. We’ve already implemented Windows 7 on 
ships, it’s running on over 300 platforms. Many said we 
couldn’t get it on that many ships that quickly, but it’s a fact 
that we implemented a new operating system very quickly,” 
LeGoff said. 

Although adopting commercially available software is a 
central part of the overall effort to modernize shipboard 
networks, the Navy’s definition of COTS isn’t limited to 
corporate products. Open-source technologies such as Linux 
may be considered for some applications packages. 
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“I like open source; I don’t have to pay for it,” LeGoff said. 
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31. Think Tank Report Says U.S. Must Reinvest In Next-Gen Air Capabilities 
(DEFENSE DAILY 27 MAR 12) ... Pat Host 

The Obama administration and Congress must prioritize 
recapitalizing combat air capabilities to adequately support the 
president's new emphasis on the Asia-Pacific region, 
according to a recent report by the conservative think tank 
American Enterprise Institute. 

The March 2012 report, "Nearing Coffin Corner: U.S. Air 
Power on the Edge," said the White House and Congress must 
prioritize investment in next-generation weapon programs like 
the next generation bomber; the F-35 Joint Strike Fighter; the 
KC-46 aerial refueling tanker; F-22 modernization; low-range, 
low-observable, carrier-based strike platforms and joint 
electronic warfare capabilities to make the Asia-Pacific 
strategy successful. 

Diversified logistics lines, air base resiliency, carrier-
based group defenses, vigorous cyber capabilities, strong 
command and control networks and robust data links will also 
be critical enablers for the entire joint force, according to the 
report. 

"Should the United States find itself underequipped in a 
future conflict, it simply will not be possible to rapidly design, 
develop and field modern weapons systems and their requisite 
support elements," the report said. 

Reinvesting in air power is also critical due to the 
development of Anti-Access/Area-Denial (A2/AD) 
capabilities in the Asia-Pacific, according to the report. China 
has spent the last 20 years developing comprehensive aerial 
A2/AD capability with next-generation weapons programs 
like the J-20 stealth fighter, HQ-9 surface-to-air-missile and 
DF-21 anti-ship ballistic missile, according to the report. 

"Even where new technology is not available, China has 
the advantage of amassing its assets at home without having to 
worry about the complexities entailed with power projection," 
the report said. "This means that Chinese capabilities do not 
necessarily need to equal or exceed those of the United States 
to be effective." 

The report said with only 185 F-22s and 20 B-2s, the 
United States has an extremely limited number of stealth 
aircraft that could participate in a first-wave assault to 
eliminate the source of A2/AD threats. 

"These small-fleet dynamics become even more complex 
considering that only a portion of these aircraft would be 
combat-coded and available at a given time," the report said. 

Lockheed Martin produces the F-22 and F-35, Northrop 
Grumman the B-2 and Boeing the KC-46. 
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32. Navy’s Hawaii Conference To Explore Ocean Power 
(PACIFIC BUSINESS NEWS 26 MAR 12) ... Mark Abramson 

The Navy wants to bring back something similar to the 
ocean power buoys it tested off the coast of the Marine Corps 
Base Hawaii  at Kaneohe Bay. 

Those power buoys were used to evaluate the feasibility 
of using energy created by the buoys bobbing up and down in 
the ocean, and apparently the Navy liked what it saw. The 
buoys were built by Pennington, N.J.-based Ocean Power 
Technologies  . 

This week, Naval Facilities Engineering Command is 
holding a conference at the base to see what companies have 
to offer. It’s willing to provide the site for testing a company’s 
buoys and has already done all of the environmental impact 

work. That sounds like a sweet deal for tech businesses that do 
that type of work. 

“The goal would be to help these companies develop 
commercial systems and the Navy would enter into a power-
purchase agreement,” said Bob Fredrickson, division director 
for ocean engineering with NAVFAC’s Engineering Service 
Center. 

The Navy wants buoy power to reduce the service’s 
dependence on fossil fuels, he added. 

That makes sense when you look at how much gas and oil 
costs these days. 
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33. Internet Search Yields Bogus Arms Parts From China 
(REUTERS 26 MAR 12) ... Andrea Shalal-Esa 

WASHINGTON - U.S. government investigators, using a 
fictitious company, were able to easily find electronic parts for 
weapons from China on the Internet and every single item 
they bought was counterfeit, despite China's pledge to crack 
down on fake products. 

A new report by the congressional Government 
Accountability Office showed that 334 of 396 vendors who 
offered to sell parts to the fictitious company were from 
China. 

It said all 16 parts eventually purchased by the fake 
company came from 13 China-based vendors and all were 
determined by an independent testing laboratory to be 
counterfeit. 

"These findings should outrage every American," said 
Senator Carl Levin, the Michigan Democrat who heads the 
Senate Armed Services Committee, calling the new report 
"deeply troubling." 

"The Chinese government's refusal to shut down 
counterfeiting that occurs openly in their country puts our 
national security and the safety of our military men and 
women at risk. It also costs thousands of American jobs." 

Levin and the top Republican on the committee, Senator 
John McCain, blasted China last year for failing to control a 
flood of counterfeit parts installed on U.S. weapons systems. 

At the time, they said committee investigators had 
identified about 1,800 cases involving one million counterfeit 
parts since 2009. 
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They asked the GAO to carry out the fictitious shopping 
trip as part of the committee's broader investigation, which is 
nearing completion. The GAO specifically requested parts that 
were new in original packaging, not refurbished. 

McCain said the GAO report made clear how easily 
Chinese counterfeiters were able to access the U.S. market. 

Given the lack of any crackdown by China, Levin said it 
was critical that the U.S. Treasury and Department of 
Homeland Security stop counterfeit products from entering the 
country, using authorities added to last year's defense 
authorization bill. 

"There is too much at stake for us to delay," Levin said. 
The GAO cautioned that the results of the latest report 

were based on a small sample and could not be used to make 
inferences about the extent to which parts were being 
counterfeited. 

It said it bought seven parts with authentic part numbers 
that were out of production, including parts used on the Air 
Force's F-15 fighters, the Marine Corps' V-22 Osprey tilt-rotor 
aircraft and the Navy's nuclear submarines. All of those parts 
failed inspection and were determined to be counterfeit. 

It also purchased five parts with authentic part numbers 
that were stamped with date codes beyond the item's last 
actual production date and all of those were determined to be 
counterfeit as well. 

The agency also bought four parts with made-up numbers 
that are not associated with any authentic parts, which it said 
showed the willingness of the vendors "to supply parts that do 
not technically exist." All 40 of the responses it received for 
the bogus part numbers came from Cina, the GAO said. 

The GAO also noted it was able to get membership on 
two Internet buying platforms fairly easily, while a third 
rejected the request from the fictitious company. None of the 
platforms contacted the company's listed references, it said. 

Parts for defense systems are bought from many sources, 
which often are infiltrated by counterfeit items, the senators 
said. China has been identified nearly five times more 
frequently than any other country as a source of counterfeit 
parts, according to a U.S. Commerce Department report. 

After the November Senate hearing, a spokesman for the 
Chinese Foreign Ministry rejected the committee's findings 
and said China was committed to fighting fake products. 

Return to Index 
 
 

BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
34. Malloy, McDonnell Lobby Pentagon 
(GOVERNORS JOURNAL 26 MAR 12) ... Dean Pagani 

WASHINGTON, D.C. – Governors across the country are 
taking early steps to prepare for the next round of military 
base closings and realignments. A new commission on base 
closings is expected sometime in the next five years as efforts 
are made in Washington, D.C. to balance the federal budget, 
in part by reducing defense spending and building a new 
military based on precision rapid deployment. 

The move toward specialized light reaction forces 
threatens old line military facilities in many states, that were 
constructed in the early part of the last century, to fight World 
War Two and contain the Soviet threat. 

This week governors Bob McDonnell(R) of Virginia and 
Dannel Malloy(D) of Connecticut took action to make their 
best case to the defense department. McDonnell announced his 
special commission on national security facilities met with the 
state’s congressional delegation on Capitol Hill to plan a joint 
strategy. 

Malloy traveled to Washington himself Monday to meet 
with Navy Secretary Ray Mabus. Malloy said Mabus’s 
background as the former governor of Mississippi was helpful 
as he made his case on behalf of the submarine base in Groton, 
Connecticut. 

The approach to the protection of state military facilities 
from federal budget cuts by Virginia and Connecticut 
illustrates what is at stake in big and small states. Malloy is 
lobbying D.C. primarily on the preservation of one base that is 
vital to a major sector of his state’s economy. 

McDonnell’s focus is on “national security facilities,” an 
indication that Virginia is highly reliant on defense both in 
terms of manufacturing and the administration of the nation’s 
defense agencies. His state is home to the Pentagon, the 
Central Intelligence Agency and several other key security 

agencies. At the height of the most recent recession, both 
Virginia and Maryland were somewhat insulated from the 
severity of the economic downturn, because of the high level 
of defense related spending in the mid-Atlantic region. 

Malloy’s immediate predecessor, Governor Jodi Rell(R) 
led a major campaign to save the submarine base in Groton 
during the last major round of base closings. The winning 
effort helped secure her re-election. 

As a result, since 2005, Connecticut has invested over $50 
million in state funds to help modernize the Groton sub base to 
maintain its importance in the decades ahead and make it less 
likely to become a target of cost reduction efforts. 

Malloy told Governors Journal Secretary Mabus is very 
aware of the efforts Connecticut has made and said “he uses 
Connecticut as an example” when talking with state officials 
across the country about the best approach to preserving the 
viability of their own facilities. 

“I’m certainly convinced that he (Mabus) understands the 
significance of this facility and I think he understands (a) the 
strategic value of submarines in general and (b) the 
dispersement of that asset,” Malloy said. 

Malloy said he made the case – as his predecessor did – 
that you don’t want all the nation’s submarines clustered in 
one location. “If you were to house everything in one area – 
it’s obviously a lot more vulnerable to natural disasters as well 
as planned terrorism.” 

Malloy promised Mabus Connecticut plans to continue to 
make investments in its submarine base in the future. 

According to a news release from Malloy’s office, the 
Groton base accounts for an estimated 15,000 jobs in 
Connecticut with an estimated economic impact of $4.5 
billion. 
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35. George Washington Hosts Spring Festival Open House 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 26 MAR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Kaitlyn R. Breitkreutz 

YOKOSUKA, Japan -- The crew of the nuclear-powered 
aircraft carrier USS George Washington (CVN 73) welcomed 
aboard more 11,000 guests during Commander, Fleet 
Activities Yokosuka's annual Spring Festival, March 25. 

"This is a great opportunity for us to thank the Japanese 
for their kindness and friendship while George Washington is 
forward deployed in the western Pacific," said Capt. David A. 
Lausman, commanding officer of George Washington. 

Guests were able to tour the ship's hanger bay and 
participate in interactive displays coordinated by George 
Washington's Security, Weapons, Media, Medical, Operations, 
Engineering and Air departments. Many tried on equipment, 
witnessed a mock surgery, manned a 50-caliber machine gun, 
had their photo taken with a Sailor and rode an aircraft 
elevator to and from the flight deck. 

"The reaction to the displays has been very positive," said 
Aviation Ordnanceman 1st Class Marlon Bell from East St. 
Louis, Ill. "They're very appreciative." 

"When I first set up we had people coming up right away 
and it was all smiles. It's a lot of work to put these displays 
together, but it's worth it when we get those smiles," said Bell. 

One of the largest crowds formed in front of the Security 
department exhibit where guests could dress in tactical gear 
while others had the opportunity to swing a practice baton at a 
patrolman wearing the "Red Man" protective gear. 

"I've had people of all ages coming up," said Airman Eric 
McFarland from Houston. "The Japanese people are very 
polite. They didn't want to hurt him, but once they realized 
how safe we are in our gear, they had a lot of fun." 

On the flight deck, visitors saw where George 
Washington launches and recovers more than 100 aircraft 
daily while underway, but just getting to and from the flight 
deck proved to be the most exciting opportunity as cheers 
could be heard across the base with each elevator run. 

"Our Sailors go up and down on the aircraft elevators all 
the time, but seeing this through the eyes of our guests really 
reminds us how exciting a job aboard an aircraft carrier can 
be," said Lausman. 

On the pier, dozens of volunteers from the ship's Chief 
Mess, First Class Petty Officers Association, CSAD Chapter 
and Family Readiness Group sold George Washington 
merchandise, hamburgers, hot dogs and drinks, raising 
thousands of dollars that benefits the crew's Morale, Welfare 
and Recreation fund. 

George Washington returned to her forward-operating 
port of Yokosuka, Japan November 22 after navigating more 
than 50,000 nautical miles across the Western Pacific during 
her summer and fall patrols. While underway, the crew 
operated with more than a dozen different nations helping to 
ensure security and stability across the region. 

Return to Index 
 

36. Navy Opens Plush Barracks Named For WWII Hero 
John Finn Hall funded by $67 million from stimulus 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 26 MAR 12) ... Jeanette Steele 

CORONADO — When John Finn was a young Sailor 
serving in Coronado, barracks didn’t come with washers and 
dryers in the rooms. 

Not to mention a microwave in every kitchen, and flat-
screen televisions in the community lounge. 

Navy leaders debuted the state of the art in enlisted 
barracks on Monday at North Island Naval Air Station. But 
they named the building after a hero of the past. 

John William Finn Hall celebrates the man who received 
the Medal of Honor, the highest military award for valor in 
combat, for his actions during the attacks on Hawaii in World 
War II. 

Finn died in May 2010 at age 100 and is buried in east 
San Diego County. Last month, the Navy announced that a 
new Arleigh Burke-class destroyer, the DDG 113, will be 
named for him. 

The barracks are the first built in Coronado since the 
1970s. At $67 million, the project is one of the 10 largest in 
San Diego County to be funded by stimulus spending under 
the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act. 

It is part of the Navy’s Homeport Ashore initiative, which 
is providing barracks for young Sailors who otherwise would 
live aboard their ships while in port. 

Until Finn Hall opened with its 1,000 beds, Coronado had 
a 2,000-unit deficit for junior Sailors ranked E-4 and below, 
Navy officials said. The Navy has set a goal of providing 
rooms for all junior shipboard Sailors by 2016. 

Another new barracks is slated to be constructed at North 
Island by 2014. The last one built in the region was Palmer 
Hall at San Diego Naval Base in 2004. 

“This is a very special day for us,” said Rear Adm. Dixon 
Smith, commanding officer of the Navy’s Southwest region, at 
a ceremony for Finn Hall on Monday. 

He told the audience, which included Pearl Harbor 
survivors who knew Finn, to check out the accommodations 
— especially the outdoor patios with their sweeping views of 
the ocean and downtown San Diego. 

Inside, each unit offers a kitchen with table, a bathroom 
and two bedrooms, with two beds in each. Each Sailor gets a 
closet, desk, drawers and under-bed storage. 

The floors are polished concrete. The furnished lobby, 
with a vaulted ceiling, holds photos of Finn as a stoic young 
man receiving his Medal of Honor. There’s a copy of his 
award citation, a replica of the medal and Finn’s Medal of 
Honor car license plate. 

Outside, there’s a new basketball court and volleyball 
area. A soccer field is just a parking lot away. The base 
bowling alley and movie theater are next door. 

Most important, Smith said, are the single beds. They are 
bigger than those on ships, where Sailors sleep in three-high 
bunks known as “coffin racks” because that’s how little space 
they offer. 

Now, Smith said, “They can sit up in bed and not hit their 
heads.” 
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World War II veteran Gordon Jones was serving at 
Kaneohe Bay Naval Air Station with Finn when the Japan 
attacked on Dec. 7, 1941. 

He remembers Finn, a chief aviation ordnanceman at the 
time, manning a big .50-caliber machine gun from an exposed 
position throughout the battle, despite being repeatedly 
wounded. 

On Monday, a sculpture honoring Finn was unveiled and 
now sits in the barracks lobby. It depicts him firing his 
weapon, dozens of spent bullet casings on the ground. 

Jones likes the fact that his old friend’s name is on this 
hall. But he laughs when he remembers the barracks back in 
Kaneohe Bay when he was 18. 

“It was very meager,” he said, describing a room filled 
with bunk beds. “They weren’t plush at that time.” 

Times certainly have changed. Joanna Ulloa-Black, 22, 
will be the first Sailor to get a room in Finn Hall this week. 

She is an aviation ordnanceman, whose job is maintaining 
weapons on aircraft, just like Finn. The Navy is making a 
point to assign aviation ordnance Sailors as the first occupants. 

Ulloa-Black lived aboard the aircraft carrier Ronald 
Reagan for her first three years in the Navy. She’s in an older 
barracks at North Island now, on temporary duty while the 
Reagan is undergoing maintenance in Washington state. 

The highlights of Finn Hall, for her: bathtubs. And stoves. 
“I can cook, finally!” she said. “This is like heaven.” 
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37. ONR And Nation's Engineers Tackle Noise At Hydroelectric Plants 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 26 MAR 12) ... Tammy J. White, Office of Naval Research 

ARLINGTON, Va. -- Using research designed to protect 
warfighters from noise-induced hearing loss in the naval 
environment, the Office of Naval Research has joined the 
Bureau of Reclamation and U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to 
turn down the volume at the nation's power plants, officials 
announced March 26. 

ONR will lend its extensive expertise in noise-induced 
hearing loss (NIHL) to help identify noise sources and propose 
engineering controls at dams and hydroelectric plants 
nationwide as part of the interagency agreement. 

"The Navy in general, and ONR in particular, is leading 
the curve when it comes to understanding the dangers of 
noise," said Kurt Yankaskas, a program manager in ONR's 
Warfighter Performance Department. "It's a serious problem 
not only in the Navy and Marine Corps, but across modern 
society." 

The added project scope results in $14,000 in additional 
federal funding, bringing the total to $109,000, to evaluate and 
seek new controls for protecting plant workers from hearing 
damage sustained on the job. 

Noise is a research area ONR knows all too well. 
"Within ONR, we're addressing noise-induced hearing 

loss from all perspectives-engineering, audiology, acquisition 
programs, medical research and more," Yankaskas says. "The 
American public is starting to learn how pervasive our noise 
exposures are." 

The Bureau of Reclamation maintains and operates 476 
dams and 58 hydroelectric power plants across 17 western 
states. Collectively, dams like the Grand Coulee in 
Washington and the Hoover in Colorado produce more than 
40 billion kilowatts of energy. 

By its estimates, that's enough power to satisfy the needs 
of 9 million people for one year, offsetting the need for an 
equivalent 6.8 billion tons of coal or 23.5 million barrels of 
oil. 

The dams have been labeled national strategic assets but 
that power comes at a substantial cost. 

"Of our worker's comp costs, about 20-25 percent is due 
to hearing loss compensation," said James Meredith, who 
manages safety and occupational health, security safety and 
law enforcement at the Bureau of Reclamation. "That amounts 
to $1.5 to 2 million dollars per year ... Dollar-wise, it's the 
largest single component of claims that we have." 

The intense roar of the water threatens the hearing of 
approximately 5,300 of the organization's workers across the 
country, despite attempts to provide employees with personal 
hearing protection. 

"Down near the lower elevations of the power plant, 
where the water is coming down through the pen stocks and 
coming down over the turbines, noise can range as much as 
115-120 decibels, which is quite loud," Meredith said. "And 
[for] every five decibels, that increases by seven or eight 
factors of loudness." 

That is louder than the sound output at an average rock 
concert or music venue, which is estimated to range between 
110-115 decibels by the Occupational Safety and Health 
Administration. 

Six sites, of varying sizes, will undergo an initial round of 
noise surveys this spring, with additional surveys slated later 
this year for plants operated by the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers. 

"In essence, we're being asked to help look into the issue 
of noise control to reduce noise exposures," said ONR's 
Yankaskas. "This is an opportunity to transition the 
approaches we've been developing for Sailors and Marines 
ONR to other federal agencies." 

The Army Corps of Engineer's infrastructure includes 
power-generating units and plants that provide 25 percent of 
the nation's hydropower capacity-but its reach expands to a 
host of other facility types, says Andrea Pouliot, industrial 
hygiene program manager. 

Some 25,000 miles of commercially navigable channels, 
225 lock chambers and 2,500 recreational areas fall under the 
Corps' charge. At one facility, the John Day Lock and Dam 
along the Columbia River, the Corps estimates more than 2.5 
million gallons of water crashes down every second the dam 
operates at 100 percent water discharge capacity. 

Pouliot attributes safety controls, such as covering turbine 
generators, to limiting personnel's exposure. 

"We still do have hearing loss cases, and we are excited 
and interested in trying to figure out how to control the noise 
so that we're able to prevent them," Pouliot said. 

Field measurements, including acoustic octave band and 
vibration analyses, will be taken at selected facilities in the 
Pacific Northwest and Colorado regions through May 2012: 
Grand Coulee, Roza, Chandler, Dalles, Detroit, Estes, Mary's 
Lake and Flatiron. 
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Following a data evaluation period this summer, ONR 
will propose areas for noise improvement through a range of 
engineering and technology controls. 

Sustained exposure to high sound levels attributed to 
water, aircraft engines, machine shops and other areas in the 
naval environment-and sudden intense noises like improvised 
explosive devices encountered in the field-can all contribute to 
noise-induced hearing loss over time. 

Through the interagency partnership, ONR officials 
continue their efforts to demonstrate the broad applications of 

naval science and technology across government and industry 
as well as sectors such as public health, energy and power. 

ONR's Noise-Induced Hearing Loss Program takes a 
multi-pronged approach at devising sound solutions in the 
naval environment: reducing noise at the source; developing 
personal protective equipment; developing medical prevention 
and treatment strategies; and evaluating incidence and 
susceptibility. 
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38. Final Environmental-Impact Statement Issued For Explosives Wharf At Bangor 
(KITSAP (WA) SUN 26 MAR 12) ... Ed Friedrich 

BANGOR — The Navy is close to getting the go-ahead to 
build a second explosives handling wharf for Naval Base 
Kitsap submarines. 

The final environmental-impact statement, or FEIS, is 
complete and will appear Friday in the Federal Register. After 
a 30-day waiting period, the Navy will announce it'll go with a 
combined-trestle design that casts less shade on 
environmentally sensitive shallow water. Provided permits 
aren't delayed, construction will begin in July and continue 42 
to 48 months. 

The $715 million project comprises a covered slip long 
enough for a 560-foot-long submarine to pull inside, a 
warping wharf at which another could wait, and trestled roads 
on which trucks haul missiles. The facility will cover 6.3 acres 
of Hood Canal, but less than a half-acre over water shallower 
than 30 feet. Up to 1,250 piles will be driven. 

The existing 30-year-old wharf needs frequent 
maintenance and is undergoing a 12-year pile-replacement 
program that limits its availability to 200 days a year. That's 
not enough to support the base's eight Trident ballistic-missile 
submarines, which can each carry 24 missiles, the Navy says. 
An upgrade will only increase it to 300 days because of annual 
maintenance, primarily on cranes. The Navy needs 400 days. 

The existing wharf was built to accommodate C4 
missiles. They've been swapped out for bigger, more complex 
D5 missiles, which require more time for handling. There are 
no plans for Bangor to lose or gain Trident submarines. 

The FEIS addresses updates to the project that occurred 
during the design process, replacement facilities, new 
maintenance and species information, and more about 
sediment transport and seismic issues, said Christine 
Stevenson, EIS project manager for the Navy. 

Agencies, tribes, local officials, organizations and private 
citizens wrote comments about the project's purpose and need, 
cost, national defense, environmental impacts, species 
impacts, safety risks and, especially, proposed mitigation 
projects, Stevenson said. Many expressed the wanted 
mitigation to be done in Kitsap County. 

That's the Navy's preferred strategy, to hand over millions 
of federal dollars to the Hood Canal Coordinating Council and 
let it manage the restoration effort through what's called the 
In-Lieu Fee Compensatory Mitigation Program. 

If the program doesn't get approved in time by the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers and Washington Department of 
Ecology, the Navy can fall back to Jefferson County projects 
at Dabob Bay and Shine. 

The Navy rejected projects at Port Gamble Bay and Big 
Beef Creek. It said Big Beef Creek, which would have had its 
estuary mouth widened, is in pretty good shape and wouldn't 
give much mitigation credit, and Port Gamble Bay is 
undergoing pollution cleanup that would be a liability risk to 
the Navy. 

"While mitigation in Kitsap County would be desirable, 
our highest goal and priority is compensation for the loss of 
aquatic resources within the watershed," the FEIS states. 

The project is much broader than the on-water work. 
There will be an abutment for the trestle, a new access road 
around an existing stormwater pond and utility upgrades. 
About 15 existing structures would be hardened and five 
demolished to comply with requirements to protect buildings 
near explosives handling operations. Three new buildings will 
replace four old ones. 

The Navy is keeping the explosives safety arc information 
secret because of its "sensitive nature." 

Glen Milner, longtime opponent of nuclear weapons, 
sought it. 

"The Navy will pay millions of dollars to move buildings 
and harden structures to protect them from an accident at the 
EHW while neglecting to address the possible environmental 
harm from such an event, telling Puget Sound residents not to 
worry because the Navy has not blown up Hood Canal in the 
past 30 years," he said. 

The Navy says the explosive risk is "extremely low." 
"There has never been an accident at the existing EHW 

that has jeopardized the safety of NKB at Bangor, the local 
population or the environment," the FEIS reads. The Bangor 
wharf and two at the Trident base at Kings Bay, Ga., have 
operated safely for more than 30 years, it says. 

The Trident submarine program remains a vital part of the 
nation's strategic deterrence mission, the Navy says. 

"As long as nuclear weapons exist, the United States will 
sustain safe, secure and effective nuclear forces," the 
document reads. "These nuclear forces will continue to play an 
essential role in deterring potential adversaries and reassuring 
allies and partners around the world." 
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39. Shipyard Union Sues, Saying Navy Took Over 'Co-Op' 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 27 MAR 12) ... Bill Sizemore 

NORFOLK -- A union at Norfolk Naval Shipyard is suing 
the government in two federal courts, alleging that the Navy 
fraudulently took over an employee-owned food-service 
cooperative without compensating the workers. 

One of the cases is a class action on behalf of thousands 
of current and former civilian shipyard employees. 

Both lawsuits seek an unspecified amount of money in 
damages. An earlier administrative claim, which the Navy 
denied, sought $5.4 million. 

The lawsuits were filed this month in U.S. District Court 
in Norfolk and the U.S. Court of Federal Claims in 
Washington. The plaintiffs are Local No. 1 of the International 
Federation of Professional and Technical Engineers, which 
represents engineers and technicians at the Portsmouth 
shipyard, and Edward Bowe, a union steward. 

The union has a seat on the board of the shipyard Co-
Operative Association, which was established in 1914 by 
employees to sell lunches and snacks to workers. 

The "co-op," as it's known, was set up with employees' 
personal money with no contribution from the Navy and at 
one point had gross receipts in excess of $1 million a year, 
according to the lawsuits. 

In 2010, the lawsuits allege, the Navy seized control of 
the co-op's assets without compensating its members. The 
Navy allegedly acknowledged that it could not account for co-
op assets amounting to at least $4 million. 

The co-op is now operating at a loss, "its assets wasted or 
given away," the lawsuits allege. 

The government has not yet responded to the allegations 
in court, and the shipyard had no comment. 

The lawsuit in the federal claims court asserts that the 
Navy's takeover of the co-op is a "wrongful taking" in 
violation of the Fifth Amendment to the U.S. Constitution, 
which says private property cannot be taken for public use 
without just compensation. 

That case is styled as a class action on behalf of all 
current and past civilian employees who were members of the 
co-op. The shipyard's civilian workforce ranged as high as 
40,000 at its peak during World War II. It now stands at about 
9,000. 

The 245-year-old shipyard is one of four Naval Sea 
Systems Command shipyards specializing in repairing, 
overhauling and modernizing ships and submarines. 
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40. Cuts Could Kill Buildup 
Analysts fear impact of federal 'sequestration' 
(GUAM PACIFIC DAILY NEWS 27 MAR 12) ... Paul C. Barton 

WASHINGTON -- The budget hammer known as 
"sequestration" would force abandonment of plans to move 
U.S. Marines from Okinawa to Guam, regardless of any 
progress made with Japan over basing issues, some defense 
analysts say. 

Sequestration is Capitol Hill-speak for deep, across-the-
board federal spending cuts that will start in January as part of 
a budget agreement President Barack Obama reached with 
Congress in August. 

"It would scuttle Guam," said Bruce Klingner, a specialist 
on Asian military issues at the Heritage Foundation, a 
Washington thinktank. "The least of our worries are going to 
be the Guam agreements." 

Plans to move at least 4,700 Marines and their dependents 
from Okinawa to Guam stem from a 2006 agreement the 
United States negotiated with Japan. But complicating the 
process have been frequent changes in the Japanese 
government and its reluctance to agree on a replacement site 
on Okinawa for the Futenma Marine Air Station, home to 
about 10,000 Marines. Even with the move, about 10,000 
Marines would remain stationed on Okinawa. 

Several members of the Senate Armed Services 
Committee have recently complained the delays already made 
the move too expensive. The original estimate was $10 billion 
but some newer projections put it at anywhere from $17 
billion to $30 billion. Japan, which was originally supposed to 
pay 60 percent, has recently called for its costs to be reduced. 

Cost cuts 
The Pentagon is scheduled to see its spending cut $487 

billion over the next decade, and another $500 billion in cuts 
could kick in come January under budget sequestration, which 

would force cuts of close to 24 percent in all forms of military 
spending. 

Defense Secretary Leon Panetta has called mandated-
percentage cuts especially troublesome because there is no 
way to build a fraction of a ship or a fraction of a barrack or 
other military installation. Instead, whole projects would have 
to be called off. 

"The U.S. military would be scrambling hard to survive," 
Klingner said. 

Even though numerous military experts and top Pentagon 
officers have warned of catastrophic consequences to U.S. 
military power, the cuts will happen unless the president and 
Congress agree on a new course for bringing down deficits 
over the next 10 years. Obama wants new tax revenues as part 
of such a plan, but congressional Republicans balk at the idea. 

A House-Senate "supercommittee" was supposed to come 
up with an alternate deficit-reduction plan in November, 
which would have avoided sequestration, but failed to do so. 

'Scrapped' 
"There is no doubt the Marine movement to Guam would 

be scrapped under sequestration," added Mackenzie Eaglen, 
defense analyst at the American Enterprise Institute. 

"The money for these types of activities and military 
construction is already being reduced in the pending defense 
budget due to ongoing spending cuts," Eaglen said. 

Lawrence Korb, of the Center for American Progress and 
the Center for Defense Information, said he agreed with that 
assessment but thinks Congress and the White House will find 
a way to step back from the brink. 

"I doubt they are going to let that happen," Korb said. 
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But Sarah Binder, congressional scholar at George 
Washington University, said, "There are a lot of unknowns 
and a lot of moving pieces in the mix." 

One of those unknowns, she said, is what happens to the 
tax cuts passed in 2001 and 2003 under former President 
George W. Bush. They expire at the end of the year. The 
added revenues might mean spending cuts wouldn't have to be 
as deep. 

Binder said that "judging from the August (2011) deficit 
deal, Republicans prefer to cut defense spending than to 
increase revenues by raising tax rates. I suspect that will still 
be their position come December. Democrats are willing to let 
the upper income Bush tax cuts expire, and that would make it 
easier to offset sequestration." 

She said she thinks there is a "decent chance" a deal will 
be reached. 

"Of course, given Congress's recent track record," Binder 
said, "it's just as likely that there's a deal that keeps tax rates 
low, sequestration is canceled, and they just kick the deficit 
can down the road again." 

Obligations 
Meanwhile, Klingner said the United States needs to 

become more forceful with Japan and call for it to live up to 
its treaty obligations, especially given the new assertiveness of 
the Chinese military and ongoing problems with North Korea. 

In particular, he said, U.S. officials should point to the 
example of South Korea, which has been fully cooperative in 
responding to various North Korean provocations in recent 
years. 

The best situation for the American forces -- in terms of 
responding to a future crisis in the region -- would be to keep 
all the Marines on Okinawa, said Klingner, the Heritage 
Foundation expert. 

"But, from a political and alliance management 
perspective, it is advantageous to reduce the potential for local 
friction and protests which could jeopardize the overall US 
military presence on Okinawa," he said. 

"Reducing the U.S. military footprint on Okinawa is 
designed to maintain as many U.S. military capabilities 
forward-deployed on Okinawa as possible." 
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NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
41. AF-Navy Collaborate To Find Answers On Hypoxia 
Units are working to solve a ‘common issue’ for military pilots. 
(DAYTON DAILY NEWS 25 MAR 12) ... Barrie Barber 

WRIGHT-PATTERSON AIR FORCE BASE — The Air 
Force and the Navy have combined research into a perplexing 
problem that may have vexed both services in the skies. 

The U.S. Air Force School of Aerospace Medicine and 
the Naval Medical Research Unit, next door to each other at 
Wright-Patterson, have linked research for hypoxia — 
incidents that may have caused a lack of oxygen to reach 
pilots during some flights in the Air Force’s F-22 Raptor 
stealth fighter and the Navy’s F-18, military leaders said. 

“We had what we believe was a common issue,” said 
Capt. Rita Simmons, executive officer of the Naval Medical 
Research Unit. “Nobody knows what the underlying problem 
is yet.” 

Col. Donald L. Noah, deputy commander of the Air Force 
School of Aerospace Medicine, said hypoxia research is a high 
priority at the school. “That’s one of the major tests going on 
right now,” he said. 

Noah and Simmons say the two are collaborating more on 
medical research since both relocated to Wright-Patterson last 
year to comply with the 2005 Base Realignment and Closure 
law. 

“Having them here just prevents duplication of effort,” 
Noah said. “Before we start any research, we say to them, 
‘Have you ever done this, do you want to do this with us?’” 

In the largest construction project in Ohio since World 
War II, the Air Force’s $239 million aerospace medical school 
opened at Wright-Patterson last year with 900 military and 
civilian staff members, and trains more than 5,000 students a 
year. The 680,000-square-foot complex, part of the 711th 
Human Performance Wing, relocated from its long-time home 
at Brooks City-Base in San Antonio, Texas. 

The Navy unit, with about 75 staffers, relocated aerospace 
medical research to the Dayton air base from Pensacola Naval 
Air Station in Florida. 

The Air Force school hired at least 200 people locally and 
the Navy hired about 40 area residents, officials said. 

The Navy brought one-of-a-kind machines that mimic 
conditions in flight to test human limits. 

An Air Force Institute of Technology researcher, for 
example, will use the Navy’s 12-foot-tall Vertical Linear 
Accelerator on base to test more effective ways to keep an 
image stable, such as on a Heads Up Display during vibration 
in an aircraft, Simmons said. 

A Heads Up Display beams flight data, such as speed and 
altitude, on a windscreen in front of a pilot. Vibration during 
flight can be a particular problem in helicopters, said 
Simmons, a physiologist and an aviator. 

Air Force and Navy research at the base also has 
investigated personnel selection traits to pick UAV crews, 
Simmons said. 

Both services plan to build more advanced machines at 
Wright-Patterson to test human physiology. 

The Air Force will construct a $34.4 million centrifuge, 
the largest in the world, at the School of Aerospace Medicine 
to replace similar machines at Brooks City-Base, Texas, 
Holloman Air Force Base, N.M., and at Wright-Patterson, 
according to base spokesman William Hancock. A centrifuge 
has a capsule-like device that spins around in a wide circular 
arc on a giant metal arm to test pilots’ G-force limits. 

The Navy will start operations this summer on a $19 
million Disorientation Research Device. Tests of the silver 
spinning chamber, capable of generating up to three times the 
force of gravity as it moves in three dimensions between two 
rails, aim to help researchers understand spatial disorientation 
and motion sickness in humans. 
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42. Losing Bidder Protests Medical Provider Switch 
Longtime contractor says Defense decision puts military at risk 
(WASHINGTON POST 27 MAR 12) ... Steve Vogel 

The Department of Defense's recent decision to change 
the longtime contractor responsible for providing health care 
to 2.9 million Tricare military beneficiaries in the western 
United States poses a risk to military health care, the losing 
bidder charged Monday. 

Triwest Healthcare Alliance, which earlier this month lost 
the $20.5 billion contract to UnitedHealth Group to manage 
the west region for Tricare, the U.S. military's health program, 
filed a protest Monday afternoon with the Government 
Accountability Office. 

In a statement, Triwest chief executive officer David J. 
McIntyre, Jr., called the March 16 decision “inexplicable,” 
and described UnitedHealth as “a company with a long history 
of performance problems and legal issues, and with no history 
of providing health care to the military.” 

Matt Stearns, a spokesman for UnitedHealth Group, said 
the company had no comment on the Triwest protest. 

“United Healthcare looks forward to putting our 
experience, expertise and resources to work on behalf of 
Tricare beneficiaries, and we are grateful for the opportunity 
to do so,” Stearns added. 

Triwest’s support of programs involving suicide 
prevention and treatment of post-traumatic stress disorder had 
won praise from military leaders. 

“They were leaders and innovators in trying to deliver 
those kinds of services to the Army and DoD,” retired Gen. 
Peter W. Chiarelli, who served as the Army’s vice chief of 
staff until January, said in an interview Monday. 

Triwest has held the Tricare west region contract for 16 
years. But the decision in 2009 to again award TriWest the 
contract was protested by UnitedHealth, and Tricare 
subsequently reissued its solicitation for bids. 

Kevin Dwyer, a spokesman for the Tricare Management 
Activity, said the decision to award the contract to 
UnitedHealth was based on “technical proficiency, past 
performances and price.” 

Triwest said its bid was hundreds of millions of dollars 
lower than UnitedHealth’s, and claims that the change will 
force many beneficiaries to either lose access to their current 
doctors or pay more to continue seeing them. 

Dwyer said “some beneficiaries may have to change 
providers, but it’s too early to speculate on how many.” 

In September, Triwest paid the government $10 million to 
settle a whistle blower lawsuit alleging the company kept 
savings that should have been passed on to the government. 
Scott Celley, a spokesman for the company, blamed the 
problem on “clerical errors.” 
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43. Half Of Senior NCOs To Face Separation Boards 
(ARMY TIMES 26 MAR 12) ... Jim Tice 

Fifty percent of the Army’s senior noncommissioned 
officers will be considered for possible involuntary separation 
by boards that meet over the next several months. 

The retention screenings, to be held in conjunction with 
senior NCO promotion boards, will apply to staff sergeants, 
sergeants first class, master sergeants and sergeants major. 
The boards will look for NCOs who are serving in chronically 
overstrength specialties, or who are mired in military 
occupational specialties with little or no promotion 
opportunity. 

That means that within the Regular Army, 64,500 NCOs 
will be screened, starting with the sergeant major board that 
convenes June 4. 

The master sergeant board meets in October, and the 
sergeant first class board meets in February 2013. 

The sergeant major board will look at sergeants major and 
master sergeants for the Qualitative Service Program. The 
master sergeants board for sergeants first class and the 
sergeants first class board will look at staff sergeants. 

The Army secretary signed off on the QSP program as of 
mid-March, Army Times has learned. 

Pentagon officials estimate that about 4,000 NCOs, most 
of them retirement-eligible, will be selected for involuntary 
separation from active duty in fiscal 2013. 

Several thousand Army Reserve NCOs also will be 
screened by the Active Guard and Reserve (Army Reserve) 
boards that meet simultaneously with the Regular Army 
boards. 

The reviews will not involve National Guard soldiers or 
members of the non-AGR elements of the Army Reserve. 

Also, soldiers on the sergeant first class lists released in 
mid-March, and promotable soldiers on other senior NCO 
lists, will not be screened by the upcoming retention boards. 

Soldiers with six to 20 years of federal service may be 
eligible for full involuntary separation pay as stipulated in 
federal law (Title 10 USC 1174). 

Involuntary separation pay is calculated by starting with 
12 times the monthly basic pay to which the soldier was 
entitled at the time of discharge, multiplying that by the 
soldier’s years of active service, then taking 10 percent of the 
result. 

Payouts for staff sergeants and senior NCOs range from 
$20,781 to $113,782, depending on grade and years of service. 

Soldiers who receive retention bonus payments will not 
be required to repay any unused portions of a bonus. 

Any unpaid installments will be paid in a lump sum to the 
soldiers at the time of separation. 

Departing soldiers will be eligible for services under the 
Army’s Transition Assistance Program, and will be issued 
military ID and privilege cards. 

Benefits will include two years of exchange and 
commissary privileges. 

Also, Tricare and medical treatment facility services will 
be available for 60 days for soldiers separating with less than 
six years of service, and 120 days for soldiers with six or more 
years of active duty. 
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The Enlisted Qualitative Service Program is a new force 
alignment campaign that combines the existing Qualitative 
Management Program with two new boards: 

• The Overstrength Qualitative Service Program 
Board, a centralized selection process to consider 
staff sergeants and senior NCOs for involuntary 
separation when their primary MOS and rank exceed 
the Army’s 12-month operating strength goal for the 
MOS. 

• The Promotion Stagnation Qualitative Service 
Program Board, a review process for considering 
staff sergeants and above for involuntary separation 
when the promotion timing objective for an MOS 
exceeds promotion pin-on rates, measured in years of 
service. 

Staff sergeants who are selected for involuntary 
separation by either of these boards can request voluntary 
reclassification to a shortage MOS. 

However, such requests must be received within 30 days 
of the soldier’s separation notification. 

Soldiers who cannot be scheduled for reclassification 
training within six months of the notice will be involuntarily 
separated. 

Qualitative Management Program retention screenings 
remain an event-driven involuntary separation process for 
sergeants first class, master sergeants and sergeants major 
when derogatory information is placed in their official 
personnel file. 

Under a policy change that takes effect April 1, the time-
in-service eligibility zone for the Qualitative Management 
Program will expand from a minimum of 20 years active 
federal service to a minimum of 19. 

As of mid-March, QSP screenings only have been 
scheduled through the master sergeant boards that convene 
Feb. 13, 2013. 

However, the program will be codified as policy in the 
appropriate regulations, and will be available in the future as a 
force management tool, according to Gerald Purcell, an 
enlisted policy integrator in the Office of the Army G-1 
(human resources) at the Pentagon. 

Purcell said the QSP is not a pure drawdown tool but a 
program for aligning the MOS and rank mix of the Army to 
meet manning requirements of the future force. 

“We are planning for the drawdown, but a majority of 
[the reduction actions] will not begin until 2014,” Purcell said. 

“The application of the Qualitative Service Program now 
is directly linked to targeting grades and MOS that are 
overstrength, and to ensure that we create viable career paths 
for soldiers in all career fields. 

“These are not bad soldiers, or poor performers, but, 
based on a review of their records, they are soldiers with the 
least potential for future contributions,” Purcell said. 

Sgt. Maj. Stan Randolph, sergeant major for the 
directorate of military personnel management, said that as the 
Army prepares to realign for the future, “it’s important that we 
identify those soldiers who may not be of the highest quality, 
and who need to leave the force.” 

“The bottom line is that some of the soldiers identified by 
the QSP boards will be highly qualified, but due to [force] 
structure changes and other reasons, there just is no 
requirement for them to stay on active duty,” Purcell said. 

The first QSP boards will meet this spring in conjunction 
with the Active Guard and Reserve sergeant major board that 
convenes May 30, and the Regular Army sergeant major board 
that convenes June 4. 

Specific details, to include the MOS and rank cells to be 
targeted by the boards, are scheduled to be announced in late 
March. 

General policy guidance regarding the QSP was 
announced to commanders and other leaders by message and 
memos March 14. 

Retirement-eligible soldiers who are in a QSP zone of 
eligibility can request voluntary retirement in lieu of the 
retention review. 

Retirements must occur no later than 12 months after the 
date of the board announcement. 

The QSP process 
The mission of the QSP boards will be to select soldiers 

for involuntary separation, according to a policy directive 
issued by Brig. Gen. Richard P. Mustion, the Army’s director 
of military personnel management. 

Board members will be instructed to make decisions 
based on their assessment of a soldier’s potential for future 
contributions to the Army. 

“When command sergeants major and sergeants major are 
considered, the board will limit consideration to the soldier’s 
performance since his or her last promotion, and potential for 
future contributions,” Mustion said. 

Documents to be included in the QSP board files will 
include: 

• Performance, education, training and commendatory 
records in the official personnel file. 

• Enlisted Record Brief. 

• Official photograph. 

• Any letters submitted to the board president by the 
soldier under review. 

Soldiers selected for involuntary separation will be 
notified by their chain of command, and will be discharged the 
first day of the seventh month after the board results are 
approved. 

Soldiers separated under QSP will receive honorable 
discharges, and can transition to the reserve components, 
depending on National Guard and Army Reserve manning 
requirements. 

The DD Form 214 separation document will be annotated 
with re-entry code “1,” which means separating soldiers will 
be eligible to return to active duty under conditions set by the 
Defense Department. 

NCOs who have, or will have, 18 years of active federal 
service on their projected release date will be allowed to stay 
on active duty until they qualify for retirement at 20 years of 
service. 

Soldiers retained under this provision of law (Title 10, 
USC 1176), which is called the retirement lock-in rule, are not 
eligible for promotion consideration. 

Other soldiers selected for involuntary separation have 
seven days from formal notification to appeal the finding 
based on material error, newly discovered evidence or 
subsequent removal of documents from the official file. 

These are the same appeal procedures used for the 
Qualitative Management Program over the past two years. 
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Soldiers who are selected by a QSP board can request 
voluntary retirement in lieu of involuntary separation. 

Such retirements must occur no later than the first day of 
the seventh month following approval of the QSP list. 
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OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
44. BAH Cuts Make Sense 
(NAVY TIMES 02 APR 12) ... Editorial 

There are worse ways for the Navy to save money than to 
fill unused barracks space with newly advanced third class 
petty officers. 

Withholding the basic allowance for housing, a privilege 
available to today's E-4s, may seem harsh. But it's hard to 
argue with frugal common sense. If the Navy has barracks 
space available and can provide individual rooms, it needn't 
pay double by also giving monthly BAH stipends to sailors 
who want to live out in town. 

It's a reversal of policy from the past decade, when Navy 
officials encouraged more senior sailors to move off base to 
make room for junior sailors living on ships to have quarters 
ashore. 

Now the Navy is under a mandate from Congress to save 
money and eliminating the 

There are worse ways for the redundancy of maintaining 
half-empty barracks while forking over BAH payments is a lot 
less painful and easier to justify than retiring Ticonderoga-
class cruisers. 

Officials say the three-year plan will save $50 million a 
year when fully implemented. 

Sure, there will be grumbles from those who were waiting 
for a chance to draw BAH and live off base, especially those 
who were just about to cross the four-year threshold for 
eligibility. 

The Navy's obligation is to provide decent 
accommodations to its junior sailors — a room with a shared 
bath meets that requirement. Since officials aren't sending 
those sailors back in berthing aboard ship, with nowhere else 
to go, this plan makes sense. 

Return to Index 
 

45. Corporate America's Military Opportunity 
Veterans offer companies the grit and skills needed to succeed. 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 27 MAR 12) ... Ann Curry 

In his State of the Union address this January, President 
Obama rang a bell that is still sounding 10 years after our wars 
began in Afghanistan and Iraq. "At a time when too many of 
our institutions have let us down, they exceed all 
expectations," he said about our men and women in uniform. 
"They're not consumed with personal ambition. They don't 
obsess over their differences. They focus on the mission at 
hand. They work together. Imagine what we could accomplish 
if we followed their example." 

We can do better than imagine. We can remember. 
As World War II drew to a close, many Americans 

worried about how to assimilate returning veterans. Some 
feared the economic boom of the war would quickly fall back 
to the hard times of the Great Depression as millions in 
uniform arrived home looking for work. But these military 
veterans—the Greatest Generation, in Tom Brokaw's phrase—
had the resilience and leadership skills to become not a weight 
but an engine driving the economy and the American Century. 

Whether today's military men and women—the best-
trained and most experienced military force in the history of 
our nation—can similarly drive our economy largely depends 
on whether we remember our history. 

After World War II, veterans were rewarded with the G.I. 
bill and favorable housing loans. Perhaps as important, they 
came to be seen as a boon to any business that wanted to 
recruit disciplined, mission-oriented and motivated workers. 
Veterans then even wore military veteran pins on their lapels 
because it singled them out as worthy of special consideration 
as potential employees. 

Today's veterans, many of whom enlisted after America 
was attacked on 9/11, are as deserving as their World War II 
predecessors. And putting them to work may well be the most 

selfish thing our nation can do right now. Where else might 
any business find better, more "can-do" men and women? 

When a person has been repeatedly willing to run toward 
battle under orders despite the risk of death, imagine what he 
or she might do to inspire a company to find the grit to 
succeed. How do you say "no" to working overtime when your 
colleague is a former war veteran who is willing to say "yes?" 

About veterans whose skills have been honed in hostile 
environments, Harvard Business School historian Nancy 
Koehn notes that, "Whether they're part of a factory floor 
team, whether they're part of an executive group trying to steer 
a company in a certain direction, cohesion, coherence, the 
ability to follow others and work with others toward a 
common goal is incredibly important in generating those 
widgets and the clothes and the computers and the 
smartphones of GDP." 

The good news is that corporate America is beginning to 
wake up to the benefits of bringing a fighting spirit into their 
companies. Executives are learning that despite 
misconceptions, the vast majority of veterans—82%-90% of 
men and 80% of women returning from Afghanistan and Iraq, 
according to the RAND Corporation—do not have a post-
traumatic stress syndrome that could affect their readiness to 
work. 

Prudential, FedEx, Gamestop, JetBlue, J.P. Morgan 
Chase, Coca-Cola, Sears, AT&T, NBC Universal and its 
parent company Comcast are among an increasing number of 
companies that are now seeking to hire veterans. 

Gary Taylor, a top executive at power company Entergy 
(and a retired captain in the Air Force), puts it this way: "The 
skills that they bring back are a real competitive advantage, 
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whether they're electricians, mechanics, computer scientists, 
engineers—that skill seems to fit well." 

And even when a skill does not fit exactly, why would 
anyone doubt whether former Apache helicopter pilots or 
company master sergeants would be trainable? The sooner 
more American businesses realize the value of this sudden 
wealth of returning military veterans, the sooner we can stop 
worrying about our economy. 

Our military veterans have exceeded all expectations. 
What could our businesses, our economy and our nation 

accomplish if we put their talents and courage to work here at 
home? 

Ms. Curry, an NBC News anchor and correspondent, has 
traveled six times to Iraq and Afghanistan and is a daughter of 
a war veteran. On March 28 on NBC's "Today" show, she will 
help broadcast "Hiring Our Heroes Today," a nationwide 
hiring fair put on by NBC News and the U.S. Chamber of 
Commerce, hosted at the USS Intrepid museum. 
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46. Hearings Show Our Dependence On Military Space Technology 
(WASHINGTON POST 27 MAR 12) ... Walter Pincus 

The United States may be falling behind in transportation, 
education and health care down here on Earth, but its military 
infrastructure is certainly way ahead when it comes to imagery 
and communications satellites armed with defensive and 
offensive capabilities out there in space. 

That the United States leads in the militarization of space 
is apparent from House and Senate Armed Services 
subcommittee hearings this month on the fiscal 2013 budget of 
$9.7 billion for military space programs. 

Like many Pentagon programs, these have had amazing 
successes but also billion-dollar overruns and costly failures. 

A Government Accountability Office (GAO) report, 
released at Wednesday’s Senate hearing, showed major 
Defense space acquisition programs “have increased by about 
$11.6 billion — 321 percent — from initial estimates for fiscal 
years 2011 through 2016.” 

The military services see them as the future. 
“Our assured access to space and cyberspace is 

foundational to today’s military operations and to our ability 
to project power whenever and wherever needed across the 
planet,” said Air Force Gen. William Shelton, head of Space 
Command. He listed enhancements to our space capabilities in 
“missile warning, positioning, navigation and timing; satellite 
communications; space situational awareness [knowing where 
everything is in space]; and space launch.” 

Army Lt. Gen. Richard Formica, who heads Army Space 
and Missile Defense Command, claimed his service is “the 
biggest user of space-based capabilities,” which are critical to 
land operations. “If the Army wants to shoot, move or 
communicate, it needs space,” Formica said. 

Implicit in those statements, whether the general realized 
it, is that without access to space the Army couldn’t do as well 
what it used to do before there was all this space-dependent 
gadgetry. 

“Space capabilities enable effective command-and-control 
responsiveness and agility necessary for a globally engaged, 
superior naval force consistent with emphasis on forward 
operations and joint operations,” said the Navy Department’s 
Robert Winokur, its director of oceanography, space and 
maritime domain awareness. 

Not surprisingly, each promoted one or more of his own 
service’s successes. For the Air Force, Shelton talked of “our 
efficient space procurement actions” for its Advanced 
Extremely High Frequency (AEHF) Program, which provides 
nuclear-protected communications to ground-based strategic 
and conventional forces. 

It was later that Cristina Chaplain, GAO’s director of 
acquisition and sourcing management, told the panel of “the 
disconnect between ground equipment, particularly user 
equipment, and the satellites themselves. ... The user 
equipment is just arriving years later than the satellites.” 

One of those, Chaplain reported, is the AEHF ground-
based terminal. It is not expected to be operational until 2017, 
three years after the satellite is scheduled to be operational. In 
addition, the first AEHF satellite, launched in August 2010, 
didn’t reach orbit until October 2011, 13 months after 
schedule, because one of its propulsion systems failed. Two 
more AEHF satellites are to be launched — one next month, 
the other in fall 2013. Three more are coming by 2019. 

Winokur promoted the Mobile User Objective System 
(MUOS), which will increase text and voice capacity by more 
than 10 times and still carry current UHF payload for near -
term usage. However, the GAO noted the first of five MUOS 
satellites was launched 26 months late. 

The Air Force is upgrading the 34 on-orbit satellites that 
constitute the worldwide navigation Global Positioning 
System. The 12 new GPS IIF satellites have redundant digital 
atomic clocks and military signals more resistant to jamming. 
However, the first GPS IIF was launched more than four years 
late and the program has had cost growth through April 2011 
of $2.6 billion, more than triple the projected cost, the GAO 
said. 

Having become dependent on these systems, the Army’s 
Formica said, they “have to be defended and also have 
redundancy if they can’t be protected in the heavens.” Shelton 
talked of “passive and active defense measures to deter, and if 
necessary, defeat potential adversary attacks against our 
forces.” For satellite defense, Shelton mentioned a rapid-attack 
identification system, called RDGS-0. It has a central 
operations center that detects and reports sources of radio 
jammers hitting U.S. military and commercial satellites. 

Shelton said the “Bounty Hunter system” (with no further 
description) and RDGS-0 “are helping to protect vital 
communications links across all of U.S. Central Command’s 
operations,” which cover Iraq, Afghanistan and the Persian 
Gulf. 

“Since these new expensive military systems may be 
subject to far less costly asymmetric attacks,” Formica said, 
“the U.S. has now entered a new arms race for which as far as 
experts can see there is no possible acceptable treaty 
arrangement on the horizon.” 

International discussions are set for June. Madelyn 
Creedon, assistant secretary of defense for global strategic 
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affairs, told the Senate panel the talks may ultimately lead to 
“a voluntary code of conduct.” But she added such an 
agreement would have “the inherent right of self-defense 
reserved to every country.” 

Formica in his prepared statement appeared to sum up a 
view shared by all the services: “Virtually every Army 

operation relies on space capabilities to enhance the 
effectiveness of our force — there is no going back.” 

Maybe, just maybe, the U.S. military is becoming too 
dependent on space. 

Return to Index 
 

47. ASEAN Floundering Over Sea Code Of Conduct 
(JAPAN TIMES 26 MAR 12) ... Mark Valencia 

KUALA LUMPUR — A rash of run-ins between China 
and rival Southeast Asian claimants to maritime space and 
islands in the South China Sea has prompted intensified 
negotiations on a formal code of conduct (CoC). 

In 2002 the parties agreed on a political Declaration of 
Conduct (DoC) and finally in July 2011 on guidelines for its 
implementation — only after difficult negotiations. Both are 
weak and nonbinding and have not prevented incidents in the 
Sea, most of them involving China with other claimants. It is 
thus no surprise that China is not particularly keen on being 
bound by a robust code. 

However, the parties embarked on a new round of 
negotiations in January 2012 and there was hope that a code 
could be agreed, presented and approved at the planned 
ASEAN-China summit in Phnom Penh in November 2012 — 
the 10th anniversary of the DoC. But given the political 
differences that must be bridged, many are skeptical that the 
target will be met then — if ever. 

The political context raises more questions than answers. 
The U.S.-China competition for the "hearts and minds" of 
Southeast Asia has begun to overshadow and influence the 
disputes and the attempt by the Association of Southeast Asian 
Nations to manage them. 

It appears that, despite its denials and claims to neutrality, 
the United States has sided with the ASEAN claimants (its 
ally the Philippines, and Brunei, Malaysia and Vietnam). 
Ironically, U.S. backing may make it more difficult for 
ASEAN and China to agree on a CoC because some claimants 
may be more assertive and even take riskier actions than they 
otherwise would, increasing instability in the South China Sea. 
Some even argue that this works to the U.S. advantage by 
pushing some ASEAN members toward the U.S. 

The U.S. "pivot" toward Asia in foreign and defense 
policy, and the accompanying announced intention to place 
U.S. forces in Darwin, has unsettled the region. 

Indeed, Indonesian Foreign Minister Marty Natalegawa's 
initial reaction was "What I would hate to see is for the 
agreement to provoke a reaction and counter-reaction that 
would create a vicious circle of tensions and mistrust." 

On March 16, after meeting with Australia's new Minister 
for Foreign Affairs, Bob Carr, he said countries should not 
react to the rise of China "through traditional alliances and 
fault lines,” a thinly veiled reference to the Darwin decision. 
The Philippines and Vietnam support the U.S. "pivot," while 
the position of many other ASEAN members seems to be in 
flux. 

Ratcheting up the pressure, the U.S. has told ASEAN that 
it must come up with a common and clear position on a CoC. 
Some pressure may be good — but too much pressure could 
crack and even split ASEAN on this issue. 

There is a lot riding on the success of the venture. Success 
— defined as agreement on and implementation of a robust 
code — would relieve some of this pressure from the U.S. on 
both China and ASEAN, and diminish — but certainly not 
eliminate — the opportunity for U.S.-China political conflict 
on this issue. 

But first the parties will have to negotiate a text that is 
both acceptable to all and effective as well — a rather tall 
order given the diversity of interests of the 10 ASEAN 
members (only four are claimants) and those of China. 

ASEAN as an organization has no official position on the 
South China Sea disputes. It continues to seek consensus 
among its members — claimants and nonclaimants alike — as 
well as with China. But progress has been slow. 

Neither the ASEAN Foreign Ministers' Meeting in Siam 
Reap in January 2012 nor the subsequent ASEAN-China 
meeting in Beijing produced significant advances. 

One problem is the Philippines insistence on including a 
clause that will mandate the separation of the South China Sea 
into disputed and nondisputed areas. 

The continuity and robustness of the process is also 
uncertain given the leadership lineup in ASEAN — Cambodia 
this year and Brunei next year followed by Myanmar and then 
Laos. Several of these countries are considered somewhat 
closer to China than other ASEAN members. 

Indeed, Cambodia's neutral position on the disputes 
themselves may favor any attempt by China to demur and 
obfuscate. 

Moreover, although ASEAN has become adept at hedging 
and balancing, its unity, diplomatic skills and style will 
certainly be tested. ASEAN's method of decision-making 
based on consensus, consultation, and proceeding in a step by 
step manner may not be appropriate for this task. 

Even the ASEAN claimants seem far apart. When no real 
ASEAN support for its proposal to separate disputed areas 
from nondisputed areas was forthcoming, the Philippines 
Foreign Minister, Albert del Rosario criticized the process 
saying" so you are signing an agreement with [China]. It's 
supposed to be a code of conduct, but [China] is saying, on the 
other hand, that they own everything. 

So how do you exact your code of conduct from a partner 
to the transaction who says he owns everything?" For the 
Philippines, a code — especially a weak one — would be 
insufficient. Vietnam supports a binding, enforceable code 
because it would help constrain the behavior of its ancient 
arch-enemy — China. 

Malaysia and Brunei have been relatively quiet regarding 
a code. Presumably they support one but may not want to push 
the issue too hard vis a vis China. 

Meanwhile, Indonesia is worried about the U.S.-China 
dynamic and would like to see a robust code that it hopes 
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would reduce opportunity for conflict between the two. 
Indeed, as immediate past Chair of ASEAN, it is continuing 
its efforts to help forge agreement. 

Nevertheless, it is likely that the fundamental drivers of 
the disputes -sovereignty, nationalism and access to resources 
— will continue to bedevil the negotiations, and the prospects 
for a strong code of conduct are rather dim. 

In this vacuum, incidents are likely to increase. And as 
China's military might grows and the U.S. steps up its 
involvement in the region, the window of opportunity for 
peaceful settlement is closing. 

Mark Valencia, a former senior fellow with the East-West 
Center in Honolulu, is a maritime policy analyst. Currently he 
is a visiting senior fellow for the Maritime Institute of 
Malaysia. 
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48. EXCERPTS FROM BLOGS AROUND THE WORLD 
(PUBLISHED 23 – 26 MAR 12) 

 
It’s Just A Drill: USS Princeton Target In Mock 

Attack by Gidget Fuentes from The Scoop Deck (Navy 
Times), March 23 

Buoyed by some Hollywood hype, the Navy’s weeklong 
large-scale training exercise “Solid Curtain/Citadel Shield” 
generated a bit more excitement today than the annual security 
drill tends to muster around the Navy town of San Diego. 

Naval security boats gave chase to a motorboat with gun-
toting men racing through San Diego Bay that came 
dangerously close to the cruiser Princeton as it headed out of 
the bay. The suspected “terrorists” tried to scuttle their boat 
along a beach at North Island Naval Air Station in Coronado, 
but a fiery explosion wounded two men as two others raced 
for cover in nearby buildings. It would be a few hours before 
Navy security forces finally caught the gunmen at the air 
station. 

Calm had returned by afternoon. But the realism of the 
exercises threw off morning walkers and commuters caught a 
little off guard by the explosions and crackle of gunfire 
courtesy of Strategic Operations. The San Diego-based tactical 
training contractor is run by Hollywood producer Stu Segall, 
and the company specializes in realistic training events that 
can often includes fiery blasts, real amputees and amplified 
sounds of battle. 

“We had pyrotechnics. We had explosions. We had 
gunfire. We had corpses on the beach,” said Navy Region 
Southwest spokesman Brian O’Rourke. “It was great.” 

A medic tends to a "casualty" during the "Solid 
Curtain/Citadel Shield" security exercise drill March 22 at 
North Island Naval Air Station in Coronado, Calif. 

Clear morning weather drew a sizeable contingent of 
news reporters, including just about all but one local TV news 
station. The Hollywood effects, which Strategic Operations 
routinely incorporates into military combat and medical 
training it provides troops through military contracts, this year 
breathed life into the training exercise’s scripted play, which 
often can be slow and dull. The sounds and sights provided 
news cameras with almost nonstop action and imagery, to 
their unexpected delight. “Usually during this training, the 
media is like, ‘um, can we go?’” O’Rourke said. “Today, it 
was like, ‘can we stay?’” 

This year’s exercises, overseen by U.S. Fleet Forces 
Command and Navy Installations Command, are being played 
out at most naval installations throughout the Navy and 
continue through March 24. “The goal is to prepare our 
security forces to be ready for any potential threat,” Adm. 

John C. Harvey, Jr., Fleet Forces commander, said in a 
statement. “As we’ve seen with the tragic attacks in France, 
threats are constantly evolving and are often presented in 
places and circumstances where we feel safe. These exercises 
provide us the opportunity to train together with our joint and 
inter-agency partners to maintain a high level of readiness to 
respond to any potential threats right here at home.” 

 
Lucky Eleven CO Visits Camp Dwyer by Marlene M. 

Houngbedji from NMCB 11 Blog, March 25 
HELMAND PROVINCE, Afghanistan — Seabees 

assigned to Naval Mobile Construction Battalion (NMCB) 11 
hosted their Commanding Officer, Cmdr. Lore Aguayo and 
Command Master Chief Christopher Levesque on a two-day 
visit to Camp Dwyer beginning on March 21, 2012. Made 
shortly after Secretary of Defense Leon Panetta’s visit to 
Camp Leatherneck the previous week, the trip was part of 
routine operations and troop morale assessment. 

Welcomed on base by Detachment Officer in Charge 
(OIC) Lt. Seth D. Cochran and Senior Enlisted Advisor (SEA) 
Chief Construction Mechanic Robert R. Crespin, Aguayo and 
Levesque were guided on a tour of the Camp Dwyer Seabee 
compound, from which U.S. Air Force Red Horse squadrons 
have recently been relieved. 

A C.O.’s Call followed almost immediately in which 
personnel assigned to Det Dwyer received news from other 
NMCB-11 teams spread throughout the country and inquired 
on the implications of the Secretary of the Navy (SECNAV)’s 
21st Century Sailor and Marine initiative. Good Conduct 
Awards were presented to Equipment Operator 
Constructionman Jonathan D. Stover from Brookville, Ohio, 
and Chief Utilitiesman Chad L. Roach of Eunice, N.M. Four 
command coins for outstanding job performances were also 
awarded. 

“Having the CO and Command Master Chief on board is 
a unique opportunity for the troops to see how they fit into the 
overall effort in our area of responsibility and emphasize key 
guidance about our future on this deployment and beyond,” 
said Cochran. “It also gives the troops a chance to voice their 
concerns and questions about what comes next.” 

Time spent with troops included an hour of participating 
in the intense cardio workout known as “Insanity,” followed 
by a visit to one of two current working sites. Impressed by 
the camp’s general appearance and progress made on a road 
improvement project, Aguayo also congratulated troops on 
maintaining team cohesion, a factor she deems critical for 
morale and work efficiency. “I have full confidence that things 
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will go extremely well here,” said Aguayo who lauded Det. 
Dwyer’s increasing productivity of the past few weeks, with 
junior troops learning quickly enough to contribute 
significantly. 

It is an impression shared by Levesque who also 
commented on the tight bond between the troops he met with. 
“They seem to understand what each other is thinking on the 
job site,” said Levesque, crediting their performance on the 
various projects to strong cohesiveness. 

Comprised of fewer than 40 personnel, Det. Dwyer is 
tasked with completing numerous road improvement projects 
during its seven-month deployment in Helmand province and 
has already accomplished far more than expected at this stage 
of the process. 

As a caveat to her optimistic predictions, Aguayo 
cautioned her troops against complacency and recommended 
constant vigilance while in theater. 

Homeported in Gulfport, Miss., NMCB-11 is deployed to 
Afghanistan to conduct general, mobility, survivability 
engineering operations, defensive operations, Afghan National 
Army partnering and detachment of units in combined/joint 
operations area – Afghanistan in order to enable the 
neutralization of the insurgency and support improved 
governance and stability operations. 

 
DET-2 Seabee Interview: BUCN S. Parcher of 

Jamestown, PA by SW3 Edwards from NMCB11 Blog, 
March 23 

Q: Is this your first deployment? How is your life 
today, in Afghanistan, different from your life before? 

A: Yes, everything is different! The worst thing for me is 
being so far away from my family and friends. My daily life in 
general is completely different. 

Q: What motivated you to knowingly join a fighting 
force that constantly deploys in support of ever-changing 
national interest? Why enlist as a Seabee? 

A: I joined the Navy for many reasons: school, travel, for 
my country and family. I joined the Seabees because my 
parents are in the construction business so I decided to do the 
same. 

Q: What makes your rate different from other “Can 
Do” rates? 

A: Well BU [builder] is the most common rate, but in the 
Seabees you get to learn a lot about the other rates too. In my 
opinion, that’s one of the best things about the Seabees. 

Q: Who is the better BU, you or your sister? 
A: I get this one a lot, but we’re about the same. We’re 

constantly learning new things and sharing them with each 
other. 

Q: What does your family think of this life changing 
decision? Any second thoughts? 

A: My family is very proud. They wish my sister and I 
were closer, but overall they’re happy with our decision. I 
have no second thoughts. 

Q: What is your motivation for waking up in the 
morning? Why do you do what you do? 

A: My family is my biggest motivation. Without them 
everything would be a lot harder, and I do what I do for them. 
I know personally that they are safe because of the things me 
and other military personnel do every day. 

Q: What artist is in constant rotation on your iPod? 
What about hobbies, what do you like to do? 

A: I actually do not listen to music, but as far as hobbies, 
I love anything that has to do with the outdoors: fishing, 
hunting, and horseback riding, things like that. 

Q: Is it true twins can feel each other’s pain? If so, 
what is your sister feeling right now? 

A: I also get this one a lot and it’s hard to explain. It’s just 
like having a really close sibling or friend. You know them so 
well it’s hard not to know when something is wrong. 
However, I’m sure she misses home just like I do. 

Q: Any plans for life after the Navy? Would you like 
to make this a career? 

A: After the Navy I plan to move up North and go to 
school. Anything could change but as of now I’m planning to 
do my first five years. 

 
Navy JAG Mentors Afghan Law Students by Lt. 

Megan Romigh from Navy Live, March 23 
In my short time as a Navy judge advocate, I have had 

many interesting experiences on land and at sea. One of my 
most rewarding experiences has been mentoring a group of 
young Afghan law students as they prepared for the Philip C. 
Jessup Moot Court Competition, commonly referred to as 
“Jessup.” Jessup is a prestigious worldwide moot court 
competition based on a fictitious international law case 
designed to prepare future lawyers for oral advocacy in the 
appellate courtroom. 

While I was on deployment in northern Afghanistan, I 
advised high-level U.S. officers on issues of operational, 
fiscal, administrative, disciplinary, and human rights law. My 
days were spent reviewing project files, briefing my clients, 
preparing legal briefs for other staffers, and liaising with the 
police and other entities in the U.S. and NATO contingents. 

In addition to my uniformed judge advocate work, 
advising the Balkh University Law School students allowed 
me to think creatively and make an additional impact on the 
local community. It was incredibly rewarding to work with 
these local students who are, without a doubt, the bright future 
of their country. 

Jessup tests important contemporary international law 
issues, such as state responsibility and the preservation of 
cultural property. It questions areas in which the law does not 
provide definite answers. 

First, law school teams from around the world write 
written briefs. The Balkh Law School team submitted a brief 
and then we held practice moot sessions in which the students 
got on their feet to argue in front of judicial panels comprised 
of other attorneys. In these rounds, we talked about the basics 
of public international law, the generalities of their case 
(advisors are not allowed to give substantive assistance), and 
oral advocacy tips. My colleagues and I were blown away by 
how polished and knowledgeable the students already were. 
They embraced any critique or suggestion and never repeated 
mistakes. 

In January, I had the pleasure to attend the Afghanistan 
National Jessup Competition. Four teams from around the 
country met in the vibrant capital city of Kabul. The law 
school students from Balkh were phenomenal. They carried 
themselves as seasoned international attorneys, not the fourth-
year law students they were. I especially liked that they wore 
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matching black suits and similar ties. To me, they already 
looked the part of national champions. 

Balkh and Al-Birouni University advanced to the final 
round, held at the Afghan Supreme Court. After a lively two-
hour round, it was announced that Balkh had won the 
competition. My heart swelled with pride. They were going to 
Washington! 

After the judges and VIPs left the room, three of the 
students asked if I could take a photo of them sitting in the 
Supreme Court justices’ chairs, where the Afghan justices sit 
in sessions of court. I gladly obliged. Then I told the students, 
“Turn around, and look at those chairs—and think of this 
moment twenty years from now when you return here as 
Supreme Court justices or government officials.” They 
laughed, but I know my words will ring true someday. 

Of all the conversations I had during my seven months in 
Afghanistan, one sticks out to me. The day the competition 
started, one of the competitors approached me and asked how 
long I had been in country. He then asked “What did you 
expect when you came to Afghanistan?” I thought about it, 
and I said I really had no idea. Hauling my gear across the 
tarmac upon arrival at Kandahar Air Field last summer, I was 
a little excited, a little scared, and unsure of what exactly I 
would do there. Now, looking back, my experience with the 
law school students from Balkh was the most rewarding of my 
deployment, and it created relationships that I know will last a 
lifetime. 

One final note: On the morning of March 22nd, I got a 
Facebook message from one of the students, Najibullah: 
“Finally we are in your country, it is a very nice and beautiful 
city. See you!” I’ll be in Washington next week to watch them 
compete at Jessup’s international round. I can’t wait. 

 
“Honey, are you a WAVE?” No ma’am, we’re all 

Sailors now! by Nancy Harrity from Navy Reads, March 
24 

(In celebration of Women's History Month, here's a guest 
post from regular Navy Reads contributor and big thinker 
Nancy Harrity, examining how far we've progressed since 
World War II. Coming soon, posts related to Battle of Midway 
in this 70th anniversary year of the War in the Pacific. -- Bill 
Doughty) 

Walking down Chicago’s Michigan Ave. in my dress 
whites in July 1996, more than one older person asked me, 
“Honey, are you a WAVE?” I’m not one of the WAVES, nor 
are the nearly 55,000 women serving in the Navy today. 
We’re Sailors, and I’m sure a good number of us would have 
been honored to have been one of the Women Accepted for 
Voluntary Emergency Service during World War II. 

Then, as is the case now, war enabled women to break 
barriers. “When World War II came to an end, women had 
established a remarkable legacy of womanpower in the U.S. 
military. The Navy in 1942 originally visualized the maximum 
strength of the naval women reserve at approximately 11,000, 
and plans were formulated with that number in mind. It soon 
became evident that this thinking was not sufficiently 
imaginative. Shortly before Japan was defeated, there were 
approximately 86,000 women in the Navy and 19,000 women 
in the Marines, stationed at some 950 shore activities in the 
United States and Hawaii and serving in practically all ratings 
except those from which they were excluded because of 

physical limitations, combatant nature or sea-going 
requirements,” according to Capt. Winifred Quick Collins in 
her memoir, “More than a Uniform: A Navy Woman in a 
Navy Man’s World.” Quick Collins served as one of the first 
WAVES in WW II and retired as the chief of navy personnel 
for women in 1962. 

At every command where the WAVES were stationed, 
their presence brought about change for the better for both the 
men and women serving there. In her memoir, “Lady in the 
Navy: A Personal Reminiscence,” retired Capt. Joy Bright 
Hancock, who retired as the chief of navy personnel for 
women in 1953, writes of a chaplain who told her “that the 
WAVES brought an air of refinement to the service…’The 
mere presence of WAVES in the chow line brought more 
orderliness and courtesy than was ever achieved by the 
stoutest chief boatswain. And we do know that with more and 
more men staying on board instead of going out on the town, 
the discipline cases have decreased tremendously.’” 

During her tenure as the chief of naval personnel for 
women, Quick Collins traveled throughout the fleet on 
inspection trips of Navy women paying particular care to their 
health and morale issues. In more than one place, the women’s 
barracks and morale facilities were lacking, a state she worked 
tirelessly to improve. “Oddly – or maybe not so oddly – the 
improved housing arrangements for Navy women led to 
improved housing arrangements for Navy men, since it was 
not long afterwards that newly constructed or renovated 
barracks with private rooms were also built for Navy enlisted 
men, as well as new bachelor officers’ quarters for men and 
women.” 

These two ladies made such significant contributions to 
the Navy they have leadership awards named for them, the Joy 
Bright Hancock Leadership Award and the Captain Winifred 
Quick Collins Award for Inspirational Leadership. 

Just as quickly as WWII made a great many things 
possible for women in the Navy, the end of the war brought a 
desire to for things to return to normal, which included 
sending the women home. “Although high-level military 
officials were enthusiastic supporters of bringing women into 
the postwar military, I don’t think that they – or anyone else – 
fully understood at the time the difficulties of implementing 
the policy,” writes Quick Collins. “Once that nucleus was 
established, the status of women in the armed forces evolved 
to a point at which women achieved higher ranks, a broader 
range of assignments, and greater recognition than many 
males in the military ever imagined – or ever wanted. Every 
gain for women in the military was achieved only after a long 
battle with ignorance, military tradition, entrenched interests, 
male chauvinism, or some combination of these tough 
barriers. And the battle started within a few months after Japan 
had been defeated, mostly because many civilians and 
politicians held negative attitudes about the need for military 
women in peacetime.” 

Thankfully, women like Bright Hancock and Quick 
Collins persevered, worked with leaders to change policy and 
laws as necessary to enable women to continue serving in the 
post-WWII peace through today. I’m certain they would be 
proud to call the women serving in the Navy today, “Sailors.” 
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YOUR Navy Operating Forward from Navy Live, 

March 26 
Right now your Navy is 100% on watch around the globe 

helping to preserve the American way of life. Whether it be 
operating and training in the waters off the coast of Virginia or 
forward deployed to the South China Sea, the flexibility and 
presence provided by our U.S. naval forces provides national 
leaders with great options for protecting and maintaining our 
national security and interests around the world. The imagery 
below highlights the Navy’s ability to provide those options 
by operating forward. 

 PACIFIC OCEAN - Landing Craft Air Cushion 
(LCAC) 21 navigates away from the forward-
deployed amphibious dock landing ship USS Tortuga 
(LSD 46). 

 KANDAHAR PROVINCE, Afghanistan - Seabees 
assigned to Naval Mobile Construction Battalion 
(NMCB) 11 prepare to cap a water well in the 
Panjwai District of Zangabad, Afghanistan. 

 ATLANTIC OCEAN - Arleigh Burke-class guided-
missile destroyer USS Nitze (DDG 94), left, aircraft 
carrier USS Enterprise (CVN 65), and guided-missile 
cruiser USS Vicksburg (CG 69) maneuver into 
formation while transiting the Atlantic Ocean. 

 ATLANTIC OCEAN - A Standard Missile (SM 2) is 
fired from a launcher during a live-fire exercise 
aboard the guided-missile destroyer USS Oscar 
Austin (DDG 58). 

 ATLANTIC OCEAN - An MH-60S Sea Hawk 
helicopter assigned to Helicopter Sea Combat 
Squadron (HSC) 22 prepares to receive a crate of 
ordnance from the aircraft carrier USS George H.W. 
Bush (CVN 77) during a vertical replenishment. 

 ARABIAN SEA - U.S. Navy Sailors assigned to the 
guided-missile frigate USS Taylor (FFG 50) visit, 
board, search and seizure (VBSS) team disembark a 
dhow after completing a routine compliant boarding. 

 ARABIAN GULF - An F/A-18F Super Hornet 
assigned to the Bounty Hunters of Strike Fighter 
Squadron (VFA) 2 launches from the flight deck of 
the Nimitz-class aircraft carrier USS Abraham 
Lincoln (CVN 72). 

 ATLANTIC OCEAN - A helicopter from the 
Nightdippers of Helicopter Anti-Submarine Squadron 
(HS) 5 departs the flight deck of the guided-missile 
destroyer USS Jason Dunham (DDG 109). 

 ATLANTIC OCEAN - An MV-22 Osprey 
maneuvers on the flight deck of the aircraft carrier 
USS George H.W. Bush (CVN 77) during test 
operations. 

 ARABIAN SEA - Aircraft carrier USS Carl Vinson 
(CVN 70) passes through a sand storm. Carl Vinson 
and Carrier Air Wing (CVW) 17 are deployed to the 
U.S. 5th Fleet area of responsibility. 

View Gallery (10 Photos) 
Your Navy TODAY (Mar. 23-27, 2012) 
On any given day, in your Navy, our team of more than 

600,000 professional Sailors and Civilians are working 
together around the globe to perform our mission: deter 
aggression and, if deterrence fails, win our Nation’s wars. It is 
not possible to share every aspect of this global team but, 
through this blog, we offer you a glimpse of what these men 
and women do. 

View Mar. 22 Gallery (4 Photos) 
View Mar. 23 Gallery (4 Photos) 
View Mar. 26 Gallery (4 Photos) 
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On This Day In The Navy: 
1961: Navy reports first use of its cyclotron at Harvard University to treat a human brain tumor. After three treatments, the tumor 
of the 2-year old patient shrank by eighty percent. 
 

TOP STORIES: 
1. U.S. Navy Secretary, Chinese Minister Discuss Seas 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 27 NOV 12) 

BEIJING— China's defense minister and the U.S. Navy secretary on Tuesday discussed security at sea and Washington's moves 
to bolster its military presence in the Asia-Pacific region, which are viewed by Beijing as a deeply unwelcome containment policy. 

 
2. 7th Fleet Liberty Rules Tightened For Sailors 
(NAVY TIMES 26 NOV 12) ... Gidget Fuentes 

SAN DIEGO — Top Navy commanders ordered all personnel to remain in their bases and government quarters at night in Japan 
— where an 11 p.m. curfew is in place — and barred them from consuming alcohol after 10 p.m. following another spate of 
embarrassing incidents, mostly involving drunken service members. 

 
3. Japan Is Flexing Its Military Muscle To Counter A Rising China 
(NEW YORK TIMES 27 NOV 12) ... Martin Fackler 

TOKYO — After years of watching its international influence eroded by a slow-motion economic decline, the pacifist nation of 
Japan is trying to raise its profile in a new way, offering military aid for the first time in decades and displaying its own armed forces 
in an effort to build regional alliances and shore up other countries’ defenses to counter a rising China. 

 

ASIA – PACIFIC: 
4. China’s Unmanned Aircraft Evolve From Figment To Reality 
(DEFENSE NEWS 26 NOV 12) ... Wendell Minnick 

ZHUHAI, China — China's UAVs have grown more teeth, according to the evidence on hand at this year's Zhuhai airshow, an 
event that has expanded exponentially since its debut in 1996. 

 
5. S. Korea Deploys Aegis Ships to Track Rocket Launch 
(YONHAP NEWS AGENCY (S.KOREA) 27 NOV 12) ... Kim Eun-jung 

SEOUL –The South Korean military has deployed two Aegis destroyers off its southern coast to trace a space rocket to be 
launched later this week, the Joint Chiefs of Staff said Tuesday [ 27 November]. 

 
6. India Says To Get Soviet-Era Aircraft Carrier In 2013 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 26 NOV 12) ... Pratap Chakravarty 

NEW DELHI — India on Monday said long-time ally Russia would finally hand over a refurbished aircraft carrier next year and 
end a bitter dispute over the Soviet-era warship caused by rising costs and delays. 

 

MIDEAST: 
7. Hamas, Israel Pursue Talks 
Top Gaza official says fighting will resume if negotiations stall 
(WASHINGTON POST 27 NOV 12) ... Abigail Hauslohner and Michael Birnbaum 

CAIRO — Israel and Hamas on Monday resumed indirect discussions over their fragile cease-fire in the Gaza Strip, a top Hamas 
official said, but he warned that violence could flare again if negotiators do not quickly come to an agreement. 
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8. Savvier, Rebels Shift Tactics In Syria 
(NEW YORK TIMES 27 NOV 12) ... Anne Barnard 

BEIRUT, Lebanon — At a hydroelectric dam on the Euphrates River on Monday, Syrian rebels relaxed in the operations room, 
checking a computer screen, sipping tea and projecting confidence after driving off government forces and seizing crates of rocket-
propelled grenades. All of this was proudly recorded and quickly uploaded for the world to see. 

 
9. Jets Bomb Rebel, Refugee Area In Syria 
Strikes come as Turkey and NATO prepare to scout missile sites 
(WASHINGTON POST 27 NOV 12) ... Loveday Morris 

BEIRUT — Syrian fighter jets on Monday strafed a rebel-held area near the Turkish border that is home to thousands of 
internally displaced refugees, in what appeared to be a warning shot as NATO prepares to deploy surfaceto-air missiles along the 
frontier. 

 
10. Germany, Turkey Spar Over Patriots 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 27 NOV 12) ... David Crawford, Emre Peker and Stephen Fidler 

Germany is privately pressing Turkey to scale back the scope of its request for Patriot missile-defense batteries to defend the 
country's borders with war-torn Syria, according to a person familiar with negotiations. 

 
11. Clashes Erupt Near Former Bahrain Protest Hub 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 26 NOV 12) ... Reem Khalifa 

MANAMA, Bahrain — Riot police in Bahrain have fired tear gas and stun grenades to disperse thousands of marchers trying to 
reach a heavily guarded square that was once the hub of their anti-government uprising. 

 

AFRICA: 
12. Iran Warships Returning To Sudan: Military 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 26 NOV 12) 

KHARTOUM — Iranian warships will return to Sudan on Friday, the armed forces said, one month after a similar port call 
followed Khartoum's accusation that Israel bombed a military factory. 

 

AFGHANISTAN: 
13. Pentagon Readies Options For Afghanistan Force After 2014 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 26 NOV 12) ... Tony Capaccio 

Pentagon leaders intend to present President Barack Obama by year-end with options for how many U.S. troops to keep in 
Afghanistan next year and beyond, according to the Defense Department’s chief spokesman. 

 

CONGRESS / BUDGET: 
14. Clock Ticking, Senators Optimistic On Defense Authorization Bill 
(POLITCO 27 NOV 12) ... Darren Samuelsohn 

Key Senate players signaled optimism on Monday evening that they’d be able to resolve an impasse over proceeding with this 
year’s National Defense Authorization Act, although some observers remained skeptical that lawmakers would have enough time to 
tackle it. 

 

SHIPBUILDING: 
15. Navy Would Cancel Ship If Necessary But Says It Won’t Come To That 
(POLITICO 27 NOV 12) ... Philip Ewing 

If one half of the Navy's most controversial shipbuilding program doesn’t perform as expected, the Navy will cancel it, the 
department’s No. 2 leader vows — but he doesn’t expect it will come to that. 

 

AVIATION / UAVs: 
16. Norfolk-Based Carrier To Host Unmanned Aircraft Testing 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 26 NOV 12) ... Mike Connors 

NORFOLK –The aircraft carrier Harry S. Truman will host an unmanned aircraft’s first carrier-based testing in the coming 
weeks. 
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17. Simulation Seen As Key To Cost-Effective Military Training 
(FLIGHTGLOBAL (UK) 26 NOV 12) ... Dave Majumdar 

WASHINGTON, D.C. – As defence outlays start to shrink after a decade of growth, the U.S. Department of Defense is exploring 
the increased use of flight-simulation technology to cut back on fuel costs and reduce the wear and tear on its aircraft fleet. 

 
18. Prowler Sim Leaving To Make Room For Growler 
(NAVY TIMES 03 DEC 12) ... Joshua Stewart 

As the Navy transitions from the Prowler to the new Growler, one cornerstone of electronic warfare training will disappear before 
the legacy aircraft: the Prowler simulator. 

 
19. Navy Adds Search-And-Rescue Unit At Lemoore 
(NAVY TIMES 03 DEC 12) ... Joshua Stewart 

Two F/A-18E Super Hornets collided during a March 2010 training mission when one plane turned left instead of right. One of 
the Hornets was able to hobble back to Naval Air Station Fallon, Nev. 

 
20. Navy Issues Draft RFP For Presidential Helo 
(DEFENSE DAILY 27 NOV 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

The Navy has issued a draft request for proposals (RFP) for the next presidential helicopter in the latest effort to replace the aging 
fleet of aircraft known under the call sign “Marine One.” 

 

ACQUISITION REFORM: 
21. DoD Acquisition Reform Pushing Change In People 
(DEFENSE NEWS 26 NOV 12) ... Zachary Fryer-Biggs 

As the U.S. Defense Department digs deeper in its efforts to trim the fat in lean fiscal times, acquisition reform is confronting a 
structural problem that cannot be addressed by sequestration: an inexperienced acquisition workforce confronting increasing demands 
for complex decision-making that champions the bottom line. 

 

CYBER: 
22. A Virtual Battleground For Pentagon’s Cyberwarriors 
CyberCity allows government hackers to train for attacks 
(WASHINGTON POST 27 NOV 12) ... Robert O’Harrow, Jr. 

CyberCity has all the makings of a regular town. There’s a bank, a hospital and a power plant. A train station operates near a 
water tower. The coffee shop offers free WiFi. 

 

TECHNOLOGY: 
23. Navy, Marine Corps Achieve IT Savings Ahead Of Target Date 
(FEDERAL TIMES 26 NOV 12) ... Nicole Blake Johnson 

The Navy and Marine Corps has achieved more than $100 million in information technology savings in the last year, according to 
Department of Navy Chief Information Officer Terry Halvorsen. 

 
24. Pentagon: A Human Will Always Decide When A Robot Kills You 
(DANGER ROOM (WIRED) 26 NOV 12) ... Spencer Ackerman 

The Pentagon wants to make perfectly clear that every time one of its flying robots releases its lethal payload, it’s the result of a 
decision made by an accountable human being in a lawful chain of command. Human rights groups and nervous citizens fear that 
technological advances in autonomy will slowly lead to the day when robots make that critical decision for themselves. But according 
to a new policy directive issued by a top Pentagon official, there shall be no SkyNet, thank you very much. 

 

PERSONNEL: 
25. Social Worker Helps Deployed Sailors 'Stop And Breathe' 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 27 NOV 12) ... Mike Hixenbaugh 

About four months after leaving Norfolk Naval Station aboard the amphibious assault ship Iwo Jima last spring, Lt. Jennifer 
Ayers noticed a growing number of stressed-out Sailors showing up at her door. 
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WOUNDED WARRIORS: 
26. Touch, Sound And Light Help Heal Inner Wounds 
Veteran turns to innovative therapy to relieve PTSD 
(MILITARY TIMES 26 NOV 12) ... Bethany Crudele 

Master Sgt. Christopher Stowe knows the smell of death, and he knows what it feels like to have the weight of a fellow Marine’s 
severed limb in his hands. 

 
27. Learning To Accept, And Master, A $110,000 Mechanical Arm 
(NEW YORK TIMES 27 NOV 12) ... James Dao 

SAN ANTONIO — After the explosion, Cpl. Sebastian Gallegos awoke to see the October sun glinting through the water, an 
image so lovely he thought he was dreaming. Then something caught his eye, yanking him back to grim awareness: an arm, bobbing 
near the surface, a black hair tie wrapped around its wrist. 

 

COMMENTARY: 
28. Gaza’s Cease-Fire Is A Test For Five Leaders 
(WASHINGTON POST 27 NOV 12) ... Walter Pincus 

The diplomatic activities under the current Gaza cease-fire will test whether a quintet of leaders — each with his own domestic 
critics — can find a peaceful rather than a military solution to solve the Palestinian situation. 

 
29. Iran Already Looms Over Obama's New Term 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 27 NOV 12) ... Gerald F. Seib 

It didn't take long for the specter of Iran to rise up and hover over the preparations for President Barack Obama's second term. 
 

30. Can U.S. Keep Pressure On In Persian Gulf If USS Nimitz Is Delayed? 
(AOL DEFENSE 26 NOV 12) ... Michael Auslin 

Iran. Gaza. Syria. Political opposition in the Emirates and adjoining states. The Persian Gulf region simmers and America may 
have only one carrier group deployed there at the end of this year. Should we worry? 

 
31. Analysis: For Obama, Could 10,000 Troops In Afghanistan Be Too Many? 
(REUTERS 26 NOV 12) ... Phil Stewart 

WASHINGTON –President Barack Obama publicly scoffed at the idea of keeping 10,000 troops in Iraq. So could he really be 
persuaded to keep that many in Afghanistan after the war formally ends in 2014? 

 
32. ASEAN At A Crossroads 
(THE DIPLOMAT 27 NOV 12) ... Prashanth Parameswaran 

The 7th East Asia Summit (EAS) held last week was notable for a number of reasons, including the launching of a new regional 
free trade agreement and the introduction of several U.S.proposals on energy and maritime security. But the elephant in the room once 
again was the South China Sea (SCS) and disagreements among ASEAN countries stoked in part by China.  

 
33. Boost The Vet Workforce 
(NAVY TIMES 03 DEC 12) ... Editorial 

For troops leaving the military today, the job prospects are grim. They return to a society in economic distress, short on 
confidence and short on jobs. Men and women who spent recent years in uniform often find themselves at a competitive disadvantage 
in the job market, up against civilians who have spent their time gaining the advantages of education, experience and connections. 
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TOP STORIES: 
1. U.S. Navy Secretary, Chinese Minister Discuss Seas 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 27 NOV 12) 

BEIJING— China's defense minister and the U.S. Navy 
secretary on Tuesday discussed security at sea and 
Washington's moves to bolster its military presence in the 
Asia-Pacific region, which are viewed by Beijing as a deeply 
unwelcome containment policy. 

The visit by Navy Secretary Ray Mabus comes just days 
after China began landing planes on its newly commissioned 
aircraft carrier, displaying rapid progress toward deploying the 
ultimate symbol of naval power. 

China's Defense Ministry said Mabus met with minister 
Liang Guanglie as part of a four-day visit, but gave no other 
details apart from their agenda. The U.S. Embassy did not 
immediately respond to requests for information. 

Beijing has criticized the U.S. moves in the Pacific as part 
of a campaign to encircle and contain China, despite 
Washington's claims that it is merely shifting its focus back to 
the region after winding-down the conflicts in Iraq and 
Afghanistan. Those steps include dispatching up to 2,500 U.S. 
Marines to rotate through a joint military training hub in 
northern Australia and the deployment of a new type of close-
to-shore combat ship to Singapore. 

China, for its part, has unnerved its neighbors with its 
moves to assert its claims in the South China Sea and off its 
east coast. Recent months have seen a standoff with the 
Philippines over a disputed shoal and frequent confrontations 
with the Japanese Coast Guard around islands claimed by both 
sides. 

Along with acquiring an aircraft carrier, sophisticated 
fighter jets and other modern hardware, China has stepped-up 
training among the 2.3-million-member People's Liberation 
Army. State media on Tuesday repeatedly showed footage of 
ground exercises in the Nanjing Military District that faces 
Taiwan, the U.S.-allied island democracy that split with China 
during a civil war decades ago and which Beijing threatens to 
bring under its control by force if it has to. 

Despite sometimes bellicose attitudes on both sides, there 
is also a growing push for greater contact and communication 
to avoid misunderstandings and build trust. Officers from the 
sides are meeting in China this week for exchanges on 
humanitarian assistance and disaster relief operations that will 
include a simulated coordinated response to an earthquake in a 
third country. 

Return to Index 
 

2. 7th Fleet Liberty Rules Tightened For Sailors 
(NAVY TIMES 26 NOV 12) ... Gidget Fuentes 

SAN DIEGO — Top Navy commanders ordered all 
personnel to remain in their bases and government quarters at 
night in Japan — where an 11 p.m. curfew is in place — and 
barred them from consuming alcohol after 10 p.m. following 
another spate of embarrassing incidents, mostly involving 
drunken service members. 

Vice Adm. Scott Swift, the 7th Fleet commander, and 
Rear Adm. Dan Cloyd, who commands Naval Forces Japan, 
both based in Yokosuka, imposed the restrictions over the 
weekend in an all-hands message that said commanders will 
be held accountable if the misbehavior continues. 

Under the rules, sailors on leave or traveling “must be in a 
hotel that is pre-approved by their chain of command,” they 
wrote. 

The rules are even stricter for any sailor with a liberty 
infraction in the past year: Those sailors now have no liberty 
at all and will be restricted to their ship or base when they 
aren’t working. 

“Every liberty incident since the curfew went into effect 
has involved misuse of alcohol and most have included sailors 
with a past pattern of known alcohol misuse — treated or not,” 
Swift and Cloyd wrote in the message, the second such joint 
message on liberty restrictions in a month. 

The liberty restrictions they ordered apply to any 
personnel stationed, deployed or traveling through Japan with 
units and commanders under 7th Fleet or Naval Forces Japan. 
That includes transiting ships, submarines and squadrons. It’s 
unclear whether other services have imposed similar rules, 
although earlier restrictions ordered by U.S. Forces Japan 
officials in Tokyo apply to all service members in the country. 

The message orders every unit commander to scrub the 
liberty given to their “at-risk” sailors and review the liberty 

status of the rest of their personnel, adjusting those “as 
needed” by today. These issues likely will be addressed during 
a “personal behavior summit” scheduled for Saturday, 
according to the message. 

“My goal is to keep the measures ... in place for as short a 
time as possible and to minimize the impact on outstanding 
sailors,” Swift and Cloyd wrote. 

Command leaders will be held accountable for any liberty 
incident that spurs scrutiny from the top, they warned. 

“If an incident does occur that crosses the threshold of 
discrediting the U.S., I want to immediately determine where 
leadership or policy failed and promptly correct the problem,” 
they wrote, noting incidents involving alcohol misuse, 
substance abuse and assault. “The immediate chain of 
command of the offending sailor (normally a division or 
equivalent) will be placed in a duty status and recalled to the 
unit to review the incident.” 

A second incident by the same unit will result in a broader 
recall — say, for the sailor’s department — and a third 
incident will mean the entire command gets recalled. 

“This is a leadership challenge,” Swift and Cloyd wrote. 
“We cannot manage our way out of it.” 

They want to see more intrusive, deck-plate leadership 
and are open to innovative solutions, such as mandatory 
morning command physical training or approval of buddy 
assignments, that could reduce liberty incidents. 

The latest restrictions were prompted by six incidents 
involving American troops reported since U.S. Forces Japan 
imposed strict 11 p.m. curfews for all service members in 
early November. That Japan-wide curfew came after two 
sailors were arrested for allegedly raping a woman in 
Okinawa. 
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The message didn’t include details of the half-dozen 
misconduct issues, but recent cases making headlines include: 

 A sailor assigned to the Japan-based carrier George 
Washington was arrested by local police in the early 
morning of Nov. 23 after allegedly stripping naked 
and urinating in a Yokohama cafe. He was identified 
as Machinist’s Mate 3rd Class Oscar H. Wiygul III, 
23, the Asahi Shimbun newspaper reported Friday. 

 Marine Pfc. Gregory Carson II, 20, was arrested in 
Okinawa on Thursday for trespassing on a building, 
according to the Asahi Shimbun. 

 A Marine lieutenant was arrested Nov. 17 for 
allegedly trespassing in a home in Okinawa. Local 
police said 1st Lt. Tomas Chanquet, 24, reportedly 
admitted he got drunk and went into the home in 
Naha, according to The Associated Press. 

 Earlier this month, according to several news 
accounts, an airman assigned at Kadena Air Force 
Base reportedly broke into a home. 

Return to Index 
 

3. Japan Is Flexing Its Military Muscle To Counter A Rising China 
(NEW YORK TIMES 27 NOV 12) ... Martin Fackler 

TOKYO — After years of watching its international 
influence eroded by a slow-motion economic decline, the 
pacifist nation of Japan is trying to raise its profile in a new 
way, offering military aid for the first time in decades and 
displaying its own armed forces in an effort to build regional 
alliances and shore up other countries’ defenses to counter a 
rising China. 

Already this year, Japan crossed a little-noted threshold 
by providing its first military aid abroad since the end of 
World War II, approving a $2 million package for its military 
engineers to train troops in Cambodia and East Timor in 
disaster relief and skills like road building. Japanese warships 
have not only conducted joint exercises with a growing 
number of military forces in the Pacific and Asia, but they 
have also begun making regular port visits to countries long 
fearful of a resurgence of Japan’s military. 

And after stepping up civilian aid programs to train and 
equip the coast guards of other nations, Japanese defense 
officials and analysts say, Japan could soon reach another 
milestone: beginning sales in the region of military hardware 
like seaplanes, and perhaps eventually the stealthy diesel-
powered submarines considered well suited to the shallow 
waters where China is making increasingly assertive territorial 
claims. 

Taken together those steps, while modest, represent a 
significant shift for Japan, which had resisted repeated calls 
from the United States to become a true regional power for 
fear that doing so would move it too far from its postwar 
pacifism. The country’s quiet resolve to edge past that 
reluctance and become more of a player comes as the United 
States and China are staking their own claims to power in 
Asia, and as jitters over China’s ambitions appear to be 
softening bitterness toward Japan among some Southeast 
Asian countries trampled last century in its quest for colonial 
domination. 

The driver for Japan’s shifting national security strategy is 
its tense dispute with China over uninhabited islands in the 
East China Sea that is feeding Japanese anxiety that the 
country’s relative decline — and the financial struggles of its 
traditional protector, the United States — are leaving Japan 
increasingly vulnerable. 

“During the cold war, all Japan had to do was follow the 
U.S.,” said Keiro Kitagami, a special adviser on security 
issues to Prime Minister Yoshihiko Noda. “With China, it’s 
different. Japan has to take a stand on its own.” 

Japan’s moves do not mean it might transform its 
military, which serves a purely defensive role, into an 
offensive force anytime soon. The public has resisted past 
efforts by some politicians to revamp Japan’s pacifist 
constitution, and the nation’s vast debt will limit how much 
military aid it can extend. 

But it is also clear that attitudes in Japan are evolving as 
China continues its double-digit annual growth in military 
spending and asserts that it should be in charge of the islands 
that Japan claims, as well as vast swaths of the South China 
Sea that various Southeast Asian nations say are in their 
control. 

Japanese leaders have met the Chinese challenge over the 
islands known as the Senkaku in Japan and the Diaoyu in 
China with an uncharacteristic willingness to push back, and 
polls show the public increasingly agrees. Both major political 
parties are also talking openly about instituting a more flexible 
reading of the constitution that would allow Japan to come to 
the defense of allies — shooting down any North Korean 
missile headed for the United States, for instance — blurring 
the line between an offensive and defensive force. 

The country’s self-defense forces had already begun 
nosing over that line in Iraq and Afghanistan, where Japan 
backed the United States-led campaigns by deploying naval 
tankers to refuel warships in the Indian Ocean. 

Japanese officials say their strategy is not to begin a race 
for influence with China, but to build up ties with other 
nations that share worries about their imposing neighbor. They 
acknowledge that even building the capacity of other nations’ 
coast guards is a way of strengthening those countries’ ability 
to stand up to any Chinese threat. 

“We want to build our own coalition of the willing in 
Asia to prevent China from just running over us,” said 
Yoshihide Soeya, director of the Institute of East Asian 
Studies at Keio University in Tokyo. 

Or, as the vice minister of defense, Akihisa Nagashima, 
said in an interview, “We cannot just allow Japan to go into 
quiet decline.” 

The United States has generally welcomed such efforts by 
Japan, which are in line with its own strategy of building up 
Asian nations militarily so they can stand their ground against 
China, as well as expanding an American military presence in 
the region. 

China, which itself suffered mightily in imperial Japan’s 
20th-century territorial grabs, has reacted with warnings that 
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Japan is trying to overturn the outcome of World War II by 
staging a military comeback. At a defense conference in 
Australia last month, Lt. Gen. Ren Haiquan of China warned 
his hosts against allying more closely with what he called a 
fascist nation that once bombed the Australian city of Darwin. 

In a measure of the geopolitical changes roiling the 
region, however, concerns about any resurgent Japanese 
militarism appear to be fading in some countries embroiled in 
their own territorial disputes with China, like Vietnam and the 
Philippines, the scene of fierce fighting during the war. 

Analysts there and elsewhere in the region said their 
countries welcomed, and sometimes invited, Japan’s help. 

“We have already put aside our nightmares of World War 
II because of the threat posed by China,” said Rommel 
Banlaoi, a security expert at the Philippine Institute for Peace, 
Violence and Terrorism Research in Manila. 

On a recent morning, 22 coast guard officials from a 
dozen Asian and African nations joined a training cruise 
around Tokyo Bay aboard a sleek, white Japanese Coast 
Guard cutter. The visitors snapped photos of the engine room, 
the electronics-studded bridge and the 20-millimeter cannon. 
Before the cutter left port, the foreign contingent and the 
Japanese crew stood at attention on deck facing each other, 
then bowed deeply. 

“Japan is joining the United States and Australia in 
helping us face China,” said Mark Lim, an administrative 
officer from the Philippine Coast Guard who joined the cruise. 

Japan is widely viewed as being the only nation in the 
region with a navy powerful enough to check China. 

Although Japan’s military spending has been shrinking, 
the military budget is, by many measures, the sixth largest in 
the world. In keeping with its pacifist stance, Japan has none 
of the long-range missiles, nuclear submarines or large aircraft 
carriers necessary for projecting real power. But its diesel-
powered subs are considered the best of their type in the 
world. The Japanese Navy also has sophisticated Aegis-

equipped cruisers capable of shooting down ballistic missiles, 
and two large helicopter-carrying destroyers that could be 
retrofitted to carry fighter jets that can take off vertically. 

The Japanese Navy took a big step toward opening up in 
2009 by holding a joint military drill with Australia — its first 
such exercise with a nation besides the United States. It has 
since joined a number of multinational naval drills in 
Southeast Asia, and in June held its first joint maneuver with 
India. 

Analysts and former officials say Japan’s military has so 
far been careful to offer assistance in noncombat-related areas 
like disaster relief, antipiracy and health care. But even these 
limited steps build ties between military forces. One plan now 
under negotiation is to train medical personnel from 
Vietnam’s navy next year to care for the crews on that nation’s 
newly purchased Russian-built submarines. 

“Our strategy is to offer hardware and training to create 
mini-Japanese coast guards and mini-Japanese Self-Defense 
Forces around the South China Sea,” said Tetsuo Kotani, a 
researcher at the Japan Institute of International Affairs in 
Tokyo. 

Under the decade-old civilian aid program to build up 
regional coast guards, Japanese officials say they are in the 
final stages of what would be their biggest security-related aid 
package yet — to provide the Philippine Coast Guard with 10 
cutters worth about $12 million each. Ministry officials say 
they may offer similar ships to Vietnam. 

Japan’s Ministry of Defense said it planned to double its 
military aid program next year to help Indonesia and Vietnam. 
Vietnam could also be among the countries that Japan would 
allow to buy its submarines, according to a former defense 
minister, Toshimi Kitazawa, who named Australia and 
Malaysia as other possible buyers. 

“Japan has been insensitive to the security needs of its 
regional neighbors,” Mr. Kitazawa said in a recent interview. 
“We can offer much to increase their peace of mind.” 

Return to Index 
 
 

ASIA – PACIFIC: 
4. China’s Unmanned Aircraft Evolve From Figment To Reality 
(DEFENSE NEWS 26 NOV 12) ... Wendell Minnick 

ZHUHAI, China — China's UAVs have grown more 
teeth, according to the evidence on hand at this year's Zhuhai 
airshow, an event that has expanded exponentially since its 
debut in 1996. 

When UAVs began popping up at the biennial aviation 
exhibition, they were mere models, figments of an engineer’s 
ambition and imagination. One of the first to appear in model 
form, in 2006, was Shenyang’s Dark Sword (Anjian) 
unmanned combat aerial vehicle (UCAV) . The Anjian caused 
wild speculation among aviation analysts and journalists. The 
stealthy strike UCAV with forward-swept wings looked 
menacing, but has not been seen since at Zhuhai. 

At the 2010 airshow, numerous videos, murals and other 
artistic representations portrayed “heroic” Chinese UCAVs 
attacking U.S. aircraft carriers. Some of these bizarre 
renderings showed UCAVs swarming over aircraft carrier 
battle groups like angry bees. 

This year, the one hint that UAVs might be used against 
aircraft carriers was an imaginative entry in a competition on 

future UAV designs sponsored by Aviation Industry Corp. of 
China (AVIC) . In this case, a stealthy Blue Shark UCAV was 
shown attacking Russia’s Kuznetsov aircraft carrier. 

Two UCAVs stood out this year at Zhuhai, and both 
appeared to be influenced by the U.S.-built MQ-9 Reaper. The 
first was the Wing Loong, built by Chengdu Aircraft Design 
and Research Institute, and the second was the CH-4, built by 
China Aerospace Science and Technology Corp. 

The Wing Loong received the most attention at Zhuhai 
due to reports of export deals in the works, but there were few 
details and it was the only static display of an operational 
UCAV at the show. With four hard points for weapons, 
armaments on display were the BA-7 semi-active, laser-
guided, air-to-ground missile; LS-6/50-kilogram miniature 
guided bomb; and the YZ-102A precision-guided bomb and 
YZ-121 laser-guided bomb. 

The CH-4 on display was a full-scale model. Also 
outfitted with four hard points, the only weapons discernible 
on display were the AR-1 short-range, laser-guided air-to-



 8

ground bomb, and the FT-5 precision-guided “small diameter 
bomb” outfitted with a semi-active laser seeker for terminal 
guidance. 

The AR-1 was first spotted at the 2008 airshow outfitted 
on the smaller CH-3 UCAV, but nothing more is known about 
it beyond its similarities to the AGM-114 Hellfire. 

A CH-4 representative said the aircraft is a multirole 
platform capable of carrying two bombs and two laser-guided 
bombs. With a 30-hour endurance time and a range of 3,500 
kilometers, the CH-4 can reach altitudes of eight kilometers. 

Chinese companies showed off more than their ability to 
produce attack UAVs, with AVIC displaying a sophisticated 
ground control system (GCS) cabin for UAVs. The GCS cabin 
featured five flat-screen televisions that provide the operator 

front vision, a computer-aided view called vision synthetic, 
head-up displays, flight plan and flight posture. 

In a previous report, AVIC’s Avant-Courier, Platypus and 
Bateleur models were described as UAVs, but airshow sources 
said that all are conceptual manned aircraft. 

The Avant-Courier has a coaxial main gear with side and 
rear propellers. The single-engine platform provides high-
speed, low-speed and hover modes, giving it a multimission 
profile. The Platypus is a twin-engine high-speed helicopter 
with a top-side rotating dish wing and lower fixed wings 
equipped with jet engines. The Bateleur is similar in 
appearance to the Bell-Boeing V-22 Osprey. All three are 
capable of vertical takeoff and landing. 
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5. S. Korea Deploys Aegis Ships to Track Rocket Launch 
(YONHAP NEWS AGENCY (S.KOREA) 27 NOV 12) ... Kim Eun-jung 

SEOUL –The South Korean military has deployed two 
Aegis destroyers off its southern coast to trace a space rocket 
to be launched later this week, the Joint Chiefs of Staff said 
Tuesday [ 27 November]. 

The two Aegis warships with an advanced radar system 
left for the nation's southern waters to follow the path of the 
two-stage Korea Space Launch Vehicle-1 (KSLV-1) after it 
takes off at Naro Space Center on the south coast on Thursday 
[ 29 November]. 

"Two Aegis warships have been deployed to guard 
southern waters near Naro Space Center to support the 
successful launch of the space rocket," a JCS official said. 

One of the two ships, the King Sejong, is responsible for 
tracking the rocket from the beginning until its second stage 
ignition, while the other, the Seoae Ryu Seong-yong, will 
follow thereafter until combustion is over, officials said. 

The SPY-1 radar system aboard the Aegis ships can track 
hundreds of targets as far as 1,000 kilometers away. 

The King Sejong demonstrated superb tracking 
capabilities when North Korea fired off a long-range rocket in 
April in an apparent attempt to test missile technology. It is 
the first time for Seoae Ryu Seong-yong to conduct the 
tracking mission. 

The Navy has mobilized high-speed vessels, patrol ships 
and destroyers to guard the waters off the space center and 
help evacuate civilian vessels from the area. 

The Air Force will fly patrol aircrafts and the early 
warning aircraft "Peace Eye" for aerial guard and set a "no-
fly" zone from Tuesday at midnight to make sure no civilian 
aircrafts enter the area, official said. 

The scheduled launch will be South Korea's third attempt 
to send a space rocket into space from its own soil. Its first 
two attempts in 2009 and 2010 ended in failures. 
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6. India Says To Get Soviet-Era Aircraft Carrier In 2013 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 26 NOV 12) ... Pratap Chakravarty 

NEW DELHI — India on Monday said long-time ally 
Russia would finally hand over a refurbished aircraft carrier 
next year and end a bitter dispute over the Soviet-era warship 
caused by rising costs and delays. 

The 30-year-old Admiral Gorshkov, renamed INS 
Vikramaditya, is to fill a vacuum left by the scrapping in 1997 
of India's first aircraft carrier, INS Vikrant. 

"The delivery of Vikramaditya has been delayed to the 
last quarter of 2013 against the envisaged delivery schedule of 
December 2012," Defence Minister A.K. Antony told 
parliament's lower house. 

Antony said India would meantime manage with its lone 
aircraft carrier -- a 59-year-old British vessel acquired by India 
in 1987 and renamed INS Viraat. 

"The operational requirements of the Navy will be met by 
INS Viraat, which will remain in service till the induction of 
Vikramaditya," he said. 

India, which is spending tens of billions of dollars to 
upgrade its military, is also planning an indigenously built 
aircraft carrier but that project as well has been hit by delays. 

Moscow accounts for 70 percent of Indian arms supplies 
but late deliveries and commercial disagreements have 

annoyed New Delhi and prompted it to use other suppliers 
such as Israel, Britain, France and the United States. 

The original delivery date was August 2008, Antony said, 
with its price tag fixed at $978.4 million in 2004 at the time 
the deal was signed. But the cost was "revised" to $2.3 billion 
for delivery in 2012, he said. 

"The total cost of the project will remain at $2.3 billion at 
the time of delivery in the last quarter of 2013," he assured 
parliament and added that technical glitches during trials had 
led to the delay. 

The 44,570-tonne warship required new turbines, boilers, 
2,500 kilometres (1,500 miles) of cabling and reinforcement 
of its flight deck as part of the deal between India and Russian 
defence export firm Rosoboronexport. 

Under the contract, Russian shipyard Sevmash has 
equipped the vessel with modern weapons, 16 MiG-29 fighter 
jets and a fleet of anti-submarine helicopters. 

The shipyard has insisted that the dramatic rise in the cost 
is mainly due to Indian demands for features not included in 
the original contract. 

New Delhi had voiced unhappiness with the state of the 
ship's weapons and basic equipment. 
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The diesel-powered Gorshkov was launched in 1982 and 
entered military service six years later. It was hit by a separate 
boiler room explosion in 1994 that killed six seamen and put 
the ship out of commission. 

Russia last December handed over the 8,140-tonne 
nuclear-powered attack submarine Nerpa to India following 
more than two years of delays. 
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MIDEAST: 
7. Hamas, Israel Pursue Talks 
Top Gaza official says fighting will resume if negotiations stall 
(WASHINGTON POST 27 NOV 12) ... Abigail Hauslohner and Michael Birnbaum 

CAIRO — Israel and Hamas on Monday resumed indirect 
discussions over their fragile cease-fire in the Gaza Strip, a top 
Hamas official said, but he warned that violence could flare 
again if negotiators do not quickly come to an agreement. 

In an interview with reporters in his suburban Cairo villa, 
Hamas deputy political leader Mousa Abu Marzook said the 
militant Palestinian group would continue to seek weapons 
even as an Israeli delegation arrived in Cairo to begin talks 
over the second stage of a cease-fire agreement reached last 
week. He also said Hamas would not rule out renewed rocket 
attacks if Israel decided to attack Iran. 

Abu Marzook said the Monday talks marked the second 
round of negotiations since the Egyptianbrokered cease-fire 
took effect Wednesday. He said that the session would focus 
on Hamas’s demands to loosen Israel’s six-year blockade of 
the Gaza Strip but warned that protracted negotiations could 
shatter the delicate truce. 

“If they stall too much in any of the issues that have to do 
with my freedom and breaking the siege, the field is open,” he 
said. 

Israel tightly limits the movement of people and goods in 
and out of Gaza, including a ban on the import of most 
construction materials — measures that rights groups and 
local officials say have crippled Gaza’s economy and hindered 
reconstruction efforts in the wake of a 2008-2009 Israeli 
ground invasion. 

Israel also enforces a blockade of Gaza’s seaport and a 
500-meter buffer zone inside the border — encompassing 17 
percent of Gaza’s land — in which trespassing Palestinians are 
often shot, according to the Gisha Legal Center for the 
Freedom of Movement, an Israeli human rights organization. 

Lifting these restrictions is key to Hamas’s demands as 
the negotiations move forward, Abu Marzook said. 

Israel and the United States have sworn off direct 
negotiations with Hamas, which they label a terrorist 
organization. Hamas and Israel have been negotiating 
indirectly through Egyptian messengers, Abu Marzook said. 

Previous cease-fires have broken down, and the Hamas 
leader said the group will continue to acquire weapons, even 
as the two sides struggle to negotiate a longterm peace. 

Abu Marzook said that the Palestinian resistance 
movements must “defend themselves.” 

Israel has vowed to halt Gaza militants’ stockpiling of 
weapons, including Iranian-made longrange rockets. During 
the conflict, militants for the first time hit targets near Tel 
Aviv and Jerusalem, demonstrating newly powerful 
capabilities that brought threats closer to Israel’s population 
centers. 

Israel routinely bombs tunnels that militants use to 
smuggle weapons, food and other commercial goods from 
Egypt’s poorly policed northern Sinai region. Egypt’s 
guarantee to put a halt to the weapons traffic was a key factor 
in Israel’s willingness to stop its assault on Gaza. 

But Abu Marzook said Egypt would not be able to end 
smuggling across its border. 

“There is nothing to be done,” he said, adding that 
weapons will make their way to Gaza no matter what legal 
barriers are set to keep them out. 

Some of those weapons have been from Iran, Hamas 
leaders have said, suggesting that the relationship between 
Hamas and the Islamic republic, which frayed this year, is on 
the mend. 

Ties had suffered after Hamas leaders abandoned their 
longtime base in Damascus amid the worsening civil war in 
Syria, another close Iranian ally. 

On Monday, Abu Marzook criticized Iran for supporting 
the embattled regime of Syria’s Bashar al-Assad, and he urged 
the Islamic republic to get in line with the democratic 
sentiments of the Arab Spring. 

“Iran must realize that there is a public opinion in the 
Arab world, so it must remedy its positions so it does not lose 
the Arab world because of its stances on the region’s crises,” 
he said. 

But Hamas officials have also signaled in the days since 
the cease-fire took effect that the group’s relationship with 
Iran remains strong. 

Gaza Prime Minister Ismail Haniyeh and Hamas political 
leader Khaled Meshal thanked Iran last week for providing 
Gaza’s fighters with the weapons they used in the conflict 
with Israel. 

And Abu Marzook did not rule out the possibility that 
Hamas would use those weapons to back Iran in a war against 
the Jewish state. 

“These hypothetical questions are difficult to answer,” he 
said. Hamas would condemn any Israeli “aggression” on 
another country, he said. “But how we will act about this 
aggression — this is something that would undoubtedly be 
decided in its own time.” 

The eight-day Israeli assault on Gaza “was like 
reconnaissance for Iran,” he said, because it showed Israel’s 
military playbook. 

Abu Marzook said the conflict demonstrated that 
Palestinian Authority head Mahmoud Abbas, who runs the 
West Bank, is a largely irrelevant figure. 

Ingy Hassieb contributed to this report. 
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8. Savvier, Rebels Shift Tactics In Syria 
(NEW YORK TIMES 27 NOV 12) ... Anne Barnard 

BEIRUT, Lebanon — At a hydroelectric dam on the 
Euphrates River on Monday, Syrian rebels relaxed in the 
operations room, checking a computer screen, sipping tea and 
projecting confidence after driving off government forces and 
seizing crates of rocket-propelled grenades. All of this was 
proudly recorded and quickly uploaded for the world to see. 

Swarming the heavily guarded dam was the latest in a 
monthlong string of tactical successes in which rebels have 
raided government installations, including numerous air bases, 
from northern Syria to the suburbs of Damascus. The raids 
allowed the rebels to boast of their growing effectiveness, 
undercut the morale of government forces and reinforce their 
arsenals. 

But what they are not necessarily seeking is to hold the 
bases they hit. Instead, rebels have shifted tactics, fighters and 
analysts say, seizing outposts, then often abandoning them, to 
deny government air power a target for retaliation. Rebels say 
they have learned from recent mistakes, after seizing 
neighborhoods only to draw devastating airstrikes that killed 
civilians and alienated supporters. Now, they focus less on 
conquering territory than on turning a war of attrition to their 
advantage, forcing the state to bleed. 

In the past month, fighters have overrun a half-dozen 
bases around Damascus, Syria’s capital; two in the country’s 
eastern oil-producing area; and the largest military installation 
near the country’s largest city, Aleppo. They have focused on 
challenging air power, their deadliest foe, by harassing some 
air bases, ransacking others and seizing antiaircraft weapons. 

They are continuing to fight even in areas crucial for the 
government, like the ring of suburbs around Damascus and the 
commercial hub of Aleppo and its supply routes. 

“Rebels are learning,” said Ahmad Kadour, an activist in 
Idlib, reached through Skype. When they capture a base, he 
said, “they take the machinery and the weapons and leave 
right away, because the regime is always shelling the places it 
used to control.” 

Yet the tactical gains appear unlikely to lead to a sudden 
shift that collapses the government, analysts say. Rather, they 
say, a de facto split of Syria is hardening with the government 
slowly shrinking the area it tries to fully control, a swath that 
runs from Damascus north along the more-populated western 
half of the country to Latakia, the ancestral province of 
President Bashar al-Assad. 

The government is still strong in core areas, analysts say, 
and even when it cedes control of the ground to rebels, as in 
parts of northern Syria and growing areas of the thinly 
populated east, it retains, the power to strike from the air. And, 
analysts warn, even if the army abandons some areas, that 
could simply open the way to fighting among sectarian and 
political factions. 

Yezid Sayigh, an analyst of Arab military affairs at the 
Carnegie Middle East Center in Beirut, said that the loss of 
bases near Damascus, like the helicopter base that rebels 
seized on Sunday, is more significant than losses in the rebel-
dominated north and isolated northeast, where the army has 
partly melted away, leaving the reduced forces vulnerable. 
The government’s main focus is holding Damascus and a 

corridor northward through the cities of Homs and Hama to 
coastal Latakia, analysts said. 

“By contracting the core areas they seek to defend, regime 
forces can extend their ability to fight,” Mr. Sayigh said. “And 
regime forces have not yet lost their ability to escalate the 
level of violence.” 

Still, rebel actions are imperfectly coordinated, and it was 
unclear whether they planned to hold the Tishreen Dam near 
Aleppo. It is an important source of electric power and one of 
two major crossings between Aleppo and the eastern 
provinces. 

Even as they celebrated its capture, there came a reminder 
of the risks of victory: warplanes bombed the Bab al-Hawa 
border crossing into Turkey, an area the rebels have controlled 
since July. The strikes scattered people who had taken shelter 
there after fleeing their homes elsewhere in Syria, said a 
fighter in the area who goes by the nickname Abu Zaki. 

Tactics have often shifted throughout the conflict, which 
is approaching the two-year mark. It began as a peaceful 
protest movement. After security forces fired on 
demonstrators, sporadic insurgent attacks began. The 
government pursued pockets of rebels across the country, only 
to have them pop up again elsewhere. Last summer, the 
government withdrew to strong points, increasingly relying on 
air power and artillery to smash areas that rebels had seized. 

The rebels have changed their tactics, too. Col. Qassem 
Saadeddine, the head of the military council of the loose-knit 
Free Syrian Army rebel umbrella group in Homs, said there 
was a concerted strategy to attack key bases and withdraw 
with weaponry. But, he said, where possible, rebels leave 
guards to prevent troops from using the bases again. 

“They just control the areas the tanks stand on,” he said in 
an interview from Turkey. “The regime is pulling out its 
forces from the provinces to the capital.” 

The rebel victories create opportunities, and dangers, as 
well. 

After they took Base 46, a large base outside Aleppo, 
rebels won a political victory by restoring power that had been 
cut in pro-rebel areas. “The heater or the Internet or the TV? 
— I’m running around confused,” said Najid, an activist in 
Binnish in Idlib Province. “I wish I could save electricity in 
boxes or containers, like water.” 

But when rebels took over oil fields in the eastern 
province of Deir al-Zour, chaos ensued, with residents 
siphoning oil without safety precautions and selling it for far 
less than its value, said an activist there, reached by Skype. 

Majed, an activist in Aleppo, was angry that rebels had 
captured the dam. He doubted they would be able to pay the 
foreign experts and technicians running it, and feared large 
regions would lose electricity. Worse, he said, the government 
might shell it, drowning villages. 

“The regime destroyed half the country,” he said. “They 
won’t stop at a dam.” 

Hwaida Saad and Hania Mourtada contributed reporting 
from Beirut, and Hala Droubi from Dubai, United Arab 
Emirates. 
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9. Jets Bomb Rebel, Refugee Area In Syria 
Strikes come as Turkey and NATO prepare to scout missile sites 
(WASHINGTON POST 27 NOV 12) ... Loveday Morris 

BEIRUT — Syrian fighter jets on Monday strafed a rebel-
held area near the Turkish border that is home to thousands of 
internally displaced refugees, in what appeared to be a 
warning shot as NATO prepares to deploy surfaceto-air 
missiles along the frontier. 

Missiles struck the town of Atmeh, just a couple of miles 
from the border, where a makeshift refugee camp in the 
surrounding hills harbors thousands of Syrians who fled their 
homes amid the grinding 20-month-old conflict. 

The intended target appeared to be a base for rebels who 
have been battling the Syrian government and military. The 
nearby village of Qah, also home to a large refugee 
population, and areas around the Bab al-Hawa border crossing 
were hit as well, according to opposition activists. 

The strikes were some of the closest to the northern 
border so far. They came as Turkey prepared to bring NATO 
officials to the area Tuesday to inspect possible locations for 
Patriot air-defense missile batteries. Members of the alliance 
agreed last week to consider Turkey’s requests to help secure 
the 560-mile border, and NATO is expected to announce a 
formal decision on whether it will provide Patriot missiles to 
Turkey after surveying potential sites. 

Mustafa Sheikh, the leader of the rebels’ main military 
council, whose headquarters is in Atmeh, said by telephone 
that the Syrian strikes Monday were intended to “terrify 
refugees and local people.” 

However, other activists said the strikes were apparently 
aimed at a military target. 

Both Turkey and NATO have made clear that the Patriot 
missile system would be purely defensive and would not be 
used to enforce a no-fly zone within Syria’s borders. But 
Damascus has described the move as “provocative.” 

In the meantime, it is ordinary Syrians who continue to 
bear the brunt of the conflict. 

“People are terrified, and many refugees are leaving the 
Atmeh area, but we doubt that Turkey will let many of them 
cross the border,” said Mulham al-Jundi, a member of the 
opposition Syrian National Council based in the Turkish 
border town of Reyhanli. 

There are an estimated 2.5 million internally displaced 
refugees in Syria; they often live in squalid conditions, and 
human rights groups have urged Turkey to fully open its 
borders to those fleeing. 

A camp organizer at Atmeh said plans are being 
considered to split the refugees into several smaller border 
encampments, to enhance their safety. 

One local activist who spoke on the condition of 
anonymity said Monday’s raid missed the main rebel base but 
damaged a supply depot. Another said three rockets hit 
farmland and two others hit buildings near the base. 

The Associated Press said several people were killed and 
wounded in the airstrikes. No details about the casualties were 
immediately available. 

At Bab al-Hawa, fighters milled about alongside refugees 
after the bombing, loading vehicles with food, bedding and 
other supplies. Turkish officials and soldiers, who refused to 
be photographed, worked alongside them. Bab al-Hawa is in 
an area that was essentially a no man’s land before the Syrian 
rebellion began last year, but is now rebel-held territory. 

Syria’s rebels have been gaining momentum with a series 
of significant strategic wins in recent days. After several days 
of fighting, they seized control Monday of the hydroelectric 
Tishrin Dam on the Euphrates River in the northern part of the 
country. 

Rami Abdulrahman, a pseudonym for the director of the 
Britain-based Syrian Observatory for Human Rights, 
described the capture of the dam, which supplies several areas 
of the country with electricity, as a “major blow” to the 
government. 

The rebel Free Syrian Army said it also has taken control 
of the Marj al-Sultan air base, just outside Damascus. 

Activists said that at least eight children were killed when 
cluster bombs hit a school in the nearby village of Deir al-
Asafir as the Syrian military tried to regain its grip on the area. 
Those reports could not be independently confirmed. 

Justin Vela, on the Turkish side of the border at the Bab 
al-Hawa crossing, contributed to this report. 
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10. Germany, Turkey Spar Over Patriots 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 27 NOV 12) ... David Crawford, Emre Peker and Stephen Fidler 

Germany is privately pressing Turkey to scale back the 
scope of its request for Patriot missile-defense batteries to 
defend the country's borders with war-torn Syria, according to 
a person familiar with negotiations. 

Turkey is seeking help to defend virtually all the towns 
and cities within 50 miles of Turkey's roughly 565-mile border 
with Syria, said the person familiar with the talks. Germany is 
privately pressing Turkey to keep the request to a minimum, 
the person said. 

Germany is one of three countries—along with the U.S. 
and the Netherlands—that have indicated their readiness to 
send Patriot air-defense batteries to protect from a further 
spillover of the Syria conflict into Turkey, after Ankara 

approached the North Atlantic Treaty Organization last 
Wednesday with a formal request for the systems. 

While the assessment of the talks couldn't be 
corroborated, it is consistent with positions in each country—
Germans' widespread resistance to deploying such a system, 
versus a public push in Turkey to protect civilians from war in 
Syria. 

NATO will work with Turkey's armed forces in a 
technical study to "protect the widest swath of Turkey," the 
country's Defense Minister Ismet Yilmaz told reporters in the 
eastern province of Sivas on Saturday, according to state-run 
Anatolia news agency. 

For decades, German public opinion has opposed 
participation in international conflicts, with rare exceptions 
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such as Afghanistan and the Balkans. Fifty-nine percent of 
Germans oppose deploying German Patriot missiles in 
Turkey, according to a public-opinion poll published last week 
by Infratest Dimap. 

NATO missile-defense experts are due to begin visiting 
potential missile sites near Turkey's border with Syria on 
Tuesday. The specialists will work with Turkish experts to 
help determine the number of missiles, foreign troops and 
length of deployment of the anti-missile units, Turkey's 
military general staff said Monday. 

Batteries would be stationed, according to Turkish media, 
in three cities: Malatya, which is home to a NATO radar; 
Diyarbakir, host to an air-force base; and the frontier province 
of Sanliurfa. A foreign ministry official declined to confirm 
those reports. 

On Monday, Syrian warplanes conducted two bombing 
raids close to the border with Turkey. The strikes appeared to 
narrowly miss a Free Syrian Army base in Atma, about a mile 
from the frontier, and sent hundreds of Syrians fleeing into 
Turkey. Atma also houses a makeshift refugee camp that has 
become home to more than 12,000 Syrians. 

Turkey's military reiterated Monday that a deployment of 
Patriots wouldn't be used to create a no-fly zone or for 
offensive purposes, saying the systems would be used to 
defend territory against airstrikes and rockets from Syria. 

NATO officials and diplomats said the Patriot systems 
wouldn't be configured to shoot down aircraft. Instead, said an 
official, they would be "set to shoot down ballistic missiles 
which threaten Turkish territory or property." 

Within hours of Turkey's formal request for the Patriot 
systems last week, Germany Defense Minister Thomas de 

Maizière recommended support for the deployment of German 
troops and missiles to Turkey. During discussions, German 
officials have told their Turkish partners that it wouldn't make 
sense to provide air-defense for the entire region "vaguely" 
outlined by Turkey during the talks, the person familiar with 
the bilateral discussions said. 

Turkey's request would require about 15 batteries of 
Patriot missiles, this person said, adding that Germany's 
expected share of that request would be larger than it could 
fulfill. The Netherlands' contingent of Patriots is even smaller, 
this person said, adding that it is also unclear if the U.S. would 
offer to fill the gap between what Germany and the 
Netherlands can provide and what Turkey says it needs. 

A Turkish foreign ministry official declined to comment 
on the German position. Turkey's general staff didn't respond 
to calls seeking comment. 

Each battery of Patriot missiles covers a circle with a 
radius of about 16 miles. Each requires roughly 70 to 80 
support personnel, though this can vary according to location 
and from one country's armed forces to another. The U.S. 
stationed Patriot batteries in Turkey in 1991 and 2003 to 
protect its NATO partner during fighting with Iraq. 

Deployment may be formally approved at a meeting of 
NATO foreign ministers in Brussels on Dec. 4 and 5. 

The German contribution could then be approved at a 
cabinet meeting on Dec. 5. 

Patriot units slated for deployment would then finalize 
preparations for shipping out while the proposal is debated in 
Germany's lower house of parliament. A final Bundestag vote 
is expected on or before Dec. 21. 
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11. Clashes Erupt Near Former Bahrain Protest Hub 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 26 NOV 12) ... Reem Khalifa 

MANAMA, Bahrain — Riot police in Bahrain have fired 
tear gas and stun grenades to disperse thousands of marchers 
trying to reach a heavily guarded square that was once the hub 
of their anti-government uprising. 

The clash followed ceremonies Monday to mark the end 
of Shiite religious commemorations known as Ashoura. It was 
the heaviest clash in months near Pearl Square, where Shiite-
led protesters gathered in February 2011 to demand a greater 

political voice in the Sunni-ruled Gulf kingdom. It has since 
been closed off. 

The street battles spilled into surrounding Shiite 
neighborhoods. 

Bahraini authorities have outlawed protest marches in an 
attempt to quell growing violence in the more than 21-month-
old unrest. Shiite leaders say they plan more marches in 
defiance of the order. 

Bahrain is home to the U.S. Navy's 5th Fleet. 
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AFRICA: 
12. Iran Warships Returning To Sudan: Military 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 26 NOV 12) 

KHARTOUM — Iranian warships will return to Sudan on 
Friday, the armed forces said, one month after a similar port 
call followed Khartoum's accusation that Israel bombed a 
military factory. 

Sudan's links to Iran have come under scrutiny after 
Khartoum accused Israel of the October 23 strike against the 
Yarmouk compound, which led to speculation that Iranian 
weapons were stored or manufactured at the factory in 
Khartoum. 

"Two Iranian warships would also visit Port Sudan 
harbour on November 30 and would stay at the harbour for 
three days within the military maritime cooperation," said 
Sawarmi Khaled Saad, Sudan's army spokesman quoted by the 
official SUNA news agency. 

A Pakistani naval vessel would also stop at the Red Sea 
port, for two days beginning on Thursday, Saad said. 

During their visit the three ships would get "fuel and other 
logistic materials,” he added. 
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A pair of Iranian warships spent about two days in Port 
Sudan late last month in a visit which Saad said supported 
"strong political, security and diplomatic relations between the 
two states.” 

The Saudi Arabian press criticised the port call by the 
supply ship Kharg and corvette Admiral Naghdi, which 
carried Iranian special forces. 

Relations between Tehran and Riyadh have been tense for 
years over many political and security issues. 

Iran's Press TV reported that the Kharg and Admiral 
Naghdi had been sent to the Djibouti area in September "to 
convey Iran's message of peace to the regional countries and 
maintain the security of shipping corridors against maritime 
terrorism." 

Israel refused all comment on Sudan's allegations about 
the Khartoum factory blast. 

But a top Israeli defence official, Amos Gilad, said Sudan 
"serves as a route for the transfer, via Egyptian territory, of 
Iranian weapons to Hamas and Islamic Jihad terrorists." 

Eight days of fighting between Israel and Hamas, which 
rules the Gaza Palestinian territory, ended on November 21 
with an Egyptian-mediated truce after 166 Palestinians and six 
Israelis died. 

The Jewish state has accused Iran of supplying Hamas 
with its Fajr 5 missile, used to target Tel Aviv during the 
conflict. 

Khaled Meshaal, exiled chief of the Hamas movement, is 
a frequent visitor to Sudan, most recently on November 15 
when he spoke at a meeting of Sudanese Islamists. 

Meshaal said Sudan is "on the top" among supporters for 
the Hamas armed wing, the Ezzedine al-Qassam Brigades. 

Khartoum has accused Israel of spreading "fabricated 
information" about links between the Yarmouk military 
factory, Hamas and Iran. 

Sudan's foreign ministry denied Iran had any involvement 
in the Yarmouk factory. 
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AFGHANISTAN: 
13. Pentagon Readies Options For Afghanistan Force After 2014 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 26 NOV 12) ... Tony Capaccio 

Pentagon leaders intend to present President Barack 
Obama by year-end with options for how many U.S. troops to 
keep in Afghanistan next year and beyond, according to the 
Defense Department’s chief spokesman. 

“We haven’t really reached a point where any single 
number has ripened into recommendations,” George Little told 
reporters yesterday, after the Wall Street Journal and New 
York Times quoted unnamed officials saying as many as 
10,000 troops may remain after 2014. 

With 66,000 U.S. troops now in Afghanistan, down from 
a high of 100,000 in May 2011, debate is centering on how 
many will be withdrawn over the next two years. The large-
scale U.S. and North Atlantic Treaty Organization presence is 
scheduled to end in 2014, turning over the security lead to 
Afghanistan military and police forces. 

Obama campaigned for re-election on a pledge to 
“transition out” of Afghanistan, saying in an Oct. 22 debate 
with Republican challenger Mitt Romney that “there’s no 
reason why Americans should die when Afghans are perfectly 
capable of defending their own country.” He didn’t say how 
many U.S. troops would remain in the war-torn country. 

Obama’s decision faces multiple complications, starting 
with the absence so far of a Status of Forces Agreement with 
the U.S.-backed Afghan government of President Hamid 
Karzai. Among its provisions would be exempting U.S. troops 
from local law enforcement actions. Such an agreement is due 
-- but not guaranteed -- in May. 

The failure of the government of Iraqi Prime Minister 
Nouri al-Maliki to pass such an agreement forced the 
withdrawal of all American forces from that country at the end 
of 2011. 

Obama’s Commitment 
The U.S. Congress has provided more than $51 billion 

since 2002 to build an Afghan security force, which has about 
337,000 personnel today. 

White House Press Secretary Jay Carney told reporters 
yesterday that Obama will be deciding “in coming weeks and 
months” on on how to fulfill “his commitment that he made 
very clearly to continue to draw down forces in Afghanistan” 
over the next two years. 

Obama “will evaluate proposals from the Pentagon and 
elsewhere on what we might negotiate with the Afghan 
government on a future presence in Afghanistan, after we 
fulfill our commitment and NATO’s commitment to end the 
war in Afghanistan in 2014,” Carney said. “That commitment 
and that presence would be very limited in scope, as we’ve 
talked about, focused on counterterrorism operations and 
training of Afghan forces.” 

Insider Attacks 
Efforts to withdraw U.S. forces must be reconciled 

against challenges, including difficulties in training Afghan 
forces, insider attacks on U.S. and allied troops, government-
wide corruption and insurgent safe havens in Pakistan. 

“The odds of ‘success’ in creating a stable, secure, and 
democratic Afghanistan moving towards economic 
development on a national and regional basis by 2014 -- or 
even 2020 -- are less than even,” Anthony Cordesman of the 
Center for Strategic and International Studies in Washington 
concluded in June. 

Max Boot, a senior fellow at the Council on Foreign 
Relations in New York, told the House Armed Services 
Committee in June that he would advise against withdrawing 
any of the remaining troops next year. 

Afghanistan Election 
“This is a very dangerous situation to leave behind, which 

could potentially destabilize” and “lead to the overthrow” of 
the Karzai government, he said. Establishing security “will be 
difficult enough to do with even 68,000 troops, and I fear 
impossible if we go substantially below that number,” Boot 
said. 
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Afghanistan’s national election in April 2014 was cited as 
a crucial event by Marine Corps General Joseph Dunford, 
Obama’s nominee to lead U.S. and NATO troops there. 

Without successful elections “I’m concerned that the 
conditional” international contributions pledged this year 
“both for development and for security forces, won’t be 
there,” he told the Senate Armed Services Committee on Nov. 
15. 

“The legitimacy of those elections in the eyes of the 
Afghan people are gonna have a lot to do with their 
willingness to support the Afghan government” and not 
support the Taliban, he said. 

More immediately, U.S. commanders are attempting to 
reduce the number of “green-on-blue” attacks by Afghan 
personnel against U.S. and NATO troops. Since January, 37 of 
the insider attacks have killed 51 coalition troops, including 32 
Americans. 

The attacks have raised concerns “about the pace of 
progress toward the scheduled hand-off,” John Sopko, the 
Special Inspector General for Afghanistan Reconstruction, 
said in his latest quarterly report. 

‘Pervasive Corruption’ 
Sopko also said “pervasive corruption in public life is 

widely seen as a major obstacle to reform, development, 
stability, and growth for the country.” 

Another immediate issue is encouraging Pakistan to do 
more to disrupt insurgents’ sanctuaries near the Afghan border 
in northwest Pakistan. 

“It’s not apparent to me that there’s been any progress” in 
reducing the safe havens, Dunford said at the Senate hearing 
on his nomination. 

Defense Secretary Leon Panetta said in response to a 
question after a Nov. 20 speech in Washington that “in many 
ways the success in Afghanistan is dependent on having a 
Pakistan that is willing to confront terrorism on their side of 
the border.” 

“So in order to really have a secure Afghanistan, 
ultimately Pakistan is going to have to take responsibility for 
taking on these terrorists and eliminating the safe havens,” 
Panetta said. 

Special Forces 
The U.S. military commitment after 2014 is likely to 

include counterterrorism forces and conventional force 
advisers who would train Afghan forces, Dunford told 
lawmakers. 

Special forces to help hunt insurgents and advisory and 
assistance personnel are needed to sustain a “clear and 
compelling narrative” that the U.S. will support the Afghan 
government, Dunford said. 

While there has been a lot of “discussion informally” 
about “where things might be headed,” Little said yesterday he 
wasn’t aware of a “formal set of recommendations” from the 
current commander in Afghanistan, Marine Corps General 
John Allen, “for formal passage to the White House.” 

Panetta is scheduled to hold his next discussion with 
General Allen today by video teleconference “on a range of 
issues,” Little said. He said he wasn’t sure whether a formal 
troop level recommendation will be discussed. 

‘I can’t say for sure that it will be done completely by 
December 31,” Little said. “We hope to complete the entire 
process as soon as possible within the next several weeks.” 
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CONGRESS / BUDGET: 
14. Clock Ticking, Senators Optimistic On Defense Authorization Bill 
(POLITCO 27 NOV 12) ... Darren Samuelsohn 

Key Senate players signaled optimism on Monday 
evening that they’d be able to resolve an impasse over 
proceeding with this year’s National Defense Authorization 
Act, although some observers remained skeptical that 
lawmakers would have enough time to tackle it. 

Senate Armed Services Committee Chairman Sen. Carl 
Levin (D-Mich.) told POLITICO his goal remained to “get 
this thing up this week.” 

The committee’s ranking Republican, Sen. John McCain 
(R-Ariz.) said he also thought the chamber could act on that 
schedule: “Still working it,” he told reporters. “Still trying to 
get it moving. Hopefully we’ll get it done pretty quickly.” 

And even the man whose objections have so far been the 
main stumbling block for the bill, Sen. Rand Paul (R-Ky.), 
said he thought negotiations were making progress. Although 
Paul said he has not formally placed a hold on the defense bill, 
he has renewed his campaign for language that protects the 
rights of U.S. citizens detained by the military to the speedy 
jury trials they’re entitled under the Constitution. 

Paul has tangled with defense advocates on this question 
before, but he said he didn’t think his insistence this time 
would submarine the NDAA — he said he was confident 
everyone can get what he wants. 

“We’re working on a deal,” Paul said. “We want an 
amendment to protect the right to trial by jury and I think 
we’re going to get it. … We’re going to have an amendment 
and a vote.” 

Paul defended the energy the Senate is spending on the 
issue. 

“I won’t let them go forward easily unless I get a vote on 
protecting the right to go to trial by jury,” he said. “The 
previous NDAA had the language we think allows them to 
accuse an American citizen of terrorism and them hold them 
indefinitely either here or a military prison in another location. 

So we want to have a debate over the right to trial by jury. 
It actually sort of amazes me that there are folks who’d vote 
against the right to trial by jury.” 

But that’s only one of the amendments that Paul’s 
Republican colleagues are said to want to add to the defense 
bill — there could be so many, in fact, that the Senate may not 
have enough time to deal with them all in the three days 
Majority Leader Harry Reid has allotted for the NDAA. 

Reid said on the floor earlier Monday that as far as he’s 
concerned, he’s ready to work on the authorization bill, but 
that it would be up to Levin and McCain to reach agreements 
with other members about modifications as it moved forward. 
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“Republican senators have been having disagreements 
among themselves on what they want to do on the defense 
bill,” Reid said. “I will intend to figure out some way, with the 
help of Sen. McCain and others on the Republican side, to 
return to the defense bill. … That’s up to Sen. Levin and Sen. 
McCain to figure out a way forward on that. I’m willing to 
work with them in any way that is reasonable this late in the 
game.” 

Levin, who walked into the Senate with Paul and talked 
with Reid on the floor for about 20 minutes on Monday 
evening, said he thought the odds were good. 

“I’m not sure what the hold up is at this point — I’m not 
sure if it’s the Rand Paul [amendment]. The leader is just 
ready to proceed. Period. With no filling the trees. With no 
limit on amendments. The only limit is that we’d be 
committed to get this done in three days.” 

Asked if the Senate could deal with the defense bill in 
three days during a lame-duck session, Levin replied, “I think 
I’m pretty confident the leader is going to proceed on that 
premise that he’ll try to get them to agree to proceed. If they 
want to filibuster, if somebody wants to filibuster the motion 
to proceed, then let them filibuster. I hope and believe that 
that’s where the leader is. If somebody wants to filibuster then 
they’ll filibuster.” 

Still, not everyone echoed that optimism: One defense 
lobbyist suggested that there are “many unresolved issues, 
including amendment [and] debate time, that are complicating 
things” for the forward progress of the NDAA. 

“I hear the number of amendments is large, too many to 
consider in this session, and leadership is trying to reach a deal 
to consolidate [and] scrub amendments,” he said. 

Tim Mak contributed to this report. 
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SHIPBUILDING: 
15. Navy Would Cancel Ship If Necessary But Says It Won’t Come To That 
(POLITICO 27 NOV 12) ... Philip Ewing 

If one half of the Navy's most controversial shipbuilding 
program doesn’t perform as expected, the Navy will cancel it, 
the department’s No. 2 leader vows — but he doesn’t expect it 
will come to that. 

In an exclusive interview with POLITICO, Navy 
Undersecretary Robert Work made clear that he has heard the 
criticism in Congress and elsewhere of the littoral combat ship 
program, but he urged skeptics to focus on the state of the 
program today, not on its problems from the past. And he said 
that if the Navy isn’t satisfied with one of the two designs it’s 
pursuing — having gotten permission from Congress to build 
both, as opposed to picking just one — officials would cut if 
off. 

“The reason we built LCS before we fully know what it’s 
going to be is we’re confident if either of the two variants turn 
out to be a bad variant, we will stop building it,” Work said. 
“This isn’t a jobs program. This is a program to provide the 
U.S. Navy with combat capability and if it doesn’t provide 
combat capability, we will not build the ship.” 

But Work said the LCS ships the Navy is building now 
are the right warships for the future of the fleet, reflecting 
many lessons the service has already learned from the first two 
copies, the Lockheed Martin-built USS Freedom and the 
Austal USA-built USS Independence. The relatively small, 
fast ships, which are designed to accept interchangeable 
mission equipment instead of carrying built-in systems, are 
leading the way toward a second “golden age” of American 
seapower, Work believes. 

“When you take a look at the priorities for 21st century 
defense that came out as a result of Budget Control Act of 
2011, and you read that strategy, it’s hard for me to imagine a 
more maritime-focused strategy than that strategy,” he said. 
“It reminds me a lot of the 1890s, when the importance of the 
Navy Marine Corps team became one of the key pillars in 
your strategy.” 

He continued, “The way it played out in the presidential 
election was quite remarkable — you had a Republican former 
secretary of the Navy, John Lehman who would often debate 
defense with a former Democratic secretary of the Navy, 

Richard Danzig. It was quite remarkable. It’s just another 
indication that again, on both sides of the aisle, in Congress 
and the administration, the value of the Navy-Marine Corps 
team is recognized. And that’s why I call this the second 
golden age of American seapower. In the 21st century, 
regardless of where the money will fall out — we will never 
get all of the money that we would maybe wish for, but we’ll 
definitely get the money we need to do the job — whenever 
that happens, I’m very confident the Navy-Marine Corps team 
will play out well in whatever the final resources allocation 
decisions are.” 

But the challenge of “resources” — i.e. money — is tough 
for the Navy Department today and it’ll only get tougher in the 
coming years. Last year the fleet asked Congress to mothball 
nine of its surface ships so that it could better afford to 
maintain and operate the ones that would remain. The Navy 
brass has complained for years that the fleet is being asked to 
operate at an unsustainable tempo around the world, with 
Sailors and equipment strained sometimes almost to the 
breaking point. 

Last week, the Navy announced that it would have to 
temporarily bring home the aircraft carrier USS Dwight D. 
Eisenhower to resurface its flight deck, then send it right back 
to the Middle East, for a deployment that could wind up 
lasting 10 months, as compared with the standard six. That is 
to cover for unexpected repairs to its sibling, the USS Nimitz, 
which will keep it from sailing to take the Eisenhower’s place 
as originally planned. 

It’s only the latest example of the Navy extending ships’ 
and crews' time at sea, putting additional strain on people and 
equipment. But the service’s leaders say that strain is 
manageable for now. 

“Our navy is in high demand operating forward all over 
the world,” Chief of Naval Operations Adm. Jonathan 
Greenert said in an announcement. “And our Sailors, civilians 
and their families are doing a great job meeting that demand.” 

Still, critics in Congress and elsewhere have said these 
and other examples prove today’s fleet is not poised well to 
enter Work’s new golden age. 
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In a House hearing earlier this year, a top Navy leader, 
Vice Adm. John Blake, told lawmakers that if money were no 
object he would need more than 500 warships to respond to all 
the demand for missions around the world. The fleet today has 
about 285 warships, and would grow only to about 300 over 
the next seven years — assuming the Navy can execute its 
shipbuilding plan perfectly. Service officials say they think 
they can, and they are quick to point out that Blake wasn’t 
describing a practical possibility, just the ultimate best-case 
scenario. 

There are more challenges down the line: Just like its 
sibling Air Force, analysts have warned that the Navy faces a 
“bow wave” in its procurement costs in the next decade. 
Scores of Arleigh Burke-class destroyers and Ticonderoga-
class cruisers built in the 1980s and 1990s are projected to 
reach the end of their service lives in the 2020s — a problem 
dubbed “block obsolescence” — and as of today the Navy 
does not have a detailed plan to replace them. 

Never fear, said Work — the Navy knows what it’s doing. 
The nature of war at sea has begun to change so much that 

Navy leaders can’t yet place their bets on the strategies and 
technologies that make the most sense for the new era, he said. 
Is it more important for tomorrow’s ships to host remotely 
operated vehicles, or to fight from longer ranges? Which 
advanced new weapons, from new missiles to lasers to rail 
guns, make the most sense to field at sea? No one knows yet, 
Work said, but by the time the Navy can fully answer those 
questions, it’ll have time to build new surface warships to take 
the place of the ones bound for retirement. 

“If you were to ask me about the capabilities of a ship — 
I don’t know if we’ll call it a cruiser or a destroyer, I don’t 
know what we’ll call it,” he said. “What would our large battle 
network combatant be in the '20s? It would have electric 
power. It would have small crews — the DDG 1000 
[destroyer] and LCSes are going to tell us to what extent can 
we do small crews — it’ll have a flex-deck of some kind, it’ll 

most certainly have electromagnetic rail guns, or electric 
weapons — directed energy weapons — it’ll have a whole 
series of unmanned systems, all sorts of robots; at some point 
in the future, I think robotics will become more essential to the 
Navy, but that’s probably a long way off. So that’s why I say, 
we’ll ride the basic Burke hull at least into the '20s, we’ll do a 
Flight 3 version, and at that point it’ll be very clear as to 
which way we want to go. So I would say the next big wave of 
change in the fleet will come in the '20s.” 

Is it difficult, Work was asked, to sell that vision to 
members of Congress who see familiar ships or programs 
going away and unfamiliar ones, like LCS, taking their place? 

“I don’t think it’s that difficult for Congress to realize 
we’re in this enormous technological kind of flux and 
transformation,” he said. “But what they look for the Navy to 
do is to have a consistent story.” And that, he acknowledged, 
is where it has broken down. 

With LCS, “If you look at what we said we wanted to get 
and what we got it, was pretty consistent. In the interim, we 
changed the story a lot, and this is something [Navy Chief of 
Information] Adm. [John] Kirby has said loud and clear: He 
said, ‘Look, we’ve got a good story to tell. Let’s tell the story 
and tell it consistently, so we can make our points.’ It’s very 
difficult over a long period of time for people to understand 
when you’re changing rationale.” 

Work acknowledged the LCS program “imploded” in 
2007 — “We bought into the ‘transformational’ stuff, and we 
said we can do it differently, ‘We can change plans’ — we 
made mistakes,” he said. “We admit it. But the single most 
mistake I’d look at as far as the Navy is, when you have a 
good story, keep telling it! And tell it over and over! Don’t 
change, because in the end, if you believe in your story and 
it’s a good story and it’s a true story — and I believe all of 
those things were the case — then tell your story right. So I 
think we can explain to the Congress, ‘This is why we feel we 
have to make these decisions.’” 
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AVIATION / UAVs: 
16. Norfolk-Based Carrier To Host Unmanned Aircraft Testing 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 26 NOV 12) ... Mike Connors 

NORFOLK –The aircraft carrier Harry S. Truman will 
host an unmanned aircraft’s first carrier-based testing in the 
coming weeks. 

The Navy hoisted an X-47B Unmanned Combat Air 
System demonstrator on board the Truman today, a Navy 
news release said. The X-47B test will be conducted over a 
three-week period, which will include in-port and underway 
demonstrations. 

The X-47B, which has a wingspan of more than 62 feet, 
will be controlled remotely by a hand-held unit, the release 
said. 

Lt. Cmdr. Larry Tarver, the Truman's aircraft handling 
officer, helped coordinate the X-47B's on-load. 

"It means a lot to our crew to be part of Naval history," 
Tarver said in the release. "We have Sailors who received 
additional training to safely move the X-47B and they are 
excited to play a part in its testing." 
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17. Simulation Seen As Key To Cost-Effective Military Training 
(FLIGHTGLOBAL (UK) 26 NOV 12) ... Dave Majumdar 

WASHINGTON, D.C. – As defence outlays start to 
shrink after a decade of growth, the U.S. Department of 
Defense is exploring the increased use of flight-simulation 
technology to cut back on fuel costs and reduce the wear and 
tear on its aircraft fleet. 

But to what extent can simulations really replace live 
flying? And would that really save money? 

"There is no data to accurately quantify to what extent 
simulators can replace live flying for Air Force fighter/bomber 
training," says the U.S. Air Force's Air Combat Command 
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(ACC), responsible for organising, training, equipping and 
maintaining the combat air force (CAF). 

"ACC has done several studies and evaluations of live and 
simulator training to determine the right mix of live and 
virtual training that maximises combat readiness while 
reducing training costs in today's fiscally constrained 
environment," says USAF major command. While the 
technology has great strengths in terms of procedural training 
and large-force employment exercises, it also has some serious 
accuracy limitations. "ACC also views most simulator training 
as a complement versus a replacement of live fly training due 
to the strengths of each training medium," says USAF. 

Rudimentary Trainer 
Nonetheless, simulation technology has come a long way 

since the start of the information age. U.S. Marine Corps Col 
Arthur Tomassetti, vice-commander of the USAF's 33rd 
Fighter Wing, currently flies the Lockheed Martin F-35 Joint 
Strike Fighter. But over his long career he has flown more 
than 35 different aircraft types and has served as a test pilot 
for both the current F-35 and its X-35 concept demonstrator. 

Tomassetti started initial flight training at NAS Pensacola, 
Florida, in 1987, in the Beechcraft T-34C Turbo Mentor basic 
trainer. Although there was a simulator to help student 
aviators practise, the device was a rudimentary procedural 
trainer. "While you could fly with the instrument suite to give 
you the impression you were flying, you didn't have any 
outside-the-window view," he says. 

Later, flying the Douglas A-4 Skyhawk, Tomassetti 
experienced training on a somewhat more advanced simulator. 
The Skyhawk simulator offered some basic visuals and some 
weapons capability, as well as some level of motion 
capability. But, Tomassetti says, it was still limited, and used 
mostly to drill procedures. 

It was not until Tomassetti got to the Boeing AV-8B 
Harrier II jump jet in 1988 that he says he experienced a 
simulator with decent visuals. "That was the first time you 
started to see the screens trying to represent the outside world 
with early animated graphics," he says. 

But while the graphics had improved, and one could learn 
from the machine, the 1980s-vintage simulator did not truly 
present an accurate depiction of the Harrier. 

"You could see some things, you could practise your 
procedures in there, but it wasn't the real airplane - it emulated 
the real airplane," Tomassetti says. 

Later simulators are much better, and provide some 
excellent capabilities not just for procedural training but also 
for weapons employment. The latest U.S. military simulators 
for the F-35 use the same software as the actual jet, Tomassetti 
says. That means that, theoretically, everything in the 
simulator should match what the real aircraft does. 

Discussing the graphics offered by the F-35 simulator, 
Tomassetti notes that a student will be able to pick out the 
difference between different classes of armoured vehicles 
visually in the simulator. Visual representations have 
traditionally been a major limitation for flight simulators, 
particularly at close ranges and for terrain. 

But even the state-of-the art F-35 simulator does not 
move, and certain factors such as flight-control response times 
cannot necessarily be modelled with 100% fidelity. "How the 
airplane flies in the sim is the best we can do without having a 
real airplane attached," Tomassetti says. "But even that level 

of effort that went into making that level of fidelity, is much 
more than we've had in other airplane programmes." 

Even with some level of motion, one major limitation of 
simulators is that they cannot replicate the physiological 
effects on the human body. Simulators cannot train student 
pilots on aspects of flight such as experiencing g-loading and 
the associated vestibular effects; nor can they replicate 
physiological exhaustion. A simulator is also unable to 
replicate the "feel" of an aircraft, such as airframe buffet cues. 

"All of this is important in dogfighting - the feel of energy 
bleed and increasing buffet as you trade [airspeed] for nose 
position," says one senior USAF officer. 

A senior USAF instructor pilot says he has never flown 
any simulator that has been able to model the flight dynamics 
of a fighter accurately - despite some of the latest simulators 
incorporating inflating g-suits, speakers for vibration and even 
moving plates in the seat. 

For the U.S. Navy, the problem is even more acute. There 
is no substitute for some of the specialised tasks naval aviators 
are required to carry out - such as carrier landings - which 
must be performed in a real aircraft. 

As Lt Cdr Ben Charles - simulation fleet project team 
chairman for the USN's Strike Fighter Wing Pacific and 
instructor pilot for the Boeing F/A-18E/F Super Hornet - 
notes, "there is no substitute for actual flight hours: gs, 
environment, flying form, taking off from the boat, landing on 
the boat - night and day. There is no equivalent for that, but 
when [student pilots] do get in a jet, they're more ready.” 

Carrier qualifications are an especially difficult skill to 
master and represent one area where live flying is essential. 

There are, however, those who advocate increasing carrier 
qualification training in simulators to reduce naval aviators' 
required flight hours. "That makes us as flightcrew very 
nervous," Charles says. 

Perhaps where the simulator is most lacking is that 
students are always consciously aware that there is no real 
danger. Another senior USAF pilot says: "You simply cannot 
replace the sight, sound, smell,g-forces and fear you 
experience when actually flying." 

Charles concurs. "You can't put the fear of dying in the 
sim," he says. "You can't ever replicate the fact that if you get 
low at the boat that you will actually hit the boat." 

For many younger pilots, "getting in the simulator is 
playing a very expensive video game,” Charles says. "Now, 
there are folks who are very good in the sim, but do very 
poorly in the jet." 

Charles says many young pilots are simply overwhelmed 
by having to operate the aircraft and its systems while 
simultaneously experiencing g-forces and other airborne 
environmental factors. "But on the other hand, there are some 
folks who do mediocre in the sim and get in the jet and they 
perform very well," he says. 

Tactical Scenarios 
While simulators cannot replicate the physiological and 

psychological aspects of air combat training, they are suitable 
for tactical training. At the unit level, pilots can rehearse 
tactical scenarios in simulators before going up in the air to fly 
the same scenario. For example, one senior USAF officer 
describes rapidly running multiple simulator scenarios with a 
flight of four F-15C Eagles using night-vision goggles and 
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Joint Helmet Mounted Cueing Systems (JHMCSs), and 
subsequently digitally debriefing those same scenarios. 

The digital debriefing system offers a God's eye, three-
dimensional display as well as reproductions of all four 
cockpits and their displays. "This is outstanding for pre-flight 
upgrades, warming up, knocking the rust off switchology, 
practising 3-1 comms and the like," the senior USAF officer 
says. "Nowadays, you don't go fly a four-versus-four upgrade 
ride without briefing, e-flying, debriefing and passing the 
same scenario in the simulator-student upgrades and IP 
[instructor pilot] upgrades." 

Charles says that the USN uses a similar system for its 
unit-level simulators for the Super Hornet. But the USN wants 
eventually to link disparate units from across the globe 
virtually so they can train together in a scheme called fleet 
synthetic training. 

However, the USN system will not just be limited to 
aircraft, Charles says. Aegis air and missile defence warships 
such as the Ticonderoga-class cruisers and Arleigh Burke-
class destroyers will eventually be linked. While initially the 
system will primarily be shore-based, it may eventually be 
deployed on board carriers. When the system becomes 
operational, the USN will be able to run large-force exercises 
with forces distributed around the globe completely virtually. 

"That's one of the things we're leaning forward on," 
Charles says. "Obviously, we don't have that full capability 
yet." 

The USAF is already implementing such a system under 
its distributed mission operations (DMO) construct. Already a 
number of bases are fully operational with the system in place. 

Col Mustafa Koprucu is commander of the USAF's 505th 
Command and Control Wing at Hurlburt Field, Florida, and 
responsible for leading the air force's DMO and live, virtual, 
and constructive (LVC) capabilities. 

The nexus of the DMO network is the Distributed 
Mission Operations Center (DMOC) at Kirtland AFB, New 
Mexico. From there, the various units scattered around the 
globe can be linked together for exercises. The system can link 
together disparate units for day-to-day training, but the real 
value comes from assembling virtual air campaigns involving 
hundreds of aircraft, U.S. army ground assets and even USN 
warships. 

"What I can do out there at the DMOC is to put together a 
synthetic battlespace, where I can tie all those simulators 
together, where they can see a common enemy, a common air 
picture," Koprucu says. "We can tie them in and do basically 
what is like a Red Flag." 

The simulated exercise is called Virtual Flag, with the 
"battlespace" incorporating "Red Air" enemy fighters - 
sometimes controlled by human operators - and advanced 
surface-to-air threats. Unlike in real-world exercises, there are 
no unrealistic limits on missile fly-out distances. There are 
realistic probabilities of kill, and if one is engaged by a hostile 
surface-to-air missile system, there is a realistic kinematic and 
visual representation of that event. Additionally, the full range 
of electronic warfare and intelligence-gathering capabilities 
can be simulated. 

But an exercise like Virtual Flag goes further than that. It 
can afford the joint forces air component commander 

(JFACC) the opportunity to control large numbers of aircraft 
at the same time, Koprucu says. The goal, Koprucu says, is 
one day to be able to rehearse an entire air war in the virtual 
space. 

As the DMOC grows in capability, U.S. air forces - 
including not only the USAF, but also the USN, USMC and 
U.S. Army - should in theory be able to rehearse an entire 
campaign in simulators. "Really, our objective is to give that 
JFACC confidence that the plan is executable," Koprucu says. 

The USAF and USN are using the virtual battlespace to 
refine the Pentagon's AirSea battle construct, which will 
eventually be used to gain entry into anti-access/area-denial 
environments. 

The USAF is continuing to expand its incorporation of 
live, virtual and constructive capabilities, blending live aircraft 
flying training missions with pilots flying simulators in the 
virtual world, with constructive, computer-generated aircraft 
and weapons systems, where everyone sees each other in a 
single integrated battlespace. 

Additionally, Koprucu says that the USAF must 
seamlessly integrate its fifth-generation Lockheed Martin F-22 
Raptors and F-35s into the DMO network. The major hurdle in 
the case of the Raptor and F-35 is that those aircraft require 
multilevel security built into the network to prevent 
unauthorised eyes from viewing their full capabilities, he says. 

"I want to bring in, for example, our F-22s and other 
assets now, so I'm dependent on finding the technical solutions 
to do that," Koprucu says. "It's going to take a while to get 
there." 

Although the simulation capabilities of the DMO offer 
outstanding tactical training, they do not address the mundane 
tasks of building airmanship skills, one senior USAF 
instructor pilot says. Those lessons can only be learned 
through actual flying in a real aircraft, he adds. 

During a real Red Flag exercise, for example, a flight lead 
for a four-ship of fighters might have to fly though bad 
weather and navigate to where he needs to go in suboptimal 
conditions. The pilot may also have to deal with snags with air 
traffic control and or administrative tasks, which happen as a 
matter of course during a regular flying day. 

It may be necessary to deconflict from other airborne 
traffic or manage safety rules, or deal with issues such as an 
aircraft malfunction or bad radios. Charles cites situations 
where a USN flight lead might have to substitute a different 
pilot or aircraft for a certain task mid-flight as a result of 
unforeseen problems. 

"There is friction in just getting to the fight that is not 
represented in the sim," the senior USAF pilot says. "There are 
pluses to the sim, but I still think that you need to have the 
majority of your training in the air." 

Ultimately, what may happen is that basic aircraft training 
is mostly flown live while high-end large-force exercises are 
mostly flown virtually. 

"I wouldn't be surprised if in the future, we end up doing 
our high-end training in the DMO and we do our basic flying 
manoeuvre training live," Koprucu says. "The capabilities we 
have in the DMO world are just increasing, and that might be 
a natural transition." 
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18. Prowler Sim Leaving To Make Room For Growler 
(NAVY TIMES 03 DEC 12) ... Joshua Stewart 

As the Navy transitions from the Prowler to the new 
Growler, one cornerstone of electronic warfare training will 
disappear before the legacy aircraft: the Prowler simulator. 

The loss of the last high-fidelity simulator at Naval Air 
Station Whidbey Island, Wash., this spring will put a twist in 
the training program for freshly-winged aviators who still 
have to learn how to operate the EA-6B Prowler. But the loss 
will make room for a new EA-18G Growler sim. 

The Navy is halfway through transitioning its Prowler 
squadrons to the Growler, and there isn’t enough space at 
Whidbey for simulators for both aircraft, said Lt. Aaron 
Kakiel, spokesman for Commander Naval Air Forces. 

The last wave of Prowler students at Electronic Attack 
Squadron 129, the fleet replacement squadron for both the 
EA-6Bs and the EA-18Gs, will be without a simulator when 
the equipment is removed in late winter, after the initial stages 
of their training. They’ll finish their curriculum with actual 
flight training and, because the simulator will be gone, they 
will travel to Marine Corps Air Station Cherry Point, N.C., 
and use the Prowler simulator there. 

One admiral was concerned a tight budget may 
discourage the Navy from sending FRS students 2,500 miles 
from Whidbey to Cherry Point, and that some training 
wouldn’t be completed because of cost concerns. 

“Are we, in the climate we are in, going to make sure we 
prioritize the dollars required to send people from Whidbey 
Island all the way to Cherry Point to get training, or are we 
going to take that risk?” asked Rear Adm. Brian Prindle, 

commander of the Naval Safety Center, during a presentation 
at the Tailhook convention in September. “This is an example 
of one area where I think we have a potential risk if we don’t 
make sure people don’t have the opportunity to get that 
training.” Kakiel said the Navy is confident students will be 
fully qualified after the training. 

The Navy will stop production of Prowler aircrews in 
mid-fiscal 2014. There are 13 active-duty reserve electronic 
attack squadrons and one reserve in the Navy, and each has, 
on average, 28 officers and 160 enlisted sailors. Six squadrons 
have transitioned to the Growler while another is halfway 
through the process. 

There are three Growler simulators at Whidbey, and the 
transition to that aircraft, combined with limited floor space, is 
driving the decision to remove the last Prowler simulator and 
replace it with one for the Growler. 

“The Navy is confident this plan provides a safe and cost 
effective way to conduct the remaining simulator events 
required to maintain the capability of its rapidly demising 
number of Navy EA-6B air crew while keeping the EA-18G 
transition on track to complete in FY-15,” Kakiel said in a 
statement. Kakiel said the fleet will still use the sim at Cherry 
Point in limited ways. 

Meanwhile, the fourth Growler sim will be a big addition 
to Whidbey for both FRS students and aviators undergoing 
refresher training, since Growler training relies heavily on 
simulations. 
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19. Navy Adds Search-And-Rescue Unit At Lemoore 
(NAVY TIMES 03 DEC 12) ... Joshua Stewart 

Two F/A-18E Super Hornets collided during a March 
2010 training mission when one plane turned left instead of 
right. One of the Hornets was able to hobble back to Naval Air 
Station Fallon, Nev. 

The other pilot wasn’t so lucky. He ejected at 16,000 feet, 
landed and huddled in his parachute for 90 minutes before 
rescue. He was treated at a local hospital for hypothermia, 
compression fractures in his spine and a knee injury. 

After a series of crashes like this one in the West, the 
Navy has added a new search-and-rescue helicopter unit to 
Naval Air Station Lemoore, Calif. It will provide faster and 
better coverage for distressed aircrews. 

The detachment will provide service to Lemoore — home 
of the Navy’s 15 West Coast strike fighter squadrons — as 
well as air crews operating over the Pacific Ocean, the Sierra 
Nevada and naval air weapons stations China Lake and Fallon. 
“Every day, we send our strike fighters across this vast area of 
operations, and we have done so for the past eight years 
without the local capability of search and rescue,” said Capt. 
Eric Venema, Lemoore’s installation commander. 

The last of three MH-60S Seahawks arrived at Lemoore 
on Nov. 13. They are accompanied by 30 Navy personnel, 
including aircrew, but will be maintained by a contractor. The 
detachment is going by “The Wranglers” and is slated for an 
evaluation on medical capabilities and search-and-rescue 
operations in December. The detachment’s helos were pulled 
from Helicopter Sea Combat Squadrons 4, 6 and 15, all from 

Naval Air Station North Island, Calif. HSC-15 transitioned 
from Helicopter Anti-Submarine Squadron 15 on Nov. 15. 

Besides providing additional coverage in California and 
Nevada, an agreement with a municipal airport in Monterey, 
Calif., will allow squadrons to train farther out in the Pacific, 
in areas previously off limits due to cold water and longer 
rescue times. 

“Before the establishment of this SAR unit, the time to 
rescue exceeded the survival time of the aircrew in the water,” 
Venema said. “Now we have the capability to prestage our 
SAR helicopters at Marina Municipal Airport and our 
squadron commanding officer has the knowledge that, in the 
event of a catastrophe, our SAR aircrews can respond quickly 
and saves the lives of our downed aircrew.” Lemoore has 
trained with local emergency services in preparation for any 
sort of aviation mishap. In one October exercise, a search team 
looked for a downed pilot. The new helicopters participated 
and brought mishap investigators to the scene to evaluate the 
crash. 

According to Naval Safety Center reports, there have 
been at least seven Class A mishaps in this SAR unit’s range 
since 2007. Eight Hornets were involved in those crashes, and 
three aviators died. 

A Class A mishap is the most serious of three types of 
mishaps, and include incidents where there is at least $2 
million in combined aircraft and property damage, a fatality or 
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a destroyed aircraft. Before October 2009, the Navy used a $1 million threshold. 
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20. Navy Issues Draft RFP For Presidential Helo 
(DEFENSE DAILY 27 NOV 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

The Navy has issued a draft request for proposals (RFP) 
for the next presidential helicopter in the latest effort to 
replace the aging fleet of aircraft known under the call sign 
“Marine One.” 

Naval Air Systems Command (NAVAIR) published the 
draft RFP on Friday for the engineering and manufacturing 
development phase of the Presidential Helicopter Replacement 
Program (VXX) with plans to eventually procure 23 of the 
new helicopters, Navy spokeswoman Capt. Cate Mueller said. 

“The scope of the draft RFP is for the engineering and 
manufacturing development (EMD) phase of the program, to 
include three EMD aircraft and four flight test articles, and 
production options to achieve a total inventory of up to 23 
aircraft,” she said in a statement. 

The VXX program is designed to replace the VH-3 Sea 
Kings and smaller VH-60 Whitehawks that have been used by 
the Marine Corps to ferry presidents for decades. Both are 
built by Sikorsky, a division of United Technologies. The final 
RFP is be issued by the end of March, NAVAIR said in the 
draft. 

Several companies are expected to be in the running for 
the contract. Sikorsky will offer its baseline S-92 airframe 
along with partner and systems integrator Lockheed Martin, 
spokesman Frans Jurgens said. 

“Together with our teammate Lockheed Martin, Sikorsky 
will offer a version of our proven S-92 helicopter to deliver 
safe, secure and reliable transportation for the office of the 
president,” Jurgens said. 

Northrop Grumman and AgustaWestland, a unit of 
Finmeccanica, announced a partnership in September that will 
be based on AgustaWesrtland’s AW 101 airframe (Defense 
Daily, Sept. 19, 2012). And Boeing is expected to compete 
with either its H-47 Chinook airframe or the V-22 Osprey it 
currently builds with Bell Helicopter, a Textron company. 

“Boeing is currently reviewing the requirements outlined 
in the Department of Navy’s draft RFP for the Presidential 
Helicopter Replacement Program (VXX) against the 
capabilities and specifications of the H-47 Chinook and V-22 
Osprey,” spokesman Damian Mills said. 

Boeing and Bell are already supplying the tilt-rotor V-22s 
to carry equipment or White House staff for the Marine 
helicopter squadron that flies the president. They are expected 
to enter service this summer, Mills said. 

A previous Marine One replacement program was 
canceled in 2009 by then-Defense Secretary Robert Gates 
after it fell under heavy criticism for anticipated cost overruns 
and delays, ending a process that had begun six years earlier. 
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ACQUISITION REFORM: 
21. DoD Acquisition Reform Pushing Change In People 
(DEFENSE NEWS 26 NOV 12) ... Zachary Fryer-Biggs 

As the U.S. Defense Department digs deeper in its efforts 
to trim the fat in lean fiscal times, acquisition reform is 
confronting a structural problem that cannot be addressed by 
sequestration: an inexperienced acquisition workforce 
confronting increasing demands for complex decision-making 
that champions the bottom line. 

The need for careful judgment, and desperate need for a 
workforce that can exercise that judgment, was on full display 
Nov. 13 when the Pentagon’s draft of Better Buying Power 
2.0 was revealed. The original Better Buying Power 
memorandum contained a series of reforms, including the 
application of lowest price technically acceptable and 
increased use of fixed-price contracting attitudes, when it was 
released in 2010. 

The new version replicated nearly every concept in the 
original, except for the addition of a section on 
professionalism, a nod to the need to improve the ability of the 
acquisition workforce to apply the concepts espoused in the 
first. 

Excessive use of fixed-price contracts, especially for 
development, has been a repeated talking point of Frank 
Kendall, undersecretary for acquisition, technology and 
logistics, in recent months. After years of reducing the 
workforce in the 1990s, the Pentagon has greatly swelled the 
ranks of its acquisition staff. But those people need 

experience, which takes time, Kendall said at the rollout of the 
new memorandum. 

“My view is that, at the end of the day, the 
professionalism and the capability of the workforce and how 
it’s supported, more than anything else, affects acquisition 
outcomes,” he said. “We grow our own people. We grow our 
program managers. We grow our chief engineers. We grow 
our logistic specialists, our private support people. We grow 
our contracting people. And if we have a shortfall on that, then 
we have a very long recovery time to correct it.” 

The fact that the new version of Better Buying Power, 
which has become one of the most critical documents for 
acquisition policy, included few new points but emphasized 
professionalism indicates that many did not understand the 
original, said Steven Grundman, the Lund Fellow at the 
Atlantic Council. 

“I think Better Buying Power 1.0 went over a lot of 
people’s heads,” Grundman said. “I think it went over the 
heads of the workforce, I think it went over the heads of 
people in industry.” 

But in addition, Kendall’s emphasis on Better Buying 
Power was critical to prove its staying power, Grundman said. 

“There was no way that this was going to outlast [Ashton] 
Carter [deputy secretary of defense] if his successor did not 
stand up and say, ‘I’m associated with this, too,’” he said. 
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The focus on the longevity of the reform was on display 
through the planning of the new release. The rollout was 
scheduled for a week after the presidential election, well 
before the outcome was known. The current administration 
was going to promote Better Buying Power whether or not it 
had a chance to see it through the next four years. 

And part of what the new version demonstrates is the 
lessons learned from the past two years, said David Berteau, 
director of the International Security Program and senior vice 
president at the Center for Strategic and International Studies. 

“Rather than trying to clarify what went before, it’s really 
trying to analyze what’s gone on in the last two years,” 
Berteau said. “It’s based on the belief that we’re headed in the 
right direction, but I also think it’s based on the belief that as 
we go, we’ll get smarter and make changes. If it’s not the right 
direction, we’ll modify the direction.” 

One of the modifications that has been made is based on 
analysis showing that issues with technology aren’t the 
primary problem with cost growth. 

“He did say that in almost every case, the root causes of 
cost and schedule overruns were not that we were reaching too 
far technically,” Berteau said. “That’s pretty powerful, 
because usually we say it costs so much because we’re trying 
to do something that’s never been done before.” 

But it’s the change in the workforce that Kendall 
emphasized, and has been discussing repeatedly in preparation 
for the new memorandum. It’s a change in professionalism 
and a change in culture. 

“Dr. Carter, shortly after he rolled out Better Buying 
Power 1.0, was asked a question if he was doing a culture 
change,” Kendall said at a breakfast with the Aerospace 
Industries Association this fall. “I think he said glibly that he 
didn’t do culture change. I kind of wish that he had because I 
think we need one.” 
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CYBER: 
22. A Virtual Battleground For Pentagon’s Cyberwarriors 
CyberCity allows government hackers to train for attacks 
(WASHINGTON POST 27 NOV 12) ... Robert O’Harrow, Jr. 

CyberCity has all the makings of a regular town. There’s 
a bank, a hospital and a power plant. A train station operates 
near a water tower. The coffee shop offers free WiFi. 

But only certain people can get in: government hackers 
preparing for battles in cyberspace. 

The town is a virtual place that exists only on computer 
networks run by a New Jersey-based security firm working 
under contract with the Air Force. Computers simulate 
communications and operations, including e-mail, heating 
systems, a railroad and an online social networking site 
dubbed FaceSpace. 

Think of it as something like the mock desert towns that 
were constructed at military facilities to help American 
soldiers train for the war in Iraq. But here, the soldier-hackers 
from the Air Force and other branches of the military will 
practice attacking and defending the computers and networks 
that run the theoretical town. In one scenario, they will attempt 
to take control of a speeding train containing weapons of mass 
destruction. 

To those who participate in the practice missions, the 
digital activity will look and feel real. The “city” will have 
more than 15,000 “people” who have e-mail accounts, work 
passwords and bank deposits. The power plant has employees. 
The hospital has patients. The coffee shop’s customers will 
come and go, using the insecure WiFi system, just as in real 
life. 

To reinforce the real-world consequences of cyberattacks, 
Cybercyber City will have a tabletop scale model of the town, 
including an electric train, a water tower and a miniature 
traffic light that will show when they have been attacked. 

“It might look to some people like a toy or game,” Ed 
Skoudis, founder of Counter Hack, the security firm in central 
New Jersey that is developing the project, said recently while 
giving a reporter a tour of the fledgling system. “But 
cyberwarriors will learn from it.” 

CyberCity provides insight into some of the Pentagon’s 
closely guarded plans for cyberwar. It also reflects the 
government’s growing fears about the vulnerabilities of the 
computers that run the nation’s critical infrastructure. Last 
month, Defense Secretary Leon E. Panetta said that digital 
attacks “could be as destructive as the terrorist attack on 9/11” 
and virtually paralyze the country. 

“If a crippling cyberattack were launched against our 
nation, the American people must be protected,” he said. “And 
if the commander in chief orders a response, the Defense 
Department must be ready to obey that order and to act.” 

Behind those fears is an unsettling reality: Networks in 
the United States will remain vulnerable to attacks for some 
time to come because no one understands cyberspace well 
enough to ensure security. 

In the four decades since the Internet betious of these, the 
National Cyber Range, was developed by the Defense 
Advanced Research Projects Agency. It has cost about $130 
million since 2008. The agency said seven large-scale 
experiments have been conducted by Pentagon researchers. 

Creating realistic virtual environments is extraordinarily 
challenging. In cyberspace, a global network of networks, 
more than 2 billion people interact with at least 12 billion 
computers and devices, including global positioning systems, 
mobile phones, satellites, data routers, ordinary desktop 
computers and industrial control computers that run power 
plants, water systems and more. 

In many cyber ranges, the simulated Web servers, routers, 
mobile phones and other network devices operate essentially 
as they do in the real world, but they have few if any physical 
components. The virtual devices simply exist as computer 
code. 

Merit Network Inc., a nonprofit technology group in 
Michigan, just launched a cyber range at Eastern Michigan 
University that promises to conduct “live fire” exercises. The 
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Defense Department runs the Information Assurance Range in 
Stafford County, Va. It gives cyberwarriors a safe, closed 
environment to practice intrusions and security testing. 

In Hampshire, England, and Millersville, Md., Northrop 
Grumman runs cyber ranges that allow corporate and 
government clients interaction of billions of people and 
machines online. 

One day this fall, McGarry worked his way through 
menus on his computer at his home office in Arlington, 
making a series of choices, like a kid preparing to play a video 
game. He was setting up a test of a corporate network, using a 
cyber range in a “box.” 

The box, made by his company, Ixia BreakingPoint, is a 
digital powerhouse seven inches high and 19 inches wide that 
strings together the equivalent of 200 computer processors. 
The boxes start at $100,000, and top-of-theline machines go 
for $1.2 million. Customers include the National Security 
Agency, the Defense Department’s Information Assurance 
Range, the DETER project and others. 

With a click of his mouse, McGarry decided there would 
be 2 million “people” communicating on his cyber range. 
With another click, he ordered up much Web browsing and 
directed those computer users to send e-mail and download 
videos. (For verisimilitude, the machine generates some e-
mails by drawing on real-life sources, such as the short stories 
of P.G. Wodehouse.) “How the deuce could Jeeves know 
anything about it?” one passage in a made-up e-mail said. 

The firm says that by connecting multiple boxes, it can 
emulate the network activity of up to 90 million people. 

“Think about how cool that is,” McGarry said. 
To run his test, McGarry employed a digital model of a 

corporation’s network. And he selected some standard hacker 
methods to disable Web sites, steal passwords and find flaws 
that open the way for intrusions. When he hit enter, the 
network came alive and the automated attacks began. 

As a torrent of traffic began flowing on the network. 
McGarry monitored the attacks. Ten minutes into the test, he 
saw that the virtual hackers he had unleased were able to break 
through firewalls and take control of the network. Can the 
hacks be blocked entirely? “The answer is a clear no,” he said. 

“We are growing our abilities to use cyberspace to our 
advantage through training and trials in systems such as cyber 
ranges,” said Maj. Gen. Suzanne Vautrinot, commander of the 
24th Air Force and overseer of the service’s cyber operations. 
“We posture ourselves to move at the ever-changing speed of 
technology. We are able to do this successfully by providing 
operationally relevant ranges for operator training and 
operational test activities.” 

This fall, Skoudis and a small team of hackers built 
CyberCity using the equivalent power of about 50 computers 
— along with servers in a data center south of Washington 
that maintains records for the military and intelligence 
agencies. 

The team also is constructing a “kinetic space” — an old-
fashioned scale model of the town — to allow the 

cyberwarriors see evidence of their attacks. They bought the 
scalemodel buildings, trains and other supplies from a hobby 
shop. With its water tower, train station and low-rise factory 
building, it resembles towns across New Jersey. 

Skoudis stood over the unfinished scale model of 
CyberCity, picked up the train station and grinned. 

“In the future, nearly all military missions will have a 
cyber component,” he said. “Fingers-on-keyboard experience 
is vital.” 

Five cameras will be mounted around the scale models, 
providing streaming video of flashing lights and other 
indicators that the attacks have occurred. Some of the training 
scenarios sound like movie scripts. Skoudis said they are all 
plausible. 

One scenario requires U.S. government hackers to raise a 
railroad drawbridge to prevent a train carrying a weapon of 
mass destruction from entering the city. Another involves a 
hijacked Navy vessel and plotters who have been 
communicating on FaceSpace. The mission of the good guys 
is to hack into FaceSpace and pinpoint the location of the 
hijackers through WiFi. 

Tim Medin, a researcher on the project, recently 
demonstrated a third attack in the offices of Counter Hack. He 
typed commands on his laptop and entered CyberCity. His 
screen showed lines of code and commands. But he may as 
well have been sitting in the fictive city’s coffee shop. He was 
about to attack the hospital, using the shop’s free WiFi system. 

Medin, playing the role of a foreign special forces 
operative, was intent on exploiting several computer systems, 
with the aim of assassinating a VIP at the hospital. In the 
scenario, cyberwarriors would try to prevent that by gaining 
control of the network and blocking the attacks. 

Foreign intelligence operatives had been following a 
senior hospital doctor online and in person to prepare for the 
assault. The attack began when the doctor “entered” his 
favorite coffee shop and typed his user name and password 
into the hospital network. Because the WiFi system was open 
and unprotected, Medin was able to record the password and 
used it to get into the hospital’s electronic medical records 
system. Then he launched a ready-made attack — called an 
SQL Injection — that gave him control of the in-house Web-
based prescription system. 

Medin discovered that the target was highly allergic to a 
certain medication. Medin inserted the lethal drug into the 
target’s daily prescriptions. He said vulnerable software in the 
health-care industry makes such cyberattacks possible. 

“It’s too insecure,” he said. 
About the series This is the sixth in an occasional series 

of articles that examine cyberspace and the attacks that occur 
every hour in the digital universe. The articles aim to provide 
context for debates in Congress over cyberspace legislation, 
efforts at the Pentagon to prepare for cyberwar and the 
measures corporations are taking to defend themselves. 
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TECHNOLOGY: 
23. Navy, Marine Corps Achieve IT Savings Ahead Of Target Date 
(FEDERAL TIMES 26 NOV 12) ... Nicole Blake Johnson 

The Navy and Marine Corps has achieved more than $100 
million in information technology savings in the last year, 
according to Department of Navy Chief Information Officer 
Terry Halvorsen. 

The savings come from consolidating IT business systems 
and data centers, increasing use of enterprise software licenses 
and reducing printing and mobile device costs, Halvorsen told 
reporters Monday. 

The services were directed by Navy Undersecretary 
Robert Work to cut their combined $7.8 billion IT budget by 
25 percent, or roughly $2 billion, by 2017. Halvorsen said the 
services are on track to reach that savings goal. 

“We … have already taken $2 billion out of our business 
IT” through 2017, Halvorsen said. “We have to put in place a 
business IT operating system that’s going to cost the money 
we have left or it will end up coming out of mission money 
and we certainly don’t want that to happen.” 

Savings include: 

 $30 million in costs for mobile devices, including 
tablet computers, BlackBerrys and other 
smartphones. Some commands have reduced costs by 
sharing minutes and purchasing fewer devices. 
Halvorsen said earlier this year that when 
emergencies require the services to buy new 
cellphones, they should use minutes that have already 
been purchased rather than buying new calling plans. 
As the number of minutes and cellphones are 
reduced, so will be the number of contractors needed 
to provide those services. 

 $35 million in software costs by using 
departmentwide software licenses from companies 
such as Microsoft, as opposed to buying individual 
software licenses. 

 $41 million in printing costs, including reducing the 
number of stand-alone printers and the amount of 
printing. Once these efforts are expanded across both 
services, savings are expected to exceed $200 million 
over five years. 

Halvorsen said these numbers do not include cost 
avoidance and are actual savings that have been redirected to 
support the mission or gone back into Treasury Department 
coffers. 

Savings from data center consolidations are harder to 
measure. The number of data centers has been a moving target 
as the definition evolves, and there isn’t a line item to easily 
track the cost and savings when data center equipment, 
systems and ultimately facilities are shut down, Halvorsen 
said. 

Combined, the services have between 140 and 160 data 
centers. 

He said the Marine Corps has closed four or five centers 
and the Navy, one or two. By 2017, the goal is to have fewer 
than 25 data centers across the services. 

Halvorsen said the services have adjusted terms in their 
financial systems to clarify data center funds and better track 
costs and savings. Doing so will help meet a 2017 deadline for 
the Pentagon to become fully auditable, he said. 
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24. Pentagon: A Human Will Always Decide When A Robot Kills You 
(DANGER ROOM (WIRED) 26 NOV 12) ... Spencer Ackerman 

The Pentagon wants to make perfectly clear that every 
time one of its flying robots releases its lethal payload, it’s the 
result of a decision made by an accountable human being in a 
lawful chain of command. Human rights groups and nervous 
citizens fear that technological advances in autonomy will 
slowly lead to the day when robots make that critical decision 
for themselves. But according to a new policy directive issued 
by a top Pentagon official, there shall be no SkyNet, thank you 
very much. 

Here’s what happened while you were preparing for 
Thanksgiving: Deputy Defense Secretary Ashton Carter 
signed, on November 21, a series of instructions to “minimize 
the probability and consequences of failures” in autonomous 
or semi-autonomous armed robots “that could lead to 
unintended engagements,” starting at the design stage (.pdf, 
thanks to Cryptome.org). Translated from the bureaucrat, the 
Pentagon wants to make sure that there isn’t a circumstance 
when one of the military’s many Predators, Reapers, drone-
like missiles or other deadly robots effectively automatizes the 
decision to harm a human being. 

The hardware and software controlling a deadly robot 
needs to come equipped with “safeties, anti-tamper 
mechanisms, and information assurance.” The design has got 
to have proper “human-machine interfaces and controls.” And, 

above all, it has to operate “consistent with commander and 
operator intentions and, if unable to do so, terminate 
engagements or seek additional human operator input before 
continuing the engagement.” If not, the Pentagon isn’t going 
to buy it or use it. 

It’s reasonable to worry that advancements in robot 
autonomy are going to slowly push flesh-and-blood troops out 
of the role of deciding who to kill. To be sure, military 
autonomous systems aren’t nearly there yet. No Predator, for 
instance, can fire its Hellfire missile without a human 
directing it. But the military is wading its toe into murkier 
ethical and operational waters: The Navy’s experimental X-
47B prototype will soon be able to land on an aircraft carrier 
with the barest of human directions. That’s still a long way 
from deciding on its own to release its weapons. But this is 
how a very deadly slope can slip. 

It’s that sort of thing that worries Human Rights Watch, 
for instance. Last week, the organization, among the most 
influential non-governmental institutions in the world, issued a 
report warning that new developments in drone autonomy 
represented the demise of established “legal and non-legal 
checks on the killing of civilians.” Its solution: “prohibit the 
“development, production, and use of fully autonomous 
weapons through an international legally binding instrument.” 
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Laudable impulse, wrong solution, writes Matthew 
Waxman. A former Defense Department official for detainee 
policy, Waxman and co-author Kenneth Anderson observe 
that technological advancements in robotic weapons autonomy 
is far from predictable, and the definition of “autonomy” is 
murky enough to make it unwise to tell the world that it has to 
curtail those advancements at an arbitrary point. Better, they 
write, for the U.S. to start an international conversation about 
how much autonomy on a killer robot is appropriate, so as to 
“embed evolving internal state standards into incrementally 
advancing automation.” 

Waxman and Anderson should be pleased with Carter’s 
memo, since those standards are exactly what Carter wants the 
Pentagon to bake into its next drone arsenal. Before the 
Pentagon agrees to develop or buy new autonomous or 
somewhat autonomous weapons, a team of senior Pentagon 
officials and military officers will have to certify that the 
design itself “incorporates the necessary capabilities to allow 
commanders and operators to exercise appropriate levels of 
human judgment in the use of force.” The machines and their 
software need to provide reliability assurances and failsafes to 
make sure that’s how they work in practice, too. And anyone 
operating any such deadly robot needs sufficient certification 
in both the system they’re using and the rule of law. The 
phrase “appropriate levels of human judgment” is frequently 

repeated, to make sure everyone gets the idea. (Now for the 
lawyers to argue about the meaning of “appropriate.”) 

So much for SkyNet. But Carter’s directive blesses the 
forward march of autonomy in most everything military robots 
do that can’t kill you. It “[d]oes not apply to autonomous or 
semi-autonomous cyberspace systems for cyberspace 
operations; unarmed, unmanned platforms; unguided 
munitions; munitions manually guided by the operator (e.g., 
laser- or wire-guided munitions); mines; or unexploded 
explosive ordnance,” Carter writes. 

So in other words, the Pentagon doesn’t have to build 
similar safeguards when developing, perhaps, a worm released 
into the wild that disrupts the industrial controls on a 
centrifuge system is fine. (SkyNet no; Stuxnet yes?) Nor when 
the Navy’s carrier drones one day decide to snoop on vast 
swaths of ocean, with cameras even more powerful than the 
existing ones that can spy on 36 square miles in the blink of an 
eye and recording the equivalent of 80 years’ worth of video 
in a single day. Nor when apiece of code starts collecting the 
computer usage history of a Defense Department employee 
suspected of being the next Bradley Manning. While 
everyone’s worried about preventing the Rise of the Machines, 
the machines are getting a pass to spy on you, under their own 
power. 
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PERSONNEL: 
25. Social Worker Helps Deployed Sailors 'Stop And Breathe' 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 27 NOV 12) ... Mike Hixenbaugh 

About four months after leaving Norfolk Naval Station 
aboard the amphibious assault ship Iwo Jima last spring, Lt. 
Jennifer Ayers noticed a growing number of stressed-out 
Sailors showing up at her door. 

So she started a weekly yoga class and invited troubled 
crew members to take deep breaths, clear their minds and 
stretch their muscles. 

Ayers is the first clinical social worker to join an 
amphibious warship on deployment, part of the Navy's efforts 
to help Sailors cope with more frequent deployments and 
longer stints at sea. 

Her job is to help young Sailors and Marines deal with 
stressful life changes, anxiety and disappointments. She 
thought she might see a surge of new patients after the ship 
and two others in its strike group were ordered to extend their 
deployments indefinitely just days before they were due back 
in Norfolk. 

"I was honestly expecting an uptick in business," Ayers 
said in a phone interview last week, days after the ships were 
ordered to reverse course just as they were beginning their 
return journey across the Atlantic Ocean. But, to Ayers' 
surprise, that hasn't happened. 

The Iwo Jima and amphibious ships New York and 
Gunston Hall were instructed to remain on standby in the 
eastern Mediterranean as conflict raged between Israel and 
Palestinians in Gaza. Despite a cease-fire in hostilities, no 
return date has been announced. 

"I haven't seen a spike," she said. "The mood on the ship 
has been very supportive and eager to serve." 

Sailors and Marines have met with Ayers for personal 
problems, including depression, suicidal thoughts, workplace 
anxiety and family issues. She provides counseling for the 
three ships, which deployed together. 

Aircraft carriers come staffed with clinical psychologists 
and a support team, but smaller amphibious ships have always 
had to ask for assistance or send Sailors ashore for mental-
health issues. 

Ayers estimates she has treated more than 50 Sailors and 
Marines who otherwise would have needed to be flown off the 
ship for care. 

"We have very young Sailors and Marines, most between 
the ages of 18 and 24, and it takes us a while to kind of learn 
how to deal with life," Ayers said. "We talk through 
relationships and difficulties they're having in the workplace 
and common problems that come up when you're away from 
family.... I provide insight on how to manage stress." 

With some 2,400 Marines and 2,000 Sailors attached to 
the amphibious ready group, Ayers said she has felt stretched 
thin at times. 

Her yoga-at-sea sessions helped her comfort several crew 
members at once. Ayers also benefited, she said. 

"Sometimes you just have to stop and breathe," she said. 
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WOUNDED WARRIORS: 
26. Touch, Sound And Light Help Heal Inner Wounds 
Veteran turns to innovative therapy to relieve PTSD 
(MILITARY TIMES 26 NOV 12) ... Bethany Crudele 

Master Sgt. Christopher Stowe knows the smell of death, 
and he knows what it feels like to have the weight of a fellow 
Marine’s severed limb in his hands. 

The explosive ordnance disposal technician, attached to 
EOD Company, 8th Engineer Support Battalion, at Camp 
Lejeune, N.C., said he began to struggle with the realities of 
war after a particularly difficult deployment to Iraq in 2006. 

“It was the first time I had to shoot somebody,” Stowe 
said. “It ended up being a 15-year-old boy that had placed an 
improvised explosive device and he had a grenade in his hand. 
My oldest son at the time was 13.” 

After the deployment, Stowe was diagnosed with 
moderate to severe post-traumatic stress disorder. In 2008, he 
was also diagnosed with traumatic brain injury. But against his 
doctor’s advice, Stowe continued to deploy. 

By 2012, after six deployments to Iraq and Afghanistan, 
he was in a very dark place. 

“A pencil would roll off the table and I would jump into a 
tirade,” Stowe said. 

Fearful that his symptoms might drive him to make a 
career-ending mistake, Stowe talked things over with his wife 
and then sought professional treatment this year. 

Now he credits the innovative therapy he received at 
Naval Hospital Camp Lejeune, called Eye Movement 
Desensitization and Reprocessing, for saving his marriage and 
his career. 

EMDR helps stimulate the brain through eye movement, 
vibrations and tones. Since 2008, the Lejeune hospital has 
used the technique to treat 200 patients suffering from post-
traumatic stress disorder, and officials there said they expect 
even more medical providers to receive EMDR certification in 
the coming months. 

But despite its rise in popularity within the medical 
community, Stowe said many Marines are still unaware of the 
treatment, which he believes provides a better alternative to 
the antidepressants and anti-anxiety medications commonly 
prescribed. 

Before arriving for treatment, Stowe had a different way 
of coping. 

“I self-medicated by deployment,” he said. “I just rolled 
back into a deployment cycle and kept doing that through 
2011,” he said. 

Stowe said he managed to keep it together for a while but 
entered a downward spiral following the death of his close 
friend, Master Sgt. Adam Benjamin. 

They were stationed at Lejeune in 2009. When their 
forward-deployed company in Afghanistan needed a combat 
replacement, Benjamin went. 

He was killed during that deployment. 
Despite the emotional and mental anguish, Stowe decided 

to redeploy to Afghanistan in 2011 and served as a regimental 
platoon sergeant. 

“I had six guys lose their legs and two guys get killed. 
That’s probably when my mental health fell off the table,” he 
said. 

Once he returned home this year, his quality of life was 
“horrible,” he said. In addition to panic attacks, insomnia and 
loss of appetite, he was extremely irritable around his wife and 
four children. 

When Stowe finally arrived at the hospital, he was treated 
by David Hagedorn, a psychologist and neuroscientist with a 
doctorate in clinical psychology, who credits the therapy for 
helping to eliminate the stigma associated with psychotherapy. 

“A lot of service members are not crazy about going to 
see a shrink,” he said. “This looks more like you went to see 
an engineer because of the neuroscience technology.” 

EMDR therapy, recognized by the Defense Department as 
an evidence-based treatment for PTSD, includes image 
exposure, desensitization, cognitive processing, assessment, 
psychoeducation and coping strategies, according to the Naval 
Center for Combat & Operational Stress Control. 

During each session, patients are asked to recall a 
traumatic event and identify the positive and negative feelings 
associated with the event. Repetitive exercises including 
bilateral eye movements, with simultaneous bilateral sounds 
through headphones and tapping sensations in the palms, are 
provided to stimulate both hemispheres of the brain. 

The most common task is side-to-side eye movements, 
allowing the patient to focus on the provider’s moving finger 
or a light bar. The exercises are conducted for each traumatic 
event until the patient reassesses or recalibrates his level of 
emotional distress. 

Therapy Is ‘A Mystery’ 
According to the Navy’s Bureau of Medicine and 

Surgery, there is no definitive evidence to explain how EMDR 
therapy works. 

EMDR’s founder, Francine Shapiro, who has a doctorate 
in psychology, argues that “unprocessed experiences become 
the basis of current dysfunctional reactions and are the cause 
of many mental disorders. … EMDR successfully alleviates 
mental disorders by processing the components of the 
distressing memory,” according to the EMDR Institute’s 
website. 

“Even as a neuroscientist, some of the reasons it works 
are a mystery, but it’s quite clear it’s been effective,” 
Hagedorn said. 

Recalling difficult memories, though emotionally and 
mentally painful, is worth it, Stowe said. 

“It’s extremely stressful. I can remember being in those 
sessions and smelling blood, smelling explosives and the 
weight of a person’s body part. All of those things [felt] like 
they had happened right then and there,” Stowe said. 

His treatment plan included meditative breathing 
techniques and biofeedback, and Stowe said he liked being 
able to see the patterns of his brain waves during some of the 
sessions because he felt like the results were tangible and 
under his control. 

“I could see on a screen that my [brain] waves had 
changed from a spiked nonpattern to a wavelength pattern, 
which is where it’s supposed to be. I felt calm and I felt at 
peace,” he said. Practitioners “use brain wave mapping and an 
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active [electroencephalogram] to see where your brain wave 
patterns are. They use breathing therapy to bring your stress 
levels down.” 

After five months of treatment, Stowe completed his 
EMDR therapy sessions in early November, and he was 
recently selected for master gunnery sergeant. The therapy 
process has helped him identify and learn to deal with triggers 
that used to set him off, he said, adding that he’s become a 
better husband, father and Marine because of EMDR. 

“It was [about] learning how to get resolution with all 
those events, to move past them — not forget about them or 
make them any less impactful in my mind or in my life — but 
learning how, in a healthy way, I can deal with that loss and 
pain,” Stowe said. “I have a healthier response to adversity. I 

have what I consider a very healthy, productive outlook on 
life, and it’s directly because of EMDR [therapy].” 

Though Stowe said he actively sought out EMDR once he 
realized he needed help, Hagedorn said it’s not unusual for 
patients to walk into his office with a sense of skepticism. He 
encourages service members to approach their mental health 
the same way they would approach physical fitness. 

“If you want a 300 on your [physical training] test and 
your triceps are weak, you work on your triceps,” he said. “If 
you have a slow run time, you work on your run. If you have 
trouble with insomnia and lack of focus, we can help that. If 
it’s PTSD that’s holding you back, then we focus on reducing 
the symptoms of PTSD.” 
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27. Learning To Accept, And Master, A $110,000 Mechanical Arm 
(NEW YORK TIMES 27 NOV 12) ... James Dao 

SAN ANTONIO — After the explosion, Cpl. Sebastian 
Gallegos awoke to see the October sun glinting through the 
water, an image so lovely he thought he was dreaming. Then 
something caught his eye, yanking him back to grim 
awareness: an arm, bobbing near the surface, a black hair tie 
wrapped around its wrist. 

The elastic tie was a memento of his wife, a dime-store 
amulet that he wore on every patrol in Afghanistan. Now, 
from the depths of his mental fog, he watched it float by like 
driftwood on a lazy current, attached to an arm that was no 
longer quite attached to him. 

He had been blown up, and was drowning at the bottom 
of an irrigation ditch. 

Two years later, the corporal finds himself tethered to a 
different kind of limb, a $110,000 robotic device with an 
electronic motor and sensors able to read signals from his 
brain. He is in the office of his occupational therapist, lifting 
and lowering a sponge while monitoring a computer screen as 
it tracks nerve signals in his shoulder. 

Close hand, raise elbow, he says to himself. The 
mechanical arm rises, but the claw-like hand opens, dropping 
the sponge. Try again, the therapist instructs. Same result. 
Again. Tiny gears whir, and his brow wrinkles with the mental 
effort. The elbow rises, and this time the hand remains closed. 
He breathes. 

Success. 
“As a baby, you can hold onto a finger,” the corporal said. 

“I have to relearn.” 
It is no small task. Of the more than 1,570 American 

service members who have had arms, legs, feet or hands 
amputated because of injuries in Afghanistan or Iraq, fewer 
than 280 have lost upper limbs. Their struggles to use 
prosthetic limbs are in many ways far greater than for their 
lower-limb brethren. 

Among orthopedists, there is a saying: legs may be 
stronger, but arms and hands are smarter. With myriad bones, 
joints and ranges of motion, the upper limbs are among the 
body’s most complex tools. Replicating their actions with 
robotic arms can be excruciatingly difficult, requiring 
amputees to understand the distinct muscle contractions 
involved in movements they once did without thinking. 

To bend the elbow, for instance, requires thinking about 
contracting a biceps, though the muscle no longer exists. But 

the thought still sends a nerve signal that can tell a prosthetic 
arm to flex. Every action, from grabbing a cup to turning the 
pages of a book, requires some such exercise in the brain. 

“There are a lot of mental gymnastics with upper limb 
prostheses,” said Lisa Smurr Walters, an occupational 
therapist who works with Corporal Gallegos at the Center for 
the Intrepid at Brooke Army Medical Center in San Antonio. 

The complexity of the upper limbs, though, is just part of 
the problem. While prosthetic leg technology has advanced 
rapidly in the past decade, prosthetic arms have been slow to 
catch up. Many amputees still use body-powered hooks. And 
the most common electronic arms, pioneered by the Soviet 
Union in the 1950s, have improved with lighter materials and 
microprocessors but are still difficult to control. 

Upper limb amputees must also cope with the critical loss 
of sensation. Touch — the ability to differentiate baby skin 
from sandpaper or to calibrate between gripping a hammer and 
clasping a hand — no longer exists. 

For all those reasons, nearly half of upper limb amputees 
choose not to use prostheses, functioning instead with one 
good arm. By contrast, almost all lower limb amputees use 
prosthetic legs. 

But Corporal Gallegos, 23, is part of a small vanguard of 
military amputees who are benefiting from new advances in 
upper limb technology. Earlier this year, he received a 
pioneering surgery known as targeted muscle reinnervation 
that amplifies the tiny nerve signals that control the arm. In 
effect, the surgery creates additional “sockets” into which 
electrodes from a prosthetic limb can connect. 

More sockets reading stronger signals will make 
controlling his prosthesis more intuitive, said Dr. Todd Kuiken 
of the Rehabilitation Institute of Chicago, who developed the 
procedure. Rather than having to think about contracting both 
the triceps and biceps just to make a fist, the corporal will be 
able to simply think, close hand, and the proper nerves should 
fire automatically. 

In the coming years, new technology will allow amputees 
to feel with their prostheses or use pattern-recognition 
software to move their devices even more intuitively, Dr. 
Kuiken said. And a new arm under development by the 
Pentagon, the DEKA Arm, is far more dexterous than any 
currently available. 
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But for Corporal Gallegos, becoming proficient on his 
prosthesis after reinnervation surgery remains a challenge, 
likely to take months more of tedious practice. For that reason, 
only the most motivated amputees — super users, they are 
called — are allowed to undergo the surgery. 

Corporal Gallegos was not always that person. 
His father, an Army veteran, did not want him to join the 

infantry, but it was like him to ignore the advice. 
Corporal Gallegos grew up in Texas, raised in poverty 

primarily by his divorced mother. He was smart, ambitious 
and a bit of a know-it-all, said his wife, Tracie, who attended 
high school with him. A college scholarship seemed assured. 

But the idea of military service called louder. “I felt I was 
too immature to go to school and be some brat in college,” he 
said. The Marine Corps seemed the perfect challenge. 

He loved the corps, and the corps seemed to love him. 
Before deploying in 2010, he was made the leader of a three-
man fire team and was sent to learn basic Pashto, the language 
of Afghanistan’s largest ethnic group. 

His unit, Lima Company of the Third Battalion, Fifth 
Marines out of Camp Pendleton, arrived in Helmand Province 
that September and immediately faced some of the toughest 
fighting of the war, losing 25 men in seven months, most from 
improvised explosive devices. 

In October, Corporal Gallegos was walking second in a 
patrol through the Sangin district when he stepped into an 
irrigation canal, heard a boom and blacked out. When he 
awoke, he found himself anchored to the bottom by his body 
armor and weaponry. He tried to pull himself out with his 
right arm, not realizing it had been virtually severed just below 
the shoulder. 

On an evacuation helicopter, the corporal glimpsed his 
intact arm wrapped in bandages, giving him hope that doctors 
could reattach it. 

That hope was dashed at Brooke Army Medical Center, 
where he began the long process of recovery. His attitude, he 
admits now, was negative, influenced by another Marine who 
rarely used his prosthetic arm because it was so 
uncomfortable. 

But then Corporal Gallegos met an Air Force amputee 
who was among the first at Brooke to receive targeted muscle 
reinnervation surgery. The airman warned him that 
rehabilitation would be frustrating and painful, but that the 
payoff would be huge. 

“You wouldn’t notice, unless you were looking right at 
him, that he was missing his arm,” Corporal Gallegos said. “I 
was like, ‘I want to be better than him.’ ” 

First, though, he had to learn to cope with phantom-limb 
pain. A pulsing sensation like having a tourniquet applied to 
the arm, the pain was sometimes powerful enough to keep the 
strapping corporal in bed, leaving him unable to concentrate or 
converse. 

“He’s in constant pain,” said Ms. Gallegos, who is in 
nursing school. “But he just won’t complain, because he 
doesn’t want people to ask, ‘Are you O.K.?’ That question 
really bugs him.” 

Over time, medication and surgeries dampened the pain 
enough that he could throw himself into practicing on a 
robotic arm. The device, he found, was a brain teaser, 
frustrating his efforts to make it obey. More than once, he 
threatened to throw it out the window. 

To motivate himself in those moments, he thought about 
his Marine Corps friends. Eventually he had a skin-tone 
silicone sleeve for his prosthetic arm engraved with the names 
of all 10 Marines from Lima Company who died in Sangin. 
Now, when he needs a lift, he looks at the arm — in the very 
place he once wore his wife’s hair tie — and recites their 
names like a personal prayer. 

As he began wearing mechanical arms longer each day, 
his prosthetist, Ryan Blanck, decided that he might be ready 
for targeted reinnervation surgery. The procedure works off 
the natural ability of muscles to amplify nerve signals. By 
rerouting nerves into healthy muscle and reshaping the tissue 
to bring it closer to sensors in the prosthesis, the procedure 
strengthens the brain’s signals, and hence its ability to control 
the machine. 

Wearing the same type of prosthetic arm he had used 
before, Corporal Gallegos noticed the difference almost 
immediately. No longer did he have to think so hard about 
contracting various muscles: when he wanted the arm to 
move, it did, faster and more fluidly. 

That did not mean, however, that it behaved as he wanted. 
He still has problems with “cross talk,” where certain nerves 
dominate over others. If a wrist nerve dominates, for instance, 
a patient may have to think about bending the wrist to make 
the hand close. But with repeated use, the nerves sort 
themselves out and the need for trickery fades, Dr. Kuiken 
said. 

For all his gains with the prosthesis, Corporal Gallegos 
has not overcome the embarrassment he feels when wearing 
his robotic arm in public. Once the hand fell off in a crowded 
restaurant, eliciting gasps from a nearby child. In darkened 
movie theaters, the Terminator-like sounds his arm makes 
draw startled whispers. And to this day, he will not wear short-
sleeve shirts to restaurants. 

“Even if it is 75 degrees out, I’ll wear a jacket just to 
avoid getting stared at,” he said. 

For a year after nearly drowning in Afghanistan, Corporal 
Gallegos could not go near water, any water, even the River 
Walk, a restaurant-lined path along the San Antonio River. 
But a therapist pushed him to overcome his anxiety, first by 
swimming, then kayaking, then surfing. 

Ben Kvanli, a former Olympian who runs a kayaking 
program for disabled troops, said Corporal Gallegos was an 
ambivalent paddler at first. But his technique was good, partly 
because the prosthesis forced him to use his core muscles 
more. And he was fast. 

Fast enough, indeed, that Mr. Kvanli is encouraging him 
to try out for the national Paralympic team next year. 

“Independence is a big part of this,” Mr. Kvanli said. “He 
is proving something.” 

Fiercely self-reliant from childhood, Corporal Gallegos 
has struggled with losing independence after losing his arm. 
Suddenly, he had to ask for help with buttons, zippers and 
shoelaces. And he loathes asking for help. 

There are holes in his living room wall that testify to his 
failed attempts to hang things using his prosthetic arm. And he 
still cringes at the memory of barking orders at his wife while 
she assembled a living-room furniture set that he could not 
assemble himself. “Stuff is a lot more complicated,” he said. 
“I’m still figuring out what my norm’s going to be, just on a 
day-to-day basis.” 
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For that reason, he no longer makes big plans for the 
future, as he once did. Keep it simple, he tells himself: Get out 
of the Marine Corps. Go to college. Learn how to tie his 
shoelaces with a robotic hand. 

And maybe, just maybe, become a Paralympian. 
So there he was one recent afternoon, kayaking down the 

sun-dappled San Marcos River, using the wrong prosthesis 
because he had broken his kayaking limb while surfing. 
Normally he is at the front of the pack, but today his arm kept 
slipping off and he seemed in pain as he struggled just to keep 
up. 

Yet he said nothing that could be heard as a complaint. 
And at the end of the six-hour trip, he went over the 14-foot 
Graduation Falls, the first time he had done so in a boat. After 
dropping vertically into the frothing water, his kayak 
momentarily disappeared beneath the surface before popping 
out like a cork. 

Eyes smiling below the brim of his helmet, Corporal 
Gallegos paddled to shore, hefted his boat onto his good 
shoulder and started the trudge upstream. 

He did not ask for help. 
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COMMENTARY: 
28. Gaza’s Cease-Fire Is A Test For Five Leaders 
(WASHINGTON POST 27 NOV 12) ... Walter Pincus 

The diplomatic activities under the current Gaza cease-
fire will test whether a quintet of leaders — each with his own 
domestic critics — can find a peaceful rather than a military 
solution to solve the Palestinian situation. 

The cease-fire language was direct but ambiguous: 
“Israel should stop all hostilities in the Gaza Strip by land, 

sea and air, including incursions and targeting of individuals.” 
Does that mean no Israeli drones over Gaza? 
“All Palestinian factions shall stop all hostilities from the 

Gaza Strip against Israel including rocket attacks and all 
attacks along the border.” 

Is Hamas responsible for all jihadist actions against Israel 
from Gaza, such as the recent Tel Aviv bus bombing? 

“Opening the crossings and facilitating the movements of 
people and transfer of goods and refraining from restricting 
residents’ free movements and targeting residents in border 
areas and procedures of implementation shall be dealt with 
after 24 hours from the start of the cease-fire.” 

Does this end threats by Israeli soldiers to Palestinians 
who approach within the previous 300-meter-wide security 
zone on the Gaza side of the fence? 

Both Ismail Haniyeh, the Hamas prime minister of Gaza, 
and Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu have already 
been criticized at home for settling on those terms. 

Haniyeh faced criticism because there was no significant 
relief from Israel’s sea blockade, and the main land crossings 
from Gaza through Israel to the West Bank are still under 
Israel’s control. In addition, Haniyeh has not gotten Egypt to 
ease the controls it imposed at its southern Rafah crossing into 
Gaza to prevent the open smuggling of arms to Hamas. 

Netanyahu has taken heat at home for initially backing 
down, not just from his threat to invade but also from his 90-
day deadline for the cease-fire to lead to a more permanent 
agreement. 

In a bid to satisfy his critics as he announced acceptance 
of the cease-fire, Netanyahu said: “I realize that there are 
citizens who expect a harsher military action, and we may 
very well need to do that. But at present, the right thing for the 
State of Israel is to exhaust this possibility of reaching a 
longterm cease-fire.” But critics remain. “One central issue 
was absent from the assurances given by Netanyahu and 
[Defense Minister Ehud] Barak: stopping the flow of weapons 
into Gaza,” said Aryeh Eldad, who represents the Power to 
Israel party in the Knesset. While Lt. Gen. Benny Gantz, chief 

of staff for the Israel Defense Forces, said Thursday that Israel 
will continue operations to stop weapons-smuggling into 
Gaza, it’s unclear whether Israeli drones can operate over 
Gaza under the cease-fire agreement. 

Since neither Israel nor the United States talks officially 
to Hamas, all cease-fire negotiations went through the 
Egyptians, putting Egypt’s President Mohamed Morsi in the 
middle of an international issue while he faces serious 
problems at home. 

The agreement states: “Egypt shall receive assurances 
from each party that the party commits to what was agreed 
upon,” and “Each party shall commit itself not to perform any 
acts that would breach this understanding. In case of any 
observations, Egypt, as the sponsor of this understanding, shall 
be informed to follow up.” 

Morsi, a member of the Muslim Brotherhood, which 
opposed the 1979 peace treaty between Egypt and Israel, has 
been criticized by Palestinians for not opening up the Rafah 
crossing. He must deal with Hamas officials who want to 
rebuild their arms stockpile, including Iranian-made Fajr-5 
missiles that showed they could reach Tel Aviv and Jerusalem. 

Morsi’s claim at home last week that the judiciary could 
not overrule his proclamations has led to protests against the 
Egyptian leader. His international activities, critics say, have 
interfered with his domestic duties. Some also say his cease-
fire work is a cover for his assumption of dictatorial powers. 

President Obama faces a different dilemma. He depends 
on Morsi to carry out dealings with Hamas, which the United 
States has labeled a terrorist organization, although the White 
House is under pressure to take a strong stand against Morsi’s 
claim to extrajudicial powers. In addition, Obama’s indirect 
dealings with Hamas have undercut Palestinian President 
Mahmoud Abbas, whom Washington has been building up. 
Yet the United States has opposed Abbas’s primary diplomatic 
initiative, a U.N. General Assembly resolution that would 
have a Palestinian land recognized as a U.N. nonmember, 
observer state. 

Abbas is the last leader in this unusual quintet. In the 
wake of the Gaza cease-fire, he has lost standing within the 
West Bank and internationally in the internal battle over 
Palestinian leadership. The question is whether he will regain 
some stature this week when the U.N. vote is scheduled. The 
expected approval would be a step toward statehood, as well 
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as a gesture toward the 1967 borders and an opportunity for 
the Palestinians to join U.N. organizations. 

On Monday, in a surprise move, Hamas reversed course 
and announced support for the Abbas proposal. This change 
came out of a phone call between Abbas and Khaled Meshal, 
the Hamas political chief, who is in exile in Damascus. 
Whether this means the two Palestinian leaders will reconcile 
may be determined soon. Meshal intends to visit Gaza on Dec. 

5, and Abbas told a West Bank audience on Sunday that he 
wants to work on unity efforts. 

Each leader will face domestic opposition if he reaches 
compromises unacceptable to some of his constituents. If the 
leaders fail and fighting resumes, the results could be much 
worse than the eight days of rockets, missiles and bombs that 
left hundreds dead or wounded. 

After 64 years, people on the ground, Arab and Israeli, 
deserve a peaceful resolution. 
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29. Iran Already Looms Over Obama's New Term 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 27 NOV 12) ... Gerald F. Seib 

It didn't take long for the specter of Iran to rise up and 
hover over the preparations for President Barack Obama's 
second term. 

It might not be obvious that this is what happened last 
week, when fighting erupted in and around the Gaza Strip, but 
Iran figured in every element of the crisis. 

Iran provided Hamas with the long-range missiles that 
made its confrontation with Israel so serious, and it egged on 
both Hamas' leaders and the more radical Palestinian splinter 
groups that actually launched many of the rockets that 
precipitated Israel's military response. 

Iran also was undoubtedly pleased to see Israel tied down 
with a crisis on its western border, diverting attention from its 
concerns about Iran's nuclear program to the east. Iran likely 
was just as pleased to see attention diverted from the brutality 
being committed by its ally in Syria, where hundreds of its 
opposition foes were killed while the world was distracted. 

Moreover, Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
may well have agreed to an Egyptian and American cease-fire 
plan mostly to preserve military flexibility and international 
goodwill for his efforts to halt Iran's nuclear program. 

"Iranian soft power in the Middle East tends to peak 
during times of tumult and carnage, which it can attribute to 
U.S. or to Israeli actions," says Karim Sadjadpour, an Iran 
analyst at the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace. 

So, you might ask, what does all this have to do with the 
arc of President Obama's second term? 

Simple. It shows how hard it will be for the president to 
ignore the many problems Iran creates to focus on the rest of 
what he'd like to get done in the four years ahead. 

In the three weeks since the election, it's become easier to 
define the agenda President Obama would like to pursue. 

At home, he will try to accomplish three big tasks: fix the 
country's fiscal mess, launch an overhaul of the immigration 
system and start (modestly) trying to do more about climate 
change. 

Fixing the budget happens to be essential for America's 
strength abroad as well as at home. "The first year still needs 
to be largely concerned with the budget," says Richard Haass, 
president of the Council on Foreign Relations, who is 
finishing a book on how America's foreign policy should start 
by solidifying the home front. "Putting this country on a 
sustainable trajectory economically is a bigger priority than 
Iran or Syria or anything else." 

Overseas, the Obama priorities are ending the war in 
Afghanistan and pivoting American policy more toward Asia, 
the region that represents the economic and security 
challenges of the future. 

But Iran has the ability to disrupt much of that. Every 
president since Jimmy Carter has found that Tehran's mullahs 
have the ability to disrupt best-laid plans and frustrate the 
desire to break away from the morass of the Middle East. 

Indeed, it's telling that Mr. Obama had to interrupt his 
postelection trip to Asia to deal with the mess in Gaza. There 
could be no more apt metaphor for how hard it will be to 
execute a pivot toward Asia when Iran and the Islamists it 
inspires have the ability to create crises elsewhere. 

Moreover, Iran's leaders have every reason to keep the 
Palestinian pot stirring, which will compel Mr. Obama to 
invest time and energy trying to get something going on the 
moribund Palestinian-Israeli diplomatic front. Iranians also 
will continue to do whatever is necessary to preserve their 
lone Arab ally, Syria's bloodstained Bashar al-Assad, pushing 
Mr. Obama closer to a decision on whether to recognize and 
help arm the Syrian opposition. 

Broadly speaking, Iran benefits from a boiling pot; 
indeed, it recruits its allies from amid the turmoil it creates. 
"There's a symbiotic relationship between Arab popular anger 
and misery and Iranian influence in the Middle East," says Mr. 
Sadjadpour. "The former fuels the latter, the latter fuels the 
former." 

Nor do America's moves toward greater energy 
independence and away from dependence on Middle East oil 
give Mr. Obama the luxury of washing his hands of such 
problems. 

Regardless of America's own direct need for Middle 
Eastern oil, the world still looks to the U.S. as the military 
power best able to ensure the stable and steady flow of that oil 
to the world economy. 

As Anthony Cordesman, an analyst at the Center for 
Strategic and International Studies notes, the only alternative 
to the U.S. as guarantor of security in the region is China, 
which isn't a choice anyone in the West should relish. 

All of that, of course, comes before even considering the 
biggest problem of all, which is Iran's nuclear program. 
President Obama's dreams for a second term will be of other 
things, but his nightmares may well be about Iran. 
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30. Can U.S. Keep Pressure On In Persian Gulf If USS Nimitz Is Delayed? 
(AOL DEFENSE 26 NOV 12) ... Michael Auslin 

Iran. Gaza. Syria. Political opposition in the Emirates and 
adjoining states. The Persian Gulf region simmers and 
America may have only one carrier group deployed there at 
the end of this year. Should we worry? 

Let's examine the puzzle. The USS Nimitz's planned 
deployment to the Persian Gulf may be delayed. That is 
raising concern, since the Navy will be down to just one 
carrier in the region during the months of December and 
January. 

But are carrier groups the only agents of U.S. influence in 
the region? The U.S. Air Force has numerous bases and 
installations from which it operates. Indeed, Air Force tactical 
air is a key part of any joint air operations, while the real 
threat the United States poses to Iran's nuclear ambitions 
comes from Air Force heavy bombers and their massive 
ordinance loads, which are operated by Global Strike 
Command and based in the continental U.S., as well as in the 
region. Similarly, any theater air operations will be dependent 
on Air Force tankers in the skies off the battlefield. 

The Middle East and Persian Gulf bases the Air Force 
operates from include: U.S. Air Forces Central headquarters at 
Al Udeid, Qatar, with the 379th Air Expeditionary Wing; Ali 
Al Salem in Kuwait, hosting the 386th Air Expeditionary 
Wing; Dhafra, in the UAE; Seeb, in Oman; Kabul, Bagram 
(455th Air Expeditionary Wing) and Kandahar in Afghanistan; 
and Bishkek, in Kyrgyzstan. Aircraft currently based in the 
region include: A-10s, F-16s and 15s for precision air attack; 
remotely-piloted Predators and Reapers; B-1B bombers; and 
air mobility and refueling C-130s and KC-135s. Land-based 
tankers operating in uncontested skies extend the 1,000-mile 
combat radius of the F-15 Strike Eagle and 500-mile radius of 
the F-16. The Strike Eagle also carries 23,000 lbs of 
ordinance, an advantage land-based air has over carrier-based 
fighters. 

The Pentagon's primary concern in the Gulf is a possible 
confrontation with Iran. Should it come to that, the Air Force 
will carry much of the load, given that any airstrikes on 
Iranian nuclear facilities would require MOABs and Massive 
Ordinance Penetrators carried by B-2s from Whiteman AFB, 
as well as early stealth attacks by B-2s and F-22s to disable 
Iran's integrated air defenses and allow follow-on strikes by 
non-stealthy fighters. 

Land-based airpower may be more cost effective than 
naval air in terms of sorties and ordinance loads, but it is 
dependent, obviously, on the willingness of foreign states to 
host U.S. forces. While that is not a problem the carriers face, 
the Nimitz delay highlights the risk of becoming too 
dependent on naval air. Ship rotational schedules have little 
room for disruption, and unforeseen problems, like that with 
the Nimitz's propulsion system, can leave a gap in the Navy's 
presence. While aircraft carriers are a potent symbol of 
American power, there are only 10 of them, with the 
impending decommissioning of the USS Enterprise. That 
translates into one or two at most able to carry out steady state 
operations in any one area of concern (primarily the western 
Pacific Ocean and the Persian Gulf). 

Carrier air wings, moreover, boast a maximum of about 
100 fixed- and rotary-wing aircraft. The Nimitz, for example, 
usually carries four squadrons of F/A-18 Hornets (two 
squadrons of Super Hornets, two of older Hornets), one E-2C 
Hawkeye squadron, one EA-6B Prowler squadron, and two 
MH-60 Seahawk helo squadrons. That means about 120 fixed-
wing aircraft, and roughly 85 fighters, for two carriers, with 
the F/A-18E/F Super Hornets limited to a roughly 530-mile 
(460 nautical mile) attack radius (and slightly less for combat 
radius), carrying approximately 9,000 lbs. of ordinance. Surge 
requirements during a time of crisis would gravely tax the 
Navy's capacity, and lead to a corresponding absence in other 
parts of the globe as carriers were moved to where they were 
most needed. 

In-theater limitations are less of an issue for the Air 
Force, as it can replenish forces more easily from land bases. 
This provides crucial sustainability during a conflict, and land 
bases of course do not need to be rotated in and out of the 
combat zone. The long-range strike capabilities of the U.S. Air 
Force ensure their ability to reach any spot on the globe from 
secure bases in the United States or Europe, while a fairly 
robust network of forward bases means that Air Expeditionary 
Wings can quickly assemble to project comprehensive 
airpower capabilities. This requires, of course, continued 
partnerships with allied nations to allow access, and the loss of 
key forward bases would be a major blow to shorter-range air 
capabilities, like tactical air support. Yet such changes in the 
basing environment are rarely sudden, and can be mitigated 
with foresight and planning. 

The bigger problem for the Air Force is numbers. With 
only 20 B-2s globally (fewer than that at any one time), and 
just 185 F-22s after last week's crash in Florida, stealth and 
long-range strike are precious commodities. It will be more 
than a decade until the next generation bomber is built and 
operated, and the F-35 timeline continues to lengthen. While 
today's F-15s and F-16s can control airspace over Iran, they 
will become increasingly vulnerable to integrated air defense 
systems. 

Nevertheless, the land-based capacity of the U.S. Air 
Force provides comprehensive power projection in the Persian 
Gulf region and greater inherent flexibility than naval assets. 
Land bases may not be mobile, but the Air Force's presence in 
the Gulf is significant and unlikely to disappear in times of 
crises. Its bases provide nearly unlimited capacity for supplies; 
multiple airfields provide flexibility, and long-range 
capabilities ensure strategic reach from the continental United 
States. There may be concern that having only one carrier -- 
even temporarily -- in the Gulf weakens the United States 
ability to influence events and strike if necessary, but that fear 
is misplaced. The assets of the U.S. Air Force, as a crucial part 
of a joint operating force, ensure that America can respond to 
any contingency. 

Michael Auslin, an expert on Asian security and politics, 
is a scholar at the American Enterprise Institute think tank in 
Washington. 
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31. Analysis: For Obama, Could 10,000 Troops In Afghanistan Be Too Many? 
(REUTERS 26 NOV 12) ... Phil Stewart 

WASHINGTON –President Barack Obama publicly 
scoffed at the idea of keeping 10,000 troops in Iraq. So could 
he really be persuaded to keep that many in Afghanistan after 
the war formally ends in 2014? 

The 10,000 figure is well within a preliminary range put 
forward by the top U.S. and NATO commander in 
Afghanistan, General John Allen, and which is informing 
deliberations by the Obama administration, one U.S. official 
said. 

But the optics could be tricky for Obama, who must 
balance his promise to end the war in Afghanistan in 2014 
with the need to keep enough forces there to prevent the 
destabilization of the country and a return of al Qaeda. He also 
must get Kabul to agree. 

"As long as (U.S. troops) are in a war zone and putting 
their lives on the line, it's hard for any president to say the war 
is over," said Juan Zarate, a former counterterrorism adviser to 
President George W. Bush and a senior adviser at the Center 
for Strategic and International Studies. 

Allen's preliminary suggestions for a post-2014 training 
and counterterrorism mission ranged from around 6,000 to 
15,000 troops, said the U.S. official, speaking on condition of 
anonymity. The figures were still in flux, the official said. The 
estimate was first reported by the Wall Street Journal. 

By comparison, there are around 66,000 American forces 
in Afghanistan now. 

The timing of Obama's decision is unclear but Defense 
Secretary Leon Panetta said earlier this month the he hoped 
for a figure to be finalized within weeks, raising the possibility 
of a December announcement. The timing of any 
announcement is also tied to discussions in Kabul, where a 
long-term U.S.-Afghan security agreement is being hammered 
out. 

The Pentagon sought to tamp down speculation about the 
deliberations on both the post-2014 force and the pace of the 
drawdown over the next two years. 

Panetta, who will speak on Tuesday with Allen in Kabul 
via video-conference, has not yet forwarded a 
recommendation to Obama, a spokesman said. 

"It's entirely premature to speculate on troop numbers in 
Afghanistan between now and the end of 2014 or beyond," 
Pentagon spokesman George Little told reporters. 

But with the election over, the future scope of the 
American military presence in Afghanistan is the subject of 
intense debate in Washington - with some analysts saying far 
more than even 16,000 troops are required. 

Kimberly and Fredrick Kagan, two experts on the Afghan 
war, recommended keeping American forces in Afghanistan at 
the current level through the end of 2014. They envisioned a 
residual force of more than 30,000 troops. 

"At that level U.S. forces in Afghanistan could do nothing 
beyond the minimum necessary to allow us to continue 
counterterrorism operations in South Asia," they wrote in an 
opinion piece published in the Washington Post. 

Obama could benefit from some contributions of trainers 
or counterterrorism troops by NATO allies, helping him off-
set the total number of U.S. forces present in Afghanistan past 
2014. 

But it would be difficult to imagine Obama agreeing with 
the Kagans. In his final debate with Republican challenger 
Mitt Romney before the U.S. presidential election, Obama 
blasted the idea of keeping a sizeable troop presence in Iraq - a 
war he opposed. 

"What I would not have had done was left 10,000 troops 
in Iraq that would tie us down," Obama said at the time. 

The Kagans' recommendation that the United States keep 
all of its forces in the country until the end of the NATO 
mission in 2014 also seems unlikely to gain much sway at the 
White House. 

Asked about the pace of the drawdown in 2013 and 2014, 
Little echoed remarks from Obama last year suggesting troop 
levels would decline. 

"As the president made clear in June 2011, our forces will 
continue to come home at a steady pace as we transition to an 
Afghan lead for security," Little said. 
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32. ASEAN At A Crossroads 
(THE DIPLOMAT 27 NOV 12) ... Prashanth Parameswaran 

The 7th East Asia Summit (EAS) held last week was 
notable for a number of reasons, including the launching of a 
new regional free trade agreement and the introduction of 
several U.S.proposals on energy and maritime security. But 
the elephant in the room once again was the South China Sea 
(SCS) and disagreements among ASEAN countries stoked in 
part by China.  

Just over four months ago, ASEANfailed to issue a joint 
statement at its foreign minister’s meeting for the first time 
because host nation, Cambodia, insisted that language on the 
SCS should not even be mentioned. Many suspected that 
China had used itseconomic leverage on Cambodia to ensure 
ASEAN remained divided on the issue, and a few reports even 
suggested Cambodian officials had shared drafts of the 
statement with Chinese interlocutors. 

Those who were perturbed by those developments are 
unlikely find any relief from developments of the past week. 
This time, at the ASEAN Summit, Cambodia tried to force 
through the idea that ASEAN leaders had come to a consensus 
“that they will not internationalize the South China Sea issue 
from now on,” in the words of Foreign Ministry official Kao 
Kim Hourn. The trouble is that the language, which was 
strikingly similar to Chinese mantras, did not reflect what was 
agreed upon. At least five ASEAN countries objected and 
Cambodia was eventually forced to remove the controversial 
language from the final declaration. The Philippines was 
particularly vexed, with President Benigno Aquino openly 
rebuking Cambodian Prime Minister Hun Sen and Philippine 
Foreign Secretary Albert del Rosario insisting that there was 
an attempt to translate statements “into a consensus without 
our consent.” 
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While Cambodia was attempting to dilute ASEAN’s 
consensus on the SCS, China was seeking to downplay the 
issue within the EAS’ multilateral setting. Chinese Premier 
Wen Jiabao repeated the all-too-familiar Chinese assertion that 
territorial disputes should not be discussed at multilateral 
events but bilaterally between China and each of the ASEAN 
claimant states. Foreign Ministry spokesman Qin Gang and 
Chinese envoys also repeatedly attempted to sidestep the 
issue, saying that it should not be a “stumbling block” in 
ASEAN-China relations and that the main focus of the EAS 
should be greater economic cooperation amid the international 
financial crisis. ASEAN had in fact agreed to formally ask 
China to start talks on a code of conduct (CoC) on the SCS 
before the EAS had begun, according to outgoing ASEAN 
Secretary General Surin Pitsuwan, but Premier Wen played 
down the need for urgent action on the issue. “On the ASEAN 
side, we are ready, willing and very much committed, but it 
takes two to tango,” Pitsuwan said. 

Given that tensions over the SCS have dominated two 
rounds of meetings this year, how can ASEAN ensure that this 
will not happen again next year? The Philippines, twice bitten 
and thrice shy, announced after the EAS that it will host a 
meeting in Manila on December 12 with fellow claimants 
Vietnam, Brunei and Malaysia. The four countries should use 
this as an opportunity to coordinate strategies on how to best 
advance their claims to China in a more unified way. One way 
to do so would be to make their claims explicit by codifying 
them in domestic legislation and multilateral frameworks in 
accordance with international law and the United Nations 
Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS), followed by a 
process where stakeholders clarify convergences and 
divergences. Only by being clear about their own claims can 
ASEAN states prevent China from exploiting divisions and 
ambiguities that exist within the bloc in future summits or 
dealings. That will also help facilitate negotiations on the CoC 
between ASEAN states and China. 

Furthermore, ASEAN countries should continue to 
engage with next year’s ASEAN chair (and SCS claimant) 
Brunei on how it plans on handling the SCS issue in 
multilateral forums as appropriate. Brunei has traditionally 
preferred a low-key approach in dealing with contentious 

issues like the SCS, exemplified during ASEAN deliberations 
in July this year when its delegation simply said it would be 
“guided by” the decision of the ASEAN chair, as opposed to 
other claimants who insisted on a reference to the dispute in 
the joint communique. In 2013, the government in Bandar Seri 
Begawan will no longer have the luxury of simply deferring to 
other countries or remaining neutral as ASEAN chair. If 
Brunei needs any advice or guidance on tackling divisive 
issues, the organization’s more experienced members should 
be prepared to provide it. 

Lastly, ASEAN states should not give in to intimidation 
by China on the SCS. Beijing has used such tactics in the past 
with claimant states, with its China National Offshore Oil 
Corporation (CNOOC) calling for foreign oil and gas 
companies to explore nine blocks in disputed waters in 
violation of Vietnam’s sovereignty and its quarantine of 
imported tropical fruit from the Philippines after saber-rattling 
in the Scarborough Shoal. A new wave of intimidation appears 
to be taking shape just a few days after China downplayed 
territorial disputes at the EAS, with Beijing releasing fresh 
passports containing a map of China which includes parts of 
the South China Sea claimed by Vietnam, the Philippines and 
others as well as disputed territory on the Indian border. Asian 
countries have rightly expressed outrage at the move and have 
responded by refusing to stamp them or drawing up their own 
maps. It is important that these countries continue to register 
their official protests in this manner in case Beijing tries to 
assert later on that stamping the passports could be regarded as 
effectively endorsing its claims. 

Cambodia’s chairmanship this year has shown ASEAN 
that it is only as strong as its weakest link. In order to prevent 
outside actors from exploiting divisions within the bloc, 
ASEAN states must redouble their efforts at unifying their 
positions where they should and taking a clear stand where 
they must. Only then can the bloc continue to effectively 
occupy the driver’s seat in pushing for greater regional 
integration in the Asia-Pacific. 

Prashanth Parameswaran is a PhD candidate in 
international relations at the Fletcher School of Law and 
Diplomacy at Tufts University and a non-resident WSD-
Handa fellow at CSIS Pacific Forum. 
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33. Boost The Vet Workforce 
(NAVY TIMES 03 DEC 12) ... Editorial 

For troops leaving the military today, the job prospects 
are grim. They return to a society in economic distress, short 
on confidence and short on jobs. Men and women who spent 
recent years in uniform often find themselves at a competitive 
disadvantage in the job market, up against civilians who have 
spent their time gaining the advantages of education, 
experience and connections. 

The problem is particularly acute for the youngest 
veterans, those who have served since 2001. October figures 
put the unemployment rate for those vets at 10 percent, versus 
7.9 percent overall. The recent Veterans Day political 
speeches and ceremonies don’t mask the fact that this country 
is coming up far short on what should be a national 
commitment to return its vets to meaningful lives. That cannot 
happen on a broad scale until leaders from the White House to 

Capitol Hill get serious and work together to fix the national 
economy and create jobs. 

No one can afford to wait for that magic moment. So 
government agencies and private sector employers must take it 
upon themselves to ramp up hiring opportunities for veterans. 

There are encouraging signs that such initiatives are 
gaining traction. The Pentagon and the departments of 
Veterans Affairs, Labor and Education are overhauling 
transition assistance for troops, making it mandatory and 
focusing on developing skill sets to find jobs. The Joining 
Forces campaign, led by first lady Michelle Obama, is 
reaching out to thousands of private sector companies and 
business groups to urge them to hire veterans. The effort 
appears to be paying dividends, with more than 2,000 
companies onboard to hire more than 125,000 veterans. 
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That’s encouraging, but it’s just a start in repaying a large debt to our veterans. 
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On This Day In The Navy: 
1944: Special Air Task Force (STAG-1) commences operations with drones, controlled by TBM aircraft, against Japanese in 
Southwestern Pacific. 
 

TOP STORIES: 
1. Clinton Suggests Link To Qaeda Offshoot In Deadly Libya Attack 
(NEW YORK TIMES 27 SEP 12) ... Steven Lee Myers 

Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton on Wednesday suggested there was a link between the Qaeda franchise in North Africa 
and the attack at the American diplomatic mission in Benghazi, Libya, that killed the American ambassador and three others. She was 
the highest-ranking Obama administration official to publicly make the connection, and her comments intensified what is becoming a 
fiercely partisan fight over whether the attack could have been prevented. 

 
2. Egypt's President Calls For Action On Syria 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 27 SEP 12) ... Matt Bradley and Joe Lauria 

Egypt's president sought to reclaim his country's role as a regional leader, voicing outrage over an anti-Islam video and urging a 
regional solution to the Syrian conflict, in the first speech to the United Nations General Assembly by a freely elected Egyptian head 
of state. 

 
3. Mine-Sweeping Exercise In Gulf Ends Amid Rising Tensions With Iran 
(STARS AND STRIPES 26 SEP 12) ... Cristina Silva 

NAPLES, Italy — After 12 days of hunting down and detonating fake bombs off the Iranian coast, the United States is slated to 
end a massive, international minesweeping operation Thursday, representing its most significant military response yet to intensifying 
tensions in the Middle East. 

 

MIDEAST: 
4. Rebels Make Gains in Blunting Syrian Air Attacks 
(NEW YORK TIMES 27 SEP 12) ... C. J. Chivers 

ABU AD DUHUR, Syria — The rebels huddled before darkness near the edge of the Syrian Air Force base. They were about 40 
men, hiding beside small buildings on the flatlands south of Aleppo. 

 
5. Hezbollah Becomes Wild Card In Syria 
Militant group boost aid to regime in fight against rebels, officials say 
(WASHINGTON POST 27 SEP 12) ... Babak Dehghanpisheh 

BEIRUT — Hezbollah, the Lebanese Shiite political and militant group, has ramped up its support for the Syrian government, 
sending in military advisers to aid in the bloody struggle against the opposition, U.S. and Lebanese government officials say. 

 
6. Israel Split On Military Action Against Iran, Say Top Analysts 
(THE HILL 26 SEP 12) ... Carlo Muñoz 

Despite the fiery rhetoric coming out of Jerusalem in recent weeks, Israel's ruling elite continue to be evenly split on whether to 
take military action against Iran's nuclear program. 

 
7. Panetta To Meet With Arab Leaders On Friday 
(THE HILL 26 SEP 12) ... Carlo Muñoz 

Defense Secretary Leon Panetta is scheduled to meet with top leaders in the Arab world this week, as Washington and the 
Pentagon attempt to navigate through several rising national security threats in the region. 
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8. At U.N., Ahmadinejad Denounces Military Threats To Iran 
(WASHINGTON POST 27 SEP 12) ... Colum Lynch 

UNITED NATIONS — Iranian President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad, addressing the U.N. General Assembly on Wednesday for 
what was likely to be the last time, denounced military threats against Tehran by “uncivilized Zionists” and attacked Western leaders 
as handmaidens of the devil. 

 
9. Netanyahu Brings Fears About Iran To U.N. 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 27 SEP 12) ... Aron Heller 

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu will make his case against Iran before the United Nations General Assembly on 
Thursday, arguing that time is quickly running out to stop the Islamic Republic from becoming a nuclear power and the threat of force 
must be seriously considered. 

 

ASIA – PACIFIC: 
10. Noda Vows No Compromise As Japan, China Dig In On Islands Row 
(REUTERS 26 SEP 12) ... Chris Buckley and Paul Eckert 

NEW YORK/BEIJING -- Japan will not compromise on the islands at the heart of a dispute with China as Tokyo already has 
sovereignty over them, Prime Minister Yoshihiko Noda said on Wednesday after China's foreign minister angrily declared the islets 
were "sacred territory." 

 
11. China's First Aircraft Carrier Set For Extended Sea Trials 
(SOUTH CHINA MORNING POST (HONG KONG) 27 SEP 12) ... Choi Choi-yuk 

China's first aircraft carrier, the Liaoning, will undergo a longer period of sea trials than those already conducted by the company 
that refitted it before it can train with planes, submarines and frigates to form a battle group, the People's Liberation Army Daily 
reported yesterday. 

 
12. China Carrier 'More Stepping-Stone' Than Milestone 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 26 SEP 12) 

The debut of China's first aircraft carrier marks a symbolic milestone for the growing military power, but analysts said the second-
hand vessel remains far from a strategic game-changer. 

 
13. China Serious About Naval Meeting 
(NEW STRAITS TIMES (MALAYSIA) 26 SEP 12) ... Adrian David 

KUALA LUMPUR -- The presence of a very high-ranking Chinese officer at an international naval symposium for the first time 
demonstrates the country's seriousness in preserving peace in the Pacific Ocean. 

 
14. Civilians Take Test Rides On Osprey Before Okinawa Deployment 
(KYODO NEWS 27 SEP 12) 

IWAKUNI, Japan -- Japanese civilians took test rides Thursday on the U.S. military's Osprey aircraft at a base in Iwakuni, 
southwestern Japan, ahead of their controversial deployment to Okinawa. 

 

AFRICA: 
15. Kenyan Navy Hits Somali Rebels Ahead Of Main Offensive 
(REUTERS 26 SEP 12) ... Duncan Miriri 

NAIROBI -- Kenya said its navy hit military targets belonging to al Shabaab militants in the port of Kismayu in south Somalia on 
Wednesday, ahead of a ground assault on the rebels' last bastion. 

 

MARINE CORPS: 
16. Training For The Next Libya, Marine Teams Wary Of Budget Cuts 
(REUTERS 26 SEP 12) ... Andrea Shalal-Esa 

CHESAPEAKE, Virginia -- Shells fly and firing range instructors yell at the young Marines who are in their second day of 
security forces training at the edge of the Great Dismal Swamp that straddles the border between Virginia and North Carolina. 

 

SURFACE FLEET: 
17. U.S. Navy: 4 Missile Cruisers To Remain In Service 
(DEFENSE NEWS 26 SEP 12) ... Christopher P. Cavas 

Four Aegis missile cruisers scheduled to end their active careers in March will instead be kept in service, the U.S. Navy said Sept. 
26. 
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18. Warship Essex Getting $108 Million Overhaul At NASSCO 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 26 SEP 12) ... Gary Robbins 

The amphibious assault ship Essex -- which experienced a collision at sea in May while en route to its new homeport of San 
Diego -- will undergo a $107 million overhaul at General Dynamics-NASSCO, the largest repair job the yard has done in almost two 
years. The overhaul is largely meant to fix and upgrade a ship that's gotten a lot of wear and tear while transporting Marines, and 
handling air operations from Harrier jets and helicopters. 

 

AVIATION: 
19. U.S. Navy To Add Sensor Fusion To Super Hornet Fleet 
(FLIGHTGLOBAL (UK) 26 SEP 12) ... Dave Majumdar 

WASHINGTON, D.C. -- The U.S. Navy has embarked upon an incremental programme to add sensor fusion capabilities to its 
fleet of Boeing F/A-18E/F Super Hornets, the first of which began operational testing this July. 

 

NUCLEAR WEAPONS: 
20. Nuke Mod Funding Faces Hurdles: U.S. State Dept. Official 
(DEFENSE NEWS 26 SEP 12) ... John T. Bennett 

Securing billions of dollars to modernize the U.S. nuclear arms fleet will be challenging as Washington wrestles with its shabby 
finances, a senior State Department official said Sept. 26. 

 

BUSINESS: 
21. Pentagon Struggles To Secure A Supply Chain It No Longer Dominates 
(FEDERAL NEWS RADIO 27 SEP 12) ... Jared Serbu 

When it comes to securing the technology supply chain, the Defense Department needs to accept the fact that it no longer 
dominates the market for most of the products it buys, the department's top industrial policy official said Wednesday. 

 

CYBER: 
22. Cyberwarfare Emerges From Shadows For Public Discussion By U.S. Officials 
(NEW YORK TIMES 27 SEP 12) ... Scott Shane 

WASHINGTON — For years, even as the United States carried out sophisticated cyberattacks on Iran’s nuclear program and the 
Pentagon created a Cyber Command, officials have been hesitant to discuss American offensive cyberwarfare programs openly. Since 
June, in fact, F.B.I. agents have been investigating leaks to The New York Times about the computer attacks on Tehran. 

 

NATO: 
23. Changeover Set For Norfolk-Based NATO Command 
(NEWPORT NEWS DAILY PRESS 26 SEP 12) ... Hugh Lessig 

NORFOLK — One way to counter steep U.S. military budget cuts is by relying more on international teamwork, and that 
"change of mind set" is beginning to take hold, the outgoing head of the NATO command here said Wednesday. 

 

ARMY: 
24. Army Pauses For A Day In Effort To Prevent Suicides 
Record high rate prompts a service-wide initiative 
(BALTIMORE SUN 27 SEP 12) ... Erin Cox 

At Fort Meade, where the suicide rate among service members is six times higher than that of the entire state, a crowd of 75 
soldiers offered mostly silence when Mark Fisher asked them to list potential warning signs that a colleague is about to take his or her 
own life. 

 

SPORTS: 
25. Friendships Wrapped In The Army-Navy Rivalry 
(NEW YORK TIMES 27 SEP 12) ... George Vecsey 

Roger Staubach and Rollie Stichweh switched uniforms before going to the mess hall at West Point in 1964. 
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VOTING: 
26. Military Voting A Tough Fit In Caucus States 
(POLITICO 26 SEP 12) ... Tim Mak 

In an unexpected political twist, a move to include overseas military personnel and wounded warriors in the presidential 
nominating process could threaten the caucuses in Iowa and other states. 

 

OUTREACH: 
27. Rear Admiral Talks About Navy’s Future, How BIW, USM, Maine Fit In 
(BANGOR (ME) DAILY NEWS 27 SEP 12) ... Seth Koenig 

SOUTH PORTLAND, Maine — When William Leigher was growing up in the small town of Appleton, information came 
slowly. He remembers waiting for the Saturday edition of the Bangor Daily News every week, which he picked up at the town’s lone 
store, as a child to get an update on where the Red Sox were in the standings. 

 

COMMENTARY: 
28. 5 Reasons To Intervene In Syria Now 
(NEW YORK TIMES 27 SEP 12) ... Michael Doran and Max Boot 

Whether you agree or disagree with President Obama, there is no doubt that he has formulated a coherent approach to the use of 
American power. The Obama Doctrine involves getting into a conflict zone and getting out fast without ground wars or extended 
military occupations. This approach proved its effectiveness in Libya last year. 

 
29. Sanctions That Don’t Stick 
(WASHINGTON POST 27 SEP 12) ... Andrew K. Davenport and Ilan Berman 

Recent revelations from the International Atomic Energy Agency that Iran has both continued and expanded its uranium 
enrichment activities have focused attention anew on U.S. policy toward the Islamic Republic — and what more can be done to stop 
Iran’s march toward the bomb. 

 
30. The Real Pivot 
It's time to change our plans in Afghanistan. 
(FOREIGN POLICY 25 SEP 12) ... David Barno 

Last week marked a major inflection point in the war in Afghanistan. NATO decided to suspend joint operations with Afghan 
forces below the battalion level, while the last of the 30,000 U.S. "surge" troops returned home. After eleven years of conflict, the 
United States and its allies now stand at a fork in the road. They can continue to press ahead with an increasingly risky advisory effort, 
where the remaining 68,000 U.S. troops would continue widespread partnering with Afghan forces. Or they can start shifting now to a 
much-reduced military effort aimed at supporting the Afghan military in combat differently while protecting broader U.S. interests 
with smaller counter-terror forces. 

 
31. U.S. Pivots Toward Trouble In West Pacific 
(ASIA TIMES ONLINE 26 SEP 12) ... Jian Junbo 

SHANGHAI - The dispute over the territorial sovereignty of the Diaoyu Islands (called Senkaku Islands in Japan) in the East 
China Sea continues to escalate. There is not the slightest sign that either side wants to back off a bit. 

 
32. An Ominous Pledge 
(THE DIPLOMAT 26 SEP 12) ... Mira Rapp-Hooper 

The recent tensions between China and Japan over the Senkaku/Diaoyu Islands have garnered much attention. While some 
analysts have noted that the territorial dispute could easily spiral into a trade war, others have hailed the episode as a harbinger of the 
potential danger of China’s rise in the coming years. 

 
33. Budgeteers To The Rescue 
Can accountants save the Pentagon? 
(POLITICO 26 SEP 12) ... Gordon Adams 

Will the fiscal cliff turn into a mere step off the curb for the Pentagon? It may depend on the definition that the administration's 
accountants use in applying the Budget Control Act to defense -- a definition about which there seems to be disagreement. 
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34. Subs Belong In Groton 
(NEW LONDON DAY 27 SEP 12) ... Editorial 

News of a Navy plan to move a portion of its submarine fleet from Groton to the western Pacific over the next decade should 
serve as a reminder that officials here must adopt the same vigilant attitude as the military when it comes to developing long-term 
strategies. 

 
35. Fostering Innovation In The United States Navy 
(U.S. NAVAL INSTITUTE BLOG 26 SEP 12) ... Rear Adm. James Foggo 

Innovation is back! There is an undeniable renewal of interest and forward momentum in innovative thought in the United States 
Navy today. Why is this? What is driving the renewed attention to innovation? 
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TOP STORIES: 
1. Clinton Suggests Link To Qaeda Offshoot In Deadly Libya Attack 
(NEW YORK TIMES 27 SEP 12) ... Steven Lee Myers 

Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton on Wednesday 
suggested there was a link between the Qaeda franchise in 
North Africa and the attack at the American diplomatic 
mission in Benghazi, Libya, that killed the American 
ambassador and three others. She was the highest-ranking 
Obama administration official to publicly make the 
connection, and her comments intensified what is becoming a 
fiercely partisan fight over whether the attack could have been 
prevented. 

Mrs. Clinton did not offer any new evidence of a Qaeda 
link, and officials later said the question would be officially 
settled only after the F.B.I. completed a criminal inquiry, 
which could take months. But they said they had not ruled out 
the involvement of Al Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb — an 
affiliate of the international terrorist group with origins in 
Algeria — in an attack the administration initially described as 
a spontaneous protest turned violent. 

Her remarks added to the administration’s evolving and at 
times muddled explanation of what happened on the evening 
of Sept. 11 and into the next morning. Republicans in 
Congress have accused President Obama of playing down 
possible terrorist involvement in the midst of a re-election 
campaign in which killing Osama bin Laden and crippling Al 
Qaeda are cited as major achievements. 

Mrs. Clinton made her remarks at a special United 
Nations meeting on the political and security crisis in the parts 
of North Africa known as the Maghreb and the Sahel, 
particularly in northern Mali, which has been overrun by 
Islamic extremists since a military coup helped lead to the 
division of that country this year. 

Al Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb has long operated in the 
region, she said, and was now exploiting a haven in Mali to 
export extremism and terrorist violence to neighbors like 
Libya. 

“Now with a larger safe haven and increased freedom to 
maneuver, terrorists are seeking to extend their reach and their 
networks in multiple directions,” Mrs. Clinton told leaders 
assembled at the meeting, including President François 
Hollande of France and the United Nations secretary general, 
Ban Ki-moon. “And they are working with other violent 
extremists to undermine the democratic transitions under way 
in North Africa, as we tragically saw in Benghazi.” 

Mr. Ban called the meeting to lay the groundwork for a 
possible international military intervention — to be led by 
African troops — to help the new military government in Mali 
re-establish control over a part of the country that Mr. 
Hollande noted was the size of France and is now under the 
grip of Islamist extremists imposing their vision of law and 
order. 

“We cannot stand by and allow terrorists to take over an 
entire territory,” Mr. Hollande said. 

Top militia leaders in Benghazi have dismissed the 
possibility that Al Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb played a role 
in the attacks or had a foothold in eastern Libya. Benghazi 
residents have said they believe the brigade that conducted the 
attack could not have managed the assault on its own, because 
it included more than 100 heavily armed fighters. 

Mrs. Clinton’s connection of the turmoil in the Sahel with 
the violence in Benghazi, which killed Ambassador J. 
Christopher Stevens, echoed remarks made last week by 
Matthew G. Olsen, the director of the National 
Counterterrorism Center. He said that intelligence analysts 
were investigating ties between local Libyan militias and Al 
Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb, but had not yet come to any 
conclusions. 

A senior administration official said that Mrs. Clinton 
intended to underscore the rising threat that the Qaeda affiliate 
and other extremist organizations pose to the emerging 
democratic governments in countries like Tunisia and Libya, 
adding that the group clearly intended to make contact with 
extremists in Benghazi and elsewhere. The final determination 
of the group’s role, the official said, would await the 
investigation by the F.B.I. 

Mrs. Clinton has also ordered a review of diplomatic 
security that is being led by Thomas R. Pickering, a veteran 
diplomat and former undersecretary of state. 

It was not clear whether Mrs. Clinton’s remarks 
foreshadowed any possible retaliation against those who 
carried out the attack, whether they operated in sympathy 
with, or on orders from, Al Qaeda leaders. But she reiterated 
the administration’s vow to bring those responsible to justice, 
telling the conference that American intelligence and law-
enforcement agencies were working not only with Libya but 
with other nations in the region to investigate the attack. 

The cooperation with other nations beyond Libya in the 
investigations also seemed to indicate that the attack’s 
planning and execution might have crossed international 
borders and not simply have been a local, spontaneous 
eruption of violence in response to an amateurish Internet 
video denigrating the Prophet Muhammad. 

“The United States is stepping up our counterterrorism 
efforts across the Maghreb and the Sahel,” Mrs. Clinton said, 
“and we’re working with the Libyan government and other 
partners to find those responsible for the attack on our 
diplomatic post in Benghazi and bring them to justice.” 

Questions about the attack in Libya have become 
politically charged, even as the State Department has grieved 
over the loss of four employees — including the first 
American ambassador killed on duty since 1979 — and tried 
to contain the outrage over the video that spread to dozens of 
countries. 

Officials initially described the attack as a protest, though 
one administration official acknowledged what Libyan 
witnesses have said in interviews: that the attack was 
deliberate and organized. Five days after the attack, the 
American representative to the United Nations, Susan E. Rice, 
in an appearance on the Sunday talk shows, continued to 
describe it as a spontaneous protest, and it was only on Sept. 
19 that Mr. Olsen of National Counterterrorism Center called 
it a terrorist attack. 

Four Republican Senators — John McCain of Arizona, 
Lindsey Graham of South Carolina, Kelly Ayotte of New 
Hampshire and Ron Johnson of Wisconsin — released a 
blistering letter to Ms. Rice on Wednesday, accusing her of 
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making “several troubling statements that are inconsistent with 
the facts and require explanation.” 

“The administration’s position seems to be evolving with 
the pass of each day,” Senator Susan Collins, Republican of 
Maine, and a ranking member of the Homeland Security 
Committee, said in an interview. Ms. Collins, who has 
received briefings from administration, counterterrorism and 
defense officials, said that shortly after the attack it was 
evident to her that terrorists had been behind it. She said she 
was convinced both because the attack took place on the 
anniversary of the attacks in New York and Washington in 
2001 and because the gunmen were reported to be so heavily 
armed. 

“I have been perplexed that the administration has been 
slow in coming to that same conclusion,” she said. 

The Republican criticism was bolstered by Libya’s 
president, Mohamed Magariaf, who met with Mrs. Clinton and 
other American officials in New York on Monday. In an 
interview broadcast on Wednesday, he also attributed the 

attack to what he called “Al Qaeda elements who are hiding in 
Libya,” citing its sophistication and the date of the attack. 

From the start, Libyan officials have sought to blame 
foreigners, even as they move to crack down on extremist 
militias that took part in the uprising against Col. Muammar 
el-Qaddafi last year and clearly had a role in the attack. Mr. 
Magariaf said at least 40 suspects had been questioned, but 
there was no definitive conclusion about those involved. “It 
was a preplanned act of terrorism directed against American 
citizens,” Mr. Magariaf said in remarks broadcast on NBC’s 
“Today” show Wednesday. 

The White House press secretary, Jay Carney, defended 
the administration’s evolving version of events. “Over the 
course of the past two weeks, this administration has provided 
as much information as it has been able to,” Mr. Carney told 
reporters traveling on Air Force One to Ohio on Wednesday. 
“We made clear that our initial assessment and interim reports 
were based on information that was available at the time.” 

Return to Index 
 

2. Egypt's President Calls For Action On Syria 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 27 SEP 12) ... Matt Bradley and Joe Lauria 

Egypt's president sought to reclaim his country's role as a 
regional leader, voicing outrage over an anti-Islam video and 
urging a regional solution to the Syrian conflict, in the first 
speech to the United Nations General Assembly by a freely 
elected Egyptian head of state. 

Mohammed Morsi used his global audience in New York 
on Wednesday to reintroduce Egypt as a regional diplomatic 
hub—a position the North African country forfeited during the 
30-year rule of ousted President Hosni Mubarak. 

"The new Egypt is determined to regain its standing 
among nations and assume an effective role in global issues, 
stemming from the will of its people, as well as the legitimacy 
on which its regime is founded," he said. 

The leader held forth on conflicts throughout the Middle 
East, and expressed particular interest in the civil war in Syria, 
where more than 20,000 people have been killed in the past 19 
months, according to human-rights groups. 

As an expression of Egypt's more prominent standing, Mr. 
Morsi used the podium to convey the outrage of Muslims over 
a video made in the U.S. that mocked Islam's Prophet 
Muhammad. Unrest sparked by protests over the video left 
over 50 people dead world-wide. "The insults heard on the 
Prophet Muhammad, we reject this," he said. 

Responding to U.S. criticism that he didn't act quickly 
enough to condemn protesters from scaling the walls of the 
U.S. Embassy in Cairo before ripping down and burning the 
U.S. flag, Mr. Morsi said Egypt "also stands firmly against the 
use of violence in expressing objection to these obscenities." 

In assuming Egypt's abandoned role as a voice for the 
wider Arab and Islamic communities, Mr. Morsi sought to 
breathe new life into the language of Arab unity that Gamal 
Abdel Nasser, one of Egypt's first presidents, first articulated 
generations ago. 

Mr. Morsi stressed the centrality of the revitalized "Arab 
nation" to Egypt's "commitment to working with its Arab 
brothers and sisters to reclaim our rightful position in the 
world." 

"He is a lawyer for the Arab Spring," said Abdullah Al 
Ashaal, a former Egyptian diplomat and law professor at the 
American University in Cairo. "He is defending the right of 
the Arab peoples to determine themselves." 

That worldview was evident in Mr. Morsi's defense of the 
Syrian public, who he said are trapped in "the tragedy of our 
era." 

Though Mr. Morsi spoke of a global, collective 
responsibility for the crisis, he reiterated his rejection of 
foreign intervention to stop the crisis. Instead, he backed the 
joint U.N.-Arab League initiative now led by Algerian 
diplomat Lakhdar Brahimi, and promoted Egypt's own 
regionally based contact group of four nations—Egypt, Iran, 
Turkey and Saudi Arabia—that convened this month. 

That initiative is remarkable for its inclusion of Iran, a 
former enemy of Egypt and a stalwart supporter of the 
embattled regime of Syrian President Bashar al-Assad. Mr. 
Morsi's condemnation of the violence in Syria stood in 
contrast to a speech moments earlier by Iranian President 
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad, who made no mention of the civil 
war. 

Mr. Morsi'a speech was short on details of domestic 
policy and how he would take his country to a position of pre-
eminent global leadership. 

"I would say that Egypt is still lacking some of the tools 
and the strength to do that," said Salman Shaikh, director of 
the Brookings Doha Center. "I think his words are more about 
Egypt rising and posturing than actually delivering on that." 

The new leader also seemed conscious of the anxieties 
stemming from his affiliation to the powerful Muslim 
Brotherhood, the 84-year-old Islamist organization that Mr. 
Morsi once helped lead. 

He spoke plainly to play down concerns about the future 
of the 1979 Egypt-Israel peace treaty. "I say it loudly to those 
wondering about our position vis-à-vis the international 
agreements and conventions that we have previously adhered 
to: We are committed to what we have signed on," he said. 
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But he sharply criticized Israel, without naming it, for its 
"colonization, settlement activities, and the alteration in the 
identity of occupied Jerusalem." 

"It is shameful that the free world accepts, regardless of 
the justifications provided, that a member of the international 
community continues to deny the rights of a nation that has 
been longing for decades for independence," he said. 

Return to Index 
 

3. Mine-Sweeping Exercise In Gulf Ends Amid Rising Tensions With Iran 
(STARS AND STRIPES 26 SEP 12) ... Cristina Silva 

NAPLES, Italy — After 12 days of hunting down and 
detonating fake bombs off the Iranian coast, the United States 
is slated to end a massive, international minesweeping 
operation Thursday, representing its most significant military 
response yet to intensifying tensions in the Middle East. 

U.S. Navy officials insist the mine-hunting operation was 
not aimed at any one nation, but Iran has threatened to close 
the Strait of Hormuz, the world’s most important oil route, and 
this week test-fired four anti-ship missiles. 

If Iran continues to threaten to close the strait or invest in 
atomic weapons, military action could be unavoidable, said 
military analysts in the United States and Middle East. 

“When you are doing muscle-flexing, you are hoping 
your enemy will become more concerned, more afraid, and 
will reconsider his political stance, and if he doesn’t, then you 
will need to move to the second level, which is a military 
confrontation,” said Riad Kahwaji, chief executive of the 
Dubai-based Institute for Near East and Gulf Military 
Analysis. 

The Iranians, Kahwaji said, “are betting on the fact that 
the U.S. and the West are economically exhausted and 
bankrupt and that the public opinion in the West, especially in 
the U.S., is against wars, and therefore the U.S. administration 
will not have the guts and the will to do it.” 

For months, Iranian leaders have threatened to close the 
Strait of Hormuz in retaliation for U.S.-led economic 
sanctions targeting its nuclear program. The narrow waterway 
along Iran’s southern border is a crucial shipping route, with 
nearly 20 percent of the world’s oil production traveling 
through it each day. 

“The Strait of Hormuz is an international waterway, and it 
is not helpful for any nation to suggest that it would attempt to 
restrict traffic through the Strait,” said Lt. Greg Raelson, a 
spokesman for the U.S. Navy’s 5th Fleet in Bahrain. 

It’s unlikely the minesweeping operation will result in 
softer rhetoric from Iran’s military leaders, who claimed they 
had fired four ship-sinking missiles into the Persian Gulf 
during their own preparedness drill this week, according to 
state-run Press TV. 

Rear Adm. Ali Fadavi, commander of the Iranian Navy, 
said Iran’s missile systems can reach the entire Persian Gulf, 
including U.S. bases located in the region. 

“Over the past years, we have not neglected to enhance 
our naval capabilities, particularly in the field of mines, and 
these capabilities are unimaginable to the Americans,” Fadavi 
said, according to Press TV. 

The minesweeping operation saw air and naval forces 
representing more than 30 nations from four continents work 
together to identify simulated mine attacks and to re-open 
maritime routes, Raelson said. Servicemembers representing 
the United States, Canada, New Zealand, the United Kingdom 
and other nations practiced sea diving, mine hunting, 
detonation, small boat exercises and refueling throughout the 

Arabian Gulf, Gulf of Oman and Gulf of Aden. Sonar and 
video systems were used to find the test mines. More than 20 
minesweeping, support and patrol vessels participated in the 
operation, Raelson said. 

“The most success would be if these operations, in 
conjunction with increased sanctions, could persuade the 
Iranians to make an interesting offer that leads to negotiation 
for an acceptable compromise” on developing its nuclear 
capabilities, said Patrick Clawson, director of the Washington 
Institute’s Iran Security Initiative. 

But that might not satisfy Israeli leaders worried that 
Iran’s nuclear capabilities could soon reach the point of no 
return. 

“There is an argument to be made that the Israelis will be 
better advised to strike sooner rather than later if they are 
going to strike,” Clawson said. “If I woke up tomorrow and 
the news said the Israelis had struck, I would not be shocked.” 

Roughly 500 ships sail through the Strait of Hormuz each 
week, the only waterway connecting oil-rich Arabian Gulf 
nations to the open ocean. Most of the ships transport oil, with 
17 million barrels per day passing through the route in 2011, 
according to the U.S. Energy Information Administration. 

“The blockage of a chokepoint, even temporarily, can 
lead to substantial increases in total energy costs. In addition, 
chokepoints leave oil tankers vulnerable to theft from pirates, 
terrorist attacks, and political unrest in the form of wars or 
hostilities as well as shipping accidents that can lead to 
disastrous oil spills,” the administration concluded in an 
August report. 

Iran’s energy sector has been the target of growing 
sanctions from the international community in recent months, 
with the European Union’s embargo against its petrochemical 
products and crude oil going into full force in July. 

The global benchmark oil price, known as Brent, was 
$114.77 per barrel by Aug. 22, a $23 per barrel increase from 
June, when prices were at their lowest this year. Fuel prices in 
the United States climbed to $3.94 a gallon in September, the 
highest price for that month since at least 1993. 

Meanwhile, Iranian leaders seem unfazed by the 
sanctions. A recent United Nations report determined Iran had 
continued to expand its nuclear capabilities and shield its 
programs from international inspectors. Tehran has said it is 
not building atomic weapons, and its nuclear program is for 
peaceful purposes. 

Christopher Harmer, a retired Navy commander who 
served with the 5th Fleet in Bahrain and is now a senior naval 
analyst with the Middle East Security Project, said the 
minesweeping operation had done little to ease tensions in the 
region. 

“There is a classic example of a lot of very bad options 
and not a lot of good ones. Everything we have tried to change 
the course of Iranian behavior has failed, so we are now at the 
point where we are validating our military capabilities,” 
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Harmer said. “There are a very limited range of diplomatic and economic measures left.” 
Return to Index 
 
 

MIDEAST: 
4. Rebels Make Gains in Blunting Syrian Air Attacks 
(NEW YORK TIMES 27 SEP 12) ... C. J. Chivers 

ABU AD DUHUR, Syria — The rebels huddled before 
darkness near the edge of the Syrian Air Force base. They 
were about 40 men, hiding beside small buildings on the 
flatlands south of Aleppo. 

Each man carried little more than a rifle and several dozen 
cartridges. They had gathered for an effort that illustrated the 
lopsided nature of the fight for Syria: Lightly armed men 
trying to remove Syria’s attack jets from the skies. 

Roughly two months into this important yet scarcely 
documented battle, Syria’s antigovernment fighters have 
succeeded in laying siege to the heavily fortified Abu ad 
Duhur Air Base. They have downed at least two of the base’s 
MIG attack jets. And this month they have realized results few 
would have thought possible. Having seized ground near the 
base’s western edge, from where they can fire onto two 
runways, they have forced the Syrian Air Force to cease 
flights to and from this place. 

“We are facing aircraft and shooting down aircraft with 
captured weapons,” said Jamal Marouf, a commander credited 
by the fighters with downing the first MIG-21 here. “With 
these weapons we are preventing aircraft from landing or 
taking off.” 

This is a significant setback for the government in the 
northern region, where rebels had already strengthened their 
position with homemade bombs, making roads too perilous for 
military vehicles to pass and restricting the military’s 
movements. 

But air power has remained a large advantage for 
President Bashar al-Assad, whose air force has pounded many 
cities and towns. 

For the rebels, managing to deny the use of this airfield 
has undermined the government’s ability to exert its full 
authority in some parts of the country. It has also improved the 
morale of fighters who remain severely outgunned. 

The rebels’ boldness, and their success, have not been 
painless. The army units inside the base have tanks, artillery 
and mortars. When attacked, the soldiers often respond by 
firing barrages of high-explosive rounds into the nearby town, 
in what amounts to a tactic of collective punishment against 
civilians. The effects are evident in the center of town, where 
block after block of buildings have been shattered. “This is the 
army, taking revenge,” said another fighter, Abu Razaq. 

The events at Abu ad Duhur form another telling chapter 
of the uprising’s evolution, and for the tit-for-tat fight between 
the government and its adversaries. 

The crackdown by the Assad government has descended 
in stages since it started last year. It began with arrests but 
quickly shifted into a bloody campaign by loyalist militias and 
a conventional army using mortars, artillery and tanks. This 
summer, as the campaign slowed in the face of swelling rebel 
ranks and roadside bombs, the government escalated again. It 
turned loose helicopters and then jets to attack rebels and their 
neighborhoods. 

After the government moved its battle to the sky, at least 
hundreds of fighters from the mountains diverted some of their 
attention from the remaining army outposts near their homes 
and began infiltrating into the lowlands. Armed with a paltry 
assortment of weapons, they began hunting the aircraft that 
were hunting them. 

Mr. Marouf, 37, is from Deir Sonbul, a village in Jebel al 
Zawiya, an area of rolling mountains where mosques and 
Muslim cemeteries stand beside Roman ruins and where olive 
groves cloak the slopes. Before the war he had been a 
construction contractor in Lebanon. 

Now he is one of the rebels’ most prominent field 
commanders, his stature elevated in part by YouTube videos 
in which he is seen striding among the flaming wreckage of 
MIGs to stand over the bloodied remains of Syrian pilots still 
strapped to their parachutes. In one video he declared that if 
the world would not protect Syrians by enforcing a no-fly 
zone, then the rebels would create a no-fly zone themselves. 
That statement was fired in part by adrenaline, made moments 
after knocking a Russian-made jet from the sky. 

In an interview after last Friday’s prayers, Mr. Marouf 
offered a more measured view and an assessment heard 
throughout the rebel-held zones. The Syrian oppositions, he 
said, need antitank weapons and shoulder-fired antiaircraft 
missiles, which would help them defeat the government’s 
armor and ground its planes. Then he again offered a confident 
declaration. 

“If they send us these, we will destroy this regime in not 
less than 30 days,” he said. 

The West has been reluctant to provide such arms, and 
rebels said Arab states had followed the West’s lead and not 
provided them either. (Although a few old SA-7 antiaircraft 
missiles have been spotted in rebel videos, these sightings 
have been rare, and the missiles have yet to be a significant 
factor in the conflict.) 

Judging from what Mr. Marouf’s fighters carried as they 
moved around the air base’s western flank, the missiles have 
not appeared here, either. These men are woefully equipped. 
Most have only rifles. Ammunition supplies are lean. 

The few heavier weapons visible — including a BMP 
armored vehicle, a Russian-made 14.5-millimeter machine 
gun and two mortar tubes — were all captured from 
government forces or purchased from corrupt army units, Mr. 
Marouf and two of his subcommanders said. 

With the weapons they do have, the fighters have 
managed to overrun scores of mountain checkpoints, to sever 
the road linking Damascus and Aleppo, and to turn a once-
secure military airfield into a forlorn and besieged outpost. 

Exactly how many MIGs have been shot down around 
this air base is unclear. Fighters gave different tallies, ranging 
from three to six. But the rebels’ video, checked against 
interviews with fighters, make clear that at least two MIG-21’s 
had been downed, and a government transport plane taxiing on 
the runway about 10 days ago was turned back under fire. 
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The first jet was crippled in late August by Mr. Marouf 
using a 14.5-millimeter machine gun mounted on a truck bed, 
several fighters said. Until then, the rebel actions at the airport 
had been bold, but not necessarily effective. 

As the aircraft burst into flame, the pilot ejected and the 
rebels opened fire on him as he slowly descended. Everything 
had changed. The fighters had punished the aircraft that were 
dropping bombs on their villages. An enemy once beyond 
reach had been hit. Emotions soared. 

“It was indescribable,” said Abu Azab, who leads the 
Voices of the Right Brigade, one of the fighting groups that 
swear allegiance to Mr. Marouf. “We were hiding from the 
snipers, but after the MIG was hit we were jumping up and 
shouting ‘Allahu akbar!’ and we forgot about the snipers.” 

Several days later, a second MIG-21 was hit, this time by 
a sniper rifle, the rebels said. It crashed and burned. A third 
aircraft, a MIG-23, crashed a few days later after being struck 
by heavy machine-gun fire, the rebels said. 

In what seems the enduring competition among rebels 
seeking credit and outside financial support, various groups 
have said they were involved in these downings, boasting of 
them to journalists. 

But only Mr. Marouf and his groups are seen in the videos 
firing on the aircraft and then wandering the flaming wreckage 
of the government’s jets. And they have a battlefield trophy 
rare to this brand of war — the shattered tail section of a MIG-
21, which they carted off to Deir Sonbul. 

Still, the battle for Abu ad Duhur has not come without its 
puzzles, its limits, or its costs. 

On some days aircraft arrive from other bases to bomb or 
strafe the rebels and try to relieve the siege. Sometimes the 
base’s soldiers are resupplied, rebels said, by helicopters that 
hover high overhead and then risk a swift, spiraling descent 
and quick escape. 

These sorties point to a larger picture: While the Syrian 
Air Force is under strain, and Abu ad Duhur is at risk of being 
overrun, other air bases are firmly in government control. The 
government’s air-to-ground campaign goes on. And the fight 
for Abu ad Duhur remains fierce. 

Protective cover is hard to find near the base, which sits 
on a bare agricultural plain. The government’s soldiers know 
many places where rebels hide. 

Moments after the fighters prayed at dusk among 
buildings at the base’s southwestern edge, the army struck. It 
shelled the rebels with mortar fire, forcing many of them to 
scatter and seek cover beside walls. Explosions followed 
them, as if the pattern of this fight had been set weeks ago. 

The rebels said that eventually they would claim the base, 
capturing more weapons, including aircraft now idled in 
hangars or near the runways. That possibility has presented 
them with a conundrum: should they seek the destruction of 
the grounded aircraft, or try to protect them? 

Riad Darwish, 24, a college student who joined the 
fighters, offered one view: “We are trying not to destroy the 
aircraft,” he said. “They are our aircraft, and we have pilots 
who are ready.” 
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5. Hezbollah Becomes Wild Card In Syria 
Militant group boost aid to regime in fight against rebels, officials say 
(WASHINGTON POST 27 SEP 12) ... Babak Dehghanpisheh 

BEIRUT — Hezbollah, the Lebanese Shiite political and 
militant group, has ramped up its support for the Syrian 
government, sending in military advisers to aid in the bloody 
struggle against the opposition, U.S. and Lebanese 
government officials say. 

Hezbollah’s involvement is a clear indication that the 
uprising, now a year and a half old, is drawing in Syria’s 
neighbor and broadening a conflict that has the potential to 
destabilize the entire region. It also marks a worrying turn for 
the Syrian rebels, who already face one of the region’s most 
potent armies and now must contend as well with a disciplined 
and sophisticated militia. 

The U.S. government this month accused Hezbollah of 
providing aid to the Syrian government, an allegation the 
group has denied. Any acknowledgment that it is sending help 
to the regime of President Bashar al-Assad risks worsening 
tensions in Lebanon between Hezbollah and Lebanese Sunnis 
who support the mostly Sunni opposition in Syria. 

But Lebanese officials say the support is becoming harder 
to hide and has markedly increased since a July 18 bomb 
attack in Damascus that killed four senior security officials, 
including Assef Shawkat, Assad’s brother-in-law. 

Lebanese officials and analysts say Hezbollah militants 
are now fighting — and dying — in the conflict, although U.S. 
officials have not confirmed the group’s combat role. The 
Lebanese officials cite as evidence quiet burials in Hezbollah-
dominated areas of Lebanon, with the families of the 

“martyrs” warned not to discuss the circumstances of their 
sons’ deaths. 

“Hezbollah has been active in supporting the Syrian 
regime with their own militia,” said a Lebanese government 
official allied with a political bloc opposed to Hezbollah who 
spoke on the condition of anonymity because of the issue’s 
sensitivity. “They’ve been quite involved in a combat role, 
quite involved in fighting.” 

Hezbollah has a well-armed and trained militia that is 
considered the strongest fighting force in Lebanon. But the 
group also oversees a powerful political party and runs a 
number of organizations that provide social services to Shiite 
Muslims, its main supporters, throughout the country. 

Recruitment Efforts 
In some villages in south Lebanon and the Bekaa Valley 

in the eastern part of the country, young men loyal to 
Hezbollah are recruiting volunteers to fight in Syria, according 
to Lebanese officials. And a number of secret funerals for 
young men killed in Syria have been held in Shiite 
strongholds. 

This month, the U.S. Treasury Department announced 
sanctions against Hasan Nasrallah and two other Hezbollah 
leaders in connection with the group’s activities in Syria. The 
department accused Hezbollah of “providing training, advice, 
and extensive logistical support to the Government of Syria.” 
Hezbollah has also helped the Syrian government push rebel 
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forces from some areas in Syria, the Treasury Department 
said. 

Hezbollah’s heightened role in the conflict comes at the 
same time that Iran’s Revolutionary Guard Corps appears to 
be playing a bigger role in Syria. The Treasury Department 
said that the two groups are coordinating their military aid in 
Syria and that Hezbollah has helped the Revolutionary Guard 
train Syrian forces. 

The conflict in Syria is dividing the region along sectarian 
lines, with the dominant Shiite powers, Iran and Hezbollah, 
backing the Alawite government of Assad. The Alawite faith 
is an offshoot of Shiism. Turkey, Saudi Arabia and Qatar, all 
countries with Sunni majorities, are backing the rebels, who 
are predominantly Sunni. 

Asked about the role that both Hezbollah and the Iranian 
Revolutionary Guard are playing in the Syria conflict, a senior 
U.S. intelligence official said that both have expanded their 
presence and role in Syria in recent months. But the official, 
who spoke on condition of anonymity because of the 
sensitivity of the subject, said it appears that they have stopped 
short of carrying out operations or attacks. 

Guerrilla Warfare 
Hezbollah’s involvement could signal a tougher fight 

ahead for the Syrian rebels. Hezbollah fighters, expert in 
guerrilla warfare, fought the Israeli military to a standstill in 
2006 and could provide a useful complement to the Syrian 
military, which has experience in conventional warfare, 
perhaps providing insight into the rebels’ operations. 

Hezbollah officials have denied any role in the conflict in 
recent months. A Hezbollah spokesman reached by phone in 
Beirut on Friday declined to comment on allegations that the 
group is involved in the Syria conflict. 

Lebanese government officials say Hezbollah has become 
deeply involved and is trying to keep its activities under 
wraps. Dozens of Hezbollah fighters have been killed in Syria, 
according to a Lebanese government official who is a member 
of the political bloc opposed to Hezbollah. 

The fighters who are killed in Syria do not receive the 
large public funerals that Hezbollah usually organizes for 
militants killed in clashes with the Israeli military. Instead, the 
“martyrs” are buried discreetly and families are urged not to 
talk about the circumstances of the death, three government 
officials said. All three of the officials are members of the 
political bloc opposed to Hezbollah. 

A number of families have complained bitterly to 
Hezbollah about the deaths of their relatives and their 
secretive burial, one of these officials said. There is a debate 
within the Lebanese Shiite community about the Syrian 
conflict, even among Hezbollah supporters, and some say that 
the fight in Syria does not have the same prestige as the fight 
against the Israelis. 

Obituaries for Hezbollah fighters have also started 
appearing in local newspapers such as al-Safir, one of these 

officials said, without the circumstances of the death being 
explained. 

There has been one notable exception to these discreet 
burials, according to Lokman Slim, a political activist who 
runs Hayya Bina, a civic initiative that aims to make Lebanese 
politics less sectarian, and is a frequent critic of Hezbollah. 

In early August, a senior Hezbollah military commander 
named Musa Ali Shehimi was killed in Syria, according to 
Slim, and a large funeral was held for him in Lebanon without 
specifying where or how he was killed. But the bodies of a 
handful of Hezbollah militants who were killed at the same 
time as Shehimi were returned to the families at different 
times, Slim says, in order to avoid unnecessary attention. 

A news site that appears to be run by Hezbollah 
supporters, al-Intiqad, ran an item about Shehimi’s funeral on 
Aug. 10 along with an alleged picture of the funeral. A 
handful of Hezbollah commandos are shown carrying a coffin 
draped in the Hezbollah flag in the photo with hundreds of 
people packed in the street behind them. The article notes that 
Shehimi “died while performing his jihadi duty” without 
giving any further details. 

The funeral was attended by Hezbollah parliamentarians 
Ali Fayyad and Ali Ammar, the article said, and Shehimi was 
buried in the “Garden of Martyrs” cemetery in Beirut, the 
same location where the group’s top military commander, 
Imad Mughniyah, who was assassinated mysteriously in 
Damascus in 2008, is reportedly buried. 

“Only this Shehimi was given a measure of a public 
funeral,” Slim said. “There’s a whole machine of how they’re 
administering these deaths.” 

Propaganda Efforts 
Hezbollah is also helping the Syrian government with its 

news and propaganda, Slim said. Communication specialists 
from Hezbollah’s TV station al-Manar are helping Syria’s 
official channel al-Ikhbariya present slick news packages with 
the government’s viewpoint. 

More worrying for some Lebanese are reports that 
Hezbollah is targeting Syrian opposition members near the 
border areas inside Lebanese territory. These reports could 
inflame sectarian tensions with Lebanese Sunnis. 

A clash between Syrian rebels and Hezbollah fighters 
inside Lebanese territory at the beginning of the summer left 
two Hezbollah fighters dead, according to a Lebanese former 
senior security official. 

But Hezbollah is trying to keep the peace at home, many 
observers say. The group has little interest in spreading 
sectarian strife inside Lebanon or destabilizing the government 
in which they play a key role. 

“Hezbollah doesn’t want to pick a fight inside Lebanon,” 
said Paul Salem, the head of the Carnegie Middle East Center 
in Beirut. 
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6. Israel Split On Military Action Against Iran, Say Top Analysts 
(THE HILL 26 SEP 12) ... Carlo Muñoz 

Despite the fiery rhetoric coming out of Jerusalem in 
recent weeks, Israel's ruling elite continue to be evenly split on 
whether to take military action against Iran's nuclear program. 

The split within Israel's circles of power is "not 
unprecedented, but unusual," given the country's increasingly 
hardline stance on Tehran's nuclear efforts, research analyst 
James Walsh told reporters on Tuesday. 
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Walsh co-authored a recent report by the Washington-
based Truman Center looking at the ramifications of a military 
strike against Iran's nuclear program. 

The report, endorsed by more than 30 national-security 
experts, claimed a U.S. or Israeli strike on Iran’s nuclear 
facilities could have unintended consequences that would lead 
to all-out war in the Middle East. 

Given its history in the region, Israel has a "lower risk 
threshold than other [countries] may have" concerning Iran's 
supposed efforts to build an atomic weapon, Walsh told 
reporters during the conference call on the report. 

That risk threshold has been on display in recent weeks, 
with Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu repeatedly 
suggesting Jerusalem was willing to take out Iranian nuclear 
targets with military force. 

However, according to Walsh, the schism within Israel's 
ruling class is over whether delaying the program is worth the 
severe repercussions that military action would almost surely 
ignite within the region. 

Those in Netanyahu's camp believe the delay is worth the 
risk, arguing a series of intermittent military strikes against its 
nuclear complexes will keep Tehran off balance and delay the 
program indefinitely. 

The strategy, as explained to Walsh by an Israeli security 
official, would be "just like mowing the lawn." 

But a series of continued strikes against Iran would only 
"strengthen their resolve" in a wave of nationalistic fervor, 
with the goal of making the country's nuclear ambitions a 
reality, Walsh said. 

Like Israel, Iran already sees itself as a "country on an 
island," largely isolated from the larger Arab world, according 
to Walsh. 

Any strike by Israel or others would immediately trigger 
"a rally around the flag" and bury Tehran's nuclear program 
further underground. 

On Wednesday, Iranian President Mahmoud 
Ahmadinejad told members of the United Nations' General 
Assembly that "continued threats by the uncivilized Zionist to 
resort to military action against our great nation is a clear 
example of this bitter reality." 

Iran says that its nuclear program is for peaceful purposes 
only, but the United States, Israel and their allies suspect Iran 
is seeking a nuclear weapon. 

However, Washington has been adamant that a diplomatic 
solution was the only way to resolve the Iran nuclear conflict. 

But, according to Walsh, intelligence experts in 
Washington and Jerusalem are "on the same page" regarding 
what actual effect a pre-emptive strike against Tehran would 
have on the program. 

Despite Netanyahu's bluster on military action, most agree 
that a strike against Iran's nuclear facilities would only delay 
the program for a year to four years at the most. 

To end the program completely, Israel, the United States 
and allies in the region would be forced to send ground troops 
into Iran, according to Walsh. 

Given the country's geographical size, the scope of the 
mission and Iran's willingness to fight off Western forces, the 
number of troops needed to carry out such a mission would 
exceed the number of U.S. troops in Afghanistan and Iraq 
combined. 
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7. Panetta To Meet With Arab Leaders On Friday 
(THE HILL 26 SEP 12) ... Carlo Muñoz 

Defense Secretary Leon Panetta is scheduled to meet with 
top leaders in the Arab world this week, as Washington and 
the Pentagon attempt to navigate through several rising 
national security threats in the region. 

Panetta will sit down with members of the Gulf 
Cooperation Council during the group's annual meeting in 
New York, DOD spokesman George Little told reporters on 
Tuesday at the Pentagon. 

It will be the second time in as many years that Panetta as 
met with the council, whose members include high-ranking 
diplomats from Saudi Arabia, Oman, Quatar, Kuwait, the 
United Arab Emirates and Bahrain. 

The meeting GCC talks will coincide with the United 
Nations' General Assembly meeting currently underway in 
New York. 

Panetta, along with Secretary of State Hillary Clinton, met 
with GCC leaders last year to discuss ways of extending 
American military and diplomatic cooperation with regional 
allies in the Mideast. 

While Little did not provide specifics on the agenda for 
this year's meeting during Tuesday's briefing, the general tenor 
of the talks will likely follow the same formula. 

That said, several front-burner issues from the escalating 
crisis in Syria to the deepening conflict between Iran and the 
international community over Tehran's nuclear program are 
expected to dominate Friday's meeting. 

A pair of massive explosions rocked the Syrian capitol of 
Damascus on Wednesday, with members of the Free Syrian 
Army claiming credit for the attack against the country's army 
and air force headquarters, according to recent reports. 

For over a year, the Free Syrian Army and other rebel 
factions have been waging a civil war against government 
forces loyal to Syrian president Bashar Assad. 

While rebel fighters have increasingly brought the fight to 
Assad's doorstep in Damascus, government forces have been 
mercilessly hammering away with heavy artillery and fighter 
jets against rebel positions in the northern Syria. 

The White House has steadily increased its non-lethal 
support, via communications equipment and intelligence 
assets, to the Syrian rebels in recent months. 

However, Washington has held off on supplying anti-
Assad forces with weapons directly, despite recent calls from 
Capitol Hill and inside Syria to do so. 

Several Arab nations, including a number of GCC 
members, have already begun funneling weaponry to rebel 
forces as the conflict has already begun to boil over into 
neighboring countries like Turkey and Iraq. 

Meanwhile, patience within the international community 
is growing thin on Iran's closed-door policy regarding its 
nuclear enrichment program. 
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Iran says that its nuclear program is for peaceful purposes 
only, but the United States, Israel and their allies suspect Iran 
is seeking a nuclear weapon. 

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has 
repeatedly suggesting Jerusalem was willing to take out 
Iranian nuclear targets with military force. 

However, Israel's ruling class remains evenly split on 
whether a preemptive strike against Tehran is worth the severe 

repercussions that military action would almost surely ignite 
within the region. 

American and Israeli intelligence have concluded that 
such an attack would not eliminate the nuclear program, but 
only delay it between one to four years. 

The Obama administration has been adamant that a 
combination of harsh economic sanctions coupled with a 
focused diplomatic effort was the only way to resolve the Iran 
nuclear conflict. 
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8. At U.N., Ahmadinejad Denounces Military Threats To Iran 
(WASHINGTON POST 27 SEP 12) ... Colum Lynch 

UNITED NATIONS — Iranian President Mahmoud 
Ahmadinejad, addressing the U.N. General Assembly on 
Wednesday for what was likely to be the last time, denounced 
military threats against Tehran by “uncivilized Zionists” and 
attacked Western leaders as handmaidens of the devil. 

But, for all the rhetoric, the Iranian leader’s speech was 
decidedly less provocative — and less notable — than his 
previous seven appearances at the U.N. 

The Iranian leader’s U.N. visit comes at a time of 
heightened tension between Israel, which has warned that 
Tehran is close to becoming a nuclear power, and Iran, which 
insists that its nuclear program is peaceful. Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, who is scheduled to address 
the General Assembly on Thursday, has urged President 
Obama to take a more confrontational stance toward Iran and 
to clarify a set of “red lines” that would trigger a military 
response to Iran’s nuclear developments. 

But in a speech that drew heavily on religion and history, 
Ahmadinejad devoted little attention to the nuclear clash, 
using his speech to advance Tehran’s case for a greater say in 
world affairs as the new leader of the Non-Aligned 
Movement, where it is serving a three-year term as chair. 

“There is no doubt that the world is in need of a new 
world order and a fresh way of thinking,” said Ahmadinejad, 
whose second and final term expires next year. “The current 
abysmal situation in the world and the bitter incidents of 
history are due mainly to the wrong management of the world 
and the self-proclaimed centers of power who have entrusted 
themselves to the devil.” 

Shortly before the speech, the United States said that it 
would boycott Ahmadinejad’s address because he had selected 

a Jewish holy day, Yom Kippur, to deliver it. Israeli 
diplomats, who do not work on Yom Kippur and who walked 
out of an earlier U.N. meeting on the rule of law to protest 
Iran’s presence, also did not attend. 

Several European delegations, who were represented by 
low-ranking diplomats and who were prepared to coordinate a 
walkout if provoked, sat through the lengthy speech. 

“Over the past couple of days, we’ve seen Mr. 
Ahmadinejad once again use his trip to the U.N. not to address 
the legitimate aspirations of the Iranian people but to instead 
spout paranoid theories and repulsive slurs against Israel,” said 
Erin Pelton, the spokeswoman for the U.S. mission to the 
United Nations. “It’s particularly unfortunate that Mr. 
Ahmadinejad will have the platform of the UNGA on Yom 
Kippur, which is why the United States decided not to attend.” 

In his address, Ahmadinejad returned to a familiar theme 
on the excesses of American power in the world but did not 
specifically name the United States, instead denouncing big-
power domination of the U.N. Security Council, 
“unilateralism, application of double standards, and 
impositions of wars, instability and occupations to ensure 
economic interests.” 

Ahmadinejad made passing reference to some of his more 
controversial statements — recalling his proposal to conduct a 
fact-finding mission to investigate the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist 
attacks — and criticized the United States for “killing and 
throwing the culprit into the sea without trial.” 

But he ended with a reference to Scripture, saying “the 
Almighty God” will deliver the world’s people to a life of 
“peace and security.” 
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9. Netanyahu Brings Fears About Iran To U.N. 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 27 SEP 12) ... Aron Heller 

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu will make his 
case against Iran before the United Nations General Assembly 
on Thursday, arguing that time is quickly running out to stop 
the Islamic Republic from becoming a nuclear power and the 
threat of force must be seriously considered. 

His demand that President Barack Obama declare "red 
lines" that would trigger an American attack on Iran's nuclear 
facilities has been rejected in Washington and sparked a public 
rift between the two leaders. 

Netanyahu claims international diplomatic efforts and 
economic sanctions have failed. His time at the U.N. podium 
gives him an opportunity in front of the international 
community to press his case once again, perhaps in a final plea 

before Israel takes matters into its own hands. Israeli leaders 
have issued a series of warnings in recent weeks suggesting 
that if Iran's uranium enrichment program continues it may 
soon stage a unilateral military strike, flouting even American 
wishes. 

The Obama administration has urgently sought to hold off 
Israeli military action, which would likely result in the U.S. 
being pulled into a conflict and cause regionwide mayhem on 
the eve of American elections. 

Such an attack would almost certainly lead to retaliatory 
Iranian missile strikes on Israeli population centers. On 
Sunday, Iranian leaders suggested they may strike Israeli 
preemptively if they feel threatened. 
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Israel considers a nuclear-armed Iran to be an existential 
threat, citing Iranian calls for Israel's destruction, Iran's 
development of missiles capable of striking the Jewish state 
and its support for hostile Arab militant groups. 

Also Thursday, on the sidelines of the General Assembly, 
key figures will gather for a Friends of Yemen meeting that 
will be co-chaired by British Foreign Secretary William 
Hague, Yemen's President Abed Rabbo Mansour Hadi and 
Saudi Arabia's Deputy Foreign Ministe Abdulaziz bin 
Abdullah Abdullah. The meeting will produce a communique 
aimed at generating support for Hadi, who took office in 
February after more than a year of political turmoil and is now 
trying to steer his country's democratic transition. 

Later, political directors from the United States, Russia, 
China, Britain, France and Germany will be meeting on the 
Iranian nuclear issue. 

A few hours before Netanyahu flew to the U.S., Iranian 
leader Mahmoud Ahmadinejad, known for past fiery 
denunciations of the United States and Israel, spoke at length 
about his vision for a "new world order" during his speech at 
the U.N. His speech on Wednesday happened to fall on Yom 
Kippur, the most sacred day on the Jewish calendar, devoted 
to fasting, prayer and introspection. 

Netanyahu issued a statement condemning the speech 
soon after the fast ended. "On the day when we pray to be 
inscribed in the book of life a platform was given to a 
dictatorial regime that strives, at every opportunity, to 
sentence us to death," Netanyahu said. 'In my remarks to the 
U.N. General Assembly, they will hear my response. History 
has proven that those who have wanted to wipe us off the map 
have failed, as the Jewish People have overcome all 
obstacles," Netanyahu said. 

Netanyahu has said he is going to the U.N. to draw 
attention to what Israel perceives as the Iranian threat. 
Speaking to his Cabinet on Sunday, he said at the U.N. he 
would "reiterate that the most dangerous country in the world 
must not be allowed to arm itself with the most dangerous 
weapon in the world." He did not elaborate. 

On Tuesday, the Maariv daily reported that Netanyahu 
would present his own "red lines" to the world body. It said 
Netanyahu would spell out what limits the international 
community should set for Iran to prevent it from becoming a 
nuclear power and how long that will take. Netanyahu has 
never laid out these limits precisely. 

Iran insists its nuclear program is for peaceful purposes 
but Israel, the U.S. and other Western allies reject the claim. 
Four rounds of U.N. sanctions have already been placed on 
Iran. 

A U.N. report last month only reinforced Israeli fears, 
finding that Iran has moved more of its uranium enrichment 
activities into fortified bunkers deep underground where they 

are impervious to air attack. Enrichment is a key activity in 
building a bomb, though it has other uses as well, such as 
producing medical isotopes. 

While Israel is convinced that Iran is pursuing a nuclear 
weapon, American officials believe Iran has not yet made a 
final decision to take the plunge, even as it develops much of 
the infrastructure needed to do so. 

Obama has repeatedly said he will not allow Iran to gain 
nuclear weapons and has said the U.S. would be prepared to 
use force as a last resort. But in an interview Sunday with "60 
Minutes" he also vowed to "block out any noise that's out 
there" on the issue, in an apparent swipe at Netanyahu. 

Israel's timeline for military action is shorter than that of 
the United States, which has far more powerful bunker-busting 
bombs at its disposal, and there is great suspicion in Israel 
over whether in the moment of truth Obama will follow 
through on his pledge. 

Netanyahu has a history of fiery speeches at the U.N. 
General Assembly. 

In 2009, he waved the blueprints for the Nazi death camp 
Aushwitz and invoked the memory of his own family 
members murdered by the Nazis while making his case against 
Iran's Holocaust denial and threats to destroy Israel. 

To those who remained at the General Assembly while 
Iranian President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad spoke, he chastised: 
"Have you no shame? Have you no decency?" 

And last year, he warned the world about the threat of 
militant Islam and Iran. 

During his three-day visit, Netanyahu is scheduled to 
meet with U.N. Secretary-General Ban Ki-Moon, EU foreign 
policy chief Catherine Ashton, Canadian Prime Minister 
Stephen Harper — who recently expelled the Iranian 
ambassador from his country — and U.S. Secretary of State 
Hillary Clinton. He is not scheduled to meet Obama. 

Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas is also set to speak 
in New York. The Palestinian leader is expected to ask the 
United Nation's General Assembly to vote on recognizing 
Palestine as an observer state in November. 

Abbas has said he wants to put off a vote until after U.S. 
elections to avoid entangling the Palestinian statehood bid in 
presidential politics. 

"I'm not in the U.N. to delegitimize Israel but to present 
the two state solution," Abbas told U.S. Jewish community 
leaders last week at a meeting by the S. Daniel Abraham 
Center for Middle East Peace. "I want to have Palestine as a 
nonmember state." said. 

Abbas' relatively low-key approach is in contrast to last 
year when he was at center stage with his attempt to win full 
membership in the world body. That application failed to win 
enough support in the Security Council. 
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ASIA – PACIFIC: 
10. Noda Vows No Compromise As Japan, China Dig In On Islands Row 
(REUTERS 26 SEP 12) ... Chris Buckley and Paul Eckert 

NEW YORK/BEIJING -- Japan will not compromise on 
the islands at the heart of a dispute with China as Tokyo 
already has sovereignty over them, Prime Minister Yoshihiko 

Noda said on Wednesday after China's foreign minister 
angrily declared the islets were "sacred territory." 

"As for the Senkakus, they are an inherent part of our 
territory in light of history and also under international law," 
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Noda said of the rocky islets China claims as the Diaoyu 
Islands in a bitter spat between Asia's two biggest economies. 

"There are no territorial issues as such. Therefore, there 
cannot be any compromise that represents a retreat from this 
position," he told a news conference in New York after 
attending the U.N. General Assembly. 

Earlier on Wednesday, Chinese state media said China 
had claimed the uninhabited and remote islands in the East 
China Sea as its "sacred territory since ancient times" in talks 
between the two countries' foreign ministers in New York. 

Sino-Japanese relations have deteriorated sharply since 
Japan bought the islands from their private owner, hurting 
bilateral trade ties and tourism while sparking protests across 
China. 

In hour-long talks on the sidelines of the United Nations 
on Tuesday night, Japanese Foreign Minister Koichiro Gemba 
urged China to exercise restraint over the dispute. Japanese 
diplomats described the meeting as "tense," as Gemba endured 
a stern lecture from Chinese Foreign Minister Yang Jiechi. 

Noda noted that Taiwan also claimed the islands - 
believed to be located in waters rich in natural gas deposits - 
which Japan has administered since 1895. He said Tokyo 
would handle the dispute carefully to protect relations with its 
neighbors. 

"We will make sure that these cases will not affect 
adversely our bilateral relationship. We shall maintain reason 
and try to resolve the issues calmly and make sure there is 
good communication between us," he added. 

Japan's Chief Cabinet Secretary Osamu Fujimura told a 
news conference in Tokyo the two sides had agreed to keep 
talking. 

"There is no magic bullet in foreign diplomacy. We need 
to hold talks through various channels taking into account of 
broad perspective," he said. 

Noda voiced frustration that he had "repeatedly explained 
to China our reason for purchasing the islands, but regrettably 
this has to this day not been accepted by China," and instead 
led to attacks on Japanese citizens and businesses in China. 

"I must say clearly to China that there is no excuse for 
violence and strongly urge China to protect Japan's citizens 
and business," Noda said. 

Japanese automakers Toyota Motor Corp, Nissan Motor 
Co Ltd and Suzuki are curtailing production in China as a 
result of the protests, which have forced the shuttering of 
dealerships and darkened their sales prospects in the world's 
top car market. 

China's meetings with Japanese diplomats - both at the 
United Nations and in Beijing - suggest that Beijing does not 

want the row over the island chain to lead to a rupture in 
relations, in what has been dubbed the Year of Japan-China 
Friendship. 

However, patrol vessels from Japan and China have been 
playing a tense game of cat-and-mouse in the waters near the 
disputed islands, raising concerns that an unintended collision 
or other incident could escalate into a broader clash. 

And the unyielding tone of China's published remarks 
suggests the dispute is far from over. 

"The Japanese move is a gross violation of China's 
territorial integrity and sovereignty, an outright denial of the 
outcomes of victory of the world anti-fascist war and a grave 
challenge to the post-war international order," China's official 
Xinhua news agency quoted Foreign Minister Yang as saying. 

Retreat Difficult 
Sino-Japanese ties have long been plagued by China's 

bitter memories of Japanese military aggression in the 1930s 
and 40s, as well as its present rivalry over regional resources 
and influence. 

The current row coincides with domestic dynamics that 
make it hard for either side to retreat. While China undergoes 
a once-in-a-decade leadership change, Noda's ruling party 
faces a drubbing in an election expected within months. 

The Japanese prime minister is under fire from the main 
opposition party, which picked former prime minister and 
security hawk Shinzo Abe as its new leader on Wednesday. 

Abe has been most vocal of the candidates in urging 
Tokyo take a tougher line in territorial disputes with both 
China and South Korea, but on Wednesday he struck a 
balanced tone. 

"We must show our will to firmly protect our territorial 
waters and Senkaku amid China's movements," he told a news 
conference after being elected party chief. 

But Abe added: "Even if our national interests clash, we 
should acknowledge that we need each other and control the 
situation while thinking things strategically. My stance on this 
has not changed." 

Japan, which says the purchase of the islands was 
intended to fend off a more provocative bid by the nationalist 
governor of Tokyo, is trying to keep channels of 
communication open. 

China has postponed a ceremony to mark the 40th 
anniversary of the resumption of diplomatic ties with Japan, 
but an official at the Japan-China Economic Association said 
Toyota Motor Chairman Fujio Cho and Hiromasa Yonekura, 
chairman of the Japanese business lobby Keidanren, and other 
representatives of friendship groups, would attend an event on 
Thursday in Beijing. 
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11. China's First Aircraft Carrier Set For Extended Sea Trials 
(SOUTH CHINA MORNING POST (HONG KONG) 27 SEP 12) ... Choi Choi-yuk 

China's first aircraft carrier, the Liaoning, will undergo a 
longer period of sea trials than those already conducted by the 
company that refitted it before it can train with planes, 
submarines and frigates to form a battle group, the People's 
Liberation Army Daily reported yesterday. 

The army mouthpiece also sought to assure the 
international community that the carrier, which was handed 
over to the PLA Navy on Tuesday but which as yet carries no 

aircraft, would pose no threat to the world, and China's 
military strategy remains focused on self-defence. 

Senior Captain Zhang Junshe , deputy director of the 
Naval Military Studies Research Institute, said it may take 
three years or more before the Liaoning could develop combat 
capabilities. 

"Even for the U.S. Navy, it would take two to three years 
for a new aircraft carrier to develop combat capabilities," 
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Zhang said. "It may take longer for the Chinese navy, which 
has never had experience with an aircraft carrier before." 

Dr Fang Bing , associate professor at the PLA's National 
Defence University, said the carrier would undergo a series of 
sea trials to verify the results of 10 trials carried out by its 
refitter, state-owned China Shipbuilding Industry Corporation, 
since August. They would focus on ensuring the smooth 
functioning of equipment, and be followed by trials related to 
military goals. 

It would then train with submarines, frigates and planes to 
eventually form a battle group. 

Even so, the carrier would remain a training vessel. 
Meng Xiangqing, a researcher at the National Defence 

University, told the newspaper that the carrier bears the hull 
number 16 to indicate it was purely for training purposes. He 
said all combat ships were given triple-digit hull numbers. The 
only other PLA vessels with double-digit hull numbers are two 
training ships in Dalian. 

Fang said the refitting of the second-hand Soviet carrier, 
which took seven years, was meant to help China build its 
own carriers in the future. 

"I always use this analogy. It is like we buy a half-
finished house because we have never built a house. We first 
learn how to fix the electricity, water and the heating in the 
building ... and refurbish it so it can be used. When we know 
the structure of the house, we can learn how to build our own 
houses," Fang said. 

A commentary on the front page of the PLA Daily said 
the carrier was a symbol of China's "big nation" status, with 
all five permanent members of the UN Security Council, and 
Brazil and India, having at least one carrier. 

It remains unclear what kind of aircraft the Liaoning will 
carry. Senior Colonel Du Wenlong , a researcher at the 
Academy of Military Sciences, told the People's Daily website 
that older aircraft such as the J-11 would be a good choice. 

Return to Index 
 

12. China Carrier 'More Stepping-Stone' Than Milestone 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 26 SEP 12) 

The debut of China's first aircraft carrier marks a 
symbolic milestone for the growing military power, but 
analysts said the second-hand vessel remains far from a 
strategic game-changer. 

China officially put the vessel into service on Tuesday, 
flexing its muscle just as Asian maritime rivalries are at 
boiling point with China and Japan locked in an increasingly 
hostile dispute over islands in the East China Sea. 

China's military and political leadership have portrayed 
the 300-metre (990-foot) "Liaoning" as a quantum leap 
forward in naval capability at a time when the United States 
says it is making a strategic "pivot" toward Asia. 

But without the rest of the battle group or the planes to go 
with it, the new hardware is more of a symbolic first step that 
may give the navy some prestige but does not dramatically 
change its military options, analysts say. 

At a commissioning ceremony in the northeastern port of 
Dalian, Premier Wen Jiabao called the carrier's launch a 
"milestone" in Chinese military history and weapons 
development. 

Yang Yi, a rear admiral in China's navy, said in a 
commentary in state-run media that the hulking vessel moves 
the country closer to fulfilling a national destiny to "not only 
be a land power but also a sea power.” 

Tensions in the East China Sea have risen dramatically in 
recent months over islands known as the Diaoyus to Beijing 
and claimed by Tokyo as the Senkakus. 

China is locked in a similar row with Vietnam and the 
Philippines in the South China Sea. 

With the carrier, "China will have more variable ways, 
both strong and soft, to solve the disputes in the East and 
South China seas,” Qiao Liang, an air force major general and 
leading author on military affairs, told state media. 

Analysts note that China still lacks proven carrier-borne 
aircraft and that the second-hand retro-fitted ship brings China 
little closer to developing its own carrier force. 

"This carrier is more of a stepping stone for further 
development," said Arthur Ding, a Taiwan-based expert on 
China's military. 

Ding said the vessel would have a "psychological impact" 
on the region due to its symbolism, but was "unlikely to 
change the overall balance of power overnight" as it was 
intended mainly as a training platform for any future Chinese-
made carrier. 

Ukraine built the vessel for its navy in the 1980s, 
eventually selling its stripped-down hulk to Beijing in 1998. It 
was later towed to China, which installed engines and 
navigation systems. 

But developing fixed-wing aircraft and training pilots 
capable of landing on the carrier is another matter, Ralph 
Cossa, a military analyst with the Center for Strategic and 
International Studies in Honolulu, told AFP. 

"Carrier operations are not easy. Refitting the ship is one 
thing. Developing a carrier-based air wing is another," he said. 

China is developing J-15 strike aircraft, possibly for use 
on the carrier. Pictures have emerged on Chinese websites of 
aircraft on the carrier's flight deck, but China's capabilities are 
unproven. 

"You cannot call a ship an aircraft carrier without 
aircraft," Qiao was quoted by state media as saying, although 
he added that he was confident China would soon be able to 
field a carrier-based air wing. 

The Liaoning - named for the northeastern Chinese 
province - is not expected to be a fully operational aircraft 
carrier for another three years at least, and a domestically 
made carrier is even further in the future. 

China has become increasingly assertive over its longtime 
maritime territorial claims as its economic and military power 
have expanded, causing rising anxiety among its neighbours. 

But even when it is operational, the Liaoning has little 
hope of countering the smaller but technologically superior 
U.S.-backed Japan Maritime Self-Defence Force, letting alone 
the U.S. Seventh Fleet, Cossa said. 

"I can't see them trying to sail their unarmed carrier into 
the East China Sea to pressure the Japanese, not for a few 
more years anyway," he said. 
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Still, analysts said China has to start somewhere and the 
Liaoning will "add some prestige" and allow the Chinese navy 
to "cast a bigger shadow" on the region's seas, Cossa said. 

At the very least, this could give China a further 
intimidating edge over its smaller rivals, such as the 
Philippines, he added. 
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13. China Serious About Naval Meeting 
(NEW STRAITS TIMES (MALAYSIA) 26 SEP 12) ... Adrian David 

KUALA LUMPUR -- The presence of a very high-
ranking Chinese officer at an international naval symposium 
for the first time demonstrates the country's seriousness in 
preserving peace in the Pacific Ocean. 

Defence Minister Datuk Seri Dr Ahmad Zahid Hamidi 
said the People's Liberation Army of China's deputy navy 
chief Vice-Admiral Ding Yi Ping had made his presence felt 
at the five-day Western Pacific Naval Symposium at a hotel 
here. 

"I have been told that this is the first time that China has 
despatched such a senior level naval officer to an event of 
such a magnitude. 

"Ding's presence and that of very high-ranking officers 
from other countries, like United States Pacific Fleet 

commander, Admiral Cecil D. Haney, signifies the recognition 
and their commitment to engage in military diplomacy to 
resolve conflicts and territorial disputes constructively," he 
said, after opening the 13th biennial symposium yesterday. 

Zahid was referring to the on-going tense disputes 
between Japan, China and Taiwan on the Diaoyu/Shenkaku 
Islands in the East China Sea, and between China, Taiwan and 
several Asean countries over the Spratly Islands in the South 
China Sea. 

The symposium, themed "Enhancing Interoperability and 
Professional Cooperation,” is being attended by 14 navy 
chiefs, three deputies, two fleet commanders and two senior 
admirals from 21 member countries and four observers. 

Return to Index 
 

14. Civilians Take Test Rides On Osprey Before Okinawa Deployment 
(KYODO NEWS 27 SEP 12) 

IWAKUNI, Japan -- Japanese civilians took test rides 
Thursday on the U.S. military's Osprey aircraft at a base in 
Iwakuni, southwestern Japan, ahead of their controversial 
deployment to Okinawa. 

The rides took place at the U.S. Marine Corps' Iwakuni 
Air Station in Yamaguchi Prefecture, where 12 MV-22 
Ospreys are temporarily stationed, amid persistent safety 
concerns over their scheduled deployment at the Marines' 
Futenma Air Station. 

In a bid to demonstrate the aircraft's safety, the U.S. side 
arranged the test rides primarily for officials of Okinawa and 
Yamaguchi prefectures. 

Some 90 Japanese participants took part in the test rides, 
including 12 lawmakers, aviation experts and members of the 
media. 

However, the mayor of Iwakuni, the governors of 
Yamaguchi and Okinawa, and municipal officials from 
Okinawa Prefecture shied away from taking part in the event. 

The first flights took off from the base around 10:30 a.m. 
and lasted some 20 minutes. 

The aircraft, which can take off and land like a helicopter 
and cruise like a fixed-wing airplane, are expected to be 
operated on a full-scale basis at the Futenma base in Ginowan 
from mid-October. 

On Wednesday, the Defense Ministry notified authorities 
in Okinawa that the tilt-rotor aircraft will be deployed at the 
base possibly from Friday, though some delay is expected due 
to a typhoon approaching Okinawa. 

As safety concerns linger after two Osprey crashes earlier 
this year, the Japanese and U.S. governments have agreed to 
have the Ospreys avoid flying over land as much as possible 
on their move from Iwakuni to Futenma. 

The 12 Ospreys now at the Iwakuni base will fly to 
Futenma over the course of two days, with six flights a day, 
U.S. military sources said. 
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AFRICA: 
15. Kenyan Navy Hits Somali Rebels Ahead Of Main Offensive 
(REUTERS 26 SEP 12) ... Duncan Miriri 

NAIROBI -- Kenya said its navy hit military targets 
belonging to al Shabaab militants in the port of Kismayu in 
south Somalia on Wednesday, ahead of a ground assault on 
the rebels' last bastion. 

Along with forces from Uganda, Burundi and Djibouti, 
Kenyan troops have been battling the al Qaeda-linked fighters 
as part of an African Union peace keeping force tasked with 
wiping out the rebels from their strongholds. 

Kenyan military spokesman Cyrus Oguna said the 
Kenyan navy shelled rebel gun placements on the jetty at 
Kismayu on Wednesday morning, after fighter jets launched 

air strikes on a warehouse and armoury near the airport on 
Tuesday. 

"It is what we call shaping up operations for the eventual 
attack on Kismayu. The attack by ground forces is not yet 
(on). What we hit yesterday are targets we have been mapping 
for some time," Oguna told Reuters. 

Local residents confirmed both the air strikes and the 
shelling. Oguna said there were no immediate details of any 
casualties. 

"We have information that there were a lot of explosions 
after the warehouse was hit and the armoury as well so these 
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were basically munitions and guns, mainly machine guns and 
anti aircraft guns," he said. 

Kenya sent its troops into Somalia last October after the 
rebels were blamed for carrying out a series of raids on 
Kenyan soil targeting its security forces as well as western 
tourists. 

The Kenyans, who are expected to lead the assault on 
Kismayu, are now within 40-50 km (24-30 miles) of the port 
city at Jana Cabdallah. 

"As and when the time is right, they will begin to march 
towards Kismayu," Oguna said. 

Somalia has made progress in the past year in battling the 
Islamist militants who had taken control of large swathes of 
south-central Somalia from 2007. 

The Horn of Africa country elected a new president 
earlier this month, but still faces security challenges, mainly 
bomb attacks carried out by al Shabaab. 
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MARINE CORPS: 
16. Training For The Next Libya, Marine Teams Wary Of Budget Cuts 
(REUTERS 26 SEP 12) ... Andrea Shalal-Esa 

CHESAPEAKE, Virginia -- Shells fly and firing range 
instructors yell at the young Marines who are in their second 
day of security forces training at the edge of the Great Dismal 
Swamp that straddles the border between Virginia and North 
Carolina. 

"Look what you just did. Hurry up! Let's go. Do it all 
over," barks one instructor who is helping prepare Marine 
security forces like those called to protect the U.S. Embassy in 
Tripoli after an attack on the U.S. Consulate in the Libyan city 
of Benghazi killed the U.S. ambassador and three other 
Americans. 

The goal, says Gunnery Sergeant Todd Leahey, is to 
create exactly the kind of frantic environment the 19- and 20-
year-old Marines would face if they were called in to liberate a 
U.S. embassy or ship that had been taken over by militants. 

"Obviously they're going to go in there and it's going to 
be very stressful," he told reporters as the next round of firing 
drills continued. "They've got to be able to differentiate 
between the enemy combatants and the non-hostile 
occupants." 

Marine Corps officials say the intense training done at 
this site in Chesapeake, Virginia is imperative to ensure the 
young Marines will be ready to respond to threats against U.S. 
facilities on a moment's notice. But, they say, looming budget 
cuts may threaten the pace and realism of the training. 

The men who serve in the Marine Corps Fleet Anti-
terrorism Security Teams (FAST) sign up for an extra, fifth 
year of service to get a spot on the high-speed force, then 
spend nearly four weeks of 10-hour days training at this Cold 
War-era Navy listening station. There are no women on the 
teams since they are drawn from the infantry, which is still off 
limits to women. 

During training, the future security force Marines face off 
against angry rioters played by fellow Marines shouting "Go 
back to your country. We don't want you here." They get hit in 
the face with pepper spray, and their thighs are whacked by 
batons. 

They learn to stay calm while rapidly firing shotguns, 
rifles, pistols and machine guns -- even when their weapons 
jam -- and when to swap rubber bullets for the real thing. 

And when they are done, they spend seven months 
guarding the U.S. naval base in Guantanamo, Cuba, or waiting 
at one of three overseas U.S. bases in Spain, Bahrain and 
Japan to respond to events just like the attack on the U.S. 
consulate in Benghazi. A separate platoon was also dispatched 
to the U.S. Embassy in Yemen. 

The FAST companies are largely defensive forces created 
in 1987 and have been used regularly to provide a quick 
response to incidents such as the Liberian civil war in the 
1990s, embassy bombings in Kenya and Tanzania in 1998 and 
the attack on the USS Cole in Yemen in 2000. Once in place, 
they augment or complement the efforts of special operations 
forces. 

But officials say the live-fire exercises and other training 
that get the FAST Marines ready for overseas assignments 
may be cut if U.S. lawmakers do not act in time to avert $500 
billion in across-the-board budget cuts due to start taking 
effect in January -- on top of $487 billion in reductions already 
planned. 

The Marine Corps has 18 50-man FAST platoons, of 
which eight are stationed overseas at any given time, and there 
are no current plans to reduce the number. 

That could change if the extra budget cuts required under 
a process called sequestration take effect, and funds for 
training with real ammunition will almost certainly be 
curtailed. 

Marine Corps Commandant General James Amos told 
Reuters earlier this month that the Marines would protect 
funding for troops deployed overseas, but the cuts would have 
a significant effect on procurement, training and the ability of 
the service to respond to multiple crises at once. 

"Sequestration would severely impact our ability to 
maintain the same level of readiness," said Lieutenant Colonel 
Matt Morgan, spokesman for U.S. Marine Corps Forces 
Command, which oversees the training of the FAST teams and 
Marines that will guard nuclear weapons sites. 

"If we have fewer platoons then we have less capacity to 
respond, and commanders would have to look at where they 
would accept risks," he said. 

At the moment, the young Marines training to become 
security forces get lots of practice, first with "simunition" -- a 
kind of sophisticated paintball -- and then real ammunition. 
They run through hundreds of scenarios they might encounter 
in the field. 

Captain Michael Jevons, a former FAST platoon 
commander who now serves as the executive officer for 
security forces training at the Virginia facility, said leaders at 
the site were keeping a close eye on the budget debates in 
Washington. 

He said officials would have to get more creative about 
the training techniques they used if their funding was cut, 
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including limiting the amount of training with real 
ammunition. "If we don't get ammo, we'll do more dry runs." 

Todd Harrison, an analyst with the Center for Strategic 
and Budgetary Assessments in Washington, said sequestration 
is expected to have a big impact on training and equipment 
maintenance, needed to maintain military readiness. 

"Readiness is operation of the equipment, actual training, 
live fire exercises," he said. "It's how ready you are to go into 
combat." 

Lance Corporal Seth Morgan, 19, is only on his second 
day of training at the Chesapeake site, but says the repetition 
is exactly what helps get the men ready for their jobs. 

"It's pretty stressful. But once you get used to it and you 
get it down, it gets easier from there," said Morgan, who hails 
from Ridgeway, Virginia and has two brothers who also serve 
in the Marines. 
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SURFACE FLEET: 
17. U.S. Navy: 4 Missile Cruisers To Remain In Service 
(DEFENSE NEWS 26 SEP 12) ... Christopher P. Cavas 

Four Aegis missile cruisers scheduled to end their active 
careers in March will instead be kept in service, the U.S. Navy 
said Sept. 26. 

The ships — the Cowpens, Anzio, Vicksburg and Port 
Royal — were to be decommissioned as part of a budget 
drawdown. 

But three of the four congressional defense committees 
objected to the cuts, expressing concerns about weakening the 
fleet. 

The Navy, while acknowledging “fiscal and readiness 
implications” in keeping the ships in service, has agreed to 
keep the ships running — for now. 

“The Navy will work with Congress to resolve these 
concerns,” Lt. Courtney Hillson, a Navy spokesperson at the 
Pentagon, said late on Sept. 26. 

“The Navy intends to retain these ships in service pending 
completion of the fiscal year 2013 authorization and 
appropriation process, or other agreement with Congress,” 
Hillson added. 

Completion of the 2013 defense bills has been put off 
and, before recessing for the elections, the House and Senate 
each approved a continuing resolution (CR) to keep the 
government running for six months through March 31. The 
CR does not specifically address individual ship deactivations. 

In addition to the four ships, three more cruisers and two 
amphibious ships are scheduled to be decommissioned in 
2014. The new agreement does not address the 2014 ships. 

In the markups for their 2013 defense bills, three of the 
defense committees offer variations on a plan to keep the ships 
running. 

The House Armed Services Committee prohibits early 
retirement of six of the cruisers and the two amphibious ships. 
The exception is the Port Royal, heavily damaged after 
grounding in Hawaii in early 2009 and, despite expensive 
repairs, still experiencing problems. 

The House Appropriations Committee provided funding 
to keep in service three of the cruisers scheduled to 
decommission in March. 

The Senate Appropriations Committee funds all four 
cruisers through 2013. 

Only the Senate Armed Services Committee is silent on 
the issue — by implication not objecting to the early 
retirements. 

Each of the cruisers have a crew of about 350 Sailors. 
News that the ships will be kept in service will affect 
numerous individual personnel assignments. 

The Cowpens, based in Japan, is currently underway in 
the Western Pacific. 

The Norfolk-based Anzio is taking part in an international 
exercise in the Caribbean, while the Mayport-based Vicksburg 
is escorting the aircraft carrier Enterprise deployed around the 
Arabian Sea. 

The Port Royal is believed to be at her homeport of Pearl 
Harbor, Hawaii. 

Carrier Work Continues 
Congress and the Navy have also agreed on a measure to 

avoid a serious funding problem caused by the lack of a 
regular budget that could have caused work on one aircraft 
carrier to come to a halt and prevented work beginning on 
another. 

At issue was the refueling overhaul of the carrier 
Theodore Roosevelt. The ship is now in the later stages of a 
three-and-a-half-year nuclear refueling overhaul at Newport 
News Shipbuilding in Virginia. Without congressional 
approval for extra money to complete the work, funds would 
run out around mid-January for a job that will take until June 
to finish. 

The next carrier to be refueled, the Abraham Lincoln, 
already has arrived in Virginia from her West Coast base, and 
her overhaul is to begin with fiscal 2013 funds. 

But before adjourning for recess, Congress approved a 
Sept. 18 Navy reprogramming request, allocating $219.1 
million for the two carrier overhauls along with some other 
work. 

“With Congress’ assistance, we have sufficient funding to 
keep the aircraft carrier refueling overhaul program for USS 
Theodore Roosevelt (CVN 71) and USS Abraham Lincoln 
(CVN 72) on track through the completion of the six-month 
CR period,” Hillson said. 

According to a Congressional source, the reprogramming 
request included $68 million for the Roosevelt and $96.1 
million to get the Lincoln overhaul started. 

Another $55 million has been re-allocated to the DDG 
1000 Zumwalt-class destroyer program to cover increased 
labor and overhead costs. 

Congress agreed to the requirement for the additional 
destroyer program funds in the 2012 omnibus funding bill, but 
did not provide money for the program. 

The funds for the programming, the Congressional source 
said, came from personnel accounts where budgeting 
assumptions “turned out to be lower than budgeted for.” 
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The accounts funding the $219.1 million reprogramming 
are Military Personnel Navy ($138.1 million), Military 
Personnel Marine Corps ($70 million) and Military Personnel 
Marine Reserve Corps ($11 million). 

No programs are being reduced because of the 
reprogramming moves, the Congressional source said. 
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18. Warship Essex Getting $108 Million Overhaul At NASSCO 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 26 SEP 12) ... Gary Robbins 

The amphibious assault ship Essex -- which experienced a 
collision at sea in May while en route to its new homeport of 
San Diego -- will undergo a $107 million overhaul at General 
Dynamics-NASSCO, the largest repair job the yard has done 
in almost two years. The overhaul is largely meant to fix and 
upgrade a ship that's gotten a lot of wear and tear while 
transporting Marines, and handling air operations from Harrier 
jets and helicopters. 

The Essex spent about 12 years forward deployed in 
Japan, where its service included providing humanitarian 
relief after a 9.0 earthquake hit that country in March 2011. A 
deadly tsunami followed. The 847-foot warship was earlier 
home-ported in San Diego, and had carried out several 

deployments to the western Pacific, including Operation 
Southern Watch, in which the ship helped enforce a no-fly 
zone over southern Iraq led by the United Nations. 

Esssex shifted back to San Diego this spring, and the San 
Diego-ship Bonhomme Richard took her place in Japan. 
Bonhomme Richard underwent a $100 million overhaul at 
NASSCO in late 2010 and early 2011. In May, Essex collided 
with the tanker Yukon during a refueling operation off 
Southern California. Capt. Chuck Litchfield, the commander 
of Essex, was later fired by the Navy. 

The Defense Department announced earlier this week that 
NASSCO also has been awarded $18.3 million to upgrade the 
San Diego-based amphibious assault ship Makin Island. 
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AVIATION: 
19. U.S. Navy To Add Sensor Fusion To Super Hornet Fleet 
(FLIGHTGLOBAL (UK) 26 SEP 12) ... Dave Majumdar 

WASHINGTON, D.C. -- The U.S. Navy has embarked 
upon an incremental programme to add sensor fusion 
capabilities to its fleet of Boeing F/A-18E/F Super Hornets, 
the first of which began operational testing this July. 

"MSI [Multi-Sensor Integration] Phase I will be released 
to the fleet with Software Configuration Set (SCS) H8E in the 
2013 timeframe and incorporates sensors for the air-to-ground 
mission," Naval Air Systems Command (NAVAIR) says. 
"The H8E System Configuration Set (SCS) software block 
upgrade for the F/A-18E/F Super Hornet and EA-18G 
Growler began operational test in July 2012." 

MSI Phase I begins the process of fusing information 
generated by the Super Hornet's air-to-surface oriented sensors 
with data entered into the system from off-board sources such 
as data-links. 

But Phase I is only the beginning, the USN is planning to 
further enhance the F/A-18E/F sensor fusion capabilities with 
the next increment of MSI. 

"MSI Phase II improves upon the design from Phase I and 
incorporates air-to-air in to the overall systems architecture," 
NAVAIR says. "Software algorithm development continues to 
correlate multiple ground and surface tracks from on-ship to 
off-ship sensor sources and to begin integration with the 
common tactical picture." It will also expand track and 
correlation from emitting targets and tracks to "improve 
lethality against stationary or moving targets" according the 
USN budget documents. 

Phase II is set to be incorporated into fleet Super Hornet 
squadrons with the release of the H10E software set. "MSI 
Phase II is currently flying in developmental test aircraft and 
will be fielded in fiscal year 14," NAVAIR says. 

The next MSI phase will add counter-electronic attack 
(CEA) and an enhanced air-to-air tactical picture, according to 
USN budget documents. 

"MSI Phase III utilizes previous MSI upgrades and 
combines them in H12 System Configuration 

Set with display improvements to enhance A/A & CEA 
sensor integration," the document reads. 

The USN envisions firmware upgrades for the displays 
which would allow the aircraft's processors to be fully utilized. 
Those would be coupled with improved display symbology 
and crew vehicle interface. MSI Phase III capability would be 
common to the F/A-18E/F and EA-18G. Boeing has 
previously suggested that its large area display could be 
considered for incorporation into the USN Super Hornet fleet 
as part of those improvements. 

In addition to MSI, the USN is working to add single-ship 
geolocation and specific emitter identification capabilities to 
the Super Hornet to better enable the F/A-18E/F to attack 
enemy air defence systems, according to USN budget 
justification documents. 

The USN plans to "continue software algorithm 
development to enhance target identification and location" 
through 2013. 
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NUCLEAR WEAPONS: 
20. Nuke Mod Funding Faces Hurdles: U.S. State Dept. Official 
(DEFENSE NEWS 26 SEP 12) ... John T. Bennett 

Securing billions of dollars to modernize the U.S. nuclear 
arms fleet will be challenging as Washington wrestles with its 
shabby finances, a senior State Department official said Sept. 
26. 

Additionally, the Obama administration plans a 
“persistent” push to convince the Senate to ratify a key nuclear 
arms treaty, said Rose Gottemoeller, acting undersecretary of 
state for arms control and international security. 

The U.S. possesses 1,737 deployed strategic nuclear 
warheads that are fitted on land-based intercontinental ballistic 
missiles, submarine-launched ballistic missiles and bombs 
dropped from Air Force aircraft. The Obama administration, 
in its fiscal 2013 budget request, is seeking a 5 percent hike 
for all nuclear arms activities. 

What’s more, over the next four years, the administration 
intends to spend $9.6 billion to maintain and modernize the 
atomic arsenal, according to the Arms Control Association. 

“We’re going to have to work with Congress on the … 
request for the infrastructure modernization and stockpile 
stewardship part to make sure that funding is forthcoming,” 
Gottemoeller told a forum in Washington. 

She noted officials and lawmakers face a “very 
complicated situation on Capitol Hill” to find the billions 
necessary for the pricey work “with the fiscal cliff [and] with 
sequestration looming out there.” 

The fiscal cliff Gottemoeller was referring to is a term 
used inside the Beltway to describe the perceived effect of a 
number of budgetary and fiscal laws slated to expire Dec. 31: 
George W. Bush-era tax cuts, temporary payroll tax cuts and 
tax reductions for business. That also is when the health care 
law President Barack Obama pushed through Congress kicks 
in. 

Additionally, twin $500 billion, decadelong cuts to 
planned federal defense and domestic spending will take effect 
under a process called sequestration unless Congress produces 
a $1.2 trillion deficit-reduction plan that either President 
Obama or GOP nominee Mitt Romney would sign into law. 

To keep the nuclear modification work funded, 
Gottemoeller said Obama administration officials must form 
“deep partnerships” with key lawmakers and aides. Despite 
the 2013 modernization plans, some hawkish congressional 
Republicans charge that the White House is blocking efforts to 
modernize the U.S. nuclear arms fleet. 

“The president has really emphasized the funding for 
infrastructure modernization and the stockpile stewardship 
program,” Gottemoeller said. “He has been clear. We will 
continue to drive forward to get the funding we need for 
those.” 

Meantime, she also announced the administration is 
preparing to make a new push to convince the Senate to ratify 
the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty (CTBT). 

That international pact would “institute a worldwide ban 
on nuclear tests and the use of networks to apply pressure 
against states like Iran and North Korea,” according to the 
American Security Project, a nonpartisan Washington think 
tank. 

“Ratification would be significant affirmation to the 
importance the U.S. gives the international nonproliferation 
regime,” Gottemoeller said. “U.S. ratification would increase” 
global efforts to reduce the number of nuclear weapons around 
the world, she said. 

If the Senate ratified the treaty, “states interested in 
nuclear weapons would … face international condemnation,” 
Gottemoeller said. 

Treaty proponents believe if the U.S. ratifies it, many 
other nations will follow suit. A wave of such approvals would 
make it easier to pressure North Korea to give up its nuclear 
arms and convince Iran to cease its pursuit of them, 
proponents argue. 

But some in Washington don’t buy the alleged virtues of 
the CTBT. 

“Opponents maintain that there can be no confidence in 
existing warheads because many minor modifications will 
change them from tested versions, so testing is needed to 
restore and maintain confidence,” states the Congressional 
Research Service. 

But Gottemoeller says verification technologies and 
tactics have improved greatly over the last decade, making 
evasion tougher. 

The Obama administration has “no timetable” for a 
Senate vote on the measure, but made clear officials plan to 
meet with key senators and staffers in an attempt to gain their 
vote. 

“We will be patient,” she said. “But we will also be 
persistent.” 
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BUSINESS: 
21. Pentagon Struggles To Secure A Supply Chain It No Longer Dominates 
(FEDERAL NEWS RADIO 27 SEP 12) ... Jared Serbu 

When it comes to securing the technology supply chain, 
the Defense Department needs to accept the fact that it no 
longer dominates the market for most of the products it buys, 
the department's top industrial policy official said Wednesday. 

The phrase "Defense Industrial Base" is one too-often 
thrown around without much consideration for what actually 
makes up the marketplace for goods and services the military 
buys each day, said Brett Lambert, DoD's deputy assistant 

secretary for manufacturing and industrial base policy. To 
make progress on securing the modern supply chain, the 
Pentagon needs to rid itself of the outdated notion that there's 
a monolithic bloc of defense companies that supply products 
to warfighters. 

"This is a trend the department has frankly been willing to 
recognize more in policy than in practice," he told a Potomac 
Institute forum on supply chain security. "I'd hazard a guess 
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that 25 years ago, 70 percent of the goods and services the 
department procured were developed and produced 
exclusively for the military. Today, that ratio has reversed. 
Seventy percent of our goods and services are now either 
produced for commercial consumption or with commercial 
applications in mind. And it's backed by a largely commercial-
based supply chain." 

DoD's supply chain, Lambert said, is far more commercial 
and global than many people in the Pentagon realize, 
involving everything from multinational corporations to 
garage startups. 

"This is a very difficult concept for many people on our 
business to get their arms around. The department is much 
more comfortable being the dog, not the tail of a market. This 
attitude, frankly, is not helpful when we discuss the various 
ways to track our supply chain," he said. "Simply put, the old 
standby to most supply chain concerns, which was to just 
mandate things, simply won't work in the modern global and 
commercial environment. We have to adjust. And we can't 
afford to dominate or prop up every important industry we 
rely on all the way up and down the supply chain. It's not 
economically feasible and it's not strategically desirable." 

Buying Commercial Can Help 
That doesn't mean the department can fulfill all of its 

procurement needs by buying commercial. Lambert said there 
are niche, Defense-specific capabilities in U.S. firms, often as 
far as 10 tiers down the supply chain, that are so vital that the 
Pentagon can't do without them. But buying more commercial 
goods will free up dollars to support those must-have 
capabilities, he said. 

And Lambert said recognizing the realities of a globalized 
marketplace has plusses and minuses. 

On the one hand, DoD can expect to keep up with the 
pace of technology, better interoperate with other nations' 
militaries and save money in the process. On the other hand, 
there's the risk of integrating parts that might be counterfeit or 
of murky origin into military equipment and the possibility 
that existing U.S. intellectual property might make its way to 
foreign governments. 

One of the government's answers to electronic supply 
chain risk has been to establish the Trusted Foundry program. 
In that construct, vendors are certified by DoD and the 
National Security Agency as having a secure manufacturing 
process that's entirely constrained to the borders of the United 
States. Lambert said that is one solution, but only in a relative 
handful of cases. 

"The issue we find ourselves in, particularly in 
government, is we try to find bumper-sticker solutions that are 
easily understood by the legislators who have to pass them and 
the contracting officers that have to impose them. That leads 
you then to building fences around things because it's the easy 
solution," he said. "Trusted foundries are a very good solution 
for some things, but it's a very narrow, very specific set of 

challenges, and it's a very expensive solution we should 
reserve for very unique products. You could pursue it for a 
wider range of things, but you'd find yourself several billion 
dollars and many years later being able to manufacture a 
perfect 8086 computer chip." 

Reputable Vendors Are Key 
Lambert said DoD will need to think about securing its 

supply chain in tiers. Absolutely mission-critical, military-
specific products might get produced in secure foundries. 
Others might rely on commercial best practices for securing 
the supply chain. 

Melissa Hathaway, the president of Hathaway Global 
Strategies and the former White House cybersecurity advisor, 
agreed that many of the technologies DoD wants to leverage 
in the coming years simply can't be produced in a walled-off 
environment. 

"Any one of these new tablets or computers or 
smartphones has likely talked with more than 40 countries 
along the way," she said. "Is it really possible to talk about an 
indigenous build and manufacturing process as we're 
managing the risk?" 

The government, to be sure, needs to think carefully about 
securing its supply chain, Hathaway said. But it can mitigate 
much of the risk merely by buying from reputable commercial 
firms, who also have plenty of money and reputation at stake 
if they fail to secure their own supply networks. 

"We need to think about secure distribution channels, but 
it's the distribution of multiple components that go into 
another component that then go to market. When we think 
about that, we need to give the vendors credit that they 
actually have vetted their suppliers, because they don't want a 
counterfeit product getting to market," she said. "So we need 
to use their trusted channel partners and their value-added 
resellers or buy off of the General Services Administration's 
vetted tables. It's very difficult to become a supplier in the first 
place to one of the high brand names, because they don't want 
to have their brand integrity or their product challenged." 

Lambert said DoD will rely heavily on commercial 
security standards and adopt industry's best practices to secure 
its own supply chain wherever it makes sense. He said even 
though the department relies heavily on commercial 
technology, a trend that will only increase in the coming years, 
there are still too many regulatory and compliance barriers for 
commercial companies to sell directly to DoD. 

"Top managers of commercial companies are often put 
off, particularly in the telecommunications market, by the 
political and government-induced complexities of working 
with the government, both as a regulator and a buyer," 
Lambert said. "But I try to remind them that while Uncle Sam 
might not be their favorite uncle, he's by far the single richest 
one they'll ever know." 

Listen To Audio (RT:6:41) 
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CYBER: 
22. Cyberwarfare Emerges From Shadows For Public Discussion By U.S. Officials 
(NEW YORK TIMES 27 SEP 12) ... Scott Shane 

WASHINGTON — For years, even as the United States 
carried out sophisticated cyberattacks on Iran’s nuclear 

program and the Pentagon created a Cyber Command, 
officials have been hesitant to discuss American offensive 
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cyberwarfare programs openly. Since June, in fact, F.B.I. 
agents have been investigating leaks to The New York Times 
about the computer attacks on Tehran. 

But the reticence is giving way. The chorus of official 
voices speaking publicly about American cyberattack strategy 
and capabilities is steadily growing, and some experts say 
greater openness will allow the United States to stake out legal 
and ethical rules in the uncharted territory of computer 
combat. Others fear that talking too boldly about American 
plans could fuel a global computer arms race. 

Next month the Pentagon’s research arm will host 
contractors who want to propose “revolutionary technologies 
for understanding, planning and managing cyberwarfare.” It is 
an ambitious program that the Defense Advanced Research 
Projects Agency, or Darpa, calls Plan X, and the public 
description talks about “understanding the cyber battlespace,” 
quantifying “battle damage” and working in Darpa’s 
“cyberwar laboratory.” 

James A. Lewis, who studies cybersecurity at the Center 
for Strategic and International Studies in Washington, says he 
sees the Plan X public announcement as “a turning point” in a 
long debate over secrecy about cyberwarfare. He said it was 
timely, given that public documents suggest that at least 12 of 
the world’s 15 largest militaries are building cyberwarfare 
programs. 

“I see Plan X as operationalizing and routinizing 
cyberattack capabilities,” Mr. Lewis said. “If we talk openly 
about offensive nuclear capabilities and every other kind, why 
not cyber?” 

Yet like drone aircraft, which similarly can be used for 
both spying and combat, American cyberattack tools now are 
passing through a zone of semisecrecy, no longer denied but 
not fully discussed. President Obama has spoken publicly 
twice about drones; he has yet to speak publicly on American 
cyberattacks. 

Last week, at a public Cyber Command legal conference, 
the State Department’s top lawyer, Harold H. Koh — who 
gave the Obama administration’s first public speech on 
targeted killing of terrorists in 2010 — stated the 
administration’s position that the law of war, including such 
principles as minimizing harm to civilians, applies to 
cyberattacks. 

In August, the Air Force raised eyebrows with a bluntly 
worded solicitation for papers advising it on “cyberspace 
warfare attack capabilities,” including weapons “to destroy, 
deny, degrade, disrupt, deceive, corrupt or usurp” an enemy’s 
computer networks and other high-tech targets. 

And a few weeks earlier, a top Marine commander 
recounted at a public conference how he had used “cyber 
operations against my adversary” in Afghanistan in 2010. “I 
was able to get inside his nets, infect his command-and-
control, and in fact defend myself against his almost constant 
incursions to get inside my wire,” said Lt. Gen. Richard P. 
Mills, now deputy commandant of the Marine Corps. 

Cyberwarfare was discussed quite openly in the 1990s, 
though technological capabilities and targets were far more 
limited than they are today, said Jason Healey, who heads the 
Cyber Statecraft Initiative at the Atlantic Council in 
Washington. 

“Our current silence dates back 8 or 10 years, and N.S.A. 
is a big reason,” said Mr. Healey, who is working on a history 
of cyberwarfare. 

The National Security Agency, which plays a central role 
in Cyber Command, traditionally breaks foreign codes and 
eavesdrops on foreign communications; it is among the most 
secretive agencies in government. Years ago it pioneered the 
field of cyberespionage: breaking into foreign computer 
systems in order to collect intelligence. The same skills and 
reflexive secrecy of spies carried over to cyberwarfare, Mr. 
Healey said. American officials have long preferred to talk 
cyberdefense, leaving the attack side in the shadows. 

The increased candor recently about cyberoffense results 
not from a policy change, officials say, but from an inevitable 
acceptance of attacks on computer networks as a standard part 
of military and intelligence capabilities. The fact that dozens 
of Beltway contractors see cyberwarfare as one of the few 
parts of the defense budget that are likely to grow is also a 
factor. 

When Darpa announced a “proposers’ day workshop” for 
its Plan X program, the “overwhelming response from 
industry and academia” led the defense research agency to 
expand the event to an extra day, the agency said in a 
statement. (A Darpa spokesman declined to comment further 
on Plan X.) 

Just as drone-fired missiles have never been a secret to 
those on the ground, so cyberattacks have consequences that 
cannot be hidden, even if their origin may be initially 
uncertain. The computer worm called Stuxnet, devised by the 
United States and Israel to destroy Iran’s nuclear centrifuges, 
was quickly detected by computer security experts when it 
infected networks around the world in 2010 — but remains 
highly classified. 

Hence the Cyber Command legal conference, which 
avoided specific cases while dwelling on principles. Mr. Koh, 
of the State Department, told the conference that the United 
States carries out “at least two stages of legal review” on 
cyberwarfare operations — considering whether the law of 
war prohibits the use of “new weapons” altogether and, if not, 
how the law governs their use in “each particular operation.” 

Matthew Waxman, a law professor at Columbia and 
former Defense Department official, said speaking openly 
about cyberwarfare policy was important because it allowed 
the United States to make clear its intentions on a novel and 
fast-emerging form of conflict. 

Because both the Bush and Obama administrations were 
slow to speak publicly about their use of armed drones, Mr. 
Waxman said, “they ceded a lot of ground to critics to shape 
the narrative and portray U.S. practices as lawless.” As a 
result, he said, “the U.S. is trying to play catch-up, giving 
speech after speech, saying ‘We abide by the law.’“ 

Now, Mr. Waxman said, because the United States 
“occupies a position of advantage on offensive cyber 
capabilities, it should seize the opportunity to lay out a set of 
rules for itself and others.” 

That is a worthy goal, said Daryl G. Kimball, executive 
director of the Arms Control Association. But he said that 
came with a hazard: more talk about the United States’ 
cyberwarfare capabilities might prompt other countries to step 
up their own programs at a time when the world is “on the 
cusp of a cyber arms race,” he said. 
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Mr. Kimball said Darpa’s sweeping public statement 
about the goals of its Plan X for cyberwarfare might be a case 
in point. 

“It makes it sound like the U.S. is preparing to be able to 
wage a full-out cyberwar,” Mr. Kimball said. “Those kinds of 
statements could come back to haunt the U.S. down the road.” 
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NATO: 
23. Changeover Set For Norfolk-Based NATO Command 
(NEWPORT NEWS DAILY PRESS 26 SEP 12) ... Hugh Lessig 

NORFOLK — One way to counter steep U.S. military 
budget cuts is by relying more on international teamwork, and 
that "change of mind set" is beginning to take hold, the 
outgoing head of the NATO command here said Wednesday. 

French Air Force Gen. Stephane Abrial is nearing the end 
of his three-year tour as head of NATO-Allied Command 
Transformation. On Friday, he will turn over command to a 
fellow countryman, French Air Force Gen. Jean-Paul 
Palomeros. 

The command is billed as NATO's leading force for 
change, something that is especially relevant for a U.S. 
military that is beginning to pivot from Iraq and Afghanistan, 
shifting more attention to the Asia-Pacific region and the 
emerging threat of China. 

The Pentagon could be forced to accept deep, across-the-
board cuts come January under a process known as 
sequestration unless Congress agrees to an alternative. 
Estimates from trade groups point to the loss of thousands of 
defense jobs in Virginia, and military leaders have expressed 
fears that military missions and capabilities could suffer. 

The U.S. is not alone in this concern, Abrial said. 
"The Euro-Atlantic area is seeing defense budgets 

reduced, but the rest of the world is not," Abrial said. "Many 
parts of the world are re-arming. What can we do to make sure 
that we deliver when our nations decide to engage 
somewhere? ... And the answer is, we can do more things 
together." 

In NATO-speak, the teamwork concept is known as 
Smart Defense, an ongoing effort to allow NATO allies to 
share resources and workloads. It's perhaps not as simple as it 
sounds, because even friendly countries are possessive when it 
comes to military matters. 

"The first question should be, 'What can I share?' Instead 
today, the first question is 'What can I do?'" he said. 

While the changeover is happening slowly, the successful 
military operation in Libya – where the U.S. did not take the 
lead, but was part of a larger effort – attests to the 
effectiveness of international cooperation, he said. 

NATO-ACT employs about 600 military and civilian 
personnel at its Norfolk headquarters, and Abrial stressed that 
the command enjoys its Hampton Roads location. He 
purposely scheduled Friday's change of command ceremony 
in downtown Norfolk at the Half Moone Cruise and 
Celebration Center to symbolize the strong ties to the city. 

"The families here are welcome and feel at home – we all 
do," he said. 

When Abrial assumed command of NATO-ACT three 
years ago, the ceremony was held at Naval Station Norfolk 
aboard the aircraft carrier USS Dwight D. Eisenhower. He was 
the first non-American to assume the post. NATO-ACT is the 
only strategic command within the 28-nation alliance that is 
headquartered in North America. 
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ARMY: 
24. Army Pauses For A Day In Effort To Prevent Suicides 
Record high rate prompts a service-wide initiative 
(BALTIMORE SUN 27 SEP 12) ... Erin Cox 

At Fort Meade, where the suicide rate among service 
members is six times higher than that of the entire state, a 
crowd of 75 soldiers offered mostly silence when Mark Fisher 
asked them to list potential warning signs that a colleague is 
about to take his or her own life. 

"The only way we're going to attack suicides is to talk 
about it," Fisher urged them. "We have to get it. And this is 
the only way." 

Fort Meade's mandatory suicide prevention training 
Wednesday was part of an Army-wide initiative undertaken as 
the military branch is on pace to reach its highest-ever suicide 
rate. The number of suicides each year has nearly doubled 
since 2005, from 87 to 165 last year. And the number of 
monthly suicides doubled from June to July — when suicides 
outpaced combat deaths of active-duty soldiers. 

Aberdeen Proving Ground will hold its "stand down" 
training Thursday as military installations around the globe 
temporarily halt operations to focus on suicide prevention. 

"Out of 365 days of the year, we're taking a day that was 
otherwise devoted to something else and saying: That's not as 
important as this," Sgt. Maj. of the Army Raymond F. 
Chandler III said in a conference call. 

"The nation has asked our soldiers to carry a heavy load 
over the past 11 years, and they have not let us down. But 
suicide is an enemy we have yet to beat." 

At the current pace, the Army's suicide rate would be its 
highest yet at 29 deaths per 100,000 people this year. Fort 
Meade saw six suicides within the past 12 months among its 
military population of 11,600 people, base spokeswoman 
Mary Doyle said. Based on those numbers, the rate for Fort 
Meade would be more than 50 per 100,000 people. 
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Maryland's suicide rate in 2010, the most recent year for 
which data is available, was 8.4 deaths per 100,000 people. 

Army officials and psychiatrists hesitate to name a single 
cause for the rise in suicides. "It'd be almost impossible to put 
one reason to the spike," said Troy A. Rolan Sr., an Army 
spokesman at the Pentagon. 

Dr. Adam Kaplin at the Johns Hopkins School of 
Medicine, who last year sat in on monthly review of suicide 
cases at the Pentagon, said the reasons for the rise are complex 
and numerous. "The fact that we've been at war for more than 
a decade is playing a role, the fact that the economy is bad is 
playing a role." 

Fisher, who ran Fort Meade's suicide prevention training, 
offered many reasons — the extra strain the military puts on 
relationships, financial woes, drug and alcohol use, and 
injuries. 

"We've broken a lot of soldiers and sailors and Marines," 
Fisher said. "A lot of times, people kill themselves just to get 
away from the pain." 

Navy Cmdr. Marivic Fields, who is in charge of health 
promotion on Fort Meade, said five of the six suicides at the 
base happened within the past nine months. Several people 
who committed suicide had been facing disciplinary problems, 
Fields said, exacerbating what researchers say are two main 
reasons for suicide: feeling like a burden and the loss of 
connectedness. 

"It's still that sense of shame that 'I'm not worth 
anything,'" Fields said. 

The Army hopes to confront a culture in which mental 
illness can have a stigma and where, at least in the past, 
mental health care could have limited access to someone with 
a security clearance. 

"What things do we need to change inside of the 
institution to create this culture where it is a position of 
strength to ask for help?" asked Chandler, the highest-ranking 
enlisted person in the Army. 

Scott J. Salvatore, a psychologist who commands the U.S. 
Public Health Service at Fort Meade, said that in 2008, the 
military stopped asking about mental health care related to 
combat, grief or marital problems when screening soldiers for 
security clearances. Yet, he said, the myth remains that seeing 
a psychiatrist would jeopardize security clearances, and 
thereby jeopardize careers. 

"It is a big stigma, and a barrier to those seeking care," 
Salvatore said. 

The Army regularly has "stand-down" days to focus 
training on specific subjects, most recently on drunken driving 
and information technology, said Rolan, the Army spokesman 
at the Pentagon. The last Army-wide "stand-down" training 
for suicide prevention was in 2009. 

Fort Meade soldiers, along with civilians and leaders, 
were taught to detect suicide warning signs, then instructed to 
ask people whether they needed help, to listen and escort them 
to aid when necessary. 

"Don't leave them," Fisher said. "I don't care if you've got 
to smoke, if you've got to pee. You don't leave." 

Kaplin, of Johns Hopkins, said the Air Force turned 
around a high suicide rate in the 1990s, but he questions 
whether the Army's campaign will do enough. Successful 
programs, he said, go beyond delivering help to those who 
need it and include a sense of accountability from everyone. 

Col. John B. Wells, commander of the U.S. Army Claims 
Service at Fort Meade, said the Army's culture runs counter to 
some of the training given Wednesday. 

"You teach people to be strong and, in the face of 
adversity, to not show emotion," Wells said. "Your duty as a 
soldier is to obey and not talk back, to take orders. There's 
little room for you to say that you need help." 

Part of the training addressed that. It focused on 
resilience, teaching soldiers to be able to bounce back from 
stress and control their reactions. 

Learning the warning signs of suicide, Wells said, was a 
lesson learned too late. 

Wells' friend in the Judge Advocate General's Corps took 
his own life with a service revolver. Another friend killed 
himself in law school. And not that long ago, just before 
school started, a 15-year-old neighborhood boy hanged 
himself at the playground. Just days earlier, Wells said, he'd 
wondered if there was something wrong. 

"I think there were probably signs or signals — something 
— that I should've noticed," Wells said of each death. "But I 
didn't think it was my business. That's kind of weighed on me, 
in reflection. Should I have been there? Could I have done 
anything?" 

The Army's training, Wells said, made clear that he 
should have done something. 

"I probably should have reacted," Wells said."You have a 
responsibility to the soldier to the left and right of you." 
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SPORTS: 
25. Friendships Wrapped In The Army-Navy Rivalry 
(NEW YORK TIMES 27 SEP 12) ... George Vecsey 

Roger Staubach and Rollie Stichweh switched uniforms 
before going to the mess hall at West Point in 1964. 

Even now, their reputations secure as perhaps the greatest 
matched pair of quarterback rivals in the history of the Army-
Navy game, they half fear there could be demerits, push-ups 
or lonely marches if photos ever surfaced of their breaking the 
rules. 

Staubach and Ed Orr, a mainstay on two Navy teams, will 
pay Stichweh the high respect of visiting the United States 

Military Academy at West Point on Friday, when Stichweh is 
inducted into the Army Sports Hall of Fame. 

How close are the three? Stichweh and Staubach hoisted 
swords at Orr’s wedding. For the record, they wore their 
proper uniforms that day. Last year Stichweh watched the 
Army-Navy game with them in the box of another good 
friend, Rear Admiral Thomas Lynch, the former 
superintendent of Annapolis, who was trying to get a piece of 
Stichweh during the frantic final seconds of the 1963 game. 
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They go back a long way. Stichweh and Orr, who is better 
known as Skip, played against each other in a Little League 
championship game on Long Island. Later, Orr played at 
Chaminade High and Stichweh at Mineola High, and as 
freshmen and junior varsity quarterbacks they clumped across 
the street to scrimmage. 

Orr still thought of himself as a quarterback as a plebe at 
Annapolis, at least until a teammate pointed out a kid from 
Cincinnati named Staubach. Very soon, Orr became a wide 
receiver and defensive back. 

Stichweh, a good student and three-sport star, was 
recruited to play tailback in Princeton’s single wing but chose 
West Point. However, during his plebe season, he began 
telling his parents, Charles and Eleanor, that he was having 
serious misgivings. 

One day, his coach at Mineola, a blunt crew-cut World 
War II vet named Bruce Gehrke, who had played for 
Columbia and the Giants, showed up at West Point, which 
rarely permits visitors for plebes. In a drive around the 
academy grounds, Gehrke brusquely challenged Stichweh to 
finish the plebe year, just to prove he could. Then he could 
quit. Which, of course, Stichweh never did. 

Stichweh spent much of his first Army-Navy game in 
1962 on defense, chasing Staubach in a 34-14 loss. Orr sat in 
the stands, waiting his turn for Navy. 

They all had marvelous junior seasons in 1963, with 
Staubach winning the Heisman Trophy, often throwing to Orr, 
and helping to make Navy the No. 2 team in the nation. There 
was also that season within the season, the game against 
Army. The game was postponed a week because of the 
assassination of President John F. Kennedy, who had 
discreetly rooted for Navy, although protocol dictated he 
switch sides at halftime. 

When the postponed game began, Stichweh took a 
daredevil dive through Orr for the first touchdown, but 
Staubach helped Navy take a 21-7 lead. 

“Then I never touched the ball again,” Staubach recalled 
recently. Now a member of the Pro Football Hall of Fame 
after leading the Dallas Cowboys to four Super Bowls, 
Staubach still praises the way Stichweh slashed through the 
Navy defense, scoring a 1-yard touchdown with 6 minutes 19 
seconds left. (Coincidentally, Stichweh became the first 
athlete ever displayed on instant replay.) 

Stichweh also scored the 2-point conversion, allowing 
Army to cut the score to 21-15. Then Army recovered an 
onside kick and Stichweh started all over again. 

“They ran the whole clock down,” Staubach said, 
recalling standing on the sideline next to Coach Wayne 
Hardin. “He’s saying, ‘Here’s what we do when we get the 
ball back,’ and I said, ‘Coach, we’re not going to get the ball 
back.’ ” 

Stichweh drove Army to the 2-yard line on fourth down, 
but the crowd was so noisy the players could not hear the 
signals. Out of timeouts, with no play installed, Stichweh 
asked the official for a timeout to quiet the crowd of 102,000 
fans. But the clock kept running (“that’s on me,” Stichweh 
said recently) and then the game was over. 

A few months later, during the traditional exchange 
weekend between the academies, Orr and Staubach were 
rooming with Stichweh and Jim Hennen, and somebody had 
the bright idea of switching uniforms before lunch. Stichweh 

says it was Staubach: “He has a great sense of humor.” They 
were more or less the same size, so they did not look ludicrous 
when they showed up at the training table. Nobody busted 
them for it, although perhaps there is still time. 

They met again in 1964. Staubach and other Navy players 
were banged up, and Orr was forced to switch to defense, but 
the goal was the same — beat Army for the sixth straight time 
and even the long series. 

“We had a slogan: ‘Even the score in 64,’ but Rollie 
didn’t let us,” Staubach said, recalling how Stichweh 
dominated in an 11-8 victory. Army still celebrates the victory 
over Staubach, which helped give Army a slightly better 
record (4-6) than Navy (3-6-1.) 

By that time, all three were beginning to understand the 
reality of Vietnam. 

“We must have been incredibly naïve and ill-informed,” 
Stichweh said recently. “It wasn’t something we talked 
about.” In his senior year, he heard about a recent graduate 
who had been killed in Vietnam, at 24. 

“I began to say, ‘This is serious stuff,’ ” Stichweh said. 
Stichweh served in vicious combat with an airborne unit 

from the spring of 1967 to the summer of 1968. He does not 
hold back his view that the American public spent too much 
time criticizing the military during Vietnam, and not enough 
time questioning the politicians. 

“What I will mention is that we lost 25 classmates,” 
Stichweh said recently. He has previously noted that many of 
them were killed after Secretary of State Robert S. McNamara 
had “his own little epiphany” that the war was a losing effort. 

He goes back to the academy every Memorial Day and 
visits his friends in the cemetery. 

Orr flew P-3 submarine surveillance planes in the Pacific, 
and Staubach worked in a Navy supply center in Da Nang. “I 
was not out there in the rice paddies,” Staubach said recently. 
When asked his feelings about the war, he said: “I am not a 
big McNamara fan, but I am a big Vietnam vet fan. We lost 
58,000 people.” 

Roger and Marianne Staubach have five children and 15 
grandchildren. He formed a successful real estate company in 
Dallas, which recently folded into Jones Lang LaSalle. 

Skip and Marilyn Orr have four children and six 
grandchildren. For 21 years he flew for Eastern Airlines, and 
then went to work with Staubach’s company, in suburban 
Virginia. 

Stichweh married Carole Burmann, and they have three 
daughters and nine grandchildren, all within 10 minutes in 
exurban Connecticut. He became a senior partner at Towers 
Perrin, a management company that is now Towers Watson, 
and sometimes did business with the Staubach company. He 
always stayed with the Staubachs in Dallas. 

“He had a basketball court behind his house,” Stichweh 
said. “We would play H-O-R-S-E, you know, where you call 
your shot, except that he cheated. He would take shots off the 
limb of a tree, things like that. He’s very competitive, just like 
on a football field. How did we do? I would say a tossup.” 

On Sept. 28, Staubach and Orr will join about 200 of 
Stichweh’s friends, including a classmate, Eric K. Shinseki, a 
retired general who is now the secretary of Veterans Affairs. 

“I think the bond gets stronger,” Orr said about Navy’s 
link with Stichweh. “We both did the same thing. Brothers-in-
arms.” 
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They will undoubtedly see each other again at the Army-
Navy game Dec. 8 in Philadelphia. Navy has won the last 10 
meetings and now leads the series, 56-49-7. 

“I will admit, the last three or four years, I felt really bad 
for Army,” Orr said. “There are guys going through their 
entire career at that academy who never beat Navy.” 

Orr, who once wore a cadet uniform for a joke, was asked 
if he could imagine himself rooting for Army to finally win 
one of these games. Brothers-in-arms and all that, but he 
wouldn’t go that far. 
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VOTING: 
26. Military Voting A Tough Fit In Caucus States 
(POLITICO 26 SEP 12) ... Tim Mak 

In an unexpected political twist, a move to include 
overseas military personnel and wounded warriors in the 
presidential nominating process could threaten the caucuses in 
Iowa and other states. 

At both the Republican and Democratic national 
conventions over the summer, delegates proposed rules 
changes to enhance the ability of overseas service members 
and injured troops to participate in the caucuses. 

A Republican rules change asserting that states “shall use 
every means practical to guarantee” the participation of 
overseas and injured service members in the presidential 
nominating process was designed to enhance military voting. 
But in the case of Iowa and other caucus states, where voters 
must be present to participate, it also has the side effect of 
forcing changes in traditional procedures — and raising 
questions about the future viability of the caucuses 
themselves. 

“The coalition of people who were supporting it — some 
just cared deeply about the military, and some thought of it as 
a vehicle [for change], because they think caucuses are 
fundamentally unjust,” said one Republican strategist who 
supported the rule. 

“If someone wants to join my cause for some other 
reason, well, they’re supporting the cause. I think there’s a 
good argument that the caucus system ought to be defanged, 
even putting aside military voting,” said Sam Wright, a 
director at the Reserve Officers Association. 

Reacting to a perceived threat to their state’s long-
standing, first-in-the-nation caucuses, Iowa members of the 
Republican National Committee extracted a compromise that 
explicitly outlined that the purpose of the rule is not to 
eliminate the caucuses. 

Still, there’s the looming challenge of incorporating 
overseas service members into a caucus system based on 
showing up at a local home, school or church basement. 

During the Democratic convention, a similar measure was 
proposed but roundly defeated. 

At the same time, some military voting-rights advocates 
point to the challenges of implementing the MOVE Act, a 
2009 law meant to expand military voter access. Some suggest 
the Obama administration is slow-walking the reforms. 

Among its requirements, the MOVE Act mandates that 
the military establish voting assistance offices on every 
installation worldwide (outside war zones) and for states to 
transmit ballots to absentee voters at least 45 days before 
federal elections. 

A Defense Department inspector general’s report on the 
MOVE Act examined the effectiveness of the voter assistance 

offices by attempting to contact 224 of them — and failing 
about half the time. 

“It seems to me that the DOD made sure that they got the 
‘don’t ask, don’t tell’ surveys to every member of the military, 
to every spouse, to everybody that it was supposed to. But 
when it comes to military voting, it seems that we’re not able 
to get the absentee ballots to our soldiers,” said Rep. Austin 
Scott (R-Ga.) at a hearing on military voting. “It seems to me 
that there’s a different standard there when it comes to a 
survey that the DOD or the administration actually wanted a 
response to.” 

“They need to go out of their way right now to make this 
one of their priorities, like a lot of the social stuff that they 
find important,” Rep. Duncan Hunter (R-Calif.) told 
POLITICO. “When it comes to sexual harassment, when it 
comes to things like suicide prevention, when the DOD wants 
to get the word out on anything, they’re able to do so. … I 
would rank our men and women on our bases being able to 
vote up there with anything that DOD should be focusing on.” 

The message from those two Republicans was that if the 
Obama administration had made overseas military voting a top 
priority, officials would have made more progress improving 
it. 

Other observers of military voting-rights issues went even 
further, telling POLITICO they suspect the Obama 
administration is “slow-walking” the implementation of the 
MOVE Act to keep a perceived electoral advantage. 

“There is an intent in the executive branch not to go out of 
their way to encourage the military to vote or to enable the 
military to vote because of how they’re perceived to vote” — 
i.e., because it believes they’re conservative, said a military 
voting-rights advocate who asked not to be identified. “I think 
they’re slow-walking this.” 

“You do start wondering if there is intent, because the 
Department of Justice has to make sure that the states get the 
ballots out 45 days in advance [of Election Day] … they gave 
waivers to 15 states in the [2010] election,” said Jessie Jane 
Duff, a spokeswoman for Concerned Veterans for America, an 
advocacy group. 

Hunter, a Marine combat veteran who sits on the House 
Armed Services Committee, declined to ascribe political intent 
to the poor implementation of the MOVE Act. Instead, he 
blamed the bureaucracy and argued the Defense Department 
just hasn’t considered it a priority. 

“I don’t think that there is intent. … This is what happens 
when you have a big organization; it’s hard for things to work 
their way out,” Hunter said. 

But not all advocates agreed. 
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“For three months of every year they have tax assistance 
centers set up on every installation,” Duff said. “Uncle Sam 
wants your tax dollars, but not your vote.” 

A Pentagon spokeswoman emphasized that the 
administration was doing its best to help all troops cast their 
ballots. 

“The assistance we provide is completely nonpartisan. 
FVAP [the Federal Voting Assistance Program] strives to 
ensure that every absent military and overseas citizen voter 
has the tools and resources to receive, cast and return an 
absentee ballot and have it counted — regardless of who they 
vote for,” said Navy Cmdr. Leslie Hull-Ryde. 

Still, a storm seems to be brewing on the issue — last 
Saturday marked 45 days until Election Day, when states are 
required to transmit ballots out to service members. 

In a House Armed Services subcommittee hearing this 
month, Republicans were visibly frustrated about the state of 
military voting, particularly on the point of the unreachable 
voter assistance offices detailed in the inspector general’s 
report. 

Rep. Allen West (R-Fla.) dressed down hearing witnesses 
Pamela Mitchell, the acting director of the Federal Voting 
Assistance Program, and Kenneth Moorefield, a Pentagon 
deputy inspector general. 

“Why are we here? If everything is going fine, then why 
are we here, having this hearing? We have a problem,” said 

West. “I have friends and family members [in the military] 
that are starting to feel a little disenfranchised — that’s the 
truth.” 

Seven members of Congress quickly followed up with a 
letter to Defense Secretary Leon Panetta. 

“The time to address this important matter before the 
election is expiring and, if immediate action is not taken, tens 
of thousands of military personnel and their families … will 
become disenfranchised and their voices will not be counted 
during this election cycle,” the members wrote. 

“They need to get this done now. There’s no second 
chance for this. You can’t say, ‘We’ll have this fixed by Dec. 
1.’ It’s a huge disenfranchisement of our military if they can’t 
get this done in really short order,” Hunter, one of the 
signatories, told POLITICO. 

Political pressure outside Congress is also mounting on 
the Defense Department. Concerned Veterans for America 
produced a video to pressure the Pentagon to take action on 
ensuring access to voter assistance offices. 

“Compared to daunting challenges like our spiraling debt 
and struggling economy, and the challenges our warriors face 
on a daily basis, giving them the voting assistance they’ve 
earned should be simple and a priority,” a narrator says. “Ask 
the people in charge: On military voting, why haven’t you 
fixed this?” 
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OUTREACH: 
27. Rear Admiral Talks About Navy’s Future, How BIW, USM, Maine Fit In 
(BANGOR (ME) DAILY NEWS 27 SEP 12) ... Seth Koenig 

SOUTH PORTLAND, Maine — When William Leigher 
was growing up in the small town of Appleton, information 
came slowly. He remembers waiting for the Saturday edition 
of the Bangor Daily News every week, which he picked up at 
the town’s lone store, as a child to get an update on where the 
Red Sox were in the standings. 

Now, Rear Adm. Leigher is one of the Navy’s topmost 
officers in the global war for cybersecurity, in which 
information crosses the world in the bat of an eye. He returned 
to the Portland area Wednesday for a three-day southern 
Maine tour, during which he’ll meet with state officials, 
educators and veterans as part of a Navy outreach and 
recruitment program. 

In an interview with the BDN on Wednesday morning at 
his hotel in South Portland, Leigher talked about the 
importance of maintaining a visible Navy presence here in the 
aftermath of Brunswick Naval Air Station’s closure, making 
the University of Southern Maine a destination for Navy 
research and development, how the Navy’s contribution to the 
wars in the Middle East often is overlooked, and how a future 
shift of the military’s focus toward China could stabilize the 
workflow at Bath Iron Works. 

And unmanned military aircraft — the controversial so-
called “drones.” 

Question: Why are you in Maine now and what does 
your itinerary look like while you’re here? 

Answer: The Navy has for many, many years done what 
we call ‘Fleet Weeks,’ and we really make a big deal of it. We 

do it really in large ports where we can send three or four 
ships and paint the town white with Sailors in uniforms. 

But we knew that we weren’t getting the larger Navy 
message out to the parts of America that maybe don’t have 
that same big metropolitan draw. So this year our [chief of 
naval operations] decided that he was going to send 50 senior 
officers and senior civilians out to 50 cities — he called it the 
50-50 program. 

Portland was one of them, but they’re all across the 
country. So that’s the purpose of the visit, to talk about the 
Navy so the citizens of Maine and the citizens of the United 
States understand what the Navy’s about; how we fit into the 
Department of Defense structure and what we’re doing for the 
United States right now. 

Over the next three days I’ll spend some time in Portland 
talking about those same Navy messages. I’ll visit a veteran-
owned business. I’ll go up to Bath Iron Works and see the new 
ships that we’re building up there and talk with that crew. 
Tomorrow I’ll visit [University of Southern Maine], which is 
my alma mater — I graduated in 1980 — and [attend] a 
couple of other events like that — like a VFW meeting in the 
morning — and then the Chamber of Commerce in the 
afternoon and evening. Then on Friday I’ll be up to Augusta to 
talk to some of the state officials about the same kinds of 
messages. 

Q: Is it important for the Navy to refocus its outreach 
and recruitment efforts in Maine now that Brunswick 
Naval Air Station is closed? 
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A: Now you see a little bit [of Navy presence] in Kittery 
if you’re near the shipyard and if you’re driving north on 
Route 1 you’ll see the ships we’re building in Bath, but you’re 
absolutely right: With Brunswick having been shut down by 
the [federal Base Realignment and Closure] process, I think 
with our primary message, it’s important to get it out. 

We’ve heard a lot in the last 10 years about the wars in 
Iraq and Afghanistan — and the citizens of Maine have been 
great, with [the troop greeters] greeting every plane coming 
back into Bangor as a great example of patriotism — but at the 
same time, what you haven’t seen is that the Navy’s had two 
aircraft carriers deployed to the Arabian Gulf continuously at 
the same time. That’s about 10,000 Sailors at any given time 
and if you look at that collectively over 10 years, that’s a lot of 
Sailors who have been in that theater. 

That message doesn’t get out, and it’s a matter of pride 
for the Navy; it’s not a competition over what we’ve done 
compared to the Army. It’s the Navy’s contribution to the war 
on terrorism. At the same time that we’ve had that forward 
Naval presence, there have been almost 100,000 Sailors who 
have supported operations on the ground. A lot of them have 
been reservists — I think the number’s really 95,000, and 
63,000 of those have been reservists that have come out of 
places like Maine and every other small state in the union. 

Those are Navy Sailors that are doing things to take the 
load off combat forces like driving convoy trucks, providing 
medical services, anything you can imagine that’s a skill a 
Sailor has. 

In some cases it’s war-fighting skills as well, providing 
electronic warfare support, or upfront and personal in support 
of an Army brigade combat team — and not to mention the 
contribution of the SEALs continuously to the war on 
terrorism over the last decade. 

Q: News broke Wednesday that China unveiled its 
first aircraft carrier. How does that affect our Navy’s 
future? What does the future of the U.S. Navy look like? 

A: The Defense Strategic Guidance that was published 
earlier this year talks about the rebalance toward the Pacific. I 
think that’s important to the Navy. It’s really about freedom of 
navigation and freedom of the oceans in the South China Sea, 
and the Navy’s the only service that can do that. 

We truly are, as our [chief of naval operations] would say, 
America’s away team that can be on that front line and 
working with our allies. Now it’s a different kind of alliance. 
It’s with the Japanese and the Australians, predominantly. 

It’s a shift away from the things we would have seen 
when I was growing up with the Soviet Union. [That] was a 
very Euro-centered kind of war. That shift is really different 
from the Cold War in terms of where the Navy needs to be in 
order to protect freedom of navigation. 

We think that keeps our force size at about the same — 
10-carrier battle groups, about a total of 290 ships if you look 
over the next decade at what we’re forecasting. That will stay 
pretty consistent. And a force size of about 320,000 active-
duty Sailors. We think the Navy’s going to be pretty stable 
over the next decade because of that. 

That freedom of navigation is critically important. If you 
look at the state of Maine’s top exports, it’s electronic 
components that are originally designed here in South 
Portland at Fairchild [Semiconductor]. Those components get 
sent overseas and put into stuff that you and I use, and that 

export line is really maintained by sea lines of 
communications, and that’s the Navy’s primary purpose over 
the next decade. It’s to be where America needs it to protect 
our trade and build those relationships with the allies. 

Q: In recent years, there has been a lot of talk in the 
Navy about shifting its shipbuilding focus toward shallow-
water vessels, like the Littoral Combat Ships, in response 
to the wars in the Middle East. Does the rebalance toward 
the Pacific and South China Sea give deepwater 
shipbuilders, like BIW, cause to be optimistic that there 
will continue to be demand for their products? 

A: I think so. I think the reopening of the DDG-51 line 
(destroyers) — I’m not a ship construction expert, but as I 
understand how we see the capability that we need, looking at 
the threats around the world, certainly with ballistic missile 
defenses, that’s fundamentally the issue in the Middle East 
now between Iran and Israel, if you look at the ability of fairly 
small and industrially slow to develop countries like North 
Korea, to put out a missile like that is fairly significant. 

We’re not going to provide that defense from an LCS. 
The LCS will have, I think, an important role. It’s going to 
work in the littorals. But you really can’t compare them to the 
DDGs (destroyers) we’re building in Bath. They’re two 
different kinds of ships for two different kinds of missions. I 
think that the missile defense mission in particular is going to 
be there. I think that will be a steady command signal. I think 
there’s probably work that continues to come in that. But it’s 
not going to be like it was in the Cold War, where we were 
trying to build a 600-ship Navy. 

If you looked at the ways in Bath, you would see seven or 
eight FFGs (frigates) being built at the same time. The nation 
can’t afford that. So it’s going to be a small and steady rate, 
but we’ll have to maintain that. … The other thing that you’ve 
got to throw in is the importance of [Portsmouth Naval 
Shipyard in] Kittery and its ability to do nuclear work on 
nuclear-powered submarines. 

Our submarine force, our ability to maintain dominance in 
the undersea, we don’t talk about that so much, but that’s one 
of the things we think sets our Navy apart from any other 
Navy in the world. We can dominate the undersea, and that’s 
important to controlling the sea lines, it’s important to putting 
SEALs on the beach where you want them, anything we want 
to do with that. It’s stealthy, it’s very precise, and it can do 
that. 

That part of it — while it’s repair work, and the recent 
stuff with the Miami maybe isn’t so good — is an important 
thing over time. The capacity of our nuclear yards is 
something we watch very carefully. They’re always full, 
they’re always working on another ship. That’s the other piece 
of that you sometimes forget; that repair work that has to go 
on. There’s a very small number of yards that can do that kind 
of work, and Kittery’s one of them. 

Q: What can you tell us about your upbringing in 
Maine and how that helped form you as a person? 

A: I grew up in Appleton, in a part of Appleton where I 
would say, ‘I’m from Burkettville.’ You won’t find 
Burkettville on a map anymore, because the general store-post 
office-gas station isn’t open anymore. 

I grew up on the Bangor Daily News. The store wasn’t 
open on Sundays, so you’d have your Red Sox standings that 
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you got on Saturdays. And I lived on the Courier-Gazette the 
other three days of the week. 

I went to Camden-Rockport High School, graduated in 
1976, and went to the University of Southern Maine where I 
majored in political science. 

With the Navy work, I haven’t been home much more 
than a week a year over the past 30 years — I just went over 
32 years of service in the Navy. But I come home and always 
feel like I’m in a place where I belong. It’s good from that 
perspective. Maine is slow to change. I think that’s a good 
thing. I think it’s a comfortable place to call home. 

In the Navy, I started off as a surface officer on a ship, on 
a destroyer that was homeported out of Charleston, S.C. About 
eight years into my career, I changed to the signals 
intelligence field and have been on a pretty straight track 
[since then]. 

The last 10 years I’ve spent a lot of time at Fort McNair 
because of what I do and its connection with the National 
Security Agency. I never would have guessed back in ’88 
when I changed to this [line of work] that how we think about 
signals intelligence would become very close to how we think 
about cyberwarfare. I’ve become sort of the Navy’s front line 
guy for cyber warfighting capabilities. 

I’m on the Pentagon staff now, but in my last job, I was 
the deputy commander standing up the fleet cyber command, 
the Navy’s 10th Fleet, which is our command to operate our 
networks, defend our networks, and be the people who think 
about doing stuff in other peoples’ networks. That’s a career 
that’s pretty typical now. You get into a specialty like that and 
go. It means I don’t spend a lot of time at sea, but I spend a lot 
of time doing stuff that I think is critical to the future Navy. 

It connects back to shipbuilding. If you look at the 
interconnectivity of the systems we’re putting on the DDGs 
we’re building in Bath right now, we can’t do what we need to 
do, the way that we’ve invested in it, without our networks, 
without good, technically prepared Sailors that have those 
computer science skills. 

It’s all integrated, from combat systems to 
communications systems to intelligence systems. It’s not just 
about that gun on the front of the ship; it’s about a whole 
integrated combat system that’s very heavily networked and 
dependent on computer processors to do the jobs that we want 
to do. 

Q: So does each ship have a mini-IT unit, for lack of a 
better term? 

A: Absolutely. There’s a small network on every ship. 
Think of it like a small business that has a business plan — a 
mission — that it conducts. 

It’s connectivity to command centers, to the intelligence 
that it needs, is primarily provided through satellite 
communication links. So I worry about protecting them, too, 
in the course of my job. My job now is thinking about that 
future Navy. That’s what we in the Pentagon do. 
Unfortunately, we don’t get to operate anymore; we plan 
tomorrow’s Navy. 

The portfolio I have now, it crosses our networks, 
defending our networks, the people we train to do the 
offensive cyberwork, our intelligence systems, our tactical 
data links — which touches a lot of places on the ships, the 
interfaces, the combat systems. I’ve got all of the Navy’s 
unmanned platforms in my portfolio because of how these all 

come together under computer-centric communications 
centers. 

It’s much different than flying a manned airplane. You 
depend on that mission system to really be the capability, 
whereas on a manned airplane … [Navy personnel play that 
role]. Now we’re replacing that with a camera and a computer 
processor in some cases. So it’s a pretty broad portfolio of 
what we do. 

… We have surface warfare officers, we have submarine 
officers, and I’m an information dominance officer. That’s 
what my specialty is called. We believe it’s absolutely critical 
to the future warfighting success of the Navy, and it’s not just 
the hacking part, it’s how it all fits together and makes all the 
networks work together the way we plan for them to work. 

Q: Are the computer science-based job requirements 
of the current and future Navy part of the message you’ll 
be bringing to a place like USM, where they can teach 
those skills? 

A: It very much is the message at both Bath Iron Works, 
because of the integrated piece, but also at USM. I’ve come 
back as an alumnus a couple of times. 

USM has a couple of what I think are really good 
programs. [One is] the Pioneers program, which is how the 
state university gets behind Science, Technology, Engineering 
and Math education — or STEM — and for Maine students 
that can do that, the Pioneers program gets that. 

That’s a real challenge for all the services. From top to 
bottom, when you look at the Navy, the skills we need today 
to run modern ships, computer systems, nuclear power plants, 
it’s really a technical service. We think the Navy gets a bad 
rap sometimes as a really industrial place to work, and if you 
look at a shipyard, it’s a pretty industrial place to work. But 
our ships are high-tech things, and that’s an important piece of 
that. 

The Navy, as a whole, spends a fair amount of time in 
having folks like me go to places like USM and talk about the 
importance of STEM, and looking at that as part of a really 
early recruiting effort. I might touch someone’s mind today or 
tomorrow, [and he or she] might say, ‘Gee, I might want to 
look into what I can do.’ And we really depend on ROTC and 
what comes out of mainstream universities, because although 
the academy produces a lot of technical grads every year, it’s 
only about half of what we need to commission in terms of 
officers. So that’s really important. 

Andy Anderson, the dean that handles this at USM, I’ve 
worked with him over the last couple of years in getting the 
research work we can do through the office of naval research, 
which is the Navy’s R&D arm. 

Tomorrow, we’re going to talk about designation as a 
DOD Center of Excellence in Cyber Security, which is an 
education piece that would draw students. And that connects 
back to Fairchild and it connects back to Bath Iron Works, 
because the university sees its students coming out of the 
university, and Bath Iron Works is their customer. The 
students are the product. 

I’ve spent my last 14 years in the [Washington], D.C., 
area. It’s a different place to live — the education level. Then 
you come back home and kids aren’t really encouraged to go 
to college in the way that you find in the suburb I’ve been 
used to living in the last 12 to 15 years. So I think all the 
things we can do to encourage education at an early age is an 
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important piece of the future of the country and the future of 
the Navy. 

View Clip (RT: 18:00) 
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COMMENTARY: 
28. 5 Reasons To Intervene In Syria Now 
(NEW YORK TIMES 27 SEP 12) ... Michael Doran and Max Boot 

Whether you agree or disagree with President Obama, 
there is no doubt that he has formulated a coherent approach to 
the use of American power. The Obama Doctrine involves 
getting into a conflict zone and getting out fast without ground 
wars or extended military occupations. This approach proved 
its effectiveness in Libya last year. 

But the president is not applying his own doctrine where 
it would benefit the United States the most — in Syria. One 
can certainly sympathize with his predicament. Syria is a 
mess, and it is tempting to stay out, especially in an election 
year. Yet inaction carries its own risks. There are five reasons 
to bring down President Bashar al-Assad sooner rather than 
later. 

First, American intervention would diminish Iran’s 
influence in the Arab world. Iran has showered aid on Syria 
and even sent advisers from its Islamic Revolutionary Guards 
Corps to assist Mr. Assad. Iran knows that if his regime fell, it 
would lose its most important base in the Arab world and a 
supply line to pro-Iranian Hezbollah militants in Lebanon. 

Second, a more muscular American policy could keep the 
conflict from spreading. Syria’s civil war has already 
exacerbated sectarian strife in Lebanon and Iraq — and the 
Turkish government has accused Mr. Assad of supporting 
Kurdish militants in order to inflame tensions between the 
Kurds and Turkey. 

Third, by training and equipping reliable partners within 
Syria’s internal opposition, America could create a bulwark 
against extremist groups like Al Qaeda, which are present and 
are seeking safe havens in ungoverned corners of Syria. 

Fourth, American leadership on Syria could improve 
relations with key allies like Turkey and Qatar. Both the 
Turkish prime minister, Recep Tayyip Erdogan, and his Qatari 
counterpart have criticized the United States for offering only 
nonlethal support to the rebellion. Both favor establishing a 
no-fly zone and “safe zones” for civilians in Syrian territory. 

Finally, American action could end a terrible human-
rights disaster within Syria and stop the exodus of refugees, 
which is creating a burden on neighboring states. Mr. Obama 
pledged earlier this year to strengthen the government’s ability 
“to foresee, prevent and respond to genocide and mass 
atrocities.” Now he has an opportunity to do so. And by 
putting allies in the lead, Mr. Obama could act without sliding 
down the slippery slope toward a ground war. 

Our closest friends in the region — including Saudi 
Arabia, Turkey, Jordan, Qatar and Israel — would like to see 
Mr. Assad toppled as soon as possible. France and Britain 

could also be counted on to help, as they did in Libya. Yet 
none of them will move until America does. 

We cannot wait for the United Nations to act; that is 
highly unlikely. Nor can we expect the Free Syrian Army to 
oust Mr. Assad on its own; it is not a cohesive organization. 
Instead, America must identify those elements on the ground 
that are the most effective, easily supplied and amenable to 
help. 

The focus should be on Aleppo, Syria’s second largest 
city and commercial hub. The F.S.A. already controls much of 
the territory between the city and the Turkish border, only 40 
miles away. With American support, Turkish troops could 
easily establish a corridor for humanitarian aid and military 
supplies. Defeating the government’s forces in Aleppo would 
deal a serious blow to Mr. Assad and send a powerful signal to 
fence-sitters that the regime was dying.  

Damascus, the capital, should be the second target. But 
unlike Aleppo, it can’t be easily reached from a Turkish base. 
It could, however, be supplied from Dara’a, which is 70 miles 
from Damascus and less than five from the Jordanian border. 
It has been at the forefront of opposition to Mr. Assad. 
Working with Jordan, the United States could create a second 
corridor to Dara’a, which could serve as the southern base for 
the insurgency. On Wednesday, by bombing a military 
complex, the rebels demonstrated their ability to strike in the 
heart of Damascus — though they have not yet been able to do 
so on a sustained basis. 

To prevent Mr. Assad from staging a devastating 
response, the American-backed alliance would have to create a 
countrywide no-fly zone, which would first require taking 
apart Syrian air defenses. Mr. Assad has been using jets and 
helicopters to fight the rebels; a no-fly zone would quickly 
ground his entire air force. The zone could then be extended to 
provide the kind of close air support that NATO warplanes 
provided to rebel fighters in Kosovo and Libya. 

While our allies could take the lead in maintaining the no-
fly zone, it is necessary in Syria, as in Libya, for America to 
take the lead in establishing it; only our Air Force and Navy 
have the weaponry needed to dismantle Syria’s Russian-
designed air defenses with little risk. 

A “lead from behind” approach can work in Syria. 
President Obama need only apply it. 

Michael Doran is a senior fellow at the Brookings 
Institution. Max Boot is a senior fellow at the Council on 
Foreign Relations and an adviser to Mitt Romney’s 
presidential campaign. 
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29. Sanctions That Don’t Stick 
(WASHINGTON POST 27 SEP 12) ... Andrew K. Davenport and Ilan Berman 

Recent revelations from the International Atomic Energy 
Agency that Iran has both continued and expanded its uranium 
enrichment activities have focused attention anew on U.S. 
policy toward the Islamic Republic — and what more can be 
done to stop Iran’s march toward the bomb. 

This is, necessarily, a conversation about sanctions. Given 
the advanced state of Iran’s nuclear program and the growing 
possibility that third parties — namely, Israel — might resort 
to force to stop it, it stands to reason that the full arsenal of 
U.S. economic and financial sanctions would be deployed 
against the Iranian threat. Yet it has not been. 

The reality is that current sanctions policy is 
simultaneously extensive and flimsy. It amounts, in large part, 
to labeling a broad array of business activity as 
“sanctionable.” But with the exception of a handful of cases, 
the actual sanctioning of violators has been markedly absent. 

Reporters and pundits alike have been complicit in 
ignoring this important distinction. Accordingly, it may come 
as a surprise to many that just about every piece of sanctions 
legislation and every executive order adopted over the past 16 
years and advertised as “tightening the screws” on Iran has 
offered an escape hatch that gives the president discretion over 
which violators are targeted and whether they are named and 
penalized. 

The result is that very few “sanctionable” companies are 
ever actually penalized — or even identified. Instead, 
successive administrations of both parties have opted against 
the strict application of economic penalties on countries and 
companies that do business with Iran. 

President Obama takes great pride in pointing out that his 
administration has levied the most extensive sanctions to date 
against the Iranian regime. Indeed it has; much more than its 
predecessors, the Obama administration has actively targeted 
Iran’s energy sector. The centerpiece of the administration’s 
sanctions effort, the Comprehensive Iran Sanctions, 
Accountability and Divestment Act of 2010, known as 
CISADA, focused on one of Iran’s major economic 
vulnerabilities: its need to import refined petroleum from 
foreign sources. 

But enforcement has lagged far behind. In the rare 
instances when the White House has chosen to enforce 
CISADA and other measures, it has penalized only obscure 
violators and those with the most minimal impact on the 
global — and the Iranian — economy. Arguably, the most 
prominent entity targeted by CISADA is Venezuela’s state oil 

company, PDVSA, and even its ties to the U.S. market 
remained largely untouched. The last five companies to be 
sanctioned by the Obama administration — FAL Oil Co., 
Bank of Kunlun, Kuo Oil, Zhuhai Zhenrong Co. and Elaf 
Islamic Bank — are all marginal entities in Iran’s economic 
edifice. 

The reason for the stunted state of U.S. sanctions policy is 
understandable but deeply unfortunate. Administration after 
administration has been reluctant to enforce sanctions against 
foreign companies with ties to Iran because of the diplomatic 
fallout that would invariably accompany such a decision. 
More often than not, the most egregious violators are 
companies headquartered in countries that are close U.S. allies 
or represent key strategic relationships for the United States, 
such as China and Russia. Fully implementing U.S. sanctions 
would require the political will to persist through a temporary 
downturn in those ties. 

President Ronald Reagan demonstrated such political will 
when he sanctioned Western European companies that defied 
orders not to supply U.S.-origin oil and gas equipment and 
technology to the Soviet Union for the development of its 
Siberian gas pipeline. Had it not eventually been thwarted, that 
project would have nearly doubled Soviet annual hard 
currency revenue and created a dangerous level of dependency 
in Western Europe on Soviet supplies of natural gas. 

Today such fortitude is strikingly absent. But at what 
cost? Obama’s failure to fulfill his pledge to fully exhaust all 
non-military options regarding Iran suggests that the White 
House thinks the potential of sanctions to influence Iranian 
behavior is overblown and not worth the diplomatic 
consequences. 

The full enforcement of sanctions is a logical 
intermediary step before the use of force. The administration’s 
failures on that front suggest that it views actual warfare as 
more palatable than ruffled diplomatic relationships with 
countries such as China, the primary violator of “sanctionable” 
activity currently on the books. That, in turn, makes the 
likelihood of some sort of conflagration over Iran’s nuclear 
program all the more probable. 

Andrew Davenport is chief operating officer of RWR 
Advisory Group, an economic and geopolitical risk 
consultancy. Ilan Berman is vice president of the American 
Foreign Policy Council, a Washington-based think tank 
focused on foreign policy and national security. 
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30. The Real Pivot 
It's time to change our plans in Afghanistan. 
(FOREIGN POLICY 25 SEP 12) ... David Barno 

Last week marked a major inflection point in the war in 
Afghanistan. NATO decided to suspend joint operations with 
Afghan forces below the battalion level, while the last of the 
30,000 U.S. "surge" troops returned home. After eleven years 
of conflict, the United States and its allies now stand at a fork 
in the road. They can continue to press ahead with an 
increasingly risky advisory effort, where the remaining 68,000 
U.S. troops would continue widespread partnering with 
Afghan forces. Or they can start shifting now to a much-

reduced military effort aimed at supporting the Afghan 
military in combat differently while protecting broader U.S. 
interests with smaller counter-terror forces. 

Starting in the spring of 2009, the United States poured 
nearly 70,000 additional forces into Afghanistan, tripling its 
previous troop levels. The "surge" represented the last 
increments of this growth, capping an effort to counter major 
escalations of Taliban strength and aggressiveness in the 
preceding years. Newly arrived U.S. forces moved into areas 
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where few Americans had previously set foot. These included 
Helmand province in southern Afghanistan, which is a 
significant poppy growing area but where only 3 percent of 
the Afghan population lives. 

The Taliban largely fell back in the face of this onslaught, 
but quickly adjusted tactics to emphasize high-profile suicide 
attacks, ever-larger roadside bombs, assassinations of Afghan 
officials, and most recently, a surge of insider attacks. These 
so-called "green on blue" attacks have proven both costly and 
disruptive to coalition forces, killing more than 50 troops so 
far this year. Aimed squarely at Western publics, these attacks 
have provoked outrage in the United States and among its 
NATO allies. 

If popular tolerance for battlefield deaths was tenuous, 
there is near zero patience with attacks from the very Afghan 
forces the allies have been working with over the last eleven 
years. Senator John McCain, not known for wavering in the 
face of military setbacks, noted last week, "I think all options 
[should] be considered, including whether we just withdraw 
early rather than have a continued bloodletting that won't 
succeed." Although he backed down from that comment the 
following day, McCain's visceral response signals an 
important shift among those who have long supported greater 
U.S. efforts in Afghanistan. Another defense hawk, 
Republican Congressman C.W. Bill Young, was even more 
direct when he said, "We're killing kids who don't need to die" 
and "I think we should remove ourselves from Afghanistan as 
quickly as we can." 

The Obama administration now faces two dramatically 
different choices. It could resume lower-level partnering after 
several weeks, using the pause to enhance security measures 
and set new rules to protect U.S. and other NATO forces. U.S. 
military leaders in Afghanistan are almost sure to recommend 
this option, since they are deeply committed to the current 
approach and have invested years in developing its structural 
underpinnings. Yet once partnering is resumed, the inevitable 
next insider attack -- and the next, and the next -- would likely 
render this option politically untenable and markedly worsen 
the existing discontent at home and growing concern among 
troops partnered with Afghans in the field. 

Alternatively, it could keep the current restrictions in 
place -- that is, no partnering or advisory work below battalion 
level -- while accelerating the draw down of U.S. and coalition 
forces. Special operations forces might be exempted from 
these restrictions, but conventional forces would focus on 
turning areas over to their Afghan counterparts more rapidly. 
At the same time, efforts could be ramped up to train English-
speaking Afghan officers to replace American advisers as the 

frontline links to U.S. air power. American jets, helicopters, 
and drones would continue to be available to Afghan forces 
for rapid response when engaging the Taliban in close combat. 

With this option, the United States could substantially 
draw down its forces -- perhaps to 35,000 troops -- by the 
summer of 2013, when Afghan forces are already scheduled to 
take security responsibility for the whole country. U.S. special 
forces could more rapidly assume the lead of American 
efforts, a step that is already planned for 2014. A deep 
reduction in U.S. conventional forces would make clear that 
the Afghan security forces --and President Hamid Karzai -- 
were unequivocally taking ownership of the war. Afghan 
infantry battalions would replace U.S. infantry battalions in 
securing villages and maintaining areas that have already been 
cleared of Taliban fighters. And the Afghan people might see 
civilian casualties from coalition airpower a bit differently if 
those strikes were called by Afghan troops, rather than by 
Americans. 

U.S. military leaders often privately express concern 
about whether the Afghan forces will be able to stand up to the 
Taliban after most coalition forces are gone. Best estimates 
put the Taliban strength today at about 30,000 fighters. By 
next month, Afghan army and police forces will have reached 
their target strength of 352,000. In the next few years, they 
will be supported by unchallenged U.S. airpower, drones 
capable of downloading video or missiles, and adept counter-
terrorist strike units. If the Afghan security forces can't hold 
off the Taliban under these conditions, NATO has far bigger 
problems in Afghanistan than returning a handful of advisors 
to the battlefield can solve. 

The United States perversely finds itself today in the 
long-sought position of having achieved its broad strategic 
objectives connected to the attacks of September 11, 2001: 
Osama bin Laden is dead, al Qaeda is disrupted and diffused, 
and the Taliban no longer dominate Afghanistan. Yet eleven 
years on, the United States now finds itself implacably at war 
with the Taliban, a local insurgency with no discernible global 
objectives. The strategic logic of this costly effort in a world 
where U.S. military power is stretched thin is painfully 
elusive. It is time to put President Karzai and his troops in the 
lead and more rapidly draw down U.S. military forces to a 
sustainable, modest level of support. It is now time -- finally -- 
for Afghans to take full ownership of their conflict with the 
Taliban. 

Lt. Gen. David Barno (ret.) was commander of U.S. 
forces in Afghanistan from 2003 to 2005 and is a senior fellow 
at the Center for a New American Security. 
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31. U.S. Pivots Toward Trouble In West Pacific 
(ASIA TIMES ONLINE 26 SEP 12) ... Jian Junbo 

SHANGHAI - The dispute over the territorial sovereignty 
of the Diaoyu Islands (called Senkaku Islands in Japan) in the 
East China Sea continues to escalate. There is not the slightest 
sign that either side wants to back off a bit. 

Now more and more people in China are beginning to 
question the role of the United States in this territorial dispute 
with Japan. Washington repeatedly says it takes no side in it. 
But it has adopted Senkaku as its official name for the 
disputed islands and proclaimed that the U.S.-Japan Security 

Treaty applies to them. And recently, the U.S. and Japan held 
joint military drills focusing on seizing islands, suggesting that 
"the United States intends to put pressure on China,” 
commented Rear Admiral Zhang Zhaozhong, of China's 
National Defense University. 

From China's perspective, it may not be coincidental that 
its long-standing but dormant territorial disputes with Japan 
and other neighboring countries in the South China Sea 
suddenly intensified after Washington announced its "return to 
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Asia" strategic shift. This further raises the suspicion that the 
U.S. move is aimed at containing China's rise. 

The administration of U.S. President Barack Obama first 
announced its "return-to-Asia" strategic shift in 2009 at the 
ASEAN Regional Forum in Singapore. On that occasion, U.S. 
Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton claimed that after 
being distracted for a decade in the Middle East, Washington 
planned to re-pivot toward Asia. Afterward, Washington 
announced that American soldiers would be pulled out of 
Afghanistan and Iraq by 2014, and more military facilities and 
personnel would be deployed in the Asia-Pacific region. 

In May of this year, Obama announced a plan to cut 
American troops in Europe and increase the U.S. military 
presence in the Asia-Pacific region, in accordance with the 
new "Asia pivot" strategy. For instance, about U.S. $12 billion 
would be spent to upgrade the military base in Guam, 
thousands of soldiers and advanced military facilities would 
be based in Darwin, Australia, and six aircraft carriers would 
be deployed in the Pacific Ocean, despite the fact that the U.S. 
would reduce its total number of aircraft carriers from 12 to 
11. 

Implementing the new strategy, the U.S. has also largely 
enhanced military ties and cooperation with its allies in Asia, 
especially Japan, the Philippines and South Korea, through 
reaffirming their shared defense responsibilities, carrying out 
joint military exercises and selling more advanced weapons to 
them. 

The new Asia-pivot strategy also put a stamp on the U.S.-
dominated regional free-trade area - the Trans-Pacific 
Strategic Economic Partnership Agreement (TPP), which 
originated from the FTA of the Asia-Pacific (FTAAP) - in 
which China, as Asia's biggest economy, is excluded. 

It is with America's upgraded and more ambitious 
engagement in Asia and the Pacific that China appears to be 
starting to face more external challenges in this region. 

Since last year, China and the Philippines have been 
locked in a territorial dispute over Huanyan Island 
(Scarborough Shoal) in the South China Sea. Meanwhile, 
disputes over some other waters and islands in that sea 
between Vietnam and China have also soured relations 
between the two socialist countries. And this year, the Diaoyu 
issue has become a regional focus. 

Noticeably, behind all the conflicts associated with China 
and its neighbors in recent years, there is the big shadow of the 
U.S., which seems to have suspiciously poured fuel on the 
flames. 

For example, amid the bilateral territorial disputes 
between China and the Philippines and Vietnam, the U.S., 
appearing as a "mediator,” has always intervened just in time 
to make the situation more complicated. It has virtually 
encouraged the Philippines and Vietnam to challenge China's 
"red line" continuously by strengthening its relationship with 
these two countries. The U.S. has reinforced its mutual 
defense treaty with the Philippines, providing advanced patrol 
ships to that country and carrying out joint naval exercises 
with it, as well as deepening military links with Vietnam. 

And now, as the China-Japan dispute over the Diaoyu 
Islands escalates, the U.S. is openly lending its support to 
Japan by proclaiming that the U.S.-Japan Security Treaty 
covers the Senkakus. 

With the sole superpower in the world actually taking 
sides, territorial disputes in the South China and East China 
seas have quickly escalated into serious conflicts between 
Beijing and its concerned neighbors. Manila's politicians 
landed on a disputed island and renamed it. Vietnamese 
nationalists launched street demonstrations against China. 
Reportedly Vietnam conducted 106 invasions of China-
claimed waters and islands last year to provoke Beijing. And 
now, Tokyo has "nationalized" the Diaoyu Islands to change 
the status quo unilaterally, which Beijing sees as a deliberate 
provocation, because the two countries agreed to shelve the 
dispute over the Diaoyus and keep the status quo when they 
normalized their diplomatic ties 40 years ago. 

Likewise, China has always maintained that the status quo 
should be kept and disputes shelved in the South China Sea. 
But the U.S., out of its own interests, seems to encourage the 
other parties to change the status quo, forcing China into tit-
for-tat reactions. 

It thus may not be too far-fetched to say that the East and 
South China seas might have remained calm without the U.S. 
"mediation" to implement its Asia-pivot strategy. 

If Washington really wanted to play the honest broker in 
these conflicts, why would it want to sell advanced weapons to 
Manila and strengthen military relations with Hanoi and 
Tokyo in the first place? Why would it always reprimand 
China when such conflicts occur? If Washington can justify its 
support of these countries as meant to help the so-called weak 
against the strong, what would it think if China supported Iran 
or North Korea when they ran into conflict with the United 
States? 

The fact is that before the U.S. began to carry out it 
"return-to-Asia" strategy, stability between China and its 
neighbors in East and Southeast Asia had generally been 
maintained, and regional integration seemed under way 
through Beijing's dialogues with the Association of Southeast 
Asian Nations and the China-Japan-South Korea strategic 
talks. Disputes on sovereignty over waters or islands had 
basically been put aside or overshadowed by economic 
cooperation. 

Nevertheless, while China and its Asian neighbors have 
become increasingly interdependent economically and benefit 
from one another, most of these countries don't trust China in 
regard to security matters, especially with its fast rise. There is 
a gap between China's economic relations and its political 
relations with its neighbors. Therefore, the U.S. has moved to 
take advantage of this gap, trying to enlarge it through its 
partiality tactics and proxy policy. That is, by its return to 
Asia, the U.S. is not helping to narrow the gap but is 
broadening it instead, making more trouble in the West 
Pacific. 

A careful review of China's positions and claims on 
islands and waters in the South and East China seas will show 
that Beijing has not changed its stance for decades. It is not 
new. It should also be noted that similar positions and claims 
are also held by Taiwan, a democratic island politically 
separated from mainland China. What does this mean? It 
means Beijing's positions over territorial disputes have 
nothing to do with its rise, its political system or its internal 
politics. The challenge is from the outside - its neighbors, with 
the backing of the U.S. 
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If the price of Washington's "return to Asia" is taking an 
antagonistic policy toward China and damaging China's core 
interests, this will in return undermine America's national 
interests. Cui Tiankai, China's vice-minister of foreign affairs, 
recently said in Hong Kong that "China is an Asian country by 
the Pacific. Both Asia and the Pacific are our family and our 
root." This indicates that China cannot retreat from any threats 
and challenges to its interests in this region. If the U.S. doesn't 
seriously care about China's concerns and interests here, its 
new Asia-pivot policy will destabilize the Asia-Pacific region 
and ultimately damage all countries' interests. 

To demonize China at the global level by its discourse of 
superiority and hegemony, and then to challenge China's core 
interests in the Pacific, could be seen as an emotional response 
to China's rise. But as a great and powerful Pacific state, the 
U.S. should rationally manage this region's potential conflicts, 
especially those with China - another powerful Pacific country 
- and cooperate with all other concerned countries. 

Whether Washington's return-to-Asia strategy will make 
the U.S. a troublemaker or a responsible actor in Asia is to a 
great extent dependent on its approach to China - to respect 
China's achievement or see it with jealousy. 
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32. An Ominous Pledge 
(THE DIPLOMAT 26 SEP 12) ... Mira Rapp-Hooper 

The recent tensions between China and Japan over the 
Senkaku/Diaoyu Islands have garnered much attention. While 
some analysts have noted that the territorial dispute could 
easily spiral into a trade war, others have hailed the episode as 
a harbinger of the potential danger of China’s rise in the 
coming years. 

But this is, of course, not a new story—Japan formally 
annexed the Senkakus in 1895, and the Chinese have claimed 
the territory for decades. What’s more, the two parties had a 
row over the uninhabited islands in the autumn of 2010. While 
this particular episode may already be subsiding, a repeat 
incident reminds us the Senkaku/Diaoyu issue is not likely to 
be settled any time soon. 

The Senkaku/Diaoyu dispute is a particularly thorny one 
because of the way it involves the United States. American 
officials have long maintained that the islands are covered by 
the U.S.-Japan security guarantee, because they fall under 
Japanese administrative control. In this most recent episode, 
Secretary of Defense Leon Panetta reminded both the Chinese 
and the Japanese of this important fact. What this means in 
treaty terms is that an unprovoked attack on Japan in the 
Senkakus can trigger military intervention by the U.S. That the 
islands are chiefly inhabited by goats is of little consolation 
here. The territory falls under the U.S.’ extended deterrent 
“umbrella,” and as such, could be a flashpoint in the Pacific in 
the years to come. 

The United States has extended deterrence to close allies 
since the beginning of the Cold War. It has extended a formal 
security guarantee to Japan since 1951. Throughout the Cold 
War, scholars and policymakers were keenly aware of an 
inherent “credibility problem” that came along with this type 
of alliance. If a major war broke out, would the United States 
really be willing to resort to nuclear weapons on behalf of an 
ally given the potentially devastating consequences it would 
face? In other words, could it really promise to trade Paris for 
Washington, or Bonn for New York? This debate raged for 
decades. So why is the Senkaku/Diaoyu issue any different 
than the extended deterrence dilemmas of yesteryear? There 
are at least two reasons. 

The first is a problem of assurance. In any extended 
deterrence relationship, the party providing the guarantee has 
to convince the recipient that it really will come to its aid if it 
is attacked. It is relatively easy for the U.S. to make this case 
with regard to Japan’s home islands . The United States 
maintains several bases in Japan, and troops have been 
deployed there since the end of World War II. If Japan was 

attacked, it is entirely likely that U.S. citizens, as well as 
Japanese would be victims, making a coordinated response all 
the more credible. The U.S. and Japan have also spent decades 
working out what a joint allied response to an attack would 
look like. Beyond logistical military planning, these open 
channels of communication serve to reassure the Japanese 
politically that the U.S. will fulfill its treaty commitments in 
the event of a conflict. 

The Senkakus are different however. Because the islands 
are uninhabited, the question of what would constitute an 
unprovoked attack on Japan is less clear. There are no citizens, 
either Japanese or American, who are at risk, and there are 
certainly no military bases or “trip wire” forces. And despite 
the U.S. position that the treaty covers the Senkakus, one 
could not blame the Japanese for worrying that their alliance 
partner may not see the same vested interest in defending the 
islands as they would in defending Tokyo. Behind closed 
doors, U.S. officials have presumably reiterated and explicated 
their commitment to defending the islands. But American 
officials may not have an incentive to doggedly insist that the 
U.S. military will defend the Senkakus as though they were 
the American homeland. 

The reason for this is the problem of moral hazard. An 
ironclad alliance promise for joint defense of the islands could 
theoretically create some perverse incentives when the next 
row with China occurs. An unflappable belief in U.S. support 
on this particular issue could lead the Japanese take a harder 
line than they would if they were slightly less sure about how 
the security guarantee applied to the islands. There is no 
reason to believe that the Japanese would escalate a crisis 
irresponsibly, and crisis communication between the allies has 
historically been excellent. But a further complication is this: 
In both the recent row and the 2010 standoff, both China and 
Japan engaged in very low-level provocations. One hopes that 
the conflict will not rise above this threshold at any point in 
the future. But if a Senkaku/Diaoyu dispute were to involve a 
serious use of force in the future, it could be very difficult to 
decide “who started it.” Was the Chinese movement of 
maritime vessels the first move, or was the Japanese purchase 
of the islands a provocation? In the first case the U.S. security 
guarantee is triggered; in the second case it is not. These 
alliance problems are extremely difficult, but make it is easy 
to see why the Senkakus are their own extended deterrence 
dilemma for both Tokyo and Washington. 

The second problem is one of deterrence. During the Cold 
War, lines of amity and enmity were reasonably clear, 
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especially for the first two decades of that standoff. The 
United States had allies in NATO, its bilateral alliances in East 
Asia, and pacts like ANZUS and SEATO. They were all more 
or less constructed in opposition to the Soviet (and Chinese) 
communist threat. These lines got blurrier during Détente, and 
following Nixon’s opening to the PRC, but the basic point still 
stood: It was reasonably obvious who was to be deterred and 
who was to be reassured. When a crisis erupted (say, the 
various standoffs over Berlin), the United States could send 
clear signals that it intended to defend its allies unequivocally. 
These signals included things like public statements of support 
and enhanced military cooperation (e.g. symbols of 
commitment like joint exercises). But in this particular 
conflict, this kind of signaling is not desirable. 

The reason for this is that China is not an adversary, and 
the Obama administration has been careful not to treat it as 
such. The U.S. has taken pains to stay publicly neutral on this 
iteration of the territorial dispute, despite its obvious treaty 
commitments. Just last week, Secretary Panetta announced the 
decision to place new missile defense radar in Japan—an 
important, but fairly routine sort of signal of military interest 
in an ally during a time of crisis. The next day, however, 
Panetta was in China, with the primary goal of building better 
military-to-military ties with Beijing. The U.S. has long 
exhorted the Chinese to be more forthcoming about the nature 
of its growing military capabilities, and enhanced military-to-
military ties are crucial. Panetta’s visit to a Chinese naval base 
was an important step towards defense transparency between 
the two great powers. The United States’ interest in mitigating 
military uncertainty with China will not and should not be a 
passing one. But this brings with it its own set of challenges. 
The Chinese have long worried that U.S. security 
commitments are an effort to contain the PRC. U.S. goals vis-
à-vis China will have a major effect on the way that the U.S. 
can signal to the Japanese in times of difficulty. 

Contrast this, if you will, to the kinds of signals that are 
appropriate to send to the ROK. Following North Korean 
nuclear and missile tests or acts of serious provocation like the 
sinking of the Cheonon or shelling of Yeonpeon, the U.S. 
routinely reiterates its unequivocal commitment to stand by 
South Korea. The two countries hold very public joint military 

exercises, and have decided to retain their longstanding joint 
force structure for a few more years. The U.S.-ROK-DPRK 
military dynamic is by no means a desirable one, but it 
involves a very different type of communication than the Sino-
Japanese-American relationship, especially where deterrence 
and reassurance are concerned. 

So what is to be done about the extended deterrence 
dilemma in the East China Sea? It is clear that carefully 
calibrated diplomacy will be required to meet these assurance 
and deterrence challenges. There will be no room for Cold 
War-like rhetoric that supports our allies at the expense of 
alienating crucial partners. One important initiative is already 
under way. 

In 2011, the U.S.-Japan Security Consultative Committee 
announced the Extended Deterrence Dialogues—a standing 
consultative mechanism that allows the allies to stay in close 
communication on issues relating to the security guarantee 
during peacetime. A similar institution, called the Extended 
Deterrence Policy Committee was created for the U.S.-ROK 
alliance. Since 1966, NATO has had a Nuclear Planning 
Group, which allows for allied consultation on crucial 
defense-related matters, and these initiatives are welcome 
additions to U.S. partnerships in East Asia. Peacetime 
consultation mechanisms encourage alliance cohesion, and 
make it more likely that allies will be on the same page if and 
when crises do occur. And standing channels for 
communication like the EDD mean that public, but potentially 
polarizing demonstrations of the U.S. commitment to Japan 
may not be required during crises to reassure this important 
ally. 

Closer peacetime communication and planning between 
the U.S. and Japan and increased military transparency 
between the U.S. and China will both go a long way in helping 
to mitigate the Senkaku/Diaoyu disputes of the future. But 
striking a balance between these priorities will be difficult. 
There is no question that on crucial questions of extended 
deterrence, we are in uncharted waters. 

Mira Rapp-Hooper is a doctoral candidate in political 
science at Columbia University where she is completing a 
dissertation on extended deterrence and alliance politics. 
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33. Budgeteers To The Rescue 
Can accountants save the Pentagon? 
(POLITICO 26 SEP 12) ... Gordon Adams 

Will the fiscal cliff turn into a mere step off the curb for 
the Pentagon? It may depend on the definition that the 
administration's accountants use in applying the Budget 
Control Act to defense -- a definition about which there seems 
to be disagreement. 

The Office of Management and Budget put out its 
sequester report ten days ago, saying it could not provide 
details on how the budget sequester would affect government 
"programs, projects, and activities (PPA)," the way last year's 
Budget Control Act requires, because Congress only gave the 
agency 30 days to complete the report. The number-crunchers 
just didn't have time to get their institutional arms around the 
definition of PPA and wrestle the details to the ground, 
according to OMB. 

So their report only assessed the impact of sequestration 
at the level of "accounts," of which there are about 50 in the 
Pentagon budget -- Air Force aircraft procurement, Navy 
operations and maintenance, etc. Every one of these accounts 
has multiple programs tucked inside -- specific weapons 
systems, for example -- and OMB implied that each ofthose 
programs would be hit in a sequester with a 9.4 percent cut. 

OMB is still working on exactly what PPA means across 
the government, but yesterday in an offhand comment 
Pentagon Comptroller Bob Hale was reported as saying that 
the OMB document "would give us more flexibility" because 
it might allow DOD "accounts" to be defined as the PPA. 

If Hale's interpretation survives the day, DOD would have 
an early holiday present. And it would put out the firestorm 
being whipped up both by the secretary of defense and by such 
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Republican stalwarts as John McCain, Lindsey Graham, and 
Buck McKeon, who have been running a high-volume mini-
campaign about the fiscal cliff, warning about job losses, plant 
closures, and layoff notices -- all backed up by the Aerospace 
Industries Association's warning about a million defense jobs 
being lost in the event of sequestration. 

Not reporting out data on specific programs ten days ago 
allowed the Obama administration to escape the politically-
charged damage of identifying specific programs and locations 
that would be hit by the automatic cuts in the middle of the 
election campaign. That makes a smaller political target for 
defenders of the F-35, like Lockheed Martin, which integrates 
the plane, and whose CEO, Bob Stevens, has loudly warned 
that he will have to send layoff notices to his workers before 
the election because of the impact of the sequester. 

But the Hale interpretation also breaks with past 
precedent. In the sequesters under the old Gramm Rudman 
Hollings Act of 1985 (incorporated into the Budget Control 
Act), OMB defined "PPA" as "program elements" in the 
defense budget, which means individual programs, like the F-
35. This time around, that interpretation would lead to a 9.4 
percent cut in resources for each and everyspecific program; a 
tough management task. (Though perhaps not that tough: As 
an Air Force program manager told me last week: "You're 
telling me I have to manage my program this year with 9.4 

percent fewer dollars than I asked for. Heck, that's my job; I 
do it all the time inside my overall program account. I could 
do it with no harm to the program at all.") 

For DOD, the "accounts as PPAs" interpretation would 
provide a gift if there is a sequester: flexibility. If a 9.4 percent 
budget cut hit "Air Force procurement," the Pentagon would 
have greater flexibility to find those dollars, trading off 
between various aircraft programs. Defense officials could 
reduce the funding for additional work on the troubled F-22; 
they could slow the buy of the new tanker; they could protect 
the F-35 from the cuts. The budget request for Air Force 
Aircraft Procurement is $11.3 billion, leaving lots of room for 
"in flight" budgetary maneuvers. Not so rigid, and good news 
for Pentagon managers looking for space to maneuver. 

Hale's comment may be more wish than reality; it may not 
last for long. There is no sign from OMB that it agrees, and it 
is very easy (and probably right, I understand) to read the 
OMB report the other way. But it tells us the sequester 
"shadow play" is not over. Flexible or not, though, DOD is in 
for budget discipline it has not seen over the past decade, 
something I will be writing about in the coming weeks. 

Gordon Adams is professor of international relations at 
the School of International Service at American University 
and Distinguished Fellow at the Stimson Center. 
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34. Subs Belong In Groton 
(NEW LONDON DAY 27 SEP 12) ... Editorial 

News of a Navy plan to move a portion of its submarine 
fleet from Groton to the western Pacific over the next decade 
should serve as a reminder that officials here must adopt the 
same vigilant attitude as the military when it comes to 
developing long-term strategies. 

In short, you can't let your guard down. 
During an interview Tuesday at the Naval Submarine 

Base, Adm. Jonathan W. Greenert, the chief of naval 
operations, projected that by 2020 the number of attack 
submarines assigned here will shrink from 16 to 12. Subs also 
will be moved west from the naval station in Norfolk, Va., in 
response to the military's overall shift in focus to Asia. 

While Adm. Greenert's comments in no way suggest the 
Groton base's future is jeopardized - if anything, they reinforce 
the Navy's commitment to maintaining it along with bases in 
Norfolk and Kings Bay, Ga. - Connecticut authorities who 
have for years had to fend off Base Realignment and Closure 
efforts should be wary. 

Town, state and base officials must continue to make 
improvements to the base, underscoring its importance not just 
to the region's economy but to the nation's security. 

And all eyes must remain on the horizon to ensure Groton 
remains Submarine Capital of the World. 
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35. Fostering Innovation In The United States Navy 
(U.S. NAVAL INSTITUTE BLOG 26 SEP 12) ... Rear Adm. James Foggo 

Innovation is back! There is an undeniable renewal of 
interest and forward momentum in innovative thought in the 
United States Navy today. Why is this? What is driving the 
renewed attention to innovation? 

Several factors influence innovation in both a positive and 
a negative way. Stephen Rosen discusses many of these 
factors in his book, “Winning the Next War: Innovation in the 
Modern Military.” Rosen talks about “technology push,” 
which occurs when new and disruptive technologies are 
discovered and sometimes reluctantly incorporated into our 
warfighting platforms. Though not immediately embraced, 
over time these technologies can – and often do – 
revolutionize how we fight. The triumph of steam over sail in 
the United States Navy is a good example, but one that was 
hard fought to incorporate or inculcate into the minds of naval 
officers of that era. Likewise, Rosen’s “demand pull” (or 

mission pull) stimulates innovation when there is a critical 
warfighting need and no platform or technology currently 
available to meet that need. Brave men fought the first and 
second Battle of the Atlantic in diesel submarines that were 
cold, cramped, noisy and vulnerable. The need to remain 
submerged and undetected for long periods of time created a 
mission pull for nuclear propulsion which contributed to our 
modern day fleet of highly capable nuclear powered 
submarines. 

While we would have eventually figured out how to put 
an atomic pile inside a submarine, I think it is fair to say it 
would not have happened as fast without the contribution of a 
“maverick” like Admiral Hyman G. Rickover. He drove this 
process relentlessly and against much opposition, eventually 
putting to sea the modern SSN. Rickover was unconventional 
in his methods but he got results. Nowadays, mavericks must 



 38

learn to work within an even more complex rule set and 
hierarchy which can stifle innovation. Today’s acquisition 
process is rather burdensome and although we make the best 
weapon systems in the world, we must be more responsive in 
pacing or better yet, exceeding adversary threat capabilities. 
This of course puts incredible pressure on traditional timelines 
in research, development and acquisition. Our ongoing efforts 
to introduce agility and speed into this process must continue 
if we are to remain a dominant power. 

Beyond traditional red-tape, another factor driving – or 
inhibiting – innovation is money. With competing priorities in 
the President’s budget, some savings have been realized 
through reductions in defense spending. Budget reductions 
and periods of fiscal austerity invariably serve to stimulate 
critical thought and innovative ways of warfighting.  Admiral 
Jim Stavridis, Supreme Allied Commander Europe 
(SACEUR), often quotes a well-known figure in the Royal 
Navy, Admiral Sir Jackie Fisher who said at the beginning of 
the twentieth century, “Now that the money has run out we 
must start to think!” SACEUR’s reference is poignant, as 
Fisher is primarily celebrated as an innovator, strategist and 
developer of the Royal Navy of the First World War era. 
When appointed First Sea Lord in 1904, he recapitalized older 
vessels still in active service but no longer useful and set about 
constructing modern replacements. Fisher is rightly credited 
with creating a battle fleet well prepared to fight Germany at 
sea during World War I. 

By any account, our Navy budget is not insignificant, but 
we must continue to adapt to potential changes. Following 
Fisher’s suggestion to “think” may provide the catalyst to 
innovating our way past many of the challenges we face today. 
This may seem too obvious, for how else does one find an 
answer, except to think. But how frequently do any of us 
commit to the type of thinking required to fully understand 
issues and then devise possible solutions? Rear Admiral Terry 
Kraft, Commander of the Naval Warfare Development Center 
(NWDC) recently published The Innovators Guide which 
dedicates a full four pages to creative thought and generation 
of ideas. Thinking may not be as simple as it sounds, but we 
must commit to it in order to find the right solutions. 

Recognizing these constraints, the CNO has challenged us 
to facilitate innovation across the Navy, and several 
organizations have taken great strides towards this end. The 
NWDC is a key stakeholder, and its mission is to “link 
tomorrow’s ideas to today’s warfighter through the rapid 
generation and development of innovative solutions to 
operational challenges.” This is done by operating at the speed 
of the Fleet and maintaining a focus on non-material solutions 
for the future. In this way, the NWDC serves as a “think tank” 
for how we fight tomorrow’s battles. 

So why NWDC? I would offer that there are many lessons 
we must learn from history, and one of my favorites is 
examined by Barry Posen in The Sources of Military Doctrine, 
in his study of the German doctrine. He notes that Germany 
“won the battle of France and lost the Battle of Britain. She 
won the battle for which she had prepared and lost the one for 
which she had not. Her military doctrine had long envisioned 
major land campaigns on the European continent. Operations 
beyond its shores had been given little thought.” The doctrine 
worked well, until the context of the battle changed to exceed 
its design. In operating at the “speed of the Fleet,” the NWDC 

is positioned to look forward and adapt to the changing 
battlefield and its dynamic conditions. 

I recently read RADM Kraft’s NWDC post entitled 
“Naval Innovation Reboot,” which provides thought-
provoking messages about the rapid pace of communications 
facilitated by social networks where ideas are transformed into 
reality at a very high rate. He argues that the Navy has yet to 
capitalize on the benefits of these advancements, and suggests 
that we better empower our Sailors – already more than 
comfortable with this technology – to use it to our advantage. 
To more directly engage these junior leaders, last summer, the 
NWDC hosted a “Junior Leader Innovation Symposium.” The 
symposium was designed to educate these leaders on the 
importance of innovation, empower them to contribute new 
ideas, facilitate connected discussion and start to harvest their 
ideas. In keeping with their broad-based approach, NWDC 
also brings together leadership from industry, military and 
academia to ensure an awareness and openness to innovative 
solutions and ideas. In other words, Kraft knows that the 
water’s edge for innovation is NOT at the water’s edge. 

One of the most recent efforts from NWDC examines the 
establishment of a Rapid Innovation Cell. In broad terms, the 
cell is envisioned as a mechanism to transform disruptive 
ideas into solutions and as an alternative path to fielding 
solutions. 

The Office of Naval Research (ONR) is another highly-
valuable player in this endeavor. As the Department of the 
Navy’s Science and Technology (S&T) provider, ONR leads 
the cutting edge of S&T solutions to address Navy and Marine 
Corps needs.  This effort is developed within and among three 
directorates, one of which is committed to innovation. ONR’s 
Directorate of Innovation “cultivates innovative science and 
technology approaches that support the Department of the 
Navy and facilitate rapid and agile responses to our changing 
national security environment.” 

Armed with state-of-the-art test facilities and a team of 
world-class scientists and engineers from a variety of fields, 
they are well-equipped to advance innovative solutions for the 
most challenging issues. ONR supports a number of programs 
aimed to streamline the fielding of technology to the Fleet and 
Forces. When urgent needs are identified through the Urgent 
Operational Needs Statement (UONS), Joint UONS (JUONS) 
and Joint Emergent Operational Needs (JEONs) programs, 
ONR experts are called upon to ensure available technologies 
are leveraged in solutions for the fleet. As a complementary 
process ONR also manages CNO’s Speed to Fleet program, 
which aims to provide quick-reaction mature and new 
technologies to deliver working prototypes to warfighters in 
high-risk or high-threat areas within 12-24 months. 

Also within ONR’s quick-reaction S&T portfolio, the 
Tech Solutions program is a transformational business process 
created by the Chief of Naval Research to provide Sailors and 
Marines with a web-based tool for bringing warfighter needs 
to the Naval Research Enterprise for rapid response and 
delivery. The program accepts recommendations and 
suggestions, via an on-line submission form, from Navy and 
Marine Corps personnel working at the ground level on ways 
to improve mission effectiveness through the application of 
technology. It is solely focused on delivering needed 
technology to the U.S. Navy and Marine Corps, within 12-18 
months, and moving the sea services toward more effective 
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and efficient use of personnel. The program has a proven track 
record too, resulting in technology to the fleet including a 
Catapult Capacity Selector Valve Calculator (CSV) – a hand-
held Flight Deck Ops Assistant which eliminates a laborious 
process of referencing paper manuals to determine catapult 
settings. 

With NWDC and ONR working as partners, the Navy has 
an infrastructure which is well-postured to support innovation. 
Just a thought before I move on… One of our S&T scientists 
recently e-mailed me a link to the U.S. Coast Guard 
Innovation Program. It’s a five-page document which formally 
establishes the Coast Guard Innovation Program. There may 
be a risk of institutionalizing innovation, but we might also 
benefit from having a written plan which supports innovative 
thought. The Coast Guard has an Innovation Council not 
unlike the current effort undertaken by NWDC. It also 
recognizes innovation in the ranks with an annual award and 
incentive program and sponsors an annual USCG Innovation 
Expo in partnership with industry. Perhaps we should follow 
suit? 

Innovation has been described as having several forms. 
These range from technological to strategic, and I’ll give a 
more detailed outline of my thoughts on some of these later, 
but we suggest we must also contemplate the nature of 
innovation we aim to achieve. 

In a recent Proceedings article entitled Payloads over 
Platforms, the CNO calls for the “decoupling of payload 

development from platform development (to) take advantage 
of a set of emerging trends in precision weapons, stealth, ship 
and aircraft construction, economics, and warfare.” By tracing 
a timeline of successful payload shifts across the service of the 
USS Enterprise (CVN-65), his article illustrates some 
innovative success the Navy has enjoyed, but these successes 
were a result of coincidence, and perhaps a dose of good luck, 
rather than initial design. And, even if the blueprints were 
drawn up to facilitate payload changes, this approach to design 
is not pervasive enough to support the CNO’s goals. NWDC 
and ONR have both adopted or structured approaches to 
facilitate significant changes like this.  If we can successfully 
tap the ideas of our junior leaders on the deck plates, I believe 
we are well-suited to develop solutions to propel us in the 
direction the CNO is pointing. 

We face difficult challenges, and innovation provides us 
one path to solving many of them. I encourage all of our 
Sailors to discuss ideas and contribute thoughts to this blog or 
any others I have referenced. We need solutions, and we must 
be open in our search for them. Is the Navy, as an institution 
best optimized to innovate? How can we do better? I yield to 
the “wisdom of the crowd” on this matter, and I am confident 
that many of you have outstanding ideas that we haven’t yet 
heard. Get ‘em out there! 

RDML Foggo is the Director, OPNAV N81 (Assessments) 
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On This Day In The Navy: 
1867: Captain William Reynolds of Lackawanna raises U.S. flag over Midway Island and took formal possession of these islands 
for the U.S. 
 

TOP STORIES: 
1. Iran Said To Send Troops To Bolster Syria 
Commanders and Hundreds of Elite Soldiers Deployed to Damascus, Members Say, as Deepening Conflict 
Worries Key Ally 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 28 AUG 12) ... Farnaz Fassihi 

BEIRUT—Iran is sending commanders from its elite Iranian Revolutionary Guard Corps and hundreds of foot soldiers to Syria, 
according to current and former members of the corps. 

 
2. Defense Ministry Quietly Begins Providing Assistance To Military Forces Overseas 
Japan discreetly increases defence assistance to counter China 
(ASAHI SHIMBUN 28 AUG 12) ... Yoshihiro Makino 

Far-flung Tonga is among a medley of developing nations that Japan's Defense Ministry is rushing to assist under a program 
begun without fanfare, but which has the potential to rapidly expand. 

 
3. Military Spending On Biofuels Draws Fire 
(NEW YORK TIMES 28 AUG 12) ... Diane Cardwell 

When the Navy put a Pacific fleet through maneuvers on a $12 million cocktail of biofuels this summer, it proved that warships 
could actually operate on diesel from algae or chicken fat. 

 

ASIA – PACIFIC: 
4. Tokyo Governor Talks Tough On Isles 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 28 AUG 12) ... Phred Dvorak and Toko Sekiguchi 

TOKYO—As Japan's government is trying to smooth a quarrel with China over the sovereignty of a set of islands that lies 
between them, the man who ignited the current flare-up shows no sign of turning down the heat. 

 
5. Maritime Disputes Trouble Asian Bloc 
Traditionally low-key ASEAN struggles to balance China, U.S. 
(WASHINGTON POST 28 AUG 12) ... Andrew Higgins 

SIEM REAP, CAMBODIA — Thrown off balance by a cacophony of rival claims in the South China Sea, the Association of 
Southeast Asian Nations is struggling to cope with the “big and heavy” presence of China and the United States in the region, Surin 
Pitsuwan, the group’s secretary general, said Monday. 

 
6. Will Russia And China Risk Palling Up Against The United States? 
The Building of an American Missile-Defense System in Southeast Asia Could Alter the World Geopolitical 
Situation; Possible Russia-China Joint Efforts To Counter U.S. Missile-Defense Plans Weighed 
(MOSCOW SVOBODNAYA PRESSA 25 AUG 12) ... Aleksey Polubota 

The United States will be expanding missile defenses not only in Europe but in Southeast Asia also. This follows from a Wall 
Street Journal report. The building of new radars in Southern Japan and on the Philippines is seemingly geared to an intensification of 
supervision of the fractious and unpredictable North Korea. But American military experts are making no secret of the fact that the 
missile-defense system will in the future mainly contain the growing military might of China. 
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7. Aussie Warships In Thick Of Eight-Nation Exercise 
(NORTHERN TERRITORY NEWS (AUSTRALIA) 28 AUG 12) 

THOUSANDS of navy and air force personnel from eight nations are preparing for one of their most important exercises of the 
year. 

 

MIDEAST: 
8. France Urges Action In Syria 
(WASHINGTON POST 28 AUG 12) ... Anne Gearan and Babak Dehghanpisheh 

Scattershot diplomatic efforts aimed at curbing the worsening violence in Syria grew more complicated Monday, with France 
urging world recognition of a shadow Syrian government that the United States considers premature. 

 
9. In Policy Shift, Morsi To Visit Iran 
Egyptian president's decision seen as sign that Cairo will no longer defer to U.S. 
(WASHINGTON POST 28 AUG 12) ... Ernesto Londoño 

CAIRO — A decision by Egypt’s new president to travel to Tehran for a summit of the Non-Aligned Movement this week 
reflects a major foreign policy shift for the Arab world’s most populous nation, after decades of subservience to Washington. 

 

AFGHANISTAN: 
10. Taliban Hit Afghans As U.S. Pulls Troops 
Insurgent Fighters Behead 17 Civilians and Kill 10 Soldiers 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 28 AUG 12) ... Maria Abi-Habib and Habib Khan Totakhil 

KABUL—Taliban fighters beheaded 17 civilians and killed 10 Afghan soldiers in separate attacks in southern Helmand province, 
officials said, as Afghanistan's forces struggled to assert control over areas where the U.S. is withdrawing surge troops. 

 

LEGAL: 
11. U.S. Soldiers Punished For Quran Burnings 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 27 AUG 12) ... Lolita C. Baldor 

WASHINGTON — A series of miscommunications, poor guidance and soldiers' decisions to take "the easy way instead of the 
right way" resulted in the burning of Qurans and other religious books at a U.S. base in Afghanistan early this year, a military 
investigation released Monday concluded. 

 

ENERGY: 
12. Farmers In Cahoots With Navy Biofuel Mission 
(CLEAN TECHNICA 27 AUG 12) ... Tina Casey 

When Republican leadership in Congress tried to torpedo the U.S. Navy’s ambitious biofuel programs last spring, the Navy 
managed to fight its way around those obstacles. The maneuvers received some media attention at the time, but one strategic ally 
seems to have slipped under the radar: the U.S. Department of Agriculture. The USDA has been funding a network of eight biofuel 
refineries in every region of the country while supporting foundational research that will help make biofuels cost competitive with 
fossil fuels, which will benefit the Navy and farmers alike. 

 
13. City Of Davis, Military Join To Lobby For Solar 
(SACRAMENTO BEE 26 AUG 12) ... Dan Morain 

The U.S. Navy has come to the defense of the ecotopian college town of Davis, where streetlights have been adjusted to make 
stargazing more productive. 

 

PERSONNEL: 
14. Veterans Job Training Slots Fill Up Quickly 
(NAVY TIMES 27 AUG 12) ... Rick Maze 

The Veterans Affairs Department announced Monday it has filled 36,000 of the 45,000 job training openings available in 2012 for 
unemployed veterans ages 35 to 60, and it expects to have every slot filled by Sept. 30. 

 
15. Clarke Named Fleet Master Chief 
(NAVY TIMES 27 AUG 12) ... Mark D. Faram 

U.S. Fleet Forces Command in Norfolk, Va., announced Monday that Command Master Chief (SW/AW/IDW) Chuck Clarke will 
be the next top enlisted sailor. 
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16. Assistant Secretary Of The Navy Visits Japan 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 27 AUG 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Adam Thomas, Commander Naval Forces Japan 
Public Affairs 

YOKOSUKA, Japan -- Assistant Secretary of the Navy (ASN)(Manpower and Reserve Affairs), Honorable Juan M. Garcia III, 
kicked off a tour to the region Japan U.S. military installations with a visit to Commander, Fleet Activities Yokosuka (CFAY) Aug. 
27. 

 
17. Report Reveals Essex Chaos Before Collision 
(NAVY TIMES 27 AUG 12) ... Gidget Fuentes 

SAN DIEGO — Chaos ensued on the bridge of amphibious assault ship Essex last spring when a rudder became stuck, sending 
the ship into the oiler Yukon as it prepared for a replenishment at sea, the Navy investigation has found. 

 

ROTC: 
18. Sub Base, Yale Renew Ties With Return Of ROTC 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 27 AUG 12) ... Michael Melia 

GROTON, Conn. — For the first time in 40 years, students from a Naval Reserve Officers’ Training Corps unit are among the 
freshmen arriving at Yale University. 

 

LITTORAL COMBAT SHIP: 
19. LCS-3 Crew Takes On New Ship; Deals With Glitches Along The Way 
(DEFENSE DAILY 28 AUG 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

ABOARD THE FUTURE USS FORT WORTH -- The crew on the LCS-3 had been underway for more than two weeks on the 
latest Littoral Combat Ship’s (LCS) maiden voyage, learning about the ship’s systems, tackling equipment failures and preparing the 
vessel for commissioning next month. 

 

CONGRESS / BUDGET: 
20. 108,000 DoD Civilians Would Lose Jobs Under Sequestration: Report 
(DEFENSE NEWS 27 AUG 12) ... Andi Medici 

The Defense Department would be forced to cut 108,000 civilian employees from its work force next year if automatic budget 
cuts take effect Jan. 1, according to a new report. 

 

HURRICANE ISAAC: 
21. Guantánamo Suffered ‘Minimal Damage’ From Isaac’s Splash 
(MIAMI HERALD 27 AUG 12) ... Carol Rosenberg 

Life at the U.S. Navy base at Guantánamo Bay, Cuba, resumed its routine Monday after a three-day disruption while the base 
hunkered down for what in the end amounted to a drive-by from Tropical Storm Isaac — and a big splash. 

 
22. National Guard Mobilizes 4,126 Troops For Tropical Storm Isaac, Governor Says 
(NEW ORLEANS TIMES-PICAYUNE 27 AUG 12) ... Paul Purpura 

Gov. Bobby Jindal said today that 4,126 Louisiana Army and Air National Guard troops have been activated in anticipation of 
Tropical Storm Isaac, forecast to strike southeast Louisiana late Tuesday or early Wednesday. The troops are mobilizing supplies and 
equipment, and 16 liaison teams are embedding with parish governments, Jindal said. 

 

INFRASTRUCTURE / INSTALLATIONS: 
23. Navy Calls For Relocation Of St. Marys Airport 
Repeated skydiver intrusions must be eliminated, Navy says 
(FLORIDA TIMES-UNION 27 AUG 12) ... Terry Dickson 

The Aug. 12 landing of two skydivers inside Kings Naval Submarine Base’s perimeter has heightened the Navy’s security 
concern to the point that the base commander on Monday called for the relocation of the St. Marys Airport from which a skydiving 
business operates. 

 
24. Military Divers Deserve Own D.C. Monument, U.S. Senator Asserts 
(LOS ANGELES TIMES 27 AUG 12) ... Richard Simon 

WASHINGTON — This city known for its eclectic assortment of monuments could soon get another one: the Man in the Sea 
Memorial Monument, a tribute to military divers. 
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ARCTIC: 
25. Satellites Show Sea Ice In Arctic Is At A Record Low 
(NEW YORK TIMES 28 AUG 12) ... Justin Gillis 

The amount of sea ice in the Arctic has fallen to the lowest level on record, a confirmation of the drastic warming in the region 
and a likely harbinger of larger changes to come. 

 

OUTREACH: 
26. Navy Divers Swim In Shark Tank At Greater Cleveland Aquarium 
Visitors show appreciation as part of Navy Week 
(WEWS ABC CLEVELAND 27 AUG 12) ... Bob Fenner 

CLEVELAND - Monday was the first day of Navy Week in Cleveland and visitors to Greater Cleveland Aquarium witnessed 
what Naval officers do to help keep all of us safe. 

 

BOOKS: 
27. U.S. Officials Checking SEAL Raid Book For Secrets 
Pentagon Checking SEAL Raid Book For Classified Info 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 27 AUG 12) ... Kimberly Dozier 

WASHINGTON -- U.S. officials said Monday that they are reviewing a copy of a soon-to-be-published account of the raid that 
killed Osama bin Laden, checking for leaks of classified information. 

 

COMMENTARY: 
28. When Massacres Are Tolerable 
President Obama says he is determined to prevent mass atrocities. Why not in Syria? 
(WASHINGTON POST 28 AUG 12) ... Editorial 

Evidence is emerging of yet another horrific massacre by the Syrian regime of Bashar al-Assad, this time in the suburbs of 
Damascus. According to opposition sources, at least 300 people were slaughtered in the town of Daraya late last week. Videos posted 
on the Internet showed rows of bodies of young men and some children who had been shot in the head, execution-style. 

 
29. Why Are We Fostering Ties With Despots? 
(WASHINGTON POST 28 AUG 12) ... Walter Pincus 

The United States has been quietly deepening relationships in Central Asia, but in the process is embracing two authoritarian, 
lifetime presidents who don’t have great records on human rights. The State Department has repeatedly criticized both for those 
records and for their generally harsh treatment of domestic opponents. 

 
30. Iran's Nuclear Quest 
(NEW YORK TIMES 28 AUG 12) ... Editorial 

Iran appears to have installed a few hundred more centrifuges at its deep underground site known as Fordow, thus enhancing its 
ability to produce uranium enriched to 20 percent, a purity that can be converted relatively quickly to bomb-grade fuel. 

 
31. Military Contacts Can Ease Tension 
(SOUTH CHINA MORNING POST (HONG KONG) 28 AUG 12) ... Editorial 

The waters of the East and South China seas, turbulent amid territorial disputes, have been made even frothier by renewed U.S. 
interest in the Asia-Pacific. 

 
32. America Needs A Strong Navy 
(CANTON (OH) REPOSITORY 27 AUG 12) ... Vice Adm. Charles W. Martoglio 

America’s Navy is our nation’s front line in war and in peace, operating on, above and below the sea. 
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TOP STORIES: 
1. Iran Said To Send Troops To Bolster Syria 
Commanders and Hundreds of Elite Soldiers Deployed to Damascus, Members Say, as Deepening Conflict 
Worries Key Ally 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 28 AUG 12) ... Farnaz Fassihi 

BEIRUT—Iran is sending commanders from its elite 
Iranian Revolutionary Guard Corps and hundreds of foot 
soldiers to Syria, according to current and former members of 
the corps. 

The personnel moves come on top of what these people 
say are Tehran's stepped-up efforts to aid the military of 
Syrian President Bashar al-Assad with cash and arms. That 
would indicate that regional capitals are being drawn deeper 
into Syria's conflict—and undergird a growing perception 
among Mr. Assad's opponents that the regime's military is 
increasingly strained. 

A commander of the Iranian Revolutionary Guard Corps, 
or IRGC, appeared to offer Iran's first open acknowledgment 
of its military involvement in Syria. 

"Today we are involved in fighting every aspect of a war, 
a military one in Syria and a cultural one as well," Gen. Salar 
Abnoush, commander of IRGC's Saheb al-Amr unit, told 
volunteer trainees in a speech Monday. The comments, 
reported by the Daneshjoo news agency, which is run by 
regime-aligned students, couldn't be independently verified. 
Top Iranian officials had previously said the country isn't 
involved in the conflict. 

Iran has long trained members of the Syrian security 
apparatus in cybersecurity and spying on dissidents, U.S. 
officials and Syrian opposition members have said. The 
decision to send Iranian personnel comes after rebel attacks 
this summer in Syria's biggest cities, Damascus and Aleppo, in 
particular an explosion in July that killed four members of Mr. 
Assad's inner circle, according to the people familiar with the 
IRGC. 

Syria's regime is increasingly relying on a core of 
loyalists to conduct operations, say Syrian opposition 
members and rebel fighters. In recent weeks, Mr. Assad's 
army has been hobbled by defections, losing territory in 
Kurdish areas as well as near Turkey's border, these people 
say. On Monday, a Syrian military helicopter crashed in a ball 
of fire in Damascus, according to the Associated Press, citing 
activists and video footage. 

Syria's uprising has placed Iran in a foreign-policy 
predicament. As the Arab Spring unfolded in countries 
including Libya, Egypt and Bahrain, the Islamic Republic cast 
its own revolution as an inspiration for the uprisings. 

But Tehran didn't support the protesters in Syria—its 
closest ally in the region, the conduit between it and the 
Lebanese Shiite militant and political group Hezbollah, and a 
gateway for Iranian influence in the Arab world. Iran's most 
influential voices, including its supreme leader and the 
political and military power structures, have steadfastly 
supported Syria's president and, like Mr. Assad, have blamed 
the country's violence on foreign meddling and terrorists. 

But in continuing to support Mr. Assad, Tehran's popular 
support in the region appears to have waned. Some elements 
of the government appear to be hedging bets: In the past few 
months, Iran's Foreign Ministry has reached out to some 

Syrian opposition members, offering to mediate between the 
two sides. 

Those efforts appear to be overshadowed now by Iran's 
support for the Syrian military in its fight against the rebel 
insurgency, according to analysts and the former and current 
guard members. 

"One of Iran's wings will be broken if Assad falls. They 
are now using all their contacts from Iraq to Lebanon to keep 
him power," Mohsen Sazegara, a founding IRGC member 
who now opposes the Iranian regime and lives in exile in the 
U.S., said by telephone. 

On Thursday, Iran's defense minister publicly signaled a 
shift. If Syria fails to put down the uprising, Iran would send 
military help based on a mutual defense agreement between 
the two countries, two Iranian newspapers quoted Defense 
Minister Ahmad Vahidi as saying. Syria hadn't asked for 
assistance yet, he added. 

"Syria is managing this situation very well on its own," he 
said. "But if the government can't resolve the crisis on its own, 
then based on their request we will fulfill our mutual defense-
security pact." 

Syria's crisis tops the agenda at the summit of Non-
Aligned Movement nations this week in Tehran. Iranian 
Foreign Minister Ali Akbar Salehi said Thursday that Iran 
would announce a surprise peace plan for Syria during the 
five-day conference, which started Sunday. 

In Tehran, Syrian National Reconciliation Minister Ali 
Haidar met Monday with several Iranian officials and 
expressed Syria's gratitude. "The people of Syria will never 
forget the support of Iran during these difficult times," Mr. 
Haidar said, according to Iranian media. 

Iranian Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, who 
has the final word in all state matters, has appointed Qasim 
Solaimani, the commander of the elite Quds Forces, to 
spearhead military cooperation with Mr. Assad and his forces, 
according to an IRGC member in Tehran with knowledge 
about deployments to Syria. 

The Quds Forces are the IRGC's operatives outside Iran, 
responsible for training proxy militants and exporting the 
revolution's ideology. The U.S. blames the Quds Forces for 
terrorist attacks in Afghanistan and Iraq. 

"Solaimani has convinced Mr. Khamenei that Iran's 
borders extend beyond geographic frontiers, and fighting for 
Syria is an integral part of keeping the Shiite Crescent intact," 
said the IRGC member in Tehran. The so-called Crescent, 
which came together after Saddam Hussein's fall, includes 
Shiites from Iran, Iraq, Lebanon and Syria. 

Iran is now sending hundreds of rank-and-file members of 
the IRGC and the basij—a plainclothes volunteer militia 
answering to the guards—to Damascus, said two people in the 
IRGC familiar with the movements. 

Many of the Iranian troops hail from IRGC units outside 
Tehran, these people say, particularly from Iran's Azerbaijan 
and Kurdistan regions where they have experience dealing 
with ethnic separatist movements. They are replacing low-
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ranking Syrian soldiers who have defected to the Syrian 
opposition, these people said, and mainly assume non-fighting 
roles such as guarding weapons caches and helping to run 
military bases. 

Iran is also deploying IRGC commanders to guide Syrian 
forces in battle strategy and Quds commanders to help with 
military intelligence, Mr. Sazegara and the current IRGC 
members said. 

On the other side of Syria's conflict, Saudi Arabia and 
Qatar have funded and armed opposition rebels, while Turkey 
has allowed them to keep an unofficial base near Syria's 
border. Foreign Arab fighters, many of them extremist 
Jihadist, have also flocked to Syria to fight alongside rebels. 

Iran has also started moving military aid and cash to Syria 
through Iranian companies in Iraq, such as a construction 
company owned by a former IRGC member now living in Iraq 
and a tour company servicing pilgrims to holy Shiite sites, said 
Mr. Sazegara and a person in Iran familiar with the 
construction company. 

The IRGC and Syrian forces are working together to free 
48 Iranian hostages kidnapped by a unit of the opposition Free 
Syrian Army this month, according to two IRGC officials in 
Tehran as well as comments from an Iranian parliamentarian 
in Damascus this week. 

Iran at first denied the kidnapped Iranians had any link 
with the IRGC. But Mr. Salehi later said some of the hostages 
were retired members of the IRGC, calling them Iran's "most 
dear and beloved." Iranian opposition media, meanwhile, have 
named four of the men, calling them current IRGC 
commanders from various Iranian provinces. 

Iran's ambassador to Syria said recently that the hostages' 
whereabouts have been determined and that Iran is negotiation 
with Syria on how to rescue them, Iranian media reported. The 
envoy also said Iran and Syria had formed a joint committee, 
with intelligence, policy and military experts, for the rescue 
mission. Iranian media said Monday that this committee sends 
Mr. Assad regular updates of their findings. 

Return to Index 
 

2. Defense Ministry Quietly Begins Providing Assistance To Military Forces Overseas 
Japan discreetly increases defence assistance to counter China 
(ASAHI SHIMBUN 28 AUG 12) ... Yoshihiro Makino 

Far-flung Tonga is among a medley of developing nations 
that Japan's Defense Ministry is rushing to assist under a 
program begun without fanfare, but which has the potential to 
rapidly expand. 

The support to these military forces overseas is primarily 
technical in nature, although medical expertise is being 
offered, too. 

Indonesia, Vietnam, East Timor, Cambodia and Mongolia 
are also receiving assistance, according to government 
sources. 

However, concern is already being voiced about the way 
the program has quietly evolved. Officials cited a lack of 
discussions among officials advising the prime minister and in 
the Diet, as well as an absence of coordination between the 
defense and foreign ministries, in devising an overall strategy. 

In the medical field, for example, Japan will provide 
advice on dealing with the bends, acute decompression 
sickness that is common among deep-sea divers making a 
rapid ascent to the surface. 

As for technical matters, assistance will be offered for 
clearing land mines, which continue to maim and kill 
thousands of people around the world each year, among other 
things. 

The assistance, which is strictly non-combat in nature, 
falls under an initiative to help nations in the Asia-Pacific 
region build up their ability to defend themselves. 

Moves "to stabilize the security environment in areas 
surrounding Japan" were laid out in the National Defense 
Program Guidelines approved in December 2010. 

Although Japan's official development assistance handled 
by the Foreign Ministry bans funding armed forces overseas, 
the program being handled by the Defense Ministry falls 
outside of the ODA parameters. 

Officials said 160 million yen ($2 million) had been set 
aside in the fiscal 2012 budget for the program. They said the 
Defense Ministry will seek 200 million yen next fiscal year. 

However, a government source said, "It is very likely that 
the size of the program will quickly expand to about 10 times 
what it is now." 

This is because the recipient nations also have a long 
shopping list of other items, including weapons and supplies, 
that they want Japan to provide. 

The end of the Cold War, coupled with China's rapid 
military and naval buildup, prompted a number of Far-flung 
Tonga is among a medley of developing nations that Japan's 
Defence Ministry is rushing to assist under a program begun 
without fanfare, but which has the potential to rapidly expand. 

The support to these military forces overseas is primarily 
technical in nature, although medical expertise is being 
offered, too. 

Indonesia, Vietnam, East Timor, Cambodia and Mongolia 
are also receiving assistance, according to government 
sources. 

However, concern is already being voiced about the way 
the program has quietly evolved. Officials cited a lack of 
discussions among officials advising the Prime Minister and in 
the Diet, as well as an absence of coordination between the 
defence and foreign ministries, in devising an overall strategy. 

In the medical field, for example, Japan will provide 
advice on dealing with the bends, [the] acute decompression 
sickness that is common among deep-sea divers making a 
rapid ascent to the surface. 

As for technical matters, assistance will be offered for 
clearing land mines, which continue to maim and kill 
thousands of people around the world each year, among other 
things. 

The assistance, which is strictly non-combat in nature, 
falls under an initiative to help nations in the Asia-Pacific 
region build up their ability to defend themselves. 

Moves "to stabilize the security environment in areas 
surrounding Japan" were laid out in the National Defence 
Program Guidelines approved in December 2010. 
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Although Japan's official development assistance handled 
by the Foreign Ministry bans funding armed forces overseas, 
the program being handled by the Defence Ministry falls 
outside of the ODA [Official Development Assistance] 
parameters. 

Officials said [that] JPY 160 million (USD 2 million) had 
been set aside in the fiscal 2012 budget for the program. They 
said [that] the Defence Ministry will seek JPY 200 million 
next fiscal year. 

However, a government source said, "It is very likely that 
the size of the program will quickly expand to about 10 times 
what it is now." 

This is because the recipient nations also have a long 
shopping list of other items, including weapons and supplies, 
that they want Japan to provide. 

The end of the Cold War, coupled with China's rapid 
military and naval build-up, prompted a number of nations in 
Southeast Asia to expand their military capabilities. 

Some of these nations have been receiving help from 
other foreign governments, besides Japan. 

For example, China has provided patrol ships to East 
Timor. 

Indonesia will receive fighter jets from the United States. 
It has also signed an agreement with South Korea to purchase 
a submarine. 

A U.S. government source said the assistance being 
provided to Indonesia, which has the world's largest Muslim 
population, was to ensure it did not become a hotbed for 
terrorists. 

One reason the Defence Ministry embarked on the 
program is that other advanced nations have used military 
assistance in conjunction with their ODA funding. 

One government source said Japan did not want to fall 
behind other nations. 

The Defence Ministry in April 2011 set up a special 
section to handle the support program. The Finance Ministry, 
which is in charge of compiling budget requests, showed little 
interest in the program because it is so small. 

Another source said, "While we explained the program in 
the Defence white paper, probably because the nature of 
technical assistance is not very flashy, it did not attract the 
attention of politicians or the media." 

There has also been little in the way of discussions among 
the defence and foreign ministries to avoid an overlap in their 
assistance programs. 

The Defence Ministry, which is wary about China's 
growing military prowess, is keen to expand the program. 

In explaining the decision to add Mongolia and Tonga to 
the list of recipient nations, a former high-ranking Defence 
Ministry official said, "The selection was made with an eye 
toward China. The background is different from the Southeast 
Asian nations that had asked for assistance." 

Tonga participated in the Pacific Islands Leaders Meeting 
[PALM6] held last May in Okinawa. Japan asked the United 
States to send a representative for the first time as part of 
efforts to consider a joint response to China's growing 
maritime presence. 

Just what form of assistance can be provided Tonga 
remains to be seen. Tonga has a military force of some 500 
personnel. 

Officials cited traditionally friendly ties, as well as the 
likelihood that Tonga will cooperate with the United States 
and Australia in the defence sector. 

Japan's decision last December to ease its three principles 
on the export of weapons proved to be the catalyst for calls for 
greater military assistance from Southeast Asian nations. 

Defence Ministry officials stressed that the support 
program is limited to technical assistance. For example, the 
Indonesian Navy is being provided with assistance to draw up 
charts, while Vietnam is being provided with technology to 
treat the bends. 

However, those nations are also looking to Japan for 
hardware. An Indonesian official said Jakarta wanted radar 
systems and patrol ships. Vietnam also wants a decompression 
chamber to help treat those suffering from the bends. 

Nations that were not included in the initial list of 
recipients are also lobbying Japan for inclusion in the future. 

For example, the Philippine defence ministry sent a 
request early this year seeking greater cooperation from Japan 
in the defence sector. 

Because the support program could quickly expand, some 
in the government are calling for more in-depth discussions to 
establish rules for providing assistance as well as an overall 
strategy to more effectively utilize the support program. 

Return to Index 
 

3. Military Spending On Biofuels Draws Fire 
(NEW YORK TIMES 28 AUG 12) ... Diane Cardwell 

When the Navy put a Pacific fleet through maneuvers on 
a $12 million cocktail of biofuels this summer, it proved that 
warships could actually operate on diesel from algae or 
chicken fat. 

“It works in the engines that we have, it works in the 
aircraft that we have, it works in the ships that we have,” said 
Ray Mabus, secretary of the Navy. “It is seamless.” 

The still-experimental fuels are also expensive — about 
$27 a gallon for the fuel used in the demonstration, compared 
with about $3.50 a gallon for conventional military fuels. 

And that has made them a flash point in a larger political 
battle over government financing for new energy technologies. 

“You’re not the secretary of energy,” Representative 
Randy Forbes, a Republican from Virginia, told Mr. Mabus as 

he criticized the biofuels program at a hearing in February. 
“You’re the secretary of the Navy.” 

The House, controlled by Republicans, has already 
approved measures that would all but kill Pentagon spending 
on purchasing or investing in biofuels. A committee in the 
Senate, led by Democrats, has voted to save the program. The 
fight will heat up again when Congress takes up the Defense 
Department’s budget again in the fall. 

The naval demonstration — known as the Great Green 
Fleet — was part of a $510 million three-year, multiagency 
program to help the military develop alternatives to 
conventional fuel. It is a drop in the ocean of the Pentagon’s 
nearly $650 billion annual budget. 

But with the Defense Department facing $259 billion in 
budget cuts over the next five years, some lawmakers argue 
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that the military should not be spending millions on 
developing new fuel markets when it is buying less equipment 
and considering cutting salaries. 

This phase of the military’s exploration of alternative 
fuels began under President George W. Bush and grew out of 
a task force that Donald Rumsfeld, then the secretary of 
defense, convened in 2006 to explore ways to reduce 
dependence on petroleum. If the military had less need to 
transport and protect fuel coming from the Middle East, the 
thinking went, the fighting forces could become more flexible 
and efficient, with fewer lives put at risk. 

In addition to biofuels, early efforts included developing 
liquid fuels from coal and natural gas for the Air Force, the 
largest energy user of the armed services. But the gas and coal 
fuels would not meet cost or environmental requirements, 
officials said. The Defense Department focused on advanced 
biofuels, which are generally made from plant and animal 
feedstocks that don’t compete with food uses, which is a 
concern with common renewable fuels like the corn-based 
ethanol used in cars. 

The federal Renewable Fuel Standard, which sets targets 
for renewable fuel production and requires a certain amount to 
be blended into conventional gasoline and diesel, has been the 
main catalyst for the growth of several companies exploring 
new technologies. 

Investors, however, have been leery of the enormous 
amounts of cash it can take to bring the fuels from the lab to 
the gas tank. Industry officials say that having a large, steady 
customer like the military could attract other investors to help 
finance large refineries that would bring costs down through 
economies of scale. Military officials say that their purchases 
of small amounts for testing has already helped reduce the 
cost. In 2009, the Pentagon spent roughly $424 a gallon on 
algae oil from Solazyme. 

“Finding a user like the military can rapidly help to scale 
technologies that then are used in the civilian marketplace — 
it becomes a catalyst,” said Bob Johnsen, chief executive of 
Primus Green Energy, which is developing fuels from biomass 
and natural gas. “If the military becomes a buyer, that 
becomes a means by which the production facilities can be 
financed.” 

The Defense Department is always vulnerable to charges 
of overspending — remember the $7,600 coffee maker? — 
but military leaders argue that what they are putting into 
biofuels is a blip given the potential benefits of reducing their 
need for Middle Eastern oil, with all its volatilities. 

“Our primary rationale is not economic,” said Sharon E. 
Burke, assistant secretary of defense for operational energy 
plans and programs. “Our job is to defend the country.” 

She said biofuel spending was just 4 percent of the $1.6 
billion budget the military was requesting for efforts to 
improve energy usage in field operations in the next fiscal 
year. Most of the measures are aimed at reducing the need for 
fuel in the first place, including using diesel electricity 
generators more efficiently, putting greener engines into 
vehicles and aircraft, and using hybrid solar generators and 
batteries in the field. 

The Defense Department is also running several 
demonstration projects on its bases, testing ways to produce 
and distribute electricity better. And the Army recently put out 
a request for proposals for $7 billion in renewable energy 

projects, part of reaching its goal of getting a gigawatt of its 
electricity — enough to power roughly 250,000 American 
homes — from renewable sources by 2025. 

In Congress, there is little apparent opposition to the 
overall military push toward renewable power generation or 
energy efficiency. 

But the biofuel program has struck a nerve among 
Republicans who, ever since the government’s failed 
investment in the solar panel maker Solyndra, have been 
wasting few opportunities to hammer their message that the 
government should not risk taxpayer money to bolster favored 
technologies. 

Representative Mike Conaway, a Texas Republican who 
introduced House legislation that would limit biofuel 
purchasing and production and has been critical of the Great 
Green Fleet, said Democrats were using the military to pursue 
an environmental agenda. “We just want to require the 
Department of Defense to do exactly what every other 
American does when they buy fuel: they try to get the best 
price they can,” he said. 

Many of the lawmakers objecting to the biofuels program 
— including some Democrats who crossed the aisle to support 
new limits — represent coal country or take money from those 
in the coal and natural gas industries. Mr. Conaway, who 
introduced a measure that would open the door for the military 
to pursue alternative fuels made from coal and natural gas, 
gets a large share of his campaign contributions from oil and 
gas interests, according to OpenSecrets.org. 

For Senator James Inhofe, who led a similar charge in the 
Senate, three of his top five contributors, including Koch 
Industries, make their money from fossil fuels. Although Mr. 
Inhofe, an Oklahoma Republican, has argued that the biofuels 
are too expensive, he has helped steer several military 
contracts to Syntroleum, based in Tulsa, Okla., to develop a 
liquid natural gas fuel for the Air Force, including one that 
paid the company roughly $22 a gallon. Syntroleum is still 
pursuing coal- and natural gas-based fuels, but is also in a 
partnership with Tyson Foods that supplied the Navy with 
biofuel made from waste animal fat for the Green Fleet 
demonstration. 

What happens to the military biofuels program could 
hinge on the fall elections. The Obama administration has 
opened the government’s purse to provide the kinds of stable 
contracts and investments that companies say are necessary to 
raise financing to develop and build commercial biofuel 
production facilities. 

While Mitt Romney’s position on the military biofuels 
program is unclear, he has signaled that the Pentagon’s 
emphasis on using more clean energy would not be a priority 
in his administration. “When the biggest announcement in his 
last State of the Union address on improving our military was 
that the Pentagon will start using more clean energy,” Mr. 
Romney said at the V.F.W. convention this summer, “then you 
know it’s time for a change.” 

Should that view prevail, the industry’s already slow 
development could stagnate, with many of the smaller 
companies potentially going out of business. 

“Our dream was to build a renewable fuels company,” 
said Jonathan Wolfson, Solazyme’s chief executive. Without 
the military as a guaranteed customer, he said, it will be harder 
to get there. “Is it going to stop us?” he added. “No.” 
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ASIA – PACIFIC: 
4. Tokyo Governor Talks Tough On Isles 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 28 AUG 12) ... Phred Dvorak and Toko Sekiguchi 

TOKYO—As Japan's government is trying to smooth a 
quarrel with China over the sovereignty of a set of islands that 
lies between them, the man who ignited the current flare-up 
shows no sign of turning down the heat. 

"We must build a telecommunications base, a port, a 
meteorological station” on the disputed islands, said Shintaro 
Ishihara, the governor of Tokyo and a well-known nationalist, 
whose controversial proposal to have the city buy the islands 
has ballooned into one of the summer's hottest diplomatic 
brawls. 

"Without such things, we won't have effective control of 
them,” Tokyo's popular four-term governor said in a recent 
interview. 

Mr. Ishihara's plans are proving awkward for the Japanese 
government, which is struggling to ease tensions over those 
islands, which lie between Okinawa and Taiwan and are called 
Senkaku in Japanese and Diaoyu in Chinese. The islands are 
controlled by Japan, but claimed by China and Taiwan as well. 

Although the islands' sovereignty is the focus of periodic 
spats between Japan and China—most recently in 2010—the 
issue had been off the radar until April, when Mr. Ishihara said 
Tokyo was in talks to buy the islands from a private Japanese 
owner, and started raising donations for their purchase. 

As of mid-August, Tokyo had collected around ¥1.5 
billion ($19 million), Mr. Ishihara said. 

Mr. Ishihara's move prompted the Japanese government to 
step in and say it would buy the islands instead. China has said 
it won't allow the land to be purchased by anybody. 

Over the past few weeks, groups of activists from Hong 
Kong and Japan have made unauthorized landings on the 
islands to push competing claims, sparking harsh rhetoric from 
both sides and anti-Japanese demonstrations in China. 

The Japanese government Monday moved to head off 
further steps by Mr. Ishihara, rejecting the city of Tokyo's 
request to land on the islands for a survey to determine their 
value. The city plans to go ahead and survey the islands 
anyhow from the sea, and Mr. Ishihara on Friday said he 
himself would lead a second survey team to land there in 
October—with or without permission. 

In the interview, Mr. Ishihara said that his quest for a 
foothold on the disputed islands is driven by a fear of China, 
which is building up its maritime forces and has been 

increasingly assertive over territorial claims in the Pacific in 
recent years. 

"Think of Tibet,” Mr. Ishihara said. "They don't have a 
country. They don't have a leader. They've even lost their 
culture.…I don't want Japan to end up as a second Tibet.” 

To bolster Japan's claims, Mr. Ishihara is proposing that 
either Tokyo or the national government build facilities on the 
islands—now uninhabited—including a fishing port, a weather 
station and a base for radio transmissions. 

"If worst comes to worst, we would probably station 
Japanese Self Defense Forces there,” he said, referring to 
Japan's version of the military, whose activities are 
constitutionally limited to defense. 

Mr. Ishihara pooh-poohed the idea that relations with 
China will improve if the islands are left alone, pointing out 
that the Hong Kong activists that landed there a few weeks 
ago threw a brick at a Japanese coast-guard vessel that was 
trying to prevent them from approaching. 

People say "if Ishihara buys [the islands], who knows 
what will happen. But if the country buys them, it won't do 
anything, so there won't be any friction with China,” said Mr. 
Ishihara. "Well, there will be friction if things continue like 
this.” 

Throughout the interview, in addition to referring to 
China by the standard Japanese term "Chugoku," Mr. Ishihara 
often used the word "Shina," a derogatory term used during 
Japan's occupation of much of China. 

But Mr. Ishihara took a much less aggressive tone on 
another set of islands, known as the Liancourt Rocks, whose 
sovereignty is now the subject of strained relations between 
Japan and South Korea. 

Tensions started rising in early August, after South 
Korean president Lee Myung-bak visited the Korea-controlled 
islands, called Dokdo in Korean and Takeshima in Japanese. 

The incident sparked a still-escalating diplomatic battle 
between Japan and South Korea, featuring aggressive rhetoric, 
canceled bilateral meetings and threats by Japan to take the 
matter to an international court. 

Mr. Ishihara said that the Korean control over the islands 
dated back to the period after Japan lost World War II and that 
it is tough to overturn that now. "Too much time has passed 
since then," said Mr. Ishihara. "It's very unfortunate but it's 
partly a done deal now.” 

Return to Index 
 

5. Maritime Disputes Trouble Asian Bloc 
Traditionally low-key ASEAN struggles to balance China, U.S. 
(WASHINGTON POST 28 AUG 12) ... Andrew Higgins 

SIEM REAP, CAMBODIA — Thrown off balance by a 
cacophony of rival claims in the South China Sea, the 
Association of Southeast Asian Nations is struggling to cope 
with the “big and heavy” presence of China and the United 
States in the region, Surin Pitsuwan, the group’s secretary 
general, said Monday. 

Pitsuwan was speaking after the start of a meeting of 
ASEAN economic ministers in the Cambodian town of Siem 
Reap, the first major gathering of regional officials since an 
acrimonious conclave last month that highlighted deep 
divisions created by China’s increasingly assertive territorial 



 10

claims in the South China Sea and rhetorical blasts about the 
waterway from Beijing and Washington. 

At the earlier meeting, in the Cambodian capital, Phnom 
Penh, foreign ministers could not agree on the wording of a 
final communique for the first time since the regional 
association’s founding in 1967. 

Pitsuwan, Thailand’s former foreign minister and head of 
ASEAN’s secretariat since 2008, said in an interview that he 
was surprised by the breakdown in Phnom Penh, where the 
group’s customary low-key pursuit of compromise gave way 
to testy deadlock amid complaints of microphones being 
abruptly disconnected and allegations of backstage meddling 
by China. 

The failure, said Pitsuwan, was “a wake-up call that these 
[security] issues will occur and we should be prepared to 
handle them.” 

Cambodia, a close friend of China and current holder of 
ASEAN’s rotating chairmanship, refused during the July 
gathering to accept pleas that a final communique include a 
mention of recent flareups in the South China Sea between 
China and two ASEAN members, the Philippines and 
Vietnam. 

Manila and Hanoi accused Cambodia of putting its 
allegiance to Beijing ahead of its obligations to its regional 
partners and of pushing the 10-nation group to its most severe 
crisis in years. Cambodia, although heavily dependent on 
Chinese aid and investment, angrily denied acting on 
instructions from Beijing. 

Tensions in the South China Sea, where five ASEAN 
members have claims that brush up against those of Beijing, 
are “becoming more and more of a stress on the system,” said 
Pitsuwan. That, he added, underscores the urgent need to 
make progress toward a stalled code of conduct for the 
disputed waters. The key, he said, is to “get around” questions 
of sovereignty and focus instead on practical measures to curb 
the risk of maritime clashes. But, he said, “this will take some 
time, because it is emotionally charged and extremely volatile. 
Positions are far apart, but eventually, we will get to a 
practical solution.” 

Role As ‘Insulation’ 
ASEAN, which is meeting near the famed ancient temples 

of Angkor Wat under the slogan “one community, one 
destiny,” has traditionally worked to paper over its 
differences. The risk of conflict in the South China Sea, 
however, has exposed the shortcomings of that approach at a 
time when China and the United States are stepping up their 
military and diplomatic activities in the region. 

Washington takes no position on the territorial disputes. 
But the Obama administration,which has made a foreign 
policy “pivot” to Asia, has voiced growing concern over the 
risks of confrontation in the waterway. The United States has 
stepped up security cooperation with the Philippines, with 
which it has a 61-year-old mutual defense treaty, and with 
Vietnam, which looks to America as a counterweight to a 
rising China. 

Jousting over the South China Sea and over disputed 
islands to the north claimed by both Japan and China has 
shadowed booming trade and investment ties across East Asia 
and added to frictions between Beijing and Washington. The 
State Department this month criticized China for setting up a 
military garrison on an island in the South China Sea, accusing 

it of undermining diplomatic efforts to resolve disputes 
peacefully. China lambasted the U.S. assertions, with the 
state-run Xinhua News Agency dismissing them as 
“groundless and irresponsible” and urging Washington to 
“draw back its meddling hand.” 

The feuding has pushed ASEAN into the uncomfortable 
role of acting as “insulation between China and the U.S.,” said 
Carlyle A. Thayer, an Australian expert on regional security 
and author of a recent study of the alliance’s troubles over the 
South China Sea. Originally set up in response to fears of 
communist subversion in South East Asia during the Vietnam 
War, ASEAN was long scorned by China as an instrument of 
the United States but has in recent years been embraced by 
Beijing as a vehicle to boost economic ties. 

At the same time, China has been alarmed by ASEAN’s 
moves to become more involved in political and security 
issues, with some Chinese foreign policy experts warning that 
the association could go the way of the Arab League, a long-
somnolent organization that, reinvigorated by the Arab Spring, 
has been at odds with Beijing in recent months over what to 
do in Syria and elsewhere. 

China rejects any role for ASEAN in resolving territorial 
disputes and insists that the ownership of islands and reefs in 
the South China Sea can only be addressed through bilateral 
talks. But it has expressed some readiness to discuss a code of 
conduct for the waterway. “China wants ASEAN to be 
reasonably strong but also compliant,” Thayer said. 

Wary of getting bogged down in arcane but highly 
contentious maritime quarrels, ASEAN ministers meeting this 
week are focusing on trade and other economic issues and 
want to stay clear of the South China Sea. “I’m not going to 
touch it. This is strictly economic,” said Gita Wirjawan, 
Indonesia’s trade minister. 

Wealth Gap A Threat 
In his opening address, Cambodia’s prime minister, Hun 

Sen, made no mention of the maritime disputes but instead 
spoke of the debt crisis in Europe, high oil prices and slowing 
export growth, and he singled out the wealth gap between 
member states as “a great threat” to the association’s future. 

Pitsuwan, the secretary general, said “political hiccups” 
over the South China Sea would not slow what he described as 
an irreversible trend toward greater economic integration. 

The association, which includes some of the world’s most 
dynamic economies as well as some of its weaker ones, such 
as Burma, Laos and Cambodia, is working to establish a single 
market in 2015, an important step toward regional integration 
akin to moves in Europe that led to the creation of the 
European Union. But, said Pitsuwan, ASEAN has no plans to 
set up a large central bureaucracy similar to the one in 
Brussels. The association’s administrative headquarters in 
Jakarta has only about 200 employees, including clerical staff 
and drivers. The European Commission in Brussels has more 
than 33,000. 

ASEAN, he said, “needs a strong central mechanism so 
that it can be a driving force, but that has implications for 
sovereignty” that member states are not ready to accept. 

At a time when Europe’s far more advanced drive for 
integration has been stalled by the continent’s financial 
turmoil and tensions between the E.U.’s richer and poorer 
member states, South East Asia “has to be extremely careful,” 
Pitsuwan said. “Europe for us is an inspiration, not a model.” 
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6. Will Russia And China Risk Palling Up Against The United States? 
The Building of an American Missile-Defense System in Southeast Asia Could Alter the World Geopolitical 
Situation; Possible Russia-China Joint Efforts To Counter U.S. Missile-Defense Plans Weighed 
(MOSCOW SVOBODNAYA PRESSA 25 AUG 12) ... Aleksey Polubota 

The United States will be expanding missile defenses not 
only in Europe but in Southeast Asia also. This follows from a 
Wall Street Journal report. The building of new radars in 
Southern Japan and on the Philippines is seemingly geared to 
an intensification of supervision of the fractious and 
unpredictable North Korea. But American military experts are 
making no secret of the fact that the missile-defense system 
will in the future mainly contain the growing military might of 
China. 

"North Korea is at the center of our rhetoric, but the 
reality is such that we are in the long term considering China 
also," the publication quotes missile-defense expert Steven 
Hildreth. 

Even today the Americans may monitor the air space of a 
significant part of the Celestial Kingdom, Taiwan included. 

The expert says that the United States is laying the 
foundations for regional missile defenses, which could 
combine American systems with those of Japan, South Korea, 
and Australia. 

Today, though, the Americans have hastened to put out an 
official statement that their missile-defense system is not 
directed against China. But contemporary history has shown 
clearly how much such assurances are worth. 

The Chinese Defense Ministry is not commenting on the 
U.S. plans directly but on Thursday it issued an admonitory 
note, which called on all actors to avoiding upsetting global 
strategic stability. 

Against this background a number of experts have begun 
to say that the time has come when Russia and China need to 
be thinking seriously about palling up against America. Is 
such a Russo-Chinese alliance possible and what sort of risks 
would it entail for our country? 

"Russia and China should pool their efforts to build a 
system for penetrating American missile defenses," 
Konstantin Sivkov, vice president of the Academy of 
Geopolitical Problems, believes. 

"The U.S. missile-defense system which is currently 
being deployed in the Far East threatens both Russia and 
China. The point is that the United States is building a global 
missile-defense system. 

"Russia, as you know, attempted unsuccessfully to reach 
agreement with the Americans on joint monitoring of the air 
space. The attempts to entice Europe and build something 
together with them are obviously futile. Europe is in this 
global game acting the part of an extra, making its territory 
available for American interceptors. The European countries 
have long not been fully independent in decision-making. And 
I don't believe that anything will change in this respect in the 
foreseeable future. 

"The picture is entirely different when it comes to China. 
It is an independent power center. When it comes to 
confronting American missile defenses, China and Russia 
undoubtedly could and should unite in order to act more 
effectively. Joint political statements, the building of new 
arms systems capable of equalizing the missile-defense 

system, and even the imposition of economic sanctions against 
the United States and its allies could be set in motion. 

"The formation of a full-fledged Russia-China military-
political alliance could sober up many hotheads in the United 
States and not only force them to suspend the fielding of 
missile defenses in Southeast Asia but also to give thought to 
renouncing global domination." 

SP: Does the level of trust between our countries 
permit us to agree to such an alliance? 

Sivkov: In policy the question of trust is highly relative. 
Confidence arises when there are mutual interests. China and 
ourselves have them. Since the pretensions of the United 
States to world domination are a threat to both countries. 
Neither Russia nor China can confront this threat on its own. 
This is why our countries will be forced to counteract 
American expansion together. And it is this dependence that 
could be a guarantee of the formation of quite a durable 
alliance. 

But there is a very considerable obstacle here. Whereas 
the Chinese military-political leadership is pursuing quite a 
predictable and sta ble foreign policy, this cannot be said of 
the Russian authorities. As distinct from us, the Chinese have 
a precise geopolitical doctrine. The Kremlin does not even 
have a common view of world geopolitics. There are 
influential forces in power and in the business communities 
that want to see Russia as an unconditional raw-material 
appendage of the West and nothing more. It is this group that 
pushed through membership of the WTO, which jeopardizes 
the existence of the high-tech sectors in the country. In both 
military and civilian industry. 

There are also forces in power that are attempting to 
pursue a policy of Russia's restoration as an independent 
geopolitical world pole. They are concerned for the revival of 
Russia's economic and military might. But a large part of 
Russia's political elite is economically and financially tied to 
the West. It is the Chinese, rather, who have, therefore, actual 
grounds for not trusting us, more correctly, our political elite, 
which is dashing from West to East. 

SP: A Russo-Chinese alliance against the United States 
may arise only if our elite clearly defines its interests, that 
is? 

Sivkov: Yes, China would agree to a military-political 
alliance with us with pleasure if it knew what sort of interests 
our elite is defending--pro-Russian or pro-American. 

Never mind the Chinese. I, a citizen of Russia, do not 
know in whose interests the national leadership is operating. 
On the one hand everyone is speaking about the need for the 
development and upgrading of the armed forces, on the other, 
the Zhukovskiy Air Force Academy is being buried and the 
Navy Main Staff is being transferred from Moscow to St 
Petersburg without any reason, it remains only to seize the 
General Staff building and auction it off. 

People who have done tremendous damage to the Russian 
army remain today at the helm. So much has been written 
about their incompetent, at times criminal, activity that whole 
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volumes could be compiled. The president is well aware of 
this, but the guilty parties not only have not been prosecuted, 
they continue to hold their appointments. Even Rogozin, 
whom I considered a patriot, is behaving oddly, to put it 
mildly. He said quite recently on the "box," as they say, that 
only toilet paper and sundry non-military goods would be 
passing through Ulyanovsk. Now it is learned that NATO 
arms and military equipment will be conveyed via our 
territory. And not only by air and rail but by motor vehicle 
also, what is more. Did Rogozin not know this two months 
ago? Why should the Chinese believe us when our president 
pays lipservice to a limitation of the world domination of the 
United States and then consents to the transit of American 
weapons? 

SP: It is known that China has not given an all that 
scrupulous account of itself in military-technical 
cooperation with us. It purchases one or two specimens of 
our modern weapons, copies them, and organizes its own 
mass manufacture.... 

Sivkov: I may say that there's nothing special in such 
Chinese policy. They are behaving perfectly rationally. The 
USSR adhered to a similar policy in the 1930s. We purchased 
small quantities of equipment in Europe, adapted it "for 
ourselves," and organized mass manufacture. Even in the 
celebrated T-34 tank there are ideas borrowed from other 
countries. 

Why we are today purchasing in Italy components and 
assembling Iveco armored cars on our territory, I cannot say. 
Our equipment is not one bit inferior. 

SP: Might it not be that China would in the 
development of missiles penetrating missile defenses take 
our technology and then give us the brush-off? 

Sivkov: Yes, this is possible if the cooperation is 
incorrectly organized. This is why the production has to be 
interdependent. As was the case with India. We provided our 
technology, they, theirs. The good BrahMos missile was 
obtained as a result. 

If we build together with China a common system of 
missile defenses, we need to intelligently locate the air and 
space monitoring stations so that China always be in need of 
our data. 

Aleksandr Shatilov, deputy director of the Center for 
Political Trends, believes that friendship with China is a risky 
business. 

"China now figures in many American documents as the 
main strategic adversary of the United States. 

"The increased might of the Celestial Kingdom greatly 
unsettles the Americans. But building a missile-defense 
system in the Far East not in words but indeed is a very costly 
pleasure. In addition, offensive weapons are perfected far 
more rapidly, as a rule, than defensive weapons. This is why 
organizing a fixed-site missile-defense system in Southeast 
Asia means for the United States a risk of throwing money to 
the wind. I sometimes have the impression that the United 
States specially throws out various pieces of information in 
order to force its potential adversaries, China and Russia, to 
spend money on the development of new arms to the 
detriment of the civilian economy. We observed something of 
the sort during the cold war of the USSR and the United 
States, when 'star wars' was announced to the world. 

"An alliance of Russia and China is possible only 
tactically--we have a number of conflict areas both in the 
economy and in policy. We may be united only by a serious 
external threat. And signs of it are noticeable. The United 
States is currently engaged in quite active expansion in the 
Middle East, duping one regime after another. I believe that 
after China spurned the offer from the United States to take 
part in a 'Big Two,' its rapprochement with Russia is possible. 
Specially since our countries are now acting quite concertedly 
in the UN Security Council. But nor have the contradictions 
gone anywhere either--we need to keep a weather eye open, 
lest we acquire an enemy instead of an ally." 

SP: Is Russia in some way capable of confronting the 
"missile-defense expansion" of the United States on its 
own? 

Shatilov: We should upgrade our missile-defense system. 
Some things are being done here. New S-600 systems have 
appeared. We need to perfect the offensive weapons that could 
penetrate the American missile-defense system also. But it is 
important not to succumb to militarist intoxication here, not 
allow the peaceful sectors of the economy to suffer. 

Translated from Russian. 
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7. Aussie Warships In Thick Of Eight-Nation Exercise 
(NORTHERN TERRITORY NEWS (AUSTRALIA) 28 AUG 12) 

THOUSANDS of navy and air force personnel from eight 
nations are preparing for one of their most important exercises 
of the year. 

About 20 warships and aircraft from Australia, Japan, 
Indonesia, New Zealand, Singapore, Thailand, France, and for 
the first time, Brunei, are preparing for Exercise Kakadu 12. 

Navy spokesman Fenn Kenn said the exercise was a 
‘‘multilateral exercise aimed at developing interoperability in 
maritime operations in an international environment’’. 

‘‘ The exercise’s goal is for us to be able to slip into a 
routine if we ever need to,’’ Mr Kenn said. 

He said the exercise involved the countries with key 
presences in the Pacific. 

Australian forces will be represented by HMAS Darwin, 
HMA Ships Perth and Warramunga, mine hunters HMA Ships 
Gascoyne and Huon, and HMAS Sirius. 

HMAS Darwin and HMAS Perth are fresh off the back of 
the 42-ship Exercise RimPac — the largest maritime warfare 
exercise on the planet, hosted by the US Navy’s Pacific 
Command — off the coast of Hawaii earlier this year. 
Australia is also represented by RAAF patrol and Strike 
Fighter aircraft. 

Exercise Kakadu 12 runs from tomorrow until September 
14. 

Return to Index 
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MIDEAST: 
8. France Urges Action In Syria 
(WASHINGTON POST 28 AUG 12) ... Anne Gearan and Babak Dehghanpisheh 

Scattershot diplomatic efforts aimed at curbing the 
worsening violence in Syria grew more complicated Monday, 
with France urging world recognition of a shadow Syrian 
government that the United States considers premature. 

In making his plea, French President Francois Hollande 
became the first Western leader to call on Syria’s rebel 
movement to form a provisional government, putting 
additional pressure on President Obama to back the diplomatic 
gambit or authorize U.S. military action to protect civilians. 

Hollande said he hoped an internationally recognized 
alternative Syrian government would speed the fall of 
President Bashar al-Assad. The United States supports such a 
unified movement, but on Monday it declined to endorse 
Hollande’s proposal, which would provide Western backing to 
a decentralized movement that could include extremist 
elements. 

The latest appeal reflects growing frustration — in France 
and elsewhere in Europe — with international inaction to stop 
the bloodshed in Syria. On Monday, at least 148 people were 
killed in an offensive by Syrian government forces in 
Damascus and the surrounding area, according to opposition 
activists. At least 42 people died in an aerial bombardment in 
the northeast suburb of Zamalka. 

Earlier in the day, Syrian rebels shot down a military 
helicopter over Damascus, according to the rebel Free Syrian 
Army. Dramatic video footage of the helicopter attack, posted 
online Monday, showed a smoking aircraft circling 
horizontally before taking a dramatic vertical dip and plunging 
to the ground in flames. 

The sound of heavy machine-gun fire can be heard on the 
video, along with chants of “God is great.” 

U.S. officials and outside military experts said it is 
doubtful that rebels used shoulder-fired or surface-to-air 
missiles to bring down the helicopter. Those weapons are 
considered game-changers, and it is unclear whether the rebels 
have been able to get them. 

An estimated 20,000 people have been killed in the Syrian 
conflict, which grew out of prodemocracy protests that began 
in March 2011. By some measures, the violence has 
intensified in recent weeks. 

On Saturday in the Damascus suburb of Darayya, more 
than 320 people were killed, many of them shot in the head, in 
what opposition groups described as the largest massacre of 
the conflict. 

Hollande’s proposal stopped short of an international call 
to arms but nonetheless recalled former French president 
Nicolas Sarkozy’s early insistence that the world must act to 
stop atrocities in Libya under Moammar Gaddafi. Although 
the White House chafed at the pressure, Sarkozy’s readiness to 
use warplanes to enforce a zone of protection inside Libya 
helped drive the Obama administration’s embrace of a no-fly 
zone. 

“France asks the Syrian opposition to form a provisional 
government — inclusive and representative — that can 

become the legitimate representative of the new Syria,” 
Hollande said in a speech to France’s corps of ambassadors. 

Many Western nations and Arab countries have called for 
Assad to leave power, but none has formally recognized the 
opposition as the country’s legitimate leaders. 

Such a government-in-waiting would require Syria’s 
badly divided political opposition and anti-Assad rebel 
fighters to unite behind a slate of leaders and a platform. It 
would probably also mean that extremists would be included 
among the would-be rulers. 

The groups fighting Assad have many motives, and the 
factions have been slow to coordinate. U.S. officials said they 
are only now seeing expatriate activists make good on a 
promise to recruit support inside Syria for a set of unity 
principles they drafted in early July. The pact would commit 
rebels and political opposition figures to resist sectarian 
reprisals and respect human rights. 

“They are continuing to confer among themselves,” State 
Department spokeswoman Victoria Nuland said of the Syrian 
opposition factions. “What’s most important is that, moving 
forward, the Syrian opposition outside Syria and the Syrian 
opposition inside Syria coordinate and collaborate” on the 
framework and leadership for Syria after Assad. 

With no appetite in Europe for a major military action 
similar to last year’s intervention in Libya, attention has 
focused on political demands that Assad step down, rhetoric 
that could be strengthened by the formation of a real 
alternative government in exile. 

U.S. officials are concerned that forming a provisional 
government gets ahead of both the opposition’s internal 
discussions and international readiness to respond to the 
conflict. Of greater immediate concern is a plan to deal with 
refugees flowing into Turkey, Jordan and elsewhere, and 
consensus on whether protection for refugees might extend to 
a military-enforced safe zone inside Syria. 

France supports the creation of “free zones” for the 
protection of displaced people inside Syria, such as the idea 
floated by Turkey of a buffer zone, Hollande said. 

France has also convened a U.N. meeting on Syria this 
week. The meeting coincides with the final day of France’s 
one-month rotating leadership of the Security Council. 

On Monday, Turkey reopened border crossings to a tide 
of Syrian refugees but warned anew that it cannot house or 
pay for the influx alone. 

Italy, Turkey, the United States and other nations with a 
large stake in Syria will host a separate strategy session in 
Rome on Wednesday. Egypt suggested a regional meeting that 
would include Syria’s patron Iran, but that idea has apparently 
fizzled. 

Iran says it plans talks on a peace plan to end the civil war 
but has not provided details. 

Dehghanpisheh reported from Beirut. 
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9. In Policy Shift, Morsi To Visit Iran 
Egyptian president's decision seen as sign that Cairo will no longer defer to U.S. 
(WASHINGTON POST 28 AUG 12) ... Ernesto Londoño 

CAIRO — A decision by Egypt’s new president to travel 
to Tehran for a summit of the Non-Aligned Movement this 
week reflects a major foreign policy shift for the Arab world’s 
most populous nation, after decades of subservience to 
Washington. 

The visit by President Mohamed Morsi to Iran will be the 
first by an Egyptian leader since the nations broke off 
diplomatic relations in the 1980s after Egypt’s recognition of 
Israel. As the host nation, Iran is widely expected to use the 
gathering to strengthen tepid ties among the 120 countries set 
to attend the summit, and to decry what Tehran has portrayed 
as a heavy-handed and unfair crusade by the West to isolate 
the Islamic republic over its controversial nuclear program. 

The Non-Aligned Movement comprises nations that do 
not belong to major blocs led by world powers. As Egypt’s 
first Islamist president, and as a successor to a long tradition 
of military rule, Morsi has signaled an eagerness to extend his 
country’s ties, particularly with fellow Muslim nations, a 
spokesman for Morsi told reporters this week. 

“We need to establish relations with all countries 
worldwide,” the spokesman, Yasser Ali, told reporters 
Sunday. “We will turn more agile, more active. Egypt is a 
pivotal country, and we want to play the role Egypt deserves 
to play.” 

The Obama administration had sought to discourage 
countries from attending the Tehran meeting, saying that 
doing so would undermine international efforts to isolate Iran 
over its nuclear program. In discussing Morsi’s trip, his 
spokesman was careful not to characterize the visit as a snub 
to the United States. He noted that the Egyptian president has 
not scheduled bilateral meetings with Iranian leaders and has 
not endorsed the resumption of diplomatic relations between 
Egypt and Iran. 

Even under President Hosni Mubarak, Egypt regularly 
took part in gatherings of the Non-Aligned Movement, which 
are held every three years. Most countries do not send a head 
of state to the meeting. Analysts described Morsi’s trip to Iran 
as a clear sign that Egypt will no longer act as a U.S. lackey in 
the foreign policy realm. 

In the past, “Egypt could not move except with 
instructions from America and in a direction that benefited 
America’s interests,” said Abdallah el-Ashaal, a former 
Egyptian deputy foreign minister. “Today Egypt does not 
require permission from Washington.” 

Iran appears eager to use the event to decry its deepening 
isolation amid intensifying sanctions by the United States and 

its European allies. Iranian Foreign Minister Ali Akbar Salehi 
said during a speech Sunday that members of the Non-Aligned 
Movement should confront “unilateral sanctions against some 
members.” 

Other than Morsi, key figures expected to attend the 
meeting include U.N. Secretary General Ban Ki-moon and 
Indian Prime Minister Manmohan Singh. India remains a 
significant importer of Iranian oil, which has caused 
frustration among Western nations trying to isolate Iran. 

“This is India’s signal to Iran that we are still balanced 
and we are not entirely in America’s camp,” said Lalit 
Mansingh, a former Indian ambassador to the United States. 

Ramin Mehmanparast, a spokesman for Iran’s Foreign 
Ministry, told reporters that visiting dignitaries will have an 
opportunity to tour scientific and industrial sites, including 
nuclear facilities. Iran maintains that its nuclear program is for 
peaceful purposes, but the United States and other nations 
charge that Tehran wants to build a nuclear arsenal that could 
be used to attack Israel. 

In a provocative gesture, Iran has used the convention hall 
to display the wreckage of vehicles destroyed in recent 
assassinations of Iranian nuclear scientists presumed to have 
been targeted for their work. 

It’s not clear whether the intensifying conflict in Syria 
will become a focus of the summit, but it is certain to be the 
topic of back-door talks. Shiite-led Iran is a close ally of Syria, 
where most power remains consolidated among the minority 
Alawites, who belong to an offshoot of the Shiite faith. Egypt 
has proposed to broker talks among Saudi, Turkish and Iranian 
officials aimed at resolving Syria’s civil war. 

It is not clear whether Syria will send a delegation to the 
conference, at a time when government forces there are 
battling rebels seeking to oust President Bashar al-Assad. But 
Iranian parliament speaker Ali Larijani hailed Morsi’s visit, 
highlighting the important role Iran and Egypt play in the 
Islamic world. 

“Since a long time ago, Egypt and Iran as two big Muslim 
countries have had close ties and played key roles in the 
Islamic civilization,” he said, according to the semiofficial 
Fars News Agency. 

Tehran appointed an ambassador to Cairo for the first 
time in decades after last year’s Egyptian revolt, which 
toppled Mubarak. Cairo has yet to reciprocate. 

Henry Shull and Ingy Hassieb in Cairo and Rama 
Lakshmi in New Delhi contributed to this report. 
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AFGHANISTAN: 
10. Taliban Hit Afghans As U.S. Pulls Troops 
Insurgent Fighters Behead 17 Civilians and Kill 10 Soldiers 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 28 AUG 12) ... Maria Abi-Habib and Habib Khan Totakhil 

KABUL—Taliban fighters beheaded 17 civilians and 
killed 10 Afghan soldiers in separate attacks in southern 
Helmand province, officials said, as Afghanistan's forces 

struggled to assert control over areas where the U.S. is 
withdrawing surge troops. 

In another attack late Monday, an explosion targeting the 
convoy of the powerful police chief of Kandahar province, 
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Gen. Abdul Raziq, killed two civilians and injured 17 others. 
Gen. Raziq, who worked in close cooperation with U.S. 
Special Operations Forces during recent offensives against the 
Taliban in Kandahar, was injured but his life was not in 
danger, the Kandahar provincial government said. 

Separately, two U.S. troops were killed in eastern 
Laghman province on Monday when an Afghan soldier turned 
his weapon on them, according to a provincial government 
spokesman. 

Local officials gave conflicting accounts of the 
beheadings, some saying that the villagers were killed because 
they were suspected of spying on the insurgents, and others 
asserting that the executions were punishment for attending a 
mixed-gender party in Kajaki district, a Taliban stronghold. 
The 17 Afghans beheaded overnight Sunday included two 
women. 

"All the people killed are civilians," said Farid Ahmadi 
Farhang, Helmand's provincial police chief. "A couple of days 
before some very important Taliban commanders were killed 
in [a coalition] airstrike, making the Taliban very angry. The 
Taliban killed those people they accused of spying on their 
slain commanders." 

The Taliban practice a strict form of Islam, barring men 
and women from mixing unless they are related and largely 
outlawing music. Still, capital punishment for a mixed 
wedding would be unusual for the Taliban. The Taliban 
spokesman for southern Afghanistan, Qari Yusuf Ahmadi, 
said he wasn't aware of the incident in Kajaki. 

Mr. Ahmadi did, however, claim responsibility for 
Monday's deaths of 10 Afghan soldiers killed while manning a 
checkpoint in Helmand's Washer district, home of the huge 
Camp Leatherneck base housing the coalition's regional 
military command. Helmand was the focus of President 
Barack Obama's troop surge in 2010, with the U.S. Marines 
pouring into the province to assist embattled British forces. 

The 33,000 surge troops are scheduled to all return home 
by September, with some of the biggest withdrawals coming 

from Helmand, the rural province where much of 
Afghanistan's opium is grown. 

The U.S.-led military says the Afghan forces would be 
able to fill in the void left by the Marines' departure. 

The latest incident, however, raises questions about the 
Afghan forces' readiness. Five soldiers at the Washer 
checkpoint deserted their posts, leaving their comrades to try 
repelling the Taliban onslaught alone, according to Afghan 
officials. Helmand's provincial government said these 
deserters are now under investigation. U.S. forces in Helmand 
weren't asked to help rescue the Afghan troops at the 
checkpoint during the attack, Afghan officials said. 

Coalition officials say that 80% of current violence in 
Afghanistan is being perpetrated against 15% of the 
population—and that attacks in remote parts of Helmand, such 
as Kajaki, aren't necessarily a sign of the Taliban's strength. 

"Our combined strategy emphasizes protecting population 
centers. This has forced the enemy out into the countryside," 
said U.S. Army Col. Thomas Collins, a coalition spokesman. 
"It will take awhile for the Afghan government to extend its 
influence further out." 

The Taliban portrayed the attack on the Washer 
checkpoint as proof that the Afghan forces won't be able to 
hold their ground once the U.S. is no longer there to help. 

Further undermining the cooperation between U.S. and 
Afghan forces is the spate of so-called green on blue shootings 
of coalition troops by Afghan soldiers and policemen. The 
killing of two U.S. troops on Monday in Laghman province 
brings to about a dozen the number of coalition troops killed 
by Afghan service members this month. The Afghan soldier 
was killed by return fire, provincial government spokesman 
Sarhadi Zwak said. 

Roughly one out of every seven coalition troops killed 
this year has died at the hands of Afghan police and soldiers. 
The majority of those victims were American. 
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LEGAL: 
11. U.S. Soldiers Punished For Quran Burnings 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 27 AUG 12) ... Lolita C. Baldor 

WASHINGTON — A series of miscommunications, poor 
guidance and soldiers' decisions to take "the easy way instead 
of the right way" resulted in the burning of Qurans and other 
religious books at a U.S. base in Afghanistan early this year, a 
military investigation released Monday concluded. 

The U.S. military said six Army soldiers escaped criminal 
charges but received administrative punishments for their 
involvement in the Quran burning that roiled relations with 
Afghans. In a separate announcement, the Marine Corps said 
three Marines also received administrative punishments for 
their participation in a video that showed them urinating on 
the corpses of Taliban insurgents. 

Discipline against a Navy sailor in the Quran burning was 
dismissed, and the Marine Corps said it will announce 
discipline against additional Marines in the urination case at a 
later date. 

Information about the Quran burning has been widely 
known for months, but the investigation report provided new 

details about the missteps and bungling that led to the burning 
of about 315 religious books and Qurans in the military base's 
burn pit. Troops estimated that about 100 religious books were 
destroyed. Others were recovered, although many were 
damaged. 

Altogether, more than 2,000 books, including about 1,200 
religious texts and Qurans, were targeted for disposal at the 
burn pit, but most were saved when an angry crowd of 
Afghans interceded. 

U.S. military leaders widely condemned both the Quran 
burning and the urination video. The Quran burning triggered 
riots and retribution killings, including two U.S. troops who 
were shot by an Afghan soldier and two U.S. military advisers 
who were gunned down at their desks at the Interior Ministry. 

The exact punishments were not disclosed Monday, and it 
was not clear whether the lack of criminal charges would 
trigger any protests in Afghanistan. Administrative 
punishments could include demotions, extra duty, forfeiture of 
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pay or a letter in their file. They also could stall any future 
advancement and end their military careers. 

Aimal Faizi, a spokesman for Afghan President Hamid 
Karzai, said Karzai's office would review the decisions and 
wait until Tuesday to respond. The news on the punishments 
came late at night in Afghanistan. 

The Navy said the sailor was found not guilty of any 
alleged misconduct and that no further disciplinary or 
administrative action was warranted. 

The Qurans and other Islamic books were taken from the 
Parwan Detention Facility, and officials believed that 
extremists being detained there were using the texts to 
exchange messages. The religious books and other materials 
were put in burn bags and were taken to a fire pit used to burn 
garbage at Bagram Air Field, a major U.S. base north of 
Kabul. 

Officials have said repeatedly the Quran burning was not 
intentional, but a mistake compounded by some bad decisions. 

The investigation report released Monday found that 
service members "mishandled" Qurans and other religious 
material and put them in an incinerator. But it concluded that 
there was no "malicious intent to disrespect the Quran or 
defame the faith of Islam." 

Instead, it said the burning disaster resulted from 
miscommunications, ignorance about the handling of Qurans, 
the failure to provide clear guidance and "junior and mid-
grade leaders choosing the easy way instead of the right way 
to address a problem." 

Specifically, the report found that the service members 
relied too heavily on one linguist's conclusion that the Qurans, 
which also had militant messages in them, were rewritten 
versions that were extremist and would not be considered real 
Qurans. And it also said the service members mistakenly 
interpreted a commander's order to get rid of the books as 
permission to take them to the burn pit. 

According to the report, the troops knew they were 
handling religious texts as they examined the library books for 
extremist content, but they couldn't read them because they 
were written in other languages. 

The report also found that only one of the service 
members assigned to transport the books to the burn pit knew 
they were carrying religious books. 

Even after commanders at the detention center realized a 
mistake was being made, the troops they dispatched to stop the 
burning went to the wrong location and didn't find the truck 
with the books. 

It was only when a local Afghan at the incinerator noticed 
that Qurans were being burned that he called for help from 
other workers and they turned off the burner and began to 
douse the flames with water. 

The three service members disposing of the books 
"became frightened by the growing, angry crowd and rapidly 
departed the area" in the truck, the investigation said. 

Afghan officials have claimed the burning was 
intentional, and the incident reinforced perceptions in the 
country that Americans are insensitive to the Afghans' religion 
and culture. 

The urination video, which came to light in January and 
appeared on YouTube, showed four Marines in full combat 
gear urinating on the bodies of three dead men. On Monday, 
the Marine Corps revealed that there also were photographs 
taken at the time. 

Discovery of the video led to a criminal investigation by 
the Naval Criminal Investigative Service as well as a Marine 
investigation of the unit involved — the 3rd Battalion, 2nd 
Marines — which fought in the southern Afghan province of 
Helmand for seven months before returning to its home base 
at Camp Lejeune, N.C., in September. 

In the video, one of the Marines looked down at the 
bodies and quipped, "Have a good day, buddy." 

The Marine Corps, in a release Monday, said one Marine 
pleaded guilty to urinating on the Taliban soldiers and posing 
for a photograph. Another Marine pleaded guilty to 
wrongfully videotaping the incident and also posing for a 
photograph, and a third pleaded guilty to failing to report the 
mistreatment of human casualties and lying about it. 
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ENERGY: 
12. Farmers In Cahoots With Navy Biofuel Mission 
(CLEAN TECHNICA 27 AUG 12) ... Tina Casey 

When Republican leadership in Congress tried to torpedo 
the U.S. Navy’s ambitious biofuel programs last spring, the 
Navy managed to fight its way around those obstacles. The 
maneuvers received some media attention at the time, but one 
strategic ally seems to have slipped under the radar: the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture. The USDA has been funding a 
network of eight biofuel refineries in every region of the 
country while supporting foundational research that will help 
make biofuels cost competitive with fossil fuels, which will 
benefit the Navy and farmers alike. 

Biorefineries To Aid Farmers 
When you think of biorefineries, the fuel is the first thing 

that naturally comes to mind, but a key mission of the 
USDA’s biorefinery program is to aid farmers and boost rural 
economies. 

The Navy and Department of Energy first announced a 
major biofuel partnership with the USDA last summer, 
capping off President Obama’s midwest bus tour in support of 
the Administration’s rural economic development programs. 

The USDA is funding the eight new biorefineries under 
The Biorefinery Assistance Program set forth in Section 9003 
of the 2008 Farm Bill. The goal of that program goes beyond 
the dollars and cents of competitive biofuels. According to the 
USDA, it is intended to: 

“…increase the energy independence of the United States; 
promote resource conservation, public health, and the 
environment; diversify markets for agricultural and forestry 
products and agriculture waste material; create jobs and 
enhance the economic development of the rural economy.” 

A New Biorefinery For North Carolina 
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The USDA’s latest biorefinery project is a $99 million, 
80% loan guarantee to the global engineering company 
Chemtex, which also received funding to work directly with 
local farmers to raise “energy grasses” like switchgrass and 
miscanthus. 

The new biorefinery will be the first commercial-scale 
facility of its kind in the Mid-Atlantic, and the USDA expects 
it to create 65 jobs on site with another 250 jobs off site, many 
involved in raising and transporting feedstock for the refinery. 

In a sustainability twofer, some of the feedstock will also 
double as natural effluent management for waste lagoons at 
local pig farms, where a grass called Coastal Bermuda is 
already being used for that purpose. By transitioning to energy 
grasses, farmers will continue the land stewardship program 
while benefiting from a new revenue stream. 

USDA estimates that local farmers stand to gain $4.5 
million in new revenue annually when the new biorefinery is 
completed. 

U.S. Navy: 3, Biofuel Opponents: 0 
By putting itself front and center as an early adopter of 

biofuels, the Navy’s goal has been to help the biofuel industry 
build up to an economy of scale that makes its product 
competitive with petroleum fuels. 

To that end, the Navy has budgeted for the purchase of 
biofuels even though they are currently more expensive. The 
program culminated in the launch of biofuel-assisted ships and 
aircraft in the new Green Strike Group this summer, and a full 
Great Green Fleet is planned for 2016. 

When Republican leadership in Congress tried to prevent 
the Navy from building biofuel refineries or purchasing any 
new fuels that are currently more expensive than conventional 
fuels, the response was swift and sure. 

By early July, the Obama Administration announced that 
the USDA, Navy, and Department of Energy will partner in a 
$62 million biofuel research initiative under the Defense 
Production Act, a 1950′s-era law that is routinely used to 
ensure a domestic supply of vital defense materials. 

A few days later, the Administration also announced a 
$420 million biorefinery program, consisting of $210 million 
in matching federal funds for private companies to build three 
biorefineries. 

The USDA’s eight-refinery network makes it three points 
for the Navy, and in an election year when farmers are under 
acute distress, it would be odd indeed if Republican leadership 
continued to make a public case against biofuels while 
undercutting a vital national defense program, too. 

On the other hand, it’s been an odd year… 
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13. City Of Davis, Military Join To Lobby For Solar 
(SACRAMENTO BEE 26 AUG 12) ... Dan Morain 

The U.S. Navy has come to the defense of the ecotopian 
college town of Davis, where streetlights have been adjusted 
to make stargazing more productive. 

Defense Department representatives have been walking 
the Capitol halls advocating for a bill that could help Davis 
and any other town or military base in the state become more 
energy independent, while permitting civilians to more easily 
plug in to solar power. 

"Semper fi," Sen. Lois Wolk said of the military allies 
who are helping push for Senate Bill 843, which she's carrying 
on behalf of her hometown of Davis. 

Davis is the only California city that owns its own solar 
farm, a 20-acre site behind a chain-link fence north of town, 
where rows of panels generate electricity that keeps lights on 
at City Hall and other city buildings. 

The city has set a lofty goal of becoming "carbon-neutral" 
by 2050, and hopes to achieve it in part by permitting Davis 
residents to buy power generated at the farm, known as 
Photovoltaics for Utility Systems Applications, PVUSA for 
short. 

Davis' partner in the undertaking is CleanPath Ventures, a 
San Francisco solar finance and development firm that hopes 
to help Davis become more green, as it makes green of its 
own. Nothing wrong with that. 

Wolk says there's no direct state subsidy involved in 
midsize community solar projects that would be authorized by 
her bill. But part of the urgency in winning passage in the final 
days of the legislative session is that a federal investment tax 
credit could expire. 

Not surprisingly, Pacific Gas and Electric and Southern 
California Edison oppose the legislation, which could further 
destabilize their business. It's not clear how the measure might 
fit into California's overall energy strategy, to the extent there 

is one. The bill directs the California Public Utilities 
Commission to sort out the details. 

Long before Solyndra, back when Barack Obama still was 
piling up college debt, the U.S. Department of Energy 
provided seed money to PG&E for PVUSA. That was in 1986, 
when that wild environmentalist Ronald Reagan was 
president. 

The facility had ups and many downs. In the early 1990s, 
it was used as an example of how solar energy had lost its 
luster. During the energy crisis in 2001, Davis acquired it from 
the California Energy Commission for $1, and became 
partners with CleanPath. 

PVUSA remains an experimental site, with row after row 
of panels. Panels come from China, Germany, Canada and the 
United States. Some have worked for years. Some were being 
installed on the morning that Tom Price, CleanPath's policy 
director, showed me around. Some had flopped. It's called trial 
and error. 

It could also be a test site for wasp killer. Dang H. Dang, 
PVUSA's on-site manager, had no fewer than nine cans of 
wasp spray in his office. 

"They come out in the afternoon," he said. 
CleanPath and other energy companies and municipalities 

backing the measure envision installing similar midsize solar 
facilities in other cities. The military, which is under orders by 
the Obama administration to increase its use of renewable 
energy, is backing Wolk's bill so it too can install midsize 
solar facilities, perhaps at Camp Pendleton. 

As it is, people who install rooftop solar panels are 
subsidized by other ratepayers who for whatever reasons don't 
buy panels. SB 843 would allow the rest of us, including 
renters or people who have trees blocking the sun, to tap into 
solar energy. 



 18

Under SB 843, electrons wouldn't flow directly into 
people's homes. Instead, consumers would contract with one 
of the developers for electricity, and receive credits on their 
bills. 

Price likens solar energy to organic food. The public 
"voted with their dollars," and "overnight," major stores began 
selling organic products. 

"There is overwhelming demand. People want solar," he 
said. 

The prospect of such change worries utilities, which by 
law must provide power 24 hours a day, not just when the sun 
shines and the wind blows. As people figure out ways to 
extricate themselves from the grid, utilities face a destabilized 
future. 

Although San Diego Gas and Electric backs the measure, 
PG&E and Southern California Edison, the state's two largest 
utilities, oppose it. They've shown an ability to kill virtually 
any bill over the years. 

PG&E executive David Rubin, who has analyzed the 
legislation, said it would oblige private utilities – though not 
municipal utility districts such as SMUD – to buy huge 
amounts of solar power at prices that generally are higher than 
other power. PG&E estimates that over 20 years, Wolk's bill 
could add $4 billion in costs to ratepayers who don't buy into 
the systems. 

"We oppose this specific bill because it is a very 
significant procurement requirement where the costs are going 
to be in substantially excess of the value that we will be 
getting on behalf of customers," Rubin said. 

California has made impressive progress toward meeting 
the goal set by Gov. Jerry Brown of obtaining a third of the 
roughly 50,000 megawatts used in the state from renewable 
sources. 

But the vast majority of the state's alternative energy 
comes from the sun. The expansion of solar leaves some 
longtime environmental advocates wondering if California is 
getting too much of a good thing. Perhaps the state should tap 
other renewable sources, such as geothermal power. 

"How much solar can we use successfully, given that it's 
available only part of the day?" said V. John White, a veteran 
lobbyist for alternative energy producers. 

Such concerns shouldn't be dismissed. But if Wolk's bill 
becomes law, it could prove to be one of the more significant 
developments in the energy world in recent years. 

It shouldn't come as a shock that the concept comes from 
Davis. Laugh all you want at what emanates from Davis, the 
town that proudly built a tunnel so toads would get squished 
when they hop across the road. As a 20-year resident of the 
town, I certainly do. But there is nothing wrong with setting a 
goal of becoming carbon-neutral. The alternative is to keep 
doing the crazy stuff we've been doing for decades. 
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PERSONNEL: 
14. Veterans Job Training Slots Fill Up Quickly 
(NAVY TIMES 27 AUG 12) ... Rick Maze 

The Veterans Affairs Department announced Monday it 
has filled 36,000 of the 45,000 job training openings available 
in 2012 for unemployed veterans ages 35 to 60, and it expects 
to have every slot filled by Sept. 30. 

An additional 55,000 openings will be available 
beginning Oct. 1, the start of fiscal 2013, for the Veterans’ 
Retaining Assistance Program, which provides up to 12 
months of Montgomery GI Bill benefits while participants 
take vocational training classes aimed at helping them find 
work in high-demand occupations. 

VA officials report that as of Friday, 51,565 people 
applied for the program and 36,741 were approved. 

VRAP provides up to $1,473 a month in GI Bill benefits 
for those taking full-time courses to learn the skills necessary 
to land a job in one of more than 200 occupational fields 
projected by the Labor Department to have growth of at least 
10,000 jobs over the next decade. 

The program became law at the insistence of Rep. Jeff 
Miller, R-Fla., the House Veterans’ Affairs Committee 
chairman, who wanted a job training program aimed at older 
unemployed veterans who had either exhausted or never 
earned other veterans’ educational benefits. The Vow to Hire 
Heroes Act, passed by Congress and signed by President 
Obama last year, includes full funding for the 95,000 
enrollments. 

In a statement, VA Secretary Eric Shinseki said the large 
number of applicants “illustrates how important this program 
is in providing veterans the opportunity to find employment in 
a high-demand field.” 

Veterans have to be approved for a specific course of 
study at a specific school, but VA officials were unable to 
provide statistics about the schools and occupational choices 
of the approved veterans. 
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15. Clarke Named Fleet Master Chief 
(NAVY TIMES 27 AUG 12) ... Mark D. Faram 

U.S. Fleet Forces Command in Norfolk, Va., announced 
Monday that Command Master Chief (SW/AW/IDW) Chuck 
Clarke will be the next top enlisted sailor. 

Clarke, currently serving as the command master chief for 
the U.S. Fifth Fleet in Bahrain will replace Fleet Master Chief 
(AW/NAC) Mike Stevens, who was selected to become the 

13th Master Chief Petty Officer of the Navy at the end of 
September. 

“Master Chief Chuck Clarke is a tremendous leader with 
a wealth of experience in a variety of assignments,” said 
Stevens. “He has our Navy’s and our sailor’s best interests in 
mind and can provide the commander with a unique 
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perspective that will only help to increase mission readiness 
throughout the fleet.” 

Clarke takes responsibility from Stevens of being the top 
senior enlisted advisor for more than 100,000 active duty and 
reserve sailors serving on more than 120 vessels and at nearly 
80 shore commands. 

Clarke, was born in Georgetown, Guyana, and enlisted in 
the Navy in 1987. 

His previous assignments include the landing platform 
dock Dubuque, the dock landing ship Mount Vernon, the 
amphibious assault ship Iwo Jima, Naval Mobile Construction 
Battalion 40, Recruit Training Command and Personnel 
Support Detachment Point Loma in San Diego, Calif., Naval 
Support Activity, La Maddalena, Italy; and Helicopter Tactical 
Wing Atlantic Fleet, Norfolk, Va. 

Prior to selection as the U.S. Fifth Fleet CMC, he served 
as the command master chief aboard the carriers Kitty Hawk 
and Nimitz. 

He is a graduate of the Navy’s Senior Enlisted Academy, 
the Command Master Chief and Chief of the Boat Course, and 
the National Defense University Keystone Course. 

He holds an associate’s degree from National University, 
a bachelor’s from Excelsior College and a master’s in human 
relations from the University of Oklahoma. 

He has qualified as an enlisted surface, aviation and 
information dominance warfare specialist. 

Among his personal decorations are two awards of the 
Meritorious Service Medal, six Navy and Marine Corps 
Commendation Medals, six Navy and Marine Corps 
Achievement Medals Military Outstanding Volunteer Service 
Medal. 
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16. Assistant Secretary Of The Navy Visits Japan 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 27 AUG 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Adam Thomas, Commander Naval Forces Japan 
Public Affairs 

YOKOSUKA, Japan -- Assistant Secretary of the Navy 
(ASN)(Manpower and Reserve Affairs), Honorable Juan M. 
Garcia III, kicked off a tour to the region Japan U.S. military 
installations with a visit to Commander, Fleet Activities 
Yokosuka (CFAY) Aug. 27. 

During his tour of the region, Garcia is scheduled to visit 
a total of five region Japan area installations including CFAY, 
Commander, Fleet Activities Sasebo, Naval Air Facility 
Atsugi, Marine Corps Air Station Futenma and Marine Corps 
Air Station Iwakuni. 

"We're here visiting the region for three reasons," said 
Garcia. "First, in a time of enormous change in the Navy and 
Marine Corps which includes a new budget, a new national 
defense strategy and significant personnel policy changes, we 
need to address some possible misperceptions, give you the 
ground truth as we know it, and hopefully alleviate some 
anxiety." 

Garcia held an all hands call at CFAY where he 
highlighted the "21st Century Sailor and Marine,” a new 
initiative rolled out by the Secretary of the Navy and senior 
leaders, which is designed to maximize the personal readiness 
of Sailors and Marines in order to sharpen the effectiveness of 
combat forces. 

"We know that the new national defense strategy which 
includes a rebalance to the Pacific is a sea service strategy," 
said Garcia. "It's about the Navy and Marine Corps, and most 
importantly the great folks that are out here on the tip of the 
spear. We want to make certain that they have the tools 
needed to excel and that's what the 21st Century Sailor and 
Marine is all about." 

During the all hands call, Sailors and Marines had the 
opportunity to ask Garcia questions and address their concerns 
regarding recent personnel policies. 

"I was impressed by Assistant Secretary of the Navy 
Garcia's responses to our questions. He spoke about a lot of 
good information regarding the new initiatives," said Master-
at-Arms 1st Class Theodore Mitchell. "It makes Sailors feel 
good that he's taken the time to come and speak to us about 
our concerns. He didn't just talk around the subjects; he 
addressed them right at our level." 

The position of ASN is to act on matters that affect 
manpower and personnel policy within the Department of the 
Navy. His duties include issues that affect active duty and 
reserve Sailors, Marines, and Department of the Navy 
civilians. 

ASN Visits CFAY, Addresses ERB 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 27 AUG 12) Mass 

Communication Specialist 2nd Class John S. Smolinski, 
CFAY Public Affairs 

YOKOSUKA, Japan -- The Honorable Juan M. Garcia 
III, Assistant Secretary of the Navy (Manpower and Reserve 
Affairs), addressed the future of Enlisted Retention Board 
(ERB) to Sailors on board Commander Fleet Activities 
Yokosuka (CFAY) during an all hands call Aug. 27. 

Last year's ERB was charged with identifying the most 
qualified Sailors for retention, applying both performance 
indicators and available quotas. Combined, the first and 
second phases of the ERB reviewed approximately 16,000 
records for approximately 13,000 available retention quotas. 
Though the primary criterion for all boards is sustained 
superior performance, the ERB contained both quota-based 
and performance-based elements. 

"There is no intention of doing another ERB this year, no 
intention to do one next year or to do one in the indefinite 
future," said Garcia. "The idea was that it is a one-time only 
evolution." 

The board looked at only the most overmanned ratings 
and examined the performance of approximately 16,000 
Sailors, according to Naval Administrative message 
(NAVADMIN) 129/11. Approximately 3,000 Sailors will not 
be retained on active duty, but were encouraged to apply for 
Selected Reserve, if not accepted for conversion. 

"For ERB-eligible Sailors, this should not be viewed as 
personal or reflected as poor performance, these are great 
Sailors," said Garcia. "The system was backward. We had 
historic-level retention and we had a fleet out of balance. With 
this strategy, we had to pick the right Sailor, in the right place, 
in the right time." 

The impact of the ERB process can already be seen in 
many of the rates affected. 
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"The benefit of ERB is that advancement is up 
dramatically, E-6 up five percent, E-5 up ten percent and 
successful perform-to-serve (PTS) quotas are up exponentially 
from 30 percent to now 70 percent," said Garcia. 

In July, the Navy addressed gaps for sea billets by 
expanding initiatives for Sailors with the right experience 
levels and skill sets into high-priority Fleet billets. Garcia 
addressed the relevance of ERB in light of short falls for these 
billets. 

"It's easy to understand why there is confusion about the 
introduction of initiatives to encourage sea duty extensions at 

the same time we are following through with ERB," said 
Garcia. "But it's an apples and oranges question. The sea billet 
gap existed before ERB. We now have the size Navy we need, 
we just need to fix the gaps and these incentives are designed 
to encourage folks to do so." 

The assistant secretary's visit to CFAY is a part of the 
Navy's focus on the 21st Century Sailor and Marine initiative, 
Japan Road Show to promote the use of tools designed to 
focus on the whole life of the individual and their family's 
lives. 
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17. Report Reveals Essex Chaos Before Collision 
(NAVY TIMES 27 AUG 12) ... Gidget Fuentes 

SAN DIEGO — Chaos ensued on the bridge of 
amphibious assault ship Essex last spring when a rudder 
became stuck, sending the ship into the oiler Yukon as it 
prepared for a replenishment at sea, the Navy investigation has 
found. 

The Essex skipper’s failure to properly lead his junior 
bridge watch team caused what could have been an 
“avoidable” collision, according to the report obtained by 
Navy Times through a Freedom of Information Act request. 

The findings shed new light on the May 16 collision off 
the coast of California, a day before Essex returned to San 
Diego. 

For his role in the collision, Capt. Charles E. “Chuck” 
Litchfield was fired June 18 by Rear Adm. Gerard Hueber, the 
Expeditionary Strike Group 3 commander. 

“The commanding officer failed to give clear, forceful 
direction to his crew when it was most needed,” wrote Vice 
Adm. Gerald Beaman, the 3rd Fleet commander in San Diego, 
in his final endorsement of the investigation. “It was this lack 
of clear, forceful direction — not the collision itself — that 
caused my lack of confidence in his ability to command. 
Unfortunately, this commanding officer on this particular day, 
and under this specific set of circumstances, was unable to 
meet the challenge facing his crew.” 

Litchfield had commanded Essex less than a month after 
exchanging crews in a “hull swap” with amphibious assault 
ship Bonhomme Richard on April 23 in Sasebo, Japan. 

Litchfield had served as commander of the Bonhomme 
Richard since Feb. 3, and led the ship from Japan for the swap, 
necessary so the 20-year-old Essex could get much-needed 
repairs in San Diego. A 1988 U.S. Naval Academy graduate, 
he previously served as Bonhomme Richard’s executive 
officer. 

The investigation found Essex’s starboard rudder had 
become jammed. And while both ships managed to avoid 
colliding at their bows, inattention and poor communication 
over the next minute led to both ships to crash near their 
sterns. 

Both ships remained stuck together for about a minute, 
with Essex’s starboard aircraft elevator on Yukon’s aft flight 
deck, before Essex got enough power to pull away. 

No one was injured in the collision, Navy officials said. 
But the collision ripped apart metal nettings, catwalks and life-
raft bins along Essex’s starboard aircraft elevator and the aft 
part of the flight deck. Yukon, a 678-foot oiler operated by 
Military Sealift Command, remained seaworthy following the 
collision but suffered damage to its flight deck, as well as life 
rafts and davits, officials said at the time. Both ships berthed 
in San Diego for repairs, and Essex participated in Rim-of-the-
Pacific exercises off Hawaii this summer as scheduled. 

Along with stripping Litchfield of command, Hueber 
recommended administrative actions for dereliction be taken 
against Essex’s executive officer, officer-of-the-deck, conning 
officer and helm safety officer. 
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ROTC: 
18. Sub Base, Yale Renew Ties With Return Of ROTC 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 27 AUG 12) ... Michael Melia 

GROTON, Conn. — For the first time in 40 years, 
students from a Naval Reserve Officers’ Training Corps unit 
are among the freshmen arriving at Yale University. 

The appearance of midshipmen for classes beginning 
Wednesday is also leading to new ties with the Naval 
Submarine base 50 miles up the shoreline in Groton. 

Since the Ivy League school agreed last year to bring back 
ROTC in the wake of the “don’t ask, don’t tell” repeal, 
military officials have welcomed Yale faculty members on 
base tours and taken some for a ride on a nuclear-powered 
attack submarine. 

The commanding officer of the base, Capt. Marc Denno, 
said in an interview that he hopes to develop an even tighter 
relationship — and perhaps inspire Yale-educated officers to 
pursue careers in the submarine force. 

“The synergy is obvious and necessary,” said Denno, who 
noted Yale now has the only Naval ROTC program in 
Connecticut. “We’re pretty excited about it.” 

Eleven Yale undergraduates, including one sophomore, 
are enrolled in the Naval ROTC unit. 

The Air Force and the Navy are both opening ROTC 
detachments this fall at Yale, which welcomed them back after 
Congress voted to allow gays to serve openly in the military. 
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A Yale ribbon-cutting ceremony for ROTC involving military 
and university officials is planned for Sept. 21. 

While ROTC hasn’t had a presence at Yale since the 
Vietnam War era, its return renews a long military tradition. 
The inventor David Bushnell is credited with creating the first 
submarine ever used in combat while studying at Yale in 
1775, and one of the original six Naval ROTC units was 
established at the university in 1926. 

Students enrolled in the ROTC program receive 
scholarship money in return for agreeing to military service 
after graduation. 

The Yale midshipmen had a weeklong orientation 
program at Navy installations in Newport, R.I. The Groton 
submarine base is expecting to support the students in a 
number of ways, including hosting them for visits to use 
training and team-building equipment. 

ROTC officials also have sought to build connections 
with the faculty, particularly members of the engineering 
department. 

“It’s important for them to understand we’re not a lot of 
knuckle draggers,” said Navy Cmdr. Jamie Godwin, the 
commanding officer for the NROTC consortium at the 
College of the Holy Cross that includes Yale. “Not a lot of 

people are aware of the high level of training going on in the 
Navy.” 

Two other Ivy League universities, Harvard and 
Columbia, also signed agreements last year to bring back 
ROTC. 

ROTC programs left the campuses of several prominent 
universities in the late 1960s and early 1970s in the fervor of 
student protests against the Vietnam War. ROTC was kept 
away more recently because of “don’t ask, don’t tell,” which 
banned gays from serving openly in the armed services. The 
universities said the policy violated non-discrimination rules 
for campus organizations. 

Military officials say Yale faculty members have shown 
enthusiasm for the renewed relationship. 

Vincent Wilczynski, a deputy dean at the Yale School of 
Engineering & Science, is one of two faculty members who 
accompanied the crew of the submarine Missouri on a three-
day sea transit this spring from the Bahamas to a Navy base in 
Georgia. He said he was struck by the complexity of the 
submarine as an engineering platform and the young age of 
the Sailors responsible for the nuclear plant. 

“It was tremendous,” Wilczynski said. “It was a good 
reminder of the end game of what we’re teaching in the 
classroom and what we’re teaching in the lab.” 
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LITTORAL COMBAT SHIP: 
19. LCS-3 Crew Takes On New Ship; Deals With Glitches Along The Way 
(DEFENSE DAILY 28 AUG 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

ABOARD THE FUTURE USS FORT WORTH -- The 
crew on the LCS-3 had been underway for more than two 
weeks on the latest Littoral Combat Ship’s (LCS) maiden 
voyage, learning about the ship’s systems, tackling equipment 
failures and preparing the vessel for commissioning next 
month. 

The crew has had to cope with a host of challenges and 
problems with the new warship built by Marinette Marine 
under prime contractor Lockheed Martin [LMT] since its Aug. 
7 departure from the Great Lakes, working long and hard 
shifts to resolve the problems to keep the ship on schedule. 

Many of the problems on the future USS Fort Worth 
appear to be fairly minor, others a little more significant, but 
some of the more experienced crew say the issues are common 
for a brand new ship that still requires thorough testing at sea 
to identify and fix problems. When it gets to its homeport in 
San Diego later this year, the ship’s commanding officer, 
Capt. Randy Blankenship, hopes to have identified the things 
that need to be resolved in post-shakedown availability. 

“We’re going to identify some things that don’t work,” 
Blankenship said. “And what the post-shakedown availability 
is really about, is being able to take those things and get them 
working the way they’re supposed to. It’s not all perfect.” 

Some of the problems have included a broken saltwater 
cooling pump for one of four engines, forcing the shutdown of 
a diesel engine since shortly before its arrival in Halifax, 
Canada, and for the duration of the trip from there to Norfolk, 
Va., where a new pump was planned for installation before 
heading back out to sea, the ship’s chief engineer, Lt. Phillip 
Dennis, said. 

The crew also experienced a failure with another engine 
pump for extracting oil. That problem was prompted by a loss 
of offshore power while docked in Halifax, resulting in more 
than 200 gallons of spilled oil fuel that required 15 hours of 
clean up time. That issue was resolved and won’t require 
further attention, Dennis said. 

The LCS is unlike any other type of vessel the Navy has 
operated. It is designed to fight in coastal areas and deploy 
swappable modules that are still under development for three 
different missions: anti-submarine warfare, anti -surface 
warfare and mine-clearing. 

Among the challenges faced by the engineering crew, 
Dennis said, is making the transition from the Navy’s legacy 
ships to the LCS, which he characterized as a new concept and 
“totally different way of doing things.” But he’s confident the 
men and women stationed on Fort Worth are on the right path. 

“Bringing a ship to life for the Navy, coming from (pre-
commissioning) to turnover to the crew, getting the ship 
underway and becoming a fleet asset and becoming 
operationally ready, there are numerous steps involved with 
the process,” Dennis said. “And right now, one of our bigger 
challenges is, how do we do it here? And it looks like it’s 
coming together.” 

Blankenship said operating LCS-3’s combat system, 
Combats 21, has gone well so far, with fewer glitches than he 
would have anticipated. “I expected to see quite a few 
problems with the software load and I haven’t seen those. That 
has been a very pleasant surprise.” 

After arriving in Virginia from Halifax, the Fort Worth 
headed back out to sea and conducted helicopter takeoff and 
landing operations, successfully completing certification 
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Thursday night before returning to port, said Chris Johnson, a 
spokesman for Naval Sea Systems Command (NAVSEA). 

Once leaving Norfolk this week, the ship will pull into 
Naval Station Mayport, Fla., for a 10-day scheduled 
maintenance and repair availability, Blankenship said. The 
crew will use that time to address a small leak along a dried 
out seal on the bottom of the stern door that was causing the 
ship to take on small amounts of sea water. 

The problems are expected to be fixed in time for the 
ship’s commissioning Sept. 22 in Galveston, Texas, before it 
journeys through the Panama Canal en route to San Diego. 

Meanwhile, the ship’s engineering crew, which oversees 
everything from running the engines to sanitation and water 
supplies, was working long hours to keep the Fort Worth on 
track. Dennis said his crew is on station 18 hours for every 24-
hour period. 

The Navy originally designed the LCS to operate with a 
base crew of 40, but now acknowledges it will have to 
increase that number. The service plans to complete a review 
on manning in September, hoping to come up with the right 
number and skill sets required to operate the ship. Blankenship 
would not weigh in on numbers, but said he believes it was 
critical to look at areas where there was less redundancy. 
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CONGRESS / BUDGET: 
20. 108,000 DoD Civilians Would Lose Jobs Under Sequestration: Report 
(DEFENSE NEWS 27 AUG 12) ... Andi Medici 

The Defense Department would be forced to cut 108,000 
civilian employees from its work force next year if automatic 
budget cuts take effect Jan. 1, according to a new report. 

Defense contractors would see more gradual cuts as 
existing contracts run out and are not renewed, according to 
the Aug. 24 report by the Center for Strategic and Budgetary 
Assessments. 

The cuts — formally known as sequestration — are 
required by last year’s Budget Control Act unless Congress 
and the Obama administration agree on a path to reducing 
future budget deficits by $1.2 trillion through 2021. 

DoD would need to cut its 791,000-person work force by 
13.7 percent in fiscal 2013 to achieve its share of the 
reductions, which the report estimates at $56.5 billion, or 10.3 
percent. 

“The longer DoD waits to reduce its civilian work force 
once sequestration goes into effect, the deeper it will have to 
cut civilians for the remainder of the fiscal year,” according to 
the report. 

The total DoD budget would be cut from $546 billion to 
$491 billion in fiscal 2013, according to the report. 

Defense contractors would be shielded from immediate 
cuts but would eventually see significantly reduced spending 
on contracts about three years into sequestration, according to 
the report. 

DoD would also have to cut fiscal 2013 budgets for 
operations and maintenance by 6.9 percent, procurement by 
3.5 percent and family housing by 6.9 percent, according to 
the report. President Obama has said he would exempt active-
duty military personnel from the cuts. 
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HURRICANE ISAAC: 
21. Guantánamo Suffered ‘Minimal Damage’ From Isaac’s Splash 
(MIAMI HERALD 27 AUG 12) ... Carol Rosenberg 

Life at the U.S. Navy base at Guantánamo Bay, Cuba, 
resumed its routine Monday after a three-day disruption while 
the base hunkered down for what in the end amounted to a 
drive-by from Tropical Storm Isaac — and a big splash. 

Detainees relocated to hurricane-proof buildings were 
back in their coastal lockups, said the detention center’s Navy 
Capt. Robert Durand, a spokesman. The 168 captives live in 
an array of five prison camps plus the detention center hospital 
and psych ward. 

Before Isaac swerved north and away from the base, the 
military moved to hurricane-proof buildings those detainees 
and troops who are usually housed in certain sea-front lockups 
and trailer parks. 

The Pentagon also canceled this month’s pre-trial 
hearings in the Sept. 11 terror case, postponing alleged 
mastermind Khalid Sheik Mohammed’s next court date until 
Oct. 15-19. 

Damage to the crude war court compound overlooking 
Guantánamo Bay and the sprawling prison camps complex 
overlooking the Caribbean was “minimal,” Durand said. 
Troops found “pools of water on roadways, minor leaks and 
seepage but no major storm damage.” 

“We are back to routine operations,” he said midday 
Monday by email. 

Beaches were still closed across the 45-square-mile Navy 
base because of rough seas. 

But the base’s social director announced on Facebook that 
there would be Bingo at a hall adjacent to the Irish pub on 
Tuesday night. The open-air base cinema was reopened as 
well. The nightly free-of-charge movie for troops and their 
families Monday night was Adam Sandler’s R-rated 
comedy, That’s My Boy. 
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22. National Guard Mobilizes 4,126 Troops For Tropical Storm Isaac, Governor Says 
(NEW ORLEANS TIMES-PICAYUNE 27 AUG 12) ... Paul Purpura 

Gov. Bobby Jindal said today that 4,126 Louisiana Army 
and Air National Guard troops have been activated in 
anticipation of Tropical Storm Isaac, forecast to strike 
southeast Louisiana late Tuesday or early Wednesday. The 
troops are mobilizing supplies and equipment, and 16 liaison 
teams are embedding with parish governments, Jindal said. 

More than one third of the Louisiana National Guard will 
be mobilized, a number that's expected to include engineers. 

"Guardsmen around the state are reporting to their units 
today," said Staff Sgt. Denis Ricou, a National Guard 
spokesman. 

Many troops await missions that will depend in part on 
where Isaac goes, Ricou said. 

Troops with missions are assisting with evacuation 
shelters, including one in Alexandria where troops set up 
2,500 cots. Another 300 soldiers will work as bus drivers at 
Zephyr Field in Metairie, supporting the state departments of 
transportation and education, he said. 

The National Guard has 921 "security vehicles" available, 
along with 503 high-water vehicles, 74 boats and helicopters, 
Jindal said. 

The Coast Guard, meanwhile, has evacuated its boat 
stations in Grand Isle and Venice, and its MH-65C Dolphin 
helicopters based at the agency's air station in Belle Chasse 
were to ride out Isaac in Houston, a Coast Guard spokesman 
said. The helicopters were still at Coast Guard Air Station 
New Orleans, in Belle Chasse, as of midday. 

Search and rescue and other Coast Guard services will 
resume as soon as possible after the storm passes. Aircraft are 
poised to respond 12 hours after the storm passes, the 
spokesman said. 

Aircraft based at the Naval Air Station-Joint Reserve Base 
in Belle Chasse were flown to other military installations 
beginning today, a Navy spokesman said. 

Officials at Marine Forces Reserve and Marine Forces 
North headquarters in Algiers are expected to decide early this 
afternoon whether to move command functions out of the 
area. 

Mission-Essential Staff Only At Naval Air Station For 
Tropical Storm Isaac 

With Tropical Storm Isaac churning toward southeast 
Louisiana, the Naval Air Station-Joint Reserve Base in Belle 
Chasse is calling for "mission essential personnel" only on 
Tuesday and Wednesday. The aircraft based there already are 
being flown to military bases outside Isaac's impact area, a 
Navy spokesman said today. 

Belle Chasse Academy, the state charter elementary at the 
air station, is closed at least through Wednesday. 

Meanwhile, Gov. Bobby Jindal is scheduled to discuss the 
state's response to Isaac in an 11:15 a.m., press conference in 
Baton Rouge. He presumably will discuss his plans for the 
National Guard, which today withheld comment about its 
operations until Jindal's press conference. 

Jindal declared a state of emergency on Sunday and 
authorized the National Guard to mobilize up to 4,000 troops. 
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INFRASTRUCTURE / INSTALLATIONS: 
23. Navy Calls For Relocation Of St. Marys Airport 
Repeated skydiver intrusions must be eliminated, Navy says 
(FLORIDA TIMES-UNION 27 AUG 12) ... Terry Dickson 

The Aug. 12 landing of two skydivers inside Kings Naval 
Submarine Base’s perimeter has heightened the Navy’s 
security concern to the point that the base commander on 
Monday called for the relocation of the St. Marys Airport from 
which a skydiving business operates. 

The St. Marys Airport Authority last week revoked The 
Jumping Place’s operating permit, but in spite of posted 
trespass warnings the business carried dozens of skydivers 
aloft Saturday, three of whom landed in a city park. Four 
skydivers received warnings and five were cited. 

That action was apparently not sufficient to allay the 
Navy’s concerns. 

In a letter citing the landing on a base softball field, Kings 
Bay commander Capt. Harvey Guffey Jr. reminded St. Marys 
Mayor Bill DeLoughy of the city’s failure to “eliminate 
parachutists encroaching on the base despite multiple letters of 
concern from several base commanding officers...” 

Rear Adm. John C. Scorby Jr., commander of the Navy’s 
Southeast Region in Jacksonville, reinforced Guffey’s letter 
with one of his own. 

“Repeated exposure to these security threats in this era of 
terrorism creates significant disruption for the [submarine 
base’s] mission, and raises the specter of needlessly dangerous 

reactive responses. We can no longer accept this state of 
affairs,” Scorby wrote. 

The Navy “must heighten and reemphasize” it’s desire for 
that moving the airport be made a priority, Guffey wrote. 

“Let me be clear,” he said, “parachutist intrusions on the 
base must be eliminated.” 

The Navy said as much Wednesday at the meeting in 
which the Airport Authority revoked The Jumping Place’s 
permit. The vote came after owner Cathy Kloess said she 
could not guarantee that parachutists who jumped from her 
plane’s would not again land on Kings Bay. Those Aug. 12 
landings were the sixth and seventh in three years on the base 
that has some highly restricted areas. 

Although things got off to a late start Saturday, Kloess 
said it would be business as usual. 

By the end of the day, however, the St. Marys police had 
issued four criminal trespass warnings, two criminal trespass 
citations to skydiving instructors and three reckless conduct 
citations to three jumpers who landed in the city’s Sweetwater 
Park, authority lawyer Jim Stein said. 

With no clear end to the jumps, Stein said authority 
members Frank Frasca and Frank Drane will ask the FAA 
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what steps it should take next to provide better assurance no 
more skydivers from the airport will land on the base. 

Stein said the Navy’s strong letters will help him make his 
case to the city and the FAA. 

“It’s my advice nobody be allowed to operate at that 
airport as a skydiving business,” Stein said. 

Kloess’ son, Casey Kloess-Finley, who owns the business 
with her, called the arrests a “gross misuse of power by the 
city and the Airport Authority board.” 

The latter three jumpers had intended to land on a two-
acre piece of property off the south side of the airport’s 
runway, he said. 

Kloess and Kloess-Finley told the Times-Union Saturday 
morning that they own the property and the authority could 
not stop them from using it as a drop zone. 

“Their intent was not to land in the park. They didn’t feel 
they could land there safely,” Kloess-Finley said of the two-
acre landing spot. “They found a safe landing spot in the 
park.” 

Kloess-Finley said The Jumping Place believes police 
were clearly wrong in citing the two instructors for criminal 
trespass after telling all the jumpers that officers would issue 
only warnings. 

“They were singled out as our instructors,” Kloess-Finley 
said. 

The two were cited after completing tandem jumps and as 
agents of The Jumping Place clearly knew they could be 
charged with criminal trespass, Stein said. 

Stein also said that shifting the landing zone Saturday to 
the plot closer to base only increased the risk that a skydiver 
could again land on King’s Bay. 

Kloess-Finley disagreed saying the spot is only 0.6 miles 
closer meaning it’s still more than a mile from the base, which 
provides plenty of buffer for an experienced jumper. 

He also said any assertion that The Jumping Place doesn’t 
take Kings Bay’s security seriously is wrong. 

“The Jumping Place policy is to never land on the base. 
Never,” he said. 

But when a skydiver leaves the plane, he becomes his 
own pilot and in charge of his own landing, Kloess-Finley 
said. 

Individual skydivers must make decisions for their own 
safety, he said. 

Kloess has said that skydivers blown off course by “acts 
of God” chose the base to ensure they could land safely, most 
recently on a softball field that they thought was in a city park. 

As part of its pre-jump education, The Jumping Place tells 
skydivers not to land on the base even as a last resort and 
shows them aerial photos, Kloess-Finley said. 

“But we’re not going to tell them to hit a tree to avoid 
landing on the base,” he said. 

Asked if The Jumping Place will take skydivers up again 
Saturday, Kloess-Finley said “Our plan right now is we’re 
looking for other fields to jump in.” 

The two-acre field off the airport is not suitable for 
student landings, he said. 

“We’re looking at anything to keep our business open,” 
Kloess-Finley said. 
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24. Military Divers Deserve Own D.C. Monument, U.S. Senator Asserts 
(LOS ANGELES TIMES 27 AUG 12) ... Richard Simon 

WASHINGTON — This city known for its eclectic 
assortment of monuments could soon get another one: the Man 
in the Sea Memorial Monument, a tribute to military divers. 

Congress has been asked to bless the privately funded 11-
foot-tall bronze sculpture of a diver in helmet and suit, to be 
erected on the waterfront at the Washington Navy Yard, once 
the home of the Navy Diving School. 

Planning has been underway for several years, but the 
nonprofit group pushing the project hopes to reach new depths 
in its $10-million fundraising drive with a congressional 
endorsement. 

Sen. Jim Webb (D-Va.), a former Navy secretary, recently 
introduced a resolution expressing support for the project. 

He said the monument would call attention to the "often 
unseen and unrecognized” work of military divers. In the 
1970s, for example, divers tapped into an undersea Soviet 
communications cable. In 1939, four divers rescued 33 men 
from the submarine Squalus, which had sunk in about 250 feet 

of water off New Hampshire; those divers later received the 
Medal of Honor. 

Military divers also have been involved in humanitarian 
relief, including repairing port facilities in Haiti after the 2010 
earthquake. 

"This is a piece of the nation’s history that is missing," 
said William Nucklos, the project’s Washington-based 
director for policy, in an interview. 

A provision of a House-approved defense bill also 
expresses support for a memorial to honor divers whose 
"defense of the United States has been carried out beneath the 
waters of the world." 

Ken Dreger, chief executive of the nonprofit Homeland 
Security Policy Institute Group, said he and his business 
partner, a former Navy diver, came up with the idea for the 
monument after watching divers during a weekend fishing trip 
to Catalina Island. The nonprofit organization already has 
received some contributions, including an early one from actor 
Tom Hanks and his wife, actress Rita Wilson. 
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ARCTIC: 
25. Satellites Show Sea Ice In Arctic Is At A Record Low 
(NEW YORK TIMES 28 AUG 12) ... Justin Gillis 
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The amount of sea ice in the Arctic has fallen to the 
lowest level on record, a confirmation of the drastic warming 
in the region and a likely harbinger of larger changes to come. 

Satellites tracking the extent of the sea ice found over the 
weekend that it covered about 1.58 million square miles, or 
less than 30 percent of the Arctic Ocean’s surface, scientists 
said. That is only slightly below the previous record low, set in 
2007, but with weeks still to go in the summer melting season, 
it is clear that the record will be beaten by a wide margin. 

The National Snow and Ice Data Center, a government-
sponsored research agency in Boulder, Colo., announced the 
findings on Monday in collaboration with NASA. The amount 
of sea ice in the summer has declined more than 40 percent 
since satellite tracking began in the late 1970s, a trend that 
most scientists believe is primarily a consequence of the 
human release of greenhouse gases. 

“It’s hard even for people like me to believe, to see that 
climate change is actually doing what our worst fears 
dictated,” said Jennifer A. Francis, a Rutgers University 
scientist who studies the effect of sea ice on weather patterns. 
“It’s starting to give me chills, to tell you the truth.” 

Scientific forecasts based on computer modeling have 
long suggested that a time will come when the Arctic will be 
completely free of ice in the summer, perhaps by the middle of 
the century. This year’s prodigious melting is lending 
credibility to more pessimistic analyses that that moment may 
come much sooner, perhaps by the end of this decade. 

“It’s an example of how uncertainty is not our friend 
when it comes to climate-change risk,” said Michael E. Mann, 
a climate scientist at Pennsylvania State University. “In this 
case, the models were almost certainly too conservative in the 
changes they were projecting, probably because of important 
missing physics.” 

Experts say that a powerful storm in the Arctic this month 
almost certainly contributed to the record by breaking up ice. 
But the record low would not have occurred, they say, if the 
ice had not been steadily contracting for the past several 
decades. 

The pace of that decline seems to be accelerating. But 
scientists are somewhat cautious in their predictions, given 
that sea ice is prone to natural variability. They have only a 
33-year record of careful satellite observations, and before 
that, only sketchy data from maps and other historical sources. 

By itself, the melting of sea ice does not raise global sea 
levels, because the floating ice is already displacing its weight 
in seawater. But the sharp warming that is causing the sea ice 
to melt also threatens land ice, notably the Greenland ice 
sheet, which is melting at an increasing rate. Melting land ice 
does raise sea levels. 

Already, the reduction in sea ice is altering weather 
patterns in the Arctic region, and perhaps beyond. It is putting 
stress on the ecology of the region and causing rapid erosion 
of shorelines that are now exposed to more vigorous waves. 

The melting does, however, offer some potential benefits, 
including new shipping routes and easier access to oil and 
other mineral deposits. A rush is on to stake claims and begin 
mineral exploration in the Arctic. 

The average temperature of the region is rising more than 
twice as fast as that of the earth as a whole, confirming a 
prediction first made in 1896: that increasing levels of carbon 
dioxide from the burning of fossil fuels would have an 
especially large impact in the Arctic. One reason is that the 
white surface of the ice reflects a great deal of sunlight back to 
space, but the darker water and land exposed when the ice 
melts absorb more heat from the sun, which in turns leads to 
additional melting, more sunlight absorption and so on — a 
feedback loop that scientists call Arctic amplification. 

Dr. Francis is one of a small group of climate scientists 
who argue that the decline of sea ice is already having 
consequences for weather in the Northern Hemisphere’s 
middle latitudes, including in the United States. She has 
published research suggesting that air circulation patterns are 
being altered in a way that favors more extremes, like heat 
waves and droughts. 

Such ideas are not considered proven, but they are getting 
more attention as the weather careers from one extreme to 
another. 

Every year, the surface of the Arctic Ocean freezes during 
the long, dark winter, with the extent of sea ice usually 
peaking in March. Until recent decades, a high proportion of 
the ice was thick enough to survive the summer. But scientists 
say the warming trend has reduced the ice to just a shell in 
many places. The means it can melt easily in the round-the-
clock sunshine that strikes the highest latitudes in summer. 

Said Walt Meier, a top scientist at the snow and ice 
center, “Parts of the Arctic have become like a giant Slushee 
this time of year.” 
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OUTREACH: 
26. Navy Divers Swim In Shark Tank At Greater Cleveland Aquarium 
Visitors show appreciation as part of Navy Week 
(WEWS ABC CLEVELAND 27 AUG 12) ... Bob Fenner 

CLEVELAND - Monday was the first day of Navy Week 
in Cleveland and visitors to Greater Cleveland Aquarium 
witnessed what Naval officers do to help keep all of us safe. 

The Navy Band-Great Lakes greeted people with music as 
they entered the aquarium's doors. 

Once inside, visitors observed a Navy diving 
demonstration in the aquarium's shark tank. Children pressed 
their hands on the glass of the tank to "high-five" the Naval 
officers who were inside the tank. Navy Explosive Ordinance 

Disposal (EOD) Technicians operated remote-control robots 
that are used to neutralize explosives. 

Therese Hensley has a high school friend who is a Navy 
officer stationed in San Diego. Therese brought her two young 
children, Claire and Connor, to the aquarium to help them 
learn what role the military has in their lives. 

"I didn't grow up with our country at war, but my kids 
certainly have only known our country to be at war," said 
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Hensley. "I think they do need to know that there are soldiers 
out there protecting us." 

Sandy Weisman came to the aquarium not knowing about 
the Navy demonstration taking place. He served as an Air 
Force pilot from 1958-1963 and has a grand-nephew in 
Afghanistan. Sandy is proud of all branches of the military. 

"I think the more people know what the military does, the 
more they'll support it and they realize that we have to have it 
as part of our country," said Weisman. 

Naval officers on hand Monday received a lot of respect 
and appreciation from those in attendance. 

"A lot of thank you's," said Navy officer James Wisneski. 
"We've had people and numerous veterans come up to us 
saying 'thank you for your service.'" 

Navy demonstrations at Greater Cleveland Aquarium will 
take place through Friday. 

View Clip (RT: 1:21) 
Navy Week Promises Demonstrations, Music, Ships, 

And More 
(WEWS ABC CLEVELAND 27 AUG 12) Kristin Byrne 
View Clip (RT: 2:06) 
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BOOKS: 
27. U.S. Officials Checking SEAL Raid Book For Secrets 
Pentagon Checking SEAL Raid Book For Classified Info 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 27 AUG 12) ... Kimberly Dozier 

WASHINGTON -- U.S. officials said Monday that they 
are reviewing a copy of a soon-to-be-published account of the 
raid that killed Osama bin Laden, checking for leaks of 
classified information. 

Pentagon spokesman George Little said Defense 
Department officials "received the manuscript and we are 
looking at it." 

CIA spokesman Preston Golson would only say that "the 
CIA has a copy of the book." 

The book, "No Easy Day," is scheduled for publication on 
Sept. 11. 

The author, a former Navy SEAL who participated in the 
raid, did not submit the book for pre-publication review that is 
required by the military secrecy agreements officials say he 
signed. 

Pentagon regulations stipulate that retired personnel, 
former employees and non-active duty members of the 
Reserves "shall use the DoD security review process to ensure 
that information they submit for public release does not 
compromise national security." 

Pentagon officials say that if they determine the 
manuscript reveals classified information about the raid, the 
Pentagon would "defer to the Department of Justice." 

If there is classified information in the book, the former 
SEAL could face criminal charges. 

The publisher says the author intends to give the 
"majority" of the proceeds to charity, but the Justice 

Department could still sue to collect any future book proceeds 
as well. 

A special operations advocacy group, Special Operations-
OPSEC, which is criticizing President Barack Obama over 
alleged leaks and making the raid the national security 
centerpiece of his re-election campaign, asked the attorney 
general to block the book's release until the government can 
make sure it reveals no classified information. 

In a letter released to The Associated Press, the group 
asked the Justice Department "to immediately seek...an 
injunction in federal court to prevent this book from being 
published and distributed" until it can be reviewed. 

Justice Department spokesman Dean Boyd says the 
department is reviewing the letter. 

Dutton announced the book's pending release last week, 
saying that "No Easy Day" will "set the record straight" on the 
bin Laden operation. The author is listed under the pseudonym 
of Mark Owen, and the publisher had asked news 
organizations to withhold his identity. He has since been 
identified as Matt Bissonnette, who retired from the Navy last 
summer. 

After the initial burst of publicity, the book shot up to the 
top of the Amazon.com chart, reaching No. 1 as of late Friday 
morning and remaining there Monday, displacing the million-
selling erotic trilogy "Fifty Shades of Gray." 
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COMMENTARY: 
28. When Massacres Are Tolerable 
President Obama says he is determined to prevent mass atrocities. Why not in Syria? 
(WASHINGTON POST 28 AUG 12) ... Editorial 

Evidence is emerging of yet another horrific massacre by 
the Syrian regime of Bashar al-Assad, this time in the suburbs 
of Damascus. According to opposition sources, at least 300 
people were slaughtered in the town of Daraya late last week. 
Videos posted on the Internet showed rows of bodies of young 
men and some children who had been shot in the head, 
execution-style. 

The newest war crime, like those before it, reflects a 
deliberate strategy. As the Post’s Liz Sly has reported, the 
Assad regime is seeking to regain control over opposition-held 
areas by teaching their residents that harboring the rebels will 
be punished with mass murder. In Daraya, opposition accounts 
said, government soldiers first drove the forces of the Free 
Syrian Army from the town with artillery and air attacks, then 
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went house-to-house, rounding up people and shooting them 
in groups. 

It’s no wonder that civilians are fleeing Syria at a greater 
rate than ever. More than 200,000 have now arrived in 
neighboring countries, and some 10,000 were reported to be 
waiting Monday on the border of Turkey, which is already 
harboring 80,000 refugees. Turkish authorities are scrambling 
to prepare new refugee camps but say they cannot 
accommodate more than 100,000 — a number that could be 
reached within days. 

The mounting massacres and refugee flows are rendering 
the Obama administration’s stubborn stance of passivity on 
Syria unsustainable. As soon as Thursday, the Turkish 
government of Recep Tayyip Erdogan, a member of NATO, 
may ask the U.N. Security Council to authorize a safe zone for 
refugees inside Syria. While that is likely to be resisted by 
Russia, the United States would be foolish to continue 
standing by while allies such as Turkey and Jordan are 
swamped, and possibly destabilized, by Syrian refugees. Even 
more reprehensible is refusing to intervene while a state 
systematically murders its own citizens. 

Mr. Obama has said that that “preventing mass atrocities 
and genocide is a core national security interest and a core 

moral responsibility of the United States of America.” In a 
speech at the Holocaust Museum in April, he said that “we 
need to be doing everything we can to prevent and respond to 
these kinds of atrocities — because national sovereignty is 
never a license to slaughter your people.” Yet now, as atrocity 
after atrocity is recorded in Syria, he rejects proposals by aides 
and allies for even limited and humanitarian intervention. 
Administration officials reportedly have discussed options for 
a safe zone, but the president has repeatedly sided with those 
favoring inaction. 

Last week President Obama did say that his “calculus” 
about “military engagement” would change if the regime 
began using or deploying its stocks of chemical weapons. But 
as the Syrian blogger Ammar Abdulhamid has written, the 
drawing of that red line may have emboldened the regime to 
conclude that anything short of using weapons of mass 
destruction will be tolerated by Washington. 

Mr. Abdulhamid wonders “why slaughter would be 
deemed tolerable if it happened one way and not another.” It’s 
a good question — and one for which the administration’s 
morally bankrupt policy has no answer. 
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29. Why Are We Fostering Ties With Despots? 
(WASHINGTON POST 28 AUG 12) ... Walter Pincus 

The United States has been quietly deepening 
relationships in Central Asia, but in the process is embracing 
two authoritarian, lifetime presidents who don’t have great 
records on human rights. The State Department has repeatedly 
criticized both for those records and for their generally harsh 
treatment of domestic opponents. 

In carrying out a policy that began during the George W. 
Bush administration, President Obama appears to be 
rewarding the dictatorial leaders of Kazakhstan and 
Turkmenistan for their short-term assistance in Afghanistan 
and the fight against terrorism. At the same time, Washington 
seems to be seeking potential long-term footholds in these two 
countries, which are adjacent to Russia, China and Iran. 

While there clearly are realpolitik reasons for the United 
States to temporarily ally itself with regimes that are so anti-
democratic in nature, similar past relationships since the Cold 
War have led to sticky situations. Our nation has been dragged 
into protecting similar leaders against their domestic 
opposition groups, some of which where seeking more 
freedom and honest government. 

The State Department’s latest Country Reports on Human 
Rights Practices for 2011 described Kazakhstan as restricting 
“freedom of speech, press, assembly, and association; and lack 
of an independent judiciary and due process, especially in 
dealing with pervasive corruption and law enforcement and 
judicial abuse.” It also referred to “arbitrary or unlawful 
deprivation of life; military hazing that led to deaths; detainee 
and prisoner torture” and a long list of other abuses. 

The Turkmenistan record in the State Department report 
was similar. 

“The three most important human rights problems were 
arbitrary arrest, torture, and disregard for civil liberties 
including restrictions on freedoms of speech, press, assembly, 
religion, and movement,” the report said of Turkmenistan. It 

added that other problems included “citizens’ inability to 
change their government; denial of due process and fair trial; 
arbitrary interference with privacy, home, and 
correspondence; discrimination and violence against women; 
and restrictions on the free association of workers,” plus, 
“officials in the security services and elsewhere in the 
government acted with impunity.” 

Back in the Cold War days such leaders labeled their 
opposition groups communists. These days they call them 
terrorists or al Qaeda-linked jihadists. 

As with other countries facing such threats, the United 
States is providing both countries with military and other 
assistance. 

For fiscal 2013, the Obama administration is seeking for 
Kazakhstan some $1.5 million for anti-terrorism and 
nonproliferation programs, $1.8 million to finance military 
purchases and $707,000 worth of training for its military in the 
United States. 

For Turkmenistan in the same fiscal period, the White 
House is seeking $685,000 for military purchases and 
$350,000 for that country’s military to be trained in the United 
States. In 2011 it received $1.7 million for anti-terrorism 
programs. 

The sums do not appear significant compared with other 
countries, but even their token size allows the two dictators, 
Kazakhstan President Nursultan Nazarbayev, and 
Turkmenistan President Gurbanguly Berdimuhammedow, to 
claim to their people that they have the Obama 
administration’s endorsement. 

Two reports released this month on Kazakhstan and 
Turkmenistan by the Congressional Research Service 
described in detail how both manipulated elections to remain 
in power. 
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If nothing else, Washington’s apparent support clouds the 
democratic values message that the United States is trying to 
send around the world. In addition, as if to show their 
independence, both countries carry on trade with Iran despite 
the Washington-led economic sanctions meant to pressure 
Tehran to halt its nuclear program. 

In June, Kazakhstan’s Nazarbayev talked of stepping up 
the $1 billion in trade and economic cooperation with Tehran 
after he met with Iran’s Foreign Minister Ali Akbar Salehi. He 
said, “We are ready to expand trade ties with the Islamic 
republic of Iran and regarding the two countries’ capacities, it 
is necessary to increase the value of trade.” 

After a two-day, July meeting in Tehran that included a 
session with Iranian President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad, Iran’s 
Fars News Agency reported Turkmenistan Foreign Minister 
Rasit Meredow described Iran as the “closest and best 
neighbor” of his country. He added that relations would never 
be influenced by “marginal issues” such as sanctions. 
According to the same report, Iran’s Salehi said his country 
was ready to increase trade with Turkmenistan from $5 billion 
in 2011 to $10 billion, with much of it coming from natural 
gas sales. 

The United States has pressured India, China and other 
countries to reduce trade with Iran, particularly in oil and gas. 
What about Kazakhstan and Turkmenistan? 

I have watched the U.S. presence in the region grow since 
March 2007, when I first read and wrote about Adm. William 
Fallon, then head of U.S. Central Command (CENTCOM), 
describing Bagram Air Field in Afghanistan as the future 
American forward military base in Central Asia. He was 
justifying funds to construct new, semi-permanent facilities 
there and described Bagram as “the centerpiece for the 
CENTCOM Master Plan for future access to and operations in 
Central Asia.” 

The next month Fallon told a House Appropriations 
subcommittee, “We would envision, and this is already with 
the agreement of the Afghan government, that this place 
would be the enduring facility ... within that country by which 
we would provide continuing support to that nation, and 
hopefully be able to use that facility for other things in the 
region.” 

The new agreement with Afghanistan, which allows a 
continuing U.S. military presence in Afghanistan after 2014, 
has made certain that the extensive facilities for U.S. aircraft 
and personnel will continue to be at Bagram and available, 
using Adm. Fallon’s words, “for other things in the region.” 

Let’s hope those “other things” don’t include military 
operations to keep in power Washington’s current “allies,” 
such as the current rulers in Kazakhstan and Turkmenistan. 

Return to Index 
 

30. Iran's Nuclear Quest 
(NEW YORK TIMES 28 AUG 12) ... Editorial 

Iran appears to have installed a few hundred more 
centrifuges at its deep underground site known as Fordow, 
thus enhancing its ability to produce uranium enriched to 20 
percent, a purity that can be converted relatively quickly to 
bomb-grade fuel. 

This is unsettling news. But the Obama administration 
sensibly says “there is time and space” to keep working 
toward a diplomatic solution, despite growing pressure for 
military action from Israel and its supporters. 

Iran’s continuing activity violates United Nations Security 
Council demands to halt enrichment, but as one official said, it 
is “not a game-changer.” The disclosure about the centrifuges 
is in a report expected soon from the International Atomic 
Energy Agency. Tehran’s nuclear ambitions are clearly 
dangerous to Israel and the region. But the administration 
argues that Iran is not on the verge of producing a weapon and 
that the United Nations inspectors will provide warning before 
it gets to that point. 

Washington’s caution is well-placed, especially when set 
against the overheated statements of Benjamin Netanyahu, the 
Israeli prime minister, that time is running out. He has never 
warmed to the idea of negotiations between Iran and the 
United States and other major powers. The speculation now is 
that he is escalating his warnings before the United States 

election in a cynical gambit to get President Obama’s 
agreement to act against Iran soon. 

An attack in this case might well make things worse. A 
sustained air campaign would most likely set Iran’s nuclear 
program back by only a few years. Moreover, the talk about 
using force has become a distraction, shifting attention to the 
Israeli-United States dispute rather than keeping it squarely on 
Iran. 

It is disappointing that recently toughened sanctions and 
several rounds of negotiations have not produced positive 
results. If there is to be any chance of that, the world is going 
to have to stay united in enforcing sanctions and isolating Iran. 
That is why this week’s meeting in Tehran of the Nonaligned 
Movement was a major blow. Nations truly interested in peace 
should have boycotted the meeting. Instead, 120 of them sent 
senior representatives, including heads of state. 

Some of them, like the Persian Gulf states, no doubt 
hedging their bets, are buying billions of dollars in new 
American weapons because they fear a nuclear-armed Iran. 
Worst of all, Ban Ki-moon, the United Nations secretary 
general, chose to participate even though Iran has been 
thumbing its nose at Security Council resolutions for nearly 
six years. The meeting gave Tehran the perfect propaganda 
opportunity to play the victim and defend a nuclear program 
that is indefensible. 
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31. Military Contacts Can Ease Tension 
(SOUTH CHINA MORNING POST (HONG KONG) 28 AUG 12) ... Editorial 

The waters of the East and South China seas, turbulent 
amid territorial disputes, have been made even frothier by 
renewed U.S. interest in the Asia-Pacific. 

Tensions are being stoked by Washington's strengthened 
military ties with countries contesting Beijing's territorial 
claims. As a crisis loomed over the Diaoyu Islands, joint 
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month-long naval exercises between Japan and the U.S. 
seemed less about drills and simulations, as the nations said, 
than provocations. It is, therefore, comforting that relations 
between the Chinese and American militaries do not appear 
affected, as evidenced by a visit by a top-level People's 
Liberation Army delegation. 

The tour of military facilities led by deputy chief of 
general staff Lieutenant General Cai Yingting was the second 
recent high-ranking visit to the U.S. by PLA top brass. 
Defence Minister General Liang Guanglie visited in May and 
his U.S. counterpart, Leon Panetta, will go to Beijing next 
month. Such trips echo the sentiments of mutual respect and 
co-operation expressed by leader-in-waiting Xi Jinping when 
he met U.S. president Barack Obama at the start of the year. 
Only by getting to better know and understand one another 
can the nations avoid conflict. 

With Asia the world's most economically dynamic region 
and the U.S. having made plain its intentions, Beijing and 
Washington have to make every effort to improve ties at all 
levels. National and global growth and prosperity depend on 
the region being peaceful. Territorial disputes, contested 
fishing grounds and a desire to tap undersea oil and gas 
reserves threaten stability. That challenge can be better met if 
the Chinese and American militaries have a sturdy and durable 
relationship. Both are beefing up their naval presence, 
increasing competition and the risk of conflict. Sustained and 
reliable military-to-military contacts like those forged by Cai's 
delegation will lessen misunderstanding, miscommunication 
and the possibility of miscalculation. Without that foundation, 
economic and political ties will be vulnerable. 
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32. America Needs A Strong Navy 
(CANTON (OH) REPOSITORY 27 AUG 12) ... Vice Adm. Charles W. Martoglio 

America’s Navy is our nation’s front line in war and in 
peace, operating on, above and below the sea. 

Think of your Navy as America’s “away team,” deployed 
around the world, defending our nation’s interests every day, 
working to deter conflict from starting and being in place if 
that deterrence doesn’t work. 

This year marks the bicentennial of the War of 1812. Two 
centuries ago, America called on the Navy and its warfighting 
Sailors to preserve our country’s security and prosperity. The 
Navy’s victory along the shores of Lake Erie was enabled by 
the fighting spirit and boldness of our Sailors, our innovation 
and technological supremacy and the unflinching support of 
the American people. Two centuries later, that tradition 
continues. 

Today, Navy ships fight on the sea; Navy submarines 
fight under the sea; and Navy aircraft fight over the sea and 
ashore, taking off from and returning to our Navy’s aircraft 
carriers. 

This ability to act from the sea gives us the power to 
protect America’s interests — anywhere, anytime. The United 
States is a maritime nation, bounded by oceans on both sides. 
Consider that water covers about 70 percent of the earth’s 
surface, 80 percent of the world’s population lives near the 
sea, and 90 percent of world trade travels on the sea. 

In other words, what happens at sea matters. Security and 
stability in the maritime domain are cornerstones that enable a 
prosperous global economy. As such, a strong Navy is 
necessary to preserve the American way of life, a life 
improved by prosperity. 

Protecting Our Security 
In today’s complex world, the Navy’s job continues to 

expand. The President’s national security strategy emphasizes 
our commitment to vast maritime regions in the Asia-Pacific 
and Middle East, in which the Navy already maintains a robust 
presence. 

Unstable regimes are developing nuclear weapons. Rising 
powers have begun maritime buildups to match their 
economic growth. Failing states create havens for groups that 
seek to do us harm, such as al-Qaida in Afghanistan and 
pirates in Somalia. Climate change potentially creates new 

friction points as Arctic melting opens shipping lanes and oil 
supplies previously locked in ice. 

Our Navy is ideally suited for this kind of world because 
the Navy is fast, flexible, and by its very nature, ready and 
operating forward. We protect America’s interests from 
international waters — and we don’t need any other nation’s 
permission to do so. 

From the sea, missiles from Navy ships and submarines 
can destroy targets located far inland. From the sea, strike 
aircraft take off from aircraft carriers; they don’t need airstrips 
on someone else’s territory. From the sea, Navy SEALs carry 
out covert special operations worldwide with precision effects 
when required … and the Navy can rapidly deliver relief 
supplies and provide medical care in a humanitarian crisis 
such as the devastating earthquake and tsunami that struck 
northern Japan last year, or the earthquake that ravaged Haiti 
in 2010. 

Unlimited Abilities 
On any given day, the Navy has the ability to attack a 

terrorist camp, capture a pirate vessel, assure our friends and 
allies that we are in the neighborhood, deter those who would 
cause us harm and deliver emergency relief, all in different 
parts of the world, simultaneously. 

Our ready force also requires us to be smart about how we 
power our ships, aircraft and submarines. That’s why the Navy 
is a leader in pursuing innovations in energy. By 2016, the 
Navy will sail the Great Green Fleet, a carrier strike group 
comprising nuclear-powered ships, hybrid electric ships 
running on biofuel and aircraft powered by biofuel. We have 
tripled our solar energy use and are exploring wind, 
geothermal and hydrothermal power. 

In today’s world, seapower must be ready, fast, flexible 
and operating forward. This requires Sailors who are highly 
trained, enthusiastic and courageous. Our Sailors — your sons 
and daughters — comprise the best, most capable naval force 
in the world, bar none. While we never forget that mission 
accomplishment is job one, we know that bright, dedicated 
Sailors are the prerequisite for all we do. 

Your Navy is at sea today, flying the flag of our great 
nation — around the globe and around the clock. 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Navy Chief: Iranian Navy In Gulf Quiet Lately 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 27 JUN 12) ... Robert Burns 

WASHINGTON — Iran's naval forces, periodically accused by the U.S. of provocative moves in the Persian Gulf, have shown 
restraint in recent months, the U.S. Navy's top admiral said Wednesday. 

 
2. LCSs Will Ease Burden On Surface Combatants In Middle East, CNO Says 
(DEFENSE DAILY 28 JUN 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

The eventual deployment of Littoral Combat Ships (LCS) and other platforms to the Middle East will allow the Navy to shift 
larger surface combatants to the Asia-Pacific region without diminishing the capabilities of the fleet in the Persian Gulf, Chief of 
Naval Operations Adm. Jonathan Greenert said yesterday. 

 
3. U.S. Doubles Counter-Mine Ships In Gulf, 5th Fleet Says 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 27 JUN 12) ... Tony Capaccio 

The U.S. Navy has doubled to eight the number of counter-mine ships in the Persian Gulf region, according to the service. 
 

4. Situation Calm In Strait Of Hormuz: U.S. Navy Chief 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESS 27 JUN 12) 

The Strait of Hormuz has been relatively "quiet" in the past two months without major confrontations between American and 
Iranian warships, the U.S. Navy's chief said Wednesday. 

 
5. RIMPAC 2012 To Feature More Participants, Biofuel Use 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 27 JUN 12) ... Army Sgt. 1st Class Tyrone C. Marshall Jr. 

WASHINGTON – This year’s Rim of the Pacific naval exercise will feature a larger group of participating countries seeking to 
develop better maritime cooperation, Navy Adm. Jonathan W. Greenert, chief of naval operations, told Pentagon reporters today. 

 
6. Fleet Forces Chief Named Next MCPON 
(NAVY TIMES 27 JUN 12) ... Mark D. Faram 

Fleet Master Chief (AW/NAC) Mike Stevens, currently the top sailor at Fleet Forces Command, will be the next Master Chief 
Petty Officer of the Navy. 

 
7. USS Constitution To Kick Off Participation In Boston Navy Week 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 27 JUN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Kathryn E. Macdonald, USS Constitution Public 
Affairs 

CHARLESTOWN, Mass. -- Sailors assigned to USS Constitution will participate in Boston Navy Week throughout the Boston 
area as part of the bicentennial of the War of 1812 commemoration taking place June 28-July 5. 

 
8. USS Constitution Wins 2012 President's Volunteer Service Award 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 27 JUN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Kathryn E. Macdonald, USS Constitution Public 
Affairs 

CHARLESTOWN, Mass. -- USS Constitution won the gold level 2012 President's Volunteer Service Award (PVSA) for 
community service at the ship's berth in Charlestown, Mass., June 26. 
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CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
9. USS Elrod Rescues Four People At Sea 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 27 JUN 12) ... Ensign Willie Jeter, USS Elrod Public Affairs 

USS ELROD, At Sea -- Norfolk, Va.-based frigate USS Elrod (FFG 55) rescued four people from a sinking small boat June 26 
while on patrol in the Caribbean Sea in support of Operation Martillo. 

 
10. USS Nitze Arrives In Seychelles 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 27 JUN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Jeff Atherton, Enterprise Carrier Strike Group 
Public Affairs 

VICTORIA, Seychelles -- Guided-missile destroyer USS Nitze (DDG 94) arrived in Victoria, Seychelles, for a port visit, June 24. 
 

11. Swift Leaders Discuss Maritime Security With Tanzanian Navy During APS Visit 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 27 JUN 12) ... Ensign Joe Keiley, HSV 2 Swift Public Affairs 

DAR ES SALAAM, Tanzania -- High Speed Vessel Swift's (HSV 2) civilian master and military detachment officer in charge 
discussed combating piracy and continued cooperation efforts during an office call with Tanzanian naval leadership June 26. 

 
12. Africa Partnership Station Promotes Security Cooperation 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 27 JUN 12) ... Donna Miles 

STUTTGART, Germany – An ongoing international effort to help African nations improve maritime safety and security in the 
Gulf of Guinea represents one of U.S. Africa Command’s most successful programs while embodying the command’s core principles, 
AFRICOM’s director of strategy, plans and programs reported. 

 
13. Filipino Organizations Receive PP12 Donations 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 27 JUN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Michael Feddersen, Navy Public Affairs Support 
Element West 

SAMAR, Philippines -- Local Filipino schools and medical clinics received deeply appreciated donations from Pacific 
Partnership 2012 (PP12) participants at the Samar Capital Building June 26. 

 
14. USS Annapolis Returns From Six-Month Deployment 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 27 JUN 12) ... Lt. Cmdr. Jennifer Cragg, Commander, Submarine Group 2 Public Affairs 

GROTON, Conn. -- The families of Sailors assigned to Los Angeles-class attack submarine USS Annapolis (SSN 760) welcomed 
their loved ones as they returned to Naval Submarine Base New London, June 27, following a regularly scheduled six-month 
deployment. 

 

GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
15. Clinton Agrees To Attend Emergency Meeting On Syria 
Russia drops insistence that gathering called by Annan include Iran 
(WASHINGTON POST 28 JUN 12) ... Karen DeYoung 

Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton and her Russian counterpart agreed Wednesday to attend an emergency meeting on 
Syria this weekend following personal appeals by U.N. envoy Kofi Annan to consider new proposals for a Syrian political transition. 

 
16. West Is About To Increase Pressure On Iran 
Tougher sanctions on its oil industry will begin, in a bid to win nuclear compliance. 
(LOS ANGELES TIMES 28 JUN 12) ... Ramin Mostaghim and Paul Richter 

TEHRAN -- As the West has tightened its economic chokehold in an effort to force Iran's government to scale back its growing 
nuclear program, Iranians have coped by cutting back. 

 
17. Obama Backs UAE On Islands 
(KHALEEJ TIMES (UAE) 28 JUN 12) 

The U.S. on Wednesday backed the UAE over the three UAE islands occupied by Iran, as President Barack Obama met General 
Shaikh Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and Deputy Supreme Commander of the UAE Armed Forces. 

 
18. U.S. Sees Momentum On South China Sea Code 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESS 27 JUN 12) ... Shaun Tandon 

WASHINGTON — The United States said on June 27 it saw momentum in talks between China and Southeast Asia on agreeing 
to a code of conduct to ease deep friction over competing claims in the South China Sea. 
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19. Palace Gags Navy Over Ship Deployment To Shoal 
(PHILIPPINE STAR 28 JUN 12) ... Evelyn Macairan 

MANILA, Philippines - Malacañang practically gagged the Philippine Navy yesterday concerning the redeployment of vessels to 
Panatag (Scarborough) Shoal, saying it is leaving it up to the Department of Foreign Affairs (DFA) to issue statements. 

 
20. Dutch Order Navy Radar Improvement 
(UNITED PRESS INTERNATIONAL 27 JUN 12) 

HENGELO, Netherlands -- Radars on four Dutch navy air defense and command frigates are to be modified for enhanced early 
detection of ballistic missiles. 

 

PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
21. U.S. Navy Honors Bangor Native With Its Highest Civilian Award 
(BANGOR (ME) DAILY NEWS 27 JUN 12) ... Nok-Noi Ricker 

He was born in Bangor, was valedictorian of the Bangor High School Class of 1967, served this country in the U.S. Navy and 
spent 25 years at the Pentagon looking for ways to save the Navy money while maintaining the country’s security. 

 
22. 2012 Armed Forces Operational Medicine Symposium 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 27 JUN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Gary Granger Jr., Navy Public Affairs Support 
Element East, Detachment Southeast 

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. -- Hundreds of independent duty corpsmen (IDC) and Air Force independent duty medical technicians 
(IDMT) from around the globe attended the 2012 Armed Forces Operational Medicine Symposium in Jacksonville, Fla., June 25. 

 
23. Fort McHenry Culinary Specialist To Be On NBC Sunday 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 27 JUN 12) ... Mike Connors 

A Navy culinary specialist with a ship based in Norfolk will appear Sunday on NBC's Today Show. 
 

24. Best Of The Best Military Triathletes Compete In 2012 Armed Forces Triathlon 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 26 JUN 12) ... Kimberly Gearhart, Naval Base Ventura County Public Affairs 

NAVAL BASE VENTURA COUNTY, Calif. -- Service members from the U.S. Air Force, Army, Marines and Navy competed 
in the Armed Forces Triathlon Championships June 23 at Naval Base Ventura County (NBVC), Point Mugu, Calif. for a spot in the 
World Military Triathlon Championships in Switzerland in August. 

 

FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
25. U.S. Zaps Target In High-Stakes Missile Shield Test 
(REUTERS 27 JUN 12) ... Jim Wolf 

WASHINGTON - U.S. forces using a new Raytheon Co interceptor missile downed another missile in space in a high-stakes test 
of a shield built to thwart advancing capabilities of countries like North Korea and Iran. 

 
26. Sea-Based Missile Defense Test Successful, Pentagon Says 
(DEFENSE DAILY 28 JUN 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

The Pentagon's Missile Defense Agency has conducted a successful test of the sea-based missile defense system, scoring the 
second intercept in the last two months with an upgraded Aegis Ballistic Missile Defense system and the latest interceptor. 

 
27. Panetta, Kendall Request MEADS Support From Key Senators 
(DEFENSE DAILY 28 JUN 12) ... Ann Roosevelt 

Secretary of Defense Leon Panetta and Under Secretary of Defense for Acquisition Technology and Logistics Frank Kendall have 
written key senators asking for their support for Fiscal Year 2013 funding to complete U.S. obligations in the Medium Extended Air 
Defense System (MEADS) program. 

 
28. Hill Ramps Up Pressure For Admin To Explain Pending DoD Cuts 
(DEFENSE DAILY 28 JUN 12) ... Emelie Rutherford 

Lawmakers increased pressure yesterday on the White House to spell out how automatic budget cuts would impact the Pentagon 
next year, by advancing new legislation and calling the president's budget chief to testify before Congress. 
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29. U.S. Defense Cut Could Cost Billions To Implement 
(REUTERS 27 JUN 12) ... Andrea Shalal-Esa 

WASHINGTON -- The Pentagon may have to pay billions of dollars in termination fees and other contract penalties if Congress 
does not stop $500 billion in automatic defense spending cuts due to take effect on January 2, a top weapons industry executive said 
on Wednesday. 

 
30. Pentagon’s Bloated Supply Chain Targeted for Savings 
(NATIONAL DEFENSE 27 JUN 12) ... Sandra Erwin 

The U.S. military buys, stores and maintains supply stocks that it does not need. It operates too many warehouses that have 
questionable utility. And it often overpays for goods that can be purchased for less at regular stores. 

 

BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
31. War Of 1812 Battles To Be Reenacted On Boston Harbor Next Week 
(BOSTON GLOBE 28 JUN 12) ... Alli Knothe 

You may have missed the War of 1812, but spectators will have the chance to watch mock naval battles between two replica tall 
ships from that era in Boston Harbor next week. 

 
32. First Of The Blue Angels Arrives For Show 
(PORTSMOUTH (NH) HERALD 27 JUN 12) ... Joey Cresta 

PORTSMOUTH — The U.S. Navy's Blue Angels are back to soaring in Seacoast skies. 
 

33. Sailors Send Repaired Bikes To Africa 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 27 JUN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Caitlin Conroy, Navy Public Affairs Support 
Element-East Detachment Europe 

NAPLES, Italy -- Sailors at Naval Support Activity (NSA) Naples participated in a two-day community engagement project 
repairing bicycles to donate to the Ivory Coast in Africa. 

 
34. Navy To Reveal Findings On Virginia Beach Jet Crash 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 28 JUN 12) ... Kate Wiltrout 

The Navy will reveal the results of its investigation into the April 6 jet crash in Virginia Beach, the service said in a news release. 
 

NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
35. In Grapevine, Panetta Calls Education Of Military Children A Matter Of National Security 
(FORT WORTH STAR-TELEGRAM 27 JUN 12) ... Chris Vaughn 

GRAPEVINE -- Forty-four percent of the men and women in the armed forces are moms or dads. 
 

36. Dempseys Discuss Challenges, Benefits Of Military Moves 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 27 JUN 12) ... Lisa Daniel 

GRAPEVINE, Texas – The frequent relocations common to military life may be challenging to families, but they also are one 
way children become resilient and adaptable -- attributes critical to the military of the future, the chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff 
said here today. 

 
37. Congress Honors First Black Marines 
The Congressional Gold Medal was awarded to hundreds of black Marines who trained at Montford Point, 
N.C., in the 1940s. 
(MCCLATCHY NEWS SERVICE 28 JUN 12) ... Alex Kane Rudansky, 

WASHINGTON — When James Wilson enlisted in the U.S. Marine Corps 65 years ago, he didn’t know he was making history 
by becoming one of the first black Americans to join. 

 
38. U.S. Pays High Price For Pakistan Route Cut-Off: Admiral 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESS 27JUN 12) 

WASHINGTON — Moving supplies to NATO troops in Afghanistan via Central Asia costs three times as much as routes 
through Pakistan, which Islamabad shut seven months ago in anger, a senior U.S. officer said Wednesday. 
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39. Research Vessel Winds Down Visit To Vietnam As Part Of Joint Oceanographic Research Program 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 27 JUN 12) ... Office of Naval Research 

DA NANG, Vietnam -- U.S. scientists and Vietnamese researchers will discuss coastal ocean circulation and land-ocean 
environmental trends this week as the R/V Roger Revelle, an auxiliary general purpose oceanographic research vessel (AGOR 28), 
continues its nine-day port call in the city of Da Nang. 

 
40. Device That Detects Brain Injuries Tested On Troops 
Infrascanner Used To Detect Brain Bleeds Tested In Afghanistan From September To April 
(KGTV ABC SAN DIEGO 27 JUN 12) 

SAN DIEGO -- A risky battlefield injury could soon be easier to detect thanks to a new device tested on local troops. 
 

41. National Park Service Offers Military, Families Free Annual Pass 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 27 JUN 12) ... Amaani Lyle 

WASHINGTON – The National Park Service extends free annual park passes far beyond the droves of Pentagon employees who 
lined up to take advantage of the offer today. 

 

OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
42. South China Sea Tensions Continue To Split Region 
(TAIPEI TIMES 28 JUN 12) ... Wang Jyh-Perng 

In April, China and the Philippines had a standoff over the Scarborough Shoal (Huangyan Island, ), which is located 124 nautical 
miles (229.6km) from the Philippine island of Luzon. Tensions escalated until China announced an official fishing moratorium in the 
middle of last month, temporarily averting a crisis. 

 
43. There Is Little To Lose In Tightening The Noose On Iran 
(FINANICAL TIMES (UK) 28 JUN 12) ... Robert McNally 

Iran’s stance at the recent Moscow talks shows that the current sanctions are too weak to avoid a drift towards a pre-emptive 
Israeli attack on Iran’s nuclear programme or a nuclear weapons-capable Iran; both scenarios could catastrophically upset oil prices 
and economic growth. As Iran’s defiance continues and Israel’s patience drains away, the time has come to increase pressure on 
Tehran. The US and allies should implement a quarantine-and-release strategy that severs Iran’s oil exports and offsets the loss of 
supply with higher Saudi production and strategic stock draws. 

 

BBLLOOGGSS::  
44. EXCERPTS FROM BLOGS AROUND THE WORLD 
(PUBLISHED 25 – 28 JUN 12) 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Navy Chief: Iranian Navy In Gulf Quiet Lately 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 27 JUN 12) ... Robert Burns 

WASHINGTON — Iran's naval forces, periodically 
accused by the U.S. of provocative moves in the Persian Gulf, 
have shown restraint in recent months, the U.S. Navy's top 
admiral said Wednesday. 

"Things have been, relatively speaking, quiet," Adm. 
Jonathan W. Greenert, the chief of naval operations, told a 
Pentagon news conference. 

The Gulf is a potential flashpoint for the tensions between 
Washington and Tehran over Iran's nuclear program; Iran 
earlier this year warned the U.S. to keep its aircraft carriers out 
of the Gulf, although carriers have moved through the narrow 
Strait of Hormuz at the mouth of the Gulf frequently since 
then without incident. 

Greenert said the Iranian navy has been "professional and 
courteous" in its dealings with U.S. naval vessels in the Gulf 

and has abided by the international norms that govern naval 
activity in international waters. 

Previous provocations generally came from the naval arm 
of the Iranian Revolutionary Guard Corps, which is separate 
from the regular Iranian navy. Greenert said the Revolutionary 
Guard's navy in the past has tended to operate too close to 
U.S. ships, sometimes with armed speedboats. 

"Frankly, that hasn't happened recently," he said. 
The U.S. Navy 5th Fleet, with its headquarters on the 

Gulf island of Bahrain, has a constant presence in the region. 
The U.S. currently has two aircraft carriers in the area -- the 
USS Abraham Lincoln, which sailed out of the Gulf through 
the Strait of Hormuz this week, and the USS Enterprise. 

Return to Index 
 

2. LCSs Will Ease Burden On Surface Combatants In Middle East, CNO Says 
(DEFENSE DAILY 28 JUN 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

The eventual deployment of Littoral Combat Ships (LCS) 
and other platforms to the Middle East will allow the Navy to 
shift larger surface combatants to the Asia-Pacific region 
without diminishing the capabilities of the fleet in the Persian 
Gulf, Chief of Naval Operations Adm. Jonathan Greenert said 
yesterday. 

The Navy is shifting its main focus to the Asia-Pacific as 
part of the Obama administration's revised global posture 
strategy unveiled in January. Greenert said the LCSs, mobile 
landing platform vessels as well as afloat forward staging base 
ships would ease the burden on the "high end" surface 
combatants in the Middle East and free them up for other 
missions, possibly in the Asia Pacific. 

As the new ships come on line, they will add to the 
inventory of options for Central Command, Greenert said. 

"What they will enable us to do is to put more of our 
higher end ships such as our large surface combatants--to 
deploy to the Asia-Pacific," he told reporters during a press 
conference at the Pentagon. He added that fewer large surface 
combatants in the Middle East would not reduce capabilities in 
the region, noting that one of the missions for the LCS is 
countering mines. 

"The capability that we are delivering to the Arabian Gulf 
today, we will sustain that," Greenert said. Greenert also said 
that counter piracy missions in the Gulf of Aden and other 
areas near Somalia conducted by Arleigh Burke -class (DDG-
51) destroyers and Ticonderoga class (CG-47) cruisers can be 
carried out with less capable ships likethe LCS, or with 
aircraft launched from the mobile landing platforms or staging 
base ships. 

"I can supplant that mission and then I can now deploy 
the Arleigh Burke destroyers elsewhere, and the Asia-Pacific 
would be an option," the CNO said. 

The Navy plans to deploy eight LCS, which are still in the 
early stages of procurement, to Bahrain in the next decade to 
replace Cyclone -class patrol coastal ships and Avenger- class 
mine countermeasures ships operating with the U.S. Fifth 
Fleet, Navy Undersecretary Robert Work said last month 
(Defense Daily, May 24, 2012). 

General Dynamics NASSCO shipyard in San Diego 
began construction earlier this year on the future USNS John 
Glenn, the second ship of the Navy's Mobile Landing Platform 
(MLP) program. NASSCO is under contract for three of the 
MLPs. Meanwhile, Navy budget documents released earlier 
this year called for funding the development of "a new afloat 
forward staging base that can be dedicated to support missions 
in areas where ground-based access is not available." 

The afloat forward staging base (AFSB) will be needed 
because of greater focus in the Asia Pacific, and with the 
looming withdrawal of U.S. forces from Afghanistan, the 
Middle East will "become increasingly maritime," the 
document said. 

The Navy has not said how many AFSBs it envisions 
buying under a need identified by Central Command, which 
overseas military operations in the Middle East and South 
Central Asia. 

The Navy in February will began work to convert an 
amphibious transport dock ship to the role of an AFSB. The 
USS Ponce (LPD-15), which had been scheduled for 
decommissioning at the end of March, will instead undergo 
minor modifications to carry out the mission on an interim 
basis, Fleet Forces Command has said. 

Return to Index 
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3. U.S. Doubles Counter-Mine Ships In Gulf, 5th Fleet Says 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 27 JUN 12) ... Tony Capaccio 

The U.S. Navy has doubled to eight the number of 
counter-mine ships in the Persian Gulf region, according to the 
service. 

The ships arrived in the region on June 23 for a seven- 
month deployment, according to a statement from the U.S. 5th 
Fleet headquarters in Bahrain. 

Chief of Naval Operations Admiral Jonathan Greenert 
disclosed the plan in March at a congressional hearing. The 
added vessels are the USS Sentry, Devastator, Pioneer and 
Warrior. 

Some Iranian officials had threatened earlier this year to 
close the Strait of Hormuz, transit point for one-fifth of the oil 
traded worldwide, in response to international sanctions over 
its nuclear program. The threats have subsided since then. 

Greenert said today that encounters with units of the 
regular Iranian Navy and with the Iranian Revolutionary 
Guard Corps in charge of Strait of Hormuz security have been 
calm “in the last couple of months.” 

“Things have been, relatively speaking, quiet,” Greenert 
told reporters in a briefing at the Pentagon. Iranian naval 
conduct has been “professional and courteous, committing to 
the rules of the road,” he said. 

Mines in the Strait could prompt insurance companies to 
raise rates on tankers utilizing the waterway, which in turn 
could lead at least temporarily to higher oil prices. 

U.S. officials who follow Iran for the U.S. Central 
Command estimated in 2008 that Iran possessed as many as 
5,000 mines. That compares with 1,000 mines in the 1980s 
during its conflict with Iraq and the “tanker war” with the 
West, when it attempted to block vessels. 

Greenert also outlined today Navy plans for a gradual 
increase in forces to the Pacific as part of the “re-balance” 
toward Asia and also for the Gulf region. 

The U.S. has 25 vessels in the Gulf today. That number 
will grow to 34 by 2017 and stay at that level through 2020, 
according to the Navy. 

Return to Index 
 

4. Situation Calm In Strait Of Hormuz: U.S. Navy Chief 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESS 27 JUN 12) 

The Strait of Hormuz has been relatively "quiet" in the 
past two months without major confrontations between 
American and Iranian warships, the U.S. Navy's chief said 
Wednesday. 

The USS Abraham Lincoln aircraft carrier passed through 
the Strait on Wednesday without incident, one of two carriers 
deployed to the region, Admiral Jonathan Greenert told a news 
conference. 

"Things have been -- relatively speaking -- quiet in that 
regard," he said, adding that Iranian naval forces "have been 
professional and courteous, committing to the rules of the 
road." 

The Lincoln, and another carrier, the USS Enterprise, will 
remain in the region part of what the Pentagon calls a routine 
naval presence. 

The Iranian Revolutionary Guard previously had operated 
"too close" at times, he said. 

"But frankly, that hasn't happened recently. And when I 
say 'recently,' I'd say in the last couple of months," the admiral 
said. 

Iran's military drills appeared to be "in accordance with 
their routine," he said. 

Tensions spiked in December and January as Iran 
threatened to close the narrow strait -- through which about 
one-fifth of the world's traded oil passes -- if Western 
countries boycotted Iranian oil exports. 

Speed boats from Iran's Revolutionary Guards also 
approached dangerously close to U.S. naval ships. 

Since December, the U.S. Navy has moved to bolster its 
presence in the Gulf. 

Four mine sweeper ships are due to arrive in the area 
Saturday, joining four other mine sweeping vessels already in 
the region, according to the Fifth Fleet. 

The Navy also has MH-53 Sea Stallion helicopters 
stationed in Bahrain, home to the Fifth Fleet headquarters. 

The USS Ponce, an old amphibious warship that has been 
converted into a "floating base," departed Norfolk, Virginia on 
June 1 and is scheduled to arrive in the Gulf at the end of June 
or the beginning of July, the Fifth Fleet said. 

The ship is supposed to support counter-mine operations 
and coastal patrols. 
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5. RIMPAC 2012 To Feature More Participants, Biofuel Use 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 27 JUN 12) ... Army Sgt. 1st Class Tyrone C. Marshall Jr. 

WASHINGTON – This year’s Rim of the Pacific naval 
exercise will feature a larger group of participating countries 
seeking to develop better maritime cooperation, Navy Adm. 
Jonathan W. Greenert, chief of naval operations, told Pentagon 
reporters today. 

“We've been doing RIMPAC for over 40 years now, and 
this year is different because it's bigger,” Greenert said. “We 
have somewhere on the order of 42 ships … from 22 countries 
here this year. Twelve of them will bring units, and that's sort 
of extraordinary.” 

The RIMPAC exercise, hosted by the U.S. Pacific Fleet, 
is the world's largest international maritime exercise, 

according to its website. The exercise, which begins June 29, 
is the 23rd in a series that began in 1971. 

“RIMPAC provides a unique training opportunity that 
helps participants foster and sustain the cooperative 
relationships that are critical to ensuring the safety of sea lanes 
and security on the world's oceans,” its webpage states. 

Greenert noted the 12 countries providing units at 
RIMPAC 2012 will include ships, some aircraft and even 
submarines. 

The United States, Russia, Peru, Canada, Australia, Japan, 
India, France, South Korea, Malaysia, Singapore, Indonesia 
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are among the 20-plus nations taking part in the exercise, 
Greenert said. 

“So we've got really a worldwide exercise here,” Greenert 
said. 

The admiral said this year’s exercise will also feature 
vessels using biofuel. The U.S. Navy has experimented with 
biofuel consisting of a 50/50 mix of regular petroleum fuel 
and algae-derived, hydro-processed oil. 

“What is different about RIMPAC? Well, we will have a 
carrier strike group there with the carrier, the [guided missile 
destroyers], and the supporting ship operating on biofuel,” 
Greenert said. 

Five San Diego Warships Join Big War-Game 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 27 JUN 12) Gary 

Robbins 
Rim of the Pacific (RIMPAC) -- the huge multi-nation 

maritime war-games held every two years -- is getting 
underway off Hawaii with five San Diego-based Navy ships as 

part of the mix. The amphibious assault ship Essex, cruiser 
Princeton, destroyers Stockdale and Higgins and frigate Gary 
are among the 42 ships and six submarines that will carry out 
a variety of exercises over a roughly five-week period. The 
Navy says year's RIMPAC, which begins Friday, also features 
about 25,000 personnel and more than 200 aircraft. 

The Navy says, "RIMPAC 2012 marks the first time non-
U.S. officers will command components of the combined task 
force during the exercise. Commodore Stuart Mayer of the 
Royal Australian Navy will command the Maritime 
Component and Brig. Gen. Michael Hood of the Royal 
Canadian Air Force will command the Air Component. Other 
key leaders of the multinational force include Royal Canadian 
Navy Rear Adm. Ron Lloyd, deputy commander of the 
Combined Task Force (CTF), and Japan Maritime Self 
Defense Force Rear Adm. Fumiyuki Kitagawa, vice 
commander of the CTF." 
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6. Fleet Forces Chief Named Next MCPON 
(NAVY TIMES 27 JUN 12) ... Mark D. Faram 

Fleet Master Chief (AW/NAC) Mike Stevens, currently 
the top sailor at Fleet Forces Command, will be the next 
Master Chief Petty Officer of the Navy. 

Stevens will serve as the 13th MCPON, Chief of Naval 
Operations Adm. Jonathan Greenert announced Wednesday at 
a Pentagon news conference. 

Stevens will replace current MCPON Rick West at the 
end of September, after what’s expected to be a month-long 
turnover. In a statement to Navy Times Steven said he’s 
honored to serve as no. 13. 

“MCPON Rick West has certainly made a lasting and 
positive impact on our Navy,” Stevens said. “I look forward to 
continuing to provide the leadership and commitment that our 
Navy and our sailors both deserve and expect.” 

It’s the end of a nearly three-month search that began 
when West announced his retirement March 22, kicking into 
gear a selection process to find a successor. In the search, 
Greenert interviewed 12 candidates — each for an hour — 
before narrowing his choice to Stevens. 

“I think I cast a fairly wide net,” Greenert told Navy 
Times on Monday, without letting go of the name of his 
choice. 

“I am looking for the best and fully qualified. The 
MCPON is not your grandfather’s MCPON today, as you can 
see. This guy has to get out in front of people, carry our 
message.” 

Greenert said MCPON must be “socially adept,” a 
communicator and has got to understand the needs of the 
Fleet. 

Even the current MCPON didn’t know Greenert’s choice 
until the last moment. While not personally involved in the 
search, West was involved in revamping it for the new 

MCPON, limiting those who can compete for the job to only 
command master chiefs who’ve served for three- and four-star 
flag officers. 

Stevens has spent most of his career in the aviation 
community. A native of Montana, he joined the Navy right 
after high school in May 1983, shipped off to basic training in 
San Diego and then attended Aviation Structural Mechanic 
“A” School in Millington, Tenn. 

His first fleet assignment was with Fleet Air 
Reconnaissance Squadron 2 in Rota, Spain. His aviation 
career touched both fixed-wing and helicopters. He’s also 
served in recruiting and as an instructor. 

His ascension to the CMC ranks was a little out of the 
ordinary. Putting on master chief in October 2002, he was 
assigned to Fleet Composite Squadron 8 in Roosevelt Roads, 
Puerto Rico, as both the maintenance master chief and the 
CMC. 

A year later, he formally became a CMC and was 
assigned to the top enlisted spot at Naval Air Station 
Pensacola, Fla. It wasn’t until the end of that tour that he 
attended the Senior Enlisted Academy in Newport R.I., 
normally a prerequisite for getting a CMC job. 

Since then, he’s been the top enlisted sailor at Helicopter 
Mine Countermeasures Squadron 14 and the Helicopter Sea 
Combat Wing, both in Norfolk, Va. 

His first fleet job came in January 2009, when he became 
the U.S. Second Fleet command master chief. He was named 
as the Fleet Forces Command Fleet Master Chief in August 
2010 and was the 16th sailor to hold the Atlantic Fleet’s top 
enlisted job. 

View Clip (RT: 1:01) 

Return to Index 
 

7. USS Constitution To Kick Off Participation In Boston Navy Week 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 27 JUN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Kathryn E. Macdonald, USS Constitution Public 
Affairs 

CHARLESTOWN, Mass. -- Sailors assigned to USS 
Constitution will participate in Boston Navy Week throughout 

the Boston area as part of the bicentennial of the War of 1812 
commemoration taking place June 28-July 5. 
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Constitution Sailors will kick off their participation by 
serving as the color guard detail for the opening ceremony at 
Faneuil Hall. 

They will also perform War of 1812-era gun drills and 
18th century boarding pike drills daily in the vicinity of 
Constitution at the Charlestown Navy Yard. The drills will 
demonstrate to visitors how Sailors prepared and fought in 
battle at sea during the age of sail. 

"We are excited to be able to commemorate the War of 
1812 as part of Boston Navy Week," said Cmdr. Matthew 
Bonner, Constitution's 72nd commanding officer. "The city 
has been home to Constitution for most of her 214 years, and 
it so supportive of the Navy. It will be great to have other 
Navy ships experience this historic and welcoming city." 

Additionally, Sailors will support community programs 
and organizations, such as Caps for Kids, New England 
Homeless Veterans Center, Boston Rescue Mission, Pine 
Street Inn and the Boys and Girls Club. 

Constitution is also scheduled to get underway for its 
annual July 4th turnaround cruise. The three-hour underway 
will host 300 winners of ship's 2012 lottery drawing, Master 
Chief Petty Officer of the Navy Rick West and three former 
commanding officers of Constitution. Due to the cruise, 
Sailors will not perform boarding pike and gun drills this day. 

Later, Sailors will serve as the color guard detail for the 
July 4th Boston Pops celebration. 

"Our goal is to highlight the ability and agility of military 
branches working together," said Aircrew Survival 
Equipmentman 1st Class (SW/AW) Jason Keith, events 
coordinator. "We will spend this week emphasizing the 
importance of interservice relationships between the U.S. 
Navy, U.S. Marines, U.S. Coast Guard and our allies. We 

cannot be successful as a military without the support of each 
other." 

Other ships that will participate in Boston Navy Week 
are: USS Wasp (LHD 1), USS Gravely (DDG 107), U.S. 
Coast Guard Barque Eagle (WIX 327), German frigate FGS 
Hessen (F 221), Norwegian frigate HNoMS Thor Heyedahl (F 
314), Danish flexible support ship HDMS Esbern Snare (L 
17), Canadian destroyer HMCS Iroquois (DDG 280), British 
royal fleet auxiliary ship RFA Argus (A 135), Brazilian tall 
ship Cisne Branco, Ecuadorian tall ship BAE Guayas (BE 21), 
Colombian tall ship ARC Gloria, Indonesian tall ship 
Dewaruci. 

Friendly competitions will be held between the different 
commands, such as a softball tournament and a tug-of-war 
contest. 

This is the sixth of eight Navy Weeks Constitution Sailors 
are scheduled to participate in throughout 2012, celebrating 
the bicentennial of the War of 1812. Boston Navy Week will 
be held in conjunction with Boston Harborfest, a festival that 
showcases the colonial and maritime heritage of Boston. 

The primary purpose of Navy Week is to increase Navy 
awareness by presenting the Navy to Americans who live in 
cities that normally do not have a significant naval presence. 
Boston Navy Week will showcase the mission, capabilities 
and achievements of the U.S. Navy and provide residents the 
opportunity to meet Sailors firsthand. 

Constitution is the world's oldest commissioned warship 
afloat and welcomes more than 500,000 visitors per year. She 
defended the sea lanes against threat from 1797 to 1855, much 
like the mission of today's Navy. America's Navy: Keeping the 
sea free for more than 200 years. 

Constitution's mission today is to offer community 
outreach and education about the ship's history. 
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8. USS Constitution Wins 2012 President's Volunteer Service Award 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 27 JUN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Kathryn E. Macdonald, USS Constitution Public 
Affairs 

CHARLESTOWN, Mass. -- USS Constitution won the 
gold level 2012 President's Volunteer Service Award (PVSA) 
for community service at the ship's berth in Charlestown, 
Mass., June 26. 

The PVSA is divided into three levels: bronze, silver and 
gold. Groups must volunteer a minimum of 1,000 hours of 
community service to qualify for the gold level. 

"This crew, despite the busy schedule, is so generous in 
giving their time to help the community," said Cmdr. Matthew 
Bonner, Constitution's 72nd commanding officer. "This year 
eight Sailors earned the Military Outstanding Volunteer 
Service Medal [MOVSM], and this award is yet another 
example of their tremendous volunteer spirit. By giving back 
to the community, we are able to continue to strengthen the 
bond between the command and the city that we call home. I 
am so proud of the Sailors that man Constitution and am glad 
to see their effforts recognized." 

The ship also won the 2009, 2010 and 2011 PVSA for 
gold level. 

"I'm honored to help contribute to our commands constant 
role in helping the community," said Sonar Technician 
(Submarine) 2nd Class (SS) Thomas Rooney, Constitution's 
volunteer program coordinator. "This is the fourth year that we 

have qualified for this award. Our Sailors have participated in 
37 command organized projects, contributing approximately 
2,265 hours of community service so far this year. This doesn't 
include the 360 plus hours that the Sailors contributed on their 
own through outside sources, like Arrive Alive, Boy Scouts of 
America, coaching for local sports teams and other mentorship 
programs." 

Established in 2003, the PVSA is available on an annual 
basis to individuals, groups and families who have met or 
exceeded requirements for volunteer service and have 
demonstrated exemplary citizenship through volunteering. 

The PVSA is issued by the President's Council on Service 
and Civic Participation on behalf of the president of the 
United States to recognize the best in the American spirit, and 
to encourage all Americans to improve their communities 
through volunteer service and civic participation. 

"Through acts of volunteerism, both large and small, the 
Navy brings hope to so many of the world's disadvantaged," 
said Master-at-Arms 1st Class (SW/EXW) Marina Chavez, 
who volunteered 108 hours in 2012 and earned the MOVSM. 
"And I enjoy volunteering; it gives me a chance to connect 
with people in the community. Setting aside a few hours each 
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month can be one of the most valuable ways to make a 
difference." 

Constitution also won the Commander, Navy Region 
(COMNAVREG) Middle Atlantic (MIDLANT) Good 
Neighbor Flagship award for small shore commands in 2010 
and 2011. COMNAVREG MIDLANT gives the award to 
commands that have the best year-round community service 
program or special project that encourages activities to 
provide humanitarian assistance to the less fortunate. 

Constitution is the world's oldest commissioned warship 
afloat and welcomes more than 500,000 visitors per year. She 
defended the sea lanes against threat from 1797 to 1855, much 
like the mission of today's Navy. America's Navy: Keeping the 
sea free for more than 200 years. 

Constitution's mission today is to offer community 
outreach and education about the ship's history. Currently, her 
crew is planning to commemorate bicentennial of the War of 
1812 through public demonstrations and educational activities 
at eight Navy weeks across the U.S. in 2012. 
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CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
9. USS Elrod Rescues Four People At Sea 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 27 JUN 12) ... Ensign Willie Jeter, USS Elrod Public Affairs 

USS ELROD, At Sea -- Norfolk, Va.-based frigate USS 
Elrod (FFG 55) rescued four people from a sinking small boat 
June 26 while on patrol in the Caribbean Sea in support of 
Operation Martillo. 

Elrod received a call from a maritime patrol aircraft after 
spotting the submerged vessel. The ship made best speed to 
the reported site to investigate and located four survivors in 
distress. The mariners were clinging onto the bow of the 
damaged boat when Elrod made its approach. 

A rigid-hulled inflatable boat (RHIB) was lowered to pick 
up the stranded survivors. One of the four survivors lapsed in 
and out of consciousness and Chief Hospital Corpsman Cory 
Perry diagnosed their condition as life-threatening and in 
desperate need of immediate medical treatment. 

"We came at the right time," said Cmdr. Jack Killman, 
Elrod Commanding Officer. "I am not sure these people would 
have lasted much longer." 

The survivors were flown to a hospital in Colombia via 
helo from Helicopter Anti-Submarine Squadron Light (HSL) 
60. 

"It was a huge success and personally rewarding being 
able to bring them to a medical facility where they'll get the 
proper care they need," said Lt. Justin Collins, air crew 
commander for the medevac flight. 

"All in all, team Elrod did a remarkable job; from watch 
standers reacting at a moment's notice, to coordinating a 
medevac transfer to Colombia," said Killman. 

The team effort by the crew of Elrod succeeded in saving 
the lives of the distressed mariners. 

"This particular situation required careful yet nuanced 
care, to reduce the destructive effects of prolonged exposure to 
and ingestion of sea water without triggering negative 
consequences. These gentlemen were lucky to have an 
experienced corpsman on scene to care for them," Capt. 
Christine Dorr, U.S Naval Forces Southern Command/U.S. 
4th Fleet medical officer said. 

Elrod is currently conducting counter transnational 
organized crime operations as part of Operation Martillo 
targeting illicit trafficking routes in coastal waters along the 
Central American isthmus. U.S. military participation is being 
led by Joint Interagency Task Force-South, a component of 
U.S. Southern Command (USSOUTHCOM). Operation 
Martillo is a component of the U.S. government's coordinated 
interagency regional security strategy in support of the White 
House strategy to combat transnational organized crime and 
the U.S. Central America Regional Security Initiative. 
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10. USS Nitze Arrives In Seychelles 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 27 JUN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Jeff Atherton, Enterprise Carrier Strike Group 
Public Affairs 

VICTORIA, Seychelles -- Guided-missile destroyer USS 
Nitze (DDG 94) arrived in Victoria, Seychelles, for a port 
visit, June 24. 

The visit serves as an opportunity for the crew to relax 
after being at sea for more than a month. 

"The crew has been working hard, providing maritime 
security in a difficult area of the world to operate," said Cmdr. 
Christopher Nerad, Nitze's commanding officer. "Everyone is 
very excited to relax and engage with the local people." 

Command Master Chief Bill Arbuckle was also 
enthusiastic about the visit. 

"This is a great opportunity for us to see a part of the 
world most of us have not seen before," said Arbuckle. "The 
crew is excited about this visit." 

While in the Seychelles, the crew will have opportunities 
to participate in a variety of activities arranged by the ship's 

Morale, Welfare and Recreation (MWR) committee, including 
snorkeling, nature trail tours and a tour of one of the Marine 
National Parks of the Seychelles. 

The visit is an opportunity to get to know a different 
culture before continuing operations in the U.S. 5th Fleet area 
of responsibility. 

"Some rest and relaxation is going to be good for 
everyone," said Nerad. "Then the crew will be ready to get 
back into the area of operation and continue our mission." 

Nitze is deployed as part of the Enterprise Carrier Strike 
Group to the U.S. 5th Fleet area of responsibility conducting 
maritime security operations, theater security cooperation 
efforts and support missions as part of Operation Enduring 
Freedom. 
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11. Swift Leaders Discuss Maritime Security With Tanzanian Navy During APS Visit 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 27 JUN 12) ... Ensign Joe Keiley, HSV 2 Swift Public Affairs 

DAR ES SALAAM, Tanzania -- High Speed Vessel 
Swift's (HSV 2) civilian master and military detachment 
officer in charge discussed combating piracy and continued 
cooperation efforts during an office call with Tanzanian naval 
leadership June 26. 

The office call was part of Swift's planned 12-day port 
visit to Tanzania for Africa Partnership Station (APS) East 
2012. 

Swift's civilian master, Capt. Rhett Mann, and military 
detachment officer in charge, Lt. Cmdr. Charles Eaton, met 
with Maj. Gen. Saidi Shaaban Omar, chief of Tanzania 
People's Defense Force navy, and Col. M.S. Masanga, 
commander, 701 Flotilla. 

The visit was a chance for both groups to discuss 
emerging issues that threaten maritime security as well as 
focus on building upon the partnership that has already 
developed through several years of working together. 

"I visited Swift with our president two years ago and 
enjoyed the ship. We are familiar with the APS program, and 
can say it is very useful to our armed forces," said Omar. 

While in Tanzania, Swift's crew and embarked Marines, 
NCIS personnel, and members of Maritime Civil Affairs and 
Security Training teams will conduct five separate subject 
matter expert (SME) exchanges during the two-week visit. 

"The level of participation in the SME exchanges has 
been outstanding and enthusiastic. The port security 

familiarization has high interest here in Dar Es Salaam, so 
we're going to hold it twice while here. We're looking forward 
to continuing this partnership and exchange, working together 
with our partner nations to protect African shores," said Eaton. 

During the office visit the conversation was centered on 
Swift's capabilities and the dynamics of a civilian and military 
crew working together, as well as how APS may help African 
nations confront piracy. 

"We have a big sea to patrol and our main challenge is 
pirates. They are very tricky and they know what they're 
doing," said Masanga. 

Tanzania's navy leadership was invited to Swift for tours 
and the chance to continue the discussion on issues that APS 
can address in future visits. 

"Any problem, we can solve together so that we'll always 
have continued success," said Omar. 

Swift, a Military Sealift Command-chartered High Speed 
Vessel, is making port calls throughout Africa in support of 
APS and theater security cooperation (TSC) visits. 

APS is an international security cooperation initiative, 
facilitated by Commander, U.S. Naval Forces Europe-Africa, 
aimed at strengthening global maritime partnerships through 
training and collaborative activities in order to improve 
maritime safety and security in Africa. 
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12. Africa Partnership Station Promotes Security Cooperation 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 27 JUN 12) ... Donna Miles 

STUTTGART, Germany – An ongoing international 
effort to help African nations improve maritime safety and 
security in the Gulf of Guinea represents one of U.S. Africa 
Command’s most successful programs while embodying the 
command’s core principles, AFRICOM’s director of strategy, 
plans and programs reported. 

Army Maj. Gen. Charles Hooper called Africa 
Partnership Station – an initiative that has grown over the past 
five years to include more than 30 African, European and 
North and South American countries – a model of 
international and interagency cooperation. 

Participants are working together to develop capacity 
among countries along the Gulf of Guinea so they can control 
their territorial waters and crack down on illicit trafficking and 
other criminal activity. 

And what happens at sea matters, not just for Africa, but 
for the entire world that depends on access to the global 
commons, Hooper said. He noted the direct link between 
maritime security, development, prosperity, stability and 
peace. 

“In my mind, African Partnership Station embodies 
everything that is good and unique about Africa Command,” 
Hooper said. “Why is it so successful? It’s a unique program 
that allows us to train, teach and mentor, not only the armed 
forces of those nations in the Gulf of Guinea, but also some of 
their law enforcement forces.” 

That, Hooper said, makes it “the perfect AFRICOM 
program.” 

“It involves the interagency team, engaging in teaching, 
coaching, mentoring and building the capacity of our African 
partners to solve their own problems,” he said. 

This directly supports President Barack Obama’s Africa 
policy and the recognition that has guided AFRICOM since its 
inception in 2008, he noted. “It is our African partners who are 
best equipped and best pointed to address African challenges,” 
Hooper said. 

This year’s engagement, the largest yet, kicked off with 
its first port visit in February in Lagos, Nigeria, and continues 
through September. The guided missile frigate USS Simpson 
launched this year’s training program in Lagos, with the crew 
working with sailors and coast guardsmen from 12 African 
nations in the first leg of training events. 

The high-speed vessel Swift began visiting Africa this 
spring. Later this summer, USS Fort McHenry will join the 
Africa Partnership Station mission. 

Training events throughout the program, both ashore and 
at sea, are being tailored to help African maritime nations 
improve their own capabilities while strengthening their 
relationships with partner nations. This, officials said, 
promotes regional cooperation to address common threats, 
such as piracy and illicit trafficking, and in promoting energy 
and resource security. 
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“By working together, African navies and coast guards 
are able to bring maritime safety and security, which will help 
secure their future,” said Navy Chief Warrant Officer Eve 
McAnallen, the Africa Partnership Station training officer. 

Commodore Andrew Dacosta, director of training for the 
Nigerian navy who helped to plan this year’s mission, said 
African Partnership Station underscores the importance of that 
effort. “APS has helped us realize the needs for collaboration, 

cooperation for the collective security of the maritime 
environment,” he said. 

Gabonese Chief Petty Officer Pierre Mboulou welcomed 
the opportunity to participate in this year’s training. 

“I really appreciate the APS program, because it helps us 
improve and meet our potential through different 
experiences,” he said. “I hope this program can be held every 
year and keep going to help African militaries.” 
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13. Filipino Organizations Receive PP12 Donations 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 27 JUN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Michael Feddersen, Navy Public Affairs Support 
Element West 

SAMAR, Philippines -- Local Filipino schools and 
medical clinics received deeply appreciated donations from 
Pacific Partnership 2012 (PP12) participants at the Samar 
Capital Building June 26. 

Chief Gunner's Mate Justin Roth, officer in charge of the 
event, said eight pallets of supplies were donated for 
approximately 30 schools and medical clinics. 

"We were able to provide school books, school supplies, 
desks and medical supplies to the community," said Roth. 

Latter Day Saints Charities Volunteer Mike Hughes said 
the donated school supplies are expected to help students 
succeed at school. 

"It should help particularly with the schools that don't 
have the books available to teach the children math and 
English skills needed to progress through school and on 
through the higher grades of education," Hughes said. 

Roth said the medical supplies were all items in need by 
the local residents at the clinics. 

"After talking with some of the representatives, it was 
clear that they didn't have a lot of what we provided," said 
Roth. "They need things like needles, syringes and various 
other items to provide sufficient care to patients. "The goal 

was to show that the donations are part of our partnership," he 
said."We want to work together to build a lasting 
relationship." 

Hughes said the community seems to greatly value the 
donations. 

"As we brought the samples of donations in, the people 
were very thankful," he said. "The smiles on their faces really 
showed their appreciation." 

Jason Malakhani, a local school representative, said the 
donations will help bring a brighter future to the people of the 
region. 

"With these new supplies, our students are going to 
succeed and our clinics are going to provide better care to 
patients," he said."I would like to extend a true 'thank you' to 
everyone involved in helping our community." 

Now in its seventh year, Pacific Partnership is a U.S. 
Pacific Fleet humanitarian and civic assistance mission U.S. 
military, host and partner nations, non-governmental 
organizations and international organizations designed to build 
stronger relationships and disaster response capabilities in the 
Asia-Pacific region. 
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14. USS Annapolis Returns From Six-Month Deployment 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 27 JUN 12) ... Lt. Cmdr. Jennifer Cragg, Commander, Submarine Group 2 Public Affairs 

GROTON, Conn. -- The families of Sailors assigned to 
Los Angeles-class attack submarine USS Annapolis (SSN 
760) welcomed their loved ones as they returned to Naval 
Submarine Base New London, June 27, following a regularly 
scheduled six-month deployment. 

Annapolis departed for deployment Jan. 3 and conducted 
maritime security and theater security cooperation efforts in 
the 5th and 6th Fleet area of operations. 

Annapolis steamed more than 31,000 miles over the 
course of its six-month deployment. 

Annapolis is commanded by Cmdr. John Gearhart, a 
native of Stillwater, Okla., who reflected on the performance 
of his crew and preparation required for their deployment. 

"The Annapolis team performed superbly throughout a 
myriad of complex tasking and challenging operational 
environments," said Gearhart. "This type of performance 
could only be carried out through exceptional teamwork, a 
committed effort, solid leadership and a fighting spirit that is 
second to none." 

Gearhart added that the pre-deployment training and 
maintenance support were crucial in enabling the crew to 

maintain a high state of readiness throughout their 
deployment. 

"These resources were judiciously employed to ensure 
that the Annapolis team was very well prepared to support all 
mission tasking during our deployment," said Gearhart. 

Annapolis visited the following ports during their six-
month deployment Bahrain; Jebel Ali, United Arab Emirates; 
Toulon, France; and Souda Bay, Greece. 

Gearhart added that his crew is looking forward to 
reuniting with their families, especially prior to the Fourth of 
July. 

"The return from deployment offers a time to reunite with 
loved ones," said Gearhart. "The Annapolis team is very 
happy to be home and ready to stand down for a few weeks." 

Annapolis co-ombudsman Eva Foxhoven shared her 
excitement for the reunion of Sailors and their families. 

"I am so excited to be a part of such a wonderful family as 
we all gather to welcome home our Sailors from a successful 
six-month deployment," said Foxhoven. "We have awaited 
this day for what seems like an eternity, but can finally look 
forward to reacquainting with our Sailors and having some 
much deserved down time with them." 
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While deployed, five Sailors from USS Annapolis became 
new dads. Foxhoven and her co-ombudsman Melissa Coers, 
coordinated the first kiss and first baby greetings when the 
submarine arrived, also assisted with the second annual 
Operation Shower event held June 19. 

Coers a mother of four, of which three of her children are 
triplets, thanked the organization for recognizing expectant 
mothers from USS Annapolis. 

"Operation Shower was not around when I had my 
children, but what a great experience for our military spouses 
that sacrifice so much," said Coers. "Every day is a day closer 
to reuniting. That mindset helps all of us." 

Operation Shower provided "showers in a box" for 40 
expectant and new military moms, whose spouses were 
deployed. 

In addition to the return of Annapolis, the families of 
Sailors assigned to Los Angeles-class attack submarine USS 
Pittsburgh (SSN 720) welcomed their loved ones as they 
returned to Naval Submarine Base New London, following a 
regularly scheduled six-month deployment. 

Annapolis was commissioned April 11, 1992 and is 
named in honor of the capital city in Maryland. It is the fourth 
warship to bear the name of Annapolis. 

USS Pittsburgh Returns From Six-Month Deployment 
The families of Sailors assigned to Los Angeles-class 

attack submarine USS Pittsburgh (SSN 720) welcomed their 
loved ones as they returned to Naval Submarine Base New 
London, June 27, following a regularly scheduled six-month 
deployment. 

Pittsburgh departed for deployment in December 2011 
and conducted maritime security and theater security 
cooperation efforts in the 5th and 6th Fleet area of operations. 

Pittsburgh steamed more than 29,000 miles over the 
course of her six-month deployment. 

Pittsburgh is commanded by Cmdr. Michael Savageaux, a 
native of Grafton, Mass., who reflected on the successful 
deployment. 

"The crew's performance has been second to none," said 
Savageaux. "The team's flexibility allowed the Pittsburgh to 
absorb numerous shifts in tasking, and to execute successfully 
every time." 

Savageaux added that Pittsburgh has deployed more since 
July 2008 than any other ship in the Atlantic submarine fleet, 
completing three full six-month deployments in every area of 
operations in the world, including the Atlantic, Pacific, Arctic 
and Indian Oceans. 

"I am proud of your team's superb execution of operations 
vital to national security. Pittsburgh's efforts supported U.S. 
Central, African and European commands," Vice Adm. John 
Richardson, commander, Submarine Forces Atlantic said in a 
naval message in which he praised Savageaux and crew for 
their achievements while on deployment. "Your ability to 
sustain crew proficiency and successfully complete all 
assigned missions is validation of your thorough preparations 
for this deployment." 

Pittsburgh visited the following ports during their six-
month deployment: Bahrain; Jebel Ali, United Arab Emirates; 
and Rota, Spain. 

"The men take a lot of pride in our hard-steaming 
reputation, but it is always great to be home," said Savageaux. 

USS Pittsburgh ombudsman Lauren Bomar echoed the 
commanding officer's sentiments on the excitement of the 
Sailors' return to homeport. 

"Deployment went very well for the families of the USS 
Pittsburgh," said Bomar. "We are very proud of the job our 
guys did and all they accomplished. We are all excited to have 
them home and to see them on the pier." 
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15. Clinton Agrees To Attend Emergency Meeting On Syria 
Russia drops insistence that gathering called by Annan include Iran 
(WASHINGTON POST 28 JUN 12) ... Karen DeYoung 

Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton and her 
Russian counterpart agreed Wednesday to attend an 
emergency meeting on Syria this weekend following personal 
appeals by U.N. envoy Kofi Annan to consider new proposals 
for a Syrian political transition. 

Final agreement by Clinton and Russian Foreign Minister 
Sergei Lavrov came after Russia dropped its insistence that 
Iran be invited to the Annan-convened gathering of the five 
permanent members of the U.N. Security Council, along with 
Turkey and Arab League officials, according to a senior 
Obama administration official. 

In New York, U.N. spokesman Martin Nesirky said 
Annan would brief Iran after the meeting. 

Iran’s U.N. ambassador, Mohammad Khazaee, told 
reporters, “If some powers that be do not want to benefit from 
[Iran’s] influence and constructive role, that’s their problem.” 

Clinton had expressed doubts about the prospect of 
convening what Annan christened an “action group” and said 
she would not attend if Iran was there. After Iran was 
excluded, she said she was hopeful the meeting would mark a 

“turning point” in the international effort to resolve the 
escalating Syrian crisis. 

The secretary of state and Lavrov will meet Friday in St. 
Petersburg for a previously scheduled discussion before 
heading to the Annan meeting in Geneva. 

It remains unclear whether Russia has reversed its refusal 
to agree to any transition plan that guarantees the departure of 
Syrian President Bashar al-Assad. Officials from several 
countries planning to attend the meeting said it is unlikely that 
Russia will abandon Assad. 

“Our concern is that the Russian position may not have 
shifted enough to make the meeting constructive,” said a 
European diplomat who closely monitors the situation. “We’re 
not so worried about a huge setback, more just a waste of 
time.” 

The diplomat also expressed concern that the meeting 
could undermine efforts of the much larger Friends of Syria 
group, which has been coordinating international action on 
Syria. 
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U.S., European and U.N. officials discussed the issue on 
the condition of anonymity because of diplomatic sensitivities. 

Annan has acknowledged the impotence of his two-
month-old U.N. mandate to negotiate a cease-fire and begin 
transition talks. Violence levels “have now reached or even 
surpassed” those at the beginning of Annan’s mission in April, 
said Annan’s deputy, Jean-Marie Guehenno. 

The tide of battle still appears to favor Assad’s Russian-
armed military, but Syrian rebels have launched better-
organized attacks recently and moved the fighting closer to 
Damascus, the Syrian capital. An apparent rebel attack 
Wednesday on the pro-government al-Ikhbariya TV station 
south of the capital left seven employees dead, wire services 
reported. 

According to the state-run Syrian Arab News Agency, 
three journalists and four security workers were killed when 
armed men stormed the building in the town of Drousha. 
Amnesty International, which has condemned Syrian 
government attacks that have left more than 10,000 dead since 
the uprising against Assad began early last year, criticized the 
attack on what it called a “civilian target.” 

“Even a media organization engaged in propaganda is still 
a civilian object, so it and those working for it must never be 
deliberately targeted,” Amnesty said of the privately owned 
station, which regularly broadcasts programs blaming the 
uprising on “terrorists.” 

In announcing this weekend’s meeting, Annan offered no 
details of what he said were newly developed “guidelines and 
principles” for a transition “and actions that will make these a 
reality on the ground.” 

U.S. and other officials, speaking on the condition of 
anonymity about the ongoing sensitive discussions, said the 
plan includes an enhanced role for the Arab League, which 
will hold its own session on Syria early next week. 

In a closed-door meeting with the Security Council on 
Tuesday, Annan deputy Nasser al-Kidwa said Annan had 
“made it clear that it is essential for states with influence to 
agree among themselves on a set of principles and guidelines 
in order to effectively support a Syrian-led political 
transition.” 

Clinton, who was traveling in Finland before going to 
Russia, said everyone needs to agree before arriving in 
Geneva that Annan’s plan “will be the document we are 
endorsing by our presence.” 

In addition to the permanent Security Council members 
— the United States, Russia, Britain, France and China — 
Annan said invitations had been extended to Turkey; the 
secretaries general of the United Nations and Arab League; 
and the foreign ministers of Iraq, Kuwait and Qatar, all of 
whom chair Arab League committees concerned with Syria. 
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16. West Is About To Increase Pressure On Iran 
Tougher sanctions on its oil industry will begin, in a bid to win nuclear compliance. 
(LOS ANGELES TIMES 28 JUN 12) ... Ramin Mostaghim and Paul Richter 

TEHRAN -- As the West has tightened its economic 
chokehold in an effort to force Iran's government to scale back 
its growing nuclear program, Iranians have coped by cutting 
back. 

Ali, a 31-year-old employee at a Tehran print shop, 
doesn't buy as much chicken or red meat as before and has 
stopped going to the barber. He gave up smoking Marlboros 
for cheaper Iranian-made Bahmans, and asked his wife to quit 
her health club. 

"I've downsized my life," said Ali, who asked that he not 
be further identified out of fear for his safety. 

Soon he and other Iranians will probably have to 
downsize much more. 

Over the next four days, Western governments will 
launch their toughest sanctions yet against Iran. 

The steps are designed to eviscerate the oil-based 
economy, and to test Tehran's determination to keep enriching 
uranium in defiance of United Nations resolutions. 

The United States and European Union will implement an 
oil embargo, as well as a ban on tanker insurance and other 
measures, that analysts say could slash Iran's foreign sales of 
oil -- its largest source of revenue -- by more than half. 

That would cost Iran about $4 billion a month, experts 
say, a substantial amount given the country's estimated foreign 
currency reserves of $60 billion to $100 billion. 

Western governments hope the added pressure will help 
break the deadlock in a decade-old struggle to persuade Iran to 
accept limits on nuclear development before it completes 
research that many nations fear is aimed at learning how to 
build a nuclear weapon. 

In three rounds of negotiations this year, Iranian officials 
showed little inclination to compromise. They insist that their 
nation's nuclear program is solely for peaceful purposes. 

Western officials and analysts say supreme leader 
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei may reconsider if the tightening 
sanctions stir unhappiness among merchants and consumers. 

Perhaps more important will be the squeeze on businesses 
and industries controlled by the Iranian Revolutionary Guard 
Corps, a key part of the power structure that is influential with 
Khamenei. 

"As time passes and dollars are lost, inevitably ordinary 
Iranians are going to ask the question, 'Is it worth it?' " said 
Cliff Kupchan, a former U.S. State Department official now at 
the Eurasia Group consulting firm in Washington. 

Western governments appear prepared to let the sanctions 
build through the summer, and even increase the pressure. In 
Washington, Congress is finishing legislation that would 
tighten sanctions further on Iran's oil sector. 

For Khamenei, however, suffering the deepening 
privation may be a matter of national pride and regime 
survival. The loss of oil revenue was proportionately worse 
during Iran's devastating war with Iraq in the 1980s, analysts 
note. 

The growing pressure has stirred debate in the West about 
when Iran will reach its "economic drop dead date" -- when its 
currency reserves are so low that it can't meet its budget or 
take care of other key tasks, such as intervening to prop up its 
currency. 

Mark Dubowitz, an energy specialist at the pro-sanctions 
Foundation for Defense of Democracies, says Tehran's refusal 
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to give ground so far shows that "Iranian nuclear physics is 
beating out Western economics: They're not yet feeling such 
severe pressure that they feel they have to compromise." 

He said it could take until the end of 2013 to bring Iran's 
economy to wholesale collapse. 

The European oil embargo, which goes into effect 
Sunday, will deprive Iran of 18% of former oil sales. India, 
Japan and most other major customers already have begun 
cutting purchases of Iranian oil, partly because they could face 
U.S. sanctions if they don't. 

The Obama administration has waived sanctions against 
18 countries that have substantially shifted their oil supply 
from Iran to Saudi Arabia or other producers. Analysts say it 
appears likely the administration will also grant a waiver to 
China, Iran's biggest customer, which cut purchases of Iranian 
oil sharply in the first quarter. 

Another major sanction about to hit is a European ban on 
insurance for tankers carrying Iranian oil. The London-based 
reinsurance market insures about 90% of the world's tanker 
fleet, and companies without marine insurance could be held 
liable for billions in damages in the event of a major oil spill. 

So far the sanctions campaign hasn't driven up global oil 
prices. Analysts say Saudi Arabia and other major producers 
have increased output to keep the markets steady, and the 

economic downturn has reduced overall demand. Prices at the 
pump have fallen in the U.S. in recent weeks. 

The pain is growing in Iran, however. Oil provides about 
half the government's revenue and accounts for 80% of its 
exports. Corruption and mismanagement have exacerbated the 
country's economic woes. 

Because of sanctions already in place, inflation is running 
about 60% annually, some economists say, and the prices of 
some household commodities and foods, including bread and 
chicken, have risen by nearly a third in the last two weeks. 

Last weekend, people upset about rising prices launched a 
spontaneous boycott of bread and milk in parts of the nation, 
according to reports on local social networking sites. The 
action suggests the mounting economic pressure could ignite a 
public backlash. 

The strain is clear to Mojgan Farji, 37, an Iranian 
journalist. She was recently married, but while she and her 
husband try to save for a home of their own, they live with her 
mother and her three siblings. 

"The purchasing power of our savings is diminishing on a 
weekly basis, and the apartments get more expensive," Farji 
said. Her mother goes to the store and "comes back furious, 
because the prices go up on a daily basis." 

"We fear worse days to come," she said. 
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17. Obama Backs UAE On Islands 
(KHALEEJ TIMES (UAE) 28 JUN 12) 

The U.S. on Wednesday backed the UAE over the three 
UAE islands occupied by Iran, as President Barack Obama 
met General Shaikh Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Crown 
Prince of Abu Dhabi and Deputy Supreme Commander of the 
UAE Armed Forces. 

The two leaders met for lunch at the White House and 
issued a joint call for a peaceful resolution of the status of the 
islands of Abu Musa and the Greater and Lesser Tunbs, 
occupied by Iran. 

A joint U.S. and UAE statement issued after the meeting, 
which was closed to the Press, said Obama and Gen Shaikh 
Mohammed “called for a peaceful resolution of the islands’ 
status.” 

The U.S. “strongly supports the UAE’s initiative to 
resolve the issue through direct negotiations, the International 
Court of Justice, or another appropriate international forum,” 
the statement said. 

Obama and Gen Shaikh Mohammed also called on Iran to 
meet its international nuclear obligations and backed UN 
envoy Kofi Annan’s tattered plan designed to end bloodshed 
in Syria, calling for a political transition there. 

“Noting the profound changes taking place in other 
countries in the Middle East, they called on governments and 
citizens alike to avoid violence, advance tolerance, and protect 
human rights — particularly the rights of women,” the 
statement said. “They highlighted the importance of reforms 
that support accountable governance, increase civic 
participation, and promote economic opportunities, especially 
for young people.” 

“The President and Crown Prince discussed the 
importance of protecting critical shipping lanes against threats 
of aggression, terrorism, and piracy. 

“The President congratulated the Crown Prince on the 
announcement of the opening of a new 1.5 million (barrels per 
day) oil pipeline that crosses the UAE.” 
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18. U.S. Sees Momentum On South China Sea Code 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESS 27 JUN 12) ... Shaun Tandon 

WASHINGTON — The United States said on June 27 it 
saw momentum in talks between China and Southeast Asia on 
agreeing to a code of conduct to ease deep friction over 
competing claims in the South China Sea. 

The South China Sea is likely to be high on the agenda 
when U.S. Secretary of State Hillary Clinton heads next month 
to Cambodia for talks of the Association of Southeast Asian 
Nations and regional powers including China. 

Kurt Campbell, the U.S. assistant secretary of state for 
East Asia, said he understood that a draft proposal on a code 

of conduct was being discussed and that the United States 
expected to hear more details while in Cambodia. 

“What we have seen of late has been an increase in 
diplomacy between ASEAN and China about aspects 
associated with a potential code of conduct,” Campbell told a 
conference at the Center for Strategic and International 
Studies. 

“I will say that we are frankly impressed with the level of 
focus that particularly ASEAN has given to this,” Campbell 
said. 
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Campbell did not give more details on the potential code 
of conduct and acknowledged that disputes over the South 
China Sea are “fraught with difficulty.” 

“They spur nationalist sentiment across the region as a 
whole and it is extraordinarily important to deal with them 
with great delicacy,” he said. 

ASEAN and China agreed in 2002 to negotiate a code of 
conduct. But there has been little visible progress, with a 
rising China preferring to negotiate with each country 
individually instead of dealing with a unified bloc. 

ASEAN foreign ministers, meeting in April in Phnom 
Penh, said they hoped to narrow differences and sign a code of 
conduct with China by the end of the year. 

The Philippines and Vietnam accuse China of 
aggressively asserting its claims in recent years, leading to 
minor clashes that diplomats and military commanders fear 
could quickly escalate into major conflicts. 

The United States have recently expanded military 
relations with the Philippines and Vietnam, part of what 
President Barack Obama’s administration has cast as a 
growing U.S. focus on relations with Asia. 

The details of the code of conduct remained murky. U.S. 
Defense Secretary Leon Panetta, speaking to the annual 
Shangri-La Dialogue in Singapore on June 2, said the code 
should set a binding “rules-based framework” to prevent and 
manage disputes. 

At the annual ASEAN talks in 2010 in Vietnam, Clinton 
said the United States had a “national interest” in open access 

to the South China Sea, through which half of the world’s 
trade flows. 

Her statement generated a wide response in Asia, with 
Southeast Asian nations largely welcoming the remarks and 
stepping up cooperation with the United States but China 
accusing her of fanning tensions. 

Campbell said Clinton was also looking to visit Laos. If 
confirmed, the trip would be the first by a U.S. secretary of 
state to Laos since the communist victory in 1975. 

The United States established normal trade ties with Laos 
in 2004 and has been studying ways to clean up ordnance. The 
United States dropped millions of bombs on Laos during the 
Vietnam War to cut off Hanoi’s supply lines. 

U.S. relations with Laos have remained uneasy largely 
due to concerns over treatment of the Hmong, a hill people 
who assisted U.S. forces during the Vietnam War and have 
reported persecution afterward. 

One signature effort of the Obama administration has 
been reaching out to another long-isolated nation — 
Myanmar. 

The country formerly known as Burma has undertaken 
dramatic reforms since last year including allowing elections 
in which opposition icon Aung San Suu Kyi won a seat in 
parliament. 

U.S. senators said Wednesday that they expected soon to 
confirm Derek Mitchell as the first U.S. ambassador to 
Myanmar in more than 20 years. 
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19. Palace Gags Navy Over Ship Deployment To Shoal 
(PHILIPPINE STAR 28 JUN 12) ... Evelyn Macairan 

MANILA, Philippines - Malacañang practically gagged 
the Philippine Navy yesterday concerning the redeployment of 
vessels to Panatag (Scarborough) Shoal, saying it is leaving it 
up to the Department of Foreign Affairs (DFA) to issue 
statements. 

When asked if China was acting in bad faith for deploying 
its vessels to the shoal while negotiations are ongoing, 
presidential spokesman Edwin Lacierda said, “We will defer 
to the DFA.” 

Lacierda added it would be up to the DFA to determine 
whether a diplomatic protest should be filed against China. 

“The DFA issued a press release yesterday or at least a 
text to us that informed us that the Chinese ships are back in 
Panatag. So we will just leave it with the DFA to make the 
statements… As our policy, we do not want to escalate any 
tensions so we would leave it with the DFA to issue the 
statements,” Lacierda said. 

“As a policy, we continue to defer to the DFA. The DFA 
receives operational reports also from the Coast Guard. They 
are informed. They are also informed of any flights 
undertaken by the Philippine Navy,” he added. 

With regard the redeployment of ships to Panatag Shoal, 
Lacierda said there would be a reevaluation. 

“I am not in the know right now as to whether there has 
been a reevaluation and hence that’s the reason why we are 
waiting for the statement from the DFA,” he said. 

But Lacierda said there had been no softening on the 
stand to assert sovereignty over Panatag Shoal, except that 
some factors have to be considered. 

“We maintain our position. The reason for withdrawing 
the vessels as mentioned by the secretary of Foreign Affairs 
(Albert del Rosario) is primarily the weather. Now, that is 
subject to reevaluation and we are going to ask the secretary of 
Foreign Affairs or the DFA whether a reevaluation has been 
made and it will be done in consultation with (Del Rosario) 
and the President,” Lacierda said. 

He said the weather was a big concern, citing the sea 
mishap off the coast of Bolinao, Pangasinan that left a 
fisherman dead and four others missing. 

Lacierda also denied inconsistencies in the statements of 
the Navy and the DFA as regards the presence of Chinese 
vessels in the area. 

He said it was just a matter of timeline, noting that the 
DFA had echoed the Navy’s pronouncement that the Chinese 
vessels left the lagoon itself but had apparently returned and 
maintained presence in the parameters of the shoal. 

Dialogue Ongoing 
Lacierda said discussions with the Chinese embassy are 

ongoing. 
“We have always stated and we have always advocated 

dialogue between the countries… And that’s something that 
we are not giving up on,” he said. 

“I have no specifics on the discussions but the thrust of 
the discussion is always on a peaceful resolution of the 
Panatag Shoal standoff,” he added. 

Asked if the standoff would become protracted given 
China’s actuations, Lacierda said: “We cannot speak for the 
Chinese side. They have always been saying also in terms 
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of… in their public pronouncements that they are for a 
peaceful resolution. We have also said the same thing. In fact, 
we’ve gone a step further. We have already stated that we 
wanted to deescalate the tensions in Panatag Shoal. As to the 
specifics, as to how they view their statements vis-à-vis their 
action, that’s something that is beyond our government to 
comment on. But certainly, as far as we are concerned, we 
would like to have an early resolution to this standoff.” 

In a related development, the Philippine Coast Guard 
(PCG) yesterday said they would continue with their 
investigation into the ramming of a Filipino fishing boat off 
the coast of Bolinao reportedly by a Hong Kong-registered 
bulk carrier, which left one fisherman dead. 

PCG spokesman Lieutenant Commander Armand Balilo 
yesterday said that they would pursue all angles in the 
maritime incident. 

“We would start with M/V Peach Mountain as vessel of 
interest. We would continue with what we have. If it’s not the 
vessel we are looking for, there is no problem,” said Balilo. 

Balilo said they would initially focus on the Peach 
Mountain, citing an eyewitness account that “Hong Kong” 
was written on the ship and its nearness to the place of 
incident. 

“Of course, we would not discount the possibility that 
there were other vessels involved,” he added. 

He also cited the statement of the surviving fishermen that 
the vessel was blue and maroon, which matched the color of 
the cargo ship. 

Balilo said they would likewise be validating with the 
Japan Coast Guard the vessels that passed through the area last 
June 20 when the sea mishap occurred. 

“This would really be a difficult investigation but we 
would do our best and that is why we have to coordinate with 
the Japan Coast Guard and other counterparts to provide 
information and shed light on the investigation. The Navy, of 
course, could make their own investigation. We would do it 
based on our mandate on the enforcement side of maritime 
safety,” he said. 

He said the PCG is also willing to coordinate with the 
Navy. 

Meanwhile, the PCG said search and rescue operations 
for the four missing fishermen continue. 

Balilo said a PCG helicopter conducted an aerial 
surveillance yesterday. 
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20. Dutch Order Navy Radar Improvement 
(UNITED PRESS INTERNATIONAL 27 JUN 12) 

HENGELO, Netherlands -- Radars on four Dutch navy air 
defense and command frigates are to be modified for enhanced 
early detection of ballistic missiles. 

The modification to four SMART-L volume search radars 
installed on the De Zeven Provincien class ships will be 
performed by Thales Nederland under a contract from the 
country's Defense Materiel Organization. 

"This contract confirms our leading position world-wide 
in naval sensor technology and system integration," said 
Thales Nederland President Gerben Edelijn. "Through this 

contract we support NATO's long-term plans for a maritime 
defense against ballistic missiles." 

With the upgrade, SMART-L radars will be able to detect 
ballistic missiles shortly after launch, track several threats 
simultaneously and make an accurate calculation of each 
missile's ballistic trajectory and estimate point of impact. 

SMART-L is a volume search radar, meaning it scans 
large volumes of the air space for missile detection "without 
external cues," the company said. 
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PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
21. U.S. Navy Honors Bangor Native With Its Highest Civilian Award 
(BANGOR (ME) DAILY NEWS 27 JUN 12) ... Nok-Noi Ricker 

He was born in Bangor, was valedictorian of the Bangor 
High School Class of 1967, served this country in the U.S. 
Navy and spent 25 years at the Pentagon looking for ways to 
save the Navy money while maintaining the country’s 
security. 

For his distinguished service, Jonathan D. Kaskin, who 
retires Friday from his Pentagon post as director of the 
Strategic Mobility and Combat Logistics Division for the 
deputy chief of Naval Operations, was awarded the Navy’s 
Distinguished Civilian Service Award — the highest honorary 
award the secretary of the Navy can present to a civilian 
employee of the Department of the Navy. 

His job for the last 15 years was to assess and evaluate the 
Navy’s assets and find ways to cut costs while maintaining 
services. 

His job is all about getting “the biggest bang for the 
taxpayer’s buck,” Kaskin said Wednesday. “When I was 
growing up, I worked at Kagan shoe factory and that is how I 

learned what hard work was all about” and how to stretch a 
dollar. 

He used those skills to save the country a lot of money 
over the years, mostly by hiring civil service employees and 
merchant mariners — some from Maine Maritime Academy 
— to operate auxiliary and support ships that provide supplies 
to the country’s warships. 

“We transferred all the [noncombatant] ships from the 
Navy operations to the civilian operations,” Kaskin said. 
”Sailors could do the jobs and they were good at it, but 
civilians could do it” for less. 

The federal civil servant work force now exceeds 200,000 
Sailors and every auxiliary naval vessel uses them. 

Kaskin has led the charge for change and is “a recognized 
international leader in field operational logistics,” Lt. Paul 
Macapagal, a spokesman for the Navy Office of Information, 
said in a press release. 
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“He has netted billions in savings, while providing our 
Navy with ready strategic sealift and sustained combat 
logistics support around the world, in time of peace and war,” 
the lieutenant said. 

Under Secretary of the Navy Robert Work presented 
Kaskin with the Distinguished Civilian Service Award and 
associated medal on Monday at the Pentagon. 

The award is given to civilian employees who have 
shown an exceptional devotion to duty and who have provided 
extremely significant contributions, Macapagal said Monday. 

“He had a significant role here at the Pentagon,” the 
lieutenant said of Kaskin. 

After graduating high school, Kaskin went to the 
University of Pennsylvania, graduating in 1971 with a 
Bachelor of Science degree in electrical engineering. He also 
was enrolled in the Navy ROTC program and at graduation 
was commissioned as an ensign in the U.S. Navy. 

He remained on active duty until 1975 and then joined the 
Navy Reserve, retiring in 2001 as a captain, Macapagal said. 

Before joining the civil service, Kaskin was a student and 
teaching assistant at Harvard University’s Division of Applied 
Science. He earned a Master of Science degree in engineering 
in 1977. 

He also attended the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology’s department of ocean engineering, earning a 
second master’s degree in shipping and shipbuilding 
management, as well as a degree in ocean engineering. 

Kaskin joined the Navy Civil Service in 1979 and worked 
for seven years at the Military Sealift Command, where he 
became director of the Navy’s Sealift Program, Macapagal 
said. 

“Since then, he was responsible for resourcing the $6 
billion 20-ship LMSR strategic sealift program, the 14-ship 
$7.5 billion T-AKE Dry Cargo/Ammo ship program, the $2 
billion 10-ship Joint High Speed Vessel program, and a $3 
billion per year program to operate a fleet of 100 civilian 
crewed Naval vessels,” the lieutenant said. 

Kaskin was awarded the Department of the Navy 
Meritorious Civilian Service Award in 1987. In 1999 and 
2009, he earned the Presidential Rank Award of meritorious 
executive service, and in 2007 was awarded the American 
Society of Naval Engineers’ Gold Medal Award. 

Kaskin said he also was surprised on Friday when 
Department of Transportation Maritime Administrator David 
Matsuda arrived at his office and presented him with the 
Merchant Marine Medal for Outstanding Achievement. 

“He’ll definitely be missed,” Macapagal said. “Whoever 
is hired to fill his position will have gigantic shoes to fill.” 

Kaskin’s father, Samuel Kaskin, operated a veterinary 
practice on Mount Hope Avenue in Bangor until 1975, and his 
mother, Beatrice Kaskin, lived in Bangor until her death in 
April. Kaskin and his wife, Min Jeung Wu, reside in 
Alexandria, Va. 

He said he will return to the Queen City in August for his 
45th high school reunion. 

“I’ve only missed one,” he said. “I was in the first class at 
Fruit Street when they opened that school and when they 
opened up Bangor High, I was in the sophomore class.” 

He reminisced about attending the old Bangor High 
School, located beside the Bangor Public Library, which is 
now an apartment complex. 

“We had double sessions because we couldn’t fit in that 
one very well. That is one reason why they built the new 
school,” Kaskin said. “I remember getting kicked out of the 
Bangor library a lot,” he said, adding that he was a typical 
teenager. 

What he learned growing up in Bangor and working hard 
for little pay in a now-defunct shoe factory are skills that he 
has carried with him throughout his long and distinguished 
career. 

“It’s hard to make money,” and resources should not be 
wasted, Kaskin said. “That is what has driven me.” 
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22. 2012 Armed Forces Operational Medicine Symposium 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 27 JUN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Gary Granger Jr., Navy Public Affairs Support 
Element East, Detachment Southeast 

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. -- Hundreds of independent duty 
corpsmen (IDC) and Air Force independent duty medical 
technicians (IDMT) from around the globe attended the 2012 
Armed Forces Operational Medicine Symposium in 
Jacksonville, Fla., June 25. 

Jacksonville in part, was chosen because of the 
outstanding IDC Training program at Naval Hospital (NH) 
Jacksonville. 

The large amount of active duty military, and the many 
retired personnel living in the area also helped sway the 
decision to this location. 

Medical Corps, U.S. Navy Fleet Surgeon United States 
Fleet Forces Command, Rear Adm. William M. Roberts, 
spoke of the importance of taking this time to learn from one 
another to the over 400 in attendance. 

"Jointness is one of the Navy Surgeon General's priorities 
along with value and readiness," said Roberts. "So the 
opportunity for the senior enlisted providers and independent 
practitioners from all the services to dialogue and share their 

best practices, give each other ideas on how to save lives and 
do so in a manner where they are all good stewards of our 
nation’s tax payers. That's an opportunity that this particular 
conference brings to everyone." 

The command master chief of Naval Submarine Medical 
Research Laboratory, Master Chief Hospital Corpsman (SS) 
Darrin Way, said that participants take different information 
away from these types of conferences and use it in the ways 
that best work for them. 

"The importances of this you have a lot more people with 
a lot more resources," said Way. "When we first started doing 
these conferences the Air Force and the Navy didn't 
understand what each other did in medical situations and now 
we've come to the common ground that we know and respect 
what the other does as well as expand on with one another." 

According to Master Chief Hospital Corpsman (SS/SW) 
Craig Soleim, director, Branch Health Clinics for NH 
Jacksonville, a lot of the information covered during the 
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symposium was subject matter review for everyone who has 
been in these types of situations before. 

"The training we're doing is very important," said Soleim. 
"It really enhances the IDC and IDMT capabilities and it 
refreshes our skill sets-something you can lose if you don't use 
them every day. It's also an opportunity to learn the newest 
techniques needed to operate out in the field." 

The Navy Independent Duty Corpsmen Association and 
the Air Force Independent Duty Medical Technician 
Association dedicated this year's conference to the retired, 

present and the future IDCs and IDMTs for their continued 
drive, determination, service and to that record Roberts made 
everlasting remarks. 

"You are all my heroes," said Roberts. "What you do 
every day for soldiers, Sailors, airmen, Marines, Coast 
Guardsmen and anyone else who may come in harm's way is 
absolutely awesome and I salute you all. Please work together 
and continue to keep your patient at the center of your 
universe and continue to think of new ways to heighten 
efficiency and save lives." 
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23. Fort McHenry Culinary Specialist To Be On NBC Sunday 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 27 JUN 12) ... Mike Connors 

A Navy culinary specialist with a ship based in Norfolk 
will appear Sunday on NBC's Today Show. 

Navy Culinary Specialist 1st Class Andrae Keith, from 
the Fort McHenry, will compete in a cook-off against an Army 

specialist, according to a Navy news release. The segment is 
scheduled to air at about 8:45 a.m. 

Keith, who is from Hinesville, Ga., will be preparing ribs 
and a variety of side dishes typical for the July 4 holiday, the 
release said. 
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24. Best Of The Best Military Triathletes Compete In 2012 Armed Forces Triathlon 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 26 JUN 12) ... Kimberly Gearhart, Naval Base Ventura County Public Affairs 

NAVAL BASE VENTURA COUNTY, Calif. -- Service 
members from the U.S. Air Force, Army, Marines and Navy 
competed in the Armed Forces Triathlon Championships June 
23 at Naval Base Ventura County (NBVC), Point Mugu, Calif. 
for a spot in the World Military Triathlon Championships in 
Switzerland in August. 

U.S. competitors were joined by the Canadian military's 
team and several open competitors, swelling the field to more 
than 90 triathletes. 

"Racing against military on a military base is really 
great," said Navy Lt. Nicholas Brown of Navy Facilities 
Engineering Command Headquarters in Washington, D.C., 
one of 64 U.S. service members who competed. "This is my 
third time running this race, and it's always challenging." 

The Armed Forces Triathlon kicked off with a 1,500-
meter swim in the 57-degree water of the Pacific Ocean off 
Point Mugu followed by a 40-kilometer, draft-legal bike race 
and a 10-kilometer run. 

The Canadian team, already selected for the World 
Military Triathlon, used the event to practice drafting as a 
team - and to measure the competition, said Leading Seaman 
Ellen Klein. 

"If we win today, we don't knock any of the U.S. military 
out of the running," Klein said. "Our team is already set." 

Although highly competitive, the various military teams 
worked together, helping one another through rough spots and 
cheering teams across the finish line. 

"It's a very strong field," said Army Lt. Col. Mark Orwat 
of the National Reconnaissance Office in Chantilly, Va. 
"We're all in the same boat, in and out of theater, trying to stay 
in top form. You see the athlete that really has the 
commitment and drive to overcome the challenges of being 
military." 

Crowds of spectators filled the beach at Point Mugu to 
cheer their teams, including Capt. Larry Vasquez, NBVC's 
commanding officer. Vasquez said he believes it is important 
for the Navy to host these sorts of events, both to spotlight 

facilities like Point Mugu, but to show the Navy's commitment 
to physical fitness and healthy lifestyles. 

"The Navy is really beginning to understand a culture of 
fitness," Vasquez said. "Seeing active duty Navy folks who 
have a day job and the dedication it takes to make this team, 
it's important that we recognize not only their service but the 
hard work it takes to participate on this triathlon team." 

For most competitors, this year's Armed Forces Triathlon 
was a repeat performance and their goal was simple: finish 
stronger than last year. 

"I'm recovering from a broken wrist," said Marine Capt. 
Leonie Campbell of the U.S. Naval Academy in Annapolis, 
Md., "but I'm going to finish." Campbell did finish, in eighth 
place for the women, just missing the world team cut-off. 

In the end, the first man out of the water, Army 1st Lt. 
Nicholas Vandam of the 43rd Sustainment Brigade at Fort 
Carson in Colorado Springs, Colo., was the first to cross the 
finish line as well with a time of 1 hour, 45 minutes and 31 
seconds. 

"I came in third last year," he said. Vandam has been 
running in triathlons for 10 years, and began competing for the 
Army since he was in West Point in 2006. 

The next competitor was a full minute and 41 seconds 
behind Vandam. 

"I had a good swim, but really got ahead on the bike," 
Vandam said. "The wind was rough out there, but I did pretty 
well." 

The first place women's competitor was Air Force Capt. 
Kathy Rakel of Luke Air Force Base, Ariz., who finished in 1 
hour, 59 minutes and 54 seconds. This is Rakel's third back-to-
back win at the Armed Forces Triathlon. Quite a feat 
considering less than a month ago she passed out 150 meters 
shy of the finish is another triathlon. 

"It feels great," Rakel said. "Now I've got to let my body 
rest and recover a bit." 

Rakel pulled out of the water in second place, just behind 
a Marine competitor, but managed to get on her bike first 
thanks to a quick change in the first transition. 
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"I just got on the bike and rode," Rakel said. The Air 
Force dominated the women's rankings this year, taking the 
top three slots - half of the available positions for the women's 
world championship team. 

Although the Army took the top two slots for the men, it 
was the Navy team that snagged an equal three slots on the 
men's team. 

For a complete list of winners and times, visit 
www.eternaltiming.com and click on "event results." 

The U.S. military team will travel to Lausanne, 
Switzerland to compete August 26 in the World 17th CISM 
Military Triathlon Championship where they will compete 
with military teams from around the globe. 
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FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
25. U.S. Zaps Target In High-Stakes Missile Shield Test 
(REUTERS 27 JUN 12) ... Jim Wolf 

WASHINGTON - U.S. forces using a new Raytheon Co 
interceptor missile downed another missile in space in a high-
stakes test of a shield built to thwart advancing capabilities of 
countries like North Korea and Iran. 

The mission off Hawaii late Tuesday was against a 
medium-range, separating ballistic missile, the Pentagon's 
Missile Defense Agency said. The mock warhead separated 
from the target's booster section, presenting what is supposed 
to be a more "threat-representative" attack scenario. 

"Initial indications are that all components performed as 
designed resulting in a very accurate intercept," the agency, 
known as MDA, said in a statement Wednesday. 

Richard Lehner, an agency spokesman, declined to say 
whether the drill incorporated any decoys or other so-called 
countermeasures of the type an enemy likely would use to 
confuse the defense. 

"We don't divulge presence of countermeasures in any of 
our missile defense tests," he said by email. 

The new model of Raytheon's Standard Missile-3, dubbed 
Block IB, is the U.S. Navy's newest interceptor of missiles 
that could eventually be tipped with nuclear, chemical or 
biological warheads. 

It is to be put in land-based launchers in Romania in 2015 
as part of President Barack Obama's drive to guard NATO's 
European territory from missiles that could be fired by Iran, 
which is at odds with many countries over its nuclear program. 

The event was the second successful flight test of the new 
interceptor in six weeks after it had failed to hit its target in its 
first attempt in September 2011. 

'Critical Accomplishment' 
It marked a "critical accomplishment" for the current, 

second phase of Obama's so-called Phased Adaptive Approach 
to missile defense in Europe, the MDA said. 

Production of the new model, delayed after the initial 
intercept failure, will start in the fall, Lehner told Reuters on 
Tuesday. 

The outcome marked the 23rd successful intercept in 28 
flight test firings for the overall Lockheed Martin Corp's ship-
based Aegis ballistic missile defense system. 

Aegis is the sea-based leg of a layered U.S. shield that 
also includes some 30 three-stage interceptors in silos in 
Alaska and California in a ground-based program managed by 
Boeing Co. The United States is spending about $10 billion a 
year to develop, test and deploy missile defenses. 

A total of 28 specially equipped Aegis warships - 24 in 
the U.S. Navy and four in the Japanese Maritime Self-Defense 
Force - now have the capability to engage ballistic missiles 
and perform long-range surveillance and tracking missions. 
The number of such ships is expected to rise to 36 by 2014. 

At 11:15 p.m. Hawaii Standard Time on Tuesday (0915 
GMT Wednesday), the target missile was launched from the 
Pacific Missile Range Facility on Kauai, Hawaii, MDA said. 

The USS LAKE ERIE, positioned off the coast of Hawaii, 
tracked it with onboard radar and launched the interceptor in 
response. 

Using only the force of a direct impact, it collided with 
and destroyed the target in space in a so-called hit-to-kill 
intercept. 

The SM-3 is used to destroy short- to intermediate-range 
ballistic missiles. The newest model incorporates an enhanced 
two-color infrared seeker and a mechanism that uses short 
bursts of precision propulsion to steer the missile toward 
incoming targets. 

The target in the test, with a substantial range using a 
second, separating stage, reflects the capabilities already in 
Iranian and North Korean arsenals, said Riki Ellison, a 
prominent U.S. missile-defense advocate who watched the test 
from Kauai. 

Taylor Lawrence, president of Raytheon's Missile 
Systems unit, said test scenarios would increase in complexity 
"as we demonstrate the full capability of the SM-3 Block IB 
against more advanced threats." 
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26. Sea-Based Missile Defense Test Successful, Pentagon Says 
(DEFENSE DAILY 28 JUN 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

The Pentagon's Missile Defense Agency has conducted a 
successful test of the sea-based missile defense system, 
scoring the second intercept in the last two months with an 
upgraded Aegis Ballistic Missile Defense system and the latest 
interceptor. 

The Missile Defense Agency along with the Navy carried 
out the test over the Pacific Ocean early Wednesday morning 

Eastern Standard Time. The USS Lake Erie (CG-70) 
Ticonderoga -class cruiser launched the Raytheon-built Block 
1B version of the Standard Missile-3 in response to the firing 
of the target from the Pacific Missile Range in Kauai, Hawaii. 

"Initial indications are that all components performed as 
designed resulting in a very accurate intercept," the MDA 
said. 
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It was the second test of Lockheed Martin's upgraded 
Aegis BMD 4.0.1 system that is at the cornerstone of sea-
based missile defense. 

The first one took place May 9, which also marked the 
first success with the SM-3 Block 1B. That missile missed the 
target during its first test in September. 

"This is the second of three Aegis BMD tests this year--
all of which will evaluate enhanced capabilities and functions 
of the system within increasingly challenging scenarios," Nick 
Bucci, Lockheed Martin's director of BMD development 
programs, said. 

The Missile Defense Agency said it was the 23 rd 
successful intercept of the Aegis BMD program out of 28 
tries. 

Aegis BMD is at the center of the Obama administration's 
missile defense plan for Europe known as the European 
Phased Adaptive Approach, which calls for defending the 
continent with the sea-based system and later extending it to 
land. "Aegis ashore" is scheduled to be deployed in Romania 
in 2015. 

The Aegis BMD 4.0.1 upgrades enhance the system's 
ability to engage longer range and more sophisticated ballistic 
missile, MDA has said. 

Lockheed Martin has said the second generation 4.0.1 
Aegis version contains a new signal processor for improving 
target identification. The configuration is operational on two 
Navy ships, the company said. 

Most of the Navy fleet of Ticonderoga-class (CG-47) 
cruisers and Arleigh Burke-class (DDG-51) destroyers 
equipped with Aegis BMD deploy the 3.6.1 version and the 
SM-3 Block IA interceptor missile. 

The new Block 1B missile features a two-color infrared 
seeker that improves sensitivity for longer-range target 
acquisition and high-speed processing for target 
discrimination. It also has an upgraded onboard signal 
processor and a more flexible throttle control to maneuver it to 
the target. 

Lockheed Martin is also set to upgrade the cruisers and 
destroyers with the Multi-Mission Signal Processor (MMSP), 
which will effectively combine the Aegis Combat System for 
theater air warfare with Aegis BMD, allowing the vessels to 
carry out both missions. 

The USS Chancellorsville (CG-62) and USS John Paul 
Jones (DDG-53) will be the first two vessels to be upgraded 
with the MMSP this year, and the John Finn (DDG-113) will 
be first new ship to arrive in the fleet with the new capability. 
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27. Panetta, Kendall Request MEADS Support From Key Senators 
(DEFENSE DAILY 28 JUN 12) ... Ann Roosevelt 

Secretary of Defense Leon Panetta and Under Secretary 
of Defense for Acquisition Technology and Logistics Frank 
Kendall have written key senators asking for their support for 
Fiscal Year 2013 funding to complete U.S. obligations in the 
Medium Extended Air Defense System (MEADS) program. 

There have been a recent series of letters from U.S., 
German and Italian leaders in support of the program. 
MEADS is a tri-national effort among the United States, 
Germany and Italy, led by prime contractor MEADS 
International, a multinational joint venture with major partners 
MBDA in Italy, LFK in Germany and Lockheed Martin in the 
United States. 

To the Chairman of the Senate Appropriations 
Committee, Sen. Daniel Inouye (D-Hawaii), Panetta wrote 
urging FY '13 funding to complete the MEADS Design and 
Development Proof of Concept effort with partners Germany 
and Italy. The Defense Department seeks $400.9 million to 
"honor the final year of our MEADS D&D Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) commitment to complete the 
development phase as planned." 

In the June 26 letter, Panetta wrote, "Failure to fund our 
FY 2013 commitment will be viewed by our allies as reneging 
on our promises." 

The secretary pointed out that leaders at the NATO 
Summit in May reached consensus to operationalize ballistic 
missile defense, "a major achievement of U.S. policy; a 
decision by Congress to prohibit any additional funding for 
MEADS at this late date would diminish the consensus 
reached in Chicago." 

The United States relies on its allies and it's important to 
live up to commitments to those allies, he wrote. "Failure to 
meet our MEADS MOU FY 

2013 funding obligations could negatively affect allied 
willingness to join future cooperative endeavors, bilaterally or 
through NATO, that have been strongly supported by the 
Administration and Congress at a time when cooperation 
through concepts such as Smart Defense is critical to ensuring 
NATO and its members are developing needed capabilities for 
the future," the letter said. 

And, that failure to fund the effort would likely lead to a 
dispute, while full funding could "ensure that the United States 
receives a return on its (eight)-year investment in the form of a 
data archival package for future potential use on other U.S. air 
and missile defense improvements." 

Panetta wrote: "We must act now to avoid a situation that 
would cause harm to our relationships with two of our closest 
allies." 

The letter also went to Thad Cochran (R-Miss.), SAC vice 
chairman. 

Separately, Kendall expressed similar thoughts as he 
wrote to Sen. Richard Shelby (R-Ala.), who supports 
continued MEADS funding, asking for continued support of 
the tri national program that also achieves the larger strategic 
goal of improving NATO missile defense. 

Kendall also answered questions raised in Shelby's June 
14 letter to the Defense Secretary. High on the list, Shelby 
asked specifically what the consequences would be if 
Congress did not fund the final U.S. obligation. 

There would be six primary consequences, Kendall wrote, 
starting with likely a MoU dispute with Germany and Italy 
that would likely assert that DoD should be subject to 
financial liability for any contract termination of termination 
costs. 
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Additionally, Germany and Italy would potentially seek 
other solutions for upgrading their air and missile defense 
architectures. 

Too, Germany and Italy would be "less likely to make 
national contributions to NATO territorial missile defense and 
the U.S. ability to argue for 'Smart Defense' solutions for 
defense cooperation and burden sharing in which nations work 
together to reduce costs, will be undermined." 

Also, current and future cooperative efforts could be 
harmed, including ongoing cooperative acquisitions and 
purchase of U.S. defense equipment. 

Another consequence would be that the three nations 
would fail to realize the benefits of the more than $4 billion 
investment already made in MEADS. 

Shelby, ranking member on the Banking, Housing and 
Urban Affairs Committee and member of the Appropriations 
Committee, also asked if DoD would have to invest more 
money in similar technologies already developed by MEADS 
if the U.S. abandoned the program and is unable to harvest 
technologies. 

Kendall said DoD "intends to use MEADS-matured 
technology data packages to inform future Army and Missile 
Defense developments." The three nations want the results of 
the Proof of Concept effort. 

"Without the results of the Proof of Concept, DoD (and 
the other Participants) would either forego consideration of 
these new capabilities, be forced to re-invest at a later date to 
obtain the design, integration, performance and testing 
information of pay for new development efforts to obtain the 
desired capability," Kendall wrote. 

However, completed technical data packages would allow 
multiple contracting opportunities, provide a knowledge base 
for decisions impacting air and missile defense investments, 
and save taxpayer dollars. 

Finally, Kendall said, "It is important to live up to that 
commitment which will enable Germany and Italy to develop 
a capability that will be a direct benefit to the U.S. in 
protecting our troops overseas. 
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28. Hill Ramps Up Pressure For Admin To Explain Pending DoD Cuts 
(DEFENSE DAILY 28 JUN 12) ... Emelie Rutherford 

Lawmakers increased pressure yesterday on the White 
House to spell out how automatic budget cuts would impact 
the Pentagon next year, by advancing new legislation and 
calling the president's budget chief to testify before Congress. 

Republicans and Democrats on the House Budget 
Committee unanimously approved yesterday the Sequestration 
Transparency Act of 2012. Like similar bipartisan legislation 
in the Senate, the bill calls for President Barack Obama's 
administration to share with Congress how it would 
implement the first year of so-called sequestration cuts, which 
could reduce defense and non-defense spending by $1.2 
trillion over the next decade, starting next January. The 
defense cut is projected to total $500 billion. 

Multiple groups of lawmakers are meeting behind closed 
doors on alternate budget-cutting plans to stop the 
sequestration reductions, which would total $109 billion 
divided between defense and non-defense spending in 2013, 
the first year. 

The House Budget Committee plan, crafted by Chairman 
Paul Ryan (R-Wis.), calls for Obama to report to Congress 
within 30 days of the bill's enactment on how specific 
spending accounts would be slashed if the sequestration cuts 
are not stopped. 

While the cuts are designed to be across-the-board, some 
aspects of the Pentagon budget are exempt. The White House's 
Office of Management and Budget (OMB) also has flexibility 
in how granular the cuts would be, and can decide if they 
would impact specific items or more-broad budget accounts. 

Mackenzie Eaglen, a fellow at the conservative American 
Enterprise Institute, said yesterday the House panel's approval 
of the sequestration-information legislation is significant, 
considering senators have offered similar proposals. 

"It's significant because it means it's bicameral and 
bipartisan that all members of Congress are concerned at the 
lack of planning by OMB and the Department of Defense," 
Eaglen told Defense Daily. 

Defense Secretary Leon Panetta, who like Obama does 
not support the sequestration cuts, has said the Pentagon will 
not do any contingency planning for the sequestration cuts 
until directed to do so by OMB. He has said he could receive 
such an order from OMB this summer, and Eaglen predicted it 
will come in July or August. 

Eaglen, speaking after a Capitol Hill event on 
sequestration sponsored by the Aerospace Industries 
Association, argued the Pentagon has to start planning as soon 
as possible, noting the complexity of the defense budget. 

"It's not as simple as cutting evenly all program budgets 
and activities," she said. "Each (military) service budgets 
differently....So that's why (the Department of Defense) DoD 
has to start the planning, because there are going to be 
tradeoffs. There really isn't truly a blind meat axe (for making 
uniform cuts across the defense budget) in its execution as 
much as we think that it is. It's messy, it's not universal within 
the Department of Defense. It actually will require some 
decision making on the part of leadership." 

She added that even if Congress stops the sequestration 
cuts, any alternate plan would likely include some defense 
cuts, and thus planning the cuts now will help the Pentagon 
implement them quickly. 

Many observers say the Pentagon is not planning for the 
sequestration cuts now because once they're on paper they 
would be more acceptable and thus more likely. 

The Senate adopted an amendment to the so-called farm 
bill last week from Sens. John McCain (R-Ariz.) and Patty 
Murray (D-Wash.) requiring multiple levels of disclosure on 
the sequestration cuts; those include a report from the 
Pentagon by Aug. 15 on the impact of the $500 billion in cuts 
and additional reports from the White House's Office of 
Management and Budget and Obama with more details on the 
overall sequestration reductions. McCain has pledged to offer 
the amendment to any additional legislation the Senate 
advances, until it is approved. 
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"We'll keep putting it on bills until it takes effect," 
McCain told reporters Tuesday. "We have to have that 
information." 

The SASC approved a similar provision in the fiscal year 
2013 defense authorization bill it approved May 24. The 
committee's version calls for the defense secretary to report by 
Aug. 15 on the impact the sequestration cuts would have on 
the military starting in fiscal year 2013. 

Meanwhile, House Armed Services Committee (HASC) 
Chairman Howard "Buck" McKeon (R-Calif.) sent a letter 
yesterday requesting White House Budget Director Jeffrey 
Zeints testify on July 18 about the impacts of the sequestration 
cuts on defense spending. 

"Given the apparent impasse, it is appropriate to provide 
information to members of Congress, industry, and the public 
about the administration's interpretation of the law and how 
sequestration would be implemented mechanically," McKeon 
wrote. "At a minimum, this information is critical for 
planning, and perhaps the additional insight into the realities 
of sequestration will incentivize all parties to offer alternative 
deficit reduction plans." 

The HASC also invited defense company executives and 
Pentagon officials to testify before it about sequestration on 
July 18. 
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29. U.S. Defense Cut Could Cost Billions To Implement 
(REUTERS 27 JUN 12) ... Andrea Shalal-Esa 

WASHINGTON -- The Pentagon may have to pay 
billions of dollars in termination fees and other contract 
penalties if Congress does not stop $500 billion in automatic 
defense spending cuts due to take effect on January 2, a top 
weapons industry executive said on Wednesday. 

Sean O'Keefe, chief executive of the North American unit 
of Europe's EADS, said U.S. defense officials were starting to 
assess added costs that might be triggered by the automatic 
cuts required under "sequestration," although they have not 
begun detailed planning for the across-the-board cuts. 

O'Keefe, current chairman of the National Defense 
Industrial Association trade group, was one of a number of 
industry executives who met with Defense Secretary Leon 
Panetta and other top Pentagon officials on Tuesday to discuss 
the budget cuts. 

Most procurement contracts have clauses requiring 
termination fees that help companies cover initial investments 
in tooling for new weapons programs and initial materials 
costs, but industry executives say those fees will not do much 
to ease the longer-term pain of the cuts facing the industry. 

O'Keefe has a unique perspective on the current budget 
uncertainty after presiding over a similarly chaotic budget 
process -- albeit on a smaller scale -- in 1989 while serving as 
the Pentagon's chief financial officer. 

In that case, which resulted in a defense spending cut of 
less than one percent, the Pentagon wound up paying nearly as 
much in termination fees, penalties for late payments and 
employee furlough provisions as it saved over all, O'Keefe 
said. 

This time, he said the costs "will easily be in the billions 
range," although he said it was still unclear if the penalties for 
breaking multiyear contracts and other deals with suppliers 
and workers would reach the double-digit billion-dollar range. 

The budget cuts have gotten increasing attention from 
U.S. lawmakers in recent weeks amid urgent warnings from 
arms companies and military officials about the devastating 
impact on national security and the weapons industry. 

Lockheed Martin Corp Chief Executive Bob Stevens and 
other executives say they may have to warn hundreds of 
thousands of employees as early as October about possible 
layoffs under a federal law that requires 60 to 90 days notice 
of big job cuts. 

O'Keefe declined to give details of Tuesday's meeting 
with Panetta, but said top U.S. defense officials appeared to be 

keenly aware of the complexity of executing the additional 
cuts, and were trying to assess or project the expected level of 
termination fees and other penalties they might incur. 

"They're estimating what they believe to be a reasonable 
margin ... or reserve that would have to be set aside in order to 
accommodate for those kind of events," O'Keefe said. He said 
defense officials had not provided any estimates of the costs. 

O'Keefe joined Stevens, General Dynamics Corp. Chief 
Executive Jay Johnson, and Linda Hudson, chief executive of 
the U.S. unit of BAE Systems, for the meeting with Panetta, 
Deputy Defense Secretary Ashton Carter, Pentagon 
acquisition chief Frank Kendall and Comptroller Bob Hale at 
the Pentagon on Tuesday afternoon, according to multiple 
sources. 

Executives from Northrop Grumman Corp., Boeing Co., 
and other companies participated in a separate meeting with 
defense officials earlier in the day, they said. 

Pentagon Press Secretary George Little declined to give 
details of the discussions, but confirmed that Panetta met with 
a number of defense industry executives on Tuesday as part of 
"an ongoing dialogue with our defense partners." 

He said all sides agreed that "sequestration would be 
devastating to the U.S. military and perhaps to the industrial 
base," but said the Defense Department was not yet planning 
how to implement the cuts, which would come on top of $487 
billion in cuts already planned over the next decade. 

A defense official said Panetta and the industry experts 
briefly touched on possible impacts to corporate contracts, but 
no requests or agreements were made on those issues. 

O'Keefe said Panetta was well-positioned to deal with the 
situation as a former director of the White House Office of 
Management and Budget, lawmaker and White House Chief 
of Staff. 

He declined to give details from Tuesday's meeting, but 
said Panetta had publicly and repeatedly underscored the 
devastating consequences sequestration posed for U.S. 
national security and the broader U.S. economy. 

Panetta is expected to raise his concerns at a cabinet 
meeting on Thursday, according to another source familiar 
with the meeting, noting that the impact of the automatic 
budget cuts on other government agencies had been largely 
overlooked so far. 

The White House this week urged Congress to take 
bipartisan action and find $1.2 trillion in other cuts to avert the 
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mandatory cuts required under the Budget Control Act, which 
include about $500 billion in cuts to defense spending, and 
similar cuts to other discretionary spending accounts. 

At Tuesday's meeting, industry executives said some 
Pentagon program managers were already slowing down 
progress payments and other contracting actions as they 
braced for sequestration, according to two sources familiar 
with the meetings. 

The executives also quizzed defense officials on how to 
factor the budget cuts into their proposals for any ongoing 
competitions, noting that different approaches to the risks 
could result in widely varying cost estimates. 

Many big contractors are also keeping a wary eye on their 
small- and mid-sized suppliers, which may be particularly 
hard hit by the downturn in defense spending. 
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30. Pentagon’s Bloated Supply Chain Targeted for Savings 
(NATIONAL DEFENSE 27 JUN 12) ... Sandra Erwin 

The U.S. military buys, stores and maintains supply 
stocks that it does not need. It operates too many warehouses 
that have questionable utility. And it often overpays for goods 
that can be purchased for less at regular stores. 

In Pentagon lingo, these are the “back end” costs of 
military operations that have risen unchecked for decades. 

The Willie Sutton principle applies to defense logistics: 
It’s where the money is. A report by Deloitte Consulting LLP 
estimated that yearly military spending on maintenance of 
equipment, with associated supplies and transportation, is 
upwards of $150 billion — about $80 billion for weapons 
maintenance and $70 billion for supplies and spare parts. 

The officer who oversees a major portion of the 
Pentagon’s logistics business says there is no easy way to 
control these runaway costs. 

“That’s a tough one,” says Vice Adm. Mark Harnitchek, 
director of the Defense Logistics Agency, in Fort Belvoir, Va. 

Only six months since taking over DLA, Harnitchek has 
directed the agency to shave $10 billion in costs over the next 
five years. Most of DLA’s expenses — about $46 billion last 
fiscal year — are straight purchases of stuff. Overhead costs 
are about five billion a year. 

“Our theme for the [fiscal year 2014] program budget 
review is to reduce cost and improve support,” Harnitchek 
tells reporters June 27 at a breakfast meeting. 

Bloated inventories, rather than staff, will be targeted for 
savings. None of the agency’s 27,000 civilian employees are 
being laid off, says Harnitchek. 

Achieving the $10 billion savings goal “is going to be a 
challenge,” he says. Reductions in the demand for supplies — 
which predominantly is driven by military deployments — 
will not be counted in the savings. A DLA warehouse in 
Kuwait that is scheduled to be shut down in February, for 
instance, will save $90 million a year but will not be part of 
the $10 billion target, says Harnitchek. 

Overbuying supplies is not unusual in the U.S. military, 
but with the Pentagon under pressure to cut spending, the 
culture of plenty is becoming unaffordable, he says. DLA has 
almost as large an infrastructure today as it did in 1992 when 
the agency was assigned responsibility for distributing 
supplies to all branches of the military. “We were in 26 places 
in 1992. We’re still in 26 places in 2012,” says Harnitchek. 
“We have less square footage but we are still in 26 places.” 

Unnecessary supply stocks are a huge financial drain, he 
says. “We need to do a better job buying inventory. We buy 
way too much inventory that we don’t use, and we keep it too 
long.” 

Food items and pharmaceutical products are examples of 
inventories that the Defense Department must shed, 
Harnitchek says. Supplies that are easily obtainable from 
commercial companies will no longer be stockpiled by DLA, 
he adds. “We manage a lot of inventory that could be 
purchased at Lowe’s or Home Depot … Why spend $11 to 
manage a bag of nuts that costs 75 cents?” 

More savings also could be squeezed from fuel purchases, 
Harnitchek says. The Defense Department spends about $15 
billion a year on fuel, and consumes on average 130 million 
barrels of oil per year. DLA is studying ways to better time the 
market to it purchases fuel when prices are lower. Currently 
fuel buys are made based on demand. 

Another means of cutting cost will be to better manage 
contractors. Lax management contributed to $750 million 
worth of disputed charges by Supreme Foodservice, a 
company that supplies food to U.S. troops in Afghanistan. 
Harnitchek says DLA has recouped $87 million so far, and 
negotiations with the firm continue. Although he has no 
knowledge of whether the charges were fraudulent, 
Harnitchek recognizes that DLA is partly to blame for not 
properly overseeing additional requirements — such as food 
airlift services — that were requested from the contractor and 
for which the company claimed higher costs than had been 
originally estimated. 

When buying commodities such as spare parts, DLA 
plans to expand the use of reverse auctions, where suppliers 
bid against one another, says Harnitchek. “It works pretty well 
in areas where you have a lot of competition,” he says. 
Estimated savings range from 5 to 20 percent. 

Many of the spare parts the military needs, however, are 
not available commercially or are technologically obsolete. 
The way to handle that is to make the manufacturers 
responsible for supplying those components under 
“performance based logistics” contracts, says Harnitchek. 

Contracting problems aside, military analysts have 
blamed the Pentagon’s rising logistics costs on practices that 
are rooted in the Cold War way of doing business. The 
Defense Department measures the performance of its logistics 
system in “customer wait-time,” a term that describes how 
long troops have to wait to receive parts or supplies they 
requested. As a result, supplies are ordered multiple times, just 
in case previous orders get delayed in the transportation 
pipeline. The Pentagon in the mid-1990s sought a more 
efficient Wal-Mart style “just in time logistics” supply system, 
but that didn’t work either because the Pentagon cannot 
accurately predict consumption and respond to supply requests 
on short notice. 
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BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
31. War Of 1812 Battles To Be Reenacted On Boston Harbor Next Week 
(BOSTON GLOBE 28 JUN 12) ... Alli Knothe 

You may have missed the War of 1812, but spectators 
will have the chance to watch mock naval battles between two 
replica tall ships from that era in Boston Harbor next week. 

Both the Privateer Lynx and the Pride of Baltimore II will 
likely fly the American flag — so neither has to play the role 
of the bad guy — while trying to force the other to surrender, 
said Jeffrey Woods, executive director for the Lynx 
Educational Foundation, which operates the privateer. 

The ships will be carrying real guns and though they will 
not use ammunition, the gunpowder “packs a wallop — a big 
bang and a lot of smoke,” Woods said. 

Privateers were independently owned ships authorized by 
the government during wartime to battle and capture enemy 
vessels. Woods said that during these battles, the ship’s crew 
tried to force the other to give up. The victor then took control 

of the losing ship and sold the vessel, its contents, and its 
crew. 

People can either purchase tickets ($75 for adults, $50 for 
children) to be on the ships or can watch from Fan Pier in the 
Seaport district during the hour-long battles. 

Paying customers will be treated toa 2½-hour cruise, 
which will include the battle. Those on the trip will also learn 
about the vessels and participate in activities, including 
loading the guns. 

The cruises will start at 2 p.m. The battles will start at 
about 2:45 p.m. on July 1, 2, and 3 and will last an hour. 

When docked, the ships will be open for public tours. 
The Privateer Lynx will also make a grand entrance to 

Boston at noon Friday, firing a salute from its guns as it 
approaches Fan Pier. 
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32. First Of The Blue Angels Arrives For Show 
(PORTSMOUTH (NH) HERALD 27 JUN 12) ... Joey Cresta 

PORTSMOUTH — The U.S. Navy's Blue Angels are 
back to soaring in Seacoast skies. 

Blue Angel 7 roared into Portsmouth at about 4:45 p.m. 
Tuesday, breaking through cloud cover and attracting the eyes 
of those who were awaiting its arrival and motorists leaving 
the Pease International Tradeport at the end of their work day. 
The blue and yellow F/A-18 Hornet arrived ahead of this 
weekend's Service Credit Union Boston-Portsmouth Air 
Show. 

The six other Blue Angels are scheduled to arrive at the 
Portsmouth International Airport at Pease at 5:30 p.m. today. 
The Blue Angels C-130 "Fat Albert," an aircraft that carries 
spare parts and equipment for the flight demonstration 
squadron, is set to arrive at 4:30 p.m. 

This was the first time Blue Angel 7 Lt. Mark Tedrow 
flew into Portsmouth since November, when a meeting was 
held with event organizers to plan for a successful and safe air 
show. 

The Blue Angels last performed in Portsmouth two years 
ago at the air show. Last year, the U.S. Air Force 
Thunderbirds performed. 

Ten-year-old John Duxbury, of West Newbury, Mass., 
waited near the Pease Golf Course with his father Tuesday 
afternoon to catch a glimpse of Blue Angel 7. The boy said he 
saw both the Blue Angels and the Thunderbirds perform over 
the past two years and could not decide which one he 
preferred. 

His father, also named John, said he prefers the look of 
the F/A-18 Hornet to the Thunderbird's F-16 fighter jet, but 
added both squadrons put on a good show. 

"I like both of them, honestly," he said. 

The Duxburys said the past two air shows have not 
satiated their aviation appetites, and they want more. The 
younger Duxbury said he is actually more excited this year 
because some friends will be attending with him. 

"I don't want to ruin it for them, so I'm just letting them 
figure it out," he said, when asked what he has told them about 
the show. 

Tuesday's arrival of Blue Angel 7 marked just the 
beginning of nearly a week of aviation entertainment on the 
Seacoast. The Angels will conduct walkdown and circle 
maneuvers at 11:45 a.m., 12:45 p.m. and 2:45 p.m. Thursday 
and will be part of practice demonstrations by all air show 
performers Friday. 

Other air show performers include the Black Diamond Jet 
Team, the U.S. Army Parachute Team Golden Knights, air 
show legend Sean D. Tucker, aerobatic superstar Michael 
Goulian and wing walker Jane Wicker. 

In addition to their duties at the show, the Blue Angels 
also will be speaking with Portsmouth High School students 
Friday morning, said Holly Forbes, commanding officer for a 
Naval Sea Cadet unit. 

All of those who turn out this weekend will help support 
numerous agencies. The air show's producers are the Daniel 
Webster Council Boy Scouts of America and the Brain Injury 
Association of New Hampshire. The organizations, along with 
more than 30 other local not-for-profit groups, will benefit 
from the show. 

On Sunday, the air show will host the VW Pull for 
Wounded Warriors. The VW pull, described as a "giant tug-
of-war" in which teams of up to 25 members pull an aircraft 
weighing more than 130,000 pounds, will raise funds for the 
Brain Injury Association of New Hampshire. 
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33. Sailors Send Repaired Bikes To Africa 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 27 JUN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Caitlin Conroy, Navy Public Affairs Support 
Element-East Detachment Europe 

NAPLES, Italy -- Sailors at Naval Support Activity 
(NSA) Naples participated in a two-day community 
engagement project repairing bicycles to donate to the Ivory 
Coast in Africa. 

Roughly 100 bikes ranging from small to large sizes were 
rounded up via donations from around the base and brought to 
a central location at NSA Naples Support Site to be fixed. 

"This was a great way to do something I love while 
contributing to a worthy cause," said NSA Naples Command 
Master Chief (SW) Charles Collins, who has been repairing 
bikes since he was a child. "We started out with 105 
dilapidated bikes and will get at least 50 to 60 in good 
working condition to ship to the Ivory Coast." 

The efforts took place over the course of two days and 
had approximately 10 volunteers from various local 
commands. 

"We fixed up as many bikes as possible to donate to the 
Ivory Coast of Africa, mainly to help kids who have to travel 
long distances for school and who have been unable to go to 
school because of the distance," said Religious Program 
Specialist Seaman Jocelyn Morales, a visiting Navy Reservist. 
"Our goal was to give them a usable bike." 

The outreach allowed volunteers to contribute to a worthy 
cause, and at the end of the two days 68 bicycles were in good 
working condition. 

"It was very rewarding to be part of this event," said 
Morales. "Not only did we help our command but we also 
helped people in need. I'm really happy that I was able to be 
here, this was a great experience." 

View Clip (RT: 1:01) 
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34. Navy To Reveal Findings On Virginia Beach Jet Crash 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 28 JUN 12) ... Kate Wiltrout 

The Navy will reveal the results of its investigation into 
the April 6 jet crash in Virginia Beach, the service said in a 
news release. 

Rear Adm. Ted Branch, commander of Naval Air Force 
Atlantic, will brief reporters at Oceana Naval Air Station on 
Monday. 

The crash occurred shortly after an F/A-18 Hornet took 
off from the air station on a training flight. Both pilots ejected 

before the jet slammed into the parking lot of the Mayfair 
Mews apartment complex, then plowed into a building. No 
one was killed or seriously injured. 

Branch will discuss the findings of the judge advocate 
general manual of investigation. A safety investigation is also 
underway, but the results of safety investigations typically are 
not publicly released. 
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NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
35. In Grapevine, Panetta Calls Education Of Military Children A Matter Of National Security 
(FORT WORTH STAR-TELEGRAM 27 JUN 12) ... Chris Vaughn 

GRAPEVINE -- Forty-four percent of the men and 
women in the armed forces are moms or dads. 

One and a half million of their children are school-age. 
Their education isn't just important for their own well-being. It 
is also a matter of "national security" because it is crucial to 
attracting and retaining an all-volunteer force, according to 
Defense Secretary Leon Panetta, who spoke Wednesday at the 
Gaylord Texan Resort & Convention Center. 

"The bottom line is that our military is better able to 
defend the country when we address the long-term educational 
needs of their children," Panetta said in an opening speech at 
the two-day national conference of the Military Child 
Education Coalition. 

The coalition, a nonprofit based in Harker Heights, 
outside Fort Hood, was formed 15 years ago by former Killeen 
Assistant Superintendent Mary M. Keller to help teachers, 
counselors, social workers and other professionals address the 
particular challenges of military children. It has also raised the 
children's profile within the Defense Department and Capitol 
Hill. 

Its success is visible not only in Panetta's visit Wednesday 
but also in the surprising number of high-level guests he led. 
Army Gen. Martin Dempsey, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of 

Staff, spoke later Wednesday afternoon, as did his wife, 
Deanie. 

Today, Army Gen. Raymond Odierno, Air Force Gen. 
Norton Schwartz, Navy Adm. Jonathan Greenert and Air 
National Guard Gen. Craig McKinley, all chiefs of their 
services, are scheduled to participate in a round-table 
discussion. 

Never have so many heavy hitters spoken at one of the 
coalition's conferences. 

"In my 20 years in Congress, I had hundreds of lobbyists 
come into my office, but few of them ever lobbied for military 
kids," said coalition board member Chet Edwards, who 
represented Central Texas in the House. "That's exactly what 
MCEC does. And it shows the great respect they have in the 
Pentagon that so many of its top leaders have shown up here." 

Panetta said military children face enough challenges in 
peacetime. The children of a career service member will move 
an average of eight times during their school years. They will 
spend long periods away from their parents, and they will 
move between school systems that differ in quality, he said. 

But the demands of the last decade at war in Iraq and 
Afghanistan, including thousands of children who have buried 
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a parent or had a parent return with disabilities, have made life 
tougher for them, he said. 

"The last decade of war has placed a heavy burden on 
those who have served, but it has also placed a heavy burden 
on their children as well," Panetta said. "... These sacrifices, 
large and small, take a toll on military children over time. But 
one thing that military parents should never have to sacrifice is 
the education of their children." 

The coalition provides schools, parents, physicians, 
counselors, parents and students with tools and resources for 
dealing with those issues. 

Carol Ormand, a 10th-grade English teacher at Belton 
High School, has a lifetime of relevant experience. She is a 
Marine Corps "brat," is married to a Fort Hood-based soldier 
and is the mother of a young Sailor. 

She said the coalition has been invaluable to her in 
helping some of the 226 military teenagers at Belton High, 
where she coordinates a peer support group. 

"They've taught me how to recognize those kids who may 
be struggling and how to connect those kids together," said 
Ormand, who was at the conference. "Sometimes the last thing 
a struggling kid wants to hear from is another adult. But just 
connecting them to another kid who has been there, done that 
really helps them understand they're not alone." 

Besides the coalition's work, Panetta said, the Defense 
Department has placed a high priority on getting states to sign 

a compact to alleviate problems with course credits, 
extracurricular eligibility and immunizations when military 
children move between states. Forty-three states, including 
Texas, have signed it. 

The Defense Department is also awarding $60 million to 
public schools on military bases, including at Fort Bliss in El 
Paso, and tens of millions of dollars more in the coming years 
to improve services and facilities used by large numbers of 
military children. He said the Pentagon is also modernizing 
and improving the schools that it runs. 

"In equipping our military children with the best 
education, the best knowledge, the best skills they need for the 
future, the department is investing in its own future," he said. 
"Many of these young men and women will follow in the 
tracks of their parents and join the military themselves." 

That the defense secretary is even talking about military 
children seemed unimaginable when Patty Shinseki was a 
young Army wife during the Vietnam War. Shinseki, a 
coalition board member, is the wife of Veterans Affairs 
Secretary Eric Shinseki, a former Army chief of staff. 

"We did not have any of this," she said. "I have seen it 
evolve over time, and what I see now is wonderful. But there 
are many more things that need to be done. We need to keep 
focusing on what is best for the kids." 
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36. Dempseys Discuss Challenges, Benefits Of Military Moves 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 27 JUN 12) ... Lisa Daniel 

GRAPEVINE, Texas – The frequent relocations common 
to military life may be challenging to families, but they also 
are one way children become resilient and adaptable -- 
attributes critical to the military of the future, the chairman of 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff said here today. 

Army Gen. Martin E. Dempsey made the comments as 
part of an informal “fireside chat” at the National Military 
Child Education Coalition’s 14th national training seminar. He 
was joined by his wife, Deanie, and retired Army Col. Jack 
Jacobs, a Medal of Honor recipient and vice chairman of the 
Medal of Honor Foundation, who asked the couple broad 
questions about today’s military. 

The Dempseys moved 22 times in 36 years of service, 
they said, and all three of their children have served in the 
Army. 

“In some ways, it is a burden,” the general said, “but it 
also is how our kids become resilient and adaptable. Part of 
being adaptable is being introduced to unfamiliar 
circumstances.” 

It is those attributes that the military is “really going to 
need,” Dempsey said, “because we never [predict] the future 
right. 

“In some ways, the military profession and its values and 
the versatility you have to have as a military family is really 
quite strengthening,” he added. 

That resilience and adaptability starts with how parents 
handle the moves with their children, Mrs. Dempsey said. “It 
starts with the family and if you make each move an adventure 
-- and you’ve got to really sell some places,” she said, drawing 
laughter from the audience. 

Also, “it’s the fraternity of the military family,” she said. 
“You can say [to the kids], ‘You will make new friends,’ or 
‘You’ll be with Johnny and Susie from two moves ago.’” 

Many military children grow up to enter the military 
themselves, Mrs. Dempsey noted. 

“If it were that bad, they wouldn’t serve, too,” she said. 
Military families also have more support than ever, the 

Dempseys said. As demands on military families skyrocketed 
after the 9/11 attacks and through 10 years of war, Americans 
have responded, many through public-private partnerships, 
which the chairman described as the best form of support. He 
credited the nonprofit education coalition as being one 
example of such support. 

The chairman also credited the “Joining Forces” 
campaign created last year by First Lady Michelle Obama and 
Dr. Jill Biden, wife of Vice President Joe Biden, for its efforts 
to raise public awareness of military families’ challenges and 
sacrifices and to call on all sectors of society to support them. 

Such organizations are “making a difference,” Dempsey 
said. 

“This is about public-private partnerships. This is not the 
government imposing the idea that we should take care of 
service members and their families,” he said. “It’s about the 
government advocating that [support of military members and 
their families], and about the people of the United States’ 
communities and corporations stepping up. 

“That’s partly a reflection of what we’ve asked our 
service members and their families to step up and do in these 
past 10 years, which is remarkable,” he added. 
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It also has helped, Mrs. Dempsey said, that there are 
many more programs today to help military families, and 
fewer divisions among rank. 

“It used to be that officers and enlisted wives were 
separate,” she said. “At the end of the day, we’re all military 
spouses and we all just want them home.” 
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37. Congress Honors First Black Marines 
The Congressional Gold Medal was awarded to hundreds of black Marines who trained at Montford Point, 
N.C., in the 1940s. 
(MCCLATCHY NEWS SERVICE 28 JUN 12) ... Alex Kane Rudansky, 

WASHINGTON — When James Wilson enlisted in the 
U.S. Marine Corps 65 years ago, he didn’t know he was 
making history by becoming one of the first black Americans 
to join. 

“I wanted to do something for my country,” said Wilson, 
now 82. “I thought going into service would be the thing to 
do.” 

The Wilmington, N.C., native is one of the black Marines 
who trained at Montford Point, a North Carolina boot camp 
for African Americans only. In a stirring ceremony 
Wednesday, leaders of Congress bestowed the Congressional 
Gold Medal on about 400 of the nation’s first black Marines. 
They were among the nearly 20,000 Marines who trained at 
Montford Point from 1942 to 1949, most of whom fought in 
World War II, others in Korea and Viet-nam. The medal is the 
nation’s highest civilian honor. 

House Speaker John Boehner, R-Ohio, presented the 
medal to Montford Point representative William Mc-Dowell, 
who accepted it on behalf of them all. Each Montford Marine 
will receive a bronze replica medal Thursday. Also attending 
were Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid, D-Nev., Senate 
Republican leader Mitch McConnell of Kentucky and House 
Democratic leader Nancy Pelosi of California, as well as 
congressional representatives from North Carolina and 
Florida. 

Montford Point Marines “not only helped defeat tyranny 
overseas, but they thoroughly discredited a poisonous 
philosophy deeply held and long defended by elites here at 
home,” said Boehner, who teared up toward the end of his 
speech. “For a generation, this philosophy justified bigotry, 
racism and segregation.” 

Montford Point is now notorious for putting its Marines 
through overly rigorous and unequal training. 

“It was walking and crawling like snakes,” Wilson said. 
“But I made up my mind that I was going to make it if it was 
the last thing I did.” 

It’s that sort of “perseverance and courage,” as the 
insignia on the medal says, that was commended by Sen. Kay 
Hagan, D-N.C. 

“In the face of intolerance and discrimination, the 
Montford Point Marines served our country with honor and 
distinction, and for that they are true heroes,” Hagan said. 
“These men . . . laid the path for those who came after them.” 

The Congressional Gold Medal comes 70 years after 
Montford Point opened. 

“It’s past due, but I feel good,” said Sylvester Burrows, 
91, of Washington, D.C. “It should have come earlier.” 

“It’s never too late,” said Wallace Green, 82, of Virginia 
Beach, Va., who fought in Korea and Vietnam. “I will wear 
this medal around my neck for the rest of my life.” 
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38. U.S. Pays High Price For Pakistan Route Cut-Off: Admiral 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESS 27JUN 12) 

WASHINGTON — Moving supplies to NATO troops in 
Afghanistan via Central Asia costs three times as much as 
routes through Pakistan, which Islamabad shut seven months 
ago in anger, a senior U.S. officer said Wednesday. 

"On the ground, it's almost three times more expensive to 
come from the north as it does from Pakistan. More expensive 
and slower," said Vice Admiral Mark Harnitchek, director of 
the Defense Logistics Agency. 

NATO now uses an alternative network of northern routes 
that pass through Russia, Central Asia and the Caucasus. 

Transporting a container from the United States to 
Afghanistan costs about $20,000, he told a group of defense 
reporters. 

But the cost of ferrying cargo to the Pakistani port of 
Karachi and then over roads to the Afghan border amounts to 
only a third of that price, he said. 

Pakistan imposed a blockade on NATO supply convoys 
after 24 of its soldiers were killed by mistake in a U.S. air 
strike in November along the Afghan border. 

U.S. Defense Secretary Leon Panetta said earlier this 
month that the Pakistan border closure costs the United States 
an additional $100 million a month. 

Before the route cut-off, about 30-40 percent of the fuel 
used by coalition forces came through Pakistan. 

Fuel is now transported over land via the northern routes, 
while food is flown in on cargo aircraft, he said. 

"It was challenging initially and we took a bit of a dip 
there in terms of days of supply. But now our stocks of food 
and fuel have never been higher," Harnitchek said. 

The supply routes will be on the agenda when the 
commander of NATO-led forces in Afghanistan, General John 
Allen, meets his counterparts in Pakistan on Wednesday, 
officials said. 

U.S. officials raised expectations in May that a deal was 
imminent with Pakistan on the reopening of the routes, but no 
announcement came and Washington withdrew its team of 
negotiators. 

The United States has refused to issue a formal apology 
over the air strikes, despite appeals from Pakistan. 

Amid continued deadlock, the Pentagon on Wednesday 
expressed hope that a deal eventually could be reached on the 
supply routes. 

"I think there is reason for optimism. I think we're 
reaching a point in our relationship with Pakistan that suggests 
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that things are settling down a bit," spokesman George Little 
told reporters at a Pentagon briefing. 

"I think the basis for some kind of agreement on the 
GLOCs (ground lines of communication) is there and is real 
and we hope that we reach a resolution," he said. 
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39. Research Vessel Winds Down Visit To Vietnam As Part Of Joint Oceanographic Research Program 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 27 JUN 12) ... Office of Naval Research 

DA NANG, Vietnam -- U.S. scientists and Vietnamese 
researchers will discuss coastal ocean circulation and land-
ocean environmental trends this week as the R/V Roger 
Revelle, an auxiliary general purpose oceanographic research 
vessel (AGOR 28), continues its nine-day port call in the city 
of Da Nang. 

Owned by the Office of Naval Research (ONR) and 
operated by the Scripps Institution of Oceanography, the 
advanced research vessel arrived in Vietnam June 22. 

Its visit highlights partnership between ONR and the 
Vietnamese Ministry of Science and Technology as part of a 
five-year research endeavor, the Joint Vietnam-U.S. Research 
Program on the Oceanography of the Vietnamese East Sea and 
Land-Ocean Interaction. 

ONR promotes scientific research and technology 
development on behalf of the U.S. Navy. The five-year 
oceanographic research program will pair U.S. scientists from 
leading universities and research institutions to execute joint 
research on the complex ocean dynamics of the Vietnamese 
East Sea and its interactions with the Mekong River. The 
program also will include training; exchanges between U.S. 
and Vietnamese scientists and university students; and joint 
publication of research results in international, peer-reviewed 
journals. 

"The circulation and structure of the Vietnamese East Sea 
is strongly driven by monsoon winds and precipitation," said 
Scott Harper, ONR program manager for the project. "This 
leads to interesting seasonal variability that can be hard to 
model or predict without a good basic understanding of the 

physical processes involved. Through this project, we will be 
able to improve forecasts from our integrated weather, wave 
and ocean models in the Western Pacific, which will enable 
safer and more efficient naval operations." 

Harper added that it will be interesting to see if global 
change has impacted the region's oceanography in any way, 
and to explore what changes might be expected in the future. 

"Science expands our knowledge of the world and 
deepens our understanding of each other," said David B. 
Shear, U.S. ambassador to the country. "This program will 
strengthen relationships between the U.S. and Vietnamese 
scientific communities and provide key information to help 
Vietnam address pressing environmental challenges, such as 
climate change." 

Dr. Nguyen Quan, Vietnamese minister for science and 
technology, and a delegation of other officials joined Chief of 
Naval Research Rear Adm. Matthew Klunder at ONR 
headquarters in Arlington, Va., June 20 to discuss the 
collaborative initiative. 

Participating universities and research institutions 
include: Scripps Institution of Oceanography at the University 
of California San Diego, the University of Washington, 
Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution and Oregon State 
University, with Vietnamese scientists from Institute of 
Geology and Marine Geophysics, the Nha Trang Institute of 
Oceanography, the Institute of Marine Environment and 
Resources, the Vietnam Administration of Seas and Islands, 
and other scientific agencies and universities in Vietnam. 
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40. Device That Detects Brain Injuries Tested On Troops 
Infrascanner Used To Detect Brain Bleeds Tested In Afghanistan From September To April 
(KGTV ABC SAN DIEGO 27 JUN 12) 

SAN DIEGO -- A risky battlefield injury could soon be 
easier to detect thanks to a new device tested on local troops. 

"People can go from talking to you to a coma in a matter 
of seconds," said Victor Jourdain, a battalion surgeon with the 
Navy. 

It is known as "walk and die syndrome." In the case of 
actress Natasha Richardson, she was still lucid after a ski 
accident but inside, her brain was bleeding. Hours later, she 
fell into a coma and died. 

When it happens on the battlefield – one example is the 
moments after a roadside bomb – there may be many victims 
and a need to determine who needs help first. 

With a portable Infrascanner, which is created by the 
Philadelphia-based Infrascan, infrared light is used to detect 
brain bleeds. 

"This tool tells you are they concussed and a little out of it 
or are they bleeding in the brain and need to get to a 
neurosurgeon now," said Jourdain. 

The company released a photo. At the top of a brain 
image in a CT scan is a hematoma, a bleeding of the brain, 
caused by a motorcycle accident. The same injury appears as a 
red dot in an image from the Infrascanner. 

The scanner was tested in Afghanistan from September to 
April. 

"Two people were evacuated because of the brain scan," 
said Jourdain. 

The scanner ruled out bleeding for dozens of others, 
which halted the need for often risky and expensive medical 
flights. 

Each device costs $18,000. If it passes a few more tests, 
the Marines could place an order for several hundred units. 

The detection for brain bleeds takes less than two 
minutes. The device is also being studied for use with 
children. 
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41. National Park Service Offers Military, Families Free Annual Pass 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 27 JUN 12) ... Amaani Lyle 

WASHINGTON – The National Park Service extends 
free annual park passes far beyond the droves of Pentagon 
employees who lined up to take advantage of the offer today. 

Through its America the Beautiful series, the National 
Park Service grants complimentary access to more than 2,000 
federal recreation sites, national parks and wildlife refuges to 
active duty service members and activated Guardsmen and 
reservists and their families, said Kathy Kupper, National Park 
Service spokeswoman. 

“The park service is just so grateful for the service of the 
military, so we’ve been looking for a way to show our 
gratitude,” Kupper said. “It’s taken a couple of years to get all 
the details worked out, but we’re honored that we can pay 
back a little bit.” 

Service members can get a pass, valued at $80, by 
showing their military identification card. Family members 
can obtain their own passes, even if the service member is 
deployed or if they are traveling separately, Kupper explained. 

A pass covers entry and standard amenity fees for a driver 
and all passengers in a personal vehicle at per-vehicle fee 
areas, or up to four adults at sites that charge per person. 
Children age 15 or under are admitted free. Wounded warriors 
or any American citizen with a disability can get a free 
lifetime pass to all national parks. 

A 25-year National Park Service employee, Kupper 
recalled the organization’s decades-long military ties, 
specifically to the Army, which oversaw national parks 
between the 1876 establishment of Yellowstone, the first 
national park, and the 1916 stand-up of NPS. 

“For about 40 years, you had the U.S. Army, particularly 
the U.S. Cavalry, including Buffalo Soldiers, care for our first 
national parks,” Kupper said. “Yellowstone, Yosemite, 
Sequoia and Kings Canyon all had roads set up, built, with 
trails established and wildlife protected … by the U.S. Army.” 

Kupper added that even park ranger uniforms are inspired 
by the cavalry uniform, symbolizing the enduring bond. 

“Many national parks were set aside for use strictly by 
military, whether for rest and relaxation trips … or for 
training,” the spokeswoman said, adding that through the 
years, the parks have been home to some of America’s most 
iconic images of freedom. 

“Our service members are fighting to protect our 
freedoms and a lot of them are manifested in these symbols 
like the Statue of Liberty, the Liberty Bell, Mount Rushmore -
- all sites cared for by the Park Service,” Kupper said. “These 
places inspire the military and remind them what they’re 
fighting for so where better for them and their families to 
visit?” 
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OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
42. South China Sea Tensions Continue To Split Region 
(TAIPEI TIMES 28 JUN 12) ... Wang Jyh-Perng 

In April, China and the Philippines had a standoff over 
the Scarborough Shoal (Huangyan Island, ), which is located 
124 nautical miles (229.6km) from the Philippine island of 
Luzon. Tensions escalated until China announced an official 
fishing moratorium in the middle of last month, temporarily 
averting a crisis. 

The situation in the South China Sea is notoriously 
precarious and it would be a stretch to suggest that peace had 
returned to the region. Earlier this month 940th Squadron of 
the Vietnamese air force's 372nd Division flew a 
reconnaissance mission off the Spratly Islands (Nansha 
Islands, ). The action was the first of its kind and the aircraft 
flew from Phu Cat military air base in what was a forceful 
declaration of Hanoi's sovereign interests. 

An article in the Hong Kong Economic Journal on Aug. 2, 
2010 by Xue Litai, a research associate at Stanford 
University's Center for International Security and 
Cooperation, discussed the possibility of Vietnamese forces 
invading Taiping Island, the largest of the Spratlys. The article 
caused a heated debate between academics in China and 
Taiwan. While this is unlikely to happen, it demonstrates the 
very real nature of the risks that exist. 

According to press reports last month, Vietnamese forces 
approached Taiping Island twice: On March 22, a Taiping 
Island patrol radar picket registered an object to the south of 
Jhongjhou reef, within 6km of the island's restricted waters. It 
was identified as an armored vessel flying a Vietnamese flag; 
four days later, two large boats were observed only 4km from 

the island. This news was never officially explained and the 
low-key response speaks volumes. 

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Taipei issued five 
press releases addressing the South China Sea dispute between 
July 2010 and June 10 last year in which it called on all parties 
in the dispute to resolve any conflicts peaceably by setting 
aside conflicts in the spirit of cooperation. The same 
sentiments were repeated by President Ma Ying-jeou during 
an international press conference after his recent inauguration. 

All this is mere lip service to high ideals and it will not do 
Taiwan any good should it become embroiled in a crisis in the 
disputed body of water. 

Another case occurred on May 18. At 9:40am, five 
Chinese fishing vessels were intercepted by three Vietnamese 
gunboats about 50 nautical miles inside the "U-shaped" 
demarcation zone. One of the boats sent an SOS, which was 
received by China's Yuzheng 310 patrol vessel 140 nautical 
miles away. The Yuzheng 310 rushed to support the fishing 
vessels. At 1pm the three Vietnamese gunboats changed 
course and returned to base, deterred by the Chinese 
enforcement vessel's approach. 

How would our own government have responded had it 
been Taiwanese fishing vessels involved and how would it, or 
the Taiwanese navy, have reacted had the Chinese responded 
so proactively? 

There is a rare cross-party consensus in the legislature on 
the wisdom of again stationing troops on the Pratas Islands 
(Dongsha Islands, ) and the Spratlys. However, Chinese 
Nationalist Party (KMT) Legislator Lin Yu-fang said the 
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American Institute in Taiwan has indicated the U.S. is 
opposed to a Taiwanese plan to deploy defense systems on 
Taiping Island. 

That said, it is difficult to see what Taiwanese interests in 
the region have to do with the U.S.. 

Our current passive, low-key approach is not the wisest 
route. We should make preparations with our own interests in 
mind and make sure they are implemented. 

Wang Jyh-perng is an associate research fellow at the 
Association for Managing Defense and Strategies. 
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43. There Is Little To Lose In Tightening The Noose On Iran 
(FINANICAL TIMES (UK) 28 JUN 12) ... Robert McNally 

Iran’s stance at the recent Moscow talks shows that the 
current sanctions are too weak to avoid a drift towards a pre-
emptive Israeli attack on Iran’s nuclear programme or a 
nuclear weapons-capable Iran; both scenarios could 
catastrophically upset oil prices and economic growth. As 
Iran’s defiance continues and Israel’s patience drains away, 
the time has come to increase pressure on Tehran. The US and 
allies should implement a quarantine-and-release strategy that 
severs Iran’s oil exports and offsets the loss of supply with 
higher Saudi production and strategic stock draws. 

Unilateral sanctions implemented by the US and the EU 
are imposing a cost, but they have not deterred Iran’s leaders 
from accelerating the nuclear programme – nor are they likely 
to do so. 

First, sanctions are not tough enough and are being 
evaded. Iran’s crude supplies have been curtailed since the end 
of 2011, oil prices have been dropping sharply and an EU 
embargo will take effect next month. But the impact on Iran’s 
oil sales and revenues is unclear. The US liberally issued 
waivers for Iran’s oil customers ahead of sanctions coming 
into effect today. Some of Iran’s biggest Asian customers are 
taking steps to circumvent the EU tanker insurance ban. 
Meanwhile, Iran has switched off tanker tracking devices, 
making it harder for analysts to track sales. 

Second, the timeframe for sanctions to work is shortened 
by US and Israeli disagreement over where and when to draw 
red lines on Iran’s nuclear programme. 

Given the shortcomings of current embargoes and the 
need to halt Iran’s nuclear programme, the time for intrusive 
sanctions has arrived. Tehran should face an ultimatum with a 
short timeline: comply fully with all UN Security Council 
resolutions on its nuclear programme or the US, EU and any 
like-minded countries will use all means necessary to halt 
Iran’s international commerce, excepting humanitarian goods 
and food. If Iran did not comply, the quarantine could be 
imposed by biting sanctions and, if necessary, a naval cordon. 

Before the expiry of the ultimatum, the International 
Energy Agency and Opec would organise a co-ordinated 
release of extra oil supplies to the market equal to the flow of 
Iran’s oil exports. Whatever the level of Iran’s exports, they 
could easily be replaced for many months with supplies of 
similar quality crude oil and products from excess Saudi spare 
capacity and strategic stocks. 

As the noose tightens, allies would have to ready 
themselves in case Tehran decides to lash out. The already 
brisk flow of additional armed forces into the region would be 
stepped up and logistical preparations for a quarantine 
prepared. Saudi Arabia and the UAE could begin to redirect 
exports towards pipelines that avoid the Strait of Hormuz. 

These preparations – along with a co-ordinated, 
precautionary increase in oil supplies from producers and 
strategic stocks – would underscore the credibility of the 
quarantine threat, increasing the odds that Tehran’s rulers will 
concede. If they did not, they would find themselves in an 
untenable position. Oil exports provide half of the Iranian 
government’s revenues and account for nearly 80 per cent of 
export earnings. Without this revenue stream, Iran’s economy 
would grind to a halt. If Tehran escalated the crisis, by 
disrupting oil production and exports, allied forces would have 
to respond appropriately. 

One way or another, Iran’s defiant pursuit of nuclear 
weapons is going to lead to oil price spikes. A quarantine is 
technically an act of war, but so is attacking Iran’s facilities 
with cyberweapons. Quarantine-and-release could add a “fear 
premium” to crude prices, especially if Tehran chose 
escalation and conflict. But crude price spikes would be the 
result of military action or of Iran acquiring nuclear 
capabilities. Given the urgency and alternatives, there is little 
to lose in taking this step to stop Iran’s march towards nuclear 
weapons. 

The writer was senior director for International Energy 
on the National Security Council under George W. Bush and 
is president of the Rapidan Group. 
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BBLLOOGGSS::  
44. EXCERPTS FROM BLOGS AROUND THE WORLD 
(PUBLISHED 25 – 28 JUN 12) 

 
The Ship is the Classroom by ADM J.C. Harvey, Jr. 

from Fleet Forces Command, June 27 
RADM Dave Thomas, Commander, Naval Surface Force, 

Atlantic (CNSL) and his team have established several 
waterfront initiatives over the past two years to deliver 
maintenance training directly to our Sailors on the deckplates. 
These various assist teams, mini-camps, and Maintenance and 
Operator Shipboard Training (MOST) initiatives provide 

valuable training for our Sailors on their equipment, in their 
spaces. Since every ship is unique, this style of ship-specific 
training avoids the broad “not exactly what you will see on 
your ship” course content often experienced by our Sailors in 
schoolhouse instruction. Instead, this training is truly hands-
on, over-the-shoulder instruction that emphasizes standards 
and demonstrates “what right looks like.” The training 
embodied in “the ship is the classroom” delivers hull-specific 
instruction, instills pride of ownership, brings system experts 
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from the technical communities to the waterfront, provides 
technical oversight to maintenance, and eliminates the need 
for some generic schoolhouse courses of instruction. 

Below is a list along with a brief description of each 
initiative/team. I’ve seen a number of these teams in action on 
my ship visits and I believe these efforts are a very big step 
toward teaching our crews how to take ownership of their gear 
on their ships. If you have any questions or observations you’d 
like to share with me (the good and the bad!), leave me a 
comment here and I’ll do my best to find you an answer, or at 
a minimum ensure your feedback is passed to RADM Thomas 
and his team. All the best, JCHjr 

Corrosion Control Assistance Team (CCAT) 

• Train, document, and execute shipboard preservation; 
tool repair 

Maintenance Assistance Teams 
 Deck: boat and J-bar davits, sliding pad eyes, life 

lines, UNREP equipment 

 Valve: main and secondary drainage valves and 
remote operators 

 Auxiliary: AC&R, steering, anchor windlass, 
compressed air 

 Gun: CIWS, MK 38 25mm 

 Gas Turbine: Intake/update preservation, water wash, 
controls 

 Electrical: Circuit breakers, power panels and motor 
controllers 

Readiness Assistance Teams – “Find, fix, train, 
document.” 

 Engineering and Combat Systems (ERAT / CSRAT) 

o Plant light-off and assessment preparation 
(e.g., hot and cold checks) 

o Builds competency, confidence and a culture 
of self-assessment 

o Improves PMS accomplishment and CSMP 
management o Technical documentation 
validation (OSS, tech manual, PMS) 

 INSURV (IRAT) 

o INSURV and TYCOM MCI preparation; 
SOE tailoring and execution 

o Builds competency, confidence and a culture 
of self-assessment 

o Technical documentation (OSS, tech 
manual, PMS) and CSMP validation 

Mini-camps - NAVSEA ISEA SME hands-on, 
shipboard training on troubled systems 

 Deck (8 complete) 

 Oil Pollution Abatement (4 complete) 

 Helo Hangar Door (scheduled for August 2012) 

 Controllable Pitch Propeller (planned) 

 Compressed Air (planned) 

 Lube Oil System (planned) 

Advanced Warfare Training – IAMD (current) and 
ASW (planned) shipboard training 

 Phase 1: Self-assessment and Groom Training 
(SAGT) on multiple sub-systems 

o System alignment, trend analysis, and 
maintenance execution 

 Phase 2: operator and maintainer training 

o Battle Orders, kill chain and DTE 
proficiency 

 Phase 3: CIC watch team training o Battle 
Orders/OPTASK, core tactics, comms, mission 
planning 

Deck Self-assessment and Groom Team (D-SAGT) 
(PMS-317 sponsored training) 

 Initially focused on LPD-17 Class ships 

 Phase I: NSTM, PMS, PQS review + assessments of 
21 deck systems 

 Phase II: classroom and hands-on training of each 
system 

 Delivers ‘turn-key’ training products for each system 

CNSL Material Standards Assessment Program 
(MSAP) 

• PMS execution, Zone Inspection compliance, 
program management 

 
What is the potential and what are the challenges the 

Navy faces in fielding a UCLASS to the fleet? by J. Randy 
Forbes from Information Dissemination, June 28 

Today's guest is J. Randy Forbes, Congressman from 
Virginia's fourth district, Member of the House Armed 
Services Committee and Chairman of the Readiness 
Subcommittee. 

It is a pleasure to contribute to the 5th Anniversary 
celebration of Raymond Pritchett’s Information 
Dissemination. As an advocate for seapower, I have long 
regarded this blog as one of the most important hubs for naval 
discussions. 

While a carrier-based unmanned aerial vehicle is known 
by many names (J-UCAS, X-47B, UCAS-D, and UCAV, 
among others), the current program scheduled for initial 
operating capability in 2020 is known as UCLASS, or the 
Unmanned Carrier-Launched Airborne Surveillance and Strike 
platform. To understand the potential of UCLASS, as well as 
the challenges this program faces, we must first take a step 
back and look at the role the nuclear powered aircraft carrier 
(CVN) and its associated Carrier Air Wing (CVW) will play 
in tomorrow's naval strike missions. 

For seven decades the carrier has served as the modern-
day “capital ship” of the U.S. Navy, routinely adjusting to the 
prevailing security environment to offer Washington's 
decision-makers a range of diplomatic and strategic options. 
Now, as new challenges to America's power projection 
capabilities have developed, including anti-access/area-denial 
(A2/AD) capabilities like the anti-ship ballistic missile 
(ASBM), another round of carrier innovation is necessary to 
ensure American presidents retain a viable power projection 
option in the CVN when a crisis arises. 

The carrier’s enduring utility to strategists can be 
attributed to its mobility, operational flexibility, and 
modularity. First, a CVN provides U.S. policymakers with 
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unlimited mobility. In an unpredictable and competitive global 
environment, America’s 11-carrier fleet gives it the capacity to 
deploy two or three CVNs to the Pacific and Indian Oceans at 
the same time. This provides the commander-in-chief a 
constant symbol of strength to project America’s intentions to 
both friends and competitor states during, for example, missile 
tests on the Korean Peninsula, tensions in the Straits of 
Hormuz or South China Sea, or elections in Taiwan. 

The CVN’s operational flexibility can help balance 
America’s critical need for overseas bases with the diplomatic 
and geopolitical challenges often associated with maintaining 
overseas basing rights. Indeed, the Pentagon’s new Joint 
Operational Access Concept identifies the pressures on 
America’s overseas defense posture as one of the three trends 
affecting its ability to gain access to areas contested by 
competitors’ anti-access/area-denial (A2/AD) capabilities. As 
well, the proliferation of medium-range ballistic missiles and 
land attack cruise missiles is increasingly allowing 
competitors to hold America's overseas airfields at risk. A 
CVN's ability to freely operate in international waters allows it 
to surge to a regional crisis when called on and then withdraw 
quietly when tensions subside. 

Finally, the modularity of the carrier platform ensures its 
continued adaptability to emerging threat environments. 
Traditionally, a CVN has operated as a regional strike 
platform that can project power with short-range tactical 
aircraft. For instance, tactical strike-fighters were used during 
the initial stages of Operation Enduring Freedom (OEF) and 
Operation Iraqi Freedom (OIF) and continued to provide close 
air support as these conflicts continued. Currently, the CVW 
has four squadrons of roughly 10-12 F/A-18 fighters, of which 
the current E/F variants cost $80M apiece. In the years ahead, 
the new F-35C will be entering the fleet to provide a low 
signature complement to the F/A-18. At roughly $130M per 
copy, the Navy plans to purchase 340 of these airframes and 
eventually equip two out of four squadrons of each CVW with 
them. While the internal (stealth) payload of the F-35 is more 
limited than the F/A-18, its sensor package and stealth 
capability are a quantum leap beyond the F/A-18. However, 
because of its sophisticated power plant, C4ISR systems, and 
low-observable characteristics, the operations and 
maintenance costs of the F-35C will be about $35,000 per 
flight hour, or twice the O&M costs of the F/A-18. 

Despite the long-standing utility of the CVN, there are 
two emerging trends that threaten the ability of the carrier to 
remain a relevant power-projection tool in the future. First, the 
People’s Republic of China has developed the means to 
harness the power of ASBMs that can strike naval assets at 
ranges up to 950 nm from its coasts. This development stands 
to be a “game changer” for U.S. defense policy in the Indo-
Pacific. The F/A-18 and F-35 lack the combat range to allow a 
CVN to operate outside the ASBM’s maximum effective 
reach and still strike adversary territory. Alongside these 
platforms, an unmanned platform with greater endurance will 
be required to overcome A2/AD threats and help preserve 
Washington's freedom of action in the Pacific theater. 

Second, stealth alone is not enough to defeat the A2/AD 
threats of the future. New detection methods and technologies 
including long-wave IR and low-frequency radar are slowly 
eroding the benefits of investing in expensive stealth 
capabilities. Bistatic and multistatic radar detection, 

empowered by dramatically improved computer processing, 
will also make stealth platforms easier to find. Therefore, 
while signature reduction efforts will remain important, we 
will also need to improve our ability to reach the enemy from 
farther away with unmanned sensors and stand-off weapons. 
These new payloads should include an improved Joint Stand-
Off Weapon (JSOW) with a range of roughly 300 nautical 
miles (nm), the Long-Range Anti-Ship Missile (LRASM-A), 
and Joint Air-to-Surface Standoff Missile-Extended Range 
(JASSM-ER). 

The UCLASS faces at least two challenges. Partially as a 
result of the the $487 billion in defense cuts levied on the 
Department of Defense by the Budget Control Act of 2011, 
the first challenge is that the program's IOC has already 
slipped from 2018 to 2020. Estimates hold that it would cost 
roughly $300M to accelerate the program to 2019 and $600M 
to field it in 2018. Congress must also be aware that further 
cuts may force this date to slip further. 

A second challenge the Navy faces concerns what type of 
UCLASS it should build and the tradeoff between stealth and 
range. Some have argued that UCLASS must have a very low 
radar signature, with the expectation it will need to conduct 
sustained operations inside a high-threat environment. 
However, because carrier-based aircraft are limited by their 
size and weight, an unmanned airframe that has both 
endurance and stealth would cost hundreds of millions of 
dollars. Alternatively, an unmanned aerial vehicle with 
conventional wings and modest stealth could provide greater 
endurance at a more reasonable price. 

Along with squadrons of F/A-18 E/F Super Hornets and 
the F-35C, I believe the CVW of the future should include a 
detachment of 4-6 UCLASS so that it could have a larger 
strike radius. A UCLASS program with an endurance of 
greater than 12 hours (or roughly a 1,000nm combat radius), 
that is moderately stealthy, and can carry as much or more 
payload than the F-35 carries internally would transform the 
CVW from a capability with short tactical reach to a global 
naval strike and reconnaissance platform. A UCLASS with 
12-14 hour endurance would allow for 2 launch/recoveries 
each day to provide full 24-hour ISR coverage from each 
platform. More importantly, a UCLASS outfitted with JSOW 
could operate as a "missile truck," to borrow the Chief of 
Naval Operations terminology, while freeing up high-end 
platforms like the F-35C to perform other missions. 

In short, a CVW with a detachment of UCLASS equipped 
with stand-off weapons would give the CVN of the future the 
capacity and reach to hold targets at risk while operating 
outside the ASBM envelope. This would help to reduce the 
operational advantage the ASBM offers while increasing the 
strategic and operational flexibility of American decision-
makers. 

Considering the changes to the security environment on 
the horizon, the promise of the UCLASS program (teamed 
with stand-off weapons) for the Navy should be considered on 
par with the early 20th century leap from 20nm battleship gun 
battles to carrier air strikes from 300nm. Just like during this 
period of innovation and transition, it will be up to civilian and 
military officials to lead the Navy forward and the Congress to 
adequately invest in the capabilities to ensure the CVN's 
continued relevance as an instrument of American power in 
the coming half-century. 
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Quick Response Prolongs a Life by Kristopher Radder 

from Pacific Partnership 2012, June 26 
If 20-year-old Valentino Dealagdon didn’t receive 

medical care immediately, he was going to die. 
A mass in the man’s leg, which had been steadily growing 

over recent months, had become septic and developed Gas 
Gangrene. Bacterial growth exploded, producing dangerous 
gases and toxins. 

The bacteria was poisoning his blood and could have 
caused a circulatory collapse. 

A village chief told the Dealagdon family about Pacific 
Partnership 2012 (PP12) and the hospital ship USNS Mercy’s 
(T-AH 19) visit to Calbayog. 

Dealagdon and his mother arrived in Calbayog City by 
ambulance at a PP12 surgery community action project 
(SURGCAP) site where Valentino’s critical condition was 
quickly identified. 

Capt. James Toledano was the first surgeon to see 
Dealagdon at the SURGCAP recalled that the young man was 
brought into the site on a homemade stretcher. “We felt that 
the condition of his limb was really threatening his life and by 
his vital signs indicated he had little time to live,” said 
Toledano. 

Dealagdon was flown by helicopter aboard Mercy for 
emergency treatment. Lt. Kayla Horton, was on the scene 
when Dealagdon arrived on Mercy’s flight deck. ”He looked 
very thin and very frail, and with a quick look at his leg you 
can tell that it was very swollen and infected,” said Horton. 
“We quickly got him to the causality receiving room and 
started him on IV’s to stabilize him.” 

PP12’s Director of Surgical services, Cmdr. Matthew 
Provencher said Dealagdon’s only chance at survival was an 
urgent leg amputation. 

”Without an emergent leg amputation his chances of 
survival were minimal,” said Cmdr. Provencher. “Through a 
great host nation and Mercy’s team effort, we were able to 
transport the patient to the ship for urgent life-saving surgery.” 

PP12’s Dr. Robert Baxt, general surgeon and Project 
HOPE volunteer, was the on-call surgeon for the day. 

“I got the phone call saying that he was on a helicopter, 
and we responded,” Baxt said. 

“His chances of survival when we started the surgery 
were less than 50%, but after surgery we could already start 
seeing signs of improvement.” 

Partner Nation Surgeon, Major Christiaan Hoff, of the 
Dutch Army, assisted during the operation. ”When we did the 
surgery, the essential thing was to stop the spread of 
infection,” he said. 

The first thing the surgeons did after the patient was under 
anesthesia was tying the blood vessels that were transporting 
the toxins. 

Dr. Hoff went on to explain that the team was able to 
divert the blood vessels in the first few minutes of surgery. 
“The patient will still have to go in for additional surgery 
depending on his stabilization. “The surgeons will create an 
incision that will heal properly once the infection is gone.” 

Hoff said the atmosphere in the operating theatre was 
highly charged. “Despite the stress of time, it was a very 
organized situation,” Hoff said. 

Dr Hoff said the surgery took roughly one hour from the 
first incision to dressing the wound. 

PP12′s Lead Nurse during the surgery, Julie Porucznik, a 
Project HOPE volunteer, said of this emergent situation, “This 
is the type of case that I am good at handling; this is why I 
joined Project HOPE; and, this is why I resigned my job, so I 
can help people in these situations.” 

Proucznik said she had not seen a case like this on Mercy, 
“We do many life-changing surgeries here, but this one helped 
save a man’s life.” 

View Clip (RT: 1:46) 
 
How is PTSD Measured? by National Center For 

PTSD from Navy Medicine Live, June 26 
To develop PTSD, a person must have gone through a 

trauma. Almost all people who go through trauma have some 
symptoms as a result. Yet most people do not get PTSD. A 
certain pattern of symptoms is involved in PTSD. There are 
four major types of symptoms: re-experiencing, avoidance, 
numbing, and arousal. To learn more about these symptoms, 
see What is PTSD? 

Deciding if someone has PTSD can involve several steps. 
The diagnosis of PTSD is most often made by a mental health 
provider. Please see Finding and Choosing a Therapist for 
more about the types of mental health providers who diagnose 
and treat PTSD. 

What is a PTSD screen? 
A person who went through trauma might be given a 

screen to see if he or she could have PTSD. A screen is a very 
short list of questions just to see if a person needs to be 
assessed further. A positive screen does not mean a person has 
PTSD. A positive screen means that this person should be 
assessed further. Fill out a PTSD self-screen on “What Can I 
Do if I Think I Have PTSD?” 

What can I expect from an assessment for PTSD? 
Assessments for PTSD can vary widely depending on 

their purpose as well as the training of the evaluator. The 
evaluator needs to assess the effect a trauma has had on your 
life. He or she can then judge whether treatment for PTSD is 
needed. While an interview may take as little as 15 minutes, 
the most common evaluation takes about one hour. Some 
PTSD assessments can take eight or more 1-hour sessions. 
This is more likely when the information is needed for legal 
reasons or disability claims. 

You can expect to be asked questions about events that 
may have been traumatic for you. You will be asked about 
symptoms you may have as a result of these events. 
Assessments that are more complete are likely to involve 
structured sets of questions. You may be given psychological 
tests on which you record your thoughts and feelings. Your 
spouse or partner may be asked to provide extra information. 
You may also be asked to go through a test that looks at how 
your body reacts to mild reminders of your trauma. 

No matter what your case involves, you should always be 
able to ask questions in advance. The evaluator should be able 
to tell you what the assessment will include. You can also ask 
what information the professional expects to get from the 
assessment. 

What are some of the common measures used? 
There are two main types of measures used in PTSD 

evaluations. 
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Structured Interviews 
A structured interview is a standard set of questions that 

an interviewer asks. Some examples of structured interviews 
are: 

 Clinician Administered PTSD Scale (CAPS). Created 
by the National Center for PTSD staff, the CAPS is 
one of the most widely used PTSD interviews. The 
questions ask how often you have PTSD symptoms 
and how intense they are. The CAPS also asks about 
other symptoms that commonly occur with PTSD. 

 Structured Clinical Interview for DSM (SCID). The 
SCID is another widely used interview. The SCID 
can be used to assess a range of mental health 
disorders including PTSD. 

Other interviews include: 

 Anxiety Disorders Interview Schedule-Revised 
(ADIS) 

 PTSD-Interview 

 Structured Interview for PTSD (SI-PTSD) 

 PTSD Symptom Scale Interview (PSS-I) 

Each has special features that might make it a good choice 
for a particular evaluation. 

Self-report Questionnaires 
A self-report questionnaire is a set of questions, usually 

printed out, that you are given to answer. This kind of measure 
often takes less time and may be less costly than an interview. 
These measures provide a single score to measure the amount 
of distress a person has. 

An example of a self-report measure is: 

 PTSD Checklist (PCL). The PCL is another widely 
used measure developed by National Center for 
PTSD staff. This measure comes in several versions 
including one for civilians and another designed for 
military personnel and Veterans. 

Other self-report measures are: 

 Impact of Events Scale-Revised (IES-R) 

 Keane PTSD Scale of the MMPI-2 

 Mississippi Scale for Combat Related PTSD and the 
Mississippi Scale for Civilians 

 Posttraumatic Diagnostic Scale (PDS) 

 Penn Inventory for Posttraumatic Stress 

 Los Angeles Symptom Checklist (LASC) 

For more information about PTSD assessment, please see 
FAQs about PTSD Assessment. 

The Defense Centers of Excellence for Psychological 
Health and Traumatic Brain Injury (DCoE) resources section 
offers a central list of products and resources produced by 
DCoE, organized by topic. They encourgage servicemembers 
encourage you to explore the broad range of resources we 
have available and, of course, to share with all who may find 
them useful. Check out their resource section by clicking here. 

 
Men’s Health Month: Tips and issues by Lt. Dawn 

Whiting from Navy Medicine Live, June 27 

Lt. Dawn Whiting serves in Nurse Corps, Health 
Promotion and Wellness with Navy & Marine Corps Public 
Health Center. 

Did you know that according to the Mayo clinic, 
unintentional injury is the third largest threat to men’s health? 
Only heart disease and cancer pose a greater threat. Within the 
U.S. military population, injuries are the leading health 
problem, with musculoskeletal injuries comprising the 
majority of these incidents. The good news is many of these 
are preventable. What can you do to mitigate your risk? 

To prevent overuse injuries of the lower extremities, 
civilian and military research has shown that decreasing 
running volume can significantly reduce your risk. The Joint 
Services Physical Training Injury Prevention Workgroup 
found a 40 percent reduction in running distance was 
associated with a 53 percent reduction in stress fracture 
incidence and only slightly (three percent) slower run times. 
One way to achieve this reduction in total mileage without 
sacrificing speed or cardiovascular endurance is to practice 
interval training. Evidence shows substituting some long runs 
with interval training can actually lead to more rapid 
performance gains while reducing total mileage. Examples of 
interval training include Fartlek runs, sprint repeats and track 
workouts. Every interval training session should include a 
warm-up and cool down, and interval work should not be 
started until you have a good cardiovascular base (the ability 
to maintain an elevated heart rate for 20-30 minutes three 
times per week). 

 Quit tobacco use. Tobacco reduces the ability of your 
red blood cells to carry oxygen, therefore making 
your body unable to meet the increased oxygen 
demands. Research examining male infantry Soldiers 
found those who smoked increased their risk of 
injury threefold. Tools to help with tobacco cessation 
can be found at NCMPHC Healthy living. 

 When driving, wear your seatbelt and do not drive 
while under the influence of alcohol or drugs, 
including prescription drugs that may make you 
drowsy. 

 If you own or operate a motorcycle, enroll in a 
motorcycle safety course. 

 Utilize the Navy Operational Fitness and Fueling 
System (NOFFS) to improve your workouts, improve 
your performance both on and off the job, and reduce 
your risk of injury. To learn more about NOFFS, 
build your individualized workout, or to download 
the NOFFS iPhone app click here. 

When at work, utilize available personal protective 
equipment (PPE) in accordance with your company’s policies. 

For more information about injury prevention, as well as 
other health promotion and wellness topics, please visit our 
website at by clicking here. 

MCPON sends a message about motorcycle safety. 
Motorcycle Safety Month was during the month of March, but 
that doesn’t mean we should forget this topic. 

View Clip (RT: 0:45) 
 
On Patrol: The Navy’s Ballistic Missile Defense from 

Navy Live, June 27 
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The United States is continuing its investment in the 
research, development, acquisition and deployment of 
technologies for effective ballistic missile defense for both 
homeland and regional defense. A cornerstone of the U.S. 
ballistic missile defense effort is the capability provided by the 
Aegis Weapon System and Standard Missile 3 (SM-3) weapons 
in U.S. Navy ships on the seas and oceans of the world. 

Warfighter Capability 

 Aegis BMD cruisers and destroyers are multi-mission 
surface combatants that serve as an essential element 
of the most capable Navy in the world and are the 
backbone of missile defense for the Combatant 
Commanders. 

 BMD ships are a key component of the overall U.S. 
Ballistic Missile Defense System (BMDS). It 
integrates ground and sea-based missiles, fixed and 
mobile radars, as well as space tracking and 
surveillance platforms through a global Command, 
Control, Battle Management and Communication 
(C2BMC) system. 

 Based upon the outstanding success of the Aegis 
Weapon System and SM-3 in operationally-realistic 
intercept tests against a variety of challenging 
targets—23 direct hits in 28 firings—the Combatant 
Commanders have a high level of confidence in the 
capability provided by Aegis ships. 

Forward Operation 

 BMD ships operate forward in international waters 
across the world’s oceans providing missile defense 
capability wherever and whenever needed. 

 Today there are BMD ships operating in the Arabian 
Gulf and in the Mediterranean to provide regional 
defense while others are on short recall in the Pacific 
region in support of homeland defense. 

 To provide effective regional defenses against 
ballistic missiles, the U.S. Navy and the Missile 
Defense Agency are executing a Phased Adaptive 
Approach (PAA) to address the growing ballistic 
missile threat. 

 The PAA can be applied to any region where the 
proliferation of short, medium and intermediate range 
ballistic missiles requires increased missile defenses. 
The Aegis Weapon System with the SM-3 missile is 
ideally suited for this mission and is being developed 
as a land-based system (Aegis Ashore) to 
complement the capability provided at sea as part of 
this approach. 

 Between now and 2020, the PAA will be executed in 
Europe in four phases, with each phase providing 
increased defensive capability for both regional and 
homeland defense. It will utilize Aegis BMD ships at 
sea and Aegis Ashore sites in Romania and Poland, 
all operated by the U.S. Navy. 

Facts & Figures 

 24 Aegis cruisers and destroyers are configured for 
BMD; a total of 29 are planned by the end of the 
year. 

 The Aegis BMD 3.6.1 Weapon System was assessed 
as operationally effective and suitable under realistic 
conditions by Commander, Operational Test and 
Evaluation Force. 

 The SM-3 is a proven weapon, with 23 intercepts in 
27 firings against short to intermediate range targets. 

 The new SM-3 Block IB successfully executed its 
first intercept of a ballistic missile target on May 9th. 

 
Faces of the Fleet from Navy Live, June 27 
“Faces of the Fleet” takes a look at YOUR Navy 

operating forward. These images represent the greatest 
Sailors in the greatest Navy in the world leading from the deck 
plates, and completing missions around the globe. This is your 
fleet and these are your Sailors! Hooyah, Navy!! 

 Airman Landon Willis serves as phone talker during 
an anchoring evolution aboard the guided-missile 
destroyer USS Jason Dunham (DDG 109). 

 Quartermaster 3rd Class Taverious Lee, left, and 
Boatswain's Mate 3rd Class Christopher Dew steer 
the ship during a general quarters drill aboard the 
guided-missile cruiser USS Vicksburg (CG 69). 

 Aviation Boatswain's Mates (Equipment) 3rd Class 
Justin L. Seeley, right, and Pamela D. Chin monitor 
steam readings during flight operations aboard the 
aircraft carrier USS George H.W. Bush (CVN 77). 

 Operations Specialist 3rd Class Michael Caudill 
watches a radar screen aboard the Nimitz-class 
aircraft carrier USS Dwight D. Eisenhower (CVN 
69). 

 Airman Samantha Turner paints a design on a forklift 
in the hangar bay of the Nimitz-class aircraft carrier 
USS John C. Stennis (CVN 74). 

View Gallery (5 Photos) 
Your Navy TODAY – Arabian Sea, Souda Bay, 

Bahrain from Navy Live, june 26 
On any given day, in your Navy, our team of more than 

600,000 professional Sailors and Civilians are working 
together around the globe to perform our mission: deter 
aggression and, if deterrence fails, win our Nation’s wars. It is 
not possible to share every aspect of this global team but, 
through this blog, we offer you a glimpse of what these men 
and women do. 

 The aircraft carrier USS Enterprise (CVN 65), left, 
conducts a replenishment at sea with the Military 
Sealift Command fast combat support ship USNS 
Supply (T-AOE 6). 

 The guided-missile destroyer USS Cole (DDG 67) 
conducts a berth shift during a port visit to the Greek 
island of Crete. 

 Aviation Boatswain's Mate (Handling) 3rd Class 
Hannah Marihugh launches an AH-64D Longbow 
Apache helicopter assigned to 3-159 Attack 
Reconnaissance Battalion off the flight deck of the 
amphibious transport dock ship USS New York (LPD 
21). 
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 An SH-60F Seahawk helicopter, assigned to the 
Chargers of Helicopter Anti-Submarine Squadron 
(HS) 14, is airborne while the aircraft carrier USS 
George Washington (CVN 73), the Japan Maritime 
Self-Defense Force destroyer JS Kirishima (DD 174), 
and the Republic of Korea navy destroyer ROKS 
Sejong the Great (DDG 991) participate a trilateral 
event. 

 Tugboats pull the mine counter measure ship USS 
Devastator (MCM 6) into position as Devastator and 
three other mine counter measure ships arrived in 
Bahrain. 

View Gallery (5 Photos) 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Tighter Budget Inspires Services To Rethink Their Workforce 
(FEDERAL NEWS RADIO 27 MAR 12) ... Michael O'Connell 

Tighter budgets are forcing agencies all over government to rethink their workforces. That includes the military services which 
are moving people and jobs around to address changing times. 

 
2. U.S. Carrier Construction Cost-Control Actions Detailed 
(DEFENSE NEWS 27 MAR 12) ... Christopher P. Cavas 

Although a plan to control cost growth on its new aircraft carriers is already in place, the U.S. Navy is continuing to conduct “a 
line-by-line review … to identify further opportunity to reduce cost and to mitigate risk,” the service told a key congressional critic. 

 
3. Navy Ship Made With 9/11 Steel Deploys 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 27 MAR 12) ... Kate Wiltrout 

NORFOLK -- A Navy warship built with steel salvaged from the wreckage of the World Trade Center left Norfolk Tuesday on its 
maiden overseas deployment. 

 
4. NPC Officials To Discuss Post-ERB Matters At Gulfport 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 27 MAR 12) ... Navy Personnel Command Public Affairs 

MILLINGTON, Tenn. -- Representatives from Navy Personnel Command will conduct a Post Enlisted Retention Board (ERB) 
fleet engagement April 2, for Sailors, families and leadership in Gulfport, Miss., to discuss ERB processes and transition assistance. 

 
5. MCPON Visits Space And Naval Warfare Systems Command 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 27 MAR 12) ... Tina Stillions, Space and Naval Warfare Systems Command Headquarters Public Affairs 

SAN DIEGO -- Master Chief Petty Officer of the Navy (MCPON) (SS/SW) Rick D. West visited the Space and Naval Warfare 
Systems Command (SPAWAR) to speak to Sailors and civilians during an all hands call March 26. 

 
6. Navy Leap Frogs Fly Over Phoenix 
(KTVK TV PHOENIX 27 MAR 12) ... Catherine Holland 

PHOENIX -- The U.S. Navy Parachute Team, the Leap Frogs, took 3TV's Javier Soto for a ride in a C-130 Tuesday morning. 
 

CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
7. Iwo Jima Amphibious Ready Group, 24th Marine Expeditionary Unit Deploy 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 27 MAR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist Seaman Apprentice Scott Youngblood, PHIBRON 8 Public 
Affairs 

NORFOLK, Va. -- More than 4,000 Sailors and Marines from the Iwo Jima Amphibious Ready Group (IWO ARG) and 24th 
Marine Expeditionary Unit (MEU) departed for deployment from Norfolk and Camp Lejeune, N.C., March 27. 

 
8. Naval Commanders’ Meet Discusses Terror, Piracy 
(GULF TIMES (QATAR) 27 MAR 12) 

DOHA - The Middle East Naval Commanders conference on the sidelines of DIMDEX 2012 saw top military officials from a 
number of countries address key themes and issues evolving throughout the region, including recent revolutionary activities, the threat 
of terrorism and piracy, and increasing tensions between states. 

 
9. NAVOCEANO Using Airborne Laser To Survey In Belize 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 27 MAR 12) ... Naval Meteorology and Oceanography Command Public Affairs 

BELIZE CITY, Belize -- For almost two months, since early February 2012, the Naval Oceanographic Office (NAVOCEANO) 
has been using airborne laser and imagery systems to conduct cooperative hydrographic surveys in the coastal waters of Belize. 
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10. Combined Endeavor 2012 Planning Conference Begins 
(U.S. EUROPEAN COMMAND NEWS SERVICE 26 MAR 12) 

TIRANA, Albania – The week-long mid planning conference for exercise Combined Endeavor 2012 (CE12), U.S. European 
Command’s largest communications interoperability exercise, began today with more than 300 participants attending to continue the 
planning and testing for this year’s exercise. 

 

GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
11. U.S. Seeks Deeper Military Ties 
(THE AUSTRALIAN 27 MAR 12) ... Brendan Nicholson 

The expanded U.S. military presence in Australia is likely to include giant unmanned patrol planes using the remote Cocos 
Islands and aircraft carriers, and nuclear-powered attack submarines based in Perth as part of efforts to refocus American defence 
resources in the region. 

 
12. Australia Open To U.S. Spy Flights From Indian Ocean Island 
(REUTERS 27 MAR 12) ... James Grubel 

CANBERRA - Australia could one day allow U.S. spy flights to operate from a remote Indian Ocean island, Defense Minister 
Stephen Smith confirmed on Wednesday, supporting the U.S. pivot to Asia but likely upsetting Australia's biggest trading partner, 
China. 

 
13. North Korea Reaffirms Plan To Launch Satellite 
(NEW YORK TIMES 28 MAR 12) ... Choe Sang-Hun 

SEOUL, South Korea — North Korea intends to press ahead with its plan to launch a satellite into orbit next month, according to 
a government statement issued Tuesday, rebuffing President Obama and other world leaders who have told the country to cancel the 
launching or face the loss of food aid and additional sanctions. 

 
14. Philippines, Vietnam Eye 'War Games' In Disputed Seas 
(PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 28 MAR 12) ... Dona Z. Pazzibugan 

MANILLA - The Philippines and Vietnam plan to hold joint naval exercises and patrols along common maritime borders in the 
West Philippine Sea where the two nations have staked claims to some of the Spratly islands. 

 
15. Annan Says Syria Accepts Peace Plan 
(REUTERS 27 MAR 12) ... Erika Solomon and Oliver Holmes 

BEIRUT - Syria has accepted a U.N.-sponsored peace plan, international envoy Kofi Annan said on Tuesday, as troops loyal to 
President Bashar al-Assad raided rebel forces who have taken refuge across the border in Lebanon. 

 
16. State Department: ‘Too Much Water To Patrol’ In Fight Against Somali Pirates 
(NATIONAL DEFENSE 27 MAR 12) ... Eric Beidel 

Efforts to combat piracy off the coast of Somalia have had the unintended consequence of pushing pirates farther out to sea and 
giving them more control of the Indian Ocean, said the State Department’s lead official on counter-piracy policy. 

 
17. Russia To Send New Anti-Piracy Force To Gulf Of Aden 
(RIA NOVOSTI 27 MAR 12) 

MOSCOW - A task force from Russia’s Northern Fleet, led by the Udaloy class destroyer Vice Admiral Kulakov, will soon 
depart on an new anti-piracy mission off the Somali coast, the fleet’s spokesman Capt. 1st Rank Vadim Serga said on Tuesday. 

 
18. Pakistan Navy ‘Committed To Peaceful Trade In Region’ 
(GULF TIMES (QATAR) 27 MAR 12) ... Ashraf Siddiqui 

DOHA - Pakistan Navy is committed to ensuring a safe and smooth marine trade in the region, Capt. Junaid Ali Bahadur, 
commanding officer of Pakistan navy ship Babur, which is participating in DIMDEX 2012, said yesterday. 

 
19. North American Defense Ministers Launch Joint Security Forum 
(REUTERS 27 MAR 12) ... David Alexander 

OTTAWA (Reuters) - North America's three defense ministers declared their first-ever dialogue on common security threats on 
Tuesday an "historic occasion," even though their main accomplishment was to agree to continue regular discussions. 
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PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
20. Senior Enlisted Leaders Meet To Tackle Troop, Family Issues 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 27 MAR 12) ... Elaine Sanchez 

WASHINGTON – The military’s top enlisted leaders and their spouses gathered here today to discuss the most pressing issues 
affecting service members’ lives, and to identify possible solutions. 

 
21. Lawmakers Urge Panetta To Lift Civilian Workforce Cap 
(GOVERNMENT EXECUTIVE 27 MAR 12) ... Andrew Lapin 

Many members of Congress have raced to defend civilian Defense Department employees from spending cuts. 
 

22. Sens.: Grade Schools That Take GI Bill Benefits 
(NAVY TIMES 27 MAR 12) ... Rick Maze 

A new Senate bill proposes to create a consumer report card for every school covered by Post-9/11 GI Bill education benefits to 
disclose information about their policies on transferring credits to other schools, their average student loan debt, their course or degree 
completion rate, and how many graduates find jobs in their chosen fields. 

 
23. Navy Program To Study How Troops Use Intuition 
(NEW YORK TIMES 27 MAR 12) ... Channing Joseph 

The United States Navy has started a program to investigate how members of the military can be trained to improve their “sixth 
sense,” or intuitive ability, during combat and other missions. 

 
24. Navy Announces 2012 Young Investigator Research Awards 
(U.S. DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 27 MAR 12) 

The Department of the Navy is awarding $13.7 million to university professors selected from a record number of applicants for 
the Office of Naval Research’s (ONR) Young Investigator Program (YIP), officials announced March 26. 

 
25. Naval Medical Logistics Command Celebrates Women's History Month Jeopardy!-Style 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 27 MAR 12) ... Julius L. Evans, Naval Medical Logistics Command Public Affairs 

FORT DETRICK, Md. -- Naval Medical Logistics Command (NMLC) celebrated Women's History Month, March 26, at their 
headquarters in Frederick, Md., on Fort Detrick, in the form of a question, during its version of the popular game show Jeopardy!. 

 
26. 'Warrior Poet' Pilot Honored At Fort Rosecrans 
Caroll LeFon Flew In Navy, Commanded Top Gun School In Fallon, Nev. 
(KGTV ABC SAN DIEGO 27 MAR 12) ... Bob Lawrence 

SAN DIEGO -- A Navy pilot known as the "Warrior Poet" was given full military honors at Fort Rosecrans on Tuesday. 
 

FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
27. Huntington Ingalls Carrier Costs Must Be Curbed, Mabus Says 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 27 MAR 12) ... Tony Capaccio 

Huntington Ingalls Industries Inc. (HII) and the Navy must show “significant improvement” in containing costs for the USS 
Gerald R. Ford aircraft carrier before its 2015 delivery date, according to U.S. Navy Secretary Ray Mabus. 

 
28. Construction Delay Is Good News, Bad News Story For New Boomer 
(AOL DEFENSE 27 MAR 12) ... David Axe 

The Navy's proposal to delay construction of new ballistic-missile submarines (SSBNs) meant to succeed the current Ohio class is 
both good and bad news for America's shipbuilders, according to the program manager for the new "boomer" sub. But key members 
of Congress -– already at odds with the Administration over delays to the Virginia-class submarine -- remain skeptical. 

 
29. F-35 Project To Still Include Canadian Firms, PM Says 
Federal commitment is $278 million so far 
(OTTAWA CITIZEN 28 MAR 12) ... Lee Berthiaume and Jeff Davis 

SEOUL -- While his government isn’t giving any guarantees Canada will buy the F-35, Prime Minister Stephen Harper said 
Canada will remain involved in the stealth fighter project to ensure Canadian companies can continue participating. 

 
30. Defense Lobby Chief Wants 'Eyes Wide Open' To Impact Of Sequestration Cuts 
(THE HILL 27 MAR 12) ... Jeremy Herb 

The defense industry is counting on David Hess, the chairman of the Aerospace Industries Association (AIA), to prevent the 
unthinkable. 
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BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
31. Blue Angels Take To The Sky For First Public Practice 
(PENSACOLA NEWS JOURNAL 27 MAR 12) 

Thousands of spectators lined up this morning to watch the Blue Angels take to the sky for their first public practice at Pensacola 
Naval Air Station. 

 
32. FIRST Robotics Competition Held In St. Louis 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 27 MAR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Jason Winn, Navy Recruiting District St. Louis 
Public Affairs 

ST. LOUIS -- High school students gathered for the 11th annual Inspiration and Recognition of Science and Technology (FIRST) 
Robotics Competition St. Louis Regional, March 23-24 at St. Louis University Chaifetz Arena. 

 
33. Officials Seek Construction Funds, More BRAC In Budget Hearing 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 27 MAR 12) ... Terri Moon Cronk 

WASHINGTON – The Defense Department’s request for $11.2 billion for military construction and family housing in the fiscal 
2013 budget would balance the armed forces’ needs with the nation’s economic situation, the Pentagon’s chief financial officer told 
the Senate Armed Forces Committee here today. 

 
34. Influential U.S. Senator To Visit Okinawa, Discuss Realignment Plans 
(STARS AND STRIPES 27 MAR 12) 

Sen. Jim Webb, D-Va., plans to visit Okinawa again for discussions on U.S. military realignment plans, according to a press 
release from his office. 

 
35. Futenma Base Needs Repair Work In Near Future: U.S. Official 
(KYODO NEWS 28 MAR 12) 

WASHINGTON -- A senior Pentagon official on Tuesday indicated that it is necessary for Washington and Tokyo to conduct 
repair work on the U.S. Marine Corps' Futenma Air Station in Okinawa Prefecture in the near future. 

 

NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
36. General Offers Ideas To Govern Cyberwar 
President should make call on attacking foreign network, Hill panel told 
(WASHINGTON POST 27 MAR 12) ... Ellen Nakashima 

Cyberattacks on enemy computer systems should require presidential authority — and not be launched at the discretion of 
individual military commanders — the nation’s top cyberwarrior told Congress on Tuesday. 

 
37. Growing Missile Threat Needs Robust Defenses, Official Says 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 27 MAR 12) ... Lisa Daniel 

WASHINGTON – The United States is well protected against the current threat from limited intercontinental ballistic missile 
attacks, but the threat is growing, underscoring the need for a robust and flexible defense system, a senior Pentagon official said here 
yesterday. 

 
38. Terror Suspect Likely To Testify In Secret 
A suspected terrorist is likely to testify about his time in CIA’s secret detention centers next month but the 
public probably won’t hear it. 
(MIAMI HERALD 27 MAR 12) ... Carol Rosenberg 

The most interesting and significant testimony at the war court so far — a Saudi captive’s account of how CIA agents interrogated 
him while shackled in secret custody — is likely to be unseen and unheard by the public when pre-trial hearings reconvene in the USS 
Cole case at Guantánamo next month. 

 
39. Cracked Window Forces Mabus’ Plane Back To Md. 
(NAVY TIMES 27 MAR 12) ... Joshua Stewart 

JOINT BASE ANDREWS, Md. — A military flight bound for Orlando, Fla., with Navy Secretary Ray Mabus onboard was 
diverted Tuesday after a window in the cockpit cracked. 

 
40. Study: Military Service Makes Men Grumpier 
(NAVY TIMES 26 MAR 12) ... Patricia Kime 

A new study appears to support what recruiters have known for years: Military service transforms people. 
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OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
41. Danger Zone 
The carrier strike groups in the Persian Gulf are an awesome reminder of U.S. military might. 
(FOREIGN POLICY 27 MAR 12) ... Simon Henderson 

ABOARD THE USS ABRAHAM LINCOLN — U.S. President Barack Obama recently said that "all elements of American 
power" remain on the table to prevent Iran from obtaining nuclear weapons. The USS Abraham Lincoln -- a nearly 100,000-ton 
supercarrier with a crew of around 4,800 and 50-plus aircraft -- is one of these elements. Steaming just 30 miles off the coast of Iran 
while launching F/A-18 Hornet strike aircraft, it is one of the most visibly impressive demonstrations of American military might. 

 
42. EU NAVFOR Mandate Extension Misguided 
Targeting Pirate Bases On Shore Will Stretch EU NAVFOR Resources 
(SOMALIA REPORT 27 MAR 12) ... Venetia Archer 

In a controversial move, EU foreign ministers agreed on Friday to extend the mandate of EU NAVFOR Operation ATALANTA, 
and have authorized EU NAVFOR warships to target pirate bases and equipment along the Somali coast. Upon receiving orders from 
the central command, the multinational fleet of vessels deployed with the mission will be allowed to use their aircrafts to destroy these 
pre-identified targets up to two kilometres inland. 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Tighter Budget Inspires Services To Rethink Their Workforce 
(FEDERAL NEWS RADIO 27 MAR 12) ... Michael O'Connell 

Tighter budgets are forcing agencies all over government 
to rethink their workforces. That includes the military services 
which are moving people and jobs around to address changing 
times. 

"We're moving Sailors from desk jobs to the pier," said 
Navy Secretary Ray Mabus. "About 2,000 Sailors are going 
back to the piers just to do maintenance and things like that 
that have been suffering in the past." 

At the same time, the Marine Corps is shrinking its 
workforce from 202,000 to 182,100. 

"If you look at the composition of the Marine Corps that 
will be there in four years, it's going to be a different 
composition," Mabus said. "We're going to have more people 
in cyber, more people in special operations, special operation 
enablers and things like that." 

Advances in technology are also enabling the Navy to 
better deploy its manpower. Ships that 40 years ago required a 
Sailor for every valve that needed to be turned can now be 
manned by a much smaller crew. 

"That's one side of the coin," Mabus said. "On the other 
side, those Sailors that we do have have to be really good at 
what they do, and they have to be really versatile in the 
number of things they're able to do." 

In the 1990s, the Defense Department faced a post-Cold 
War drawdown, resulting across-the-board cuts. At that time, 
the Navy saw significant cuts to its acquisition workforce. 
According to the Mabus, the Navy has hired significant 
numbers of new acquisition professionals. 

"It's one of the exceptions we've made to bringing people 
in," he said. "In all, when we're through, we're going to bring 
in about 5,000 acquisition professionals. We're over halfway 
there." 

According to David Van Buren, Air Force Service 
Acquisition executive, his service has been addressing the 
workforce issue for two or three years. 

"When you have a ramp up of the overall budget, you 
sometimes find inefficiencies," Van Buren said. "It's important 
to always look at that and find out what you can do with that." 

For Van Buren, the focus should be on competency and 
not numbers. "There's plenty enough people," he said. "Let's 
focus on getting them trained and giving them all the skill set 
to balance their God-given capabilities." 

The Air Force has been accomplishing that through the 
Defense Acquisition University and its own internal training 
activities. 

Listen To Audio (RT: 7:48) 
Return to Index 
 

2. U.S. Carrier Construction Cost-Control Actions Detailed 
(DEFENSE NEWS 27 MAR 12) ... Christopher P. Cavas 

Although a plan to control cost growth on its new aircraft 
carriers is already in place, the U.S. Navy is continuing to 
conduct “a line-by-line review … to identify further 
opportunity to reduce cost and to mitigate risk,” the service 
told a key congressional critic. 

Sen. John McCain, R-Ariz., charged earlier this month 
that the Navy was not effectively managing cost increases on 
the Gerald R. Ford (CVN 78) and John F. Kennedy (CVN 79), 
the first ships in a new class of nuclear-powered aircraft 
carriers built in Virginia at Newport News Shipbuilding. 

McCain, in a March 21 letter to Navy Secretary Ray 
Mabus, said he was “underwhelmed” by Mabus' accounting of 
the program during a March 15 hearing of the Senate Armed 
Services Committee. 

“Not only have your actions to date failed to control cost 
growth in this $40 billion program,” McCain wrote, “it 
appears that you do not now have a plan to prevent future 
increases.” 

But in a letter sent March 26 to McCain, Mabus provided 
a list of actions already taken to avoid further cost hikes on the 
carriers. Mabus repeated assertions that cost growth already 
experienced on the Ford “cannot be reversed,” but he noted 
that problems with the supply chain were also a major factor, 
particularly during the ship's advance procurement period 
from 2002 to 2008. 

“It is essential to improve upon material delivery to the 
shipyard,” Mabus wrote, adding it is “equally important” to 
correct those issues for the Kennedy. 

Mabus also reiterated that cost was a major issue on the 
carrier program before he took office in 2009. 

“I have shared in the past my concern when I took office 
and learned the magnitude of new technologies and design 
change being brought to the Ford,” he wrote. 

Those new technologies included newly designed nuclear 
reactors, propulsion and power systems; aircraft launch and 
recovery systems; and a host of detailed technical 
improvements. 

“Today we are confronting the cost impacts of these 
decisions made more than a decade ago,” Mabus wrote to 
McCain. 

The Ford, projected in 2007 to cost about $11 billion, now 
is expected to run more than $13 billion, a cost growth of 18 
percent. 

The Kennedy, expected in 2007 cost $8.6 billion, now 
projects to about $10.3 billion, a growth of about 20 percent. 

Neither ship is close to the 25 percent marker that would 
trigger a Nunn-McCurdy breach, requiring the program to be 
revalidated. 

A congressional analyst speaking on condition of 
anonymity after reading the letter to McCain thought the Navy 
was taking a number of appropriate moves to control the 
carrier program. 

“They recognize the cost growth, but they're cleaning up 
some one else's mess,” the analyst said. “From a management 
perspective, I can't think of anything they're not doing.” 

Return to Index 
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3. Navy Ship Made With 9/11 Steel Deploys 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 27 MAR 12) ... Kate Wiltrout 

NORFOLK -- A Navy warship built with steel salvaged 
from the wreckage of the World Trade Center left Norfolk 
Tuesday on its maiden overseas deployment. 

The amphibious transport dock ship New York is part of a 
three-ship group that will spend at least six months patrolling 
the Mediterranean Sea and Arabian Gulf, training alongside 
allied military forces and responding to political and 
humanitarian crises. 

The amphibious assault ship Iwo Jima and the dock 
landing ship Gunston Hall, which along with the New York 
make up an amphibious ready group, also departed Tuesday 
from Norfolk Naval Station and Little Creek Joint 
Expeditionary Base, respectively. 

Cmdr. Will Herrmann, commanding officer of the New 
York, said the ship represents everything the nation has 
overcome since the 9/11 attacks. Its bow incorporates more 
than seven tons of steel from the rubble of the twin towers. 

A native of Long Island – and nephew of a New York 
City firefighter – Herrmann is fully aware of the ship’s 
symbolism. 

Capt. Mark Scovill, the commodore of Amphibious 
Squadron Eight, which embarked on the Iwo Jima, said the 
New York is ready for the challenge of an overseas 
deployment. In recent years, amphibious ships have done 
longer and longer tours. Last month, the amphibious assault 
ship Bataan returned from a record 11-month deployment. 

No one is saying these ships will be gone that long, but 
Sailors know that homecomings are affected by world events. 
“Our job out there is to be ready,” Scovill said. 

The New York has advanced intelligence and 
cryptological capabilities and a low-radar profile that allow it 
to operate closer to shore than older, bigger amphibious ships, 
Scovill said. And although the San Antonio, the first ship in 
the class, experienced engine and network problems on its first 
deployment in 2008, Scovill expects the New York to perform 
well. 

“What we aim to prove is that we’re past all that,” he said. 
“We shook that ship down as hard as you can shake down a 
ship.” 

The 2,300 Marines who will board the New York, Iwo 
Jima and Gunston Hall in coming days off the coast of North 
Carolina will also put the ships to the test. 

Lt. Col. Aaron Adams, executive officer of the 24th 
Marine Expeditionary Unit, said many young Marines have 
done tours in Iraq and Afghanistan but never have deployed 
aboard a ship. 

“It’s going to be an interesting experience,” Adams said. 
“They certainly eat a lot,” joked Capt. Grady Banister, 

Iwo Jima’s commanding officer. 
By the time the New York heads across the Atlantic, its 

360 Sailors will be outnumbered by almost twice that many 
Marines. 

Herrmann said it takes some time for Sailors and Marines 
to adjust to living side-by-side. 

“The biggest thing ships’ crews have to realize is we are 
one team,” he said. 

Return to Index 
 

4. NPC Officials To Discuss Post-ERB Matters At Gulfport 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 27 MAR 12) ... Navy Personnel Command Public Affairs 

MILLINGTON, Tenn. -- Representatives from Navy 
Personnel Command will conduct a Post Enlisted Retention 
Board (ERB) fleet engagement April 2, for Sailors, families 
and leadership in Gulfport, Miss., to discuss ERB processes 
and transition assistance. 

"I would encourage any Sailor, spouse and command 
leader affected by the ERB to attend," said Capt. Steven 
Holmes, director, community management branch, Bureau of 
Naval Personnel. "We'll provide the latest information on 
programs and policies impacting Sailors separating as a result 
of ERB." 

New topics the team will address include recently 
approved Post 9/11 GI Bill transferability for eligible ERB 
affected Sailors, Temporary Early Retirement Authority and 
authorization of short-term extensions for Sailors whose end 
of active obligated service date is prior Sept. 1. 

The fleet engagement team is composed of 
representatives from the enlisted distribution division, enlisted 
community management division, career development 
program and the Navy's transition assistance coordinator. A 
representative from employment outplacement firm 
Challenger Gray and Christmas will also be on hand to meet 

with Sailors and enroll eligible Sailors not yet signed up for 
the Navy-funded service. 

To date only 1,682 of 2,941 Sailors separating from ERB 
have signed up for services provided by CGC which offers job 
search assistance, personal interview coaching and custom 
resumes. Those who have not yet enrolled may contact CGC 
at 1-800-971-4288 or via e-mail at 
cgcusnavy@challengergray.com. 

The fleet engagement team will also conduct a leadership 
roundtable for commanding officers and their command 
teams. 

"It is imperative that every leader in the chain of 
command take an active role in the transition process to ensure 
each Sailor is optimally prepared whether they leave the Navy 
after four years of service or 30," said Holmes. 

Sailors should contact their command career counselor for 
local briefing times and locations. 

For more information about transition benefits visit the 
Transition Assistance web page available under the Hot Links 
section of the Navy Personnel Command at 
www.npc.navy.mil. 

Return to Index 
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5. MCPON Visits Space And Naval Warfare Systems Command 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 27 MAR 12) ... Tina Stillions, Space and Naval Warfare Systems Command Headquarters Public Affairs 

SAN DIEGO -- Master Chief Petty Officer of the Navy 
(MCPON) (SS/SW) Rick D. West visited the Space and Naval 
Warfare Systems Command (SPAWAR) to speak to Sailors 
and civilians during an all hands call March 26. 

MCPON toured the SPAWAR command, including the 
Ballistic Missile Defense Systems Combined Test Bed Lab at 
the SPAWAR Systems Center Pacific facilities, and received 
briefs on tactical data links and the Ship's Signal Exploitation 
Equipment project. It was the first visit by West to SPAWAR. 

"It's amazing what you do here. You have a lot of 
incredible capability," said West. "We are a Navy on the 
move. Technology is absolutely critical for where we are and 
where we need to be. The things you are doing here get the 
fleet ready to do what they need to do. I appreciate that effort." 

West also met with the SPAWAR chief's mess and 
stressed the importance of having a competitive, qualified 
Navy. He said the chief's mess is as strong as it has ever been. 
West reiterated the importance of the Navy's CPO 365 

program, which provides mentorship to first class petty 
officers and teaches leadership, responsibility and 
accountability. 

"The purpose of the CPO 365 program is to grow our 
chief petty officers and mentorship is key to that," said West. 
"I wouldn't be here today if I didn't have strong mentors that 
encouraged me throughout my career." 

West is the Navy's 12th MCPON and is a key advisor to 
the chief of naval operations and chief of naval personnel in 
matters concerning enlisted personnel and their families. 
Visits like the one to SPAWAR are intended to provide senior 
leadership with a frontline assessment of personnel matters 
and key initiatives around the fleet. 

"During his tour of SPAWAR, the MCPON was able to 
see what we are doing for the fleet," said SPAWAR Command 
Master Chief Octavia Harris. "He saw first-hand how what we 
do in our labs and out on the waterfront, directly impacting the 
warfighter across all platforms." 

Return to Index 
 

6. Navy Leap Frogs Fly Over Phoenix 
(KTVK TV PHOENIX 27 MAR 12) ... Catherine Holland 

PHOENIX -- The U.S. Navy Parachute Team, the Leap 
Frogs, took 3TV's Javier Soto for a ride in a C-130 Tuesday 
morning. 

While Soto wasn't allowed to jump with them, he, along 
with Bruce Haffner in the Fort McDowell Casino News 
Chopper, had a unique perspective on the show the four-man 
team put on as they jumped from the C-130 and landed on the 
field at Peoria Sports Complex. 

Really, there are no words to describe it, so watch the 
video above to see for yourself. It's well worth your time. 

Javier Soto shared his experience from inside the C-130. 
View Clip (RT: 5:52) 
Broadcast Clip - Phoenix Navy Week 
(KSAZ FOX PHOENIX 27 MAR 12) Corey McCloskey 
It's Navy Week in Phoenix, and Fox 10’s Cory 

McCloskey visits the Arizona Science Center to show us some 
of the things planned. 

View Clip (RT: 8:30) 

Return to Index 
 
 

CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
7. Iwo Jima Amphibious Ready Group, 24th Marine Expeditionary Unit Deploy 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 27 MAR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist Seaman Apprentice Scott Youngblood, PHIBRON 8 Public 
Affairs 

NORFOLK, Va. -- More than 4,000 Sailors and Marines 
from the Iwo Jima Amphibious Ready Group (IWO ARG) and 
24th Marine Expeditionary Unit (MEU) departed for 
deployment from Norfolk and Camp Lejeune, N.C., March 27. 

The team got underway as part of a regularly scheduled 
deployment to support Maritime Security Operations, provide 
crisis response capability, increase theater security cooperation 
and provide forward naval presence in the 5th and 6th Fleet 
areas of operation. 

The IWO JIMA ARG/24 MEU is comprised of 
Amphibious Squadron (PHIBRON) 8, multipurpose 
amphibious assault ship USS Iwo Jima (LHD 7), amphibious 
transport dock USS New York (LPD 21), and amphibious 
dock landing ship USS Gunston Hall (LSD 44); Battalion 
Landing Team, 1st Battalion, 2nd Marine Regiment (BLT 
1/2); Aviation Combat Element, Marine Medium Tiltrotor 
Squadron 261 (Reinforced); Logistics Combat Element, 
Combat Logistics Battalion 24. 

In preparation for deployment, the IWO JIMA ARG/24 
MEU underwent a six-month work up cycle that included 
successful completion of an Amphibious Squadron/Marine 
expeditionary unit integration (PMINT), a composite training 
unit exercise (COMPTUEX) and a certification exercise 
(CERTEX). 

"Due to around-the-clock training and an aggressive work 
up schedule, we have no doubt in our minds that we are ready 
and capable for the missions ahead," said Commander, 
PHIBRON 8, Capt. Mark H. Scovill. 

The IWO ARG/24 MEU provides the combatant 
commander a versatile sea-based force that can be tailored to a 
variety of missions, including quick reaction crisis response 
options in maritime, littoral and inland environments in 
support of U.S. policy. 

"We are extremely proud of the seamless integration of 
Sailors and Marines and their above-and-beyond performance 
for the certifications preparing the ship for deployment," said 
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USS Iwo Jima (LHD 7) Commanding Officer, Capt. Grady T. 
Banister. 

As the ARG/MEU team sails toward the eastern horizon, 
the blue-green unit focuses its sights on defending our nation 
and prevailing in the face of adversity with strength, 
determination and dignity. 

"My expectation for the ARG/MEU team during 
deployment is to work together like we trained to complete 
any and all missions," said Deputy Commander PHIBRON 8, 
Capt. Arturo M. Garcia. 

Return to Index 
 

8. Naval Commanders’ Meet Discusses Terror, Piracy 
(GULF TIMES (QATAR) 27 MAR 12) 

DOHA - The Middle East Naval Commanders conference 
on the sidelines of DIMDEX 2012 saw top military officials 
from a number of countries address key themes and issues 
evolving throughout the region, including recent revolutionary 
activities, the threat of terrorism and piracy, and increasing 
tensions between states. 

Rear Adm. Peter Fanta shared his perspective on the role 
of cooperation between navies and how it can promote not 
only safe international trade, but also defuse tensions between 
states despite ongoing international political situations. Rear 
Adm. Fanta conceded that America’s interest in the region is 
primarily about oil, although its centrality to international 
trade raises its strategic value. 

The three critical choke points at the Suez Canal, in the 
Gulf of Aden and the Strait of Hormuz are areas of concern 
for the safety and continued prosperity of international 
shipping. He said shipping is not the only threat, as the 
number of major oil terminals across the Gulf are easy targets 
for international terrorists or state actors, as they are 
responsible for 40-50% of global oil production. Desalination 
facilities are also high risk factors as Gulf states have limited 
fresh water reserves. Frequent terrorist attacks have 
demonstrated time and again that such incidents have a 
significant effect on oil prices, and are therefore a security risk 
to all nation states and are the responsibility of all military and 
security forces. 

Rear Adm. Fanta also said the growing risk of piracy has 
expanded 1,000km beyond the Somali coast, and is now in 
fact a self-sustaining criminal enterprise. The costs of 
becoming a pirate are covered by the first “piracy event,” and 
all subsequent attacks are purely profit-making. There is a 
combined maritime task force representing 26 countries, 
including Malaysia who joined yesterday, responsible for 
patrolling in securing shipping lanes in several key areas. 
They are also responsible for counter-terrorism and other 
security activities. Through cooperation and sharing 

information, naval forces can provide additional operational 
capabilities than if they operated independently. 

Navies can also co-operate despite the political relations 
between their countries. He said that the case of U.S. Naval 
forces rescuing Iranian seamen at a time of heightened 
tensions between Iran, neighbouring countries and the USA, 
was a prime example of how such operations can in fact help 
to reduce tensions and promote co-operation. 

Wael Sawan, Executive Vice-President, Chairman of 
Qatar Shell, presented the commercial aspects of international 
naval security. He said that demand for oil and gas is expected 
to double in the next 15 years, and the global economy is 
already heavily dependent on seaborne trade for its energy. 
Over 90% of all trade is undertaken by sea, accounting for 
almost 8bn tonnes of cargo. About 90% of the 2.6bn tonnes of 
oil was traded by sea last year, and each tonne on average 
travelled 4,000 miles. While gas is mostly exported in 
pipelines, LNG will become a more significant source of 
energy as terminals are built around the world. Qatar has 
become one the world’s largest LNG producers, and has 20% 
of the world’s LNG fleet. Qatar’s new GTL facilities will also 
expand its hydrocarbon commercial output, and its products 
must travel by ship through the three key choke points 
mentioned by Rear Adm. Fanta. 

Sawan explained that piracy affects 15 sovereign 
coastlines in the Mena region alone, and is increasing along 
the West Coast of Africa as well. Presently around 4,000 ships 
are transiting through the high-risk Indian Ocean area, and 
nearly 100,000 seafarers are at risk from attack. Defence 
mechanisms such as razor wire have been implemented on a 
number of ships, as well as water cannon and radar equipment, 
and risk assessments and training of seafarers has also been 
conducted. Sawan said naval resources must be maintained 
and increased in critical areas. However, private armed guards 
on board ships are not a long-term solution. 
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9. NAVOCEANO Using Airborne Laser To Survey In Belize 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 27 MAR 12) ... Naval Meteorology and Oceanography Command Public Affairs 

BELIZE CITY, Belize -- For almost two months, since 
early February 2012, the Naval Oceanographic Office 
(NAVOCEANO) has been using airborne laser and imagery 
systems to conduct cooperative hydrographic surveys in the 
coastal waters of Belize. 

The survey work is part of an ongoing, long-term project 
to survey the western Caribbean Sea off the coasts of Belize, 
Honduras and Nicaragua, based on U.S. 4th Fleet 
oceanography, hydrography and bathymetry (OHB) survey 
requirements. 

"This is just a piece of a much bigger program," said Bill 
Elenbaas, head of NAVOCEANO's Airborne Coastal Surveys 
branch. "There are a lot of miles to cover." 

The surveys are designed to improve safety of navigation 
by mapping the seafloor and locating shallow reefs and other 
obstructions in the approaches to Belize's major ports, Belize 
City and Big Creek, and are being conducted in cooperation 
with the government of Belize. The airborne laser system, 
called Compact Hydrographic Airborne Rapid Total Survey 
(CHARTS) system, is particularly effective in the Caribbean 
Sea because of the water clarity. Laser systems are useful 
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OHB survey tools in clear and/or shallow water because the 
system uses light to map the bottom. U.S. and Belize 
governments will use the data to make new charts. 

"Comparison of the survey data with existing navigation 
products showed significant discrepancies in the locations of 
charted features," Elenbaas said. "In addition to improving the 
safety of navigation in coastal waters, these data can be used 
for maritime security, environmental management and to 
support Belize's important eco-tourism industry." 

Big Creek is the country's major oil port as well as an 
important agriculture port. The nation also is building a new 
Coast Guard base at Big Creek. New charts will allow the port 
to increase its traffic and consequently its business because all 
of the obstructions and channels will be clearly and accurately 
mapped. The area is home to one of the world's largest coral 
reef systems, which makes it environmentally sensitive as well 
as difficult to navigate. 

"This (project) will be important to their economy as 
well," said Eric L. Villalobos, U.S. Naval Forces Southern 

Command/C4F Representative for the Naval Meteorology and 
Oceanography Command (NMOC), the parent command of 
NAVOCEANO. 

He said the socio-economic development value of the 
work attracted the attention of the U.S. Ambassador to Belize, 
Vinai Thummalapally, and the Deputy Chief of Mission, 
Margaret Hawthorne, who made a 90-minute visit to the 
NAVOCEANO mission field office in Belize City. 

Last week, the commander of the Belize Coast Guard, 
Capt. Elton Bennet, and the Ports Commissioner/Harbor 
Master of the Belize Port Authority, Maj. (ret) John Flowers, 
visited the field office for an hour. 

Last year, the operation was in Honduras. Villalobos said 
that crews worked two months in 2010 in Nicaragua and 
expect to work here again for about two months this year. 

"We are chipping away at a large C4F requirement," he 
said. 
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10. Combined Endeavor 2012 Planning Conference Begins 
(U.S. EUROPEAN COMMAND NEWS SERVICE 26 MAR 12) 

TIRANA, Albania – The week-long mid planning 
conference for exercise Combined Endeavor 2012 (CE12), 
U.S. European Command’s largest communications 
interoperability exercise, began today with more than 300 
participants attending to continue the planning and testing for 
this year’s exercise. 

During the opening ceremony, Albanian Chief of General 
Staff, Maj. Gen. Xhemal Gjunkshi, talked about his country’s 
history with Combined Endeavor, while highlighting the 
importance of NATO and Partnership for Peace nations 
working together to plan and execute interoperability testing 
of command, control, communications and computer (C4) 
systems. 

"Since 1999, Albania has participated in Combined 
Endeavor and this is the fourth time we’ve hosted a planning 
conference. This fact reflects the Albanian Armed Forces 
commitment to this exercise and its goals, and commitment to 
develop our CIS technologies and human relations with all 
participating nations." 

Combined Endeavor is a EUCOM-sponsored, 
multinational initiative intended to encourage interoperability 
and information exchange among nations with common 
stability, security and sustainment goals and objectives via 

communications networks and subsequent collaborative links. 
This week’s MPC in Tirana gives the delegations and 
components the opportunity to begin network development for 
the operationally focused technical planning and testing for 
this, the 18th year of CE. 

Lt. Col. Brian Heberlie, the CE12 exercise director, 
commented on the work taking place this week at the MPC, 
“This week 39 nations and international organizations will 
focus on Command and Control (C2); and Command, Control, 
Communications, Computers and Intelligence (C4I). As the 
exercise has matured, the signalers and communicators from 
our nations have again proven themselves competent at 
providing a robust C4 infrastructure.” 

But interoperability is even more important among 
partnering nations due to the current information climate, 
according to Heberlie. 

“As recent real-world events in EUCOM’s theater have 
shown, we must continually focus on enhancing a 
commander’s ability to leverage the information domain, be 
that sharing of satellite or remotely piloted vehicle imagery, or 
giving nations the ability to task and share each other’s airlift 
resources.” 
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GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
11. U.S. Seeks Deeper Military Ties 
(THE AUSTRALIAN 27 MAR 12) ... Brendan Nicholson 

The expanded U.S. military presence in Australia is likely 
to include giant unmanned patrol planes using the remote 
Cocos Islands and aircraft carriers, and nuclear-powered 
attack submarines based in Perth as part of efforts to refocus 
American defence resources in the region. 

Top U.S. defence officials are considering Australia's 
major naval base, HMAS Stirling, south of Perth, as a "sorely 
needed" place for the U.S. navy to refuel, re-equip and repair 
its surface warships and submarines in the Indian Ocean. 

The U.S. Secretary of the Navy, Ray Mabus, is due to 
visit the base and facilities in Darwin shortly, and reports 
suggest Australia might have been encouraging the U.S. to 
increase its military presence. Mr. Mabus told The 
Washington Post: "It's fair to say that we will always take an 
interest in what the Australians are doing and want to do." 

The Pentagon planners are considering basing manned 
and unmanned spyplanes in the Cocos Islands - about 2750km 
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northwest of Perth - to carry out patrols far out over the 
northern oceans. 

U.S. and Australian officials quoted in the article say 
these arrangements are being considered as part of the major 
expansion of military ties between the two nations discussed 
in confidential talks over the past year. 

A spokesman for Defence Minister Stephen Smith last 
night confirmed Cocos Islands was a longer-term option for 
closer Australian-U.S. engagement but not one of the three 
priority levels of engagement. 

They were the rotation of U.S. marines through the 
Northern Territory; greater use of RAAF bases in northern 
Australia for U.S. aircraft; and, in the longer term, the 
prospect of enhanced ship and submarine visits through the 
Indian Ocean Rim through HMAS Stirling. 

No decisions had been taken, the spokesman said. 
Prime Minister Julia Gillard last night confirmed 

discussions were being held about plans to fly drones from the 
Cocos Islands but said no "progress" had been made on the 
issue. 

The first company of about 250 U.S. marines is due to 
arrive in Darwin within days. 

Over the past year, U.S. and Australian officials have 
stressed a key focus of the military build-up was to have the 
necessary resources to provide humanitarian aid for natural 
disasters such as earthquakes and tsunamis. 

The Post said while U.S. officials insisted that the 
"regional pivot" was not aimed at any single country, analysts 
believed it was a clear response to "a rising China whose 
growing military strength and assertive territorial claims have 
pushed other Asian nations to reach out to Washington.” 

It is not clear what roles aircraft carriers and nuclear-
powered submarines would play in humanitarian missions. 

The newspaper noted that the content of last year's talks 
between Ms Gillard and U.S. President Barack Obama 
reflected how Washington was turning its strategic attention to 
Asia as it wound down the war in Afghanistan. It said the 
Pentagon was reviewing the size and distribution of its forces 
in northeast Asia, where they were concentrated on Cold War-
era bases in Japan and South Korea. 

Its goal was to reduce the U.S. military presence in those 
countries while increasing it in Southeast Asia, home to the 
world's busiest shipping lanes and to growing international 
competition to tap into vast undersea oil and gas fields. 

The initial draft of Australia's military force posture 
review, released in January, noted that "the South China Sea 
remains a potential flashpoint in the region.” 

The Post quoted an unnamed Australian official saying 
that, in terms of overall U.S. influence in the Asia-Pacific 
zone, the strategic weight was shifting south. "Australia did 
not look all that important during the Cold War," the official 
said. "But Australia looks much more important if your 
fascination is really with the Southeast Asia archipelago." 

The review reportedly urges a "major expansion" of 
HMAS Stirling, which could be used for "deployments and 
operations in Southeast Asia and the Indian Ocean by the U.S. 
Navy.” 

"Specifically, the review suggests that Stirling be 
upgraded in part so that it could service U.S. aircraft carriers, 
other large-surface warships and attack submarines," the 
newspaper said. 

U.S. and Australian officials said the remote Australian 
territory of the Cocos Islands could be an ideal site for manned 
and unmanned surveillance aircraft, such as the latest version 
of the ultra long-range Global Hawk, known as the Broad 
Area Maritime Surveillance drone or BAMS. The Cocos 
would be well positioned to launch surveillance flights over 
the South China Sea. 

In November, the Prime Minister and Mr. Obama 
announced the deployment of 2500 U.S. marines for training 
in Australia and indicated more plans were being considered. 
The first deployment of troops from the Hawaii-based Third 
Marine Regiment is expected to be based at Darwin's 
Robertson Barracks. 

The marines will spend several months training through 
the dry season at the Australian Defence Force's Bradshaw and 
Mount Bundy training areas in the Northern Territory. The 
force, which will be rotated annually for training, is unlikely 
to reach its full strength until 2016. 

By then the marines will have considerable equipment, 
including amphibious assault ships similar to the two giant 
landing helicopter docks being built for the Royal Australian 
Navy, along with Harrier jump jets and troop-carrying 
helicopters. 

Mr. Smith stressed Australia did not have a policy of 
containing China. 

"It is not possible to contain China," he said. "What we do 
want to ensure is that China, as it emerges as a great power - 
to use a phrase coined by (World Bank president and former 
U.S. deputy secretary of state) Bob Zoellick - is a 'responsible 
stakeholder' or, as the Chinese themselves describe it, 'a 
harmonious environment'." 
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12. Australia Open To U.S. Spy Flights From Indian Ocean Island 
(REUTERS 27 MAR 12) ... James Grubel 

CANBERRA - Australia could one day allow U.S. spy 
flights to operate from a remote Indian Ocean island, Defense 
Minister Stephen Smith confirmed on Wednesday, supporting 
the U.S. pivot to Asia but likely upsetting Australia's biggest 
trading partner, China. 

Smith said the possible use of Australia's remote Cocos 
Islands territory had been raised with the United States, but the 
proposal was not under active consideration and was not 
among current plans for Canberra to strengthen military ties 
with Washington. 

"We view Cocos as being potentially a long term strategic 
location. But that is down the track," Smith told reporters on 
Wednesday. 

The Washington Post said the Pentagon was interested in 
using Cocos Islands, a series of atolls about 3,000 km (1,800 
miles) west of Australia and south of Indonesia, as a new base 
for surveillance aircraft and allowing spy flights over the 
South China Sea. 

China, the Philippines, Malaysia, Brunei, Vietnam and 
Taiwan all claim territory in the South China Sea. 
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Cocos Islands could be an alternative to a U.S. base on 
the British territory of Diego Garcia in the Indian Ocean, 
which faces an uncertain future beyond its current lease which 
expires in 2016, the Washington Post said. 

Australia is a firm U.S. ally but counts China as its 
biggest trading partner and is careful not to antagonize it. 

In November, U.S. President Barack Obama outlined his 
pivot to Asia and agreement with Canberra for a de-facto base 
for 2,500 marines near the northern city of Darwin. 

Australia and the U.S. also agreed to allow greater U.S. 
air force access to northern Australian bases, and to give the 
U.S. navy greater access to the Indian Ocean naval base in 
Perth. 

Smith said Australia had been open with China about its 
plans, and its posture review which is likely to recommend 
more military assets move to the country's north to protect 
resource projects. 

"A Bit Worrying" 
The Washington Post, quoting U.S. and Australian 

officials, said the Cocos Islands, within flying range of both 
Southeast Asia and South Asia, could be ideal for not only 
manned U.S. surveillance aircraft but for Global Hawks, an 
unarmed, high-altitude surveillance drone. 

The U.S. Navy is developing a newer version of the 
Global Hawk, known as the Broad Area Maritime 
Surveillance drone, or BAMS, that is scheduled to become 
operational in 2015. 

Smith played down chances of a U.S. base on Cocos 
Islands, and said while Australia hosted joint facilities and 
visiting U.S. forces, it had never allowed the United States to 
operate an independent base in Australia. 

He said Cocos Island was not one of the government's 
priorities with its stronger military cooperation with the 
United States. 

"We regard an enhanced presence by the U.S. in the Asia 
Pacific region as a force for peace, as a force for stability and 
a force for prosperity," he said. 

Strategic analyst Hugh White, head of defense and 
strategic studies at the Australian National University, said 
Australia risked being caught up in a dispute between its 
strongest military ally and its biggest trading partner. 

"All of this relates to the U.S. pivot to Asia. The U.S. 
pivot to Asia is all about the rise of China," White told 
Australian radio, adding it would be a mistake if Australia 
joined any U.S. push to try to contain China. 

"It means that Australia is for the first time really since 
the end of the Vietnam war, starting to be seen by the United 
States as a strategic asset in its strategic competition with 
China. 

"That is, of course, a bit worrying for Australia, because 
China is our biggest trading partner. Our future is going to be 
one where we are increasingly pulled between our old ally and 
in the United States and our economic future in Asia." 
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13. North Korea Reaffirms Plan To Launch Satellite 
(NEW YORK TIMES 28 MAR 12) ... Choe Sang-Hun 

SEOUL, South Korea — North Korea intends to press 
ahead with its plan to launch a satellite into orbit next month, 
according to a government statement issued Tuesday, 
rebuffing President Obama and other world leaders who have 
told the country to cancel the launching or face the loss of 
food aid and additional sanctions. 

The North’s announcement came shortly after Mr. Obama 
and other leaders at a nuclear security summit meeting in 
Seoul condemned the planned launching — given the 
possibility that it is a cover for developing missile technology 
— as a provocation and violation of a United Nations Security 
Council resolution, as well as a waste of millions of dollars 
that could be used to buy food. 

On Tuesday, North Korea accused the United States of 
being confrontational and applying “double standards” on 
satellite capabilities. 

“We will never give up the launch of a satellite for 
peaceful purposes,” a spokesman for the North Korean 
Foreign Ministry said in a statement carried by the state news 
agency, K.C.N.A. The spokesman advised the Obama 
administration to “drop the confrontation conception” and 
“make a bold decision to acknowledge that we also have a 
right to launch satellites.” 

Whether Mr. Obama was sincere when he said Monday 
that the United States had no hostile intent against the North 
will depend on “whether it applies double standards regarding 
our satellite launch,” the spokesman said. 

Washington and its allies believe that by launching 
rockets — regardless of their payload — North Korea has 
been developing intercontinental ballistic missile technology 

and the know-how to equip them with nuclear warheads. After 
the North’s last satellite launching, in 2009, the Security 
Council adopted a resolution demanding that the North refrain 
from “any launch using ballistic missile technology.” (North 
Korea portrayed that effort as a success, but Western military 
and private experts said a review of detailed tracking data 
showed the missile fell into the sea.) 

Washington was particularly surprised and offended 
because the North’s satellite plan was announced barely two 
weeks after North Korea agreed on Feb. 29 that it would place 
a moratorium on long-range missile tests in return for 240,000 
tons of American food aid. 

With its rocket plans, North Korea also unleashed an 
international uproar that threatened to upstage the nuclear 
security summit meeting over which South Korea was 
presiding, with nearly 60 world leaders gathered in Seoul to 
discuss the prevention of nuclear terrorism. Japan and South 
Korea warned that they might fire at the North Korean rocket 
if it violated their airspace. 

Washington says that during the negotiations for the 
February deal, its officials clearly warned the North against a 
satellite launching, calling it a deal-breaker. The North Korean 
Foreign Ministry spokesman said Tuesday that during those 
talks, its officials “consistently maintained that a moratorium 
on long-range missile launches does not include satellite 
launches for peaceful purposes.” 

How the two sides could have reached a deal despite such 
a disagreement remains unclear. 

Some analysts said the North Korean diplomats who 
negotiated the February deal might have been upended by 
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hard-liners in Pyongyang who insisted on launching a satellite 
to celebrate the 100th birthday of the North’s founder, Kim Il-
sung, on April 15. 

“The problem may well be the recklessness of hard-liners 
who apparently are calling the shots in policy making in North 
Korea now,” said Chang Yong-seok, a senior researcher at the 
Institute for Peace and Unification Studies at Seoul National 
University. “It seriously damages the standing of negotiators 
on both sides.” 

North Korea said Tuesday that the satellite launching was 
a “dying wish of Gen. Kim Jong-il,” the founder’s son and the 
country’s longtime leader, who died in December, leaving his 
own son, Kim Jong-un, in charge. 

What appeared to be a lack of policy coordination in 
Pyongyang raised questions about the “diplomatic maturity” 
of the young Mr. Kim and how much control he can exert over 
policy, said Cheong Seong-chang, an analyst at Sejong 
Institute. (On Sunday, Mr. Obama said it was “not clear 
exactly who’s calling the shots” in Pyongyang.) 

Still, North Korea on Tuesday challenged American 
negotiators to read the text of the February agreement. It 
called for a North Korean moratorium on “long-range 
missiles, not long-range missiles including satellite launches 
or launches using ballistic missile technology,” the spokesman 
said. North Korea invited observers from NASA, he said, so 
they could see the “peaceful nature of our satellite launch with 
their own eyes.” 

American officials accuse North Korea of reneging on a 
deal struck in good faith. But longtime North Korea analysts 

also say that it is one of the North’s negotiating tactics to 
abuse loopholes in the language of an agreement to strengthen 
its leverage or even kill the deal. 

“They have too often, frankly, been rewarded for 
engaging in provocative acts and bad behavior,” said Ben 
Rhodes, deputy national security adviser for strategic 
communication for Mr. Obama. “We’re not going to go 
forward with assistance to the North Koreans or outreach to 
the North Koreans at a time when they’re engaging in these 
type of provocative actions.” 

Mr. Rhodes called North Korea “a very oppressive, 
tyrannical and backward regime.” 

A crucial feature of the North Korean government’s 
campaign to legitimize the dynastic succession and protect the 
vested interests of the ruling elite has been to highlight the 
main legacies of Kim Jong-il: the country’s nuclear weapons 
and long-range missile programs. The government has blamed 
American sanctions for food shortages and exhorted its people 
to be proud of being “independent” with nuclear weapons. 

When Mr. Obama stood near the border between North 
and South Korea on Sunday and criticized the North for 
keeping its people in poverty while spending millions of 
dollars developing nuclear weapons, he challenged that basic 
tenet of North Korean propaganda. 

A Web site run by the North Korean government, 
Uriminzokkiri, employing a term that essentially means “mind 
your own business,” advised Mr. Obama to “wash his own 
snotty nose first.” 
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14. Philippines, Vietnam Eye 'War Games' In Disputed Seas 
(PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 28 MAR 12) ... Dona Z. Pazzibugan 

MANILLA - The Philippines and Vietnam plan to hold 
joint naval exercises and patrols along common maritime 
borders in the West Philippine Sea where the two nations have 
staked claims to some of the Spratly islands. 

The agreement was made during the visit of Philippine 
Navy officials led by Flag Officer in Command Vice Admiral 
Alexander Pama to Vietnam from March 11 to 14. 

The territorial claims of the Philippines and Vietnam are 
up against those of regional giant China, which claims the 
entire Spratlys island chain. 

Pama and his staff met with Admiral Nguyen Van Hien, 
chief of the Vietnam People's Navy, and General Do Ba Ty, 
Chief of the General Staff of the Vietnam People's Army. 

"This visit is expected to provide opportunities for the 
conduct of joint maritime exercises in the West Philippine Sea 
(northeast of Vietnam) and other common maritime domains 
following proper diplomatic channels under guidance from the 
Department of National Defence," the Philippine Navy said in 
a statement issued yesterday. 

The two Navy chiefs agreed on standard operating 
procedures (SOPs) to guide interaction between their 
respective navies in the vicinity of Southeast Cay and the 
Northeast Cay Island. 

Memorandum Of Understanding 
The SOPs implement a memorandum of understanding 

(MOU) signed by the two Navy chiefs last October. 
The Philippines occupies Northeast Cay Island, which it 

refers to as Parola Island. 

It lies 45 kilometres northwest of Pag-asa Island, the 
biggest of the Philippine-occupied islets in the Spratlys. It is 
three kilometres north of Vietnam-occupied Southwest Cay 
Island which the Philippines refers to as Pugad Island. 

The Spratly chain of islands is contested by the 
Philippines, Vietnam, Taiwan, Malaysia and Brunei, which 
have laid claim on parts of the islands, and by China which 
claims the entire Spratlys. 

Pama and his Vietnamese counterpart also discussed the 
possible establishment of a communication hotline between 
the operations center of the Philippine Navy and the Vietnam 
People's Navy covering common areas of naval operations, 
especially for search and rescue. 

"This includes the proposed conduct of joint maritime 
patrols in these common maritime domains," the Navy said. 

The Vietnam navy chief thanked the Philippine Navy 
delegation for the recent rescue of 12 Vietnamese fishermen 
who were found in distress by the Philippine Navy, and 
another nine fishermen rescued by the Philippine Coast Guard. 

Vietnam offered to host Navy-to-Navy talks in the last 
quarter of this year. 

Naval officials from the Philippines and Vietnam also 
discussed sharing of shipbuilding expertise as Philippine Navy 
officials were given a tour of Naval Shipyard X46 of the Hai 
Long Shipbuilding Company. 

Navy-To-Navy 
The shipyard is "equipped with state of the art 

shipbuilding and repair yard facilities with the capability to 
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build various kinds of warships and high speed vessels up to 
500 tons displacement." 

Pama proposed sending Philippine Navy personnel to 
train at X46. Pama was joined by Commodore Joseph Rustom 
Pena, commander of Naval Forces West stationed in Palawan, 
and Captain Danilo Rodelas, Assistant Chief of Naval Staff 
for plans (N5). 

The naval officials also visited Thailand from March 14 
to 17. 

They called on the Thai Ministry of Defence, the Royal 
Thai Navy and the Royal Thai Armed Forces. 

They held exploratory talks on wide avenues of 
cooperation with proposals of a possible joint exercise and 
ship visit by the Thai Navy to the Philippines. 

The Philippine Navy officials also visited the Sattahip 
Naval Base, headquarters of the Royal Thai Navy. 

Major General Rustico Guerrero, commandant of 
Philippine Marine Corps, joined the delegation during the Thai 
visit. 
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15. Annan Says Syria Accepts Peace Plan 
(REUTERS 27 MAR 12) ... Erika Solomon and Oliver Holmes 

BEIRUT - Syria has accepted a U.N.-sponsored peace 
plan, international envoy Kofi Annan said on Tuesday, as 
troops loyal to President Bashar al-Assad raided rebel forces 
who have taken refuge across the border in Lebanon. 

Assad made a rare foray into the heartland of Syria's year-
old uprising, visiting a rebel stronghold in the city of Homs 
that his forces had overrun after weeks of shelling and gunfire, 
apparently to make the point that he can now tour the streets 
of the once bitterly fought-over district. 

Syrian state television showed video of Assad, wearing an 
open-necked shirt with a blue suit, walking casually in the 
devastated streets of the Baba Amr district and talking to 
groups of supporters and troops in combat gear. 

Baba Amr was an emblem of opposition and rebel army 
defiance until it was reclaimed by government forces early this 
month after 26 days of heavy bombardment which opposition 
activists said was totally indiscriminate. 

"Life will return to normal in Baba Amr, better than it 
was before," Assad said. 

Activists says hundreds of civilians and opponents of 
Assad were killed in Baba Amr in February by shelling and 
snipers. 

"He thinks he won and scored a great victory," said 
opposition activist Saif Hurria, speaking by telephone from 
Homs. "He wants to show the world he defeated and put down 
a revolution. But ... it seems he can't even release the video 
until he has left Homs. That is not control" 

Opposition supporter Abu Jaafar said Assad's appearance 
in Homs was "giving the green light to kill like this again.” 

Diplomacy 
Annan represents the United Nations and the Arab 

League. Through a spokesman he said Assad had accepted the 
basic terms of a peace plan which calls for national dialogue 
but does not hinge on him leaving office. 

Western and Arab leaders are due to meet in Istanbul on 
April 1 to discuss a political transition, and the Arab League 
and Turkey were pressing various wings of the Syrian 
opposition to try to unite. 

In a session on Monday, the People's Assembly of Syria 
called on Assad to postpone parliamentary elections set for 
May 7 to allow time for what it called the consolidation of 
comprehensive reforms and the outcome of a national 
dialogue. 

Assad has used the army to crush protests against his 12-
year rule but his Alawite Muslim minority and its allies still 
have substantial popular support in the country. 

Annan had said on Monday that Assad's government 
could not resist the "winds of transformation,” but it was too 
early to introduce any timeline for a peaceful solution. 

He said Assad's acceptance of the peace plan was "an 
important initial step" but conceded he faced a "long and 
difficult task" in ending the fighting and said he could not set 
any timetable. 

U.S. ambassador to Syria Robert Ford said in Washington 
that if would be unwise, from his experience, to take Assad at 
his word. "You want to see steps on the ground," he said. 

Annan's plan calls for withdrawal of heavy weapons and 
troops from population centres, humanitarian assistance being 
allowed in unimpeded, release of prisoners, freedom of 
movement and access for journalists to go in and out, Annan 
said. 

The United Nations estimates more than 9,000 people 
have been killed in Syria's upheaval over the past year, UN 
Middle East envoy Rovert Serry told the Security Council. 
Syrian authorities blame foreign-backed terrorists for the 
violence and say 3,000 soldiers and police have been killed. 

Violence Unabated 
Opposition activists reported several civilian casualties in 

shooting late Monday and overnight in the cities of Idlib and 
Homs, in fighting between government forces and rebels. 

Video posted on the internet by activists showed thick 
black smoke and blazing buildings in a district of Homs. There 
were wounded and bleeding men and women lying in a street. 

Syrian troops advanced into north Lebanon, destroying 
farm buildings in pursuit of Syrian rebels, residents said. 
Lebanese security sources denied that the Syrian troops had 
stepped onto Lebanese territory. 

The border is poorly marked. Incursions have been 
reported in the past months without triggering Lebanese 
protests. 

Security appears to be fraying in many parts of Syria 
despite repeated army offensives to regain rebellious territory. 
Activists say the government is struggling to hold such areas 
for long, with rebels swiftly re-emerging, as they have in other 
parts of Homs. 

In Turkey, Syrian rebel group leaders gathered to weigh 
how to unite their fractured movement and boost foreign 
backing for a year-old revolt. 

The main opposition block voiced support for Annan's 
plan -- so long as it led to Assad's removal. 

"A peaceful transition means that the regime needs to be 
changed. And that starts with the removal of the head of the 
state," said spokeswoman Basma Kodmani. 
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Western and Arab governments which would be glad to 
see Assad ousted are wary of what might replace the 40-year-
old family dynasty and its ruthless but predictable police state. 

Russia and China have shielded Assad from Security 
Council condemnation by vetoing two Western-backed 
resolutions over the bloodshed, but approved a Security 
Council statement this week endorsing Annan's mission. 

Shifting from its initial unqualified backing of Damascus, 
Russia has given Annan's proposal its full backing and said it 
could be Assad's "last chance" to avoid a protracted and 
bloody civil war. 

China's Wen told Annan that "the efforts to seek a 
solution to the Syrian crisis are at a critical juncture. We do 

believe that your mediation efforts will lead to progress in 
seeking a solution to the Syrian issue.” 

The opposition has so far rejected Assad's calls for 
dialogue saying it is too late. The crackdown has angered Arab 
countries including former allies Qatar and Saudi Arabia, 
which favour arming the rebels. 

But Arab leaders due to meet in Baghdad on Thursday 
will support a Syrian-led transfer of power, Iraq's foreign 
minister Hoshiyar Zebari said on Monday. 

"There has to be a political solution, fundamental 
constitutional and political changes for transfer of power in 
Syria but through a Syrian-led process," Zebari said. "We are 
not in a position to dictate to the Syrians what of kind of 
president, what kind of leader they should have." 
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16. State Department: ‘Too Much Water To Patrol’ In Fight Against Somali Pirates 
(NATIONAL DEFENSE 27 MAR 12) ... Eric Beidel 

Efforts to combat piracy off the coast of Somalia have had 
the unintended consequence of pushing pirates farther out to 
sea and giving them more control of the Indian Ocean, said the 
State Department’s lead official on counter-piracy policy. 

The U.S. Navy worked with partner countries to set up a 
nearly 500-mile long corridor in the Gulf of Aden to ensure 
safe travel for commercial vessels. The transit zone is heavily 
patrolled by naval forces and even used by some countries for 
convoy operations. It is used less now by pirates, who have set 
their sights on bigger targets farther away from shore. 

“The corridor has helped reduce the number of attacks in 
the transit zone, but it has also had the unfortunate side effect 
of pushing pirate activities farther out to sea,” Andrew 
Shapiro, assistant secretary of state for political-military 
affairs, said during a March 27 discussion at the Center for 
American Progress in Washington, D.C. 

“This demonstrates how pirates are constantly adapting 
their tactics in response to international effects,” he said. 

Pushed away from the coastline, pirates have increased 
their use of “mother ships,” which are hijacked vessels. They 
are launch pads for groups of pirates who employ smaller and 
faster boats to conduct attacks. The larger ships can carry 
dozens of pirates and tow several skiffs for multiple 
simultaneous attacks, Shapiro said. 

“This has made pirates more difficult to interdict and 
more effective operating during monsoon season, which 
previously restricted their activities,” he said. “Mother ships 
have extended the pirates’ reach far beyond the Somali basin.” 

Somali pirates now operate in a space covering 2.5 
million square nautical miles, about the size of the continental 
United States. Their activities have reached waters off the 
coast of India, making it more difficult for naval forces to 
reach the scene quickly enough to thwart pirates, Shapiro said. 

“There is just too much water to patrol,” he said. 
There have been successful interdictions, including one in 

January in which the U.S. Navy rescued an Iranian fishing 
vessel that had been hijacked and was being used as a mother 
ship. 

While the pirates increase their attacks on the high seas, 
authorities also have been putting renewed emphasis on 
related activities happening on land. 

The European Union recently announced it would expand 
its battle against piracy to include possible strikes against 
boats on the Somalia shoreline and on ground vehicles. 

The United States has shifted its focus to land as well, but 
not quite in the same way. 

Pirates have shown an increased willingness to take 
hostages on land, Shapiro said. In January, Navy SEALS 
conducted a raid to rescue an American aid worker and a 
Danish colleague that were being held inside Somalia. 

“Picking up pirates at sea isn’t enough,” Shapiro said. 
“We need to target the networks.” 

Authorities must find connections that will lead them to 
facilitators who supply boats for the criminal operations and 
investors who bankroll them expecting large returns from 
ransom payments. The United States also is working to 
increase prosecution of pirates and expand prison capacity in 
Somalia to house them, Shapiro said. 

The U.S. effort has included cooperation with dozens of 
nations, including China. Shapiro offered statistics that show 
these international collaborations have begun to pay off. 

More than 1,000 pirates are in custody around the world, 
he said. And while the number of attacks off the coast of 
Somalia has increased, the success rate for these attacks was 
cut in half last year. 

Hostage situations also have improved. In January 2011, 
pirates held 31 ships and 710 hostages. Early this month, they 
held eight ships and 213 hostages. 

The United States opposes making ransom payments to 
pirates, believing that this cash flow has allowed a once 
disheveled activity to become a highly organized criminal 
enterprise. Currently, the average ransom payment to pirates is 
about $4.5 million, with some totaling as much as $12 million. 
Shapiro urged governments, ship owners and private parties 
involved in a hostage crisis to seek assistance from the U.S. 
government before paying any ransom. 

The State Department last year conducted a review of its 
anti-piracy strategy and has decided to focus on pirate 
networks and the flow of money, in an effort to disrupt “the 
pirate business process,” Shapiro said. 

“Often the best way to attack organized crime is to follow 
the money,” he said. 
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17. Russia To Send New Anti-Piracy Force To Gulf Of Aden 
(RIA NOVOSTI 27 MAR 12) 

MOSCOW - A task force from Russia’s Northern Fleet, 
led by the Udaloy class destroyer Vice Admiral Kulakov, will 
soon depart on an new anti-piracy mission off the Somali 
coast, the fleet’s spokesman Capt. 1st Rank Vadim Serga said 
on Tuesday. 

The destroyer is currently on a training mission in the 
Barents Sea as part of the preparations for the upcoming tour-
of-duty in the Gulf of Aden. 

“It will be the first anti-piracy mission for the Vice 
Admiral Kulakov destroyer,” Serga said. 

The new task force will replace the Russian Pacific 
Fleet’s task force headed by the Admiral Tributs destroyer, 

which completed its anti-piracy mission off the Somali coast 
on Monday and set sail for its home base in Vladivostok. 

The Admiral Tributs, the Pechenega tanker and a rescue 
tugboat arrived in the Gulf of Aden on January 12 and 
escorted five convoys of commercial ships since then. 

Task forces from the Russian Navy, usually led by 
Udaloy class destroyers, operate in the area on a rotating basis. 

Russian warships have successfully escorted more than 
130 commercial vessels from various countries through pirate-
infested waters off the Somali coast since 2008, when Russia 
joined the international anti-piracy mission in the region. 

View Graphic 
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18. Pakistan Navy ‘Committed To Peaceful Trade In Region’ 
(GULF TIMES (QATAR) 27 MAR 12) ... Ashraf Siddiqui 

DOHA - Pakistan Navy is committed to ensuring a safe 
and smooth marine trade in the region, Capt. Junaid Ali 
Bahadur, commanding officer of Pakistan navy ship Babur, 
which is participating in DIMDEX 2012, said yesterday. 

Addressing mediapersons onboard PNS Babur , the 
Capt.ain said Pakistan believed in peace and harmony in the 
region and in freedom in the seas for trade. 

“The participation of a large Pakistani contingent with 
three ships - PNS Babur, PNS Madadgar and PNS Shujaat – 
shows our strong commitment towards curbing all forms of 
terrorism, piracy and smuggling,” he said. 

“Pakistan Navy has once again been shown international 
trust by having been given the task of heading the command of 
Coalition Maritime Campaign Plan ( CMCP) from mid-April 
this year,” he added. 

The multi-national naval task forces are organised in the 
form of Task Force 150 and Task Force 151 and “Pakistan 
navy has commanded both the task forces which is a honour 
for any navy.” 

PNS Shujaat is a missile boat which is fully constructed in 
Pakistan and PNS Madadgar is a logistic support ship, also 
made in the country. 

Capt. Junaid said the PNS Babur, a Type 21 frigate has 
been in operation since 1971 when it was commissioned in the 
Royal British Navy. Pakistan acquired the ship in 1993 and 
since then has been maintaining in its best form. PNS Babur 
has also visited Qatar a couple of times earlier. 

“We are proud about the extremely close bilateral, 
brotherly and professional relationship with the Qatar naval 
forces,” the Capt.ain said. 

“Qatar and Pakistan enjoy close relations, based on 
common faith, cultural and geographic proximity. Pakistan has 
also contributed to the evolution of key institutions in Qatar 
such as armed forces, police, health and education. Qatar has 
also reciprocated in the same friendly manner. I am very 
confident that the brotherly relations between Qatari and 
Pakistan navies will grow further.” 

He also thanked Qatar for the hospitality extended to the 
officers and men of the PN contingent.Pakistan Chief of Naval 
Staff Admiral Mohamed Asif Sandila is also participating in 
DIMDEX. 

For the first time, Karachi Shipyard & Engineering Works 
headed by its managing director, Rear Admiral Syed Hasan 
Nasir Shah and Marine System Ltd from Pakistan are also 
participating in the event. 
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19. North American Defense Ministers Launch Joint Security Forum 
(REUTERS 27 MAR 12) ... David Alexander 

OTTAWA (Reuters) - North America's three defense 
ministers declared their first-ever dialogue on common 
security threats on Tuesday an "historic occasion," even 
though their main accomplishment was to agree to continue 
regular discussions. 

Canadian Defense Minister Peter MacKay, who hosted 
the gathering in Ottawa, said he and his counterparts from 
Mexico and the United States decided to develop a common 
assessment of threats facing the continent and to cooperate to 
address them. 

Key among the common security concerns are illegal drug 
trafficking, organized crime, disaster response and cyber 
security - a growing concern in a region where officials say 
critical infrastructure like electrical grids often do not stop at 
the borders. 

"Through our discussions today we were able to identify a 
number of opportunities to better coordinate our efforts on 
issues related to national defense," MacKay told a news 
conference. 

"We discussed the need to advance a common 
understanding of the threats facing North America," he added. 
"We will work together to develop a trilateral threat 
assessment for the continent that will provide the basis for 
common understanding and approach as we work to address 
these challenges." 

U.S. Defense Secretary Leon Panetta said the gathering 
had provided an "unprecedented opportunity to try to bring 
together our nations in a common approach to continental 
security." 

"All of us have been part of what I think has been a very 
historic occasion," he told a news conference. "This is the first 
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trilateral meeting of defense ministers from the United States, 
Canada and Mexico." 

Panetta and MacKay held bilateral talks with each other 
and also with Mexico's defense and navy secretaries, General 
Guillermo Galvan Galvan and Admiral Francisco Saynaz 
Mendoza, before all the ministers met together. 

"For Mexico," Galvan told the news conference, "fighting 
organized crime and narco-trafficking represents our highest 
priority." More than 50,000 people have been killed in clashes 
between drug cartels and Mexico's government over the past 
five years. 

Panetta said he and his Mexican counterparts had "a great 
discussion about the effort against the cartels and how we can 

continue to improve our efforts against them." He said they 
also discussed improving the military response to disaster 
relief, as well as military training and exchange programs. 

Senior U.S. defense officials, speaking ahead of the 
meeting, said they thought its main accomplishment would be 
to agree to institutionalize the forum as a way to address 
hemispheric security issues. 

Once accomplished, they said, the three sides could begin 
developing a common assessment of the threats they agree on. 

"What I'm hoping to do is to establish with them a format, 
a forum here where we can have regular sessions that focus on 
an agenda and we do this on a regular basis," Panetta told 
reporters ahead of the meeting. 
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PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
20. Senior Enlisted Leaders Meet To Tackle Troop, Family Issues 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 27 MAR 12) ... Elaine Sanchez 

WASHINGTON – The military’s top enlisted leaders and 
their spouses gathered here today to discuss the most pressing 
issues affecting service members’ lives, and to identify 
possible solutions. 

On the first day of the Defense Senior Enlisted Leaders 
Conference, leaders touched on a wide range of issues 
including pay and benefits, suicide prevention, community 
awareness and outreach, and transitions from military to 
civilian life, Army Master Sgt. Terrence Hayes, public affairs 
chief for the senior enlisted advisor to the chairman, told 
American Forces Press Service. 

“This conference brings our senior leaders’ experience 
and knowledge to the table,” he said, noting the venue serves 
as both an idea exchange and an avenue for practical solutions. 

The Defense Department’s most senior service member, 
Marine Corps Sgt. Maj. Bryan B. Battaglia, is leading the 
conference. Battaglia serves as the senior enlisted advisor to 
Army Gen. Martin E. Dempsey, chairman of the Joint Chiefs 
of Staff. 

Joining him for a series of roundtable discussions are Sgt. 
Major of the Army Raymond F. Chandler III, Chief Master 
Sgt. of the Air Force James A. Roy, Master Chief Petty 
Officer of the Coast Guard Michael P. Leavitt, Command 
Chief Master Sgt. Denise Jelinski-Hall of the National Guard 
Bureau, and nine combatant command senior enlisted leaders. 

Earlier today, the spouses broke away to meet with First 
Lady Michelle Obama at the White House to discuss issues 
impacting military families. Seated around a table in the 
Pentagon, the leaders focused their attention on suicide 
prevention. 

Battaglia stressed the need to combat this universal 
problem. “We need to work extra hard and put in some 
midnight oil just to try to crack the code on it and where this is 
coming from,” he said, stressing the need for a “significant 
reduction” in suicides. 

Navy Fleet Master Chief Petty Officer Roy M. Maddocks 
Jr. of U.S. European Command noted a need to address the 

three primary behavioral health risk factors: broken 
relationships, financial problems and legal issues, which he 
said often overlap. 

The military should be getting ahead of these problems 
starting from a service member’s first day of service, 
Maddocks said. They need education on retirement planning, 
financial management and investments, such as the military’s 
Thrift Savings Plan, he said. 

“We have, traditionally, taught these things to officers 
from the time they come into service, but haven’t, 
traditionally, done it that well for enlisted,” Maddocks said. 
“We’re starting to do it more, but I don’t think we’re doing it 
well enough.” 

Later in the day, the focus shifted to community 
awareness and outreach. Army Col. David Sutherland, special 
assistant to the chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff for 
warrior and family support, explained the DOD’s efforts to 
raise community awareness and support for troops, veterans 
and their families. His staff, he said, travels across the nation 
to support community-based efforts to aid troops and their 
families with transition and reintegration. 

Troops don’t come home to government programs, he 
stressed -- they come home to their families, neighbors and 
communities. 

Communities must step up to embrace troops and 
veterans, particularly once their battle buddies are no longer 
by their side, the colonel said. They need new battle buddies, 
he added, but this time from their communities -- people who 
can assist them in translating their skills, knowledge and 
attributes into civilian life and organizations. 

Government programs can’t do it alone, but independent 
organizations working together at a community level can, he 
told the leaders. 

The leaders and their spouses will continue their 
discussions tomorrow at the Pentagon, Hayes said, and will 
follow up throughout the year to discuss progress and steps 
toward solutions. 
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21. Lawmakers Urge Panetta To Lift Civilian Workforce Cap 
(GOVERNMENT EXECUTIVE 27 MAR 12) ... Andrew Lapin 

Many members of Congress have raced to defend civilian 
Defense Department employees from spending cuts. 

In a letter sent Monday, Rep. Maurice Hinchey, D-N.Y., 
urged Defense Secretary Leon Panetta to eliminate his 
department’s cap on civilian employees. The letter was co-
signed by 130 House members. 

“It makes no sense to prevent DoD managers from using 
civilian employees simply because they are civilian 
employees,” Hinchey wrote. “If there is work to be done and 
funding to pay for that work, managers should not be 
arbitrarily prevented from using civilian employees.” 

Current cost-saving initiatives within Defense call for the 
civilian workforce to be cut back to fiscal 2010 levels, a size-
reduction effort that initially was spearheaded by Panetta’s 
predecessor, Robert Gates. In July 2011, Sen. Barbara 
Mikulski, D-Md., and four other Senate Democrats co-signed 

a letter similar to Hinchey’s, also urging Panetta to reconsider 
the civilian employee cap. 

In addition Hinchey requested other changes to the 
department, including a spending cap on service contracts, 
cost comparisons for all contract outsourcing decisions and a 
prohibition on outsourcing of “inherently governmental 
work.” 

The American Federation of Government Employees 
came out Tuesday in support of the letter. 

“This ill-conceived cap has forced managers to cut tens of 
thousands of federal jobs while the much larger and more 
expensive contractor workforce continues to grow 
unchecked,” AFGE National President John Gage said in a 
statement. “I hope Secretary Panetta takes immediate action to 
comply with these recommendations.” 

A Defense spokesman did not respond to requests for 
comment. 
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22. Sens.: Grade Schools That Take GI Bill Benefits 
(NAVY TIMES 27 MAR 12) ... Rick Maze 

A new Senate bill proposes to create a consumer report 
card for every school covered by Post-9/11 GI Bill education 
benefits to disclose information about their policies on 
transferring credits to other schools, their average student loan 
debt, their course or degree completion rate, and how many 
graduates find jobs in their chosen fields. 

The GI Bill Consumer Awareness Act is the latest effort 
by lawmakers to provide a warning to those using generous 
veterans’ education benefits that some schools may make big 
promises but deliver very little. 

Sen. Patty Murray, D-Wash., the Senate Veterans’ Affairs 
Committee chairwoman and chief sponsor of the bill, said it is 
a response to “stories of frustration, confusion and even 
manipulation.” 

“We have seen that in certain instances, our service 
members and veterans have been misled just to boost 
enrollment of students with this very lucrative benefit,” she 
said, referring mostly to some for-profit schools that use 
recruiters or salespeople to sign up students. 

“We have seen reports of veterans who utilize the benefit 
for one school only to find out that when they want to move 
on to graduate school, the degree they received from the first 
school is inadequate,” Murray said. 

The bill addresses more than just for-profit schools, 
however. Every college, university, trade or technical school 
eligible to receive GI Bill money would be covered by the 
report card and other new requirements. 

The idea, Murray said, is to “allow [veterans] to 
comparison shop among schools and to make decisions based 
on how schools have treated fellow veterans.” 

The report card would grade schools on dropout rates, 
degree completion, rates of job placement and loan debt for 
graduates, percentage of students who are veterans, and on 
how many of their credits are transferable to other schools, 
said Paul Rieckhoff, executive director of Iraq and 
Afghanistan Veterans of America. 

This information would be collected by the Veterans 
Affairs Department and made available online, Rieckhoff said. 
It also would be used to create a list of the most and least 
veteran-friendly schools, he said. 

An inability to transfer credits can cause problems not 
only for students trying to get a graduate degree, but also for 
those who want to transfer from a for-profit school to a public 
or private nonprofit school, according to IAVA. It can also be 
difficult to transfer credits between public schools in different 
states, or from a public college to a private university, because 
each school sets its own standards. 

When asked in the past for information about whether 
their credits are transferable to other schools, for-profit school 
industry representatives have said they have no way of 
knowing what the thousands of other schools might do to with 
credits earned at their schools. Murray said any school that 
could not answer this question would be given an 
“incomplete” on the report card, with students left to interpret 
what a noncommittal answer might mean. 

The legislation would require every school receiving GI 
Bill tuition payments to have at least one full-time employee 
knowledgeable about GI Bill and tuition assistance benefits. If 
the school has 10 or more service members or veterans 
enrolled, it would be required to provide career and placement 
counseling services, referrals to veterans’ centers, and 
tutoring. 

Additionally, for-profit schools receiving GI Bill 
payments from VA would have to agree not to recruit on 
active-duty military installations. 

The bill is supported by several major military and 
veterans’ groups besides IAVA, including Student Veterans of 
America, Veterans of Foreign Wars, AmVets, Vietnam 
Veterans of America and the Military Officers Association of 
America. 

There is similar, though less comprehensive, legislation 
pending before the House Veterans’ Affairs Committee, 
sponsored by Rep. Gus Bilirakis, R-Fla. 
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Murray said her committee will have a hearing to discuss 
details within two months, and that she intends to have the 

measure passed as part of a larger package of veterans’ 
benefits legislation later this year. 
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23. Navy Program To Study How Troops Use Intuition 
(NEW YORK TIMES 27 MAR 12) ... Channing Joseph 

The United States Navy has started a program to 
investigate how members of the military can be trained to 
improve their “sixth sense,” or intuitive ability, during combat 
and other missions. 

The idea for the project comes in large part from the 
testimony of troops in Iraq and Afghanistan who have reported 
an unexplained feeling of danger just before they encountered 
an enemy attack or ran into an improvised explosive device, 
Navy scientists said. 

“Research in human pattern recognition and decision-
making suggest that there is a ‘sixth sense’ through which 
humans can detect and act on unique patterns without 
consciously and intentionally analyzing them,” the Office of 
Naval Research said in an announcement late last month. The 
scientists managing the program — which the the naval 
research office is calling “revolutionary” — commonly refer 
to this mysterious perception as feeling one’s “Spidey sense” 
tingling, after the intuitive power of Spiderman. 

“Evidence is accumulating that this capability, known as 
intuition or intuitive decision making, enables the rapid 
detection of patterns in ambiguous, uncertain and time 
restricted information contexts,” the office said, citing 
numerous peer-reviewed studies in cognitive psychology and 
neuroscience. 

The program, called Enhancing Intuitive Decision 
Making Through Implicit Learning, will be making available 
$3.85 million over four years to researchers who want to 
investigate how intuition works. Initial proposals are due April 
15, and executives at more than a dozen companies 
specializing in fields like logistics, software and artificial 
intelligence have so far expressed interest in applying for the 
money. 

The Navy expects the research will offer insight into the 
scientific basis of intuition, a concept that many in the general 
public confuse with the supernatural. It also hopes the findings 
will eventually allow military scientists and planners to build 
sophisticated computer models of how intuition works and to 
design training programs to help troops learn to better use 
their intuitive ability. 

“There is a growing body of anecdotal evidence, 
combined with solid research efforts, that suggests intuition is 
a critical aspect of how we humans interact with our 
environment and how, ultimately, we make many of our 
decisions,” Ivy Estabrooke, a program manager at the Office 
of Naval Research, said in an e-mail. 

“The whole goal of this research endeavor is to determine 
if we can develop techniques to measurably improve 
intuition,” she added. 

The impetus for the program comes from “reports and 
discussions with marines and soldiers returning from 
deployment” in recent years, said Cmdr. Joseph Cohn, also a 
program manager at the naval office. “These reports from the 
field often detailed a ‘sixth sense’ or ‘Spidey sense’ that 
alerted them to an impending attack or I.E.D., or that allowed 

them to respond to a novel situation without consciously 
analyzing the situation.” 

The Navy references the case of a company of Canadian 
soldiers in Afghanistan, who, after a Taliban ambush in the 
summer of 2006, said in hindsight that their intuitions had set 
off a warning. 

They also point to the case of Staff Sgt. Martin Richburg 
who, after sensing something odd about a man at an Iraqi 
Internet cafe, managed to save the lives of 17 cafe patrons 
from the improvised bomb the man had planted there. 

Of course, such intuition is not always correct, and one of 
the research program’s goals is to find ways to fine-tune it. 
The program’s results are expected to be used in cyberwarfare, 
unmanned drone operations and other areas in which members 
of the military are called to act in situations where reliable 
information is not available or where the amount of 
information that must be processed is overwhelmingly large. 

“This is a very creative idea on the Navy’s part,” said 
John Kounios, a professor of psychology at Drexel University. 
Mr. Kounios, whose work is among the studies cited in the 
announcement, said he became aware of the research program 
only a few days ago. 

“Military equipment is very expensive,” he said in an e-
mail, “but training is, by comparison, relatively cheap. Not 
only can such training help to save lives, it can help military 
personnel to more effectively use their equipment.” 

Mr. Kounios said he believed the Navy’s goal – to train 
troops how to use their intuition better – was possible, but he 
emphasized that the intuitive ability in question was not a 
supernatural one. 

“The term ‘sixth sense’ is evocative, but risks conveying 
the idea that intuition is a psychic or paranormal 
phenomenon,” he said. 

When an idea appears as an “aha” moment, Mr. Kounios 
added, “people often think that this is a psychic phenomenon 
because they don’t know where the idea came from. But it’s 
the product of unconscious information processing.” 

Some studies suggest that the neural and cognitive 
processes involved in intuitive decision-making actually share 
many similarities with those involved in “implicit learning,” or 
learning that happens without the learner being aware of what 
was learned or how, the Navy said. 

In addition to enhanced military training, researchers also 
want to use the new program to develop enhanced technology. 
Ezra Sidran, a computer scientist, said he planned to apply for 
the naval research funding to investigate “unsupervised 
machine learning,” in which a computer program 
independently “analyzes, remembers and learns.” 

“When Pandora suggests a song for you or when Amazon 
suggests a book for you,” Mr. Sidran said, “this is an example 
of supervised machine learning” because “you, albeit 
unknowingly, are supervising the learning of the machine” 
with each book or song selection. 

“In unsupervised machine learning,” he explained, “the 
program looks at all the unsorted data and – without any 
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human intervention – clusters the data into separate 
categories.” After that sorting process, experts can then 
identify “these clusters as places an I.E.D. is likely to be 
hidden or places where an ambush is likely to occur.” 

Michael Sick, president of Serene Software, a technology 
consulting firm in Jacksonville, Fla., also said he was 
considering submitting a proposal for funding. His research, 
he said, would most likely be on how to create basic computer 
models of intuition “that can be applied to any number of 
problems,” including drones and video games. 

“There are endless applications to this type of 
technology,” Mr. Sick said. 

For the Navy, the program’s four-year timeline may be 
just the beginning. 

“If the work produces new insights into our understanding 
of intuition and the neural basis, then it may be expanded into 
a longer program,” said Ms. Estabrooke of the research office, 
“but this is an initial effort.” 

Don Tucker, a professor of psychology at the University 
of Oregon whose work is also cited in the Navy’s 
announcement, said the research eventually “could improve 
training not only in the military, but also in sports and many 
job settings.” 

“Spiderman had superpowers,” Mr. Tucker said. “But 
maybe the rest of us can learn to use the experience of the 
intuitive cognition we have.” 
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24. Navy Announces 2012 Young Investigator Research Awards 
(U.S. DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 27 MAR 12) 

The Department of the Navy is awarding $13.7 million to 
university professors selected from a record number of 
applicants for the Office of Naval Research’s (ONR) Young 
Investigator Program (YIP), officials announced March 26. 

The ONR YIP is one of the oldest and most selective 
scientific research advancement programs in the country. Its 
purpose is to fund early-career academic researchers—called 
investigators—whose scientific pursuits show exceptional 
promise for supporting the Navy and Marine Corps while also 
promoting their professional development. 

“The Department of the Navy’s support of these 
outstanding research scientists is one of the ways we will 
maintain our technological advantage for the Navy and Marine 
Corps and our nation,” said Secretary of the Navy Ray Mabus. 
“The Young Investigator Program rewards these emerging 
leaders in STEM (science, technology, engineering and 
mathematics) fields." 

The 26 winners of ONR’s 2012 (YIP) were selected from 
a diverse pool of more than 350 candidates. They represent 19 

academic institutions across the country in disciplines ranging 
from nanomaterials, robotics and marine meteorology to 
undersea medicine, learning behaviors and psychology. Each 
selectee receives annual monetary awards over a three-year 
period for research efforts that hold promise in advancing 
naval technology. The list of the 2012 YIP winners can be 
found at http://ow.ly/9QnmZ. 

Office of Naval Research’s YIP awardees are college and 
university faculty who have attained tenure-track positioning 
the past five years. They are selected based upon the merit of 
their research and potential contributions for game-changing 
advances for the Navy and Marine Corps. Many YIP winners 
continue to engage in naval research beyond their award 
periods and their research careers often accelerate earning 
them opportunities and prominence in their respective fields. 

The YIP began in 1985 when ONR selected 10 winners 
and awarded them $50,000 per year for three years. Since 
then, the program has grown steadily to include a total of 579 
recipients who represent 120 institutions of higher education. 
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25. Naval Medical Logistics Command Celebrates Women's History Month Jeopardy!-Style 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 27 MAR 12) ... Julius L. Evans, Naval Medical Logistics Command Public Affairs 

FORT DETRICK, Md. -- Naval Medical Logistics 
Command (NMLC) celebrated Women's History Month, 
March 26, at their headquarters in Frederick, Md., on Fort 
Detrick, in the form of a question, during its version of the 
popular game show Jeopardy!. 

Five teams consisting of up to five players each, as well 
as a host of spectators, gathered for a morning of recognizing 
significant accomplishments focused on the 2012 Women's 
History Month theme of Women's Education - Women's 
Empowerment. 

"We were quite surprised with the turnout on a Monday 
morning, which falls on alternate work day schedules for a 
number of people," said Melanie Muscar, NMLC's 
Acquisition Management Services Contracts Division chief 
and also the event host. 

"Mondays are set aside for catching up on weekend 
taskers and participation for these types of activities is not 
normally set for the first day of the week. Sharing conference 
room space with other commands doesn't always afford us the 
most ideal time slots for events, but we make it work." 

Nonetheless, command participation was high as all the 
registered team members were seated and ready to go once the 
Diversity Officer, Lt. Cmdr. Lydia Robinson, secretly opened 
the competition with what would later be realized as the final 
Jeopardy! question. 

"In my opening comments, I explained the origins of 
Women's History Month in March, and that it is a time to 
reflect on the accomplishments of women, and honor their role 
in helping to shape our nation and community's history and 
future," she said. "This 34 year celebration of women began in 
1978 in Sonoma County, Calif., as 'Women's History Week.' 
Nine years Congress expanded the weeklong celebration to a 
month and March was declared Women's History Month." 

In the final round of Jeopardy!, much like what happens 
in the game of Trivial Pursuit, some respondents mixed 
portions of the question with portions of the answer. 

The final question was, "In what year did Women's 
History begin being celebrated as a month long event?" 

After more than 200 questions in categories such as 
Women's Suffrage, First Ladies, World Rulers, Trail Blazers 
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and Oscar Winners, finding the answer proved to be a bit more 
difficult than one might anticipate. 

But most importantly, this was a unique experience and 
exhibited the type of esprit de corps normally enjoyed by 

deployed troops. NMLC broke the mold on traditional 
celebrations and demonstrated a new dynamic for future 
events. 
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26. 'Warrior Poet' Pilot Honored At Fort Rosecrans 
Caroll LeFon Flew In Navy, Commanded Top Gun School In Fallon, Nev. 
(KGTV ABC SAN DIEGO 27 MAR 12) ... Bob Lawrence 

SAN DIEGO -- A Navy pilot known as the "Warrior 
Poet" was given full military honors at Fort Rosecrans on 
Tuesday. 

A flyover of FA-18s from nearby Naval Air Station North 
Island as well as a uniformed Sailor who played taps 
completed the formal ceremony for Caroll LeFon. 

Known by his call sign "Lex,” LeFon not only flew while 
in the Navy but also commanded the Top Gun school in 
Fallon, Nev. 

Even after LeFon retired from the Navy in 2008, he 
continued to fly as an opponent training new naval aviators at 
the Top Gun school. 

"He loved his mission preparing the war fighter for 
combat using his expertise and still serving his country," said 
retired Marine Col. Eric Fippinger. 

LeFon was wrapping up a mission on March 7 when the 
weather changed suddenly and he crashed his jet at the 
airbase. 

The 51-year-old got the name the "Warrior Poet" from his 
friends because of the blog he wrote about life, flying family 
and virtually everything. LeFon had a wide following. 

"He was able to pull people into this fraternity of Naval 
aviators even though they weren't a part of it," said retired 
Navy Capt. Tom Downing. His son is following in his father's 
footsteps as LeFon pinned wings on his son last October. 

Despite LeFon's skills as a pilot, Fippinger said he was 
not the kind of man whose ego ever got in the way. 

"He was a soft-spoken guy and very humble and that’s 
what made him special," said Fippinger. 

View Clip (RT: 1:55) 
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FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
27. Huntington Ingalls Carrier Costs Must Be Curbed, Mabus Says 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 27 MAR 12) ... Tony Capaccio 

Huntington Ingalls Industries Inc. (HII) and the Navy 
must show “significant improvement” in containing costs for 
the USS Gerald R. Ford aircraft carrier before its 2015 
delivery date, according to U.S. Navy Secretary Ray Mabus. 

“The Navy is conducting a line-by-line review” of all 
remaining anticipated expenditures “to identify further 
opportunity to reduce cost and to mitigate risk,” Mabus wrote 
in a letter dated yesterday to Senator John McCain, the senior 
Republican on the Senate Armed Services Committee. 

Mabus outlined steps the service and its largest 
shipbuilder are taking to stem costs that McCain says have 
increased at least 18 percent to $12.3 billion. The estimate 
includes the construction contract held by Huntington Ingalls, 
new designs for a nuclear reactor to power the ship and an 
electromagnetic aircraft-catapult system as well as an 
upgraded radar and survivability features. 

The carrier, which is almost 40 percent complete, is the 
first ship in a $40 billion carrier program calling for an almost 
complete redesign from the Nimitz class it is replacing. 

McCain has begun to question the carrier program, and 
Huntington Ingalls’s performance, much as he has Lockheed 
Martin Corp. (LMT)’s F-35 Joint Strike Fighter, the 
Pentagon’s costliest defense program. 

McCain has said he wants the Senate committee to review 
the Navy’s initial construction-funding request for the second 
carrier in the class, the CVN-79. McCain also has requested a 
U.S. Government Accountability Office review of plans to 
build three Ford-class carriers. 

“It appears that you do not now have a plan to prevent 
future increases,” McCain said in a letter to Mabus on March 
22. 

‘Unique Challenges’ 
Huntington Ingalls spokeswoman Beci Brenton said in an 

e-mailed statement that “we continue to see improvements in 
our performance on the carrier. 

“Although this is a first-in-class ship with the unique 
challenges, we anticipate we will increase efficiencies and 
continue to retire risk in the three years that remain until 
delivery,” Brenton said. 

Huntington Ingalls of Newport News, Virginia, is 
scheduled to report tomorrow its first full-year earnings after 
its spinoff from Northrop Grumman Corp. (NOC) Analysts on 
a conference call for investors may question the company’s 
cost-control steps and impact that overruns have had in 
reducing fees to the company. 

Mabus wrote McCain that an unspecified amount of fees 
have already have been retracted “consistent with contractor 
performance.” 

‘Inadequate Accountability’ 
The single biggest contributor to cost increases “has been 

contractor and government procurement material cost 
overruns,” Mabus said. “These issues trace to lead-ship 
complexity” and the overlap of construction with the 
development of key systems, he said. 

There was “inadequate accountability,” primarily during 
the advance procurement period in 2002 to 2008, he said. 

The “systemic material procurement deficiencies” must 
be corrected for the CVN-79, Mabus said. 
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Mabus indicated much of the vessel’s complexity and 
associated cost increases stemmed from a 2002 Pentagon 
decision to introduce on one carrier all of the technology that 
was to be spread over three vessels -- from a new reactor and 
propulsion system to the electromagnetic aircraft-launching 
system and radar. 

“Today we are confronting the cost impacts of these 
decisions made more than a decade ago,” Mabus said. 

Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld decided to accelerate 
the technologies in 2002 as part of his agenda to “transform” 
the military. 

Huntington Ingalls fell 20 cents to $37.90 at the close in 
New York trading and declined 3.4 percent in the past year. 
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28. Construction Delay Is Good News, Bad News Story For New Boomer 
(AOL DEFENSE 27 MAR 12) ... David Axe 

The Navy's proposal to delay construction of new 
ballistic-missile submarines (SSBNs) meant to succeed the 
current Ohio class is both good and bad news for America's 
shipbuilders, according to the program manager for the new 
"boomer" sub. But key members of Congress -– already at 
odds with the Administration over delays to the Virginia-class 
submarine -- remain skeptical. 

Pushing construction start on the 12 so-called "Ohio 
Replacement" subs to 2021 from 2019 could raise costs, 
though by how much is not clear, Brian Wilson from General 
Dynamics' Electric Boat told AOL Defense. On the other 
hand, the delay could give designers more time to refine the 
new subs' blueprints, potentially avoiding costly complications 
in construction, Wilson said. "It is two more years of design 
effort, so there is the possibility of ensuring we have the most 
mature design in place." 

Electric Boat already employs 4,000 people on the Ohio 
Replacement program, according to shipyard spokesman Bob 
Hamilton, a figure that will surely rise as the submarines begin 
to enter production in a few years' time. The comparable 
Virginia attack-submarine program employs 6,000 people at 
Electric Boat. Electric Boat and the Newport News shipyard in 
Virginia have together produced between one and two 
submarines a year in recent years. 

With so many jobs at stake, sub boosters in Congress 
don't want to take any chances with the Ohio replacement. 
"Some folks want to push the next-generation SSBNs into the 
future ... to save money," remarked George Behan, a staffer 
for Rep. Norm Dicks (D-Wash.), the ranking member of the 
House Appropriations Committee's defense subcommittee. 
"The problem is you risk the industrial base," Behan said. The 
Republican-controlled U.S. House of Representatives is 
debating a proposed defense budget that adds $25 billion to 
the White House's roughly $525 budget submission and could 
reverse some of the Navy's recent shipbuilding changes. 

It's not clear whether the Democrat-controlled U.S. Senate 
will also support reversing the Ohio Replacement's delay. Sen. 
Joe Lieberman, a Connecticut independent who sits on the 
Armed Services Committee and whose state is home to 
Electric Boat and Groton submarine base, has opposed other 

cuts to sub production and could take a stance against the 
boomer delay. Lieberman has spoken out against the 
Pentagon's January Defense Strategic Guidance, which 
codified changes to submarine build plans. "The changes 
outlined today greatly increase the risk that an adversary 
would calculate that we would not necessarily devote 
maximum effort to fighting back against them," Lieberman 
wrote in a statement following the guidance's release. 

The Navy originally wanted 14 new boomers to replace 
the 14 Ohios. (Eighteen Ohios were built between 1976 and 
1997 but the Navy recently converted four into conventional 
guided-missile subs). To save money the Navy cut the new 
boomer class to just 12 vessels. Retired Rear Adm. Frank 
Lacroix estimated that design and production of the reduced 
class could set back the taxpayer $100 billion. In its more 
recent 30-year shipbuilding plan, the Navy admitted the cost 
of acquiring new boomers could put the annual ship 
construction budget $2 billion over historical averages in the 
2020s and 2030s, potentially threatening other ship programs. 

The two-year Ohio Replacement delay the Navy 
announced as part of the Defense Strategic Guidance helped 
protect near-term shipbuilding plans, but it could also create a 
gap between the planned retirement of the Ohios (as their 
nuclear reactors wear out) and the completion of the 
replacement vessels in the 2030s. "We believe this risk can be 
managed," the Navy asserted. 

Electric Boat's Wilson is equally sanguine about the 
boomer delay. "Across the submarine industry this does 
represent a bit of a slowdown," he told AOL Defense. "It does 
create issues trying to ensure the industrial base and the people 
designing the components for us are able to conduct the work 
in a manner that supports the evolving maturity of the ship 
design." 

"But there's a chance that design work on the submarine 
could benefit," he added. Specifically, the Ohio Replacement 
could mine advancements introduced on the latest Virginia 
models as the latter come on-line over the next decade or so. 
"I steal -- I should say, reuse -- everything I can from the 
Virginia." 
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29. F-35 Project To Still Include Canadian Firms, PM Says 
Federal commitment is $278 million so far 
(OTTAWA CITIZEN 28 MAR 12) ... Lee Berthiaume and Jeff Davis 

SEOUL -- While his government isn’t giving any 
guarantees Canada will buy the F-35, Prime Minister Stephen 
Harper said Canada will remain involved in the stealth fighter 
project to ensure Canadian companies can continue 
participating. 

“We have received literally hundreds of millions of 
dollars in contracts for the Canadian aerospace industry. This 
is not a trivial matter,” Harper said at the conclusion of a 
major summit on nuclear security in Seoul on Tuesday. 
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“We haven’t yet signed a contract, as you know. We 
retain that flexibility. But we are committed to continuing our 
aerospace sector’s participation in the development of the F-
35.” 

Sixty-six Canadian companies have so far acquired $435 
million worth of contracts related to the F-35 since Canada 
became a partner in the multibillion-dollar project in 1997. 

Tim Page, president of the Canadian Association of 
Defence and Security Industries, welcomed Harper’s 
“reaffirmation” of support for the F-35 development program. 
While some companies have done “pretty well” so far, he said, 
the real money will start pouring in when mass production 
begins. 

“It’s still early to determine exactly how well Canada will 
do, in part because the project is still at the developmental 
phase,” he said. “A number of Canadian companies stand to 
do extremely well.” 

What will really determine how much Canadian 
aerospace companies benefit, Page said, is how many of the 
planes are ultimately ordered and built. “The opportunity for 
Canadian industry is directly related to the number of F-35 
model aircraft produced,” he said. 

The federal government has so far invested $278 million 
in the project, according to the Department of National 
Defence. The total budget for developing the F-35 is $21.9 
billion US, of which the United States will contribute some 
$16.8 billion US according to program documents. 

When it announced that Canada would be purchasing 65 
F-35s in July 2010 for $9 billion plus $7 billion for 20 years 
maintenance, the federal government said Canadian industry 
would have access to about $12 billion in potential work. 

Persistent cost overruns and development delays, 
however, led the government in recent weeks to significantly 
soften its commitment to acquiring the stealth fighter to 
replace Canada’s aging fleet of CF-18S. 

By committing to seeing the fighter through to full 
development — it’s still not clear when that will be — the 
government is hoping Canadian industry will have access to 
contracts to that point, and possibly even into the full 
production phase, even if Canada doesn’t end up purchasing 
the plane. 

Alan Williams, a retired assistant deputy minister for 
matériel, said Harper’s comment that Canada will remain 
involved in the development project is a “no-brainer.” 
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30. Defense Lobby Chief Wants 'Eyes Wide Open' To Impact Of Sequestration Cuts 
(THE HILL 27 MAR 12) ... Jeremy Herb 

The defense industry is counting on David Hess, the 
chairman of the Aerospace Industries Association (AIA), to 
prevent the unthinkable. 

His mission: convince a Congress mired in partisan 
gridlock to work together — in an election year, no less — to 
reverse the hundreds of billions in sequestered defense cuts set 
in motion by the failure of the supercommittee last year. 

Fail, and the defense industry could take a $500 billion hit 
from the Pentagon budget over the next decade, a reduction 
that defense leaders say would have devastating consequences. 

“People joke it’s like asking, ‘How do you plan for the 
end of the world?’ ” said Hess, who was appointed chairman 
of AIA for 2012. “You’re not sure how bad it’s going to be, or 
when exactly it’s going to occur.” 

While AIA serves primarily as the lobby for the aerospace 
industry, the group has been the loudest voice in the defense 
sphere on sequestration and has cranked out a series of widely 
cited studies on how the automatic cuts would affect industry. 

Hess, the president of the aerospace giant Pratt and 
Whitney, hopes to goad Congress into action by focusing on 
the jobs that would be lost from a severe downsizing of the 
defense industry. 

“We just want to go into this with everybody’s eyes wide 
open so they understand what it means,” Hess said. “There’s a 
huge economic impact to the U.S. economy with some of the 
very premium jobs in the United States: high-tech jobs, high-
paying jobs, high-skilled jobs. 

“To see those kind of jobs go away would, I think, have a 
severe impact on the unemployment rate,” he said. 

But Hess and Marion Blakey, AIA’s president and CEO, 
are fighting an uphill battle to reach the top of the 
congressional agenda amid larger debates over taxes and 
deficits. 

Sequestration, which was triggered when the 
supercommittee failed to find $1.2 trillion in deficit reduction 

in November, is set to take effect in January 2013, giving the 
defense industry a mere nine months to stop the cuts from 
taking effect. 

But while most Republicans and Democrats agree 
sequestration should not occur, there’s deep disagreement 
about how to replace it, with Republicans pushing for cuts to 
entitlement spending and Democrats calling for tax increases. 
Few observers expect any action on stopping sequestration 
until after the 2012 election. 

“The industry is really caught up in a much larger 
political debate that is ultimately about the two parties’ 
philosophies in governance,” said Loren Thompson, a defense 
expert at the Lexington Institute. “The jobs issue is important, 
but for the parties going into an election, this is about taxes 
and entitlements.” 

That doesn’t mean the aerospace association is going 
down without a fight. After the August debt-limit deal cut 
$487 billion from the Pentagon budget over the next decade 
— and the supercommittee’s failure started the countdown to 
an additional $500 billion reduction — AIA’s lobbying 
skyrocketed. 

The group spent $887,000 on lobbying in the third quarter 
and more than $900,000 in the fourth quarter, quadrupling its 
lobbying spending from the year prior, according to lobbying 
disclosure records. The amounts were more than double what 
AIA had spent on lobbying in any period in the last decade. 

AIA launched a lobbying campaign last year called 
“Second to None” that focused on selling the defense 
industry’s importance to the larger economy. The group 
released a study in October that found 1 million defense-
related jobs are at risk if sequestration occurs, though some 
questioned the figure. 

The association followed that up with a report this month 
that provided a state-by-state breakdown of the jobs at risk. 
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A week later, the group held a lunch on Capitol Hill 
where Lockheed Martin CEO Bob Stevens told lawmakers 
and aides that sequestration would cause a “massive 
disruption” that would halt production on all current and 
future military programs. 

The industry has many defenders in the Pentagon and the 
Capitol, and Defense Secretary Leon Panetta has used 
numerous colorful analogies, from “meat ax” to “gun to the 
head,” to describe the impact of sequestration. 

House Armed Services Committee Chairman Buck 
McKeon (R-Calif.) has sponsored a bill that would push 
sequestration back one year, and he says Congress must act 
now because the industry will have to start preparing for the 
cutbacks with budget cuts and layoffs. 

“This idea of not fixing things around here until the very 
last minute is crazy,” McKeon said in an interview with The 
Hill last month. “If we don’t fix it, we’re causing big problems 
for [the industry] right now, and then we’ll cause major 
problems for the military in January.” 

With a background in mechanical engineering, Hess has 
been in the aerospace industry for 33 years, taking over as 
president of Pratt & Whitney in 2009. 

He was named vice chairman of AIA in 2011, succeeding 
Jim Albaugh, president and CEO of Boeing’s commercial 
aircraft division, for his one-year term as chairman. 

The Pratt & Whitney president is no stranger to big 
lobbying fights, as his company, a Connecticut-based 
subsidiary of United Technologies Corp., was locked in an 
expensive, years-long battle with General Electric and Rolls-
Royce over the second engine for the F-35 fighter. 

Pratt & Whitney appeared to emerge victorious in 
December, as GE and Rolls-Royce announced they were no 
longer funding their alternate-engine program. 

Hess downplayed the F-35 fight, saying it was just 
business. 

“There’s no hard feelings,” he said. 
While AIA did not pick sides in its intramember fight on 

the F-35 second engine, the group’s views will be heard 
clearly in Congress on sequestration, Hess said. 

“We’re a pretty effective group with a very loud voice,” 
he said. 

The defense industry is in a more precarious position than 
it was during the last military drawdown in the 1990s, Hess 
said, as the industry has seen further consolidation. He warned 
there’s a risk that defense companies would be unable to ramp 
production back up again if the cuts are too deep. 

“We have to start worrying about falling below a critical 
mass,” Hess said. 

Thompson said he’s seen more of a united effort by 
defense companies in recent months, with little movement in 
Congress on sequestration. 

Hess acknowledged his industry would likely be in the 
dark about sequestration’s fate until after the election, when 
there will be little time left for Congress to find a way out. 

“I don’t think until recently the companies had begun to 
focus on how likely sequestration is,” Thompson said. 
“There’s nothing like a gun pointed at your head to focus the 
mind.” 
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BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
31. Blue Angels Take To The Sky For First Public Practice 
(PENSACOLA NEWS JOURNAL 27 MAR 12) 

Thousands of spectators lined up this morning to watch 
the Blue Angels take to the sky for their first public practice at 
Pensacola Naval Air Station. 

According to National Naval Aviation Museum 
spokeswoman Shelley Ragsdale, an estimated 4,126 people 
turned out to see today's demonstration. She said she expects 
that number to double for tomorrow's practice that also 

includes the team visiting the museum to answer questions and 
sign autographs. 

The team has regular, scheduled practice demonstrations 
at 8:30 a.m. Tuesdays and Wednesdays. 

The National of Naval Aviation Museum at NAS offers 
an outside area for the public to watch the Blue Angels for 
free. 
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32. FIRST Robotics Competition Held In St. Louis 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 27 MAR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Jason Winn, Navy Recruiting District St. Louis 
Public Affairs 

ST. LOUIS -- High school students gathered for the 11th 
annual Inspiration and Recognition of Science and 
Technology (FIRST) Robotics Competition St. Louis 
Regional, March 23-24 at St. Louis University Chaifetz Arena. 

FIRST is an active mentoring-based program in which 
subject matter experts inspire students to learn through the 
application of sciences and technologies. 

"This is a terrific program. The kids you meet at any 
FIRST event are all 'high end' students - exactly the kind of 
talent we are looking for," said Cmdr. Clay Mason, executive 
officer of Navy Recruiting District (NRD) St. Louis. 

This year, NRD St. Louis sponsored the Hazelwood 
Central High School "Robohawks" and is planning 
sponsorships of more St. Louis and Kansas City area teams. 

"Sponsoring and working with local area teams shows the 
Navy is proactive in helping develop the future researchers 
and leaders in Science, Technology, Engineering and 
Mathematics (STEM)," said Lt. Timothy Raines, assistant 
operations officer Navy Recruiting District St. Louis. "We 
want people to think of the Navy when they think of STEM." 

More than 40 teams from Missouri, Kentucky, and Illinois 
competed in the weekend event. Each team is comprised of 15 
to 25 students, professional engineer mentors, and teachers. 
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Students learn mechanical fabrication, business, and 
team-building skills according to Michael Benjamin, a 
Hazelwood Central High School FIRST mentor. 

"The FIRST organization is helping to inspire students to 
do more than play sports but to learn Math, Science, and 
technology." said Engineman 2nd Class Nathan Royalty, Navy 
recruiter. 

While attending the competition, students also obtained 
information on the area's top colleges including scholarships 

offered through the Naval Reserve Officers Training Corps 
(NROTC). 

"This is an opportunity for high school students to learn 
about NROTC scholarships and how they can go to school and 
gain valuable experience," said Royalty. 

The FIRST Championship will be held at the Edward 
Jones Dome in St. Louis, April 25-28. 
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33. Officials Seek Construction Funds, More BRAC In Budget Hearing 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 27 MAR 12) ... Terri Moon Cronk 

WASHINGTON – The Defense Department’s request for 
$11.2 billion for military construction and family housing in 
the fiscal 2013 budget would balance the armed forces’ needs 
with the nation’s economic situation, the Pentagon’s chief 
financial officer told the Senate Armed Forces Committee 
here today. 

Comptroller Robert F. Hale also requested more rounds of 
base realignments and closures in fiscal 2013 and 2015. 

“Even with planned force cuts, … BRAC is the only 
effective means to meet that goal,” he told the senators. 

“We recognize the political difficulty of providing [that] 
authority,” Hale added, “but we need your support to help us 
hold down long-term costs.” 

Hale cited the Budget Control Act as the impetus for 
defense spending reductions already in place, noting that 
projected funding for fiscal 2016 and 2017 is $259 billion less 
than last year’s plan. 

“After these changes, we asked for $525.4 billion in the 
discretionary budget authorization for fiscal 2013,” he said. 
Adjusted for inflation, he told the panel, that’s a 2.5-percent 
decline, the third straight year of real decline in defense 
budgets. 

In a new spending strategy, Hale told committee 
members, the reduced defense spending would be 
accommodated by resource cuts and efforts to stretch defense 
dollars. This would include “substantial rephasing of military 
construction [by] pushing off projects [until] we know the 
nature and location of force cuts, which we don’t in a number 
of cases,” he said. 

Hale said the new defense strategy provides other 
opportunities for savings. 

“We’re planning for a smaller, leaner force,” he 
explained, “where ground forces are no longer sized for 
prolonged stability operations … We’re reducing active duty 
end-strength by 102,000 between the end of 2012 and fiscal 
2017, and it’s mostly 90 percent in our ground forces [in the] 
Army and the Marine Corps.” 

Another strategic goal is to rebalance U.S. forces toward 
the Asian-Pacific region and the Middle East, which would 
involve increasing U.S. presence in areas such as Singapore 
and Australia, he said. 

“We’re working to … relocate Marines from Okinawa to 
Guam in a manner consistent with our larger Asia-Pacific 
strategy," he said. 

Other initiatives in the Asia-Pacific area include forward 
deployment of combat ships in Singapore and rotation and 
presence of U.S. military personnel in Australia. “No military 
construction funding is planned for U.S. rotational presence in 

Australia, but we’ll continue environmental studies and 
facility assessments,” he added. 

Other planning investments involve high-priority 
initiatives such as special operations forces, unmanned aerial 
vehicle sites and cybersecurity, along with judicious 
reductions in weapons programs, Hale said. 

Military construction has been reduced by 17 to 63 
percent between fiscal 2012 and 2013 in some areas, he said, 
but defensewide military construction is expected to grow by 6 
percent during that time. 

“The growth reflects support for high-priority 
improvements in hospitals and DOD dependent schools,” he 
said. 

The Defense Department will continue to support the all-
volunteer force, Hale told the Senate panel, but would propose 
to slow the growth in selected aspects of military pay and 
benefits to gain control over personnel costs. 

Touching on recently announced reductions in U.S. troops 
stationed in Europe, Hale told the committee DOD would 
remove from Europe an Army headquarters, two heavy 
combat brigades, an attack air squadron, an air control 
squadron and other enablers. 

“Despite these changes, the U.S. will maintain a strong 
presence in Europe with greater emphasis on joint exercises, 
and training,” he said. “But the changes will lead to a 
reduction in our overseas infrastructure, and we will take those 
into account … in tandem with our two rounds of BRAC, 
which will be aimed at domestic infrastructure.” 

Dorothy Robyn, deputy undersecretary of defense for 
installations and environment, echoed support for two more 
rounds of BRAC. 

“Force reductions produce excess capacity,” she said. 
“[That] is a drain on resources. Only through BRAC can we 
align our infrastructure strategy. 

“With the recently announced force changes in Europe, 
we can do more to consolidate our infrastructure,” Robyn 
continued. “We have a BRAC-like process that my office is 
working on closely on with the [U.S. European Command] 
theater commander. But even if we make significant cuts in 
our footprint in Europe, we still need a domestic BRAC.” 

Robyn said the 2005 round of base realignments and 
closures is different from the new rounds of BRAC the 
Defense Department seeks. 

“The 2005 BRAC was not about savings,” she said. “It 
was about eliminating excess capacity carried out in a post-
9/11 environment, when the DOD was at war and the military 
was growing. It was about transforming installations to better 
support the warfighter.” 
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Robyn also discussed a $4 billion request in the defense 
budget for environmental programs. 

“One common theme across energy and environment 
efforts is the technological innovation [that] has been DOD’s 
comparative advantage for 200 years,” she said. “We tend to 
talk about it in terms of weapons systems and combat 
operations, [but] it’s important to harness that advantage for 
what trying to do with respect to energy and the environment.” 

Harnessing emerging technologies in energy and the 
environment are a way to significantly reduce DOD’s cost, 
and improve its performance, she said. 

“We should take full advantage of market mechanism and 
competition to do that, and we should leverage our 
extraordinary talent for driving technological change,” Robyn 
said. 
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34. Influential U.S. Senator To Visit Okinawa, Discuss Realignment Plans 
(STARS AND STRIPES 27 MAR 12) 

Sen. Jim Webb, D-Va., plans to visit Okinawa again for 
discussions on U.S. military realignment plans, according to a 
press release from his office. 

The visit, part of a trip through Japan and Southeast Asia 
beginning next week, is a follow-up to meetings held last year 
with local Japanese officials and U.S. military leaders. 

Webb and other members of Congress, including Sen. 
Carl Levin, D-Mich., and Sen. John McCain, R-Ariz., have 
been vocal opponents of the long-stalled plans to shift Marine 
forces from Okinawa to Guam. Following last year’s visit by 
Webb and Levin, the Senate crafted language in the 2012 

Defense Authorization Bill that froze funding for the project 
and required the Department of Defense to complete an 
independent review of the realignment and suggest 
alternatives to the plan. Those alternatives could include 
closing some bases and moving the Marines onto Kadena Air 
Base on Okinawa. 

Webb will be traveling through Japan, Thailand and 
Myanmar from Sunday through April 12 and meeting with 
foreign affairs, commerce, energy and defense officials as well 
as U.S. diplomats and military leaders, according to the 
release. 
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35. Futenma Base Needs Repair Work In Near Future: U.S. Official 
(KYODO NEWS 28 MAR 12) 

WASHINGTON -- A senior Pentagon official on Tuesday 
indicated that it is necessary for Washington and Tokyo to 
conduct repair work on the U.S. Marine Corps' Futenma Air 
Station in Okinawa Prefecture in the near future. 

“We believe the two sides must invest in the Futenma 
facility in the near-term, to ensure both safety and combat 
readiness,” Dorothy Robyn, deputy undersecretary of defense 
in charge of installations and environment, told the 
Subcommittee on Military Construction, Veterans Affairs and 
Related Agencies of the Senate Appropriations Committee. 

Based on the premise that the Futenma base will continue 
to be used for a while, the United States is demanding that a 
plan to conduct repair work at the base be reflected in an 
interim report to be compiled prior to an expected U.S. visit by 
Japanese Prime Minister Yoshihiko Noda during Japan's 
Golden Week holidays in early May, according to sources 
close to bilateral ties. 

While Japan is negative about stipulating such a phrase in 
the interim report, it also believes the Futenma facility 
requires repair work. 

In Okinawa, there is concern that improving the Futenma 
base could lead to maintenance of the status quo, a conclusion 
people in the prefecture want to avoid most. 

In the testimony, Robyn also suggested that Washington 
still sticks to a plan to relocate the Futenma base from 
Ginowan to a coastal area near Camp Schwab in Nago within 
the island prefecture, although the two sides are in talks to 
delink the transfer of Okinawa Marines to Guam from 
progress in the Futenma relocation issue. 

“We remain committed to mitigating the impact of U.S. 
forces on Okinawa and to construction of the Futenma 
Replacement Facility as the only viable way forward,” she 
said. 

Okinawa Gov. Blasts Base Relocation Environment 
Report Again 

(KYODO NEWS 28 MAR 12) 
NAHA -- Okinawa Gov. Hirokazu Nakaima said again 

Tuesday that it would be “impossible” to protect the 
environment around the relocation site for a U.S. Marine 
Corps airfield in Nago under the current plan, in an opinion 
submitted to the Defense Ministry. 

Nakaima expressed the opinion on the planned land 
reclamation for the project as a response to the government's 
environmental impact assessment report regarding the 
relocation plan. He also took the position last month in an 
opinion on the planned construction of an airfield for the 
project. 

In reaction to Nakaima's opinion, Defense Minister Naoki 
Tanaka said Tuesday in Tokyo that the government intends to 
set up a third-party panel to consider revising the report 
regarding the relocation of the Futenma Air Station to the 
coastal area of Henoko in Nago. 

Nakaima said, “It is impossible to conserve the living and 
natural environment” near Henoko under the measures 
stipulated in the government's report. 

He added it is virtually impossible to implement the 
relocation plan without local consent, urging the government 
to move the base from densely populated city of Ginowan 
outside the southern Japan prefecture. 

He also said the assessment report has problems in 404 
points, complaining, for example, that suppliers of about 80 
percent of soil to fill the land have yet to be named and studies 
are insufficient on the habitats of the dugong, an endangered 
marine mammal, and the impact on coral reefs off Henoko. 

Nakaima also urged the government to show measures 
against possible tsunami hitting the relocation site, following 
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the March 2011 earthquake and tsunami that devastated a wide 
area in northeastern Japan. 

In his previous opinion Feb. 20, Nakaima also said it is 
“impossible” to protect the environment around the planned 
relocation site, pointing out 175 problems. 
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NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
36. General Offers Ideas To Govern Cyberwar 
President should make call on attacking foreign network, Hill panel told 
(WASHINGTON POST 27 MAR 12) ... Ellen Nakashima 

Cyberattacks on enemy computer systems should require 
presidential authority — and not be launched at the discretion 
of individual military commanders — the nation’s top 
cyberwarrior told Congress on Tuesday. 

The comment by Gen. Keith Alexander, the head of U.S. 
Cyber Command, offered a rare glimpse into a largely 
classified debate over standing rules of engagement for the 
military in cyberspace. Those rules govern what commanders 
can and cannot do on their own authority outside of war zones. 

“It really comes down to, so what are those reactions that 
make sense that we can do defensively, analogous to the 
missile shoot-down?” he told the Senate Armed Services 
Committee. 

“But if you are to go after a computer in foreign space or 
some other thing, that might be a response option that would 
now take, I think, the president and the [defense] secretary to 
step in and start making decisions, versus us taking that on,” 
Alexander said. “And I think that’s probably where we’ll end 
up, and that makes a lot of sense from my perspective.” 

Alexander’s remarks came during a hearing that 
highlighted senators’ concerns about the growing threats to 
U.S. military, civilian and commercial networks dependent on 
the Internet. The threats are coming from foreign 
governments, criminals and hackers and may one day also 
come from terrorists, officials warn. 

The rules of engagement were last updated in 2005 and 
are being revised to reflect advances in technology and 
capabilities. 

“We are pushing for what we think we need,” Alexander 
said, noting that his staff is working with the chairman of the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff, the Joint Staff and the Pentagon’s 
civilian leadership. The draft rules also will be vetted by other 
agencies and the National Security Council. 

“Issues being ironed out are what specific set of 
authorities we will receive, conditions in which we can 

conduct response actions,” he said, adding that the work is 
likely to be done “in the next few months.” 

The military is not allowed to take actions outside of its 
computer networks without special permission. Alexander 
alluded to a contentious debate that has been going on for 
years inside the Defense Department and the administration 
about how and when cyberwarriors might take aim at 
adversaries beyond their network boundaries. 

He said that the National Security Agency, which 
Alexander also heads, once detected in foreign computer 
networks an adversary trying to steal three gigabytes of data 
from an American defense contractor. The challenge was in 
alerting the company so that a response could be taken in time 
to stop the theft, he said. 

Alexander likened it to seeing a cyber-intrusion happen at 
“network speed” and then “trying to send a regular mail letter 
to them [saying] that you’re being attacked.” 

He added, “There has got to be a better way to do that.” 
Cyber Command was created in 2010 at Fort Meade, next 

to the operations center for the NSA, the nation’s largest spy 
agency. 

Alexander also said that companies providing essential 
services such as electricity and water should meet “some set of 
standards” for network security as well as share data on 
network attacks with the government. Pending legislation aims 
at achieving those goals. 

Some Obama administration officials in recent months 
objected when Alexander said publicly that he wanted greater 
legal authority to protect the nation’s critical private-sector 
computer networks against cyberattacks. 

On Tuesday, when committee Chairman Carl Levin (D-
Mich.) asked whether he was seeking additional legal 
authority, Alexander said, “No, chairman.” 
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37. Growing Missile Threat Needs Robust Defenses, Official Says 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 27 MAR 12) ... Lisa Daniel 

WASHINGTON – The United States is well protected 
against the current threat from limited intercontinental ballistic 
missile attacks, but the threat is growing, underscoring the 
need for a robust and flexible defense system, a senior 
Pentagon official said here yesterday. 

Development and deployment of the Ground-based 
Midcourse Defense System protects the United States against 
the current threats posed by nations such as North Korea and 
Iran, Madelyn R. Creedon, assistant secretary of defense for 
global strategic affairs, said at the 10th Annual U.S. Missile 
Defense Conference. 

With 30 ground-based interceptors in place, the United 
States is well protected against the current threat, she said at 
the conference, sponsored by the American Institute of 
Aeronautics and Astronautics. 

“Maintaining this advantageous position is essential,” she 
added. “As the threat matures -- and it will -- we will 
continued to improve the GMD system, including enhanced 
performance by the [interceptors] and the deployment of new 
sensors.” 

Creedon outlined the Defense Department’s ballistic 
missile defense plans and priorities as part of the military 
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strategic guidance President Barack Obama issued in January. 
She detailed U.S. progress in sustaining a strong homeland 
defense, strengthening regional missile defense, and fostering 
increased international cooperation. 

Obama’s fiscal 2013 budget request to Congress includes 
$9.7 billion -- part of $47.4 billion over five years -- for 
missile defense. Though the request is down slightly from the 
current year, Creedon said, it adequately supports the U.S. 
commitment to both homeland security and regional defense. 

The improved ground-based system requires a satellite 
tracking system, as well as the Standard Missile 3 Block IIA 
and IIB interceptors. “These efforts will help to ensure that the 
United States possesses a superior capability to counter 
projected threats for the foreseeable future,” Creedon said. 

The United States also is developing a “hedge strategy,” 
Creedon added, to address possible delays in the development 
of the system or emerging threats. “The United States must be 
well hedged against the rapid emergence of a threat that 
undermines the advantage we have today,” she said. 

Creedon said development of the four-phase system 
includes: 

 Development of the two-stage ground-based 
interceptor and completion of 14 silos at Fort Greely, 
Alaska; 

 Inclusion of funding in the fiscal 2013 budget request 
to improve the ground-based system with early 
warning radars, advanced sensors, and improved 
command and control software, all designed to make 
the system increasingly more efficient; 

 Deployment of the SM-3 IIB in Europe early in the 
next decade, providing early interception capabilities 
from a possible Iranian attack and other emerging 
threats; and 

 The purchase of five more ground-based interceptors 
to improve rapid response and allow for testing and 
spares, as well as “to keep the GBI production line 
warm.” 

After a decade of progress in fielding capabilities against 
short- and medium-range ballistic missiles, “the United States 
is now capable of significantly strengthening the protection of 
its forces abroad and assisting its allies and partners in 
providing for their own defense,” Creedon said. 

The short and medium ballistic missile threat is rapidly 
expanding in areas where the U.S. military is deployed, and 
Defense Department officials are reviewing the best ways to 
address the threat with systems that are mobile, flexible and 

region-specific, Creedon said. Such regional architectures will 
augment homeland defense, she added. 

The commitment to missile defense is growing among 
NATO nations, Creedon said, and the United States deployed 
the first phase of its European-based system with the guided 
missile cruiser USS Monterey, carrying SM-3 interceptors, in 
the Mediterranean Sea. 

In August, Turkish officials announced they would host a 
forward-based radar system, and it was deployed in 
December, Creedon said. And the U.S. Air Operations 
Center’s command and control capabilities at Ramstein Air 
Base, Germany, now are operational, she said. 

In Phase 2, a land-based SM-3 site will be developed in 
Romania, with Block II interceptors deployed on land and sea, 
and is expected to be operational in 2015, Creedon said. Spain 
has agreed to host four U.S. Aegis destroyers in Rota, with the 
first two ships scheduled to arrive in 2014, she said. 

In Phase 3, a second land-based SM-3 site will be 
deployed to Poland, with SM-3 Block IIA interceptors 
deployed on land and sea, extending coverage to all NATO 
European countries. 

In Phase 4, the SM-3 IIB will be deployed around 2020, 
which Creedon called “an important enhancement.” 

“Iran continues to develop ballistic missiles that are 
capable of threatening all of NATO [in] Europe,” she said. 
“The capability will eventually enhance the protection of the 
United States by providing an early shot against an Iranian 
long-range ICBM headed to the U.S. homeland.” 

The administration’s February 2010 missile defense 
review outlined these priorities: 

 Defending the homeland against the threat of a 
limited ballistic missile attack; 

 Defending against regional missile threats to U.S. 
forces while protecting allies and partners and 
enabling them to protect themselves; 

 Testing new technologies under operationally 
realistic conditions before deploying them; 

 Keeping new capabilities fiscally sustainable over the 
long term; 

 Ensuring capabilities are flexible enough to adapt as 
threats change; and 

 Seeking to lead expanded international efforts for 
missile defense. 
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38. Terror Suspect Likely To Testify In Secret 
A suspected terrorist is likely to testify about his time in CIA’s secret detention centers next month but the 
public probably won’t hear it. 
(MIAMI HERALD 27 MAR 12) ... Carol Rosenberg 

The most interesting and significant testimony at the war 
court so far — a Saudi captive’s account of how CIA agents 
interrogated him while shackled in secret custody — is likely 
to be unseen and unheard by the public when pre-trial hearings 
reconvene in the USS Cole case at Guantánamo next month. 

Defense lawyers write in a motion unsealed Monday that 
they’ll call Abd al Rahim al Nashiri, 47, as a witness to 

describe the trauma of his CIA interrogations in their bid to 
win a court order that he be unshackled during prison camp 
meetings with his attorneys. 

Nashiri is accused of orchestrating al Qaida’s suicide 
bombing of a U.S. Navy warship, the USS Cole, off Yemen in 
October 2000. Seventeen U.S. Sailors were killed in the 
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attack, and the Pentagon war court prosecutor is pursuing this 
case as its first death-penalty trial. 

Declassified abuse investigations show that, while Nashiri 
was shackled, CIA agents waterboarded him, racked a semi-
automatic handgun near his head and used a power drill to 
frighten him in 2002 and 2003. 

But other details of Nashiri’s interrogations are still 
considered national security secrets — for example where the 
CIA agents did it, their identities and perhaps other still-
undisclosed techniques. 

So, his defense attorney, Rick Kammen, said this week he 
expected Nashiri’s April 11 testimony to be closed by Army 
Col. James Pohl, the war court judge, who in January referred 
to “the classified nature of said treatment.” 

“If the prosecution seeks to have that testimony be public, 
we would not oppose that request,” said Kammen. “But we 
doubt such a request will be coming from the prosecution. 
Transparency only goes so far.” 

At the Pentagon, the war court spokesman, Army Lt. Col. 
Todd Breasseale wouldn’t say whether the court would be 
open during the testimony. Under Obama administration war 
court reforms, the commissions follow the federal Classified 
Information Procedures Act and other federal case law in 
deciding whether to open or close, he added. 

The chief prosecutor has repeatedly described the 
Guantánamo cases as engaging in a balancing act between the 
public’s right to see the proceedings and the need to safeguard 
“classified information involving sources and methods of 
intelligence-gathering.” 

“Prosecutors and judges — military or federal — do not 
have the discretion to declassify information,” Army Brig. 
Gen. Mark Martins said in a statement Monday night. “We 
must interpret and apply the law to carry on the trial as 
transparently as possible but while also protecting these other 
interests.” 

At issue in the motion is whether the judge will order the 
prison camps commander, a Navy admiral, to remove 
Nashiri’s shackles during meetings with his lawyers. So far, 
guards have shackled Nashiri’s ankles to the floor, and 
stepped outside the meeting. 

His lawyers argue he is so traumatized by his CIA 
treatment — they claim he was in chains or shackled for about 
four years at secret CIA prisons — that being shackled at 
Guantánamo impairs his ability to work with his lawyers. 
They want him to explain it to the judge next month. 

One reason they want him unshackled: His lawyers want 
him to demonstrate for his legal team some aspects of his 
treatment — “how events occurred,” they write — as they 
prepare for the trial before a military jury, now slated to start 
Nov. 9. 

To bolster their argument, the defense lawyers write in 
their 15-page brief that the judge allowed Nashiri to sit 
unshackled in court during his Nov. 9 arraignment, and during 
subsequent hearings Jan 17-18. Nashiri was also “unrestrained 

and could move around freely” in recent meetings with 
International Red Cross delegates at the prison camps, they 
wrote. 

The prosecution response to the motion was still under 
seal at the war court on Tuesday. The Pentagon spokesman, 
Breasseale, wouldn’t say why the prison keeps Nashiri 
shackled at meetings with his lawyers but allowed him to sit 
without restraints alongside them at the war court compound, 
Camp Justice. 

“We do not discuss cases that are currently under 
litigation,” he said, “nor do we discuss the security apparatus 
around the detainees.” 

Nashiri’s lawyers argue in their brief that “the act of 
shackling is a retraumatization of past torture” by the CIA 
before President George W. Bush ordered Nashiri’s transfer to 
Guantánamo in September 2006 for trial. 

Nashiri’s lawyers propose to have a New York 
psychologist, Barry Rosenfeld of Fordham University, testify 
as well. 

Reached by The Miami Herald on Monday, Rosenfeld 
declined to say whether he had met Nashiri or had obtained 
the top secret clearances required to enter the maximum-
security courtroom during the Cole proceedings. “I can’t 
confirm or deny that I’m allowed to speak,” he said. 

The Pentagon whose war court website boasts 
“transparency, fairness, justice” permits reporters and legal 
observers to watch the military commissions from a room 
behind the court whose audio has a 40-second delay — time to 
let an intelligence agent censor classified information that 
might come up during open proceedings. 

The war court manual also permits the judge and 
prosecution to craft summaries of classified information. The 
accused and his lawyers see only the summaries, not the 
underlying information. The manual also allows the military to 
close the court to the public for testimony involving classified 
information that the defense lawyers and defendants already 
know — such as what the CIA did to Nashiri. 

Attorneys at the American Civil Liberties Union were 
considering how they’d protest a closure, said Zachary 
Katznelson, a sometime Guantánamo war court observer who 
urged the government to promptly declassify material 
involving the alleged Cole bomber’s CIA interrogations. 

“U.S. officials have repeatedly spoken about and 
acknowledged the torture techniques the CIA used on Mr. al-
Nashiri — from waterboarding to sleep deprivation to 
numerous other brutal tactics,” he said. “Since this is all 
already public, there is no valid reason to censor Mr. al-
Nashiri’s statements about what the CIA did to him.” 

“If the U.S. government wants military commissions to be 
perceived as legitimate, “ he added, “the commissions cannot 
censor testimony about torture and abuse committed by the 
CIA. Particularly not in a death penalty case where the issue is 
front and center.” 
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39. Cracked Window Forces Mabus’ Plane Back To Md. 
(NAVY TIMES 27 MAR 12) ... Joshua Stewart 

JOINT BASE ANDREWS, Md. — A military flight 
bound for Orlando, Fla., with Navy Secretary Ray Mabus 

onboard was diverted Tuesday after a window in the cockpit 
cracked. 
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The Gulfstream V, which was about 40 minutes away 
from Orlando International Airport, instead returned to Joint 
Base Andrews, where it originated. 

Nobody was injured. The double-paned glass in the 
cockpit fractured into several pieces but stayed intact — 
shards of glass were not scattered about the aircraft nor was 
cabin pressure lost. The plane diverted back to Andrews for 
repairs before Mabus begins a two week trip around the 
Pacific on Wednesday. 

Mabus was headed to the Alliance to Save Energy’s 
Energy Efficiency Global Forum to deliver a speech on the 
Navy’s efforts to use renewable fuels and power sources. 

Mabus learned that the plane had been diverted while 
being interviewed by a Navy Times reporter aboard the flight. 
An aide got Mabus’s attention between questions, explained 
the situation and pointed out that the aircraft had turned 
around and would need to descend to 10,000 feet. 

Mabus and others onboard were able to look into the 
cockpit and see the damaged window. Passengers remained 
calm, and the flight continued much like nothing had 
happened. 
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40. Study: Military Service Makes Men Grumpier 
(NAVY TIMES 26 MAR 12) ... Patricia Kime 

A new study appears to support what recruiters have 
known for years: Military service transforms people. 

But for friends, family and future co-workers of recruits, 
the transformation may not be for the better. 

The study from Washington University in St. Louis found 
that military service — combat excluded — seems to make 
men less “agreeable.” And the effects appear to linger long 
after troops hang up their uniforms. 

U.S. and German researchers looked at two groups of 
German male students, all of whom were required to join the 
military or choose civilian volunteer service programs after 
high school. The subjects were given personality tests before 
their service and were followed for nearly six years after, 
receiving three additional tests. 

According to the results, students who elected military 
service were less agreeable and less neurotic to begin with 
than their civilian counterparts. But they were even less 
agreeable — a measure of the subjects’ ability to be pleasant 
and accommodating in social situations — after serving. 

In short, military service made them grumpier. 
“Military recruits are a little less warm and friendly to 

begin with and the military experience seems to reinforce this 
— as after service, men score even lower on agreeableness 

when compared to individuals who did not go into the 
military,” said lead study author Joshua Jackson. “This 
influence appears to linger long after the soldier has re-entered 
the workforce or returned to college.” 

A low level of “agreeableness” corresponds to 
personalities that are less likely to worry, more prone to 
aggression and favor competition over cooperation — traits 
that may be great for waging war or conducting business but 
not so terrific for personal relationships. 

A separate study conducted in 2006 at University of 
California-Riverside showed that lower levels of 
agreeableness correspond with higher levels of conflict in 
romantic relationships and difficulties getting along with 
friends. 

Still, there is an upside, Jackson added. “People with 
lower levels of agreeableness are often more likely to fight 
their way up the corporate ladder and make the sometimes 
unpopular decisions that can be necessary for business 
success,” he said. 

The new study, “Military Training and Personality Trait 
Development: Does the Military Make the Man or Does the 
Man Make the Military?” was published in the journal 
Psychological Science. 
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OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
41. Danger Zone 
The carrier strike groups in the Persian Gulf are an awesome reminder of U.S. military might. 
(FOREIGN POLICY 27 MAR 12) ... Simon Henderson 

ABOARD THE USS ABRAHAM LINCOLN — U.S. 
President Barack Obama recently said that "all elements of 
American power" remain on the table to prevent Iran from 
obtaining nuclear weapons. The USS Abraham Lincoln -- a 
nearly 100,000-ton supercarrier with a crew of around 4,800 
and 50-plus aircraft -- is one of these elements. Steaming just 
30 miles off the coast of Iran while launching F/A-18 Hornet 
strike aircraft, it is one of the most visibly impressive 
demonstrations of American military might. 

If strategic power can be measured in decibels, the flight 
operations of a U.S. Navy aircraft carrier must rank at the top. 
Even if one wears earplugs as well as ear protectors, the noise 
on the flight deck is overwhelming. Depending on the aircraft 
type and the payload it is carrying, each F/A-18 is catapulted 

off either at full power or with the additional fiery blast of 
afterburners. Similarly on landing, the throttles are opened in 
case the aircraft's hook does not catch on one of the four 
arrestor wires stretched across the deck. An aircraft that 
misses is labeled a "bolter" and has only yards to once again 
become airborne and fly round for another attempt. In several 
hours of watching, there were few "bolters." Most pilots 
caught their target, the third wire. 

The Lincoln has two squadrons of F/A-18C Hornets and 
two of the more advanced, two-seater F/A-18E/F Super 
Hornets, known as "Rhinos." Both types can perform ground 
strike as well as air-to-air roles. In addition, there were several 
EA-6B Prowlers, electronic warfare aircraft designed to detect 
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and jam enemy radars, and an E-2C Hawkeye, with its giant 
circular radar, providing early-warning detection. 

To the layperson and probably also the expert, it is hard to 
find the appropriate word to describe the potential of a carrier 
like the Lincoln. Superlatives like "incredible," 
"extraordinary," and "impressive" fall short. Put in simpler 
terms, it is, well, awesome. 

The carrier, in a blurb handed out to visitors like myself, 
defines its mission as "to provide a credible, sustainable, 
independent forward presence and conventional deterrence in 
peacetime." (Emphasis in the original.) 

With the carrier minutes from Iranian airspace, the term 
"forward presence" could be summed up, less diplomatically, 
as being "in your face." I can't speak for "credible" -- the 
question is perhaps best directed to Tehran -- but "sustainable" 
seems right, at least in terms of apparent effortlessness. And 
though "independent," the USS Abraham Lincoln is not alone. 
Carrier Strike Group 9, of which the Lincoln is the flagship, 
includes the air-defense cruiser USS Cape St. George and the 
destroyers USS Momsen and USS Sterett. In the haze, the 
outline of the British Royal Navy's newest warship, the HMS 
Daring, was also visible. Somewhere, but not discussed, was 
at least one U.S. submarine. 

Along with another carrier strike group, led by the USS 
Carl Vinson, these ships make up the U.S. 5th Fleet. The size 
of the fleet is always in flux -- a carrier group departs as 
another arrives. There is usually a few days or weeks of 
overlap. At the moment, perhaps because Washington wants 
to emphasize support for its regional allies and apply pressure 
on Iran, the overlap seems longer than usual. 

There is no U.S. naval dockyard in the region like, say, at 
Norfolk, Virginia. The home ports of the ships are back in the 
United States, though the headquarters of the fleet is the 
troubled island of Bahrain, where Shiite protesters are at odds 
with the Sunni ruling family. The 5th Fleet's headquarters -- 
its "Naval Support Activity" moniker deliberately avoids the 
word "base" -- is not a local issue, as U.S. personnel keep a 
low profile and any visiting ship moors well out of sight at a 
distant jetty. 

The Lincoln was operating in a narrow "box" of 
international waters between the Arab Gulf states and Iran, 
though a casual observer would probably regard the location 
as being on the Iranian side of the Persian Gulf. The "box" lies 
north of the small Iranian island of Farsi and parallel to the 
Iranian coast opposite the city of Bushehr, where Iran's sole 
civil nuclear power reactor is located. 

If I hadn't asked about the position of the carrier, nobody 
would have told me. When I asked the pilot who was 
preparing to fly me to the Lincoln in a propeller-driven C-2 
Greyhound, known as the "COD" (for "carrier onboard 
delivery"), his reply was: "That's classified." Sitting trussed up 
uncomfortably, wearing a life jacket and a cranial helmet, and 
facing backward in the COD's cargo bay, I calculated from the 
rays of the sun shining in via two very small windows that we 
were heading, if anything, northwest from Bahrain. If we had 
flown east, the carrier would have been near the Strait of 
Hormuz, the choke point for shipping at the opening of the 
Gulf through which some 20 percent of the world's traded oil 
flows daily. 

The U.S. Navy welcomes "distinguished visitors" to its 
carriers and handles such guests with accomplished ease. 

Along with a colleague, we made the pitch that such a trip 
would aid our understanding of issues like regional security 
and the export of energy from the region, which has more than 
half the world's oil reserves and a third of its natural gas. The 
narrative we heard from Rear Adm. Troy Shoemaker, the 
commander of the strike group, and U.S. 5th Fleet commander 
Vice Adm. Mark Fox was not different from the recent public 
remarks of U.S. officials. 

There is almost daily communication, in one form or 
another, with the Iranian Navy, whether it's about the return of 
rescued fishermen from sinking vessels or the announcement 
of upcoming exercises. Still, there is considerable caution: A 
motorized dhow, adapted from the local style of sailing boat 
once used for fishing and pearl diving, steered a parallel 
course for some of the time during flight operations, probably 
monitoring (a more polite term for "spying on") the Lincoln. 
Helicopters from the carrier maintain an outer perimeter so 
that boats do not come close -- a cautionary measure to deter 
the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps, which employs small 
boats and has practiced "swarm" tactics. 

Another potential threat to the U.S. Navy is Iran's use of 
mines, which it employed to disrupt shipping during its 1980-
1988 war with Iraq. A March 15 Wall Street Journal article 
reported that the United States was doubling its minesweeping 
ships in the Persian Gulf to eight, implying that present 
capabilities were inadequate. Journalists who were recently 
embedded on a U.S. destroyer were briefed on the positions of 
Iranian land-based cruise missiles, which, like mines, 
theoretically, can threaten much of the Gulf, especially the 
well-defined inward and outward shipping lanes in the Strait 
of Hormuz. The United States and its allies can probably 
counter such threats within days, but the Lincoln's purpose is 
to deter the Iranians from even attempting any aggressive 
move. 

Of course, an acid test is whether Supreme Leader Ali 
Khamenei finds the destructive powers of Carrier Strike 
Group 9 as impressive as those aboard its warships. We don't 
know what he is being told about the USS Abraham Lincoln 
and the USS Carl Vinson, currently operating outside the 
Strait of Hormuz in a "box" off Pakistan, in support of the 
international war effort in Afghanistan. 

It is doubtful that anyone in Tehran will have told 
Khamenei about the motto of the USS Abraham Lincoln: 
"Shall not perish." The theme of President Lincoln's 
Gettysburg Address imbues the ship: "Government of the 
people, by the people, for the people, shall not perish from the 
Earth." Representative democracy in this part of the Middle 
East is more than a bit elusive, though, with exceptions, most 
governments rule with the will of the people. And both the 
peoples and the conservative Arab states on the southern side 
of the Gulf are fearful of Iran's influence and apparent desire 
for hegemony. 

Such arguments probably mean little to Khamenei, a 
lifelong hater of the United States who seems determined to 
make the permanent establishment of Islamic rule his legacy. 
So in the absence of an appeal to his sense of decency, the 
Lincoln represents an appeal to his instinct for survival. One is 
tempted to suggest that he should put on a pair of earphones, 
turn up the volume, and search "top gun intro" on YouTube. 

The quietness of those first two minutes of Top Gun had 
previously struck me as strange, but I now realize it captures 
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absolutely the muffled preparations for the next "cycle" of a 
carrier's air operations. Of course, in real life, there is no 
sudden rock music as the takeoffs begin, but otherwise, in 
terms of youthful enthusiasm of Tom Cruise-types, Top Gun's 
introductory four minutes captures exactly this element of 

American power. The mullahs in Iran should sit up and take 
notice. 

Simon Henderson is the Baker fellow and director of the 
Gulf and Energy Policy Program at the Washington Institute 
for Near East Policy. 
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42. EU NAVFOR Mandate Extension Misguided 
Targeting Pirate Bases On Shore Will Stretch EU NAVFOR Resources 
(SOMALIA REPORT 27 MAR 12) ... Venetia Archer 

In a controversial move, EU foreign ministers agreed on 
Friday to extend the mandate of EU NAVFOR Operation 
ATALANTA, and have authorized EU NAVFOR warships to 
target pirate bases and equipment along the Somali coast. 
Upon receiving orders from the central command, the 
multinational fleet of vessels deployed with the mission will 
be allowed to use their aircrafts to destroy these pre-identified 
targets up to two kilometres inland. 

Baroness Ashton, the EU foreign minister said in a 
statement on Friday, "Today's important decision extends 
Atalanta's mandate for two more years and allows it to take 
more robust action on the Somali coast." 

EU officials have stressed that any assaults will be 
carefully coordinated as to avoid the loss of innocent lives. 

“The EU plan is to allow attacks on land installations 
when ships are assaulted at sea," said Spanish foreign minister 
Spanish Foreign Minister Jose Manuel Garcia-Margallo, who 
added that "much care" would be taken to avoid civilian 
casualties. 

In a similar move last week, the North Atlantic Council, 
NATO’s decision-making body met and agreed to extend 
Operation Ocean Shield until December 2014, however they 
stopped short of authorizing vessels to attack targets on shore. 

EU representatives have declared that EU NAVFOR 
warships will continue to pursue their original mandate, which 
involves the protection of commercial shipping, escorting 
World Food Programme (WFP) vessels and preventing and 
deterring piracy. The mandate extension will stretch EU 
NAVFOR capacity, and could impact on their ability to fulfil 
their original tasks. 

The deployment and allocation of EU NAVFOR 
resources appears to have shifted significantly since Operation 
Atalanta’s inception in 2008, when their primary role was to 
protect WFP shipping. This initially involved the escort and 
oftentimes an additional deployment of a vessel protection 
detail (VPD) to individual vessels. EU NAVFOR is now doing 
fewer escorts, instead deploying VPD teams from member 
states to protect those WFP vessels whose flag states allow 
armed guards on board. Whilst Malta and the Netherlands 
currently provide many of these teams, EU NAVFOR is 
appealing to other member states to supply VPD personnel. 

Operation Atalanta is under resourced: it comprises 
between four and seven warships and two or three 
reconnaissance aircraft at its disposal at any given time — not 
many, considering the 2,000,000 square nautical miles they 
are tasked with patrolling. 

Despite the fact that the protection of WFP shipping 
constitutes EU NAVFOR’s primary mission, WFP has had to 
hire private security teams to protect many of its vessels 
delivering aid to the region. Indeed, just this weekend, one of 
those ships was held up outside Djibouti port for two days, as 

Djibouti port authorities declared the security team’s 
paperwork inadequate. Any delay like this one is financially 
costly, but the incident had the added human cost of holding 
back food supplies from East Africa’s starving population. 

Extending the mandate will divert even more of the 
warships from their initial mission, and will compel WFP to 
outsource their security requirements on a larger scale. 

The operational complexities, and ability of pirates to 
tactically adapt will prove to be difficult obstacles to this more 
challenging mission. Pirates and fishermen share the same 
ocean and use similar equipment. It would be all too easy to 
mistakenly identify innocent fishermen as pirates and target 
the wrong group's equipment. This is already an issue at sea; 
international warships frequently disrupt and detain local 
fishermen having mistakenly identified them as pirates. 
Indeed, over the weekend, a Yemeni-owned fishing dhow 
returned to Bosaso carrying two dead fishermen. An 
unidentified warship had misidentified the fishermen as 
pirates, shot and killed two, and detained the remaining men 
on board. Only after a long period of interrogation were the 
fishermen released. 

While local communities are largely supportive of 
international counter-piracy efforts, there is also an 
undercurrent of resentment, fuelled by aggressive military 
actions often targeted at the wrong people. Now that these 
forces will be acting even closer to home, resentment like this 
will only grow. 

Since the dawn of the new era of piracy in 2008, Somali 
pirates have consistently adapted their tactics in response to 
the international counter-piracy efforts. Gangs have boosted 
the number of pirates and skiffs involved in individual attacks, 
and they have grown increasingly violent in order to extract 
ransoms more quickly. 

Pirates have already reacted to the EU NAVFOR 
decision; Somalia Report has already received reports that 
pirates are debating relocating to coastal areas between Marka 
and Kismayo. Targeting these new bases will be much more 
difficult given the ongoing military siege against al-Shabaab 
in the southern part of the country. If they receive tacit support 
from al-Shabaab (perhaps in exchange for a proportion of the 
ransom), which it appears several pirate gangs already have, 
there will be no obstacles to operating from such areas. 

The logistical issues in reassessing the pirate base 
locations and avoiding civilian casualties will also prove 
challenging. Even without relocating, pirates are cognizant of 
EU NAVFOR’s need to avoid any civilian deaths, and so will 
ensure that even remote access to their camps and equipment 
is as difficult as possible. Given the multimillion dollar 
rewards received following a successful hijack, pirates will not 
be deterred by this new mandate, and will likely respond by 
simply moving their camps a little further inland. 
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On This Day In The Navy: 
1822: Sloop-of-war Peacock captures 5 pirate vessels. 
 

TOP STORIES: 
1. Nod To Obama By Netanyahu In Warning To Iran On Bomb 
(NEW YORK TIMES 28 SEP 12) ... Rick Gladstone and David E. Sanger 

Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu of Israel told the United Nations on Thursday that Iran’s capability to enrich uranium must 
be stopped before next spring or early summer, arguing that by that time the country will be in a position to make a short, perhaps 
undetectable, sprint to manufacture its first nuclear weapon. 

 
2. Consulate Attackers Had Ties To Al-Qaeda 
But terrorist group didn’t plan assault in Libya, U.S. officials say 
(WASHINGTON POST 28 SEP 12) ... Greg Miller 

U.S. intelligence agencies have determined that the attack on the U.S. mission in Libya involved a small number of militants with 
ties to al-Qaeda in North Africa but see no indication that the terrorist group directed the assault, U.S. officials said Thursday. 

 
3. High-Powered Navy Board Eyes Controversial Warship 
New littoral ships get close scrutiny as full production approaches 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 27 SEP 12) ... Jeanette Steele 

The Navy has created a high-powered board of admirals to keep a sharp eye on the controversial littoral combat ship, the new 
class of warship that will call San Diego home. 

 

MIDEAST: 
4. Security Fears Hobble Inquiry Of Libya Attack 
(NEW YORK TIMES 28 SEP 12) ... David D. Kirkpatrick, Eric Schmitt and Michael S. Schmidt 

BENGHAZI, Libya — Sixteen days after the death of four Americans in an attack on a United States diplomatic mission here, 
fears about the near-total lack of security have kept F.B.I. agents from visiting the scene of the killings and forced them to try to piece 
together the complicated crime from Tripoli, more than 400 miles away. 

 
5. U.S., Egypt To Begin Joint Naval War Games 
(THE HILL 27 SEP 12) ... Carlo Muñoz 

Talks are under way between senior Navy officials and their counterparts in Cairo to begin conducting joint war games for the 
first time since Egyptian president Mohamed Morsi took power earlier this year. 

 
6. The 30-Nation International Mine Countermeasures Exercises Ends; Kingfish UUV Enters Test 
Phase 
(BAHRAIN NEWS AGENCY 27 SEP 12) 

The International Mine Countermeasure Exercise concluded today with a resounding success, said Vice Admiral John W. Miller, 
Commander U S Naval Forces Central Command/United States Fifth Fleet/Combined Maritime Forces. 

 
7. U.S. Navy Tests Mine-Seeking Sub During Gulf Drills 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 27 SEP 12) 

DUBAI, United Arab Emirates (AP) — The admiral in charge of the U.S. Navy's 5th Fleet says a prototype mine-detecting drone 
was put through more tests during military exercises in and around the Persian Gulf this month. 

 



 2

AFGHANISTAN: 
8. Joint-Force Operations Resume In Afghanistan 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 28 SEP 12) ... Julian E. Barnes and Nathan Hodge 

Joint operations between international and Afghan forces are restarting, Pentagon officials said Thursday, easing a prohibition on 
small-unit patrols that presented a high risk for insider attacks that have killed dozens of allied troops. 

 

ASIA – PACIFIC: 
9. China’s Buildup Raises Arms Race Fears 
Asian power’s display of maritime ambitions comes amid territorial disputes 
(KOREA HERALD 27 SEP 12) ... Song Sang-ho 

China’s recent commissioning of its first aircraft carrier has further heightened tension amid regional territorial rows and sparked 
concerns over a possible arms race. 

 
10. Carrier's Defensive Role Stressed 
(CHINA DAILY 28 SEP 12) ... Zhao Shengnan and Li Xiaokun 

Beijing on Thursday dismissed reports that China is building a second aircraft carrier and emphasized its newly commissioned 
first carrier's defensive nature amid speculation that China will use its increasing maritime strength to resolve territorial issues. 

 
11. Clinton Urges 'Cooler Heads' In China-Japan Island Row 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 27 SEP 12) 

NEW YORK - U.S. Secretary of State Hillary Clinton urged Chinese Foreign Minister Yang Jiechi Thursday to work to calm 
simmering tensions between China and Japan over disputed islands in the East China Sea. 

 
12. Osprey Protesters Block Gates At Marine Base On Okinawa 
(STARS AND STRIPES 28 SEP 12) ... Travis J. Tritten 

CAMP FOSTER, Okinawa — Demonstrators blocked many of the gates of Futenma air station Friday during the third day of 
protests over the upcoming deployment of Marine Corps Osprey aircraft to Okinawa. 

 

RUSSIA: 
13. NATO Official: Slow Progress On Missile Defense Cooperation With Russia 
(DEFENSE NEWS 27 SEP 12) ... Julian Hale 

BRUSSELS — NATO’s deputy secretary general, Ambassador Alexander Vershbow, admitted Thursday at a Security and 
Defence Agenda event at the European Parliament that “not much progress” had been made in terms of cooperating with Russia on 
missile defense. 

 

PERSONNEL: 
14. Veterans Wait For Benefits As Claims Pile Up 
(NEW YORK TIMES 28 SEP 12) ... James Dao 

For Dennis Selsky, a Vietnam-era veteran with multiple sclerosis, it was lost documents. It seemed that every time he sent records 
to the Department of Veterans Affairs, they disappeared into the ether. 

 
15. Senate Delay Could Mean Late COLAs For Veterans 
(NAVY TIMES 27 SEP 12) ... Rick Maze 

The chairwoman of the Senate Veterans’ Affairs Committee blames Republicans for preventing passage of a cost-of-living 
adjustment in veterans’ compensation before Congress left town on Sept. 22 for a six-week pre-election break, raising the possibility 
that the payment increases could be late. 

 
16. Captain Relieved Of Duty 
(WAVY NBC NORFOLK 27 SEP 12) 

VIRGINIA BEACH, Va. -- Capt. James CoBell was relieved Thursday from his assignment as commanding officer of Fleet 
Readiness Center Mid-Atlantic in Virginia Beach. 
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SHIPBUILDING: 
17. Navy CNO Greenert's 'Biggest Shipbuilding Concern' Is Amphibs 
(AOL DEFENSE 27 SEP 12) ... Sydney J. Freedberg Jr. 

WASHINGTON -- The Navy is "on a roll" when it comes to shipbuilding, but the existing fleet remains under stress, the Chief of 
Naval Operations said today. 

 
18. Navy Admiral: Rising Cost Threatens Future Of Aircraft Carrier Fleet 
(NATIONAL DEFENSE 27 SEP 12) ... Dan Parsons 

The biggest future threat to aircraft carriers might not be enemy weapons, but their own ballooning cost, said the Navy officer in 
charge of building the ships. 

 

AVIATION: 
19. Panetta Downplays Conflict With Lockheed Over F-35 Buy 
(DEFENSE NEWS 27 SEP 12) ... Marcus Weisgerber 

U.S. Defense Secretary Leon Panetta has taken a more measured view of the ongoing negotiations between the Pentagon and 
Lockheed Martin for a batch of F-35 Joint Strike Fighters. 

 
20. P-8s Exceeding Expectations, CNO Says 
(DEFENSE DAILY 28 SEP 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

The Navy’s new P-8 Poseidon maritime patrol aircraft have performed better than expected during exercises over the last two 
months in the Pacific Ocean, the chief of naval operations, Adm. Jonathan Greenert, said yesterday. 

 

LITTORAL COMBAT SHIP: 
21. LCS Council To Bridge ‘Gaps’ In Program Development 
(AVIATION WEEK 28 SEP 12) ... Michael Fabey 

The newly formed LCS (Littoral Combat Ship) Council will help fill in any gaps hampering fleet development and deployment, 
according to the organization’s charter, released this week by the U.S. Navy. One of the council’s main missions will be to ensure the 
deployment of LCS-1, the USS Freedom, to Singapore this coming spring. 

 
22. Navy Hopes New 'Council' Can Save Its LCS Program 
(POLITICO 27 SEP 12) ... Philip Ewing 

The Navy hopes a new organizational shakeup will improve the odds it can deliver a major warship program close to the way it 
originally hoped. 

 

SUBMARINES: 
23. U.S. Navy Defends Boomer Submarine Replacement Plans 
(AVIATION WEEK 28 SEP 12) ... Michael Fabey 

A top U.S. Navy official is defending the service’s plans to replace its Ohio-class ballistic missile submarine fleet, saying the 
Navy has the right design and boat numbers to execute the mission for decades to come. 

 

CONGRESS / BUDGET: 
24. Leon Panetta: I’ll Take ‘Whatever The Hell’ I Can Get 
(POLITICO 27 SEP 12) ... Kate Brannen 

Leon Panetta is at the end of his rope with Congress. 
 

25. Pentagon Spending Shouldn’t Slow Before Cuts, Carter Says 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 27 SEP 12) ... Tony Capaccio 

The Pentagon’s No. 2 civilian directed military departments and acquisition personnel to proceed with normal operations, 
including training and contracting, even though action hasn’t been taken to avert looming spending cuts. 

 

CYBER: 
26. U.S. Cyber Warrior Accuses China Of Targeting Pentagon 
(REUTERS 27 SEP 12) ... Jim Wolf 

WASHINGTON -- The U.S. Cyber Command's top intelligence officer accused China on Thursday of persistent efforts to pierce 
Pentagon computer networks and said a proposal was moving forward to boost the cyber command in the U.S. military hierarchy. 
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LEGAL: 
27. Defense Seeks Postponement Of USS Cole Hearing 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 27 SEP 12) 

Defense lawyers for the main suspect in the USS Cole bombing said Thursday they have requested a delay for their client's next 
court appearance so he can be examined for evidence of physical abuse while in detention. 

 

VOTING: 
28. Military Absentee Voting Picks Up 
(MILITARY TIMES 27 SEP 12) ... Karen Jowers 

With little more than a month to go before the election, activity has picked up among military community voters overseas. 
 

COMMENTARY: 
29. Is It Legal To Hit Iran 
(WASHINGTON POST 28 SEP 12) ... Jeffrey H. Smith and John B. Bellinger III 

The question of whether military force should be used to prevent, or at least delay, Iran from building a nuclear weapon is again 
on the front pages. Both President Obama and Mitt Romney have said they would consider a military strike against Iran. According to 
media reports, the necessary planning has been completed, and military options are “fully available.” 

 
30. The Arab Spring Still Blooms 
(NEW YORK TIMES 28 SEP 12) ... Moncef Marzouki 

The violent demonstrations that have spread across the Muslim world in recent weeks have convinced many in the United States 
and Europe that the Arab revolutions that began in late 2010 are now over and that the democratic project has failed. Bitterness and a 
sense of impending catastrophe are replacing the enthusiasm that followed the toppling of dictators in Tunisia and Egypt last year. 

 
31. U.S. 'Pivots' On The Philippines 
(ASIA TIMES ONLINE 28 SEP 12) ... Richard Javad Heydarian 

MANILA - With tensions intensifying between China and Japan over contested islands and reefs in the East China Sea, the 
Philippines is exploiting the distraction to push its claims vis-a-vis China in the South China Sea, via a controversial and potentially 
destabilizing administrative order. 

 
32. Command Of The Sea By Non-Traditional Means 
(THE DIPLOMAT 27 SEP 12) ... James R. Holmes 

Last week a colleague from our department objected to my telling a group of reservists that the United States and its coalition 
partners have commanded the sea vis-à-vis al Qaeda and its affiliates since the 9/11 attacks eleven years ago. His argument, as best as 
I could make out, is that no one commands the sea in peacetime, especially in a conflict against a non-state antagonist like al Qaeda. 
U.S. forces may enjoy untrammeled use of the commons to project power onto foreign shores, but the nature of a globalized system of 
trade and commerce rules out efforts to interrupt salafists’ use of the commons. Command is a phenomenon that only happens in 
wartime. 

 
33. Suicide Crisis: Why The Military Needs Mandatory Mental-Health Services 
Army bases around the world shut down today for mandatory suicide-prevention training 
(THE DAILY BEAST 27 SEP 12) ... Marjorie Morrison 

As the Army grapples with a record suicide rate, it held an unprecedented service-wide stand-down at bases around the world 
Thursday to dedicate the full day to mandatory suicide-prevention training. This came after Defense Secretary Leon Panetta declared 
that lowering the rate of suicide in the military is a top priority, saying “leaders ought to be judged by how they lead on this issue." 

 
34. To Those Who Gripe About Oceana Noise: Cool Your Jets. 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 28 SEP 12) ... Kerry Dougherty 

Far be it from me to get into a tinkling match with someone who's not a politician or a developer. But a biting letter to the editor 
on Wednesday that ranted about jet noise and insulted both Virginia Beach and the Navy begs for a response. 
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TOP STORIES: 
1. Nod To Obama By Netanyahu In Warning To Iran On Bomb 
(NEW YORK TIMES 28 SEP 12) ... Rick Gladstone and David E. Sanger 

Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu of Israel told the 
United Nations on Thursday that Iran’s capability to enrich 
uranium must be stopped before next spring or early summer, 
arguing that by that time the country will be in a position to 
make a short, perhaps undetectable, sprint to manufacture its 
first nuclear weapon. 

In his speech at the annual General Assembly, Mr. 
Netanyahu dramatically illustrated his intention to shut down 
Iran’s nuclear program by drawing a red line through a 
cartoonish diagram of a bomb. But the substance of his speech 
suggested a softening of what had been a difficult dispute with 
the Obama administration on how to confront Iran over its 
nuclear program. 

Only two weeks after that dispute broke into the open, 
Mr. Netanyahu on Thursday praised the warning Mr. Obama 
gave Iran in his own General Assembly speech on Tuesday. 

“I very much appreciate the president’s position, as does 
everyone in my country,” he said. The Israeli leader’s speech 
also suggested that his deadline for a military strike was well 
past the American presidential election and into 2013 — 
perhaps as late as next summer. 

Mr. Netanyahu said in an interview on “Meet the Press” 
on NBC that was broadcast on Sept. 16 that he believed Iran 
was six months from amassing most of the enriched uranium 
needed for a bomb. “You have to place that red line before 
them now,” he said. But his speech on Thursday was more 
explicit about his time frame for a military strike. 

While such a strike seemed like a receding possibility in 
recent weeks, it had remained a possible “October surprise” 
that worried the White House and military planners. 

Mr. Netanyahu’s softened tone may also have also 
reflected Israel’s reading of the American presidential polls, 
which have shown Mr. Obama’s lead widening somewhat 
since the prime minister’s harsh words in mid-September, 
when he said the United States had no “moral right” to hold 
back Israel from taking action against Iran because the Obama 
administration refused to set its own red line. 

“It seems that Netanyahu’s Iran policy is becoming more 
Obama-friendly,” Meir Javedanfar, an Iranian-Israeli lecturer 
at the Interdisciplinary Center in Herzilya, Israel, said in an e-
mailed reaction to Mr. Netanyahu’s speech. 

“What was most impressive was that he drew a red line, 
without committing himself to it,” Mr. Javedanfar said. “He 
also did it in a way which takes the pressure off Obama, 
illustrated by the fact that he pushed back the timelines to next 
year.” 

Michael Herzog, a former chief of staff to Israel’s defense 
minister and an Israel-based fellow at the Washington Institute 
for Near East Policy, said it was implicit in Mr. Netanyahu’s 
remarks that “there are six or seven months more to continue 
to pressure the Iranians. The international buzz before was that 
Israel had to act before the November elections.” 

Mr. Netanyahu’s speech also came against a backdrop of 
revived international diplomacy with Iran, which has insisted 
its nuclear program is peaceful. Foreign ministers from the so-
called P5-plus-1 group of countries — the five permanent 
members of the Security Council plus Germany — met to 

discuss how to advance negotiations with Iran that have been 
stalled since June. 

“All of the ministers were unified in their belief that 
diplomacy is the much preferred way forward,” a senior 
Obama administration official said after the meeting. 

A new report by Israel’s Foreign Ministry calls for 
another round of sanctions against Iran, seemingly another 
acknowledgement by the Israelis that there might be time to 
stop its rival’s nuclear program by means other than military 
action. 

The report, published on Thursday by the newspaper 
Haaretz, states that the international sanctions already imposed 
are having a deep effect on Iran’s economy, and may, 
according to some assessments, also be affecting the stability 
of the Iranian government. But because the sanctions have not 
persuaded Tehran to suspend the program, the report 
concludes, “another round of sanctions is needed.” 

Much of Mr. Netanyahu’s speech was devoted to what he 
described as the existential and increasingly ominous threat 
that would be posed by a nuclear-armed Iran, which he 
equated to a nuclear-armed Al Qaeda. He portrayed a Middle 
East increasingly in the hands of Islamic radicals, many 
threatening Israel’s existence. 

But it was his description of Iran’s nuclear progress that 
was at the heart of his speech. Perhaps mindful of the 
experience of former Secretary of State Colin L. Powell, who 
laid out an ultimately flawed case against Iraq nine years ago, 
Mr. Netanyahu revealed no new intelligence — he just urged 
his audience to do some math based on the public findings of 
inspectors. 

With an almost professorial air, Mr. Netanyahu held up a 
diagram of a bomb with a fuse to show the Israeli view of 
Iran’s progress in achieving the ability to make a nuclear 
weapon. He drew a red line through the point at which Iran 
would have amassed enough medium-enriched uranium to 
make a bomb — which he said would be in the spring or 
summer of 2013. 

His calculus turned on a stockpile of medium enriched 
uranium — uranium enriched to the level of 20 percent — that 
Iran has produced, ostensibly to fuel a research reactor, 
provided to the country by the United States in the days of the 
shah. Right now, Iran does not possess enough of that fuel to 
make a single weapon. In fact, its stockpile of it has declined 
in recent months, as it has converted some for the research 
reactor. 

But based on current production rates, Mr. Netanyahu 
said it would have enough in its stockpile by the middle of 
next year, a conclusion shared by many nuclear experts who 
have examined the reports of the International Atomic Energy 
Agency. 

The Obama administration does not dispute Mr. 
Netanyahu’s math, but it does challenge his logic. Its officials, 
in background conversations, have insisted that if Iran wanted 
to convert its uranium to bomb-grade fuel, which is much 
higher purity than 20 percent, it would have to throw out the 
nuclear inspectors and take steps that would be easily 
detectable. 
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“We’d almost certainly see it,” one of Mr. Obama’s top 
advisers said two weeks ago. 

Mr. Netanyahu challenged that assessment in his speech, 
asserting that the actual assembly of a bomb could be done 
clandestinely anywhere in Iran. 

“Do we want to risk the security of the world on the 
assumption that we would find in time a small workshop in a 
country half the size of Europe?” he asked. 

In response to Mr. Netanyahu’s speech. Iran again denied 
what it called “baseless and absurd allegations” that it is 
seeking a nuclear weapon and insisted the goals of its nuclear 
program are “exclusively peaceful.” But Iranian officials, 
including President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad, have declined to 
rule out the possibility that Iran would continue producing 20 
percent uranium, even though it has now made enough to keep 
its medical reactor running for the next 6 to 10 years. And in 

its statement Thursday night it reserved its “full right to 
retaliate with force against any attacks” 

Mr. Netanyahu also used his speech as a rejoinder to the 
Palestinian president, Mahmoud Abbas, who earlier had 
harshly denounced Israel from the General Assembly podium. 

Mr. Abbas said he believed that Israel intended to destroy 
the basis for a two-state solution to the Israel-Palestinian 
conflict. He also declared his intention to pursue full-member 
status at the United Nations as an alternative path to statehood, 
an effort begun last year that has faltered because of Israeli 
and American objections. 

Rick Gladstone reported from New York, and David E. 
Sanger from Washington. Jodi Rudoren and Isabel Kershner 
contributed reporting from Jerusalem, and Steven Lee Myers 
from New York. 
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2. Consulate Attackers Had Ties To Al-Qaeda 
But terrorist group didn’t plan assault in Libya, U.S. officials say 
(WASHINGTON POST 28 SEP 12) ... Greg Miller 

U.S. intelligence agencies have determined that the attack 
on the U.S. mission in Libya involved a small number of 
militants with ties to al-Qaeda in North Africa but see no 
indication that the terrorist group directed the assault, U.S. 
officials said Thursday. 

The determination reflects an emerging consensus among 
analysts at the CIA and other agencies that has contributed to a 
shift among senior Obama administration officials toward 
describing the siege of U.S. facilities in Benghazi as a terrorist 
attack. 

U.S. intelligence officials said the composition of the 
militant forces involved in the assault has become clearer over 
the past week and that analysts now think that two or three 
fighters affiliated with al-Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb were 
involved. 

“There are people who at least have some association 
with AQIM,” said a senior U.S. intelligence official who 
added that “it’s not so direct that you would say AQIM as an 
organization planned and carried this out.” 

Instead, U.S. officials said a -lesser-known Islamist 
group, -Ansar al-Sharia, played a much larger role in sending 
fighters and providing weapons for the attack, which killed the 
U.S. ambassador and three other Americans. U.S. officials 
have previously cited suspicion of al-Qaeda connections to the 
attack. 

The intelligence picture assembled so far indicates that 
militants had been preparing an assault on the U.S. compound 
in Benghazi for weeks but were so disorganized that, after the 
battle started, they had to send fighters to retrieve heavier 
weapons. 

U.S. intelligence officials said they think the attack was 
not timed to coincide with the Sept. 11, 2001, anniversary. 
Instead, the officials said, the assault was set in motion after 
protesters scaled the walls of the U.S. Embassy in Cairo as 
part of a protest of an amateur anti-Islamic YouTube video. 

“There’s never been any intelligence, nor any I’m aware 
of now, that indicated this was a plot planned months in 
advance to get turned on on 9/11,” said an Obama 
administration official. 

The emerging scenario, the official said, “is that 
extremists in the region had cased out and hoped to target U.S. 
facilities in Benghazi for some time. When they saw what was 
happening in Cairo, that influenced their timing.” 

The officials spoke on the condition of anonymity to 
describe the preliminary assessments of analysts involved in 
an ongoing investigation of the Benghazi attack that involves 
the FBI, the CIA and other agencies. 

The question of whether the attack was a pre-planned act 
of terrorism has become entangled in the politics of the 
ongoing presidential campaign. Republicans have accused the 
administration of being reluctant to attribute the Benghazi 
assault to terrorism, suggesting it could make Obama 
vulnerable on a perceived foreign policy strength — the 
success of the campaign against al-Qaeda — and raise 
questions about his handling of the rise of Islamist factions in 
the aftermath of the Arab Spring. 

The State Department said Thursday that it was pulling 
more American staff from the U.S. Embassy in Tripoli out of 
concern for their safety. A State Department official described 
the reduction as temporary and said the embassy was not 
being closed. The State Department would not say how many 
people are leaving or how many will stay. 

A message on the embassy Web site Thursday told U.S. 
citizens in Libya to avoid areas of the city where protests are 
planned and warned that “even demonstrations that are meant 
to be peaceful can turn violent and unpredictable. You should 
avoid them if at all possible.” 

After Obama administration officials initially 
characterized the assault as a protest that turned violent, 
Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton on Wednesday 
became the highest-ranking official to call the attack an act of 
terrorism. In remarks at the United Nations, Clinton said that 
terrorists were “working with other violent extremists to 
undermine the democratic transitions underway in North 
Africa, as we tragically saw in Benghazi.” 

Clinton and others had avoided that term until the director 
of the National Counterterrorism Center, Matthew Olsen, 
testified before Congress last week that the ambassador and 
others “died as a result of a terrorist attack.” 
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At the time, Olsen said that analysts were examining 
“indications that individuals involved in the attack may have 
had connections to al-Qaeda or al-Qaeda’s affiliates.” 

U.S analysts have combed through intercepted 
communications, pictures and video from the scene and 
information from sources, including suspects taken into 
custody by the Libyan government. 

Describing the militants involved, one U.S. official said: 
“Those individuals — whoever they may be — who took part 
in the attack all swim in the same, relatively small, extremist 
pond. So there could be a number of individual or ad hoc ties 
with AQIM or other extremist groups. These connections 
alone do not mean AQIM was behind or planned the attack. 
This is why there’s an ongoing investigation, to identify the 
attackers and determine motives and relationships to extremist 
groups.” 

Two other U.S. officials said that intelligence indicates 
that the AQIM figures may have included one or more from 
outside Libya but declined to provide more details. AQIM, 
which grew out of a long-standing insurgency in Algeria, has 
mainly been a regional menace, but it is a source of growing 
concern to U.S. counterterrorism officials largely because it 
has acquired territory and weapons in northern Mali. 

Beyond the suspicions of al-Qaeda involvement, the key 
questions surrounding Benghazi so far have centered on the 
extent to which the assault was premeditated. The staging of 
the attack, which targeted two separate U.S. compounds, is 
seen by analysts as evidence of significant pre-planning. But 
officials said the fighters needed to rearm and that mortars 
didn’t appear until seven hours into the fight, indicating 
impromptu adjustments. 

“They had to rally people to get their most lethal 
weapons,” the administration official said. 
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3. High-Powered Navy Board Eyes Controversial Warship 
New littoral ships get close scrutiny as full production approaches 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 27 SEP 12) ... Jeanette Steele 

The Navy has created a high-powered board of admirals 
to keep a sharp eye on the controversial littoral combat ship, 
the new class of warship that will call San Diego home. 

The first two vessels, the Freedom and the Independence, 
already have arrived in San Diego Bay. The third, the Fort 
Worth, is expected to complete its maiden voyage from the 
shipyard in mid-October. 

The small, fast, agile ships came under early fire for 
running vastly over budget. More recently, the Freedom and 
Independence have been criticized for performance problems, 
leading one government watchdog group to call for the Navy 
to cut the mono-hulled Freedom version of the class. 

The leader of the new LCS Council is Vice Adm. Richard 
Hunt, now at the Pentagon as director of Navy staff, but 
previously head of the Navy’s ship force in San Diego. 

With three other three-star admirals, he will report in 
writing every other week to the chief of naval operations on 
the LCS program’s progress, with an in-person update 
monthly. 

The Navy has continued to stand by its littoral program, 
saying that the first ships in a class are always test beds. Hunt 
said Thursday that if he has one word for the LCS program it 
is “opportunity.” 

Hunt, speaking to reporters in a conference call, said the 
council was not formed in response to criticism of the new 
ships. 

But he acknowledged that the point of this board is to 
slice through bureaucracy and make the best choices as the 
Navy is learning from the first entries in a 55-ship line. The 
littoral ships are billed as a cornerstone of the future fleet. 

“We can streamline decision-making and get on with the 
program. That’s what we need to do as we start to produce 
four of these a year not too far down the road,” Hunt said. 

“In the normal process, you get people wedded to work 
that’s been done in the past. This provides great opportunity 
for new innovative ideas to come forward.” 

By the end of January, the LCS board will deliver a “plan 
of action and milestones” for the overall program, according 
to a “council charter” released by the Navy Thursday. 

Hunt said the he formed a similar “council” to oversee the 
early days of the Freedom. A Navy spokesman said that naval 
boards have been convened on various topics in the past. 

Time is short. The Freedom is scheduled to depart on its 
first real deployment in the spring. It will be bound for 
Singapore, where the Navy expects to station several littoral 
ships on a “forward-basing” concept. The ship will stay in 
Asia for roughly a year, but crews will rotate back and forth 
from San Diego. 

Hunt said the Fort Worth, second of the Freedom line, 
will probably be next to deploy. The Independence, an 
aluminum trimaran, will stay in San Diego for the foreseeable 
future to continue testing anti-mine equipment. 

The littoral ships are groundbreaking because they are 
designed to be plug-and-play vessels. They replace three kinds 
of ships — aging Navy mine sweepers, coastal patrol craft and 
frigates — by the ability to change out so-called mission 
packages. With the proper package, a littoral can perform anti-
mine, anti-submarine or anti-ship missions. 

The littoral class also marks a departure from the norm 
because the Navy chose to build two versions of the ship, the 
monohull Freedom line and the trimaran Independence line. 
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MIDEAST: 
4. Security Fears Hobble Inquiry Of Libya Attack 
(NEW YORK TIMES 28 SEP 12) ... David D. Kirkpatrick, Eric Schmitt and Michael S. Schmidt 

BENGHAZI, Libya — Sixteen days after the death of 
four Americans in an attack on a United States diplomatic 
mission here, fears about the near-total lack of security have 
kept F.B.I. agents from visiting the scene of the killings and 
forced them to try to piece together the complicated crime 
from Tripoli, more than 400 miles away. 

Investigators are so worried about the tenuous security, 
people involved in the investigation say, that they have been 
unwilling to risk taking some potential Libyan witnesses into 
the American Embassy in Tripoli. Instead, the investigators 
have resorted to the awkward solution of questioning some 
witnesses in cars outside the embassy, which is operating 
under emergency staffing and was evacuated of even more 
diplomats on Thursday because of a heightened security alert. 

“It’s a cavalcade of obstacles right now,” said a senior 
American law enforcement official who is receiving regular 
updates on the Benghazi investigation and who described the 
crime scene, which has been trampled on, looted and burned, 
as so badly “degraded” that even once F.B.I. agents do 
eventually gain access “it’ll be very difficult to see what 
evidence can be attributed to the bad guys.” 

Piecing together exactly how Ambassador J. Christopher 
Stevens and three other Americans died here would be 
difficult even under the best of conditions. But the volatile 
security situation in post-Qaddafi Libya has added to the 
challenge of determining whether it was purely a local group 
of extremists who initiated the fatal assault or whether the 
attackers had ties to international terrorist groups, as Secretary 
of State Hillary Rodham Clinton suggested Wednesday may 
be the case. 

The Libyan government has advised the F.B.I. that it 
cannot assure the safety of the American investigators in 
Benghazi. So agents have been conducting interviews from 
afar, relying on local Libyan authorities to help identify and 
arrange meetings with witnesses to the attack and working 
closely with the Libyans to gauge the veracity of any of those 
accounts. 

“There’s a chance we never make it in there,” said a 
senior law enforcement official. 

Also hampering the investigation is fear among Libyan 
witnesses about revealing their identities or accounts in front 
of Libyan guards protecting the American investigators, 
because the potential witnesses fear other Libyans might leak 
their participation and draw retribution from the attackers. 

One person with knowledge of the inquiry said the 
investigators had gathered some information pointing to the 
involvement of members of Ansar al-Shariah, the same local 
extremist group that other witnesses have identified as 
participating in the attack. Benghazi residents and the leaders 
of the large militias that have constituted the city’s only police 
force insist that the attackers were purely local. They note that 
many of the brigades that have sprung up in the city have the 
ability to conduct such an attack on short notice and that a few 
homegrown groups — like Ansar al-Shariah — have the 
ideological disposition to do it as well. 

American counterterrorism and intelligence officials say 
they have not found any evidence to indicate that the Qaeda 

affiliate in North Africa, Al Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb, 
ordered or planned the attack. 

But the investigators are casting a wide net. To determine 
whether there was participation by an international element, 
intelligence analysts are poring over cellphone conversations 
intercepted before and after the attacks, as well as informant 
reports, witness accounts and satellite imagery. 

When asked which group or groups may have been 
behind the violence, Matthew G. Olsen, director of the 
National Counterterrorism Center, told senators last week, 
“The picture that is emerging is one where a number of 
different individuals were involved, so it’s not necessarily an 
either/or proposition.” 

Specifically, intelligence analysts are going down the 
roster of known militants who operate in and around Benghazi 
and elsewhere in eastern Libya, and like an Islamic extremist 
scorecard, seeking to determine what involvement, if any, 
each might have. 

Complicating the investigation, these officials say, is the 
fact that many of these individuals align themselves with more 
than one group and with ad hoc organizations, making 
accountability to a specific group more difficult than to an 
individual or a group of militants. 

Gen. Martin E. Dempsey, the chairman of the Joint Chiefs 
of Staff, told reporters in Washington on Thursday that before 
the attack — he did not say when — “there was a thread of 
intelligence reporting that groups in the environment, in 
eastern Libya, were seeking to coalesce, but there wasn’t 
anything specific, and certainly not a specific threat to the 
consulate that I am aware of.” 

General Dempsey said that information was shared 
throughout the government. 

Assigning culpability also complicates the American 
response. For now, the administration awaits the F.B.I. 
investigation and updated intelligence reports. President 
Obama has said the United States will bring to justice those 
responsible for the attacks. But there is little appetite in the 
White House to launch drone strikes or a Special Operations 
raid, like the one that killed Osama bin Laden, in yet another 
Muslim country. 

American officials would prefer that Libyan officials lead 
any military or paramilitary operation, or work alongside 
American investigators, to arrest any suspects. But the 
transitional Libyan government still does not command a 
meaningful national army or national police force. 

At the Pentagon on Thursday, Defense Secretary Leon E. 
Panetta said the government was waiting on the F.B.I. 
investigation to determine who was responsible for the 
bloodshed. 

“We have made clear that as a result of that, we’re going 
to continue to go after those that would attack our 
individuals,” Mr. Panetta told reporters. “We are not going to 
let people who deliberately attack and kill our people get away 
with it.” 

Mr. Panetta also indicated that the attack on the mission 
involved some degree of advance planning. 
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“As we determined the details of what took place there, 
and how that attack took place,” Mr. Panetta said, “it became 
clear that there were terrorists who had planned that attack.” 

Another United States official who receives daily 
intelligence briefings said that the planning was “a matter of a 
few hours, not days or weeks.” 

Adding to the uncertainty of the investigation is the 
American government’s relative lack of information on the 
Islamist groups operating in North Africa, including the 
Algerian opposition group that renamed itself Al Qaeda in the 
Islamic Maghreb. 

One Western intelligence official expressed doubt that the 
Islamists in northern Mali were involved in the Benghazi 
attack. “If they were going to take direct action, it would be in 
Bamako,” the official said, mentioning the Malian capital, 
which has a number of Western targets. 

Islamist extremists are believed to have a more secure 
foothold than ever in Africa, receiving training and fighting 
across borders, officials said. 

“It’s not impossible that somebody who would have been 
trained in northern Mali would have been involved” in the 
deaths in Benghazi, said the Western intelligence official, who 
was not authorized to discuss the matter publicly. 

But many Benghazi residents said the city’s many heavily 
armed fighters needed no further training after the uprising 
against Col. Muammar el-Qaddafi, and they noted that 
Libyans were deeply hostile to the Malians, in part because of 
racial animosity and in part because they think Malians 
provided mercenaries for Colonel Qaddafi. 

“It is a Libyan job,” Ismail al-Sallabi, a commander with 
one of the largest so-called authorized militias here, said of the 
attack on the mission. “It is not Al Qaeda.” 

David D. Kirkpatrick reported from Benghazi and Tripoli, 
Libya, and Eric Schmitt and Michael S. Schmidt from 
Washington. Adam Nossiter contributed reporting from 
Bissau, Guinea-Bissau, and Steven Lee Myers from New York. 
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5. U.S., Egypt To Begin Joint Naval War Games 
(THE HILL 27 SEP 12) ... Carlo Muñoz 

Talks are under way between senior Navy officials and 
their counterparts in Cairo to begin conducting joint war 
games for the first time since Egyptian president Mohamed 
Morsi took power earlier this year. 

While bilateral discussions on the naval drills are still 
being discussed, the exercises would focus on improving 
Egypt's ability to deal with small boat attacks and general 
patrol operations of its coastal waters, Chief of Naval 
Operations Adm. Jonathan Greenert told reporters Thursday. 

In the near term, the Pentagon is laying out the conditions 
with the country's new military leaders to allow American 
warships to begin docking at Egyptian ports again, Greenert 
said during a speech at an Association of the U.S. Navy-
sponsored event in Washington that same day. 

The Navy has always maintained a strong relationship 
with Morsi's predecessor, former Egyptian president Hosni 
Mubarak, but those ties had "atrophied" in recent years as 
Mubarak's government clung to power, according to Greenert. 

The renewed port calls and military drills will help 
reinforce those ties in a region that has been roiled by a wave 
of power shifts and revolutions during the Arab Spring 
movement. 

Last February, Mubarak was one of the many Arab 
leaders ousted from power by that wave. 

Plans for U.S. naval reengagement began shortly after 
Morsi, in one of his first official acts as Egyptian president, 
reshuffled the country's military leadership last month. 

At that time, Greenert said he reached out to Egypt's 
newly installed naval chief to congratulate him on his new 
position. In response, the Egypt's top naval officer suggested 
that it was time to start looking at joint training exercises with 
the United States. 

The deal also comes at a critical time for the Morsi 
administration, who is leading Egypt's difficult transition to 
democratic rule in the face of growing anti-American 
sentiment fueled by rising Islamic radicalism in the country. 

On Sept. 11, a mob of protestors stormed the U.S. 
Embassy in Cairo, breaching the building's outer walls and 
burning the American flag before being repelled by U.S. and 
local security forces. 

The protest coincided with a suspected terrorist attack 
against the U.S. Consulate in Libya, which resulted in the 
deaths of four Americans including U.S. Ambassador 
Christopher Stevens. 

During Tuesday's speech, Greenert was asked if the rise in 
anti-U.S. attitudes in the Mideast, in the aftermath of the Arab 
Spring movement, has raised any alarms among Navy leaders. 

The Navy's Fifth Fleet is headquartered in Bahrain, which 
emerged as one of the political hot spots during the 
movement's peak. U.S. warships also frequently dock at a 
number of countries touched by the Arab Spring during their 
operations in the Mideast. 

"We're not concerned yet, but we are keeping an eye on 
it," he replied, adding increased engagements like the ones 
planned for Egypt will help quell those concerns. 

Morsi sacked Field Marshal Mohamed Hussein Tantawi, 
the powerful head of the country's military, and the chiefs of 
Egypt's armed forces in August. 

Tantawi and the country's top military brass had been part 
of the ruling military council that had run Egypt since 
Mubarak was removed from power six months earlier. 

The move effectively eliminated Morsi's chef political 
opposition as well as the massive restrictions the military 
council imposed on Morsi's administration after his election 
earlier this year. 
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6. The 30-Nation International Mine Countermeasures Exercises Ends; Kingfish UUV Enters Test Phase 
(BAHRAIN NEWS AGENCY 27 SEP 12) 

The International Mine Countermeasure Exercise 
concluded today with a resounding success, said Vice Admiral 
John W. Miller, Commander U S Naval Forces Central 
Command/United States Fifth Fleet/Combined Maritime 
Forces. 

He added that 30 nations participated in this endeavor – 
nations from both inside and outside the region. He told the 
Bahrain News Agency (BNA) that the theater of operations 
was Central Arabian Gulf, Gulf of Oman, Gulf of Aden near 
Djibouti. Rear Admiral Kenneth M Perry, Vice Commander, 
Naval Mine and Anti-submarine Warfare Command, who also 
addressed the conference said a new unmanned underwater 
vehicle (UUV), named King fisher, was also introduced. 

Addressing a press conference at the naval base in Juffair, 
the vice admiral said “We were able to accomplish more than 
a week of safe operations in three separate areas and also had 
the opportunity to test some new technologies, understand 
different perspectives, tactics, techniques and procedures. So it 
was a great example of international capability that we can 
leverage to clear mines laid in the sea. I could not be more 
pleased with the outcome of the exercise. I think this is a 
benchmark, and with this we look forward to building on 
international cooperation.” 

He said that the exercise focused on clearing the mines. 
The international communities’ expertise at clearing the mines 
laid in the sea was demonstrated, so as to ensure the security 
and free flow of maritime trade and commerce into and out of 
the Arabia Gulf. “How to get the mines out of the water so 
that maritime activity can take place safely was the key 
focus,” said Admiral Miller. This exercise would not have 
been possible without the support of His Majesty the King 
Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa. The partnership between the United 
States navy and the Royal Bahrain navy date back over 60 
years, he added. 

Responding to a question on the recent naval exercises 
carried out by Iran and the leadership of that country saying 
that it would strike any country that planned attacks on it, he 
said, “During the course of the exercise there were over 30 
countries operating in international waters in a responsible and 
legal way. Iran also operates in the same waters and both the 
U.S. and Iranian navy interact with each other on a daily basis 
on international waters, because we both are in international 
water space as we ought to be. 

Commenting on the number of vessels that participated in 
the exercise, the rear admiral who was in charge of the 
exercise said, “We had about 3,000 Sailors and personnel 
participating directly in there on the various ships and staffs. 
We had 10 mine sweepers from several countries, some which 
form part of the Fifth Fleet based in Bahrain and some from 

outside. There were over 20 ships. The remaining 10 ships 
were the larger support ships and command ships.” 

The rear admiral responding to a question on the capacity 
of intruders to lay mines said that the U.S. Fifth Fleet and the 
navies that participated routinely assess the mine laying 
capabilities around the world and develop and train their 
forces to be ready and prepared to address such threats. 

“We develop advanced capabilities including mine 
sweeping ships, helicopters, special purpose divers and now 
modern advanced unmanned underwater vehicles, all designed 
to hunt for, detect and neutralize kill mines. We maintain a 
robust force and have demonstrated that force in this 
exercise,” he added. 

Asked about the new technologies used in mine 
countermeasure activity, the rear admiral said, “We had a 
range of platforms, and technologies that we demonstrated in 
this exercise. Some of them were traditional platforms 
including minesweepers and mine hunters from various 
nations. “We also demonstrated the ability to employ more 
modern unmanned systems, including autonomous underwater 
vehicles deployed from the ships to hunt for and detect mines 
and some advanced capabilities.” 

Later, elaborating on the capabilities, he told the BNA 
that an unmanned underwater vehicle (UUV) is one of the new 
capabilities. It’s programmed for mine detection and reports 
the finding to other mine hunting platforms. We used training 
shapes and devices to train the forces and demonstrate the 
ability to find the mines and hunt mines.” 

He said that this was the first time an underwater drone 
was used.” The unmanned underwater vehicles, this is the first 
time they were being used in an international exercise. Others 
have been used in previous exercises within the U.S. and with 
other navies. There is strong enthusiasm and support for such 
exercises in the future. “ 

Asked to distinguish the UUV, he said, “It’s a larger, 
longer endurance, higher capability sonar vehicle. We believe 
it shows promise for real mine-hunting and detection 
operations. It will be in operation when it is proved that is 
effective in mine hunting. We are doing that proof as we 
speak.” He added that the Kingfish – would be exclusively 
deployed permanently underwater and used by a various U.S. 
navy fleets. 

In addition to the exercise, said Miller, the navy has 
enduring partnerships throughout the region . This was a 
rather large exercise because of the number of countries that 
participated. “We exercise on a regular basis with all the 
nations that come under the fifth fleet command. We continue 
to provide support to the Afghanistan effort, 30 per cent of the 
fixed wing tactical air missions that have flown in Afghanistan 
everyday come off navy ships,” he added. 
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7. U.S. Navy Tests Mine-Seeking Sub During Gulf Drills 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 27 SEP 12) 

DUBAI, United Arab Emirates (AP) — The admiral in 
charge of the U.S. Navy's 5th Fleet says a prototype mine-
detecting drone was put through more tests during military 
exercises in and around the Persian Gulf this month. 

The advanced sonar-equipped Kingfish sub is being 
evaluated by the Pentagon. Vice Admiral John W. Miller says 
the sub was used for the first time internationally during the 
maneuvers of more than 30 nations that wrapped up this week. 
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The Navy says drills were not designed to specifically 
confront a threat from Iran. Tehran has warned it would try to 
close the Gulf's strategic Strait of Hormuz in retaliation for 
sanctions over its nuclear program. 

Miller told reporters Thursday that the Kingfish could 
eventually be deployed with the Bahrain-based 5th Fleet and 
other places around the world. 
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AFGHANISTAN: 
8. Joint-Force Operations Resume In Afghanistan 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 28 SEP 12) ... Julian E. Barnes and Nathan Hodge 

Joint operations between international and Afghan forces 
are restarting, Pentagon officials said Thursday, easing a 
prohibition on small-unit patrols that presented a high risk for 
insider attacks that have killed dozens of allied troops. 

In the wake of fallout from an anti-Muslim video, the 
North Atlantic Treaty Organization said last week it had halted 
joint operations between smaller units to guard against the 
problem of Afghan soldiers shooting their U.S. counterparts. 

Defense officials said they resumed most of the joint 
small-unit patrols after regional commanders made security 
reviews and added force-protection measures. Officials 
consider the joint patrols crucial to let Afghan soldiers take 
over security after NATO forces depart in 2014. 

Defense Secretary Leon Panetta said Thursday he 
expected such attacks to continue. 

"The purpose of those insider attacks has been to target 
the very trust that we need between ISAF and Afghan forces," 
Mr. Panetta said. "That trust is critical to completing this 
transition." 

Defense officials said levels of cooperation haven't 
returned to the pre-suspension conditions. "It's not back to the 
status quo," said a defense official. 

In the field, tensions remain high over the threat that 
seemingly friendly Afghans turn their weapons on allied 
troops. Such attacks have claimed the lives of 51 U.S. and 
NATO troops this year. Defense officials haven't be able to 
explain the majority of insider attacks, but are increasingly 
blaming Taliban militants. 

Longstanding measures to protect U.S. forces—such as 
well-armed "guardian angels" who stand watch during routine 
allied encounters with Afghans—are still in place. 

Other measures are newer. At one small outpost in 
Afghanistan's eastern Nangarhar province, U.S. troops 
temporarily cut back on jogging outdoors, as a safety 
precaution. 

U.S. troops are still wary around Afghan soldiers. On one 
mission Thursday morning, an Army sergeant spotted a group 
of Afghan National Army troops outside an Afghan 
government compound. 

"These are the guys you have to worry about, more than 
the enemy," the sergeant told a reporter. "They're loaded for 
bear." 

Gen. Martin Dempsey, the chairman of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff, who visited Afghanistan this week, said a directive 
limiting joint operations was meant to buy time for 
commanders on the ground to "assess their own situation." 

The suspension came in a classified directive Sept. 16 that 
said regional commanders must approve any joint operations 
between units below the level of a battalion, instantly putting a 
halt to joint patrols and combined operations between 
international and Afghan troops. 

Joint operations must still be approved by regional 
commanders, but many requests are now being quickly 
approved, officials said. 

In 2009, a directive put in place by the top U.S. 
commander, Gen. Stanley McChrystal, pushed all U.S. forces 
to integrate more closely with Afghan forces to improve their 
training. 
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ASIA – PACIFIC: 
9. China’s Buildup Raises Arms Race Fears 
Asian power’s display of maritime ambitions comes amid territorial disputes 
(KOREA HERALD 27 SEP 12) ... Song Sang-ho 

China’s recent commissioning of its first aircraft carrier 
has further heightened tension amid regional territorial rows 
and sparked concerns over a possible arms race. 

The 67,500-ton Liaoning was put into service Tuesday as 
nationalist sentiment surged in China following Japan’s 
nationalizing of the disputed islands in the East China Sea and 
ahead of a once-in-a-decade leadership handover slated for 
next month. 

China’s bolstered naval might apparently poses a 
headache for the U.S. as it is refocusing on the Asia-Pacific, 
apparently to keep the Asian power in check and protect what 
it calls the “rule-based” order and freedom of navigation and 
commerce. 

Washington’s deepened engagement in the region comes 
as it tightens its belt to tackle a fiscal deficit and grapples with 
Middle East conundrums including Iran’s nuclear ambitions 
and deepening anti-U.S. sentiment across the Muslim 
community. 

In an impassioned display of its maritime ambitions, 
China held the commissioning ceremony for the carrier with 
President Hu Jintao, Premier Wen Jiabao and other leaders 
attending it. The vessel was refitted from a ship it bought from 
Ukraine in 1998. 

“The aircraft carrier would raise the overall operational 
strength of the Chinese navy and help Beijing to effectively 
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protect national sovereignty, security and development 
interests,” China’s Defense Ministry said. 

Compared with America’s massive aircraft carrier battle 
groups, China’s refurbished carrier is not a much of a security 
concern, experts said. It is expected to take several years 
before the carrier has full-fledged operational capability. 

But the vessel highlights China’s formidable naval status, 
experts pointed out. 

“The carrier shows that the era of China’s blue-water 
navy has been ushered in,” Song Keun-ho, president of the 
Korea Institute for Maritime Strategy, told the Korea Herald. 

“Though it may not be as advanced as America’s, China 
can use it to train its troops on how to manage the massive 
vessel and use it for aerial tactics and other carrier-based 
military operations. But what we need to pay more attention to 
is their efforts to build indigenous carriers in the future.” 

Beijing plans to build two additional aircraft carriers to 
form three carrier battle groups by 2020. The plan is in line 
with its long-term, consistent operational strategy that covers 
not only the South and East China seas, but also virtually the 
entire world by 2050. 

Observers note that based on this ambitious plan, China 
has encountered a slew of maritime disputes with Vietnam, the 
Philippines and others in the South China Sea where crucial 
sea lines of communication pass and vast reserves of untapped 
resources are buried. 

What worries the U.S. and its allies in the region is what 
China intends to do with its naval buildup. It has dominated 
the academic security discourse with scholars debating 
whether China will remain a status-quo power or become a 
revisionist to challenge the order the U.S. has fostered since 
World War II. 

Above all, what concerns Washington most appears to be 
China’s so-called anti-access/area-denial strategy, part of 
which involves its development of strategic assets such as 
coastal short- and mid-range anti-ship missiles and aircraft 
carriers. 

To respond to that, the U.S. has been fleshing out a new 
military operational concept ― the “AirSea Battle.” It is to 
conduct integrated aerial and naval operations across all 
domains such as air, maritime, space and cyberspace. 

Amid China’s economic, diplomatic and military rise, its 
stance has grown more aggressive and uncompromising in 
territorial spats, particularly one with Japan, America’s major 
Asian ally. 

Tokyo’s decision to purchase the islands called Senkaku 
in Japan and Diaoyu in China is a “farce,” Xi Jinping, China’s 
leader-in-waiting, said during U.S. Secretary of Defense Leon 
Panetta’s visit to Beijing earlier this month. His visit was 
apparently aimed at defusing sino-Japan tension over the 
islands. 

The maritime disputes where fishing grounds and 
allegedly abundant resources are at stake could spiral out of 
control and escalate into warfare, observers fear. Secretary of 

State Hillary Clinton recently called for their resolution 
“without coercion, intimidation, threats and the use of force.” 

Washington has been carefully watching the dispute over 
the Senkaku islands as it could be drawn into the conflict 
should any hostilities break out considering that it has the 
1960 Mutual Cooperation and Security Treaty with Japan. 
Beijing also has a jurisdictional dispute with Seoul over the 
submerged rock in their overlapping exclusive economic 
zones. 

As Washington carries out an austerity policy following a 
decade of war in Iraq and Afghanistan, engaging in any 
additional conflict is highly burdensome, analysts note. 

Washington has demanded that Seoul pay more of the so-
called burden-sharing cost to maintain its 28,500 troops on the 
Korean Peninsula while reportedly calling on Tokyo to 
shoulder the partial cost of relocating some 4,000 U.S. 
marines to Guam. 

Some raised the possibility that in case of a diplomatic 
failure over the dispute and Japan’s loss of the islands, 
America’s preponderance in the region could be harmed and 
the security contours could face a significant shift. 

The commissioning of the aircraft has apparently 
unnerved Japan where the political right-wingers have raised 
their voices to shore up national pride sapped by the prolonged 
economic malaise and a series of natural disasters. 

Observers say that China’s military buildup may lead 
Tokyo to push more aggressively to become a “normal state” 
with a full-fledged military and depart from the pacifist 
constitution that bans its right to wage war and possession of 
war materials. 

Japan has moved toward the recognition of its collective 
self-defense right ― the use of force to respond to an attack 
on an ally, namely the U.S. ― and paved the way for the 
nuclear armament through a legal amendment. 

Domestic social and political circumstances in China 
could further complicate its territorial rows with neighboring 
states, experts say. 

“China has been more assertive this year than many 
expected, and that could be explained by the circumstances ― 
the Party Congress in October and the election of its new 
leadership, the slowdown in the Chinese economy, and the 
rising voice of those in China who oppose the approach of 
biding time and hiding capabilities,” said Patrick M. Cronin, 
senior director of the Asia Program at the Center for a New 
American Security. 

“There would appear to be those in the Party and the 
military in China who are tired of being patient, feel China is 
being pushed around, and would like to exercise their 
influence to press their claims.” 

Some observers argue that China’s territorial claims could 
further increase should it use them to deflect public attention 
from democratic aspirations and pent-up frustration over a 
deepening economic polarization and regional division. 

Return to Index 
 

10. Carrier's Defensive Role Stressed 
(CHINA DAILY 28 SEP 12) ... Zhao Shengnan and Li Xiaokun 

Beijing on Thursday dismissed reports that China is 
building a second aircraft carrier and emphasized its newly 
commissioned first carrier's defensive nature amid speculation 

that China will use its increasing maritime strength to resolve 
territorial issues. 
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"Such reports are inaccurate," China's Ministry of 
National Defense spokesman Yang Yujun told a regular news 
conference. He was responding to a report in the Hong Kong-
based newspaper Mingpao that said a second aircraft carrier is 
under construction on Shanghai's Changxing Island and is 
expected to be unveiled by the end of the year. 

"China will plan the development of aircraft carriers in an 
all-round way, taking its national economic and social 
development, as well as the needs of national defense and 
military construction, into consideration," Yang said. 

China's naval power took a landmark leap on Tuesday 
when its first aircraft carrier, the Liaoning, with the hull 
number 16, was commissioned in the People's Liberation 
Army Navy in Dalian. 

It makes China the last permanent member of the United 
Nations Security Council to have an aircraft carrier, and 
comes as Beijing and Tokyo are locked in the dispute over 
Diaoyu Islands, which have belonged to China since ancient 
times. 

Most media view the Liaoning as a signal of China's 
rising power, although it will be used mostly for training and 
testing for now. Most Japanese media said it has put pressure 
on Japan amid the territorial tension. 

Shigeru Iwasaki, chief of the joint staff of Japan's Self 
Defense Forces, on Thursday said Japan will continue 
collecting information and focusing on China's aircraft carrier 
and military modernization, Kyodo News reported. 

When asked about the aircraft carrier's influence on the 
islands issue, Yang reiterated China's commitment to peaceful, 
independent and defensive policies, saying China's weaponry 
was developed to safeguard national security. 

But he did not deny reports that on Sept 20 two Chinese 
frigates were spotted 80 km northwest of the islands, saying it 
is totally justified and legitimate for Chinese frigates to 
conduct combat-ready patrols and exercises in its territorial 
waters. 

The Chinese military adheres to combat-ready patrols to 
handle any maritime emergency and resolutely safeguards the 
country's territorial sovereignty and maritime rights, Yang 
said, adding that the military also strengthened cooperation 
with the departments of fishing and surveillance to guarantee 
maritime safety. 

Yang also urged Tokyo to reflect on its aggressive history 
during World War II and to gain its neighbors' trust through 
practical actions, instead of raising regional tensions by 
emphasizing an agenda related to military security, such as the 
recent joint drill conducted by Tokyo and Washington on the 
Western Pacific island of Guam. The drill aimed to strengthen 
their ability to defend remote islands from a foreign assault. 

The debut of the carrier at this critical time reflects 
Beijing's firm resolution to defend its territories, but owning 
an aircraft carrier does not mean China will soon resolve the 
disputes by force, said Li Daguang, a professor at the 
University of National Defense. 

The news has inspired Chinese people and carries a lot of 
meaning for China, and it has told "the Japanese government it 
will eventually eat bitter fruit if it makes no effort to correct its 
mistakes", he said. 

Washington has played down the importance of the 
aircraft carrier, saying after its first sea trial in August 2011 
that it had "limited" capability. But the Pentagon also said the 
vessel was the first step toward a future fleet of carriers 
expected to be built domestically in the coming years. 

The type of aircraft to be deployed on the carrier is key to 
the Liaoning's combat power, but this information has not 
been disclosed. The Associated Press said it will take years to 
build proper aircraft, train pilots to land in adverse weather on 
a moving deck and develop a proper carrier battle group. 

Yang said the carrier-borne aircraft are being 
independently developed by China, based on homemade 
aircraft. 

Qiao Liang, a professor at the Air Force Command 
Institute, told Chinese media that the first carrier has brought 
China closer to its dream of more than 100 years to have a 
"blue-water Navy" - a maritime force capable of operating on 
the high seas - but the Chinese Navy still has a long way to go. 

When responding to comments by Manila on Tuesday 
that Chinese drones may be shot at if they enter the airspace 
over Huangyan Island, Yang said China's use of drones, or 
unmanned aerial vehicles, over Huangyan Island, the Nansha 
Islands and their adjacent waters is "justified and legal", and 
warned that China opposes any military provocation in the 
South China Sea. 

China has indisputable sovereignty over Huangyan Island, 
the Nansha Islands and their adjacent waters, he said. 

Return to Index 
 

11. Clinton Urges 'Cooler Heads' In China-Japan Island Row 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 27 SEP 12) 

NEW YORK - U.S. Secretary of State Hillary Clinton 
urged Chinese Foreign Minister Yang Jiechi Thursday to work 
to calm simmering tensions between China and Japan over 
disputed islands in the East China Sea. 

"The secretary, as she has been urging for a number of 
months ... again urged that cooler heads prevail. That Japan 
and China engage in dialogue to calm the waters," a senior 
State Department official said after the talks. 

"We believe that Japan and China have the resources, 
have the restraint, have the ability to work on this directly and 
take tensions down. And that is our message to both sides." 

Earlier Thursday, China criticized Japanese Prime 
Minister Yoshihiko Noda for his "obstinate persistence" after 

he insisted there could be no compromise with Beijing on the 
ownership of disputed islands. 

"China is extremely dissatisfied with and sternly opposes 
the Japanese leader's obstinate persistence in his incorrect 
views regarding the Diaoyu islands," foreign ministry 
spokesman Qin Gang said in a statement. 

Noda had said on Wednesday that a disputed archipelago 
in the East China Sea that China knows as the Diaoyu islands 
and Japan calls the Senkaku, is "an integral part" of Japanese 
territory "in the light of history and of international law." 

Clinton and Yang met in a New York hotel on the 
sidelines of the General Assembly and for what a U.S. official 
described as a "very full meeting." 
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They also talked about issues concerning the South China 
Seas, North Korea, human rights in China and Tibet and 
bilateral economic relations. 

Yang met on Tuesday with his Japanese counterpart 
Koichiro Gemba, holding what was described as "stern talks" 
on the bitterly disputed islands but made no breakthrough, 
diplomats said. 

Yang accused Japan of committing a "gross violation" of 
China's territorial integrity during the meeting, according to 
China's state Xinhua news agency. 

Gemba said there was a "severe" atmosphere for the talks, 
which lasted for about about one hour. Clinton is due to meet 
with Gemba on Friday. 

China has been infuriated by the Japanese government's 
move to buy the East China Sea islands from a private owner. 

Japan and China have disputed the islands for decades but 
tensions flared again in recent weeks leading to street protests 
in Chinese cities. 

Chinese government ships have sailed into waters around 
the disputed islands in recent days, along with vessels from 
Taiwan, which also claims the islands. 

Return to Index 
 

12. Osprey Protesters Block Gates At Marine Base On Okinawa 
(STARS AND STRIPES 28 SEP 12) ... Travis J. Tritten 

CAMP FOSTER, Okinawa — Demonstrators blocked 
many of the gates of Futenma air station Friday during the 
third day of protests over the upcoming deployment of Marine 
Corps Osprey aircraft to Okinawa. 

The Marine Corps on Okinawa warned U.S. personnel to 
avoid Futenma due to the public protests, which it said are 
expected to be “sizable” and to last for the foreseeable future. 
Japanese police are ensuring that one entry way into the base 
remains open. 

Despite deep public concerns over the safety of the 
helicopter-airplane hybrid, the U.S. and Japanese governments 
approved the deployment of the Ospreys earlier this month. 

A squadron of aircraft were scheduled to arrive at the air 
station Friday after completing test flights at the Marine Corps 
air station at Iwakuni on the Japanese mainland, but the 
deployment was delayed due to a typhoon forecast to blow 
over the two bases during the weekend. 

Despite the delayed deployment, about 100 protesters 
blocked access to Futenma’s main gate chanting anti-Osprey 
slogans and facing down dozens of Japanese police officers, 

who did not immediately attempt to remove them. There was 
no visible U.S. military presence. 

On Thursday, Japanese media reported a small scuffle 
between protesters and Japanese police who tried to remove 
them from a secondary gate at the air station, and a day early 
the mayor of Naha led a protest against the aircraft 
deployment. 

Okinawans have opposed the deployment for the past 
year, calling the Marine Corps’ tilt-rotor aircraft dangerous 
and defective. The United States and Japan both conducted 
independent investigations into two recent catastrophic Osprey 
crashes and determined that pilots and not the aircraft were to 
blame. In April, two Marines were killed when an Osprey 
went down during training in Africa and a June crash in 
Florida injured crew members and destroyed the $78 million 
aircraft. 

Okinawa Gov. Hirokazu Nakaima again asked Tokyo this 
week to block the arrival of the Osprey. 

View Clip (RT: 1:03) 
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RUSSIA: 
13. NATO Official: Slow Progress On Missile Defense Cooperation With Russia 
(DEFENSE NEWS 27 SEP 12) ... Julian Hale 

BRUSSELS — NATO’s deputy secretary general, 
Ambassador Alexander Vershbow, admitted Thursday at a 
Security and Defence Agenda event at the European 
Parliament that “not much progress” had been made in terms 
of cooperating with Russia on missile defense. 

He said that Russian objections to the missile defense 
system are not grounded on facts, but cooperation “could be a 
game changer in relations with Russia.” 

“We will continue to seek closer cooperation with 
Russia,” he said. However, he warned that, “irrespective of 
progress, we will push ahead with missile defense capability 
as planned.” 

Bob Bell, who is the defense adviser to the U.S. 
ambassador to NATO, said that as of May, the system has 
what he called “operationally significant capability,” meaning 
it is in place and can function, but is short of “initial operating 
capability,” which means it can actually be deployed. 

Asked by Defense News for more specifics about what 
sorts of assets and technology were needed to achieve initial 

operating capability, he said, “we haven’t finished the process 
of defining the initial operating capability for the expanded 
missile defense program.” 

The plan is to provide full protection across the whole of 
Europe after another decade, he said. 

“We have the foundation. The robustness of it is a 
function of what countries bring to the architecture,” such as 
interceptor units, he said. 

“The real question is if Europe will add more and make 
the system more robust.” 

Noting that the U.S. Navy Aegis ships are “a keystone of 
the international capacity,” he pointed out that they were 
“multimission ships” that were not simply sitting on missile 
defense picket duty but were also engaging in exercises, 
operations etc. 

He also said that Germany and the Netherlands have 
pledged to provide theater missile defense systems. 

According to Vershbow, the current system can deal with 
“limited attacks from rogue states at an early stage of 
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technological development.” It can deal with existing 
technology and tens of missiles, but could not defend against 

hundreds or thousands of missiles, or against sophisticated 
capabilities such as decoys, he said. 
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PERSONNEL: 
14. Veterans Wait For Benefits As Claims Pile Up 
(NEW YORK TIMES 28 SEP 12) ... James Dao 

For Dennis Selsky, a Vietnam-era veteran with multiple 
sclerosis, it was lost documents. It seemed that every time he 
sent records to the Department of Veterans Affairs, they 
disappeared into the ether. 

For Mickel Withers, an Iraq war veteran with severe post-
traumatic stress disorder, it was a bureaucratic foul-up. The 
department said he received National Guard pay in 2009, 
though he had left the Guard the previous year, and cut his 
disability compensation by $3,000. He filed for bankruptcy to 
protect himself from creditors. 

For Doris Hink, the widow of a World War II veteran, it 
was the waiting. The department took nearly two years to 
process her claim for a survivor’s pension, forcing her 
daughter to take $12,000 from savings to pay nursing home 
bills. 

These are the faces of what has become known as “the 
backlog”: the crushing inventory of claims for disability, 
pension and educational benefits that has overwhelmed the 
Department of Veterans Affairs. For hundreds of thousands of 
veterans, the result has been long waits for decisions, 
mishandled documents, confusing communications and 
infuriating mistakes in their claims. 

Numbers tell the story. Last year, veterans filed more than 
1.3 million claims, double the number in 2001. Despite having 
added nearly 4,000 new workers since 2008, the agency did 
not keep pace, completing less than 80 percent of its 
inventory. 

This year, the agency has already completed more than 
one million claims for the third consecutive year. Yet it is still 
taking about eight months to process the average claim, two 
months longer than a decade ago. As of Monday, 890,000 
pension and compensation claims were pending. 

Skyrocketing costs have accompanied that flood of 
claims. By next year, the department’s major benefit programs 
— compensation for the disabled, pensions for the low-income 
and educational assistance — are projected to cost about $76 
billion, triple the amount in 2001. By 2022, those costs are 
projected to rise nearly 70 percent to about $130 billion. 

These are the compounding wages of war, and they are 
not just the result of recent conflicts. The department is 
administering pensions for World War II veterans while 
handling new claims from Vietnam veterans struggling with 
the multiplying ailments of age. Indeed, nearly a third of all 
pending new claims are from Vietnam-era veterans, roughly 
equal to the number from Iraq and Afghanistan war veterans. 

Thanks to superior battlefield medicine and armor, those 
Iraq and Afghanistan veterans have survived combat at a 
higher rate. As they return home with more wounds, and 
perhaps more savvy, the ones who file for disability 
compensation are claiming on average nearly 10 disorders or 
injuries each, compared with 6 for Vietnam veterans and 
fewer than 4 for World War II veterans. Their complex claims 

are often more time-consuming to process, adding to the 
backlog. 

At the same time, a higher percentage — nearly half — of 
Iraq and Afghanistan veterans are filing for disability 
compensation, partly because of the weak economy. That is 
double the rate for previous wars. 

“We’re not gaining any ground here,” Eric K. Shinseki, 
the secretary of veterans affairs, acknowledged in an interview 
over the summer. “Am I impatient? Yes, but I’ve got a fix.” 

That fix is the department’s “transformation plan,” which 
calls for a new training regimen that Mr. Shinseki says will 
improve speed and accuracy in processing claims; creation of 
special teams to handle complex claims; and new digital 
technology that will replace the current paper-choked system. 

When all those pieces are in place by 2015, Mr. Shinseki 
says that every claim will be processed in fewer than 125 
days, with almost no errors — a pledge that veterans’ 
advocates view skeptically. 

Current and former front-line workers, who spoke out of 
frustration with the widespread criticism of their agency, offer 
a different analysis. The dysfunction, they say, stems from 
inadequate training and weak management, an excessively 
complicated process, and assembly line-like performance 
standards that require them to meet production quotas under 
threat of demotion or firing. The solution, they say, is clear. 

“They need more workers,” said Mark Locken, a retired 
Army artillery officer who worked for the department for three 
years in Boston before quitting in May because, he said, of the 
stress. 

The history of the backlog, which predates the Sept. 11, 
2001, attacks,suggests another source of the problem: a 
bureaucratic culture with conflicting missions. 

On one hand, Department of Veterans Affairs employees 
are urged to be advocates for veterans. “I tell them: you’re 
going to take care of these young men and women for life,” 
Allison A. Hickey, a retired Air Force brigadier general who is 
under secretary for benefits, said in an interview. 

Yet those workers are also required to be stewards of the 
public dime, called on to distinguish the truly needy from the 
less needy from the fraudulent. 

That means they must evaluate veterans to determine 
whether their illnesses or injuries are real, and whether they 
are the result of military service, or something else. If those 
problems are deemed “service connected,” the workers must 
then quantify their severity and attach dollar values. 

Is that traumatic brain injury from high school football or 
a roadside bomb in Iraq? Is that back injury a 10 percent 
disability or 30 percent? Is that post-traumatic stress disorder 
real? 

Medical questions without simple answers must be settled 
by harried bureaucrats and overworked doctors applying 
black-and-white rules to very gray ailments. Their decisions 
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mean the difference between monthly checks of a few hundred 
dollars versus a few thousand. 

When veterans are not happy with the results, as is often 
the case, they can appeal, or reapply, submitting new 
documents and diagnoses to bolster their claims — and adding 
years to the process. 

About half of the current backlog is due to veterans 
reapplying for denied claims or seeking to increase existing 
benefits because of new or worsening conditions. So the 
backlog grows, and along with it, the pessimism of some 
advocates. 

“They are rearranging the decks chairs on a sinking ship,” 
said Katrina Eagle, a lawyer who represents veterans before 
the agency. “You can hire people and buy new software. But 
nothing will improve.” 

Bureaucratic Behemoth 
Born from a system that paid pensions to Revolutionary 

War soldiers, the Department of Veterans Affairs has grown 
into a behemoth with more than 270,000 employees who 
maintain 131 cemeteries, operate 152 hospitals and disburse 
benefits to more than four million veterans. The nation has a 
total of about 23 million veterans. 

Congress, the courts and the executive branch have 
contributed to the growth by creating new benefits and rights 
like perennial blooms. Typically, Congress has accomplished 
that by establishing “presumptive connections” between 
military service and certain diseases, allowing veterans to seek 
disability compensation if they received a diagnosis within a 
certain period. 

There are now scores of diseases that are presumed to be 
the result of, or aggravated by, military service, from anemia 
to yellow fever. Each time the government adds a new one, 
thousands of veterans apply for benefits. 

In 2010, for example, Mr. Shinseki announced that three 
diseases — ischemic heart disease, Parkinson’s disease and b-
cell leukemia — would be considered the result of Agent 
Orange exposure for veterans who served in Vietnam. As of 
this week, the department had processed more than 240,000 
claims for those diseases filed in just the last two years. 

Since at least the 1960s, multiple sclerosis has been on the 
presumptive list, and in the decades since, tens of thousands of 
veterans with the disease have received benefits from the 
Department of Veterans Affairs. Dennis Selsky, 69, is one. 

A Navy reservist from the Philadelphia area who was 
called to active duty for 10 months in 1968, Mr. Selsky 
worked as an ordnance specialist on domestic air bases. Two 
years after leaving the service in 1970, he says, doctors told 
him he had multiple sclerosis, which Mr. Selsky believes he 
contracted from working on planes contaminated with the 
herbicide Agent Orange. 

Two years ago, he learned from the National Multiple 
Sclerosis Society that he was eligible for veterans 
compensation, applied and was granted the minimum benefit: 
a 30 percent rating, worth $435 a month. That seemed low to 
him because, he says, he has tremors, walks with a cane and is 
losing his vision. So Mr. Selksy, who spent 31 years with 
Verizon before retiring in 1998, appealed, seeking a 100 
percent rating that would pay about $3,000 a month. 

Then his problems with the Department of Veterans 
Affairs began in earnest. 

First, the Philadelphia regional office lost part of his file, 
his wife, Sheila, said. Then it lost authorizations to obtain 
records from his cardiologist, podiatrist, neurologist and 
ophthalmologist — more than once. After the office finally 
obtained those doctors’ reports, it still required him to see 
department doctors to confirm his diagnoses. 

Each appointment and lost document has added weeks to 
the processing, now in its 15th month. So have skeptical 
department examiners, who have requested additional 
information on whether Mr. Selsky’s heart palpitations and 
vision loss are related to his multiple sclerosis. “This should 
be a slam dunk,” Ms. Selsky said. “He keeps getting worse, 
and they keep fighting and fighting and fighting with us. The 
stress is unbelievable.” 

Mr. Selsky may have also been the victim of another 
problem common to claims processing: the chaotic handling 
of records. Lost or mishandled documents are perhaps the No. 
1 complaint about the processing system. Indeed, a 2009 
review by the department’s inspector general found rampant 
cases of mishandled mail, including documents being 
improperly put in shred bins at 40 of the department’s 57 
regional offices. 

Workers who process mail in the Philadelphia regional 
office, which handled Mr. Selsky’s claim, say that veterans’ 
records have for years piled up in gray file cabinets or 
cardboard boxes because they were thought to lack clear 
identifying information, like Social Security numbers. 

Ryan Cease, a former mail handler at the regional office, 
said that earlier this year he saw workers who were cleaning 
up the mail room in preparation for a visit by a senior official 
tossing records into boxes marked “for shredding.” 

Suspicious, he and a fellow worker later leafed through 
the boxes and found numerous records that they believed 
could have easily been identified. 

Mr. Cease, through another employee, sent an urgent e-
mail to the department’s central office. After an investigation, 
the department concluded that nothing improper had occurred. 

“We have not shredded any documents up there,” Ms. 
Hickey said. 

Mr. Cease is not so sure. “I’m convinced,” he said in an 
interview, “that mail was shredded and that the mail was 
identifiable.” 

Manpower Shortage Cited 
In 2009, Kathryn Kausch learned that her mother, Doris 

Hink, was eligible for a pension because her husband, who 
died in 1987, had served honorably during World War II. Ms. 
Kausch sent in the paperwork, hoping the funds would help 
pay assisted living costs for her mother, now 89, who has 
dementia. 

The application was rejected because her mother’s assets 
were above the $80,000 threshold. But in a year, those assets 
had shrunk and Ms. Kausch reapplied in January 2010. That 
September, the Philadelphia pension office asked for 
additional documents, and she sent off a fat packet of bank 
statements, medical invoices and other financial records. 

In November, the office notified her that it had not 
received the documents and was rejecting her mother’s 
application again. But Ms. Kausch produced a receipt showing 
that the documents had been delivered, and the office 
acknowledged it had received them. Then she hunkered down 
to wait. Months passed. 
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Ms. Kausch began dipping into her savings to pay her 
mother’s bills at an assisted living center. Then in July 2011, 
Ms. Kausch was laid off from her job at Xerox. Desperate for 
help, she called her congressman, Representative Michael 
Fitzpatrick, a Republican from the Philadelphia suburbs. A 
week after his office made inquiries, her mother’s pension was 
approved. 

But Ms. Kausch’s problems did not end. Her mother is 
eligible for $22,000 in retroactive pension payments dating to 
2009. But because of her mother’s dementia, the department 
must approve Ms. Kausch as her mother’s fiduciary. Though 
the department has conducted the required interview, it has not 
filled out the final paperwork, despite calls from Mr. 
Fitzpatrick’s office. 

“No wonder our government has such problems,” Ms. 
Kausch, 58, said. “It seems you get lost in this bureaucratic 
paperwork.” 

A routine pension claim, undisputed by the department, 
took nearly two years to process, and only after a 
congressman’s intervention. An equally straightforward 
fiduciary application is still pending after six months. Why? 

Employees and veterans advocates repeatedly point to one 
reason: a lack of manpower. Though the Veterans Benefits 
Administration, the division that oversees entitlement 
programs, has grown significantly in the past decade, to 
20,600 employees from 12,150, it still often assigns 
mandatory overtime to meet workload demands. And because 
the processing is so complicated, it can take two years before 
new hires are fully productive, the department says. 

With its staff stretched to the limit, the Veterans Benefits 
Administration supervisors set priorities for processing claims, 
workers say, with seriously wounded recent veterans, the 
homeless and terminally ill often rising to the top. Veterans or 
survivors who are already receiving benefits but applying for 
new ones may, as a consequence, be given lower priority, the 
workers say. 

Another problem, front-line claims workers say, are 
production quotas that determine whether they will be 
promoted, given raises, demoted or fired. The pressure to meet 

those quotas cause some workers to skip complicated, time-
consuming files and reach for simpler ones, workers and 
advocates say. 

“Given the choice, they’ll go for the thin folder every 
time,” said Gerald T. Manar, a former manager for the 
Veterans Benefits Administration who now works for 
Veterans of Foreign Wars. 

More processors would make a difference, most experts 
say. But at a time when both parties are talking about slashing 
the federal deficit, hiring more employees may be impossible. 
Since 2004, the department’s total budget — which includes 
health care, administrative costs and entitlements — has 
doubled, to $127 billion. “New employees hired into a broken 
system that awards process instead of outcomes will not get us 
there,” Mr. Fitzpatrick said. 

For Mickel Withers, a veteran of the Georgia National 
Guard, the system was not exactly broken. But it was 
blundering. After serving on a bomb-detection team in Iraq in 
2005 and 2006, he left the Army in 2008 with a diagnosis of 
post-traumatic stress disorder and started receiving $3,080 a 
month in disability compensation from the Department of 
Veterans Affairs. 

But this May, a check arrived for only $109. The 
department told him they were docking his compensation 
because they had determined he received drill pay from the 
Guard in 2009. Veterans are not allowed to receive both kinds 
of pay. In fact, Mr. Withers had left the Guard as a sergeant in 
2008, but it took the department weeks to confirm that fact. 
With two children and a wife to support, he had to seek 
emergency housing assistance from a veterans group to pay 
rent and filed for bankruptcy to avoid debt collectors. 

It was his second bad experience with the benefits system: 
In 2009, the department overpaid the art school he was 
attending, then tried to collect the money from Mr. Withers. It 
took months to resolve that dispute. 

“I think they are so overwhelmed over there, they just 
glance at things,” he said. “It doesn’t make me feel good about 
the system.” 
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15. Senate Delay Could Mean Late COLAs For Veterans 
(NAVY TIMES 27 SEP 12) ... Rick Maze 

The chairwoman of the Senate Veterans’ Affairs 
Committee blames Republicans for preventing passage of a 
cost-of-living adjustment in veterans’ compensation before 
Congress left town on Sept. 22 for a six-week pre-election 
break, raising the possibility that the payment increases could 
be late. 

The postponed bill would provide almost 4 million 
veterans and survivors the same Dec. 1 percentage increase 
going to Social Security and retired pay for the military and 
federal civilians. The increase is expected to be at least 1.3 
percent. 

While Social Security and government retired pay 
increases are automatic, veterans’ compensation rises only if 
Congress approves an increase and the president signs it into 
law. Since 1983, Congress has never failed to give veterans 
the same increase as other federal beneficiaries, although the 
annual bills have been delayed before. 

The Veterans Affairs Department said Thursday in a 
statement it could not guarantee January checks would include 
the increase unless it is passed by Congress by Nov. 13, which 
happens to be the first day of scheduled legislative business 
when lawmakers return after the Nov. 6 elections. 

“Should Congress pass the COLA after that date, VA 
would have to make complex programming changes to the 
system that could not be accomplished in time to pay the 
COLA increase on January 1,” the statement says. 
“Consequently, the … increase would have to be paid 
retroactively.” 

VA has waited longer than that in the past. In 2005, the 
veterans’ COLA wasn’t signed into law until Nov. 22. In 
2003, the measure wasn’t signed by the president until Dec. 3. 
VA officials said these late bills required special processing 
and retroactive payments. 

Sen. Patty Murray, D-Wash., the veterans’ committee 
chairwoman, fired a broadside against Republicans for 
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blocking a bill just a week after Senate Republicans also 
blocked action on the Veterans’ Job Corps Act. 

“We still don’t have any indication why someone would 
block a cost-of-living adjustment for veterans and their 
surviving spouses, many of whom are struggling to make ends 
meet,” Murray said in a statement. “My hope is that whichever 
senator has decided to hold up this bill will at least come 
forward to own up to it. That way we can move forward to 
overcome their oppositions and get our veterans the support 
they need.” 

Part of the blame for the delay is that the Senate waited so 
long to pass the bill. 

The House of Representatives passed a COLA for 
veterans on July 9 on a 369-0 vote. Rep. Jeff Miller, R-Fla., 
the House Veterans’ Affairs Committee chairman, said the 
early vote was held so veterans wouldn’t have to worry about 
their increase “being held up in a political tug-of-war.” 

A political tug-of-war war is exactly what Murray says 
happened when an unidentified Republican objected to 
passing the bill by voice vote before Congress left town for the 
elections. 

Under Senate procedures, any senator is allowed to put an 
anonymous hold on any bill. Murray said the objection came 
from the Republican side of the Senate, something confirmed 
by the offices of several Republican senators who declined to 
point fingers at who was behind the hold. 

It wasn’t made by Sen. Richard Burr of North Carolina, 
ranking Republican on the Senate veterans’ committee, who 

fully supports the measure, according to his spokesman, David 
Ward. 

Sen. Rand Paul, R-Ky., had been holding up all 
legislation in the Senate in an attempt to get a vote on a 
foreign aid bill. But his spokeswoman, Moira Bagley, said 
Paul had lifted all of his holds and was not blocking the 
COLA measure. 

Sen. Jim DeMint, R-S.C., had been identified by some 
Democrats as the person who could have blocked the bill, but 
DeMint spokesman Wesley Denton, said his boss did not 
object. 

The House Veterans’ Affairs Committee is considering a 
bill, HR 4142, to have veterans’ compensation automatically 
increase at the same time as Social Security without getting 
Congress involved. 

Rep. Jon Runyan, R-N.J., the chief sponsor of the bill, 
says he thinks there should never be a doubt about when or if 
the COLA bill will pass. Veterans and survivors “do not 
deserve to wait and wonder every year if they will receive an 
increase in their benefits. Rather, they deserve a permanent, 
yearly cost-of-living adjustment, without an act of Congress,” 
Runyan said. 

Congress has resisted making the veterans’ COLA 
automatic because passing the measure each year gives 
lawmakers a way to tout their support for veterans in their 
reelection campaigns. 
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16. Captain Relieved Of Duty 
(WAVY NBC NORFOLK 27 SEP 12) 

VIRGINIA BEACH, Va. -- Capt. James CoBell was 
relieved Thursday from his assignment as commanding officer 
of Fleet Readiness Center Mid-Atlantic in Virginia Beach. 

Adm. C. J. Jaynes relieved Cobell of his duties due to "a 
loss of confidence in his ability to command." Cobell had 
reportedly failed to account for personal leave, used abusive 

language toward personnel and used subordinates for personal 
favors. 

Pending administrative action, CoBell was reassigned to 
the staff of Naval Air Force Atlantic. 

Capt. Michael Zarkowski has taken Cobell's place. 
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SHIPBUILDING: 
17. Navy CNO Greenert's 'Biggest Shipbuilding Concern' Is Amphibs 
(AOL DEFENSE 27 SEP 12) ... Sydney J. Freedberg Jr. 

WASHINGTON -- The Navy is "on a roll" when it comes 
to shipbuilding, but the existing fleet remains under stress, the 
Chief of Naval Operations said today. 

"We are on a roll on shipbuilding, [with] ships delivered 
on or ahead of schedule, on or below budget," Adm. Jonathan 
Greenert said at a luncheon hosted by the Association of the 
U.S. Navy today. "How'd that happen? How about a little bit 
of predictability" -- a reference to his rejection of how the 
Navy had whiplashed contractors in the past with change 
orders in mid-construction, most notoriously on the first two 
Littoral Combat Ships -- "and sitting down with industry, 
working out a multi-year [contract with] a little bit of profit 
margin.... We have about 30 ships under construction right 
now." 

Nevertheless, both ships and Sailors are still stressed 
meeting global demands. 

"It's driven optempo up, higher than we'd like," Greenert 
said. ("Optempo" is military jargon for "operational tempo"). 
"As far as overall manning we're fine," he went on. "As far as 
manning the right place the right time we've got some work to 
do." 

With tensions rising both with Iran and between China 
and U.S. allies in Japan and the Philippines, the Navy now has 
a pair of aircraft carriers in Western Pacific and another in the 
Middle East. So out of just 11 flat-tops in the fleet (soon to be 
10 when the Enterprise retires), those four are deployed, 
another two are in overhaul, and just five (soon four) are going 
through pre-deployment training and maintenance -- a ratio of 
ships deployed to the total fleet of roughly 1:2, compared to 
the 1:4 that's the Navy rule of thumb for a sustainable pace of 
operations in the long haul. 
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Deployments for Navy-Marine Amphibious Ready 
Groups have likewise been stretched far beyond normal 
lengths, with the USS Bataan ARG at sea for almost 11 
months. "If you asked me, 'What's your biggest shipbuilding 
concern,' it's 'get the amphibs out,'" Greenert told reporters 
after his public remarks. "They're stressed. The good news is 
we've got Anchorage and Arlington right around the corner, 
two LPDs" -- San Antonio-class amphibious ships -- and their 
commissioning will make a major difference, he said. 

The fleet now stands at 287 ships with the recent 
commissioning of the USS Fort Worth, the third Littoral 
Combat Ship (and the second built by Lockheed Martin). 
Among other missions, the LCS is meant to take on mine-
hunting, a long-neglected niche in the Navy, but with only 
three LCS in service and the mine-warfare "module" still in 
development, that burden falls on 14 aging Avenger-class 
minesweepers. 

Eight of the 14 Avengers are now in Bahrain, on guard 
against an Iranian attempt to close the Strait of Hormuz. That 
leaves just two Avengers back in the United States for 
training, not enough to get new crews ready to replace those 
now deployed. (The other four are permanently based in 
Sasebo, Japan). How long can the minesweeper force keep so 
many ships deployed? "How long I don't know," Greenert told 
reporters. "We're looking closely at it in October to see if we'd 

need to sustain two in the Gulf" -- that is, two of the four sent 
from the U.S. to Bahrain this summer. The Navy would need a 
new crew rotation and training model to maintain a standing 
minesweeper force of six Avengers in the Gulf, Greenert and 
other officials have said. 

For now, though, Greenert is glowing about the success of 
the minesweeper force in recent international exercises. "It 
was just over a year ago Gen. [James] Mattis [commander of 
U.S. Central Command] said we need to sharpen our skills in 
mine countermeasures" and proposed the exercises now 
wrapping up, Greenert said. "We had 34 countries" 
participating, Greenert said, from as far afield as Latin 
America and Estonia. 

With so much already on his plate, Greenert was naturally 
eager to downplay tensions. Asked about tensions with China, 
he noted that "we've invited the Chinese to come to 
RIMPAC," the massive annual "Rim of the Pacific" exercise, 
for what would be the first PLA participation ever. And when 
an audience member raised the prospect of a Russian naval 
resurgence, Greenert went out of his way to emphasize the 
positive: "They're certainly rebuilding and modernizing, but 
I'll tell you they were at RIMPAC and they were good 
participants....There's a lot of good partnership with the 
Russians." 
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18. Navy Admiral: Rising Cost Threatens Future Of Aircraft Carrier Fleet 
(NATIONAL DEFENSE 27 SEP 12) ... Dan Parsons 

The biggest future threat to aircraft carriers might not be 
enemy weapons, but their own ballooning cost, said the Navy 
officer in charge of building the ships. 

The new Gerald R. Ford class aircraft carriers are 
supposed to harness technological breakthroughs to drive 
down their total lifecycle cost below that of the Nimitz class 
ships they will replace. But they are enormously expensive 
upfront. 

Rear Adm. Thomas J. Moore, the Navy’s program 
executive officer for aircraft carriers, said cost must come 
down to preserve an 11-vessel fleet. 

“The cost of the ship is probably a bigger challenge than 
missiles and mines and all the anti-access weapons out there,” 
Moore told National Defense Sept. 27 during an interview at 
his Washington Navy Yard office. “Cutting a ship … is 
enticing for the green-eye shade folks.” 

Cutting a carrier not only saves on the initial cost of the 
ship, but on personnel, aircraft, training and a multitude of 
secondary costs that whet the appetite of budget hawks and 
policymakers. 

But Moore said big deck carriers are here to stay, given 
the U.S. military’s strategic shift to the vast Pacific Ocean. He 
also offered the desire of countries such as China, India and 
Russia to build carriers as evidence that the huge ships are 
strategically imperative. 

Nuclear-powered carriers are only built by one company 
in one place: Huntington Ingalls' Newport News Shipbuilding 
in Hampton Roads, Va. The situation creates a unique 
customer-supplier relationship in which both are mutually 
dependent. Shipyard officials acknowledge the creeping cost 
of the newest carrier and have pledged to bring it under 
control. 

“We are building our prototype as the first production unit 
and there are many challenges that come with that,” Christie 
Miller, a shipyard spokeswoman said in an e-mail to National 
Defense. “Our efforts have been focused on bringing our 
customer value throughout this first-of-class ship design and 
construction project. We continue to see improvements on our 
performance on Ford.” 

The USS Gerald R. Ford, CVN-78, currently being built 
is estimated to come in at around $12.9 billion. But $3.7 
billion of that is non-recurring engineering cost associated 
with the Ford being a first-in-class vessel. Both shipyard and 
Navy officials insist construction cost will come down with 
each successive carrier in the class. CVN-79 will likely cost 
around $11 billion, Moore said. The following ships are 
expected to cost closer to $9 billion, he said. 

Carriers are the single most expensive item the Defense 
Department buys. The new class, though every bit as costly as 
the preceding Nimitz class, offers long-term savings of $50 
billion per ship, shipyard officials claim. 

“Lifecycle cost is a significant reason we’re even building 
the Ford class,” Moore said. 

Nearing structural completion, but only about half 
finished, CVN-78 has already suffered nearly $1 billion in 
cost overruns. Shipyard officials have attributed the inflation 
to hiccups associated with afirst-in-class build and problems 
with government-supplied technologies — like the new 
electro-magnetic aircraft launching system. Moore said the 
price of the Ford and succeeding ships has to come down and 
stabilize, or the argument to keep buying them with ever more 
scare procurement funds becomes less tenable. 

When construction of CVN-79 begins, all of the materials 
and equipment will have already been purchased, so there will 
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be “no excuses” for it to suffer the same setbacks as the Ford, 
Moore said. Late material has been a contributing factor to the 
Ford’s cost overruns, he said. 

“We will have improved material availability on CVN-79, 
now that the design and prototypingof new systems and 
components for the class is nearly complete,” Miller said. 
“This will allow us to efficiently procure strategic 
components, consolidate multiple purchase orders into large, 
economic order quantities, and help us provide our suppliers a 
longer term view of work scope.” 

The Navy is eyeing the possibility of buying material for 
both CVN-80 and 81 at the same time, an effort at further 
reducing inflation during construction. Every bit helps as 
Moore fights for scant funding with other procurement 
programs while the defense budget shrinks around them. 

As the price for the 1,000-foot behemoths increases, “it 
feeds right into the hands of the people who question the need 
for 11 big-deck carriers,” Moore said. 

“I think Newport News [Shipbuilding] knows the ship has 
to bemore affordable,” he said. “If we can’t get the cost down, 
we put the future of the 11-carrier fleet at risk.” 

Moore stressed an “optimal build plan” that Navy 
officials are working with Newport News shipbuilders to 
establish. The plan will incorporate construction practices 
from other shipyards like building vertical sections of the ship 
and piecing them together rather than building from the 
ground up in horizontal layers, Moore said. The goal is to get 
the construction time down from 50 million man hours for the 
Ford to at least 40 million man hours for CVN-79, the USS 
John F. Kennedy. 

Each 1,000-foot-long behemoth takes at least five years 
tobuild. The next two will be delivered in seven years each, 
but the Navy plans to keep buying one carrier every five years, 
Moore said. With a service life of 50 years, a meticulous 
schedule of materials purchasing, procurement and 
construction is necessary to maintain a functional fleet of 11 

carriers, which is called for by law and in the Navy’s 30-year 
shipbuilding plan. 

In fall of 2016, the Navy will temporarily have only 10 
aircraft carriers, a point at which carrier naysayers point as 
evidence the Navy doesn’t need 11. Moore countered that 10 
carriers simply is not enough to provide a global presence in a 
“15-carrier world.” 

With a 10-carrier fleet, one is refueling at any given time 
and is not available for deployment. Three are deployed 
around the world while three just came back to port. The final 
three are being prepped to deploy. 

“People say you only need four at a time,” Moore said. 
“The reality is that ten really isn’t enough.” 

Because the ships last 50 years and must undergo a two-
year overhaul at 25, the Navy keeps meticulous track of their 
deployment and replacement schedule. Any alteration in the 
rotation or construction throws the whole system out of 
whack, Moore said. 

The schedule is equally important to the shipyard and its 
20,000 workers, a portion of whom would have to be 
furloughed or laid off if the Navy delays its shipbuilding 
schedule, shipyard officials have said. Moore said a two-
month delay in either new ship construction or mid-life 
refueling and overhaul could affect 1,200 workers. 

“We are very sensitive to the industrial base,” Moore said. 
“In kind, the shipyard has a duty to work with us to make the 
ships more affordable.” 

More affordable ships means more business for the 
shipyard and larger profits, Moore said. That is the reasoning 
he uses to deal with a shipyard that has no competition and a 
captive customer. There is nowhere else for the Navy to shop 
for big deck carriers. 

Overall, Moore praised the shipyard for its engineering 
prowess. The reason, he said, that no other country has 
successfully launched a sustainable carrier fleet is that 
“they’re really hard to build.” 
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AVIATION: 
19. Panetta Downplays Conflict With Lockheed Over F-35 Buy 
(DEFENSE NEWS 27 SEP 12) ... Marcus Weisgerber 

U.S. Defense Secretary Leon Panetta has taken a more 
measured view of the ongoing negotiations between the 
Pentagon and Lockheed Martin for a batch of F-35 Joint Strike 
Fighters. 

After the deputy program manager called the relationship 
between DoD and Lockheed “the worst I have ever seen,” 
Panetta took a step back. 

“I don't know that I would portray it in those terms,” 
Panetta said at a Sept. 27 briefing at the Pentagon. “These are 
difficult negotiations, as they always are when you're dealing 
with the amount of money and the complexity that's involved 
with the Joint Strike Fighter.” 

Last week, Deputy Defense Secretary Ashton Carter 
threw his support behind Air Force Maj. Gen. Christopher 
Bogdan, who on Sept. 17 lashed out at Lockheed for failing to 
ink a deal with the Pentagon for 32 F-35 aircraft after nearly a 
year of negotiations. 

Carter said he was “100 percent” behind Bogdan, who has 
been nominated to lead the nearly $400 billion program. 

Asked if he shared Bogdan's assessment that the 
relationship between the Pentagon and Lockheed was “the 
worst I have ever seen,” Panetta disagreed. 

“I don't share it, number one, because … I don't know the 
history of just how much has gone on in the past,” Panetta 
said. “But at least from what I have seen at this point, my view 
of it is these are very tough negotiations, but they aren't a 
reflection that either side has given up or thinks that the other 
side, you know, is in a more difficult state at all.” 

Still, he believes the two sides will be able to lock in a 
deal for the jets. Panetta also threw his support behind the F-
35 program. 

“We'll get through this,” he said. 
Let's Make A Deal 
Panetta is less than thrilled that Congress has left 

Washington until after the November congressional and 
presidential elections. With lawmakers nowhere in sight, there 
is no chance of a deal to avoid the initial round of $500 billion 
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in defense spending cuts over the next decade. These cuts are 
slated to begin in January. 

Last week, Carter suggested a delay to the beginning of 
sequestration might help DoD. 

“A delay is better than having it,” Carter said on Sept 20. 
“If a delay leads to ultimately dispelling this cloud that's all 
the better.” 

Asked about that today, Panetta was direct. 
“I'll take whatever the hell deal they can make right now 

to deal with sequestration,” he said. “The problem now is that 

they've left town and all of this has now been put off into the 
lame duck session.” 

Panetta echoed previous comments about the 
sequestration cuts and said it is hurting the Pentagon's ability 
to plan for the future. 

“We need stability,” he said. “You want a strong national 
defense for this country? I need to have some stability. And 
that's what I'm asking the Congress to do: Give me some 
stability with regards to the funding of the Defense 
Department for the future.” 
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20. P-8s Exceeding Expectations, CNO Says 
(DEFENSE DAILY 28 SEP 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

The Navy’s new P-8 Poseidon maritime patrol aircraft 
have performed better than expected during exercises over the 
last two months in the Pacific Ocean, the chief of naval 
operations, Adm. Jonathan Greenert, said yesterday. 

The Boeing-built P-8s participated in U.S. military 
exercises called Valiant Shield near Guam earlier this month 
and in Rim of the Pacific (RIMPAC) international exercises 
that concluded Aug. 3. The P-8s exceeded “the ranges, the 
distances and detection ranges that we had designed for her,” 
Greenert said in an address to the Navy Now Forum, an event 
hosted by the Association of the United States Navy. 

“The P-8 is coming along very well,” Greenert added. 
The Navy is in the early stages of procuring the Poseidons to 
replace the fleet of legacy Lockheed Martin-built P-3 Orions. 
The service plans to buy 117 of the aircraft and on Sept. 21 
awarded Boeing a $1.9 billion contract for 11 P-8A Poseidons 
under a third round of low-rate initial production (LRIP). 

The P-8’s is based on Boeing’s 737-800 airframe. 
The Pentagon has reduced the buy rate for naval 

purchases of the P-8s over the next five fiscal years by 10 to 
cope with reduced defense spending. The Navy cut the buy for 
fiscal years 2013-2017 from 93 to 83. 
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LITTORAL COMBAT SHIP: 
21. LCS Council To Bridge ‘Gaps’ In Program Development 
(AVIATION WEEK 28 SEP 12) ... Michael Fabey 

The newly formed LCS (Littoral Combat Ship) Council 
will help fill in any gaps hampering fleet development and 
deployment, according to the organization’s charter, released 
this week by the U.S. Navy. One of the council’s main 
missions will be to ensure the deployment of LCS-1, the USS 
Freedom, to Singapore this coming spring. 

“The LCS program’s unique requirements, rapid 
acquisition, and innovative manning and sustainment 
strategies pose unique challenges as LCS is introduced to the 
fleet,” the charter says. “The council will rapidly and 
decisively resolve impediments to the LCS program’s success, 
determine the way forward for future evolution of LCS 
capabilities, and inform senior Navy civilian and uniformed 
leadership of key issues which require decisions at the highest 
level.” 

The council “provides oversight and direction of the 
efforts required at all echelons of the administrative chain of 
command to achieve successful fleet introduction of LCS, to 
identify and resolve challenges and impediments, and to 
evolve the program. The council is constituted and empowered 
to bridge ‘gaps and seams’ that may exist or arise between 
various LCS stakeholders, warfare and mission communities 
and supporting activities.” 

The charter specifically highlights “efforts required to 
successfully execute the planned deployment to LCS-1 to 
Singapore in Spring of 2013.” 

As a starting point, the council will examine issues and 
recommendations stemming from various independent studies 
and program reviews, some of which are secret. But the 
organization “may generate additional action items and 
recommendations based on its own discoveries, as follow-ons 
or modifications of initial tasks, or upon receipt of subsequent 
program reviews and assessments.” 

The council will develop and implement a comprehensive 
plan of action and milestones by Jan. 31, 2013, “to encompass, 
at a minimum, the issues and recommendations from the 
various LCS program reviews and assessments.” 

The council will provide biweekly progress updates to, 
among others, the chief of naval operations. The charter also 
calls for monthly meetings with the CNO to discuss progress 
and make decisions on “action items not resolvable at the 
council’s level.” 

LCS-1 is built by Lockheed Martin, and LCS-2 by a team 
led by General Dynamics and Austal USA. Aviation Week’s 
investigations into LCS-1 uncovered far worse problems with 
the ship than the Navy previously had acknowledged 
(Aerospace DAILY, May 15, Aug. 17). 
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22. Navy Hopes New 'Council' Can Save Its LCS Program 
(POLITICO 27 SEP 12) ... Philip Ewing 

The Navy hopes a new organizational shakeup will 
improve the odds it can deliver a major warship program close 
to the way it originally hoped. 

Buffeted by a series of internal studies that questioned the 
service’s ability to field its Littoral Combat Ship program the 
way it first planned, Navy leaders stood up a new “LCS 
Council” comprising top admirals who’ll be charged with 
focusing specifically on that program. 

The leader of the council, Vice Adm. Rick Hunt, told 
reporters on a conference call Thursday the Navy’s previous 
way of managing the program wasn’t quick or flexible 
enough, so service leaders decided to deputize some of their 
senior brass in hopes they could break free. 

“This gets harder if you did it in normal process, where 
we’ve got people who are wedded to work that had been done 
in the past,” said Hunt, who serves as head of the Navy Staff 
in the Pentagon. “This provides great opportunity for 
innovative ideas to come forward; it’s a single spot where we 
can get in and get on and make a difference.” 

The stakes are high: With a planned 55 ships, the Navy 
wants LCS to be a major part of its future surface force. But 
even its own inspections and assessments have questioned 
whether it can reach its onetime goals from the current state of 
the program. The key charges for the council are to either 
improve the performance of LCS today or move goal posts in 
line with more realistic targets over the coming years — or 
both. 

All this is playing out under the watchful eyes of 
Congress, which happily went along in 2010 when the Navy 
ditched its previous plan to select one of two competitors and 
instead opted to buy two parallel classes of LCS. Chosen were 
a steel and aluminum ship built in Wisconsin by Lockheed 
Martin and an all-aluminum one in Alabama by Austal USA. 

The two-ship decision happened despite warnings from 
then-Secretary of Defense Robert Gates and other Pentagon 
leaders that the services should not try to make peace between 
rival constituencies with parallel buys, as in the war over the 
Air Force’s new refueling tanker or the alternate engine for the 
F-35 Lightning II. 

But the Navy said it was getting a great deal and found 
itself with top cover from separate but overlapping 
constituencies in Congress that welcomed the infusion of jobs 
and cash. According to the most recent estimates, buying 55 
LCS ships will cost more than $37 billion over the life of the 
program and operating them will cost more than $87 billion. 

Since the Navy’s dual contract award, however, 
skepticism has grown both inside the service and among some 
members of Congress. Rep. Duncan Hunter (R-Calif.), a 
member of the House Armed Services Committee, told 
POLITICO on Thursday that he backs the concept of a 
smaller, modular warship, but worries the Navy could be 
putting too many eggs in the wrong basket. 

“The Navy needs to look at this hard and be very 
objective, make some good decisions, and ask: What’s going 
to happen if LCS becomes the backbone of Navy? That’s the 
question they need to ask themselves,” Hunter said. “They 
need to be brutally honest about which ships they need, what 
their requirements are, what the combatant commanders really 
need.” 

The best way forward may be for the Navy to stop short 
of its program for 55 ships, Hunter mused, and to keep sight of 
the fleet’s other priorities. The Marine Corps, he pointed out, 
is below its “red line” for the minimum number of large 
amphibious ships it says it needs, and given that carrying 
Marines and their gear into combat is a core Navy mission, 
Hunter argued that deserved to be another priority for the 
brass. 

Another House Armed Services critic, Rep. Jackie Speier 
(D-Calif.), told POLITICO that the early ships’ performance 
problems and the Navy’s inability to realize its initial concept 
meant she thought it should definitely slow or halt the 
program. 

“I have been outspoken about my belief that these ships 
are not ready for prime time,” she said. “To make a 
commitment to buy more of them when there are so many 
problems associated with the first two?” 

LCS is a small, fast warship with a smaller crew and less 
built-in equipment than a traditional warship. Instead, the 
ships are supposed to take aboard “modular” mission sets that 
let them change from hunting mines to fighting surface targets 
to hunting for submarines. 

But the program has struggled to live up to its initial sales 
pitch. Instead, its first two ships ballooned in cost. The fleet 
has struggled to deliver the unmanned vessels and sensors they 
need. And one of the Navy’s internal studies questioned 
whether it could change out an LCS ship’s mission modules as 
quickly as that was supposed to work. 

Hunt acknowledged on Thursday the Navy still has no 
plans to deploy its second LCS, the USS Independence, 
because it has been completely dedicated to testing the mine 
countermeasures module. That’s compared to a “trial 
deployment” taken by the first ship, the USS Freedom, and its 
planned trans-Pacific mission to Singapore set for next year. 
Hunt said the second LCS to deploy would probably wind up 
being the third ship, the USS Fort Worth, which was 
commissioned earlier this month in Texas. 

The program has suffered from challenges just operating 
in its initial tests. The ships’ smaller crews are exhausted by 
their heavy workloads. And Navy commanders have already 
decided they’ll only deploy for about four months at a time, as 
compared with a normal warship’s six months. 

The smaller crews also make it difficult for Sailors to 
maintain their equipment as required, increasing wear and tear 
and adding to the costs of contractor support. Sometimes, the 
Navy has found, crews need to redo the work contractors have 
done when an LCS ship is in port, or contractors return to fix 
their own shoddy earlier work — and bill taxpayers twice. 

Hunt conceded on Thursday the LCS Council would take 
a look at the “mix” of contractor and Sailor maintenance, as 
well as LCS crew sizes. He emphasized that the modular, 
open-ended nature of LCS called for flexibility and open-
mindedness, given that the Navy has never fielded a warship 
like LCS before. 

“It’s built as a new, innovative platform, so 
experimentation is the key to everything we are doing with 
LCS, from the [concept of operations] to unmanned vehicles 
… which I believe is exactly what we need in these new and 
challenging times,” Hunt said. “This is about embracing the 
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LCS platform and concept and being able to take a look at 
what’s been going on with the program and make changes.” 

Speier, though, wondered if any changes at this stage 
would be enough to make LCS work for what the Navy needs. 

“If these ships can’t be sent out for more than 22 days 
because they don’t have the capacity for keeping food 
refrigerated for more than 14 days, if the corrosion exceeds 
what is appropriate, if their doors can’t be made water safe, 
then I think we’ve got to look at the entire concept — as to 
whether or not this is what we should be investing taxpayer 
money in,” she said. 

Speier has asked the Government Accountability Office 
for an independent assessment of the program, something she 
said she hopes to include in a defense authorization bill when 
Congress returns. 

For his part, Hunter said he worried the Navy was 
spending too much energy trying to adjust to LCS, instead of 
building a ship appropriate to what the service needs. 

“The Navy’s doing stuff differently because they have to 
with this ship,” he said. “The way crews are flown out to it; 
the amount of time it can be at sea, compared to other ships; 
the ships it needs around it to protect it, to be with it. They’re 
changing their [concepts of operation] but not changing them 
Navy-wide. They’re doing it just to accommodate this ship,” 
he said. “The question is now, when you don’t have the 
modules done … when they don’t exist yet, to figure out how 
many ships of each class the Navy should buy — I don’t know 
how they do that.” 
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SUBMARINES: 
23. U.S. Navy Defends Boomer Submarine Replacement Plans 
(AVIATION WEEK 28 SEP 12) ... Michael Fabey 

A top U.S. Navy official is defending the service’s plans 
to replace its Ohio-class ballistic missile submarine fleet, 
saying the Navy has the right design and boat numbers to 
execute the mission for decades to come. 

“We conducted a detailed analysis of many force structure 
options,” says Rear Adm. Barry Bruner, Navy undersea 
warfare director, in a recent blog. “A force of 12 Ohio 
Replacement nuclear-powered ballistic missile submarines 
(SSBN) with 16 missile tubes satisfies national strategic 
deterrent requirements at the most affordable cost. Twelve 
Ohio Replacement SSBNs meet at-sea strategic patrol 
requirements and sustain this requirement while some of the 
SSBNs are unavailable due to planned maintenance.” 

Bruner says, “Reduced-force options [that] we considered 
failed to meet the current at-sea and nuclear employment 
requirements, increased risk for force survivability, and 
limited the flexibility in response to an uncertain strategic 
future. A 12-ship, 16-missile-tube SSBN force has sufficient, 
not excessive, flexibility and capacity.” 

He acknowledges that because ship construction of the 
Ohio Replacement shifted to 2021 from 2019, there will be 
fewer than 12 SSBNs from 2029 to 2042 as the Ohio-class 
retires and Ohio replacement ships join the fleet. 

Addressing recent critics of the shortfalls, he says, 
“During this time frame no major SSBN overhauls are 

planned, and a force of 10 SSBNs will support current atsea 
presence requirements.” 

However, he says, “This provides a low margin to 
compensate for unforeseen issues that may result in reduced 
SSBN availability. The reduced SSBN availability during this 
time frame reinforces the importance of remaining on 
schedule with the Ohio Replacement program to meet future 
strategic commitments. As the Ohio Replacement ships begin 
their mid-life overhauls in 2049, 12 SSBNs will be required to 
offset ships conducting planned maintenance.” 

He also says the Navy and Pentagon are keeping a lid on 
proposed costs. “The Department of Defense set an aggressive 
cost goal of $4.9 billion per hull (calendar year 2010) as an 
average cost for hulls 2-12. To date, the Navy has reduced 
costs by reducing specifications to the minimum necessary to 
meet national strategic deterrent requirements, implementing 
modular construction design, reusing the Trident II D5 
Strategic Weapons System, and reusing Virginia- and Ohio-
class components where feasible. The Virginia-class 
construction program, through aggressive management and 
collaboration between government and industry, has 
developed into a model ship building program, continually 
coming in under budget and ahead of schedule. Ohio 
Replacement design and construction will build on this 
success.” 
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CONGRESS / BUDGET: 
24. Leon Panetta: I’ll Take ‘Whatever The Hell’ I Can Get 
(POLITICO 27 SEP 12) ... Kate Brannen 

Leon Panetta is at the end of his rope with Congress. 
“I’ll take whatever the hell deal they can make right now 

to deal with sequestration,” an obviously frustrated defense 
secretary told reporters at the Pentagon Thursday. 

His assertion — nearly an outright plea — represented a 
slight change of tune for Panetta, who until recently had been 
pushing for a longer-term deficit-reduction deal. 

Along with President Barack Obama, he has advocated “a 
balanced approach,” meaning a deal to stave off what he has 
called devastating cuts in defense spending with a mix of 
increased revenues and entitlement reforms, in addition to 
further spending cuts. 

Panetta criticized Congress for leaving town for the 
campaign season without solving any of the country’s pressing 
fiscal problems. 
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“It’s extremely important that when they return after the 
election that they take steps, not just with this issue, but the 
larger fiscal cliff problems that this country is facing,” he said. 

His comments echoed those of former Defense Secretary 
Robert Gates, who earlier this month said politicians’ inability 
“to step outside of their ideological cocoons or offend their 
most partisan supporters has become a real threat to America’s 
future.” 

Sequestration — with its nearly $500 billion in defense 
cuts over the next decade set to begin on Jan. 2, unless 
Congress intervenes — would clearly pose problems for the 
military, but the mere threat of it is already tying Pentagon 
planners’ hands because it’s created so much uncertainty, 
Panetta said. 

“You want a strong national defense for this country? 
Give me some stability in regards to the funding of the 
Defense Department for the future,” he said, his voice rising. 

That uncertainty — and congressional pushback to some 
of DoD’s plans — is causing the Pentagon to go back and 
tweak its strategic guidance released in January, Panetta said. 

That guidance broadly recommended shifting focus 
toward the Asia-Pacific region, while maintaining influence in 
the Middle East. 

“If there are going to be changes, they’ll be changes at the 
margin,” Panetta said. “There are no modifications to the basic 
strategy that we have developed.” 

But, as the Pentagon crafts its budget for next fiscal year, 
it does have to take into account some of the changes 
Congress has recommended to its 2013 proposal. 

Of course, the Pentagon doesn’t quite know what final 
form those will take either because Congress has yet to pass a 
defense appropriations or authorization bill for the 2013 fiscal 
year, beginning Monday, and is operating instead on a new 
six-month continuing spending resolution. 

Once the Pentagon knows what final changes lawmakers 
want to make to the 2013 spending plan, “We’ll look at that 
and ask: ‘Are there modifications that we have to make?’ ” 
Panetta said. 
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25. Pentagon Spending Shouldn’t Slow Before Cuts, Carter Says 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 27 SEP 12) ... Tony Capaccio 

The Pentagon’s No. 2 civilian directed military 
departments and acquisition personnel to proceed with normal 
operations, including training and contracting, even though 
action hasn’t been taken to avert looming spending cuts. 

The Pentagon “needs to continue normal spending and 
operations,” Deputy Defense Secretary Ashton Carter told 
Defense Department and military service heads in a memo 
obtained today by Bloomberg News. 

Defense programs would have to absorb about $500 
billion in cuts from planned spending over a decade under 
across-the-board reductions in defense and certain domestic 
programs that will begin to take effect on Jan. 2 unless 
President Barack Obama and Congress agree on action to 
avert the technique intended to cut the federal deficit. 

“We do not want our programs, personnel and activities to 
begin to suffer the harmful effects of sequestration while there 
is still a chance it can be avoided,” Carter wrote in the memo 
dated Sept. 25. He directed commanders and managers to 
“continue the defense mission under current laws and policies, 
without taking steps that assume sequestration will occur.” 

Carter’s guidance “is fully consistent with the Pentagon’s 
sequestration strategy to date, which has been to just ignore it 
and assume it will go away,” Todd Harrison, a defense budget 
analyst for the nonpartisan Center for Strategic and Budgetary 
Assessments in Washington, said in an e-mail. 

Post-Election Session 
Congress has adjourned until November, meaning that 

any resolution would need to be accomplished during a post-
election session. 

“I’ll take whatever the hell deal they can make right 
now,” Defense Secretary Leon Panetta said at a news 
conference today at the Pentagon. “The problem now is that, 
you know, they’ve left town, and all of this has now been put 
off into the lame-duck session.” 

The Obama administration, in a report released Sept. 14, 
outlined $1.2 trillion in cuts that it said would be “devastating” 
to federal programs. 

The White House Office of Management and Budget said 
sequestration would require chopping $109 billion from the 
budget in fiscal 2013, with $54.7 billion coming from defense 
and $54.7 billion from domestic programs. 

Lockheed, Huntington 
According to the report, the Air Force’s $21.3 billion 

aircraft procurement request would be cut by $2 billion, 
hitting aircraft and electronics makers such as Lockheed 
Martin Corp., Boeing Co., Northrop Grumman Corp., 
Raytheon Co. and L-3 Communications Holdings Inc. 

The Navy’s $22.7 billion shipbuilding and conversion 
account would be cut by $2.1 billion, which would affect 
builders Huntington Ingalls Industries Inc. and General 
Dynamics Corp. 

“Commanders and managers should not alarm our 
employees and their families by announcing personnel actions 
related to sequestration or suggesting that these actions are 
likely, nor should commanders and managers hold back on 
obligation of funds -- either for investment or for operating 
programs -- if those funds have been obligated in the absence 
of the sequester threat,” Carter wrote. 

Although all fiscal 2013 funds are subject to 
sequestration, “we cannot imagine a scenario in which 
already- obligated funds funds would be sequestered,” 
Pentagon spokeswoman Lieutenant Colonel Elizabeth Robbins 
said in an e-mail. 

“Rather, once sequestration kicks in, the full sequester 
amount will be exacted from the unobligated funds 
remaining,” she said. 

Year’s Worth 
Harrison said the trouble with that approach is that “if 

sequestration does occur, you will have to implement a year’s 
worth of cuts in the nine remaining months of the fiscal year,” 
he said. 

“The cuts will have to be deeper,” he said, “and some cuts 
require more time to implement, such as giving furlough 
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notices to civilian employees, so you may end up with only 
seven or eight months to implement the cuts.” 

While Panetta has said Congress must act to stop 
sequestration, Republican lawmakers and Mitt Romney, the 

Republican presidential nominee, have said Obama should be 
taking the lead. 
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CYBER: 
26. U.S. Cyber Warrior Accuses China Of Targeting Pentagon 
(REUTERS 27 SEP 12) ... Jim Wolf 

WASHINGTON -- The U.S. Cyber Command's top 
intelligence officer accused China on Thursday of persistent 
efforts to pierce Pentagon computer networks and said a 
proposal was moving forward to boost the cyber command in 
the U.S. military hierarchy. 

"Their level of effort against the Department of Defense is 
constant" while alleged Chinese attempts to steal corporate 
trade secrets has been growing, Rear Admiral Samuel Cox, the 
command's director of intelligence, told Reuters after remarks 
to a forum on the history of cyber threats. 

The Office of the National Counterintelligence Executive, 
a U.S. intelligence arm, said in a landmark report a year ago 
that "Chinese actors are the world's most persistent 
perpetrators of economic espionage." 

"It's continuing apace," Cox said. "In fact, I'd say it's still 
accelerating." He accused China of trying to "exfiltrate" 
Pentagon secrets, jargon for sneaking them out. 

Asked whether any classified U.S. networks had been 
successfully penetrated - something not publicly known to 
have occurred - Cox replied: "I can't really get into that." 

A spokesman for the Chinese embassy did not 
immediately respond to a request for comment. In the past 
Chinese officials have denied such accusations. 

Cyber Command is responsible for defending Defense 
Department networks as well as mounting any U.S. offensive 
operations in cyberspace. It was created about two years ago 
as a unit of the U.S. Strategic Command, the outfit responsible 
for U.S. nuclear and space operations. 

Cox said a proposal was moving forward to elevate the 
cyberwarfare unit to the status of a full unified combatant 
command. This would put it on the same footing as its parent 
Strategic Command and the Defense Department's eight other 
top-level military units. 

The matter was headed to the secretary of defense and the 
president for a decision that possibly would come by the end 
of the year, he said. 

Cox spoke after telling a conference hosted by the 
Atlantic Council think tank that the overall sophistication and 
danger of cyber threats is increasing at "an accelerating rate, 
not a linear rate." 

"So the potential for these things to do destructive damage 
is very high," he said. 

The United States is among the few countries reliably 
reported to have mounted a destructive keyboard-launched 
attack - against Iran's disputed nuclear centrifuges using 
malicious code known as Stuxnet that surfaced in 2010. 

Army General Keith Alexander, who simultaneously 
heads Cyber Command and the National Security Agency, 
told a forum in July that unspecified foreign countries, hackers 
and criminal gangs contributed to a 17-fold jump in cyber 
attacks on U.S. infrastructure from 2009 to 2011. 

Promoting Cyber Command in the military hierarchy 
would simplify its operations in cyberspace and boost its 
ability to work directly with U.S. government agencies, allies 
and coalition partners. 
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LEGAL: 
27. Defense Seeks Postponement Of USS Cole Hearing 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 27 SEP 12) 

Defense lawyers for the main suspect in the USS Cole 
bombing said Thursday they have requested a delay for their 
client's next court appearance so he can be examined for 
evidence of physical abuse while in detention. 

"We are asking for a continuance so that our client can be 
examined by experts concerning the effects of torture who 
have been authorized to examine him," said Rick Kammen, an 
attorney for Abd al-Rahim al-Nashiri, the alleged mastermind 
of the deadly October 2000 attack. 

Nashiri, allegedly an associate of late Al-Qaeda leader 
Osama bin Laden, has been in U.S. custody since 2002. 

His defense attorneys, who claim he has been mistreated 
during his incarceration by the United States, said 
psychological and physical tests on their client cannot be 
completed before his next hearing date, set for October 23. 

"We seek a delay of up to three months," Kammen told 
AFP. 

The trial for Nashiri, 47, at the U.S. naval base at 
Guantanamo Bay, Cuba is to be the first since the military 
tribunal system was reformed by President Barack Obama's 
administration. 

The United States is seeking the death penalty against 
Nashiri, accused of directing the attack on the Cole that left 17 
sailors dead. 

Al-Qaeda claimed responsibility for the suicide attack off 
the coast of Yemen, which saw militants in an explosives-
laden skiff blow a 30-by-30-foot (10-by-10-meter) hole in the 
Cole, a U.S. Navy destroyer. 

Nashiri is also accused of being behind a 2002 attack on 
the French oil tanker MV Limburg that killed one person. 
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The trial is to be monitored by journalists and relatives of 
some of the victims via a live closed-circuit feed in Fort 

Meade, Maryland, a military base in the eastern U.S. state. 
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VOTING: 
28. Military Absentee Voting Picks Up 
(MILITARY TIMES 27 SEP 12) ... Karen Jowers 

With little more than a month to go before the election, 
activity has picked up among military community voters 
overseas. 

In the first three weeks of September, when free express 
military mail service became available for overseas service 
members and their families, 5,556 absentee ballots were sent 
to the U.S. with the military-only mailing service — a 65 
percent increase over the same period in 2010, when the free 
express mail service was first authorized for the election 
season, according to the U.S. Postal Service. 

Eric Eversole, executive director of the Military Voter 
Protection Project, said he is not surprised. “You would expect 
to see a sizeable increase in the number of absentee ballots 
being returned in a presidential year election as compared to a 
mid-term election,” he said. 

But Eversole is concerned that he is still seeing an 
“incredibly low number” of absentee ballot requests from 
across the U.S., according to some states he is tracking. For 
example, he said, Virginia has sent out 12,292 absentee 
ballots, compared to 41,762 sent in the 2008 cycle. 

The number of Federal Post Card Applications that have 
been downloaded from the Federal Voting Assistance Program 
website has also picked up; about 527,000 had been 
downloaded as of Sept. 23, said Pentagon spokeswoman Navy 
Cmdr. Leslie Hull-Ryde. That’s up by about 55 percent over 
the 341,000 that had been downloaded a month ago, but is still 
short of 2008 levels. The applications are used to register to 
vote and to request an absentee ballot. 

As part of the Military and Overseas Voter Empowerment 
Act, states were required to send absentee ballots to those who 
had requested them by 45 days before the election — Sept. 22. 
That population includes military personnel and their families 
voting by absentee in the U.S. or overseas, as well as overseas 
citizens. 

“I would note that more service members received their 
ballots earlier this year than in 2008 because of the MOVE 
Act’s 45-day requirement and the increased use of electronic 
mail delivery,” Eversole said. “In other words, we should see 

an increase in ballots being returned earlier in the election 
window.” 

Army Lt. Col. Paul Amrhein, chief of the Soldiers’ 
Programs Branch, Human Resources Command, said his 
office encourages troops to use the Federal Write-In Absentee 
Ballot (FWAB) if they have not received their absentee ballot 
from their local election official by 30 days before the 
election. 

“This will ensure their vote counts on election day,” he 
said. 

Officials at the Federal Voting Assistance Program office 
encourage troops, family members and overseas citizens to 
also send that local ballot if they get it after sending in the 
FWAB. Local election officials will count only one of the 
ballots. 

For those using the FWAB, detailed information and the 
ballot itself are available by clicking on your state on the 
Federal Voting Assistance Program website, or through unit 
voting assistance officers or installation voting assistance 
offices. 

Are You Ready To Vote? 
Army Lt. Col. Paul Amrhein, chief of the Soldiers’ 

Programs Branch, Human Resources Command, said his 
office is also reminding troops and families: 

 Make sure you are registered to vote; some states’ 
deadlines are fast approaching. Find your state’s 
guidelines and requirements at theFVAP website. 
You can also download the Federal Post Card 
Application, register to vote and request an absentee 
ballot. 

 Ensure your local election officials have your correct 
current address. The Military Postal Service Agency 
report states that of the 66,848 ballots received at 
overseas military post offices in 2010 from election 
officials, 20,065 were redirected to another address 
and 13,065 were returned to sender. About 42 percent 
— 27,827 voted ballots — were postmarked and 
dispatched back to voting officials. 
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COMMENTARY: 
29. Is It Legal To Hit Iran 
(WASHINGTON POST 28 SEP 12) ... Jeffrey H. Smith and John B. Bellinger III 

The question of whether military force should be used to 
prevent, or at least delay, Iran from building a nuclear weapon 
is again on the front pages. Both President Obama and Mitt 
Romney have said they would consider a military strike 
against Iran. According to media reports, the necessary 
planning has been completed, and military options are “fully 
available.” 

But there has been almost no discussion of whether an 
attack by the United States would be legal under domestic and 
international law. This should be a priority. Law is important, 
especially in issues of war and peace. 

The United States has long maintained the right, under 
international law, to take unilateral, preemptive action to 
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prevent an attack on the nation. We have, for example, never 
agreed to a “no-first-use” policy for our nuclear weapons. 

However, presidents who have authorized military actions 
have generally tried to demonstrate that they are permissible 
under international law. Under the U.N. Charter, member 
states may use force against another country only if authorized 
by the U.N. Security Council or in self-defense against an 
“armed attack” (which most international lawyers agree 
includes the threat of such an attack). President George W. 
Bush relied on the right to self-defense and a Security Council 
resolution to invade Afghanistan after the Sept. 11 attacks. He 
cited Security Council resolutions dating from 1990 as 
authority to use force against Iraq in 2003. President Obama 
has relied on a self-defense rationale (or the consent of the 
country involved) to conduct drone strikes in Pakistan, 
Somalia and Yemen. The Security Council authorized the use 
of force against Libya in 2011. 

Ideally, any military strike against Iran would also be 
authorized by the United Nations. But a Security Council 
resolution is likely to be vetoed by Russia and China. To act 
unilaterally, the United States would have to argue that an 
attack on Iran was justified as an act of anticipatory self-
defense because the threat of a nuclear-armed Iran is so great 
that we cannot wait until an attack is imminent. But in the 
absence of U.N. authorization, many nations, including some 
of our allies, are likely to believe that a preemptive attack 
would violate international law, just as they believed the U.S. 
invasion of Iraq violated international law (despite the prior 
Security Council resolutions). 

With respect to U.S. law, the president must rely on either 
congressional authorization or his constitutional authority as 
commander in chief. Although the 1973 War Powers 
Resolution purports to require the president to terminate the 
use of U.S. armed forces within 60 to 90 days in the absence 
of congressional approval, presidents of both parties have 
questioned the constitutionality of the resolution and have 
committed U.S. armed forces for longer periods without a 
congressional mandate. 

Bush sought and received specific congressional 
authorizations to use military force against Afghanistan in 
2001 and Iraq in 2003. Then-President Bill Clinton relied 
solely on constitutional powers to conduct the Kosovo 

bombing campaign in 1999. Obama has relied on 
congressional authority to continue using force against al-
Qaeda and the Taliban, but he used only his constitutional 
powers to conduct the Libya bombings in 2011. 

The president could reasonably argue that he has 
constitutional authority to use force without congressional 
authorization because a nuclear-armed Iran is a real threat to 
the United States. But he would be on stronger legal and 
political ground if he first sought legislative approval. While 
many members of Congress might not object if the president 
were to proceed unilaterally, the Constitution gives Congress 
the responsibility “to declare war.” 

Congressional approval is important. A military strike on 
Iranian nuclear facilities might require multiple sorties over 
several days and would surely be regarded by Iran as an act of 
war. Like all military actions, the outcome is not certain and 
where it leads is not within our control. Congress should hold 
hearings to consider the implications of an attack — which 
include possibly provoking terrorist attacks against the United 
States, a wider regional war and damaging the U.S. economy 
— as well as the resulting costs and how to pay for them. An 
explicit congressional mandate authorizing the use of force 
unless Iran meets specified requirements would demonstrate to 
all our resolve to prevent Tehran from developing nuclear 
weapons. 

The threat posed by Iran’s aggressive pursuit of a nuclear 
weapon is grave. Obama and Romney are right to say that the 
United States is prepared to use force to defend the nation 
against this threat, if that is necessary after other means have 
been exhausted. But both men should also explain a clear legal 
basis for a military strike. They should publicly commit to 
seeking specific congressional authorization to bolster the 
president’s constitutional authority to defend the United 
States. And they should explain how using force against Iran 
would be justified under international law and under what 
circumstances. 

Jeffrey H. Smith served as general counsel of the CIA 
during the Clinton administration. John B. Bellinger III served 
as legal adviser of the National Security Council and legal 
adviser of the State Department during the George W. Bush 
administration. They are partners in the Washington office of 
Arnold & Porter. 
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30. The Arab Spring Still Blooms 
(NEW YORK TIMES 28 SEP 12) ... Moncef Marzouki 

The violent demonstrations that have spread across the 
Muslim world in recent weeks have convinced many in the 
United States and Europe that the Arab revolutions that began 
in late 2010 are now over and that the democratic project has 
failed. Bitterness and a sense of impending catastrophe are 
replacing the enthusiasm that followed the toppling of 
dictators in Tunisia and Egypt last year. 

Now there is ominous talk of an “Islamist Fall” and 
“Salafi Winter” after a supposedly failed Arab Spring. To 
these skeptics, religion is the driving force in Arab politics, 
and hateful anti-Western slogans and the killing of America’s 
ambassador to Libya, J. Christopher Stevens, are evidence of a 
“clash of civilizations” between Islam and the West. 

While these fears are understandable, such alarmism is 
misplaced. The Arab revolutions have not turned anti-

Western. Nor are they pro-Western. They are simply not about 
the West. They remain fundamentally about social justice and 
democracy — not about religion or establishing Shariah law. 

The democratization of Tunisia, Egypt and other countries 
has allowed a number of extremist free riders into the political 
system. But it has also definitively refuted the myth that 
democracy and Islam are incompatible. Islamists are political 
actors like any others: they are no more pure, more united or 
more immune from criticism than anyone else. 

Islamist parties are now free to take part in political 
debates and to win seats in legislatures and governments. 
However, these political changes have also rendered the 
divisions among Islamists more apparent than ever before. 

Islamists span a wide ideological and political spectrum. 
Yet many observers still seem to believe that extremist Salafi 
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groups represent a majority. They are wrong. Radical Salafis 
who advocate violence and Shariah constitute a very small 
minority in Tunisia — and even in Egypt they are vastly 
outnumbered by more moderate Islamists. They are a minority 
within a minority, and extremely unpopular among both 
religious and secular Tunisians. They do not speak for all 
Tunisians, Arabs or Muslims. 

The goal of these violent extremists is not political 
participation; it is to create chaos. We should not forget that 
before attacking American symbols, these extremists had 
degraded Tunisian symbols, like the flag and national anthem. 

Despite their small numbers, the danger they pose cannot 
be dismissed. Tunisia’s economy depends on the millions of 
foreign tourists who visit each year. If Salafi extremists were 
to attack just two or three foreigners in Tunisia, it would 
destroy our tourism industry and ruin our country’s peaceful 
reputation. As a democratic government, we support the 
Salafis’ freedom of expression, but advocating violence is a 
red line. Those who cross it will be arrested. 

The strength and importance of extremist groups have 
been unduly amplified by the news media. Images of angry 
Muslim mobs, like the one featured on a recent cover of 
Newsweek magazine, once again revived the old Orientalist 
trope of a backward and hysterical Muslim world, unable to 
engage in civilized and rational debate or undertake peaceful 
negotiations — in other words, incapable of conducting 
political affairs. 

However, that image is a distorted fantasy; it does not 
represent any sociological or political reality. Arguing that the 
groups who have recently staged violent demonstrations 
represent the entire Arab population is as absurd as claiming 
that white supremacist groups represent the American people 

or that the Norwegian right-wing mass murderer Anders 
Behring Breivik is representative of Europeans. 

The demonstrations that took place against the anti-
Islamic video “Innocence of Muslims” involved small 
numbers of extremists; there were only about 3,000 in Tunisia. 
Counterprotests denouncing the violence also took place in 
Benghazi, Libya, after the killing of Ambassador Stevens; 
numerous Muslim leaders have implored believers not to 
respond to provocations; and no demonstration occurred last 
Friday, after a French newspaper published demeaning 
caricatures of the Prophet Muhammad. 

The attempts by journalists and anti-Islamic filmmakers 
to stage a sequel to the Danish cartoon controversy of 2006 are 
in vain. Most Tunisians firmly condemn the violence that took 
place against the United States embassies, even if they were 
personally offended by anti-Islamic provocations emanating 
from the United States and Europe. 

They are frustrated by how this unnecessary uproar has 
made the struggle for what matters most to them more 
arduous: building new democratic institutions, creating jobs 
and halting the exodus of Tunisian boat people seeking a 
better life in Europe. 

These are difficult tasks for any country, and the 
challenge is even greater for new democracies in the post-
revolutionary Arab world. We are in a race against poverty. At 
this crucial moment, the West must not abandon us. It must 
continue to aid Tunisia in strengthening democracy and the 
rule of law, securing our borders to stop arms from reaching 
extremists, and creating economic opportunities that give our 
citizens hope. 

Moncef Marzouki is Tunisia’s president. 
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31. U.S. 'Pivots' On The Philippines 
(ASIA TIMES ONLINE 28 SEP 12) ... Richard Javad Heydarian 

MANILA - With tensions intensifying between China and 
Japan over contested islands and reefs in the East China Sea, 
the Philippines is exploiting the distraction to push its claims 
vis-a-vis China in the South China Sea, via a controversial and 
potentially destabilizing administrative order. 

On September 5, Philippine President Benigno Aquino 
issued Administrative Order 29, which officially renames the 
South China Sea as the West Philippine Sea on national maps. 
After making the executive order, he notably failed days later 
to meet Chinese President Hu Jintao on the sidelines of the 
recent Asia Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) meeting 
held in Russia. 

The controversial order, which will be submitted to the 
United Nations, aims to firm up Manila's claims to disputed 
maritime territories lying within its Exclusive Economic Zone 
(EEZ), including over the hotly contested Scarborough Shoal. 
Chinese and Philippine military vessels squared off over the 
disputed outcropping for several weeks earlier this year. 

Aquino justified the action by saying "it is important to 
clarify which portions we claim as ours versus the entirety of 
the South China Sea." At the same time, he expressed hopes 
for "a dialogue [with China] where we can have a heart-to-
heart talk and share our thoughts in total honesty and 
openness.” 

China's Foreign Ministry swiftly dismissed the order, 
saying in a statement that "China claims indisputable 
sovereignty over islands in the South China Sea." Invoking 
Beijing's wide-ranging nine-dash map of its claimed territories 
over the maritime area, those claims include areas within the 
Philippines' 200-mile EEZ. 

The Philippines' growing assertiveness in the face of 
veiled Chinese threats is more than a calculated strategy to 
push claims while China is preoccupied with a potentially 
more volatile dispute with Japan. Rather, Manila's 
emboldened position banks on expected United States' 
assistance in the event heated rhetoric boils over into armed 
confrontation. 

Outmanned, Outgunned 
In terms of military expenditures, China's spending on 

naval capacities dwarves that of other claimants in South 
China Sea. While the Philippines' decrepit and under-equipped 
armed forces subsists on annual expenditures of around 
U.S.$1.5 billion (ranking 59th in the world), China is the 
world's second-largest military spender with a scheduled 
annual budget of $129 billion in 2015. 

Much of that spending is focused on the country's fast 
expanding naval capabilities, including ramped up "anti-
access" and "blue water" capabilities. Many strategic analysts 
contend that China's official military expenditure is grossly 
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understated to avoid panic among its lesser armed Southeast 
Asian neighbors. 

The Philippines' acute military weakness is a reflection of 
many factors, including an excessive strategic orientation 
towards internal threats such as insurgency and terrorism, 
chronic under-investment in military modernization, high 
levels of official corruption in military procurements, and a 
heavy strategic reliance on treaty allies such as the U.S. 

Two decades after the closure of American bases in the 
country, the Philippines has failed to establish even a 
minimum deterrence capability. When faced with Chinese 
incursions in 1995 at Mischief Reef, Manila had no choice but 
to rely on moral suasion and regional multilateral mediation. 
Over the next decade-and-a-half, Manila's foreign policy with 
Beijing focused on diplomacy and trade to avoid any territorial 
confrontation. 

That changed in 2010 when China stepped up its 
paramilitary and military activities in adjacent waters, pressing 
its territorial claims with a new sense of vigor and destiny. To 
many Southeast Asian states, those military moves marked the 
end of China's two-decade long "charm-offensive,” where its 
diplomacy focused on economic aid and exchange, and the 
beginning of rising territorial tensions in both the South and 
East China Seas. 

"The situation is made more complex with China's navy 
becoming more influential within the internal power equation 
in China, using the territorial issue as a springboard to 
legitimize their rising influence within the establishment," 
says prominent Filipino intellectual and legislator Walden 
Bello. "There is a new sense of China in the region. In the 
past, it was seen as a big and influential neighbor, focused on 
internal development with low profile external posturing. But 
now we are entering a 'post-Deng Xiaoping' era of greater 
assertiveness, whereby you have a big neighbor that is laying 
claim to the whole South China Sea." 

Enter Uncle Sam 
The Philippines is arguably at the center of the U.S.'s 

declared "pivot" policy towards Asia. Already zeroed in on 
Asia's booming markets as an antidote to its flailing domestic 
economy, and seemingly aware of its strategic over-extension 
in the Middle East, the U.S. has returned to the region in force 
to counterbalance China's rising power and influence. 

Rhetorically the pivot's accent has been on benign issues 
such as trade, investment and economic integration. But 
strategic analysts believe the policy is a clear attempt to draw 
lines against heightened Chinese assertiveness and preserve 
America's national interest in freedom of navigation in 
economically important Asian waterways. 

"You are talking about a U.S. that understands it is 
overstretched in its commitments in the Eurasian region. 
However, on the question of the pivot to Asia, a large part of 
U.S. interest in the region is centered on China," says Herman 
Kraft, former director of the Manila-based Institute for 
Strategic and Developmental Studies (ISDS). "In one sense it 
is a logical rebalancing. But the primary push in pivot to Asia 
is strategic competition with China." 

Frontline treaty allies like the Philippines and Japan have 
been among the most vocal proponents of a stronger American 
presence in the region, legitimizing Washington's long-time 
claim to serve as the Pacific's "anchor of stability and 
prosperity." China's recent actions, fueled in part by growing 

popular nationalism, have pushed a new convergence of 
American and its Asian treaty allies' strategic interests. 

Whether that convergence fosters stability or stokes 
confrontation is yet to be seen. When U.S. allies such as the 
Philippines openly called for enhanced military relations and 
defense cooperation to counterbalance China, a flustered 
Beijing has responded with even greater assertiveness in 
recent months. 

"Ironically in its attempt to avoid strategic encirclement, 
China has - through its increasingly aggressive posture - 
legitimized the U.S.'s pivot to Asia, which is obviously to 
contain Beijing," says Bello. 

Crucial Node 
True to its historical role as an American colony, the 

Philippines is emerging as a crucial node in America's "pivot.” 
Subic and Clark, the former site of the U.S.'s largest 

overseas military bases, are expected to play a key role in the 
implementation of the U.S.'s new strategic policy. Although 
there is an explicit constitutional prohibition against the 
establishment of permanent U.S. bases in the Philippines, 
Manila has recently expressed its willingness to host an 
increased "rotational" U.S. presence at the bases. 

In June, Defense Undersecretary for defense affairs 
Honorio Azcueta said, "They can come here provided they 
have prior coordination from the government." Manila has 
recently welcomed U.S. warships and fighter planes to 
enhance the two sides' interoperability. The U.S. is set to 
deploy its most advanced jets and warships to the region, 
including the EA-18G fighter plane which is capable of flying 
faster than the speed of sound and is geared to jam enemy air 
defense capabilities. 

Washington has said it intends to deploy 60% of its 
surface ships to the region, amounting to six aircraft carriers 
and the majority of its submarines, littoral combat ships and 
destroyers. It has already reportedly deployed 60% of its 
aircraft carrier battle groups and nuclear submarines to the 
region. 

Despite growing fiscal challenges, Washington recently 
tripled its Foreign Military Fund (FMF) allocation to the 
Philippines, from $11.9 million to $30 million. Apart from 
selling two Coast Guard Cutters to the Philippines, 
Washington has also apparently agreed to provide Manila with 
the P-3 Orion, the U.S. Navy's frontline maritime patrol 
aircraft. The U.S. has also recently deployed the USS North 
Carolina nuclear submarine to Subic, a move met by increased 
Chinese naval activity in nearly waters. 

In April, the U.S. and Philippines conducted their annual 
joint Balikatan (Shoulder-to-Shoulder) exercises with notable 
modifications. The site of the exercises was shifted to an area 
nearer to the disputed maritime territories off the coast of 
Palawan); the number of United States Air Force trainers was 
double the size of the Armed Forces of the Philippines 
trainees; and, the mission was primarily focused on enhancing 
combined planning, readiness and interoperability, including 
for sea-based operations. All of these efforts came under 
U.S.'s expressed commitment to enhance Manila's "minimum 
credible defense posture.” 

In that direction, reports revealed last month that the U.S. 
intends to install a second land-based early detection radar 
system against ballistic missiles, known as X-Band 2, in 
Japan. The U.S. has claimed the radar is aimed against the 
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threat of North Korea, but strategic analysts view the 
installation as part of an emerging wider regional missile 
defense shield against China's growing anti-access and 
ballistic missile capabilities. 

Those same analysts believe that the Philippines could be 
a primary site for expanding such a defensive arc into 
Southeast Asia. The U.S. is known to have concerns about 
China's ability to target with ballistic missiles U.S. forces 
based on the Pacific island of Guam, making the installation of 
X-Band radar in the Philippines a potential frontline strategic 
priority. 

Fiscal, Geopolitical Realities 
That said, there are several considerable constraints 

against a full and credible American "pivot" towards Asia. 
Manila and other Asian allies are now anxiously evaluating 
the extent of American assistance they can expect to receive 
should tensions with China flare up into armed conflict. 

With an anemic economic recovery and constant 
bipartisan wrangling over fiscal and debt legislation, the U.S. 
Pentagon now faces across-the-board budget cuts to the tune 
of $500 billion. America's weak fiscal position could thus 
badly undermine its ability to redeploy forces to the Asia-
Pacific. 

Treaty allies such as the Philippines are already 
complaining about their small absolute and relative share of 
FMF allocations. Despite a recently tripling of Manila's 
allocation, the Philippines' share of FMF earmarked for East 
Asia is half the amount it received in 2006. 

"We hope this is not indicative of the priority placed on 
the Philippines as a regional partner, as even non-treaty allies 
appear to be getting a bigger share of the FMF allocation," 
lamented Philippine Foreign Secretary Albert del Rosario in 
recent public comments. 

The interpretation of the U.S.-Philippine 1951 Mutual 
Defense Treaty is a thornier issue. Unlike previous U.S. 

administrations, including the Jimmy Carter and Bill Clinton 
administrations, Barack Obama's government has yet to 
explicitly affirm its commitment to come to the Philippines' 
defense over contested maritime territories. Some analysts 
believe Aquino pushed through the recent Western Philippine 
Sea order to compel Washington to take a stronger public 
stand on the issue. 

So far, America's expressed commitment has been vague 
and scenario-based, meaning there has been no clear 
indication of where, when, and how Washington will come to 
Manila's rescue in the case of an armed clash with China over 
disputed territories. Washington has maintained this vague 
footing despite frequent requests from Philippine leaders to 
make a public statement in defense of their claims. 

Many in the Philippines are thus wary of the centrality of 
U.S.-China relations. Locked in virtual economic co-
dependence, Washington likely sees its ties with Beijing as the 
most consequential bilateral relationship of the next few 
decades. Many in Manila fear America could for the sake of 
systemic stability give policy priority to the preservation of 
great power harmony over defending marginal treaty allies 
like the Philippines. 

Moreover, it is not clear whether the U.S. will be able to 
disengage quickly from the Middle East and South Asia and 
place strategic priority on its Asia-Pacific "pivot.” With Iran 
threatening to close the strategically important Strait of 
Hormuz if it comes under attack from Israel, America has 
recently rapidly bolstered its naval presence in the Persian 
Gulf. 

"I doubt that U.S. will be able to fully and smoothly pivot 
to Asia because it is heavily pinned-down in the Middle East, 
especially in light of growing tensions over Iran's nuclear 
program and Israel's constant blackmailing," says Filipino 
legislator Bello. "Russia and China also have an interest in 
keeping U.S. pinned down elsewhere, away from Asia." 
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32. Command Of The Sea By Non-Traditional Means 
(THE DIPLOMAT 27 SEP 12) ... James R. Holmes 

Last week a colleague from our department objected to 
my telling a group of reservists that the United States and its 
coalition partners have commanded the sea vis-à-vis al Qaeda 
and its affiliates since the 9/11 attacks eleven years ago. His 
argument, as best as I could make out, is that no one 
commands the sea in peacetime, especially in a conflict 
against a non-state antagonist like al Qaeda. U.S. forces may 
enjoy untrammeled use of the commons to project power onto 
foreign shores, but the nature of a globalized system of trade 
and commerce rules out efforts to interrupt salafists’ use of the 
commons. Command is a phenomenon that only happens in 
wartime. 

This is worth replying to because it exposes the 
ambiguities and dilemmas involved in using sea power in 
conflicts spanning the war/peace divide. One theoretical point 
and one practical point. First, sea-power theory. Sir Julian 
Corbett makes the commonsense point that an uncommanded 
sea is the norm. No nation or coalition can afford to post 
sentinels—ships, aircraft, unmanned vehicles—at close 
intervals throughout the world’s oceans and seas to squelch 
challenges to the globalized order. The seas and skies are so 

vast as to defy blanket coverage. In this sense, no armed force 
ever commands the sea—either in peacetime or wartime. 

So is the idea of command trivial or moot? Nope. Corbett 
insists that “permanent general control” of the sea—a rose by 
another name—is, and typically should be, the wartime goal 
for a dominant navy like the Royal Navy of his day, or for the 
U.S. Navy today. Nine times out of ten, he notes, the 
Mahanian vision of seeking out and destroying the enemy fleet 
at the outset of war is “sound and applicable.” It constitutes 
the surest route to unfettered use of the sea. “By general and 
permanent control,” explains the British historian, 

"...we do not mean that the enemy can do nothing, but that 
he cannot interfere with our maritime trade and overseas 
operations so seriously as to affect the issue of the war, and 
that he cannot carry on his own trade and operations except at 
such risk and hazard as to remove them from the field of 
practical strategy. In other words, it means that the enemy can 
no longer attack our lines of communication effectively, and 
that he cannot use or defend his own." 

In pragmatic terms, then, the navy that attains permanent 
general control can use the shipping lanes while preventing its 
opponent from using them in any meaningful way. The act of 
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fighting for command is unnecessary. If a fleet engagement 
takes place, the victor commands the sea by definition; if one 
of the antagonists refuses to fight, the other can exploit 
command temporarily until the battle is joined; and if one of 
the antagonists lacks the wherewithal to contest control of the 
sea, command falls to its opponent by default. The U.S. Navy 
and its allies will rule until the Al Qaeda Navy takes to the 
seven seas. 

Indeed, peacetime command is the most perfect form of 
maritime command. What was the Pax Britannica, or what is 
the Pax Americana, if not an age when no one could challenge 
the leading navy and no one saw any pressing need to do so? 
With no one to contest permanent general control, Corbett’s 
“flotilla” of light craft not meant for major battles—frigates, 
cutters, and other law-enforcement-like vessels—can exploit 
command, keeping good order at sea with little fear of 
interference. 

Second, the practical dimension. This is not peacetime. 
Just ask Congress, which authorized the use of military force 
against al Qaeda and kindred groups, or NATO, which 
invoked Article 5 of its founding covenant for the first time 
after 9/11. Article 5 prescribes measures for responding to an 
“armed attack” on one or more of the allies. It is meant for 
wartime. 

Al Qaeda & Co. have doubtless turned the liberal 
maritime order to their advantage in this armed struggle. 
Militants can try to secrete bomb-making materials or other 
logistical support in shipping containers ferried by freighters 

from seaport to seaport. If so, isn’t the enemy making use of 
his sea lines of communication, and isn’t the U.S. Navy 
powerless to prevent it? 

Not really. Since 9/11, governments and international 
bodies have launched a boatload of initiatives designed to 
thwart illicit use of the system of trade and commerce. Some 
of these initiatives bear names like Proliferation Security 
Initiative and Container Security Initiative. Others have the 
blessing of the UN Security Council. In 2004 the Security 
Council directed member states to enact effective export 
controls. The sanctions authorizing searches of ships bound to 
and from North Korea also come to mind. 

To varying degrees, moreover, international compacts like 
the Suppression of Unlawful Acts at Sea Convention and the 
UN Convention on the Law of the Sea grant authority for 
multinational efforts to break the supply chain connecting 
sellers, middlemen, and buyers of unconventional weaponry, 
the delivery systems for doomsday weapons (usually ballistic 
missiles), and associated hardware and substances. 

True, navies aren’t blockading al Qaeda as traditionally 
understood. But they are working alongside law enforcement, 
intelligence services, and foreign partners to interdict the 
enemy’s use of the commons. In effect these constitute non-
naval arms of coalition sea power. Call it command of the sea 
by non-traditional means. 

James R. Holmes is an associate professor of strategy at 
the U.S. Naval War College. 
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33. Suicide Crisis: Why The Military Needs Mandatory Mental-Health Services 
Army bases around the world shut down today for mandatory suicide-prevention training 
(THE DAILY BEAST 27 SEP 12) ... Marjorie Morrison 

As the Army grapples with a record suicide rate, it held an 
unprecedented service-wide stand-down at bases around the 
world Thursday to dedicate the full day to mandatory suicide-
prevention training. This came after Defense Secretary Leon 
Panetta declared that lowering the rate of suicide in the 
military is a top priority, saying “leaders ought to be judged by 
how they lead on this issue." 

Having worked as a mental-health clinician with service 
members, I know the dispiriting statistics are attached to 
names and personal stories. 

Last week, Derek Smith, a 29-year-old Army police 
officer stationed at Fort Belvoir, Va., parked his patrol vehicle, 
walked into a wooded area and shot himself. Others, whose 
names have not been made public, include a 21-year-old air 
traffic controller who shot himself in his Fort Wainright, 
Alaska, barracks; a 26-year-old second lieutenant who died at 
an indoor firing range in Virginia, and a 29-year-old sergeant 
who had returned from his fourth deployment to Iraq and 
Afghanistan. These are just a few of the active-duty U.S. 
service members who have committed suicide—on average 
one every 27 hours, along with an average of 18 veterans who 
kill themselves every day. 

Unfortunately, many never sought help, or the wait to get 
it was too long and clearly too late. 

Marine Capt. Nicholas Borrelli, son of a recently retired 
33-year Marine Col., was stationed at Marine Corps Recruit 
Depot San Diego following his second deployment tour in 
Iraq. The transition from being in combat to serving at boot 

camp, where you can get in trouble for not having your 
uniform properly ironed, was a difficult one for him. He 
started excessively drinking and found himself caught in fits 
of rage and frustration that he couldn’t control. One night after 
drinking too much and getting into a fight a with his girlfriend, 
he “beat up his apartment.” He smashed the windows, broke 
the shower door and punched three holes in the wall. He 
wrapped his blood soaked leg with a towel and passed out on 
the floor. The next morning he crashed his motorcycle on the 
freeway off-ramp by missing the turn. Abandoning his bike, 
his girlfriend picked him up and rushed him over to the 
Emergency Room. He was lucky his injuries were minor, the 
worst being the 40 stitches needed for the gash on his leg. 

In the hospital, Borrelli’s father pleaded with him to get 
help, and he went to his commander the following day. 
Borrelli explained to his boss that he felt he had lost all control 
over his impulses. Instead of sympathy or support for being 
honest, he says he was informed that he could be referred over 
to the on-base mental-health unit—but the repercussions might 
be costly to his career and standing in the military. The captain 
was next in line for a promotion to company commander, and 
seeking help could put that in jeopardy, he says he was told. 
He decided against the referral, telling the commander that 
he’d figure it out on his own. 

I first met Captain Borrelli four days after that encounter, 
during one of my routine, mandatory individual sessions with 
each Marine in the Recruit Training Regiment. They could 
confidentially share personal struggles (I didn’t keep any 
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notes) and I would provide coping strategies and appropriate 
referrals if needed. I viewed the sessions as emotional-
intelligence training, and because every Marine went through 
it from the top of the chain to the bottom, the stigma issue was 
removed. 

While Borrelli was initially reluctant to open up, it didn’t 
take long before he began to share his story. 

His boss—who I worked with and like, and who is an 
excellent Marine—says he doesn’t remember the conversation 
about whether or not Borrelli should seek help, but did 
remember reporting him for not showing up for work the day 
after the accident. In any case, the problem isn’t this 
commander, but perverse institutional incentives—if Borrelli 
had sought help, it might have cost him the promotion he’d 
work hard to merit. 

But clearly Borrelli needed help, and my role was to make 
sure that he didn't fall through the cracks. I was able to help 
him recognize how much pain he was in, and that similar to 
physical injuries, his psychological trauma needed immediate 
attention. Together we walked over to MHU and made his first 
appointment. 

Borrelli attended weekly individual sessions and began 
feeling better immediately. “Talking made it help,” Borelli 
told me recently. “It was like my whole world had collapsed 
down on me, and I couldn’t figure out how to get out of it.” 
Eighteen months later he left the Marine Corps and made it his 
commitment to help other service members, attending 
graduate school at USC School of Military Social Work. He 
now works as a social worker for the Travis Manion 
Foundation, a nonprofit that serves vets and their families. 

Borrelli and his best friend, Capt. Miles Bower, whom he 
met at an Infantry officer course, have developed a peer-
support mentorship program in San Diego, where they 
empower vets to take the next leap in their life. “People had 
dreams that they sacrificed to serve for our country,” Borelli 
shared. “Now they are out and they don’t know what they 

want to do. Their passions have been suppressed, and they are 
scared. I try to bridge the gap. Encourage them that they can 
do it and be successful.” 

Borrelli, a gifted surfer, also volunteers once a week at the 
Armed Services YMCA where he coaches wounded Marines 
and Sailors on riding the waves. His specialty is working with 
amputees to knee-board or boogie-board. “The ocean has 
healing powers. In therapy I learned that whenever I’m down 
or stressed, I need to get myself in the water. It immediately 
calms me down and is a lot more effective than drinking,” he 
said. 

But despite many such individual efforts and the billions 
of dollars we spend on countless programs, the suicide rate has 
continued to rise. While I am hopeful that events such as the 
Army’s stand-down today will help, I can’t help but wonder 
how many lives we could save by focusing on consistently 
applied and forward-looking strategies instead of reactive ones 
and special one-day programs. 

“If I had not been exposed to the mandatory proactive 
counseling program, I don’t think I’d be alive today,” says 
Borrelli. 

We need to require mental-health services for the at-risk 
population including every person in our active-duty military: 
every rank, in every service branch. We owe it to them. The 
least we can do for the service they provide is to step up to 
them rather than stand back and wait for them to come 
forward for help. 

As we’ve already witnessed, by that point it can be too 
late. 

Marjorie Morrison is a licensed psychotherapist. The 
successful preventative-counseling program for Drill 
Instructors she created and implemented has become a model 
for military mental-health therapy and is now gaining active 
support in military circles and the U.S. House of 
Representatives. 
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34. To Those Who Gripe About Oceana Noise: Cool Your Jets. 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 28 SEP 12) ... Kerry Dougherty 

Far be it from me to get into a tinkling match with 
someone who's not a politician or a developer. But a biting 
letter to the editor on Wednesday that ranted about jet noise 
and insulted both Virginia Beach and the Navy begs for a 
response. 

Warning to the letter's author: incoming. 
To be honest, I at first felt a kinship with the writer who 

said she lived in an area saturated with jet noise - as do I - and 
then noted that her "brains are scrambled" and she's "getting 
old." 

What a coincidence. Lots of readers have accused me of 
scrambled brains. And I'm definitely getting old, too. 

She also observed that she seems to be losing her hearing. 
Wow. Same here. She blamed her deafness on jet noise. I 
blame mine on ear-splitting rock concerts in the 1970s. 

And that's where the similarities between us end. 
The letter writer said the Navy could deploy its jets over 

the sea or rural areas but instead "prefers to torture the 
residents of a big urban area." 

Oh really? Let's remember that when they're practicing 
touch-and-go maneuvers, these highly skilled pilots are honing 
their carrier landing techniques. 

Those are life-and-death skills, so it seems a little odd to 
hear people sitting on their sofas complain that the jets are so 
noisy they have to crank the volume during "The Price is 
Right." 

With all due respect, let me suggest that we all suck it up 
for a few more weeks. We owe the Navy that much. 

I'd like to remind all those who shake their fists at the sky 
when Navy jets rattle the window panes that little is asked of 
most Americans. If we pay our taxes and abide by the laws, 
we're pretty much free to do as we please. Free to live where 
we like. Free to gripe. 

Many of us never served in the military. That being the 
case, when I've interrupted a phone call because of the din or 
had to hit pause on the TV recently, I told myself I was 
sacrificing a bit of comfort to help keep our defense forces 
ready. 

What really had me pulling G's earlier this week was this 
writer's snippy, "I liken this to living in Syria or Kandahar. I 
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owe my freedom to these cowboys flying as low and loud as 
they possibly can? I have totally lost my freedom to talk on 
the phone, watch TV, quietly read a book, work..." 

Kandahar. Seriously? 
I've never been to that province of privation in southern 

Afghanistan. But I'm pretty sure not many women there are 
reading books at all. Not due to any racket, but because the 
female literacy rate was about 5 percent several years ago. 

Virginia Beach is nothing like Kandahar. It's offensive to 
suggest that it is. 

Look, the jet noise has been loud these past few months. 
We all knew that was coming when Fentress Field in southern 

Chesapeake was closed temporarily for repairs. Fentress is set 
to reopen in a couple of weeks, and the decibel level at the 
Beach will subside. Somewhat. 

When I hear the F/A-18s, I'm reminded of the crash on 
Birdneck Road last April. Who will ever forget that while still 
in shock, the pilots weren't worried about themselves or their 
flaming jet. 

Their sole concern was for us. The civilians. 
I said this the day after the crash, and I'm saying it again - 

OK, a little louder to be heard over the jet noise - I'm glad the 
Navy is here in Virginia Beach. 
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On This Day In The Navy: 
1964: USS Boxer and 2 LSDs arrive off coast of Hispaniola to give medical aid to Haiti and Dominican Republic which were 
badly damaged by Hurricane Cleo. 
 

TOP STORIES: 
1. Piracy Around Horn Of Africa Has Plunged, U.S. Says 
(NEW YORK TIMES 29 AUG 12) ... Thom Shanker 

WASHINGTON — Acts of piracy in the treacherous waters around the Horn of Africa have fallen sharply in 2012, according to 
statistics released by the United States Navy. The Navy credits aggressive patrolling by international forces and increased vigilance by 
the commercial shipping industry for the decrease. 

 
2. Turkish Military Is Key Factor In Syria Planning 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 29 AUG 12) ... Christopher Torchia 

ISTANBUL -- In 2003, Turkey barred U.S. forces from opening a northern front in the war against Iraq in a stunning rebuff to 
Washington that raised questions about whether the politically powerful Turkish military had undercut a civilian-led initiative to help 
the Americans. As Turkey and its allies mull possible intervention in Syria, the Turkish military, broken as a political force, is likely to 
move in step with the civilian commanders it once viewed with disdain. 

 
3. Stakes Are Raised In Sensitive Waters 
(SOUTH CHINA MORNING POST (HONG KONG) 29 AUG 12) ... Greg Torode 

The mounting strategic complexities across China's maritime backyard are swinging into sharp relief this week, as Russian 
shipbuilders launch Vietnam's first state-of-the-art Kilo submarine and U.S. naval officials confirm talks with Indonesia over training 
its submariners. 

 

ASIA – PACIFIC: 
4. Clinton To Discuss South China Sea On Asia Trip 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 28 AUG 12) ... Matthew Pennington 

WASHINGTON — Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton will discuss tensions in the South China Sea during a sprawling 
trip through the Asia-Pacific that will include stops in China and Russia, the State Department said Tuesday. 

 
5. Analysis: China's Aircraft Carrier: In Name Only 
(REUTERS 28 AUG 12) ... David Lague 

When Japanese activists scrambled ashore on a disputed island chain in the East China Sea this month, one of China's most 
hawkish military commentators proposed an uncharacteristically mild response. 

 
6. China Tries To Expand Control As Taiwan Resists: Report 
(DEFENSE NEWS 28 AUG 12) ... Wendell Minnick 

TAIPEI — China is attempting to slowly assimilate Taiwan, said a new report issued by the London-based Business Monitor 
International (BMI). 

 
7. New Japan Self Defense Force Initiatives On Amphibious Warfare, Global Hawk, Cyber-Terrorism 
(JAPAN SECURITY WATCH 28 AUG 12) ... Kyle Mizokami 

Japan has announced a series of initiatives to bolster the Self Defense Forces’ ability to respond to new and potential threats. The 
initiatives span from cyber to amphibious warfare and fill gaps in existing capability. 
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8. U.S., Southeast Asian Navies Begin Annual Joint Exercises 
(PHILIPPINE STAR 29 AUG 12) ... Alexis Romero 

The navies of the U.S., the Philippines and four other Southeast Asian countries on Tuesday kicked off this year's Southeast Asia 
Cooperation and Training (SEACAT) exercises in a bid to enhance their interoperability in addressing maritime threats. 

 

MIDEAST: 
9. Egypt's Morsi Firms China Ties 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 29 AUG 12) ... Brian Spegele and Matt Bradley 

President Mohammed Morsi on his first official trip outside the Middle East took early steps to tie Egypt more tightly to Beijing, 
at a time when China's wider reach in the region is posing an increasing challenge to U.S. influence there. 

 
10. U.N. Leader To Tell Iran Of Criticisms, An Aide Says 
(NEW YORK TIMES 29 AUG 12) ... Rick Gladstone 

The United Nations secretary general, Ban Ki-moon, expects to discuss the disputed Iranian nuclear program, the Syria conflict 
and the need to provide “greater space” for Iranian political freedoms when he talks with Iran’s leaders during a visit to Tehran this 
week for the Nonaligned Movement meeting, his spokesman said Tuesday. 

 

AFRICA: 
11. U.S. Navy Secretary On 48-Hour Visit To Togo 
(XINHUA NEWS AGENCY (CHINA) 28 AUG 12) 

U.S. Navy Secretary Ray Mabus is on a 48-hour visit to Togo under the auspices of reinforcement of cooperation between Lome 
and Washington in the West African country against terrorism, drug trafficking, maritime piracy and cross-border crimes, according to 
official sources. 

 
12. Pirates Kidnap 24 In Gunfight Off Togo Coast 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 28 AUG 12) ... John Gambrell 

LAGOS, Nigeria -- Pirates attacked an oil tanker Tuesday off the coast of Togo, taking control of its bridge and kidnapping 24 
Russian sailors before escaping amid an exchange of gunfire with a naval patrol boat, officials said. 

 

AFGHANISTAN: 
13. NATO Transition In Afghanistan ‘Irreversible:’ Commander 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 28 AUG 12) 

BRUNSSUM, Netherlands — The transfer of security control from a U.S.-led international mission to Afghan troops has reached 
an irreversible phase, a top NATO commander said Aug. 28, as he outlined moves to stem insider attacks on NATO forces. 

 

HURRICANE ISAAC: 
14. Hurricane Isaac Makes Landfall Along Gulf Coast 
(NEW YORK TIMES 29 AUG 12) ... John Schwartz and Campbell Robertson 

NEW ORLEANS — On the eve of the seventh anniversary of Hurricane Katrina, which brought widespread devastation after the 
colossal failure of the system built to protect the city, New Orleans on Tuesday night once again found itself facing the impending 
arrival of a huge and deadly storm. 

 
15. MCLB Housing Isaac Evacuees 
Up to 4,800 Marine and sailor evacuees are being housed temporarily at MCLB Albany while Tropical Storm 
Isaac remains a threat to the Gulf Coast. 
(ALBANY (GA) HERALD 28 AUG 12) ... Jennifer Maddox Parks 

MCLB-ALBANY, Ga. — When storms come in, even the country’s servicemembers can be displaced. 
 

MARINES: 
16. Amos Struggling With Scaling Back Modernization Plans 
(DEFENSE DAILY 29 AUG 12) ... Emelie Rutherford 

The Marine Corps’ top officer said he is struggling with adjusting to budget cuts and determining how to scale back the service’s 
equipment purchases. 
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17. Marines Testing Women In Combat Jobs 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 28 AUG 12) ... Lolita C. Baldor 

WASHINGTON — There may be some anxiety from male Marines as female officers work their way into infantry and other 
combat jobs that historically have been open only to men, Gen. James F. Amos, the Marine Corps commandant, said Tuesday. 

 
18. Marines Remain Focused On Preventing Suicides: General 
(REUTERS 28 AUG 12) ... Andrea Shalal-Esa 

WASHINGTON -- The U.S. Marine Corps is using interactive videos and other measures to reduce the number of suicides in its 
ranks, but it expects 2012 to be another "tough year" for the entire U.S. military, the service's top general said on Tuesday. 

 

PERSONNEL: 
19. Tricare Would Not Be Safe From Budget Cuts 
(NAVY TIMES 28 AUG 12) ... Patricia Kime 

Veterans’ health care funding may be exempt from automatic, across-the-board budget cuts that are due to begin in January, but 
military health care is not — and a new think-tank report says Congress would have to reprogram $3 billion from other Defense 
Department budget accounts to fully pay for military health care should the cuts occur. 

 

AVIATION: 
20. Pentagon's Testing Czar Questions F-35 Program's OTE Plan 
(AOL DEFENSE 28 AUG 12) ... Colin Clark 

WASHINGTON -- The head of Operational Test and Evaluation tells the Joint Strike Fighter program in a memo that he will not 
approve a comprehensive testing plan for the aircraft, raising significant questions about the F-35's progress. The memo may invite 
close congressional scrutiny as well. 

 
21. New Squadron To Deploy, Train Unmanned Helicopter Pilots 
(NAVY TIMES 03 SEP 12) ... Joshua Stewart 

After three years of testing on frigates, the Navy is creating its first squadron to deploy and train unmanned helicopter pilots to 
operate the MQ-8B Fire Scout and MQ-8C Fire-X. 

 
22. As Fire Scout Deployments Grow, Navy Seeks Beefed-Up Version 
(C4ISR JOURNAL 28 AUG 12) ... Dan Taylor 

When a group of pirates in the Indian Ocean took hostages aboard the merchant ship Irene SL early last year, they hardly 
suspected that a 24-foot unmanned helicopter would soon be watching their every move. 

 
23. Smaller Maritime Patrol Aircraft Built For Tight Budgets 
(C4ISR JOURNAL 28 AUG 12) ... Tom Kington 

FARNBOROUGH, England — Spurred on by moves to replace the world’s aging fleet of P-3 Orions, shrinking budgets and a 
growing need to patrol coastal regions, defense companies are queuing up to offer smaller maritime patrol and top-end maritime 
surveillance aircraft, often based on commercial platforms. 

 

TRAINING RANGE: 
24. Periscopes Up On Navy Plan To Expand Training Area 
(WILMINGTON (DE) NEWS JOURNAL 28 AUG 12) ... William H. McMichael 

DOVER -- With its eye on likely future threats, the Navy wants to increase mine warfare and anti-submarine training and gain 
approval for all training across a wide stretch of the North Atlantic Ocean. 

 

BOOKS: 
25. SEAL Book Raises Questions About Bin Laden's Death 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 29 AUG 12) ... Kimberly Dozier 

WASHINGTON -- A firsthand account of the Navy SEAL raid that killed Osama bin Laden contradicts previous accounts by 
administration officials, raising questions as to whether the terror mastermind presented a clear threat when SEALs first fired upon 
him. 

 
26. Release Of Book On Bin Laden Raid Is Moved Up A Week 
(NEW YORK TIMES 29 AUG 12) ... Julie Bosman 

In response to a crush of media attention, criticism and consumers clamoring to buy the book, the publisher behind the first-hand 
account of the Navy SEALs raid that killed Osama bin Laden has decided to move up the release date to next Tuesday. 
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OUTREACH: 
27. Navy Band Plays The Rock And Roll Hall Of Fame 
Nine member show band really rocks 
(WEWS ABC CLEVELAND 28 AUG 12) ... Paul Brest 

CLEVELAND - If you are a rock musician and you are thinking about maybe joining a branch of the U.S. military then perhaps 
you might visit a Navy recruiter in town this week for Navy week. 

 

COMMENTARY: 
28. Morsi’s Wrong Turn 
(NEW YORK TIMES 29 AUG 12) ... Thomas L. Friedman 

I find it very disturbing that one of the first trips by Egypt’s newly elected president, Mohamed Morsi, will be to attend the 
Nonaligned Movement’s summit meeting in Tehran this week. Excuse me, President Morsi, but there is only one reason the Iranian 
regime wants to hold the meeting in Tehran and have heads of state like you attend, and that is to signal to Iran’s people that the world 
approves of their country’s clerical leadership and therefore they should never, ever, ever again think about launching a democracy 
movement — the exact same kind of democracy movement that brought you, Mr. Morsi, to power in Egypt. 

 
29. Afghanistan—The 'Who Cares?' War 
Public apathy isn't necessarily fatal for the war effort. It could even provide the opportunity to finally get it 
'right.' 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 29 AUG 12) ... Max Boot 

In 2006, the Washington Post's Rajiv Chandrasekaran published a 336-page indictment of the Iraq war, "Imperial Life in the 
Emerald City." According to Nielsen BookScan, it sold more than 120,000 copies in hardcover and paperback. Two months ago, he 
published a 368-page indictment of the Afghanistan war, "Little America." It has since sold roughly 5,000 copies in hardcover. 

 
30. China's Buildup: Don't Believe The Hype 
(PHILADELPHIA INQUIRER 29 AUG 12) ... Stephen M. Walt 

If you were focused on Hurricane Isaac or the violence in Syria, you might have missed the latest round of threat inflation 
surrounding China. Last week, the New York Times reported that China was "increasing its existing ability to deliver nuclear 
warheads to the United States and to overwhelm missile defense systems." Salon offered an even more breathless appraisal: that "the 
United States may be falling behind China when it comes to weapon technology." 

 
31. China’s Restrained Nationalism 
(THE DIPLOMAT 28 AUG 12) ... Trefor Moss 

Many countries in East Asia are facing the same dilemma: how to manage a groundswell of nationalist sentiment. It’s a delicate 
challenge. Giving the nationalists too little quarter could expose a government to political turmoil at home; but overindulging them 
could lead to conflict abroad. 
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TOP STORIES: 
1. Piracy Around Horn Of Africa Has Plunged, U.S. Says 
(NEW YORK TIMES 29 AUG 12) ... Thom Shanker 

WASHINGTON — Acts of piracy in the treacherous 
waters around the Horn of Africa have fallen sharply in 2012, 
according to statistics released by the United States Navy. The 
Navy credits aggressive patrolling by international forces and 
increased vigilance by the commercial shipping industry for 
the decrease. 

Data released by the Navy last week showed 46 pirate 
attacks in the area this year, compared with 222 in all of last 
year and 239 in 2010. Nine of the piracy attempts this year 
have been successful, according to the data, compared with 34 
successful attacks in all of 2011 and 68 in 2010. 

Even so, senior Navy officers have been careful not to 
declare victory. 

“The pirates are very adaptable, and they are very 
flexible,” said Vice Adm. Mark I. Fox, the Navy’s deputy 
chief for operations, plans and strategy. “We are watching 
carefully.” 

The prospect of renewed political turmoil in the region, 
especially in Somalia and Yemen, may again drive up 
attempts at the lucrative business of piracy, since lawless areas 
in these countries provide havens for pirates to launch their 
raids and to hold captured vessels and hostages. Further 
economic collapse may prompt more farmers and fisherman to 
choose piracy. 

But the statistics so far this year are encouraging. As of 
last week, the last successful pirate attack in waters off East 
Africa had occurred on May 10, and the most recent attempted 
attack had occurred on June 27. The gap since that last raid 
represents the longest break in pirate activity in the area in five 
years. 

Navy officers note the seasonal ebb and flow of piracy 
attacks in the region, influenced by the twice-yearly 
monsoons, and they warn that in October and November the 
waters and winds tend to be calmer and that pirate raids 
increase. But the statistics for 2012 are far below what could 
be explained by weather alone. 

The decrease in attacks appears to be a result of increased 
security measures taken by commercial vessels and of 
sustained antipiracy patrols by the navies of more than a dozen 
nations, including the United States. 

Admiral Fox said the shipping industry “can take a great 
deal of credit” for the trend. More commercial vessels are 
carrying “embarked security teams” of armed guards, he said, 
and no vessel with such a team on board has been hijacked. 

Commercial ship captains are also following 
recommendations that they sail in international transit 
corridors that the navies patrol. More ships are taking 
measures to make it difficult for pirates to climb aboard from 
the waterline. 

And American and European forces have conducted a 
handful of high-profile counterpiracy raids in which hostages 
have been freed and pirates have been killed or captured. 
Officials say those raids may be acting as a deterrent. 

The effect can be seen in the busy Gulf of Aden, a 
hunting ground favored by pirates before the United States and 
other nations began patrolling a 460-mile-long shipping 
corridor through it. “It is now one of the safest” areas, Admiral 
Fox said. 

The multinational counterpiracy effort, called Combined 
Task Force 151, was organized in 2009 and operates in and 
around the Red Sea, the Gulf of Aden, the Arabian Sea and 
other areas of the Indian Ocean, with 25 to 30 warships on 
patrol on any given day. Overseeing the task force is 
Combined Maritime Forces, which is based in Bahrain along 
with the Navy’s Fifth Fleet. Command of the task force unit 
itself rotates among participating nations, and it has been held 
by the United States, Denmark, Pakistan, Thailand, Turkey 
and, most recently, South Korea. 

The task force coordinates its efforts with other 
counterpiracy missions in the region operated by NATO and 
European Union members, and a number of other nations send 
out patrols independently. 

“Piracy is like an ancient disease that should be extinct in 
this modern world,” said Commodore Simon Ancona of the 
British Navy, who is currently deputy commander of 
Combined Maritime Forces. “The cure is difficult and requires 
the disruption of pirate actions, building law and order and 
livelihoods ashore, and making the merchant prey less 
vulnerable. Although there are signs of remission, I would 
judge the medicine will be required for some time to come.” 

Somali pirates in particular have hijacked hundreds of 
vessels in the past few years, ranging from the sailboat of a 
retired British couple to a 1,000-foot supertanker. 

East African pirates routinely hold seized vessels and 
hostages for ransom that can run to hundreds of millions of 
dollars. Commercial shipping officials say that Somali pirates 
alone cause an additional $5 billion a year in expenses for 
insurance and security, with piracy in other regions adding 
billions more to the cost. 

Return to Index 
 

2. Turkish Military Is Key Factor In Syria Planning 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 29 AUG 12) ... Christopher Torchia 

ISTANBUL -- In 2003, Turkey barred U.S. forces from 
opening a northern front in the war against Iraq in a stunning 
rebuff to Washington that raised questions about whether the 
politically powerful Turkish military had undercut a civilian-
led initiative to help the Americans. As Turkey and its allies 
mull possible intervention in Syria, the Turkish military, 
broken as a political force, is likely to move in step with the 
civilian commanders it once viewed with disdain. 

Questions about the military of NATO member Turkey 
are critical to international debate about how to handle Syria, 
now locked in civil war, because any move by an allied 
coalition to impose a no-fly zone or a buffer zone to protect 
displaced Syrians from attack by regime forces would rely 
heavily on troops in Turkey, which shares a long border with 
Syria. Such intervention with a U.N. mandate does not appear 
imminent, but Turkey, which hosts about 80,000 Syrian 
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refugees, says it is approaching the limit of its capacity to 
provide shelter on its side of the border. 

Turkey is also concerned that Kurdish militants are taking 
advantage of the chaos in Syria to organize there, deepening a 
threat to national security for Turkish officials who blamed a 
deadly bombing near the Syrian border on Aug. 20 on the 
rebel Kurdistan Workers' Party, or PKK. In such a fragile 
context, the Turkish government and the military, which once 
sparred openly over the direction of the country, need each 
other and have forged a means of cohabitation - with Prime 
Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan as the boss - amid the 
traditional mistrust. 

"What's really exited the scene in terms of civilian-
military relations is that sense of hostility," said Soner 
Cagaptay, a senior fellow at the Washington Institute for Near 
East Policy. "That's really new." 

He said the two sides listen to each other in a way that 
they did not before, and speculated that the military could be 
"putting mild breaks" on the government in terms of what may 
be militarily feasible if the moment for intervention comes. 
Turkey's decision to open its borders to refugees, while lauded 
on humanitarian grounds, has drawn some criticism from 
some opposition figures who say authorities can no longer 
thoroughly monitor whether militants are operating in the area. 

Hundreds of active and retired military officers are in jail 
on charges of plotting to overthrow the democratically elected 
government, which is led by pious Muslims suspected by 
opponents of seeking to dilute secular ideals imposed by 
Turkey's national founder, former army officer Mustafa Kemal 
Ataturk. The arrests raised concerns about morale in the 
mostly conscript force as well as its effectiveness as a fighting 
force, but the new military commander, Gen. Necdet Ozel, is 
regarded as a cooperative professional untainted by alleged 
links to military coups over the decades. 

The relationship was tense in 2003, when Turkey's 
parliament rejected a resolution that would have allowed 
American forces to invade Iraq from Turkish land in the 
campaign against dictator Saddam Hussein. Newly elected 
Erdogan had backed the resolution despite its unpopularity, 
while the military - still a big factor in Turkish politics - did 
not robustly support it, a factor that some analysts cited as 
contributing to its failure. 

U.S. Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton was in 
Istanbul earlier this month as part of efforts to coordinate 
Syria policy with Turkey, which supports the Syrian 
opposition and acts as a conduit for supplies to anti-Assad 
groups. Senior diplomatic, military and intelligence officials 
from both sides met last week to go over detailed operational 

plans for "the full range of contingencies," according to the 
U.S. State Department. 

Turkey and its allies are averse to intervening in Syria 
because of fears it could ignite a wider conflict, though 
Turkish government rhetoric against Syria has been among the 
harshest, notably after the deaths of two Turkish pilots whose 
jet was shot down when Syria claimed the plane was violating 
its airspace. Turkey disputes Syria's claims, and the Turkish 
military continues its investigation. 

In the wake of that incident, Cagaptay said, Turkey may 
have "slowed down its rhetorical response" at the urging of the 
U.S., "realizing that it could be left alone in a conflict situation 
against the Assad regime." 

Henri Barkey, a Turkey analyst at Lehigh University in 
the United States, said the Turkish military "would not mind 
doing something heroically and therefore cleanse their image," 
but he noted that it is already burdened by a low-level war 
with Kurdish rebels who seek self-rule. That conflict has 
dragged on since the 1980s without a clear result, and there 
are questions about whether Turkey can handle the threat from 
Syrian forces armed with jets and tanks, even if they are 
overstretched with their fight against the Syrian insurgency. 

Additionally, there is no public clamor in Turkey for 
intervention in Syria, and a general aversion to casualties, 
particularly when it comes to the idea of Turkish soldiers 
dying to protect Syrian civilians. Turkey, Barkey said, has yet 
to find a strong enough justification to go into Syria without 
the participation of a multilateral or U.N.-sanctioned force, 
and its military, stripped of political clout, is on board with 
that cautious perspective. 

"They are now subservient to the civilians and there's a 
very funny way in which Erdogan is now emerging as a 
protector of the military," he said. In this new scenario, 
according to Barkey, the prime minister views the military "no 
longer as a potential opponent but rather a child in his ward." 

Against the backdrop of worries over intervention in 
Syria, the Istanbul funeral this month for Ozkan Atesli, a 
Turkish soldier killed by alleged Kurdish rebels in an attack 
on a military vehicle, reflected the national sense of 
exhaustion and bitterness at the seemingly open-ended conflict 
that has afflicted Turkey for so long. 

Egeman Bagis, a government minister, arrived at a 
mosque to pay his respects at the ceremony. According to 
video posted by the Hurriyet Daily News newspaper, a 
distraught woman interrupts: "We are in great pain. We feel 
like revolting." 

"This is a place to pray, not to revolt," Bagis says. "Ozkan 
needs our prayers now." 

Return to Index 
 

3. Stakes Are Raised In Sensitive Waters 
(SOUTH CHINA MORNING POST (HONG KONG) 29 AUG 12) ... Greg Torode 

The mounting strategic complexities across China's 
maritime backyard are swinging into sharp relief this week, as 
Russian shipbuilders launch Vietnam's first state-of-the-art 
Kilo submarine and U.S. naval officials confirm talks with 
Indonesia over training its submariners. 

Sea-trials of the Vietnamese submarine - the first of six to 
be delivered over the next five years in a deal believed to be 
worth more than U.S.$3.2 billion - are due to start this week 
off St Petersburg's Admiralty Shipyard ahead of a delivery to 

new facilities in Cam Ranh Bay within six months, Russian 
defence officials say. 

It will complete a chain started in the late 1980s when 
Hanoi began preparing to acquire a Russian submarine - only 
for Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev to kill the deal to avoid 
annoying Beijing. 

This time, however, Carl Thayer, an Australia-based 
scholar on Vietnam's military, said the Russians were selling 
Vietnam their crack Project 636 vessels - submarines so 
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stealthy that they have been dubbed "black holes" by the 
United States Navy. 

Not only will they be able to track foreign naval and 
paramilitary ships around the Vietnamese coasts, "the Kilo 
submarines will provide a deterrent against the contingency 
that China might attempt to quickly seize an island or feature 
occupied by Vietnam in the South China Sea," Thayer wrote 
in a recent commentary. 

He warned that Vietnam still had to integrate the vessels 
into its forces and fund an adequate maintenance and ongoing 
training programme - a factor that India, which has vast 
experience of running Russian Kilos, is helping with. 

The Kilos are able to perform a wide range of tasks, 
including gathering intelligence. 

The U.S. Navy, meanwhile, has offered to train 
Indonesian submariners as part of a deepening defence 
relationship centred on some of the region's most strategi c 
submarine choke-points. 

The developing ties are being closely watched by military 
attaches and analysts across the region, with the deep but 
narrow straits through the archipelago expected to get 
increasingly crowded with submarines, potentially from China 
and Russia as well as possibly Singapore and Malaysia, in the 
coming years. The U.S. and Australia have long been frequent 
visitors. 

It comes as Indonesia prepares to receive three diesel-
electric Type 209 submarines from South Korea as part of 

plans to expand its current fleet of two ageing vessels to 10 
submarines within 12 years. 

Commenting on an Indonesian online report this month 
that the commander of the Hawaii-based Submarine Group 
Seven travelled to Surabaya and told Indonesian counterparts 
that he had prepared a training programme for Indonesian 
submariners, a U.S. naval official confirmed the visit, saying 
Rear Admiral Phillip Sawyer "discussed shared interests and 
continued open dialogue between submarine forces.” 

"Bilateral and multilateral training in submarine 
operations improves our collective ability to respond," 
Lieutenant Lara Bollinger, a spokeswoman for Sawyer, told 
the South China Morning Post. 

The scope of the training is not known and Indonesian 
military officials, who are also boosting ties with China, have 
yet to confirm the extent of their participation. 

Collin Koh Swee Lean of the S. Rajaratnam School of 
International Studies said he believed the U.S. could be keen 
to use the training to further boost Indonesia's so-called 
"maritime domain awareness" - its ability to locate, identify 
and track foreign naval ships and submarines passing through 
its vital straits that link the Pacific to the Indian Ocean. 

"This is something they have been working on already, 
and it is my speculation that the push to develop training 
programmes could be to enhance that effort over the long 
term," he said. 

Return to Index 
 
 

ASIA – PACIFIC: 
4. Clinton To Discuss South China Sea On Asia Trip 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 28 AUG 12) ... Matthew Pennington 

WASHINGTON — Secretary of State Hillary Rodham 
Clinton will discuss tensions in the South China Sea during a 
sprawling trip through the Asia-Pacific that will include stops 
in China and Russia, the State Department said Tuesday. 

The trip, which includes stops in six countries, 
underscores the Obama administration's heightened focus on 
Asia, an economically booming region that has sought deeper 
U.S. ties. 

Clinton starts off in the remote Cook Islands for talks 
Friday with Pacific islands leaders. She then travels to 
Indonesia, China, Brunei, and becomes the first U.S. secretary 
of state to visit East Timor. 

Spokeswoman Victoria Nuland said Tuesday she expects 
the South China Sea to be discussed on several of the stops. 
The tiny sultanate of Brunei is among the six claimant nations, 
the largest being China. Although not a claimant itself, 
Indonesia has been at the forefront of efforts by Southeast 

Asian nations to forge with China a code of conduct for 
managing the disputes. 

"We don't want to see the disputes in the South China Sea 
or anywhere else settled by intimidation, by force. We want to 
see them settled at the negotiating table," Nuland said at a 
news conference. 

The U.S. is not a claimant but says it has a national 
interest in the maintenance of peace and security. It has 
supported the Southeast Asian nations' attempts to negotiate 
collectively with China, and has criticized China's recent 
establishment of a municipality and military garrison on a 
remote island to consolidate its expansive and disputed 
territorial claims. 

On her final stop, Clinton heads to Vladivostok, Russia, to 
lead the U.S. delegation at the annual summit of the Asia 
Pacific Economic Cooperation forum on Sept. 8-9, to discuss 
trade liberalization and food security. 

Return to Index 
 

5. Analysis: China's Aircraft Carrier: In Name Only 
(REUTERS 28 AUG 12) ... David Lague 

When Japanese activists scrambled ashore on a disputed 
island chain in the East China Sea this month, one of China's 
most hawkish military commentators proposed an 
uncharacteristically mild response. 

Retired Major General Luo Yuan suggested naming 
China's new aircraft carrier Diaoyu, after the Diaoyu islands in 

the East China Sea. It would demonstrate China's sovereignty 
over the islands known as the Senkakus in Japanese, he said. 

For a notable hardliner, it was one of the least bellicose 
reactions he has advocated throughout a series of territorial 
rows that have soured China's ties with its neighbors in recent 
months. 
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More typical was General Luo's warning in April that the 
Chinese navy would "strike hard" if provoked during a dispute 
with the Philippines over Scarborough Shoal in the South 
China Sea. 

One possible reason for General Luo's restraint, military 
analysts say, is he knows it could be towards the end of the 
decade before China can actually deploy the new carrier to the 
disputed islands or any other trouble spot. 

Despite public anticipation in China that the carrier -- a 
refitted, Soviet-era vessel bought from Ukraine -- will soon 
become the flagship of a powerful navy, defense experts say it 
lacks the strike aircraft, weapons, electronics, training and 
logistical support it needs to become a fighting warship. 

"There is considerable uncertainty involved, but it could 
take anything from three to five years," said Carlo Kopp, the 
Melbourne, Australia based co-founder of Air Power 
Australia, an independent military think tank. 

Sea Trials 
The refitted carrier, commonly known by its original 

name, Varyag, returned to Dalian in northeast China last 
month after its ninth sea trial, according to reports in the 
official Chinese media. 

Some Chinese military researchers had speculated earlier 
that it would be commissioned into the navy this year. 

However, senior People's Liberation Army officers have 
played down these expectations, making it clear the 60,000-
tonne carrier was far from operational readiness and would 
undergo an extensive schedule of trials and exercises. 

"The Great Wall wasn't built in a day," Colonel Lin Bai 
from the General Armaments Department, was quoted as 
saying on official government news websites after the Varyag 
returned to port. 

Even when the Varyag is operational, it will only have a 
limited operational role, mostly for training and evaluation 
ahead of the anticipated launch of China's first domestically 
built carriers after 2015, military analysts say. 

Reports in unofficial Chinese military blogs and websites 
say China planned to build these carriers at Jiangnan 
Shipyard's Chanxing Island shipbuilding base near Shanghai. 

However, professional and amateur analysts who study 
satellite images of Chinese shipyards have been unable to find 
any evidence of construction. 

In its annual report on the Chinese military published 
earlier this year, the Pentagon said construction may have 
started on some components of the indigenous carriers. 

Symbol Of Build-Up 
While an effective carrier may be years away, the 

program has become a symbol of China's three-decade long 
build-up that has seen a sprawling land-based force with 
largely obsolete weapons transformed into a trimmed down, 
better trained military with modern warships and submarines, 
strike aircraft and an arsenal of precision missiles. 

For the Chinese navy, the addition of carriers has been a 
top priority as it builds a force capable of deploying far from 
the Chinese mainland. 

Senior commanders have long argued these warships 
would enhance Beijing's capacity to enforce claims over 
Taiwan and hotly disputed territories in the South China Sea 
and East China Sea. 

Chinese military analysts have speculated the Varyag will 
be based at China's new naval base at Yalong on the southern 

tip of Hainan Island, close to the disputed Spratley and Paracel 
Island groups. 

Carriers and their long-range strike aircraft would also 
enhance the PLA's capacity to protect key sea lanes that carry 
China's massive foreign trade, they say. 

The commissioning of complex and expensive warships 
has considerable domestic propaganda value for the ruling 
Communist Party as a demonstration that China is becoming a 
top-ranked naval power. 

The U.S. Navy's fleet of 11 nuclear-powered aircraft 
carriers allow it to control vast areas of the earth's surface and 
airspace. Only a handful of other nations including Britain, 
France, India and Russia deploy militarily effective carriers. 

"Aircraft carriers are incomparable and cannot be 
replaced by other weapons," wrote Senior Captain Li Jie, a 
researcher at the Chinese Naval Research Institute in an 
August 21 commentary published on websites linked to the 
Chinese military. "If a big power wants to become a strong 
power, it has to develop aircraft carriers." 

Closing Technological Gap 
China originally bought the Varyag in 1998 claiming it 

wanted to turn the ship, which had been stripped of its engines 
and anything of military value, into a "floating casino". The 
extended period of trials and preparations for the carrier 
suggests it has yet to get it on a wartime footing, let alone 
close the technological gap with more advanced navies. 

One major challenge China faces is building a fleet of 
specialized fixed wing aircraft and helicopters to operate from 
a carrier's flight deck. 

China is working on developing a new strike aircraft, 
designated the J-15, that appears to be a reverse-engineered 
version of Russia's Su-33 fighter, according to photographs 
and video footage published on Chinese websites. 

The Su-33 is the Russian jet that would have flown from 
the carrier if it had joined the Soviet navy. 

China already has fully imported and domestically built 
versions of similar Russian fighters, but experts say adapting 
flight control software, avionics, weapons, radars and 
airframes for much more demanding carrier operations is 
complex and expensive. 

"There are a whole range of engineering and operational 
tasks the Chinese need to work through before they have an 
aircraft they can reliably operate from a carrier," says Kopp, 
who studied China's aircraft carrier aviation program for a 
research paper his think tank published earlier this year. 

What appeared to be a mock-up of the J-15 was seen on 
the Varyag's flight deck when it berthed at Dalian last month. 

The Chinese navy is also short of helicopters for anti-
submarine warfare, airborne early warning and search and 
rescue missions, according to Chinese and Western military 
analysts. 

Carrier Strategy 
It also will need to develop a strategy and doctrine for 

deploying and protecting the carrier on missions far from the 
Chinese coast, they say. U.S. carriers rely on a screen of 
supporting surface warships, supply vessels and nuclear attack 
submarines for protection. 

China's determination to operate carriers is sending a 
strong signal about its determination to enforce its territorial 
claims, analysts say. 
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In a study on China's maritime strategy published earlier 
this year, Japan's National Institute of Defence Studies, the 
Japanese military's policy research arm, said basing China's 
first aircraft carrier at Hainan would shift the balance of power 
in an area of intense territorial competition. 

"Should the Varyag be deployed to the South China Fleet, 
it would enable China to demonstrate its dominant naval 
power to the disputing states, which in the end could trigger a 
new arms race in the region," the study said. 

Return to Index 
 

6. China Tries To Expand Control As Taiwan Resists: Report 
(DEFENSE NEWS 28 AUG 12) ... Wendell Minnick 

TAIPEI — China is attempting to slowly assimilate 
Taiwan, said a new report issued by the London-based 
Business Monitor International (BMI). 

“Taiwan: Defence & Security Report” includes five-year 
forecasts to 2016 of defense, economic, political and security 
trends. 

Though relations across the Taiwan Strait are at an all 
time high, thanks largely to the presidential election of KMT 
candidate Ma Ying-jeou in 2008 and his establishment of 
direct links with China, there are still areas of serious mistrust 
and suspicion across the strait, according to the report. 

“We believe China will push for greater economic 
integration, cementing ties and trust to the extent that Taiwan 
will accept that it is subservient to Beijing,” the report said. 
However, while the writers of the report expect China to 
attempt to adopt Taiwan as a “special administrative region 
through rapprochement,” these attempts will most likely fail 
due to “stiff Taiwanese opposition to any ‘one country, two 
systems’ solution, with both main political parties in Taiwan 
against the idea.” 

Even on a long-term time scale, reunification appears 
unlikely, as there is “no clear means by which this would 
come about.” Though China could overwhelm Taiwan with 
military force, the result would be “a bloodbath” and be 
“extremely risky for Beijing.” 

The report quotes a recent poll taken by TVBS, a Taiwan 
television news organization, indicating that only 9 percent of 
respondents favored unification, while 61 percent preferred 
maintaining the status quo. 

“On the whole, we believe Taiwan will maintain an 
ambiguous political status in the years to come, thereby 
maintaining a relatively stable political outlook,” says the 
report. 

President Ma has stuck by a policy of avoiding China’s 
list of “flash point” issues: a formal declaration of 
independence; foreign intervention in Taiwan; acquisition of 
nuclear weapons; and internal unrest in Taiwan. 

Ma’s insistence on maintaining the status quo and not 
moving toward independence has done much to placate China. 
However, there has been no quid pro quo by China. Beijing 
has failed to reduce or remove ballistic missiles aimed at the 
island, now numbering 1,300, and continues to resist 
renouncing the use of force, “and this remains an obstacle to 
the lasting peace deal which the Ma government has 
repeatedly said it would like to reach.” 

China’s continued aggressive stance toward Taiwan has 
puzzled some in the U.S. who expect Taiwan to procure more 
arms. However, Taiwan maintains only a small supply of 
munitions for its fighter aircraft. In a war with China, 
Taiwan’s Air Force has sufficient munitions to last only two 
days. 

“The U.S. military thinks Taiwan needs a minimum of 
350 advanced medium-range air-to-air missiles (AMRAAMs), 
160 Harpoons, 75 Mavericks and 3,000 Sidewinders to sustain 
it long enough for U.S. military forces to arrive. The minimum 
amount of time it would take the U.S. to respond is five days, 
but some estimates predict that Washington would debate the 
issue for as long as two weeks before committing forces to 
Taiwan’s defense,” says the report. 

The report cites a tendency to focus on platforms as a 
reason for Taiwan’s reluctance to procure adequate supplies of 
munitions, “intending in the event of a crisis to place 
emergency orders for the missiles required.” 

Still, Taiwan has made strides in developing indigenous 
counterstrike capabilities against China. Taiwan has begun 
outfitting ships with the new supersonic Hsiung Feng 3 (Brave 
Wind) anti-ship cruise missile and is finalizing the 
development of its first land-attack cruise missile, the Hsiung 
Feng 2E. 

Taiwan does fancy big-ticket, high-profile U.S. weaponry. 
Over the past 10 years, it has procured AH-64D Apache 
Longbow attack helicopters, UH-60M Black Hawk utility 
helicopters, CH-47SD Chinook cargo helicopters, Patriot 
Advanced Capability (PAC-3) air defense missile systems, 
Kidd-class destroyers, E-2 Hawkeye airborne early warning 
aircraft and P-3C Orion maritime patrol aircraft. 

Taiwan is one of the world’s most significant importers of 
military equipment, the report says. Between 1995 and 2002, 
Taiwan imported $20.2 billion worth of arms, making it the 
world’s second-largest arms importer during that period after 
Saudi Arabia. In 2002, Taiwan received $1.1 billion in arms, 
making it the fifth-largest importer in the developing world. 
Large-scale arms transfers continue, with Washington 
approving weapons packages worth $6.4 billion and $5.85 
billion in 2010 and 2011 respectively. 

Despite Taiwan’s success at producing new counterstrike 
missiles, its defense industry suffers from a variety of 
financial, organizational and morale problems. 

The military-run Chungshan Institute of Science and 
Technology, the facility that produces the Hsiung Feng 
missile, is “beset with difficulties and is rumored to be under 
threat of closure … this would be a blow for the government, 
as the institute is home to the most clandestine and sensitive 
projects within the industry.” 

The China Shipbuilding Corp. (CSBC) has struggled to 
convince the military that it can build diesel submarines, but 
military officials insist CSBC lacks the capabilities. 

In 2001, the U.S. offered to provide Taiwan eight diesel 
attack submarines, but the U.S. has been unable to secure a 
supplier. CSBC stepped in with the Hidden Dragon program 
to build them indigenously, but the Taiwan military has fought 
a local-build program. 
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The report indicates Taiwan will be forced to significantly 
increase its defense expenditure from the current $12.9 billion 
for 2012 to $14.6 billion in 2013, $15.9 billion in 2014, $17 
billion in 2015 and $18.5 billion in 2016. These numbers 
depend on the economy and political will of the government, 

but much of the increase will pay for arms now on delivery, 
the report said. 

Taiwan has also requested 66 F-16C/D fighter aircraft 
from the U.S., but so far the request has been ignored. If the 
sale goes forward, it would add $10 billion to the outstanding 
arms bill. 
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7. New Japan Self Defense Force Initiatives On Amphibious Warfare, Global Hawk, Cyber-Terrorism 
(JAPAN SECURITY WATCH 28 AUG 12) ... Kyle Mizokami 

Japan has announced a series of initiatives to bolster the 
Self Defense Forces’ ability to respond to new and potential 
threats. The initiatives span from cyber to amphibious warfare 
and fill gaps in existing capability. 

TV Asahi has broken the news that the Self Defense 
Forces plan on buying four U.S.-made AAV-7 amphibious 
assault vehicles for the Ground Self Defense Forces. The 
vehicles will cost a total of ¥3,000,000,000, or roughly $37.5 
million USD. 

Built by FMC Corporation in the 1980s, the AAV-7 can 
carry up to 21 combat-equipped troops over land or water. 
Armament is either a Mk.19 automatic grenade launcher or 
M2 .50 caliber machine gun. The AAVs would be used to 
carry troops of the Western Army Infantry Regiment, the 
GSDF’s amphibious-trained unit. The AAVs would be 
embarked on the MSDF’s Oosumi-class amphibious landing 
vessels and then depart for the shore via the ship’s well deck. 

The AAVs are a response to Japan’s worry that armed 
foreign activists will take over a remote Japanese island and 
proof difficult to dislodge. This contingency has been a part of 
Japan’s defense white paper for years, and predates the recent 
landing of Hong Kong and Chinese activists on the Senkaku 
islands. Japan seems determined to acquire the capability to 
dislodge such a group without building up an amphibious 
force that would appear provocative. 

The legality of having amphibious vehicles — which are 
generally considered offensive-oriented — is an issue in 
Japan. According to the Sankei Shimbun the government was 
never in favor of buying the vehicles. It quoted an official in 
the Ministry of Defense as saying that although elements of 
the public believe there is no reason to have such vehicles, if 
one works under the assumption that the islands were seized, 
then amphibious landing craft are indispensable. 

The AAV-7 has been out of production for decades, so 
it’s possible that the SDF vehicles will be drawn from surplus 
U.S. Marine Corps stocks and refurbished. 

In other news, Japan has asked the United States to base 
Global Hawk long-range reconnaissance drones in the region 
where they can cover the Senkaku islands. The idea of having 
large patrol drones has been studied for the past year, and 
apparently Japan has decided that it’s a capability worth 
pursuing. This further implies that a Japanese Global Hawk 
purchase is imminent — that is, if the money can be found. 
Whether or not the United States — which is loathe to get 
involved in Japan’s territorial disputes — would use these 
drones to patrol disputed areas is another matter. 

Finally, according to the Chosun Ilbo, Japan will also 
create a new cyberterrorism unit within the Ministry of 
Defense with 100 people to deal with Internet-based threats 
from abroad. 
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8. U.S., Southeast Asian Navies Begin Annual Joint Exercises 
(PHILIPPINE STAR 29 AUG 12) ... Alexis Romero 

The navies of the U.S., the Philippines and four other 
Southeast Asian countries on Tuesday kicked off this year's 
Southeast Asia Cooperation and Training (SEACAT) 
exercises in a bid to enhance their interoperability in 
addressing maritime threats. 

Brunei, Indonesia, Malaysia and Thailand also joined 
SEACAT 2012, which will be held until Sept. 2. 

Navy spokesman Col. Omar Tonsay said the exercises are 
being conducted in Malacca Strait, Sulu Sea and Subic Bay. 

The exercises are being held two months after the 
nuclear-powered U.S. submarine USS Louisville made a port 
call at Subic. 

Louisville is the second U.S. attack submarine that visited 
the Philippines since Washington bared plans to enhance its 
presence in the Asia Pacific. The first was USS North Carolina 
which docked in Subic Bay last May. 

Another U.S. vessel, the hospital ship USNS Mercy, also 
docked in Subic last month to replenish its supplies. 

About 200 Filipino sailors from the Naval Forces West 
and Naval Forces Northern Luzon, four ships and an islander 
aircraft are involved in the event. The U.S. Navy ship USS 
Safeguard is also participating in the activity. 

"They will participate together with the U.S. Navy in a 
scenario-driven fleet training exercise against terrorism, 
transnational crimes and other maritime threats," Tonsay said 
in a statement. 

The exercises focus on real-time information exchange, 
coordinated surveillance operations, tracking, and visit, board, 
search and seizure of target vessels. 

"This activity will involve surface, air, and special 
operations units in the conduct of surveillance, tracking, and 
boarding of the COI (contact of interest) from the different 
participating navies within their respective maritime 
territories." Navy chief Vice Adm. Alexander Pama said. 

A maritime interdiction operations scenario will be 
conducted at the Subic Bay and at the Sulu Sea. 

Coast Watch stations of the participating countries will 
also be used to exercise their capabilities in surveillance, 
tracking, communications, and operations. 

"With this training, the Philippine Navy will be able to 
enhance regional coordination, information sharing, and 
combined inter-operability capability with participating navies 
in the region," Tonsay said. 
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He claimed the activity would also improve the maritime 
security capability of the military. 

SEACAT is an annual exercise conducted at vital sea 
lanes in Southeast Asia to secure the area from terrorists, 
poachers, and transnational lawless elements. 

It aims to promote regional coordination, information 
sharing and interoperability in a multilateral environment. 
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MIDEAST: 
9. Egypt's Morsi Firms China Ties 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 29 AUG 12) ... Brian Spegele and Matt Bradley 

President Mohammed Morsi on his first official trip 
outside the Middle East took early steps to tie Egypt more 
tightly to Beijing, at a time when China's wider reach in the 
region is posing an increasing challenge to U.S. influence 
there. 

Mr. Morsi secured new Chinese credit for economic 
development in Egypt, and met Chinese President Hu Jintao at 
Beijing's Great Hall of the People on Tuesday, the first day of 
his state visit. His trip will also include a closely watched 
stopover in Iran. 

Mr. Morsi's visit underscores that Cairo and others in the 
region view Beijing as a critical partner. The warming ties 
come despite Beijing's reluctance to support the revolutions 
that have swept Mr. Morsi and others into power. 

The high-profile visit signals China's approach to 
handling Arab Spring upheaval hasn't jeopardized its ties with 
regional powers, Chinese analysts said this week. Western 
leaders, including U.S. Secretary of State Hillary Clinton, 
have criticized decisions by Beijing and Moscow to block 
United Nations action against Syria, for example. 

"If China was so bad for the Middle East people, I don't 
think President Morsi would come to China," said Wang 
Suolao, who researches China-Middle East relations at Peking 
University. 

China is battling negative perceptions in some parts of the 
Middle East, particularly after it vetoed with Russia U.N. 
Security Council resolutions targeting the Syrian regime in 
February and in July, defying calls for action by a number of 
Middle Eastern nations. China has long held that it won't 
support plans that it sees as meddling in other countries' 
affairs. 

Nonetheless, analysts said the issue of Syria was unlikely 
to be the focus of Mr. Morsi's meetings with Mr. Hu and other 
Chinese leaders this week. Egypt's economy has been largely 
flattened by political unrest, and Cairo is eager to portray the 
visit as focused on spurring much-needed investment rather 
than Arab Spring politics. 

"This is not about Syria, it's about bilateral relations with 
Egypt and the new projection of Egypt internationally," said 
Nabil Fahmy, dean of the School of Public Affairs at the 
American University in Cairo and a former Egyptian 
ambassador to the U.S. employment rates and credit remains 
tight amid continuing fears of political uncertainty. At the 
same time, Cairo is eager to attract Chinese tourists and sell 
more goods to China, among other efforts aimed at reducing a 
severe trade imbalance. 

Total trade between the countries surged to $8.8 billion in 
2011 from around $6 billion in 2009, according to official 
Chinese statistics, though a trade deficit of $5.8 billion in 2011 
continued to heavily tilt in China's favor. U.S. trade with 

Egypt totaled $8.3 billion in 2011, a slight decline from 2010, 
according to U.S. Trade Representative data. 

The most tangible outcome of Tuesday's meeting of the 
countries' presidents was a new $200 million credit line from 
China Development Bank to the National Bank of Egypt. 

Mr. Morsi's eagerness to deepen ties with China marks the 
latest sign that Beijing's emergence as a political force in the 
Middle East is complicating Washington's foreign policy 
there, analysts said. 

Egypt's natural resources are much smaller than elsewhere 
in the Middle East, and China's warming ties there are viewed 
as a bid to curry favor with a traditional regional power broker 
rather than as a resource play. 

Mr. Morsi's visit "is part of a larger strategy to basically 
end Egyptian reliance on the West," said David Schenker, an 
Egypt analyst at the Washington Institute for Near East Policy. 
"And they see China as an integral part to that strategy." 

Mr. Morsi, backed by the Muslim Brotherhood, is eager 
to demonstrate his visit to China, as well as to Iran later this 
week, as the beginning of a more proactive foreign policy. Mr. 
Morsi will also soon visit the U.S. and Brazil as part of his 
diplomatic debut. 

Cairo has long received economic and political backing 
from Washington, including significant amounts of military 
aid. Nonetheless, uncertainty is growing in some parts of 
Washington over Mr. Morsi's Islamist backing, as well as over 
his government's respect for the rule of law and human rights. 

U.S policy makers, while still taking the measure of how 
Mr. Morsi's policies will develop, are finding themselves in 
the rare situation of vying with their Chinese counterparts for 
Cairo's attention and will want to avoid the prospect of Cairo 
leveraging Washington against Beijing in a competition for 
regional influence. 

Mrs. Clinton, who met with Mr. Morsi in July, soon after 
he took power, made sure to convey that the U.S. is 
maintaining economic support for Cairo. 

Mr. Morsi will be in the U.S. in September for meetings 
at the U.N. The White House hasn't yet said whether he will 
meet with President Barack Obama. 

U.S. officials, meanwhile, are keeping close tabs on 
China. Senior U.S. officials spent a day in discussions in 
Beijing earlier this month as part of the U.S.-China Middle 
East Dialogue. And next week, Mrs. Clinton will stop in China 
during a trip across Asia that comes as the Obama 
administration moves to deepen its military and strategic 
involvement across the region. 

Some analysts, meanwhile, have compared China's 
deepening ties to Egypt with Beijing's inroads in Iran after its 
Western-backed shah was toppled in 1979. In the ensuing 
decades, Iran has played a key role in helping Beijing secure 



 12

resources to fuel its economic growth, and warming ties with 
Egypt would serve longer-term and strategic ambitions in the 
region. 

China has deepened military and security ties across the 
Middle East in recent years. That is as growing numbers of its 
citizens seek business there and state-owned companies 
acquire larger energy and other assets. 

Beijing remains heavily reliant on Middle East oil to fuel 
its economic growth. Security analysts say China's leaders 
appear intent on bolstering strategic alliances there and using 
an increasingly modern navy to safeguard interests in the 
region. 

Return to Index 
 

10. U.N. Leader To Tell Iran Of Criticisms, An Aide Says 
(NEW YORK TIMES 29 AUG 12) ... Rick Gladstone 

The United Nations secretary general, Ban Ki-moon, 
expects to discuss the disputed Iranian nuclear program, the 
Syria conflict and the need to provide “greater space” for 
Iranian political freedoms when he talks with Iran’s leaders 
during a visit to Tehran this week for the Nonaligned 
Movement meeting, his spokesman said Tuesday. 

The spokesman, Farhan Haq, also did not rule out the 
possibility that Mr. Ban would seek to meet with opposition 
political figures in Iran whose movements and 
communications have been largely restricted since the 
authorities crushed protests that followed the disputed election 
of the conservative president, Mahmoud Ahmadinejad, to a 
second term in June 2009. 

Asked if Mr. Ban would meet with Mir Hussein 
Moussavi, the 70-year-old leader of the pro-democracy Green 
movement, who ran against Mr. Ahmadinejad and has been 
confined to what supporters call virtual house arrest, Mr. Haq 
said more details would be coming on Wednesday about the 
“wide range of meetings” Mr. Ban anticipates after his arrival 
in Tehran. 

Were Mr. Ban and Mr. Moussavi to meet, it would be 
awkward for Iranian leaders, who have marginalized their 
domestic opposition and have sought to use Iran’s rotating 
presidency of the Nonaligned Movement to portray their 
country in the most positive light. 

Iran’s supreme leader, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, and his 
loyalists view Iran as the vanguard of the revolutions now 
sweeping the Arab world — not a repressor of democratic 
freedoms and human rights as depicted by Iranian dissidents 
and Western powers. 

Mr. Ban announced last week that he intended to 
participate in the meeting of the 120-nation Nonaligned 
Movement despite objections from Israel and the United 
States, which contend the visit will send what they called the 
wrong message to Iran when Western sanctions are isolating 
the country. 

Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu of Israel, who has 
threatened to order military attacks on Iranian uranium 

enrichment sites despite Iran’s denials that it is developing 
nuclear weapons, telephoned Mr. Ban to try to dissuade him 
from attending the meeting. 

But the Nonaligned Movement, born during the cold war, 
represents the biggest single bloc in the 193-member General 
Assembly, and many diplomats said Mr. Ban would damage 
his credibility as the leader of the United Nations if he heeded 
the American and Israeli requests. 

Mr. Ban had said he would directly address important 
issues with Iran’s top leaders. But his spokesman’s remarks on 
Tuesday were the most specific on what he intended to discuss 
during the visit, which ends on Friday. 

The spokesman said Mr. Ban would “convey the clear 
concerns and expectations of the international community on 
the issues for which cooperation and progress are urgent for 
both regional stability and the welfare of the Iranian people.” 

“These include Iran’s nuclear program, terrorism, human 
rights and the crisis in Syria,” the spokesman said. 

Asked to comment on a petition urging Mr. Ban to bring 
up Iran’s rights record, which was signed by 400 Iranian 
activists, the spokesman said: “It’s clear that when he goes 
there, he will reiterate his concern that the overall human 
rights situation in Iran remains critical. Iran has an obligation 
under international law to protect freedom of peaceful 
assembly, association and expression and allow greater space 
for media activists, human rights defenders and political 
activists.” 

Iranian rights activists, who have criticized what they call 
tepid United Nations criticism of Iran’s rights record, reacted 
positively to the spokesman’s statement, but some were 
skeptical that Mr. Ban would meet with Mr. Moussavi. 

“Based on precedent, and the way his office has dealt 
with human rights issues in Iran, he will shy away from 
asking,” said Hadi Ghaemi, executive director of the 
International Campaign for Human Rights in Iran, a rights 
group in New York. 
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AFRICA: 
11. U.S. Navy Secretary On 48-Hour Visit To Togo 
(XINHUA NEWS AGENCY (CHINA) 28 AUG 12) 

U.S. Navy Secretary Ray Mabus is on a 48-hour visit to 
Togo under the auspices of reinforcement of cooperation 
between Lome and Washington in the West African country 
against terrorism, drug trafficking, maritime piracy and cross-
border crimes, according to official sources. 

His discussions with Togolese leaders will touch on 
bilateral and multilateral efforts regarding maritime security, 
the African Partnership Station (APS) and the fight against 
piracy, officials said on Monday upon his arrival. 
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Emphasis will be placed on maritime piracy in the Gulf of 
Guinea and the use of West African nations as bases for 
reconditioning and re-exportation of drugs towards Europe. 

The assistance of the U.S. military to the countries in the 
region, especially in the area of intelligence and training, will 
also be examined. 
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12. Pirates Kidnap 24 In Gunfight Off Togo Coast 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 28 AUG 12) ... John Gambrell 

LAGOS, Nigeria -- Pirates attacked an oil tanker Tuesday 
off the coast of Togo, taking control of its bridge and 
kidnapping 24 Russian sailors before escaping amid an 
exchange of gunfire with a naval patrol boat, officials said. 

It wasn't immediately clear if anyone was injured in the 
attack on the Greek-owned oil tanker, which had been 
anchored about 17 nautical miles (19 miles) away from Lome, 
Togo's capital. The pirates took control of the vessel quickly, 
though an alarm from the ship alerted the Togolese navy, said 
Noel Choong, an official with the International Maritime 
Bureau. 

The navy boat trailed the tanker and sailors exchanged 
gunfire with the pirates before the tanker escaped, Choong 
said. 

Togolese Security Minister Col. Damehame Yark and 
Togo's Chief of Defense Staff, Gen. Mohammed Titikpina, 
confirmed the attack took place, but offered few other details. 
The attack comes as Togo is hosting U.S. officials in Lome for 
an anti-piracy conference. 

Greece's Merchant Marine Ministry said Tuesday that the 
ship, registered in the Isle of Man to a company called Energy 
Centurion, is operated by a Greek firm called Golden Energy 
Management and had a staff of 24 Russian sailors. Calls to 
Golden Energy Management on Tuesday afternoon rang 
unanswered. 

Tuesday's attack is just the latest to target West Africa's 
Gulf of Guinea, which follows the continent's southward curve 
from Liberia to Gabon. Over the last year, piracy there has 

escalated from low-level armed robberies to hijackings and 
cargo thefts. Last year, London-based Lloyd's Market 
Association - an umbrella group of insurers - listed Nigeria, 
neighboring Benin and nearby waters in the same risk 
category as Somalia, where two decades of war and anarchy 
have allowed piracy to flourish. 

Pirates in West Africa have been more willing to use 
violence in their robberies, as they target the cargo, not the 
crew for ransom as is the case off Somalia. Analysts say many 
of the pirates come from Nigeria, where corrupt law 
enforcement allows criminality to thrive. 

The attack on the Greek oil tanker comes about a week 
after a similar attack on another tanker in the region, Choong 
said. In that attack the pirates released the crew after stealing 
the oil onboard, he said. 

"Judging the past attacks, they'll take the vessel for 
several days, ransack it, take the cargo and leave the sailors," 
Choong said. 

Analysts believe the recent hijackings of tanker ships 
likely is the work of a single, sophisticated criminal gang with 
knowledge of the oil industry and oil tankers. Those involved 
in the hijackings may have gotten that experience in Nigeria's 
southern Niger Delta, where thieves tapping pipelines running 
through swamps steal hundreds of thousands of barrels of oil a 
day. 

Associated Press writers Derek Gatopoulos in Athens, 
Greece, and Ebow Godwin in Lome, Togo contributed to this 
report. 
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AFGHANISTAN: 
13. NATO Transition In Afghanistan ‘Irreversible:’ Commander 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 28 AUG 12) 

BRUNSSUM, Netherlands — The transfer of security 
control from a U.S.-led international mission to Afghan troops 
has reached an irreversible phase, a top NATO commander 
said Aug. 28, as he outlined moves to stem insider attacks on 
NATO forces. 

“We have now reached a phase where the transition is 
irreversible,” said Germany’s Gen. Wolf Langheld, chief of 
NATO’s Allied Joint Force Command (JFC), based in 
Brunssum in the southeastern Netherlands. 

“Afghan police and security forces are now in the lead to 
provide security in 75 percent of the country,” he told 
journalists. 

Afghan President Hamid Karzai in May announced a new 
transfer of security control from NATO that would see local 
forces take responsibility of three-quarters of Afghanistan’s 
population. 

It is the third phase of the transition of military control in 
the war-torn country and another step towards the eventual 

withdrawal of 130,000 U.S.-led NATO troops by the end of 
2014. 

ISAF expected its forces in Afghanistan to decrease to 
just below 100,000 by the end of the year, the JFC’s deputy 
chief-of-staff, Maj. Gen. Joseph Reynes Jr. said, but how 
many would remain after 2014 still had to be decided. 

Langheld, who commands the International Security 
Assistance Force (ISAF) in Afghanistan’s operational 
headquarters, said so-called “green-on-blue” attacks were of 
“grave concern.” 

“We have introduced a whole range of measures,” he 
said, which included new training for young Afghan soldiers 
and their NATO counterparts to understand cultural 
differences. 

An Afghan army soldier on Aug. 27 killed two NATO 
troops in the latest “green-on-blue” attack, taking the death 
toll from insider attacks to 12 alone this month and a total of 
42 this year. This accounted for around 13 percent of all 
NATO deaths in 2012. 
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NATO has struggled to stem such attacks and they have 
become a major issue in the Afghan war, eroding trust 
between the two forces. 

The growing number of attacks is likely to add to pressure 
in NATO nations for an early exit from the increasingly 
unpopular conflict, now nearly 11 years old and America’s 
longest war. 

NATO has been training a 350,000-strong Afghan 
security force to take over and is quick to praise their growing 

skills in coping with the Taliban, but officials acknowledge 
that challenges remain in the transition process. 

Among them are Afghan government corruption, a weak 
state and the lack of a properly functioning justice system — 
giving rise to widespread fears of a new civil war when the 
Western forces leave. 

“There will be tough fighting to be done right until the 
end of 2014,” said Langheld. 
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HURRICANE ISAAC: 
14. Hurricane Isaac Makes Landfall Along Gulf Coast 
(NEW YORK TIMES 29 AUG 12) ... John Schwartz and Campbell Robertson 

NEW ORLEANS — On the eve of the seventh 
anniversary of Hurricane Katrina, which brought widespread 
devastation after the colossal failure of the system built to 
protect the city, New Orleans on Tuesday night once again 
found itself facing the impending arrival of a huge and deadly 
storm. 

Isaac was a Category 1 hurricane with sustained winds of 
80 miles per hour when it made landfall at 6:45 p.m. local 
time just southwest of the mouth of the Mississippi River, 
about 95 miles from New Orleans, and then wobbled 
westward and back out over water. Around 11 p.m., it was 
about 75 miles southeast of New Orleans with the same 
sustained winds. 

The drenching and slow-moving storm was heading to the 
northwest and was projected to be about an hour southwest of 
New Orleans around 7 a.m. on Wednesday, with the peak of 
the surge hitting the wall at Lake Borgne between 1 and 6 
a.m., the northern end of the city at Lake Pontchartrain 
between noon and 6 p.m., and the West Bank area near 
midnight. 

Federal officials warned again and again that the storm, 
which killed 29 people in Haiti and the Dominican Republic, 
would generate high seas, intense rain and serious flooding in 
coastal and inland areas for days. 

The hurricane will be the first test of the $14.5 billion, 
133-mile ring of levees, flood walls, gates and pumps put in 
place after Hurricane Katrina by the Army Corps of 
Engineers, the agency that built the defenses that failed this 
city catastrophically in 2005. 

By all accounts, this storm is nowhere near as powerful as 
Katrina was, but its breadth is potentially wider, with 
pounding rains and surging waves expected from east of 
Morgan City, La., to the Mississippi-Alabama border, 
including New Orleans. 

After coming ashore on Tuesday, the storm’s center was 
predicted to linger over Louisiana through Thursday morning, 
said Rick Knabb, the director of the National Hurricane 
Center, possibly slowing further from the leisurely 8-m.p.h. 
pace of its advance. 

Forecasters continued to predict a potentially life-
threatening coastal storm surge, already reported in some spots 
in Louisiana to be over 10 feet. Communities may be cut off 
for days, and flooding may result in “certain death” in areas 
outside the levees. “The hazards are beginning,” Dr. Knabb 
said. “It is going to last a long time and affect a lot of people.” 

On Tuesday morning, with the blare of a warning buzzer 
and the rumble of big motors moving tons of steel, two halves 
of a massive butterfly gate started moving toward each other 
to close off New Orleans from the anticipated 12-foot storm 
surge — making history. With the closing of the new gates, 
this corner of Lake Borgne, which allowed waters into the city 
that brought down flood walls and destroyed neighborhoods 
seven years ago, is now cut off with a barrier nearly two miles 
long, and the city’s first line of defense begins 13 miles farther 
out than when Katrina hit. 

“We are ready for this,” said Tim Doody, the president of 
the regional levee board covering much of the New Orleans 
metropolitan area, which takes over the operation of the 
hurricane defenses once the corps has completed them. 

President Obama declared states of emergency in parts of 
Louisiana and Mississippi as the storm approached. “America 
will be there to help folks recover no matter what this storm 
brings,” he said at a campaign event in Ames, Iowa. “Because 
when disaster strikes, we’re not Democrats or Republicans 
first, we are Americans first.” 

In Louisiana, Gov. Bobby Jindal announced on Tuesday 
that about 4,200 members of the National Guard had been 
activated and that thousands of beds were available in shelters 
across the state. Both he and Mayor Mitchell J. Landrieu of 
New Orleans said teams and vehicles were ready for search 
and rescue efforts. Camouflage-painted Humvees could be 
seen on the streets of New Orleans as the National Guard 
made its presence known. 

As the storm’s target narrowed, mandatory evacuations 
were lifted in low-lying parts of Alabama but were imposed in 
more places in Louisiana. Eight parishes ordered evacuations 
in certain areas, while four others urged people to leave. 
People in the low-lying areas of Mississippi had been ordered 
to evacuate, and shelters were opened all along the northern 
Gulf Coast. The Red Cross had opened 19 shelters in 
Mississippi and Alabama and 18 in Louisiana. 

Along the coast between Gulfport and Biloxi, Miss., the 
storm surge was the immediate concern, though the rain would 
bring its own problems soon enough. Officials reported 
dangerous storm surges in southeastern Louisiana, as high as 
14 feet in spots. 

But residents toughened by Hurricane Katrina, which 
tossed floating casinos across the highway, saw Isaac as more 
a curiosity and a nuisance than a major threat. “If it’s a 1 or a 
2, most people don’t flip out,” said Claire Parker, 23. 
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The Mississippi Gaming Commission ordered the 12 
casinos along the coast to close. As the sun set, families turned 
out to enjoy the grandeur of the churning ocean between the 
bands of rain that had begun to blow sideways. “We know it’s 
going to get so you can’t see your hand in front of you, but for 
now it’s just beautiful,” said Zachary Broussard, who was 
walking along the coast in Biloxi in the pelting rain. 

Along the stretches of Route 90 that hug the Mississippi 
Coast, a curfew was in effect until 7 a.m. Late Tuesday, the 
police pulled over the few cars that were trying to navigate the 
road through the heavy winds and rain, telling drivers to seek 
shelter immediately. 

As the wind began to whistle past the windows of City 
Hall in New Orleans and several officials stood in their rain 
jackets, Mr. Landrieu said, “We are officially into the fight, 
and the city of New Orleans is now on the front lines.” He 
urged residents to take the storm seriously, and singled out for 
criticism some who had gone to the shore of Lake 
Pontchartrain to watch the surf and otherwise enjoy 
themselves in a day of weather as erratic as Isaac itself. 

By late Tuesday, officials reported that more than 227,000 
were without power across Louisiana. Officials predicted that 
15 inches of rain would fall on areas west of New Orleans by 
Wednesday. At the lakefront, Rene Hebert was practicing his 
golf swing. “It’s the best day to practice into wind — I can 
work on my power,” he said. “On a calm day, it’ll be no 
problem.” 

Others at the lakefront said they were not worried about 
Isaac, or that they had confidence the city was in control. “I’ve 
seen worse,” said Marlin Cummings, who lives in eastern New 
Orleans, which seven years ago saw as worse as it gets. 

The streets gradually cleared, and people parked on the 
raised “neutral ground” dividing larger streets to keep cars out 
of the floodwaters that can swamp the city in any heavy 
rainfall. 

Army Corps leaders monitored the preparations from an 
emergency operations center at district headquarters, by the 
bank of the Mississippi River. Had the storm been much 
stronger, they would have moved into a special stormproof 
bunker in a warehouse at the headquarters, as it did during 
Hurricane Katrina and for Hurricane Gustav in 2008. 

The city’s sewerage and water board readied the pumps at 
the city’s major drainage canals; flood walls on two of the 
canals failed in 2005. With Isaac on its way, gates were closed 
at the mouths of the canals to block storm surge, and pumps 
were primed to push rainwater out, said Marcia St. Martin, the 
executive director of the board. “We’re ready for whatever 
Hurricane Isaac brings us,” she said. 

The pumps have been watched closely by critics of the 
corps, who argue that they are faulty. Ms. St. Martin said that 
although a small number of pumps were out of service, “these 
pump stations are built with redundancy” and the stations have 
plenty of capacity to do the job. 

As for the weak flood walls lining the canals that 
collapsed in Katrina, those are now secondary defenses against 
gates that have been built since the storm. “I’m so thankful 
that we have those closures at the mouths of the canals,” Mr. 
Doody said. “If not for that, the flood walls inside of the 
canals would be tested again — by the entire volume of the 
lake, not just the water pumped from inside of the city.” 

He said that the surge was smaller than the one the system 
was designed to withstand, but that his board would be 
watching more than 20 miles of flood walls that line St. 
Bernard Parish east and southeast of the city. “Smaller events 
will cause much greater flood-side erosion of the levees,” he 
said. 

Mr. Doody joked that the storm now appeared to be so 
much less a threat than early projections had suggested, 
saying, “This will be more like a quiz than a test.” 

Kim Severson contributed reporting from Mobile, Ala., 
and David Thier from New Orleans. 
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15. MCLB Housing Isaac Evacuees 
Up to 4,800 Marine and sailor evacuees are being housed temporarily at MCLB Albany while Tropical Storm 
Isaac remains a threat to the Gulf Coast. 
(ALBANY (GA) HERALD 28 AUG 12) ... Jennifer Maddox Parks 

MCLB-ALBANY, Ga. — When storms come in, even the 
country’s servicemembers can be displaced. 

Late Monday, buses carrying Marines and sailors from 
Naval Air Station Pensacola in Florida arrived at Marine 
Corps Logistics Base-Albany to escape the threat of Tropical 
Storm Isaac’s arrival. 

Anywhere between 4,000-4,800 personnel were expected 
to be evacuated to the installation, said 1st Lt. Kyle Thomas, 
public affairs officer for MCLB-Albany, on Monday 
afternoon. 

Due to the threat of Tropical Storm Isaac’s impending 
landfall between the panhandle of Florida and the Louisiana 
Gulf Coast, the decision was made Sunday evening for the 
Pensacola personnel to evacuate, base officials say. 

MCLB activated its base Emergency Operations Center in 
preparation for the incoming personnel. 

The Marines and sailors are being housed in warehouses 
with cots to sleep on. Tents have been set up outside the 

warehouses for the personnel to use as showers. Separate 
sections have been set up for males and females. 

The majority of the evacuees are students, Thomas said. 
The quarters have been set up so that there is roughly 20 
square feet per person. 

“It’s not the most ideal, but we want to make sure they 
have a safe environment,” he said. 

Preparations for the possible arrival of storm evacuees 
began Thursday evening, Thomas said. 

The displaced personnel will remain at MCLB-Albany 
until the weather passes and it is safe for them to return to 
their homes, which will likely be in the next two or three days, 
base officials say. 

In the event of destructive weather, military installations 
have agreements with each other in case a base’s occupants 
have to evacuate. In the past, MCLB has made similar 
accommodations for Marine Corps Recruit Depot Parris Island 
— as well as for Naval Air Station Pensacola when Hurricane 
Katrina hit in 2005, Thomas said. 
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In the event MCLB has to evacuate, there are other 
installations available to assist them — but usually the military 
personnel in Albany get lucky. 

“We are usually the host,” Thomas said. “Since we are 
just enough distance away from the coast, that usually is the 
case. 

“We are proud and happy to support evacuees.” 
Forecasts available from the National Hurricane Center 

Monday evening showed Tropical Storm Isaac to be moving 
northwest at 10 miles per hour with maximum sustained winds 
of 70 miles per hour. 

The Saffir-Simpson Hurricane Wind Scale for a Category 
1 hurricane is 74-95 miles per hour. 

Predictions have Isaac hitting the northern Gulf Coast late 
today and into Wednesday, with the strongest impact near 
New Orleans, Gulfport, Miss. and Mobile, Ala. 

Depending on the precise moment of landfall, Isaac will 
hit the Gulf Coast seven years to the day Hurricane Katrina 
made landfall in Louisiana while on a path similar to the one 
Isaac is following. 
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MARINES: 
16. Amos Struggling With Scaling Back Modernization Plans 
(DEFENSE DAILY 29 AUG 12) ... Emelie Rutherford 

The Marine Corps’ top officer said he is struggling with 
adjusting to budget cuts and determining how to scale back the 
service’s equipment purchases. 

“Probably the greatest challenge I have right now is just 
making sure the Marine Corps gets back to being balanced and 
understands that we are in a period of austerity, and we need 
to be asking ourselves what’s good enough,” Marine 
Commandant Gen. James Amos said yesterday at the National 
Press Club in Washington. 

“Then, armed with (knowing) what’s good enough, then 
(ask) what’s left over with regards to modernization. What do 
we have to absolutely modernize? So it’s a matter of kind of a 
culture change, and a mental shift; I think that’s probably my 
greatest challenge.” 

Amos said the Marine Corps has made tough decisions as 
a result of the Budget Control Act of 2011, including planning 
to buy 5,000 instead of 23,000 of the future Joint Light 
Tactical Vehicles to replace existing Humvees. The deficit-
cutting law lowers planned defense spending by $487 billion 
over the next 10 years. The act also could spur an additional 
$500 billion in so-called sequestration cuts starting next 
January, if lawmakers don’t stop the politically unpopular 
spending reductions. 

Amos said sequestration would “disproportionally” affect 
the Marine Corps, because the service comprises only 8 
percent of the Pentagon budget. The Budget Control Act calls 

for the sequestration cuts to trim the same percentage--roughly 
10 to 11 percent--from every applicable program, project, and 
activity in the Pentagon’s budget. 

“Even though (sequestration) would proportionally apply 
to the Marine Corps the same way, the effects would be 
disproportional because our numbers are so small, our budget 
is so small, that the effects would actually in some cases cause 
us to end up canceling programs, not being able to reset the 
Marine Corps after 11 years of straight combat coming out of 
Iraq and Afghanistan,” Amos said. “Quite honestly, it would 
stunt any kind of modernization.” 

Amos said sequestration would really alter his service’s 
purchases of equipment, “whether it be aircraft or vehicles, 
recapitalization of ground vehicles and that kind of thing.” 

Pentagon leaders insist they have not planned for the 
sequestration cuts, which President Barack Obama does not 
support. Obama has called on Congress to craft an alternate 
deficit-cutting plan before the sequestration reductions would 
start next year. 

Amos said the Marine Corps has not yet adjusted its plans 
for buying F-35 Joint Strike Fighters and MV-22 tilt-rotor 
Osprey aircraft because of the threat of the sequestration cuts. 

“But I think probably over time ... especially if 
sequestration hits, we’re going to have to take a look at the 
total numbers,” he said. 
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17. Marines Testing Women In Combat Jobs 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 28 AUG 12) ... Lolita C. Baldor 

WASHINGTON — There may be some anxiety from 
male Marines as female officers work their way into infantry 
and other combat jobs that historically have been open only to 
men, Gen. James F. Amos, the Marine Corps commandant, 
said Tuesday. 

Amos said early steps to begin moving women into 
artillery, tank air defense and combat engineer units have been 
successful, but the more difficult tests lie ahead. 

"Change doesn't come easy to the United States Marine 
Corps," Amos told an audience at the National Press Club. 
"But when it does, when it's rooted, it lasts forever. So I think 
we'll work our way through it." 

A key challenge will take place next month as female 
Marine officers attend the grueling infantry officer school at 
the Marine Corps' Quantico, Va., base as part of an experiment 
to gauge whether women can handle the course's extreme 
physical and mental challenges. So far, two women have 
volunteered to go through the 13-week course, which 
historically sees attrition rates of 20 percent to 25 percent 
when only men are participating. 

"I need to get past hyperbole and get past intuition and 
instincts, and I need to get facts," Amos said, adding that the 
Marines intend to maintain the same standards for men and 
women. "If you're going to be infantry officer, you will spend 
13 weeks at Quantico going through some very, very difficult 



 17

training. So that's the standard, the measure of an infantry 
officer in the Marine Corps." 

Officials, he said, will evaluate the test, collect the data 
and then he will give his recommendation to Defense 
Secretary Leon Panetta. 

The Pentagon in February announced that the military 
was formally opening up thousands of jobs to women in units 
closer to the front lines to better reflect the realities of modern 
warfare. Women already are fight on the front lines in 
Afghanistan, and they did the same in Iraq. The new rules will 
allow women to perform many of the jobs they already have 
been doing, but in smaller units that are closer to the fighting 
and were once considered too dangerous. 

To say women are a minority in the Marine Corps is an 
understatement; of the roughly 200,000 Marines, 13,700 are 
female. So the integration will be slow and in small numbers. 

By mid-October 45 women Marine officers and staff non-
commissioned officers will join various artillery, tank and 
combat engineer battalions across the country. And Amos said 
he met with the top leaders of the 19 battalions that could get 
female Marines and told them that they need to do this the 
right way and establish the proper command climate to give 
the women the opportunity to succeed. 

He added that the Marine Corps also has sent out a survey 
to service members to collect their views on allowing women 
in the infantry. And officials are also setting up a series of 
physical tests to compare the strength of male and female 
officers and enlisted Marines. 

A 1994 Pentagon policy prohibits women from being 
assigned to ground combat units below the brigade level. A 
brigade is roughly 3,500 troops split into several battalions of 
about 800 soldiers each. Historically, brigades were based 

farther from the front lines, and they often include top 
command and support staff, while battalions usually are in 
closer contact with the enemy. 

Historically, women could not be formally assigned to 
those battalion-level jobs. But in the past decade the 
necessities of war propelled women into jobs such as medics, 
military police and intelligence officers, and they were 
sometimes attached — but not formally assigned — to 
battalions. 

So while a woman couldn't be assigned as an infantryman 
in a battalion going out on patrol, she could fly the helicopter 
supporting the unit or move in to provide medical aid if troops 
were injured. The new rules will formally allow women to 
work in those jobs at the battalion level. 

The new rules don't open up the Navy SEALs or the 
Army Delta Force to women, but some defense officials have 
said the military may eventually consider that. 

In other comments, Amos defended the administrative 
punishments doled out to three Marines on Monday for their 
participation in a video that showed them urinating on the 
corpses of Taliban insurgents. 

While there were no criminal charges, he said the 
discipline "was not a slap on the wrist." And he said additional 
Marines will also "be held accountable" for the incident, 
which triggered outrage among Afghans when it was revealed 
on YouTube earlier this year. 

The actual administrative punishments have not been 
made public, but could include demotions, extra duty, 
forfeiture of pay or a letter in their file. The punishments also 
could stall any future advancement and end their military 
careers. 
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18. Marines Remain Focused On Preventing Suicides: General 
(REUTERS 28 AUG 12) ... Andrea Shalal-Esa 

WASHINGTON -- The U.S. Marine Corps is using 
interactive videos and other measures to reduce the number of 
suicides in its ranks, but it expects 2012 to be another "tough 
year" for the entire U.S. military, the service's top general said 
on Tuesday. 

Marine Corps Commandant General James Amos said 
concerted efforts had helped reduce the number of suicides in 
the Marine Corps to 32 in 2011 from a record high of 52 in 
2009, but the trend looked worse for this year. 

"Even with the attention of the leadership, I think all the 
services are feeling it," Amos said after a speech at the 
National Press Club. "This year ... is going to be a tough year 
for all the services." 

The Marine Corps recorded eight suspected suicides in 
July, up from six in June. That brought the number of suicides 
in the service to 32 for the first seven months of 2012, 
matching the total for all of last year. 

The U.S. Army earlier this month reported that 26 active-
duty soldiers were believed to have committed suicide in July, 
more than double the number reported for June and the most 

suicides ever recorded in a month since the U.S. Army began 
compiling detailed statistics on such deaths. 

As of June, the Pentagon had recorded 154 suicides across 
all the military services, a rate of about one suicide per day, 
according to a Defense Department spokeswoman. No 
updated statistics were available. 

Testifying before the House of Representatives Armed 
Services and Veterans Affairs committees, Defense Secretary 
Leon Panetta last month described suicide as "one of the most 
frustrating problems" he had come across in his role. 

Brigadier General Paul Kennedy, head of Marine Corps 
public affairs, said closer ties between military leaders and 
their troops -- and frank discussions about mental health issues 
-- could prove effective in combating the high number of 
suicides. 

Pentagon leaders have made suicide prevention a top 
priority in recent years, adding more behavioral healthcare 
providers to front-line units and primary care settings, and 
trying to reduce the stigma associated with mental health 
treatment. 
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PERSONNEL: 
19. Tricare Would Not Be Safe From Budget Cuts 
(NAVY TIMES 28 AUG 12) ... Patricia Kime 

Veterans’ health care funding may be exempt from 
automatic, across-the-board budget cuts that are due to begin 
in January, but military health care is not — and a new think-
tank report says Congress would have to reprogram $3 billion 
from other Defense Department budget accounts to fully pay 
for military health care should the cuts occur. 

DoD personnel programs are exempt from the 10 percent 
cuts under sequestration, including basic pay, allowances for 
housing and subsistence, retirement pay, and bonuses. 

And the Budget Control Act of 2011, which set up the 
mechanism for cutting federal programs if a deficit spending 
agreement isn’t reached, also exempted veterans’ benefits. In 
April, the White House announced veterans medical care 
expenses also are exempt. 

But health care for military personnel and families, 
including Tricare, fall under DoD’s operations and 
maintenance programs and consequently could suffer as a 
result of the cuts, known as sequestration. 

Total personnel costs in the Pentagon’s proposed fiscal 
2013 budget are $168 billion, including funding for the 
defense health program. 

In that budget, Defense Department planners included 
several initiatives aimed at reducing personnel costs, including 
increased fees for military retirees receiving health care. But 
Congress has not supported the Tricare fee proposals or the 
Pentagon’s other personnel-related budget reduction measures 
in the fiscal 2013 legislative budget process. 

And that could affect readiness, said the new report from 
the Center for Strategic and Budgetary Assessments. 

DoD “will have little choice but to reduce the number of 
personnel by more than is already planned or take deeper cuts 
in modernization or readiness,” wrote CSBA analyst Todd 
Harrison. “Over time this will limit the range of military 
options available and if left unchecked would eventually result 
in military too small or unprepared for even the most basic 
missions.” 

DoD Comptroller Robert Hale said Aug. 2 the department 
has “looked at impact assessments on Tricare … and they 
would be seriously hurt.” But he insisted the Pentagon is not 
making plans for sequestration. 

Defense Secretary Leon Panetta held a closed-door 
meeting July 23 to detail four possible scenarios facing the 
department regarding sequestration. The meeting was one of a 
series of high-level gatherings on sequestration by DoD 
officials and industry leaders. 

According to a source who attended, the scenarios the 
Pentagon is considering include: 

 Congress does not act and sequestration happens. 

 During the lame-duck session of Congress, a plan is 
constructed to thwart sequestration. 

 Congress comes up with a $1.2 trillion plan to avert 
sequestration between now and the November 
election. 

 Congress inserts language into a continuing 
resolution to stave off sequestration for a year or two, 
but the government still implements cuts, sometimes 
referred to as a “mini-sequester.” 
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AVIATION: 
20. Pentagon's Testing Czar Questions F-35 Program's OTE Plan 
(AOL DEFENSE 28 AUG 12) ... Colin Clark 

WASHINGTON -- The head of Operational Test and 
Evaluation tells the Joint Strike Fighter program in a memo 
that he will not approve a comprehensive testing plan for the 
aircraft, raising significant questions about the F-35's progress. 
The memo may invite close congressional scrutiny as well. 

Michael Gilmore wrote an Aug. 21 memo to Frank 
Kendall, undersecretary of defense for acquisition, technology 
and logistics, Vice Adm. David Venlet, head of the JSF 
program office, and several other senior military testing 
officials. Gilmore's office was created by Congress and 
professional staff pay close attention to anything coming from 
it. 

Specifically, Gilmore said the F-35 program must specify 
exactly how they will test the plane's vaunted electronic 
warfare capabilities. If they don't, then, Gilmore writes, then 
he won't approve the Test and Evaluation Master Plan 
(TEMP). 

He also notes that the budget for JSF testing have "been 
reduced significantly" from earlier estimates. Until he receives 
the new budget in detail and reviews it, Gilmore writes, then 
he won't approve the TEMP. 

Finally, Gilmore says remains concerned about "overlap 
of developmental testing with the start of operational test 
activity." He concedes it may be possible to do some test 
certification "during the spin-up periods. But, Gilmore writes, 
he won't approve the TEMP if it "imposes unrealistic and 
unachievable schedule risk" on operational testing. 

Although Gilmore's memo sounds pretty tough, several 
DoD officials noted that he does not have authority to make 
programmatic decisions. Also, operational testing doesn't 
really begin until 2016, one official noted, so there's some 
time to make changes. 

Most importantly, a Defense Acquisition Board meeting 
to review the program is set for September 7. "The DAB is 
pressing forward and this should not be a showstopper," a 
program official said. 

Perhaps the biggest impact this memo might have is on 
the program's oft-maligned concurrency, the practice of 
building and testing and adapting the aircraft as you go, 
instead of the older practice of building test aircraft, testing the 
hell out of them and then building often very different 
production models of the aircraft. 
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Gilmore's third point, that he doesn't want to see "overlap 
of developmental testing with the start of operational test 
activity," seems to strike at the heart of concurrency. Although 
Adm. Venlet is on the record with AOL Defense saying that 
the program relied too much on concurrency, the program was 

designed around it. We'll have to see whether Congress takes 
up Gilmore's cause or he and the program office work things 
out before it gets to that point. 

View Memorandum (PDF) 
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21. New Squadron To Deploy, Train Unmanned Helicopter Pilots 
(NAVY TIMES 03 SEP 12) ... Joshua Stewart 

After three years of testing on frigates, the Navy is 
creating its first squadron to deploy and train unmanned 
helicopter pilots to operate the MQ-8B Fire Scout and MQ-8C 
Fire-X. 

And fleet training plans reveal a major role for enlisted 
drone operators, who’ll operate the larger, faster Fire-X from 
warships in support of ground-based operations. Still, some 
hybrid positions — mixing manned and unmanned flight 
duties — will be for officers only. 

Unmanned Helicopter Reconnaissance Squadron 1 will 
stand up Oct. 1 at Naval Air Station North Island, Calif. It will 
be a single squadron with three jobs: 

 Serve as the fleet replacement squadron to train 
aviators on how to operate both Fire Scout variants 
and their mission payloads. 

 Provide littoral combat ships with aviation 
detachments, or AVDETs. 

 Provide the rest of the fleet’s surface combatants with 
unmanned aerial system detachments, or UDETs. 

The basics of the squadron were included in 
OPNAPNOTE 5400, which, along with comments from the 
Navy, give the most specific details about Fire Scout 
operations and deployments to date, including the different 
roles that officer and enlisted operators will play and what 
type of missions they’ll fly when sitting at the controls. 

AVDET operators will be officers from the MH-60 
community. They’ll deploy on littoral combat ships with both 
a Fire Scout and MH-60 variant onboard, and they’ll fly both 
aircraft while underway. Only officers fly manned aircraft, so 
enlisted personnel would not be able to fulfill that role. 

However, aviation weapon system operators — it’s 
unclear how senior they’ll be — will operate sensors on both 

aircraft, while maintainers will keep them operational. 
AVDETs will fly the MQ-8B variant, which is already in 
service. 

Officers will head to HUQ-1 for Fire Scout training — 
either as an air vehicle operator or a mission payload operator 
— right from their manned fleet replacement squadron 
training. From HUQ-1, they’ll head to either a helicopter 
maritime strike squadron or a helicopter sea combat squadron 
to support the LCS. 

Enlisted sailors will operate the MQ-8C, a bigger version 
of the MQ-8B that’s on a fast-track development program, 
from surface combatants, said Lt. Aaron Kakiel, a spokesman 
for Naval Air Forces. Enlisted will operate from UDETs, he 
said, with missions in support of conventional or special 
operations forces on the ground. 

The Fire-X is expected to deploy in 2014. 
The MQ-8B detachments, which require qualifications on 

both the Fire Scout and MH-60 variants, will be manned 
entirely by the HSM and HSC community, while the MQ-8C 
detachment will be manned by qualified sailors throughout the 
fleet, Kekeil said. 

Training curriculums last no more than seven weeks, rely 
heavily on computer simulations and will be held at North 
Island. Fire Scout deployments, however, have all been with 
Mayport, Fla.-based frigates, and there’s a Fire Scout training 
facility at nearby Naval Air Station Jacksonville. Kakiel said 
that the change of coasts is because the first LCS vessels will 
be homeported in San Diego and because AVDETs will come 
from MH-60 squadrons based at North Island. The Navy will 
use the Jacksonville facility to help maintain proficiencies, and 
other sites also are being considered for training facilities. 

Personnel assigned to the squadron as instructors, staff or 
other billets will serve a typical squadron tour, Kakiel said. 
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22. As Fire Scout Deployments Grow, Navy Seeks Beefed-Up Version 
(C4ISR JOURNAL 28 AUG 12) ... Dan Taylor 

When a group of pirates in the Indian Ocean took 
hostages aboard the merchant ship Irene SL early last year, 
they hardly suspected that a 24-foot unmanned helicopter 
would soon be watching their every move. 

The MQ-8B Fire Scout, still a newish tool in the U.S. 
Navy’s inventory, allowed the crew of the frigate Halyburton 
to observe the Irene with an advanced radar and forward-
looking infrared sensors, gleaning information that soon 
helped rescue 13 people from the Greek-flagged merchant 
vessel. 

The Irene counterpiracy mission “stood out in my mind of 
really what Fire Scout brings to the table,” said Senior Chief 
Petty Officer Stephen Diets, who deployed with Halyburton as 
the ground government flight representative, as well as the 
enlisted air vehicle operator. 

First deployed in 2009, the MQ-8B, a modified Schweizer 
333 commercial helicopter, has fueled the Navy’s appetite for 
maritime intelligence, surveillance and reconnaissance. The 
service owns 30 Fire Scouts, including seven research and 
development airframes. They continue to be deployed aboard 
frigates, and officials are mulling a request to double the hours 
the unmanned aircraft serve with special operations forces in 
Afghanistan, from 300 to 600 hours per month. 

Meanwhile, the Navy has an eye on the future. On April 
23, the service ordered the first eight MQ-8C aircraft, a variant 
that essentially puts Fire Scout guts in a helicopter with more 
range and payload. The sole-source, $262.3 million contract 
went to Fire Scout manufacturer Northrop Grumman, which 
will install systems and avionics on a Bell 407 airframe. 
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Diets, who flew Halyburton’s Fire Scout for 438 hours 
during a seven-month deployment in and around the Gulf of 
Aden, said the bigger variant shows how the Navy is “moving 
forward with greater capability” in maritime ISR. 

“With the increases that the Charlie [MQ-8C] brings to us 
— distances, data link-wise and payload-wise,” the senior 
CPO said, “that is a huge benefit over and above what the Fire 
Scout can do now, because we don’t have that payload area 
inside the current Bravo [MQ-8B].” 

George Vardoulakis, Northrop’s vice president for tactical 
unmanned systems, said using an existing airframe simplifies 
the development of the C variant, but it’s not as simple as just 
plugging the Fire Scout’s systems into a Bell 407. Vardoulakis 
said the nearly 35-foot-long 407 will be modified to carry 
more fuel, land safely aboard ship and more. 

He said Northrop knew there would be a demand for a 
longer-endurance unmanned vertical lift ISR platform, so the 
company “did a very comprehensive study of all known 
manned aircraft in that medium-range, medium-scale kind of 
capability,” an effort dubbed Fire-X. 

“We fell in love with the Bell 407, so we partnered with 
Bell and created this Fire-X in about a year, and we started 
flying it” in December 2010, he said. “So, over the course of 
essentially the next year, the Navy was taking a look at what 
we were doing from a demonstration standpoint, and they 
knew that we had essentially transplanted all the MQ-8B 
hardware.” 

Vardoulakis said Northrop never specifically 
demonstrated the aircraft for the Navy, but service officials 
paid attention as it expanded the aircraft’s envelope, then 
pitched it to the Marine Corps and Army last year with 
demonstrations at the Army’s Yuma Proving Ground in 
southwestern Arizona. Northrop paid to use the facilities and 
the range, and just “started flying,” he said. 

Vardoulakis said Fire Scout operators will fly the Charlie 
exactly the same as the earlier model. 

“The only thing we’re doing is changing the performance 
parameters,” he said. 

Deck operations will be different, though. A shipboard 
detachment typically includes two Fire Scouts, but the MQ-8C 
will have a larger footprint. 

“They’re much larger airplanes than the MQ-8B, so it 
requires some enhanced or facilitated handling equipment,” 
Vardoulakis said. “So with the B, we move it on deck just by 
muscle. We have three guys moving it just by pushing it. This 
aircraft will actually have a little piece of support equipment 
that plants onto the skids of the aircraft to move it around the 
deck so that in high sea states, we’re not putting guys at risk.” 

Northrop believes this is the aircraft for the long haul, 
Vardoulakis said. 

“We think it satisfies a lot of their current and future 
requirements, and we will continue to work toward improving 

this platform, this weapon system, to meet the Navy’s current 
and future needs,” he said. “So we definitely believe this 
program has legs.” 

The program has not been without its setbacks. The Fire 
Scout has had numerous recent issues regarding the reliability 
of its data links that call into question whether the MQ-8C will 
inherit reliability problems from its predecessor. 

In June 2011, J. Michael Gilmore, the Pentagon’s director 
of operational test and evaluation, (DOT&E) released a report 
that slammed the Fire Scout as unreliable in combat situations 
and good only as a data collector. 

Gilmore based his criticisms on reports of a fragile data 
link aboard the Halyburton and frequent launch delays, stating 
that the Fire Scout completed only 54 percent of its missions 
during the deployment. 

The Navy countered that the figure was closer to 80 
percent, and many of the problems have been fixed. 

The program also had a couple of crashes earlier this year. 
On March 30, the crew of the frigate Simpson tried numerous 
times to bring a Fire Scout back onboard the ship before 
giving up and dumping the helicopter into the water off the 
coast of West Africa so the crew could recover it manually. 
Just a week later, the Navy lost an MQ-8B in Afghanistan. 

Diets defended the performance of the aircraft on 
Halyburton. 

“I know there were issues that we found out with the 
DOT&E report, but from a maritime UAV perspective, with 
there not being very many maritime UAVs ... I think the air 
vehicle did fairly well in some of the mission areas,” he said. 
“We operated in conjunction with the H-60 [helicopter], so we 
flew both of them at the same time and used them together 
where we could.” 

Dave Maier, Northrop’s MQ-8B integrated product team 
lead, said in a statement that the MQ-8C effort will apply 
lessons from Fire Scout and have a more robust data link that 
does not add weight to the aircraft. 

He also said the recent MQ-8B mishaps weren’t caused 
by a bad data link between the ground station and the aircraft; 
rather, the UAV itself suffered a failure. 

Diets said the Navy will benefit from sticking with a 
maritime ISR capability, arguing that a four-hour mission at 
sea with the MQ-8B is a lot cheaper than using a manned H-
60 for the job. 

The Navy will have more lessons to take from the 
program as it moves from operating the Fire Scout aboard 
other ship classes, such as destroyers, which are made to 
handle air assets but are set up differently. In time, however, 
the program will figure things out and the sea service will be 
better for it, Diets said. 

“There’s definitely a lot of lessons learned, and a lot of 
the lessons are being carried forward for future operations 
with UAVs,” he said. 
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23. Smaller Maritime Patrol Aircraft Built For Tight Budgets 
(C4ISR JOURNAL 28 AUG 12) ... Tom Kington 

FARNBOROUGH, England — Spurred on by moves to 
replace the world’s aging fleet of P-3 Orions, shrinking 
budgets and a growing need to patrol coastal regions, defense 
companies are queuing up to offer smaller maritime patrol and 

top-end maritime surveillance aircraft, often based on 
commercial platforms. 

The trend was evident at this year’s Farnborough 
International Airshow, where Boeing announced it was 
planning a maritime surveillance aircraft to satisfy customers 
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looking for something smaller and cheaper than its P-8 
Poseidon maritime patrol aircraft, which is based on the 737. 
While it is still in talks with an unnamed platform provider, 
the specifications Boeing released for the new program match 
the Bombardier Challenger 600. 

“Certain customers have said, ‘We love the P-8, but we 
are budget-challenged or don’t need anti-submarine warfare 
capability. What can you offer?” said Egan Greenstein, a 
business development director for Boeing’s surveillance and 
engagement division. 

While maritime surveillance aircraft tend to offer radar 
and sensors, maritime patrol aircraft may also have anti-
surface and anti-submarine capabilities. 

Lockheed Martin said at the show that it soon expected to 
sign more than one contract in North Africa for its recently 
announced SC-130J Sea Hercules, a maritime patrol version of 
the C-130J. Italy’s Finmeccanica and Russia’s 
Rosoboronexport announced they would convert Russian 
aircraft to the mission, starting with the Beriev Be-200 
amphibious aircraft. 

Sweden’s Saab, meanwhile, said it is planning a maritime 
surveillance demonstrator of the Saab 2000, while Italy’s 
Piaggio Aero said it would team with Saab to modify the 
Piaggio P-180 executive turboprop for the mission. 
Finmeccanica said it is promoting its ATR 72 maritime patrol 
aircraft in South Africa, India and Algeria. 

“There is interest in these capabilities because of the new 
focus on the littoral environment, piracy and, in the Asia-
Pacific region, increased submarine acquisitions,” said 
Douglas Barrie, an analyst at the International Institute for 
Strategic Studies. “Manufacturers are looking to push smaller, 
commercial aircraft because budgets and the small number of 
aircraft don’t justify a new start program.” 

“Countries that have had large maritime patrol aircraft in 
the past can now have smaller and cheaper but more capable 
solutions,” said Matthew Smith, business development 
director for surveillance solutions at Saab. 

Companies were particularly keen to show off their wares 
at this year’s air show, given the U.K.’s likely requirement for 
a new maritime patrol capability in years to come thanks to its 

scrapping of the Nimrod MRA4 program. Axing the MRA4 
on budget grounds left Britain, an island state, with little in the 
way of maritime surveillance and attack capability. Studies 
into a potential replacement of the capability have taken place 
at the Ministry of Defence, but the controversy sparked by the 
largely political decision to nix the MRA4 means a formal 
decision to move ahead with a new program is unlikely before 
the next national strategic defense and security review, 
expected in 2015. Work on that review is underway, and with 
a likely highly critical report soon to be published on the 
subject by the parliamentary defense committee, capability 
providers at the Farnborough show were looking to influence 
thinking on the subject. 

“The obvious candidate for the U.K. would be the P-8 if it 
wants to recoup capabilities,” Barrie said. 

The problem for the U.K., though, is it has little money to 
afford a P-8-type solution, which is why contenders like the 
C295 and Saab 2000 were being vigorously pushed, said 
executives here. 

SC-130J also could be a contender as a permanent 
capability or gap filler for the U.K. In the meantime, the 
company is eyeing nations that are replacing their P-3s, 
hoping the SC-130J’s price tag of around $150 million will 
draw customer away from pricier P-8s. 

New offerings are blurring the line between maritime 
surveillance and armed maritime patrol aircraft. Lockheed is 
planning three stages of development for the SC-130J: the first 
with radar and electro-optical sensors; the second with wing-
mounted, anti-surface weapons; and the third with anti-
submarine capabilities, including two added bays for six 
Harpoon missiles, sonobuoys, a magnetic anomaly detector 
boom and extra fuel pods. 

Jim Grant, Lockheed’s vice president for new business, 
air mobility, special operations forces and maritime programs, 
said most of the SC-130J’s capabilities would be roll-on, roll-
off, allowing customers to convert their own C-130Js, 
including the U.K. 

“Single-mission aircraft days are over,” Grant said. “With 
a roll-on, roll-off aircraft, you can do ISR over land one day 
and look for submarines or fight fires the next day.” 
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TRAINING RANGE: 
24. Periscopes Up On Navy Plan To Expand Training Area 
(WILMINGTON (DE) NEWS JOURNAL 28 AUG 12) ... William H. McMichael 

DOVER -- With its eye on likely future threats, the Navy 
wants to increase mine warfare and anti-submarine training 
and gain approval for all training across a wide stretch of the 
North Atlantic Ocean. 

Delaware's environmental officials and special interest 
groups say the jury's still out on whether that's a good idea. 

The concerns range from whether closer-to-shore training 
could interfere with ship navigation or wind farm development 
or, in deeper waters, could interfere with the harvesting of 
sand for beach replenishment or harm migrating marine 
mammals. 

The Navy has filed a draft Environmental Impact 
Statement that makes its case for the enlarged training area 
and spells out how the service will balance that need with 
environmental stewardship. Training has occurred all over the 

North Atlantic, but recent directives have created additional 
demands for environmental compliance. 

With the war in Iraq now largely over, and the U.S. 
involvement in Afghanistan winding down, the Pentagon is 
redirecting the Navy to more traditional roles of protecting 
commercial sea lanes and deterring aggression, particularly in 
the Asian Pacific region. 

Just as roadside bombs forced U.S. troops to learn new 
strategies, naval warfare has undergone a similar revolution. 

While no other foreign navy can challenge the U.S. Navy 
head-to-head, smaller forces can use mines as cheap and 
effective countermeasures, and a few quiet submarines can 
pose a threat to a battle group of warships. 

The Navy, thus, has undertaken a new focus on training, 
as well as environmental compliance. 
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"It ensures the Navy is fully prepared and can execute its 
mission and protect the nation's interests," Jene Nissen, the 
service's project manager, said about the environmental impact 
statement. 

"And ... it provides the public with a detailed and 
thorough analysis," he added. "We do have some 
environmental impacts, and we want to make sure we clearly 
explain what those impacts are and why those impacts occur." 

Delaware officials do not foresee a significant effect on 
the state, which barely rates a mention in the draft 
environmental impact statement. At the same time, they say 
the documents, while extensive, still leave a lot to the 
imagination. 

"They're asking for permission to do a lot of testing in an 
extremely large area," said Sarah Cooksey, environmental 
program administrator for Delaware Coastal Programs, the 
agency that oversees the state's coastal zone. "And our main 
concern is there's so much of that area that we really do not 
know that much about." 

"To me, the document was really light on the specifics," 
added environmental scientist Tricia Arndt of Delaware 
Coastal Programs. "And I understand that there's security 
issues and it's the military and they don't have to divulge 
anything they don't have to. But most of what I read was they 
would be increasing the tempo of their activities." 

The environmental impact statement, in fact, does not 
describe the training or where it would take place. However, 
the Navy said anti-submarine warfare training would be 
conducted in water at least 150 feet deep, which Nissen said 
lies 40 to 60 miles off the East Coast. 

Mine Warfare 
Delaware, under a federal partnership with seven other 

Northeast states, draws sand for beach replenishment from 
suitable deposits on the outer continental shelf -- up to 175 
miles offshore, according to official maps. 

Mine warfare training will usually take place closer to 
shore, in the shallower waters where mines would typically be 
deployed. 

"We plan to do some mine warfare training in the 
Chesapeake Bay itself," Nissen said. From there, he said, 
training could happen anywhere from close to shore during 
high tide to the middle of the ocean. 

The Navy practices spotting the explosive devices 
through a combination of mine countermeasures: surface 
ships, P-3 Orion sub-hunting aircraft, special helicopters, dive 
teams, trained marine mammals, submarines and unmanned 
underwater vehicles. 

Modern anti-submarine warfare relies on a highly 
networked combination of sensors from air, surface and 
undersea sources. 

Concerns 
Delaware's concerns have more to do with actual ship and 

aircraft movements, and how these might interfere with non-
military traffic -- such as the tankers transporting crude oil to 
the refinery at Delaware City -- along with sand "borrowing" 
and the siting of wind turbines. 

Arndt does not foresee a significant impact, but Cooksey 
had some concerns. 

"We want to know what they're planning out there," she 
said. "Will it impede navigation? Will it prohibit any 
renewable energy development?" 

Then there is the preservationist concern about the safety 
of marine life -- particularly migrating marine mammals, 
which can be bothered, injured or killed by ship strikes, 
explosions and sonar. 

The Navy's primary tool is active sonar, which involves 
sending out acoustic pulses at varying frequencies and 
intensities that can harm and even kill certain marine 
mammals. 

Mammals must be within fairly close proximity of a mine 
search to be affected by the short-burst, high-frequency sonar 
employed. But the medium-frequency pulses used to search 
for submarines travel farther and pose greater risk to marine 
mammals, Nissen said. 

The Navy says it takes measures, such as using trained 
lookouts, to mitigate the environmental effects of sonar. 

"We train our lookouts and our watchstanders ... on how 
to look for marine mammals," Nissen said. "And we do strive 
very hard to avoid those types of impacts. Unfortunately, they 
do occur." 

In addition, the Marine Mammal Protection Act will 
probably limit the Navy, which will need a permit under the 
law, on how many bombs the ships can explode, sonar hours 
they can operate and so forth. 

The Natural Resources Defense Council, which sued the 
Navy in 2006 claiming it was ignoring environmental laws, 
thinks the Navy could do more. 

"They have articulated a certain need for their training, 
and we take them at their word on that," said NRDC attorney 
Zac Smith. At the same time, he calls the Navy's mitigation 
plan "lousy" and said the service has indicated in its 
assessment that much of the Atlantic coast is uniform, giving 
it a lot of flexibility in terms of location. For example, Smith 
said, the Navy should avoid training in areas that are critical 
habitats for whales and other species. 

"It's not an issue of whether the training should occur," 
Smith said. "It's 'Can we be smarter about locating when 
training events occur?' " 

The Navy does not avoid training in migratory zones, 
according to the environmental impact statement, but if a 
mammal is spotted, activity ceases "until the animal is thought 
to have exited the mitigation zone." 

Delaware, like all coastal states except Texas and Florida, 
only holds title to submerged lands 3 miles from its shore. But 
under the Federal Coastal Zone Management Act, the state can 
have what Cooksey called a "significant say" in federal 
activities. 

"And they usually take our comments fairly," she said. 
"Well, they listen. We want to make sure they're not gonna do 
something that's going to impact another ongoing activity that 
would impact our state." 

Nissen said the Navy conducts training in an 
environmentally responsible manner. 

At the same time, he said, "There are significant threats 
out there that we need to make sure we're prepared for. And 
that's what we're trying to make sure we're ... properly 
preparing our forces to go on those missions." 
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BOOKS: 
25. SEAL Book Raises Questions About Bin Laden's Death 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 29 AUG 12) ... Kimberly Dozier 

WASHINGTON -- A firsthand account of the Navy 
SEAL raid that killed Osama bin Laden contradicts previous 
accounts by administration officials, raising questions as to 
whether the terror mastermind presented a clear threat when 
SEALs first fired upon him. 

Bin Laden apparently was hit in the head when he looked 
out of his bedroom door into the top-floor hallway of his 
compound as SEALs rushed up a narrow stairwell in his 
direction, according to former Navy SEAL Mark Bissonnette, 
writing under the pseudonym Mark Owen in "No Easy Day." 
The book is to be published next week by Penguin Group 
(USA)'s Dutton imprint. 

Bissonnette says he was directly behind a "point man" 
going up the stairs. "Less than five steps" from top of the 
stairs, he heard "suppressed" gunfire: "BOP. BOP." The point 
man had seen a "man peeking out of the door" on the right 
side of the hallway. 

Bissonnette writes that bin Laden ducked back into his 
bedroom and the SEALs followed, only to find the terrorist 
crumpled on the floor in a pool of blood with a hole visible on 
the right side of his head and two women wailing over his 
body. 

Bissonnette says the point man pulled the two women out 
of the way and shoved them into a corner and he and the other 
SEALs trained their guns' laser sites on bin Laden's still-
twitching body, shooting him several times until he lay 
motionless. 

In the account related by administration officials after the 
raid in Pakistan, the SEALs shot bin Laden only after he 
ducked back into the bedroom because they assumed he might 
be reaching for a weapon. 

White House spokesman Tommy Vietor would not 
comment on the apparent contradiction late Tuesday. 

"No Easy Day" was due out on Sept. 11, but Dutton 
announced the book would be available a week early on Sept. 
4 because of a surge of orders due to advance publicity that 
drove the book to the top of the Amazon.com and 
BarnesandNoble.com best-seller lists. 

The Associated Press purchased a copy of the book 
Tuesday. 

In another possibly uncomfortable revelation for U.S. 
officials who say bin Laden's body was treated with dignity 
before being given a full Muslim burial at sea, the author 
reveals that in the cramped helicopter flight out of the 
compound, one of the SEALs named "Walt" was sitting on bin 
Laden's chest as the body lay at the author's feet in the middle 
of the cabin. 

Bissonnette also writes disparagingly that none of the 
SEALs were fans of President Barack Obama and knew that 
his administration would take credit for ordering the May 
2011 raid. One of the SEALs said after the mission that they 
had just gotten Obama re-elected by carrying out the raid. 

But he says they respected him as commander in chief 
and for giving the operation the go-ahead. 

Bissonnette writes less flatteringly of meeting Obama and 
Vice President Joe Biden at the headquarters of the 160th 
Special Operations Aviation Regiment after the raid. He says 
Biden told "lame jokes" no one understood, reminding him of 
"someone's drunken uncle at Christmas dinner." 

Beyond such embarrassing observations, U.S. officials 
fear the book may include classified information, as it did not 
undergo the formal review required by the Pentagon for works 
published by former or current Defense Department 
employees. 

Officials from the Pentagon and the CIA, which 
commanded the mission, are examining the manuscript for 
possible disclosure of classified information and could take 
legal action against the author. 

In a statement provided to The Associated Press, the 
author says he does "not disclose confidential or sensitive 
information that would compromise national security in any 
way." 

Bissonnette's real name was first revealed by Fox News 
and confirmed to The Associated Press. 

Jihadists on al-Qaida websites have posted purported 
photos of the author, calling for his murder. 
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26. Release Of Book On Bin Laden Raid Is Moved Up A Week 
(NEW YORK TIMES 29 AUG 12) ... Julie Bosman 

In response to a crush of media attention, criticism and 
consumers clamoring to buy the book, the publisher behind 
the first-hand account of the Navy SEALs raid that killed 
Osama bin Laden has decided to move up the release date to 
next Tuesday. 

Dutton, the imprint of Penguin that acquired the book in 
secret, said that “No Easy Day,” which will appear under the 
pseudonym Mark Owen, will go on sale Sept. 4, a week ahead 
of the planned date, Sept. 11. 

“The publisher now feels it is important to put ‘No Easy 
Day’ on sale and let the book speak for itself,” Dutton said in 
a statement. 

The author defended himself in a statement to The Times 
on Tuesday. “ ‘No Easy Day’ is a book that I’m proud to have 

written,” he said. “My hope is that it gives my fellow 
Americans a glimpse into how much of an honor it is to serve 
our country. It is written with respect for my fellow service 
members while adhering to my strict desire not to disclose 
confidential or sensitive information that would compromise 
national security in any way.” 

The publisher and author have endured some public 
criticism for failing to provide a copy of the manuscript for 
government vetting before the book was announced. The 
Defense Department said last week that the author had 
violated department regulations requiring review of any 
official information intended for public release that relates to 
military matters, national security issues or subjects of 
significant concern to the department. 
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The Pentagon now has a copy of the book, a department 
spokesman said this week, but no immediate decisions will be 
made about the book. 

Demand for the 336-page book has been enormous; it is 
currently No. 1 on the best-seller lists at Amazon.com and 
BN.com. 

Christine Ball, a spokeswoman for Dutton, also said on 
Tuesday that the publisher had increased the planned print run 
to 575,000 hardcover copies from the original total, 300,000. 

Less than 24 hours after the existence of the book was 
reported last Wednesday, the author, a former Navy SEAL 
who was present at Bin Laden’s death, was revealed to be 
Matt Bissonnette, 36, who has been awarded five Bronze Stars 
and a Purple Heart. Dutton declined to confirm his identity for 
security reasons. 

Eric Schmitt contributed reporting from Washington. 
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OUTREACH: 
27. Navy Band Plays The Rock And Roll Hall Of Fame 
Nine member show band really rocks 
(WEWS ABC CLEVELAND 28 AUG 12) ... Paul Brest 

CLEVELAND - If you are a rock musician and you are 
thinking about maybe joining a branch of the U.S. military 
then perhaps you might visit a Navy recruiter in town this 
week for Navy week. 

The nine member band is stationed in Chicago and is in 
Cleveland helping to celebrate the Bicentennial of the 1812 
commemoration. 

Liberty Call, one of 17 performing ensembles of Navy 
Bands Great Lakes really know how to rock and roll, from all 
the oldies but goodies to the latest pop tunes as well as all the 
traditional navy march music. If you don' t know what a Navy 
classic tune is then you must remember that the Navy band got 
its start from none other than John Phillip Sousa, the man that 
brought us all the marching music classics such as "Stars and 
Stripes Forever" and the "Liberty Bell March." 

"Liberty Call" plays those songs for sure but really excels 
at songs from James Brown, CCR and the Beastie Boys. 

"Pride in service" is the Navy Band's motto and they are 
showing it off in Cleveland. 

You can see them this week at Jacobs Pavilion at Nautica 
Friday night, as well as Riverside Park in Chagrin Falls late 
Saturday afternoon 

View Clip (RT: 2:20) 
Navy Sailors Help Build Habitat For Humanity Home 

In Lakewood 
'Navy Week' project to span several days 
(WEWS ABC CLEVELAND 28 AUG 12) Joe Pagonakis 
LAKEWOOD, Ohio - Volunteers from Habitat for 

Humanity and the U.S. Navy are working together to build a 
new home in the city of Lakewood. 

Ten Sailors from Cleveland, Akron and Canton will help 
to build the four bedroom home through Saturday, in 
connection with "Navy Week." 

The house is being built for the Simmons family and their 
five children. Habitat for Humanity Project Coordinator 

Donald Bain is honored to have Navy Sailors on the job, 
helping a needy family. 

"It's always great to see the kids, they see their new 
bedrooms, because now they have a house," said Bain. "The 
family enthusiasm is great to see, that's our reward, to see a 
family move in." 

Bain said the Simmons family must also put in at least 
500 hours of work on the home, or another Habitat for 
Humanity job site, as a way to give back to the cause. 

The Sailors helping are U.S. Navy Reservists from a 
naval mobile construction battalion, some have served in Iraq, 
Kuwait and Afghanistan. 

2nd Class Petty Officer Nicole Kelly is part of the team, 
the Euclid native is pleased she has the opportunity to help 
near her hometown. 

"I like being right in my backyard," said Kelly. "Were 
always helping out other communities, so it's good to be back 
home, plus I know my Grandmother is watching." 

The lot where the home is being built has been vacant for 
more than a year, residents living on the street are happy a 
new family will be moving in, just in time for Christmas. 

"It's nice to see them actually doing something with the 
lot," said resident Drew Lisy. "It will be nice to have the 
family move in, it's a nice neighborhood around here." 

Navy Week Cleveland runs through Sept 4, and is in 
commemoration of the Bicentennial of the War of 1812. 

Habitat for Humanity is always in need of great 
volunteers, information on how you can get involved can be 
found on its website . 

Meanwhile, NewsChannel5 invites residents to volunteer 
in their communities, and report vacant homes in their 
neighborhoods through its Building Better Neighborhoods 
initiative, click here for more information. 
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COMMENTARY: 
28. Morsi’s Wrong Turn 
(NEW YORK TIMES 29 AUG 12) ... Thomas L. Friedman 

I find it very disturbing that one of the first trips by 
Egypt’s newly elected president, Mohamed Morsi, will be to 
attend the Nonaligned Movement’s summit meeting in Tehran 

this week. Excuse me, President Morsi, but there is only one 
reason the Iranian regime wants to hold the meeting in Tehran 
and have heads of state like you attend, and that is to signal to 
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Iran’s people that the world approves of their country’s 
clerical leadership and therefore they should never, ever, ever 
again think about launching a democracy movement — the 
exact same kind of democracy movement that brought you, 
Mr. Morsi, to power in Egypt. 

In 2009, this Iranian regime literally killed the Green 
Revolution. It gunned down hundreds and jailed thousands of 
Iranians who wanted the one thing that Egyptians got: to have 
their votes counted honestly and the results respected. Morsi, 
who was brought to power by a courageous democracy 
revolution that neither he nor his Muslim Brotherhood party 
started — but who benefited from the free and fair election 
that followed — is lending his legitimacy to an Iranian regime 
that brutally crushed just such a movement in Tehran. This 
does not augur well for Morsi’s presidency. In fact, he should 
be ashamed of himself. 

“The Iranian regime has offered Morsi a sanitized tour of 
its nuclear facilities” noted Karim Sadjadpour, the Iran expert 
at the Carnegie Endowment. “As a former political prisoner in 
Mubarak’s Egypt, Morsi should also request a visit to 
Tehran’s notorious Evin prison. It will remind him of his own 
past, and offer him a glimpse of Iran’s future.” 

Egyptian officials say Morsi is only stopping in Tehran 
for a few hours to hand over the presidency of the Nonaligned 
Movement to Iran from Egypt. Really? He could have done 
that by mail. It would have sent a powerful democratic 
message. By the way, what is the Nonaligned Movement 
anymore? 

“Nonaligned against what and between whom?” asked 
Michael Mandelbaum, a foreign policy specialist at Johns 
Hopkins. The Nonaligned Movement was conceived at the 
Bandung summit in 1955, but there was a logic to it then. The 
world was divided between Western democratic capitalists and 
Eastern Communists, and developing states like Egypt, 
Yugoslavia and Indonesia declared themselves “nonaligned” 
with these two blocs. But “there is no Communist bloc today,” 
said Mandelbaum. “The main division in the world is between 
democratic and undemocratic countries.” 

Is Morsi nonaligned in that choice? Is he nonaligned 
when it comes to choosing between democracies and 
dictatorships — especially the Iranian one that is so complicit 
in crushing the Syrian rebellion as well? And by the way, why 

is Ban Ki-moon, the United Nations secretary general, lending 
his hand to this Iranian whitewashing festival? What a betrayal 
of Iranian democrats. 

This has nothing to do with Israel or Iran’s nukes. If 
Morsi wants to maintain a cold peace with Israel, that is his 
business. As for Morsi himself, I’d like to see him succeed in 
turning Egypt around. It would be a huge boost to democracy 
in the Arab world. But what Egypt needs most will not be 
found in Tehran. Morsi’s first big trip shouldn’t have been to 
just China and Iran. It should have been all across Europe and 
Asia to reassure investors and tourists that Egypt is open for 
business again — and maybe on to Silicon Valley and then 
Caltech to meet with Egypt’s Nobel Prize-winning chemist, 
Ahmed Zewail, to signal a commitment to reviving education 
in Egypt, where half the women are illiterate. 

If Morsi needs a primer on the democracy movement in 
Iran (whose Islamic regime broke relations with Egypt in 1979 
to protest the peace treaty with Israel) he can read the one 
offered by Stanford’s Iran expert, Abbas Milani, on the United 
States Institute of Peace Web site: “The Green Movement 
reached its height when up to 3 million peaceful demonstrators 
turned out on Tehran streets to protest official claims that 
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad had won the 2009 presidential 
election in a landslide. Their simple slogan was: ‘Where is my 
vote?’ ... Over the next six months, the Green Movement 
evolved from a mass group of angry voters to a nationwide 
force demanding the democratic rights originally sought in the 
1979 revolution, rights that were hijacked by radical clerics ... 
as momentum grew behind the Green Movement, the 
government response was increasingly tough. In the fall of 
2009, more than 100 of the Green Movement’s most important 
leaders, activists and theorists appeared in show trials 
reminiscent of Joseph Stalin’s infamous trials in the 1930s.” 
By early 2010, the regime had quashed all public opposition. 

That is the regime that Morsi will be helping to sanitize. 
One at least hopes he read the letter sent to him by an Iranian 
democracy group, Green Messengers of Hope, urging Morsi to 
remind his Iranian hosts “of the fates of the leaders who kept 
turning their backs on the votes of their people, and to urge 
them to govern their country relying on the support of the 
Iranian people rather than military forces.” Morsi might want 
to even remind himself of that. 
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29. Afghanistan—The 'Who Cares?' War 
Public apathy isn't necessarily fatal for the war effort. It could even provide the opportunity to finally get it 
'right.' 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 29 AUG 12) ... Max Boot 

In 2006, the Washington Post's Rajiv Chandrasekaran 
published a 336-page indictment of the Iraq war, "Imperial 
Life in the Emerald City." According to Nielsen BookScan, it 
sold more than 120,000 copies in hardcover and paperback. 
Two months ago, he published a 368-page indictment of the 
Afghanistan war, "Little America." It has since sold roughly 
5,000 copies in hardcover. 

So little attention is the public paying that even attacks by 
best-selling authors on the current conflict are dismissed with 
a collective shrug. 

Yet there are still more than 80,000 U.S. troops in 
Afghanistan, and every day soldiers and Marines, Sailors and 
aircrews walk, drive and fly into harm's way. News coverage 

is sparse—save for occasional disasters such as "green on 
blue" attacks by Afghan security forces on coalition personnel 
or terrorist attacks in Kabul that only serve to confirm the 
popular perception that the war is lost. 

The public's disengagement isn't all bad (more on that to 
come). But it is a bit surprising given that at its inception, in 
October 2001, this was one of the most popular conflicts the 
U.S. had ever undertaken. Despite the conventional wisdom 
that toppling the Taliban would be neither fast nor easy 
(remember the dread "Afghan winter"?), almost all Americans 
supported the decision to fight after 9/11. 

But when the Taliban fell far faster and more easily than 
expected, complacency crept in. Convinced that the war was 
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over, President George W. Bush refused to commit the 
resources necessary to rebuild Afghanistan's government and 
security forces. This gave the Taliban, secure in its Pakistan 
sanctuaries, an opening to stage a resurgence. 

By 2008, security in Afghanistan was deteriorating and 
both Sens. John McCain and Barack Obama promised to send 
more resources. As president, Mr. Obama delivered on his 
campaign pledge by almost tripling U.S. forces—to 100,000 
from 34,000. 

But the Obama surge did not put the war front-and-center 
in American politics. The president is willing to order troops 
to fight but not to talk about why they fight or how their fight 
is going. His only major speech on Afghanistan this year was 
May 1, to mark the signing of a strategic partnership accord in 
Kabul. Visitors to the White House website would be hard-
pressed to find any mention of Afghanistan. The one tab under 
"defense" issues is for "End of Iraq War." 

There is much speculation about why Mr. Obama won't 
talk about the war. My theory is that it is because he doesn't 
have a coherent message to deliver. His rationale for the troop 
buildup was to fight al Qaeda—notwithstanding that the 
terrorist group has a minimal presence in Afghanistan. He 
never spoke of defeating the Taliban, our actual enemies in 
Afghanistan, and he denied that U.S. troops would fight a 
"counterinsurgency" or engage in "nation-building" even 
while they were doing just that. 

His conduct of the war has been ambivalent as well. He 
agreed in 2009 to send more troops, but fewer than the 
generals wanted. He said yes to 30,000 when Gen. Stanley 
McChrystal asked for at least 40,000. Then he decided to pull 
the surge troops out faster than the generals wanted—by the 
end of this September rather than waiting until at least the end 
of the year as then-Gen. David Petraeus advised. 

Reluctant to tell the American people he is pursuing a 
split-the-difference policy in Afghanistan—doing just enough 
to avert immediate defeat but not enough to secure certain 
victory—Mr. Obama instead has fallen uncharacteristically 
quiet. His silence hasn't been filled by partisans of either 

political persuasion. Liberals vehemently oppose the war, but 
their opposition is muted because the war is being pursued by 
one of their own. Conservatives are uneasy because they sense 
the president isn't doing enough to win. But they are not sure 
what alternative to offer, so their criticisms too are muted. 

That makes Afghanistan the "Who Cares?" war. Few, it 
seems, do—except for service personnel and their families. 
According to polls by the New York Times/CBS News and 
others, more than 60% of Americans think that the U.S. should 
not be at war in Afghanistan, but there is no intensity to the 
opposition. There are no antiwar marches and the war isn't an 
election issue. It is almost as if the war isn't happening at all. 

Ideally, U.S. troops should fight with wholehearted 
domestic support. But public apathy isn't necessarily fatal for 
the war effort. It even presents a potential opportunity to 
finally get Afghanistan "right"—or at least as right as possible 
at this late stage. 

We will need to maintain at least 30,000 troops in 
Afghanistan past 2014 to advise and assist local security 
forces in their battles against weakened but undefeated foes. 
That commitment would be hard to sustain in the face of 
active domestic opposition. But it may be possible in today's 
atmosphere of apathy. Just as there is little public awareness of 
troop deployments in Kosovo or South Korea or the Sinai 
Peninsula, so troops could conceivably stay in Afghanistan for 
years—as long as they don't take many casualties. 

That may sound improbable now, but recall that the U.S. 
troop presence in Iraq had fallen off the radar screen by the 
time it ended last year. From a domestic standpoint, the U.S. 
could have continued the deployment indefinitely. The 
problem was that Mr. Obama didn't really want to (that 
ambivalence again) and therefore couldn't convince the 
reluctant Iraqis to go along. But the Afghans, lacking Iraq's 
oil, are more eager for foreign protection. Thus we could still 
arrive at the right policy in Afghanistan, even if the public isn't 
paying attention. 

Mr. Boot is a senior fellow at the Council on Foreign 
Relations. 

Return to Index 
 

30. China's Buildup: Don't Believe The Hype 
(PHILADELPHIA INQUIRER 29 AUG 12) ... Stephen M. Walt 

If you were focused on Hurricane Isaac or the violence in 
Syria, you might have missed the latest round of threat 
inflation surrounding China. Last week, the New York Times 
reported that China was "increasing its existing ability to 
deliver nuclear warheads to the United States and to 
overwhelm missile defense systems." Salon offered an even 
more breathless appraisal: that "the United States may be 
falling behind China when it comes to weapon technology." 

What is really going on? Not much. China has a modest 
strategic nuclear force. It is believed to have only about 240 
nuclear warheads, and only a handful of its ballistic missiles 
can reach the United States. By comparison, the United States 
has more than 2,000 operational nuclear warheads deployed 
on missiles capable of reaching China. And it has nearly 3,000 
nuclear warheads in reserve. 

Given its modest capabilities, China is understandably 
worried by U.S. missile defense efforts. The Chinese fear a 
scenario in which America uses its larger, much more 
sophisticated nuclear arsenal to launch a first strike, and then 

relies on missile defenses to deal with whatever small, ragged 
second strike the Chinese can muster. 

This discussion is pretty Strangelovian, of course, but 
nuclear strategists get paid to think about all sorts of elaborate, 
far-fetched scenarios. 

In sum, those fiendish Chinese are doing precisely what 
any sensible power would do: trying to preserve their second-
strike deterrent by modernizing their force, developing 
multiple-warhead missiles that could overcome any defenses 
the United States might choose to build. As the Wall Street 
Journal put it: "The [Chinese] goal is to ensure a secure 
second-strike capability that could survive in the worst of 
worst-case conflict scenarios, whereby an opponent would not 
be able to eliminate China's nuclear capability by launching a 
first strike and would therefore face potential retaliation." 

Three further points should be kept in mind. First, hawks 
are likely to use developments such as these to portray China 
as a rising threat, but such claims do not follow from the 
evidence. China is making a sensible defensive move, 
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motivated by the same concerns that led the United States to 
create a "strategic triad" in the 1950s. 

Second, the smart way to cap or slow Chinese nuclear 
modernization would be to abandon the futile pursuit of 
strategic missile defenses and bring China into the negotiating 
framework that eventually reduced U.S. and Russian arsenals. 
And remember: Once nuclear-armed states have secure 
second-strike capabilities, the relative size of their arsenals is 
irrelevant. If neither side can prevent the other from retaliating 
and destroying major population centers, it simply doesn't 
matter if one side has twice as many warheads. Or 100 times. 

Third, this episode reminds us that trying to protect the 
country with missile defenses is a fool's errand. It's always 

going to be cheaper for opponents to come up with ways to 
override a missile defense. Why? Because given how 
destructive nuclear weapons are, a missile defense system has 
to work almost perfectly to prevent massive damage. If you 
fired 100 warheads and 95 percent were intercepted - a very 
good performance - that would still let five warheads through, 
and that means losing five cities. 

Ballistic missile defense never made much sense 
strategically or economically, except as a make-work program 
for the aerospace industry and an enduring component of 
right-wing nuclear theology. 

Stephen M. Walt is a professor of international relations 
at Harvard University. 
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31. China’s Restrained Nationalism 
(THE DIPLOMAT 28 AUG 12) ... Trefor Moss 

Many countries in East Asia are facing the same dilemma: 
how to manage a groundswell of nationalist sentiment. It’s a 
delicate challenge. Giving the nationalists too little quarter 
could expose a government to political turmoil at home; but 
overindulging them could lead to conflict abroad. 

Nationalism is as pressing a concern in China as in any 
country in the region, and the need for Beijing to cater to the 
nationalist sections of society is often mentioned as a factor in 
government decision-making. However, bellicose editorials in 
The Global Times – albeit sanctioned at some level of 
government – are not expressions of policy. Similarly, Hu 
Jintao was not among the boatload of Chinese campaigners 
who got themselves arrested on the Diaoyu/Senkaku islands 
last week. Perhaps the Chinese authorities could have done 
more to prevent the ship from sailing; but at the same time this 
was not a state action. 

In fact, China’s policy in its approach to territorial 
disputes has been very consistent in its resistance to the ebb 
and flow of nationalist demands. The extreme solutions 
proposed by nationalists online or in print concerning spats 
with the Philippines and Vietnam, for example, have been 
roundly ignored by Beijing. Instead, China has avoided 
confrontation except when responding to what it interprets 
(rightly or wrongly) as acts of provocation; and even then it 
has favored civilian law enforcement ships over military 
vessels when handling maritime disputes. 

Few of the other countries involved in East Asia’s 
sovereignty tangles can claim to have shown such restraint. 
Elsewhere, leaders have been much more willing to play to the 
nationalist gallery – especially in the region’s democracies, 
where politicians are more responsive to the popular mood. 

South Korean President Lee Myung-bak provides the best 
recent example: his visit to the disputed Dokdo/Takeshima 
islands earlier this month was a political stunt that surprised as 
many people in Seoul as it upset in Tokyo. Lee isn’t even 
eligible for re-election. Nonetheless, his mishandling of a 
proposeddefense pact with the old enemy Japan a few weeks 

before apparently persuaded him to try to reconnect with the 
voters he had disappointed. 

Russian Prime Minister Dmitry Medvedev pulled a 
similar trick in early July when he visited the disputed Kuril 
Islands. Like Lee, Medvedev opted to do some damage abroad 
in order to score some points at home. Russian nationalists 
applauded his actions; but they didn’t give Japan much 
confidence that the Putin-Medvedev government is one it can 
sensibly negotiate with. 

Japanese politicians have also been courting their 
country’s nationalist constituents. Tokyo governor Shintaro 
Ishihara has led the way: perhaps inspired by Lee and 
Medvedev, he is planning to visit the Diaoyu/Senkaku islands 
in the near future. His grandstanding will appeal to some right-
wing voters, but it will harm Sino-Japanese relations. 
Ishihara’s initiative to buy the Senkaku islands even forced the 
central government off to the sidelines: Tokyo, chastened by 
Ishihara’s criticism, just made a JPY2 billion (2.5 million 
USD) offer to obtain the islands from their private owners. 
Naturally, this has upset the Chinese. 

Finally, when a Taiwanese fishing boat made a voyage of 
patriotic protest to the Diaoyu/Senkaku islands in July, the 
Taiwanese government took a surprising step: rather than turn 
a blind eye (as Beijing recently did in a similar case) it 
decided to take an active part in the escapade, dispatching five 
coast guard ships to escort the boat on its mission to provoke 
the Japanese government. 

If the Chinese government had resorted to any of the 
measures described above, it would have met with widespread 
criticism for acting provocatively and irresponsibly. But in 
fact, Chinese leaders have displayed more self-control when it 
comes to sovereignty issues than their counterparts in Japan, 
Russia, South Korea and Taiwan. Hu, Wen, and other Chinese 
leaders have to stay on the right side of Chinese nationalism 
just like their East Asian counterparts; but with no opposition 
promising to do more, they don’t need to be too 
accommodating. 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Navy Remains Committed To Mayport, Secretary Says 
(FLORIDA TIMES-UNION 28 FEB 12) ... Timothy J. Gibbons 

The Navy’s commitment to strategic dispersal — which it demonstrated by promising to send an amphibious readiness group to 
Mayport Naval Station — means the military still wants the base to get a nuclear-powered aircraft carrier, the secretary of the Navy 
said Tuesday. 

 
2. Panetta To Congress: Don’t Balance Budget With Added Cuts To Defense 
(THE HILL 28 FEB 12) ... Jeremy Herb 

Defense Secretary Leon Panetta warned senators Tuesday that they can’t expect to fix the nation’s financial problems on the back 
of the Pentagon. 

 
3. Asia-Pacific Shift Will Improve Relations, Commander Says 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 28 FEB 12) ... Lisa Daniel 

WASHINGTON – The Defense Department’s new strategic shift toward the Asia-Pacific region will solidify longstanding 
partnerships, build on newer ones, and allow the military to address security challenges in the area, the commander of U. S. Pacific 
Command said today. 

 
4. F-35, LCS Critical For Asia-Pacific Mission, PACOM Chief Says 
(DEFENSE DAILY 28 FEB 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

The F-35 Joint Strike Fighter will be critical for future missions in the Asia-Pacific and will be closely watched to determine 
whether it can live up to the capabilities needed in the region, Adm. Robert Willard, the chief of U.S. Pacific Command, said 
yesterday. 

 
5. Transition Benefits: NPC Officials To Discuss Post-ERB Matters In Norfolk Area 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 28 FEB 12) ... Navy Personnel Command Public Affairs 

MILLINGTON, Tenn. -- Representatives from Navy Personnel Command's fleet engagement team will meet with Sailors, 
families and leadership at Norfolk area bases March 5 - 8 to discuss Post Enlisted Retention Board (ERB) matters and transition 
assistance efforts available for ERB affected Sailors. 

 
6. EOD Officer Receives Invitation To The White House 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 28 FEB 12) ... Chief Mass Communication Specialist Kristen D. Loeding, Navy Expeditionary Combat 
Command Public Affairs 

VIRGINIA BEACH, Va. -- The operations officer for Explosive Ordnance Disposal Mobile Unit (EOD MU) 12, was selected to 
attend a dinner at the White House Feb. 29 to honor Armed Forces members who served in Operation Iraqi Freedom and Operation 
Enduring Freedom and their families. 

 

CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
7. Special Operations To Do More With Less 
Effect on units raises concerns 
(WASHINGTON TIMES 28 FEB 12) ... Kristina Wong 

The Obama administration’s increasing reliance on special operations forces with a stagnant budget has sparked concern among 
the elite units that they will be asked to do too much with too little. 
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8. Stennis Coming Home: Sailors Returning From A Busy Deployment 
(KITSAP SUN (WA) 28 FEB 12) ... Ed Friedrich 

PACIFIC OCEAN — The USS John C. Stennis "shifted colors" Tuesday morning, meaning it's under way for Bremerton and 
Sailors no longer have to salute or wear hats. 

 
9. Revolutionary Gator Earns Battle "E" - Again! 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 29 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Marcus Stanley, USS Bonhomme Richard Public 
Affairs 

USS BONHOMME RICHARD, At Sea -- Amphibious assault ship USS Bonhomme Richard (LHD 6) earned the Battle "E" 
award for the second consecutive year Feb. 27 for its performance, demonstrating the highest state of battle readiness in 2011. 

 
10. Navy Dive-Southern Partnership Station 2012 Starts Off In Colombia 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 28 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Kathleen A. Gorby, Navy Dive-Southern 
Partnership Station 2012 Public Affairs 

CARTAGENA, Colombia -- The Colombian navy hosted a welcoming ceremony for Mobile Diving and Salvage Unit (MDSU) 2 
in support of Navy Dive-Southern Partnership Station 2012 (ND-SPS 12) in Colombia, Feb. 27. 

 

GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
11. U.S. Commander: Friction With China Ebbing 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 28 FEB 12) ... Shaun Tandon 

WASHINGTON — A top U.S. commander said Tuesday that China has been entering fewer confrontations with its neighbors as 
he credited a firm line by Washington and its allies with changing Beijing's thinking. 

 
12. U.S. Commander Admits Conditions On N. Korea Aid 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 28 FEB 12) ... Shaun Tandon 

WASHINGTON — A U.S. commander acknowledged Tuesday that Washington has linked food aid for North Korea to progress 
on military issues, saying the impoverished communist state needs to halt its nuclear program. 

 
13. Seeking Regional Stability, Singapore Deepens U.S. Ties 
(WORLD POLITICS REVIEW 28 FEB 12) 

The U.S. and Singapore held their first strategic partners dialogue in Washington in January. In an email interview, See Seng Tan, 
the deputy director of the Institute of Defense and Strategic Studies at Nanyang Technological University in Singapore, discussed the 
strategic relationship between the U.S. and Singapore. 

 
14. Drone Makers Cashing In As War Tactics Evolve 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 26 FEB 12) ... Bhavan Jaipragas 

SINGAPORE — They are deadly, hard to detect and fast becoming one of the most sought-after weapons in the air defense 
industry. 

 
15. U.S. Sees Iran Attacks As Likely If Israel Strikes 
(NEW YORK TIMES 28 FEB 12) ... Thom Shanker, Helene Cooper and Ethan Bronner 

WASHINGTON — American officials who have assessed the likely Iranian responses to any attack by Israel on its nuclear 
program believe that Iran would retaliate by launching missiles on Israel and terrorist-style attacks on United States civilian and 
military personnel overseas. 

 
16. Senators: U.S. Forces At Risk Due To Syrian Chemical Weapons 
(U.S. NEWS & WORLD REPORT 28 FEB 12) ... John T. Bennett 

Several senators are raising concerns that unrest in Syria could allow that nation's chemical and other weapons to be used against 
U.S. forces and allies in the region. 

 
17. Denmark: 2 Hostages Dead In Anti-Piracy Operation 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 28 FEB 12) ... Jan M. Olsen 

COPENHAGEN, Denmark — The Danish navy has intercepted a cargo vessel that Somali pirates had hijacked in the Indian 
Ocean, freeing 16 of its crew members but two others died during the operation, an official said Tuesday. 
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18. Next Pirate Hot Spot: The Gulf Of Guinea 
The Gulf of Guinea, off the coast of West Africa, is a significant source of U.S. oil. Rising piracy here could 
mean rising prices at the pump. 
(CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR 28 FEB 12) ... Scott Baldauf 

High-seas piracy has found another home, in the waters of the Gulf of Guinea on the West African coast. The number of attacks 
in 2011 far surpassed the total number for 2010, and the pace could increase this year as well, as oil-rich nations of the region increase 
their production. With global oil supplies tight and the price of oil already rising, the costs of West African piracy will almost certainly 
be felt at your local fuel pump. 

 
19. Navy To Induct Russian-Origin Nuclear Submarine Akula II Next Month 
(PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 28 FEB 12) 

NEW DELHI - In a major boost to its underwater strike capabilities, India will receive its Russian-origin nuclear-powered Akula 
II class submarine next month. 

 
20. Russia To Lay Down New Frigate For Navy 
(RIA NOVOSTI 28 FEB 12) 

KALININGRAD - The Yantar Shipyard in the Baltic exclave of Kaliningrad will start on Wednesday the construction of a new 
Krivak IV class frigate for Russia's Black Sea Fleet. 

 
21. NATO Members Plan For Smaller Defense Budgets 
(DEFENSE NEWS 28 FEB 12) ... Kate Brannen 

With defense budgets continuing to shrink, NATO will only be able to achieve its future security goals if it strictly prioritizes its 
resources, a top U.S. defense official said at a Feb. 28 NATO meeting in Washington, D.C. 

 

PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
22. Negotiate Early For Orders Via CMS/ID 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 28 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Andrea Perez, Navy Personnel Command Public 
Affairs 

MILLINGTON, Tenn. -- Sailors must be proactive and negotiate early for permanent change of station (PCS) orders online 
through Career Management System Interactive Detailing (CMS/ID), Navy Personnel Command (NPC) officials said Feb. 28. 

 
23. Cross- Decking On The Rise 
Will swapping ships hurt your career? 
(NAVY TIMES 05 MAR 12) ... Sam Fellman 

In the spring of 2009, Sonar Technician (Surface) 1st Class (SW/IUSS) Bob Hay was assigned to the frigate Kauffman, based in 
Norfolk, Va. A message came in from Naval Surface Force Atlantic: The cruiser Anzio needed an STG1 before its May deployment. 
Hay was told the deployer lacked both an STG1 and a STGC, so he volunteered. 

 
24. Congress Questions Fairness Of DoD Pay And Benefit Cuts 
(FEDERAL NEWS RADIO 29 FEB 12) ... Jared Serbu 

As Defense officials take to Capitol Hill to defend their proposed personnel budget, they're beginning to hear a common theme: 
Complaints that civilian employees aren't bearing their fair share of military spending cutbacks. 

 
25. Navy Medicine Celebrates Black History Month 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 29 FEB 12) ... Bureau of Medicine and Surgery Public Affairs 

WASHINGTON -- The U.S. Navy Bureau of Medicine and Surgery (BUMED) celebrated National African-American History 
Month, Feb. 27. 

 
26. EP-3 Squadron Commanding Officer Fired 
(NAVY TIMES 28 FEB 12) ... Gidget Fuentes 

SAN DIEGO — The commanding officer of an EP-3 squadron was fired Monday amid an ongoing investigation into alleged 
“personal misconduct,” according to Naval Air Force Pacific. 

 
27. Miramar Sailor Dies After Fight In San Diego 
(NAVY TIMES 28 FEB 12) 

SAN DIEGO — A sailor with an F/A-18 training squadron at Marine Corps Air Station Miramar, Calif., died Sunday after a fight 
allegedly related to payment of a taxi fare, according to authorities. 
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FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
28. Senate Budget Chair Says More Pentagon Cuts Likely 
(REUTERS 28 FEB 12) ... David Alexander 

WASHINGTON - The head of the Senate Budget Committee delivered a sobering message to top U.S. defense officials on 
Tuesday, saying the Pentagon will have to reduce spending beyond the $487 billion already proposed if the United States is going to 
deal with its $15 trillion debt. 

 
29. It's Real! Navy Test Fires First Working Prototype Of Railgun 
(FOX NEWS 28 FEB 12) 

The Navy’s futuristic railgun is one step closer to becoming a reality. 
 

30. Air Force, Navy To Link Fighter Jets And Ships For Air-Sea Battle 
(NATIONAL DEFENSE 28 FEB 12) ... Dan Parsons 

The Air Force and Navy will be joining forces under a new concept for fighting future wars called Air-Sea Battle. Both services 
will seek to combine their high-tech weaponry in an effort to counter well-armed adversaries. 

 
31. U.S. Docking Lockheed For F-35 Cost-Tracking Flaws 
(REUTERS 28 FEB 12) ... Andrea Shalal-Esa 

WASHINGTON - The Pentagon on Tuesday told Lockheed Martin Corp, the No. 1 U.S. defense contractor, that it would 
withhold about $1 million a month in billings on the latest F-35 fighter contract until the company fixes a complex system that tracks 
the program's cost. 

 
32. Global Partners Committed To F-35-U.S. Air Force 
(REUTERS 28 FEB 12) ... Andrea Shalal-Esa 

WASHINGTON - Declining orders for Lockheed Martin Corp's F-35 Joint Strike Fighter from Washington's international 
partners reflect economic pressures in those countries, not a lack of commitment to the multinational program, the top U.S. Air Force 
general said on Tuesday. 

 
33. Shipyard Starts Work On $383 Million USS Lincoln Contract 
(NEWPORT NEWS DAILY PRESS 27 FEB 12) ... Cory Nealon 

Newport News Shipbuilding started work Monday on a $383 million contract to continue planning the USS Abraham Lincoln's 
midlife overhaul. 

 
34. Navy Selects Shipyard To Build Scripps' New State-Of-The-Art Research Vessel 
Washington shipyard chosen to construct new 'ocean class' ship to support a mix of vital areas of research 
and education 
(SCRIPPS OCEANOGRAPHY NEWS 28 FEB 12) 

The U.S. Office of Naval Research (ONR) has announced the shipyard responsible for constructing the next chapter in ocean 
exploration for Scripps Institution of Oceanography at UC San Diego. The new research vessel will be owned by ONR for the 
Department of the Navy and operated by Scripps under charter party agreement. 

 

BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
35. NATO Leaders From Around The World To Visit Norfolk 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 28 FEB 12) ... Corinne Reilly 

NORFOLK - Top NATO military officers from around the globe will make a stop in Norfolk on Wednesday to tour the alliance’s 
local command and the Navy destroyer Laboon. 

 
36. USS Constitution To Open 2012 Lottery 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 28 FEB 12) ... Sonar Technician Submarine 2nd Class Thomas Rooney, USS Constitution Public Affairs 

CHARLESTOWN, Mass. -- USS Constitution will officially open its 2012 lottery program to the public from the ship's berth in 
Charlestown, Mass. March 1. 

 
37. Issues Remain Over Redeployment Of Okinawa Marines: Defense Minister 
(KYODO NEWS 29 FEB 12) 

TOKYO -- Japanese Defense Minister Naoki Tanaka said Tuesday that more issues need to be sorted out in ongoing bilateral 
talks with the United States on the redeployment of some U.S. Marines in Okinawa Prefecture. 
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NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
38. With Dinner For A Few, Obama Honors All Iraq Vets 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 29 FEB 12) ... Nancy Benac 

WASHINGTON -- Richard Nixon threw a huge gala for former Vietnam POWs. Harry Truman cheered at multiple parades 
honoring veterans of World War II. Andrew Johnson presided over the pageantry of a two-day review of Union troops at the end of 
the Civil War. 

 
39. A Dubious, Costly Effort To Win Hearts And Minds 
'Info ops' programs in Iraq, Afghanistan are loosely run 
(USA TODAY 29 FEB 12) ... Tom Vanden Brook and Ray Locker 

WASHINGTON -- As the Pentagon has sought to sell wars in Iraq and Afghanistan to often-hostile populations there, it has spent 
hundreds of millions of dollars on poorly tracked marketing and propaganda campaigns that military leaders like to call "information 
operations," the modern equivalent of psychological warfare. 

 
40. Expert Tells CSU Audience: Alternative Energy Can Be 21st Century 'Victory Gardens' 
(FT. COLLINS COLORADOAN 28 FEB 12) ... Bobby Magill 

Today, the United States has no control over its energy future, but 21st century "victory gardens" may help us gain some of it 
back. 

 
41. Cooperative Captives Get New Soccer Field 
The military is building a gravel soccer field — with guard towers and barbed-wire fences — for cooperating 
captives at Guantanamo. 
(MIAMI HERALD 29 FEB 12) ... Carol Rosenberg 

GUANTANAMO BAY NAVY BASE, Cuba — The military unveiled a new $744,000 soccer field Tuesday, a dusty enclosure 
with two-toned gravel and fences topped by barbed wire — all designed as a quality-of-life improvement for cooperative captives. 

 
42. Once Upon A Time, Tiger Might Have Become A SEAL 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 29 FEB 12) ... John Paul Newport 

Tiger Woods's former instructor Hank Haney claims that Woods seriously considered dropping out of golf and becoming a Navy 
SEAL. 

 
43. Carrier Classic Moving Out Of San Diego For 2012 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 28 FEB 12) 

Organizers of the Carrier Classic say they’re moving the college basketball game out of San Diego for 2012 while hoping to 
return in 2013. 

 

OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
44. Noda Must Rethink Futenma Issue From Scratch 
(ASAHI SHIMBUN 28 FEB 12) ... Editorial 

After six months in office, Prime Minister Yoshihiko Noda finally visited Okinawa. 
 

45. Care For Cross-Deckers 
(NAVY TIMES 05 MAR 12) ... Editorial 

Navy leaders have been warning that upcoming cuts to defense spending will create a “hollow force” and put the burden of 
austerity on individual sailors. But for many sailors, that burden is already upon them. 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Navy Remains Committed To Mayport, Secretary Says 
(FLORIDA TIMES-UNION 28 FEB 12) ... Timothy J. Gibbons 

The Navy’s commitment to strategic dispersal — which it 
demonstrated by promising to send an amphibious readiness 
group to Mayport Naval Station — means the military still 
wants the base to get a nuclear-powered aircraft carrier, the 
secretary of the Navy said Tuesday. 

That doesn’t say anything about when it will happen, 
though. 

“That’s something we’ll take a look at every year,” 
Secretary Ray Mabus said in an interview Tuesday evening 
that capped off a day on the First Coast. 

The Navy also remains committed to the Mayport base 
itself: The decommissioning and moving of ships that now call 
it home should not lead to concern, Mabus said, even as 
Defense Secretary Leon Panetta has called for Congress to 
authorize a Base Realignment and Closure round. 

“Crucial bases have done very well in BRAC processes,” 
he said. “Under no scenario can I see Mayport not being an 
important part of the Navy’s future.” 

Eventually, a number of ships being based at Mayport, 
including the three-vessel amphibious group and a number of 
littoral combat ships, will make up for the ships going away, 
he said. 

Although no Marines will come along with the 
amphibious ships that they deploy upon, amphibious readiness 
groups will grow in importance as the Marine Corps returns to 
its roots, Mabus said. 

In the interview, the secretary also reiterated the Navy’s 
commitment to Jacksonville Naval Air Station, which is slated 
to have its aging P3 fleet replaced by P8s starting this spring. 

The budget submittal trims the number of P8s being built 
over the next five years, but the project is still a priority, 
Mabus said. 

“We’re still committed to the entire P8 buy,” he said. 
The secretary was to have started his day with a morning 

visit to Mayport, but that was canceled after heavy fog caused 
Mabus’ plane to divert to NAS. 

From there, the secretary stopped by City Hall for a 
conversation with Mayor Alvin Brown and then a luncheon at 
EverBank Field. 

The visit was Mabus’ first official travel since the 
unveiling of the defense budget that cut the construction 
spending needed before a carrier could come to Mayport. 

“That’s not by accident,” Mabus told the lunchtime 
crowd. 

Return to Index 
 

2. Panetta To Congress: Don’t Balance Budget With Added Cuts To Defense 
(THE HILL 28 FEB 12) ... Jeremy Herb 

Defense Secretary Leon Panetta warned senators Tuesday 
that they can’t expect to fix the nation’s financial problems on 
the back of the Pentagon. 

Panetta, a former budget chief and House member, said 
Congress should focus on new taxes and entitlement reform to 
lower the budget deficit, and said additional defense cuts will 
endanger the nation’s security. 

“You can’t meet the challenge that you’re facing in this 
country by continuing to go back at discretionary spending,” 
Panetta told senators at Tuesday’s Senate Budget Committee 
hearing. 

“That’s less than a third of federal spending,” he said. “If 
you’re not dealing with the two-thirds that is entitlement 
spending, if you’re not dealing with revenues, and you keep 
going back to the same place, frankly you’re not going to 
make it, and you’re going to hurt this country’s security,” 
Panetta said. 

While Panetta has offered similar warnings in the past, his 
lecture on Tuesday was delivered in unusually blunt language 
to Congress. And while Panetta’s appearance in the Senate 
Budget Committee was rare for a Defense secretary, it was not 
an unfamiliar setting for the former budget chief who served 
under President Clinton. 

Panetta and Joint Chiefs of Staff Chairman Gen. Martin 
Dempsey have said repeatedly that the military cannot 
withstand an additional $500 billion in cuts to defense 
spending on top of the $487 billion that is currently being 
reduced over the next decade. The additional cuts are set to 
take effect in January 2013 through sequestration, which was 
triggered by the supercommittee’s failure to reach a deal to cut 
annual deficits. 

Panetta has called the sequestration cuts taking a “meat-
ax” to the military budget, and said Tuesday it was “designed 
as a gun to the head.” 

Dempsey said “we would not any longer be a global 
power” if sequestration takes effect. 

Both Democrats and Republicans say they don’t want 
sequestration to occur, but like the supercommittee, the two 
sides remain deadlocked on how get the $1.2 trillion in deficit 
reduction to undo the sequester. 

Democrats say that Republicans refuse to budge on 
increasing taxes, while Republicans accuse Democrats of 
being unwilling to tackle entitlements. 

“It is a game,” Panetta lectured the lawmakers on 
Tuesday. “Because on one side, people will defend not 
touching revenues, which need to be part of the deal. On the 
other side, there are those that will defend not touching 
entitlements, which have to be part of the deal. If you want a 
deal with the size deficits that this county’s facing, you better 
put everything on the table.” 

Senate Budget Committee Chairman Kent Conrad (D-
N.D.) said Tuesday that he wanted to look at both entitlements 
and tax increases to balance the budget, but said additional 
defense cuts would be needed. 

“We’re going to have to have additional savings if we’re 
really going to deal with the debt threat confronting the 
country,” Conrad said. 

Conrad told Panetta “we’ve heard you loud and clear” 
that sequestration goes too far, but he asked the Defense 
secretary if there were a smaller number that would be 
acceptable to cut beyond the $487 billion already planned. 
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Panetta said that stability was needed in the long-term 
defense budget. “For now, what we have put in place I think 
represents an important step that we should stick to,” Panetta 
said. 

Panetta has defended the 2013 defense budget, which 
reduces base Pentagon spending to $525 billion from $530 
billion in 2012. The budget cuts more than 100,000 troops, 
kills several weapons systems early and calls for two new 
rounds of base closures. 

Panetta and Dempsey have said the cuts do lead to more 
risk, but that it’s an acceptable level of risk. Sequestration, 
they say, is not. 

Sen. Jeff Sessions (R-Ala.), the ranking member on the 
Senate Budget Committee, said he did not want to reverse the 
amount of deficit reduction included in sequestration, but said 
the cuts had to come from other areas. 

“We just can’t balance this budget on the back of the 
Defense Department,” Sessions said. 

Sessions said that sequestration was added to the budget 
at the last minute with very little debate. He called it “a direct 
result of unsustained debt, and it does threaten our national 
security if we don’t break that cycle.” 

Sen. Lindsey Graham (R-S.C.), who has been a critic of 
both the 2013 budget and sequestration, gave credit to Panetta 
and Dempsey on Tuesday for stating the threat of 
sequestration so clearly. 

Then he asked Panetta if he’d go one step further to 
protest the cuts. 

“Would you be willing to consider resigning if you were 
ordered to implement sequestration?” Graham asked. 

“Well, I’m not going to go there, because— ” Panetta 
responded, before Graham cut him off. 

“I wouldn’t want you to,” Graham said. “I think you’ve 
been one heck of a secretary of Defense.” 

Return to Index 
 

3. Asia-Pacific Shift Will Improve Relations, Commander Says 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 28 FEB 12) ... Lisa Daniel 

WASHINGTON – The Defense Department’s new 
strategic shift toward the Asia-Pacific region will solidify 
longstanding partnerships, build on newer ones, and allow the 
military to address security challenges in the area, the 
commander of U. S. Pacific Command said today. 

Navy Adm. Robert F. Willard outlined the command’s 
budget priorities to the Senate Armed Services Committee. 
Willard noted it was his last planned testimony before the 
committee before his impending retirement. 

The PACOM region covers half the globe, including 36 
nations, and contains most of the world’s great national 
powers, Willard noted. The U.S. military has five strong 
partners in the area – Australia, Japan, South Korea, the 
Philippines and Thailand – and is advancing important 
relations in India and throughout Southeast Asia, he said. 

As evidenced by PACOM’s March 2011 response to the 
earthquake, tsunami and nuclear meltdown in Japan, Willard 
said, the command’s close cooperation with its partners, as 
well as its interoperable military systems, make it a quick and 
solid reaction force in the most difficult situations. 

North Korea continues to threaten stability in the Asia-
Pacific region, and there is no indication that its new leader, 
Kim Jong Un, will break from the totalitarian leadership of his 
deceased father, Kim Jong Il, Willard said. “He is a Kim,” 
surrounded by the guidance of older relatives, he added. 

Meanwhile, China “continues to be a challenge at many 
levels,” the admiral said. Military-to-military relations “are not 
what they should be” with China, although they are 
progressing, he said. China’s army “is advancing capabilities 
at an impressive rate,” he said, and continues to challenge 
other Pacific nations in the sea, air and space. 

“It’s growth unabated,” he said. “They continue to grow 
capabilities in virtually all areas.” 

There has been increasing demand from Asia-Pacific 
nations for the U.S. military to reposition itself there after 
pulling away during 10 years of war in Iraq and Afghanistan, 
Willard said. While U.S. air and sea power stayed relatively 
stable, he said, ground forces were reduced by 10 percent. 

“The amount of encouragement that has come from 
virtually all actors in the region for U.S. staying power and 
increased engagement in the region was the perception in the 
past decade that our presence was diminished,” he said. “That 
refrain has not stopped.” 

Asia-Pacific nations broadly recognize that the U.S. 
military will downsize after 10 years of war, as it historically 
has done, and that the country’s debt and deficit problems will 
affect the amount of resources it can devote to the region, the 
admiral said. 

Willard also said he is not concerned about a drawdown 
of aircraft and other assets, because the recommendations 
were built on sound military strategy. That said, he added, 
military leaders must keep a watchful eye that the 
repositioning remains in keeping with operational needs. 

One of many needs of the U.S. military in the Pacific 
region is maritime security and access, Willard said. About 
$5.3 trillion in commerce flows through the South China Sea -
- much of it belonging to the United States – and at least six 
Asian nations struggle to control it, said he noted. 

“What makes China unique is that they’ve laid claim to 
virtually all of” the maritime routes around Asia, and continue 
to challenge military and commercial ships, Willard added. 

Still, he added, even as power struggles ensue, 
particularly in Southeast Asia, “from a regional, economic 
standpoint, China’s rise has benefitted us all.” China is the No. 
1 trading part of most of the Pacific nations, he said. 

An increasing U.S. presence in the Asia-Pacific region is 
not just about the economy, but also about the growth of 
democracies there, the admiral said. “There are a lot of U.S. 
values that are highly regarded in the region, and our form of 
governance is one of them,” he said. 

The admiral said he is aware of a proposal to put one of 
three pre-positioned Marine Corps squadrons in the Pacific on 
decreased readiness status, but said they will not be on Guam 
or Diego Garcia. The 2012 National Defense Authorization 
Act requires the Marine Corps commandant and secretary of 
defense to certify that the change will not affect readiness. 



 8

He also said the United States is at a disadvantage by not 
signing on to the Convention on the Law of the Sea Treaty. 
Willard noted that the United States has adhered to the legal 
framework of the treaty since 1994, and believes that elements 
of the convention, namely commercial provisions, that caused 
it to be set aside in the 1980s “have all been corrected.” 

“This is so important,” he said. “We believe strongly that 
the United States must have a voice in this and a seat at the 
table,” noting that China is involved in the process. 

Broadcast Clip - Navy Talks More On Focus Of Asia-
Pacific Region 

(WVEC ABC NORFOLK 28 FEB 12) Mike Gooding 
NORFOLK -- Shifting more U.S. military to the Asia-

Pacific region could mean the loss of jobs for Hampton Roads. 
On Tuesday, the commander of the U.S. Pacific Fleet told 

lawmakers that America does indeed need to concentrate on 
that side of the globe, and for the first time, there is an 
explanation for why the U.S. is suddenly so focused on the 
Pacific. 

"What's most important is that we put the ships where 
they'll do the most good, and we think that the Asia-Pacific 
region is one of those areas of the world where that will 
happen. The Middle East is going to require our attention, 

too," said Admiral Robert Willard, U.S. Pacific Fleet 
commander. "It's not only vast and inherently maritime, but as 
a consequence of its economic importance to the United States 
and our allies and partners and many of the challenges 
associated there, it places a particular demand on maritime 
assets." 

Willard told the Senate Armed Services Committee that 
with big defense cuts coming and with the Navy fleet standing 
at 283 ships, it'll be a big job but one the Navy can do. 

The Chief of Naval Operations has pledged to home port 
an additional aircraft carrier in San Diego to fortify the U.S. 
increasing focus on the Asia-Pacific region; although, it hasn't 
been made clear where that ship might move from. With five 
carriers currently based in Hampton Roads, Naval Station 
Norfolk seems like an obvious candidate. 

Estimates are such a move would cost Hampton Roads 
6,000 jobs and $425 million in annual revenue. 

Meanwhile, Secretary of the Navy Ray Mabus was in 
Jacksonville, Florida on Tuesday. Two weeks ago, the Navy 
suspended efforts to move a carrier to nearby Naval Station 
Mayport. Mabus said the delay of sending a carrier to Mayport 
is a deferral, not an end. 

View Clip (RT: 2:09) 
Return to Index 
 

4. F-35, LCS Critical For Asia-Pacific Mission, PACOM Chief Says 
(DEFENSE DAILY 28 FEB 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

The F-35 Joint Strike Fighter will be critical for future 
missions in the Asia-Pacific and will be closely watched to 
determine whether it can live up to the capabilities needed in 
the region, Adm. Robert Willard, the chief of U.S. Pacific 
Command, said yesterday. 

"We are all somewhat concerned long term to see that the 
F-35, in its development, provides the kind of capabilities to 
our Air Force, Navy and Maine Corps that it was designed to," 
Willard told the Senate Armed Services Committee (SASC). 
"So (we're) very interested to see that program remain healthy 
and deliver to the capabilities that we require." 

Willard said he was satisfied with the number of F-22s in 
the military's arsenal over the "short term" but that other 
nations are developing fifth generation capabilities and the F-
35 is imperative for future air superiority. 

"If we require to be dominant in the air in the event of a 
contingency then certainly the fifth generation fighter 
capability is part of that equation," he said. 

The Lockheed Martin -built F-35 has been plagued by 
developmental problems, cost overruns and delays, prompting 
the Pentagon to restructure the program for the third time to 
slow down production. The Pentagon announced earlier this 
month it was removing 179 of the planes from the five-year 
procurement plan beginning in fiscal 2013. 

Willard, who is set to retire from the military in March, 
was making his final appearance before SASC. President 
Barack Obama has nominated Adm. 

Samuel Locklear, the commander of U.S. naval forces in 
Europe and Africa, to succeed Willard. 

During his testimony, Willard was asked about another 
acquisition program that has also been subjected to criticism: 

the Littoral Combat Ship (LCS). Willard said that if the ship 
and its countermine measures, surface warfare and anti-
submarine mission modules develop as expected, the LCS will 
play a vital role in the Asia Pacific. 

"The ship has attributes that certainly we favor out there, 
including its speed, capacity and shallow draft," he said. "So if 
the mission modules are properly adapted it will have a wide 
range of capabilities that can be used in contingency or 
peacetime." 

Willard, who interacts regularly with the political and 
military leadership in countries within his area of 
responsibility, said he has faced questions as to whether the 
United States can meets its commitment to increase focus on 
the Asia-Pacific region at a time of declining defense budgets. 
The Budget Control Act of 2011 calls for a $487-billion 
reduction in defense spending over the next decade as part of a 
plan to address the nation's fiscal woes. 

Willard said there was widespread understanding that 
spending levels would drop following the conclusion of wars 
in Iraq and Afghanistan, but the austerity measures have raised 
additional questions in the region that can be addressed by 
optimizing the global posture of U.S. forces. 

"It has raised questions and we are asked to clarify how in 
the reduced budget environment that's being widely publicized 
that we will meet all requirements in the Asia-Pacific region," 
Willard said. "And again, I would offer that the answer to that 
is, regardless of the adjustments in force structure that take 
place, how we place that force structure, bias that force 
structure in the regions of the world that matter most is I think 
in the end what will answer" that question, he said. 

Return to Index 
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5. Transition Benefits: NPC Officials To Discuss Post-ERB Matters In Norfolk Area 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 28 FEB 12) ... Navy Personnel Command Public Affairs 

MILLINGTON, Tenn. -- Representatives from Navy 
Personnel Command's fleet engagement team will meet with 
Sailors, families and leadership at Norfolk area bases March 5 
- 8 to discuss Post Enlisted Retention Board (ERB) matters 
and transition assistance efforts available for ERB affected 
Sailors. 

"We're providing face-to-face interaction with the Sailors 
and spouses affected by ERB and the commands that support 
them so these Sailors have a better understanding of the 
policies, procedures and transition benefits related to ERB," 
said Fleet Engagement Team Leader Capt. Steve Holmes, 
director, community management branch, Bureau of Naval 
Personnel. Topics covered include Involuntary Separation Pay 
eligibility and application procedures, Selected Reserve and 
Ready Reserve Affiliation, Temporary Early Retirement 
Authority and other transition benefits. 

The fleet engagement team is composed of 
representatives from the enlisted distribution division, enlisted 
community management division, career development 
program and the Navy's ERB transition assistance coordinator. 
They will conduct all-hands briefs at the following Norfolk 
area locations: 

 Naval Station Norfolk, March 5-6 

 Naval Air Station Oceana, March 7 

 Joint Expeditionary Base Little Creek-Fort Story, 
March 8 

The team will be accompanied by representatives from 
Challenger, Gray and Christmas (CGC), an employment 
outplacement firm contracted by the Navy to provide 

personalized career coaching and job search assistance to ERB 
affected Sailors. CGC representatives will meet one-on-one 
with ERB affected Sailors and their spouses to develop an 
individually tailored job search based on individual 
qualifications, experience and abilities. CGC will craft 
resumes for and provide personalized job search coaching to 
aid in transition. 

"Challenger, Gray and Christmas consider it our mission 
to support these Sailors through their job search process and to 
help them land a job," said CGC representative, Mike 
McCalip, executive director, Herdt-CGC. 

The all-hands briefs are geared for Sailors not retained by 
the ERB. Spouses are encouraged to attend the all-hands 
sessions. 

The fleet engagement team will also conduct a leadership 
roundtable for commanding officers and their command teams 
at each site for commands that have ERB affected Sailors. 

"It is imperative that every leader in the chain of 
command take an active role in the transition process to ensure 
each Sailor is optimally prepared," said Holmes. 

Sailors should contact their command career counselor for 
local briefing times and locations. 

ERB affected Sailors who have not yet signed up for CGC 
free service may contact CGC representative via e-mail at 
CGCUSNavy@challengergray.com. 

For more information about transition benefits visit the 
Transition Assistance Web Page available under the Hot Links 
section of the Navy Personnel Command at 
www.npc.navy.mil. 

Return to Index 
 

6. EOD Officer Receives Invitation To The White House 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 28 FEB 12) ... Chief Mass Communication Specialist Kristen D. Loeding, Navy Expeditionary Combat 
Command Public Affairs 

VIRGINIA BEACH, Va. -- The operations officer for 
Explosive Ordnance Disposal Mobile Unit (EOD MU) 12, was 
selected to attend a dinner at the White House Feb. 29 to 
honor Armed Forces members who served in Operation Iraqi 
Freedom and Operation Enduring Freedom and their families. 

Lt. Ben Kostka has been in the Navy nine years and has 
completed three deployments in support of Operations 
Enduring and Iraqi Freedom; two to Iraq serving as officer in 
charge of an EOD detachment and a riverine detachment, and 
one to Afghanistan serving as the operations officer for Task 
Force Paladin Southwest. Task Force Paladin Southwest is an 
EOD mobile unit. 

EOD mobile units provide deployable command and 
control for expeditionary and combat EOD operations in 
support of joint, naval or combined task force commanders. 
EOD personnel are highly trained, skilled warriors who are 
experts in explosives, diving, parachuting, weapons, and small 
unit tactics. They render safe all types of explosive hazards, 
including conventional ordnance, improvised explosive 
devices and weapons of mass destruction. 

Kostka said his first deployment in 2007 was challenging. 
"I had three months to work-up and prepare for that 

deployment after reporting to EOD MU2, which is short 
considering the state of Iraq in 2007." 

In his later deployments he was more comfortable and 
looked to build relationships with local forces. 

"In 2009 I worked with the Iraqi Coastal Border Guard, 
training them on small boat tactics. It's not necessarily a 
mission you're trained to do before you deploy, so you have to 
adapt and improvise as you attempt to build up their skill level 
and teach them how to take the lead in operations," said 
Kostka. "It's a tough balance to play that role for the military, 
since there's little training that we receive prior to deploying 
on building the capabilities and capacity of partner nation 
forces." 

Kostka has earned the Combat Action Ribbon, the Iraqi 
Campaign Medal and the Afghan Campaign Medal for his 
service during his deployments. 

According to the White House, nearly 200 people have 
been invited to the formal dinner. The group of invitees 
represents America; they come from each state and territory in 
the nation and come from diverse backgrounds, all services 
and all ranks. 

"I feel honored to represent the Navy's EOD community 
and the state of Pennsylvania," said Kostka. 

Return to Index 
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CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
7. Special Operations To Do More With Less 
Effect on units raises concerns 
(WASHINGTON TIMES 28 FEB 12) ... Kristina Wong 

The Obama administration’s increasing reliance on 
special operations forces with a stagnant budget has sparked 
concern among the elite units that they will be asked to do too 
much with too little. 

The forces will be conducting missions in 120 countries 
by year’s end, up from about 75 currently. This activity is 
increasing as the U.S. Special Operations Command’s budget 
is set to remain flat. 

The command’s fiscal 2013 budget request is $10.4 
billion - essentially the same as its current budget. In 2011, its 
budget was $12.1 billion. 

Defense Secretary Leon E. Panetta said last month that as 
U.S. troops gradually withdraw from the war in Afghanistan, 
there will be “more opportunities for special operations forces 
to assist and advise our partners in other regions.” 

“There is some concern that the SOF community is not 
going to be robust enough to maintain these high-demand 
operations indefinitely,” said retired Lt. Gen. David Barno, a 
former Army Ranger and former commander of U.S. and 
coalition forces in Afghanistan. 

In a Feb. 14 Foreign Policy article titled “SOF Power,” 
Gen. Barno said the Obama administration has not adequately 
addressed important questions about the impact on the culture 
of special operations forces. 

Dedicated Support 
For instance, high demand for special operations over the 

past decade has contributed to a shortage of adequate support, 
such as helicopters dedicated to special operations forces, he 
said. 

In August, 30 troops, including 22 Navy SEALs, were 
killed in Afghanistan when Taliban fighters shot down their 
helicopter - a Chinook, which typically is used for heavy 
transport and flown by a conventional crew. 

Although the type of helicopter and crew had nothing to 
do with the shootdown, Gen. Barno said, it only makes sense 
that highly trained specialized troops should deploy into 
combat in an helicopter dedicated for special operations. 

“You always want to fight with the same people you train 
with,” said Gen. Barno, now a senior fellow and adviser at the 
Center for a New American Security. 

According to a recent Congressional Research Service 
report, the special operations forces may expect even less 
support. 

“In light of anticipated ground-force cuts, the services 
might be hard-pressed to establish and dedicate enabling units 
to support [Special Operations Command] while at the same 
time providing support in-kind to general purpose forces,” the 
Jan. 11 report stated. 

Special Operations Command, based in Tampa, Fla., has 
about 66,000 military and civilian personnel. At any given 
time, 54,000 are training or redeploying, and 12,000 are 
deployed around the world. About 9,000 are in Afghanistan. 

The command expects to add about 8,800 troops over the 
next four years - 2,500 this year, 2,300 in 2013, and 2,000 in 
2014 and 2015. 

The selection process can take weeks, and training 
generally takes at least two years, so the new troops will not 
provide immediate relief for the majority of special operators 
that are deployed. 

‘It Has Taken A Toll’ 
With the forces spread out around the world, the Obama 

administration also is counting on them to train Afghan 
national security forces in the war zone. 

“As the conventional Army and Marines begin to draw 
down in Afghanistan, they will get a bit of a breather. But 
Special Operations Forces won’t. They will continue to carry 
the fight,” said Gen. Barno. 

In the aftermath of the Sept. 11 terror attacks, Special 
Operations Command has raced to keep pace with soaring 
demand for its services: Its personnel numbers have nearly 
doubled, its budget has tripled and the number of its 
deployments has quadrupled. 

After all, the forces perform a wide range of combat and 
noncombat missions - reconnaissance and surveillance, 
hostage rescue and recovery, special security, civil affairs, 
education and training - most often in hostile or sensitive 
territory. 

It is not uncommon for special operations troops to have 
deployed to Iraq and Afghanistan more than 10 times over the 
past decade, as well as participating in deployments to other 
places, such as Colombia or the Philippines. 

“The pace of deployments for the past decade has been 
relentless,” said the wife of a special operations member who 
asked to remain anonymous so as not to identify her husband. 
“Our lives have been a nonstop roller coaster of deployments 
and reintegrations, and it has taken a toll on both of us and 
certainly on our marriage and on his relationship with our 
children.” 

She said that for most of the past decade, she and her 
husband have spent less than six months together between 
deployments, and those months were usually filled with 
training trips that also took him away from the home. 

“Many of our friends in the special operations community 
have gotten divorced, several of the Special Forces wives I 
know have attempted suicide, and many of the children in our 
community have exhibited serious behavioral and emotional 
problems,” she said. 

Gen. Barno said: “Conventional forces can look ahead 
and see the light at the end of the tunnel, but special operators 
look ahead and see the continued demand as far as they can 
see. They can’t see a light at the end of the tunnel.” 

Last month, Navy Adm. William McRaven, commander 
of Special Operations Command, sent an email to special 
operations members and their families, and later toured several 
installations to discuss quality-of-life issues. 

He has pledged to improve the predictability of 
deployments for individuals. A task force, created by Navy 
Adm. Eric Olson, former commander of special operations, is 
looking into what programs exist to help the special operations 
community. 
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“Ensuring the health of U.S. Special Operations 
Command - that means doing everything possible to take care 

of its service members and their families - is a top priority,” 
said Pentagon spokesman James Gregory. 
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8. Stennis Coming Home: Sailors Returning From A Busy Deployment 
(KITSAP SUN (WA) 28 FEB 12) ... Ed Friedrich 

PACIFIC OCEAN — The USS John C. Stennis "shifted 
colors" Tuesday morning, meaning it's under way for 
Bremerton and Sailors no longer have to salute or wear hats. 

Land is rarely visible as the huge aircraft carrier, which 
left San Diego's Naval Base Coronado at 10 a.m., flies up the 
Pacific Coast. The ship's official maximum speed is 30-plus 
knots. Two nuclear reactors can propel it faster, but just how 
much faster the Navy won't say. 

It's hauling now, so it can slow down later in case it needs 
to pick its way through high seas later, Capt. Ron Reis, 
Stennis commander, told 504 family members and friends 
along for a Tiger Cruise. The flight deck has been "secured," 
or closed, because of high winds until Wednesday, when the 
ship slows down and it reopens for an air show. 

Planes won't be coming from the Stennis. Its air wing, 
including planes based all the way up at Whidbey Island, flew 
off Sunday before the ship arrived in San Diego. 

Stennis is wrapping up a seven-month deployment to the 
Middle East and Western Pacific during which it launched 
planes into Iraq and Afghanistan; rescued Iranian fishermen 
from Somali pirates; and passed through the Strait of Hormuz 
just as Iran was threatening to shut it down. 

"We flew 1,000-plus missions over Afghanistan and had 
our way with the insurgents," said Adm. Craig Faller, strike 
group commander. "We left it a better place than we found it." 

He said 15 pirates who had boarded an Iranian fishing 
boat and were holding the fishermen hostage "were some 
tough hombres," but not very bright. 

"They were probably the dumbest pirates in the history of 
the world for tangling with the greatest carrier in the world, 
the John C. Stennis," Faller said. 

Tiger Cruisers can visit the brig where the pirates were 
held. The pirates have been transferred to the aircraft carrier 

USS Carl Vinson, which is now in the Middle East, while it's 
decided what to do with them. 

There's much international law involved in anti-piracy. 
Cmdr. Shane Cooper, judge advocate general (attorney) for 
the strike group, provided legal advice during the incident. 
The Port Orchard resident said it was the most exciting part of 
the deployment for him. 

"It was definitely a challenge," said Cooper, who had 9-
year-old son Adam with him Tuesday on the flight deck as 
Stennis left San Diego. "We were asked to adapt on the fly to 
a dynamic situation. Once we detained them, we did an 
investigation to support future prosecution." 

Jose Torreshernandez, a hospital corpsman, helped screen 
the pirates' health. He said they weren't combative and didn't 
carry any contagious ailments. But they weren't his highlight. 
That would be morning sick call, which ran for hours each 
morning."It was pretty hectic throughout the deployment," 
said Torreshernandez, of Silverdale, who was joined by 9-
year-old son Manny and buddy Nick of Oak Harbor. "It's just 
never-ending. Keeping them well is the main thing. Their 
health runs the ship." 

The highlight for electrician mate Craig Combs, who 
works with electronics on catapult and arresting gear, was 
making more than 13,000 launches and recoveries with no 
accidents or discrepancies. His mother and father, Marvin and 
Jackie Combs of Dallas, joined him on the Tiger Cruise. 

What air damage controlman David Best, who lives on 
base in Bremerton, will remember is just being at sea. 

"It's definitely something I'm never going to forget," he 
said. "It's just nice to enjoy the ocean, look at the horizon and 
see the sun come up and go down." 
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9. Revolutionary Gator Earns Battle "E" - Again! 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 29 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Marcus Stanley, USS Bonhomme Richard Public 
Affairs 

USS BONHOMME RICHARD, At Sea -- Amphibious 
assault ship USS Bonhomme Richard (LHD 6) earned the 
Battle "E" award for the second consecutive year Feb. 27 for 
its performance, demonstrating the highest state of battle 
readiness in 2011. 

The award, announced via naval message, recognizes 
sustained superior performance in an operational environment 
as a command and several significant achievements for 
excellence such as maritime warfare, 
engineering/survivability, command and control and logistics 
management. The command must then be nominated by their 
immediate superior in command. 

"This achievement represents the culmination of the 
crew's superb efforts to excel at each certification, inspection 
and operational event," said Capt. Chuck Litchfield, 
Bonhomme Richard's commanding officer. "We were able to 

hit the ground running coming out of DPMA because our 
integrated maintenance team set us up for success. The crew 
put their sweat and energy into making this ship what it is 
today. Earning this award is a fitting, final way of marking a 
legacy of excellence as we deliver the Navy's finest war ship 
to the crew of USS Essex in Japan." 

Sixteen different areas are considered in the competition 
such as a ship's performance during training exercises, 
weapons inspections and tactical readiness. The evaluation in 
a yearlong process and demands demonstrated excellence and 
superior achievement during certifications and qualifications 
throughout the year. 

Commands earning the achievement may display a white 
"E" with a black shadow in a prominent position, as well as 
uniform ribbons noting the achievement. 

Return to Index 
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10. Navy Dive-Southern Partnership Station 2012 Starts Off In Colombia 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 28 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Kathleen A. Gorby, Navy Dive-Southern 
Partnership Station 2012 Public Affairs 

CARTAGENA, Colombia -- The Colombian navy hosted 
a welcoming ceremony for Mobile Diving and Salvage Unit 
(MDSU) 2 in support of Navy Dive-Southern Partnership 
Station 2012 (ND-SPS 12) in Colombia, Feb. 27. 

The ND-SPS 12 mission is a multinational partnership 
engagement designed to increase interoperability and partner 
nation capacity through diving operations. 

MDSU 2, Company 2-1, based in Little Creek, Va., is 
supporting the mission as subject matter experts during the 
engagement.    

"We are concentrating on developing interoperability with 
other countries," said Chief Warrant Officer Timothy O'Neal, 
MDSU 2, Company 2-1 officer in charge. "Developing these 

relations will help us work together more effectively in the 
future." 

After the welcoming ceremony, divers assigned to MDSU 
2, Company 2-1 conducted subject matter expert exchanges 
(SMEEs) to the foreign divers on surface supply diving, 
chamber operations and dive medicine. 

"I'm excited to work with the other nations, it gives us a 
chance to teach as well as learn from other divers," said Navy 
Diver 1st Class Joseph Jenkins, MDSU 2 Company 2-1, 
leading petty officer. 

MDSU 2, Company 2-1 will conduct dive operations with 
the divers of several Caribbean, Central and South American 
countries, trading tactics and sharing experiences. 
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GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
11. U.S. Commander: Friction With China Ebbing 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 28 FEB 12) ... Shaun Tandon 

WASHINGTON — A top U.S. commander said Tuesday 
that China has been entering fewer confrontations with its 
neighbors as he credited a firm line by Washington and its 
allies with changing Beijing's thinking. 

President Barack Obama's administration has put a 
growing focus on Asia, stepping up trade ties and moving to 
maintain the strength of U.S. forces in the region despite 
overall cuts to the military budget. 

But Admiral Robert Willard, the outgoing head of the 
U.S. Pacific Command which covers Asia, offered 
conciliatory words toward China in an appearance before 
Congress, saying that Beijing's rise was in the U.S. interest. 

"We've seen fewer confrontations in 2012 than we did in 
previous years. 2010 was quite landmark in terms of the 
confrontations" in the South China Sea, Willard told the 
Senate Armed Services Committee. 

Willard said that China -- whose military spending has 
been sharply rising in recent years -- was still actively staking 
claims and challenging vessels that conduct operations in the 
hotly disputed waters. 

But he said that "very strong statements" by Secretary of 
State Hillary Clinton, former defense secretary Robert Gates 
and members of the 10-nation Association of Southeast Asian 
Nations likely made an impression on China. 

The public comments "I think took China aback and has 
caused them to reconsider that particular approach to their 
South China Sea claims," Willard said. 

"They are endeavoring to continue to pursue it, but in a 
more thoughtful manner," Willard said in response to a 
question from the Senate committee. 

Clinton, during a visit to Vietnam in July 2010, declared 
that the United States had an active interest in "freedom of 
navigation" in the South China Sea, where six nations hold 
competing and often overlapping claims. 

The United States has also stepped up cooperation with 
Vietnam and the Philippines, which had both accused China of 

harassing their ships at sea, and plans to station troops in 
Australia. 

The Obama administration has also stepped up pressure 
on trade, on Tuesday setting up a new agency to crack down 
on what the United States sees as unfair practices. 

China has accused the United States of interference. Last 
month, Chinese state-controlled media said Beijing should 
impose sanctions on the Philippines over its offer to allow 
more U.S. troops on its soil. 

Some conservative critics of Obama have accused him of 
encouraging bellicose actions by China by putting too much 
focus on cooperation with the rising Asian power at the start 
of his term. 

Mitt Romney, a Republican candidate hoping to challenge 
Obama in U.S. elections in November, has said that Obama 
was a "near supplicant" to Beijing who has "only encouraged 
Chinese assertiveness and made allies question our staying 
power in East Asia." 

Asked about China's rise, Willard told senators that 
Southeast Asian nations, despite their disputes with Beijing, 
wanted strong economic and other relations both with China 
and the United States. 

"China's economic growth has benefited the entire region 
and has certainly benefited the United States and our 
economic ties to China. So I think it would be unfair to imply 
that China's influence in Southeast Asia should only be 
regarded from the standpoint of the challenge that it poses," 
Willard said. 

Willard said that the U.S. presence in the South China Sea 
was vital as some $5.3 trillion in trade flow through the region 
each year, around one-fifth of it in U.S. commerce. 

"The U.S. military must be present there to ensure the 
security of those sea lines of communication and that 
important economic commerce for the United States and for 
our regional allies and partners," Willard said. 
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12. U.S. Commander Admits Conditions On N. Korea Aid 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 28 FEB 12) ... Shaun Tandon 

WASHINGTON — A U.S. commander acknowledged 
Tuesday that Washington has linked food aid for North Korea 
to progress on military issues, saying the impoverished 
communist state needs to halt its nuclear program. 

The U.S. State Department has repeatedly denied it is 
tying politics to North Korea's requests for food and insisted it 
is only assessing humanitarian needs, amid reports by 
Christian aid groups of widespread hunger. 

But Admiral Robert Willard, head of U.S. Pacific 
Command, which covers Asia, outlined the conditions to food 
aid as he testified before Congress, where many lawmakers 
are skeptical of assistance to the hostile country. 

"There are conditions that are going along with the 
negotiations with regard to the extent of food aid," Willard 
told the Senate Armed Services Committee. 

Willard said "preconditions" for assistance "now include 
discussions of cessation of nuclearization and ballistic missile 
testing and the allowance of IAEA perhaps back into 
Yongbyon." 

North Korea in 2009 kicked inspectors from the 
International Atomic Energy Agency -- the UN nuclear 
watchdog -- out of Yongbyon, the communist regime's key 
nuclear facility that was vital in developing atomic weapons. 

The United States and North Korea last week held talks in 
Beijing aimed at resuming moribund six-nation nuclear 
negotiations. Washington has demanded Pyongyang commit 
to previous agreements on giving up its nuclear weapons. 

State Department spokeswoman Victoria Nuland said 
Monday that there would not be any deal to resume food aid in 
return for nuclear progress, telling reporters: "The United 
States does not link these issues." 

The Beijing talks marked the first formal contact between 
Washington and Pyongyang since the December death of 
North Korea's leader Kim Jong-Il, who was succeeded by his 
young and untested son Kim Jong-Un. 

Willard said the U.S. military was watching closely for 
any "signs of instability or evidence that the leadership 
transition is faltering." 

"For the time-being, the succession appears to be on 
course," Willard said. 

The U.S. commander said the younger Kim was 
surrounded by his father's aides and will likely "continue to 
pursue his father's coercive strategy," which includes the 
pursuit of nuclear weapons and complete control at home. 

Five U.S. aid groups, most with a Christian orientation, 
visited North Korea last year and warned that food shortages 
were already so severe that some people were eating grass. 

Some U.S. lawmakers and South Korean officials accuse 
the North of exaggerating its needs to secure food. U.S. 
diplomats say any American aid would likely consist of baby 
food and other items the military cannot easily divert. 

Willard was asked about food aid by Republican Senator 
Roger Wicker of Mississippi, who questioned if North Korea 
was being "sincere and truthful" and said he had a "healthy 
degree of skepticism" on Pyongyang's intentions. 

President Barack Obama's Democratic administration has 
been suspicious of North Korea but also wants to keep open 
dialogue, fearful that a breakdown in communication could 
aggravate tensions. 

In October, the two countries agreed to resume the search 
for the remains believed to be in North Korea of some 5,500 
U.S. servicemen missing from the 1950-53 Korean War. 

Willard said that a U.S. ship was now in Nampo on North 
Korea's west coast offloading "a first wave of equipment" to 
restart the joint operations, which Washington had suspended 
in 2005 amid mounting tension. 

Willard promised the senators he would look after "the 
security for the personnel" and make sure that North Korea 
honors the terms of the 2011 accord. 

The commander testified that North Korea "continues to 
pose one of the most likely and persistent threats to the United 
States" and its allies. 
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13. Seeking Regional Stability, Singapore Deepens U.S. Ties 
(WORLD POLITICS REVIEW 28 FEB 12) 

The U.S. and Singapore held their first strategic partners 
dialogue in Washington in January. In an email interview, See 
Seng Tan, the deputy director of the Institute of Defense and 
Strategic Studies at Nanyang Technological University in 
Singapore, discussed the strategic relationship between the 
U.S. and Singapore. 

WPR: What motivated the recent push to step up 
bilateral ties? 

See Seng Tan: The most significant recent development 
in bilateral ties are the negotiations between the U.S. and 
Singapore to allow the U.S. Navy to base a number of littoral 
combat ships in Singapore. The move has been seen, 
especially by China, as an indication of U.S. readiness to 
intervene in territorial disputes in the South China Sea. 
Although Singapore is not a party to those disputes, the South 
China Sea is a vital commercial lifeline for Southeast Asia’s 
economies, and Singapore shares America’s interest in 
preserving freedom of navigation in regional waters. 

Moreover, despite being a close trading partner of China, 
Singapore has long insisted on the need to maintain a stable 
regional balance of power. Its leaders have long believed that 
a strong U.S. strategic presence in Southeast Asia is an 
essential public good; from the Cold War to the present, the 
Singapore government has consistently sought to convince 
every U.S. administration, whether Democrat or Republican, 
that America belongs in Asia. 

Finally, having U.S. assets close by is useful, given that 
Singapore’s present-day security agenda runs the gamut from 
piracy and possible maritime terrorism to disaster 
management. 

WPR: What has the military relationship between the 
U.S. and Singapore been historically, and how is that 
changing? 

Tan: The military relationship between the U.S. and 
Singapore has expanded and deepened over the years. As 
David Adelman, U.S. ambassador to Singapore, noted last 
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year in a public address, the core of the multifaceted bilateral 
relationship is in fact military-to-military ties. In 1990, 
Washington and Singapore inked an Access Memorandum of 
Understanding that has been instrumental in sustaining a U.S. 
strategic presence in Southeast Asia after the closure of U.S. 
military bases in the Philippines in 1991 and 1992. Established 
in 1992, the U.S. Navy’s Commander, Logistics Group, 
Western Pacific assists in fleet support and coordinates 
bilateral naval exercises in Southeast Asia from a military 
“place” -- not a base -- in northern Singapore. Singapore also 
served as a transit point for U.S. military aircraft en route to 
Iraq and Kuwait during the Gulf War. The Changi Naval Base, 
which officially opened in 2004, is big enough to 
accommodate U.S. Navy-size aircraft carriers. In 2005, the 
two countries signed a Strategic Framework Agreement to 
expand defense and security cooperation. In addition, 
Singapore air force units are based in the U.S. for training 
purposes, and the Singapore Armed Forces have also actively 
participated in a number of Asia-Pacific-based military 
exercises initiated by the U.S. 

Discussing the relationship with the U.S. in a press 
interview during a visit to Washington in 2010, Singaporean 
Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong noted, “We’d like this to 
continue. We see it not just as a tactical convenience but as a 
fundamental confluence of interests.” 

WPR: How will a closer relationship with the U.S. 
affect Singapore's standing in the region, especially in 
relation to China? 

Tan: China was Singapore’s second-largest trading 
partner in 2010, and the third-largest in 2011. Singapore 
invests heavily in China in iconic projects such as the Suzhou 
Industrial Park and, more recently, the Tianjin Eco-city. A 
closer relationship with the U.S. could alter Singapore’s 
economic and political ties with China. At the same time, 
Singapore has long positioned itself as a middleman and 
honest broker vis-à-vis China and the U.S. Despite its close 
ties with the U.S., Singapore rarely hesitates to tell the U.S. 
when it thinks American actions could destabilize the region. 
When Foreign Minister K. Shanmugam visited Washington 
this February to reaffirm and strengthen U.S.-Singapore ties, 
he took the opportunity to warn the U.S. against the use of 
anti-China rhetoric. Such gestures do not escape Beijing’s 
attention. 

As a small state in a region defined by big-power 
multipolarity and competing interests, Singapore has long 
sought to engage all powers rather than bandwagon 
exclusively with any one power. Deepening ties with the U.S. 
is unlikely to cause Singapore to deviate from its broader 
strategy of hedging, which has so far served Singapore’s 
interests reasonably well. 

Return to Index 
 

14. Drone Makers Cashing In As War Tactics Evolve 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 26 FEB 12) ... Bhavan Jaipragas 

SINGAPORE — They are deadly, hard to detect and fast 
becoming one of the most sought-after weapons in the air 
defense industry. 

Global demand for unmanned aerial vehicles (UAVs), 
better known as drones, is heating up as armed forces invest in 
new systems to boost their ability to carry out reconnaissance 
and strikes without putting soldiers’ lives in danger. 

Propelled by a rise in Asian defense budgets, annual 
global spending on UAVs is forecast to almost double from 
the current $5.9 billion to $11.3 billion over the next decade, 
according to U.S.-based defense research firm Teal Group. 
The Asia Pacific is the second largest buyer after the United 
States. 

“Almost every country in the region is trying to get their 
hands on drones or develop their own ... Thailand, India, 
Singapore, Japan, Australia, Korea,” said Jon Grevatt of IHS 
Jane’s Defence Weekly. 

Home to more than half the world’s population, Asia also 
has some of the biggest potential flashpoints from North 
Korea, to the South China Sea, South Asia and Afghanistan. 

“UAVs are necessary in this age when you want to win 
wars and at the same time you want to have less casualties,” 
said Tommy Silberring, who heads the drone division at Israel 
Aerospace Industries (IAI). IAI, which pioneered the 
development of UAV technology for the Israeli military in the 
1970s, was one of several defense manufacturers showing off 
drones at last week’s Singapore Airshow. 

The use of drones rather than manned aircraft helps make 
countries participation in multilateral war efforts more 
palatable to the public, said Silberring, a former Israeli air 
force colonel. 

“You really don’t want to tell your people that you are 
giving the lives of your soldiers for another country,” he told 
AFP at the air show. 

Drones have played a crucial role in recent conflicts, with 
the United States relying on them to strike targets in the 
rugged tribal areas of Pakistan that are strongholds of Taliban 
and al-Qaida operatives. U.S. drones were also used in the 
NATO-led intervention in Libya last year. 

According to IAI, its Heron UAVs are used by 18 
customers around the world, including Singapore’s air force, 
which displayed its Heron 1 at the show. 

The Heron TP — the largest in the Israeli drone arsenal 
with the wingspan of a Boeing 737 passenger jet — is 
purported to have a range of more than7,400 kilometers (4,600 
miles). 

In the United States, homegrown manufacturers such as 
General Atomics and Northrop Grumman look set to benefit 
from the Pentagons recent plans to expand its current fleet of 
7,494 drones by 30 percent. 

According to a congressional report released in January, 
the U.S. military is expected to spend nearly $32 billion on 
new UAVs over the next eight years. 

“Over the next few years, we will definitely see an 
aggressive growth of unmanned systems being used by U.S. 
forces around the world,” said Commander Robert Moss, a 
regional director at the United States Office of Naval Research 
Global. 

“There is a wide range of uses for unmanned systems, 
from surveillance work, gathering atmospheric data to direct 
combat strikes,” he told AFP. 
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This burgeoning demand has spurred Asian manufacturers 
to enter the market, which has long been dominated by Israeli 
and U.S. companies. 

“We want to be in the unmanned arena but we are 
selective because there are already so many big players in the 
industry,” said Patrick Choy, vice president of international 
marketing at ST Engineering, a Singapore-based defense 
manufacturer. 

ST Engineering launched the Skyblade 360, the latest 
addition in a series of mini UAVs, at the airshow. Its 
predecessor, the Skyblade III, is used by the Singapore Armed 
Forces to provide reconnaissance and surveillance for ground 
forces. 

Choy emphasized that ST Engineering had no intention of 
competing with Israeli and U.S. manufacturers to build large 
UAVs. 

“We want to build a niche in the tactical area, where we 
are able to help small units with our UAV technology,” he told 
AFP. “Unless you are a global power, you cannot convince 
customers to buy big UAVs which require supporting 
technology like satellites.” 

India is similarly modest about its Rustom-1 drone, a 
model of which was on display at the trade fair. 

“Our main priority is to enhance the current capability of 
the Rustom ... we have no intentions of exporting it,” said 
Parimal Kumar, a senior official from India’s Defence 
Research and Development Organization. 

IAI’s Silberring is unfazed by the nascent Asian drone 
manufacturers, and said demand for Israeli drones would 
remain high. 

“You just cannot compete with us ... we look 20 years 
ahead to make sure we have products in the market no one 
will have,” he said. 
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15. U.S. Sees Iran Attacks As Likely If Israel Strikes 
(NEW YORK TIMES 28 FEB 12) ... Thom Shanker, Helene Cooper and Ethan Bronner 

WASHINGTON — American officials who have 
assessed the likely Iranian responses to any attack by Israel on 
its nuclear program believe that Iran would retaliate by 
launching missiles on Israel and terrorist-style attacks on 
United States civilian and military personnel overseas. 

While a missile retaliation against Israel would be 
virtually certain, according to these assessments, Iran would 
also be likely to try to calibrate its response against American 
targets so as not to give the United States a rationale for taking 
military action that could permanently cripple Tehran’s 
nuclear program. “The Iranians have been pretty good masters 
of escalation control,” said Gen. James E. Cartwright, now 
retired, who as the top officer at Strategic Command and as 
vice chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff participated in war 
games involving both deterrence and retaliation on potential 
adversaries like Iran. 

The Iranian targets, General Cartwright and other 
American analysts believe, would include petroleum 
infrastructure in the Persian Gulf, and American troops in 
Afghanistan, where Iran has been accused of shipping 
explosives to local insurgent forces. 

Both American and Israeli officials who discussed current 
thinking on the potential ramifications of an Israeli attack 
believe that the last thing Iran would want is a full-scale war 
on its territory. Their analysis, however, also includes the 
broad caveat that it is impossible to know the internal thinking 
of the senior leadership in Tehran, and is informed by the 
awareness that even the most detailed war games cannot 
predict how nations and their leaders will react in the heat of 
conflict. Yet such assessments are not just intellectual 
exercises. Any conclusions on how the Iranians will react to 
an attack will help determine whether the Israelis launch a 
strike — and what the American position will be if they do. 

While evidence suggests that Iran continues to make 
progress toward a nuclear weapons program, American 
intelligence officials believe that there is no hard evidence that 
Iran has decided to build a nuclear bomb. But the possibility 
that Israel will launch a pre-emptive strike has become a focus 
of American policy makers and is expected to be a primary 

topic when Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu of Israel 
meets with President Obama at the White House on Monday. 

In November, Israel’s defense minister, Ehud Barak, said 
any Iranian retaliation for an Israeli attack would be 
“bearable,” and his government’s estimate that Iran is 
engaging in a bluff has been a key element in the heightened 
expectations that Israel is considering a strike. But Iran’s 
highly compartmentalized security services, analysts caution, 
may operate in semi-rogue fashion, following goals that seem 
irrational to planners in Washington. American experts, for 
example, are still puzzled by a suspected Iranian plot last year 
to assassinate the Saudi ambassador in Washington. 

“Once military strikes and counterstrikes begin, you are 
on the tiger’s back,” said Ray Takeyh, a former Obama 
administration national security official who is now at the 
Council on Foreign Relations. “And when on the tiger’s back, 
you cannot always pick the place to dismount.” 

If Israel did attack, officials said, Iran would be foolhardy, 
even suicidal, to invite an overpowering retaliation by directly 
attacking United States military targets — by, for example, 
unleashing its missiles at American bases on the territory of 
Persian Gulf allies. “The balance the Iranians will try to strike 
is doing damage that is sufficiently significant, but just short 
of what it would take for America to invade,” said General 
Cartwright, now at the Center for Strategic and International 
Studies. 

A former Israeli official said the best way to think about 
retaliation against Israel was through a formula he called 
“1991 plus 2006 plus Buenos Aires times 3 or 5.” The 
reference was to three instances in the last two decades when 
Israel came under attack: the Scud missiles sent by Saddam 
Hussein into Israel in 1991 during the first gulf war; the 3,000 
rockets fired at Israel by Hezbollah during their 2006 war; and 
the attacks on the Israeli Embassy and a Jewish center in 
Argentina in the early 1990s. Those attacks each killed 100 to 
200 people, wounded scores more and caused several billion 
dollars of property damage. Hundreds of thousands of Israelis 
in the north had to be evacuated from their homes to bomb 
shelters or further south during the 2006 war. 
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But there is a broad Israeli assessment that Iran’s response 
to an attack would be limited. 

“If Iran is struck surgically, it will react — no doubt,” 
said the former Israeli official, echoing Mr. Barak’s comments 
last year. “But that reaction will be calculated and in 
proportion to its capabilities. Iran will not set the Middle East 
on fire.” 

“Is 40 missiles on Tel Aviv nice?” the official asked, 
summing up the Israeli calculus. “No. But it’s better than a 
nuclear Iran.” 

By contrast, administration, military and intelligence 
officials say Iran would most likely choose anonymous, 
indirect attacks against nations it views as supporting Israeli 
policy, in the hope of offering Tehran at least public 
deniability. Iran also might try to block, even temporarily, the 
Strait of Hormuz to further unsettle oil markets. 

An increase in car bombs set off against civilian targets in 
world capitals would also be possible. And Iran would almost 
certainly smuggle high-powered explosives across its border 
into Afghanistan, where they could be planted along roadways 
and set off by surrogate forces to kill and maim American and 
NATO troops — much as it did in Iraq during the peak of 
violence there. But Iran’s primary goal would be quickly 
rebuilding — and probably accelerating — its nuclear 
program, and thus, according to these assessments, it would be 
likely to try to avoid inviting a punishing second wave of 
attacks by the United States. 

Vali Nasr, a professor of international politics at the 
Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy at Tufts University, 
said Iran would “have to retaliate visibly against Israel to 
protect its image at home and in the region.” Along a second 
line of reprisals, Iran also “would try and keep the United 
States busy by escalating tensions in Lebanon, Syria, Egypt, 
Iraq and Afghanistan,” he said. 

In 2009, the Brookings Institution held a simulation to 
assess Day 2 of an Israeli attack on Iran, casting former 
government officials, diplomats and regional experts in the 
roles of American, Israeli and Iranian officials. Karim 
Sadjadpour, of the Carnegie Endowment for International 
Peace, played Iran’s supreme leader, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei. 
The faux Iranian leadership had to “calibrate their response 
with great precision,” he said. “If they respond too little, they 
could lose face, and if they respond too much, they could lose 
their heads.” 

During the simulation, Iran also fired missiles at Israeli 
military and nuclear targets, and unleashed Hezbollah, Hamas 
and Islamic Jihad militants to fire rockets at population centers 
in Israel, with a goal to create an atmosphere of terror among 
Israelis. In the simulation, Iran also activated terrorist cells in 
Europe, which bombed public transportation and killed 
civilians. 

Mr. Sadjadpour said that one thing the exercise 
demonstrated was how quickly things would deteriorate, 
adding that “as for long-term consequences, it’s way too 
murky to say anything but this: It will be ugly.” 
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16. Senators: U.S. Forces At Risk Due To Syrian Chemical Weapons 
(U.S. NEWS & WORLD REPORT 28 FEB 12) ... John T. Bennett 

Several senators are raising concerns that unrest in Syria 
could allow that nation's chemical and other weapons to be 
used against U.S. forces and allies in the region. 

"The growing breakdown of order and security in Syria 
could place its significant stockpiles of poison gases and 
operational chemical weapons at risk," Maine Republican 
Susan Collins, New York Democrat Kirsten Gillibrand, and 
New Hampshire Democrat Jeanne Shaheen wrote in a 
February 17 letter to Secretary of State Hillary Clinton. 
DOTMIL obtained a copy of the letter. 

The senators want the Obama administration to spell out 
the planning it has done to prepare for and "address" the 
potential that the Assad regime's stockpiles of chemical 
weapons might go missing. "In the event of a regime collapse, 
it is difficult to overstate the danger these weapons could pose 

to allies and U.S. forces in the region if they fall into the 
wrong hands," the letter states. 

The senators pointed to the apparent seizure of Libyan 
shoulder-fired missiles during that nation's internal conflict. 
Those missing weapons show "that non-state terrorist groups 
will seek to secure these weapons in the midst of chaos and an 
apparent lack of security or custody of these weapons," the 
senators wrote. 

The trio also sounded alarms about the State Department's 
view that Iran and Russia are supplying weapons to Syrian 
forces. 

Asked about the administration's reluctance to intervene 
in the Syrian conflict, Clinton told the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee that officials see it as a complicated 
matter that requires ample caution by Washington. 
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17. Denmark: 2 Hostages Dead In Anti-Piracy Operation 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 28 FEB 12) ... Jan M. Olsen 

COPENHAGEN, Denmark — The Danish navy has 
intercepted a cargo vessel that Somali pirates had hijacked in 
the Indian Ocean, freeing 16 of its crew members but two 
others died during the operation, an official said Tuesday. 

The Danes also captured the 17 pirates involved during 
Monday's operation off the coast of Somalia, said navy 
spokesman Kenneth Nielsen. 

The pirates had used the cargo ship as a mothership from 
which they sailed out in smaller boats to attack other vessels. 
It wasn't immediately clear how long the cargo ship had been 

held by the pirates, or the name of the vessel and its owners. 
The two fatalities were an Iranian and a Pakistani. The 16 
freed crew members also were from Iran or Pakistan. 

Nielsen said Denmark's HDMS Absalon intervened to 
stop the cargo ship when it tried to move away from the 
Somali coast and "become a threat against the shipping on the 
open sea." 

The Danish forces fired warning shots, but the boat failed 
to stop, said Nielsen. Danish forces then opened fire on the 
ship after getting permission from the NATO command that 
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oversees the multinational anti-piracy force in the area. 
Nielsen said the pirates surrendered and the Danes took 
control of the ship. 

The Danish navy said in statement that two of the 
hostages "were found seriously injured and even with speedy 
assistance from Absalon's doctor, their lives could not be 
saved." 

It wasn't clear how the hostages had been injured. Danish 
military prosecutors were investigating the incident, Nielsen 
said, adding that none of the pirates were wounded. 

The HDMS Absalon joined NATO's Ocean Shield anti-
piracy force in November. 

On Jan. 7, its crew captured a suspected pirate mothership 
and rescued 14 hostages from Iran and Pakistan. They also 
arrested 25 suspected pirates — 17 of whom were released. 
Eight others were handed over to Seychelles authorities and to 
Kenya for prosecution. 

Piracy has emerged as a major threat to merchant ships in 
the sea lanes of the Indian Ocean and Arabian Sea. Pirates 
based in Somalia have been hijacking ships and holding the 
vessels and their crew for ransom. 
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18. Next Pirate Hot Spot: The Gulf Of Guinea 
The Gulf of Guinea, off the coast of West Africa, is a significant source of U.S. oil. Rising piracy here could 
mean rising prices at the pump. 
(CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR 28 FEB 12) ... Scott Baldauf 

High-seas piracy has found another home, in the waters of 
the Gulf of Guinea on the West African coast. The number of 
attacks in 2011 far surpassed the total number for 2010, and 
the pace could increase this year as well, as oil-rich nations of 
the region increase their production. With global oil supplies 
tight and the price of oil already rising, the costs of West 
African piracy will almost certainly be felt at your local fuel 
pump. 

According to the UN International Maritime Organization 
(IMO), 64 incidents of piracy were reported in nine countries 
of the Gulf of Guinea region in 2011, up from 45 incidents in 
seven countries in 2010. There have been 10 reported piracy 
incidents in the first two months of 2012 alone, an indication 
that the pace of attacks remains steady, as oil prices rise. 

Like piracy off the coast of Somalia, the high-seas attacks 
in the Gulf of Guinea – extending from Ivory Coast in the 
West toward Nigeria, and down toward the Democratic 
Republic of Congo -- are driven by a combination of 
economic opportunism by existing criminal gangs, and the 
lack of governmental capacity to rein in those criminal gangs 
on shore. Militias in Nigeria’s restive Niger Delta region have 
long carried out attacks on land-based oil pipelines, siphoning 
off crude oil in a practice called “illegal bunkering.” 

In recent years, these attacks have extended to 
commercial shipping, and today’s West African pirates hijack 
ships and direct them to meet up with other large tanker ships 
specially contracted to offload the volumes of stolen crude oil. 

Will the world’s navies begin to patrol the Gulf of 
Guinea, as they now patrol the Indian Ocean and the sea lanes 
off the coast of Somalia? The first step toward that possibility 
was taken this week at the United Nations, as the tiny nation 
of Togo called on the United Nations to help form a group of 
nations to fight piracy, similar to the one operating off the 
Somali coast. 

Echoing this call were UN representatives from India, 
China, and Pakistan, and more quietly, the United States. 

Wang Min, China's deputy permanent representative to 
the UN, this week told the UN Security Council that China 
urges the “countries with capability” to help West African 
nations deal with piracy, adding, “The Chinese government 
will also continue to provide assistance within our 
capabilities.” 

India’s permanent representative to the UN, Amb. 
Hardeep Singh Puri, told the UN Security Council that India 
too would do its part. “India stands ready to contribute to 
international efforts aimed at increasing effective cooperation 
among States in the region to tackle the threat of piracy and 
armed robbery at sea,” he said. 

The costs of piracy in the Gulf of Guinea region – both 
from stolen cargos and higher insurance premiums and 
security costs-- are estimated to reach $2 billion each year, 
compared with $7 billion from Somali piracy. 

For consuming nations such as the U.S. – which currently 
relies on the Gulf of Guinea for 15 percent of its oil imports, 
but its reliance could increase to 25 percent over the next five 
years – is higher fuel prices. For producing nations, piracy eats 
into revenues and scares off potential investors. Benin, which 
derives 80 percent of its government budget revenues from oil 
production, has seen the number of ships using its port city of 
Cotonou drop 70 percent since pirate attacks started a few 
years back. 

Through its new Africa Command, the U.S. military has 
begun joint training exercises with West African navies to 
“enhance regional and maritime security and safety by 
assisting African nations in developing proficiencies in areas 
such as maritime interdiction operations, search and rescue 
operations, counterterrorism, and overfishing of African 
waters.” 

This joint training occurs aboard U.S. Navy ships, 
allowing the U.S. to maintain a military presence in Africa, 
called an “Africa Partnership Station,” without actually 
maintaining a physical naval base on the continent. To allay 
fears that the U.S. military was building a beachhead in 
Africa, similar to its past leases of foreign bases, such as 
Okinawa, Japan, Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, and Subic Bay, 
Philippines, AFRICOM has been careful to describe its 
partnership station as “more of a concept than a platform, and 
does not include a specific ship, unit, or aircraft.” 

“Since APS is typically based aboard a ship, it does not 
leave a permanent footprint in Africa,” says an AFRICOM 
briefing paper. “The ship functions as a mobile university, 
moving from port to port fostering long-term relationships 
between the United States and international partners.” 
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19. Navy To Induct Russian-Origin Nuclear Submarine Akula II Next Month 
(PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 28 FEB 12) 

NEW DELHI - In a major boost to its underwater strike 
capabilities, India will receive its Russian-origin nuclear-
powered Akula II class submarine next month. 

The nuclear submarine 'Nerpa' will arrive 
Vishakhapatnam next month on a ten-year lease, Defence 
Ministry sources said here. 

The submarine is scheduled to arrive at its home base 
Vishakhapatnam in the second half of March, they said, 
adding the deal is worth USD 920 million. 

An Indian crew had set sail with the the Akula II class 
rechristened as INS Chakra to India at the end of January. 

After the 'INS Chakra' joins the naval fleet, it would be 
for the first time in more than two decades that the Indian 

Navy would have a nuclear attack submarine. This will also 
propel India in the elite league of six nations operating nuclear 
submarines. 

India is also working on developing indigenous nuclear 
submarines of the Arihant class. The first submarine named 
INS Arihant was launched for sea trials recently and is 
expected to start operational patrols by the end of this year. 

The Navy will have three submarines of this class by the 
end of this decade. 

India already possesses or is in the process of developing 
a family of nuclear-capable missiles including the Agni series, 
Prithvi variants, naval missile Dhanush, and submarine-
launched Sagarika. 
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20. Russia To Lay Down New Frigate For Navy 
(RIA NOVOSTI 28 FEB 12) 

KALININGRAD - The Yantar Shipyard in the Baltic 
exclave of Kaliningrad will start on Wednesday the 
construction of a new Krivak IV class frigate for Russia's 
Black Sea Fleet. 

The Admiral Makarov is the last in a series of three 
Krivak IV class frigates built for the Russian Navy under a 
tender won by Yantar in 2010. 

The first two ships in the series, the Admiral Grigorovich 
and the Admiral Essen, are at various stages of construction. 

All three warships are expected to be delivered to the 
Russian Navy in 2013-2014. 

In 2011, the Yantar shipyard received a new order for 
another three Krivak IV class frigates. 

A Krivak IV class frigate is equipped with a 100-mm gun, 
a Shtil medium-range air defense system, Club-N supersonic 
anti-ship missiles, two Kashtan point defense systems, two 
twin 533-mm torpedo launchers, and an anti-submarine 
warfare helicopter. 
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21. NATO Members Plan For Smaller Defense Budgets 
(DEFENSE NEWS 28 FEB 12) ... Kate Brannen 

With defense budgets continuing to shrink, NATO will 
only be able to achieve its future security goals if it strictly 
prioritizes its resources, a top U.S. defense official said at a 
Feb. 28 NATO meeting in Washington, D.C. 

“At a time when members are shedding force structure, 
the alliance must guard against the assumption that the United 
States will always be able to provide the required enabling 
capabilities,” James Miller, acting U.S. undersecretary of 
defense for policy, said. “Such over-reliance on one member 
— on any one member — is not healthy for a multinational 
alliance.” 

NATO leaders will have to identify the alliance’s most 
critical shortfalls and focus on those if it is going to implement 
the strategic roadmap agreed to at the 2010 NATO Summit in 
Lisbon, Miller said. 

That agreement, referred to as the new Strategic Concept, 
envisions a NATO with “the full range of capabilities” 
necessary to deter and defend against any threat to the security 
and safety of member countries’ populations. 

At the next NATO Summit, being held in Chicago in 
May, “we need to take a step back and ask ourselves a simple 
question: how will we be able to implement the Strategic 
Concept given this era of austerity and the cuts our nations are 
making to our defense budgets?” Miller said. 

At the Chicago summit, NATO members will focus on a 
new plan dubbed Smart Defense, an initiative to focus on 
projects and capabilities that maximize NATO’s increasingly 
limited resources. 

“In Chicago, I expect us to put Smart Defense firmly into 
practice through a package of multinational projects 
addressing key capability areas,” NATO Secretary General 
Anders Fogh Rasmussen said at the Feb. 28 meeting. 

For example, shortfalls identified during NATO combat 
operations in Libya included joint ISR and air-to-air refueling, 
Rasmussen said. 

The buzz words behind the Smart Defense plan are 
prioritization, cooperation and specialization. 

“Smart Defense is not a one-off summit slogan, and it is 
most definitely not an excuse for further cuts,” Rasmussen 
said. 

The Smart Defense plan includes an initial package of 
more than 20 agreed-upon multinational projects, deemed 
“tier-one projects,” which would address critical capability 
shortfalls. 

This list of tier-one projects needs to be expanded and 
ranked in order of priority, Miller said. 

Between now and the Chicago summit, NATO should 
also come up with a list of “flagship, high-visibility, 
multinational programs,” Miller said. 

These could include a NATO ISR hub and ballistic 
missile defense radar-data sharing, he said. 

According to Rasmussen, longer-term multinational 
projects already in the pipeline are missile defense, alliance 
ground surveillance and air-policing. 

These multinational projects need to be complemented by 
other efforts to increase cooperation, including improving the 
way countries use their equipment together, Rasmussen said. 
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“This does not mean buying the same equipment, but it 
means greater trans-Atlantic defense cooperation, common 
industrial standards, and more widespread use of adapters that 
allow nations to connect up their different makes and 
generations of equipment,” Rasmussen said. 

In his remarks, Miller acknowledged that some European 
observers are worried that the Pentagon’s new strategic 

guidance, introduced by President Barack Obama in January, 
may emphasize the Asia Pacific region at the expense of the 
NATO alliance. 

Miller echoed Defense Secretary Leon Panetta’s rebuttal 
of that view, saying the United States’ military footprint in 
Europe will remain larger than in any other region in the 
world. 
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PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
22. Negotiate Early For Orders Via CMS/ID 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 28 FEB 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Andrea Perez, Navy Personnel Command Public 
Affairs 

MILLINGTON, Tenn. -- Sailors must be proactive and 
negotiate early for permanent change of station (PCS) orders 
online through Career Management System Interactive 
Detailing (CMS/ID), Navy Personnel Command (NPC) 
officials said Feb. 28. 

"CMS/ID is a web-based tool that enables enlisted Sailors 
to research and apply for jobs and communicate their career 
goals to career counselors and detailers," said Rear Adm. 
Michael White, NPC assistant commander for Career 
Management. "Prospective commands can review and 
comment on Sailor applications, and detailers can review 
applications and make selections." 

Sailors can log into CMS/ID with their common access 
card via Navy Knowledge Online at www.nko.navy.mil or 
visit the CMS/ID website at 
https://www.cmsid.navy.mil/jass/Index.action. 

Per NAVADMIN 249/09, Sailors must have Perform to 
Serve (PTS) approval before negotiating orders through 
CMS/ID. Therefore, a Sailor's PTS application at the 15 to 12 
month point prior to their projected rotation date (PRD) is key 
to getting a timely PTS quota and being able to apply for jobs 
in CMS/ID. 

The detailing window is nine-to-seven months before a 
Sailor's PRD. This allows for a three-month window to 
negotiate for orders before a Sailor is considered to be eligible 
for an involuntary "needs of the Navy" assignment. 

CMS/ID uses color coding to identify jobs. The majority 
or jobs are displayed in the green zone and are considered 
open requisitions. Immediate requisitions - the most critical 
fills that could directly degrade mission capability if unfilled - 
are displayed in the red zone. 

All red zone billets will be filled each cycle and any 
Sailor in the negotiating window is considered eligible for 
assignment to a red zone requisition. 

Detailers will identify Sailors for assignment to critical 
red zone requirements using the priorities below in the 
following order. 

 Volunteers. 

 Sailors available for immediate assignment. 
Generally, these are Sailors returning to full duty 

from limited duty, or Sailors whose current 
assignment has been curtailed for some reason. 

 Sailors who are unassigned and within the "needs of 
the navy" window. 

 Sailors within nine months of their PRD. These 
Sailors will be further categorized by PRD month, 
starting with those who have been in their negotiation 
window the longest. Involuntary assignments of 
Sailors from within this category will be made only 
with detailer director approval. 

CMS/ID has six phases each month; the requisition load 
phase where available billets are uploaded into the system; a 
requisition scrub phase where Navy officials validate uploaded 
billets; an application phase where Sailors in their orders-
negotiation window can review and apply for advertised 
assignments; a command comments phase where commands 
may review, rank and comment on applications to advertised 
billets at their command; a detailer selection phase where 
detailers match applicants to jobs; and a system maintenance 
phase. 

Sailors may log into CMS/ID anytime after the detailer 
selection phase to see if they have been selected for orders. 

"We encourage all users to update their contact 
information on their User Profile, accessible from the Home 
menu. This provides the detailer a method to contact a Sailor 
in case they have a question about the application or need 
more information," said White. "In some cases it can mean the 
difference between a Sailor receiving the orders they applied 
for or not." 

Some factors a detailer must weigh when matching 
Sailors to jobs include the Sailors desires, qualifications, 
career progression and cost to the Navy. 

White recommends Sailors nearing their orders 
negotiation window speak with their chain of command and 
career counselor to discuss sea/shore flow and career 
enhancing billets before applying in CMS/ID. 

Sailors can learn more about CMS/ID from their 
command career counselor or at Navy Personnel Command's 
CMS/ID Web page at 
www.npc.navy.mil/enlisted/cmsid/Pages/default2.aspx. 
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23. Cross- Decking On The Rise 
Will swapping ships hurt your career? 
(NAVY TIMES 05 MAR 12) ... Sam Fellman 

In the spring of 2009, Sonar Technician (Surface) 1st 
Class (SW/IUSS) Bob Hay was assigned to the frigate 
Kauffman, based in Norfolk, Va. A message came in from 
Naval Surface Force Atlantic: The cruiser Anzio needed an 
STG1 before its May deployment. Hay was told the deployer 
lacked both an STG1 and a STGC, so he volunteered. 

Hay spent seven months onboard Anzio, including five on 
the ship’s counter-piracy deployment. He oversaw the ship’s 
torpedoes and took charge of sonar analysis. By October, 
when he returned to Kauffman, Anzio’s ability to detect subs 
had vastly improved. 

His performance evaluation, written by Kauffman with 
input from Anzio, gave him credit for the sonar detection 
turnaround and for volunteering to cross-deck. It also called 
him an “excellent leader.” But these accolades didn’t square 
with his marks: a promotable, with 3.0 scores for both 
“initiative” and “leadership.” The rating was below average. 

“So much for volunteering to help out another ship,” Hay 
told Navy Times. Hay said he felt his eval, written by a 
command he’d been away from for seven months, tanked his 
chances for advancement and contributed to him being 
selected for separation by last year’s enlisted retention board. 

Hay is one of a growing number of midcareer sailors 
whose critical skills are in such high demand that they’re 
being swapped back and forth between ships, a practice that 
critics say is straining sailors and their families and allows 
officials to leave the core issue unresolved — a shortage of 
trained sailors. 

Roughly 420 enlisted members per year have been cross-
decked over the past two fiscal years, official data shows. 

Officers are exempt, said Capt. Elizabeth Galvez, who 
manages the program at Naval Surface Forces. 

Last year, nearly two-thirds of the fleet needed cross-
decked sailors to deploy. Demand is highest for first class 
petty officers, but requests range across the enlisted force. All 
of these are short-notice personnel transfers to deploying 
ships. Some are temporary. Others are permanent. And few of 
them are voluntary. 

It’s a short-term fix that enables ships to deploy with all 
needed critical Navy enlisted classifications, but it can put too 
much of a burden on sailors and their families, one former 
force master chief cautioned. 

“You go through a lot of sailors to protect that one NEC 
that you [need] to get a ship through a deployment, but you 
may have put a serious strain on that family and that sailor’s 
attitude — whether or not they’re going to stay in the Navy,” 
said former Force Master Chief (SW/AW) Chris Penton, who 
retired as Navy Recruiting Command’s top enlisted last year. 
“But short-term, the Navy fixed its problem.” 

Penton, who also served as command master chief at the 
Center for Career Development and on three ships over his 30-
year career, added: “It’s chewing up sailors a lot quicker than 
they thought it would because there’s no downtime.” 

The surface Navy only cross-decks sailors when 
absolutely necessary, personnel officials said. The two most 
common causes are the unexpected departure of a crew 

member or a shortage of sailors with a critical skill within five 
months of a deployment. 

“We do this to ensure that our deploying units are manned 
and ready to carry out assigned missions,” Galvez said. “It’s 
by no means a new policy.” But it’s more common than in 
previous years, she said, noting, “I think there is a little more 
emphasis on it as the Navy gets smaller and the operational 
pace continues at its current level.” 

The Navy ensures that cross-decked sailors get enough 
time at home after returning and tries to minimize the number 
of temporary assignments, Galvez said. 

“There’s always an impact,” she added. “Every time we 
pull somebody out of a unit, there’s an impact to the losing 
command, and we try to mitigate that.” 

Cross-decking came up at a Feb. 22 all-hands call in San 
Diego, when a sailor asked the Navy’s top civilian personnel 
official about the fleet’s manning shortage. 

Juan Garcia, assistant Navy secretary for manpower and 
reserve affairs, said sailors will soon be filling more of the 
gaps at sea. He cited the sea-duty billets that are returning over 
the next 18 months and the shift of all individual augmentee 
requirements to the Navy Reserve by 2013. 

“I think you are going to feel a real, tangible benefit in 
pierside manning,” Garcia said. 

How It Works 
For most of the past decade, ship crews have been 

shrinking. Over that time, automation has reduced crew 
requirements, and IAs have peeled away crew members. 
That’s led to a host of problems for the fleet, from 
maintenance to morale, as documented by an influential fleet 
review panel in 2010. 

The Navy has bought back 2,213 billets in the fleet. 
Sailors began filling them last October; all will be filled over 
the next year and a half, officials say. 

In the meantime, bodies are needed at sea. Of the 66 ships 
that deployed last year, 41 had cross-decked sailors onboard. 
The amphibious assault ship Bataan deployed last March with 
10 cross-decked sailors — the highest tally that year — on 
what turned out to be a 10½-month cruise. 

And volunteers are being sought to help fill out crews. On 
Jan. 31, the Navy offered an incentive: By extending on sea 
duty or ending shore duty early, sailors can put off the 
Perform to Serve re-enlistment approval process for up to two 
years. 

Filling The Gaps 
There are four ways the surface Navy can shift sailors 

around. One of the most common is an administrative shift. In 
this case, a type commander directs a change to the unit 
identification code in a sailor’s service record. The sailor then 
reports to the new command, which is in the same base or 
region, as a permanent member of that crew. 

Two other permanent changes are “diverts” and “cross-
decks.” A divert is when a sailor en route to a command 
receives an orders modification that changes the des-tination 
to a different command, usually within the same geographic 
area. A cross-deck is similar to an administrative shift, except 
that it is typically to a command in a different region. 
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The second most frequent transfer comes via temporary 
assigned duty orders. That is when a sailor is given TAD 
orders from one ship to another, typically on short notice. 
After the deployment, the sailor returns to his original ship. 
Because this uproots the sailor, surface personnel managers 
say they try to limit them. 

“We really try to use the cross-decks or the diverts, where 
you become a permanent part of that crew, and then there are 
no concerns about going back to a parent command,” Galvez 
said. 

The ratings most in demand for TAD cross-decks are 
boatswain’s mates, sonar technicians, electronics technicians, 
quartermasters, culinary specialists and information systems 
technicians. 

Personnel managers say they take into account a sailor’s 
time at home, or dwell time, in making their selection. 

“We look at ships that have been home for a while, and 
we look at the individuals and what their dwell time is,” 
Galvez said. “So, for example, if you have come back from a 
deployment or an IA, if you were gone for six months on your 
deployment, then we will not pull you again until you’ve been 
home for six months.” She added that this is known as a dwell 
ratio of 1:1. 

Asked why the Navy doesn’t do this for officers, Galvez 
responded: “Officer detailing is handled through PERS-41, 
and … officer detailing has not been an issue.” 

Overall, the constant manpower shifts, which enable ships 
to deploy on time, conceal the larger dilemma: that the fleet is 
undermanned, one waterfront manpower expert told Navy 
Times. 

“They’re sending bodies to Peter. And then when Peter’s 
good, they send them back to Paul,” said a personnel specialist 
first class who has handled dozens of these transfers for ships 
at an East Coast base and asked not be named for fear of 
retribution. “The question is: Are the ships properly at 
manning right now to do their missions? And they’re not.” 

‘A Terrible Experience’ 
When Hay received his TAD orders to Anzio, he was told 

that the ship lacked both an STG1 and STGC. Hay reported to 
Anzio the same March day that a chief sonar technician 
checked onboard; an STG1 returned from an IA tour not long 
after. Nonetheless, he was told he had to deploy. 

On Anzio, he oversaw training and handling of torpedoes 
and took charge of the sonar analysis program. He spent five 
months with the ship on deployment. 

In October, Hay returned to Kauffman after seven months 
with Anzio. Anzio didn’t write him a concurrent eval but sent 
inputs to Kauffman. The write-up seemed to reflect his service 
on Anzio. Hay was a “go-to guy” for acoustic analysis and got 
credit for a dramatic improvement in Anzio’s ability to detect 
subs, according to his evaluation, which Hay provided to Navy 
Times. As the lead torpedo tubes technician, Hay trained 18 
crew members on the system during two exercise torpedo 

launches, “increasing their combat readiness.” Under the 
bullet point “Excellent Leader,” the eval said: “He has been a 
vital part of both Anzio’s and Kauffman’s sonar teams.” 

But the glowing language didn’t jibe with his scores. Hay 
was rated promotable. Despite having “established himself as 
a leader among his peers,” he scored a 3.0 for leadership. He 
also got 3.0 marks for initiative and teamwork. His trait 
average was well below the Kauffman commander’s summary 
group average. 

“All in all, it was a terrible experience,” Hay said. “The 
only thing I had to show for being there was another 
deployment ribbon.” 

Hay feels his eval hampered his chances for chief and 
contributed to his selection by the ERB. He must leave the 
fleet later this year after 13 years of service; while he will not 
qualify for an early retirement, he will receive involuntary 
separation pay of about $53,000. 

“If I had to do it again, I would not,” Hay, who is now on 
an IA to Afghanistan, said in an email. “There is no way I 
would put myself on the spot again.” 

Penton, the retired force master chief, characterized cross-
decks as a “double-edged sword” — they allow ships to meet 
their deployment guidelines while putting the burden on 
sailors like Hay. What’s more, they don’t address the central 
dilemma: not having enough trained sailors to man ships. 

“As you cut money, as you cut the training pipeline, more 
and more of this is going on,” Penton said. “And now it’s out 
of necessity that they’ve got to do it because they don’t have 
the training money to really get those critical NECs.” 

Still, cross-decking opportunities can be rewarding. 
Yeoman 3rd Class Adrina Vasquez jumped at the chance 

to deploy. Her ship, the aircraft carrier Ronald Reagan, got a 
message in the summer of 2010 requesting a yeoman for the 
hospital ship Mercy, which was then deployed to 7th Fleet. A 
yeoman in the hospital ship’s supply department had just been 
sent home to Tennessee to help his family deal with flood 
damage to their house, Vasquez recalled. 

Mercy had been deployed for two months when Vasquez 
checked onboard. It took time to adjust to her new ship. 
Civilian mariners run the engines and drive the ship, a setup 
different from commissioned ships. The crew is more officer-
heavy than other ships and many of them are medical 
professionals, including doctors and nurses. At first, it was 
hard for her to make new friends. 

But Vasquez found she worked for an inspirational supply 
master chief. She earned her enlisted surface warfare specialist 
pin. She visited a lot of ports she’d never been to before. She 
formed some lasting friendships. And for her work on the 
three-month cruise, she was awarded a Navy and Marine 
Corps Achievement Medal. 

“I would go back to the USNS Mercy again,” said 
Vasquez, who is now a full-time support E-5. “No questions 
asked.” 
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24. Congress Questions Fairness Of DoD Pay And Benefit Cuts 
(FEDERAL NEWS RADIO 29 FEB 12) ... Jared Serbu 

As Defense officials take to Capitol Hill to defend their 
proposed personnel budget, they're beginning to hear a 
common theme: Complaints that civilian employees aren't 
bearing their fair share of military spending cutbacks. 

DoD leaders got battered on both sides of the Capitol 
Tuesday, hearing complaints from Republican lawmakers in 
both the House and Senate that the military personnel 
proposals in President Obama's 2013 budget unfairly target the 
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uniformed military, while leaving civilians, both inside and 
outside of DoD relatively unscathed. 

Their complaints centered around two areas: the size of 
the overall personnel reductions in the coming years, and the 
Pentagon's proposed fee increases to TRICARE, the military's 
health insurance system. 

"You're recommending increases to the military in terms 
of health care costs, but it doesn't seem that the President has 
asked for any increases as far as I can see to the civilian 
workforce," said Sen. Kelly Ayotte (R-N.H.). I think that's a 
hard ask without asking for sacrifices on the civilian side too." 

The DoD proposal doubles down on last year's request, 
which raised TRICARE health insurance fees for the first time 
since 1996, and only for working-age military retirees. While 
active duty military members receive free health care and 
would continue to do so under the Pentagon's latest budget 
proposal, retirees would see further increases over the next 
five years, depending on how much retirement pay they earn. 

Premiums Triple 
Higher-earning retirees could see their premiums triple 

from current rates, with premiums of about $1,950 per year by 
2017, while retirees who left the military at lower ranks would 
pay much lower amounts. 

The Pentagon argues the proposed increases are fair, and 
that Congress would be forcing the department to look to 
further force structure reductions if it denies DoD the ability to 
achieve the $12 billion it expects to save with its 2013 health 
care plan. 

The proposal would, for the first time, tie a retiree's health 
care premiums to his or her retirement pay. The department 
has also argued that TRICARE retirees will continue to get a 
much better deal for healthcare — a tab that now makes up 
about 10 percent of the Pentagon's overall base budget — than 
what civilian employees both in and outside of DoD receive. 

For example, a federal civilian will pay just shy of 
$16,000 per year in premiums for family coverage in 2012 
under a standard 2012 Blue Cross plan in the District of 
Columbia. While the figures vary by locality and by health 
plan, OPM's figures point to average nationwide increases of 
more than 3 percent this year, following 7 percent increases in 
2011. 

Nonetheless, Sen. Mike Enzi (R-Wyo.) indicated he's 
uncomfortable with fee any increases for military members or 
retirees from his state. 

"I got a letter just this week from a man in the military 
who's about to retire," Enzi said. "He has a sister that's on 
welfare. His sister pays nowhere near the costs that he does, 
and he's not sure that the military is such a good deal 
compared to welfare. That seems to me to be a terrible 
comparison." 

Health care costs now make up about 10 percent of the 
Defense Department's overall budget pie. And since 60 
percent of DoD's healthcare spending gets funneled through 

private insurance companies and hospitals, the Defense budget 
is subject to most of the same health care cost increases the 
rest of the country is facing. 

"For most of the time since 1996, up until about a year 
ago, there have been no (premium) increases," said JoAnn 
Rooney, DoD's acting undersecretary of Defense for personnel 
and readiness. "That's very different, both in terms of health 
care costs and in terms of what most people have experienced 
in their health care premiums." 

The Pentagon argues that it can't keep absorbing those 
costs singlehandedly; otherwise, they'll continue to crowd out 
funding for weapons systems, training and even other pay and 
benefits spending. 

Raising TRICARE Fees 
Rep. Austin Scott (R-Ga.), who serves on the House 

Armed Services Committee's subcommittee on military 
personnel, has heard those arguments and remains 
unconvinced. He's sticking by the position Congress took with 
last year's proposal to raise TRICARE fees. 

"Congress made it very clear," he said. "We suggested 
there could be increases (in retiree TRICARE premiums), but 
that they should not exceed what the increase in retiree cost of 
living allowances were." 

Other House members are irked by what they see as 
disproportionate drawdowns in the numbers of uniformed 
troops the Pentagon plans, compared with their civilian 
colleagues. DoD plans to reduce its uniformed ranks by about 
123,000 over the next five years. So far, its civilian workforce 
drawdowns only include plans for next year, when about 7,000 
positions would be eliminated. 

"I find this stunning," said Rep. Mike Coffman (R-Colo.). 
"I'm just trying to think, in my mind, how many casualties can 
be produced by somebody sitting behind a desk." 

Rooney said DoD has not fully developed its civilian 
workforce plan beyond 2013, and suggested Congress should 
be wary of comparing the department's planned 2013-2017 
uniformed personnel drawdowns with its civilian workforce 
plan, which incorporates only 2013 spending. 

She said the department is still studying what its total mix 
between civilians, uniformed military and contractors should 
be in the "out years," between now and 2017. 

Though he took his share of criticism from Congress, 
Panetta, a former White House budget director, returned it in 
kind to lawmakers, telling them their failure to deal with the 
overall budget picture is what's put the Pentagon in a pickle it 
would rather not be in. 

"It's the old game," he said. "On one side, people will 
defend not touching revenues. Revenues need to be part of the 
deal. On the other side, you've got people defending the idea 
that you can't touch entitlements. If you want to deal with the 
size of the deficits that this country has, you'd better put 
everything on the table." 
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25. Navy Medicine Celebrates Black History Month 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 29 FEB 12) ... Bureau of Medicine and Surgery Public Affairs 

WASHINGTON -- The U.S. Navy Bureau of Medicine 
and Surgery (BUMED) celebrated National African-American 
History Month, Feb. 27. 

This year's theme for the month is "Black Women in 
American Culture and History." 

"As courageous visionaries who led the fight to end 
slavery and tenacious activists who fought to expand basic 
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civil rights to all Americans, African American women have 
long served as champions of social and political change," 
according to the Presidential Proclamation, National African 
American History Month, 2012. "And from the literary giants 
who gave voice to their communities to the artists whose 
harmonies and brush strokes captured hardships and 
aspirations, African American women have forever enriched 
our cultural heritage." 

The BUMED ceremony included a presentation from 
guest speaker Pamela Montgomery, director and chief counsel 
for training, United States Sentencing Commission. 
Montgomery shared stories of three notable African-American 
women in United States history, Alice Woodby McKane, 
Harriet Tubman and Mary McLeod Bethune. 

"[These women] through strength, determination and 
resilience, were able to overcome obstacles," Montgomery 
said." [They were] ordinary woman who did extraordinary 
things with their lives." 

Montgomery used the three notable women as examples 
of those who fought for their dreams despite the challenges 
they faced. She illustrated the fact that people should use 
Black History Month and the people it recognizes as 
inspiration. 

"If you're thinking of giving up your dream, don't," 
Montgomery said. "The breakthrough might be right around 
the corner." 

Navy Medicine leadership echoed Montgomery's 
sentiments and discussed the role of diversity throughout the 
Navy Medicine enterprise. 

"Celebrating the diversity and culture of all our personnel 
is of vital importance to our Navy Medicine community," said 
Navy Capt. Rebecca McCormick-Boyle, BUMED chief of 
staff. "Recognizing our differences and building strength 
through our divergent experiences is our ultimate goal as we 
continue to provide the very best in patient and family-
centered care." 

The United States Sentencing Commission is an 
independent agency of the judicial branch of the federal 
government of the United States. It is responsible for 
articulating the sentencing guidelines for the United States 
Federal courts. The Commission promulgates the Federal 
Sentencing Guidelines, which replaced the prior system of 
indeterminate sentencing that allowed trial judges to give 
sentences ranging from probation to the maximum statutory 
punishment for the offense. It is headquartered in Washington, 
D.C. 
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26. EP-3 Squadron Commanding Officer Fired 
(NAVY TIMES 28 FEB 12) ... Gidget Fuentes 

SAN DIEGO — The commanding officer of an EP-3 
squadron was fired Monday amid an ongoing investigation 
into alleged “personal misconduct,” according to Naval Air 
Force Pacific. 

Vice Adm. Allen G. Meyers, the AIRPAC commander, 
relieved Cmdr. Jeffrey Wissel from command of Fleet Air 
Reconnaissance Squadron 1 at Naval Air Station Whidbey 
Island, Wash., a spokeswoman, Cmdr. Pauline Storum, said 
Tuesday. 

“There were allegations of an inappropriate conduct 
made. The investigation brought to light information that 
necessitated that he be relieved,” Storum said, declining to 
provide further details. 

“That investigation is still open and ongoing,” she said. 
Wissel has been temporarily reassigned at Whidbey 

Island while the investigation continues, she said. Cmdr. 
David Sauve, the squadron’s executive officer and prospective 
CO, has taken command. 

Wissel is the fourth commanding officer fired in 2012, 
according to Navy Times research. 

Wissel, a 1994 graduate of the U.S. Naval Academy, has 
led the “World Watchers” of VQ-1 since April 29, following a 
year serving as the squadron’s XO. “We face a challenging 
year of change and consolidation, but this past year’s 
performance has clearly shown me that you can and will 
handle everything thrown at you with an unwavering 
commitment to excellence,” he told the squadron at the time, 
according to a Navy Region Northwest news story. “All I ask 
is that you continue to serve with the same pride, poise and 
professionalism that embodies the spirit of a World Watcher.” 

An experienced P-3 pilot, he has tallied more than 2,700 
hours in the EP-3E and P-3A/B/C aircraft, according to his 
official biography. His previous assignments included 
department head tours with VQ-2 at Whidbey Island, which 
included leading various detachments to Greece and the 
Netherlands as the officer-in-charge. 
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27. Miramar Sailor Dies After Fight In San Diego 
(NAVY TIMES 28 FEB 12) 

SAN DIEGO — A sailor with an F/A-18 training 
squadron at Marine Corps Air Station Miramar, Calif., died 
Sunday after a fight allegedly related to payment of a taxi fare, 
according to authorities. 

The sailor was identified as Aviation Electronics 
Technician 3rd Class Anthony Richmond, 39, who was 
assigned to Marine Fighter-Attack Training Squadron 101, 3rd 
Marine Aircraft Wing said in a statement. 

Richmond, of Burlington, N.C., had suffered a severe 
head injury after an altercation about 2 a.m. Saturday in San 
Diego’s Mira Mesa neighborhood. 

The San Diego police homicide unit is investigating the 
incident. Richmond got into an argument over paying the cab 
fare with another man, who allegedly punched him in the 
head, causing him to fall to the pavement, according to 
10News, the ABC affiliate in San Diego. Richmond was taken 
to a nearby hospital but died Sunday afternoon. Police arrested 
Reynaldo Torres, 26, who was being held Tuesday at the San 
Diego central jail on $100,000 bail pending a Wednesday 
arraignment on a charge of voluntary manslaughter. 

Richmond enlisted in May 2007 and had deployed aboard 
the aircraft carriers John C. Stennis and Nimitz, according to 
3rd MAW. His military awards included the Good Conduct 
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Medal, National Defense Service Medal and Global War on Terrorism Service Medal. 
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FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
28. Senate Budget Chair Says More Pentagon Cuts Likely 
(REUTERS 28 FEB 12) ... David Alexander 

WASHINGTON - The head of the Senate Budget 
Committee delivered a sobering message to top U.S. defense 
officials on Tuesday, saying the Pentagon will have to reduce 
spending beyond the $487 billion already proposed if the 
United States is going to deal with its $15 trillion debt. 

The warning from Democratic Senator Kent Conrad 
prompted an emotional exchange with Defense Secretary Leon 
Panetta, a fellow Democrat and former budget official, who 
said the panel would damage the country's security if it tried to 
solve the U.S. debt crisis by reducing only discretionary 
spending like defense. 

"We're going to have to have additional savings if we're 
really going to deal with the debt threat facing the country," 
Conrad told Panetta, who appeared before the committee to 
present President Barack Obama's defense spending plan for 
the 2013 fiscal year that starts October 1. 

Panetta, a former head of the White House budget office 
and the House of Representatives budget committee, told 
Conrad the panel needed to consider raising revenues or 
reducing mandatory spending on entitlement programs, which 
include the Medicare health insurance program for the elderly 
and disabled and the Social Security pension program. 

"If you're not dealing with the two-thirds (of the budget) 
that is entitlement spending, if you're not dealing with 
revenues and you keep going back to the same place, frankly 
you're not going to make it," Panetta said. 

"And you're going to hurt this country, you're going to 
hurt this country's security, not only by cutting defense, but 
very frankly by cutting discretionary spending that deals with 
the quality of life in this country," he said. 

Obama's spending plan for the 2013 fiscal year beginning 
in October includes a base defense budget of $525.4 billion, 
about $5.1 billion less than approved for 2012. 

The budget for wars abroad is $88.5 billion, a 23 percent 
drop from 2012, primarily due to the U.S. withdrawal from 
Iraq and a drawdown in Afghanistan. The Pentagon's top 

budget official told lawmakers it cost about $850,000 a year to 
maintain a soldier in Afghanistan. 

Cuts 100,000 Troops 
The proposed defense budget also begins to implement 

the $487 billion in cuts to projected spending over the next 
decade as required by an August deal between the White 
House and Congress. It calls for the military to cut more than 
100,000 troops over five years and also slows many weapons 
purchases. 

The budget does not include an additional $500 billion in 
cuts over 10 years that will be required beginning in January 
2013 unless Congress takes action to avert them. The second 
round of cuts is required because lawmakers failed to reach a 
deal by the end of 2011 on an extra $1.2 trillion in federal 
spending reductions. 

Panetta has repeatedly warned that the second round of 
cuts would be devastating to the military and has sought to 
draw a line at the defense reductions already proposed, which 
were built around a new U.S. military strategy. 

General Martin Dempsey, the chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, told the budget panel on Tuesday that 
additional cuts would force the Pentagon to reformulate its 
strategy and the United States "would not any longer be a 
global power." 

While acknowledging the need to look at boosting 
revenue and reducing mandatory spending, Conrad told 
Panetta and Dempsey the Pentagon could not expect to escape 
any further budget cuts. 

"As I've listened here this morning I hope the conclusion 
is not that there's no additional savings that can be derived 
from defense, not another nickel, because I don't believe it," 
he said. 

"I don't think we're going to, at the end of the day, have 
an alternative here," Conrad said. "In fact if we don't find a 
way to come together around a comprehensive plan to have 
additional savings, what's ultimately going to happen here is 
it's going to be forced on us." 
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29. It's Real! Navy Test Fires First Working Prototype Of Railgun 
(FOX NEWS 28 FEB 12) 

The Navy’s futuristic railgun is one step closer to 
becoming a reality. 

Navy officials told FoxNews this week that the stunning 
railgun, which relies on magnets rather than explosives to fire 
bullets at several times the speed of sound, blasted through 
budget constraints that are leaving federal research programs 
in Washington at the drawing board and unfinished. 

“I think it is a great example of how our Naval and 
science technology -- in these tough fiscal times -- can be 
responsive to the military’s emerging needs,” said Adm. 
Matthew Klunder, Chief of Naval Research for the Office of 
Naval Research (ONR), which has been developing the 
electromagnetic railgun since 2005. 

He insisted that not only will the railgun fire projectiles 
faster and further than any weapon now known to man, but “in 
these fiscal times of belt tightening … [it’s] more of a cost-
effective system.” 

How so? Because ultimately the gun and the storage of its 
projectiles (which are not incendiary, and weigh about 40 
pounds each -- smaller and less expensive than today’s 
missiles) will take up less space than traditional weapons 
systems, for one thing. 

In addition, rather than relying on chemical propellants 
like gunpowder, the railgun uses an electromagnetic pulse to 
create strong magnetic fields that in turn propel the conductive 
bullet on a sliding metal sled and out of the barrel -- at 4,500 
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to 5,000 mph and as far as 100 nautical miles away in about 5 
minutes, with possible future expansion to 220 miles, 
according to ONR. 

The Navy’s most advanced shipboard gun in operation 
today, the 5-inch/54-caliber lightweight gun, has a range of 
about 13 nautical miles, Klunder said. The Advanced Gun 
System (AGS), which is currently being developed for the 
Navy’s Zumwalt class destroyer, is expected to have a range 
of nearly 60 nautical miles. 

“We’re still talking about four times the range,” said 
Klunder, calling it “leap-ahead technology.” 

“This is the stuff you saw in movies a couple of years ago 
-- cutting edge, taking out the Transformers -- and now it’s 
reality,” he added. 

Well, almost. 
On Feb. 28, ONR announced that it had tested its first 

prototype of the gun, built by private defense contractor BAE 
Systems, at the Naval Surface Warfare Center (NSWC) in 
Dahlgren, Va. Another prototype built by another contractor, 
General Atomics, is expected to arrive at Dahlgren in the 
coming weeks. 

ONR began firing railgun slugs in its laboratories in 2008, 
but this is the first time the Navy has tested the gun from a 
launcher that resembles what the final weapon system will 
eventually look like, said Roger Ellis, the EM Railgun 
program officer, in an interview with FoxNews.com. 

It will also indicate what the weapon can do. According to 
ONR, BAE initiated its tests in February, so far firing at 20-
megajoules and planning for a 32-megajoule test soon after. 
(One megajoule of energy is equivalent to a one-ton car 
traveling at 100 miles an hour.) 

“We’ve made a lot of progress, to say the least,” Ellis 
said. “It’s a significant step beyond previous laboratory-based 
launchers. [The lab models] were nothing you could put on a 
Navy ship ... this is closer to the fit and form of what we could 
put on a ship someday.” 

The clear advantage to a long-range gun is, of course, 
providing cover for soldiers and Marines operating in coastal 
areas from a safe distance at sea, and for anti-missile/aircraft 
capabilities. The longer the range the technology offers, the 
more strategic it becomes, offering the Navy new abilities to 
hit other targets on water and land, ONR officials said. 

But there are potential obstacles too. So far, Congress has 
been supportive of the railgun program, though it barely 
survived a small snag last June. In passing its version of the 
FY2012 defense authorization bill, the Senate Armed Services 

Committee eliminated funding for the project citing technical 
challenges related “to the power required and the barrel of the 
gun having limited life.” 

Though these concerns did not ultimately stop the 
program from getting funding, thanks to the railgun’s friends 
on Capitol Hill, they highlight a number of unresolved issues, 
not the least of which is how the barrel will withstand the 
repeated, massive explosions -- and creating a projectile with a 
guidance system that will be able to endure the ensuing heat 
and velocity. 

Ellis told reporters in a Feb. 28 press conference that 
phase II of the program, which begins now, will concentrate 
on improving the barrel’s lifespan, and developing the 
repetition rate -- which is how many times in a row the railgun 
can be fired successfully. The goal is 10 rounds a minute. That 
means having enough energy stored to fire it up to “pulsed 
power” that quickly, for multiple rounds. 

The question of the energy is a big one, as experts up until 
now have said the amount of electricity necessary to operate 
the railgun at 32 megajoules would require a ship that that can 
generate enough power. That ship hasn’t been built yet, like 
the massive Zumwalt class DDG-1000 destroyer, which is 
now being designed as a multi-mission ship at a price tag of 
$3.3 billion per ship. 

Ellis said Tuesday that ONR is working on a battery 
system that would mitigate the problem by storing up energy 
much like the batteries used in hybrid vehicles, allowing the 
Navy to position the guns on both “new and existing 
platforms” and still get the pulsed power necessary to operate 
at optimum levels. 

Phase II is expected to end in 2017, at which time the 
weapon, if complete, would go into a funding and acquisition 
phase that will take the project to full deployment on Navy 
ships by 2025, though there are hopes for a slightly shorter 
timeline, said Ellis. 

So far, the railgun has cost taxpayers $240 million in 
research and design costs, according to ONR. Ellis said the 
project has been “adequately funded” for phase II, and should 
come in at a similar price tag. 

“[Congress] did ask for a better understanding of the 
future of the railgun, and we have gotten back to them and will 
continue to,” Klunder said. “They are comfortable and more 
confident now that we have shown some success. Now we 
have a prototype rail gun that is functioning and successful.” 
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30. Air Force, Navy To Link Fighter Jets And Ships For Air-Sea Battle 
(NATIONAL DEFENSE 28 FEB 12) ... Dan Parsons 

The Air Force and Navy will be joining forces under a 
new concept for fighting future wars called Air-Sea Battle. 
Both services will seek to combine their high-tech weaponry 
in an effort to counter well-armed adversaries. 

Much attention has been paid to what new hardware the 
services might buy as part of the Air-Sea Battle strategy. But 
an even more important issue is how current weapon systems 
that were not designed to work together will be able to "talk" 
to each other in an integrated network, Lt. Gen. Herbert J. 
Carlisle, deputy chief of staff for operations, plans and 
requirements, Air Force headquarters, said Feb. 28. 

“We have to have a fused system capability and have 
them networked and integrated across the force,” he said at an 
Air Force Association meeting in Washington, D.C. “To me, 
that’s as important on a 5th-generation fighter as anything.” 

Under Air-Sea Battle, for example, it would be 
conceivable to have an Air Force F-22 air-superiority fighter 
interacting with a Navy submarine in preparation for a 
Tomahawk missile strike. But the F-22, like other major 
weapon systems in the U.S. inventory, was not designed for 
security reasons to be interoperable with other aircraft, let 
alone Navy ships. 
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In a combat theater where electronic and cyber-warfare 
might occur, as it would be in a hypothetical conflict with 
China, linking fighter jets with ground and naval forces ramps 
up the risk of intrusion, Carlisle said. “What’s counterintuitive 
from an electronic warfare perspective is that mesh that goes 
over the battlefield that allows us to get data from multiple 
sources, crosscheck and compare that data between systems 
and say ‘That’s bogus information but I have other nodes that 
confirm the target,'” Carlisle said. 

The Air Force and Navy will have to weigh that risk 
against the need for an advanced data link system. The goal is 
to transmit data among naval, air and land forces in real time 
over huge areas, but many details remain to be worked out, 
Carlisle said. 

“There is a discussion between us [the Air Force] and our 
Navy brethren right now about how to get to that next level 
where there is a [radio] waveform with a low probability of 
detection and interception,” Carlisle said. “We’re not there 
yet.” He pointed out that neither the F-22 nor the F-35 can 
communicate with Navy systems in real time. 

The F-35 Joint Strike Fighter is equipped with a multi-
function advanced data link, or MADL, under development by 
Harris Corp. The system was designed to securely link F-35s, 
but is being developed to possibly connect the entire stealth 
fleet, according to the Harris website. 

The F-22 has a similar system called the intraflight data 
link, or IFDL, that only links those aircraft. Using “gateway” 
communications systems, the Air Force has been able to 
punch holes in those secure connections to allow the F-22 to 
communicate with other systems aboard Navy submarines and 
even missiles, Carlisle said. 

He gave an example of a submarine that launched two 
Tomahawk missiles in conjunction with a flight of two F-22s. 
Using a system called the Battlefield Airborne 
Communications Node, or BACN, the aircraft would be able 
to penetrate denied airspace “with a sensor suite that can geo-
locate that target and through the gateway network, can go 
back and update those tomahawks in route to the target,” 
Carlisle said. 

BACN and similar “gateway” programs will provide an 
integrated battle network in the short term, he said. In the long 
term, both the Navy and Air Force are working to develop a 
force-wide secure network that could be used is support of 
special operations forces penetrating deep into hostile 
territory. “Now you have two stealth platforms — a submarine 
and an F-22 — communicating with naval ordnance,” he said. 
“The F-22 is like a Hoover vacuum, it sucks up such an 
incredible amount of information.” 
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31. U.S. Docking Lockheed For F-35 Cost-Tracking Flaws 
(REUTERS 28 FEB 12) ... Andrea Shalal-Esa 

WASHINGTON - The Pentagon on Tuesday told 
Lockheed Martin Corp, the No. 1 U.S. defense contractor, that 
it would withhold about $1 million a month in billings on the 
latest F-35 fighter contract until the company fixes a complex 
system that tracks the program's cost. 

In a letter dated February 28, the Pentagon's Defense 
Contract Management Agency told Lockheed it was 
withholding just 2 percent of billings, instead of the 5 percent 
possible, because Lockheed had submitted a plan that was 
"reasonably expected to correct the remaining deficiencies" on 
the system. 

Lockheed spokesman Joe Stout said the company was 
working closely with the Pentagon agency to regain approval 
of the cost-tracking system known as EVMS, or "earned value 
management system," at its plant in Fort Worth, Texas. 

The Pentagon's Defense Contract Management Agency 
first flagged problems with the Lockheed cost-tracking system 
in 2007 and formally de-certified it in October 2010. 

Lockheed is the first company to be hit by a new 
Pentagon rule that took effect this year allowing payments to 
be docked to contractors with deficient cost-tracking systems. 

The money is being withheld only on Lockheed's most 
recent contract with the Pentagon, a deal worth up to $4 
billion for early work on a fifth batch of F-35 fighter jets. 
Lockheed can get the money back once its cost-tracking 
system is recertified. 

This is the latest in a string of negative news items about 
Lockheed's leadership of the F-35 Joint Strike Fighter, which 
is slated to cost $382 billion over the next decades, making it 
the Pentagon's costliest weapons program. 

The Defense Contract Management Agency launched a 
follow-up audit of the Fort Worth facility, headquarters of 

Lockheed's aeronautics division, last month, said Pentagon 
spokeswoman Lieutenant Colonel Melinda Morgan. 

Over the next few months, agency officials would 
evaluate data from all of Lockheed Martin's aeronuatics 
programs, with an eye to completing their work in the 
summer, Morgan said. 

Morgan said the audit could to lead to recertification of 
Lockheed's EVMS system "if the DCMA review finds LM 
Aero has demonstrated compliance" with 32 guidelines set by 
the American National Standards Institute. 

Lockheed mentioned the fresh Defense Contract 
Management Agency audit in its annual report to the 
Securities and Exchange Commission last week, but gave no 
details. It said the DCMA's withdrawal of certification had no 
impact on its internal controls over financial reporting. 

Lockheed had made progress correcting problems with 
similar systems at other company sites in recent years, but 
continued problems with the Fort Worth system prompted the 
Pentagon to take the unusual move of withdrawing its 
certification in 2010. 

At the time, defense officials said they wanted to focus 
the contractor's attention on making improvements to the 
system at the Fort Worth site, the headquarters of Lockheed's 
aeronautics division and the F-35, the Pentagon's costliest 
arms program. 

Every bit of bad news fuels criticism of the F-35 program, 
which is already a key target of budget-cutters trying to find 
$487 billion in defense savings over the next decade. 

The Pentagon this month announced a third restructuring 
of the $382 billion F-35 program, delaying orders for 179 
planes to save $15 billion and allowing more time for testing. 
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Last week, senior officials got word that the Pentagon still 
estimates that it will cost about $1 trillion to operate a fleet of 
2,443 F-35 fighter jets over the next 50 years, a staggering 
sum that Lockheed and the F-35 program office have been 
trying to whittle down for about a year. 

Earned value management systems, or EVMS, are used 
by companies to plan, control and analyze the cost 
performance of programs and identify potential overruns. 
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32. Global Partners Committed To F-35-U.S. Air Force 
(REUTERS 28 FEB 12) ... Andrea Shalal-Esa 

WASHINGTON - Declining orders for Lockheed Martin 
Corp's F-35 Joint Strike Fighter from Washington's 
international partners reflect economic pressures in those 
countries, not a lack of commitment to the multinational 
program, the top U.S. Air Force general said on Tuesday. 

Air Force Chief of Staff General Norton Schwartz said 
military leaders in Canada, Australia, Turkey, Italy and other 
countries helping to develop the new fighter plane have told 
him they remain committed to buying the stealthy new fighter 
"as soon as their economic circumstances permit." 

"It should not be read as a diminished commitment to 
pursuing this capability over the longer term," Schwartz told a 
hearing by the House of Representatives Armed Services 
Committee on the fiscal 2013 budget request from the Air 
Force. 

Canada is hosting a meeting of the international partners 
at its embassy in Washington on Friday to get an update about 
the program and what effect Washington's plans to postpone 
orders for 179 F-35 jets for five years will have on the jet's 
price. 

Washington insists it still plans to buy 2,443 of the new 
planes at a cost of $382 billion over the next two decades. 

Budget pressures have already prompted Italy to scale 
back its total planned purchase of radar-evading F-35 fighter 
jets of 131 jets by about 30 percent, or 41 planes, saving about 
5 billion euros. 

Australia's military this month said it would sign a 
contract for two F-35s in the third quarter this year, but was 
keeping its options open on previous plans to buy a further 12. 

Britain, the biggest outside contributor to F-35 
development, has said it will wait until 2015 to decide how 
many of the supersonic jets to buy. 

Turkey last week said it still planned to buy 100 of the 
single-seat jets for $16 billion, with an initial order of two 
planes slated for delivery in 2015. 

Denmark, Norway, and the Netherlands are the other 
partners funding the development of three variants of the new 
fighter, which will replace over a dozen warplanes now in use. 

The postponements and reductions will drive up the price 
tag per aircraft, Pentagon and Lockheed officials said this 
month, although it is not clear by exactly how much. 

The partners are to finalize their procurement numbers at 
a formal meeting of the program's Joint Executive Steering 
Board in Australia from March 14-15. 

The Pentagon estimates that it will still cost about $1 
trillion to operate a fleet of 2,443 F-35 fighters over the next 
50 years, but is continuing to analyze how to drive down that 
staggering sum, according to U.S. Marine Corps Terry 
Robling, deputy Marine Corps commandant for aviation. 

Unless the estimates do come down substantially, the 
Pentagon may have to decide to buy fewer airplanes, reduce 
the number of anticipated flight hours, or skip adding some 
capabilities to the plane, Robling said, although he noted that 
decision point could still be five to 10 years off. 

The Pentagon's estimated cost to develop and buy the F-
35 is around $382 billion, but that number could increase 
somewhat when the U.S. military reports the cost of its major 
acquisition programs to Congress next month. 
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33. Shipyard Starts Work On $383 Million USS Lincoln Contract 
(NEWPORT NEWS DAILY PRESS 27 FEB 12) ... Cory Nealon 

Newport News Shipbuilding started work Monday on a 
$383 million contract to continue planning the USS Abraham 
Lincoln's midlife overhaul. 

Part of an estimated $3 billion upgrade of the nuclear-
powered aircraft carrier, the contract covers design, 
documentation, engineering, material procurement, fabrication 
work and shipboard inspections. It lasts until Feb. 18, 2013. 

"You name it, it gets repaired, upgraded and modernized," 
said Huntington Ingalls spokeswoman Christie Miller, who 
added that the work is expected to take more than three years 
to complete. 

More than 1,000 employees will support the effort, 
according to a statement issued Friday by the company's 
parent organization, Huntington Ingalls Industries Inc. 

"The complexity of this effort requires significant 
planning and preparation so that we achieve our commitment 
to successfully re-deliver these ships to our Navy customer in 
a timely and cost-effective manner," Ken Mahler, Newport 

News Shipbuilding's vice president of Navy programs, said in 
the statement. 

Combined with contracts awarded in 2010 and last year, 
the Navy has committed roughly $670 million to the Lincoln. 
Planning should be finished next February, when the Everett, 
Wash.-based carrier is expected to arrive in Hampton Roads 
Miller said. 

The carrier will spend a few months at Norfolk Naval 
Station before the Navy moves it to the Newport News 
shipyard, where it was built during the 1980s. Once there, the 
company will refuel the ship's twin reactors and perform a 
complete restoration of the vessel, including making repairs to 
more than 2,300 compartments, 600 tanks and hundreds of 
systems. 

Yard workers will also overhaul the ship's flight decks, 
catapults, combat systems and islands. 

Delivered in 1989, the Lincoln is the fifth in the 10-ship 
Nimitz class. Midlife maintenance projects, called Refueling 
and Complex Overhauls, or RCOH, occur once in the life of 
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Nimitz-class carriers and aim to extend the ship's life to 50 
years. 

The shipyard has performed the task on three carriers — 
the Nimitz, Eisenhower and Vinson. A fourth carrier, the USS 
Theodore Roosevelt, is nearing completion of its midlife 
overhaul. The company expects the ship will be ready to leave 

Newport News in June 2013, about six months behind 
schedule, Miller said. 

Meanwhile, work on theGerald R. Fordaircraft carrier 
continues. The first is a new series of flattops, the Ford is 70 
percent structurally complete, Miller said. 
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34. Navy Selects Shipyard To Build Scripps' New State-Of-The-Art Research Vessel 
Washington shipyard chosen to construct new 'ocean class' ship to support a mix of vital areas of research 
and education 
(SCRIPPS OCEANOGRAPHY NEWS 28 FEB 12) 

The U.S. Office of Naval Research (ONR) has announced 
the shipyard responsible for constructing the next chapter in 
ocean exploration for Scripps Institution of Oceanography at 
UC San Diego. The new research vessel will be owned by 
ONR for the Department of the Navy and operated by Scripps 
under charter party agreement. 

Dakota Creek Industries Inc. (DCI) of Anacortes, Wash., 
will build AGOR 28, a new "Ocean Class" research vessel that 
will advance Scripps' pursuits of the planet's most vital 
environmental and scientific challenges. Specifically designed 
to operate globally, this vessel will support both U.S. Navy 
and national oceanographic research objectives. National 
security research objectives include exploring science and 
technology in the areas of oceanographic and meteorological 
observations, modeling and prediction in the battlespace 
environment; submarine detection and classification; and mine 
warfare applications for detecting and neutralizing mines in 
both the ocean and littoral environment. 

AGOR 28, scheduled to be launched in 2015. Photo 
credit: Guido Perla Associates. 

AGOR 28, which will be launched in 2015, will be a 
highly capable modern research vessel designed to support 
ocean science for the next 30 years. As a seagoing laboratory 
supporting research and education, the new ship will feature 
powerful research instrumentation to fuel scientific 
exploration, including mapping systems, sensors and profilers 
that will investigate features from the seafloor to the 
atmosphere. 

"Scripps Oceanography awaits with excitement the launch 
of AGOR 28 and especially its ability to take Scripps further 
into its second century of ocean exploration," said Tony 
Haymet, director of Scripps. "The new vessel will continue 
Scripps' strong leadership in the management and operation of 
the United States' fleet of academic research vessels." 

The arrival of AGOR 28 is projected to carry $10 million 
in annual economic impact. Scripps currently expends more 
than $25 million per year to support its San Diego-based fleet 
of research vessels. 

With the shipyard selection, AGOR 28 will now enter a 
final design and construction phase. Scripps' ship operations 
personnel have been involved in designing the new ship's 
specifications since the vessel was announced in 2010. 

"DCI is pleased to have been awarded the construction of 
AGOR 28," said Richard Nelson, president and owner of 

Dakota Creek Industries. "We are currently gearing up for 
construction and expect to hire people skilled in many trades. 
As an organization with deep roots in our community, DCI 
looks forward to offering employment opportunities for years 
to come. AGOR 28 is a win for Scripps, for DCI and for our 
local community." 

The U.S. Naval Sea Systems Command has been 
providing program management throughout the design and 
construction stages for the ship, for which the U.S. Navy is 
providing more than $88 million. 

Scripps Institution of Oceanography's fleet of four 
research vessels and the research platform FLIP. 

"Research ships remain the indispensible tool for 
oceanography," said Dr. Frank Herr, ONR director, Ocean 
Battlespace Sensing Department. "These new ships to be 
operated by Scripps and Woods Hole will enable basic 
research to create global prediction of the ocean-atmosphere 
system. Navy and the nation will benefit through this new 
multidisciplinary knowledge." 

The vessel will be the fifth in the Scripps fleet, the largest 
among U.S. research institutions. Like all Scripps-operated 
ships, AGOR 28 will serve scientists from throughout the U.S. 
as part of Scripps' participation in the University-National 
Oceanographic Laboratory System (UNOLS). Scripps is a 
charter member of UNOLS, a consortium of oceanographic 
institutions collaborating with federal agencies such as ONR 
to foster efficient use of research vessels. 

"Scripps was successful in a fierce competition among 
U.S. oceanographic institutions to operate AGOR 28, and 
we're excited about the ship's role in the future of the Scripps 
fleet," said Bruce Appelgate, associate director for Ship 
Operations and Marine Technical Support at Scripps. "Scripps 
ships enable scientists to conduct groundbreaking research, 
and with great facilities like AGOR 28 our scientists do great 
things." 

The new vessel's home port will be the Scripps Nimitz 
Marine Facility in San Diego's Point Loma community. The 
facility, which employs more than 150 in activities related to 
ship operations, is the home port for Scripps research vessels 
Roger Revelle, Melville, New Horizon, and Robert Gordon 
Sproul, in addition to FLIP, the only scientific research 
platform of its kind in the world. 
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BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
35. NATO Leaders From Around The World To Visit Norfolk 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 28 FEB 12) ... Corinne Reilly 

NORFOLK - Top NATO military officers from around 
the globe will make a stop in Norfolk on Wednesday to tour 
the alliance’s local command and the Navy destroyer Laboon. 

NATO’s military committee, which includes high ranking 
representatives from each of the alliance’s 28 member nations, 
is in the United States for a meeting taking place in 
Washington today. Members added a visit to Norfolk to their 
agenda to see the local command and learn more about U.S. 
Navy ships equipped with ballistic missile defense systems, 
said Roy Thorvaldsen, a NATO spokesman. 

The group will tour the alliance’s Headquarters Allied 
Command Transformation and then head to the piers to board 

the Laboon, where they’ll get an up-close look at the ship’s 
missile defense system, Thorvaldsen said. 

For the past two years, NATO has been working to 
bolster its capabilities to protect against the threat of ballistic 
missiles. Norfolk-based ships equipped with the missile 
defense system regularly deploy to the Mediterranean Sea. 

NATO’s military committee serves as the main source of 
military advice to NATO’s civilian political decision-making 
body, the North Atlantic Council. The military committee is 
headed by Danish Gen. Knud Bartels, who will meet 
Wednesday with Rear Adm. David Thomas Jr., head of the 
local command that oversees all Atlantic-based surface ships. 
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36. USS Constitution To Open 2012 Lottery 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 28 FEB 12) ... Sonar Technician Submarine 2nd Class Thomas Rooney, USS Constitution Public Affairs 

CHARLESTOWN, Mass. -- USS Constitution will 
officially open its 2012 lottery program to the public from the 
ship's berth in Charlestown, Mass. March 1. 

The lottery drawing selects 150 winners to ride 
Constitution for her annual July 4th turnaround cruise. 

"It is always a great to show Constitution to the public, 
but especially during a turnaround cruise and the lottery 
allows us to do that in a fair manner," said Cmdr. Matt 
Bonner, Constitution's 72nd commanding officer. "And this 
year's cruise has the added bonus of the Coast Guard Barque 
Eagle joining us and the Blue Angels flying over both ships -I 
cannot think of a better way to celebrate Independence Day." 

After the drawing, winners will receive a ticket signifying 
their selection and eligibility to embark. Tickets are non-
transferrable to other individuals with no exceptions. Winners 
will also be allowed to bring one guest, and all winners and 
guests must be in good health and be between the ages of 8 
and 70. 

Entries can be made by completing the entry form and 
returning it by e-mail or mail. The lottery will close April 27, 
and the drawing will be held April 30. 

"I think this is a great opportunity for the public to be a 
part of this ship's great history," said Logistics Specialist 2nd 

Class (SW/AW) Johnny Janica, Constitution. "It's a great way 
to see our mission here on Constitution. Along with it being a 
special time for the ship, this year marks the bicentennial of 
the War of 1812." 

The July 4th turnaround cruise celebrates the nation's 
birthday with a salute to the nation by Constitution firing a 21-
gun salute exchange with Fort Independence located on Castle 
Island. The voyage is about 4.5 miles total, typically lasting 
three hours. 

To enter the lottery or for more information on the lottery 
program, visit 
http://www.history.navy.mil/ussconstitution/Lottery.html. 

Constitution is the world's oldest commissioned warship 
afloat. She defended the sea lanes against threat from 1797 to 
1855, much like the mission of today's Navy. Constitution's 
mission today is to offer community outreach and education 
about the ship's history, as it welcomes more than 535,000 
visitors per year. 

For more information about Constitution, visit 
www.history.navy.mil/ussconstitution or 
www.facebook.com/ussconstitutionofficial. 
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37. Issues Remain Over Redeployment Of Okinawa Marines: Defense Minister 
(KYODO NEWS 29 FEB 12) 

TOKYO -- Japanese Defense Minister Naoki Tanaka said 
Tuesday that more issues need to be sorted out in ongoing 
bilateral talks with the United States on the redeployment of 
some U.S. Marines in Okinawa Prefecture. 

“While there are many points that have come close to 
being finalized, there are still some issues that remain,” 
Tanaka told reporters after senior officials of the two countries 
wrapped up their two-day talks in Tokyo on the realignment of 
U.S. forces. 

Tokyo and Washington are reviewing a 2006 road map 
for the realignment of Okinawa-based Marines after having 
agreed that the transfer of some of the Marines is no longer 
contingent on the relocation of the functions of the U.S. 

Marine Corps' Futenma Air Station to a replacement 
facility within Okinawa Prefecture. 

“We had a very good discussion across a wide range of 
issues on the (Japan-U.S.) alliance,” U.S. Deputy Assistant 
Secretary of State for East Asian and Pacific Affairs Jim 
Zumwalt told reporters after the talks, which took place after 
the two countries announced a new policy on the Marine 
redeployment on Feb. 8. 

Zumwalt did not elaborate on the details of the talks 
involving senior foreign and defense officials. 

Tokyo and Washington plan to hold such talks twice a 
month from March. 
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At the meeting in Tokyo, the officials are believed to have 
discussed the new policy from the standpoint of easing the 
burden on Okinawa from hosting bases. 

Under the existing realignment plan, relocating the 
Futenma base to another location within the prefecture was a 
precondition for transferring around 8,000 of the 18,000 
Marines and 9,000 dependents from Okinawa to Guam. 

Of the 8,000 Okinawa Marines, the Pentagon is 
considering moving about 4,700 to Guam, according to 
sources familiar with the situation. 

The unit composition and where else in the Pacific the 
remaining 3,300 Marines could be moved is part of the 
ongoing negotiations between the two sides. 

In association with the Marines' transfer to Guam, Japan 
is calling for the United States to say when military facilities 
and land occupied by U.S. forces south of the U.S. Air Force's 
Kadena base would be returned, officials said. 

It remains uncertain whether the time frame will be 
stipulated in a bilateral agreement on the realignment of U.S. 
forces aimed for late April. 

The meeting, the second of its kind since Feb. 6, also 
involved Takeo Akiba, deputy director general of the Foreign 

Ministry's North American Affairs Bureau, and Tetsuro 
Kuroe, deputy director general of the Defense Ministry's 
Defense Policy Bureau. 

Senator Reiterates Need for Alternative To Futenma 
Base Relocation 

(KYODO NEWS 28 FEB 12) 
WASHINGTON -- U.S. Senator Carl Levin, chairman of 

the Senate Arms Services Committee, reiterated Tuesday that 
the current plan to relocate the U.S. Marine Corps' Futenma 
Air Station to a coastal area within Okinawa Prefecture is 
unrealistic and unaffordable, saying an alternative plan is 
necessary. 

“Otherwise, the current Futenma air station is going to 
stay open and operational for the foreseeable future,” Levin, a 
Democrat from Michigan, said in a hearing of his panel. 

Levin cited Okinawa Gov. Hirokazu Nakaima's call to 
move the Marine base out of the island prefecture when the 
governor met Monday with Japanese Prime Minister 
Yoshihiko Noda there. 

The plan to move the Futenma base from a residential 
area of Ginowan to the less densely populated Henko district 
of Nago has been hamstrung by strong local opposition. 
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NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
38. With Dinner For A Few, Obama Honors All Iraq Vets 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 29 FEB 12) ... Nancy Benac 

WASHINGTON -- Richard Nixon threw a huge gala for 
former Vietnam POWs. Harry Truman cheered at multiple 
parades honoring veterans of World War II. Andrew Johnson 
presided over the pageantry of a two-day review of Union 
troops at the end of the Civil War. 

Now President Barack Obama is honoring the more than 
1 million American troops who served in Iraq by welcoming a 
small cross-section to a formal dinner at the White House on 
Wednesday night. The dinner for 200 — about half military 
personnel or veterans and the rest their guests — will include 
service members from all 50 states and the U.S. territories. 

Some are in their 20s; some in their 50s. One served just 
months in Iraq; one was deployed six times. Some left the 
military with life-altering wounds; most still serve. A widow 
will represent the loved ones of the nearly 4,500 Americans 
who died. 

White House spokesman Jay Carney said the president 
had invited the Iraq veterans to the East Room dinner "to note 
the remarkable accomplishments and sacrifice of the men and 
women" who served in a long and difficult war. 

The president, who called the war dumb and rash before it 
began, has missed no opportunity to celebrate its end, with 
frequent speeches, visits to troops and promises to ensure 
favorable treatment for returning veterans. In the process, he is 
able to underscore that the unpopular war ended on his watch 
— just as candidate Obama had promised. 

Among those invited to Wednesday's dinner was retired 
Marine Staff Sgt. Eric Alva, the first American to be injured in 

Iraq. Alva, 41, had a leg amputated after stepping on a land 
mine just hours after the war began. Alva said the dinner was a 
fitting way for the administration to recognize those who 
served in Iraq at a time when tens of thousands still are 
serving in Afghanistan. 

"We've learned from our mistakes in Vietnam," said Alva, 
adding that his father received no recognition when he 
returned home from serving in Vietnam. 

Some service members believe something more expansive 
is warranted to recognize those who served in Iraq. 

Jason Hansman, who served in Iraq in 2004-05 and now 
works for the Iraq and Afghanistan Veterans of America, will 
be at the dinner and calls it "a good first step," but says more 
should be done. He's bringing as his guest retired Army Sgt. 
Alice Peacock, who helped organize a huge welcome-home 
parade in St. Louis in January. IAVA is calling on the 
president to designate a National Day of Action to honor Iraq 
veterans with special events all around the country. 

The Pentagon, for its part, says it would be inappropriate 
to have a big national-level event like a parade when so many 
still are in harm's way in Afghanistan. 

Wednesday's White House dinner will be an exclusive 
black-tie affair, but low-key when measured against the lavish 
dinner Nixon threw for former POWs in 1973. That event 
drew about 1,300 guests to a huge red-and-yellow striped tent 
on the South Lawn for dinner and entertainment by Bob Hope, 
John Wayne, Sammy Davis Jr., Irving Berlin and other 
celebrities. 
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39. A Dubious, Costly Effort To Win Hearts And Minds 
'Info ops' programs in Iraq, Afghanistan are loosely run 
(USA TODAY 29 FEB 12) ... Tom Vanden Brook and Ray Locker 

WASHINGTON -- As the Pentagon has sought to sell 
wars in Iraq and Afghanistan to often-hostile populations 
there, it has spent hundreds of millions of dollars on poorly 
tracked marketing and propaganda campaigns that military 
leaders like to call "information operations," the modern 
equivalent of psychological warfare. 

From 2005 to 2009, such spending rose from $9 million 
to $580 million a year mostly in Iraq and Afghanistan, 
Pentagon and congressional records show. Last year, spending 
dropped to $202 million as the Iraq War wrapped up. A USA 
TODAY investigation, based on dozens of interviews and a 
series of internal military reports, shows that Pentagon 
officials have little proof the programs work and they won't 
make public where the money goes. In Iraq alone, more than 
$173 million was paid to what were identified only as 
"miscellaneous foreign contractors." 

"What we do as I.O. is almost gimmicky," says Army 
Col. Paul Yingling, who served three tours in Iraq between 
2003 and 2009, including as an information operations 
specialist. "Doing posters, fliers or radio ads. These things are 
unserious." 

Indeed, information operations are no panacea in crises 
such as the current showdown in Afghanistan after revelations 
that U.S. forces burned copies of the Quran, the Islamic holy 
book. NATO and Afghan forces have had little success in 
calming the country after a week of riots, attacks on U.S. and 
NATO forces and even a suicide car bombing. 

The Pentagon's counterinsurgency manual -- the guide to 
U.S. military policy in Afghanistan -- urges commanders to 
"aggressively use" information operations to win over local 
populations and to "admit mistakes (or actions perceived as 
mistakes) quickly." 

President Obama has apologized to Afghan President 
Hamid Karzai, and Gen. Martin Dempsey, chairman of the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff, has called the Quran burning a mistake. 
While the riots have subsided, it's unclear whether even the 
best information operations program could have stopped the 
growing rage over this incident. 

As to whether the hundreds of millions of dollars spent in 
Afghanistan and Iraq have been worth the U.S. investment, the 
USA TODAY investigation found: 

*The Pentagon's top information operations contractor in 
Afghanistan, California-based Leonie Industries, was started 
in 2004 by a brother-and-sister pair with no apparent 
experience working with the military. Camille Chidiac and 
Rema Dupont have more than $4 million in liens on their 
homes and property for failure to pay federal income taxes. 
Leonie Industries has Army contracts that could surpass $130 
million; the Army has already paid them more than $90 
million. 

*Contractors like Leonie plant unattributed broadcasts, 
plaster the countryside in war zones with billboards, stage 
concerts and drop leaflets with the intent of bending the will of 
civilians and combatants to U.S. aims. Contracts show that the 
companies often measure the effects of the propaganda they 
produce, essentially grading their own work, although the 
military reviews the metrics. 

*In Afghanistan, the Pentagon continues to create at least 
11 hours a day of what it calls "unattributed" radio and 
television programming. Information operators seek to tell 
Afghans who their real enemies are, why Taliban propaganda 
was wrong, what the Afghan government is accomplishing, 
how non-governmental organizations are helping them, and 
why they should serve in the security forces. Whether that's all 
worthwhile is open to debate. 

Karl Eikenberry, the former U.S. ambassador to 
Afghanistan and a retired Army three-star general who led 
forces there, wrote the State Department in July 2009 to say 
that information operations campaigns that "focus 
predominantly on negative enemy operations may be 
counterproductive" because they emphasize the Taliban's 
success, scare the Afghan people and show that the Afghan 
government can't protect them. 

In response to questions from USA TODAY, a senior 
Pentagon official acknowledged there have been abuses 
involving the program. "There has been such a desperate need 
to address communications vacuums that sometimes there has 
not been the proper coordination between thinking ahead what 
the mission is and the money that you apply to it," said the 
official familiar with the program who insisted on remaining 
anonymous to speak candidly. 

Information operations have borne fruit in the months 
prior to the Quran incident, says Rear Adm. Hal Pittman who 
recently completed a tour in Afghanistan overseeing them. He 
pointed to surveys showing 90% of Afghans view their Army 
positively and 80% approve of national police. 

"That's kind of the best measure of the effectiveness of 
whether or not these communication programs that we have in 
place are able to move the needle, so to speak," Pittman says. 

There is little way for anyone without a secret or top 
secret security clearance to know how well the programs are 
working in places such as Afghanistan. A Pentagon inspector 
general report on information operations produced last March 
is classified. 

Leonie Industries 
From the beginning of the Pentagon's information 

operations programs, military leaders have called for a 
dedicated career force specializing in that work. That need 
was detailed in a November 2005 Pentagon directive. By 
January 2011, little had happened, and then-Defense secretary 
Robert Gates repeated that desire in another military-wide 
memorandum. 

"In their communications with me, Combatant 
Commanders continue to stress the lack of adequately trained 
I.O. personnel," Gates wrote. "It is imperative to recruit, train, 
educate and properly track these individuals in order to 
provide the best possible resources to the war-fighter." 

Untested was a fair description of Camille Chidiac, who's 
now 37, and Rema Dupont, now 46, when they started Leonie 
Industries in August 2004. Chidiac worked as an assistant 
director on a series of low-budget, direct-to-video movies, 
while his sister Dupont had been in the advertising business. 
Chidiac and Dupont declined requests for interviews, instead 
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delegating a lawyer and spokesmen to answer questions from 
USA TODAY. 

Dupont and Chidiac's first known military work came as 
part of a team of subcontractors working for SYColeman, a 
Virginia-based company running the Iraqi adviser task force 
(IQATF), which recruited local Iraqis and exiles to help 
spread pro-U.S. and coalition messages among the Iraqi public 
and share information with the military, according to Dupont 
and documents filed in two federal lawsuits. 

By 2006, Chidiac and Dupont had each bought homes 
worth more than $2 million on the west side of Los Angeles. 
They also fell behind on their federal income taxes, according 
to IRS and California real estate records. By early 2011, liens 
for more than $4 million in unpaid federal taxes had been 
placed on both of their homes. 

Both Chidiac and Dupont, through spokesmen, said they 
were in the process of repaying their back taxes and that their 
failure to pay their federal taxes for 2004, 2005 and 2006 
stemmed from the difficulties surrounding the startup of a new 
business and payment problems involving their business 
partners. 

Their failure to pay taxes shows the lack of accountability 
in Pentagon contracting, said Rep. John Tierney of 
Massachusetts, the ranking Democrat on the National Security 
oversight subcommittee, on Tuesday. "This must be fully 
investigated," he said, adding that "families and businesses are 
too pressed at home to … have contracts rewarded to tax 
dodgers." 

The Army, which has granted Leonie at least $120 million 
in contracts in recent years, has both chided and praised the 
company for its work. Its employees have received 
commendations from the Army, and an Army contracting 
officer has given the company overall good grades, according 
to documents. 

However, the Army also has had problems with Leonie 
Industries in Afghanistan. The company did not pay for heat 
for its Afghan employees or provide for their medical care in 
the cold and increasingly dangerous war zone. Army records 
obtained through the federal Freedom of Information Act 
reveal that the Army threatened to drop Leonie's contract 
unless it fixed the problems, which the company eventually 
did. 

"This failure to pay local Afghan vendors puts the mission 
and your employees at risk," Barbara Voss, an Army 
contracting officer wrote Leonie officials on Nov. 25, 2009. 

Leonie responded, and the government was satisfied. 
Since then, Voss has filed reports saying Leonie Industries' 
"performance and product is (sic) highly valued by the 
customer," according a July 2011 assessment. 

More Money, More Scrutiny 
The Army defines information operations to include 

psychological operations, deception, protecting vital data, 
electronic warfare, and computer network defense and attack. 
Over the past four years, the military has spent an average of 
$96 million annually for information operations in 
Afghanistan. Overall, spending peaked in 2009 at $580 
million, dropped to $355 million in 2011 and $202 million in 
2012, Pentagon data show. 

Psychological operations, rebranded Military Information 
Support Operations in 2010, have accounted for the bulk of 

the spending increases since 2005, according to the Pentagon. 
It has also attracted congressional scrutiny. 

In the federal spending bill for 2012 passed in December, 
Congress told the Pentagon it needed to detail the various 
information operations program it had and how much money it 
wanted to spend on them. That's been a problem for the 
Pentagon from the beginning. 

"The Department can not currently identify what is spent 
on I.O. or even on specific core capabilities," said the 
Pentagon's October 2003 Information Operations Roadmap. 

Authorized by then-Defense secretary Donald Rumsfeld, 
the plan was meant to guide the military's far-flung set of 
information operations programs across the globe. But an 
analysis of Pentagon spending shows that hasn't happened. 

Money for the programs comes from a series of difficult-
to-track accounts and goes to contractors whose identities are 
shielded from the U.S. public and who are known to only a 
small group of Pentagon insiders. 

For example, the Pentagon used 172 different "contract 
vehicles" to provide information operations in Iraq between 
2006 and 2008, according to a report by the Defense 
Department's inspector general in September 2009. The total 
spent was $270 million. One payment of $34.5 million in 
September 2008 was for a strategic media campaign. No 
documents could be found to show where the money was 
spent, who spent it and whether it accomplished the military's 
objectives. 

Military officials acknowledge that spending has grown -- 
"exponentially" for some information operations -- at times 
without adequate oversight, though they maintain that has 
changed. 

"The reason there has been growth is because the 
commanders in the field have realized, 'Holy cow, we've got to 
operate in this space,' " said a second senior Pentagon official 
who spoke on condition of anonymity. "How do we do 
translations? How do we do assessments? How do we do 
polling and focus groups? How do we gauge whether we're 
being effective or not, and how do we evaluate that? And then 
use that data to calibrate our continued engagement." 

Selling Virtues Instead Of Products 
Information operations work like most giant marketing 

campaigns, as they use a combination of radio and TV 
broadcasts, leaflets, newspapers and entertainment to drive 
home their message. Instead of selling soap or cereal, 
information operators are selling Iraqi or Afghan citizens on 
the virtues of their governments, the need to report roadside 
bombs or how to switch sides from the insurgency to the 
government. 

U.S. military and government reports obtained by 
WikiLeaks show that information operations campaigns often 
work in coordination with intelligence operations. After 
improvised explosive device (IED) explosions or sniper 
attacks, reports show, information operators would flood an 
area with anti-insurgent messages while intelligence 
operatives would fan into neighborhoods to gather 
information. 

After an attack on a military convoy in Iraq in April 2009, 
Iraqis were told by information operators that "the true 
enemies of your nation are the criminals that continue to 
attack the brave security forces and soldiers protecting you 
and your families," a military report obtained via WikiLeaks 
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shows. The message also asked citizens to call a tip line to 
report "any information that can lead to the arrest and 
conviction of these criminals." 

In Afghanistan, information operations campaigns are 
often used to bolster local officials, who are viewed with 
suspicion by many Afghans because of their ties to corruption. 
A Feb. 10, 2010, cable from then-ambassador Eikenberry 
recounted a meeting between State Department and military 
officials with Abdul Raziq, an Afghan border police official. 

Raziq, Eikenberry wrote, said he wanted to improve 
conditions on the Afghan-Pakistani border in Kandahar 
province and fight corruption. Coalition officials proposed a 
campaign including local radio spots, billboards and "if 
credible, the longer-term encouragement of stories in the 
international media on the 'reform' of Raziq, the so-called 
'Master of Spin.' " 

Retired rear admiral Greg Smith, who oversaw all 
communications programs in Afghanistan from 2009 to 2011 
and prior to that in Iraq, says commanders have the resources 
they need to "put out product, real time," either on their own 
or through a contractor. They then pay Afghan media outlets 
to deliver the message, he says. 

In 2011, Pittman succeeded Smith and acknowledged that 
linking changes in behavior to a specific radio, TV or leaflet 
campaign has been difficult. But it has improved in the past 
seven months, he says. Contractors poll 13,000 Afghans from 
across the country every three months, and military officials 
analyze the results, he says. 

"It's still difficult because communications is not cause 
and effect," Pittman says. "Considering that a tremendous 
amount of developmental work has been done to create 
measures of effectiveness that actually measure the efforts and 
can show an impact through polling." 

Contract documents for at least a dozen information 
operations programs reviewed by USA TODAY show that the 
successful performance of a contract is measured more by 
output than effectiveness. 

"How many messages were produced, how many leaflets 
were distributed?" Yingling says. "Those are variables that we 
can turn up and down with money. But that doesn't measure 
anything in the host-nation culture." 

If the government does try to see whether a campaign 
actually works, military contract records show, it usually relies 
on the contractor to review itself, which is an inherent conflict 
of interest. 

Yingling learned as a battalion commander in Iraq that the 
most effective information operations is identifying key 
community leaders and convincing them that they and the 
United States have shared interests. He cites Col. H.R. 
McMaster's work in 2005 taming Tal Afar, the northern Iraqi 
city that served as an early example of an effective 
counterinsurgency strategy. 

"We're paying a lot of money to contractors to plant or get 
stories into the news, or influence local broadcasts," Yingling 
says. "Is that how critical decision makers (among the Iraqi or 
Afghan populations) are making their decisions? No." 

Hiding The Messenger 
Although hundreds of millions of U.S. taxpayer dollars 

have been spent on information operations, the hand of the 
United States is rarely apparent. And that's how the Pentagon 
wants it. 

In Afghanistan, the military is "cranking out over 1,000 
hours of TV and radio programming each quarter in both 
attributed and unattributed fashion," according to an April 
newsletter published by the command in Kabul. "Unattributed 
-- meaning that some of our message can't be traced to the 
coalition, hence no preconceived prejudices resonate with the 
populace." 

J.P. Morgan, the senior information operations adviser, 
wrote that the military also sponsored "many billboards across 
Afghanistan as well as posters" and "The Psyop Radio 
Network." 

"The honest truth is that because we are outsiders and not 
Muslim, we have a lower believability and credibility rating 
than people within the Afghan government or Afghans," 
Pittman says. If possible, he says, the military prefers to send 
messages through Afghans or non-governmental organizations 
that work in Afghanistan. 

Beyond leaflets and radio and TV shows, the military also 
pays for concerts to welcome home Afghan security forces 
from deployments, says Mike Holmes, a former Army 
information operations officer who helped plan the 
performances. The military picked performers who would sing 
nationalist themes to help build morale. 

"We didn't lie," Holmes says. "We didn't say it was an 
Afghan production. But we didn't play it up as the brainchild 
of a couple of Americans sitting in an office somewhere." 

Smith says the military generally produces the scripts for 
messages and manages the operation, but contractors produce 
the finished radio or television spots. 

He estimates that 70% of the spots are broadcast on radio, 
25% on television and the rest in print. While the messages 
come from the U.S. military, the voices that deliver them do 
not, Smith says. 

"All of the voices, if you will, are local voices," he says. 
"There was never, as I recall, anything other than a local 
voice, somebody who people knew. They're hearing 
somebody they know and trust." 

An 'Iraq Star' In The Making 
In 2008, information operations sought to co-opt Iraq 

Star, a hit television show patterned after American Idol, to 
put out pro-Iraqi-government messages, according to a 
presentation obtained by USA TODAY. 

Military officials proposed options ranging from 
$300,000 to $24 million to help support "a regional television 
production that celebrates the rich diversity of Iraq, builds 
hope and unity, and demonstrates normalcy here." Iraq Star, 
the proposal noted, had received extensive attention in Arab 
and Western media, including The Washington Post, USA 
TODAY and Time magazine. 

The military command in Iraq "has the opportunity to 
sponsor the program with (information operations) messaging 
for about $300,000." For $400,000 more, the military could 
have chosen its own contractor to produce the program, while 
$24 million would have built a studio in Baghdad and allowed 
for "private transportation for celebrity stars in and out of Iraq 
for all prime-time broadcasts." 

Ultimately, the proposals were deemed too costly, said a 
source familiar with the project who talked about it on 
condition of anonymity because he works in the field. 
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40. Expert Tells CSU Audience: Alternative Energy Can Be 21st Century 'Victory Gardens' 
(FT. COLLINS COLORADOAN 28 FEB 12) ... Bobby Magill 

Today, the United States has no control over its energy 
future, but 21st century "victory gardens" may help us gain 
some of it back. 

That was the message from a former top Pentagon official 
Monday speaking at a Colorado State University forum 
addressing energy and national security hosted by former Gov. 
Bill Ritter. 

The United States is exporting $1 billion per day to pay 
for its addiction to oil, and its future national security depends 
entirely on finding new forms of energy that can be produced 
domestically, said retired Navy Adm. Dennis McGinn. 

McGinn, a naval aviator who led the development of the 
Navy's future strategic capabilities now serving as the 
president of the American Council on Renewable Energy, said 
anyone who thinks that exploiting domestic oil supplies is the 
silver bullet that will solve our energy security problem is 
mistaken. 

"A nation that uses more than 20 percent of the oil that is 
produced globally every single year, that sits on at best 
estimates 3 percent of the known reserves cannot drill its way 
out of the situation of energy insecurity that we're in," he said. 

Biofuels and other renewables alone can't solve the 
problem, either, but they're part of the solution, he said. 

"People will say it's energy efficiency, and probably that 
is about as close to a silver bullet as we're going to come," he 
said. 

"What we need is what our forefathers did in coming out 
of the Depression and getting us victoriously through World 
War II and into becoming the world's power economically, 
militarily and the moral authority through diplomacy," 
McGinn said. 

He said he'd like to see windmills, solar farms, energy 
efficiency technology, geothermal and biomass power to 
become "the victory gardens of the 21st century.” 

From a European perspective, the United States’ energy 
security is a global issue that dovetails with water challenges 

in Asia and food shortages in Africa, said Royal Navy Rear 
Adm. Neil Morisetti, the United Kingdom’s Climate and 
Energy Security envoy. 

Climate change, affected by global carbon emissions, is 
going to have its greatest effect in parts of the world where 
there are food shortages, he said. 

“We’re a globalized world,” he said, a fact illustrated by 
recent floods in Thailand causing parts shortages for Toyota, 
Honda and microchip manufacturers, which affected 
economies across the globe. 

“So what are we going to do about this?” he said, urging 
Americans to set goals to meet energy security challenges. 

“We need an energy strategy,” he said. “No matter what 
sort of energy you use, use less of it. That’s the best form of 
energy security.” 

Mike Bennett, representing U.S. Rep. Cory Gardner, D-
Colo., extolled the success of the oil industry in Weld County, 
where energy companies plan to spend more than $7 billion in 
drilling for oil and gas. 

Outlining some of the problems Colorado is facing, 
Bennett said that water availability is a major challenge to oil 
and gas development. 

Hydraulic fracturing, he said, created a new demand for 
water that competes with existing uses. 

When asked if a carbon tax would assist in preparing the 
United States future energy challenges, Ritter called a carbon 
tax “an investment in security.” 

“We need a coherent national security policy,” he said. 
“Part of that could be putting a price on carbon.” 

Though McGinn called a carbon tax “a way of making an 
investment collectively as citizens,” Bennett said Gardner’s 
staff is convinced additional taxes will make businesses less 
competitive on the global market. 

“The most sustainable renewable industry is going to 
come without mandates, without subsidies,” he said. 
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41. Cooperative Captives Get New Soccer Field 
The military is building a gravel soccer field — with guard towers and barbed-wire fences — for cooperating 
captives at Guantanamo. 
(MIAMI HERALD 29 FEB 12) ... Carol Rosenberg 

GUANTANAMO BAY NAVY BASE, Cuba — The 
military unveiled a new $744,000 soccer field Tuesday, a 
dusty enclosure with two-toned gravel and fences topped by 
barbed wire — all designed as a quality-of-life improvement 
for cooperative captives. 

The goals were missing but the military had erected two 
guard towers, lights and surveillance cameras at the site 
outside a penitentiary-style building called Camp 6 where the 
Pentagon imprisons about 120 of the 171 captives here. 

News photography was forbidden for security reasons, 
said Navy Cmdr. Tamsen Reese, prison camps spokeswoman, 
whose public relations team released Pentagon-approved 
photos of the 28,000-square-foot field later in the day. 

Prison camp officers brought about a dozen visiting 
journalists to the project on Tuesday, a day ahead of the 

arraignment of Majid Khan, a former Baltimore resident who 
has agreed to plead guilty to war crimes and testify against 
other captives in future military commissions. 

While the tour was under way, the Pentagon unsealed a 
portion of a secret deal with Khan that postpones his 
sentencing hearing until 2016. 

Khan, who turned 32 Tuesday, allegedly acted as a 
courier for $50,000 between Pakistan and Thailand that was 
used in the 2003 suicide bombing of a Marriott Hotel in 
Jakarta, Indonesia. Eleven people were killed and dozens more 
were wounded. He also allegedly researched U.S. gas stations 
as terror targets for a senior al-Qaida leader and at one point 
donned a bogus bomb vest in a test of his willingness to blow 
himself up and kill Pakistani President Pervez Musharraf. 
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Khan will enter his plea Wednesday in a public hearing 
with a built-in 40-second delay that allows an intelligence 
censor to hit a white-noise button in case anyone in court 
divulges classified information. 

In the public portion of the deal, the case prosecutor, 
Courtney Sullivan of the Department of Justice, agreed to 
propose a 25- to 40-year prison sentence. Still under seal was 
a secret agreement on how many years of Khan’s sentence a 
senior Pentagon official has agreed to suspend in exchange for 
his cooperation at future trials in the next four years. 

In the case of Omar Khadr, the prosecutor proposed 25 
years, the jury returned 40 and the senior official said Khadr 
would only serve eight, most of it in Canada. 

Khadr is now serving his sentence at Guantánamo with 
three other war crimes convicts in a maximum-security lockup 
that has no access to the new soccer field at Camp 6. There 
was no indication that Khan would be joining the other 
captives. He has been held in a secret prison camp with other 
captives who, like him, were held for years by the CIA. For 
his safety, he was moved away from the other so-called high-
value detainees but not into the company of other captives. 

Guantánamo officials have developed a “Socialization 
Program” to ensure Khan is not entirely isolated from human 

contact. Since arriving at Guantánamo in 2006, he has only 
had contact with prison camp staff who hold top-secret 
clearance. It is not known whether family members from 
Baltimore will be allowed to speak with him. 

Khan’s parents did not come to Guantánamo for this 
week’s hearing. Instead, a military official said, they would be 
watching the proceedings from a closed-circuit feed at Fort 
Meade, Md., outside Washington, D.C. 

The showcase soccer field — half the size of an American 
football field — is being built by Burns and Roe Services 
Corp., said a Pentagon spokesman, Army Lt. Col. Todd 
Breasseale. It should open in April, as the third recreation yard 
at Guantánamo’s main prison camp complex, a year after 
construction began on what is currently the largest expansion 
under way at the decade-old detention center. 

The Obama administration estimates that it spends 
$800,000 a year per captive on basic operating costs for the 
detention center, whose staff numbers 1,850 government 
employees from contractors to guards. 

When it was suggested that the price tag was excessive, 
Reese replied that this base’s remote location at times doubles 
construction costs. 
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42. Once Upon A Time, Tiger Might Have Become A SEAL 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 29 FEB 12) ... John Paul Newport 

Tiger Woods's former instructor Hank Haney claims that 
Woods seriously considered dropping out of golf and 
becoming a Navy SEAL. 

In a book excerpt released Wednesday, Haney contends 
that Woods made frequent, secret trips—at least a half dozen 
in 2007 alone—to naval and marine outposts for training with 
SEALs units. "The purpose was a sort of 'dry run' to determine 
whether he could physically and mentally handle the 
demands," Haney wrote. Although Woods decided against the 

SEALs (he would have needed an age exemption), Haney 
believed the fascination hampered his pursuit of Jack 
Nicklaus's majors record. In a statement, Tiger Woods's agent 
Mark Steinberg said, "[Haney's] armchair psychology about 
Tiger, on matters he admits they didn't even discuss, is 
ridiculous. Because of his father, it's no secret that Tiger has 
always had high respect for the military, so for Haney to twist 
that admiration into something negative is disrespectful." 
Haney's book, "The Big Miss," goes on sale March 27. 
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43. Carrier Classic Moving Out Of San Diego For 2012 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 28 FEB 12) 

Organizers of the Carrier Classic say they’re moving the 
college basketball game out of San Diego for 2012 while 
hoping to return in 2013. 

Mike Whalen of the Morale Entertainment Foundation 
says his group is looking at other locations because an active 
U.S. Navy ship isn’t going to be available on San Diego Bay 
in the fall. 

The first Carrier Classic was played Nov. 11 on a court 
set up on the flight deck of the USS Carl Vinson at North 

Island Naval Air Station. With President Barack Obama 
watching from courtside, North Carolina beat Michigan State 
67-55. 

Whalen says it’s possible the 2012 game will be played 
on an aircraft carrier that has been turned into a museum. 

Connecticut signed a memorandum of understanding to 
play in the 2012 game. Whalen says his group hopes to 
finalize an opponent and venue in the next few weeks. 
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OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
44. Noda Must Rethink Futenma Issue From Scratch 
(ASAHI SHIMBUN 28 FEB 12) ... Editorial 

After six months in office, Prime Minister Yoshihiko 
Noda finally visited Okinawa. 

Noda's trip to the southernmost prefecture came far too 
late, even if he has been busy grappling with a raft of 

formidable policy challenges such as simultaneous reform of 
the tax and social security systems. 

Noda did not meet with the mayor of Nago, the city that is 
supposed to host new military facilities under the 
government's plan to relocate functions of the U.S. Marine 
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Corps Air Station Futenma, currently located in crowded 
Ginowan. 

In his meeting with Okinawa Governor Hirokazu 
Nakaima, Noda apologized, with a deep bow, for the 
Democratic Party of Japan-led government's wavering on the 
Futenma relocation issue since the party came to power. He 
also apologized for an unfortunate remark by a former 
director-general of the Okinawa Defense Bureau comparing 
the delayed release of an environment assessment report on 
the Futenma relocation to failing to warn a victim of imminent 
rape. 

The fact that Noda had to start his talks with Nakaima by 
offering an apology symbolized the impasse over Okinawa's 
base problem. 

Yet, Noda reiterated the government's official position by 
saying relocating the Futenma facility to the Henoko district of 
Nago was "the only effective way" to prevent the base from 
remaining in place. 

We understand the awkward situation he is in because of 
the lack of an alternative plan. But that cannot be an excuse 
for Noda to offer such a totally unconvincing argument for the 
government's relocation plan. 

As expected, Noda's talks with Nakaima, who insisted 
that the air base be transferred outside of Okinawa Prefecture, 
went nowhere. 

As recently as last week, the governor rejected a central 
government impact report for the relocation of the Futenma 
base to Henoko by submitting a written opinion opposing the 
plan to the Okinawa Defense Bureau. 

Nakaima's opinion is based on the view of experts in the 
prefecture that it will be impossible to preserve the lives of 
residents and the natural environment. 

It is highly unlikely that this opinion could be reversed in 
the future as a result of any change in the political situation. 

The already small possibility of the Japan-U.S. agreement 
on the Futenma relocation being executed is getting even 
smaller. 

Noda should take this reality seriously. He should 
abandon the plan to move the base to Henoko and work out a 
more radical revision to the current plan for realignment of the 

U.S. forces in Japan in time for his planned visit to the United 
States this spring. 

There is no hope for progress toward a solution of the 
Okinawa base problem unless the government opts for a 
radical policy change. 

At the same time, Noda should do something to ease the 
heavy burden on Okinawa imposed by the massive U.S. 
military presence. Okinawa hosts 74 percent of all U.S. 
military bases in Japan. 

Crucial to the success of such efforts is the return of five 
U.S. military facilities lying to the south of the U.S. Air Force 
Kadena Air Base. Tokyo and Washington recently agreed to 
separate the return of these installations from the Futenma 
issue. 

We hope the government will swiftly make clear which of 
the facilities will be returned, and by when. 

The government clearly needs to brace for tough 
negotiations over the proposal with the United States, which 
demands that base functions in Okinawa be maintained. This 
is time for the Japanese government to rise to the challenge 
with all-out efforts led by the prime minister. 

The government also needs to make a firm response to the 
problem of deafening noise pollution at U.S. air bases in 
Okinawa. The bilateral agreement to deal with the noise 
problem in areas around bases has become meaningless 
because the actual operations by U.S. forces have not 
fundamentally changed. Okinawans are longing for a tangible 
improvement. 

How is the government dealing with the revelation that 
another Okinawa Defense Bureau chief gave speeches to 
bureau employees about the recent Ginowan mayoral election 
before the poll? Considering what the official said, it is 
difficult to dismiss the charge that he implicitly urged the 
employees to vote for a specific candidate in the election. 

Unless the bureau chief is replaced, Noda's apology to 
Okinawa and his remarks about efforts to regain the trust of 
people in the prefecture will be seen as a mere lip service. 

In its efforts to regain the confidence of Okinawa, the 
government needs to make steady progress by taking one step 
at a time, starting with what can be done immediately. 

Return to Index 
 

45. Care For Cross-Deckers 
(NAVY TIMES 05 MAR 12) ... Editorial 

Navy leaders have been warning that upcoming cuts to 
defense spending will create a “hollow force” and put the 
burden of austerity on individual sailors. But for many sailors, 
that burden is already upon them. 

The growing use of cross-decking — moving sailors from 
one ship to another to complete a ship’s crew prior to 
deployment — is leaving a trail of victims in its wake. 

One of those is Sonar Technician (Surface) 1st Class 
(SW/IUSS) Bob Hay, who volunteered to deploy with the 
cruiser Anzio in 2009 and was rewarded for his efforts with a 
subpar performance evaluation — and a boot out the door 
from last year’s enlisted retention board. 

Hay’s middling evaluation was written by supervisors 
aboard his home ship, the frigate Kauffman, rather than the 
people who personally witnessed his work for the period 
aboard Anzio. 

Other sailors have suffered the indignity of back-to-back 
deployments, ordered from one ship to another, which can 
break operations tempo norms. 

The root problem is a shortage of thousands of sailors, 
according to Navy officials, who say they’re “buying back” 
2,213 billets over the next year and a half. 

But that only solves half the problem. The Navy should 
cut through the red tape and help sailors like Hay who have 
volunteered or been forced to cross-deck, only to suffer 
unforeseen career consequences. 

As with individual augmentees those sailors dispatched to 
fill expeditionary jobs overseas with the other services — 
sailors who cross-deck from one ship to another need a little 
extra care. The Navy has improved the selection process for 
IAs and fixed some of their quality-of-life concerns, from 
longer notification times and incentives that reward them 
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when they’re up for advancement. It needs to do the same for sailors who cross-deck. 
Return to Index 
 
 



 1

CHINFO NEWS CLIPS 
Friday, June 29, 2012 

 
Further reproduction or distribution is subject to original copyright restrictions. 

To subscribe, go to http://www.chinfo.navy.mil/pages/clips.html. 

 

TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. #SAAM: Navy Announces New Sexual Assault Prevention And Response Training 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 28 JUN 12) ... Chief of Naval Personnel Public Affairs 

WASHINGTON -- As part of the Navy's continuing efforts to eliminate sexual assaults and promote positive culture changes 
within the fleet, the Chief of Naval Personnel announced June 28 the creation of new Sexual Assault Prevention and Response 
(SAPR) training. 

 
2. War Of 1812 Remembered With A Bicentennial Celebration 
(QUINCY (MA) PATRIOT LEDGER 28 JUN 12) ... Jody Feinberg 

The War of 1812 can seem neglected, overshadowed by the American Revolution and the Civil War. But not this summer, when 
Boston will celebrate the bicentennial with an enthusiasm sure to bring attention to a war worth remembering. “If you ask the average 
American, ‘Who won the War of 1812?,’ they might say ‘The war of what?’” said Rebecca Crawford, manager of academic and 
family programs at the USS Constitution Museum, a partner in the bicentennial celebration. “But it’s important because it led to a 
spirit of nationalism. After the war, people started to refer to themselves as Americans, rather than by the state they lived in.” 

 
3. Ready For The 4th 
Ship arrives as city eyes security 
(BOSTON HERALD 29 JUN 12) ... Donna Goodison and Dave Wedge 

ABOARD THE USS WASP — Cheers from Castle Island kicked off the start of Boston Navy Week last night as this massive 
amphibious assault warship — appearing to match the height of the city’s skyscrapers — slipped into the harbor. 

 
4. Navy Issues Order To Account For Navy Families In Colorado 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 28 JUN 12) ... Navy Personnel Command Public Affairs 

MILLINGTON, Tenn. -- The Navy has issued an order to account for Navy personnel and their families affected by the Colorado 
wildfires according to a Navy message released June 28. 

 

CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
5. Despite Asia Talk, Navy Will Send Newest Ships To Mideast 
(WIRED 27 JUN 12) ... Spencer Ackerman 

The Navy is eager to build up its presence in Asia and the Pacific. But the so-called “Asia Pivot” doesn’t tell the full story. Over 
the next four years, the Navy will conduct a greater ship surge in the Middle East — which is also where it’ll send its newest, latest 
kinds of surface ships. 

 
6. U.S. Pacific Fleet 
(KHON FOX HONOLULU 28 JUN 12) 

WakeUp2Day is joined by Adm. Cecil Haney, commander of the U.S. Pacific Fleet. 
 

7. Japan Takes Command — But Don’t Tell Anyone 
(TIME 28 JUN 12) ... Kirk Spitzer 

TOKYO – Japan’s potent but often over-looked military takes another step onto the world scene when a Japanese commander 
assumes one of the top posts in a major multi-national exercise scheduled to begin Friday in waters off Hawaii. Whether the folks 
back home consider that a good thing remains to be seen. 

 
8. Russian Warships Heading To Pearl Harbor For RIMPAC Intl Maneuvers 
(MOSCOW INTERFAX 29 JUN 12) 

VLADIVOSTOK -- A squadron of warships of the Russian Pacific Fleet is expected to call at the U.S. naval base Pearl Harbor on 
Friday to join the RIMPAC major international maritime warfare exercise. 



 2

 
9. Old Diplomatic Spat Keeps Kiwis Out Of Pearl Harbor 
(HONOLULU STAR-ADVERTISER 28 JUN 12) ... William Cole 

HONOLULU — The New Zealand Defence Force, marking its first participation in Rim of the Pacific naval exercises in 28 
years, has sent a frigate, a tanker and other war-fighting elements to Honolulu for the world's largest international naval exercises. 

 
10. George Washington Returns To Busan, Republic Of Korea 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 28 JUN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Danielle Brandt 

BUSAN, Republic of Korea -- USS George Washington (CVN 73) arrived in Busan, Republic of Korea (ROK) June 27, for a port 
visit to foster relations with a longstanding ally of the United States. 

 
11. A Vital Link For Mercy 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 27 JUN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Clay M. Whaley 

SAMAR, Philippines -- Crew members aboard Military Sealift Command (MSC) hospital ship USNS Mercy (T-AH 19) transport 
more than 200 host country patients to and from shore daily in support of Pacific Partnership 2012 (PP12). 

 
12. Philippine, U.S. Naval Exercises Slated In Mindanao Sea 
(PHILIPPINE IQUIRER 28 JUN 12) ... Frances Mangosing 

MANILA, Philippines – The Philippine Navy and United States Navy, including the local and U.S. Coast Guards, will conduct an 
annual combined exercise to “enhance interoperability and share best practices” for a week in Mindanao Sea in July. 

 
13. Marines Return To Top End 
(NORTHERN TERRITORY NEWS (AUSTRALIA) 29 JUN 12) 

About 200 U.S. marines have returned to Darwin this week after a series of exercises with the Indonesian, Malaysian and Thai 
defence forces. 

 
14. FRUKUS 2012 Holds Joint Maneuvering And Aerial Defense Training 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 28 JUN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Stephen Oleksiak, Commander, U.S. Naval Forces 
Europe-Africa/U.S. 6th Fleet Public Affairs 

USS NORMANDY, At Sea -- The multinational training Exercise FRUKUS 2012 conducted its first series of training evolutions, 
June 27. 

 
15. Underwood Hosts Tour With Panamanian Maritime Students 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 28 JUN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Stuart Phillips, Southern Seas 2012 Public Affairs 

VASCO NUÑEZ DE BALBOA, Panama -- Sailors assigned to the Oliver Hazard Perry-class guided-missile frigate USS 
Underwood (FFG 36) welcomed students from the International Maritime University of Panama aboard for a day-long tour, June 25. 

 
16. U.S. Military Helicopter Burns After Emergency Landing In ROK; No Casualties 
(YONHAP NEWS AGENCY (S. KOREA) 29 JUN 12) 

POHANG, South Korea -- A U.S. military helicopter burned after making an emergency landing at a southern seaside village in 
South Korea on Friday, rescue authorities said. No casualties were reported. 

 

GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
17. Businesses Push U.S. To Ratify Law Of The Sea Treaty 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESS 28 JUN 12) ... Veronica Smith 

WASHINGTON — American businesses are urging the United States to ratify the UN Law of the Sea Treaty, saying it is needed 
to boost crucial domestic energy production and end China's near-monopoly on rare earths. 

 
18. Chamber Of Commerce CEO Says He Pushed U.S. Accession To Law Of The Sea Treaty 
(THE HILL 28 JUN 12) ... Julian Pecquet 

Thomas Donohue, the president and CEO of the U.S. Chamber of Commerce — and no friend of the Obama administration — 
said Thursday that he helped instigate the latest push to get the United States to accede to the United Nations's Law of the Sea Treaty. 

 
19. China Vows To Oppose Military Provocation 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 28 JUN 12) 

BEIJING — China said Thursday it would resolutely oppose any military provocation in its territorial waters, remarks which 
appeared to be directed at the United States, Vietnam and the Philippines. 
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20. South Korea To Sign Military Pact With Japan 
(NEW YORK TIMES 28 JUN 12) ... Choe Sang-Hun 

SEOUL, South Korea — Overcoming lingering historical animosities with its former colonial master, South Korea said on 
Thursday that it would sign a treaty with Japan that would encourage the sharing of sensitive military data on their common concerns: 
North Korea’s nuclear and missile threats and China’s growing military might. 

 
21. Turkey Sends Troops to Syria Border 
Military Units Redeploying After Downing of Jet; Assad Defiant on Eve of International Meetings on 
Transition Plan 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 29 JUN 12) ... Nour Malas, Ayla Albayrak and Joe Parkinson 

Turkey appeared to deploy armored military units on its border with Syria, raising tensions in the region after Ankara promised 
"decisive steps" in response to Syria's shooting down of a Turkish military jet last week. 

 
22. A Show Of Cooperation And Unity For Somalia 
(KHALEEJ TIMES (UAE) 29 JUN 12) ... Allan Jacob and Ahmed Al Majaida 

Much has been talked about piracy and its perpetrators, but more needs to be done for Somalia and its people. That was the 
message delegates took home from the second counter piracy conference in Dubai. Robust action against criminals at sea has paid 
dividends with three coalition naval forces and other navies taking the fight into the pirates’ lair in Somalia. 

 
23. Indian Navy Tests Out New Trump Card 
(VOICE OF RUSSIA 28 JUN 12) ... Ilya Kramnik 

MOSCOW, Russia -- In the Indian fleet, the Russian-made ship is to replace the Viraat aircraft carrier - the former British Hermes 
built in 1959, and bought by India in 1985. 

 
24. Russia Preps Mach 7 Missiles — With India’s Help 
(WIRED 28 JUN 12) ... Robert Beckhusen 

Russia and India are already testing a new supersonic cruise missile, which is pretty cool, we guess. But going Mach 2 or 
thereabouts isn’t all that fast these days. Everything has to go faster. That’s why the two countries are also developing a hypersonic 
missile capable of traveling more than five times the speed of sound. Problem is even building the engines, let alone missiles, is 
extremely hard to do. 

 
25. Russia’s Second Borey Class Sub To Enter Service By Yearend 
(RIA NOVOSTI 28 JUN 12) 

ZHUKOVSKY -- Russia's second Borey class strategic submarine, the Alexander Nevsky, will be commissioned by the end of 
2012, First Deputy Defense Minister Alexander Sukhorukov said on Thursday. 

 

PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
26. Military Pay Higher Than Ever Compared To Civilian Wages 
(MILITARY UPDATE 28 JUN 12) ... Tom Philipott 

As private sector salaries flattened over the last decade, military pay climbed steadily, enough so that by 2009 pay and allowances 
for enlisted members exceeded the pay of 90 percent of private sector workers of similar age and education level. 

 
27. Navy Surgeon General Emphasizes Progress At National PTSD Awareness Day 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 28 JUN 12) ... Navy Bureau of Medicine and Surgery Public Affairs 

WASHINGTON -- The Navy and Marine Corps' top doctor participated alongside his sister service counterparts and elected 
officials in support of National Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder at Capitol Hill June 27. 

 
28. SELRES E4 - E6 Advancement Results To Be Released 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 28 JUN 12) ... Navy Personnel Command Public Affairs 

MILLINGTON, Tenn. -- The Navy Reserve Force Selected Reserve (SELRES) E4 - E6 Cycle 90 advancement results are 
scheduled to be released July 2. 

 
29. Navy's High-Year-Tenure Policy Updated 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 28 JUN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Andrea Perez, Navy Personnel Command Public 
Affairs 

MILLINGTON, Tenn. -- As a reminder of the implementation date of July 1, a summary of policy changes to the Navy's High 
Year Tenure (HYT) program were reiterated in NAVADMIN 198/12, released June 28. 
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30. What Health Care Decision Means For Tricare 
(NAVY TIMES 28 JUN 12) ... Patricia Kime 

The Supreme Court’s decision Thursday upholding the Affordable Care Act has little impact on Tricare beneficiaries, who will 
see no change to their benefits. 

 
31. Supreme Court Health Care Ruling Changes Little For Feds 
(GOVERNMENT EXECUTIVE 28 JUN 12) ... Amanda Palleschi 

The Supreme Court's decision to uphold the health care law Thursday has been heralded as political win for President Obama and 
an interesting case study in constitutional law, but if you're enrolled in the Federal Employees Health Benefits Program, it won't 
change too much. 

 
32. Mental-Health Experts Call For Military 'Parity' 
(WASHINGTON POST 29 JUN 12) ... Steve Vogel 

The National Alliance on Mental Illness released a report Thursday calling on the Defense Department, the Department of 
Veterans Affairs and the Department of Health and Human Services to eliminate barriers to mental-health care and make better use of 
local care in the treatment of military service members, veterans and their families. 

 
33. Lawmakers Cut Time Off Work For Disabled Vets 
(NAVY TIMES 28 JUN 12) ... Rick Maze 

A House subcommittee has drastically scaled back legislation to protect the jobs of disabled veterans who need time off from 
work for service-connected medical treatment. 

 
34. Bill Offers Benefits To Gay Military Couples 
(NAVY TIMES 28 JUN 12) ... Rick Maze 

A key House Democrat supports providing full military and veterans benefits to same-sex couples. 
 

FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
35. Navy Completes Test of LCS Surface Module 
(DEFENSE DAILY 29 JUN 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

The Navy has completed the first stage of development testing for surface warfare module for the Littoral Combat Ship (LCS) 
program by demonstrating the MK 46 gun system and other weapons, the service said yesterday. 

 
36. San Diego's Role Key In Drone Development 
Local-Based Companies Contributing To Development Of Unmanned Systems For Military 
(KGTV ABC SAN DIEGO ABC SAN DIEGO 28 JUN 12) 

SAN DIEGO -- San Diego has had a vital role in the development of unmanned aerial systems, which have proven their worth on 
the battlefields in Iraq and Afghanistan, as well as on the war against terrorism. 

 
37. Warfare Center's New System Makes Big Impact For Missile Defense Tests 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 28 JUN 12) ... Naval Surface Warfare Center Corona Public Affairs 

NORCO, Calif. -- Naval Surface Warfare Center Corona's new mini-KU satellite communication system aboard USS Lake Erie 
(CG 70) cut data transfer time by more than 95 percent June 27, during the successful test of the nation's first live-fire, medium-range 
ballistic missile intercept over the Pacific Ocean using the Navy's Aegis Ballistic Missile Defense (ABMD) System. 

 
38. U.S. Navy’s High-Resolution Radar Can See Individual Raindrops In A Storm 
U.S. Naval Research Laboratory says study could help develop new severe weather monitoring applications 
(NETWORK WORLD 28 JUN 12) 

The U.S. Naval Research Laboratory (NRL) researchers said recently that a Navy very high-resolution Doppler radar can actually 
spot individual raindrops in a cloudburst, possibly paving the way for new weather monitoring applications that could better track or 
monitor weather and severe storms. 

 
39. Lawmakers Stand By DoD Budget Bill Obama Threatens To Veto 
(DEFENSE DAILY 29 JUN 12) ... Emelie Rutherford 

Key lawmakers predicted yesterday the House will make few changes to the Pentagon budget bill in two weeks, despite the White 
House's opposition and Senate plans to advance a more-modest version. 
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40. General Dynamics In Talks To Buy Part Of Earl Industries 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 29 JUN 12) ... Robert McCabe 

PORTSMOUTH--General Dynamics Corp. is talking with Portsmouth-based Earl Industries LLC about acquiring three of its 
business units, including its two ship-repair operations, in a deal that is expected to become final by the end of the summer. 

 
41. F-35 Strike Ends; Work To Resume Monday 
(DEFENSE DAILY 29 JUN 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

The two-month long strike that has affected production at Lockheed Martin 'sF-35 plant in Fort Worth, Texas officially came to 
an end yesterday when the machinist union voted overwhelmingly to accept a new labor deal and return to work on Monday. 

 

BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
42. Old Ironsides, 200 Years Later 
(WBUR NPR BOSTON 28 JUN 12) ... Delores Handy 

BOSTON — Tall ships and naval vessels from around the world arrive in Boston this week to celebrate Independence Day and 
mark the bicentennial of the War of 1812 during Harborfest. 

 
43. Navy Medicine Discusses Warrior Care With Boston Red Sox 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 28 JUN 12) ... U.S. Navy Bureau of Medicine and Surgery Public Affairs 

BOSTON -- Navy Medicine executives visited Fenway Park to meet with the leadership and medical staff of the Boston Red Sox 
June 27 to highlight how the Navy's global role directly benefits the city of Boston and to thank the team for their support of the 
military. 

 
44. Eyes To The Sky As Angels Swoop In 
(PORTSMOUTH (NH) HERALD 28 JUN 12) ... Charles McMahon 

PORTSMOUTH — For the final time in the foreseeable future, the U.S. Navy Blue Angels soared back into the Seacoast on 
Wednesday, setting off a flurry of excitement for aviation enthusiasts watching from the ground. 

 
45. Middle School Students Work With Navy Engineers To Solve Problems With Science, Technology, 
Engineering And Math 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 28 JUN 12) ... John J. Joyce, NSWC Dahlgren Division Corporate Communications 

DAHLGREN, Va. -- Middle school students are using their science, technology, engineering and math (STEM) skills to solve 
problems of Navy interest at the National Defense Education Program (NDEP) Virginia Demonstration Project (VDP) Summer 
Academy, June 25-29. 

 
46. Osprey Test Flights in Japan Halted; U.S. Adheres to Deployment Plan 
(KYODO NEWS 29 JUN 12) 

TOKYO -- Tokyo and Washington have agreed not to conduct test flights of the MV-22 Osprey at a U.S. military base in 
Yamaguchi Prefecture until more information about recent crashes involving the transport aircraft is provided to Japan, Defense 
Minister Satoshi Morimoto said Friday. 

 

NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
47. Plebes Start Naval Academy Career At Induction Day 
(WBAL CBS BALTIMORE 28 JUN 12) ... Jennifer Franciotti 

ANNAPOLIS, Md. - Thursday was a big day in Annapolis as nearly 1,200 young men and women from around the country 
entered the U.S. Naval Academy. 

 
48. Naval Academy Greets Record Number Of Female Plebes 
Early female grads speak with pride of gender revolution they helped start 
(BALTIMORE SUN 28 JUN 12) ... Childs Walker 

The snide comments surprised Randy Kurtz, who figured she was suffering the same harrowing rites of passage as her U.S. Naval 
Academy classmates as they trudged through the plebe summer of 1978. 

 
49. Near The Top After First Round, Hurley Can Handle The Heat 
(WASHINGTON POST 29 JUN 12) ... Thomas Boswell 

By Friday afternoon, temperatures are expected to be 101 degrees in Bethesda with a heat index of 110 at Congressional Country 
Club for the AT&T National. The weekend should be almost as diabolic. If ever a golf tournament becomes a test of physical fitness 
and mental will, this may be it. 
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50. Two Distinguised Navy Women Appointed To Defense Advisory Committee 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 28 JUN 12) ... Chief Operations Specialist Jessica Myers, Navy’s Office of Women’s Policy 

ARLINGTON, Va. -- For first time in more than 15 years, Navy representatives were selected June 26, to serve on the Defense 
Advisory Committee on Women in the Services (DACOWITS) which represents all the military branches to the Secretary of Defense. 

 
51. Medal Of Honor Denial To Be Reviewed 
(NORTH COUNTY (CA) TIMES 29 JUN 12) ... Mark Walker 

Defense Secretary Leon Panetta is promising a full review of the Medal of Honor denial for a San Diego Marine who witnesses 
say swept a grenade to his body to shield fellow troops from harm, according to Rep. Duncan Hunter. 

 
52. Stolen Valor Act: Justices Say Lying Is Protected Speech 
(WASHINGTON POST 29 JUN 12) ... Michael E. Ruane 

The Supreme Court on Thursday struck down a federal law that made it a crime to falsely claim being awarded a top military 
honor, saying the law smacked of an Orwellian Truth Ministry and threatened free speech. 

 
53. Navy Plan To Fire Dust Clouds At Space Junk Would Take 10 Years 
(TPM IDEA LAB 28 JUN 12) ... Carl Franzen 

In order to clean the area of space just outside Earth, scientists may have to make it a whole lot messier first. 
 

OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
54. Replacing Old Military Aircraft With Modified Jetliners Could Save $100 Billion 
(FORBES 28 JUN 12) ... Loren Thompson 

As the U.S. military gradually extricates itself from overseas conflicts, the inevitability of shrinking budgets has begun to 
dominate Pentagon deliberations. Whether or not sequestration of funds is triggered in January as currently mandated by law, it seems 
clear the only thing that can save the joint force from big budget reductions is new threats. With no such threats on the horizon, 
military planners are debating which defense capabilities the nation can do without. 

 
55. The Navy Might Steal The OpSail Show 
(NEW LONDON DAY 29 JUN 12) ... David Collins 

Surely the star of OpSail 2012 in New London is going to be the Cisne Branco, a magnificent sailing tall ship, the pride of the 
Brazilian navy. 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. #SAAM: Navy Announces New Sexual Assault Prevention And Response Training 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 28 JUN 12) ... Chief of Naval Personnel Public Affairs 

WASHINGTON -- As part of the Navy's continuing 
efforts to eliminate sexual assaults and promote positive 
culture changes within the fleet, the Chief of Naval Personnel 
announced June 28 the creation of new Sexual Assault 
Prevention and Response (SAPR) training. 

For the first time, targeted and comprehensive sexual 
assault prevention training will be delivered to every active 
and reserve uniformed member in the Navy. The training 
follows the Navy's all-hands efforts for Sexual Assault 
Awareness Month in April, during which all Sailors from 
commands around the world took part in focused stand-down 
sessions highlighting varying aspects of sexual assault and 
each Sailors' role in eliminating this crime. 

The training will also complement the Navy's multi-
faceted approach to education and awareness; prevention and 
intervention; victim advocacy and resiliency; and investigation 
and accountability. 

Training programs have been developed for command 
leadership (SAPR-Leadership) and for the Fleet as a whole 
(SAPR-Fleet). The wide-sweeping reach of this initiative 
ensures that all Sailors are motivated and able to intervene to 
stop sexual assault, according to Rear Adm. Martha Herb, 
Director of Personnel Readiness and Community Support. 

Embedded in the response portion of SAPR-L, 
representatives of the Office of the Judge Advocate General's 
Corps will provide facilitated training on the Secretary of 
Defense's new initiatives regarding Summary Court-Martial 
Convening Authority and the new changes to the Uniform 
Code of Military Justice as they pertain to SAPR. 

"In the last fiscal year alone, the Navy received 582 
reports of sexual assault, affecting Sailors across all ranks. 
This crime is corrosive to both our morale and to our 
operational readiness," said Herb. "Just as all Sailors are 
affected, all hands must work together to reduce and 
ultimately eliminate these crimes." 

"Both SAPR-L and SAPR-F training will provide our 
team the critical tools to eliminate sexual assault and promote 
the Navy's core values of honor, courage and commitment that 
define our culture of respect and professionalism," continued 
Herb. 

NAVADMIN 199/12 details the process for fleet-wide 
training. Starting Jul. 16, Master Mobile Training Teams 
(MMTTs) qualified by the Center for Personal and 
Professional Development (CPPD) will deploy globally to 
provide SAPR-L preparation training to command leadership 

triads (commanding officer/officer in charge, executive 
officer/assistant officer in charge and command master 
chief/chief of the boat/senior enlisted advisor) in Fleet 
concentration areas and locations with significant Navy 
presence. 

After receiving the MTT training, command triads will 
return to their units and provide SAPR-L training to their 
khaki leadership (E7 and above) through interactive video and 
facilitated face-to-face discussions. This 2-hour training 
course is designed to raise leaders' awareness about the reality 
of sexual assault in the Navy and emphasize their key 
prevention and response roles, provide leaders with tools and 
techniques to prevent assaults. 

To ensure all hands are trained, command leadership will 
then deliver SAPR-F training to all Sailors E6 and below. This 
training will focus on the importance of bystander intervention 
and will equip Sailors with the knowledge and skills necessary 
to engage, address and positively impact behavior at the 
deckplate level. Additional guidance on SAPR-F training will 
be presented to the Fleet in a future message. 

"Not only are SAPR-L and SAPR-F part of the Secretary 
of the Navy's 21st Century Sailor and Marine initiative, but 
support for this initiative from the top down to the deckplate 
will enable our Navy to create command climates and 
environments based on mutual respect, trust and professional 
relationships," added Herb. "This training is a lynchpin in 
eliminating sexual assault crimes within out ranks." 

Completion of all SAPR training will be reported using 
the Fleet Training Management Planning System (FLTMPS). 
Commands are required to complete SAPR-L training by Sept. 
30 and SAPR-F training no later than Dec. 31. 

Commands may access Navy SAPR-L and SAPR-F 
training information, policy information, training schedules 
and locations, FAQs, and FLTMPS reporting instructions at 
www.sapr.navy.mil. The site is also where command 
leadership triads register for SAPR-L preparation training. 

Sexual assault prevention is an important element of the 
readiness area of the 21st Century Sailor and Marine initiative, 
which consolidates a set of objectives and policies, new and 
existing, to maximize Sailor and Marine personal readiness, 
build resiliency and hone the most combat-effective force in 
the history of the Department of the Navy (DoN). DoN is 
working aggressively to prevent sexual assaults, to support 
sexual assault victims, and to hold offenders accountable. 

Return to Index 
 

2. War Of 1812 Remembered With A Bicentennial Celebration 
(QUINCY (MA) PATRIOT LEDGER 28 JUN 12) ... Jody Feinberg 

The War of 1812 can seem neglected, overshadowed by 
the American Revolution and the Civil War. But not this 
summer, when Boston will celebrate the bicentennial with an 
enthusiasm sure to bring attention to a war worth 
remembering. “If you ask the average American, ‘Who won 
the War of 1812?,’ they might say ‘The war of what?’” said 
Rebecca Crawford, manager of academic and family programs 
at the USS Constitution Museum, a partner in the bicentennial 
celebration. “But it’s important because it led to a spirit of 

nationalism. After the war, people started to refer to 
themselves as Americans, rather than by the state they lived 
in.” 

This nationalism and pride will be displayed in full force 
July 4, the centerpiece of a celebration that features public 
events daily during Boston Harborfest from June 30 to July 4 
and continues through the summer into the fall. 

These include the annual USS Constitution voyage to 
Castle Island, a gala, a harbor cruise with a USS Constitution 
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museum guide, tours of tall ships, international naval ships, an 
1812 encampment of marines and civilians, children’s 
activities, lectures and the unveiling of a new War of 1812 
Commemorative stamp. 

At the center of the action is the USS Constitution – Old 
Ironsides – the oldest commissioned warship afloat in the 
world. It won the first battle of the War of 1812 against the 
British HMS Guerriere off the coast of Nova Scotia, repelling 
cannonballs with its thick live oak hull, which seemed as 
strong as iron. It is an enduring symbol of the war, 
representing the triumph of the tiny fleet of a new nation 
against the tested, powerful British Royal Navy. 

Built in Boston and launched in 1797, it won all 33 battles 
it engaged in, including two others during the War of 1812. It 
was restored in the early 1930s and again in 1997, the year of 
its bicentennial. 

The war marks other turning points as well. It’s the last 
one Americans fought against not just Great Britain, but 
Canada, a country whose role in the war often is forgotten 
completely. 

In contrast to the war against Great Britain, the war 
against Canada was a defeat for the United States. It also was 
an early example of a misguided sense of national superiority. 

“We were the aggressors, and felt it would be great to 
release the Canadians from the British stronghold,” Crawford 
said. “But many people in Canada had fled the States during 
the Revolutionary War and sympathized with the British. They 
didn’t want to be released. Canada sees the war as their 
victory because they were able to keep us out of their 
territories.” 

Just in time for the bicentennial, the USS Constitution 
Museum has created a new exhibit, the 1812 Discovery 
Center. With engaging hands-on and digital activities, the 
center offers a way for people to explore the causes, course 
and consequences of the war. 

“In the past, the museum has done a good job of telling 
what the USS Constitution did, but this puts it in a greater 
context,” Crawford said. “It’s layered information so visitors 
can get basic information or explore more complex ideas.” 

Up to one million people are expected to visit the ship this 
bicentennial year, most of whom also stop at the nearby 
museum. A gala on July 2 celebrates both the ship and her 
crew, whose members daily care for her and tell her story to 
visitors on board. 

The black and white ship with 44 guns and masts up to 
220 feet tall is beautiful from the outside and equally so on 
board, where its brass shines and wood glows. 

The gala is from 6 to 8 p.m. on the Commandant’s House 
Lawn in the Charlestown Navy Yard. Tickets are required. 

On July 4, the USS Constitution, guided by a tug boat and 
with sails unfurled (weather permitting), will pass through 
Boston Harbor to Castle Island and fire a 21-gun salute. 
Overhead, Blue Angels and other military aircraft will perform 
a variety of flyover salutes. 

The museum-guided luncheon cruise departs at 10 a.m. 
from the Charlestown Navy Yard and Long Wharf. After the 
turnaround, the USS Constitution will be open for public tours 
from 2 to 6 p.m. at its home in the navy yard. 

“It’s a great way to see the ship in motion,” Crawford 
said. “If the wind is right and the sails fill, it’s awe inspiring.” 

Also in the Charlestown Navy Yard on July 3 and 4, 
Coast Guard members in 1812 period uniforms will perform 
gun and weapon drills and speak about life aboard an 1812 
revenue cutter. 

Additionally, the Eagle, a tall ship operated by the Coast 
Guard, will travel to Castle Island on July 4. It will be open for 
public tours from June 30 to July 3 at the Charlestown Navy 
Yard. 

During the week, a fleet of international tall ships will be 
in the harbor. These include: Cisne Bronco from Brazil, Gloria 
from Colombia, Guayas from Ecuador and Dawaruci from 
Indonesia. Plus, more than 30 U.S. and international naval 
vessels, crewed by more than 5,000 uniformed Sailors, will be 
seen in and around Boston Harbor during the celebration. 

A ceremony to unveil the new U.S. postage stamp will be 
held at 10 a.m. Aug. 18 in the Charlestown Navy Yard, and 
the original painting used for the stamp will be on view in the 
museum. More than 80 Marines and civilians will recreate 
camp and civilian life during a two-day re-enactment. 

The bicentennial events are planned by the Navy, Coast 
Guard, OpSail, the National Park Service and the USS 
Constitution Museum. All are open to the public. 

For more information, go to 
www.ussconstitutionmuseum.org/about-
us/bicentennial/events, www.bostonharborcruises.com, and 
www.opsailboston.com. 
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3. Ready For The 4th 
Ship arrives as city eyes security 
(BOSTON HERALD 29 JUN 12) ... Donna Goodison and Dave Wedge 

ABOARD THE USS WASP — Cheers from Castle 
Island kicked off the start of Boston Navy Week last night as 
this massive amphibious assault warship — appearing to 
match the height of the city’s skyscrapers — slipped into the 
harbor. 

“I’m coming home,” said Krysten McCready, 42, of 
Easton, a Navy cryptologic technician. 

Yeoman seaman Felicia Rogers knows exactly what she 
wants when she goes on leave today from the Wasp, which 
cruised into the Seaport District yesterday for Boston Navy 
Week. 

“I told my dad when he picked me up that we have to get 
pizza,” the 20-year-old Andover native said, noting a recent 
New York pie didn’t cut it. 

Capt. Gary Boardman, the ship’s commander, told the 
Herald the crew “loves” Navy weeks. “It’s a good way for the 
crew to interact with Boston. The crew gets to tell them their 
story of what they do out here,” he said. 

Hundreds of crew members manned the rails in the 
customary salute to the port. The crew of the USS Wasp is 
part of a crush of boaters and more than 3,000 Sailors coming 
to the Hub for Fourth of July festivities. 
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Meanwhile, ashore yesterday, police said they will focus 
on homeland security, boater safety and public drinking as a 
historic week of maritime events kicks off. 

Federal, state and local cops will be on high alert all 
weekend and next week as eight Tall Ships and several U.S. 
Navy vessels hit the Hub. Harbor patrols will be directing boat 
traffic in a counter-clockwise pattern through the harbor to 
allow boaters to visit the Tall Ships at the Fish Pier and the 
Navy ships at Black Falcon terminal. 

USS Wasp Arrives At Boston Harbor 
(NEW ENGLAND CABLE NEWS 28 JUN 12) Jennifer 

Eagan 

BOSTON -- The crowd on Castle Island in South Boston 
cheered as the USS Wasp pulled into Boston Harbor. 

Described by the Navy as an amphibious assault ship, the 
USS Wasp is the largest of the 20 Navy ships taking part in 
Boston Navy Week. The event commemorates the 
bicentennial of the War of 1812 and is a salute to all Sailors 
and Marines who have fought in the nation's conflicts. 

The public can tour the USS Wasp for free starting 
Friday. The rest of the ships will arrive on Friday. 

View Clip (RT: 2:11) 
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4. Navy Issues Order To Account For Navy Families In Colorado 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 28 JUN 12) ... Navy Personnel Command Public Affairs 

MILLINGTON, Tenn. -- The Navy has issued an order to 
account for Navy personnel and their families affected by the 
Colorado wildfires according to a Navy message released June 
28. 

NAVADMIN 196/12 requires commanders to conduct a 
personnel accountability muster of all Navy personnel and 
families in the Colorado counties of El Paso, Douglas, and 
Teller. Navy figures show approximately 3,100 Navy 
personnel residing in the affected geographical area. 

This order includes active and Reserve component 
Sailors, Navy government service employees and family 
members. 

Additionally, commanding officers are responsible for 
ensuring the muster is entered in the Navy Family 
Accountably and Assessment System (NFASS) at 
https://navyfamily.navy.mil. 

Individuals who are unable to contact their command 
should log on to NFAAS and muster on the Navy Family 
Members' section. Impacted personnel unable to contact their 
command or the NFAAS website can call the NFASS Help 
Desk at (866) 946-9183. 

Navy personnel and families, who are severely impacted, 
must log into NFAAS at https://navyfamily.navy.mil to update 
contact information and complete a needs assessment survey 
at their earliest convenience. Affected personnel can contact 
the Navy Personnel Command (NPC) Emergency 
Coordination Center (ECC) (877) 414-5358 for further 
assistance once their needs assessment survey is submitted. 

NFAAS standardizes a method for the Navy to account, 
manage, and monitor the recovery process for personnel and 
their families affected and/or scattered by a wide-spread 
catastrophic event. 
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CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
5. Despite Asia Talk, Navy Will Send Newest Ships To Mideast 
(WIRED 27 JUN 12) ... Spencer Ackerman 

The Navy is eager to build up its presence in Asia and the 
Pacific. But the so-called “Asia Pivot” doesn’t tell the full 
story. Over the next four years, the Navy will conduct a 
greater ship surge in the Middle East — which is also where 
it’ll send its newest, latest kinds of surface ships. 

That’s what Adm. Jonathan Greenert, the Navy’s top 
officer, told Pentagon reporters on Wednesday. The Pacific 
“rebalancing” — the Pentagon doesn’t call it a “pivot” 
anymore — is still on. But in order to move its traditional 
aircraft carriers, destroyers and cruisers to the far East, the 
Navy’s going to put its newer kinds of surface ships in the 
Persian Gulf. 

In fact, over the next few years, the Navy’s biggest 
muscle movement will be to the Gulf, not to the Pacific. 
Between now and 2017, the Navy will add nine more ships to 
the Gulf and northern Indian Ocean; it’ll add five to Asia. By 
2020, the Navy will bring an additional three ships to the 
western Pacific, and add no more to its anticipated hyper-
modern Gulf fleet. 

“What you’ll see here [in the Middle East] is the 
evolution of the Afloat Forward Staging Base coming online, 
combined with Littoral Combat Ships coming online and 
deploying, combined with mobile landing platforms coming 

online,” Greenert said. “So these are newer ships and different 
ships that will add to the [Persian] Gulf inventory.” 

The arrival of those newer ships to the Middle East will 
enable a “metamorphosis” of the Navy’s Asia presence, 
Greenert continued. Into the Pacific go aircraft carriers — 
more on them in a second — destroyers, cruisers and 
minesweepers. Littoral Combat Ships, with their plug-and-
play modular payloads of sensors and weapons, will come into 
the Gulf, along with the new Afloat Forward Staging Base like 
the retrofitted USS Ponce, a new kind of ship that can ferry 
commandos, helicopters, drones and Osprey tiltrotors. 

But it would be wrong to say the Mideast gets all the new 
ships and Asia gets all the old ones. Singapore is going to 
provide a home port for Littoral Combat Ships in a few years. 
And despite the “metamorphosis,” Greenert said that at all 
times in the foreseeable future, the Navy will keep at least one 
aircraft carrier in the Gulf. One carrier “is the plan, and we’ll 
take it from there,” surging more if the U.S. Central Command 
chief needs it. 

Similarly, “the capabilities that will bring to the Arabian 
Gulf today we will sustain,” Greenert said. 

“The theory is this,” the chief of naval operations 
explained, “if I have Arleigh Burke [-class] destroyers or I 
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have cruisers conducting counterpiracy operations in the Gulf 
of Aden or in and around Somalia today and I can do this 
mission with a Littoral Combat Ship — which I can — in the 
future, or another vessel, such as an Afloat Staging Base using 
aircraft from it or rotary-wing from it, then I can supplant that 
mission and I can now deploy that Arleigh Burke elsewhere, 
and the Asia-Pacific [region] would be an option.” 

Another caveat: Greenert only discussed surface ships, 
not submarines. The Navy won’t discuss where its submarine 
fleet goes. 

Still, the Navy’s Mideast moves are consistent with its 
current surge in the Gulf. The Navy is speeding everything 
from minesweepers to drones to missiles, plus commandos, to 
Mideast waters. Most importantly, for the time being, it’s 
sustaining two aircraft carrier battle groups in and around the 
Gulf, to send Iran an unsubtle message. The upgraded stuff 
will simultaneously maintain that pressure and implicitly tell 
Gulf Arab allies that the tilt to Asia won’t come at their 
expense. 

But the move raises questions about whether the Navy’s 
newer surface fleet in the Gulf will perform at the same level 
as the current one, Greenert’s assurance notwithstanding. 
Fewer aircraft carriers and cruisers in the Gulf mean fewer 
Harriers, F/A-18 Super Hornet jets and missile defense 
capabilities. When (and if) the Navy finally gets its carrier-
ready F-35 Joint Strike Fighters, they’ll be too large for the 
Afloat Forward Staging Bases in the Gulf, since they don’t 
host jets. And as much as the Navy wants the Littoral Combat 
Ship to be its new minesweeper, there are question marks 
around its survivability. 

Accordingly, the Pacific fleet of the future will be 
familiar, but it’ll arguably be more capable. It will inarguably 
be larger by 24 ships — nearly twice the size of the Gulf fleet, 
same as today. In the Pacific, the Navy will “lean forward in 
air-to-air [attack], electronic attack, electronic warfare, anti-
submarine warfare, and our capabilities in anti-ship ballistic 
missile and anti-ship cruise missile defeat,” Greenert said — 
just in case there was any doubt about where the Navy’s focus 
will be in the years to come. 
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6. U.S. Pacific Fleet 
(KHON FOX HONOLULU 28 JUN 12) 

WakeUp2Day is joined by Adm. Cecil Haney, 
commander of the U.S. Pacific Fleet. 

Admiral Haney spoke of recent visits among U.S. Pacific 
naval allies, Pacific Partnership 2012, and rebalancing of U.S. 

naval assets to the Pacific. Admiral Haney also provided an 
overview of the RIMPAC exercise. 

View Clip (RT: 3:56) 
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7. Japan Takes Command — But Don’t Tell Anyone 
(TIME 28 JUN 12) ... Kirk Spitzer 

TOKYO – Japan’s potent but often over-looked military 
takes another step onto the world scene when a Japanese 
commander assumes one of the top posts in a major multi-
national exercise scheduled to begin Friday in waters off 
Hawaii. Whether the folks back home consider that a good 
thing remains to be seen. 

The RIMPAC 2012 war games are the largest naval 
training exercise in years, with ships, planes and troops from 
22 countries, including Japan. The forces will conduct anti-
submarine, missile-defense, live-fire, counter-piracy and other 
drills over vast stretches of the Pacific through early August. 

For the first time, non-U.S. officers will command major 
components of the fleet. A Japanese rear admiral, Fumiyuki 
Kitagawa, has been named vice commander of the Combined 
Task Force. That makes him second in command of a force 
that includes 48 ships and submarines, more than 200 
warplanes and 25,000 troops. 

It is the highest multi-national command for any Japanese 
officer since the Second World War II and represents a vote of 
confidence in Japan’s increasing military capability. 

“This is a very significant event for the Japanese 
Maritime Self-Defense Force (JMSDF) because, for them, it is 
an affirmation of their capability and shows the level of trust 
that is being placed in them. To have any kind of actual 
command is something they’ve working toward for years,” 
says Garren Mulloy, an associate professor of international 
relations at Tokyo’s Daito Bunka University. 

Japanese officers have had various commands in bi-lateral 
training missions with the U.S., but never in a major multi-

national event. As the second in command of RIMPAC 2012, 
Kitagawa will play a key role in advising and assisting the 
exercise commander, an American. 

That experience could be invaluable as the U.S. moves 
additional ships and Marines to the Asia-Pacific region in 
response to China’s military buildup and territorial claims. 
China was not invited to take part in the RIMPAC exercises, 
which have been held every other year since 1970; Japan has 
participated regularly since the 1980s. 

In some respects, the appointment of a Japanese officer 
should not be surprising. 

Although officially pacifist, Japan has one of the largest 
and most capable military forces in the world, with the sixth- 
or seventh-largest defense budget. The JMSDF in particular is 
designed to train and operate in tandem with the U.S. Navy. 
The Japanese have focused on anti-submarine and anti-mine 
operations since the Cold War, and by now no one is better at 
it. This leaves the Americans free to concentrate on carrier and 
amphibious operations. 

“Any U.S. naval officer will tell you the JMSDF is 
damned good at what they do,” says Brad Glosserman, 
executive director of the Pacific Forum CSIS, in Honolulu. 

The self-defense forces also are among the most outward-
oriented elements of Japanese society. Kitagawa, 51, 
commander of a JMSDF destroyer flotilla, is a fluent English-
speaker, served three years as defense attaché in Australia and 
was a foreign affairs staff officer. Many younger officers have 
been educated at U.S. service academies and war colleges, 
assigned to U.S. think tanks and non-governmental agencies, 
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regularly appear at U.S. and overseas defense seminars and 
symposiums, and serve in exchange assignments with U.S. 
forces. 

This compares with the broader Japanese society, where 
few can communicate in English, attendance at foreign 
universities is dropping and only a small minority choose to 
travel or work overseas. 

“The JMSDF is very much internationalized and outward-
looking. They are very keen to get their young people and 
most able officers out into the wider naval community around 
the world,” says Mulloy, a former officer in the British army 
who has studied Japanese peacekeeping operations. “The 
average JMSDF staff officer has a much more cosmopolitan, 
internationalized view than, say, the average university 
professor or even member of the Diet.” 

The rapid deployment of 100,000 troops in response to 
last year’s devastating earthquake and tsunami, and concern 
over aggressive moves by China, have boosted domestic 
support for the Japanese forces of late. Nonetheless, mistrust 
runs deep. 

Tokyo residents filed a lawsuit to prevent a cross-town 
training hike by a mere 20 soldiers earlier this year (they lost 
the lawsuit, but a throng of reporters and cameramen disrupted 

the hike). Protesters lined the roads when a handful of tanks 
were transported by truck and ferry from Hokkaido to Kyushu 
in a mobility drill in 2011. 

And while Kitagawa’s role in the RIMPAC war games 
has drawn little attention, so far, defense officials last month 
were forced to answer concerns that Japanese warships in the 
2010 RIMPAC exercises might have violated restrictions 
against “collective defense” by participating in a gunnery 
exercise with foreign ships. There were no violations, officials 
said. 

Under Japan’s restrictive peacekeeping and anti-terrorism 
laws, Japanese troops in most cases are not permitted to 
command, or come under the command of, foreign forces. The 
U.S.-Japan Security Treaty provides an exception for exercises 
like RIMPAC 2012, which is hosted by U.S. Pacific 
Command. 

Nonetheless, Pacific Command was quick to issue a 
clarification this week that despite Kitagawa’s appointment as 
second in command, Japanese forces would not directly 
command, or be commanded by, any other forces during the 
exercise. 

Try telling that to the folks back home. 
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8. Russian Warships Heading To Pearl Harbor For RIMPAC Intl Maneuvers 
(MOSCOW INTERFAX 29 JUN 12) 

VLADIVOSTOK -- A squadron of warships of the 
Russian Pacific Fleet is expected to call at the U.S. naval base 
Pearl Harbor on Friday to join the RIMPAC major 
international maritime warfare exercise. 

"The Russian warships have covered a distance of 3,500 
miles on the way to Pearl Harbor doing firing exercises, and 
practicing skills to organize antisubmarine, air and anti-ship 
defense," the Eastern Military District's Pacific Fleet 
spokesman, Captain First Rank Roman Martov, told Interfax-
AVN. 

The Russian naval force is comprised of the large 
destroyer, the Admiral Panteleyev, the tanker, the Boris 
Butoma, and the ocean rescue vessel, the Foty Krylov, he said. 

"It will be the Russian navy's debut in the RIMPAC naval 
maneuvers. Previously, Russia was represented by Pacific 
Fleet observers," Martov also said. 

The RIMPAC naval maneuvers have been held since 
1971 once every two years, Martov said. 

The first such drill involved warships of the United States, 
Canada and Australia. Forty-five warships from 23 countries 
will take part in this year's 23rd RIMPAC exercise. Its active 
phase will be held from July 11 to August 2. 

During the exercise the Russian crews will practice 
operations to block a maritime zone, to ensure the freedom of 
navigation, and to fight pirates and arms and drug trafficking. 

Marines will train to evacuate civilians. The international 
naval force will also practice techniques of rebuffing 
submarine and air attacks. 
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9. Old Diplomatic Spat Keeps Kiwis Out Of Pearl Harbor 
(HONOLULU STAR-ADVERTISER 28 JUN 12) ... William Cole 

HONOLULU — The New Zealand Defence Force, 
marking its first participation in Rim of the Pacific naval 
exercises in 28 years, has sent a frigate, a tanker and other 
war-fighting elements to Honolulu for the world's largest 
international naval exercises. 

"They are certainly integrated into all the events. They are 
hosting a reception — just like many of the other ships are," 
said RIMPAC spokesman U.S. Navy Cmdr. Charlie Brown. 

Just not in Pearl Harbor, where the rest of the 42 
participating surface ships from 11 nations will be. 

Altogether, 22 nations, six submarines, more than 200 
aircraft and 25,000 personnel are participating in the largest 
RIMPAC ever, running through July and into early August. 

But a nearly three-decade quarrel over New Zealand's 
anti-nuclear posture still prevents the Kiwi frigate Te Kaha 

and tanker Endeavour from stopping in Pearl Harbor, just as 
U.S. Navy ships are not allowed to make port calls in New 
Zealand. 

Instead, the two gray warships — the 387-foot Te Kaha, a 
5-inch turret gun pointing off its bow, and the 452-foot 
Endeavour — are snuggled up side by side next to touristy 
Aloha Tower behind some flowering plumeria trees. 

"Closer to town. We're not complaining," said one of the 
New Zealand sailors, adding, "This is the biggest thing we've 
done in a long time." 

Even former Cold War foe the Russians, participating in 
RIMPAC for the first time, will be allowed to berth in Pearl 
Harbor, the U.S. Navy said. 

Military-to-military relations between the United States 
and New Zealand have been on the upswing since at least 
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2003, and in 2010, a milestone "strategic partnership" 
agreement, the Wellington Declaration, was reached. 

The two countries on June 19 signed what's known as the 
Washington Declaration at the Pentagon expanding the 
defense relationship. Changing power dynamics with China 
exerting its influence in the region have propelled the defense 
relationship forward. 

Joint training has increased, with 75 U.S. Marines and 
soldiers taking part in the exercise Alam Halfa with 1,500 
New Zealand troops in that country in April, and New Zealand 
engineers recently visiting Camp Pendleton, Calif. 

But the ship-porting standoff over New Zealand's nuclear 
posture, which U.S. Assistant Secretary of State Christopher 
Hill called "a bit of a relic" in 2006, remains in effect. 

"The U.S. is thankful for the long-standing partnership 
with New Zealand and though the recent signing of the 
Washington Declaration is a great sign of our cooperation, we 
do not agree on everything," said Army Maj. Cathy 
Wilkinson, a Pentagon spokeswoman. 

In 1985, citing its nuclear-free policy, New Zealand 
denied port access to the American destroyer Buchanan 
because the Navy would neither confirm nor deny that the ship 
was nuclear armed. 

The United States said it was suspending its security 
obligations to New Zealand under what was known as the 
ANZUS treaty (Australia, New Zealand, United States) until 
U.S. Navy ships were readmitted to Kiwi ports, and it ended 
most bilateral activities. 

Wilkinson said that while the nuclear-free policy remains, 
the 2010 Wellington Declaration "established a new 

framework for an expanded relationship and nearly 
normalized the relationship." 

"We continue to partner within existing limitations, which 
include not allowing New Zealand Navy ships to visit U.S. 
military ports," she said. 

John Pike, director of Virginia-based think tank 
GlobalSecurity.org, said the new defense relationship with 
New Zealand "is a considerable improvement over what we 
had when all of this nuclear allergy stuff started a quarter of a 
century ago." 

"We had been in the Great War with the Kiwis and we 
had licked the Japanese with the Kiwis and we had been 
together against the Soviets with the Kiwis — until this whole 
nuclear thing came up," Pike said. 

The fact that the U.S. Navy will neither confirm nor deny 
whether its ships have nuclear weapons aboard "is the thing 
that they (New Zealand) can't cope with," Pike said. "The 
reality, of course, is that occasionally, aircraft carriers have 
(nuclear) gravity bombs on them, but otherwise, the senior 
Bush administration took all the nuclear weapons out of the 
surface Navy 20 years ago." 

New Zealand P-3 aircraft and an infantry unit will be 
housed at the Marine Corps base at Kaneohe Bay, and a mine 
countermeasure team will be at Pearl Harbor. 

The two New Zealand warships, which are expected to 
remain at Aloha Tower until July 11, will get some company 
from the Hawaii-based frigate USS Crommelin, the "host 
ship" for the New Zealanders, so "the crews can join together 
in opportunities to enjoy Hawaii and build friendships and 
partnerships," the Navy said. 
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10. George Washington Returns To Busan, Republic Of Korea 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 28 JUN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Danielle Brandt 

BUSAN, Republic of Korea -- USS George Washington 
(CVN 73) arrived in Busan, Republic of Korea (ROK) June 
27, for a port visit to foster relations with a longstanding ally 
of the United States. 

Welcomed on the pier by ROK military members and the 
ROK Navy Band, George Washington made its first port call 
of its 2012 patrol and its fourth visit to Busan in five years. 

"This week is more than just a port visit. We're here to 
demonstrate our commitment to a longstanding ally in the 
western Pacific," said Capt. David A. Lausman, George 
Washington's commanding officer. "The U.S. Navy is 
committed to helping enhance the security and stability of the 
Asia-Pacific region, and our forward presence activities and 
engagements in this region strengthen our alliances and 
partnerships." 

After introductions, Rear Adm. J.R. Haley, Commander, 
Task Force 70; accompanied by Rear Adm. William 
McQuilkin, Commander, U.S. Naval Forces Korea; and 
Lausman provided brief remarks during a news conference 
with more than 30 local, regional, and international journalists. 

"We always receive a very strong and warm welcome in 
Busan, and that is indicative of the strong and enduring 
relationship between our two nations, the Republic of Korea 
and the United States of America," said McQuilken. 

The press conference was followed by a media tour of the 
ship to include stops in the hangar bay, Navigation Bridge and 
an elevator ride to the flight deck to view the aircraft of 

George Washington's embarked air wing, Carrier Air Wing 
(CVW) 5. 

During the three-day port visit, George Washington will 
open its hangar bay doors to over 800 guests for tours as well 
as a reception for distinguished visitors. While ROK guests 
tour the ship, George Washington Sailors will get a chance to 
take in the sites of Busan and see just what the city has to offer 
through nine different tours coordinated by the aircraft 
carrier's Morale, Welfare, and Recreation team. 

"The tours offer the crew time to unwind and at the same 
time, it gives them an opportunity to see the true culture of our 
foreign friends," said Aviation Ordnanceman Chief Mattie 
Hackney. 

Sightseeing isn't the only option for Sailors in Busan. 
George Washington's Command Religious Ministries 
Department is also offering the crew a chance to participate in 
nine community service projects, an opportunity that will 
allow them to integrate with local nationals and experience 
customs and traditions from the surrounding area. 

"We are very excited this year because we will have two 
projects where George Washington Sailors will get the 
opportunity to volunteer alongside ROK Sailors," said Cmdr. 
Brian Haley, George Washington's command chaplain. "This 
gives the Sailors a chance to get to know one another and 
provides teamwork between the nations, as well as a sense of 
partnership between the two countries." 



 13

George Washington departed Fleet Activities Yokosuka 
on May 26 to begin its 2012 patrol. Scheduled port visits in 
the Asia-Pacific region allow George Washington and CVW 5 

to build confidence and trust among partner nations through 
collective efforts that focus on mutual interests. 
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11. A Vital Link For Mercy 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 27 JUN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Clay M. Whaley 

SAMAR, Philippines -- Crew members aboard Military 
Sealift Command (MSC) hospital ship USNS Mercy (T-AH 
19) transport more than 200 host country patients to and from 
shore daily in support of Pacific Partnership 2012 (PP12). 

Currently providing aid in the Philippines, the Mercy's 
crew members operate two 33-foot utility boats, 12 to 16 
hours per day, ferrying passengers from ship to shore and back 
on small boats, called 'band-aid' boats. 

MSC Able Body Seaman Jeffrey Ginogino, a small boat 
deckhand, said these boats and helicopters are the two main 
sources of transportation to get from ship to shore and back. 

"If we were not here to transport people on a daily basis it 
would make accomplishing our mission very difficult because 
our helicopters have a limited amount of capacity to transport 
people and supplies," he said. 

At a length of 272 meters and 10 meter draft, Mercy's 
large size forces the ship to remain offshore. Therefore, 'band-
aid' boats provide a vital transport function that links the 
mission to the aid projects ashore. 

Ginogino said the MSC crew enjoys their role of 
providing support to PP12. 

"I love helping people in any way I can," he said. "Having 
the opportunity to see patients board and then disembark 
USNS Mercy after being medically treated is very rewarding." 

Lita Padilla, a mother escorting her daughter to Mercy for 
treatment, said she had a very welcoming experience from the 
crew members aboard her boat when transiting to the hospital 
ship. 

"The crew members operating the vessel were very kind 
because they went out of their way to carry my daughter to 
ensure she made it aboard safely," she said. "Then they 
provided her with food and water when she was hungry." 

Ginogino said some crew members participating in PP12 
are Filipino by birth, and are enjoying the opportunity to 
return and give aid to their people. 

"I'm originally from the Philippines, so it's great to see the 
smiles on my people and how much they appreciate what 
we're doing to assist them during PP12," he said. 

Now in its seventh year, Pacific Partnership is an annual 
U.S. Pacific Fleet humanitarian and civic assistance mission 
designed to work by, with and through host and partner 
nations, non-government organizations and international 
agencies to build partnership and a collective ability to 
respond to natural disasters. 

Return to Index 
 

12. Philippine, U.S. Naval Exercises Slated In Mindanao Sea 
(PHILIPPINE IQUIRER 28 JUN 12) ... Frances Mangosing 

MANILA, Philippines – The Philippine Navy and United 
States Navy, including the local and U.S. Coast Guards, will 
conduct an annual combined exercise to “enhance 
interoperability and share best practices” for a week in 
Mindanao Sea in July. 

The Cooperation Afloat Readiness and Training will be 
held on July 2 to 10 at the Naval Forces Eastern Mindanao 
area with at-sea activities in the vicinity of Mindanao Sea said 
Navy spokesman Lieutenant Colonel Omar Tonsay. 

The exercise includes in-port training, subject matter 
expertise exchanges, diving and salvage training at General 
Santos Bay, Sarangani; and medical, dental, engineering civic 
action projects and community relations activities in different 
locations in General Santos City and Glan, Sarangani 
Province. 

The exercise will involve the U.S. Navy and Coast Guard, 
Philippine Navy and Philippine Coast Guard surface, air, and 
special operations units in the conduct of shore-based cross 
training exercises, diving exercise, salvage exercise, air 
operations exercise, and at-sea fleet training exercises, search 
and rescue exercise, as well as friendly sports competitions in 
volleyball and basketball. 

The exercise will also test the personnel and naval assets, 
operational readiness and ultimately, improve the naval 

defense capability of the Armed Forces of the Philippines by 
an exchange of doctrinal and tactical best practices, Tonsay 
added. 

Carat will be participated in by Barko ng Republika ng 
Pilipinas (BRP) Magat Salamat (PS20), BRP Miguel Malvar 
(PS19), BRP Salvador Abcede (PG114), and BRP Teotimo 
Figuracion (PG389) for the PN; the USS Vandergrift (FFG48) 
and USNS Safeguard (T-ARS 50) for the USN; BRP 
Pampanga (SARV 003) for the PCG; and the USCG 
WAESCHE (WMSL751) for the USCG. 

The PN will also employ one (1) PN Islander (PNI 320) 
while the USN will provide a P3C Orion and a SH-60B 
helicopter together with a BO-105CB helicopter from PCG. 
Likewise, the exercise will involve around 400 personnel from 
the PN, 350 from the USN, 50 from the PCG, and 150 from 
the USCG. 

Carat, which started in 1995, is a yearly combined 
exercise conducted at different Naval Forces areas of 
operations on rotation basis. 

Tonsay said the venues have been determined a year in 
advance and are finalized following confirmation from both 
navies. 

Last year, the exercise was conducted in Sulu Sea area 
east of Palawan under the Naval Forces West. 
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13. Marines Return To Top End 
(NORTHERN TERRITORY NEWS (AUSTRALIA) 29 JUN 12) 

About 200 U.S. marines have returned to Darwin this 
week after a series of exercises with the Indonesian, 
Malaysian and Thai defence forces. 

The marines, who left in mid-May, have been 
participating in Co-operation Afloat Readiness and Training 

(CARAT), an annual series of training exercises designed to 
enhance maritime security and operational cohesion. 

The series of exercises contained land and amphibious 
operations. 
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14. FRUKUS 2012 Holds Joint Maneuvering And Aerial Defense Training 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 28 JUN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Stephen Oleksiak, Commander, U.S. Naval Forces 
Europe-Africa/U.S. 6th Fleet Public Affairs 

USS NORMANDY, At Sea -- The multinational training 
Exercise FRUKUS 2012 conducted its first series of training 
evolutions, June 27. 

The first training events consisted of joint-maneuvering 
exercises as well as simulated airborne attacks. These 
exercises improve interoperability between the participating 
nations and ensure that the ships could operate jointly in a 
dynamic environment. 

"In order to be able to operate together, we have to know 
the limits and capabilities of each ship in the event of an 
emergency," said Capt. Kevin Hill, commanding officer of the 
guided-missile cruiser USS Normandy (CG 60). "The 
maneuvering exercises show that we can move together 
without error. The aerial defense showed that we can not only 
defend our own ships in the event of a plane or helicopter 
attack, but that we can protect each other as well. This is a 
great demonstration of team work." 

The first day of training was successfully completed due 
to the efforts of each ship's crew. 

"Working together with the other ships proved to be 
difficult at first, but after a little while we started to get the 
hang of it and things flowed," said Seaman David Adcock, 
helmsman aboard Normandy during the evoulution. "It was 
good to see that we can move around each other in the event 
of an emergency and still be able to defend others as well as 
ourselves. That's what these training events are all about - 
looking out for and working with each other to help 
accomplish the mission." 

FRUKUS is an annual exercise aimed at improving 
maritime security through an open dialogue and increased 
training between the navies of France, Russia, United 
Kingdom and United States. 
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15. Underwood Hosts Tour With Panamanian Maritime Students 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 28 JUN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Stuart Phillips, Southern Seas 2012 Public Affairs 

VASCO NUÑEZ DE BALBOA, Panama -- Sailors 
assigned to the Oliver Hazard Perry-class guided-missile 
frigate USS Underwood (FFG 36) welcomed students from 
the International Maritime University of Panama aboard for a 
day-long tour, June 25. 

The group of 18 students arrived shortly after Underwood 
moored and stayed through the afternoon as members of the 
crew led them around to various stations on the ship. 

"Some of them came up to the foc'sle and received some 
hands-on fire-fighting training from our Damage 
Controlman," said Boatswain's Mate 2nd Class Jason Funk. 
"When they were turned over to me, we went over a couple 
things with them, like how the U.S. Navy conducts our deck 
evolutions. We explained to them how we moor up, taught 
them some of our terminology and showed them how we get 
our anchor ready for letting go and also how we secure it for 
sea." 

The students were also shown how a recovery would be 
carried out from the foc'sle in the event of a man-overboard 
situation and how to splice line. 

"The group was active and attentive," said Funk. "They 
had no problem getting hands-on and asking questions." 

While half of the students learned deck evolutions in the 
morning, the other half was taken below decks to learn about 
the engineering side of the ship. After lunch the two groups 
alternated. 

"We took them from the aft end of the ship all the way 
forward," said Electrician's Mate 2nd Class (SW) Aldo 
Rodriguez, who was a translator for the students during their 
tour. "A lot of it they've received classroom lectures on but 
they've never had any hands-on experience with the 
engineering stuff, so today they were able to actually see how 
things work." 

"It was a pretty good day," said Funk." I think they 
enjoyed the tour and they really seemed eager to learn and see 
how we do things in the U.S. Navy." 

Underwood is deployed to Central and South America 
and the Caribbean in support of Southern Seas 2012. 
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16. U.S. Military Helicopter Burns After Emergency Landing In ROK; No Casualties 
(YONHAP NEWS AGENCY (S. KOREA) 29 JUN 12) 

POHANG, South Korea -- A U.S. military helicopter 
burned after making an emergency landing at a southern 
seaside village in South Korea on Friday, rescue authorities 
said. No casualties were reported. 

The MH-53 helicopter from the U.S. Navy made the 
emergency landing on a rice paddy in Pohang, 374 kilometers 
southeast of Seoul, at 12:30 p.m. while performing flight 
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training, according to the southern branch of the Pohang Fire 
Station. 

After hitting the ground, a fire that started on the rotor 
destroyed the helicopter before being putting out by 
firefighters sent to the scene. 

All twelve U.S. solders aboard the helicopter quickly 
evacuated and no injuries or further damage was reported, the 
fire station said. 

"The fire began at the propeller following the emergency 
landing and moved into the fuel tank and the main body," a 
fire station official said. "No damage was reported except the 
destruction of the aircraft." 

The cause of the unexpected landing is not immediately 
known. The helicopter was delivering soldiers and military 
supplies to a Navy unit. 

Police and the U.S. military are jointly studying the cause 
of the accident. 
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17. Businesses Push U.S. To Ratify Law Of The Sea Treaty 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESS 28 JUN 12) ... Veronica Smith 

WASHINGTON — American businesses are urging the 
United States to ratify the UN Law of the Sea Treaty, saying it 
is needed to boost crucial domestic energy production and end 
China's near-monopoly on rare earths. 

Stepping up pressure on legislators to sign off on the 30-
year-old pact, a broad alliance of manufacturers, miners, 
shippers and oil explorers said doing so would guarantee their 
exclusive access to economic resources reaching up to 600 
miles (1,000 km) from the U.S. shoreline. 

With China controlling 95 percent of the world's rare 
earths production, ratification of the treaty "offers the best 
path to break China's dominance," Roger Ballantine, a board 
member of The Association for Rare Earth (RARE), said 
Wednesday. 

Ballantine, speaking at a news forum on the eve of a 
Senate hearing on the treaty, said that failure to ratify the 
treaty "will only worsen a very troubling disadvantage 
America has." 

His comments came against the backdrop of an escalating 
trade dispute with China over restrictions on its rare earths 
exports. 

On Wednesday, the U.S., European Union and Japan 
ratcheted up their complaint at the World Trade Organization 
by asking for a dispute settlement committee after 
consultations failed. 

The United States is the only industrialized power which 
has yet to ratify the treaty. 

RARE has joined a broad coalition of the National 
Association of Manufacturers, the U.S. Chamber of 
Commerce, the Chamber of Shipping of America, defense 
contractors, energy industry and other groups to press for 
ratification. 

Supporters argue that ratification will give U.S. 
businesses the legal framework for investment in costly, high-
tech exploration and development. 

Key among its advantages, they say, would be to 
legitimize U.S. claims to vast areas of the energy-rich Arctic, 
and unfettered access to lay and maintain undersea 
communications cables. 

It would also give greater access to undersea rare earth 
minerals, which are widely used in smartphones, flat-screen 
TVs, medical equipment and U.S. defense systems. 

Opponents say the treaty could actually limit U.S. 
businesses' access to undersea mineral wealth, by giving 
power to the International Seabed Authority to decide access 
rights; they also say the treaty could impinge on the 
movements around the world of the U.S. Navy. 

Secretary of State Hillary Clinton, Defense Secretary 
Leon Panetta and Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, Army 
General Martin Dempsey have all argued in favor of the 
treaty. 

Jeff Pike, who leads The American Sovereignty 
Campaign, the lobby in favor of the treaty, said ratification 
was now more than ever urgent, citing the importance of 
global communications links and also the melting ice in the 
Arctic that was opening up shipping. 

"This is really the right time to do it," Pike told reporters. 
Bruce Josten, the U.S. Chamber of Commerce's head of 

government affairs, said the treaty would open up "the next 
and newest American frontier." 

Senator John Kerry, chairman of the Senate Committee 
on Foreign Relations and a long-time supporter of the pact, 
has decided to delay a vote on the treaty until after the 
November 6 elections in a bid to avoid it becoming entangled 
in the political fray. 
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18. Chamber Of Commerce CEO Says He Pushed U.S. Accession To Law Of The Sea Treaty 
(THE HILL 28 JUN 12) ... Julian Pecquet 

Thomas Donohue, the president and CEO of the U.S. 
Chamber of Commerce — and no friend of the Obama 
administration — said Thursday that he helped instigate the 
latest push to get the United States to accede to the United 
Nations's Law of the Sea Treaty. 

Senate Foreign Relations Committee Chairman John 
Kerry (D-Mass.) repeatedly drew attention to Donohue's 
support in a bid to deflect conservative attacks during his 
panel's fourth hearing on the treaty. Some critics have alleged 

that Kerry is pushing the treaty to ingratiate himself with the 
White House in order to gain the secretary of State job if 
President Obama is reelected. 

“Everybody's kind of got it wrong so far,” Kerry said. “I 
was actually out to dinner with Tom Donohue, maybe a year 
and a half ago ... and at the very end of the dinner Tom turned 
to me and said, 'when are you going to get this Law of the Sea 
Treaty done?' And I was completely taken aback.” 
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In a short interview with The Hill after the hearing, 
Donohue confirmed the conversation but downplayed his role 
somewhat. 

“I have talked to a lot of people about it," he said. "And as 
the senator said, we were together one evening and he did all 
of his business and I said, 'not until I do some of my business. 
And I raised that issue and he got very interested in it. But by 
the way, there are a lot of other people who have been 
interested in it for a long time.” 

Donohue was one of four business leaders who testified in 
favor of the treaty on Thursday. He specifically rejected 
criticism that joining the treaty would harm U.S. sovereignty. 

“This treaty promotes our sovereignty, by codifying our 
property rights in the Arctic and on our extended continental 
shelf,” he said. “It will be ours, people will know it's ours, and 
we'll have every right to defend it.” 

As for the royalties that U.S. oil-and-gas companies 
would have to pay for redistribution by a U.N. body, he said, 
“my response to that is simple: The U.S. Treasury will lose 
hundreds and hundreds of billions of dollars in royalty revenue 

by not providing companies the legal certainty and stability to 
develop the extended continental shelf.” 

Donohue testified along with leaders from the American 
Petroleum Institute, the National Association of Manufacturers 
and Verizon. Their testimony might have had a greater impact 
on undecided Republicans than previous appearances by U.S. 
military leaders, who have to answer to the civilian leadership. 

Sen. Bob Corker (R-Tenn.) appeared to acknowledge as 
much when he questioned Jack Gerard, the president and CEO 
of the American Petroleum Institute. 

“It's a bit of an out-of-body experience to hear you testify 
about the administration doing something to help the oil 
industry,” Corker said. 

“The irony wasn't lost of me either when I was invited to 
testify,” said Gerard, who has clashed repeatedly with the 
Obama administration on off-shore drilling, the Keystone 
pipeline and other issues. 

“I'm very neutral on this,” Corker concluded. “I'm here to 
learn.” 

Return to Index 
 

19. China Vows To Oppose Military Provocation 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 28 JUN 12) 

BEIJING — China said Thursday it would resolutely 
oppose any military provocation in its territorial waters, 
remarks which appeared to be directed at the United States, 
Vietnam and the Philippines. 

China's military has established routine naval patrols in 
the South China Sea, "indisputable territory" of the nation and 
a matter of "national sovereignty," defence ministry 
spokesman Geng Yansheng said. 

"We will resolutely oppose any military provocations," 
Geng said in statements posted on his ministry's website. 

"The determination and will of China's military to 
safeguard national sovereignty and territorial integrity is 
unwavering." 

Geng's remarks came as the United States launched the 
largest-ever "Rim of the Pacific" naval exercises in Hawaii, 
involving 22 nations, including the U.S., India, Russia, 
Australia and the Philippines. 

China was not invited to participate or observe the 
exercises. 

Tensions in the South China Sea have intensified recently 
with Vietnam and the Philippines both accusing China of 
increasingly flexing its military muscle in the region, despite a 
pledge from all claimants to avoid actions that could further 
stoke tensions. 

Both the Philippines and Vietnam have also sought to 
shore up relations with the United States to counter China's 
increasingly vocal assertions over the region that also includes 
key international shipping routes. 

Geng downplayed the U.S.-sponsored multi-national 
military exercises, but voiced concerns over Washington's 
recent announcement to deploy more of its naval forces to the 
Pacific Ocean. 

"Frankly speaking, we do not believe that this (the 
multilateral exercises) is such a big matter and it is not worth 
being upset about," Geng, who was speaking at a press 
briefing that was only open to Chinese journalists, said. 

But "deploying more military forces in the Asia-Pacific 
goes against the world's pursuit of peace, development and 
cooperation, as well as trust among nations in the region," he 
said. 

The Philippines said Thursday it was committed to 
"defuse the tension" with China over a disputed shoal, despite 
the continued presence of Chinese ships in the area. 

"While we continue to assert our sovereignty over (the 
shoal) and sovereign rights over the waters surrounding it, we 
are committed to defusing the tension in the area through 
diplomatic discussions and consultations," Department of 
Foreign Affairs Raul Hernandez said in a statement. 

"We urge everyone to refrain from making statements that 
would tend to re-escalate the situation in the area," the 
statement added. 

China says it has sovereign rights to the whole South 
China Sea, believed to sit atop vast oil and gas deposits. The 
sea is also claimed in whole or part by Taiwan, Vietnam, 
Brunei, Malaysia, and the Philippines. 
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20. South Korea To Sign Military Pact With Japan 
(NEW YORK TIMES 28 JUN 12) ... Choe Sang-Hun 

SEOUL, South Korea — Overcoming lingering historical 
animosities with its former colonial master, South Korea said 
on Thursday that it would sign a treaty with Japan that would 
encourage the sharing of sensitive military data on their 

common concerns: North Korea’s nuclear and missile threats 
and China’s growing military might. 

“If things go as planned, the pact will be signed on Friday 
afternoon” by the South Korean ambassador to Tokyo, Shin 
Kak-soo, and Japan’s foreign minister, Koichiro Gemba, said 
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Cho Byung-jae, the spokesman of the South Korean Foreign 
Ministry. 

The surprise announcement triggered a political firestorm 
in South Korea, where resentment of Japan’s early 20th-
century colonization remains entrenched and any sign of 
Japan’s growing military role around Korea is met with deep 
suspicion. 

The political opposition accused President Lee Myung-
bak of ignoring popular anti-Japanese sentiments in pressing 
ahead with the treaty, which will be the first military pact 
between the two nations since the end of colonization in 1945. 

North Korea accused Mr. Lee’s government of “selling 
the nation out.” 

The accord, the General Security of Military Information 
Agreement, provides a legal framework for the two nations to 
share and protect classified and other sensitive data. 

The treaty comes at a time the United States is urging its 
two Asian allies to put their historical memories behind and 
strengthen their military ties, the weakest link in the trilateral 
alliance, so the three can deal more efficiently with the threats 
from North Korea. Until now, the governments in Seoul and 
Tokyo often shared each other’s information on North Korea 
indirectly through Washington. 

Despite thriving economic ties and growing cultural 
exchanges with Japan, South Korea has always been wary of 
military cooperation with its island neighbor. They remain 
locked in testy disputes over the ownership of a set of islets 
and over Tokyo’s rejection of talks on compensating Korean 
women used by Japan as military sex slaves during World 
War II. 

Still, Tokyo and Seoul have been cautiously moving 
toward closer military cooperation in recent years, particularly 
after North Korea’s artillery bombardment of a South Korean 
island in 2010. China’s growing naval expansion has also 
prompted politicians in the two countries to call for closer 

military ties. In the past week, the United States, Japan and 
South Korea conducted a joint naval exercise in the seas south 
and west of the Korean Peninsula. 

Officials here said that the need for the allies to share 
information on North Korea has grown more urgent with the 
increased uncertainty in the North, which is going through a 
sensitive transition of power following the death of Kim Jong-
il last December. 

Under the reign of his son, Kim Jong-un, North Korea has 
vowed to bolster its nuclear weapons production. It launched a 
rocket in April, and although it failed to put a satellite into 
orbit, Washington condemned the launching as a test of 
intercontinental ballistic missile technology. 

The political opposition and several civic groups in South 
Korea warned that the new military cooperation deal between 
Japan and South Korea would only intensify regional tensions 
and encourage Japan’s “militaristic ambition.” They accused 
the South Korean cabinet of secretly approving the treaty on 
Tuesday. 

The Japanese cabinet was expected to approve the deal by 
Friday. 

“When the Lee Myung-bak government started out, it was 
pro-American to the bone, and as it nears the end of its term, it 
is proving pro-Japanese to the bone,” said Park Yong-jin, 
spokesman of the main opposition Democratic United Party. 
South Korea elects Mr. Lee’s successor in December. 

Mindful of such a political offensive, Hwang Woo-yea, 
the head of the governing New Frontier Party, visited the 
disputed islets in the sea between South Korea and Japan on 
Thursday in a symbolic gesture reconfirming South Korea’s 
territorial claim. 

“Every grain of sand here, every rock here, belongs to 
South Korea,” he told a contingent of South Korean police 
guarding the islets. 
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21. Turkey Sends Troops to Syria Border 
Military Units Redeploying After Downing of Jet; Assad Defiant on Eve of International Meetings on 
Transition Plan 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 29 JUN 12) ... Nour Malas, Ayla Albayrak and Joe Parkinson 

Turkey appeared to deploy armored military units on its 
border with Syria, raising tensions in the region after Ankara 
promised "decisive steps" in response to Syria's shooting 
down of a Turkish military jet last week. 

The move comes two days before world powers are due to 
discuss the prospect of a political transition in the conflict-torn 
country. 

International powers including Russia, Syria's chief 
international ally, are expected to discuss a proposal that 
would create a new government drawing in opposition 
members, according to people familiar with the proposal. But 
talks ahead of the Saturday meeting in Geneva, which will be 
convened by Syria special envoy Kofi Annan, have not 
yielded any agreement on a process for a leadership change, 
these people said. 

Russia said it wouldn't endorse a call for President Bashar 
al-Assad to give up power, signaling that a deal remains 
distant on a clear plan for him to leave power. President Assad 
also dismissed any internationally brokered solution to the 
crisis. 

"We will not accept any non-Syrian, non-national model, 
whether it comes from big countries or friendly countries," he 
said in an hourlong interview with Iranian television aired on 
Thursday, Reuters reported. "No one knows how to solve 
Syria's problems as well as we do." 

The so-called Action Group for Syria is seen as an 
attempt to revive a peace plan brokered by Mr. Annan in 
April. The six-point plan had focused on securing a cease-fire 
on the ground, but instead was followed by a surge in violence 
by both the government and opposition. 

In Turkey on Thursday, armored military units—
including antiaircraft guns and other weapons—began moving 
toward the Syrian border, Turkish media reported. Turkish 
television networks reported that a convoy of 12 military 
trucks, ferrying weapons including short-range antiaircraft 
missiles, was moving toward a base in a border town housing 
a large camp for Syrian refugees. 

Turkey's state-run Anadolu news agency said late 
Wednesday that some 30 military vehicles, including heavy 
armor, had moved to the border from Iskenderun base on the 
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Mediterranean. That convoy then dispersed to bases along the 
border, accompanied by police and gendarmerie teams for 
security, the agency reported. 

Government and military officials declined to confirm 
that a new deployment was under way on Thursday toward the 
565-mile (900-kilometer) Turkish-Syrian border. 

Turkey, however, has said it is taking moves to adjust to 
what it has called a new level of threat from Syria after last 
week's downing of the Turkish jet, a message it repeated 
Thursday in a statement following a National Security 
Meeting. 

A spokesman for Turkey's general staff wouldn't confirm 
that an additional mobilization was taking place but said 
Turkish military deployment usually reflects the country's 
rules of engagement. 

An increased mobilization would be a logical 
consequence of a more defensive military posture toward 
Damascus, analysts said. "This activity has largely to do with 
the requirements of the change in rules of engagement," said 
Kamer Kasim, the deputy chairman of an Ankara-based think 
tank, International Strategic Research Organization, or USAK. 

Syria says the Turkish jet was in Syrian territory when it 
was shot down on June 22. Turkish authorities say the plane 
had strayed into Syrian airspace briefly but was over 
international waters when it was hit. 

Turkey raised the alleged violation of international law 
with its allies in the North Atlantic Treaty Organization earlier 
this week, the first time it has turned to NATO in the 16 
months that the Syrian conflict has roiled along its long 
border. 

The chance of armed conflict between Turkey and Syria 
remains slim, analyst say, as Ankara isn't prepared to shoulder 
the burden of a potentially long and bloody war. It has 
repeatedly sought the backing of its Western allies to deal with 
any potential threat by Syria at its border. NATO condemned 
the jet incident but didn't endorse further action against Syria. 

A Syrian minister on Wednesday appeared to try to calm 
tensions with Ankara, stressing that his country's forces may 
have mistaken the Turkish plane they shot down for an Israeli 
one. 

Syrian Information Minister Omran al-Zoebi was quoted 
as telling Turkish news channel A Haber in a telephone 
interview Wednesday that his country "did not want a crisis 
between Turkey and Syria." 

Mr. Zoebi said Turkish and Israeli fighter jets were 
mostly U.S.-made, which may have led the Syrian forces to 
mistake it for an Israeli jet. 

Western powers, too, have little appetite for a military 
confrontation, instead voicing support for Mr. Annan's 
diplomatic plan while backing more hawkish efforts by Arab 
Gulf states to fund and arm Syrian opposition fighters battling 
the government's forces. 

Russia has taken a leading role in shaping the high-stakes 
diplomacy over Syria's crisis. While Moscow agrees on the 
need for some kind of political transition, it disagrees with the 
U.S. on the timing and mechanism of a potential exit for Mr. 
Assad, a Western official said, and maintains the view that the 
Syrian president should be involved in a transition process. 

"We have to engage Russia. It's our only shot," the 
official said, adding that Russia hasn't significantly shifted its 
position on Syria. Western countries would, therefore, 
continue to pursue a "parallel track" of bolstering the Syrian 
rebel movement, the official said. 

In Moscow, Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov told 
reporters that the upcoming meeting in Geneva is meant to 
support the Annan plan by setting "the conditions for the end 
of violence and the start of an all-Syrian national dialogue, and 
not predetermine the contents of this dialogue." 

Mr. Assad, meanwhile, has appeared to remain defiant, 
forming a new government last week in a move seen by 
officials working on Syria as an attempt to preempt any 
international plan that would propose a new government as the 
starting point for a political transition. He characterized Syria's 
conflict on Tuesday as a "real war" that his government was 
intent on winning. 

In Syria, an explosion in downtown Damascus ripped 
through a parking lot for the Justice Palace, the country's 
highest court, wounding three people and blowing off the 
fronts of nearby shops, Syrian state media said. The blast in 
the al-Marjeh area was the latest of several such attacks in the 
capital, which the government has said is evidence that al 
Qaeda and other, foreign-backed Islamist terrorists are waging 
war against the secular Assad regime. 

No casualties were reported. State television broadcast 
interviews with passersby, all of whom directed angry 
messages at the Arab Gulf states the government has accused 
of backing terrorism in Syria. "They are trying to scare us, but 
we won't be scared," one man told the camera. "We will win 
this." 

The meeting in Geneva on Saturday aims to bring 
together the countries with most influence on both the Syrian 
regime and opposition. In a compromise to the dueling sides in 
the conflict, Mr. Annan didn't extend an invitation to Iran, 
which Western officials say has supported Mr. Assad in his 
domestic crackdown, or Saudi Arabia, which backs the 
opposition. 

Diplomats say Iran's perspective will be represented by 
Iraq, whose government largely still backs the Syrian regime, 
while Qatar will represent the Arab Gulf states—specifically 
the powerful Saudi monarchy—that have spearheaded 
international efforts to remove Mr. Assad from power. 

In the interview with Iranian TV, Mr. Assad thanked Iran 
for being such a loyal friend to Damascus and said his country 
would reciprocate the loyalty. 
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22. A Show Of Cooperation And Unity For Somalia 
(KHALEEJ TIMES (UAE) 29 JUN 12) ... Allan Jacob and Ahmed Al Majaida 

Much has been talked about piracy and its perpetrators, 
but more needs to be done for Somalia and its people. That 
was the message delegates took home from the second counter 
piracy conference in Dubai. Robust action against criminals at 

sea has paid dividends with three coalition naval forces and 
other navies taking the fight into the pirates’ lair in Somalia. 

In the battle against maritime piracy and its origins, the 
UAE has played planner to perfection and has brought 
together different countries and the shipping industry to 
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strategise and evaluate their options. A comprehensive 
solution to the problem was what the UAE sought and it got it 
when the Somalia and Somaliland delegations came together 
for a common cause after 21 years. 

“This agreement is important because it opens channels of 
communication between the two sides,” said UAE Minister of 
State for Foreign Affairs Dr Anwar Mohammed Gargash. 

He hoped it would be the beginning of many good things 
in the troubled Horn of Africa region. Somalia makes its 
political transition on August 20 with a new parliament. 

Gargash called for patience and a “step-by-step approach” 
as Somalia’s transitional government President Sheikh Sharif 
Sheikh Ahmed and Somaliland’s President Ahmed Mahamoud 
Silanyo stood shoulder to shoulder after signing the Dubai 
Statement, their new bonhomie for all to see. 

“It was a moving show of cooperation and unity and it 
will need further cooperation on the ground,” he added. On 

Wednesday, the UAE put money where its words were with a 
contribution $1 million. Think-tank, Oceans Beyond Piracy, 
added another $ 1 million on the concluding day of the 
conference. 

The money will go into a trust fund for Somalia to boost 
the capabilities of its coastal and armed forces. New projects 
for the country are also being planned to benefit the youth. 

“Entrepreneurial efforts in Somalia will be funded with 
the contribution to prevent youth from taking to a life of crime 
at sea,” said Jon Huggins, Director of Oceans Beyond Piracy. 
A legal framework to try pirates is in the works and will be in 
place by 2014. 

The UAE has set the ball rolling for Somalia. Threats 
from rebels and pirates, but there is plenty to gain from the 
second conference in Dubai where a window for peace has 
been opened. 
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23. Indian Navy Tests Out New Trump Card 
(VOICE OF RUSSIA 28 JUN 12) ... Ilya Kramnik 

MOSCOW, Russia -- In the Indian fleet, the Russian-
made ship is to replace the Viraat aircraft carrier - the former 
British Hermes built in 1959, and bought by India in 1985. 

The Indian Navy's new aircraft carrier Vikramaditya - 
formerly the Soviet heavy aircraft cruiser Admiral Gorshkov - 
is undergoing tests in the White Sea. The ship is to return to 
India by the end of the year. The heavy airborne cruiser 
Admiral Gorshkov, built in Nikolaev as part of Project 1143, 
was the fourth and last Kiev class ship. 

The story of this family of aircraft carrier ships began in 
the 1960s when, after Nikita Khrushchev's resignation, the 
USSR resumed creating a large surface fleet. 

These heavy aircraft cruisers have a complicated 
background. Their design was the result of many compromises 
between the Ministry of the Shipbuilding Industry, the military 
command, seamen and the Soviet political leadership. The 
fleet expected to get universal combat ships which were 
cheaper than the U.S. Navy's combat aircraft carriers. The air 
wing was to consist of Ka-25 anti-submarine helicopters, and 
Yak-36 (Yak-38) vertical take-off and landing aircraft. 

Many specialists and naval history enthusiasts are still 
uncertain about their purpose: some consider them to be 
fighters; others low-flying attack aircrafts. Yet as fighters they 
were lagging behind their "classmates,” such as the British 
Harriers - not to mention the normal MiG-23s, Phantom, etc. 

Indeed, as low-flying attack aircraft they were at a 
disadvantage to virtually all then-contemporary winged 
combat craft of the world's leading countries. 

At the same time, due to the Yak-38's unsatisfactory 
combat capabilities it was decided to strengthen the ship's 
arsenal by equipping it with anti-ship missiles. The 
construction of the cruisers for Project 1143 began in July 
1970, when the head ship Kyiv was laid down at the Black Sea 
shipyard in Nikolaev. The fourth ship of the project, Baku (the 
future Admiral Gorshkov), was laid down eight years later. 

The collapse of the USSR ruined plans for modernizing 
the aircraft carrier, according to which she was to receive the 
latest Yak-141 vertical takeoff and landing airplanes (VTOL). 
In 1992, the Gorshkov was docked for repairs, and since then 
she has never been put into operation again. 

In February of 1994, two major accidents occurred on 
board the cruiser in succession: a fire, and a steam pipeline 
explosion. After that, putting the ship back into service was 
out of the question. 

Talks about the ship's possible sale to India began back in 
the late nineties. At that time, plans were discussed of her 
transformation into a classic aircraft carrier equipped for 
carrying 20-25 MiG-29 aircrafts. The contract for the sale of 
the aircraft carrier was inked in 2004. 

According to its terms, Russia was to supply the ship and 
a group of carrier-based fighters to India, and to train its crew 
for the sum of $1.5 billion. The Gorshkov carrier was renamed 
INS Vikramaditya in the Indian Navy service in honor of one 
of the country's historic heroes. The architecture of the 
modernized Gorshkov is reminiscent of the Admiral 
Kuznetsov, albeit on a smaller scale. 

Interest in the project grew stronger in the summer of 
2007, when the default on contract was announced. Initially 
the ship was to be handed to India in 2008, but works were 
prolonged till 2010. A wrong assessment of the amount of 
work needed on a number of the ship's onboard systems, and 
the undervalued price of her modernization were named as 
reasons for the failure. 

In the Indian fleet, the Russian-made ship is to replace the 
Viraat aircraft carrier - the former British Hermes built in 
1959, and bought by India in 1985. In 2010, the Viraat's term 
of service had already reached 51 years. The Gorshkov was 
built in 1987. It is interesting, therefore, what fate awaits her 
in 2038? 

It is impossible to answer this question, but it is clear that 
today the ship is a real trump card for the Indian Navy. The 
Gorshkov with MiG-29s on board provides the Indian Navy 
superiority over all its neighbors, including its eternal rival 
Pakistan. The possible capacities of Chinese ships are 
uncertain. First of all, there are doubts that the Chinese 
aviation industry is able to create a full-fledged deck fighter 
using the Soviet SU-33 bought in Ukraine as a prototype. 

As a result, the only navy in the region significantly 
superior to the Indian Navy is the U.S. Navy. At the same 
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time, the United States desperately needs Indian support in a 
possible confrontation with China. 

It can only be guessed, then, upon which side India's 
trump card will fall. 
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24. Russia Preps Mach 7 Missiles — With India’s Help 
(WIRED 28 JUN 12) ... Robert Beckhusen 

Russia and India are already testing a new supersonic 
cruise missile, which is pretty cool, we guess. But going Mach 
2 or thereabouts isn’t all that fast these days. Everything has to 
go faster. That’s why the two countries are also developing a 
hypersonic missile capable of traveling more than five times 
the speed of sound. Problem is even building the engines, let 
alone missiles, is extremely hard to do. 

If it works, the missile — called the BrahMos 2 — is 
expected to travel up to Mach 7 from sea-, land- and air-
launched platforms. And it’s supposed to be ready for flight 
tests in 2017, which is overly optimistic, at best. “I think we 
will need about 5 years to develop the first fully functional 
prototype,” Sivathanu Pillai, CEO of India-based BraHmos 
Aerospace said in Moscow on Wednesday. Pillai also 
suggested the missile already exists, and that BrahMos has 
conducted ”lab tests [of the missile] at the speed of 6.5 Mach.” 

“There’s little doubt India and Russia are pursuing 
hypersonic weapons technology, though it remains to be seen 
whether such an ambitious timescale as suggested for 
‘Brahmos 2′ could be met,” Douglas Barrie, an air warfare 
expert for the London-based International Institute for 
Strategic Studies, writes in an e-mail to Danger Room. “The 
original Brahmos is basically a Russian missile, the NPO 
Mashinostroenia 3M-55 Onyx (NATO designation SS-N-26), 
so it will be interesting to see the extent to which Brahmos 2 
might draw on previous Russian hypersonic research and 
development.” 

For one, they’ll probably need to build a scramjet engine, 
which is still a long way from being anything but 
experimental. The concept, though, is surprisingly simple. As 
the missile — or whatever vehicle the scramjet is attached to 
— accelerates through the air, the engine begins to suck in 
oxygen. Stored fuel, such as hydrogen, is then mixed with the 
oxygen and burned before being accelerated and pumped out 
through a nozzle. This motion then speeds up the missile to 
hypersonic speeds. The catch: Getting it to work is really 
difficult. 

There’s the sheer heat generated by traveling at such 
speeds. And getting a scramjet into missile-form is even 
harder. You’d need sophisticated guidance tools, sensors and 
navigation equipment to keep it in the air and to its target, 
while also making it small enough to launch from a 
conventional aircraft. And you still have to solve the 
propulsion problems. 

Just ask the Pentagon. Its experimental pizza-shaped 
hypersonic weapon capsule, Falcon, failed its test in August 

before plunging into the Pacific Ocean. The Air Force’s 
scramjet — the X-51 WaveRider – has a better record, but was 
bruised by a test last summer when its engine failed. The Air 
Force is pressing on, however, with a new hypersonic missile 
for its stealth fighters. The Army’s Advanced Hypersonic 
Weapon has also been successfully tested, but it’s nowhere 
close to a deployable weapon. 

“You ask the question, how hard is it? The answer is, it’s 
really hard,” says Mark Lewis, formerly the Air Force’s chief 
scientist. “It’s not a matter of simply taking a supersonic thing 
and flying it a little bit faster. The physics work against you, 
the temperatures get higher, everything really does get 
harder.” 

Hypersonic and scramjet research in the United States 
also goes back to the early days of the Cold War. But it wasn’t 
until 1991 when Russia became the first country to 
successfully test a scramjet. More tests followed, and with the 
help of NASA, Russia successfully flew a hydrogen-fueled 
scramjet at up to Mach 6.4 over Kazakhstan in 1998. In 2001, 
U.S. defense analysts took notice of a mysterious ultra-high-
speed Russian missile test suspected of being powered by a 
scramjet. The first successful solo American scramjet tests 
didn’t occur until the 2000s, though they were some of the 
first tests to use engines that operated entirely as scramjets. 
The earlier Russian tests were hybrid ramjets — slightly 
different, with oxygen only moving at subsonic speeds inside 
the engine. 

Also, don’t think it’s a coincidence that Russia now wants 
a hypersonic missile of its own. In May, Russian defense 
industry chief Dmitry Rogozin called the decline of research 
into hypersonic weapons since the Soviet era “a treasonable 
act to our national interests,” and that developing hypersonic 
weapons was necessary to respond to U.S. developments. Nor 
are cruise missiles the only area where Russia is afraid of 
falling behind even more than they already are. It’s why 
Russia is preparing to open up its own version of the far-out 
research agency Darpa — while also planning a new stealth 
fighter, directed-energy guns and radars (to help shoot down 
our stealth planes). Russia also wants new ICBMs (though 
they flop on launch). 

Another reason is that the technology is just really cool. “I 
think the applications are profound and really could be game-
changing,” Lewis says about hypersonics. It’s flying higher 
and faster, and not surprising people want it. 
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25. Russia’s Second Borey Class Sub To Enter Service By Yearend 
(RIA NOVOSTI 28 JUN 12) 

ZHUKOVSKY -- Russia's second Borey class strategic 
submarine, the Alexander Nevsky, will be commissioned by 
the end of 2012, First Deputy Defense Minister Alexander 
Sukhorukov said on Thursday. 

The submarine sailed for the White Sea on June 21 to join 
the first Borey class vessel, the Yuri Dolgoruky, in sea trials. 

“If a state commission reports on August 1 that all tasks 
envisioned by the trials program have been fulfilled, we will 
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immediately start preparing documents for the submarine’s 
commissioning,” Sukhorukov said. 

The official added that a planned test launch of the Bulava 
ballistic missile from the Alexander Nevsky will be carried out 
after the submarine enters service with the Russian Navy. 

The Russian Navy is expected to receive at least 10 new 
Borey class strategic nuclear submarines by 2020. 

The submarines, to be armed with Bulava ballistic 
missiles, will constitute the core of Russia's strategic ballistic 
missile submarine force after 2018, and will be deployed with 
Russia’s Northern and Pacific fleets. 
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PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
26. Military Pay Higher Than Ever Compared To Civilian Wages 
(MILITARY UPDATE 28 JUN 12) ... Tom Philipott 

As private sector salaries flattened over the last decade, 
military pay climbed steadily, enough so that by 2009 pay and 
allowances for enlisted members exceeded the pay of 90 
percent of private sector workers of similar age and education 
level. 

That's one of the more significant findings of the 11th 
Quadrennial Review of Military Compensation report released 
last week, given its potential to impact compensation decisions 
by the Department of Defense and Congress as they struggle 
to control military personnel costs. 

The military pay advantage, which had been a worrisome 
gap in 1999, is larger now than it has ever been, said QRMC 
director Thomas Bush. 

"I believe it is, and there is a chart in our report that 
illustrates that. [It] shows where we are, which is probably the 
highest point that we have been" compared with civilian pay, 
Bush said. 

The military gained its lead with annual raises from 2000 
to 2010 that exceeded private sector wage growth and some 
extra increases in housing allowances to eliminate average 
out-of-pocket rental costs. Meanwhile, civilian pay growth 
stalled as markets collapsed and jobs disappeared. 

Officer pay by 2009 exceeded salaries of 83 percent of 
civilian peers of similar age with bachelor and masters 
degrees. Enlisted are compared to workers with high school 
diplomas, some college or associate's degrees. 

To make its pay comparisons, the QRMC used Regular 
Military Compensation, which combines basic pay with Basic 
Allowance for Housing (BAH) and Basic Allowance for 
Subsistence (BAS) plus the federal tax advantage on the tax-
free allowances. 

By 2009, the report says, average RMC for enlisted 
exceeded the median wage for civilians in each comparison 
group -- high school diploma, some college and two-year 
degrees. Average RMC was $50,747 or "about $21,800 more 
than the median earnings for civilians from the combined 
comparison groups." 

For officers, average RMC was $94,735 in 2009. That 
was "88 percent higher than earnings of civilians with 
bachelor's degrees, and 47 percent higher than earnings of 
those with graduate-level degrees," the report says. 

Neil Singer, a former senior analyst at the Congressional 
Budget Office who advised a recent commission on military 
pay issues as it studied ways to address the nation's debt crisis, 
said he supports the QRMC's call to target more money to 
individual skills by expanding use of special and incentive 
pays and also giving more recognition to members who serve 
in combat. 

An obvious way to pay for that, Singer said, is to freeze 
across-the-board raises until RMC "comparability" with 
private sector wages is restored to levels endorsed by earlier 
QRMCs. The 1.7 percent across-the-board raise planned for 
January, for example, would cost more than $1 billion. That 
money should be used instead as pay incentives for Special 
Forces, linguists, and other high-demand skills high-
highlighted by the QRMC, and also to expand benefits for 
those who see combat, wounded warriors, their families and 
caregivers. 

In 2002, the 9th QRMC concluded that keeping RMC at 
the 70th percentile of private sector wages would sustain a 
volunteer force. The 11th QRMC didn't do the work to 
"revalidate" that benchmark, said director Bush, "so I am 
reluctant to say the 70th is the right percentile…[It] would be 
appropriate to validate that over several QRMCs so we'll 
know we're in the right ballpark." 

The 11th QRMC also isn't calling for a military pay 
freeze. 

"We have given the department facts they can use to 
balance competing interests," Bush explained. 

Excluded from its pay comparisons with civilian workers 
are other elements of compensation that would make the 
military advantage appear wider. The military pays no FICA 
payroll tax on BAH and BAS, for example. Also, active duty 
receive free health care for themselves and family members if 
enrolled in TRICARE Prime, while health insurance costs for 
civilian workers have increased steadily over the decade. 

If health benefits were compared, says the report, the 
take-home pay advantage over civilians would grow by $3000 
and $7000 per year for enlisted, depending on family size, and 
by $2000 to $4800 for officers. The officer advantage is 
smaller because more of their peers in the private sector have 
employer health coverage 

Marine Staff Sgt. Andrew Gallagher, 29, doesn't believe 
pay comparisons using only age and education level, even 
with associate's degree earners tossed in the mix, is fair to 
career enlisted. 

Gallagher will pass the 12-year mark in the Corps this 
November. He has served three tours in Iraq, the second 
shortened by wounds suffered in an IED attack. His total pay, 
before taxes and including BAH and BAS, is about $58,000 a 
year at Camp Lejeune, N.C. 

"I believe the amount and levels of training an individual 
receives over a career in the military far exceeds an associate's 
degree level of training," Gallagher said. He notes that his own 
career has been peppered with six-to-eight-week training 
periods, attending classes and receiving more training for 12-
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to-16 hours a day versus perhaps only four hours each day at a 
college. 

His extra training included an Infantry Squad Leaders 
Course, an Infantry Unit Leaders Course, Small Arms 
Weapons Instructor qualification, correspondence courses in 
war fighting and advance war fighting, and recruiter school 
which he compares to management-level sales training. 

Gallagher said he wouldn't be surprised to see the pay 
comparisons lead to smaller raises for a while. If someone 
wants to claim he is overpaid, the staff sergeant concedes, well 

he might be. Because even if his pay were frozen for the rest 
of his career, he told me, he'd still stay a Marine. 

"They will have to pull me away, kicking and screaming," 
said the married father of two. "The Marine Corps has allowed 
me to provide for my family…I appreciate that. I know they're 
not going to cut my pay. As long as they don't do something 
crazy like that, they could pay me the same amount forever." 

And if he were still on recruiting duty, he'd tout that 90th 
percentile on pay -- not to prospective recruits but to their 
parents. If recruits are swayed by it, Gallagher said, the Corps 
probably doesn't want them. 
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27. Navy Surgeon General Emphasizes Progress At National PTSD Awareness Day 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 28 JUN 12) ... Navy Bureau of Medicine and Surgery Public Affairs 

WASHINGTON -- The Navy and Marine Corps' top 
doctor participated alongside his sister service counterparts 
and elected officials in support of National Post-Traumatic 
Stress Disorder at Capitol Hill June 27. 

Vice Adm. Matt L. Nathan, U.S. Navy surgeon general 
and chief, Bureau of Medicine and Surgery spoke at the event 
in support of his Sailors, Marines and all service members and 
their families, acknowledging existing efforts in the area of 
PTSD and emphasizing the need for further education, 
awareness, and removal of the stigma associated with seeking 
care. 

"I am encouraged by the progress we've made," said 
Nathan. "But I am not yet satisfied. We have embedded 
mental health providers into combat units in theater, we have 
concentrated efforts on building strength and resiliency for 
service members and their families, we have started the open 
dialogue, and studies indicate we're making strides in 
combating the stigma, so I am encouraged, but we have a long 
way to go. Until all of these programs for beneficiaries and 
families operate seamlessly, I remain encouraged, but not 
satisfied." 

National PTSD Awareness Day is the result of a U.S. 
Senate resolution introduced in May 2012. 

For the third year in a row, U.S. Sen. Kent Conrad 
introduced the resolution designating June 27 as National 
PTSD Awareness Day. The date June 27 was chosen in honor 
of a Soldier's birthday from Conrad's home state of North 
Dakota who lost his battle with PTSD to suicide a few years 
ago. 

The event, which was themed, "Visible Honor for 
Invisible Wounds," was hosted by Honor for All-a not-for-
profit group dedicated to veterans and service members 
suffering from PTSD. The event's keynote address was given 
by the Sgt. Maj. of the Army Raymond F. Chandler whose 
personal story echoes the need for removing the stigma. 

Chandler openly discussed his own individual struggle 
with PTSD and that though after his initial self-proclaimed 
'downward spiral," he sought treatment, even years later he 
worried that seeking help might be viewed negatively by 
Army leadership when he was interviewing for his current 
post. 

"I'm the poster boy for PTSD stigma," said Chandler 
when discussing overcoming his struggles. "I felt that if I said 
truthfully what happened and what I was feeling, I wouldn't be 

able to succeed and move on. I've come a long way since 
2005. After two years of behavioral health treatment, I am a 
better father, a better husband, a better person and ultimately, I 
became a better soldier." 

Chandler acknowledged his Army leadership for 
recognizing the value of his experience and willingness to 
discuss it and since taking up his current job, he has been 
touring the country and the world, sharing his experience with 
service members. 

"I think we've made a difference," said Chandler. Another 
area where the military leaders felt they've made a difference 
is with the families of the service members. The event even 
included testimony from 10-year old Barbara Webb, the 
daughter of a Marine suffering from PTSD. 

Webb described in detail finding her father on the floor 
after a suicide attempt begging him not to leave her. She 
shared that he didn't die that day, but spent many months in 
inpatient treatment and now lives alone because "It's better for 
him if he lives alone." However, the brave young girl 
acknowledges that treatment has worked for her father and on 
good days she gets to see him. 

"It's hard to talk about my family and my dad," said 
Webb. "But if my story can help another family, that's my 
goal." 

Barbara Webb left the audience with a simple, clear 
message if they or their loved ones are struggling with what 
they think may be PTSD. "You can't see it, but you can feel 
it," she said. "Please get help." 

There were several other speakers at the event including 
U.S. Sen. John Hoeven and U.S. Rep. Hank Johnson. Military 
speakers included Lt. Gen.Patricia Horoho, U.S. Army 
surgeon general; Lt. Gen. Charles Green, U.S. Air Force 
surgeon general; 

Maj. Gen. Joseph Martin, U.S. National Guard surgeon 
general; and Brig. Gen. Robert Hedelund, director, Marine and 
Family programs. 

The overarching message of the day was that 
psychological health is essential to overall health and with 
greater emphasis on resilience, prevention and treatment 
efforts, personnel can expect to recover as long as they are 
open and honest with themselves, their families, leaders and 
providers. 

"It's okay to not be okay," said Hedelund. "The key is to 
get help." 
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28. SELRES E4 - E6 Advancement Results To Be Released 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 28 JUN 12) ... Navy Personnel Command Public Affairs 

MILLINGTON, Tenn. -- The Navy Reserve Force 
Selected Reserve (SELRES) E4 - E6 Cycle 90 advancement 
results are scheduled to be released July 2. 

Navy Reserve leadership delayed the release of the cycle 
90 E4 - E6 advancement results in order to incorporate the 
results of a Navy study on the Reserve Forces. The findings of 
this study provided the opportunity to make a better informed 
decision on how to maximize promotion opportunities for all 
E4 - E6 Sailors. 

"I know it has been a difficult wait and we thank you for 
your patience. I want to let you know that the Reserve E4-E6 
advancement results are being briefed and we will let you 
know as soon as possible the outcome of the brief," said Navy 
Reserve Force Master Chief (AW) Chris T. Wheeler. "The 

focus has always been to get the number of advancements 
right not just for this cycle, but for the future as well." 

The high retention in the Navy Reserve and planned force 
billet reductions in future years will result in fewer 
advancement quotas for Cycle 90 than for Cycle 89. However, 
the delay in announcing the advancement results has ensured 
that all relevant information could be incorporated in order to 
make an accurate determination of the advancement quotas. 

"The finding of this study provided the information we 
needed to make the most informed decision possible," said Lt. 
Cmdr. Brad Slocum, SELRES enlisted community manager, 
Bureau of Naval Personnel. "Our goal throughout this process 
is to ma 
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29. Navy's High-Year-Tenure Policy Updated 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 28 JUN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Andrea Perez, Navy Personnel Command Public 
Affairs 

MILLINGTON, Tenn. -- As a reminder of the 
implementation date of July 1, a summary of policy changes to 
the Navy's High Year Tenure (HYT) program were reiterated 
in NAVADMIN 198/12, released June 28. 

The new HYT policy is outlined in MILPERSMAN 1160-
120 and takes effect July 1, 2012. It applies to all active-duty, 
Full-Time Support (FTS) and Selected Reserve (SELRES) 
Sailors. 

HYT sets the maximum number of years an enlisted 
Sailor may serve based on rank before he or she must advance, 
separate or if eligible, retire. 

NAVADMIN 198/12 highlights other important changes 
under the new policy, including a reduction in HYT limits for 
active-duty and FTS Sailors in paygrades E-1 to E-3; 
elimination of passed not advanced (PNA) for E-3 Sailors to 
stay on active duty for eight years; a clause allowing approved 
HYT waivers to be cancelled when not fulfilled as approved; 
and clarification of reduction-in-rate procedures. 

The new HYT limit for E-1 and E-2 active-duty and FTS 
Sailors is four years, and the new HYT limit for E-3 active-
duty and FTS Sailors is five years. 

E-1, E-2 and E-3 active-duty and FTS Sailors who are 
already past the modified HYT limit as of July 1 will be 
separated by March 31, 2013 unless they receive a HYT 
waiver or are advanced to a paygrade with a higher HYT limit. 

Starting with this March's Navy Wide Advancement 
Exam, E-3 Sailors who passed, but did not advance, may not 
continue service beyond the revised HYT limit for their 
paygrade. 

Also under NAVADMIN 198/12, previously approved 
HYT waiver requests can be cancelled when not fulfilled by 
the Sailor. If an active-duty or FTS Sailor's waiver is 
cancelled, separation will occur within 120 days of the 
cancellation, unless they have time to transfer to the Fleet 
Reserve or retire. Members of the SELRES will be removed 
from a SELRES status by the end of the month in which the 
waiver was cancelled and must transfer to a non-pay status or 
the retired Reserve (with or without pay), if retirement 
eligible. 

Regarding reduction in rate (RIR), active-duty and FTS 
Sailors who have been RIR and exceeded the HYT limit for 
the lower paygrade must separate by their End of Active 
Obligated Service as extended or Dec. 31, 2012, whichever is 
sooner, unless they are granted a HYT waiver, reinstated or 
advanced. Members of the SELRES who have been RIR and 
have exceeded the HYT limit for the lower paygrade will be 
transferred to a non-pay status by Dec. 31, unless they are 
granted a HYT waiver, reinstated or advanced. Other 
separation timelines for RIR are also discussed in the 
NAVADMIN. 

For more information, read NAVADMIN 198/12 and 
MILPERSMAN 1160-120, visit the HYT Web Page on the 
NPC website at 
www.npc.navy.mil/CAREER/RESERVEPERSONNELMGM
T/ENLISTED/Pages/HYT.aspx or call the NPC Customer 
Service Center at 1-866-U-ASK-NPC or 1-866-827-5672. 
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30. What Health Care Decision Means For Tricare 
(NAVY TIMES 28 JUN 12) ... Patricia Kime 

The Supreme Court’s decision Thursday upholding the 
Affordable Care Act has little impact on Tricare beneficiaries, 
who will see no change to their benefits. 

The ruling, which upholds the individual mandate under 
the government’s right to tax, will have no impact on Tricare 
customers because the program not only was omitted from the 

Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act, it later was 
protected under separate legislation. 

The Tricare Affirmation Act was signed in 2010 to quell 
concerns about health care reform among Tricare users after 
the Affordable Care Act passed. 

The 2010 act explicitly stated that Tricare beneficiaries 
and Defense Department civilian nonappropriated fund 
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employees were not subject to the penalties for lacking private 
insurance that are part of the broader law. 

Additional legislation, the Tricare Dependent Coverage 
Extension Act, created Tricare Young Adult, a premium-based 
program that extends health benefits for adult children of 
Tricare beneficiaries. TYA is similar to a health care reform 
provision allowing adult children up to age 26 to be covered 
by their parent’s health care policies if they meet certain 
criteria. 

Many of the provisions passed as a result of health care 
reform will remain, such as Tricare Young Adult, Tricare 
spokesman Kevin Dwyer said. 

“Tricare and Tricare Young Adult are governed by an 
independent set of statutes and remain under sole authority of 
the Defense Department and the secretary of defense,” he said. 

Regular Tricare covers unmarried children up to age 21, 
or age 23 if they are enrolled as full-time college students. 
Tricare Young Adult extends benefits to unmarried children 

26 or under who are ineligible for employer-provided health 
insurance. 

The Affordable Care Act also includes a special 
enrollment window for Medicare Part B that applied to older 
military retirees enrolled in Tricare for Life; the law waives a 
late enrollment penalty — 10 percent for each 12-month 
period in which a beneficiary could have enrolled in Part B but 
didn’t — for military retirees, spouses, dependent children and 
survivors. 

That provision has yet to be implemented. 
More than 17,000 beneficiaries are enrolled in Tricare 

Young Adult: 11,171 in TYA Standard and 6,407 in TYA 
Prime. 

Standard users pay $176 a month in premiums, plus co-
payments and deductibles; Prime beneficiaries pay $201 a 
month and additional fees for hospitalizations and special 
services. 
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31. Supreme Court Health Care Ruling Changes Little For Feds 
(GOVERNMENT EXECUTIVE 28 JUN 12) ... Amanda Palleschi 

The Supreme Court's decision to uphold the health care 
law Thursday has been heralded as political win for President 
Obama and an interesting case study in constitutional law, but 
if you're enrolled in the Federal Employees Health Benefits 
Program, it won't change too much. 

The 5-4 decision upholds the individual mandate included 
in the 2010 law, which requires almost all citizens to carry 
health insurance or pay a fine. The ruling interpreted that fine 
as a tax, bypassing the government’s argument involving the 
commerce clause. 

For federal employees already enrolled in the FEHP, “it 
basically means very little,” Walton Francis, primary author of 
the Consumers’ Checkbook Guide to Health Plans for Federal 
Employees, said of the ruling. 

Some changes from the 2010 law already are in effect for 
FEHBP enrollees -- and everyone else with insurance. The 
legislation allows children to stay on their parents’ health 
plans until age 26 and prohibits insurers from turning people 
away for pre-existing conditions -- measures that federal labor 
unions long have cheered. 

“Millions of Americans are already benefitting from the 
law, including federal employees, and the court’s decision 
ensures that all of the law’s provisions will become reality,” 
American Federation of Government Employees National 
President John Gage said in a statement Thursday. 

Children who were added to their parents’ plans began to 
receive coverage in January 2011. Children who lose FEHBP 
coverage when they turn 26 are eligible for temporary 
continuation of coverage for up to 26 months. 

The National Treasury Employees Union cited an Office 
of Personnel Management estimate that 288,000 young people 
have received FEHBP coverage since the enactment of the 
Affordable Care Act. 

NTEU President Colleen Kelley said she is pleased the 
policy covering older children will continue. “Federal families 
were increasingly being caught in the gap with young adult 
children slipping through the cracks of the health care system 
because they were unable to secure affordable health care on 
their own or through their first jobs,” she said. 

Under OPM regulations released last fall, FEHBP 
premiums are expected to jump an average of 3.5 percent in 
2012, marking the smallest jump since 2008. Francis said 
many factors affect premiums and it is hard to gauge whether 
the implementation of the law will drive up premium costs in 
years to come. 

“The [FEHBP] plans have been getting better at disease 
management, better at controlling prescription drug costs,” 
Francis said. “The reform law had only very modest effects on 
premiums.” 

Upholding the individual mandate does mean federal 
employees who have chosen not to enroll in any FEHBP plans 
must purchase health insurance. While there are no good data 
for determining precisely how many feds have opted out of 
health plans, the number is believed to be well below 10 
percent of the workforce, according to Francis. “The law says 
you’re going to have to buy insurance, but we’re going to try 
to make it as inexpensive as possible,” he said. “If they are 
really low income, they do get subsidies.” 

OPM had implemented other provisions in the law for 
FEHBP beneficiaries prior to Thursday’s decision. For 
example, the law requires nearly all preventative health care 
services be covered free of co-pays. “That was pretty much the 
case already in most FEHBP plans,” Francis said. “In most 
cases there will be either no charges or they will be very low.” 
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32. Mental-Health Experts Call For Military 'Parity' 
(WASHINGTON POST 29 JUN 12) ... Steve Vogel 

The National Alliance on Mental Illness released a report 
Thursday calling on the Defense Department, the Department 

of Veterans Affairs and the Department of Health and Human 
Services to eliminate barriers to mental-health care and make 
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better use of local care in the treatment of military service 
members, veterans and their families. 

The report, “Parity for Patriots: The Mental Health Needs 
of Military Personnel, Veterans and their Families,” was 
released in conjunction with NAMI’s national convention in 
Seattle. 

The report recommends that the VA’s Veterans Health 
Administration, which faces huge demand for mental-health 
assessment and treatment from veterans, including those 
returning from Iraq and Afghanistan, increase its service 
capacity by including community mental-health agencies and 
private practitioners as providers. 

The VA has come under sharp criticism following the 
release of an inspector general’s report in April that found the 

department had greatly overstated how quickly it provides 
mentalhealth care for veterans. 

The report also calls on the Defense Department to hold 
military leaders throughout the chain of command accountable 
for suicides. 

“Suicides are preventable, just as are the heat and cold 
injuries of service members for which leaders are routinely 
relieved of command,” the report says. 

At a suicide-prevention conference in Washington last 
week, Secretary of Defense Leon E. Panetta said it is the 
responsibility of leaders from noncommissioned officers on up 
to ensure that troops showing signs of stress be “aggressively” 
encouraged to seek help. 
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33. Lawmakers Cut Time Off Work For Disabled Vets 
(NAVY TIMES 28 JUN 12) ... Rick Maze 

A House subcommittee has drastically scaled back 
legislation to protect the jobs of disabled veterans who need 
time off from work for service-connected medical treatment. 

The House Veterans’ Affairs economic opportunity 
subcommittee on Thursday approved a bill, HR 3524, barring 
employers from discriminating against disabled veterans in 
terms of employment, seniority and benefits if they take time 
off for treatment of their military-related health issues. 

However, it would not cover workers hired for brief 
periods if “there is no reasonable expectation” of permanent or 
extended employment. And an employer could still let a 
worker go if keeping the disabled veteran becomes 
“impossible or unreasonable.” Business with 11 or fewer 
employees would not have any obligations under the law. 

As originally introduced by Rep. Bruce Braley of Iowa, 
the subcommittee’s ranking Democrat, the bill provided for 
veterans to be absent from work for a cumulative 12 weeks 
over a 12-month period without fear of losing their jobs, 
although an employer would not have to pay them for all of 
the time off. 

The revised bill, which passed the subcommittee by voice 
vote, is far more limited. It provides no additional time off for 
anyone also covered by the Family and Medical Leave Act, 

which covers people working for businesses with 50 or more 
employees and gives them up to 12 weeks of unpaid leave. 

Under the revised Disabled Veterans Employment 
Protection Act, those not covered by FMLA would be eligible 
for four weeks of unpaid leave without fear of losing a job if 
the business has at least 12 employees. Those covered by 
FMLA could take no more than the 12 weeks provided under 
that law. 

Rep. Marlin Stutzman, R-Ind., the economic opportunity 
panel chairman, said the revisions were done “to strike the 
proper balance between businesses and employees.” 

Ryan Gallucci of Veterans of Foreign Wars, who last 
week warned that making employers provide 12 weeks of 
unpaid leave to disabled veterans could discourage companies 
from hiring the veterans, said modifications answer some of 
his concerns, but he still doesn’t think the bill addresses the 
issue of needing time off for medical treatment. 

“The problem has to do with the VA’s limited 
appointments,” he said. “VA is basically telling people you 
have to take time off during a workday for an appointment, 
which is not good for the veteran or the employer. If they 
expanded their hours to evenings and weekends, it would be 
better for veterans trying to hold down a job and take care of 
their medical needs.” 
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34. Bill Offers Benefits To Gay Military Couples 
(NAVY TIMES 28 JUN 12) ... Rick Maze 

A key House Democrat supports providing full military 
and veterans benefits to same-sex couples. 

Rep. Adam Smith of Washington, ranking Democrat on 
the House Armed Services Committee, introduced a bill that 
would redefine “spouse” when it comes to military benefits to 
follow state law for the place where the couple married. If the 
marriage was legal, the couple would get the same benefits as 
a wife and husband. 

By following the definition in the state where the couple 
married, the bill avoids the problem of following the definition 
used in the state where the couple resides, which could result 
in benefits that change from one assignment to the next. 

The bill, HR 6046, was introduced June 27 and was 
referred to the armed services and veterans’ affairs 

committees. Smith calls it the Military Spouses Equal 
Treatment Act. 

It is not clear if there is any chance for even a hearing on 
the bill in the Republican-controlled House of 
Representatives, where there has been talk of trying to restore 
the ban on openly gay service members if Republicans sweep 
the House, Senate and White House in the November 
elections. 

In a statement, Smith said the 2011 repeal of “don’t ask, 
don’t tell” “was a tremendous step forward” but “there is more 
that can be done to ensure that the rights of all of our service 
members and their spouse, regardless of whether they are of 
the same sex or opposite sex as the service member, are 
protected.” 
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The bill, he said is simple: “If veterans or service 
members have a spouse of the same sex, then their spouse will 
be afforded the same benefits as their heterosexual 
counterparts. 

“Spouses of service members should not be prevented 
from receiving the benefits they have earned simply because 
they are the same sex as their partner,” Smith said. “This 
discriminatory practice must come to an end.” 

Evan Wolfson of Freedom to Marry, a group pushing for 
equal treatment of same-sex couples, said since “don’t ask, 

don’t tell” was repealed, “most Americans think our troops are 
serving freely and fairly alongside each other, but this is not 
the case. Federal law still discriminates against married gay 
and lesbian service members, veterans, and their families by 
denying them crucial protections and creating two classes of 
service members in our armed forces,” Wolfson said. The bill 
“is a specific and necessary step to ensure protection of 
married gay and lesbian members in our armed forces.” 
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FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
35. Navy Completes Test of LCS Surface Module 
(DEFENSE DAILY 29 JUN 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

The Navy has completed the first stage of development 
testing for surface warfare module for the Littoral Combat 
Ship (LCS) program by demonstrating the MK 46 gun system 
and other weapons, the service said yesterday. 

The tests also included MH-60R helicopter carrying a 
Hellfire missile simulator and .50-caliber and 7.62mm 
machine guns. 

The surface warfare mission module is one of three 
swappable packages being designed for the class of ships 
intended for close-to-shore operations. The other two are anti-
submarine warfare and mine countermeasures. The test was 
done on the USS Freedom (LCS-1) on Sunday, Naval Sea 
Systems Command (NAVSEA) said. 

"An LCS outfitted with these capabilities, teamed with the 
ship's inherent speed and maneuverability, will provide a 
capability in a single platform never before available to the 
U.S. Navy," Rear Adm. James Murdoch, the program 
executive officer for the LCS program, said. 

The surface warfare package is to provide fleet protection 
from small boats and other asymmetrical threats, the Navy 
said. The ships are also intended to provide operational 
security in interdiction missions against terrorist suspects and 
high seas pirates. 

"Although data collected during testing remains under 
analysis, the systems accomplished each of the challenging 
test scenarios," Capt. John Ailes, the program manager LCS 
mission modules, said. 

The next development test for the surface module is 
expected to take place in August 2013, with initial test and 
evaluation scheduled for 2014 and initial operational 
capability (IOC) that same year. 

The Navy plans to build 55 of the ships, along with 24 
surface warfare packages, 24 mine countermeasure modules, 
and 16 anti-submarine warfare (ASW) packages. The mine 
module is scheduled for IOC in 2014 and ASW in 2017, 
Murdoch told Defense Daily earlier this year. 
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36. San Diego's Role Key In Drone Development 
Local-Based Companies Contributing To Development Of Unmanned Systems For Military 
(KGTV ABC SAN DIEGO ABC SAN DIEGO 28 JUN 12) 

SAN DIEGO -- San Diego has had a vital role in the 
development of unmanned aerial systems, which have proven 
their worth on the battlefields in Iraq and Afghanistan, as well 
as on the war against terrorism. 

During a recent presentation in Palmdale, defense 
contractor Northrop Grumman unveiled Triton, one of the 
newest unmanned aerial systems for the U.S. Navy. The Navy 
is planning to do with it at sea what the U.S. Army and others 
have done with UAVs over land. 

"You can see in different types of weather, day, night, 
different types of targets, different types of threats to the battle 
group, so that's probably the biggest thing it gives us," said 
U.S. Navy Rear Adm. Bill Shannon. 

Imagine being able to track pirates before they know 
you're there. Northrop Grumman is in development with the 
Navy on a shorter range, over-the-water system called "Fire 
Scout." 

However, the Broad Area Maritime Surveillance System 
(BAMS) can look at threats from high above. 

"We will have a set of pre-planned missions, but when it 
goes out, depending on what's happening at sea, it will be 
dynamically re-tasked," said Shannon. 

With satellite links, the BAMS can communicate to ships 
and shore. 

While the physical construction of the aircraft will be 
done in Palmdale, all the technology and research and 
development is being done in Rancho Bernardo. 

San Diego-based developer General Atomics rolled out its 
first UAV, the Predator, in 1994. The company is now 
developing the Predator C Avenger, a jet-powered unmanned 
system. 

Some UAVs, like the system built for the United 
Kingdom called Watchkeeper, are only as good as the 
information they can transmit. 

That is where Kearny Mesa-based defense contractor 
Cubic Corp. plays a pivotal role. The company, which started 
in the 1950s, does not build UAVs, but they have developed a 
key component for them. 
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"All those sensors on the aircraft, we're moving that 
information in real time down to the ground," said Bill 

Kalebaugh of Cubic Corp. 
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37. Warfare Center's New System Makes Big Impact For Missile Defense Tests 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 28 JUN 12) ... Naval Surface Warfare Center Corona Public Affairs 

NORCO, Calif. -- Naval Surface Warfare Center Corona's 
new mini-KU satellite communication system aboard USS 
Lake Erie (CG 70) cut data transfer time by more than 95 
percent June 27, during the successful test of the nation's first 
live-fire, medium-range ballistic missile intercept over the 
Pacific Ocean using the Navy's Aegis Ballistic Missile 
Defense (ABMD) System. 

The successful intercept marks a critical milestone for the 
second phase of the President's Phased Adaptive Approach for 
missile defense of Europe, consisting of the standard missile 
SM-3 1B interceptor employed in an Aegis ashore system in 
Romania in 2015. 

"Our new mini-KU link that's now operational on Lake 
Erie is a major accomplishment for the Navy's assessment 
team," said NSWC Corona Commanding Officer Cmdr. Eric 
Ver Hage. "Mini-KU will be a key capability as we move 

forward since its faster throughput enables our warfare center 
and industry analysts to provide faster feedback to shorten the 
testing cycle even further." 

Ver Hage added the new antenna provides more 
bandwidth to support the new ABMD 4.0.1 weapon system 
installed aboard ships, and that this version's small form-factor 
and high portability enable it to be lifted and installed without 
the need for a crane. 

This flight test comes on the heels of last month's historic 
intercept of a short-range ballistic missile target which 
successfully used a number of new capabilities for the first 
time - the second-generation ABMD 4.0.1, the new Standard 
Missile-3 Block 1B (SM-3 1B) interceptor, the new shipboard 
mini-KU antenna and another new ground station KU-band 
antenna which Corona installed at its command last fall to 
give the Navy increased data link capability. 
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38. U.S. Navy’s High-Resolution Radar Can See Individual Raindrops In A Storm 
U.S. Naval Research Laboratory says study could help develop new severe weather monitoring applications 
(NETWORK WORLD 28 JUN 12) 

The U.S. Naval Research Laboratory (NRL) researchers 
said recently that a Navy very high-resolution Doppler radar 
can actually spot individual raindrops in a cloudburst, possibly 
paving the way for new weather monitoring applications that 
could better track or monitor weather and severe storms. 

According to an NRL release, the very high-resolution 
"Mid-Course Radar" was used to retrieve information on the 
internal cloud flow and precipitation structure. The radar was 
previously used to track small debris shed from the NASA 
space shuttle missions during launch. "Similar to the traces left 
behind on film by sub-atomic particles, researchers observed 
larger cloud particles leaving well-defined, nearly linear, radar 
reflectivity "streaks" which could be analyzed to infer their 
underlying properties," NRL stated. 

From the NRL: "Scientists could detect the individual 
particles because of a combination of the radar's 3MW power, 

narrow 0.22 degree beamwidth, and an unprecedented range 
resolution as fine as 0.5m. This combination of radar attributes 
allows researchers to sample a volume of cloud about the size 
of a small bus (roughly 14 m3) when operating at a range of 2 
km. With such small pulse volumes, it becomes possible to 
measure the properties of individual raindrops greater than 
0.5mm in diameter due to the low concentration of such drops 
in naturally occurring cloud systems and the overwhelming 
dominance such drops have on the measured radar reflectivity 
when present in a field comprised of smaller particles." 

The researchers also said they expect the results of their 
findings will help unlock secrets of cloud and precipitation 
formation such as the development and movement of large 
hail stones which lead to over a billion dollars in damage 
annually to crops and property in the United States alone. 
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39. Lawmakers Stand By DoD Budget Bill Obama Threatens To Veto 
(DEFENSE DAILY 29 JUN 12) ... Emelie Rutherford 

Key lawmakers predicted yesterday the House will make 
few changes to the Pentagon budget bill in two weeks, despite 
the White House's opposition and Senate plans to advance a 
more-modest version. 

Shortly after the House Rules Committee prepped 
yesterday the fiscal year 2013 defense appropriations bill for 
House debate, the White House threatened to veto it for 
exceeding funding levels President Barack Obama wants. 

In a Statement of Administration Policy (SAP), the White 
House's Office of Management and Budget (OMB) slams the 
$519.2 billion Pentagon budget-setting bill approved last 
month by the House Appropriations Committee (HAC) for 
surpassing funding levels dictated by the Budget Control Act 
of 2011. The Senate Appropriations Committee (SAC) is 

expected to heed that deficit-controlling law and offer a bill 
that is $8 billion less than the HAC's. 

The OMB argues passing the HAC bill at its current 
funding level would force Congress to cut funding in other 
appropriations bill for "critical national priorities such as 
education, research and development, job training, and health 
care." 

"Furthermore, the bill undermines key investments in 
high-priority programs, impeding the ability of the secretary of 
defense to carry out the defense strategic guidance issued 
earlier this year, and hindering the ability of the armed forces 
to carry out their missions consistent with the new strategy," it 
says. If Obama were presented the current bill, it says "his 
senior advisors would recommend that he veto the bill." 
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HAC Defense subcommittee (HAC-D) Chairman C.W. 
"Bill" Young and Ranking Member Norm Dicks (D-Wash.) 
said yesterday they know they will have to agree to shrink the 
size of the $519.2 billion bill during negotiations with the 
Senate later this year. 

"That will be a major negotiating item with the Senate," 
Young told Defense Daily. "But we'll work it out. We 
understand that our number won't hold." 

Young said he optimistically is hoping the House and 
Senate will both pass their versions of the defense spending 
bill and then negotiate a final version to send Obama before 
FY '13 starts in October. SAC Chairman Daniel Inouye (D-
Hawaii) has said his panel will mark up its legislation as soon 
as the House passes its version. The House is expected to 
debate the HAC's bill in two weeks, after lawmakers return 
from next week's recess. The House Rules Committee was 
poised yesterday afternoon to approve an open rule for the 
legislation, allowing any members to offer amendments to it 
on the floor without any pre-approval. 

Young maintained yesterday the HAC's bill is "very 
carefully drawn (and) everything was balanced." 

"We need to be careful about (amendments), because 
there are so many (military) needs," he said. "While we did 
increase the president's budget request, there are a lot of things 
that the military asked for that were not in the budget request. 
But they have a way of asking for it outside the (public 
congressional) hearing. And we took care of a lot of that, 
which we consider to be quite important." 

Young and Dicks said they have no House floor 
amendments planned to the HAC-approved legislation. 

"I'm a supporter of the bill," Dicks told Defense Daily. 
"It's a good bill." He said there are "a few things that we'll 
improve," including the topline amount that he said will be 
reduced. 

Dicks said amendments to cut weapons programs 
including a new Air Force bomber could be offered on the 
House floor. But, he added: "Between the Republicans and the 
defense-minded Democrats we've got enough votes to prevent 
anything bad, (such as) some dismantling of some weapons 
system." 

He and other HAC-D members predicted yesterday that 
the House will not cut additional funding for the troubled F-35 
Joint Strike Fighter program in the bill. The HAC measure 
heeds the Pentagon's request to buy 29 F-35s from Lockheed 

Martinbut pares the $8.9 billion F-35 request slightly, 
trimming $528.4 million in procurement monies and $16.8 
million in research funding. 

"I think there's support in Congress" for the F-35, Dicks 
said. "We have to keep working that and improving that 
airplane, but I don't think there'd be enough votes to kill it." 

HAC-D member Jim Moran (D-Va.) said while the F-35 
is "still a work in progress" he believes "there's enough 
support for it." 

"It certainly is an awful lot of jobs all over the country," 
he told Defense Daily. 

Moran and other HAC-D members said they don't think it 
will be very difficult to combine the House bill in the future 
with a Senate version that is $8 billion smaller. 

"We've got a lot of camaraderie on both sides of the 
aisle," in terms of the defense appropriations bill, Moran said. 
"That's just not going to be tough." 

There is buzz on Capitol Hill about lawmakers using the 
defense appropriations bill as a legislative vehicle to attach 
funding for other government agencies for FY '13. 

"I think the defense bill is probably the one that is going 
to be most easily conferenced with Senate, because (the House 
and Senate versions) are going to have the least disparity...in 
terms of funding and the details" compared to other 
government appropriations bills, Moran said. 

OMB, meanwhile, cites additional qualms with the bill 
beyond those it specifically says would spur a veto. Those 
include "the billions of dollars the bill provides for items (the 
Department of Defense) DoD did not request and does not 
need, as well as section 8006 of the bill, which makes 
spending on these unnecessary items statutorily required," the 
SAP says. 

The White House also objects to the HAC's move to 
prevent the Air Force and Army from axing or retiring C-27J 
and C-23 aircraft and Global Hawk Block 30 unmanned aerial 
vehicles. Additional administration concerns with the bill 
include its zeroing out of funding for the Medium Extended 
Air Defense System and Afloat Forward Staging Base, 
incremental funding setup for Space-Based Infrared System 
satellites, and cuts to Pentagon-requested monies for Fire 
Scout drone upgrades, Army depot maintenance, USS 
Enterprise aircraft carrier deactivation, and biofuels 
development. 
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40. General Dynamics In Talks To Buy Part Of Earl Industries 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 29 JUN 12) ... Robert McCabe 

PORTSMOUTH--General Dynamics Corp. is talking with 
Portsmouth-based Earl Industries LLC about acquiring three 
of its business units, including its two ship-repair operations, 
in a deal that is expected to become final by the end of the 
summer. 

The deal would give General Dynamics its second 
shipyard in Hampton Roads. 

In the fall, it bought Metro Machine Corp., which 
employed 400 people on the Berkley riverfront across from 
downtown Norfolk. Metro Machine is now known as General 
Dynamics NASSCO Norfolk. 

"General Dynamics and Earl Industries are negotiating the 
terms of an acquisition agreement that would result in the 

ship-repair and coatings operations becoming part of General 
Dynamics," said Rob Doolittle, a spokesman with Falls 
Church-based General Dynamics, on Thursday. 

Jerry Miller, president and owner of Earl Industries, 
declined to comment. 

The talks are expected to be completed very soon, with a 
financial close on the acquisition anticipated "sometime later 
this summer," Doolittle said. 

"The terms are all confidential," he added. 
General Dynamics would acquire three of Earl's five 

business units under the deal - its ship-repair facilities in 
Portsmouth and Mayport, Fla., as well as its coatings division 
in Portsmouth. Earl would still have two other divisions - 
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precision manufacturing in Portsmouth, and integrated power 
and controls in Chesapeake. 

The units General Dynamics would acquire employ about 
575 workers, who would become General Dynamics 
NASSCO employees when the deal is finalized, Doolittle said. 

"It's a prime contractor for nuclear aircraft-carrier 
maintenance and repair in the Norfolk area and they also 
support frigates and other ships in the Norfolk and Mayport 
area," he added. 

On June 15, General Dynamics and Earl filed an 
application with the Federal Trade Commission, seeking a 
review of the proposed deal under a federal program that took 
effect in 1978, requiring parties to certain mergers and 
acquisitions to notify the commission and the Justice 
Department before finalizing any agreement. 

The application is followed by a mandatory review period 
of 30 days. The review can be shortened by the granting of an 
"early termination" notice, which General Dynamics and Earl 
received Wednesday. 

The notice essentially means the commission had no 
comment on it, allowing the deal to move forward, Doolittle 
said. 

The FTC and the Justice Department partner on the 
reviews, so the early-termination notice was issued of behalf 
of both agencies, he added. 

Earl's would be the third major South Hampton Roads 
ship-repair operation to be owned by a major defense 
contractor. The former Norshipco in Norfolk is now owned by 

Arlington-based BAE Systems Inc., a subsidiary of BAE 
Systems PLC, headquartered in Britain. 

Earl hit a rough patch in May 2011, when the Navy 
announced that it was terminating a five-year maintenance 
contract with the company for work on the San Antonio-class 
of amphibious warships. 

Earl's LPD-17 "multi-ship, multi-option," or MSMO, 
contract - a kind of one-stop-shopping relationship in which a 
single shipyard handles maintenance on a class of ships - had 
begun only a few months earlier, on Jan. 7, 2011, and was 
supposed to run five years. 

Earl valued it at $75 million. 
"The company's performance on this contract was not in 

keeping with the type of quality work the Navy expects from 
our industry partners," Vice Adm. Kevin McCoy, who heads 
Naval Sea Systems Command, said in a statement at the time. 

Earl had been working on the San Antonio under another 
contract since December 2009, Miller, the company's 
president, said last year. 

He said it was unfair for the Navy to cancel the MSMO 
contract based on problems with the earlier contract, which 
did not allow for proper planning. 

The Navy contracted with Earl in late 2009 to repair the 
engines on the San Antonio, which had been beset by design 
and construction defects since its commissioning in 2006. 

The engine repair "grew into a complex overhaul on 
multiple ship systems... due to continuous discovery of new 
work and correction of newly discovered new construction 
defects," Earl said in a statement last year. 
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41. F-35 Strike Ends; Work To Resume Monday 
(DEFENSE DAILY 29 JUN 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

The two-month long strike that has affected production at 
Lockheed Martin 'sF-35 plant in Fort Worth, Texas officially 
came to an end yesterday when the machinist union voted 
overwhelmingly to accept a new labor deal and return to work 
on Monday. 

Negotiators representing Lockheed Martin and the 
International Association of Machinists (IAM) and Aerospace 
Workers District 776 agreed to the deal during four days of 
talks that concluded last weekend with the help of federal 
mediators. 

The 3,600-member IAM voted yesterday and accepted the 
proposal by a margin of 80 percent, the union said on its 
website. "The picket lines have been taken down," the website 
said. 

Lockheed Martin said the four-year contract allows the 
employees to resume their roles in manufacturing, assembly 
and testing of F-35s and F-16s. 

"With the new contract in place, we can continue 
concentrating on the critical requirements of our customers 
and our important mission of producing the world's most 
advanced, highest quality combat aircraft at the Fort Worth 

facility," Larry Lawson, executive vice president of Lockheed 
Martin's Aeronautics business area, said in a statement. "We're 
pleased that the entire aeronautics team will be back in place 
and working together again on our important programs." 

Lockheed Martin said the package included general wage 
increases, cash payments, a choice of health plans, and other 
compensation and benefits. 

The workers had been on strike since April 23, a day after 
the workers rejected a company proposal to offer new workers 
a defined contribution plan instead of the traditional defined 
benefit pension plan. 

Lockheed Martin has said the labor dispute will not deter 
plans to deliver 30 F-35s this year, even though the production 
workforce at the plant has been at one-third its normal size 
since the strike began. 

Lockheed Martin had kept the factory running with about 
1,600 workers, most of whom are salaried employees in Fort 
Worth, as well as a contingent of temporary workers and 50 
employees from other company locations to perform 
specialized tasks. 
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BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
42. Old Ironsides, 200 Years Later 
(WBUR NPR BOSTON 28 JUN 12) ... Delores Handy 

BOSTON — Tall ships and naval vessels from around the 
world arrive in Boston this week to celebrate Independence 
Day and mark the bicentennial of the War of 1812 during 
Harborfest. 

The USS Constitution, which is docked at the 
Charlestown Navy Yard, earned its nickname, “Old 
Ironsides,” during the War of 1812. 

Each year, about 530,000 people step aboard the oldest 
commissioned warship afloat in the world for a lesson in 
America’s rich Colonial and maritime history. 

Each morning at 8 a.m. — regardless of weather — 
there’s cannonball fire and the national anthem is sung as the 
American flag is raised from the stern. 

Commissioned in 1794, the USS Constitution was 
launched into Boston Harbor three years later. 

There are about 70 active-duty Sailors — men and 
women — currently on the crew. They replicate rituals and 
drills two centuries old, maintain the ship, and give maritime 
demonstrations — often times dressed in period uniforms. 

“Apart from the Star-Spangled Banner, the flag that flew 
over Fort McHenry, the Constitution is the most important 
artifact from the War of 1812,” said Matthew Brenckle, a 
research historian at the USS Constitution Museum. 

Brenckle explained how during the War of 1812 the 
wooden warship’s exploits earned her the nickname Old 
Ironsides. 

“In the battle with the HMS Guerriere, American seamen 
supposedly witnessed British cannonballs bouncing off of the 
Constitution’s hull,” Brenckle said. “This cry arose: ‘Huzzah, 
her sides are made of iron!’ ” 

A 19th-century engraving shows the victory of the USS 
Constitution over the British Frigate Guerriere. (AP) 

“When you actually get a chance to look and see the sides 
of the Constitution, the hull is almost two feet thick,” said 
Commander Matthew Bonner, the 72nd commanding officer 
of the USS Constitution. “To picture what the noise must have 
been like and hearing those cannonballs hit as the guns were 
thundering out in response to the enemy, it must’ve just been 
crazy, especially up on deck where you’re not protected.” 

Bonner says most people know about the ship’s 
involvement in the War of 1812 — often called the second 
war of independence — but, he says, few people know about 
the ship’s history in Vietnam more than 100 years before the 
U.S. entered a war there. 

“Captain Mad Jack Percival, some say, fired the first shot 
in Vietnam during his round-the-world cruise in the late 
1840s,” Bonner said. 

Research historian Brenckle says Old Ironsides, under the 
command of Captain Percival, just happened to be anchored in 
the region. 

“They ended up off the coast of Vietnam, but basically he 
got embroiled in local politics,” Brenckle explained. “There 
was the issue of a French priest who had been taken captive 
and the Americans swooped in and tried to rescue him while 
bombarding several villages.” 

Bonner — the current commanding officer — says that 
action seemed to foretell later U.S. involvement in Vietnam. 

“As a history major, I learned those who don’t know 
history are condemned to repeat it and it seems 100 years later 
we kind of let the same mistake,” Bonner said. “We didn’t go 
in with a good plan and as a result we were there for a long 
time without a lot of success.” 

Over the past two centuries, Brenckle says the USS 
Constitution was almost lost to history on more than one 
occasion. 

“In the 1830s there was a rumor that the Navy was going 
to scrap the ship and Oliver Wendell Holmes wrote his stirring 
poem, ‘Old Ironsides,’ to rally people in Boston — and 
eventually people in the nation — to save the ship,” Brenckle 
said. 

“The ship almost fell into the hands of the Confederacy 
during the Civil War, but she was rescued in 1861 and brought 
to Newport from Annapolis. And then there really was the 
period after the Civil War, of neglect and disrepair. It wasn’t 
until 1897 it was brought back to Boston and started this cycle 
of restorations that is still going on today.” 

These days the primary mission of the USS Constitution 
is education and public outreach. The ship is the the last stop 
on Boston’s Freedom Trail. 

The ship also has been declared America’s Ship of State. 
That designation, in 2009, allows the president, top 
administration officials and members of Congress to use Old 
Ironsides to host visiting heads of state. It also makes the ship 
a venue for signing legislation related to the armed forces and 
maritime treaties. 

Listen To Audio (RT: 5:03) 

Return to Index 
 

43. Navy Medicine Discusses Warrior Care With Boston Red Sox 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 28 JUN 12) ... U.S. Navy Bureau of Medicine and Surgery Public Affairs 

BOSTON -- Navy Medicine executives visited Fenway 
Park to meet with the leadership and medical staff of the 
Boston Red Sox June 27 to highlight how the Navy's global 
role directly benefits the city of Boston and to thank the team 
for their support of the military. 

Rear Adm. Elaine Wagner, Commander, Naval Medical 
Center Portsmouth, Va., visited the ballpark while in town 
meeting with local corporate executives, healthcare providers, 
and university leadership as part of Boston Navy Week. 

While at Fenway Park, Wagner explained how building 
partnerships with civilian organizations was important in 
advancing the military's capability in providing care and 
support to personnel wounded in combat. 

"The Navy and military medicine are on the leading edge 
of medical care but we have much we can learn from others," 
said Wagner. "Meeting with medical experts in the Boston 
area and discussing areas of mutual interest can only help us 
raise our game which also provides a benefit to the U.S. public 
health system." 
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During her visit, Wagner explained that care for those 
wounded in combat is a long-term commitment and thanked 
Red Sox Chairman Thomas C. Werner and Vice Chairman 
David Ginzberg for their continued support. 

Ginzberg expressed appreciation for the Navy's visit and 
stated that the Red Sox organization works hard to express 
gratitude for the nation's uniformed service members. 

"From our view there is an implicit contact between the 
military and the private sector," said Ginzberg. "We have an 
obligation to help and honor those who fight on our behalf and 
sacrifice so much for our nation." 

While at the ballpark, Wagner also met with leadership of 
Massachusetts General hospital who have partnered with the 
Red Sox to create the 'Home Base Program' that provides 
support for military personnel and their family members 
throughout their deployment cycles. Founded by the Red Sox 
Foundation and Massachusetts General Hospital in 2009, the 
program also provides care for Iraq and Afghanistan veterans 
who have combat or deployment-related stress or traumatic 
brain injury (TBI). 

"We are striving to be a model partnership of academic 
medicine and Major League Baseball in service to our military 
veterans-and their families," said Michael Allard, chief 
operating officer of the Home Base Program. "It is honor to 

work with the Department of Defense to raise the level of 
awareness and productive support from the private sector to 
improve the lives of those who have served us." 

Wagner thanked Allard and the leadership of the Red Sox 
and Massachusetts General hospital for their continued 
support of military personnel and those wounded in combat. 

"The support and generosity that organizations such as the 
Home Base Program and numerous others provide to our men 
and women in uniform are critical in maintaining the morale 
of our people working in high stress environments around the 
world," said Wagner. "It reminds them that their fellow 
Americans have not forgotten them." 

Navy Medicine is a global healthcare network of 63,000 
Navy medical personnel around the world who provide high 
quality health care to more than one million eligible 
beneficiaries. Navy Medicine personnel deploy with Sailors 
and Marines worldwide, providing critical mission support 
aboard ship, in the air, under the sea and on the battlefield. 

Boston Navy Week is one of 15 Navy weeks across the 
country this year. Navy Weeks are designed to show 
Americans the investment they make in their Navy and 
increase awareness in cities that do not have a significant 
Navy presence. 
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44. Eyes To The Sky As Angels Swoop In 
(PORTSMOUTH (NH) HERALD 28 JUN 12) ... Charles McMahon 

PORTSMOUTH — For the final time in the foreseeable 
future, the U.S. Navy Blue Angels soared back into the 
Seacoast on Wednesday, setting off a flurry of excitement for 
aviation enthusiasts watching from the ground. 

Blue Angels 1-6 arrived in Portsmouth shortly after 5:30 
p.m., maneuvering in formation then landing one after the 
other at Portsmouth International Airport at Pease. 

The blue and yellow F/A-18 Hornet aircrafts' arrival came 
amidst pockets of blue skies and only a few days before they 
are scheduled to appear in this weekend's Service Credit 
Union Boston-Portsmouth Air Show. 

Blue Angel 7 arrived at Pease on Tuesday. The Blue 
Angels C-130 "Fat Albert," an aircraft that carries spare parts 
and equipment for the flight demonstration squadron, also 
arrived Wednesday afternoon. 

Spectators swarmed the area around the airport, many of 
them ignoring 'no parking' signs and pulling over to the side of 
the road just to catch a glimpse of the flight squadron. 

The Blue Angels last performed in Portsmouth two years 
ago at the air show. Last year, the U.S. Air Force 
Thunderbirds performed. 

The Angels will conduct walkdown and circle maneuvers 
at 11:45 a.m., 12:45 p.m. and 2:45 p.m. today, and will be part 
of practice demonstrations by all air show performers Friday. 

Other air show performers include the Black Diamond Jet 
Team, the U.S. Army Parachute Team Golden Knights, air 

show legend Sean D. Tucker, aerobatic superstar Michael 
Goulian and wing walker Jane Wicker. 

In addition to their duties at the show, the Blue Angels 
also will be speaking with Portsmouth High School students 
Friday morning, said Holly Forbes, commanding officer for a 
Naval Sea Cadet unit. 

The show is being jointly produced by the Daniel Webster 
Council Boy Scouts of America and the Brain Injury 
Association of New Hampshire. The organizations, along with 
more than 30 other local not-for-profit groups, will benefit 
from the show. 

The Air National Guard Rise to the Challenge Tour will 
also be at the air show both days from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

The Rise to the Challenge Tour provides people an 
opportunity to participate in simulated missions designed to 
demonstrate real-life roles of Air Guard men and women. The 
interactive experience is traveling the nation educating 
Americans on the Air Guard's role in serving our communities 
and nation. This year, the tour features a new component, the 
Grateful States initiative, which lets participants record a 
personal video thank-you message for the men and women 
serving in the military at home and abroad. 

On Sunday, the air show will host the VW Pull for 
Wounded Warriors. The VW pull, described as a "giant tug-
of-war" in which teams of up to 25 members pull an aircraft 
weighing more than 130,000 pounds, will raise funds for the 
Brain Injury Association of New Hampshire. 
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45. Middle School Students Work With Navy Engineers To Solve Problems With Science, Technology, 
Engineering And Math 

(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 28 JUN 12) ... John J. Joyce, NSWC Dahlgren Division Corporate Communications 
DAHLGREN, Va. -- Middle school students are using 

their science, technology, engineering and math (STEM) skills 
to solve problems of Navy interest at the National Defense 
Education Program (NDEP) Virginia Demonstration Project 
(VDP) Summer Academy, June 25-29. 

More than 100 students joined their mentors - 19 Navy 
scientists and engineers - to work on STEM summer camp 
activities and projects impacting simulated naval robotic 
missions at Naval Support Facility Dahlgren. 

"This is a wonderful opportunity for a middle school 
student to learn about and receive hands-on experience to as 
many STEM careers as possible in one week," said Jane 
Bachman, VDP STEM Dahlgren Academy director. "If 
students learn of a new STEM career interest or perhaps 
confirm their current STEM career interest - it affords them 
the opportunity to begin making plans for the courses they 
need to take in their high school journey." 

Navy officials - including Capt. Michael Smith, Surface 
Warfare Center Dahlgren Division (NSWCDD) commander - 
anticipate that the students may one day use their STEM skills 
at Naval Warfare Center laboratories to design future 
technologies supporting U.S. warfighters and America's 
homeland defense and security. 

"In order to do the actual engineering work - the 
calculations and the interesting stuff working as part of a team 
-you really need to be grounded in the sciences," Smith told 
the students. "During the week, you'll be exposed to a bunch 
of different projects and we hope it will whet your appetite so 
that you will really want to end up being an engineer and get 
to do some of the cool things that we get to do here." 

The NDEP VDP goal is to increase the attraction of the 
Navy's Warfare Centers and Shipyards as an eventual place of 
employment for students participating in the program. 

Smith played videos featuring research, development, 
testing and evaluation conducted at NSWC Dahlgren that 
included unmanned aerial vehicles, unmanned surface 
vehicles, Tomahawk and ballistic missiles launched from 
submarines, littoral combat ship gun systems, and the 
electromagnetic railgun. 

As students watched a video clip, Smith explained how 
railgun works. 

"It's a gun that uses electricity to push a bullet out of the 
barrel without using gun powder," said Smith. "It has two 
copper rails and if you put several million amps through those 
rails with a bullet inside, it will push it out very fast - much 
faster than you can get with a gun charge. Here's one of the 
projectiles we shot. You can see how hot it is because of the 
speed. The friction of the air is making it hot and it's going 
about mach five or six at this point." 

As an explosion filled the video screen when the 
projectile hit a watermelon target, a surprised student said, 
"you hit a watermelon at mach six!" 

Immediately after the brief, students began designing, 
building and testing their own technological projects. 

The Navy mentors are working with 18 teachers from five 
Virginia middle school systems throughout the week to 

challenge students with scenarios mimicking real engineering 
problems. 

"It is amazing to watch the excitement of the kids when 
they complete a mission, or when they learn a new concept," 
said Aimee Ketner, an NSWCDD Asymmetric Defense 
Systems Department engineer. "I am excited to provide the 
kids with my perspective and present them with information 
on how to pursue their interests." 

"Getting our kids at the middle-school age to see the fun 
of discovery and critical thinking is the right step to getting 
them to want to learn and do more," said Thomas Holland, an 
NSWCDD Engagement Systems Department senior engineer. 
"One of the students I mentored once told me that the 
program, 'made me want to know about things I never wanted 
to know about before.' You can't beat that. Inspiring our next 
generation of scientific leaders is a way for me to give back 
and I am very proud to be part of this effort." 

The program teams up teachers with practicing scientists 
and engineers such as Ketner and Holland from the mentor-
rich environment at the Naval Warfare Centers. During the 
school year, science and math themes featuring robotics 
problems are integrated throughout the curriculum. 

Moreover, the College of William and Mary impacted 
VDP and the summer camp by developing a curriculum for 
students who learn about STEM at military bases and 
providing training to Navy Warfare Center mentors. NDEP's 
VDP process is more than students learning how to program 
robots or build, assemble and demonstrate the projects. It's 
also about team building and is all inclusive. 

"It is important to provide encouragement and stimulation 
to our young people regarding the field of science," said 
Bachman, an NSWCDD Human Performance in Simulation 
lead engineer. "The working environment experience where 
students can sense the why, what and how things are done 
through interaction with scientists and engineers can benefit 
them when making their future career decisions." 

NDEP VDP originated under the Office of Naval 
Research (ONR) N-STAR (Naval Research - Science and 
Technology for America's Readiness), a science and 
technology workforce development program launched in 2004 
by the Office of Naval Research. It was initiated to show a 
diversity of pre-teens and teens that math, science and 
engineering are fascinating, fun and socially relevant. 

Since its inception, VDP's ultimate goal has been to 
establish educational outreach programs at other Navy 
research and development centers throughout the country. 

The initiative could eventually expand beyond the Navy 
and evolve into a national demonstration project 
encompassing all Department of Defense laboratories in a 
sustained effort to secure the long-term competitiveness of 
America's science and technology workforce by hooking more 
kids on math and science at an earlier age. As a result, the 
number of students earning university degrees in science, 
mathematics, engineering, and technology is expected to 
exponentially increase. 
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46. Osprey Test Flights in Japan Halted; U.S. Adheres to Deployment Plan 
(KYODO NEWS 29 JUN 12) 

TOKYO -- Tokyo and Washington have agreed not to 
conduct test flights of the MV-22 Osprey at a U.S. military 
base in Yamaguchi Prefecture until more information about 
recent crashes involving the transport aircraft is provided to 
Japan, Defense Minister Satoshi Morimoto said Friday. 

The two governments made the decision amid growing 
concerns by local governments and communities over the 
presence of the MV-22 Osprey given the tilt-rotor aircraft's 
history of crashes. 

But the United States intends to stick to its plan to station 
the Ospreys first at the U.S. Marine Corps' Iwakuni Air 
Station in Yamaguchi in July for safety checks and trial flights 
before deploying them to the Marine Corps' Futenma Air 
Station in Okinawa Prefecture in August. 

On Friday the United States officially notified Japan of 
the plan to deploy Ospreys, with the aircraft to arrive in 
Iwakuni in late July. 

Osprey flight operations are scheduled to be in full swing 
by early October, after the United States replaces the aging 
CH-46 helicopters currently at the Futenma base, located in a 
crowded residential area in the city of Ginowan, with the 
Ospreys. 

"Basing the Osprey in Okinawa will significantly 
strengthen the United States' ability to provide for the defense 
of Japan, perform humanitarian assistance and disaster relief 
operations and fulfill other alliance roles," according to a press 
release by the U.S. Department of Defense. 

The Osprey can travel roughly twice as fast as the CH-46 
and has a flight range around six times longer. It also has 
vertical takeoff and landing capability. 

The decision to not conduct any MV-22 Osprey flights 
until more information about recent crashes is provided to 
Japan was made out of U.S. "consideration" for concerns in 
Japan about the aircraft's safety, Morimoto told a news 
conference, calling this a "rare step." Results of investigations 
into the causes of two recent Osprey aircraft crashes are 
expected to be presented to the Japanese government in 
August. 

This weekend the defense minister will visit Okinawa and 
Yamaguchi to seek local consent for the controversial 
deployment. But Morimoto acknowledged the difficulty in 
convincing the residents, saying he is "not confident" in 
gaining local consent with just the current information the 
government has. 

Local fears concerning deployment of the aircraft were 
heightened by two recent accidents -- the crash of an MV-22 
Osprey in Morocco in April and of a U.S. Air Force CV-22 
Osprey in Florida earlier this month. 

Regarding the fatal April 11 accident in Morocco, the 
United States has told Japan there was no mechanical problem 
with the aircraft, although conclusive findings have yet to be 
released. On June 13 a CV-22 Osprey aircraft crashed during 
training in southern Florida, injuring five crew members 
aboard. 

The Japanese government is calling on the United States 
to provide more information about both accidents. 

Putting on hold test flights in Yamaguchi until after the 
investigation into the Florida accident makes further progress 
raises the prospect of a slight delay in the Futenma 
deployment in August, Japanese government sources said. 

But local anxiety is unlikely to be eased by then or 
anytime soon. 

Following the U.S. notification over the Osprey 
deployment, Okinawa Gov. 

Hirokazu Nakaima said he regards this as "extremely 
regrettable" and simply unacceptable. 

In its press release, the United States stressed the safety of 
the aircraft in operations and noted that while MV-22 flight 
operations in Japan are suspended, the MV-22 and CV-22 
Ospreys will continue to be operating in other places. 

After the deployment, several Ospreys will be dispatched 
every month to Iwakuni base and Camp Fuji in Gotemba, 
Shizuoka Prefecture, for drills. Drill flights at low altitude are 
also being planned in parts of Honshu as well as Shikoku and 
Kyushu regions in western and southwestern Japan, 
respectively. 

Return to Index 
 
 

NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
47. Plebes Start Naval Academy Career At Induction Day 
(WBAL CBS BALTIMORE 28 JUN 12) ... Jennifer Franciotti 

ANNAPOLIS, Md. - Thursday was a big day in 
Annapolis as nearly 1,200 young men and women from 
around the country entered the U.S. Naval Academy. 

Induction Day is the start of plebe summer when 
freshman get a crash course in what it means to be in the 
military. They get their reef points explaining the mission of 
the military, as well as their medical evaluations and the 
much-anticipated buzz cut that's required for men. 

"A lot of them don't want to lose their hair," said one of 
the barbers at the event. 

"It's the part I've been waiting for all day," said plebe 
Alex Gibson, of Greensboro, N.C. 

The Class of 2016 was chosen from more than 20,000 
applicants, which is a record for the Naval Academy. Over the 
next six weeks the plebes will get a crash course in Navy life. 

"They'll learn seamanship and navigation. They'll learn 
basic platoon tactics. They'll do a lot of what the Navy and 
Marine Corps do, and that will prepare them for the future," 
said Midshipman First Class Dylan Kim. 

They also got their uniforms. Some of the plebes 11 News 
spoke with were already feeling the pressure. 

"It's kind of overwhelming. I'm pretty nervous," said 
plebe Alexia Ricketts. 

Others said they're excited and honored. 
"(I'm doing it for the) service of country. My grandfather 

and father all did it before me, and it's just something I have a 
lot of pride in and something I wanted to do for myself," said 
Jim Catina of Pennsylvania. 
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The parents of the plebes got a pep talk outside Alumni 
Hall as their sons and daughters prepared to get one of the 
finest educations in the nation. 

"I have mixed emotions. I'm very excited for him. It 
opens up a world of opportunities. You lose your child, so it's 
definitely a different experience -- not the traditional college 
experience even," said mother Janet Catina. 

The group also got instructions on how to make their bed 
covers and the proper way to salute. 

View Clip (RT: 2:11) 
Broadcast Clip - Induction Day Marks The Start Of 

The Grueling Plebe Summer At The Naval Academy 
(WJZ CBS BALTIMORE 28 JUN 12) Monique Griego 
More than 1,200 men and women began their four-year 

journey on Thursday at the Naval Academy in Annapolis. 

It’s a morning full of emotions. While sunglasses hid 
many many tears, pride and excitement are the overwhelming 
feelings this induction day. 

Induction Day ends at 6 p.m. on Thursday with plebes 
taking an oath. Then, the physical works begins bright and 
early on Friday. 

View Clip (RT: 1:54) 
Slideshow - Plebe Summer Underway At The Naval 

Academy 
(WASHINGTON POST 28 JUN 12) 
Induction Day begins it all with a harsh introduction to 

the military for would-be Navy and Marine officers arriving at 
the U.S. Naval Academy in Annapolis 

View Slideshow (11 Photos) 
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48. Naval Academy Greets Record Number Of Female Plebes 
Early female grads speak with pride of gender revolution they helped start 
(BALTIMORE SUN 28 JUN 12) ... Childs Walker 

The snide comments surprised Randy Kurtz, who figured 
she was suffering the same harrowing rites of passage as her 
U.S. Naval Academy classmates as they trudged through the 
plebe summer of 1978. 

"You don't belong here," the male midshipmen might say. 
A few seemed to take particular glee in pulling her down as 
she attempted the Herndon Climb, which culminates plebe 
year. 

Kurtz, a Connecticut native, was part of the third academy 
class to include women, and the spirit of equality had not sunk 
in with everyone. But those days seemed very long ago this 
week, as she returned to Annapolis to drop off her daughter, 
Helena Cheslack, for the start of plebe summer. 

Cheslack was one of 295 female plebes, a record 24 
percent of the entering Class of 2016. She and her classmates 
arrived Thursday expecting the toughest summer of their 
young lives. But they spoke matter-of-factly about the 
increasing gender equity of the brigade. That casual 
acceptance felt like victory for the women of earlier classes. 

"It's a good reflection on the times," said Kurtz, now a 
Florida attorney and a reserve captain in the Navy supply 
corps. 

The record number, up from 19 percent last year, is a 
natural result of long-term efforts to diversify the brigade, said 
Lt. Rachel Walker, an academy admissions officer. "I don't 
expect that it will stop there," she said. 

There seemed little distinction between the male and 
female plebes as they waited apprehensively outside Alumni 
Hall. 

"Honestly, it's not a big deal in this day and age," said 
2012 academy graduate Jameson Marshall, on hand to assist 
with induction day. 

In a few hours, the plebes would all wear the same white 
New Balance running shoes, share the same struggles to 
achieve a rigid salute and hear the same barked admonitions 
from upperclassmen. Women would be spared the head 
shavings imposed on male classmates, but that seemed the 
only break. 

"I've heard not to worry about it, because they don't treat 
you any differently," said Ashley Paek, a soccer player and 
aspiring physician from Leesburg, Va. 

When she expressed interest in the academy, her dad, a 
postal worker, said, "Oh my God. You're a girl, you can't go." 

But once Paek's parents learned that the academy charges 
no tuition and has a significant percentage of female students, 
they changed their tune. 

Paek was chatting with classmate Cynthia Nestor of 
Silver Spring. "It's amazing," Nestor said when asked about 
the progress of women at the academy. "It shows how much 
we're doing." 

"It's everywhere," Paek added. "Women are stepping up." 
Nestor said she warmed to the idea of the Navy when she 

saw a hospital ship delivering supplies and care in Haiti after 
the 2010 earthquake. She seemed unconcerned about the 
coming rigors of plebe summer. 

"At the high school where I went, everybody treated 
everything as a joke, and I hated it," she said. "But this is 
about as serious as you get." 

Some troubling aspects of life remain for women at the 
academy. 

The Department of Defense reported 22 sexual assaults 
there in 2010-2011, twice as many as the previous year and up 
from five in 2006-2007. More than 16 percent of female 
midshipmen said they had experienced unwanted sexual 
contact in a 2009-2010 survey by the Defense Manpower Data 
Center. Academy officials have said they're not sure if assaults 
are actually up or if programs that encourage reporting of 
offenses are simply working better. 

Regardless, this year's female plebes said they would deal 
with similar issues at any university. 

"The girl thing, you're going to get that anywhere," Nestor 
said. "There's just more publicity about it here because it's the 
military." 

Alma Grocki, a graduate of the second class to include 
women, said she was lucky to avoid the prejudice experienced 
by female peers. Some of them were routinely forced to stand 
and sing embarrassing songs or to read aloud sexist passages 
of writing. 

After dropping off her son for plebe summer on Thursday, 
Grocki spoke proudly about the revolution she helped begin. 
"I think it's a validation of what we've been able to do in the 
fleet," she said of the record number of female plebes. "It's 
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working. If we weren't able to do the jobs, they wouldn't keep 
encouraging more women to apply." 

Grocki grew up around the Navy shipyard in Pearl Harbor 
and was only moderately aware of the resistance to women at 
the academy. "I'm kind of stubborn," she said. "I was not 
going to let someone tell me what not to do because I was a 
girl. I did not realize it was a big, big thing." 

There were amusing aspects; early female midshipmen 
had to wear ill-fitting clothes originally tailored for men. And 
it was hard to feel normal when reporters from Newsweek and 
Time were around, asking for interviews. 

Grocki met her husband, Russ, at the academy. He 
remembered his surprise at hearing catcalls directed toward a 
female midshipmen who had risen to brigade commander. "I 
just remember thinking, 'This is so stupid,'" he said. "Everyone 

in that room had served with women. But it took probably 10 
years to work that out of the system." 

"No, I think it's still there," said his wife, who recruits for 
the academy. 

Her father-in-law, Chet Grocki, graduated from the 
academy in 1958. Admitting women, he said, "was resisted by 
my generation. The mentality was that they had to be teachers 
or secretaries. But it was a good idea. The time had come." 

Alma Grocki became an engineer charged with fixing 
submarines. A few years back, she was stationed with a male 
officer who told her he did not like female officers from the 
academy. After a time, however, he asked if Grocki would 
speak with his daughter about possible admission. 

"I don't have the heart," she recalled him saying, "to tell 
her she can't do something because she's a girl." 
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49. Near The Top After First Round, Hurley Can Handle The Heat 
(WASHINGTON POST 29 JUN 12) ... Thomas Boswell 

By Friday afternoon, temperatures are expected to be 101 
degrees in Bethesda with a heat index of 110 at Congressional 
Country Club for the AT&T National. The weekend should be 
almost as diabolic. If ever a golf tournament becomes a test of 
physical fitness and mental will, this may be it. 

Of the 120 players here, only one man may find this golf-
in-the-Gobi-Desert event an easy task compared with many 
physical and intellectual tests he’s chosen to meet. He is Naval 
Academy graduate, with a degree in quantitative economics 
specializing in game theory, who has spent five years as an 
officer, serving around the world. 

“It was 110 in the shade in the Persian Gulf. That was 
maybe as hot as you’ve ever seen. I’ve definitely dealt with it 
a lot … For whatever reason, I play really well when it’s hot,” 
said Billy Hurley III, 30, a Tour rookie ranked 439th in the 
world, who stands in tied for fifth after shooting a 2-under-par 
69 in Thursday’s first round. 

The “whatever reason” is, of course, the toughness he had 
ground into him in nine years at the Academy and in the fleet. 
It’s a life that’s almost incomprehensible to those who have 
not been exposed to it. Many players on Tour like to drive a 
Taylormade R11. Hurley, who grew up in Leesburg, went to 
Loudoun County High and now lives in Annapolis, is good at 
driving, too. He won awards as his squadron’s best. Try 
keeping a 10,000-ton guided-missile destroyer in the fairway. 
Blink and there goes Pago Pago. 

Yes, Hurley is unique. No military academy grad has ever 
played the pro golf tour before. That five-year service 
commitment can put a permanent crimp in your game roughly 
100 percent of the time — that is, except in the case of the 
blond, 5-foot-10, 170-pound former lieutenant. Since 
childhood, he’s had two dreams: Navy first, golf second. 

At one level, Hurley is a local player who is just a long-
shot pro even though he played on the Walker Cup team in 
’05. He was reduced to being “a recreational golfer” in 2008-
’09 when he was stationed in the middle of the Pacific Ocean. 
“I don’t think anyone else out here has taken a two-year hiatus 
from golf,” Hurley said wryly of a period when he played 
“only five competitive rounds.” 

“The background certainly doesn’t fit [the Tour profile],” 
Hurley added. “Nobody has ever gone to a service academy 
and played out here. There’s probably nobody out here, might 

be a couple of guys, who actually took time off of golf at any 
point in their life.” 

In a narrowly defined golf sense, Hurley is an ultimate 
underdog. The son of a local golf pro (32 years) who was also 
a 20-year policeman, he is on the golf circuit by the skin of his 
teeth. Hurley grabbed the very last spot to get on the PGA 
Tour this season — as the 25th money-winner on the 
Nationwide Tour. And he had to birdie his final hole then wait 
for a friend, Scott Brown, to finish par-par-par just to do that. 

“There was a camera crew following me around the last 
four or five holes. I figured as long as they didn’t leave, I still 
had a chance. I needed to birdie the last to have a chance,” he 
recalled. “Then I had to wait an hour to see how everybody 
finished.” His buddy Brown finished strong to ice it. 

Somehow, somewhere, with only $85,702 in winnings in 
’2012, Hurley has to cash a big check to keep his card. Maybe 
it’s this week. “I hit it well last year. I haven’t hit it as well 
this year, so far. But I am now,” Hurley said. 

Yet in so many other ways, it’s hard to see how Hurley 
doesn’t find a way to complete this golf mission he’s been on 
ever since he was a high school player who no college 
recruited. 

“I remember during Plebe Summer 12 years ago telling 
one of my classmates that I was going to play on the PGA 
Tour. He laughed and was like, ‘Good luck with that,’“ Hurley 
recalled. “I didn’t know if I’d be good enough. Then all of a 
sudden my senior year I took a couple of steps forward and 
became good enough to try.” 

However, he had to wait five years, something he 
relished, hard as it was. “Five years of sleep deprivation,” said 
Hurley, asked to sum up the worst of the Navy life. For him, 
the best has always far outweighed the huge cost. 

“I took a tour of the Academy after my freshman year of 
high school with a retired admiral who was a family friend and 
fell in love with it,” Hurley said. “It was the only place I 
wanted to go, the only place I applied. I just fell in love with 
everything the Naval Academy stood for: honor, courage, 
commitment, traditions, [everything] that embodies the place 
and the Navy.” This was before 9/11, an event that spiked 
applications at the academies. 

It’s unlikely Hurley’s fellow pros have an inkling of 
where most 30-year-olds with his background — in “math and 
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economics merged” — are right now. He reluctantly concedes 
that “Wharton or Harvard,” and eventually Wall Street, is a 
not-unlikely path after five years of service. I’ve lived in 
Annapolis for years and our family has sponsored 
midshipmen, one with a similar academic profile. Here’s my 
semi-educated guess at an exam question for an economics-
quant-game-theorist at Navy: “Three continents are destroyed, 
two in economic ruin. You command Earth’s last nuclear 
submarine. Save the world and stock market simultaneously. 
You have 10 minutes.” 

For now, Hurley would just like to save some pars, finish 
as high as possible and survive a course of which he says, “I 
can’t think of one that was harder.” He can use all the help he 
can get, and he’s gotten some. “There was a lot of military, a 
lot of ‘Beat Armies’ getting thrown around there,” he said, 
grinning. “Somebody said, ‘Go Army.’ We had to correct 
him.” 

In a world of pro athletes where it’s sometimes hard to 
find good example, Hurley may ultimately fail by some 
exalted standard, like future U.S. Open champion. Sometimes 
all those mental tools he has acquired can be a golf burden. 
“It’s very easy to overanalyze in this game,” he says. 

But Hurley’s rank on the money list, or his performance 
the rest of this week, can’t be our only standard, can it? His 
wife, Heather, works with an orphanage in Ecuador. They 
have a biological son, Will, 5, and an adopted son from 
Ethiopia named Jacob, 3. Hurley works with a children’s camp 
in Honduras. And, good works aside, gradually he feels he’s 
gaining on this new alien life as a golf itinerant. “Getting 
comfortable out here,” he says. “I just want to get better — at 
everything. It’s all progress in little increments.” 

That sounds like good game theory. Where does an 
opening 69 at Congressional fit into the picture? “Let’s talk on 
Sunday,” Hurley said, “and we’ll see where it fits.” 

Return to Index 
 

50. Two Distinguised Navy Women Appointed To Defense Advisory Committee 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 28 JUN 12) ... Chief Operations Specialist Jessica Myers, Navy’s Office of Women’s Policy 

ARLINGTON, Va. -- For first time in more than 15 years, 
Navy representatives were selected June 26, to serve on the 
Defense Advisory Committee on Women in the Services 
(DACOWITS) which represents all the military branches to 
the Secretary of Defense. 

DACOWITS was established in 1951 and is composed of 
civilian women and men who are appointed by the Secretary 
of Defense. The committee provides advice and 
recommendations on matters and policies relating to the 
recruitment, retention, treatment, employment, integration, 
and well-being of highly qualified professional women in the 
Armed Forces. 

Rear Adm. Elizabeth M. Morris and Fleet Master Chief 
Jacqueline L. K. DiRosa were among four new Secretary of 
Defense military appointments sworn into DACOWITS this 
week during a special swearing-in ceremony conducted during 
the DACOWITS quarterly meeting. Also sworn in were 
retired Marine Corps Lt. Gen. Frances C. Wilson, and retired 
Army Major Gen. Gale S. Pollock, 

Morris served 33 years in the Navy's active and Reserve 
components. She held various clinical, staff and headquarters 
positions for Navy Medicine including associate chief, Human 
Resources; deputy chief of Reserve Affairs; and deputy 
director, Navy Nurse Corps, Reserve Component. 

"The educational, clinical and operational experiences I 
was afforded during my Navy career provide me the 
opportunity to continue to make great strides in expanding 
opportunities for our servicewomen," noted Morris. 

Fleet Master Chief Jacqueline L. K. DiRosa served 30 
years in the Navy, retiring from active duty in August, 2011. 
She is recognized as a trailblazer in the Navy for achieving 
many organizational "firsts" reaching pinnacle positions never 
before held by a woman. Specifically, she was the first female 
force and fleet master chief, serving as the Bureau of Medicine 
and Surgery (BUMED) force master chief director, Navy 
Hospital Corps in 2002 and as the U.S. Fleet Forces (USFF) 
fleet master chief in 2006. 

"It is a great honor for me to continue to serve our 
military women in this capacity and to be their voice and 
advocate on matters related to their successful service. 
Together we can make a difference!" stated DiRosa. 

Highly qualified candidates are selected to serve as 
DACOWITS committee members on the basis of their 
experience with the military or with women's workforce 
issues. The committee provides an annual report to the 
Secretary of Defense with recommendations based on 
information gathered through installation visits, business 
meetings, relevant reports and survey data, and input from 
individual Service members. 

Historically, DACOWITS has been providing 
recommendations to the Secretary of Defense on women's 
issues since 1951. DACOWITS recommendations have been 
very instrumental in effecting changes to laws and policies 
pertaining to military women. 
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51. Medal Of Honor Denial To Be Reviewed 
(NORTH COUNTY (CA) TIMES 29 JUN 12) ... Mark Walker 

Defense Secretary Leon Panetta is promising a full review 
of the Medal of Honor denial for a San Diego Marine who 
witnesses say swept a grenade to his body to shield fellow 
troops from harm, according to Rep. Duncan Hunter. 

The El Cajon Republican said Thursday he talked with 
Panetta and was assured the case will be reviewed in its 
entirety. 

Hunter said the Pentagon chief told him he will consult 
with Navy Secretary Ray Mabus and others about the case of 
Sgt. Rafael Peralta, who died during house-to-house fighting 
in Iraq in 2005. 

"He promised to talk with the secretary and the Navy 
Review Board," said Hunter, a member of the House Armed 
Services Committee who served tours of duty with the Marine 
Corps in Iraq and Afghanistan before being elected. 
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Peralta had been nominated by the Marine Corps for the 
Medal of Honor, but was ultimately awarded the nation's 
second-highest honor for battlefield bravery by a Marine, the 
Navy Cross. 

That came after a panel established by former Defense 
Secretary Robert Gates said it could not determine whether 
Peralta's act was deliberate. 

The panel reached that conclusion when it decided that a 
bullet wound to the head he suffered moments earlier would 
have made such an act implausible. 

Confounding that finding, however, was the Navy Cross 
citation, which is unequivocal on that point. 

"Without hesitation and with complete disregard for his 
own personal safety, Sergeant Peralta reached out and pulled 
the grenade to his body, absorbing the brunt of the blast and 
shielding fellow Marines only feet away," it reads. 

Hunter said that part of the Peralta story remains the most 
confusing. 

"That verbiage remains the big kicker," Hunter said 
during a telephone conversation. "He either did it and deserves 
the Medal of Honor, or he deserves nothing at all." 

Panetta was equally puzzled by that aspect, according to 
Hunter. 

"He said he finds that the most troubling part of the whole 
case," Hunter said. 

Panetta indicated his review will take at least two weeks, 
the lawmaker said. 

"I have not said previously that I am encouraged," Hunter 
said of the chances of Peralta's award being upgraded. "I am 
encouraged now." 

An independent pathology report disputed the Pentagon 
panel's finding, and a never-released video taken at the scene 
by a Marine Corps cameraman after the grenade explosion 
reportedly shows chest wounds consistent with an explosion 
near that part of Peralta's body. 

Peralta supporters also argue his act was virtually 
identical to that of three other U.S. troops who smothered 
grenades in Iraq and were posthumously awarded the Medal of 
Honor. 

Marines who were with Peralta, a Mexican immigrant, 
have been consistent in stating their belief that his act was 
deliberate. 

Mabus is on record supporting an upgrade to the Medal of 
Honor, and earlier this year the Navy announced it is naming a 
new destroyer the USS Peralta. 

San Diego County's entire congressional delegation, along 
with the state's two U.S. senators, Dianne Feinstein and 
Barbara Boxer, have spoken out in favor of reopening the 
Peralta case. 
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52. Stolen Valor Act: Justices Say Lying Is Protected Speech 
(WASHINGTON POST 29 JUN 12) ... Michael E. Ruane 

The Supreme Court on Thursday struck down a federal 
law that made it a crime to falsely claim being awarded a top 
military honor, saying the law smacked of an Orwellian Truth 
Ministry and threatened free speech. 

The court invalidated the Stolen Valor Act, under which a 
California man, Xavier Alvarez, 54, was convicted for 
claiming falsely in 2007 that he had been awarded the Medal 
of Honor, the nation’s highest award for valor. 

But Alvarez’s attorneys convinced a lower court that his 
untruths were protected by the First Amendment’s guarantee 
of free speech. And Thursday, the Supreme Court agreed in a 
6 to 3 decision. 

“Lying was his habit,” Justice Anthony M. Kennedy 
wrote of Alvarez. He “lied when he said that he played hockey 
for the Detroit Red Wings and that he once married a starlet 
from Mexico.” 

And he lied “in announcing he held the … Medal of 
Honor,” Kennedy wrote. “None of this was true. For all the 
record shows … [the] statements were but a pathetic attempt 
to gain respect that eluded him.” 

But they are not illegal, he concluded. 
“Fundamental constitutional principles require that laws 

enacted to honor the brave must be consistent with the 
precepts of the Constitution for which they fought,” Kennedy 
wrote in an 18-page opinion that was joined by Chief Justice 
John G. Roberts Jr. and justices Ruth Bader Ginsburg and 
Sonia Sotomayor. 

Justice Stephen G. Breyer wrote a concurring opinion, in 
which Justice Elena Kagan joined. 

But in a dissenting opinion, Justice Samuel A. Alito Jr. 
wrote: “Only the bravest of the brave are awarded the … 
Medal of Honor, but the Court today holds that every 

American has a constitutional right to claim to have received 
this singular award.” 

He was joined by Justices Antonin Scalia and Clarence 
Thomas. 

Veterans groups also were dismayed. 
“Public humiliation is now the most effective tool to 

expose the delusional Walter Mittys of American Society,” 
Jan C. Scruggs, founder of the Vietnam Veterans Memorial 
Fund, which built the Vietnam Wall, said in an e-mail, 
“Military recruiters are happy to welcome those desiring to be 
valorous in combat into the Armed Forces.” 

The Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States “is 
greatly disappointed,” the organization’s commander in chief, 
Richard L. Denoyer, said in a statement. “Despite the ruling, 
the VFW will continue to challenge far-fetched stories, and to 
publicize these false heroes to the broadest extent possible as a 
deterrent to others.” 

Harold A. Fritz, president of the South Carolina-based 
Congressional Medal of Honor Society and a recipient of the 
medal during the Vietnam War, said: “It’s more than just a 
piece of metal suspended on a piece of cloth on a pin… And 
people who abuse that… need to be penalized.” 

“I’m certainly not saying we should be the policeman for 
every lie that takes place,” he said. 

But this was Kennedy’s concern. 
He worried that the law, if upheld, would let the 

government start “a list of subjects about which false 
statements are punishable.” 

“Our constitutional tradition stands against the idea that 
we need Oceania’s Ministry of Truth,” he wrote, referring to 
the agency of propaganda in George Orwell’s 1949 novel 
“Nineteen Eighty-Four.” 
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Jonathan D. Libby, the Los Angeles-based federal public 
defender who argued the case before the court on behalf of 
Alvarez, said in a telephone interview: “We’ve never said that 
people shouldn’t be upset about these things. Lying is wrong, 
and lying about military honors is wrong. Mr. Alvarez has 
admitted as such. But what the court said today was it’s not 
illegal.” 

“The First Amendment protects a lot of what we as 
Americans get to say,” he said. “The government doesn’t get 
to decide what we can and cannot say.” 

The case generated huge interest and divided First 
Amendment advocates, including the news media, and 
veterans groups, who saw the act as a necessary weapon to 
discourage what appears to be a boomlet of self-aggrandizers. 

According to a brief filed by the VFWars and two dozen 
veterans groups, “Pretenders have included a U.S. Attorney, 
member of Congress, ambassador, judge, Pulitzer Prize-
winning historian and bestselling author, manager of a Major 
League Baseball team, Navy captain, police chief, top 
executive at a world-famous research laboratory, director of 
state veterans programs, university administrator, pastor, 

candidate for countywide office, mayor, physician, and more 
than one police officer.” 

Fritz, of the Medal of Honor society, said many of the 
“charlatans” have used bogus medals and award citations to 
bolster their claims, and thus are seldom second-guessed. 

“There needs to be a penalty for this type of ruse,” he 
said. “And we’re not stopping. We’ll continue to look at other 
ways of attacking this so that we might be able to get some 
more teeth in the dragon’s mouth.” 

The Supreme Court in recent years has been protective of 
speech rights in several high-profile cases. The court struck 
down a broadly written law on depicting animal cruelty, 
upheld the rights of a controversial group that demonstrates at 
military funerals and blocked a California law that attempted 
to outlaw the sale of violent video games to minors. 

The Reporters Committee for Freedom of the Press and 
23 news organizations, including The Washington Post, filed a 
brief supporting Alvarez, arguing that upholding the law 
would reverse “the basic presumption against official 
oversight of expression.” 

Veterans groups, on the other hand, said falsely claiming 
the honors was theft. 
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53. Navy Plan To Fire Dust Clouds At Space Junk Would Take 10 Years 
(TPM IDEA LAB 28 JUN 12) ... Carl Franzen 

In order to clean the area of space just outside Earth, 
scientists may have to make it a whole lot messier first. 

The U.S. Naval Research Laboratory recently announced 
a bold, almost counterintuitive plan to bring down the 
hundreds of thousands of pieces of space junk currently 
orbiting the Earth — made up of dead satellites, leftover 
equipment, and tiny meteorites — by launching rockets 
carrying clouds of dust particles into orbit. 

A certain amount of metallic dust — enough to cover 18 
to 31 miles — released in a strategic polar orbit, would 
produce increased drag on the space junk and cause it to fall 
back into Earth’s atmosphere, where it would harmlessly burn-
up, according to the scientists who devised the plan. 

The dust, too, would eventually plummet toward the 
planet and burn up, but the entire process could take 10 to 25 
years for all of the debris and dust to be destroyed. 

“In principle, all the small untrackable debris may be 
targeted and removed,” said Gurudas Ganguli, the NRL space 
scientist who led the team that devised the method, in an email 
to TPM. “But cost/benefit analysis will have to be performed 
to decide what fraction of the debris needs to be removed in 
order to make the remaining risk acceptable.” 

Indeed, in two scientific papers provided to TPM, Ganguli 
and his researchers acknowledge the risks that would 
accompany such an unorthodox method of space junk 
removal, including potential damage to operational satellites 
and spacecraft also in orbit. 

“Some fraction of the dust may escape the layer and 
disperse in space,” one paper notes, “Solar arrays could also 
be degraded by dust impacts, but that effect can be mitigated 
by thicker cover glass.” 

The researchers also propose having at-risk spacecraft be 
moved out of the way of the cloud before it is dispersed. 

“No dust will be left on orbit permanently,” Ganguli 
pointed out to TPM. 

Ganguli’s team is so optimistic that the their dust-to-dust 
method is workable that they have already filed a patent for it. 
Ganguli also told TPM it could be begun quickly using 
today’s technology, with the dust clouds being launched in “4 
to 5 years after some more research and ground testing,” as he 
put in an email. 

As for the actual cost of the method, Ganguli and his 
colleagues haven’t put a number one it, but they point out that 
it would almost certainly be much less and drastically more 
effective at removing orbital debris than other currently 
proposed methods, such as a Swiss plan to launch “janitor 
satellites” to individually pick up pieces of space junk and de-
orbit them, or a Pentagon research plan to actually re-animate 
select pieces of dead spacecraft, turning them into radio 
transmitters. 

Further, the plan could target individual pieces of space 
junk and release smaller clouds of dust as well. 

“No exotic technology, station keeping, or on-orbit 
maintenance, are required, Ganguli noted to TPM. “It is a low-
tech approach exploiting gravity and utilizing the natural orbit 
decay process by artificially and temporarily enhancing it.” 

Still, whether or not NRL’s plan actually gets put into 
effect, it’s becoming increasingly urgent for space scientists, 
or someone, to address the escalating amount of orbital debris. 
A 2011 research report found that the level of debris in orbit 
may have actually reached a “tipping point” and could soon 
lead to the Kessler effect, a theory named for the scientist who 
first proposed it back in the 1970s, which states that space 
could eventually become too dangerous to venture into if 
space junk got so dense it produced a series of cascading, 
virtually endless series of collisions. 

Two years before that report, in 2009, an American 
telecommunications satellite collided with a Russian one, 
destroying both and sending debris flying toward the 
International Space Station. Although no subsequent damage 
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ensued, spacefaring nations hope to avoid a repeat of such an event. 
Return to Index 
 
 

OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
54. Replacing Old Military Aircraft With Modified Jetliners Could Save $100 Billion 
(FORBES 28 JUN 12) ... Loren Thompson 

As the U.S. military gradually extricates itself from 
overseas conflicts, the inevitability of shrinking budgets has 
begun to dominate Pentagon deliberations. Whether or not 
sequestration of funds is triggered in January as currently 
mandated by law, it seems clear the only thing that can save 
the joint force from big budget reductions is new threats. With 
no such threats on the horizon, military planners are debating 
which defense capabilities the nation can do without. 

This is not necessarily a bad thing. The Department of 
Defense wastes huge amounts of money on outdated business 
practices, excessive employee benefits, and weapons programs 
that never fully deliver on promises. Reducing budgets could 
force the Pentagon to eliminate some of this waste. However, 
the tendency when reductions come is to cut technology first 
because that produces the least political fallout. This has the 
paradoxical effect of foreclosing some of the biggest 
opportunities for saving money. 

A case in point is the Air Force’s aging fleet of about six 
dozen surveillance and intelligence-gathering planes. The 
planes typically carry radars that can track airborne and 
surface targets, or they have sensitive listening devices for 
monitoring hostile transmissions. You’ve probably heard of 
the E-3 Airborne Warning and Control System aircraft, better 
known as AWACS, that uses a rotating radar to track enemy 
planes and coordinate air campaigns. AWACS is a big part of 
the reason why no U.S. soldier has been killed by hostile 
aircraft since the Korean War. 

But like the other planes in the electronic fleet, AWACS 
is getting old. The 31 AWACS planes the Air Force currently 
operates average 35 years of age. The 16 Joint Surveillance 
and Target Attack Radar System (JSTARS) planes that track 
ground vehicles such as tanks average 45 years of age. And 
the 17 Rivet Joint eavesdropping planes — the phrase doesn’t 
mean anything — average nearly 50 years of age. Other 
aircraft in the fleet are of similar vintage. 

Old aircraft are expensive to maintain. Airframes suffer 
from age-related maladies like metal fatigue and corrosion. 
Spare parts are hard to find, and expensive when you do find 
them. Engines are notorious fuel guzzlers. Software and 
cockpit displays sometimes are decades out of date. So even 
though the U.S. Air Force still leads the world in airborne 
reconnaissance, much of its electronic fleet is ready for 
delivery to the Smithsonian Institution’s aerospace annex. 

The Air Force saw this problem coming a long time ago, 
and had a plan to replace most of the planes with a new multi-
mission electronic aircraft. But visionaries around Secretary of 
Defense Donald Rumsfeld killed the plan because they 
thought tracking of airborne and surface targets should be 
done in the future from space. By the time engineers 
determined how impossibly difficult and expensive that would 
be, the next-generation aircraft was long gone. As a result, the 
Air Force today has no real plan for replacing a vital part of its 
fleet. 

The current budget environment discourages Air Force 
leaders from even developing such a plan, for fear the money 
might come out of programs to replace Cold War fighters and 
bombers.  However, with a little bit of imagination the service 
could begin replacing its radar planes and other aging airborne 
sensors for no more than what it already plans to expend on 
sustaining the existing, decrepit fleet. The solution is to forego 
developing new military aircraft and simply modify 
commercial airliners to do the missions. 

This is not an original idea. When AWACS was first 
proposed in the 1960s, Boeing wanted to design a new aircraft 
for the mission. But tests showed its existing 707 airliners, 
already being used in modified form by the Air Force as 
aerial-refueling tankers, could do the job just fine. So that’s 
the plane that was adapted to the AWACS mission, and a 
variety of other electronic missions that followed. 

At the time, using the four-engine 707 looked like the 
low-cost solution. Today, it looks different because the 
technology employed in the first-generation commercial 
transport has become so dated. But the economies of scale 
associated with operating the same airframe in a variety of 
configurations still are compelling. The Air Force just needs to 
find the right jetliner as a replacement — meaning a plane 
with the optimum combination of carrying capacity, fuel 
efficiency and easy maintainability. 

It turns out that the Navy has already found that plane, 
and it’s the Boeing 737 — the most widely used single-aisle 
commercial transport in the world. The sea service selected 
the 737 as its next-generation maritime surveillance plane 
some years ago, and has now begun taking deliveries of what 
it designates the P-8 Poseidon. Eventually it will buy 117 of 
the planes, a far smaller number than its previous inventory of 
submarine-chasing patrol planes because the new aircraft is so 
much more efficient. Navy officials say the program has 
progressed well, and will yield big gains in life-cycle costs. 

One thing they don’t say (at least not very often) is that 
the new plane is designed for also tracking moving ground 
targets ashore. That’s a vital requirement for the Marine 
Corps, so the P-8 will include an advanced radar that can track 
and photograph any kind of surface target. Onboard 
processors, displays and datalinks enable the plane to pass 
tactical information to other friendly forces quickly — just 
like the Air Force’s aging JSTARS plane can do. 

With the Air Force trying to avoid spending money on the 
aging JSTARS while still meeting its reconnaissance 
responsibilities to the joint force, you’d think it might want to 
leverage the Navy’s $6 billion investment in Poseidon. Well, 
no such luck: it recently ran an analysis that concluded the 
replacement for JSTARS should be a modified business jet — 
although Air Force leaders acknowledge they have no money 
to pursue such a solution for the foreseeable future. They also 
haven’t shown much interest in a 737-based solution for the 
AWACS mission called Wedgetail that Australia developed, 
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even though that plane has now been embraced by Saudi 
Arabia and South Korea. 

Eventually, though, the service will have to face up to the 
reality of its budget circumstances. It can’t afford to develop 
replacements for its sensor aircraft in the traditional way — by 
funding the design of new aircraft — because all its 
development money is tied up acquiring new bombers, 
fighters and tankers. On the other hand, it can’t keep deferring 
the replacement of essential electronic capabilities hosted on 
airframes that most airlines retired decades ago. Eventually, 
the planes will start falling out of the sky. The only practical 
solution to its needs is to leverage investments already made 
by the Navy and buy a fleet a modified 737s for all its 
electronic missions. 

The reason that solution works is because it can be funded 
for the same amount of money the Air Force is already 
programming to keep its inefficient fleet of Cold War sensor 
aircraft flying. Using new commercial transports to replace 
aging assets would cost so much less money for fuel, 
maintenance, crews and every other facet of life-cycle support 
that savings would average $3 billion or more annually once 
the Cold War fleet was fully replaced — a cumulative savings 
of $100 billion across the lifetime of the new planes. 

Obviously, there many intricacies to this approach that 
would have to be rigorously analyzed. However, it should be 
clear even to casual observers that modern commercial jets 
with two engines are much cheaper to sustain than ancient jets 
long out of production with four engines. The Navy’s P-8 
Poseidon will have 80 percent commonality with commercial 
versions of the 737, meaning the sea service can tap into a 
global parts and maintenance system to keep the plane flying 
at low cost. The higher availability and productivity of the 737 
will also allow the service to achieve its mission objectives 
with a smaller fleet of aircraft. 

There’s no reason why the Air Force can’t take advantage 
of the same efficiencies. If it did, then additional opportunities 
for savings might arise from pooling maintenance capabilities 
with the Navy. But the most important thing to recognize is 
that the Air Force currently has no real plan for replacing 
aging aircraft that are likely to prove crucial in future military 
campaigns. If the service is to meet its responsibilities within 
prevailing budget constraints, it needs to think more creatively 
about how to modernize the electronic fleet. Any such 
exercise will lead to the same conclusion the Navy has already 
reached: modifying commercial jetliners is the most cost-
effective way of modernizing the fleet. 
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55. The Navy Might Steal The OpSail Show 
(NEW LONDON DAY 29 JUN 12) ... David Collins 

Surely the star of OpSail 2012 in New London is going to 
be the Cisne Branco, a magnificent sailing tall ship, the pride 
of the Brazilian navy. 

But the USS Carter Hall, a 610-foot Navy dock ship, 
which can land Marines by the hundreds aboard cool 
hovercraft, is poised to steal the show. 

The Carter Hall will do a little razzle dazzle the night 
before Saturday's Parade of Sail into New London, landing its 
captain at a Niantic beach in a big Hummer, which will then 
drive to ceremonies welcoming the crew members from all the 
OpSail ships. 

That's something the Eagle and the Cisne Branco, as 
majestic as they may be, can't pull off, dispatching a 
hovercraft or fielding a helicopter. 

After the Saturday morning parade, the Carter Hall will be 
moored at State Pier, where, from a distance, it will be a 
powerful backdrop to the city's skyline. 

The Carter Hall is not as big as the 1,000-foot long cruise 
ship Explorer of the Seas, which turned a lot of heads in 2007 
when it first squeezed into New London Harbor and tied up at 
State Pier. 

The Explorer of the Seas, one of the world's tallest ships, 
made some subsequent stops in the city, and each time it 
created a spectacle. 

I complained in a column back in April about a Navy 
admiral, one chairing the War of 1812 celebrations, when he 
said that New London's OpSail this year would fall low on a 
priority list of ports to send Navy ships to. 

"You get a bigger bang for the buck in New York or in 
Boston than you would in New London," the retired admiral 
said. 

Fortunately, wiser heads prevailed. I'd like to think 
Connecticut's congressional delegation helped bring a big ship 
to this famous Navy port. 

In any case, New London's OpSail is getting a generous 
Navy contingent, including the show-stopping Carter Hall. 

The Carter Hall is big enough to have its own web site, 
www.carter-hall.navy.mil/. The ship has 22 officers, 25 chief 
petty officers, 302 enlisted men and can transport up to 500 
Marines. 

The captain, Cmdr. Damon K. Amaral, is a native of 
Coventry, R.I. 

The ship, before it arrives in Niantic, will be killing some 
time in Bristol, R.I. The ship will be open to visitors there July 
3-5, and people who want to go aboard can take a 30-minute 
boat ride to where it will be at anchor. 

The boats to the Carter Hall will start running at 12:30 
each day from the Bristol Coast Guard Station and leave every 
half hour until 4 p.m. 

The boat rides sound like fun. But in New London you'll 
be able to just walk up the gangway. 

I expect when people see the Carter Hall towering over 
the other entries in New London's Parade of Sail, the lines at 
State Pier will be long. 

The Carter Hall is not especially pretty. There will be a lot 
of that at OpSail, anyway. But it's impressive. 
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This Week in the War of 1812: 
On May 3, 1813, Rear Adm. George Cockburn of the Royal Navy sent a small fleet of ships to attack Havre 
de Grace, Maryland. Havre de Grace was a well established town with a militia numbering more than 100, 
however only 40 were present on the day of Cockburn's attack. The British fired from their boats and sent 
marines ashore to outflank the Americans. When he faced resistance on land from residences, Cockburn 
ordered that all the houses be burned. For more information on the War of 1812, visit 
hhttttpp::////wwwwww..oouurrffllaaggwwaassssttiilllltthheerree..oorrgg// 
 
TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Naval Cooperation 
(AMMAN TIMES (JORDAN) 30 APR 12) 

His Majesty King Abdullah II received today US Navy Secretary Ray Mabus and discussed scopes of cooperation as well as the 
latest regional developments. 

 
2. What Makes A Warship? 
Undersecretary weighs in on how new and old vessels will count toward the future fleet 
(NAVY TIMES 07 MAY 12) ... Christopher Cavas 

Submarines, aircraft carriers, cruisers and destroyers have always been counted as part of the Navy's battle force — vessels 
defined by the service as ships "capable of contributing to combat operations ... or ships that contribute directly to Navy war fighting 
or support missions." Service ships such as oilers or fleet tenders belong in other categories, such as the support force, while other 
cargo carrying ships could be assigned to the sealift force. 

 
3. Watch Pensacola #SAAM Event LIVE 
(NAVY LIVE BLOG 27 APR 12) 

“The end of April does not mark the end of our effort to raise sexual assault awareness. We must build upon the momentum we 
have generated this month and move forward together, as one team, to develop a resilient and ready force that is intolerant of sexual 
assault.” 

 
4. #SAAM: Reagan Commander Encourages Crew To Embrace The 21st Century Standard 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 28 APR 12) ... Ensign David Carter, USS Ronald Reagan Public Affairs 

BREMERTON, Wash. -- On board USS Ronald Reagan (CVN 76), more than 2,500 Sailors are learning that sexual assault 
prevention is just one of the many components that make up a successful Sailor. 

 
5. #SAAM: NAF Misawa Conducts Sexual Assault Awareness Stand Down 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 27 APR 12) ... Senior Chief Mass Communication Specialist Daniel Sanford, Naval Air Facility Misawa 
Public Affairs 

MISAWA, Japan -- Naval Air Facility Misawa conducted a Sexual Assault Awareness Stand Down for all Navy Misawa 
personnel April 27. 

 
6. #SAAM: Recruits Afforded Constant C.A.R.E., Training On Sexual Assault Awareness 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 27 APR 12) ... Scott A. Thornbloom, Naval Service Training Command Public Affairs 

GREAT LAKES, Ill. -- During Sexual Assault Awareness Month (SAAM), and as an ongoing evolution throughout the year, 
recruits at the Navy's only boot camp, Recruit Training Command (RTC), receive regular Sexual Assault Prevention and Response 
(SAPR) training during their eight-week stay. 
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7. #SAAM: Fleet Intelligence Training Center Recognizes Sexual Assault Awareness Month 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 28 APR 12) ... Lt. Scott Cunningham, Fleet Intelligence Training Center Public Affairs 

SAN DIEGO -- In light of the directive set forth in a Navy specific administrative message (NAVADMIN), the Fleet Intelligence 
Training Center (FITC) based in San Diego is doing its part to provide training to a wide swath of the Navy's Information Dominance 
community on sexual assault awareness and prevention. 

 
8. #SAAM: USS Blue Ridge Raises Sexual Assault Awareness 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 28 APR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist Seaman Kelby Sanders, USS Blue Ridge Public Affairs 

USS BLUE RIDGE, At Sea -- The USS Blue Ridge (LCC 19) Sexual Assault Prevention and Response program is training 
Sailors to deal with sexual assault throughout the month of April in support of Sexual Assault Awareness Month. 

 
9. #SAAM: "We Will Not Tolerate Sexual Assault," Says NMCB-11 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 29 APR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Jonathan Carmichael, NMCB-11 Public Affairs 

HELMAND PROVINCE, Afghanistan – Sailors assigned to Naval Mobile Construction Battalion (NMCB) 11 heightened 
awareness of sexual assault in the Navy with a day filled with entertaining, athletic, team building, and informative activities on Camp 
Krutke, Camp Leatherneck, April 28. The events signified the final week of Sexual Assault Awareness Month (SAAM) with the 
theme of “We will not tolerate sexual assault.” 

 

CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
10. USS Independence Concludes First Foreign Port Visit 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 28 APR 12) ... USS Independence Public Affairs 

USS INDEPENDENCE, At Sea -- The littoral combat ship USS Independence (LCS 2) departed Manzanillo, Mexico, April 28, 
concluding the ship's first foreign port visit since its commissioning. 

 
11. USS Gunston Hall Departs Albania With Lasting Impressions 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 29 APR 12) ... Mass Communications Specialist 3rd Class Jonathan Sunderman, Amphibious Squadron 8 
Public Affairs 

DURESS, Albania -- USS Gunston Hall (LSD 44) departed the Republic of Albania, April 27, after a scheduled port visit where 
the crew participated in numerous events including a reception and a community relations (COMREL) project. 

 
12. NMCB 133 Bridge Detail Builds Confidence, Knowledge During Command Post Exercise 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 28 APR 12) ... Lt. j.g. Alberto Crespo, NMCB 133 Public Affairs 

GULFPORT, Miss. -- Naval Mobile Construction Battalion (NMCB) 133's Bridge Detail (Bridge Det) participated in its third 
command post exercise (CPX) April 23 - 27 to get ready for the battalion's upcoming field training exercise (FTX) and deployment. 

 
13. U.S. Navy Lacks Ability To Operate In Arctic, Games Reveal 
It's short on everything from bases and ships to clothing, communications. 
(KODIAK (AK) DAILY MIRROR 28 APR 12) ... Nicole Klauss 

KODIAK -- In six oceans, the U.S. Navy is considered the master. In the seventh, the Arctic Ocean, it will rely on others. 
 

14. Navy Officials: Pilot Error Caused August Crash Near Corpus Christi 
(CORPUS CHRISTI CALLER TIMES 27 APR 12) ... Mark Collette 

CORPUS CHRISTI — A Navy training plane crash in the Gulf of Mexico in August was caused by pilot error, a Navy 
investigation determined. 

 

GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
15. U.S. Looks To South America To Help In Pacific 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 28 APR 12) ... Lolita C. Baldor 

ABOARD A U.S. MILITARY AIRCRAFT — In these days of shrinking U.S. defense budgets, the Obama administration is 
looking to South America to help monitor and protect the Asia-Pacific region in the years ahead. 

 
16. Japan Leader In U.S. Visit To Pledge Security Efforts 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 30 APR 12) ... Yuka Hayashi 

TOKYO—Japan's prime minister takes to the White House Monday a pledge to expand Tokyo's role in regional security, a 
significant shift for a country whose pacifist constitution has limited its military activities outside its borders for more than 60 years. 
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17. Delicate Talks On Chinese Activist 
Awkward timing for U.S. diplomacy; Protection of dissident complicates Clinton trip 
(WASHINGTON POST 29 APR 12) ... Keith B. Richburg and Steven Mufson 

BEIJING — Local and overseas activists said Saturday that the U.S. and Chinese governments were locked in delicate diplomatic 
negotiations over the fate of Chen Guangcheng, the blind lawyer who fled from house arrest last Sunday and is thought to be in 
Beijing under U.S. protection. 

 
18. Joint Naval Drill 'Complete Success' 
Chinese, Russian military officials show enthusiasm for closer ties 
(CHINA DAILY 28 APR 12) ... Zhao Shengnan and Cui Haipei 

Chinese and Russian navies announced the conclusion of a six-day joint naval exercise on Friday, with Russian warships 
departing from a naval base in Qingdao, Shandong province. 

 
19. Philippines Role May Expand As U.S. Adjusts Asia Strategy 
(NEW YORK TIMES 30 APR 12) ... Floyd Whaley 

FORT MAGSAYSAY, the Philippines — The squad from the United States Army’s 196th Infantry Brigade was moving quietly 
through the hills of Luzon Island when the staccato bursts of machine gun fire sent them into action. 

 
20. DFA Chief To Seek U.S. 'Reaffirmation' 
(PHILIPPINE STAR 29 APR 12) 

MANILA, Philippines - As China continued to display its aggressive stance in Panatag (Scarborough) Shoal, Foreign Affairs 
Secretary Albert del Rosario said yesterday he would seek “reaffirmation” from the United States on its commitment to come to the 
country’s aid if shots are fired and the Philippines’ sovereignty is threatened. 

 
21. Terrorism A Many-Headed Beast 
The death of Osama bin Laden is thought to be only a setback for al-Qaida, whose influence grows among 
international terrorists. 
(MCCLATCHY NEWSPAPERS 30 APR 12) ... Matthew Schofield 

WASHINGTON — A year ago, U.S. Navy SEALs slipped into a heavily fortified compound in Pakistan and killed the face of 
international terrorism. There is a growing fear, however, that Osama bin Laden’s death didn’t even seriously wound the international 
terror threat. 

 
22. Lebanon Stops Ship With Syria-Bound Weapons 
Vessel originally from Libya, loaded with arms reportedly destined for Syrian opposition, is stopped by 
Lebanese navy. 
(AL JAZEERA 28 APR 12) 

The Lebanese navy has reportedly intercepted a ship loaded with three containers of weapons destined for Syrian opposition 
forces. 

 
23. Experts Believe Iran Conflict Is Less Likely 
(NEW YORK TIMES 30 APR 12) ... James Risen 

WASHINGTON — After a winter of alarm over the possibility that a military conflict over the Iranian nuclear program might be 
imminent, American officials and outside analysts now believe that the chances of war in the near future have significantly decreased. 

 
24. India Test-Flies Naval Version Of Light Combat Aircraft 
(ECONOMIC TIMES (INDIA) 27 APR 12) 

BANGALORE: India on Friday conducted the maiden flight of the naval version of its Light Combat Aircraft (LCA) over this 
tech hub under a partially cloudy sky. 

 
25. Somali Pirates Change Tactics To Evade Navy Heat 
(REUTERS 27 APR 12) ... Jonathan Saul 

LONDON - Somali pirates are switching back to using smaller cargo and fishing boats as motherships, hoping to evade detection 
as maritime security is stepped up to foil their attacks on merchant vessels, industry and navy sources say. 
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26. Russia Forms Anti-Piracy Task Force 
(RIA NOVOSTI 28 APR 12) 

MURMANSK -- Russia has formed an anti-piracy naval task force in the Mediterranean, the Northern Fleet press service said on 
Saturday. 

 

PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
27. Sailor Killed In Afghanistan Was Eau Claire High School Grad 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 29 APR 12) 

EAU CLAIRE — A U.S. Navy lieutenant who was killed in Afghanistan is being remembered in the Wisconsin city where he 
attended high school as a well-rounded student and passionate soccer player. 

 
28. Team Navy/Coast Guard Welcomes New Athletes To 2012 Warrior Games 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 27 APR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Katherine Hofman, Chief of Naval Personnel Public 
Affairs 

Colorado Springs, Colo. -- Team Navy/Coast Guard welcomed 17 rookie athletes to the 2012 Warrior Games to be held May 1-5. 
 

29. 200-Plus Disabled Military Await Another Fight At Warrior Games 
(COLORADO SPRINGS GAZETTE 28 APR 12) ... Brian Gomez 

The First Lady is coming to Colorado Springs. So are the British. With loads of bragging rights on the line, they'll be joined by 
disabled military for the Warrior Games. 

 
30. TRICARE Increases Opposed 
(NEWPORT NEWS DAILY PRESS 30 APR 12) ... Tom Philpott 

The House Armed Services subcommittee on military personnel has declined to give the Obama administration new authority it 
sought to phase in higher TRICARE fees on military retirees over the next four years and to peg future TRICARE fee hikes to medical 
inflation nationwide. 

 
31. Vets Navigate Tough New Terrain - The Job Market 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 28 APR 12) ... Sharon Cohen 

CHICAGO — Matthew Saldana proved himself in a world where stress, danger and life-and-death decisions were routine. He 
served one tour in Iraq and a second in Afghanistan. But the Army veteran is having a harder time back home navigating a calmer but 
uncertain terrain — the job market. 

 
32. Naval Base Kitsap Holds Women's Symposium 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 27 APR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Scott A. McCall, Navy Public Affairs Support 
Element West, Det. Northwest Public Affairs 

BREMERTON, Wash. -- More than 100 Sailors from commands around Navy Region Northwest attended the third annual 
Women's Symposium Mentorship Program on Naval Base Kitsap (NBK), April 26. 

 
33. Hawaii Navy Career Counselors Host Training 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 27 APR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Mark Logico, Commander Navy Region Hawaii 
Public Affairs 

JOINT BASE PEARL HARBOR-HICKAM -- The Hawaii Chapter of the Navy Career Counselor Association and Navy Region 
Hawaii hosted monthly training for all area and visiting career counselors at the Sharkey theater on Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam, 
April 25. 

 
34. NAS Whidbey Island Honors Individual Augmentees 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 27 APR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Nardel Gervacio, Navy Public Affairs Support 
Element West, Det. Whidbey Island Public Affairs 

OAK HARBOR, Wash. -- Naval Air Station (NAS) Whidbey Island honored and recognized the contributions of its individual 
augmentee (IA) Sailors at an IA appreciation event held at the Chief Petty Officers' Club, April 26. 

 
35. Testimony Ends In Academy Assault Case 
(NAVY TIMES 28 APR 12) ... Sam Fellman 

After nine hours of deliberations Friday, a court-martial panel convicted a Naval Academy senior for wrongful sexual contact 
with his classmate in a 2010 encounter but found him not guilty of rape. Sentencing for Midshipman 1st Class Matthew Cook is set for 
next week, academy spokesman Cmdr. William Marks said in an email late Friday night in releasing the verdict. 
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FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
36. Defense Bill In For Smoother Ride This Year 
(THE HILL 29 APR 12) ... Jeremy Herb 

The partisan battles that nearly derailed two Defense authorization bills appear to have subsided as lawmakers get down to work 
on this year’s version. 

 
37. House Panel Backs DoD On Joint Strike Fighter 
(DEFENSE DAILY 30 APR 12) ... Emelie Rutherford 

A House panel is largely supporting the Pentagon's proposal for the F-35 Joint Strike Fighter program, which the military already 
has called for slowing to allow for more-complete testing. 

 
38. U.S. House Aims To Reverse Defense Cuts 
(DEFENSE NEWS 28 APR 12) ... Kate Brannen 

Nine months ago, the U.S. House Armed Services Committee chairman was faced with a difficult decision: Vote for an imperfect 
bill that carries potential risks to the Defense Department or let the U.S. default on its debts for the first time in history, possibly 
sending global markets into a downward spiral. 

 
39. House Approves Cyber Intelligence Sharing Act, Other Bills 
(DEFENSE DAILY 30 APR 12) ... Calvin Biesecker 

The House on Thursday evening approved a bill that requires elements of the intelligence community to share information about 
cyber security threats with certified entities in the private sector, opening the door to what proponents of the bill hope will be 
improved information sharing between the private sector and the intelligence community on cyber threats. 

 
40. Energy-Tracking Display Will Go Fleetwide In '17 
(NAVY TIMES 07 MAY 12) ... Andy Medici 

The destroyer Kidd has a new weapon in the Navy's battle to reduce fuel use — a dashboard that displays energy use in real time. 
 

41. Testing Complete, New Missile Defense Technology To Be Loaded On Navy Ships 
(STARS AND STRIPES 29 APR 12) ... Matthew M. Burke 

SASEBO NAVAL BASE, Japan — The U.S. Navy has finished testing the next generation of its Aegis ballistic missile defense 
system and given the green light to put it on at least nine cruisers and destroyers by 2015, officials said. 

 
42. USS North Dakota Set To Be Completed In 2014 
Sub commander to speak here on Tuesday 
(FARGO INFOURUM 29 APR 12) ... Helmut Schmidt 

FARGO – The executive officer for the USS North Dakota, one of the Navy’s newest nuclear attack submarines, will be in Fargo 
on Tuesday and Wednesday to talk about its construction. 

 
43. What Says San Diego For A Navy Ship? 
With competition fierce, new amphibious vessel gathering memorabilia 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 28 APR 12) ... Jeanette Steele 

The people of San Diego face a challenge to their civic pride. 
 

44. NASSCO-Built Spy Vessel Is On The Auction Block 
Underwater barge part of CIA mission to retrieve Soviet sub sunk in 1968 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 28 APR 12) ... Gary Robbins 

One of the most unusual ships ever built at General Dynamics NASSCO will be auctioned off by the federal government, which 
has no use for a huge barge that helped to secretly recover pieces of a Soviet submarine that sank during the Cold War. 

 
45. Navy To Transfer USS Iowa To Local Nonprofit Group Monday 
(TORRANCE (CA) DAILY BREEZE 29 APR 12) ... Donna Littlejohn 

SAN PEDRO - Navy officially transfers USS Iowa to South Bay nonprofit on Monday 
 

BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
46. WASP Sailors Visit Students At Florida Magnate School 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 27 APR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Gretchen M. Albrecht, USS Wasp Public Affairs 

PORT EVERGLADES, Fla. -- Eleven Sailors and one Marine assigned to the amphibious assault ship USS Wasp (LHD 1) visited 
Apollo Middle School April 26 to give students perspective on Navy life during Fleet Week Port Everglades. 
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47. Wasp Crewmembers Volunteer At Florida Children's Hospital During Fleet Week 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 28 APR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Gretchen Albrecht, USS Wasp Public Affairs 

PORT EVERGLADES, Fla. -- Sailors and a Marine assigned to the amphibious assault ship USS Wasp (LHD 1) visited the Chris 
Evert Children's Hospital in Broward County, Fla., April 27 to help lift the spirits of the hospital's children, parents and staff during 
Navy Week Port Everglades. 

 
48. Culinary Specialists Go To Battlestations In Fleet Week Galley Wars 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 29 APR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Greg Johnson, Commander, Navy Region 
Southeast Public Affairs 

FORT LAUDERDALE, Fla. -- More than 30 culinary specialists assigned to ships participating in Fleet Week Port Everglades 
2012 competed in Galley Wars April 28 at Hugh's Culinary in Oakland Park, Fla. 

 
49. Naval Support Activity Base Hosts Adult Special Olympics 
(CUMBERLAND COUNTY (PA) SENTINEL 28 APR 12) ... Joseph Cress 

This is not a story about an athlete following in the footsteps of an older sibling, but of sisters walking side-by-side in a triumph 
of the heart and spirit. 

 
50. Kids Rule NSF Arlington During 'Bring Your Child To Work Day' 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 27 APR 12) ... Ensign Amber Lynn Daniel, Chief of Naval Personnel Public Affairs 

WASHINGTON -- Naval Support Facility Arlington opened its doors to more than 25 four- to 12-year olds April 26 during the 
nationwide "Take Our Daughters and Sons to Work Day" event. 

 
51. Navy Nears Power Deal To Help Avoid Cal Blackouts 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 29 APR 12) ... Michael R. Blood 

LOS ANGELES — The U.S. Navy is nearing a first-time agreement to curb electricity use at its sprawling San Diego-area bases 
if power runs short in Southern California this summer, a deal intended to diminish the threat of blackouts while the troubled San 
Onofre nuclear plant remains offline. 

 

NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
52. Obama Signs Order To Limit Aggressive College Recruiting Of Veterans 
(NEW YORK TIMES 28 APR 12) ... Tamar Lewin 

At Georgia's Fort Stewart on Friday, President Obama signed an executive order to help protect military families and veterans 
from aggressive and deceptive recruiting by higher education institutions--especially for-profit colleges--seeking their military 
benefits. 

 
53. Hospitals Prepare For NATO Attack, Perform Dirty Bomb Response Drills 
(WFLD FOX CHICAGO 27 APR 12) ... Mike Flannery 

Chicago - Suburban hospitals are preparing for a worst-case scenario during next month's NATO summit, in a FOX Chicago 
News exclusive. 

 
54. Norfolk Jury Convicts Somali Of Piracy In Hijacking 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 28 APR 12) ... Brock Vergakis 

NORFOLK -- A Somali man was convicted of piracy on Friday for his role as a hostage negotiator in the hijacking of a German 
merchant vessel and U.S. yacht. The four Americans aboard the yacht were shot to death by pirates, and the crew on the other vessel 
was tortured to get a higher ransom. 

 
55. Officials: Coast Guard Behind In Arctic Race 
(NAVY TIMES 28 APR 12) ... Jacqueline Klimas 

Even within the tight budget environment, the Coast Guard will be able to afford an important tool needed for the upcoming 
deployments to the Arctic this summer — a wooden baseball bat. 

 
56. Week In Review Apr. 21, 2012 – Apr. 27, 2012 
(YOUTUBE 27 APR 12) ... U.S. Navy 

Welcome to this week's U.S. Navy multimedia production featuring selected images from around the fleet received during the 
week of Apr. 21, 2012 – Apr. 27, 2012. 
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OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
57. Green Lessons From Military Leaders 
(POLITICO 27 APR 12) ... Dan Saccardi 

Gas prices continue to be a central focus on the presidential campaign trail, as demonstrated by last month’s posturing over oil 
subsidies. Regardless of your politics, however, the taxpayer dollars at stake pale in comparison to the benefits of energy policy 
choices now being made by our military leadership. 

 
58. Why To Cancel A Pentagon Procurement Program 
(TIME 27 APR 12) ... Dan Ward 

There are basically three reasons to cancel an acquisition program. In no particular order, the reasons are: 
 

59. The New Face Of U.S. Navy In Region 
U.S. Navy Deployment of Littoral Combat Ships in Region 
(SINGAPORE STRIATS TIMES 30 APR 12) ... Michael Richardson 

Singapore will soon host up to four high-speed United States Navy ships. They will be the new face of the U.S. Navy for 
maritime policing and partnership-building in Asia-Pacific waters, where many regional countries are trying to balance the rise of 
China without provoking a military confrontation. 

 
60. Okinawa Deal Is Key To U.S.' Regional Plans 
(SINGAPORE STRAITS TIMES 28 APR 12) ... William Choong 

It could be said that the deal between the U.S. and Japan over U.S. bases in Okinawa is not new. After all, it only executes an 
agreement that dates to 2006. 

 
61. NIMBYs in The South China Sea 
Where will the Pentagon put its Pacific marines? 
(FOREIGN POLICY 27 APR 12) ... Robert Haddick 

With this week's news that the United States has finally reached an agreement to cut the number of Marines stationed on the 
Japanese island of Okinawa, an ongoing standoff in the South China Sea between a Philippine Coast Guard cutter and a Chinese ocean 
surveillance ship, which is now in its third week, has taken on added significance. 

 
62. Start Laying Groundwork For Marines 
(HONOLULU STAR-ADVERTISER 29 APR 12) ... Editorial 

U.S. Sen. Daniel Inouye on Tuesday gave his home state its first heads-up on the big news: The U.S. Department of Defense 
intends to move more than 2,500 of its personnel from Japan to Hawaii, after paring back what had been a $21.1 billion military 
rampup in Guam. 

 
63. Al Qaeda Is Far From Defeated 
While the U.S. prepares a strategic shift toward the Far East, evidence mounts that the terrorist organization 
is resurgent in the Muslim world. 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 30 APR 12) ... Seth G. Jones 

A year after U.S. forces killed Osama bin Laden, most policy makers and pundits believe al Qaeda is near collapse. "Another nail 
in the coffin," one senior U.S. official told me after the death of an al Qaeda operative in Pakistan last month from a U.S. drone strike. 
In testimony before the Senate in February, Director of National Intelligence James Clapper said the core al Qaeda is likely becoming 
of "symbolic importance." 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Naval Cooperation 
(AMMAN TIMES (JORDAN) 30 APR 12) 

His Majesty King Abdullah II received today US Navy 
Secretary Ray Mabus and discussed scopes of cooperation as 
well as the latest regional developments. 

During a meeting yesterday, attended by Director of the 
King’s Office Imad Fakhoury, Chairman of the Joint Chiefs-
of-Staff Lt. Gen. Mashal Al Zaben and U.S. Ambassador to 

the Kingdom Stuart E. Jones, discussions focused on bilateral 
ties and the latest regional developments. Earlier on Sunday, 
Zaben met with Mabus and discussed further cooperation 
between the two countries’ navies. 

HRH Prince Feisal attended the meeting. 

Return to Index 
 

2. What Makes A Warship? 
Undersecretary weighs in on how new and old vessels will count toward the future fleet 
(NAVY TIMES 07 MAY 12) ... Christopher Cavas 

Submarines, aircraft carriers, cruisers and destroyers have 
always been counted as part of the Navy's battle force — 
vessels defined by the service as ships "capable of 
contributing to combat operations ... or ships that contribute 
directly to Navy war fighting or support missions." Service 
ships such as oilers or fleet tenders belong in other categories, 
such as the support force, while other cargo carrying ships 
could be assigned to the sealift force. 

But what about smaller units, such as mine 
countermeasures ships, coastal patrol boats or hospital ships, 
or joint high speed vessels? In some situations, the Navy is 
now thinking, those ships could be counted among more 
traditional combatants. 

The service is reviewing the criteria for how it counts the 
battle force — an exercise carried out periodically as strategies 
and technologies change. Navy Undersecretary Bob Work 
talked about battle force concepts April 23 in an interview in 
his Pentagon office. 

Q. How is the concept of the battle force changing? 
A. This battle force is the fifth generation of a force 

specifically designed to fight and win in the guided munitions 
regime. The start of all this was the visceral experience [of] 
the U.S. Navy in 1945, when it was the target of the first 
massed salvos of guided weapons in history. 

The first generation was an experimental generation — 
the first data link, automation in the combat information 
center, development of surface-to-air missiles, and the first 
notions of trying to network the fleet to operate faster. But we 
didn't design many ships for it. 

The second generation included missile ships like the 
Charles F. Adams-class destroyers, the Leahy- and Belknap-
class missile cruisers, better missiles, development of the 
ASROC anti-submarine rocket. 

The third generation was the maritime strategy fleet 
designed for war at sea against the Soviet Union. It introduced 
the Spruance-class destroyers, the Ticonderoga-class Aegis 
cruiser, the Arleigh Burke destroyers, Harpoon and 
Tomahawk missiles, ships that were built from the keel up for 
guided munitions warfare at sea. 

Generation four was a transitional period that started to 
shift from open-ocean warfare to warfare in the littorals. That's 
where we started to decrease the numbers. We got to a high 
point of 594 ships on Sept. 30, 1987. All those ships with the 
exception of a couple were designed for guided-munitions 
warfare against a foe that was all in on guided weapons also. It 
connected the fleet to the joint battle network. We got more 

bandwidth, better networking with cooperative engagement 
capability. And in that generation, the Navy made a decision 
to get out of small combatants entirely. 

The 1997 Quadrennial Defense Review was the ultimate 
expression of that. Of 116 surface combatants, 84 were going 
to be Aegis Cru-Des [cruisers and destroyers], and 32 DD 21 
destroyers. The smallest ship in the fleet was going to have a 
full load displacement of around 9,000 tons. Get rid of every 
frigate, sell all the PCs — the only thing left would have been 
the mine warfare ships. 

The fifth generation — the generation we're now in — is 
a transition from a platform-centric battle force, where we 
used to count the number of ships, the total ship battle force, 
and we're moving to a total force battle network. Where now, 
the capabilities of the network are more important than the 
capabilities of any individual platform. 

The original wording for this was Force Net. That term 
has fallen out of favor, but it's the same thing now. 

Essentially, the Navy is trying to figure out what this all 
means. So the total force battle network, all of the decisions 
we're taking now reflect this whole idea. 

In the fifth generation we said we want to bring back 
small combatants, and we want every ship in the battle force 
to be self-deployable, and all will be able to link to the broader 
battle network. We're not going to have any small combatants 
that can't self-deploy. 

So I refer to Cru-Des now as large battle network 
combatants, and the littoral combat ship as the small battle 
network combatant. 

Q. This is toward the end of this decade, after the PCs 
and MCMs are gone? 

A. That's right. That's our vision. 
So what we're trying to decide is, how do you count in 

this new environment? 
The last time we looked at ship counting rules was in the 

early 1980s, when Secretary John Lehman was building up to 
the 600-ship Navy. Essentially, what he counted was ships 
immediately available for combat operations against the 
Soviet fleet. 

PCs, for example, would be counted under local defense 
forces and not counted as part of the battle force, because you 
wouldn't use the PCs against the Soviet navy. You'd use them 
for supporting special operations forces. 

So now we're looking at updating our counting rules. 
That's totally separate from the discussion on the size of the 
fleet. And that discussion and debate is ongoing now. 



 

9 
 

For example, one thing we're discussing is [in order to be 
counted, should a ship be] self-deployable, or in the theater in 
which it will be fighting? This would cause us to change 
numbers. So you would count only the mine warfare vessels 
that are in theater, either in the Persian Gulf or in Sasebo, 
Japan, and you wouldn't count the mine warfare vessels back 
in the United States — which we've always counted before. It 
might cause us to count PCs that are forward deployed. 

This is the fifth generation. Our counting rules should be 
different… The 30-year fleet plan we submitted this year is 
based on the old counting rules. That is what we are building 
to — approximately 300 ships. And that number will be 
refined by the Navy's force structure assessment. When we 
have it approved, there'll be a specific number. 

All we're saying right now is we're comfortable based on 
the decisions we made out of the strategic review that the 
battle force will be approximately 300 ships under the old 
counting rules. We'll refine that number in the FSA, we'll let 
everyone know what they are, exactly what the makeup of the 
fleet is, and then we will say this is how we will count ships in 
the future. 

Q. You want to start counting hospital ships? 
A. They're essential to our Cooperative Strategy for 21st 

Century Seapower, which started the talk about whether to 
count them. Whether to do so is not decided yet. We're leaning 
toward it, but that's part of the debate. 

Here's the thinking: The battle force is part of the national 
fleet, which everyone forgets. The battle force is the portion of 
the U.S. Navy designed to support battle. It is operated 
forward to preserve the peace. 

The other parts of the national fleet are the Coast Guard, 
the Marine Corps, Marine and Navy special operating forces, 
the Navy Expeditionary Combat Command, naval aviation, 
maritime patrol and reconnaissance force, and our industrial 
base partners. 

Also, it's been calculated that the United States operates 
95 percent of the world's militarily useful sealift. We need that 
sealift to go anywhere we go. Some people say those ships 
should be part of the battle force. But we think those ships 
probably should continue to be counted in sealift. All of our 
special mission ships make enormous contributions to our 
anti-submarine capabilities. But should they be counted as 

special mission ships or battle force ships? Those are some of 
the questions we're going through. 

Now, hospital ships. There is a category of battle force 
ships called support ships that has always included tenders, 
command ships, salvage ships. They contribute to the battle 
capability of the battle force; that's why they're counted that 
way. 

Well, if you get into battle you're going to need a hospital 
ship. You could argue it should have always been counted, but 
right now it's counted as a special mission ship. 

Whereas before you kept the hospital ships laid up and 
only brought them out during a crisis, we are now routinely 
deploying those ships. They go out on a battle force mission to 
operate for-ward to preserve the peace. 

I'd be able to look anybody in the eye and say of course 
we should count the hospital ships. 

Q. What is the rationale for counting the new JHSVs? 
A. JHSVs would be a support ship. An important 

connector. In peacetime, they're going to be operating forward 
supporting Navy Expeditionary Combat Command and 
riverine forces; theater cooperation• forces such as the 
Seabees, point-to-point transportation of Marine Corps and 
Army forces. And in wartime they will be doing inter-theater 
transport. 

I think of them as the LST [landing ship tank] of the total 
force battle network. Very shallow draft, can go into these 
austere ports and offload capability in support of the battle 
force. They will be very, very useful. 

The [two recently-acquired] Hawaii Superferries [known 
as high-speed vessels, or HSVs] will .e not count. They do not 
have the capabilities of the JHSV, all they have are airline 
seats and you can put stuff on them. The JHSVs are 
specifically designed to support a company combat team. 
There are 104 racks, 312 airline bunks. They're designed to 
transport an intact company combat team. 

We will debate whether the HSVs should count as part of 
the high-speed vessel force that will be operating. But the 
JHSV and the HSV are not interchangeable. 

So the universe of things we're debating right now is how 
you count the PCs, the mine warfare vessels, the hospital ships 
and the Hawaii Superferries. The rest of the force will 
probably stay. 
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3. Watch Pensacola #SAAM Event LIVE 
(NAVY LIVE BLOG 27 APR 12) 

“The end of April does not mark the end of our effort to 
raise sexual assault awareness. We must build upon the 
momentum we have generated this month and move forward 
together, as one team, to develop a resilient and ready force 
that is intolerant of sexual assault.” 

– Vice Chief of Naval Operations, Adm. Mark 
Ferguson 

Adm. Ferguson will host a town hall discussion on sexual 
assault awareness and prevention in Pensacola, Fla. April 30 at 
1 p.m. (CST), which will be live streamed on The Pentagon 
Channel, Navy social media platforms, and direct to Sailors at 
sea. 

Throughout April, the Navy focused on four themes: 
Hurts One, Affects All, Prevention is Everyone’s Duty, and 
We Will Not Tolerate Sexual Assault. During the hour long 

event VCNO and an expert panel will recap lessons learned 
throughout the month, encourage continued discussion at the 
unit level and talk about upcoming Navy prevention and 
awareness training. 

The panel discussion moderated by Jill Loftus, director of 
the department of the Navy sexual assault prevention and 
response office will highlight victim advocacy resources 
available in the fleet, ongoing prevention efforts and Sailor 
lead programs to curb destructive behavior. An audience of 
1,500 Sailors and Internet viewers worldwide will participate 
in the event by asking questions and providing feedback on 
current Navy sexual assault awareness and prevention efforts. 

Key takeaways on sexual assault: 

 Sexual assault is my problem, your problem, our 
problem. 
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 Navy is executing a multi-faceted approach to 
awareness, prevention, victim response and offender 
accountability. 

 Sexual Assault Awareness Month (SAAM) is only 
the first phase of a larger, focused initiative to help 
foster command climates where reporting sexual 
assault is embraced and prevention is the focus. 

View Clip (RT: 0:31) 
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4. #SAAM: Reagan Commander Encourages Crew To Embrace The 21st Century Standard 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 28 APR 12) ... Ensign David Carter, USS Ronald Reagan Public Affairs 

BREMERTON, Wash. -- On board USS Ronald Reagan 
(CVN 76), more than 2,500 Sailors are learning that sexual 
assault prevention is just one of the many components that 
make up a successful Sailor. 

"It's all part of embracing the 21st Century Sailor 
concept," said Capt. Thom Burke, Reagan's commanding 
officer. "Readiness is contingent on our ability to institute 
standards and hold our Sailors accountable to them, and in 
today's Navy we have to be openly ready to meet that 
requirement on all fronts." 

Across the Navy, commands are wrapping up weeks of 
meticulous training in support of this year's Sexual Assault 
Awareness Month (SAAM) campaign. The goal is educating 
Sailors on effectively combating and preventing sexual assault 
within the ranks. 

In an All Hands Call April 27, Burke emphasized to his 
crew that close and constant management of their professional 
and personal lives is mission critical. Beyond looking out for 
each other, Burke challenged the crew to take a more intrusive 
stance on taking care of their shipmates. 

"You can't deny that we're trying to do this because we 
care about you as a person and as an individual," said Burke. 
"We're trying to maintain the readiness of our ship and our 

Navy so all of us collective individuals can do great things 
when we're out there doing our mission." 

In January, Reagan made a homeport shift from San 
Diego to Bremerton, Wash., to conduct a year-long Docked 
Planned Incremental Availability (DPIA). For many Sailors, 
the shipyard environment is one that is completely unfamiliar, 
and, as with any new situation, comes a multitude of new 
challenges. 

"Watching out for each other and upholding the standards 
of our Navy's core values is critical to sustaining our force of 
well trained, disciplined Sailors," said Burke. 

Sexual Assault Prevention and Response is an important 
element of the readiness area of the 21st Century Sailor and 
Marine initiative which consolidates a set of objectives and 
policies, new and existing, to maximize Sailor and Marine 
personal readiness, build resiliency and hone the most combat-
effective force in the history of the Navy and Marine Corps. 
The Department of the Navy is working to aggressively to 
prevent sexual assaults, to support sexual assault victims, and 
to hold offenders accountable. 

Help raise awareness by joining the conversation on 
social media using #SAAM. 
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5. #SAAM: NAF Misawa Conducts Sexual Assault Awareness Stand Down 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 27 APR 12) ... Senior Chief Mass Communication Specialist Daniel Sanford, Naval Air Facility Misawa 
Public Affairs 

MISAWA, Japan -- Naval Air Facility Misawa conducted 
a Sexual Assault Awareness Stand Down for all Navy Misawa 
personnel April 27. 

The two-hour training session, organized in conjunction 
with April being Sexual Assault Awareness Month (SAAM), 
covered a broad range of topics including prevention, 
response, family advocacy and the Victim Witness Assistance 
Program. 

"Today's training is to promote sexual assault awareness, 
and to emphasize that we all have the ability to prevent this 
crime from happening," said Gunner's Mate 1st Class Patrick 
Ryan, who helped facilitate the stand down. "Every year the 
Navy and DoD seek to improve upon sexual assault education 
and training, but this year they are seeking to educate beyond 
basic awareness and focusing, not only on the victim's rights, 
but toward prevention as a whole." 

During SAAM, all Navy commands are charged with 
ensuring their Sailors are aware of the scope of the sexual 
assault problem in the military, are aware of the resources 
available to victims, the detrimental affect sexual assault has 
on readiness, and that the Navy will not tolerate the 
victimization of its personnel. 

"Ultimately we'd like to eradicate this problem from the 
military," said Lt. j.g. Jerry Cottrell, NAF Misawa training 
officer. "But to make that happen we have to increase 
awareness, promote the removal of common risk factors, and 
foster an environment of trust amongst our Sailors." 

More than 200 Sailors stationed or deployed to Misawa 
attended the stand down, which featured guest speakers from 
both the Navy and Air Force. 

"Regardless of service, it is our obligation to provide a 
safe and productive work environment for our Sailors," said 
NAF Misawa Commanding Officer Capt. Chris Rodeman. 
"Besides impacting the victim, sexual assault undermines our 
Navy Core Values and Ethos, which in turn, denigrates unit 
readiness and cohesiveness. 

"It will not be tolerated here in Misawa or anywhere else 
in our military." 

Sexual Assault Prevention and Response is an important 
element of the readiness area of the 21st Century Sailor and 
Marine initiative which consolidates a set of objectives and 
policies, new and existing, to maximize Sailor and Marine 
personal readiness, build resiliency and hone the most combat-
effective force in the history of the Navy and Marine Corps. 
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The Department of the Navy is working to aggressively to 
prevent sexual assaults, to support sexual assault victims, and 
to hold offenders accountable. 

Help raise awareness by joining the conversation on 
social media using #SAAM. 
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6. #SAAM: Recruits Afforded Constant C.A.R.E., Training On Sexual Assault Awareness 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 27 APR 12) ... Scott A. Thornbloom, Naval Service Training Command Public Affairs 

GREAT LAKES, Ill. -- During Sexual Assault Awareness 
Month (SAAM), and as an ongoing evolution throughout the 
year, recruits at the Navy's only boot camp, Recruit Training 
Command (RTC), receive regular Sexual Assault Prevention 
and Response (SAPR) training during their eight-week stay. 

"Sexual assault awareness is especially important here at 
Recruit Training Command," said Capt. Steven G. Bethke, 
RTC's commanding officer. "Our staff needs to understand 
this very important issue to such an extent that they can teach, 
mentor and lead by example to both their fellow Sailors and to 
the recruits who will very soon be out in the fleet." 

For the more than 40,000 recruits who begin their Navy 
careers at RTC annually, sexual assault awareness starts their 
first week, in the Electronic Recruit Classroom (ERC) of the 
recruit's ship barracks. Instructors from the Basic Naval 
Orientation (BNO) office present a list of topics from Navy 
history and traditions, code and conduct, uniform regulations, 
financial assistance, Navy Knowledge Online and SAPR to the 
ERC, located in each ship barracks. 

"We give them basic definitions of what is considered 
sexual assault," said Fire Controlman 1st Class (SW) Carl 
Latorre, from Philadelphia, a BNO instructor. "We also 
discuss reporting options." 

Electrician's Mate 1st Class (SW) Roderick Givens, from 
Los Angeles, another BNO instructor, discussed how a recruit 
can report an assault and what is available at RTC for recruits 
who have been victimized or assaulted before reporting to 
boot camp. 

"The biggest points we hit on is how and where a recruit 
can report an assault and what we have here at RTC Great 
Lakes for personnel of previous victimization, which is 
C.A.R.E. or Counsel and Advocate in a Recruit Environment 
Program," Givens said. 

RTC began its C.A.R.E. program 10 years ago. It is a 
program in which recruits have the opportunity to seek civilian 
social worker counseling services through Fleet and Family 
Service Center (FFSC). The Navy and RTC recognized that 
recruits can experience a mixture of emotions that come with 
being introduced to the military environment. 

At times recruits will experience high levels of stress, due 
to the rigorous training schedule over the course of their eight 
weeks on board, according to Chief Legalman (SW/AW) 
Marissa C. Brown, Personnel Applied Skills Streaming 
(PASS) Leading Chief Petty Officer (LCPO), C.A.R.E. 
Director and Assistant Command Managed Equal Opportunity 
(CMEO) representative. 

"The C.A.R.E. program provides recruits an outlet where 
they can openly discuss how they feel, address past related 
issues and possibly resolve the anxiety that comes with being 
in their new environment," Brown said. "The goal of the FFSC 
social workers is to assist recruits to adjust successfully to the 
military environment whenever possible." 

"A recruit is not placed on hold while being seen by a 
social worker in the C.A.R.E. program," Brown said. "They 

are scheduled appointments via C.A.R.E. advocates to the 
FFSC. These scheduled appointments are documented in the 
recruit hard card and the RDCs follow through on ensuring the 
recruit is in attendance for the recruit's scheduled 
appointment." 

Brown added recruits are seen in the C.A.R.E. office by 
social workers for as long as they need it. Some recruits are 
continuously seen throughout their training, and others only 
elect to go as needed. 

Both RTC instructors said if a recruit comes to them 
during the first BNO training and tells them they were 
assaulted before joining the Navy, they are immediately sent 
to the advocates in the C.A.R.E. office at RTC. 

"We don't ask if any recruit has been sexually assaulted," 
Givens said. "We tell them how they can report an assault and 
that they should never feel afraid to report an assault." 

According to Terry Schmalgemeier, RTC's curriculum 
manager, if a recruit does come forward to say he or she was 
assaulted before entering the Navy, the instructors let them 
know their reporting options. 

"There is a formal reporting process and an informal 
reporting process," Schmalgemeier said. "If they go to a health 
care provider, they don't have to go through the formal process 
where it becomes a legal case and an investigation is started 
where we pass that to NCIS or some other avenue." 

In the SAPR class during BNO, both Latorre and Givens 
said they are surprised how many recruits don't believe sexual 
assault can happen, especially with the male recruits. 

"We like to hit them with numbers and statistics, 
especially the one in six men that are raped each year," Latorre 
said. "The male recruits don't believe men can be raped and 
it's a real eye-opener when they hear the numbers." 

Because the Navy has made a concerted push to shine an 
awareness light on the month, SAAM training has been 
intensified at RTC. The entire staff went through two hours of 
SAPR training. 

"There were notes in the Plan of the Day each week, 
emails from the RTC SAPR representatives and many RDCs 
(Recruit Division Commanders) incorporated SAPR training 
and lectures with their divisions in house," Schmalgemeier 
said. "RTC also held its annual Denim Day April 20 where the 
staff is authorized to wear jeans in recognition of Sexual 
Assault Awareness Month." 

The purpose of the annual Denim Day is to teach and 
mentor the recruits and get them discussing sexual assault 
prevention and response. 

Denim Day began as a demonstration by female 
parliamentarians in Italy protesting the Italian Supreme Court 
of Appeal's decision to overturn a convicted rapist's sentence. 

In 1992, an 18-year-old Italian woman left her home with 
an instructor for her first driving lesson. Once in an isolated 
area, the young woman alleged the instructor raped her. 
Although she said he threatened to kill her if she told anyone, 
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the woman pressed charges and the instructor was convicted 
and sentenced to 34 months in jail. 

The instructor appealed his case and in 1999, the Italian 
Supreme Court overruled the conviction and dismissed the 
charges. In the court's opinion, it was not possible to remove a 
pair of jeans "without the collaboration of the person wearing 
them," implying that any sexual contact must have been 
consensual because the young woman wore jeans. 

The demonstration quickly spread around the world and, 
in April 1999, California established the first Denim Day in 
the United States as a visible means of protest against myths 
that surround sexual assault. 

"Denim Day provides a great opportunity for 
mentorship," Bethke said. "Our life at RTC is mentorship. If I 
can provide an opportunity to focus that mentorship on one 
specific topic such as this one, then it is a win for us." 

Both instructors and Schmalgemeier call the month and 
what RTC does every day in discussing and recognizing 
SAAM very important to the recruits, and they can tell the 
majority of the recruits recognize that importance. 

"The SAPR training is discussion-based and I've never 
had a class where there was no discussion," Latorre said. 
"Everyone is involved in this topic." 

"Young males, especially, come into the Navy thinking 
they are indestructible and could never be sexually assaulted," 
Givens said. "But when we start throwing out statistics and 
then back that up with pictures of a male who was been 
assaulted by a female, it tends to open some eyes. Males can 
assault females, females can assault males, males can assault 
males and females can assault females. It's very important that 
we conduct this training every day the entire year for every 
recruit that comes into the Navy." 
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7. #SAAM: Fleet Intelligence Training Center Recognizes Sexual Assault Awareness Month 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 28 APR 12) ... Lt. Scott Cunningham, Fleet Intelligence Training Center Public Affairs 

SAN DIEGO -- In light of the directive set forth in a 
Navy specific administrative message (NAVADMIN), the 
Fleet Intelligence Training Center (FITC) based in San Diego 
is doing its part to provide training to a wide swath of the 
Navy's Information Dominance community on sexual assault 
awareness and prevention. 

In an effort to curb a significant problem facing men and 
women in uniform, Chief of Naval Operations Adm. Jonathan 
W. Greenert, directed that the Navy participate in the 
nationally-designated Sexual Assault Awareness Month 
(SAAM) during the month of April. 

During the month of April, FITC has extended its internal 
training on the subject to all of the students that are 
undergoing instruction at its facility or that are in temporary 
additional duty (TAD) status to the command. 

Instructors, students and staff attend 30 minute awareness 
sessions weekly throughout the month led by FITC's Sexual 
Assault Prevention and Response (SAPR) victim advocate, 
Intelligence Specialist 1st Class Cynthia Steele. 

Instruction on sexual assault awareness and prevention 
was conducted through a variety of media and methods to 
include videos, PowerPoint, group discussion, and formal 
lecture. 

As a result of the training, which took place in the large 
FITC auditorium, a large number of Sailors have been privy to 
critical information and learning points. 

For example, according to a 2010 Defense Manpower 
Data Center survey on workplace and gender relations of 
active duty service members, 40 percent of women and 23 
percent of men indicated that their experience of unwanted 
sexual contact included the use of alcohol and/or drugs either 
by them or by their offender. 

The report also indicated that 71 percent of women and 85 
percent of men who experienced unwanted sexual contact 
chose not to report the incident. 

Perhaps more disturbing is that 55 percent of women and 
38 percent of men indicated the offender sexually harassed or 
stalked them before or after the situation. 

Intelligence Specialist 1st Class Jans Wayne, who was 
one of approximately 70 students that participated in the 
training, said it was definitely worthwhile. 

"The training was effective in raising awareness, as well 
as offering guidance on courses of action for stopping or 
helping (prevent) sexual assault," Wayne said. 

Steele, who fills the SAPR victim advocate role as a 
collateral duty on top of a heavy instructor load, added that 
while it can be a difficult topic to address, she is happy that 
the Navy has highlighted sexual assault in the name of 
prevention. 

"It is good to see that the training is a priority for the 
Navy and that it is trying to establish an environment of 
intolerance toward inappropriate and illegal behavior," Steele 
said. 

With any luck, the extensive efforts toward awareness 
will indeed serve to educate Sailors and stop the problem 
outright. 

"The end of April does not mark the end of our effort to 
raise sexual assault awareness," Vice Chief of Naval 
Operations Adm. Mark Ferguson said recently in a Rhumb 
Lines message to the fleet. "We must build upon the 
momentum we have generated this month and move forward 
together, as one team, to develop a resilient and ready force 
that is intolerant of sexual assault." 

Sexual Assault Prevention and Response is an important 
element of the readiness area of the 21st Century Sailor and 
Marine initiative which consolidates a set of objectives and 
policies, new and existing, to maximize Sailor and Marine 
personal readiness, build resiliency and hone the most combat-
effective force in the history of the Navy and Marine Corps. 

The Department of the Navy is working to aggressively to 
prevent sexual assaults, to support sexual assault victims, and 
to hold offenders accountable. 

Sexual Assault Awareness Month (SAAM) is only the 
first phase of a larger, focused initiative to help foster 
command climates where reporting sexual assault is 
embraced. 
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8. #SAAM: USS Blue Ridge Raises Sexual Assault Awareness 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 28 APR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist Seaman Kelby Sanders, USS Blue Ridge Public Affairs 

USS BLUE RIDGE, At Sea -- The USS Blue Ridge (LCC 
19) Sexual Assault Prevention and Response program is 
training Sailors to deal with sexual assault throughout the 
month of April in support of Sexual Assault Awareness 
Month. 

Today's Navy is leading the charge against sexual assault 
by making Sailors aware of the statistics surrounding sexual 
assault, informing them of what can be done to report the 
crimes, and encouraging them to act vigilantly to prevent 
sexual crimes from occurring. 

April is nationally recognized as Sexual Assault 
Awareness Month (SAAM). The Navy is highlighting sexual 
assault training this month in an effort to educate Sailors on 
the many ways sexual assault damages an individual and their 
command, how victims can get support, and how Sailors can 
play a part in prevention. 

The SAPR program is designed to offer training and other 
resources to Sailors to help increase awareness of the issue 
and to help prevent such incidents from occurring, said Blue 
Ridge's command Sexual Assault Prevention and Response 
(SAPR) officer Chief Damage Controlman (SW) Ernest W. 
Thomas. 

"SAPR's main responsibilities are to train Sailors on how 
to respond and to provide support for the victims of sexual 
assault crimes," said Thomas. 

The Blue Ridge SAPR team of command representatives 
is posting flyers, plan-of-the-day notes and other displays 
throughout the ship. SAPR advocates are giving training on 
sexual assault prevention and Ship's Information, Training and 
Entertainment (SITE) TV is also airing presentations 
throughout the day. 

"Prevention is everyone's duty and to look the other way 
is to condone the problem," said Thomas. "We all have a 
responsibility to look out for each other, because if you say 
something you just might prevent a crime." 

On average 207,754 people over the age of 12 are 
sexually assaulted every year according to the Department of 
Justice's (DoJ) National Crime Victimization Survey. If you 
do the math you'll see that means a sexual assault occurs every 
2 ½ seconds. 

Also, according to the DoJ, more than 70 percent of 
sexual assaults are committed by someone whom the victim 
knows, and more than half of sexual assaults go unreported. 

In the military alone, 3,191 sexual assaults were reported 
in 2011 but the actual number may be nearly 19,000, said 
Defense Secretary Leon Panetta. 

The information is out there for every Sailor to see, and 
the resources are available to communicate with the proper 
personnel. 

Sexual Assault Prevention and Response is an important 
element of the readiness area of the 21st Century Sailor and 
Marine initiative which consolidates a set of objectives and 
policies, new and existing, to maximize Sailor and Marine 
personal readiness, build resiliency and hone the most combat-
effective force in the history of the Navy and Marine Corps. 
The Department of the Navy is working to aggressively to 
prevent sexual assaults, to support sexual assault victims, and 
to hold offenders accountable. 

Help raise awareness by joining the conversation on 
social media using #SAAM. 
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9. #SAAM: "We Will Not Tolerate Sexual Assault," Says NMCB-11 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 29 APR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Jonathan Carmichael, NMCB-11 Public Affairs 

HELMAND PROVINCE, Afghanistan – Sailors assigned 
to Naval Mobile Construction Battalion (NMCB) 11 
heightened awareness of sexual assault in the Navy with a day 
filled with entertaining, athletic, team building, and 
informative activities on Camp Krutke, Camp Leatherneck, 
April 28. The events signified the final week of Sexual Assault 
Awareness Month (SAAM) with the theme of “We will not 
tolerate sexual assault.” 

An hour of sexual assault awareness and prevention 
training precluded a short skit in which a scenario of sexual 
assault and proper response was acted out on a stage by five 
members of the command. “Look out for your shipmates,” 
said Yeoman 3rd Class Giselle L. Murrell, from Houston, 
Texas, an actor in the skit who feels like that message was 
successfully conveyed by the performance to raise sexual 
assault awareness. 

“Our focus in NMCB ELEVEN from this day forward is 
Bystander Intervention,” stated Cmdr. Lore Aguayo, 
Commanding Officer of NMCB-11. Aguayo directly 
addressed her Seabees at the beginning of the day’s events. 
“Just like we would always help a fellow servicemember who 
is stranded outside the wire here in Afghanistan because there 
is a dangerous enemy out there, we should never turn our back 

on our shipmates who are placing themselves in vulnerable or 
dangerous situations by drinking excessively, not having a 
buddy or a plan to get home safely or are being sexually 
harassed. It is the responsibility of every member of NMCB 
ELEVEN to intervene and ensure our shipmates are removed 
from the danger zone. We will take care of one another,” 
stressed Aguayo. 

Alexandria V. Hobbs, a contractor on Camp Leatherneck, 
led a session of Zumba, a popular Latin-inspired dance-fitness 
program. She was assisted by two volunteers, Marine Corps 
Cpl. Kerry-Ann S. Gooden and Air Force Staff Sgt. India V. 
Middleton. Aguayo presented the Zumba instructors with 
certificates of appreciation along with NMCB-11 t-shirts 
following the exercise. 

Seabees and Sailors were then able to choose from a 
multitude of events to participate in such as self defense 
classes, a pull-up competition, basketball, volleyball, cornhole 
(a.k.a. bean bag toss), video game tournaments, and a 
musicians’ jam-session. In keeping with the intention of 
SAAM, a sign was displayed at the entrance to each event that 
contained facts, myths, statistics, and information regarding 
sexual assault awareness, prevention, and advocate points of 
contact. 
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The events concluded with a competition in which 
Sailors/Seabees showcased talents in poetry, singing, 
acrobatics, and musicianship. A panel of three judges decided 
on the winners. Utilitiesman Constructionman Stephanie T. 
Saunders, from Hoover, Ala., took first place by reciting a 
poem she had written titled “What Can I Say.” Awards were 
also given for 2nd place, Chief Yeoman Gregory B. 
Drummond, from Fayetteville, N.C., with his poem, “Hurts 
One, Affects All,” and 3rd place, Logistics Specialist 2nd 
Class Laquita S. Brooks, from Jacksonville, N.C., with her 
poem, “The Gospel.” 

“If Sailors go away from this with more awareness of 
sexual assault, better knowledge of available resources, and a 
deeper level of understanding as to who they can go to for 
help in cases of sexual assault, then these events, and SAAM 
in general, will be a success,” said Yeoman 1st Class Desiree 
D. Wade, NMCB-11’s Sexual Assault Prevention and 
Response (SAPR) point of contact. 

Originally from Radcliff, Ky., Wade has been involved in 
sexual assault prevention and awareness in the Navy for nine 
years. “I take this program very seriously. I do agree that 
awareness needs to be raised because (sexual assault) is 
happening in our Navy. This training will put focus on it and 
make Sailors aware of the proper resources available to them 
in case something happens.” 

Sexual assault prevention is an important element of the 
readiness area of the 21st Century Sailor and Marine initiative, 
which consolidates a set of objectives and policies, new and 
existing, to maximize Sailor and Marine personal readiness, 
build resiliency and hone the most combat-effective force in 
the history of the Department of the Navy (DoN). DoN is 
working aggressively to prevent sexual assaults, to support 
sexual assault victims, and to hold offenders accountable. 

Addressing the Navy, Vice Chief of Naval Operations, 
Adm. Mark Ferguson stated, “The end of April does not mark 
the end of our effort to raise sexual assault awareness. We 
must build upon the momentum we have generated this month 
and move forward together, as one team, to develop a resilient 
and ready force that is intolerant of sexual assault.” 

NMCB-11 will continue to raise awareness through 
regular training and SAPR activities. 

Homeported in Gulfport, Miss., NMCB-11 is deployed to 
Afghanistan to conduct general, mobility, survivability 
engineering operations, defensive operations, Afghan National 
Army partnering and detachment of units in combined/joint 
operations area – Afghanistan in order to enable the 
neutralization of the insurgency and support improved 
governance and stability operations. 
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CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
10. USS Independence Concludes First Foreign Port Visit 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 28 APR 12) ... USS Independence Public Affairs 

USS INDEPENDENCE, At Sea -- The littoral combat 
ship USS Independence (LCS 2) departed Manzanillo, 
Mexico, April 28, concluding the ship's first foreign port visit 
since its commissioning. 

Independence and embarked Mine Countermeasures 
Detachment One Sailors visited Mexico while on the ship's 
maiden voyage to its homeport of San Diego, marking the first 
foreign port visit by any Independence-class ship. 

While in port, Independence Sailors volunteered at a 
community service project at a local orphanage and 
participated in various Morale, Welfare and Recreation tours, 
including scuba diving, a rain forest hike, and a day-trip to 
Guadalajara. 

"I think we picked a great place to come as our first 
foreign port visit," said Engineman 1st Class John Bemis. "I 
enjoyed the food, friendliness and scenery Mexico has to 
offer. It was a much-needed and relaxing liberty port." 

Independence also held a reception on the flight deck of 
the ship hosting Manzanillo dignitaries. 

"It was an honor to be the first LCS crew to bring 
Independence to a foreign port," said Cmdr. Gerald Olin, 
commanding officer of the ship's Gold Crew. "We appreciated 
the city's hospitality and enjoyed the opportunity to share this 
one-of-a-kind ship with members of the Mexican Navy." 

Independence departs Manzanillo to complete its journey 
to the ship's homeport of San Diego, where it will arrive later 
this week. 

"This was a great opportunity for the crew to enjoy some 
time off after close to five months on-hull," said Cmdr. David 
Back, executive officer of Independence's Gold Crew. 
"Everyone got a chance to recharge, and now we're ready to 
continue the transit and bring our Sailors home to San Diego." 
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11. USS Gunston Hall Departs Albania With Lasting Impressions 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 29 APR 12) ... Mass Communications Specialist 3rd Class Jonathan Sunderman, Amphibious Squadron 8 
Public Affairs 

DURESS, Albania -- USS Gunston Hall (LSD 44) 
departed the Republic of Albania, April 27, after a scheduled 
port visit where the crew participated in numerous events 
including a reception and a community relations (COMREL) 
project. 

Gunston Hall Sailors and Marines will leave with many 
lasting memories of strengthened relationships with their ally 

through a reception held aboard the ship and a COMREL held 
at an orphanage. 

The COMREL, which was a two day effort, was held at 
the Bethany Christian Orphanage in Tirana, Albania. The 
project consisted of 60 Marines and Sailors completing a 
playground renovation that previously was overrun with 
weeds and grass. 
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"Well over 100 Sailors and Marines volunteered, but we 
ended up using just more than half the volunteers," said Lt. 
Jeff Augustin, Gunston Hall's chaplain. "We're a small ship 
that packs a big punch." 

The team completed a drainage ditch that ran under the 
playground. The ditch should prevent future flooding on the 
playground. They also pulled weeds and provided overall 
beautification to the overall compound. 

Finally, they engaged on a larger drainage project that 
redirects water away from one of the building's foundations to 
a sewer. That ditch should prevent further erosion to the 
roadway and children's living quarters. 

"The staff and children of Bethany Christian Orphanage 
will have a fantastic summer on their newly renovated 
playground and will not have to worry about future erosion on 
their road network or building due to the hard work and efforts 
of the volunteers from the USS Gunston Hall," said Maj. Mark 
T. Berlenbach, U.S. Army bilateral affairs officer, assistant 
chief, office of defense cooperation Albania, United States 
Embassy. 

Another highlight of the Gunston Hall's visit to Albania 
was a reception held on board the ship while in Duress. 

"This is a momentous occasion. It has been over nine 
years since we [U.S. Navy] have had a ship pier side here in 
Duress," said Vice Adm. Frank C. Pandolfe, Commander, 
U.S. 6th Fleet. "A way we get to strengthen our teamwork 
[U.S. and Albania] is through port visits like this one. Where 
our Sailors and Marines get to visit this beautiful country and 
make good friends." 

During the reception, Pandolfe and Gunston Hall's chain 
of command socialized with the local officials, military 
members. 

"It is an honor to be here. I understand that we are the first 
ship to come pier side in Duress in quite some time," said 
Capt. Andy Loiselle, commanding officer of USS Gunston 
Hall, addressing the audience during the reception. "The entire 
crew aboard Gunston Hall takes immense pride in knowing 
that we are here today to develop and improve upon all 
relations with our fabulous NATO allies." 

In conjunction with the reception, the crew of Gunston 
Hall offered guided tours of the ship to the distinguished 
visitors, showing them how day-to-day operations are carried 
out, as well as life aboard a U. S. Navy ship. 

"It's really a great honor to be on board the USS Gunston 
Hall," said Deborah Jones, U.S. charge d' affairs to Albania. "I 
think the impressive tour that we just experienced underscores 
the importance of the hard work of USS Gunston Hall and of 
course, the extraordinary work of the U.S. Navy." 

"I'm sure that this port call will be quite memorable for 
the members of Gunston Hall, and I believe that its impact on 
Albania will be just as lasting," said Jones. "We look forward 
to many more visits and appreciate the opportunity that you, 
Adm. Pandolfe, and Captain Loiselle have given us to come 
tour your ship." 

"This visit, along with the COMREL project, will go a 
long way in strengthening our ties with this key ally," said 
Capt. Mark H. Scovill, commodore of the Iwo Jima 
Amphibious Ready Group. "Gunston Hall did a great job." 

Gunston Hall is part of the Iwo Jima Amphibious Ready 
Group with the embarked 24th Marine Expeditionary Unit. 
Gunston Hall is currently deployed in support of maritime 
security operations and theater security cooperation efforts in 
the U.S. 6th Fleet area of responsibility. 
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12. NMCB 133 Bridge Detail Builds Confidence, Knowledge During Command Post Exercise 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 28 APR 12) ... Lt. j.g. Alberto Crespo, NMCB 133 Public Affairs 

GULFPORT, Miss. -- Naval Mobile Construction 
Battalion (NMCB) 133's Bridge Detail (Bridge Det) 
participated in its third command post exercise (CPX) April 23 
- 27 to get ready for the battalion's upcoming field training 
exercise (FTX) and deployment. 

"This was our third CPX this homeport," said Lt. j.g. 
Mathew Ward, Bridge Det's command post watch officer. 
"We're using them as part of our FTX preparations. It is our 
goal to maximize our training with the CPX scenarios so that 
our FTX has no major surprises. Ultimately, we want the 
troops to succeed with the CPX so that we can continue to 
build their confidence in themselves for our upcoming 
deployment." 

Bridge Det's training included conducting a sweep of their 
operating area as part of the exercise. This entailed 
coordination with NMCB 133's Convoy Security Element 
(CSE) to arrange for a convoy to the camp area. Prior to 
setting up their camp, that included full power generation and 
communications equipment, Bridge Det. needed to secure the 
area just as they will during their FTX. To make the 
experience more realistic the detail was located at a different 
training area aboard Naval Construction Battalion Center 
(NCBC) Gulfport than that of the Main body command 
operations center. 

Some of the training scenarios included simulated 
chemical, biological and radiological (CBR) attacks, snipers 
firing into the camp and unhappy civilians protesting the 
detail's presence at the camp's front gate. All of these 
scenarios are ones that they could potentially face during a 
deployment. Additionally, Bridge Det's Seabees were given an 
opportunity to familiarize themselves with their 
communications equipment which is vital for effective 
command and control. 

Steelworker 1st Class Joshua Baker acted as Bridge Det's 
Exercise Control Group (ECG) representative and was on 
hand to evaluate the detail's performance during the training 
scenarios. 

"Bridge Det did nothing but blossom during CPX 3," said 
Baker. "There was a vast difference from the start to end in the 
timeliness of reporting and dealing with scenarios. Bridge Det 
was successful on CPX 3 and there is no doubt they will have 
a successful FTX and deployment." 

Not only did the junior troops get some much needed 
training, but some of the more senior troops got to dust off 
their skill sets as well. 

Builder 1st Class Phillip Baranowski, a command post 
watch chief, said, "This CPX, being the third one for 2012, 
was by far the most successful yet. Standing the watch chief 
position, I saw that the troops were very receptive to the 
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training and that their motivation was at an all time high. The 
level of knowledge gained through this evolution will lead to a 

successful FTX." 
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13. U.S. Navy Lacks Ability To Operate In Arctic, Games Reveal 
It's short on everything from bases and ships to clothing, communications. 
(KODIAK (AK) DAILY MIRROR 28 APR 12) ... Nicole Klauss 

KODIAK -- In six oceans, the U.S. Navy is considered 
the master. In the seventh, the Arctic Ocean, it will rely on 
others. 

As global warming opens the Arctic Ocean to commercial 
and industrial traffic, the U.S. Navy is pushing to catch up 
with Russia, Canada and even Denmark in its Arctic ability. If 
a crisis were to happen now, the Navy lacks the ability to act 
in the Arctic without the help of one of those countries or the 
Coast Guard. 

Last year, the Navy asked the War Gaming Department of 
the U.S. Naval War College to find out what the Navy needs 
for sustained operations in the Arctic. 

In the resulting 2011 Fleet Arctic Operations Game, the 
Navy learned how big its Arctic shortcomings are. As a force, 
the Navy lacks everything from bases and Arctic-capable 
ships to reliable communications and cold-weather clothing. 

While the Hollywood image of a war game involves 
commanders pushing ships around a table in response to 
threats from another country, an operations game looks at 
smaller threats. A group of 88 people, including industry 
experts, government officials and senior-level naval officers, 
participated in the game last September. 

"We looked at search and rescue, oil spill response, 
maritime domain and maritime safety and security issues," 
said Walter Berbrick, assistant research professor in the War 
Gaming Department at the Center for Naval Warfare Studies. 
"They were all fictional scenarios." 

The game's conclusions: The Navy is not adequately 
prepared to conduct long-term maritime Arctic operations; 
Arctic weather conditions increase the risk of failure; and, 
most critically, to operate in the Arctic, the Navy will need to 
lean on the U.S. Coast Guard, countries like Russia or Canada, 
or tribal and industrial partners. 

To sustain operations in the Arctic, the Navy needs ice-
capable equipment, accurate and timely environmental data, 
personnel trained to operate in extreme weather, and better 
communications systems. Much of the environmental data will 
come from other Arctic nations. 

"We have limited capability to sustain long-term 
operations in the Arctic due to inadequate icebreaking 
capability," Berbrick said. "The Navy finds itself entering a 
new realm as it relates to having to rely on other nations." 

In the past 30 years, the Coast Guard has been on point 
leading maritime Arctic operations, but as the Department of 
Defense develops more of an interest in what is going on in 
the Arctic, the Coast Guard -- a part of the Department of 
Homeland Security -- will work closely with the Navy to share 
information. 

"It's very likely that whatever operation goes on up there 
would be a joint operation," said Coast Guard Capt. Craig 
Lloyd, chief of response for the 17th Coast Guard District. 
"All of the Department of Defense and U.S. Northern 
Command is interested in what is happening in the Arctic." 

Navy submarines have visited the Arctic on an irregular 
basis for the past half-century, sailing under the Arctic ice to 
test equipment and conduct classified missions. Last spring, 
the Navy's submarine fleet brought its newest submarines, the 
Virginia-class USS New Hampshire and the Seawolf-class 
USS Connecticut, to an organized exercise beneath an ice 
station. The next such exercise has been scheduled for 2013. 

Surface ships are rarer in the Arctic. The Navy 
participates in the joint Northern Edge exercise in the Gulf of 
Alaska during odd-numbered years. In 2009, it brought the 
aircraft carrier John C. Stennis north. Last year, the cruiser 
USS Lake Erie and destroyer USS Decatur came north. 

Trips to the true Arctic -- defined as north of the Aleutian 
Islands -- are still more infrequent, due to a lack of 
icebreakers. The Navy turned over its last icebreaker to the 
U.S. Coast Guard in 1966. 

In an Arctic emergency, the Coast Guard has some 
resources in place and might take a lead role over the Navy. 
The Coast Guard routinely sends a Coast Guard C-130 from 
Kodiak to the Arctic to patrol and it has relationships with 
people who live and work in the Arctic. During the summer 
the Coast Guard conducts operations in the Arctic to prepare 
for law enforcement, oil spills and search and rescue. 

This summer, the Coast Guard will deploy cutters to the 
Arctic Ocean for regular patrols. 

Navy officials understand the need to conduct exercises in 
the Arctic so they can get ready for the real thing but they 
don't have a strategy. 

"We are the only Arctic nation without an Arctic 
strategy," said U.S. Navy Cmdr. Blake McBride, Arctic affairs 
officer for Task Force Climate Change. "The Coast Guard and 
Department of Defense are working on a strategy to help 
answer the issue and advocate for capabilities." 

Aside from signing National Security Presidential 
Directive 66, which requires the U.S. to have a presence in the 
Arctic, the Arctic hasn't been a priority for the U.S. 
government, largely because there isn't an immediate military 
threat. 

"It's becoming a higher priority but we don't make our 
own priorities," McBride said. "We don't foresee a military 
threat in the Arctic but it doesn't mean we will not need to be 
able to operate there." 

The Navy's future plans to conduct operations in the 
Arctic largely depend on the budget. 

"It's all about the money," McBride said. "If you don't 
have the budget or funds to invest in manpower and 
equipment, then you don't have anything." 

The Navy has an "Arctic Roadmap" that discusses the 
Navy's plans for the Arctic through 2014. 

Navy officials have done the work called for in phases 
one and two of the roadmap, which largely consisted of 
developing research, assessing fleet readiness, completing 
capabilities-based assessments like the Fleet Arctic Operations 
Game, and formalizing cooperative agreements. 
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The biggest hurdle comes in the next phase, which calls 
for funding equipment and Arctic training. Navy officials say 

they are drafting a budget request to address those items. 
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14. Navy Officials: Pilot Error Caused August Crash Near Corpus Christi 
(CORPUS CHRISTI CALLER TIMES 27 APR 12) ... Mark Collette 

CORPUS CHRISTI — A Navy training plane crash in the 
Gulf of Mexico in August was caused by pilot error, a Navy 
investigation determined. 

Two pilots, an instructor and a student, bailed out south of 
Bob Hall Pier on August 24 after losing control of their T-34C 
Turbomentor, a two-seat propeller plane, that was part of 
Training Squadron 28 at Naval Air Station Corpus Christi. 

According to a report obtained under the federal Freedom 
of Information Act, Rear Adm. William Sizemore, chief of 
naval air training, concluded that the instructor waited too 
long to assume the controls after the student pilot made a 
common error. 

The pilots lost control with the plane upside down and 
spinning. 

Sizemore wrote that it's not unusual for an instructor to 
allow the student to commit an error, but that it shouldn't be 
allowed to progress to the point that it endangers the crew. 

"The decision to bail out was the first correct decision 
(the instructor) made in a long series of bad decisions based on 
being complacent in the aircraft," Sizemore wrote. 

The pilots bailed out of the plane while it was upside-
down and parachuted into the water. Within 10 minutes, a 
Coast Guard helicopter reached the site, about 12 miles from 
the naval air station, and a rescue swimmer helped the pilots to 
safety. They were evaluated at a hospital and released within 
hours. The Navy did not release the names of the pilots. 

The report recommended that trainers re-emphasize 
procedures for dealing with student errors, preventing loss of 
control, and recovering control. 
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GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
15. U.S. Looks To South America To Help In Pacific 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 28 APR 12) ... Lolita C. Baldor 

ABOARD A U.S. MILITARY AIRCRAFT — In these 
days of shrinking U.S. defense budgets, the Obama 
administration is looking to South America to help monitor 
and protect the Asia-Pacific region in the years ahead. 

During visits to Colombia, Brazil and Chile this past 
week, Pentagon chief Leon Panetta underscored their 
importance as military partners in the Pacific, where China is 
challenging U.S. influence in a number of countries. As those 
defense relationships grow, officials say it can only help U.S. 
economic and political ties across South America. 

Panetta's talks also focused on how the U.S. can support 
their military efforts, including those directed at the expanding 
threat of cyber attacks, according to several senior defense 
officials who spoke on condition of anonymity because the 
meetings were private. 

U.S. officials left the region thinking that at some point 
there may be opportunities to talk with South American 
nations about helping to train Afghan forces after NATO 
combat troops leave at the end of 2014. Officials would 
provide no details on which countries might eventually be 
willing to take on some of the training mission, which will 
need advisers as other NATO nations withdraw their troops. 

With the U.S. turning its focus from Iraq and Afghanistan, 
the Pentagon’s new military strategy puts more importance on 
the Asia-Pacific region. North Korea is a growing threat, while 
China is building its military and working to expand its 
political and economic influence. 

The Pentagon is poised to move more forces to the 
Pacific, including rotating units in and out of Australia. The 
U.S. has long provided training, equipment, assistance and a 
security umbrella for many in the region. With looming 
budget cuts that will reduce the size of the military, the U.S. is 
looking to South American countries to be more active global 
partners. 

"The United States, just like other countries, are facing 
budget constrictions, which are going to affect the future," 
Panetta told reporters at a news conference in Brazil. "And 
what we believe is that the best way to approach the future is 
to develop partnerships, alliances, to develop relationships 
with other countries, share information, share assistance, share 
capabilities, and in that way we can provide greater security 
for the future." 

Panetta would like to see South American countries use 
their greater military capability to train some Central 
American nations that are not as advanced. 

Defense chiefs Juan Carlos Pinzon of Colombia, Celso 
Amorim of Brazil and Andres Allamand of Chile brought up 
cyber threats as a major concern, including incidents of hacker 
attacks and data thefts, U.S. defense officials said. 

The three countries, one official said, want help from the 
U.S. in hardening their computer networks against breaches 
and increasing their technological skills. The official said there 
is a recognition of how vulnerable they are, and they want to 
learn more about the nature of the threat and how to combat it. 

That threat is likely to involve China, which is steadily 
gaining as a top trading partner and economic developer in 
South America. It's surpassing the U.S. in trade with Brazil, 
Chile and Peru, and is a close second in Argentina and 
Colombia. 

For the first time, U.S. intelligence officials publicly 
called out China late last year as a significant cyber threat. 
While they did not directly tie attacks to the Beijing 
government, they said the Chinese are systematically stealing 
American high-tech data for their own economic gain. The 
unusually forceful public report seemed to signal a new, more 
vocal U.S. government campaign against the cyber attacks. 

The Pentagon’s clandestine National Security Agency is 
an acknowledged world leader in cyber technologies. U.S. 
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officials have struggled to work out ways for the government 
to help other nations, as well as the private sector in the U.S., 
shore up critical networks. 

To date, however, countries around the world have not 
come up with any detailed agreements on how best to work 
together. These issues present legal and political challenges, 
including conflicting laws and the lack of broadly accepted 
international guidelines for Internet oversight. 

Panetta made it clear that cybersecurity was "a whole new 
arena" that all the nations are concerned about. He also 

encouraged South American nations to expand their security 
efforts to other regions, including Africa. 

"The United States must remain a global power," Panetta 
said during a speech in Brazil. "But ... more and more nations 
are making and must make an important contribution to global 
security. We welcome and encourage this new reality because 
frankly it makes the world safer and all of our nations 
stronger." 
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16. Japan Leader In U.S. Visit To Pledge Security Efforts 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 30 APR 12) ... Yuka Hayashi 

TOKYO—Japan's prime minister takes to the White 
House Monday a pledge to expand Tokyo's role in regional 
security, a significant shift for a country whose pacifist 
constitution has limited its military activities outside its 
borders for more than 60 years. 

Prime Minister Yoshihiko Noda's message will be 
welcome news for his host, President Barack Obama, who is 
seeking to rebalance the U.S. defense posture toward Asia. 
The American leader faces the challenge of countering China's 
rising military power and taming North Korea's nuclear 
ambitions even as the Pentagon's budget shrinks amid pressure 
for fiscal austerity. U.S. officials are counting on Japan, 
America's biggest ally in the region, to step up its own 
activities to enhance American clout. 

"Japan will promote…enhancement of its defense posture 
in the area, including the Southwestern Islands, in 
coordination with the U.S. strategy of focusing on the Asia-
Pacific region," Mr. Noda told The Wall Street Journal, 
referring to a chain of islands in the East China Sea over 
which China and Japan have clashed. "We will enhance 
security and defense cooperation between Japan and the U.S." 

The change in Japan's strategy—though still modest—was 
demonstrated in a joint statement issued by the two nations 
Friday. While the focus was the reshuffling of U.S. troops 
stationed on Japan's southern island of Okinawa, it included a 
number of concrete measures that would spread Japan's 
military presence throughout the region. 

The two nation will develop the American-controlled 
Pacific island of Guam as "a strategic hub" and consider 
building joint training facilities there and on nearby islands—a 
move that would establish for the first time a permanent 
Japanese military presence on U.S. territory. Mr. Noda said 
one possible location would be the Northern Mariana Islands. 
American planes took off from there at the end of World War 
II to drop atomic bombs on Hiroshima and Nagasaki. 

"This kind of effort will lead to further enhancement of 
interoperability through the broadening of bilateral dynamic 
defense cooperation," Japan's leader told the Journal. Mr. 
Noda's comments came in response to written questions 
submitted by the Journal last week. His written answers were 
provided Friday by a spokesman. 

Japans' postwar constitution forbids the use of arms in 
international conflict, but its Self-Defense Forces have slowly 
increased their role overseas in recent years, prodded by the 
U.S. They've taken part in peacekeeping operations and 
supported functions such as the refueling of coalition ships 

during the Iraq War. The SDF recently opened its first 
overseas base, in Djibouti, to aid in fighting piracy. 

Mr. Noda, who took office in September, is the first prime 
minister to visit Washington for an official bilateral meeting 
since his Democratic Party of Japan came to power in 2009. 
The DPJ broke nearly half a century of one-party rule by the 
Liberal Democratic Party, which was long valued in 
Washington for preserving and expanding the U.S.-Japan 
alliance during the Cold War. 

The Noda-Obama agenda will range broadly, including 
subjects such as regional trade agreements and strategies on 
North Korea and Afghanistan as well as defense cooperation. 
A senior Obama administration official told reporters Friday 
that a primary goal of the meeting will be to "set out their 
common vision for the partnership and for the alliance 
throughout the 21st century"—an effort hampered by frequent 
changes in Japanese leadership. Mr. Noda will meet Mr. 
Obama at the White House Monday morning, followed by a 
working lunch. Secretary of State Hilary Clinton will host a 
gala dinner. 

Japan's new eagerness to contribute to regional security 
and amplify the American regional role comes as nations in 
the Western Pacific grow increasingly nervous about China's 
rising military power. Australia has agreed to host 2,500 U.S. 
Marines in Darwin, while Singapore plans to station several 
U.S. Navy warships for joint drills region-wide. The 
Philippines is also negotiating to increase local presence of 
U.S. military. 

Mr. Noda, while calling his country's ties to China "one of 
the most significant bilateral relations for us," said in the 
written interview that he remains cautious about Japan's 
increasingly powerful neighbor. He said that Japan's expanded 
military efforts around Asia "are not aimed at any particular 
country or region," but continued in the same answer to say 
that "we encourage China's responsible and constructive role 
on regional and global issues and its adherence to international 
norms of behavior." He added: "We call for improvement of 
transparency with respect to China's military modernization 
and activities." 

With an eye on China's naval buildup and North Korea's 
missile firings, Japan in late 2010 updated its defense 
guidelines to emphasize maritime and air surveillance, island 
defense and beefing up cooperation with allies, including the 
U.S. 

Giving such cooperation a further push, Japan in 
December ended a four-decade ban on weapons shipments. 
Tokyo has also recently pledged to rejigger its official 
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development aid to emphasize strategic purposes, such as by 
giving patrol boats to coastal states in the region. That has 
enabled Japan to provide other nations with military 
equipment without increasing its defense spending. Tokyo is 
currently looking into providing patrol ships to the 
Philippines. 

At $59.3 billion, Japan's defense budget in 2011 was the 
sixth-largest in the world and the second largest in Asia after 
China, according to Stockholm International Peach Research 
Institute. 

"How to find smart and effective solutions when money is 
tight is a common theme between the U.S. and Japan, and 
other allies," said Tsuneo Watanabe, director of policy 
research at Tokyo Foundation, a private think tank. 

Closer cooperation from allies like Japan is exactly what 
the U.S. is looking for. When Mr. Obama in January proposed 
a historic shift in the U.S. defense strategy to increase 
emphasis on Asia as it winds down long wars in Iraq and 
Afghanistan, his plan came with an 8% cut in the nation's 
military spending over 10 years. 

"A reduction in resources will require innovative and 
creative solutions to maintain our support for allied and 
partner interoperability and building partner capacity," the 
defense department said in a statement as Mr. Obama initiated 
the review of the strategy. 

Japan is seeking also to strengthen its economic ties with 
the U.S. The two leaders will discuss an ambitious regional 
free-trade agreement, the Trans-Pacific Partnership, that aims 
in principle to eliminate all tariffs among member nations. The 
U.S. is among a handful of nations trying to complete TPP 
talks before the end of the year. Japan's participation would 
expand the agreement significantly and also aid its exporters, 
but strong domestic opposition, particularly from farmers and 
farm lobbies, has kept Tokyo from making commitments 
needed to join the talks. U.S. lawmakers want Japan to further 
liberalize its market in areas such as agriculture, autos and 
insurance before joining the talks. 

Mr. Noda said it was "significantly important that Japan 
and the U.S. work together" to spur regional economic growth 
and to establish trade and investment rules, but he fell short of 
declaring his commitment to join the TPP talks. 
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17. Delicate Talks On Chinese Activist 
Awkward timing for U.S. diplomacy; Protection of dissident complicates Clinton trip 
(WASHINGTON POST 29 APR 12) ... Keith B. Richburg and Steven Mufson 

BEIJING — Local and overseas activists said Saturday 
that the U.S. and Chinese governments were locked in delicate 
diplomatic negotiations over the fate of Chen Guangcheng, the 
blind lawyer who fled from house arrest last Sunday and is 
thought to be in Beijing under U.S. protection. 

Those negotiations could be complicated by what activists 
in Beijing say is the dissident's desire not to seek political 
asylum in the United States but to remain in China to continue 
his campaign for democratic rights and the rule of law. 

"He believes that China is in a period of intensive changes 
now, and it's not far away from the final fundamental change," 
said Hu Jia, a Beijing activist who said he met with Chen on 
Wednesday. "He told me he didn't want to ask for political 
asylum in the U.S. Instead, he wants to ‘stay in this land and 
continue to fight.'" 

U.S. foreign policy experts said that would put the United 
States in an unenviable diplomatic position on the eve of 
annual meetings on strategic and economic matters. They 
noted that although American diplomats have repeatedly urged 
senior Chinese officials to end abusive treatment of Chen, the 
Obama administration would not want to be drawn into 
negotiating the terms of Chen's living conditions in China, 
which Chinese officials would likely see as interference in 
their internal affairs. 

At the same time, experts said, U.S. diplomats do not 
want to see Chen leave the embassy if he is going to be 
detained again, an outcome that would set off an uproar in the 
international human rights community. As it is, several of the 
people who say they helped Chen during his escape have been 
detained, activists said Saturday. 

"This is a pivotal moment for U.S. human rights 
diplomacy," Bob Fu, president of the Texas-based Christian 
human rights group ChinaAid, said in a statement. "Because 
of Chen's wide popularity, the Obama Administration must 
stand firmly with him or risk losing credibility as a defender of 

freedom and the rule of law. If there is a reason why Chinese 
dissidents revere the U.S., it is for a moment like this." 

Frank Jannuzi, head of Amnesty International's 
Washington office, said that the past mistreatment of Chen 
suggests that he should not be handed back without a Chinese 
government commitment to respect his rights. He added: 
"Whether he wants to leave the country should be a choice he 
makes, not one forced upon him by the U.S. government or 
Chinese government." 

"This is one of those issues where there literally are no 
good options," said Kenneth Lieberthal, a Brookings 
Institution senior fellow and former senior director for Asia on 
the National Security Council. "There is just no good way to 
manage this. I don't envy the people in State and the White 
House who have to figure out how to walk the line on this 
one." 

With Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton and 
Treasury Secretary Timothy F. Geithner due in Beijing on 
Tuesday for talks, Lieberthal said that "the best that can 
happen here is we negotiate an early departure from China" 
for Chen. 

An Unusual Test 
Yet some China experts say that Chen poses an unusual 

test for the country's central government. Unlike many other 
political dissidents, Chen has not been convicted of a crime 
other than obstructing traffic, and he already completed his 
lengthy sentence for that. Since then, he has been held by what 
he described in a video this week as a group of local police 
and thugs who have beaten him and his wife and prevented 
visitors from seeing him. 

"There is a really, really outside chance that the central 
Chinese authorities would take this opportunity to ride in on a 
white horse and clean this up and say they were defending the 
rule of law. But it is unlikely," Lieberthal said. "At the end of 
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the day, he is going to have to leave China or leave the 
embassy and see what he faces." 

Chen's escape and the possible involvement of the U.S. 
Embassy in sheltering him come at an already challenging 
time for China's Communist rulers, who are grappling with the 
gravest political crisis here since the Tiananmen Square 
crackdown of 1989. The firing of and investigation into once-
rising star Bo Xilai, the former Chongqing party secretary, and 
the arrest of Bo's wife on suspicion of murder have exposed 
high-level corruption and leadership rifts just months ahead of 
what was supposed to be a carefully choreographed hand-over 
of power this fall. 

The Chen case could push human rights issues to the 
forefront of this week's talks, which are supposed to focus on 
issues such as trade, currency appreciation, Iran sanctions and 
North Korea. 

Another contentious issue at the talks could be a letter the 
White House legislative affairs director sent Friday to Sen. 
John Cornyn (R-Tex.), assuring him that the administration 
would give "serious consideration" to Cornyn's proposal to 
sell new F-16C/D fighter planes to Taiwan. Cornyn, whose 
state includes plants belonging to the fighter-jet manufacturer 
Lockheed Martin, had earlier lifted his hold on Mark Lippert's 
appointment as assistant secretary of defense for Asian and 
Pacific security affairs, a post that has been vacant for more 
than a year. 

So far, however, both the United States and China have 
maintained a cautious silence on the Chen affair. Asked about 
it Friday, Chinese Vice Foreign Minister Cui Tiankai said 
simply, "I have no information to give you." 

Associates Detained 
Meanwhile, further details emerged about Chen's journey 

over the past week. Hu Jia said he and Chen met in the same 
room in Beijing where Chen recorded the video, broadcast on 
YouTube, in which he calls on Chinese Premier Wen Jiabao to 
protect his family and investigate corruption in Linyi city, in 
Shandong province, where Chen's home village of Dongshigu 
is located. Hu described wearing a raincoat for concealment 
when he went to meet Chen at a safe house and said that to 
avoid being tracked, he did not take a cellphone. 

He said that after their meeting, which lasted more than 
an hour, Chen moved to a new secret location. "We discussed 
where was a safe place for him in Beijing," Hu said. "But we 

couldn't figure out any absolutely safe place in Beijing except 
the U.S. Embassy." 

Li Jinsong, Chen's attorney in the 2006 case that sent him 
to prison for more than four years, said that while he was 
imprisoned, Chen had turned down offers from various foreign 
diplomats for political asylum. 

"So, I prefer to believe that he entered the U.S. Embassy 
just for the sake of his personal security, rather than applying 
for political asylum," Li said, adding: "But he still has great 
confidence in China's top leaders," particularly Wen. 

Chinese security police, meanwhile, began rounding up 
many of the activists who helped Chen escape. Shortly after 
Hu spoke with The Washington Post and other media outlets 
Saturday, he called at about 5:30 p.m. to say he was in a police 
car being taken in for questioning. 

"They said I violated regulations by talking too much to 
the media," Hu said. Hu was released from prison in June after 
being convicted of "inciting subversion of state authority." 
Since then, he said, his political rights — including the 
freedom to speak with journalists — have been restricted. Hu 
said he expected to be detained for eight hours — the 
maximum time police can legally hold a suspect for 
questioning, although that rule is routinely ignored. 

Also detained was Guo Yushan, director of a privately 
funded think tank called the Transition Institute and an activist 
who helped victims of a 2008 scandal involving tainted milk 
products. Guo helped shuttle Chen around Beijing in his car to 
secret hideouts and was briefly involved in a car chase with 
police, Hu said. Guo had called Hu at about 10:30 p.m. Friday 
to say that he was walking outside and being tailed by security 
agents. 

The Beijing activists were also concerned about the fate 
of their Nanjing-based colleague He Pei-rong, also known as 
Pearl, who had driven Chen to Beijing but was arrested after 
returning to Nanjing. 

The activists said that He's only role was to bring Chen to 
the capital and that they deliberately left her in the dark about 
the plan to get him into the hands of U.S. diplomats. 

Chen's brother and nephew were also detained, and there 
were growing fears for the safety of Chen's wife, mother and 
daughter, left behind in the village. Chen said in his video that 
he wanted assurances that they would not be harmed any 
further. 
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18. Joint Naval Drill 'Complete Success' 
Chinese, Russian military officials show enthusiasm for closer ties 
(CHINA DAILY 28 APR 12) ... Zhao Shengnan and Cui Haipei 

Chinese and Russian navies announced the conclusion of 
a six-day joint naval exercise on Friday, with Russian 
warships departing from a naval base in Qingdao, Shandong 
province. 

The Chinese navy is committed to pursuing peace, but is 
able and willing to safeguard it through warfare if necessary, 
Rear Admiral Duan Zhangxian, deputy chief of staff of the 
People’s Liberation Army Navy, said on Friday. 

“The Chinese navy strives for peace. However, if anyone 
infringes on the country’s peace, we will not be afraid to fight 
for it,” said Duan, who is also the executive director of the 
Chinese navy for the drill. 

The two navies improved mutual understanding, 
capabilities and confidence during the drill, which added to 
China’s experience in hosting such exercises, said Duan. 

A total of 16 vessels and two submarines from the 
Chinese navy and seven Russian ships, led by the flagship 
Russian cruiser Varyag, participated in the defense exercises, 
according to official reports. 

The drill focused on joint maritime air defense and the 
safeguarding of shipping lanes, with exercises involving joint 
escort, search and rescue operations, anti-submarine tactics 
and counter-piracy operations. 

Vice-Admiral Ding Yiping, China’s general director for 
the joint exercise, described it as a “complete success” and 
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“pioneering." According to preliminary reports, both navies 
performed excellently during the ammunition drill, which was 
conducted on Wednesday and Thursday. 

China and Russia will continue to expand cooperation and 
increase efforts to make the naval drill a regular one in future, 
said Duan, adding that naval officials from both sides show 
enthusiasm for further collaboration. 

Russian Naval Deputy Chief of Staff Rear Admiral 
Leonid Sukhanov said on Thursday that Russia’s navy was 
willing to explore future cooperation opportunities with its 
Chinese counterpart, since both countries share a long history 
of cooperation and exchanges. 

The drill is a good opportunity to learn from each other, 
as the Chinese navy has made significant progress in recent 
years, said Li Jie, a researcher from the Naval Military Studies 
Research Institute. 

The two navies took concrete steps to increase military 
transparency through the exercise, said Ren Yuanzhe, a 
researcher at China Foreign Affairs University. 

The Associated Press said that recent technological 
advances in China have made the country far less dependent 
on Russian weaponry, while AFP questioned the value China 
would receive from holding exercises with Russia, given 
Moscow’s diminished military role in the world. 

Most of China’s weaponry used in the drill was 
independently developed, but Russia’s military technology is 
still more advanced, said Zhang Junshe, deputy director of the 
Naval Military Studies Research Institute. 

“More importantly, the joint exercise with Russia, 
China’s strategic partner, benefits the maritime interests of 
both countries, as well as regional peace and stability,” he 
said. 
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19. Philippines Role May Expand As U.S. Adjusts Asia Strategy 
(NEW YORK TIMES 30 APR 12) ... Floyd Whaley 

FORT MAGSAYSAY, the Philippines — The squad 
from the United States Army’s 196th Infantry Brigade was 
moving quietly through the hills of Luzon Island when the 
staccato bursts of machine gun fire sent them into action. 

About a dozen soldiers fired into the surrounding 
mountains, while a small contingent broke away to make a 
direct assault on the hidden gunmen. After a brief, intense gun 
battle, the squad cleared the area. 

The firefight was part of joint military exercises whose 
message, at least in part, appeared to be clear despite 
proclamations to the contrary. The exercises included mock 
beach invasions along coastlines facing China, whose military 
buildup and territorial claims in the South China Sea have 
alarmed some of its neighbors and jumpstarted the United 
States’ military “pivot” to the region. 

That American policy, which will include sending more 
troops and ships to the region, appears to have picked up 
speed in recent weeks. 

On Thursday, Japan and the United States announced 
what was effectively a compromise on Okinawa that calls for 
thousands of Marines to leave for Guam and Hawaii in an 
attempt to allow others to remain on the strategic Japanese 
island despite local objections. And on Monday, Secretary of 
State Hillary Rodham Clinton and Secretary of Defense Leon 
E. Panetta will meet their Philippine counterparts in 
Washington, the highest level meeting after months of talks to 
expand the American military presence in the Philippines. 

Ramping up the number of troops in the Philippines — 
even if they are rotating in and out from temporary bases — 
would still be something of a reversal for the nation after 
Philippine lawmakers years ago forced the closing of 
American bases, including the shuttering in 1992 of the Subic 
Bay Naval Station. The base, which had been a cornerstone of 
the United States’ military presence in Asia, was a casualty of 
some Filipinos’ sense that the facility served as a painful 
reminder of decades of American rule. 

Such feelings still exist among some Filipinos; hundreds 
protested in Manila against the recent joint exercises and as 
talks in Washington approached, activists sent out a media 
alert of planned protests Monday near the American Embassy. 

(The alert included a fake government seal, labeling the 
Foreign Ministry a “U.S. satellite office.”) 

But fear of a rising China has confirmed for many 
Filipinos--including President Benigno S. Aquino III--that the 
country needs an increased American military presence. A 
continuing standoff with China over Scarborough Shoal, in 
which patrol boats from both nations are positioned near the 
rock outcroppings, has added to concerns about the 
Philippines' vulnerability. 

“Washington and Manila seem destined to having much 
warmer ties than at any time since the fall of the Marcos 
regime,” James Hardy, the Asia Pacific editor for IHS Jane’s 
Defence Weekly, said in an e-mail. “China’s increasing 
belligerence in the South China Sea is pushing the Philippines 
into the U.S.’s arms.” 

A Congressional Research Service report published this 
month called the relationship with the Philippines “a key link 
in the evolving U.S. foreign policy ‘pivot’ or ‘rebalancing’ 
toward Asia, particularly Southeast Asia.” 

Despite the closing of Subic Bay, the American military 
presence in the Philippines has grown in recent years. Beside 
the joint military exercises that occur annually, the United 
States keeps about 600 troops at a time in the Philippines, 
many of them trainers assisting in counterterrorism efforts in 
the south. The mission started the year after the Sept. 11, 
2001, terrorism attacks in the United States as the Bush 
administration sought to smother terrorist groups worldwide, 
especially those linked to Al Qaeda. 

The renewed interest in building up military relations with 
the Philippines has been evident for months. In November, 
Mrs. Clinton traveled to Manila and proclaimed, on the deck 
of a United States warship in Manila Bay, continued military 
support for the Philippines. She also irritated the Chinese by 
referring to an area of the South China Sea as the West 
Philippine Sea, a name used by the Philippines but not other 
nations. (The Scarborough Shoal lies within those waters.) 

Several members of Congress have also visited the 
country in recent months to discuss military cooperation, 
including John McCain, Republican of Arizona, and Joseph 
Lieberman, independent of Connecticut, both senior members 
of the Senate Armed Services Committee. 
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The political sensitivity over American troops in a former 
colony goes a long way toward explaining how carefully both 
Philippine and American officials have presented negotiations 
over possibly increasing military ties. 

Raul Hernandez, a spokesman for the Philippine 
Department of Foreign Affairs, stressed in a recent interview 
that permanent United States military bases were not being 
considered. 

“We are fine-tuning and readjusting our engagement,” he 
said. “We are talking about more frequent visits and more 
engagement with the United States, not about military bases. 
What is very sure, whatever arrangements are made, they will 
conform to our laws and our Constitution.” 

That type of relationship, in fact, is emblematic of what 
American officials say the new “pivot” will mainly look like. 
Reflecting the stated need to shrink the military budget, and 
the difficulties in winning approval for permanent bases 
abroad, the new security strategy called for more rotational 
deployments. 

In those cases, American troops would be operating on a 
temporary basis in other countries and live in less permanent 
facilities. 

For those Filipinos sensitive to increased forces, there 
may not be much of a distinction between permanent and 
temporary. 

A preview of what such arrangements might look like can 
be found on the southern island of Mindanao. At a Philippine 
military base in Zamboanga, a city there, several hundred 
members of the United States military have been serving on a 
rotating basis — for nearly a decade. 

The Joint Special Operations Task Force Philippines has a 
public affairs officer, a dedicated Web site and a mess hall 

outfitted by the same agency that stocks American military 
base dining facilities around the world. 

The Zamboanga facility also has videoconferencing 
services for soldiers to communicate with their families. 

In 2009, a Philippine Navy lieutenant, Nancy Gadian, told 
the Philippine Senate that when she was stationed in 
Mindanao, she had worked with the Americans serving there. 
She testified that the United States had built “permanent 
structures” at sites around the southern Philippines that are 
off-limits to the Philippine military. The United States 
consistently says it has no permanent bases in the country. 

Though the Zamboanga facility has many hallmarks of an 
overseas base, its Web site says: “U.S. forces are temporarily 
deployed to the Philippines in a strictly noncombat role to 
advise and assist the AFP” — the Armed Forces of the 
Philippines — to “share information, and to conduct joint 
civil-military operations.” 

While the details of a potential increase in the United 
States military presence have not been announced, there may 
be a clue in a recent business deal as to what may be about to 
happen. On April 18, a subsidiary of Huntington Ingalls 
Industries, a United States defense contractor, announced a 
deal to work with Hanjin Heavy Industries, which maintains a 
shipbuilding and repair facility at the former base at Subic 
Bay. That opens the door to large-scale servicing of United 
States military ships there for the first time in almost 20 years. 

In a news release announcing the deal, Huntington Ingalls 
said the companies “will work together in providing 
maintenance, repair and logistics services to the U.S. Navy 
and other customers in the Western Pacific region.” 
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20. DFA Chief To Seek U.S. 'Reaffirmation' 
(PHILIPPINE STAR 29 APR 12) 

MANILA, Philippines - As China continued to display its 
aggressive stance in Panatag (Scarborough) Shoal, Foreign 
Affairs Secretary Albert del Rosario said yesterday he would 
seek “reaffirmation” from the United States on its 
commitment to come to the country’s aid if shots are fired and 
the Philippines’ sovereignty is threatened. 

“The U.S. had stated last year that they will honor their 
commitments under the Mutual Defense Treaty (MDT). Yes, I 
will seek a reaffirmation,” Del Rosario told The STAR before 
leaving for the U.S. yesterday morning to participate in the 
first 2+2 dialogue. 

The Department of Foreign Affairs (DFA) also revealed 
yesterday the report from Coast Guard Commandant Vice 
Admiral Edmund Tan regarding the “bullying” incident that 
happened between a Chinese fisheries command vessel and 
two Coast Guard search and rescue vessels near the entrance 
of Panatag Shoal yesterday morning. 

Citing Tan’s report, DFA spokesman Raul Hernandez 
said that the Chinese vessel approached the BRP Pampanga 
003 and later the BRP Edsa 002, generating a 2-meter wave 
but no damage was inflicted on the Philippine ships, which did 
not react to the “bullying.” 

Tan added that the actions of the Chinese vessel were 
properly documented. 

The DFA stressed, “These maneuvers by the Chinese 
vessel posed a danger to the Philippine vessels which could 
mean a violation of the International Regulations for 
Preventing Collisions of Ships at Sea (COLREGs).” 

The DFA said on Friday that China had dispatched more 
vessels as 10 Chinese vessels were sighted in the area. 

The DFA also received reports that seven Chinese fishing 
boats were also spotted inside the lagoon. 

Panatag Shoal is an integral part of Philippine territory, as 
it is only 124 nautical miles from the nearest basepoint in 
Zambales province. 

The Philippines’ claim of sovereignty in Panatag Shoal is 
supported by the United Nations Convention on the Law of 
the Sea (UNCLOS). 

On Monday, the DFA downplayed China’s warning to the 
Philippines not to involve the U.S. in the Panatag Shoal 
standoff by taking up the dispute during the April 30 meeting 
between Philippine officials and their U.S. counterparts. 

Del Rosario said on Thursday that the Philippines is 
seeking to “maximize” the benefits of the MDT during the 
2+2 meeting. 

The Philippines will seek U.S. assistance “in general” in 
order to achieve a minimum credible defense posture. 

Del Rosario said the issue in Panatag Shoal and the West 
Philippine Sea would be raised in the discussions with 
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Defense Secretary Voltaire Gazmin on maritime security 
during the April 30 meeting with Secretary of State Hillary 
Clinton and U.S. Defense Secretary Leon Panetta. 

He said, “We will certainly be discussing the freedom of 
navigation, unimpeded commerce and the West Philippine 
Sea. So it will come up under that topic.” 

Del Rosario said all countries have an interest in what is 
happening in the standoff because it is a manifestation of a 
greater threat to the navigation and commerce in the region. 

The meeting in Washington comes amid a warning by 
China not to “internationalize” the standoff as this would 
“complicate and magnify the situation.” 

Del Rosario explained that the idea of achieving a 
minimum credible defense posture is something that Manila 
should try to do and “it is something that we have neglected to 
do over the years and I think this is a good time for us to do 
it.” 

Enrile: Prepare For Legal Battle 
Meanwhile, Senate President Juan Ponce Enrile urged the 

entire nation to unite as one voice in articulating the country’s 
claim over Panatag Shoal in order to show China and the rest 
of the world that there are no doubts that it is part of the 
national territory. 

“We have to fight this militarily, legally, and politically, 
in the world of public opinion. The move of the Philippine 
government to bring to the International Court of Justice its 
case is a good move to show that we abide by rules of 
civilized international relations to settle international 
disputes,” Enrile argued. 

“Let China show its real nature of being an expansionist 
government and society. I don’t think they want that image in 
the international community. In the meantime, we must assert 
our right over this, we must not retreat,” he added. 

Enrile said that the DFA, Department of Justice, 
Philippine Coast Guard, the academe and other experts on the 
matter should work together and prepare an opinion for the 
Senate and the executive branch to consider in preparation for 
a likely legal battle with China over the shoal. 

He said that the Philippine government must make it very 
clear just what it is after, as well as the history and source of 
claims of the various states in the West Philippine Sea. 

“We should make a study on what is the customary 
international law with respect to the submerged sea beds and 
subsoil under the tide,” Enrile said. 

Enrile previously expressed confidence that the Philippine 
government has a strong case against China and that there is 
sufficient basis for the country to make its claim on the shoal. 

He said that the islands scattered in the West Philippine 
Sea were claimed by various nations in the past, including the 
Philippines, based on customary international law. 

During a public hearing of the Senate committee on 
foreign relations last Friday, Navy and Coast Guard officials 
revealed that the markers were placed and recorded on 
numerous occasions by Filipinos to demonstrate its claim over 
the shoal. 

A lighthouse was even constructed in 1965 on the shoal 
by Philippine authorities, but this was neglected and 
eventually disappeared. 

Senate foreign relations chair Sen. Loren Legarda, as well 
as former University of the Philippines College of Law dean 

Merlin Magallona, stressed the importance of reviving that 
lighthouse on the shoal, not only to demonstrate the claim of 
the country there but also to prevent ships from being 
grounded. 

In fact, Magallona noted that it was precisely the 
grounding of a British vessel there at the shoal that led to its 
being named Scarborough Shoal, after the name of the vessel. 

For the longest time the shoal was known as Bajo de 
Masinloc by Filipinos, the Spanish and Americans who first 
came to the archipelago. 

Magallona noted that the Spanish maps, as well as those 
with the National Mapping and Resource Information 
Autthority, would show that Bajo de Masinloc is part of the 
Philippine archipelago. 

He said that the Americans also conducted a geodetic 
survey and produced maps showing the same. 

Magallona argued that the shoal could even be considered 
an island on the basis of the six rock formations that protrude 
on the surface of the water even during high tide. 

According to Magallona, the government must come out 
with an official proclamation that Panatag Shoal, which falls 
within the 120-nautical mile radius from the coast of 
Zambales, is part of Philippine territory under the Treaty of 
Paris. 

Meanwhile, Henry Bensurto, secretary general of the 
Office of Maritime and Ocean Affairs Secretariat of the DFA, 
said that the proclamation has already been done with the 
passage of Republic Act 9522 or the amendment of the law 
defining the archipelagic baseline of the Philippines in April 
2009. 

Simultaneous Pullout Of Ships Proposed 
Former Speaker Jose de Venecia Jr. suggested yesterday 

that both the Philippine and Chinese ships should leave 
Panatag Shoal simultaneously to diffuse the escalating tension. 

“It is perhaps the most practical temporary solution to end 
the tension and resolve the standoff. Nobody loses face,” he 
said. 

De Venecia cited the fears of diplomatic observers that 
tension in the disputed rock formations could escalate into a 
clash. 

Bajo De Masinloc, Panatag Or Scarborough? 
Malacanang asked the media yesterday to agree on one 

name when referring to the Bajo de Masinloc or Panatag 
(Scarborough) Shoal. 

“In the same way that we shifted to West Philippine Sea 
(from South China Sea). We understand that Scarborough is 
the more familiar name, while Panatag is also becoming more 
familiar to us, so perhaps with the help of the media, that can 
be resolved,” deputy presidential spokesperson Abigail Valte 
said over radio dzRB. 

“Bajo de Masinloc is the legal name, according to the 
DFA. But sometimes we understand that there is also 
confusion when you call it Bajo de Masinloc and somebody 
says what’s Bajo de Masinloc? Perhaps that is something that 
our friends in the media can help in,” she explained. 

When asked whether the government has any particular 
preference, Valte said she is not aware of any but she would 
take up the matter with her superiors to determine how the 
shoal would be addressed. 
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21. Terrorism A Many-Headed Beast 
The death of Osama bin Laden is thought to be only a setback for al-Qaida, whose influence grows among 
international terrorists. 
(MCCLATCHY NEWSPAPERS 30 APR 12) ... Matthew Schofield 

WASHINGTON — A year ago, U.S. Navy SEALs 
slipped into a heavily fortified compound in Pakistan and 
killed the face of international terrorism. There is a growing 
fear, however, that Osama bin Laden’s death didn’t even 
seriously wound the international terror threat. 

This past decade — as al-Qaida’s core leadership was 
hunted, scattered and disrupted in Afghanistan and Pakistan — 
a number of sympathetic groups and individuals sprang up 
around the world. In the year since his death, their importance 
in this shadow world has grown. 

Richard Fadden, the head of the Canadian Security 
Intelligence Service, said that this many-headed beast is 
expected to strike more and more frequently in coming years, 
and he cited the difficulty of identifying “lone wolf” terrorists 
— small groups or individuals who self-radicalize. 

“It’s not easy,” he told a Canadian Senate committee last 
week. “These individuals seem to be a mix of terrorists and 
people who simply have very big personal problems.” 

An unexpected example emerged in a Norwegian 
courtroom: Anders Behring Breivik, the anti-immigration 
nationalist on trial for the murders of 77 people, admitted that 
he closely studied al-Qaida’s methods. He called the group 
“the most successful revolutionary movement in the world.” 

Anti-terror experts see the al-Qaida influence extending 
even as the core of the organization is thought to be down to 
an estimated 100 or fewer followers in its traditional home of 
Afghanistan and Pakistan’s ungoverned tribal areas. A 
Pentagon spokesman said that even that estimate could 
overshoot the total number who sleep in Afghanistan on any 
given night, which might be no more than a few dozen. 

Throughout the world, offshoot groups have adopted the 
al-Qaida label. They’ve pledged cooperation, shared money 
and weapons, often trained together or advised each other on 
al-Qaida methods, and shared both strict Islamist roots and a 
fervent hatred for the West. 

Rather than waiting for orders from above, these groups 
act first, then give credit to the mother organization, which in 
turn often offers praise that bolsters the affiliate group’s 
standing. U.S. and international forces have battled al-Qaida in 
Iraq for years, and AQI is thought to be trying to make inroads 
in the uprising against President Bashir Assad in neighboring 
Syria. 

Experts said that five other such groups are considered the 
most dangerous, or the most capable: al-Qaida in the Arabian 
Peninsula, based in Yemen; al-Qaida in the Islamic Maghreb, 
based in Algeria and Mali; Lashkar-e-Taiba of Pakistan; al-
Shabaab of Somalia; and Boko Haram, a relatively young 
Nigerian militancy. 

They organize on the Web and use social media to 
communicate and recruit. They’re in contact with each other, 
offering advice, money, weapons and planning. They’ve been 
involved in attempted attacks in New York’s Times Square 
and aboard a Detroit-bound jetliner, as well as assaults in 
London, Mumbai and Fort Hood, Texas. 

The groups appear to have direct ties to al-Qaida’s central 
organization. One AQAP founder was close to bin Laden. 

President Barack Obama called them “al-Qaida’s most active 
operational affiliate.” 

As such, they are hunted. An airstrike this month in 
northeastern Yemen killed Mohammed Saeed al-Um-da, 
considered an original member and leader of AQAP. The 
source of the strike was unclear, but U.S. and Yemeni forces 
cooperate closely on counterterrorism. 

“What we’re facing today is a much, much larger global 
threat,” said Seth Jones, an expert at the RAND Corp. who has 
advised the Pentagon on Afghanistan and Pakistan. “It’s a 
more dispersed threat. The threat is decentralizing to a broad 
network of groups. Al-Qaida inspires, but doesn’t control, and 
they work with locals.” 

The meaning of that threat: Massive attacks such as those 
on 9/11 are unlikely to be repeated. But expect smaller-scale 
attacks — the “strategy of a thousand cuts,” it was called in 
AQAP’s slick online propaganda magazine Inspire. 

A deadly example came in 2009 with the rampage at Fort 
Hood, Texas, where Army psychiatrist Maj. Nidal Malik 
Hasan, allegedly radicalized online by AQAP, is accused of 
shooting dead 13 soldiers. His trial is scheduled to begin in 
August. 

Experts note that these groups have largely localized 
agendas. Generally, they’re looking to impose Islamic Shariah 
law and, if not overthrow a local government, carve out a 
space in which to operate in their home country. 

But the al-Qaida model encourages ideological 
hybridization: Think locally, act globally. 

As Jones pointed out, attacks that shake the United States 
can actually help further local goals. An attack that causes the 
United States to look inward can allow a terror group more 
room to operate elsewhere. And, problematically, even their 
failed attacks can turn out to be seen as successes: The 
Christmas day 2009 attempt to blow up a commercial jet as it 
neared Detroit by Umar Farouk Abdulmutallab, and Faisal 
Shahzad’s alleged 2010 attempt to set off a car bomb in Times 
Square, both attracted international attention. 

Al-Shabaab, which began in 2006 as the militant wing of 
a group of Islamist courts that briefly ruled southern Somalia, 
has also shown global ambitions — recruiting dozens of 
youths, mostly from Minnesota but also from Alabama, 
California and Ohio, to fight an insurgency against Somalia’s 
weak government and an African Union peacekeeping force. 

But Tom Sanderson, codirector of the Transnational 
Threat Project at the Center for Strategic and International 
Studies in Washington, says that one of the most puzzling 
questions for those who track international terrorism is why al-
Shabaab — so far — hasn’t lashed out at the United States. 

“The Shabaab network inside the United States is tailor-
made for what al-Qaida wants to accomplish in this country,” 
Sanderson said. “They have ties to al-Qaida, they have the 
rhetoric. It’s not a very big stretch to turn that into attacks in 
the United States.” 

To date, al-Shabaab’s efforts have mainly focused in 
Somalia. In Pakistan, Lashkar-e-Taiba — the Army of the 
Pure — has been around since 1993 and has been focused for 
most of that time on India. Its biggest attack — a November 
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2008 assault on a hotel and other sites frequented by tourists in 
India’s commercial capital Mumbai — killed 164 people, 
including six Americans. 

The group’s strongly anti-Western rhetoric and alleged 
ties to Pakistan’s Inter-Services Intelligence directorate spy 
agency have fueled fears that it will soon look to strike farther 
afield — perhaps to the United Kingdom, where Sanderson 
noted there is “a ready-made diaspora, including youths 
who’ve become disenchanted with the West.” 

Similar reasoning applies to al-Qaida in the Islamic 
Maghreb, which is thought to want to strike outside Africa and 
particularly in France, the former colonial master in the 
region. 

The Algeria-based group has been using money from 
kidnapping and smuggling to buy up weapons from the caches 
of former Libyan strongman Moammar Gadhafi. Military and 
counterterrorism experts believe AQIM played a role in the 
success of the Tuareg rebellion in Mali, which touched off a 
military coup in the West African nation this spring. 

The group has also thought to have gotten some help from 
Nigeria’s Boko Haram, a worrying addition to international 

terrorism whose 115 attacks killed 550 people in Nigeria last 
year alone. The name — which translates to “Western 
education is forbidden” — tells of the group’s disdain for the 
West. Experts fear that its participation in Mali shows it’s 
willing to operate outside its national borders. 

“What is happening in Mali started as a nationalist, 
separatist movement, but has it been co-opted by a collection 
of Islamists?” said J. Peter Pham, director of the Atlantic 
Council’s Michael S. Ansari Africa Center. “It’s a propaganda 
victory, certainly. But more than that, consider that Boko 
Haram’s activities have forced Nigeria into inactivity in its 
own neighborhood . That’s an ally we can no longer call on. A 
local group, now pushing outside its traditional borders, has 
already hurt our national interests.” 

Experts agree that the main emerging danger is these 
localized groups expanding their ambitions outside their 
homelands. 

One year after bin Laden, international terror may no 
longer have a face, but its teeth are still sharp. 
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22. Lebanon Stops Ship With Syria-Bound Weapons 
Vessel originally from Libya, loaded with arms reportedly destined for Syrian opposition, is stopped by 
Lebanese navy. 
(AL JAZEERA 28 APR 12) 

The Lebanese navy has reportedly intercepted a ship 
loaded with three containers of weapons destined for Syrian 
opposition forces. 

The cargo vessel, which originated from Libya, was found 
on Saturday. Pictures released by the army showed dozens of 
crates inside the containers, some of them filled with belts of 
heavy ammunition and rocket-propelled grenades. 

Military prosecutor Saqr Saqr said an investigation was 
under way, adding that the 11 crew members were being 
questioned by Lebanese military police. 

Labelling on one box said it contained fragmentation 
explosives, and several identified them as coming from Libya. 

A security official said the Sierre Leone-flagged Lutfallah 
II was bound for members of the Free Syrian Army, an 
umbrella group of fighters trying to overthrow the government 
of Bashar al-Assad, the Syrian president. 

The ship's officers had previously obtained a permit to 
enter the port of Tripoli in northern Lebanon before being 
stopped by the navy on Thursday night. 

The ship was towed to Selaata, a small port some 50km 
north of Beirut, Lebanon's capital, on Saturday. Three army 
trucks had reportedly left Selaata for Beirut with the seized 
cache of weapons, escorted by eight jeeps and a helicopter. 

Syrian authorities have repeatedly charged that weapons 
are being smuggled from Lebanon to rebels fighting to 
overthrow Assad. 

Sea Battle 
Also on Saturday, state media said gunmen in inflatable 

boats attacked a military unit on Syria's Mediterranean coast.. 
The official SANA news agency said several fighters and 

soldiers died in the battle that followed the coastal attack 
near the northern port of Latakia, 35km south of the 

Turkish border. 

"The fighting ... resulted in the death and wounding of a 
number of military personnel while the number of those killed 
from the terrorist group was not known because they attacked 
the military unit at night," SANA said. 

Meanwhile, a veteran Norwegian peacekeeper was on his 
way to Damascus to take charge of a UN mission overseeing 
the country's shaky ceasefire, which has been violated by both 
government forces and opposition fighters. 

Major-General Robert Mood takes over a mission that 
faces major obstacles and doubts before the full 300-member 
force approved by the UN Security Council has even gathered. 

Mood himself has highlighted the "abyss of suspicion" 
between Assad and the opposition. The uprising against 
Assad's rule has killed more than 9,000 people since March 
last year, according to UN figures. 

'Encouraging Terrorists' 
State media reported on Friday that nine people were 

killed by a suicide bomber in the Damascus neighbourhood of 
al-Midan. 

In the wake of the deadly blast and several other, smaller 
blasts in the capital, official Syrian newspapers accused UN 
Secretary General Ban Ki-Moon of "encouraging terrorists" 
and UN-Arab envoy Kofi Annan, the architect of a six-point 
peace plan, of failing to deliver on his promises. 

"Why don't they request the withdrawal of these 
terrorists?" state newspaper al-Thawra wrote "Why not 
mention their presence, their role and their supporters and 
financiers? And the killers who made them and allowed them 
to infiltrate our streets and exist among us?" 

Government newspaper Tishrin wrote in an editorial that 
"the secretary-general avoids talking about abuses by armed 
groups and focuses his blame solely on Syria, as usual. He 
encourages these groups to continue to commit more crimes 
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and terrorist acts, which at the end of the day, the Syrian 
citizen pays for with his life, blood and security." 

The paper asserted that Friday's blast in al-Midan proved 
that "armed terrorist groups" are continuing their aggression in 
violation of the UN ceasefire and in spite of the arrival of the 
international observers. 

"Arab and international silence regarding the terrorist 
bombings in Syria [and] encourages the terrorists to repeat 
their crimes amid applause from countries such as Qatar, 
Saudi Arabia and Turkey." 

Also commenting on the explosions, Russia on Saturday 
condemned what it called "barbaric" attacks in Syria. 

Russia has protected Assad by blocking two UN Security 
Council resolutions condemning the government's crackdown 
on the opposition. 

In a statement, the foreign ministry accused opponents of 
the Syrian government of seeking to scuttle Annan's peace 
plan, which Moscow has backed in the UN Security Council. 

"Attempts by the irreconcilable opposition to increase 
tension even more and incite violence cause particular alarm," 
the statement said. 

"[T[he aim is clear: to ruin a solution in Syria based on 
Annan's plan, which has begun to be implemented," it added, 
urging all forces inside and outside Syria to "decisively rebuff 
terrorists" and ensure they receive no support. 

View Clip (RT: 7:54) 
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23. Experts Believe Iran Conflict Is Less Likely 
(NEW YORK TIMES 30 APR 12) ... James Risen 

WASHINGTON — After a winter of alarm over the 
possibility that a military conflict over the Iranian nuclear 
program might be imminent, American officials and outside 
analysts now believe that the chances of war in the near future 
have significantly decreased. 

They cite a series of factors that, for now, argue against a 
conflict. The threat of tighter economic sanctions has 
prompted the Iranians to try more flexible tactics in their 
dealings with the United States and other powers, while the 
revival of direct negotiations has tempered the most 
inflammatory talk on all sides. 

A growing divide in Israel between political leaders and 
military and intelligence officials over the wisdom of 
attacking Iran has begun to surface. And the White House 
appears determined to prevent any confrontation that could 
disrupt world oil markets in an election year. 

“I do think the temperature has cooled,” an Obama 
administration official said this week. 

At the same time, no one is discounting the possibility 
that the current optimism could fade. “While there isn’t an 
agreement between the U.S. and Israel on how much time, 
there is an agreement that there is some time to give 
diplomacy a chance,” said Dennis B. Ross, who previously 
handled Iran policy for the Obama administration. 

“So I think right now you have a focus on the 
negotiations,” he added. “It doesn’t mean the threat of using 
force goes away, but it lies behind the diplomacy.” 

The talks two weeks ago in Istanbul between Iran and the 
United States and other world powers were something of a 
turning point in the current American thinking about Iran. In 
the days leading up to the talks, there had been little optimism 
in Washington, but Iranian negotiators appeared more flexible 
and open to resolving the crisis than expected, even though no 
agreement was reached other than to talk again, in Baghdad 
next month. American officials believe the looming threat of 
tighter economic sanctions to take effect on July 1 convinced 
the Iranians to take the negotiations more seriously, and that in 
turn has reduced the threat of war. 

“There is a combination of factors coming on line, 
including the talks and the sanctions, and so now I think 
people realize it has to be given time to play out,” one 
administration official said, who, like the other official, spoke 
without attribution in order to discuss sensitive matters. “We 

are in a period now where the combination of diplomacy and 
pressure is giving us a window.” 

In a television appearance on Wednesday, Senator John 
Kerry, the chairman of the Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee, said, “I have confidence that there is a way 
forward.” 

Senior Iranian leaders have sought to portray the Istanbul 
round of negotiations as successful, which might be a sign, 
American officials and outside analysts said, that the Iranian 
government is preparing the public for a deal with the West 
that could be portrayed as a win for Iran. 

“I see that we are at the beginning of the end of what I 
call the ‘manufactured Iran file,’ ” the Iranian foreign minister, 
Ali Akbar Salehi, said after the talks. “At the Baghdad 
meeting, I see more progress,” he predicted. 

IRNA, the Iranian state-controlled news service, reported 
last week that a leading Iranian cleric, Ayatollah Kazem 
Seddiqi, had made positive statements about the negotiations. 
The news service said that the cleric, in his Friday sermon to 
thousands of worshipers in Tehran, said that if the United 
States and other nations negotiating with Iran show “logical 
behavior in nuclear talks, the outcome will be good for all.” 

According to IRNA, Ayatollah Seddiqi said the Istanbul 
meeting showed “the power and dignity of the Iranian nation 
and was the outcome of people’s resistance and following the 
supreme leader’s guidelines.” 

At the same time in Israel, the conservative government 
of Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has been rocked by a 
series of public comments from current and former Israeli 
military and intelligence officials questioning the wisdom of 
attacking Iran. 

The latest comments came from Yuval Diskin, the former 
chief of Shin Bet, Israel’s domestic security service, who on 
Friday said Mr. Netanyahu and Defense Minister Ehud Barak 
should not be trusted to determine policy on Iran. He said the 
judgments of both men have been clouded by “messianic 
feelings.” Mr. Diskin, who was chief of Shin Bet until last 
year, said an attack against Iran might cause it to speed up its 
nuclear program. 

Just days before, Israel’s army chief of staff suggested in 
an interview with the Israeli newspaper Haaretz that the 
Iranian nuclear threat was not quite as imminent as Mr. 
Netanyahu has portrayed it. In his comments, Lt. Gen. Benny 
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Gantz suggested that he agreed with the intelligence 
assessments of the United States that Iran has not yet decided 
whether to build a nuclear bomb. 

Iran “is going step by step to the place where it will be 
able to decide whether to manufacture a nuclear bomb. It 
hasn’t yet decided whether to go the extra mile,” General 
Gantz told Haaretz. He suggested that the crisis may not come 
to a head this year. But he said, “Clearly, the more the Iranians 
progress, the worse the situation is.” 

Last month, Meir Dagan, the former chief of the Israeli 
spy agency Mossad, said he did not advocate a pre-emptive 
Israeli strike against Iran’s nuclear program anytime soon. In 
an interview with CBS’s “60 Minutes,” Mr. Dagan said the 
Iranian government was “a very rational one,” and that Iranian 
officials were “considering all the implications of their 
actions.” 

Mr. Netanyahu is dealing with the criticisms at the same 
time as he faces, for domestic political reasons, the prospect of 
an election this year, rather than next. 

The divide within the Israeli establishment is significant 
because Israel has been threatening to launch a unilateral 
strike against Iran’s nuclear facilities if the United States is 
unwilling to do so. Washington has feared that if Israel were 
to do so, the United States could get dragged into the fight, 
which could result in a widening war in the region. 

The crisis atmosphere seemed most pronounced in March, 
when Mr. Netanyahu visited Washington. Mr. Obama, fearful 
of antagonizing American Jewish voters during an election 
year, tried to strike a balance, appearing supportive of Israel 
but still stopping short of endorsing military action anytime 
soon. He said at the time that he “had Israel’s back,” and 
strongly suggested that the United States would take military 
action to prevent Iran from ever acquiring a nuclear bomb. 

Mr. Obama made it clear that he would not be willing to 
pursue a policy of “containment” on Iran, in which the United 
States would accept an Iranian nuclear weapon while seeking 
to prevent a further nuclear arms race in the Middle East. 

Abandoning containment as a policy option was the result 
of an intense debate within the administration, and moved 
Washington a bit closer to the Israeli position, and it was 
considered by the White House to be the biggest reward they 
were willing to give Mr. Netanyahu during his visit. Yet Mr. 
Obama also made it clear that he believes now is the time to 
give diplomacy a chance. 

But some analysts warned that the Iran crisis could heat 
up again if there was not much progress at the Baghdad talks. 
The Istanbul meetings were designed simply to determine 
whether Iran was serious about beginning a new round of 
negotiations, but in the Baghdad sessions, the United States 
and other countries are expected to demand that Iran begin to 
discuss the details of a possible deal. That would require that 
Iran show a willingness to compromise on its uranium 
enrichment program, perhaps by agreeing to halt its efforts to 
enrich at 20 percent, a level that is higher than is needed for 
civilian nuclear power. 

Iran has said that its 20 percent enrichment effort is for 
use in a research reactor, but the United States and Israel 
suspect that it is actually an interim step in efforts to reach 90 
percent enrichment, considered weapons-grade. If Iran does 
not engage in a substantive discussion of the details of its 
program in Baghdad, the crisis atmosphere may return. 

“I think this could be a temporary lull,” said Paul R. 
Pillar, a former C.I.A. analyst on the Middle East. “My own 
expectation is that even after Baghdad, we will only see the 
most preliminary understandings, and we will hear again 
people saying we are giving up too much. And the lull right 
now could just be a lull between the diplomatic meetings.” 
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24. India Test-Flies Naval Version Of Light Combat Aircraft 
(ECONOMIC TIMES (INDIA) 27 APR 12) 

BANGALORE: India on Friday conducted the maiden 
flight of the naval version of its Light Combat Aircraft (LCA) 
over this tech hub under a partially cloudy sky. 

"With the successful maiden flight of the LCA's naval 
version, India has joined another elite club of countries 
capable of design, development, manufacture and testing of 
fourth generation carrier borne fly-by-wire ski take off but 
arrested recovery (Stobar) aircraft," defence minister's 
scientific advisor V.K. Saraswat said here. 

The test sortie of the LCA naval prototype (NP-1) was 
conducted for about 20 minutes by Air Commodore T.A. 
Maolankar with Wing Commander Maltesh Prabhu as co-pilot 
of the national flight test centre. 

"The flight performance was outstanding. The naval 
version is the first attempt to provide a complete marine force 
multiplier that will give unique battle punch to the naval 
aviation arm of the 21st century to fulfill national dream of 
blue waters," an elated Saraswat told reporters here. 

Though the Indian naval version is the second Stobar in 
the world after the Russian deck based aircraft, it will be the 
only carrier borne fighter in the light category. 

"We have flown on the designated flight path up to 30 
nautical miles from the base touching a top speed of 450 km 
from 50 km at take-off and touched an altitude of about 
10,000 feet above mean sea level. We also did close formation 
and slowed down to land smoothly," Maolankar said hours 
after the test flight. 

Though the naval version project of the LCA was 
sanctioned in 2003 with a budget of Rs.1,900 crore for its 
development cost, the maiden test flight was delayed by about 
five years due to various factors. 

With the indigenously built Kaveri aero engine still on the 
test bed, the Aeronautical Development Agency (ADEA) of 
the state-run Defence Research & Development Organisation 
(DRDO) has been forced to use the GE-F-404IN20 engine of 
the U.S.-based General Electric (GE). 

The naval version of the LCA is expected to replace the 
ageing fleet of the British built Sea Harrier aircraft of the 
Indian Navy and complement its fleet of MiG-29 carrier 
aircraft. 
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25. Somali Pirates Change Tactics To Evade Navy Heat 
(REUTERS 27 APR 12) ... Jonathan Saul 

LONDON - Somali pirates are switching back to using 
smaller cargo and fishing boats as motherships, hoping to 
evade detection as maritime security is stepped up to foil their 
attacks on merchant vessels, industry and navy sources say. 

With the prospect of ransoms worth tens of millions of 
dollars, Somali pirates continue to threaten vital shipping lanes 
in the Gulf of Aden and Indian Ocean. Over 20 years of war 
and famine have worsened prospects for Somalis, adding to 
the appeal for many young men of crime on the high seas. 

Armed gangs had started using large merchant vessels - 
including tankers - that they had seized as motherships, 
forcing crews by gunpoint to do their bidding. The tactic, 
employed agressively in 2011, enabled them to operate further 
out at sea. 

But vigorous action by navies, including pre-emptive 
strikes, have cut attacks, forcing pirates to adapt their model. 

"We are seeing a change in tactics," said Joe Angelo, 
managing director with INTERTANKO, an association whose 
members own the majority of the world's oil tanker fleet. 
"They are now hijacking smaller dhows and they are using 
them as motherships which is making them less suspicious." 

Traditional dhows, used by fishermen and general 
merchants in the region, were first deployed by Somali pirates 
before they started using larger captured vessels. 

The larger vessels enabled gangs to operate for longer 
periods at sea with more supplies and in harsher weather 
conditions, as well giving them more flexibility when 
launching their high speed attack craft known as skiffs. 

"The tactic of using larger commercial vessels as 
motherships has died down recently as dhows are more 
effective; they are essentially camouflaged amongst the huge 
numbers of genuine fishing boats and dhows carrying cargo 
locally off the Horn of Africa," said Rory Lamrock, an 
intelligence analyst with security firm AKE. 

"Weapons and ladders can be easily jettisoned overboard 
whenever naval forces approach, making it difficult for navies 
to disrupt. When a larger vessel gets hijacked for use as a 
mothership, it is usually well reported and naval forces and 
commercial ships in the area will be on the lookout." 

Data this week from the International Maritime Bureau 
(IMB) watchdog showed attacks involving Somali pirates in 
the first quarter of this year had slid to 43, from 97 incidents in 
the same period last year. 

The deployment of private armed security guards and 
greater use of pirate deterrents such as razor wire and 
heightened monitoring watches when entering danger areas by 
crews on board also helped curb Somali attacks. 

"While the number of 2012 incidents and hijackings are 
less ... it is unlikely that the threat of Somali piracy will 
diminish in the short to medium term unless further actions are 
taken," the IMB said. 

A study published in February by U.S. non-governmental 
organisation One Earth Future Foundation showed Somali 
piracy cost the world economy some $7 billion last year. The 
total paid in ransoms reached $160 million, with an average 
ransom for a ship rising to $5 million, from around $4 million 
in 2010. 

Lone Targets 
Ship industry officials said pirates were attempting more 

diverse attacks and were pushing further into the northern Gulf 
of Oman to prey on areas not so heavily patrolled. 

"I personally believe what is going on are random acts 
where they can be successful," said INTERTANKO's Angelo. 

AKE's Lamrock said over the past six months there had 
been five incidents in the northern Gulf of Oman, three of 
which were further north than the port of Fujairah in the 
United Arab Emirates, towards the vital Strait of Hormuz oil 
choke point. 

"It seems more likely that pirates will focus on 
opportunistically targeting vessels transiting through the 
Gulf," Lamrock said. 

Despite successful efforts to quell attacks and disrupt 
pirate camps, international naval forces have limited resources 
to patrol vast distances. 

"We are seeing pirates using dhows as motherships - we 
are monitoring that. They are having to constantly adapt their 
procedures," said Lt Cdr Jacqueline Sherriff, spokeswoman 
with the European Union's counter piracy force. 

"The Indian Ocean is vast. We are focusing our efforts on 
the areas that they have been in the past and we are having 
success." 

Sherriff said navies faced the challenge of monitoring 
large amounts of legitimate dhow traffic passing through the 
region. 

"There are hundreds of them going about their legal trade 
and we have to be very careful with our intelligence who we 
target." 
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26. Russia Forms Anti-Piracy Task Force 
(RIA NOVOSTI 28 APR 12) 

MURMANSK -- Russia has formed an anti-piracy naval 
task force in the Mediterranean, the Northern Fleet press 
service said on Saturday. 

The force, to be led by the Udaloy class destroyer Vice 
Admiral Kulakov, will combat piracy in the most dangerous 
part of the world’s oceans, press chief Vadim Serga said. 

The task force will arrive in the Gulf of Aden in early 
May to join an anti-piracy mission off the Somali coast. 

The new task force will replace the Russian Pacific 
Fleet’s task force led by the Admiral Tributs destroyer. The 

Admiral Tributs, the Pechenega tanker and a rescue tugboat 
arrived in the Gulf of Aden on January 12 and escorted five 
convoys of commercial ships since then. 

Task forces from the Russian Navy, usually led by 
Udaloy class destroyers, operate in the area on a rotating basis. 

Russian warships have successfully escorted more than 
130 commercial vessels from various countries through pirate-
infested waters off the Somali coast since 2008, when Russia 
joined the international anti-piracy mission in the region. 
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PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
27. Sailor Killed In Afghanistan Was Eau Claire High School Grad 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 29 APR 12) 

EAU CLAIRE — A U.S. Navy lieutenant who was killed 
in Afghanistan is being remembered in the Wisconsin city 
where he attended high school as a well-rounded student and 
passionate soccer player. 

Christopher Mosko, 28, was one of three U.S. troops 
killed Thursday by a bomb in Afghanistan’s Ghazni province. 
While the Defense Department listed him as being from the 
Rochester, N.Y., suburb of Pittsford, his family says they lived 
there for several years but that he was born in Philadelphia and 
was living in San Diego. 

Mosko was a 2002 graduate of Eau Claire Memorial High 
School who participated in soccer, swimming and show choir. 
His family moved away not long after he graduated, the Eau 
Claire Leader-Telegram reported Sunday. 

“He was a fine young man,” said Ken De Meuse, whose 
son Nick played soccer with Mosko from youth league 
through high school. 

“He took himself and the game of soccer pretty 
seriously,” he said. “He was always one of the first on the 
field to practice and one of the last to leave. He was very 
dedicated.” 

De Meuse told the newspaper one of his favorite sports 
memories was of the young men’s last soccer season at 
Memorial, in 2001. The team advanced to the state tournament 
but lost in the semifinal to Marquette University High School, 
which went on to win the state championship. 

Retired Memorial High School choir director George 
Utphall also had positive memories of Mosko. 

“He was a hard worker. Very self-directed. Very likable,” 
Utphall recalled. “He had a strong sense of community and 
stick-to-itiveness, of doing his best.” 

Marty Hendricks, who coached Mosko in youth soccer 
from age 12 to 15 and whose son Chad played on the same 
Memorial team, said Mosko was an excellent student and was 
good at several sports but really loved soccer. 

“He was fearless,” Hendricks said. “He was a team 
captain for both us and Eau Claire Memorial… Chris could 
have done anything he wanted, but he had a passion for the 
military and followed that dream.” 

The Defense Department says Mosko commanded an 
explosives disposal platoon with the Combined Joint Special 
Operations Task Force. He was based in San Diego. 
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28. Team Navy/Coast Guard Welcomes New Athletes To 2012 Warrior Games 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 27 APR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Katherine Hofman, Chief of Naval Personnel Public 
Affairs 

Colorado Springs, Colo. -- Team Navy/Coast Guard 
welcomed 17 rookie athletes to the 2012 Warrior Games to be 
held May 1-5. 

One newcomer to the Warrior Games is Gunner's Mate 
1st Class Jeannette Tarqueno, who sustained a traumatic brain 
injury in December 2011 while deployed aboard USS Port 
Royal in the Middle East. 

Following her accident, Traqueno has had to re-learn to 
walk and talk. 

"My rehabilitation is great. I've had so much progress 
[that] I feel pretty normal," Tarqueno said. 

Only three months after her TBI, she recently found out 
she passed the Chief's exam. 

Pleased with her slow but steady recovery, Tarqueno was 
excited when she was notified about her selection onto Team 
Navy/Coast Guard. 

"It's encouraging. I saw I wasn't going to have as many 
problems as I thought I would. Once you get started it all 
comes back," said Tarqueno. 

Faced with balance issues, Tarqueno had to re-learn to 
ride a bicycle. 

"I've always been active," Tarqueno said, "I have always 
played sports, danced, and been competitive." 

She has learned that the Warrior Games are different. 
"You learn you are not by yourself. [Warrior Athletes] 

have some of the same problems," said Tarqueno. "They help 
you and give you advice. Your family and friends can only do 
so much." 

That spirit has supported Tarqueno with her participation 
in the Warrior Games. 

"I'm going to do the best I can do and I'm never going to 
quit," Tarqueno said. 

Tarqueno will be competing in cycling and swimming 
during the Warrior Games. 

Retired Navy Aviation Machinist's Mate 2nd Class 
Brandon Griffith, diagnosed with leukemia in June 2010, was 
thrilled to learn he gained a spot on Team Navy/Coast Guard 
for Warrior Games 2012. 

Having thrown shot put and competed on a rifle team in 
high school, Griffith is psyched to finally get reacquainted 
with the sports. 

"I'm rusty, but I've learned a lot today on mechanics," 
Griffith said. 

Griffith took his commitment to participating in the 
Warrior Games so seriously that when he found out he made 
the team, he bought a shot put and began to practice at his 
friend's house. 

He is excited to have the chance to compete. 
"I'm meeting people and having the Navy camaraderie, 

and getting to know people who know the Navy lingo. Being 
new, I'm getting to know more people [on the team] 
everyday," said Griffith. 

Griffith is inspired by his fellow athletes. 
"Everybody has their own story, their own hardship. It is 

amazing to see what [my teammates] can do. It doesn't matter 
what [injury] they have, they don't make it a big deal," Griffith 
said. 

The 35 warrior athletes are participating as Team 
Navy/Coast Guard, sponsored by Navy Safe Harbor, the Navy 
and Coast Guard's wounded warrior support program, a key 
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component of the Department of the Navy's 21st Century 
Sailor and Marine initiative. The initiative is meant to 
maximize Sailor and Marine personal readiness, build 
resiliency and hone the most combat-effective force in the 
history of the Department of the Navy. 

Team Navy/Coast Guard Names Ultimate Champion 
Athletes For 2012 Warrior Games 

Team Navy/Coast Guard has chosen which athletes will 
compete for the title of Ultimate Champion during the 2012 
Warrior Games, May 1-5, 2012. 

They chose retired Navy Lt. John Edmonston and 
Aviation Machinist's Mate 3rd Class Chris Suter to compete in 
the paralympic-style pentathlon event, where athletes compete 
in cycling, shooting, swimming, and track and field events, 
earning points in each event. The athlete who accumulates the 
most points is crowned the Ultimate Champion. 

Selection for the Ultimate Champion is not always an 
easy process. "Just because an athlete does well in one sport 
doesn't make him [an ultimate champion]," said Navy Safe 
Harbor adaptive sports coordinator David Pennington, adding 
the ultimate athletes are "diversified across all sports. We are 
not pulling out elite athletes from one sport, but looking for 
people who have the ability to do well in each event." 

As far as how the athletes are prepared for the challenge 
Pennington describes how the team coaches come together. 
"All of the disciplines have their own coach. The individual 
team coaches encompass the ultimate athlete to help train," 
Pennington said. 

Rising to the challenge and representing the Navy/Coast 
Guard team has its responsibilities. Edmonston, injured in a 
2009 motorcycle accident, understands the responsibility and 
the honor of being chosen the Ultimate Champion. 

"It's a lot of work and training, and only two are picked," 
said Edmonston. "The team leader thought enough of you to 
have the chance to win. It's kind of like being the [Most 
Valuable Player]." 

Chosen as the Ultimate Warrior merely a month ago, 
Edmonston has had to adjust his training style for the new 
events. 

"I've been pretty steady, but I changed it up. I made 
adjustments to get ready," Edmonston said. "Cycling is a 
challenge." 

But Edmonston feels the support from teammates and the 
coaching staff. 

"I will be proud to win, but it's really about the points for 
the team in the end," Edmonston said. 

Suter is facing the challenge as a first time Warrior 
Games athlete, as well as a competitor for Ultimate Champion. 
Suter has been a life-long athlete even after being diagnosed 
with Cushings Syndrome in December 2010. 

Through adversity, Suter's positive attitude has helped to 
shape who he is and how he approaches challenges. It is what 
brought him to the Navy and is guiding him to pursue his 
dream of becoming a Navy SEAL. 

"Do what you love," said Suter. 
As for participating in the 2012 Warrior Games and being 

chosen as the Ultimate Warrior, Suter states it plainly, "I like 
it, it is a good time." 

Suter's affinity for intense sports developed at the young 
age of five when he first began riding motocross and grew into 
an enjoyment of rugby, football, and boxing. 

"It is my safe zone. Some people go for massages, I go for 
competition," Suter said. 

Eager for the competition, Suter is well aware of the 
ability of the other warriors, "It is definitely a challenge. There 
are a lot of good athletes out there. 

"It's the next level up," said Suter. 
Seeing his own progress in cycling has helped him to 

focus on the challenge. 
"I didn't like [cycling] at first. It was killing me." 
But while participating in a Ride 2 Recovery event, Suter 

watched how the teammates supported each other. 
"The stronger riders pushed the weaker riders." 
Describing his first and most challenging bike event, 

Suter wanted to give up. But when he looked back after 
feeling a push, he saw a double-amputee pushing him. Suter 
remembered thinking, "I can't give up now." 

Suter is grateful for the chance the Navy Safe Harbor has 
given him and his teammates, to challenge himself and step up 
for the team. 

"I could have done one event and won, but then I couldn't 
have done ultimate warrior. Even if I don't win it, I know I 
went for it." 

In the end it is about the athletes and coming together to 
heal as a team according to Navy Safe Harbor Ismael "Marty" 
Martinez. 

"The physical strength and mental strength it takes to 
compete after having an injury or illness is a very challenging 
position. It's a compliment to the amount of courage of all of 
the athletes," said Martinez. "To still be a part of a team once 
you get injured doesn't always happen. It's about getting back 
with the team." 

The 35 warrior athletes are participating as Team 
Navy/Coast Guard, sponsored by Navy Safe Harbor, the Navy 
and Coast Guard's wounded warrior support program and lead 
organization for coordinating the non-medical care of 
wounded, ill, and injured Sailors, Coast Guardsmen, and their 
families. Through proactive leadership, Safe Harbor provides 
a lifetime of individually tailored assistance designed to 
optimize the success of enrollees' recovery, rehabilitation, and 
reintegration activities. 

The wounded warrior program is a key component of the 
Department of the Navy's 21st Century Sailor and Marine 
initiative. The initiative consolidates a set of objectives and 
policies, new and existing, to maximize Sailor and Marine 
personal readiness, build resiliency and hone the most combat-
effective force in the history of the Department of the Navy. 

The Warrior Games, hosted by the U.S. Olympic 
Committee's (USOC) paralympics military program, provides 
an opportunity for wounded, ill, and injured service members 
to participate in competitive sports against members of other 
branches of service. Participants will challenge themselves 
mentally and physically to overcome upper body injuries, 
lower body injuries, spinal cord injuries, traumatic brain 
injuries, and post-traumatic stress, in pursuit of victory. 

Return to Index 
 



 

31 
 

29. 200-Plus Disabled Military Await Another Fight At Warrior Games 
(COLORADO SPRINGS GAZETTE 28 APR 12) ... Brian Gomez 

The First Lady is coming to Colorado Springs. So are the 
British. With loads of bragging rights on the line, they'll be 
joined by disabled military for the Warrior Games. 

More than 200 wounded, injured and ill service members 
and veterans of all the branches of the U.S. military are slated 
to compete Tuesday through Saturday in seven sports in the 
third annual event that's being contested at Air Force and the 
Olympic Training Center. 

Teams from the Air Force, Army and Marines and a 
combined Navy-Coast Guard squad, plus 18 guests from the 
British Armed Forces, will do battle in archery, cycling, 
shooting, sitting volleyball, swimming, track and field and 
wheelchair basketball. Like in the past, Paralympians aren’t 
eligible to participate, with the U.S. Olympic Committee 
running the festival with primary support from sponsor 
Deloitte and the U.S. Department of Defense. 

“The Warrior Games truly exemplify the power not just 
of sport, but of the human spirit,” USOC chief executive 
officer Scott Blackmun said, adding that the fast-expanding 
USOC Paralympic Military Program ensures “that physical 
activity programming is available at the community level for 
our nation’s heroes to participate in sport.” British Armed 
Forces head David Richards noted, “Sport is a powerful tool in 
the recovery of our people.” 

Leading the presidential delegation to the London Games 
this summer, Michelle Obama will speak Monday at the OTC 
during the Warrior Games opening ceremonies, which are 
closed to the public. The OTC’s cauldron will be lit by 
Melissa Stockwell, the two-time defending Para-triathlon 
world champion who swam at the 2008 Paralympics as an 
OTC resident, and Simon Maxwell, competing for the first 
time with the British Armed Forces. 

“Although we wear a different uniform, we all stand for 
the same values, and to have the British Forces there really 
adds to the true camaraderie and energy,” said Stockwell, who 
lost her left leg above the knee in 2004 in becoming the first 
U.S. female soldier wounded in Iraq. For Maxwell, who lost 
his left leg below the knee in August, it’s “a truly special event 
for injured lads to take part in,” he said. “I’m really excited 
about the competition.” 

Warrior Games Schedule 
Monday 

 *Opening ceremonies, Olympic Training Center, 3-
4:30 p.m. 

Tuesday 

 Cycling, Stadium Boulevard at Air Force, 9 a.m. to 2 
p.m. 

 Wheelchair basketball, Cadet Field House and Cadet 
Gym at Air Force, 5-6:30 p.m. 

 Sitting volleyball, East Gym at Air Force, 7:30-9 
p.m. 

Wednesday 

 Archery, indoor track at Air Force, 7 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

 Wheelchair basketball, Cadet Field House and Cadet 
Gym at Air Force, 5-6:30 p.m. 

 Sitting volleyball, East Gym at Air Force, 7:30-9 
p.m. 

Thursday 

 Shooting, Olympic Shooting Center at the OTC, 6 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

 Wheelchair basketball, Cadet Field House and Cadet 
Gym at Air Force, 5:30-7 p.m. 

 Sitting volleyball bronze-medal match, East Gym at 
Air Force, 7:30-9 p.m. 

Friday 

 Track and field, outdoor track at Air Force, 7 a.m. to 
2 p.m. 

 Wheelchair basketball bronze-medal game, Cadet 
Field House at Air Force, 3-5 p.m. 

 Sitting volleyball gold-medal match, Cadet Field 
House at Air Force, 5:30-7:30 p.m. 

 Wheelchair basketball gold-medal game, Cadet Field 
House at Air Force, 8:30-10:30 p.m. 

Saturday 

 Swimming, natatorium at Air Force, 8 a.m. to 3:30 
p.m. 

*Event closed to the public 
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30. TRICARE Increases Opposed 
(NEWPORT NEWS DAILY PRESS 30 APR 12) ... Tom Philpott 

The House Armed Services subcommittee on military 
personnel has declined to give the Obama administration new 
authority it sought to phase in higher TRICARE fees on 
military retirees over the next four years and to peg future 
TRICARE fee hikes to medical inflation nationwide. 

But in marking up its version of the fiscal 2013 defense 
authorization bill, the subcommittee did not adopt language, as 
it has in the past years, that would block any TRICARE fee 
increases. 

It also did not include language, as it has previously, that 
would prohibit the Department of Defense from using existing 
authority to raise co-payments on prescription drugs for 

dependents and retirees who use neighborhood pharmacies or 
the TRICARE mail order pharmacy program. 

Another sign that the issue of higher TRICARE fees is not 
settled for this year comes from Sen. Lindsey Graham, S.C., 
ranking Republican on the Senate military personnel 
subcommittee. A day before the House panel marked up its 
portion of its defense bill, and stayed silent on raising medical 
out-of-pocket costs for retirees, Graham predicted a 
compromise on health fee hikes between the two chambers by 
Sept. 30. 

"Between now and the end of the fiscal year, I hope we 
can convince the House to accept some adjustments in 
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premiums for TRICARE, because it's just unsustainable right 
now," Graham told me in a phone interview. 

House Republicans oppose the Defense Department's 
"balanced" approach for slicing $487 billion from defense 
budgets over the next decade, a figure agreed to in the Budget 
Control Act enacted last year. 

About 10 percent of those cuts must occur to personnel 
accounts, defense leaders argue, primarily by raising out-of-
pockets costs on military retirees through higher enrollment 
fees, deductibles and co-payments. Without higher fees, 
national security is at greater risk, they contend. 

"If Congress rejects all of the modest changes we've 
proposed in TRICARE fees and co-pays for retirees, than 
almost $13 billion in savings over the next five years will have 
to be found in other areas such as readiness, or we could be 
forced to further reduce our troop strength," Defense Secretary 
Leon Panetta told Pentagon reporters this month. 

But Rep. Buck McKeon, R-Calif., chairman of the House 
Armed Services Committee, said in a speech last week that the 
panel will "seek to eliminate the military health care fees 
proposed by the administration." 

Ignoring that retirees are targeted for most of the fee 
hikes, McKeon added: "Our forces on the front lines shouldn't 
have to worry about caring for their families' health back 
home." 

The House subcommittee not only ignored administration 
plans to raise TRICARE fees, it also proposed new benefits — 
180 days of TRICARE Standard and TRICARE dental 
coverage to members of the drilling reserve who are 

involuntarily separated during the force drawdown now 
underway. 

It expressed "the sense of Congress" that military 
members and their families make extraordinary sacrifices over 
their careers, which should be viewed as a "significant pre-
paid premium for their health care" in retirement. This, of 
course, would serve as a caution against any straight-line 
comparison of military benefits to what civilian workers 
receive. 

Graham, however, was blunt in arguing that retirees must 
be required to pay higher fees to make their TRICARE benefit 
"sustainable" and to ensure that weapon modernization and 
force structure aren't cut more deeply than planned. 

"TRICARE premiums have to be adjusted," Graham said. 
"There have been no meaningful premium adjustments since 
1995. And when the [TRICARE] program was first 
introduced, beneficiaries were providing 24 percent of the 
cost. Now they are down to 10. That's unsustainable." 

Graham was asked if he was sympathetic to the view that 
imposing an annual enrollment fee on elderly beneficiaries 
using TRICARE for Life would break faith with a generation 
promised free lifetime military health care. 

"I don't believe anybody was promised free lifetime 
medical care. That's a popular myth," Graham said. "I think 
we have an obligation to the retired force to be generous and 
to be compassionate to help recruiting and retention. But, you 
know, there was never any contract with anybody that, for the 
rest of your life, you will get free medical care. That's not part 
of the deal and was never part of the deal." 
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31. Vets Navigate Tough New Terrain - The Job Market 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 28 APR 12) ... Sharon Cohen 

CHICAGO — Matthew Saldana proved himself in a 
world where stress, danger and life-and-death decisions were 
routine. He served one tour in Iraq and a second in 
Afghanistan. But the Army veteran is having a harder time 
back home navigating a calmer but uncertain terrain — the job 
market. 

On this spring day, Saldana is roaming the aisles of a 
noisy ballroom in the Hilton Chicago at a Hiring Our Heroes 
job fair. Dressed smartly in red tie and black suit, he clutches a 
leather folder containing his three-page resume, joining 
hundreds of other vets looking for opportunity and a 
paycheck. 

"It's frustrating trying to get back on track," the 29-year-
old Saldana says, his soft voice barely audible in the din of the 
crowd. "I always thought if I get out the military, I'd be a step 
up. That's not what it takes. It's who you know." 

Saldana, who left the Army in 2004, hasn't worked full 
time in 18 months. He's scoured "'help wanted" listings, taken 
college courses and earned an emergency medical technician 
certificate. But he finds himself pigeonholed. "What do you 
come out with having been an artillery man or in the 
infantry?" he asks. "The best job you can get is security. That's 
not what I want to do for the rest of my life." 

Saldana's dream is to become a Chicago firefighter — he's 
been on a waiting list five years. He's survived mostly by 
working security; he's a fill-in sub at one company and also 
earns a modest on-call fee as a firefighter-EMT in a southern 

suburb. "I'm barely pulling through," he says. "I'm drowning. I 
need to find something fast." 

His predicament is shared by tens of thousands of Iraq 
and Afghanistan veterans facing a rocky transition from the 
routine and reliability of military life to the volatility and 
limited job prospects of a nation emerging from the worst 
economic crisis since the Great Depression. 

Like many other vets, Saldana misses the Army's anchors: 
a sense of camaraderie and its steady income. "Here," he says, 
"you've got to worry about how you're going to find money to 
eat and how you're going to pay the bills." 

And like many vets, he's now trying to find his way in an 
ultra-tight labor market, competing with millions of 
unemployed people, some with long resumes and proven 
records in the civilian workplace. Some vets face even more 
hurdles: job-hunting skills that are rusty after spending 
months, or years, in uniform. No college degree. And little 
exposure to a business culture that has its own language and 
rules. 

"We've had to be entrepreneurial and innovative and think 
on the fly and manage people and logistics ... we know that we 
have the skills," says Matthew Colvin, who advises companies 
on hiring as a member of Iraq and Afghanistan Veterans of 
America. "But it's hard to convey our worth a lot of times 
because we know it in military terms, not in civilian terms." 

"Sometimes we hide the fact that we're veterans," adds 
Colvin, an Air Force vet of two tours in Afghanistan. "I don't 
think that's the way it should be… We've got more life 
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experience than the kid coming out of college or even the guy 
who's maybe equally qualified on paper." 

Vets aren't the only ones spreading the we-need-work 
message. Their plight has attracted powerful support from the 
White House and Capitol Hill to Fortune 500 companies, 
resulting in tax breaks, job fairs and pledges to hire hundreds 
of thousands who served. 

Colvin says it's too early to gauge the impact of those 
efforts — some are just getting underway — on a population 
saddled with high unemployment. In 2011, the jobless level 
for those who've served since Sept. 11, 2001, was 12.1 
percent, compared with 8.7 percent for the non-veteran public, 
according to federal statistics. Among men 18 to 24 for the 
veteran group, it was nearly 2½ times higher: 29.1 percent. 

In March, 10.3 percent of post-Sept. 11 vets were out of 
work. Colvin's group surveyed its own members last month 
and found a nearly 17 percent jobless rate. For those 20 to 24, 
it was almost 36 percent. Experts say these numbers are likely 
to grow as more troops return from Afghanistan and hundreds 
of thousands of people separate from the military over the next 
five years. 

The anemic economy — the very reason some young 
people enlisted — is considered the main cause. But military 
and business experts also cite a lack of understanding among 
some employers of post-traumatic stress and a lack of 
appreciation for the abilities of returning troops. 

"Employers immediately think the trigger part of the 
military," says T. McCreary, a retired rear admiral and 
president of Military.com. "They don't know or haven't had 
exposure to or forget there are a ton of jobs out there that have 
almost directly transferable skills — heavy equipment 
operators, machinists, welders, doctors, nurses, medical 
technicians, pilots, financial managers." 

That problem is even greater than it was 40 years ago 
when more management and company owners had military 
experience, he says. 

McCreary says some vets also struggle getting jobs at 
home using their specialized wartime skills — treating the 
wounded or driving big rigs, for instance — because they 
don't have the medical certification or commercial drivers' 
licenses required in some states. 

Eric Smith is a case in point. In congressional testimony 
last year, the former Navy corpsman and two-tour Iraq vet 
detailed his high-pressure experience as a combat medic, 
heading a team that monitored a 20-bed intensive care unit. 
But he couldn't find a medical job when he returned. 

"In the civilian world, my military education and training 
did not translate because I didn't have a piece of paperwork 
saying so," he said. "The resume that I thought would put me 
ahead of the pack actually put me behind." 

Smith, who estimated the Navy spent more than $1 
million to train him, described a desperate search to eke out a 
living, seeking out part-time jobs as a bartender and mail 
sorter, working as a day laborer, volunteering to be a test 
patient in drug studies. 

He's now working on his EMT certification at a criminal 
justice academy in Virginia and has a job offer, according to 
the Iraq and Afghanistan vets' group. 

Those kinds of stories have turned the spotlight on vets 
and accomplished something rare in Washington — 
bipartisanship. 

Last year, Democrats and Republicans overwhelmingly 
supported a measure that President Barack Obama signed into 
law that provides tax credits to businesses hiring vets. It 
allows for up to $5,600 for each veteran unemployed longer 
than six months and as much as $9,600 for those with service-
related disabilities out of work that same length of time. 

First lady Michelle Obama, along with the vice president's 
wife, Jill Biden, recently marked the year anniversary of their 
own campaign, Joining Forces, to help vets and their spouses, 
especially with employment. Mrs. Obama also has made a 
new push for hiring in and around military bases; her program 
announced in April it has lined up commitments for more than 
15,000 jobs in the coming years, most in telemarketing and 
customer support companies. 

The private sector has stepped in, too. 
Some are small ventures. For example, Ray Sizer, co-

founder of National Energy Solutions in Levittown, Pa., an 
energy efficient lighting and electrical contractor, says hiring 
vets is a major priority and he hopes to add 10 or 15 for large 
projects now lined up. 

Sizer, a second-generation Navy vet, points out 
Levittown, a planned suburban community about 20 miles 
from Philadelphia, "was built on (World War II) veterans 
returning home. They all had opportunity. Now they're coming 
home to what opportunity? There's hardly any." 

On a much larger scale, the U.S. Chamber of Commerce 
has established the Hiring Our Heroes program, sponsoring 
about 150 job fairs around the nation, working closely with 
about two dozen major employers, as well as thousands of 
smaller companies. 

In March, the chamber, partnering with Capital One, 
announced a campaign to hire a half million veterans and 
military spouses by the end of 2014. Several companies have 
already committed to adding more than 10,000. 

Kevin Schmiegel, a Marine vet who founded and heads 
the program, says many veterans return to communities where 
they have families and support systems, but where 
opportunities are scarce. "Most folks leaving the military are 
really making a decision of the heart rather than go where the 
jobs are," he says. 

That's especially hard on younger vets who enlisted 
straight from high school and have little or no work history. 
"A large majority are going into the job market with their eyes 
closed," he says. "We need to help them make informed 
decisions" so they know where there are growth industries. 

Schmiegel says human resource managers and recruiters 
also need to be better educated to understand most vets with 
post-traumatic stress can function fine in the workplace. A 
2010 poll conducted by the Society for Human Resource 
Management found 46 percent of those of those surveyed 
thought PTSD or other mental health issues could be a 
challenge when hiring people with military experience. 

That survey, of 429 human resource managers, found 60 
percent felt the same way about transferring military skills to 
the civilian workplace. 

Caleb Wohlford never expected that problem. He'd been a 
cargo specialist in Iraq and worked for a cardboard company 
before deploying, so he figured he'd settle into factory work 
back home in Kokomo, Ind. 

In two years, he found just one job — in construction — 
but that ended last October when business dried up. After six 
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months of unemployment, an aunt told him about an opening 
at her factory. He's set to start next week, operating a forklift. 

"I honestly didn't think it would be this difficult," 
Wohlford says. "When you get out of the military, they tell 
you there are all these people out there begging to give you a 
job (because you're a vet). There's not anybody. You're in the 
same race as everybody else… It's miserable being out of 
work." 

The timing of his offer couldn't be better. Wohlford says 
his unemployment had expired, his bills were mounting and he 
and his wife were stretching her income from selling 
cosmetics from home to support six kids, ages 7 to 12. They 
also had no health insurance. 

"It's an amazing relief," Wohlford says. "I almost can't 
wait to take my kids to the eye doctor. Now it won't be so 
much of a burden." 

Wohlford 's success came after he'd applied for more than 
100 jobs. He couldn't even get rehired at his old factory, 
though he says he left on good terms. "I didn't think they owed 
me that job," he says. "But I don't see how I couldn't meet the 
requirements. I don't see how anyone could better meet the 
requirements." 

He's grateful, too, for the new opportunity, knowing his 
family connection was crucial. "I got lucky," he says. "I knew 
somebody in the right place." 

Marcus Washington is hoping for his break, having 
returned from Iraq last fall after his third tour. 

While scouting out potential employers at the Chicago job 
fair, he confessed that after being in the Army much of the last 
11 years, looking for work is "somewhat intimidating .. 
Military experience should count for something. If you weigh 
it on a scale, it should be the same as a college degree." 

After one tour in Iraq, Washington, 30, became a prison 
guard in Arkansas, but didn't like the atmosphere, so he re-
enlisted, he says, partly because of the regular salary. 

Washington says he's taking job tips from his fiancée, a 
human resources manager, but it takes some adjustment. 
"When you trade your combat boots for a shirt and tie and you 
hope someone hires you, it's hard convincing them and," he 
says, "it's hard convincing myself that I can compete for a 
job." 

Matthew Pizzo has the confidence, but it hasn't made a 
difference — yet. 

He enlisted at 17 — he was scheduled to report for basic 
training on Sept. 11, 2001 — and when he finished his Air 
Force duty in Iraq, he earned a bachelor's degree in 
international business at the University of Colorado. He 
started looking for work before graduation but didn't know 
how to write a good resume or how to network. 

"I never got any training on how the civilian world 
operates," he says. "Nothing prepared me." The military has 
an extensive transition assistance program to smooth the way 
out of the military, but Pizzo says when he left in 2005, it 
offered little guidance. Despite improvements, some vets still 
believe more needs to be done. 

Acting on a professor's suggestion, Pizzo enrolled in New 
York Law School and graduated last May, immediately 
scoping out legal, business and financial firms. He had 
military training. He'd handled stressful situations, managed 
projects and operated with limited resources. He had two 
degrees. He figured that was a good foundation for a 
promising career. 

Some 75 resumes later, he's still looking. Businesses, he 
says, see his credentials and conclude: "'It would be risky to 
assume you could apply those skills in an office setting.'" 

One potential employer, he says, surprised him by saying: 
"'You're a little old to try to start working in the banking 
industry.'" The 29-year-old, he suggested, might be 
uncomfortable taking orders from a younger boss. 

Pizzo senses trepidation, too, from prospective bosses, 
who may be leery of his wartime experience. "I think they're 
probably concerned, or at least it's in the back of people's 
minds that I won't be able operate in their landscape, maybe 
because of things I've seen." 

Pizzo figures he'd have a better shot if he'd gone the 
traditional college-work route, and made connections along 
the way. "It would be rare to find five people on a base who 
know five people on Wall Street," he says. 

When he recently lobbied in Washington with other 
members of Iraq and Afghanistan Veterans of America, a 
colonel told him companies are eager to hire veterans and 
mentioned one financial firm. Coincidentally, Pizzo had 
already applied there. When he came home, he had a rejection 
letter. 

Pizzo presses on, certain he has much to offer. 
"Whoever gives me the opportunity," he says, "will hit the 

jackpot." 
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32. Naval Base Kitsap Holds Women's Symposium 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 27 APR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Scott A. McCall, Navy Public Affairs Support 
Element West, Det. Northwest Public Affairs 

BREMERTON, Wash. -- More than 100 Sailors from 
commands around Navy Region Northwest attended the third 
annual Women's Symposium Mentorship Program on Naval 
Base Kitsap (NBK), April 26. 

The symposium is designed to provide mentorship to all 
service members stationed in the Northwest by providing them 
with support and guidance. 

"I think the importance of holding this is definitely for 
people to get mentorship, people to get inspiration, for women 
and men to come together and say that we are not segregated 
anymore," said Yeoman 3rd Class Allie Hasenwinkel, 
symposium coordinator. 

Although it was called a women's symposium, the lessons 
learned are not solely meant for women. 

Command Master Chief (SS) David Lynch, assigned to 
the aircraft carrier USS Ronald Reagan (CVN 76) said the 
event is gender neutral. 

"It's more how do we all get together as a team and make 
sure that the integration for males and females continues to go 
smoothly; this isn't going to happen if we don't all get together 
and talk about these things." 

The theme of this year's symposium was, "It isn't who is 
going to let us; it's who is going to stop us." 
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"Basically making it a point that who is going to stop us? 
We are unstoppable; we can do anything we set our minds too 
as long as we all chip in and work as one force," said 
Hasenwinkel. 

Guest speakers covered topics such as charting life 
courses to career progression in the military, along with 
sharing their own personal experiences. 

"As a command master chief I can talk about just what we 
talked about here today," said Lynch. "How can you make it 
as a female in the Navy today? Being a minority group, where 
it may be one female to five males. I think these strategies, if 
we talk about them here, will have much more success at the 
deck-plate level." 

There was also a question and answer forum so attendees 
could address their own concerns about topics such as the 
effects of social media on service members and the importance 
of developing boundaries between one's personal and 
professional life. 

Hasenwinkel said she feels that events like this one make 
a difference and will positively affect future Sailors and make 
it better for them. 

"This is a new Navy; it's an exciting Navy with plenty of 
opportunities," said Hasenwinkel. "I think that this is 
definitely an event that can get everyone together, get on the 
same page, get advice, get inspiration and get everyone 
involved to just say that we are integrated." 
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33. Hawaii Navy Career Counselors Host Training 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 27 APR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Mark Logico, Commander Navy Region Hawaii 
Public Affairs 

JOINT BASE PEARL HARBOR-HICKAM -- The 
Hawaii Chapter of the Navy Career Counselor Association 
and Navy Region Hawaii hosted monthly training for all area 
and visiting career counselors at the Sharkey theater on Joint 
Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam, April 25. 

More than 150 career development team members in the 
region attended the event. Chief of Staff, Commander Naval 
Surface Group Middle Pacific Capt. David Sheridan and USS 
Reuben James' (FFG 57) Command Senior Chief Johannes 
Gonzalez were the guest speakers. 

The training focused on annual Career Information 
Periodic Reviews. Ashore and afloat commands must have 
their CIRP programs assessed annually with a passing grade of 
85 percent or better in order to be considered eligible for the 
Retention Excellence Award. 

"The message is, leadership involvement," said Sheridan. 
"Ask for help early. Get folks to look at your program before 
you have to go through the review. It is very important... that 
you invest the time to make sure you understand what's going 
on with your Sailors in your retention programs." 

Gonzalez said the career development board is the most 
important aspect in every Sailor's career progression, 
especially because programs like Perform-to-Serve and 
Enlisted Review. 

"Our Sailors need to know, the chief's mess needs to 
know, the officers need to know all the changes that are 
happening with our Sailors," said Gonzalez. "One of these 
days the economy is going to pick up, and when the economy 
is going to pick up that's when we are going to find ourselves 
trying to keep Sailors, trying to retain Sailors." 

Gonzalez said even he, as a command senior chief for a 
frigate, needs a career development board. 

Every year, the Navy evaluates each command, and 
through a series of requirements and benchmarks, determines 
which commands have the highest personnel retention. The 
2012 Retention Excellence Award continues to build on 
command sponsorship, command indoctrination, Perform to 
Serve, and Career Development Boards which are essential 
components of the career information program. 
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34. NAS Whidbey Island Honors Individual Augmentees 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 27 APR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Nardel Gervacio, Navy Public Affairs Support 
Element West, Det. Whidbey Island Public Affairs 

OAK HARBOR, Wash. -- Naval Air Station (NAS) 
Whidbey Island honored and recognized the contributions of 
its individual augmentee (IA) Sailors at an IA appreciation 
event held at the Chief Petty Officers' Club, April 26. 

The semi-annual NAS Whidbey Island Fleet and Family 
Support Center (FFSC) event is held each April and October 
to honor Sailors who have deployed as an IA. 

"We have our semi-annual celebration of our IA's, the 
ones that are about to deploy, the ones who are deployed and 
those that have recently returned," said Jim Reynolds, work 
and family life consultant at The Fleet and Family Support 
Center at Naval Air Station Whidbey Island. "In addition, we 
are putting on a celebration for all warriors." 

The event offered those preparing to depart the chance to 
network and receive responses to unanswered questions from 
Sailors who have experienced the deployments first-hand. 

"Tonight we'll have a presentation by two actors that will 
depict the reunion of a man and a woman after war or after a 

deployment and see the dynamic that exists between these two 
coming back together after an event like that," said Reynolds. 

A production of "Into the Fire" was presented by Carrie 
Gibson and Tony Curry of Had To Be productions about 
returning veterans and the stories they tell as the they integrate 
into families, communities and the workforce. 

"Our plays are created by the people we interview, they're 
all true. Someone came up to us and said we needed to do a 
play on returning veterans, disabilities and trauma," said 
Gibson. "We interviewed two people and were completely 
moved by their humanity of their story that we ended up 
writing this play which has been on an incredible journey for 
three years." 

The actors delivered their lines at rapid pace, changing 
characters along with adopting different voices and postures. 

The play lasted 45 minutes and concluded with an open 
forum with questions and answers for IAs to discuss their 
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experiences while deployed, as well as receiving information 
for those who are about to deploy. 

"I came here to educate myself on the individual 
augmentee program and see what it was about. I learned that a 
lot goes into it with the support groups available on base and 
how to prepare for it," said Logistics Specialist 3rd Class Alex 
Singo, of Las Vegas, assigned to Maritime Patrol Squadron 
(VP) 40 at Naval Air Station Whidbey Island, who is 
preparing to deploy. 

Currently 187 Sailors from Naval Air Station Whidbey 
Island are deployed as IAs. 

"It's great to have support and get together with other 
people that have done the same thing," said Air Traffic 
Controller 1st Class Lachanda Williams of Phoenix, assigned 
to Naval Air Station Whidbey Island Operations Department. 
"It's a great place to network, hear other people's stories and 
be able to share and meet new people." 

Whidbey Sailors have deployed as IAs to Afghanistan, 
Kuwait, Iraq, Djibouti, and Cuba. 
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35. Testimony Ends In Academy Assault Case 
(NAVY TIMES 28 APR 12) ... Sam Fellman 

After nine hours of deliberations Friday, a court-martial 
panel convicted a Naval Academy senior for wrongful sexual 
contact with his classmate in a 2010 encounter but found him 
not guilty of rape. Sentencing for Midshipman 1st Class 
Matthew Cook is set for next week, academy spokesman 
Cmdr. William Marks said in an email late Friday night in 
releasing the verdict. 

In emotional testimony, the woman described being 
violently awakened by the thrusts from Cook, her head 
“thrashing” against a desk, as he lay on top of her. Cook, the 
second midshipman to be court-martialed for rape this 
academic year, remained silent during a four-day court-martial 
at Washington Navy Yard from April 24 to 27. 

The center of the prosecution’s case was the testimony of 
the alleged victim, whom the defense had sought to discredit, 
suggesting her memory may have been faulty and that she had 
motives to make a false accusation. 

“My head was thrashing on the desk behind me,” the 
accuser, now an ensign, testified, as her face turned bright red 
and she began to cry. “I was just trying to find a way to get 
out.” 

While the alleged victim covered her face, Cook, a tall, 
muscular 24-year old, looked down and jotted into the 
notebook on the table before him. 

As a policy, Navy Times does not identify the alleged 
victims of sexual assault without their consent. 

The incident occurred on the second floor of the King 
Hall dormitory in Newport, R.I., where both Cook and the 
female mid were quartered while spending the summer as 
trainers for new students at the Naval Academy Preparatory 
School. The doors to these rooms only lock from the inside 
and are left open when the occupants are out. 

The female mid said she returned to her room late that 
night, drunk after nine to 12 alcoholic drinks, and found Cook 
there. His presence confused her, she said, recalling that he 
asked her if she had a condom. She replied, “No.” Then he 
asked if she was on birth control. She replied, “Yes.” After 
that, she told the court, she blacked out. At some point later, 
she woke up briefly when her head banged on the desk during 
the alleged assault. 

During the cross-examination, defense attorney 
Christopher Drewniak asked her: “Isn’t it true that you made 
out in your room?” 

“No, sir,” she responded. 
“Isn’t it true you undressed each other?” he asked. 
“No, sir,” she said. 

Cook did not testify in the court-martial. With the victim 
as the sole witness to the alleged assault, the defense sought to 
undermine her credibility, questioning why she had waited 
seven months to report her allegations, and whether she could 
sufficiently recall enough from the night in question. They 
also sought to portray her as having changed details in her 
story over the months and insinuated this could be because she 
was embarrassed by the rumors that circulated afterward. 

“I think the evidence is that no one knows what happened 
that night,” Drewniak said in his closing argument. “You need 
to return a verdict of not guilty in this case and let this young 
man continue on with his life.” 

Prosecutors acknowledged that there were some gaps in 
the woman’s memory from that night. But they said that Cook 
and the accuser hadn’t dated before the sex, the female mid 
had rejected an earlier advance from him and that, right before 
the incident, she had tried to put in a tampon as she was on her 
period. 

As a midshipman, prosecutor Lt. Cmdr. Lee Marsh said in 
his closing argument, Cook had gone through three years of 
sexual assault awareness training. “He knew better than to 
have sex with a woman who’d had too much to drink.” 

The Morning After 
The alleged victim told the court that she was shocked to 

wake up naked on her twin bed next to Cook, also naked, the 
next morning after another midshipman walked in on them. 

“I was confused, I was embarrassed, I was humiliated,” 
she said. “I told him that he needed to get out and I didn’t 
want to see him when I got back to my room.” 

Two weeks earlier, after another night of drinking, she 
and Cook had sat in a secluded gazebo exchanging kisses. At 
the time, she said, Cook attempted to touch her genitals, but 
she stopped him. 

After the alleged assault, Cook sent her a text message, 
followed by another when she didn’t immediately respond. 
They exchanged six texts that day, the meaning of which both 
sides disputed throughout the proceedings. 

An officer on the panel asked her, in a written question, 
why she had responded to the text if she thought he had raped 
her. 

“To see if he’d tell me his side of the story,” she replied. 
Although there were no other witnesses to the alleged 

incident, there were witnesses to its aftermath the next day. It 
was the last day of the summer detail and the trainers were 
cleaning up their rooms and leaving. Ensign Jonathan 
Luetkenhoelter, then a midshipman serving as a top detailer, 
testified that he was doing rounds, waking up trainers. 
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He knocked on the woman’s door, saying “Decent?” 
Hearing no answer, he testified, he walked in and saw both 
Cook and the victim lying naked on the bed, then excused 
himself. Asked if he had heard anything the night before — 
Luetkenhoelter lived in the room next to the alleged victim — 
he said he had not. 

Luetkenhoelter said he didn’t report them even though it 
is against NAPS and academy rules to have sex in dorm 
rooms. 

“I didn’t know there were any issues with it,” said 
Luetkenhoelter, who was then the top detailer at NAPS. 

The female mid testified that she went into counseling 
after the incident, eventually reporting it a few months later to 
authorities, though not initially as a law enforcement case. It 
wasn’t until March that she decided to press charges. 

“I finally told my parents what had happened and I 
wanted to hold him accountable,” she said. “I was suffering in 
silence.” 

The proceedings painted NAPS detailers in a poor light. 
Detailers are academy midshipmen chosen to be role models 
for the candidates attending the preparatory school. 

Cook, meanwhile, did not keep the story to himself either. 
Two months afterward, Cook told a fellow trainer, now a 
Marine Corps second lieutenant, that he had spent that night 
with the victim in her room. 

Asked on the witness stand whether he recalled Cook 
saying whether the victim had been drunk and passed out, 2nd 
Lt. Timothy Berry responded: “I believe so.” 

Berry testified that trainers drank heavily at bars after 
they finished training NAPS candidates and characterized 
Saturday, Aug. 14, 2010, “as a night like any other.” 
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36. Defense Bill In For Smoother Ride This Year 
(THE HILL 29 APR 12) ... Jeremy Herb 

The partisan battles that nearly derailed two Defense 
authorization bills appear to have subsided as lawmakers get 
down to work on this year’s version. 

In 2010 and 2011, passage of the Defense bill came down 
to the wire amid bitter fights over “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell,” the 
DREAM Act and terror detainees. 

This time around, the biggest defense fight of the year in 
Congress is looming after the Defense authorization bill is 
complete: the sequestered spending cuts set to hit the Pentagon 
in 2013. 

There will undoubtedly be skirmishes as the House 
Armed Services Committee marks up the Defense 
authorization bill, but Chairman Buck McKeon (R-Calif.) told 
The Hill he’s optimistic the bill can get passed before 
Congress recesses for the November election. 

“This should be done before the election, before we leave 
town,” McKeon said Friday, adding he’s discussed that goal 
with Senate Armed Services Chairman Carl Levin (D-Mich.). 

That’s not to say that there won’t be robust debate and 
disagreement over the bill, or that the legislation isn’t at risk 
of getting stuck in a political floor fight. But the authorization 
bill, which has a streak of passing for 50 straight years, looks 
to be returning to its more normal course in Congress 
following the beginning of markups on Thursday. 

Last year’s authorization bill stalled when Senate 
Majority Leader Harry Reid (D-Nev.) objected to provisions 
for detaining terror suspects indefinitely and didn’t move it on 
the floor. A compromise was eventually struck between Levin 
and ranking member John McCain (R-Ariz.), but the White 
House took objection with that and threatened to veto before 
some language was watered down and the bill was passed in 
December. 

The defense bill was in the most jeopardy in 2010, as 
robust debates over ending “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” and 
passing the DREAM Act on immigration pushed passage back 
to Dec. 22. 

This year, key lawmakers on defense are focused on 
sequestration, the $500 billion in automatic cuts to defense 
that are set to take effect January 2013. The cuts would begin 

in the middle of the 2013 fiscal year, but the authorization and 
appropriations bills in Congress this year aren’t expected to 
address the issue, just as the Pentagon’s 2013 budget did not. 

If sequestration went into effect, the Pentagon’s budget 
would be reduced by more than $50 billion in 2013. Most 
people expect it won’t get resolved until the lame-duck session 
after the election, at the earliest. 

McKeon, who has pushed passage of his bill to delay 
sequestration one year by cutting the federal workforce, told 
The Hill he “doubts” his bill will become part of the 
authorization legislation. 

“Most people on both sides of the aisle are concerned 
about how we’re going to handle the sequester — that comes 
after this,” said Rep. Roscoe Bartlett (R-Md.), a senior 
member of the Armed Services Committee. “This bill does not 
reflect any recognition that sequester is in sight. I’m not sure 
that’s realistic, but that’s where we are.” 

The biggest issue in the authorization bill is the $487 
billion cut to the Pentagon’s budget over the next 10 years 
that’s already in place. Republicans have criticized the cuts, 
and McKeon said in a speech this week that he wants to 
restore some of the funding reductions that the Pentagon is 
planning. 

McKeon’s defense bill comes in at $554.2 billion, about 
$3.6 billion higher than the president’s request. The Senate is 
expected to budget to a lower number that will have to be 
reconciled in conference committee. 

Beyond the overall size of the budget, Bartlett named two 
issues that are always thorny: missile defense and social 
issues. 

“I’ve been here 19 years, this will be my 20th mark-up, 
and we’ve never had a markup without a lot of amendments 
on these issues,” Bartlett said. 

Missile defense is likely to be one of the most contentious 
debates between Democrats and Republicans. The mark from 
Strategic Forces subcommittee chairman Mike Turner (R-
Ohio) wanted the Pentagon to install a third missile-
interceptor site on the East Coast by the end of 2015, and 
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McKeon said Wednesday the administration’s funding for 
missile defense was “woefully inadequate.” 

In her statement before the mark-up Thursday, ranking 
member Loretta Sanchez (D-Calif.) questioned the need for a 
“costly” East Coast missile site. She said she was concerned 
about increasing funding for nuclear weapons while cutting 
National Nuclear Security Administration employees. 

Rep. Adam Smith (D-Wash.), the committee’s ranking 
member, told The Hill he expects this year’s bill would be less 
contentious. He predicted many of the biggest debates would 
likely be the perennial battles between the Pentagon and 

Congress, as the House bill took issue with a number of 
planned cutbacks from the Defense Department. 

The House legislation blocks the retirement of 18 Global 
Hawk Block 30 drones, which the Pentagon says would save 
$2.5 billion over 5 years, and keeps three of the four cruisers 
that had been slated to retire early in 2013. 

The bill also does not authorize two new rounds of base 
closures that the Pentagon had requested. 

Another issue that does not fall on partisan lines is 
funding for the National Guard, where not only Congress but 
also the Council of Governors have both lobbied for the 
Pentagon to scrap proposed cuts to the Air Guard. 
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37. House Panel Backs DoD On Joint Strike Fighter 
(DEFENSE DAILY 30 APR 12) ... Emelie Rutherford 

A House panel is largely supporting the Pentagon's 
proposal for the F-35 Joint Strike Fighter program, which the 
military already has called for slowing to allow for more-
complete testing. 

The House Armed Services Committee (HASC) will 
weigh policy-setting legislation for the Pentagon next week 
that, for the most part, backs its $9 billion request for the 
multi-service, multi-nation fighter jet. The show of support 
from the House comes Senate Armed Services Committee 
Ranking Member John McCain (R-Ariz.)--whose panel will 
craft its own version of the Pentagon policy bill next month--
continues to voice concerns about the possibility of additional 
F-35 cost overruns and technical problems in the future. 

"There continue to be major concerns with the (F-35) 
program, but the committee supports the requirement for a 5th 
generation stealth fighter due to projected increases in the 
effectiveness, quantities, and proliferation of threat anti-
aircraft systems," Rep. Roscoe Bartlett (R-Md.) said last 
Friday as the HASC subcommittee he chairs approved 
legislation authorizing $9 billion for the F-35 effort. That 
funding, from the HASC's Air and Land Forces subcommittee, 
supports the number of aircraft the Pentagon wants while 
tweaking the program proposal only slightly. 

Bartlett noted HASC members in past years expressed 
concern with the F-35 production plan being too aggressive, 
considering "lagging technology development, insufficient 
flight testing, and design instability.” 

Yet he said the Pentagon has "now done what the 
committee advocated several years ago:" proposed reducing 
the number of F-35s it procures until research and 
development issues are better resolved in testing, so it doesn't 
have to modify too many aircraft already built. 

The FY '13 budget request the Pentagon released in 
February seeks to restructure the Lockheed Martin [LMT] 
program, cutting $15.1 billion in previously planned spending 
by delaying the purchase of 179 F-35s over the next five 
years. Pentagon officials say they fully support the F-35 effort 
but believe it has too much concurrency, or overlapping 
aircraft testing and purchasing. The military stands by long-
term plans to buy 2,443 F-35s for the Air Force, Navy, and 
Marine Corps. 

In the Senate, F-35 concerns have consistently been raised 
by McCain and, to a lesser extent, SASC Chairman Carl Levin 
(D-Mich.). 

McCain quizzed Frank Kendall, President Barack 
Obama's nominee to be the next Pentagon acquisition chief, 
during his March 29 confirmation hearing about the potential 
for more F-35 cost overruns beyond $150 billion already 
incurred. He told Kendall to describe to the SASC in writing 
what potential "additional cost overruns associated with the 
development of this aircraft" might be. 

Meanwhile, the HASC Air and Land Forces 
subcommittee approved its portion of the FY '13 defense 
authorization bill last Friday without amending it during a 
markup session. The legislation, released last Thursday, calls 
for adding funding to the Pentagon's budget to prevent a 
temporary shutdown of General Dynamics ' [GD] M1 Abrams 
tank and BAE Systems ' Bradley Fighting Vehicle's 
production lines. It would prevent the Pentagon from shutting 
down Northrop Grumman 's [NOC] Global Hawk Block 30 
program, while adding funding for additional vehicle and 
aircraft programs (Defense Daily, April 27). 

The HASC's Readiness subcommittee also approved its 
portion of the authorization bill last Friday without amending 
it. The subpanel's measure, notably, would prevent the Navy 
from retiring three of the four CG-47 cruisers it wants to put to 
rest early in FY '13. 

Readiness Chairman Randy Forbes (R-Va.) said he is 
"concerned about the Navy's overall fleet size and sustained 
demand for naval forces, particularly in light of the strategic 
rebalancing to the Pacific.” 

"The Navy told us in testimony last year, "The cheapest 
way to afford our Navy with the force structure that we need is 
to maintain the ships that we already have,'" he said. "As such, 
by prohibiting (Department of Defense) DoD expenditure of 
funds on the retirement, deactivation or preparation to retire 
these assets--and by restoring the necessary funding--we 
expect the Navy to properly maintain and modernize these 
critical assets.” 

The HASC will mark up the entire authorization bill May 
9, after this week's congressional recess. 

Aides said they expect partisan fighting over the size of 
the defense budget during the full-committee bill-writing 
session. While varied figures are circulated in Washington for 
the size of military budget plans, some aides say the HASC's 
plan would deal the Pentagon $4 billion more than it proposed. 
The HASC is using the Pentagon topline figure in the House-
approved FY '13 budget resolution, which calls for a $554.2 
billion defense budget. 
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The full committee also will address matters not covered 
last week by the seven subcommittees. For example, it is 
expected to call for some reforms proposed by the HASC's 
Panel on Business Challenges in the Defense Industry, which 

wants the Pentagon to help maintain the industrial base, 
improve communication with industry, and revamp its 
acquisition processes (Defense Daily, March 22). 
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38. U.S. House Aims To Reverse Defense Cuts 
(DEFENSE NEWS 28 APR 12) ... Kate Brannen 

Nine months ago, the U.S. House Armed Services 
Committee chairman was faced with a difficult decision: Vote 
for an imperfect bill that carries potential risks to the Defense 
Department or let the U.S. default on its debts for the first time 
in history, possibly sending global markets into a downward 
spiral. 

Rep. Buck McKeon, R-Calif., chose what many viewed as 
the better of two bad options. He voted for the Budget Control 
Act, which raised America’s borrowing limit on condition that 
$2.1 trillion is cut from the nation’s deficit. To generate half of 
those savings, the law placed caps on discretionary spending 
over the next decade, including $487 billion from the 
Pentagon over the 10-year period. 

Now, McKeon’s concern has morphed into outright 
opposition as he leads his committee in its markup of the 2013 
defense authorization bill. 

“We were presented a budget from the administration that 
takes a knife to the defense budget, while growing the size and 
scope of the federal government,” McKeon said in an April 25 
speech. 

McKeon is attempting to roll back the defense cuts 
mandated by the Budget Control Act. The House budget 
allows for increases in defense by pushing deeper cuts in other 
parts of the federal budget. 

The extra funding would pay for additional weapons, 
including some the Pentagon had planned to cancel in 2013, 
such as the Northrop Grumman Block 30 Global Hawk 
program and continued production of Army combat vehicles. 

These changes were outlined in the House Armed 
Services subcommittees’ markups of the 2013 defense 
authorization bill, which were unveiled last week. 

While congressional appropriators have the final say on 
actual spending amounts, the defense authorization bill can 
place restrictions on how that money is spent, in addition to 
creating broader defense policy. 

The full committee is scheduled to meet May 9 to debate 
the bill, while the Senate Armed Services Committee does not 
plan to start writing its version of the bill until late May. 

Air Force 
The House Armed Services tactical air and land forces 

subcommittee recommended adding $1.1 billion above what 
the Pentagon requested for certain weapon programs. 

If the legislation is approved, it would require the Air 
Force to operate Block 30 Global Hawks through the end of 
2014. 

The Pentagon requested $75 million for the UAVs, to 
which the subcommittee added $263 million to fund continued 
operations. 

The subcommittee also recommended funding 36 General 
Atomics MQ-9 Reaper UAVs, 12 more than the Air Force 
requested. To buy the additional 12 systems, the subcommittee 
added $180 million to the Air Force’s $920 million request. 

Army 

The subcommittee mark added $250 million for National 
Guard and reserve equipment. 

The subcommittee also recommended an additional $181 
million for continued M1 Abrams tank upgrades and $140 
million for upgrades to the Bradley Fighting Vehicle. It added 
$62 million to increase 2013 production for the M88A2 
Improved Recovery Vehicle. 

During his April 25 speech, McKeon said he opposed any 
further cuts to the Army’s heavy brigades. “We absolutely 
must preserve those teams. That means mitigating end strength 
reductions, and also preserving the critical industrial base that 
keeps the teams equipped.” 

This spring, Gen. Ray Odierno, chief of staff of the Army, 
testified that the Army is conducting a force-mix study that 
could lead to further heavy brigade cuts. He also said the 
Army’s tank fleet is in excellent shape and, therefore, the 
Army has decided to temporarily shut down the production 
lines for the Abrams and Bradleys until upgrades are needed 
beginning in 2017. 

In the absence of the force-mix study results and a 
quantitative analysis of the impacts to the combat vehicle 
industrial base, the subcommittee recommended providing 
funding to keep those production lines open. 

Navy 
The seapower and projection forces subcommittee 

included a provision that would require a minimum of 12 
ballistic-missile submarines to remain in service for the 
foreseeable future, despite Navy plans to drop below that 
number beginning in 2029. 

Although 14 Ohio-class “boomers” are in service, the 
fleet is scheduled to begin shrinking in 2027 as the oldest units 
are retired. 

Navy plans show the force dropping to 11 ships in 2029 
and reaching 10 in 2032, where the level holds for a decade 
before starting to rise again as new replacement submarines 
come on line. 

The subcommittee also approved the Navy’s request for 
multiyear procurement contracts for 10 Virginia-class attack 
submarines — one more than the Navy request — and 10 
Arleigh Burke-class destroyers. 

The readiness subcommittee recommended preventing the 
Navy from retiring three of the four Aegis cruisers planned for 
decommissioning in 2013. 

Missile Defense 
The subcommittee on strategic forces recommended $170 

million for the procurement of an additional missile defense 
AN/TPY-2 radar in 2013. The Pentagon had requested funding 
for only one. 

The subcommittee mark added $357 million to the 
Ground-based Midcourse Defense program, for a total of $1.3 
billion. Of the new funding, $100 million is for the Defense 
Department to evaluate three possible locations for a covered 
missile defense site on the East Coast of the U.S. Part of this 



 

40 
 

study includes preparing an environmental impact statement 
for the possible sites. 

While Democratic Rep. Loretta Sanchez, ranking member 
on the subcommittee, refrained from debate during the markup 
hearing, her written statement raised objections to some of the 
decisions made by subcommittee chairman Rep. Mike Turner, 
R-Ohio. 

While these marks offer insight into some of Congress’ 
defense priorities, the 2013 budget is a long way from being 
decided. Few in Washington expect Congress to pass a budget 
before Oct. 1, the first day of the new fiscal year. Instead, a 
series of temporary spending measures, known as continuing 
resolutions, are expected to keep the government running until 
after the November election. 
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39. House Approves Cyber Intelligence Sharing Act, Other Bills 
(DEFENSE DAILY 30 APR 12) ... Calvin Biesecker 

The House on Thursday evening approved a bill that 
requires elements of the intelligence community to share 
information about cyber security threats with certified entities 
in the private sector, opening the door to what proponents of 
the bill hope will be improved information sharing between 
the private sector and the intelligence community on cyber 
threats. 

The Cyber Intelligence Sharing and Protection Act 
(CISPA), H.R., 3523, also says that the private sector can 
share threat data with other certified entities as well as the 
federal government, although such sharing is not mandatory. 

The bill had a measure of bipartisan support, with 42 
Democrats joining 206 Republicans to pass the bill 248 to 168. 
In opposition, 140 Democrats were joined by 20 Republicans. 

CISPA was sponsored by Rep. Mike Rogers (R-Mich.), 
chairman of House Permanent Select Committee on 
Intelligence, and Rep. Dutch Ruppersberger (D-Md.), the 
ranking member. 

While the bill calls for the intelligence community to 
establish the guidelines for sharing cyber threat data with the 
private sector, the key provision in the bill that may better 
enable the voluntary sharing of information by certified 
private entities with the federal government and other certified 
public sector firms is a clause on liability protection. That 
clause protects certified entities against civil and criminal 
lawsuits in federal and state courts over information shared for 
national security purposes. 

The bill doesn't prevent private entities from sharing 
personal data with the federal government, which is a source 
of contention around the legislation, but does say that 
appropriate safeguards must be taken including "appropriate 
anonymization or minimization" of shared information. 

Rep. James Langevin (D-R.I.), who backed CISPA, said 
that two-way information sharing on cyber threats will give 
the government better situational awareness although he added 
that the voluntary sharing of information is "helpful...but it 
does not on its own constitute strong cyber security." He also 
said the bill offers stronger privacy protections than originally 
proposed. 

CISPA is narrow in scope and doesn't address authorities 
that the White House as well as others in Congress wants 
outlining the Department of Homeland Security's role in 
working with the private sector and the rest of the federal 
government on sharing information about cyber security and 
creating and enforcing minimum security standards within the 
private sector. 

In a statement on Friday, four senators that have crafted 
comprehensive cyber security legislation applauded the 
passage the CISPA and several other bills in the House but 
also cited shortcomings. 

"We are troubled House leaders blocked consideration of 
protections for critical infrastructure systems, ignoring the 
advice of our military and intelligence leaders as well as most 
cyber security experts," Joseph Lieberman (I/D-Conn.), Susan 
Collins (R-Maine), Jay Rockefeller (D-W. Va.), and Dianne 
Feinstein (D-Calif.), said. The senators are referring to the 
lack of any type of minimum security standards required of 
critical infrastructure owners and operators in the House 
legislation. 

The Cyber Security Act of 2012, introduced in February 
by the four senators, does require the establishment of 
minimum cyber security requirements for critical 
infrastructure. Their bill is expected to be brought to the 
Senate floor this year. 

Also on Thursday evening, the House passed by voice 
vote a bill that would update the Federal Information Security 
Management Act by requiring federal agencies to take a more 
dynamic and flexible approach to monitoring the security of 
their respective networks. 

The Federal Information Security Amendments Act of 
2012, H.R. 4257, calls for autonomous and continuous 
monitoring in near-real time or real time of agency 
information systems. Current law provides a sort of "check-
the-box" mentality of providing network security monitoring 
whereas the new legislation allows agency to take a risk-based 
and flexible approach to protecting their networks, one 
industry official told Defense Daily. 

On Friday, the House approved two additional cyber 
security-related bills that call for federal agencies to develop 
strategic plans to better tailor how research and development 
on cyber security spending should be prioritized. 

The Cybersecurity Enhancement Act of 2011, H.R. 2096 
requires agencies to update strategic plans every three years 
for guiding the overall direction of federal spending on cyber 
security and information assurance. The bill would also 
require the president to report on the cyber security workforce 
needs of the federal government. The bill was approved 395-
10. 

The Advancing America's Networking and Information 
Technology Research and Development Act of 2012, H.R. 
3834, directs federal agencies researching and developing 
information technology to also develop strategic plans. The 
measure passed by voice vote. 
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40. Energy-Tracking Display Will Go Fleetwide In '17 
(NAVY TIMES 07 MAY 12) ... Andy Medici 

The destroyer Kidd has a new weapon in the Navy's battle 
to reduce fuel use — a dashboard that displays energy use in 
real time. 

The dashboard — similar to those in many cars that 
display the number of miles per gallon and overall fuel 
economy — will give commanding officers and shipboard 
engineers details on how their ships consume fuel and provide 
them with the means to reduce fuel use. 

Tom Martin, Naval Sea Systems Command energy office 
technical director, said the display will also show if ship 
systems are using too much energy. 

The indicators for each system will show energy use in 
green, yellow and red, with yellow and red warning that the 
system is burning too much fuel. 

Savings could come from using different combinations of 
engine turbines or by identifying system that do not need to be 
running that could run more efficiently if repaired. 

"Maybe instead of having four air conditioning plants 
online, you can get by on three," Martin said. 

Robert Steele, director of the Fleet Readiness Engineering 
Office, said that by reducing fuel use Navy ships could stay 
out longer and accomplish more before coming back to port. 

"No one wants to be tied up next to the pier," Steele said. 
In addition to Kidd, the Navy has installed the dashboard 

onboard the destroyers Truxtun, Sampson and James E. 
Williams. The destroyer Wayne E. Meyer will receive the 
system by August. 

By October, the Navy hopes to have enough data to 
determine how much the dashboard could save and how it's 
best used and then to begin expanding the number of ships 
with the dashboard, Martin said. The Navy plans to roll out the 
dashboards across the entire surface fleet by the end of fiscal 
2017. 

The service would not say how much the dashboard costs 
or identify the contractor involved, but Martin said it would 
pay for itself if a ship reduces its fuel use by one-third of 1 
percent over a year. The cost is minimal because the 
dashboard and display use sensors already in place on modern 
ships, he said. 

The Navy has a lot at stake: Secretary Ray Mabus has 
said that for every $1 increase in the price of a barrel of oil, 
there is a $31 million jump in the Navy's annual energy costs. 

Martin expects the dashboard to not only increase 
awareness among crews about how their ships use energy but 
also to spark competition among crews to use less energy. 

"Their competitive nature will have them trying to do 
better than those other ships," Martin said. 

And the dashboard could help spur more conservation 
efforts as Sailors apply the same kind of thinking no matter 
where they are. 

"We are trying to install that kind of culture into the 
fleet," Martin said. 
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41. Testing Complete, New Missile Defense Technology To Be Loaded On Navy Ships 
(STARS AND STRIPES 29 APR 12) ... Matthew M. Burke 

SASEBO NAVAL BASE, Japan — The U.S. Navy has 
finished testing the next generation of its Aegis ballistic 
missile defense system and given the green light to put it on at 
least nine cruisers and destroyers by 2015, officials said. 

The Aegis BMD system is a collection of sensors, 
computers, weapon launchers and weapons with the ability to 
track a missile or rocket via satellite and shoot it down. 

The second-generation system, built by Lockheed Martin, 
provides advanced missiles and improved target identification 
capabilities, as well as computer and software upgrades, 
officials said. 

The Yokosuka-based USS Shiloh, a Ticonderoga-class 
guided-missile cruiser, was the first ship to receive the new 
$50 million system after the initial testing phase. 

“This will improve the capability of the Aegis BMD fleet 
to counter missile threats, regardless of theater,” the U.S. 
Navy 7th Fleet spokesman, Lt. Anthony Falvo, wrote in an 
email to Stars and Stripes. With the advanced missile, the 
system is more capable of targeting and intercepting a ballistic 
missile threat than preceding systems, Falvo said. 

Evaluations and tests on the system were formally 
completed March 29 but weren’t announced until April 18, 
five days after North Korea attempted to launch a rocket into 
space. The rocket — which the U.S. believes was designed to 

test the North’s long-range missile capabilities — blew up 
minutes after liftoff. 

U.S. Navy officials declined to comment on how this new 
system might change the game in regard to combatting future 
North Korean threats. 

Between the U.S. and Japanese navies, there are 27 
Aegis-armed ships that are operationally deployable, four of 
which have been provided to the Japanese Maritime Self-
Defense Force, Lockheed Martin officials said in a news 
release. 

Design of the new system began in 2004, according to 
Samantha Un, a spokeswoman for Lockheed Martin. 

The USS Lake Erie received the system in an engineering 
form three years ago and has “been to sea” six times to track 
16 ballistic missiles of varying complexities with varied 
success, Un said. In March 2011, the Lake Erie successfully 
intercepted a cruise missile using the new system, but failed to 
intercept a medium-range separating ballistic missile in 
September. 

Despite its failed test, Un said, the new system worked 
with the SM-3 Block IB missile and thus performed well 
enough to continue development. 

The new system is slated to be installed on two Arleigh 
Burke-class destroyers this year, Falvo said. 
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42. USS North Dakota Set To Be Completed In 2014 
Sub commander to speak here on Tuesday 
(FARGO INFOURUM 29 APR 12) ... Helmut Schmidt 

FARGO – The executive officer for the USS North 
Dakota, one of the Navy’s newest nuclear attack submarines, 
will be in Fargo on Tuesday and Wednesday to talk about its 
construction. 

Lt. Cmdr. Jeremiah D. Minner will speak at a dinner 
sponsored by the North Dakota Council of the Navy League of 
the United States on Tuesday at the Ramada Inn. 

Wednesday, Minner will speak at a news conference and 
VIP luncheon at the Ramada hosted by the Fargo Moorhead 
West Fargo Chamber of Commerce. 

The USS North Dakota is the first of the latest version of 
the Navy’s Virginia-class nuclear attack submarines. 

Construction of the USS North Dakota – designated SSN 
784 – began in March 2009, and plans call for the sub to be 
handed over to the Navy in 2014. 

A keel-laying ceremony for the USS North Dakota will be 
held May 11, said Greg Rose, a spokesperson for Electric Boat 
Corp in Groton, Conn., where the submarine is being built. 

“They build it in segments, five or six big chunks,” said 
Bob Wefald, spokesman for the North Dakota Council of the 
Navy League. 

Components of the submarine are also being built at 
Quonset Point, R.I., and Newport, R.I., said Bob Wefald, the 
North Dakota spokesman for the Navy League. 

Wefald said he lobbied 23 years to get the Navy to name 
another ship after North Dakota. 

SSN 784 will be the second ship to honor North Dakota, 
which has produced 17 recipients of the Congressional Medal 
of Honor. 

The first USS North Dakota (BB-29), was a 20,000-ton 
Delaware-class battleship that served from 1910 to 1923. 

Wefald, 69, is a former state attorney general and state 
district court judge. He’s also a Navy veteran, who served as a 
gunnery officer on a guided missile destroyer during the 
Vietnam War. He later entered the reserves, serving at several 
posts around the world, before retiring in 1991 as a captain. 

Wefald says North Dakotans will be proud of the 
submarine when it is completed. 

“It’s a great honor for the state,” Wefald said. “It’s going 
to be carrying the name North Dakota around the world.” 

Virginia-class submarines can strike targets at sea (ships 
or other submarines) or on land, using a mix of torpedoes and 
missiles. They’re stealthy and are equipped with sophisticated 
surveillance gear. 

The submarines are also designed to carry and deliver 
teams of special forces troops. They can also deliver mines 
and map minefields. 

Virginia-class submarines are 377 feet long and displace 
7,800 tons. They can operate at more than 25 knots submerged 
(about 29 mph). 

“The bottom line is our enemies should not leave their 
coast undefended,” Wefald said. 

According to Military.com, Virginia-class subs were to 
have cost $1.8 billion apiece, but the price tag has grown to 
$2.3 billion, due to drawn- out construction schedules. 
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43. What Says San Diego For A Navy Ship? 
With competition fierce, new amphibious vessel gathering memorabilia 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 28 APR 12) ... Jeanette Steele 

The people of San Diego face a challenge to their civic 
pride. 

The Navy named a $1.3 billion warship for the city and 
stationed it in San Diego Bay, the first city-named ship to be 
assigned to its namesake town. 

According to unofficial Navy tradition, a ship named for a 
place carries local memorabilia. 

It’s not the Navy’s job to provide it. The task falls to the 
citizenry. And the clock is ticking on the debut. The San 
Diego, a San Antonio-class amphibious transport dock ship, is 
scheduled to be commissioned May 19 at the downtown Navy 
Pier. 

The competition sits in plain sight. The Green Bay, a 
sister amphibious ship, enjoys some fame around the 
waterfront for its abundant sports memorabilia. The Green 
Bay Packers football team adopted the ship, allowing it to use 
the Packers “G” logo on board. 

The ship’s helicopters sport the green G painted on the 
side. On the bow, two giant G’s festoon the capstans, which 
pull up the anchors. When the Packers won the 2011 NFL 
championship, the ship flew a team-signed Super Bowl flag on 
the front mast. One former skipper, a Wisconsin native, 
ordered Green Bay games to be shown in the hangar bay. 

The 360 Sailors on the San Diego crew don’t want to be 
outdone by a town of 100,000 people on the frigid edge of 
Lake Michigan. 

“They have a lot of stuff. I guess the city of Green Bay 
really did a tremendous job on that ship,” said Sr. Chief Klaus 
Moser, a San Diego crewman who graduated from Chula 
Vista’s Castle Park High School. 

“But I want to be better than Green Bay.” 
San Diego Mayor Jerry Sanders feels it, the stir of 

competitive spirit. 
When he thinks of San Diego style, he thinks: SeaWorld. 

San Diego Zoo. Rubio’s fish tacos. He thinks Chargers 
lightning bolts, Padres gear and Aztecs paraphernalia. 

Other ideas from around town: Dr. Seuss. Balboa Park. 
Sportfishing. Surfboards. Comic-Con. San Diego’s fine craft 
beers (though Sailors don’t drink aboard ship.) 

“I’d tell San Diegans that, No. 1, we’re a Navy city and 
we’re proud to be a Navy city,” Sanders said Thursday. “We’d 
love people to come forward as quickly as possible, with as 
many items as they can, so we can sift through them and outfit 
the ship so everybody in San Diego can be proud.” 

As for the Packers’ gear adorning the other ship? 
“That’s all Green Bay has to offer,” the mayor said. 



 

43 
 

The job of shepherding the memorabilia goes to the ship’s 
commissioning committee, a citizens group tied to the Navy 
League. The Navy itself can’t solicit gifts. 

That committee also raises money to pay for the 
commissioning ceremony and to buy gifts for the crew, such 
as onboard workout equipment and ship ballcaps. The group 
has raised just over $100,000, with a goal of $150,000, a 
spokesman said last week. 

Aside from money, movement on San Diego momentos 
has been slow. A tour of what’s already on board is a short 
one. 

Street signs donated by city government are tacked up in 
passageways and chow halls. Balboa Avenue. Mission Bay 
Drive. The Padres’ SD logo dots the ship, hanging on doors 
and even marking parking spaces on the ship’s pier. The 
Chargers’ bolt is painted on the floor in one major 
thoroughfare. 

Perhaps the best detail so far: The enlisted chow hall is 
called the Gaslamp Cafe, with the city skyline incorporated in 
the logo. 

These touches mean something to Sailors. 
“It reminds you of home, that’s for sure,” said Lt. Cmdr. 

Wes House, the ship’s executive officer. “The skyline is a big 
deal to us. When we saw the Coronado Bridge and the city 
skyline the first time, we were pretty happy.” 

Large U.S. warships, such as aircraft carriers, have mini-
museums dedicated to their namesakes, who are usually 
presidents or senators. The carrier Ronald Reagan’s museum 
holds a piece of the Berlin Wall. 

Amphibious ships named for famous Marine Corps 
battles often mount historical artifacts. For instance, the San 
Diego-based Makin Island holds a tribute to the Makin Island 
Raiders, a victorious Marine unit from World War II. 

The San Diego’s commissioning committee has plans for 
more items. On the solemn side, the ship intends to honor a 

Camp Pendleton infantry Marine killed in action in 
Afghanistan in 2010. A portrait or uniform from 1st Lt. 
William J. Donnelly IV, a 27-year-old officer from the 3rd 
Battalion, 5th Marine Regiment, is expected hang on one wall. 

This is the fourth ship to be named for San Diego, and the 
crew of the current one intends to reclaim pieces of its 
predecessors. 

The bell from the World War II-era San Diego, a light 
cruiser, resides at the Admiral Kidd Club on Point Loma 
Naval Base. The silver service — cups, tea pot and the like — 
from the Cold War-era San Diego, a combat stores ship 
decommissioned in 1993, is aboard the aircraft carrier 
Abraham Lincoln. 

Commissioning committee spokesman Jack Harkins said 
there’s also a place for things that represent the cultural sweep 
of San Diego, from the La Jolla hills to the Tijuana border. 

“It’s a melting pot. We’ve got lots of cultures that can be 
expressed here, certainly the Hispanic influence is rich and I 
think that’s a great opportunity for fine contributions to 
emerge,” Harkins said. 

The San Diego’s skipper said there’s something that the 
Chargers should know about Navy ships and their namesake 
cities. 

“When the USS New Orleans came around to San Diego 
the year she was commissioned, the New Orleans Saints won 
the Super Bowl. When USS Green Bay came around and 
arrived in San Diego, the Packers won the Super Bowl,” said 
Cmdr. Kevin Meyers, a Mira Mesa resident for the past 12 
years. 

Now, the San Diego has arrived. And the NFL draft 
finished Saturday. 

“Hopefully that gets back to the Chargers, and they are on 
notice,” Meyers said. “The Navy has done its job. We’re 
looking for the three-peat.” 

Return to Index 
 

44. NASSCO-Built Spy Vessel Is On The Auction Block 
Underwater barge part of CIA mission to retrieve Soviet sub sunk in 1968 
(SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE 28 APR 12) ... Gary Robbins 

One of the most unusual ships ever built at General 
Dynamics NASSCO will be auctioned off by the federal 
government, which has no use for a huge barge that helped to 
secretly recover pieces of a Soviet submarine that sank during 
the Cold War. 

The General Services Administration is selling the 
Hughes Mining Barge and the experimental Navy ship it 
houses, the Sea Shadow. The vessels are moored at the 
National Defense Reserve Fleet in Suisun Bay, northeast of 
Oakland. 

The 324-foot submersible barge was built at NASSCO in 
the early 1970s as part of Project Azorian, a highly classified 
attempt by the Central Intelligence Agency to retrieve K-129, 
a diesel sub that mysteriously sank 1,560 miles northwest of 
Hawaii in 1968. The sub reportedly was carrying three nuclear 
missiles. 

The CIA separately arranged for Howard Hughes to build 
the Glomar Explorer, a 619-foot ship that supposedly was to 
be used for deep- sea drilling. But a report released by the CIA 

says that the vessel was designed to grab all or part of the sub, 
which would be pulled up from the seafloor and hidden inside 
the barge. 

There are conflicting accounts about whether the CIA 
mission succeeded to any significant degree. 

The barge, which has a large dome, was later mothballed 
in San Francisco. But in 1982, the Navy transferred the vessel 
to a Lockheed Martin plant in Redwood City, where it served 
as a dry dock for the construction of Sea Shadow, a stealth 
ship that was used to test naval technology. The barge also 
was used to hide Sea Shadow during part of its sea trials off 
Southern California. After the test program ended, both 
vessels were transferred to the reserve fleet. 

Various attempts have been made to make at least Sea 
Shadow part of a museum exhibit, but those efforts have 
failed. The GSA is accepting bids on the ships through the end 
of next week. Five bids have been made, with the highest at 
$99,075. 
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45. Navy To Transfer USS Iowa To Local Nonprofit Group Monday 
(TORRANCE (CA) DAILY BREEZE 29 APR 12) ... Donna Littlejohn 

SAN PEDRO - Navy officially transfers USS Iowa to 
South Bay nonprofit on Monday 

Ownership of the USS Iowa will officially be transferred 
from the Navy to the Pacific Battleship Center on Monday 
morning. 

After years of negotiations and planning, Navy Vice 
Adm. W. Mark Skinner and Pacific Battleship President 
Robert Kent are set to sign the final contract. The ship will 
become a permanent, interactive naval museum and memorial 
based at the Port of Los Angeles along San Pedro's waterfront. 

The Navy awarded the Iowa to the nonprofit center on 
Sept. 6, 2011, under the Navy's ship donation program. It is 

the last battleship in the world to be saved and turned into a 
permanent museum. The contract is the final step in the 
transfer of ownership to the Pacific Battleship Center. 

The ship has been undergoing refurbishment and repair in 
the Port of Richmond and will begin its final voyage to Los 
Angeles on May 20. 

The vessel is scheduled to arrive at its permanent home at 
Berth 87 on June 9 with a series of celebrations planned the 
first week of July. A grand opening for the general public will 
be held on July 7. 
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BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
46. WASP Sailors Visit Students At Florida Magnate School 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 27 APR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Gretchen M. Albrecht, USS Wasp Public Affairs 

PORT EVERGLADES, Fla. -- Eleven Sailors and one 
Marine assigned to the amphibious assault ship USS Wasp 
(LHD 1) visited Apollo Middle School April 26 to give 
students perspective on Navy life during Fleet Week Port 
Everglades. 

During the visit, Sailors discussed their mission, benefits, 
and experiences in the naval service with the students. The 
Sailors answered a variety of questions ranging from Wasp's 
capabilities to humanitarian missions. 

"I thought this was a great experience for our students," 
said Lori Bruno, an 8th grade reading teacher. "The Sailors 
really did a great job explaining their jobs to the students and 
really got them involved and opened their eyes to careers and 
opportunities they didn't know a lot about before." 

Apollo Middle School is a Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Mathematics (S.T.E.M.) magnate school that 
integrates practical applications into its curriculum using real 
life scenarios. 

"This exposed our students to Sailors in S.T.E.M. related 
career fields and opened their eyes to the opportunities that are 
out there for them," said Winfred Porter, S.T.E.M. magnate 
coordinator. "It is easy to get off track while in school, so 
having Sailors come really helps motivate the kids to do better 
and to have high aspirations and see that what they do now 
will help them in the future." 

The Sailors who volunteered spoke highly of their 
experience. 

"I really wanted to talk to the kids and to hear what they 
had to say," said Aviation Boatswains Mate (Fuels) 3rd Class 
(AW) John Aguma. "They were actively engaged throughout 
the presentation and had so many great questions for us. I 
think it was a big success." 

Logistics Specialist 2nd Class Julie Lechnar jumped at the 
chance to speak to students because she had never been 
exposed to the Navy when she was in middle school and 
thought it was important to motivate the students while they 
were young. 

"I think this really opened their eyes to the opportunities 
that are out there for them," said Lechnar. "It showed them the 
importance of their actions and choices now, and it was 
definitely a successful and fun day for everyone." 

Students like 6th grader Toni-Lee Brown had never met a 
Sailor before and thoroughly enjoyed the opportunity. 

"It is really nice to know that there are people out there 
protecting us," said Brown. "I really liked hearing their stories 
about traveling around the world and seeing new things. I 
think getting to ask questions was my favorite part." 

After going class to class and speaking with students, 
service members got the opportunity to talk with Mr. Shawn 
Aycock, Apollo Middle School principal, who was grateful. 

"We truly appreciate everyone for coming out and helping 
to motivate our students," said Aycock. "To see how well they 
responded to you all and how engaged they were shows me 
how much they enjoyed the time and I think it was great." 

USS Dallas Sailors Visit Local Students During Fleet 
Week 

(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 28 APR 12) Mass 
Communication Specialist 2nd Class Gregory Johnson, Navy 
Region Southeast Public Affairs 

PORT EVERGLADES, Fla. -- Fourteen Sailors assigned 
to the Los Angeles Class-attack submarine USS Dallas (SSN 
700) visited Harbordale Elementary School in Fort 
Lauderdale, Fla., April 27 as part of Fleet Week Port 
Everglades 2012. 

The visit served as a chance for students to learn about the 
Navy and its Sailors. The event also provided an opportunity 
for the submariners to emphasize the importance of education. 

"This kind of event is a huge opportunity for us to reach 
out to these kids and show them that we do more than just 
fight," said Commander, Navy Region Southeast Community 
Relations Coordinator Chief Religious Program Specialist 
(SW/AW) Mike Music. "Many of these children may not be 
familiar with the Navy and what our Sailors do, so for them to 
have a chance to interact with the Sailors can be a real 
learning experience." 

The Sailors spent the morning speaking to kindergarten 
through fifth-grade students about their Navy careers and how 
math and science are essential to their ability to successfully 
perform their jobs. 

According to Theresa Bucolo, Harbordale Elementary 
School principal, Sailors can have a tremendous impact on 
educators' efforts to encourage children to learn. 
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"The kids love these visits because the uniforms are so 
impressive and the Sailors really are like celebrities to them," 
she said. "The kids look up to them and will really listen to 
what they have to say. I can say it over and over again, but to 
hear a successful Sailor up there talking about the importance 
of education puts it on a different level." 

While many of the students walked away from the event 
with new perspective on the Navy, many of the Sailors left 
with a sense of true satisfaction from the opportunity to have a 
positive impact on children who may someday be Navy 
leaders themselves, said Electrician's Mate 1st Class (SS/DV) 
Chris Duman, who participated in the visit. 

"Being able to come out here and spend the time with the 
children of the community has been absolutely great," he said. 
"It's a day for us and the kids to get together and learn more 
about each other. Who knows, maybe today will have such an 
impact on one of these kids, they will go on to be a great 
leader in the Navy." 

In addition to speaking to more than 300 students, Sailors 
also had lunch in the school cafeteria where they signed 
hundreds of autographs for hundreds of enthusiastic kids. 

"It was a lot of fun," said fifth-grade student Jasmine 
Johnson. "My favorite part of this visit was learning about the 
meaning of the pins and patches." 

Harbordale Elementary School was established in 1959 
and currently enrolls 350 students. The school has had a long-
standing relationship with the Navy, coordinating annual visits 
during Fleet Week Port Everglades for nearly a decade. 

WASP Sailors And Marines Visit Port Everglades 
Elderly 

(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 27 APR 12) Mass 
Communication Specialist 3rd Class Ja’Mai C.J. Stokes, USS 
Wasp Public Affairs 

PORT EVERGLADES, Fla. -- Forty Sailors and Marines 
from amphibious assault ship USS Wasp (LHD 1) and Marine 
Expeditionary Unit 26 (MEU 26) visited veterans and the 
seniors at a veteran's community and an elderly care facility in 
Broward County, Fla., April 26. 

Starting at 8 a.m. and under a special police escort 
through the local rush hour traffic, Sailors and Marines headed 
for their first stop at Advocate Home Services for a special 
veterans program. 

While at Advocate, Sailors and Marines had coffee and 
donuts with veterans who served in WWII, Korea, and 
Vietnam. The volunteers also heard remarks from local elected 
officials. 

For some Sailors and Marines this was an excellent 
opportunity for networking and a chance to hear stories from 
"the greatest generation." 

"This was an amazing opportunity to talk with veterans 
from WWII," said Aviation Support Equipment Technician 
3rd Class Samuel Johnson. "It felt great listening to so many 
stories of how the Navy used to do things and some of the 
veterans remembering old cadences they use to sing. I am glad 
Wasp decided to be part of this program." 

After leaving Advocate, Sailors and Marines headed for 
Independence Hall where seniors waited by the main entrance 
patiently to greet them with waving American flags, smiles 
and waves. 

"We are so happy the Navy and Marines decided to come 
here today," said Jill Gentile, a resident of Independence Hall. 
"This is the highlight for today. I want to say thanks for nice 
young men and women coming to spend some of their time 
with us for lunch." 

Wasp Sailors will be in Fort Lauderdale, Fla., from April 
25-29 celebrating Navy Week, and during that time they will 
participate in a wide range of events consisting of various 
receptions, community relations projects and inter-ship 
competitions. 

Broadcast Clip - Check Out USS Wasp On Facebook 
And Livestream 

(YOUTUBE 28 APR 12) U.S. Navy 
PORT PORT EVERGLADES, Fla. Tune in daily through 

30 April at 10am ET to see more live segments - 
www.livestream.com/usnavy. 

View Clip (RT: 0:10) 
Return to Index 
 

47. Wasp Crewmembers Volunteer At Florida Children's Hospital During Fleet Week 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 28 APR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Gretchen Albrecht, USS Wasp Public Affairs 

PORT EVERGLADES, Fla. -- Sailors and a Marine 
assigned to the amphibious assault ship USS Wasp (LHD 1) 
visited the Chris Evert Children's Hospital in Broward County, 
Fla., April 27 to help lift the spirits of the hospital's children, 
parents and staff during Navy Week Port Everglades. 

Sailors received a tour of the hospital and saw the 
resources available to children and parents before going room 
to room to meet with the children. 

"This is a very big day for the kids because they would 
not normally get the opportunity to meet such great role 
models," said Ann Fogel, the hospital's child life coordinator. 
"It really makes the kids smile as well as the parents and staff, 
and the Sailors visiting brings these wonderful, strong children 
such joy." 

Gunnery Sgt. Earnest Sheffield felt especially blessed to 
have the opportunity to give back to the community that is 
hosting Navy Week. 

"I love seeing their faces light up and being able to bring 
some happiness to a unfortunate situation," said Sheffield. "As 

military members we have so many opportunities open to us, 
so being able to give back and help is always a good thing and 
something we should all do." 

Service members walked room to room bringing stickers, 
photographs and laughter to each child they met. 

"It was really fun to meet everyone," said Cindy 
Alphonso, a 15-year-old patient. "It was a nice surprise and I 
really liked looking at the pictures of their ship." 

Parents were extremely grateful to Wasp's crewmembers 
for taking the time from their liberty to visit them. 

"I think you guys are just great," said Glenn Fidje. "I 
know this has made my son's day." 

Electronics Technician 3rd Class Rudy Picardo never 
volunteered at a children's hospital until today, and for him the 
experience was meaningful. 

"I enjoyed meeting each child and I loved how excited 
they got when we came in to visit," said Picardo. "It really 
puts things into perspective when you meet these kids and 
their families. It really helps me put a face to those of whom I 
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am defending my country and helps solidify the reason I am 
serving." 

After meeting with children, parents and staff, service 
members were treated to lunch in the hospital dining facility 
before returning to Wasp, but not before Fogel thanked 
everyone one last time. 

"You guys are great and we appreciate you all so much," 
said Fogel. "I think these kids are all heroes for going through 
what they have to go through. It was so nice that these little 
heroes got to meet real life military heroes today; it was truly a 
success." 

Four U.S. Navy ships, a submarine, and a U.S. Coast 
Guard cutter are participating in Fleet Week Port Everglades 
2012, an event designed to showcase the investment 
Americans have made in their Navy and increase awareness in 
cities that do not have a significant Navy presence. 

Wasp Sailors will be in Fort Lauderdale, Fla., from April 
25-30 celebrating Fleet Week, and during that time will be 
participating in a wide range of events consisting of various 
receptions, community relation projects and inter-ship 
competitions. 

Wasp Sailors Help Make Home Repairs During Fleet 
Week 

(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 28 APR 12) Mass 
Communication Specialist Seaman Andrew M. Rivard, USS 
Wasp Public Affairs 

PORT EVERGLADES, Fla., -- Twelve Sailors from the 
amphibious assault ship USS Wasp (LHD 1) joined together 
for a community relations project (COMREL) with volunteers 
at the Rebuilding Together Broward County organization 
April 28 During Fleet Week Port Everglades. 

Sailors worked for more than seven hours making indoor 
and outdoor home repairs including reinforcing and repairing 
roofs that had taken termite damage, removing old bath tubs, 
kitchen cabinets, and sinks in order to replace them with 
newer and more efficient models, and providing fresh coats of 
paint to the houses. 

"Having the chance to come out and help a community 
that has so graciously hosted us for Navy Week Port 
Everglades is an extreme honor and privilege that I couldn't 
pass up," said Aviation Support Equipment Technician 
Airman James Marshall. "Being able to come out for 
COMRELs and help those less fortunate is one of the best 
things I get to do." 

Throughout the course of the day Joy Cooper, mayor of 
Halandale Beach, made multiple visits to assist with the repair 
work as well as to thank the Sailors for all the work they 
contributed to repairing the houses. 

"I am extremely honored to have these Sailors here 
donating their time and service to our community," said 
Cooper. "On behalf of the city and the community I would like 
to thank every single one of our service members for the work 
they did here." 

San Jacinto And DeWert Reach Out To The 
Community During Fleet Week 

(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 28 APR 12) Mass 
Communication Specialist 2nd Class Jacob Sippel, Navy 
Public Affairs Support Element East Detachment Southeast 

PORT EVERGLADES, Fla. -- USS San Jacinto (CG 56) 
and USS DeWert (FFG 45) Sailors participated in a 
community relations project April 27 supporting the U.S. 
Navy's largest community outreach effort in south Florida. 

The Feeding South Florida community relations project, 
part of Fleet Week Port Everglades 2012, provided Sailors the 
opportunity to assist an organization dedicated to eradicating 
hunger in South Florida. The nearly 40 volunteers assisted in 
distributing 37,000 pounds of chicken and 10,000 pieces of 
fruit and vegetables. More than 500 individuals and families - 
all of whom were faced with a need and received help from 
the Feeding South Florida organization - were present during 
the community relations project. 

Feeding South Florida, a non-profit organization 
dedicated to feeding South Florida's hungry in an effort to 
improve quality of life, distributes food and groceries through 
a network of other non-profit organizations, educates the 
public on hunger issues in America and engages the 
community in an effort to end hunger. 

"We capture food that would ordinarily go to waste in the 
community - food that is still good and usable," said Feeding 
South Florida Director of External Affairs Anthea Pennant. 
"We redistribute to other non-profit organizations who are on 
the frontline feeding those that are hungry. Hunger doesn't 
have to exist in America and I'm glad we have some of the 
nation's finest men and women to help today." 

San Jacinto and DeWert Sailors sorted and packed canned 
goods along with other boxed food products. According to 
Pennant, much of what Feeding South Florida does relies 
heavily on volunteer help in the warehouse. She said food 
donated from food drives, supermarkets and other food 
industry companies needs to be sorted, checked and 
repackaged. Volunteers process the bulk of the food, and last 
year Feeding South Florida distributed more than 30 million 
pounds of food and grocery products in Broward County. 

"I feel pretty good about this - we're giving back to the 
community," said DeWert Sailor Cryptologic Technician 
(Technical) 2nd Class Kirby Duckett. "This crisis is bigger 
than I thought it was and I feel very special to be helping out. I 
never thought about America starving like this because I was 
always given ample opportunity to have food." 

Pennant thinks the relationship between the Navy and 
Feeding South Florida is a special one marked by years of 
constant interaction with visiting Sailors, Soldiers, Airmen and 
Marines. 

"I think this is a great partnership with the Sailors," she 
said. "They get to help hand out the food to the individuals in 
need and then maybe help walk the elderly, some of whom are 
not strong enough to carry boxes of food. We are all just really 
excited to have the Navy helping us today. It's the Sailors who 
are making sure we're safe right here at home and also are 
helping to fight hunger and feed hope." 

Fleet Week Port Everglades Sailors Participate In 
"Take A Hero Fishing" Tourney 

(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 28 APR 12) Mass 
Communication Specialist Seaman Preston Paglinawan, Navy 
Region Southeast Pulic Affairs 

FORT LAUDERDALE, Fla. -- More than 75 Sailors, 
Marines and Coastguardsmen participated in the fourth annual 
"Take a Hero Fishing" tournament, April 27, during Fleet 
Week Port Everglades 2012. 

Local anglers donated their time and boats, to show their 
appreciation for the visiting service members. 

"It's a huge honor to be able to give our time to these guys 
and most of them are kids that are putting their lives on the 
line for us, and it's the very least that we, as a fishing 
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community, can do to try and give back," said Leon Tomczyk, 
captain of the fishing boat "Red Sun." 

Event participants had five hours to locate fish, hook them 
and return to the pier to have their catch weighed. The top 
three heaviest fish won, with the winners receiving a t-shirt. 

"Full of Fish" Captain Bruce Evangelista echoed 
Tomczyk's sentiments, saying his appreciation for the job 
service members do on a daily basis has earned his respect. 

"I have no problem taking the day off and showing them a 
great time catching some fish out on the water," he said. "It's 
some way I can give thanks to the troops for the work they do 
each and every day." 

While numerous recreational activities are being planned 
during the week-long Fleet Week Port Everglades festivities, 
the "Take a Hero Fishing Tournament," hosted by 20 local 
fishermen, proved a significant attraction, one which USS 
Dallas Sailor Machinist Mate Fireman Robby Cook said 
seemed heartfelt. 

"The atmosphere is great - it's really relaxed, there's no 
pressure, there's no strain on anything and for these guys to 
spend their hard earned money and take the time out of their 
day to allow us to go with them, well that's an honor and 
privilege for us," he said. 
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48. Culinary Specialists Go To Battlestations In Fleet Week Galley Wars 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 29 APR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Greg Johnson, Commander, Navy Region 
Southeast Public Affairs 

FORT LAUDERDALE, Fla. -- More than 30 culinary 
specialists assigned to ships participating in Fleet Week Port 
Everglades 2012 competed in Galley Wars April 28 at Hugh's 
Culinary in Oakland Park, Fla. 

The event was designed to test the kitchen skills of 
participants and recognize their superior talents in the field of 
culinary arts through a fast-paced cooking competition, an 
event Hugh's Culinary owner and event organizer Hugh 
McCauley said is intended to bring the military and civilian 
communities closer together. 

"Our main goal is to promote some camaraderie between 
the military and the community," he said. "We all enjoy the 
opportunity to interact with each other and mingle and this 
event is a great way to do that." 

The competition featured one team from each ship, 
including the multi-purpose amphibious assault Ship USS 
Wasp (LHD 1), the Ticonderoga-class guided-missile 
destroyers USS San Jacinto (CG 56) and USS Gettysburg (CG 
64), the Oliver Hazard Perry-class frigate USS DeWert (FFG 
45), the U.S. Coast Guard cutter Bernard C. Webber and the 
Los Angeles-class fast-attack submarine USS Dallas (SSN 
700). Each team had one hour to prepare two identical platters 
composed of several courses with at least one of those dishes 
including the secret ingredient - swordfish. 

"It's one of those things you can't really prepare for," said 
Culinary Specialist 2nd Class Curtis Pacheco of Wasp. "You 
don't really know what you'll be working with until you get 
there. It was the first time I had done something like this and it 
was really fun," said Pacheco. "There was definitely a lot of 
competitiveness in the kitchen between the ships." 

"Every participant from the ship has to bring their A-
game to succeed here," McCauley said. "It's always a 
challenge, but they always bring their individual expertise and 
pull together a team effort to overcome a difficult 
environment." 

Once the dishes were plated, they were judged by five 
celebrity judges. This year's Judges Choice Award winner was 
Dallas and the Audience Favorite Award winner was Bernard 
C. Webber. 

However, winning and losing were not the most important 
aspect of the event, said Culinary Specialist 2nd Class (SS) 
Josue Ramirez, a culinary specialist assigned to Dallas. 

"They all had great attitudes and teamwork," he said. 
"They were really some of the best cooks in the Navy and it 
was a great experience to compete against them and learn 
from each other." 

According to McCauley, the competition was fierce and it 
was extremely difficult to choose a winner. 

"All the teams were really close and they all did a great 
job at using their experience. Every one of them did a superb 
job with the secret ingredient and every team put forth a 
tremendous effort. All of them should be proud," he said. 

The Navy's more than 7,000 culinary specialists (CS), 
deployed around the globe, feed on average more than 92 
million wholesome and nutritious meals per year, ensuring the 
Navy's fighting forces operate at peak performance and are 
ready to respond to threats worldwide. Navy commanding 
officers agree that nothing impacts Sailors on a day-to-day 
basis more than the food CSs prepare for them; they believe 
these top quality meals contribute directly to Sailor quality of 
life and morale. Today's CSs have greater culinary instruction 
than ever before. With even more advanced training on the 
way. Sailors, both afloat and ashore, can look forward to even 
healthier and better-tasting meals in the near future. 

Four U.S. Navy ships, a submarine and a U.S. Coast 
Guard cutter are participating in Fleet Week Port Everglades 
2012, an event designed to showcase the investment 
Americans have made in their Navy and increase awareness in 
cities that do not have a significant Navy presence. 
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49. Naval Support Activity Base Hosts Adult Special Olympics 
(CUMBERLAND COUNTY (PA) SENTINEL 28 APR 12) ... Joseph Cress 

This is not a story about an athlete following in the 
footsteps of an older sibling, but of sisters walking side-by-
side in a triumph of the heart and spirit. 

For years, Megan Palmer of Mt. Holly Springs has been 
the “buddy” to her kid sister Brittany, a Special Olympics 
athlete who lives in a group home in Carlisle. 
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Together, they’ve been to regional level competitions held 
throughout Cumberland, Dauphin, Perry and northern York 
counties. 

Everywhere they go, Megan lends her support and 
guidance so Brittany can get to all her events and carry the day 
as a winner no matter how she placed. 

“I cheer for her and encourage her to finish,” the older 
sister said. “Just watching her participate makes me feel better 
about myself.” 

Sense of belonging 
About 193 athletes ages 18 and above participated in the 

adult Special Olympics games held Saturday at the Naval 
Support Activity in Hampden Township. 

They braved an early morning chill for the opening 
ceremony before dispersing to events that include track and 
field, the softball throw and the standing long jump. 

Other athletes tested their skills in basketball, soccer and 
baseball or boarded a bus to participate in swimming at 
Messiah College or bowling at Trindle Bowl. 

“Everything about today is for them,” said Denise Palmer, 
mother to both Megan and Brittany. “Special Olympics makes 
them feel like they belong.” 

A Mechanicsburg resident, Denise Palmer is a 
management analyst in the contract department of the Navy 
base. She explained how workers across the installation join 
together every year to raise money to host the adult Special 
Olympics meet. 

About 500 base employees volunteered their time to plan, 
organize and staff the event, said Darlene Miller Cooley, base 
director of workforce diversity. As event director, Cooley 
oversaw a management team of 25 employees who 
coordinated every aspect of the annual meet, now in its 22nd 
year. 

“The commitment of all these people shows you how 
much they care and how much they love others,” Cooley said. 
“Isn’t that what the world is supposed to be about?” 

“It is very heartwarming to see the athletes every year,” 
said Harriet Molnar, a base employee. “They recognize you 
and give you a big hug. It’s great to see the smiles on their 
faces.” 

Molnar is president of the local chapter of Federally 
Employed Women – a nonprofit organization that advances 
the cause of women in government jobs. Because community 

outreach is an important part of their mission, FEW has 
sponsored every Special Olympics on the base since 2000. 

A Chance To Shine 
The annual meet is significant because it is the only event 

in the four-county area tailored specifically for adults, 
according to Kay Straw, director of Special Olympics for 
Pennsylvania Area M. 

Qualifying athletes from the regional competitions earn 
the right to participate in the state games held in June at State 
College. 

“It’s wonderful how they open up the Navy base to us 
every year,” Straw said. “Our athletes look up to the military 
and are thrilled to get their medals from the men and women 
in uniform that they admire.” 

The annual event is also an opportunity for athletes to 
renew old friendships. Though new herself, Allison Wilkins of 
Harrisburg saw her buddy, Special Olympian Alice Ansel of 
New Cumberland, get around to her friends. Ansel competed 
in the 100-meter walk, softball throw and basketball skills. 

“Everywhere we went, Alice had hugs for her friends,” 
Wilkins said. “She’s very outgoing and friendly. The athletes 
are having a great time.” 

Wilkins was new to the role of “buddy.” She heard there 
was a need for volunteers and thought it would be a rewarding 
experience. Wilkins fulfilled her mission and even got an 
official endorsement. 

“She’s keeping me out of trouble,” Ansel said of her 
“buddy.” 

Marine Staff Sergeant Peter Schwoyer was happy to learn 
he was measuring up to the expectations of his Special 
Olympian. 

“He’s doing a pretty good job,” said Mary Kay Futrell, 
55, of New Cumberland – a participant in the program since 
age 16. 

Schwoyer helped Futrell march in place and do other 
exercises to limber up before participating in the 100 meter 
walk and softball throw. A Kutztown resident, he volunteered 
to do his part as a citizen and a serviceman. 

“The Special Olympics is very special to our hearts,” 
Cooley said. “It makes us happy to see we are making other 
people happy. We truly believe there is no such thing as a 
disability. There is only ability.” 
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50. Kids Rule NSF Arlington During 'Bring Your Child To Work Day' 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 27 APR 12) ... Ensign Amber Lynn Daniel, Chief of Naval Personnel Public Affairs 

WASHINGTON -- Naval Support Facility Arlington 
opened its doors to more than 25 four- to 12-year olds April 
26 during the nationwide "Take Our Daughters and Sons to 
Work Day" event. 

The Chief of Naval Personnel staff has hosted their 
annual "Bring Your Child to Work Day" for three consecutive 
years. 

The staff joined organizations and workplaces across the 
nation in educating and transforming the lives of millions of 
young girls and boys through interactive tours and face-to-face 
engagement. 

"The 'Bring Your Child to Work Day' program provides a 
unique opportunity to create an enriching educational 
experience for our nation's youth," stated Chief Operations 

Specialist Jessica Myers, one of the lead coordinators of the 
event. "The program is designed to be more than just another 
career day. Children do not simply 'shadow' an adult in the 
workplace; instead we expose children to the important work 
their parent or mentor in their life does during the work day 
and put it in a context they can understand." 

Each year, the Chief of Naval Personnel staff creates a 
new, interactive environment to help young girls and boys 
envision the future they dream of while learning the basics of 
what their parents and mentors do behind the fence of Naval 
Support Facility Arlington. 

"As children toured the facility, each representative 
discussed the purpose of their particular office space to the 
Navy and provided a brief description of the staff's job duties 
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and educational backgrounds," said Personnel Specialist 1st 
Class Petty Officer (SW/AW) Yulonda James. 

This year's program included a tour through the uniform 
matters office where children were shown uniforms currently 
being assessed for future Navy use. They also toured the 
language regional expertise and culture office where they 
received a printed sheet with their name written in other 
languages. They were also treated to special handouts, 
coloring books, and treats during their tour around Naval 
Support Facility Arlington. 

Many of Naval Support Facility Arlington's most senior 
officers were on hand to share their advice and experiences as 
well. 

"I liked the uniforms and when Admiral Herb talked to us 
and told us about how they take care of Sailors in 
Afghanistan," said Maize Booker, age nine, son of Lt. Cmdr. 
DeWuan Booker. Maize's brother, Malachi, enjoyed an extra 
special opportunity at the end of the days' events - cupcakes in 
honor of his sixth birthday. 

The Chief of Naval Personnel "Bring Your Child to 
Work" program continues to be a popular event with parents 
serving at Naval Support Facility Arlington, giving them the 
added bonus of showing their children the value of an 
education and career in the Navy. Each tour representative 
was also asked to emphasize how the role of Science, 
Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM) is used in 
their office space. The tour allowed students the unique 
opportunity to interact with Navy service members and gain 
insight into how education will play a significant part in their 
future. 

"The children were laughing and were very engaged, 
being very inquisitive. They seemed to really enjoy the day's 
activities and getting to know more about what it is that their 
parents do for the Navy," said James. 

April is the Month of the Military Child. It was 
established in 1986 by Defense Secretary Casper Weinberger 
as a way to honor military kids for their sacrifices and 
courage. Since its establishment, military installations, 
organizations and communities have created special events to 
pay tribute to these little military heroes. The coordinators of 
the Naval Support Facility Arlington made a special effort to 
center the day's themes on the "military child," highlighting 
how they each play a special role in contributing to the Navy's 
mission with the direct support they provide to their service 
member on the homefront. 

"By bringing girls and boys together, we continue to 
create a more equitable world-at home, at school, in the 
workplace, and in the community," said Myers. "It is events 
like these that show both the kids and the Sailors the 
importance of the next generation and how important they are 
to our success." 

NCIS Hosts "Take Our Daughters And Sons To 
Work" Day 

(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 28 APR 12) Crystal Nosal, Naval 
Criminal Investigative Service Public Affairs 

QUANTICO, Va. -- The Naval Criminal Investigative 
Service (NCIS) Headquarters in Quantico, Va., hosted 120 
children for the 20th anniversary of Take Our Daughters and 
Sons to Work Day held April 26. 

The day started off earlier than school for most of the kids 
with registration at 6:30 a.m., followed by opening remarks 
from NCIS Principal Executive Assistant Director for 
Management and Administration Sam Worth. Students, 
ranging in age from eight to 18, attended a number of different 
presentations given by NCIS and Marine Corps personnel at 
various stations. 

At the forensics station children learned how to lift latent 
fingerprints, while at another station they received 
explanations about the different kinds of weapons and safety 
equipment used by NCIS special agents. The kids discussed 
lying, deception, and the importance of body language with 
NCIS polygraph examiners, before receiving a demonstration 
of a real polygraph machine. 

Rainy weather caused the armored vehicles from the 
NCIS Protective Operations Field Office to move into a 
vehicle bay, but that did not slow the kids down. They jumped 
behind the wheel of the vehicles and flipped on the lights and 
sirens with ease. 

"It was amazing how the presenters interacted with the 
kids," stated Kim Pivirotto, the event coordinator. "They made 
each presentation fun and in-depth." 

NCIS Technical Services showed the children tiny 
surveillance cameras "planted" in fake plants, the various 
communications tools NCIS uses, and even thermal cameras. 
At the cyber station, NCIS employees spoke about internet 
and social network safety. One employee jumped around the 
corner to surprise the kids wearing a horse mask to illustrate 
the surprise of a "Trojan horse" computer virus. 

The event wrapped up with a demonstration from the 
Quantico Marine Corps K9 Unit. The kids and their parents all 
gathered outside as the unit demonstrated the dogs' ability to 
attack and disengage on command and to find explosives in 
several pieces of luggage. The kids peppered the dog handlers 
with lots of questions. 

Rebecca Cummings, 15, was asked by her mother if she 
had a good day. Rebecca replied, "No Mom, I didn't have a 
good day. I had an awesome day. It was epic." 

Each child left the event with laminated "Jr. Agent" 
credentials, a certificate of completion, an activity book 
oriented to the day, and a "goodie" bag containing various 
items related to NCIS. What they really took away from the 
experience was a fun explanation of what their parents do at 
work each day. 
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51. Navy Nears Power Deal To Help Avoid Cal Blackouts 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 29 APR 12) ... Michael R. Blood 

LOS ANGELES — The U.S. Navy is nearing a first-time 
agreement to curb electricity use at its sprawling San Diego-
area bases if power runs short in Southern California this 
summer, a deal intended to diminish the threat of blackouts 
while the troubled San Onofre nuclear plant remains offline. 

The Navy is San Diego Gas & Electric's largest customer, 
and the utility has been working on an agreement under which 
the Navy would temporarily reduce its energy consumption if 
regional supplies get scarce. In exchange, the Navy would 
receive a break on electricity rates. 
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The company has similar agreements with large industrial 
customers, which can slash the demand for power at critical 
times and keep the lights burning. 

State energy officials say Southern California could be hit 
by rotating blackouts this summer if a heat wave hits while 
San Onofre's twin reactors remain dark, though some activists 
insist adequate reserves are on hand. 

The plant, which can crank out enough electricity for 1.4 
million homes, has been shut down for nearly three months 
while investigators try to determine the cause of excessive 
wear on hundreds of alloy tubes that carries radioactive water 
in its massive steam generators. 

The loss of the nuclear plant also makes it harder to 
import power into the San Diego area, where reliable energy 
transmission has long been a thorny issue. 

"If the (San Onofre) units remain down, you obviously 
have less power supply down there. If you have a transmission 
line go down, or another generator go down, you are in a very 
tight situation," said Bruce Kaneshiro, a supervisor at the state 
Public Utilities Commission. 

Capt. Dora Lockwood, a Navy spokeswoman, said the 
company is working on a target for power reductions, if 
needed, at the numerous Navy installations in San Diego 
County, which include Naval Base San Diego, the Naval Air 
Station North Island in Coronado and Miramar Marine Corps 
Air Station. 

"We will do our best, while preserving our capability to 
carry out our mission responsibilities, to support their 
request," Lockwood said. 

SDG&E spokeswoman Jennifer Ramp said a deal could 
be finalized shortly. 

"The military is aware of the challenges this summer," 
Ramp said. 

State energy planners have been working on a strategy to 
find replacement power in the region and reduce demand if 
hot weather hits while the nuclear plant is sidelined. Those 
plans include restarting two retired power plants in Huntington 
Beach, urging conservation, such as using air conditioners 
sparingly, and seeking temporary power cutbacks, if needed, 
from the military and public agencies. 

On Friday, Southern California Edison, which operates 
San Onofre, asked state regulators to approve a plan to 
promote conservation among its commercial customers in 
Orange County — they can earn a 10 percent rebate by cutting 
consumption by 10 percent during the summer, when demand 
is high. 

No date has been set to restart either reactor, which are 
located between San Diego and Los Angeles. 

It takes power to move power, and the restart of the 
Huntington Beach plants will allow increased transmission 
into the region, said Stephanie McCorkle, a spokeswoman for 
the agency that operates the state's wholesale power system, 
the California Independent System Operator. 

The loss of the nuclear plant can restrict power imports 
into San Diego area by up to 30 percent. The San Diego utility 
hopes a new, $1.8 billion transmission line will be completed 
by summer, which would help fill any shortages. 

The twin, natural gas-fired plants in Huntington Beach 
were retired earlier this year. The gas line feeding the plants 
was severed and 3-foot holes were cut in the boilers, a 
requirement after taking them out of service. 

Eric Pendergraft, president of AES Southland, which 
operates the Huntington Beach plants, said Thursday that 
repairs to the boilers and other equipment would begin shortly. 
He predicted the plants would be ready to restart in mid-May. 

The company has to strike agreements with the state 
wholesale power system before returning to service. 

Some officials in nearby communities have been calling 
for San Onofre to shut down permanently, and last week the 
Irvine City Council urged the Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
to thoroughly review safety conditions at the plant before it is 
considered for relicensing in 2022. The city requested in a 
letter that the evacuation zone be expanded to 50 miles, from 
10 miles. 

The trouble at San Onofre began to unfold in late January, 
when the Unit 3 reactor was shut down as a precaution after a 
tube break. Traces of radiation escaped, but officials said there 
was no danger to workers or neighbors. Unit 2 had been taken 
offline earlier in January for routine maintenance and 
refueling, but investigators later found unusual wear on tubing 
in both units. 

The excessive tube wear has raised questions about the 
integrity and safety of replacement generators the company 
installed in a multimillion-dollar makeover in 2009 and 2010. 

The plant's four steam generators each contain nearly 
10,000 tubes that carry hot, pressurized water from the 
reactors. The tubes are a critical safety barrier — if one or 
more break, there is the potential that radioactivity could 
escape into the atmosphere. Also, serious leaks can drain 
cooling water from a reactor. 

Test results show that two types of wear have occurred at 
both units — tubes are rubbing and vibrating against adjacent 
tubes, as well as against support structures inside the 
generators. 

Federal and company investigators are trying to determine 
why that is happening. 

An environmental group, Friends of the Earth, has 
claimed SCE misled the NRC about design changes that it said 
are the likely culprit in excessive tube wear and has urged 
more detailed study before the reactors are restarted. 

S. David Freeman, an adviser to the group, said last 
month that warnings about blackouts are unnecessary, since 
power can be managed to avoid any customer outages, even 
without San Onofre. 

"California is not and cannot be one power plant away 
from rolling blackouts," Freeman, a former general manager at 
the Los Angeles Department of Water and Power, wrote to the 
Independent System Operator. 

He said it was disturbing that state energy officials are 
"warning of a return of blackouts unless a very troubled 
nuclear plant is rushed back into operation." 

SCE has said safety remains its priority. 
The plant is owned by Edison, SDG&E and the City of 

Riverside. The Unit 1 reactor operated from 1968 to 1992, 
when it was shut down and dismantled. 
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NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
52. Obama Signs Order To Limit Aggressive College Recruiting Of Veterans 
(NEW YORK TIMES 28 APR 12) ... Tamar Lewin 

At Georgia's Fort Stewart on Friday, President Obama 
signed an executive order to help protect military families and 
veterans from aggressive and deceptive recruiting by higher 
education institutions--especially for-profit colleges--seeking 
their military benefits. 

The executive order will require colleges to provide more 
information about their student outcomes and financial aid, 
create a centralized complaint system and direct the Veterans 
Administration to trademark the term “G.I. Bill” to make it 
harder for colleges to create Web sites resembling official 
government sites or falsely suggest that they offer special 
access to veterans’ benefits. 

“I’ve heard the stories,” the president said. “They harass 
you into making a quick decision with all those calls and e-
mails. And if they can’t get you online, they show up on post. 
One of the worst examples of this is a college recruiter who 
had the nerve to visit a barracks at Camp Lejeune and enroll 
Marines with brain injuries — just for the money. These 
Marines had injuries so severe some of them couldn’t recall 
what courses the recruiter had signed them up for.” 

Mr. Obama promised to “bring an end to the aggressive 
— and sometimes dishonest — recruiting” by increasing 
oversight, strengthening the rules about who can come on post 
to talk to service members, and making it easier to file 
complaints. 

A loophole in federal law creates a strong incentive for 
aggressive recruiting of veterans by for-profit colleges. In an 
effort to ensure that the education provided is valuable enough 
that some students will pay part of the costs out of pocket, the 
“90/10 rule” requires that for-profit colleges get at least 10 
percent of their revenues from a private source. But veterans’ 
and military benefits count toward that 10 percent, making 
service members especially valuable for the publicly traded 
for-profit college companies that get nearly 90 percent of their 
revenue from federal student aid. 

While the executive order applies to all colleges and 
universities, the abuses have been concentrated among for-
profit schools, which get a disproportionate share of military-
related educational benefits. Of the $4.4-billion in post-9/11 
G.I. Bill dollars paid to colleges and universities from 2009 to 
2011, more than a third, about $1.65 billion, went to for-profit 
colleges, according to a Senate committee report released last 
fall. 

Bradley Safalow, an analyst who follows the for-profit 
sector, said that most of the large publicly traded for-profit 

college chains — University of Phoenix, Kaplan, Corinthian, 
ITT, Bridgepoint and the like — would most likely face 
compliance problems if G.I. Bill and military tuition 
assistance were considered federal student aid under the 90/10 
rule. 

But only Congress can change the rule. In a press 
briefing, senior administration officials said the president was 
“open to legislation” revising the 90/10 rule. Senator Richard 
Durbin, an Illinois Democrat, has introduced legislation to 
change the 90/10 rule, lowering the threshold to 85 percent, 
and requiring colleges to count G.I. Bill benefits and military 
tuition assistance as federal student aid for the purposes of the 
rule. In addition, Senator Tom Carper, Democrat from 
Delaware, introduced a bill that would include military 
benefits as federal student aid, while keeping the balance at 
90/10, and a companion bill is pending the House. No 
Republicans are co-sponsoring either bill. 

According to a recent study by Senator Tom Harkin, an 
Iowa Democrat, eight for-profit colleges last year got $636 
million in G.I. Bill benefits, a quarter of all such benefits — 
and dropout rates at most of them were above 50 percent. The 
study found that for-profit colleges also take in the majority of 
the tuition assistance available to military spouses. It costs 
taxpayers more than twice as much to send a veteran to a for-
profit school as to a public university, the study found. 

The Association of Private Sector Colleges and 
Universities said that it had already been working with 
veterans service organizations on programs to enhance and 
develop a vehicle for complaints, and that it was “disappointed 
that in the midst of these discussions, the president decided to 
bypass the Congress to address these issues with an executive 
order.” 

Mr. Harkin’s investigation also found that in fiscal 2009, 
15 of the largest for-profit education companies spent $3.7 
billion — 23 percent of their budgets — on advertising, 
marketing and recruitment, compared to an average of less 
than 1 percent of revenues at nonprofit colleges and 
universities. Those same 15 companies received 86 percent of 
their revenues from federal student aid programs. 

This month, Mr. Harkin introduced legislation that would 
prohibit for-profit college and universities from using taxpayer 
dollars to pay for their giant advertising campaigns and other 
recruiting and marketing efforts. No Republicans are co-
sponsoring that legislation either. 
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53. Hospitals Prepare For NATO Attack, Perform Dirty Bomb Response Drills 
(WFLD FOX CHICAGO 27 APR 12) ... Mike Flannery 

Chicago - Suburban hospitals are preparing for a worst-
case scenario during next month's NATO summit, in a FOX 
Chicago News exclusive. 

At least ten hospitals performed drills, including Evanston 
Hospital, simulating a radioactive dirty bomb explosion. The 
"victims" are volunteers from the U.S. Navy's Great Lakes 
training center. 

“We want to make sure that, as we're getting close to the 
NATO Summit, that our staff are ready and trained and able to 

take care of our community,” NorthShore University 
HealthSystem’s Dr. Brigham Temple said. 

An estimated 500 medical professionals and other 
volunteers donned bulky protective suits, tested radiation 
detectors and ministered to about 100 U.S. Navy recruits 
Wednesday. 

They were posing as victims of a so-called "dirty bomb" 
that had exploded, leaving them with deadly radioactive 
cesium on their skin. Doctors and nurses would risk their own 
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lives if they began treating the wounded before they are 
cleansed of radiation. 

One thing everyone learned Wednesday is that the work is 
sweaty hard and the suits become steamy hot. 

“Certainly, it is hot inside them,” Dr. Temple said. “But 
we do have plans in place so that we rotate the staff through so 
they are in those suits for a fixed period of time, usually 20-30 
minutes. Then we have a new set of staff that come through 
and take their place.” 

Dr. Temple said Wednesday's dirty bomb scenario had 
been worked out in conjunction with the Secret Service and 
the federal Dept of Homeland Security. 

U.S. authorities are preparing in the days ahead to deploy 
black-suited federal agents in and around federal buildings 
downtown. 

They'll set up checkpoints at entrances to the area and at 
individual buildings. From there to Evanston Hospital, where 
a young intern tried on a protective hood this evening, the 
watchword is “be prepared.” 

“If something does happen, God forbid, we'll be ready to 
do something about it,” Dr. Michael George said. 

While the feds said there is no specific, credible threat of 
an attack inside the United States, they did warn Thursday that 
a so-called "lone wolf" terrorist might try to mark the first 
anniversary of the killing of Osama Bin Laden next week. 
That anniversary comes on May 2. 

They're afraid that a rogue terroritst might take advantage 
of the cesium found in old nuclear plant waste leftover from 
the Cold War and use it in a suitcase bomb, or a dirty bomb 
like it. 

View Clip (RT: 2:39) 
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54. Norfolk Jury Convicts Somali Of Piracy In Hijacking 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 28 APR 12) ... Brock Vergakis 

NORFOLK -- A Somali man was convicted of piracy on 
Friday for his role as a hostage negotiator in the hijacking of a 
German merchant vessel and U.S. yacht. The four Americans 
aboard the yacht were shot to death by pirates, and the crew on 
the other vessel was tortured to get a higher ransom. 

Mohammad Saaili Shibin was convicted of the 15 charges 
he faced, including kidnapping, hostage-taking and weapons 
charges. He faces a mandatory life sentence. 

"Today's verdict marks the conviction of the highest-
ranking Somali pirate ever brought to the United States," U.S. 
Attorney Neil MacBride said in a statement. "He was among 
an elite fraternity of pirate negotiators — the vital link to any 
successful pirate attack. His skills were essential to obtain a 
ransom for those who attacked the vessel and the financiers 
who paid for the attack." 

Prosecutors said Shibin received at least $30,000 for his 
role as a hostage negotiator aboard the Marida Marguerite, 
which was ransomed for $5 million in 2010 after nearly two 
dozen mostly Indian crew members were held captive for 
about eight months. 

No payment was ever made for the U.S. sailing vessel 
Quest after it was hijacked in 2011. Shibin's role was to serve 
as the negotiator once the Americans were brought back to 
Somalia. But the plan fell through when the U.S. Navy started 
shadowing the yacht. The Navy agreed to let the pirates keep 
the sailboat, but said it wouldn't let them return to Somalia 
with the Americans. 

The pirates gave the Navy Shibin's phone number because 
they said he was the only one authorized to negotiate. 

Within days of boarding the yacht, a pirate fired a rocket-
propelled grenade at the USS Sterett when it tried to maneuver 
between the Quest and the Somali coast. The Americans were 
then shot before Navy SEALs could scramble on board. 

The yacht owners, Jean and Scott Adam of Marina del 
Rey, Calif., along with friends Bob Riggle and Phyllis Macay 
of Seattle, were the first U.S. citizens killed in a wave of pirate 
attacks that have plagued the Gulf of Aden and Indian Ocean 
despite a regular patrol of international warships. 

U.S. authorities are hoping to Shibin's conviction, as well 
as others in the case of the Quest, will send a message to 
pirates to stay away from American-flagged ships. Eleven 
other men have been sentenced to life in prison. Three others 
are awaiting trial on murder and other charges that, if 
convicted, could make them eligible for the death penalty. 

"Mr. Shibin's actions resulted in the cold blooded 
execution of four Americans aboard their own yacht, a form of 
terrorism on the high seas," Janice K. Fedarcyk, assistant 
director-in-charge of the FBI's New York field office said in a 
statement. 

Shibin's attorney expects to appeal. James Broccoletti 
contends the case should have been prosecuted in Somalia. He 
has said Shibin's case is unique from other pirates the U.S. has 
prosecuted because he was arrested in Somolia, not on the 
high seas. 

Broccoletti said the definition of piracy may also play a 
part in an appeal after sentencing in August. 

The definition has been in dispute because two other 
federal judges have issued different rulings. Doumar waited to 
rule on whether to dismiss the piracy charges until he heard all 
of the evidence in the case, ultimately deciding to allow the 
charges to go to the jury. That meant Broccoletti carried on his 
defense for more than a week without knowing what the judge 
would tell jurors. 

At issue is whether piracy is defined solely as robbery at 
sea, as Broccoletti contends, or whether it involves a broader 
more contemporary definition that includes facilitating a pirate 
attack as prosecutors believe. 

U.S. law refers to piracy only "as defined by the law of 
nations." 

The 4th U.S. District Court of Appeals heard arguments 
on the definition of piracy in September but has not indicated 
when it might rule. Doumar's instructions to jurors mirrored 
the definition submitted by prosecutors. 

"Piracy doesn't end when you take the ship," Assistant 
U.S. Attorney Joseph E. DePadilla told jurors Friday. "Piracy 
finishes when you get the ransom. That's the whole idea 
behind piracy." 
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55. Officials: Coast Guard Behind In Arctic Race 
(NAVY TIMES 28 APR 12) ... Jacqueline Klimas 

Even within the tight budget environment, the Coast 
Guard will be able to afford an important tool needed for the 
upcoming deployments to the Arctic this summer — a wooden 
baseball bat. 

As ocean spray and bad weather freezes onto the 
superstructure of a ship in the harsh Arctic climate, it can 
become top-heavy, causing serious stability concerns, said 
Dana Goward, director of marine transportation systems 
management for the Coast Guard. 

“One of the ways you keep the ice off or get it off is you 
have the crew go out with baseball bats and pound the ice off 
and have it fall off the ship. And that can be a serious threat to 
the safety of the vessel,” Goward said. 

Taking batting practice on ice chunks is just one problem 
crew members on cutters deployed in the Arctic will face this 
summer as interest and traffic in the region grow when Shell 
Oil begins drilling for oil in the Beaufort and Chukchi seas. 

As other countries beef up their Arctic presence, the Navy 
and Coast Guard are racing to keep up. 

“We are behind the power curve regarding the Arctic,” 
Coast Guard Commandant Adm. Bob Papp said April 16 at 
the Navy League’s Sea-Air-Space symposium outside 
Washington. 

A simulation conducted by the Naval War College in 
March found the Navy is “inadequately prepared to conduct 
sustained maritime operations in the Arctic” because it lacks 
ships able to operate in or near Arctic ice, support facilities 
and adequate communications, The Associated Press reported. 

The Coast Guard, meanwhile, lacks a functioning heavy-
duty icebreaker. 

The Polar Star is awaiting a $57 million upgrade set to be 
finished in December. Its sister ship, Polar Sea, has been 
docked in Seattle since 2010 with engine issues. The Coast 
Guard’s only remaining icebreaker, Healy, cannot cut through 
the thickest ice. 

“One could make the case that there’s a greater need for 
icebreakers now than when we had more of them in the past 
because more things are going on in the Arctic,” Goward said. 

The Coast Guard has asked for $8 million for initial 
design of a new icebreaker in its fiscal 2013 budget request; 
the ship could cost $1 billion. If the Coast Guard goes forward 
with the purchase, Goward said, it’s going to take 10 to 12 
years to put a ship in the water. Until then, the U.S. must rely 

on other countries with available icebreakers, such as Russia 
and Sweden. 

Cold Weather 101 
Aside from the typical preparations for Arctic duty — 

survival training geared for frigid weather and anti-exposure 
suits for crew members, for example — Goward said the 
unexpected regulations, tactics and equipment go way beyond 
a baseball bat. 

For example, aircraft can’t fly at altitudes where the 
temperature reaches minus 40 degrees, which can happen even 
in summer months. Flying in those temperatures can turn jet 
fuel into a gel, which obstructs the fuel flow through the tubes 
to the engine. 

“That significantly degrades the in-flight experience, I can 
tell you that, when the fuel doesn’t make it to the engines,” 
Goward said. 

Ships must also remember to bring a window defogger 
such as Rain-X with them, Goward said — they’ll need it, and 
there’s no convenience store with Rain-X above the Bering 
Strait. Because everything is so far apart, deployed troops 
must bring everything they need with them. 

Goward also stressed problems with communications 
because of a lack of infrastructure, which makes service 
unreliable. 

“If you’re in Barrow [Alaska] and two people pull out 
iPhones at the same time, service goes down,” Goward said. 

Another problem in the Arctic is lack of reliable ocean 
floor mapping. For one inlet in Alaska, Goward said, the most 
recent records were from 1964. 

“We’re going to trust that there aren’t any sea mountains 
close to the surface that haven’t been discovered and proceed 
along with due care,” he said. 

The Coast Guard is working with the National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration to map the busiest sections 
of ocean first. NOAA can map 500 square miles at a time, 
Goward said. 

Meanwhile, the sea services’ new focus on the Arctic 
comes at the expense of other missions, such as stopping drug 
smuggling in the Caribbean, which Papp has said is already 
threatened by both budget cuts and lack of Navy support. 

“There are going to be more drugs that get through or 
there are going to be more fisheries that are left unprotected or 
something else out there,” Papp said, adding: “We just have to 
be able to say, ‘You can’t do it all.’“ 
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56. Week In Review Apr. 21, 2012 – Apr. 27, 2012 
(YOUTUBE 27 APR 12) ... U.S. Navy 

Welcome to this week's U.S. Navy multimedia production 
featuring selected images from around the fleet received 
during the week of Apr. 21, 2012 – Apr. 27, 2012. 

The images represent the work of the many naval 
photographers deployed worldwide and submitted to Navy 
Visual News Service. For access to more than 100,000 high 
resolution photos visit: 
    http://www.navy.mil/view_photos_top.asp  and 
http://www.flickr.com/photos/usnavy/    . 

View U.S. Navy YouTube Channel 
View Clip (RT: 2:06) 
Broadcast Clip - 7 in :70 (Apr. 27, 2712) 
(YOUTUBE 27 APR 12) U.S. Pacific Fleet 
A quick look at events and issues from the past week 

around Pacific Fleet making headlines at 
http://www.cpf.navy.mil. 

View Clip (RT: 1:11) 
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OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
57. Green Lessons From Military Leaders 
(POLITICO 27 APR 12) ... Dan Saccardi 

Gas prices continue to be a central focus on the 
presidential campaign trail, as demonstrated by last month’s 
posturing over oil subsidies. Regardless of your politics, 
however, the taxpayer dollars at stake pale in comparison to 
the benefits of energy policy choices now being made by our 
military leadership. 

The U.S. military is the world's largest industrial 
consumer of oil, so a major shift in its energy policies would 
have an impact not only on the amount of oil consumed today 
but also on technologies that could begin to replace fossil fuels 
tomorrow. 

Each military service has now set ambitious goals for 
decreasing fossil fuel consumption in the years ahead. 

The Army is focusing on getting to net-zero energy use at 
its military bases, with a goal of 25 such installations by 2030. 
The Navy is aiming for 50 percent of total energy 
consumption from alternative sources by 2020. The Marine 
Corps plans to reduce liquid fuel use by 50 percent by 2025. 
The Air Force is working toward blending 50 percent of its 
aviation fuel with alternative fuel sources by 2016. 

The military is especially well-suited to lead the charge 
for decreased oil consumption, as my colleagues Janelle 
Heslop and Mahima Sukhdev wrote, because it has a mission-
critical imperative to do so: By reducing reliance on oil, it can 
reduce costs, save lives and become more agile in the long 
term. 

Philip Grone, the deputy under secretary of defense for 
installation and environment, talked about the effect of fuel 
prices in 2006 congressional testimonytestimony . “For every 
$10 per barrel increase in the cost of fuel,” Grone said, “DoD 
operating costs increase by roughly $1.3 billion in the year of 
execution.” 

During the recent oil subsidies debate, the Joint 
Committee on Taxation estimated that eliminating the 
subsidies would yield $24 billion over 10 years. An average of 
$2.4 billion per year is not trivial. But it cannot solve our 
deficit woes—nor propel a step change in renewable energy 
investment and technology development. 

The increase in oil prices from 2010 to 2011 cost the 
military–and by extension all taxpayers – two times the yearly 
average revenue that would have been raised by eliminating 
the oil subsidies. These numbers are based on the average 
price of oil in 2011 versus 2010 using both the Brent and West 
Texas Intermediate benchmarks (a $32 and $15 dollar year-
on-year average increase, respectively). 

This isn’t just conjecture. The Marine Corps commandant 
stated in his introduction to the Corps’s Expeditionary Energy 
Strategy and Implementation Plan, “an increase of $10 per 
barrel for the Department of Defense, at today’s consumption 
levels, is an increase equivalent to the entire Marine Corps’ 
procurement budget.” 

As the armed services realize their alternative energy 
goals, they will greatly reduce the military’s reliance on fossil 
fuel, at significant tactical benefit and cost savings. Moreover, 
the shift in energy-related investment–which could amount to 
$10 billion per year by 2030 according to a recent Pike 
Research report–could have a transformational impact. 

Leveraging the U.S. armed forces’ tremendous buying 
power and research and development clout could not only 
revolutionize how the military operates, but accelerate clean 
technology adoption more broadly. With the military 
consuming 1 to 2 percent of all energy used in the U.S., this 
shift in how the military derives and uses energy, as Brad 
Carson, National Energy Policy Institute director at the 
University of Tulsa in Oklahoma, notes could “help spur the 
entire [renewable energy] industry.” 

Yet this is not a zero-sum game. Why shouldn’t we have a 
serious policy discussion about the merits of oil tax subsidies 
while also making forward-thinking decisions that benefit our 
troops and national security, and reduce our national deficit 
and greenhouse gas emissions? 

The real point is that in the midst of this political 
gamesmanship—which will only intensify as we enter the 
presidential election’s maelstrom—some significant decisions 
are being made by our military leadership, from which our 
politicians could learn. 
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58. Why To Cancel A Pentagon Procurement Program 
(TIME 27 APR 12) ... Dan Ward 

There are basically three reasons to cancel an acquisition 
program. In no particular order, the reasons are: 

We can’t afford it. 
We don’t need it. 
It doesn’t work. 
This means Defense Department leaders have to 

continually ask three important questions throughout the 
development of a new military system: 

Can we afford it? 
Do we need it? 
Does it work? 
The wording of these questions is quite deliberate. Note 

that question #2 is not “Will we someday possibly maybe need 
it for some hypothetical future against an opponent who may 
or may not exist?” Question 2 is also not asking if we need it 

right this minute – no need to get all short-sighted here. The 
question is whether we need (present tense) to build it – and 
the answer might very well be “Yes, we have to build it now 
because we’ll need it three years from now.” 

The other questions are similarly posed in the present 
tense. Thus, question #3 is not asking “Will it eventually work 
some day, assuming several breakthroughs and discoveries 
and new technologies?” No. It’s asking “Does it work?” I 
think that’s the right question. Developing new technologies is 
important, but it’s an activity that should be kept separate from 
developing new systems. 

If the answer to any of the three questions is No, then it’s 
time to seriously consider cancelling the program. If the 
answer to all three questions is No, we’re definitely in the 
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process of building an unnecessary, unaffordable, unworkable 
waste of space. 

That’s nobody’s idea of a good time. 
Of course, life is more complicated than that. Given the 

uncertainties of world events, political realities and technical 
developments, these questions don’t always have binary 
yes/no answers, much less a wide consensus on what the 
answers are. Further complicating the equation, the answers 
are seldom static. Today’s no could easily become tomorrow’s 
yes… and vice versa. 

What makes it particularly difficult is that systems in 
development tend to accumulate hordes of advocates willing 
to swear on a stack of Constitutions that the republic will not 
survive without this particular piece of gear. These true 
believers are inevitably countered by critics who insist with 
equal enthusiasm that spending another dime on the thing will 
push our nation into bankruptcy. Each side of the debate is 
well-armed with stacks of competing data, various 
assumptions (stated and unstated) and detailed analyses which 
prove they are right and their opponents are stupid. 

So yes, it can be difficult to determine the right answer. 
But the difficulty should not prevent us from continually 
asking the questions. 

On this note, Stars and Stripes just ran an ironically-
placed pair of articles. The top of page 4 featured a piece from 
the Los Angeles Times about the F-35 Joint Strike Fighter’s 
ballooning costs, showing how the estimated price tag jumped 
from $233B in 2001 to $395B in 2011. That’s an increase of 
$162B for an aircraft that is expected to deliver its first basic 
combat capability in 2015, assuming all the technical 
problems can be solved by then. The article quoted Secretary 
of Defense Leon Panetta as saying, “We absolutely need it for 
the future.” 

Immediately below the JSF story was a piece about the 
USAF’s pending decision to cut the C-27J Spartan, which the 
U.S. has been using for combat supply missions in 

Afghanistan for the past eight months. The Air Force has spent 
approximately $1B on the Spartan so far and recently signed a 
contract worth $2B, but the article explained that Air Force 
leaders now see the small cargo hauler as “a luxury it cannot 
afford in this era of cost-cutting.” 

If the Spartan is an unaffordable luxury at $2B, it does 
beg the question of the JSF’s affordability at $395B. We can 
afford the expensive one but not the cheap one? I think that’s a 
fair question to ask, since the C-27 is being called 
“unaffordable” while the JSF’s cost growth alone is 80 times 
larger than the new Spartan contract. 

As for necessity, if we don’t need the C-27J – which is 
flying in today’s war – one might perhaps be forgiven for 
wondering how much we need the still-being-developed JSF, 
whose most optimistic delivery date occurs after the projected 
2014 departure from Afghanistan. Of course, the SECDEF’s 
commitment to the JSF couldn’t be clearer, so the necessity 
question for that particular aircraft is settled in the affirmative 
– at least for now. 

A final question remains – does it work? Since the C-27J 
is flying missions this very minute, it clearly earns a yes. 
Based on the latest test results, I’m sorry to say the JSF 
doesn’t get a yes quite yet. 

The truth is I’m in no position to determine whether either 
aircraft is affordable or necessary. Such decisions are rightly 
reserved for people far above my paygrade. These truly are 
complicated questions – cancelling the Spartan and continuing 
with the JSF may very well be the right decision, given all the 
other factors in play. I don’t know. 

However, I can say with some confidence that the three 
questions, difficult as they are to answer, are the right 
questions. The key is to keep asking them and to make sure we 
answer them as honestly as possible. 

Lieut. Colonel Dan Ward is an active duty acquisitions 
officer in the U.S. Air Force, currently deployed to Kabul, 
Afghanistan. 
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59. The New Face Of U.S. Navy In Region 
U.S. Navy Deployment of Littoral Combat Ships in Region 
(SINGAPORE STRIATS TIMES 30 APR 12) ... Michael Richardson 

Singapore will soon host up to four high-speed United 
States Navy ships. They will be the new face of the U.S. Navy 
for maritime policing and partnership-building in Asia-Pacific 
waters, where many regional countries are trying to balance 
the rise of China without provoking a military confrontation. 

These warships, known as littoral combat ships (LCS), 
come in two different hull and superstructure designs. Sleek 
and stealthy, both look like maritime marauders from James 
Bond movies. 

Although their deployment to Singapore was 
foreshadowed last year, the move was confirmed only earlier 
this month when Defence Minister Ng Eng Hen met his U.S. 
counterpart Leon Panetta in Washington. 

A joint statement said they had discussed the proposal for 
the U.S. to forward-deploy up to four LCS at a time to 
Singapore on a rotational basis. The vessels would not be 
'based' in Singapore, but would move in and out to train and 
engage with regional partners. 

Although couched in low-key terms by the U.S. and 
Singapore, the LCS' arrival will mark a major, and 

controversial, change in force structure for the U.S. Navy and 
deployment of its ships around the world to keep vital sealanes 
open and deter violent or disruptive activity by states and non-
state actors, including terrorists and pirates. 

The U.S. awarded construction contracts last month for 
four more LCS, bringing the total under order or in service to 
12, out of 20 scheduled to be built by 2015, and 55 eventually. 

Two are already in service and two more should be ready 
later this year. 

In an era of military cost-cutting in Washington, the LCS 
will be critical to maintaining an affordable U.S. Navy, and 
keeping the size of the fleet around 300 in the decades ahead. 

The LCS is scheduled to become the most numerous class 
in the U.S. fleet, taking over from the 51 Aegis destroyers. 

With a top speed of more than 74kmh, the LCS is 
significantly faster than a destroyer. But at a current unit cost 
of about U.S.$350 million (S$440 million), it is far less 
expensive than an Aegis destroyer, which costs around 
U.S.$1.7 billion. 
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The LCS is about the size of a frigate, generally 
recognised as the smallest class of warship in world navies. It 
is built for flexible and agile operations in shallow littoral 
waters - that is, close to the coast - hence the name littoral 
combat ship. 

While many of today's warships have primary tasks, the 
LCS is designed to carry out multiple missions. These include 
surface warfare, and counter-mine and anti-submarine 
operations. In future, the scope may be widened to special 
operations, disaster relief, and maritime security. 

To use computer-speak, each of these tasks will have its 
own 'plug and play' mission-module that can be quickly added 
or removed while the ship is in port. Will this revolutionary 
concept work in practice? 'We have to prove it,' U.S. Navy 
Department's Undersecretary Robert Work told a 
Congressional panel. 'There are a lot of sceptics. We have to 
get out the (LCS) fleet. We have to show it (in operation).' 
Singapore will be a test bed. 

How would the LCS perform in combat? The use of 
aluminium and other lighter weight material than the thick 
steel plating on conventional warships prompted the 
Pentagon's independent Department of Operational and Test 
Evaluation to warn that the 'LCS is not expected to be 
survivable in a hostile combat environment' that includes 
advanced anti-ship missiles, mines and small attack boats 
working in swarms. 

U.S. Chief of Naval Operations Admiral Jonathan 
Greenert said on April 12 that the new high-speed LCS are not 

large surface combatants that will 'sail into the South China 
Sea and challenge the Chinese military; that's not what they're 
made for'. 

He explained that the LCS soon to start operating out of 
Singapore will focus on exercises, port visits, humanitarian 
assistance and counter-piracy operations with South-east 
Asian partners. In a crisis, they will be backed up by 
heavyweight U.S. Navy warships. 

The LCS in South-east Asian waters would take some of 
the patrolling and flag-flying burden off U.S. aircraft carriers, 
cruisers and destroyers, enabling them to focus on the 
deterrent and war-fighting missions they were designed to 
perform. 

Worldwide, as the LCS fleet is rolled out, its vessels will 
'tend to displace amphibious ships and destroyers in (waters 
off) Africa and South America', Adm Greenert said. That 
would 'free up surface combatants, more high-end ships' for 
the seas off East Asia. 

The U.S. already deploys half its available at-sea navy 
ships in the western Pacific, or about 50 vessels on an average 
day. It plans to raise this average to 58 by 2020 as more of the 
planned 55-strong LCS fleet enter service. 

The challenge for the U.S. Navy in the region is to do 
more at much less cost, with the help of regional allies and 
security partners as well as advanced technology. If the LCS 
fails to perform as hoped, this task will be made much harder. 

Michael Richardson is a visiting senior research fellow at 
the Institute of Southeast Asian Studies. 
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60. Okinawa Deal Is Key To U.S.' Regional Plans 
(SINGAPORE STRAITS TIMES 28 APR 12) ... William Choong 

It could be said that the deal between the U.S. and Japan 
over U.S. bases in Okinawa is not new. After all, it only 
executes an agreement that dates to 2006. 

Yet, the deal has fresh moorings in the so-called 
American "pivot" or return to Asia, particularly at a time when 
regional states are coping with the potential challenge posed 
by China. 

“I do want to mention that this is really a key component 
of our strategic rebalancing toward the Asia-Pacific region,” a 
senior U.S. State Department official told reporters in 
Washington. 

It is true that Asia’s geopolitical map has changed 
substantially since 2006. 

In recent years, China has grown in all measures of 
national power. The People’s Liberation Army Navy (PLAN) 
has blue-water navy ambitions, with reportedly a “far sea 
defence” strategy that seeks to push the U.S. Navy farther 
away from Chinese shores. 

China has also flexed its muscles in territorial disputes 
with Asian countries such as Vietnam and the Philippines. 
More importantly, the Okinawa deal is a critical element in the 
U.S. military’s realignment in the Asia-Pacific. There are two 
elements to this – defensive and offensive. First, U.S. Marines 
are being moved farther away from Northeast Asia. They 
would either be rotated through or based in locations such as 
Darwin, the Philippines, Guam and Hawaii. This would put 
them out of range of China’s growing arsenal of missiles. 

Marine officers have told me that the location of hard-as-
nails Marines farther away won’t affect their offensive punch, 

thanks to versatile aircraft such as the MV-22, which combine 
the speed and range of a turboprop aircraft and the 
manoeuvrability of a helicopter. 

In short, the move from Okinawa to a location such as 
Guam – located 2,300km away – won’t affect them much. 

“We can sit here and talk all day about the viability of 
Guam as a strategic platform to respond to contingencies and 
crises in Asia,” a U.S. Marine colonel told me. “It changes the 
dynamics of distance a little bit, but it doesn’t really change 
our capabilities that much.” 

The real offensive punch, however, will come from the 
so-called Airsea Battle concept, which is an adaptation of the 
Airland Battle strategy that Nato forces used against the 
Soviet-led Warsaw Pact during the Cold War. 

The Centre of Strategy and Budgetary Assessments 
(CSBA), a respected U.S. think-tank, has written that Airsea 
Battle would counter China’s so-called anti-access area denial 
strategy (A2AD). 

China’s A2AD strategy reportedly seeks to deny the U.S. 
Navy access to the Asia-Pacific. Critical to this would be anti-
ship ballistic missiles (ASBMS), which could turn U.S. 
aircraft carriers – that paragon of U.S. power in Asia – into 
floating parking lots. 

The U.S.’ Airsea Battle is still in its planning stages, but 
according to a CSBA report at least, the concept reads like 
something from Star Wars. Essentially, it enables U.S. 
military assets to strike from afar. In CSBA’s rendering, 
Airsea Battle will see the U.S. Air Force (USAF) and U.S. 
Navy defending USAF bases in the region. In turn, surgical 
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strikes by the USAF on PLA targets will expand the U.S. 
Navy’s freedom of movement. 

Professor Alan Dupont, a strategic analyst at the 
University of New South Wales, says that the U.S.’ troop 
alignments are not only focused on China. The U.S. has 
decided to reconfigure U.S. bases in South Korea and Japan, 
which were essentially built for the Cold War era. Moreover, 
pushing more troops into Southeast Asia would put more U.S. 
assets closer to the strategic Malacca Strait. 

Airsea Battle is “clearly going to happen," says Prof 
Dupont, who spoke to U.S. officials last week. “If that’s the 

case, we will get into a classical action-reaction dynamic, 
which if not carefully managed, will lead to arms racing and a 
deterioration of the Us-china relationship. 

“This is a political problem that China, the U.S., Japan, 
India and other Asian states will have to grapple with,” he 
adds. There is an upside, however. If the said political 
problems are smoothed over, the U.S. troop alignment and 
Airsea Battle would provide the perfect counter to China’s 
growing military power and its A2AD strategy – and 
hopefully, enable many an Asian politician to sleep better at 
night. 
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61. NIMBYs in The South China Sea 
Where will the Pentagon put its Pacific marines? 
(FOREIGN POLICY 27 APR 12) ... Robert Haddick 

With this week's news that the United States has finally 
reached an agreement to cut the number of Marines stationed 
on the Japanese island of Okinawa, an ongoing standoff in the 
South China Sea between a Philippine Coast Guard cutter and 
a Chinese ocean surveillance ship, which is now in its third 
week, has taken on added significance. 

The incident began in early April when the crew of a 
small Philippines warship attempted to arrest some Chinese 
men for illegal fishing near the disputed Scarborough Shoal, 
124 miles northwest of Luzon. China quickly dispatched two 
surveillance ships and blocked the arrest of the men, who 
slipped away. China later recalled one its ships and Manila 
replaced its warship with the cutter, which defused the crisis a 
bit. In Beijing, the Philippine charge d'affaires has twice been 
summoned to the foreign ministry to receive lectures on why 
the rocks under dispute fall within China's "inherent territory." 

With this as a backdrop, "Balikatan 2012," a 10-day U.S.-
Philippine military training exercise, began on April 16. The 
28th annual iteration of the exercise this year included a 
variety of maneuvers, including a simulated capture of an 
island by Philippine and U.S. Marines, staged in daylight for a 
large media contingent on Palawan Island, facing the South 
China Sea. Besides U.S. and Philippine military forces, 
Balikatan 2012 also included a command post exercise 
conducted with representatives from the Association of 
Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN). Philippine President 
Benigno Aquino used the flurry created by these events to 
warn his country's neighbors over China's aggressiveness in 
the South China Sea. "They claim this entire body of water 
practically. Look at what is excluded and what they are 
claiming," Aquino told reporters as he pointed to a map of the 
area. "So how can the others not be fearful of what is 
transpiring?" After the military exercises wrap up, Aquino's 
foreign minister will be off to Washington for consultations 
with U.S. officials. 

If Aquino and his ASEAN colleagues are to have the 
confidence to stand up to China, few would dispute that they 
will require diplomatic support from the United States. Indeed, 
in 2010, when several members openly pushed back against 
Beijing at two ASEAN Regional Forum meetings in Hanoi, 
U.S. Secretary of State Hillary Clinton and then Secretary of 
Defense Robert Gates were there to back them up. Since then, 
Southeast Asian leaders who are attempting to handle China's 
assertions seem to have warmed up to the idea of a more 
visible U.S. military presence in the area. For the South China 

Sea, that would mean a U.S. Navy and Marine presence to 
support Washington's partners in ASEAN. The challenge for 
all of these players is how to arrange this supporting presence 
so that it is credible yet also politically sustainable. 

Unfortunately, the Pentagon has still not figured out 
where it will base its Marine Corps units in the Pacific. A 
work-in-progress since the 1990s, version after version of 
Marine basing plans have gone down in flames, including a 
2010 debacle that took down the prime minister of Japan. U.S. 
partners around the South China Sea want a stabilizing U.S. 
presence, something Washington wants to provide. But the 
Pentagon won't be able to show exactly how it will support 
that mission until it finally determines where it is going to 
actually put its Marines. 

Planners now agree that the Marine presence on Okinawa 
will shrink. The 2006 version of the plan would have 
transferred 8,600 Marines and 9,000 dependents about 1,500 
miles southeast to Guam, a move that would have required 
$21.1 billion in construction costs to complete. The Marine 
Corps presence on Okinawa has become too politically toxic 
for the Japanese government. In addition, some military 
analysts fear that in a shooting war with China, missile strikes 
could close U.S. air bases and ports on the island, preventing 
the Marine infantrymen there from getting to where they 
might be needed. Meanwhile, the bill for the huge buildup on 
Guam came in much too high and would have concentrated 
too many assets on one spot. Last year, Senators Carl Levin, 
John McCain, and James Webb objected to the Guam plan and 
demanded a rewrite. 

The latest plan scales back the Guam move to 4,700 
Marines with 2,700 more moving to existing bases in Hawaii. 
That will reduce the Pentagon's Guam construction bill. 
However, Levin, McCain, and Webb still want to know how 
the latest basing proposal, "relates to the broader strategic 
concept of operations in the region." 

Providing a forward presence in places like the South 
China Sea and reacting to military and humanitarian crises 
will be the major missions for the Marine Corps in the Pacific. 
How best to position Marine units to accomplish these tasks 
remains unsettled. 

Aquino seems to welcome a stepped-up U.S. military 
profile in his neighborhood. But that doesn't mean he wants a 
return to the large and politically overbearing bases the United 
States operated in the Philippines until 1992, when a political 
consensus in the country threw the U.S. forces out. It is likely 
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that a majority on Okinawa would follow suit, if they had the 
authority to do so. 

The political path of least resistance will be to relocate 
overseas units back to bases in the United States (something 
almost all congressmen will welcome) and then fly or sail 
these units back out on relatively short-term deployments and 
training exercises in partner countries. Darwin, Australia, is 
already preparing to eventually host up to 2,500 Marines on 
six-month rotational deployments. The Philippines may soon 
roll out a similar welcome mat. Other countries in the region 
may follow. 

In addition to reducing the corrosiveness of large foreign 
bases such as those in Okinawa and formerly in the 
Philippines, the rotational deployment method has other 
benefits. It will condition U.S. military forces and planners to 
an expeditionary mind-set. Logisticians will further improve 
their already formidable skills at moving military units around 
the world, skills that will always be handy during crises. 
Military units will learn to become more nimble, adaptable, 
and flexible, increasing their usefulness during crises. With 
deployments as the standard model, U.S. military personnel 
will become acquainted with a wider variety of foreign 
partners than they would under a static basing scheme. And 
when units are not deployed, they will be back at bases in the 
United States, which will have better training facilities and 
better family accommodations than those overseas. 

The deployment approach has its risks. U.S. naval and air 
forces face increasing challenges from long-range, anti-ship, 

and anti-aircraft missiles. The ability of some adversaries to 
use these missiles to impose "anti-access, area denial" 
measures against the movement of U.S. reinforcements into 
crisis areas would be especially troubling for the deployment 
model. From a diplomatic perspective, some will question 
whether a U.S. strategy that relies more on distant 
deployments and less on a permanent forward troop presence 
will be sufficiently reassuring to partners who might be under 
stress from a strong nearby neighbor like China. 

Under a growing missile threat, field commanders will 
likely prefer the flexibility afforded by an expeditionary 
approach compared to the vulnerability of fixed bases -- such 
as Okinawa -- located within easy range of Chinese missiles. 
The new slimmed-down relocation plan to Guam will still cost 
an estimated $8.6 billion, spent on elaborate barracks, family 
housing, and training ranges. Instead of building up another 
increasing vulnerable fixed base, the Pentagon should consider 
using that money to acquire additional Marine amphibious 
ships and anti-missile destroyers to protect them. That would 
boost forward presence and flexibility, which should be 
reassuring to both alliance partners and U.S. commanders in 
the region. 

Robert Haddick is Managing Editor of Small Wars 
Journal. Haddick was a U.S. Marine Corps officer, served in 
the 3rd and 23rd Marine Regiments, and deployed to Asia and 
Africa. He has advised the State Department and the National 
Intelligence Council on irregular warfare issues. 
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62. Start Laying Groundwork For Marines 
(HONOLULU STAR-ADVERTISER 29 APR 12) ... Editorial 

U.S. Sen. Daniel Inouye on Tuesday gave his home state 
its first heads-up on the big news: The U.S. Department of 
Defense intends to move more than 2,500 of its personnel 
from Japan to Hawaii, after paring back what had been a $21.1 
billion military rampup in Guam. 

The Pentagon has worked on this since 2006, when a pact 
was struck with Japan to relocate 8,600 Marines and 9,000 
dependents from Okinawa. 

Defense chiefs confirmed the Hawaii numbers on 
Thursday, also clarifying that up to 5,000 of the Marines are 
still bound for Guam. 

It makes sense from a federal fiscal perspective: A larger 
presence in Guam would have required a costlier buildout 
there, in a lean time when the Obama administration is trying 
to curtail military spending where it can. 

The move must be read by Hawaii officials as excellent 
news. The Marines and their dependents will need housing, 
and construction — as well as the spending by the new Hawaii 
households — will give the islands’ building industries, and 
the overall economy, a needed boost. 

Congress still must approve the proposal, but a fair 
measure of delay also should be greeted with a sigh of relief. 
Inouye underscored the clear reality that “there is a lot of work 
that needs to be done to prepare for their arrival.” 

In addition to the housing, more training areas will be 
needed, as well as various improvements to infrastructure. 

There are also broader impacts to consider. The pressure 
on the local rental market, for example, is among the leading 
concerns. 

Based on the count of the Okinawa-based contingent, the 
group coming to Hawaii could number around 5,000, 
including dependents. 

Military officials say the Kaneohe’s Marine Corps Base 
Hawaii is the preferred location for the troops, but the area 
already will be crowded with other planned force 
realignments. 

There are, for example, proposals for Navy P-8A 
Poseidon jets, Osprey tilt-rotor aircraft and new attack, utility 
and heavy transport helicopters — adding up to a 49 percent 
increase in airfield use by 2018. That, officials say, might 
make it impossible to base all the Marines there. It would be 
better for the Oahu community to scatter the impact a bit. 
Otherwise, a concentrated influx in one area would have the 
potential to drive up rents for everyone, because military 
families would be given a housing allowance that puts higher 
rents within their range. 

Using the Defense online calculator for the Basic 
Allowance for Housing (BAH) (www.defensetravel.dod.mil 
/site/bahcalc.cfm) makes the point. 

The BAH varies according to local market conditions; 
entering the Kaneohe ZIP code gives an allowance of $1,451 
without dependents for the lowest rank (E-1), $1,860 with 
dependents. 

Communities surrounding military bases have observed 
rental spikes in the past, and it’s always a fresh reminder of 
how critically Hawaii needs affordable options for renters. 

Beyond housing, government planners should keep tabs 
of anticipated increases in military arrivals to ensure that the 
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entire range of social infrastructure — schools, utilities, roads 
— accounts for them. 

On islands sensitive to crowding, accommodations for 
this growth must find a balance that the entire population can 
live with. 

The U.S. defense posture is shifting inexorably toward the 
Asia-Pacific zone, and Hawaii sits in the middle. The military 

will become an increasingly critical part of the islands’ 
community. 

Inouye expressed confidence “that the people of Hawaii 
will welcome these brave men and women and their families 
with aloha.” 

Most people will surely embrace that sentiment, with the 
expectation that their government will proceed with 
everyone’s welfare in mind. 
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63. Al Qaeda Is Far From Defeated 
While the U.S. prepares a strategic shift toward the Far East, evidence mounts that the terrorist organization 
is resurgent in the Muslim world. 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 30 APR 12) ... Seth G. Jones 

A year after U.S. forces killed Osama bin Laden, most 
policy makers and pundits believe al Qaeda is near collapse. 
"Another nail in the coffin," one senior U.S. official told me 
after the death of an al Qaeda operative in Pakistan last month 
from a U.S. drone strike. In testimony before the Senate in 
February, Director of National Intelligence James Clapper said 
the core al Qaeda is likely becoming of "symbolic 
importance." 

This conclusion is presumptuous. As the administration 
looks eastward—a strategy that incorporates China's rise—
underestimating al Qaeda would be a dangerous mistake. With 
a handful of regimes teetering from the Arab Spring, al Qaeda 
is pushing into the vacuum and riding a resurgent wave as its 
affiliates engage in a violent campaign of attacks across the 
Middle East and North Africa. 

Take a look around the Arab world. 
In Yemen, al Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula has 

increased control in such provinces as Shabwah and Abyan, as 
the central government in Sana faces a leadership crisis and 
multiple insurgencies. From this sanctuary, al Qaeda continues 
to plot attacks against the U.S. homeland, according to U.S. 
government assessments, ranging from plans for bombs 
hidden in cameras and printer cartridges to ones surgically 
implanted in humans and animals. 

Across the Gulf of Aden in Somalia, militants of the al 
Qaeda affiliate al Shabaab bombarded the city of Baidoa in 
April, trying to expand their foothold in southern portions of 
the country. With a growing number of American citizens 
from cities like Minneapolis and Phoenix traveling to—and 
from—Somalia to fight alongside al Shabaab, there is an 
increasing likelihood that radicalized operatives could 
perpetrate an attack in the United States. A report last year by 
the House Committee on Homeland Security found that al 
Shabaab had recruited at least 40 Somali-Americans from 
immigrant communities in the U.S. 

Another trend pointing to al Qaeda's resurgence is the size 
of its global network. Since Sept. 11, 2001, it has expanded 
the number of affiliated groups. Along with Somalia's al 
Shabaab, they now include al Qaeda in Iraq—which is 
increasing its foothold in Baghdad, Diyala and Saladin 
provinces. Also active are al Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula 
and, in North Africa, al Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb. The 
leaders of these affiliates have sworn bayat, or loyalty, to al 
Qaeda leader Ayman al-Zawahiri and provided him with 
funding, global influence, and a cadre of trained fighters. 
None of these organizations existed a decade ago. 

Al Qaeda has also established relationships with a 
growing number of allied groups such as the Pakistani 
Taliban, Pakistan's Lashkar-e-Taiba and Nigeria's Boko 
Haram. While these are not formal members of al Qaeda, a 
loose arrangement allows them to cooperate with al Qaeda for 
specific operations or training when their interests converge. 
And several of them—the Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan and 
Lashkar-e-Taiba—have been actively recruiting in the U.S. 

As for al Qaeda's own leadership in Pakistan—it is not 
dead, despite claims from some U.S. officials. Ayman al-
Zawahiri took over as leader of al Qaeda after bin Laden's 
death, and Abu Yahya al-Libi, the head of al Qaeda's religious 
committee, became his deputy. They are flanked by a new cast 
of operatives such as Hamza al-Ghamdi (a top facilitator for 
Zawahiri), Abd al-Rahman al-Maghrebi (media committee), 
and Abu Zayd al-Kuwaiti al-Husaynan (religious committee). 

To be sure, security concerns have prohibited al Qaeda's 
central shura, or council, from playing a major strategic and 
operational role overseas, at least for the moment. The shura 
can't meet as a group anymore and its members spend an 
inordinate amount of time simply trying to survive. Yet as 
America's relationship with Pakistan continues to deteriorate, 
how long will the U.S. be able to pressure a state whose 
intelligence service has ties with some of al Qaeda's allies, 
such as the Haqqani network and Lashkar-e-Taiba? 

Finally, there is the fact that attacks by al Qaeda and its 
affiliates have increased over the past several years, according 
to data from the Global Terrorism Database at the University 
of Maryland. Even since bin Laden's death, al Qaeda affiliates 
have maintained a steady operational tempo. According to 
U.S. government data, al Qaeda in Iraq has conducted more 
than 200 attacks and killed more than a thousand Iraqis since 
the bin Laden raid—a jump from the previous year. 

Despite all this evidence that al Qaeda is regrouping, the 
Obama administration is turning its attention toward the Far 
East. It has pulled U.S. military forces out of Iraq and plans to 
have them out of Afghanistan in 2014. The first tranche of 
Marines to be withdrawn from Afghanistan has already landed 
in Australia as part of America's most significant expansion in 
the Pacific since the end of the Vietnam War. The Department 
of Defense's new strategic guidance, released in January with 
a forward by President Obama, concludes that the U.S. will 
continue to conduct some counterterrorism but now "rebalance 
toward the Asian-Pacific region." 

Addressing U.S. interests in the Far East is important, but 
not if it means losing focus on America's most pressing danger 
zone: the arc running from North Africa to the Middle East 
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and South Asia that is the heart of al Qaeda's territory. In 
Afghanistan and Pakistan, U.S. special operations and other 
combat forces will be needed to target militants and train 
Afghan forces well after 2014. The same is true in Yemen, 
Somalia and other countries across the region, where U.S. 
forces—especially clandestine special operations, intelligence 

units and law enforcement—must play a critical, long-term 
role in targeting al Qaeda and building local capacity. 

Al Qaeda is far from dead. Acting as if it were will not 
make it so. 

Mr. Jones is a senior political scientist at the Rand Corp. 
and former senior adviser at U.S. Special Operations 
Command. 
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On This Day In The Navy: 
1929: Near New London, CT, 26 officers and men test Momsen lung to exit submerged USS S-4. 
 

TOP STORIES: 
1. U.N. Leader Broaches Delicate Topics In Meetings With Top Iranian Officials 
(NEW YORK TIMES 30 AUG 12) ... Thomas Erdbrink and Rick Gladstone 

TEHRAN — Making his first visit to Iran as United Nations secretary general, Ban Ki-moon met with four members of the 
country’s hierarchy on Wednesday, including the supreme leader, in sessions that Mr. Ban’s spokesman described as “very serious 
meetings” that addressed the disputed Iranian nuclear program, the Syria conflict, human rights problems and what he called the 
leadership’s objectionable comments about Israel. 

 
2. Q&A About UN Security Council Meeting On Syria 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 30 AUG 12) ... Edith M. Lederer 

UNITED NATIONS -- Turkey's foreign minister will urge the Security Council on Thursday to set up a safe zone in Syria to 
protect thousands of civilians fleeing the civil war, but his appeal is almost certain to go nowhere given the deep divisions in the 
U.N.'s most powerful body. 

 
3. Japanese And North Korean Officials Meet For Their First Talks In 4 Years 
(NEW YORK TIMES 30 AUG 12) ... Martin Fackler 

TOKYO — Government officials from Japan and North Korea held their first talks in four years on Wednesday, amid hopes that 
the North’s new leader could be trying to reduce tensions with Japan and, by extension, the United States. 

 

ASIA – PACIFIC: 
4. Chinese Military Official Meets U.S. Pacific Commander 
(XINHUA NEWS AGENCY (CHINA) 28 AUG 12) 

WASHINGTON -- A high-ranking Chinese military official met with U.S. Pacific Commander Adm. Samuel J. Locklear III in 
Hawaii on Tuesday, discussing China-U.S. military ties and other issues of common concern. 

 
5. Philippine, China Leaders May Discuss Row At APEC 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 28 AUG 12) 

MANILA -- The Philippine and Chinese presidents will likely discuss a territorial row on the sidelines of a regional trade summit 
in Russia next month, a Filipino official said Wednesday. 

 
6. Drones Part Of Plan To Patrol Coastal Areas 
(SOUTH CHINA MORNING POST (HONG KONG) 30 AUG 12) ... Minnie Chan 

The civilian maritime authority has announced plans to set up a series of bases, from which it will conduct drone-surveillance 
flights along the Pacific coast of China. 

 
7. New Zealand Military Co-Hosting International Emergency Drill Planning 
(XINHUA NEWS AGENCY (CHINA) 29 AUG 12) 

WELLINGTON -- The New Zealand Defence Force ( NZDF) is co-hosting for the first time the international working group 
behind Exercise Pacific Partnership, which delivers a humanitarian aid program across the Pacific, the NZDF announced Wednesday. 
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MIDEAST: 
8. Iran Leader Rules Out Nuclear Bomb, Will Pursue Energy 
(REUTERS 30 AUG 12) ... Marcus George, Zahra Hosseinian and Yeganeh Torbati 

DUBAI, United Arab Emirates - Iran will never develop a nuclear bomb but will not give up its pursuit of peaceful nuclear 
energy, Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei told a gathering of leaders of developing countries meeting in Tehran. 

 
9. Syrian Emigres Seek Aid In U.S. To Arm Rebels 
(NEW YORK TIMES 30 AUG 12) ... Steven Lee Myers 

WASHINGTON — From a one-room office in an unfinished glass tower three blocks from the White House, an amorphous 
network of activists is doing what the Obama administration will not: attempting to arm the rebels trying to overthrow Syria’s 
government. 

 
10. No Plans To Suspend Mistral Deal Over Syria – France 
(RIA NOVOSTI 29 AUG 12) 

PARIS -- France will not use a $1.2 billion contract to build Mistral class amphibious assault ships for the Russian Navy to put 
pressure on Moscow over the Syrian issue, the country’s foreign minister said on Wednesday. 

 

AFGHANISTAN: 
11. SEALs Battle For Hearts, Minds And Speedy Paychecks 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 30 AUG 12) ... Maria Abi-Habib 

DAHANE SANGHA, Afghanistan—Abdul Samad, a Taliban fighter turned pro-government security chief, has a problem: The 
Afghan state isn't paying his men, raising the risk they will rejoin the insurgency. 

 
12. Pentagon Fighting Taliban On Social Media Front 
(USA TODAY 30 AUG 12) ... Jim Michaels 

The U.S. military is ramping up efforts to counter the Taliban's growing presence on social media sites by aggressively 
responding to falsehoods and reporting violations of the sites' guidelines on violent threats, experts say. 

 
13. NATO Official: Most Insider Attacks In Afghanistan 'Personal' 
(DEFENSE NEWS 30 AUG 12) ... Zachary Fryer-Biggs 

Despite a recent spate of insider attacks, most U.S. and Afghan deaths at the hands Afghan security forces have not been 
organized by the Taliban as part of a larger insurgency, and coalition forces are continuing to make progress in the country, a senior 
NATO official said Aug. 29. 

 

HURRICANE ISAAC: 
14. Isaac Drenches Gulf Coast And High Water Cuts Off Many 
(NEW YORK TIMES 30 AUG 12) ... John Schwartz and Campbell Robertson 

NEW ORLEANS — Seven years to the day that Hurricane Katrina and levee failures unleashed a deluge of devastation on the 
Gulf Coast, Hurricane Isaac brought its own distinctive mode of destruction on Wednesday, drenching the coast not with a quick blow 
but with an unremitting smothering. 

 
15. Isaac Knocks Out Power To New Orleans Navy Base 
(NEXTGOV 29 AUG 12) ... Bob Brewin 

Power outages caused by Hurricane Isaac in the New Orleans area Wednesday affected more than 125,000 people and forced the 
Joint Reserve Base at New Orleans Naval Air Station in nearby Belle Chasse to resort to generator power. But the Veterans Affairs 
Department hospital there still had power as of early afternoon. 

 

SURFACE FLEET: 
16. Futuristic Ships Anchor U.S. Navy Surface Plans 
(AVIATION WEEK 29 AUG 12) ... Michael Fabey 

As budget-cutters swipe at major Pentagon programs and sequestration threatens to tighten the leash on expected expenses, the 
U.S. Navy remains focused on building its future surface warfighting fleet, says Rear Adm. Thomas Rowden, Navy Surface Warfare 
Div. director. 
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AMERICAS: 
17. Marines Join Anti-Drug Effort In Guatemala 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 29 AUG 12) ... Martha Mendoza 

GUATEMALA CITY -- A team of 200 U.S. Marines began patrolling Guatemala’s western coast this week in an unprecedented 
operation to beat drug traffickers in the Central America region, a U.S. military spokesman said today. 

 

NORAD: 
18. U.S., Canada, Russia Militaries Hold Exercise 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 29 AUG 12) ... Dan Elliott 

PETERSON AIR FORCE BASE, Colo. — Four Russian military officers calmly munched sandwiches and sipped soda and 
coffee Wednesday inside a U.S.-based military post established to defend against their country. 

 

AFRICA: 
19. U.S., Nigerian Navy Partner To Boost Maritime Security 
(LAGOS THISDAY (NIGERIA) 29 AUG 12) ... Chiemelie Ezeobi 

To boost maritime security in the Gulf of Guinea as well as build capacity for personnel, the Nigerian Navy has partnered its 
United States' counterpart under the African Partnership Station (APS) initiative. 

 

AVIATION: 
20. Osprey Flights In The Works For Local Leaders: Defense Chief 
(KYODO NEWS 30 AUG 12) 

YAMAGUCHI, Japan -- Defense Minister Satoshi Morimoto disclosed on Thursday plans to offer flights on U.S. Marine Corps 
MV-22 Osprey aircraft for local municipal leaders in a bid to have them feel safe about the crash-afflicted aircraft. 

 

CONGRESS / BUDGET: 
21. Contract Law Gives U.S. Government Options For Automatic Cuts: Report 
(REUTERS 29 AUG 12) ... Andrea Shalal-Esa 

WASHINGTON -- A little-known aspect of U.S. contract law may provide a road map for how the Obama administration can 
implement billions of dollars of automatic budget cuts due to take effect in January without having to pay massive change fees to its 
contractors. 

 

SEXUAL ASSAULT: 
22. Why Pentagon's Progress Against Sexual Assault Is So Slow 
The military legal system is seen as often punishing victims of sexual assault instead of perpetrators. 
Pentagon efforts to make headway depend largely on improving prosecutions. 
(CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR 29 AUG 12) ... Anna Mulrine 

WASHINGTON -- For Myla Haider, working as a criminal investigator prosecuting rape cases for the U.S. Army was difficult 
and often disheartening. 

 

PERSONNEL: 
23. Navy Sets September As Suicide Prevention Awareness Month 
(STARS AND STRIPES 29 AUG 12) 

SASEBO NAVAL BASE, Japan — The Navy has dubbed September as National Suicide Prevention Awareness Month and will 
use the time to focus on ongoing prevention efforts. 

 
24. Future Chiefs Get Their Chance To Shine 
(KITSAP SUN (WA) 29 AUG 12) ... Josh Farley 

BREMERTON — The USS Turner Joy has been decommissioned for three decades, but visitors this week to the storied vessel on 
the Bremerton waterfront wouldn't know it. 
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UNIFORMS: 
25. Flight Deck Gear Gets An Upgrade 
Navy to test flame-resistant clothing, better ear protection 
(NAVY TIMES 03 SEP 12) ... Joshua Stewart 

The Navy is months away from testing new gear that could end up on every flight deck across the fleet. Sailors who go topside for 
air operations will have new jerseys and trousers that provide better fire protection and are more comfortable in hot weather than those 
in use today. 

 

BOOKS: 
26. Pentagon Probes Navy SEAL's Book For Secret Info 
(USA TODAY 30 AUG 12) ... Tom Vanden Brook 

Military officials are reviewing a soon-to-be-released book by a Navy SEAL about the May 2011 raid that killed Osama bin 
Laden to determine whether it divulges secret information, Lt. Col. James Gregory, a Pentagon spokesman, said Wednesday. 

 
27. SEAL Tells 60 Minutes Book Is For Honor, Not Politics 
(CBS NEWS 29 AUG 12) ... Scott Pelley 

A retired Navy SEAL who was present at the killing of Osama bin Laden tells Scott Pelley in a 60 Minutes interview that his 
book about the raid is not a political statement, rather it is timed to commemorate the 9/11 attack and give credit to the hundreds of 
people whose work made the mission a success. The former SEAL Team 6 member, who uses the pseudonym Mark Owen, will 
appear in his first interview on 60 Minutes, Sunday Sept. 9 at 7:00 p.m. ET/PT. 

 

COMMENTARY: 
28. A Way Out Of Assad’s Syria 
A Syrian defector’s mission 
(WASHINGTON POST 30 AUG 12) ... David Ignatius 

PARIS -- Syria’s most prominent military defector says the key to political transition there is to provide a “safety net” that 
convinces Alawites they won’t be massacred if they break with President Bashar al-Assad. 

 
29. China’s Real Blue Water Navy 
China is building a two-layered navy with a high-end Near Seas component and a limited, low-end capability 
beyond. It is not poised to speed across the Pacific to threaten America. 
(THE DIPLOMAT 30 AUG 12) ... Andrew Erickson and Gabe Collins 

China’s navy is not poised to speed across the Pacific to threaten America the way the Soviet Union once did, if not worse. This 
despite Peter Navarro and Greg Autry’s over-the-top polemic,Death by China: Confronting the Dragon—A Global Call to Action, in 
which they claim that “[T]he People’s Republic is moving forward at Manhattan Project speed to develop a blue water navy capable 
of challenging the U.S. Navy.” 

 
30. Arming For The Navy’s Return To History 
(THE DIPLOMAT 29 AUG 12) ... James R. Holmes 

In the last two posts we surveyed the theoretical, individual, and organizational components of the U.S. Navy’s bid to adapt to the 
new, old reality of a competitive high-seas tactical environment. Now let’s turn to hardware, the tangible component. As Julian 
Corbett contends, strategic ideas manifest themselves in the kinds of weaponry a military service procures and how warfighters use it. 
Having averted its eyes from sea control since the Cold War, our navy allowed the associated weapon types to languish, notably anti-
ship cruise missiles. 
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TOP STORIES: 
1. U.N. Leader Broaches Delicate Topics In Meetings With Top Iranian Officials 
(NEW YORK TIMES 30 AUG 12) ... Thomas Erdbrink and Rick Gladstone 

TEHRAN — Making his first visit to Iran as United 
Nations secretary general, Ban Ki-moon met with four 
members of the country’s hierarchy on Wednesday, including 
the supreme leader, in sessions that Mr. Ban’s spokesman 
described as “very serious meetings” that addressed the 
disputed Iranian nuclear program, the Syria conflict, human 
rights problems and what he called the leadership’s 
objectionable comments about Israel. 

Iran’s state news media, which have described Mr. Ban’s 
visit as a repudiation of American and Israeli efforts to isolate 
Iran, also reported on the meetings but framed them 
differently, focusing on Mr. Ban’s gratitude for the invitation, 
their shared goal of resolving the Syrian conflict and Iran’s 
complaints about big-power meddling in Syria — a reference 
to efforts by the United States and its allies to topple President 
Bashar al-Assad, a strategic ally of Iran. 

There was no mention in Iranian accounts of Mr. Ban’s 
criticism of Iran’s human rights record or the comments about 
Israel by the supreme leader, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, 
President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad and others, who refer to 
Israel as the Zionist entity and have described it as a cancerous 
tumor that should be eradicated. 

The competing accounts of Mr. Ban’s visit came on the 
first day of a three-day visit to the Nonaligned Movement’s 
annual meeting, which Iran is hosting as president until 2015 
under a three-year rotation system in the 120-member group, 
the biggest single bloc in the 193-member General Assembly. 
Mr. Ban decided to attend despite calls by the United States 
and Israel to boycott it because of Iran’s role. 

Mr. Ban’s exact itinerary has not been disclosed, and 
confusion quickly arose upon his arrival over whether, and 
when, he would speak to the foreign news media here. Iranian 
officials said he would hold a news conference before he 
departs on Friday. 

Martin Nesirky, Mr. Ban’s chief spokesman, told 
reporters that Mr. Ban had extensive meetings with the 
Parliament speaker, Ali Larijani, followed by Mr. 
Ahmadinejad, Ayatollah Khamenei and Saeed Jalili, the 
highest ranking national security official. Mr. Jalili has been 
the main negotiator in Iran’s nuclear dispute with the P5-plus-
1 powers — the five permanent members of the United 
Nations Security Council plus Germany. 

Mr. Ban expressed regret that little progress had been 
achieved since the talks resumed in April, and told his hosts 
that Iran “needed to take concrete steps and prove to the world 
its nuclear program is for peaceful purposes,” Mr. Nesirky 
said. Iran has denied Western and Israeli accusations that its 
uranium enrichment program is a cover to develop nuclear 
weapons. 

On Syria, Mr. Nesirky said, the secretary general 
expressed opposition to further militarization of the conflict 
and asked Iranian leaders to use their influence to halt the 
violence there. He declined to specify whether Mr. Ban had 
reiterated in private his public demand that Mr. Assad resign. 

Ayatollah Khamenei told Mr. Ban that “Iran will not 
spare any effort to resolve the Syrian crisis,” Iran state radio 

reported, but added that “solving the Syrian problem has a 
condition, and that is to prevent the export of weapons to 
irresponsible groups inside Syria.” 

Mr. Nesirky said the secretary general told Mr. 
Ahmadinejad that “the human rights situation in Iran remains 
a source of concern. Fundamental civil and political rights 
should be respected.” And in his meetings with the president 
and supreme leader, the spokesman said, Mr. Ban “strongly 
objected to recent remarks from Iranian officials denying the 
Holocaust and Israel’s right to exist. Such remarks should be 
condemned by all.” 

Asked to characterize the responses of the hosts, Mr. 
Nesirky said: “These have been very serious meetings and 
extremely detailed meetings. And of course both sides listened 
to each other.” He said Mr. Ban had “conveyed extremely 
clearly and in no uncertain terms what the expectations of the 
international community are on all these questions.” 

Earlier Wednesday, news accounts by Iran’s official 
Islamic Republic News Agency and other state news media on 
Mr. Ban’s visit focused primarily on the Syria conflict and Mr. 
Ban’s positive remarks about Iran’s importance in the region. 
They also quoted Mr. Ban as thanking Iran for hosting 
refugees from neighboring Afghanistan. 

The Iranian accounts also quoted Mr. Larijani as accusing 
the United States and its allies of bullying and big-power 
interference not only in Syria but also elsewhere in the Middle 
East. 

“Unfortunately some of the major countries are constantly 
acting in a provocative way in the region and creating a kind 
of disorder in the region,” Mr. Larijani was quoted as saying 
by the semiofficial Fars News Agency. “We have our own 
opinions, but we contribute to the establishment of peace in 
the region.” 

Mr. Larijani was further quoted as saying that “Iran 
always supports democracy in the region” and has supported 
the antiauthoritarian uprisings in Tunisia and Libya. He also 
voiced support for antigovernment protesters in Bahrain. 
However, he was quoted as saying, “in Syria some major 
countries and some regional countries have not made it 
possible for the establishment of deeper democracy and this is 
a mistake.” 

At the Nonaligned Movement conference, where Mr. Ban 
was to join heads of state and kings on Thursday to listen to a 
speech by Ayatollah Khamenei, Syria was being discussed 
behind closed doors. According to diplomats speaking 
anonymously who were in the meeting, the Syrian deputy 
foreign minister, Ramzi Ezzodin, gave a fiery speech, 
attacking Turkey and saying the country had opened its 
borders for terrorists who wanted to enter Syria. 

Iran proposed to form a committee in which Egypt, Iran, 
Venezuela, Iraq and Lebanon would try to find a solution for 
the Syrian crisis, a Parliament member was quoted by the 
IRNA as saying. 

Thomas Erdbrink reported from Tehran, and Rick 
Gladstone from New York. 

Return to Index 
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2. Q&A About UN Security Council Meeting On Syria 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 30 AUG 12) ... Edith M. Lederer 

UNITED NATIONS -- Turkey's foreign minister will 
urge the Security Council on Thursday to set up a safe zone in 
Syria to protect thousands of civilians fleeing the civil war, but 
his appeal is almost certain to go nowhere given the deep 
divisions in the U.N.'s most powerful body. 

With military action escalating and the death count rising, 
Foreign Minister Ahmet Davutoglu and ministers from other 
countries bordering Syria are flying to New York to call for 
council action to address the growing humanitarian crisis 
inside and outside the country. 

France, which holds the council presidency this month, 
invited ministers from the 15 council nations to Thursday's 
meeting as the civil war intensifies. 

France's U.N. Ambassador Gerard Araud expressed hope 
Wednesday that despite their serious political differences on 
Syria, council members could work together and "have a 
common position on humanitarian issues ... (which) are not 
political by definition." But council diplomats, speaking on 
condition of anonymity because consultations have been 
private, said it's highly unlikely there will even be a council 
statement after Thursday's meeting because of disagreements 
among members. 

Here are some questions and answers about Thursday's 
meeting. 

Q: What is the scope of the humanitarian crisis? 
A: Since the Syrian conflict began in March 2011, the 

U.N. says over 265,000 people have fled to neighboring 
Turkey, Lebanon and Jordan. Inside Syria, the government 
says 1.2 million people have taken shelter in public buildings 
though others say many more are displaced. The U.N. 
estimates that 2.5 million Syrians need food and other 
humanitarian assistance. 

Q: What is a safe zone? 
A: A safe zone is an area on the ground which would be 

protected - most likely by some kind of military force on the 
ground and a no-fly zone overhead. Since a safe zone would 
be inside Syria, if the government doesn't approve - and 
Syrian President Bashar Assad has called the idea "unrealistic" 

- it would be a violation of Syria's sovereignty amounting to 
military intervention because of the force required to guard 
civilians. 

Q: Why wouldn't such a proposal be approved by the 
Security Council? 

A: Russia and China, Syria's most important allies, have 
vetoed three Western-backed resolutions in the Security 
Council seeking to pressure Assad's government. They 
vehemently oppose any threat to Syria's sovereignty and 
territorial integrity. In addition, Russia has a military base in 
Syria. There are also serious political differences among 
council members. While the U.S., its European allies and other 
members say Assad must go, Russia and China oppose any 
effort to replace him that doesn't have the support of the 
Syrian people. 

Q. What will happen at Thursday's meeting? 
A: The meeting, starting at 3 p.m. EDT, will hear 

briefings by U.N. Deputy Secretary-General Jan Eliasson, 
U.N. refugee chief Antonio Guterres, Turkey's Davutoglu, 
Jordan's foreign minister, a Lebanese minister and an Iraqi 
deputy minister. Representatives of the 15 council nations will 
then speak. 

Q: Which council nations are sending high-level 
representatives? 

A: French Foreign Minister Laurent Fabius and British 
Foreign Minister William Hague are coming along with the 
foreign ministers of Morocco, Togo and Colombia. Diplomats 
said the 10 other council nations - including veto-wielding 
permanent members Russia, China and the United States - are 
expected to be represented by their ambassadors or charge 
d'affaires. 

Q: Will there be any outcome from the meeting? 
A: The United Nations is appealing urgently for 

additional funds to help the 2.5 million Syrians who need food 
and other humanitarian aid, and the meeting could spur 
additional donations by highlighting the plight of civilians 
caught in the conflict. 

Return to Index 
 

3. Japanese And North Korean Officials Meet For Their First Talks In 4 Years 
(NEW YORK TIMES 30 AUG 12) ... Martin Fackler 

TOKYO — Government officials from Japan and North 
Korea held their first talks in four years on Wednesday, amid 
hopes that the North’s new leader could be trying to reduce 
tensions with Japan and, by extension, the United States. 

The meeting at the Japanese Embassy in Beijing between 
midlevel diplomats was described by Japanese officials as a 
working-level discussion aimed at shaping an agenda for 
future higher-level talks. However, Japanese analysts have 
speculated that the talks could actually be a feeler from North 
Korea’s new leader, Kim Jong-un, and that he might want 
improved economic ties with the outside world. 

The two nations have no diplomatic relations. Official 
communications were broken off in 2008 amid acrimony over 
the North’s nuclear program and the North’s failure to fully 
address Japan’s concerns about abductions of Japanese 
citizens in decades past. Tokyo believes that the North 
kidnapped dozens of Japanese in the 1970s and 1980s, forcing 

them to train the North’s spies. North Korea returned five 
abductees in 2002 and insists that the issue has been resolved. 

Wednesday’s meeting ended without conclusion, with the 
diplomats expected to meet again on Thursday. 

Japanese officials said the main topic was whether Japan 
would be allowed to retrieve the remains of what Tokyo 
counts as 21,000 Japanese who died at the end of World War 
II in the North, when it was a Japanese colony. They said 
North Korea initially suggested holding the government-level 
talks earlier this month at a meeting between Red Cross 
officials from both nations on the retrieval of Japanese 
remains. 

But Japan’s negotiator, Keiichi Ono, director of the 
Foreign Ministry’s Northeast Asia Division, stressed the 
importance of the abductions, which remain a highly 
emotional issue among the Japanese public. And the top 
Japanese government spokesman, Osamu Fujimura, told 
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reporters that future talks would proceed only “with the 
understanding that the abduction issue will of course be part” 
of them. 

Japan will also raise the issue of repatriation of Japanese 
spouses of North Korean citizens who want to return, and the 

turning over of Japanese citizens in North Korea wanted for 
the hijacking of a Japanese airliner in 1970, Japanese news 
media said. 

Return to Index 
 
 

ASIA – PACIFIC: 
4. Chinese Military Official Meets U.S. Pacific Commander 
(XINHUA NEWS AGENCY (CHINA) 28 AUG 12) 

WASHINGTON -- A high-ranking Chinese military 
official met with U.S. Pacific Commander Adm. Samuel J. 
Locklear III in Hawaii on Tuesday, discussing China-U.S. 
military ties and other issues of common concern. 

Cai Yingting, deputy chief of the General Staff of the 
Chinese People's Liberation Army, said the two militaries 
should deepen pragmatic cooperation. 

Cai said Asia-Pacific affairs should be handled with a 
global perspective to promote and safeguard world peace, 
stability and development. 

The current divergences and conflicts between the two 
countries should be handled with foresight, Cai added. 

Locklear said the U.S. Pacific Command is looking 
forward to strengthening cooperation with the Chinese side in 

the Asia-Pacific region, deepening exchanges, boosting 
strategic mutual trust, avoiding military conflict and jointly 
safeguarding regional and world peace and stability. 

He stressed the U.S. strategic return to Asia-Pacific is not 
targeting China. 

During the visit, Cai also met with Roger F. Mathews, 
deputy commanding general of the U.S. Army Pacific, Herbert 
J. Carlisle, commander of the U.S. Pacific Air Forces, and 
Cecil D. Haney, commander of the U.S. Pacific Fleet. 

The Chinese military official visited the U.S. Army 
Pacific Command and the Pacific Fleet as well as an Aegis 
guided missile destroyer. 

Return to Index 
 

5. Philippine, China Leaders May Discuss Row At APEC 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 28 AUG 12) 

MANILA -- The Philippine and Chinese presidents will 
likely discuss a territorial row on the sidelines of a regional 
trade summit in Russia next month, a Filipino official said 
Wednesday. 

Philippine President Benigno Aquino will reaffirm in the 
talks his country's claims to parts of the South China Sea 
while seeking to ease tensions with China and boost trade, 
foreign affairs undersecretary Laura del Rosario said. 

"He (Aquino) will explain to them what we are doing 
about it, what we are doing to de-escalate it. It's useless to 
discuss the problem in a high-pitched voice," del Rosario told 
reporters, referring to the maritime row. 

Aquino and Chinese President Hu Jintao are due to attend 
the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) leaders' 
summit in Russia's far eastern port city of Vladivostok on 
September 8 and 9. 

Del Rosario said the meeting between Hu and Aquino on 
the sidelines of the summit had not yet been confirmed, with 
both delegations still to finalise their schedules. 

But she said the Chinese side had proposed the bilateral 
meeting, and Aquino would accept. 

"It will be the number one on his priority list," she said. 

Del Rosario emphasised the Philippines wanted to focus 
on boosting economic partnerships with China during the 
planned meeting, not the South China Sea dispute that has 
caused deep diplomatic fissures for more than a year. 

"We just hope... that whatever political issues we have, 
we can just separate it from economic issues and trade issues," 
she said. 

China claims sovereignty over nearly all of the South 
China Sea, which is believed to hold vast amounts of oil and 
gas, is a rich fishing ground for the region and is home to 
shipping lanes that are vital to global trade. 

But the Philippines, Brunei, Malaysia and Vietnam, as 
well as Taiwan, claim parts of the sea. 

The Philippines and Vietnam have accused China recently 
of becoming increasingly aggressive in staking its claims to 
the area. 

Tensions between the Philippines and China escalated 
dramatically in April when vessels from both countries 
became engaged in a stand-off at a remote shoal in the sea. 

The Philippines' foreign minister then accused Chinese 
diplomats in July of "duplicity" and "intimidation.” 

Return to Index 
 

6. Drones Part Of Plan To Patrol Coastal Areas 
(SOUTH CHINA MORNING POST (HONG KONG) 30 AUG 12) ... Minnie Chan 

The civilian maritime authority has announced plans to 
set up a series of bases, from which it will conduct drone-
surveillance flights along the Pacific coast of China. 

The State Oceanic Administr ation (SOA) would establish 
11 sites in coastal provinces to store and launch unmanned 

aerial vehicles (UAVs), with at least one drone located at each 
facility, said SOA division chief Yu Qingsong, according to 
Xinhua. 

While details about the scale and schedule of the project 
were unclear, an SOA newspaper, China Ocean News, said on 
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Monday that the drones would use high-definition cameras to 
monitor illegal land reclamation, sand dredging and other 
changes in the maritime environment. 

The move follows a series of drone tests and trial runs to 
see whether military-developed UAV technology could be 
used to assist various civilian agencies on the mainland. 

Late last year, the port city of Dalian, in northeastern 
Liaoning province, reported a successful test using drones to 
take aerial photos over an 980 square kilometre area. 
Similarly, maritime authorities in eastern Jiangsu province 
tested a drone-based 3-D monitoring system earlier this year. 

Senior Colonel Li Jie, a researcher with the Chinese 
Naval Research Institute in Beijing, said the establishment of 
such UAV bases along the coast would help the country 
defend its maritime territory in the long run. 

"The development of our home-made UAVs has reached 
a certain level now, after overcoming many technical 
problems, allowing the drones to operate over the sea for 
much longer21bder. 

"The UAVs are hard to detect and using them doesn't risk 
lives, so they could be used to monitor and track any foreign 
aerial vehicles within our maritime territory," he said. "The 
cost is low, too." 

The Japanese Defence Ministry reported spotting three 
People's Liberation Army warships conducting take-off and 
landing exercises involving UAVs in April, about 700 
kilometres east of a tiny Pacific atoll that China considers an 
international reef, but Japan calls Okinotori Island and 
considers part of its territory. 

The China Ocean News said the UAVs could also 
supplement weather data curr ently provided by satellites. 

Return to Index 
 

7. New Zealand Military Co-Hosting International Emergency Drill Planning 
(XINHUA NEWS AGENCY (CHINA) 29 AUG 12) 

WELLINGTON -- The New Zealand Defence Force ( 
NZDF) is co-hosting for the first time the international 
working group behind Exercise Pacific Partnership, which 
delivers a humanitarian aid program across the Pacific, the 
NZDF announced Wednesday. 

Around 60 personnel from the Australian Defence Force, 
French Armed Forces New Caledonia, the United States and 
Japan, and representatives from the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs and Trade and non-governmental organizations, had 
gathered in New Zealand Tuesday for the international 
planning conference, which runs till Thursday. 

Exercise Pacific Partnership 2013 is a U.S. Navy-led 
annual multinational humanitarian relief exercise which 
conducts medical, dental and engineering civic aid projects in 
the Asia-Pacific region. 

Commander Joint Forces New Zealand, Major General 
Dave Gawn, said Exercise Pacific Partnership was designed to 
strengthen regional partnerships in the Pacific and also 
improve multi- national interoperability. 

"It is significant that the New Zealand Defence Force is 
co- hosting an international working group for Pacific 
Partnership 2013. The New Zealand Defence Force has a great 
team of planners who are playing a key role in the 
preparations for Pacific Partnership 2013," Gawn said in a 
statement. 

Activities like Pacific Partnership contributed to 
development in the Pacific and were key to ensuring that the 
NZDF was capable, prepared and well rehearsed to conduct 
actual disaster response missions, he said. 

"This week New Zealand Defence Force personnel will be 
working alongside a range of international partners to 
familiarize and develop plans to ensure Pacific Partnership 
2013 is a resounding success." 

Pacific Partnership 2013 would be conducted in the host 
nations of Kiribati, the Solomon Islands, Papua New Guinea, 
Tonga, Samoa and the Marshall Islands. 

The NZDF planned to contribute navy vessel HMNZS 
Canterbury, medical and dental teams as well as a team of 
engineers. 

It was also likely that a mixed team of navy divers and 
army engineers would help to dispose of World War II 
munitions in South Tarawa, Kiribati. 

Earlier this year a team of eight NZDF health specialists 
embarked on U.S. navy ship Mercy for the Vietnam phase of 
Pacific Partnership 2012. 

Last year, more than 100 NZDF personnel joined 
HMNZS Canterbury to conduct engineering and medical tasks 
in the remote Tongan island of Niuatoputapu and in Vanuatu. 

Return to Index 
 
 

MIDEAST: 
8. Iran Leader Rules Out Nuclear Bomb, Will Pursue Energy 
(REUTERS 30 AUG 12) ... Marcus George, Zahra Hosseinian and Yeganeh Torbati 

DUBAI, United Arab Emirates - Iran will never develop a 
nuclear bomb but will not give up its pursuit of peaceful 
nuclear energy, Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei told 
a gathering of leaders of developing countries meeting in 
Tehran. 

"Our motto is nuclear energy for all and nuclear weapons 
for none," Khamenei told the Non-Aligned Movement 
summit. "Iran will never pursue nuclear weapons but it will 

not give up its national right to peaceful nuclear energy," he 
added. 

Iran wants to use its hosting of the high-level 120-nation 
gathering to push back against attempts by the United States to 
isolate it politically and economically over its atomic 
activities. 

The West suspects Iran's nuclear program is focused on 
developing a nuclear bomb, an accusation dismissed by 
Tehran. 
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Late on Wednesday, visiting United Nations Secretary 
General Ban Ki-moon - also present at Thursday's speech - 
told Khamenei to take concrete steps to prove the country's 
nuclear program was peaceful. 

Khamenei's at times abrasive speech on Thursday also 
took aim at the U.N. Security Council, describing it as 
illogical, unjust and defunct relic of the past that the United 
States uses "to impose their bullying manner on the world". 

"They (the United States) talk of human rights when what 
they mean is Western interests. They talk of democracy when 
what they have is military intervention in other countries," he 
added. 

Television footage before the speech showed Iranian 
president Mahmoud Ahmadinejad in discussion with Egyptian 
president Mohamed Mursi - the first Egyptian leader to visit 
Iran since its Islamic Revolution in 1979. 
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9. Syrian Emigres Seek Aid In U.S. To Arm Rebels 
(NEW YORK TIMES 30 AUG 12) ... Steven Lee Myers 

WASHINGTON — From a one-room office in an 
unfinished glass tower three blocks from the White House, an 
amorphous network of activists is doing what the Obama 
administration will not: attempting to arm the rebels trying to 
overthrow Syria’s government. 

The Syrian Support Group, incorporated here in April as a 
nonprofit, has few resources and, so far, few donations, and 
whether it succeeds in its larger goal remains to be seen. But it 
is already serving as a conduit between the United States and 
the armed forces seeking to topple Syria’s president, Bashar 
al-Assad, and having an effect on American policy. 

The group has surprisingly extensive contacts among 
rebel commanders of the Free Syrian Army, a rare license 
from the Department of Treasury allowing it to sidestep 
sanctions and a conviction that the assistance the 
administration has so far offered Syrians — mainly 
communications equipment — is simply not enough to defeat 
Mr. Assad. 

Its members regularly consult with State Department 
officials, including the American ambassador to Syria, Robert 
S. Ford, who has been based in Washington since the embassy 
in Damascus closed in February. Their unusual relationship 
with the American government reflects the Obama 
administration’s constrained, at times convoluted policy 
toward Syria’s raging conflict. 

Although the administration advocates Mr. Assad’s 
removal from power as fervently as the group’s members do, 
it has so far resisted calls to intervene militarily or to provide 
the weapons that Mr. Assad’s opponents say are needed to 
accomplish the task. And yet, it is tacitly encouraging others 
to do so, including nations like Turkey, Saudi Arabia and 
Qatar and, now with the license, a network of Syrian émigrés 
in the United States and Canada who, like many of those 
opposed to Mr. Assad’s rule, began their campaign in the 
virtual universe of Facebook and Skype. 

“If you keep giving people videos and cameras and 
satellite equipment so they can document how they are getting 
killed, it won’t stop the killing,” said Louay Sakka, one of the 
group’s eight board members, referring to the American aid. 
As for Mr. Assad’s loyalists, he added, “it’s only the language 
of force they understand.” 

Mr. Sakka, a telecommunications engineer in Toronto, 
said the group hopes to raise $7 million to help the Free Syrian 
Army level the playing field against Mr. Assad’s 
overwhelmingly superior forces with the purchase of more 
sophisticated weaponry, including antiaircraft and antitank 
missiles. 

“For a long time we’ve been telling them there is no 
political solution,” he said of American and other officials 
who held out hope for a negotiated end to Mr. Assad’s rule. 

Administration officials say that outsourcing the supply of 
money and arms to the rebels maintains a crucial distinction 
that keeps American military fingerprints off a conflict that 
has already turned into a bloody civil war. “It’s not for us to 
determine what the donations are used for,” said one official, 
who requested anonymity to discuss administration thinking, 
describing a plausible deniability that might not be plausible to 
all. “It could be for medical supplies.” 

The Syrian Support Group came together late last year, 
uniting a diaspora of émigrés with close family, social and 
cultural ties inside Syria. Like the protesters in Syria, they 
began by advocating peaceful political change, but as the 
Syrian government cracked down ever more forcefully, they, 
too, became more militant, making contacts with the rebel 
military commands that took shape in Syria’s major cities. 

For some it has been a jarring transition. “I have never 
been involved in a revolution before,” another board member, 
Dr. Naser Danan, said in a telephone interview from 
Cleveland, where he settled after leaving Syria in 1986. “I’m a 
pediatrician.” 

The group became more organized last spring when it 
formally incorporated, started its Web site and, in May, hired a 
former NATO political officer, Brian Sayers, as its director of 
government relations in Washington after finding him through 
an online employment agency. 

That same month, it applied for a license from the 
Treasury Department’s Office of Foreign Assets Control to 
raise money for the rebels. It was granted on July 23 after the 
Obama administration intensified its efforts to provide 
humanitarian and other nonlethal assistance inside Syria. 
American law restricts arms sales generally, and sanctions 
prohibit them to Syria specifically. But while the group cannot 
ship weapons, it can send money that the rebels can use to buy 
them. 

The group has not yet registered as a lobbyist, but it has 
already become a clearinghouse for American lawmakers and 
administration officials trying to learn more about the loose 
network of rebels that has gradually coalesced into the Free 
Syrian Army. A senior administration official who did not 
want to discuss intelligence matters on the record said the 
group’s greatest asset has been its contacts, providing some of 
the best intelligence available on those squaring off against 
Mr. Assad’s forces. 

The only thing adorning the group’s tiny office in 
downtown Washington is a large map of Syria with Post-it 
tabs designating the commanders of the Free Syrian Army’s 
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nine regional military councils, from Dara’a to Aleppo. Mr. 
Sayers said the group’s directors routinely contacted the 
commanders of those councils — and recently managed a 
Skype conference call with all nine at once. 

“There’s not one head — that’s true,” Mr. Sayers said of 
the still-amorphous organization of the rebels. “It doesn’t 
mean you can’t work with them.” 

Mr. Sakka said the group’s directors, all professionals, 
were originally from the cities now under siege, allowing them 
to establish trust with the rebels, and vice versa. One of the 
group’s accomplishments has been to negotiate a 
“proclamation of principles,” signed by each of the rebel 
commanders. It calls for a free, democratic Syria that would 
protect the rights of Syria’s myriad ethnic and sectarian 
groups, create rule of law, and seek peace with its neighbors. 

The group has not disclosed its fund-raising efforts so far, 
though its license requires it to report each month to the State 
Department how much it raises and sends. If the Internal 

Revenue Service approves the group’s status as a charity, 
donations to help Syria’s rebels could soon be tax-deductible. 

Dr. Danan, originally from Damascus, lamented that the 
group had yet to receive enough donations to do much more 
than set up the office in Washington. 

While maintaining good relations with the Obama 
administration, the group has also been a critic of the 
administration’s approach, with added credibility because of 
its ties inside Syria. Dr. Danan, for example, said President 
Obama’s warning that any use of chemical weapons by Syrian 
forces would be “a red line” that could provoke intervention 
amounted to a “green light” for Mr. Assad to use as much 
conventional force as possible. 

“Without force, tyranny will persist,” Dr. Danan said. 
“We will advocate with whatever means we can to mobilize 
the United States and other world powers to support the Syrian 
people, and not just with mere rhetoric.” 
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10. No Plans To Suspend Mistral Deal Over Syria – France 
(RIA NOVOSTI 29 AUG 12) 

PARIS -- France will not use a $1.2 billion contract to 
build Mistral class amphibious assault ships for the Russian 
Navy to put pressure on Moscow over the Syrian issue, the 
country’s foreign minister said on Wednesday. 

The West is pushing for President Bashar al-Assad’s 
ouster, while Russia and China are trying to prevent outside 
interference in Syria, saying the Assad regime and the 
opposition are both to blame for the bloodshed. Russia and 
China have blocked three UN resolutions on Syria. 

In an interview with the France Inter radio station, 
Foreign Minister Laurent Fabius said his country “is putting 
pressure on Russia only in the diplomatic dimension.” 

"We continue negotiations with Russians, we must find a 
solution [on Syria]. To achieve some progress, we discuss it in 
parallel with the Arab states, with our neighbors and the 
Russians,” he said. 

He also said that French military equipment must not be 
sold to third states. 

“If we learn about reselling, we will end all future 
supplies,” Fabius said. 

Russia and France signed the contract for two French-
built Mistral class ships, including the transfer of sensitive 
technology, in June 2011. Two more ships are expected to be 
80% built in Russia, 20% in France. 

The first Mistral class warship is expected to be put in 
service with the Russian Navy in three years. 

A Mistral-class ship is capable of carrying 16 helicopters, 
four landing vessels, 70 armored vehicles, and 450 personnel. 

The Russian military has said it plans to use Mistral ships 
in its Northern and Pacific fleets. 
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AFGHANISTAN: 
11. SEALs Battle For Hearts, Minds And Speedy Paychecks 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 30 AUG 12) ... Maria Abi-Habib 

DAHANE SANGHA, Afghanistan—Abdul Samad, a 
Taliban fighter turned pro-government security chief, has a 
problem: The Afghan state isn't paying his men, raising the 
risk they will rejoin the insurgency. 

This, in turn, complicates matters for the U.S. special-
operations forces troops who recently spent four nights on 
Abdul Samad's floor, living and fighting alongside his men in 
a valley filled with Taliban fighters. 

Abdul Samad is a 43-year-old commander of the Afghan 
Local Police, a fighting force tasked with guarding far-flung 
villages such as Dahane Sangha. He says he has met with 
Afghan government officials only four times since he quit the 
Taliban in February to lead an unruly band of former 
insurgents. 

"I don't know who my boss is," roared Abdul Samad as he 
received visitors at his home this month. Around him, nine of 

his fighters balanced AK-47s on their knees. "But I know I'm 
in contact with him for everything," he said, motioning toward 
a 28-year-old U.S. special-forces captain with a sunburned 
face. 

Afghan Local Police commanders such as Abdul 
Samad—a small but increasing number of whom are former 
Taliban—work closely with U.S. special-operations officers 
and the regular Afghan national police. With scant support 
from the Afghan government, Abdul Samad said, he has little 
choice but to rely on the special-forces captain for guidance 
and logistical support. 

The challenge that poses to the U.S. was on display 
recently when a team of U.S. special forces, led by U.S. Navy 
SEALs, paid a visit to Abdul Samad's village in Uruzgan 
province's Khas Uruzgan district, one of Afghanistan's most 
dangerous and Taliban dominated areas. 
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As the U.S. prepares to wind down its troop presence in 
Afghanistan, forces here are moving on two tracks. Special 
operations teams, hoping to win local populations away from 
the insurgency, are trying to build reliable local police forces 
in part by paying insurgents to switch sides. But with the clock 
ticking on the pullout of tens of thousands of conventional 
troops by 2014, the special forces must also shift local police 
leaders' dependence away from them and toward nascent local 
governing bodies. 

Red tape slows the reintegration program for former 
insurgents, reducing many Taliban fighters' willingness to sign 
up. Also, the governments to which local police report are 
often weak and split by ethnic conflict. Many Afghan 
government branches don't function outside Kabul without 
U.S. protection: Police, army and government officials often 
rely on U.S. helicopters to get around. 

Afghanistan's regular police, who are charged with 
overseeing the Afghan Local Police, or ALP, say it can be 
hard to track local forces in remote and dangerous areas whose 
job is to provide security but aren't empowered to enforce 
Afghan law. "We don't have access to those areas, and we 
need the coalition to come with me to put those areas under 
control," says Uruzgan province police chief Matiullah Khan. 
"Until foreign forces leave, we'll keep asking them for help. 
When they leave, we'll have to find our way." 

Mr. Khan blamed the paycheck delay on the slow process 
of registering new ALP members. 

Critics of the local police program—which include 
human-rights advocates and several Afghan officials—say the 
U.S. is funding militias over which it has little control, 
energies that could be focused on building the national police 
and army. They see a danger that men like Abdul Samad could 
become Afghanistan's next warlords once U.S. forces leave, 
much as some of the U.S.-armed Mujahedeen of the 1980s 
became some of the country's biggest power brokers and 
human-rights violators, with many remaining in government 
today. 

Special-operations forces who are mentoring Abdul 
Samad's men say the ALP has the potential to grow into an 
effective force because they understand their local 
communities. 

The close relationship between special-operations forces 
and their Afghan counterparts has come under additional 
scrutiny in recent months, as a growing number of 
international troops have been killed by their Afghan police 
and army counterparts. The latest came Wednesday, when the 
coalition said a man in an Afghan army uniform killed three 
coalition members in southern Afghanistan. At least five of 
the 10 U.S. troops killed this month by Afghan police or 
soldiers were special-operations forces, an unusually high 
count among this group. 

In Khas Uruzgan—some 190 miles southwest of Kabul, 
the capital—elite U.S. troops are battling to make Abdul 
Samad's ALP unit independent so they can set up others 
elsewhere. 

On a recent day, a Chinook helicopter flew government 
officials from Tarin Kot, Uruzgan province's capital, to Abdul 
Samad's home in a valley surrounded by orchards and 
mountains. They were there to pay long-awaited salaries. 
Minutes after the meeting, Abdul Samad emerged to say 
money had been offered for only 12 of his 32 men. He "threw 

the cash back" at the officials and demanded payment in full, 
he recounted. 

"I had three groups of Taliban call me and ask how 
[reintegration] is going, he told the officials and SEALs in 
attendence. "I replied that my men are not getting paid and 
they said, 'Why should we join the government and get 
nothing?' At least the Taliban pay on time." 

The government's long reintegration process for onetime 
insurgents is behind the delay, one SEAL explained. To join 
the ALP, such fighters must have their fingerprints taken and 
retinas scanned. On the recent day, one of the rare Afghan 
biometrics professionals was unable to make the trip to Abdul 
Samad's village, the latest in a month of failed attempts. 

Abdul Samad says he receives $180 per month now, 
compared with $300 when he fought with the Taliban. Many 
of Abdul Samad's men say that if they don't get paid—and 
some haven't since May—they will leave to seek laborer jobs 
in Pakistan or Iran, or to rejoin the insurgency. 

"What's driving them to fight for the Taliban? Economics. 
Steady paychecks," said Cmdr. Mike Hayes, the commander 
of Special Operations Task Force South East, which covers 
the Uruzgan, Daikundi and Zabul provinces. "The ALP 
program is taking military-aged fighters away from the 
insurgency." 

Cmdr. Hayes's team arrived in Uruzgan in January, kick-
starting a reintegration program that for two years had failed 
to attract any Taliban fighters in the province. 

Promising paying ALP jobs to fighters, Cmdr. Hayes 
approached then-Taliban fighter Abdul Samad through an 
interlocutor in January. Now, he says, the team has attracted 
84 former insurgents, offering them three-month stipends and 
hoping to lure more villages into the program by offering 
development projects such as well-digging and school 
building. Twelve of the former fighters are in the ALP. 
Another 20 are waiting to be registered. 

"Nations are really good at starting wars and really bad at 
ending them. There will always be a political settlement 
needed," Cmdr. Hayes said of the reintegration process. "My 
hope is if we get this right, it's a kernel, and it spreads." 

The reintegration program is part of a broader U.S.-
supported push for reconciliation with the Taliban that could 
see the insurgency rolled into government as part of a peace 
deal. At the same time, U.S. and allied troops continue to fight 
the Taliban to pressure them to the negotiating table. 

As the majority of conventional coalition troops begin to 
withdraw, the U.S. special-operations forces are taking on a 
more prominent role. The elite forces are considered to be the 
best-equipped to fight an insurgency that thrives in remote 
areas in Afghanistan, and they are training more Afghan 
commandos and ALP to take on the Taliban. 

That involves missions like the one recently conducted by 
the 28-year-old special forces captain, who spent four nights 
sleeping, eating and fighting alongside Abdul Samad's men. 

The captain, who by military rules couldn't be identified, 
said he and his team came to reinforce the ALP unit during the 
summer fighting season. Insurgents would frequently climb 
the mountains surrounding Abdul Samad's home or sneak 
through the thick orchards to fire on the men, the captain said. 
When engaged, the Taliban usually fled, the captain said. 

As in much of Afghanistan, ethnic tensions in Uruzgan 
run deep, fueling suspicions among many locals of the men 



 12

that the SEALs and the Afghan government have enlisted to 
protect them. 

The ALP's recruits in Uruzgan are largely drawn from the 
minority Hazara community. Pashtuns, who make up around 
half the Afghan population and form the bulk of Taliban 
fighters, have largely spurned the force. 

Last month, the leader of Khas Uruzgan's largest ALP 
unit, who goes by the single name Shujayee, faced accusations 
that his men killed civilians in retaliation for a Taliban attack 
that left two of his men beheaded. Shujayee, who commands 
120 ALP fighters, allegedly took his men to a Pashtun village 
and killed nine people, including civilians, in retaliation. 

The majority of Khas Uruzgan's district government 
officials are Pashtun. In interviews before an investigation was 
launched, these officials spoke of Shujayee's guilt without 
offering evidence. 

Abdul Samad, one of the few Pashtuns among the area's 
ALP recruits, used to fight against Shujayee's men. But after a 
falling out with Taliban commanders in the area, he says he 
has become an ally. 

"I know the Taliban tactics. They wrongfully blamed 
Shujayee for civilian deaths to scare people," Abdul Samad 
said. "If we lose the Hazara ALP, it will be a huge problem. 
The Pashtuns aren't stepping up…I'm done if Shujayee is. The 
road to my village will be open for the Taliban." 
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12. Pentagon Fighting Taliban On Social Media Front 
(USA TODAY 30 AUG 12) ... Jim Michaels 

The U.S. military is ramping up efforts to counter the 
Taliban's growing presence on social media sites by 
aggressively responding to falsehoods and reporting violations 
of the sites' guidelines on violent threats, experts say. 

Twitter accounts or websites associated with militant 
groups typically take responsibility for attacks whether or not 
they had anything to do with them. 

But most of the information they provide is either 
exaggerated or false, said Army Lt. Col. T.G. Taylor, a 
spokesman for U.S. Central Command. 

The Pentagon has become quicker and more effective at 
issuing rebuttals through Twitter and other venues, said 
Christopher Paul, an information operations analyst at RAND 
Corp. 

"Insurgents have always wanted to make themselves look 
like winners," Paul said. "The Internet makes it a whole lot 
easier." 

Winning the information war is particularly important in 
insurgencies, where shaping public opinion can count as much 
as what happens on the battlefield. 

The Taliban and other militant groups issue statements 
and video to create a perception of chaos in the country and to 
undermine the legitimacy of the Afghan government. 

Despite the Taliban's hostility to modernity, members 
have adapted well to social media, military officials said. 

"They're all over Twitter," said Marine Lt. Col. Stewart 
Upton, a spokesman for Regional Command Southwest. 
"They're incessantly tweeting." 

Internet access remains limited in Afghanistan, but 
increasingly people have cellphones and Taliban claims often 
spread from social media to satellite television and local news 

outlets. Militants also use a variety of languages on the 
Internet, including English. 

The military has long struggled with how to counter 
enemy propaganda in Afghanistan. Insurgents post claims 
quickly and the military had been slow to respond, waiting to 
get the full story. 

"We're getting better," Paul said. "There's a practical limit 
to how good we can get." 

The military says it has reported militants when they have 
directly promoted violence. 

Twitter could suspend an account if a user violates 
policies. Twitter spokeswoman Rachael Horwitz said the 
social networking service does not discuss specific accounts, 
including military requests. 

"We have a process to report terms of service violations," 
she said. 

Over the past year, Central Command, which oversees 
U.S. military operations in the Middle East, has reported about 
10 social media violations by militants, Taylor said. 

In general, however, officers say they prefer to engage the 
Taliban openly rather than impede members' right to free 
speech by trying to deny them access to the Internet. 

"That would make it look like we're afraid to engage them 
on the moral battlefield and we're not," Upton said. 

The more aggressive approach seems to be working. 
Increasingly, local media is seeking out the coalition for its 
side of the story and eying Taliban claims more skeptically 
than in the past, the military said. 

This week the Taliban took to Twitter to deny 
responsibility for the recent beheadings of 17 Afghans. The 
Afghan government dismissed the statement, saying the 
Taliban was responsible. 
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13. NATO Official: Most Insider Attacks In Afghanistan 'Personal' 
(DEFENSE NEWS 30 AUG 12) ... Zachary Fryer-Biggs 

Despite a recent spate of insider attacks, most U.S. and 
Afghan deaths at the hands Afghan security forces have not 
been organized by the Taliban as part of a larger insurgency, 
and coalition forces are continuing to make progress in the 
country, a senior NATO official said Aug. 29. 

Thus far in 2012, more than 40 coalition deaths have been 
attributed to insider attacks, compared with 35 for all of 2011. 

“There are a variety of reasons that these attacks have 
occurred over the last few years,” said Alexander Vershbow, 
deputy secretary-general of NATO. “The majority still are 
viewed as having been the result of personal grievances or 
clashes between Afghan personnel and coalition personnel, 
and only a small percentage may have been engineered by the 
Taliban.” 
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Vershbow acknowledged there has been increased activity 
by the Taliban in recent weeks but said that NATO has 
implemented background checks and cultural sensitivity 
training for troops that will help combat insurgent efforts. 

Speaking to reporters about the larger security situation in 
Afghanistan, Vershbow expressed optimism that the country is 
headed in the right direction. 

“In the broader scheme of things, our strategy is working, 
and the coalition is solid,” he said. 

Vershbow also said that even if Pakistan remains a haven 
for insurgents after NATO forces draw down, a critical issue 

that commanders have pointed to as greatly harming progress 
in the country, he believes that Afghanistan can survive. 

Much of NATO’s current approach will shift at the end of 
2014 when the coalition force known as the International 
Security Assistance Force is disbanded, ending major combat 
operations in Afghanistan. However, ongoing training and 
support will still be provided to Afghan forces. 

Details of how that transition will happen have yet to be 
hashed out, Vershbow said. 

“Planning is underway, but it’s still at an early stage,” he 
said. 
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HURRICANE ISAAC: 
14. Isaac Drenches Gulf Coast And High Water Cuts Off Many 
(NEW YORK TIMES 30 AUG 12) ... John Schwartz and Campbell Robertson 

NEW ORLEANS — Seven years to the day that 
Hurricane Katrina and levee failures unleashed a deluge of 
devastation on the Gulf Coast, Hurricane Isaac brought its 
own distinctive mode of destruction on Wednesday, drenching 
the coast not with a quick blow but with an unremitting 
smothering. 

It pummeled the Mississippi Coast with relentless 
roundhouse jabs, while pinning southern Louisiana under a 
saturating rainfall. On its crawl up from the coast, Isaac 
dumped more than a foot of rain in some places and shoved 
before it a violent storm surge that would soon bring back the 
terrible old images of 2005: people marooned on rooftops, 
rescue workers breaking into attics with axes and the rescued 
clutching what little they had left. 

The worst-hit part of the coast was Plaquemines Parish, 
La., the finger of land that follows the Mississippi River from 
Orleans Parish out into the Gulf of Mexico, and the place 
where both Isaac and Katrina first made landfall. 

Fears that a locally built gulf-side levee would be 
overtopped by Isaac’s massive surge were well founded. Many 
of those on Plaquemines Parish’s east bank who ignored 
Monday’s order to leave were forced into their attics when the 
gulf poured in, filling up the bowl between the levees with up 
to 14 feet of water. 

Dozens of people had to be pulled to safety by rescue 
workers and neighbors. As of Wednesday evening, water was 
beginning to creep up the west bank of the parish as well, 
prompting officials to go door to door to evacuate what is 
effectively the bottom two-thirds of the parish. 

“We’ve never seen anything like this, not even Katrina,” 
said a visibly rattled Billy Nungesser, the parish president, in a 
briefing to reporters. 

The same theme was repeated everywhere, by Kim 
Duplantier, a school principal whose home in Plaquemines 
had survived multiple hurricanes but was filled to ruin with 
water on Wednesday; by the mayor of Grand Isle, La., a 
coastal community that was flooded and cut off from the 
mainland; and by A. J. Holloway, the mayor of Biloxi, Miss., 
who now wishes he had ordered people to leave. 

The skepticism with which Gulf Coast residents, 
including Mr. Holloway, viewed Isaac — which was 
downgraded from a Category 1 hurricane to a tropical storm 
by midafternoon on Wednesday — proved treacherous. 

“I really didn’t anticipate this,” said Mr. Holloway, as he 
wheeled his sport utility vehicle to the edge of Highway 90, a 
cozy coastal road usually filled with carloads of beachgoers 
and casinogoers but now a steadily swelling river. “There’s a 
lot more water than I would have thought.” 

In New Orleans, the decision by most residents to stay did 
not turn out to be disastrous. Trees were down across the city, 
and streets flooded, and three-quarters of the city was without 
power, as it will be for several days for more than 600,000 
across the state, until the wind dies down enough for utility 
workers to come in. But despite a few nervous moments, the 
city’s all but finished $14.5 billion flood protection system 
seems to have worked. 

Outside the city, severe flooding was widespread as Isaac 
sat defiantly on the coast. The National Hurricane Center 
expected the storm to drop up to 25 inches of rain in some 
areas. Officials said Wednesday night that they were working 
to evacuate up to 3,000 people from floodwaters in St. John 
the Baptist Parish, about 30 miles west of New Orleans. 
Tornado warnings were also in effect in several Mississippi 
counties. 

Gov. Bobby Jindal of Louisiana said Wednesday that 
more than 4,000 people were in shelters across the state, and 
that 5,000 members of the National Guard had been deployed 
to help in response efforts. What is perhaps most remarkable 
about the storm is that there are still no reported fatalities, 
especially considering the degree to which it caught gulf 
residents by surprise. 

“Initially, the storm only being a tropical storm instead of 
a hurricane, many people, especially the people who live down 
there, didn’t have a whole lot of concern,” said Deano 
Bonano, an aide to a parish councilman, referring to the town 
of Lafitte outside the levee. By Wednesday afternoon, the 
bayou that splits the town was rising so rapidly that scores, if 
not hundreds, of people were facing potentially days of being 
cut off from the world. 

“I think everyone was surprised by this,” said Denny 
Mecham, the executive director of the new Ohr-O’Keefe 
Museum of Art in Biloxi, which was inches from taking in 
water. “They try to prepare you, but for people who are used 
to a Cat. 3 or Cat. 5, this doesn’t seem like much,” she said. 
“Everyone was saying, ‘We’ll be open by Thursday morning.’ 
Well, this is not how this one is turning out.” 
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The same calculus was relied upon in Plaquemines 
(pronounced PLAK-uh-men) Parish, whose residents are 
almost by definition hardy and self-reliant. Shrimpers, 
oystermen, ranchers and workers in the oil patch live together 
on this stretch of coastline divided by the Mississippi River 
nearly from head to foot, and they have been through it all: 
multiple hurricanes, the worst of the BP oil spill and a 
preference for occupations that are not generally associated 
with comfort and security. The parish was largely walled out 
of the federal levee system, much to the anger of the residents. 
They know what that means. 

“We knew it was a matter of time,” said Ms. Duplantier, 
44, who moved with her husband to the now-submerged 
community of Braithwaite so they would have space to keep 
their horses, pigs, dogs, goats and cats. “We just figured we’d 
ride it out and see how long it would last. But we did not think 
in our wildest dreams that a Cat. 1 would do this.” 

She evacuated, and her husband and her parents stayed 
behind to look after the animals. But they spent much of 
Wednesday watching the water rise, and were reached by boat 
after eight hours of being stranded. They had figured, she said, 
that “this was not the big one.” 

Until it was. Solutions to getting the water out of the east 
bank of Plaquemines, which could take days to drain, are not 
straightforward. The Army Corps of Engineers is rounding up 
portable pumps from Baton Rouge and elsewhere that can 

pump floodwaters into the Mississippi, but such pumps are 
slow. 

Mr. Nungesser, with the support of Mr. Jindal, said that 
the plan was to punch holes in the gulf levee to speed up the 
draining, as they did after Hurricane Gustav in 2008, and that 
a team could begin doing that as early as Thursday afternoon. 

And still Isaac trudged on, drenching the towns of the 
north bank of Lake Pontchartrain on Wednesday night and 
heading at an agonizing 6 miles per hour in the direction of 
Baton Rouge. Officials warned that the risks were far from 
over, as flooding was a threat not only along the coast but in 
mid-Louisiana, upstate Mississippi and the drought-starved 
regions north. On Wednesday afternoon, Isaac was flooding 
towns farther inland with its unceasing rain, and was far from 
finished with southern Louisiana and the Gulf Coast. 

“There is another half of the storm to go for most people 
who have already begun to experience it,” W. Craig Fugate, 
the administrator of the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency, said on a conference call with reporters. “For some 
folks in the path, the event and the weather haven’t even 
begun. We are still way early before this is all over.” 

Campbell Robertson reported from New Orleans, and 
Kim Severson from Biloxi, Miss. David Thier contributed 
reporting from Plaquemines Parish, La., and John Schwartz 
from New Orleans. Sheelagh McNeill contributed research. 
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15. Isaac Knocks Out Power To New Orleans Navy Base 
(NEXTGOV 29 AUG 12) ... Bob Brewin 

Power outages caused by Hurricane Isaac in the New 
Orleans area Wednesday affected more than 125,000 people 
and forced the Joint Reserve Base at New Orleans Naval Air 
Station in nearby Belle Chasse to resort to generator power. 
But the Veterans Affairs Department hospital there still had 
power as of early afternoon. 

The base in Belle Chasse was the only one of 11 Navy 
facilities in the Gulf Coast area whose power was knocked out 
by Isaac, according to Bill Doherty, a spokesman for Navy 
Region Southeast. 

The VA hospital in New Orleans remained open 
Wednesday, but the department closed its regional benefits 
office there, as well as benefits offices in Biloxi, Miss.; 
Mobile, Ala.; and Fort Walton Beach and Pensacola, Fla. 

VA clinics in Biloxi; Eglin and Panama City, Fla.; and 
Mobile Ala.; will be closed today. The department also shut 
down clinics in Baton Rouge, Bogalusa, Franklin, Hammond, 
Houma, Mandeville, Metairie, New Orleans, Slidell and St. 
John Louisiana through Thursday. 

Keesler Air Force Base in Biloxi closed Wednesday while 
in Florida, Eglin Air Force Base in Niceland and Tyndall Air 
Force Base in Panama City remained open. Army installations 
in Huntsville, Ala., and Fort Polk, La., also are open. 

The Federal Emergency Management Agency has 
deployed a large truck-mounted mobile emergency response 

center equipped with a satellite communications system and 
multiple radios to the Louisiana state emergency operations 
center in Baton Rouge to facilitate communications with first 
responders. A second vehicle was deployed to Alexandria. 

FEMA also sent a smaller truck-mounted forward 
command center equipped with a satellite dish and radios for 
first responders to Baton Rouge, where it will be deployed in 
areas as needed. 

Col. Wayne Shanks, a spokesman for the San Antonio-
based U.S. Army North -- which provides support to civil 
authorities during disasters -- said the command has four 
teams from its defense coordinating elements on the ground in 
the Gulf states, but they have not received any requests from 
state officials for assistance. Shanks said the Army North 
Sentinel communications truck, which can provide satellite 
connections for 55 computers, is in Alexandria and probably 
will be moved to Fort Polk on Thursday. 

The National Weather Service forecast heavy rain, 
dangerous storm surges and inland flooding from Isaac 
through Wednesday night, and city officials in New Orleans 
are using crowdsourcing to track the extent of flooding. On the 
city’s storm website officials are asking the public to report 
flooded streets, downed trees or broken traffic lights by calling 
the nonemergency 311 number. 
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SURFACE FLEET: 
16. Futuristic Ships Anchor U.S. Navy Surface Plans 
(AVIATION WEEK 29 AUG 12) ... Michael Fabey 

As budget-cutters swipe at major Pentagon programs and 
sequestration threatens to tighten the leash on expected 
expenses, the U.S. Navy remains focused on building its 
future surface warfighting fleet, says Rear Adm. Thomas 
Rowden, Navy Surface Warfare Div. director. 

And the service is pinning its hopes on futuristic ships 
like the DDG-1000 Zumwalt-class destroyer and the Littoral 
Combat Ship (LCS). 

“I am also excited about the production progress of 
Zumwalt (DDG-1000), a marvel in design and technological 
development,” Rowden says in a blog from earlier this month. 
“During my recent visits to Raytheon in Rhode Island and 
Bath Iron Works in Maine, I was impressed with how closely 
the two facilities are working together to ensure the success of 
this incredible warship.” The ship is 65% complete, he says. 
“Zumwalt will set the tone for the next two ships, and our 
Navy will reap the benefits of these three for decades.” 

The Navy is slated to build three of the new destroyers, 
which the Navy says will offer reduced manning, hybrid drive, 
unsurpassed stealth and ferocious firepower. The Zumwalt is 
slated to cost a bit more than $3 billion. 

While the Navy is proposing to deploy only three DDG-
1000s, the service has plans to buy an LCS fleet of about 55. 
The Pentagon estimates the total acquisition cost for the LCS 
sea frames alone is about $37.4 billion. The Navy also plans to 

develop and fund the interchangeable mission module 
packages the ships will carry. 

“We must aggressively bring LCS into the fleet,” Rowden 
says. “With each successive ship, the shipbuilding process has 
become more efficient and we are achieving better results at 
lower cost. USS Independence (LCS-2) recently pulled into 
her homeport in San Diego after completing a series of 
successful Mine Warfare Mission Module tests off the East 
Coast, and Fort Worth (LCS-3) passed her acceptance trials 
with flying colors. The president of the Board of Inspection 
and Survey commented that LCS-3 had the most complete 
acceptance trials held to date, and the Navy formally accepted 
Fort Worth on June 6.” 

While the Navy awaits its LCS and Zumwalt fleets, 
though, its first priority has to be to maintain the ships the 
service has now, Rowden says. 

“We absolutely must ensure the ships in the water today 
work the way they were designed and that their systems are 
interoperable,” he says. “We will fix the systems that do not 
work properly and maintain the ones that do. This will ensure 
that our warfighters have systems that interact and share 
information in real-time, and will provide our commanders 
with the clearest—and most accurate–tactical picture to use 
when making critical decisions.” 
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AMERICAS: 
17. Marines Join Anti-Drug Effort In Guatemala 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 29 AUG 12) ... Martha Mendoza 

GUATEMALA CITY -- A team of 200 U.S. Marines 
began patrolling Guatemala’s western coast this week in an 
unprecedented operation to beat drug traffickers in the Central 
America region, a U.S. military spokesman said today. 

The Marines are deployed as part of Operation Martillo, a 
broader effort started last Jan. 15 to stop drug trafficking along 
the Central American coast. Focused exclusively on drug 
dealers in airplanes or boats, the U.S.-led operation involves 
troops or law enforcement agents from Belize, Britain, 
Canada, Colombia, Costa Rica, El Salvador, France, 
Guatemala, Honduras, the Netherlands, Nicaragua, Panama 
and Spain. 

“This is the first Marine deployment that directly supports 
countering transnational crime in this area, and it’s certainly 
the largest footprint we’ve had in that area in quite some 
time,” said Marine Staff Sgt. Earnest Barnes at the U.S. 
Southern Command in Miami. 

It was 50 years ago when the U.S. military last sent any 
significant aid and equipment into Guatemala, establishing a 
base to support counter-insurgency efforts during a guerrilla 
uprising. That movement led to 36 years of war that left 
200,000 dead, mostly indigent Maya farmers. The U.S. pulled 
out in 1978. 

Guatemalan authorities say they signed a treaty allowing 
the U.S. military to conduct the operations on July 16. Less 
than a month later an Air Force C-5 transport plane flew into 

Guatemala City from North Carolina loaded with the Marines 
and four UH-1 “Huey” helicopters. 

After two weeks of setting up camp, establishing 
computer connections and training at the Guatemalan air base 
at Retalhuleu, the Marines ran through rehearsal exercises, 
Barnes said. Last week, their commander “gave us the thumbs 
up” to begin active operations, he said. 

This week the Marines have been patrolling waterways 
and the coastline, looking for fast power boats and self-
propelled “narco-submarines” used to smuggle drugs along 
Central America’s Pacific Coast. U.S. officials say the “drug 
subs” can carry up to 11 tons of illegal cargo up to 5,000 
miles. 

Col. Erick Escobedo, spokesman for Guatemalan Military 
Forces and Defense Ministry, said that so far the Marines have 
brought about the seizure of one small-engine aircraft and a 
car, but made no arrests. He said he expected the Marines to in 
Guatemala for about two months. 

If the Marines find suspected boats, Barnes said, they will 
contact their Guatemalan counterparts in a special operations 
unit from the Guatemalan navy that will move in for the bust. 
Barnes said the Marines will not go along on arrest missions, 
but they do have the right to defend themselves if fired on. 

Eighty percent of cocaine smoked, snorted and swallowed 
in the U.S. passes through Central America, according to the 
Drug Enforcement Administration. Eight out of every 10 tons 
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of that cocaine are loaded on vessels known as “go fasts,” 
which are open hulled boats 20 to 50 feet long with as many as 
four engines, according to the Defense Department. 

In a recent congressional briefing in Washington, Rear 
Adm. Charles Michel said the boats, carrying anywhere from 
300 kilograms to 3.5 metric tons of cocaine, typically leave 
Colombia and follow the western Caribbean coastline of 
Central America to make landfall, principally in Honduras. In 
the Pacific, the same type of vessels will leave Colombia or 
Ecuador and travel to Guatemala, Panama, Costa Rica or 
Mexico, Michel said. 

“We fight a highly mobile, disciplined and well-funded 
adversary that threatens democratic governments, terrorizes 
populations, impedes economic development and creates 
regional instability,” he said, noting that authorities are able to 
stop only one out of every four suspected traffickers they spot. 

Drug Enforcement Administration special agent Jeffrey 
Todd Scott said that although the agency has supported 
Operation Martillo, it has no agents working in Guatemala 
beyond its normal in-country presence. 

This month’s Guatemala operation by the Marines comes 
soon after raids under an aggressive enforcement strategy that 
has sharply increased the interception of illegal drug flights in 
Honduras resulted in the death of one person in June and four 
in May. 

U.S. officials said a DEA agent fatally shot a suspected 
drug trafficker in late June as he reached for his gun in a 
holster during a raid in a remote northern part of Honduras. 
That operation resulted in the seizure of 792 pounds of 
cocaine, the officials said. 

A raid on May 11 killed four people, whom locals 
claimed were innocent civilians traveling a river in Honduras 

at night. Honduran police said the victims were in a boat that 
fired on authorities. The DEA said none of its agents fired 
their guns in that incident. 

Both Honduras and Guatemala are struggling with 
widespread corruption that weakens their rule of law, 
according to recent State Department reports. 

“We’re concerned about the impact on Guatemalan 
civilians, many indigent, who are stuck in the middle of this 
conflict between drug traffickers and a Guatemalan military 
known to associate with criminals,” said Kelsey Alford-Jones, 
director of the Guatemala Human Rights Commission/USA in 
Washington. 

Guatemala has widespread institutional corruption, 
“including unlawful killings, drug trafficking, and extortion; 
and widespread societal violence, including violence against 
women and numerous killings, many related to drug 
trafficking,” according to a recent State Department report. 

The Marine operation is the largest in Guatemala since 
U.S. military aid was first eliminated in 1978, halfway through 
the civil war. Over the years, the U.S. Congress has approved 
limited funding for training Guatemala’s military response 
team for natural disasters. 

U.S. law says Guatemala can regain aid once Secretary of 
State Hillary Clinton certifies Guatemala’s military is 
“respecting internationally recognized human rights” and 
cooperating with judicial investigations of former military 
personnel and with the U.N.-backed International Commission 
Against Impunity in Guatemala. 

Associated Press writer Romina Ruiz-Goiriena reported 
this story in Guatemala City and Martha Mendoza reported 
from Santa Cruz, Calif. 
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NORAD: 
18. U.S., Canada, Russia Militaries Hold Exercise 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 29 AUG 12) ... Dan Elliott 

PETERSON AIR FORCE BASE, Colo. — Four Russian 
military officers calmly munched sandwiches and sipped soda 
and coffee Wednesday inside a U.S.-based military post 
established to defend against their country. 

Their presence at the headquarters of NORAD, a U.S.-
Canadian military command created 55 years ago, would have 
sparked national security concerns during the Cold War era. 

But today, they and other Russian, Canadian and U.S. 
officers along with civilians on two continents are 
participating in a joint training exercise between the North 
American Aerospace Defense Command and the Russian 
Federation to test their ability to cooperatively defuse an 
international hijacking. 

“Right now we have a common enemy, and that’s 
terrorism,” said Russian Air Force Maj. Gen. Sergey Dronov 
through an interpreter. 

The third annual exercise was evidence of the continuing 
thaw — at least at the military level — in the once-tense 
relationship between Moscow and Washington, and U.S. allies 
in the West such as Canada. 

The three-day drill, which ended Wednesday, was the 
third such joint exercise between NORAD and the Russian 
Federation. 

The first two involved having a small airplane cross the 
Pacific in the role of a hijacked civilian airliner, escorted by 
NORAD and Russian fighter jets in succession. 

This year’s exercise was entirely a simulation. Teams at 
NORAD’s headquarters at Peterson Air Force Base, Colo., 
and at Joint Base Elmendorf-Richardson, Alaska, and at two 
sites in Russia communicated by phone and Internet video. 

On Wednesday, the scenario had a hijacked airliner 
leaving Alaska westbound across the Pacific and being 
intercepted by Russian fighter pilots, who persuaded the 
hijackers to return to Alaska. 

Five Russian officers, three interpreters and a dozen or so 
U.S. and Canadian officers and interpreters sat around a 
conference table monitoring computer screens inside NORAD 
headquarters. 

Around them rose a steady hum of Russian, English, and 
French-accented English from some of the Canadian officers. 
At the head of the table, Russian Air Force Maj. Gen. Sergey 
Dronov conferred and sometimes shared a smile with Joe 
Bonnet, a civilian who heads training at NORAD and its sister 
agency, the U.S. Northern Command. 

“What we are doing here is developing procedures 
between NORAD and the Russian Federation that just weren’t 
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established before,” said Capt. Martin Jutras of the Canadian 
Air Force, one of the exercise participants. 

Dronov and U.S. Air Force Brig. Gen. Richard Scobee of 
NORAD said the two sides had no problems integrating. 

“As far as cultural barriers, those other issues, there’s 
none,” Dronov said. 

Scobee said the two sides’ tactics and procedures were 
similar. 
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AFRICA: 
19. U.S., Nigerian Navy Partner To Boost Maritime Security 
(LAGOS THISDAY (NIGERIA) 29 AUG 12) ... Chiemelie Ezeobi 

To boost maritime security in the Gulf of Guinea as well 
as build capacity for personnel, the Nigerian Navy has 
partnered its United States' counterpart under the African 
Partnership Station (APS) initiative. 

It is no gainsaying that piracy has become a serious 
menace that has beguiled the country's waterways as 
corroborated by the International Maritime Bureau's (IMB) 
global report, which lamented the alarming increase of these 
scourge. Not surprising, the menace has adversely affected the 
economic gains of many countries. 

Therefore, to checkmate this burgeoning influx of piracy 
and sea robbery especially in the Gulf of Guinea, the African 
Partnership Station (APS) kicked off operations in November 
2007. Having adopted attack as the best form of defence, the 
APS has been giving the pirates a run for their money. 

The APS is an international initiative developed by 
United States Naval Forces Europe-Africa, which works 
cooperatively with U.S. and international partners to improve 
maritime safety and security in Africa as part of U.S. Africa 
Command's Security Cooperation program. 

A strategic programme designed to build skills, expertise 
and professionalism of African militaries, coast guards and 
mariners, the APS according to design consist of joint 
exercises, port visits, hands-on practical courses, professional 
training and community outreach with the coastal nations of 
Africa. 

Although the overall focus is to build the maritime 
capacity of African nations and increase the level of 
cooperation between them which would bear on improvement 
of security and safety, it also aims to improve the ability of the 
nations involved to extend the rule of law within their 
territorial waters and Exclusive Economic Zones (EEZ). Also, 
it aims to better combat illegal fishing, human smuggling, 
drug trafficking, oil theft and piracy. 

Unarguably, capacity building has often been touted as 
the brain behind performance of personnel. Accordingly, to 
meet up with contemporary challenges, the Nigerian Navy 
(NN), has always sought ways to train and re-train its officers 
and men. 

Their quest to build on past achievements probably stems 
from its vision to "emplace a Navy that is adequately 
motivated and capable of effectively combating the security 
challenges in Nigeria's maritime domain and in the West 
African Sub-region to enhance the well-being of the Nigerian 
people." 

One of such avenues was the APS which the NN has been 
a staunch partner. Accordingly, as part of collaborative efforts 
to boost maritime security especially in the Gulf of Guinea, 
the United States Navy war Ship, HSV2 SWIFT, with its 
ship's company recently, paid a port of call visit to the 
Nigerian Navy in Lagos. 

Although the initiative also strengthened bi-lateral 
relationship between both countries, it also served as an 
avenue for capacity building for the officers and men of the 
NN. It would be recalled that earlier in the year, the American 
Coast Guard; USS Simpson (FFG56) and French Navy; 
Siroco, berthed in Nigeria for a three-day training of the 
officers of the NN on strategies to secure the nation's 
numerous waterways. Led by the Commander Task Force 63 
U.S. Navy, Commodore Richard Soucie, the U.S. Navy Ship 
was berthed in Nigeria to fulfill the APS initiative, a joint 
African maritime security body. 

While briefing journalists at the headquarters of the 
Western Naval Command (WNC), Apapa, Lagos, the Flag 
Officer Commanding (FOC), Rear Admiral Ameen Ikioda, 
lauded the collaboration. 

He said: "We are happy with the collaboration as we are 
all working together especially at the Gulf of Guinea to make 
sure that our seas are safe and secure. We also appreciate the 
American government for their continuous collaborations with 
the NN of which this port call by USS SWITF 2 is one. "The 
association between NN and the American Navy has been 
very beneficial to us. However, we need to have total coverage 
of our maritime domain so that we have total control of the 
areas and make it impregnable to sea robbers and other 
maritime criminals." 

Soucie said the lessons learnt from Somalia and other hot 
beds in Africa on piracy and sea robbery has necessitated the 
assistance of the American government. 

While lauding the efforts of the Nigerian Navy at 
combating sea miscreants, he maintained that the coming of 
the American warship was a fall-out of the need to protect the 
maritime domain. 

He said: "We are here to train Nigerian Navy on port 
security measures, counter piracy and capacity building. It is a 
fact that about 90 per cent of economic activities are carried 
out through the sea. So, it iscthe West African coast if free of 
pirates and other sea criminals. 

"He said: "The U.S. HSV 2 SWIFT is here as the 
cornerstone of USA Naval APS nation in which we are 
visiting countries in African continent to conduct various 
security cooperation engagements. 

"As you are all aware, 90 to 95 per cent of the world 
commerce travels via the sea, so we are working together to 
keep the sea lane open and safer. This is not just Nigeria or the 
United States, but we see it as very vital to keep the trade raft 
open across the globe." 

He noted that the training was not for the NN alone but 
for the navies of the African continent, particularly the West 
African region, pointing out that the lessons learnt from 
Somalia and other hot beds in Africa on piracy and sea 
robberies necessitated the assistance of the American 



 18

government to train the region's navies with a view to warding 
off such economic saboteurs. 

However, beside the military aspect of their visit, the 
team came loaded with materials for the less privileged. Also, 
health and optometry services were rendered to by the NN and 
U.S. medical team at both the Oba of Lagos Palace and at 
Tamoro Island. 

Corroborating, the Command Operation Officer (COO) of 
the WNC, Commodore Henry Babalola, said visits of this 
nature afford navies of the world to strengthen their foreign 
relations and to achieve foreign policy objectives. He said: 
"We are delighted to have a foreign naval ship visiting from 
no less than a nation than the USA considering their very 
towering image in the comity of nations. 

"The NN is a developing navy so we hope to maximize 
every aspect of this training. The visit of HSV 2 SWIFT to 
Nigeria as part of the littoral states will further increase the 
awareness of the importance of the sea to littoral nations. 

Continuing he said, "Our unified goal is to have a safe 
maritime environment because it is very sad when our seas are 
compared to that of Somalia. Other African countries regard 
our navy as the best in the region so it's our responsibility to 
live up to that image. 

"Part of the training looked at port security assessment 
methodology. Due to the present security challenges, 
especially in the northern part of the country, as the leader of 
the delegation said, about 90 to 95 per cent of commerce 
travels through the sea, we should know that definitely small 
arms trafficking are coming in through the sea." 

"We hope that at the end of this visit, we would be better 
positioned to man our ports especially in the area of access 
control, drug trafficking, small arms trafficking and others." 

Babalola also disclosed that Hydrograghy was part of the 
training, adding that it is very vital to the NN. "The training 
further sharpened our skills especially for the basic infantry 
leadership training, which we are very much interested in. 

"Of late, the NN is living her primary role in the sea to 
engage in other internal security operations. Right now, we 
have our men carrying out various operations in Jos, 
Maiduguri, Nigeria/Niger border; these are very alien infantry 
role. 

We hope this visit and training would shed more light as 
we prepare naval contingent for this operations adequately to 
surmount this alien roles. For the command and control and 
maritime domain course, we also hope that they will improve 
our skills," he added. 
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AVIATION: 
20. Osprey Flights In The Works For Local Leaders: Defense Chief 
(KYODO NEWS 30 AUG 12) 

YAMAGUCHI, Japan -- Defense Minister Satoshi 
Morimoto disclosed on Thursday plans to offer flights on U.S. 
Marine Corps MV-22 Osprey aircraft for local municipal 
leaders in a bid to have them feel safe about the crash-afflicted 
aircraft. 

Morimoto unveiled the plan during a meeting with 
Yamaguchi Gov. Shigetaro Yamamoto as he briefed the 
prefectural leader on the Japanese assessment of an Osprey 
crash in Morocco that found no fault with the aircraft itself. 

The proposed flights at the Marines' Iwakuni Air Station 
in Iwakuni, Yamaguchi Prefecture, -- which Morimoto said 
will be offered to politicians, aviation experts and members of 
the press -- are set to take place once both Japan and the 
United States confirm the Osprey's safety. 

Twelve Ospreys remain on the ground at the Iwakuni 
base, amid safety concerns ahead of the tilt-rotor aircraft's 
deployment at an airbase in a heavily populated area of 
Okinawa Prefecture. 

In the meeting, Morimoto called for the prefecture's 
understanding on the Ospreys' temporary presence there, 
noting that it is necessary to deploy the aircraft in Okinawa "in 
a stable manner." "I understood his briefing, but we haven't 
immediately gotten to the point where the people of this 

prefecture can feel secure" about the MV-22s, Yamamoto told 
reporters after meeting with Morimoto. 

The defense minister plans to brief Iwakuni Mayor 
Yoshihiko Fukuda on the Japanese assessment later in the day. 

The Marines plan to begin test flights of the transport 
aircraft at the Iwakuni base as soon as the Japanese 
government completes its own assessment of the aircraft's 
safety, while full operations at the Marines' Futenma Air 
Station in Ginowan, Okinawa, are planned to begin from early 
October. 

But local opposition to the planned Osprey deployment at 
Futenma remains strong. At a meeting with Morimoto in Naha 
on Wednesday, Gov. Hirokazu Nakaima asked the central 
government to provide some form of "guarantee" that the 
aircraft is safe to fly. 

The Defense Ministry's report released earlier this week 
concluded that the Osprey that crashed in Morocco in April 
had no mechanical problems and that the crash occurred 
largely as the result of human error. 

The findings confirmed a U.S. probe into the accident, 
which killed two crew members and seriously injured two 
others. 
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CONGRESS / BUDGET: 
21. Contract Law Gives U.S. Government Options For Automatic Cuts: Report 
(REUTERS 29 AUG 12) ... Andrea Shalal-Esa 

WASHINGTON -- A little-known aspect of U.S. contract 
law may provide a road map for how the Obama 
administration can implement billions of dollars of automatic 
budget cuts due to take effect in January without having to pay 
massive change fees to its contractors. 

U.S. courts have found that the government has certain 
contractual rights because of its sovereign standing, including 
the right to unilaterally change the terms of its contracts, delay 
or stop work on contracts or terminate them outright, a 
congressional report found. 

Companies would be entitled to some compensation for 
contract changes in some cases, according to a report by the 
nonpartisan Congressional Research Service that was issued in 
April but has not been made public until now. 

In other cases, "the government could potentially avoid 
liability for actions that delayed or increased the costs of the 
contractor's performance because it acted in its sovereign 
capacity," said the report, which was completed in April but 
has not been widely publicized or circulated. 

The report could be bad news for U.S. weapons 
manufacturers and others, who have warned that the U.S. 
government could face billions of dollars in change fees if it is 
forced to renegotiate thousands of contracts as a result of $1.2 
trillion in automatic budget cuts that are due to take effect on 
January 2 under a process known as sequestration. 

Top defense industry executives have met repeatedly with 
Defense Secretary Leon Panetta and White House officials to 
get details on how the Obama administration plans to 
implement the additional budget cuts, which became 
mandatory after lawmakers failed last year to agree on other 
deficit-cutting plans. 

They say the uncertainty is depressing their ability to 
invest, hire new workers or look at possible new acquisitions. 

Government officials usually prefer bilateral contract 
modifications, but federal contract law also gives the 
government the flexibility to reduce order quantities in the 
event of funding gaps or budget cuts, according to the report. 

"The government has broad contractual and inherent 
rights that give it some flexibility in responding to funding 
gaps, funding shortfalls, and budget cuts," the report said. 

It said the government could avoid change fees in certain 
contracts, including certain indefinite-quantity deals that set a 
minimum quantity of goods or services to be bought from the 
contractor, but do not spell out the total buy in advance. 

The report said other contracts give the government the 
express or implied right to change the quantity of goods or 
services to be purchased, to delay or accelerate performance of 
a contract, or to scrap the contract outright -- all without 
incurring liability for breaching the contract. 

It said a 25 percent cut in one service contract was 
deemed to be within the general scope of the contract, but cuts 
of 50 percent and 73 percent to other procurement programs 
were later found to be beyond the scope of the changes clause. 

"While there is no "bright-line test" for determining when 
a change is within the scope of the contract, the greater the 
magnitude of the change, in comparison to the total work 
called for, the more likely it is that the change will be found to 
be beyond the scope of the contract," the report found. 

If the reductions were found to be within the scope of the 
contract, any downward adjustments could make the 
government eligible for downward price adjustments, 

One congressional source familiar with the report said the 
defense spending reductions being discussed now were 
estimated to be around 10 percent each year, well below the 
25 percent cut level that had already been deemed allowable. 

The sophistication of the products involved was also a 
factor, the report noted in a footnote, citing a court case 
brought by General Dynamics Corp against the government in 
which the court found that changes that increased the price by 
165 percent and extended the contract by three years were to 
be "expected in a contract for nuclear submarines." 

The report did note that government contracts were 
subject to interpretation by various courts and boards of 
contract appeals, which have had differing opinions on 
recovery of costs. 

It said individual contracts could also contain specific 
terms that were contrary to the general rules of contract law, 
and which would generally prevail over more standard terms. 
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SEXUAL ASSAULT: 
22. Why Pentagon's Progress Against Sexual Assault Is So Slow 
The military legal system is seen as often punishing victims of sexual assault instead of perpetrators. 
Pentagon efforts to make headway depend largely on improving prosecutions. 
(CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR 29 AUG 12) ... Anna Mulrine 

WASHINGTON -- For Myla Haider, working as a 
criminal investigator prosecuting rape cases for the U.S. Army 
was difficult and often disheartening. 

On one occasion, her unit's commander – skeptical of a 
reported rape victim's story – told her to advise the victim of 
the penalties for making a false statement and interrogate her 
"until I got the truth out of her." 

On another occasion, a defendant who had failed a lie 
detector test was acquitted due to botched investigation, Ms. 
Haider says. The military judge ordered his belongings 
returned to him, including a bottle of liquor from the night of 
the alleged attack. 

"The judge said, 'You can give this bottle back to the 
suspect so he can celebrate.' " 
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It points to a military legal system that, despite years of 
scrutiny and efforts to improve, remains skeptical of victims 
of sexual assault and reluctant to bring offenders to justice, 
critics say. 

The most effective way to decrease rates of rape would be 
to increase rates of prosecution for perpetrators, said troops in 
a 2011 Air Force survey, the Pentagon's most comprehensive 
sexual-assault survey to date. 

But data show that while 40 percent of civilian sexual-
assault allegations are prosecuted, "this number is a 
staggeringly low 8 percent in the military," according to a 
statement from Reps. Niki Tsongas (D) of Massachusetts and 
Michael Turner (R) of Ohio. 

There are signs of progress, with the number of 
prosecutions inching upward and an increasing awareness of 
the military's tendency to antagonize accusers while failing to 
scrutinize the serial offenders. But many involved say there is 
a long way to go. 

A Pentagon study released in April shows the nature of 
the challenge facing the military. It found that nearly 3,200 
people reported being sexually assaulted in 2011. Of these 
cases, some 2,400 could be prosecuted because they were 
"unrestricted" – meaning the victims came forward and agreed 
to proceed with a court case. These cases resulted in 191 
convictions. Punishments for the convicts included jail time 
(78 percent), a reduction in rank (82 percent), fines (68 
percent), and discharges or dismissal (64 percent). 

It is a history of prosecution that has not improved 
considerably since the issue of sexual assault came to public 
consciousness during the infamous Tailhook scandal in 1991, 
critics charge. At a Las Vegas convention of the Tailhook 
Association, which supports naval aviation, hundreds of 
Sailors, many of whom had been drinking alcohol, lined hotel 
hallways and groped and assaulted women in what became 
known as the "gauntlet." 

In all, 87 women came forward saying that they had been 
assaulted. 

Ultimately, efforts to prosecute offenders in the Tailhook 
scandal were deemed a half-hearted failure by the Pentagon's 
inspector general at the time. According to an internal report, 
Rear Adm. Duvall Williams Jr. – who spearheaded the 
investigation – told the assistant secretary of the Navy that "a 
lot of the female Navy pilots are go-go dancers, topless 
dancers, or hookers." 

He also observed that a female officer who had come 
forward with a complaint had used profanity in describing her 
assault. "Any women who would use the F-word on a regular 
basis would welcome this type of activity," he reportedly said. 

Today, failure to prosecute some prominent sexual-assault 
cases is a key reason many victims never come forward to 
report the crime. 

The Pentagon's annual report on sexual assault estimated 
that only 14 percent of the 19,000 service members estimated 
to have experienced assault during the course of one year 
actually came forward. 

According to one survey, one quarter said they did not 
report the crime because they "did not trust the reporting 
process." 

Defense Secretary Leon Panetta has acknowledged the 
systemic problems. "The most important thing we can do is 

prosecute the offenders," he said. "If we can do that, then we 
can begin to deal with this issue." 

Respondents to the 2011 Air Force survey agreed. "Air 
Force personnel are trained ad nauseam on sexual assault, 
prevention, and response," read one response. "The 
perpetrators of sexual assault, however, will continue their 
behavior unless they fear significant consequences." 

Noted another, "Harsh consequences for offenders is the 
best way to act as a preventative measure." 

Part of that includes increasing the penalties for sexual 
assault, which are beginning to inch up. The number of courts-
martial for sexual assault cases has also increased, from 410 in 
2009 to 489 in 2011. 

A Witch Hunt? 
Yet some within the military fear the pressure to increase 

prosecutions of sexual assault could result in a witch hunt 
mentality. 

"What is the 'right' prosecution rate? 20 percent? 40 
percent?" says James Russell III, associate director of the Air 
Force's Military Justice Division. 

Chief of Naval Operations Adm. Jonathan Greenert also 
worried about pressure from Congress that would "take the 
reconciliation – litigation if you will – necessary for sexual 
assault out of our hands." 

But he acknowledged that the low prosecution rates were 
the result of "some 'not the best' investigations.' " 

To that end, in April Mr. Panetta announced a new special 
victims unit that will help better train military lawyers. 

"We hope that it will help the process of prosecuting be 
stronger," says a congressional staffer. "These are places 
where the Pentagon prosecution hasn't been willing to go in 
the past." 

Particularly problematic in both investigations and 
prosecutions has been the military's tendency to emphasize the 
behavior of the victim, rather than the behavior of the 
perpetrator, notes Russell Strand, chief of the family advocacy 
law enforcement training division at the U.S. military police 
school at Fort Leonard Wood, Mo. "We don't look at a 
burglary victim or robbery and say, 'Well, they gave away 
money before,' or 'They went to the ATM machine all dressed 
up.' " 

Former investigator Haider found the same. "There were 
always people asking what [the victim] was doing there, 
whether she had a boyfriend or not" – scrutiny, she says, not 
given to the alleged perpetrators. 

As prosecutors have begun to take the emphasis off the 
victims, they have found that many of the sexual assaults in 
the U.S. military are perpetrated by experienced predators who 
may engage in as many as 300 sexual assaults during their 
lifetime, Mr. Strand says. 

The U.S. military is an ideal place for sexual predators to 
prey on victims, with a strict hierarchy that makes it what 
some have described as a "target rich" environment. 

"Most sex offenders aren't the obnoxious people slapping 
people's behinds and making sexist comments," Strand adds. 
Instead, they often systematically "groom" their victims, 
gaining their confidence. They encourage them to take part in 
activities that might get them in trouble as well if commanders 
learned of them – such as underage drinking. 
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Well-meaning victim advocates would often advise the 
victim against reporting the crime to avoid being prosecuted 
for such offenses. 

Often, it was a valid concern, says Haider. Though many 
investigators ignored alcohol violations in order to encourage 
the victims to discuss the crime or witnesses to come forward, 
others do not. "If the victim had any level of regulatory 
violation at the time the rape occurred, that's what they're 
focusing on," Haider says. 

The perpetrators are aware of this. 
"We know that a lot of the people who perpetrate sexual 

assaults have done it before," says retired Lt. Col. Nate 
Galbreath, former deputy director of the Pentagon's Sexual 
Assault Prevention and Response Office and now an adviser to 
the organization. "These people are very practiced at what 
they do, and they do it well." 

These are behaviors that U.S. military prosecutors are 
learning to focus on during trials. "Basically what we're doing 
is examining the crime, as opposed to the victims," Strand 
says. 

Understanding Victims 
Key to this is a new understanding of how victims of 

sexual assault often respond. In the past, when investigators 
would uncover inconsistencies in the victims' testimonies, they 
would immediately discredit them. "We thought 
inconsistencies equals a lie, which is really not true," Strand 
says. 

"We'd ask questions of the victims like, 'What kind of 
socks was the perpetrator wearing? What time was it? Which 
hand did he use to touch you?' " These were questions, Strand 
adds, that in their traumatized state, victims were not always 
prepared to answer. 

"Now, if I have a report without some inconsistent 
statements I tend to get a little concerned," he says. 

At the same time, the U.S. military is changing its mind-
set. In the past, officers might have asked if a victim had failed 
to use the "buddy system" when walking back at night. 

"The issue should not be 'Were you with your buddy?' ... 
The only person responsible for the assault is the perpetrator." 

A wide-ranging sexual-assault scandal at Lackland Air 
Force Base in Texas, uncovered earlier this year, points to the 
problem of sexual predators within the force and the 
challenges of prosecuting them. 

Pentagon investigators say that more than three dozen 
female trainees may have been victimized. To date, six 

instructors at the basic-training course for the Air Force have 
been charged with offenses ranging from rape to adultery. 

In the prosecutions, though, the Air Force has had some 
notable setbacks. Staff Sgt. Peter Vega-Maldonado struck a 
plea deal in June after he admitted to having sex with a female 
trainee. He received 90 days' confinement after agreeing to 
testify against his fellow trainers, for which he received 
immunity. 

It was only then that he admitted to having sex with a 
total of 10 trainees, a source of grave embarrassment for Air 
Force officials. 

In July, Staff Sgt. Luis Walker was sentenced to 20 years 
in prison after being convicted of raping a female recruit and 
sexually assaulting several others. 

In investigating the topic of military sexual assault for his 
documentary, "The Invisible War," director Kirby Dick found 
repeated cases of victims afraid to report the crime for fear of 
what might happen to them – the potential destruction of their 
careers, the damage to their families. 

When they did, he found that "it wasn't only the assault 
which was so devastating – it was the second-stage betrayal 
when the military didn't investigate the crime properly and 
was much more aggressive towards the victim than it was 
towards the perpetrator." 

Throughout his work, Mr. Dick says, he heard a "standard 
refrain" from defense officials. "It was, 'The civilian world 
certainly has a problem with sexual assault, and the military is 
only a reflection of society – so don't blame us, blame society.' 
" 

But the military is also in a unique position to address the 
crime. "It has more control over its population than the 
civilian world – it can educate and teach values of respect for 
women." 

He points to the military's integration of African-
Americans, and the role that played in decreasing racism in the 
country. 

"I think the military deserves a fair amount of credit for 
that," Dick says. "I think the military could do the same thing 
with sexual assault. Right now it's a very severe problem in 
the military, but it has the opportunity to address this problem 
that will not only benefit the military and make it a stronger 
fighting force, but over time it can increase respect for women 
throughout society." 
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PERSONNEL: 
23. Navy Sets September As Suicide Prevention Awareness Month 
(STARS AND STRIPES 29 AUG 12) 

SASEBO NAVAL BASE, Japan — The Navy has 
dubbed September as National Suicide Prevention Awareness 
Month and will use the time to focus on ongoing prevention 
efforts. 

A new concept will be explored each week, including 
“building resilience, navigating stress, encouraging bystander 
intervention to A-C-T (Ask, Care, Treat) and reducing barriers 
for seeking support through counseling,” a Navy statement 
said Tuesday. 

“Our people are our greatest asset,” Capt. Kurt Scott, 
Behavioral Health Programs director, Bureau of Naval 
Personnel, said in the statement. “We’re promoting a lifestyle 
of total fitness - physically, mentally, socially and spiritually 
— to ensure our Sailors are best able to meet the challenges 
they will face in today’s Navy. 

“These efforts reinforce the secretary of the Navy’s 21st 
Century Sailor and Marine initiative, as well as support the 
chief of naval operation’s directions. Most importantly, 
focusing on total fitness puts us on a path to prevent suicides.” 
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The Navy will announce the winner of the Suicide 
Prevention Public Service Announcement video contest Sept. 
28, the statement said. The winning video will air on Direct-

to-Sailor television, the American Forces Network and 
Pentagon Channel. 

Online tools can be found at www.suicide.navy.mil and 
www.navynavstress.com. 
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24. Future Chiefs Get Their Chance To Shine 
(KITSAP SUN (WA) 29 AUG 12) ... Josh Farley 

BREMERTON — The USS Turner Joy has been 
decommissioned for three decades, but visitors this week to 
the storied vessel on the Bremerton waterfront wouldn't know 
it. 

Crews are manning the watch. The mess hall is filled with 
Sailors. Pillows and sleeping bags fill the bunks below deck. 

It's all part of a tradition known as Heritage Training, in 
which a hand-picked group of future Navy leaders work as a 
team on community projects, including refurbishments aboard 
the ship. 

"It's a real honor," said Brett Eversmann, a deep sea diver 
from eastern Oregon who is stationed at Bangor, as he 
polished the brass wheel of a hatch on the Turner Joy's deck. 
"Just to remember where we've come from, those who've died 
to make the Navy and our country what it is today." 

The 32 Sailors chosen are among about 300 that have 
been selected for promotion to the rank of chief in the Navy. 
The idea is to bring them together from all sections of the 
Navy — air, surface and submarine — with high-ranking 
chiefs to instill leadership skills through projects. 

"We say in the Navy, 'We need to train the reliefs,'" said 
Brian Schell, command master chief for Navy Region 
Northwest. 

This year is the first that new chiefs worked aboard the 
Turner Joy. In the past, many have traveled to Boston to serve 
similarly aboard the USS Constitution. But the boat is only so 
big, Schell said, and so new chiefs have gone to work aboard 
more local ships like the Turner Joy, the USS Midway in San 
Diego and the USS Missouri in Honolulu. 

Since the Turner Joy's decommissioning, "It's the first 
time this many Navy personnel have lived on this ship for this 
long," Bremerton Historic Ship Association Director Steve 
Boerner said. 

The 32 are doing community service projects, team-
building exercises and lots of personal training. This week, 
they cleared graves at Ivy Green Cemetery in West Bremerton 
and volunteered at Retsil Veterans Home in Port Orchard. 

The Turner Joy, as well, is getting quite the makeover. 
Refurbishment projects all over the ship are being performed 
and most visible Wednesday was a shine from bow to stern 
thanks to some heavy-duty cleaning and polishing. 

"We have the manpower, between the 32 of us, to make 
that happen," said Ahron Arendes, a submariner and Navy 
mass communication specialist from St. Louis. 

"It's a great chance to reconnect with Naval heritage and 
history," added R.J. Hakes, an explosive ordnance disposal 
technician from Aurora, Colo. who is stationed on Whidbey 
Island. "And a chance to fix this ship up, bring it back to life." 

Aspiring chiefs tested for the promotion in January. Once 
the results were out, a Navy board judged them and also used 
other personnel records to determine if he or she was ready for 
the rank of chief. 

In July, about 300 people from Navy installations from 
Whidbey Island to Bremerton learned they were in line for the 
promotion. 

But only 32 of those are hand selected to go through the 
Heritage Training. 

The new chiefs will be formally "pinned" Sept. 14 at a 
ceremony at the Kitsap Sun Pavilion. 
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UNIFORMS: 
25. Flight Deck Gear Gets An Upgrade 
Navy to test flame-resistant clothing, better ear protection 
(NAVY TIMES 03 SEP 12) ... Joshua Stewart 

The Navy is months away from testing new gear that 
could end up on every flight deck across the fleet. Sailors who 
go topside for air operations will have new jerseys and 
trousers that provide better fire protection and are more 
comfortable in hot weather than those in use today. 

Also, upgraded “Mickey Mouse” ear protection will 
arrive on flight decks, as will earbud-style headphones with 
built-in earplugs, as part of the first overhaul for flight deck 
gear since at least the start of Operation Iraqi Freedom. 

The new garments will use a new flame-resistant textile 
designed to give sailors three seconds of protection to dash 
through a fire to safety. Also, the new jerseys use synthetic 
blends that borrow capabilities from high-end sportswear to 
help keep sailors cool in hot climates. 

“It provides more durability, more comfort and it provides 
flame resistancy,” said Naval Air Force Atlantic Force Master 
Chief (AW/SW) Garry McClure. “It’s a no-brainer. We’re 
years from just having cotton jerseys.” 

Every jersey will be a mock turtleneck, replacing the full 
turtlenecks widely in use. The switch was made to standardize 
the gear without sacrificing protection and to improve 
comfort, said Capt. Roger Ligon, program officer for aircrew 
systems at Naval Air Systems Command. 

The shirts last at least 100 wash cycles, Ligon said, and 
will hold color better than the all-cotton shirts, he said. 

McClure said he’s worked out in the new jersey and liked 
it. 
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“I went jogging in it, it was comfortable, quickly dried. It 
was a lot better than the jerseys I wore on the flight deck,” he 
said. 

The trousers, which come in dark blue for enlisted and 
khaki for officers, will also be flame resistant. The new pants 
have one cargo pocket instead of two and stay closed with 
hook-and-loop fasteners instead of buttons. 

Starting in October, the Navy will begin a six month at-
sea evaluation of flight deck shirts and pants. 

The Navy hasn’t determined which ship will test the 
garments, but McClure said he wants it to be tested on a 
carrier that’s “active” in the climates where the Navy 
primarily operates. 

While he didn’t mention a boat by name, two Bremerton, 
Wash.-based carriers, Nimitz and John C. Stennis, are 
preparing to deploy in the coming months to the Pacific and 
Persian Gulf. 

Five different fire-resistant textiles have been approved 
for the test; each shirt will be made entirely of one of the 
approved materials. Garments will be labeled with a different 
letter so sailors participating in the test can give feedback for 
each version. The Navy will make the final garments from the 
textiles sailors like best, Ligon said. 

“The materials have been qualified; it’s really about sailor 
preference,” he said. 

The Navy expects the jerseys to cost, on average, $35.25 
apiece, and the trousers to cost $55.35 per pair. For the test, 
12,000 shirts and 8,000 pairs of pants will be evaluated. The 
flight deck ensemble is organizational wear, so sailors will not 
have to purchase the garments. 

Besides new clothing, the Navy is upgrading its hearing 
protection to combat the loud engine of a future fighter. 

The F-35 Lightning II is louder than anything else in the 
fleet, clocking in at 152 decibels in afterburner mode from 50 
feet away. In comparison, the F/A-18E/F Super Hornet creates 
150 decibels in the same conditions. 

This means that when the F-35 arrives on carriers, it will 
bring a greater risk for hearing loss, McClure said. 

“I’m sure that the sailors who are wearing [the protection] 
right now will enjoy the fact that they can hear better when 
they leave the Navy,” he said. 

The new headphones fit like the old ones — with or 
without a cranial — but they’re a little beefier, and they’re a 
dark gray instead of beige. Their manufacturer, Aegisound, 
said they’re rated to provide 30 decibels of protection, 9 
decibels more than the older headset. 

Like the legacy Mickey Mouse headsets, the new ones 
will be worn over old-school earplugs, better known as 
“foamies,” Ligon said. 

Aegisound has provided the Navy with 14,000 headsets 
over the last 14 months. Under the $25 million contract, 

approximately 14,000 additional sets are anticipated every 
year for the next four years. They’ll first head to Nimitz and 
Carrier Air Wing 9 this fall. 

This is in addition to upgrades to the headset’s ear cups 
that began last year, Ligon said. 

Some new Mickey Mouse headsets have already appeared 
in the carrier fleet, McClure said, and they’ll soon head to 
other ships. 

Also, the roughly 30 percent of sailors who need audio 
communication on the flight deck will get earpieces that 
aircrews have used. “They use earbuds, like when listening to 
your iPod. All we’re doing then is shrinking them down as 
much possible and then surrounding them with an earplug,” 
said Dan Ratcliff, deputy program manager for personal 
protective equipment at NAVAIR. 

The plugs allow sailors to pump in the communications 
that they need through earbuds, while the earplug component 
keeps loud noises out. The devices, which are built by 
Communications and Ear Protection Inc., are expected to 
provide better protection and sound quality than previous 
systems, which used speakers built into Mickey Mouse 
headsets, he said. 

Other sailors will use speakers and a microphone built 
into an Argonaut headset, also from Aegisound. 

Additionally, the Navy is working on another type of 
sound-reducing, Mickey Mouse-style headset that will provide 
39 total decibels of protection for sailors in very close contact 
with aircraft during launches, such as shooters and final 
checkers. They’re expected to be ready by 2015, Ligon said. 

False Starts 
The Navy looked at two distinct cranials to help reduce 

sound impact and provide head protection, but both had 
problems — one impaired the wearer’s field of vision, the 
other limited maneuverability because of its size. Ligon said 
that the service is still looking to update the cranial and that 
the new ear protection will be compatible with any new 
headgear. 

In 2008, the Navy tested earplugs that were custom-made 
to fit the unique contours of the wearer’s ear, but they found 
that the combination of the cheaper foamies and the new 
earmuffs provided better overall protection, he said. A 2005 
study by the Navy, Air Force and defense contractors, 
however, shows 79 percent of flight deck personnel don’t 
receive any sort of protection from foamies because they 
either don’t insert the earplugs deep enough into their ear 
canal or simply don’t wear them at all. 

Only 7 percent of the 301 sailors surveyed used foamies 
properly. 

The study also said that 75 percent of headsets didn’t fit 
correctly. The new ones are designed to provide better fits 
across the fleet, Aegisound’s website said. 
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BOOKS: 
26. Pentagon Probes Navy SEAL's Book For Secret Info 
(USA TODAY 30 AUG 12) ... Tom Vanden Brook 

Military officials are reviewing a soon-to-be-released 
book by a Navy SEAL about the May 2011 raid that killed 
Osama bin Laden to determine whether it divulges secret 

information, Lt. Col. James Gregory, a Pentagon spokesman, 
said Wednesday. 

However, it is unlikely the author, former SEAL Matt 
Bissonnette, will be prosecuted, said two Pentagon officials 
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who requested anonymity because they were not authorized to 
speak publicly. 

The book contradicted some key details of the raid 
presented by the Obama administration after the raid in 
Abbottabad, Pakistan. 

Bissonnette wrote that the SEALs spotted bin Laden at 
the top of a darkened hallway and shot him in the head even 
though they could not tell whether he was armed. The 
administration described the SEALs shooting bin Laden only 
after he ducked back into a bedroom because they assumed he 
might be reaching for a weapon, the Associated Press 
reported. 

The book, No Easy Day, was not provided to the 
Pentagon before its printing. It is due to be released Tuesday. 
Bissonnette authored the book under the pseudonym Mark 
Owen. 

A 2008 Pentagon regulation requires retired troops and 
Defense Department civilian employees to allow a security 

review of material they plan to publish to ensure that it "does 
not compromise national security." 

"We have the book, and we're taking a look," said Lt. Col. 
Steve Warren, a Pentagon spokesman. 

A statement released by the book's publisher, Dutton, 
quotes the author (referred to as Owen) as saying the book 
"adheres to my strict desire not to disclose confidential or 
sensitive information that would compromise national security 
in any way." 

If Pentagon officials determine that the book reveals 
secret information, they could refer Bissonnette to the Justice 
Department for prosecution, Gregory said. Military officials 
have not yet made that determination, Gregory said. 

Last week, Adm. William McRaven, who leads the U.S. 
Special Operations Command, sent a letter to his troops 
reminding them that they were required to seek approval 
before publishing material. 
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27. SEAL Tells 60 Minutes Book Is For Honor, Not Politics 
(CBS NEWS 29 AUG 12) ... Scott Pelley 

A retired Navy SEAL who was present at the killing of 
Osama bin Laden tells Scott Pelley in a 60 Minutes interview 
that his book about the raid is not a political statement, rather 
it is timed to commemorate the 9/11 attack and give credit to 
the hundreds of people whose work made the mission a 
success. The former SEAL Team 6 member, who uses the 
pseudonym Mark Owen, will appear in his first interview on 
60 Minutes, Sunday Sept. 9 at 7:00 p.m. ET/PT. 

As a security measure, CBS News will not identify 
"Owen" in any reports about his account of the raid; his face 
and voice were disguised for his 60 Minutes interview. His 
book about the raid, "No Easy Day," will be available next 
week. The following is an excerpt that appeared on the CBS 
Evening News with Scott Pelley: 

He calls himself Mark Owen. That's not his real name. 
We've disguised him and will keep his name confidential for 
his own safety. Owen was on the helicopter that crashed in bin 
Laden's compound. He was the second man in the room when 
bin Laden was shot, he took the photographs of the body that 
were never released. But Owen told us the story is not about 
him -- it's the story of hundreds of Americans who spent years 
gathering intelligence, planning and training of the SEALs, 
Owen says, "We just took care of the last 40 minutes." 

We built what we believe is the most accurate model of 
bin Laden's compound ever constructed. Owen told us, before 
the mission, a full size replica of the compound was built in 
the United States for training and there was a dress rehearsal 
for the top brass including the chairman of the joint chiefs, 
Admiral Mike Mullen, and Admiral Eric Olsen, head of 
Special Operations Command. 

Scott Pelley: How did that rehearsal go? 
Mark Owen: It was fine. This is nothing new to us. The 

part that was new was all the VIPs sitting there watching. One 

of the things that I like after the fact was-- I remember 
Admiral Mullen coming by and talking to each one of us and 
then Admiral Olsen as well. And I thought that was cool that, 
you know, they walked by, shook each of our hands, and said, 
"Hey, are you guys ready? Can you guys pull this off?" And 
I'm pretty sure to a man we all said, "Yes, absolutely." 

Scott Pelley: How long was it before you got the call to 
go? 

Mark Owen: We had a week off in Virginia Beach. And 
when I say "off," it wasn't completely. But we had a week-- a 
week off at home-- conducted one more rehearsal, day of 
training on the life-size mock up. And then we got the word 
that we were going. 

Owen's book was to be released on the anniversary of 
9/11, but the release has been moved up to next week. There's 
been criticism that the book is timed to influence the election. 

Mark Owen: My worry from the beginning is, you know, 
it's a political season. This book is not political whatsoever. It 
doesn't bad mouth either party, and we specifically chose 
September 11th to keep it out of the politics. You know, if 
these-- crazies on either side of the aisle want to make it 
political, shame on them. This is a book about September 
11th, and it needs to rest on September 11th. Not be brought 
into the political arena, because this-- this has nothing to do 
with politics. 

When word of the book was announced last week, a few 
news organizations discovered Mark Owen's real name and 
published it. As a result, he's a marked man -- in hiding -- 
probably for the rest of his life. We will not reveal his true 
name. 

View Clip (RT: 2:37) 
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COMMENTARY: 
28. A Way Out Of Assad’s Syria 
A Syrian defector’s mission 
(WASHINGTON POST 30 AUG 12) ... David Ignatius 

PARIS -- Syria’s most prominent military defector says 
the key to political transition there is to provide a “safety net” 
that convinces Alawites they won’t be massacred if they break 
with President Bashar al-Assad. 

“My main work is to convince the Alawites that they do 
not have to commit suicide along with the regime,” said 
Manaf Tlass, a former general in the Syrian army who left the 
country in July. He spoke Tuesday at a location in France, 
where he has taken refuge. It was his first in-depth interview 
since he broke with Assad, who was once his close friend. 

Tlass said that before there can be a political transition, 
there must first be a channel of trust between the opposition 
Free Syrian Army and reconcilable members of the military 
who are ready to break with Assad as Tlass did. Without such 
links, he said, Assad’s overthrow would plunge the country 
into a period of anarchic violence, and Syria’s chemical 
weapons would be up for grabs. 

“Today, many Alawites are not happy with what’s 
happening on the ground, but where is the safe zone for 
them?” he said. “Alawites need to know that there’s a strong 
side that will guarantee their safety if they defect.” 

Though Tlass is a Sunni Muslim, he commanded a unit of 
the Special Republican Guard, which is about 80 percent 
Alawite, the ethnic minority from which Assad and his inner 
circle are drawn. 

Tlass, 49, spoke movingly about his break from Assad, 
who, he said, has so bloodied his name that he will never be 
able to rule Syria effectively again. It began in the spring of 
2011, when protests were spreading and Tlass offered to meet 
with demonstrators. He told Assad about an April meeting in 
Darayya with young rebels, whose fathers were silent but 
obviously proud. “This is the revolution of the fathers through 
their children,” Tlass warned, noting that such a conflict 
would be impossible to win by force. 

Assad was a changeable, uncertain man, increasingly 
swayed by the harder line of his family, especially his brother 
Maher and his cousin Hafez Makhlouf, who heads the internal 
branch of Syrian intelligence. “If you impose power, people 
will be afraid, and they will step back,” Makhlouf admonished 
Tlass. 

Tlass says that by May 2011, his counsel of outreach was 
ignored and his contacts were being arrested after he met 
them. This was the case even in Rastan, a town in central 
Syria where his father was born. After Tlass tried to make 
peace there, he was scolded by Makhlouf. Tlass stopped 
commanding his army unit after that. 

The rupture came in July 2011, when Assad summoned 
him and asked why he wasn’t leading his troops. Tlass said he 
responded that the president and his men weren’t sincere about 
compromise. “You are making me a liar. You and Syria are 
committing suicide,” he recalls saying. Assad responded that 
such counsel was “too simple,” and that he was moving to the 
“security option.” 

“You are carrying a heavy load — and if you want to fly, 
you have to drop that load,” Tlass says he told Assad at that 
last meeting. “But it seems the heavy load — the family, the 
inner circle — has won.” 

Tlass says he thought at first that he could stay in 
Damascus, in silent opposition to the hard-liners’ policies. But 
as the violence increased to countrywide slaughter, he says, 
“my conscience could not bear it anymore.” He began 
thinking by the end of last year about how to flee. 

The former general still has the rugged good looks that 
made him a charismatic military leader, which has led some to 
speculate that he might play a role in a Syrian transition. But 
Tlass says he doesn’t want any position in a future 
government and is focused only on his “road map” for 
avoiding sectarian strife. He’s probably wise to disavow 
political ambition, as his wealth, secular lifestyle and 
prominent background (his father was defense minister) make 
him a target for a populist, Islamist opposition movement. 

I first met Tlass a half-dozen years ago in Damascus, 
which may be one reason he decided to speak out and give the 
interview. When I asked him what he would say to Assad if he 
could send him one more message, he was overcome by 
emotion for a moment and left the room. When he returned, he 
said: “How can anyone think he is protecting his country when 
his air force and tanks are hitting his own territory?” 
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29. China’s Real Blue Water Navy 
China is building a two-layered navy with a high-end Near Seas component and a limited, low-end capability 
beyond. It is not poised to speed across the Pacific to threaten America. 
(THE DIPLOMAT 30 AUG 12) ... Andrew Erickson and Gabe Collins 

China’s navy is not poised to speed across the Pacific to 
threaten America the way the Soviet Union once did, if not 
worse. This despite Peter Navarro and Greg Autry’s over-the-
top polemic,Death by China: Confronting the Dragon—A 
Global Call to Action, in which they claim that “[T]he 
People’s Republic is moving forward at Manhattan Project 
speed to develop a blue water navy capable of challenging the 
U.S. Navy.” 

Such statements lack basis in fact and present an ideal 
strategic teaching moment to remind analysts and 

policymakers that Beijing’s evolving naval structure and 
operations yet again show that China is not working off a 
traditional European, Soviet, or American naval development 
playbook. Even its most nationalistic and ambitious strategists 
and decision-makers do not seek what they would term a 
“global Far Oceans blue-water type” navy any time soon. Yet 
it is also misleading to argue, as one scholar recently did in 
The National Interest, that “All but the most hawkish hawks 
agree that the Chinese military will not pose a threat to the 
United States for decades.” This is off the mark from the other 
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direction—albeit in a considerably more subtle and thoughtful 
way. As a rare People’s Liberation Army (PLA) delegation 
visited Washington recently for a series of official meetings, it 
is important to understand where China’s military is headed 
and why—particularly at sea, where U.S. and Chinese military 
platforms encounter each other most frequently. 

Here is the critical point that both writings miss entirely—
China’s military, and navy, are not high-end or low-end across 
the board. Rather, in addition to domestic security/homeland 
defense, they have two major layers: 

1. China has already developed, and continues to develop 
rapidly, potent high-end navy and “anti-Navy” capabilities. 
Like their other military counterparts, they are focused almost 
entirely on contested areas close to home. 

2. It is also developing low-end capabilities. They are 
relevant primarily for low-intensity peacetime missions in 
areas further afield. 

These two very different dynamics should not be 
conflated. 

The second area has attracted headlines recently. China is 
in the process of developing a limited out-of-area operational 
capability to extend political influence and protect vital 
economic interests and PRC citizens working abroad in 
volatile parts of Africa and other regions. In essence, China 
seeks the bonus of being able to show the flag outside East 
Asia without the onus of assuming the cost and political 
liabilities of building a truly global high-end naval capability. 

But while selected PLA Navy (PLAN) vessels make 
history by calling on ports in the Black Sea and Mediterranean 
to include first-ever visits to Israel and Bulgaria, the majority 
(like the rest of China’s armed forces) are focused on areas 
closer to home—primarily still-contested territorial and 
maritime claims in the Yellow, East China, and South China 
Seas. From a Sino-centric perspective, these are, logically, the 
“Three Seas,” or “Near Seas.” 

It is here, and largely only here—at least in a direct 
sense—that U.S. and Chinese military maritime approaches 
conflict. As an established superpower that has played a 
critical role in establishing the post-War world order, 
Washington seeks to work with allies, friends, and potential 
partners to maintain a single global trade system by preserving 
unfettered access to a secure commons for all, and to prevent 
the threat or use of force from being used to resolve political 
or territorial disputes. As a great power that feels wronged by 
recent history, Beijing seeks space to rise again and reassert 
control of previous claims by carving out a Near Seas zone of 
exceptionalism in which established global maritime norms do 
not apply. 

Given Beijing’s substantial focus on issues unlikely to be 
resolved anytime soon, it is hardly surprising that there are no 
reliable indications at this time that China desires a truly-
global blue water navy akin to that of the U.S. today, or which 
the Soviet Union maintained for some time, albeit at the 
eventual cost of strategic overextension. China does seeks to 
develop a “blue water” navy in the years to come—but one 
that is more “regional” than “global” in nature. Chinese 
strategists term this a “regional [blue-water] defensive and 
offensive-type” navy. 

China has three key interests in the maritime domain. The 
first concerns the Near Seas (primarily the East and South 
China Seas) and their immediate approaches in the Western 

Pacific, where China vies for regional influence with maritime 
neighbors such as Japan, Vietnam, and the Philippines, as well 
as the U.S. Fault lines are hardening in regional maritime 
disputes, as shown by the July 2010 ASEAN Regional Forum, 
where the bloc betrayed a deepening schism between the 
countries such as Cambodia, which are largely continental in 
their strategic orientation, and/or share land borders with 
China; and those such as the Philippines which share disputed 
maritime claims with Beijing but enjoy the buffers of water 
and alliance with the Washington. 

Second, China’s natural resource supply chain has 
become truly global, and in areas such as the Indian Ocean 
region Beijing faces threats from pirates and non-state actors. 
Key areas of interest are the deep-water passages through 
Southeast Asia—especially the Malacca, Sunda, and Lombok 
straits—and the key shipping lanes of the Indian Ocean 
emanating from the Persian Gulf, Red Sea, and Eastern Africa. 
The PLAN’s ongoing anti-piracy mission in the Gulf of Aden 
is the centerpiece example of a limited out-of-area naval 
operation in pursuit of China’s national interests. 

Third, a growing number of Chinese citizens are working 
abroad in volatile areas, where a growing constellation of 
Chinese-owned economic assets have been invested. As the 
PLAN becomes more capable, there is growing nationalist 
pressure for Beijing to show the flag in support of PRC expats 
under threat from civil strife and other dangers. The result is 
that in future crises, the PLAN is likely to respond as it did in 
February 2011 when the missile frigate Xuzhou was 
dispatched to the Mediterranean to signal that Chinese citizens 
trapped in Libya could not be harmed with impunity. 

Based on these potential contingencies, we believe 
Beijing is building a navy to handle a high-intensity conflict 
close to home where it can be supported by its large fleet of 
conventionally-powered submarines and shore-based missiles 
and aircraft. Vessels such as China’s soon-to-be-
commissioned aircraft carrierand Type 071 amphibious assault 
ships could be helpful in certain limited conflict scenarios 
against far-less-capable opponents—particularly in the South 
China Sea. Yet these large but limited capital ships’ most 
likely use will be for handling missions geared toward: 

1. The regional mission of showing the flag in disputed 
areas and attempting to deter potential adversaries; 

2. Handling non-traditional security missions both in the 
East Asian/Western Pacific and Indian Ocean regions such as 
suppression of piracy, protecting/evacuating Chinese citizens 
trapped abroad by violence, and disaster response; as well as 

3. Making diplomatically-oriented cruises such as the 
recent visits to Black Sea ports, which are aimed at showing 
the flag and showing foreign and domestic audiences that 
China is becoming a truly global power. 

By contrast, there is currently little evidence that China is 
building a blue water capability to confront a modern navy 
like the U.S beyond the PLAN’s East/Southeast Asian home-
region waters. Beijing is accruing a limited expeditionary 
capability, but is not preparing to go head-to-head with U.S. 
carrier battle groups outside of East Asia and the Western 
Pacific. There are a number of key indicators of Chinese 
progress toward building a strong regional navy with limited 
global operational capabilities, including: 

1. Global Command, Control, Communications, 
Computers, Intelligence, Surveillance and Reconnaissance 
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(C4ISR) and satellite positioning, navigation, and timing 
(PNT). These are the sinews that knit modern military 
operations together. C4ISR facilitates both communication 
among one’s own forces and detection and targeting of enemy 
forces. PNT facilitates placement of platforms and guidance of 
weapons. With the rapid development and launching of new 
satellites in its Beidou/Compass system, China will achieve 
Asia-Pacific coverage by the end of 2012 with an initial five-
satellite Beidou-I constellation. It appears poised to meet is 
goal of global coverage by 2020; 13 Beidou-II satellites have 
been launched to date, with 11 already operational of the 35 
needed for full coverage. This is a necessary but not sufficient 
metric: PNT and C4ISR can help to support a wide range of 
military operations, and will not in themselves confer blue 
water presence. 

2. Anti-submarine warfare (ASW). Detection and 
targeting of enemy underwater systems is facilitated by 
increasing numbers and quietness of long-range nuclear-
powered submarines (SSN). Key indicators include 
construction of SSNs and additional deployment of these and 
other surface aerial platforms with significant demonstrated 
ASW capabilities; as well as acquisition of maritime patrol 
aircraft and operation from nearby carriers or land bases and 
defended by surface-to-air missiles (SAMs), etc. to protect 
these assets. This is an under-appreciated but vital metric. For 
instance, conventionally-powered submarines—even with the 
air-independent power (AIP) that China’s Yuan-class likely 
possesses—simply lack the speed and stamina to be effective 
long-range power projection platforms. To date, while it is 
conducting extensive research on acoustics and related areas, 
China has made little progress in ASW, and appears to avoid 
competing here for fear of wasting resources on immature and 
inadequate approaches. Its existing nuclear-powered 
submarines remain relatively noisy, though follow-on variants 
may be less so. 

3. Area air defense. Additional advanced surface vessels 
with long-range area air defense systems and aircraft to 
support radar can extend the protective envelope surrounding 
naval task forces. Already equipping its most advanced 
surface vessels with relevant missiles, China might 
compensate for lack of proximity to land-based missiles forces 
on extended missions with increased Soviet-style adoption of 
long-range anti-ship cruise missiles in surface vessels. 
Introduction of improved hardware variants and increasing 
practice of their utilization is critical to increasing capability. 

4. Long-range airpower. Increased airpower projection 
requires development/procurement of strike and long-range 
transport aircraft to operate off carriers/land bases overseas, 
aerial refueling capabilities, and related doctrine and training 
programs. Possible airframes include long-range stealthy 
bombers and helicopters—areas of particular Chinese 
weakness today. 

5. Production of military ships and aircraft. In addition to 
heightened production at existing facilities, accruing 
meaningful numbers of long-range vessels and airframes 
would likely require China to establish new, modern shipyards 
dedicated to military ship production or expand military-
dedicated areas in co-production shipyards; as well as to 
improve facilities/practices for manufacturing aircraft and 
aeroengines. Aeroengines remain one of the Chinese defense 
industry’s Achilles’ heels, and are extremely difficult to 

master, but represent an area that the world’s three top-tier 
firms (General Electric, Pratt & Whitney, and Rolls Royce) 
are unlikely to supply the PLA. 

6. At-sea replenishment. A strong contingent of 
replenishment ships is vital for supporting expeditionary 
operations, but the PLAN currently has only three long-range 
replenishment vessels, according to Jane’s. By contrast, the 
U.S. Navy has a fleet of 32 long-range combat replenishment 
vessels and other support ships. Given underway 
replenishment vessels’ relative similarity to commercial ships 
and China’s large commercial shipbuilding capacity, Beijing 
is fully capable of surging production of these at any time. As 
such, its replenishment vessel construction rate will be a 
particularly revealing barometer of the PLAN’s future 
expeditionary intentions. 

7. Remote repair. Ability to conduct sophisticated repairs 
on ships and aircraft, either through tenders or overseas 
facilities, is critical to sustaining them far from home. China 
has not established significant capabilities in these areas, 
however, and will have to make a major effort to do so. 

8. Operational readiness. Manifold efforts are required 
for China to satisfy this criterion: more complex, joint 
exercises; coordinated multi-axis anti-ship/carrier operations; 
steady deployment to vulnerable sea lanes to increase 
presence, familiarity, and readiness; and more long-range 
training missions. China is moving gradually in this direction, 
but still has a long way to go. 

9. Overall capacity. Development here hinges on complex 
and difficult development of “software,” which is typically 
even harder to develop than “hardware.” Maturation of 
advanced levels of increasingly joint PLA doctrine, training 
(e.g., more all-weather, over-water, attack training for pilots), 
and human capital will be needed. 

10. Overseas facilities. As relates to several of the metrics 
outlined above, true blue water capabilities likely require 
acquisition of “places,” if not full-fledged “bases,” e.g., in the 
Indian Ocean. Beijing has merely tiptoed in this area, 
however, primarily out of political principle and caution. It 
remains to be seen to what extent it will be willing to cultivate 
the alliances and bear the economic and political costs, as well 
as the security vulnerabilities, that such an extraterritorial 
infrastructure entails. 

Reaching these various benchmarks will require strategic 
focus, resources, effort, and time. Beijing is approaching some 
milestones already, but may well not reach others at all for the 
foreseeable future. The vast majority of these instructive 
indicators will be readily visible to observers around the 
world—not just in government circles, but outside as well. 
That leaves major opportunities for analysis and 
understanding—and few excuses for conflation of the 
underlying factors at play. 

The PLAN is acquiring the hardware it needs to prosecute 
a major regional naval showdown. Simultaneously, an 
increasingly-capable, but still limited number, of vessels can 
fight pirates, rescue Chinese citizens trapped by violence 
abroad, and make “show-the-flag” visits around the world. But 
the PLAN is not set up to confront the U.S. at sea more than 
1,000 miles from China. Even if the PLAN surged production 
of key vessels such as replenishment ships, the resources and 
steps needed to build a globally-operational navy leave 
Beijing well over a decade away from achieving such 
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capability in hardware terms alone. Building the more 
complex human software and operational experience needed 
to become capable of conducting large-scale, high-end out-of-
area deployments could require at least another decade. 
Meanwhile, however, China’s challenges at home and on its 
contested periphery remain so pressing as to preclude such 
focus for the foreseeable future. 

The bottom line is that China’s present naval shipbuilding 
program aims to replace aging vessels and modernize the fleet, 
not to scale-up a modern fleet to the size and composition 
necessary to support and sustain high-end blue water power 
projection. China is building a two-layered navy with a high-
end Near Seas component and a limited, low-end capability 
beyond, not the monolithic force that some assume. 
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30. Arming For The Navy’s Return To History 
(THE DIPLOMAT 29 AUG 12) ... James R. Holmes 

In the last two posts we surveyed the theoretical, 
individual, and organizational components of the U.S. Navy’s 
bid to adapt to the new, old reality of a competitive high-seas 
tactical environment. Now let’s turn to hardware, the tangible 
component. As Julian Corbett contends, strategic ideas 
manifest themselves in the kinds of weaponry a military 
service procures and how warfighters use it. Having averted 
its eyes from sea control since the Cold War, our navy allowed 
the associated weapon types to languish, notably anti-ship 
cruise missiles. 

The material dimension matters. For John Boyd, people, 
ideas, and hardware—in that order, he stressed—are the 
critical determinants of armed strife. But while Boyd relegates 
the material dimension to third place, it is far from irrelevant 
to his scheme of things. No matter how brilliant their ideas, 
people can only do so much if utterly outclassed in material 
terms. That men could overcome fire through sheer willpower 
was disproved on the Western Front a century ago. 

Which brings us to U.S. Navy surface warfare, or SUW. 
Over the past three years or so, defense manufacturers have 
begun working to field a new family of anti-ship cruise 
missiles to replace the navy’s dwindling and aging—aged, 
more accurately—stock of Harpoon ASCMs. The surface fleet 
took delivery of its last ship-fired Harpoons almost twenty 
years ago. Without upgraded weaponry, the navy that claims 
to rule the waves could soon find itself outranged and 
outgunned. 

In 2009, to considerable fanfare, the U.S. Navy, the 
Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency, and defense 
firm Lockheed Martin inaugurated the Long-Range Anti-Ship 
Missile program. Researchers considered two variants, a 
subsonic LRASM-A and a supersonic LRASM-B, before 
scrapping the LRASM-B last January. Testing of the LRASM-
A’s sensor suite commenced this spring, while DARPA 
forecasts that the missile will undergo flight testing starting in 
2014. 

One guesstimate at the bird’s range is 500 nautical miles, 
about a sevenfold improvement over the Harpoon’s advertised 
combat reach. It will be largely self-contained from a fire-
control standpoint, reducing its dependence on external data 
for detecting and acquiring targets. That’s essential for hotly 
contested settings, where defenders will put a premium on 
blinding or eliminating U.S. assets that track the whereabouts 
of enemy, friendly, and neutral units. 

Another promising interim solution to the surface fleet’s 
woes is a variant of the Tomahawk land-attack cruise missile. 
This is a back-to-the-future weapon. Many moons ago 
American warships carried a long-range anti-ship variant of 
the Tomahawk known as the Tomahawk Anti-Ship Missile. 

The TASM, however, was a missile whose reach 
exceeded the fleet’s grasp. By no means was it a fire-and-
forget weapon. Its 200-nautical-mile-plus range was so long 
that the navy of those days lacked sufficient surveillance 
assets to guide the TASM to its target. Since the bird was 
subsonic, furthermore, its flight time was so long that the 
target might move out of the way, foiling the engagement 
attempt. The navy leadership eventually deemed the danger of 
hitting friendly or neutral vessels unacceptable. The TASM 
was withdrawn from the fleet. Most were converted for land-
attack use. 

Now, however, Raytheon is adapting its Block IV 
Tactical Tomahawk for SUW missions. Though subsonic, the 
latest Tomahawk can strike up to 900 nautical miles away. 
Like the LRASM-A, the neo-TASM will be designed not to 
rely overmuch on external data to find and attack its targets. 
The Block IV, furthermore, boasts nifty capabilities like the 
capacity to loiter in a combat area until ordered to strike a 
particular target. It represents an orders-of-magnitude 
improvement over the early-generation Tomahawks we used 
in the late Cold War, which demanded hours upon hours of 
mission planning and whose trajectory couldn’t be 
reprogrammed in flight. 

Suppose all of these systems live up to their billing. It’s 
worth pondering how battle will evolve in the coming years as 
they come online. That is, how will naval combat play out if 
warships sport main batteries—that is, their primary 
armament—with maximum effective firing ranges from 500-
900 nautical miles? 

Distance, time, and speed will all play a part. From a 
distance standpoint, the LRASM-A or son-of-TASM would 
provide U.S. Navy fleets operating in the Pacific Ocean the 
opportunity to engage Chinese adversaries at standoff range, 
meaning beyond the estimated reach of DF-21D anti-ship 
ballistic missiles and other forms of shore-based fire support. 
The zone between the two island chains starts looking like a 
battleground when you elongate the engagement ranges thus. 
Futuristic technologies like hypersonic missiles, 
electromagnetic railguns, or directed-energy weapons would 
further alter the martial landscape. 

What happens then? In all likelihood, strategic stability 
will prove fleeting. Perhaps the U.S. Navy’s new missiles will 
compel China’s People’s Liberation Army Navy to resume 
operating close to home. In turn the PLA Navy will look for 
inventive workarounds to restore the mainland’s strategic 
depth. Carl von Clausewitz likens war to two wrestlers 
constantly grappling for strategic advantage. John Boyd 
depicts it as two competitors struggling to manage change 
more swiftly and effectively, getting in each other’s heads. 
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Both men would nod knowingly at the access v. access-denial 
problem. 

The game’s afoot. 

James R. Holmes is an associate professor of strategy at 
the U.S. Naval War College. 
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This Week in the War of 1812: 
From July 29 - Aug. 4, 1813, the Murray's Raids took place in New York and Vermont along Richelieu River 
and Lake Champlain. Led by British Col. John Murray, the raids on American posts and towns, including 
Champlain and Plattsburgh, were considered a success by the British. The British force included HMS 
Shannon and HMS Broke, two former American sloops that had been captured and renamed the month 
prior. The Americans had little recourse against the raids, which resulted in the capture of eight vessels, 
great destruction to public property and British control over Lake Champlain. For more information on the 
War of 1812, visit hhttttpp::////wwwwww..oouurrffllaaggwwaassssttiilllltthheerree..oorrgg// 
 

TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Sea Duty Overhaul 
The plan: New manning rules could net you a bigger bonus — or force you off shore 
(NAVY TIMES 06 AUG 12) ... Mark D. Faram 

With about 10,000 unfilled billets at sea, Navy officials have launched their largest push in decades to reduce the shortfall of sea-
duty sailors. 

 
2. Navy Christens Last Of 3 Ships Honoring 9/11 Sites 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 28 JUL 12) ... Janet McConnaughey 

AVONDALE, La. — The USS Somerset — the last of three Navy ships named for 9/11 attack sites — was christened Saturday in 
honor of the passengers and crew of the plane that crashed before terrorists could reach their intended target. 

 
3. Navy Conducts Pax River's First Flight Of X-47B Unmanned Aircraft 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 29 JUL 12) ... Naval Air Systems Command Public Affairs 

PATUXENT RIVER, Md. -- The Navy made Pax River history July 29 after it conducted the naval air station's historic first flight 
of the X-47B Unmanned Combat Air System (UCAS) demonstrator. 

 
4. Navy’s Shipbuilding Plan And The CBO Report 
Similarities, Differences and Why 
(NAVY LIVE BLOG 27 JUL 12) 

The Navy and CBO shipbuilding estimates are closer than you think and the differences between them are easy to understand. 
 

5. Former CNO Admiral James Watkins Passes Away 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 27 JUL 12) ... Defense Media Activity – Navy 

WASHINGTON -- Retired Navy Admiral James D. Watkins, the 22nd Chief of Naval Operations, passed away July 26. He was 
85. 

 
6. We’ll Never, Ever Overpay For Biofuels 
(WIRED 27 JUL 12) ... Tom Hicks 

Last week, Danger Room published a critical look at the Navy’s efforts to launch a renewable-powered “Great Green Fleet” — 
and kickstart the market for biofuels in the process. Not surprisingly, the Navy’s leadership had all sorts of objections to the piece. But 
they took particular exception to the section about the price of the biofuel. A Pentagon-sponsored study says that the Navy could 
spend as much as $1.76 billion annually for all the biofuel they’ve promised to use by 2020. In this exclusive op-ed, Deputy Assistant 
Secretary of the Navy for Energy Tom Hicks says the Navy will never pay that kind of premium. 
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CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
7. VX-1 Flies P-8 Poseidon During RIMPAC 2012 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 29 JUL 12) ... RIMPAC Public Affairs 

PEARL HARBOR -- The P-8A Poseidon jet, a replacement maritime patrol aircraft for the P-3C Orion, made its Rim of the 
Pacific (RIMPAC) exercise debut this year, flown by two air crews from Air Test and Evaluation Squadron (VX) 1 at Marine Corps 
Base Hawaii in Kaneohe Bay, during the 23rd edition of the biennial exercise. 

 
8. RIMPAC Ships Steam In Formation Off Hawaii 
(HONOLULU STAR-ADVERTISER 29 JUL 12) 

Ships and submarines participating in the Rim of the Pacific naval exercises lined up for their class portrait Friday in sun-dappled 
waters off Hawaii. 

 
9. Pacific Partnership 2012 Kicks Off Cambodia Visit 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 30 JUL 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Kristopher Regan 

SIHANOUKVILLE, Cambodia -- Pacific Partnership 2012 (PP12) held an opening ceremony, July 29, to kick off a two-week 
mission across four provinces including Sihanoukville, Koh Kong, Kampot, and Phnom Penh, Cambodia. 

 
10. USS Jason Dunham Hosts Foreign Officers For Damage Control Training 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 27 JUL 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class William Jamieson, USS Jason Dunham Public 
Affairs 

MEDITERRANEAN SEA -- The guided-missile destroyer USS Jason Dunham (DDG 109) completed damage control training 
with international naval officers as a part of the Partnership of Adriatic Mariners, July 25. 

 
11. Midshipmen Get Underway With USS Makin Island During PROTRAMID 2012 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 27 JUL 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class David P. McKee, USS Makin Island Public Affairs 

USS MAKIN ISLAND, At Sea -- A group of 54 Midshipmen from the U.S. Naval Academy got underway with the crew of the 
amphibious assault ship USS Makin Island (LHD 8) July 23-27, for the first week of their 2012 Professional Training of Midshipmen 
(PROTRAMID) program. 

 
12. A Long Sail To Retirement For The USS Enterprise 
(NEWPORT NEWS DAILY PRESS 29 JUL 12) ... Michael Welles Shapiro 

NEWPORT NEWS, Va. — After the USS Enterprise is defueled and stripped down at Newport News Shipbuilding as part of its 
retirement from the Navy fleet, the hulking ship must be towed to the Seattle area, home of the only shipyard capable of disposing its 
nuclear reactors. 

 
13. Navy Week: Fighter Pilots On An Aircraft Carrier 
(KLDT NBC SIOUX FALLS (SD) 27JUL 12) ... Jeff Rusack 

The jets are the main function of the USS John C. Stennis. 
 

14. Texas Welcomes New Texan II Aircraft 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 27 JUL 12) ... Lt. John Supple, Chief of Naval Air Training Public Affairs 

CORPUS CHRISTI, Texas -- Naval Aviators and local leaders joined together aboard Naval Air Station Corpus Christi to 
welcome the newest training aircraft to Training Air Wing 4, July 26. 

 

GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
15. Panel Urges More U.S. Ships In Pacific For Pivot To Asia 
Pentagon-commissioned report says the stakes are growing fast in South and South-east Asia 
(BLOOMBERG 28 JUL 12) ... David Lerman 

The Defense Department should move more ships to the Pacific and better define its strategy as it pivots toward Asia to counter a 
rising China, according to a report commissioned by the Pentagon. 

 
16. Indian Navy the 'Strategic Wild Card 
West views its extended reach as a 'stabilising power' in Indian Ocean 
(SINGAPORE STRAITS TIMES 30 JUL 12) ... Rahul Bedi 

NEW DELHI - India's navy is making waves as a formidable force, and not just within the country. The government's latest 
defence plan gives it the financial and doctrinal muscle to move from patrolling India's 'brown' coastal waters to operating farther 
afield in the Indian Ocean. 
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17. Australia Defense Minister Defends Military Spending Cuts 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 29 JUL 12) 

SYDNEY — Australian Defence Minister Stephen Smith on July 29 defended military spending cuts, saying the belt-tightening 
would not impact overseas operations or those with key ally the United States. 

 
18. Panetta Sidesteps Issue Of Israel’s Plans On Iran 
(NEW YORK TIMES 30 JUL 12) ... Elisabeth Bumiller 

TUNIS — Defense Secretary Leon E. Panetta said Sunday that he did not think Israel had yet made a decision to strike Iran, but 
that his goal in meeting with the Israeli leadership this week was to strengthen ties with the United States “so that we can be fully 
prepared to deal with any contingency that may happen.” 

 
19. Iran Preparing To Strike U.S. Warships? 
(CNN 27 JUL 12) ... Candy Crowley and Barbara Starr 

Alarming signs that Iran may again be flexing its military muscle in the face of the United States. The Washington Post reports 
today the country is gaining new capabilities to strike at U.S. warships in the Persian Gulf. It cites officials who say the new systems 
are boosting Iran's confidence they could quickly damage or destroy U.S. ships if hostilities erupt. 

 
20. Russian Navy Chief Says His Country Is Studying A Base In Cuba 
The head of Moscow’s Navy says he's interested in a port in Cuba for maintenance and assistance. 
(MIAMI HERALD 28 JUL 12) ... Juan O. Tamayo 

A statement by the head of the Russian Navy that his country is considering establishing a naval facility in Cuba underlined the 
warming relations between the former Cold War allies but sparked little initial concern in the United States. 

 
21. Russia Seeks Sea Power With Decrepit Fleet 
Base expansion likely an empty threat 
(WASHINGTON TIMES 29 JUL 12) ... Rowan Scarborough 

Russia’s boast that it plans to extend its naval forces to bases in Cuba, the Seychelles and Vietnam poses little strategic threat to 
U.S. interests in Latin America, the Indian Ocean or the Pacific, analysts say. 

 

PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
22. James D. Watkins Dies At 85; Retired Admiral Led AIDS, Ocean Panels 
Adm. James D. Watkins rose to chief naval officer during his 37-year naval career. Under Reagan, he led a 
commission on AIDS that produced a widely praised report. He was secretary of Energy under George H.W. 
Bush. 
(LOS ANGELES TIMES 29 JUL 12) ... Valerie J. Nelson 

Navy Adm. James D. Watkins was considered "an unlikely hero" after he was called out of retirement in 1987 to accomplish what 
many considered a near-impossible task — taking over the leadership of an embattled and divided presidential commission on AIDS. 

 
23. Job Application Changes Focus On Sea Duty Manning 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 27 JUL 12) ... Naval Personnel Command Public Affairs 

MILLINGTON, Tenn. -- The Navy announced changes to their enlisted distribution system in Career Management System 
Interactive Detailing (CMS/ID) in a message released July 26. 

 
24. Limited Directed Detailing Initiative to Help Fill Critical Needs at Sea 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 27 JUL 12) ... Chief of Naval Personnel Public Affairs 

WASHINGTON -- In order to meet the near-term critical manning needs of the Fleet, the Navy will curtail shore duty for select 
Sailors that have the required skills needed at sea, Navy officials announced in NAVADMIN 227/12, released July 26. 

 
25. Chief Petty Officer Selectee Leadership Course Ready For 2012 Induction Season 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 27 JUL 12) ... Susan Henson, Center for Personal and Professional Development Public Affairs 

VIRGINIA BEACH, Va. -- A new Chief Petty Officer Selectee Leadership Course (CPOSLC) will be available for this year's 
CPO Induction Season, Master Chief Petty Officer of the Navy (MCPON) (SS/SW) Rick D. West said July 27. 

 
26. Naval Hospital's New CO Makes Popular Changes 
(JACKSONVILLE (NC) DAILY NEWS 29 JUL 12) ... Amanda Wilcox 

Naval Hospital Camp Lejeune’s new commanding officer has already made some popular changes to the day-to-day operations of 
the hospital. 
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27. NSWC Port Hueneme Wounded Warrior Program Going Strong 
(VENTURA COUNTY (CA) STAR 27 JUL 12) ... Alyce Moncourtois 

Naval Surface Warfare Center (NSWC), Port Hueneme Division is proud of its record for hiring Wounded Warriors. Since 
inception of the Wounded Warrior Program at NSWC Port Hueneme Division in 2009, the command has hired 62 wounded veterans. 

 
28. Pre-Separation Counseling Training Announced 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 27 JUL 12) ... Commander, Navy Installations Command 

WASHINGTON, D.C. -- Commander, Navy Installations Command (CNIC) recently announced the 2012-2013 schedule for Pre-
Separation Counseling Training Course. 

 
29. Heroes’ Final Acts 
Navy family mourns sailors who sacrificed to save others in Colo. shooting 
(NAVY TIMES 06 AUG 12) ... Mark D. Faram 

Among the victims of the movie theater shooting in Aurora, Colo., were two sailors — one an active-duty petty officer, another a 
former petty officer trying to get back in. 

 
30. Military Recruiters At Gay Community Center 
(LONG ISLAND (NY) NEWSDAY 26 JUL 12) ... Kery Murakami 

For the first time, military recruiters made an appearance Thursday at a gay community center on Long Island -- and even though 
the turnout was sparse, organizers hailed the significance of the event. 

 

FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
31. Navy Defends Shipbuilding Plan, Cost Estimates 
(DEFENSE DAILY 27 JUL 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

The Navy is defending the service's 30-year shipbuilding plan following a report by the Congressional Budget Office (CBO) this 
week that projected higher costs for procuring ships over the next three decades than the Navy estimates. 

 
32. Ingalls Awarded $1.5B Contract 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 28 JUL 12) 

PASCAGOULA — Mississippi officials are celebrating a newly announced $1.5 billion contract awarded to Huntington Ingalls 
Industries for design and construction of an amphibious transport dock LPD 27 ship, to be built at the company's Ingalls Shipbuilding 
division. 

 
33. Navy Sets Up Program Office For CVN 79 
(DEFENSE DAILY 27 JUL 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

The Navy has stood up a program office for the planning and procurement of the second ship in the class of Gerald R. Ford (CVN 
78) aircraft carriers. 

 
34. U.S. Navy Tests For Carrier-Based UAV Operations AIN Defense Perspective 
(AVIATION INTERNATIONAL NEWS 27 JUL 12) ... Bill Carey 

The U.S. Navy is testing software aboard the USS Harry S. Truman to validate the concept of autonomous UAV operations 
around an aircraft carrier at sea. The service is conducting the carrier integration testing to prepare for the arrival of the Northrop 
Grumman X-47B unmanned combat air system demonstrator (UCAS-D), which is expected to begin operations from a carrier next 
year. 

 
35. At Lakehurst, Airships Are Taking Off Again 
(PHILADELPHIA INQUIRER 30 JUL 12) ... Edward Colimore 

At Lakehurst's historic Hangar 1, made famous by the fiery Hindenburg disaster nearby 75 years ago, another airship is waiting to 
take off on its next mission. 

 
36. Navy Gets New Robot To Detect Mines On Ships 
(NAVY TIMES 28 JUL 12) ... Jacqueline Klimas 

It’s not as sexy as Austin Powers’ Fembot foes or as loveable as WALL-E, but this robot can do something pretty amazing: save 
sailors’ lives at sea. 
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37. DoD Sees 4 Sequestration Scenarios 
1-Year Budget Deal Would Buy More Time 
(DEFENSE NEWS 29 JUL 12) ... Marcus Weisgerber 

Increasingly concerned that time is running out for the U.S. Congress to avoid $500 billion in automatic defense cuts, the 
Pentagon is assessing all options, including the possible implications of a one-year, $100 billion government-wide, “mini-sequester” 
deficit-reduction deal, Defense Department and industry sources said. 

 
38. The Budget Control Act One Year Later 
(DEFENSE NEWS 30 JUL 12) ... Kate Brannen 

On Aug. 2, the U.S. Budget Control Act of 2011 will mark its one year anniversary, a date probably few in Washington will 
celebrate. 

 

BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
39. MCPON Visits Sailors In Bremerton And Bangor, Washington 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 27 JUL 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Thomas L. Rosprim, Office of the Master Chief 
Petty Officer of the Navy 

BANGOR, Wash. -- Master Chief Petty Officer of the Navy (MCPON) (SS/SW) Rick D. West completed visits with Sailors 
stationed at Naval Base Kitsap (NBK) Bremerton and Bangor, Washington, July 27. 

 
40. Blue Angels Soar High To Please The Crowd 
(MAGIC VALLEY (ID) TIMES- NEWS 29 JUL 12) ... Kimberlee Kruesi 

TWIN FALLS -- The U.S. Navy Blue Angels left the Air Magic Valley air show attendees awestruck on Saturday with a 
showcase that barreled to the soundtrack of Motley Crue. 

 
41. Canada's Largest Schooner To Visit, Help Commemorate War Of 1812 
(BUFFALO NEWS 29 JUL 12) ... Jon Harris 

A 200-foot-long, 740-ton schooner with 11,000 square feet of sail will make a stop at Canalside Aug. 7 and 8 as part of Buffalo's 
War of 1812 commemoration. 

 
42. Prowler 'Star Warriors' Are Coming To Whidbey 
(WHIDBEY (WA) NEWS TIMES 27 JUL 12) 

The Navy is redeploying an EA-6B Prowler squadron to Whidbey Island Naval Air Station, which will bring an additional four or 
five aircraft, 30 officers and 190 enlisted personnel to the island. 

 
43. Looming Navy Shuffle To Make Big Waves In Region 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 29 JUL 12) ... Bill Bartel 

One of every five Navy ships in Hampton Roads is slated to be relocated or decommissioned in the next five years, changes that 
will leave the region with 5,400 fewer Sailors, a Virginian-Pilot analysis has found. 

 
44. 2005 BRAC Cost More, Saved Less Than Estimated 
(NEWPORT NEWS DAILY PRESS 29 JUL 12) ... Hugh Lessig 

NEWPORT NEWS, Va. — Sequestration is the newest scary word to enter the military vocabulary of Hampton Roads, a Beltway 
term for deep cuts in defense and non-defense spending that will take effect in January unless Washington decides otherwise. 

 
45. Naval Forces Europe Band Prepares Debut Performance In Edinburgh 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 27 JUL 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Jason Howard, Commander, U.S. Naval Forces 
Europe-Africa/U.S. 6th Fleet Public Affairs 

NAPLES, Italy -- Commander, U.S. Naval Forces Europe (CNE) Band prepared for their performance for the 2012 Royal 
Edinburgh Military Tattoo while on board Naval Support Activity Naples, July 25. 

 
46. Independent Review Supports Pacific Realignment Plans 
(STARS AND STRIPES 27 JUL 12) ... Travis J. Tritten 

CAMP FOSTER, Okinawa — An independent review submitted to Congress and made public Friday supports plans to relocate 
U.S. military forces in the Pacific over criticism from some lawmakers that the realignment is unaffordable and unrealistic. 
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NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
47. The New New Thing 
Even as Pentagon budgets shrink, innovative defense companies have struck it rich off the effort to reset, 
upgrade, and get networked. 
(NATIONAL JOURNAL 28 JUL 12) ... Kevin Baron 

Last year, a four-star general summoned a dozen executives from small-, medium-, and “Eisenhower”-sized defense contractors 
to the Pentagon for a chat about the industry’s future. 

 
48. General Warns Of Dramatic Increase In Cyber-Attacks On U.S. Firms 
(LOS ANGELES TIMES 28 JUL 12) ... Ken Dilanian 

ASPEN, Colo. -- Computer intrusions by hackers, criminals and nations against U.S. infrastructure increased seventeenfold from 
2009 to 2011, the nation's chief cyber defender says, and it's only a matter of time before such an attack causes physical damage. 

 
49. Military Branches Refine Cyber Roles 
(FEDERAL NEWS RADIO 30 JUL 12) ... Jared Serbu 

It's been two years since the joint U.S. Cyber Command reached operational capability, but before and since then, each of the 
military services has been hard at work at building its own robust but discrete cyber force. The next question is who's responsible for 
what? 

 
50. Contractors Bemoan Delays As Rookie U.S. Acquisition Officers Learn Ropes 
(BLOOMBERG GOVERNMENT 30 JUL 12) ... Nick Taborek 

Claudine Adams, the president of a small technology contractor in Maryland, walked into a routine meeting at an Army base in 
April and was surprised to find herself face-to-face with three government attorneys. 

 
51. Week In Review Jul. 21, 2012 – Jul. 27, 2012 
(YOUTUBE 27 JUL 12) ... U.S. Navy 

Welcome to this week's U.S. Navy multimedia production featuring selected images from around the fleet received during the 
week of Jul. 21, 2012 – Jul. 27, 2012. 

 

OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
52. Sea Duty Plan Promising 
(NAVY TIMES 06 AUG 12) ... Editorial 

At last count, some 10,000 sea duty jobs were vacant, requiring last-minute scrambling before deployments and too-frequent 
incidents of cross-decking, in which sailors just back from deployment are transferred to ships getting ready to slip their lines. 

 
53. Synthetic Drugs: Creativity That Kills 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 29 JUL 12) ... Editorial 

Wanna buy some drugs? How about some drugz? 
 

54. Alternative Fuel Necessity 
U.S. Military Must End Petroleum Dependence 
(DEFENSE NEWS 29 JUL 12) ... Mike Breen 

In these pages July 23, J. David Patterson’s commentary harshly criticized the U.S. Navy’s research and development of 
advanced biofuels — renewable, domestically produced fuels that can be “dropped in” to military vehicles without retrofitting. 

 
55. The Unpaid Debt America Owes 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 29 JUL 12) ... Editorial 

Our nation must take better care of the people who come home from war. 
 

56. A U.S.-Iran Naval Clash Is Not Inevitable 
(COUNCIL ON FOREIGN RELATIONS 27 JUL 12) ... Micah Zenko 

The headline of today’s Washington Post reads, “Iran Expands Ability to Strike U.S. Navy in Gulf.” The piece describes Persian 
Gulf war games, paranoid comments by regional officials, and hollow threats from Iranian officials. 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Sea Duty Overhaul 
The plan: New manning rules could net you a bigger bonus — or force you off shore 
(NAVY TIMES 06 AUG 12) ... Mark D. Faram 

With about 10,000 unfilled billets at sea, Navy officials 
have launched their largest push in decades to reduce the 
shortfall of sea-duty sailors. 

These new rules, some permanent and others temporary, 
were officially announced to the fleet with the July 26 release 
of four separate fleetwide messages, each outlining different 
parts of the Navy’s master plan to send better-manned ships 
on deployment. 

The Voluntary Sea Duty Program, which seeks enlisted 
candidates willing to stay at sea or terminate shore duty early, 
is extended for another year. That program has already filled a 
couple hundred billets that, since its January rollout, have 
helped the cause. But officials admit it hasn’t been enough. 

Now the Navy is putting more money in the mix, with 
some volunteers banking tens of thousands of dollars. 

New sea duty policies include: 

• Offering bonus pay, ranging from $500 to $1,000 per 
month, to more skills than ever before. 

• The opportunity for volunteers to pick their home 
port. 

• High-year tenure waivers to take sea orders. 

If the voluntary measures fail to entice enough sailors, 
they’ll pluck some involuntarily from shore duty. But it’s only 
as a last resort, and those sailors will still be com-pensated to 
the tune of $1,450 per month. Some of these sailors also could 
earn high-year tenure waivers, enabling them to stay in past 
the prescribed limits of years-in-rank. 

“These are all aggressive measures we’re taking to fill our 
manning gaps at sea,” said Vice Adm. Scott Van Buskirk, the 
chief of naval personnel. 

Keeping the fleet properly manned has long been a 
challenge for Navy leadership, officials say. Over the years, 
reasons for undermanning changed from simply not having 
enough bodies in the days of sail to not having the right mix of 
specialized skill in the fleet today. 

In recent years, the Navy’s experiment with optimal 
manning — cutting crew sizes to the bone and expecting 
technology to make up the difference — took too many sailors 
from the fleet before the impact of those cuts were really 
known. Now the service is playing catch-up, amid what Van 
Buskirk described as “perennial retention challenges” in 
nearly a third of enlisted ratings. 

The critical billets cover many communities and include 
ratings that range from aviation electronics technician and 
engineman to hospitalman and culinary specialist. To fill these 
gaps, the Navy is looking for E-5s and above, ideally heading 
into at least their second sea tour. 

Buskirk said the Navy has relied too much on cross-
decking, or moving a sailor from one command to another, 
and diverts, in which a sailor’s orders to one command are 
changed to another — both short-term swaps lasting six 
months or less. The new plan involves voluntary extensions 
and involuntary measures that will last two years or more. 

“Getting our E-5s and above with critical skills back to 
sea is key to properly manning our ships, mitigating short-

notice manning actions … and ultimately ensuring fleet and 
operational readiness,” Van Buskirk said. 

Cross-decking and diverts should be used “carefully and 
not as a matter of routine business,” said Master Chief Petty 
Officer of the Navy (SS/SW) Rick West. “The bottom line is 
that predictability is the primary tool we have in detailing to 
ensure our ships go to sea with the right people — that comes 
from planning our moves ahead of time so we’re not 
scrambling at the last second to get qualified sailors.” In the 
surface Navy alone, according to statistics provided by Naval 
Surface Forces, only four of 66 surface ships deployed fully 
manned in 2011. To make sure those deploying ships had 
critical skills on board, 429 people were added via short-term 
manning moves such as cross-decking. 

As of Jan. 31, only 22 of 164 surface ships were manned 
at or above their manning allowance. The percentage of 
surface ships with the right mix of ratings and Navy enlisted 
classifications — specialized skills within a rating — was 66 
percent. 

After the first quarter in fiscal 2012, 73 short-term actions 
were made. More recent figures were not available as of press 
time. 

Volunteers Not Enough 
Officials announced in January that, under the Voluntary 

Sea Duty Program, they were willing to bend their usually 
strict re-enlistment rules for sailors E-5 and above if they 
agreed to extend sea tours or end shore duty early. They 
started extending enlistments by up to two years without 
making sailors go through the Perform to Serve re-enlistment 
approval process, a system that has issued thousands of sailors 
pink slips in recent years. 

The program also allows for flexibility in orders, letting 
sailors choose to stay at their current command or relocate to 
another fleet concentration area. That same geographic 
flexibility was extended to those coming off shore. 

But as of July 3, just 526 sailors had applied for the 
program, and of those, only 245 were approved. Among 
approved sailors, 92 had opted to stay at sea while 153 had 
agreed to terminate shore duty. Disapprovals, officials said, 
were mostly because sailors didn’t meet the program’s basic 
requirements. 

Those numbers, Van Buskirk said, were a good start, but 
have not been enough to put a dent in the current manning 
crisis, making additional measures necessary. 

These measures come on the heels of the announcement 
that carrier deployments were getting longer in fiscal 2013, 
averaging more than eight months, and the orders for the 
aircraft carrier John C. Stennis to head out on another 
deployment this summer after spending only six months at 
home. 

“We know it’s a lot for the fleet to digest at one time,” 
Van Buskirk said, “But we didn’t want to piecemeal this and 
make sailors wonder what was coming next.” 

As of July 23, there were roughly 264,000 enlisted sailors 
on active duty. Of those, according to the chief of personnel’s 
office, 141,000 are on sea duty and another 89,000 are serving 



 

8 
 

in shore billets. The remaining 34,000 or so are mostly sailors 
in a training, transit or limited-duty status. 

Of those on shore duty, officials say there are roughly 
25,000 at any given time who could be in a position to receive 
involuntary orders. Though there’s technically no limit on 
when sailors can terminate shore duty, usually officials prefer 
them to have spent at least a year at their command. 

Officials said 19,443 sailors will complete their 
prescribed sea tours within the next six months. Another 
19,600 will hit their projected rotation date between February 
and August 2013. 

Sailors who qualify for career extensions and extra bucks 
will require planning and quick action to volunteer, West said. 

Failure to act could lead to involuntary orders. 
“Sailors will need to be engaged early,” West said. He 

recommends sailors reach out to their commands — and even 
their detailers in Millington — to assess their situation and 
what’s available to them. Even those who find themselves in a 
danger window for involuntary orders can still cash in — if 
they are proactive. 

“They will still have choices, as long as they prepare in 
advance, communicate their desires, demonstrate some 
flexibility and stay realistic,” West said. “Those who wait until 
the last minute or remain too rigid in their expectations have 
the biggest chance of ending up with orders that don’t align 
with their personal or professional desires.” 

Return to Index 
 

2. Navy Christens Last Of 3 Ships Honoring 9/11 Sites 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 28 JUL 12) ... Janet McConnaughey 

AVONDALE, La. — The USS Somerset — the last of 
three Navy ships named for 9/11 attack sites — was christened 
Saturday in honor of the passengers and crew of the plane that 
crashed before terrorists could reach their intended target. 

Passengers of United Airlines Flight 93 stormed the 
cockpit and thwarted an attack on Washington, but the plane 
crashed in Somerset County, Pa., killing all 40 passengers and 
crew members. 

"The men and women of Flight 93 ... thought they were 
going to San Francisco to work, to play, to learn; to live their 
lives in peace while others guarded them," said Navy Rear 
Adm. David Lewis. "Instead they found themselves in a war, 
on the front lines, in the opening battle. It was a new kind of 
war, one with new rules, maybe no rules at all. They had no 
preparation, no training, no guidance. 

"And they performed superbly." 
Flight 93 was hijacked after taking off from New Jersey. 

It crashed after passengers and crew, some alerted by cell 
phone calls from loved ones about the other 9/11 attacks in 
New York, decided to fight the hijackers. Investigators later 
determined the hijackers intended to crash it into the White 
House or Capitol in Washington, where the House and Senate 
were in session that morning. 

About two dozen relatives of the passengers attended the 
christening at the Huntington Ingalls Industries shipyard in 
Avondale, a New Orleans suburb. 

The Somerset is one of three amphibious landing docks 
named after the sites where planes taken over by terrorists 
crashed, killing nearly 3,000 people. 

Its bow stem — the first part of the ship to push through 
the water — was made from 7.5 tons of steel melted down 
from the bucket of a huge coal-mining crane that stood near 

the crash site. It was there that miners hung a large American 
flag to serve as a landmark and to honor the dead. 

The USS New York's bow stem was made with 7.5 tons 
of steel from the World Trade Center. Steel from the Pentagon 
will be displayed in a small tribute room in the USS Arlington. 

Mary Jo Myers, wife of retired Air Force Gen. Richard B. 
Myers, the 15th chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, smashed 
a ribbon-encased bottle of sparkling wine against a sharp-
edged breaker bar mounted on the hull. 

The Somerset will have both a military and a 
humanitarian purpose, bringing supplies, power and 
equipment to disaster areas, Myers said. 

The Somerset is the last Navy ship that will be built at 
Avondale, which is scheduled to close once the ship is 
delivered. Officials are trying to find a civilian shipbuilding or 
other industrial partner to keep it open. 

"We encourage those who can keep the story of this 
shipyard alive to heroically give their all to achieving that 
goal," said Patrick White, president of the Families of Flight 
93. 

About 5,000 people worked at Avondale when defense 
giant Northrop Grumman Corp. announced in 2010 that it was 
spinning off its military shipbuilding division. That spinoff 
resulted in Huntington Ingalls, based in Newport News, Va. 

The Pascagoula shipyard, which is to stay open, is 
working on two more LPDs and got a Navy contract Friday 
for a third. 

About 2,600 men and women are currently working on 
the Somerset. Those numbers are "probably stable for the next 
few months," with layoffs coming as systems are completed, 
Irwin F. Edenzon, president of Ingalls Shipbuilding, said after 
the ceremony. 

View Gallery (8 Photos) 
Return to Index 
 

3. Navy Conducts Pax River's First Flight Of X-47B Unmanned Aircraft 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 29 JUL 12) ... Naval Air Systems Command Public Affairs 

PATUXENT RIVER, Md. -- The Navy made Pax River 
history July 29 after it conducted the naval air station's historic 
first flight of the X-47B Unmanned Combat Air System 
(UCAS) demonstrator. 

At 11 a.m., the tailless, unmanned aircraft launched from 
Pax River and flew for a planned 35 minutes. The aircraft 
reached an altitude of 7,500 feet and an air speed of 180 knots 

during its flight over the Chesapeake Bay before successfully 
landing back at Pax River. 

"This milestone event is the first of many flights at Pax 
River to demonstrate X-47B's compatibility with aircraft 
carrier flight procedures and launch/recovery equipment," said 
Matt Funk, UCAS lead test engineer. "The unique airspace 
and ship equipment at Pax River allow us to conduct the 
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testing here before we land aboard the aircraft carrier next 
year." 

The X-47B traveled from Edwards Air Force base, Calif., 
to Pax River in June to enter its next phase of testing. UCAS-
D team members will utilize the specialized testing 
capabilities and facilities available at Pax River in the coming 
months to validate the X-47B's ability to perform in an aircraft 
carrier environment. 

One of the testing facilities at Pax River is a simulated 
aircraft carrier environment, which will allow team members 

to ensure the aircraft is ready to operate in testing at sea. Land-
based testing will establish X-47B has the ability to conduct 
precision approaches and to perform arrested landings and 
catapult launches prior to actual aircraft carrier operations. 

"The X-47B's flight today is another important step closer 
to the Navy's vision of operating tailless, autonomous, 
unmanned systems from aircraft carriers," said Capt. Jaime 
Engdahl, Navy UCAS program manager. 

Return to Index 
 

4. Navy’s Shipbuilding Plan And The CBO Report 
Similarities, Differences and Why 
(NAVY LIVE BLOG 27 JUL 12) 

The Navy and CBO shipbuilding estimates are closer than 
you think and the differences between them are easy to 
understand. 

Our current shipbuilding plan balances anticipated future 
demands for naval forces with expected resources. With 
anticipated future fiscal realities, we focus our investments to 
ensure the battle force is capable of meeting theNavy’s core 
missions, along with the capacity to operate forward in the 
most critical regions. The goal is to work within fiscal 
limitations to meet these core mission responsibilities with 
needed capacity. 

Methodology: 
The total inventory of battle force ships and numbers of 

each type of ship will vary from year to year as a result of the 
complex relationship between retirements, procurement, 
design and construction times, as well as funding availability, 
industrial base capacity, and war-fighting priorities. Not unlike 
previous CBO reports on Navy shipbuilding, there are 
differences in our estimates, especially in the far-term. CBO 
uses different estimating methods and assumptions to calculate 
costs associated with shipbuilding, which yield variations in 
the overall costs for ship procurement. Even small changes in 
estimating assumptions can cause the totals to vary greatly the 
farther out the estimates given the span of the report and the 
significant costs associated with individual ship procurement. 

Shipbuilding Plan: 
The shipbuilding plan covers DoN investments in battle 

force ships. In the near-term, the Navy plan invests about 
$15.1B in FY12 constant dollars annually in new construction 
to support an inventory of approximately 300 ships. The 
shipbuilding budget will rise to $19.5B-a-year in the mid-term 
due to the SSBN(X) Ohio Replacement Program before 
decreasing to $15.9B after recapitalization of the SSBN force. 

The plan is organized into three planning horizons: near-
term refers to the upcoming decade made up of the Future 
Years Defense Plan (FYDP) FY13-FY17 and the second 
FYDP (FY18 to FY22); mid-term covers FY23 to FY32; 
lastly, far-term covers FY33 to FY42. 

Variances In Estimates Explained: 
Near-term – Think buying your next automobile. 
We are confident in our estimates. The Navy and CBO 

figures are almost exactly the same. 

 Navy cost estimates are within 4-5% of CBO within 
the FYDP. 

 The near-term planning period covers the two FYDP 
s between FY13 through FY22. The projections in 

this period are based on our most accurate 
understanding of required combat capabilities, future 
defense budget toplines, and shipbuilding costs. They 
also consider approved block buys and multi-year 
procurements using fixed price type contracts. The 
cost estimates for this period are therefore the most 
accurate of the three planning periods. 

Mid-term – Think buying two cars into the future. 
The Navy and CBO are close in their estimates and we 

understand where we have differences. 

 The FYDPs CBO estimates are 11% higher when 
compared to Navy’s. The mid-term period, which 
covers the two FYDPs between FY23 to FY32, is 
based on a projection of numerous new replacement 
ships in build plan. The costs for these ships have yet 
to be informed by formal analyses of alternatives, and 
are therefore based on inflation-adjusted projections 
of the building costs for ships they are scheduled to 
replace. As a result, the accuracy of plan cost 
estimates diminishes for the force structure estimates 
in this timeframe. 

Far-term – Think buying four cars in the far future. These 
cars haven’t even been designed, much less built. 

As one might expect, Navy and CBO estimates differ 
most in this period. 

 The final, far-term period, covering FY33 to FY42, 
simply assumes a one-for-one replacement for ships 
expected to retire during this period. 

 Due to the strategic environment and changing 
technology, the next 20-30 years are sure to be very 
different than today, ship and cost projections during 
this period are much more speculative. 

 Much of the difference between Navy and CBO 
estimates can be accounted for by inflation. 

While there are differences in the assumptions and 
methods used in calculating future ship costs between the 
CBO and Navy, we believe our inflation estimates are 
accurate and are based on the actual inflation experienced in 
the shipbuilding sector, to develop our cost estimates. 

As good stewards of taxpayer dollars, the Navy remains 
rigorous and pragmatic in planning as we continue to build our 
future Fleet. 
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5. Former CNO Admiral James Watkins Passes Away 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 27 JUL 12) ... Defense Media Activity – Navy 

WASHINGTON -- Retired Navy Admiral James D. 
Watkins, the 22nd Chief of Naval Operations, passed away 
July 26. He was 85. 

"Few have lived as full or accomplished a life as Adm. 
Watkins," said Secretary of the Navy Ray Mabus. "Although 
we mourn his passing, we celebrate his accomplishments not 
only as a consummate Naval Officer and public servant, but 
also as a man who understood the importance of taking care of 
the entire Navy family." 

A 1949 graduate of the U.S. Naval Academy, Watkins 
became CNO June 30, 1982 and served until June 30, 1986 
during the height of the Cold War. A career submariner, he 
also commanded the U.S. Sixth Fleet and later the U.S. Pacific 
Fleet. He also served as Chief of Naval Personnel and Vice 
Chief of Naval Operations. 

"Adm. Watkins served the nation, leading Sailors during 
some of our nation's most trying and challenging times from 
1949 to 1986," said Chief of Naval Operations Jonathon 
Greenert. "His strategic approach to safeguarding our national 
security and interests at sea set a precedent for generations to 
come. Adm. Watkins was an innovative thinker who pushed 
our Navy forward. He was known for developing a Maritime 
Strategy for dealing with the U.S.S.R. and improving the 
quality of life for Sailors and their families. We will always 
remember the life and honorable service of a great shipmate." 

As CNO, Watkins led a Navy that operated in support of 
national objectives in Grenada, Lebanon, and the Persian Gulf. 
Appreciating that changes were occurring in the Soviet Union 
at the end of the Cold War, he initiated a review of American 
naval strategy. He precipitated a renaissance in naval 

operational thought that encouraged a new generation of 
officers to become more deeply involved. 

After retiring from the Navy he led a very active life. In 
1987 he chaired President Reagan's Commission on the HIV 
Epidemic. Known as "The Watkins Commission," it 
investigated the AIDS epidemic and eventually recommended 
support for increased AIDS research, laws protecting HIV-
positive people, and treatment of drug addiction. 

On March 9, 1989, Watkins was sworn in as Secretary of 
Energy by President George Bush. As Energy Secretary, he 
developed a ten-point plan to strengthen environmental 
protection and waste management activities at the Department 
of Energy, established the Office of Environmental 
Restoration and Waste Management, and, recognizing 
American dependence on foreign oil, instituted policy 
designed to increase oil production and decrease consumption 
to counter Iraqi-Kuwaiti oil losses caused by the Iraqi Invasion 
of Kuwait. He remained in his position as Energy Secretary 
until 1993. 

The U.S. Commission on Ocean Policy became the 
second presidential commission chaired by Watkins. 
Established by The Oceans Act of 2000 on Jan. 20, 2001, the 
commission was charged with developing a comprehensive 
national ocean policy including governance, research, 
education, marine operations, stewardship, and investment. It 
conducted hearings and research before producing its final 
report, "An Ocean Blueprint for the 21st Century" on Sept. 20, 
2004. 

Watkins is survived by his wife Janet and his six children. 
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6. We’ll Never, Ever Overpay For Biofuels 
(WIRED 27 JUL 12) ... Tom Hicks 

Last week, Danger Room published a critical look at the 
Navy’s efforts to launch a renewable-powered “Great Green 
Fleet” — and kickstart the market for biofuels in the process. 
Not surprisingly, the Navy’s leadership had all sorts of 
objections to the piece. But they took particular exception to 
the section about the price of the biofuel. A Pentagon-
sponsored study says that the Navy could spend as much as 
$1.76 billion annually for all the biofuel they’ve promised to 
use by 2020. In this exclusive op-ed, Deputy Assistant 
Secretary of the Navy for Energy Tom Hicks says the Navy 
will never pay that kind of premium. 

Danger Room incorrectly reported that the Navy could 
spend as much as an extra $1.8 billion per year on biofuel; a 
completely incorrect projection lifted from a 2011 
Congressionally-mandated report (.pdf) that did not use 
realistic data or take into account the Navy’s commitment 
regarding biofuel purchases for operations. The figure is based 
on a crude extrapolation of analysis and is wrong for several 
reasons. 

First, the $1.8 billion figure assumes oil prices won’t be 
higher in 2020, and that biofuel costs won’t go down. We just 
don’t live in a world where oil prices never go up, technology 
doesn’t advance, and economies of scale don’t bring down 

cost; in fact, history tells us that the exact opposite is true. 
Eight years ago, the cost of petroleum was just under $40 per 
barrel and the annual volatility was plus or minus 10 percent. 
Today, the price of petroleum has more than doubled and the 
annual volatility is more than 30 percent. It is impossible to 
accurately predict where prices will be eight years from now, 
but with ever-increasing global demand and continued 
political unrest in oil-producing countries, nearly all experts 
agree that oil prices will increase, and we have seen the price 
of biofuel drop. 

Second, left out of Danger Room’s commentary about 
biofuel cost is the Navy’s well-known and much-publicized 
commitment to only purchase operational quantities of biofuel 
blends when they are competitive with petroleum, period. 
Future operational purchases of biofuel must be cost-
competitive with conventional fuels. We simply cannot afford 
it otherwise and will not do it. 

Nor does the Danger Room column mention that the 
government is already implementing one of the 
recommendations in the report for bringing down the 
estimated cost of biofuel, the Defense Production Act (DPA). 
DPA is an authority dating back to 1950 that has been used to 
advance the Navy’s nuclear propulsion program as well as 
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many other defense-critical domestic industries. Taken 
together, these errors and omissions provide opponents with 
cover for repeating factual inaccuracies and misrepresenting 
the Navy’s biofuel program. 

Danger Room made other errors about Navy Secretary 
Ray Mabus and about congressional support for the Navy’s 
biofuel program. For one, Secretary Mabus has never turned 
down a meeting with a member of Congress on any topic, 
including on the Navy’s energy initiatives. Also, there is such 
a significant and public show of support for the military’s 
biofuel initiatives – including bipartisan support, as seen most 
recently in the Op-Ed penned by Senators Jeanne Shaheen and 
Susan Collins – that it is irresponsible to speculate on the 
outcome of this ongoing debate, particularly so early in the 
legislative process. 

There have been efforts in Congress to restrict the 
Department of Defense’s ability to pursue all alternatives in 
order to reduce our reliance on foreign oil, but the potential 
consequences to these efforts are not well-understood. Until 
biofuels are qualified as fit for use, costs will be driven high 
by necessary tests and by temporary storage requirements. The 
House bill and the Senate Armed Services Committee 
amendments restricting the Department of Defense’s (DoD’s) 
abilities to pursue all domestic alternatives to foreign sourced 
fossil fuels guarantees that biofuel prices will remain 
unsustainably high. 

These congressional efforts would prohibit DoD 
procurement of operational quantities of biofuels unless they 

were at parity with conventional fuels. Because there is a 
modest cost to blend alternatives with conventional fuel, the 
language favors foreign sources of fuel over domestic 
alternatives. Confronted with a choice between purchasing 
foreign fossil fuels sourced from outwardly hostile regimes or 
areas of political unrest and domestically produced biofuels at 
the same exact cost, it would be illegal under these provisions 
for DoD to purchase the domestic alternatives in operational 
quantities. 

This same piece of legislation also appears to prohibit the 
DoD from using DPA, which would proscribe any actions 
whatsoever that would make domestically produced biofuels 
cost-competitive with conventional fuel. Another potential 
consequence of this legislation is that the DoD may be 
prohibited from purchasing non-biofuel alternatives such as 
hydrogen, fuel used for UAVs, which inherently cost more 
than conventional fuels. 

Prohibiting the DoD from pursuing cost-competitive 
alternatives severely limits our ability to reduce reliance on 
fossil fuels sourced from outwardly hostile parts of the world. 
It is a policy position that is bad for energy security and bad 
for national security. As we continue the debate in Congress 
and across the nation about America’s energy future, let’s 
pursue all the options that can achieve greater energy security 
for our country, and not allow the conversation to be 
sidetracked by oversimplifying or misstating the facts. 

Tom Hicks is the Deputy Assistant Secretary of the Navy 
for Energy. 
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CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
7. VX-1 Flies P-8 Poseidon During RIMPAC 2012 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 29 JUL 12) ... RIMPAC Public Affairs 

PEARL HARBOR -- The P-8A Poseidon jet, a 
replacement maritime patrol aircraft for the P-3C Orion, made 
its Rim of the Pacific (RIMPAC) exercise debut this year, 
flown by two air crews from Air Test and Evaluation 
Squadron (VX) 1 at Marine Corps Base Hawaii in Kaneohe 
Bay, during the 23rd edition of the biennial exercise. 

"While the P-3C Orion is a very forgiving aircraft and has 
served the fleet very well, the P-8A Poseidon is easier to fly, 
trims well, and handles flawlessly [at low altitude]," said Lt. 
Cmdr. Chris Artis, VX-1 maintenance officer and integrated 
training team pilot. "It's easy to maneuver, and the situational 
awareness in the cockpit is unlike anything I've ever seen 
before. Getting used to the technology and the different 
displays can be a challenge, but overall it's fun to fly." 

The VX-1 crews flew two P-8As during 24 exercise 
events ranging from routine test flights to simulated anti-
submarine warfare. VX-1 officials said training requirements 
are extensive in the P-8A because of the complexity and the 
speed of the aircraft, and that RIMPAC provided extensive, 
open airspace and a robust exercise schedule where the 
squadron could demonstrate the capability of the new aircraft. 

"The addition of two P-8A aircraft from Test and 
Evaluation Squadron 1 enabled us to get an early look at how 
we can integrate this new platform in a Joint and Combined 
operating environment," said Adm. Cecil D. Haney, U.S. 
Pacific Fleet commander, who flew a mission with VX-1 
earlier in the week. "I had the opportunity to personally 

observe its great potential during a flight where the crew 
demonstrated each weapon system while we conducted ASW 
and ISR." 

The P-8A is based on the Boeing 737-800ERX airliner, 
but incorporates a host of modifications. The Poseidon will 
replace the P-3C Orion, now in its 50th year of service, as a 
long-range anti-submarine warfare, anti-surface warfare, 
intelligence, surveillance and reconnaissance aircraft. It will 
maximize the experience and technology of the Orion but with 
significant growth potential, greater payload capacity, 
advanced mission systems, software and communications. Six 
additional fuel tanks in P-8As allow for the jet's extended 
range. 

"The P-3C is an aging airframe with aging systems on 
board." said Cmdr. Gregory Sleppy, VX-1 operational test 
director for the P-8. "It's becoming very expensive to operate 
because of the age of the airframe, and has been up for 50 
years; that's half the life of [naval] aviation." 

P-8As feature Raytheon multi-mission surface search 
radars, and incorporate a short bomb bay aft of the wings for 
torpedoes, sonobouys (small expendable sonar capsules that 
are dropped or ejected from the aircraft for anti-submarine 
warfare or underwater acoustic research), and cargo. 
Additionally, the jets will use new hydrocarbon sensors to 
detect vapors from diesel submarines and other conventionally 
powered ships. 
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"We can look forward to an increased availability rate 
right off the bat," said Sleppy. "Next you're going to see a 
more interoperable platform. The communications suite on the 
aircraft is far more advanced. Those are going to be the 
immediate things that the fleet commanders are going to see." 

Twenty-two nations, more than 40 ships and submarines, 
over 200 aircraft and 25,000 personnel are participating in the 
RIMPAC exercise from June 29 to Aug. 3 in and around the 

Hawaiian Islands. The world's largest international maritime 
exercise, RIMPAC provides a unique training opportunity that 
helps participants foster and sustain the cooperative 
relationships that are critical to ensuring the safety of sea lanes 
and security on the world's oceans. RIMPAC 2012 is the 23rd 
exercise in the series that began in 1971. 

View RIMPAC 2012 YouTube Channel 

Return to Index 
 

8. RIMPAC Ships Steam In Formation Off Hawaii 
(HONOLULU STAR-ADVERTISER 29 JUL 12) 

Ships and submarines participating in the Rim of the 
Pacific naval exercises lined up for their class portrait Friday 
in sun-dappled waters off Hawaii. 

The flotilla, led by the carrier USS Nimitz, included the 
Pearl Harbor-based cruisers USS Chosin, USS Lake Erie and 
USS Port Royal, destroyers USS Chafee, USS Chung-Hoon 
and USS Paul Hamilton, frigates USS Crommelin and USS 
Reuben James, submarines USS Charlotte, USS Cheyenne and 
USS North Carolina, and the salvage ship USS Salvor. 

Meanwhile, days after sinking the decommissioned USNS 
Kilauea, the Australian navy’s HMAS Farncomb was 
sidelined last week due to a flooding incident. 

According to the Australian Defense Force, the Collins-
class submarine was cruising at periscope depth during an 
exercise on Wednesday when a water hose in the vessel’s 
weight compensation system split, resulting in minor flooding. 

No one was hurt in the incident and the submarine was 
able to safely return to Pearl Harbor for repairs. The cause of 
the malfunction is under investigation. 

The submarine was responsible for one of the most 
publicized and impressive RIMPAC demonstrations this 
month. On July 23, the Farncomb sank the 12-ton target ship 
with a MK-48 torpedo. 

The blast split the ship in two, causing it to sink within 40 
minutes. 

Collins submarines like the Farncomb were subjected to 
rigorous examination following a near disaster in 2003, in 
which a seawater cooling hose burst while the HMAS 
Dechaineux was deep under water. 

The accident resulted in significant design upgrades to 
similar vessels, including the Farncomb. 

Two years ago, the Farncomb was also forced to 
withdraw from exercises due to a generator failure. 

Australia is one of 22 nations participating in this year’s 
RIMPAC exercises. 
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9. Pacific Partnership 2012 Kicks Off Cambodia Visit 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 30 JUL 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Kristopher Regan 

SIHANOUKVILLE, Cambodia -- Pacific Partnership 
2012 (PP12) held an opening ceremony, July 29, to kick off a 
two-week mission across four provinces including 
Sihanoukville, Koh Kong, Kampot, and Phnom Penh, 
Cambodia. 

Pacific Partnership is making its second trip to Cambodia, 
having last visited in 2010. The 2012 multinational and multi-
organization military and civilian crew of more than 1,100 
people is here for a two-week visit, the fourth and final 
mission port for the four-and-a-half month deployment. 

Rear Adm. Russell Penniman, reserve deputy commander 
and chief of staff for U.S. Pacific Fleet attended the ceremony 
and gave opening remarks. 

During the ceremony he said, "I admire and applaud the 
work that has gone into the combined planning process, which 
began almost a year ago." 

"I believe Cambodia, along with Pacific Partnership, has 
shaped a great mission. One that will meet your objectives and 
that will benefit the people of Sihanoukville, Kampot, Koh 
Kong and Phnom Penh." 

The audience of combined Cambodian, U.S. and partner 
nation militaries, and non-government organization (NGO) 
representatives also heard from high-ranking military and 
government officials including Vice Admiral Tea Vinh, of the 
Kingdom of Cambodia Ministry of Defense; and, Jeff Daigle, 
Charge d' Affaires, a.i. for the U.S. Embassy in Phnom Penh. 

In addition to remarks, M'lop Tapang Center for Street 
Children performed two traditional Cambodian dances to give 
blessings and entertain the crowd. 

Hospital Corpsman 2nd Class Ryan Crosson was one of 
the 50 participants in attendance for the event. 

"The local dance from kids was great. It gave a feel for 
the local scene and their traditions," said Crosson. 

While in Cambodia, PP12 will take part in a series of 
medical, surgical, engineering and veterinarian civic action 
programs in addition to various subject matter expert 
exchanges across the four provinces. 

For 2012, the mission in Cambodia brings together eight 
partner nations, 12 non-government organizations, and the 
enormous capabilities of the hospital ship USNS Mercy as it 
partners with the local department of health and military on 
medical and dental, veterinary, and civil engineering civic 
action projects. 

Pacific Partnership 2012 Arrives In Cambodia 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 28 JUL 12) Pacific Partnership 

2012 Public Affairs 
The Military Sealift Command's hospital ship, USNS 

Mercy (T-AH 19) arrived in Cambodia, July 28, to begin the 
final mission phase of Pacific Partnership 2012 (PP12). This is 
the U.S. Pacific Fleet's seventh annual Pacific Partnership 
humanitarian and civic assistance (HCA) mission. 
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Prior to arriving in Cambodia, Mercy and her PP12 
embarked personnel visited the host nations of Indonesia, 
Philippines, and Vietnam. The four-and-a-half month mission 
supports strengthening regional partnerships and enhancing 
coordination efforts among organizations who share a 
common interest in maintaining stability and security in the 
Asia-Pacific region. 

"Our crew of more than 1,100 highly-trained military, 
government and civilian/NGO (non-governmental 
organizations) personnel representing eight partner nations are 
excited to be in Cambodia," said Mission Commander, Navy 
Capt. James Morgan. "Our mission here provides yet another 
opportunity to work with our Cambodian counterparts in order 
to be better prepared to respond together to natural disasters 
and humanitarian emergencies - not if, but when they happen. 

"We sincerely appreciate the invitation to conduct the 
mission here during what will be the second time Pacific 
Partnership has taken part in activities in Cambodia," Morgan 
added. 

Pacific Partnership 2012 is led by three different element 
commanders: Morgan, who is mission commander for Pacific 
Partnership 2012 and commander of the San Diego-based 
Destroyer Squadron Seven; Capt. Jonathan Olmsted, of the 
Military Sealift Command and Mercy's civil service master; 
and, Navy Capt. Timothy Hinman, commander of the medical 
treatment facility, which is responsible for the hospital and 
providing care aboard Mercy and ashore. 

"The professional affiliation and exchanges that we've 
seen on this mission between our host nation and Pacific 
Partnership providers have been outstanding this year," said 
Hinman. "It has been truly stimulating for us and we look 
forward to working on the same type of medical exchanges 
here in Cambodia." 

PP12 personnel will conduct tailored civic assistance 
projects (CAPs), which build relationships and potential 
capacity and capabilities in the areas of medical, dental, 
veterinary and civil engineering. It will also conduct 
community service and subject matter expert exchanges that 
reinforce the importance of mutual support and learning about 
cultures, capabilities, and practices. 

The U.S. joint military services, interagency and civilian 
mariner personnel are joined this year in Cambodia by the 
partner nations of Australia, Canada, Republic of Korea, 
Malaysia, the Netherlands, Peru, and the Philippines. 

NGOs and international agencies are also a critical part of 
the continuity of the Pacific Partnership mission, which strives 
to build capacity with local populations. This year, NGOs 
participating in Cambodia include Cambodian Children's 
Painting Project, Global Grins, Help for Orphans, Hope 
Worldwide, Latter Day Saint (LDS) Charities, M'lop Tapang, 
Project Handclasp, Project Hope, Reproductive Health, The 
Starfish Project, UCSD Pre-Dental Society, Univ. of Hawaii 
Engineers, Univ. of Hawaii Nursing, and World Vets. 

Rear Adm. Russell Penniman, Reserve deputy 
commander and chief of staff for the U.S. Pacific Fleet is 
visiting Mercy to observe the PP12 mission, and will represent 
the Pacific Fleet staff at the opening ceremony, July 29, at the 
Port of Sihanoukville. 

"The mission is Pacific Partnership, so it's partnership 
with partner nations, NGOs, and doctors who all work in a 
common field, whether military or civilian doctors," said 
Penniman. "We welcome the collaboration, because as a 
collective, the total will be greater than its individual parts ... 
especially when a natural disaster strikes." 

View Pacific Partnership YouTube Channel 

Return to Index 
 

10. USS Jason Dunham Hosts Foreign Officers For Damage Control Training 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 27 JUL 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class William Jamieson, USS Jason Dunham Public 
Affairs 

MEDITERRANEAN SEA -- The guided-missile 
destroyer USS Jason Dunham (DDG 109) completed damage 
control training with international naval officers as a part of 
the Partnership of Adriatic Mariners, July 25. 

Officers from Azerbaijan and Ukraine participated in 
damage control drills and learned skills including pipe 
patching, flooding control and shipboard firefighting. 

"We liked the training very much," said Ukrainian navy 
Capt. Maxim Popov. "The crew was very knowledgeable and 
was able to answer all of our questions. We hope we can do 
this again in the future and continue learning." 

Dunham Sailors sponsored the officers during their stay 
on board and said they showed a real interest in the training. 

"Capt. Popov was really knowledgeable, and was very 
interested in the equipment we were using and ways he could 
help the Ukrainian navy become more efficient with damage 
control," said Lt. j.g. Todd Strong, Jason Dunham's damage 

control assistant. "They were all constantly asking questions 
and were really getting into the hands-on training. It was a 
pleasure to have them aboard, and I hope they enjoyed 
themselves." 

The training ended with a general quarters damage control 
drill in which the officers were placed in a repair locker and 
were responsible for responding to a simulated emergency. 

"They accomplished the task we gave them with some of 
our guys who have been doing it for years," said Boatswain's 
Mate 1st Class Ronald Virgin. "They were very appreciative 
of the training we gave them, and I enjoyed having them 
around. I think it was a great experience, not only for them, 
but for our crew as well." 

USS Jason Dunham is on a scheduled deployment in 
support of maritime security operations and theater security 
cooperation efforts in the 6th Fleet area of responsibility. 
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11. Midshipmen Get Underway With USS Makin Island During PROTRAMID 2012 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 27 JUL 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class David P. McKee, USS Makin Island Public Affairs 

USS MAKIN ISLAND, At Sea -- A group of 54 
Midshipmen from the U.S. Naval Academy got underway 

with the crew of the amphibious assault ship USS Makin 
Island (LHD 8) July 23-27, for the first week of their 2012 
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Professional Training of Midshipmen (PROTRAMID) 
program. 

PROTRAMID is a multi-week event that provides in-
depth training in the Navy surface, aviation, submarine and 
Marine Corps warfare communities to midshipmen during the 
summer months. 

According to Ensign Kristen Steinbach, a U.S. Naval 
Academy graduate and one of the PROTRAMID coordinators 
aboard Makin Island, the objective of the visit was to allow 
the Midshipmen to experience life as a junior officer aboard a 
surface naval vessel. 

"We gave them the chance to experience the ship's daily 
schedule and routine so they know what to expect," said 
Steinbach. 

Steinbach, along with other junior officers, led the group 
of Midshipmen on tours of the ship's engineering, operations, 
combat cargo and other areas during their five-day visit. 

In addition to learning from Makin Island officers, the 
group of Midshipmen spent many hours with the ship's crew, 
sleeping in enlisted berthing areas and eating meals on the 
mess decks. 

Midshipman 2nd Class Lauren Baguley, from 
Hudsonville, Mich., said the junior officers and enlisted 
members of the crew made her feel welcome during the 
underway period. 

"As Midshipmen, we are not part of the crew, and we feel 
like we are in the way," said Baguley. "So sometimes we feel 
awkward asking questions because we don't want to interrupt 
the crew." 

However, Baguley said the Makin Island crew has been 
extremely receptive to their visit. 

"I was outside and saw some of the crew cleaning the 50 
cal. gun mounts, and when I asked about what they were 

doing, they were so happy to show us all about the guns," 
added Baguly, who said she is interested in pursuing a career 
in Navy medicine. 

Midshipman 2nd Class Caitlin Olsen, from Los Gatos, 
Calif., said she appreciated the effort the crew put into making 
her cruise a learning opportunity. 

"We saw so many aspects of surface warfare, including 
aviation and amphibious operations, and we learned so much 
from the enlisted personnel who have all the knowledge and 
experience to operate the ship," said Olsen. 

PROTRAMID is considered to be an important time for 
Midshipmen because it provides increased understanding and 
first-hand experience in the Navy in order to help them 
improve leadership skills and choose specific officer career 
paths. 

Makin Island recently returned from a seven-month 
deployment and was the first U.S. Navy ship to deploy using a 
hybrid-electric propulsion system. By using this unique 
propulsion system, the ship saved more than $15 million in 
fuel costs and the Navy expects to see fuel cost savings of 
more than $250 million, over the course of the ship's lifecycle. 
Lessons learned during Makin Island's maiden deployment 
prove the Navy's commitment to energy awareness and 
conservation and will positively influence future ship designs 
for several decades. 

This initiative is one of many throughout the Navy and 
Marine Corps that will enable the Department of the Navy to 
achieve the secretary of the Navy's energy goals to improve 
our energy security and efficiency afloat and ashore, increase 
our energy independence and help lead the nation toward a 
clean energy economy. 
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12. A Long Sail To Retirement For The USS Enterprise 
(NEWPORT NEWS DAILY PRESS 29 JUL 12) ... Michael Welles Shapiro 

NEWPORT NEWS, Va. — After the USS Enterprise is 
defueled and stripped down at Newport News Shipbuilding as 
part of its retirement from the Navy fleet, the hulking ship 
must be towed to the Seattle area, home of the only shipyard 
capable of disposing its nuclear reactors. 

Initially Navy officials had hoped the widening of the 
Panama Canal in 2014 would allow for a shorter tug for the 
50-year-old aircraft carrier. 

But after a Navy evaluation of the canal's new lock 
designs, the ship will likely have to go the long route: around 
South America and the hard-to-navigate Cape Horn. 

"The Panama Canal was evaluated, however the current 
design and build plans for the locks present obstructions to the 
carrier flight deck during passage through the canal," the Navy 
said in an official response to questions from the Daily Press. 

A shipping agent with Gateway Transit Limited agreed 
that the carrier's flat top, which flares out to 257 feet wide, 
would be problematic. 

The agent, John Bamber, who's based in Panama, said that 
the new locks, scheduled to be complete by late 2014, will 
allow for passage of ships as long as 1,200 feet long and 160 
feet wide, which would seemingly accommodate the 1,123-
foot-long ship that's 132 feet wide at the water line. 

"I was approached by a couple of people not long ago 
about trying to get some of these smaller aircraft carriers 
through the canal that are 130 feet wide at the water line," 
Bamber said, in an interview via Skype. 

But he said the current lock configuration, which is likely 
to be replicated with the canal widening, presents a problem. 

There are two locks — an east lane and a west lane — 
with a control house in between and lamp posts flanking the 
length of the locks. 

"So something very, very wide like that would just break 
off those lamp posts," he said. 

Inactivating The Enterprise 
A Navy process, refered to as inactivation, kicks off with 

a Dec. 1 ceremony for the country's first nuclear powered 
carrier in Norfolk, the Big E's home port. Sailors at Naval 
Station Norfolk will spend the next six months taking 
equipment off the Newport News-built ship. 

At that point the Enterprise will dock at Newport News 
Shipbuilding, a subsidiary of Huntington Ingalls Industries, for 
an extensive four-year process, in which the company will 
drain hydraulic systems, empty tanks, remove hazardous 
materials, and nearly strip it bare. 

"Some of the equipment on Enterprise is going to be 
reused on other ships in the fleet, some of it will be 
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mothballed, some of it will be put into storage, some of it will 
be destroyed," Huntington Ingalls president and CEO Mike 
Petters said in a recent interview. 

The shipyard will leave the eight reactors on the ship, 
however. 

"Only Puget Sound Naval Station and Intermediate 
Maintenance Facility (in Bremerton) has the specialized 
equipment and expertise to package the reactor compartments 
for disposal and recycle the rest of the ship," says a Navy fact 
sheet on the Enterprise's inactivation and decommissioning 
process. 

The eight reactor components won't be junked in 
Bremerton. 

According to a Navy environmental assessment, the four 
pairs of compartments will be pulled onto barges, taken into 
the Pacific Ocean and then up the Columbia River, past 
Portland, Ore., and on to the Department of Energy's Hanford 
Site in the desert of southeast Washington. 

The U.S. government buries nuclear waste in trenches in 
Hanford, a small town that was cleared out to make way for a 
World War II-era nuclear production facility. 

The Long Tow To Bremerton 
Tugging an aircraft carrier without its own propulsion 

from Newport News to the Pacific Northwest requires heavy 
horsepower and a lot of patience, according to shipping and 
tug company professionals. 

"You're not gonna knock any fish out of the water towing 
a carrier," said Capt. J. Elliott Westall, a retired Navy tug 
captain and harbor pilot, and general manager and vice 
president of McAllister Towing's Norfolk office. 

Westall, who said he served in battle groups with the Big 
E, said towing smaller warships from San Francisco to 
Brownsville, Texas, through the Panama Canal, a much 
shorter voyage, took his company 54 days. 

With the Enterprise, he estimated, "it's gonna be all-ahead 
snail speed at 31/2, 4 knots … 5 tops," he said. Five knots 
works out to about 5.75 mph. 

Westall called the voyage — which would require 
accounting for storms, possible refueling of the tugboat, a 

crew change, and several hard-to-maneuver passages — "a 
logistical nightmare." 

Jonathan Platt, vice president of J.M. Martinac 
Shipbuilding Corp., a Tacoma, Wash., yard that builds 
tugboats, used softer language. 

"Going around the horn is always an entertaining trip and, 
to be honest, it's pretty nasty weather down there usually," 
Platt said, estimating it would take two large ocean-going tugs 
to handle the Enterprise. 

The cape in particular requires ships and boats to idle for 
long periods of time until they can pass safely. 

It provides narrow windows of opportunity for passage, 
Westall said. 

And for the entirety of the trip, he said, storms have the 
potential to add days to the tug: "In some cases you're just 
stemming the seas to try and ride them out, and when it's real 
bad you have to pull (your tow) to port." 

Big Tugs 
Platt said pulling the Enterprise would probably require 

two ocean-going tugs – boats that can be up to 170 feet long 
and 40 feet wide, with at least 10,000 horsepower. 

The tugs carry crews of five or six, he said, and "they'll 
probably leave Newport News, go for 3,000 miles or so, and 
put a new crew on the boat because that gets to be a really 
long ride." 

"You need big power for a big ship," said Westall. 
"You're talking 90 tons of bollard horsepower, bubba." 

Bollard horsepower measures the towing strength of a 
tugboat. 

And for some company, it could also be a big contract. 
The Navy does not have its own "towing vessel capable 

of safely towing a (nuclear carrier) so it will have to be 
contracted," said the Navy response to the Daily Press. 

Westall said only a few tug companies have the ships to 
compete for the tow, which is scheduled to happen in 2017. 
But he predicted the award would be worth big bucks. 

Whoever does the work, one thing is for sure, he said — 
"they're gonna have that picture of the Enterprise in their rear 
view mirror for a long time." 
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13. Navy Week: Fighter Pilots On An Aircraft Carrier 
(KLDT NBC SIOUX FALLS (SD) 27JUL 12) ... Jeff Rusack 

The jets are the main function of the USS John C. Stennis. 
“Everybody on the boat is here for the pilots flying,” said 

fighter pilot Joel Adolphson. 
And the pilots in the cockpits of the winged fighting 

machines say there's nothing like the first approach to a 
carrier. 

“I’m looking at the back of an aircraft carrier right now. 
This is kind of crazy. What am I doing here?” said fighter pilot 
Christopher Parrett. 

“You're focused and you're not paying attention to what 
the boat looks like or that there's the tower and there's people 
running around and there's jets all over,” sad Adolphson. 

These F-18s land with well under a thousand feet of 
runway. A 747 typically needs over a mile to land. 

“When you're standing on the aircraft carrier it looks 
pretty big but when you're flying, it doesn't look too big at 
all,” said Adolphson. 

As each pilot lands on the aircraft carrier they aim for the 
first of three arrest cables and as soon as they land they hit the 
gas. 

“If we don’t land and we miss the wires then we have 
plenty of power on the jet to go around and try again,” said 
Parrett. 

The pilots say when they do make it back on the carrier 
the feeling is hard to describe. 

“It's a rush of adrenaline,” said Parrett. “Your heart is 
racing and you're just thanking your lucky stars that my hook 
caught that wire.” 

But just like anything onboard an aircraft carrier it's all 
about the team, from the crews directing traffic on the deck. to 
the navigator finding the perfect weather for take offs and 
landings. 

“They're the main guys on this boat that make it all 
happen,” said Adolphson. 
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A high flying occupation that some wouldn't trade for 
anything. 

“I love my job so much that there's nothing else I would 
rather be doing,” said Parrett. 

A job like no other, in a place that's always on the move, 
the pilots aboard the USS John C. Stennis are just a few 
among thousands that make this aircraft carrier a ship ready to 
defend it's country. 

View Clip (RT: 1:57) 
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14. Texas Welcomes New Texan II Aircraft 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 27 JUL 12) ... Lt. John Supple, Chief of Naval Air Training Public Affairs 

CORPUS CHRISTI, Texas -- Naval Aviators and local 
leaders joined together aboard Naval Air Station Corpus 
Christi to welcome the newest training aircraft to Training Air 
Wing 4, July 26. 

The first two T-6B Texan II aircraft arrived in front of a 
hangar full of naval officers and guests, signaling the official 
start of the turnover from the T-34C Turbo Mentor to the T-6B 
for primary flight training at Training Air Wing 4. 

The event featured a fly-by of the new aircraft, arrival of 
the T-6Bs to the hangar, brief speeches, a cake cutting at the 
reception, and a demonstration of the T-6 simulators. Rear 
Adm. William Sizemore, the chief of Naval Air Training 
Command, served as the featured speaker. 

At the ceremony, Sizemore said that more than 30 years 
ago, the T-34C ushered the Navy air training from piston age 
into the jet age, and that the T-6B is another great 
advancement. 

"The all-digital T-6B is a quantum leap over the T-34C 
and is the perfect aircraft to train and introduce our future 
naval aviators to the digital age and all-glass cockpit aircraft 
already in our advance pipelines and in the fleet," Sizemore 
said. 

The T-6B, along with its state-of-the-art visual simulators 
and computer aided academics will enable the Navy to train 
naval aviators more efficiently, more effectively, and safer 
than ever before. And, while the simulators will not replace 
training in the air, it will complement and better prepare 
student naval aviators to make their airborne training more 
effective and more productive, explained Sizemore. 

Initially, the new aircraft will be used for training 
instructor pilots. Student pilots from Training Squadron 27 are 
expected to begin flying the new aircraft early next year. 
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15. Panel Urges More U.S. Ships In Pacific For Pivot To Asia 
Pentagon-commissioned report says the stakes are growing fast in South and South-east Asia 
(BLOOMBERG 28 JUL 12) ... David Lerman 

The Defense Department should move more ships to the 
Pacific and better define its strategy as it pivots toward Asia to 
counter a rising China, according to a report commissioned by 
the Pentagon. 

The U.S. should deploy a second Amphibious Ready 
Group of ships from the Atlantic to the Pacific to meet the 
requirements of the Marine Corps, the report made public 
yesterday recommends. It also calls for stationing at least one 
additional attack submarine in Guam. 

Congress required the Pentagon to obtain the independent 
assessment of U.S. Asia policy after President Barack Obama 
released a strategic plan in January that called for a 
"rebalancing" of military forces toward the Asia Pacific. The 
report by the Center for Strategic and International Studies 
found the military’s force posture "is heavily tilted toward 
Northeast Asia, to Korea and Japan" to focus on threats on the 
Korean peninsula and the Taiwan Strait. 

"As evidenced by recent Chinese activities in the South 
China Sea and throughout the Pacific islands, the stakes are 
growing fastest in South and Southeast Asia," the 
Washington- based group said. "To be successful, U.S. 
strategic rebalancing needs to do more in those areas." 

The report also said the Defense Department "has not 
adequately articulated the strategy behind its force posture 
planning nor aligned the strategy with resources in a way that 
reflects current budget realities." 

Budget Cuts 

That finding raises questions about whether the Pentagon 
is prepared to explain the need for increased resources in the 
Pacific when it’s facing as much as $1 trillion in cuts from 
planned spending over the next decade. 

John Hamre, the center’s president and chief executive 
officer, likened the need for a clear strategy toward Asia to the 
"remarkably consistent defense policy" that guided the U.S. 
during the Cold War. 

"We now need a comparable framework for the next 30 
years in Asia," Hamre, a former deputy defense secretary, 
wrote in a letter to Defense Secretary Leon Panetta 
accompanying the report. 

Leaders of the Senate Armed Services Committee, in a 
joint statement, said the report "raises a number of issues that 
are worthy of further consideration." 

Noting the report’s call for a more clearly stated strategy, 
Democratic Senators Carl Levin of Michigan and Jim Webb of 
Virginia and Republican John McCain of Arizona said, "This 
is particularly important as support for the resourcing of major 
overseas initiatives, in the current fiscal environment, will 
depend to a significant extent on a clear articulation of U.S. 
strategic imperatives and the manner in which the investments 
address them." 

Panetta, in his own written comments on the report, took 
exception to a few details, such as a recommendation to 
rotating fewer than 5,000 Marines to Guam. He said the 
Defense Department and the research group "are on common 
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ground in understanding the key challenges to and opportunities for U.S. interests in the Asia-Pacific region." 
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16. Indian Navy the 'Strategic Wild Card 
West views its extended reach as a 'stabilising power' in Indian Ocean 
(SINGAPORE STRAITS TIMES 30 JUL 12) ... Rahul Bedi 

NEW DELHI - India's navy is making waves as a 
formidable force, and not just within the country. The 
government's latest defence plan gives it the financial and 
doctrinal muscle to move from patrolling India's 'brown' 
coastal waters to operating farther afield in the Indian Ocean. 

The five-year defence plan for the period until 2017 aims 
to turn the smallest of India's three military forces into a 
service to be reckoned with - a move likely to be welcomed by 
Western nations. 

'The navy is steadily evolving from a brown-water force 
into a blue-water, long-range navy, and emerging as India's 
strategic wild card', said Vice-Admiral (Ret) Arun Kumar 
Singh. 

Consequently, navies such as those of Britain, France and 
the United States view India's navy as a 'stabilising' power in 
the Indian Ocean, and one with which they want a closer 
working relationship, because its operational reach straddles 
important sea lanes through which international commercial 
traffic passes. 

The navy believes this emerging capability will 'catapult' 
it into a significant role and make it a major force in the 
region. 

According to the Maritime Capability Perspective Plan, it 
will also police the seas off India's coastline and counter 
piracy and marine terrorism abroad, which it has already been 
doing off the Somalian coast. 

It plans to enlarge its inventory significantly so it can 
operate effectively in its primary area of responsibility, which 
extends from the East African coast to the Strait of Hormuz 
and the South China Sea. Fleet expansions will include stealth 
frigates, destroyers and fighter aircraft. 

Navy officials said that by the end of the 13th Five-Year 
Defence Plan in 2022, the force structure would include 162 
networked platforms - both imported and locally designed and 
built - up from around 135 at present. 

The navy also aims to further national interests by 
'dominating' crucial sea lanes of communication (SLOCs) in 
the Indian Ocean. This move will safeguard India's economic 
security and the transport of materials from West Asia to meet 
its energy needs. 

Seaborne trade accounts for some 90 per cent of India's 
foreign trade in volume and 75 per cent in value. Oil and gas 
are the most crucial ingredients. 

Moreover, the navy's policing role gives it diplomatic and 
security leverage with East African littorals and Asian states 
such as Japan, Vietnam and South Korea. Many others are 
equally dependent on Indian Ocean SLOCs for their trade and 
energy imports. 

The navy's defence plan reiterated its aim to influence the 
outcome of land battles from the sea and undertake operations 
that are not just military. 

Examples include anti-piracy missions such as the 
ongoing operations in the Gulf of Aden, relief and rescue 
operations in times of natural disasters, and the evacuation of 
Indian citizens in distress - a mission it undertook recently in 
Libya. 

Over the next decade, the force structure will include 
networked missile destroyers and frigates centred around at 
least two aircraft carrier battle groups - one for each coast and 
possibly a third in reserve. 

These assets will be supplemented by conventional and 
nuclear submarines as well as fixed air-wing and rotary assets 
that will more than double in number to around 350 to 400 by 
2022. 

Logistics support ships to enhance sustainability and 
reach, troop ships for expeditionary missions, assorted drones 
and varied medium-sized and smaller platforms for coastal 
operations will complete the makeover. 

'Indian strategic thinking is shifting from a land-locked 
construct to a maritime-oriented strategy that considers the 
crucial importance of energy security,' said Brigadier (Ret) 
Arun Sahgal of the Delhi-based Institute of National Security 
Studies. 

The navy has 46 ships and submarines on order, 43 of 
which are being built locally. The remaining three warships 
are under construction or undergoing trials in Russia. 

Defence Minister A.K. Antony declared in May that the 
navy would induct five new warships a year for the next six to 
seven years to bolster its force levels. 

Return to Index 
 

17. Australia Defense Minister Defends Military Spending Cuts 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 29 JUL 12) 

SYDNEY — Australian Defence Minister Stephen Smith 
on July 29 defended military spending cuts, saying the belt-
tightening would not impact overseas operations or those with 
key ally the United States. 

Canberra announced in May that it would slash Aus$5.5 
billion (U.S. $5.76 billion) from its defense budget as part of 
sweeping government cuts, deferring or scrapping jet and 
weapons deliveries and sacking 1,000 staff. 

Smith said he had spoken with U.S. Defense Secretary 
Leon Panetta on three occasions about the cuts, which do not 

involve cutting military personnel numbers or overseas 
operations, most recently last week. 

“And he is absolutely convinced, as I am, that the cuts 
that we have made in our defense program continue to protect 
our long-term capability but most importantly don’t have any 
adverse consequences for our overseas operations,” he told 
ABC TV. “And don’t have any adverse implications for what 
we are doing with the United States, our enhanced practical 
cooperation, whether that’s (U.S.) marines in Darwin or the 
prospect of enhanced aviation access to our airbases in the 
Northern Territory.” 
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Australia has about 1,500 troops serving in Afghanistan 
as well as peacekeeping deployments in East Timor and the 
Solomon Islands, and is set to become a critical regional ally 
of the United States in the Asia-Pacific. About 2,500 U.S. 
Marines are to be stationed in northern Australia by 2016-17 
under a military deal signed with U.S. President Barack 
Obama last year. 

“We both share a view, which is we would both like to be 
spending more as far as defense is concerned, but we are both 
facing these economic and fiscal constraints,” Smith said of 
his talks with Panetta. 

Smith rejected the idea that Australia was “taking a free 
ride” on Washington when it came to defense, saying the 
nation continued to be in the top 13 or 14 military spenders. 

“In Afghanistan, for example, we are the 10th largest 
contributor, we are the largest non-NATO contributor and we 
are the third-largest special forces contributor,” he said. “And 
we’re also the country in our part of the world most active in 
enhancing our practical cooperation with the United States as 
the United States rebalances into the Pacific.” 

Smith said as Australian forces were drawn down in 
Afghanistan, and with the prospect of troops leaving the 
Solomon Islands and East Timor, the defense ministry would 
review developments in a white paper to be delivered next 
year. 
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18. Panetta Sidesteps Issue Of Israel’s Plans On Iran 
(NEW YORK TIMES 30 JUL 12) ... Elisabeth Bumiller 

TUNIS — Defense Secretary Leon E. Panetta said 
Sunday that he did not think Israel had yet made a decision to 
strike Iran, but that his goal in meeting with the Israeli 
leadership this week was to strengthen ties with the United 
States “so that we can be fully prepared to deal with any 
contingency that may happen.” 

Mr. Panetta made his comments to reporters on his plane 
as he headed to Tunis, Tunisia’s capital, the first stop on a 
five-day trip to North Africa and the Middle East. He is to 
meet on Tuesday and Wednesday in Jerusalem with Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and Defense Minister Ehud 
Barak. 

Mr. Panetta sidestepped questions on whether he would 
urge Israel not to attack Iran, as Obama administration 
officials have privately counseled Israel over many months. 
He instead cast the Obama administration’s consultations with 
Israel over how to stop Iran’s nuclear program as close and 
unified. 

They are, at the very least, frequent: Mr. Panetta is the 
most recent in a parade of administration officials to visit 
Israel in the past three weeks, among them Secretary of State 
Hillary Rodham Clinton; Thomas E. Donilon, the national 
security adviser; John O. Brennan, the counterterrorism chief; 
and assorted officials from the State Department, Pentagon 
and White House. 

The visits have effectively served to sandwich in Mitt 
Romney, the presumptive Republican presidential nominee, 
who was in Jerusalem on Sunday, two and a half weeks after 
Mrs. Clinton, five days after Mr. Brennan and two days before 
Mr. Panetta. 

On Israel, Mr. Panetta said, “My view is that they have 
not made any decisions with regards to Iran, and they continue 
to support the international effort to bring pressure against Iran 
to pull back from their efforts to develop their nuclear 
capability.” 

He declared that Israel and the international community 
were united in the view that economic sanctions on Iran were 
effective, and he declined to comment on Mr. Netanyahu’s 
remarks on Sunday to Mr. Romney that the sanctions were not 
working. 

Mr. Panetta also declined to comment on a remark by Dan 
Senor, a senior adviser to Mr. Romney, that if Israel acted 
against Iran on its own, Mr. Romney “would respect that 
decision.” 

“I’m just not going to get into that game of commenting 
on what candidates do,” Mr. Panetta said. “As secretary of 
defense, I have a responsibility to defend the security of our 
country, and in order to do that I have to have the support of 
both Democrats and Republicans.” 

He did acknowledge Israel’s right to act on its own. “We 
respect their sovereignty and their ability to make decisions 
with their own security,” he said, repeating a standard 
administration stance. But he did not tie the administration’s 
respect for Israel’s sovereignty directly to a possible Israeli 
attack on Iran. 

On Syria, Mr. Panetta told reporters that helicopter 
gunship attacks on civilians in the city of Aleppo by President 
Bashar al-Assad’s government were “another tragic example 
of the kind of indiscriminate violence that the Assad regime 
has committed against its own people” and that “it ultimately 
will be a nail in Assad’s coffin.” He offered no details, but 
said the United States was working with countries in the 
region to try to secure Syria’s large stockpiles of chemical and 
biological weapons. The Obama administration says it is not 
providing direct military aid to the Syrian opposition. 

In Tunisia — where the Arab Spring revolts began when a 
fruit vendor set himself on fire in December 2010 to protest 
police harassment and the lack of economic opportunities — 
Mr. Panetta will meet with President Moncef Marzouki and 
Prime Minister Hamadi Jebali, and start talks on American 
military support in the volatile region. “They have concerns 
about how to deal with Al Qaeda,” Mr. Panetta said. 

He will also visit Jordan and Egypt. Administration 
officials continue to prod Egypt’s military to hand over 
authority to a civilian government. The transition has been 
chaotic, and the Pentagon, which has close ties to Egypt’s 
generals, has been central in the so-far unsuccessful effort to 
persuade the military to give up its political powers. “We 
strongly support an orderly, peaceful, legitimate transition to a 
democratic system of government,” he said. 
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19. Iran Preparing To Strike U.S. Warships? 
(CNN 27 JUL 12) ... Candy Crowley and Barbara Starr 

Alarming signs that Iran may again be flexing its military 
muscle in the face of the United States. The Washington Post 
reports today the country is gaining new capabilities to strike 
at U.S. warships in the Persian Gulf. It cites officials who say 
the new systems are boosting Iran's confidence they could 
quickly damage or destroy U.S. ships if hostilities erupt. 

CNN Pentagon correspondent Barbara Starr is working 
that story which we’ll get to in a second. But first, Barbara, 
you’re getting some new information just now on U.S. 
strategy concerning Syria. 

Barbara Starr: Indeed, Candy. I’ve just spoken to a 
senior U.S. official who confirms to us that the U.S. as well as 
some of the allies, but the U.S., has stepped up its contacts 
with the opposition forces in recent weeks. And this U.S. 
official says also the U.S. is playing what he calls more of an 
advisory role with the opposition. 

This may begin to point the way towards how the 
opposition is making at least some of the gains that it appears 
to be making. The official says more vetting of opposition 
forces, more advising them how to achieve their goals more 
quickly. By all accounts, the at least overt U.S. effort still falls 
short of arming the opposition. 

No arms coming from the United States government, at 
least of course, not officially, but certainly stepping up 
contacts with them. The key question on the table, Candy, 
though, is what happens if Assad falls to the Syrian military, 
the Syrian government structure, will it hold? Does the U.S. 
want it to hold? You remember all about Iraq when the army 
collapsed. 

Crowley: And Barbara, if I could just take advantage of 
your expertise here and turn back to Iran, it sounds from those 
reports out of The Washington Post that the U.S. Navy may be 
a sitting duck or at least Iran has an interest in making it seem 
so. 

Starr: Well, indeed. You know, that Washington Post 
story really laid out the potential vulnerabilities of the U.S. 
Navy to attack by Iran in the Gulf, but how vulnerable is the 
navy? Let’s have a bit of a reality check here on both sides of 
it. 

You know, the navy sends aircraft carriers into the 
Persian Gulf all the time. Huge, huge ships. But they are not 
defenseless by any means. I wanted to run people through 
some of the things that these carriers have on board. Sea 
sparrow anti-aircraft and anti-missile capability to be able to 
counter any Iranian missiles coming at them. 

The Phalanx, that’s a radar guided gun that can shoot at 
any small Iranian boats coming at them. Another missile 
system called the Rolling Airframe. It can attack anti-ship 
cruise missiles. In other words, if the Iranians shoot cruise 
missiles at an aircraft carrier. And secondly, of course, the 
Navy also has cruisers, destroyers, equipped with Aegis radars 
that can see 360 degrees around them. 

Submarines, small ships, minesweepers, there’s a lot of 
Navy capability. There’s a lot of concern about the Iranians, 
however. They are working on advanced systems, make no 
mistake, Candy. 

Barbara Starr, thanks for the reality check. Appreciate it 
from the Pentagon tonight. 

Return to Index 
 

20. Russian Navy Chief Says His Country Is Studying A Base In Cuba 
The head of Moscow’s Navy says he's interested in a port in Cuba for maintenance and assistance. 
(MIAMI HERALD 28 JUL 12) ... Juan O. Tamayo 

A statement by the head of the Russian Navy that his 
country is considering establishing a naval facility in Cuba 
underlined the warming relations between the former Cold 
War allies but sparked little initial concern in the United 
States. 

Vice Admiral Viktor Chirkov said Russia is “studying the 
creation of points for assistance and technical maintenance in 
Cuba, the Republic of Seychelles and Vietnam,” the state-run 
news agency RIA Novosti reported Friday. 

Talks with those countries on the facilities began “some 
years back” added Chirkov. 

His comments reflected the Russian government’s 
campaign to expand its naval presence around the globe, first 
announced in 2010 by then-President Dmitri Medvedev, said 
Alvaro Alba, a Miami-based analyst on Cuban-Russian 
relations. 

The former Soviet Union had 16 navy bases abroad, but 
Russia now has two. One is a major base in Sebastopol, in 
Ukraine’s Crimean Peninsula, and the other is more of a repair 
and resupply facility in the Syrian port of Tartus. 

“There is more than a bit of smoke and mirrors here. The 
nuisance value to show to the U.S. that the Russians still 
matter is much more important than any real naval interest,” 
said Hal Klepak, a Canadian expert on the Cuban military. 
“The Russian Navy is in no position to even show the flag 

effectively in the Americas, much less actually do power 
projection of any relevant kind.” 

Alba also said he did not believe Chirkov’s comments 
would cause much concern. U.S. Navy warships held joint 
maneuvers with the Russian destroyer Admiral Chabanenko 
off the coast of Virginia last year, he said. 

Jaime Suchlicki, head of the Institute for Cuban and 
Cuban American Studies at the University of Miami, noted 
that Russian President Vladimir Putin “has not been 
particularly friendly” to the United States. 

But while any major power would want to have naval 
bases abroad, Suchlicki added, the Russians “have not 
accepted that they are not a major power any more.” 

The Pentagon also seemed unexcited, with spokesman 
George Little saying that Moscow has a right to promote its 
interests around the world, the AFP news agency reported. 
“We also have a strong interest in good military relations with 
the Russians.” 

Suchlicki added that Russia also has been expressing 
interest for the past two to three years in reopening the Soviet 
Union’s Lourdes Base near Havana, an electronic spying 
outpost that Putin shut down in 2001. 

Putin at the same time shut down Russia’s base in 
Vietnam’s Cam Ranh Bay — also a former U.S. base during 
the Vietnam War — reportedly to make a friendly gesture 
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toward Washington and cut costs following the economic 
chaos under Boris Yeltsin. 

Elected to a third presidential term in March, Putin has 
complained that the Obama administration supported the 
Moscow street protesters who alleged widespread fraud in the 
vote. 

The Soviet Union and Cuba were the tightest of allies 
during the Cold War, with Moscow sending Havana annual 
subsidies of $4 billion to $6 billion to prop up the lone 
communist government in the Western hemisphere. 

Relations cooled after the disappearance of the Soviet 
Union in the early 1990s, but began warming against after 
Cuban ruler Raúl Castro, a known admirer of Russia, 
succeeded his brother Fidel Castro unofficially in 2006 and 
officially in 2008. 

Raúl Castro visited Moscow earlier this month, at the end 
of a lengthy tour of China and Vietnam, for what news media 
reports described as meetings on bilateral relations, including 
improvements in military cooperation. 

Medvedev visited Havana in 2008 and the Chabanenko 
and two support ships docked there a month later at the end of 
a tour of Venezuela and Panama. 

The next year, the chief of the Russian military’s General 
Staff, Gen. Nikolai Y. Makarov, visited Cuba along with the 
head of Russian military intelligence. Makarov was quoted as 
saying he and Raúl Castro discussed “issues of military-
technical and military cooperation, primarily associated with 
the studies of Cuban specialists in Russia.” 
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21. Russia Seeks Sea Power With Decrepit Fleet 
Base expansion likely an empty threat 
(WASHINGTON TIMES 29 JUL 12) ... Rowan Scarborough 

Russia’s boast that it plans to extend its naval forces to 
bases in Cuba, the Seychelles and Vietnam poses little 
strategic threat to U.S. interests in Latin America, the Indian 
Ocean or the Pacific, analysts say. 

It is more a political move than a military one, as 
President Vladimir Putin continues to contest American 
supremacy, particularly during the Syrian crisis. 

The Russian fleet may number 300 ships, about the same 
as the U.S. Navy, but its aging warships are less advanced 
than America’s high-powered guided-missile cruisers and 
destroyers. The Kremlin owns only one operational aircraft 
carrier, as opposed to Washington’s 11 nuclear-powered 
carriers and strike groups that comprise what is called a “blue-
water” navy able to operate far from home. 

Moscow deploys few ships outside its waters, while the 
Pentagon stations a quarter of the fleet at sea at any one time. 

“Russia is trying to punch above its weight in world 
affairs, trying to pretend it is a major world power when it is 
in fact a state in [a] declining strategic circumstance,” said 
James Russell, an instructor at the Naval Postgraduate School 
in Monterey, Calif. 

“The declaration of wanting more navy bases, a 
throwback to the 1970s and 1980s, is just another example. 
The Soviets never had a real blue-water power-projection 
capability, and neither does Russia.” 

‘Grand Pronouncements’ 
Russia’s top naval officer, Vice Adm. Viktor Chirkov, 

told the country’s RIA news agency Friday that Moscow is 
holding talks to put naval bases in Cuba, Vietnam and the 
Indian Ocean island nation of Seychelles. Russia operates only 
one overseas base — a strategically important one in the port 
city of Tartus, Syria. 

“It is true. We are working on the deployment of Russian 
naval bases outside Russian territory,” he said. 

Naval sources note that Russian navy leaders have 
boasted before about goals such as fielding more aircraft 
carriers, but the declarations were unfulfilled. 

“Russia has made a series of grand pronouncements about 
engagement in this region, and the words end up outpacing the 
deeds,” said P.J. Crowley, a former top spokesman for the 
State Department. “But clearly Putin is fighting the perception 

that Russia is no longer a global power, only a regional power, 
and is trying to restore some trappings of Russia’s past.” 

The only way Mr. Putin can project power is with his 
navy and perhaps some permanent ports of call. 

“Putin would like to do it because right now the navy is 
the only force that he has to demonstrate Russia is still a world 
power,” said Norman Polmar, a naval analyst and author of 
several books about the Russian navy. 

“He can’t send the army anywhere. He can’t send his 
airplanes anywhere without over-flight rights, and people 
don’t like to let military planes fly over their countries.” 

Russia already has been using its navy to send signals 
against the U.S. Last year, it dispatched a nuclear-powered 
cruiser task force to Venezuela, where President Hugo Chavez 
has made alliances with Iran and China and sees himself as an 
irritant to U.S. interests in Latin America. Russian ships also 
have been showing up in Cuba, another U.S. foe. 

“I look at this as Putin attempting to demonstrate that 
Russia is still a major world political-military player,” Mr. 
Polmar said. 

“I think it is important to point out, it is both political and 
military. A Russian base in Cuba and a couple of destroyers 
that visit there regularly are no military threat to us of any 
kind. So it is primarily political.” 

He said the Russian navy “is in very poor shape because 
of finances.” 

“It has very few ships that are operational. Very few 
submarines that are operational. Everything is behind 
schedule, all of their new construction. The country was for 
several years essentially bankrupt after the fall of the Soviet 
Union. The shipyards fell into disrepair. All of the services fell 
into disrepair,” Mr. Polmar added. 

Mr. Russell said the problem is worsened by corruption. 
Money meant for the government is siphoned off by organized 
crime. 

“The country’s balance sheet looks good right now 
because it has lots of oil and natural gas, but the profit from 
this bonanza is being looted by the organized crime-
apparatchik kleptocracy that is ruling the country,” he said. 

“Much of the money is just being stolen and not being 
invested in the people and the state. If it didn’t have nuclear 
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weapons, why would anyone take Russia seriously today, 
except in a negative sense?” 

‘Ordinary Workhorses’ 
Earlier this year, RIA Novosti ran a frank assessment of 

Russia’s beleaguered navy, saying the fleet is made up of 
“ordinary workhorses.” 

“The Russian Navy is not obsessed with grand-scale 
projects or the ‘de facto global standard’ strike groups of 
heavy ocean-going ships deployed around nuclear aircraft 
carriers,” a Russian naval analyst wrote. 

“Even at its height, the Soviet Union failed to live up to 
that standard with reasons ranging from weaknesses in 
industry and ship-repair facilities to the varying rants of top 
military and defense-industry leadership. The Russian Navy 
orders simple and ordinary workhorses for the sea. When a 
large number of ships was decommissioned in the 1990s [the 
nonstrategic portion], it left a big gap in the country’s naval 
forces.” 

Today, Mr. Putin sees a U.S. Navy that dominates the 
world’s key regions — the Mediterranean Sea, the Persian 
Gulf, the Arabian Sea, the Indian Ocean and the Pacific Ocean 

— while his sea power increasingly is built around territorial 
defense, plus the nuclear capability of submarines to strike the 
United States. 

“Very few Russian ships are out of coastal waters at any 
given time,” Mr. Polmar said. 

Mr. Putin, in his third term as president, has made 
confronting Washington a priority. He opposed NATO 
intervention in Libya and now is blunting Western efforts to 
put pressure on Syrian President Bashar Assad to step down. 

Russia and China have vetoed three U.N. Security 
Council resolutions calling for tougher measures against Mr. 
Assad. Mr. Putin also continued to send attack helicopters to 
Damascus. It drew a rebuke from Secretary of State Hillary 
Rodham Clinton, who had made a “reset” in relations with 
Moscow a chief priority. 

An exasperated Victoria Nuland, State Department 
spokeswoman, could not explain Mr. Putin’s motives. 

“I’m so not going to speak for what Russia and China 
want,” she said. “I’m going to let them speak for themselves 
because, frankly, it’s not so clear at the moment.” 

Return to Index 
 
 

PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
22. James D. Watkins Dies At 85; Retired Admiral Led AIDS, Ocean Panels 
Adm. James D. Watkins rose to chief naval officer during his 37-year naval career. Under Reagan, he led a 
commission on AIDS that produced a widely praised report. He was secretary of Energy under George H.W. 
Bush. 
(LOS ANGELES TIMES 29 JUL 12) ... Valerie J. Nelson 

Navy Adm. James D. Watkins was considered "an 
unlikely hero" after he was called out of retirement in 1987 to 
accomplish what many considered a near-impossible task — 
taking over the leadership of an embattled and divided 
presidential commission on AIDS. 

A former chief of naval operations, Watkins was a deeply 
religious Roman Catholic father of six who had once called 
the military's ban on homosexuals "a sound policy." Yet he 
was also known as an independent and analytical thinker. 

Asked by the Reagan administration to formulate a 
national strategy to deal with the AIDS epidemic, the 
commission united under Watkins' new leadership, releasing a 
1988 report that was widely praised for its ambitious 
healthcare initiatives and its compassion. 

"It was vintage Jim Watkins," Adm. William J. Crowe Jr., 
then chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, told The Times in 
1988. "He learned everything he could about it, analyzed it, 
then divided it up into manageable areas. It's just the kind of 
thing he does so well." 

Watkins, 85, who was secretary of Energy under 
President George H.W. Bush, died Thursday at his home in 
Alexandria, Va. He had been in declining health in recent 
years, said his brother, John. 

After taking charge of the Energy Department in 1989, 
Watkins launched the first program to clean up pollution at the 
nation's nuclear plants and spearheaded the administration's 
energy legislation. 

Bush acknowledged choosing Watkins in part because of 
a background in nuclear energy that included serving under 
Adm. Hyman Rickover, who guided the Navy's development 

of nuclear propulsion in the early 1970s. The two grew close, 
and when Rickover died in 1986 Watkins gave the eulogy. 

"The Navy changed me," Watkins told The Times in 
1988. "Rickover had an intense interest in getting involved 
with the best and the brightest, and he drove it very hard.... He 
got me to understand the importance of education and doing 
everything you can to measure up to your God-given 
potential." 

At the Energy Department, Watkins also developed a 10-
point plan to strengthen environmental protection and waste 
management activities in the agency, and instituted policy 
designed to decrease American dependence on foreign oil. He 
left the post in 1993. 

During his 37-year naval career, he rose to chief naval 
officer and was known for developing a maritime strategy for 
dealing with the Soviet Union and for improving the lives of 
those serving in the Navy and their families, according to 
Jonathan Greenert, chief of naval operations. 

"Watkins was an innovative thinker," Greenert said, "who 
pushed our Navy forward." 

The sixth of seven children, James David Watkins was 
born March 7, 1927, at home in Alhambra. 

His grandfather George Clinton Ward was president of 
Southern California Edison in the early 1930s, and his father, 
Edward Francis Watkins, owned the Southern California 
Winery Co. and grew grapes in what is now San Marino. After 
losing his ranch during Prohibition, his father went to work for 
Edison. 
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James Watkins once said his mother, Louise, was a 
woman 30 years ahead of her time. In 1938, she 
unsuccessfully sought the Republican nomination for Senate. 

After receiving a bachelor's degree from the U.S. Naval 
Academy in 1949, Watkins served on submarines during the 
Korean and Vietnam wars. In 1958, he earned a master's 
degree in mechanical engineering from the U.S. Naval 
Postgraduate School in Monterey. 

By the late 1970s, Watkins was commander of the 6th 
Fleet and in the early 1980s served as commander in chief of 
the Pacific Fleet. 

At the Pentagon, he was known as a free, if conservative, 
spirit who was nicknamed "Radio Free Watkins." 

"He was strong. If you told him something, you better 
have done your homework," said John, who is his last 
surviving sibling and lives in Pasadena. "He would listen, but 
you better know what you were talking about." 

In 2001, Watkins began chairing another presidential 
commission, with a mandate to establish a comprehensive 
national ocean policy. Three years later, the grim report by the 

U.S. Commission on Ocean Policy gave nearly 200 
recommendations to President George W. Bush. They 
included urging the government to curtail pollution and 
control coastal development to nurse ailing waters back to 
health. 

"Everyone agrees the oceans are in trouble," Watkins told 
The Times in 2004, referring to the 16 panel members. "We 
know if we don't get moving now, in 10 years we may not be 
able to recover." 

In 1950, he married Sheila Jo McKinney, the daughter of 
a rear admiral. Her career, she later said, was to follow her 
husband around the world and raise their six children, often 
alone while moving 32 times during his Navy years. She died 
of cancer at 67 in 1996. 

Watkins' survivors include his wife of 12 years, Janet; six 
children from his first marriage, Katherine Coopersmith, 
Laura Jo Kauffmann, Charles Watkins, Susan Watkins, James 
D. Watkins Jr. and Edward Watkins; 11 grandchildren; and 
four great-grandchildren. 
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23. Job Application Changes Focus On Sea Duty Manning 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 27 JUL 12) ... Naval Personnel Command Public Affairs 

MILLINGTON, Tenn. -- The Navy announced changes to 
their enlisted distribution system in Career Management 
System Interactive Detailing (CMS/ID) in a message released 
July 26. 

CMS/ID is the interactive system that Sailors use to apply 
and negotiate for orders. 

These changes to CMS/ID are part of the Navy's 
coordinated effort to aggressively address gaps at sea and 
place Sailors with the right experience levels and skill sets into 
high-priority Fleet billets. 

According to NAVADMIN 226/12, the way in which 
billets are advertised in CMS/ID is changing. Beginning with 
the August 2012 CMS/ID cycle, a single set of sea and shore 
billets, prioritized by U.S. Fleet Forces Command, U.S. 
Pacific Fleet and Navy Personnel Command to reflect the 
highest-priority Fleet billets, will be advertised. Detailers will 
fill all advertised billets each cycle. 

"Navy is implementing changes to distribution policies, 
procedures and systems to increase sea duty manning and 
assignment predictability to provide the right Sailor, with the 
right mix of skills and experience, at the right time for 
operational readiness," said Rear Adm. Tony Kurta, director 
of Military Plans and Policy. "Fleet readiness will be the 
ultimate factor in filling assignments and this change ensures 
the highest-priority requirements are filled." 

Sailors who are in their CMS/ID negotiation window will 
still be able to apply for five jobs from the advertised list in 

their rating and paygrade. Since detailers will fill all billets 
advertised every month, it is important for Sailors to use all 
five of their application opportunities in CMS/ID. 

"History shows that Sailors rarely apply for more than 
two advertised jobs," Kurta explained. "Those who make all 
five choices will have a better chance of being detailed to one 
of their desired assignments." 

Sailors entering into their CMS/ID negotiation window 
should apply early and often to ensure their preferences are 
relayed to the detailers. Sailors should provide their input each 
month during the negotiation process on CMS/ID or via direct 
contact with their detailer. According to the message, since all 
billets will be filled, detailers may have to select a Sailor for a 
job they did not volunteer for. Sailors nearing the end of their 
negotiation window are more likely to be assigned to jobs for 
which they have not applied. 

Sailors are encouraged to speak with command career 
counselors to understand changes to CMS/ID, and to consider 
applying for the Voluntary Sea Duty Program before they 
enter the normal order negotiation window if they have 
specific desires for geographic location. 

"Leadership involvement and aggressive and thorough 
Career Development Boards (CDBs) will be key to the success 
of these changes," Kurta emphasized. "Sailors should be made 
aware of how these changes and the needs of the Navy will 
affect them when looking at future assignments." 
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24. Limited Directed Detailing Initiative to Help Fill Critical Needs at Sea 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 27 JUL 12) ... Chief of Naval Personnel Public Affairs 

WASHINGTON -- In order to meet the near-term critical 
manning needs of the Fleet, the Navy will curtail shore duty 
for select Sailors that have the required skills needed at sea, 
Navy officials announced in NAVADMIN 227/12, released 
July 26. 

This Limited Directed Detailing initiative is part of the 
Navy's coordinated effort to aggressively address gaps at sea 
and place Sailors with the right experience levels and skill sets 
into high-priority Fleet billets. 

To respond to real-world events, Navy deployment 
schedules have changed, resulting in a greater need to quickly 
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fill near-term, critical billets afloat. To meet this need, during 
the next few months the Navy will detail selected Sailors back 
to operational sea duty early. The limited directed detailing 
initiative will target between 200-400 Sailors who have the 
required skills, leadership and experience needed at sea now to 
improve manning on Navy's imminent deployers. 

"We're working aggressively to fulfill the demand signal 
from the Fleet to achieve fit and to match Sailors with the 
right skill sets in sea-going billets," said Chief of Naval 
Personnel Vice Adm. Scott R. Van Buskirk. "We use a variety 
of long-term and voluntary initiatives to support our sea-going 
force. Now, while these actions begin to take traction, we've 
determined that we need to take additional measures to reduce 
these gaps at sea. Limited directed detailing is meant to be an 
interim policy to further improve fleet manning and readiness 
by filling critical jobs at sea with the right Sailors. In most 
ratings, this action will only impact a few Sailors." 

Under the limited directed detailing initiative, Sailors who 
have completed a minimum of 24 months on shore duty may 
be contacted by their detailer and directed back to a sea duty 
assignment prior to their projected rotation date. 

Sailors who have been on shore duty the longest will 
generally be considered first for limited directed detailing. 
Whenever possible, geographic stability will be maintained if 
desired by the selected Sailor. Additionally, Sailors who are 
impacted by this directed detailing initiative will receive lump 
sum monetary compensation. 

Sailors that already possess a required Navy Enlisted 
Classification (NEC) will be chosen for directed detailing 
unless training is available and can be completed prior to the 
Sailor's required reporting date. While no shore commands or 
specific billets are exempt from limited directed detailing, 
Sailors currently filling selected billets or assigned to certain 
commands will be considered after all others, as specified in 
NAVADMIN 227/12. 
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25. Chief Petty Officer Selectee Leadership Course Ready For 2012 Induction Season 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 27 JUL 12) ... Susan Henson, Center for Personal and Professional Development Public Affairs 

VIRGINIA BEACH, Va. -- A new Chief Petty Officer 
Selectee Leadership Course (CPOSLC) will be available for 
this year's CPO Induction Season, Master Chief Petty Officer 
of the Navy (MCPON) (SS/SW) Rick D. West said July 27. 

"Our Navy chief petty officer community is excited about 
this new training," said West. 

"CPPD worked extremely hard to put together a good 
product that prepares selectees for the diverse responsibilities 
that come with our anchors. This combination of critical case 
studies, fundamental program awareness and practical 
knowledge will give selectees a solid foundation and help 
develop cohesion within the mess that is so instrumental in 
everything we do. Hooyah to the team that worked behind the 
scenes to bring it to reality ... their efforts are going to have a 
lasting and positive impact on CPO leadership across the 
Fleet," West added. 

The Center for Personal and Professional Development 
(CPPD) developed the course based on the results of a three-
day Human Performance Requirements Review (HPRR) 
Board conducted in October 2011. 

The HPRR board's members consisted of 45 senior 
enlisted leaders from across the fleet that included U.S. Fleet 
Forces Command Fleet Master Chief (AW/NAC) Mike 
Stevens, who has been selected to serve as the 13th MCPON, 
and Naval Surface Force, U.S. Atlantic Fleet's Force Master 
Chief (SW/AW) James Williams. The board reviewed the 
previous Chief Selectee Training course to identify 
redundancies and overlaps of training, gaps in the objectives, 
and student learning strategies to align the new training with 
identified and validated requirements for CPO selectees. 

The result was a complete revision of the course that now 
features an array of facilitation techniques to make the training 
more interactive and effective. 

"CPOSLC is designed to prepare chief petty officer 
selectees as they transition into their new role," said CPPD 
Commanding Officer Capt. J. P. Newcomer, who was also a 
chief prior to being commissioned. "Each chief plays a unique 
role within the command and the organizational structure. The 
chief is the senior technical expert, manager of enlisted 

personnel and linchpin between officer and enlisted personnel. 
This course provides training on a series of duties, leadership 
themes and additional concepts that support and reinforce the 
critical duties of a CPO." 

The course was developed over a five-month time frame 
and piloted in May at CPPD Learning Site Dam Neck, in 
Virginia Beach. Eight first-year chiefs served as students, and 
a team of three senior chiefs and a chief were the facilitators. 

"The students unanimously agreed that this course was 
better than the one they received last year," said Master Chief 
Ship's Serviceman (SW/AW) Leon Hazley, CPOSLC course 
manager. "They liked the scenarios and the group discussions 
because it allowed them to give their opinions and share their 
experiences with each other." 

While the previous course consisted of two phases, the 
new course has 14 topics divided into three units. It includes 
content such as leading and managing a division as a chief; 
mentoring and supporting junior officers; communicating 
effectively within the chain of command; and executing the 
expectations of your leadership triad, said Hazley. 

Senior Chief Engineman (SW/PJ/DV) Ronald Shasky, 
lead facilitator for the CPOSLC pilot said, "The course is 
more interactive than the former version. There are group 
discussions, brainstorming activities, role plays, and a case 
study that will require students to rely on everything they've 
learned over the duration of the course to adequately resolve 
the issues presented in the study." 

Hazley said the revision of the course afforded the chief's 
mess the ability to leverage its vast experience and deckplate 
leadership to add realism and relevancy to the course. "We 
infused the course with constant interaction between the CPO 
facilitators and selectees to give the students opportunities to 
draw on the experiences of their Shipmates in the Chief's Mess 
to fully prepare them to transition into the role of 'the chief.'" 

Because the content is more facilitator based, selectees 
are able to exercise skills they learn immediately rather than 
listening in a traditional classroom setting and trying to recall 
the lessons later, said Shasky. "The students were highly 
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motivated throughout the entire three-day course. Their 
engagement level and energy were phenomenal." 

Hazley said that upon completion of the pilot, CPOSLC 
underwent a series of subject matter expert reviews by fleet 
and forces master chiefs, and West gave final approval for the 
course. 

Per Naval Administrative Message (NAVADMIN) 
272/08, this training is mandatory for all chief petty officer 
selectees and is to be completed prior to pinning. The course is 
available for download on Navy Knowledge Online as of July 
27. Copies of the course will also be mailed out to all ships 
and commands outside the United States beginning July 30. 
Commands experiencing difficulties downloading the training 

will be allowed to use previously distributed training for this 
year only. 

CPPD is the Navy's learning center of excellence that 
equips Sailors to think critically, act responsibly, and lead 
proactively through the Navy's voluntary education program 
as well as a wide range of personal and professional 
development courses and materials, including Navy instructor 
training, alcohol and drug awareness program training, suicide 
prevention, Bearings classes, and Personal Responsibility and 
Values Education and Training (PREVENT) classes, and 
General Military Training (GMT). CPPD's leadership training 
is delivered throughout a Sailor's career via command-
delivered enlisted leadership training material and officer 
leadership courses in a schoolhouse setting. 
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26. Naval Hospital's New CO Makes Popular Changes 
(JACKSONVILLE (NC) DAILY NEWS 29 JUL 12) ... Amanda Wilcox 

Naval Hospital Camp Lejeune’s new commanding officer 
has already made some popular changes to the day-to-day 
operations of the hospital. 

Capt. David Lane, the hospital’s 32nd commanding 
officer, came to Lejeune six weeks ago from Honolulu, where 
he served as force surgeon for Marine Forces Pacific. 

In his short time as commanding officer of NHCL, Lane 
has already implemented two significant changes, the first of 
which cuts down traffic at the exit of the hospital and allows 
staff members to get home in less than half the time it took 
before. 

Lane said his employees told him it would take them 
almost an hour to get off hospital grounds at the end of the 
workday, because of the traffic at the hospital’s exit on 
Brewster Boulevard. As a result, Lane and his team 
coordinated with base law enforcement to place road guards at 
the exit of the hospital to allow staff members to leave the 
grounds in a timely manner. He said most employees have cut 
their commute down to 20 minutes or less, depending on 
where they live. 

The other popular change Lane’s implemented is to 
welcome the hospital’s more than 170 monthly births by 
announcing the arrival of each newborn baby over the speaker 
system of the hospital. 

Whenever a baby is born on hospital grounds, two bells 
are heard over the loudspeaker and a voice announces that a 
“United States Marine Corps baby is arriving” or a “United 
States Navy baby is arriving.” Following the announcement, 
the first few bars of the nursery rhyme “Twinkle, Twinkle 
Little Star” are played. 

“You can watch the staff and patients walk around the 
hospital when they (play the announcement) and you’ll see 
smiles come on their faces,” Lane said of the tradition he 

picked up while serving at Tripler Army Medical Center. “I’m 
not afraid to borrow good ideas from anyone... (The Army) 
doesn’t do the bells, though; that’s a Naval tradition.” 

In Navy customs, two bells are rung to announce the 
arrival of dignitaries or very important people to a ship. Lane 
said the hospital believes the patients “are very important 
people when they arrive here, and one way we can show that 
is with these arrival honors with the babies.” 

Lane added the patients are always the top priority of the 
Naval Hospital. He said his philosophy is not about 
prioritizing programs, projects or processes, as that will come 
in time. 

Rather, he wrote in a letter to his staff, his philosophy 
focuses on major organizational themes, the most important of 
which is that quality health care defines the hospital. 

“We must deliver high quality, compassionate, patient 
and family centered care to all our beneficiaries,” Lane wrote 
in the letter. And that high quality care is something that Lane 
said will not be sacrificed during the ongoing massive 
renovation project at NHCL. 

The project is currently on track, and the hospital plans to 
open the new quarter deck at a ribbon-cutting ceremony on 
Aug. 3. He said the rest of the hospital’s construction is 
scheduled to go well in to 2015 and added that he “wouldn’t 
be surprised to see some additional pieces added to the project 
that will extend it out even longer.” 

Lane said that despite the construction, he has big plans 
for the future of NHCL; but he was quick to add that he still 
has a lot to learn. 

“I can’t pretend that I know it all or that I’ll ever know it 
all,” he said. “I’m still a newbie here; I’ve still got a lot to 
learn, but it’s an exciting place to work.” 
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27. NSWC Port Hueneme Wounded Warrior Program Going Strong 
(VENTURA COUNTY (CA) STAR 27 JUL 12) ... Alyce Moncourtois 

Naval Surface Warfare Center (NSWC), Port Hueneme 
Division is proud of its record for hiring Wounded Warriors. 
Since inception of the Wounded Warrior Program at NSWC 
Port Hueneme Division in 2009, the command has hired 62 
wounded veterans. 

The Wounded Warrior Program is an initiative that helps 
military service members transition from uniformed service to 
careers in the civilian world. The program is championed from 
top Navy officials and adopted throughout the entire Navy 
enterprise. It is an opportunity to capitalize on the skills and 
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expertise of military personnel and transition those skills to 
civilian jobs. 

NSWC Port Hueneme Division has embraced this 
initiative and delivered the message throughout the 
organization. 

“Our goal is to ensure that Wounded Warriors have every 
opportunity and support needed to transition from military to 
civilian service,” said NSWC Port Hueneme Division 
Commander Capt. William DeBow. “Our success is measured 
not only in numbers, but in providing opportunities for 
wounded service members to serve their country in a civilian 
capacity.” 

The Wounded Warrior Program has been an aggressive 
initiative at NSWC Port Hueneme Division. Since the program 
began, the command has enacted extensive recruiting 
initiatives, including establishing internal departmental hiring 
goals, developing a fiscal year Wounded Warrior recruiting 
schedule, attending Hiring Heroes Career Fairs and partnering 
with various organizations such as Los Angeles, San Diego 
and Ventura County Veterans Affairs as a means to advance 
the program’s objectives. 

To enhance the success of the command’s program, the 
Navy’s regional Human Resources Office presented viable 

sources of assistance and procedures during a small, informal 
session July 18, 2012. The briefing offered valuable 
information on recruiting Wounded Warriors through a 
collaborative network of Navy individuals. 

“The sole purpose of why we are here is to assist you, the 
hiring managers, with finding Wounded Warriors who match 
the skill sets you require,” said Dennis Eley Jr., human 
resources specialist and Wounded Warrior coordinator from 
the Department of the Navy, Southwest Region. “We are also 
available to help you in the vetting process and with 
administrative procedures for hiring these individuals.” 

NSWC Port Hueneme Division will continue to 
aggressively pursue wounded veterans through every means 
practicable, offering them an opportunity for careers in the 
civilian world and to integrate their specialized skills, 
experience and knowledge into the command’s workforce. 

NSWC Port Hueneme Division is a field activity of Naval 
Sea Systems Command and provides the global United States 
Navy fleet with weapon system in-service engineering, 
logistics, and test and evaluation. Commanded by Capt. 
DeBow of the United States Navy, NSWC Port Hueneme 
Division is located at Naval Base Ventura County, Calif., 
where it employs more than 1,900 personnel. 
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28. Pre-Separation Counseling Training Announced 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 27 JUL 12) ... Commander, Navy Installations Command 

WASHINGTON, D.C. -- Commander, Navy Installations 
Command (CNIC) recently announced the 2012-2013 
schedule for Pre-Separation Counseling Training Course. 

The curriculum was designed to establish Department of 
Defense (DOD) minimum standards for the delivery of pre-
separation counseling to all military personnel transitioning 
from active duty. 

"Ensuring a smooth transition for our separating and 
retiring service members is paramount," said Risë Ruhl, CNIC 
Military Support Section Lead. "This course provides a 
stronger, more comprehensive understanding of the checklist 
and its importance for career counselors. By preparing our 
Command Career Counselors (CCC), they can start service 
members and their families on the right path to their 
transition." 

The course also provides participants with in-depth 
knowledge and understanding of the law, DOD guidance, and 
timelines related to pre-separation counseling. 

Ruhl also said pre-separation counseling is the first step 
for Sailors getting out of the Navy and career counselors who 
have taken the course can better prepare service members as 
they begin the transition process. 

Attendance in this course is limited to active duty Navy 
CCCs and personnel holding NEC-9588, in the pay grade of 
E6 to E9. Petty officer second class career counselors may 

also be able to attend on a case-by-case basis. Participants 
must have at least one year remaining on their present tour and 
currently performing primary duties as a Command Career 
Counselor. Also, Reserve Component Navy Counselors and/or 
personnel holding NEC-9588 at locations with large 
concentration of Full Time Support (FTS) personnel are 
welcome to attend. 

While the majority of these training classes take place at 
the National Learning Center in Denver, this year an off-site 
training will be held in Norfolk. All participants must submit a 
completed nomination form signed by an authorized official at 
the command. Forms can either be faxed or sent electronically. 
All nomination forms must be received no later than 60 days 
prior to the scheduled class with the exception of the classes 
convening in September and October 2012. Travel to the 
National Learning Center is provided at no cost to the 
command. 

The training dates in Denver are as follows: Sept. 17-21, 
2012; Oct. 22-26, 2012, Dec. 3-7, 2012; Jan. 7-11, 2013; Feb. 
4-8, 2013; 25 Feb. 25 - Mar. 1, 2013; Apr. 15-19, 2013; and 
May 6-10, 2013. The training dates for the Norfolk Off-site 
location is Nov. 5-9, 2012. 

Note: The travel day to Denver is Sunday prior to the 
course and return travel on Friday after graduation. Graduates 
are advised to make travel arrangements for the afternoon. 
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29. Heroes’ Final Acts 
Navy family mourns sailors who sacrificed to save others in Colo. shooting 
(NAVY TIMES 06 AUG 12) ... Mark D. Faram 

Among the victims of the movie theater shooting in 
Aurora, Colo., were two sailors — one an active-duty petty 
officer, another a former petty officer trying to get back in. 

Though they didn’t know each other, the final living 
moments of Cryptologic Technician (Collection) 3rd Class 
John Larimer, 27, and former Machinist’s Mate 3rd Class 
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Jonathan Blunk, 26, played out in nearly identical fashion — 
sacrificing themselves for others. 

Both Larimer and Blunk died July 20 shielding their dates 
when 24-year-old James Holmes allegedly threw gas canisters 
and opened fire during a midnight screening of “The Dark 
Knight Rises.” Holmes is in custody and accused of killing 12 
people and wounding 58. 

The Air Force lost one active and one former member in 
the shooting, as well — Staff Sgt. Jesse Childress, 29, a cyber 
systems operator assigned to the 310th Force Support 
Squadron at Buckley Air Force Base, Colo., and Air Force 
veteran Rebecca A. Wingo, 32, a linguist during her time in 
the service. 

Larimer was remembered by those in his command as a 
great guy with a quick wit who was always upbeat and helping 
others. 

Fred Vojtsek — father of Julia Vojtsek, a hometown 
friend of Larimer’s from Illinois — credits the sailor with 
saving his daughter’s life. 

“From what she’s told me ... there’s no doubt in my mind 
and hers that he saved her life with his,” Vojtsek said in a 
phone interview with Navy Times. He also credits two other 
male sailors in the theater with helping his daughter escape 
after Larimer was killed. 

“Those two sailors were essentially in combat without a 
gun,” Vojtsek said. “They kept an eye on the gunman and 
were able to help my daughter time her escape from the 
theater — their cool flat-out amazed me.” 

Just a few hours before the shooting, Vojtsek said he’d 
dropped his daughter off at the theater where she met Larimer 
and four other sailors. One of those sailors went into an 
adjacent theater, while Larimer, Julia Vojtsek and three others 
sailors went to see “The Dark Knight Rises.” 

The two male sailors and a third female sailor, who was 
later injured in the attacks, were sitting near the front and in 
the middle of the theater when the shooting began, Vojtsek 
said. 

Those three surviving sailors have yet to be identified. An 
official at their command, Navy Information Operations 
Command at Buckley, said they have chosen to remain silent 
for now. 

Vojtsek relayed details of the incident based on his 
daughter’s recollection. 

“The way Jules recalled to me afterwards was when the 
shooting started, they all were in their seats and simply 
crouched down,” he said. “John put his arm around my 
daughter and pulled him to her and then, a split-second later, 
she said he took both of them to the ground.” What she recalls 
next, he said, was Larimer lying next to her motionless and 
without a pulse. It was then the two other male sailors worked 
to get Julia out of the theater. 

“I also believe they tried to pick up John, but [the 
gunman] was moving in the aisle and that wasn’t possible,” 
Vojtsek said. 

There were conflicting reports that Larimer was alive and 
in a hospital, causing his command’s leadership to make 
rounds of the many hospitals where the survivors where taken. 

By early the next morning, the worst was realized. 
Larimer was remembered fondly by his commanding 

officer at NIOC, Cmdr. Jeff Jakuboski, who said Larimer was 
an outstanding sailor who had advanced to third class last fall 
and recently was awarded a Navy Achievement Medal. Since 

the attacks, Larimer has posthumously received the Joint 
Service Achievement Medal and an honorary Information 
Dominance Warfare Specialist qualification — something he 
was working toward. 

“John and I worked together and spent nearly all of our 
off-duty time hanging out,” said Cryptologic Technician 
(Collection) 3rd Class Jace Cordier. “He was always cracking 
jokes — and really bad jokes — though he was always able to 
tell them so people laughed.” 

One of his favorite things was to wear a banana costume 
to off-duty events such as command softball games against 
units from the other services on base, Cordier recalled. 

Jakuboski said Larimer was the consummate professional 
on the job and was an up-and-coming star at the command. 

“There’s no doubt in my mind that he could have become 
a commissioned officer in our community one day,” he said. 

‘A Selfless Person’ 
Though Jonathan Blunk left the Navy in 2010 after 

serving a four-year hitch as a conventional machinist’s mate 
onboard the aircraft carrier Nimitz, he never drifted too far 
from the Navy. 

When the shooting started, Blunk forced his date, Jansen 
Young, to the floor and shielded her from the gunfire. 

“He kind of pushed me in under the seat and pushed on 
me real hard, and he was like laying up against me,” Young 
said in a TV interview with NBC’s “Today” show. “I was like, 
‘Oh my gosh, I think Jon just took a bullet for me.’ ” At the 
time of his death, Blunk was estranged from his wife, Chantel 
Blunk, though he visited his two children often at their Reno, 
Nev., home. Blunk was scheduled to fly to Reno and visit his 
children July 21. 

The facts of his death and sacrifice were confirmed by 
Machinist’s Mate 1st Class (SW/AW) Amy DeGuzman, a 
recruiter in Tacoma, Wash, who was Blunk’s leading petty 
officer on the Nimitz. 

DeGuzman remained close to Blunk and his wife and 
children after Blunk’s discharge from active duty. 

“He was a selfless person, so his actions don’t really 
surprise me,” DeGuzman said. 

“On the ship, he was the kind of guy who would corral 
the new guys and make them feel welcome,” she said. “When 
the chips were down, you could always count on Jon.” 

Though Blunk was working in the Denver area at a 
company that installed wooden floors, in his spare time he 
worked as a volunteer firefighter and emergency medical 
technician and had begun the process of trying to get back in 
the Navy. 

DeGuzman said she’s recently gotten permission from her 
command to write Blunk a recommendation letter for his 
package to the Navy to be a SEAL. The approval was 
necessary, she said, because she’s already a recruiter and was 
worried about a conflict of interest. Her command granted her 
wish. 

Cmdr. Alvin “Flex” Plexico, spokesman for Navy 
Recruiting Command, said that Navy Recruiting District 
Denver could confirm Blunk made contact with a recruiter, 
but that the paperwork hadn’t gotten far. 

“There’s no doubt in my mind that if he’d gotten back in, 
he’d have made it and become a SEAL,” DeGuzman said. “He 
was just that kind of guy — you could count on him and he 
never let you down.” 
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30. Military Recruiters At Gay Community Center 
(LONG ISLAND (NY) NEWSDAY 26 JUL 12) ... Kery Murakami 

For the first time, military recruiters made an appearance 
Thursday at a gay community center on Long Island -- and 
even though the turnout was sparse, organizers hailed the 
significance of the event. 

Theresa McCormick, 17, took advantage of the presence 
of Navy and Marine recruiters at the GLBT center in Garden 
City to weigh her options. 

The daughter of Navy veterans, McCormick, a lesbian 
interning at the center, is considering a military career. 

The recruiters, she said, sent a welcome message: "Come 
on in." 

While only a handful of potential recruits showed up, "it's 
not the numbers that are significant," said David Kilmnick, 
chief executive of the Long Island Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual and 
Transgender Services Network, which runs centers in Garden 
City and Bay Shore. 

"What's important is that branches of the armed forces 
were here to actively recruit gay and lesbian youth," he said. 

More may not have come, he said, because for years the 
military has been seen as a place where they would have to be 
closeted. 

Kilmnick said Thursday's event was a local milestone and 
may have been the first visit by military recruiters to a gay 
center in New York State. 

Recruiters from the Navy and Marines attended. The Air 
Force and Army, which could not send recruiters due to 
scheduling conflicts, sent representatives. They said they knew 
of no other recruiting events at gay community centers in New 
York. 

Clearing the way for the event was last year's repeal of the 
military's "don't ask, don't tell" policy, which now allows gays 
and lesbians to serve openly. Before the repeal, gay troops 
faced discharge if they revealed their sexual orientation. The 
law also prohibited commanding officers from asking about 
sexual orientation. 

Marine spokesman Maj. John Caldwell said his recruiters 
wouldn't have accepted such an invitation before the repeal 
because it would have been "incongruent with the law and 
policy." The Navy would have attended, a spokesman said, if 
only to answer questions. 

Recruiters and military representatives downplayed the 
significance of their appearance in Garden City. 

"To us, it's the same as if we were at the mall," said 
Marine spokesman Lt. Timothy Irish. 

McCormick enjoyed the opportunity. She told a recruiter 
that she was favoring the Marines over the Air Force. 

"Why?" asked Marine Sgt. Kristin Moreno. 
McCormick cited the Marines' "harder physical training" 

and preparation as positives. 
"I agree with that," Marine Staff Sgt. Marc Oxley, another 

recruiter, said. 
Afterward, McCormick, of Scranton, Pa., marveled at the 

new openness. 
"There have always been GLBT people in the military. 

They couldn't be open about it," she said. "It would have been 
difficult not being able to talk about your life. I don't think I 
would have done it." 
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FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
31. Navy Defends Shipbuilding Plan, Cost Estimates 
(DEFENSE DAILY 27 JUL 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

The Navy is defending the service's 30-year shipbuilding 
plan following a report by the Congressional Budget Office 
(CBO) this week that projected higher costs for procuring 
ships over the next three decades than the Navy estimates. 

The Navy noted that the CBO and service use different 
methodologies for determining long-range costs and it was 
confident in estimates through fiscal 2032, but conceded that 
from 2033 to 2041 the figures are less reliable. 

The Navy released its annual 30-year shipbuilding plan in 
March, and it was followed this week by the yearly CBO 
analysis of it. 

"Our current shipbuilding plan balances anticipated future 
demands for naval forces with expected resources," the Navy 
said in a blog write-up it plans to post later Friday evening. 
"With anticipated future fiscal realities, we focus our 
investments to ensure the battle force is capable of meeting the 
Navy's core missions, along with the capacity to operate 
forward in the most critical regions.” 

"The goal is to work within fiscal limitations to meet 
these core mission responsibilities with needed capacity," it 
said. 

The Navy acknowledged, however, that the estimate for 
the final 10 years of the plan through fiscal 2042 "simply 
assumes a one-for-one replacement for ships expected to retire 
during this period.” 

"Due to the strategic environment and changing 
technology, the next 20-30 years are sure to be much different 
than today, ship and cost projections during this period are 
much more speculative," they said. 

The CBO estimated the cost for the final 10 years of the 
plan will be 33 percent higher than the Navy's projection of 
$15.9 billion annually outlined in the shipbuilding plan 
(Defense Daily, Mar. 29, 2012). The CBO anticipates a 19 
percent higher cost than the Navy's current estimate for the 
entire 30-year plan. 

The Navy expects its average yearly total shipbuilding 
cost to be $16.8 billion over the 30-year period, with an annual 
average of $15.1 billion per year before jumping to $19.5 
billion in the mid-term before receding to the $15.9 billion 
figure. 

The jump takes into account the procurement of the next 
generation of ballistic missile submarines expected to begin in 
2021. Navy officials have already warned the Ohio -class 
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replacement program will put a major squeeze on its 
shipbuilding budget. 

The Navy plans to buy 268 combat and support vessels 
over the next three decades to sustain a fleet of "about 300 
ships" at a total cost of $505 billion beginning in fiscal 2013, 
the CBO said. The current fleet sits at 286 ships and the Navy 
hopes to reach the 300 mark in 2019. 

The CBO outlines a much higher procurement cost of 
$599 billion through fiscal 2042, or an average of $20 billion a 
year compared to the Navy's overall estimate of $16.8 billion 
annually. The CBO said its number rises to $21.9 billion 
annually when taking into account the mid-life refueling of 
nuclear powered aircraft carriers and other costs. 
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32. Ingalls Awarded $1.5B Contract 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 28 JUL 12) 

PASCAGOULA — Mississippi officials are celebrating a 
newly announced $1.5 billion contract awarded to Huntington 
Ingalls Industries for design and construction of an 
amphibious transport dock LPD 27 ship, to be built at the 
company's Ingalls Shipbuilding division. 

Navy Secretary Ray Mabus informed members of the 
Mississippi congressional delegation Friday afternoon of the 
new contact, according to The Sun-Herald. 

Work is expected to be completed by June 2017, 
according to the Department of Defense. 

Sen. Thad Cochran said he's pleased that shipbuilders in 
Mississippi are getting the work. Sen. Roger Wicker, as the 
ranking member of the Senate Armed Services Seapower 
subcommittee, said the amphibious ships give a decisive 
advantage to U.S. Sailors and Marines. 

"As our military strategy focuses increasingly on the 
Pacific region, supplying our Navy with these amphibious 
assault ships has never been more crucial," said Congressman 
Steven Palazzo, member of the House Armed Services' 
Subcommittee on Seapower and Projection Forces. 

"This contract validates our proven performance in 
building amphibious ships," Doug Lounsberry, vice president 
of the company's LPD program, said in a news release. 

"Our shipbuilders have the necessary and unique skills to 
build these extremely complex warships and meet all Navy 
expectations. These ships are vital to our nation's defense, and 
we are working safely and efficiently to ensure American 
Sailors and Marines have the best product to defend our 
freedom." 
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33. Navy Sets Up Program Office For CVN 79 
(DEFENSE DAILY 27 JUL 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

The Navy has stood up a program office for the planning 
and procurement of the second ship in the class of Gerald R. 
Ford (CVN 78) aircraft carriers. 

Rear Adm. Thomas Moore, the program executive officer 
for aircraft carriers, announced the establishment of the new 
program office on Friday. It will be run by Capt. Doug 
Oglesby, who was simultaneously promoted to the rank. 

Oglesby will oversee the construction of the John F. 
Kennedy (CVN 79) and his office will also manage the 
procurement of future aircraft carriers of the Ford class. 

"Standing up a new program office will allow the Gerald 
R. Ford-class to begin continuous production while ensuring 
CVN 78 completes construction and delivery to the highest 
standards," Moore said. 

The Navy plans to officially procure the Kennedy in fiscal 
2013 and is awaiting final congressional approval of the 
defense budget. The large deck carriers are being built by 
Huntington Ingalls Industries shipyard in Newport News, Va. 

The Navy is working to get control of cost and adopt 
lessons learned during the building of the CVN 79. The Ford 
has experienced cost overruns that are expected to exceed $1 
billion that will raise its price tag to at least $12 billion. 

Navy acquisition chief Sean Stackley told Congress in 
March that the service has been encountering "very difficult 
cost growth issues" and is working with HII to address the 
problem. 

Stackley said the Navy is evaluating the construction of 
CVN 78 to come up with an "optimal" build plan for the CVN 
79 and will "take a hard look" at what opportunities there are 
across CVN 79 and eventually CVN 80 to save money. 

In addition to production problems, the Navy has 
attributed the higher costs to more expensive materials than 
anticipated, and a decision made under the Bush 
administration to try to incorporate numerous new and 
complicated technologies into the first ship, a move Navy 
Secretary Ray Mabus has said was a mistake. 
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34. U.S. Navy Tests For Carrier-Based UAV Operations AIN Defense Perspective 
(AVIATION INTERNATIONAL NEWS 27 JUL 12) ... Bill Carey 

The U.S. Navy is testing software aboard the USS Harry 
S. Truman to validate the concept of autonomous UAV 
operations around an aircraft carrier at sea. The service is 
conducting the carrier integration testing to prepare for the 
arrival of the Northrop Grumman X-47B unmanned combat 
air system demonstrator (UCAS-D), which is expected to 
begin operations from a carrier next year. 

During July, the UCAS-D carrier integration team 
“engaged in extensive software testing” aboard the Nimitz-

class nuclear carrier, according to the Naval Air Systems 
Command (Navair). The team gathered information on 
operating UAVs in the carrier environment from both fleet air 
traffic controllers and the carrier’s air department responsible 
for landing and launching operations. 

The Navy and Northrop Grumman concluded the first 
major flight-test phase of the X-47B on May 15 at Edwards 
Air Force Base, Calif. The airworthiness test phase comprised 
23 flights by two air vehicles. During this phase, the X-47B 
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flew to altitudes exceeding 15,000 feet and demonstrated 
carrier-relevant maneuvers, including extending and retracting 
a tail hook and completing an autonomous “touch-and-go” 
landing, Northrop Grumman said. 

Last year, the carrier integration team conducted surrogate 
testing aboard the aircraft carrier USS Dwight D. Eisenhower 
with a manned F/A-18 to evaluate ship systems, avionics and 
early versions of the X-47B software. That effort continues on 

the Truman with the F/A-18 and the latest X-47B software and 
hardware configuration, Navair said. Carrier suitability and 
system performance testing with the two X-47B air vehicles is 
being done at the Patuxent River, Md., Naval Air Station. 
Following the carrier operations next year, the demonstration 
of autonomous aerial refueling by the X-47B is planned in 
2014. 
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35. At Lakehurst, Airships Are Taking Off Again 
(PHILADELPHIA INQUIRER 30 JUL 12) ... Edward Colimore 

At Lakehurst's historic Hangar 1, made famous by the 
fiery Hindenburg disaster nearby 75 years ago, another airship 
is waiting to take off on its next mission. 

While aloft, the manned 178-foot-long Navy blimp - 
emblazoned with red, white, and blue rudder stripes - has 
drawn wide-eyed stares from onlookers across Philadelphia's 
suburbs and along the Jersey Shore over the last several 
months. 

The MZ-3A's testing at Joint Base McGuire-Dix-
Lakehurst is part of the U.S. military's renewed interest in 
airships, known for their ability to stay airborne for long 
periods and land without runways. 

"Over the past decade, as drones have gained favor in 
identifying and sometimes engaging enemy forces, an 'old-
new' concept has also reappeared - the observation dirigible," 
said Guillaume de Syon, an aviation historian, author, and 
professor at Albright College in Reading. 

The military is mulling the role of airships in long-term 
surveillance, intelligence gathering, communications, and 
research. 

While the Navy airship awaits an assignment at Hangar 1, 
the Army is testing a much larger lighter-than-air craft at 
Hangar 6. 

About the length of a football field, the Army 
demonstrator is known as the LEMV (the Long Endurance 
Multi-Intelligence Vehicle), and can be manned or unmanned. 

An unmanned 370-foot-long Air Force airship project 
called the Blue Devil - considered for use in Afghanistan - was 
canceled this year because of technical challenges and higher-
than-expected costs. The surveillance and reconnaissance craft 
was ordered dismantled last month at its hangar in Elizabeth 
City, N.C. 

Blimp operations continue, though, at the joint base in 
New Jersey. 

The MZ-3A was commissioned by the Navy in October. 
Its throwback markings and colors celebrated the centennial of 
Navy aviation. 

The Army airship, meanwhile, has been assembled and 
inflated but not flown. 

Both are small compared with their 1930s predecessors, 
including the 800-foot-long Hindenburg. The airborne luxury 
liner, the pride of Adolf Hitler's Germany, was destroyed 
when its flammable hydrogen gas ignited as it came in for a 
landing in May 1937. Thirty-six people perished. 

Americans used nonflammable helium for blimps during 
World War II, when airships patrolled the waters in search of 
enemy submarines. 

The sight of the Navy ship "brings back fond memories of 
the blimps" of that time, said Carl Jablonski, president of the 

Navy Lakehurst Historical Society, a nonprofit organization 
dedicated to promoting the joint base and preserving its 
history. 

"It's good for the security of the country, good for jobs, 
and good for the economy," he said. 

There has not been a Navy airship in Hangar 1 since 
1962, when Cold War-era blimps were decommissioned, 
officials said. The Navy's lighter-than-air program began there 
in 1921. "It's been a long time, and we're happy it's here," 
Jablonski said. 

The Navy has owned the MZ-3A since 2006 and used it 
as an advanced flying laboratory to evaluate intelligence, 
surveillance, and reconnaissance sensors as well as lighter-
than-air technologies. 

It was used to monitor the Deepwater Horizon oil spill in 
the Gulf of Mexico in 2010, and onboard observers found its 
low speed particularly well-suited for the mission. 

A pilot and nine passengers can fly in the helium-filled 
craft, which can stay airborne more than 12 hours and cruise at 
45 knots at up to 9,500 feet. 

It will be moved to Florida in the fall to avoid the harsh 
winter weather and return in the spring for annual 
maintenance, said Marcia Hart, a Navy spokeswoman at Naval 
Air Station Patuxent River, Md., site of the Naval Air Warfare 
Center Aircraft Division, which manages the Navy Airship 
Program. 

Not much is known about the Army's LEMV. Reporters 
have not been allowed to see it at its hangar. 

The ship could be used as a reconnaissance and 
intelligence-gathering tool for military activities as well as for 
border control and counter-drug operations. It can provide 
continuous coverage for up to 21 days and rise to up to 20,000 
feet above sea level. 

"Since this is a technology demonstration, there has been 
very little released or discussed in the news media," said John 
Cummings, a spokesman for the Army Space and Missile 
Defense Command in Alabama. 

Blimps have found some niche service since World War 
II, usually for reconnaissance and artillery ranging, de Syon 
said. 

But after the decommissionings in the 1960s, they were 
"good for Sunday game rituals and some nice ads," he said. 
"But now the old formula is back and improved." 

Using airships as cargo carriers and remote-controlled 
camera, radar, and communications platforms is being studied, 
de Syon said. 

"And so it seems the blimp may resurrect itself, but in a 
very specific, automated role," he added. "No romance of 
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floating below the clouds for this generation of LTAs [lighter-
than-airs]" like the intercontinental dirigibles of the 1930s. 

"They may be fresh eyes in the world of surveillance," he 
said. 
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36. Navy Gets New Robot To Detect Mines On Ships 
(NAVY TIMES 28 JUL 12) ... Jacqueline Klimas 

It’s not as sexy as Austin Powers’ Fembot foes or as 
loveable as WALL-E, but this robot can do something pretty 
amazing: save sailors’ lives at sea. 

The third-generation Hovering Autonomous Underwater 
Vehicle, or HAUV 3, can scan the bottom of ships for mines 
underwater — particularly important with what Navy officials 
describe as an emerging threat around Asia. 

Researchers at MIT developed the ’bot, which looks like 
an underwater flying saucer, with help from the Office of 
Naval Research and Bluefin Robotics, a Quincy, Mass.-based 
builder of autonomous underwater vehicles. 

The robot, small enough for two sailors to carry, emits a 
signal from a sonar camera as it moves around the ship. Once 
it assesses the ship’s shape, it can move in closer and detect 
mines about the size of an iPhone. 

The system can scan any underwater structure from 
berthing areas to bridges to docks, said Franz Hover, an 
assistant professor in MIT’s mechanical engineering 
department. The technology used in the robot can also search 
the inside of underwater tanks, though the sensors may need a 
different body for that task. 

The technology is also applicable to searching for mines 
in open water. 

Developers admit there are still limitations to its abilities. 
The robot is not advanced enough to distinguish between 

a hull anomaly and a mine, so humans still need to view 
images relayed from the robot, Hover said. Also, while it 
works well to scan the majority of the ship, divers still 
perform better while inspecting complicated structures, such 
as the propeller or rudder, according to Hover’s graduate 
assistant, Brendan Englot. 

The threat of limpet mines — devices attached to ship 
hulls — is an emerging one, especially within terrorist groups 
in Asia, said Thomas Swean, program officer and team leader 
for ONR’s Ocean Sensing and Systems Applications. 

They have been used as far back as World War I and were 
used during World War II by Australian and British sailors to 
sink or damage seven Japanese ships during Operation 
Jaywick, according to the Australian Government’s 
Department of Veteran’s Affairs. 

The Navy has a contract for 15 two-vehicle systems, 
Bluefin Robotics CEO David Kelly said. One system has been 
delivered and is being used by Mobile Diving and Salvage 
Unit 2 in Norfolk, Va. A second system will be delivered to 
the Navy in early September. Each individual vehicle costs 
about $500,000, Kelly said. 
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37. DoD Sees 4 Sequestration Scenarios 
1-Year Budget Deal Would Buy More Time 
(DEFENSE NEWS 29 JUL 12) ... Marcus Weisgerber 

Increasingly concerned that time is running out for the 
U.S. Congress to avoid $500 billion in automatic defense cuts, 
the Pentagon is assessing all options, including the possible 
implications of a one-year, $100 billion government-wide, 
“mini-sequester” deficit-reduction deal, Defense Department 
and industry sources said. 

Obama administration officials are adamant they are not 
planning for sequestration and continue to urge lawmakers to 
pass a long-term debt-reduction deal that would avoid 
automatic cuts entirely, but worries are mounting that 
lawmakers will be unable to strike a deal to cut revenues while 
increasing taxes before the November elections. 

During a closed-door July 23 meeting with two dozen 
defense CEOs and other executives, Defense Secretary Leon 
Panetta detailed four possible scenarios facing the department 
in the latest in a series of high-level meetings between DoD’s 
top official and industry leaders. He was joined by Frank 
Kendall, the Pentagon’s acquisition chief; Bob Hale, 
comptroller; and Brett Lambert, the industrial policy chief. 

At the meeting, Panetta said he would rather see a more 
comprehensive, long-term deficit-reduction deal, but 
suggested the most politically practical solution may be a 
short-term agreement of one or two years, according to 
participants. 

The four scenarios they’re considering are: 

• Congress does not act and sequestration happens. 

• During the lame-duck session of Congress after the 
November elections, a plan is constructed to thwart 
sequestration. 

• Members of Congress come up with a $1.2 trillion 
cut to avert sequestration before the election. 

• Congress inserts language into a continuing 
resolution that delays sequestration another year or 
two when there is a less-heated political environment, 
but the government implements the first and perhaps 
second year of cuts, which some refer to as the “mini-
sequester.” 

As in past meetings, Panetta and top executives discussed 
how sequestration could result in massive job cuts and how 
other Cabinet agencies should pressure Congress to modify 
the Budget Control Act of 2011 — the law that mandates 
sequestration to lower the U.S. deficit — should lawmakers 
not be able to agree on alternate ways to reduce the country’s 
debt. 

“Panetta is right now the only Cabinet official that is 
doing anything to try to ward off what is going to be a total 
disaster for all industries, not just the defense industry,” said 
one official who attended the meeting. 

“Secretary Panetta and industry are 100 percent on the 
same sheet of music on the fact that everybody’s got to do 
everything we can to basically put pressure on the Congress to 
fix the problem,” the official said. 
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Panetta has repeatedly said full sequestration would be 
devastating to DoD and the defense industry. 

There is a “strong sense” in the Pentagon that a long-term 
deficit-reduction deal will not happen, another source said. 

Republican and Democratic lawmakers are not expected 
to act on a debt compromise — specifically one that could 
include tax increases — prior to the elections. 

“The department’s position is clear. We want a budget 
deal — one that’s balanced — so that we can avoid the 
devastating consequences of sequestration,” Pentagon Press 
Secretary George Little said. “The stakes are too high for a 
nation facing a serious fiscal crisis.” 

Sequestration calls for $1.2 trillion in mandated cuts 
across the federal government over the next decade. The 
Pentagon’s share of those cuts is about $500 billion. 

The 2013 share of the 10-year sequestration cuts totals 
about $109 billion across the entire federal government. 

“Clearly it would have less impact than a trillion-dollar 
hit, [should] sequestration be fully implemented,” said Gen. 
Norton Schwartz, Air Force chief of staff, during a July 26 
taping of “This Week in Defense News” when asked about the 
impact of a one-year deal. 

“We’re not privy to those conversations and if our target 
is an additional $100 billion, we will make choices based on 
the priority of our capabilities, those that are in demand from 

our combatant commanders, and so on,” Schwartz said. “The 
only thing that is very important is maintaining balance — 
balance between readiness of a smaller force and making sure 
that we don’t completely mortgage the future.” 

The federal government has faced numerous shutdown 
threats over the past year as lawmakers in both chambers of 
Congress have been unable to agree on a plan to lower the 
federal deficit. 

Since November, Pentagon officials have been frustrated 
with the lack of urgency Congress has shown to come up with 
a plan to avert sequestration. Panetta has routinely called for 
Congress to put everything on the table to address the debt, 
including defense and domestic spending, entitlements and 
revenues. 

For months, DoD officials have insisted they are not 
planning for sequestration and would not start planning until 
directed to do so by the White House Office of Management 
and Budget. 

People close to Panetta said he is frustrated that the 
Pentagon has been forced to spend so much time thinking 
about sequestration, especially as U.S. military operations 
around the world have intensified in recent months. 

The Pentagon has been closely monitoring fighting in 
Syria, Iran’s continued pursuit of nuclear weapons and North 
Korean militaristic threats. 

Return to Index 
 

38. The Budget Control Act One Year Later 
(DEFENSE NEWS 30 JUL 12) ... Kate Brannen 

On Aug. 2, the U.S. Budget Control Act of 2011 will 
mark its one year anniversary, a date probably few in 
Washington will celebrate. 

While passage of the law allowed the White House to 
raise the debt ceiling and avert financial catastrophe, the 
legislation set up the next self-made crisis, which most people 
expect to go unresolved until after the Nov. 6 elections. 

"This is a four-act play," said retired Marine Corps Lt. 
Gen. Emerson "Emo" Gardner, who serves as senior defense 
adviser at the Potomac Research Group. "The Budget Control 
Act was actually the end of the first act," which included the 
heated debate over the debt ceiling and the nearly successful 
debt deal between House Speaker John Boehner, R-Ohio, and 
President Barack Obama. 

Gordon Adams, who oversaw national security budgets at 
the Office of Management and Budget under President Bill 
Clinton, said theater is an excellent metaphor for what's been 
going on over the last year. "It is very much like a play, 
because it is very much all theater," he said. 

For him, the first act was devoted to the congressional 
"supercommittee," and the second act, which we're now in, is 
all about the presidential election. The play concludes in 
December, when the lame duck session of Congress confronts 
a host of financial problems that need solving, Adams said. 

As the play lurches toward its final act, several defense 
experts said one of the main outcomes of the Budget Control 
Act is that long-term, strategic issues that need attention have, 
been pushed to the side. 

"The Budget Control Act has short-circuited strategic 
thinking," said Byron Callan, a senior defense analyst at 
Capital Alpha Partners, a Washington investment firm. "There 
is no discussion of what happens beyond 2013.” 

Plus, there is an opportunity cost associated with the 
endless hand wringing over sequestration, a process by which 
deep automatic spending cuts to DoD and domestic spending 
programs will kick in Jan. 2 if Congress doesn't act to stop 
them. 

For example, over the last few months, there have been 
multiple hearings devoted to the impact of sequestration. 
Washington think tanks hold frequent panel discussions on the 
topic, and the Senate and House of Representatives have spent 
precious time in session debating and passing legislation that 
would require the White House to provide more information 
on how the cuts would be implemented. 

"Without question, it is both a serious distraction and has 
spawned a cottage industry," said Arnold Punaro, a retired 
Marine major general, former Senate Armed Services 
Committee staffer and current member of the Pentagon's 
Defense Business Board. "It has diverted attention in both the 
executive and legislative branches from oversight and 
execution to full-time efforts to ward off this doomsday 
event.” 

Within the defense community, it has sidelined some of 
the strategic decisions that need to be made about how to live 
within tighter budget constraints, experts said. 

"The debate inside the beltway has only been about the 
top line, and there has been little substantive debate about the 
components of the top line," Gardner said. 

In an interview, Rep. Adam Smith, D-Wash., ranking 
member of the House Armed Services Committee, said, "We 
have got to figure out how to have an honest discussion about 
cutting spending that is not in the abstract. Everyone is in 
favor for cutting federal spending in the abstract, but that's not 
how we cut.” 
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This phenomenon played out this spring, when many of 
the Pentagon's proposed budget reductions for 2013 — from 
increased health insurance fees to U.S. Air Force cuts to the 
Air National Guard — were rejected outright by Congress. 

The Pentagon says it made difficult decisions so it could 
meet the initial spending caps in the Budget Control Act. 
Congress' rejection of these early cuts makes it even more 
difficult for the Pentagon to come up with possible reductions 
in its next budget, Gardner said. 

While most of Washington is intensely focused on how 
the budget battle will play out for 2013, officials inside the 
Pentagon are crafting its plan for 2014. The military services 
are expected to submit their budget proposals to DoD's Cost 
Assessment and Program Evaluation Office this week for 
independent review. 

"When you truly don't know what will happen to your 
program — large or small — and you truly don't know if you 
will be 'furloughed' and you don't know if you will have funds 
to support your requirements, you erode what is one of the 
Pentagon's exceptional abilities, which is their five-year 
planning, programming, budgeting and execution process," 
Punaro said. 

In keeping with the theater metaphor, the Pentagon, as a 
member of the audience, is being forced to respond to the play 
before it knows how it's going to end. And it promises to be an 
explosive finale. There is a term in theater, "upping the 
stakes," and that is what we're seeing now, Adams said. "It 
makes for much better theater if the stakes are made as high as 
possible.” 
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BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
39. MCPON Visits Sailors In Bremerton And Bangor, Washington 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 27 JUL 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Thomas L. Rosprim, Office of the Master Chief 
Petty Officer of the Navy 

BANGOR, Wash. -- Master Chief Petty Officer of the 
Navy (MCPON) (SS/SW) Rick D. West completed visits with 
Sailors stationed at Naval Base Kitsap (NBK) Bremerton and 
Bangor, Washington, July 27. 

The agenda included office calls with senior leadership, a 
tour of USS Ronald Reagan (CVN 76), a visit with a 
Command Fitness Leader course, a demonstration by military 
working dogs, a NBK-Bangor all hands call, a tour of USS 
Nevada (SSBN 773), and a stop with Sailors and Marines 
stationed at the Waterfront Security Facility. 

Throughout the visit, MCPON discussed recently 
unveiled force management initiatives targeted at filling gaps 
in sea-duty billets, including extension of the Voluntary Sea 
Duty Program, introduction of Chief Petty Officer Early 
Return to Sea, and revised detailing business rules for Sailors. 

"Anything to do with manpower is not an instantaneous 
change," said West. "I think we are on the right path, and these 
new programs will help us get the people we need at sea. What 
you saw from this last advancement cycle was an increase in 
advancement. Chief results will be out soon and with the 
highest numbers we have seen in a long time. We have shaped 
manning and improved the opportunity for Sailors throughout 
the fleet to promote." 

With his change of office and retirement scheduled for 
September 28, MCPON was frequently asked to reflect on his 
career in the Navy. 

"You are looking at a guy that came in 32 years ago from 
a little town in Georgia called Rising Fawn," West said. "I 
never thought I would make the Navy a career when I came in, 
but 32 years passed by too quickly. I would trade places with 
the youngest Sailor in the room to start my career again 

because I think the next five to 15 years will see lots of great 
changes for the Navy. 

"I will miss many things about our great Navy but the one 
thing that will be the most difficult change for me will be not 
getting to spend time with our Sailors," West continued. "They 
are the engine that runs our great Navy and the most advanced 
weapons system we have ... they simply can't be matched." 

A chief petty officer for almost 25 years, West added that 
it has been an honor and privilege to be part of that group 
serving our Sailors. He encouraged Sailors striving to become 
Chiefs to seek diversity and keep all options to make the most 
of their careers. 

"Don't be afraid to get out of your comfort zone Sailors," 
said West. "If you are from Bremerton, Washington, don't just 
stay here. Grab billets overseas. We have Sailors stationed 
throughout the world ... go get those billets, take your families 
and have a great experience. 

MCPON reiterated his outstanding impression of Sailors 
stationed in the region. 

"Our Navy team in the Pacific Northwest is on top of its 
game," West said. "They, and their families, should take a 
great deal of pride in their contributions to our mission success 
and their solid reputation for doing difficult jobs. This is a 
motivating place to be stationed and it shows in the way the 
Sailors take care of business." 

MCPON will remain in the area to attend Seattle Seafair 
next week. 

Fleet engagements are intended to provide senior 
leadership with a frontline assessment of Sailors and what they 
are doing in the Fleet. 
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40. Blue Angels Soar High To Please The Crowd 
(MAGIC VALLEY (ID) TIMES- NEWS 29 JUL 12) ... Kimberlee Kruesi 

TWIN FALLS -- The U.S. Navy Blue Angels left the Air 
Magic Valley air show attendees awestruck on Saturday with a 
showcase that barreled to the soundtrack of Motley Crue. 

And as the team’s pilots maneuvered their sleek jets 
thousands of feet above Joslin Field, the crowd jealously 
watched with their feet firmly placed on the ground. 

It was loud. It was hot. It was worth it. 
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“My son is in the Navy so today has a lot of meaning for 
us,” said Shelly McElliott, who showed up at the air show at 
10:30 a.m. and stayed under the sun’s rays until late in the 
afternoon. 

“We saw the Blue Angels last time they came to Twin 
Falls but this time I have family from all over today,” she said. 
“I have my son, three grandsons and some family from 
Sweden with me.” 

The highlight of the air show was the six jet Blue Angel 
showcase. The pilots took off in a perfect diamond formation, 
leaving plumes of white smoke and screams of a pleased 
crowd behind them. 

However, the day’s other acts leading up to the final event 
didn’t disappoint the crowd either. 

Kent Pietsch’s comedy act held the crowd’s attention as 
he attempted three times to land his plane on top of a RV 
landing top. Before then, he performed an aerobatic routine all 
without power at an altitude of 6,000 feet. 

Jacquie B reminded the audience it’s never too late to 
learn how to fly. With an impressive 2,300 hours of flight time 
tucked under her belt, the acrobat pilot didn’t start taking 
flight lessons until she was 50 years old. 

Most of the event involved craning your neck to watch 
others fly in the air. There was one option to ride in a World 
War II B-25 bomber, but only if you were willing to pay a 
price. 

Starting at $395, the public can pay for a ticket to fly 
around the Snake River Canyon. For an extra $150, 
individuals can ride with the pilot and crawl into the glass 
nose of the plane. Sign ups for rides remain open until 
Monday morning. 

“It’s an amazing sight and it’s worth every penny,” said 
Mel Pepitone, load master of the B-25 bomber crew. “We 
haven’t had anyone sign up today yet but we’re hoping to 
make a couple flights. If we have four people, we can fly.” 

The majority of the onlookers packed themselves onto the 
Magic Valley Regional Airport airfield. For others, the 
curbside of the Twin Falls County’s roads provided a 
spectacular — and not to mention free — view of the show. 
Twin Falls County law officers blocked off some of the 
county roads to help direct traffic but that didn’t deter thrifty 
air show admirers from finding a spot to pull over once the 
Blue Angels began zooming overhead. 

“We would pay if we really wanted to see something,” 
said Sumor King, who was sitting just a little more than a 
hundred feet away from the airport’s parking lot. “But we’re 
here for the Blue Angels.” 

Terry Todd, of Twin Falls, also agreed that the best way 
to enjoy the event wasn’t inside the airport. 

“You get to see the planes flying over us and it’s an 
amazing sight,” he said. “You get to see a different part of the 
show.” 
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41. Canada's Largest Schooner To Visit, Help Commemorate War Of 1812 
(BUFFALO NEWS 29 JUL 12) ... Jon Harris 

A 200-foot-long, 740-ton schooner with 11,000 square 
feet of sail will make a stop at Canalside Aug. 7 and 8 as part 
of Buffalo's War of 1812 commemoration. 

The Empire Sandy, Canada's largest sailing tall ship, will 
arrive at about 8 p.m. Aug. 6 and anchor until Aug. 8, offering 
dockside tours to the public and a VIP party to the first couple 
hundred to purchase tickets. 

The ship, a replica of a 19th century, three-masted 
schooner packing double cannons on deck, was originally a 
British deep sea tug and is the last of 1,464 "Empire" ships 
built or acquired for war service during World War II that is 
still serving with its original name. 

"It's the biggest schooner on the Great Lakes," said 
Marina Woolcock, who heads the Buffalo & Erie County 
Naval and Military Park's War of 1812 Celebration 
Committee. "It's a three-masted schooner and it's beautiful." 

Empire Sandy will visit Canalside for the first time, 
Woolcock said. 

"This is one of the ships that we're very honored to have," 
said Woolcock, who will get to ride the Empire Sandy from 
Port Colborne, Ont., to Canalside on Aug. 6. 

Empire Sandy's visit is one of several events planned to 
mark the 200th anniversary of the War of 1812 - a celebration 
that could draw more than 100,000 people to the area in 
August and September. The Naval Park recently opened its 
War of 1812 exhibit and Buffalo Navy Week will be held 
Sept. 10 to Sept. 17. The week will bring at least a half-dozen 
vessels from the United States and Canada. 

A series of guest speakers for the celebration will also be 
announced soon after the Empire Sandy's visit, Woolcock 
said. 

Dockside tours will be available from noon to 9 p.m. Aug. 
7 and noon to 5 p.m. Aug. 8. Tickets are $5 per person and 
children age 12 and younger are admitted free. 

A VIP party with food, drink and music will be held 
aboard the ship from 6 to 8:30 p.m. Aug. 8. Tickets, at $30 per 
person and $50 per couple, can be purchased at the Naval Park 
Gift Shop, by calling 716-847-1773, Ext. 10, or emailing 
info@buffalonavalpark.org. 

Broadcast Clip - War Of 1812 Exhibit Opens At Naval 
Park 

(WIVB CBS BUFFALO 27 JUL 12) Eli George 
BUFFALO, NY -- History buffs have a new exhibit to 

check out in the Queen City. 
On Friday, the Buffalo and Erie County Naval and 

Military Park held a grand opening for the new War of 1812 
exhibit. The display tells the story of the Niagara campaigns 
and features maps depicting locations of troops. 

War of 1812 Celebration Committee Chairman Marina 
Woolcock said, "After three years of fighting the borders 
stayed the same with Canada. But we were also able maintain 
a friendship with Canada for 200 years. And we have a 
peaceful border of 200 years." 

The exhibit is open seven days a week from 10 a.m. until 
5 p.m. 

View Clip (RT: 0:37) 
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42. Prowler 'Star Warriors' Are Coming To Whidbey 
(WHIDBEY (WA) NEWS TIMES 27 JUL 12) 

The Navy is redeploying an EA-6B Prowler squadron to 
Whidbey Island Naval Air Station, which will bring an 
additional four or five aircraft, 30 officers and 190 enlisted 
personnel to the island. 

The Navy is initiating an environmental assessment 
survey, thereby starting the process to bring the Star Warriors 
squadron, VAQ-209, to Whidbey within the next 18 months. 
The Star Warriors are currently based at Joint Base Andrews 
in Maryland. 

U.S. Rep. Rick Larsen hailed the move in a press release 
Friday afternoon. 

"The Navy's decision to bring the Star Warriors to 
Whidbey Island is one more sign of the importance of 
Whidbey Island to the nation's national security strategy," 
Larsen said. "I welcome the new Prowler squadron, whose 
pilots, support crew and their families will find a good and 

friendly home in Oak Harbor. The Star Warriors have a long 
and distinguished history, most recently serving our nation in 
Iraq and Afghanistan. They will join a professional aviation 
community that works hard every day to provide security to 
our nation." 

A spokesman at Larsen's office indicated that the Star 
Warriors will likely transition to Growlers along with the rest 
of squadrons. 

Larsen said he's also keeping pressure on Navy officials 
to make sure they follow through with their commitment to 
also bring the P-8A Poseidons to Whidbey Island. 

"With its location making Whidbey an ideal base for 
Asia-Pacific and Arctic operations, and with the community's 
strong support, Naval Air Station Whidbey Island will remain 
an important asset both locally and for our nation long into the 
future," he said. 
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43. Looming Navy Shuffle To Make Big Waves In Region 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 29 JUL 12) ... Bill Bartel 

One of every five Navy ships in Hampton Roads is slated 
to be relocated or decommissioned in the next five years, 
changes that will leave the region with 5,400 fewer Sailors, a 
Virginian-Pilot analysis has found. 

The Navy’s plans call for 17 of the 71 ships homeported 
here to be gone by 2017, along with more than 8,300 Sailors 
assigned to them. The vessels include an aircraft carrier, a 
half-dozen destroyers, four frigates, four amphibious vessels, a 
cruiser and a submarine. Additionally, about 440 Sailors 
assigned to two fighter squadrons will transfer from Oceana 
Naval Air Station to California. 

Countering some of the losses, three ships and about 
3,400 Sailors are slated to move to Hampton Roads. 

Several ship and squadron transfers have been announced 
or noted in public documents, but the figures compiled by The 
Pilot, which the Navy acknowledged are accurate, show the 
cumulative impact of the departures: The military’s footprint 
in Hampton Roads will noticeably shrink, and the local 
economy will feel the pinch. 

For instance, ship repair companies expect to lose about 
$450 million in maintenance work and will shed hundreds of 
jobs. 

The loss of paychecks and housing allowances from 
departing Sailors will make a dent in a regional economy that 
relies on the military for almost half its income, said James V. 
Koch, an economist and former president of Old Dominion 
University. 

“We’ll feel it,” Koch said. “We’re going to have very low 
rates of economic growth. That’s certainly going to put a 
clamp on the housing market. There won’t be as many people 
out there buying homes. We’re talking about a period of 
economic stagnancy.” 

The changes are unrelated to the current Washington 
debate over hundreds of billions of dollars in automatic 
defense cuts that some in Congress are attempting to block. 

The downsizing is driven by a variety of factors. Those 
include: 

 an aging fleet; 

 a new defense strategy that deploys more Navy 
resources in the Pacific; 

 a commitment to bolster Europe’s missile defense 
system; 

 the dispersal of some of the Atlantic fleet to ensure 
the survival of Florida’s ship repair industry. 

The Pentagon’s pivot to the Pacific, announced earlier 
this year by Secretary of Defense Leon Panetta, is to protect 
valued shipping lanes between the United States and emerging 
Asian nations. It’s also to project American power in the Far 
East as China builds its military and seeks to exert more 
influence. 

What had been a fairly even division of Navy forces 
between Atlantic and Pacific fleets will change by 2020 to a 
60-40 split favoring the West Coast. 

Adm. Jonathan Greenert, chief of naval operations, said 
during a recent Pentagon briefing that the shift to the Pacific is 
the Navy’s “No. 1 focus.” 

Adm. Cecil Haney, commander of the Pacific Fleet, told 
The Associated Press last month that West Coast bases will 
get the most advanced vessels and aircraft, too. 

“It’s not just numbers – it’s also what those platforms, 
what those units, bring to the table,” Haney said. 

Hampton Roads’ fleet will likely grow older as most new 
ships entering the service head west, said Craig Quigley, 
executive director of the Hampton Roads Military and Federal 
Facilities Alliance. 

The region won’t be entirely shut out, but it will get 
proportionally less than the West Coast, Quigley said. 

“There are going to be new destroyers assigned here. 
There will be new submarines assigned here.” 

Peter Daly, a retired rear admiral and executive director of 
the U.S. Naval Institute, predicted that the continued crisis in 
the Middle East might slow the Pacific shift. 

“It takes six weeks steaming when you really go 
expeditiously from San Diego up to the Persian Gulf,” Daly 
said recently while attending the annual Joint Warfighting 
Conference in Virginia Beach. 



 

35 
 

“You can do it from two to 2½ weeks from here. I think 
the reality of that will slow down the pace of the 60-40. You 
have this stated goal, but the realities of the world will drive 
it.” 

The most immediate loss to the West Coast will be the 
departure of the 40-person staff of Carrier Air Wing 17 from 
Oceana this year, followed by two yet-to-be-identified 
squadrons that will transfer in 2014 to Lemoore Naval Air 
Station in California. Five carrier air wings and 36 squadrons 
are assigned to Oceana. 

At the same time, changes to NATO’s European ballistic 
missile defense system – sparked by the threat of Iran’s 
weapons development program – spurred the Navy to 
announce it will send three destroyers from Norfolk to Rota 
Naval Station on Spain’s southwest coast. The Ross, Porter 
and Donald Cook, all with ballistic missile defense 
capabilities, will move in 2014 and 2015. 

The Navy plans to send six Hampton Roads ships to 
Florida – even as its goal of shifting a Norfolk-based aircraft 
carrier to Jacksonville is on hold, blocked by Virginia’s 
congressional delegation. 

Navy officials announced last month that the New York, 
an amphibious transport dock ship, will go to Jacksonville’s 
Mayport Naval Station next year, followed by the amphibious 
assault ship Iwo Jima and the Fort McHenry, a dock landing 
ship, in 2014. 

Navy leaders have told U.S. Rep. Ander Crenshaw, whose 
Florida district includes the base, that three Norfolk-based 
guided missile destroyers will move to Mayport – one next 
year and two in 2014. 

Pentagon officials say the relocations give a needed boost 
to Florida’s ship maintenance industry, which has lost 
considerable work in recent years with the shrinking of 
Mayport’s fleet. The military considers a robust ship repair 
industry important to national security. 

Mayport currently has 16 ships, nine of which are 
scheduled to be decommissioned over the next four years. The 
facility had been a conventional carrier base for a half century 
until the John F. Kennedy was decommissioned in 2007. It is 
not equipped to handle nuclear-powered carriers. 

Navy leaders aren’t giving up on upgrading the base so a 
nuclear-powered carrier can be stationed there. They insist that 
dispersal of the East Coast carriers, which are homeported 
solely in Norfolk, is necessary to protect them from natural 
disasters and terrorist attacks, and to give the service another 
nuclear-capable Atlantic homeport in case of emergencies. 

In addition to the relocations, eight locally based ships are 
slated to be decommissioned over the next five years. Included 
are the carrier Enterprise, four frigates, a guided missile 
cruiser, a submarine and an amphibious ship. 

An effort is under way to block the decommissioning of 
the Norfolk-based cruiser Anzio. U.S. Rep. Randy Forbes, R-
Chesapeake, successfully included funding in a defense bill 
that allocates $462 million for upgrading the Anzio and two 
other cruisers to keep them in service. The measure passed the 
House but needs Senate approval. 

The decommissioning of the 51-year-old Enterprise later 
this year after it returns from its final deployment will be 
offset by the August arrival of the carrier Abraham Lincoln 
from Everett, Wash. 

The Lincoln will be at Norfolk Naval Station before it 
moves to Newport News Shipbuilding in February for a three-
year refueling overhaul. 

The ship’s crew of about 3,000 and their families also are 
moving to Hampton Roads. 

Also coming is the hospital ship Comfort from Baltimore 
to Norfolk. A Mayport-based guided missile cruiser is 
expected to relocate to Norfolk in 2014. 

Officials say the Hampton Roads region, long home to the 
Navy’s largest base, will remain vital even if fewer ships are 
based here. More than 80,000 Sailors still would be stationed 
here. 

“The Navy’s partnership with the Hampton Roads region 
is stronger and more important now than ever and will 
continue to play a critical role in delivering ready forces,” said 
Adm. John C. Harvey Jr., U.S. Fleet Forces commander. “Our 
Sailors and their families have called Hampton Roads home 
for over 200 years, and I’m certain they will continue to do so 
well into the future.” 

If the current plans remain in place, the departures won’t 
be quick. After Ford announced in 2006 it would close its 
Norfolk truck assembly plant, about 2,400 jobs disappeared 
within a year. The Navy attrition won’t be that abrupt. 

Quigley, of the military facilities alliance, said the 
regional economy will be better able to absorb the Navy trims. 

Koch predicted, however, that the cutbacks will be felt 
throughout the economy, from storefronts to auto sales to real 
estate. 

“That’s in many ways unfortunate because right now we 
seem to be turning the corner on housing,” he said. 

A downsized Hampton Roads fleet may have the most 
direct impact on the private contractors that maintain the 
ships, said Tom Epley, president and CEO of Marine 
Hydraulics International and chairman of the Virginia Ship 
Repair Association. 

“We feel it’s going to result in permanent job losses of 
about 650 full-time positions across the waterfront,” Epley 
said. “You’re talking about blue- and white-collar jobs that 
pay from $10 an hour for the lowest to $45 an hour for the 
highest. 

“It’s a full range of personnel. Laborers to project 
managers to purchasers … everybody.” 

Hampton Roads’ loss will be someplace else’s gain. 
For example, the three-ship amphibious group moving to 

Mayport will provide $75 million in maintenance contracts for 
Jacksonville-area ship repair businesses, Navy Secretary Ray 
Mabus said. 

Separate from the Navy’s short- and long-range plans, 
Hampton Roads and other military-rich communities could see 
deeper cuts beginning in January. 

Congress and the White House are sparring over how best 
to avoid $500 billion in automatic defense budget cuts over 10 
years, beginning next year with about $110 billion in 
reductions. A recent George Mason University study 
estimated the cuts could result in 200,000 job losses in 
Virginia. 

The looming defense cuts, known as sequestration, are 
triggered by legislation Congress passed last year when it 
approved raising the federal debt ceiling. Some lawmakers 
have said it’s unlikely the issue will be resolved until after the 
Nov. 6 national elections. 
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Quigley said Hampton Roads won’t stop being important 
to the Navy, but changes are coming. 

“In a perfect world, I would say a lot of the decisions that 
are being called for wouldn’t be made in the first place, but 
that’s not the reality of the world we live in. We will feel those 
budget pressures in Hampton Roads.” 

Norfolk Mayor Paul Fraim said the reduction of the fleet, 
while not pleasant, shouldn’t be surprising for a Navy 

community that for generations has had to endure the ups and 
downs of deployments and defense funding. 

“Our view has been that whatever is in the best interest of 
national defense and the Navy is in our best interest as well,” 
said Fraim, whose son-in-law is a Navy pilot heading 
overseas. “We certainly see them more than just an economic 
development machine in our community. 

“It’s part of who we are.” 
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44. 2005 BRAC Cost More, Saved Less Than Estimated 
(NEWPORT NEWS DAILY PRESS 29 JUL 12) ... Hugh Lessig 

NEWPORT NEWS, Va. — Sequestration is the newest 
scary word to enter the military vocabulary of Hampton 
Roads, a Beltway term for deep cuts in defense and non-
defense spending that will take effect in January unless 
Washington decides otherwise. 

Before sequestration there was BRAC, the base closing 
and realignment commission that last hit Virginia in 2005. It 
closed Fort Monroe in Hampton and merged some common 
functions at four bases that resulted in the creation of Joint 
Base Langley-Eustis on the Peninsula and Joint Expeditionary 
Base Little Creek-Fort Story in South Hampton Roads. 

As Congress debates sequestration, BRAC continues to be 
in the undercurrent of conversation. The Obama 
administration has proposed BRAC rounds for 2013 and 2015, 
and while next year's prospects appear all but dead, a former 
Navy secretary said recently that 2015 seems more likely as 
the military continues to downsize, shift focus and try to save 
money. 

But the 2005 BRAC round has fallen fall short of its 
original billing – at least as far as taxpayer savings are 
concerned. 

Overall, one-time construction costs related to BRAC 
jumped by 67 percent, from a $21 billion estimate to $35.1 
billion in 2011. 

Five projects had one-time cost increases that skyrocketed 
beyond 1,000 percent of what Congress was originally told. 
Two were tied to Fort Lee in Prince George County. 

Due primarily to those one-time cost increases, the 
expected 20-year net present value of BRAC 2005 – a 
measure of costs and savings over time – has plummeted by 
72 percent. 

GAO Report 
These figures are from the Government Accountability 

Office, which has published a series of analyses on the 2005 
BRAC, the most recent one released last month. 

GAO's Brian Lapore noted that 2005 BRAC differed from 
previous rounds. It was the biggest and most complex round 
ever, involving 800 defense locations and relocating more than 
125,000 people. While previous BRAC efforts focused on 
shedding waste, the military saw the 2005 BRAC as a way to 
realign its forces to meet defense needs 20 years in the future. 

Functions were combined and realigned. Missions were 
transferred from base to base. To make it all fit, the military 
had to construct or retool at a myriad of locations. 

Rep. Randy Forbes, R-Chesapeake, said he gets that part. 
"That is a fair analysis," he said. "The BRAC rounds in 

2005 were not just force reductions. They were designed with 
multiple-purpose approach. But having said that, it is vitally 

important when you sell these programs, you do not do a bait 
and switch. 

"They were giving these cost figures early on, and that's 
what led Congress to make those decisions. When you make 
these policy decisions, you need to be making them on a 
reasonable basis." 

Last week, Rep. Rob Wittman, R-Westmoreland, 
successfully amended the defense appropriations bill to block 
federal funding for the 2013 BRAC round. He says the timing 
is all wrong. 

With the drawdown in Afghanistan, a proposed shift in 
naval forces from the Atlantic to the Pacific and other 
reductions already planned, the situation is too uncertain to 
decide whether to close bases. 

"This is the last period of time you want to be doing 
BRAC," he said. "We don't get a redo on this. You can't say 
afterward, whoops we really need that base." 

Joint Basing 
Forbes, who like Wittman sits on the House Armed 

Services Committee, said he is skeptical of future BRAC 
rounds because the Defense Department has been "notoriously 
off" on previous BRAC predictions. 

For example, a 175 percent cost overrun occurred at 
Marine Corps Base Quantico, GAO says. The military closed 
various locations it had leased for investigative and counter-
intelligence functions and moved them to Quantico. The 
required square footage was underestimated because the Navy 
did not include space for students or contractors to train there. 
As a result, construction cost $222 million more than planned. 

Bad estimates happened on the local front, too. 
In a move to joint basing, 26 installations consolidated 

management and support into 12 joint bases. Specific figures 
for Langley-Eustis and Little Creek-Fort Story are not yet 
available. GAO is actually working on a separate report 
devoted to joint basing. 

But overall, the long-term savings dropped from initial 
estimates by 80 percent. 

BRAC and the GAO both measure long-term savings by 
20-year net present value. Lepore said it attempts to account 
for inflation and the value of money over time, and is 
considered a meaningful measure of a project's financial 
performance. 

The original estimate said joint basing would result in a 
20-year net present value of $2.3 billion. 

The current estimate is $249 million. 
One reason, Lapore said, is that the military required joint 

bases to meet various standards for functions like security, 
custodial services, grounds maintenance and fire protection – 
things that the bases could combine. 
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That turned out to be good news and bad news. The good 
news was that the new standards were very close to the 
military's existing requirements. The bad news: Because of 
lack of funding, installations were not meeting the existing 
standards anyway, so it would still cost more. 

So for example, when it came to mowing the lawn, the 
military needed to maintain grass height at 2-4 inches "and 
accomplish necessary trimming, edging, pruning, and 
landscaping to maintain healthy vegetation and a professional 
appearance," according to one standard that GAO quoted in an 
earlier report. 

Fort Monroe 
The June GAO report is the first time the agency has 

listed all 182 BRAC projects in a single list. It offers some 
numbers on the closing of Fort Monroe in Hampton, which 
triggered greater construction at Fort Eustis in Newport News. 

The 20-year savings estimate has dropped here as well. It 
was estimated to be $686.6 million. It is now less than half 
that, at $323.9 million. 

The June report does not offer detail on Monroe or most 
other projects. But in a list of 182 projects with the biggest 
drop in savings listed at the top, Fort Monroe ranks 26th. 

Whither BRAC? 
Last week, the subject of BRAC came up during a 

presentation by law firm Williams Mullen before the Virginia 
Peninsula Chamber of Commerce. The subject was 
sequestration, but some of the discussion focused on the 
possibility of another BRAC. 

William L. Ball III, a former Navy secretary under 
President Ronald Reagan, sat on the 1991 BRAC commission. 
He said it might be possible to avoid a base-closing round next 
year, but it will be more difficult in 2015. 

"It's hard to see how they would realign without it," he 
said. 

The GAO's documentation of the 2005 round "is 
resonating on Capitol Hill," Ball said, because it shows how 
unanticipated costs can alter projects. If there is a subsequent 
BRAC round, he said, it will likely be focused more on simple 
reduction rather than another complex realignment. 
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45. Naval Forces Europe Band Prepares Debut Performance In Edinburgh 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 27 JUL 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Jason Howard, Commander, U.S. Naval Forces 
Europe-Africa/U.S. 6th Fleet Public Affairs 

NAPLES, Italy -- Commander, U.S. Naval Forces Europe 
(CNE) Band prepared for their performance for the 2012 
Royal Edinburgh Military Tattoo while on board Naval 
Support Activity Naples, July 25. 

This will be the first time a U.S. Navy band has 
participated in the Royal Edinburgh Military Tattoo since its 
beginning in 1950. 

The event is widely considered to be one of the most 
popular and largely attended military tattoos in Europe, selling 
out completely for the last 13 years. 

"We've been preparing for this for about six months now," 
said Lt. David Latour, director of CNE Band. "It is exciting 
and an honor to be representing the U.S. Naval Forces Europe 
and the U.S. at this international tattoo, especially knowing 
this will be the first time a U.S. Navy band will perform there. 
We have a great show to perform and look forward to doing 
our best to represent the U.S. Navy." 

With the usual military tattoo normally lasting no longer 
than a weekend, the Royal Edinburgh Military Tattoo will take 
place Aug. 3-25, with nearly 1,000 performers including 
hundreds of musicians, pipers, drummers, singers and dancers 
from all over the world. 

"This is a really big opportunity for us," said Musician 
Seaman Alexis Thompson, French horn. "It will give us an 
opportunity to showcase our talent in front of millions of 
people." 

The highlight of the Royal Edinburgh Military Tattoo will 
be the Massed Military Band, which is a combination of every 
military band from around the world coming together to 
perform in one ensemble. 

"To me, the greatest part of performing at Edinburgh will 
be seeing all of the bands come together as one unit," said 
Musician Seaman Christopher Sibbers, French horn. "I can't 
even imagine how spectacular being a part of that will be." 
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46. Independent Review Supports Pacific Realignment Plans 
(STARS AND STRIPES 27 JUL 12) ... Travis J. Tritten 

CAMP FOSTER, Okinawa — An independent review 
submitted to Congress and made public Friday supports plans 
to relocate U.S. military forces in the Pacific over criticism 
from some lawmakers that the realignment is unaffordable and 
unrealistic. 

The Center for Strategic and International Studies, a 
Washington, D.C., think tank, recommended the U.S. continue 
to follow an April agreement with Japan to relocate the 
Futenma air station farther north on Okinawa and transfer 
9,000 Marines to Guam and elsewhere in the Pacific. 

The Senate pushed to freeze all realignment spending 
until an independent review of the Department of Defense 
plans was completed. Some lawmakers saw it as a way to 
force the military to consider alternate plans for deploying 
forces at the Futenma base and on Guam, projects with 

shifting price tags that have racked up years of delays due to 
public opposition in Japan. 

“We are pleased that the CSIS study supports the 
department’s strategy for the Asia-Pacific, our approach to 
U.S. defense posture in the region, and the importance of 
having forces forward to engage with allies and partners,” 
Defense Secretary Leon Panetta said in written comments sent 
to Congress and released to Stars and Stripes by DOD 
spokeswoman Maj. Catherine Wilkinson. 

The think tank, DOD and some members of Congress had 
declined to release the review. Over 100 pages of the review 
were released to the media Friday by Guam’s representative in 
Congress. 

Sen. Jim Webb, D-Va., along with powerful colleagues in 
the Senate Committee on Armed Services, spearheaded the 
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congressional call for review of the realignment. His office 
was not immediately available for comment Friday. 

The U.S. and Japan announced a new agreement on the 
Pacific realignment in April that the allies said would cost 
$8.6 billion and shift about 9,000 Marines off Okinawa while 
redeploying about 5,000 to Guam. The remainder would likely 
be divided between Hawaii and a new joint base in Darwin, 
Australia. 

“These plans are at the center of a logjam between DOD, 
which would like to implement them, and the Congress, which 
is reluctant to authorize funding absent better details about 
cost and long-term master plans,” the CSIS review found. 

To break the logjam, the think tank suggested DOD create 
specific milestone goals for the Pacific realignment and 
Congress approve funding incrementally as each goal is 
achieved. It also said the department should provide an annual 
update to lawmakers on its progress. 

But few changes ought to be made to the realignment 
plans, the review found. 

It said the U.S. should stick to its troubled effort to close 
Futenma and move the Marine Corps flight operations to the 
Camp Schwab base on the coast of northern Okinawa. Despite 
facing strong political head winds, the move to Schwab 
remains the most viable option and progress on the move may 
still be possible, the review found. 

All other options for relocating Futenma have significant 
drawbacks, including suggestions by members of Congress 
that the military move the air station a few miles up the road to 
Kadena Air Base, the think tank said. 

“Integrating Marine functions at Futenma into operations 
at Kadena Air Base also faces stiff and almost uniform local 
and national opposition due to concerns about noise and 
safety,” the review said. 

Meanwhile, the U.S. should begin construction work on 
Guam by prioritizing critical upgrades such as pipelines and 
roads that will be necessary even if the U.S. ultimately decides 
to redeploy fewer than the 5,000 Marines now envisioned, the 
think tank said. 

Return to Index 
 
 

NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
47. The New New Thing 
Even as Pentagon budgets shrink, innovative defense companies have struck it rich off the effort to reset, 
upgrade, and get networked. 
(NATIONAL JOURNAL 28 JUL 12) ... Kevin Baron 

Last year, a four-star general summoned a dozen 
executives from small-, medium-, and “Eisenhower”-sized 
defense contractors to the Pentagon for a chat about the 
industry’s future. 

According to Joseph Dyer, a retired vice admiral who 
attended but declined to name others present, the senior officer 
wanted to gauge the mood about the coming spending cuts. 
The Defense Department already plans to slash $487 billion 
from its 10-year budget, and if the sequester takes effect, that 
number will top $1 trillion. Coming off a decade of war, the 
future of big-ticket items worth billions of dollars is in doubt, 
and expansive new projects are dead on arrival. 

The mood in the room was grim. “There was a lot of 
‘God, ain’t it awful?’ ” talk, Dyer says. Most industry players 
and congressional Republicans speak with one voice: The 
Obama administration’s cuts to the military will cost jobs, hurt 
innovation, and leave the country unprepared to defend itself 
or implement its global-security strategy. And in case of 
sequestration, pack the kids and head for the mountains with a 
bowie knife if you want to survive. 

Dyer was purveying a different message. True, the 
Pentagon is buying fewer of the headline-grabbing, years-to-
develop weapons systems that live like ballast on the 
department’s ledger. The Navy delayed plans to build the next 
aircraft carrier (after the USS Gerald Ford is completed) by 
two years and reduced orders for the futuristic Littoral Combat 
Ship and Virgina-class “boomer” submarines. F-22 production 
is finished. Lockheed Martin’s F-35 is struggling to survive, 
and the Navy asked Congress to cut its orders by 50 percent 
for the next five years. The Air Force’s long-range bomber to 
replace the B-52 is still 10 years from its first rivet. The Army 
will spend less time and money developing the Joint Light 
Tactical Vehicle, its replacement for the Humvee. Even the 
Pentagon’s shopping spree for drones is winding down. 

But the glass is actually half full—$500 billion full—
Dyer said, who now handles strategy for iRobot, the 
Massachusetts-based company that made a fortune selling 
explosive-sniffing bots to the Army during the Iraq war. If 
companies can improve their existing platforms, they can 
make big money. That means a change of focus from blue-
chip weapons built across dozens of congressional districts to 
newer, more-modest ideas: video-enhancement software, 
proprietary broadband radios, backpack-sized networking 
hubs, and nanotechnology-based materials such as bulletproof 
fabric. (“Joe,” one of the executives shot back at Dyer, “that’s 
easy for you to say. You’re part of the future.”) 

According to the administration’s strategic guidance, a 
document prioritizing U.S. threats that was drafted late last 
year by White House and defense officials and issued by 
President Obama at the Pentagon in January, the military is 
devoting itself to counterterrorism and special operations, 
training foreign militaries, increasing intelligence and 
surveillance, and electronic warfare. Defense executives 
looking for postwar contracts will need to serve those needs. 
They’re hunting for ways to make the Pentagon’s aging 
arsenal more affordable by refashioning everything to be 
lighter and more portable, by manufacturing durable goods 
that need less maintenance, and by introducing automation to 
reduce manpower. And the small- and medium-sized high-
tech companies that don’t make fighter planes and tanks are 
well poised to rake in this cash. 

The Goods 
For all of Washington’s apocalyptic rhetoric about 

defense cuts, the Pentagon still has a long shopping list. 
Drones built with a single antiquated video camera are being 
refitted with multiple high-definition ones. The broadband 
required to move that much data is being sent through ever-
smaller, faster, and more secure receivers. The video they 
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capture is enhanced by powerful new software that can operate 
off an iPad carried by special operations forces chasing 
terrorists. The cables and wires running through everything 
that moves are becoming lighter and bulletproof. Every 
computer in the military needs secure connections in the Big 
Data age. And it all needs upkeep. 

Dyke Weatherington, deputy director of unmanned 
warfare in the Pentagon’s Portfolio Systems Acquisitions 
office, oversees 99 percent of the department’s pocketbook for 
unmanned aircraft, sensors, and communications links. His 
budget will fall 20 to 28 percent in research and development, 
procurement, and (thanks to the end of the Afghanistan and 
Iraq wars) operations and maintenance, he tells National 
Journal. He is winding down purchases of AAI’s Shadow 
drone and General Atomics’ Reaper and Grey Eagle (the 
successor to the Predator). 

But those vehicles still need upkeep. Within the shrinking 
drone budget, the “sustainment lines” are rising. “Investment 
is shifting from buying more new stuff to improving the stuff 
that we currently have,” Weatherington says. “The migration 
from analog to HD video,” he explains, is just one such area. 
The armed forces are also acquiring new payloads for 
unmanned systems. The Pentagon wants to mothball the latest 
lot of Northrop Grumman’s Global Hawks—large Air Force 
spy drones it says grew too costly—but to continue upgrading 
a $1.16 billion 2008 contract for the Navy’s older versions of 
the Global Hawk. It will add 360-degree maritime radars 
networked to its “broad-area maritime surveillance,” an ocean-
sized monitoring system that links aircraft and ground 
listening stations. The Army plans to do the same for its Grey 
Eagle. And the Air Force will continue adding $15 million 
multi-aperture, broad-area sensors to its Reapers. 
Modifications to robots and drones could go on indefinitely. 
As long as they can fly, roll, or swim, they will need better 
cameras, wires, transmitters, receivers, batteries—name a part. 

This is hardly the stock in trade of blue-chip contractors, 
because the margins are narrow. The “flyaway cost” for a new 
Reaper is about $14 million, while the upgrade to a hi-def 
camera housing, Weatherington estimates, costs just a few 
million dollars. Good for the Pentagon, not as good for 
General Atomics. “Generally, industry is very concerned,” he 
says. 

Yet the smaller players evince a kind of hopeful 
scrappiness. “Normal people don’t do this,” says Peter L. 
Antoinette, president and CEO of New Hampshire-based 
Nanocomp Technologies, which produces sheets, tapes, 
conductive wires, and yarns made of extremely tough and 
lightweight carbon nanotube fibers. The bearded, fast-talking 
Antoinette resembles the OxyClean guy from TV more than a 
high-tech defense lobbyist courting Washington. His chair 
barely holds him down as he pauses in the rotunda of the 
Russell Senate Office building after a day of door-to-door 
salesmanship and talks about retrofitting the military’s aging 
aircraft. 

Outside a reception for New Hampshire businesses (most 
make things like hand-dipped chocolates), Antoinette pulls a 
crinkled zip-close bag out of his worn backpack. First he 
extracts a finger-sized sample of nearly indestructible 
conductive wire that weighs about half as much as an equal-
length piece of brittle copper used in aging military vehicles. 
Then comes a square of charcoal-gray fabric “six business 
cards thick” that can stop a 9mm round. Nanocomp’s 

promotional materials say that a copper wire broke after 
14,000 test bends but that its fiber lasted through 2.5 million 
bends. The company’s product already protects the attitude 
controls and main engine of the Juno satellite heading for 
Jupiter. 

Nanocomp, however, is no Boeing. Established in 2004, 
the company now has 53 employees (with 10 new hires in the 
past three months) and two locations covering 41,000 square 
feet. In May, it opened its first full nano-manufacturing 
facility, and it plans to hire 40 people—almost all in 
manufacturing—unless Congress blocks the sequester. But so 
far, it can produce only enough material to pass qualification 
tests, and copper is still four times cheaper than the nano wire. 
Antoinette describes a catch-22: He needs a Pentagon-sized 
investment of up to $50 million to expand and drive down 
costs, but he’ll get that kind of order only if he can undercut 
copper. 

The chief technology officer for Lockheed Martin sees 
that kind of dilemma as temporary. Ray Johnson believes that 
the United States is just beginning a revolution in material 
sciences, thanks to wartime nanotech advances he compares to 
the industrialization of aluminum, steel, and plastic. Lockheed 
has developed some products internally, but to meet the 
exploding need for military updates, Johnson sees a future of 
“partnerships”—subcontracting as well as mergers. “We will 
likely partner with people who know how to do the bulk 
manufacturing,” he says. “Medium- and small-sized 
companies will be a part of this material-science revolution. 
And as providers of components and subassemblies for major 
systems, they’ll take advantage of that.” 

The Business 
Quantifying this market is difficult, according to budget 

analysts, and the Pentagon does not break down its spending 
by sustainment, because modification costs are built in to 
some big contracts, spread across accounts on other weapons 
systems, or simply arise unexpectedly. And the Pentagon’s 
fiscal 2013 budget request reduces spending in virtually every 
account. But there’s little doubt that modification is 
happening. “I don’t know that it’s fully shown up in the 
budget numbers yet. You’d have to do a lot of granular 
digging on a program-by-program basis,” says Jason Gursky, 
a defense analyst at Citigroup. But investors have long 
expected this to happen as the wars trailed off, he says. 
“Instead of buying new or replacing, you upgrade; you rip out 
the guts of what you’ve got.” 

On one hand, antimine technology for the Army drops 
from $33 million in the budget to $19 million; missile 
technology falls from $67 million to $49 million; medical 
technology gets cut nearly in half to $69 million. On the other 
hand is a list of accounts that update tools or help the 
Pentagon reduce its manpower burdens. The ledger’s 
categories for things like “advanced weapon technology” or 
“advanced simulation and concepts”—tech-heavy digital items 
rather than conventional strike weapons—tell the story. 
Spending for electronic warfare such as telecom surveillance 
and jamming enemy signals skyrockets from $34 million to 
$181 million. This is the kind of money that pays for 
nanotechnology. Meanwhile, some drones get a boost: One of 
the only prototype accounts to grow covers unmanned ground 
vehicles. The Navy wants more money to study how to launch 
drones from aircraft carriers. 
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Last year, analysts with Fairfax, Va.-based Teal Group 
estimated that U.S. spending on just the optics and infrared 
sensors aboard unmanned aerial vehicles would jump from 
$813 million in fiscal 2011 to nearly $1.7 billion in fiscal 
2020. They had already forecast that the Pentagon was losing 
its taste for big-ticket drones like Global Hawk in favor of 
better equipped ones it already owns that deliver on the cheap. 
“Northrop Grumman has taken home the taxpayers’ money for 
air-vehicle development,” they wrote, “while General Atomics 
has provided 40 times the [sensor] effectiveness on the 
battlefield.” The Pentagon is upgrading even Lockheed’s 
troubled F-35—before it reaches full production. Johnson said 
that “several hundred” components of the F-35 already were 
under review. Last year, the firm announced that a new epoxy, 
using carbon nanotubes, would replace the original carbon-
fiber wingtips. (These may go onto other aircraft, too, officials 
say.) And the delay in F-35 deliveries will push Defense to 
spend more maintenance dollars on F-18 squadrons. 

Upgrading aircraft before they’re ready is not new, but it 
is still controversial. The F-22 program began in 1991 with a 
12-year timeline. But after Sept. 11, 2001, the Pentagon 
wanted its post-Soviet air-to-air fighter to handle air-to-ground 
targeting and surveillance, too. Onboard computers from the 
1990s needed updating. The program grew so expensive that 
in 2010 the Pentagon stopped buying new F-22s after it had 
spent $67.3 billion for 188 aircraft. In May, the Government 
Accountability Office found that modernization costs for those 
planes have more than doubled from original projections to 
$11 billion. No F-22 has seen combat, but upgrades continue. 
The plans call for $1.2 billion in electronic protections, in-
flight networking, new missiles, structural repairs, and 
maintenance. GAO found that the cost for all remaining 
known upgrades scheduled for the F-22 could hit $6.2 billion 
by 2020, 17 years after the development phase was supposed 
to end. 

The debacle has pushed procurement officers to demand 
affordability rather than new capabilities. That’s a historic 
shift, Johnson says, and a lesson for small companies looking 
for business: “Think about making systems cheaper. And not 
giving up a lot in capability.” One way to stay cheap is to 
refuse big taxpayer dollars for research. Harris, a medium-
sized defense contractor, prides itself on owning the market 
for radios used by ground troops and special operators, 
because of its decision to make some products outside of 
DOD’s “program of record” system. That’s the designation 
given to companies developing lucrative weapons from 
scratch, but it also comes with Pentagon-sized red tape and 
oversight. The system makes sense for ships and planes, but 
not so much for smaller items. Harris lost a POR bid 10 years 
ago, but instead of walking away, it beat the competition 
(General Dynamics) to market with commercial, off-the-shelf 
products. As a result, Harris is not so concerned about 
Obama’s defense-spending hold. When the military needs 
Harris’s expertise, it will call. 

During the wars, soldiers on foot patrol had to lug 
cumbersome equipment to receive instant video feeds from 
drones overhead. An aircraft with a standard-definition camera 
relayed its signal through transmitters so large they were 
carried in vehicles or left at base camps, then sent to a 
telephone book-sized receiver fed into a laptop watched by a 
soldier. Now, everything has to be faster, lighter, smaller, and 
more secure. Drones with high-resolution cameras needed 
more bandwidth to network with dozens of devices carried 
directly below, so Harris created a handheld multiband video 
receiver (based on a Harris radio already in the field) to view 
feeds from most intelligence or surveillance platforms. A 
DOD-monitored program of record would have taken years to 
build the device, according to a source familiar with the 
competition. Harris did it in six months. 

Other small defense contractors that eschew the POR 
designation see dollar signs ahead. Sean Varah, CEO of 
Silicon Valley’s 7-year-old MotionDSP, has 20 employees 
and software that automatically fixes blemishes in live-
streaming video (say, from a shaky camera or a hazy day in 
Afghanistan) sent through an image-degrading network back 
to Nevada, in less than 100 milliseconds. It runs on laptops 
and, soon, on iPads and iPhones. The Air Force would need 
137,000 people by 2015 to watch all the incoming video it 
gathers, so MotionDSP tries to improve images to the point 
that automated programs can discern terrorists from 
schoolchildren. Varah says he has contracts with every 
intelligence agency and more than 100 police agencies, 
although he declines to share specifics. “We’re really excited 
to be in the one area of the DOD budget that’s not getting 
cut,” he says, crediting the flexibility of public and private 
investment outside the POR to come up with something his 
company knew would be a winner on the defense market soon. 

Contractors like these, rarely seen on Capitol Hill or in 
the kind of splashy ads plastered in Washington’s subway 
system, are pulling in multimillion-dollar contracts to do 
things such as upgrading the Army’s e-mail system, building 
secure storage for digital information, and launching 
geospatial-intelligence networks for all that Big Data being 
collected globally in the surveillance age. Or replacing copper 
with nanotube fibers. Or replacing soldiers with robots. 
iRobot’s Dyer believes he’s on the verge of crashing through a 
legendary ceiling by putting robots in the infantry forever. His 
robots, constantly reprogrammed and retrofitted with more 
automation than ever, will scout out caves, tunnels, and 
terrorist hideouts—doing the job that, for hundreds of years, 
has killed 19-year-old privates. 

“Relatively speaking, we are well positioned and excited 
about the future,” he said, defying industry gloom. “A half-
trillion-dollar market’s a half-trillion-dollar market.” That 
happens to be the size of the budget cut. Which shows that, if 
you know what you’re doing, there’s just as much money to 
be made as before. 
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48. General Warns Of Dramatic Increase In Cyber-Attacks On U.S. Firms 
(LOS ANGELES TIMES 28 JUL 12) ... Ken Dilanian 

ASPEN, Colo. -- Computer intrusions by hackers, 
criminals and nations against U.S. infrastructure increased 
seventeenfold from 2009 to 2011, the nation's chief cyber 

defender says, and it's only a matter of time before such an 
attack causes physical damage. 
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Gen. Keith Alexander, who heads the National Security 
Agency and the U.S. Cyber Command, revealed the statistics 
in a rare public interview Thursday at the Aspen Security 
Forum, a gathering of national security officials. He called for 
passage of legislation being debated by the Senate that would 
set up a voluntary system for companies to shore up their 
computer defenses. 

The NSA eavesdrops on communications around the 
world, and it also monitors cyber-attacks. U.S. Cyber 
Command is responsible for offensive cyber operations. 

Alexander did not say how many attacks happen each 
year against critical infrastructure, such as electrical, water, 
chemical and nuclear plants. Such intrusions are typically 
designed to probe defenses and lay the groundwork for a 
destructive attack. Many plants and factories are run by 
networked industrial control systems, so an attacker who 
seizes control of such a system could wreak havoc. 

Echoing remarks he has made before, Alexander said the 
U.S. lacks sufficient defenses against cyber-attacks. On a scale 
of 1 to 10, he said, American preparedness for a large-scale 
cyber-attack is “around a 3.” 

He said he was particularly worried about attacks that 
could shut down parts of the electrical grid or compromise 
public water systems. 

“Destructive cyber-attacks against critical infrastructure 
are coming,” Alexander said. 

Alexander said the military had yet to work out rules of 
engagement for responding to cyber-attacks, and he pointed 
out that neither of his agencies have the authority to defend 
against a cyber-attack on a private company, even if that 
company owns crucial infrastructure. The pending bill would 
fix that, he said. 

Some business groups oppose the bill as intrusive, and 
some civil liberties groups say it compromises privacy. 

Alexander pointedly refused to comment on Stuxnet, a 
cyber-attack on Iran’s nuclear enrichment facilities that has 
been reported to have been the work of the U.S. and Israeli 
intelligence. He also pushed back against the notion that the 
uptick in attacks on the U.S. is related to Stuxnet, which was 
first discovered in June 2010. 

Alexander repeated his view that computer-based 
espionage against the industrialized world amounted to “the 
biggest transfer of wealth in history” because “adversaries 
have gone into our companies and taken intellectual property.” 

He cited one estimate by the security firm McAfee that 
the losses from such spying add up to a trillion dollars. But, he 
said, "we don’t know. And which is more alarming: that it’s 
really large, or we don’t even know how large it is? … What 
other countries are doing are stealing the next generation of 
[our] capabilities.” 

Alexander didn’t name the countries, but China and 
Russia have been cited by government officials as the biggest 
culprits, a charge they deny. 
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49. Military Branches Refine Cyber Roles 
(FEDERAL NEWS RADIO 30 JUL 12) ... Jared Serbu 

It's been two years since the joint U.S. Cyber Command 
reached operational capability, but before and since then, each 
of the military services has been hard at work at building its 
own robust but discrete cyber force. The next question is 
who's responsible for what? 

Each of the military services has its own cyber command. 
While their authorities and responsibilities vary somewhat, 
each is accountable for manning and training their forces, and 
operating and defending their respective services' networks. 
But they're also tasked with providing joint cyber capabilities 
to U.S. Cyber Command and the geographic combatant 
commanders around the globe. 

Up until now, defining precisely which national 
cyberspace missions belong to the Army, Air Force, Navy or 
Marine Corps has been a somewhat murky issue, but new 
guidance from Gen. Keith Alexander, the commander of U.S. 
Cyber Command, has begun to clarify the issue, the cyber 
chiefs from each of the four DoD branches told Congress last 
week. 

Arriving at those definitions has been a key priority for 
the military's cyber leaders, said Lt. Gen. Rhett Hernandez, the 
commander of Army cyber command. 

"We really have to nest that strategy from the top to the 
bottom in terms of who's going to do what requirements," he 
said. "I think we all believe that over time a couple things are 
essential. One is that this is going to become more joint. 
Certainly the training and the standards will need to be joint so 
that you can count on cyber warriors being able to interact 
with joint teams. We also need to take a hard look at 
functional requirements and make sure we're providing 

capabilities as one force so you don't duplicate efforts and 
have to de-conflict things too late because you've already 
invested resources. We're working on all of that together." 

Geographically Split Roles 
Hernandez and the other service cyber chiefs told the 

House Armed Services subcommittee on emerging threats and 
capabilities subcommittee that Alexander's operational 
directive, issued within the last several months, gave each 
service a lead cyber role for specific geographic areas of the 
world. 

"[It says] here is my operational vision in terms of how I'll 
parse out who will have leadership within different areas of 
the world," said Vice Adm. Michael Rogers, the commander 
of Navy Fleet Cyber Command. "Once you're designated as 
the lead, then we collaborate with each other for how we're 
going to generate the full spectrum of capability we'll need to 
support those joint commanders. Then the tie-in is the Joint 
Information Environment, which hopefully will give us, over 
time, an underpinning that we can all plug into somewhat 
seamlessly as opposed to what we have now, where that's 
definitely not the case." 

Maj. Gen. Suzanne Vautrinot, commander of the 24th Air 
Force, that service's cyber command, said the order also 
assigns specific tasks to each of the services. 

"It leverages the core competencies that are specialties 
within each of our services, not just for a combatant 
command, but in support of each other as we provide those 
rare capabilities," she said. "And the orders process that began 
when U.S. Cyber Command was established has been very 
freeing in this regard. Those orders come through to all of us 
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to provide capability across the board. Cyber is foundational 
to every one of the air, ground, sea and space missions, and we 
all need to operate in a synchronized and consistent manner." 

But even as the somewhat disjointed pieces that make up 
DoD's network transition to a more homogenous environment 
and the services' cyber operations become more joint, the 
military leaders told lawmakers they also want to make sure 
their individual cyber commands retain the distinctive 
characters of the four services they represent. 

Integration To The Cyber Role Is Necessary 
The Navy's Rogers said it's a message he delivers 

frequently. 
"I regularly tell U.S. Cyber Command, 'Please don't view 

your components as manpower pools.' We are integrated 
warfighting organizations just like every other mission set 
within the Department of Defense," he said. "Task us, just as 
we do in every other mission area across the department. We 
need to bring capacity and capability as an integrated, 
cohesive whole, which is the way we've all structured 
ourselves." 

Rep. Mac Thornberry (R-Texas), chairman of the 
emerging threats subcommittee, was not entirely convinced 
the services will be able to seamlessly interoperate in a joint 
cyber environment. And that he wants to see plenty of testing 
of the new operational directive. 

"It just occurs to me that as you all sort through these 
issues, exercises are going to be really essential to test all this 

out," he said. "I'm not too concerned about the young folks 
who work for you, but I am concerned about all the 
bureaucratic gobbledygook that can foul up even the best 
intentions, and until we exercise some of this capability it'll be 
really hard to know whether it'll really work." 

Among other lessons learned over the past two years, the 
cyber commanders told Congress, has been the surprising rate 
at which servicemembers with highly-valuable cyber skills opt 
to stay in the military rather than rushing to the exits to earn a 
much larger paycheck in industry. 

"To be honest, we've exceeded my expectations," Rogers 
said. "I can well remember one of my concerns early on in this 
mission set was how we were going to retain these men and 
women. The thing that's surprised me the most is that 
increasingly, they view themselves as warriors. That's one 
distinct advantage to those of us in uniform. Our civilian 
counterparts offer many opportunities and arguably, 
advantages, one thing they don't offer is the ability to be a 
warrior. The workforce really seems to crystallize around that 
idea, and the broader Navy as a whole is very energized by the 
mission set and has great respect for that mission set. It goes 
out of its way to highlight to its cyber partners how well-
positioned they are for the future, and the workforce really 
responds well to that." 

The other three cyber leaders agreed retention of cyber 
warriors has turned out to be mostly a non-issue. 

Listen To Audio (RT: 6:2) 
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50. Contractors Bemoan Delays As Rookie U.S. Acquisition Officers Learn Ropes 
(BLOOMBERG GOVERNMENT 30 JUL 12) ... Nick Taborek 

Claudine Adams, the president of a small technology 
contractor in Maryland, walked into a routine meeting at an 
Army base in April and was surprised to find herself face-to-
face with three government attorneys. 

It wasn't the start of a legal dispute. Instead, it appeared 
the lawyers were there to keep acquisition officials from 
saying too much, said Adams, who has worked in government 
contracting for more than 20 years. 

"They're going to the lawyers because they're 
inexperienced," she said in a phone interview. 

The federal workforce charged with awarding more than 
$500 billion in contracts annually isn't as seasoned as it was a 
decade ago, according to government data. Almost a third of 
the government's acquisition officers had less than five years 
of experience in their jobs last year, compared with 6.8 
percent in 2001. 

The lack of experience, most pronounced at the Pentagon, 
has delayed contracts and also may have contributed to rookie 
mistakes that have prompted protests, according to contractors 
and attorneys who represent them. 

Contracting officers frequently haven't mastered basic 
federal acquisition rules, said John Chierichella, a partner in 
Sheppard Mullin Richter & Hampton's Washington office who 
has practiced procurement law since 1975. It's an increasing 
problem, he said. 

A vendor he represented in 2009 filed a protest after the 
Pentagon excluded it from a multibillion-dollar contract for 
technology services. The company, which Chierichella 
declined to identify, objected to the government's cost 
analysis. It ended up that acquisition officials had not 

conducted one, and his client was awarded the contract after 
the delay. 

"Too often, mistakes are being made that I find 
surprising," he said in a phone interview. "They don't seem to 
have the experience to know that when you ignore a 
mandatory requirement, you're asking for trouble." 

Congress has recognized the need to educate the 
acquisition workforce. It allocated about $1.8 billion to a fund 
created in 2008 for hiring and training acquisition workers, 
according to a June report by the Government Accountability 
Office, Congress's investigative arm. The fund had been used 
to hire about 5,855 people and add 19,000 classroom seats at 
the Defense Acquisition University through Sept. 30, the 
report stated. 

The Defense Department since 2009 has made 
"significant progress in rebuilding the capacity of the 
acquisition workforce," Cheryl Irwin, a spokeswoman for the 
Pentagon, said in an e-mail. "While some additional growth 
may be possible, other initiatives will continue emphasis on 
building the qualifications of the workforce we have." 

Army attorneys at the command where Adams's company 
is a contractor "provide legal guidance to government officials 
during the acquisition process whenever that guidance is 
requested by a program manager or contracting officer," 
Andricka Thomas, a spokeswoman for the service, said in an 
e-mail. 

The number of workers classified as contracting 
professionals increased 27 percent to 33,274 in 10 years, 
according to data compiled by the Office of Personnel 
Management. That growth failed to match the increase in 
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spending on contracts, which more than doubled to $535 
billion in the year ended Sept. 30, from $221 billion in fiscal 
2001, according to federal procurement data. 

The Defense Department had the highest share of 
contracting employees with less than five years of service, at 
34 percent. It was followed by the Department of Veterans 
Affairs, with 33 percent, and the Department of Homeland 
Security, at 32 percent. 

The lowest rates were at the departments of Agriculture 
and of Housing and Urban Development, both at about 13 
percent. 

The Defense Department, which accounts for about 70 
percent of contract spending, didn't have a large-enough 
workforce to handle the boom in awards, said Jacques 
Gansler, a professor at the University of Maryland and a 
former top Pentagon weapons buyer. 

"The solution was, ‘Let's quickly go out and hire a bunch 
of interns,' " he said in a phone interview. "I think they should 
have also hired some experienced people." 

One consequence is that inexperienced government 
buyers are selecting vendors that meet minimum quality 
standards and offer the lowest price, instead of picking 
proposals that represent the best overall value, said Gansler, 
who is on the boards of defense contractors iRobot and TASC. 

"Would you get your heart surgeon on the basis of 
someone with a medical degree and the lowest hourly rate?" 
he said. "That's what the government's doing." 

Contractors were reluctant to discuss the performance of 
acquisition officers for the government, in many cases their 
biggest customer. Companies such as Lockheed Martin, based 
in Bethesda, and General Dynamics, based in Falls Church, 
declined to discuss the issue or did not respond to requests for 
comment. 
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51. Week In Review Jul. 21, 2012 – Jul. 27, 2012 
(YOUTUBE 27 JUL 12) ... U.S. Navy 

Welcome to this week's U.S. Navy multimedia production 
featuring selected images from around the fleet received 
during the week of Jul. 21, 2012 – Jul. 27, 2012. 

The images represent the work of the many naval 
photographers deployed worldwide and submitted to Navy 
Visual News Service. For access to more than 100,000 high 
resolution photos visit: 
    http://www.navy.mil/view_photos_top.asp  and 
http://www.flickr.com/photos/usnavy/    .                             

View U.S. Navy YouTube Channel 

View Pacific Partnership YouTube Channel 
View RIMPAC 2012 YouTube Channel 
View Clip (RT: 2:09) 
Broadcast Clip - 7 in :70 (Jul. 27, 2012) 
(YOUTUBE 27 JUL 12) U.S. Pacific Fleet 
A quick look at events and issues from the past week 

around Pacific Fleet making headlines at 
http://www.cpf.navy.mil. 

View Clip (RT: 1:10) 
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OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
52. Sea Duty Plan Promising 
(NAVY TIMES 06 AUG 12) ... Editorial 

At last count, some 10,000 sea duty jobs were vacant, 
requiring last-minute scrambling before deployments and too-
frequent incidents of cross-decking, in which sailors just back 
from deployment are transferred to ships getting ready to slip 
their lines. 

The problem has been bad and getting worse, but finally 
there’s a plan to set things right. 

New measures announced in a series of Navy-wide 
messages July 26 provide both short- and long-term solutions, 
including increased incentive pay for those willing to extend 
their sea tours. 

Calling them “aggressive measures,” Chief of Naval 
Personnel Vice. Adm. Scott Van Buskirk’s plan includes: 

• Cash. Sea Duty Incentive Pay ranging from $500 to 
$1,000 a month for sailors in selected fields. 

• Choice. Volunteers who extend their sea tours don’t 
need Big Navy approval — and they get to pick their 
next home port, too. 

• Consolation Prize. While several hundred sailors are 
likely to get yanked from shore duty involuntarily, 
they will receive an extra $1,450 per month. 

While nice perks, leaders must be realistic about the toll 
they’re putting on sailors yet again. It’s debatable whether 
some added special pay is enough to offset the burnout of long 
tours at sea, which could cause some sailors to decide to get 
out of the service altogether. 

Spouses and children may sour on the Navy life when 
their sailor is booted from the 9-to-5 life of shore duty and 
sent to sea — and they may convince him it’s time to go 
civilian. 

It’s encouraging the Navy is taking steps to fix what’s 
become the perennial issue of vacant sea billets. But if the new 
measures fail to fill the gap in the long term — or the solutions 
come at the expense of morale — leaders must work fast to 
craft a better deal. 
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53. Synthetic Drugs: Creativity That Kills 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 29 JUL 12) ... Editorial 

Wanna buy some drugs? How about some drugz? 
Years ago, law enforcement had to worry about a handful 

of illegal intoxicants, primarily marijuana, cocaine, heroin and 
a few natural and chemical hallucinogens. There were also 
pills, diverted from the pharmacy or cooked in a kitchen. 

But, for the most part, the composition of the various 
intoxicants was settled and well known by law enforcement 
and by regulators if not by users. 

Today, the drug universe is as broad as the human 
imagination. 

Chemicals identified by unpronounceable names are 
sprayed on leaves and twigs or packaged in foil envelopes and 
sold in convenience stores and head shops across America. 
Some are peddled as incense, others as bath salts to 
circumvent existing prohibitions. 

No amount of packaging, however, can conceal that the 
stuff is designed to get people high. 

For years, lawmakers have tried to target these so-called 
"synthetic" drugs. But as soon as they identify one chemical 
compound and ban it, an illicit drugmaker rearranges a few 
atoms, and the result is legal again. 

This new game of regulatory cat and mouse is different 
not just because law enforcement can't keep up. The drugs 

themselves, whether by design or because of sloppy 
manufacture, have wildly unpredictable effects on the human 
body. 

Some have caused heart attacks. Others, psychosis. Still 
others have led to Parkinsonian-like tremors and brain 
damage. Users have stayed awake for days, desperate for some 
way to come down. It's getting worse. 

In 2010, there were 3,200 calls to poison centers about 
synthetic marijuana and bath salts, according to the American 
Association of Poison Control Centers. In 2011, there were 
more than 13,000. 

This month, the president signed a bill that added another 
few dozen compounds to the list of banned chemicals. It was 
one more step in a broader effort that, like the drug war itself, 
simply isn't working because it can't keep up. 

In Portsmouth earlier this year, three men pleaded guilty 
to importing a controlled substance - methylone - that was 
legal until last October. The drugs came from China and were 
procured via email. Now it's in the same category as heroin. 

These synthetic drugs are that dangerous. They represent 
that serious a threat to the lives of Americans. And by now, 
drugmakers have already created a replacement. 
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54. Alternative Fuel Necessity 
U.S. Military Must End Petroleum Dependence 
(DEFENSE NEWS 29 JUL 12) ... Mike Breen 

In these pages July 23, J. David Patterson’s commentary 
harshly criticized the U.S. Navy’s research and development 
of advanced biofuels — renewable, domestically produced 
fuels that can be “dropped in” to military vehicles without 
retrofitting. 

Despite the potential for these fuels to reduce our 
military’s petroleum dependence, critics like Patterson argue 
that the current early cost of these programs justifies 
terminating present and future investments. 

But the price per gallon that so worries Patterson fails to 
convey the context and promise of the military’s investments. 
The cost in dollars of the fuels we use today is only part of the 
equation. 

In responsibly planning for America’s security, the 
Defense Department must also account for the costs of 
uncertainty, and our access to oil is anything but certain. Our 
military leaders believe, as I do, that we must develop a 
solution before we face a crisis unprepared and that advanced 
American biofuels can be a part of that solution. 

History teaches that military innovation has always been 
crucial to maintaining a dominant fighting force. American 
history is no different: GPS, night vision and the microchip 
have helped assure our military superiority on the battlefield. 

All of these inventions were expensive initially, yet 
Congress and military leaders had the foresight to invest in 
emerging capabilities. 

Had Congress prohibited DoD from exploring 
navigational aids more expensive than a compass a few 
decades ago, we would not have GPS. Advanced biofuels are 
yet another innovation that has the potential to enhance our 
military capabilities. 

Given this historical context, there are two critical 
elements to understanding the Navy’s current efforts. First, 
Navy officials have repeatedly stated that the department will 
not purchase fuels in greater quantities than required for 
research and testing until they are cost-competitive with 
petroleum. 

Thus far, the Navy has pledged to invest $170 million, 
along with equal shares from the Department of Energy and 
Department of Agriculture, for advanced biofuels 
development — 0.03 percent of the DoD budget. 

Second, these fuels are continually coming closer to cost 
competitiveness with petroleum. As Patterson points out, 
between the beginning and end of 2009, the price of advanced 
biofuels dropped 84 percent. Since then, the price has fallen an 
additional 65 percent. 

Advanced biofuels are still more expensive than 
petroleum-based fuels, but the Navy calculates that they will 
be cost competitive by 2020, if not sooner. 

What nobody can calculate with reasonable certainty is 
how much a barrel of oil will cost a year from now, let alone a 
decade. But we do know that the volatility of the international 
oil market has degraded military readiness. DoD is the largest 
consumer of fuel in the world, spending more than $17 billion 
on petroleum fuels in 2011. With such massive fuel 
requirements, rises in the price of oil are incredibly costly. 

For every $10 the price of a barrel of oil rises, DoD is left 
with a $1.3 billion budget shortfall. Because these shortfalls 
are impossible to predict, operations and maintenance budgets 
are drained to plug the holes. This means less training time for 
pilots, Sailors and tankers alike. 
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Another certainty is that oil will be more expensive and 
difficult to secure in the future. Global demand for oil is rising 
at a breathtaking pace, with no sign of slowing down. While 
American demand has been very high but relatively static for 
some time, demand in China, India and the rest of the 
developing world is skyrocketing. 

According to the Energy Information Administration, 
America’s oil consumption is expected to grow by 11 percent 
over the next two decades. During that same timespan, 
China’s oil consumption is expected to grow by 80 percent 
and India’s by 96 percent. 

It is unrealistic to imagine that increasing the domestic 
production of oil, a globally priced commodity, could keep up 
with such dramatically rising demand. 

And the situation would be far worse if Iran were to 
follow through with its threats to close the Strait of Hormuz, 
cutting off the Arabian Gulf’s supply of oil from the world 

market. With so much at stake, our military’s freedom of 
action requires the development of alternatives to power our 
ships, tanks and aircraft. 

Every military leader learns to painstakingly identify and 
control for every possible variable when planning operations. 
In a domain as rife with uncertainty as war, our forces need 
fuel supplies they can count on at a predictable price. 

Even if biofuels can never fully replace the petroleum we 
consume today, they can provide a measure of certainty to 
military strategists. Ending research into alternatives when the 
threat of our continued reliance on oil is so clear would be a 
misstep. 

Mike Breen, vice president of the Truman National 
Security Project and a surrogate for the clean energy 
campaign Operation Free. As a captain in the U.S. Army, he 
served in Iraq and Afghanistan. 
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55. The Unpaid Debt America Owes 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 29 JUL 12) ... Editorial 

Our nation must take better care of the people who come 
home from war. 

Hundreds of thousands are coping with physical wounds, 
undergoing rehabilitation, learning to walk with a prosthesis, 
making peace with embedded shrapnel or life in a wheelchair. 

Many more have injuries harder to see - and to treat. An 
estimated 13 percent to 20 percent of the 2.6 million men and 
women who served in Iraq and Afghanistan have symptoms of 
post-traumatic stress disorder. 

Among the signs: They can be numb to emotions. 
Concentration can be hard. They're easily startled, quick to 
anger and may deal with their frustrations with drug or alcohol 
abuse or violence. 

The result is devastation to the lives of servicemen and -
women, as well as to the families that surround them. 

The disorder comes from enduring trauma and extended 
stress. Service members who exhibit the signs have often 
killed or wounded others, have watched friends die. They've 
been on alert 24 hours a day, endangered, far from family. 

When those service members finally come home, only 
half seek help. Even if they do, no one knows how effective 
treatment is because no one has tracked it. 

One recent study, by the Institute of Medicine, has 
recommended that returning servicemen and -women undergo 
annual screening for post-traumatic stress and that federal 
agencies determine how well the treatments are working. 

Both are critical if the U.S. is going to help veterans 
regain their health. Without successful treatment, PTSD often 
leads to other problems: divorce, domestic violence, 
unemployment, bankruptcy, homelessness. 

A separate study by the Department of Veterans Affairs, 
National Institutes of Health and the U.S. Department of 
Education on post-deployment adjustment found that veterans 
diagnosed with major depression, PTSD or traumatic brain 
injury were likely to be in financial trouble. 

During the past year, according to the study of a sampling 
of veterans, 13 percent had lost a job, 15 percent had written 
bad checks, 21 percent were referred to collection agencies, 4 
percent had been victims of money scams, 5 percent had their 
utilities or power shut off, and 10 percent reported an 
unsecured debt greater than $40,000. 

To stem the downward spiral, Veterans Affairs and the 
Department of Defense must aggressively work to find those 
men and women suffering from PTSD and quickly get them 
into treatment. In the past year, the federal government has 
dedicated more money to screen and treat them. It is adding 
1,600 clinicians and 300 support workers to its mental health 
staff, and it has nearly 200 specialized PTSD treatment 
programs. 

But the number of soldiers, Sailors, airmen and Marines 
returning home traumatized remains beyond the scope of the 
help offered. 

In 2010, the report said, the VA treated more than 
438,000 veterans for PTSD. Similar numbers are not available 
for the Defense Department. 

It's enough that service members have to experience the 
horrors of war. It's inexcusable if America hasn't already done 
everything possible to identify the signs of PTSD, provide 
effective treatment and help veterans cope. 
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56. A U.S.-Iran Naval Clash Is Not Inevitable 
(COUNCIL ON FOREIGN RELATIONS 27 JUL 12) ... Micah Zenko 

The headline of today’s Washington Post reads, “Iran 
Expands Ability to Strike U.S. Navy in Gulf.” The piece 
describes Persian Gulf war games, paranoid comments by 
regional officials, and hollow threats from Iranian officials. 

By now, when an Iranian official threatens the United 
States, we should call it what it is: ritual. Just yesterday, an 

anonymous official warned, ”If the Americans’ futile cyber 
attacks do not stop, it will face a teeth-breaking response.” 
While novel dental threats might now be part of Iran’s 
asymmetric defensive strategy, Western media elevates such 
blustery rhetoric to the headline news, rewarding the Iranian 
regime with the strategic communications coup that it 
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desperately seeks. As a State Department spokesperson noted 
last month with refreshing honesty: “The Venezuelans make 
lots of extravagant claims. So do the Iranians.” 

When reading about the U.S. military buildup in the 
Persian Gulf or the serial threats from Iran, it is worth keeping 
two things in mind. 

First, as Lieutenant General Ronald Burgess, then-chief of 
the Defense Intelligence Agency (DIA), stated in February, 
“The [DIA] assesses Iran is unlikely to initiate or intentionally 
provoke a conflict.” In other words, the government of Iran is 
not looking to start a war with the United States. This is a 
smart call, given that the Iranian defense budget of $9 billion 
is less than 2 percent of the U.S. military budget of $553 
billion. Iran fared poorly in its clash with the U.S. Navy in 
April 1988—and it would face a similar fate today. 

Second, short of a third party launching a preemptive 
strike, it is highly unlikely that the U.S. and Iranian navies will 
fight each other. In March, the chief of naval operations, 
Admiral Jonathan Greenert, described the Iranian navy as 
“professional and courteous.” Last month, Admiral Greenert 
echoed his earlier characterization, adding, ” They have 
been…committing to the rules of the road—I’m talking about 
the Iranian navy. We have had some time before when the 
Iranian Revolutionary Guard has tended to maybe close a little 
too close for that. But frankly, that hasn’t happened recently. 
And when I say ‘recently,’ I’d say in the last couple of 
months.” After a U.S. Navy fleet replenishment oiler fired on 
an Indian fishing vessel earlier this month, a U.S. official went 
to great lengths to say, ”I can’t emphasize enough this has 
nothing to do with Iran.” 

The most likely instigator of an outbreak of hostilities 
between the United States and Iran would be an Israeli attack 
on Iran’s suspected nuclear weapons program. U.S. 
intelligence officials do not believe that they will receive prior 
warning of such an attack on Iran, as Tel Aviv has never done 
so in the past. Last month, Chairman of the Joint Chiefs 
General Martin Dempsey described a potential Israeli strike as 
“destabilizing.” He continued, “I wouldn’t suggest, sitting 
here today, that we’ve persuaded them that our view is the 
correct view and that they are acting in an ill-advised fashion.” 

At present, senior U.S. officials are more concerned about 
a bolt-from-the-blue Israeli attack of Iran than ever before. 
The revolving door of Obama administration officials heading 
to Israel underscores a position revealed recently by David 
Sanger: “The core of the American argument [to Israel] was 
simple: attack Iran, and you set the program back a few years, 
but you solve nothing. ‘We wanted to make it abundantly clear 
that an attack would just drive the program more underground’ 
[said one U.S. official].” 

When you read front-page headlines like “Soaring 
Tension in the Gulf,” it is important to remember that both the 
United States and Iran have no intention of going to war. 
However, the critical—and unresolved—question is when 
might Israel take military action against Iran, and what would 
be the subsequent costs and consequences for U.S. military 
and national interests in the region? Despite a decade of U.S.-
Israeli dialogue on the Iranian nuclear program, no one knows 
the answers. 

Micah Zenko is Fellow for Conflict Prevention at the 
Council on Foreign Relations. 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Navy To Hold Sex Assault Training Standdowns 
(NAVY TIMES 29 MAR 12) ... Mark D. Faram 

Navy officials have declared April as Sexual Assault Awareness Month, calling for educational standdowns to communicate the 
service’s policy of zero tolerance for sexual assault while encouraging more in the ranks to work harder to prevent attacks. 

 
2. 21st Century Sailor And Marine Highlighted At Warrior Resilience Conference 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 29 MAR 12) ... Lt. Matt Allen, Office of the Assistant Secretary of the Navy for Manpower and Reserve 
Affairs 

WASHINGTON  -- Senior Navy leaders and experts from across the Department of Defense met March 29 at the Defense 
Centers of Excellence conference for Warrior Resilience. 

 
3. Growing Support To Restore Virginia-Class To FY '14 Budget 
(DEFENSE DAILY 30 MAR 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

Failing to build Virginia-class (SSN 774) subs at a rate of two annually jeopardizes the Navy's goal of sustaining an attack 
submarine fleet of 48 vessels over the long run, the service's top acquisition official said yesterday. 

 
4. House Lawmakers To Review Navy Ship Retirements 
(THE HILL 29 MAR 12) ... Carlo Munoz 

House lawmakers Thursday pressed Navy brass over the service’s plan to yank several warships out of the fleet early, a decision 
that could have serious consequences for the Navy’s new shipbuilding strategy. 

 
5. Constitution Sailors Teach Naval History In Phoenix 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 29 MAR 12) ... Sonar Technician Submarine 2nd Class Thomas Rooney, USS Constitution Public Affairs 

PHOENIX  -- USS Constitution Sailors taught more than 600 students naval history at Centennial Junior High School in Phoenix, 
March 27. 

 

CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
6. U.S. Moving Minesweepers To Waters Near Iran 
(CNN 29 MAR 12) ... Barbara Starr 

Four Navy minesweepers will be on their way to the Persian Gulf within weeks as part of an effort to boost American military 
capability in the region amid rising tensions with Iran, a Navy official says. 

 
7. Navy Ships Out Radar System Ahead Of North Korea Launch 
(CNN 29 MAR 12) ... Barbara Starr 

The U.S. military is sending its most advanced radar system to the Pacific region ahead of North Korea's expected launch of a 
long-range missile in mid-April, according to a senior U.S. Navy official. 

 
8. Royal Thai Navy Assumes Command Of Combined Task Force 151 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 29 MAR 12) ... Combined Maritime Forces Public Affairs 

MUSCAT, Oman  -- The royal Thai navy assumed command from the royal Danish navy as Commander Combined Task Force 
(CTF) 151, during a change of command ceremony onboard USS Halsey (DDG 97), Muscat, Oman, March 29. 
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9. Historic HS-4 Transitions To HSC-4 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 29 MAR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Shawnte Bryan, Navy Public Affairs Support 
Element West 

SAN DIEGO -- The "Black Knights" of Helicopter Anti-Submarine Squadron (HS) 4 became Helicopter Sea Combat Squadron 
(HSC) 4, during a transition ceremony at Naval Base Coronado, March 29. 

 
10. Enterprise Hosts Reception In Piraeus, Greece 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 20 MAR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist Seaman Harry Andrew D. Gordon, Enterprise Carrier Strike 
Group Public Affairs 

PIRAEUS, Greece -- The aircraft carrier USS Enterprise (CVN 65) hosted a reception during a regularly scheduled three-day port 
visit to Piraeus, Greece, March 28. 

 

GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
11. Hard Line On Iran Places White House In A Bind 
(NEW YORK TIMES 30 MAR 12) ... Mark Landler, Thom Shanker and Helene Cooper 

WASHINGTON — As American and European diplomats prepare for crucial negotiations with Iran over its nuclear program, the 
White House finds itself caught in a bind: for the diplomatic effort to work, American officials say, the Iranian government must 
believe that President Obama is ready and willing to take military action. 

 
12. Syria Issue Drives Turkey-Iran Talks 
U.N. chief presents Arab leaders with peace plan; Clinton heads to region 
(WASHINGTON POST 30 MAR 12) ... Alice Fordham 

BEIRUT — Turkey’s prime minister arrived in Iran on Thursday for talks dominated by the violence engulfing Syria, while U.N. 
chief Ban Ki-moon presented an Arab League summit in Baghdad with a U.N.-endorsed plan for ending the fighting and Secretary of 
State Hillary Rodham Clinton headed to the region for discussions focused on the crisis. 

 
13. Sea Clashes Loom Over Southeast Asia Summit 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 30 MAR 12) ... James Hookway 

Tiny Cambodia is emerging as a key pawn in the diplomatic struggle over one of the world's busiest stretches of water: the 
potentially energy-rich South China Sea. 

 
14. North Korea Test Fires Short-Range Missiles: Reports 
(REUTERS 29 MAR 12) ... Jack Kim 

SEOUL -- North Korea fired two short-range missiles off its west coast on Thursday believed to be part of a test to upgrade 
capabilities, said news reports published on Friday, quoting South Korean military officials. 

 
15. South China Sea Drives Regional Choices 
(AVIATION WEEK 29 MAR 12) ... Leithen Francis 

SINGAPORE -- The defense priority for Southeast Asian countries is monitoring and protecting their territories in the South 
China Sea in response to China’s increased assertiveness and claims to this region. 

 
16. China Warns Vietnam, Philippines Against 'Damaging Peace' In Sea 
(KYODO NEWS 30 MAR 12) 

BEIJING -- China took issue Thursday with a reported plan by the Philippines and Vietnam to launch joint military exercises and 
patrols in waters claimed by China, warning them that taking such action could escalate the territorial dispute and damage peace. 

 
17. China, Russia Plan Naval War Exercises Next Month 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 29 MAR 12) 

BEIJING — China says it will join Russia in naval war games starting next month in the Sea of Japan and the Yellow Sea. 
 

18. Taiwan May Build Own Submarines: Official 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 29 MAR 12) 

TAIPEI — Taiwan may build its own submarines, a top military officer said March 29, in a sign that patience is wearing thin after 
a U.S. offer to sell the island eight submarines has been stalled for a decade. 
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19. Manila Offers U.S. Wider Military Access, Seeks Weapons 
(REUTERS 29 MAR 12) ... Manuel Mogato and Rosemarie Francisco 

The Philippines is offering the United States greater access to its airfields and may open new areas for soldiers to use, as the 
Pacific country seeks stronger military ties with its closest ally, moves likely to further raise tensions with China. 

 
20. Seychelles: 17 Jailed Pirates Move To Somaliland 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 29 MAR 12) ... Tom Odula 

NAIROBI, Kenya — The Seychelles government has transferred 17 convicted Somali pirates to prisons in Somaliland because of 
overcrowding in its prisons, official said Thursday. 

 
21. NATO: Member Nations Should Share Military Systems 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 29 MAR 12) ... Don Melvin 

SIAULIAI AIR BASE, Lithuania — Two F-4 Phantom jet fighters under NATO control streaked off the runway at a former 
Soviet air base in Lithuania this week in response to a report that an aircraft had lost communications as it neared Finnish airspace. 

 

PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
22. Top Enlisted Leaders Focus On Troop, Family Wellness 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 29 MAR 12) ... Elaine Sanchez 

WASHINGTON – The military needs to “eviscerate” societal problems plaguing the force with an unmatched and unyielding 
effort, the Marine Corps’ top enlisted leader said today. 

 
23. House Backs Job Cuts And Pay Freeze 
(WASHINGTON POST 30 MAR 12) ... Eric Yoder 

In passing a budget outline Thursday, the House endorsed several provisions targeting federal employee pay, retirement benefits 
and job levels. 

 
24. TRICARE Contract Battle Heats Up 
TriWest Protests Lost TRICARE Contract in West Region 
(MILITARY UPDATE 29 MAR 12) ... Tom Philpott 

TRICARE beneficiaries across 21 western states won't know for another three months whether TriWest Healthcare Alliance will 
continue to administer their healthcare benefit beyond March of next year. 

 
25. Office Of Naval Intelligence Celebrates Women's History Month 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 29 MAR 12) ... Office of Naval Intelligence Public Affairs 

SUITLAND, Md.  -- The Office of Naval Intelligence (ONI) celebrated Women's History Month with a distinguished guest 
March 29. 

 
26. NPC Website: A One-Stop Shop For Everything Navy 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 28 MAR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Andrea Perez, Navy Personnel Command Public 
Affairs 

MILLINGTON, Tenn. -- The Navy Personnel Command (NPC) website, hosted at www.npc.navy.mil, contains links to guidance 
and policy, programs, pay and benefits, Navy messages, stories and much more, officials reminded Sailors March 28. 

 
27. USS Nimitz Holds Change Of Command 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 29 MAR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist Seaman Apprentice Vanessa Y. David, USS Nimitz Public 
Affairs 

EVERETT, Wash.  -- USS Nimitz (CVN 68) held a change of command ceremony aboard the aircraft carrier March 29. 
 

28. Command Master Chief At Oceana Relieved Of Duty 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 29 MAR 12) ... Corinne Reilly 

VIRGINIA BEACH -- The top enlisted Sailor at a Virginia Beach-based strike fighter squadron has been relieved of duty for 
misconduct, the Navy said this morning. 
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FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
29. House Members Vow To Protect Shipbuilding From Further Budget Cuts 
(NATIONAL DEFENSE 29 MAR 12) ... Dan Parsons 

Nearly a dozen lawmakers promised to defend shipbuilding against automatic defense-spending cuts scheduled for January, even 
though the majority of them voted in favor of the act that put the budget ax in place. 

 
30. Ayotte Renews Call For Compromise To Stop Defense Cuts 
(FOSTER (NH) DAILY DEMOCRAT 30 MAR 12) ... Jim Haddadin 

KITTERY, Maine — U.S. Sen. Kelly Ayotte warned Thursday in a conference call that defense cuts set to begin in January 
would be devastating for New Hampshire defense contractors and local military installations. 

 
31. Pentagon Moves Closer To Requirements Overhaul 
(DEFENSE NEWS 29 MAR 12) ... Marcus Weisgerber 

The Pentagon is wrapping up a major revision of how it develops requirements for new weapons with the ultimate goal of getting 
systems onto the battlefield faster. 

 
32. House Budget Chair Questions Pentagon Budget Cuts 
(REUTERS 29 MAR 12) ... David Alexander and Andrea Shalal-Esa 

WASHINGTON - The Pentagon budget for next year is dishonest and generals who have endorsed it on Capitol Hill are not 
giving Congress their "true advice," a senior Republican lawmaker on budget matters said on Thursday amid rising rhetoric over 
looming defense cuts. 

 
33. Road Show Aims To Make Campaign Issue Of Defense Spending 
(AEROSPACE DAILY & DEFENSE REPORT 30 MAR 12) ... Jen Di Mascio 

The defense industry has been on edge since last summer about a potential $1 trillion reduction in military spending over the next 
decade, but it’s not an issue that registers with the voting public. 

 
34. Pentagon Sees Mass Layoffs If Budget Cuts Prevail 
(REUTERS 29 MAR 12) ... Andrea Shalal-Esa 

The Pentagon said on Thursday it would expect hundreds of thousands of layoffs across the defense industry if lawmakers did not 
take action to avert an additional $500 billion in defense budget cuts that could take effect in January 2013. 

 
35. Sequestration Would 'Break' LCS, KC-46 Contracts 
Kendall Pledges 'Doing Everything We Can To Control Costs' 
(AOL DEFENSE 29 MAR 12) ... Colin Clark 

CAPITOL HILL - The budget cuts known as sequestration would "break" the KC-46 and Littoral Combat Ship contracts, forcing 
the Pentagon to renegotiate those deals, the presumptive head of DoD acquisition told the Senate Armed Services Committee today. 

 
36. Officials: Energy Programs Vital To Defense Budget 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 29 MAR 12) ... Terri Moon Cronk 

WASHINGTON – The Defense Department is striving to improve energy security for the warfighter and it needs funding to 
achieve that goal, officials told Congress during budget hearings here today. 

 
37. Lockheed F-35 Fighter Costs Rise 4.3 Pct-Pentagon 
(REUTERS 29 MAR 12) ... Andrea Shalal-Esa 

The cost of developing and building the F-35 Joint Strike Fighter rose 4.3 percent to $395.7 billion last year and the plane will not 
reach full-rate production until 2019, two years later than planned, the Pentagon said on Thursday. 

 
38. Lockheed Martin To Lay Off More Than 150 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 30 MAR 12) ... Robert McCabe 

NORFOLK -- Defense contractor Lockheed Martin has notified the state that it plans to lay off more than 150 workers in 
Hampton Roads next month. 

 
39. Huntington Ingalls Celebrates One Year 
(BILOXI (MS) SUN HERALD 29 MAR 12) 

Huntington Ingalls Industries CEO Mike Petters rang the closing bell at the New York Stock Exchange on Thursday, signifying 
the end of the first year of operation for the company that spun off from Northrop Grumman last March. 
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40. Raytheon's SM-3 Block IIA Missile Completes PDR 
(DEFENSE DAILY 30 MAR 12) ... Pat Host 

Raytheon’s Standard Missile-3 Block IIA variant completed its preliminary design review (PDR) and is now ready to move into 
the Critical Design Review (CDR) phase, according to a company executive. 

 
41. USS Somerset Enters Dry Dock On Way To Completion 
(SOMERSET COUNTY (PA) DAILY AMERICAN 29 MAR 12) ... Philip Petrunak 

A Navy vessel being built in honor of the passengers and crew of Flight 93 is gliding toward a June completion date. The USS 
Somerset's construction is about 75 percent complete, U.S. Navy officials said Thursday. 

 

BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
42. Submarines Program Manager Addresses Mississippi Senate 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 29 MAR 12) ... Naval Sea Systems Command 

JACKSON, Miss  -- The Virginia-class submarine program manager kicked off the Navy's 50-50 executive outreach visit to 
Jackson, Miss., March 29. 

 
43. Events For National Child Abuse Prevention Month 
(KHON FOX HONOLULU 29 MAR 12) 

WakeUp2day! Interviewed Tyra Lamb of the Family Support Center at Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam to discuss upcoming 
events planned for the April commemoration of National Child Abuse Prevention Month. 

 
44. Space Available For Fleet Week Tours, But It's Going Fast 
(SOUTH FLORIDA SUN-SENTINEL 29 MAR 12) ... Robert Nolin 

Ever want to clamber around a guided missile cruiser or descend into a nuclear submarine? Folks who crave an up-close look at 
the country's maritime military can still qualify for tours of the six warships that will be docked at Port Everglades for Fleet Week in 
late April. 

 
45. NAVSUP Weapon Systems Support Hosts 'Shadowing Day' For High School Students 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 29 MAR 12) ... Margaret Kenyon-Ely, Naval Supply Systems Command Public Affairs 

PHILADELPHIA  -- NAVSUP Weapon Systems Support held "Shadowing Day" at Naval Support Activity (NSA) Philadelphia 
March 28 to inspire high school students from Olney Charter School. 

 
46. Donated Van To Benefit Wounded Warriors, Families 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 29 MAR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Anna Arndt, Naval Medical Center Portsmouth 
Public Affairs 

PORTSMOUTH, Va  -- The Naval Medical Center Portsmouth Wounded Warrior Battalion-East Detachment Portsmouth and 
their families now have easily accessible transportation to use for running errands, enjoying local attractions and exploring Hampton 
Roads as of March 28. 

 
47. Japan's Cost For U.S. Marines' Move To Guam May Rise To $3.5 Bil. 
(KYODO NEWS 30 MAR 12) 

TOKYO -- Japan and the United States began making adjustments on Thursday to increase to $3.5 billion from $2.8 billion the 
costs the Japanese government will shoulder to transfer U.S. Marine personnel from Okinawa Prefecture to the U.S. territory of Guam, 
sources close to Japanese-U.S. relations said. 

 
48. New EIS May Stall Buildup 
Bordallo: Further Delays Would Hurt Guam 
(GUAM PACIFIC DAILY NEWS 30 MAR 12) ... Brett Kelman 

A high-ranking Navy official has told Congress that ongoing discussions with Japan "most likely" will reshape the plan for the 
military buildup on Guam so the military will need about two years to perform a new environmental impact study. 

 

NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
49. New Security For U.S. Troops 
U.S. Troops Get New Protections in Afghanistan 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 29 MAR 12) ... Lolita C. Baldor and Pauline Jelinek 

WASHINGTON — U.S. military commanders in Afghanistan have assigned "guardian angels" — troops that watch over their 
comrades even as they sleep — and have ordered a series of other increased security measures to protect troops against possible 
attacks by rogue Afghans. 
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50. Milestone As Man Wears Donor’s Face 
(AGENCE-FRANCE PRESSE 29 MAR 12) 

An American who lost his lips, nose and teeth in a 1997 gun accident was this week given a new face, teeth, tongue and jaw in 
what doctors say is the most extensive face transplant in history. 

 
51. U.S. To Get New Icebreaker 
(THE DIPLOMAT 29 MAR 12) ... David Axe 

The U.S. Coast Guard could finally be on track to acquire a new oceangoing icebreaker to boost its dwindling polar fleet. 
 

OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
52. Time To Call North Korea’s Bluff 
The U.S. shouldn't be sucked into more tit-for-tat with North Korea. Observing its "satellite" launch may 
help. 
(THE DIPLOMAT 28 MAR 12) ... Carl Baker 

The instinctive reaction to the announcement by North Korea that it plans to launch a satellite next month was to denounce it as a 
violation of the “Leap Day deal.” That arrangement involved “simultaneous unilateral announcements” offering nutritional assistance 
from the United States while North Korea promised to place a moratorium on its nuclear program, including long-range missile 
launches. 

 
53. Bad Timing 
An Atlantic alliance with less ambition looks inevitable; but it should not be allowed to fade away 
(THE ECONOMIST 31 MAR 12) ... Editorial 

As it heads towards a summit in Chicago in May, NATO finds itself in a paradoxical position. There are quite a few grounds for 
self-congratulation. By and large, member countries have stuck with a thankless task in Afghanistan out of solidarity with America. 
Last year’s UN-sanctioned mission to protect Libyan rebels from the vengeance of Colonel Qaddafi was a genuine achievement. A 
precedent was established by two European member states, Britain and France, showing a willingness to take both the diplomatic and 
military lead, albeit with vital (if slightly grudging) support from America. At least four countries are queuing up to join the alliance: 
Macedonia, Bosnia, Montenegro and Georgia. 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Navy To Hold Sex Assault Training Standdowns 
(NAVY TIMES 29 MAR 12) ... Mark D. Faram 

Navy officials have declared April as Sexual Assault 
Awareness Month, calling for educational standdowns to 
communicate the service’s policy of zero tolerance for sexual 
assault while encouraging more in the ranks to work harder to 
prevent attacks. 

“Sexual assault is a crime that erodes our operational 
readiness and requires leadership from all levels of the chain 
of command,” Vice Chief of Naval Operations Adm. Mark 
Ferguson wrote Wednesday in NAVADMIN 106/12, which 
announced the event. “We must operationalize sexual assault 
prevention and response by creating and maintaining a 
professional work environment, caring for our people, 
discouraging alcohol abuse and ensuring a positive liberty 
environment.” 

Starting April 2, each week of the month will have a 
theme, such as educating sailors on how sexual assault affects 
individuals as well as commands. Other training will stress 
everyone’s responsibility in preventing sexual assault and 
reiterating the Navy’s zero-tolerance stance. 

In the message, Ferguson mandates that “at a minimum, 
units must conduct a total of two hours of sexual assault 
awareness via a standdown,” the message said. That two hours 
can be done at one time, or, preferably, the message says, in 
four 30-minute blocks, one each week. 

Completion reports from all commands must be sent to 
the office of the chief of naval personnel by May 15. 

Officials say they hope commands will do more than the 
minimum and have posted possible activities on Navy 
Personnel Command’s sexual assault prevention and response 
website. 

Suggestions range from writing articles for base 
newspapers to holding drills and other awareness events and 
suggestions such as linking to the Navy’s SAPR Web page 
from a command’s website. 

The services are under pressure from Congress and 
advocacy groups to act. 

Navy Secretary Ray Mabus also has highlighted the issue. 
During the Navy Department’s 2011 Sexual Assault 

Prevention Summit in May, Mabus said his daily operational 
briefings nearly always contain a report of a sexual assault on 
a sailor or Marine, and that there were 900 reports in fiscal 
2010. 

“That’s almost three every … single … day of the year,” 
Mabus said, pausing slightly for emphasis. “Three times a day, 
somebody that wears the uniform of this country, and has 
sworn to defend it and protect it, is being assaulted. Three 
times a day. 

“If somebody was being shot at three times a day, we 
would do something about it,” Mabus said. “This ought to 
make us mad.” 

Return to Index 
 

2. 21st Century Sailor And Marine Highlighted At Warrior Resilience Conference 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 29 MAR 12) ... Lt. Matt Allen, Office of the Assistant Secretary of the Navy for Manpower and Reserve 
Affairs 

WASHINGTON  -- Senior Navy leaders and experts from 
across the Department of Defense met March 29 at the 
Defense Centers of Excellence conference for Warrior 
Resilience. 

This year's two-day meeting is focusing on the theme, 
"Restoring Readiness: Individual, Unit, Community and 
Family" and will allow participants from every service to 
share experiences that augment and build readiness skills. 

Chaplain of the Marine Corps, Rear Adm. Margaret 
Kibben and Master Chief Petty Officer of the Navy, Rick 
West represented the Department of the Navy during the 
opening sessions and described how the 21st Century Sailor 
and Marine initiative aligned with the conference's mission to 
restore readiness and enhance resilience within the individual, 
unit, family and community. 

Speaking about the wide range of independent readiness 
and resiliency programs traditionally offered to service 
members and their families, Rear Adm. Kibben explained the 
origin of the 21st Century Sailor and Marine program. 

"We have been working with all these services to help 
identify who does what, why they do it and how can we work 
together," said Kibben. "21st Century Sailor and Marine is 
exactly what we've been doing for a long time but we are now 
highlighting and understanding that as we look at individual 
Sailors and Marines, it behooves us to ensure they have the 
full range of resources available to them." 

Announced last month, this initiative consolidates a set of 
objectives and policies, new and existing, to maximize Sailor 
and Marine personal readiness. The programs are divided into 
the five areas of readiness, safety, physical fitness, inclusion, 
and continuum of service. 

Various programs fall under the readiness area, all of 
which help ensure the Department of the Navy has the most 
mentally prepared service members and families in department 
history. Continued emphasis on the responsible use of alcohol, 
zero tolerance for drug use, suicide reduction, family and 
personal preparedness, and financial and family stability all 
work together to prepare Sailors, Marines and their families 
for the challenges they may face and reinforce healthy 
alternatives on liberty or off-duty. 

After describing the commonality of military culture 
across all the services, West told the audience that the core 
elements of the 21st Century initiative did not just arise to 
leadership's attention. 

"This program is something we've thought about for a 
long time and it takes our policies, procedures and people, and 
focuses them toward building and maintaining resiliency," 
West said. "We are ensuring our service members are able to 
meet these challenges." 

After over a decade of continuous military operations and 
the growth of many programs designed to help service 
members and their families, leadership and conference 
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attendees are looking to share ideas, build skills and improve 
focus. 

"Typically, we take these programs and focus on them for 
a period of time, but if we don't focus on them, they can fall 
by the wayside," said West. "We can't afford to do that, 
particularly when it comes to resiliency." 

To learn more about the Warrior Resilience conference, 
visit 
http://www.dcoe.health.mil/Training/WarriorResilienceConfer
enceIV.aspx. 

For more information about 21st Century Sailor and 
Marine, visit 
http://www.navy.mil/search/display.asp?story_id=65698. 

Return to Index 
 

3. Growing Support To Restore Virginia-Class To FY '14 Budget 
(DEFENSE DAILY 30 MAR 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

Failing to build Virginia-class (SSN 774) subs at a rate of 
two annually jeopardizes the Navy's goal of sustaining an 
attack submarine fleet of 48 vessels over the long run, the 
service's top acquisition official said yesterday. 

The Navy's 30-year shipbuilding plan submitted to 
Congress this week shows that from 2022 to 2034 the fleet 
will fall below the 48 sub threshold as Los Angeles-class 
(SSN 688) start to retire in greater numbers (Defense Daily, 
March 29). 

"Everything we can do to sustain a two-boat per year 
procurement and production rate is critical to affordability and 
for national security," 

Sean Stackley, the Navy's assistant secretary for research, 
development and acquisition, told the House Armed Services 
Committee's (HASC) subpanel for sea power. 

In laying out its five-year shipbuilding plan in February, 
the Navy eliminated construction on one Virginia-class sub in 
fiscal 2014, sliding it to 2018. As it currently stands, there is 
only one sub on the books for 2014 just as the Navy last year 
got the rate to two annually for the first time in more than 20 
years. 

The lowered rate has sparked concerns it will drive up 
costs on other ships due to the loss of efficiencies and has 
added to questions about whether the Navy will have enough 
submarines to carry out the Obama administration's new 
military strategy that emphasizes operations in the Asia-
Pacific region. 

"There is a cost impact by having that single boat in 
2014," Stackley said. He said keeping the rate at two per year 
over time will save money on future copies. 

Several members of Congress have vowed to restore the 
funding for second submarine in 2014, a sentiment echoed by 
Todd Akin (R-Mo.), the chairman of the sea power 
subcommittee. Akin said he will explore ways to get the 
funding back. 

Navy Secretary Ray Mabus has said the decision to delay 
construction on the sub was "purely" financial as the Pentagon 
faces $487 billion in spending reductions over the next 
decade. Mabus also said he was open to getting a second 
Virginia-class sub into the fiscal 2014 budget. 

Return to Index 
 

4. House Lawmakers To Review Navy Ship Retirements 
(THE HILL 29 MAR 12) ... Carlo Munoz 

House lawmakers Thursday pressed Navy brass over the 
service’s plan to yank several warships out of the fleet early, a 
decision that could have serious consequences for the Navy’s 
new shipbuilding strategy. 

“There is a lot of concern about that,” Rep. Susan Davis 
(D-Calif.) told service leaders during a Wednesday hearing of 
the House Armed Services subcommittee on Seapower and 
Projection Forces. 

Full committee Chairman Buck McKeon (R-Calif.) “will 
be closely examining” the Navy’s ship-retirement plan, said 
spokesman John Noonan. 

Specifically, McKeon will be looking at whether those 
retirements are “the right move, given today’s uncertain 
strategic climate,” he said. 

The Navy’s new shipbuilding plan hinges on whether the 
service can keep afloat the ships it currently has — 
“particularly large surface combatants” — such as cruisers and 
destroyers, in the fleet. 

The Navy would “prefer not to retire any ships early,” as 
evidenced by the new shipbuilding plan, explained Vice Adm. 
Terry Blake, deputy chief of naval operations for integration 
of capabilities and resources. 

But Blake said it would cost the Navy roughly $4.1 
billion to upgrade those ships and keep them in the fleet. 

Given the financial crunch the Navy and the rest of the 
Defense Department is under, that is not fiscally feasible, he 
said. 

The Navy plan caps the fleet’s size at 300 ships. Service 
leaders plan to spend an average of $15.1 billion per year over 
the five-year plan to build up to the 300-ship force. 

Outside of the five-year plan, spending will jump to $19.5 
billion per year to pay for recapitalization of the Navy’s 
ballistic missile submarines, according to the plan. 

Navy cost estimates for the service’s long-term, 30-year 
shipbuilding plan average out to $16.8 billion, according to the 
plan. 

But the Navy has already scheduled seven cruisers to 
come off the line before they are due. Four are set to come out 
in fiscal 2013, and the remaining three in fiscal 2014. 

Pushing back against Blake’s argument, Davis claimed 
the early retirements would cut short the return on the 
investment made by Congress in those ships, and that pulling 
those vessels from the fleet early would be a waste of time and 
taxpayer dollars spent to build those warships. 

Cruisers also “pack a hard punch” that U.S. naval forces 
will need as DOD shifts its focus from the Middle East to 
Asia, Noonan added. 

“What else can you do, if people are uncomfortable with 
that decision” to cut the seven cruisers, Davis asked Blake. 



 9

If the Navy was forced by Congress to bring those ships 
back into the fleet, service leaders would have to find 
something “equally egregious” to cut within the Navy budget. 

There is just “little to no wiggle room at this point,” Blake 
said. 

Return to Index 
 

5. Constitution Sailors Teach Naval History In Phoenix 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 29 MAR 12) ... Sonar Technician Submarine 2nd Class Thomas Rooney, USS Constitution Public Affairs 

PHOENIX  -- USS Constitution Sailors taught more than 
600 students naval history at Centennial Junior High School in 
Phoenix, March 27. 

Chief Culinary Specialist (SW) Brian Pettee, Cryptologic 
Technician (Interpretive) 1st Class Scott Bartlett, Seaman 
William Gillaspie, Seaman Bianca Linares and Seaman Deidre 
Foster gave their presentation as a part of Phoenix Navy 
Week, March 26-30. 

"It was a very rewarding experience to be able to bring 
our naval heritage to such a large, diverse group of kids," said 
Pettee. "Many of the students have never had the chance to see 
the ocean, let alone a Navy Sailor." 

The history lesson included facts about why the United 
States established a Navy, Constitution's construction, her 
famous battle with HMS Guerriere during the War of 1812 
and the ship in modern times. They finally answered questions 
from students about the Navy. 

"Early U.S. History is such a large part of the middle 
school curriculum," said Shep Golos, the school's assistant 
principal. "It was very meaningful for the students to get this 

knowledge firsthand from actual Sailors; it really brought the 
lesson to life." 

Constitution Sailors undergo 20 weeks of naval history 
training, along with additional weekly training. They are also 
scheduled to give history presentations at Pueblo Middle 
School and Sonoran Middle School and to 3rd and 4th graders 
at South Mountain Community Library. 

Phoenix is the first of eight Navy Weeks Constitution 
Sailors are scheduled to participate in throughout 2012, 
celebrating the bicentennial of the War of 1812. 

The primary purpose of Navy Week is to increase Navy 
awareness by presenting the Navy to Americans who live in 
cities that normally do not have a significant naval presence. 
Phoenix Navy Week will showcase the mission, capabilities 
and achievements of the U.S. Navy and provide residents the 
opportunity to meet Sailors firsthand. 

Constitution is the world's oldest commissioned warship 
afloat and welcomes more than 500,000 visitors per year. She 
defended the sea lanes against threat from 1797 to 1855, much 
like the mission of today's Navy. America's Navy: Keeping the 
sea free for more than 200 years. 
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CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
6. U.S. Moving Minesweepers To Waters Near Iran 
(CNN 29 MAR 12) ... Barbara Starr 

Four Navy minesweepers will be on their way to the 
Persian Gulf within weeks as part of an effort to boost 
American military capability in the region amid rising tensions 
with Iran, a Navy official says. 

The minesweepers will be loaded onto cargo ships leaving 
the United States in late April, according to the Navy official. 

The deployments were publicly confirmed by Adm. 
Jonathan Greenert, chief of naval operations, earlier this 
month in testimony before the Senate Armed Services 
Committee. 

"We are moving four more mine sweeps to the theater," 
he said. "That'll make eight. We are moving airborne mine 
countermeasure helicopters. That'll take us to eight in theater. 
And ... those, working with the British mine sweeps there, 
which we exercise with frequently, sets us up a little bit there." 

Each of the ships - the USS Sentry (MCM 3), USS 
Devastator (MCM 6), USS Pioneer (MCM 9) and USS 
Warrior (MCM 10) - carries a crew of about 60. All are 
equipped to detect and neutralize mines. 

The Navy this month also sent to the region four 
additional MH-53 Sea Dragon helicopters, which also have the 
capability to locate and destroy mines. 

The additional deployments are part of an effort by Gen. 
James Mattis, head of the U.S. Central Command, to beef up 
the American military presence in the region in the face of 
Iranian threats to shut down the Strait of Hormuz. 

The United States has long believed that if Iran tried to 
shut the strait down it would begin by seeding the waters with 
mines, which would keep both commercial and military 
shipping from operating. The Navy is increasingly concerned 
about Iran's use of undersea mines, which may be tethered to 
the sea floor and are difficult to detect. 

New detection and destruction technologies including 
lasers are being developed but have yet to be deployed. 

So far, Mattis has not requested additional aircraft carrier 
deployments, but several military officials say the effort is to 
keep two carrier groups in the region as much as possible. 
None of the officials would speak on the record due the 
sensitivity of discussing military deployments to the region. 

The Navy is also finishing up refitting the USS Ponce 
(LPD 15) as a floating staging base. It's expected to also be 
sent to the region in the next few months, manned by a 
military and civilian crew. It will provide refueling, resupply 
and maintenance operations for minesweepers, aircraft and 
patrol craft at sea in the region. 

Return to Index 
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7. Navy Ships Out Radar System Ahead Of North Korea Launch 
(CNN 29 MAR 12) ... Barbara Starr 

The U.S. military is sending its most advanced radar 
system to the Pacific region ahead of North Korea's expected 
launch of a long-range missile in mid-April, according to a 
senior U.S. Navy official. 

The Sea-Based X-Band Radar sits atop a floating platform 
and has the ability to search and track targets. In addition, the 
system can communicate with potential U.S. interceptor 
missiles at Fort Greely, Alaska, and Vandenberg Air Force 
Base, California, that could shoot down a target missile. But 
the North Koreans have said they plan to launch their missile 
in a southerly direction, which would mean it is highly 
doubtful the intercept capability would be needed or used. 

The U.S. military will not officially say the radar is being 
deployed for the North Korean launch, but one senior U.S. 
official called the SBX-1 deployment "precautionary." Both 
officials declined to be identified because of the sensitive 
nature of the information. 

The Navy official acknowledged that the SBX-1 set sail 
from Pearl Harbor on March 23. The platform can operate 
hundreds of miles from the target area it is scanning, so it is 
not expected to sail close to North Korea. 

Military officials have said they are worried the North 
Korean missile might be so unreliable that debris could fall on 
a number of Asian countries rather than into the ocean as the 
North Koreans have said. 

SBX-1 is at best an odd-looking military asset. The 
platform is 240 feet wide, 390 feet long and 280 feet high 
from the keel to the top of the radar dome that sits on top of 
the platform. It is staffed with a crew of 86 military and 
civilian personnel. In 2009, then-Defense Secretary Robert 
Gates ordered it to sea in advance of a North Korean missile 
launch at that time. 
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8. Royal Thai Navy Assumes Command Of Combined Task Force 151 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 29 MAR 12) ... Combined Maritime Forces Public Affairs 

MUSCAT, Oman  -- The royal Thai navy assumed 
command from the royal Danish navy as Commander 
Combined Task Force (CTF) 151, during a change of 
command ceremony onboard USS Halsey (DDG 97), Muscat, 
Oman, March 29. 

Rear Adm. Tanin Likitawong, royal Thai navy, relieved 
Commodore Aage Buur Jensen, royal Danish navy. 

The ceremony concluded the royal Danish navy's first 
command of CTF 151, which consisted of a multinational staff 
embarked in Halsey. The three month operation further 
strengthened ties with other counter-piracy naval forces on 
operations in the region, as well as further developing 
communication and collaboration within the merchant 
shipping community. 

Jensen's tenure as commander of CTF 151 included visits 
at sea to the flagships of Commander CTF 465 European 
Naval Force (EUNAVFOR), Capt. Jorge Manso, and 
Commander CTF 508 NATO, Rear Adm. Siman A. Tosum, as 
well as a meeting onboard the Adm. Tributs, flagship to Capt. 
Ilder Ahmerov, commander of the Russian counter-piracy task 
group in the region. 

"Counter-piracy is a matter of concern for all nations and 
should be dealt with by all nations," said Jensen of his time as 
commander of CTF 151. He continued to highlight the 
coordination with the European Union, NATO, and 

independent deployers as an outstanding example of 
international cooperation, with all partners showed willingness 
to do their upmost to achieve the common aim of defeating 
piracy. 

Since January CTF 151 has disrupted four piracy action 
groups (PAG), and conducted coastal monitoring for piracy 
activity along the northern area of the Horn of Africa, and the 
south Somali coast. International partnerships and eagerness to 
share information and assets has lead to a drop in piracy in the 
region. From the time January-March 2012 there was a 
decrease in piracy attacks on vessels from 41 to 11, and 
successful pirating from 13 to four over the same period in 
2011. 

"It is my intent to continue the outstanding efforts of 
Commodore Jensen, and the progress which he and his team 
onboard Hasley have made countering piracy in this region," 
said Tanin. "I am also greatly looking forward to working with 
all the different nations of CMF." 

CTF 151 is one of three task forces under control of 
Combined Maritime Forces (CMF), based in Bahrain. CTF 
151 was established in 2009 to deter, disrupt and suppress 
piracy, protect maritime vessels of any nationality and secure 
freedom of navigation for the benefit of all. CTF 151's area of 
operation encompasses 1.1 million square miles in the Gulf of 
Aden and Somali Basin. 
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9. Historic HS-4 Transitions To HSC-4 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 29 MAR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Shawnte Bryan, Navy Public Affairs Support 
Element West 

SAN DIEGO -- The "Black Knights" of Helicopter Anti-
Submarine Squadron (HS) 4 became Helicopter Sea Combat 
Squadron (HSC) 4, during a transition ceremony at Naval 
Base Coronado, March 29. 

The primary mission of the legendary "Black Knights" 
has always been anti-submarine warfare. However, with the 
transition from the SH-60F Sea Hawk helicopter to MH-60S 
Knighthawk, the squadron adds search and rescue, combat 

search and rescue, special operations support and logistics as 
secondary missions. 

"With this ceremony the legendary 'Black Knights' will 
embark on a new path, and with any decision of the future 
there will be uncertainties, but one thing that is clear is that the 
future is bright," said retired Capt. Michael Fuqua, a former 
commanding officer of HS-4. 
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Since the announcement of the transition in October 2011, 
HSC-4 has been training with the Fleet Replacement Squadron 
of HSC-3 to ensure a solid transition. 

"We are learning the new airframe by going to HSC-3 to 
train with their instructor pilots," said Cmdr. Tamara K. 
Graham, commanding officer of HSC-4. "And our maintainers 
go over [to HSC-3] to execute maintenance under the 
instruction of already trained maintenance professionals." 

After months of training, hard work and the official 
transition, the men and women of the legendary "Black 
Knights" can now call themselves "plank owners." 

"When you work for a command that is called a legend in 
history, maintaining that representation is going to be 
challenging, especially being the first to be called HSC-4," 

said Aviation Machinist Mate 1st Class Miguel Caro, "but we 
are all up for the task." 

HS-4's most famous helicopter was the SH-3D Sea King 
"Helicopter 66" which was used to pick up astronauts from 
Apollo 8, 10, 11, 12 and 13. Recently, HS-4 deployed and 
supported Operation Tomodachi to aid tsunami victims in 
Japan, as well as Operations New Dawn in Iraq and Enduring 
Freedom in Afghanistan. 

"HS-4, at least in my eyes, is the best and greatest 
squadron that ever was and ever will be, and is truly 
legendary," said Fuqua. 

Graham said by the end of May, HSC-4 expects to be 
fully transitioned and equipped with seven new MH-60S 
Knighthawk helicopters. 
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10. Enterprise Hosts Reception In Piraeus, Greece 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 20 MAR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist Seaman Harry Andrew D. Gordon, Enterprise Carrier Strike 
Group Public Affairs 

PIRAEUS, Greece -- The aircraft carrier USS Enterprise 
(CVN 65) hosted a reception during a regularly scheduled 
three-day port visit to Piraeus, Greece, March 28. 

The reception, which provided an opportunity for the U.S. 
and Greece to highlight the partnership between the two 
countries, was attended by the U.S. Ambassador to Greece 
Daniel Bennett Smith. 

"I think having this reception aboard Enterprise sets a 
standard for relations with our European partners," said Smith. 
"The love and connectivity of everyone here just makes it a 
wonderful visit for the crew." 

More than 900 Greek officials, Greek, European and U.S. 
military leadership, including Commander, U.S. 6th Fleet, and 
USS Vicksburg (CG 69) Commanding Officer Capt. Logan 
Jones were in attendance. 

"This is a unique opportunity for us to welcome Greek 
guests and other foreign guests to the largest aircraft carrier in 
the world," said Rear Adm. Ted Carter, commander of the 
Enterprise Carrier Strike Group. "I can't tell you how exciting 
it is for people to visit a carrier and to see it in person. It's also 
a symbol of cooperation and history between our two 
countries." 

The event was held in the hangar bay and tours of the 
ship's spaces were provided to visitors interested in seeing the 
world's first nuclear-powered aircraft carrier. 

"To visit this legendary ship has its symbolism," said 
Hellenic Minister of Defense Dimitris Avramopooulos. "It 
comes at a very difficult moment for our country. So, the 

message the United States has sent to us is solidarity and 
friendship. As President (Barack) Obama, Secretary (Hillary) 
Clinton and Ambassador Smith, have previously stated, 'We 
stand next to Greece.' We should never forget that we fight 
together for a supreme and noble cause." 

Enterprise Sailors were responsible for the set up and 
service during the event. Entertainment was provided by the 
U.S. Naval Forces Band, "Flagship," and the Enterprise 
Chorus. 

"Tonight I had a conversation with the minister of 
defense," said Personnel Specialist Seaman Angelo Smith, an 
Enterprise Sailor. "We are happy to be here in their country, 
but yet they have the same amount of gratitude for having us 
here. I realized as an enlisted member that this is where it 
actually happens. Like they say, communication is key. That's 
not just for a relationships and friends, it is for nations." 

During Enterprise's stay in Piraeus, Sailors and Marines 
will have time to enjoy the sites and culture of Athens and the 
surrounding area before continuing with the ship's 
deployment. 

"Today we share a wish, for all of you to have a peaceful 
journey and always have honor in the duty served for the 
causes that bring us together," said Avramopooulos. 

Enterprise is deployed as part of Enterprise Carrier Strike 
Group supporting maritime security operations and theater 
security cooperation efforts in the U.S. 6th Fleet area of 
responsibility. 
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GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
11. Hard Line On Iran Places White House In A Bind 
(NEW YORK TIMES 30 MAR 12) ... Mark Landler, Thom Shanker and Helene Cooper 

WASHINGTON — As American and European 
diplomats prepare for crucial negotiations with Iran over its 
nuclear program, the White House finds itself caught in a 
bind: for the diplomatic effort to work, American officials say, 
the Iranian government must believe that President Obama is 
ready and willing to take military action. 

Yet tough talk, necessary as it might be for successful 
diplomacy, contributes to a sense that war may be 

unavoidable. And it masks the fact that Mr. Obama, and his 
military commanders, remain deeply worried about the 
consequence of an attack on Iran’s nuclear facilities, either by 
Israel alone or a strike that could draw in the United States. 

“Obama had two main objectives — to deflect Israeli 
pressure to conduct or acquiesce in a premature war, and to 
neutralize Republican criticism that he is too soft on Iran and 
too hard on Israel,” said Robert Malley, program director for 
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the Middle East and North Africa at the International Crisis 
Group. “On those fronts, mission accomplished.” 

But, Mr. Malley added, “victory came at a price.” By 
stating clearly that containment of a nuclear-armed Iran is off 
the table, Mr. Obama may have committed America to 
military action to halt Iran if other means fail to do so, Mr. 
Malley said. 

Some White House officials acknowledge that in an 
election year when Republican candidates are calling for 
tougher action against Iran, the misgivings expressed by the 
Pentagon — both publicly and privately — over a strike could 
provide the president with some political cover. 

A classified war simulation conducted by United States 
Central Command this month to assess the repercussions of an 
Israeli airstrike, for example, found that an Israeli attack could 
lead to a wider regional war, draw in the United States and 
leave hundreds of Americans dead, providing recent evidence 
to the skeptics — not only in the Pentagon but also in the 
White House and intelligence community as well — who have 
warned that any action by Israel against Iran could prove 
perilous. 

At the same time, some current and former administration 
officials worry that any hesitancy about considering military 
action that is expressed in the United States could lull the 
Iranians into thinking that they do not need to make 
concessions at the negotiating table, just at a time when the 
diplomatic effort has taken center stage. 

“For diplomacy to work there has to be a coercive side,” 
said Dennis B. Ross, a former senior official at the National 
Security Council who handled Iran policy. “If the Iranians 
think this is a bluff, you can’t be as effective. The message to 
the Iranians is: you’ve got an option.” 

And even Israeli officials who have pushed for tougher 
action from the United States say they would much rather see 
a diplomatic end to the crisis. “At the end of the day, Israel 
doesn’t want to strike Iran either,” one Western diplomat said. 

Added David Makovsky, an Israel expert at the 
Washington Institute for Near East Policy: “The next move on 
the chess board is diplomacy. It has to be diplomacy, and there 
has to be an effort to get diplomacy to work.” 

But some White House officials clearly feel that 
diplomatic options for resolving the crisis are being 
overlooked amid all the talk about force. The risk, they say, is 
that the debate will take on a momentum of its own. 

There is also a sense at the White House that the 
administration is not getting enough credit for putting together 
a global coalition to enforce economic sanctions against Iran 
that is also creating the conditions for a possible diplomatic 
solution to the problem — even as administration officials say 
the military option is never off the table. 

White House officials declined to discuss these 
deliberations on the record, citing their extreme sensitivity, 
both with the Israelis and with other parts of the 
administration, chiefly the Pentagon. 

Mr. Obama, after his meeting with Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu of Israel this month, warned Republican 
candidates and others against “loose talk” of war. Yet at a 
news conference with Prime Minister David Cameron of 
Britain, the president said the window for diplomacy with Iran 
was “shrinking.” 

There are differences of opinion among top 
administration officials about the likelihood of a pre-emptive 
Israeli military strike. 

Vice President Joseph R. Biden Jr., for example, is said to 
be less worried than Mr. Obama that Mr. Netanyahu will pull 
the trigger in the coming months, several officials said. Mr. 
Biden bases his judgment on his long relationship with Mr. 
Netanyahu, which dates from the prime minister’s first stint in 
office in the 1990s. 

But unlike the internal administration debate over 
Afghanistan, the White House and Pentagon appear to be on 
the same page about Iran. Whatever the cliché about military 
leaders being more gung ho about going to war than their 
civilian counterparts, the reality is that the American military 
has often led the argument against military engagement, 
including in the recent conflict in Libya, past conflicts in 
Bosnia and Rwanda, and even now on the question of whether 
the United States should engage militarily in Syria. 

The concern about going to war with Iran that is 
emanating from the Pentagon did not start with Defense 
Secretary Leon E. Panetta. His predecessor, Robert M. Gates, 
as well as Adm. Mike Mullen, the former chairman of the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff, were equally outspoken. 

“Both of those guys were counseling on the risks of 
military action, and quite publicly,” said a senior military 
official. “Their successors have reaffirmed that — and that is 
where the building’s leadership is on this.” 

Senior Pentagon civilian officials and military officers say 
the cautious Iran comments from Mr. Panetta and Gen. Martin 
E. Dempsey, the current chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, 
are not part of any organized messaging campaign by the 
White House. 

“As is appropriate in addressing a matter of this 
importance, senior leaders from across the government — led 
by the president — have discussed the potential consequences 
of a military conflict with Iran,” said George Little, the 
Pentagon press secretary. 

The warnings, officials said, reflect the assessments by 
both leaders that an Israeli preventive attack on Iranian nuclear 
facilities may provoke a round of counterattacks that might 
lead to a wider war that would involve the United States after 
years of fighting in Iraq and Afghanistan. 

Pentagon officials said they were aware of reports in the 
Israeli news media of high-level unhappiness, up to and 
including the office of Mr. Netanyahu, at the stern warnings 
issued by Mr. Panetta and General Dempsey. 

“The chairman’s job is to provide options and to provide 
the risks and benefits of various options,” a senior Pentagon 
official said, referring to General Dempsey. “But ultimately, 
the civilian leaders — the National Command Authority — 
make the final decision.” 

Several military officials said the cautious tone set by Mr. 
Panetta and General Dempsey flowed directly from the fact 
that one of the military’s metrics in weighing potential conflict 
is the body bag. 

“We are going to bear the brunt of any retaliation from 
Iran,” said another senior military officer. “It will be our men 
and women, whether overt and ugly or covert and just as 
ugly.” 

Return to Index 
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12. Syria Issue Drives Turkey-Iran Talks 
U.N. chief presents Arab leaders with peace plan; Clinton heads to region 
(WASHINGTON POST 30 MAR 12) ... Alice Fordham 

BEIRUT — Turkey’s prime minister arrived in Iran on 
Thursday for talks dominated by the violence engulfing Syria, 
while U.N. chief Ban Ki-moon presented an Arab League 
summit in Baghdad with a U.N.-endorsed plan for ending the 
fighting and Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton 
headed to the region for discussions focused on the crisis. 

The Turkish leader, Recep Tayyip Erdogan, met with 
Iran’s parliamentary speaker, Ali Larijani, in Tehran and 
discussed ways “to help resolve complicated problems in the 
region,” Iranian state media reported. 

Iran is optimistic about the six-point peace plan put 
forward by Kofi Annan, the joint U.N.-Arab League envoy to 
Syria, Iranian Foreign Minister Ali Akbar Salehi told 
journalists in Tehran. The plan has been endorsed by Syrian 
officials, although its call for an end to hostilities has not been 
implemented. On Thursday, Syrian media quoted President 
Bashar al-Assad as saying that he would “spare no effort to 
make this mission successful, since it is hoped that it will 
contribute to the return of security and stability to the 
country.” 

Turkey’s leaders have pressed Assad to step down, 
accusing him of leading a brutal crackdown against a year-
long uprising. Iran, however, remains staunchly supportive of 
Assad. 

Turkey and Iran, neighboring nations with strong trade 
ties, are not likely to let their differences squander years of 
work to build good relations, said Henri Barkey, a professor of 
international relations at Lehigh University. Their mutual 
desire to remain on good terms could mean that Turkey is one 
of the few nations with leverage to sway Iran’s position, he 
said. 

“Turkey is very dependent on Iran for energy, and Iran 
depends on being able to export fuel to Turkey,” Barkey said. 
“If I were Assad, I would be worried. If the Turks were to 
convince the Iranians that Assad is done for, the Turks might 
say, ‘Look, let’s find an alternative solution that you can live 
with.’ ” 

The Syrian crisis also topped the Arab League’s agenda in 
Baghdad, where leaders gathered amid high security for a 
summit postponed from last year. Ban urged Syria — which 
was not represented at the summit because its membership in 
the league has been suspended — to comply with Annan’s call 
for an end to hostilities and a daily cease-fire to allow for 
delivery of humanitarian aid. 

“The world is waiting for commitments to be translated 
into action,” Ban said, according to wire service reports. 

Inside Syria, meanwhile, violence continued. The Britain-
based Syrian Observatory for Human Rights reported that 23 
civilians were killed across the country Thursday, including 
five in the Qalaat al-Madiq area, near the central city of Hama, 
the scene of fierce battles between security forces and armed 
protesters in the past week. In addition, the group said, nine 
armed rebels and 15 members of the Syrian army were killed, 
including two officers assassinated in the city of Aleppo. 

In London, Foreign Secretary William Hague announced 
Thursday evening that Britain would supply almost $800,000 

worth of nonlethal aid to the opposition inside Syria, led by 
the influential, if fragmented, Syrian National Council. 

President Obama indicated at a nuclear summit in South 
Korea this week that the United States also would be prepared 
to expand its support to the Syrian opposition in the form of 
communications technology and medical aid. 

Further discussions of the plans are expected at a Friends 
of Syria meeting of opposition leaders and representatives of 
supportive countries in Istanbul on Sunday. 

The gathering in Turkey is a follow-up to a meeting in 
Tunis last month of more than 70 nations and international 
organizations that made little progress toward agreement on 
how to assist the Syrian opposition. Some Persian Gulf 
countries, notably Saudi Arabia and Qatar, called for arms 
shipments to Syrian opposition fighters. But other Arab 
League members and U.S. and European officials expressed 
concerns about the opposition’s unity and aims and insisted 
that nonviolent efforts to pressure Assad should first be 
exhausted. 

Those disagreements remain and are likely to be aired 
during Clinton’s visit this week to Saudi Arabia, where she 
will stop en route to Istanbul. Clinton’s Friday meeting with 
Saudi King Abdullah will probably focus on Syria, even as the 
secretary reaffirms ever-closer U.S. relations with the Saudis 
on counterterrorism and other issues. 

The Saudis, who have given the Syrian opposition money 
to buy weapons, have circulated a proposal in recent days 
calling for the establishment of a “safe zone” on the Syrian 
side of the Turkish border where humanitarian and military aid 
for the rebels can be assembled and distributed and the armed 
opposition forces can be trained. Although they don’t dispute 
negative assessments of the opposition fighters, the Saudis 
have argued that efforts to aid, unify and train them would be 
far easier in one location. 

The Saudi proposal has met with little support. “If you’re 
going to have safety zones inside Syria, that’s basically a 
military operation,” said a senior Obama administration 
official, speaking on the condition of anonymity. “If it 
involves neighboring countries, that’s for neighboring 
countries to talk about, not the gulf” states. 

The U.S. position, going into the Istanbul meeting, is that 
more time is needed to test Assad’s compliance with the 
Annan plan and to gauge the effect of tightening sanctions on 
the Syrian regime. 

The Saudis, the U.S. official said, “would love us to be 
able to stand up and say Bashar is leaving tomorrow. That’s 
not going to happen... What we’re doing is increasing 
diplomatic pressure” on Assad, “working on humanitarian 
access and pushing the transition forward.” 

The Istanbul conference, the official said, “is a way for us 
to publicly acknowledge that type of momentum.” 

Turkey has also been reluctant to agree to any official use 
of its territory by Syrian opposition forces without an 
international mandate, ideally from the U.N. Security Council. 

On Saturday, Clinton is to meet in Riyadh with the six-
member Gulf Cooperation Council of Persian Gulf states. In 
addition to Syria, council members are anxious to discuss Iran. 
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With the Tehran government and the P5-plus-1 nations — the 
United States, Russia, China, Britain, France and Germany — 
agreeing to hold talks on the Iranian nuclear program, “we 
want to hear some kind of statement” about U.S. policy, a 
senior diplomat from the region said. 

“If the talks succeed, what happens? If they fail, what 
happens? the diplomat said. 

“We keep hearing that the United States will not allow 
Iran to get a nuclear weapon and that the United States is 
committed to Israel’s defense and nonproliferation,” the 
diplomat said. “We hear all the great reasons why the United 
States is going to work very hard to prevent this, but we don’t 
seem to be part of the messaging... We want to hear what the 
plan is.” 
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13. Sea Clashes Loom Over Southeast Asia Summit 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 30 MAR 12) ... James Hookway 

Tiny Cambodia is emerging as a key pawn in the 
diplomatic struggle over one of the world's busiest stretches of 
water: the potentially energy-rich South China Sea. 

The country of 15 million people is this year hosting a 
series of regional summits in which China's claims to the 
waters could loom large. Its sea tussles with countries such as 
Vietnam and the Philippines has raised security fears in an 
already jittery region. The U.S. has further angered China by 
saying it wants to keep the South China Sea, which carries 
around half the world's total trade, free and open to navigation. 

Ahead of a summit by leaders of the 10-member 
Association of Southeast Asian Nations next week. China's 
President Hu Jintao is embarking on his own four-day state 
visit to Cambodia Friday in what some analysts interpret as a 
not-so-subtle reminder of where the host nation's sympathies 
should lie, and a ploy to encourage Cambodia to play down 
the South China Sea controversy wherever possible. 

Cambodia is the latest Asian country to have its ties to 
China come under closer scrutiny. China for years has been 
the biggest provider of foreign aid and investment in 
Cambodia. Chinese investors have transformed Phnom Penh's 
skyline with ever-taller buildings and Chinese tourists flock to 
the country's burgeoning casinos. 

In return, Cambodia, which has no claims in the South 
China Sea, steadfastly maintains a neutral stance toward the 
contest for control of its waters. 

Now, in a year when Cambodia will host ASEAN's 
meetings, analysts suggest China is counting on its ally to 
slow the momentum for a stronger, unified ASEAN response 
to Beijing's claim of sovereignty over the waters. 

Mr. Hu's visit just before the ASEAN leaders' summit "is 
putting the pressure on Cambodia and showing that China is 
willing to work its patch," said Carlyle Thayer, a professor 
with the University of New South Wales at the Australian 
Defence Force Academy. Chinese Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Hong Lei reiterated China's view Wednesday that 
its sovereignty over the entire sea is "indisputable.” 

China tried but failed to stop the South China Sea from 
being discussed at the latest ASEAN summit, said participants 
in that meeting, in Indonesia last year. It is not yet known 
whether the topic will be on the agenda this year. 

Teeming with fish and believed to lie atop larger reserves 
of oil and natural gas, the South China Sea is emerging as a 
major security flash point that has the potential to destabilize 
the entire East Asian region. Japan's economy, for instance, 
depends almost entirely on oil shipped through the area. 

China claims the whole sea as its sovereign territory, 
while the Philippines, Vietnam, Taiwan, Malaysia and Brunei 
also claim parts, leading to increasingly frequent dust-ups over 
oil exploration and fishing rights. The Philippine and 

Vietnamese governments both accuse Chinese vessels of 
sabotaging oil exploration within their waters, as defined by 
the United Nations' maritime laws, while Beijing has 
repeatedly warned its smaller neighbors not to develop energy 
resources in the region without its permission and not to 
engage in military maneuvers that could raise stress levels in 
the area. 

Vietnam and the Philippines are now developing stronger 
military ties with the U.S., and with each other, as they step up 
military spending in response to China's growing naval and 
economic power. Vietnam is awaiting delivery of six 
submarines from Russia, while the Philippines is renewing its 
sometimes prickly military relationship with the U.S., the 
islands' former colonial ruler. Manila recently took delivery of 
a former U.S. Coast Guard cutter to help bolster its dilapidated 
navy and Congress in February approved the transfer of a 
second vessel. 

In a recent interview, President Benigno Aquino III said 
that the U.S.'s re-engagement in East Asia after a decade 
focused on the Middle East and Afghanistan is helping smaller 
countries such as the Philippines develop a more equal, 
balanced relationship with China, the regional superpower. 
Philippine officials say Mr. Aquino will push ASEAN to 
adopt a code of conduct on how to handle disputes, but it is 
unclear whether Cambodia, as host, will allow the proposals to 
be discussed. 

American officials worry that Cambodia, lodged between 
Thailand and Vietnam, has fallen under China's sway over the 
past decade. During a brief stop there in late 2010, U.S. 
Secretary of State Hillary Clinton urged Cambodia not to be 
too dependent on China, and pledged to look for ways to retire 
$450 million in debt accrued by Cambodia's Vietnam War-era 
government. U.S. officials said privately the stop was intended 
at least in part to demonstrate U.S. support for the country 
amid China's expanding influence there, 

China's large aid donations and backing for infrastructure 
projects are seen as an important tool for China to boost its 
popularity in Cambodia, which was ravaged by years of civil 
war and the atrocities of the China-backed Khmer Rouge 
regime in the 1970s The country's former monarch, King 
Norodom Sihanouk, has an especially strong relationship with 
Beijing, once seeking refuge there and regularly obtaining 
medical treatment in the country. 

But recent shifts in the diplomatic winds in Asia 
underscore how such Chinese support doesn't always buy 
loyalty. 

Until relatively recently, the Philippines, for one, was 
perceived to be increasingly close to China. It accepted large 
amounts of development aid from Beijing while at the same 
time giving China a greater say—at least temporarily—in how 
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the Philippines planned to exploit energy resources in its 
territorial waters. The country has reversed course under the 
leadership of Mr. Aquino, who was elected in 2010, 
repositioning itself as one of the U.S.'s strongest allies in the 
region. 

Military-dominated Myanmar also is beginning to break 
away from China's orbit. Last year it suspended a 
controversial Chinese-financed hydropower project which 
would have sent masses of electricity back to China. Now, an 
army-backed government is pursuing a series of reforms 

which analysts believe are designed to persuade the U.S. and 
European Union to drop stringent sanctions and enable 
Myanmar to develop stronger trade relationships with the 
West instead of depending too heavily on China. 

"This is a point which China either doesn't get or refuses 
to acknowledge: They accuse the U.S. of causing trouble, but 
it's countries such as Myanmar, Vietnam and the Philippines 
which are reaching out to the U.S. to counter China, not the 
other way around," said Walter Lohman, director of the Asian 
Studies Center at the Washington-based Heritage Foundation. 
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14. North Korea Test Fires Short-Range Missiles: Reports 
(REUTERS 29 MAR 12) ... Jack Kim 

SEOUL -- North Korea fired two short-range missiles off 
its west coast on Thursday believed to be part of a test to 
upgrade capabilities, said news reports published on Friday, 
quoting South Korean military officials. 

North Korea has raised tensions in recent weeks by 
announcing it would launch a rocket to put a satellite into 
orbit, but regional powers are urging Pyongyang to drop the 
plan, saying it would violate U.N. Security Council 
resolutions. 

North Korea launched two short-range missiles believed 
to be surface-to-ship missiles from its west coast Thursday 
morning, South Korea's Chosun Ilbo newspaper quoted 
government officials as saying. 

"The launch is believed to be to upgrade missile 
capabilities and not related directly to the North's long-range 
missile launch," the newspaper quoted a military official as 
saying. 

Another mainstream newspaper JoongAng Ilbo published 
a similar report. 

South Korea's office of the Joint Chiefs of Staff declined 
to confirm the reports, citing its policy of not speaking 
publicly on matters involving intelligence activities. 

Reclusive North Korea has said it is merely sending a 
weather satellite into space, but South Korea and the United 
States say it is a disguised ballistic missile test. 

The secretive North has twice tested a nuclear device, but 
experts doubt whether it yet has the ability to miniaturize an 
atomic bomb to fit inside a warhead. 

The North has said the launch would take place between 
April 12 and 16. The planned launch, which has even drawn 
criticism from ally China, will mark the 100th birth 
anniversary of state founder Kim Il-sung. 
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15. South China Sea Drives Regional Choices 
(AVIATION WEEK 29 MAR 12) ... Leithen Francis 

SINGAPORE -- The defense priority for Southeast Asian 
countries is monitoring and protecting their territories in the 
South China Sea in response to China’s increased 
assertiveness and claims to this region. 

Chinese submarines, ships and aircraft patrol the area 
now, and many Southeast Asian nations fear China will build 
military installations on the islands, atolls and reefs, paving 
the way for it to exploit the oil and gas reserves under the 
seabed. China already has a permanent fort on Mischief Reef 
in the South China Sea. 

The fact that China has such a large military has led all 
the coastal Southeast Asian nations—with the exception of 
Singapore—to conclude that they are inadequately equipped to 
protect their interests in the South China Sea. Each is now 
racing to invest in new fighters that will remain their 
mainstays beyond 2020. The importance of airborne early 
warning (AEW) aircraft and networked fighters has also 
caught on. 

Singapore, which has the largest defense budget of any 
Southeast Asian nation, has Gulfstream G550s equipped with 
ELTA Systems’ AEW mission suite. Its fighters include 
Lockheed Martin F--16s and Boeing F-15s. It is planning to 
modernize the F-16s and is expected to choose the “V” 
upgrade Lockheed Martin unveiled at the Singapore Airshow 
last month. This includes active, electronically scanned array 
(AESA) radar as well as data links allowing the F-16V to 

communicate with Lockheed Martin F-35s and F-22s. 
Singapore became a security cooperation participant on the F-
35 program in 2003 and is expected to order the aircraft 
eventually. 

No other Southeast Asian nation can afford all the 
equipment Singapore has, but some are seeking to develop 
similar capabilities. Thailand operates one Saab Erieye AEW 
aircraft and has one more on order. It has also received six 
Saab Gripen JAS 39C/Ds and ordered six more; first deliveries 
of the second tranche will start early next year. Equipment on 
its Gripens include Ericsson/GEC-Marconi PS-05/A pulse-
doppler radar, RBS15 anti-ship missiles and the EWS 39 
electronic warfare suite, the same suite used by the Swedish 
air force. 

Thailand is widely expected to order another six Gripen 
fighters, bringing its fleet of the aircraft to 18. The country 
purchased Gripens to replace its Northrop F-5s based at Surat 
Thani air base because it is convinced of the merits of 
networked fighters. The Swedes argue that having better 
intelligence on your enemy’s whereabouts—through the use of 
Saab AEW—allows you to place fighters more effectively, 
creating an opportunity to defeat a larger enemy. 

The networked solution is also being taken to the next 
level. Saab owns 40% of Thai company Avia Satcom, which 
has been tasked with developing a national tactical data link 
that will cover the AEW aircraft, Gripens and F-16s as well as 
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the navy’s aircraft and ships. The Saab Erieye also works with 
Link 16, so it can feed data to U.S. platforms such as F-16s, 
but the advantage for Thailand in having a national data link is 
its control over the encryption. 

Thailand is also undertaking a midlife upgrade of 18 F-
16A/Bs. This involves installing: a more advanced 
mechanically scanned radar (Northrop Grumman APG-68V9), 
new friend-or-foe detection system (BAE Systems APX-113), 
electronic warfare management system (Terma ALQ-213), 
and system for protecting against enemy missiles (BAE ALE-
47). Thai F-16s and Gripens are equipped with Raytheon’s 
AGM-65 Maverick air-to-surface missile and AIM-120 
Amraam and AIM-9 Sidewinder air-to-air missiles. 

Malaysia is planning to add AEW aircraft networked to 
fighters, too. It has been considering the Northrop Grumman 
E-2D as well as the Erieye radar mounted on Embraer EMB-
145s. 

The new fighters Malaysia plans to order will replace 
RSK MiG-29s based at Kuantan air base overlooking the 
South China Sea. Contending to meet the requirement are 
Saab’s Gripen JAS 39C/D and Gripen NG, Boeing’s F/A-
18E/F Super Hornet, Eurofighter’s Typhoon and Dassault’s 
Rafale. 

Malaysia already has eight older-variant Hornets so, in 
theory at least, it does not have to order many Super Hornets 
to form a squadron, as upgraded Hornets could work alongside 
the Super Hornets. The Boeing aircraft use many of the same 
weapons, too. At the Malaysia LIMA Airshow last December, 

Boeing announced a contract to upgrade the air force’s eight 
Hornets with improved GPS and “identification friend or foe 
interrogation” capabilities as well as a joint helmet-mounted 
cueing system (JHCS). The JHCS is needed because Malaysia 
is purchasing AIM-9X-2 Sidewinder missiles. The JHCS 
allows pilots to point an AIM-9X missile seeker and lock onto 
the target simply by looking at it. 

The Rafale, like the Super Hornet, has been in active duty 
as a naval fighter. The maritime aspect is important, because 
the fighters at Kuantan air base are used to protect Malaysia’s 
South China Sea interests. 

Indonesia also wants to protect its South China Sea 
territory. It is receiving 24 Lockheed Martin F-16C/Ds from 
the U.S. for free but will spend $750 million to upgrade these 
to the Block 52 standard, says the U.S. Defense Department. 
The modernization includes: friend-or-foe radar warning 
receivers (Raytheon ALR-69), modular mission computers, an 
electronic warfare management system (Terma ALQ-213), 
missile protection system (BAE ALE-47 countermeasures 
dispenser system), situational awareness data link and 
targeting pods. 

In addition, the head of the Indonesian air force, Air Chief 
Marshal Imam Sufaat, told Aviation Week in February that the 
country wants to buy AEW aircraft that can be networked to 
the F-16s. It now has three Boeing 737-2X9 Surveillers 
equipped with side-looking airborne modular multimission 
radar. 
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16. China Warns Vietnam, Philippines Against 'Damaging Peace' In Sea 
(KYODO NEWS 30 MAR 12) 

BEIJING -- China took issue Thursday with a reported 
plan by the Philippines and Vietnam to launch joint military 
exercises and patrols in waters claimed by China, warning 
them that taking such action could escalate the territorial 
dispute and damage peace. 

Foreign Ministry spokesman Hong Lei also said that is in 
the fundamental interest of claimants "to maintain the peace 
and stability in the South China Sea" and that the joint 
exercises and patrols would complicate the territorial issue. 

He reiterated China's stance that it has "indisputable 
sovereignty" over the Spratly Islands and their adjacent waters 
where the two countries reportedly plan to hold their joint 
exercises and patrols. 

Earlier this week, Philippine media reported that 
Philippine military spokesman Lt. Col. Omar Tonsay 
disclosed the plan following the March 11-14 visit to Vietnam 
of a Philippine Navy delegation led by its chief Vice Adm. 
Alexander Pama. 

During his visit, Pama reportedly signed with his 
Vietnamese counterpart Adm. Nguyen Van Hien an agreement 
on standard operating procedures to guide interaction between 
the two navies in the vicinity of Northeast Cay Island, 
occupied by the Philippines, and nearby Southeast Cay Island, 
occupied by Vietnam. 

The procedures are to implement a memorandum of 
understanding on joint patrols that was signed by the navy 
chiefs of the two countries last October. 

Pama and Hien also reportedly signed an MOU on the 
"Enhancement of Mutual Cooperation and Information 
Sharing" between the two navies. 

Hong said relevant countries should comply with the 
Declaration on the Conduct of Parties in the South China Sea, 
signed in 2002 between China and the 10-member Association 
of Southeast Asian Nations, and avoid taking actions that 
complicate and escalate disputes and damage the peace and 
stability in the South China Sea. 
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17. China, Russia Plan Naval War Exercises Next Month 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 29 MAR 12) 

BEIJING — China says it will join Russia in naval war 
games starting next month in the Sea of Japan and the Yellow 
Sea. 

The official Xinhua News Agency quoted Defense 
Ministry spokesman Yang Yujun as saying Thursday that the 
exercise will begin in late April and run into May. The 
specific locations were not disclosed. 

Yang says the joint exercise is aimed at improving 
cooperation and ensuring stability in the Asia-Pacific region. 

China and Russia have conducted several joint military 
exercises since 2005 within the framework of the Shanghai 
Cooperation Organization. 
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The group also includes the Central Asian countries of 
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan and Uzbekistan and aims 

to promote regional cooperation and check U.S. influence. 
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18. Taiwan May Build Own Submarines: Official 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 29 MAR 12) 

TAIPEI — Taiwan may build its own submarines, a top 
military officer said March 29, in a sign that patience is 
wearing thin after a U.S. offer to sell the island eight 
submarines has been stalled for a decade. 

Chao Shih-chang, a deputy defense minister, told 
parliament the ministry has continued pushing for the sale 
since the United States promised eight conventional 
submarines in 2001. 

But while waiting for the U.S. to follow through on the 
deal, the ministry has also been evaluating calls for the 
construction of the submarines by the island’s leading 
shipyard CSBC Corporation, Taiwan. 

“If it can reach the necessary technological level and 
obtain support from abroad, the defense ministry would 
certainly be pleased to see CSBC Corporation, Taiwan build 
the subs,” Chao said. 

In April 2001, then U.S. president George W. Bush 
approved the sale of eight conventional submarines as part of 

Washington’s most comprehensive arms package to the island 
since 1992. 

Since then, however, there has been little progress as the 
United States has not built conventional submarines for more 
than 40 years and Germany and Spain had reportedly declined 
to offer their designs for fear of offending China. 

The Taiwanese navy currently operates a fleet of four 
submarines, but only two of them, Dutch-built, could be 
deployed in the event of war. The other two were built by the 
United States in the 1940s. 

Tensions between Taiwan and China have eased 
markedly since President Ma Ying-jeou came to power on a 
platform of beefing up trade links and allowing more Chinese 
tourists to visit. Ma was re-elected in January. 

But Taiwan, which has governed itself since 1949, still 
sees a need to modernize its armed forces because China 
regards the island as part of its territory awaiting reunification, 
by force if necessary. 
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19. Manila Offers U.S. Wider Military Access, Seeks Weapons 
(REUTERS 29 MAR 12) ... Manuel Mogato and Rosemarie Francisco 

The Philippines is offering the United States greater 
access to its airfields and may open new areas for soldiers to 
use, as the Pacific country seeks stronger military ties with its 
closest ally, moves likely to further raise tensions with China. 

In exchange for opening its bases, the Philippines will ask 
Washington for more military equipment and training, 
including a another Hamilton-class warship and possibly a 
squadron of old F-16 jet fighters, Foreign Affairs Secretary 
Albert del Rosario told Reuters on Thursday. 

"As part of building up our minimum credible defense 
posture, we would like the Americans to come more often," 
del Rosario said in an interview at his office near Manila Bay. 

Manila favors more frequent joint military drills, he said. 
One such exercise, which will be staged on western island 
Palawan for the first time, is scheduled for April 16. 

"Let's have these joint training exercises more frequently 
and on a bigger scale. As many times as we can, in different 
places if we can, that's the objective of the exercise," del 
Rosario said, the first official confirmation of talks between 
the countries on increasing the U.S. military presence in the 
Philippines. 

Disputes in the South China Sea are Southeast Asia's 
biggest security concern after a series of naval clashes over the 
vast region believed to be rich in energy reserves. 

Chinese navy ships threatened to ram a Philippine 
research vessel last March, prompting Manila to scramble 
planes and ships to the area. After that, Philippine President 
Benigno Aquino started building closer ties with Washington, 
which has signaled a military "pivot" back to Asia. 

Del Rosario said the possible purchase of F-16s and the 
request for a third cutter for the coast guard would be among 
issues up for discussion at a meeting between the two sides on 
April 30 in Washington. 

The U.S. is also looking into gaining access, under a 
"joint use" arrangement, to around half a dozen civilian 
airfields in the Philippines, where U.S. transports, fighters and 
spy planes can land for repairs, refueling and temporary 
deployment. 

The talks, between among foreign and defense leaders, 
will precede a meeting between U.S. President Barack Obama 
and Philippine President Benigno Aquino later this year. 

Intelligence Partners 
In the last 10 years, the Philippines has received about 22 

billion pesos ($512.22 million) in U.S. military aid, Del 
Rosario said. 

Washington is Manila's closest and only strategic security 
partner, since the two countries signed a mutual defense treaty 
six years after the Philippines won its independence from the 
United States. 

Del Rosario said he welcomed closer intelligence 
cooperation in the South China Sea, after the U.S. last year 
proposed deploying P-3C Orion reconnaissance planes to 
patrol disputed areas of the South China Sea. 

"I think any method of cooperation that will provide us 
additional intelligence in terms of maritime domain awareness 
is good for us. The more information, the better," he said. 

Australia said on Wednesday it could allow U.S. spy 
flights to operate from a remote Indian Ocean island. 

Manila hopes China will not feel threatened by its 
increased defense cooperation with Washington. 

"We expressed our satisfaction when China was in the 
process of building up its military, increasing its military 
budget," Del Rosario said. 

"We expect that China, in the same way, would be happy 
to be able to see the Philippines trying to, in some measure, 
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build up its own capabilities to be able to protect its own 
sovereignty." 

The United States deploys about 600 commandos in the 
southern Philippines. Del Rosario said it was possible there 

would be an increase in the number of U.S. troops, aircraft and 
ships visiting the Philippines, but the two sides were not 
discussing setting up permanent U.S. bases in the country. 
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20. Seychelles: 17 Jailed Pirates Move To Somaliland 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 29 MAR 12) ... Tom Odula 

NAIROBI, Kenya — The Seychelles government has 
transferred 17 convicted Somali pirates to prisons in 
Somaliland because of overcrowding in its prisons, official 
said Thursday. 

Seychelles Minister of Home Affairs and Transport Joel 
Morgan said this is the first time pirates have been moved to 
Somaliland to complete their prison time. 

Morgan said the transfer of the 17 prisoners will lead to 
more pirate transfers in the future to the autonomous regions 
in Somalia of Somaliland and Puntland. 

Somaliland is a breakaway northern enclave of war-torn 
Somalia which has a stable, elected government though it is 
not recognized internationally as an independent state. 

According to government statistics Somali pirates make 
up 20 percent of Seychelles' 500-person prison population in 
the main Montagne Posee Prison. 

More than two decades of lawlessness in Somalia has 
created an environment that has allowed piracy to thrive off 
the Somali coast. Seychelles is one of the few African 
countries prosecuting pirates arrested by international navies 
patrolling off Somalia's coastline as part of an effort to crack 
down on the maritime bandits. 

"We have been working hard for the past two years to 
ensure that, while we will do our part in bringing these pirates 
to justice, we will no longer have to bear the burden of 
incarceration indefinitely," said Jean-Paul Adam, the minister 
for foreign affairs. 
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21. NATO: Member Nations Should Share Military Systems 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 29 MAR 12) ... Don Melvin 

SIAULIAI AIR BASE, Lithuania — Two F-4 Phantom 
jet fighters under NATO control streaked off the runway at a 
former Soviet air base in Lithuania this week in response to a 
report that an aircraft had lost communications as it neared 
Finnish airspace. 

It was all an exercise — a simulation — but one with a 
point beyond mere rehearsal: NATO officials hope that, at a 
summit in Chicago this May, member nations will put aside 
concerns over sovereignty and agree in principle to create joint 
defense capabilities. 

The idea is that, in a time of dwindling defense budgets, it 
makes sense to have coordinated programs in which specific 
countries agree to buy certain weapons systems — and forgo 
others — to create a coherent whole. 

The economic arguments are strong. Twenty of NATO‘s 
28 member countries cut their defense budgets between 2008 
and 2011. And greater military integration in Europe would be 
of a piece with the greater economic integration that is 
emerging as a response to the Continent’s financial crisis. 

But defense is a closely guarded national prerogative, and 
the outcome is far from certain. A NATO official said earlier 
this week that no specifics would emerge from the summit in 
Chicago. 

Instead, he said, NATO officials hope for a “public 
declaration of how far we’re prepared to go as an alliance.” He 
spoke on condition of anonymity because of NATO rules. 

The exercise in Lithuania involved German F-4 Phantom 
fighter planes at a Lithuanian air base cooperating with F-18 
Hornet fighters from Finland — a country that cooperates with 
NATO but is not a member. 

Since 2004, different NATO countries have been policing 
the airspace over the Baltic countries, all three of which — 
Lithuania, Latvia and Estonia — are small former Soviet 
republics that are now members of the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization. 

In microcosm, the security arrangements for the Baltics 
are similar to what NATO officials wish for the entire alliance. 
The three Baltic countries cannot do their own air policing. 
Lithuania, for example, used to have six L-39 training jets. But 
four have been grounded, one has crashed, and now the 
country’s air force is down to just one jet. 

The defense budget is shrinking, and fighter planes cost 
many millions of dollars each. 

“Buying aircraft today is something out of my fantasy,” 
Col. Antanas Jucius, chief of staff of the Lithuanian air force, 
told the Associated Press. 

So other NATO countries, on four-month rotations, do the 
Baltics’ air policing. And the Baltic countries do what they 
can. All three have sent troops to Afghanistan. 

In the exercise Wednesday, a Lithuanian transport plane 
simulated losing communications. It was intercepted by the 
Finnish fighters, who assessed the problem, then turned 
control of the plane over to the two German Phantoms from 
NATO, who escorted it to Siauliai Air Base, where it was 
cleared to land by a Lithuanian air traffic controller. 

The stress of shrinking budgets does not necessarily mean 
that national governments will agree to a coordinated way of 
deciding which country does what. During the Cold War, 
NATO tried to implement similar joint programs involving 
naval vessels, armored vehicles, munitions, and 
communications and other equipment, but the organization 
achieved only limited success. 

“We’ve been talking about this forever,” said Jan Techau, 
director of Carnegie Europe, which studies such issues. He 
believes such sharing of capabilities is essential, but he is 
doubtful it will happen. 

“Now, in the financial crisis, everybody’s broke,” Mr. 
Techau said. “It’s ever more urgent, but it collides with the 
sovereignty, which is strongest in the defense sector, as we 
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know. Nothing ever happens out of sheer necessity in 
politics.” 

Still, budgets are shrinking almost by the day. Earlier this 
year, Austria’s defense minister has confirmed plans to sell 
two-thirds of the army’s tanks. Last month, Italy’s foreign 
minister announced that he had cut an order for F-35 fighter 
jets from 131 to 90 and that the number of warships and 
submarines would also be cut. Poland’s prime minister said a 
plan to build a new Gawron-class warship had been canceled. 

A spokesman said last week the Czech Defense Ministry 
has 20 percent less funding this year than in 2009 and will 
dramatically cut its planned purchase of Belgian-made Minimi 
machine guns. 

And just this week, Spanish Defense Minister Pedro 
Morenes said he expects his slice of the pie to be cut by 12 
percent to 14 percent when the country’s new budget is 
unveiled Friday. 

NATO‘s top military commander, U.S. Navy Adm. James 
Stavridis, said this week there are obvious areas where sharing 
resources makes sense, including joint use of helicopters and 
strategic airlift assets; intelligence, surveillance and 
reconnaissance; air-to-air refueling capability; and special 
operations. 

There is no doubt that such cooperation would involve 
significant changes in the way decisions are made. Germany, 
for example, requires parliamentary approval before military 
assets can be used. But if other countries forgo certain military 
systems because they are relying instead on Germany, they 
would want assurance that those systems would be deployed 
quickly — and with certainty — in the event of an emergency 
in their home countries. 

And NATO planners continue to hope for a strong 
declaration of political intent from the summit in Chicago. 

“The ground has changed,” the NATO official said. 
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PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
22. Top Enlisted Leaders Focus On Troop, Family Wellness 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 29 MAR 12) ... Elaine Sanchez 

WASHINGTON – The military needs to “eviscerate” 
societal problems plaguing the force with an unmatched and 
unyielding effort, the Marine Corps’ top enlisted leader said 
today. 

Problems such as drugs, alcohol, domestic violence, 
criminal mischief and suicide are the “insurgents inside our 
wire,” Sgt. Maj. of the Marine Corps Micheal P. Barrett said. 
“We need to attack those damn things the same way you’d 
attack it if it was happening to one of your own children. 
That’s the level of commitment we have.” 

Barrett was among the military’s top enlisted leaders who 
spoke on a panel this morning at the Defense Centers of 
Excellence for Psychological Health and Traumatic Brain 
Injury’s Warrior Resilience Conference here. The conference, 
in its fourth year, is intended to provide service members, 
units, families and communities with resilience-building 
techniques and tools. 

The leaders touched on their services’ resilience-building 
programs and resources before taking questions from the 
audience, which included nearly 750 military leaders and 
behavioral health experts. Fiercely loyal to their individual 
services, the military’s top enlisted leaders had a few jibes for 
each other, but all agreed on one topic: caring for troops and 
their families. 

Marine Corps Sgt. Maj. Bryan B. Battaglia, the senior 
enlisted advisor to Army Gen. Martin E. Dempsey, chairman 
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, noted the importance of a troops’ 
Total Force Fitness. This initiative, led by the chairman, takes 
a holistic approach – encompassing mind and body -- to 
resilience building. 

‘Total’ can be interpreted in two ways, he noted. It 
encompasses all service members, but also applies to the 
entire force -- troops, family members, ROTC students and 
military retirees. 

“I believe if an individual, family or unit immerses itself 
in a behavior and lifestyle that thrives on resilience using 
Total Force Fitness, using our services’ programs, it will lead 
to things like increased stability within a home, elevated 

command climates, less divorce, reductions in suicide, better 
success in pain management, quicker recovery in 
rehabilitation, and that’s just to mention a few,” Battaglia said. 

“Building and maintaining resilience to overcome 
adversity certainly takes discipline and determination,” he 
added. “Our message that needs to be conveyed continuously 
to our troops and to our families, as well as in our own offices 
and our households, is simple: stay fit, stay strong, stay 
resilient.” 

Total Force Fitness is intended to serve as an overarching 
model that services can use as a springboard as they develop 
their own programs, Battaglia explained. TFF isn’t a medical 
manual, he noted, although medicine is certainly part of it. 
“It’s leadership,” he said. “It’s about knowing and caring for 
your people, possibly peer to peer. If that becomes the pill that 
cures the ill, then that’s the course of action we need to take.” 

Barrett said the Marine Corps has adapted Total Force 
Fitness into Marine Total Fitness, which encompasses the 
physical, psychological, social and spiritual domains. The 
strategy is aimed at strengthening resilience. “It is every single 
commanding officer’s focus and goal to have an optimally 
combat-ready force,” he said, meaning troops are combat 
physically fit, cognitively fit, morally fit and their family is fit. 

Barrett recalled a Marine who recently returned home 
from his third deployment, noting that deployment pace is not 
unusual in the past decade of war. What set the man apart is he 
lost an arm in combat, he said, yet served as an infantry squad 
leader, leading and running patrols. Another Marine has one 
leg, and still serves as a Marine scout sniper. “That’s Marine 
Total Fitness right there,” he said. 

Sgt. Maj. of the Army Raymond F. Chandler III stressed 
the importance of seeking help early. “I’ve had my own 
challenges with my own personal resilience,” he said, “my 
ability to understand I’m not super human, but rather just a 
human, and at times, even I need help.” 

Chandler recalled when he was in Iraq in 2004. He had 
just returned after an eight-hour patrol when a rocket shot into 
his room. It shook him up, but he pushed the incident aside for 
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a few years. It wasn’t until he saw his life going in a 
downward spiral that he sought help. He spent two years in 
weekly behavioral health care with a social worker, he said. 

When then-Army Chief of Staff Gen. George W. Casey 
Jr., now retired, interviewed Chandler for his current position, 
he asked Chandler he had something detrimental in his past. 
Chandler felt compelled to talk about his behavioral health 
counseling. 

However, Casey didn’t see that as a detriment, but 
encouraged Chandler to speak about his experiences to inspire 
others to seek help. The sergeant major said he brings it up in 
most of his speaking engagements. 

“If I can be chosen, that shows the Army commitment,” 
he said. “I’m a better man, better husband and a better father, 
and at the end of the day a better soldier. It made a difference 
in my life.” 

Chandler was complimentary of the many programs and 
resources that are in place to help, including the Army’s 
master resilience trainer program. Still, the military needs to 
do better, he said. 

“We’ve got challenges,” he acknowledged, citing the 
Integrated Disability Evaluation System as an example. The 
military still isn’t at the targeted number of days when a 
soldier can transition to the next phase of their life or back into 
service, he said, although he noted some progress on this front. 

Challenges aside, Chandler said he believes the Army has 
a comprehensive program that supports soldiers and their 
families. 

The sergeant major lauded service members and their 
families for their strength and service, as he recalled meeting a 
young soldier returning from his fifth deployment in 10 years. 
“We owe it to him to make sure that we have given him and 
his family the skills to be more resilient. We’re committed to 
that.” 

Master Chief Petty Officer of the Navy Rick D. West said 
the Navy is working to build resilience in its troops through 

initiatives such as the 21st Century Sailor and Marine. This 
initiative focuses policies and procedures aimed at troops’ 
wellness. “The vision,” he explained, “is to take a set of 
objectives and policies across all the spectrum of wellness and 
maximize their combat readiness to be the best the world has 
known.” 

The military “can never be satisfied,” West said, when it 
comes to troops’ wellness. 

Chief Master Sgt. of the Air Force James A. Roy said he 
often looks to other services to borrow ideas, such as the 
Army’s Comprehensive Soldier Fitness, and adapt them for 
his service. This month marks the one-year anniversary of 
Comprehensive Airman Fitness, he noted. 

It’s important to customize service programs, Roy said, 
citing an example from his service. Some airmen are stationed 
stateside, yet enter rooms each day where they support 
warfighters and are transported to the battlefield. They work 
closely with joint coalition partners on combat missions “to a 
point they have to take someone out,” he explained. 

When they walk out that door, it’s not to a combat zone, 
but perhaps to a football or baseball game with their child, 
burdened by the knowledge of what they’ve seen that day. 
“We have some unique challenges,” Roy said. 

Communication is another challenge, he said. This 
generation of “digital natives” is technologically savvy, yet is 
losing the ability to communicate eye to eye and pick up on 
social cues. They’re losing “the art of walking up to people, 
looking them in their eyes and knowing what’s going on with 
them,” he said. 

“That’s who we serve with, that’s us,” Roy said. “We 
have to understand how we communicate with people.” 

Leaders need to encourage people to take advantage of 
the existing programs and resources, not build more, he said. 
Rather, they need to ensure these programs are effective and 
the best they have to offer. “We’ve got enough programs,” 
Roy said. Now, “We need action.” 
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23. House Backs Job Cuts And Pay Freeze 
(WASHINGTON POST 30 MAR 12) ... Eric Yoder 

In passing a budget outline Thursday, the House endorsed 
several provisions targeting federal employee pay, retirement 
benefits and job levels. 

It rejected a plan to leave them alone but also voted down 
another that would have cut benefits more deeply. 

The budget resolution proposed by Rep. Paul Ryan (R-
Wis.) calls for continuing the freeze on federal salary rates 
through 2015; cutting federal employment by 10 percent by 
hiring one replacement for every three employees who leave; 
and requiring employees to pay as much into the retirement 
fund as the government pays. That provision would require an 
increase on the employee side of as much as 6 percent of 
salary. 

The budget plan also raises the prospect of other cuts, 
including ending a retirement supplement for most employees 
under the Federal Employees Retirement System who retire 
before age 62. 

Although the Senate is not expected to approve the House 
plan for the fiscal year that starts in October or pass an 

alternative, the series of votes put the House’s Republican 
majority on record as favoring those provisions, which could 
resurface in other bills. 

During the votes, the House rejected a Democratic-
sponsored plan containing no such changes, as well as one 
offered by a conservative group proposing base retiree 
inflation adjustments on a less generous measure, a cap on the 
government’s share of employee health insurance premiums 
and retirement contribution equalization. 

Meanwhile, to extend certain transportation programs for 
three months, Congress has set aside several employee-related 
provisions that the Senate had attached to its version of a more 
comprehensive bill. 

One would allow federal workers to phase into retirement 
by drawing a partial annuity while working part time and 
receiving a prorated salary. The other would boost, retroactive 
to January, from $125 to $240 the monthly tax-free maximum 
that employers, including the federal government, can pay to 
reimburse employees for commuting via public transit. 
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24. TRICARE Contract Battle Heats Up 
TriWest Protests Lost TRICARE Contract in West Region 
(MILITARY UPDATE 29 MAR 12) ... Tom Philpott 

TRICARE beneficiaries across 21 western states won't 
know for another three months whether TriWest Healthcare 
Alliance will continue to administer their healthcare benefit 
beyond March of next year. 

After 16 years, TriWest lost its latest bid to continue to 
run the TRICARE West Region under a third generation 
support contract, this one worth an estimated $20.5 billion 
over almost six years. 

Defense Department officials awarded the contract 
instead to a company new to TRICARE users, a subsidiary of 
UnitedHealth Group, Inc., of Minnetonka, Minn., the nation's 
largest health insurance entity. 

TriWest, however, is protesting that award to the 
Government Accountability Office. GAO has 100 days, until 
early July, to decide whether the contract was awarded 
properly or if it should be reversed or re-bid. 

David J. McIntyre, Jr., TriWest's president and chief 
executive officer, said Tuesday the challenge is based on two 
issues. One is that contract officials "disregarded several 
hundred million dollars" in discounts that TriWest had 
guaranteed. Even ignoring those discounts, said McIntyre, the 
government has conceded TriWest's bid was lower than its 
rival's. 

TriWest also argues that UnitedHealth was judged to offer 
"best value" based only on a review of its performance on its 
five largest accounts, and not on a broader review of problems 
raised by providers or beneficiaries that resulted over the years 
in legal judgments and hefty fines. 

"Do a Google search like my nine-year-old [son] did of 
this other entity. I mean you have to wonder: with that lengthy 
list of items, of not delivering on their commitments, of being 
fined [and] I mean massive fines, not just one but a whole lot 
of them -- whether that really merits being rated at the top 
category of past performance," McIntyre said. 

Before awarding the contract, officials "never bothered to 
go to the public market space to figure out what might be out 
there. They didn't contact other entities [UnitedHealth] 
performs work for. They didn't contact the insurance 
commissioners in the states that they operate in," he said. 

McIntyre compared it to "buying a house without an 
inspection. This process should be about thoroughly reviewing 
not only bid information – i.e., the résumé – but the 
backgrounds of the parties bidding. I would hope that we 
would not buy body armor in such a fashion. And, in our 
opinion, we certainly shouldn't be buying healthcare, which is 
the military family's body armor, in such a fashion." 

In July 2009 UnitedHealth won the South Region contract 
and TriWest the West contract. But Humana, the incumbent 
contractor for the South, filed a protest and in February 2011 
GAO reversed UnitedHealth's award. After UnitedHealth lost 
its final protest of the South contract last July, its challenge of 
the West contract award to TriWest became "live." 

TRICARE decided to reopen bidding on UnitedHealth's 
argument that too much weight had been given TriWest's 
promise to negotiate discounts below Medicare levels and not 
enough on quality of care. By last September, TriWest 
appeared more vulnerable when it agreed to pay $10 million to 
settle whistle-blower claims the company had failed to pass 

along to the military certain discounts it had negotiated with 
providers. 

The West region serves almost 2.9 million beneficiaries 
across Alaska, Arizona, California, Colorado, Hawaii, Idaho, 
Iowa, Kansas, Minnesota, Missouri, Montana, Nebraska, 
Nevada, New Mexico, North Dakota, Oregon, South Dakota, 
Utah, Washington, Wyoming and western Texas. 

McIntyre said he understands UnitedHealth intends to 
serve this population with a network of providers about 80 
percent the size of TriWest's network of almost 180,000. 
TriWest, meanwhile, would go out of business. 

Matt Stearns, spokesman for UnitedHealth Military & 
Veterans Services, the business unit that would service the 
West Region, declined to comment on specifics of McIntyre's 
"unfortunate" reaction. 

"It's typical for an incumbent who has lost an award to 
claim the process is unfair. But the unfounded public 
assertions will only cause beneficiary and provider confusion," 
Stearns said. 

Stearns said, "UnitedHealth has the nation's largest 
provider network, providing access to hundreds of thousands 
of physicians and health care providers nationwide. Now, I 
understand that is not completely analogous to the TRICARE 
program. But it shows that we have the resources and the 
breadth and depth to provide the families of TRICARE West 
with access to quality health care." 

He pointed to a recent Fortune Magazine survey of 
business executives, directors and analysts that listed 
UnitedHealth as the most admired and innovated company in 
the health insurance business. He added that the New York 
state insurance regulator recently said the company is a 
"leader in trying to protect consumers" and is committed to 
transparency. 

Joyce Raezer, executive director of National Military 
Family Association, said she is nervous to read forecasts by 
TRICARE officials of a "seamless" transition to the new 
contractor for the West region. 

"I've seen enough of these to be worried about every 
transition," Raezer said. Any shift in TRICARE contractors 
creates problems. 

"If a military spouse is six months pregnant next spring 
and her provider says, 'I am not going to be in UnitedHealth's 
network' that becomes a problem. Now it can be solved. But to 
that spouse, at that time, it's a problem. And if her husband is 
deployed it becomes a bigger problem." 

With every new TRICARE contract, she said, some 
families are forced to find different physicians or to change 
health care facilities. 

"You never have 100-percent provider match from one 
contractor to another. They build their own networks. So you 
are going to have some beneficiaries – probably more in some 
areas than in others – have to change providers. On an 
individual level that can be traumatic." 

Raezer echoed the comments of several advocates for 
beneficiaries in calling TriWest "a really good citizen in the 
military community." Its support of charities and of 
organizations like NMFA would be missed, Raezer said. She 
said she was speaking on behalf of NMFA. But she also 
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revealed she is a member of TriWest's Executive Advisory 
Board, a non-paid panel of retired officers, spouses and 

executives that advises TriWest on customer issues. 

Return to Index 
 

25. Office Of Naval Intelligence Celebrates Women's History Month 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 29 MAR 12) ... Office of Naval Intelligence Public Affairs 

SUITLAND, Md.  -- The Office of Naval Intelligence 
(ONI) celebrated Women's History Month with a 
distinguished guest March 29. 

Rear Adm. Michelle Howard, the first African-American 
woman to command a U.S. Navy combatant ship and the first 
woman graduate of the U.S. Naval Academy to be selected for 
admiral, challenged the women and men of ONI to continue to 
fulfill their potential. 

Howard, who serves as chief of staff to the director for 
Strategic Plans and Policy, J-5, Joint Staff, delivered an 
energetic and entertaining presentation as the featured speaker 
at the program marking Women's History Month at ONI. 
Remarking on this year's Women's History Month theme, 
"Women's Education-Women's Empowerment," Howard 
asserted that the attainment of knowledge creates permanent 
change in everyone. 

"Once you have attained knowledge you cannot go back 
to ignorance," Howard said as she traced the history of 
women's service in the Navy beginning during the Civil War. 
Today women comprise 17 percent of the Navy's Total Force. 
More than 54,000 active duty women and 10,000 women 
Reservists are serving in the Navy. 

Howard's naval career includes a succession of sea and 
shore assignments for which she was recognized as an 

outstanding leader. She took command of USS Rushmore 
(LSD 47)in 1999. She subsequently commanded Amphibious 
Squadron (PHIBRON)7, Expeditionary Strike Group (ESG) 5, 
multinational counter-piracy Combined Task Force (CTF) 
151, which directed the Navy's rescue of merchant ship 
Maersk Alabama from Somali pirates in 2009, and Task Force 
(TF) 51, Expeditionary Forces. ONI counter-piracy analysis 
played a pivotal role in the successful resolution of the Maersk 
Alabama crisis. 

"You don't have to wait until you've got the job to prepare 
for it," said Howard, referring to the lengthy and 
comprehensive briefings she received at ONI just before 
assuming command of CTF 151. Every individual has 
different talents, she said, and everyone should have the 
opportunity to put their talents to their best use." 

"Our Navy is strengthened by the diversity of those of us 
who serve in it," said Capt. Robert Rupp, ONI commander. 
"Our nation is more secure because of the service of talented 
and energetic leaders such as Adm. Howard." 

"We understand that we're all born with different 
attributes but we're all emancipated humans," Howard said. 
"Freedom is our right." 
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26. NPC Website: A One-Stop Shop For Everything Navy 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 28 MAR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Andrea Perez, Navy Personnel Command Public 
Affairs 

MILLINGTON, Tenn. -- The Navy Personnel Command 
(NPC) website, hosted at www.npc.navy.mil, contains links to 
guidance and policy, programs, pay and benefits, Navy 
messages, stories and much more, officials reminded Sailors 
March 28. 

"Our objective is to provide Sailors and their families 
with a one-stop shop for all Navy-related information and to 
get answers to their questions in a centralized location," said 
Lt. Jon Williams, functional website manager, NPC 
communications. "The NPC website provides information and 
guidance vital to Sailors from boot camp to retirement and 
beyond." 

According to Williams, the NPC website is the second 
most visited Navy website and more than 85 percent of the 
Navy's web content can only be found here. 

The website contains more than 2,500 pages, 15,000 
documents and registers nearly one million visits per month. 

The Reference Library section, which contains U.S. Navy 
forms and instructions and DoD directives and publications, 

receives the most active visits every month. In February, the 
NAVADMIN 2012 page was the most popular page accessed 
on the website and received more than 100,000 views. 

The Knowledge Base is another valuable feature on the 
NPC website and was created to supplement the NPC 
Customer Service Center (CSC). A Sailor can always call or 
email the CSC for information, but also has the ability to go to 
www.npc.navy.mil to research and answer his or her own 
questions online 24/7. 

The Knowledge Base can be accessed from anywhere in 
the world. Sailors, retirees and their families can ask any 
question they want to about the Navy. The system uses 
keywords to generate a solution to their question. 

Sailors can access the Knowledge Base by visiting the 
NPC website and clicking on the 'Ask NPC a Question' icon in 
the upper right corner of the page. 

"Our ultimate goal is to provide Sailors and their families 
with current and reliable web content, so they can make 
informed career and life decisions," said Williams. 
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27. USS Nimitz Holds Change Of Command 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 29 MAR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist Seaman Apprentice Vanessa Y. David, USS Nimitz Public 
Affairs 

EVERETT, Wash.  -- USS Nimitz (CVN 68) held a 
change of command ceremony aboard the aircraft carrier 
March 29. 

Capt. Jeffrey S. Ruth relieved Capt. Paul O. Monger. 
Monger assumed command of Nimitz Aug. 24, 2009. 

Since then, the ship completed a deployment to the 5th Fleet 
area of operations, Board of Inspection and Survey assessment 
and finished its docked planning incremental availability. 

"It has been a true privilege to serve as commanding 
officer for such a historic and storied ship," said Monger. "I 
couldn't have asked for a more professional and dedicated 
crew to serve with. They have made me proud every day of 
my tour." 

Ruth reported to Nimitz following his tour as the fleet 
readiness officer of Commander Naval Air Forces, Pacific 
Fleet, in San Diego. 

"To say this ship and crew have a sterling reputation 
would be an understatement," said Ruth. "This is a fantastic 
ship - a true testament to Capt. Monger for all the outstanding 
efforts put forth during the overhaul period." 

Ruth graduated from the U.S. Naval Academy in 1986 
with a Bachelor of Science degree in aeronautical engineering. 
He reported to flight school at Naval Air Station Pensacola 
later that year, and was designated a naval flight officer in 
January 1988. 

Ruth made two deployments to the western Pacific aboard 
the USS Ranger (CV 61) for his first fleet assignment with the 
Bountyhunters of VF-2. During his second deployment, he 
flew 43 combat missions in support of Operation Desert 
Storm. 

In 1994, he earned his master's degree in aeronautical 
engineering from the Naval Postgraduate School/Test Pilot 
School (NPS/TPS) Co-op program. 

Ruth has served as the F-14D project officer at Naval Air 
Warfare Center, Point Mugu, Calif., he joined the Patriots of 
VAQ-140 and completed deployments with both the USS 
John C. Stennis (CVN 74) and the USS Dwight D. 
Eisenhower (CVN 69). He also deployed to Aviano Air Base, 
Italy where he flew 40 combat missions in support of 
Operation Allied Force. 

From 2003 to 2005, Ruth deployed to the Persian Gulf on 
board USS Enterprise (CVN 65), assumed command of VAQ-
137, and served as the Navigator on board USS George 
Washington (CVN 73). In 2008, he reported aboard USS 
Abraham Lincoln (CVN 72) where he served as the executive 
officer until December 2009. From August 2010 until 2011, he 
commanded the U.S. 6th Fleet's flagship, USS Mount Whitney 
(LCC 20). 

Return to Index 
 

28. Command Master Chief At Oceana Relieved Of Duty 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 29 MAR 12) ... Corinne Reilly 

VIRGINIA BEACH -- The top enlisted Sailor at a 
Virginia Beach-based strike fighter squadron has been relieved 
of duty for misconduct, the Navy said this morning. 

Joseph Storms was the command master chief at Oceana 
Naval Air Station’s Strike Fighter Squadron 131. During a 
nonjudicial punishment proceeding Tuesday, Storms was 
found to have violated a lawful general order, according to a 
news release. He also failed to obey a lawful order from a 
superior commissioned officer, the release says. 

It says the punishment came in response to an 
investigation that was launched earlier this month into 
“allegations of sexual harassment in the workplace.” 

A Navy spokesman, Mike Maus with Naval Air Force 
Atlantic, said the service couldn’t provide any more 
information on the case, except that Storms was the only one 
punished. 

Strike Fighter Squadron 131, known as the Wildcats, flies 
F/A-18 Hornets. It’s part of Carrier Air Wing Seven, which is 
embarked aboard the Norfolk-based aircraft carrier Dwight D. 
Eisenhower. The carrier is currently at sea, conducting 
training off the East Coast. 

Storms was relieved by Capt. Samuel Paparo, the 
commander of Carrier Air Wing Seven. 

“Paparo determined that Storms could not continue to 
serve in the unique position of trust and confidence held by the 
CMC,” the Navy’s release states. 

Storms has been reassigned to a staff job. His position is 
temporarily being filled by Master Chief Petty Officer 
Kenneth Daniels of Carrier Air Wing 7. A permanent 
replacement is scheduled to report in August. 

A native of Jacksonville, Fla., Storms has been in the 
Navy since 1988. 
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29. House Members Vow To Protect Shipbuilding From Further Budget Cuts 
(NATIONAL DEFENSE 29 MAR 12) ... Dan Parsons 

Nearly a dozen lawmakers promised to defend 
shipbuilding against automatic defense-spending cuts 
scheduled for January, even though the majority of them voted 
in favor of the act that put the budget ax in place. 

Around 150 shipbuilding industry representatives, 
lawmakers and staff members gathered in the basement of the 
Rayburn Congressional Office Building for a March 29 
breakfast hosted by the Aircraft Carrier Industrial Base 
Coalition. 
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The event was part of a two-day "congressional action" 
activity organized by ACIBC. 

Rep. Rob Wittman, R-Va., said he will seek support for 
shipbuilding programs even as the Pentagon faces funding 
cuts. “When you’re dealing with difficult budget times, it’s 
very easy to take ships and move them to the right,” said 
Wittman, whose district includes the Huntington Ingalls' 
Newport News shipyard. 

While the topic at hand was support for primary 
contractors and suppliers that build Navy ships, members of 
the House Shipbuilding Caucus who took the podium 
eventually circled back to sequestration — an across-the-board 
slash to government spending that would remove another $500 
billion from the defense budget over the next decade. 

Wittman called for a reasonable path to avoid 
sequestration, one that would give contractors time to plan for 
budget fluctuations. Other congressmen used harsher words to 
describe the impending cuts. 

“Sequestration is a violent, violent course correction,” 
said Rep. Scott Rigell, a Republican whose eastern Virginia 
district includes Naval Station Norfolk and Langley Air Force 
Base. “It’s unacceptable, really, from a moral standpoint.” 

Rigell voted in favor of the Budget Control Act of 2011, 
which required a special congressional committee to find $1.2 
trillion in savings within the federal budget, or face sequester. 
Of 11 House members who spoke at the ACIBC event, all but 
three voted in favor of that legislation. 

Rep. Randy Forbes, R-Va., who voted against the act, 
took time to announce a nationwide initiative to educate the 
public on “the wave of cuts that is going to come and hit the 
national defense of this country.” 

“When you go out and talk to the general public, most of 
them don’t know what sequestration is,” Forbes said. 
Scheduled to be launched in May, the “Defending Our 
Defenders” tour will be the “largest defense tour our country 
has had,” he added. 

Aside from dramatic talk of the consequences of further 
budget cuts, suppliers whose businesses depend on the 
construction of nuclear aircraft carriers said they were 
“cautiously optimistic.” 

“We’re always worried a little bit,” saidSteve Shapiro, 
with the L.C. Doane Company. The Ivoryton, Conn.-based 
company makes lighting systems that are used primarily in 
Navy ships, including aircraft carriers. 

Many of the industry representatives were from smaller 
contractors that seldom have a chance to speak with members 
of Congress directly. Prime contractors such as General 
Dynamics and Huntington Ingalls are well represented in 
Washington, D.C., said Rep. Joe Courtney, D-Conn. “They 
[prime contractors] have got great teams that are able to stay 
in constant, real-time contact with members’ offices,” he said. 

Shapiro said every company represented in the room, his 
included, would “take a huge hit” if Congress decided to delay 
construction of aircraft carriers from the current delivery 
schedule of one every five years. “The Navy is by and large 
our biggest customer and I would suspect that’s true for 
everyone here,” he said. “We expect business to continue as 
usual. But whatever happens, you can’t lose the industrial 
base. If you lose the manufacturing capacity then it become 
that much more expensive to get it going again when you need 
it.” 

Rep. Roscoe Bartlett, R-Md., framed the challenge of 
supporting a robust industrial base as a matter of national 
security. “We have lost most of our commercial industrial 
base in this country,” he said, adding that if government 
contracts dwindle, many companies have no other markets on 
which to rely. “We are 25 percent of the world’s economy and 
we build almost none of the world’s commercial ships. We 
need to get that industrial base back. It will make the things 
we do in the military cheaper. It will make us more flexible.” 

Ultimately, shipbuilding may be one the few areas of the 
defense budget that is buoyed by the Obama administration’s 
strategic shift to the Pacific Ocean. The state of Hawaii is 
certainly banking on it, said Rep. Colleen Hanabusa, a 
Democrat who voted in favor of the Budget Control Act. “The 
strategic pivot is extremely important to the state of Hawaii,” 
she said. “This industry should be seeing a renaissance like it’s 
never seen before.” 
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30. Ayotte Renews Call For Compromise To Stop Defense Cuts 
(FOSTER (NH) DAILY DEMOCRAT 30 MAR 12) ... Jim Haddadin 

KITTERY, Maine — U.S. Sen. Kelly Ayotte warned 
Thursday in a conference call that defense cuts set to begin in 
January would be devastating for New Hampshire defense 
contractors and local military installations. 

Defense spending will be cut between $550 billion and 
$600 billion during the course of the next 10 years, unless 
legislators reach compromise on a bill to avoid so-called 
"sequestration" cuts. 

That would be on top of a $487 billion defense spending 
cut already programmed to take place over the next 10 years, 
under the budget passed by Congress last year. 

The cuts are the result of the failure of a Congressional 
committee to slash $1.2 trillion from the federal deficit last 
year. The failure means steep cuts hard-wired into the budget 
are on target to hit the military in nine months. If the 
sequestration cuts go in effect, nearly all military programs 
will be subject to reductions, military officials say. 

In a speech last year, Defense Secretary Leon Panetta 
compared the force reductions, which would bring the 
country's military to its lowest staffing and vehicle levels in 
decades, would be akin to "shooting ourselves in the head." 

"This mechanism would force defense cuts that would do 
catastrophic damage to our military and its ability to protect 
the country," he said. "It would double the number of cuts that 
we confront, and it would damage our interests not only here, 
but around the world. It would require a mindless approach of 
drastic cuts to both defense and domestic discretionary 
accounts." 

Ayotte has co-sponsored legislation with Sen. John 
McCain that stops the first year of cuts through attrition to the 
federal work force and a temporary continuation of a pay 
freeze for federal employees. Under the plan, for every three 
federal employees that retire, the government could fill only 
two positions. 
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The bill, which has no Democratic co-sponsors, would 
reduce the work force by 5 percent. 

"We're just asking them right now, even if you don't like 
the specifics in this bill, are you willing to sit down around the 
table and come up with other alternatives to reduce spending 
— to stop the sequestration." 

If the sequestration cuts are passed, the U.S. Navy will be 
hit with a $15 billion annual cut. That's equal to the Navy's 
entire $15 billion ship-building budget, Ayotte said. 

Although the Navy has said previously it needs 313 ships 
to meet its needs, the sequestration cuts would result in the 
naval fleet being reduced from 285 ships and submarines to 
235 10 years from now, Ayotte said, citing testimony from 
Adm. Jonathan Greenert, chief of naval operations, who 
appeared before the Senate Armed Services Committee on 
March 15. 

That reduction would come at a time when the importance 
of the country's Navy has escalated, Ayotte said, and it would 
also threaten the need for work at Portsmouth Naval Shipyard, 
which services submarines. 

Pressed for details about how the sequestration cuts would 
affect the shipyard, Ayotte said the defense department hasn't 
provided that level of specificity, but she stressed cuts will 
have ramifications across the board, given the "meat ax 
approach" the sequestration cuts take to budgeting. 

"The immediate impact is ... some really tough choices," 
Ayotte said. "Basically, the Navy is forced to, if they want to 
protect (from) other cuts, they've got to look at infrastructure 
and personnel, so when you think about it, they just have some 
incredibly tough choices." 

The sequestration cuts could also have serious impacts for 
Pease Air National Guard Base, which is one of several bases 
around the country in contention to receive the U.S. Air 
Force's top-of-the-line air refueling tanker, the KC-46A. 

Frank Kendall, acting undersecretary of defense for 
acquisition, technology and logistics, said recently 
sequestration cuts could jeopardize the KC-46A tanker 
program. Ayotte said fewer KC-46A tankers would be built if 
the sequestration cuts are enacted, and the program could also 
be completely cut. 

With an aging fleet of eight KC-135 Stratotankers now 
based at Pease, missing out on a new generation of aircraft 
could be a significant loss, Ayotte said. 

Ayotte said the Congress can't wait until December to 
take action because local employers who perform work for the 
defense industry, such as BAE Systems, need certainty to 
launch new projects. 

"It's only eight months till this happens," Ayotte said. "I 
think we should resolve it now because we don't want our 
employers taking actions that they shouldn't have to take 
now." 

Members of Congress have a strong self-interest in 
reaching a compromise to avoid the sequestration cuts, which 
would slash funding to non-defense programs as well. 
However, Ayotte said she's seen no urgency to achieve that 
goal, and she urged legislators to take action soon. 

"The more I learn about sequestration, the more 
concerned I become, and there is a real urgency for it," she 
said. "I do not believe that this can be left till the end of the 
year, with everything else that Congress has to decide." 
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31. Pentagon Moves Closer To Requirements Overhaul 
(DEFENSE NEWS 29 MAR 12) ... Marcus Weisgerber 

The Pentagon is wrapping up a major revision of how it 
develops requirements for new weapons with the ultimate goal 
of getting systems onto the battlefield faster. 

Changes to the Joint Capabilities Integration 
Development System (JCIDS) process will now take cost and 
technological maturity factors into account, according to 
Frank Kendall, the Pentagon’s acting acquisition executive. 

Kendall laid out some of the changes to the process in his 
written answers to policy questions from the U.S. Senate 
Armed Services Committee, which is reviewing his 
nomination to be undersecretary of defense for acquisition, 
technology and logistics. Kendall appeared before the 
committee on March 29. 

The revisions “make permanent several important 
initiatives that enable more rapidly delivered and affordable 
capabilities” to troops on the battlefield, he said. 

The changes also improve the “agility and efficiency in 
meeting the most urgent war fighter needs in current and 
future contingency operations,” Kendall said. 

The overhaul of the JCIDS process is being driven by 
Adm. James Winnefeld, the vice commander of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff. His predecessor, Marine Corps Gen. James 
Cartwright, launched the effort last year. 

The revisions will align the requirements process with the 
Defense Department’s new strategic guidance. 

Another forthcoming change is that the Joint 
Requirements Oversight Council (JROC), a board led by 

Winnefeld and attended by the vice chiefs of staff from each 
service, will review analyses of alternatives and capabilities 
development documents earlier in the requirements process. 

“[N]ew JCIDS limitations on length of Initial, 
Development, and Production Capability Documents reduce 
the often redundant administrative burden on program 
managers that has lengthened process timelines of systems 
acquisition, and focuses the JROC on the most important 
requirements for a program,” Kendall said. 

Confirmation Highlights 
The March 29 confirmation hearing started on a tense 

note as Sen. John McCain, R-Ariz., the ranking member of the 
Senate Armed Services Committee, said he would not approve 
any of the six nominees before him until Congress receives an 
independent assessment of a DoD plan to relocate Marines 
from Japan to Guam. 

“Until I get further clarification … I will not vote to 
approve these or any other nominations until I am satisfied 
that there is the proper compliance with laws that are passed 
by the Congress,” McCain said. 

McCain said he spoke with Defense Secretary Leon 
Panetta about his concerns, and expressed hope that 
lawmakers would receive answers to their questions during the 
upcoming two-week congressional recess. 

“One of the reasons why [the committee] asked for this 
study is that the costs have gone from previous estimates of 
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some $6 billion to now $16 billion, with frankly, no really 
hard numbers in sight,” McCain said. 

The 2012 Defense Authorization Act, signed into law in 
December, required the assessment. DoD only recently 
awarded a contract for the study, McCain noted. 

“We asked for that study so that it would be part of the 
deliberations in developing plans for the base realignment,” he 
said. 

James Miller, who has been nominated for the 
undersecretary of defense for policy position, said, “There’s 
no excuse for taking this long to get something on contract.” 

He also appeared at the same hearing. 
“We will have a proposal to show you … how we can still 

make good use of the work that you’ve put forward and that 
you’ve proposed from this outside group, and they’ve already 
begun working,” he said. 

During the two-and-a-half-hour hearing, senators 
primarily focused their questions on the billions of dollars in 
cost overruns that DoD acquisition programs have 
experienced, particularly over the last decade. 

During one exchange, McCain asked Kendall if he was 
confident the U.S. Army’s Joint Light Tactical Vehicle and 
Ground Combat Vehicle programs would not experience 
overruns. 

“I’m not confident that any defense program will not 
experience an overrun,” Kendall said bluntly. “That would be 
quite a statement after the last 50 years of history.” 

A Government Accountability Office report released on 
March 29 stated that 96 major defense acquisitions are 
expected to cost $1.58 trillion. Those programs collectively 
have experienced $74.4 billion in cost growth in 2011 alone. 

Earlier this month, GAO reported that the cost of the 
Lockheed Martin F-35 Joint Strike Fighter effort — the 
Pentagon’s most expensive program — had risen by about $15 
billion since 2010. 

DoD is expected to send an update for all of its program 
costs to Congress as soon as March 29. 

Kendall said in his answers to advance questions that he 
believes the Pentagon’s restructuring of the F-35 program in 
its 2013 budget proposal is appropriate to address 
development issues. 
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32. House Budget Chair Questions Pentagon Budget Cuts 
(REUTERS 29 MAR 12) ... David Alexander and Andrea Shalal-Esa 

WASHINGTON - The Pentagon budget for next year is 
dishonest and generals who have endorsed it on Capitol Hill 
are not giving Congress their "true advice," a senior 
Republican lawmaker on budget matters said on Thursday 
amid rising rhetoric over looming defense cuts. 

Representative Paul Ryan, head of the budget committee 
of the House of Representatives, said the defense budget 
President Barack Obama sent to Congress last month was 
driven by spending constraints and not by the new U.S. 
military strategy unveiled in January. 

"We don't think the generals are giving us their true 
advice. We don't think the generals believe that their budget is 
really the right budget," Ryan told a forum sponsored by the 
National Journal magazine hours before his own budget plan 
passed the House. 

He said the Pentagon's new U.S. defense strategy calls for 
a shift to the Pacific, a move that means you need a Navy and 
Air Force that can extend its reach into those areas. 

"This budget doesn't do that. So I think the strategy 
doesn't match the budget because I think what is going on here 
is this is a budget-driven strategy not a strategy-driven 
budget," Ryan said, adding that the spending plan was "not 
really a true, honest and accurate budget." 

Top defense officials who testify before Congress are 
sworn to give their best military advice and the uniformed and 
civilian leaders of all four services have testified repeatedly on 
the budget in recent weeks. 

Pentagon Press Secretary George Little, reacting to Ryan's 
comments, said Defense Secretary Leon Panetta "expects 
honest, straightforward input from our military leadership and 
he believes that's precisely what they do on a regular basis, 
time and time again." 

A spokesman for Ryan seemed to backtrack later, saying 
the congressman "believes the integrity of our generals and 
admirals is unimpeachable." 

The top Democrat on the House Armed Services 
Committee told an audience at the Rand corporation think tank 
he thought the debate over whether the strategy was driven by 
the budget was "endless and to my mind ridiculous." 

"The clear implication is that any strategy that is driven 
by a budget is somehow ... heretical. How dare you put our 
national security on a budget? That strikes me as insane 
because every decision that we all make is driven in part by 
the budget," said Representative Adam Smith. 

How Deep To Cut? 
Top uniformed officers who have testified to Congress 

have endorsed Pentagon plans to cut back on projected 
military spending by $487 billion over the next decade as the 
United States winds down the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan. 

But they have warned against a further $500 billion in 
cuts that could go into effect next year unless Congress takes 
action to stop them. The cuts are part of efforts by Obama and 
Congress to end an era of trillion-dollar budget deficits. 

The Pentagon said on Thursday it expected hundreds of 
thousands of layoffs across the defense industry if lawmakers 
did not take action to avert the looming $500 billion in defense 
budget cuts. 

Frank Kendall, the Defense Department's acting 
undersecretary for acquisition, technology and logistics, said 
the cuts would force the Pentagon to break many hard-won 
contracts with industry, including a multibillion dollar deal 
with Boeing Co for development of a new refueling plane. 

The Navy's contracts with Lockheed Martin Corp and 
Australia's Austal Ltd for littoral combat ships would also be 
vulnerable if the mandatory cuts, known as sequestration, took 
effect as planned, Kendall told the Senate Armed Services 
Committee at his confirmation hearing. 

"A lot of the work that we've done over the last couple of 
years to try to make more efficient acquisition decisions and 
get better contract structures would be broken," he said. 
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Kendall said the cuts would ripple through all tiers of the 
defense industry, hitting small and medium-sized businesses 
particularly hard. 

He said some of the biggest companies in the sector had 
already approached him with concerns about having to 
provide advance notice of potential layoffs given the 
uncertainty caused by the current budget situation. 

Smith, who appealed for Congress to stop fighting every 
proposed cut and deal realistically with the U.S. deficit, said 
uncertainty over additional defense cuts next year and the 
expiration of the Bush tax cuts was suppressing job growth. 

"The uncertainty of all this is almost as bad as the reality," 
he said. "Businesses out there are not hiring people. They're 
laying people off because they don't know" whether Congress 
will act in time. 
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33. Road Show Aims To Make Campaign Issue Of Defense Spending 
(AEROSPACE DAILY & DEFENSE REPORT 30 MAR 12) ... Jen Di Mascio 

The defense industry has been on edge since last summer 
about a potential $1 trillion reduction in military spending 
over the next decade, but it’s not an issue that registers with 
the voting public. 

To make the military's angst known, Rep. Randy Forbes 
(R-Va.) is planning a "Defend Our Defenders" road show. The 
multistop tour aims to bring in retired military brass, members 
of Congress and industry to build the public's interest in 
defense spending so it can be an issue on the campaign stump 
before November. 

Forbes will kick off the event May 10 in Washington, 
followed by another on May 14 in his back yard, Hampton 
Roads, Va. Forbes plans to hit 10 to 15 stops between May 
and July, he says. 

From there, Forbes and other lawmakers will be traveling 
to military bases across the country to both inform the public 
and hear about the effects of a penalty scheduled to occur if 
Congress fails to agree on $1.2 trillion in deficit reduction. 

The traveling crew of lawmakers will also be talking 
about the Pentagon’s proposed new round of base 
realignments and closures. 

“We hope to pack 500 [to] 1,000 people into these places, 
so that the public starts to realize this is a bigdeal issue and 
they better pay attention to it,” Forbes said during a March 29 
event organized by the Aircraft Carrier Industrial Base 
Coalition, the Congressional Shipbuilding Caucus and the 
Navy League. “If we can do this, we can change the debate. 
We’ve got to have the debate, though.” 
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34. Pentagon Sees Mass Layoffs If Budget Cuts Prevail 
(REUTERS 29 MAR 12) ... Andrea Shalal-Esa 

The Pentagon said on Thursday it would expect hundreds 
of thousands of layoffs across the defense industry if 
lawmakers did not take action to avert an additional $500 
billion in defense budget cuts that could take effect in January 
2013. 

Frank Kendall, the Defense Department's acting 
undersecretary for acquisition, technology and logistics, said 
the cuts would force the Pentagon to break many hard-won 
contracts with industry, including a multibillion dollar deal 
with Boeing Co for development of a new refueling plane. 

The Navy's contracts with Lockheed Martin Corp and 
Australia's Austal Ltd for littoral combat ships would also be 
vulnerable if the mandatory cuts, known as sequestration, took 
effect as planned, Kendall told the Senate Armed Services 
Committee at a confirmation hearing to stay in the job. 

Kendall said the defense industry would face fairly deep 
cuts applied indiscriminately, rather than on a targeted basis, 
given the way the Budget Control Act was worded. 

The Pentagon last month unveiled a budget proposal for 
fiscal 2013 that would begin to implement $487 billion in 
spending cuts that the White House and Congress agreed to 
make, spanning the next decade. If lawmakers did not come 
up with $1.2 trillion in other deficit-reducing measures, the 
Pentagon would have to cut its proposed funding by another 
$500 billion. 

Kendall said there was a good chance that President 
Barack Obama would use a legal clause to exempt the 
personnel accounts from the cuts -- which would increase the 
burden that would fall on spending for new weapons, research 
and development programs and upgrades for older weapons. 

"A lot of the work that we're done over the last couple of 
years to try to make more efficient acquisition decisions and 
get better contract structures would be broken," he said. 

Kendall said the cuts would ripple through all tiers of the 
defense industry, hitting small and medium-sized businesses 
particularly hard. 

He said some of the biggest companies in the sector had 
already approached him with concerns about having to 
provide advance notice of potential layoffs given the 
uncertainty caused by the current budget situation. 

Committee Chairman Carl Levin asked Kendall to 
provide a report by May 10 on the impact of the current 
budget cuts on small and medium-sized businesses. 

The Pentagon has been studying the defense industrial 
base on a sector by sector, tier by tier basis to better 
understand the impact of budget decisions on those 
companies. 

In written responses to questions from the committee, 
Kendall vowed to focus heavily on reining in cost overruns on 
many major weapons programs, and said he would do 
everything in his power to eliminate them. 

The committee said nearly half of all major weapons 
programs had exceeded cost growth standards established by 
the Nunn-McCurdy law. Kendall conceded that nearly all 
programs had some cost growth. 

He said the department had been setting affordability 
targets for major programs for the past year as another tool to 
ensure that programs remained focused on costs. 
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35. Sequestration Would 'Break' LCS, KC-46 Contracts 
Kendall Pledges 'Doing Everything We Can To Control Costs' 
(AOL DEFENSE 29 MAR 12) ... Colin Clark 

CAPITOL HILL - The budget cuts known as 
sequestration would "break" the KC-46 and Littoral Combat 
Ship contracts, forcing the Pentagon to renegotiate those deals, 
the presumptive head of DoD acquisition told the Senate 
Armed Services Committee today. 

The statement, by Frank Kendall, currently acting 
undersecretary of defense for acquisition, technology and 
logistics, was the first concrete information about how the 
cuts, forced by the Budget Control Act, would affect Pentagon 
acquisition. 

Kendall also told the Senate Armed Services Committee 
during his nomination hearing that weapons programs that go 
over budget are more likely to get killed because of the 
Pentagon's tighter budget. He also pledged to do as much as 
possible to keep costs under control on all weapons systems. 
In a pointed signal to industry, he told the committee that "one 
of my first acts" on becoming acting head of acquisition was 
to cancel the Ground Mobile Radio version of JTRS when it 
went significantly over budget. 

Just how badly do Pentagon systems fare when it comes 
to costs? The SASC questions for Kendall, which are drafted 
by staff and are answered before the nomination hearing, says 

that "nearly half" of all Pentagon weapons systems incur 
Nunn-NcCurdy breaches. That means they go over budget at 
least 15 percent and the Pentagon must tell Congress when 
that happens. 

In a remark sure to dog him during his tenure as head of 
Pentagon acquisition, Kendall told the Senate's defense policy 
committee that the last 50 years of military acquisition left 
him to conclude: "I am not confident any defense program will 
not have cost overruns." Aside from the double negative, 
which softens it somewhat, Kendall basically admitted that the 
Pentagon has done such a poor job of managing weapons 
systems that no reasonable person could pledge any one 
weapon system won't suffer cost overruns. 

On the F-35, he confirmed to the committee for the first 
time that the Joint Strike Fighter has incurred cost overruns of 
roughly $150 billion so far, a number sure to infuriate critics 
such as Sen. John McCain. Kendall also said he had "set a 
cap" on sustainment costs -- which, surprise, are "too high" -- 
and on production costs. At the end of the hearing Kendall did 
not offer any details about where he set the cap or how, but 
you can be sure it will bring the program's cost below the 
infamous $1 trillion estimate for the plane's 50-year life. 
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36. Officials: Energy Programs Vital To Defense Budget 
(AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE 29 MAR 12) ... Terri Moon Cronk 

WASHINGTON – The Defense Department is striving to 
improve energy security for the warfighter and it needs 
funding to achieve that goal, officials told Congress during 
budget hearings here today. 

Sharon Burke, assistant secretary of Defense for 
Operational Energy Plans and Programs, told members of the 
House armed forces subcommittee on readiness the 
department requests $16.3 billion for petroleum to support 
military operations around the world. 

“Our [energy] posture is imposing costs at all levels,” 
Burke testified, “Strategic, operational, tactical and financial.” 

Burke said the new budget would take on energy 
initiatives for operational strategic use. “We want to recapture 
that strategic advantage” of World War II, she said. 

Defense Secretary Leon E. Panetta’s recently released 
operations energy strategy plan is the framework the DoD 
established to “improve operational energy use across the 
department,” she said. 

“We want to ensure that U.S. military forces have a 
steady, reliable supply of energy for a full range of 21st 
century military missions,” she said, adding the strategy’s 
goals are to reduce DoD’s demand for energy, to diversify and 
secure energy supplies, and build energy security into the 
future force. 

“Ninety percent of our fiscal 13 budget request is for the 
initiatives that reduce our demand for energy,” she said, 
“which is very important because we’ve seen in Iraq and 
Afghanistan that … modern military capabilities are terrific 
but also very energy-intensive, and we needed a great deal of 
fuel.” 

The combat energy supply line has been vulnerable, 
Burke added. “It’s in the battle space and the … costs in lives, 
in dollars and capability has been much too high.” 

Diversifying sources of energy operations is vital, Burke 
noted. 

Such energy options as solar use would better serve the 
military mission, and troops are using solar power at the 
tactical edge in Afghanistan. 

“This gives them better range, endurance, resilience and 
independence from the supply line. It helps them do their 
jobs,” she said, adding that the DoD’s “significant reliance” on 
liquid fuels would continue for the foreseeable future. 

Facility energy security also is critical for the DoD’s 
300,000 buildings that comprise 2.2 billion square feet of 
space, Dorothy Robyn, deputy undersecretary of defense for 
Installations and Environment, told subcommittee members. 

“Our [facility] energy bills are corresponding large at $4 
billion a year,” Robyn said. 

DoD is using itsmilitary construction and sustainment 
budgets, supplemented by third-party financing, to make its 
buildings more energy-efficient, she added. 

“Mission assurance is another reason why installation 
energy security is important,” she said. “Our installations 
support combat operations more directly than ever before. We 
pilot [unmanned aerial vehicles] and fly long-range bombers 
at our installations here at home. These installations in turn 
rely almost entirely on a commercial power grid that is 
increasingly fragile and vulnerable to disruption.” 

To help lower the $4 billion energy bill and improve 
energy security at installations, Robyn told subcommittee 
members DoD has a three-part strategy. 
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First is reducing demand, followed by expanding 
renewable and other on-site energy resources, she said. This is 
followed by leveraging private-industry advanced technology 
by using military installations as “test beds.” 

Because of the cost to private industry, Robyn said it’s in 
the DoD’s best interest to act as test beds to gain use of 
emerging technology. 

“We [could use] our installations as distribution test beds 
to demonstrate and validate the technologies in a real world 
[setting],” Robyn said. 

Overall, she told subcommittee members, “We have a 
good strategy and are improving it. We face some challenges. 
I look forward to working with you, tackling these and other 
challenges so our investments in facility energy are as 
productive and high-leverage as possible.” 
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37. Lockheed F-35 Fighter Costs Rise 4.3 Pct-Pentagon 
(REUTERS 29 MAR 12) ... Andrea Shalal-Esa 

The cost of developing and building the F-35 Joint Strike 
Fighter rose 4.3 percent to $395.7 billion last year and the 
plane will not reach full-rate production until 2019, two years 
later than planned, the Pentagon said on Thursday. 

It cited a slowdown in orders from the U.S. military and 
other countries as a reason for the higher cost of the Lockheed 
Martin Corp next-generation combat plane, which has been 
dogged by delays and cost overruns. 

The Pentagon's acting chief weapons buyer Frank Kendall 
approved continued low-rate production of the supersonic, 
single-engine fighter, according to an acquisition 
memorandum dated March 28. 

New projections by the Pentagon also show that the total 
lifetime cost of the new warplane, including development, 
production, operating and maintenance costs, and inflation, 
will reach $1.51 trillion over the next 55 years. 

The new estimate compares with a previous one of about 
$1.38 trillion over the life of the program, but adds three years 
to the equation, from 2062 to 2065, at the highest inflation 
rate, and uses 2012 as a baseline rather than 2002. 

Operating and support costs alone are now expected to 
reach about $1.1 trillion, up from last year's estimate of $1 
trillion, according to a Pentagon report to Congress. 

Lockheed is developing three variants of the new plane 
for the U.S. military and eight partner countries - Britain, 
Canada, Australia, Italy, Turkey, Denmark, Norway and the 
Netherlands. The partners now plan to buy a combined total of 
697 planes, down from 730 in the previous Pentagon estimate. 

Japan, one of the first foreign customers outside the 
partnership, said in late February it might cancel orders for 42 
F-35 fighters if the price goes up or deliveries are delayed, 
prompting Vice Admiral David Venlet, who heads the 
program, to say he had assured Japan that its deal would not 
be invalidated. 

Kendall told the Senate Armed Services Committee at a 
confirmation hearing to keep him in the job that the 
department was heavily focused on lowering the cost of the 
plane. 

"We're doing everything we can to drive down the cost of 
the Joint Strike Fighter," he testified, saying that production 
costs were stabilizing but sustainment costs still needed work. 

"We've made some progress there this year in some areas, 
but we slipped a little bit in some areas as well. That's where 
we think the greatest potential is," he said. 

The Pentagon's report to Congress said it would continue 
to analyze options for cutting operating costs, including where 
to base the planes and how many people were needed in a 
squadron, as well as a range of other initiatives to drive costs 
lower. 

Kendall also set affordability targets for both production 
and sustainment costs when he approved continued low-rate 
production on Wednesday. "The department intends to 
manage the program to beat these targets, in the case of 
sustainment costs by a significant margin," the Pentagon said 
in a statement. 

The department said the average cost of the Air Force 
version of the F-35, excluding development and military 
construction costs, should be $71.5 million per plane in fiscal 
year 2019, measured in 2012 dollars. 

That compares with the Pentagon's newest projection, 
which put the "unit recurring flyaway cost" at $78.7 million. 

Steve O'Bryan, vice president of business development 
for the Lockheed program, said the company was intensely 
focused on meeting the Pentagon's affordability targets. 

"We think they're achievable when the program is able to 
capture the economies of scale that it was designed for," 
O'Bryan told Reuters. He said the new plane would ultimately 
save the U.S. military money by replacing at least older 
aircraft systems, and streamlining logistics and maintenance. 

Winslow Wheeler of the Center for Defense Information 
said the new cost estimates showed the program remained in 
deep trouble. "The costs are going up, the performance 
continues to be compromised, and the schedule has more 
delays. This is nothing new for the F-35; we can only expect 
more," he said. 

The new F-35 cost data was sent to Congress on Thursday 
as part of a required report on the cost of major weapons 
programs. 

The projected cost of the F-35 aircraft alone rose 3.3 
percent, or $10.7 billion, mainly because of revised inflation 
rates, a slowdown in U.S. production in the short term, higher 
labor hours and slower procurement by international partners. 

The projected cost of the F135 engine, built by Pratt & 
Whitney, a unit of United Technologies Corp, rose 9.7 
percent, or $5.6 billion, mainly due to an increase in spares, 
revised inflation rates and lower production in the near term. 

The Pentagon split the cost projections for the engine and 
the aircraft this year, following congressional orders. 

The new cost estimate reflects the Pentagon's proposal to 
postpone orders for 179 planes for five years, a move that U.S. 
official say will save $15.1 billion through 2017, and should 
avert costly retrofits if further problems arise during testing of 
the new fighter, which is only about 20 percent complete. 

The Pentagon still plans to buy 2,443 of the new radar-
evading, supersonic warplanes, plus 14 development aircraft, 
in the coming decades, although Air Force Secretary Michael 
Donley warned last week that further technical problems or 
cost increases could eat away at those numbers. 
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The report cited progress on technical challenges facing 
the F-35 program and said it had logged 2,698 total flight test 
hours, but software development remained a big challenge. 

O'Bryan said the company was about three months behind 
schedule on software development, but had invested about 

$150 million in new laboratories and hired 200 new software 
engineers to pick up the development pace. "We recognize 
that it is challenge and we're putting resources toward it,' he 
said. 
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38. Lockheed Martin To Lay Off More Than 150 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 30 MAR 12) ... Robert McCabe 

NORFOLK -- Defense contractor Lockheed Martin has 
notified the state that it plans to lay off more than 150 workers 
in Hampton Roads next month. 

About 92 of the layoffs, affecting workers in Norfolk and 
Suffolk, are related to the closing of U.S. Joint Forces 
Command, or JFCOM, according to Lockheed. They are 
scheduled to take effect April 6. 

Sixty-five layoffs are planned because of the loss of a 
contract at NASA Langley Research Center in Hampton. They 
will take effect April 30. 

"As a result of the disestablishment of the U.S. Joint 
Forces Command, as announced by the Department of 
Defense in 2010, Lockheed Martin's current contract work is 
nearing its end date," John O'Sullivan, a Lockheed spokesman, 
wrote in an email. "Our primary goal is to retain our 
employees and assist in finding them work on other contracts." 

Notices of Lockheed's pending layoffs are posted on a 
state website in compliance with federal law. 

JFCOM ceased to exist in August 2011. 
The majority of its remnants have migrated to the 

Pentagon's Joint Staff, which supports the Chairman of the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff, said Craig Quigley, a retired Navy rear 
admiral and executive director of the Hampton Roads Military 
and Federal Facilities Alliance, a not-for-profit group focused 
on attracting and keeping federal facilities in the region. 

Joint Staff Hampton Roads has a workforce of roughly 
1,200 military and government civilian personnel, along with 
700 to 800 private contractors, according to spokeswoman 
Kathleen Jabs. 

The total of 1,900 to 2,000 Joint Staff workers in the 
region roughly corresponds with the number of JFCOM jobs 

that were projected to stay in Hampton Roads after the 
organization's demise. 

At a briefing in February 2011, Army Gen. Ray Odierno, 
former commander of JFCOM, said about half the jobs in the 
Hampton Roads area - 1,900 of 3,800 - would remain. 

Jabs said that of the roughly 1,900 workers affected by 
the end of JFCOM, some military members were reassigned to 
Joint Staff and others transferred elsewhere. All government 
civilian personnel in the Hampton Roads area kept their jobs 
and neither JFCOM nor the Joint Staff have terminated any 
contracts prematurely. 

Additional information, however, is harder to find. 
"We have no way of knowing whether contractors who 

worked at JFCOM were assigned to other jobs within their 
companies," Jabs wrote. 

The number of Joint Staff contractors in Hampton Roads 
fluctuates "depending on demand, task orders and 
requirements," she said. "Roughly 450 personnel work in 
Norfolk and 1,600 personnel are assigned to Suffolk." 

A transition center in Suffolk to help former JFCOM 
workers find new jobs opened last April. It's funded by a 
nearly $500,000 Defense Department grant and run by the 
state and the city. 

It's been visited about 1,700 times, including repeats, and 
has placed 50 workers, one out of state and the other 49 in 
Hampton Roads, said Julie A. Gifford, regional military 
liaison for Gov. Bob McDonnell. 

The 49 workers placed in Hampton Roads together earn 
about $3.8 million, Gifford said. 
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39. Huntington Ingalls Celebrates One Year 
(BILOXI (MS) SUN HERALD 29 MAR 12) 

Huntington Ingalls Industries CEO Mike Petters rang the 
closing bell at the New York Stock Exchange on Thursday, 
signifying the end of the first year of operation for the 
company that spun off from Northrop Grumman last March. 

HII finished four ships, started construction on two, 
received new construction contracts on three and is at the 
halfway point on structural work for the aircraft carrier Gerald 
R. Ford. 

Formerly the shipbuilding division of Northrop 
Grumman, HII began being publicly traded at the end of 
March 2011. 

The Ingalls yard in Pascagoula builds warships for the 
Navy and Coast Guard and is one of the state’s largest private 
employers. 

Petters said the company is off to a strong start. 
“We had high-quality deliveries from both Newport News 

Shipbuilding and Ingalls Shipbuilding -- the destroyer USS 
William P. Lawrence, the submarine USS California, the 
amphibious transport dock San Diego and the Coast Guard 
cutter Stratton,” Petters said. 

He credited the success to the company’s 38,000 
employees at both yards and the Composite Center in 
Gulfport. 

“We will continue our unwavering focus on building the 
greatest ships for our nation in the most efficient and 
affordable manner,” he said. 

During its first year, HII had sales of $6.58 billion and 
had a contract backlog of $16.3 billion at the end of 2011. 
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40. Raytheon's SM-3 Block IIA Missile Completes PDR 
(DEFENSE DAILY 30 MAR 12) ... Pat Host 

Raytheon’s Standard Missile-3 Block IIA variant 
completed its preliminary design review (PDR) and is now 
ready to move into the Critical Design Review (CDR) phase, 
according to a company executive. 

Raytheon Deputy Program Director for SM-3 Jack 
Ransbotham told Defense Daily in a telephone interview 
yesterday he expects the green light from the U.S. government 
to proceed into the CDR phase "in the next few weeks." 

Raytheon recently completed the PDR of the missile's 
throttleable divert and attitude control system, according to a 
company statement. A company spokeswoman said that PDR 
was completed in December. 

The SM-3 Block IIA variant, a co-development effort 
between the United States and Japan, is the cornerstone of 

Phase III of the Obama administration's Phased Adaptive 
Approach, according to a statement. The missile's larger 
rocket motors and advanced kinetic warhead will allow for a 
greater defended area, according to a statement. 

The program is on track for a 2018 delivery, according to 
a statement. 

Raytheon is developing all variants of SM-3 (Blocks IA, 
IB and IIA) as part of the Missile Defense Agency's sea-based 
Aegis Ballistic Missile Defense (BMD) system, according to a 
statement. Ransbotham said the SM-3 Block IIA has been 
advertised to be deployed on Aegis Ashore as well. 

Aegis Ashore is the land-based version of Lockheed 
Martin’s ship-based Aegis BMD. 
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41. USS Somerset Enters Dry Dock On Way To Completion 
(SOMERSET COUNTY (PA) DAILY AMERICAN 29 MAR 12) ... Philip Petrunak 

A Navy vessel being built in honor of the passengers and 
crew of Flight 93 is gliding toward a June completion date. 
The USS Somerset's construction is about 75 percent 
complete, U.S. Navy officials said Thursday. 

Somerset County Commissioner John Vatavuk said the 
ship's completion has been a "long haul." Vatavuk has been 
communicating regularly with Navy officials and plans to 
attend the ship's christening in June. 

"It's kind of a living monument to the Flight 93 crash, the 
passengers and crew that died out there," he said. "It's a great 
honor to the people that died on 9/11, and it's a great honor for 
the county and its residents as well." 

Although the amphibious landing vessel is the fifth to don 
the title USS Somerset, it's the first ship dedicated to 
America's County. A map of Somerset County will be 
permanently mounted on the ship, Vatavuk said. 

"When they first started, they wanted some kind of 
symbol," Vatavuk said. "So I sent a maple leaf, the 'America's 
County' symbol from the (Somerset County) Chamber of 
Commerce, and a map of the county." 

The ship, which is being constructed in the Avondale 
Shipyard near New Orleans, La., weighs more than 21,700 
tons and is nearly 700 feet long. The vessel is equipped with 
two 30 mm Bushmaster II cannons for surface threat defense 
and two Rolling Airframe Missile launchers for air defense. It 
can accommodate more than 1,000 passengers and can launch 
four CH-46 Sea Knight helicopters or two MV-22 tilt rotor 
aircraft simultaneously, according to Navy records. 

The vessel's most recent milestone toward completion 
was a "pushover." A pushover occurs when the ship is pushed 
by skids from land to a dry dock. It will remain there until 
April to complete any last-minute hull work and will then be 
launched into the water, also described as the wet dock. The 
ship will then remain at the wet dock until it is christened. 

Ship Superintendent John L. Kennedy said the crew has 
been working hard to put the finishing touches on the portions 
of the ship that will be deep beneath the water when it's 
launched. 

"We have a lot of work to accomplish in three weeks," 
Kennedy said in a written statement. "But the dedication of 
our shipbuilders, like that displayed during the pushover 
event, will see us through to launching this ship on schedule 
with safety and quality in the forefront." 

When launched, the vessel will also contain more than 
just the memories of Flight 93; it also contains 22 tons of steel 
from Somerset County. Vatavuk, who orchestrated the steel 
donation on behalf of the county, attended a smelting 
ceremony along with his wife, Janet, in Newport News, Va., in 
2008. 

Vatavuk said his favorite thing about the ship is that it 
won't only be used during wartime. 

"During peacetime the ship will be used to aid victims of 
natural disasters around the world," he said. "It will carry food 
and medical supplies to those victims. That's a great thing." 
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BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
42. Submarines Program Manager Addresses Mississippi Senate 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 29 MAR 12) ... Naval Sea Systems Command 

JACKSON, Miss  -- The Virginia-class submarine 
program manager kicked off the Navy's 50-50 executive 
outreach visit to Jackson, Miss., March 29. 

Rear Adm. (sel.) Michael Jabaley addressed the 
Mississippi Senate and House of Representatives at the state's 

capitol on the Navy's mission and the goal of naval science, 
technology, engineering and mathematics initiatives. 

The Navy 50-50 Program is a new outreach program that 
follows the Navy Week flag officer / Senior Executive Service 
outreach model, featuring 2-3 days of high-level engagements 
with corporate executives, civic leaders, government officials, 
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university faculty and administrators, non-profit executive 
directors and members of the media. It is designed to build on 
United States Navy efforts to increase Americans' 
understanding of the Navy's mission, capabilities, and 
relevance to national security. 

"The Navy belongs to the people of Jackson just as much 
as to those who live along the ocean," said Jabaley. "We need 
to continue to share the great things our Navy does and foster 
a better understanding of the Navy's role in protecting our 
country and maintaining freedom of the seas." 

During the visit, Jabaley shared that message with 
newspapers and local radio and television stations. He also 

visited Jackson State University and received a briefing on 
Office of Naval Research-funded projects. 

"Investments in science and technology such as those at 
Jackson State help naval forces maintain an advantage as the 
high-tech service of the future, and sustain the vitality of our 
nation's science, technology, engineering, and mathematics 
workforce," said Jabaley. Jabaley will also visit Murrah High 
School. He is a 1980 graduate of the school. 

"I had some great teachers, particularly Ms. Pauline 
Tramel and Ms. Pauline Carter," said Jabaley. "Because of 
their influence, I majored in math and computer science in 
college and have continued working in a very technical field." 
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43. Events For National Child Abuse Prevention Month 
(KHON FOX HONOLULU 29 MAR 12) 

WakeUp2day! Interviewed Tyra Lamb of the Family 
Support Center at Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam to discuss 
upcoming events planned for the April commemoration of 
National Child Abuse Prevention Month. 

Ms. Lamb also discussed steps to identify child abuse, 
what to do if you suspect child abuse, and steps you can take 
to prevent child abuse. 

View Clip (RT: 2:52) 
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44. Space Available For Fleet Week Tours, But It's Going Fast 
(SOUTH FLORIDA SUN-SENTINEL 29 MAR 12) ... Robert Nolin 

Ever want to clamber around a guided missile cruiser or 
descend into a nuclear submarine? Folks who crave an up-
close look at the country's maritime military can still qualify 
for tours of the six warships that will be docked at Port 
Everglades for Fleet Week in late April. 

But hurry because the spots are going fast. 
There are still 2,000 openings for the approximately 30-

minute tours during the week of April 25 through April 30. 
Fleet Week planners had allowed for 8,000 people touring the 

vessels, but most spots were swiftly reserved, many by civic 
or school groups. 

The vessels in town this year are: the USS Wasp, an 
amphibious assault ship; the USS Gettysburg and USS San 
Jacinto, both guided missile cruisers; the USS Dewert, a 
frigate; the USCGC Bernard Webber, a Coast Guard cutter; 
and a submarine yet to be named. 

People who want to tour the ships must undergo a security 
clearance. Registration for the tours is available at 
browardnavydaysinc.org. Deadline is April 16. 
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45. NAVSUP Weapon Systems Support Hosts 'Shadowing Day' For High School Students 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 29 MAR 12) ... Margaret Kenyon-Ely, Naval Supply Systems Command Public Affairs 

PHILADELPHIA  -- NAVSUP Weapon Systems Support 
held "Shadowing Day" at Naval Support Activity (NSA) 
Philadelphia March 28 to inspire high school students from 
Olney Charter School. 

The more than 30 high school juniors and seniors were 
matched up with either a civilian or military mentor from 
NAVSUP Weapon Systems Support. Among the highlights of 
the day were tours of the static display aircraft on the front 
lawn on NAVSUP Weapon Systems Support, the Army's 
Clothing and Textile operation, DLA Troop Support Medal 
Works - Purple Hearts, and, one-on-one time between mentor 
and mentee. 

"No matter what you choose to do in life, the step you are 
taking today is important. We hope we can help you to make a 
wise choice," said Capt. Leigh Ackart, NAVSUP Weapon 
Systems Support deputy commander, aviation, who discussed 
his Navy career as well as his organization's primary functions 
supporting the fleet. 

Another high point of the day's events was the keynote 
address by Senior Chief Navy Career Counselor (AW) Derek 
Milo, assistant chief recruiter, Navy Recruiting District 
Philadelphia. 

"Part of giving advice is the following up on it ... The 
decisions you make now, may affect you in the future," Milo 
said as he engaged students in a lively question and answer 
session during the Shadowing Day kick off. 

A field activity of the Naval Supply Systems Command, 
NAVSUP Weapon Systems Support (NAVSUP WSS) is the 
U.S. Navy's supply chain manager providing worldwide 
support to the aviation, surface ship, and submarine 
communities. NAVSUP WSS provides Navy, Marine Corps, 
joint and allied forces with products and services that deliver 
combat capability through logistics. There are more than 2,000 
civilian and military personnel employed at its two 
Pennsylvania sites. The NAVSUP WSS Philadelphia site 
supports aircraft, while its Mechanicsburg site supports ships 
and submarines.  
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46. Donated Van To Benefit Wounded Warriors, Families 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 29 MAR 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Anna Arndt, Naval Medical Center Portsmouth 
Public Affairs 

PORTSMOUTH, Va  -- The Naval Medical Center 
Portsmouth Wounded Warrior Battalion-East Detachment 
Portsmouth and their families now have easily accessible 
transportation to use for running errands, enjoying local 
attractions and exploring Hampton Roads as of March 28. 

Checkered Flag Toyota donated a wheelchair-accessible 
van to the USO of Hampton Roads and Central Virginia 
during a ceremony held at NMCP's Friendship Therapy 
Garden near the Fisher House for use at NMCP. 

"Checkered Flag donating this van to the USO will be 
beneficial to the wounded warriors and their families," said 
Cmdr. David Collins, director for Administration. 

"Portsmouth is geographically isolated, and this will 
allow them to be more mobile throughout the region." 

The van's mobility access seat uses wireless technology 
that guides it out of the vehicle and is lowered to the ground 
and, after the passenger is seated, lifts and repositions itself in 
the vehicle. This enables a passenger using crutches or a 
wheelchair to enter the van with ease. 

"We're really excited to help out," said Tim Rayfield, 
Checkered Flag Toyota general manager. "They're great 
people, they have a need and they make a tremendous 
sacrifice, so we're just glad to do it. Initially, Toyota came out 

with a van that had a mobility access seat, and it was through 
the learning of its operation that we thought this might have 
some application in the community." 

Family members, USO staff and wounded Sailors and 
Marines watched as several wounded warriors unveiled the 
van. 

Melissa Marshall, Marine Corps liaison deputy officer in 
charge, said the van will also benefit the families of the 
wounded warriors, who are often visiting from other parts of 
the country and have no access to transportation. 

"A lot of the time all of the focus is on the warrior 
themselves, when the families are going through just as much 
heartache and stress," Marshall said. "What this will enable us 
to do is give the families a way to get out, to get off base and 
travel around." 

The van will be driven by members of the USO, and will 
be available to wounded warriors and their families regularly. 
It will be kept at NMCP for quick access. 

This is the second van Checkered Flag has provided for 
wounded service members - the first van was donated to the 
Navy Mobilization Processing Site at Naval Station Norfolk 
Aug. 4. 
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47. Japan's Cost For U.S. Marines' Move To Guam May Rise To $3.5 Bil. 
(KYODO NEWS 30 MAR 12) 

TOKYO -- Japan and the United States began making 
adjustments on Thursday to increase to $3.5 billion from $2.8 
billion the costs the Japanese government will shoulder to 
transfer U.S. Marine personnel from Okinawa Prefecture to 
the U.S. territory of Guam, sources close to Japanese-U.S. 
relations said. 

The two governments agreed in 2009 on Japan's 
contribution of $2.8 billion to cover the cost of constructing 
buildings for a command center and other facilities, including 
schools, on the Pacific island. 

But in bilateral talks that began in February, the United 
States has asked Japan to increase its cost-sharing under 
growing pressure from the U.S. Congress to cut expenditures. 
Japan, which resisted the move initially, has since relented to 
preserve the bilateral alliance, according to the sources. 

As a result of the ongoing review, the number of Marines 
to be moved from Okinawa to Guam is expected to be reduced 
to 4,200 from 4,700, while the number of Marines to remain 
on Okinawa is expected to reach 11,300, above the 10,000 
threshold confirmed by the two countries in February. 

The two countries had agreed in 2006 to move 8,000 of 
the 18,000 Marines on Okinawa. Given the projected 
reduction in the number of personnel to be moved -- roughly 
by half -- questions could arise in Japan about increasing the 
country's share of costs. 

Aside from the 4,200 Marines expected to be moved to 
Guam from Okinawa, 500 Marine helicopter personnel will be 
moved there from the Marines' air base in Iwakuni, 
Yamaguchi Prefecture, as agreed by the two countries in 2006. 

Japan and the United States need to move 4,800 Marines 
from Okinawa if they are to keep the 10,000 threshold for the 
number of Marine personnel stationed on Okinawa as 
confirmed by the two countries on Feb. 8. 

Of the 4,800, 3,500 will be moved to Australia, Hawaii 
and the mainland United States. The U.S. side sought to move 
the remaining 1,300 to the Iwakuni Air Station but gave up the 
effort due to local opposition. 

While the Japanese side asked for the personnel to be 
moved outside of the country, the U.S. side did not yield to the 
request, arguing that the personnel would remain on Okinawa 
if they cannot be moved to Iwakuni. 

In the end, the Japanese side gave in, making it likely that 
the number of Marines to stay on Okinawa will reach 11,300, 
according to the sources. 

While the two governments are working to reduce the 
number of Marines to remain on Okinawa, the personnel are 
expected to exceed the threshold by the hundreds, the sources 
said. 
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48. New EIS May Stall Buildup 
Bordallo: Further Delays Would Hurt Guam 
(GUAM PACIFIC DAILY NEWS 30 MAR 12) ... Brett Kelman 

A high-ranking Navy official has told Congress that 
ongoing discussions with Japan "most likely" will reshape the 
plan for the military buildup on Guam so the military will 
need about two years to perform a new environmental impact 
study. 

Jackalyne Pfannenstiel, an assistant secretary of the Navy, 
told lawmakers on Wednesday that Japan and the United 
States should reach a new agreement in the "next couple of 
months" on how to revise the buildup. 

"Once the agreement is reached with the government of 
Japan, we will need -- most likely -- to redo our environmental 
analysis," Pfannenstiel said. "That is a couple-of-year process. 
And until you have completed that, it's hard to know with 
specificity what the construction requirements will be." 

Pfannenstiel was responding to lawmakers who asked if 
more concrete buildup details will be available in time for the 
fiscal 2014 military construction budget. She couldn't say. 

The military buildup plan has seen significant revisions in 
recent months, and ongoing discussions could change the plan 
even further. 

The buildup was initially planned to move about 8,600 
Marines from Okinawa to Guam, but that number has since 
been reduced to 4,700, and at least some of them are expected 
to be rotational. 

It has not been said how many will be rotational, or how 
this will change the military's spending plan. These kinds of 
details will be ironed out during bilateral talks between the 
U.S. and Japan governments, Pfannenstiel said. 

To prepare for the initial buildup plan, the military created 
an Environmental Impact Statement, which spanned thousands 
of pages and estimated how a Marine influx would change the 
island. The EIS went through two series of public hearings and 
two public comment periods that spanned several months. 

The whole process took at least two years. Now it might 
happen again. 

Although Pfannenstiel's comments suggest a significant 
buildup delay, she reiterated a military message of 
commitment to Guam. 

Guam is an "important part" of the military's effort to shift 
forces in the Pacific, and this year is an "important year" for 
the Guam realignment, Pfannenstiel said. 

"I would specifically like to empathize that we remain 
committed to establishing an operational Marine Corps 
presence on Guam, We know Congress has concerns 
regarding the execution of the Guam military realignment and 
we are taking the necessary steps to address them and move 
the program forward." 

She made the comment at the Senate Appropriations 
Committee meeting on the entire fiscal 2013 military 
construction budget, which amounts to about $1.8 billion. 
Pfannenstiel's comments were in response to the second 
question asked during the entire hearing, which came from 
acting subcommittee Chairman Sen. Tim Johnson, a Democrat 
from South Dakota. 

The military has announced it has planned a supplemental 
EIS for a controversial Marine firing range, but another EIS of 
the entire buildup would be a much larger endeavor. 

Bordallo Response 
The possibility of another buildup EIS has drawn concern 

from Guam Delegate Madeleine Bordallo, who has 
championed the Marine move as an economic booster for the 
island. 

Bordallo issued a statement yesterday explaining that she 
needed to better understand the reason for an entirely new EIS 
instead of just an additional assessment. 

"I am seriously concerned that our strategic pause will 
become a strategic delay. Our businesses are hurting, and I 
continue to urge the Department of Defense to meet the 
requirements, ... so that work can begin on Guam," Bordallo 
said in her statement. "I urge the Department of the Navy to 
look at an environmental assessment instead of a new EIS so 
that we can build off the previous EIS and address any new 
concerns. The previous EIS was one of the costliest ever and 
provided a worst-case scenario." 

Bordallo is running for re-election this year. 
Navy Gives Summary Of Range Land Needs 
(GUAM PACIFIC DAILY NEWS 30 MAR 12) Steve 

Limtiaco 
The amount of public or private land the military might 

need for a new firing range is between 113 acres and 2,286 
acres, the Joint Guam Program Office stated yesterday in a 
press release issued by U.S. Naval Facilities Command, 
Marianas. 

Although Congress stopped funding additional buildup-
related construction projects on Guam for this fiscal year, it 
continues to fund efforts to identify the site of the proposed 
firing range complex. 

Sen. Benjamin Cruz, D-Piti, this week sent the Joint 
Guam Program Office a letter, asking it to publicly release a 
May 2011 technical report that Cruz said contains more 
detailed information about the military's land needs for a firing 
range. Other planning documents publicly released by the 
military do not state the potential land requirements, Cruz 
noted. 

NAVFAC yesterday did not release the entire report, as 
requested by Cruz, but sent an email with a breakdown of how 
much government of Guam or private land might be needed 
for the five different firing range options. 

The same information was posted to the military's web 
site for the firing range. 

Options, According to the email: 

 One option for a firing range at Route 15 would 
require 810 acres of GovGuam land; 

 The other option at Route 15 would require 703 acres 
of GovGuam land and 551 acres of private land; 

 The "North-South" layout at Naval Magazine would 
require 113 acres of private land; 

 The "L-Shaped" layout at Naval Magazine would 
require 143 acres of GovGuam land and 263 acres of 
private land; and 
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 The "East-West" layout at Naval Magazine would 
require 321 acres of GovGuam land and 1,965 acres 
of private land. 

Those estimates may change, JGPO noted, adding the 
military has committed to possessing less land after the 

buildup than it did early last year, when that commitment was 
made. 
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NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
49. New Security For U.S. Troops 
U.S. Troops Get New Protections in Afghanistan 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 29 MAR 12) ... Lolita C. Baldor and Pauline Jelinek 

WASHINGTON — U.S. military commanders in 
Afghanistan have assigned "guardian angels" — troops that 
watch over their comrades even as they sleep — and have 
ordered a series of other increased security measures to protect 
troops against possible attacks by rogue Afghans. 

The added protections are part of a directive issued in 
recent weeks by Marine Gen. John Allen, the top U.S. 
commander in Afghanistan, to guard against insider threats, 
according to a senior military official. And they come in the 
wake of a spike in attacks on U.S. and coalition forces by 
Afghans, including the point-blank shooting deaths of two 
U.S. advisers in Afghanistan's Ministry of Interior. 

Some of the changes have been subtle, others not so 
much. 

In several Afghan ministries, Americans are now allowed 
to carry weapons. And they have been instructed to rearrange 
their office desks there to face the door, so they can see who is 
coming in, said the official, who spoke on condition of 
anonymity to describe the internal directive. 

While Allen did not detail the new measures in a briefing 
earlier this week, he acknowledged that changes had been 
made. 

"We have taken steps necessary on our side to protect 
ourselves with respect to, in fact, sleeping arrangements, 
internal defenses associated with those small bases in which 
we operate," Allen said, adding that now someone is "always 
overwatching our forces." 

The security measures came after the U.S. military 
mistakenly burned Qurans and other religious materials in 
February, triggering anti-American demonstrations and riots. 
And on Feb. 25, two U.S. military advisers were gunned down 
at their desks in one of the most heavily guarded ministry 
building in Kabul. 

As a result of the shootings, more than 300 advisers were 
pulled out of the Afghan ministries. So far, several dozen have 
returned, but many will not go back until additional security 
measures are put in place by the Afghans. That would include 
better vetting procedures, background checks and physical 
security measures at the ministries. The military official also 
said some advisers may not return, since commanders have 
determined that some may no longer be needed in the jobs. 

The military official said Allen issued the directive "to get 
every single troop in the war zone to read it and think" — and 
to emphasize that troops should be aware of their surroundings 
as they go about their jobs. 

U.S. commanders and Defense Secretary Leon Panetta 
say the killings do not represent a trend, and they say that less 

than half of the killings have been by Afghans associated with 
the Taliban. 

Instead, Allen said, these types of attacks come with 
fighting an insurgency and happened in Iraq and Vietnam. The 
enemy, he said, will do what it can to disrupt efforts to train 
and grow a nation's indigenous security force. 

Still, the recent spike in Afghans gunning down troops 
they are serving alongside reflects increased tensions between 
the two countries just as the coalition escalates efforts to train 
Afghans to take over their own security so that most NATO 
forces can leave by the end of 2014. 

Officials insist the killings have not hampered the U.S. 
mission in Afghanistan. But they come at a time when new, 
small advisory teams are heading into Afghanistan to beef up 
the training program, requiring them to work closely with 
Afghan military units. 

So far this year, 16 NATO service members have been 
shot and killed by Afghan soldiers and policemen or militants 
disguised in their uniforms, according to an Associated Press 
tally. That equals 18 percent of the 84 foreign troops killed 
this year in Afghanistan. Of the approximately 80 NATO 
service members killed since 2007 by Afghan security forces, 
more than 75 percent were in the past two years. 

In two separate incidents on Monday, Afghan security 
forces shot and killed one American and two British troops. 

In one incident, two British service members were killed 
by an Afghan soldier in front of the main gate of a joint 
civilian-military base in southern Afghanistan, the coalition 
said. And in the second incident, a U.S. service member was 
shot and killed at a checkpoint in Paktika province in eastern 
Afghanistan by a man who was believed to be a member of a 
village-level fighting force the U.S. is fostering in hopes of 
countering the Taliban insurgency. 

According to the military official, the so-called guardian 
angels provide an extra layer of security, watching over the 
troops as they sleep, when they are exercising, and going 
about their day. 

Allen noted that the Afghans have also taken some similar 
steps to provide guards for their own forces. 

The Afghans have also inserted their own intelligence 
officers into their units to help try and ferret out possible 
insurgents or rogue soldiers. And, since the ministry shooting, 
the Afghans have taken a number of steps to increase building 
security in the ministries and to improve the vetting of their 
workers. 

"They are helping the troops to understand how to 
recognize radicalization or the emergence of extremism in 
some of those, in individuals who may in fact be suspect," said 
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Allen. He noted that there have also been some arrests by 
Afghan forces when they identified possible attackers within 

their ranks. 
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50. Milestone As Man Wears Donor’s Face 
(AGENCE-FRANCE PRESSE 29 MAR 12) 

An American who lost his lips, nose and teeth in a 1997 
gun accident was this week given a new face, teeth, tongue 
and jaw in what doctors say is the most extensive face 
transplant in history. 

The 36-hour operation, which has now become the 
subject of discussion in Kenyan universities, took place at the 
University of Maryland Medical Centre. 

Richard Lee Norris, 37, underwent several life-saving and 
reconstructive operations after the accident, but had limited 
use of his mouth and appeared as though his lower face and 
nose had been mashed in. 

Norris new face is from an anonymous donor whose 
organs saved five other patients’ lives the same day, the Daily 
Mail reported. 

“The transplant included all facial soft tissue from the 
scalp to the neck, including the underlying muscles to enable 
facial expression, and sensory and motor nerves to restore 
feeling and function,” chief plastic surgeon Eduardo 
Rodriguez said in a statement to newsrooms around the world. 

The operation involved 100 doctors and university 
scientists after 10 years of research funded by the U.S. 
Department of Defense’s Office of Naval Research, which 
hopes it will serve as a model for helping war veterans injured 
by improvised explosives in Afghanistan. 

Those in the team ranged from plastic surgeons to 
craniofacial specialists. 

“It requires highly specialised units to coordinate such 
surgery,” said Isaac Macharia, professor of surgery at the 
University of Nairobi. 

“We already have technical skills in some areas to 
conduct a successful face transplant, our surgeons will require 
more training and better equipment. 

He added: “The good thing is that what has been done in 
the U.S. will spread around the world and with time it will be 
possible for the full face transplant to be done in Kenya.” 

At Kenyatta University, medical student Tom Mboya said 
his fellow students had taken a keen interest on the surgery. 

Looks Complicated 
“We gathered in newsrooms to watch the reporting of the 

amazing surgery. It looks complicated, but we can get there, 

especially with the massive hospital which is being built in 
KU,” Mr Mboya said. 

The Kenyan government signed a Sh9.85 billion 
concession loan last year with Chinese Export Import (Exim) 
Bank to fund the construction of the hospital. The hospital 
project by Kenyatta University will become the first fully 
managed health facility by a university in Kenya. 

But Dr. Wycliffe Guto of the University of Nairobi told 
the Nation that it would take Kenya dozens of years before 
such a dream can be realised, although he said it was possible. 

“It will need extensive research and involvement of 
university teams,” Dr. Guto said. 

For the past 15 years, Norris lived his life behind a mask, 
only shopping at night to avoid curious onlookers. 

“This transplant will give him his life back,” Dr. 
Rodriguez, said in the statement. 

Doctors said his recovery was faster than expected when 
six days after his surgery, he was able to move his tongue and 
open and close his eyes. 

The first thing he did when he opened his eyes was to ask 
for a mirror. He now becomes the first full-face transplant 
recipient in the U.S. to retain his eyesight. 

Doctors gave him a new tongue for proper speech, eating, 
and chewing. They also aligned his teeth, and connected his 
nerves to allow him share a smile once again. 

Before that he had been to 12 more surgeries to regain 
additional mobility in his face and mouth and to reconstruct 
some of his features. Only 22 face transplants have been 
performed around the world to date. 

Kenya is yet to perform a face transplant, a procedure that 
was first performed in France in 2005 when the face of 
Isabelle Dinoire who was mauled by a dog was partially 
transplanted. 

In July 2010, doctors at the Spanish Hospital Vall 
d’Hebron booked their names in historical books when they 
conducted the world’s first full face transplant. 

But Norris’ face transplant seems to be the most 
aesthetically successful to date. 
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51. U.S. To Get New Icebreaker 
(THE DIPLOMAT 29 MAR 12) ... David Axe 

The U.S. Coast Guard could finally be on track to acquire 
a new oceangoing icebreaker to boost its dwindling polar fleet. 

The Coast Guard asked for $8 million in its 2013 budget 
proposal to begin acquiring the new ship, which can scythe 
through sea ice to clear a channel for other vessels, and could 
ultimately cost up to $1 billion, according to press reports. 

The new U.S. icebreaker has been a long time coming. In 
2009, then-Coast Guard Commandant Thad Allen formed a 
task force to study the implications of global warming on U.S. 
maritime operations. As sea traffic increases in the less icy 
(but still treacherous) Arctic, the Coast Guard will need more 

icebreakers to assist commercial and military vessels, the task 
force concluded. “Icebreakers have the endurance that's sorely 
needed up there,” Allen said. 

The United States has one of the smallest icebreaker fleets 
of all the nations with Arctic borders. The Coast Guard 
possesses three large icebreakers, each around 14,000 tons 
displacement. The 1970s-vintage Polar Star and Polar Sea can 
break up to six feet of ice at three knots. The Healy, 
commissioned in 1999, can break three feet at the same speed. 
All three vessels are homeported in Washington state. 
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Of America's icebreakers, only the Healy is fully 
operational. Polar Sea is due to decommission soon. Polar Star 
is in refit and could re-enter service by the end of the year. A 
new icebreaker would likely replace Polar Star and sustain a 
long-term polar fleet of just two ships. 

Russia, by contrast, operates around two dozen 
icebreakers, including several nuclear-powered models. To 
resupply its Antarctic research base in February, Washington 
was forced to request assistance from Moscow. The icebreaker 
Vladimir Ignatyuk cut a channel for a U.S. Navy supply ship 
to reach the research station. 
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OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
52. Time To Call North Korea’s Bluff 
The U.S. shouldn't be sucked into more tit-for-tat with North Korea. Observing its "satellite" launch may 
help. 
(THE DIPLOMAT 28 MAR 12) ... Carl Baker 

The instinctive reaction to the announcement by North 
Korea that it plans to launch a satellite next month was to 
denounce it as a violation of the “Leap Day deal.” That 
arrangement involved “simultaneous unilateral 
announcements” offering nutritional assistance from the 
United States while North Korea promised to place a 
moratorium on its nuclear program, including long-range 
missile launches. 

We all know what will happen next. The U.S. demands 
additional sanctions, North Korea withdraws from its part of 
the bargain, and tensions increase. Let me suggest a way to 
avoid another rerun: rather than insisting that the launch 
violates the long-range missile launch moratorium, 
Washington should test the North Korean claim that it’s 
launching a satellite and not a missile by accepting 
Pyongyang’s offer to allow experts and journalists to observe 
the launch. 

While most analyses of the North’s rationale for making 
this announcement involve Pyongyang palace intrigue, this 
approach is mistaken. The planned launch has been a long 
time in the making. The use of a new test facility suggests that 
it’s part of a long-term strategy and isn’t being driven by an 
internal power struggle as much as it is by the desire to 
establish the legitimacy of the satellite program. That doesn’t 
mean the announcement isn’t provocative – it’s clearly meant 
to create discord and provoke responses from multiple parties. 

Therefore, the U.S. would be well-served to be more 
nuanced in its response. There’s a real potential for what 
North Korea is calling the U.S. bluff on Washington’s oft-
repeated pledge that it bears no hostile intent toward North 
Korea. From Pyongyang’s perspective, U.S. insistence that an 
attempted satellite launch is the same as a missile launch is a 
clear manifestation of that hostility. While the U.S. (and much 
of the rest of the world) is satisfied that there’s no difference 
between North Korea’s satellite program and a missile 
program, North Korea clearly did not get that memo. And they 
may have a case. 

Some basic terminology seems to be a big part of the 
problem – and we don’t have to be rocket scientists to make 
sense of rocket science. Most basically, a long-range missile 
or a satellite is attached to a rocket. For a satellite, the intent is 
to propel it out of the earth’s atmosphere and into an orbit 
around the earth and keep it there. In contrast, a long-range 
missile is launched into space so that the missile re-enters the 
earth’s atmosphere and hits its intended target without burning 
up as it re-enters. In short, the payloads are distinct but the 

rocket propulsion systems are basically the same. That 
confusion was evident in a March 18 Korea Herald editorial 
that argued the planned launch “is a missile launch and a 
satellite launch put together.” 

Even the U.N. Security Council resolutions that address 
North Korea’s ballistic missile program, misuse the term. 
UNSC Resolution (UNSCR) 1695, which demands the 
suspension of the missile program, recalls that “the DPRK 
launched an object propelled by a missile without prior 
notification to the countries in the region…” 

Similarly, following North Korea’s second attempted 
satellite launch in 2009, the Security Council Presidential 
Statement condemning the attempt as a violation of UNSC 
Resolution 1718, “[d]emands that the DPRK not conduct any 
further nuclear test or launch of a ballistic missile” and 
“[d]ecides that the DPRK shall suspend all activities related to 
its ballistic missile program and in this context re-establish its 
pre-existing commitments to a moratorium on missile 
launching.” Similar language appears in UNSCR 1874 when it 
“[d]emands that the DPRK not conduct any further nuclear 
test or any launch using ballistic missile technology.” 
Unfortunately, but probably for good reason, the precise 
relationship between the ballistic missile program and the 
satellite program wasn’t addressed. 

Nevertheless, a missile isn’t a satellite, nor is it a rocket. 
Some refuse to accept the difference, insisting that it is 
impossible or unnecessary to make a distinction. Thus, one 
influential analyst (who knows better) responded to the latest 
announcement by dismissing the difference between a missile 
and satellite launch and confused the issue further by 
suggesting that “A moratorium on missile launches that 
includes an exception for space launches is like a moratorium 
on nuclear testing that permits ‘peaceful’ nuclear explosions – 
pointless.” From North Korea’s perspective, that’s the 
equivalent of being denied the right to develop aerospace 
technology to prevent it from building airplanes that could 
deliver a bomb. Of course, there’s real concern about the 
intent behind the North Korean satellite program since a great 
deal of dual-use technology is involved. If you can propel a 
satellite into space, then you can propel a missile into space. 
But that doesn’t make the difference between them 
meaningless. 

The problem is exacerbated by the world’s refusal to 
acknowledge that North Korea has the right to launch satellites 
even if it’s only to warble paeans to Kim Il-sung. In 1998, 
after the first attempted satellite launch by North Korea, it 
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took the U.S. almost two months to reluctantly acknowledge 
that the event was a satellite launch and not a long-range 
ballistic missile test. In 2009, the U.N. Security Council 
presidential statement essentially equated the satellite launch 
with North Korea’s 2006 ballistic missile barrage, leading 
most people to conclude there’s no difference. 

Leaving the definition of a missile vague has helped avoid 
a confrontation in the United Nations over sanctions. By 
referring to the North Korean long-range missile program in 
the sanctions resolutions and presidential statements, the 
Security Council has provided a loophole for those who have 
quietly supported North Korea’s “independent right to the use 
of outer space.” 

North Korea exploits this distinction, not only by 
screaming insults at those who would deny it the right to 
launch a satellite, but by changing its approach to launches. In 
1998, much of the consternation in the international 
community was because North Korea attempted the launch 
without warning. In 2009, it followed all necessary protocol 
by notifying the appropriate international agencies. This time, 
it announced that the launch will take place from what has 
been reported as a new launch site at Tongch’ang Dong on the 
west coast and will be aimed in a southerly direction – on 
approximately the same path as the recent satellite launch 
attempts by South Korea – and has invited everyone to come 
and watch. Pyongyang can argue that each step has been taken 
to further legitimize its right to engage in satellite launches 
and to make them less provocative. 

Most significantly, the issue goes to the heart of North 
Korea’s assertion that the U.S. retains a hostile policy. From 
Pyongyang’s perspective, the U.S. refusal to accept the 
legitimacy of the launch under any circumstances when there 
are potentially exculpatory details, shows Washington’s real 
intent. By announcing that it is inviting international experts 
and journalists to observe the launch, North Korea is focusing 
attention on its right to engage in space exploration. That is 
part of the provocation. 

Calling the U.S. bluff at this point in time presents a 
serious dilemma for the Obama administration. 
Acknowledging a distinction between missiles and satellites 
would likely be interpreted as a signal of weakness to political 

opponents and allies alike – not a good move in an election 
campaign. But, refusing to acknowledge the difference gives 
North Korea an excuse to walk away from its nuclear 
moratorium. 

One alternative would be to re-introduce the issue in the 
U.N. and demand that the satellite program be explicitly 
included in the language of any resolution to remove any 
doubt that sanctions are intended to apply to it and not just the 
long-range ballistic missile program. One suspects that a 
similar approach failed in 2009. The U.S. and its friends 
pretended the issue was settled while North Korea (with at 
least implicit support from others) proceeded under the 
assumption it was not. 

North Korea clearly doesn’t intend to stop its pursuit of a 
satellite program. Therefore, perhaps the best strategy would 
be to accept the North Korean offer to observe the launch and 
push for more transparency in its satellite program. This 
would undermine Pyongyang’s claim that the U.S. has “hostile 
intent” and force it to accept demands for more transparency 
regarding the program. This would reassure the United States 
that this really is a satellite launch and not a missile test. It 
would make any attempt to launch a long-range missile more 
provocative and could be characterized as a clear breach of 
U.N. sanctions. It would also provide an opportunity to learn 
more about the new launch facility and the propulsion system 
used to launch the satellite. Of course, the U.S. would have to 
demand to be more than just casual observers of the launch 
and be guaranteed access to facilities and the actual 
equipment. 

Some will reject this approach, claiming that allowing 
North Korea to proceed with the launch is a sign of weakness 
and gives it the opportunity to test the propulsion system that 
would be used for a long-range ballistic missile. But it seems 
better than the alternative – a return to stalemate. Maybe it’s 
time to call North Korea’s bluff rather than get sucked back 
into the tactical tit-for-tat that has allowed Pyongyang to 
control the strategic game for years. 

Carl Baker is the director of programs and coeditor of 
Comparative Connections at Pacific Forum, Center for 
Strategic and International Studies, in Honolulu, Hawaii. 
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53. Bad Timing 
An Atlantic alliance with less ambition looks inevitable; but it should not be allowed to fade away 
(THE ECONOMIST 31 MAR 12) ... Editorial 

As it heads towards a summit in Chicago in May, NATO 
finds itself in a paradoxical position. There are quite a few 
grounds for self-congratulation. By and large, member 
countries have stuck with a thankless task in Afghanistan out 
of solidarity with America. Last year’s UN-sanctioned mission 
to protect Libyan rebels from the vengeance of Colonel 
Qaddafi was a genuine achievement. A precedent was 
established by two European member states, Britain and 
France, showing a willingness to take both the diplomatic and 
military lead, albeit with vital (if slightly grudging) support 
from America. At least four countries are queuing up to join 
the alliance: Macedonia, Bosnia, Montenegro and Georgia. 

Yet despite these successes, NATO is facing an uncertain 
future. Two developments are particularly threatening. The 
first is the Obama administration’s declaration earlier this year 

that coping with China’s rising military power and reassuring 
allies in Asia would take priority over Europe. With Europe 
increasingly seen by America as a “producer” rather than a 
“consumer” of security, the second worry is that the economic 
crisis within the euro zone leaves NATO’s European members 
less able to play their part. Fiscal austerity, combined with an 
assumption that Europe faces few real threats to its security, 
means that defence budgets, already pared to the bone, face 
further cuts. When the cold war ended, European countries 
accounted for 34% of NATO’s military spending. Today that 
has fallen to 21%. Apart from America, only four of 28 
members meet the alliance’s defence-spending target of 2% of 
GDP: Britain, France, Greece and Albania. 

Still Relevant 
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This shortfall is worrying, because NATO still matters. 
Europe may be whole, free and at peace, but it is deluding 
itself if it thinks it is unthreatened. There is unsettled business 
in the Balkans; Vladimir Putin’s Russia is accelerating its 
military modernisation at an ominous clip while showing few 
signs of wanting a warmer relationship with the West; north 
Africa is close and volatile; there are old threats such as the 
spread of terrorism from failed states and newer ones such as 
proliferating weapons of mass destruction and cyber-warfare. 
As NATO’s secretary-general, Anders Fogh Rasmussen, 
recently observed, just investing in homeland security does not 
offer enough protection. Despite the wish of some NATO 
members that it might be otherwise, military clout still counts 
for something in 21st-century geopolitics. 

The question is how to cope with the lack of money. Mr 
Rasmussen’s answer is to do more with less, using “smart 
defence”, pooling and sharing equipment and capabilities. In 
theory that could eliminate duplication in some areas, while 
filling gaps in others. But Libya demonstrated the practical 
limitations of this approach. If it is to work, allies who have 
contributed to a particular capability, say surveillance drones, 
must either be united in their willingness to take on the 
mission or be happy to allow other members to use the asset 

even when they are not. Germany and Poland caused 
difficulties by standing on the sidelines in Libya, and other 
members gave only tepid support by refusing to join in 
bombing sorties. One idea is for countries involved in pooling 
to sign “assured access” contracts that guarantee access to 
equipment -- although even those could be overruled by a 
determined government. 

Realistically, then, NATO will have to content itself with 
doing less with less. That need not be disastrous. The dream of 
a “global NATO”, that recruits partners from all over the 
world and intervenes wherever trouble rears its head, flowered 
a few years ago, but has since wilted. Once its troops are out 
of Afghanistan, the alliance should revert to its regional roots. 

However, given America’s new semi-detachment and 
Europe’s economic austerity, there is a clear danger that 
“doing less” rapidly becomes “doing nothing”. That would be 
a catastrophe. NATO is an imperfect organisation, but it can 
still bring formidable military power to bear on complex and 
difficult missions. That can save lives and make Europe safer. 
It is up to the countries that gain most from --and, yes, that 
does include Germany -- to summon up the will to act and the 
cash to back it up. Otherwise NATO will fade away. 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Navy Secretary Affirms Clean Energy Plans 
(HARVARD CRIMSON 31 JAN 12) ... Brian C. Zhang 

In his first visit to Harvard since the University’s official recognition of the Naval Reserve Officers’ Training Corps in March, 
Secretary of the Navy Ray Mabus spoke about the Navy’s commitment to alternative energy at Harvard Business School on Monday 
evening. 

 
2. New Mexico Tests Its Capabilities During Fellowship 2012 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 31 JAN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Peter D. Lawlor, Chief of Naval Operations Public 
Affairs 

ATLANTIC OCEAN— The crew of the Virginia-class USS New Mexico (SSN 779) joined the Royal Navy’s newest Astute-
class, fast-attack submarine HMS Astute (SSN-20) for the Fellowship 2012 exercise where the boats tried to out-flank, out-maneuver 
and out-wit each other. 

 
3. U.S. Navy, Marines Join Eight Countries For Amphibious Assault Training 
(WVEC ABC NORFOLK 30 JAN 12) ... Carl Leimer 

VIRGINIA BEACH -- The Navy and Marines are storming the beaches at Fort Story. 
 

4. Plan Would Protect Jobs Of Military Family Members 
(MSNBC 30 JAN 12) 

The Obama administration has proposed new rules to help military families care for service members when they are called to 
active duty or become injured. 

 

CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
5. Bold Alligator Training Starts Today 
(JACKSONVILLE (NC) DAILY NEWS 30 JAN 12) ... Hope Hodge 

With the end of a decade of ground combat in two wars in sight, local Marines are anxious to return to the amphibious training 
and warfare that makes their service branch distinctive. 

 
6. Navy Warfare Development Command Plays Critical Role In Bold Alligator 2012 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 30 JAN 12) ... Navy Warfare Development Command Public Affairs 

NORFOLK -- The Navy Warfare Development Command (NWDC) is playing a critical role in planning, executing and 
evaluating Bold Alligator 2012 (BA12) across every function of the command and as host facility for key components of exercise 
leadership and staff supporting U.S. Fleet Forces Command, beginning Jan. 30. 

 
7. NECC Participates In Bold Alligator 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 30 JAN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist Seaman Kay Savarese, Navy Expeditionary Combat 
Command Public Affairs 

VIRGINIA BEACH, Va. -- Riverine Group (RIVGRU) 1 will command the Navy's expeditionary forces for Bold Alligator 2012 
(BA12), the nation's largest joint forces and multinational amphibious exercise on the East Coast, which began Jan. 30. 

 
8. Former First Lady Laura Bush To Speak At USS Texas Ceremony 
(HONOLULU STAR-ADVERTISER 27 JAN 12) 

Former first lady Laura Bush is expected to speak at a change of command Wednesday for the submarine USS Texas based at 
Pearl Harbor, the Navy said. 
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9. Bounty Hunters Maintainers Keep Lincoln's Jets In The Air 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 30 JAN 12) ... Lt. Mitch Cole, Strike Fighter Squadron 2 Public Affairs 

USS ABRAHAM LINCOLN, At Sea -- The Sailors of the maintenance department of Strike Fighter Squadron (VFA) 2, have 
kept the squadron's jets in full mission capable status throughout the deployment which paid off as they flew training operations in the 
Arabian Gulf Jan. 28, said the saquadron's maintenance officer. 

 
10. Navy Trainees Arrive In Las Cruces Hoping To Earn Their Wings 
(LAS CRUCES (NM) SUN NEWS 30 JAN 12) ... Reyes Mata III 

LAS CRUCES - About two dozen World War II-style planes will spend the next two months crisscrossing the Las Cruces sky as 
part of a naval aviation training program designed to prepare the newest wave of U.S. Navy and Marine aircraft pilots for military 
operations. 

 
11. Flattop To Visit Jacksonville Today 
USS Enterprise will spend night at Mayport, leave Wednesday 
(FLORIDA TIMES-UNION 30 JAN 12) ... Jeff Brumley 

The USS Enterprise will visit Mayport Naval Station Tuesday for an overnight stay, the Navy said. 
 

12. USS Arleigh Burke Leaves For Deployment 
Destroyer to conduct counter-piracy operations 
(WAVY NBC NORFOLK 30 JAN 12) ... Leanna Caplan 

NORFOLK, Va. - USS Arleigh Burke deployed from Naval Station Norfolk Monday to conduct counter-piracy operations in the 
U.S. 5th Fleet area of operations. 

 

GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
13. Chinese J-20 Stealth Fighter Advances 
(AVIATION WEEK 30 JAN 12) ... Bill Sweetman 

WASHINGTON - Every indication is that nobody in Western intelligence saw the Chengdu J-20 coming. While it was known 
that China was developing a stealthy combat aircraft, the J-20 has emerged earlier than expected and appears to be more mature than 
the X‑plane or demonstrator that many people anticipated. 

 
14. 3 Russian Navy Ships Dock In Manila For 3-Day Visit 
(PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 31 JAN 12) ... DJ Yap 

MANILA, Philippines—Three Russian Navy ships arrived in Philippine waters on Tuesday morning, including an anti-submarine 
destroyer named “Admiral Panteleyev,” for a three-day visit aimed at enhancing ties between the two countries, officials said. 

 
15. 14 Countries To Join India In Naval Exercise 
(ECONOMIC TIMES (INDIA) 30 JAN 12) 

NEW DELHI - Aiming to strengthen cooperation among the navies in the region, Indian Navy will host 14 of its counterparts 
from South East Asia, Asia-Pacific and Indian Ocean Region (IOR) for the eighth edition of the Milan exercise in Andaman and 
Nicobar Islands starting Wednesday. 

 
16. Israel Sees Narrowing Window For Attack On Iran 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 30 JAN 12) ... Amy Teibel 

JERUSALEM — Officials are quietly conceding that new international sanctions targeting Iran's suspect nuclear program, while 
welcome, are further constraining Israel's ability to take military action — just as a window of opportunity is closing because Tehran 
is moving more of its installations underground. 

 
17. U.S. Moves Ahead With Military Sales To Bahrain 
U.S. Sale Of Some Military Items to Bahrain Draws Congressional Opposition 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 30 JAN 12) ... Donna Cassata 

WASHINGTON — The United States is selling some military equipment to Bahrain as it walks a fine line between pushing the 
Sunni monarchy to open talks with the opposition while proceeding cautiously with a strategic ally to counter Iran. 

 
18. Australia's Navy Told To Be More Visible Near Resource Projects 
(REUTERS 30 JAN 12) ... James Grubel 

CANBERRA - Defense planners urged Australia's military on Monday to maintain a stronger presence in the country's north and 
northwest to guard the booming resource industry and be better placed to respond to challenges from Asia and the Indian Ocean. 
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19. Navy Set To Be More Capable Than Ever 
(AUSTRALIAN ASSOCIATED PRESS 31 JAN 12) ... Max Blenkin 

New warships will give Australia's navy more capability than ever before, with some help from the U.S. Marines, Defence 
Minister Stephen Smith says. 

 

PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
20. Plan Would Let Caregivers Take More Job Leave 
(NAVY TIMES 30 JAN 12) ... Patricia Kime 

The Obama administration announced a proposal Monday to expand the Family and Medical Leave Act to provide better 
coverage for those who care for injured or ill veterans. 

 
21. Clingan Tapped For 4th Star, 6th Fleet Job 
(NAVY TIMES 30 JAN 12) ... Sam Fellman 

Defense Secretary Leon Panetta announced the nomination of a new 6th Fleet commander in a statement Monday. 
 

22. USS Whidbey Island Welcomes Fleet And Family Support Prior To Return To Homeport 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 30 JAN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Desiree D. Green, USS Whidbey Island Public 
Affairs 

USS WHIDBEY ISLAND, Atlantic Ocean -- Deployed Sailors aboard the amphibious dock landing ship USS Whidbey Island 
(LSD 41) welcomed representatives from Fleet and Family Support Center (FFSC) Joint Expeditionary Base Little Creek-Fort Story, 
Jan. 26-30. 

 
23. NCIS Cold Case Squad Never Forgets Victims 
(NAVY TIMES 29 JAN 12) ... William H. McMichael 

The case was cold. Ice cold. 
 

FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
24. U.S. Navy Plans 'Great Green' Biofuels Fleet 
A U.S. Navy plan to have half its fleet running on alternative fuels by the end of the decade may provide a 
boost to Australian producers. 
(AUSTRALIAN BROADCASTING CORPORATION 31 JAN 12) ... Conor Duffy 

U.S. Navy officials are expected to outline the plans - which include sourcing fuel from Australian producers - at an international 
conference on biofuels and shipping in Sydney today. 

 
25. Pentagon Punts on Major Program Cuts 
Platforms Face New Threats After Elections 
(DEFENSE NEWS 30 JAN 12) ... Marcus Weisgerber and Zachary Fryer-Biggs 

The U.S. Defense Department’s fiscal 2013 budget plan to cut $259 billion from spending over the next five years is unlikely to 
damage America’s defense industrial base largely because it sidesteps major program cuts in a presidential election year, according to 
analysts. 

 
26. Ejection Parachute Issue Grounds F-35As 
(AVIATION WEEK 30 JAN 12) ... Amy Butler 

WASHINGTON - Fifteen new Lockheed Martin F-35 fighters, some of which are participating in the flight testing so critical to 
moving the troubled Joint Strike Fighter program forward, have been grounded owing to improper loading of parachutes in their 
ejection seats. 

 
27. NAVAIR, Partners Announce Groundwork For Software Apps Store 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 30 JAN 12) ... Naval Air Systems Command Public Affairs 

NAVAL AIR STATION PATUXENT RIVER, Md. -- NAVAIR announced Jan. 30 that it is working with multiple sponsors to 
establish guidelines to support the migration of avionics software applications across DoD aviation platforms. 

 

BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
28. Navy Week Coming To Toledo In August In Great Lakes Tour 
(TOLEDO BLADE 29 JAN 12) 

Toledo has been chosen among 15 cities nationwide to host a Navy Week this year, the Navy announced. 
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29. Lawmakers Say Base Closures DOA 
(THE HILL 30 JAN 12) ... Jeremy Herb 

Lawmakers from both parties are signaling they will do everything in their power to stop the Obama administration from 
launching another round of military base closures in the United States. 

 
30. BRAC: A Scary Word In Groton 
Despite millions invested, a potential military review causes anxiety 
(GROTON (CT) PATCH 30 JAN 12) ... Deborah Straszheim 

Even though Naval Submarine Base New London was saved the last time, when you say the word “BRAC” in Groton, people get 
nervous. 

 
31. Uncertainty At NSA Crane, But Westgate Academy Conference Center Moving Forward 
(GREENE COUNTY (IN) DAILY WORLD 30 JAN 12) ... Nick Schneider 

While NSA Crane and its tenants -- Naval Surface Warfare Center, Crane (NSWC) and Crane Army Ammunition Activity 
(CAAA) and the Coast Guard -- support more than 5,000 civilian and military personnel on-base, an announcement in the past week 
of an unexpected round of BRAC (Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission) reviews in the coming year has some 
uncertain about the future of the U.S. Navy's third largest military installation. 

 
32. Bordallo Has "Serious Reservations" About Navy's RFP For Ship Repair Facility 
(PACIFIC NEWS CENTER (GUAM) 31 JAN 12) ... Kevin Kerrigan 

GUAM - Guam Congresswoman Madeleine Bordallo says she has "serious reservations about assumptions that [the] Navy has 
made in the current RFP regarding commercial ship repair capabilities on Guam." 

 
33. Futenma Relocation Plan Presents Risk To Okinawa Environment, Governor's Panel Says 
(STARS AND STRIPES 31 JAN 12) ... Travis J. Tritten and Chiyomi Sumida 

CAMP FOSTER, Okinawa — The U.S.-Japan plan to relocate Marine Corps Air Station Futenma farther north on Okinawa will 
cause irreparable environmental damage despite claims by Tokyo that any risks can be managed, a panel of experts advising the 
island’s governor said Tuesday. 

 
34. Gov't Mulls Test Flights Of Controversial U.S. Aircraft In Okinawa 
(KYODO NEWS 31 JAN 12) 

TOKYO -- Defense Minister Naoki Tanaka said Tuesday the government will look into conducting test flights of the MV22 
Osprey vertical takeoff and landing aircraft at a U.S. base in Okinawa Prefecture before their full deployment there later this year. 

 
35. U.S. Military Envisions More Bases Like Djibouti Facility 
(US NEWS 30 JAN 12) ... John T. Bennett 

A little-known U.S. military facility in the Middle East is a model for the kind of American bases President Obama's new defense 
strategy suggests soon will pop up around the globe, a senior Pentagon official said Monday. 

 

NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
36. From Biden, A Vivid Account Of Bin Laden Decision 
(NEW YORK TIMES 31 JAN 12) ... Mark Landler 

In the anguished White House debates over the war in Afghanistan, Vice President Joseph R. Biden Jr. argued consistently to 
stress counterterrorism over the more costly strategy of nation-building. It turns out, though, that Mr. Biden warned against the most 
sensational counterterrorism operation of the Obama presidency: the commando raid that killed Osama bin Laden. 

 
37. Operation Sustainability: U.S. Military Sets Ambitious Environmental Goals 
(RENEWABLE ENERGY WORLD 30 JAN 12) ... Michael d'Estries 

With personnel nearly the population of Chicago and a fleet of over 500,000 aircrafts, vessels, and vehicles, the U.S. Department 
of Defense is a massive and energy-hungry institution. 

 
38. Interview With U.S. Rep. Adam Smith 
(DEFENSE NEWS 30 JAN 12) ... Kate Brannen 

The top Democrat on the Republican-led House Armed Services Committee, Rep. Adam Smith, D-Wash., will play a leading role 
in shepherding the Obama administration’s defense agenda through Congress as military spending declines as part of a broader drive 
to cut the country’s debt. 
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39. 'Reversibility' In Budget Said To Impact Industry Multiple Ways 
(DEFENSE DAILY 31 JAN 12) ... Emelie Rutherford 

The Pentagon is "quite serious" about applying so-called reversibility to budget decisions that impact the defense industry, a 
senior official said yesterday. 

 
40. One Soldier's Progress Against Traumatic Brain Injury 
New treatment facility helps soldier make rapid progress against TBI 
(PROPUBLICA 30 JAN 12) ... Joaquin Sapien and Daniel Zwerdling 

When Army Sgt. Victor Medina returned home from Iraq in the summer of 2009, his life was a shambles. His tour had been cut 
short after he suffered a concussion during a roadside blast. Though his injury wasn't visible, he struggled with balance and noticed 
that his ability to read, think and even talk had changed for the worse. 

 
41. Disability Claims Going Online 
(MILITARY UPDATE 29 JAN 12) ... Tom Philpott 

The only way to achieve Veterans Affairs Secretary Eric Shinseki's goal for 2015 — that every disability compensation claim gets 
processed within 125 days and with 98 percent accuracy — is to shift to a paperless claims system. And that transformation has begun. 

 
42. Naval Academy Leadership Conference Opens With Former Apple Exec 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 30 JAN 12) ... Jessica Clark, U.S. Naval Academy 

ANNAPOLIS, Md. -- An entrepreneur and author opened the Naval Academy Leadership Conference Jan. 30 with a speech about 
the leadership skills he learned from Steve Jobs while working for Apple. 

 
43. Military Probe Adding To Skepticism Of DMAA 
(STARS AND STRIPES 29 JAN 12) ... Travis J. Tritten 

CAMP FOSTER, Okinawa — The Defense Department is investigating a popular body-building supplement suspected in the 
deaths of two soldiers as well as organ failure and other serious health problems in others. 

 
44. Better Information Sharing Between Public, Private Sectors Needed, Report Says 
(DEFENSE DAILY 31 JAN 12) ... Pat Host 

Sharing information and best practices among government, industry and academia is crucial to nations shoring up their cyber 
security defenses, according to a report released yesterday. 

 

OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
45. Obama Exploits The Navy SEALs 
There may be political value in detailing how our special forces hunted bin Laden, but doing so threatens 
troop safety and future missions. 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 31 JAN 12) ... Leif Babin 

America's premier Special Operations force is once again in the headlines after a team of Navy SEALs rescued two hostages from 
captivity in Somalia last week. Elite U.S. forces have carried out such operations periodically over the past decade, always with skill 
and bravery. The difference in recent months is that the details of their work haven't remained secret. On the contrary, government 
officials have revealed them for political gain—endangering our forces in the process. 

 
46. Guns, Now Butter 
The Pentagon owes Americans real budget cuts 
(PITTSBURGH POST-GAZETTE 31 JAN 12) ... Editorial 

President Barack Obama and every other American who believes that the Department of Defense has become oversized in the 
past 11 years of unremitting warfare must pay close attention as the Pentagon puts forward what are allegedly proposed budget cuts. 

 
47. Bipartisan Strategy Takes Shape To Close Overseas U.S. Bases 
(DEFENSE NEWS 29 JAN 12) ... Raymond DuBois and David Vine 

At a time when bipartisanship on Capitol Hill has essentially disappeared, an intriguing example of cross-party consensus has 
emerged in a relatively obscure area of foreign policy: closing overseas military bases. 

 

BBLLOOGGSS::  
48. EXCERPTS FROM BLOGS AROUND THE WORLD 
(PUBLISHED 27 – 30 JAN 12) 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Navy Secretary Affirms Clean Energy Plans 
(HARVARD CRIMSON 31 JAN 12) ... Brian C. Zhang 

In his first visit to Harvard since the University’s official 
recognition of the Naval Reserve Officers’ Training Corps in 
March, Secretary of the Navy Ray Mabus spoke about the 
Navy’s commitment to alternative energy at Harvard Business 
School on Monday evening. 

At the event sponsored by the Harvard Business School 
Association of Boston, Mabus presented plans to decrease the 
Navy’s dependence on foreign oil, which he said has made its 
operations susceptible to fluctuations in global prices. 

“When you run a military organization...you look for 
vulnerabilities,” Mabus said. “Our energy dependence jump[s] 
out as one of the biggest vulnerabilities we have today.” 

Mabus, who has held office since 2009, has pledged for 
50 percent of all Department of Navy energy to come from 
alternative sources by 2020. President Barack Obama praised 
these efforts in last Tuesday’s State of the Union address. 

In particular, Mabus focused on the transition to biofuels 
in Navy and Marine Corps vessels and aircraft. When an 
audience member questioned the increase in operation costs 
that would result from using green energy, Mabus said that the 
price of biofuels has already dropped dramatically in recent 
years. 

Beyond the environmental implications, Mabus said that 
Naval commitment to U.S.-grown biofuels could help spur 
American competitiveness in the burgeoning industry. He 
cited the Navy’s purchase of U.S. steel in the early 1900s as a 
crucial step towards creating a robust steel industry. The Navy 

can have a similar effect on green energy by increasing 
demand, he said. 

Mabus also commented on the significance of Harvard’s 
decision to bring back Naval ROTC. The military withdrew 
from campus in 1969 amidst student and faculty protests 
against the Vietnam War. In the last few years, the University 
maintained chilly relations with the military, calling “Don’t 
Ask, Don’t Tell” a violation of its non-discrimination policy. 
In December 2010, Congress repealed DADT, which banned 
gays and lesbians from openly serving in the military. 

Mabus praised the agreement he signed last March with 
University President Drew G. Faust that renewed the Navy’s 
relationship with Harvard. 

“It’s very appropriate that Naval ROTC is back at 
Harvard,” Mabus said. “It’s an oversight that I’m glad has 
been corrected.” 

Mabus also highlighted Harvard’s leadership on the issue, 
mentioning similar steps to bring back ROTC at Yale and 
Columbia in the days after his meeting with Faust. 

At the beginning of the event, Mabus recognized audience 
member Admiral Thomas J. Hudner, Jr., a retired U.S. Navy 
aviator and Medal of Honor recipient for his service during the 
Korean War. 

“I thought it was a great presentation,” Hudner said. 
“Even for a sophisticated group like this, it was very 
edifying.” 

Return to Index 
 

2. New Mexico Tests Its Capabilities During Fellowship 2012 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 31 JAN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Peter D. Lawlor, Chief of Naval Operations Public 
Affairs 

ATLANTIC OCEAN— The crew of the Virginia-class 
USS New Mexico (SSN 779) joined the Royal Navy’s newest 
Astute-class, fast-attack submarine HMS Astute (SSN-20) for 
the Fellowship 2012 exercise where the boats tried to out-
flank, out-maneuver and out-wit each other. 

Chief of Naval Operations (CNO) Adm. Jonathan 
Greenert and First Sea Lord and Chief of the Naval Staff of 
the Royal Navy Adm. Sir Mark Stanhope, both with careers 
that originated in the submarine community, were welcomed 
by their submariner brethren who reveled at the opportunity to 
impress the service chiefs with their operational capabilities 
and four-star hospitality, all while engaging the Royal Navy’s 
newest Astute-class, fast-attack submarine HMS Astute (SSN-
20) as part of the Fellowship 2012 exercise. 

New Mexico’s Commanding Officer Cmdr. George Perez 
said he and his crew were honored to host the two highest 
distinguished naval officers and submariners in the U.S. and 
British fleets. Perez also said from a training standpoint, he 
appreciated the chance to tactically compete with such an 
accomplished and advanced Astute boat and crew. 

“This is a great opportunity for the crew, for the Virginia-
class program, the U.S. Navy, and submarine force to have 
this opportunity to take this boat out against what we in the 
submarine community consider is the best competition out 
there,” Perez said. “The crew has enjoyed every minute of it.” 

Perez said he hopes to do more exercises like Fellowship 
in the future because the value added by performing real time 
tracking, deterrence and attack scenarios cannot be replicated 
to the same level of authenticity by other forms of training. 

Ensign Steven Connell was the junior officer of the watch 
for section one aboard New Mexico during the exercise. 
Connell said the exercise provided him and his shipmates with 
a better appreciation of what they and their boat can do. 

“It let us see our capabilities versus their capabilities and 
it’s a very close match between the two countries,” Connell 
said. 

Sonar Technician (Submarine) 3rd Class Michael Deline, 
assigned to New Mexico’s sonar division, said his division 
was responsible for finding, mapping and tracking the Astute. 
Deline said he was extremely satisfied with the performance 
of New Mexico in her first international operation. 

“The Navy puts in so much research and development 
into its submarines,” Deline said. “And with this submarine, 
most of us from my division have been here since the 
beginning, so we’ve watched the progress of a Virginia-class 
submarine from the ground up.” 

“Having the First Sea Lord and CNO onboard you could 
feel the energy on this boat,” Connell said. “Everyone was real 
excited about this exercise, morale was high, and it was just 
overall a really good thing for both countries.” 
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Connell said he was not surprised that the CNO and First 
Sea Lord attended the exercise. 

“What better time to visit?” Connell said. “These are two 
of the greatest warships in the world right now and we’re both 
going head to head. What better time and place than right now 
to tour these boats and see them first hand?” 

Both Greenert and Stanhope said their presence aboard 
New Mexico and Astute during the exercise was a unilateral 
showing of support and trust between the two long-standing 
allies as well as a poignant emphasis on the importance of the 
continued development of the submarine program. 

Return to Index 
 

3. U.S. Navy, Marines Join Eight Countries For Amphibious Assault Training 
(WVEC ABC NORFOLK 30 JAN 12) ... Carl Leimer 

VIRGINIA BEACH -- The Navy and Marines are 
storming the beaches at Fort Story. 

The exercise is called Bold Alligator 2012, the East 
Coast's largest joint and multinational amphibious assault 
exercise in the past ten years. U.S. units involved are the 
Enterprise Carrier Strike Group, Expeditionary Strike Group 
2, 2d Marine Expeditionary Brigade, Iwo Jima Amphibious 
Ready Group, 24th Marine Expeditionary Unit, Naval 
Expeditionary Combat Command and other ships and units. 
Forces from eight other countries are taking part. 

The Navy says it's meant to revitalize Navy and Marine 
Corps amphibious expeditionary tactics, techniques and 
procedures, and reinvigorate its culture of conducting 
combined Navy and Marine Corps operations from the sea. 

The exercise begins Monday and ends Feb. 12, and will 
take place ashore and off the coasts of Virginia, North 
Carolina and Florida. 

"In today's world, the Navy-Marine Corps team must 
remain capable of gaining access to an operational area, and 
projecting and sustaining a sizable landing force ashore," said 
Lt. General Dennis Hejlik, Commander, MARFORCOM. 

The exercise ends with three large-scale events: an 
amphibious assault at Camp Lejeune, N.C.; an aerial assault 
from the sea into Fort Pickett and an amphibious raid on Fort 
Story. 

View Clip (RT: 1:28) 
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4. Plan Would Protect Jobs Of Military Family Members 
(MSNBC 30 JAN 12) 

The Obama administration has proposed new rules to help 
military families care for service members when they are 
called to active duty or become injured. 

First lady Michelle Obama and Labor Secretary Hilda 
Solis announced the plan, an update to the Family and Medical 
Leave Act, on Monday. 

"Many service members come home stressed, ill or 
injured," Solis said. "They need attention, care and support 
from the people that love them the most. And we've got an 
obligation to help them make that possible." 

The act, first passed in 1993 and revised several times 
since then, entitles workers at covered companies to take 
unpaid leave for specified family and medical reasons without 
fear of losing their job. 

The new proposal would amend the act to let family 
members take up to 12 weeks of leave from work to help a 
service member deployed on short notice. Family caregivers 
could attend military functions, deal with child care issues, or 
update financial affairs. 

It would also give family members up to 26 weeks of 
leave to care for a service member with a serious injury or 
illness. 

The proposal would also extend the leave act for family 
members of veterans for up to five years after leaving the 
military. Currently, the law only covers family members of 
service members on active duty. 

View proposed changes to the Family and Medical Leave 
Act. (PDF) 

View Clip (RT: 25:11) 
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CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
5. Bold Alligator Training Starts Today 
(JACKSONVILLE (NC) DAILY NEWS 30 JAN 12) ... Hope Hodge 

With the end of a decade of ground combat in two wars in 
sight, local Marines are anxious to return to the amphibious 
training and warfare that makes their service branch 
distinctive. 

During the next few weeks, they will have the chance to 
do just that. Bold Alligator 2012, a two-week shipboard 
training exercise, will involve a host of Navy and Marine 
Corps and allied units including 2nd Marine Expeditionary 
Brigade, comprising over 14,000 troops from II Marine 
Expeditionary Force ground, air, and logistics elements. 

The exercise, billed as the largest amphibious endeavor 
since the 1990s, will conclude with a full-scale landing on 
Onslow beach, complete with air assets and a complement of 
amphibious vehicles and equipment. According to organizers, 
it is also the first exercise of this scale ever to blend live and 
synthetic training, with command centers shipboard and on the 
beach reacting to changing mission scenarios and elements 
and deploying real troops and equipment accordingly. 

A Future Operations officer for Lejeune’s 2nd Marine 
Regiment, Maj. Jacob Matt, said units with the MEB, 
including 2nd Battalion, 8th Marines, 3rd Battalion, 2nd 
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Marines, Combat Logistics Regiment 25, and Marine Aircraft 
Group 29 from New River, were now in Norfolk, preparing 
for embarkation early this week. 

The exercise, he said, would center on a forced entry into 
a hostile country launched from the sea, with mandates not to 
intrude on or destroy the nation’s infrastructure. 

Working with Expeditionary Strike Group 2 out of 
Norfolk and about 25 U.S. and Coalition ships in total on the 
exercise, Matt said, would be an unfamiliar experience for 
many of the troops tapped to participate. 

“We’re reinvigorating our culture of conducting those 
exercises from the sea,” he said. “Unfortunately, we’ve had a 
whole generation of Marines who haven’t had the ability to 
train from the sea.” 

But from uprisings in Libya to and earthquake in Haiti, 
Matt said the recent past was replete with examples of the 

significance and continued potential of amphibious operations, 
in combat, peacekeeping, and aid capacities. 

And an exercise of this size and scope, he said, would 
also allow for experimentation with new techniques and 
equipment, in as real-world a context as possible. 

“We do have some limited experimentations that are 
ongoing,” he said. “Those range from different surveillance 
platforms, to putting different aircraft on different ships. Fire 
directions and command-and-control are all being tested with 
the doctrine that we’ve used forever. Every exercise we do, we 
test against our doctrine.” 

Bold Alligator 12 begins today kicks off Jan. 30 and 
continues through Feb. 13. To learn more about the exercise as 
it continues, visit 
Public.navy.mil/usff/ba12/Pages/default.aspx , or follow 
Twitter.com/boldalligator. 
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6. Navy Warfare Development Command Plays Critical Role In Bold Alligator 2012 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 30 JAN 12) ... Navy Warfare Development Command Public Affairs 

NORFOLK -- The Navy Warfare Development 
Command (NWDC) is playing a critical role in planning, 
executing and evaluating Bold Alligator 2012 (BA12) across 
every function of the command and as host facility for key 
components of exercise leadership and staff supporting U.S. 
Fleet Forces Command, beginning Jan. 30. 

BA12, scheduled to run until Feb. 12, is the largest east 
coast amphibious exercise conducted by the Navy and Marine 
Corps in at least the past 10 years. The intent of the exercise is 
to revitalize Navy and Marine Corps amphibious tactics, 
techniques and procedures, and reinvigorate its culture of 
conducting combined operations from the sea at the Marine 
Expeditionary Brigade (MEB)/Expeditionary Strike Group 
(ESG)-level. 

NWDC's state-of-the-art Navy Center for Advanced 
Modeling and Simulation (NCAMS) is the site of the BA12 
Joint Exercise Control Group (JECG) and the Combined Force 
Maritime Component Commander (CFMCC) staff. 

Vice Adm. David H. Buss, deputy commander, U.S. Fleet 
Forces and commander, Task Force 20, who will also serve as 
the CFMCC for the exercise, recently expressed his 
appreciation for NWDC's role in the exercise. "What happens 
here are at NWDC will have a profound impact on the future 
of Navy and Marine Corps interoperability," Buss said. 

As the Navy's forward-leaning command directed to 
develop, test and deliver solutions to the maritime warfighter, 
NWDC's directorates are contributing to BA12 in several 
ways. 

The Modeling and Simulation (M&S) directorate is 
operating the technical infrastructure known as the Navy 
Continuous Training Environment (NCTE) in support of 
BA12, in addition to hosting the JECG, CFMCC and 
significant portions of the controlling organization in 
NCAMS. The M&S directorate also engineered and installed 
voice communications and simulation networks specifically 

designed to support BA12's live, virtual and constructive 
exercise requirements. 

For experimentation, the Allied Command and Control 
experimentation team is providing an updated draft Allied 
Tactical Memorandum (TACMEMO) to the exercise 
participants. NWDC will also be supporting data collection 
efforts to ensure the appropriate capture of observations to 
best inform the final development of this document. Three 
ship riders and other NWDC personnel are capturing the data 
and, upon exercise completion, will distribute a final draft 
TACMEMO to stakeholders. 

BA12 presents an invaluable opportunity for participants, 
observers, and evaluators to directly and rapidly influence the 
doctrine review and development process. NWDC Doctrine 
and Training Integration, has solicited input from BA12 
exercise participants, observers and evaluators for potential 
updates to amphibious operations-related doctrine. 
Additionally, NWDC Doctrine has put together a ready 
reference "electronic bookshelf" of relevant amphibious 
related doctrine for quick reference by BA12 participants and 
watch standers in NCAMS, utilizing its online Navy Doctrine 
Library System (NDLS). 

NWDC is collecting and analyzing many facets of the 
exercise both afloat and ashore to help develop lessons learned 
from BA12 in order to improve the Navy and Marine Corps' 
amphibious capabilities in the future. 

The Navy Warfare Development Command is the Navy's 
conduit between the fleet and its leaders, directed to develop 
coherent, creative and timely solutions to operational 
capability challenges and help move the fleet forward through 
the 21st Century. Its core competencies; concepts, 
experimentation, modeling and simulation, information 
dominance, lessons learned and doctrine, make the command 
the solutions hub to meet the needs of the maritime warfighter 
in a challenging global environment. 

Return to Index 
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7. NECC Participates In Bold Alligator 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 30 JAN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist Seaman Kay Savarese, Navy Expeditionary Combat 
Command Public Affairs 

VIRGINIA BEACH, Va. -- Riverine Group (RIVGRU) 1 
will command the Navy's expeditionary forces for Bold 
Alligator 2012 (BA12), the nation's largest joint forces and 
multinational amphibious exercise on the East Coast, which 
began Jan. 30. 

RIVGRU-1 is part of the Navy Expeditionary Combat 
Command (NECC) that deployed to North Carolina as 
headquarters for the Navy Expeditionary Force (NEF) 
supporting BA12. 

Units from NECC participating include RIVGRU-1, 
Riverine Squadrons (RIVRON), Maritime Civil Affairs Team 
(MCAST), Navy Expeditionary Intelligence Command 
(NEIC), and Expeditionary Training Group (ETG). 

"The NEF represents the first live play on the ground and 
inland waters of North Carolina for Bold Alligator 2012, 
representing the historic flexibility of maritime services," said 
Capt. Christopher Halton, the commodore of RIVGRU-1 and 
commander of NEF. 

The NEF provides command and control necessary to 
integrate NECC into any Navy operation. BA12 provides 
NECC the opportunity to further refine partnerships for 
worldwide Navy support, including joint operations and allied 
forces, extending global partnerships. In the BA12 scenario, 
the NEF deploys to assist a fictitious host nation. 

"The NEF was the first U.S. force placed at the maritime-
ground seam to help the host nation's security forces improve 
their capability and capacity," said Halton. "In addition, the 
NEF is assisting the host nation with countering insurgent 
activity, maintaining or developing goodwill in the local 
populace as well as preparing for the follow-on amphibious 
landing." 

Expeditionary forces operate on or near coastal and 
waterway areas to execute the six core capabilities of the 

Maritime Strategy; forward presence, deterrence, sea control, 
power projection, maritime security and humanitarian 
assistance/disaster response. 

"The NEF is extending the United States' 'Blue Water 
Option' further into the inland waterways and harbors of 
nations who request help," said Halton. "There is no other 
Navy force that can operate from a ship or ashore with equal 
ease and with the same operational capability." 

ETG will assist in directing BA12 and evaluate NECC 
performance to further refine NECC procedures by 
coordinating synthetic training by utilizing realistic actors and 
contractors. Expeditionary forces will operate in at least seven 
different locations throughout the duration of the exercise. 

In addition to NECC, units participating in BA12 include 
the Enterprise Carrier Strike Group (CSG), Expeditionary 
Strike Group (ESG) 2, 2nd Marine Expeditionary Brigade 
(MEB), Iwo Jima Amphibious Ready Group (ARG), 24th 
Marine Expeditionary Unit (MEU), as well as various other 
ships and units. 

BA12 is a live, scenario-driven simulation held off the 
coasts of Virginia, North Carolina, and Florida from Jan. 30 to 
Feb. 12. Its purpose is to revitalize Navy and Marine Corps 
amphibious expeditionary capabilities and to test and 
strengthen the fundamental roles of amphibious operations by 
focusing on force readiness and proficiency. 

Eight countries will join U.S. forces in the exercise, 
allowing American service members and coalition partners the 
opportunity to exercise amphibious operations in a real-world 
environment. 

NECC is a command element and force provider for 
integrated maritime expeditionary missions, serving as a 
single functional command for the Navy's expeditionary 
forces. 
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8. Former First Lady Laura Bush To Speak At USS Texas Ceremony 
(HONOLULU STAR-ADVERTISER 27 JAN 12) 

Former first lady Laura Bush is expected to speak at a 
change of command Wednesday for the submarine USS Texas 
based at Pearl Harbor, the Navy said. 

Cmdr. Andrew Hertel will relieve Cmdr. Robert Roncska 
as commanding officer of Texas. The former first lady, a 
native Texan, is the ship's sponsor, and has known Roncska 
since his time as naval aide to President George W. Bush from 
2006 to 2008, officials said. 

Commissioned Sept. 9, 2006, the $2.7 billion Texas was 
the second Virginia-class attack submarine constructed. The 
state-of-the-art submarine is capable of supporting a multitude 
of missions, including anti-submarine warfare, anti-surface 
ship warfare, naval special warfare involving special 
operations forces, and intelligence, surveillance, and 
reconnaissance. 
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9. Bounty Hunters Maintainers Keep Lincoln's Jets In The Air 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 30 JAN 12) ... Lt. Mitch Cole, Strike Fighter Squadron 2 Public Affairs 

USS ABRAHAM LINCOLN, At Sea -- The Sailors of the 
maintenance department of Strike Fighter Squadron (VFA) 2, 
have kept the squadron's jets in full mission capable status 
throughout the deployment which paid off as they flew 
training operations in the Arabian Gulf Jan. 28, said the 
saquadron's maintenance officer. 

VFA-2, the "Bounty Hunters," is one of nine squadrons in 
Carrier Air Wing (CVW) 2, embarked on USS Abraham 

Lincoln (CVN 72), which as a whole is preparing for flight 
operations in support of Operation Enduring Freedom (OEF) 
in the 5th Fleet area of responsibility (AOR). 

"During the transit, VFA-2's maintenance team continued 
to groom the jets for operations in any area of responsibility to 
support major combat operations by maintaining their assets in 
full mission capable status," said Lt. Cmdr. Rich Silva, the 
squadron's maintenance officer. 
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After the transit to the 5th Fleet AOR, CVW-2 began a 
full cycle of flight days. The maintenance team met new 
challenges with full back-to-back fly days, which put a lot of 
stress on the aircraft. Despite the demands, VFA-2's 
maintenance team worked hard to keep the aircraft in flying 
condition. 

"The entire maintenance department really stepped up 
providing quick turnarounds between flights to address 
maintenance issues discovered in flight," said Senior Chief 
Aviation Machinist's Mate Richard Landweer, the Bounty 
Hunters' Maintenance Control Leading Chief Petty Officer. 

Lincoln and CVW-2 are part of the Abraham Lincoln 
Carrier Strike Group (ALCSG), which also includes the 
guided-missile cruiser USS Cape St. George (CG 71) and 
embarked Destroyer Squadron (DESRON) 9 its ships 
including guided-missile destroyers USS Momsen (DDG 92) 
and USS Sterett (DDG 104). ALCSG is deployed to the 5th 
Fleet AOR conducting maritime security operations, theater 
security cooperation efforts and support missions as part of 
OEF. 

Return to Index 
 

10. Navy Trainees Arrive In Las Cruces Hoping To Earn Their Wings 
(LAS CRUCES (NM) SUN NEWS 30 JAN 12) ... Reyes Mata III 

LAS CRUCES - About two dozen World War II-style 
planes will spend the next two months crisscrossing the Las 
Cruces sky as part of a naval aviation training program 
designed to prepare the newest wave of U.S. Navy and Marine 
aircraft pilots for military operations. 

"We'll go from sunrise to sunset," said Navy Lt. Cmdr. 
Brian O'Donnell, a 39-year-old officer from the small town of 
Bergholz in eastern Ohio, who is in charge of the estimated 
100 pilots training for the gold wings that, if placed on their 
uniform, will distinguish them as naval aviators. 

Navy Training Wing 4 of the Naval Air Station in Corpus 
Christi annually comes to Las Cruces to avoid the town's 
inclement winter weather along the Gulf of Mexico, and to 
take advantage of this town's steady seasonal air, officials 
said. 

This year's aviation training program started Monday and 
ends April 12. 

Tough Training 
"It's a pretty intense, stressful environment. There is so 

much information you need to know," said O'Donnell about 
the task facing aspiring pilots for the next two months. "Flying 
the airplane, plus recalling all the information you have to 
memorize, it's a fairly stressful environment. A lot of people 
just decide they don't want to do it," he said, and added: 
"Anywhere in the program, if they don't want to do it 
anymore, they can say, 'I quit.' It's voluntary." 

'It's Worth Doing' 

Fat chance of that happening, said Priti Bhatnagar, a 27-
year-old Naval aviator in training from Exton, Pa. 

"Everybody here wants to be here," she said. "It's not 
handed to you. You have to work for it. Nobody here expects 
it to be easy. It's a lot of work, but it's worth doing," she said. 

The 30-foot wingspan planes, with the striking WWII-era 
"bubble canopy" over the cockpit, arrived from Corpus Christi 
on Thursday and Friday after a five-hour trip. 

"It's pretty much the first plane they fly," said O'Donnell 
about the rows of 24 aircraft - T-34C's nicknamed "Turbo 
Mentors" - that sat on the asphalt runway of the Las Cruces 
International Airport. 

Every naval aviator now flying a U.S. military aircraft has 
had to go through this same training, said O'Donnell, himself 
an operation Iraqi Freedom veteran who assisted the U.S. 
Army with electronic radio-jamming warfare. 

This two-month phase of aviation training is the "primary 
flight training," he said, and another advanced program awaits 
them before they're considered for the gold wings. 

"If they finish that, they get winged," he said. "Once you 
get your wings, you are a naval aviator." 

In previous years some people in the vicinity of the 
training operation have complained about the aircraft noise. 
But others, including city officials, have stated publicly that 
the Corpus Christi detachment is welcomed because of its 
service to the country and positive economic impact made by 
the military personnel who spend cash in the region. 
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11. Flattop To Visit Jacksonville Today 
USS Enterprise will spend night at Mayport, leave Wednesday 
(FLORIDA TIMES-UNION 30 JAN 12) ... Jeff Brumley 

The USS Enterprise will visit Mayport Naval Station 
Tuesday for an overnight stay, the Navy said. 

The Virginia-based flattop has been off the First Coast for 
weeks participing in naval exercises designed to help it 
prepare for its upcoming and final deployment. 
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12. USS Arleigh Burke Leaves For Deployment 
Destroyer to conduct counter-piracy operations 
(WAVY NBC NORFOLK 30 JAN 12) ... Leanna Caplan 

NORFOLK, Va. - USS Arleigh Burke deployed from 
Naval Station Norfolk Monday to conduct counter-piracy 
operations in the U.S. 5th Fleet area of operations. 

The destroyer returned from her last deployment on 
October 21, 2009, Navy officials said. 

Most recently, she returned to Norfolk on Nov. 9, 2011 
following Joint Warrior 11-2, a series of training exercises in 
Scotland and Mayport, Fla. 

The ship, led by Cmdr. Corey Keniston, is the namesake 
for the first class of destroyers in the world equipped with the 
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AEGIS Weapons System and the first U.S. Navy ship 
designed to incorporate shaping techniques to reduce radar 
detectability and the likelihood of being targeted. 

Navy officials said the ship excels in high-threat areas, 
anti-air, anti-submarine, anti-surface, and strike operations. 

Arleigh Burke was commissioned on July 4, 1991. 
View Clip (RT: 0:20) 

Photo Gallery - Destroyer Arleigh Burke deploys from 
Norfolk 

(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 31 JAN 12) Meredith 
Kruse 

The destroyer Arleigh Burke deployed Monday on a 
counterpiracy mission. 

View Gallery (3 Photos) 
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GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
13. Chinese J-20 Stealth Fighter Advances 
(AVIATION WEEK 30 JAN 12) ... Bill Sweetman 

WASHINGTON - Every indication is that nobody in 
Western intelligence saw the Chengdu J-20 coming. While it 
was known that China was developing a stealthy combat 
aircraft, the J-20 has emerged earlier than expected and 
appears to be more mature than the X‑plane or demonstrator 
that many people anticipated. 

The debut of the J-20 had been predicted in a November 
2009 interview on Chinese television by Gen. He Weirong, 
deputy commander of the People’s Liberation Army Air 
Force. The general said at the time that a “fourth-generation” 
fighter would be flown in 2010-11 and be operational in 2017-
19. 

At least two J-20 prototypes were complete by the time 
the aircraft made its first flight—or at least its first public 
flight—on Jan. 11, 2011. The two aircraft are distinguished by 
the detail design of their exhaust nozzles, leading to 
speculation that one of the aircraft has Russian-supplied AL-
31F engines, of the type fitted to the Chengdu J-10, and the 
other has the Chinese-developed WS-10 engine. 

The J-20 is a big aircraft. Although its overall length 
(around 66 ft.) is not much greater than that of the 62-ft. 
Lockheed Martin F-22, the main structure from nose to 
exhaust nozzles is considerably longer. Like the F-22, it has 
large weapon bays in the lower fuselage and smaller side bays, 
the latter probably dedicated to air-to-air missiles. 

The J-20 echoes the canard configuration of the J-10, but 
with canards level with, and immediately in front of, the wing. 
Two small, canted, all-moving vertical stabilizers are fitted. 
Although no U.S. manned stealth aircraft have flown with 
canards, a tail-first layout was featured by early Joint Strike 
Fighter designs, including Lockheed Martin’s—which the J-20 
resembles—and McDonnell Douglas’ X-36 unmanned 
demonstrator. 

Stealth design features mostly follow Lockheed Martin F-
22 and X-35 practice. A high chine line around the forebody 
continues through the inlets and upper body, and flat, canted 
side surfaces blend into a flat underside via a small-radius 
edge. The canopy shape is also reminiscent of the F-22. The J-
20 uses a diverterless supersonic inlet (DSI)—originally 
developed by Lockheed Martin, DSI technology is now used 

on the J‑10B, JF-17 and (according to one report) the Saab 
Gripen JAS 39E/F. 

The rear-aspect view of the aircraft is not as stealthy, a 
feature also seen on the Sukhoi T-50. This is clearly an 
intentional trade, eliminating the heavy 2D nozzles of the F-
22. In this respect, both the T-50 and J-20 reflect the 
philosophy behind the pre-1986 Advanced Tactical Fighter 
studies that preceded the F-22, based on the theory that a fast, 
high-flying, agile aircraft is relatively immune from rear-
quarter attacks. 

According to a Chinese paper released on the Internet, the 
main goal of the design was to achieve high speed and 
maneuverability with the engines that would be available to 
China in the near future—the AL-31F and WS-10—which do 
not have the same thrust/weight ratio as the latest Western 
engines. This resulted in the selection of a delta wing and 
relatively long body for low supersonic drag, plus large, high-
deflection canards to provide agility. The all-moving vertical 
tails are said to be 40% smaller than conventional fin/rudder 
designs, and accordingly lighter. Supercruise is probably not 
attainable with existing engines, but the design looks capable 
of it, once propulsion technology in China improves. 

In 2012, China-watchers will be monitoring progress with 
the flight-test program and looking for signs of work on the 
many challenging aspects of stealth. A stealth fighter needs 
multispectral, active and passive sensors to detect and track its 
targets, and those sensors need to be fused and managed to 
minimize emissions. Similarly, to operate at maximum 
effectiveness as part of a networked force, stealth aircraft need 
effective low-probability-of-intercept voice and data 
communication systems. These are problems that the U.S. is 
still wrestling with, after 25 years of work. 

There is another, more fundamental question: What is the 
J-20 for? The fighter is large for air combat—but China, 
simply because of geographical factors, doesn’t face an 
adversary fighter force of the kind that the F-22 was designed 
to counter. At the same time, the J-20 weapon bays are not 
large enough for most standoff air-to-surface weapons. One 
possibility is that the J-20 is intended to threaten intelligence, 
surveillance and reconnaissance assets and tankers, by using 
stealth and speed to defeat their escorts. 
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14. 3 Russian Navy Ships Dock In Manila For 3-Day Visit 
(PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 31 JAN 12) ... DJ Yap 

MANILA, Philippines—Three Russian Navy ships 
arrived in Philippine waters on Tuesday morning, including an 
anti-submarine destroyer named “Admiral Panteleyev,” for a 

three-day visit aimed at enhancing ties between the two 
countries, officials said. 
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Only Admiral Panteleyev docked at the South Harbor, 
while the two other ships, “Boris Botuma,” a large sea tanker, 
and “Fotiy Krylov,” a rescue tug, stayed at the anchorage upon 
entering Manila Bay at about 6 a.m., said the Philippine Navy 
spokesperson, Lt. Col. Omar Tonsay. 

Tonsay said BRP Emilio Jacinto received the three ships 
in a “meeting procedure,” an international navy tradition 
involving a host ship meeting and escorting visiting ships to 
the port of call. 

“The visit hopes to strengthen existing friendly relations 
between the two navies through a series of scheduled events 
aimed at enhancing understanding and cooperation,” he said in 
a statement. 

He added that the visit would “promote a joint 
environment aimed at strengthening response measures 
against terrorism, piracy, and transnational crime.” 

In a phone interview, Tonsay quickly deflected 
suggestions that the Russians’ visit might have any connection 
to tensions over disputed territories in the West Philippine Sea 
(or South China Sea) claimed by countries including the 
Philippines and Russia’s next door neighbor China. 

“We have an existing memorandum of agreement 
between the Department of National Defense and the Ministry 
of Defense of the Russian Federation on the exchange of 
defense and military delegations dated December 2009,” he 
said. 

Navy Capt. Omar Anicete, director of the Naval 
Operations Center, welcomed Captain I Rank Nikolay 
Saprikin, the senior commanding officer on the cruise of the 
Russian Navy. 

On Feb. 1, half of the Russian crew will tour historical 
sites in Manila while the other half will participate in a 
friendly football match at the Bonifacio Naval Station football 
field with Philippine Navy football players in the morning. 

In the afternoon, the Russians will pay a courtesy call on 
Manila Mayor Alfredo Lim. 

On Feb. 2, there will be a shipboard tour of the Russian 
ships docked at Pier 15. The visiting navy ships will depart in 
the morning of the following day following a send-off 
ceremony. 
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15. 14 Countries To Join India In Naval Exercise 
(ECONOMIC TIMES (INDIA) 30 JAN 12) 

NEW DELHI - Aiming to strengthen cooperation among 
the navies in the region, Indian Navy will host 14 of its 
counterparts from South East Asia, Asia-Pacific and Indian 
Ocean Region (IOR) for the eighth edition of the Milan 
exercise in Andaman and Nicobar Islands starting Wednesday. 

The five-day exercise will see the participation of 
Seychelles and Mauritius for the first time in the event where 
nine countries, including India, will field their warships, Navy 
officials said here. 

During the exercise, the Navies will aim to enhance their 
inter-operability and the Standard Operating Procedures 
(SOPs) in case there is a need to operate together in the event 
of a natural disaster or a tsunami-like situation, they said. 

14 countries, including Australia, Bangladesh, Myanmar, 
Brunei, Malaysia, Maldives, Indonesia, Sri Lanka, Thailand, 
Singapore along with the two newcomers will take part in this 
exercise, they said. 

Of the 13 participants who came last year, only Vietnam 
would be missing this year. 

A seminar with the theme 'Capacity-building through 
mutual cooperation' would also be held during the fiveday 
event. 

From the Indian side, the Andaman and Nicobar 
Command (ANC) will be the host for the event and will field 
its various warships, including INS Kesari fleet tanker. 

The first Milan exercise was held in 1995 and since then 
has been held after every two years except 2011 and 2005. 
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16. Israel Sees Narrowing Window For Attack On Iran 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 30 JAN 12) ... Amy Teibel 

JERUSALEM — Officials are quietly conceding that new 
international sanctions targeting Iran's suspect nuclear 
program, while welcome, are further constraining Israel's 
ability to take military action — just as a window of 
opportunity is closing because Tehran is moving more of its 
installations underground. 

The officials say that Israel must act by the summer if it 
wants to effectively attack Iran's program. 

A key question in the debate is how much damage Israel, 
or anyone else, can inflict, and whether it would be worth the 
risk of a possible counterstrike. 

Israel has been a leading voice in the international calls to 
curb Iran's nuclear program. Like the West, it believes the 
Iranians are moving toward nuclear weapons capability — a 
charge Tehran denies. 

Israel contends a nuclear-armed Iran would threaten its 
survival, citing Tehran's calls for the destruction of the Jewish 
state and its support for anti-Israel militant groups. It also fears 

an Iranian bomb would touch off a nuclear arms race in a 
region still largely hostile to Israel. 

Israeli leaders say they prefer a diplomatic solution. But 
— skeptical of international resolve — Israel refuses to rule 
out the use of force, saying frequently that "all options are on 
the table." 

In comments Friday to the World Economic Forum in 
Davos, Switzerland, Israeli Defense Minister Ehud Barak 
called for even tougher sanctions against Iran and said time 
was running out for the world to act. 

"We are determined to prevent Iran from turning nuclear," 
he said. "It seems to us to be urgent, because the Iranians are 
deliberately drifting into what we call an immunity zone 
where practically no surgical operation could block them." 

Returning Monday to Israel, Barak added: "We must not 
waste time on this matter; the Iranians continue to advance 
(toward nuclear weapons), identifying every crack and 
squeezing through. Time is urgently running out." 
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Key Israeli defense officials believe that the time to strike, 
if such a decision is made, would have to be by the middle of 
this year. 

Complicating the task is the assessment that Iran is 
stepping up efforts to move its work on enriching uranium — 
a critical component of bombmaking — deep underground. 
Iran's enrichment site at Fordo near the Iranian city of Qom, 
for instance, is shielded by about 300 feet (90 meters) of rock. 

A team of U.N. nuclear inspectors, including senior 
weapons experts, is in Iran this week, and the findings from 
the visit could greatly influence Western efforts to expand 
economic pressures on Tehran over its uranium enrichment. 

The European Union this month decided to stop importing 
oil from Iran — just weeks after the U.S. approved, but has yet 
to enact, new sanctions targeting Iran's Central Bank and, by 
extension, its ability to sell its oil. 

Several officials at the heart of the decision-making 
structure, speaking on condition of anonymity because they 
were discussing some of Israel's deepest secrets, said they feel 
compelled to give the sanctions time. 

In this way, somewhat paradoxically, the new economic 
sanctions the U.S. and Europe are imposing — while meeting 
a repeated Israeli request — have emerged as an obstacle to 
military action. 

An Israeli strike would risk shattering the U.S.-led 
diplomatic front that has imposed four additional rounds of 
sanctions on Iran and jolt the shaky world economy by 
causing oil prices to spike. Still, officials say, if Israel feels no 
alternative but to take military action, it will do so. 

Israel possesses dozens of F-16s and F-15s, some 
customized with long-range fuel tanks, and has bought 
additional Dolphin submarines from Germany capable of 
firing nuclear missiles. 

It introduced a fleet of huge pilotless planes known as 
Heron TPs that can reach the Persian Gulf, provide 
surveillance and be used for aerial refueling — likely a critical 
aspect of any Iran mission. One of the Herons, which are the 
size of Boeing 737s, crashed during a test flight Sunday. 

The U.S. has sold Israel dozens of 100 GBU-28 laser-
guided "bunker-buster" bombs. The 2.5-ton bombs are capable 
of penetrating more than 20 feet (6 meters) of solid concrete. 

It's not clear how much damage the bunker-busters could 
actually do. Iran's main enrichment site at Natanz is believed 
to be about 25 feet (6 meters) underground and protected by 
two concrete walls. 

U.S. Defense Secretary Leon Panetta told The Wall Street 
Journal last week that even more sophisticated U.S. bunker-
busters aren't powerful enough to penetrate all of Iran's 
defenses. 

While the rewards of an attack are uncertain, the risks are 
great. 

Many believe Iran would likely unleash its large arsenal 
of missiles capable of striking Israel — and its local proxies, 
Hezbollah to Israel's north and Hamas to the south, possess 
tens of thousands of short-range rockets and missiles. 
American soldiers in the Persian Gulf might come under fire. 
Islamist backers of Iran could target civilians all over the 
world. 

The prospect of a new conflagration in the Mideast is one 
reason cited by some influential Israeli figures, like recently 

retired spy chief Meir Dagan, when arguing against an Israeli 
military attack. 

But that view is beginning to be challenged. In a radio 
interview several weeks ago, Barak played down the risk of 
Iranian missiles, saying casualties would be limited. 

Perhaps the biggest factor in the Israeli thinking is how 
much damage an airstrike could even cause. 

"What will tip the scales in favor or against an attack is 
whether we will really be able to do inflict serious damage," 
said Yiftah Shapir, an expert in nuclear arms proliferation at 
Tel Aviv University. "That will be more important than 
whether we are ready to absorb (the casualties) of an attack." 

"If you are talking about the use of power against Iran, 
any kind of power, and create any damage over there, yes, it 
can be done," a senior Israeli military official told The 
Associated Press, speaking on condition of anonymity under 
military guidelines. 

Israel has a history of taking action against perceived 
nuclear threats. In 1981, it destroyed an unfinished Iraqi 
nuclear reactor, and in 2007, it struck what is believed to be a 
nuclear reactor in Syria. 

An Iranian mission would be far more complicated. 
Israeli officials believe the Iranian nuclear program is so 

far advanced that any attack would delay it by two to three 
years at best, but not destroy it. 

And unlike the Iraqi and Syrian targets, Iran has spread 
out its nuclear targets across the country and buried the 
installations deep underground. This has created a huge 
logistical challenge. 

"It's a very advanced program with many facilities, some 
very large and some very fortified. To destroy them you need 
a series of massive assaults for two to three weeks, a month, 
something like that," Shapir said. 

A one-time surgical strike, the most likely attack by 
Israel, "can't do more than politically declare that we aren't 
willing to tolerate" a nuclear Iran, Shapir said. 

That has raised speculation that Israel's veiled threats are 
no more than attempts to get Iran to back down. 

Israeli warplanes would have to travel 1,000 miles (1,600 
kilometers) to reach Tehran. This would mean crossing 
through potentially hostile Arab airspace and could require 
warplanes to refuel along the way, a time-consuming process 
that could leave aircraft vulnerable. 

There are other options. Israel has been widely blamed for 
a computer virus that attacked Iranian centrifuges, 
sophisticated equipment needed to enrich uranium, as well as 
the mysterious assassinations of Iranian nuclear scientists. 
Israel has never confirmed involvement, and Israeli 
cyberexperts say such activities are unlikely to deliver the 
program a major blow. 

Israeli officials have also floated other scenarios, such as 
crippling Iranian ports or oil fields. 

Israel clearly prefers the U.S. to lead any military 
operation against Iran, in which case Israel would presumably 
commit, as it did in the 1991 Gulf War, to act in coordination 
with the U.S. and operate missile defense systems. 

Israeli defense officials estimate that because of its 
superior firepower, the U.S. could wait until next year and still 
have the capability to act. 

U.S. military and political officials have spoken out in the 
past against an Israeli attack. Israeli defense officials say they 
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haven't committed to giving the U.S. significant notice of an 
Israeli airstrike. 

But the U.S. and Israel are working together on projects to 
improve combat jet range, communications and refueling. 

They also share intelligence reports and are jointly developing 
missile defense systems. 
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17. U.S. Moves Ahead With Military Sales To Bahrain 
U.S. Sale Of Some Military Items to Bahrain Draws Congressional Opposition 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 30 JAN 12) ... Donna Cassata 

WASHINGTON — The United States is selling some 
military equipment to Bahrain as it walks a fine line between 
pushing the Sunni monarchy to open talks with the opposition 
while proceeding cautiously with a strategic ally to counter 
Iran. 

The sale of an undisclosed amount of spare parts and 
equipment has drawn opposition from some in Congress who 
argue that it sends the wrong signal about the U.S. 
commitment to human rights. The State Department said late 
Friday that the equipment is for Bahrain’s external defense 
and support for the U.S. Navy’s 5th Fleet, which is based in 
the country. 

“This isn’t a new sale nor are we using a legal loophole,” 
the department said. “The items that we briefed to Congress 
were notified and cleared by the Hill previously or are not 
large enough to require congressional notification.” 

The administration said it is maintaining its “pause on 
most security assistance for Bahrain pending further progress 
on reform.” 

It was almost a year ago that Bahrain’s Shiite majority 
demanded greater rights from the 200-year-old ruling Sunni 
dynasty. More than 35 people have died in the unrest that 
Bahrain leaders claim Iran has encouraged. 

The United States sees its allies in the Persian Gulf region 
as particularly crucial after Iran warned it might use military 
force to close the Strait of Hormuz at the mouth of the gulf in 
response to international economic sanctions. 

Sen. Ron Wyden, D-Ore., and Rep. Jim McGovern, D-
Mass., collected signatures from lawmakers on a letter they 
plan to send to Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton 
later this week expressing their opposition to the 
administration’s moves. They argue that Bahrain is still 
violating human rights and using excessive force to crack 
down on protests. 

“Small steps deserve small rewards,” the two wrote. “In 
the case of Bahrain, any military equipment is a big reward 
and will be viewed as such by other governments and the 
people of Bahrain. The incentives are simply wrong.” 
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18. Australia's Navy Told To Be More Visible Near Resource Projects 
(REUTERS 30 JAN 12) ... James Grubel 

CANBERRA - Defense planners urged Australia's 
military on Monday to maintain a stronger presence in the 
country's north and northwest to guard the booming resource 
industry and be better placed to respond to challenges from 
Asia and the Indian Ocean. 

An interim report of Australia's defense posture review 
said 

a more visible military presence could counter 
perceptions that offshore oil and gas projects could be easy 
targets. 

The recommendation could see more navy exercises and 
new amphibious assault ships off the northwest coast, home to 
the iron ore industry and around A$200 billion ($212 billion) 
worth of liquefied natural gas projects, and a stronger navy 
presence around the coal and gas-rich Queensland state. ($1 = 
0.9409 Australian dollars) 

"The review makes the point that there is a perception in 
the north and north west of Australia of a lack of visibility, 
which undermines the notion of the defend Australia policy," 
Defence Minister Stephen Smith told reporters. 

Smith set up the posture review last June and will receive 
its final report in March. Final decisions will be made with a 
wider review of the nation's defense strategy to 2030. 

The United States, Australia's top strategic ally, also plans 
to increase its Asia Pacific presence and U.S. President Barack 
Obama has announced plans to position 2,500 marines in a de 
facto base in northern Australia. 

China is also expanding its military and modernizing its 
navy, moves that have alarmed other countries in the region, 

especially Taiwan and Japan, while India is building a blue-
water navy to extend its strategic reach. 

The Philippines is considering a U.S. proposal to deploy 
surveillance aircraft temporarily to enhance its ability to guard 
disputed areas in the South China Sea. 

The posture review said that sea remained a potential 
flashpoint, while the risk of a major conflict on the Korean 
peninsula posed significant regional security challenges. 

"Securing sea lines of communication and energy supplies 
will be a strategic driver for both competition and cooperation 
in the Indian Ocean region to 2030, and Australia's defense 
posture will need to place greater emphasis on the Indian 
Ocean," the review said. 

Terrorist Attacks 
But it said the likelihood of a direct military attack on 

Australia remained remote and Australia's resource and energy 
assets were unlikely to face threats from specific states. 

"The potential for terrorist attacks against oil, gas and 
other resource industry infrastructure in the North West is also 
an important consideration, but the level of vulnerability to 
such attacks can be exaggerated," it said. 

Offshore oil and gas projects, it said, would not be easy to 
access. 

The resource state of Western Australia has a major navy 
base near the capital Perth, and is home to the elite Special Air 
Service forces, but there are no major military bases in the 
state's north, facing Asia. 
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The review said industry had expressed concern that the 
current presence in northern Western Australia was not in line 
with the importance of the resource sector to the economy. 

The region includes the Gorgon oil and gas fields, 
operated by Chevron, Woodside's northwest shelf oil and gas 
fields, the Browse basin targeted by Royal Dutch Shell and 
Woodside's Sunrise oil and gas fields. 

The review said Pilbara region alone provided 29 percent 
of merchandise exports and 60 percent of exports to China. 

It said Australia should consider more navy exercises in 
the region, including the use of army landing forces, and more 
simulated war games. The navy should also seek more access 

to commercial ports at Exmouth, Dampier, Port Hedland and 
Broome. 

In Queensland, the report said Australia should consider 
basing more large ships and submarines in Brisbane to ease 
pressures on the main eastern fleet base in Sydney. 

Australia is considering building up to 12 new long-range 
submarines and has committed $7.6 billion for three powerful 
air warfare destroyers, due in service from 2015. 

Australia is also aiming to buy 100 Lockheed Martin F-35 
Joint Strike Fighters, to complement the fleet of F/A-18 
Hornets and Super Hornets, based in Queensland, New South 
Wales and the remote Northern Territory. 
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19. Navy Set To Be More Capable Than Ever 
(AUSTRALIAN ASSOCIATED PRESS 31 JAN 12) ... Max Blenkin 

New warships will give Australia's navy more capability 
than ever before, with some help from the U.S. Marines, 
Defence Minister Stephen Smith says. 

Speaking at the navy's Sea Power Conference in Sydney, 
Mr. Smith noted the navy was set to acquire two new landing 
helicopter dock (LHD) ships, their largest vessels ever, three 
advanced air warfare destroyers and 12 next generation 
submarines. 

As well, the navy's eight Anzac frigates were being 
upgraded with new radars and missile defences while 24 new 
Seahawk helicopters would give warships a greatly enhanced 
combat capability. 

"In the coming years we will see Australia's Navy reach a 
level of capability it never previously contemplated," Mr. 
Smith said on Tuesday. 

"A strong, capable and versatile Navy able to undertake 
the full spectrum of operations is a key element of any 
maritime nation's strategic planning." 

Mr. Smith said the hull of the first of two LHDs would 
arrive in Melbourne arrive from Spain for fitout later this year. 

He said each 28,000-ton LHD was capable of carrying a 
combined armed battlegroup of more than 1100 personnel, 
100 armoured vehicles and 12 helicopters, as well as a 40-bed 
hospital. 

"The introduction into service of these ships will mark a 
significant change in the way the Australian Defence Force 

(ADF) deploys its land forces and conducts amphibious 
operations," he said. 

As well, the army has launched Plan Beersheba to 
restructure its forces into a form better able to deal with future 
challenges. 

As part of that, the Townsville-based 2nd Battalion 
(2RAR) will form the core of a new amphibious force, able to 
deploy into the region to conduct military or relief operations. 

It's there the U.S. can help. 
Under the plan for increased military cooperation 

announced during the visit of United States President Barack 
Obama in November, U.S. forces will train for six months at a 
time in northern Australia. 

Mr. Smith said the initial deployment would consist of a 
small liaison element and a company of 250 U.S. Marines, 
expanding over the next five to six years years to a full Marine 
Air Ground Task Force of 2,500. 

"The increased training and exercising with the U.S. 
Marines will be an important opportunity for the ADF to build 
and refine its amphibious capability as the LHDs come on line 
and as the ADF implements Plan Beersheba," he said. 

Mr. Smith said the government was still examining 
another part of the plan announced during the Obama visit, the 
possibility of increased U.S. access to Australia's Indian 
Ocean port, HMAS Stirling. 
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PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
20. Plan Would Let Caregivers Take More Job Leave 
(NAVY TIMES 30 JAN 12) ... Patricia Kime 

The Obama administration announced a proposal Monday 
to expand the Family and Medical Leave Act to provide better 
coverage for those who care for injured or ill veterans. 

Labor Secretary Hilda Solis said the changes would allow 
eligible caregivers to take up to 26 work weeks of job-
protected, unpaid leave to care for seriously wounded or 
injured veterans for up to five years after they leave the 
military. 

The rules also would broaden exigency leave — an 
allowable absence of up to 12 work weeks by an active-duty 
family member for reasons related to a service member’s 
deployment, such as attending military-sponsored functions 
and making child care and financial arrangements. 

The 26 weeks of leave are now available only to families 
of active-duty personnel and the exigency leave only to 
National Guard and Reserve families. 

The Family and Medical Leave Act, enacted in 1993, 
grants leave for up to 12 work weeks within a 12-month 
period for employees who have a baby or adopt, have a 
serious illness, or must care for an ill or injured family 
member. 

It was expanded in 2008 to provide broader and longer 
coverage for military families. The latest changes will help 
even more military families, first lady Michelle Obama said at 
the announcement. 
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The law defines “caregivers” as spouses, children or 
parents or next of kin of an eligible service member or veteran 
with a serious injury or illness. It applies to private-sector 
employers with 50 or more employees, as well as public 
agencies including schools, for full-time employees with at 
least a year on the job. 

On hand to support the announcement were the Joint 
Chiefs, the service secretaries and a number of wounded 
service members and their families. 

Geri Darlington, mother of Army Spc. James Darlington, 
21, said she left her customer service job in Milton, Del., to 
care for her son after he was injured in a rocket-propelled 
grenade attack. 

She initially took a leave of absence but eventually had to 
choose between supporting her son and working. “It wasn’t 
enough time,” she said, “I think this is a great opportunity for 
families to spend more time taking care of their soldiers.” 

Other service members’ families said they welcomed the 
changes but expressed hope that the proposals were simply the 
start of a dialogue for broader change. 

Sarah Wade, 36, of Chapel Hill, N.C., has been unable to 
work full time since her husband, Ted, was injured by a 
roadside bomb in 2004. He lost his right arm and suffered a 
traumatic brain injury. 

She said she is starting to see a change in his health, 
mainly as a result of degenerative conditions related to his 
injuries, which will continue to affect her ability to hold a job. 

“My hope is that this announcement today will be the start 
of a discussion on long-term help for military families. So 
many issues need to be raised,” she said. 

View proposed changes to the Family and Medical Leave 
Act. (PDF) 

View Clip (RT: 25:11) 
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21. Clingan Tapped For 4th Star, 6th Fleet Job 
(NAVY TIMES 30 JAN 12) ... Sam Fellman 

Defense Secretary Leon Panetta announced the 
nomination of a new 6th Fleet commander in a statement 
Monday. 

Vice Adm. Bruce Clingan — deputy chief of naval 
operations for operations, plans and strategy — was 
nominated by the president to head the Naples, Italy-based 6th 
Fleet, a position that rates a fourth star. If confirmed by the 
Senate, Clingan would command Naval Forces Europe, Naval 
Forces Africa and Allied Joint Forces Command. 

Clingan, a University of Washington graduate, joined the 
Navy in 1977 through Reserve Officers Training Corps. He 

served as an F-14 Tomcat flight instructor and, over his 35-
year career, commanded Fighter Squadron 11, aircraft carrier 
Carl Vinson, and later the Carl Vinson Strike Group, 
according to his official bio. 

He has prior Mediterranean experience, including as the 
No. 2 at Naval Forces Europe and Naval Forces Africa. 

The officer he has been named to relieve, Adm. Samuel 
Locklear, was nominated in December to head Pacific 
Command. 
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22. USS Whidbey Island Welcomes Fleet And Family Support Prior To Return To Homeport 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 30 JAN 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Desiree D. Green, USS Whidbey Island Public 
Affairs 

USS WHIDBEY ISLAND, Atlantic Ocean -- Deployed 
Sailors aboard the amphibious dock landing ship USS 
Whidbey Island (LSD 41) welcomed representatives from 
Fleet and Family Support Center (FFSC) Joint Expeditionary 
Base Little Creek-Fort Story, Jan. 26-30. 

FFSC representatives conducted several classes over the 
three-day period to assist in the smooth transition from life 
afloat to life ashore to a crew that has been underway for 
nearly a year. 

"Seeing the Fleet and Family representatives brings the 
end of deployment into focus for our Sailors," said Whidbey 
Island Command Master Chief (SW/AW) Kevin Goodrich. 
"After ten and a half months of operational stress and mission 
focus, they are finally given the opportunity and the vehicle to 
start shifting their thoughts to the return and reunion they are 
about to enjoy. They are very excited to see civilians with 
news from home; and the enthusiasm Susan and Linda bring is 
infectious." 

Both retired Navy chiefs, representatives Linda Wilkinson 
and Susan Presnell educated Sailors over a three day period 
offering both group and one-on-one information sessions. The 
classes included reunion and intimacy, returning single 
Sailors, returning to children, single parenting, new parents 
and money management. 

"We are here to provide programs that ease the integration 
for both the Sailor and their family members," explained 
Wilkinson. "We offer programs, information, and referral 
services for self-improvement, counseling, parenting and 
money matters for the children and all the way up. Our job is 
to assist the military family in whatever they may need." 

Several Whidbey Island service members who attended 
the briefs agreed that Wilkinson and Presnell were beneficial 
not only because they provided valuable transitional 
information, but also because of their personal experiences as 
former service members. 

"They have made me so much more comfortable with 
going home," said Operations Specialist 2nd Class (SW/AW) 
Jody Miller, who attended several of the briefs offered. "I 
could definitely tell they were prior enlisted. The information 
that they put out was very helpful and they were really 
understanding of our situation and current state of mind." 

Wilkinson agrees that her military background gives her 
insight on how to approach personnel. 

"I have a deep passion for this. I love working with 
service members," said Wilkinson. "Having both been prior 
enlisted; I believe it makes us more sensitive and able to relate 
to what they are going through. I feel like if I can help them 
help themselves, it improves their quality of life, their careers, 
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their home lives. They are taken care of and that will improve 
their lives and ultimately, mission readiness." 

Many members of the crew agree that after a deployment 
of this length, outreach from FFSC is important. 

"It's good that they came," said Hull Technician Fireman 
Preston Myatt. "We've been gone so long that for many of us, 
we need a little bit of help and encouragement being 
reintroduced to society and our families. I learned a lot and I 
felt like we could really be ourselves when discussing how we 
were feeling." 

"I think that it's very important that these services are 
provided to Sailors during deployment. It gives us an idea of 
what to expect and how things may have changed," said 
Miller. "My favorite brief was on reunion and intimacy. It 
covered almost everything and they used skits to re-enact real 
life situations that we may encounter after our return." 

In addition, representatives held briefs on everything from 
purchasing a new vehicle in Hampton Roads, Va., to current 
state laws. They also held a baby shower for the new fathers 
on board. 

"It was really special besides being very informative," 
said Logistics Specialist Seaman Aaron Perry. "I learned a lot 
of things that I didn't know. I was extremely nervous, but I left 
the shower feeling much better about handling the challenge 
of being a first-time dad. I am so thankful that the ship and the 
representatives cared enough to do that for us." 

In total, FFSC representatives held more than 10 classes 
over a three-day period. 

"Fleet and Family Support Centers play a vital role in the 
Navy by ensuring Sailors and their families have access to the 
resources necessary to maintain the highest state of personal 
and family readiness," said Goodrich. "In addition to the seven 

briefs they offer to returning ships, they offer briefs to the 
families of returning Sailors and work closely in a supporting 
capacity with our Ombudsman and Family Readiness 
Groups." 

Neither Presnell nor Wilkinson had worked with a crew 
deployed for this length of time, and were impressed with the 
crew's continuing morale. 

"The crew has been phenomenal," said Presnell. "From 
the moment we stepped foot on deck, they made us feel like 
family. I was expecting some low morale but everyone is in 
really good spirits. I don't know if it's because they are headed 
home, but I think it's just an amazing crew." 

"We didn't really have to change our approach. The crew 
has really handled this deployment very well and adapted. 
They were great," Wilkinson added. 

Though many crew members were grateful for having 
FFSC provide these resources, Presnell and Wilkinson were 
equally grateful for the opportunity to assist them. 

"I am truly humbled to be here," said Presnell. "This crew 
has done essentially two deployments back to back. I have a 
ton of respect and I am very grateful for their service. They 
have been standing the watch for almost an entire year while 
we have been at home with our families. I am excited for them 
to return home and I know I speak for both of us when I say 
that we are glad to have been here to share in their happiness 
as they finally make their way home to their friends and 
family. They truly deserve it." 

Whidbey Island deployed March 23, 2011 as part of the 
Bataan Amphibious Ready Group. The Whidbey Island has 
spent the past ten and a half months supporting maritime 
security operations and theater security cooperation efforts in 
the U.S. 5th and 6th Fleet area of responsibility. 
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23. NCIS Cold Case Squad Never Forgets Victims 
(NAVY TIMES 29 JAN 12) ... William H. McMichael 

The case was cold. Ice cold. 
Some time during the overnight hours of March 25, 1982, 

23-year-old sailor Pamela Ann Kimbrue disappeared while on 
duty as a message courier at Naval Station Norfolk, Va. The 
next morning she was found, her hands bound and her body 
seat-belted into the back seat of a car that was pulled out of 
adjacent Willoughby Bay. 

Kimbrue had been beaten with a soda bottle, but the cause 
of death was drowning. She’d also been raped. Investigators 
found a smudged fingerprint and some body hair, and 
recovered a semen sample. The now-common comparison of 
DNA samples to match such evidence with a suspect was four 
years from coming into practice. About 800 people were 
interviewed over the next two months, but none bore fruit. 

In early 1995, the Naval Criminal Investigative Service 
formed its Cold Case Homicide Unit, the nation’s first on the 
federal level. Within a few months, its agents were re-
examining the Kimbrue case. An initial suspect, Richard 
Whittle, emerged as a strong possibility. DNA testing was 
now a reality, and a plan to snag a sample from Whittle, also a 
sailor, was hatched. 

A female agent posing as a door-to-door canvasser went 
to Whittle’s Burbank, Calif., home the following spring. When 
he came to the door, she asked him a few questions about his 

shopping preferences, placed his answers in an envelope and 
asked him to seal it to ensure the integrity of the “survey.” 

He licked it and, like others in the neighborhood, was 
given a dollar for his trouble. The DNA taken from the 
envelope was a circumstantial match, meaning he couldn’t be 
eliminated as a possible source of the semen. In June, agents 
met Whittle at a nearby hotel, got him talking and outlined 
their version of events. He confessed, pleaded guilty and is 
serving two life sentences for Kimbrue’s murder. 

“It was a great case,” said Mike Keleher, NCIS’s division 
chief of Criminal Investigations, Violent Crime and Cold Case 
Homicide and an original member of the CCHU. “It 
highlighted the amount of imagination that we get to bring to a 
cold-case approach.” 

One measure of the unit’s success is the 62 cases solved 
over nearly 18 years of work. Yet another is the respect 
accorded the unit by civilian law enforcement agencies; the 
CCHU is regularly asked to conduct training at law 
enforcement seminars for both state and federal agencies. 

Success also bred imitation in the form of the Hollywood 
treatment; “NCIS” and a spinoff show are two of the top-rated 
dramas on network TV. Mike Sullivan, program manager for 
the CCHU, said the popular show mirrors the daily routine 
within the unit. 
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“It’s same-same — there’s no change,” he says, deadpan 
— before breaking out in laughter. 

“I used to tell people, in every show, there’s a nugget of 
reality in there somewhere,” Keleher said. “And I was always 
surprised to see those show up.” 

A retired NCIS agent has advised the show “from Day 
One,” Keleher said. “Sometimes they go his way, and other 
times they say, ‘We have to make a television show.’ … But 
we like to watch the show, and most of us have met many of 
the character actors. They’re very nice people, and very 
appreciative of what we do in the real world.” 

The CCHU began life with 24 full-time special agents. 
That total has shrunk to eight, scattered around the U.S. — 
just a fraction of the agency’s 1,100 agents. 

“We had to downsize a bit” after 9/11, said Sullivan, 
noting the changes in overall Navy security requirements 
launched by the terrorist attacks. “But we’re still up and 
running and have had some very good successes.” 

There have been times in the past where the unit felt 
pressure to produce results, Sullivan said, a “what-have-you-
done-for-me-lately” attitude. That’s not the case now, he said, 
but it’s understandable. 

“This stuff is an ebb-and-flow thing,” Sullivan said. 
“We’ll be investigating cases and not closing anything, and 
then all of a sudden … in a period of six months [ending] 
about four months back, we closed four homicides... And 
that’s just the nature of the business.” 

“It’s a long-term commitment,” Keleher said. “And 
everybody up the chain, to include the director and the deputy 
director, they’re all for it... They understand the whole cold-
case concept. They understand that it takes time... We’re not 
getting pressure from outside sources, or above.” 

‘It’s not easy’ 
Although the unit is relatively small, agents can draw 

upon the entire pallet of NCIS capabilities, from forensic 
consultants to psychologists and criminal analysts — as well 
as other local agents. 

“We use everything we’ve got,” Keleher said. Cases are 
selected using a “triage” system; outside investigators 
sometimes bring cases to CCHU’s attention, Sullivan said. 

NCIS, which investigates Navy felonies, is heavily 
involved in criminal cases that come through the naval justice 
system. But that’s a rarity for the CCHU, whose cases 
typically end up in civilian court because most of the suspects 
it chases are long gone from the Navy. 

It’s challenging work, Keleher said. 
“The standard of evidence is the same,” he said. “The 

problem is, these cases went unsolved for many, many years... 
Witnesses are always an issue; over the passage of time, their 
memories may have faded. Some of them don’t lead very good 
lives and … drugs and alcohol have taken their toll. They may 
be dead. And we’re having to work with recorded documents 
made years before. And any prosecutor who takes on a murder 
wants to win. 

“We acknowledge that it’s not easy,” Keleher said. “If it 
was easy, it’d have been done years ago.” 

Agents keep three basic concepts in mind as they go about 
their work, Keleher said. Relationships change over time — a 
former friend or ex-wife may decide to cooperate. New 
science and forensics are always being developed, such as the 
newfound ability to develop a DNA profile from shed skin 
cells, known as “touch DNA.” Finally, it’s often true that the 
solution to the cold case is already in the file, and all that’s 
needed is a fresh set of eyes. 

“It’s 100 percent accurate,” said Keleher, who borrowed 
the concept from the Miami-Dade County Police, which is 
credited with inventing the cold-case concept in the early 
1980s. The perpetrator, Keleher said, “may not have been a 
suspect; they might have been a witness; they might have been 
a neighbor; but they’re in there somewhere... Your suspect is 
part of the surrounding environment. It’s just, you might not 
have seen them as such back in the day.” 

Sullivan pointed back to the Kimbrue case. 
“The new agent that was looking at the case noticed that 

the suspect was checking in [at] his workplace, the same as 
our victim’s workplace, on [his] days off,” he said. “I don’t 
know about you, but we don’t do that. But no one had noticed 
that before. So that analytical piece started the ball rolling to 
start looking at Whittle... It was there all the time.” 
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FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
24. U.S. Navy Plans 'Great Green' Biofuels Fleet 
A U.S. Navy plan to have half its fleet running on alternative fuels by the end of the decade may provide a 
boost to Australian producers. 
(AUSTRALIAN BROADCASTING CORPORATION 31 JAN 12) ... Conor Duffy 

U.S. Navy officials are expected to outline the plans - 
which include sourcing fuel from Australian producers - at an 
international conference on biofuels and shipping in Sydney 
today. 

Part of the plan includes having an entire fleet of warships 
- dubbed the "Great Green Fleet" - running on biofuels by 
2016. 

The deputy assistant secretary of energy for the U.S. 
Navy, Tom Hicks, says alternative fuels have already powered 
some of the world's most advanced engines in some of the 
most challenging situations. 

"We've tested [alternative fuels] in all of our manned and 
unmanned aircraft and we're going through the process and 
completing the testing of all of our surface vessels," he said. 

"To that end, you have some of the most sophisticated 
defence platforms in the world - specifically the F-18 Hornet 
which has gone Mach 1.7 times the speed of sound." 

Mr. Hicks is in Australia for the maritime fuels 
conference hosted by the U.S. Studies Centre and is visiting 
Australian biofuels producers looking for products to power 
the next generation of weaponry. 

He says the Navy's plan is not just all about being green. 
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"It's also about really fundamentally changing what, 
where, and from whom we purchase fuel in the future," he 
said. 

"If you think about a lot of the fuel that we purchase 
today, it comes from places that are either politically unstable 
or often politically unfriendly to not only the U.S. but the 
interests of our allies as well." 

Susan Pond from the U.S. Studies Centre says Australian 
biofuel producers should be ready for an increased demand. 

"For the Australian industry, it gives us a catalyst and a 
target, albeit it will be a single point in time and relatively low 
volume, but it certainly gives the industry a target to aim for, 
to put it on the road to being a commercial and very valuable 
industry economically for this country," she said. 

Listen to Audio (RT: 2:24) 
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25. Pentagon Punts on Major Program Cuts 
Platforms Face New Threats After Elections 
(DEFENSE NEWS 30 JAN 12) ... Marcus Weisgerber and Zachary Fryer-Biggs 

The U.S. Defense Department’s fiscal 2013 budget plan 
to cut $259 billion from spending over the next five years is 
unlikely to damage America’s defense industrial base largely 
because it sidesteps major program cuts in a presidential 
election year, according to analysts. 

Part of the justification for leaving the larger programs in 
place, analysts said, is the potential to use them as bargaining 
chips during upcoming negotiations over sequestration, the 
$500 billion in automatic budget cuts that would take effect in 
January 2013 absent agreement to a broader debt deal between 
Congress and the Obama administration. 

In a Jan. 26 preview of the DoD spending request to be 
submitted to Congress on Feb. 13, only a handful of programs 
were canceled or deferred, moves that were far less dramatic 
than widely anticipated. 

A big problem, analysts expect, is that Pentagon cuts 
could go deeper than envisioned by the administration, which 
means that many of the programs that dodged a bullet this 
time around likely will be targeted in a post-election future, 
like cutting an aircraft carrier, one of three systems that can 
deliver nuclear weapons; or trimming the most expensive 
program in history, the multinational F-35 Joint Strike Fighter. 

“There are lots of big cuts out there,” said Clark Murdock, 
an analyst with the Center for Strategic and International 
Studies, at a Jan. 27 event. “They could have taken off the 
11th carrier, they could have done deeper cuts in ground 
forces.” 

Instead, by slipping purchase decisions for a number of 
programs, DoD created short-term cost savings that will 
inevitably increase the need for more dramatic cuts in coming 
years, according to analysts. 

Republican House Armed Services Committee Chairman 
“Buck McKeon can fume all he wants, but $525 billion [in 
annual defense spending] is not exactly a significant cut to 
what was spent last year,” said Jim Hasik of Hasik Analytic. 
“Right now, you’re still borrowing a trillion bucks or more a 
year, and it has to come out of somewhere in the long term if 
you don’t want to wind up like Greece.” 

The Pentagon received a $531 billion appropriation in 
2012. 

Indeed, Defense Secretary Leon Panetta and his team 
maintain — as did their predecessors — that debt remains 
among the nation’s leading security threats. 

The ability to cede large, visible programs will be part of 
the administration’s strategy, Murdock said. 

“Those are all standing right there, but they’re for the 
negotiation over what’s going to replace sequester.” 

And in an election year, the political cost of eliminating 
major programs would be steep. 

“They don’t want to be seen as the guys that killed the 
11th carrier,” Hasik said. “There was some timidity here; 
they’re punting in some extent to the next administration.” 

Pentagon officials insist the cuts detailed last week were 
developed apolitically. 

“Make no mistake, the savings that we are proposing will 
impact on all 50 states and many ... congressional districts, 
across America,” Panetta said Jan. 26. 

Panetta’s budget highlights last week were the first 
tranche of $487 billion in cuts to planned defense spending 
over the next decade as mandated by the Budget Control Act 
that lawmakers passed in August to cut U.S. debt by $2.1 
trillion as a condition to raise the nation’s borrowing limit. As 
part of the deal, lawmakers are to identify $1.2 trillion to be 
applied to debt reduction, otherwise automatic cuts would be 
triggered in a process referred to as sequestration. For the 
Pentagon, that would mean another $500 billion would have to 
be cut from its budget over the next decade. 

Analysts are divided over whether these automatic cuts 
can be avoided. 

The line-by-line breakdown of DoD’s $525 billion fiscal 
2013 budget proposal is expected to be released Feb. 13. 

Although the detailed budget numbers have not been 
disclosed, cuts were not divided equally among the services. 

“We made a very conscious decision ... in August that we 
were not going to do what the department traditionally has 
done in a time when we were drawing down, and that is just 
hand out proportional cuts to the services,” Adm. James 
Winnefeld, vice chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, said in a 
Jan. 26 interview. 

DoD officials levied specific cuts based on the results of a 
comprehensive strategy review, which puts more emphasis on 
military operations in the Pacific region and fighting on a 
contested battlefield. This document is intended to shape DoD 
spending over the next decade. 

The strategy favors Air Force and Navy systems, thus 
those two service budgets are expected to grow. The plan calls 
for shrinking the Army by 57,000 soldiers, leading to a 
slimmer budget, which has swelled after a decade of ground 
combat in Afghanistan and Iraq. 

“I believe intuitively that you’ll find the Air Force and the 
Navy probably did a little bit better proportionally and 
financially,” Winnefeld said, adding deviating from the 
strategy could render it useless and send DoD back to the 
drawing board. 
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“If we get another budget hit, we’re going to have to 
probably go back and redo the strategy,” Winnefeld said. 

This could mean further modifying the Pentagon’s ability 
to fight in multiple regions simultaneously and change the 
pace of personnel cuts, the admiral noted. 

Like other top defense leaders, Winnefeld warned of the 
devastating effect automatic cuts would have on the U.S. 
military. 

“If we see sequestration, we’re going to turn this very 
healthy process we just went through right on its head, where 
instead of building a strategy and doing budget decisions that 
flow from that strategy, we’re going to take and cut with a 
chainsaw and then we’re going to have to build a new 
strategy,” Winnefeld said. “I guarantee you, it will have to be 
a new strategy that would be built out of the ashes of 
sequestration.” 

To avoid sequestration-level spending cuts, DoD would 
have to make further budget concessions, Murdock said. 

“They know at a minimum that there is a second round to 
avoid a sequester cut,” he said. 

Even cybersecurity funding, one of the few areas where 
investment will increase, will be focused on fixing 
vulnerabilities rather than advancing capabilities. 

“There will be an approach to review a lot of our cyber 
capabilities,” Chris Coleman, a cybersecurity executive at 
Cisco, said. “We’re realizing that [U.S.] weapons systems may 
be exploitable through the cyber mechanism.” 

For months, the defense industry had been bracing for 
dramatic, doomsday-level program cuts. But the 2013 budget 
preview showed weapon-buying cuts far below those fears. 

While cuts will be problematic for some companies, they 
likely spare major defense firms. 

“When they’re slipping programs, they’re actually trying 
to take care of the industrial base, and they’re sending a signal 
we’re willing to pay some more for that,” Hasik said. 

A number of analysts expressed concern that the Navy’s 
five-year shipbuilding plan, particularly a decision to buy 
fewer high-speed transport ships, could pose financial 
problems for Austal. 

The Australia-based company, which makes Navy ships 
in Alabama, builds one version of the Littoral Combat Ship 
and is on contract for 10 Joint High Speed Vessel transports, 
but lost at least eight future ships. 

The Pentagon said last week it will carefully monitor the 
industrial base as a whole and will address shortfalls in the 
shipbuilding sector. 

Analysts say the Pentagon’s decision to make deep cuts in 
personnel spared deeper cuts to procurement accounts. 

“[T]he plan to reduce personnel saves a lot of money to 
spend on acquisition,” Peter Singer, an analyst with the 
Brookings Institution think tank, said. 

Steve Grundman, an independent analyst and former DoD 
industrial policy chief, found the ability to make personnel 
cuts surprising. 

“They’re not the kinds of choices that I would have 
thought the Pentagon could so quickly come to grips with in 
this restructuring cycle,” he said. “That they have, and at the 
same time, are willing to take on the ballooning costs of 
military compensation and benefits, is the primary reason 
yesterday’s announcement is no bloodbath for defense 
contractors.” 

The budget proposal is forward-looking and could benefit 
smaller companies, Singer said. “It’s a budget that, while it 
has cuts in it, is very forward-looking. It’s looking at new 
domains of warfare and new acquisition programs,” he said. 
“That’s good for smart, active companies. For companies 
looking to protect outdated programs of record, it’s not a good 
budget.” 

It is yet to be seen if companies would dig in for what 
would likely be an uphill battle to avoid program cuts. 

Northrop Grumman, in a statement, expressed 
disappointment that the Air Force chose to end production of 
one specific version of the Global Hawk surveillance drone. 

“Northrop Grumman is disappointed with the Pentagon's 
decision, and plans to work with the Pentagon to assess 
alternatives to program termination,” the company said. 
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26. Ejection Parachute Issue Grounds F-35As 
(AVIATION WEEK 30 JAN 12) ... Amy Butler 

WASHINGTON - Fifteen new Lockheed Martin F-35 
fighters, some of which are participating in the flight testing so 
critical to moving the troubled Joint Strike Fighter program 
forward, have been grounded owing to improper loading of 
parachutes in their ejection seats. 

The suspension of flight and high-speed ground testing 
began Jan. 26 and affects aircraft at Edwards AFB, Calif., 
Eglin AFB, Fla., and Lockheed’s production facility in Fort 
Worth, Texas, according to Joe Dellavedova at the U.S.-led 
JSF Joint Program Office. The root cause was “improperly 
drafted packing procedures,” he adds. 

The problematic chutes are not affecting eight test aircraft 
at NAS Patuxent River, Md., because they carry an earlier 
version of this seat and the parachutes were properly loaded, 
he says. 

Parachutes for the Martin-Baker US16E-21 and -23 seats 
were “reversed 180 deg. from design during installation,” 
Dellavedova says, and replacement seats from British 

manufacturer Martin-Baker are expected to take 10 days to 
arrive. “This issue will not prevent the pilot from executing a 
successful ejection and landing in the unlikely event of a pilot 
ejection,” Dellavedova says. The problem was uncovered 
during a routine review, he says, adding that it is premature to 
discuss any penalties as a result of the mishap. 

One industry source notes, however, that an ejection 
“would have likely caused passenger load factor injury” 
because pilots would “have hit the ground going backwards.” 
Because the parachutes were loaded backwards, their steering 
lines would also have been reversed, affecting a pilot’s ability 
to guide himself to a landing site. 

The affected equipment will have to be shipped back to 
Martin-Baker’s factory in the U.K. for repair; the repacked 
chutes will then first be put on the six grounded aircraft at 
Edwards to return them to flight testing. The six F-35As and 
three F-35Bs at Eglin AFB, Fla. were already limited to 
ground operations pending “military flight release” from the 
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Air Force to fly the aircraft unmonitored in the area. So they 
will be next to receive the newly packed boxes. Eglin flights 
were held up owing to concerns cited from the Pentagon’s 
chief tester last fall. Among them was a warning not to fly 
over water until the -24 seat, the model intended for the 
operational F-35, is available, owing to concerns of pilot 
drowning with the older seat versions. 

“Aircraft in production at Fort Worth were also affected 
but their parachutes will be repacked prior to the first 
acceptance flights,” Dellavedova says. 

This mishap comes as Goodrich, the only remaining U.S. 
ejection seat manufacturer, is in the final throes of attempting 
to unseat Martin-Baker on the F-35A, which is likely to be 
purchased by at least 11 countries, with the U.S. Air Force 
potentially buying as many as 1,763. Without a major program 
like the F-35, the company’s opportunities to get the Aces 5, 
the latest in its Aces family of seats, into a new service 
platform are grim in the near future. The next major 
opportunity would be the Air Force’s T-38C replacement 
program, which has yet to formally be kicked off. 

Booz Allen Hamilton studied whether the USAF Air 
Combat Command’s (ACC) use of the Aces 5 seat for its F-

35As would save money over the life of the fighter for the 
service, due to commonality with the Aces 2 seats already in 
its fleet. “That exhaustive analysis led us to conclude that, 
while there are potential savings associated with the Goodrich 
Aces 5 seat, the amount is not sufficiently compelling to 
warrant the risk and up-front cost of integrating a new ejection 
seat into the F-35 weapon system at this time,” says Capt. 
Jennifer Ferrau, an ACC spokeswoman. “ACC and the Air 
Force strongly support the Joint Program Office’s 
commitment to pursue efficiencies in order to secure greater 
value for all JSF stakeholders.” 

Lawmakers last year requested information on the study, 
and the Air Force recently notified staffs of the conclusions. 
The study or its data will not be released, according to Ferrau, 
because it contains proprietary information about the pricing 
of the seats. 

The Pentagon was slated to decide in a Joint Executive 
Steering Board meeting whether it would be open to adding 
the Goodrich seat to the F-35A in December. But the U.S. 
decision to slice as many as 179 F-35s from purchasing plans 
through 2017 prompted officials to move the meeting to 
March. 
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27. NAVAIR, Partners Announce Groundwork For Software Apps Store 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 30 JAN 12) ... Naval Air Systems Command Public Affairs 

NAVAL AIR STATION PATUXENT RIVER, Md. -- 
NAVAIR announced Jan. 30 that it is working with multiple 
sponsors to establish guidelines to support the migration of 
avionics software applications across DoD aviation platforms. 

The Future Airborne Capability Environment (FACE) 
Technical Standard will enhance the U.S. military aviation 
community's ability to address issues of limited software reuse 
while accelerating and augmenting warfighter capabilities. 

"The Naval Aviation Enterprise recognizes that future 
capability will come from systems controlled by software," 
said Vice Adm. David Architzel, commander, Naval Air 
Systems Command. "With the creation of the FACE Technical 
Standard, the DoD and our industry partners in the FACE 
consortium are setting the direction for software portability 
and interoperability. This standard will enable reduced costs 
and speed delivery of technical innovation to the warfighting 
community." 

An open avionic standard will enable developers to create 
and deploy a wide catalog of applications for use across the 
entire spectrum of military aviation systems, said Capt. Tracy 

Barkhimer, program manager for the Air Combat Electronics 
Program Office (PMA-209). 

"We look forward to the development of our first FACE 
conformant applications and the establishment of the FACE 
library. Then, we can truly say that 'we have an app for that,'" 
said Barkhimer. 

Product development by industry and procurements by 
government customer organizations are already underway 
based on the FACE standard. 

Developed in collaboration with 39 consortium member 
organizations, including sponsors Lockheed Martin, 
NAVAIR, Rockwell Collins and U.S. Army Program 
Executive Office Aviation, the FACE Technical Standard 
promotes industry-government collaboration in a trusted 
environment. 

"This is quite possibly the most important innovation in 
naval aviation since computers were first incorporated into 
airplanes. This will truly pave the way for the future," said 
Barkhimer. 
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BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
28. Navy Week Coming To Toledo In August In Great Lakes Tour 
(TOLEDO BLADE 29 JAN 12) 

Toledo has been chosen among 15 cities nationwide to 
host a Navy Week this year, the Navy announced. 

The Aug. 20-27 program will include a series of events in 
the metropolitan area, feature visits to Toledo by naval vessels 
and performances by the Navy Band, and include a Navy 
simulator and other interactive exhibits. 

Admirals and other senior officers will meet with civic, 
business, government, and educational leaders. Navy Week 

teams will visit local veterans and give presentations in area 
schools. 

Navy Week will give "area residents an opportunity to 
meet Sailors and learn about the Navy's capabilities and 
relevance to national security," the Navy's announcement said. 
The Navy conducts Navy Weeks across the United States to 
show Americans how tax dollars funding the Navy are spent. 

The Toledo Navy Week will be part of a Great Lakes tour 
that will begin Aug. 6 in Milwaukee and include stops in 
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Chicago, Cleveland, and Detroit before ending Sept. 17 in 
Buffalo. Other Navy Week cities this year include Phoenix, 

New Orleans, Houston, Baltimore, Boston, Sacramento, Sioux 
Falls, S.D., Nashville, Tenn., and Spokane, Wash. 
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29. Lawmakers Say Base Closures DOA 
(THE HILL 30 JAN 12) ... Jeremy Herb 

Lawmakers from both parties are signaling they will do 
everything in their power to stop the Obama administration 
from launching another round of military base closures in the 
United States. 

The plan, included in the Pentagon blueprint for cutting 
$487 billion that was released last week, calls for another 
round of the Base Realignment and Closures Commission 
(BRAC), an independent, all-or-nothing approach to closing 
military bases that was last used in 2005. 

The opposition to another BRAC was swift, as lawmakers 
from Alaska to Maine voiced opposition. 

Sens. Joe Lieberman (I-Conn.) and Richard Blumenthal 
(D-Conn.) and Rep. Joe Courtney (D-Conn.) put out a joint 
statement calling the new BRAC round “dead on arrival.” 

Sen. Scott Brown’s (R-Mass.) staff convened a meeting 
last Thursday on BRAC with aides from seven Northeastern 
congressional offices, according to congressional sources. 

And the Alaska delegation joined with their governor to 
pre-emptively denounce any move to close the state’s bases. 

“I’ll be using my position on the Senate Armed Services 
Committee to demonstrate the enormous strategic value of 
Alaska’s military bases, and oppose any misguided attempt to 
close them,” said Sen. Mark Begich (D-Alaska). 

Lawmakers opposing BRAC have pointed to the 2005 
round as an example that base closings don’t demonstrate a 
clear savings and can cost a lot up front. 

But there’s a regional component at play as well. 
The BRAC proposal highlights the underlying tension 

between Congress and the Pentagon over the $487 in budget 
cuts, as a reduction of manpower, bases or weapons contracts 
means job losses in someone’s congressional district or state. 

“Any member of Congress that has military bases in his 
district, he or she needs to be extremely conscious and aware 
of the discussion and the debates that are forthcoming,” Rep. 
Walter Jones (R-N.C.) told The Hill. “You want to make sure 
that you can be part of the debate if you see a cut coming that 
you think is not in the national security interest in this 
country.” 

Senate Armed Services Committee Chairman Carl Levin 
(D-Mich.) suggested there were plenty of overseas bases to 
close before getting to domestic ones, a sentiment multiple 
senators echoed after Defense Secretary Leon Panetta 
announced the cuts. 

It’s not just the base closings that have the attention of 
Congress. The plan also calls for a reduction of 100,000 troops 
and cuts to weapons programs. 

Some critics of the cuts have said their concerns are tied 
to national security and maintaining the strength of the U.S. 
military. The most strident critics have warned of a hollowed-
out force. 

Rep. Randy Forbes (R-Va.) said that Virginia, along with 
California, Texas and Florida, would likely be hit the hardest 
by the cuts to the Pentagon, as they are the biggest military 
states. 

In Virginia, the new strategy could lead to a carrier and 
ships leaving Virginia’s shores, Forbes said. 

He emphasized that he’s concerned about the national-
security implications of the military cuts first, and the regional 
concern is tied to that. 

“The reason I’m concerned about regional impact is 
sometimes I don’t think we do a very good analysis,” Forbes 
said. “We say we’re doing something for economic reasons, 
but we don’t realize the huge economic impact it’s having and 
the problem the impact is creating.” 

Anticipating the reaction in Congress, Panetta said the 
effect of the new Pentagon budget, which would cut $259 
billion in the next five years, would be felt from coast to coast. 

“Make no mistake: The savings that we are proposing will 
impact on all 50 states and many districts, congressional 
districts, across America,” Panetta said. 

A former congressman, Panetta said he had been through 
BRAC before. “I know its weaknesses and its failings,” he 
said. “But I have to tell you — there is no more effective 
process to make it happen than using the BRAC process.” 

Lawrence Korb, a senior fellow at the left-leaning Center 
for American Progress and former assistant secretary of 
Defense, said including a BRAC round in the budget request 
had a political tinge to it. 

“The interesting thing is, here we’re talking about $480 
billion in cuts, and what’s gotten the most interest is BRAC,” 
Korb said. “It diverts attention politically from the other 
things.” 

Korb said there is a history of cases where Congress went 
against the requests of the administration and the Pentagon in 
the budget, from saving the V-22 tiltrotor Osprey that then-
Defense Secretary Dick Cheney wanted to kill to the recent 
fight over the F-35 second engine, which survived until last 
year against the Pentagon’s wishes. 

Mackenzie Eaglen, a fellow at the American Enterprise 
Institute, said that by not attaching a dollar figure to the 
BRAC round, it appeared unlikely that the Pentagon was that 
serious about pushing for it. 

As Panetta announced the cuts Thursday, he said the 
Pentagon “did not want to tie any savings to it because, very 
frankly, we need the Congress to authorize it.” 

“If we had put numbers in there and then Congress didn’t 
do it, it would have undermined our whole budget,” Panetta 
said. 

As Congress debates both the Pentagon cuts and the 
potential BRAC round, some lawmakers and analysts said 
they didn’t expect regional arguments to have much weight, 
because they would be coming from every part of the country. 

“There may be some folks who go at it purely on a 
regional basis, but I think those arguments are going to fall 
pretty flat,” Rep. Mike Conaway (R-Texas) told The Hill. “If 
you can couch them in terms of what’s best for defending the 
country, then the regional stuff will take care of itself.” 
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30. BRAC: A Scary Word In Groton 
Despite millions invested, a potential military review causes anxiety 
(GROTON (CT) PATCH 30 JAN 12) ... Deborah Straszheim 

Even though Naval Submarine Base New London was 
saved the last time, when you say the word “BRAC” in 
Groton, people get nervous. 

It stands for the Base Closure And Realignment 
Commission, the group that reviews military bases and 
recommends which ones should close. 

Defense Secretary Leon Panetta last week announced that 
substantial cuts would be made to defense spending and 
another round of BRAC may be coming. 

“It’s a little terrifying, maybe more so for us because 
we’re outside of the base and we do so much with the 
submarine base,” said Thomas Vivirito, who owns Fleet 
Motor Company, LLC, across from the Groton base. About 60 
percent of his service business and 40 percent of his car sales 
come from the Navy. 

The Big Three 
The sub base is one of Groton’s three largest employers, 

with 7,500 military personnel, 1,400 civilian employees and 
more than 1,000 civilian contractors. The base is also tied to 
Electric Boat, another one of Groton’s big three. Pfizer, the 
third, recently made cuts and is not viewed as the sure thing it 
once was. 

Vivirito said he’d almost compare a base review to having 
a serious illness that might come back. 

“The doctor tells you you’ve got to have a check up every 
five years, and you don’t know if it’s going to happen again,” 
he said. 

Groton’s base was recommended for closure in 2005, but 
the community, congressional delegation and state banded 
together, fought, and prevented the shut down. 

Sen. Joe Lieberman, Sen. Richard Blumenthal and U.S. 
Rep. Joe Courtney, released a joint statement last week 
opposing another round of BRAC, calling the proposal “dead 
on arrival.” 

S.O.S 
Thomas Vandesteene, who works at the weapons 

compound and volunteered at Charles Barnum Elementary 
Friday, was new to Groton during the BRAC in 2005. He said 

he remembers signs everywhere with the slogan SOS, for 
“Save Our Sub base.” 

“The economy in this local area is driven by the Sailors,” 
Vandesteene said. At any given time, the submarine school 
has 4,000 students, he said. 

“I don’t see it ever closing," he added. “But that’s the 
worry- that if it did, it would be devastating.” 

Military Children 
It would also affect the public schools. Superintendent 

Paul Kadri said about 20 percent of Groton's 5,000 public 
school students have parents in the military. 

At Charles Barnum, 83 percent of the children in 
kindergarten through fifth grade have parents in active duty in 
the military. At Mary Morrisson, the figure is 87 percent. 
Pleasant Valley Elementary has fewer military children, but 
still a significant number, Kadri said. 

"It would have an impact on enrollment, without 
question," he said. Groton receives a little less than $5 million 
in military aid to educate those children. 

If something were to happen to the sub base, Kadri said it 
would also be an emotional loss. 

"Groton and the sub base are synonymous," he said. "It's 
almost like losing a part of your identity, if the sub base were 
to go." 

Investments 
Steve Woodruff, who owns Woody’s Service next to the 

base, said he believes recent investments will help the base if a 
review moves forward. Eighty percent of his business depends 
on the base, he said. But he’s not that nervous yet. 

“We’ve been tested once already and we passed,” he said. 
Gov. Dannel Malloy, who attended a groundbreaking on 

an addition to Nimitz Hall in May, said the project was the 
fourth investment the state has made at the base since 2005. 
The investments total $12 million, he said. 

Vivirito said he still doesn’t feel protected. 
“We all know how the government works. They can put 

billions of dollars into a facility, and decide (that) if it’s not 
politically advantageous to them, they just walk away.” 
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31. Uncertainty At NSA Crane, But Westgate Academy Conference Center Moving Forward 
(GREENE COUNTY (IN) DAILY WORLD 30 JAN 12) ... Nick Schneider 

While NSA Crane and its tenants -- Naval Surface 
Warfare Center, Crane (NSWC) and Crane Army Ammunition 
Activity (CAAA) and the Coast Guard -- support more than 
5,000 civilian and military personnel on-base, an 
announcement in the past week of an unexpected round of 
BRAC (Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission) 
reviews in the coming year has some uncertain about the 
future of the U.S. Navy's third largest military installation. 

However, NSA Crane should be positioned well to sustain 
only a few casualties in the new round of BRAC, which wasn't 
expected to happen until 2015. 

Locals can take some solace in the DoD's announcement 
that while the overall budget will be slashed significantly - on 
a directive from the White House - the budget does sink more 
money into technologies linked to anti-access, aerial-denial 

scenarios and will fund the next-generation bomber and 
modernization of the submarine fleet. The budget will 
maintain the nuclear triad - bombers, ICBMs and submarines - 
and will invest in significantly more capability in the cyber 
world, according to Secretary of Defense Leon Panetta. 

That's good news for NSWC Crane, which specializes in 
acquisition engineering, in-service engineering and technical 
support for sensors, electronics, electronic warfare and special 
warfare weapons and works to apply component and system-
level product and industrial engineering to surface sensors, 
strategic systems, special warfare devices, electronic 
warfare/information operations systems. 

NSWC Crane specializes in special missions, strategic 
missions and electronic warfare/information operations as well 
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as training activities for Special Forces personnel, like the 
Navy Seals. 

While behind-the-scenes planning to prepare for and 
brace for the effects of the BRAC are just being launched, 
work on development of more operations at the nearby 
WestGate at Crane Technology Park is proceeding full speed 
ahead. 

I participated as a citizen member of a focus group that 
convened last Wednesday at WestGate Tech Park to discuss 
the components and function of the WestGate at Crane 
Academy and Conference Center. 

Among the participants were representatives from NSWC 
Crane; major civilian contractors like SAIC and Stimulus 
Engineering; stakeholders like Radius Indiana, and economic 
development offices in Greene, Daviess and Martin counties; 
and representatives from high education institutions like 
Purdue University, Indiana University, University of Southern 
Indiana, Vincennes University, and Ivy Tech State College. 

The participants brainstormed on what they envision to be 
the future role of the $8.6 million academy project, which is 
now under construction. The 64,000 square feet 
academy/conference center is expected to be up and running 
with tenants in place by the end of this year. 

The project, located in Daviess County about a mile from 
the Greene County line, got a big boost when the federal EDA 
awarded a $6.6 million grant for the complex. 

There is a high interest by the universities that are being 
solicited by the academy/conference center owners - WestGate 
at Crane Authority and Southern Indiana Development 
Commission - to offer on-site undergraduate, graduate and 
specialized workforce training classes. 

The academy building, which will feature a 600-seat 
conference center auditorium, will also house business 
incubation and technology transfer activities. There will be 
multiple classrooms, offices, and shared secure space for large 
and small meetings, all under the operation of a management 
firm that will be hired in the near future. 

"The bottom line is, we want to create jobs," says Charles 
Selby, who serves as executive director of the WestGate at 
Crane Technology Park. "We want this (building) to be the 
best tool for the area." 

To accommodate the expected influx of users and new 
business coming to the tech park, there will have to be 
someplace for folks to lodge overnight and eat. 

Selby said one 80-room hotel has been secured with 
negotiations ongoing with another development that plans to 
build a larger hotel. There also will be a couple of restaurants 
located either in the tech park or nearby in close proximity to 
the I-69/U.S. 231 junction. 

It's all very exciting to see public and private leaders from 
Greene, Daviess and Martin counties, who've been able to 
work together to transform what was once a cornfield into a 
booming economic and educational hub. 

For anyone who thinks WestGate Tech Park is pie-in-the-
sky, take a drive down there and see there is real and tangible 
work already going on by more than 500 employees, who are 
working daily for a variety of defense contractors and service 
organizations to protect this nation and its warfighters. 

The future for the tech park remains bright and a 
showcase for the rest of the state showing what cooperation 
and foresight among several counties can do to benefit its 
residents. 
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32. Bordallo Has "Serious Reservations" About Navy's RFP For Ship Repair Facility 
(PACIFIC NEWS CENTER (GUAM) 31 JAN 12) ... Kevin Kerrigan 

GUAM - Guam Congresswoman Madeleine Bordallo 
says she has "serious reservations about assumptions that [the] 
Navy has made in the current RFP regarding commercial ship 
repair capabilities on Guam." 

The Congresswoman met with Guam Shipyard workers 
this morning [Tuesday] and assured them of her commitment 
to Guam Shipyard and their job security.She told them she has 
been working with the Governor and Guam Shipyard 
President Mathews Pothen to get the Navy to amend the RFP 
to ensure the process is fair and adequately takes into account 
small business issues. 

Two weeks ago, the Navy released the RFP which puts 
the lease re-newal for the ship repair facility up for 
competitive bidding. 

As PNC News reported last week, NAVFAC Mariana's 
Commander Captain John Heckman says "about 4 or 5 

companies" have expressed an interest in bidding to provide 
ship repair services at the facility, Guam Shipyard is among 
them. 

Captain Heckman emphasized that the Navy is looking 
for someone who can provide both ship repair capabilities, as 
well as local employment. 

The Navy will be holding a site visit February 3rd. Bids 
are due by February 20th and they may have a decision by the 
end of March. 

However, the Congresswoman's release quotes her as 
saying "The current RFP is structured in a way that ignores the 
importance of maintaining a small business presence for the 
shipyard. I will continue to work closely with Guam Shipyard 
President Mathews Pothen and the Governor’s office to 
protect these jobs and get the Navy to alter the RFP so that it 
issues a more balanced and fair RFP.” 
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33. Futenma Relocation Plan Presents Risk To Okinawa Environment, Governor's Panel Says 
(STARS AND STRIPES 31 JAN 12) ... Travis J. Tritten and Chiyomi Sumida 

CAMP FOSTER, Okinawa — The U.S.-Japan plan to 
relocate Marine Corps Air Station Futenma farther north on 
Okinawa will cause irreparable environmental damage despite 
claims by Tokyo that any risks can be managed, a panel of 
experts advising the island’s governor said Tuesday. 

Valuable habitat and rare species could be harmed by 
building an offshore Marine Corps airfield, and the effects of 
new aircraft on the area are not fully known, according to 11 
university professors, who spoke during a public meeting. It 
was the island’s first assessment of a 7,000-page Ministry of 
Defense report issued in late December that found the U.S. 
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and Japan could build the new base without harming the ocean 
or coastal area. 

The ministry report was meant to be a first step toward 
starting construction of the troubled, six-year-old Futenma 
relocation project. But the panel rebuke Tuesday was a strong 
indication that Okinawa will continue its unwavering 
opposition to hosting the Marine Corps base by rejecting the 
project on environmental grounds. 

“The problems are no small matter. Instead, the problems 
are too big to carry out the project at the planned site,” said 
Kuniharu Miyagi, chairman of the panel and professor at 
Okinawa International University. 

Filling the ocean bottom for a new V-shaped Marine 
Corps airfield will destroy coral and marine plants as well as 
habitat for the dugong, an endangered relative of the manatee, 
and an endemic species of goby fish, the panel told about 100 
residents. 

The panel also said Tokyo has not properly studied the 
effects of the Marine Corps’ tilt-rotor Osprey aircraft on the 

quiet coastline where the project is planned. The service 
recently decided to replace its global fleet of aging helicopters 
with the new aircraft. 

The panel’s findings will be submitted to Okinawa Gov. 
Hirokazu Nakaima, who is expected to issue a formal response 
to the Ministry of Defense in the coming months. 

The ministry declined to comment on the panel’s 
comments Tuesday. “We will respond appropriately when we 
receive [the] governor’s opinions,” a spokesman in Tokyo 
said. 

Meanwhile, Minister of Defense Naoki Tanaka told 
members of the Japanese parliament Tuesday that the ministry 
will conduct test flights and noise monitoring of U.S. Osprey 
on Okinawa, following complaints that the aircraft was not 
included in early environmental assessments. 

“I am aware of the need,” he said, indicating that the 
ministry will work together with the U.S. military on the tests. 
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34. Gov't Mulls Test Flights Of Controversial U.S. Aircraft In Okinawa 
(KYODO NEWS 31 JAN 12) 

TOKYO -- Defense Minister Naoki Tanaka said Tuesday 
the government will look into conducting test flights of the 
MV22 Osprey vertical takeoff and landing aircraft at a U.S. 
base in Okinawa Prefecture before their full deployment there 
later this year. 

Local residents have expressed concerns over the plane's 
noise and safety given the aircraft's history of fatal crashes 
during test flights. The envisaged test flights are unlikely, 
however, to change a U.S. plan to deploy it at the Marine 
Corps' Futenma Air Station within this year, political analysts 
say. 

Tanaka told a parliament session that he views as 
"necessary" such test flights to check noise, and will consider 
this after consulting with the U.S. government and local 
residents, accepting a suggestion by opposition lawmaker 
Nobutaka Machimura to do so. 

As part of steps to "assure the local community" about the 
safety of the aircraft, Tanaka said Hideo Jimpu, parliamentary 
vice defense minister, will be sent to the United States soon to 
fly on the Osprey. 

The local community in Okinawa, which has long hosted 
the bulk of U.S. forces in Japan, is also deeply opposed to a 
Japan-U.S. accord to relocate the Futenma base from the 
populated city of Ginowan to a coastal area in Nago, both 
within Okinawa. 

Tanaka said the Defense Ministry is reflecting on whether 
its local bureau's decision to deliver to the Okinawa 

prefectural government late last year an environmental impact 
assessment report on the relocation was appropriate. 

The incident early on Dec. 28 further angered local 
people, who were already upset by offensive comments the 
former head of the ministry's Okinawa bureau made in 
connection with the relocation plan and the burden Okinawa 
has faced in hosting U.S. forces. 

The bureau, whose former chief was recalled in 
November over the comments, came under fresh fire Tuesday 
for recently meddling in an upcoming local election, after 
Seiken Akamine, a lawmaker from the Japanese Communist 
Party, pointed it out during the lower house Budget 
Committee session. 

The bureau instructed its various divisions by e-mail to 
find out about its personnel's Ginowan-based relatives eligible 
to vote and created a list of them earlier this month. Those on 
the list were called on to listen to a "lecture" by the bureau 
chief, Ro Manabe, according to Akamine, who cited e-mail 
messages he had obtained. 

Akamine said this action constitutes "interference" by the 
government in the mayoral election in Ginowan on Feb. 12. 

Tanaka responded that this "should not be the case" and 
that he would swiftly examine the matter. The ministry sent 
three officials to Okinawa the same day to shed light on the 
incident. 
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35. U.S. Military Envisions More Bases Like Djibouti Facility 
(US NEWS 30 JAN 12) ... John T. Bennett 

A little-known U.S. military facility in the Middle East is 
a model for the kind of American bases President Obama's 
new defense strategy suggests soon will pop up around the 
globe, a senior Pentagon official said Monday. 

The U.S. commandos who swooped into Somalia to 
rescue two aid workers who had been kidnapped by pirates 
operated from an American base in Djibouti, said Michele 

Flournoy, undersecretary of defense for policy. She called the 
facility a prime example of the kinds of facilities from which 
the U.S. military will launch the "small-footprint operations" 
across the globe that are discussed in the Obama 
administration's new national defense strategy. 

The Djibouti base is called Camp Lemonnier, according 
to a State Department fact sheet. Pentagon and other U.S. 
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national security officials believe Washington needs more 
Lemonnier-like bases. 

The Obama administration's defense strategy, released 
this month, says smaller annual Pentagon budgets "will 
require innovative and creative solutions to maintain our 
support for allies." 

Flournoy spoke at a military conference in Washington 
sponsored by the Reserve Officers Association. The remarks 
likely are her final public ones in office; Friday is her final day 
in office. 
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NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
36. From Biden, A Vivid Account Of Bin Laden Decision 
(NEW YORK TIMES 31 JAN 12) ... Mark Landler 

In the anguished White House debates over the war in 
Afghanistan, Vice President Joseph R. Biden Jr. argued 
consistently to stress counterterrorism over the more costly 
strategy of nation-building. It turns out, though, that Mr. Biden 
warned against the most sensational counterterrorism 
operation of the Obama presidency: the commando raid that 
killed Osama bin Laden. 

In a speech last weekend to House Democrats at their 
annual retreat in Cambridge, Md., Mr. Biden said he had 
advised President Obama not to go ahead with the raid on the 
compound in Abbottabad, Pakistan, arguing that the military 
needed more time to make sure Bin Laden was in the 
complex. 

He offered, in characteristic Biden-style, an account of the 
fateful meeting in the White House Situation Room, when Mr. 
Obama polled members of his war council for their judgment 
on whether he should give the go-ahead for the raid. 

“He went around the table with all the senior people, 
including the chiefs of staff, and he said, ‘I have to make a 
decision. What is your opinion?’ ” Mr. Biden said, in an 
account later confirmed by the White House. 

The president, Mr. Biden said, started with his national 
security adviser, Tom Donilon, then moved to Secretary of 
State Hillary Rodham Clinton, and other senior officials, 
including Leon E. Panetta, then director of the Central 

Intelligence Agency, who oversaw the raid, before ending up 
with the vice president. 

“Every single person in that room hedged their bet except 
Leon Panetta,” Mr. Biden recalled. “Leon said go. Everyone 
else said, 49, 51.” 

The president then turned to Mr. Biden. “He said, ‘Joe, 
what do you think?’ And I said, ‘You know, I didn’t know we 
had so many economists around the table.’ I said, ‘We owe the 
man a direct answer. Mr. President, my suggestion is, don’t 
go. We have to do two more things to see if he’s there.’ ” 

Mr. Obama stood up to leave and told the group, “I’ll give 
you my decision.” The next morning, Mr. Biden said, the 
president gave Mr. Donilon the order – “Go” – just before 
boarding his helicopter for a domestic trip. 

The vice president cited the story, he said, to show that 
“this guy’s got a backbone like a ramrod.” His was not the 
first recounting of the qualms among Mr. Obama’s advisers: 
Robert M. Gates, the defense secretary at the time, was also 
known to be skeptical of the operation. But it was the most 
vivid and detailed. 

On Monday, Jay Carney, the White House spokesman, 
said Mr. Biden was “speaking accurately.” He added, “The 
broader point, as the president has made here, is that this was 
not a sure thing, but the president had so much faith in our 
special forces and their capacity to fulfill this mission, that he 
made the call to go forward.” 
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37. Operation Sustainability: U.S. Military Sets Ambitious Environmental Goals 
(RENEWABLE ENERGY WORLD 30 JAN 12) ... Michael d'Estries 

With personnel nearly the population of Chicago and a 
fleet of over 500,000 aircrafts, vessels, and vehicles, the U.S. 
Department of Defense is a massive and energy-hungry 
institution. 

In 2009 alone, the military consumed some 375,000 
barrels of oil per day, more than three-quarters of all other 
countries on the planet. To put that in perspective, Nigeria — 
with a population of more than 140 million — consumes about 
the same amount. 

During the decades of cheap fuel and easy access, feeding 
this complex system spread over 820 global installations was 
of little concern. In today’s economic climate, however, the 
Department of Defense (DoD) has had to adapt its energy 
strategy. 

“The stakes could not be higher,” Navy Secretary Ray 
Mabus said in a statement earlier this year. “Energy reform 
will make us better fighters. In the end, it is a matter of energy 
independence and it is a matter of national security. Our 

dependence on foreign sources of petroleum makes us 
vulnerable in too many ways.” 

According to a recent report by the Pew Charitable Trusts, 
the DoD is taking aim at its annual $15 billion energy budget 
with a focus on efficiency and development of renewable, 
clean fuels — three areas that are pivotal in the race to create a 
more efficient fighting force and strengthen America’s energy 
independence. 

The Age Of Domestic Biofuels 
As the world’s largest single consumer of liquid fuels, the 

DoD is taking ambitious steps to source alternatives. The 
Obama administration recently announced a joint partnership 
between private-sector companies, the Department of 
Agriculture, U.S. Navy, and the Department of Energy to 
invest $510 million in biofuel production over three years. 

Both the Navy and Air Force (the latter consuming over 
60 percent of DoD fuel) are experimenting with biofuel 
alternatives based on algae and a weedy plant called camelina. 
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Studies have shown camelina-based jet fuel to reduce net 
carbon emissions from planes by almost 80 percent. 

Unfortunately, current biofuels production is meager 
compared to what the military or commercial industries might 
one day demand. The government’s investment in the sector 
could be the impetus needed to turn it from fledgling to a 
serious player in the country’s energy portfolio. 

“Military use of advanced biofuels could in turn validate 
emerging technologies and unlock private investment in future 
advanced biofuels production for civilian markets,” said one 
industry executive. 

General expectations are high. The Air Force is calling for 
50 percent of its domestic aviation needs to be satisfied with 
biofuels by 2016. The Navy’s plans are similar, with a 50 
percent alternative energy mix by 2020—as well as a massive 
fossil-fuel independent “Green Strike Carrier Group” by 2016. 

As an example of just how valuable the U.S. biofuel 
market will be, the Navy alone estimates it will require a 
staggering 336 million gallons of biofuel annually by 2020. 
The division currently uses less than 300,000 gallons. 

E Is For Efficiency 
As with the private sector, improvements in efficiency — 

from bases to vehicles — is an immediate and affordable way 
to dramatically cut energy consumption. According to the Pew 
report, a DoD decision to insulate 9 million square feet of 
temporary structures resulted in a daily fuel savings of more 
than 77,000 gallons. 

The greatest argument for pursuing a more efficient 
military, however, can be made for the amount of lives it will 
save. Eighty percent of the supply convoys in Iraq and 
Afghanistan are fuel trucks — with over 3,000 American 
soldiers and contractors killed in attacks associated with fuel 
delivery between 2003 and 2007. 

“Our adversaries are increasingly employing asymmetric 
tactics and energy can be a soft target,” Deputy Secretary of 
Defense William Lynn said at a Pentagon briefing last 
summer. 

To date, the Air Force has implemented changes that 
include more efficient flight routes, increased use of advanced 
flight simulators, and development of new turbine engines that 
offer a 25 percent boost in energy savings. 

On the ground and sea, research and development of 
hybrid and electric vehicles and ships is being aggressively 
pursued, with an eye in particular on the DoD’s fleet of over 
200,000 non-tactical vehicles. 

In June 2011, the Department issued a request for 
information from all players in the electric vehicle sector for 
proposals and ideas on how to deploy EVs at a cost that is 

competitive with internal combustion engine vehicles. Gains 
here will eventually make huge waves in the commercial EV 
industry and offer tremendous savings on fuel and delivery. 

Renewable Solutions 
Perhaps the closest ties between the DoD and the private 

cleantech sector come through collaborations on sustainable 
sources of energy. As of April 2010, over 450 renewable 
initiatives (including solar, wind, geothermal, and biomass) 
were in use or being developed on military bases. 

The shift towards sustainable sources has as much to do 
with security as it does with budget and autonomy. With the 
DoD’s heavy reliance on civilian utilities comes increased risk 
from interruptions due to natural disasters or terrorist attacks. 

Investments in microgrids, which act as self-contained 
islands of clean energy generation and storage, are an ideal 
contingency plan. “We know this technology can save fuel 
and maintenance time for our deployed forces,” said Brigadier 
General N. Lee S. Price. “Through this project, we can obtain 
reliable data on these benefits — and lay the groundwork for 
successful use of microgrids in theater.” 

Solar photovoltaic and solar thermal technologies make 
up the majority of the DoD renewable energy installations and 
are a focal point of investment. 

In September of 2011, Energy Secretary Steven Chu 
announced the largest domestic residential rooftop solar 
project in history: a $334M loan to solar power provider 
SolarCity that will provide “up to 160,000 rooftop solar 
installations on top of privately run military housing 
complexes at 124 military bases across 34 states.” Large scale 
solar projects are also in development across the U.S. — 
including a 500-MW solar concentrator project at Fort Irwin in 
California. 

Show And Tell 
Since March 2010, the DoD has held an annual ExFOB 

(Experimental Forward Operating Base) event offering private 
companies an opportunity to show off their latest 
advancements in “expeditionary energy capabilities.” The 
primary purpose of these demonstrations is to evaluate and 
eventually test products that can produce a more self-sufficient 
and mobile strike force. 

According to the Pew report, up to 20 percent of a 
soldier’s 70- to 90-pound pack consists solely of batteries. 
Products such as high-efficiency solar mats, next-generation 
lithium batteries, and fuel cells can all make a difference. 

“We view ourselves as a target-rich environment,” 
Secretary of the Army John McHugh said. “This is the right 
thing to do for the environment, for the taxpayer and, most 
important, the right thing to do for our soldiers.” 
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38. Interview With U.S. Rep. Adam Smith 
(DEFENSE NEWS 30 JAN 12) ... Kate Brannen 

The top Democrat on the Republican-led House Armed 
Services Committee, Rep. Adam Smith, D-Wash., will play a 
leading role in shepherding the Obama administration’s 
defense agenda through Congress as military spending 
declines as part of a broader drive to cut the country’s debt. 

In August, lawmakers passed the Budget Control Act that 
raised America’s borrowing limit on condition that $2.1 
trillion be cut from the nation’s debt. The first half of that 
would come from spending caps imposed on discretionary 

spending over the next decade, including $487 billion from the 
Pentagon over the 10-year period. 

If Congress fails to raise the remaining $1.2 trillion, 
automatic spending cuts would start in January 2013, 
including an additional $500 billion cut automatically from 
DoD. 

In January, the administration issued a new strategy to 
shape its defense cuts, followed on Jan. 26 with a preview of 
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the 2013 spending request that will be submitted to Congress 
Feb. 13. 

Smith has served in Congress and on the Armed Services 
Committee since 1997, and is often at odds with Rep. Howard 
“Buck” McKeon, R-Calif., who is the committee’s chairman 
and ardent critic of the administration’s proposed defense cuts. 

Q. What was your first take on DoD’s five-year 
spending plan? 

A. I think it’s a pretty good plan. I mean, this reflects 
some tough choices that are going to have to be made, but I 
think the decisions are pretty sound and they fit clearly within 
an overall national security strategy that protects us in the 
areas that are our biggest concerns, in terms of dealing with 
Iran, dealing with North Korea, making sure we have a 
presence in Asia, winding down the effort in Afghanistan. I 
think it meets our national security needs. Now, there are 
some tough choices involved there, but again, that’s to be 
expected. Business as usual isn’t going to get us the national 
security posture that we want. I think that was the purpose of 
the strategic review: Where are we spending money that is not 
necessarily well spent? How can we more efficiently use our 
resources to meet an overall goal? I think this does that. 

Q. Panetta and his deputy, Ashton Carter, emphasized 
that this budget should be viewed as a package and that 
tinkering in one area would affect another. It sounded like 
a message to lawmakers that there isn’t much room to 
maneuver. Did they convey the same point to you? 

A. I think what they’re saying is this fits a strategy. Now, 
that doesn’t mean there isn’t some flexibility to move this 
around, but what I hope we’ll do in Congress is that we will 
look at it and say, if we want to make a change, let’s make 
sure that change reflects a strategy, not just a parochial 
concern — number one. And, number two; understand that 
this is the budget that Congress gave the Pentagon. It was 
Republicans and Democrats supporting the Budget Control 
Act that gave them these numbers. The Republican-controlled 
House passed this bill, overwhelmingly, that told the 
Pentagon: This is how much money you’re going to have to 
spend. 

So, now that the Pentagon has actually made the tough 
choices in terms of how to spend it, and I think made them 
quite well to reflect a broader strategy, for Congress to come 
along and say, ‘Oh, we can’t afford these cuts’ — you passed 
them. I think some of the rhetoric since this has come out has 
lost track of that fundamental reality that this is in keeping 
with the Budget Control Act, passed into law by Congress and 
the president. 

Q. Now that you’ve heard some of the congressional 
reaction to the initial 2013 budget details, are you worried 
that the committee will spend more time pushing back on 
the overall cuts versus looking at the actual details? 

A. What I’m worried about is you get into more parochial 
fights on this issue or that issue and we lose track of an 
overarching strategy. If the House or the Senate — Republican 
or Democratic — leadership wants to say, we’ve got a 
different strategy and here’s where we think the money should 
be spent, that’s one thing. But to just come along and say, 
‘don’t cut this; don’t cut that,’ doesn’t reflect the strategy, first 
and foremost, nor the budget that the Pentagon is required to 
work with. 

Whenever you’re the person with the only plan that’s out 
there, you’re going to be attacked. We’ll see what alternative 
plans are actually put on the table, as opposed to just sniping 
at one piece of it here or one piece of it there. What is the 
actual strategy that someone who doesn’t like this strategy 
would put on the table? What are they going to cut? What are 
they going to spend their money on? Let’s evaluate it based on 
that as opposed to evaluating the president’s strategy up 
against some picture-perfect infinite budget dreamland. 

Q. Some people are saying the Obama administration 
may have punted some bigger decisions until after the 
election, from keeping the 11th aircraft carrier to 
reforming military benefits to the size of the nuclear 
arsenal. Do you think so? 

A. Well, they fit the budget. The budget required the cuts 
and they had their five-year numbers. One thing we’re going 
to have to look at is: Do the Pentagon’s numbers add up? Do 
they have a plan in place that actually meets the numbers 
required or are they doing some rounding games? I don’t 
know. 

Q. The Pentagon announced that they’ll request at 
least one round of base closures. How do you think that 
will be received by Congress? 

A. I don’t know if Congress is going to get on board with 
it, but it needs to be done. We’re making significant changes 
in the force structure. I think without question we’re going to 
have to do base realignment. I don’t see how any person 
looking at the strategy and looking at the changes coming 
down could conclude otherwise. 

Q. Are you concerned by any of the rhetoric you hear 
around Washington in regard to China? Is there a risk of 
creating a self-fulfilling prophecy? 

A. I am concerned. I do think that a lot of times the 
rhetoric gets into a Cold War mentality of, ‘Well, we have to 
build this to counter that’ and China sees that and says, ‘Well, 
if they’re doing that, then we have to do this.’ We, I think, 
need to look at China as a country that has a definitive stake in 
global stability. There is no way on Earth that it is in their best 
interests or our best interests to have any sort of military 
conflict between the two of us. I hope that we understand that 
in our rhetoric and work toward it. 

Obviously, we have disagreements over a variety of 
different issues, but we have disagreements with a lot of 
different countries. I’ll tell you, there are a number of things 
that will determine how peaceful and stable the next 50 years 
are, but one of the top two is clearly whether or not we can 
find a way to peacefully coexist with China. 

Q. What is the other one? 
A. Our ability to deal with al-Qaida and their terrorist 

threat and other asymmetric threats. I have a long-winded 
answer on that one, because I think that really also has to do 
with stability in some unstable places and overall global 
development. When you have countries like Yemen and 
Somalia and Afghani-stan, and even to some extent, Pakistan, 
which are having major governance problems and major 
problems in terms of providing for their people through 
adequate development and adequate governance, that’s what 
feeds the instability. So, it’s not so much just al-Qaida as it’s 
the issue of ungoverned and ungovernable states and the chaos 
they can spread. How do we do global development better? 
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Q. Where does sequestration fit in? How do you think 
that will play out? 

A. Sequestration is not going to happen. Now, there are a 
couple of different ways this could play out. The best way for 
it to play out would be for us all to come together and pass a 
10-year budget that actually saves that $1.2 trillion, preferably 
more. That would be happy result No. 1 and that’s what I’m 
working toward. 

The second thing is the Bush tax cuts expire at the end of 
this year. That’s $4.2 trillion. If we don’t act — House, Senate 
and president — they all come back, $4.2 trillion. 

Now, there are several different rules here. Rule No. 1 is 
that you’re always in a better position if you’re hoping 
Congress doesn’t act, because it’s hard to get the House, 
Senate and president to agree. Typically trumping that rule in 
this case would be it’s a tax cut and looking at what we did 
two years ago, in 2010, we’ll just extend it. 

However, we have the third counterpoint here, which is if 
we pass and continue the Bush tax cuts completely that is the 
act that will force sequestration in December of 2012. Throw 
all that into the stew and I don’t think we pass a complete 
continuation of the Bush tax cuts, knowing that it will cause 
sequestration to actually happen. 

So, in December of 2012, one of two things is going to 
happen. Either A), we’re going to get some kind of grand 

bargain that will save at least the $1.2 trillion and stop 
sequestration, or B), we will have a stalemate for at least a 
couple of weeks in January; the Bush tax cuts will all come 
back and sequestration will be avoided. 

The Republicans and others are talking about ‘Well, 
couldn’t we just year by year find the savings to stop 
sequestration from happening?’ That’s great. That’s all we 
need, just one more thing that every year we have to come up 
with, some cobbled together solution to throw on top of the 
tax cuts, to throw on top of the Medicare fix, all these other 
things that we’ve been doing year by year. I am hoping that 
people will realize the folly of that and not do a year-by-year 
thing. 

Q. Would you support it if the committee voted on 
that? 

A. I certainly wouldn’t vote to separate out defense. I 
would not support that. If you’re going stop sequestration then 
stop sequestration on all of them. If they came up with a plan 
that said, ‘OK, here’s what we’re going to cut to get one year 
of savings’ ... You know, I don’t know if I would support it or 
not. I haven’t decided. I would argue and urge us to do a 10-
year solution, not a one-year solution, because that just puts us 
down the road to further madness. 
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39. 'Reversibility' In Budget Said To Impact Industry Multiple Ways 
(DEFENSE DAILY 31 JAN 12) ... Emelie Rutherford 

The Pentagon is "quite serious" about applying so-called 
reversibility to budget decisions that impact the defense 
industry, a senior official said yesterday. 

Undersecretary of Defense for Policy Michele Flournoy 
said reversibility, the noting of budgeting in a manner so that 
the military can quickly respond to unforeseen future threats, 
"means a couple things" for industry. Her comments came, 
during her final speech before leaving office this Friday, as 
pundits questioned just what the reversibility means. 

"Some have seized on this word, (reversibility), as a sign 
that our principles are not firmly fixed, or that our decisions 
on key programs are subject to rapid change," she said at the 
Reserve Officers Association's Annual National Security 
Symposium in Washington. "In fact, reversibility means 
something completely different. It refers to our ability to make 
course corrections in response to strategic, economic or 
technological change." 

Flournoy said Pentagon officials are trying to prevent 
situations where "if you lost a particular part of the industrial 
base it would take you years and years and years to recapture 
it, if ever." 

"That fact has been factored into some of our program and 
budget decisions," she said. "So even though a particular 
program may have been weak or something we thought about 
doing away with, if in doing away with that we would 
completely lose a capability or the ability to have that 
capability in the future on a timely or responsive basis, we've 
got input of what to do in that case." 

She acknowledged such decision-making is tied to a 
"complex calculus." 

"But we are quite serious about this notion of 
reversibility," she said, "because...it's very hard to predict the 

future in this current environment. But it's too important to 
keep this institution's ability to be responsive to the 
unforeseen." 

The guiding principle of reversibility also has spurred 
Pentagon officials to try to maintain investments in science 
and technology as well as research and development, she said. 

"That is the seed corn of our future," she said. 
Reversibility has been applied more broadly to the 

Pentagon's fiscal year 2013 budget proposal as well. 
For example, the budget seeks to start reducing ground 

forces while maintaining a high proportion of mid-grade 
officers who "would be at a particular premium if we needed 
to build up those forces quickly," Flournoy said yesterday. 

In this context, she told the Reserve Officers Association, 
"the Guard and the Reserve will play an extremely important 
role," because they give the military "built-in adaptability and 
resourcefulness." 

"We expect the reserve components to continue to provide 
both an operational and a strategic reserve in the future," she 
said. "They will continue to be a source of innovative 
approaches to building the capacity and critical partners 
around the world." 

Defense-budget observers have questioned the meaning of 
reversibility, which Deputy Defense Secretary Ashton Carter 
discussed Dec. 5 during a press briefing on the Pentagon's 
forthcoming FY '13 budget request, which it plans to send 
Congress on Feb. 13 (Defense Daily, Dec. 6). 

Todd Harrison, the senior fellow for defense budget 
studies at the Center for Strategic and Budgetary Assessments, 
said reversibility "could mean a lot of things" and could come 
at a cost. 
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"You can cut programs and then make some investments 
that mitigate the downside to the industrial base," he said last 
Friday at a Center for Strategic and International Studies 
(CSIS) event on the defense budget. "But often what will 
happen is your unit costs (for weapon systems) will go up and 
you'll be paying money in some cases to support overhead and 
infrastructure capacity in the industrial base, and skills in the 
industrial base, that you're not actively using." 

"There are good reasons to do that," Harrison said, "but it 
gets hard to defend that in front of Congress year after year." 
Thus, he said, "there are definitely risks involved." 

Clark Murdock, a CSIS senior adviser and director of its 
Defense and National Security Group, for his part said he 
"wouldn't pay too much attention to the word (reversibility) 
itself as promising a new concept." He noted past Pentagon 
talking about hedging, asking what-if questions, and 
synchronizing --terms he maintained connoted more content 
than they really did. 
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40. One Soldier's Progress Against Traumatic Brain Injury 
New treatment facility helps soldier make rapid progress against TBI 
(PROPUBLICA 30 JAN 12) ... Joaquin Sapien and Daniel Zwerdling 

When Army Sgt. Victor Medina returned home from Iraq 
in the summer of 2009, his life was a shambles. His tour had 
been cut short after he suffered a concussion during a roadside 
blast. Though his injury wasn't visible, he struggled with 
balance and noticed that his ability to read, think and even talk 
had changed for the worse. 

But in the spring of 2011, Medina became one of the first 
patients at the National Intrepid Center of Excellence, the 
military's $65 million, state-of-the-art treatment center for 
brain-injured soldiers. 

During his three weeks at the Bethesda, Md., center, the 
staff developed a rehabilitation program designed specifically 
for Medina. His recovery has progressed rapidly ever since, he 
and his wife, Roxana Delgado, told ProPublica and NPR. 

Medina has continued to work from El Paso, Texas, by 
videoconference with a speech therapist based at the center, 
and he said his stutter is improving. After his injury, he had 
struggled to read more than a paragraph; now he says he can 
read and absorb two pages in one sitting. Medina also was 
ordered to stop driving after his injury, but he told ProPublica 
and NPR that he has regained his ability to do that, too. 

"It's like night and day," Delgado said of his 
improvement. 

The couple believes that Medina benefited dramatically 
from media attention. In June 2010, ProPublica and NPR 
published stories about the couple's struggle to get medical 
treatment for Medina at Fort Bliss, Texas, where he was 
stationed at the time. The Army's vice chief of staff, Gen. 
Peter Chiarelli, denounced the reports at a hearing before the 
Senate Armed Services Committee as a "disservice ... to 
everyone." But a year later, Chiarelli flew the couple to 
Washington so they could talk privately to top commanders 
about their battles at Fort Bliss, and how to improve treatment 
for troops with TBI. 

Last year, Medina became one of NICOE's first patients. 
He received more than 100 hours of personalized treatment 
from neurologists, psychologists, physical therapists and 
others at the center, a NICOE spokesman said. Medina also 
had access to some of the center's virtual-reality equipment, 
which is used to simulate ordinary civilian activities like 
crossing the street and driving a car. 

Delgado and Medina have become advocates for victims 
of traumatic brain injury, or TBI, the signature injury of the 
Iraq and Afghanistan conflicts. Last week, Delgado was 
invited to attend President Barack Obama's State of the Union 

speech as a guest of Rep. Silvestre Reyes, D-Texas, whose 
district includes part of Fort Bliss. 

In an interview with ProPublica and NPR before the 
speech, Delgado said the invitation was "very empowering 
because it tells me that leadership and people in Congress are 
paying attention to traumatic brain injuries," she said. 

But not every soldier with a brain injury has been as 
fortunate as Medina. 

Delgado told ProPublica and NPR that she frequently 
receives calls from military wives who've had a hard time 
getting their husbands enrolled at NICOE, which has treated 
only about 200 soldiers since it opened in October 2011, 
center spokesman Joshua Stueve told ProPublica and NPR. 

By comparison, recent estimates show that nearly 230,000 
soldiers have been diagnosed with traumatic brain injuries, 
Stueve said. "We aren't going to make a huge dent in that 
population," said Stueve. Most of the center's $35 million 
budget is spent on research, not clinical care, he noted. 

To get into the program, a service member must be 
referred by a physician at his or her local military hospital, 
agree to live with other soldiers in a group house near the 
facility, and plan to continue military service after treatment. 

Brain-injured troops who don't plan on staying in the 
military have to rely on U.S. Veterans Affairs Department 
hospitals for treatment once they get out. But VA hospitals 
don't have the same resources or equipment as NICOE. 

Stueve said troops at NICOE benefit from being treated 
by an "inverted system" in which a soldier has the opportunity 
to work with perhaps 10 doctors at once, instead of being at a 
hospital where there might be just one doctor for every 10 
patients. The advantage, he said, is that a patient isn't shuffled 
to separate referrals from multiple specialists over the course 
of treatment. 

Stueve said the center "doesn't keep data" on how many 
soldiers are rejected, and handles only 20 patients at a time for 
about four weeks of concentrated treatment. 

"The real story here is patient experience," Stueve said. 
"The service members, when they come here, they feel like 
they are in control, and they play a huge part in their own 
treatment." 

Delgado agrees but said she knows "that's not the case for 
all service members, because some are denied a chance to go 
to NICOE. This should be the standard of care for everybody." 

The Pentagon plans to expand the NICOE system to other 
bases, Stueve said, but that effort could be stymied by pending 
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defense budget cuts. The defense department is drafting a plan 
to cut $259 billion from its budget over the next five years. 

The military is already having problems with its budgets 
for TBI and post-traumatic stress disorder. In a recent report to 

Congress, the Government Accountability Office said the 
defense department can't provide reliable data on how it spent 
$2.7 billion allocated to treat soldiers with brain injuries and 
psychological health problems. 

Return to Index 
 

41. Disability Claims Going Online 
(MILITARY UPDATE 29 JAN 12) ... Tom Philpott 

The only way to achieve Veterans Affairs Secretary Eric 
Shinseki's goal for 2015 — that every disability compensation 
claim gets processed within 125 days and with 98 percent 
accuracy — is to shift to a paperless claims system. And that 
transformation has begun. 

That was the testimony recently by VA's top claim 
processing official before the House veteran affairs' 
subcommittee on disability assistance. 

Tom Murphy, director of compensation service for the 
Veterans Benefits Administration (VBA), acknowledged the 
claims backlog has grown in recent years. 

Compensation and benefit claims pending at VA, as of 
Jan. 23, totaled 852,127 and 65 percent of them – 557,460 – 
had been filed by veterans more than 125 days ago, which 
means they are in "backlog" status. 

Over the last year VA processed almost a million claims 
but more than 1.3 million new claims were filed, some seeking 
compensation for the first time but most seeking an upgrade to 
current disability ratings. The number of veterans filing claims 
annually has more than doubled since 2000. 

The surge is tied to the Iraq and Afghanistan wars, court 
decisions and VA policy changes that made hundreds of 
thousands of Vietnam War veterans eligible for compensation 
for diseases linked to possible wartime exposure to herbicides, 
including Agent Orange. 

Murphy didn't challenge subcommittee complaints that 
the backlog is rising. But he did challenge a lawmaker who 
suggested that VA plans to move to electronic claim 
processing will only deepen the backlog, at least for a while. 

Given projected claims growth, Murphy asked, "How do 
we take care of those veterans in less than 125 days, which the 
secretary has stated is our goal, and do it with the resources we 
have currently on board? ...The only way we're going to do 
that is…to get out of the paper world and into the digital 
world." 

VA will introduce "very shortly" an electronic Claim for 
Disability. It will be available through VONAPP Direct 
Connect (VDC), VA's online e-benefits site. The VDC website 
currently allows veterans only to request changes to listed 
dependents on their benefits profile. 

To understand what's coming, Murphy said, veterans 
should think "along the line of your TurboTax interview 
process," but rather than filing income tax returns 
electronically, they will be prompted to file compensation 
claims. The process for an average claim will take 30 to 45 
minutes. 

"At the same time the veteran has the opportunity to 
submit any private evidence they want considered in the case," 
Murphy said. "And just that little bit I just described to you 
[will take] months out of our process." 

Most of the hearing, however, focused on VA's mammoth 
effort to apply current medical science and revise the VA 

Schedule for Rating Disabilities, or VASRD, by 2016. 
Disability evaluation boards have used the VASRD since the 
end of World War II to compensate veterans for average 
impairment in earning capacity caused by service-related 
conditions. 

Over the last 60 years VA has adjusted the VASRD 
piecemeal to account for new illnesses or some developments 
in medical science. But this is the first comprehensive review 
to ensure that disability categories, rating percentages and 
compensation levels are accurate and equitable. 

Representatives for several veterans' service organizations 
complained at the hearing that they have had few opportunities 
since the VASRD reform effort began two years ago to 
influence interim findings meaningfully. 

Frank Logalbo, national service director on benefits for 
the Wounded Warrior Project, said VASRD reform must 
support higher compensation for mental health disorders 
including post-traumatic stress disorder. He also said "deep 
flaws in both VA evaluation procedures and its rating criteria 
pose real problems for warriors bearing psychic combat 
wounds." 

"A one-time 20 to 30 minute conversation in a hospital 
office simply will not tell the most knowledgeable, 
conscientious examiner how the veteran functions in the 
community," Logalbo said. 

Retired Army Lt. Gen. James Terry Scott chaired the 
Veterans Disability Benefits Commission, which in 2007 
concluded that veterans with mental health ailments are 
undercompensated. It also recommended that Congress 
increase disability compensation by as much as 25 percent to 
recognize that disabled vets suffered a reduced quality of life. 

Scott now chairs VA's Advisory Committee on Disability 
Compensation, which has a major role in revising the 
VASRD. He said the compensation gap for mental health 
disorders is real and likely will be closed with a significant 
bump in VA ratings for ailments such as post-traumatic stress 
disorder. 

"What I think you're going to see…is that the degree of 
disability associated with PTSD is going to be recognized 
[with] a higher percentage disability rating assigned," Scott 
said. 

Scott has lost some of his earlier enthusiasm for 
compensating disabled veterans' for reduced quality of life, 
saying it can argue the issue is addressed in part through other 
benefits including the caregiver compensation law passed last 
year. And VA already pays Special Monthly Compensation to 
the most severely disabled, he noted. Any additional pay for 
loss of quality of life probably should build on that and 
continue to target only veterans with very serious disabilities, 
Scott said. 

Return to Index 
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42. Naval Academy Leadership Conference Opens With Former Apple Exec 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 30 JAN 12) ... Jessica Clark, U.S. Naval Academy 

ANNAPOLIS, Md. -- An entrepreneur and author opened 
the Naval Academy Leadership Conference Jan. 30 with a 
speech about the leadership skills he learned from Steve Jobs 
while working for Apple. 

Currently the co-founder of Alltop.com, an online 
magazine rack of popular topics on the web, and a founding 
partner at Garage Technology Ventures, Guy Kawasaki was 
formerly the chief evangelist at Apple, responsible for 
convincing companies to buy Apple products. 

Steve Jobs is one of only two men Kawasaki recognizes 
as true business visionaries. Walt Disney is the second, he 
said. 

"The world is not as interesting a place without Steve 
Jobs," said Kawasaki. "We were on a mission from Steve to 
change the world." 

One of the lessons Kawasaki learned from his work at 
Apple was to not take the word of experts as gospel, he said. 

"For you young people wanting to be leaders ... you need 
to discover for yourself. You need to investigate. You should 

have a very skeptical attitude. Do not default to people who 
claim they are experts," Kawasaki said. 

He also learned that customers define what they want 
based on what they already know - it's up to the innovator to 
develop something new. And even organizations often "define 
themselves by what they do rather than what they provide," 
said Kawasaki. 

He encouraged young leaders instead to be innovative, to 
think big. 

"The biggest challenges beget the best work," he said. 
Steve Jobs set out to change the world, and he did it about 

five times, said Kawasaki. "Most people are lucky to change 
the world once." 

The annual leadership conference at the Naval Academy 
is designed to explore relevant challenges and issues that 
leaders and organizations face both in the military and the 
civilian sector. This year's theme is "Visionary Leadership: 
Navigating Through Uncharted Waters." 
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43. Military Probe Adding To Skepticism Of DMAA 
(STARS AND STRIPES 29 JAN 12) ... Travis J. Tritten 

CAMP FOSTER, Okinawa — The Defense Department is 
investigating a popular body-building supplement suspected in 
the deaths of two soldiers as well as organ failure and other 
serious health problems in others. 

Dimethylamylamine, also known as DMAA, has been 
banned by several countries and outlawed by major 
professional sports organizations. The supplement, sold in 
products such as OxyElite Pro and Jack3d, was pulled from 
military exchanges in late December but remains widely 
available in stateside stores and can be delivered to troops who 
order products online. 

The DOD safety review has added to growing concerns 
over the side effects of the amphetamine-like substance and 
underscored mounting evidence that the substance’s 
manufacturer skirted U.S. federal drug safeguards — and 
flooded products into stores — under false claims that DMAA 
is a natural ingredient. 

The military will “scientifically review and validate the 
available data regarding the safety of DMAA-containing 
products,” Peter Graves, spokesman for the assistant secretary 
of defense for health affairs, said in an email to Stars and 
Stripes. “The other services have a vested interest in the 
results of this study and have some collaboration in the 
review.” 

Graves said the department would not speculate on when 
the review might be completed. 

Retailers and supplement makers have said they are 
cooperating with the effort, and said the services will 
determine the product to be safe. 

One of the manufacturers, USPlabs, says recent testing — 
during which subjects were given DMAA supplements for two 
weeks — confirmed that the product is safe. 

“At the beginning and end of the study, blood pressure, 
heart rate and various indicators of renal and liver function 
were assessed. The study found that there were no statistically 

significant changes from baseline to the end of the study. No 
serious adverse events were noted,” the company said last 
month in a news release. 

Still, the Army and Air Force Exchange Service and the 
Navy Exchange chose to recall all fitness supplements 
containing DMAA, and the Army launched a safety review in 
December after the deaths of two soldiers who collapsed 
during fitness training. There also have been reports of liver 
and kidney failure, seizures, loss of consciousness, heat injury 
and muscle breakdown, according to the Army. 

Autopsies found that both soldiers had the substance in 
their bodies when they died, according to the service. The 
Army has not identified the soldiers, citing privacy rules, or 
disclosed the number of other health problems that could be 
linked to the supplement. 

This month, the DOD said it will collect available studies 
on the supplement and all the services will share health data 
on DMAA with the Army Health Policy and Services 
Directorate and Army Public Health Command, which will 
continue to helm the investigation. 

“While the review is ongoing and methodologies are still 
developing, we are seeking to include all credible 
information,” Graves said. “We are including data from 
multiple sources to build a thorough review, including 
scientific studies and adverse event reports.” 

The military investigation comes about six years after 
DMAA hit the fitness supplement market in the United States. 
It was originally sold over the Internet in 2006 by a chemist 
who admitted to supplying steroids to BALCO, the laboratory 
responsible for one of the biggest professional sports doping 
scandals in U.S. history, according to an investigation by the 
Washington Post. 

It has since been banned by Major League Baseball and 
the World Anti-Doping Agency as a performance-enhancing 
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drug. The governments of Canada and New Zealand have also 
recently banned it as an unapproved synthetic drug. 

But DMAA supplement sales are booming in the United 
States. Fitness retailer General Nutrition Centers said it has 
sold about 440 million supplements containing DMAA since 
2007, but declined to release its military sales figures. 

DMAA was listed as an ingredient in at least 15 products 
that were sold as workout performance boosters at GNC 
outlets in military exchange stores around the world, until the 
Army recall in December. 

The military safety review has added to growing 
skepticism over whether DMAA is really a natural product 
that can legally be sold in the U.S. without first undergoing 
extensively FDA drug testing. 

“I do believe these [military] deaths have added a lot of 
fuel to the fire,” said James Neal-Kababick, an Oregon lab 
director with two decades of experience analyzing 
supplements, including ones containing extract from the edible 
geranium plant. 

The marketing of DMAA as a flower extract is “all based 
on a house of cards that is completely false and erroneous,” 
said Neal-Kababick, an outspoken critic of DMAA. “I’ve 
looked at hundreds of geranium oils and we’ve never seen that 
compound.” 

The claim that DMAA is natural has allowed supplement 
makers to “clandestinely” add a synthetic stimulant into 
products sold to servicemembers while avoiding the high cost 
of seeking FDA approval, he said. 

The FDA does not approve dietary supplements before 
they are sold that already exist in the food chain and in the 
human body, but it does require years of testing and review of 
synthetic drugs to determine whether benefits outweigh health 
risks. Federal approval of a new drug costs up to $1 billion for 
private testing and monitoring Neal-Kababick said. 

Companies began asking Neal-Kababick to analyze 
proposed DMAA supplement products in 2009, and his 
research led him to believe it is a potentially dangerous 
synthetic drug, he said. 

The FDA declined to comment on DMAA or provide any 
information on its safety. The agency requires companies to 
report any health incidents that might have been caused by 
dietary products. 

“FDA never confirms, denies or comments on whether or 
not there is an open investigation or pending regulatory 
action,” FDA spokesman Siobhan DeLancey said in an email. 

Last summer, the Canadian health ministry determined 
that DMAA is not an extract of geranium, making it an 
unapproved drug in that country. Additionally, research 
published in December shows the National Measurement 
Institute in Australia found no evidence that DMAA can be 
found naturally or created without synthetic material. 

Claims that the supplement is found in geraniums appear 
to be a “marketing ploy,” researchers concluded. 

USPlabs, which makes the highly popular Jack3d and 
OxyElite Pro pre-work supplements, strongly denied the 
stimulant is a synthetic drug and maintained that its 
supplements are safe. 

“DMAA is a constituent of the geranium plant. There is 
not a consensus — scientific or otherwise — to rebut those 
findings,” company spokesman Wyeth Ruthven wrote in a 
response to Stars and Stripes. “Speculation and conjecture is 
not scientific consensus.” 

The substance is a mild stimulant similar to caffeine and 
has never caused a corroborated adverse health problem, 
according to Ruthven. 

The company cited studies published late last year in an 
online peer-reviewed medical journal, which compared 
DMAA to caffeine and found it did not cause any negative 
effects to the blood, blood pressure or heart rate when taken 
by test subjects for a short period. 

Still, the supplement industry changed tack on DMAA 
this month when the American Herbal Products Association, 
which represents more than 200 supplement makers including 
USPlabs, enacted a new code of ethics that directs members to 
avoid listing DMAA as an extract of geranium on supplement 
labels. 

“We became aware that there were companies who were 
marketing DMAA as germanium oil and geranium stem,” said 
Michael McGuffin, president of the AHPA. “When we looked 
at it closer, we realized they were selling a synthetic ingredient 
that was not derived from geranium.” 

But the trade organization has remained neutral on the 
regulation of DMAA and has seen no evidence that DMAA 
supplements are unsafe after millions of sales in recent years, 
McGuffin said. 

“I think what we can say with certainty is there is no 
conclusion,” McGuffin said. “We have strong opinions on 
both sides.” 
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44. Better Information Sharing Between Public, Private Sectors Needed, Report Says 
(DEFENSE DAILY 31 JAN 12) ... Pat Host 

Sharing information and best practices among 
government, industry and academia is crucial to nations 
shoring up their cyber security defenses, according to a report 
released yesterday. 

Cyber-security: The Vexed Question of Global Rules, a 
joint report by security technology company McAfee and the 
Belgium-based think tank Security & Defence Agenda, said to 
have a good picture of the risks and dangers on the internet, 
the private sector has to share information with the public and 
vice versa. For instance, the report cites, what if a series of 
cyber attacks directed at governments were somehow related 
to similar attacks aimed at financial institutions. 

The next step would be to pass on this information to 
academia. 

"We can't have security and obscurity," said Jesus Luna, a 
cyber security researcher for the Germany-based Deeds 
Group. "Academia can provide the algorithms and the 
techniques, but we are missing the data that validates our 
research. We need private and public information." 

Two examples of improved information sharing between 
the private and public sectors are the Common Assurance 
Maturity Model (CAMM) and the Cloud Security Alliance 
(CSA). According to its website, CSA is a non-profit, third-
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party organization that promotes the use of best practices for 
providing security assurance within cloud computing. 

Unfortunately, many private companies are unwilling to 
share information with other companies in fear of a 
competitive disadvantage and are afraid to share the 
information with the government for fear it will be misused. 
But increased information sharing would benefit everyone, 
Costin Raiu, director for global research and analysis at 
Kaspersky Labs, said in the report. 

"Governments and the military will see marked 
improvement in their security," he said. "Academia will be 
able to develop new protocols and design new architectures, 
and if users are better protected, cyber crime will go down." 

The report also recommends increasing public awareness 
of how individuals can protect their own data. With the 
proliferation of easy-internet-access devices like smartphones, 
many people indiscriminately transfer sensitive information 
that could be accessible to criminals. Tim Scully, head of 
cyber security for BAE Systems in Australia, said in the report 

that people need to focus on protecting their most sensitive 
information rather than the system itself. 

Oliver Caleff, a senior security consultant with CERT-
DEVOTEAM in France, said in the report that educating and 
training users would be a big step. 

"I would say that's 80 percent of the solution," he said. 
A third suggestion is examining the opportunities and 

problems created with cloud computing and smart phones. 
According to the report, cloud computing is rapid, on-demand 
network access to a shared pool of computing resources. One 
issue with cloud computing is legal jurisdiction. The report 
cites Google having one-third of its cloud in Canada. 

Other recommendations made in the report include: 
prioritizing information protection; improving cyber-
confidence building measures as an alternative to global 
treaties; improving communication among policymakers, 
technological experts and business leaders both at the national 
and international levels; and finding ways of establishing trust 
between the private and public sectors. 

View Report (PDF) 
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OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
45. Obama Exploits The Navy SEALs 
There may be political value in detailing how our special forces hunted bin Laden, but doing so threatens 
troop safety and future missions. 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 31 JAN 12) ... Leif Babin 

America's premier Special Operations force is once again 
in the headlines after a team of Navy SEALs rescued two 
hostages from captivity in Somalia last week. Elite U.S. forces 
have carried out such operations periodically over the past 
decade, always with skill and bravery. The difference in recent 
months is that the details of their work haven't remained 
secret. On the contrary, government officials have revealed 
them for political gain—endangering our forces in the process. 

The floodgates opened after the raid that killed Osama bin 
Laden last May, and the Obama administration's lack of 
discretion was on display again at last week's State of the 
Union address. As President Obama entered the House 
chamber, in full view of the cameras, he pointed to Defense 
Secretary Leon Panetta and exclaimed: "Good job tonight, 
good job tonight." Clearly something had happened that he 
wanted the world to know about. 

After delivering his speech, which included multiple 
references to the bin Laden raid, the president again thanked 
Mr. Panetta. "That was a good thing tonight," he said as if to 
ensure that the viewing public, if they missed it initially, 
would get it a second time around. 

Sure enough, shortly thereafter, the White House 
announced the successful rescue of the hostages in Somalia by 
U.S. Special Operations forces. Vice President Biden appeared 
on ABC's "Good Morning America" to highlight the success 
the next morning, and Mr. Panetta also publicly praised it. 
Then came the "anonymous U.S. officials" to provide 
extensive details of who conducted the raid and how. As with 
the bin Laden operation, the top-secret unit that carried it out 
was again front-page news, as were its methods and tactics. 

Our special operators do not welcome this publicity. In 
fact, from conversations I've had in recent days, it's clear they 
are dismayed by it. 

Adm. William H. McRaven, America's top special-
operations commander, wrote in his 1996 book "Spec Ops" 
that there are six key principles of success in special 
operations. Of paramount importance—especially given the 
risk and sensitivity of the missions and the small units 
involved—is what the military calls "operational security," or 
maintaining secrecy. If the enemy learns details and can 
anticipate the manner and timing of an attack, the likelihood of 
success is significantly reduced and the risk to our forces is 
significantly increased. 

This is why much of what our special-operators do is 
highly classified, and why military personnel cannot legally 
divulge it to the public. Yet virtually every detail of the bin 
Laden raid has appeared in news outlets across the globe—
from the name of the highly classified unit to how the U.S. 
gathered intelligence, how many raiders were involved, how 
they entered the grounds, what aircraft they used, and how 
they moved through the compound. Such details were highly 
contained within the military and not shared even through 
classified channels. Yet now they are available to anyone with 
the click of a mouse. 

It's difficult for military leaders to enforce strict standards 
of operational security on their personnel while the most 
senior political leadership is flooding the airwaves with 
secrets. The release of classified information has also opened a 
Pandora's box of former and retired SEALs, special operators, 
and military personnel who have chosen to violate their non-
disclosure agreements and discuss intricate details of how 
such operations are planned and executed. 
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We've already begun seeing specific examples of strategic 
harm from the post-bin Laden leaks. In June, Pakistan arrested 
several individuals who allegedly provided information to the 
CIA in advance of the raid. One of those charged with treason 
was a Pakistani doctor, Shakil Afridi. This Sunday, Mr. 
Panetta confirmed to "60 Minutes" that Dr. Afridi had 
provided "very helpful" intelligence to the CIA. That may 
have condemned Dr. Afridi to death or life imprisonment. 

Such disclosures are catastrophic to U.S. intelligence 
networks, which often take years to develop. Recklessness not 
only puts lives at risk but could set U.S. intelligence-collection 
efforts back decades. Our ability to carry out future operations 
is significantly degraded—something not lost on Pakistan. 

A week after the bin Laden raid, then-Secretary of 
Defense Robert Gates expressed dismay about Washington's 
loose lips, telling a town hall meeting of U.S. Marines at 

Camp Lejeune: "Frankly, a week ago Sunday, in the Situation 
Room, we all agreed that we would not release any operational 
details from the effort to take out bin Laden. That all fell apart 
on Monday—the next day." 

Do the president and his top political advisers understand 
what's at stake for the special-operations forces who carry out 
these dangerous operations, or the long-term strategic 
consequences of divulging information about our most highly 
classified military assets and intelligence capabilities? It is 
infuriating to see political gain put above the safety and 
security of our brave warriors and our long-term strategic 
goals. Loose lips sink ships. 

Mr. Babin is a former Navy SEAL officer who served 
three tours in Iraq, earning a Silver Star, two Bronze Stars 
and a Purple Heart. He left active duty six months ago. 
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46. Guns, Now Butter 
The Pentagon owes Americans real budget cuts 
(PITTSBURGH POST-GAZETTE 31 JAN 12) ... Editorial 

President Barack Obama and every other American who 
believes that the Department of Defense has become oversized 
in the past 11 years of unremitting warfare must pay close 
attention as the Pentagon puts forward what are allegedly 
proposed budget cuts. 

The first thing to watch is the timeline. The next five 
years should include the end of the Afghanistan war, which 
Mr. Obama has promised to terminate in 2014 by the 
withdrawal of U.S. troops. Nonetheless, the Pentagon's 
proposed budget this year is $531 billion, with a request for 
$567 billion in 2017. 

Also worth watching is what is included in the proposal. 
Even though the designated primary mission of the Defense 
Department is maintaining a military in defense of the nation, 
it normally does not include war spending in its budget. In 
2012 that will amount to $115 billion, which pushed this 
year's total Pentagon budget to $646 billion, not the 
announced $531 billion. 

Those are the real numbers, not the $259 billion in cuts 
the department has proposed, or the $487 billion in reductions 
over 10 years that Mr. Obama has talked about. There is also 
the matter of the additional $500 billion in cuts that must take 
place, starting in 2013, if Congress is not able to reach a 
bipartisan budget agreement to reduce the deficit and the still-
spiralling national debt. 

The Defense Department also appears to be trying out an 
age-old bureaucratic trick -- promote the cuts that are least 
likely to be accepted by Congress and maybe even by the 
public. In that regard, the Pentagon has proposed reducing the 
size of the Army and the Marines, both of which have 
powerful lobbying machines. It is once again talking about 
base closings, a measure that always prompts impassioned 
pleas in the states affected. Another proposal is to make 
military retirees pay higher health premiums, which will 
prompt sympathy on behalf of the numerous beneficiaries. 

The other fast move being attempted by the Pentagon is 
promising to stretch out, rather than cancel, the purchase of 
new ships and planes. The problem with that was amply 
demonstrated by the F-35 jet fighter project, which became 
one of the most costly undertaken by the Pentagon. Those 
enterprises always seem to take longer than expected and cost 
more than estimated. So, proposed cuts in areas like that must 
be regarded with skepticism. 

The long and short of it is that America expects and 
deserves a peace dividend -- concrete budget savings -- with 
the end of the Iraq and Afghanistan wars. Any efforts by the 
Pentagon to keep spending at wartime levels -- and worse, to 
crank up a new war, as with Iran -- must be stifled by the 
president and the voters. 
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47. Bipartisan Strategy Takes Shape To Close Overseas U.S. Bases 
(DEFENSE NEWS 29 JAN 12) ... Raymond DuBois and David Vine 

At a time when bipartisanship on Capitol Hill has 
essentially disappeared, an intriguing example of cross-party 
consensus has emerged in a relatively obscure area of foreign 
policy: closing overseas military bases. 

Since debt debates heated up last summer and with the 
Pentagon soon to release the details of budget reductions, a 
growing group of prominent politicians across a broad 
political spectrum has called for reducing U.S. military 
installations and forces overseas to produce significant 
savings. The unusual coalition includes Republican Sen. Kay 
Bailey Hutchison and Democratic Sen. Jon Tester, Republican 

presidential candidate Rep. Ron Paul and outgoing House 
Democrat Barney Frank. 

While last week the Pentagon announced it will request 
another Base Realignment and Closure (BRAC) round, a large 
network of bases abroad remains. According to the Pentagon, 
the U.S. maintains nearly 700 military base sites outside the 
50 states and Washington (and this number does not include 
our 400 bases in Afghanistan). Many are relics of the Cold 
War, with some in place for nearly seven decades. Today, the 
U.S. has almost 200 base sites in Germany, 108 in Japan and 
82 in South Korea. 
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The supporters of the status quo will say that countries 
like Japan, South Korea and some NATO allies will often 
cover some of our bases’ expenses. While this is true, there are 
the additional costs of providing housing and transportation 
for U.S. troops and their families overseas, of providing 
schools for children, of shipping cars to service members 
abroad, of providing base security and of paying unofficial 
forms of “rent” to foreign governments. 

While onetime closing costs must be accounted for, we 
need to consider the positive economic effects on U.S. host 
communities: Do we want U.S. troops paying rent to German 
landlords and spending their money at German bars and 
restaurants, or do we want significant portions of their 
taxpayer-funded paychecks going back into local economies 
around Fort Bragg, N.C., and Camp Pendleton, Calif.? 

Conservative Sen. Tom Coburn and the liberal Center for 
American Progress agree that cutting deployments in Europe 
and Asia by a third would save $70 billion by 2021. The 
Institute for Policy Studies puts the savings from overseas 
base closures as high as $184 billion over 10 years. 

And we could achieve these savings at a time when 
technological advances and prepositioned equipment allow us 
to deploy troops almost anywhere nearly as quickly and more 
reliably from Fort Bragg as from Ramstein Air Base in 
Germany, as a Bush administration study found. 

But the costs extend beyond the economic. In some cases, 
our bases have increased bilateral tensions, weakened 
alliances and increased domestic political difficulties for our 
allies. Perhaps most damaging, our bases sometimes engender 
anti-Americanism, the most prominent case being decades of 
protests in Okinawa and the need to close the Futenma air 
base. 

For too long, people have assumed that more bases abroad 
meant more national security. We must question this 
assumption. There are far more effective and economical ways 
than covering the globe with permanent bases to maintain 

strong, constructive ties with other nations, to forge 
relationships with future foreign military (and diplomatic) 
leaders, and to protect our citizens. Continual global rotational 
training deployments and military school exchanges will be 
key to accomplishing that end. 

Last week the Pentagon rightly acknowledged, “we 
cannot afford to sustain infrastructure that is excess to our 
needs in this budget environment.” Another BRAC for 
domestic bases is a much-needed step to reduce such excess 
capacity, but we must first look overseas. Indeed, engaging in 
a review focused on closing unnecessary bases abroad (as the 
2012 Defense Authorization Act requires) offers an 
opportunity to make the nation more secure fiscally, militarily 
and diplomatically. 

We should begin in some obvious places: Closing 
Futenma and re-evaluating the entire Marine presence on 
Okinawa; scaling back the multibillion-dollar base buildup on 
Guam; returning another Army brigade from Europe and 
closing additional Cold War-era facilities in Western Europe; 
halting the construction of permanent and “enduring” 
infrastructure projects in Afghanistan given the planned 2014 
withdrawal; and rethinking the scope and size of bases in 
Honduras and elsewhere in Latin America. 

With the details of Pentagon cuts to be released in 
February, and with a broad spectrum of voices calling 
attention to the costs of overseas bases, there exists an all-too-
rare opportunity to build an unusually bipartisan cost-cutting 
coalition. This is an ideal moment to re-evaluate our global 
posture, to begin closing unnecessary and wasteful bases, and 
to strengthen our national security in the process. 

Raymond DuBois is a senior adviser at the Center for 
Strategic and International Studies in Washington. He served 
as deputy undersecretary of Defense for installations and 
environment from 2001 to 2005. David Vine is an assistant 
professor of anthropology at American University. 
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BBLLOOGGSS::  
48. EXCERPTS FROM BLOGS AROUND THE WORLD 
(PUBLISHED 27 – 30 JAN 12) 

 
The Naval Century and Global American Sea Power 

by UIltimaRatioReg from U.S. Naval Institute Blog, 
January 27 

Thursday morning, Under Secretary of the Navy (and 
more importantly, former Marine artilleryman) Robert O. 
Work skilfully executed his own “pivot.” Secretary Work had 
intended to deliver remarks regarding the program choices 
associated with the recently-released Defense budget. Well, 
you go to the podium with the speech you have, not the one 
you wish you had. It seems SECNAV was not going to 
publicly comment until later in the day, so Secretary Work 
chose not to publicly do so ahead of that, and instead delivered 
an enthusiastic and decidedly upbeat address on the challenges 
and opportunities facing the Navy-Marine Corps Team in the 
coming century. 

Secretary Work referenced former CJCS Admiral 
Mullen’s talk of the previous day, and lived up to his well-
deserved reputation for his grasp of history and its relevance 

to future events. Diverging from Admiral Mullen’s views of 
the uniqueness of the path ahead, Secretary Work outlined the 
challenges faced by President Eisenhower in 1953, an ongoing 
war far larger than the current and recent conflicts combined, 
an existential threat from a peer enemy about to detonate a 
thermonuclear device of their own, faltering allies asking for 
assistance in remote regions of the globe, and an electorate 
very tired of war. Indeed his example speaks to the tendency 
to consider present challenges as groundbreaking and 
unprecedented, when in point of fact, they are usually not 
nearly quite so. 

Secretary Work proceeded to provide a Huntington-esque 
perspective on the history of America’s military eras, as 
defined by salient policy events. That perspective is worth 
summarizing here. 

The Continental Era 
July 4th 1776 to December 1, 1890 
America’s Army was dominant, with an intermittent and 

largely coastal (with notable exceptions) Navy and small 
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Marine Corps, no overseas bases, and a focus on western 
expansion across the North American continent. The era ended 
with the tragic events at Wounded Knee, which was the last of 
the frontier fights. During the Continental Era, for every 
month the United States was at war, she spends approximately 
six months at peace. 

The Trans-Oceanic Era 
December 1, 1890 to March 12, 1947 
America becomes a two-ocean Mahanian maritime nation 

once and for all, and after massive military commitment to 
winning two world wars, is a world power with overseas 
bases, with far-flung interests, and security commitments to 
allies and former adversaries (whom we have to build up from 
virtual ruin) on almost every continent. The era ends with the 
announcement of the Truman Doctrine, and the beginning of 
the Cold War. For every month of war during the Trans-
Oceanic Era, there are 5.2 months of peace. 

The Cold War 
March 12, 1947 to May 12, 1989 
Containment of the Soviet Union, a peer adversary, which 

dominates Eastern Europe and makes serious inroads in Asia, 
southern Europe, and Latin America. Large wars in Korea and 
Vietnam, the respective growth and contraction of the U.S. 
Military in the aftermath of those wars, and lots of little wars 
by proxy, and an existential threat of Soviet first strike. The 
Cold War is declared over on May 12, 1989, by President 
George H W Bush. Indeed, in 1990-91, forces from Europe 
are sent to Saudi Arabia for the Gulf War, more than a year 
before the final collapse of the Soviet Union. In this 
increasingly active era, aside from a Cold War for the entirety, 
for each month of hot war, the United States is only at peace 
for 2.67 months. 

The Global Era 
May 12, 1989 to December 31, 2011 
Two wars in Iraq, 9/11, the war in Afghanistan, protracted 

and expensive efforts at nation-building are the events of the 
most active time for America’s military in her entire history. 
For every month at war during this Global Era, America will 
have just 1.08 months of peace. The Global Era ends, 
according to Secretary Work, with the end of the war in Iraq 

The beginning of 2012 is the beginning of the “Naval 
Century.” 

This era, says Secretary Work, will be one of global 
American sea power, focused on the western Pacific, always a 
maritime region, and the Middle East, which is becoming 
increasingly so. 

Secretary Work asserts that this nation’s military, its 
people and equipment, are tired out. They need to be 
refreshed, revitalized, and allowed to recover from the strain 
of two protracted wars. And the military needs to shrink. 
Especially in manpower, the single highest cost category. 

I reproduce Secretary Work’s perspective in near entirety 
because I believe it is cogent and well-thought, from someone 
whose grasp of history is superb, and because it is worthwhile. 
It also allows us to put current conditions in context. Some of 
his points are excellent, and provide an insight into how Mr. 
Work thinks of what he calls the Total Force Battle Network 
and its shape in the coming decades. 

This Total Force Battle Network will be characterized by 
a Navy-Marine Corps team capable of forcible entry and 
power projection globally, and an ability to keep vital SLOCs 

open to freedom of navigation. This Naval force will be 
characterized by thoroughly networked platforms and 
weapons, unmanned systems in all three dimensions, with 
technology-enabled combat power second to none. An 
increased emphasis on SOF throughout the services, Navy and 
Marine Corps included, and a more capable maritime domain 
awareness using unmanned and manned platforms to cover 
vital areas nationally and globally. Forward presence in vital 
regions will be credibly maintained. This force will be 
maintained and sustained by personnel strengths equal to the 
task, a break from the “optimal manning” experiment that 
went “too far.” 

This will also be a force that is used less frequently than 
were forces in the Global Era, allowing for time to train and 
maintain, and to test and experiment with new technologies 
and new methods of employment. And, passionately, Mr. 
Work reminded us that the people who make up our Naval 
forces, Sailors and Marines, will remain the single greatest 
asset the Total Force Battle Network can employ. They will 
remain the professional, motivated, educated young warriors 
that are exemplified by CDR Ernest Evans, who told his crew 
of Johnston (DD- 557) “This is a fighting ship, and I intend to 
take her into harm’s way!.” And at Samar, when eight 
Japanese capital ships appeared on the horizon, turned his 
destroyer toward the vastly superior force and interject his 
little ship in between the Japanese and the escort carriers of his 
task force. The decision cost him his ship and his life, but 
helped save the Task Force and possibly the Leyte landings 
further south. It also earned CDR Evans a posthumous Medal 
of Honor. Our people and our Navy and Marine Corps will do 
the things that are required to be the best in the world, 
because, as in the past, they will be “great by choice.” 

Secretary Work’s words should be inspirational to any 
Sailor or Marine who takes pride in his service. The Navy 
Undersecretary is definitely on our side. He is a man who says 
what he means and means what he says. The coming cuts, the 
$480 billion in the next ten years, are challenging but 
workable. They represent a drawdown of some 24% of the 
U.S. Military, which Mr. Work points out is rather less than 
that of other post-war draw-downs, including the years of the 
“Peace Dividend” following the Cold War and Desert Storm. 
His was definitely a tone of confidence in the future of our 
Naval forces. 

I hope he is correct. I hope we have a strategy 
commensurate with our capabilities, and our reach doesn’t 
exceed our grasp. And that our focus on SOF and unmanned 
systems will not require the “Plan B” of conventional forces in 
great numbers, because they simply will not be there. 
Whatever the numbers of ships, systems, and personnel we 
settle on, that cannot be the starting point for the ill-conceived 
concept of further pinching of pennies by chasing temporary 
savings (“Optimal Manning,” deferring maintenance, retiring 
warships at half their service lives) that result in driving up 
long-term costs and reducing effectiveness. 

And I hope he is right about sequestration. Because, as 
upbeat and slightly sanguine as Secretary Work’s words were, 
even he admits that the cuts that would come in that event will 
devastate our nation’s defenses and make any meaningful 
National Military Strategy impossible. 
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Top SEAL: Amid Hollywood Hoopla, Quiet Preferred 
by Gidget Fuentes from The Scoop Deck (Navy Times), 
January 27 

The Navy’s “silent” warriors won’t exactly be off radar 
when “Act of Valor” hits the theaters in February. The movie, 
produced by the Bandito Brothers, is notable for the use of 
some real Navy SEALs, rather than more actors, to portray the 
commandos. 

Since the successful killing of Osama bin Laden last year, 
and even the 2009 rescue of an American boat captain held 
hostage by Somali pirates, the oft-secretive naval special 
warfare community has been in the spotlight more than usual. 
The occasional best-selling book and, unfortunately, tragic 
losses of SEALs fallen in combat capture the public’s focus. 
This week’s news that SEALs – presumably Naval Special 
Warfare Development Group, aka SEAL Team 6 – parachuted 
into Somalia and rescued an American female aid worker and 
a Danish man kidnapped by Somali pirates further adds to the 
attention. 

“It’s pretty hot in the kitchen right now,” Rear Adm. Sean 
Pybus, a top SEAL officer, told a San Diego defense industry 
conference Jan. 24, hours after the successful mission was a 
wrap. “The SEAL brand is red hot.” 

Part of that is by design. To pull off “Act of Valor,” the 
directors sent teams to embed with real SEALs and special 
warfare combatant craft crewmen with the intent of helping 
them portray naval special warfare more realistically. That 
relationship, five years in the making, required approval from 
the top – which it got. Several real SEALs, who typically 
shield their identities when they are operational, will be 
portrayed on the big screen as well as in promotion literature, 
trailers and press kits, perhaps. But their names won’t be on 
the credits. You can catch the trailer here, and the official 
website here. 

Much like what the Navy saw when “Top Gun” was 
released in 1986, top officials expect the movie will help with 
recruitment. But all that attention can be discomfiting to those 
who consider themselves “quiet professionals.” 

“Operations security matters to us,” said Pybus, before 
showing the movie trailer to the morning audience. 
“Inaccurate or incomplete pictures…concern me,” he 
continued. “We as a community are not used to operating 
under such a spotlight. We’ll figure this out.” 

SEALs and SWCCs, and others within the community, he 
noted, are proud of their work outside the public spotlight. 
“We’ll work for positive outcomes, find better ways to protect 
sensitive information and our force and our families,” he said, 
“and we’ll adapt.” 

If there are fewer movies or books about SEALs, what 
they do and who they are, that might suit Pybus just fine. “I 
would like to think that your reputation as a naval special 
warfare operator or enabler would be sufficient when you 
transition to civilian life,” he said, responding to an audience 
question. “You’d be quietly proud of that.” 

 
The War Without a Loser by John B. Hattendorf from 

Bookshelf (Wall Street Journal), January 28 
Mr. Hattendorf is the Ernest J. King Professor of 

maritime history at the U.S. Naval War College in Newport, 
R.I. Here, he reviews the following to books: How Britain Won 

the War of 1812 by Brian Arthur and 1812: The Navy's War, 
By George C. Daugha. 

The War of 1812 used to be called the forgotten war. The 
bicentenary of the three-year conflict between the United 
States and Britain, now upon us, has finally begun to inspire 
historians to shed more light on it. For even after 200 years it 
is not agreed who won—or, rather, there are still significant 
differences in national viewpoints. 

Among the participants, the Canadians have typically 
seen the war as their heroic stand against American 
aggression, during which they turned back repeated invasion 
attempts by President James Madison's army and American 
militiamen. The British, when they have not overlooked the 
conflict entirely because of their preoccupation with the 
concurrent Napoleonic wars, have seen the war as a British 
victory that prevented America from incorporating Canada. 
American historians have often looked back on the war as a 
glorious naval event, highlighted by a series of frigate 
victories under the leadership of heroic captains such as 
Joshua Barney, Isaac Hull, John Rodgers and Thomas Truxton 
and by the two fleet victories in miniature on the Great Lakes 
led by Thomas Macdonough and Oliver Hazard Perry. Indeed, 
the War of 1812 was long regarded by Americans as a 
victorious second war of independence from Britain. 

A stream of recent books on the war shows that each of 
these viewpoints contains some truth, but the books also 
suggest that the re-evaluation of "the forgotten war" is just 
beginning. A sampling of new research and interpretation 
shows some clear development and progress toward a broader 
and deeper understanding of the war and its place in history, 
but it will be years before historians establish an accepted 
interpretation of the war as a whole. 

President Madison's war message to Congress in June 
1812 accused Britain of a series of hostile acts against the 
United States: illegally searching American ships, impressing 
American seamen into British service, harassing American 
commerce, cutting off legitimate markets from American trade 
and even inciting Native Americans to attack settlers in the 
west. 

Important battles would be fought on land along the 
border between America and Canada, on the shores of the 
Great Lakes, and around Chesapeake Bay, where British 
forces eventually captured Washington, D.C., and burned the 
White House itself. But the war at sea was crucial, for the 
effects of the British blockade of the American coast were 
swift and severe. Brian Arthur's "How Britain Won the War of 
1812" examines Britain's strategy as a form of economic 
warfare against the United States. After a detailed analysis of 
economic policies and practice, the British historian concludes 
that the strategy was so effective that it created a major budget 
deficit in the U.S. and forced the American government to 
become dependent on public credit, an increasingly unreliable 
source as the economy shrank. 

The blockade interfered with American foreign trade and 
thus customs revenue, then the principal source of tax income. 
Agricultural exports were curtailed to such a degree that newly 
introduced taxes could only be paid with difficulty from 
diminished earnings. The inability to operate cheap coastal 
shipping drove up the price of overland transport so that 
farmers had to sell in local markets at prices depressed by glut 
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or sell to distant urban customers at such high prices that 
demand fell. 

In this situation, the absence of a national bank and the 
proliferation of local banks with poor control over printing 
paper money reduced the acceptability of notes and 
contributed to inflation. While the blockade created a 
temporary expansion of domestic manufacturing, this was 
short-lived. The experience of the war showed that the United 
States had bankrupted itself by its failure to create a wider tax 
base before the war. The country needed a permanent national 
bank, and the Second Bank of the United States quickly 
followed in 1816. 

Mr. Arthur's work elaborates on one aspect of Jon 
Latimer's broader study of the British perspective on the war, 
"1812: War With America" (2007). Taking a much wider view 
of British strategy and operations, Mr. Latimer described the 
British war effort as a distraction from the larger effort in 
defeating Napoleon but showed how Britain was able to meet 
the additional demands that the war in North America created. 
There was an initial breathing period for the Americans while 
the British government concentrated on the campaigns in the 
Peninsular War, but this reprieve lasted only a year. During 
this period, most of the dramatic American frigate victories 
occurred. 

Mr. Latimer suggested that the War of 1812 was no 
second war of American independence but rather a failed war 
of conquest. Britain invaded the United States and occupied 
and controlled the coast of northern Maine, parts of upstate 
New York, and a vast stretch west of Lake Michigan, as well 
as launching an amphibious attack from Chesapeake Bay. At 
the same time, Canada remained intact, after British troops 
repelled several American troop thrusts along the border of 
present-day Ontario. The United States obtained no redress for 
any of the objectives for which Madison's administration had 
gone to war. 

The bright spots for the Americans were few: the frigate 
victories, the prevention of a major British land invasion by 
maintaining control on Lake Erie and Lake Champlain, and 
the defense of Baltimore from a major amphibious assault. 
That action is still remembered today in the national anthem: 
"And the rockets' red glare, the bombs bursting in air, gave 
proof through the night that our flag was still there." 
Additionally, there was the American victory over the British 
forces at New Orleans in 1815, which had no effect on the 
outcome of the war because the peace had already been 
signed. 

Among American historians, an increasing knowledge of 
British scholarship on the war has led to more nuanced 
accounts. In comparison with works by earlier American 
authors, such as Theodore Roosevelt and Alfred Thayer 
Mahan, Stephen Budiansky's recent "Perilous Fight: America's 
Intrepid War With Britain on the High Seas, 1812-1815" 
(2011) shows a deeper sense of the limitations of American 
power in facing British superiority. Kevin D. McCranie's 
"Utmost Gallantry: The U.S. and Royal Navies at Sea in the 
War of 1812" (2011) draws extensively on British archival 
sources to correct factual errors and nationalistic perspectives 
that mar previous accounts of individual sea engagements. 

One of Mr. Budiansky's conclusions is that "if there was 
one unambiguous victor of the war, it was the United States 
Navy. American hostility to a standing navy vanished with 

scarcely a trace, and never again would there be any doubt that 
a permanent navy was the backbone of American security." 
George Daughan's new "1812: The Navy's War" expands on 
this theme: He reveals that Madison's administration was 
completely unprepared to fight and had no effective strategy 
of how it could win a war against the world's foremost naval 
power. 

But the book is much more than the title suggests. Mr. 
Daughan shows how the war at sea fitted into the American 
war effort and how the Navy—and the country—came out of 
the war better for the experience. The virtues of the war for 
America, Mr. Daughan suggests, were actually more civic 
than strategic. Madison assiduously conducted the war within 
the confines of the Constitution, guided by the strict 
republican principles that he championed. He immeasurably 
strengthened American democracy by avoiding any increase in 
presidential power and resisting the temptation to crush his 
opponents through the use of sedition laws. The president's 
policy of depending on militia forces raised locally would 
lead, in the postwar period, to a relaxation of property 
qualifications for voters, thus expanding the electorate. 

Although the U.S. Navy could not match the British, it 
emerged from the war having won widespread respect for 
what it did achieve. Mr. Daughan argues that America's naval 
victories led to a changed British attitude toward the United 
States after 1815. In the wake of the war, he writes, "the new 
unity and strength of the republic freed her for a century from 
European entanglements and allowed her people to prosper in 
spite of the vicissitudes that would continue to challenge her." 

Mr. Daughan suggests that the War of 1812 was indeed a 
second war of independence, completing what had been 
started in 1775, strengthening the nation's democratic 
principles, and establishing a new and positive relationship in 
which Britain recognized America's place in the world. 
Perhaps we can conclude that it really was a war in which all 
sides gained something significant. 

 
USS Abraham Lincoln: One Sailor’s Day by Dagan 

Alexander from Navy Live, January 27, 2012 
The life of an operationally deployed Sailor is typically 

built on the back of 12 -to-16 hour workdays that are filled 
with watches and various professional duties. Indeed there are 
challenges that need to be met at-sea, however, there is a place 
in each Sailor’s day for some well-deserved downtime. In this 
blog we look at a day in the life of USS Abraham Lincoln 
(CVN 72) Sailor Dagan Alexander, from St. Augustine, Fla. 
Dagan works in the ship’s Navigation department as a 
helmsman which makes him part of a team responsible for 
“driving” Lincoln across the seven seas. This group of images 
represent a sample of a “normal” day at sea for Dagan aboard 
the aircraft carrier Lincoln … or, at least as normal as can be. 

“Being up here on the O-10, you get the best view. You 
get to see out as far as your eye lets you. You get a good 
breeze, constant sunlight; it’s the best place to be to just 
unwind.” 

“I joined the Navy to help take care of my family. I enjoy 
what I do, and I have learned a lot while I have been here.” 

“The ship couldn’t do what it does without the Navigation 
department. It feels great to know that I play a crucial role in 
the ship’s overall mission. I love navigation, being able to plot 
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on a chart or on a map. It is a great thing to learn and 
remember forever.” 

“Exercising is a great way to stay healthy and to pass the 
time. It helps clear my mind. I like to take care of my body, 
mind and soul.” 

“Reading is a great way for me to pass the time. Other 
than working out, it’s really relaxing for me. It’s a great way 
for me to escape the ship or any stressful situation. I can just 
bury myself into a book.” 

“Watching the sunset is my favorite part of being on the 
ship. No matter where I am, I can watch the sunset and be 
reminded of home. Every day there is a new sunset. It’s just a 
great way to end the day.” 

View Gallery (7 Photos) 
 
Futuristic Navy Railgun With 220-Mile Range Closer 

To Reality by Daniel Terdiman from Geek Gestalt 
(CNET), January 30 

Imagine a Naval gun so powerful it can shoot a 5-inch 
projectile up to 220 miles, yet requires no explosives to fire. 

That's the Navy's futuristic electromagnetic railgun, a 
project that could be deployed on the service's ships by 2025, 
and which is now a little bit closer to reality with the signing 
of a deal with Raytheon for the development of what's known 
as the pulse-forming network. 

Rather than using explosives to fire projectiles as do 
conventional naval weapons, the railgun depends on an 
electromagnetic system that uses the ship's onboard electrical 
power grid to fire the gun. The pulse-forming network is a 
system that stores up electrical power and then converts it to a 
pulse that is directed into the gun's barrel, explained John 
Cochran, the railgun program manager in Raytheon's 
Advanced Technology Group. 

Essentially, Cochran continued, the process is akin to that 
of a car's starter, and how turning the ignition sends a jolt of 
electricity into the solonoid, which then creates a magnetic 
field in the solonoid/starter system. With the railgun, he said, 
current is sent into the barrel, forming a magnetic field, and 
that, in combination with the current, exerts force on a 
projectile, firing it out of the barrel. At Mach 0.75. 

While Raytheon has scored the $10 million project to 
develop the pulse-forming network, it isn't the only contractor 
working on such a system. According to Roger Ellis, the 
program manager for the Railgun program at the Office of 
Naval Research, the Navy has awarded similar contracts to 
BAE Systems and General Atomics in a risk-reduction 
strategy that counts on having multiple contractors attacking a 
problem in order to arrive at the best possible technology. 

Safety 
One of the main reasons behind the Navy's railgun 

program is that being able to power the gun 
electromagnetically is seen as much safer than having to use 
conventional explosives. 

At the same time, because the power for the railgun will 
come from ships' standard battery banks, the Navy shouldn't 
have to maintain large amounts of space on board for storage 
of the explosives traditionally used to fire big guns. Still, that's 
an issue that hasn't entirely been solved yet, Cochran said. 
"The main challenge is to get large amounts of energy being 
stored into smaller and smaller packages," Cochran said, "such 

that they can be used in a modular and versatile way for 
multiple platforms." 

At the same time, Raytheon and its competitors have to 
convince the Navy that they've solved all the potential safety 
problems that can come from having high voltage and high 
current in close proximity. 

Multimission Capability 
The Navy began pursuing the railgun in 2005, and for 

now, there are only lab prototypes of the weapon. But already 
the Navy has set a world record (see video below) for muzzle 
energy used in a weapon--33 megajoules. According to 
Defense Market, a shot of that magnitude could potentially 
reach "extended ranges with Mach 5 velocity." 

However, Ellis said, the Navy has awarded contracts to 
BAE and General Atomics to build prototypes that "are more 
tactical in nature." 

And when the railgun is finally deployed, it is likely to be 
used--or at least be ready for action--in several different kinds 
of missions. First, Ellis explained, it could be used from a ship 
to fire inland in support of marines as they come ashore. 

At the same time, because the weapon's range is so long, 
it could allow a Naval ship that features the railgun to defend 
itself from sea-borne threats long before it can itself be 
attacked, or from missiles fired from land or sea. 

Now it's on to the next phase of the project. According to 
Ellis, that phase includes demonstrating that it's possible to 
fire a railgun at a rate of 10 rounds per minute, as well as 
doing new kinds of thermal and cooling tests. Ellis also said 
that while the Office of Naval Research has said that the 
railgun could be ready by 2025, that timing is when the work 
on the science and technology side of things could be done. 
Actual deployment could take longer owing to financial and 
political considerations. 

View Clip (RT: 0:10) 
 
A Quick and Cheap Power Projection Alternative for 

Japan by Kyle Mizokami from Japan Security Watch 
(New Pacific Institute), January 26 

Over at the USNI Blog, Galrahn posted a link to a 
marketing article by the shipping company Maersk Line. 
Galrahn calls it “A Potential Plan B for Seabasing.” The 
article discusses converting Maersk commercial container 
ships into Afloat Forward Staging Bases, complete with 
everything from a 14 V-22 Osprey-capable flight deck to the 
ability to load LCACs at sea. Watch the video, it’s really 
interesting. 

This may be a “Plan B” for the U.S. Navy, but it’s also a 
compelling “Plan A” for other countries, in this case the 
Japanese Maritime Self Defense Forces. A converted shipping 
vessel would plug a lot of holes in Japan’s limited power-
projection capability. The ships would still have a 
fundamentally defensive function, and would accommodate 
the following roles: 

 Support of amphibious operations. Japan has a 
need for dedicated amphibious ships, particularly in 
the Senkaku Islands. A ship like this could provide 
command and control and act as mother ship to a 
number of smaller ships, particularly Joint High 
Speed Vehicle-type ships. Another vessel would have 
to carry LCACs into theater, but that’s where the 
Osumi-class LSTs come in. 
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 Disaster relief. A 1,140 foot ship with a 140 foot 
beam could pack a lot of disaster relief supplies. 
Build in extra water desalination, electricity 
generation, and an extensive medical suite on par 
with the Wasp-class amphibious ships and you’d 
have a capable platform for responding to natural 
disasters of the 3/11 variety. 

 Sea control. Due to their size, most of the islands in 
the Senkaku chain are incapable of basing warplanes, 
meaning that air power has to be projected from 
Okinawa and the mainland. This could be a 
compelling and affordable first step for Japan in the 
direction of fixed-wing naval aviation. Modifying the 
Hyuga-class helicopter destroyers for fixed-wing is 
not a good solution: American big-deck amphibious 
ships such as Wasp and Makin Island can only 
accommodate 13-15 F-35Bs in a sea control mission. 
Hyuga and her sister ship Ise are only half as large in 
displacement, with a flight deck 50 meters shorter 
than the Wasp-class, which doesn’t bode as well for 
F-35 accommodations. Afloat Forward Staging Base 
has lots of flight deck. 

Such a ship would be very useful in defending Japan’s 
far-flung archipelago, carrying a small F-35 complement, 
ground troops, transport helicopters, medical services, 
command and control–the whole package, or some mix of it. 
Offload the helicopters to Hyuga to increase deck space for F-
35s. Even better, have more than one AFSB. 

There are downsides. Having the bridge 2/3 of the way 
down the flight deck is not ideal for aircraft, especially fixed-
wing. A converted shipping vessel is not built to take damage 
the way purpose-built naval vessels are. The ship would need 
to be strongly defended. But you can’t have everything. 

Can’t buy a big amphibious vessel outright? The Diet 
can’t decide to fund a disaster relief ship? Don’t have $8-13 
billion dollars to fund a supercarrier? AFSB can sort of do all 
of these things, for less money! It’s not a perfect solution to 
everything, but it’s a far more affordable one. 

 
The Importance of Immunizing Your Child by Lt. 

Megan Donahue and Lt. Robert Lennon from Navy 
Medicine Live, January 26 

2nd Lt. Megan Donahue serves at Uniformed Services 
University of the Health Sciences. Lt. Robert Lennon is a 
family medicine physician at Naval Hospital Jacksonville, Fla. 

Why is it important for a child to receive all of his or her 
recommended vaccinations? Vaccines help prevent diseases 
that cause health problems and death by providing the 
vaccinated individual with immunity to the organisms that 
cause the diseases. It can take the body up to a couple of 
weeks to develop immunity to an infection. 

If an unvaccinated individual becomes exposed to the 
organism, he or she may be sick the entire time while waiting 
for the body to develop defenses against the disease. A 
previously vaccinated individual already has those defenses in 
place and may not get sick if he or she is exposed to the 
disease. Vaccines also prevent vaccinated children from 
passing the disease on to other children and adults. For 
example, the MMR vaccine protects against measles, mumps, 
and rubella — diseases that can cause severe illness, infection 
of the brain, sterility and damage to an unborn child. The HPV 

vaccine protects against viruses that can cause genital warts 
and cervical cancer. 

When should a child not receive a vaccination? Some 
children with compromised immune systems might need to 
wait to receive a vaccination. Children with allergic reactions 
to a vaccine or to vaccine components should not receive 
further doses of that vaccine. 

Vaccines are generally safe. A child may have mild 
soreness at the vaccination site, mild soreness and a mild 
fever. Serious side effects are rare and side effects are 
monitored to ensure vaccine safety. 

 
Faces of the Fleet from Navy Live, January 27, 2012 

“Faces of the Fleet” takes a look at YOUR Navy operating 
forward. These images represent the greatest Sailors in the 
greatest Navy in the world leading from the deck plates, and 
completing missions around the globe. This is your fleet and 
these are your Sailors! Hooyah, Navy!! 

Aviation Boatswain's Mate (Handling) Airman Quinn 
Miller, assigned to Air Department's V-1 Division, speaks to 
Sailors on the flight deck aboard Nimitz-class aircraft carrier 
USS Carl Vinson (CVN 70). 

Adm. Cecil Haney, commander of U.S. Pacific Fleet, 
speaks with Capt. Pete Hildreth, commanding officer of the 
submarine tender USS Frank Cable (AS 40) and David Every 
of the Military Sealift Command, the ship's chief engineer, 
during a visit to meet with the crew. 

A Sailor aboard the Arleigh Burke-class guided-missile 
destroyer USS James E. Williams (DDG 95) uses a signal 
lamp as a warning to other vessels during a visit, board, search 
and seizure exercise. 

Secretary of the Navy (SECNAV) the Honorable Ray 
Mabus poses with Sailors and Marines at Buckley Air Force 
Base. 

Electronics Technician 3rd Class Michael Schranck takes 
a resistance reading on a circuit card for a flight deck cranial 
aboard the Nimitz-class aircraft carrier USS Abraham Lincoln 
(CVN 72). 

Quartermaster 2nd Class Cedrick Collins makes a log 
entry aboard the guided-missile destroyer USS Russell (DDG 
59). 

Aviation Ordnanceman 2nd Class Timothy A. Flowers 
inspects the wing criteria on an AIM-9X Sidewinder missile 
aboard the Nimitz-class aircraft carrier USS Abraham Lincoln 
(CVN 72). 

View Gallery (7 Photos) 
 
A Public Apology For Barfing On The COD by Josh 

Stewart from The Scoop Deck (Navy Times), January 30 
Dear VRC-40 “The Rawhides,” 
I’m just writing to apologize for getting airsick in your C-

2A Greyhound. It was certainly unintentional. You handled 
the plane with steady hands as we flew from Naval Air Station 
Mayport, Fla., to the carrier Enterprise last week. We even had 
weather on our side, allowing for a particularly calm flight. 

If only my stomach was able to manage my breakfast as 
well as you flew the COD. 

Usually I handle flights pretty well, but the combination 
of the smell of aviation fuel, the lack of windows, the heat and 
the sheer grittiness of the Navy’s draft horse airplane was 
more than I could manage. I didn’t even make it halfway 
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through our quick flight. By the time we were headed into our 
approach, I wasn’t as excited about going from 100 to zero 
mph in less than two seconds as much as I was excited about 
just getting out of that torture chamber. 

This C-2A Greyhound lands on the carrier Enterprise with 
a reporter who is very sorry he got airsick. // Navy 

Please don’t think anything less of me for this; better-
known reporters have handled it just as poorly (one former 
SWO who took a COD with a certain cable news star told me 
“Wolf ralphed” during a flight to the carrier Dwight D. 
Eisenhower). And please don’t forget that I cleaned up after 
myself. I just wish I had had an airsick bag 

While I’m feeling contrite, I should also apologize to the 
cooks who made breakfast before our flight back at Mayport 
… that was your banana muffin with green apple syrup that 
ended up in the seat next to me. This was not a commentary 

on your culinary skills; it was certainly delicious on the way 
down. 

And to everyone else on the carrier who heard about my 
illness, from the chief medical officer who gave me a motion 
sickness patch (if you’re curious, they certainly work and I’m 
available for paid endorsements) to the three people who 
provided me with stacks of airsick bags for my return flight (I 
thankfully didn’t need to use them for their intended purposes, 
but I’ll hold onto them to carry lunches through the year), I 
appreciate all of your help. 

Once again, I apologize for my faux pas and I hope I can 
one day fly with you again. 

Sincerely, 
Josh Stewart 
 

Return to Index 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Killer-Drone Showdown Set As Lockheed Unveils Jet-Powered ‘Bot 
(WIRED 30 JUL 12) ... David Axe 

Sometime in the next few years the world’s most sophisticated drone prototypes will likely face off in what could be a multi-
billion-dollar competition to shape the future of air warfare. And now we finally know what all four contestants look like. 

 
2. Assistant SECNAV Garcia Visits RTC 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 30 JUL 12) ... Scott A. Thornbloom, Naval Service Training Command Public Affairs 

GREAT LAKES, Ill. -- The Honorable Juan M. Garcia, III, Assistant Secretary of the Navy (Manpower and Reserve Affairs), 
visited the Navy's only boot camp, Recruit Training Command (RTC), Great Lakes, Ill., July 27. 

 
3. The Perks: How Sailors Can Cash In, Extend Careers 
(NAVY TIMES 06 AUG 12) ... Mark D. Faram 

The Navy’s manning shortfalls could be just what many sailors need to net extra cash or jump-start a stalled career, said Master 
Chief Petty Officer of the Navy (SS/SW) Rick West. “This is a proactive program by the Navy, but to take full advantage of it, sailors 
need to be proactive,” he said. 

 
4. More Sailors Now Eligible For Sea Duty Incentive Pay 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 30 JUL 12) ... Chief of Naval Personnel Public Affairs 

WASHINGTON -- The Navy has expanded the number of ratings currently eligible for Sea Duty Incentive Pay, as announced in 
NAVADMIN 231/12, released July 30. 

 

CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
5. USS Arleigh Burke To Return Home 
(WAVY NBC NORFOLK 30 JUL 12) 

NORFOLK, Va. - After a six-month deployment, the USS Arleigh Burke will return to Naval Station Norfolk on July 31. 
 

6. Underwood Moors In Panama For Supplies, Maintenance 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 30 JUL 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Stuart Phillips, Southern Seas 2012 Public Affairs 

COLON, Panama -- The Oliver Hazard Perry-class guided-missile frigate USS Underwood (FFG 36) pulled into Colon, Panama, 
for a brief stop for fuel, supplies and to conduct maintenance and repairs, July 27. 

 
7. Swift Departs Spain, Heads For APS West 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 30 JUL 12) ... Ensign Joe Keiley, HSV Swift Public Affairs 

ATLANTIC OCEAN -- The Military Sealift Command-chartered High-Speed Vessel Swift (HSV 2) departed Rota, Spain, after 
loading cargo and supplies to support the ship's continued participation in Africa Partnership Station (APS) West 2012, July 29. 

 
8. Pacific Partnership Exchanges Culinary Techniques, Culture In Cambodia 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 31 JUL 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Stephen Votaw, Navy Public Affairs Support 
Element West 

SIHANOUKVILLE, Cambodia -- Culinary specialists (CSs) participating in Pacific Partnership 2012 (PP12) took part in a 
culinary subject matter expert exchange (SMEE) July 30 at Starfish Bakery in Sihanoukville. 
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9. Navy Misawa CPO 365 Program Lends A Helping Hand To Japanese Community 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 30 JUL 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Pedro A. Rodriguez, Naval Air Facility Misawa 
Public Affairs 

AOMORI, Japan -- Members of the Navy Misawa CPO 365 program traveled to the city of Aomori to help with a clean-up 
project, July 27. 

 
10. USS Emory S. Land And USS Buffalo Visit Thailand 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 31 JUL 12) ... Mass Communications Specialist 2nd Class Jared X. Aldape, USS Emory S. Land Public 
Affairs 

PATTAYA, Thailand -- Submarine tender USS Emory S. Land (AS 39) arrived in Pattaya, Thailand for a port call July 27. 
 

11. USS Frank Cable Returns To Guam 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 30 JUL 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist Seaman Chris Salisbury USS Frank Cable Public Affairs 

POLARIS POINT, Guam -- The submarine tender USS Frank Cable (AS 40) arrived in her homeport in Guam after a six-month 
regular overhaul and dry docking, July 30. 

 
12. New Navy Docs Dive Into 'Summer Experience' 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 30 JUL 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Heidi McCormick, Navy Region Hawaii Public 
Affairs 

PEARL HARBOR, Hawaii -- Junior officers from the Uniformed Services University of the Health Sciences experienced Navy 
life in the fleet during their required two-week "Summer Experience," which concluded July 28. 

 

GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
13. Face-Off On High Seas Is Last Thing Washington Wants 
Analysts Say U.S. Unlikely To Confront China Over South China Sea 
(SINGAPORE STRAITS TIMES 30 JUL 12) ... Tracy Quek 

WASHINGTON - It is a clear, balmy day out on the South China Sea. But for the Chinese and Philippine military vessels locked 
in a months-long stand-off at Scarborough Shoal, the tension is downright icy. 

 
14. Tokyo Seeks To Expand Defense Against China 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 31 JUL 12) ... Yuka Hayashi 

TOKYO—As a territorial dispute strains bilateral relations between Japan and China, Tokyo Tuesday criticized Beijing's 
expansionary maritime strategies, and called for beefed up surveillance and defense capabilities around remote islands in contested 
waters. 

 
15. Russia To Get Stronger Nuclear Navy, Putin Says 
(REUTERS 30 JUL 12) ... Gleb Bryanski 

SEVERODVINSK, Russia -- President Vladimir Putin oversaw the start of construction of one of Russia's newest generation 
submarines on Monday and vowed to boost nuclear naval forces to safeguard the country's position as a leading sea power. 

 
16. Aircraft Carrier Admiral Kuznetsov To Take Part In Northern Fleet's Major Naval Exercise 
(MOSCOW INTERFAX/AVN 30 JUL 12) 

SEVEROMORSK -- Northern Fleet sailors are going to have a very intense combat training program over the next two months, 
Northern Fleet spokesman 1st rank captain Vadim Serga told Interfax-AVN on Friday, citing the Northern Fleet Commander, Rear 
Admiral Vladimir Korolyov. 

 
17. America's Uneasy Gulf Allies Adding To Arsenals 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 30 JUL 12) ... Brian Murphy 

DUBAI, United Arab Emirates — While Iran's military loudly trumpets every new project or purported advance in hopes of 
rattling the U.S. and its Gulf Arab allies, the U.S. is quietly answering with an array of proposed arms sales across the region as part of 
a wider effort to counter Tehran. 

 

PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
18. Five Lessons For A Long Cruise 
We asked the experts: Amphib crews share 5 tips to help you survive extended deployments 
(NAVY TIMES 06 AUG 12) ... Sam Fellman 

NORFOLK, Va. — It’s no secret that, with the fleet flexing to respond to crises around the world, deployments are getting longer 
and, in some cases, more frequent. 
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19. Report: Time Is Right To Downsize Pay Raises 
(NAVY TIMES 30 JUL 12) ... Rick Maze 

In what would be bad news for military wallets, a new report by Rand Corp. says the timing is right to limit the size of military 
pay raises. 

 
20. Retirees: House Tricare Plan ‘Least Evil’ 
(NAVY TIMES 30 JUL 12) ... Patricia Kime 

Military retirees overwhelmingly support a House plan that would require senior Tricare beneficiaries to use mail order for their 
routine prescriptions in exchange for limiting future Tricare pharmacy fee increases, according to a new survey. 

 
21. Senate Report Slams Major For-Profit Schools 
(NAVY TIMES 30 JUL 12) ... Cid Standifer and Rick Maze 

A Senate committee released a blistering 5,194-page report on Monday detailing its findings from a two-year investigation of the 
for-profit education industry, including its use and abuse of Post-9/11 GI Bill and military tuition assistance funding. 

 
22. Navy Women Celebrate The History Of Making WAVES 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 30 JUL 12) ... Chief Operations Specialist Jessica Myers, Navy Office of Diversity and Inclusion, Office of 
Women's Policy 

VIRGINIA BEACH, Va. -- Women of the sea services celebrated the 70th anniversary of WAVES (Women Accepted for 
Volunteer Emergency Service) July 28 with a special luncheon held in Virginia Beach, Va. by the Tidewater Tidal WAVES Chapter. 

 

FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
23. Layoff Notices Or Political Cards? 
Debate heats up over pre-Election Day 'fiscal cliff' warnings 
(WASHINGTON POST 31 JUL 12) ... Zachary A. Goldfarb 

The deep federal spending cuts scheduled to take effect at the start of next year may trigger dismissal notices for tens of thousands 
of employees of government contractors, companies and analysts say, and the warnings may start going out at a particularly sensitive 
time: 

 
24. McCain Brings Defense Budget Debate To Norfolk 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 31 JUL 12) ... Bill Bartel 

NORFOLK -- The Washington debate over how to deal with automatic budget cuts of $1 trillion, including deep slashes in 
defense spending, came to Hampton Roads on Monday as three Republican senators urged the public to get involved. At the same 
time, a Virginia senator chided the trio, accusing them of playing politics instead of trying to solve the problem. 

 
25. Sen. Inhofe Under Fire On Biofuels 
(THE HILL 30 JUL 12) ... Zack Colman 

Sen. James Inhofe (R-Okla.) is coming under fire for hypocrisy from supporters of a Navy biofuels testing program for opposing 
the initiative after wresting earmarks for a similar effort a decade ago. 

 

BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
26. 4 Ships To Visit Milwaukee Next Week 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 30 JUL 12) 

MILWAUKEE — Four ships from the U.S. Navy, U.S. Coast Guard and Canadian navy are set to visit Milwaukee next week. 
 

27. Navy, Marines Take Part In Sapporo Air Show 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 30 JUL 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Kenneth G. Takada, Naval Air Facility Misawa 
Public Affairs 

SAPPORO, Japan -- Navy and Marine Corps aircraft and service members traveled north to Japan's Hokkaido Island to 
participate in the 26th Sapporo Air Show, July 29. 

 
28. Hollywood Storms The Beach With ACU 5 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 31 JUL 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Elizabeth Thompson, Navy Public Affairs Support 
Element West 

CAMP PENDLETON, Calif. -- Writers, producers, directors and actors with the entertainment industry spent the day with Sailors 
from Camp Pendleton-based Assault Craft Unit 5 (ACU 5) during a Hollywood to the Navy tour July 28. 
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NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
29. Defense Exports: What Are The True ‘Crown Jewels’? 
(NATIONAL DEFENSE 30 JUL 12) ... Sandra I. Erwin 

Tens of thousands of pieces of equipment and spare parts supplied by Pentagon contractors soon could become easier to sell to 
foreign countries. 

 
30. London 2012: Olympic Jitters Get Best Of Sailor 
(USA TODAY 30 JUL 12) ... Mick McCabe 

LONDON — Petty Officer 1st Class Sandra Uptagrafft completed her practice round in the 10-meter air pistol competition in 
impressive fashion Sunday morning and was confident heading into the biggest competition of her life. 

 

OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
31. Playing Chicken With Defense 
(WASHINGTON POST 31 JUL 12) ... Howard P. “Buck” McKeon 

Only a handful of legislative days remain to resolve the devastating cuts to our military, known as sequestration, before the 
campaign trail becomes the sole focus of political activity. 

 
32. A War Footing In The South China Sea? 
If Beijing thought that its new garrison would lead other nations to roll over, it has miscalculated. 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 31 JUL 12) ... Michael Auslin 

By unilaterally creating a city government and installing a military garrison on a disputed island in the South China Sea, Beijing 
has further inflamed tensions and made a negotiated settlement of the Asia-Pacific's territorial disputes less likely. The decision to 
emphasize military measures in this ongoing diplomatic quarrel should worry those who argued that the growth of China's military 
power in recent decades was non-threatening and the natural action of a rising power. 

 
33. High Stakes In The South China Sea 
(THE DIPLOMAT 30 JUL 12) ... Stephanie Kleine-Ahlbrandt 

Coverage of the South China Sea territorial dispute has tended to paint the story as that of a giant China flexing its muscle over a 
handful of smaller Southeast Asian states. But while China’s increasingly assertive behavior shows its willingness to exploit the 
weaknesses of other claimants, the picture is not as simple as is it is often portrayed. 

 
34. Is Israel Fixing The Intel? 
Netanyahu’s rhetoric has echoes of Bush administration’s justification for the Iraq war 
(BALTIMORE SUN 31 JUL 12) ... Ray McGovern 

Republican presidential candidate Mitt Romney's strong pro-Israel statements over the weekend, including his endorsement of 
Jerusalem as Israel's capital (a reversal of long-standing U.S. policy), increases the pressure on President Barack Obama to prove that 
he is an equally strong backer of Israel. 

 
35. Canadian Sailors Shine In Huge Pacific Military Exercise 
(TORONTO STAR 28 JUL 12) ... Robin Sears 

To the young first-time sailor at sea there is no threat more chilling than a cruise missile racing toward her ship, centimetres above 
a roiling dark ocean, and closing the gap by two football fields a second. 

 

BBLLOOGGSS::  
36. EXCERPTS FROM BLOGS AROUND THE WORLD 
(PUBLISHED 27 – 30 JUL 12) 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Killer-Drone Showdown Set As Lockheed Unveils Jet-Powered ‘Bot 
(WIRED 30 JUL 12) ... David Axe 

Sometime in the next few years the world’s most 
sophisticated drone prototypes will likely face off in what 
could be a multi-billion-dollar competition to shape the future 
of air warfare. And now we finally know what all four 
contestants look like. 

On Friday, number-one defense contractor Lockheed 
Martin released the first official teaser image of its Sea Ghost 
jet-powered killer drone. Along with previously disclosed 
unmanned aerial vehicle designs from rivals Boeing, Northrop 
Grumman and General Atomics, the Sea Ghost will go head-
to-head for a Navy contract to put fast, stealthy, missile- and 
bomb-armed drones on the decks of aircraft carriers by 2018. 

Plus, the Air Force is considering also buying whichever 
UAV the Navy picks for the so-called Unmanned Carrier 
Launched Airborne Surveillance and Strike requirement. The 
‘bot that comes out on top in UCLASS could dominate the 
pilotless warplane business for a generation. 

Last week’s image, featured above, is deliberately vague 
but seems to confirm what aerospace observers widely 
suspected. The Sea Ghost, in development for several years, is 
a tailless flying wing — similar to a miniature B-2 stealth 
bomber. That means it’s got radar-evading qualities but is 
potentially difficult to control in flight, as it lacks the vertical 
stabilizers most planes possess. 

It also means the Sea Ghost shares engineering 
philosophies with Boeing’s and Northrop’s UCLASS 
contestants, both of which boast roughly 50-foot wingspans. 
Boeing hasn’t officially publicized its ‘bot, but the company 
has recently flown the latest version of its X-45 killer drone, a 
flying wing with design roots stretching into the 1990s. Most 
observers expect Boeing to tweak the X-45C with tougher 
landing gear and other special modifications for carrier ops. 

Northrop, for its part, is already testing copies of its X-
47B, another flying-wing design and a rough contemporary of 
the X-45. The X-47B has flown land-based test flights in 
California and, as of this weekend, in Maryland — all under a 
separate Navy demonstration contract. The Northrop UAV is 
slated to perform the first carrier launch of a jet-powered 
drone warplane sometime next year. 

That leaves General Atomics as an outlier with its Sea 
Avenger, a sort of grown-up version of the MQ-9 Reaper but 
with a jet engine in place of the Reaper’s propeller. The Sea 
Avenger has swept wings and vertical tails, just like today’s 
manned, carrier-based fighters. General Atomics’ drone could 
be the conservative option. “Avenger provides the right 
capabilities for the right cost at the right time,” company 
president Frank Pace said. 

The Sea Ghost’s general outline can be deduced from the 
teaser image. Beyond that, Lockheed’s not revealing much at 

the moment. “Sea Ghost … leverages … experience with the 
RQ-170 Sentinel Unmanned Aircraft System, the Joint Strike 
Fighter F-35C and other Navy program technologies,” the 
company said on its website. 

The F-35C ties are no-brainers: the Sea Ghost could share 
water-resistance stealth coatings and other radar-defeating 
techs such as special antennas with the Navy version of the 
too-big-to-fail Joint Strike Fighter. 

But the Sea Ghost’s connection to the marginally-stealthy 
RQ-170 is perhaps more surprising — as is Lockheed’s 
eagerness to tout the relationship. The RQ-170 is most famous 
for winding up in an Iranian gymnasium after one crashed 
mostly intact on the Iran-Afghanistan border in December, 
presumably while spying on Tehran’s nuclear program. Every 
few months since then, the Iranian government has loudly 
claimed to have copied some of the RQ-170′s secrets. 

On the other hand, the RQ-170 is also an all-wing design 
and could help Lockheed refine the delicate algorithms 
necessary for controlling a tailless aircraft in tough flying 
conditions. 

Amid all this speculation, it’s actually possible we’ve 
already seen the Sea Ghost — albeit from great distance. Last 
month, blogger George Kaplan highlighted a commercial 
satellite image, dated December, that depicted what appeared 
to be a new kind of flying-wing UAV at a Lockheed facility in 
California. 

Melissa Dalton, a Lockheed spokesperson, said the thing 
in the photo was part of a research project looking into 
“different shapes and materials for both manned and 
unmanned vehicles.” But she didn’t specify which unmanned 
vehicles, leaving open the possibility that Sea Ghost’s debut 
actually occurred six months ago. 

In any event, the lineup is complete. The four candidates 
for America’s future killer drone are either already flying or 
preparing to take to the air. Sometime in next few years, the 
lethal flying ‘bots will battle each other in a battery of Navy 
tests as the Air Force looks on. And by 2018 under current 
plans, the winner will takes its place on the front lines of 
autonomous warfare. 

Broadcast Clip - U.S. Navy X-47B First Pax River Test 
Flight 

(YOUTUBE 30 JUL 12) 
PATUXENT RIVER, Md. -- The Navy made Pax River 

history July 29 after it conducted the naval air station's historic 
first flight of the X-47B Unmanned Combat Air System 
(UCAS) demonstrator. 

View Clip (RT: 0:53) 

Return to Index 
 

2. Assistant SECNAV Garcia Visits RTC 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 30 JUL 12) ... Scott A. Thornbloom, Naval Service Training Command Public Affairs 

GREAT LAKES, Ill. -- The Honorable Juan M. Garcia, 
III, Assistant Secretary of the Navy (Manpower and Reserve 
Affairs), visited the Navy's only boot camp, Recruit Training 
Command (RTC), Great Lakes, Ill., July 27. 

It was the secretary's second visit to RTC and his second 
time serving as the reviewing officer for the Pass-in-Review 
graduation ceremony at RTC where 459 recruits became 
Sailors. 
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"This is my second opportunity to serve as a reviewing 
officer for the graduation at RTC and both times it renews 
your faith in the incredible young Americans who are willing 
to raise their right hands and serve in the Navy," said Garcia, 
who oversees personnel issues in the Navy. "Experts tell us 
that only one-in-four - only 25 percent - of 17-to-24-year-olds 
are medically, mentally, legally eligible to serve in the Navy. 
These are the best of best and, by any objective metric, the 
nation has never had this qualified a recruit. It's a privilege to 
watch them take their next big step." 

Prior to reviewing the graduation ceremony, the secretary 
toured the Navy's largest simulator, USS Trayer (BST 21), the 
210-foot-long mock-up of an Arleigh Burke destroyer inside a 
warehouse of RTC's USS Iowa headquarters building. 

Battle Stations is a grueling 12-hour event where recruits 
complete 17 different shipboard scenarios on board Trayer. 
The state-of-the-art training facility uses theme park special 
effects technology to simulate a variety of shipboard 
emergencies from shipboard fires and compartment flooding. 
The recruits must pass Battle Stations before graduating from 
boot camp. Battle Stations uses lessons learned from actual 
events, attacks and mishaps at sea. The 2000 terrorist attack on 
USS Cole (DDG 67) in Yemen, mine damage to USS Tripoli 
(LPH 10) during Desert Storm in 1990 and the missile attack 
to USS Stark (FFG 31) in the Persian Gulf in 1987 have all 
been incorporated into the training curriculum, along with past 
and historic at-sea accidents, like the fire on the flight deck 
aboard the carrier USS Forrestal (CV 59) during the Vietnam 
War in 1967. 

"Battle Stations 21 is a great primer for our new Sailors 
today. I wish every division officer had a chance to see what 
their Sailors go through and what receiving that Navy ball cap 
means to them," said Garcia. "I go back to the Pentagon 
convinced that we are getting the best of America." 

Following the tour of Trayer and Battle Stations Garcia 
was given an opportunity to observe a capping ceremony 
where recruits receive their Navy ball cap. During the 
ceremony recruits change out their recruit ball caps, which 
they have worn since arriving at RTC, to a Navy ball cap 
signifying a recruit is now considered a Sailor. 

"The team at RTC has this down to a smooth, well-oiled, 
precise operation. These families see their Sailors physically 
and mentally transformed (at graduation) and have an 
unbelievable day that they'll remember all their lives. It's great 
to be a part of it," said Garcia. 

"It's a privilege to part of this Navy team and a part of the 
'Global Force for Good' and to ensure that our flag continues 
to pack the symbolism it has across the world." 

Naval Service Training Command (NSTC) oversees 98 
percent of the officer and enlisted accessions training for the 
Navy. That includes RTC, the Naval Reserve Officers 
Training Corps (NROTC) program at more than 150 colleges 
and universities that either host NROTC units or have cross-
town enrollment agreements with a host university. NSTC also 
oversees Officer Training Command in Newport, R.I., as well 
as the Navy Junior Reserve Officers Training Corps 
citizenship development program at more than 600 high 
schools worldwide. 

Return to Index 
 

3. The Perks: How Sailors Can Cash In, Extend Careers 
(NAVY TIMES 06 AUG 12) ... Mark D. Faram 

The Navy’s manning shortfalls could be just what many 
sailors need to net extra cash or jump-start a stalled career, 
said Master Chief Petty Officer of the Navy (SS/SW) Rick 
West. “This is a proactive program by the Navy, but to take 
full advantage of it, sailors need to be proactive,” he said. 

Regardless of paygrade, it all starts with a career 
development board, West said. This could be formal, or as 
informal as sitting down with your supervisor or chief. 

That board, he said, can be a reality check for eligible 
sailors, to determine whether they should volunteer. 

For some, the advantage could be huge. For example, an 
E-5 with critical skills who is approaching his high-year tenure 
service limit could defer competing in Perform to Serve for 
two years. Being allowed to stay an extra two years means 
four more shots at advancing. 

For an E-6 hoping to make chief, back-to-back sea duty 
could separate him from the crowd. 

For those already in khaki and eligible to retire, but who 
want to stay longer, nearly 2,000 of the 10,000 unfilled sea-
duty billets are set aside for senior sailors. You could earn a 
HYT waiver and possibly take your career to the next level. 

More Bonuses 
On July 2, officials approved the largest-ever expansion 

of the Sea Duty Incentive Pay program. 
The program started as a pilot for just a few ratings in 

2007. After the July 2 changes, it includes 31 ratings and 
special skills, and the max payout has increased to $1,000 per 
month (see chart, right). 

There are two versions of the pay, both of which are paid 
in a lump sum. Those extending at sea will receive the 
monthly amount designated for their rating, multiplied by the 
number of months they extend for. 

Those leaving shore duty multiply by the number of 
months left on their shore duty when they transfer. 

For sailors on sea duty who obligate while on deployment 
in a combat exclusion zone, the entire amount is tax-free. 

Rear Adm. Tony Kurta, who heads manpower plans on 
the chief of naval personnel’s staff, said sailors whose ratings 
are on this list should strike while the iron is hot. 

“Like we currently do with selective re-enlistment 
bonuses, this program is dynamic,” Kurta said. “Individual 
skills and pay levels will constantly be re-evaluated — at least 
once a quarter .” 

Volunteers Needed 
The Voluntary Sea Duty Program, initially set to expire at 

the end of fiscal 2012, has been extended through fiscal 2013. 
It allows two-year extensions without Big Navy approval. 

Shore-duty sailors can go back to sea and sea-duty sailors can 
take back-to-back sea tours. 

You can relocate to other areas, provided critical-fill 
billets are available there. 

The program doesn’t include extra money, but qualifying 
sailors still can cash in under SDIP. 

Eligible sailors can’t have any individual evaluation trait 
marks lower than 3.0 over the last three years or nonjudicial 
punishment in the past two years. 
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You can’t have failed a physical fitness assessment in the 
last two years or have three fitness failures in past four years. 
Also ineligible are any sailors selected for discharge by last 
year’s enlisted retention boards. Sailors in the nuclear power 
community are ineligible. 

Those who get initial approval for the program will work 
with their detailer to pick orders from the available critical 
billets over two monthly requisition cycles. They also can pick 
a preferred home port, provided they agree to a critical billet 
there. 

Sailors should begin the process before they enter their 
detailing window. 

If a sailor isn’t happy with the offerings, he can opt out. 
But once he agrees to a set of orders, he’s stuck. 

Officials now say they’ll consider high-year tenure 
waivers for those who apply. 

The Last Resort 
At risk for involuntary orders are the 25,000 sailors from 

all ratings who have at least 24 months on shore duty. Chiefs 
could get pulled even earlier. 

Between 200 and 400 sailors are expected to be 
involuntarily tapped under this new “Limited Direct 
Detailing” program, officials say. 

For those who do get pulled, the Navy will try and lessen 
the blow with cash. For each month of shore duty a sailor 
originally agreed to, he’ll get $1,450, up to a maximum payout 
of $22,500. Like the voluntary incentive, it will be paid in a 
lump sum. 

Right now all detailers are preparing lists of their sailors 
on shore duty and what critical skills they hold — just in case. 

Focused Detailing 
Starting in August, a single set of billets will be 

advertised and filled by detailers. Those billets will be 
prioritized by Fleet Forces Command to reflect only the 
highest-priority billets. This change affects all sailors looking 
for orders, not just those volunteering for more sea duty. 

Until now, sailors would also see nonprioritized billets 
and could apply for those, too. Those won’t be advertised until 
the fleet says they’re a priority. 

Detailers will aggressively fill all priority billets, first 
with those in the normal three-month negotiating window. 

Next, they’ll take volunteers. If that fails, they’ll tap 
someone on the shoulder. 

Sailors negotiating orders are encouraged to select the 
maximum of five jobs on each monthly requisition cycle to 
ensure they get something they want, Kurta said. 

Return to Index 
 

4. More Sailors Now Eligible For Sea Duty Incentive Pay 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 30 JUL 12) ... Chief of Naval Personnel Public Affairs 

WASHINGTON -- The Navy has expanded the number 
of ratings currently eligible for Sea Duty Incentive Pay, as 
announced in NAVADMIN 231/12, released July 30. 

Sea Duty Incentive Pay (SDIP) is offered to active-duty 
Sailors in pay grades E5 through E9 in communities that are 
undermanned at sea, and provides a monetary incentive for 
Sailors to extend their assignment at sea or curtail their shore 
duty to return to sea duty. 

SDIP eligible skills are evaluated at least quarterly, and 
updates are made to provide skilled and qualified Sailors in 
the exact assignments needed in the Fleet. 

Since its inception in 2007 Navy has made fourteen 
updates to the program, with both additions and deletions of 
eligible billets made at each update. 

Since the beginning of this year, Navy has more than 
doubled the rating/paygrade/skillset cohorts eligible for SDIP. 

"Our Force needs to be ready to meet today's mission and 
future requirements, and having Sailors with the right skills 
and experience in sea-going jobs is critical," said Rear Adm. 
Tony Kurta, director, military personnel plans and policy. 
"Sailors with critical skill sets are needed at sea now, and with 
SDIP we aim to provide a real benefit for Sailors who 
volunteer to take on these operational jobs." 

SDIP offers two lump-sum incentives, SDIP-Extension 
(SDIP-E) and SDIP-Curtailment (SDIP-C). SDIP-E allows 
Sailors to voluntarily extend their sea duty assignment on a 
ship, submarine or aviation squadron. SDIP-C allows Sailors 
to voluntarily curtail their current shore duty assignment and 
return to sea duty early. The amount of the lump-sum payment 
is based on the length of the sea duty extension or shore duty 
curtailment, and ranges from $500 to $1000 per month. 

Sailors must submit applications for SDIP to their rating 
detailer. Application procedures are contained in the 
NAVADMIN. Sailors applying for SDIP-E must submit 
applications at least 10-12 months prior to their current 
projected rotation date, and applications for SDIP-C must be 
submitted at least three months prior to the requested date of 
early departure. 

Sailors and career counselors can learn more about SDIP 
and access the list of current eligible ratings, payment 
amounts, and policy guidelines by visiting 
http://www.public.navy.mil/BUPERS-
NPC/CAREER/PAYANDBENEFITS/Pages/sdip.aspx. Sailors 
are also encouraged to speak with their command career 
counselor or command leadership team to learn more about 
the benefits of SDIP. 

Return to Index 
 
 

CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
5. USS Arleigh Burke To Return Home 
(WAVY NBC NORFOLK 30 JUL 12) 

NORFOLK, Va. - After a six-month deployment, the USS 
Arleigh Burke will return to Naval Station Norfolk on July 31. 

According to the U.S. Navy, said the USS Arleigh Burke 
became part of Commander, Destroyer Squadron 60 and 

Commander, Task Force 65 as the air defense platform for two 
guided-missile destroyers and one guided-missile cruiser. 

While gone, the ship made calls in Haifa, Israel, Limassol 
and Larnaca, Cyrpus. 
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“The deployment offered Sailors other rewards as well,” 
the Navy said. “Enlisted Surface Warfare Specialist pins were 
earned by 52 Sailors, five Chief Petty Officers were promoted 

to Senior Chief Petty Officer. 22 Sailors reenlisted for a 
combined total of 95 years, and numerous Sailors received 
meritorious awards for their exemplary duties at sea.” 

Return to Index 
 

6. Underwood Moors In Panama For Supplies, Maintenance 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 30 JUL 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Stuart Phillips, Southern Seas 2012 Public Affairs 

COLON, Panama -- The Oliver Hazard Perry-class 
guided-missile frigate USS Underwood (FFG 36) pulled into 
Colon, Panama, for a brief stop for fuel, supplies and to 
conduct maintenance and repairs, July 27. 

While the ship took on fuel, fresh fruit, vegetables, and 
mail, engineers worked busily below decks performing 
maintenance a diesel generator located in an auxiliary room. 

"Because of the different geographic locations we visit, 
some of our seawater coolers get clogged with debris," said 
Engineman 2nd Class (SW) Zachary White. "So we have to 
disassemble, clean and reassemble the air box to provide 
sufficient seawater flow to cool the generator." 

Maintaining seawater flow to the air box ensures the 
diesel generator can operate, providing electricity to the ship 
and crew. 

"Cleaning it out increases the heat transfer to sea water 
from the hot air that comes through the generator," said 
Engineman 2nd Class (SW) Dray Helms. 

"Without seawater flow, the generator could overheat, 
possibly causing a Class Charlie [electrical] fire or a loss of 
our number four generator," said White. "It's hard work, but 
we do our part to keep the engineering plants working. It's just 
what we do." 

The ship received 62 bags of mail as well as supplies 
during a stores on-load. Additionally, Underwood took on 
87,000 gallons of F-76 fuel for the ship and 5,000 gallons of 
JP-5 diesel fuel for the rigid-hull inflatable boat and the SH-
60B Sea Hawk helicopter assigned to the "Vipers" of 
Helicopter Anti-Submarine Squadron Light (HSL) 48. 

Underwood Celebrates Halfway Point Of Deployment 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 30 JUL 12) Mass 

Communication Specialist 3rd Class Frank J. Pikul, Southern 
Seas 2012 Public Affairs 

CARIBBEAN SEA -- The Oliver Hazard Perry-class 
guided-missile frigate USS Underwood (FFG 36) celebrated 
the halfway mark of its final deployment, July 28. 

Underwood left its homeport of Mayport, Florida, April 
23, for a scheduled 6-month deployment. 

"We have been out here for a while," said Quartermaster 
1st Class (SW) David Ratcliffe, the senior enlisted navigator 

aboard Underwood. "Reaching the halfway point of this 
deployment is a big accomplishment in that some of us have 
been away from our families for a while, but we still do our 
jobs with the utmost professionalism." 

For the last three months, non-qualified Sailors worked on 
earning their Enlisted Surface Warfare Specialist (ESWS) 
pins. To date, eight Sailors have received their qualification 
while on deployment. 

"I am proud of the Sailors who put in the hard work to get 
their ESWS pins, and I know that there are more of them 
working on that to get their pins too," said Boatswain's Mate 
1st Class (SW) Dmitry Spiridonov, the director of the ESWS 
program aboard Underwood. "I expect many more of our 
Sailors to get their ESWS pins during the second half of the 
deployment." 

The First Class Petty Officers Association hosted a steel 
beach picnic for the crew during lunch to commemorate the 
halfway point. They grilled hot dogs and hamburgers and 
played music for entertainment on the flight deck of 
Underwood. 

"I think the crew deserves a little break from all of the 
hard work that they have been doing on this deployment," said 
Master-at-Arms 1st Class (SW) William Tredick, the 
command master-at-arms aboard Underwood and a member of 
the First Class Petty Officers Association. "Anything we can 
do to boost the morale of the crew is a good day for all of us." 

Later in the day, the Second Class Petty Officers 
Association hosted an "IHOP"-style dinner with breakfast 
items that included homemade waffles. 

"We wanted to give the crew a break from the usual 
dinners we have every day and give them something that is 
like a taste of home," said Operations Specialist 2nd Class 
(SW) Brent Hall, a member of the Second Class Petty Officers 
Association. "It was a day to celebrate the midpoint of the 
deployment and I am looking forward to the second half of 
deployment." 

Underwood is deployed to Central and South America 
and the Caribbean in support of Southern Seas 2012. 

Return to Index 
 

7. Swift Departs Spain, Heads For APS West 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 30 JUL 12) ... Ensign Joe Keiley, HSV Swift Public Affairs 

ATLANTIC OCEAN -- The Military Sealift Command-
chartered High-Speed Vessel Swift (HSV 2) departed Rota, 
Spain, after loading cargo and supplies to support the ship's 
continued participation in Africa Partnership Station (APS) 
West 2012, July 29. 

Swift spent four days in Rota onloading more than 147 
pallets including various goodwill and humanitarian supplies 
to assist medical care in the region. 

"It's amazing to think of the impact that some of these 
items will have," said Lt. Christopher Ganske, Swift's supply 

officer. "We have 11,000 eyeglasses, and that's just an 
example of what two pallets contain, but that holds the 
possibility to affect thousands of people's lives in just Liberia 
alone." 

The rest of the supplies will be put to use by embarked 
medical personnel who will conduct medical civil action 
programs during outreach events in West African ports. 

"I've never had the opportunity like this, to go into places 
most navy ships don't get a chance to go and interact with the 
locals in a way that's more rewarding than most routine port 
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visits, it will be exciting to get it started," said Lt. Cmdr. Brad 
Fillius, Swift's officer in charge. "For these upcoming port 
visits, we'll be successful if we can get out and maximize how 
much we interact with people and the community as part of 
APS." 

Swift will make their first APS West stop in Liberia and 
six other West African nations to conduct classroom 
knowledge exchanges with regional navies and coast guards, 
as well as various medical capacity engagements, community 
events, and diplomatic functions. 

Return to Index 
 

8. Pacific Partnership Exchanges Culinary Techniques, Culture In Cambodia 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 31 JUL 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Stephen Votaw, Navy Public Affairs Support 
Element West 

SIHANOUKVILLE, Cambodia -- Culinary specialists 
(CSs) participating in Pacific Partnership 2012 (PP12) took 
part in a culinary subject matter expert exchange (SMEE) July 
30 at Starfish Bakery in Sihanoukville. 

The SMEE was used to exchange techniques such as 
garnishes and food presentation as well as sanitation. 

Chief Culinary Specialist Renato Faustino was the 
officer-in-charge of the SMEE and led a team of eight CSs 
during the day's events. 

"We have been here at Starfish Bakery all day teaching 
the workers new ways to present their food," Faustion said. 
"For example, we taught them how to use things like herbs or 
syrups to enhance the presentation of their foods." 

In addition to teaching food presentation methods, the 
PP12 team also taught the basics of sanitation. 

"Today, we performed sanitizing instruction for the 
people here," Faustino said. "We taught them the importance 
of hand washing, as well as how to sanitize their tools and 
work stations. Teaching proper sanitation techniques helps to 
increase the overall health of both the people working at the 
bakery as well as the customers they serve." 

Starfish Bakery is a non-governmental organization 
(NGO) that works with handicapped and disabled host nation 
citizens, providing them with jobs and teaching them life 
skills. 

Riikka Knuutila works as the head coordinator for 
Starfish Bakery. 

"I came to Cambodia from Finland about six years ago 
after a friend insisted I come visit. I immediately fell in love 

with this country and its people," Knuutila said. "I created this 
bakery soon afterwards to help give handicapped and disabled 
people here a chance to work. 

"When they come to work for me, I help them learn these 
skills as well as practice speaking English, which will help 
them to have better opportunities should they choose to pursue 
a career," she said. 

The PP12 team worked side-by-side with the workers at 
the bakery to exchange new ideas about food and family 
recipes. 

Culinary Specialist 2nd Class James Peter worked at the 
SMEE and said he enjoyed teaching the food from his culture 
to the people of Cambodia. 

"The SMEE was important because it allowed us to learn 
about the way another country eats and thus to learn about the 
culture of its people," said Peter. "Recipes are passed down 
from parent to child for generations and to be able to learn 
from them and shares stories about cooking and our 
experiences was a very special moment for us all." 

The SMEE was one of many events PP12 is taking part in 
to help create new relationships and build on existing 
friendships between the crew of PP12 and the people of 
Cambodia. 

Now in its seventh year, Pacific Partnership is a U.S. 
Pacific Fleet humanitarian and civic assistance mission 
designed to build stronger relationships and disaster response 
capabilities in the Asia-Pacific region. 

Return to Index 
 

9. Navy Misawa CPO 365 Program Lends A Helping Hand To Japanese Community 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 30 JUL 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Pedro A. Rodriguez, Naval Air Facility Misawa 
Public Affairs 

AOMORI, Japan -- Members of the Navy Misawa CPO 
365 program traveled to the city of Aomori to help with a 
clean-up project, July 27. 

Following a two-hour bus ride from Misawa to the 
Aomori Christian Center, more than 25 chief petty officers 
(CPOs) and first class petty officers immediately got to work. 
Together they spent the day chopping and moving firewood, 
digging the foundation and laying cement for a sidewalk, and 
clearing and mowing field areas. 

"We've got folks from the Fukushima area who are going 
to be coming out and staying here for a while," said Bruce 
Truss, Aomori Christian Center representative. 

Fukishima was heavily impacted by the March 11, 2011 
Great East Japan Earthquake, which triggered a subsequent 
tsunami that devastated the country's northeastern coastline. 

"I think an event like this is good for our CPO 365 
participants, because it shows the teamwork that we chief 

petty officers emphasize," said Chief Navy Counselor Todd 
Wean, NAF Misawa command career counselor, and a native 
of Clearwater, Fla. "It also gives the CPO board-eligible first 
classes an opportunity to interact with the chiefs, while 
simultaneously making an impact in our host-nation 
community." 

The volunteers included Sailors from Naval Air Facility 
Misawa, as well as its tenant and deployed commands. 
Throughout the past year, the CPO 365 program has 
conducted numerous community relation projects, with the 
Aomori project being the final large-scale undertaking during 
Phase II. The Navy's CPO results will likely be announced this 
week, and the CPO 365 Program will begin Phase III, which 
commences CPO induction. 

The Aomori Christian Center is a meeting hub for 
northern Japan churches, and its personnel use the facilities to 
plan and organize the outreach of the church in the 



 10

community. The center has also been utilized as an alternate 
location for Japanese citizens impacted by the earthquake. 

"If it wasn't for volunteers like the guys from the U.S. 
Navy who come out here and do the big jobs, I think we 

would have no other choice but to eventually close the doors," 
said Truss, a native of Meriden, Conn. 

Return to Index 
 

10. USS Emory S. Land And USS Buffalo Visit Thailand 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 31 JUL 12) ... Mass Communications Specialist 2nd Class Jared X. Aldape, USS Emory S. Land Public 
Affairs 

PATTAYA, Thailand -- Submarine tender USS Emory S. 
Land (AS 39) arrived in Pattaya, Thailand for a port call July 
27. 

The visit is part of the U.S. Navy's ongoing commitment 
to theater security cooperation and friendship with an allied 
navy. 

"I consider it a privilege to visit Thailand and to build our 
partnership with the Royal Thai Navy," said Capt. Paul E. 
Savage, Land's commanding officer. "The relationship forged 
between our two navies contributes to the peace, security, and 
stability of the region, and also gives our Sailors an 
opportunity to experience the Thai culture." 

During the visit, Land will exercise its submarine support 
capabilities by tending USS Buffalo (SSN 715), a Los 
Angeles-class fast attack submarine, which will be moored 
outboard the tender. 

"We will be performing a variety of submarine support 
services for Buffalo to ensure all systems are fully functioning 
and operational when they return to sea," said Cmdr. Jeremy 
Leghorn, Land's repair officer. 

Land's repair department will perform minor equipment 
adjustments and manufacture items to enhance the quality of 
living for Buffalo's crew during their Western Pacific 
deployment. 

"Our Sailors have worked extremely hard on this 
deployment, and this port visit is an excellent opportunity for 
them to enjoy some much-needed liberty time in such a 
beautiful, hospitable country," said Cmdr. Richard E. Seif, 
Buffalo's commanding officer. "The tended support services 
we receive from Land allow us to return to our mission, fully 
operational and ready to go". 

In port, Buffalo will host a cooking exposition where 
culinary specialists will learn to prepare a meal with a local 
five-star Thai chef. 

Buffalo and Land Sailors will also participate in 
community service projects with members of the Royal Thai 
Navy, which include visits to a local child development center 
and school. 

"I am excited for an opportunity to leave Thailand 
knowing that I made a difference in people's lives. They may 
never again meet a Sailor from the U.S. Navy, so I am excited 
to make a lasting impression," said Electronics Technician 
Seaman Justin Schoonover. 

Buffalo is participating in an anti-submarine warfare 
exercise with combined training to assist the Thai navy in 
improving their anti-submarine warfare capability. Land has 
been on an extended deployment to Guam since November 
2011, conducting coordinated tended moorings and afloat 
maintenance in the U.S. 7th Fleet area of operations. 

 
 

Emory S. Land Sailors Team With Royal Thai Navy 
To Help Children 

(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 31 JUL 12) Mass 
Communication Specialist 2nd Class (SW) Elizabeth Fray, 
USS Emory S. Land Public Affairs 

Sailors from submarine tender USS Emory S. Land (AS 
39) teamed with the Royal Thai Navy (RTN) to help improve 
the quality of life for children at Child Protection and 
Development Center (CPDC) during a community service 
project in Pattaya, Thailand July 28. 

The Child Protection and Development Center (CPDC) is 
part of the Human Help Network Foundation Thailand, a non-
profit organization for children's rights and education. 

Construction on the CPDC began in 2008, and it has now 
grown in to a spacious permanent residence for up to 60 
children, many with a history of poverty and abuse. 

"It gives meaning to our lives, to give a new life to the 
children, to see them play and laugh and build trust," said 
volunteer guest coordinator Scheree Wilkie. "Sailors represent 
strong, positive role models, and just by being here and 
accepting the children and giving them attention, it makes a 
world of difference." 

That world of difference was made up of small deeds 
throughout the day. Land and RTN Sailors worked together to 
conduct maintenance in the vegetable garden and fish pond, 
and then joined the children for outdoor games and lunch. 

"We didn't even need words to communicate; we worked 
and played together and built a bond based on the children, on 
seeing them laugh and enjoy themselves," said Logistics 
Specialist Seaman Ryan Lubig, a volunteer assigned to Land. 

"We enjoy building a relationship with U.S. Navy Sailors, 
and sharing this experience," said Cmdr. Charoen 
Rattanahiran, Frigate Squadron 2, RTN. "We can show the 
children that people from all over the world care about them." 

Land's religious ministries department worked together 
with the center and The Navy League of the United States, 
Siam Council, to put the event together. 14 Land Sailors and 
16 RTN sailors volunteered their liberty time to perform 
maintenance and socialize with the children. 

"The volunteers are the real heart of this center," said Lt. 
Aaron Roberton, Land's command chaplain. "They offer their 
own time to make a difference in the lives of others. It's been a 
blessing to see them to come together and bring hope and 
kindness to the children." 

Wilkie explained that through the generosity of 
volunteers, the CPDC has flourished and grown from its 
humble beginnings. Materials and donations are necessary and 
welcome, but they can't replace the value of a smile. 

"The Sailor's impact is going to last far beyond one day," 
she said. "They gave the children the gifts of acceptance and 
attention. That is the most important thing to them; it's the first 
step in a bright new future." 
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Land is in Thailand conducting a coordinated tended 
mooring with USS Buffalo (SSN 715) as part of a theater 
security cooperation and good will mission in the region. 
Land, homeported in Diego Garcia, is on an extended 

deployment to Guam, conducting coordinated tended 
moorings and afloat maintenance in the U.S. 7th fleet area of 
operations. 

Return to Index 
 

11. USS Frank Cable Returns To Guam 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 30 JUL 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist Seaman Chris Salisbury USS Frank Cable Public Affairs 

POLARIS POINT, Guam -- The submarine tender USS 
Frank Cable (AS 40) arrived in her homeport in Guam after a 
six-month regular overhaul and dry docking, July 30. 

The dry docking was a scheduled periodic overhaul to 
maintain the ship's conditioning and keep Frank Cable mission 
ready. 

"The main purpose of the dry docking was to accomplish 
attention to our hull, at and below the waterline," said 
Command Master Chief James Schneider. "Much focused 
work was accomplished on the hull to ensure Frank Cable is 
fit to maintain our ability to provide a quality mobile 
maintenance facility in the 7th Fleet area of responsibility." 

The repairs to Frank Cable include hull plating, electrical 
plant upgrades and propulsion plant maintenance. The upkeep 
done to the ship will help support her preservation and mission 
readiness. 

"Our accomplishment for this dedicated maintenance 
period for the Frank Cable was to repair outstanding 
maintenance issues so that when we return to Guam our focus 
shifts to our primary mission which is to have the ability to 
provide mobile quality maintenance and logistical support to 
deployed units that are operating thousands of miles away 
from their own homeport," said Schneider. "We look forward 

to coming home and spending some well deserved time with 
our families. I am very proud of our accomplishments." 

"The repairs were expertly managed by the Military 
Sealift Command Management Team which will have a 
significant impact on the improved operability of the ship for 
years to come," said Cmdr. Timothy Sparks, Frank Cable's 
executive officer. "I am confident this availability will result 
in less growth work for the dry docking availabilities five to 
eight years from now and beyond." 

After their time away from Guam, the crew of the Frank 
Cable is ready to be back home with their families, Sparks 
said. 

"We are all very anxious to get back to our homes and 
families," said Sparks. "The ship's condition, the pride and 
ownership of each division in improving their shops is 
inspiring, and it's an honor to be part of this crew and this 
ship." 

Family and friends were pier side to welcome the crew 
home. The traditional 'First Kiss' and 'First Hug' were awarded 
to some lucky disembarking Sailors. 

Frank Cable is responsible for conducting maintenance of 
submarines and surface vessels deployed in the 7th Fleet area 
of responsibility. 

Return to Index 
 

12. New Navy Docs Dive Into 'Summer Experience' 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 30 JUL 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Heidi McCormick, Navy Region Hawaii Public 
Affairs 

PEARL HARBOR, Hawaii -- Junior officers from the 
Uniformed Services University of the Health Sciences 
experienced Navy life in the fleet during their required two-
week "Summer Experience," which concluded July 28. 

The Sailors were sent to Hawaii during the Rim of the 
Pacific exercise which provides collaborative training with 22 
countries. Aboard the salvage vessel USNS Navajo, the future 
Navy Medical Corps officers experienced a unique diving 
mission. 

Mobile Diving Salvage Unit (MDSU) 1 hosted the dive 
about two miles off the coast Oahu, while members from the 
U.S. Coast Guard out of San Diego and Australian navy 
clearance divers joined in the event. 

Diving is a dangerous job and the need for medical 
personnel is important. Witnessing the process first hand is the 
first step in learning ways to prevent and treat injury that may 
occur during a dive operation. The officers recognized the 
potential dangers after witnessing the many preparations and 
safety steps preceding the dive. 

"Observing the dive process allows us to see the inherent 
danger and risks associated with diving. This gives us a better 
understanding of the mechanisms of injury associating with 
diving. This will undoubtedly enhance our ability to treat our 
patients," Ensign Carrington said. 

The divers weld shut all hatches in a sunken tug boat to 
complete the mission. The boat was previously submerged in a 
controlled sinking to serve as a training platform for MDSU-1. 
The possibility that civilians could potentially injure 
themselves while recreationally diving in the ship wreck, 
provoked a need to patch the holes and entryways closed. 

The new officers on Summer Experience described their 
first observations with a dive team at work. 

"It seemed like there were many ways a diver could be 
injured, such as being crushed by the stage or thrown 
overboard," Morgan said. 

"We also were impressed how organized the dive was. 
Each diver played a critical role in maintaining the safety of 
the two divers in the water," added Ensign Tracey Honohan. 

The officers received training about how to tend to the 
divers and learned about the treatment of diving injuries in a 
recompression chamber. 

While expanding their Navy knowledge in Hawaii, the 
Summer Experience included other naval activities as well. 
The officers learned about submarines and special warfare, 
and were given hands-on training opportunities such as 
shooting on the small arms range. 

Lt. Cmdr. Anna Choe, undersea/dive medical officer for 
MDSU-1 said the new docs got plenty of experience during 
their visit. 
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"Some of my objectives for them were to learn about 
Navy divers and what they do, about MDSU-1 and its chain of 
command, a little bit about Pearl Harbor history, and about 

becoming an Undersea Medical Officer. But really, medical 
students study so hard that the most important thing was that 
they have fun, and they did." 

Return to Index 
 
 

GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
13. Face-Off On High Seas Is Last Thing Washington Wants 
Analysts Say U.S. Unlikely To Confront China Over South China Sea 
(SINGAPORE STRAITS TIMES 30 JUL 12) ... Tracy Quek 

WASHINGTON - It is a clear, balmy day out on the 
South China Sea. But for the Chinese and Philippine military 
vessels locked in a months-long stand-off at Scarborough 
Shoal, the tension is downright icy. 

Without warning, a skirmish breaks out at the disputed 
horseshoe-shape reef, located some 120 nautical miles west of 
the Philippines' main island of Luzon. 

The Philippines, its outdated naval forces no match for the 
far superior Chinese navy, invokes its 1951 mutual defence 
treaty with the world's preeminent maritime power, the United 
States. 

In the minds of some Chinese nationalists, this imagined 
scenario in which the U.S. goes head to head with China is 
exactly what Manila desires. 

But South-east Asia scholars here share the view that a 
face-off on the high seas is the last thing Washington wants. 

Such an intervention would be politically unpopular with 
a war-weary American public, financially unsustainable due to 
the U.S.' shrinking defence budget, and economically 
catastrophic given the deep interdependence of the U.S. and 
Chinese economies, the experts say. 

'The U.S. has consistently said the Philippines is a long-
standing ally and friend, but the U.S. will do everything it can 
to avoid being forced into a position of physically coming to 
the defence of the Philippines in the South China Sea, that is, 
intervening with our own military forces,' said Professor 
Donald Weatherbee of the University of South Carolina. 

The Philippines relies heavily on the U.S. for its external 
security, and as treaty allies under the 1951 mutual defence 
treaty, Washington and Manila are bound to each other's 
defence against an attack by an external party. 

However the treaty is 'not a trip-wire', said DrDonald 
Emmerson, director of the South-east Asia Forum at Stanford 
University's Walter H. Shorenstein Asia-Pacific Research 
Centre. 

The experts say it would be wrong to conclude that a 
military clash between Manila and Beijing over the 
Scarborough Shoal would unequivocally result in the 
engagement of U.S. forces in defence of the Philippines. The 
treaty, they point out, leaves room for different interpretations. 

Article Four of the treaty states in part: 'Each party 
recognises that an armed attack in the Pacific area on either of 
the parties would be dangerous to its own peace and safety and 
declares that it would act to meet the common dangers in 
accordance with its constitutional processes.' 

But there is debate over whether the 'Pacific area' includes 
the disputed islands and reefs in the South China Sea. Some 
scholars have noted that arguably, the treaty does not cover 
areas such as the Spratlys as they were formally claimed by 
Manila only in 1978, 27 years after the treaty was inked. 

The U.S. has over the past decade allowed 'ambiguity into 
the interpretation of what territories of the Philippines are 
covered by the treaty', Prof Weatherbee noted. 

The U.S. remains officially neutral on territorial disputes 
in the South China Sea. Washington publicly supports a code 
of conduct for preventing and resolving disputes in the waters. 

But getting a code in place is a long way off. Meanwhile, 
China's increasingly muscular approach to asserting its claims 
is pushing Manila to turn to the U.S. for support. 

Manila's expectation that the U.S. will respond robustly is 
tied to the two countries' historical colonial links. It is an 
expectation 'which the U.S. does try to dampen down', said Dr 
Steven Rood, The Asia Foundation's country representative 
for the Philippines. 

The Obama administration has not specified the 
circumstances under which the U.S. military would intervene 
on behalf of the Philippines. But Washington has signalled its 
support in other ways. 

It has pledged greater military cooperation, including 
helping the Philippines acquire two coast guard cutters. 
Washington has also increased its annual foreign military sales 
programme to the Philippines to U.S.$30 million (S$37 
million), three times the amount of last year's programme. 

During President Benigno Aquino's visit to the U.S. last 
month, he received words of support from both President 
Barack Obama and Secretary of State Hillary Clinton, but no 
firm commitments based on the mutual defence treaty. 

Instead, Mrs. Clinton encouraged 'continued diplomatic 
dialogue' on resolving the maritime disputes. What would 
likely happen if the treaty is indeed invoked? 

'Any reasonable reading of the treaty will merely 
conclude that in the event of a physical clash between China 
and Philippines over Scarborough Shoal, this will trigger 
consultations, but it will not trigger an automatic military 
intervention by the U.S.,' Dr Emmerson predicts. 

American decision-makers' desire to avoid any U.S.-
China clash in the South China Sea, however, contrasts 
sharply with the Chinese view that Washington is using 
Manila as a cover in a tussle for dominance in the region. 

'Washington has, time and again, affirmed it does not take 
a position on the competing sovereignty claims over the South 
China Sea, but has a national interest in maintaining the 
regional peace and stability. The well-polished rhetoric has 
been undermined by its actions,' said China's official Xinhua 
news agency on Friday. 

Accusing the U.S. of 'playing upon bilateral maritime 
disputes for its own interests', Xinhua noted that Washington 
'turned a blind eye to a spate of provocative acts by other 
countries, such as Vietnam and the Philippines'. 
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'This double standard has rendered its claimed even-
handed stance less convincing, damaging the credibility of 
U.S. foreign policy,' it said. 

Analysts such as Mr. Ernest Bower of the Centre for 
Strategic International Studies and Prof Weatherbee do not 
agree with this reading of U.S. intentions. 'The U.S. is not 
egging Manila on either as a proxy or security partner,' said 

Prof Weatherbee. 'U.S. interests have nothing to gain through 
security instability in South-east Asia.' 

'The crux of the problem is China's unilateral challenges 
to the status quo, the latest being the garrison for the Sansha 
administration,' he adds, referring to China's newest city, 
which oversees a vast expanse of the disputed waters and its 
islands. 

Return to Index 
 

14. Tokyo Seeks To Expand Defense Against China 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 31 JUL 12) ... Yuka Hayashi 

TOKYO—As a territorial dispute strains bilateral 
relations between Japan and China, Tokyo Tuesday criticized 
Beijing's expansionary maritime strategies, and called for 
beefed up surveillance and defense capabilities around remote 
islands in contested waters. 

In the latest edition of its annual Defense White Paper, the 
Japanese government said for the first time that the 
relationship between Beijing's political elite and its military 
leadership has been growing complex and that "the degree of 
military influence on foreign-policy decision has been 
changing." That, in turn, creates challenges for Japan's crisis 
management, the defense ministry said. 

The 482-page document was released weeks after 
bilateral tensions flared up with a confrontation between patrol 
vessels from the two nations in the waters near a chain of 
disputed East China Sea islands known as Senkaku in Japan 
and Diaoyu in China. 

Prime Minister Yoshihiko Noda and Defense Minister 
Satoshi Morimoto last week said on separate occasions that 
Japan could deploy its self-defense forces if maritime 
confrontations escalate beyond what could be handled by its 
Coast Guard. 

"Year after year, there has been the presence of Chinese 
maritime surveillance and law-enforcement commands in the 
areas surrounding the Senkaku Islands. This is intrusion into 
the territorial waters of our country, and attention must be paid 
in order to prepare for any contingencies," Yasuhisa Ishizuka, 
Defense Councilor at Defense Minister's Secretariat, told 
reporters. 

Senior Col. Geng Yansheng, China's defense ministry 
spokesman, said Chinese authorities had taken note of recent 
"irresponsible" remarks by Japanese officials about the Diaoyu 
islands. 

"Such erroneous remarks will have to meet the firm 
opposition of the Chinese people," he told a scheduled news 
conference marking China's Army Day on Aug 1. 

He said the Chinese military would coordinate with other 
agencies responsible for safeguarding China's sovereignty and 
maritime rights and interests. But he gave no further details. 

In addition to stepping up surveillance and defense, the 
Japanese government called for a Cold-War-style hot line 
between the two militaries to try to prevent tensions from 
escalating. "Confidence-building measures are required, such 
as establishing maritime hot line mechanisms," Mr. Ishizuka 
said. 

Turning to North Korea, the Japanese government said it 
expected its rogue neighbor to continue to beef up its military 
capabilities, noting that Pyongyang has been repeating 
"provocative military action" on the Korean peninsula. 

As in the past, Tokyo stressed that North Korea's nuclear 
testing, and the development of chemical weapons 
accompanied by the buildup of its missile capability pose 
security challenges for Japan and the region. 

"Under any circumstances, we cannot tolerate [such 
action] as it represents grave threat to the safety of our nation 
and significantly erodes the peace and stability of the 
international community," the white paper said. 

Emphasizing its existing position, Japan said it expects 
China to continue with its "expansion of the area of activity 
and perpetuation of activity" in the waters near Japan in the 
East China Sea and in the Pacific, as well as in the South 
China Sea. "We need to keep a close eye on its surveillance 
activities, such as the movement of its naval fleet, the 
conditions of its activity bases and shifts in its unique 
interpretations of legal definitions of such matters as exclusive 
economic zones," the white paper said. 

Japanese defense ministry officials said the changing 
relationship between the leadership of the Chinese Communist 
Party and People's Liberation Army has presented mixed 
signals about the military's influence on foreign policy. On the 
one hand, more forceful comments heard recently from 
military officials about the defense policies of the U.S. and its 
allies seem to indicate their stronger influence. On the other 
hand, a declining number of PLA generals in key government 
positions could mean the opposite. 

"From our crisis-management perspective, it becomes 
more difficult to interpret intensions and purpose of various 
actions on the Chinese side," Mr. Ishizuka said. 

As signs of China flexing its maritime muscle, the white 
paper listed several incidences of Chinese activities in 
sensitive waters near Japan over the past year, which followed 
a brief hiatus after the natural and nuclear disasters in Japan in 
March 2011. In June last year, a flotilla of 12 military ships—
the largest ever—passed through the waters between 
Okinawa's main island and Miyako Island before conducting 
what appeared to be a drill involving unmanned aircraft. 
China's fishery patrol ships have entered what Japan considers 
its territorial waters near Senkaku repeatedly since last 
August, culminating in the face-off with Japanese Coast Guard 
ships earlier this month. 

Return to Index 
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15. Russia To Get Stronger Nuclear Navy, Putin Says 
(REUTERS 30 JUL 12) ... Gleb Bryanski 

SEVERODVINSK, Russia -- President Vladimir Putin 
oversaw the start of construction of one of Russia's newest 
generation submarines on Monday and vowed to boost nuclear 
naval forces to safeguard the country's position as a leading 
sea power. 

Warning that its navy would protect top energy producer 
Russia's interests in the oil-rich Arctic, Putin led the ceremony 
to begin building the submarine Prince Vladimir, named after 
the ruler who founded a precursor state to modern Russia. 

The vessel is the fourth Borei class submarine, designed 
to carry one of the country's newest and most powerful 
intercontinental nuclear missiles, the Bulava, or Mace. 

"We believe that our country should maintain its status of 
one of the leading naval powers," Putin told a meeting of 
naval commanders and government officials at the sprawling 
Sevmash shipbuilding yard in northern Russia. 

Invoking Cold War rhetoric, Putin took a stab at the 
United States nuclear submarine forces, which Moscow 
carefully watched across the Atlantic Ocean for decades. 

"First of all we are talking about the development of the 
naval part of our strategic nuclear forces, about the navy's role 
in maintaining the strategic nuclear parity," he said. 

Putin is working to make the submarines and the missiles 
they will carry a cornerstone of the Russian navy, which will 
receive nearly a quarter of the 20 trillion roubles to be spent 
by the end of the decade. 

After nearly two decades characterised by a lack of 
funding, Russia is pushing to modernise its fighting forces, 
and redesign its armaments. 

Deputy Prime Minister in charge of the defence industry, 
Dmitry Rogozin, also said on Monday that Moscow was likely 
to ask state-controlled banks to finance 200-to-300 billion 
roubles annually in credits as part of the overall plan. 

Rogozin said the move would leave more cash in state 
coffers as a safety buffer. 

"We see what is happening in the world now, we see in 
what turbulences south European countries are, we see the 
problems in the euro zone," he said. 

"That should not mean cutting spending assumed in the 
government armaments programme," he also said, adding 
Sberbank, Gazprombank, VTB and VEB were among 
potential creditors. 

Eyes On Arctic 
On Monday Putin also said that Russia will have eight 

Borei submarines by 2020, by which time the navy will have 
received 51 new ships. 

In a reference to Russia's ambitions in the Arctic, where 
Moscow plans to expand its claims, Putin said the navy would 
protect Moscow's interests in the icy North. 

"Obviously, the navy is an instrument to protect national 
economic interests, including in such regions as Arctic where 
some of the world's richest biological resources, mineral 
resources are concentrated," he said. 

Moscow has planned to submit a claim this year to redraw 
the map of the Arctic and give itself a bigger swath of the 
territory, which could hold huge deposits of oil, gas and 
mineral wealth. 

Russia, Norway, the United States, Canada and Denmark 
are at odds over how to divide up the Arctic seabed, thought to 
hold 90 billion barrels of oil and 30 percent of the world's 
untapped gas resources, according to the U.S. Geological 
Survey. 

Russia has said it will spend millions of dollars on studies 
to prove that an underwater mountain range - rich in oil, 
natural gas and mineral deposits - is part of its own Eurasian 
landmass. 

Canada and Denmark reject the claim, saying the 
geographical formation, known as the Lomonosov Ridge, 
which stretches across the Arctic Sea, is a geographical 
extension of their own land. 

The Borei submarine project, started shortly after the fall 
of the Soviet Union, had long been plagued by shortages of 
cash and furthermore by failures in testing the Bulava missile. 

The first two Borei class submarine built, the Yury 
Dolgoruky and Alexander Nevsky are expected to enter 
service this summer, Russia's Defence Minister Anatoly 
Serdyukov was quoted as saying earlier this year. 
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16. Aircraft Carrier Admiral Kuznetsov To Take Part In Northern Fleet's Major Naval Exercise 
(MOSCOW INTERFAX/AVN 30 JUL 12) 

SEVEROMORSK -- Northern Fleet sailors are going to 
have a very intense combat training program over the next two 
months, Northern Fleet spokesman 1st rank captain Vadim 
Serga told Interfax-AVN on Friday, citing the Northern Fleet 
Commander, Rear Admiral Vladimir Korolyov. 

"The combat drills involve Northern Fleet's surface 
forces, nuclear and diesel submarines, naval aviation and 
coastal troops. We will have to perform a number of combat 
drills using practical weapon, including missile launches and 
artillery firings," Korolyov said. 

The heavy aircraft carrier Admiral Kuznetsov will set sail 
into the Barents Sea as early as August to practice routine 
combat skills, the fleet commander said. Once it is out in the 
sea Northern Fleet's deck-based aircraft pilots will start 
restoring their flying skills using the deck of the aircraft 
carrier. 

Around the same time, the heavy nuclear-powered missile 
cruiser Pyotr Velikiy will enter the Northern Fleet's combat 
training sites for the course tasks to be practiced and 
completed by its crew. 

Currently, the Admiral Kuznetsov is the Russian Navy's 
only aircraft carrier. In February 2012, it completed its sixth 
long journey into the Atlantic Ocean and Mediterranean Sea. 

The Pyotr Velikiy too is Russia's only nuclear-power 
surface cruiser. It is known for long journeys into the 
Caribbean Basin, a round-the-world journey in 2009, a 
passage to the Pacific Ocean Fleet and its participation in the 
Vostok-2010 strategic command post exercise. 

Both cruisers are part of the Northern Fleet missile ships' 
formation. 
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17. America's Uneasy Gulf Allies Adding To Arsenals 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 30 JUL 12) ... Brian Murphy 

DUBAI, United Arab Emirates — While Iran's military 
loudly trumpets every new project or purported advance in 
hopes of rattling the U.S. and its Gulf Arab allies, the U.S. is 
quietly answering with an array of proposed arms sales across 
the region as part of a wider effort to counter Tehran. 

In the past two months, the Defense Department has 
notified Congress of possible deals totaling more than $11.3 
billion to Gulf states such as Qatar and Kuwait, which are seen 
as some of America's critical front-line partners in containing 
Iran and protecting oil shipping lanes. 

The proposed sales — including Patriot missile batteries 
and Apache attack helicopters — are still modest compared 
with massive Gulf purchases such as Saudi Arabia's $60 
billion package last year. That deal included more than 80 new 
F-15SA fighter jets, missiles, radar warning systems and other 
equipment. 

But the recent flurry of expected sales from U.S. firms, 
approved by the Pentagon and outlined in notifications to 
Congress, underscores the growing emphasis among nervous 
Gulf states on seeking quick upgrades to existing firepower 
and defensive networks. 

The arms sale need congressional approval, but usually 
few objections are raised for key allies such as Gulf nations. 

Gulf worries about possible military action against Iran 
have increased with diplomatic efforts making little headway 
in easing the showdown over Tehran's nuclear program, which 
the West and others fear could eventually develop atomic 
weapons. Iran says it only seeks reactors for energy and 
medical uses. 

An Israeli newspaper, Haaretz, reported Sunday that 
National Security Adviser Tom Donilon briefed Israeli 
officials on possible U.S. attack plans if diplomacy and 
sanctions fail to pressure Tehran to scale back its nuclear 
enrichment program. A senior Israeli official, speaking on 
condition of anonymity to discuss confidential talks, denied 
the Haaretz report. 

The news reports reflect the uncertainties in the region 
with negotiations nearly stalled and Iran trying to push back 
against deepening sanctions on its vital oil exports. 

"There was a bit of a breather in the region when 
(nuclear) talks resumed," said Bruno Tertrais, senior 
researcher at the Foundation for Strategic Research in Paris. 
"That is quickly fading." 

In its place: a sense of military adjustments moving at a 
faster pace. 

Washington plans to keep at least 13,500 troops in Kuwait 
— down slightly from the current 15,000 — but with an 
expanded mission as a potential rapid-reaction force for the 
region. The Pentagon also has scores of warplanes and other 
assets across the Gulf, including air bases in the United Arab 
Emirates and Saudi Arabia. 

At sea, the U.S. Navy plans to lead maneuvers in 
September that include minesweeping drills — a clear 
response to Iran's threats to block oil tankers from passing 
through the Strait of Hormuz at the mouth of the Gulf in 
retaliation for the tightening Western sanctions. 

The U.S. is also boosting its Gulf flotilla, directed by the 
Navy's 5th Fleet in Bahrain. Among the additions: a floating 
assault base aboard the retrofitted USS Ponce and accelerated 
deployment of the aircraft carrier USS John C. Stennis to 
ensure two carriers are in the Gulf region at all times. 

"We are seeing more and more bluster from the Iranian 
side and the U.S. and Gulf allies showing the Iranians they are 
a united front," said Theodore Karasik, a regional security 
expert at the Dubai-based Institute for Near East and Gulf 
Military Analysis. "The Gulf states are nervous. They show 
this nervousness by buying more weapons." 

Among the proposed U.S. sales is a $4.2 billion package 
to Kuwait for 60 Patriot missiles and related systems to 
"strengthen its homeland defense and deter regional threats," 
the Defense Department said in a statement. Kuwait could also 
buy, pending congressional approval, a $49 million arsenal of 
300 Hellfire II missiles, which can be launched from 
helicopters or drones. 

For Qatar — which hosts one of the Pentagon's command 
hubs — the Defense Department is seeking clearance for a 
$6.6 billion air support upgrade that includes 24 AH-64D 
Apache attack helicopters, 12 Blackhawk helicopters and 22 
Seahawk helicopters, with options to buy six more. 

The Apaches would assist with "protection of key oil and 
infrastructure and platforms which are vital to U.S. and 
Western economic interests," the Defense Department said. 

Oman, which shares control of Hormuz with Iran, is 
seeking an $86 million purchase that includes 55 Sidewinder 
missiles as part of plans to upgrade its F-16 fighter fleet. 

For decades, the Gulf had looked mostly to Washington 
for its weapons, but European arms deals also appear on the 
rise. 

In Berlin, German government spokesman Georg Streiter 
said Monday there has been an "expression of interest" by 
Qatar in about 200 Leopard II tanks. A similar Leopard tank 
deal with Saudi Arabia was reported last year by German 
media. 

In May, Saudi Arabia signed a $3 billion deal with Britain 
for air force training planes apparently linked to a 2007 
agreement to buy 72 Eurofighter Typhoon fighters. 

The weapons requests also reinforce the toughening 
stance against Iran by main rival Saudi Arabia and the other 
Gulf Arab states. The six-nation Gulf Cooperation Council has 
repeatedly warned Tehran about "meddling" in Gulf affairs. 
Saudi Arabia and Qatar have taken a leading role in 
supporting Syrian rebels trying to topple Bashar Assad's 
regime, which is Iran's main Mideast ally. 

Last week, a commander of Iran's powerful Revolutionary 
Guards warned that "hated Arab" rivals could face 
repercussions for their efforts to bring down Assad. 

Although the Gulf Arab states have no direct ties to Israel, 
any military strike on Iran by the Jewish state could require 
some degree of coordination, with Washington likely to play 
an intermediary role. Gulf military forces also could be 
quickly drawn into a wider conflict or a confrontation over the 
Strait of Hormuz, the passageway for one-fifth of the world's 
oil. 
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"Amid the standoff between Iran, Israel and the West, 
there's another side that is often overlooked," said Sami al-

Faraj, director of the Kuwait Center for Strategic Studies. "It is 
the Gulf states. They are the ones caught in the middle." 
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PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
18. Five Lessons For A Long Cruise 
We asked the experts: Amphib crews share 5 tips to help you survive extended deployments 
(NAVY TIMES 06 AUG 12) ... Sam Fellman 

NORFOLK, Va. — It’s no secret that, with the fleet 
flexing to respond to crises around the world, deployments are 
getting longer and, in some cases, more frequent. 

Recent examples abound. After five months at home, the 
John C. Stennis Carrier Strike Group is deploying again in late 
August, officials said, on what’s expected to be an eight-
month cruise. Chief of Naval Operations Adm. Jon Greenert 
said it’s likely the five strike group deployments in fiscal 2013 
will stretch well past six months apiece — to an average of 
almost 8 ½ months . 

With longer deployments a reality, Navy Times sought 
survival advice from the fleet’s reigning experts: the sailors 
who returned this year from the longest cruise in decades. The 
Bataan Amphibious Ready Group — made up of the 
amphibious assault ship Bataan, amphibious transport dock 
Mesa Verde, dock landing ship Whidbey Island and the 22nd 
Marine Expeditionary Unit — left the East Coast in March 
2011 and didn’t return until February 2012. All told, a 322-
day cruise. 

Nineteen Bataan and Mesa Verde sailors, from junior 
enlisted to commanding officers, shared their secrets. These 
ranged from how to best spend your downtime to easing the 
transition back home. 

Here are five of their best: 
Play Dodgeball 
A ways into the cruise, some sailors saw shipmates’ 

energy flagging, especially on long days. They came up with 
an antidote: a recreational sports league with weekly 
basketball and volleyball matches. They held a relay race on 
the flight deck and, at one point, even organized a Damage 
Control Olympics, a course that tests your ability to patch 
leaks. 

But the hands-down crew favorite? Dodgeball. 
“The event became so big,” said Ensign Greg Brown, 

who organized the intramural games. “It became a social event 
for the ship.” The ship and embarked Marines fielded 
approximately 20 teams, which had between eight to 10 
people apiece. That meant on the weekly game night, there 
were nearly two hundred participants in the hangar bay, not to 
mention all the onlookers. 

“When one team was on, the other 19 teams were there, 
rooting them on,” Brown said. 

The weekly dodgeball games were initially set for a nine-
week competition, but when organizers saw how popular they 
became, they were extended through the deployment. Crew 
members formed their own squads and competed for what 
Brown called “big-money prizes” for the top three teams. 

“It turned out to be a good event and before you know it, 
you look up, we’re sailing home,” Brown said. 

In other ways to stay active, Bataan held a 5K run and had 
a “cruise-to-lose” weight-loss club that led to a collective 
shedding of 921 pounds. Mesa Verde had a running club that 

logged miles on treadmills and ellipticals and hosted Saturday 
night “Dance Dance Revolution” video game competitions on 
the mess decks. 

Don’t Get Complacent 
Your greatest risk on deployment — especially one that 

stretches beyond what the crew expects or is used to — comes 
from succumbing to the sense that dangerous things aren’t. 

The key to combating complacency as a cruise stretches 
on is asking yourself before each hazardous event, “What’s 
different this time?” said Capt. Erik Ross, CO of Bataan. 
“We’ve done this 39 times. This is time No. 40. Do we have 
different watchstanders? Do we have different 
environmentals?” Ross studied the crew’s most common 
mishaps, typically mundane things like falling down ladders or 
bumping into knee-knockers. Each week, during a 30-minute 
videotaped session, a chief reminded the crew about these 
hazards and others to avoid. 

That chief dressed as “Complacency Cow” and 
occasionally had skits to make the lesson more fun for 
viewers. 

“I think we pay more attention and have heightened 
awareness when we’re doing more dangerous things and when 
we’re in the middle of an operation,” Ross said. “But when 
you do things so often that they become routine, that’s where 
the danger of complacency is the greatest.” 

During a 10½-month deployment, there are more 
opportunities for complacency to set in. The Bataan’s 
workload, for example, included recovering hovercraft 123 
times, running 10 Close-In Weapon System gun shoots, and 
conducting 39 underway replenishments and 18,404 flight 
deck evolutions, according to figures compiled by the ship. 

Bring Extra Underwear 
Chief Ship’s Serviceman (SW/AW) James Slaughter has 

a number of hard-won tips from his 17 deployments. (You 
read that right, 17, which includes individual augmentations, 
as well as cruises with the eight ships to which he’s been 
assigned during his career.) At the top of his list: “Bring two 
of everything.” This is especially true on a longer deployment, 
when necessities such as underwear and uniforms are more 
prone to wearing out under heavy use. 

Slaughter, true to his roots as an SH, is conscious of 
what’s tough to order on deployment. Boots, for one. 
Slaughter said on one cruise, there was some leaking in his 
berthing and his sole pair of boats got soaked, even though he 
needed them for watch and work. 

“You just can’t go into the ship’s store and order boots,” 
Slaughter said. “So I’d bring two of everything that you know 
you can’t order readily.” Slaughter, who once worked in the 
laundry, advises sailors to bring many other items. He said he 
took on deployment six pairs of the Navy Working Uniform, 
10 pairs of coveralls and stacks of socks and underwear, which 
can get holes toward the end of an epic cruise. 
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“Underwear — I have a locker full of them,” Slaughter 
said. “It’s stacked to the ceiling with just underwear, because 
you never know where you’re going to be.” 

Don’t Argue Over Email 
Deployment isn’t just tough on a sailor. For a spouse, 

everyday stressors such as raising kids and paying bills 
compound with worry that you’re safe. Both Bataan and Mesa 
Verde veterans said keeping your spouse updated is key to 
continuing a healthy relationship. This can be difficult to 
manage — especially on a long cruise, when the return date 
keeps getting pushed back. 

One of the worst things a deployed sailor can do is to start 
arguing with his spouse over email, said Damage Controlman 
1st Class (SW/AW) Teddy Yates, who’s been married to his 
wife, Crista, for five years. 

“If you argue over email, you could lose email [access] 
over that time period, and then it could be over a week before 
you’re able to talk to your spouse again,” Yates said. “Plus, 
every time you type something, it comes out differently than 
how you’re actually saying it. So anything you type in an 
email, you have to make sure you choose your words.” 
Keeping in touch with your family is one of the most 
important ways to survive a long deployment. It helps you 
reflect outside the lifelines and makes you an active presence 
in your family, who grow accustomed to your absence during 
an extended cruise. Sailors said this is easier courtesy of 
cutting-edge social media, like the video-calling service 
Skype. 

Everyone knows about Facebook, but make sure you 
utilize its messaging capabilities to keep close ties with your 
spouse, who can set up an account to receive Facebook 
messages via smartphone. Aviation Boatswain’s Mate 
(Handling) 1st Class (SW) Jason Hamilton said he used it 
every day to stay in touch with his wife, Jamie. 

“If I didn’t talk to my wife daily, something was 
missing,” said Hamilton, a Mesa Verde sailor who has been 
married five years. “It wasn’t always a quick write back-and-
forth, but she always got a chance to at least message me back 
... I could say ‘Hey,’ and she’d say ‘Hey back,’ and then, you 
know, ‘How’re the kids doing?’ All that kind of stuff. 

“Connectivity was always pretty good, and when it was 
down, she understood.” Whether you’re sending an email on 
wrapping up a phone call, it’s important to end it properly, 
said Chief Aviation Boatswain’s Mate (Handling) (AW/SW) 
Fred Baxter. 

“Always try to end your conversation on a happy note,” 
Baxter, who is the Air Department’s leading chief petty officer 
on Mesa Verde, tells his sailors. “No matter how you start the 
conversation or get into the conversation, always end it on a 
happy note, because that’s going to leave a lasting impression. 
That’s what they’re going to take away.” 

Listen To Your Family 
For those with a spouse or kids, the most important thing 

you can do when you get home is listen, many sailors advised. 
It’s important to remember that their lives have gone on 
without you and they’ve adjusted to doing things differently. 
Spouses need to tell you about how they’ve coped. Kids need 
to tell you what they’ve been up to. 

Chief Electronics Technician (SW/AW) Mark Thompson 
has a wife and three teenage kids. On this extra-long cruise, he 
missed almost the entire school year and every one of his kids’ 
birthdays. 

The children changed considerably. Thompson returned 
to find his oldest son, Kevin, 2 inches taller than him. And 
each one wanted to immediately download everything that had 
happened to them in the 10½ months he was gone. 

“I just start by listening,” said Thompson, who’s been 
married for 18 years and deployed seven times. “Just be at 
home and be there to listen, and try not to just assume the role 
of disciplinarian right as soon as you walk in the door … If 
you listen, they know you care.” With little kids, it’s also 
important to give it time. After Mesa Verde returned, Senior 
Chief Ship’s Serviceman (SW) Jackie Jones gave her 3-year-
old son, Kayden, time to adjust to her presence again, saying 
at the beginning that she had acted “like a visitor in a house.” 
Gradually, she began to take him to pre-school and helped him 
practice his writing. 

“He still called me Mom and everything,” Jones said. 
“But it took a couple of weeks for our relationship to become 
what it was before I left.” 
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19. Report: Time Is Right To Downsize Pay Raises 
(NAVY TIMES 30 JUL 12) ... Rick Maze 

In what would be bad news for military wallets, a new 
report by Rand Corp. says the timing is right to limit the size 
of military pay raises. 

With “extraordinarily high” recruiting and retention and 
current pay levels that have troops well compensated in 
comparison to their civilian peers, a Rand Corp. report 
released Monday says there would be little harm in limiting 
military pay increases to a level below the average annual 
growth in private-sector pay. 

Smaller military raises are “unlikely to hurt capability and 
readiness,” the report says. “Where needed, bonuses and 
special pays can be used to manage recruiting and retention 
and do so more cost-effectively than across-the-board pay 
actions.” 

The report is titled, “Should the Increase in Military Pay 
Be Slowed?” It was prepared for the Defense Department 
which, not coincidently, is proposing to limit future pay 

increases beginning in 2015 to only a fraction of the annual 
increase in private-sector wages. 

Rand researchers said that military pay has, in some 
regards, outperformed private-sector wages in recent years. 
Since 2000, civilian pay has slightly decreased after 
adjustment for inflation while military basic pay increased by 
13 percent. 

The Rand report suggests three options for cutting pay. 

• A one-time cap that limits the increase in basic pay to 
half a percentage point less than the average private-
sector increase, which would save $5.2 billion over 
10 years, the study estimates. If applied to the 2013 
raise, this would give service members a 1.2 percent 
increase on Jan. 1, rather than the 1.7 percent 
increase included in the Obama administration’s 
defense request. The 1.7 percent hike matches the 
average private-sector increase last year, as measured 
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by the Labor Department’s Employment Cost Index, 
or ECI. 

• A one-year freeze, with no increase in basic pay, 
which would save around $17.7 billion over 10 years, 
Rand estimates. This would apply only to basic pay 
rates, and would not eliminate pay increases that 
come from promotions or for passing longevity steps 
in the military pay scale. 

• Capping basic pay raises for four consecutive years at 
half a percentage point less than private-sector 
increases, which would save $17.5 billion over five 
years, the report says. 

Pay caps would have a downside, the report 
acknowledges. In what service members and their families 
likely would consider an understatement, the report says the 
military community is “likely to find a decrease in the rate of 
growth of military pay unwelcome,” especially while troops 
are still in combat. 

Pay caps could be “interpreted as a signal of waning 
support for the war effort and a lack of appreciation for the 
personal sacrifices of service members and their families,” the 
report said. 

In a recent report on long-range defense costs, the 
nonpartisan Congressional Budget Office predicted that 
Congress would be unlikely to go along with a Defense 
Department request to cap future military raises, even if 
money gets tight. 

Rand, however, says that a one-time pay freeze or one-
time pay cap has the best chance of passing because they 
would be viewed as short-term responses to the high 
unemployment rate in the civilian labor market and an effort 
to reduce deficit spending. 

Longer-term cap caps would be harder to sustain, 
especially if the civilian job market improved to the point that 
military recruiting became more difficult and mid-career 
service members decided to leave the ranks to take civilian 
jobs. 
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20. Retirees: House Tricare Plan ‘Least Evil’ 
(NAVY TIMES 30 JUL 12) ... Patricia Kime 

Military retirees overwhelmingly support a House plan 
that would require senior Tricare beneficiaries to use mail 
order for their routine prescriptions in exchange for limiting 
future Tricare pharmacy fee increases, according to a new 
survey. 

The survey, by the Military Officers Association of 
America, asked retirees to choose between the House proposal 
and a Senate-backed Pentagon plan with higher increases. In 
response, 97 percent of nearly 7,000 retirees and their spouses 
said they support the House proposal. 

Although the House plan would raise co-payments in 
2013 on brand-name medications at retail stores and through 
mail order, the increases would be smaller than those called 
for by the Defense Department, and the House plan would cap 
future fee increases to no more than the annual cost-of-living 
adjustment in military retired pay. 

To offset the lower costs in the House plan, Tricare for 
Life beneficiaries would have to use mail order for their 
maintenance prescriptions for at least a year. 

Just 3 percent of respondents supported the Senate’s plan, 
based on the Defense Department 2013 budget proposal, that 
would more than double co-payments for brand-name drugs at 
retail pharmacies in 2013 and raise those fees by 30 percent by 
2017. 

The Senate plan does not limit access to retail pharmacies 
for any beneficiaries. 

“Our data shows if you give people the option of lower 
co-payments, that’s what they want,” said retired Air Force 

Col. Steve Strobridge, MOAA’s director of government 
relations. 

More than 85 percent of those who responded to the 
survey said they were over age 65 and would be affected by 
the mail-order requirement for routine medications. 

Waivers would be possible, however, and beneficiaries 
could opt out of the mail-order program after a year, according 
to the House plan. 

Nearly 50 percent of those surveyed said they already use 
mail order for maintenance prescriptions. The mail-order 
program offers 90-day supplies of prescription medications for 
the same co-payment as a 30-day supply obtained at retail 
pharmacies. 

More than 92 percent who said they have tried Tricare’s 
mail-order option report being “very satisfied” or “mostly 
satisfied” with it. 

The survey, titled “Which Rx prescription option is ‘least 
evil?’ ” was emailed to 130,000 people. 

Strobridge said MOAA doesn’t find either Tricare 
pharmacy proposal “particularly attractive,” but wanted to see 
what its members found important. 

“While nobody’s enthused about a one-year mandatory 
mail-order test, almost everyone agrees it’s the lesser of the 
evils if it buys the lower prescription co-pays,” Strobridge 
said. 

The House and Senate will reconcile the differences in 
their proposed defense spending bills before a final budget is 
approved. 
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21. Senate Report Slams Major For-Profit Schools 
(NAVY TIMES 30 JUL 12) ... Cid Standifer and Rick Maze 

A Senate committee released a blistering 5,194-page 
report on Monday detailing its findings from a two-year 
investigation of the for-profit education industry, including its 
use and abuse of Post-9/11 GI Bill and military tuition 
assistance funding. 

While Sen. Tom Harkin, D-Iowa, head of the Committee 
on Health, Education, Labor and Pensions, stressed that the 
investigation found responsible for-profit schools, the overall 
report stresses many education companies’ alleged unethical 
recruitment practices, low graduation rates, high student debt 
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default rates and higher-than-average tuition costs, all of 
which the committee has publicly decried for years. 

The Association of Private Sector Colleges and 
Universities immediately fired back. Steve Gunderson, head of 
the association, called the report a case of “ideology 
overriding reality” and accused Harkin of being involved in 
“nothing more than political attacks.” 

The report focuses on the top 30 companies that operate 
for-profit schools, some of which operate more than one 
school. The list includes such giants as the Apollo Group, 
owner of University of Phoenix, as well as American Public 
Education, Inc., owner of American Military University, the 
most popular school for students using Defense Department 
tuition assistance funds. 

In a news conference Monday afternoon, Harkin 
advocated new laws that would prevent schools from using 
federal aid, including GI Bill funds, for marketing or lobbying, 
and argued that the Education Department should track all 
students, not only first-time, full-time students as it does now. 

Despite several bills floating around Capitol Hill that 
would institute stricter controls for GI Bill spending, however, 
Harkin said he is pessimistic that lawmakers will be able to 
force changes this year. 

“I don’t think we’re going to get much done this year in 
anything.” he conceded, pointing to the upcoming 
congressional recess and election season. 

He added, however, that next year lawmakers will have to 
reauthorize the Higher Education Act, which establishes Title 
IV federal financial aid for most students, and that could 
present an opportunity to introduce reforms. 

Gunderson said the report is the culmination of “two 
years of an ideological cause by the senator and his staff,” 
claiming that other members of Harkin’s committee did not 
support the report. 

Gunderson questioned the accuracy of most of the cost 
data, about how much the schools earn in revenue and about 
how much of their money is federal-related dollars. 

Many of the recommendations in the report, Gunderson 
said, could be accomplished only by shutting down all for-
profit schools. 

For-profit schools do spend money on marketing and 
sales because, on average, only 1 percent of students contacted 
ever actually enroll. 

Asked about cases of false and misleading and advertising 
discovered by the committee staff and by the Government 
Accountability Office investigative staff, Gunderson said that 
is not an industry-wide problem and that he feels there are 
enough existing state and federal rules to deal with that kind of 
activity. 

“Most of our schools do not want to misrepresent the 
facts,” he said. 
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22. Navy Women Celebrate The History Of Making WAVES 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 30 JUL 12) ... Chief Operations Specialist Jessica Myers, Navy Office of Diversity and Inclusion, Office of 
Women's Policy 

VIRGINIA BEACH, Va. -- Women of the sea services 
celebrated the 70th anniversary of WAVES (Women Accepted 
for Volunteer Emergency Service) July 28 with a special 
luncheon held in Virginia Beach, Va. by the Tidewater Tidal 
WAVES Chapter. 

The event celebrated the past and present legacy of 
women's service in the Navy, Coast Guard, and Marines by 
highlighting each female service member in attendance, 
ranging in age from 19 to 88 years old. 

Women who attended the event embraced their common 
thread of service by sharing stories of their time while serving 
in the Navy. For some of the WAVES in attendance, their time 
in service was cut short due their decision to get married or 
have children - a decision that meant an automatic discharge 
before 1976. 

"The overall experience today has been incredibly 
humbling," said Capt. Mary Jackson, commanding officer of 
Naval Station Norfolk and the anniversary celebration guest 
speaker. "To speak to these women and hear their stories 
firsthand is remarkable...they are the true trailblazers and it is 
upon their shoulders we stand," Jackson said. 

When asked what her military service meant to her, 
retired Navy WAVE Cmdr. Libby Morrison shared that "the 
Navy provided me the ability to fulfill a dream and seek a 
college education." Morrison enlisted in the Navy in 1961, 
after repeatedly eyeing Navy recruitment posters plastered up 
at her local post office. Morrison later earned her commission 
and retired in 1988 after 27 years of service in the Navy. 
"Coming from a home where neither parent was able to get 
past a grade school level education, the Navy gave me that 

opportunity," said Morrison. "My parents couldn't have been 
prouder." 

One of the honored guests for the special WAVES event 
was 88-year old Dame Mary Sigillo Barraco, a U.S. citizen 
who found herself in the middle of World War II living as a 
teen with her mother in Europe. She shared her firsthand story 
of witnessing when Nazi Germany overtook the country of 
Belgium in 1941 and her decision to join the "Freedom 
Fighters" from 1941-1945. Barraco was responsible for 
helping free numerous Allied servicemen, fellow partisans, 
Jewish citizens, and others that were held by the Nazi in 
prisons and detention camps, and Barroco herself was caught 
and held captive by the Gestapo. 

During the event, Barraco shared with attendees stories 
the horrors that she endured during the months she was 
detained, which included the news of her fiancé being 
executed. She credits her eventual freedom to the work of the 
American military, describing her view from a tiny prison cell 
as she watched Americans planes flying overhead - that is the 
moment she described she knew her life had been saved. 
Without a dry eye in the room, Barraco thanked the women of 
the WAVES and each uniformed servicewoman in attendance 
for their courage to serve and for maintaining the legacy of 
those who paved the way for future generations of service, 
stating she was "proud and deeply appreciated the sacrifices 
made on her and her fellow citizens behalf." 

The celebration also included a presentation of the 2012 
WAVES National Scholarship Award and a special WAVES 
memorabilia auction, with 75 percent of all proceeds going to 
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local Department of vetern Affairs hospitals in support of 
women veterans. 

The Women's Reserve, unofficially known as WAVES, 
was established in 1938 with the passing of Public Law 689, 
which was later amended and signed by then-President 
Franklin D. Roosevelt July 30, 1942. Wellesley College 
president, Mildred McAfee, was selected to lead the new 
Women's Reserve and was sworn in as a lieutenant 
commander August 3, 1942. 

During World War II, 90,000 female officers and enlisted 
naval Reservists and were stationed at U.S. shore commands 
as well as overseas. WAVES served as air traffic controllers, 

artists, cryptologists, hospital corpsmen, linguists, and weather 
specialists. During World War II, 81 nurses were taken 
prisoner by the Japanese in Guam and in the Republic of the 
Philippines. 

Through the direct contributions of over 350,000 women 
who served in the military during World War II, military and 
congressional leaders were convinced that women should be 
allowed to serve not only during times of war, but also during 
times of peace. In July 1948, the Women's Armed Service Act 
allowed for the first women to be sworn onto regular active 
duty. The WAVES were later disestablished in 1972, in order 
to integrate women into the main functions of the Navy. 
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FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
23. Layoff Notices Or Political Cards? 
Debate heats up over pre-Election Day 'fiscal cliff' warnings 
(WASHINGTON POST 31 JUL 12) ... Zachary A. Goldfarb 

The deep federal spending cuts scheduled to take effect at 
the start of next year may trigger dismissal notices for tens of 
thousands of employees of government contractors, companies 
and analysts say, and the warnings may start going out at a 
particularly sensitive time: 

Days before the presidential election. 
By law, all but the smallest companies must notify their 

workforce at least 60 days in advance when they know of 
specific job cuts that are likely to happen. 

Obama administration officials say that the threat of 
layoffs is overblown and that Republicans are playing up the 
possibility rather than trying to head it off. The Labor 
Department said Monday that it would be “inappropriate” for 
contractors to send out large-scale dismissal notices, because it 
is unclear whether the federal cuts will occur and how they 
would be carried out. 

Republicans reacted with fury, saying it is the White 
House that is playing politics. 

“The president is focused on preventing advance notice to 
American workers that their jobs are at risk and on 
perpetuating uncertainty,” said Rep. Howard P. “Buck” 
McKeon (R-Calif.), chairman of the House Armed Services 
Committee. 

The prospect of widespread layoff notices before Election 
Day — potentially hitting the swing state of Virginia hardest 
— underlines how the looming “fiscal cliff” at the end of the 
year is shaping the economy and politics many months in 
advance. 

Economists say the threat of deep cuts in domestic and 
defense spending, coupled with automatic increases in taxes, 
is already a drag on economic growth and a source of 
enormous uncertainty for businesses, which are holding back 
on hiring and helping to keep the nation’s unemployment rate 
above 8 percent. 

Republicans have seized an opportunity to attack 
President Obama over the planned cuts to defense spending, 
while Obama is pointing at the GOP, saying he will not roll 
back the spending reduction without Republicans agreeing to 
higher taxes on the wealthy to help tame the nation’s debt. 

The far-reaching reductions in domestic and defense 
spending, along with the sharp tax increases, will take effect 

automatically at the start of the new year unless Obama and 
Congress act. 

Although both sides want to stop the spending cuts, a deal 
seems unlikely until after the election. 

A key defense industry group representing some of the 
largest contractors said it is reviewing the Labor Department’s 
new guidance, but the group said it still considers it possible 
that layoff notices will be sent to a large number of 
employees. 

The giant defense contractor Lockheed Martin, which has 
more than 20,000 workers in the Washington area, has said it 
may notify more than 100,000 employees of potential layoffs 
ahead of the election. Lockheed said Monday that it is 
reviewing the new guidance. EADS, a major European 
defense contractor with U.S. operations, also has said it may 
notify employees of layoffs. 

Spokesmen for Northrop Grumman and General 
Dynamics said last week they have not decided whether to do 
so, while a Boeing representative would say only that the 
company is planning for a worst-case scenario where the 
spending cuts occur. Two other large local contractors, 
Computer Sciences Corp. and SAIC, declined to comment. 

Some employment lawyers and analysts are accusing 
businesses of threatening to issue layoff notices as a way to 
pressure lawmakers to roll back cuts that could reduce 
profitability. 

“If it’s truly the intent of the defense industry to want to 
send out the mass notices, I think that is being triggered by 
their frustration over the uncertainty about the budget,” said 
Jack Raisner, a specialist in employment law. “They’re 
manufacturing a hysteria about being forced to do it.” 

Others argue that companies will conclude that the law 
compels them to send out notices. 

“Whether it’s bluster or serious, unfortunately the 
contractors have to take it seriously,” Michael Hordell, a 
contracting lawyer in Washington, said in an interview before 
the Labor Department guidance. “What’s sad about this is 
they’re not sure what programs are going to be cut if there are 
automatic cuts, so they have to do broad general notification.” 

Behind the potential layoff notices is the 1988 Worker 
Adjustment and Retraining Notification, or WARN, Act. 
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The law requires companies with more than 100 
employees to alert workers that they may be laid off if there is 
a foreseeable event in the next 60 days that is likely to require 
the dismissals. 

Some states, such as New York and California, require 
notifications as early as 90 days in advance. Failure to do so 
can lead to hundreds of dollars in penalties, per employee per 
day, but there are a number of caveats in the statute. The 
statute says companies are not to issue “blanket” notices. 

Shai Akabas, a senior policy analyst at the Bipartisan 
Policy Center who has studied the issue, said the Labor 
Department’s advisory — that there’s no need for dismissal 
notices — would not be definitive. The WARN Act can be 
adjudicated in court only. 

“Contractors’ legal representatives have stated they need 
to issue notices to comply with the act,” he said. “They may 
not feel comfortable failing to issue the notices simply in light 
of this guidance.” 

Akabas and other analysts wrote in a recent research note 
that millions of employees could receive such notices in the 
most dramatic case. 

“Businesses will want to maintain flexibility by issuing to 
all their employees who could get laid off, and the precise 
decisions may depend on which contracts are affected by the 
spending cuts,” they wrote. “Employers wishing to pressure 
policymakers to overturn the [cuts] have an incentive to 
exaggerate the impact by including as many workers as 
possible.” 

Economists say the looming cuts and tax hikes are already 
making businesses uneasy. 

“If I’m being warned about my job, then I’m going to 
start acting as though there’s a real chance that I won’t be 

employed coming forward,” said Bank of America economist 
Ethan Harris. “It’s fear. It’ll have a freezing-up effect.” 

Republicans, led by presidential contender Mitt Romney, 
have called for delaying the automatic cuts, which were put in 
place last year to close the nation’s budget gap. He also wants 
to stop the tax increases, which would occur when tax cuts 
adopted under President George W. Bush expire. 

Democrats, including Obama, insist that they will 
postpone the spending cuts only if Republicans agree to 
increase taxes on the wealthy to help reduce federal 
borrowing. 

The issue is also a dividing line in Virginia, which is 
reliant on the federal government’s largesse more than any 
other state. 

Republican Senate candidate George Allen says the 
reductions could be devastating. 

Democrat Senate candidate Timothy M. Kaine said the 
deal that led to the proposed cuts — forged last summer by 
Republicans and Democrats — was the right thing to do. 

“If pieces of the economy or people’s jobs start going 
over the cliff before the election, and the Republicans are 
responsible for that because they were defending tax cuts for 
millionaires, that’s a bad place for them to be politically,” said 
Craig Varoga, a Democratic political strategist. 

Terry Holt, a Republican strategist, said the 
administration is acting to protect itself by releasing guidance 
to companies not to issue notices. 

“President Obama is willing to use all the powers of the 
incumbency to defend his reelection,” Holt said. “People 
associate job loss and economic stagnation with the president 
far more than their individual member of Congress.” 
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24. McCain Brings Defense Budget Debate To Norfolk 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 31 JUL 12) ... Bill Bartel 

NORFOLK -- The Washington debate over how to deal 
with automatic budget cuts of $1 trillion, including deep 
slashes in defense spending, came to Hampton Roads on 
Monday as three Republican senators urged the public to get 
involved. At the same time, a Virginia senator chided the trio, 
accusing them of playing politics instead of trying to solve the 
problem. 

U.S. Sen. John McCain of Arizona said he and others 
have been trying for months to get congressional action to halt 
the budget cuts set in motion last year. But after no success in 
the Capitol, they're hoping to get citizens involved. "We need 
a grassroots effort," McCain said after a town-hall-style 
meeting with about 300 people in downtown Norfolk. 

The three senators suggested that revenue increases - an 
idea detested by many Republican congressional leaders - will 
likely need to be part of a compromise. 

"We're not wedded to any one position because there's too 
much at stake," McCain said. 

Perhaps the strongest criticism of the congressional 
stalemate came from retired Sailor Mark Stets of Virginia 
Beach who told the senators that the prospect of the deep 
defense cuts "infuriates me." He said his son, Army Staff Sgt. 
Mark Stets Jr., was killed in Pakistan in 2010. 

"My son didn't die for the crap you people are doing in 
D.C. Do you understand that?" Stets said. 

At issue are budget cuts set in motion last year after 
Congress failed to agree on a package of spending cuts and 
revenue increases aimed at reducing the budget deficit. The 
government borrows more than $1 trillion of what it spends 
every year, contributing to a fast-rising $16 trillion national 
debt. 

Under the terms of a bill approved last summer by 
Congress and President Barack Obama, the failure to reach a 
deal triggered automatic cuts - known as sequestration - that 
start in January and are spread out over 10 years. Half the cuts 
- about $500 billion - would be in defense and half in social 
programs. 

Pentagon leaders, defense contractors and some 
legislators, in Virginia and elsewhere, have warned for months 
that the defense cuts would force significant reductions in 
military operations. They also would cost thousands of jobs in 
Virginia and could spark a statewide recession, according to 
analysts. The effect would be particularly acute in Hampton 
Roads where almost half the economy is defense based. 

A recent George Mason University study estimated the 
cuts could result in 200,000 job losses in Virginia. 

McCain, along with Sens. Lindsey Graham of South 
Carolina and Kelly Ayotte of New Hampshire, told the crowd 
at the Half Moone Cruise and Celebration Center that both 
political parties are at fault. 
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"We'll blame Republicans. We'll blame Democrats. We'll 
blame the president," McCain said. "But the fact is, what we 
need to do now is join together and avert." 

The late-afternoon Norfolk rally was the last of three held 
by the senators on Monday. They also visited Tampa, Fla., and 
Fayetteville, N.C. 

Sen. Jim Webb, a Virginia Democrat who was invited to 
participate in the Norfolk rally but declined, said the 
Republicans "could be making better use of their time by 
working across party lines to avert arbitrary cuts to defense 
programs instead of appearing at staged events in three or four 
swing states for obvious political reasons." 

Webb, who serves on the Senate Armed Services 
Committee with the visiting senators, said in a statement 
before the rally that he's "well aware of the implications of 
sequestration for our nation's defense and industrial base." 

Graham said he, McCain and Ayotte are proposing that 
Congress and the White House act this summer to avoid the 
first year of the cuts - $110 billion - by approving a package of 

yet-to-be-decided budget cuts and new revenues, such as 
ending some tax deductions. The compromise would give a 
new Congress all of next year to deal with the bulk of the cuts, 
Graham said. 

Sen. Mark Warner of Virginia, who has spearheaded a 
years-long effort to gain congressional support for a budget 
that includes spending cuts and revenue increases, said he was 
glad the senators want to consider new revenues. 

"I welcome everybody to the fight to get this under 
control," the Democrat said. "Anything that brings more folks 
to the cause is a welcome sign." 

Graham said he appreciates Warner's work as part of the 
so-called Gang of Six in the Senate, but the problem is that 
partisan feuding is preventing any sort of compromise. He also 
criticized Warner and Webb for not attending Monday's event. 

"What we're doing is basically informing you that we're 
miles apart. They're not telling you that," he said, referring to 
the two Virginia senators. 
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25. Sen. Inhofe Under Fire On Biofuels 
(THE HILL 30 JUL 12) ... Zack Colman 

Sen. James Inhofe (R-Okla.) is coming under fire for 
hypocrisy from supporters of a Navy biofuels testing program 
for opposing the initiative after wresting earmarks for a similar 
effort a decade ago. 

Inhofe has accused the Navy of wasting taxpayer money 
by paying $26 per gallon for biofuel used in the Navy’s “Great 
Green Fleet” program. 

Critics of Inhofe’s position say the Republican senator 
was for the program before he was against it — as long as it 
benefited his state. 

They note that Inhofe secured a $2.3 million defense 
contract for Tulsa, Okla.-based Syntroleum Corp. in 2006 so 
that the company could test a $22-per-gallon liquid natural-gas 
jet fuel for B-52s at Tinker Air Force Base in Tulsa. In today’s 
dollars, that fuel would cost $25 per gallon. 

“Ten years ago, James Inhofe stood up and said that it 
was important to give the military all they require to train and 
fight for America,” said Ben Lowe, a spokesman with 
Operation Free, an advocacy group that supports the Navy 
biofuel program and argues it would reduce U.S. dependence 
on oil. 

“Today he is leading efforts to stop programs our military 
leaders say are critical to our national security,” Lowe said. 

Inhofe’s office argues there’s a difference between 
Syntroleum’s contract and the Navy program. It said the 
funding from 2006 was focused on research and development, 
while the Navy program goes way beyond that. 

It is “disingenuous” to compare the two programs, Inhofe 
spokesman Jared Young told The Hill on Monday. The 
104,000 gallons bought from Syntroleum for $2.3 million was 
meant for research and development for the entire Air Force, 
he said, even though it was only tested at Tinker. The 450,000 
gallons of biofuels purchased for $12 million went to one 
Navy demonstration, he explained. 

Young elaborated that Inhofe has consistently supported 
research and development of alternative fuels for military use, 
but funds for the Navy program came from the operations and 
management budget rather than research and development. 

“The Navy says they are still in R&D stage, yet fueled its 
entire fleet and put civilians and journalists on these ships for 
their public relations demonstration which shows they have 
already tested the 50/50 blend to make sure it would work,” 
Young said. 

Andrew Holland, senior fellow for energy and climate 
with the American Security Project, called Inhofe’s view an 
“arcane argument over semantics and budget codes.” The 
Navy has often said it would not buy the biofuels until they 
become cost competitive, he told The Hill on Monday. 

Sen. Mark Udall (D-Colo.) is working behind the scenes 
to rally support for an amendment to the defense spending bill 
that would explicitly permit the Navy to buy biofuels. That 
would render moot an Inhofe amendment to the bill forbidding 
the Navy from buying biofuels if they cost more than 
conventional fuels. 

The nation’s financial situation has worsened since Inhofe 
lauded the Syntroleum contracts, Young said, though he noted 
the nation still carried $8.5 billion of debt when Defense tested 
Syntroleum’s fuel. He also pointed to looming defense cuts as 
a reason for greater scrutiny of the biofuels program. 

Promoting the biofuels program is another example of the 
Obama administration “advancing green energy at the 
taxpayer expense,” Young said. 

The Obama administration has couched its defense of the 
Navy biofuels testing program on national security grounds. 

When Inhofe’s amendment to the Defense spending bill 
passed in May, his office released a statement that said: “I 
pledge to continue working with my colleagues to ensure that 
President Obama’s far left agenda does not impact military 
readiness and our national security.” 

But in 2002, Inhofe applauded the awarding of contracts 
to Syntroleum on the grounds that it would bolster national 
security by diversifying energy sources. 

"Tulsans can be very proud that Syntroleum's advanced 
technology is now poised to make a significantly increased 
contribution to military readiness and national security,” 
Inhofe said in 2002. 
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BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
26. 4 Ships To Visit Milwaukee Next Week 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 30 JUL 12) 

MILWAUKEE — Four ships from the U.S. Navy, U.S. 
Coast Guard and Canadian navy are set to visit Milwaukee 
next week. 

It's part of the Navy's commemoration of the bicentennial 
of the War of 1812. 

The ships are the frigate USS DeWert, the coastal patrol 
ship Hurricane, the U.S. Coast Guard cutter Neah Bay and the 
Canadian frigate HMCS Ville de Québec. 

DeWert and the Canadian ship will be at the Port of 
Milwaukee Liquid Pier 5 and Neah Bay and Hurricane will be 
at the Discovery World Pier. 

They will be in Milwaukee from Aug. 8 through Aug. 14. 
The event is also part of Navy Week, a U.S. Navy event 

that takes place annually in selected cities across America. 
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27. Navy, Marines Take Part In Sapporo Air Show 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 30 JUL 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Kenneth G. Takada, Naval Air Facility Misawa 
Public Affairs 

SAPPORO, Japan -- Navy and Marine Corps aircraft and 
service members traveled north to Japan's Hokkaido Island to 
participate in the 26th Sapporo Air Show, July 29. 

Hosted by the Hokkaido Aeronautic Association, this year 
marks the first time since 2008, that U.S. military aircraft have 
participated in the air show. 

"The people of Hokkaido don't usually get to see the U.S. 
Navy," said Rear Adm. John R. Haley, commander, Task 
Force 70. "They hear about the U.S. Navy on TV because of 
the things we do with the Kaijo Jieitai (Japan Maritime Self-
Defense Force), Koku Jieitai (Japan Air Self-Defense Force) 
and the other self-defense forces, but they don't really get to 
see us. So this is a great opportunity to see the Japanese-
American alliance working together, and to see us interacting 
with them." 

The event featured aircraft fly-bys performed by F/A-18E 
Super Hornets of Strike Fighter Squadron (VFA) 115, EA-
18G Growlers of Electronic Attack Squadron (VAQ) 132, and 
a P-3C Orion from Patrol Squadron (VP) 8. Static displays 
also consisted of two SH-60B Seahawks from Helicopter 
Anti-Submarine Squadron Light (HSL) 51, two AV-8B 
Harriers from Marine Attack Squadron (VMA) 542, and a 
UC-12 Huron from Naval Air Facility Atsugi. 

U.S. military participation in the air show provided 
Hokkaido residents with an opportunity to interact with U.S. 
service members, while also getting an opportunity to witness 
some impressive firepower. 

Sailors and Marines manning the aircraft on static display 
proved to be a hit with the locals. Fans of all ages swarmed the 
service members with questions and requests for photos. 

"The highlights for me today have certainly been the 
crowds and the people of Sapporo," said Cmdr. David Walt, a 
native of Dallas, and HSL-51 commanding officer. "The 
people have been wonderful, and they've asked some amazing 
questions. I enjoyed taking pictures with the families, showing 
them the aircraft, and explaining what our mission is." 

With an estimated crowd of more than 40,000 in 
attendance, spectators came not only to see U.S. personnel and 
aircraft, but to check out aircraft from the Japanese Self-
Defense Forces and civil aviation. 

"Anytime you get a chance to view in-person a collection 
of aircraft such as this, it is an incredible opportunity," said 
Walt. "The Japanese and American alliance is certainly on 
display here today, and it's a fantastic thing to see and be a 
part of." 
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28. Hollywood Storms The Beach With ACU 5 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 31 JUL 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Elizabeth Thompson, Navy Public Affairs Support 
Element West 

CAMP PENDLETON, Calif. -- Writers, producers, 
directors and actors with the entertainment industry spent the 
day with Sailors from Camp Pendleton-based Assault Craft 
Unit 5 (ACU 5) during a Hollywood to the Navy tour July 28. 

Hollywood to the Navy is an outreach program ran by the 
Navy Office of Information West (NAVINFOWEST) to 
educate entertainment industry professionals on how the Navy 
operates. 

Past tours have taken writers, producers, actors and 
directors to aircraft carriers, destroyers, cruisers and 
submarines, but this tour introduced visitors to the amphibious 
fleet. The group was briefed on the capabilities and operations 
of landing craft air dushion (LCAC) hovercrafts assigned to 

ACU 5 before heading out to the beach to experience the real 
thing. 

"Going out on the hovercraft was just insanely fun," 
commented "Parenthood" television writer Sarah Watson. "It 
was great to see everyone working together and it was great to 
see how much camaraderie there is out there." 

NAVINFOWEST's idea for this tour stemmed from the 
real world operations that naval assets support but that 
Hollywood creative types might not be aware of when they 
include the military in their storytelling. 

"A couple of days ago I was watching an old series of 
'JAG' with my kids and [in it] the Embassy was getting 
overrun, so who do they call to get [the people] out? They call 
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the Marine Corps, but the Marine Corps can't get there without 
the Navy," said Capt. Jonathan M. Padfield, ACU 5's 
commanding officer. 

Padfield explained to the tour how LCACs are responsible 
for getting Marines from nearby ships to the shore when 
emergencies arise in coastal communities. "That's us. That's 
what we do," he said. 

As one of two Camp Pendleton commands that supply 
LCACs to the fleet, ACU 5 comprises roughly 650 Sailors 
who maintain and operate the command's 20 LCACs wherever 
needed throughout the Pacific and Middle East. 

During the tour, visitors were able to interact with Sailors 
and ask them about their jobs and experiences in the military. 
Gas Turbine Systems Technician- Electrical 2nd Class Mario 
Stewart, a deck engineer assigned to ACU 5, was one of the 
Sailors who enjoyed talking to the tour group and showing its 
participants the LCACs. 

"They were genuinely interested in riding and 
experiencing the operation of a LCAC," Stewart said. "The 

actors, screenwriters, directors and producers I met today in 
the Hollywood group (made for) an experience I won't forget 
and I hope they can say the same about their experience 
visiting ACU 5 and riding on an LCAC." 

Attendees were also able to speak to Sailors who have 
deployed to Iraq and Afghanistan as individual augmentees 
(IAs) during their visit to Camp Pendleton. 

"It makes me realize as a writer who is about to tell the 
story of an Afghan war vet how much I desperately want to 
get it right, and how much I want to make sure I honor you 
guys and I honor the reality of the situation and don't just 
exploit stories," said Watson after speaking to two Sailors who 
recently returned from IAs to Afghanistan. "I want this to feel 
real, and that's important, and I just feel a tremendous 
reasonability after talking to you guys." 

Hollywood to the Navy hosts tours monthly throughout 
southern California showcasing different Navy commands and 
assets to interested entertainment professionals. 
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NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
29. Defense Exports: What Are The True ‘Crown Jewels’? 
(NATIONAL DEFENSE 30 JUL 12) ... Sandra I. Erwin 

Tens of thousands of pieces of equipment and spare parts 
supplied by Pentagon contractors soon could become easier to 
sell to foreign countries. 

Following nearly three years of deliberations, Defense 
and State Department officials have agreed to seek the 
removal of non-sensitive technologies from the U.S. 
Munitions List. Any item on the USML is subject to tighter 
export controls. 

These highly anticipated export-control reforms have 
been sought by U.S. weapon manufacturers since the end of 
the Cold War. In the face of Pentagon budget cutbacks, 
companies increasingly are looking for opportunities in the 
overseas defense market. 

The Obama administration has since 2009 put significant 
pressure on the Pentagon and State bureaucracies to whittle 
down the USML. Many government and defense industry 
officials agree that these reforms were long overdue, but 
nobody should expect the new measures to open the 
floodgates for the sale of the Pentagon’s most prized 
technology, such as night-vision systems or unmanned air 
vehicles. 

Disagreements among agencies on what exactly 
constitutes “dual use” technology versus “crown jewels” will 
persist, and likely will keep technologies that are coveted by 
foreign buyers off limits. 

“What should be dual use and what should be crown 
jewels?” said Andrew J. Shapiro, assistant secretary of state 
for political-military affairs. “That’s where the real debate 
lies,” he said July 27 during a breakfast meeting with 
reporters. 

Night vision sensors are sold commercially, but they also 
are technologies that give the U.S. military an edge over 
adversaries, Shapiro said. Defense and State officials do not 
always agree on “where we have the advantage,” said Shapiro. 
“Those are some of the toughest discussions we are having.” 

Manufacturers of unmanned air vehicles that had hoped 
for lesser restrictions on exports will continue to be 
disappointed. 

In an April speech, Northrop Grumman Corp. CEO Wes 
Bush said export restrictions are “hurting this industry in 
America without making us any safer.” He said current export 
regulations treat UAVs as if the United States had a corner on 
the technology. The same thinking led to restrictions on 
satellite exports, which cause U.S. industry to lose market 
share, said Bush. “The very policies that were intended to 
keep this technology secure for us actually encouraged others, 
who could not buy it from us, to develop their own,” he said. 
“America lost valuable export opportunities.” 

The United States is “struggling to sell unmanned aircraft 
to our allies while other nations prepare to jump into the 
marketplace with both feet,” Bush said. 

Shapiro noted that there is “intense interest in UAVs,” 
and all export requests are reviewed on a case-by-case basis. 

When considering sales of sensitive technologies, 
Defense and State officials also weigh the relationship that the 
United States has with the potential buyer and what impact 
that sale might have on the regional balance of power, said 
Shapiro. 

This is one area where government officials make 
judgment calls with which exporters might disagree. 

Within the Pentagon’s export-control bureaucracy alone, 
there are 13 working groups that must clear certain classes of 
exports before the State Department system kicks in. UAV 
export license requests are vetted by the group that administers 
the Missile Technology Control Regime. In cases when the 
lower level groups do not concur, Shapiro’s office has the 
final word. 

“UAV exports have been very tightly controlled in the 
past, but I see some indications the administration may be 
taking a more pragmatic position,” said Frank Cevasco, 
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president of Cevasco International, an industry consulting 
firm. 

Advanced UAVs have been sold to Germany, Italy and 
the united Kingdom. “However, it will not be easy to export 
the more capable UAVs in the future," Cevasco told National 
Defense. "I suspect the administration is considering an 
approach that is increasingly sensitive to who will operate the 
UAVs [such as an ally that is fighting side by side with U.S. 
forces] rather than simply stalling for several years followed 
by deciding ‘no.’” 

In a speech last week to the Defense Trade Advisory 
Group, a panel of outside experts that works for the State 
Department, Shapiro touted the administration’s reforms as a 
contributing factor to rising exports. He cited a $10 billion 
increase in fiscal year 2011 in items authorized for transfer. 
“In 2011 the Directorate for Defense Trade Controls processed 
more than 83,000 licenses. The most ever,” said Shapiro. 
Foreign military sales surpassed $50 billion in fiscal year 
2012. “This represents at least a $20 billion increase over 2011 
and we still have a chunk of the fiscal year left,” he said. 

Shapiro said State also is taking action to improve the 
congressional notification process that is required by law for 

defense exports exceeding specified dollar values and for 
which Congress has a limited number of days. Congress can 
halt the “pre-notification” process if a member objects. 

The USML review was been under way for two years. 
Defense and State officials are taking the various USML 
categories — one or two at a time — and submitting proposed 
changes, such as moving a category from the USML to the 
Commerce Control List. 

Additional categories will be submitted for formal 
notification this year, Shapiro said. He did not say what 
reaction, if any, he had received from Congress. 

“This administration has made it a top priority to promote 
U.S. business abroad,” Shapiro told the trade advisory group. 
“We view the American defense industry as an integral part of 
our efforts to advance U.S. national security and foreign 
policy.” At the State Department, he said, “We advocate 
tirelessly on U.S. companies behalf … I have the frequent flier 
miles to prove it.” 

Shapiro said he continues to be surprised by the fact that, 
“despite our high bar for approving transfers and our 
aggressive monitoring, more and more countries want to 
partner with the United States.” 
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30. London 2012: Olympic Jitters Get Best Of Sailor 
(USA TODAY 30 JUL 12) ... Mick McCabe 

LONDON — Petty Officer 1st Class Sandra Uptagrafft 
completed her practice round in the 10-meter air pistol 
competition in impressive fashion Sunday morning and was 
confident heading into the biggest competition of her life. 

And then it dawned on her. She wasn’t in Kansas 
anymore. 

“I think the whole Olympic experience kind of hit me,” 
she said. “It was like, ‘I’m at the Olympics!’” 

You could empathize with her jumpiness, which is never 
good when you are holding a gun in your hand. After four 
failed attempts to make the Olympic team she was finally on 
the biggest stage in the world. 

She may have been at the Royal Artillery Barracks with a 
few hundred fans in the stands, but to Uptagrafft it seemed as 
if she were standing in the middle of the packed Olympic 
Stadium with all eyes focused solely on her. 

“There was so much going on in my head that it was just 
too noisy up there,” she said, laughing. “At this level, just 
about everybody has the same skill level, it’s your mental 
toughness capability and how you’re able to handle the 
stresses. That’s what separates the top shooters.” 

Uptagrafft is one of the top shooters in the world. In fact 
following the competition she is the 28th best 10-meter air 
pistol shooter in the universe. 

“If you think about it that way, yes, it’s good,” she said. 
“But it’s still disappointing.” 

The biggest disappointment for Uptagrafft was the way 
she began the competition. After recording seven 10s and 
three 9s on her practice string of 97, she registered a 94 and 
then slipped to 91 on her second string. 

“My starters were really tight so I thought I was sighted in 
and ready to go and press the match button and I think that’s 
when it hit me,” she said of her Olympic moment. “It was just 

the fact that I was not able to execute my shot plan that was 
the most disappointing part of it.” 

After six shots of her second string, Uptagrafft stepped 
away from the line and walked back to where coach Sergey 
Luzov was seated. 

Luzon, who refused to speak with the press after the 
competition, seemed to settle her down a bit and she recorded 
strings of 96 and 97 for a score of 378. 

“I was a little disappointed with the outcome, Uptagrafft 
said. “It was a little rough at first, but I was able to settle in 
and refocus on my performance and my last two strings were a 
lot better.” 

The surprising aspect was that Uptagrafft, now in the 
Navy reserves, was nervous at all. 

After all, the informational systems technologist with the 
Navy was once deployed to Afghanistan. How can anyone 
who was deployed to Afghanistan be nervous about anything? 

“That’s a whole different kind of nervousness,” she said, 
laughing. 

Another disappointing aspect for Uptagrafft was that her 
husband, Sgt. 1st Class Eric Uptagrafft, an active-duty soldier 
with the Army marksmanship unit, was not at the competition. 
He was at the training camp in Copenhagen, preparing for his 
Aug. 3 competition in the 50-meter prone rifle event. 

The two met when both failed to qualify for the 2000 
Olympics and were sent to compete in the Conseil 
International du Sport Militaire Games in Turkey. 

They will celebrate their 12th wedding anniversary Aug. 
5, four days after she competes in the women’s 25-meter 
pistol. 

“I definitely have learned a few things here,” she said. 
“So I hope it will help me for the next event. And it kind of 
got the jitters out.” 
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OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
31. Playing Chicken With Defense 
(WASHINGTON POST 31 JUL 12) ... Howard P. “Buck” McKeon 

Only a handful of legislative days remain to resolve the 
devastating cuts to our military, known as sequestration, 
before the campaign trail becomes the sole focus of political 
activity. 

The false notion persists that the deadline is Jan. 2, when 
the Office of Management and Budget is charged with making 
arbitrary, across-the-board cuts to every part of the military. 
But federal law requires that companies give their employees 
at least 60 days’ warning when it is “reasonably foreseeable” 
that cuts could lead to layoffs. The required notification for 
cuts to the federal workforce is as much as 105 days, and 
similar standards apply to troops who will be involuntarily 
separated. That means, barring any guidance from the White 
House or the resolution of sequestration, hundreds of 
thousands of Americans, including those fighting our wars, 
should find pink slips in their mailboxes only a few weeks 
before Election Day. 

The consequences of all this have been well reported. 
Sequestration was meant to be the “poison pill” that would 
guarantee that all parties came to the negotiating table. 
Obviously, it didn’t work. I am among those who voted for the 
Budget Control Act and, given its unintended consequences, I 
am obligated to resolve the crisis it has created. 

Even though President Obama signed the Budget Control 
Act into law and insisted on the sequester so another debt-
limit increase didn’t materialize before the election, it doesn’t 
appear that he shares the same commitment to resolution. The 
only conceivable reason for him to perpetuate this uncertainty 
is to secure a domestic agenda that has repeatedly been 
rejected by the American people. 

He should end the uncertainty, speak truthfully about the 
consequences and bring Senate Democrats to the table with a 
solution. Fundamentally, his choice is to treat our troops as 
heroes or use them as leverage. 

This week, when the president’s budget director, Jeffrey 
Zients, testifies before the House Armed Services Committee, 
Republicans will continue to press the president to pursue this 
approach. This is a chance for Zients to dispel uncertainty and 
explain how Obama intends to implement these arbitrary cuts. 

I fear, however, that he will present no new information 
and will use the hearing to continue the president’s 
brinkmanship approach, insisting on the wholesale adoption of 
the Obama budget plan and dismissing all other options. In a 
recent op-ed, Zients explained this “balanced” approach to 
finding the $1.2 trillion in savings necessary to resolve 

sequestration; he claimed that his plan would reduce the 
deficit by more than $4 trillion by proposing $2.50 in spending 
cuts for every $1 in new revenue. The rationale for this 
approach is that after 10 years of war, we need to continue 
making new investments in domestic programs before we can 
reset our forces. 

But the numbers don’t hold up. Zients arrives at his 
$2.50-to-$1 ratio by a series of budget gimmicks, claiming 
spending reductions that are actually tax increases and double-
counting spending reductions that are already in law. Most 
concerning, Zients claims $848 billion in “savings” by 
counting funds that were never requested in the first place. 

House Republicans, acting responsibly, have passed a 
plan that replaces the first year of cuts to military and 
domestic spending through reforms to entitlement programs. If 
Democrats still find that unacceptable, I hope they can at least 
use it as the basis for a compromise. 

That path involves using spending cuts and reforms that 
can attract bipartisan support in place of the impending cuts to 
our military. To date, the president has been unwilling to 
embrace this approach; such a plan would make the bipartisan 
savings unavailable to reduce the price tag of his ambitious 
slate of post-election spending. 

There is no reason that such a compromise can’t be 
reached in September or October. It might make larger 
agreements on taxes and domestic spending more difficult, but 
it would prioritize our obligation to national security and the 
men and women who provide it. 

In the meantime, the president and Senate Democrats’ 
inaction is doing damage. I fear the assessment one of our 
senior military leaders expressed privately is spot-on: 
America’s inability to govern ourselves past sequestration 
plays directly into the hands of those who spread a narrative of 
American decline and, ultimately, would thrust us into a more 
dangerous world. 

If the United States faced an external enemy who 
threatened to do this kind of damage to our national security, 
the president would have the primary obligation to resolve it. 
To avert these cuts is to intimidate our enemies, reassure our 
allies and keep faith with those who have sacrificed so much 
for so long. The commander in chief must act. 

Howard P. ‘Buck’ McKeon, a Republican who represents 
California’s 25th District, is chairman of the House Armed 
Services Committee. 
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32. A War Footing In The South China Sea? 
If Beijing thought that its new garrison would lead other nations to roll over, it has miscalculated. 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 31 JUL 12) ... Michael Auslin 

By unilaterally creating a city government and installing a 
military garrison on a disputed island in the South China Sea, 
Beijing has further inflamed tensions and made a negotiated 
settlement of the Asia-Pacific's territorial disputes less likely. 
The decision to emphasize military measures in this ongoing 
diplomatic quarrel should worry those who argued that the 

growth of China's military power in recent decades was non-
threatening and the natural action of a rising power. 

The credibility of the Obama administration's "pivot" to 
China is also being tested, and Washington must decide how 
to respond to Beijing's growing assertiveness. To simply leave 
far weaker neighboring states to face China alone risks 
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surrendering U.S. influence in Asia and making conflict more 
likely. 

Beijing's action puts the Paracel Islands, Spratly Islands 
and Macclesfield Bank under the control of a new city called 
Sansha, along with a mayor and 45 deputies sitting in a 
People's Congress. While there are approximately 1,100 
Chinese citizens living on these islands, they are also claimed 
by Vietnam, the Philippines, Malaysia, Brunei and Taiwan. 
China has refused to have these competing claims addressed in 
a multilateral setting, such as through the Association of 
Southeast Asian Nations. After their most recent meeting, 
ASEAN ministers failed to issue a joint communiqué on South 
China Sea issues for the first time in nearly half a century. 
This was the result of Cambodia's sensitivity to Beijing's 
demand that any territorial disputes be solved on a solely 
bilateral basis. 

All claimants in the South China Sea have minor military 
outposts on many of their islands, but Beijing's action presents 
a further challenge to those looking for a diplomatic solution. 
Woody Island, the site of the new garrison, is claimed by 
Vietnam, and tensions between Beijing and Hanoi have 
reached new heights in recent months over Vietnamese moves 
to explore the oil-rich seabed off its coast. 

While the Philippines and Vietnam occupy more islands 
in the Spratlys, it is nonetheless significant when China makes 
a public announcement that it will have a permanent forward-
deployed military force within striking distance of such 
contested waters. From the perspective even of smaller nations 
that have a few soldiers on coral reefs, Beijing is the only 
nation in Asia that could turn the clock back to old rules of 
international behavior: where might makes right, and 
international law is irrelevant to those bold enough to 
challenge fortune and ignore the concerns of the world 
community. 

If Beijing thought that its new garrison would lead other 
nations to roll over, it has miscalculated, at least for the 
moment. President Benigno Aquino of the Philippines said he 
will purchase new attack helicopters and surface ships to 
defend its claims. Vietnam has sought new partners, including 

the United States, with which it held its first naval exercises 
earlier this year. The danger is that such attempts to maintain a 
credible defensive posture will lead to a heightened risk of 
conflict. 

Much of this ardor may cool in coming decades as Hanoi 
and Manila look at China's long-term staying power and 
realize they are no match for it militarily. It is not impossible 
to imagine that public opinion would tire of the constant 
tension and demand the recall of the tiny forces on territory far 
away. That would leave China a freer hand to press other 
claims, on resource exploration and exploitation, for example, 
and perhaps even on freedom of navigation in waters claimed 
as historically Chinese. 

Perhaps Beijing will not exploit its position that much. 
Yet the hardening of positions in the South China Sea is a 
problem for Washington, given its much-vaunted 
"rebalancing" to Asia. The State Department has so far shown 
no inclination even to change its rhetoric in the face of China's 
actions, simply reiterating that a mutually cooperative 
diplomacy must solve what has now become even more of a 
machtpolitik challenge. Continuing such a stance, while China 
increases its troops in the South China Sea, will erode 
American credibility in Asia. 

As a first step, Washington should threaten to cut off 
military-to-military dialogue until it gets answers on how large 
the garrison will be. If China increases the size of its garrison 
and further intimidates its neighbors, the U.S. should consider 
postponing future annual Security and Economic Dialogues, 
which so far have produced little except press releases. 
Washington also should come up with a concrete plan to 
provide enhanced intelligence and military aid to nations 
threatened by China's military presence. 

At best, these moves might force Beijing to realize that a 
truly negotiated settlement is the only way forward. At a 
minimum, they would show that America recognizes how 
China is attempting to unilaterally shape the future of the 
world's most important waterway. 

Mr. Auslin is a scholar at the American Enterprise 
Institute. 
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33. High Stakes In The South China Sea 
(THE DIPLOMAT 30 JUL 12) ... Stephanie Kleine-Ahlbrandt 

Coverage of the South China Sea territorial dispute has 
tended to paint the story as that of a giant China flexing its 
muscle over a handful of smaller Southeast Asian states. But 
while China’s increasingly assertive behavior shows its 
willingness to exploit the weaknesses of other claimants, the 
picture is not as simple as is it is often portrayed. 

Vietnam and the Philippines are pushing back against 
China, and many countries are stoking tensions in the sea. 
Together, their actions leave plenty of room for open conflict 
to break out. 

Vietnam and the Philippines are no strangers to 
confronting China over the South China Sea. Vietnam and 
China fought two wars in the 1970s and 1980s over the 
Paracels, while China occupied a Philippine-claimed reef in 
the mid-1990s in the Spratlys. Tensions have run high again in 
recent years, driven by resource and strategic interests. 

Beijing is more determined than ever to ensure that its 
Southeast Asia rivals do not come between it and its territorial 

claims. In the face of Beijing’s growing confidence, Hanoi and 
Manila are actively enlisting the aid of ASEAN and the United 
States. 

Vietnam had some early success. Hanoi deftly 
outmaneuvered China, much to Beijing’s embarrassment, by 
championing the sovereignty issue on ASEAN’s agenda 
during its chairmanship of the organization in 2010. Its efforts 
culminated in U.S. Secretary of State Hillary Clinton’s 
landmark speech that declared that the South China Sea was a 
U.S. “national interest.” The phrase was a rude awakening for 
China and, according to a Vietnamese diplomat, was a major 
reason that Beijing started taking Hanoi more seriously. 

However, Hanoi and Manila’s efforts are now failing to 
convince China to tread more lightly. Beijing has simply 
upped the ante in response. The Philippines has also 
responded to China’s claims by leaning on its military alliance 
with Washington, even going so far as to advocate interpreting 
the 1951 Mutual Defense Treaty in a way that includes the 
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South China Sea—a position the United States has yet to 
endorse. 

Nor do bold steps always produce a persuasive show of 
force. Manila’s deployment of a warship to intercept Chinese 
vessels poaching in the disputed Scarborough Shoal in April 
began a standoff that was only broken by a typhoon. Hanoi’s 
passage of a maritime law in June, requiring foreign naval 
ships entering the disputed areas to notify Vietnamese 
authorities, was countered by Beijing’s creation of a centrally 
administered outpost in the South China Sea, Sansha City, 
complete with its own military garrison. 

In this game of tit-for-tat, Vietnam and the Philippines are 
clearly vulnerable. ASEAN has been too divided as of late to 
be of much help. The diverging interests of individual ASEAN 
states have stalled negotiations over a code of conduct 
agreement with China. The end result was a diplomatic 
deadlock at this month’s foreign ministers’ meeting in Phnom 

Penh, the first time in the organization’s 45-year history that 
ASEAN members failed to issue a joint statement. 

With no mechanisms to manage tensions and the 
prospects of a resolution diminishing, directly pushing back 
against Beijing seems to be an ever escalating gamble for 
Hanoi and Manila. But domestic demand in Vietnam and the 
Philippines for hydrocarbon and fish stock is eroding the 
longstanding restraints on conflict. Furthermore, rising 
nationalism and a reluctance to appear weak before their 
respective domestic audiences are nudging them towards 
greater confrontation with China as the latter enlarges its 
maritime footprint. High stakes coupled with an increase of 
tensions means that a misstep by either China or Southeast 
Asian claimants can all too easily escalate the dispute to 
irreversible levels. 

Stephanie Kleine-Ahlbrandt is the Beijing-based China 
and Northeast Asia project director for the International 
Crisis Group. 
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34. Is Israel Fixing The Intel? 
Netanyahu’s rhetoric has echoes of Bush administration’s justification for the Iraq war 
(BALTIMORE SUN 31 JUL 12) ... Ray McGovern 

Republican presidential candidate Mitt Romney's strong 
pro-Israel statements over the weekend, including his 
endorsement of Jerusalem as Israel's capital (a reversal of 
long-standing U.S. policy), increases the pressure on President 
Barack Obama to prove that he is an equally strong backer of 
Israel. 

The key question is whether Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu and Defense Minister Ehud Barak will 
interpret the presidential campaign rhetoric as an open 
invitation to provoke hostilities with Iran, in the expectation 
that President Obama will feel forced to jump in with both feet 
in support of our "ally" Israel. (Since there is no mutual 
defense treaty between the U.S. and Israel, "ally" actually is a 
misnomer — at least in a juridical sense.) 

As we saw 10 years ago with respect to Iraq, if one 
intends to whip up support for war, one needs to find a casus 
belli — however thin a pretext it might be. How about 
juxtaposing "weapons of mass destruction" with terrorism. 
That worked to prepare for war on Iraq, and similar rhetorical 
groundwork for an attack on Iran is now being laid in Israel. 

Mr. Netanyahu broke all records for speed in blaming Iran 
and Hezbollah for the recent terrorist attack that killed five 
Israelis in Burgas, Bulgaria, and in vowing that "Israel will 
react powerfully against Iranian terror." 

But what is the evidence on Iranian or Hezbollah 
involvement? Bulgarian officials keep saying they have no 
such evidence. More surprising still, government officials in 
Washington and elsewhere keep warning against jumping to 
conclusions.So far the "evidence" against Iran consists 
primarily of trust-me assertions by Mr. Netanyahu. On Fox 
News Sunday on July 22, Mr. Netanyahu claimed Israel has 
"rock-solid evidence" tying Iran to the attack in Bulgaria. The 
same day on CBS's Face the Nation, Mr. Netanyahu said, "We 
have unquestionable, fully substantiated intelligence that this 
[terrorist attack] was done by Hezbollah backed by Iran," 
adding that Israel gives "specific details to … responsible 
governments and agencies." 

Did the Israelis somehow forget to give "specific details" 
to Bulgarian and U.S. officials? 

At a joint news conference with White House counter-
terrorism adviser John Brennan in Sofia early last week, 
Bulgarian Prime Minister Boyko Borisov admitted that he was 
aware of no information concerning the terrorist or those who 
dispatched him. 

Mr. Brennan's July 25 talks with top Israeli officials, it 
appears, were similarly unproductive. According to the Israeli 
newspaper Haaretz on July 26: "A week after the Burgas 
attacks, Israeli, Bulgarian, and U.S. [officials] still have no 
leads regarding the identity of the suicide bomber." 

These events took place against an historical backdrop 
pregnant with relevance. July 23 was the 10th anniversary of a 
meeting at 10 Downing Street, at which the head British 
intelligence casually revealed the fraudulent origins of the 
coming attack on Iraq. 

The official minutes of that meeting were leaked to 
London's Sunday Times, which ran them on its front page 
May 1, 2005. No one has disputed their authenticity. 

This is how the minutes record the core of the briefing by 
Sir Richard Dearlove, the British intelligence chief, who had 
just conferred with his U.S. counterpart, George Tenet, at CIA 
headquarters on July 20, 2002, on what was in store for Iraq: 

"… Military action was now seen as inevitable. Bush 
wanted to remove Saddam, through military action, justified 
by the conjunction of terrorism and WMD [weapons of mass 
destruction]. But the intelligence and facts were being fixed 
around the policy. …" 

The "fixing" of intelligence is bad enough. But note Mr. 
Dearlove's explanation that war with Iraq was to be "justified 
by the conjunction of terrorism and WMD." Translation: We 
will claim Saddam has weapons of mass destruction and that 
he might well give them to terrorists — unless he is stopped 
forthwith. 

Mr. Netanyahu is now taking the same line on Iran. On 
Face the Nation on July 22, he pointedly asked: 
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"Just imagine what the consequences would be if these 
people [terrorists] and this regime [Iran] got a hold of nuclear 
weapons. … [We need to] make sure that the world's most 
dangerous regime doesn't get the world's most dangerous 
weapons." 

Never mind the elusive evidence on the perpetrators of 
the attack in Bulgaria. Never mind that Defense Secretary 
Leon Panetta posed the direct question to himself on Face the 
Nation on January 8 and then answered it: "Are they [the 
Iranians] trying to develop a nuclear weapon? No." Never 

mind that 10 days later Israeli Defense Minister Ehud Barack 
said essentially the same thing during an interview on Israeli 
Army Radio. 

The likelihood of hostilities with Iran before the 
presidential election in November is increasing. Beware of 
"fixed" intelligence. 

Ray McGovern is a retired 27-year veteran of CIA's 
analysis division whose responsibilities included preparing 
and delivering the president's daily brief. 
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35. Canadian Sailors Shine In Huge Pacific Military Exercise 
(TORONTO STAR 28 JUL 12) ... Robin Sears 

To the young first-time sailor at sea there is no threat 
more chilling than a cruise missile racing toward her ship, 
centimetres above a roiling dark ocean, and closing the gap by 
two football fields a second. 

On the bridge — in the green-glow gloom, the piercing 
klaxons, the roar of the massive naval cannons, the cacophony 
of bellowed orders, and the constant ping of multiple tracking 
systems marking the enemy’s relentless progress — the 
tension is high. But this specially fitted Tomahawk missile 
will miss as this is an exercise. 

It would surprise most Canadians to learn that their sailors 
were this summer important players in naval engagements 
such as this, the largest since the Falklands War. They were 
exercises but as close to real combat as experienced warriors 
and modern technology can simulate. 

As one of a few Canadians invited to observe the opening 
rounds, I am awed at the scale of the exercise and at the quiet 
professional determination of every one of the Canadian 
sailors I meet. Unnoticed by the world’s media, more than 
25,000 men and women, on 46 of the most powerful naval 
fighting vessels drawn from 22 navies, hammered each other 
day and night off the coasts of Hawaii. 

Our navy is widely respected among its peers and Canada 
played an important role. Our sailors are recognized as leaders 
in electronic navigation and tracking, in hostile ship boarding 
and a variety of other naval skills. Like Canadians in many 
international roles they consistently punch above their weight. 
A Canadian naval commander was chosen to lead one of the 
key task force battle groups in RIMPAC XXIII. 

Despite “40-year-old ships and 50-year-old helicopters,” 
as one seasoned Sea King pilot said with a proud grin, “we do 
pretty well. I land the largest and heaviest helo, on the smallest 
floating landing pad of any navy in the world. The Brits and 
the Americans are stunned when they fly with us. Sure I wish 
we had new equipment, but I’m proud of the job we do with 
these.” 

First-timers, perched nervously at the cargo door, watch 
these ancient shaking machines being gently eased — 
sideways! — onto a pitching frigate deck. The length of two 
hockey sticks separate the rotor tip, the hangar wall and 
disaster. We are exultant, speechless and green stumbling onto 
the deck. 

Never have so many recent enemies and ancient allies 
conducted naval engagements on this scale. Imagine the 

potential for chaos as, for example, a Russian and a Korean 
take radioed orders in English from a distant Canadian 
commander as that Tomahawk missile raced toward them. 

When you next hear sneers about our perennial defence 
procurement fiascoes and wince at the latest stuttering defence 
minister under attack, spare a thought for these sailors: the 
3,000-flying-hour veteran pilot and the job she does in these 
machines — in Haiti, off Somalia, in Libya and in Bosnia. Or 
the young navigation officer whose ship may not be new, but 
whose navigation skill on bleeding-edge electronic tracking 
and jamming gear is so admired that he offers lessons to his 
American peers. 

The Royal Canadian Navy is more modest about its 
achievements than others. But it is Canadian sailors who were 
the first responders to the Haiti disaster. They were the 
essential backup in the support for the Libyan revolution. 
They save disaster victims, seize drugs and people smugglers 
year round. 

“So what! Those millions would be better spent on 
schools!” you say. Maybe. But for all of us for whom Pearl 
Harbor is merely a bad movie, it’s useful to recall how the 
Pacific war was launched. One nation badly underestimated 
the capability of another. One group of military and political 
leaders seriously misread consequences. It is surely worth 
discouraging another dissatisfied rising Pacific nation from 
repeating that mistake. 

These displays of multinational co-operation and naval 
firepower have two objectives: to hone skills within and 
between navies and to ensure that no one outside this naval 
partnership has any illusions about its capability. That 
essential deterrence role is a difficult pill for progressives to 
swallow. 

It is expensive. It requires regular aggressive muscle 
flexing. Just as it did when hundreds of Roman triremes 
patrolled the first mare Pacifica two millennia ago. We have 
found no better alternative to maintaining peace since. 

The next time you read that ships or choppers are arriving 
late and overbudget — again — think of the thousands of 
young Canadians who have created a first-class navy with the 
equipment they do have. And if you know a young graduate 
frustrated at the prospect of a McJob at the mall, consider 
introducing them to these uncommon young Canadians at sea. 

Robin Sears is a communications consultant and formerly 
a national director of the NDP 
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BBLLOOGGSS::  
36. EXCERPTS FROM BLOGS AROUND THE WORLD 
(PUBLISHED 27 – 30 JUL 12) 

 
Sea Ghost Enters the Fray by LT Scott Cheney-Peters 

from the Center for International Maritime Security, July 
30 

LT Scott Cheney-Peters is a surface warfare officer in the 
U.S. Navy Reserve and the former editor of Surface Warfare 
magazine. He is the founding director of the Center for 
International Maritime Security and holds a master’s degree 
in National Security and Strategic Studies from the U.S. Naval 
War College. 

On Friday Lockheed Martin announced its entrant, the 
Sea Ghost, in the hunt for the Unmanned Carrier-Launched 
Airborne Surveillance and Strike (UCLASS) contract. On 
Sunday, Northrop Grumman’s X-47B, winner of the contract 
to demonstrate the feasibility of a carrier-based drone 
“launched from Pax River and flew for a planned 35 minutes. 
The aircraft reached an altitude of 7,500 feet and an air speed 
of 180 knots during its flight over the Chesapeake Bay before 
successfully landing back at Pax River.” The X-47B is testing 
operations in a land-based simulated carrier environment. 
Next year it will start carrier-based testing, followed by a 
demonstration of autonomous aerial refueling in 2014. The 
Navy expects whatever frame wins the UCLASS prize to enter 
the fleet in 2018. I’d like to take the moment to share a few 
unsolicited thoughts on the battle for the U.S. Navy’s carrier 
drone contract. With LM’s revelation, the field of contenders 
has most likely solidified into four, backed by well-known 
names: 

 Lockheed Martin’s Sea Ghost 

 Boeing’s X-45C Phantom Ray (or some follow-on 
design) 

 General Atomics’ Sea Avenger 

 Northrop Grumman’s X-47B Pegasus 

Wired’s Danger Room has a good review of the 
contestants, and one similarity is worth noting. All but the Sea 
Avenger are of the “flying wing” variety, similar to the 
USAF’s B-2. This design confers some advantageous stealth 
properties through a reduced radar cross section, but comes at 
some cost of stability and handling. Instead, the Sea Avenger 
is essentially a souped-up version of General Atomic’s famous 
Predator drone. 

While Navy has yet to release the contract’s request for 
proposal (RFP), detailing the requirements and criteria by 
which the contenders will be judged, the NAVAIR website 
states the Navy is looking for an, “aircraft system providing 
persistent Intelligence, Surveillance, and Reconnaissance 
(ISR) and strike capabilities.” This closely matches the 
capabilities highlighted by the aforementioned companies’ 
websites. 

With this, and with the shrinking range of carrier-based 
strike aircraft in general, in mind, the most attractive attributes 
will be stealth, range, mid-flight refueling (to further extend 
range), ISR capabilities, and the ability to carry stand-off 
weapons. By eliminating the weight and crew limitations of a 
strike aircraft, a UAV can greatly increase its range. But this 
does not eliminate the costs of crews, it merely shifts the 

crews’ location, tentatively increasing their safety and 
reducing some training and replacement costs. In fact, with 
extended ranges and increased ISR collection, each airframe 
may require more pilots and analysts than traditional manned 
craft. 

The current state of UAV technology will allow the 
military to demand many automated functions in the UCLASS 
including carrier landings, following flight plans, and 
executing pre-approved weapon strikes. Unlike drones like the 
predator, the UCLASS is expected to be able to follow flight 
plans, essentially executing its mission devoid of human input 
unless an emergency or unexpected situation arises, in a way 
similar to how tomahawks or other missiles execute their 
strike packages. Technology has its limitations however. 
UAVs are not yet designed to perform intercept missions, or 
air-to-air combat. They can conceivably be programmed to use 
counter-measures such as executing limited defensive 
maneuvering or deploying chaff in the event of a certain input, 
such as detecting an inbound enemy missile. Yet because the 
UCLASS won’t be shooting its way through high-threat 
environments, it will have to rely on either escorts (limited by 
their range), the distance of its stand-off weapons, or stealth. 

As pointed out at Information Dissemination by Rep. 
Randy Forbes, stealth can be quite expensive, and may have 
diminishing returns. The CNO also singled out the pursuit of 
stealth perfection as the potentially errant end of the cost-
curve in an article in the U.S. Naval Institute’s Proceedings, 
“Payloads over Platforms,” widely (mis)perceived to be a 
critique of the F-35. In the context of the carrier battle, the 
single most important determinant beyond technological 
maturity may rightly be cost. To steal a common refrain from 
the debate over shipbuilding, quantity matters. Determining 
whether the ability to carry out deep penetration strikes far 
into an enemy’s territory will be better served by larger 
numbers of less-stealthy drones or a smaller number of super-
stealthy drones will be an interesting exercise in analysis. That 
is until the drones are cleared for air-to-air combat, which 
could either be accomplished by human pilots taking 
temporary direct control, or eventually by programming the 
UAVs to fight themselves. Some final factors that will drive 
navies towards endowing their carrier drones more complete 
autonomy (see the writings of Adam Elkus for more on the 
ethical discussions surrounding such a move) are the 
vulnerabilities that satellite-based comms links with the UAVs 
will introduce, and the difficulty of maintaining and securing 
those links. 

While the players for the first big U.S. Navy UAV 
contract may be familiar, there is room for innovative new 
companies to capitalize on emerging technologies like 3D 
printing to cheaply create UAVs tailor-made to the 
requirements of the Navy. Without the risk of human 
casualties, being willing to accept the loss of a few less-costly 
drones for an overall increased strike capacity is a trade-off 
worth exploring. 
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CSIS Pacific Report Doesn’t Put All Futenma Ideas 
On the Table by Kyle Mizokami from Japan Security 
Watch (New Pacific Institute), July 30 

The Center for Strategic and International Studies has a 
new report out on the so-called American pivot to the Pacific, 
and aligning U.S. forces to support the pivot. It’s an 
interesting read, and spells out several strategic options for 
U.S. Pacific Command (PACOM), including options that 
increase or decrease air, land, and sea power. (PDF here.) 

With regards to the MCAS Futenma dilemma, the report 
lists three different proposed courses of action. 

 Kadena Integration: Marine functions at Futenma 
would be integrated into U.S. Air Force operations at 
Kadena Air Base; 

 Offshore Islands: Marine functions at Futenma 
would be relocated to an island with runway capacity 
in the general vicinity of the main island of Okinawa; 
examples include Iejima, Shimojijima, and Ishigaki; 

 Naha Second Runway: Marine functions at Futenma 
would be relocated to Naha Airport, currently shared 
by commercial aircraft and the Japan Air Self 
Defense Forces (JASDF), where the Okinawa 
Prefectural Government plans to build a second 
runway in the next five years with central 
government support; or 

 Remain at Futenma: The U.S. and Japanese 
governments would abandon the plan to construct the 
FRF and the Marines would continue operating out of 
Futenma. 

An uninspired, unappetizing list of choices that range 
from the status quo to irritating the U.S. Air Force, to virtually 
militarizing and taking over small, already populated islands 
in the Ryukyu islands chain. (Seriously, CSIS — you want to 
drop 4,000 U.S. Marines on already inhabited 2 x 4, 4 x 5, and 
6 x 6 square mile islands hundreds of miles at sea from 
Okinawa?) 

Well, here’s a fourth proposed course of action, courtesy 
Japan Security Watch. 

 Preposition of Forces, Futenma: The United States 
and Japan buy enough fixed wing aircraft and 
helicopters to duplicate the Marine Corps air 
complement at Futenma. Redeploy the Futenma 
Marines back to the continental United States, where 
they will continue to train and operate. Leave a 
duplicate set of aircraft, maintenance equipment, and 
munitions at Futenma, where they would be 
maintained by a skeleton crew. In emergencies, 
personnel would fly back to Futenma, fall in on the 
prepositioned aircraft, and be mission-ready. 

Is this feasible? Sure it is. At present roughly four 
thousand Marines are stationed at Futenma. The U.S. could 
easily transport 2,000 men a day from the U.S. to Okinawa. 
Everyone could be in place in two days. 

The Marines have had similar arrangements and they’ve 
worked very well. Prepositioned sets of equipment have been 
maintained in Norway, Saipan and Guam, and the Indian 
Ocean. 

Each side gets about 90% of what it wants. The United 
States gets to keep Futenma and not engage in a costly and 

time-consuming replacement effort. The Marine Corps gets 
unrestricted flight operations in the continental U.S. Marine 
personnel don’t have to relocate their families abroad. Local 
U.S. businesses near the base get an economic boost. 

The Japanese government gets things, too. With flights in 
and around Futenma reduced by something like 95%, the 
Japanese government is off the hook with angry locals. The 
locals are happier, because they’ll see a 95% reduction in 
aircraft noise and a correspondingly lower probability of air 
accidents. And if the Americans are needed, they’re only two 
days away. 

Not everyone gets everything. The Americans don’t get a 
full-time presence in Okinawa — but with only a two day 
delay that’s not even symbolically a big deal. Billets will have 
to be found for 4,000 troops and aircraft, but there are a 
number of air bases in Southern California that could be used, 
starting with Camp Pendleton. Native Okinawans still have 
that 5% of flight operations to be irritated/worried about. But 
that’s why they call it a compromise. 

This proposal solves almost everything. Why isn’t this 
being considered? 

 
China’s Navy in the Mediterranean? by J. Michael 

Cole from Flashpoints (The Diplomat), July 30 
For the first time since China’s re-emergence as a power 

to be reckonedwith, Western powers are being confronted with 
scenarios involving the risk of clashes with Chinese military 
forces outside the Asian giant’s backyard. 

Key to China’s expansion is a shift in recent years from 
Mao Zedong’s Army-centric military to one where other 
branches of the armed service — the People’s Liberation 
Army Air Force (PLAAF), the People’s Liberation Army 
Navy (PLAN) and the Second Artillery Corps — are given 
greater freedom of action. 

One branch in particular, the PLAN, has developed 
alongside Beijing’s ambitions as a global power, allowing it 
not only to show the flag, such as in multilateral anti-piracy 
missions off the Gulf of Aden, but also to back up its evolving 
strategic imperatives. 

This became especially clear during the weekend when 
reportedly a PLAN escort fleet, which included the Type 052 
“Qingdao” (hull 113) destroyer, Type 054A “Yantai” (hull 
538) missile frigate, and the “Weishanhu” (hull 887) auxiliary 
oil replenishment ship, crossed the Suez Canal, with Cairo’s 
permission, on their way to the Mediterranean Sea (only 
Egyptian media reported on the destroyer). Although Egyptian 
media initially said on Sunday that the vessels could hold 
military exercises in the Mediterranean,Egyptian as well as 
other Middle Eastern media outlets reported on Monday that 
the ships had continued on through the Dardanelles on their 
way to Ukraine. 

Such 'showing of the flag' at this time is a precedent with 
serious implications for international security, as Beijing, an 
ally of Syria, has joined Russia in vetoing three United 
Nations Security Council (UNSC) resolutions that aimed to 
increase pressure on the Bashar al-Assad regime to end his 
bloody crackdown on civilians there. 

Middle East media reports circulated in June said that 
PLAN vessels were planning to take part in naval exercises off 
the coast of Syria alongside the Syrian, Russian, and Iranian 
navies (Russia and Syria later denied joint exercises were 
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being planned). Moscow, like Beijing, opposes foreign 
meddling in Syria, and in the middle of July dispatched a 
flotilla of 11 warships to the Mediterranean, with more 
following later that month. Russia maintains that its warships 
are not engaging in Syria tasks, and says the vessels are 
preparing for the Kaskad-2012 drills scheduled for this 
September. For its part, Tehran, another Beijing ally, is 
apprehensive about the possibility of regime change in Syria, 
in part because Syria under al-Assad has served as a key 
conduit for Iran’s support to Hezbollah in Lebanon. 

Although it looks like joint exercises will not take place 
this time around, in all likelihood some will eventually be held 
as the presence of Chinese ships becomes more common. And 
one thing is certain: the transit of PLAN and Russian vessels 
in the area is not coincidental — it is clearly meant as a 
deterrent against intervention by Western powers in the Syrian 
crisis. 

For evident reasons, activity by Chinese warships in the 
region comports risks, especially at a time of high tensions 
involving between China and its neighbors in the South China 
Sea. The more friction points there are, the more likely it is 
that, at some point, accidental or intentional clashes will 
occur. And given Beijing’s growing sense of victimhood, it is 
not impossible that an incident involving a PLAN ship in the 
Mediterranean could add institutional pressures for retaliation 
elsewhere. This would be especially likely if decision-makers 
in Beijing, who have a tendency to regard China as the 
“victim,” interpreted that incident as a plot against it, thus 
making it possible for Beijing to claim it is retaliating for 
purely defensive reasons. 

While claims that we are seeing the emergence of an 
“authoritarian axis” may be premature, we are nevertheless 
witnessing the rise of a new power — one with global 
seafaring reach — whose strategic considerations, or the 
values of their political leaders, are often times diametrically 
opposed to those of the West. If it concludes that its interests 
abroad are being threatened by Western ideals, such as the 
responsibility to protect civilians in failing or failed states, 
China may choose the military option to undermine Western 
efforts. This would be especially true if al-Assad’s possible 
ouster were seen as the opening shot in a new round of anti-
authoritarian “springs,” a development that has greatly 
unsettled Beijing and that appears to have resulted in its 
decision to impose stricter limits on freedoms at home. 

In the fog of war that would certainly enshroud a military 
intervention in, say, the Syrian civil war, the risks of accidents 
or miscommunication would be dangerously high, especially 
in light of institutional biases that tend to militate against 
restraint. For example, while not directly taking part in 
hostilities, PLAN or Russian ships could attempt to create a 
line at sea to prevent Western ships from approaching Syria to 
launch military operations against it, or to prevent an embargo. 
How any of the actors would react in such a scenario is an 
open question. All it potentially would take is one collision to 
spark a chain reaction, the echo of which might reverberate 
back in the Asia-Pacific. 

 
USS Forrestal Remembered – Lessons from Tragedy 

from Navy Live, July 30 
On the morning of July 29, tragedy struck aboard the 

aircraft carrier USS Forrestal. 

At around 1050 that morning, a rocket was launched. It 
exploded into a few fully armed planes, creating a massive 
fire. The fire was fueled by a ruptured 400-gallon fuel tank 
and exploding bombs. 

The day’s tragic events will forever be ingrained in our 
Navy’s history, but it’s because of them that we have many of 
the safety measures and training requirements that we do. For 
instance, all Sailors now watch USS Forrestal documentary in 
boot camp, so we may never forget the importance of damage 
control. 

Damage control training is required by all Sailors, and 
thus the use of necessary safety equipment. For instance, 
accident reports on USS Forrestal maintain that there were 
some among the would-be firefighters who could not enter 
smoke-filled compartments for the simple reason that they did 
not know how to use an Oxygen Breathing Apparatus (OBA), 
a critical piece of firefighting gear. 

Today our Sailors learn how to use the self-contained 
breathing apparatus (SCBA) as part of their standard training. 
Some Sailors, like damage controlmen receive additional, 
more advanced training on the systems as well. 

Information ascertained from this incident led to 
several damage control improvements: 

 Installation of aqueous film-forming foam (AFFF) to 
combat large hydro-carbon fuel fires 

 Use of 1.5-inch instead of 2.5-inch protein lines, 
which has resulted in a 75 percent reduction in 
response time and 200 percent increase in firefighting 
capability 

 Increased complement of survival support devices by 
300 percent and oxygen breathing apparatus by 20 
percent 

 Development of additional escape exits, especially 
from berthing, living and working spaces 

 Development of an egress marking system to 
facilitate personnel escape from shipboard 
compartments 

 Requirement to familiarize crew- members with 
egress procedures annually. 

The Navy will never forget those lost on USS Forrestal 
and their sacrifice has helped countless of their shipmates 
save their ships and their fellow Sailors. 

View Clip (RT: 2:04) 
 
Federal Voting Assistance Program: Be Counted by 

Monique K. Hilley from Navy Live, July 27 
“The process of electing our leadership is a fundamental 

building block upon which our constitution and our 
democracy are based; it is a right that our Sailors defend 
every day. As informed citizens and participants in the future 
of our country, every Sailor must consider it their 
responsibility to vote.” ~ Vice Adm. Bill French, 
Commander, Navy Installations Command and U.S. Navy 
Senior Service Voting Representative 

As our service members fight for democracy around the 
world on battlefields in nations where many have never had 
the right to decide their leaders, Americans across the nation 
are preparing for the 2012 federal election season. 
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Since 1986, through the Uniformed and Overseas Citizens 
Absentee Voting Act (UOCAVA), military members and their 
dependents can register and vote in Federal and State elections 
via absentee ballots in all states and territories where they 
maintain their legal residence. All military members should 
make it a priority to take note of that right and ensure their 
vote is counted by taking the proper steps to register and vote 
via absentee ballot. 

Voting Facts and Figures 

 Voting is a constitutional right that American citizens 
18 years and older can freely exercise. The FVAP 
and Navy Voting Assistance Program ensure 
members receive timely and accurate information on 
state and federal elections and the absentee voting 
process. 

 The 2012 election cycle will include the office of the 
President, 33 Senate seats, 435 Representative seats, 
and many state and local offices. 

 Every absentee ballot is counted, regardless of the 
election margin. Many elections are decided within 
the margin of absentee voters. 

 In 2000, Florida’s electoral votes for President were 
decided by 537 votes. 

 UOCAVA covers over 6 million potential voters 
worldwide. 

 About 70 percent of the 1.4 million active duty 
military members voted in 2000 compared with about 
51 percent of the general public. 

How to Register to Vote and Request an Absentee 
Ballot 

Voters can request an absentee ballot and register to vote 
by completing a single form—the Federal Post Card 
Application (FPCA, aka SF-76). The FPCA should be 
submitted in January of each year and every time a voter 
changes address or at least 90 days prior to the election. 

Boatswain's Mate 3rd Class Jason Smith reviews the 
voting registration guidelines for North Carolina as he 
registers to vote aboard USS Ronald Reagan (CVN 76). (U.S. 
Navy photo by Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class 
Torrey W. Lee/Released) 

The easiest way to complete the FPCA is by 
visitingwww.fvap.gov and using the navigation wizard that 
will automatically incorporate State-specific requirements. 
The wizard will create a completed form and postage paid and 
addressed envelope template that can be printed and mailed. 

The FPCA may also be completed by hand, using the 
Voting Assistance Guide. If a service member has not 
received his/her absentee ballot within 30 days of election, 
they should use the Federal Write-in Absentee Ballot, as a 
backup ballot. 

The Voting Action Officer is the service member’s best 
and nearest resource within the chain of command to assist in 
the absentee voting process. 

Navy Voting Assistance Program and its Voting 
Action Officers 

Voting Action Officers (VAOs) are critical to a successful 
Voting Assistance Program. Their job is to provide voting 
expertise within the command and to increase voting 
awareness. Specific responsibilities are outlined in the Navy 
Voting Assistance Program Instruction, OPNAVINST 
1742.1B. Commands are required to maintain current contact 
information in the Voting Information Management System, 
as outlined in NAVADMIN 335/11 (071339Z NOV11). 
VAOs can find all of the information needed to administer a 
successful Voting Assistance Program atwww.fvap.gov or by 
contacting the Navy Voting Action Officer at vote@navy.mil. 

 
Sailor Achieves Olympic Dream… with her Husband 

from Navy Live, July 30 
For many women and men, the Olympics are the pinnacle 

of success to aspire to in athletic competition. For one Sailor, 
that dream has come true … but not just for her. IT1 Sandra 
Uptagrafft is at the Olympics this year WITH her husband, 
Eric, who is also competing. This is their story… 

View Clip (RT: 1:20) 
Sandra is with the 3rd Naval Construction Regiment out 

of Dobbins Air Reserve Base, Marietta, Ga. She went with the 
unit to Afghanistan in 2010 and expressed that her fellow 
Sailors “have been super supportive of me and my shooting.” 

As you can imagine, Sandra is not new to the level of 
competition it took to get a spot on the Olympic team, which 
she made in trial held in June at Fort Benning, Ga. In fact, she 
was an Olympic hopeful for the 2008 team. But that is just the 
tip of the iceberg. 

Sandra has gold, silver and bronze medals from the U.S. 
National Championships, plus countless other competitions 
throughout her 20-year participation in the sport of shooting. 

Eric’s record is equally impressive, having been to the 
Olympics in 1996 and a plethora of other national and world 
championships throughout his career. 

Their connections run deeper than just shooting though. 
While Eric is now in the Army, he also spent time in the Navy 
Reserves. He even deployed to Kuwait in 2007. That didn’t 
stop him from competing though. While on break from 
deployment he was able to compete in the Munich World Cup, 
where he shot a 599/600 in men’s prone rifle. He was also the 
2001 Navy Male Athlete of the Year. 

With all of this background in competing, you may 
wonder what they think about being in this year’s Olympics 
together. 

View Clip (RT: 0:33) 
Team Uptagrafft… great way to be in the Olympics. They 

each have become top in their field and have worked for years 
to reach this level of success, so these words of wisdom are 
ones we can all appreciate. 

View Clip (RT: 0:30) 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Navy Names Ship After 2 Katahdin Region Towns 
(BANGOR (ME) DAILY NEWS 30 MAY 12) ... Nick Sambides Jr. 

One of the U.S. Navy’s latest generation of shallow-draft transport craft will be named the U.S. Naval Ship Millinocket in honor 
of Millinocket and East Millinocket, Secretary of the Navy Ray Mabus said Wednesday. 

 
2. Commemorating The Battle Of Midway 
(CHIEF OF NAVAL OPERATIONS BLOG 30 MAY 12) ... Adm. Jonathan Greenert 

As we mark the 70th anniversary of the Battle of Midway, we should never forget the significance of this conflict to our legacy. 
 

3. Projecting Power 
Aircraft carriers still provide forward presence, 70 years after Midway 
(SEAPOWER MAGAZINE JUNE 2012) ... John M. Doyle 

Seventy years ago this month, a combined Japanese fleet that included four aircraft carriers, one light carrier and 11 battleships 
prepared to destroy U.S. naval airpower in another surprise attack near a lonely Pacific outpost 1,500 miles from Pearl Harbor. 

 
4. Building Resilient 21st Century Sailors; There's An App For That 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 30 MAY 12) ... Navy Personnel Command Public Affairs 

SAN DIEGO -- Representatives from the Navy Personnel Research Studies and Technology (NPRST) laboratory briefed 
attendees of the Navy Combat and Operational Stress Control conference May 24 on the findings of focus groups looking at smart 
phone applications being tested by the Navy. 

 
5. Hunt Says LCS Freedom ‘Is Fit For Service’ 
(NAVY TIMES 30 MAY 12) ... Christopher P. Cavas 

Some design problems persist, some fixes remain to be made, but overall, the littoral combat ship Freedom is moving ahead to 
meet its deployment schedule for next spring, the commander of the Navy’s surface forces proclaimed. 

 

CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
6. USS Mississippi Executive Officer Plans Commissioning Ceremony 
(BILOXI (MS) SUN HERALD 30 MAY 12) ... Don Hammack 

ONBOARD THE USS MISSISSIPPI -- For the vast majority of the USS Mississippi's crew members, their wives and kids have 
not been able to see where hubby and daddy work. 

 
7. Clean Up Begins On The USS Miami 
(NEW LONDON DAY 30 MAY 12) ... Jennifer McDermott 

KITTERY, Maine - The first phase of the clean up on the USS Miami has begun. 
 

8. Navy Pilots Eject Safely During Training Exercise Crash Near NAS Kingsville 
(CORPUS CHRISTI CALLER-TIMES 30 MAY 12) ... Steven Alford 

KINGSVILLE — Two pilots ejected from a Navy training jet Wednesday on a remote ranch about 45 miles southwest of Naval 
Air Station Kingsville. 

 
9. Blue Ridge Departs Pattaya, Thailand 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 30 MAY 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Mel Orr 

LAEM CHAEBANG, Thailand -- Sailors from U.S. 7th Fleet flagship USS Blue Ridge (LCC 19), embarked 7th Fleet staff, and 
Marines from the Fleet Anti-Terrorism Security Team Pacific departed from Laem Chaebang, Thailand after a five-day port visit. 
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10. Makin Island Sailors, Marines Volunteer At Hong Kong Animal Shelter During Port Visit 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 30 MAY 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class David McKee, USS Makin Island Public Affairs 

HONG KONG -- A group of 24 Sailors and Marines from amphibious assault ship USS Makin Island (LHD 8) and embarked 
11th Marine Expeditionary Unit (MEU) spent a day at a local dog shelter as part of a community service project in Hong Kong, May 
27. 

 
11. Live RPG In Marine's Leg 
MEDEVAC Crew's Heroic Rescue 
(CNN 30 MAY 12) ... Brooke Baldwin 

Brooke Baldwin talks to Lt. Commander James Gennari of the U.S. Navy Nurses Corps who stabilized a marine that had a rocket 
propelled grenade embedded in his leg. 

 

GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
12. Panetta Heads To Asia To Back Allies, Avoid Riling China 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 30 MAY 12) ... Gopal Ratnam 

Defense Secretary Leon Panetta leaves today on his first visit to Asia since the Pentagon said in January it would “rebalance” 
military strategy toward a region President Barack Obama has called critical to U.S. interests. 

 
13. Philippines, China Still Miles Apart On Shoal Issue 
(PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 30 MAY 12) ... Jerry E. Esplanada 

More than three weeks after they resumed talks, the Philippines and China have yet to find a temporary solution to their dispute 
over the Panatag (Scarborough) Shoal in the West Philippine Sea (South China Sea). 

 
14. Pakistan Navy's Annual Safety Review Held 
(LAHORE DAILY TIMES (PAKISTAN)) 31 MAY 12) 

KARACHI: Pakistan Navy Annual Safety Review for the year 2011 was held at Bahria Auditorium here on Wednesday. 
 

15. Russia To Reopen Arctic Airbases 
(RIA NOVOSTI 30 MAY 12) 

ST. PETERSBURG -- Selected air units of Russia’s Western military district will start this year preparations to return to 
abandoned Arctic airfields, the commander of the district’s aviation Maj. Gen. Igor Makushev said on Wednesday. 

 
16. Russia Floats Out New Corvette 
(RIA NOVOSTI 30 MAY 12) 

ST. PETERSBURG -- St. Petersburg's Severnaya Verf shipyard floated out a new stealth corvette for the Russian Navy at an 
official ceremony on Wednesday. 

 
17. Tech Ashore Halves U.K. Sub Training Time 
(DEFENSE NEWS 30 MAY 12) ... Alan Dron 

LONDON — Synthetic familiarization training cuts in half the amount of time new British submariners require to get to grips 
with their new vessel, speakers said at the ITEC 2012 conference here. 

 

PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
18. Senators OK Broad Study On Pay, Benefits 
Panel shuts down DoD plan for giant hikes in Tricare fees 
(NAVY TIMES 04 JUN 12) ... Rick Maze 

The Senate Armed Services Committee approved a sweeping 26-month independent study of military pay and benefits that could 
lead to long-term changes in compensation. 

 
19. Navy Considers Senior Chief Rating 
(NAVY TIMES 04 JUN 12) ... Mark D. Faram 

Navy officials want to expand the command senior chief program and will convene a panel in June to consider whether these E-8s 
should have their own rating. 

 
20. 50,000 And Counting: Navy Celebrates Nuclear Training Program Milestone 
(THE SARATOGIAN 30 MAY 12) ... Paul Post 

WEST MILTON, N.Y. — From Whitehall — the birthplace of the U.S. Navy — to the highly decorated aircraft carrier USS 
Saratoga, upstate New York has a long connection to naval history. 
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21. Unemployed Veterans Skilled In Doing Jobs, Not In Finding Them 
A Monster.com survey finds employers and veterans agree: Departing military personnel have civilian job 
skills. Language, however, is a problem. One hurdle is translating military jargon. 
(CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR 30 MAY 12) ... Mary Wiltenburg 

BALTIMORE -- Veterans today are having a harder time finding jobs than most Americans – but why? They leave the military 
with sought-after skills. Most are willing to move for the right job. Employers who hire them overwhelmingly say they’re glad they 
did. 

 

FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
22. Pentagon’s Asia-Pacific Strategy Elevates Navy Role In Aerial Surveillance 
(NATIONAL DEFENSE 30 MAY 12) ... Sandra Erwin 

The Predator drones that for a decade have been the weapons of choice of the U.S. military soon will be démodé. As the Pentagon 
prepares an ambitious “air-sea battle” plan to face well-armed adversaries in Asia or the Middle East, it is shopping for more 
sophisticated spy aircraft that can survive in hostile airspace and stay aloft for days without being detected. 

 
23. Panetta’s Asian Tour Could Be Boon For U.S. Defense Industry 
(NATIONAL DEFENSE 30 MAY 12) ... Sandra Erwin 

Defense Secretary Leon Panetta kicks off a nine-day tour through Asia during which he will speak at length about U.S. plans to 
expand military presence in the area, and about his desire to strengthen ties in the region. 

 
24. Pentagon’s No. 2 Leader Criticizes Lawmakers’ Add-Backs To Defense Bill 
(GOVERNMENT EXECUTIVE 30 MAY 12) ... Charles S. Clark 

Stressing the need for a strategy-driven approach to trim Defense Department spending, Deputy Defense Secretary Ashton B. 
Carter on Wednesday cautioned Congress that “every dollar spent on bold, unnecessary programs is a dollar we lose for necessary 
programs.” 

 
25. Defense Official Says Automatic Cuts Will Cause 'Absurdities' 
(CNN 31 MAY 12) ... Mike Mount 

The Pentagon's chief budget officer is ringing the alarm bell about looming budget cuts that could destroy the department's new 
defense strategy and force the defense industry to face "absurdities" as defense programs are shuttered. 

 
26. White House Threatens Veto Of House GOP's Military Spending Bill 
(THE HILL 30 MAY 12) ... Erik Wasson 

The White House on Thursday threatened to veto a military spending bill that is slated to come to the House floor this week. 
 

27. Boeing Delivers U.S. Navy Combat Plane With Indian Equipment 
(PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 30 MAY 12) 

NEW DELHI - U.S. aircraft major Boeing has delivered an electronic warfare combat plane to the U.S. Navy fitted with Indian 
equipment manufactured by defence PSU Bharat Electronics Limited. 

 

BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
28. Calvo Talks With Navy Undersecretary 
(KUAM NEWS (GUAM) 31 MAY 12) ... Mindy Aguon 

GUAM -- Governor Eddie Calvo had a teleconference with Navy Undersecretary Robert Work today. Discussions focused on the 
military buildup, cuts to construction funding for Guam and a memorandum of understanding for Section 30 monies for rotational 
troops as well as progress with the China Visa Waiver Program. 

 
29. Navy Medicine Headquarters Moves To Falls Church, Va. 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 30 MAY 12) ... Shoshona Pilip-Florea, U.S. Navy Bureau of Medicine and Surgery Public Affairs 

WASHINGTON -- U.S. Navy Bureau of Medicine and Surgery, the flagship command for all of Navy and Marine Corps 
medicine, started relocating its staff May 30 from Washington, D.C., to Falls Church, Va., as part of the Base Realignment and 
Closure (BRAC) Act of 2005. 
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30. Navy Holds Public Forum On New 'Crash Zones' 
Navy Released New Report Showing New Accident Potential Zones For Naval Air Station North Island, 
Airfield In Imperial Beach 
(KGTV ABC SAN DIEGO 30 MAY 12) ... Bob Lawrence 

IMPERIAL BEACH, Calif. -- The Navy held the first of two public forums on Wednesday after releasing a new study on flight 
operations in and around Coronado and Imperial Beach. 

 

NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
31. U.S. Builds A Cyber ‘Plan X’ 
Effort to boost war capabilities Research push marks new offensive phase 
(WASHINGTON POST 31 MAY 12) ... Ellen Nakashima 

The Pentagon is turning to the private sector, universities and even computer-game companies as part of an ambitious effort to 
develop technologies to improve its cyberwarfare capabilities, launch effective attacks and withstand the likely retaliation. 

 
32. USCG Must Balance Current Needs With Future, VADM Says 
(DEFENSE DAILY 31 MAY 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

The Coast Guard will need to strike the right balance in maintaining its current set of capabilities versus investing to meet future 
requirements as it navigates a reduced fiscal environment, a top ranking service officer said yesterday. 

 
33. Pentagon Leaders Consider Options For East Coast Missile Defense System 
(THE HILL 30 MAY 12) ... Carlo Munoz 

Pentagon leaders are looking at options to bolster missile defense capabilities in the continental United States, including the 
establishment of a missile shield on the East Coast, a top military commander said on Wednesday. 

 
34. USS Iowa Arrives In Los Angeles 
(TORRANCE (CA) DAILY BREEZE 30 MAY 12) ... Art Marroquin 

Tears welled up in Dick Blair's eyes as the USS Iowa came into view against the backdrop of dark clouds gathered about three 
miles off the coast of Long Beach. 

 
35. Tom Hanks Film On Piracy To Shoot In Virginia Beach 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 30 MAY 12) ... Cindy Clayton 

VIRGINIA BEACH -- Portions of the Tom Hanks film “Captain Phillips” will be shot in Virginia Beach. 
 

OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
36. Time To Join The Law Of The Sea Treaty 
The U.S. has more to gain by participating in convention deliberations than by staying out. 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 31 MAY 12) ... Henry Kissinger, George Shultz, James Baker III, Colin Powell and Condoleezza Rice 

The Convention of the Law of the Sea is again under consideration by the U.S. Senate. If the U.S. finally becomes party to this 
treaty, it will be a boon for our national security and economic interests. U.S. accession will codify our maritime rights and give us 
new tools to advance national interests. 

 
37. Three Questions For Secretary Panetta 
(FOREIGN POLICY 30 MAY 12) ... Michael Green 

Secretary of Defense Leon Panetta leaves on Wednesday for a nine-day swing through Asia. After stopping in Hawaii at the 
Pacific Command, he travels on to Singapore for the annual Shangri-La dialogue among defense ministers, then to Hanoi for follow-
up meetings with his counterparts on last year's defense cooperation memorandum, and finally India. 

 
38. Academy Graduates Get A Heads-Up 
(ANNAPOLIS CAPITAL GAZETTE 20 MAY 12) ... Editorial 

There’s nothing new about the idea that a superpower needs a strong navy. Some held this view even in the 1880s, when 
Theodore Roosevelt first became acquainted with the ideas of Alfred Thayer Mahan, then the president of the Naval War College, 
now remembered as the historian and sea power theorist for whom the academy’s Mahan Hall was named. 

 

BBLLOOGGSS::  
39. EXCERPTS FROM BLOGS AROUND THE WORLD 
(PUBLISHED 28 – 31 MAY 12) 
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Navy Names Ship After 2 Katahdin Region Towns 
(BANGOR (ME) DAILY NEWS 30 MAY 12) ... Nick Sambides Jr. 

One of the U.S. Navy’s latest generation of shallow-draft 
transport craft will be named the U.S. Naval Ship Millinocket 
in honor of Millinocket and East Millinocket, Secretary of the 
Navy Ray Mabus said Wednesday. 

The U.S. Navy’s third joint high-speed vessel will 
succeed the USS Stephen W. Groves, a guided-missile frigate 
named after an East Millinocket flyer posthumously awarded 
the Navy Cross during World War II, while honoring the town 
of Millinocket, Mabus said in a statement. 

“Millinocket displays American values of community and 
ingenuity at their best,” Mabus said. “I chose to name the joint 
high speed vessel after East Millinocket and Millinocket to 
honor those values and the men and women of the community 
that represents them no less today than it did in the early 
1900s.” 

Shallow-draft transports for troops, military vehicles and 
equipment, joint high-speed vessels can carry 600 short tons 
and travel 1,200 nautical miles at an average speed of 35 
knots. They are designed to provide U.S. forces added 
mobility and flexibility, according to a U.S. Navy site 
dedicated to the subject. 

They feature a 20,000-square-foot open mission deck, an 
aviation flight deck to support day and night air vehicle launch 
and recovery operations, and have berthing space for up to 42 
crew members, 104 personnel, and airline-style seating for up 
to 312, Navy officials said. 

U.S. Sens. Olympia Snowe and Susan Collins, R-Maine; 
and 2nd District U.S. Rep. Mike Michaud, D-Maine, 
applauded Mabus’ decision to honor the Katahdin region. 

“Millinocket is a proud community that was built on a 
rich history of hard work, determination, and perseverance,” 
said Collins, a member of the Senate Armed Services 
Committee and the Senate Appropriations Committee’s 
Subcommittee on Defense. “These are the same qualities that 
will be reflected in all those who serve aboard the Millinocket 
for years to come.” 

Michaud said the vessel would be the second named after 
Millinocket. The USS Millinocket, a freighter, was torpedoed 
and sunk in the Atlantic Ocean off the coast of Cuba on June 
17, 1942. A plaque dedicated to the Millinocket hangs in that 
town’s municipal office. 

“I’m pleased that the Navy chose to name another ship 
after the town of Millinocket, on the 70th anniversary of the 
sinking of the USS Millinocket,” said Michaud. “Maine has a 
long, proud history of shipbuilding that deserves to be 
recognized and honored by the naming of our Navy’s vessels.” 

Snowe and Collins pointed out that the Millinocket would 
join the Navy about a year after the USS Stephen W. Groves 
was decommissioned. Stephen Groves was a 25-year-old 
Navy ensign from East Millinocket who died during the Battle 
of Midway on June 4, 1942, after taking off from the aircraft 
carrier USS Hornet. 

Mabus said he liked Millinocket’s rich history as a 
papermaking town ― at one time home to the world’s largest 
paper mill. During the Great Depression, showing a great 
sense of community, millworkers coordinated to reduce the 
number of hours individual employees worked to ensure that 
all employees could provide for their families, he said. 

Return to Index 
 

2. Commemorating The Battle Of Midway 
(CHIEF OF NAVAL OPERATIONS BLOG 30 MAY 12) ... Adm. Jonathan Greenert 

As we mark the 70th anniversary of the Battle of Midway, 
we should never forget the significance of this conflict to our 
legacy. 

In the early days of June 1942 and only six months after 
the devastating attack on Pearl Harbor, our Navy shaped a 
defining moment in history and forged a proud chapter in our 
naval heritage. With countless self-sacrificing efforts, skill, 
and the fighting spirit of our Sailors, our U.S. Navy won the 
Battle of Midway (4-6 June) despite being at a numerical 
disadvantage to a formidable opponent. This stunning and 
decisive victory enabled the start of a U.S. Navy offensive in 
the Solomon Islands that set the United States and its allies on 
the road to victory in the Pacific. 

This historic victory at Midway can be attributed to traits 
that continue in our Navy today: bold, confident, and 
proficient Sailors willing to go into harm’s way with well-
built, resilient ships and aircraft. Our Sailors and Marines 
demonstrate this same warfighting ethos today as they face 
unique and demanding challenges, on land and at sea, 
operating forward, fully ready around the globe. This legacy is 
built on the foundation of veterans, like those at Midway, who 
have blazed the trail before us. 

Let us never forget these brave veterans and their legacy. 
They shaped world events for many years and we will 

continue to do so, for it is in our DNA. As Navy professionals, 
it is up to us to preserve and celebrate our rich history, 
knowing that understanding our past will empower us to 
overcome future challenges. 

Next month commander, U.S. Fleet Forces Command, 
Commander, U.S. Pacific Fleet (COMPACFLT), Commander, 
Naval Installations Command, and many others will execute 
Midway commemorative events around our Navy. In the 
pacific, significant events include an 11-star commemoration 
and wreath laying aboard USS Midway Museum in San Diego 
and a COMPACFLT Commemoration Ceremony that will 
include remarks by RADM (ret) Mac Showers, the sole 
surviving member of Adm. Nimitz’ INTEL staff. 
Additionally, COMPACFLT will conduct a wreath laying 
ceremony and commemoration event at Midway, recognizing 
the historic significance of this epic battle and to honor 
shipmates who fought, sacrificed, and turned the tide in the 
Pacific. Within the national capital region, I will host a wreath 
laying ceremony 4 June at the Navy Memorial. By committing 
our time and efforts to commemorative events such as these, 
we acknowledge and honor our obligation to preserve our 
inheritance of a rich naval history and heritage. 
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The preceding message is a re-purposed version of 
NAVADMIN(159/12, released commemorating the 70th 
anniversary of the Battle of Midway. 

 

Broadcast Clip - CNO Sailor Update 5_16 
(YOUTUBE 29 MAY 12) U.S. Navy 
CNO talks about the importance of the Battle of Midway. 
View Clip (RT: 1:09) 

Return to Index 
 

3. Projecting Power 
Aircraft carriers still provide forward presence, 70 years after Midway 
(SEAPOWER MAGAZINE JUNE 2012) ... John M. Doyle 

Seventy years ago this month, a combined Japanese fleet 
that included four aircraft carriers, one light carrier and 11 
battleships prepared to destroy U.S. naval airpower in another 
surprise attack near a lonely Pacific outpost 1,500 miles from 
Pearl Harbor. 

But thanks to Naval Intelligence code breaking, the 
resourcefulness and courage of Navy and Marine Corps pilots 
— and a lot of luck — it was the Japanese who were surprised 
by torpedo planes, dive bombers and fighters flying off the 
American aircraft carriers USS Hornet, USS Enterprise and 
USS Yorktown. 

When the fighting was over, the U.S. Navy had lost one 
carrier — Yorktown — one destroyer and 137 aircraft (99 of 
them carrier-based), while the Japanese were forced to steam 
away having lost four carriers, two other ships, 250 aircraft 
and 3,500 Sailors. 

The Imperial Japanese Navy was never able to launch a 
similar attack following the crushing defeat near Midway 
Atoll on June 4-7, 1942. Most historians mark that battle as 
the turning point of the war in the Pacific. 

Midway also signaled the emergence of carriers over 
battleships as the U.S. Navy's main power-projection platform. 
It is a role they maintain to this day, whether launching air 
attacks over Iraq and Afghanistan or providing assistance in 
humanitarian crises such as the 2004 Indian Ocean tsunami 
and Haiti's 2010 earthquake. 

"The centerpieces of naval capability remain the Carrier 
Strike Group and the Amphibious Ready Group," Adm. 
Jonathan W. Greenert, chief of naval operations, told the 
Senate Armed Services Committee at a March 15 hearing. 

Midway was not the first sea battle where the surface 
ships involved never saw one another — that had occurred a 
month earlier in the Coral Sea, where the Japanese and 
Americans each lost a carrier to attack by enemy aircraft. But 
Capt. C.C. Felker, a historian and professor at the U.S. Naval 
Academy, said Midway represents "the last blue-water sea 
engagement"and "every other naval engagement after 
[Midway] is tied to an amphibious landing or operations 
ashore." 

From the three carriers at Midway, the Navy's carrier fleet 
nearly tripled with the introduction of USS Essex in late 1942. 
By war's end, 10 Essex-class carriers had been commissioned 
and another 10 Ticonderoga-class were launched. 

The final years of World War II also saw "more and better 
aircraft that could challenge land-based fighters," said Jan van 
Tol, a retired Navy captain and senior fellow at the Center for 
Strategic and Budgetary Assessments, a Washington think 
tank. "So, at that point, it became possible for the carriers to 
start striking the [Japanese] homeland," he said. 

But after the war, the leaders of the new U.S. Air Force, 
touting their long-range bombers armed with atomic bombs, 
said airpower — not sea power — was the way for the United 

States to make its presence felt around the world. In 1949, 
Defense Secretary Louis Johnson canceled plans for USS 
United States, the first of a new-design super carrier that 
would include long-range nuclear bombing among its 
missions. That led to the so-called "Revolt of the 
Admirals"against the move to marginalize naval aviation. The 
ensuing political battle cost Adm. Louis Denfeld his post as 
chief of naval operations, but eventually led to the 
development of the Forrestal class of super carriers. 

The outbreak of war on the Korea peninsula in June 1950 
showed the continued need for carrier-based aircraft for close 
air support, strategic bombing and air-to-air combat. 

"The resurgence of the carrier and the move to the bigger 
carriers was a natural outgrowth of the character of the Cold 
War threat and the evolution of technology," said Daniel 
Gouré, a national security analyst at the Lexington Institute, an 
Arlington, Va.-based think tank. 

In the years following World War II, the Navy's carrier 
fleet showcased a number of innovations — many of them 
pioneered by the U.K. Royal Navy — including armored 
metal decks that can withstand bombing attacks without 
disastrous fires like the one that killed nearly 800 aboard USS 
Franklin in May 1945; angled flight decks that allow fixed-
wing aircraft to take off and land at the same time; the shift 
from propeller-driven aircraft to jet planes like the Grumman 
F9F Panther fighter/bomber; and, most significant of all, 
nuclear-powered propulsion. 

USS Enterprise (CVN 65), the first nuclear aircraft 
carrier, was launched Sept. 24, 1960, and commissioned a year 
later. It is slated to be retired in December. 

Another innovation benefiting carriers — precision 
weapons — was developed during the Vietnam era. With 
much more accurate laser-guided bombs, van Tol said, "You 
needed fewer and fewer pieces of ordnance and aircraft to 
achieve the same target kill rates that it took hundreds of 
World War II bombers to achieve." 

In 2015, the Navy expects to take delivery of Gerald R. 
Ford, the first of the Ford class, which is bigger than any 
previous super carrier. Manufactured by the Newport News 
Shipbuilding unit of Huntington Ingalls Industries, the Ford 
class has some significant design changes, including a larger 
flight deck, advanced arresting gear to secure planes as they 
land and an electromagnetic aircraft launching system that will 
replace the decades-old steam-powered catapult. That allows 
for a smaller control island, which has been moved back 
farther aft. 

The all-electric Ford is expected to be the first carrier with 
a regular complement of unmanned strike aircraft. The Navy 
has been doing land-based carrier-suitability testing of two 
unmanned X-47Bs and is slated to test takeoffs and landings 
on a Nimitz-class carrier in 2013. 
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The cost of Ford — an estimated $12.3 billion by 2015 — 
in a time of increasing government belt-tightening has become 
a cause for concern. But the Navy and contractors say they 
expect to turn those initial costs into longer-term savings with 
more automation and smaller crews. 

During an April 17 presentation at the 2012 Sea-Air-
Space Exposition, the program manager, Navy Capt. Chris 
Meyer, said the savings could be as much as $5 billion over a 
50-year life span. 

Aside from cost, critics point out that ship-killing missiles 
or nuclear weapons make it too dangerous for carrier strike 
groups to get close to countries like China, Iran and North 
Korea. 

Gouré, however, said the extra electrical power — two-
and-a-half-times that of the Nimitz class — generated on the 

Ford class could one day be used to support a directed-energy 
weapon that could eliminate the anti-ship ballistic missile 
threat. 

And that might reduce the threats "that right now look 
like they're driving carriers further and further away," van Tol 
said. "So it's not determinative that carriers' usefulness will 
fall by the wayside." 

With delivery of the first Ford-class carrier in 2015, Navy 
Secretary Ray Mabus told the Senate Armed Services 
Committee in March the Navy will have 11 nuclear carriers 
"and will sustain that number at least through 2040." 

China, India, Brazil and other countries are buying or 
building aircraft carriers, Gouré noted, adding "If you're going 
to be a serious regional power — much less a global power — 
it seems like aircraft carriers are in the cards, a requirement." 

Return to Index 
 

4. Building Resilient 21st Century Sailors; There's An App For That 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 30 MAY 12) ... Navy Personnel Command Public Affairs 

SAN DIEGO -- Representatives from the Navy Personnel 
Research Studies and Technology (NPRST) laboratory briefed 
attendees of the Navy Combat and Operational Stress Control 
conference May 24 on the findings of focus groups looking at 
smart phone applications being tested by the Navy. 

The research directly supports the 21st Century Sailor and 
Marine initiative which is a set of objectives and policies, new 
and existing, designed to maximize each Sailor's and Marine's 
personal readiness and to hone the most combat effective force 
in the history of the Department of the Navy. 

The two apps are Tactical Breather and Mood Tracker. 
The focus groups assessed Sailor views of these currently 
available government-sponsored stress apps. Focus groups 
were conducted at Naval Support Activity Mid-South, Naval 
Station Everett, Naval Air Station Whidbey Island, Naval 
Base Kitsap, Naval Station Mayport, Naval Air Station 
Jacksonville, Submarine Base Kings Bay and included Sailors 
from E1-E6 and O1-O3. 

Aviation Electronics Technician 1st Class (AW/SW) Curt 
Metzger, Navy Personnel Command (NPC), Enlisted to 
Officer Accessions and Shore Disestablishments said he 
thought the Tactical Breather app would be of value to 
everyone. 

"The Tactical Breather teaches you the correct breathing 
methods to control your heart rate. Focus on the task at hand, 
and go through it as safely and calmly as possible. I think we 
should all learn tactical breathing," said Metzger. 

The Tactical Breather application can be used, with 
practice, to control physiological and psychological responses 
to stress. 

Focus group participant Personnel Specialist 1st Class 
Amy Hanlon, from NPC, Officer Inter-service Transfers, said 
she felt that the Tactical Breather would be useful for all 
Sailors but that the techniques should be learned in advance. 

"I would think the Tactical Breather would be useful 
when someone was at a high-stress moment but it would have 
to be something that was taught before it was needed," said 
Hanlon. "We would want to have this already taught and in 
our toolbox, ready to use when we needed it." 

The Mood Tracker requires users to self-monitor 
emotional experiences associated with common deployment-
related behavioral health issues ranging from post-traumatic 
stress to depression and anxiety. Participants said they 
believed that the Mood Tracker would be of value to 
counselors and psychologists. 

"The Mood Tracker is a great app for counselors to track 
the people they are seeing. It would be great to analyze how 
their progression has gone, whether up, down, stayed the same 
over the period of a week, a month, a year," said Metzger. 

Machinist's Mate 1st Class (SS) Phillip Goettsch, NPC, 
detailer, wrapped it up, "I thought both applications would be 
very useful in specific situations. They are just one more tool 
to have in your back pocket to use if you have a situation with 
a Sailor." 

Both applications, made by National Center for 
Telehealth and Technology (T2), are available on the internet 
via web search for Sailors to try. 
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5. Hunt Says LCS Freedom ‘Is Fit For Service’ 
(NAVY TIMES 30 MAY 12) ... Christopher P. Cavas 

Some design problems persist, some fixes remain to be 
made, but overall, the littoral combat ship Freedom is moving 
ahead to meet its deployment schedule for next spring, the 
commander of the Navy’s surface forces proclaimed. 

“My assessment is the ship is sound, the engineering plant 
is good, combat systems are good,” said Vice Adm. Richard 
Hunt. “The ship rides very well.” 

That verdict came after a three-day “special trial” 
conducted May 22-24 at San Diego by the Navy’s Board of 
Inspection and Survey, or INSURV. Nearly 200 people rode 
the ship — normally crewed by 40 sailors — to test the 
Freedom’s combat, communications and engineering systems; 
minutely examine the ship’s physical condition; and put the 
vessel through a series of ship-handling evolutions. 
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“There were some hiccups in the demonstration in some 
of the areas,” Hunt admitted, “and there are things that ought 
to be fixed on three, five and seven” — follow-on ships built 
to the Freedom (LCS 1) design. “But the things we identified 
[as problems] are fixable.” 

The Freedom has spent much of the past eight months 
pierside or undergoing repairs in San Diego. A scheduled 
overhaul last fall was extended to address structural issues, 
and a new problem, a broken shaft seal that allowed water into 
the ship, emerged in early February as the ship was underway 
to test fixes. Another extended repair period followed to 
determine the cause of the broken seal and fix it. The ship 
didn’t get underway again until early May. 

As a result of the repairs, the ship’s crew has only been to 
sea for eight days to prepare for the inspection, Hunt said, and 
that lack of sea time had an impact on the INSURV 
inspection. 

“As we went through this, there were some issues, many I 
would attribute to the short amount of time the ship had at sea 
to prepare for the exam,” Hunt said in a May 29 telephone 
interview. 

Hunt rode the ship during the trial along with INSURV 
president Rear Adm. Robert Wray, who submitted his 
classified report to Hunt late May 25. Wray, according to 
Hunt, wrote in the report that “Freedom is fit for service… By 
all accounts the ship is on schedule for our spring 
deployment.” 

The Freedom is to begin a ten-month cruise to Singapore 
next year, tentatively set to begin in late March. The cruise 
will be the first overseas test of the LCS concept, which 
envisions forward-basing the ships in Singapore, the Arabian 
Gulf and elsewhere. 

The special trial conducted by INSURV, Hunt said, was 
similar to a final contract trial (FCT), normally held about six 
months after a new ship’s delivery. That point in time passed 
in 2009, as the Navy readied the Freedom for a demonstration 
deployment to the Caribbean and participation in the RIMPAC 
2010 exercise in the Pacific. 

The special trial was held, Hunt said, “to identify any 
issues requiring correction or modification prior to 
deployment and additionally, to take the opportunity to gather 
details on areas for improvement that can be folded into future 
Freedom-class ships.” 

The normal five-day FCT routine was compressed to 
three days, although, Hunt said, 180 of the standard 212 FCT 
inspections were carried out. Freedom crew members from 
both the Blue and Gold crews were on board for the trials. 

One major area not tested during the trial was the boat 
handling system to launch and recover waterborne craft via a 
stern ramp. 

“The hydraulic limit switches were not functioning, and 
the system was shut down,” Hunt explained. “Work needed to 
be done on the switches. That’s a safety issue; we’ll get it 
tested some time in the future.” 

As a result, “we did not test the moving parts of the 
launch handling system at all. We called that as a down before 
we went into the inspection.” 

One problem dealt with during the repairs was a hull 
crack discovered in February 2011 while the ship was at sea 
off northern California. The Navy and prime contractor 
Lockheed Martin determined the crack was caused by a 

manufacturing flaw in a weld seam done by shipbuilder 
Fincantieri Marinette Marine in Wisconsin, and not from a 
design flaw. Other, smaller cracks have been discovered in the 
ship’s aluminum superstructure. 

Asked if any new cracks were found during the 
inspection, Hunt responded there were none he was made 
aware of. 

“The steel hull cracks were relatively minor,” Hunt said. 
“Probably more was made of that than should [have] been — 
it was about a 4-inch crack. 

“I think the ship is sound and solid and ready to go out in 
heavy seas,” he added. “We were running in excess of 40 
knots. I thought she felt as solid as anything I’ve ever been on. 
The ship rides very well. We were taking green water over the 
bridge on occasion.” 

One design problem persists despite remediation efforts. 
Water is still coming up the Freedom’s hawse pipe forward — 
the tube through which the anchor chain passes from the chain 
locker to the outside. Even before the ship left the Great Lakes 
in 2008 on her delivery voyage, inflated bladders were stuffed 
into the pipe to cut down on water coming in, particularly at 
high speeds. The anchor arrangement was significantly 
changed on the next ship, the Fort Worth (LCS 3), but Hunt 
said the problem persists. 

“The hawse pipe still gets water intrusion, and needs to be 
fixed,” Hunt said. “That jumps up as one of the biggest issues 
that stares me in the face.” 

During the special trials, “we were able to keep up with 
any water intrusion. That’s just something you have to watch,” 
he said. 

No speed restrictions were placed on the Freedom 
because of the hawse pipe issues, Hunt added. 

“She’ll be able go full power in any direction, but it will 
require some watching and probably some dewatering in the 
windlass room. She’s designed to have the water go down the 
anchor chain and dewater from there.” 

The Freedom will get “some sort” of further modification, 
“probably temporary,” later this summer during the last phase 
of her post-shakedown availability (PSA), Hunt added. 

“It’s something that is not a critical issue but needs to be 
fixed.” 

The new anchor arrangement on the Fort Worth hasn’t 
quite cured the problem either, he said. 

“It looks like it’s not a complete thing for LCS 3 there. 
There’s work that needs to be done in that area — it needs to 
be corrected before the final design.” 

As for the shaft seal, Hunt declared that while the final 
cause hasn’t yet been determined, there have been no further 
issues. 

“We did not identify an issue with that during INSURV. I 
think we’ve worked our way through a lot of the historic 
issues that were out there. 

“I’m not sure if it was design or installation, but as we 
had her in the overhaul before the INSURV we took those 
[propeller shafts] apart. We found some issues, put them back 
together and I think we’ve worked our way through that. 

“We’re still doing a forensics on the problem. It could 
have been an installation piece or a manufacturing fault. But 
we didn’t find a problem on INSURV — that particular 
[problem] I think is behind us at this point.” 
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Other issues that came up during the special trial 
included: 

Combat System 
In one instance, the combat system’s software would not 

load properly. “I attribute that to the crew,” Hunt said. “We 
did a reload and after that the system tested satisfactory. Now 
I think we’re pretty solid in that regard.” 

A misfire was also experienced with the ship’s single 
57mm gun. “We executed misfire procedures, cleared the 
round safely, and that got a downcheck,” Hunt said. “The ship 
has fired about 840 rounds and has had two misfires, one off 
Florida and this one. Overall, the gun and the detect-to-engage 
system were satisfactory.” 

Propulsion Plant 
One of the ship’s four diesels was inoperative, but “the 

other three operated satisfactorily and weren’t flagged with 
any major problems,” Hunt said. “When I wandered the plant I 
thought it was pretty tight and clean. There were some minor 
oil leaks that were handled by the crew. Switchboards ran 
properly, ran in the different configurations, went as designed, 
very satisfactory.” A problem with a splitter bearing remains 
to be dealt with, Hunt said. “We ended up with a hot bearing. 
We’ll go back in and probably increase oil flow to that 
particular bearing.” 

Stern Doors 
Water coming through the aft stern doors, which open to 

allow small boats and vehicles to be run in and out a stern 
ramp, has been a nagging problem since the Freedom’s 
completion in 2008. Despite a number of changes, the doors 
are still not watertight when closed, resulting in corroded 
metal. 

“There is still some work to be done there,” Hunt said. 
“It’s been improved, but it’s not as good as I would like to see 
before deployment. That would not make her non-deployable, 
but I’d like to see that fixed.” 

Overall, Hunt said, “corrosion looks good” on the ship, 
except for “excessive corrosion around the stern ramp.” 
Several systems tested well. 

“It was very pleasing to me to see several areas where we 
traditionally have problems with pop up pretty solid,” he 
added. “We had very solid scores on communications, 
information systems, medical, corrosion.” 

The ship handled very well, he said. “Crash back and 
steering worked fine,” he noted, referring to an evolution 
where a ship goes from full ahead to full stop to full astern. 

“From 35 knots or so, the ship just stopped,” Hunt said, 
describing the crash back. “It was like being in a Prius; you 
don’t feel anything. It just changed, settled down and stopped 
in the water. I’ve never seen anything like that. I’ve been on 
cruisers, destroyers and frigates, all shaking and things. This 
ship is just smooth.” 

The Freedom, Hunt said, “is in pretty good shape. Fit for 
service. The stuff we’ve identified is fixable. I think we’ll do 
better as the crew becomes more comfortable and proficient 
with operating the system. It’s one of those things when you 
have to get out there and run it around, and they have not had 
that luxury. 

“All in all a very good INSURV, achieving what we 
wanted to — making sure we have a good track on things we 
have to work on on Freedom and on future ships. 

With the INSURV behind them, the Freedom’s crew now 
will begin several weeks of local operations to gain familiarity 
with the ship’s equipment, work up the helicopter detachment, 
perform a quick-reaction assessment of the combat system. 
Time is tight — the ship’s final, three-month PSA is set to 
begin in July, and in the fall preparations will begin in earnest 
for the Singapore deployment. 

Hunt said he had seen a great improvement in the 
Freedom over the past 18 months or so. 

“I’m not sure I was a believer a year and a half ago, but 
I’m there now,” he declared. 
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CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
6. USS Mississippi Executive Officer Plans Commissioning Ceremony 
(BILOXI (MS) SUN HERALD 30 MAY 12) ... Don Hammack 

ONBOARD THE USS MISSISSIPPI -- For the vast 
majority of the USS Mississippi's crew members, their wives 
and kids have not been able to see where hubby and daddy 
work. 

With just a 36-hour window available for tours between 
getting out of the shipyard and moving to the Navy base in 
Groton, Conn., there wasn't much time to show family 
members around. 

That's changing this week, as the Navy's newest 
submarine has had time for some tours. A snapshot last week 
of expected guests of the crew looked like this: 51 wives, 62 
children, 109 parents, 42 siblings and 65 friends. 

That's 329 people, added to the other VIPs and dignitaries 
and the thousands of members of the public who will see 
Saturday's commissioning ceremony. 

The sub's key contact and organizer is its executive 
officer, Lt. Cmdr. Dan Reiss. 

"It has been amazing. This particular job, being XO of a 
pre-commissioning unit, has had more interface with outside 

agencies than I've ever had," he said. "That never happens in 
any other jobs I've had in the Navy. We don't really talk with 
outside organizations. 

"It's been interesting. It's been a breakneck pace because 
of the emails flying back and forth for long-range logistics." 

The sub has had to deal with the shipyard building the 
Mississippi, and the Navy and civilian inspectors. For the last 
six months, planning the ceremony has included the 
commissioning committee, the Tullibee Base of the U.S. 
Submarine Veterans and organizations. 

There's been a week's worth of functions for the crew, 
including a Habitat for Humanity build, golf trips and a tour of 
an alligator park. 

Reiss is second in command on the submarine, taking the 
next step toward command of his own boat someday. Doing 
that while in the shipyard brings challenges, but there have 
been scads of training opportunities working with a crew that's 
got a lot of experience on Virginia-class submarines. 

Still, there was a big change in May. 
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"Now that we're under way, its definitely different," Reiss 
said. "We saw a definite tone change in the crew's personality 
and in the ship itself from when we were in the building into 
the water, then the last couple of days before the first under 
way and to now, we can see a big difference. 

"The tentativeness is gone -- that sense of uncertainty is 
gone from the crew. It's now full-bore operation." 

Reiss has also been working on the script for the hour-
long ceremony, which he is proud to have whittled down to 57 
pages. The ship will be dressed out, as will the crew. While a 
Navy band plays, officers will be wearing swords on their 
belts and the chief of the boat will being carrying a cutlass. 

The navigator will wear a large, old-style hat with a long 
spyglass. 

Dignitaries, including Secretary of the Navy Ray Mabus, 
former Mississippi governor, will make speeches. 

The highlight will come when the ship's sponsor, Allison 
Stiller, a deputy assistant to Mabus, utters the traditional 
phrase, "Bring the ship to life," with crew members running 
from the pier onboard to line the rails. 

"It really does highlight that's what we're doing," Reiss 
said. "The life of the boat is the crew. This is just a big 
machine without the crew." 
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7. Clean Up Begins On The USS Miami 
(NEW LONDON DAY 30 MAY 12) ... Jennifer McDermott 

KITTERY, Maine - The first phase of the clean up on the 
USS Miami has begun. 

Workers at the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard were 
authorized on Tuesday to return to the submarine, which 
caught fire at 5:41 p.m. on May 23 and burned until 3:30 a.m. 
the next day. 

The investigation into the cause and damage assessment is 
ongoing, according to a press release today from the shipyard. 
This process is expected to take about three weeks. 

The Miami (SSN 755) was in a dry dock at the shipyard 
for maintenance and upgrades. The fire damaged the torpedo 

room, command and control spaces and berthing areas. The 
reactor had been shut down for more than two months at the 
time of the fire and the nuclear propulsion spaces were not 
affected, according to the Navy. No weapons were on board. 

Seven firefighters received minor injuries. The 
submarine’s crew and firefighters from the Portsmouth Naval 
Shipyard Fire Department, the Submarine Base Fire 
Department in Groton and many local communities 
extinguished the blaze. 
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8. Navy Pilots Eject Safely During Training Exercise Crash Near NAS Kingsville 
(CORPUS CHRISTI CALLER-TIMES 30 MAY 12) ... Steven Alford 

KINGSVILLE — Two pilots ejected from a Navy 
training jet Wednesday on a remote ranch about 45 miles 
southwest of Naval Air Station Kingsville. 

The T-45C Goshawk jet crashed after the pilots ejected 
about 3:30 p.m., according to a news release. 

Parachutes for both pilots deployed and they were rushed 
to a hospital, a public affairs officer said. Base officials said 
their outlook appeared good. 

“We’re very thankful that the pilots made it out and that 
they seem to be OK,” said Lt. John Supple, public affairs 
officer for the Chief of Naval Training. 

The two-seat training aircraft was assigned to Training 
Squadron 22 based out of Kingsville, base officials said. 

The two pilots, an instructor and a student, were 
conducting a routine training mission when they ejected. Their 
conditions and names have not been released. 

The cause of the crash remains under investigation. The 
Navy has sent a team of investigators to examine the 
wreckage. 

The T-45C Goshawk jets cost about $17.2 million. The 
single-engine aircraft are used to train students to transition 
into larger Navy and Marine Corps aircraft. 

The jet is the 11th aircraft from NAS Kingsville involved 
in a crash since 2000. In November, a training aircraft crashed 
during takeoff at the naval base. Both pilots ejected safely. 

Area Military Crashes 
A look at crashes in South Texas since 2000: 

 Nov. 1: A training plane crashed during takeoff at 
Naval Air Station Kingsville. The two pilots ejected 

safely and were treated at a hospital for minor 
injuries. 

 Aug. 24: Two Navy pilots bailed out of a T34-C 
Turbomentor before it crashed about 5 miles south of 
Bob Hall Pier. The Coast Guard rescued the pilots, 
who were on a training flight out of Naval Air Station 
Corpus Christi. 

 June 15: A T-45 Goshawk Navy training jet from 
Naval Air Station Kingsville crashed in a remote 
field in McMullen County after the pilot safely 
ejected. 

 June 10, 2010: A student pilot was attempting to land 
at NAS Kingsville when the T-45 he was flying 
skidded off the runway, prompting him to eject. He 
sustained minor injuries and the aircraft landed 
upside down. 

 Oct. 28, 2009: Lt. John Joseph Houston and Lt. Bret 
Travis Miller left NAS Corpus Christi on a routine 
flight in a T-34 propeller-driven trainer and lost 
communication with the base. Miller’s body was 
found Oct. 30 in the Gulf of Mexico and Houston’s 
remains were recovered Nov. 18 from the plane’s 
cockpit. A Navy report said the pilots performed a 
standard maneuver called a stall, or a nose dive, from 
which they did not recover. 

 Jan. 16, 2008: An MH-53 Sea Dragon from NAS 
Corpus Christi crashed into a TV antenna in 
Petronila, killing three of its four crew members. 
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 Nov. 1, 2007: Two pilots ejected as a T-45 from NAS 
Kingsville crashed shortly after taking off from 
Acadiana Regional Airport near New Iberia, La. 

 Oct. 1, 2007: A T-45 crashed 2 miles north of NAS 
Kingsville. The pilots ejected and weren’t injured. 

 Sept. 27, 2007: An NAS Kingsville student pilot 
ejected from a T-45 2 miles north of Kleberg County 
Airport during a training mission. The pilot suffered 
minor injuries. 

 Jan. 27, 2006: A T-34 from NAS Corpus Christi 
crashed in a field off Yorktown Boulevard, between 
Linda Lee Road and Madison Street. The pilot and 
student died. 

 Oct. 31, 2005: A T-45 from NAS Kingsville crashed 
on King Ranch property. Two pilots suffered minor 
injuries. 

 May 11, 2005: An NAS Kingsville T-45 crashed 
during a training mission northwest of the base. The 
pilot suffered minor injuries. 

 Feb. 21, 2001: A T-45 from NAS Kingsville crashed 
in the Atlantic Ocean off the coast of Jacksonville, 
Fla., killing two. 

 Aug. 10, 2000: A Navy MH-53E Sea Dragon 
helicopter crashed into the Gulf of Mexico off Padre 
Island, killing four and injuring two. 

 March 19, 2000: An Air Force F-16 jet crashed at 
NAS Kingsville, ending a recreational air show, 
killing the pilot. 
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9. Blue Ridge Departs Pattaya, Thailand 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 30 MAY 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Mel Orr 

LAEM CHAEBANG, Thailand -- Sailors from U.S. 7th 
Fleet flagship USS Blue Ridge (LCC 19), embarked 7th Fleet 
staff, and Marines from the Fleet Anti-Terrorism Security 
Team Pacific departed from Laem Chaebang, Thailand after a 
five-day port visit. 

The port visit represented an opportunity for Sailors and 
Marines to serve as goodwill ambassadors from the U.S., 
promote peace and stability in the Southeast Asia region, to 
demonstrate commitment to regional partnerships, and foster 
growing relationships. 

The religious program aboard Blue Ridge, led by Blue 
Ridge Navy chaplain Lt. Donald Baker, arranged community 
service (COMSERVs) events for Sailors to participate each 
day during the port visit. 

"Our visits to these different sites were of the utmost 
importance in the grand scheme of things," said Baker. 
"Probably not much strategic importance or national defense 
importance, but being able to bring light in some really dark 
situations from a humanity perspective." 

More than 60 Sailors visited Pattaya Children's Home, 
Child Development and Protection Center, Camillian Civilian 
Social Center, and Royal Thai Marine Corps Nursery Center 
as part of a COMSERV where they landscaped, played with 
children and interacted with local community members. 

"Honestly, the experience was life changing," said Ship's 
Serviceman 3rd Class Krista Stelzner who participated in all 
four COMSERVs in Thailand. "Going on those COMSERVs 
made me understand loving people. Every children's home we 

visited, the kids ran up to us and hugged us without even 
knowing who we were. All they wanted was love." 

Another event involving Blue Ridge Sailors, gave several 
culinary specialists the opportunity to demonstrate their skill 
sets, have fun with rival Thai chefs, and reach out to a larger 
Thai audience through Thailand's Iron Chef television show 
that was filmed in front of a live audience in Bangkok. 

"Iron Chef gives them the chance to go outside the box, 
show the talent they've learned from [Navy] schools and 
training and put their own personal touch on it," said Blue 
Ridge "Chow Boss" Chief Warrant Officer Brian Ware. "I 
think it's a great event, great morale booster, and something 
they'll never forget in their career. 

Culinary Specialist 1st Class Frank Medina led a three-
man team with Culinary Specialists 2nd Class Nelson Malaxi 
and Manuelito Belocura, who earned their spots on the team 
during a ship-wide competition while Blue Ridge was 
underway. 

"I was humbled to take part in the show," said Medina. "I 
wanted to take this opportunity to learn from a master chef but 
I brought my best level of competition with my team 
members." 

The U.S. has a longstanding relationship with Thailand 
going back to the early 19th century. In 1933, the two 
countries signed Treaty of Amity and Commerce, making 
Thailand (then called Siam) the 1st Southeast Asian nation to 
make a formal diplomatic agreement with the U.S. 
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10. Makin Island Sailors, Marines Volunteer At Hong Kong Animal Shelter During Port Visit 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 30 MAY 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class David McKee, USS Makin Island Public Affairs 

HONG KONG -- A group of 24 Sailors and Marines from 
amphibious assault ship USS Makin Island (LHD 8) and 
embarked 11th Marine Expeditionary Unit (MEU) spent a day 
at a local dog shelter as part of a community service project in 
Hong Kong, May 27. 

Sailors and Marines volunteered to bathe dogs and 
perform yard work at the Hong Kong Dog Rescue Center 
during the ship's May 25-28 port visit. 

Hong Kong resident Yaeng Jae, or "Auntie Jae" as she is 
known by volunteers, said she opened the shelter 10 years ago 
and it is now home to more than 400 dogs and 300 cats. 
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Jae said she appreciates the help from the Navy and 
Marine Corps when they make a port visit to Hong Kong, and 
she doesn't know what she would do without their assistance 

"I'm definitely a dog person," said Cmdr. Julie 
Hendrickson, a nurse assigned to the 11th MEU who 
volunteered for the community service project. "I always 
enjoy meeting and connecting with dogs so I was glad to have 
this opportunity to work with animals and help the people who 
are trying to help the dogs." 

Hendrickson said she is also a dog owner who does 
animal rescue work in the San Diego area. Volunteering for a 
community service project that involved dogs was one of the 
highlights of her visit to Hong Kong. 

Other Sailors and Marines who volunteered for the project 
said they enjoyed the opportunity to work with the animals. 

"There's a lot of work to do here," said Gas Turbine 
Systems Technician (Electrical) 3rd Class Brandon Smith. "I 
tried to get them to calm down enough to give them a bath." 

Smith said that at the beginning of the day many of the 
dogs were in need of a lot of care, but by the end of the day 
they were clean and volunteers had also cut the grass at the 
shelter. 

Makin Island Sailors And Marines Help Deliver Food 
To The Elderly During Hong Kong Port Visit 

A group of Sailors and Marines from USS Makin Island 
(LHD 8) and the embarked 11th Marine Expeditionary Unit 
(MEU) joined local volunteers to help deliver bags of food to 
residents of the Kwai-Chung Elderly Center in Hong Kong 
during a community service project May 26. 

A group of 35 Sailors and Marines participated in the 
event as part of the ship's May 25-28 port visit to Hong Kong. 

The project also coincided with local observances of 
Mother's Day, Father's Day and the upcoming Dragon Boat 
festival in June. 

Aviation Boatswain's Mate (Handing) 1st Class Mark 
Higgenbottom, one of the Sailors volunteered for the project, 
said that in addition to bringing food and sundry items to the 
residents he shared his time with men like Cheung Kin Yip. 

Through a translator, Higgenbottom said he got to know 
the 70 year-old man and found out that he enjoys table tennis 
and the Internet. 

"Mr. Yip was hip for an old guy," said Higgenbottom. 
"The guy had a lot of energy and went out of his way to show 
us he stayed active playing table tennis and using the Internet 
to stay in touch with his family and friends." 

Yip lives alone in his apartment, which is about the size 
of a large bedroom in a typical American home and contains a 
living area, bathroom and kitchen. 

Through the translator, he told Higgenbottom that he 
enjoys a simple life of getting up in the morning and checking 
the stock market on the Internet and checking his email and 
Facebook page. 

"It's easier to live on my own," said Yip through the 
translator. "I like my independence." 

Lt. Jeff Perry, a chaplain aboard Makin Island who 
organized the community service project, said he thinks 
community relations projects like helping the elderly foster 
good relations in the communities that the Navy and Marine 
Corps visits. 

"Projects like this put a face on the Navy and Marine 
Corps and helps build a truer and broader image of us and 
shows another side of the military that isn't often shown by the 
media," said Perry. 

The group of Makin Island Sailors and Marines delivered 
food to two communities and another group of volunteers 
spent time at a local dog shelter. More than 2,000 Sailors and 
Marines were able to experience the Hong Kong culture 
during the four-day port visit. 
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11. Live RPG In Marine's Leg 
MEDEVAC Crew's Heroic Rescue 
(CNN 30 MAY 12) ... Brooke Baldwin 

Brooke Baldwin talks to Lt. Commander James Gennari 
of the U.S. Navy Nurses Corps who stabilized a marine that 
had a rocket propelled grenade embedded in his leg. 

The heroic nurse administered pain medication to the 
injured soldier and comforted him as they prepared to 
MEDEVAC the marine to a hospital. 

View Clip (RT: 5:33) 
Transcript From CNN: 
Brooke Baldwin: This is just a stunning story. A story of 

such raw heroism, we had to talk to someone involved. 
I want you to take a good long look at this picture here. 

This was taken in Afghanistan back in January. But we are 
just now learning about this tale today. The marine on the 
gurney isn't just injured here. Inside of him, in his leg he has a 
rocket propelled grenade. This bomb could explode at any 
minute. This guy is at risk of blowing up. Anyone coming near 
him faces the same risk. Fortunately for the corporal, a flight 
unit was willing to take that risk. 

Commander, thank you for hopping on the phone. 
Welcome home, I just want to say that. Wow. Let me just 
begin with this. Given obviously the danger of this live RPG, 

you made a choice. You could have put someone else next to 
this gentleman. Instead, you chose to risk your own life. Why? 

Lt. Commander James Gennari: You know, I think the 
reason that I did it, I didn't give it more than a thought or two, 
but I knew that I'm sent out there by the Marine Corps to save 
lives and he was in danger. I looked at it as my duty and my 
job to go do that. 

Baldwin: How many years have you done this job? And 
have you ever dealt with a live grenade embedded in someone 
that you're removing? 

Gennari: I've been in the Navy for 28 years. I've been a 
nurse since 1993 and a nurse corps officer since 1998. But no, 
no one has come in with live ordnance in them before. 

Baldwin: As you're standing here and looking into this 
marine's eyes, I imagine he's terrified. What did you say to 
him? Did you say anything? 

Gennari: I had a bit of an interaction. He asked why 
everybody was away from him. I said because you have an 
RPG in your leg. I held his hand and realized that he was in a 
lot of danger and I said, I promise I will not leave you until 
that thing is out of your leg. And then we started to talk a little 
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bit and I gave him some pain medication, waiting for the 
explosive ordnance disposal guy to come out. 

Baldwin: So just coming back to what you said, so this 
gentleman had no idea he even had a live grenade in his leg, 
you broke the news to him? 

Gennari: Well, I think he realized it. He was probably in 
and out of awareness. I won't say consciousness, but in and 
out of awareness just because of the shock. But when I told 
him that, he lifted his head and looked at his leg and muttered 
a few things not made for TV. Then we said a few things and I 
gave him pain medication. 

Baldwin: Before we get to this position where we see you 
and someone else working on him across this gurney, I know 
you were on this MEDEVAC helicopter. I imagine it wasn't 
the smoothest ride in the world. How long did that flight itself 
take? And how long did it really feel like? 

Gennari: Actually, to clarify that, I was not the part of 
the crew that took him up. 

Baldwin: You were on the ground afterwards? 
Gennari: Right. He came to our shock trauma platoon. 

But after we took the grenade out, I took him back to a theatre 
hospital. 

Baldwin: Got it. So I know the flight itself was 11 
minutes and I'm sure it felt for folks on that flight much longer 
than that. Explain to me what you had to do to get this live 
grenade out of this lance corporal's leg. 

Gennari: Well, there's a pretty common procedure. First, 
I'm an ER ICU nurse and a fairly common procedure is called 
conscious sedation. You give someone just another narcotics 
and another medication and allow them to maintain their own 
airway and breathe but you make them semiconscious. So I 
was performing conscious sedation but so he could still 
breathe on his own. And the explosive ordnance technician 
then had to physically pull this thing out of his leg. 

Baldwin: Was this easy to pull out, or is this something 
that -- are you yanking this out of his leg? I don't know the 
medical term for that. 

Gennari: It took the EOD Tech three pulls. And he 
pulled it about halfway and we had to readjust and, you know, 
pulled it out two more tugs. 

Baldwin: So that you're watching him tug two times, 
three times - sir, I don't know if you have children. Are you 
thinking of your life flashing before your eyes? What goes 
through your mind in those split seconds? 

Gennari: Well, the truth of it is that I said a prayer and I 
thanked god for everything that I had and I left it alone. I left 

whether or not the grenade was going to blow it up, I left it to 
him and I just worried about keeping the lance corporal's 
airway open. 

Baldwin: So that's the truth of it, you said this prayer. 
And fortunately for all of you involved, you get this grenade 
out. What happened to the grenade? 

Gennari: Well, the explosive ordnance guys took it to 
just outside the base area where it was blown up. And then the 
patient went right inside to where our surgeons -- we have a 
couple of surgeons there and all the other corpsmen and nurses 
worked on them to stop the bleeding. By this time this thing is 
out of him and he's bleeding profusely. So we put -- did a lot 
of care to stop the bleeding. And coincidentally, it was my 
turn to fly MEDEVAC from our position to the big hospital. 
So I had to gear back up again and fly with him. Then again, 
you know, I'm a nurse. Once you put a claim on a patient, the 
patient is yours. So it wasn't a big deal really to fly with him. 

Baldwin: I have such respect for medical personnel and 
nurses in particular. What a job. And I just want to point out 
here, obviously I want to ask about this particular Lance 
Corporal Perez. I'm old told the camera was very, very far 
away. It was only the three of you there and everyone else was 
told to take cover for fear the grenade would go off. How is he 
doing? What did he say to you? 

Gennari: Well, the first time I was able to get a hold of 
him, I think I was still in -- yeah, I was still in Afghanistan. 
And at this time, he was at Bethesda naval hospital. Anyway, I 
got a hold of him and I asked him what he remembered of it. 
And he said he just remembered some guy with -- some older 
guy with glasses and a moustache talking to him. And he said 
he remembered somebody saying that I wouldn't leave him 
until that thing was out of his leg. I said that would be me. 
And he thanked me. He gave me the best award anyone could 
give me. He said you'll always have a special place in my 
heart. I think three weeks -- two or three weeks ago was the 
last time I spoke to him. And he's going through rehab and he 
sounds good. He kept his legs. 

Baldwin: He did? 
Gennari: And I was really pleased about that. Really the 

first patient I ever did a follow-up on. 
Baldwin: Well said, says the older guy with the glasses 

who saved a life there in Afghanistan. That is a tremendous 
story. And I just thank you for your service and again, thank 
you for calling in, Lieutenant Commander James Ginari, 
tremendous story. Thank you. 

View Clip (RT: 5:33) 
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GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
12. Panetta Heads To Asia To Back Allies, Avoid Riling China 
(BLOOMBERG NEWS 30 MAY 12) ... Gopal Ratnam 

Defense Secretary Leon Panetta leaves today on his first 
visit to Asia since the Pentagon said in January it would 
“rebalance” military strategy toward a region President Barack 
Obama has called critical to U.S. interests. 

Panetta’s challenge is to assure the Philippines, Vietnam, 
Singapore and other nations in the region that the U.S. 
supports them while stopping short of confrontation with 
China, according to Stephen Biddle, senior fellow for defense 
policy at the Council on Foreign Relations in Washington. 

“He’s walking a tightrope,” Biddle said in an interview. 
Allies in the region want the U.S. to serve as a counterweight 
as China becomes increasingly assertive in disputes over 
matters such as mineral rights in the South China Sea, he said. 
At the same time, those countries have close economic ties to 
China and don’t want to “get into a conflict with the other 
major power in the region,” Biddle said. 

Panetta will stop in Honolulu, headquarters of the U.S. 
Pacific Command, before traveling to Singapore for an annual 
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Asian security summit, followed by two-day visits to Vietnam 
and India. 

The trip will be the first opportunity for Panetta to explain 
fully how the U.S. strategy will be applied in practice, 
according to defense officials who spoke to reporters 
yesterday on condition of anonymity because many of the 
consultations will be in private. 

In January, the Pentagon released its strategic guidance 
that cited U.S. economic and security interests extending from 
the Western Pacific and East Asia to the Indian Ocean region 
and South Asia. It said the U.S. military will “rebalance 
toward the Asia-Pacific region.” 

Risk Of Friction 
In the absence of clarity, the strategy may be seen as an 

effort to contain China, and such “a rivalry will increase 
friction and conflict,” Singapore’s Defense Minister Ng Eng 
Hen said at a conference in April in Washington. 

Panetta portrayed the strategy as one of both wariness 
toward China and collaboration in a speech yesterday to 
graduating midshipmen at the U.S. Naval Academy in 
Annapolis, Maryland. 

“China’s military is growing and modernizing,” Panetta 
said. “We must be vigilant. We must be strong. We must be 
prepared to confront any challenge. But the key to that region 
is going to be to develop a new era of defense cooperation 
between our countries, one in which our military shares 
security burdens in order to advance peace.” 

The U.S. strategy was described as a “pivot to new 
realities” by Secretary of State Hillary Clinton, who said in a 
November article in “Foreign Policy” magazine that it began a 
long-term engagement with allies in the region. 

‘Gratuitously Offended’ 
Since then, U.S. officials including Panetta have said the 

new strategy isn’t a pivot away from concerns such as turmoil 
in the Middle East or from allies including the 27-state 
European Union. 

“Enlightenment was advanced when administration 
leaders realized they had gratuitously offended European allies 
and gratuitously provided Beijing’s hawks with ammunition to 
argue that America was formally and openly instituting a 
policy of containing China,” Leslie Gelb, president emeritus 
of the Council on Foreign Relations in New York, wrote in a 
May 20 article on the Daily Beast website. 

Panetta will speak at the annual Shangri-La Dialogue in 
Singapore organized by the International Institute for Strategic 
Studies, a London-based policy group. During the two-day 
conference, Panetta also plans to meet with his counterparts 
from Singapore, the Philippines, Thailand, Australia, Vietnam, 
Brunei and India, the defense officials said yesterday. 

Conference In Singapore 
Army General Martin Dempsey, chairman of the Joint 

Chiefs of Staff, and Admiral Samuel Locklear, commander of 
the U.S. Pacific Command, are also among U.S. defense 
leaders who will attend the Singapore meeting, the officials 
said. 

In Vietnam, Panetta will meet with his counterpart, 
Defense Minister Phung Quang Thanh, to discuss 
implementing a defense memorandum of understanding the 
two countries signed last year, the defense officials said. 

The agreement made in September calls for regular top-
level meetings as well as cooperation on maritime security, 
search and rescue, peacekeeping activities and humanitarian 
aid and disaster relief. 

Closer military relations between the two countries, 
including sales of equipment, are being held back because of 
U.S. concerns about human-rights abuses in Vietnam, said 
Murray Hiebert, a Southeast Asia analyst at the Center for 
Strategic and International Studies in Washington. 

Vietnam Human Rights 
Last year, Vietnam convicted 33 bloggers and rights 

activists of crimes for expressing political and religious 
beliefs, New York-based Human Rights Watch said on Jan. 
11. Authorities arrested at least 27 other activists and held two 
in detention for more than a year without trial, the group said. 

Improved military relations with the U.S. would help 
Vietnam gain better understanding of events in the South 
China Sea, Hiebert said. 

Vietnam and China have clashed over oil exploration 
rights in the sea. China’s neighbors reject its map of the sea as 
a basis for oil and gas development. 

Oil reserves in the South China Sea may be as much as 
213 billion barrels, according to Chinese studies cited in 2008 
by the U.S. Energy Information Administration. 

In India, Panetta plans to meet with officials led by Prime 
Minister Manmohan Singh and Defense Minister A.K. 
Antony, according to the Pentagon. 

Goal In India 
Panetta’s goal in India is to find ways for more routine 

technical cooperation, the U.S. defense officials said. 
India is the only country mentioned as a partner in the 

Pentagon’s January strategy document and is one of the 
biggest buyers of U.S. weapons. U.S. arms sales are a “big 
part” of U.S.-India cooperation, Nancy Powell, the U.S. 
ambassador to India said in a May 18 speech in New Delhi. 

India may order as much as $8 billion in U.S. military 
equipment, in addition to the $8 billion it already has acquired, 
said Karl Inderfurth, who holds the Wadhwani Chair in U.S.-
India Policy Studies at the Center for Strategic and 
International Studies. 

India also holds more joint military exercises annually 
with the U.S. than any other nation, about 50 a year, Inderfurth 
said. 

India has no intention of “putting all their defense eggs in 
one basket,” said Inderfurth, who has served as the U.S. 
assistant secretary of state for South Asian affairs. “Indians 
have a view of strategic autonomy and have no desire to enter 
a pact with the U.S.” 

India has made clear to the U.S. that it will not be part of 
any regional group or coalition aimed at containing China, 
Inderfurth said. 

Return to Index 
 

13. Philippines, China Still Miles Apart On Shoal Issue 
(PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 30 MAY 12) ... Jerry E. Esplanada 

More than three weeks after they resumed talks, the 
Philippines and China have yet to find a temporary solution to 

their dispute over the Panatag (Scarborough) Shoal in the 
West Philippine Sea (South China Sea). 
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But Foreign Secretary Albert del Rosario has indicated 
that diplomats from the two countries are not giving up. “It’s a 
work in progress,” he said Wednesday in a text message to the 
Philippine Daily Inquirer. 

“We continue to seek a peaceful solution in addressing 
the current impasse through diplomatic consultations,” Del 
Rosario said. 

Asked about the two countries’ relations, he said, “We 
would like to believe that the Philippines and China will 
adhere to our Beijing agreement on treating contentious issues 
separately as we endeavor to move our bilateral agenda 
forward.” 

Sometime in mid-2011, Del Rosario flew to China on the 
invitation of Chinese Foreign Secretary Yang Jiechi amid 
rising tensions over the two countries’ conflicting claims in 
the Spratlys group of islands in the West Philippine Sea. 

Del Rosario and Yang discussed the maritime disputes 
between the Philippines and China and agreed “not to let them 
affect the broader picture of friendship and cooperation 
between the two countries.” 

Last week, the Department of Foreign Affairs (DFA) said 
in a statement that Manila was “committed to efforts aimed at 
defusing the tensions” in Scarborough Shoal, which the 
Philippines calls Bajo de Masinloc and Panatag Shoal. On the 
other hand, China refers to Scarborough as Huangyan Island. 

“Talks are continuing between DFA and Chinese 
Embassy officials,” the DFA said. “However, we have 
received reports from the Coast Guard that there is an 
increasing number and pattern of Chinese government vessels 
and fishing boats in the area … The Philippines protests these 
actions as clear violations of Philippine sovereignty and 
jurisdiction over the shoal and sovereign rights over the 
Philippines’ exclusive economic zone (EEZ) that covers the 
waters around Bajo de Masinloc.” 

The DFA said “these actions of China are also in violation 
of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations-China 
Declaration of Conduct in the South China Sea.” 

At the same time, the foreign office demanded that 
China’s vessels “immediately pull out from Bajo de Masinloc 
and the Philippines’ EEZ and for China to refrain from taking 
further actions that may exacerbate the situation in the West 
Philippine Sea.” 

Early this month, Del Rosario disclosed that the two sides 
had resumed consultations to break the stalemate over Panatag 
Shoal. 

Del Rosario did not disclose the negotiation points, but 
going by China’s reported “requirement”—that Chinese public 
service ships at the shoal not to be disturbed—the 
consultations would lead to, at best, temporary agreements 
that would allow the two sides to disengage without losing 
face. 

He also did not say how Manila was responding to 
Beijing’s demand. But he indicated that both sides did not 
expect to reach a lasting solution to the dispute this early. 

“A diplomatic result ending the current impasse in Bajo 
de Masinloc, which we hope can be achieved, will at best be a 
temporary one,” Del Rosario said. “Ultimately, we will need 
an overall solution.” 

Del Rosario has repeatedly said the West Philippine Sea 
remains a core national interest for the country, and 
“diplomatically, we are working to ensure that what is ours is 
ours, and a rules-based approach would be the only legitimate 
and viable way of addressing disputes.” 

Citing the DFA’s comprehensive “overall plan” in 
promoting national security, Del Rosario said he was 
confident the Philippines could settle peacefully its Panatag 
Shoal dispute with China, as well as other West Philippine 
Sea-related issues. 
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14. Pakistan Navy's Annual Safety Review Held 
(LAHORE DAILY TIMES (PAKISTAN)) 31 MAY 12) 

KARACHI: Pakistan Navy Annual Safety Review for the 
year 2011 was held at Bahria Auditorium here on Wednesday. 

Chief of the Naval Staff, Admiral Mohammad Asif 
Sandila, was the chief guest on the occasion. The safety 
review is held every year with an aim to monitor the safety 
standards at various Pakistan Navy units and to create safety 
awareness. Through detailed analysis of past incidents, 
pertinent lessons are drawn based on which active measures 
are initiated to avoid recurrence. 

Addressing the ceremony, Sandila expressed his 
satisfaction over the positive change of enhanced safety 
culture within Pakistan Navy. The naval chief was assertive of 
the fact that safety and operational preparedness were closely 
linked to each other. Intrinsically, safety being a state of mind 
should be an integral part of all organizations and institutions. 

The naval chief added that though it was practically 
impossible to eliminate the human factor from daily life, it 
could be minimised through consistent efforts at all levels. He 
reiterated that we must work upon bringing up a culture where 
one should accept his mistake and let others know not to 
repeat the same mistake. "We must give confidence to our 
men to operate independently with their utmost conviction 
towards safety adherence and safe working practices. 

Earlier, Commander Pakistan Fleet, Vice Admiral 
Muhammad Zakaullah, received the chief guest on his arrival 
at Bahria Auditorium. In the end, the chief guest gave away 
the safety trophies and congratulated all the safety winners. 
PNS Badar received trophy in destroyer squadron, while 
Submarine Hamza was declared winner in Submarine 
squadron. The 333 squadron grabbed the trophy in aviation 
category. staff report 
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15. Russia To Reopen Arctic Airbases 
(RIA NOVOSTI 30 MAY 12) 

ST. PETERSBURG -- Selected air units of Russia’s 
Western military district will start this year preparations to 
return to abandoned Arctic airfields, the commander of the 

district’s aviation Maj. Gen. Igor Makushev said on 
Wednesday. 
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Military airfields in the Arctic were used extensively in 
the Soviet era, but after the collapse of the Soviet Union in 
1991 they have been generally mothballed. 

“We will start reopening airfields on Novaya Zemlya and 
in Naryan-Mar as early as this summer,” Makushev told a 
news conference in St. Petersburg. 

Plans for next year include the reopening of a military 
airfield on Graham Bell Island, which is part of Franz Josef 
Land. 

Russia has announced plans to deploy a combined-arms 
force to protect its political and economic interests in the 
Arctic region by 2020, including military, border and coastal 
guard units to guarantee Russia's military security in diverse 
military and political circumstances. 

Russian Defense Minister Anatoly Serdyukov said in July 
2011 that two arctic brigades would be stationed in 
“Murmansk or Arkhangelsk or some other place.” 

View Arctic Claims Map 
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16. Russia Floats Out New Corvette 
(RIA NOVOSTI 30 MAY 12) 

ST. PETERSBURG -- St. Petersburg's Severnaya Verf 
shipyard floated out a new stealth corvette for the Russian 
Navy at an official ceremony on Wednesday. 

The Stoyky is the fourth Project 20380 or Steregushchy 
class corvette designed by the Almaz Central Marine Design 
Bureau. The ship is expected to join Russia’s Baltic Fleet in 
November 2013 after a series of sea trials. 

The first Project 20380 corvette, the Steregushchy, was 
put into service with the Baltic Fleet in October 2008 and the 
second, the Soobrazitelny, joined the Russian Navy in October 
2011. 

The third ship of the same series, the Boyky, is 
undergoing sea trials to be commissioned in November 2012. 

The Steregushchy class corvette is capable of engaging 
enemy surface ships, submarines and aircraft, and providing 

naval gunfire support for beach landings. Advanced stealth 
technology is used to reduce the ship's radar, acoustic, 
infrared, magnetic and visual signatures. 

Russia plans to have up to 30 vessels of this class to 
ensure the protection of its coastal waters, as well as its oil and 
gas transportation routes, especially in the Black and the 
Baltic seas. 

Each corvette has a displacement of 2,000 metric tons, 
maximum speed of 27 knots, and a crew of 100. 

The ship's armament includes Kh-35 (SS-N-25 
Switchblade) anti-ship cruise missiles, a 100-mm gun, a 
variety of air-defense and anti-submarine systems, and a Ka-
27 Helix ASW helicopter. 
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17. Tech Ashore Halves U.K. Sub Training Time 
(DEFENSE NEWS 30 MAY 12) ... Alan Dron 

LONDON — Synthetic familiarization training cuts in 
half the amount of time new British submariners require to get 
to grips with their new vessel, speakers said at the ITEC 2012 
conference here. 

New crew members due to join HMS Astute, the lead 
vessel of the U.K. Royal Navy’s latest class of nuclear-
powered attack submarines, are introduced to the vessel via a 
shore-based immersive 3-D walkthrough system, said Steve 
Young, director of submarine training at Babcock 
International Group. Babcock International is Britain’s largest 
engineering support services company. 

The synthetic training helps the Royal Navy cope with a 
shortage of seagoing platforms for new submariners, 
according to Young. The shrinking number of Royal Navy 
vessels, following a series of defense cuts over the years, has 
meant that seagoing berths are at a premium. 

Trainees use a Microsoft Xbox controller and a suite of 
films and 3-D animations to move around a synthetic 
representation of Astute. The system also is used to teach new 
crew members drills to deal with emergencies such as 
firefighting, flooding, pipe bursts and hydraulic leaks. 

“The benefits are reduced training time for familiarization 
of the layout of the submarine and the location of key 
equipment,” Young said. 

This provides basic improvements such as freeing 
experienced personnel from the time-consuming task of 
escorting new crew members to different departments of the 
submarine — or even the heads — during their early days on 
board. 

Astute’s captain, Young said, reported that the time 
needed for new crew members to reach an acceptable level of 
familiarization dropped from seven weeks to between three 
and four as a result of the synthetic training they received 
before going aboard. 

It also is popular with the trainees and encourages 
learning and retention, he added. This is particularly important 
when the shore training course lasts only 10 weeks and must 
to cater to a wide range of educational needs. 

Young said the Royal Navy is looking at expanding the 
training to two older classes of submarines, the Trafalgar-class 
nuclear powered attack subs and the Vanguard-class nuclear 
ballistic missile subs. 
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PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
18. Senators OK Broad Study On Pay, Benefits 
Panel shuts down DoD plan for giant hikes in Tricare fees 
(NAVY TIMES 04 JUN 12) ... Rick Maze 
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The Senate Armed Services Committee approved a 
sweeping 26-month independent study of military pay and 
benefits that could lead to long-term changes in compensation. 

In the near term, however, the move is mainly a way to 
deflect Pentagon efforts to cut personnel costs by raising 
health care fees and capping military pay raises. 

The committee's version of the 2013 defense 
authorization bill would create a nine-member commission — 
five with active-duty experience — to study pay and benefits. 
But because of the time it would take for the bill to pass and 
commission members to be appointed, any reductions in 
military benefits would be delayed until at least 2015. 

Meanwhile, the $631.4 billion defense bill would 
authorize a 1.7 percent basic pay raise next year along with an 
expected 3.4 percent boost in food allowances, an average 4.2 
percent increase in housing allowances, and the continuation 
of more than 30 special pays and bonuses. 

The committee rejected a Pentagon plan for dramatic 
increases in Tricare fees for retirees and their families but let 
stand a similar plan for increases in pharmacy co-pays that 
would apply to active duty dependents and retirees and their 
families. 

Aides who spoke on condition of anonymity said the 
committee could not find the money to offset the $28 billion in 
savings over 10 years that the Pentagon claims it would 
achieve by increasing beneficiary co-pays on brand-name and 
nonformulary drugs. 

The House Armed Services Committee, however, came 
up with such a plan in its version of the bill, which means the 
issue will have to be reconciled in conference later this year. 

The House and Senate versions of the defense bill have 
hundreds of other differences, including a disagreement about 
how much to spend on defense in 2013. The Senate bill 
exactly matches the Obama administration request, while the 
House bill spends $4 billion more at the insistence of House 
Republicans. 

Debate Over The Pay Panel 
The pay commission is another issue to be negotiated. 
The Defense Department wants a presidential commission 

to look at one issue — military retired pay. The House Armed 
Services Committee balked at the idea for two reasons: The 
proposed makeup of the commission would minimize the 
number of members with military experience, and the panel's 
recommendations would be put on a legislative fast track so 
Congress could vote only for or against the final proposals, 
without any modifications. 

House lawmakers, unwilling to cede that much authority 
to an unelected commission, did not approve the plan in their 
bill. 

The Senate proposal would widen the scope of the study, 
require five members to have military experience and require 
public hearings and the opportunity to comment on any 
recommendations about changing pay before they are 
finalized. 

However, it also includes legislative fast-track 
procedures: Final recommendations would be sent to 
Congress, introduced as formal bills in the House and Senate, 
and come to a vote within 60 days. 

Those details, and the idea of creating the commission, 
are subject to change as Congress works on the bill. 

The Fate Of Tricare Fees 
No longer on the table — unless DoD can orchestrate a 

reversal of opinion on both armed services committees — is 
the proposal to raise enrollment fees and deductibles for 
retirees under age 65, including income-based enrollment fees 
for Tricare Prime and Tricare for Life. 

That doesn't mean all fee increases are off the table, 
however. Last year, when Congress rejected a different 
Pentagon plan to dramatically raise health care fees for 
retirees, lawmakers instead created a process under which fees 
may rise each Oct. 1 by the amount of the annual cost-of-
living adjustment in military retired pay. 

The most recent retiree COLA was 3.6 percent, which 
means annual Tricare Prime fees will rise Oct. 1 to $269 for 
individuals and $539 for families. However, for most people, 
these fees will represent a 17 percent hike over what they are 
now paying, because people who were enrolled in Tricare 
Prime before Oct. 1, 2011, were temporarily paying a lower 
rate. 

The 17 percent increase may sound like a lot, but DoD's 
plan for tiered enrollment fees would have been far higher. It 
proposed setting the 2013 fees at $600 for family coverage for 
the lowest tier and $820 for the highest tier and, over five 
years, would have raised the Tricare Prime enrollment fees to 
$893 for the lowest tier and $2,048 for the highest tier. 

Also no longer in play is a Pentagon request for two more 
rounds of politically unpopular base closings, after both armed 
services committees refused to authorize a new commission. 

Rep. Claire McCaskill, D-Mo., chairwoman of the House 
Armed Services Committee's readiness panel, said closing 
bases could be postponed for several years. 

"We do not yet have a clear vision of our force posture as 
we draw down our forces [overseas]. This should be 
resolved"before any domestic base closures, McCaskill said. 
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19. Navy Considers Senior Chief Rating 
(NAVY TIMES 04 JUN 12) ... Mark D. Faram 

Navy officials want to expand the command senior chief 
program and will convene a panel in June to consider whether 
these E-8s should have their own rating. 

It's part of an overall effort to grow command-level senior 
enlisted leaders earlier in their career, but it isn't yet tied to an 
expansion of that program to more commands, nor is it 
designed to make it as universal as the chief of the boat 
program on submarines. Right now, it's meant only to increase 
the pool of senior enlisted leaders. 

The command senior chief program was created in 2005, 
when the first board met and the first CSCs were placed on 
minesweepers. Many have moved on from that program to 
become full-fledged command master chiefs. Navy officials 
are looking for ways to make that relationship and progression 
more formal. 

"This isn't an attempt to duplicate the COB program in the 
submarine community … but there are some very good parts 
to that program that can be adapted to the rest of the Navy, 
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though," said Fleet Master Chief (SW/AW/ SCW) Scott 
Benning, senior enlisted adviser to the chief of naval 
personnel. 

He said the Navy is looking at creating a new rating for 
command senior chiefs to help E-8s get the experience they 
need to become a command master chief before they make E-
9 — something that's becoming harder to do. 

On average, he said, it takes 21.5 years to make master 
chief. In addition, the number of master chiefs Navy-wide has 
declined over recent years along with the rest of the enlisted 
workforce. By law, E-9s can make up no more than 1 percent 
of the enlisted workforce in any of the military services. 

Those in the command senior chief program advanced to 
E-9 at a rate of 55 percent this year, a much higher rate than 
the 9.6 percent of E-8s advancing Navy-wide. 

They also retain their rating at which they made senior 
chief. But that creates a problem — once they are detailed into 
a CSC billet, they are no longer available for assignment by 
their rating detailer. 

In addition, once a command senior chief makes E-9, he 
can apply to convert into the command master chief rating and 
is moved into a CMC billet as soon as possible. Those sailors 
also have the option of returning to their rating for assignment. 

That often leaves command senior chief billets vacant, so 
this year the board picked 74 potential command senior chiefs 
— 66 on active duty and eight in the full-time support and 
selected reserve communities. That's three times the number 
picked last year. 

Billets in the command senior chief program also are 
expected to grow as more littoral combat ships enter the fleet. 
Each LCS will carry an E-8 as senior enlisted leader. 

Master Chief Petty Officer of the Navy (SS/SW) Rick 
West, who has championed expansion of the command senior 
chief program during his time as the Navy's top enlisted sailor, 
notes that "a larger portion of E-9s are serving as CMCs now 
than ever before." 

Not A 'Quick Process' 
Benning has convened a panel of fleet, force and other 

master chiefs in June to begin the process of looking at 
whether CSCs should be a separate rating, such as their E-9 
counterparts in the CMC rating. But they'll also look at other 
options as well. 

"This won't be a quick process, and we don't expect to 
make any hard and fast decisions immediately," he said. 

But the bottom line is to start growing more senior 
enlisted leaders earlier, Benning said. 

"Based on these realities, it made sense that we have a 
pool of candidates who can be drawn from as the need arises. 
It's unfortunate that we don't have a billet for these sailors 
right now, but it's prudent for us to have people identified and 
waiting in the wings for their chance," he said. 

"There's a learning curve to working at the CMC and 
progressively higher levels, so the earlier in your career you 
start, the better." 
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20. 50,000 And Counting: Navy Celebrates Nuclear Training Program Milestone 
(THE SARATOGIAN 30 MAY 12) ... Paul Post 

WEST MILTON, N.Y. — From Whitehall — the 
birthplace of the U.S. Navy — to the highly decorated aircraft 
carrier USS Saratoga, upstate New York has a long connection 
to naval history. 

One of the biggest chapters in that ongoing story took 
shape at the dawn of the Nuclear Age with development of the 
3,900-acre Kesselring site’s Naval Nuclear Power Training 
Unit in West Milton. 

In March, the program’s 50,000th graduate, MM3 Jenna 
Swindt, completed her training there, and on Tuesday top 
naval and government officials turned out to mark the 
milestone with hundreds of Sailors and civilian employees 
looking on. 

“This is hard work, this is tough shore duty, but what you 
are doing is making a real difference about what our future 
Navy is going to look like,” said Adm. Kirkland H. Donald, 
the Navy’s nuclear propulsion program director. “In our 
business, the reward for a hard job well done is another hard 
job. That’s what we’ve got waiting for you out in the fleet.” 

Kesselring is one of only two training sites where students 
learn how to operate the Navy’s fleet of nuclear submarines 
and aircraft carriers. The other is in Charleston, S.C. 

Donald praised Saratoga County for supporting the 
program and its Sailors and reaffirmed the Navy’s 
commitment to health, safety and environmental issues at the 
site. 

“We recognize that we would not be able to operate here 
if we did not have the confidence of the population here,” he 

said. “It’s a trust that we do not take lightly. It’s a trust we 
have to earn every day.” 

Kesselring graduates about 1,200 to 1,300 Sailors per 
year, in six or seven classes of 100 to 140 students each. 
Sailors spend 24 weeks going through the rigorous program. 

“Our carriers and submarines cannot go to sea without the 
men and women and training we provide here,” said Capt. 
Brian Ford, the West Milton training unit’s commanding 
officer. “The clock has already started ticking on the next 
50,000.” 

Swindt was working as an EMT back home in Santa 
Rosa, Calif., before deciding to join the challenging program. 
Most Sailors have no idea what number graduate they are. 
Swindt said she was called into a superior’s office who gave 
her the news that she was the 50,000th. 

“It was a surprise,” she said. “It took a lot of hard work. 
It’s a great sense of accomplishment.” 

She said she plans to stay on at Kesselring as an instructor 
for the next two years. 

Thomas D’Agostino is under secretary for nuclear 
security and administrator of the National Nuclear Security 
Administration. He told how his lifelong dream was to 
become a Navy fighter pilot and how he was at first dismayed 
to be hand-picked for the nuclear program instead. 

As fate would have it, however, D’Agostino said it turned 
out to be one of the best things that ever happened to him. 
“Shipmates are thrown together by duty, but bound together 
by admiration and common purpose,” he said. “We are 
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shipmates here. In a world where people complain about lack 
of meaning, your work has real meaning.” 

The program’s most famous graduate is former President 
Jimmy Carter, who trained and taught at West Milton under 
Adm. Hyman Rickover, founder of the Navy’s atomic 
submarine program. Carter was one of the naval officers who 
collaborated with General Electric Co. employees on 

constructing one of the prototype nuclear plants that Sailors 
train in. 

“When I look out at the dress whites and see the promise 
of hope in the eyes of our Sailors, I feel a strength for this 
nation,” U.S. Rep. Paul Tonko, D-Amsterdam, told those 
gathered. “You are a powerful statement. Make no mistake 
about it.” 

View Clip (RT: 1:41) 
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21. Unemployed Veterans Skilled In Doing Jobs, Not In Finding Them 
A Monster.com survey finds employers and veterans agree: Departing military personnel have civilian job 
skills. Language, however, is a problem. One hurdle is translating military jargon. 
(CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR 30 MAY 12) ... Mary Wiltenburg 

BALTIMORE -- Veterans today are having a harder time 
finding jobs than most Americans – but why? They leave the 
military with sought-after skills. Most are willing to move for 
the right job. Employers who hire them overwhelmingly say 
they’re glad they did. 

So what’s the problem? In April, Monster.com, the 
world’s largest job-search site, and its subsidiary 
Military.com, the biggest online resource for current and 
former service members, surveyed 900 employers and more 
than 900 returning veterans in an effort to find out. 

Their results, released Wednesday in their second, 
semiannual Veterans Talent Index (VTI), found that majorities 
of both veterans and employers feel that men and women are 
leaving the military well prepared to do civilian jobs, but 
badly prepared to land them. 

“There’s a communication gap here,” says T.L. 
McCreary, president of Military.com. “It seems like the 
veteran and the employer talking past each other, at times.” 

One hurdle is learning to speak with less military jargon. 
Take the example of a Navy fire controlman, the person 

who operates a ship’s weapons systems and fires its missiles. 
On discharge, if he sends a resume full of military acronyms 
and Tomahawk missiles to a computer or electronics 
company, he’s unlikely to even get an interview. Translated 
into civilian language, though, his qualifications could be 
perfect, since his day-to-day military work was operating, 
maintaining, and repairing sophisticated microcomputers. 
Whether the veteran can spell that out could mean the 
difference between a good job and an unemployment statistic. 

“There’s misunderstanding on both sides of the aisle,” 
says Jason Hansman, membership director for the nonprofit 
Iraq and Afghanistan Veterans of America. 

“When less than one percent of the population has served, 
it’s hard for the other 99 percent to relate to their experience 
and then be like: ‘Yes, this person can help my bottom line.’ ” 

But there’s a great need to bridge that gap – on both sides. 
Since Sept. 11, 2001, 2.7 million U.S. veterans have served in 
the military. According to the Bureau of Labor Statistics, their 
unemployment rate is 9.2 percent – compared with 7.6 percent 
of nonveterans – and young workers and women suffer even 
higher rates. Over a million more Iraq and Afghanistan-era 
veterans are expected to return to civilian life in the next five 
years. 

The Veterans Talent Index reports that many come home 
with the very training employers seek: information technology 
skills, or management experience. Ninety-nine percent of 
employers who have hired veterans say they did their jobs as 
well or better than civilian counterparts, and 99 percent would 
recommend hiring a veteran. 

Veterans, too, feel relatively confident about their 
abilities; 75 percent agree that their military skills are valuable 
in civilian careers. But they despair of actually getting those 
jobs: just 29 percent said they are confident about finding 
work that suits them. 

This frustration is one reason President Obama’s “To Do 
List” for Congress includes a proposed Veterans Jobs Corps, 
which he plans to highlight again Friday on a visit to a 
Minnesota manufacturing plant. The legislation would help 
Iraq and Afghanistan veterans get jobs as police officers, 
firefighters, and otherwise serving their communities. 

Other existing programs seek to improve veterans’ ability 
to transition to the civilian workforce. Only 39 percent of 
employers tell VTI that “veterans or those with prior military 
experience are prepared for a career transition out of the 
military;” while 47 percent of veterans say they felt prepared 
for the transition. 

The “VOW to Hire Heroes Act,” which the president 
signed in November, made the Defense Department’s 
Transition Assistance Program mandatory for returning 
veterans. But the jobs training portion is just a sliver of the 
broad program. 

VTI authors see this as a useful first step, but suggest 
major changes to the job transition program. It shouldn’t 
consist of an outdated slideshow in a classroom, they say. It 
should aim to get service members up to speed on all the 
online search and networking tools their civilian peers, and 
competition, are using: Monster.com, CareerBuilder.com, 
Facebook, and LinkedIn, as well as military skills translators 
and resume building sites.  

“Most of what we see the transition assistance program 
doing is training people how to get out – not how to get 
ahead,” says Mr. McCreary, himself a retired Navy rear 
admiral. “The military spends billions of dollars a year on 
training; it wouldn’t hurt for them to train people for this 
transition to the level they train you for everything else.” 
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FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
22. Pentagon’s Asia-Pacific Strategy Elevates Navy Role In Aerial Surveillance 
(NATIONAL DEFENSE 30 MAY 12) ... Sandra Erwin 

The Predator drones that for a decade have been the 
weapons of choice of the U.S. military soon will be démodé. 
As the Pentagon prepares an ambitious “air-sea battle” plan to 
face well-armed adversaries in Asia or the Middle East, it is 
shopping for more sophisticated spy aircraft that can survive 
in hostile airspace and stay aloft for days without being 
detected. 

“We need to persist over the battle space and be 
survivable,” said Mark Gunzinger, a military analyst at the 
Center for Strategic and Budgetary Assessments. 

In the world of military strategy, the so-called ISR 
mission (intelligence, surveillance and reconnaissance) has 
over the past decade been elevated from a support role to an 
essential component of any military operation. The 
performance of ISR systems can be just as important to the 
outcome of a conflict as bombs and bullets. 

The preponderance of current ISR equipment, however, is 
not suitable for war in contested airspace where enemies might 
deploy surface-to-air missiles, radar and other air defenses. 
The Pentagon already has begun to slow down purchases of 
Air Force Predator and Reaper unmanned aerial vehicles, and 
is looking for both the Air Force and the Navy to invest in 
stealthier, high-altitude long-endurance systems. 

That transition is likely to take many years and, according 
to analysts, could shift the ISR balance of power from the Air 
Force to the Navy. 

The U.S. Navy has embarked on an ambitious plan to 
modernize its surveillance aircraft fleet in the coming decade. 
It is buying a mix of advanced manned and unmanned spy 
aircraft that could put the Navy on equal standing with the Air 
Force as a key provider of tactical and strategic intelligence 
for the United States. 

The centerpieces of the Navy’s ISR fleet — the P-8 
Poseidon maritime surveillance jet and the unmanned RQ-4 
broad area maritime surveillance aircraft — are on track to 
possibly outpace the Air Force’s capabilities, said aerospace 
industry consultant Rebecca Grant. 

The Navy has “quietly and orderly proceeded with 
programs that are going to give it 200 ISR aircraft,” Grant 
said. 

The Obama administration’s budget request for fiscal year 
2013 includes funding for 83 P-8s and 16 RQ-4s. The 
projected size of the P-8 fleet is 115 and the R-Q4 BMAS 
should reach 68 aircraft. The Navy also is seeking to buy other 
surveillance drones over the next five years, including 34 MQ-
8 unmanned helicopters and 15 smaller UAVs. 

Grant said it is entirely possible that the Navy will end up 
with a more advanced ISR fleet than the Air Force, 
particularly if the Air Force follows through on its recent 
decision to terminate the acquisition of 26 RQ-4 Block 30 
Global Hawk UAVs and, instead, acquire 11 Block 40 
variants. 

Former Chief of Staff of the Air Force retired Gen. 
Ronald Fogleman told a recent gathering of Air Force 
contractors that he worried that the Navy might be in a 
stronger position to handle high-altitude, long-endurance ISR 
missions in Asia-Pacific than the Air Force, which historically 

has been responsible for that task. “This is something to 
watch,” Fogleman said. 

Grant, who wrote a study that criticizes the Air Force for 
walking away from the Block 30 aircraft and for not having a 
plan to replace aging E-8 Joint Stars manned surveillance 
planes, said that if the Navy’s ISR fleet continues to grow, it 
might have to fill the gap left by the Air Force. “As they 
become the largest ISR fleet, will Navy assets be available for 
global tasking?” she asked. 

The Air Force, Grant said, could be ceding an important 
national security role to the Navy as intelligence agencies and 
regional military commanders heighten demand for overhead 
imagery and video. 

The Air Force operates more than 200 Predator and 
Reaper unmanned aircraft, but those fly at lower altitudes and 
have less endurance than Global Hawk or BAMS. 

“The UAV force we have today isn’t what we need for 
air-sea battle or for war in the Gulf,” said Gunzinger. “I 
imagine people at the Pentagon are worried about where they 
are going to park all the Predators and Reapers that they have 
coming back from the wars.” 

Military officials have sought to downplay any potential 
turf battle between the services and have hinted that, in the 
face of shrinking budgets, it might be time for more “joint 
ISR” efforts in the future. 

Air Force Chief of Staff Gen. Norton Schwartz said there 
is room in the high-altitude ISR world for both the Navy and 
the Air Force. “I think that [Chief of Naval Operations Adm.] 
Jon Greenert will tell you that he can’t do both the maritime P-
8 mission and the entire GMTI [Ground Moving Target 
Indicator] mission overland,” he told a recent conference at 
the Stimson Center, in Washington, D.C. 

Regardless of which service operates what aircraft, 
economic realities might call for more efficiency in ISR 
operations. Analysts have suggested it might be time for Navy 
and Air Force to combine their assets and continue to do their 
ISR missions but for less cost. 

A study by the nonpartisan Center for a New American 
Security proposed, as one of many cost-cutting 
recommendations for the entire Defense Department, that the 
Navy reduce its BAMS buy by 50 percent, and rely more on 
Air Force Global Hawk Block 40. CNAS analysts said there is 
too much “unnecessary redundancy” in high-altitude ISR 
programs. 

An even bigger money saver would be to transition ISR 
missions from pricey UAVs to airships, said Frost & Sullivan 
aerospace and defense industry analyst Mike Blades. High-
altitude vehicles such as Global Hawk have grown far more 
expensive than the military initially forecast, he said. Global 
Hawk, in its genesis, was about building a $10 million drone 
that could do the job of a $100 million manned aircraft. But as 
more features and sensors were added to the vehicle, its price 
tag soared to $85 million. According to a Government 
Accountability Office report, its true cost (including research 
and development) is more than $200 million a copy. 

“Lighter than air dirigibles are cheaper and can stay up for 
days. That’s the kind of thing you’re going to see,” said 
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Blades. The Navy’s BAMS can stay on station for up to 34 
hours. 

Both the Air Force and the Navy should consider 
alternative systems for high-altitude ISR, he said. 

Boeing Phantom Works, for instance, unveiled a Phantom 
Eye UAV that promises up to four days of endurance at 
65,000 feet (about the same as Global Hawk). 

Another contender is AeroVironment’s Global Observer, 
which flies at 65,000 feet for five to seven days 

Several companies, such as Lockheed Martin, MAV6 and 
Northrop Grumman, are developing unmanned airships for 
long- to extremely-long endurance missions of more than 30 
days. 
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23. Panetta’s Asian Tour Could Be Boon For U.S. Defense Industry 
(NATIONAL DEFENSE 30 MAY 12) ... Sandra Erwin 

Defense Secretary Leon Panetta kicks off a nine-day tour 
through Asia during which he will speak at length about U.S. 
plans to expand military presence in the area, and about his 
desire to strengthen ties in the region. 

Although no trade delegation will be joining him on this 
trip, sales of big-ticket weaponry will be part of the agenda. 
The five largest arms importers over the past five years — 
India, South Korea, Pakistan, China and Singapore — are 
Asian powers, and account for 30 percent of global weapon 
sales. An accelerating arms race in Asia is seen by the Obama 
administration as an opportunity to boost U.S. manufacturers 
and help bolster economic growth. 

Defense cooperation across the board, including possible 
sales of U.S. weaponry, will be the focus of Panetta’s two-day 
stop in Delhi next week, where he will meet with India’s 
Defense Minister AK Antony. 

India’s military now accounts for 10 percent of global 
arms imports, according to the latest data reported by SIPRI, a 
Swedish research center. 

“U.S.-India defense ties are extremely important,” said a 
senior defense official who briefed reporters May 29. “We see 
India as a partner with which we have a lot of common 
interests.” He noted that India is the only country that is 
mentioned specifically in the Pentagon’s new strategic 
guidance as an Asian partner. 

Defense trade with India has been on a “constantly 
upward trajectory,” the official said. “Defense cooperation is 
going to be on a steady roll.” 

Without citing any specific weapon systems that Panetta 
might mention during exchanges with Indian leaders, 
observers are speculating that the F-35 Joint Strike Fighter 
could be among the topics of conversation. India’s decision to 
acquire France’s Rafale fighter jet last year dealt a major blow 
to U.S. aerospace firms Lockheed Martin Corp. and The 
Boeing Co., which had offered F-16 and F/A-18 fighters, 
respectively. India in recent years has signed several foreign 
military sales agreements with the United States, but 
American firms would like to see much bigger deals in the 
future. 

As much as the administration hopes to increase military 
sales to India, it is not likely to grant that nation the special 
trade status that the United States has given to allies such as 
the United Kingdom and Australia. Such special status under 
the International Traffic in Arms Regulation makes it easier 

for sellers and buyers to navigate the notoriously complex and 
extensive U.S. export licensing process. 

Panetta does want to boost U.S.-India technology 
cooperation and plans to step up efforts to “align our systems,” 
the defense official said. Instead of pursuing “episodic 
cooperation on specific sales or particular transactions,” he 
said, Panetta would like to see “systematic cooperation that 
becomes institutionalized and streamlines how we work 
together.” 

Thomas McVey, an export-controls expert who works 
with U.S. firms, said that defense companies increasingly are 
targeting the Asian market, particularly as they face declining 
Pentagon sales and rapidly shrinking European military 
budgets. 

The Obama administration, he said, has made it a priority 
to help U.S. exporters. “The president is very strongly behind 
a reform of the export rules based on principle, with the goal 
to increase exports for U.S. companies,” said McVey. “The 
president and secretary of defense have been putting 
considerable pressure on the Defense, State and Commerce 
departments to revise and simplify rules to allow more 
products to be exported.” 

Panetta, accompanied by Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff Army Gen. Martin Dempsey and U.S. Pacific Command 
chief Navy Adm. Samuel J. Locklear III, is expected to 
discuss defense cooperation issues and weapon sales with 
Asian allies during the 11th Shangri-La Dialogue in Singapore 
June 2. The event, organized by the International Institute of 
Strategic Studies, is a high-level gathering of defense 
ministers and senior military officials from Asia-Pacific and 
other nations. 

Financial sponsors of the event include several defense 
firms, such as The Boeing Co., Mitsubishi Corporation, 
Singapore Technologies Engineering and EADS. 

Among the most sensitive exchanges expected at Shangri-
La will be Panetta’s meeting with Chinese officials, who are 
scheduled to participate. The Obama administration has come 
under criticism for the “pivot to Asia” strategic guidance to 
the U.S. military, partly for being too belligerent against 
China, experts have said. Former Vice Chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff Gen. James Cartwright blasted the strategy for 
“demonizing” China and for undermining U.S. standing with 
other allies around the world. 
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24. Pentagon’s No. 2 Leader Criticizes Lawmakers’ Add-Backs To Defense Bill 
(GOVERNMENT EXECUTIVE 30 MAY 12) ... Charles S. Clark 

Stressing the need for a strategy-driven approach to trim 
Defense Department spending, Deputy Defense Secretary 
Ashton B. Carter on Wednesday cautioned Congress that 
“every dollar spent on bold, unnecessary programs is a dollar 
we lose for necessary programs.” 

Recent steps by the armed services committees to restore 
certain cuts the Pentagon proposed in the fiscal 2013 budget 
risk “hollowing out” the readiness of the all-volunteer force 
and upsetting the balance of the department’s long-term 
strategic portfolio, Carter said. “Others can pick one program 
they favor, but we have to balance them all,” he added. 

In a speech at the American Enterprise Institute, Carter, 
the former Pentagon acquisition chief who was introduced as 
“the epitome of the defense intellectual,” said Congress is 
unwisely resisting the proposed new requirements that retired 
TRICARE beneficiaries pay higher premiums. “Health care is 
10 percent of our budget, so we have to control spiraling costs, 
and we need these savings to back investments,” he said. 

"It’s nice to get up in the morning and do things that are 
bigger than yourself.” 

The same need also applies to planners’ proposals to 
defund some of the Air Force’s older single-purpose aircraft 
and some of its intertheater and intratheater “lift” capability 
such as use of C-130 transport planes, he said. In the new era 
of tight budgets and the winding down of protracted wars in 
Iraq and Afghanistan, “the Army and the Marines face the 
most titanic transitions, from a focus on counterintelligence 
and counterterrorism to the wider spectrum of the capabilities 
we need,” Carter said. “If they’re prohibited from reducing, it 
frustrates the ability of the Army and Marines to make those 
transitions for the future.” 

Carter also took pains to assure contractors that “a vibrant 
and substantial defense industry is in our national interest.” As 
contractors adjust to changes in market forces, Defense 
Department managers “do keep an eye out for any changes 
that might be deleterious in the long run,” he said, counseling 
against a focus on short-run incentives such as those used in 
the financial and housing industries during the run-up to the 
2008 financial crisis. The Pentagon should preserve key “skill 
sets from industry that if allowed to go away, will be 
expensive to re-create,” he said. Industry has been invited to 
identify those skill sets for the fiscal 2014 budget. 

Beginning with the transition from the Pentagon’s 
leadership under Defense Secretary Robert Gates to that of 
Leon Panetta’s, Carter reviewed the molding of the long-term 
defense strategy released in January after months of 
consultation among the Joint Chiefs of Staff, the secretary and 
President Obama. The plan makes history-making cuts and 

focuses on Asia and the Pacific as opposed to Europe and the 
Middle East. 

He said Obama provided good insight in advising against 
last in-first out priorities such as initially cutting those 
programs with the shallowest roots, because they could be the 
most important in the future. Examples include cyberwarfare 
and certain science and technology research, counterterrorism, 
space warfare, and remotely piloted aircraft for all the 
services. 

But some older legacy programs are simply no longer 
affordable, Carter stressed. The Pentagon’s commitment to its 
strategy “remains steadfast,” despite the confluence of historic 
changes in postwar strategic needs and last year’s Budget 
Control Act. 

That law’s threat of sequestration, or mandatory cuts of 
nearly $500 billion over 10 years for defense, “is designed to 
be irrational” to force tough choices, he said. “Planning has a 
rational tone to it. But sequestration would have devastating 
effects on flexibility in deciding, and in size and nature would 
nullify our postwar strategy,” he said. Managers throughout 
government, at NASA, and at the Health and Human Services 
and Homeland Security departments, “would find it 
impossible to cope with the irrationality,” he added. 

Because “we’re at a time of great consequence for the 
American defense,” planners need to pivot to what’s needed 
for the future, or what Joint Chiefs Chairman Gen. Martin 
Dempsey calls “the Joint force of 2020,” Carter said. “We 
would have to make this transition even if we had all the 
money in the world.” 

He suggested those who are upset by defense cuts view 
the strategic plan not “as subtraction alone, but as an ice 
sculpture. You can watch the chips fly away, or you can watch 
the new shape emerge.” 

Carter defended the new strategy’s components of “better 
buying power,” to keep the confidence of the taxpayer, and he 
reinforced the Pentagon’s proposal for a new round of base 
closures under the Base Closure and Realignment 
Commission. “It’s not exactly a crowd-pleaser, but how can 
you not do it?” he asked. Congress has largely turned thumbs-
down on a BRAC revival. 

Carter said the Pentagon has told managers it also will 
favor programs that are best managed in terms of cost savings. 
“The poor performers are presumed to be on the chopping 
block,” he said. 

In answer to a question from a visiting student from the 
University of Southern California, Carter said, “I hope you 
will consider a public policy career. It’s nice to get up in the 
morning and do things that are bigger than yourself.” 
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25. Defense Official Says Automatic Cuts Will Cause 'Absurdities' 
(CNN 31 MAY 12) ... Mike Mount 

The Pentagon's chief budget officer is ringing the alarm 
bell about looming budget cuts that could destroy the 
department's new defense strategy and force the defense 
industry to face "absurdities" as defense programs are 
shuttered. 

"This is not the way to do defense planning and 
budgeting," said Deputy Defense Secretary Ashton Carter. 

Carter was speaking to reporters Wednesday in 
Washington about the effects of sequestration, a possible 
automatic cut in the defense budget of more than half a trillion 
dollars over the next 10 years. Sequestration would kick in 
starting in January 2013 if President Obama and Congress 
cannot come to agreement on cuts in the overall budget. 
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Carter is the latest senior Pentagon official to speak 
against sequestration. His boss, Defense Secretary Leon 
Panetta, has called sequestration a "meat ax" while the nation's 
highest-ranking military officer, Chairman of the Joint Chiefs 
of Staff Gen. Martin Dempsey, has warned that the cuts would 
be catastrophic, leaving the military with a hollowed-out 
force. 

"Sequester would have devastating effects on our 
readiness and our workforce and disrupt thousands of 
contracts and programs," Carter said. 

The cuts would be piled on top of the already $500 billion 
in defense spending cuts set by the White House over the next 
10 years as part of a longer-term budget strategy. 

Panetta has said the Pentagon is not planning for cuts 
because the White House's Office of Management and Budget 
has told them not to until the summer. 

"There is not a hell of a lot of planning I can do," because 
sequestration makes automatic and equally distributed cuts 
across Department of Defense accounts, using a "meat-ax" 
approach, he said. 

In February, speaking before the House Budget 
Committee, Panetta said planning could start this summer if 
Congress had not made a deal on the budget. 

In a letter sent in November to Sen. John McCain, R-
Arizona, the ranking member of the Senate Armed Services 

Committee, Panetta said the effects of sequestration would 
create the smallest ground force since before World War II, 
the smallest Navy since before World War I, the smallest 
tactical fighter force in Air Force history and the smallest 
civilian work force in the history of the Department of 
Defense. 

Some in Congress are trying to warn Americans about 
what can be an obscure and often confusing topic for those 
who do not follow Washington's yearly budget dramas. 

Rep. Randy Forbes, R-Virginia and a member of the 
House Armed Service Committee, has been on a nationwide 
"listening session," where those attending can share their 
stories, ask questions and voice their opinions on how massive 
cuts to the defense budget would affect their communities. 

If the cuts move forward, there will be a potential ripple 
effect in the defense industry as small to large defense 
contractors and suppliers potentially see layoffs and 
businesses possibly close around the country. 

"Our military and civilian program managers would face 
absurdities that result from the arbitrariness with which 
sequestration would take effect, " Carter said. 

"This applies to the managers in the defense industry as 
well, our partners in providing weapon systems to the force," 
he said. 
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26. White House Threatens Veto Of House GOP's Military Spending Bill 
(THE HILL 30 MAY 12) ... Erik Wasson 

The White House on Thursday threatened to veto a 
military spending bill that is slated to come to the House floor 
this week. 

The Obama administration said it is able to accept most of 
the Military Construction and Veterans Affairs bill, but has 
adopted a policy of rejecting all 12 House annual 
appropriations bills until Republicans abandon their budget, 
authored by Rep. Paul Ryan (R-Wis.). It has also threatened to 
veto a Commerce and Justice spending bill that the House 
passed earlier in May. 

The House GOP budget would cut 2013 spending by an 
additional $19 billion compared to the caps in last August’s 
debt-ceiling deal, while also raising defense spending. 

“The appropriations bill for Military Construction and 
Veterans Affairs and Related Agencies funds critical 
priorities, but given the House's top-line discretionary level for 
FY 2013, enactment of H.R. 5854 would require harmful cuts 
to other critical priorities such as education, research and 
development, job training, and health care as other 
appropriations bills are constructed,” the White House said in 
a statement. 

The White House also took issue with several details of 
the bill, objecting to provisions that would extend the two-year 

civilian pay freeze. Instead, President Obama wants to raise 
pay by 0.5 percent for federal civilian workers next year. 

It also sides with unions in opposing language that would 
block project labor agreements (PLAs) from being used on 
federal projects. 

“PLAs can provide structure and stability to large 
construction projects, and allow agencies to complete these 
projects more efficiently. They can also help ensure 
compliance with laws and regulations governing workplace 
safety and health, equal employment opportunity, and labor 
and employment standards,” the administration stated. 

The Military Construction bill comes to the House Rules 
Committee on Wednesday night as leaders prepare it for floor 
action. It will be followed by Homeland Security and Energy 
and Water spending bills. 

The House Appropriation Committee has already cleared 
a State, Foreign Operations bill and will likely pass a 
Legislative Branch bill on Thursday. 

The Senate is proceeding to consider spending bills based 
on the August debt-ceiling deal. The competing approaches 
make it likely that a continuing resolution will be needed to 
extend current policies before the fiscal year ends on Sept. 30. 
Final resolution on 2013 spending could result in passage of a 
giant omnibus package after the election. 
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27. Boeing Delivers U.S. Navy Combat Plane With Indian Equipment 
(PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 30 MAY 12) 

NEW DELHI - U.S. aircraft major Boeing has delivered 
an electronic warfare combat plane to the U.S. Navy fitted 
with Indian equipment manufactured by defence PSU Bharat 
Electronics Limited. 

The Boeing-made EA-18G Growler--a variant of the F-18 
fighter aircraft--was delivered to the U.S. Navy with a "BEL- 
produced cockpit sub-assembly which provides cockpit 
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floodlighting compatible with the aircraft's night vision 
imaging system (NVIS)," the company said in a release. 

The contract to BEL in this regard was awarded by 
Boeing in March 2011 for working on sub assemblies of F/A-
18 Super Hornet cockpit. 

"That contract included options to renew annually for up 
to four years. As a result of BEL's demonstrated performance, 
Boeing recently exercised an option to renew the contract for 
another year," the release said. 

Commenting on the development, Boeing India Vice 
President Dennis Swanson said, "BEL's work on P-8I, Super 
Hornets and Growlers is another example of how Indian 

companies are becoming a part of the global supply chain 
while Boeing helps them expand their opportunities across the 
global aerospace industry." 

BEL has produced other parts also for the EA-18 Growler 
which include a complex-machined stowage panel for the 
Joint Helmet Mounted Cueing System connector cable and an 
avionics cooling system fan test switch panel with an NVIS-
compatible floodlight assembly. 

BEL has also provided 'Identification Friend or Foe' 
interrogators and communications systems for the Indian 
Navy's fleet of P-8I maritime reconnaissance aircraft. 
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BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
28. Calvo Talks With Navy Undersecretary 
(KUAM NEWS (GUAM) 31 MAY 12) ... Mindy Aguon 

GUAM -- Governor Eddie Calvo had a teleconference 
with Navy Undersecretary Robert Work today. Discussions 
focused on the military buildup, cuts to construction funding 
for Guam and a memorandum of understanding for Section 30 
monies for rotational troops as well as progress with the China 
Visa Waiver Program. 

Governor's chief policy advisor Arthur Clark tells KUAM 
News various departments within the federal government are 
working on reconciling a position. "Last we understand, these 
departments are supposed to have an interagency meeting to 
try to reconcile their positions and we're just waiting for those 

meetings to be held. Undersecretary Work has promised to 
push that meeting forward to try and move on this issue." 

Clark could not say how soon that would happen, but says 
the Calvo Administration is confident that Undersecretary 
Work is an advocate for GovGuam's position relative to 
getting the China visa waiver as quickly as possible with the 
fewest restrictions to make travel for Chinese visitors as 
convenient as possible. 

The final decision rests with the U.S. Department of 
Homeland Security that has expressed national security 
concerns with allowing the China Visa Waiver Program. 
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29. Navy Medicine Headquarters Moves To Falls Church, Va. 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 30 MAY 12) ... Shoshona Pilip-Florea, U.S. Navy Bureau of Medicine and Surgery Public Affairs 

WASHINGTON -- U.S. Navy Bureau of Medicine and 
Surgery, the flagship command for all of Navy and Marine 
Corps medicine, started relocating its staff May 30 from 
Washington, D.C., to Falls Church, Va., as part of the Base 
Realignment and Closure (BRAC) Act of 2005. 

Vice Adm. Matt L. Nathan, U.S. Navy surgeon general 
and chief, BUMED, will officially transfer his flag June 1, 
with the rest of the BUMED staff completing their move by 
June 5. 

"BUMED is alive and strong," said Nathan, at a symbolic 
"Change of Port" ceremony held May 3 at its former location 
in Washington, D.C. "It is a culmination of the men and 
women who serve the Navy Medical Department, whom our 
Sailors, Marines, and their families are counting on to 
complete the mission. We are simply about to shift colors and 
go to a new homeport." 

BUMED has been located at "the Hilltop" in the Foggy 
Bottom area here for 70 years, but the campus has served a 
variety of U.S. Navy and Navy Medicine activities for nearly a 
century. The compound holds significant Navy historical 
value and houses the original Naval Observatory. 

"It is with mixed emotions that we are leaving here," said 
Rear Adm. Michael H. Mittelman, U.S. Navy deputy surgeon 
general. "It is also with excitement that will be moving to our 
new location. This place will always hold a special place in 
our hearts. Our ethos will not change, just where we sit." 

BUMED will be collocating with its Army, Air Force, 
and TRICARE Management Activity medical counterparts 
into a new facility called the Defense Health Headquarters, but 
all the services will maintain their own missions and 
leadership structure. 

In a May 9 email message to his BUMED staff, Nathan 
emphasized that the mission goes on, despite the move. 

"Defense Health Headquarters is not an entity, it is simply 
a building," said Nathan. "BUMED has a long and proud 
tradition and an eight mile stretch of highway does not change 
that. An address is only a geographic location. It is not what 
makes our command great-it is each and every one of you, 
your dedication, your hard work, and your commitment to our 
Sailors and Marines to provide them the very best in care and 
support." 

The new address for BUMED is 7700 Arlington Blvd, 
Falls Church, Va., 22042-5113. 
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30. Navy Holds Public Forum On New 'Crash Zones' 
Navy Released New Report Showing New Accident Potential Zones For Naval Air Station North Island, 
Airfield In Imperial Beach 
(KGTV ABC SAN DIEGO 30 MAY 12) ... Bob Lawrence 

IMPERIAL BEACH, Calif. -- The Navy held the first of 
two public forums on Wednesday after releasing a new study 
on flight operations in and around Coronado and Imperial 
Beach. 

In Coronado, new aircraft and new approaches to the 
runway at North Island caused the Navy to reevaluate 
potential zones for accidents. 

A couple of homes were in a potential danger zone when 
the study was last conducted in 1984. The zone now stretches 
from Sunset Park to the Hotel Del Coronado. 

"We don't fly a straight in route to runway 29 anymore," 
said Capt. Yancy Lindsey, the commanding officer of Naval 
Base Coronado. "We try and minimize the impact so we 
approach over the water, and we want to make sure the public 
is aware of the potential of a mishap." 

To date, there have been seven minor mishaps at North 
Island. All occurred inside the base. For Imperial Beach 
residents, their concern is new helicopters and more of them 
coming to train. 

"Like most of us who live here, noise is a concern and I 
came to the forum to see how the Navy plans to minimize it as 
much as possible," said Chris Kyburg, who has lived in the 
area for 30 years. 

He learned that more aircraft are coming but the routes 
they follow, that is, away from populated areas, will not 
change. 

Residents of Coronado will have a chance to ask the Navy 
about the study on Thursday at 5:30 p.m. at the public library. 

View Clip (RT: 1:47) 
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NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
31. U.S. Builds A Cyber ‘Plan X’ 
Effort to boost war capabilities Research push marks new offensive phase 
(WASHINGTON POST 31 MAY 12) ... Ellen Nakashima 

The Pentagon is turning to the private sector, universities 
and even computer-game companies as part of an ambitious 
effort to develop technologies to improve its cyberwarfare 
capabilities, launch effective attacks and withstand the likely 
retaliation. 

The previously unreported effort, which its authors have 
dubbed Plan X, marks a new phase in the nation’s fledgling 
military operations in cyberspace, which have focused more 
on protecting the Defense Department’s computer systems 
than on disrupting or destroying those of enemies. 

Plan X is a project of the Defense Advanced Research 
Projects Agency, a Pentagon division that focuses on 
experimental efforts and has a key role in harnessing 
computing power to help the military wage war more 
effectively. 

“If they can do it, it’s a really big deal,” said Herbert S. 
Lin, a cybersecurity expert with the National Research 
Council of the National Academies. “If they achieve it, they’re 
talking about being able to dominate the digital battlefield just 
like they do the traditional battlefield.” 

Cyberwarfare conjures images of smoking servers, 
downed electrical systems and exploding industrial plants, but 
military officials say cyberweapons are unlikely to be used on 
their own. Instead, they would support conventional attacks, 
by blinding an enemy to an impending airstrike, for example, 
or disabling a foe’s communications system during battle. 

The five-year, $110 million research program will begin 
seeking proposals this summer. Among the goals will be the 
creation of an advanced map that details the entirety of 
cyberspace — a global domain that includestens of billions of 
computers and other devices — and updates itself 
continuously. Such a map would help commanders identify 
targets and disable them using computer code delivered 
through the Internet or other means. 

Another goal is the creation of a robust operating system 
capable of launching attacks and surviving counterattacks. 
Officials say this would be the cyberspace equivalent of an 
armored tank; they compare existing computer operating 
systems to sport-utility vehicles — well suited to peaceful 
highways but too vulnerable to work on battlefields. 

The architects of Plan X also hope to develop systems that 
could give commanders the ability to carry out speed-of-light 
attacks and counterattacks using preplanned scenarios that do 
not involve human operators manually typing in code — a 
process considered much too slow. 

Officials compare this to flying an airplane on autopilot 
along predetermined routes. 

It makes sense “to take this on right now,” said Richard 
M. George, a former National Security Agency cyberdefense 
official. “Other countries are preparing for a cyberwar. If 
we’re not pushing the envelope in cyber, somebody else will.” 

Military Initiative 
The shift in focus is significant, said officials from the 

Pentagon agency, known by the acronym DARPA. Cyber-
operations are rooted in the shadowy world of intelligence-
gathering and electronic-spying organizations such as the 
NSA. 

Unlike espionage, military cyber-attacks would be aimed 
at achieving a physical effect — disrupting or shutting down a 
computer, for example — and probably would be carried out 
by the U.S. Cyber Command, the organization that was 
launched in 2010 next to the NSA at Fort Meade. 

“Because the origins of cyberattack have been in the 
intelligence community, there’s a tendency to believe that 
simply doing more of what they’re doing will get us what we 
need,” said Kaigham J. Gabriel, acting director of DARPA. 
“That’s not the way we see it. There’s a different speed, scale 
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and range of capabilities that you need. No matter how much 
red you buy, it’s not orange.” 

Plan X is part of a larger DARPA effort begun several 
years ago to create breakthrough offensive and defensive 
cyber--capabilities. 

With a cyber budget of $1.54 billion from 2013 to 2017, 
the agency will focus increasingly on cyber-offense to meet 
military needs, officials say. 

DARPA’s research is designed to foster long-shot 
successes. In addition to helping create the Internet, the 
agency’s work gave rise to stealth jet technology and portable 
global-positioning devices. 

“Even if 90 percent of their ideas don’t pan out,” said 
Martin Libicki, a cyberwar expert at Rand Corp., “the 10 
percent that are worthwhile more than pay back the 
difference.” 

A digital battlefield map, as DARPA envisions it, would 
plot nodes on the Internet, drawing from a variety of sources 
and changing as cyberspace changes. 

“In a split microsecond you could have a completely 
different flow of information and set of nodes,” Gabriel said. 
“The challenge and the opportunity is to create a capability 
where you’re always getting a rapid, high-order look of what 
the Internet looks like — of what the cyberspace looks like at 
any one point in time.” 

The ideal map would show network connections, analyze 
how much capacity a particular route has for carrying a 
cyberweapon and suggest alternative routes according to 
traffic flows, among other things. 

The goal would be a visual representation of cyberspace 
that could help commanders make decisions on what to attack 
and how, while seeing any attacks coming from an enemy. 

Achieving this will require an enormous amount of 
upfront intelligence work, experts say. 

Michael V. Hayden, a former NSA director and a former 
CIA director, said he can imagine a map with red dots 
representing enemy computers and blue dots representing 
American ones. 

When the enemy upgrades his operating system, the red 
dots would blink yellow, meaning the target is out of reach 
until cyber operators can determine what the new operating 
system is. 

“I can picture that,” Hayden said. “But this really is 
bigger than all outdoors.” 

Complicated Controls 
Plan X also envisions the development of technology that 

enables a commander to plan, launch and control cyberattacks. 
A commander wanting to hit a computer that controls a 

target — a strategically important drawbridge in enemy 
territory, for example — should be able to predict and quantify 
battle damage while considering the timing or other 
constraints on a possible attack, said Dan Roelker, Plan X 
program manager. 

Cyberwar experts worry about unintended consequences 
of attacks that might damage the flow of electricity to civilian 
homes or hospitals. A targeting system also should allow 
operators to stop a strike or reroute it before it damages 
systems that are not targeted — a fail-safe mechanism that 
experts say would be very difficult to engineer. 

DARPA will not prescribe what should be represented on 
the digital map. 

Some experts say they would expect to see power and 
transportation systems that support military objectives. 

Daniel Kuehl, an information warfare professor at the 
National Defense University’s iCollege, said the Air Force 
built its history around attacks on infrastructure — in Korea, 
Vietnam, Serbia and Iraq. 

“In all of those conflicts,” he said, “we went after the 
other side’s electricity with bombs.” 

Today, he said, cyberweapons could be more humane 
than pulverizing power grids with bombs. 

If a cyberwarrior can disrupt a computer system 
controlling an enemy’s electric power, the system theoretically 
can also be turned back on, minimizing the impact on 
civilians. 

But retired Gen. James E. Cartwright, who as vice 
chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff until August pushed to 
develop military cyber-offense capabilities, said the military is 
focused less on power grids than on “tanks and planes and 
ships and anything that carries a weapon.” 

“The goal is not the single beautiful target that ends the 
war in one shot. That doesn’t exist,” said Cartwright, who is 
now with the Center for Strategic and International Studies. 
“The military needs more of a brute-force approach that 
allows it to get at a thousand targets as quickly as possible." 
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32. USCG Must Balance Current Needs With Future, VADM Says 
(DEFENSE DAILY 31 MAY 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

The Coast Guard will need to strike the right balance in 
maintaining its current set of capabilities versus investing to 
meet future requirements as it navigates a reduced fiscal 
environment, a top ranking service officer said yesterday. 

Vice Adm. John Currier, a Coast Guard deputy 
commandant, said the service will continue investing in new 
ships, aircraft and systems for intelligence, surveillance and 
reconnaissance, but must also keep its current fleet of 
platforms operational as it deals with budget woes. 

"What's the right balance between spending on today's 
priorities and investing in those things that we know we'll 
need 40 or 50 years out to confront the model of tomorrow's 

challenges and meet tomorrow's opportunities?" he said at a 
speaking engagement hosted by the Navy League. 

The Coast Guard has begun procuring its fleet of cutters, 
having recently commissioned the first of its new Sentinel -
class Fast Response Cutters, the Bernard C. Webber . The 
Coast Guard has 12 Sentinel -class FRC's under contract and 
can extend the number to 34 under the agreement with 
Bollinger Shipyards that is potentially worth up to $1.5 billion. 

The Coast Guard has so far taken delivery of three of the 
much larger National Security Cutters and plans to buy eight 
to the ships from maker Huntington Ingalls Industries. 
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33. Pentagon Leaders Consider Options For East Coast Missile Defense System 
(THE HILL 30 MAY 12) ... Carlo Munoz 

Pentagon leaders are looking at options to bolster missile 
defense capabilities in the continental United States, including 
the establishment of a missile shield on the East Coast, a top 
military commander said on Wednesday. 

The creation of an East Coast missile shield was one of 
many issued being hashed out as part of the so-called "hedge 
strategy" being worked inside the Pentagon, according to 
Strategic Command chief Gen. Bob Kehler. 

The strategy, mandated by Congress, will help weigh the 
department's options on whether to expand the current, limited 
anti-missile capabilities already in place across the United 
States, Kehler said during a speech in Washington. 

Work on the study and the East Coast option is still in the 
preliminary stages, according to Kehler. 

That said, the immediate need for the creation of a wide-
spanning missile defense shield on the East Coast still 
"remains to be seen," the four-star general said. 

Many House GOP lawmakers are convinced the East 
Coast shield is critical to defending America's shores, and the 
House approved legislation earlier this month that required the 
creation of an East Coast missile defense system in the United 
States by the end of 2015. The full House approved the plan 
on May 18. 

Though slammed by House Democrats as an "East Coast 
Star Wars fantasy base," the shield was folded into the House 
defense budget bill and passed by the full chamber on a vote 
of 299-120. 

The notion of a second U.S. missile shield did not 
generate the same support on the Senate side. Sen. John 
McCain (R-Ariz.), ranking member on the Senate Armed 
Services Committee, said he was “skeptical” about the 
necessity of the site. 

That disconnect could set up a showdown over the missile 
defense site and the overall defense budget bill when the two 
chambers meet later this year to draft a compromise version of 
the legislation. 

But the rapidly evolving missile threat to America's 
shores from rogue states such as Iran, North Korea and others 
demands the United States have a plan in place just in case 
those threats become reality, Kehler explained. 

Kehler's command already oversees the limited missile 
defense capability already in place across the country, 
including the anti-missile systems already established on the 
West Coast. 

Those systems were tailored to address the specific threat 
coming from North Korea, particularly against potential 
targets in Hawaii, Alaska and the western coastline of the 
country, Kehler said. 

However, ongoing efforts by Iran and others to build 
long-range missile systems with the ability to strike inside the 
United States has forced the Pentagon's hand to come up with 
a new plan. 
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34. USS Iowa Arrives In Los Angeles 
(TORRANCE (CA) DAILY BREEZE 30 MAY 12) ... Art Marroquin 

Tears welled up in Dick Blair's eyes as the USS Iowa 
came into view against the backdrop of dark clouds gathered 
about three miles off the coast of Long Beach. 

It's been nearly 60 years since Blair served aboard the 
"Big Stick," but the emotional connection remains. 

"She's finally home," Blair said, his voice cracking as he 
wiped a tear streaming down the right side of his face this 
morning. 

"I was worried about it being turned into scrap for a while 
there," said Blair, who recalled manning his battle stations 
during his 45-month stint aboard the ship, spanning 1952-56. 
"This is a perfect place for her." 

The famed World War II battleship left Northern 
California on Saturday and made its way south to Los Angeles 
more quickly than most people had anticipated. 

The 887-foot vessel, weighting 45,000 tons, will remain 
in anchorage for the next few days as its hull is cleaned before 
entering a temporary berth at the Port of Los Angeles. From 
there, the boat will be towed to its permanent home at Berth 

87, where it will be converted into a museum that's set to open 
to the public on July 7. 

An estimated 400,000 visitors are projected to tour the 
USS Iowa annually, according to officials with the Pacific 
Battleship Center, the nonprofit group that had advocated for 
two years and raised $9 million to bring the ship to Los 
Angeles. 

"It's been a long process, but it's great to see her out 
there," said Damian Jones, a managing partner with the Pacific 
Battleship Center. "She's all painted up, all the armaments are 
on her and she looks great." 

Veteran Bryan Moss of Valencia recalled a time the ship 
hit the Panama Canal when it headed from Long Beach to 
Norfolk, Va. 

"It pulled us right into the crease of the first lock in the 
canal," said Moss, 78, who was a radioman aboard the USS 
Iowa from 1952-53, serving alongside Blair. 

"The cement jarred the ship," Moss said. "I felt it pretty 
good. It's so good to see her again." 
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35. Tom Hanks Film On Piracy To Shoot In Virginia Beach 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 30 MAY 12) ... Cindy Clayton 

VIRGINIA BEACH -- Portions of the Tom Hanks film 
“Captain Phillips” will be shot in Virginia Beach. 

The film, scheduled for release next March, stars Hanks 
as Capt. Richard Phillips and Catherine Keener as Phillips’ 
wife, Andrea, according to an announcement from Gov. Bob 

McDonnell’s office. Paul Greengrass is slated to direct the 
film. 

The film is based on the book, “A Captain’s Duty: Somali 
Pirates, Navy SEALs, and Dangerous Days at Sea,” by 
Phillips and Stephan Talty. 
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"For its proximity and accessibility to the Atlantic Ocean, 
and as a vital base for the U.S. Navy, we look forward to 
filming in Virginia," Greengrass said in the announcement. 

Phillips, a Vermont native, was captain of the Norfolk-
based Maersk Alabama when it was boarded by pirates in 
2009 off the coast of Somalia. He spent five days as a hostage 
in a lifeboat before his dramatic rescue by Navy SEAL 
snipers. Three pirates were killed during the rescue. 

Later that year, Phillips came to Norfolk to thank the 
Sailors of the Norfolk-based destroyer Bainbridge. The ship 
carried the SEALs and played a major role in the rescue. 

The film is eligible to receive a $300,000 grant from the 
Governor’s Motion Picture Opportunity Fund, the 
announcement says. The direct and indirect impact of 
Virginia’s motion picture and video production industry in 
2010 was $344 million, representing 2,651 jobs for the state 
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OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
36. Time To Join The Law Of The Sea Treaty 
The U.S. has more to gain by participating in convention deliberations than by staying out. 
(WALL STREET JOURNAL 31 MAY 12) ... Henry Kissinger, George Shultz, James Baker III, Colin Powell and Condoleezza Rice 

The Convention of the Law of the Sea is again under 
consideration by the U.S. Senate. If the U.S. finally becomes 
party to this treaty, it will be a boon for our national security 
and economic interests. U.S. accession will codify our 
maritime rights and give us new tools to advance national 
interests. 

The convention's primary functions are to define maritime 
zones, preserve freedom of navigation, allocate resource 
rights, establish the certainty necessary for various businesses 
that depend on the sea, and protect the marine environment. 
Flaws in the treaty regarding deep-seabed mining, which 
prevented President Ronald Reagan from supporting it, were 
fixed in 1994. Presidents Bill Clinton and George W. Bush 
have supported ratification, as do Presidents George H.W. 
Bush and Barack Obama, because it is in the best interest of 
our nation. Yet the U.S. remains one of the few major 
countries not party to the convention. 

The treaty provides substantial economic benefits to the 
U.S. It accords coastal states the right to declare an "Exclusive 
Economic Zone" where they have exclusive rights to explore 
and exploit, and the responsibility to conserve and manage, 
living and nonliving resources extending 200 nautical miles 
seaward from their shoreline. Our nation's exclusive zone 
would be larger than that of any country in the world—
covering an area greater than the landmass of the lower 48 
states. In addition, the zone can be extended beyond 200 
nautical miles if certain geological criteria are met; this has 
significant potential benefits where the U.S.'s continental 
shelves may be as broad as 600 miles, such as off Alaska, 
where vast natural resources lie. 

As the world's pre-eminent maritime power with one of 
the longest coastlines, the U.S. has more than any other 
country to gain—and to lose—based on how the convention's 
terms are interpreted and applied. By becoming party to the 
treaty, we would strengthen our capacity to influence 
deliberations and negotiations involving other nations' 
attempts to extend their continental boundaries. 

The U.S. currently has no input into international 
deliberations over rights to the Arctic, where rich energy and 
mineral resources are found more than 200 nautical miles from 
any country's shoreline. Russia has placed its flag on the North 
Pole's ocean floor. This is a largely symbolic act, but the part 
of the Arctic Ocean claimed by Russia could hold oil and gas 
deposits equal to about 20% of the world's current oil and gas 
reserves. 

As a nonparty to the treaty, the U.S. has limited options 
for disputing such claims and is stymied from taking full 
advantage of resources that could be under U.S. jurisdiction. 
Lack of participation in the convention also jeopardizes 
economic opportunities associated with commercial deep-sea 
mining operations in international waters beyond exclusive 
economic zones—opportunities now pursued by Canadian, 
Australian and German firms. 

Some say it's good enough to protect our navigational 
interests through customary international law, and if that 
approach fails then we can use force or threaten to do so. But 
customary law is vague and doesn't provide a strong 
foundation for critical national security rights. What's more, 
the use of force can be risky and costly. Joining the 
convention would put our vital rights on a firmer legal basis, 
gaining legal certainty and legitimacy as we operate in the 
world's largest international zone. 

The continuing delay of U.S. accession to the convention 
compromises our nation's authority to exercise our sovereign 
interest, jeopardizes our national and economic security, and 
limits our leadership role in international ocean policy. 

Our planet's environment is changing, and there is an 
increasing need to access resources responsibly. We can 
expect significant change and resulting economic benefit as 
the Arctic opens and delivers potentially extraordinary 
economic benefit to our country. Our coastline, one of the 
longest in the world, will increase. 

These changes and the resulting economic effects are the 
substance of serious international deliberations of which we 
are not a part. Time moves on and we are not at the table. This 
is a serious problem and a significant cost for future 
generations of Americans. 

Maritime claims not only in the Arctic but throughout the 
world are becoming more contentious. As aggressive maritime 
behavior increases, the U.S. military has become more, not 
less, emphatic on the need to become party to this treaty. 
Current and past military leaders are firmly behind accession, 
because while nothing in the convention restricts or prohibits 
our military activity, it is the best process for resolving 
disputes. 

We have been on the sidelines long enough. Now is the 
time to get on the field and lead. 

The authors all have served as secretary of State in 
Republican administrations. 
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37. Three Questions For Secretary Panetta 
(FOREIGN POLICY 30 MAY 12) ... Michael Green 

Secretary of Defense Leon Panetta leaves on Wednesday 
for a nine-day swing through Asia. After stopping in Hawaii at 
the Pacific Command, he travels on to Singapore for the 
annual Shangri-La dialogue among defense ministers, then to 
Hanoi for follow-up meetings with his counterparts on last 
year's defense cooperation memorandum, and finally India. 

The secretary's commitment to continue showing the flag 
at the Shangri-La dialogue is a good thing, but he had better be 
ready for three tough questions when he gets to the region. 

Is the "pivot" to Asia hollow? 
The administration's much ballyhooed "pivot" out of Iraq 

and Afghanistan and "back" to Asia was initially well-received 
in the region (though not in Europe or the Middle East, 
unsurprisingly), particularly given Hillary Clinton's active 
Asia diplomacy and President Obama's first time participation 
in the East Asia Summit. However, as the klieg lights have 
cooled, friends and foes alike across Asia are asking where the 
beef is, particularly on defense capabilities. It has become a 
cliché for U.S. defense secretaries to proclaim emphatically at 
Shangri-La that the United States is a Pacific power, as if the 
McKinley administration hadn't established that fact over a 
hundred years ago. What our friends and allies really want to 
know is whether this administration is prepared to resource its 
Asia strategy. Plans for about $50 billion in annual defense 
cuts over the coming decade (equivalent to the size of Japan's 
defense budget each year) are perhaps still tolerable to our 
friends and cautionary to our foes. However, sequestration 
would double these cuts and gut our ability to sustain Asia 
strategy, let alone global commitments. It is well known in 
regional defense ministries that the U.S. navy wanted to cut 
one carrier out of the force even with current plans for defense 
cuts, until being rebuffed by an administration worried the 
move would clash with the "pivot." Sequestration would 
definitely remove carriers from the fleet (for starters), and 
Asia would notice. Initially, Secretary Panetta warned as much 
in testimony to the Congress. As the November election 
looms, he has been silent on the subject, but he should be 
prepared for tough questions on whether the U.S. is committed 
to leadership in Asia beyond attending multilateral meetings -- 
and hopefully he will begin pressing the case for a robust 
defense budget within the administration. 

What will the United States do about Chinese pressure 
on the first and second island chains? 

China's "Near Sea" doctrine should leave little ambiguity 
about the PLA's intention to not only establish anti-access and 
area denial capabilities in the first island chain (connecting 
Okinawa down through the Philippines to the South China 
Sea), but eventually beyond the second island chain as well 

(stretching straight south from Japan through Guam). China 
has swarmed the Philippine Sea with fishing and paramilitary 
vessels in recent months to press claims against a virtually 
defenseless Philippines, with PLA-Navy surface action groups 
dwelling just over the horizon. Beijing has found considerable 
support within the administration and in Washington more 
generally for the narrative that Hanoi and Manila are to blame 
for all the trouble, even though the Philippines have one old 
U.S. Coast Guard cutter in the face of over 100 Chinese 
vessels just off their coast. Philippine President Aquino will 
visit Washington early next month, and Panetta will need to be 
unapologetic to the Chinese about our support for a 
beleaguered treaty ally, while making it clear that the United 
States remains neutral on the territorial questions and 
committed to confidence building with Beijing. It is a difficult 
balancing act, but the administration has been too coy with 
Beijing and would be far better off laying down a clear and 
unapologetic marker that recent aggressive Chinese maritime 
operations will pull the United States closer to friends and 
allies in the region. Of course, it would help if the 
sequestration shadow were not looming so large. 

What is the secretary's strategic vision for India? 
After going gangbusters during the Bush administration, 

the U.S.-India defense relationship has hit headwinds. On the 
Indian side, the problem stems from the political weakness of 
the Manmahon Singh government and unrealistic expectations 
about American willingness to transfer technology to Indian 
industry in order to sell defense systems. The rejection of 
Lockheed Martin's F-16 and Boeing's F-18 from the Indian 
Air Force's next generation fighter competition was 
particularly disappointing. But the Obama administration also 
shares some responsibility for the listlessness: the American 
defense bureaucracy is second only to India's in its 
intransigence and the Pentagon (not to mention the White 
House) have lacked senior champions for the relationship 
comparable to Steve Hadley, Nick Burns or Doug Feith in the 
previous decade. Delhi has also been profoundly disturbed by 
the consequences for Indian security of the U.S. withdrawal 
from Afghanistan. Broad U.S. and Indian strategic interests 
align well in Asia, just as the two countries' bureaucracies 
naturally clash. That requires senior-most officials like 
Secretary Panetta to lay out a clear and forward-looking vision 
for a defense relationship that will be as important as it is 
sometimes frustrating. 

Michael J. Green is senior advisor and Japan chair at the 
Center for Strategic and International Studies and also 
associate professor of international relations at Georgetown 
University. 
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38. Academy Graduates Get A Heads-Up 
(ANNAPOLIS CAPITAL GAZETTE 20 MAY 12) ... Editorial 

There’s nothing new about the idea that a superpower 
needs a strong navy. Some held this view even in the 1880s, 
when Theodore Roosevelt first became acquainted with the 
ideas of Alfred Thayer Mahan, then the president of the Naval 
War College, now remembered as the historian and sea power 
theorist for whom the academy’s Mahan Hall was named. 

Mahan and Roosevelt — who between them did so much 
to make the United States a two-ocean naval power — would 
have given approving nods to Defense Secretary Leon 
Panetta’s commencement address to the Naval Academy’s 
Class of 2012 on Tuesday. The speech not only acknowledged 
the key role of the Navy in projecting American power, but 
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gave the graduating midshipmen a heads-up on where many of 
them will find their efforts focused. 

While acknowledging that “no one can tell you what 
challenges you will face in the future,” Panetta also said that 
“one of the key projects that your generation will have to face 
is sustaining and enhancing American strength across the great 
maritime region of the Pacific.” 

The defense secretary specified the enormous arc running 
through the Western Pacific to the Indian Ocean. While he 
mentioned the need to strengthen defense ties with China, it’s 
hard to believe that this strategic emphasis is not connected 
with providing a counterbalance to the rising power of that 
nation. 

As things are wrapped up in Afghanistan — or at least so 
the Obama administration hopes — attention is likely to shift 

farther east. Panetta said that he will be leaving for Southeast 
Asia today and later this year will visit China for the first time 
as secretary of defense. “I will tell all these nations,” he said, 
“that the United States will remain a Pacific power, and I will 
tell them why — because of you — because during your 
careers many of you will be headed to the Pacific.” 

Panetta also told the graduates: “We need you to project 
America’s power and to reflect America’s character.” We 
know, as Panetta does, that the Class of 2012, like those that 
came before and those that will come after, is up to that 
challenge. That’s what these new Navy ensigns and Marine 
Corps 2nd lieutenants have been trained for, and that’s what 
they can do. The question, as always, is whether their leaders 
will use them wisely. 
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War of 1812 – Norfolk by Adm. John C. Harvey, Jr. 

from Fleet Forces Command Blog, May 30 
With the Norfolk War of 1812 commemoration right 

around the corner, I wanted to take a moment to encourage 
each and every one of you in Hampton Roads to come out 
next week, see your Navy and our Sailors, and enjoy the many 
activities and events scheduled throughout the week. The 
events begin this Friday with the start of the Patriotic Festival 
in Virginia Beach where the Blue Angels will be performing 
(June 1, 2 and 3). 

In addition, the city of Norfolk and this year’s Harborfest 
will be hosting OpSail 2012 Virginia from June 6-12 as part of 
the commemoration. There will be three different Parade of 
Sails, all which will feature our Navy and Coast Guard ships 
as well as international Navy ships and Tall Ships from around 
the world. There will be quite a few family events taking place 
along the Norfolk waterfront during the week, including 
public tours of our ships, so I encourage you to come out and 
take full advantage of all the activities. The following links 
provide the full details on all the events occurring throughout 
the region. 

 http://www.vbgov.com/visitors/special-
events/Pages/patriotic-festival.aspx 

 http://www.norfolk.gov/harborfest/ 

 http://www.opsail2012virginia.com/events-
schedule/norfolk 

 http://www.ourflagwasstillthere.org/events/norfolk-
va.html 

 http://www.ourflagwasstillthere.org/events/norfolk-
va/places-a-resources.html 

In addition to giving you an update on the Norfolk War of 
1812 events, I want to provide you with a copy of an article I 
recently wrote for The Virginian-Pilot. Give it a read and let 
me know what you think. 

View Adm. Harvey’s Op-Ed from the May 6 Edition of 
the Norfolk Virginian-Pilot. 

 

USS Freedom - "Fit and Ready for Service" by 
Galrahn from Information Dissemination, May 31 

The Board of Inspection and Survey has taken a little 
Pacific cruise on USS Freedom (LCS 1), and issued a grade. 

“My assessment is the ship is sound, the 
engineering plant is good, combat systems are good,” 
said Vice Adm. Richard Hunt. “The ship rides very 
well.” 

That verdict came after a three-day “special trial” 
conducted May 22-24 at San Diego by the Navy’s 
Board of Inspection and Survey, or INSURV. Nearly 
200 people rode the ship — normally crewed by 40 
Sailors — to test the Freedom’s combat, 
communications and engineering systems; minutely 
examine the ship’s physical condition; and put the 
vessel through a series of ship-handling evolutions. 

“There were some hiccups in the demonstration in 
some of the areas,” Hunt admitted, “and there are 
things that ought to be fixed on three, five and seven” 
— follow-on ships built to the Freedom (LCS 1) 
design. “But the things we identified [as problems] are 
fixable.” 

The first thing that needs to be highlighted, I think, is that 
the TMI worked exactly as designed. I knew as soon as I 
posted the TMI results there was about a snowballs chance in 
hell that Freedom would fail INSURV, in fact, I don't think 
any ship that had their TMI results posted publicly would fail 
INSURV - which is one more reason I strongly believe the 
U.S. Navy should be more transparent with TYCOM Material 
Inspection results since they are moving ahead with the policy 
of keeping INSURV reports classified. 

You have to read all of Chris Cavas's article to get the full 
picture, which is basically the new baseline for keeping track 
of issues on USS Freedom going forward. 

For me the hawse pipe design problem and the stern door 
problem stood out as the biggest issues. The design problem 
related to the hawse pipe forward appears to still be the 
problem without a solution on Freedom, because it also 
appears to be a problem on Fort Worth. That problem was on 
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the ship in 2008 - when I rode the ship. That problem is not 
the Navy, that's the shipbuilder. 

So water is still coming in on the stern doors? Again, that 
was an issue in 2008, and is obviously a design issue because 
the doors aren't the same on Fort Worth (but no word if the 
new doors on that ship are working). I note that Independence, 
Bertholf, and San Antonio (basically the three latest new 
classes of medium and large ships other than Freedom) have 
had major stern door problems. I don't think the issue is a 
show stopper for the deployment, because as I understand it 
the water seeps in only when the ship is at high speed, but that 
corrosion in the stern door area is only going to get worse until 
the stern door has an actual solution vs a mitigation process. 
3+ years later though? Come on. 

The propulsion plant issue that had one of the diesel 
engines down isn't that big of a deal to me, and was something 
that I had heard about previously. From what I understand of 
that issue, that's basically a 'crew needs more time at sea on 
the engines' problem because the hot bearing is related to an 
issue related to a yet to be determined setting for oil pressure. 
That is a new ship problem that gets fixed when time allows 
you to tinker with it at sea, something Freedom hasn't been 
able to do. 

The misfire is an analogy just waiting to be defined in the 
comments, but that doesn't strike me as an issue if the ship has 
fired 840 rounds and only suffered 2 misfires to date. That's 
actually pretty good. With that said, in the article Hunt 
attributed the combat system problem to the crew being unable 
to load the combat system's software properly. OK... that 
sounds like a procedural issue, which happens, but I do 
wonder to what degree that process is done on simulators. I 
get it that the ship has been down for a long time and that 
process hasn't been performed much in over a year, but isn't 
that something that can be done in a simulator? Human error, 
got it; but a training simulator double check might be worth a 
look as well, just to be sure. 

There were some positives covered in the article, and for 
the record Chris Cavas and I have both been on USS Freedom 
when it performs a crash back - and I remember Chris looked 
at me and whispered wow when it happened - which is 
probably why he notes Hunts reaction in the article. If you 
have ever been on a ship moving really fast that comes to full 
stop quickly, you'll know it can be bumpy. You know, that 
speed thing bugs me too, but I think for USS Freedom (LCS 1) 
we can at least say it appears speed has been designed into the 
ship well. The article ended with one last thing I want to 
cover. 

Hunt said he had seen a great improvement in the 
Freedom over the past 18 months or so. 

“I’m not sure I was a believer a year and a half 
ago, but I’m there now,” he declared. 

Obviously it is noteworthy that the President of INSURV 
Rear Adm. Robert Wray and Commander, Naval Surface 
Forces Vice Admiral Richard W. Hunt were both apparently 
on the bridge during some portion of the 3 day INSURV. The 
reason I think it is interesting is because I have spoken to Vice 
Admiral Hunt before, and I know a little about him. For 
example, he was on USS Underwood (FFG 36) during that 
ships first deployment, which I think is interesting because 
USS Underwood (FFG 36) was the first of the FFG-7 class to 
field the 3 promised capabilities of the OHP - RAST, Link 11, 

and LAMPS III. In many ways, that gives him a lot of insight 
into what it means when USS Freedom (LCS 1) is being 
deployed without some promised capability - like the original 
modules, because he lived that story with the FFG-7 class as 
many did. Ten years after his tour on Underwood, Hunt was 
CO of USS Crommelin (FFG 37), which if you ever talk to a 
SWO who did a LT tour on a ship class then returned to do a 
XO or CO tour on the same ship class, you'll know those guys 
really know that ship class very well. Hunt is basically a 35 
year active duty SWO who really knows frigates while also 
really knowing CRUDES, and he's also the Type Commander 
- so lets not ignore the irony that the TYCOM Material 
Inspection (TMI) of LCS 1 a few weeks ago was performed by 
his people. 

I note these little informative details because from my 
point of view, the story of USS Freedom (LCS 1) is at 
minimum - always remarkable and interesting. I don't know 
about you guys, but I can't wait for USS Freedom (LCS 1) to 
deploy to Singapore, because it's an absolute certainty that the 
deployment will be remarkable and interesting - the same as it 
always is with this ship. 

Congrats to both crews of USS Freedom (LCS 1). With 
the constant circus surrounding the ship, you folks are 
fantastic and have stayed professional through it all. I hope 
someone is keeping a good journal, because the book on this 
ships development would likely sell pretty well, and we are 
only on something like chapter 5 with many more chapters yet 
to be written. 

 
Exclusive Pictures: Inside the Navy’s Newest Spy Sub 

by Spencer Ackerman from Danger Room (WIRED), May 
30 

UNDERWAY ON THE USS MISSISSIPPI — The 
Navy’s newest fast-attack submarine is speeding down the 
Florida coast, on its way to its commissioning ceremony in its 
namesake state, at 15 knots. And it’s getting outraced by 
dolphins. 

Hours before the USS Mississippi dives several hundred 
feet beneath the Atlantic, its sail juts proudly into the warm, 
whipping southern air. Submariners allow me to see the 
highest point on the sub for myself — provided I can keep my 
balance up three steep levels’ worth of ladder and hoist myself 
out onto a platform the size of a fancy refrigerator. A harness 
hooked to an iron bolt on the sail keeps me from falling to my 
death. There’s no land in sight, just blue water turned white 
around the sub’s wake, a tall BPS-16 military radar spinning 
in front of us, and a family of dolphins jumping out of the surf 
in front of the 377-foot boat. 

Apparently it’s typical. Where subs travel in the southern 
Atlantic, dolphins tend to tag along, eager to say hi to their 
large, silent playmate. “Dolphins like to sing,” notes Petty 
Officer Joshua Bardelon, a 32-year old from Pascagoula, the 
site of the Mississippi’s destination, who supervises the boat’s 
sonar systems. 

Those systems are part of why Navy Secretary Ray 
Mabus is eager to take possession of his newest Virginia-class 
submarine when it formally joins the fleet on June 2. As much 
time as it spends listening to dolphin symphonies, the 
Mississippi is everything from a weapon to destroy other ships 
to an electronic-attack system to a stealthy transport for Navy 
commandos. 
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The multiple sonar arrays allow the submarine to detect 
other ships before it’s detected itself. Underway, the boat is 
dead silent except for the hum of the air conditioning, an 
indication of the classified tools that mask the Mississippi’s 
acoustic and electronic signatures to maintain its exceptional 
stealth. Then comes the boat’s electronic warfare capabilities 
— which its crew will discuss only vaguely. 

“If I’m at periscope depth and I stick my periscope out of 
the water, people who are looking for me will be using a radar 
system to find me,” says the sub’s commander, Capt. John 
McGrath, a 20-year submarine veteran. “But I will know that 
that radar is in the area and I will use that to my advantage.” 

Some of its other weapons are more traditional. The 
torpedo room, down in the deepest level of the boat, hosts 16 
intimidating metal tubes, each wider than bicycle wheels, the 
bays for its 28-foot torpedoes and Tomahawk missiles. The 
room looks like a machinist’s workshop, except for the 
exercise bikes and the racks where the torpedomen sleep 
beside their weapons — the primary means for the Mississippi 
to complete its future missions: hunting and destroying enemy 
ships and subs. 

“There are two types of ships in the Navy,” explains 
Chief Nathan Holmes. “We have submarines, and we have 
targets.” 

Even though the Mississippi isn’t on a combat mission — 
which is why the Navy allows me to tag along on a boat 
overflowing with classified systems — McGrath is eager to 
demonstrate that his boat is a predator, not prey. After I climb 
down from the sail, he orders the boat’s pilot to dive to 155 
feet, a way-station depth that’s far enough underwater to avoid 
sea traffic but shallow enough so he can get surface rapidly 
should something go wrong. When nothing does, McGrath 
orders the pilots to continue on to a depth of 400 feet. The 
faster the captain wants to go, the deeper he dives. 

The dive is surprisingly imperceptible. Even though 
we’ve just dropped 400 feet in a minute, I barely lean forward. 
If I had been drinking anything, it wouldn’t have spilled. 

That’s the case during my entire four-day stint on the 
boat. With the exception of a 20-minute exercise in dipping 
the Mississippi up and down — a queasy affair nicknamed 
“Angles and Dangles” — I’ve had rockier trips aboard surface 
ships. The fast-attack submarine is downright placid, even at 
20 knots. 

The steadiness will be an asset for one of the 
Mississippi’s other missions: aiding Navy SEALs. There’s a 
special bay, called a lockout trunk, that allows a tinier sub to 
dock and deposit a small number of SEALs onboard. Once 
they’re aboard, the Mississippi will become a Navy special 
warfare platform — as are many subs that don’t carry nuclear 
missiles — performing reconnaissance missions and getting 
SEALs stealthily in and out of where they need to go. The 
Virginia class’ smaller size allows the sub to “be more 
maneuverable in a littoral,” says Master Chief Bill Stoiber, the 
chief of the boat, or senior enlisted man aboard, making it 
particularly useful for SEAL insertion missions. After the 
summer, the Mississippi will head for southern Florida to test 
its special-warfare skills. 

As much as the Mississippi is the newest in new for Navy 
subs, not everything aboard is super-advanced. Satellite 
connectivity is limited. Submariners like to stay autonomous 
when they’re below the waves, but that means that 

information aboard the sub largely stays on the sub, and 
outside information doesn’t always reach the boat quickly. 
The Mississippi rises to periscope depth — that is, shallower 
than 60 feet below, so its periscope can stick its neck out of 
the water — in order to fire off e-mails or receive 
communications through classified and unclassified-but-
secured networks. Even so, submariners roll their eyes at how 
slow their connection speeds are. (Think dial-up. In the late 
’90s.) 

When the sub needs it, it can request extra satellite 
bandwidth from the Navy — often to send off a video or 
larger data file. But that “spot beam” is only for special 
occasions, and it’s a one-off event. Persistent, available 
undersea bandwidth is a challenge the Navy hasn’t yet figured 
out how to solve. 

Then there are the traditional joys of life aboard a 
submarine. The Mississippi is home to 138 men, who have to 
get very comfortable with each other, since there’s nowhere to 
go for privacy. The halls are barely wide enough for two 
people hugging the walls to traverse. Submariners are billeted 
up to 47 per room, stacked up in threes on narrow racks. A 
typical deployment entails six months of living in these 
cramped conditions, and the Mississippi is capable of staying 
underwater for 90 days at a stretch. 

Still, the ship makes a virtue out of solitude. The food is 
unexpectedly excellent. It’s difficult to store bread underneath 
the sea without it molding or going stale — and there’s no 
place to buy more — so the kitchen bakes it fresh every day. 
It’s tempting to forego a lunchtime hot dog just to eat a 
delicious empty roll an hour old. 

The most striking demonstration of the crew’s tightness 
comes in the control room. Unlike older subs, the Virginia 
class doesn’t hive away its sonar stations. The dark room, 
illuminated by dozens of screens displaying torrents of highly 
classified data, joins up the pilots, navigators, weapons experts 
and sonar technicians. Five sonar techs stare at screens filled 
with green representations of the sounds of the ocean while 
they listen through headphones. Should they hear an enemy 
ship they’re hunting, they can holler at the fire control station 
on the other side of the control room that it’s time to attack. 

For now, one of those techs passes me his cans. When I 
put them on, all I hear is a high-pitched squeak that sounds a 
little like a squeal of glee. Dolphins. 

View Gallery (11 Photos) 
 
What the Professional Naval Conversation is 

Missing… Tactics by Lt. Rob McFall from U.S. Naval 
Institute, May 30 

Lt. Rob McFall is a Surface Warfare Officer that did two 
tours on USS WINSTON S. CHURCHIILL. He is on the 
Editorial Board of the United States Naval Institute and is on 
the Board of Directors of the Surface Naval Association. 

The conversation on professional naval issues is alive and 
well. It happens in many forums and at many levels. From 
seamen on the mess decks to admirals in the Pentagon, 
wardrooms to Proceedings, the conversation is happening, but 
what are we talking about? My feeling is that the conversation 
is weighted entirely on the strategic level. Heated discussions 
occur on how many ships should be in the Navy? How many 
carriers should we have? Is China the next Russia? These are 
all important conversations that should continue but we are 



 33

missing something important. Where are the conversations 
about how best to tactically incorporate new systems like the 
LCS and the predator drone? Where were the tactical lessons 
learned from Operation New Dawn? What is the best way to 
find and approach pirates off Somalia? In the last year there 
has been a call out to Junior Officers to join the professional 
discussion. However, the discussion that was happening was 
at the strategic level. Junior Officers have something to add in 
that arena as well, but the strategic level issues are not the 
ones that most JOs handle every day. As a Junior Officer we 
should be reading, writing, and studying to perfect our 
knowledge of the tactical employment of whatever platform 
we are on. That is what the JO discussion should focus on and 
we as a community are not fostering that discussion. 

Naval Officers join the navy to lead Sailors and be 
officers in the profession of maritime war. We did not join 
Maersk or MSC. Those Sailors are excellent at their craft but 
that is not us. I joined to be a Surface Warfare Officer but I 
have to seek out the conversation that supports the warfare 
side of my community. In the CNOs “Sailing Directions” he 
says that we need “warfighting first, be ready to fight and win 
today, while building the ability to win tomorrow." But could 
we do it if we were called on? We have the platforms but do 
we know how best to employ them in combat? Instead of 
talking tactics we have been preparing for the next 
certification or inspection. While the country has been heavily 
involved in two land wars, the navy has been largely at peace, 
and we have gotten complacent in our thoughts. 

Twenty-six years ago, Captain Wayne Hughes wrote Fleet 
Tactics: Theory and Practice, which is still regarded as one of 
the preeminent works on Naval Tactics. In it he stated “Good 
tactics in wartime derive from good tactical study in 
peacetime” and then went on to state: 

Articles on tactics should dominate the Naval Institute 
Proceedings, as they did in the period from 1900 to 1910. The 
hard core of the Naval War College curriculum should be 
naval operations, as it was in the 1930s. War games should 
stress not merely training and experience but the lessons 
learned from each game’s outcome, as in the 1920s and 1930s. 

I don’t know that tactics need to dominate the entire naval 
discussion, as with most things in the Navy, it is important to 
have a “hi low mix." The discussion also no longer has to be 
limited to Proceedings. USNI would like to have more 
discussion on tactics there, but so would the USNI blog, 
Information Dissemination, CIMSEC, Sailorbob, Small Wars 
Journal, Alidade and a host of other online forums. This is a 
huge topic and there is enough to go around for all. 

In many of these forums innovation has been a buzzword 
recently. LT Benjamin Kohlman started a wonderful 
conversation about Disruptive Thinking and innovation on the 
Small Wars Journal Blog that has gone viral. I have 
thoroughly enjoyed the conversation. I agree with many of his 
points and I do believe that innovation at all levels is 
important; however, as Wayne Hughes would say, technical 
innovation without tactical innovation that will incorporate 
new technologies is useless in naval battle. 

One thing that is hindering the open discussion of tactics 
is the concern that it will endanger classified information. 
Many believe that it is impossible to have a true discussion of 
tactics in an unclass forum. This is not true. Those that are in 
the conversation need to be very careful to know what is and 

what is not classified but there are plenty of important 
conversations that can be debated and learned from in an open 
forum. The use of historical examples, hypothetical 
environments, and general tactical principles all provide ways 
to have that open discussion without crossing the boundary 
into the classified realm. 

The conversation on tactical innovation is especially 
important for the Junior Officers but it should not be limited to 
them. Senior officers and those that have gone before us have 
a wealth of knowledge on tactics. They have been there and 
know where the sinkholes are. Only by learning what has been 
done before can we keep from making the same mistakes over 
again. We have the forums. Once again it is time for us to 
read, think, speak and write about tactics. 

 
One Day at a Time: Supporting a Family Member 

with PTSD by Paul Ross from Navy Medicine Live, May 
30 

Paul Ross, U.S. Navy Bureau of Medicine and Surgery 
Public Affairs, is the Editor of Navy Medicine Magazine. 

When my kid brother left for Iraq he was just that — a 
kid. 

He returned home shattered inside. The “dark pit,” as he 
calls it, was hidden underneath his gruff, infantry-tattooed 
exterior. No one in our family could have predicted what he 
would experience or the after-effects that continue to haunt 
him today. 

Many Sailors, Soldiers, Marines and Airmen return from 
deployments with Post Traumatic Stress Disorder. As a family 
member of a person suffering from PTSD, we must be strong 
for them in a variety of ways to help them combat the 
disorder. 

I received an up-close and personal look at how it can 
affect a person, when my younger brother came to live with 
me after separating from the U.S. Army. 

Shortly after graduating from the U. S. Army Infantry 
School at Fort Benning, Ga., my younger brother found his 
newly-issued boots on the sandy ground in Mosul, Iraq — 
during a time that would turn out to be one of the bloodiest 
during the war. His main duties were to provide infantry 
support to convoys, security detail, and to locate and 
apprehend insurgents. 

He came home with an inescapable burden on his back. 
He continually woke up, drenched in sweat, with nightmares 
so real he could still see the terrifying images in his dark 
room. His mind was filled with the lives he had to take, the 
friends he lost — some to the enemy, some to suicide — and 
the near-misses of death’s cold, bony grip on his own neck. 

He talked to no one about the sleepless nights and the 
recurring feelings of depression and hopelessness. The stigma 
associated with being diagnosed with PTSD kept him from 
seeking help. The disorder eventually caused him to exit the 
Army before his enlistment was up. A short time later he’d be 
living in my finished basement, as my wife and I adjusted to 
life with our two kids and a newly discharged war veteran. 

My brother would continually become overwhelmed with 
routine things like paying his bills, getting up for work or 
dealing with relationships. PTSD was winning the battle 
against him, and he did not know how to fight back. 

Even after he hung up his uniform, he still carried himself 
like an invincible Infantry Soldier. Deep down he knew he 
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needed help, but was still too afraid, ashamed and 
overwhelmed to seek it. 

The year he spent with us was an extremely trying time. 
As he was learning how to get better, we were learning how to 
help him. Being a family member of someone who has been 
diagnosed with combat-related PTSD can be difficult, but the 
most important thing we did was to provide a stable support 
system for him. 

There were times my brother could be so frustrating that 
we would get into screaming matches. He would peel out of 
the neighborhood, the screech of his car tires echoing through 
the house, and I would pray he came home that night. His 
behavior became more erratic. I helped him apply for jobs. He 
would hold one for a short time and then quit, normally after 
losing his temper or becoming fed-up with it. All of these 
actions are a correlation to the internal fight he was struggling 
with. 

After much convincing by my wife and I, he finally 
overcame his fear of the stigma associated with the disorder 
and went to the local Veterans Affairs medical center, where 
he was evaluated and given a service-connected disability for 
PTSD, as well as for injuring his back while deployed, but 
most importantly access to the tools and programs to fight it. 

The nightmares still remained. We continued our support. 
I gathered research on the subject, finding that a mix of 
therapy, medication and a healthy lifestyle could decrease the 
effects. He started taking a prescribed medication and would 
speak with social workers at the VA hospital regularly. I 
dragged him to workouts with me and would create healthy 
athletic competition for us, including intramural sports, which 
was something he enjoyed and looked forward to all week. We 
made sure he remembered his appointments, encouraged him 
in his work and most importantly, ensured that he knew he 
was a valuable part of our family dynamic. I tried to keep him 
from getting overwhelmed by telling him to take things “one 
day at a time.” It became a mantra for us. 

It’s been a few years since my brother was in Iraq with an 
M4 slung over his shoulder. And he’s a long way from the 8-
year-old who dugfoxholes in my mother’s backyard while 
dreaming of being a Soldier. He would never take back his 
time in the Army and believes very much in his mission in 
Iraq. When he eventually made me one of the few people he 
shared his experiences with, he confessed with tear-filled eyes 
of times he came close to taking his own life. He assured me 
that war is not glorious or heroic. He did what he had to do 
because the Soldiers serving beside him needed him, and each 
one of them would have done the same thing, he said. 

After a year with us, he had gotten his PTSD under 
control, with help from the VA and support from his family. 
He continues to maintain his appointments, takes his 
medication, works out on a regular basis and has a steady job. 
He is living on his own and is still fighting hard. 

While there is no clear cut route to helping a family 
member with combat-related PTSD, the one thing we can do 
for those close to us who are suffering, is to offer support. 
Without his family, I don’t know where my brother would be 
today – if he would even be alive. But I do know that he is 
winning the war — one day at a time. 

 
Faces of the Fleet from Navy Live, May 3 
“Faces of the Fleet” takes a look at YOUR Navy 

operating forward. These images represent the greatest Sailors 
in the greatest Navy in the world leading from the deck plates, 
and completing missions around the globe. This is your fleet 
and these are your Sailors! Hooyah, Navy!! 

 Midshipman 1st Class Kevin Hillery makes his way 
on stage to receive his diploma during the 2012 
graduation ceremony at the U.S. Naval Academy. 
Despite an accident in April that left him paralyzed, 
Hillery was still allowed to graduate from the 
academy. 

 Capt. Steven Wieman, commanding officer of Naval 
Air Facility Atsugi, lays a wreath on a flag-draped 
coffin during a Memorial Day observance at Alliance 
Park. 

 Master Chief Susan Whitman, command master chief 
of the Nimitz-class aircraft carrier USS Abraham 
Lincoln (CVN 72), wipes tears from her eyes while 
watching a slide presentation during a change of 
charge ceremony. 

 Machinist's Mate 2nd Class Thao Tran tests liquid 
nitrogen in a cryogenic plant aboard the Nimitz-class 
aircraft carrier USS Abraham Lincoln (CVN 72). 

 Aviation Machinist's Mate 3rd Class Emily Cestari, 
from Miami, and Aviation Machinist's Mate 2nd 
Class Isaac Pimental, from Baguio, Philippines, 
conduct routine maintenance on F/A-18 Super Hornet 
from the "Diamondbacks" of Strike Fighter Squadron 
(VFA) 102 aboard the the forward deployed Nimitz-
class aircraft carrier USS George Washington (CVN 
73). 

 Senior Chief Aviation Boatswain's Mate (Handling) 
Glen Newbins directs Sailors in preparation to man 
the rails of the Japan-based, Nimitz-class aircraft 
carrier USS George Washington (CVN 73) before 
departing Yokosuka, Japan. 

 Musician 3rd Class Michael Bookman, a member of 
the U.S. 7th Fleet Far East Edition Brass Band, plays 
the trumpet for Thai nationals during a show at the 
Terminal 21 Mall in Bangkok. 

View Gallery (7 Photos) 
Your Navy TODAY (May. 3 2012) 
On any given day, in your Navy, our team of more than 

600,000 professional Sailors and Civilians are working 
together around the globe to perform our mission: deter 
aggression and, if deterrence fails, win our Nation’s wars. It is 
not possible to share every aspect of this global team but, 
through this blog, we offer you a glimpse of what these men 
and women do. 

May 24 - (Fleet Week New York City; UNITAS 
Pacific) 

View Gallery (6 Photos) 
May 29 - (Red Sea; Callao, Peru) 
View Gallery (7 Photos) 
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CHINFO DUTY CLIPS 
Sunday, July 29, 2012 

 
**NOT FOR DISTRIBUTION**  

 

TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Former CNO Admiral James Watkins Passes Away 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 27 JUL 12) ... From Defense Media Activity Navy  

WASHINGTON -- Retired Navy Admiral James D. Watkins, the 22nd Chief of Naval Operations, passed away July 26. He was 
85. 

 
2. James D. Watkins Dies At 85; Retired Admiral Led AIDS, Ocean Panels 
Adm. James D. Watkins rose to chief naval officer during his 37-year naval career. Under Reagan, he led a 
commission on AIDS that produced a widely praised report. He was secretary of Energy under George H.W. 
Bush. 
(LOS ANGELES TIMES 29 JUL 12) ... Valerie J. Nelson 

Navy Adm. James D. Watkins was considered "an unlikely hero" after he was called out of retirement in 1987 to accomplish what 
many considered a near-impossible task — taking over the leadership of an embattled and divided presidential commission on AIDS. 

 
3. We’ll Never, Ever Overpay For Biofuels 
(WIRED 27 JUL 12) ... Tom Hicks 

Last week, Danger Room published a critical look at the Navy’s efforts to launch a renewable-powered “Great Green Fleet” — 
and kickstart the market for biofuels in the process. Not surprisingly, the Navy’s leadership had all sorts of objections to the piece. But 
they took particular exception to the section about the price of the biofuel. A Pentagon-sponsored study says that the Navy could 
spend as much as $1.76 billion annually for all the biofuel they’ve promised to use by 2020. In this exclusive op-ed, Deputy Assistant 
Secretary of the Navy for Energy Tom Hicks says the Navy will never pay that kind of premium. 

 
4. Navy Christens Last Of 3 Ships Honoring 9/11 Sites 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 28 JUL 12) 

AVONDALE, La. — The USS Somerset — the last of three Navy ships named for 9/11 attack sites — was christened Saturday in 
honor of the passengers and crew of the plane that crashed before terrorists could reach their intended target. 

 
5. Navy’s Shipbuilding Plan And The CBO Report—Similarities, Differences And Why 
The Navy and CBO shipbuilding estimates are closer than you think and the differences between them are 
easy to understand. 
(NAVY LIVE 27 JUL 12) 

Our current shipbuilding plan balances anticipated future demands for naval forces with expected resources. With anticipated 
future fiscal realities, we focus our investments to ensure the battle force is capable of meeting the Navy’s core missions, along with 
the capacity to operate forward in the most critical regions. The goal is to work within fiscal limitations to meet these core mission 
responsibilities with needed capacity. 

 
6. MCPON Visits Sailors In Bremerton And Bangor, Washington 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 27 JUL 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Thomas L. Rosprim, Office of the Master Chief 
Petty Officer of the Navy  

BANGOR, Wash. -- Master Chief Petty Officer of the Navy (MCPON) (SS/SW) Rick D. West completed visits with Sailors 
stationed at Naval Base Kitsap (NBK) Bremerton and Bangor, Washington, July 27.  
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CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
7. Pacific Partnership 2012 Arrives In Cambodia 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 28 JUL 12) ... From Pacific Partnership 2012 Public Affairs  

SIHANOUKVILLE, Cambodia -- The Military Sealift Command's hospital ship, USNS Mercy (T-AH 19) arrived in Cambodia, 
July 28, to begin the final mission phase of Pacific Partnership 2012 (PP12). This is the U.S. Pacific Fleet's seventh annual Pacific 
Partnership humanitarian and civic assistance (HCA) mission. 

 
8. USS Jason Dunham Hosts Foreign Officers For Damage Control Training 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 27 JUL 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class William Jamieson, USS Jason Dunham Public 
Affairs  

MEDITERRANEAN SEA -- The guided-missile destroyer USS Jason Dunham (DDG 109) completed damage control training 
with international naval officers as a part of the Partnership of Adriatic Mariners, July 25. 

 
9. Texas Welcomes New Texan II Aircraft  
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 27 JUL 12) ... Lt. John Supple, Chief of Naval Air Training Public Affairs  

CORPUS CHRISTI, Texas -- Naval Aviators and local leaders joined together aboard Naval Air Station Corpus Christi to 
welcome the newest training aircraft to Training Air Wing 4, July 26. 

 
10. Midshipmen Get Underway With USS Makin Island During PROTRAMID 2012 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 27 JUL 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class David P. McKee, USS Makin Island Public Affairs  

USS MAKIN ISLAND, At Sea -- A group of 54 Midshipmen from the U.S. Naval Academy got underway with the crew of the 
amphibious assault ship USS Makin Island (LHD 8) July 23-27, for the first week of their 2012 Professional Training of Midshipmen 
(PROTRAMID) program.  

 
11. China Business Leaders Visit NWC Via Academic Partnership 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 27 JUL 12) ... Lt. Kris Garland, U.S. Naval War College Public Affairs  

NEWPORT, R.I. -- Forty Chinese business leaders enrolled in Babson College's Executive Education (China) Program visited the 
U.S. Naval War College (NWC), July 26, to learn about military perspectives of leadership and innovation and discuss how to apply 
that knowledge to their own businesses.  

 

GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
12. Iran Preparing To Strike U.S. Warships? 
(CNN 27 JUL 12) ... Barbara Starr 

CANDY CROWLEY: Alarming signs that Iran may again be flexing its military muscle in the face of the United States. The 
Washington Post reports today the country is gaining new capabilities to strike at U.S. warships in the Persian Gulf. It cites officials 
who say the new systems are boosting Iran's confidence they could quickly damage or destroy U.S. ships if hostilities erupt. 

 
13. Panel Urges More U.S. Ships In Pacific For Pivot To Asia 
Pentagon-commissioned report says the stakes are growing fast in South and South-east Asia 
(BLOOMBERG 28 JUL 12) ... David Lerman 

The Defense Department should move more ships to the Pacific and better define its strategy as it pivots toward Asia to counter a 
rising China, according to a report commissioned by the Pentagon. 

 
14. Australia Defends Defence Cuts 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 29 JUL 12) 

Australian Defence Minister Stephen Smith defended military spending cuts, saying the belt-tightening would not impact 
overseas operations or those with key ally the United States. 

 
15. Should India Be Building Another Carrier? 
(DEFENSE NEWS 30 JUL 12) ... Vivek Raghucanshi 

NEW DELHI — Observers are questioning the wisdom of India's decision to begin design work on its second homemade aircraft 
carrier, even as its first indigenous carrier faces more than two years of delays due to technical snags and its quest to refit a Russian-
built carrier has been beset by years of delays and billions in cost overruns. 
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16. Russian Navy Chief Says His Country Is Studying A Base In Cuba 
The head of Moscow’s Navy says he's interested in a port in Cuba for maintenance and assistance. 
(MIAMI HERALD 28 JUL 12) ... Juan O. Tamayo 

A statement by the head of the Russian Navy that his country is considering establishing a naval facility in Cuba underlined the 
warming relations between the former Cold War allies but sparked little initial concern in the United States. 

 

PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
17. NSWC Port Hueneme Wounded Warrior Program Going Strong 
(VENTURA COUNTY STAR 27 JUL 12) ... Alyce Moncourtois 

Naval Surface Warfare Center (NSWC), Port Hueneme Division is proud of its record for hiring Wounded Warriors. Since 
inception of the Wounded Warrior Program at NSWC Port Hueneme Division in 2009, the command has hired 62 wounded veterans.  

 
18. Job Application Changes Focus On Sea Duty Manning 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 27 JUL 12) ... From Naval Personnel Command Public Affairs  

MILLINGTON, Tenn. -- The Navy announced changes to their enlisted distribution system in Career Management System 
Interactive Detailing (CMS/ID) in a message released July 26. 

 
19. Chief Petty Officer Selectee Leadership Course Ready for 2012 Induction Season 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 27 JUL 12) ... Susan Henson, Center for Personal and Professional Development Public Affairs  

VIRGINIA BEACH, Va. -- A new Chief Petty Officer Selectee Leadership Course (CPOSLC) will be available for this year's 
CPO Induction Season, Master Chief Petty Officer of the Navy (MCPON) (SS/SW) Rick D. West said July 27.  

 
20. Pre-Separation Counseling Training Announced 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 27 JUL 12) ... Commander, Navy Installations Command  

WASHINGTON, D.C. -- Commander, Navy Installations Command (CNIC) recently announced the 2012-2013 schedule for Pre-
Separation Counseling Training Course.  

 
21. Veterans Help Themselves By Helping Others 
Nonprofit grooms ex-military for jobs via service projects 
(CHICAGO TRIBUNE 27 JUL 12) ... Mitch Smith 

Jeffrey Hall knows the look of an empty pantry. 
 

22. Heroes’ Final Acts  
Navy family mourns sailors who sacrificed to save others in Colo. shooting 
(NAVY TIMES 06 AUG 12) ... Mark D. Faram  

Among the victims of the movie theater shooting in Aurora, Colo., were two sailors — one an active-duty petty officer, another a 
former petty officer trying to get back in. 

 

FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
23. Ingalls Awarded $1.5B Contract 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 28 JUL 12) 

PASCAGOULA — Mississippi officials are celebrating a newly announced $1.5 billion contract awarded to Huntington Ingalls 
Industries for design and construction of an amphibious transport dock LPD 27 ship, to be built at the company's Ingalls Shipbuilding 
division. 

 
24. Navy Defends Shipbuilding Plan, Cost Estimates 
(DEFENSE DAILY 27 JUL 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

The Navy is defending the service's 30-year shipbuilding plan following a report by the Congressional Budget Office (CBO) this 
week that projected higher costs for procuring ships over the next three decades than the Navy estimates. 

 
25. Navy Sets Up Program Office For CVN-79 
(DEFENSE DAILY 27 JUL 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

The Navy has stood up a program office for the planning and procurement of the second ship in the class of Gerald R. Ford 
(CVN-78) aircraft carriers. 
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26. A Less-Flexible LCS  
Report: Ships’ mission modules will take weeks, not days, to swap out 
(NAVY TIMES 06 AUG 12) ... Christopher P. Cavas  

The original idea for the littoral combat ship envisioned modular mission packages that could be rapidly swapped. A ship could 
change missions easily from mine warfare, for example, to anti-sub-marine warfare over the course of a single deployment. 

 
27. U.S. Navy Tests For Carrier-Based UAV Operations AIN Defense Perspective 
(AVIATION INTERNATIONAL NEWS 27 JUL 12) ... Bill Carey 

The U.S. Navy is testing software aboard the USS Harry S. Truman to validate the concept of autonomous UAV operations 
around an aircraft carrier at sea. The service is conducting the carrier integration testing to prepare for the arrival of the Northrop 
Grumman X-47B unmanned combat air system demonstrator (UCAS-D), which is expected to begin operations from a carrier next 
year. 

 
28. DoD Sees 4 Sequestration Scenarios 
1-Year Budget Deal Would Buy More Time 
(DEFENSE NEWS 30 JUL 12) ... Marcus Weisgerber 

Increasingly concerned that time is running out for the U.S. Congress to avoid $500 billion in automatic defense cuts, the 
Pentagon is assessing all options, including the possible implications of a one-year, $100 billion government-wide, "mini-sequester" 
deficit-reduction deal, Defense Department and industry sources said. 

 
29. The Budget Control Act- One Year later 
(DEFENSE NEWS 30 JUL 12) ... Kate Brannen  

On Aug. 2, the U.S. Budget Control Act of 2011 will mark its one year anniversary, a date probably few in Washington will 
celebrate. 

 

BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
30. Looming Navy Shuffle To Make Big Waves In Region 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 29 JUL 12) ... Bill Bartel 

One of every five Navy ships in Hampton Roads is slated to be relocated or decommissioned in the next five years, changes that 
will leave the region with 5,400 fewer sailors, a Virginian-Pilot analysis has found. 

 
31. Independent Review Supports Pacific Realignment Plans 
(STARS AND STRIPES 27 JUL 12) ... Travis J. Tritten  

CAMP FOSTER, Okinawa — An independent review submitted to Congress and made public Friday supports plans to relocate 
U.S. military forces in the Pacific over criticism from some lawmakers that the realignment is unaffordable and unrealistic. 

 
32. 2005 BRAC Cost More, Saved Less, Than Estimated 
(NEWPORT NEWS DAILY PRESS 29 JUL 12) ... Hugh Lessig 

Sequestration is the newest scary word to enter the military vocabulary of Hampton Roads, a Beltway term for deep cuts in 
defense and non-defense spending that will take effect in January unless Washington decides otherwise. 

 
33. Blue Angels Soar High To Please The Crowd 
(MAGIC VALLEY TIMES- NEWS (ID) 29 JUL 12) ... Kimberlee Kruesi 

TWIN FALLS • The U.S. Navy Blue Angels left the Air Magic Valley air show attendees awestruck on Saturday with a showcase 
that barreled to the soundtrack of Motley Crue. 

 
34. Naval Forces Europe Band Prepares Debut Performance In Edinburgh 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 27 JUL 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Jason Howard, Commander, U.S. Naval Forces 
Europe-Africa/U.S. 6th Fleet Public Affairs  

NAPLES, Italy -- Commander, U.S. Naval Forces Europe (CNE) Band prepared for their performance for the 2012 Royal 
Edinburgh Military Tattoo while on board Naval Support Activity Naples, July 25. 
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NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
35. The View From The E Ring 
Gen. Martin Dempsey, chairman of the Joint Chiefs, on how to cut nearly $500 billion and still keep the 
military healthy. 
(NATIONAL JOURNAL 28 JUL 12) ... James Kitfield 

On a desk once used by Douglas MacArthur, Joint Chiefs of Staff Chairman Martin Dempsey keeps a small wooden box 
engraved with the words “Make It Matter.” Inside are cards containing the photos and brief biographies of the more than 130 soldiers 
he lost in Iraq as commander of the Army’s 1st Armored Division. As he shepherds the military into the austerity era, Dempsey finds 
all the inspiration he needs in the box. NationalJournal Senior Correspondent James Kitfield spoke recently with Dempsey in his 
Pentagon office. Edited excerpts follow. 

 
36. The New New Thing 
Even as Pentagon budgets shrink, innovative defense companies have struck it rich off the effort to reset, 
upgrade, and get networked. 
(NATIONAL JOURNAL 28 JUL 12) ... Kevin Baron 

Last year, a four-star general summoned a dozen executives from small-, medium-, and “Eisenhower”-sized defense contractors 
to the Pentagon for a chat about the industry’s future. According to Joseph Dyer, a retired vice admiral who attended but declined to 
name others present, the senior officer wanted to gauge the mood about the coming spending cuts. The Defense Department already 
plans to slash $487 billion from its 10-year budget, and if the sequester takes effect, that number will top $1 trillion. Coming off a 
decade of war, the future of big-ticket items worth billions of dollars is in doubt, and expansive new projects are dead on arrival. 

 
37. General Warns Of Dramatic Increase In Cyber-Attacks On U.S. Firms 
(LOS ANGELES TIMES 28 JUL 12) ... Ken Dilanian 

ASPEN, Colo. -- Computer intrusions by hackers, criminals and nations against U.S. infrastructure increased seventeenfold from 
2009 to 2011, the nation's chief cyber defender says, and it's only a matter of time before such an attack causes physical damage. 

 

OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
38. US Dilemma In South China Sea Response 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 28 JUL 12) ... Matthew Pennington 

WASHINGTON--China has heightened tensions in the South China Sea with its new, remote island city and planned military 
garrison in a contested area viewed as a potential flashpoint for conflict in the Asia-Pacific. 

 
39. The Risks Of Military Drawdowns 
Washington nearly always gets drawdowns wrong -- paving the way for military calamity. Will it botch this 
one, too? 
(NATIONAL JOURNAL 28 JUL 12) ... James Kitfield 

On a recent trip to Capitol Hill, Joint Chiefs of Staff Chairman Martin Dempsey got into a sharp private exchange with a member 
of Congress he declines to name. The lawmaker warned the general that if attempts to downsize the military for austere times render it 
“hollow” once again, he’d have only himself, not Congress, to blame. 

 
40. Sub Arson Case Has At Least One Positive Aspect  
(NAVY TIMES 06 AUG 12) ... Christopher Cavas 

The news that a young, disgruntled civilian worker named Casey James Fury might directly have caused one of the most 
devastating submarine fires in Navy history might be a good thing. 

 

BBLLOOGGSS::  
EEVVEERRGGRREEEENN::  
41. Sea Duty Plan Promising 
(NAVY TIMES 06 AUG 12) ... Editorial 

At last count, some 10,000 sea duty jobs were vacant, requiring last-minute scrambling before deployments and too-frequent 
incidents of cross-decking, in which sailors just back from deployment are transferred to ships getting ready to slip their lines. 

 
42. Good Job News For Vets  
(NAVY TIMES 06 AUG 12) ... Editorial 

Government officials have wrung their hands for years over how best to help separating troops find post-service jobs. 
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43. New Law Grants Skills Credit For Military Training 
(NAVY TIMES 06 AUG 12) ... Rick Maze  

Federal agencies must now treat military training as sufficient to qualify troops for federal licenses or certification under a law 
enacted July 23. 

 
44. Jobs After The Navy Starting Now: Personalized Support For Your Post-Service Life 
(NAVY TIMES 06 AUG 12) ... Rick Maze  

The 22-year-old Transition Assistance Program is getting a total makeover, aiming to make the classes and workshops more 
helpful for troops leaving the military and entering a struggling civilian economy. 

 
45. PTSD App Lets Patients, Doctors Track Progress  
(NAVY TIMES 06 AUG 12) ... Patricia Kime  

A new Defense Department app could improve treatment for patients with post-traumatic stress disorder. 
 

46. Lessons For A Long Cruise  
We asked the experts: Amphib crews share 5 tips to help you survive extended deployments 
(NAVY TIMES 06 AUG 12) ... Sam Fellman  

NORFOLK, Va. — It’s no secret that, with the fleet flexing to respond to crises around the world, deployments are getting longer 
and, in some cases, more frequent. 

 
47. Sea Duty Overhaul  
The plan: New manning rules could net you a bigger bonus — or force you off shore 
(NAVY TIMES 06 AUG 12) ... Mark D. Faram  

With about 10,000 unfilled billets at sea, Navy officials have launched their largest push in decades to reduce the shortfall of sea-
duty sailors. 

 
48. The Perks: How Sailors Can Cash In, Extend Careers 
(NAVY TIMES 06 AUG 12) ... Mark D. Faram  

The Navy’s manning shortfalls could be just what many sailors need to net extra cash or jump-start a stalled career, said Master 
Chief Petty Offi-cer of the Navy (SS/SW) Rick West. “This is a proactive program by the Navy, but to take full advantage of it, sailors 
need to be proactive,” he said. 

 
49. Report Outlines CO’s Unwelcome Advances  
Female sailors accuse skipper of making sexist remarks, lurid stares 
(NAVY TIMES 06 AUG 12) ... Joshua Stewart  

On a warship, you should always keep your head on a swivel to ensure you and your shipmates are safe. But one destroyer 
skipper allegedly kept turning his head for another reason — to check out the women onboard. 

 

OOII--33  CCUULLLLSS::  
50. Ship Being Built At Avondale Will Carry Loved Ones' Memories Of 9/11 Victims 
(NEW ORLEANS TIMES-PICAYUNE 28 JUL 12) ... Paul Purpura 

David Beamer sees the Somerset, the Navy warship being built at the Avondale shipyard, as "a great reminder" of the heroism 
displayed on Sept. 11, 2001, when passengers attacked the terrorists who hijacked United Airlines Flight 93, sparing the nation an 
attack on Washington, D.C. His son, Todd Beamer, was one of the 40 passengers and crew to die that morning, when the airliner 
crashed in a field in Somerset County, Penn. Todd Beamer's final known words, "Okay, let's roll," as the attack to retake the plane 
began, became a rallying cry for U.S. troops sent to Afghanistan in search of 9/11 mastermind Osama bin Laden. 

 
51. In Avondale, Navy Christens Last Of 3 Ships Honoring 9/11 Sites 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 29 JUL 12) ... Janet McConnaughey 

The Somerset — the last of three Navy ships named for 9/11 attack sites — was christened Saturday at the Avondale shipyard in 
honor of the passengers and crew of the plane that crashed short of terrorists' intended target after passengers stormed the cockpit. 
Instead of hitting a target in Washington on Sept. 11, 2001, United Airlines Flight 93 crashed in Somerset County, Pa., killing all 40 
passengers and crew members. 
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52. Ingalls Awarded $1.5 Billion Contract For Construction Of 11th LPD 
(WKRG 27 JUL 12) 

PASCAGOULA, Mississippi -- The U.S. Navy today awarded Huntington Ingalls Industries (NYSE:HII) a $1.5 billion fixed-
price incentive contract for the detail design and construction of the amphibious transport dock LPD 27. The ship will be built at the 
company's Ingalls Shipbuilding division. 

 
53. Former CNO Under Reagan Dies 
(NAVY TIMES 27 JUL 12) ... Jacqueline Klimas 

Adm. James Watkins, the Chief of Naval Operations during the Reagan administration, died July 26. 
 

54. Pentagon, Congress Must Break 'Logjam' Over Japan, Guam Bases: CSIS 
(AOL DEFENSE 27 JUL 12) ... Sydney J. Freedberg Jr. 

CAPITOL HILL--Senate Armed Services Committee leaders released a 100-plus-page report on the administration's Asia strategy 
today, including -- perhaps inadvertently -- four pages of comments from Defense Secretary Leon Panetta. 

 
55. Admiral Led 1980s AIDS Commission 
James D. Watkins, 85 
(WASHINGTON POST 28 JUL 12) ... T. Rees Shapiro 

Retired Navy Adm. James D. Watkins, who displayed independence in politically charged waters as energy secretary under 
President George H.W. Bush and as chairman of an influential commission on the AIDS epidemic in the late 1980s, died July 26 at his 
home in Alexandria. He was 85. 

 
56. USS Somerset Named To Honor Flight 93 Victims 
(PITTSBURGH POST-GAZETTE 28 JUL 12) ... Emily Dobler 

Nearly 11 years ago, Somerset drew national attention after the Flight 93 crash in Stonycreek. Now, Rep. Mark Critz, D-
Johnstown, said the county can show how it pulled together through the christening of the USS Somerset. 

 
57. Cape St. George Concludes Malta Visit 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 27 JUL 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Christopher S. Johnson, USS Cape St. George 
Public Affairs  

VALLETTA, Malta -- Deployed Sailors aboard the Ticonderoga-class guided-missile cruiser USS Cape St. George (CG 71) 
concluded a four-day port visit in Valletta, Malta, July 23. 

 
58. Huntington Ingalls Wins $1.5 Billion Navy Contract 
(NEWPORT NEWS DAILY PRESS 28 JUL 12) ... Michael Welles Shapiro 

NEWPORT NEWS – Huntington Ingalls Industries won a $1.51 billion Navy contract to build an amphibious warship at its 
Mississippi shipyard, the company announced Friday. 

 
59. Navy Petty Officer Memorialized At Wake In Hometown Crystal Lake 
(CHICAGO TRIBUNE 28 JUL 12) ... Lisa Black 

With dozens of flags lining the entrance to the funeral home, mourners paid their respects Friday for John Larimer, a Navy 
intelligence technician from Crystal Lake who was killed during the July 20 shooting rampage in a Denver-area movie theater. 

 
60. Navy Issues Contract For 10th LPD 
(DEFENSE DAILY 27 JUL 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

The Navy announced a $1.5-billion contract Friday to Huntington Ingalls Industries [HII] for the construction of the 10th ship in 
the San Antonio -class (LPD-17) of amphibious transport dock ships. 

 

OOTTHHEERR  //  RREECCOOMMMMEENNDDEEDD  CCUULLLLSS::  
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TTOOPP  SSTTOORRIIEESS::  
1. Former CNO Admiral James Watkins Passes Away 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 27 JUL 12) ... From Defense Media Activity Navy  

WASHINGTON -- Retired Navy Admiral James D. 
Watkins, the 22nd Chief of Naval Operations, passed away 
July 26. He was 85. 

"Few have lived as full or accomplished a life as Adm. 
Watkins," said Secretary of the Navy Ray Mabus. "Although 
we mourn his passing, we celebrate his accomplishments not 
only as a consummate Naval Officer and public servant, but 
also as a man who understood the importance of taking care of 
the entire Navy family." 

A 1949 graduate of the U.S. Naval Academy, Watkins 
became CNO June 30, 1982 and served until June 30, 1986 
during the height of the Cold War. A career submariner, he 
also commanded the U.S. Sixth Fleet and later the U.S. Pacific 
Fleet. He also served as Chief of Naval Personnel and Vice 
Chief of Naval Operations.  

"Adm. Watkins served the nation, leading Sailors during 
some of our nation's most trying and challenging times from 
1949 to 1986," said Chief of Naval Operations Jonathan 
Greenert. "His strategic approach to safeguarding our national 
security and interests at sea set a precedent for generations to 
come. Adm. Watkins was an innovative thinker who pushed 
our Navy forward. He was known for developing a Maritime 
Strategy for dealing with the U.S.S.R. and improving the 
quality of life for Sailors and their families. We will always 
remember the life and honorable service of a great shipmate." 

As CNO, Watkins led a Navy that operated in support of 
national objectives in Grenada, Lebanon, and the Persian Gulf. 
Appreciating that changes were occurring in the Soviet Union 
at the end of the Cold War, he initiated a review of American 
naval strategy. He precipitated a renaissance in naval 

operational thought that encouraged a new generation of 
officers to become more deeply involved. 

After retiring from the Navy he led a very active life. In 
1987 he chaired President Reagan's Commission on the HIV 
Epidemic. Known as "The Watkins Commission," it 
investigated the AIDS epidemic and eventually recommended 
support for increased AIDS research, laws protecting HIV-
positive people, and treatment of drug addiction. 

On March 9, 1989, Watkins was sworn in as Secretary of 
Energy by President George Bush. As Energy Secretary, he 
developed a ten-point plan to strengthen environmental 
protection and waste management activities at the Department 
of Energy, established the Office of Environmental 
Restoration and Waste Management, and, recognizing 
American dependence on foreign oil, instituted policy 
designed to increase oil production and decrease consumption 
to counter Iraqi-Kuwaiti oil losses caused by the Iraqi Invasion 
of Kuwait. He remained in his position as Energy Secretary 
until 1993. 

The U.S. Commission on Ocean Policy became the 
second presidential commission chaired by Watkins. 
Established by The Oceans Act of 2000 on Jan. 20, 2001, the 
commission was charged with developing a comprehensive 
national ocean policy including governance, research, 
education, marine operations, stewardship, and investment. It 
conducted hearings and research before producing its final 
report, "An Ocean Blueprint for the 21st Century" on Sept. 20, 
2004. 

Watkins is survived by his wife Janet and his six children. 
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2. James D. Watkins Dies At 85; Retired Admiral Led AIDS, Ocean Panels 
Adm. James D. Watkins rose to chief naval officer during his 37-year naval career. Under Reagan, he led a 
commission on AIDS that produced a widely praised report. He was secretary of Energy under George H.W. 
Bush. 
(LOS ANGELES TIMES 29 JUL 12) ... Valerie J. Nelson 

Navy Adm. James D. Watkins was considered "an 
unlikely hero" after he was called out of retirement in 1987 to 
accomplish what many considered a near-impossible task — 
taking over the leadership of an embattled and divided 
presidential commission on AIDS. 

A former chief of naval operations, Watkins was a deeply 
religious Roman Catholic father of six who had once called 
the military's ban on homosexuals "a sound policy." Yet he 
was also known as an independent and analytical thinker. 

Asked by the Reagan administration to formulate a 
national strategy to deal with the AIDS epidemic, the 
commission united under Watkins' new leadership, releasing a 
1988 report that was widely praised for its ambitious 
healthcare initiatives and its compassion. 

"It was vintage Jim Watkins," Adm. William J. Crowe Jr., 
then chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, told The Times in 
1988. "He learned everything he could about it, analyzed it, 
then divided it up into manageable areas. It's just the kind of 
thing he does so well." 

Watkins, 85, who was secretary of Energy under 
President George H.W. Bush, died Thursday at his home in 
Alexandria, Va. He had been in declining health in recent 
years, said his brother, John. 

After taking charge of the Energy Department in 1989, 
Watkins launched the first program to clean up pollution at the 
nation's nuclear plants and spearheaded the administration's 
energy legislation. 

Bush acknowledged choosing Watkins in part because of 
a background in nuclear energy that included serving under 
Adm. Hyman Rickover, who guided the Navy's development 
of nuclear propulsion in the early 1970s. The two grew close, 
and when Rickover died in 1986 Watkins gave the eulogy. 

"The Navy changed me," Watkins told The Times in 
1988. "Rickover had an intense interest in getting involved 
with the best and the brightest, and he drove it very hard.... He 
got me to understand the importance of education and doing 
everything you can to measure up to your God-given 
potential." 
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At the Energy Department, Watkins also developed a 10-
point plan to strengthen environmental protection and waste 
management activities in the agency, and instituted policy 
designed to decrease American dependence on foreign oil. He 
left the post in 1993. 

During his 37-year naval career, he rose to chief naval 
officer and was known for developing a maritime strategy for 
dealing with the Soviet Union and for improving the lives of 
those serving in the Navy and their families, according to 
Jonathan Greenert, chief of naval operations. 

"Watkins was an innovative thinker," Greenert said, "who 
pushed our Navy forward." 

The sixth of seven children, James David Watkins was 
born March 7, 1927, at home in Alhambra. 

His grandfather George Clinton Ward was president of 
Southern California Edison in the early 1930s, and his father, 
Edward Francis Watkins, owned the Southern California 
Winery Co. and grew grapes in what is now San Marino. After 
losing his ranch during Prohibition, his father went to work for 
Edison. 

James Watkins once said his mother, Louise, was a 
woman 30 years ahead of her time. In 1938, she 
unsuccessfully sought the Republican nomination for Senate. 

After receiving a bachelor's degree from the U.S. Naval 
Academy in 1949, Watkins served on submarines during the 
Korean and Vietnam wars. In 1958, he earned a master's 
degree in mechanical engineering from the U.S. Naval 
Postgraduate School in Monterey. 

By the late 1970s, Watkins was commander of the 6th 
Fleet and in the early 1980s served as commander in chief of 
the Pacific Fleet. 

At the Pentagon, he was known as a free, if conservative, 
spirit who was nicknamed "Radio Free Watkins." 

"He was strong. If you told him something, you better 
have done your homework," said John, who is his last 
surviving sibling and lives in Pasadena. "He would listen, but 
you better know what you were talking about." 

In 2001, Watkins began chairing another presidential 
commission, with a mandate to establish a comprehensive 
national ocean policy. Three years later, the grim report by the 
U.S. Commission on Ocean Policy gave nearly 200 
recommendations to President George W. Bush. They 
included urging the government to curtail pollution and 
control coastal development to nurse ailing waters back to 
health. 

"Everyone agrees the oceans are in trouble," Watkins told 
The Times in 2004, referring to the 16 panel members. "We 
know if we don't get moving now, in 10 years we may not be 
able to recover." 

In 1950, he married Sheila Jo McKinney, the daughter of 
a rear admiral. Her career, she later said, was to follow her 
husband around the world and raise their six children, often 
alone while moving 32 times during his Navy years. She died 
of cancer at 67 in 1996. 

Watkins' survivors include his wife of 12 years, Janet; six 
children from his first marriage, Katherine Coopersmith, 
Laura Jo Kauffmann, Charles Watkins, Susan Watkins, James 
D. Watkins Jr. and Edward Watkins; 11 grandchildren; and 
four great-grandchildren. 
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3. We’ll Never, Ever Overpay For Biofuels 
(WIRED 27 JUL 12) ... Tom Hicks 

Last week, Danger Room published a critical look at the 
Navy’s efforts to launch a renewable-powered “Great Green 
Fleet” — and kickstart the market for biofuels in the process. 
Not surprisingly, the Navy’s leadership had all sorts of 
objections to the piece. But they took particular exception to 
the section about the price of the biofuel. A Pentagon-
sponsored study says that the Navy could spend as much as 
$1.76 billion annually for all the biofuel they’ve promised to 
use by 2020. In this exclusive op-ed, Deputy Assistant 
Secretary of the Navy for Energy Tom Hicks says the Navy 
will never pay that kind of premium. 

Danger Room incorrectly reported that the Navy could 
spend as much as an extra $1.8 billion per year on biofuel; a 
completely incorrect projection lifted from a 2011 
Congressionally-mandated report (.pdf) that did not use 
realistic data or take into account the Navy’s commitment 
regarding biofuel purchases for operations. The figure is based 
on a crude extrapolation of analysis and is wrong for several 
reasons. 

First, the $1.8 billion figure assumes oil prices won’t be 
higher in 2020, and that biofuel costs won’t go down. We just 
don’t live in a world where oil prices never go up, technology 
doesn’t advance, and economies of scale don’t bring down 
cost; in fact, history tells us that the exact opposite is true. 
Eight years ago, the cost of petroleum was just under $40 per 
barrel and the annual volatility was plus or minus 10 percent. 

Today, the price of petroleum has more than doubled and the 
annual volatility is more than 30 percent. It is impossible to 
accurately predict where prices will be eight years from now, 
but with ever-increasing global demand and continued 
political unrest in oil-producing countries, nearly all experts 
agree that oil prices will increase, and we have seen the price 
of biofuel drop. 

Second, left out of Danger Room’s commentary about 
biofuel cost is the Navy’s well-known and much-publicized 
commitment to only purchase operational quantities of biofuel 
blends when they are competitive with petroleum, period. 
Future operational purchases of biofuel must be cost-
competitive with conventional fuels. We simply cannot afford 
it otherwise and will not do it. 

Nor does the Danger Room column mention that the 
government is already implementing one of the 
recommendations in the report for bringing down the 
estimated cost of biofuel, the Defense Production Act (DPA). 
DPA is an authority dating back to 1950 that has been used to 
advance the Navy’s nuclear propulsion program as well as 
many other defense-critical domestic industries. Taken 
together, these errors and omissions provide opponents with 
cover for repeating factual inaccuracies and misrepresenting 
the Navy’s biofuel program. 

Danger Room made other errors about Navy Secretary 
Ray Mabus and about congressional support for the Navy’s 
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biofuel program. For one, Secretary Mabus has never turned 
down a meeting with a member of Congress on any topic, 
including on the Navy’s energy initiatives. Also, there is such 
a significant and public show of support for the military’s 
biofuel initiatives – including bipartisan support, as seen most 
recently in the Op-Ed penned by Senators Jeanne Shaheen and 
Susan Collins – that it is irresponsible to speculate on the 
outcome of this ongoing debate, particularly so early in the 
legislative process. 

There have been efforts in Congress to restrict the 
Department of Defense’s ability to pursue all alternatives in 
order to reduce our reliance on foreign oil, but the potential 
consequences to these efforts are not well-understood. Until 
biofuels are qualified as fit for use, costs will be driven high 
by necessary tests and by temporary storage requirements. The 
House bill and the Senate Armed Services Committee 
amendments restricting the Department of Defense’s (DoD’s) 
abilities to pursue all domestic alternatives to foreign sourced 
fossil fuels guarantees that biofuel prices will remain 
unsustainably high. 

These congressional efforts would prohibit DoD 
procurement of operational quantities of biofuels unless they 
were at parity with conventional fuels. Because there is a 
modest cost to blend alternatives with conventional fuel, the 
language favors foreign sources of fuel over domestic 

alternatives. Confronted with a choice between purchasing 
foreign fossil fuels sourced from outwardly hostile regimes or 
areas of political unrest and domestically produced biofuels at 
the same exact cost, it would be illegal under these provisions 
for DoD to purchase the domestic alternatives in operational 
quantities. 

This same piece of legislation also appears to prohibit the 
DoD from using DPA, which would proscribe any actions 
whatsoever that would make domestically produced biofuels 
cost-competitive with conventional fuel. Another potential 
consequence of this legislation is that the DoD may be 
prohibited from purchasing non-biofuel alternatives such as 
hydrogen, fuel used for UAVs, which inherently cost more 
than conventional fuels. 

Prohibiting the DoD from pursuing cost-competitive 
alternatives severely limits our ability to reduce reliance on 
fossil fuels sourced from outwardly hostile parts of the world. 
It is a policy position that is bad for energy security and bad 
for national security. As we continue the debate in Congress 
and across the nation about America’s energy future, let’s 
pursue all the options that can achieve greater energy security 
for our country, and not allow the conversation to be 
sidetracked by oversimplifying or misstating the facts. 

Tom Hicks is the Deputy Assistant Secretary of the Navy 
for Energy. 
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4. Navy Christens Last Of 3 Ships Honoring 9/11 Sites 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 28 JUL 12) 

AVONDALE, La. — The USS Somerset — the last of 
three Navy ships named for 9/11 attack sites — was christened 
Saturday in honor of the passengers and crew of the plane that 
crashed before terrorists could reach their intended target. 

Passengers of United Airlines Flight 93 stormed the 
cockpit and thwarted an attack on Washington, but the plane 
crashed in Somerset County, Pa., killing all 40 passengers and 
crew members. 

"The men and women of Flight 93 ... thought they were 
going to San Francisco to work, to play, to learn; to live their 
lives in peace while others guarded them," said Navy Rear 
Adm. David Lewis. "Instead they found themselves in a war, 
on the front lines, in the opening battle. It was a new kind of 
war, one with new rules, maybe no rules at all. They had no 
preparation, no training, no guidance. 

"And they performed superbly." 
Flight 93 was hijacked after taking off from New Jersey. 

It crashed after passengers and crew, some alerted by cell 
phone calls from loved ones about the other 9/11 attacks in 
New York, decided to fight the hijackers. Investigators later 
determined the hijackers intended to crash it into the White 
House or Capitol in Washington, where the House and Senate 
were in session that morning. 

About two dozen relatives of the passengers attended the 
christening at the Huntington Ingalls Industries shipyard in 
Avondale, a New Orleans suburb. 

The Somerset is one of three amphibious landing docks 
named after the sites where planes taken over by terrorists 
crashed, killing nearly 3,000 people. 

Its bow stem — the first part of the ship to push through 
the water — was made from 7.5 tons of steel melted down 
from the bucket of a huge coal-mining crane that stood near 

the crash site. It was there that miners hung a large American 
flag to serve as a landmark and to honor the dead. 

The USS New York's bow stem was made with 7.5 tons 
of steel from the World Trade Center. Steel from the Pentagon 
will be displayed in a small tribute room in the USS Arlington. 

Mary Jo Myers, wife of retired Air Force Gen. Richard B. 
Myers, the 15th chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, smashed 
a ribbon-encased bottle of sparkling wine against a sharp-
edged breaker bar mounted on the hull. 

The Somerset will have both a military and a 
humanitarian purpose, bringing supplies, power and 
equipment to disaster areas, Myers said. 

The Somerset is the last Navy ship that will be built at 
Avondale, which is scheduled to close once the ship is 
delivered. Officials are trying to find a civilian shipbuilding or 
other industrial partner to keep it open. 

"We encourage those who can keep the story of this 
shipyard alive to heroically give their all to achieving that 
goal," said Patrick White, president of the Families of Flight 
93. 

About 5,000 people worked at Avondale when defense 
giant Northrop Grumman Corp. announced in 2010 that it was 
spinning off its military shipbuilding division. That spinoff 
resulted in Huntington Ingalls, based in Newport News, Va. 

The Pascagoula shipyard, which is to stay open, is 
working on two more LPDs and got a Navy contract Friday 
for a third. 

About 2,600 men and women are currently working on 
the Somerset. Those numbers are "probably stable for the next 
few months," with layoffs coming as systems are completed, 
Irwin F. Edenzon, president of Ingalls Shipbuilding, said after 
the ceremony. 
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5. Navy’s Shipbuilding Plan And The CBO Report—Similarities, Differences And Why 
The Navy and CBO shipbuilding estimates are closer than you think and the differences between them are 
easy to understand. 
(NAVY LIVE 27 JUL 12) 

Our current shipbuilding plan balances anticipated future 
demands for naval forces with expected resources. With 
anticipated future fiscal realities, we focus our investments to 
ensure the battle force is capable of meeting the Navy’s core 
missions, along with the capacity to operate forward in the 
most critical regions. The goal is to work within fiscal 
limitations to meet these core mission responsibilities with 
needed capacity. 

Methodology: 
The total inventory of battle force ships and numbers of 

each type of ship will vary from year to year as a result of the 
complex relationship between retirements, procurement, 
design and construction times, as well as funding availability, 
industrial base capacity, and war-fighting priorities. Not unlike 
previous CBO reports on Navy shipbuilding, there are 
differences in our estimates, especially in the far-term. CBO 
uses different estimating methods and assumptions to calculate 
costs associated with shipbuilding, which yield variations in 
the overall costs for ship procurement. Even small changes in 
estimating assumptions can cause the totals to vary greatly the 
farther out the estimates given the span of the report and the 
significant costs associated with individual ship procurement. 

Shipbuilding Plan: 
The shipbuilding plan covers DoN investments in battle 

force ships. In the near-term, the Navy plan invests about 
$15.1B in FY12 constant dollars annually in new construction 
to support an inventory of approximately 300 ships. The 
shipbuilding budget will rise to $19.5B-a-year in the mid-term 
due to the SSBN(X) Ohio Replacement Program before 
decreasing to $15.9B after recapitalization of the SSBN force. 

The plan is organized into three planning horizons: near-
term refers to the upcoming decade made up of the Future 
Years Defense Plan (FYDP) FY13-FY17 and the second 
FYDP (FY18 to FY22); mid-term covers FY23 to FY32; 
lastly, far-term covers FY33 to FY42. 

Variances in Estimates Explained: 
Near-term – Think buying your next automobile. 
We are confident in our estimates. The Navy and CBO 

figures are almost exactly the same. 
Navy cost estimates are within 4-5% of CBO within the 

FYDP.  

The near-term planning period covers the two FYDP s 
between FY13 through FY22. The projections in this period 
are based on our most accurate understanding of required 
combat capabilities, future defense budget toplines, and 
shipbuilding costs. They also consider approved block buys 
and multi-year procurements using fixed price type contracts. 
The cost estimates for this period are therefore the most 
accurate of the three planning periods.  

Mid-term – Think buying two cars into the future. 
The Navy and CBO are close in their estimates and we 

understand where we have differences. 
The FYDPs CBO estimates are 11% higher when 

compared to Navy’s. The mid-term period, which covers the 
two FYDPs between FY23 to FY32, is based on a projection 
of numerous new replacement ships in build plan. The costs 
for these ships have yet to be informed by formal analyses of 
alternatives, and are therefore based on inflation-adjusted 
projections of the building costs for ships they are scheduled 
to replace. As a result, the accuracy of plan cost estimates 
diminishes for the force structure estimates in this timeframe.  

Far-term – Think buying four cars in the far future. These 
cars haven’t even been designed, much less built. 

As one might expect, Navy and CBO estimates differ 
most in this period. 

The final, far-term period, covering FY33 to FY42, 
simply assumes a one-for-one replacement for ships expected 
to retire during this period.  

Due to the strategic environment and changing 
technology, the next 20-30 years are sure to be very different 
than today, ship and cost projections during this period are 
much more speculative.  

Much of the difference between Navy and CBO estimates 
can be accounted for by inflation.  

While there are differences in the assumptions and 
methods used in calculating future ship costs between the 
CBO and Navy, we believe our inflation estimates are 
accurate and are based on the actual inflation experienced in 
the shipbuilding sector, to develop our cost estimates. 

As good stewards of taxpayer dollars, the Navy remains 
rigorous and pragmatic in planning as we continue to build our 
future Fleet. 

 
Return to Index 
 

6. MCPON Visits Sailors In Bremerton And Bangor, Washington 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 27 JUL 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Thomas L. Rosprim, Office of the Master Chief 
Petty Officer of the Navy  

BANGOR, Wash. -- Master Chief Petty Officer of the 
Navy (MCPON) (SS/SW) Rick D. West completed visits with 
Sailors stationed at Naval Base Kitsap (NBK) Bremerton and 
Bangor, Washington, July 27.  

The agenda included office calls with senior leadership, a 
tour of USS Ronald Reagan (CVN 76), a visit with a 
Command Fitness Leader course, a demonstration by military 

working dogs, a NBK-Bangor all hands call, a tour of USS 
Nevada (SSBN 773), and a stop with Sailors and Marines 
stationed at the Waterfront Security Facility. 

Throughout the visit, MCPON discussed recently 
unveiled force management initiatives targeted at filling gaps 
in sea-duty billets, including extension of the Voluntary Sea 
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Duty Program, introduction of Chief Petty Officer Early 
Return to Sea, and revised detailing business rules for Sailors.  

"Anything to do with manpower is not an instantaneous 
change," said West. "I think we are on the right path, and these 
new programs will help us get the people we need at sea. What 
you saw from this last advancement cycle was an increase in 
advancement. Chief results will be out soon and with the 
highest numbers we have seen in a long time. We have shaped 
manning and improved the opportunity for Sailors throughout 
the fleet to promote." 

With his change of office and retirement scheduled for 
September 28, MCPON was frequently asked to reflect on his 
career in the Navy. 

"You are looking at a guy that came in 32 years ago from 
a little town in Georgia called Rising Fawn," West said. "I 
never thought I would make the Navy a career when I came in, 
but 32 years passed by too quickly. I would trade places with 
the youngest Sailor in the room to start my career again 
because I think the next five to 15 years will see lots of great 
changes for the Navy. 

"I will miss many things about our great Navy but the one 
thing that will be the most difficult change for me will be not 
getting to spend time with our Sailors," West continued. "They 
are the engine that runs our great Navy and the most advanced 
weapons system we have ... they simply can't be matched."  

A chief petty officer for almost 25 years, West added that 
it has been an honor and privilege to be part of that group 
serving our Sailors. He encouraged Sailors striving to become 
Chiefs to seek diversity and keep all options to make the most 
of their careers.  

"Don't be afraid to get out of your comfort zone Sailors," 
said West. "If you are from Bremerton, Washington, don't just 
stay here. Grab billets overseas. We have Sailors stationed 
throughout the world ... go get those billets, take your families 
and have a great experience.  

MCPON reiterated his outstanding impression of Sailors 
stationed in the region.  

"Our Navy team in the Pacific Northwest is on top of its 
game," West said. "They, and their families, should take a 
great deal of pride in their contributions to our mission success 
and their solid reputation for doing difficult jobs. This is a 
motivating place to be stationed and it shows in the way the 
Sailors take care of business."  

MCPON will remain in the area to attend Seattle Seafair 
next week. 

Fleet engagements are intended to provide senior 
leadership with a frontline assessment of Sailors and what they 
are doing in the Fleet. 
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CCUURRRREENNTT  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS::  
7. Pacific Partnership 2012 Arrives In Cambodia 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 28 JUL 12) ... From Pacific Partnership 2012 Public Affairs  

SIHANOUKVILLE, Cambodia -- The Military Sealift 
Command's hospital ship, USNS Mercy (T-AH 19) arrived in 
Cambodia, July 28, to begin the final mission phase of Pacific 
Partnership 2012 (PP12). This is the U.S. Pacific Fleet's 
seventh annual Pacific Partnership humanitarian and civic 
assistance (HCA) mission. 

Prior to arriving in Cambodia, Mercy and her PP12 
embarked personnel visited the host nations of Indonesia, 
Philippines, and Vietnam. The four-and-a-half month mission 
supports strengthening regional partnerships and enhancing 
coordination efforts among organizations who share a 
common interest in maintaining stability and security in the 
Asia-Pacific region. 

"Our crew of more than 1,100 highly-trained military, 
government and civilian/NGO (non-governmental 
organizations) personnel representing eight partner nations are 
excited to be in Cambodia," said Mission Commander, Navy 
Capt. James Morgan. "Our mission here provides yet another 
opportunity to work with our Cambodian counterparts in order 
to be better prepared to respond together to natural disasters 
and humanitarian emergencies - not if, but when they happen. 

"We sincerely appreciate the invitation to conduct the 
mission here during what will be the second time Pacific 
Partnership has taken part in activities in Cambodia," Morgan 
added. 

Pacific Partnership 2012 is led by three different element 
commanders: Morgan, who is mission commander for Pacific 
Partnership 2012 and commander of the San Diego-based 
Destroyer Squadron Seven; Capt. Jonathan Olmsted, of the 
Military Sealift Command and Mercy's civil service master; 

and, Navy Capt. Timothy Hinman, commander of the medical 
treatment facility, which is responsible for the hospital and 
providing care aboard Mercy and ashore. 

"The professional affiliation and exchanges that we've 
seen on this mission between our host nation and Pacific 
Partnership providers have been outstanding this year," said 
Hinman. "It has been truly stimulating for us and we look 
forward to working on the same type of medical exchanges 
here in Cambodia." 

PP12 personnel will conduct tailored civic assistance 
projects (CAPs), which build relationships and potential 
capacity and capabilities in the areas of medical, dental, 
veterinary and civil engineering. It will also conduct 
community service and subject matter expert exchanges that 
reinforce the importance of mutual support and learning about 
cultures, capabilities, and practices. 

The U.S. joint military services, interagency and civilian 
mariner personnel are joined this year in Cambodia by the 
partner nations of Australia, Canada, Republic of Korea, 
Malaysia, the Netherlands, Peru, and the Philippines. 

NGOs and international agencies are also a critical part of 
the continuity of the Pacific Partnership mission, which strives 
to build capacity with local populations. This year, NGOs 
participating in Cambodia include Cambodian Children's 
Painting Project, Global Grins, Help for Orphans, Hope 
Worldwide, Latter Day Saint (LDS) Charities, M'lop Tapang, 
Project Handclasp, Project Hope, Reproductive Health, The 
Starfish Project, UCSD Pre-Dental Society, Univ. of Hawaii 
Engineers, Univ. of Hawaii Nursing, and World Vets. 
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Rear Adm. Russell Penniman, Reserve deputy 
commander and chief of staff for the U.S. Pacific Fleet is 
visiting Mercy to observe the PP12 mission, and will represent 
the Pacific Fleet staff at the opening ceremony, July 29, at the 
Port of Sihanoukville. 

"The mission is Pacific Partnership, so it's partnership 
with partner nations, NGOs, and doctors who all work in a 

common field, whether military or civilian doctors," said 
Penniman. "We welcome the collaboration, because as a 
collective, the total will be greater than its individual parts ... 
especially when a natural disaster strikes." 
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8. USS Jason Dunham Hosts Foreign Officers For Damage Control Training 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 27 JUL 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class William Jamieson, USS Jason Dunham Public 
Affairs  

MEDITERRANEAN SEA -- The guided-missile 
destroyer USS Jason Dunham (DDG 109) completed damage 
control training with international naval officers as a part of 
the Partnership of Adriatic Mariners, July 25. 

Officers from Azerbaijan and Ukraine participated in 
damage control drills and learned skills including pipe 
patching, flooding control and shipboard firefighting.  

"We liked the training very much," said Ukrainian navy 
Capt. Maxim Popov. "The crew was very knowledgeable and 
was able to answer all of our questions. We hope we can do 
this again in the future and continue learning." 

Dunham Sailors sponsored the officers during their stay 
on board and said they showed a real interest in the training. 

"Capt. Popov was really knowledgeable, and was very 
interested in the equipment we were using and ways he could 
help the Ukrainian navy become more efficient with damage 
control," said Lt. j.g. Todd Strong, Jason Dunham's damage 

control assistant. "They were all constantly asking questions 
and were really getting into the hands-on training. It was a 
pleasure to have them aboard, and I hope they enjoyed 
themselves." 

The training ended with a general quarters damage control 
drill in which the officers were placed in a repair locker and 
were responsible for responding to a simulated emergency. 

"They accomplished the task we gave them with some of 
our guys who have been doing it for years," said Boatswain's 
Mate 1st Class Ronald Virgin. "They were very appreciative 
of the training we gave them, and I enjoyed having them 
around. I think it was a great experience, not only for them, 
but for our crew as well." 

USS Jason Dunham is on a scheduled deployment in 
support of maritime security operations and theater security 
cooperation efforts in the 6th Fleet area of responsibility. 
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9. Texas Welcomes New Texan II Aircraft  
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 27 JUL 12) ... Lt. John Supple, Chief of Naval Air Training Public Affairs  

CORPUS CHRISTI, Texas -- Naval Aviators and local 
leaders joined together aboard Naval Air Station Corpus 
Christi to welcome the newest training aircraft to Training Air 
Wing 4, July 26. 

The first two T-6B Texan II aircraft arrived in front of a 
hangar full of naval officers and guests, signaling the official 
start of the turnover from the T-34C Turbo Mentor to the T-6B 
for primary flight training at Training Air Wing 4.  

The event featured a fly-by of the new aircraft, arrival of 
the T-6Bs to the hangar, brief speeches, a cake cutting at the 
reception, and a demonstration of the T-6 simulators. Rear 
Adm. William Sizemore, the chief of Naval Air Training 
Command, served as the featured speaker. 

At the ceremony, Sizemore said that more than 30 years 
ago, the T-34C ushered the Navy air training from piston age 
into the jet age, and that the T-6B is another great 
advancement. 

"The all-digital T-6B is a quantum leap over the T-34C 
and is the perfect aircraft to train and introduce our future 
naval aviators to the digital age and all-glass cockpit aircraft 
already in our advance pipelines and in the fleet," Sizemore 
said. 

The T-6B, along with its state-of-the-art visual simulators 
and computer aided academics will enable the Navy to train 
naval aviators more efficiently, more effectively, and safer 
than ever before. And, while the simulators will not replace 
training in the air, it will complement and better prepare 
student naval aviators to make their airborne training more 
effective and more productive, explained Sizemore. 

Initially, the new aircraft will be used for training 
instructor pilots. Student pilots from Training Squadron 27 are 
expected to begin flying the new aircraft early next year. 
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10. Midshipmen Get Underway With USS Makin Island During PROTRAMID 2012 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 27 JUL 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class David P. McKee, USS Makin Island Public Affairs  

USS MAKIN ISLAND, At Sea -- A group of 54 
Midshipmen from the U.S. Naval Academy got underway 
with the crew of the amphibious assault ship USS Makin 
Island (LHD 8) July 23-27, for the first week of their 2012 
Professional Training of Midshipmen (PROTRAMID) 
program.  

PROTRAMID is a multi-week event that provides in-
depth training in the Navy surface, aviation, submarine and 
Marine Corps warfare communities to midshipmen during the 
summer months. 

According to Ensign Kristen Steinbach, a U.S. Naval 
Academy graduate and one of the PROTRAMID coordinators 
aboard Makin Island, the objective of the visit was to allow 
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the Midshipmen to experience life as a junior officer aboard a 
surface naval vessel. 

"We gave them the chance to experience the ship's daily 
schedule and routine so they know what to expect," said 
Steinbach. 

Steinbach, along with other junior officers, led the group 
of Midshipmen on tours of the ship's engineering, operations, 
combat cargo and other areas during their five-day visit. 

In addition to learning from Makin Island officers, the 
group of Midshipmen spent many hours with the ship's crew, 
sleeping in enlisted berthing areas and eating meals on the 
mess decks. 

Midshipman 2nd Class Lauren Baguley, from 
Hudsonville, Mich., said the junior officers and enlisted 
members of the crew made her feel welcome during the 
underway period. 

"As Midshipmen, we are not part of the crew, and we feel 
like we are in the way," said Baguley. "So sometimes we feel 
awkward asking questions because we don't want to interrupt 
the crew." 

However, Baguley said the Makin Island crew has been 
extremely receptive to their visit. 

"I was outside and saw some of the crew cleaning the 50 
cal. gun mounts, and when I asked about what they were 
doing, they were so happy to show us all about the guns," 
added Baguly, who said she is interested in pursuing a career 
in Navy medicine.  

Midshipman 2nd Class Caitlin Olsen, from Los Gatos, 
Calif., said she appreciated the effort the crew put into making 
her cruise a learning opportunity.  

"We saw so many aspects of surface warfare, including 
aviation and amphibious operations, and we learned so much 
from the enlisted personnel who have all the knowledge and 
experience to operate the ship," said Olsen. 

PROTRAMID is considered to be an important time for 
Midshipmen because it provides increased understanding and 
first-hand experience in the Navy in order to help them 
improve leadership skills and choose specific officer career 
paths. 

Makin Island recently returned from a seven-month 
deployment and was the first U.S. Navy ship to deploy using a 
hybrid-electric propulsion system. By using this unique 
propulsion system, the ship saved more than $15 million in 
fuel costs and the Navy expects to see fuel cost savings of 
more than $250 million, over the course of the ship's lifecycle. 
Lessons learned during Makin Island's maiden deployment 
prove the Navy's commitment to energy awareness and 
conservation and will positively influence future ship designs 
for several decades. 

This initiative is one of many throughout the Navy and 
Marine Corps that will enable the Department of the Navy to 
achieve the secretary of the Navy's energy goals to improve 
our energy security and efficiency afloat and ashore, increase 
our energy independence and help lead the nation toward a 
clean energy economy.  
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11. China Business Leaders Visit NWC Via Academic Partnership 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 27 JUL 12) ... Lt. Kris Garland, U.S. Naval War College Public Affairs  

NEWPORT, R.I. -- Forty Chinese business leaders 
enrolled in Babson College's Executive Education (China) 
Program visited the U.S. Naval War College (NWC), July 26, 
to learn about military perspectives of leadership and 
innovation and discuss how to apply that knowledge to their 
own businesses.  

NWC's academic relationship with the nearby 
Massachusetts' business school made the international 
outreach opportunity possible. The students toured the campus 
and listened intently to NWC faculty presentations in 
leadership and innovation, warfare analysis and research, 
operational and strategic leadership, national security affairs, 
and strategy and policy.  

"The Naval War College demonstrates how the military 
develops through transformation, innovation and leadership in 
times of uncertainty. There are a lot of skills that national 
security professionals and business professionals have in 
common in rapidly evolving environments," explained 
professor Peter Dutton, NWC's director, China Maritime 
Studies Institute.  

According to John Chen, Babson College's vice president, 
Asia Pacific Babson Global, these students will one day 
transition to higher executive levels in their respective 
industries.  

"The Babson Executive Education Program helps to train 
professionals in entrepreneurial education and helps people 
transition from functional managers to general managers," said 
Chen. "For these students who are transforming in their 
careers to executive positions within their companies, coming 

to the Naval War College allows them to observe leadership 
lessons from the military, which trains officers to manage 
people as they manage the unpredictable."  

Elaine Eisenman, dean of Babson College's Executive 
Education, said the NWC visit provides students a unique 
perspective as military leaders often times make tough 
decisions that also occur in the business world. 

"These executives will make decisions when they have 
limited knowledge to forecast what would occur," said 
Eisenman. "Coming here to NWC, to discuss making such 
forecasts from the military perspective, was a logical place. 
There are common characteristics shared by military officers 
and entrepreneurs, including the concepts of making decisions 
by taking risks and having a common strategy in execution." 

Students found the NWC visit valuable to their view of 
international business, especially since the majority of Chinese 
produced goods travel overseas on ships to America. 

"In the future, uncertainty in business will increase. One 
may not know the advantages or disadvantages or even the 
languages spoken of the competing business," said Xuchang 
Guo, chairman of a mining company. "Like the military, 
entrepreneurs are making decisions in uncertain environments, 
and I was interested to see how military leaders make the 
correct decisions when faced with these challenges." 

Jingsong (Jason) Chen, founder and chief executive 
officer, World Union Properties, saw similarities between 
business and the military.  

"Commerce and business are like war," said Chen. "I can 
easily see the connection between business and the military 



 15

especially with regard to honor and teamwork. I work in a real 
estate company and we are human resource-based and 
learning how to establish the efficiency of teamwork. Honor 
for the team is critical." 

With two NWC missions being education and 
development of leaders and strengthening global maritime 

partnerships, academic support with other colleges like nearby 
Babson College is valuable.  

"International friendship and cooperation have long been 
critical components to successfully meeting the charge," said 
Dutton.  
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GGLLOOBBAALL  MMAARRIITTIIMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT::  
12. Iran Preparing To Strike U.S. Warships? 
(CNN 27 JUL 12) ... Barbara Starr 

CANDY CROWLEY: Alarming signs that Iran may 
again be flexing its military muscle in the face of the United 
States. The Washington Post reports today the country is 
gaining new capabilities to strike at U.S. warships in the 
Persian Gulf. It cites officials who say the new systems are 
boosting Iran's confidence they could quickly damage or 
destroy U.S. ships if hostilities erupt. 

CNN Pentagon correspondent Barbara Starr is working 
that story which we’ll get to in a second. But first, Barbara, 
you’re getting some new information just now on U.S. 
strategy concerning Syria. 

BARBARA STARR: Indeed, Candy. I’ve just spoken to a 
senior U.S. official who confirms to us that the U.S. as well as 
some of the allies, but the U.S., has stepped up its contacts 
with the opposition forces in recent weeks. And this U.S. 
official says also the U.S. is playing what he calls more of an 
advisory role with the opposition. 

This may begin to point the way towards how the 
opposition is making at least some of the gains that it appears 
to be making. The official says more vetting of opposition 
forces, more advising them how to achieve their goals more 
quickly. By all accounts, the at least overt U.S. effort still falls 
short of arming the opposition. 

No arms coming from the United States government, at 
least of course, not officially, but certainly stepping up 
contacts with them. The key question on the table, Candy, 
though, is what happens if Assad falls to the Syrian military, 
the Syrian government structure, will it hold? Does the U.S. 
want it to hold? You remember all about Iraq when the army 
collapsed. 

CROWLEY: And Barbara, if I could just take advantage 
of your expertise here and turn back to Iran, it sounds from 
those reports out of The Washington Post that the U.S. Navy 
may be a sitting duck or at least Iran has an interest in making 
it seem so. 

STARR: Well, indeed. You know, that Washington Post 
story really laid out the potential vulnerabilities of the U.S. 
Navy to attack by Iran in the Gulf, but how vulnerable is the 
navy? Let’s have a bit of a reality check here on both sides of 
it. 

You know, the navy sends aircraft carriers into the 
Persian Gulf all the time. Huge, huge ships. But they are not 
defenseless by any means. I wanted to run people through 
some of the things that these carriers have on board. Sea 
sparrow anti-aircraft and anti-missile capability to be able to 
counter any Iranian missiles coming at them. 

The Phalanx, that’s a radar guided gun that can shoot at 
any small Iranian boats coming at them. Another missile 
system called the Rolling Airframe. It can attack anti-ship 
cruise missiles. In other words, if the Iranians shoot cruise 
missiles at an aircraft carrier. And secondly, of course, the 
Navy also has cruisers, destroyers, equipped with Aegis radars 
that can see 360 degrees around them. 

Submarines, small ships, minesweepers, there’s a lot of 
Navy capability. There’s a lot of concern about the Iranians, 
however. They are working on advanced systems, make no 
mistake, Candy. 

CROWLEY: Barbara Starr, thanks for the reality check. 
Appreciate it from the Pentagon tonight. 
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13. Panel Urges More U.S. Ships In Pacific For Pivot To Asia 
Pentagon-commissioned report says the stakes are growing fast in South and South-east Asia 
(BLOOMBERG 28 JUL 12) ... David Lerman 

The Defense Department should move more ships to the 
Pacific and better define its strategy as it pivots toward Asia to 
counter a rising China, according to a report commissioned by 
the Pentagon. 

The U.S. should deploy a second Amphibious Ready 
Group of ships from the Atlantic to the Pacific to meet the 
requirements of the Marine Corps, the report made public 
yesterday recommends. It also calls for stationing at least one 
additional attack submarine in Guam. 

Congress required the Pentagon to obtain the independent 
assessment of U.S. Asia policy after President Barack Obama 
released a strategic plan in January that called for a 
"rebalancing" of military forces toward the Asia Pacific. The 

report by the Center for Strategic and International Studies 
found the military’s force posture "is heavily tilted toward 
Northeast Asia, to Korea and Japan" to focus on threats on the 
Korean peninsula and the Taiwan Strait. 

"As evidenced by recent Chinese activities in the South 
China Sea and throughout the Pacific islands, the stakes are 
growing fastest in South and Southeast Asia," the 
Washington- based group said. "To be successful, U.S. 
strategic rebalancing needs to do more in those areas." 

The report also said the Defense Department "has not 
adequately articulated the strategy behind its force posture 
planning nor aligned the strategy with resources in a way that 
reflects current budget realities." 
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Budget Cuts 
That finding raises questions about whether the Pentagon 

is prepared to explain the need for increased resources in the 
Pacific when it’s facing as much as $1 trillion in cuts from 
planned spending over the next decade. 

John Hamre, the center’s president and chief executive 
officer, likened the need for a clear strategy toward Asia to the 
"remarkably consistent defense policy" that guided the U.S. 
during the Cold War. 

"We now need a comparable framework for the next 30 
years in Asia," Hamre, a former deputy defense secretary, 
wrote in a letter to Defense Secretary Leon Panetta 
accompanying the report. 

Leaders of the Senate Armed Services Committee, in a 
joint statement, said the report "raises a number of issues that 
are worthy of further consideration." 

Noting the report’s call for a more clearly stated strategy, 
Democratic Senators Carl Levin of Michigan and Jim Webb of 
Virginia and Republican John McCain of Arizona said, "This 
is particularly important as support for the resourcing of major 
overseas initiatives, in the current fiscal environment, will 
depend to a significant extent on a clear articulation of U.S. 
strategic imperatives and the manner in which the investments 
address them." 

Panetta, in his own written comments on the report, took 
exception to a few details, such as a recommendation to 
rotating fewer than 5,000 Marines to Guam. He said the 
Defense Department and the research group "are on common 
ground in understanding the key challenges to and 
opportunities for U.S. interests in the Asia-Pacific region." 
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14. Australia Defends Defence Cuts 
(AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 29 JUL 12) 

Australian Defence Minister Stephen Smith defended 
military spending cuts, saying the belt-tightening would not 
impact overseas operations or those with key ally the United 
States. 

Canberra announced in May that it would slash Aus$5.5 
billion (US$5.76 billion) from its defence budget as part of 
sweeping government cuts, deferring or scrapping jet and 
weapons deliveries and sacking 1,000 staff. 

Smith said he had spoken with US Defense Secretary 
Leon Panetta on three occasions about the cuts, which do not 
involve cutting military personnel numbers or overseas 
operations, most recently last week. 

"And he is absolutely convinced, as I am, that the cuts 
that we have made in our defence programme continue to 
protect our long-term capability but most importantly don't 
have any adverse consequences for our overseas operations," 
he told ABC TV on Sunday. 

"And don't have any adverse implications for what we are 
doing with the United States, our enhanced practical 
cooperation, whether that's (US) marines in Darwin or the 
prospect of enhanced aviation access to our airbases in the 
Northern Territory." 

Australia has some 1,500 troops serving in Afghanistan as 
well as peacekeeping deployments in East Timor and the 

Solomon Islands, and is set to became a critical regional ally 
of the United States in the Asia-Pacific. 

Some 2,500 US Marines are to be stationed in northern 
Australia by 2016-17 under a military deal signed with US 
President Barack Obama last year. 

"We both share a view, which is we would both like to be 
spending more as far as defence is concerned, but we are both 
facing these economic and fiscal constraints," Smith said of 
his talks with Panetta. 

Smith rejected the idea that Australia was "taking a free 
ride" on Washington when it came to defence, saying the 
nation continued to be in the top 13 or 14 military spenders. 

"In Afghanistan for example we are the 10th largest 
contributor, we are the largest non-NATO contributor and we 
are the third-largest special forces contributor," he said. 

"And we're also the country in our part of the world most 
active in enhancing our practical cooperation with the United 
States as the United States rebalances into the Pacific." 

Smith said as Australian forces were drawn down in 
Afghanistan, and with the prospect of troops leaving the 
Solomon Islands and East Timor, the defence ministry would 
review developments in a white paper to be delivered next 
year. 
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15. Should India Be Building Another Carrier? 
(DEFENSE NEWS 30 JUL 12) ... Vivek Raghucanshi 

NEW DELHI — Observers are questioning the wisdom 
of India's decision to begin design work on its second 
homemade aircraft carrier, even as its first indigenous carrier 
faces more than two years of delays due to technical snags and 
its quest to refit a Russian-built carrier has been beset by years 
of delays and billions in cost overruns. 

Sources said the second indigenous carrier, to be named 
the Vishal, will have a displacement of 65,000 tons, 25,000 
tons heavier than the first indigenous carrier, called Vikrant. 

Vishal will feature steam catapults, operate larger fighter 
air-craft, and carry an airborne early-warning (AWE) system 
and aerial refuelers. 

An Indian Navy official said Vishal will also fly naval 
versions of the Light Combat Aircraft, which is in 
development. 

The decision to go ahead with such a complex and costly 
project has evoked mixed reactions among analysts here. 

While an Indian Navy official said India needs at least 
three air-craft carriers, Zachariah Mathews, a retired Navy 
commodore and defense analyst here, questioned the need to 
spend money on a second carrier at this stage. 

The Indian Navy needs to meet other priorities, including 
adding more warships and assets now. The carrier is not a top 
priority," he said. 
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Vishal is expected to cost about $1.5 billion, according to 
Defense Ministry sources, compared with $750 million for the 
first indigenous carrier. 

The Vishal project is still in the design stage, which is 
being undertaken by the Navy's Naval Design Bureau. 

The Navy has decided not to seek outside help as it did 
with Vikrant, when it hired Italy-based Fincantieri's Naval 
Vessel Business Unit to help prepare the concept, design and 
implementation plans. The Navy might, however, seek help 
from the Russian Design Bureau at a later date in order to 
integrate the Russian aircraft onto Vishal. 

While Vishal's design is not finalized, sources said the 
carrier was originally planned to be 44,000 tons in 2010 before 
that was changed to 65,000. 

India already has one aircraft carrier — the 53-year-old 
Viraat, purchased from the British Navy as the former Hermes 
in 1987 — in its inventory. 

The 25-year-old Vikramaditya, purchased from Russia, is 
expected to join the inventory next year. Its delivery had been 
delayed by more than five years and was approved only after 
India agreed in 2010 to pay $2 billion more than the figure 
established in the 2005 contract. 

Vikrant and Vikramaditya will fly the MiG-29K aircraft, 
but will not fly any AEW aircraft as conceived for Vishal. The 
Indian Navy source said the MiG-29K will likely not fly from 
Vishal; officials believe they will need more advanced aircraft 
to fly from the ship, such as the Russian-made Su-33 and 
MiG-35. 

Meanwhile, Vikrant, which is already delayed by two 
years, faces yet another two-year delay. Carrier builder Cochin 
Shipyard is facing difficulties with the main reduction gear 
box supplied by Gujarat-based Elecon Engineering, which in 
turn has joined with Renk AG of Germany to build the two 
main reduction gears for the carrier. 

Sources said that apart from delays in the delivery of the 
gear boxes, the boxes themselves — each weighing around 90 
tons — have never been handled by Indian shipyards. 

Other delay-causing issues include an accident with a 
diesel generator and an issue with its alignment. Vikrant is 
now expected to be inducted by 2017, two years later than 
planned. The scheduled keel laying was pushed back from 
2009 to last year.  
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16. Russian Navy Chief Says His Country Is Studying A Base In Cuba 
The head of Moscow’s Navy says he's interested in a port in Cuba for maintenance and assistance. 
(MIAMI HERALD 28 JUL 12) ... Juan O. Tamayo 

A statement by the head of the Russian Navy that his 
country is considering establishing a naval facility in Cuba 
underlined the warming relations between the former Cold 
War allies but sparked little initial concern in the United 
States. 

Vice Admiral Viktor Chirkov said Russia is “studying the 
creation of points for assistance and technical maintenance in 
Cuba, the Republic of Seychelles and Vietnam,” the state-run 
news agency RIA Novosti reported Friday. 

Talks with those countries on the facilities began “some 
years back” added Chirkov. 

His comments reflected the Russian government’s 
campaign to expand its naval presence around the globe, first 
announced in 2010 by then-President Dmitri Medvedev, said 
Alvaro Alba, a Miami-based analyst on Cuban-Russian 
relations. 

The former Soviet Union had 16 navy bases abroad, but 
Russia now has two. One is a major base in Sebastopol, in 
Ukraine’s Crimean Peninsula, and the other is more of a repair 
and resupply facility in the Syrian port of Tartus. 

“There is more than a bit of smoke and mirrors here. The 
nuisance value to show to the U.S. that the Russians still 
matter is much more important than any real naval interest,” 
said Hal Klepak, a Canadian expert on the Cuban military. 
“The Russian Navy is in no position to even show the flag 
effectively in the Americas, much less actually do power 
projection of any relevant kind.” 

Alba also said he did not believe Chirkov’s comments 
would cause much concern. U.S. Navy warships held joint 
maneuvers with the Russian destroyer Admiral Chabanenko 
off the coast of Virginia last year, he said. 

Jaime Suchlicki, head of the Institute for Cuban and 
Cuban American Studies at the University of Miami, noted 

that Russian President Vladimir Putin “has not been 
particularly friendly” to the United States. 

But while any major power would want to have naval 
bases abroad, Suchlicki added, the Russians “have not 
accepted that they are not a major power any more.” 

The Pentagon also seemed unexcited, with spokesman 
George Little saying that Moscow has a right to promote its 
interests around the world, the AFP news agency reported. 
“We also have a strong interest in good military relations with 
the Russians.” 

Suchlicki added that Russia also has been expressing 
interest for the past two to three years in reopening the Soviet 
Union’s Lourdes Base near Havana, an electronic spying 
outpost that Putin shut down in 2001. 

Putin at the same time shut down Russia’s base in 
Vietnam’s Cam Ranh Bay — also a former U.S. base during 
the Vietnam War — reportedly to make a friendly gesture 
toward Washington and cut costs following the economic 
chaos under Boris Yeltsin. 

Elected to a third presidential term in March, Putin has 
complained that the Obama administration supported the 
Moscow street protesters who alleged widespread fraud in the 
vote. 

The Soviet Union and Cuba were the tightest of allies 
during the Cold War, with Moscow sending Havana annual 
subsidies of $4 billion to $6 billion to prop up the lone 
communist government in the Western hemisphere. 

Relations cooled after the disappearance of the Soviet 
Union in the early 1990s, but began warming against after 
Cuban ruler Raúl Castro, a known admirer of Russia, 
succeeded his brother Fidel Castro unofficially in 2006 and 
officially in 2008. 

Raúl Castro visited Moscow earlier this month, at the end 
of a lengthy tour of China and Vietnam, for what news media 
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reports described as meetings on bilateral relations, including 
improvements in military cooperation. 

Medvedev visited Havana in 2008 and the Chabanenko 
and two support ships docked there a month later at the end of 
a tour of Venezuela and Panama. 

The next year, the chief of the Russian military’s General 
Staff, Gen. Nikolai Y. Makarov, visited Cuba along with the 

head of Russian military intelligence. Makarov was quoted as 
saying he and Raúl Castro discussed “issues of military-
technical and military cooperation, primarily associated with 
the studies of Cuban specialists in Russia.” 
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PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL::  
17. NSWC Port Hueneme Wounded Warrior Program Going Strong 
(VENTURA COUNTY STAR 27 JUL 12) ... Alyce Moncourtois 

Naval Surface Warfare Center (NSWC), Port Hueneme 
Division is proud of its record for hiring Wounded Warriors. 
Since inception of the Wounded Warrior Program at NSWC 
Port Hueneme Division in 2009, the command has hired 62 
wounded veterans.  

The Wounded Warrior Program is an initiative that helps 
military service members transition from uniformed service to 
careers in the civilian world. The program is championed from 
top Navy officials and adopted throughout the entire Navy 
enterprise. It is an opportunity to capitalize on the skills and 
expertise of military personnel and transition those skills to 
civilian jobs.  

NSWC Port Hueneme Division has embraced this 
initiative and delivered the message throughout the 
organization.  

“Our goal is to ensure that Wounded Warriors have every 
opportunity and support needed to transition from military to 
civilian service,” said NSWC Port Hueneme Division 
Commander Capt. William DeBow. “Our success is measured 
not only in numbers, but in providing opportunities for 
wounded service members to serve their country in a civilian 
capacity.”  

The Wounded Warrior Program has been an aggressive 
initiative at NSWC Port Hueneme Division. Since the program 
began, the command has enacted extensive recruiting 
initiatives, including establishing internal departmental hiring 
goals, developing a fiscal year Wounded Warrior recruiting 
schedule, attending Hiring Heroes Career Fairs and partnering 

with various organizations such as Los Angeles, San Diego 
and Ventura County Veterans Affairs as a means to advance 
the program’s objectives.  

To enhance the success of the command’s program, the 
Navy’s regional Human Resources Office presented viable 
sources of assistance and procedures during a small, informal 
session July 18, 2012. The briefing offered valuable 
information on recruiting Wounded Warriors through a 
collaborative network of Navy individuals.  

“The sole purpose of why we are here is to assist you, the 
hiring managers, with finding Wounded Warriors who match 
the skill sets you require,” said Dennis Eley Jr., human 
resources specialist and Wounded Warrior coordinator from 
the Department of the Navy, Southwest Region. “We are also 
available to help you in the vetting process and with 
administrative procedures for hiring these individuals.” 

NSWC Port Hueneme Division will continue to 
aggressively pursue wounded veterans through every means 
practicable, offering them an opportunity for careers in the 
civilian world and to integrate their specialized skills, 
experience and knowledge into the command’s workforce.  

NSWC Port Hueneme Division is a field activity of Naval 
Sea Systems Command and provides the global United States 
Navy fleet with weapon system in-service engineering, 
logistics, and test and evaluation. Commanded by Capt. 
DeBow of the United States Navy, NSWC Port Hueneme 
Division is located at Naval Base Ventura County, Calif., 
where it employs more than 1,900 personnel.  
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18. Job Application Changes Focus On Sea Duty Manning 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 27 JUL 12) ... From Naval Personnel Command Public Affairs  

MILLINGTON, Tenn. -- The Navy announced changes to 
their enlisted distribution system in Career Management 
System Interactive Detailing (CMS/ID) in a message released 
July 26. 

CMS/ID is the interactive system that Sailors use to apply 
and negotiate for orders. 

These changes to CMS/ID are part of the Navy's 
coordinated effort to aggressively address gaps at sea and 
place Sailors with the right experience levels and skill sets into 
high-priority Fleet billets.  

According to NAVADMIN 226/12, the way in which 
billets are advertised in CMS/ID is changing. Beginning with 
the August 2012 CMS/ID cycle, a single set of sea and shore 
billets, prioritized by U.S. Fleet Forces Command, U.S. 
Pacific Fleet and Navy Personnel Command to reflect the 

highest-priority Fleet billets, will be advertised. Detailers will 
fill all advertised billets each cycle. 

"Navy is implementing changes to distribution policies, 
procedures and systems to increase sea duty manning and 
assignment predictability to provide the right Sailor, with the 
right mix of skills and experience, at the right time for 
operational readiness," said Rear Adm. Tony Kurta, director 
of Military Plans and Policy. "Fleet readiness will be the 
ultimate factor in filling assignments and this change ensures 
the highest-priority requirements are filled." 

Sailors who are in their CMS/ID negotiation window will 
still be able to apply for five jobs from the advertised list in 
their rating and paygrade. Since detailers will fill all billets 
advertised every month, it is important for Sailors to use all 
five of their application opportunities in CMS/ID.  
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"History shows that Sailors rarely apply for more than 
two advertised jobs," Kurta explained. "Those who make all 
five choices will have a better chance of being detailed to one 
of their desired assignments." 

Sailors entering into their CMS/ID negotiation window 
should apply early and often to ensure their preferences are 
relayed to the detailers. Sailors should provide their input each 
month during the negotiation process on CMS/ID or via direct 
contact with their detailer. According to the message, since all 
billets will be filled, detailers may have to select a Sailor for a 
job they did not volunteer for. Sailors nearing the end of their 
negotiation window are more likely to be assigned to jobs for 
which they have not applied. 

Sailors are encouraged to speak with command career 
counselors to understand changes to CMS/ID, and to consider 
applying for the Voluntary Sea Duty Program before they 
enter the normal order negotiation window if they have 
specific desires for geographic location. 

"Leadership involvement and aggressive and thorough 
Career Development Boards (CDBs) will be key to the success 
of these changes," Kurta emphasized. "Sailors should be made 
aware of how these changes and the needs of the Navy will 
affect them when looking at future assignments."  
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19. Chief Petty Officer Selectee Leadership Course Ready for 2012 Induction Season 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 27 JUL 12) ... Susan Henson, Center for Personal and Professional Development Public Affairs  

VIRGINIA BEACH, Va. -- A new Chief Petty Officer 
Selectee Leadership Course (CPOSLC) will be available for 
this year's CPO Induction Season, Master Chief Petty Officer 
of the Navy (MCPON) (SS/SW) Rick D. West said July 27.  

"Our Navy chief petty officer community is excited about 
this new training," said West.  

"CPPD worked extremely hard to put together a good 
product that prepares selectees for the diverse responsibilities 
that come with our anchors. This combination of critical case 
studies, fundamental program awareness and practical 
knowledge will give selectees a solid foundation and help 
develop cohesion within the mess that is so instrumental in 
everything we do. Hooyah to the team that worked behind the 
scenes to bring it to reality ... their efforts are going to have a 
lasting and positive impact on CPO leadership across the 
Fleet," West added. 

The Center for Personal and Professional Development 
(CPPD) developed the course based on the results of a three-
day Human Performance Requirements Review (HPRR) 
Board conducted in October 2011.  

The HPRR board's members consisted of 45 senior 
enlisted leaders from across the fleet that included U.S. Fleet 
Forces Command Fleet Master Chief (AW/NAC) Mike 
Stevens, who has been selected to serve as the 13th MCPON, 
and Naval Surface Force, U.S. Atlantic Fleet's Force Master 
Chief (SW/AW) James Williams. The board reviewed the 
previous Chief Selectee Training course to identify 
redundancies and overlaps of training, gaps in the objectives, 
and student learning strategies to align the new training with 
identified and validated requirements for CPO selectees.  

The result was a complete revision of the course that now 
features an array of facilitation techniques to make the training 
more interactive and effective.  

"CPOSLC is designed to prepare chief petty officer 
selectees as they transition into their new role," said CPPD 
Commanding Officer Capt. J. P. Newcomer, who was also a 
chief prior to being commissioned. "Each chief plays a unique 
role within the command and the organizational structure. The 
chief is the senior technical expert, manager of enlisted 
personnel and linchpin between officer and enlisted personnel. 
This course provides training on a series of duties, leadership 
themes and additional concepts that support and reinforce the 
critical duties of a CPO." 

The course was developed over a five-month time frame 
and piloted in May at CPPD Learning Site Dam Neck, in 
Virginia Beach. Eight first-year chiefs served as students, and 
a team of three senior chiefs and a chief were the facilitators.  

"The students unanimously agreed that this course was 
better than the one they received last year," said Master Chief 
Ship's Serviceman (SW/AW) Leon Hazley, CPOSLC course 
manager. "They liked the scenarios and the group discussions 
because it allowed them to give their opinions and share their 
experiences with each other." 

While the previous course consisted of two phases, the 
new course has 14 topics divided into three units. It includes 
content such as leading and managing a division as a chief; 
mentoring and supporting junior officers; communicating 
effectively within the chain of command; and executing the 
expectations of your leadership triad, said Hazley.  

Senior Chief Engineman (SW/PJ/DV) Ronald Shasky, 
lead facilitator for the CPOSLC pilot said, "The course is 
more interactive than the former version. There are group 
discussions, brainstorming activities, role plays, and a case 
study that will require students to rely on everything they've 
learned over the duration of the course to adequately resolve 
the issues presented in the study." 

Hazley said the revision of the course afforded the chief's 
mess the ability to leverage its vast experience and deckplate 
leadership to add realism and relevancy to the course. "We 
infused the course with constant interaction between the CPO 
facilitators and selectees to give the students opportunities to 
draw on the experiences of their Shipmates in the Chief's Mess 
to fully prepare them to transition into the role of 'the chief.'" 

Because the content is more facilitator based, selectees 
are able to exercise skills they learn immediately rather than 
listening in a traditional classroom setting and trying to recall 
the lessons later, said Shasky. "The students were highly 
motivated throughout the entire three-day course. Their 
engagement level and energy were phenomenal." 

Hazley said that upon completion of the pilot, CPOSLC 
underwent a series of subject matter expert reviews by fleet 
and forces master chiefs, and West gave final approval for the 
course.  

Per Naval Administrative Message (NAVADMIN) 
272/08, this training is mandatory for all chief petty officer 
selectees and is to be completed prior to pinning. The course is 
available for download on Navy Knowledge Online as of July 
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27. Copies of the course will also be mailed out to all ships 
and commands outside the United States beginning July 30. 
Commands experiencing difficulties downloading the training 
will be allowed to use previously distributed training for this 
year only.  

CPPD is the Navy's learning center of excellence that 
equips Sailors to think critically, act responsibly, and lead 
proactively through the Navy's voluntary education program 
as well as a wide range of personal and professional 
development courses and materials, including Navy instructor 

training, alcohol and drug awareness program training, suicide 
prevention, Bearings classes, and Personal Responsibility and 
Values Education and Training (PREVENT) classes, and 
General Military Training (GMT). CPPD's leadership training 
is delivered throughout a Sailor's career via command-
delivered enlisted leadership training material and officer 
leadership courses in a schoolhouse setting.  
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20. Pre-Separation Counseling Training Announced 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 27 JUL 12) ... Commander, Navy Installations Command  

WASHINGTON, D.C. -- Commander, Navy Installations 
Command (CNIC) recently announced the 2012-2013 
schedule for Pre-Separation Counseling Training Course.  

The curriculum was designed to establish Department of 
Defense (DOD) minimum standards for the delivery of pre-
separation counseling to all military personnel transitioning 
from active duty. 

"Ensuring a smooth transition for our separating and 
retiring service members is paramount," said Rise Ruhl, CNIC 
Military Support Section Lead. "This course provides a 
stronger, more comprehensive understanding of the checklist 
and its importance for career counselors. By preparing our 
Command Career Counselors (CCC), they can start service 
members and their families on the right path to their 
transition." 

The course also provides participants with in-depth 
knowledge and understanding of the law, DOD guidance, and 
timelines related to pre-separation counseling. 

Ruhl also said pre-separation counseling is the first step 
for Sailors getting out of the Navy and career counselors who 
have taken the course can better prepare service members as 
they begin the transition process. 

Attendance in this course is limited to active duty Navy 
CCCs and personnel holding NEC-9588, in the pay grade of 
E6 to E9. Petty officer second class career counselors may 
also be able to attend on a case-by-case basis. Participants 

must have at least one year remaining on their present tour and 
currently performing primary duties as a Command Career 
Counselor. Also, Reserve Component Navy Counselors and/or 
personnel holding NEC-9588 at locations with large 
concentration of Full Time Support (FTS) personnel are 
welcome to attend.  

While the majority of these training classes take place at 
the National Learning Center in Denver, this year an off-site 
training will be held in Norfolk. All participants must submit a 
completed nomination form signed by an authorized official at 
the command. Forms can either be faxed or sent electronically. 
All nomination forms must be received no later than 60 days 
prior to the scheduled class with the exception of the classes 
convening in September and October 2012. Travel to the 
National Learning Center is provided at no cost to the 
command.  

The training dates in Denver are as follows: Sept. 17-21, 
2012; Oct. 22-26, 2012, Dec. 3-7, 2012; Jan. 7-11, 2013; Feb. 
4-8, 2013; 25 Feb. 25 - Mar. 1, 2013; Apr. 15-19, 2013; and 
May 6-10, 2013. The training dates for the Norfolk Off-site 
location is Nov. 5-9, 2012. 

Note: The travel day to Denver is Sunday prior to the 
course and return travel on Friday after graduation. Graduates 
are advised to make travel arrangements for the afternoon. 
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21. Veterans Help Themselves By Helping Others 
Nonprofit grooms ex-military for jobs via service projects 
(CHICAGO TRIBUNE 27 JUL 12) ... Mitch Smith 

Jeffrey Hall knows the look of an empty pantry. 
“I do remember some days when we only had crackers in 

the house,” said Hall, 45, who recalled frequent trips to a food 
bank on the North Side. “A family of four, and crackers and 
water.” 

Hall left Chicago to join the Navy, but he will return this 
week as a fellow with The Mission Continues, a nonprofit 
group dedicated to involving veterans of recent wars in 
meaningful service projects. More than 100 veterans will 
gather in Chicago this weekend to prepare for six months of 
work at nonprofits across the country. 

Hall, who retired from the Navy as a chief petty officer in 
2009 and is now in graduate school, will complete his 
fellowship at a food pantry near his home in suburban Boston. 
He said the work there is “very personal, very sobering” 
because of his family’s past reliance on food banks. 

“As a military person,” he said, “you’re used to being a 
part of a mission. You’re used to serving. It’s about 
community — it’s not about self. That’s why I found 
something to be a part of.” 

Founded in 2007 by Eric Greitens, a Navy SEAL with a 
Ph.D., The Mission Continues first focused on helping 
disabled veterans continue their service. This year, the 
program expanded to include any post-9/11 military members 
who served at least two years and were honorably discharged. 

More than 650 vets applied for the 103 spots in this 
weekend’s orientation, which begins Friday at a downtown 
hotel. 

The vets will volunteer Saturday at EdgeAlliance, a North 
Lawndale housing provider, and then take a service pledge 
Sunday at Wrigley Field. 
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Next week, the fellows will begin six months of work 
with nonprofit groups, such as Habitat for Humanity or a local 
humane society. 

The program provides veterans a stipend — about $7,200 
on average — and support as they seek to parlay their military 
skills into civilian careers. The fellowships are designed to 
help veterans continue serving their communities while 
formulating a plan for their post-military lives. 

About 370 veterans already have participated in the 
program. The Mission Continues, which is funded largely by 
corporate sponsorships but also by private donations, took in 
more than $7 million in 2011. 

Greitens, who deployed four times, said the idea for the 
organization started after his unit was hit by a truck bomb in 
Iraq. 

Greitens escaped serious injury, but some of his comrades 
weren’t as fortunate. When Greitens returned to the United 
States, he visited injured sailors at a naval hospital. Every 
veteran he met — many of whom were still in their 20s — 
spoke of a desire to continue serving their country even if they 
weren’t able to return to battle. 

The Mission Continues, Greitens said, is a way to 
empower those vets while raising awareness about the skills 
veterans offer employers. 

“Because so few people know veterans from Iraq and 
Afghanistan, many people hear things about (post-traumatic 
stress disorder), traumatic brain injury and alcohol,” Greitens 
said. 

But he said he believes that’s far from a complete picture. 
“They’ve already devoted a portion of their life to serving 

a cause that’s larger than themselves,” he said. “They bring 
tremendous leadership skills back as well.” 

Matt Wolding has been honing those skills since he 
started a fellowship with The Mission Continues in April. The 
Navy veteran from Aurora is working with Student Veterans 
of America, traveling across Illinois to assist new chapters and 
meet with service members who, like him, are attending 
college. 

“Through service, post-9/11 veterans can rebuild that 
same kind of purpose we had in the military,” Wolding said. 
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22. Heroes’ Final Acts  
Navy family mourns sailors who sacrificed to save others in Colo. shooting 
(NAVY TIMES 06 AUG 12) ... Mark D. Faram  

Among the victims of the movie theater shooting in 
Aurora, Colo., were two sailors — one an active-duty petty 
officer, another a former petty officer trying to get back in. 

Though they didn’t know each other, the final living 
moments of Cryptologic Technician (Collection) 3rd Class 
John Larimer, 27, and former Machinist’s Mate 3rd Class 
Jonathan Blunk, 26, played out in nearly identical fashion — 
sacrificing themselves for others. 

Both Larimer and Blunk died July 20 shielding their dates 
when 24-year-old James Holmes allegedly threw gas canisters 
and opened fire during a midnight screening of “The Dark 
Knight Rises.” Holmes is in custody and accused of killing 12 
people and wounding 58. 

The Air Force lost one active and one former member in 
the shooting, as well — Staff Sgt. Jesse Childress, 29, a cyber 
systems operator assigned to the 310th Force Support 
Squadron at Buckley Air Force Base, Colo., and Air Force 
veteran Rebecca A. Wingo, 32, a linguist during her time in 
the service. 

Larimer was remembered by those in his command as a 
great guy with a quick wit who was always upbeat and helping 
others.  

Fred Vojtsek — father of Julia Vojtsek, a hometown 
friend of Larimer’s from Illinois — credits the sailor with 
saving his daughter’s life. 

“From what she’s told me ... there’s no doubt in my mind 
and hers that he saved her life with his,” Vojtsek said in a 
phone interview with Navy Times. He also credits two other 
male sailors in the theater with helping his daughter escape 
after Larimer was killed. 

“Those two sailors were essentially in combat without a 
gun,” Vojtsek said. “They kept an eye on the gunman and 
were able to help my daughter time her escape from the 
theater — their cool flat-out amazed me.”  

Just a few hours before the shooting, Vojtsek said he’d 
dropped his daughter off at the theater where she met Larimer 
and four other sailors. One of those sailors went into an 
adjacent the-ater, while Larimer, Julia Vojtsek and three 
others sailors went to see “The Dark Knight Rises.”  

The two male sailors and a third female sailor, who was 
later injured in the attacks, were sitting near the front and in 
the middle of the theater when the shooting began, Vojtsek 
said. 

Those three surviving sailors have yet to be identified. An 
official at their command, Navy Information Operations 
Command at Buckley, said they have chosen to remain silent 
for now. 

Vojtsek relayed details of the inci-dent based on his 
daughter’s recollection. 

“The way Jules recalled to me afterwards was when the 
shooting started, they all were in their seats and simply 
crouched down,” he said. “John put his arm around my 
daughter and pulled him to her and then, a split-second later, 
she said he took both of them to the ground.” What she recalls 
next, he said, was Larimer lying next to her motionless and 
without a pulse. It was then the two other male sailors worked 
to get Julia out of the theater. 

“I also believe they tried to pick up John, but [the 
gunman] was moving in the aisle and that wasn’t possible,” 
Vojtsek said. 

There were conflicting reports that Larimer was alive and 
in a hospital, causing his command’s leadership to make 
rounds of the many hospitals where the survivors where taken. 

By early the next morning, the worst was realized. 
Larimer was remembered fondly by his commanding 

officer at NIOC, Cmdr. Jeff Jakuboski, who said Larimer was 
an outstanding sailor who had advanced to third class last fall 
and recently was awarded a Navy Achievement Medal. Since 
the attacks, Larimer has posthumously received the Joint 
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Service Achievement Medal and an honorary Information 
Dominance Warfare Specialist qualification — something he 
was working toward. 

“John and I worked together and spent nearly all of our 
off-duty time hanging out,” said Cryptologic Technician 
(Collec-tion) 3rd Class Jace Cordier. “He was always cracking 
jokes — and really bad jokes — though he was always able to 
tell them so people laughed.”  

One of his favorite things was to wear a banana costume 
to off-duty events such as command softball games against 
units from the other services on base, Cordier recalled. 

Jakuboski said Larimer was the consummate professional 
on the job and was an up-and-coming star at the command. 

“There’s no doubt in my mind that he could have become 
a commissioned officer in our communi-ty one day,” he said.  

‘A selfless person’  
Though Jonathan Blunk left the Navy in 2010 after 

serving a four-year hitch as a conventional machinist’s mate 
onboard the aircraft carrier Nimitz, he never drifted too far 
from the Navy. 

When the shooting started, Blunk forced his date, Jansen 
Young, to the floor and shielded her from the gunfire. 

“He kind of pushed me in under the seat and pushed on 
me real hard, and he was like laying up against me,” Young 
said in a TV interview with NBC’s “Today” show. “I was like, 
‘Oh my gosh, I think Jon just took a bullet for me.’ ” At the 
time of his death, Blunk was estranged from his wife, Chantel 
Blunk, though he visited his two children often at their Reno, 
Nev., home. Blunk was scheduled to fly to Reno and visit his 
children July 21. 

The facts of his death and sacrifice were confirmed by 
Machinist’s Mate 1st Class (SW/AW) Amy DeGuzman, a 
recruiter in Tacoma, Wash, who was Blunk’s leading petty 
officer on the Nimitz. 

DeGuzman remained close to Blunk and his wife and 
children after Blunk’s discharge from active duty. 

“He was a selfless person, so his actions don’t really 
surprise me,” DeGuzman said. 

“On the ship, he was the kind of guy who would corral 
the new guys and make them feel welcome,” she said. “When 
the chips were down, you could always count on Jon.”  

Though Blunk was working in the Denver area at a 
company that installed wooden floors, in his spare time he 
worked as a volunteer firefighter and emergency medical 
technician and had begun the process of trying to get back in 
the Navy. 

DeGuzman said she’s recently gotten permission from her 
command to write Blunk a recommendation letter for his 
package to the Navy to be a SEAL. The approval was 
necessary, she said, because she’s already a recruiter and was 
worried about a conflict of interest. Her command granted her 
wish. 

Cmdr. Alvin “Flex” Plexico, spokesman for Navy 
Recruiting Command, said that Navy Recruiting District 
Denver could confirm Blunk made contact with a recruiter, 
but that the paperwork hadn’t gotten far. 

“There’s no doubt in my mind that if he’d gotten back in, 
he’d have made it and become a SEAL,” DeGuzman said. “He 
was just that kind of guy — you could count on him and he 
never let you down.” 
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FFOORRCCEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  //  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS::  
23. Ingalls Awarded $1.5B Contract 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 28 JUL 12) 

PASCAGOULA — Mississippi officials are celebrating a 
newly announced $1.5 billion contract awarded to Huntington 
Ingalls Industries for design and construction of an 
amphibious transport dock LPD 27 ship, to be built at the 
company's Ingalls Shipbuilding division. 

Navy Secretary Ray Mabus informed members of the 
Mississippi congressional delegation Friday afternoon of the 
new contact, according to The Sun-Herald. 

Work is expected to be completed by June 2017, 
according to the Department of Defense. 

Sen. Thad Cochran said he's pleased that shipbuilders in 
Mississippi are getting the work. Sen. Roger Wicker, as the 
ranking member of the Senate Armed Services Seapower 
subcommittee, said the amphibious ships give a decisive 
advantage to U.S. sailors and Marines. 

"As our military strategy focuses increasingly on the 
Pacific region, supplying our Navy with these amphibious 
assault ships has never been more crucial," said Congressman 
Steven Palazzo, member of the House Armed Services' 
Subcommittee on Seapower and Projection Forces. 

"This contract validates our proven performance in 
building amphibious ships," Doug Lounsberry, vice president 
of the company's LPD program, said in a news release. 

"Our shipbuilders have the necessary and unique skills to 
build these extremely complex warships and meet all Navy 
expectations. These ships are vital to our nation's defense, and 
we are working safely and efficiently to ensure American 
sailors and Marines have the best product to defend our 
freedom." 
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24. Navy Defends Shipbuilding Plan, Cost Estimates 
(DEFENSE DAILY 27 JUL 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

The Navy is defending the service's 30-year shipbuilding 
plan following a report by the Congressional Budget Office 
(CBO) this week that projected higher costs for procuring 
ships over the next three decades than the Navy estimates. 

The Navy noted that the CBO and service use different 
methodologies for determining long-range costs and it was 

confident in estimates through fiscal 2032, but conceded that 
from 2033 to 2041 the figures are less reliable. 

The Navy released its annual 30-year shipbuilding plan in 
March, and it was followed this week by the yearly CBO 
analysis of it. 
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"Our current shipbuilding plan balances anticipated future 
demands for naval forces with expected resources," the Navy 
said in a blog write-up it plans to post later Friday evening. 
"With anticipated future fiscal realities, we focus our 
investments to ensure the battle force is capable of meeting the 
Navy's core missions, along with the capacity to operate 
forward in the most critical regions." 

"The goal is to work within fiscal limitations to meet 
these core mission responsibilities with needed capacity," it 
said. 

The Navy acknowledged, however, that the estimate for 
the final 10 years of the plan through fiscal 2042 "simply 
assumes a one-for-one replacement for ships expected to retire 
during this period." 

"Due to the strategic environment and changing 
technology, the next 20-30 years are sure to be much different 
than today, ship and cost projections during this period are 
much more speculative," they said. 

The CBO estimated the cost for the final 10 years of the 
plan will be 33 percent higher than the Navy's projection of 
$15.9 billion annually outlined in the shipbuilding plan ( 
Defense Daily , Mar. 29, 2012). The CBO anticipates a 19 

percent higher cost than the Navy's current estimate for the 
entire 30-year plan. 

The Navy expects its average yearly total shipbuilding 
cost to be $16.8 billion over the 30-year period, with an annual 
average of $15.1 billion per year before jumping to $19.5 
billion in the mid-term before receding to the $15.9 billion 
figure. 

The jump takes into account the procurement of the next 
generation of ballistic missile submarines expected to begin in 
2021. Navy officials have already warned the Ohio -class 
replacement program will put a major squeeze on its 
shipbuilding budget. 

The Navy plans to buy 268 combat and support vessels 
over the next three decades to sustain a fleet of "about 300 
ships" at a total cost of $505 billion beginning in fiscal 2013, 
the CBO said. The current fleet sits at 286 ships and the Navy 
hopes to reach the 300 mark in 2019. 

The CBO outlines a much higher procurement cost of 
$599 billion through fiscal 2042, or an average of $20 billion a 
year compared to the Navy's overall estimate of $16.8 billion 
annually. The CBO said its number rises to $21.9 billion 
annually when taking into account the mid-life refueling of 
nuclear powered aircraft carriers and other costs. 
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25. Navy Sets Up Program Office For CVN-79 
(DEFENSE DAILY 27 JUL 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

The Navy has stood up a program office for the planning 
and procurement of the second ship in the class of Gerald R. 
Ford (CVN-78) aircraft carriers. 

Rear Adm. Thomas Moore, the program executive officer 
for aircraft carriers, announced the establishment of the new 
program office on Friday. It will be run by Capt. Doug 
Oglesby, who was simultaneously promoted to the rank. 

Oglesby will oversee the construction of the John F. 
Kennedy (CVN-79) and his office will also manage the 
procurement of future aircraft carriers of the Ford class. 

"Standing up a new program office will allow the Gerald 
R. Ford –class to begin continuous production while ensuring 
CVN-78 completes construction and delivery to the highest 
standards," Moore said. 

The Navy plans to officially procure the Kennedy in fiscal 
2013 and is awaiting final congressional approval of the 
defense budget. The large deck carriers are being built by 
Huntington Ingalls Industries [HII] shipyard in Newport 
News, Va. 

The Navy is working to get control of cost and adopt 
lessons learned during the building of the CVN-79. The Ford 
has experienced cost overruns that are expected to exceed $1 
billion that will raise its price tag to at least $12 billion. 

Navy acquisition chief Sean Stackley told Congress in 
March that the service has been encountering "very difficult 
cost growth issues" and is working with HII to address the 
problem. 

Stackley said the Navy is evaluating the construction of 
CVN-78 to come up with an "optimal" build plan for the 
CVN-79 and will "take a hard look" at what opportunities 
there are across CVN-79 and eventually CVN-80 to save 
money. 

In addition to production problems, the Navy has 
attributed the higher costs to more expensive materials than 
anticipated, and a decision made under the Bush 
administration to try to incorporate numerous new and 
complicated technologies into the first ship, a move Navy 
Secretary Ray 

Mabus has said was a mistake. 
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26. A Less-Flexible LCS  
Report: Ships’ mission modules will take weeks, not days, to swap out 
(NAVY TIMES 06 AUG 12) ... Christopher P. Cavas  

The original idea for the littoral combat ship envisioned 
modular mission packages that could be rapidly swapped. A 
ship could change missions easily from mine warfare, for 
example, to anti-sub-marine warfare over the course of a 
single deployment. 

But instead of taking days to make the switch, it’s now 
apparent it could take weeks. An LCS assigned to a particular 
operation will likely have a single “come-as-you-are” 
configuration, requiring more ships equipped with other 

mission modules to provide the flex-ibility the concept once 
promised. 

This conclusion follows a series of Navy exercises and 
reports intended to take stock of LCS as it transitions from an 
acquisition and shipbuilding program into a deployable fleet 
asset. The first two ships are now ensconced at their home port 
in San Diego, and a third LCS has been delivered. A fourth 
ship arrives in 2013. 
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LCS assessments have included a classified study ordered 
by Adm. Mark Ferguson, the vice chief of naval operations; 
two war games carried out by U.S. Fleet Forces Command in 
Norfolk, Va.; and the ongoing operating experiences of the 
two ships already in service. The classified study, known as 
the OPNAV report (referring to staff reporting to the chief of 
naval operations), was headed by Rear Adm. Samuel Perez. 
Beginning in January, Perez and a 10-person team looked at 
all aspects of the fleet’s “readiness to receive, employ and 
deploy” the LCS. 

The sustainment war game and the OPNAV report led to 
reasons why the quick-change concept isn’t working. 

“The logistics of mission package exchanges are more 
complicated and time-consuming than currently reflected” in 
the concept of operations, or CONOPS, according to an 
unclassified assessment of the January war game obtained by 
Defense News, a sister publication of Navy Times. 

The modules are considered the primary armament of the 
LCS. Each of the modules now in development — mine 
warfare, surface warfare and anti-submarine war-fare — 
includes the module equipment, a 15-person module crew, an 
MH-60 helicopter with an aviation detachment of 25 people, a 
mission package exchange team and the ordnance required for 
the mission. “Choreographing the preparation and movement 
of all elements to arrive in theater at the same time is a 
complex task and subject to potential delays,” according to the 
war game assessment.  

Overseas swap-outs ‘untenable’  
The LCS CONOPS calls for the swap-outs to happen 

outside the continental U.S. and requires that planning for a 
swap needs to begin “anywhere from 30 to 60-plus days 
depending on the OCONUS destination,” according to the 
assessment. 

“At present, storing mission packages in CONUS and 
conducting on-demand mission package exchanges OCONUS 
appears untenable,” the assessment says. 

Suggested fixes, such as storing mission packages at a 
forward operating station or aboard prepositioning ships, 
would help with the time-distance challenges, but manning 
and infrastructure requirements would increase. 

Other problems, according to the assessment, include 
command-and-control issues over who has the authority to 
mandate a module exchange, how the request is 
com-municated and how long a request needs to be routed and 
approved. 

Recommendations from the war game include holding a 
“stand-alone event” to evaluate the exchange processes, refine 
timeline estimates and explore alternatives. 

Other findings in the assessments:  
 Planners originally envisaged the LCS as a 

replacement for the fleet’s frigates, minesweepers 
and patrol boats, but the new assess-ments conclude 
the ships are not equal to today’s frigates or mine 
countermeasures ships, and are too large to operate as 
patrol boats.  

 The LCS is not able to fulfill most of the fleet 
missions required by the Navy’s primary strategy 
document, the “Cooperative Strat-egy for 21st 
Century Seapower.”  

 Equipped with a surface warfare or maritime security 
mission package, the ships were judged capable of 
carrying out theater security cooperation and 
deterrence missions, and maritime secu-rity 
operations, such as anti-piracy. But the LCS vessels 
cannot successfully perform three other core missions 
envisioned for them — forward presence, sea control 
or power projection missions — and they can provide 
only limited humanitarian assis-tance or disaster 
relief operations, sources said. 
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27. U.S. Navy Tests For Carrier-Based UAV Operations AIN Defense Perspective 
(AVIATION INTERNATIONAL NEWS 27 JUL 12) ... Bill Carey 

The U.S. Navy is testing software aboard the USS Harry 
S. Truman to validate the concept of autonomous UAV 
operations around an aircraft carrier at sea. The service is 
conducting the carrier integration testing to prepare for the 
arrival of the Northrop Grumman X-47B unmanned combat 
air system demonstrator (UCAS-D), which is expected to 
begin operations from a carrier next year. 

During July, the UCAS-D carrier integration team 
“engaged in extensive software testing” aboard the Nimitz-
class nuclear carrier, according to the Naval Air Systems 
Command (Navair). The team gathered information on 
operating UAVs in the carrier environment from both fleet air 
traffic controllers and the carrier’s air department responsible 
for landing and launching operations. 

The Navy and Northrop Grumman concluded the first 
major flight-test phase of the X-47B on May 15 at Edwards 
Air Force Base, Calif. The airworthiness test phase comprised 

23 flights by two air vehicles. During this phase, the X-47B 
flew to altitudes exceeding 15,000 feet and demonstrated 
carrier-relevant maneuvers, including extending and retracting 
a tail hook and completing an autonomous “touch-and-go” 
landing, Northrop Grumman said. 

Last year, the carrier integration team conducted surrogate 
testing aboard the aircraft carrier USS Dwight D. Eisenhower 
with a manned F/A-18 to evaluate ship systems, avionics and 
early versions of the X-47B software. That effort continues on 
the Truman with the F/A-18 and the latest X-47B software and 
hardware configuration, Navair said. Carrier suitability and 
system performance testing with the two X-47B air vehicles is 
being done at the Patuxent River, Md., Naval Air Station. 
Following the carrier operations next year, the demonstration 
of autonomous aerial refueling by the X-47B is planned in 
2014. 
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28. DoD Sees 4 Sequestration Scenarios 
1-Year Budget Deal Would Buy More Time 
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(DEFENSE NEWS 30 JUL 12) ... Marcus Weisgerber 
Increasingly concerned that time is running out for the 

U.S. Congress to avoid $500 billion in automatic defense cuts, 
the Pentagon is assessing all options, including the possible 
implications of a one-year, $100 billion government-wide, 
"mini-sequester" deficit-reduction deal, Defense Department 
and industry sources said. 

Obama administration officials are adamant they are not 
planning for sequestration and continue to urge lawmakers to 
pass a long-term debt-reduction deal that would avoid 
automatic cuts entirely, but worries are mounting that 
lawmakers will be unable to strike a deal to cut revenues while 
increasing taxes before the November elections. 

During a closed-door July 23 meeting with two dozen 
defense CEOs and other executives, Defense Secretary Leon 
Panetta detailed four possible scenarios facing the department 
in the latest in a series of high-level meetings between DoD’s 
top official and industry leaders. He was joined by Frank 
Kendall, the Pentagon’s acquisition chief; Bob Hale, 
comptroller; and Brett Lambert, the industrial policy chief. 

At the meeting, Panetta said he would rather see a more 
comprehensive, long-term deficit-reduction deal, but 
suggested the most politically practical solution may be a 
short-term agreement of one or two years, according to 
participants. 

The four scenarios they’re considering are: 
*Congress does not act and sequestration happens. 
*During the lame-duck session of Congress after the 

November elections, a plan is constructed to thwart 
sequestration. 

*Members of Congress come up with a $1.2 trillion cut to 
avert sequestration before the election. 

*Congress inserts language into a continuing resolution 
that delays sequestration another year or two when there is a 
less-heated political environment, but the government 
implements the first and perhaps second year of cuts, which 
some refer to as the “mini-sequester.” 

As in past meetings, Panetta and top executives discussed 
how sequestration could result in massive job cuts and how 
other Cabinet agencies should pressure Congress to modify 
the Budget Control Act of 2011 — the law that mandates 
sequestration to lower the U.S. deficit — should lawmakers 
not be able to agree on alternate ways to reduce the country’s 
debt. 

“Panetta is right now the only Cabinet official that is 
doing anything to try to ward off what is going to be a total 
disaster for all industries, not just the defense industry,” said 
one official who attended the meeting. 

“Secretary Panetta and industry are 100 percent on the 
same sheet of music on the fact that everybody’s got to do 
everything we can to basically put pressure on the Congress to 
fix the problem,” the official said. 

Panetta has repeatedly said full sequestration would be 
devastating to DoD and the defense industry. 

There is a “strong sense” in the Pentagon that a long-term 
deficit-reduction deal will not happen, another source said. 

Republican and Democratic lawmakers are not expected 
to act on a debt compromise — specifically one that could 
include tax increases — prior to the elections. 

“The department’s position is clear. We want a budget 
deal — one that’s balanced — so that we can avoid the 
devastating consequences of sequestration,” Pentagon Press 
Secretary George Little said. “The stakes are too high for a 
nation facing a serious fiscal crisis.” 

Sequestration calls for $1.2 trillion in mandated cuts 
across the federal government over the next decade. The 
Pentagon’s share of those cuts is about $500 billion. 

The 2013 share of the 10-year sequestration cuts totals 
about $109 billion across the entire federal government. 

“Clearly it would have less impact than a trillion-dollar 
hit, [should] sequestration be fully implemented,” said Gen. 
Norton Schwartz, Air Force chief of staff, during a July 26 
taping of “This Week in Defense News” when asked about the 
impact of a one-year deal. 

“We’re not privy to those conversations and if our target 
is an additional $100 billion, we will make choices based on 
the priority of our capabilities, those that are in demand from 
our combatant commanders, and so on,” Schwartz said. “The 
only thing that is very important is maintaining balance — 
balance between readiness of a smaller force and making sure 
that we don’t completely mortgage the future.” 

The federal government has faced numerous shutdown 
threats over the past year as lawmakers in both chambers of 
Congress have been unable to agree on a plan to lower the 
federal deficit. 

Since November, Pentagon officials have been frustrated 
with the lack of urgency Congress has shown to come up with 
a plan to avert sequestration. Panetta has routinely called for 
Congress to put everything on the table to address the debt, 
including defense and domestic spending, entitlements and 
revenues. 

For months, DoD officials have insisted they are not 
planning for sequestration and would not start planning until 
directed to do so by the White House Office of Management 
and Budget. 

People close to Panetta said he is frustrated that the 
Pentagon has been forced to spend so much time thinking 
about sequestration, especially as U.S. military operations 
around the world have intensified in recent months. 

The Pentagon has been closely monitoring fighting in 
Syria, Iran’s continued pursuit of nuclear weapons and North 
Korean militaristic threats. 
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29. The Budget Control Act- One Year later 
(DEFENSE NEWS 30 JUL 12) ... Kate Brannen  

On Aug. 2, the U.S. Budget Control Act of 2011 will 
mark its one year anniversary, a date probably few in 
Washington will celebrate. 

While passage of the law allowed the White House to 
raise the debt ceiling and avert financial catastrophe, the 

legislation set up the next self-made crisis, which most people 
expect to go unresolved until after the Nov. 6 elections. 

"This is a four-act play," said retired Marine Corps Lt. 
Gen. Emerson "Emo" Gardner, who serves as senior defense 
adviser at the Potomac Research Group. "The Budget Control 
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Act was actually the end of the first act," which included the 
heated debate over the debt ceiling and the nearly successful 
debt deal between House Speaker John Boehner, R-Ohio, and 
President Barack Obama. 

Gordon Adams, who oversaw national security budgets at 
the Office of Management and Budget under President Bill 
Clinton, said theater is an excellent metaphor for what's been 
going on over the last year. "It is very much like a play, 
because it is very much all theater," he said. 

For him, the first act was devoted to the congressional 
"super-committee," and the second act, which we're now in, is 
all about the presidential election. The play concludes in 
December, when the lame duck session of Congress confronts 
a host of financial problems that need solving, Adams said. 

As the play lurches toward its final act, several defense 
experts said one of the main outcomes of the Budget Control 
Act is that long-term, strategic issues that need attention have, 
been pushed to the side. 

"The Budget Control Act has short-circuited strategic 
thinking," said Byron Callan, a senior defense analyst at 
Capital Alpha Partners, a Washington investment firm. "There 
is no discussion of what happens beyond 2013." 

Plus, there is an opportunity cost associated with the 
endless hand wringing over sequestration, a process by which 
deep automatic spending cuts to DoD and domestic spending 
programs will kick in Jan. 2 if Congress doesn't act to stop 
them. 

For example, over the last few months, there have been 
multiple hearings devoted to the impact of sequestration. 
Washington think tanks hold frequent panel discussions on the 
topic, and the Senate and House of Representatives have spent 
precious time in session debating and passing legislation that 
would require the White House to provide more information 
on how the cuts would be implemented. 

"Without question, it is both a serious distraction and has 
spawned a cottage industry," said Arnold Punaro, a retired 
Marine major general, former Senate Armed Services 
Committee staffer and current member of the Pentagon's 
Defense Business Board. "It has diverted attention in both the 
executive and legislative branches from oversight and 
execution to full-time efforts to ward off this doomsday 
event." 

Within the defense community, it has sidelined some of 
the strategic decisions that need to be made about how to live 
within tighter budget constraints, experts said. 

"The debate inside the beltway has only been about the 
top line, and there has been little substantive debate about the 
components of the top line," Gardner said. 

In an interview, Rep. Adam Smith, D-Wash., ranking 
member of the House Armed Services Committee, said, "We 
have got to figure out how to have an honest discussion about 
cutting spending that is not in the abstract. Everyone is in 
favor for cutting federal spending in the abstract, but that's not 
how we cut." 

This phenomenon played out this spring, when many of 
the Pentagon's proposed budget reductions for 2013 — from 
increased health insurance fees to U.S. Air Force cuts to the 
Air National Guard — were rejected outright by Congress. 

The Pentagon says it made difficult decisions so it could 
meet the initial spending caps in the Budget Control Act. 
Congress' rejection of these early cuts makes it even more 
difficult for the Pentagon to come up with possible reductions 
in its next budget, Gardner said. 

While most of Washington is intensely focused on how 
the budget battle will play out for 2013, officials inside the 
Pentagon are crafting its plan for 2014. The military services 
are expected to submit their budget proposals to DoD's Cost 
Assessment and Program Evaluation Office this week for 
independent review. 

"When you truly don't know what will happen to your 
program — large or small — and you truly don't know if you 
will be 'furloughed' and you don't know if you will have funds 
to support your requirements, you erode what is one of the 
Pentagon's exceptional abilities, which is their five-year 
planning, programming, budgeting and execution process," 
Punaro said. 

In keeping with the theater metaphor, the Pentagon, as a 
member of the audience, is being forced to respond to the play 
before it knows how it's going to end. And it promises to be an 
explosive finale. There is a term in theater, "upping the 
stakes," and that is what we're seeing now, Adams said. "It 
makes for much better theater if the stakes are made as high as 
possible."  
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BBAASSEESS  //  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH::  
30. Looming Navy Shuffle To Make Big Waves In Region 
(NORFOLK VIRGINIAN-PILOT 29 JUL 12) ... Bill Bartel 

One of every five Navy ships in Hampton Roads is slated 
to be relocated or decommissioned in the next five years, 
changes that will leave the region with 5,400 fewer sailors, a 
Virginian-Pilot analysis has found. 

The Navy’s plans call for 17 of the 71 ships homeported 
here to be gone by 2017, along with more than 8,300 sailors 
assigned to them. The vessels include an aircraft carrier, a 
half-dozen destroyers, four frigates, four amphibious vessels, a 
cruiser and a submarine. Additionally, about 440 sailors 
assigned to two fighter squadrons will transfer from Oceana 
Naval Air Station to California. 

Countering some of the losses, three ships and about 
3,400 sailors are slated to move to Hampton Roads. 

Several ship and squadron transfers have been announced 
or noted in public documents, but the figures compiled by The 
Pilot, which the Navy acknowledged are accurate, show the 
cumulative impact of the departures: The military’s footprint 
in Hampton Roads will noticeably shrink, and the local 
economy will feel the pinch. 

For instance, ship repair companies expect to lose about 
$450 million in maintenance work and will shed hundreds of 
jobs. 

The loss of paychecks and housing allowances from 
departing sailors will make a dent in a regional economy that 
relies on the military for almost half its income, said James V. 
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Koch, an economist and former president of Old Dominion 
University. 

“We’ll feel it,” Koch said. “We’re going to have very low 
rates of economic growth. That’s certainly going to put a 
clamp on the housing market. There won’t be as many people 
out there buying homes. We’re talking about a period of 
economic stagnancy.” 

The changes are unrelated to the current Washington 
debate over hundreds of billions of dollars in automatic 
defense cuts that some in Congress are attempting to block. 

The downsizing is driven by a variety of factors. Those 
include: 

*An aging fleet; 
*A new defense strategy that deploys more Navy 

resources in the Pacific; 
*A commitment to bolster Europe’s missile defense 

system; 
*The dispersal of some of the Atlantic fleet to ensure the 

survival of Florida’s ship repair industry. 
The Pentagon’s pivot to the Pacific, announced earlier 

this year by Secretary of Defense Leon Panetta, is to protect 
valued shipping lanes between the United States and emerging 
Asian nations. It’s also to project American power in the Far 
East as China builds its military and seeks to exert more 
influence. 

What had been a fairly even division of Navy forces 
between Atlantic and Pacific fleets will change by 2020 to a 
60-40 split favoring the West Coast. 

Adm. Jonathan Greenert, chief of naval operations, said 
during a recent Pentagon briefing that the shift to the Pacific is 
the Navy’s “No. 1 focus.” 

Adm. Cecil Haney, commander of the Pacific Fleet, told 
The Associated Press last month that West Coast bases will 
get the most advanced vessels and aircraft, too. 

“It’s not just numbers – it’s also what those platforms, 
what those units, bring to the table,” Haney said. 

Hampton Roads’ fleet will likely grow older as most new 
ships entering the service head west, said Craig Quigley, 
executive director of the Hampton Roads Military and Federal 
Facilities Alliance. 

The region won’t be entirely shut out, but it will get 
proportionally less than the West Coast, Quigley said. 

“There are going to be new destroyers assigned here. 
There will be new submarines assigned here.” 

Peter Daly, a retired rear admiral and executive director of 
the U.S. Naval Institute, predicted that the continued crisis in 
the Middle East might slow the Pacific shift. 

“It takes six weeks steaming when you really go 
expeditiously from San Diego up to the Persian Gulf,” Daly 
said recently while attending the annual Joint Warfighting 
Conference in Virginia Beach. 

“You can do it from two to 2½ weeks from here. I think 
the reality of that will slow down the pace of the 60-40. You 
have this stated goal, but the realities of the world will drive 
it.” 

The most immediate loss to the West Coast will be the 
departure of the 40-person staff of Carrier Air Wing 17 from 
Oceana this year, followed by two yet-to-be-identified 
squadrons that will transfer in 2014 to Lemoore Naval Air 
Station in California. Five carrier air wings and 36 squadrons 
are assigned to Oceana. 

At the same time, changes to NATO’s European ballistic 
missile defense system – sparked by the threat of Iran’s 
weapons development program – spurred the Navy to 
announce it will send three destroyers from Norfolk to Rota 
Naval Station on Spain’s southwest coast. The Ross, Porter 
and Donald Cook, all with ballistic missile defense 
capabilities, will move in 2014 and 2015. 

The Navy plans to send six Hampton Roads ships to 
Florida – even as its goal of shifting a Norfolk-based aircraft 
carrier to Jacksonville is on hold, blocked by Virginia’s 
congressional delegation. 

Navy officials announced last month that the New York, 
an amphibious transport dock ship, will go to Jacksonville’s 
Mayport Naval Station next year, followed by the amphibious 
assault ship Iwo Jima and the Fort McHenry, a dock landing 
ship, in 2014. 

Navy leaders have told U.S. Rep. Ander Crenshaw, whose 
Florida district includes the base, that three Norfolk-based 
guided missile destroyers will move to Mayport – one next 
year and two in 2014. 

Pentagon officials say the relocations give a needed boost 
to Florida’s ship maintenance industry, which has lost 
considerable work in recent years with the shrinking of 
Mayport’s fleet. The military considers a robust ship repair 
industry important to national security. 

Mayport currently has 16 ships, nine of which are 
scheduled to be decommissioned over the next four years. The 
facility had been a conventional carrier base for a half century 
until the John F. Kennedy was decommissioned in 2007. It is 
not equipped to handle nuclear-powered carriers. 

Navy leaders aren’t giving up on upgrading the base so a 
nuclear-powered carrier can be stationed there. They insist that 
dispersal of the East Coast carriers, which are homeported 
solely in Norfolk, is necessary to protect them from natural 
disasters and terrorist attacks, and to give the service another 
nuclear-capable Atlantic homeport in case of emergencies. 

In addition to the relocations, eight locally based ships are 
slated to be decommissioned over the next five years. Included 
are the carrier Enterprise, four frigates, a guided missile 
cruiser, a submarine and an amphibious ship. 

An effort is under way to block the decommissioning of 
the Norfolk-based cruiser Anzio. U.S. Rep. Randy Forbes, R-
Chesapeake, successfully included funding in a defense bill 
that allocates $462 million for upgrading the Anzio and two 
other cruisers to keep them in service. The measure passed the 
House but needs Senate approval. 

The decommissioning of the 51-year-old Enterprise later 
this year after it returns from its final deployment will be 
offset by the August arrival of the carrier Abraham Lincoln 
from Everett, Wash. 

The Lincoln will be at Norfolk Naval Station before it 
moves to Newport News Shipbuilding in February for a three-
year refueling overhaul. 

The ship’s crew of about 3,000 and their families also are 
moving to Hampton Roads. 

Also coming is the hospital ship Comfort from Baltimore 
to Norfolk. A Mayport-based guided missile cruiser is 
expected to relocate to Norfolk in 2014. 

Officials say the Hampton Roads region, long home to the 
Navy’s largest base, will remain vital even if fewer ships are 
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based here. More than 80,000 sailors still would be stationed 
here. 

“The Navy’s partnership with the Hampton Roads region 
is stronger and more important now than ever and will 
continue to play a critical role in delivering ready forces,” said 
Adm. John C. Harvey Jr., U.S. Fleet Forces commander. “Our 
sailors and their families have called Hampton Roads home 
for over 200 years, and I’m certain they will continue to do so 
well into the future.” 

If the current plans remain in place, the departures won’t 
be quick. After Ford announced in 2006 it would close its 
Norfolk truck assembly plant, about 2,400 jobs disappeared 
within a year. The Navy attrition won’t be that abrupt. 

Quigley, of the military facilities alliance, said the 
regional economy will be better able to absorb the Navy trims. 

Koch predicted, however, that the cutbacks will be felt 
throughout the economy, from storefronts to auto sales to real 
estate. 

“That’s in many ways unfortunate because right now we 
seem to be turning the corner on housing,” he said. 

A downsized Hampton Roads fleet may have the most 
direct impact on the private contractors that maintain the 
ships, said Tom Epley, president and CEO of Marine 
Hydraulics International and chairman of the Virginia Ship 
Repair Association. 

“We feel it’s going to result in permanent job losses of 
about 650 full-time positions across the waterfront,” Epley 
said. “You’re talking about blue- and white-collar jobs that 
pay from $10 an hour for the lowest to $45 an hour for the 
highest. 

“It’s a full range of personnel. Laborers to project 
managers to purchasers … everybody.” 

Hampton Roads’ loss will be someplace else’s gain. 
For example, the three-ship amphibious group moving to 

Mayport will provide $75 million in maintenance contracts for 

Jacksonville-area ship repair businesses, Navy Secretary Ray 
Mabus said. 

Separate from the Navy’s short- and long-range plans, 
Hampton Roads and other military-rich communities could see 
deeper cuts beginning in January. 

Congress and the White House are sparring over how best 
to avoid $500 billion in automatic defense budget cuts over 10 
years, beginning next year with about $110 billion in 
reductions. A recent George Mason University study 
estimated the cuts could result in 200,000 job losses in 
Virginia. 

The looming defense cuts, known as sequestration, are 
triggered by legislation Congress passed last year when it 
approved raising the federal debt ceiling. Some lawmakers 
have said it’s unlikely the issue will be resolved until after the 
Nov. 6 national elections. 

Quigley said Hampton Roads won’t stop being important 
to the Navy, but changes are coming. 

“In a perfect world, I would say a lot of the decisions that 
are being called for wouldn’t be made in the first place, but 
that’s not the reality of the world we live in. We will feel those 
budget pressures in Hampton Roads.” 

Norfolk Mayor Paul Fraim said the reduction of the fleet, 
while not pleasant, shouldn’t be surprising for a Navy 
community that for generations has had to endure the ups and 
downs of deployments and defense funding. 

“Our view has been that whatever is in the best interest of 
national defense and the Navy is in our best interest as well,” 
said Fraim, whose son-in-law is a Navy pilot heading 
overseas. “We certainly see them more than just an economic 
development machine in our community. 

“It’s part of who we are.” 
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31. Independent Review Supports Pacific Realignment Plans 
(STARS AND STRIPES 27 JUL 12) ... Travis J. Tritten  

CAMP FOSTER, Okinawa — An independent review 
submitted to Congress and made public Friday supports plans 
to relocate U.S. military forces in the Pacific over criticism 
from some lawmakers that the realignment is unaffordable and 
unrealistic. 

The Center for Strategic and International Studies, a 
Washington, D.C., think tank, recommended the U.S. continue 
to follow an April agreement with Japan to relocate the 
Futenma air station farther north on Okinawa and transfer 
9,000 Marines to Guam and elsewhere in the Pacific. 

The Senate pushed to freeze all realignment spending 
until an independent review of the Department of Defense 
plans was completed. Some lawmakers saw it as a way to 
force the military to consider alternate plans for deploying 
forces at the Futenma base and on Guam, projects with 
shifting price tags that have racked up years of delays due to 
public opposition in Japan. 

 “We are pleased that the CSIS study supports the 
department’s strategy for the Asia-Pacific, our approach to 
U.S. defense posture in the region, and the importance of 
having forces forward to engage with allies and partners,” 
Defense Secretary Leon Panetta said in written comments sent 

to Congress and released to Stars and Stripes by DOD 
spokeswoman Maj. Catherine Wilkinson. 

The think tank, DOD and some members of Congress had 
declined to release the review. Over 100 pages of the review 
were released to the media Friday by Guam’s representative in 
Congress. 

Sen. Jim Webb, D-Va., along with powerful colleagues in 
the Senate Committee on Armed Services, spearheaded the 
congressional call for review of the realignment. His office 
was not immediately available for comment Friday.  

The U.S. and Japan announced a new agreement on the 
Pacific realignment in April that the allies said would cost 
$8.6 billion and shift about 9,000 Marines off Okinawa while 
redeploying about 5,000 to Guam. The remainder would likely 
be divided between Hawaii and a new joint base in Darwin, 
Australia. 

“These plans are at the center of a logjam between DOD, 
which would like to implement them, and the Congress, which 
is reluctant to authorize funding absent better details about 
cost and long-term master plans,” the CSIS review found. 

To break the logjam, the think tank suggested DOD create 
specific milestone goals for the Pacific realignment and 
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Congress approve funding incrementally as each goal is 
achieved. It also said the department should provide an annual 
update to lawmakers on its progress.  

But few changes ought to be made to the realignment 
plans, the review found. 

It said the U.S. should stick to its troubled effort to close 
Futenma and move the Marine Corps flight operations to the 
Camp Schwab base on the coast of northern Okinawa. Despite 
facing strong political head winds, the move to Schwab 
remains the most viable option and progress on the move may 
still be possible, the review found. 

All other options for relocating Futenma have significant 
drawbacks, including suggestions by members of Congress 

that the military move the air station a few miles up the road to 
Kadena Air Base, the think tank said. 

“Integrating Marine functions at Futenma into operations 
at Kadena Air Base also faces stiff and almost uniform local 
and national opposition due to concerns about noise and 
safety,” the review said. 

Meanwhile, the U.S. should begin construction work on 
Guam by prioritizing critical upgrades such as pipelines and 
roads that will be necessary even if the U.S. ultimately decides 
to redeploy fewer than the 5,000 Marines now envisioned, the 
think tank said. 
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32. 2005 BRAC Cost More, Saved Less, Than Estimated 
(NEWPORT NEWS DAILY PRESS 29 JUL 12) ... Hugh Lessig 

Sequestration is the newest scary word to enter the 
military vocabulary of Hampton Roads, a Beltway term for 
deep cuts in defense and non-defense spending that will take 
effect in January unless Washington decides otherwise. 

Before sequestration there was BRAC, the base closing 
and realignment commission that last hit Virginia in 2005. It 
closed Fort Monroe in Hampton and merged some common 
functions at four bases that resulted in the creation of Joint 
Base Langley-Eustis on the Peninsula and Joint Expeditionary 
Base Little Creek-Fort Story in South Hampton Roads. 

As Congress debates sequestration, BRAC continues to be 
in the undercurrent of conversation. The Obama 
administration has proposed BRAC rounds for 2013 and 2015, 
and while next year's prospects appear all but dead, a former 
Navy secretary said recently that 2015 seems more likely as 
the military continues to downsize, shift focus and try to save 
money. 

But the 2005 BRAC round has fallen fall short of its 
original billing – at least as far as taxpayer savings are 
concerned. 

Overall, one-time construction costs related to BRAC 
jumped by 67 percent, from a $21 billion estimate to $35.1 
billion in 2011. 

Five projects had one-time cost increases that skyrocketed 
beyond 1,000 percent of what Congress was originally told. 
Two were tied to Fort Lee in Prince George County. 

Due primarily to those one-time cost increases, the 
expected 20-year net present value of BRAC 2005 – a 
measure of costs and savings over time – has plummeted by 
72 percent. 

GAO report 
These figures are from the Government Accountability 

Office, which has published a series of analyses on the 2005 
BRAC, the most recent one released last month. 

GAO's Brian Lapore noted that 2005 BRAC differed from 
previous rounds. It was the biggest and most complex round 
ever, involving 800 defense locations and relocating more than 
125,000 people. While previous BRAC efforts focused on 
shedding waste, the military saw the 2005 BRAC as a way to 
realign its forces to meet defense needs 20 years in the future. 

Functions were combined and realigned. Missions were 
transferred from base to base. To make it all fit, the military 
had to construct or retool at a myriad of locations. 

Rep. Randy Forbes, R-Chesapeake, said he gets that part. 

"That is a fair analysis," he said. "The BRAC rounds in 
2005 were not just force reductions. They were designed with 
multiple-purpose approach. But having said that, it is vitally 
important when you sell these programs, you do not do a bait 
and switch. 

"They were giving these cost figures early on, and that's 
what led Congress to make those decisions. When you make 
these policy decisions, you need to be making them on a 
reasonable basis." 

Last week, Rep. Rob Wittman, R-Westmoreland, 
successfully amended the defense appropriations bill to block 
federal funding for the 2013 BRAC round. He says the timing 
is all wrong. 

With the drawdown in Afghanistan, a proposed shift in 
naval forces from the Atlantic to the Pacific and other 
reductions already planned, the situation is too uncertain to 
decide whether to close bases. 

"This is the last period of time you want to be doing 
BRAC," he said. "We don't get a redo on this. You can't say 
afterward, whoops we really need that base." 

Joint basing 
Forbes, who like Wittman sits on the House Armed 

Services Committee, said he is skeptical of future BRAC 
rounds because the Defense Department has been "notoriously 
off" on previous BRAC predictions. 

For example, a 175 percent cost overrun occurred at 
Marine Corps Base Quantico, GAO says. The military closed 
various locations it had leased for investigative and counter-
intelligence functions and moved them to Quantico. The 
required square footage was underestimated because the Navy 
did not include space for students or contractors to train there. 
As a result, construction cost $222 million more than planned. 

Bad estimates happened on the local front, too. 
In a move to joint basing, 26 installations consolidated 

management and support into 12 joint bases. Specific figures 
for Langley-Eustis and Little Creek-Fort Story are not yet 
available. GAO is actually working on a separate report 
devoted to joint basing. 

But overall, the long-term savings dropped from initial 
estimates by 80 percent. 

BRAC and the GAO both measure long-term savings by 
20-year net present value. Lepore said it attempts to account 
for inflation and the value of money over time, and is 
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considered a meaningful measure of a project's financial 
performance. 

The original estimate said joint basing would result in a 
20-year net present value of $2.3 billion. 

The current estimate is $249 million. 
One reason, Lapore said, is that the military required joint 

bases to meet various standards for functions like security, 
custodial services, grounds maintenance and fire protection – 
things that the bases could combine. 

That turned out to be good news and bad news. The good 
news was that the new standards were very close to the 
military's existing requirements. The bad news: Because of 
lack of funding, installations were not meeting the existing 
standards anyway, so it would still cost more. 

So for example, when it came to mowing the lawn, the 
military needed to maintain grass height at 2-4 inches "and 
accomplish necessary trimming, edging, pruning, and 
landscaping to maintain healthy vegetation and a professional 
appearance," according to one standard that GAO quoted in an 
earlier report. 

Fort Monroe 
The June GAO report is the first time the agency has 

listed all 182 BRAC projects in a single list. It offers some 
numbers on the closing of Fort Monroe in Hampton, which 
triggered greater construction at Fort Eustis in Newport News. 

The 20-year savings estimate has dropped here as well. It 
was estimated to be $686.6 million. It is now less than half 
that, at $323.9 million. 

The June report does not offer detail on Monroe or most 
other projects. But in a list of 182 projects with the biggest 
drop in savings listed at the top, Fort Monroe ranks 26th. 

Whither BRAC? 
Last week, the subject of BRAC came up during a 

presentation by law firm Williams Mullen before the Virginia 
Peninsula Chamber of Commerce. The subject was 
sequestration, but some of the discussion focused on the 
possibility of another BRAC. 

William L. Ball III, a former Navy secretary under 
President Ronald Reagan, sat on the 1991 BRAC commission. 
He said it might be possible to avoid a base-closing round next 
year, but it will be more difficult in 2015. 

"It's hard to see how they would realign without it," he 
said. 

The GAO's documentation of the 2005 round "is 
resonating on Capitol Hill," Ball said, because it shows how 
unanticipated costs can alter projects. If there is a subsequent 
BRAC round, he said, it will likely be focused more on simple 
reduction rather than another complex realignment. 
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33. Blue Angels Soar High To Please The Crowd 
(MAGIC VALLEY TIMES- NEWS (ID) 29 JUL 12) ... Kimberlee Kruesi 

TWIN FALLS • The U.S. Navy Blue Angels left the Air 
Magic Valley air show attendees awestruck on Saturday with a 
showcase that barreled to the soundtrack of Motley Crue. 

And as the team’s pilots maneuvered their sleek jets 
thousands of feet above Joslin Field, the crowd jealously 
watched with their feet firmly placed on the ground. 

It was loud. It was hot. It was worth it. 
“My son is in the Navy so today has a lot of meaning for 

us,” said Shelly McElliott, who showed up at the air show at 
10:30 a.m. and stayed under the sun’s rays until late in the 
afternoon. 

“We saw the Blue Angels last time they came to Twin 
Falls but this time I have family from all over today,” she said. 
“I have my son, three grandsons and some family from 
Sweden with me.” 

The highlight of the air show was the six jet Blue Angel 
showcase. The pilots took off in a perfect diamond formation, 
leaving plumes of white smoke and screams of a pleased 
crowd behind them. 

However, the day’s other acts leading up to the final event 
didn’t disappoint the crowd either. 

Kent Pietsch’s comedy act held the crowd’s attention as 
he attempted three times to land his plane on top of a RV 
landing top. Before then, he performed an aerobatic routine all 
without power at an altitude of 6,000 feet. 

Jacquie B reminded the audience it’s never too late to 
learn how to fly. With an impressive 2,300 hours of flight time 
tucked under her belt, the acrobat pilot didn’t start taking 
flight lessons until she was 50 years old. 

Most of the event involved craning your neck to watch 
others fly in the air. There was one option to ride in a World 
War II B-25 bomber, but only if you were willing to pay a 
price. 

Starting at $395, the public can pay for a ticket to fly 
around the Snake River Canyon. For an extra $150, 
individuals can ride with the pilot and crawl into the glass 
nose of the plane. Sign ups for rides remain open until 
Monday morning. 

“It’s an amazing sight and it’s worth every penny,” said 
Mel Pepitone, load master of the B-25 bomber crew. “We 
haven’t had anyone sign up today yet but we’re hoping to 
make a couple flights. If we have four people, we can fly.” 

The majority of the onlookers packed themselves onto the 
Magic Valley Regional Airport airfield. For others, the 
curbside of the Twin Falls County’s roads provided a 
spectacular — and not to mention free — view of the show. 
Twin Falls County law officers blocked off some of the 
county roads to help direct traffic but that didn’t deter thrifty 
air show admirers from finding a spot to pull over once the 
Blue Angels began zooming overhead. 

“We would pay if we really wanted to see something,” 
said Sumor King, who was sitting just a little more than a 
hundred feet away from the airport’s parking lot. “But we’re 
here for the Blue Angels.” 

Terry Todd, of Twin Falls, also agreed that the best way 
to enjoy the event wasn’t inside the airport. 

“You get to see the planes flying over us and it’s an 
amazing sight,” he said. “You get to see a different part of the 
show.” 
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34. Naval Forces Europe Band Prepares Debut Performance In Edinburgh 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 27 JUL 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Jason Howard, Commander, U.S. Naval Forces 
Europe-Africa/U.S. 6th Fleet Public Affairs  

NAPLES, Italy -- Commander, U.S. Naval Forces Europe 
(CNE) Band prepared for their performance for the 2012 
Royal Edinburgh Military Tattoo while on board Naval 
Support Activity Naples, July 25. 

This will be the first time a U.S. Navy band has 
participated in the Royal Edinburgh Military Tattoo since its 
beginning in 1950.  

The event is widely considered to be one of the most 
popular and largely attended military tattoos in Europe, selling 
out completely for the last 13 years. 

"We've been preparing for this for about six months now," 
said Lt. David Latour, director of CNE Band. "It is exciting 
and an honor to be representing the U.S. Naval Forces Europe 
and the U.S. at this international tattoo, especially knowing 
this will be the first time a U.S. Navy band will perform there. 
We have a great show to perform and look forward to doing 
our best to represent the U.S. Navy." 

With the usual military tattoo normally lasting no longer 
than a weekend, the Royal Edinburgh Military Tattoo will take 
place Aug. 3-25, with nearly 1,000 performers including 
hundreds of musicians, pipers, drummers, singers and dancers 
from all over the world. 

"This is a really big opportunity for us," said Musician 
Seaman Alexis Thompson, French horn. "It will give us an 
opportunity to showcase our talent in front of millions of 
people." 

The highlight of the Royal Edinburgh Military Tattoo will 
be the Massed Military Band, which is a combination of every 
military band from around the world coming together to 
perform in one ensemble. 

"To me, the greatest part of performing at Edinburgh will 
be seeing all of the bands come together as one unit," said 
Musician Seaman Christopher Sibbers, French horn. "I can't 
even imagine how spectacular being a part of that will be." 
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NNEEWWSS  OOFF  IINNTTEERREESSTT::  
35. The View From The E Ring 
Gen. Martin Dempsey, chairman of the Joint Chiefs, on how to cut nearly $500 billion and still keep the 
military healthy. 
(NATIONAL JOURNAL 28 JUL 12) ... James Kitfield 

On a desk once used by Douglas MacArthur, Joint Chiefs 
of Staff Chairman Martin Dempsey keeps a small wooden box 
engraved with the words “Make It Matter.” Inside are cards 
containing the photos and brief biographies of the more than 
130 soldiers he lost in Iraq as commander of the Army’s 1st 
Armored Division. As he shepherds the military into the 
austerity era, Dempsey finds all the inspiration he needs in the 
box. NationalJournal Senior Correspondent James Kitfield 
spoke recently with Dempsey in his Pentagon office. Edited 
excerpts follow. 

NJ: The American public is understandably war-weary 
and focused on the domestic economic crisis. How do you 
explain to them that the threats the country faces continue to 
demand a strong U.S. military? 

DEMPSEY: I describe the period we’re entering as a 
security paradox. On the one hand, there are some deep 
thinkers who argue that violence around the world is actually 
at a historic low, with fewer people dying violently each year 
than during any period in history. On the other hand, I look at 
incidents such as the terrorist attacks in Mumbai, India, in 
2008. That operation was controlled by an operations and 
intelligence fusion center in Pakistan that used commercial, 
off-the-shelf technology such as Google Earth’s real-time 
mapping, satellite communications, GPS, BlackBerry texting, 
social media, and rapid Internet searching. And enabled by 
that technology, 10 terrorists were able to kill 200 people and 
wound another 300 in an operation that took Indian security 
forces three days to end. Similarly, the “Great Train Robbery,” 
so famous from the 19th century, involved two guys robbing a 
trainload of some 100 people. Today, one guy with a laptop 
can literally rob 100,000 people of their wealth or intellectual 

property. So the ability to commit violence and do harm is 
proliferating along with technology, and I want to be very 
clear-eyed about that growing threat. The world we are 
entering is one that feels safer on some level, but is actually 
much more dangerous. 

NJ: What technologies or capabilities will the U.S. 
military need to master in this era? 

DEMPSEY: If I look at the benchmark year of 2020, 
which is the military I will be responsible for helping shape, 
my big “Aha!” moment as chairman has been the realization 
that about 80 percent of that force is essentially on autopilot 
due to decisions already made. That has freed me to focus on 
the 20 percent I can change, especially new capabilities that 
we didn’t even have 10 years ago. The ones that jump out at 
me are ISR [intelligence, surveillance, and reconnaissance], 
bigger and more capable special forces, and cybercapabilities. 

NJ: During past drawdowns, budget pressures upset the 
balance between priorities such as force structure, weapons 
modernization, manpower, and readiness. Can you keep those 
pillars balanced even as you absorb nearly $500 billion in 
reductions over the next 10 years—or $1 trillion if 
sequestration kicks in? 

DEMPSEY: We can provide the security the nation needs 
with the plan that the service chiefs and combatant 
commanders have all agreed to. National power is an 
aggregate of diplomatic influence, military capability, and 
economic power. When any one of those three legs is 
weakened, the whole foundation is shaky. So I’ve said 
publicly to our service members and their families that we 
have to demonstrate to the American people that we can be 
part of the solution to our economic problems. On the other 
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hand, if sequestration is triggered, the cuts become so 
automatic that it throws the force out of balance right away. 

NJ: Do you see any of your biggest budget accounts 
taking priority? 

DEMPSEY: We absolutely have to get the people part 
right. If you look back at the interwar years before World War 
II, [Army chief George] Marshall invested the resources he 
had in people, sending the best and brightest people to the 
service schools, even though they had to exercise with wooden 
guns and tractors because they didn’t yet have rifles and tanks. 
Today, we have to continue to inspire the kinds of young 
people who have joined in the last 10 years to fight for their 
country. At the end of my time in uniform, if someone tells me 
I managed to get the people piece of this puzzle right despite a 
really ugly environment, I’ll be satisfied. 

NJ: Experts say that the per-person cost of the all-
volunteer force has jumped 46 percent over the past decade. 

DEMPSEY: We’re trying to find ways to make the all-
volunteer force more affordable, but it’s not easy and we need 
Congress’s help. There’s also the matter of necessity: The 
alternative to the all-volunteer force is some kind of draft, 
which is appealing on some levels but probably impractical. I 
would also argue that the all-volunteer force has proven 
incredibly resilient. There are some horrible statistics on 
suicide and other behavioral health issues, which are 
completely unacceptable—but, overall, the force remains 
strong. If you had told me when we were back in Baghdad 
nearly a decade ago that the force would keep up that pace for 
10 more years, and overall our people and our families would 
remain strong and proud, I would have said you had been 
drinking! 

NJ: During the post-Vietnam drawdown of the 1970s, the 
Pentagon infamously favored force structure and 
modernization at the expense of readiness, leading to a 
“hollow force.” The Army also largely expunged the lessons 
of counterinsurgency after Vietnam. Has the military 
internalized the lessons from those mistakes? 

DEMPSEY: On readiness, the short answer is yes. 
Because we lived through that experience, most flag-rank 
officers are committed to the premise that no matter what size 
force we maintain, we will keep it in balance. Nor can we 
allow the lessons in counterinsurgency operations learned over 
the past decade to be lost. Right now, however, I have the 
opposite problem. If you are a lieutenant colonel or sergeant 

first class in the Army today, for instance, you don’t know 
anything else except counterinsurgency. And that’s not the 
only type of conflict we need to be prepared for. 

NJ: The national-strategy guidance says that the military 
will no longer be sized for large-scale, prolonged stability 
operations. It will cut 100,000 ground forces in coming years. 
Doesn’t that mean no more Iraq- or Afghanistan-like 
campaigns? 

DEMPSEY: Not really. We like to think we can pick our 
conflicts, but in reality, conflict picks you. There is still the 
thorny matter of our alliance with the Republic of Korea. That 
scenario certainly has the potential for significant land forces 
and stability operations. What we have tried to do with the 
new defense strategy is anticipate a decline in resources, and 
consider how we might leverage cutting-edge technologies to 
accomplish our current missions differently. And if we did get 
into another large, long-term stability operation, it would 
probably require us to access the National Guard and Reserves 
in ways we haven’t in the past. 

NJ: When Congress refuses to let you close bases, cancel 
weapons programs, or cut medical benefits, do you worry 
about your ability to keep the force in balance? 

DEMPSEY: That does concern me, but it’s a condition I 
don’t control. My moral compass requires that I provide 
civilian leaders in the Pentagon, White House, and Congress 
with an honest assessment of the impact of maintaining too 
much force structure or unnecessary weapons systems. At the 
end of the day, this is a democracy, and they will decide. 
However, I won’t shrink from explaining the impact of those 
decisions, and hopefully I’ll be persuasive. 

NJ: America has a long tradition of cutting defense too 
deep for too long during postwar drawdowns, and of sending 
brave but unprepared troops into battle in the next war. Can 
you break that cycle? 

DEMPSEY: Although those first battles of past wars have 
proven too costly, in each case American military leaders and 
forces adapted and ultimately prevailed. When I finish in this 
job, my personal measure of success will be whether or not I 
and the service chiefs developed leaders that are adaptable. 
That’s the attribute we value more than ever before, because 
the next time we predict the future wrong in terms of where, 
when, and who we are going to fight—and we will get it 
wrong again—we will need to adapt to prevail. 
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36. The New New Thing 
Even as Pentagon budgets shrink, innovative defense companies have struck it rich off the effort to reset, 
upgrade, and get networked. 
(NATIONAL JOURNAL 28 JUL 12) ... Kevin Baron 

Last year, a four-star general summoned a dozen 
executives from small-, medium-, and “Eisenhower”-sized 
defense contractors to the Pentagon for a chat about the 
industry’s future. According to Joseph Dyer, a retired vice 
admiral who attended but declined to name others present, the 
senior officer wanted to gauge the mood about the coming 
spending cuts. The Defense Department already plans to slash 
$487 billion from its 10-year budget, and if the sequester takes 
effect, that number will top $1 trillion. Coming off a decade of 
war, the future of big-ticket items worth billions of dollars is 
in doubt, and expansive new projects are dead on arrival. 

The mood in the room was grim. “There was a lot of 
‘God, ain’t it awful?’ ” talk, Dyer says. Most industry players 
and congressional Republicans speak with one voice: The 
Obama administration’s cuts to the military will cost jobs, hurt 
innovation, and leave the country unprepared to defend itself 
or implement its global-security strategy. And in case of 
sequestration, pack the kids and head for the mountains with a 
bowie knife if you want to survive. 

Dyer was purveying a different message. True, the 
Pentagon is buying fewer of the headline-grabbing, years-to-
develop weapons systems that live like ballast on the 
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department’s ledger. The Navy delayed plans to build the next 
aircraft carrier (after the USS Gerald Ford is completed) by 
two years and reduced orders for the futuristic Littoral Combat 
Ship and Virgina-class “boomer” submarines. F-22 production 
is finished. Lockheed Martin’s F-35 is struggling to survive, 
and the Navy asked Congress to cut its orders by 50 percent 
for the next five years. The Air Force’s long-range bomber to 
replace the B-52 is still 10 years from its first rivet. The Army 
will spend less time and money developing the Joint Light 
Tactical Vehicle, its replacement for the Humvee. Even the 
Pentagon’s shopping spree for drones is winding down. 

But the glass is actually half full—$500 billion full—
Dyer said, who now handles strategy for iRobot, the 
Massachusetts-based company that made a fortune selling 
explosive-sniffing bots to the Army during the Iraq war. If 
companies can improve their existing platforms, they can 
make big money. That means a change of focus from blue-
chip weapons built across dozens of congressional districts to 
newer, more-modest ideas: video-enhancement software, 
proprietary broadband radios, backpack-sized networking 
hubs, and nanotechnology-based materials such as bulletproof 
fabric. (“Joe,” one of the executives shot back at Dyer, “that’s 
easy for you to say. You’re part of the future.”) 

According to the administration’s strategic guidance, a 
document prioritizing U.S. threats that was drafted late last 
year by White House and defense officials and issued by 
President Obama at the Pentagon in January, the military is 
devoting itself to counterterrorism and special operations, 
training foreign militaries, increasing intelligence and 
surveillance, and electronic warfare. Defense executives 
looking for postwar contracts will need to serve those needs. 
They’re hunting for ways to make the Pentagon’s aging 
arsenal more affordable by refashioning everything to be 
lighter and more portable, by manufacturing durable goods 
that need less maintenance, and by introducing automation to 
reduce manpower. And the small- and medium-sized high-
tech companies that don’t make fighter planes and tanks are 
well poised to rake in this cash. 

The goods 
For all of Washington’s apocalyptic rhetoric about 

defense cuts, the Pentagon still has a long shopping list. 
Drones built with a single antiquated video camera are being 
refitted with multiple high-definition ones. The broadband 
required to move that much data is being sent through ever-
smaller, faster, and more secure receivers. The video they 
capture is enhanced by powerful new software that can operate 
off an iPad carried by special operations forces chasing 
terrorists. The cables and wires running through everything 
that moves are becoming lighter and bulletproof. Every 
computer in the military needs secure connections in the Big 
Data age. And it all needs upkeep. 

Dyke Weatherington, deputy director of unmanned 
warfare in the Pentagon’s Portfolio Systems Acquisitions 
office, oversees 99 percent of the department’s pocketbook for 
unmanned aircraft, sensors, and communications links. His 
budget will fall 20 to 28 percent in research and development, 
procurement, and (thanks to the end of the Afghanistan and 
Iraq wars) operations and maintenance, he tells National 
Journal. He is winding down purchases of AAI’s Shadow 
drone and General Atomics’ Reaper and Grey Eagle (the 
successor to the Predator). 

But those vehicles still need upkeep. Within the shrinking 
drone budget, the “sustainment lines” are rising. “Investment 
is shifting from buying more new stuff to improving the stuff 
that we currently have,” Weatherington says. “The migration 
from analog to HD video,” he explains, is just one such area. 
The armed forces are also acquiring new payloads for 
unmanned systems. The Pentagon wants to mothball the latest 
lot of Northrop Grumman’s Global Hawks—large Air Force 
spy drones it says grew too costly—but to continue upgrading 
a $1.16 billion 2008 contract for the Navy’s older versions of 
the Global Hawk. It will add 360-degree maritime radars 
networked to its “broad-area maritime surveillance,” an ocean-
sized monitoring system that links aircraft and ground 
listening stations. The Army plans to do the same for its Grey 
Eagle. And the Air Force will continue adding $15 million 
multi-aperture, broad-area sensors to its Reapers. 
Modifications to robots and drones could go on indefinitely. 
As long as they can fly, roll, or swim, they will need better 
cameras, wires, transmitters, receivers, batteries—name a part. 

This is hardly the stock in trade of blue-chip contractors, 
because the margins are narrow. The “flyaway cost” for a new 
Reaper is about $14 million, while the upgrade to a hi-def 
camera housing, Weatherington estimates, costs just a few 
million dollars. Good for the Pentagon, not as good for 
General Atomics. “Generally, industry is very concerned,” he 
says. 

Yet the smaller players evince a kind of hopeful 
scrappiness. “Normal people don’t do this,” says Peter L. 
Antoinette, president and CEO of New Hampshire-based 
Nanocomp Technologies, which produces sheets, tapes, 
conductive wires, and yarns made of extremely tough and 
lightweight carbon nanotube fibers. The bearded, fast-talking 
Antoinette resembles the OxyClean guy from TV more than a 
high-tech defense lobbyist courting Washington. His chair 
barely holds him down as he pauses in the rotunda of the 
Russell Senate Office building after a day of door-to-door 
salesmanship and talks about retrofitting the military’s aging 
aircraft. 

Outside a reception for New Hampshire businesses (most 
make things like hand-dipped chocolates), Antoinette pulls a 
crinkled zip-close bag out of his worn backpack. First he 
extracts a finger-sized sample of nearly indestructible 
conductive wire that weighs about half as much as an equal-
length piece of brittle copper used in aging military vehicles. 
Then comes a square of charcoal-gray fabric “six business 
cards thick” that can stop a 9mm round. Nanocomp’s 
promotional materials say that a copper wire broke after 
14,000 test bends but that its fiber lasted through 2.5 million 
bends. The company’s product already protects the attitude 
controls and main engine of the Juno satellite heading for 
Jupiter. 

Nanocomp, however, is no Boeing. Established in 2004, 
the company now has 53 employees (with 10 new hires in the 
past three months) and two locations covering 41,000 square 
feet. In May, it opened its first full nano-manufacturing 
facility, and it plans to hire 40 people—almost all in 
manufacturing—unless Congress blocks the sequester. But so 
far, it can produce only enough material to pass qualification 
tests, and copper is still four times cheaper than the nano wire. 
Antoinette describes a catch-22: He needs a Pentagon-sized 
investment of up to $50 million to expand and drive down 
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costs, but he’ll get that kind of order only if he can undercut 
copper. 

The chief technology officer for Lockheed Martin sees 
that kind of dilemma as temporary. Ray Johnson believes that 
the United States is just beginning a revolution in material 
sciences, thanks to wartime nanotech advances he compares to 
the industrialization of aluminum, steel, and plastic. Lockheed 
has developed some products internally, but to meet the 
exploding need for military updates, Johnson sees a future of 
“partnerships”—subcontracting as well as mergers. “We will 
likely partner with people who know how to do the bulk 
manufacturing,” he says. “Medium- and small-sized 
companies will be a part of this material-science revolution. 
And as providers of components and subassemblies for major 
systems, they’ll take advantage of that.” 

The business 
Quantifying this market is difficult, according to budget 

analysts, and the Pentagon does not break down its spending 
by sustainment, because modification costs are built in to 
some big contracts, spread across accounts on other weapons 
systems, or simply arise unexpectedly. And the Pentagon’s 
fiscal 2013 budget request reduces spending in virtually every 
account. But there’s little doubt that modification is 
happening. “I don’t know that it’s fully shown up in the 
budget numbers yet. You’d have to do a lot of granular 
digging on a program-by-program basis,” says Jason Gursky, 
a defense analyst at Citigroup. But investors have long 
expected this to happen as the wars trailed off, he says. 
“Instead of buying new or replacing, you upgrade; you rip out 
the guts of what you’ve got.” 

On one hand, antimine technology for the Army drops 
from $33 million in the budget to $19 million; missile 
technology falls from $67 million to $49 million; medical 
technology gets cut nearly in half to $69 million. On the other 
hand is a list of accounts that update tools or help the 
Pentagon reduce its manpower burdens. The ledger’s 
categories for things like “advanced weapon technology” or 
“advanced simulation and concepts”—tech-heavy digital items 
rather than conventional strike weapons—tell the story. 
Spending for electronic warfare such as telecom surveillance 
and jamming enemy signals skyrockets from $34 million to 
$181 million. This is the kind of money that pays for 
nanotechnology. Meanwhile, some drones get a boost: One of 
the only prototype accounts to grow covers unmanned ground 
vehicles. The Navy wants more money to study how to launch 
drones from aircraft carriers. 

Last year, analysts with Fairfax, Va.-based Teal Group 
estimated that U.S. spending on just the optics and infrared 
sensors aboard unmanned aerial vehicles would jump from 
$813 million in fiscal 2011 to nearly $1.7 billion in fiscal 
2020. They had already forecast that the Pentagon was losing 
its taste for big-ticket drones like Global Hawk in favor of 
better equipped ones it already owns that deliver on the cheap. 
“Northrop Grumman has taken home the taxpayers’ money for 
air-vehicle development,” they wrote, “while General Atomics 
has provided 40 times the [sensor] effectiveness on the 
battlefield.” The Pentagon is upgrading even Lockheed’s 
troubled F-35—before it reaches full production. Johnson said 
that “several hundred” components of the F-35 already were 
under review. Last year, the firm announced that a new epoxy, 
using carbon nanotubes, would replace the original carbon-

fiber wingtips. (These may go onto other aircraft, too, officials 
say.) And the delay in F-35 deliveries will push Defense to 
spend more maintenance dollars on F-18 squadrons. 

Upgrading aircraft before they’re ready is not new, but it 
is still controversial. The F-22 program began in 1991 with a 
12-year timeline. But after Sept. 11, 2001, the Pentagon 
wanted its post-Soviet air-to-air fighter to handle air-to-ground 
targeting and surveillance, too. Onboard computers from the 
1990s needed updating. The program grew so expensive that 
in 2010 the Pentagon stopped buying new F-22s after it had 
spent $67.3 billion for 188 aircraft. In May, the Government 
Accountability Office found that modernization costs for those 
planes have more than doubled from original projections to 
$11 billion. No F-22 has seen combat, but upgrades continue. 
The plans call for $1.2 billion in electronic protections, in-
flight networking, new missiles, structural repairs, and 
maintenance. GAO found that the cost for all remaining 
known upgrades scheduled for the F-22 could hit $6.2 billion 
by 2020, 17 years after the development phase was supposed 
to end. 

The debacle has pushed procurement officers to demand 
affordability rather than new capabilities. That’s a historic 
shift, Johnson says, and a lesson for small companies looking 
for business: “Think about making systems cheaper. And not 
giving up a lot in capability.” One way to stay cheap is to 
refuse big taxpayer dollars for research. Harris, a medium-
sized defense contractor, prides itself on owning the market 
for radios used by ground troops and special operators, 
because of its decision to make some products outside of 
DOD’s “program of record” system. That’s the designation 
given to companies developing lucrative weapons from 
scratch, but it also comes with Pentagon-sized red tape and 
oversight. The system makes sense for ships and planes, but 
not so much for smaller items. Harris lost a POR bid 10 years 
ago, but instead of walking away, it beat the competition 
(General Dynamics) to market with commercial, off-the-shelf 
products. As a result, Harris is not so concerned about 
Obama’s defense-spending hold. When the military needs 
Harris’s expertise, it will call. 

During the wars, soldiers on foot patrol had to lug 
cumbersome equipment to receive instant video feeds from 
drones overhead. An aircraft with a standard-definition camera 
relayed its signal through transmitters so large they were 
carried in vehicles or left at base camps, then sent to a 
telephone book-sized receiver fed into a laptop watched by a 
soldier. Now, everything has to be faster, lighter, smaller, and 
more secure. Drones with high-resolution cameras needed 
more bandwidth to network with dozens of devices carried 
directly below, so Harris created a handheld multiband video 
receiver (based on a Harris radio already in the field) to view 
feeds from most intelligence or surveillance platforms. A 
DOD-monitored program of record would have taken years to 
build the device, according to a source familiar with the 
competition. Harris did it in six months. 

Other small defense contractors that eschew the POR 
designation see dollar signs ahead. Sean Varah, CEO of 
Silicon Valley’s 7-year-old MotionDSP, has 20 employees 
and software that automatically fixes blemishes in live-
streaming video (say, from a shaky camera or a hazy day in 
Afghanistan) sent through an image-degrading network back 
to Nevada, in less than 100 milliseconds. It runs on laptops 
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and, soon, on iPads and iPhones. The Air Force would need 
137,000 people by 2015 to watch all the incoming video it 
gathers, so MotionDSP tries to improve images to the point 
that automated programs can discern terrorists from 
schoolchildren. Varah says he has contracts with every 
intelligence agency and more than 100 police agencies, 
although he declines to share specifics. “We’re really excited 
to be in the one area of the DOD budget that’s not getting 
cut,” he says, crediting the flexibility of public and private 
investment outside the POR to come up with something his 
company knew would be a winner on the defense market soon. 

Contractors like these, rarely seen on Capitol Hill or in 
the kind of splashy ads plastered in Washington’s subway 
system, are pulling in multimillion-dollar contracts to do 
things such as upgrading the Army’s e-mail system, building 
secure storage for digital information, and launching 

geospatial-intelligence networks for all that Big Data being 
collected globally in the surveillance age. Or replacing copper 
with nanotube fibers. Or replacing soldiers with robots. 
iRobot’s Dyer believes he’s on the verge of crashing through a 
legendary ceiling by putting robots in the infantry forever. His 
robots, constantly reprogrammed and retrofitted with more 
automation than ever, will scout out caves, tunnels, and 
terrorist hideouts—doing the job that, for hundreds of years, 
has killed 19-year-old privates. 

“Relatively speaking, we are well positioned and excited 
about the future,” he said, defying industry gloom. “A half-
trillion-dollar market’s a half-trillion-dollar market.” That 
happens to be the size of the budget cut. Which shows that, if 
you know what you’re doing, there’s just as much money to 
be made as before. 

 
Return to Index 
 

37. General Warns Of Dramatic Increase In Cyber-Attacks On U.S. Firms 
(LOS ANGELES TIMES 28 JUL 12) ... Ken Dilanian 

ASPEN, Colo. -- Computer intrusions by hackers, 
criminals and nations against U.S. infrastructure increased 
seventeenfold from 2009 to 2011, the nation's chief cyber 
defender says, and it's only a matter of time before such an 
attack causes physical damage. 

Gen. Keith Alexander, who heads the National Security 
Agency and the U.S. Cyber Command, revealed the statistics 
in a rare public interview Thursday at the Aspen Security 
Forum, a gathering of national security officials. He called for 
passage of legislation being debated by the Senate that would 
set up a voluntary system for companies to shore up their 
computer defenses. 

The NSA eavesdrops on communications around the 
world, and it also monitors cyber-attacks. U.S. Cyber 
Command is responsible for offensive cyber operations. 

Alexander did not say how many attacks happen each 
year against critical infrastructure, such as electrical, water, 
chemical and nuclear plants. Such intrusions are typically 
designed to probe defenses and lay the groundwork for a 
destructive attack. Many plants and factories are run by 
networked industrial control systems, so an attacker who 
seizes control of such a system could wreak havoc. 

Echoing remarks he has made before, Alexander said the 
U.S. lacks sufficient defenses against cyber-attacks. On a scale 
of 1 to 10, he said, American preparedness for a large-scale 
cyber-attack is “around a 3.” 

He said he was particularly worried about attacks that 
could shut down parts of the electrical grid or compromise 
public water systems. 

“Destructive cyber-attacks against critical infrastructure 
are coming,” Alexander said. 

Alexander said the military had yet to work out rules of 
engagement for responding to cyber-attacks, and he pointed 
out that neither of his agencies have the authority to defend 
against a cyber-attack on a private company, even if that 
company owns crucial infrastructure. The pending bill would 
fix that, he said. 

Some business groups oppose the bill as intrusive, and 
some civil liberties groups say it compromises privacy. 

Alexander pointedly refused to comment on Stuxnet, a 
cyber-attack on Iran’s nuclear enrichment facilities that has 
been reported to have been the work of the U.S. and Israeli 
intelligence. He also pushed back against the notion that the 
uptick in attacks on the U.S. is related to Stuxnet, which was 
first discovered in June 2010. 

Alexander repeated his view that computer-based 
espionage against the industrialized world amounted to “the 
biggest transfer of wealth in history” because “adversaries 
have gone into our companies and taken intellectual property.” 

He cited one estimate by the security firm McAfee that 
the losses from such spying add up to a trillion dollars. But, he 
said, "we don’t know. And which is more alarming: that it’s 
really large, or we don’t even know how large it is? … What 
other countries are doing are stealing the next generation of 
[our] capabilities.” 

Alexander didn’t name the countries, but China and 
Russia have been cited by government officials as the biggest 
culprits, a charge they deny. 
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OOPPIINNIIOONN::  
38. US Dilemma In South China Sea Response 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 28 JUL 12) ... Matthew Pennington 

WASHINGTON--China has heightened tensions in the 
South China Sea with its new, remote island city and planned 
military garrison in a contested area viewed as a potential 
flashpoint for conflict in the Asia-Pacific. 

How might the United States respond? 
Criticize Beijing too strongly and the Obama 

administration will strain its relationship with the emerging 
superpower. Let it pass and undermine two years of intense 
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diplomacy that has promoted the U.S. standing among 
Southeast Asian nations that are intimidated by China's rise. 

A key plank of the administration's engagement in the 
Asia-Pacific since 2010 has been its declaration of a U.S. 
national interest in the maintenance of peace and stability in 
the South China Sea, where China and five of its neighbors — 
most notably the Philippines and Vietnam — have competing 
territorial claims. 

But tensions have only escalated. China's raising of the 
flag this week at Sansha municipality, on tiny Yongxing 
island, 220 miles (350 kilometers) from its southernmost 
province of Hainan, come as claimants jockey for influence in 
the resource-rich region. 

China will not be able to project much military power 
from such a small outpost — with a population of just 1,000 
people and scarcely room for an airstrip — but it has symbolic 
importance. Beijing says the municipality will administer 
hundreds of thousands of square miles (kilometers) of water 
where it wants to strengthen its control over disputed — and 
potentially oil-rich — islands. 

In Washington, lawmakers interested in Asia policy have 
been quick to respond. Republican Sen. John McCain called 
the move provocative and reinforced worries that China would 
attempt to impose its territorial claims through intimidation 
and coercion. Democratic Sen. Jim Webb said China's attempt 
to assert control of disputed territories may be a violation of 
international law. 

While the State Department was careful in its reaction, it 
also criticized China's "unilateral moves." 

"I think there is a concern here, that they are beginning to 
take actions when we want to see all of these issues resolved 
at the table," spokeswoman Victoria Nuland said Thursday. 

President Barack Obama will not want to appear soft on 
China as he fights for re-election against Republican 
contender Mitt Romney, who has accused the incumbent of 
being weak on Beijing and has vowed to get tough, in 
particular, on China's trading practices. 

However, the United States walks a fine line in its 
diplomacy on the South China Sea, always stressing it does 
not take a position on the competing sovereignty claims. 

Defining it as a U.S. national interest in 2010 helped 
galvanize Washington's standing in the region and revive its 
ties with treaty ally Manila and build a relationship with 
former enemy Hanoi. As part of its broader push, or "pivot," 
toward Asia, the U.S. elevated its engagement with the 
Association of Southeast Asian Nations, or ASEAN, and 
strongly supports the 10-nation bloc's efforts to negotiate 

collectively with China on the issue and draft a code of 
conduct to help manage South China Sea disputes. 

That's annoyed China, which claims virtually the entire 
South China Sea and its island groups and would prefer to 
negotiate with the other claimants individually. Beijing also 
views U.S. intervention on the issue as encouraging Vietnam 
and the Philippines to be more confrontational in asserting 
their own claims. 

When Chinese fishing boats were stopped by the 
Philippine vessels at the disputed Scarborough Shoal in April, 
inside what Manila regards as its exclusive economic zone, it 
deployed a navy ship — supplied by the U.S. the previous 
year — prompting China to send more vessels of its own, 
escalating a standoff that rumbles on. 

And the establishment of Sansha municipality in another 
portion of the South China Sea follows Vietnam's passing a 
law in June stating its jurisdiction over the Paracel and Spratly 
Island chains and declaring that all foreign naval ships 
entering these areas must notify Vietnamese authorities. 

The chance of such disputes spiraling into a major 
conflict still appears slim, but the stakes could rise in the years 
ahead as competition intensifies for the oil and gas resources 
in the South China Sea. China recently put out for tender 
exploration offshore blocks that overlap with areas already 
tendered by Vietnam, and Philippine drilling plans could also 
put it on collision course with China. 

The U.S. strategy for managing and eventually resolving 
these disputes largely hangs on the efforts of ASEAN. The 
bloc has made some progress in drafting a code of conduct, 
but there's no sign of a lasting resolution of territorial disputes, 
and the South China Sea is emerging as a divisive issue in a 
grouping that prizes its unity. 

For the first time in its 45-year history, ASEAN failed to 
issue at communique at an annual meeting of its 10 foreign 
ministers this month, when host Cambodia, viewed as pro-
Beijing, rejected a proposal by the Philippines and Vietnam to 
mention their separate territorial disputes with China in the 
statement. 

In a damage-limitation exercise, ASEAN's largest nation, 
Indonesia, brokered a compromise last week. But it's one that 
will do little to assuage concerns of a rift within the grouping 
and a narrative that the Obama administration will be anxious 
to avoid: that the struggle over the South China Sea pits the 
strategic interests of the U.S. against China. 

Matthew Pennington covers U.S.-Asian affairs for The 
Associated Press in Washington. 
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39. The Risks Of Military Drawdowns 
Washington nearly always gets drawdowns wrong -- paving the way for military calamity. Will it botch this 
one, too? 
(NATIONAL JOURNAL 28 JUL 12) ... James Kitfield 

On a recent trip to Capitol Hill, Joint Chiefs of Staff 
Chairman Martin Dempsey got into a sharp private exchange 
with a member of Congress he declines to name. The 
lawmaker warned the general that if attempts to downsize the 
military for austere times render it “hollow” once again, he’d 
have only himself, not Congress, to blame. 

Dempsey, who cut his teeth as a young Army officer in 
the 1970s, was having none of it. Every time Congress tells 

the Joint Chiefs they can’t make even minor adjustments to 
military pay and health care to counter ballooning personnel 
costs, Dempsey countered, or refuses to let the military shutter 
unneeded bases, or forces it to buy unwanted aircraft and 
tanks, then Congress helps to hollow the force. “I can’t keep 
the force in balance unless you give me the ability to do so,” 
Dempsey recalls saying. 



 37

The argument showed just how hard it will be for 
Dempsey and Defense Secretary Leon Panetta to steer the 
military through the tricky transition between war and what 
comes after. The Pentagon is set to cut 100,000 ground forces 
and $487 billion over 10 years (without the budget sequester, 
which would raise the dollar figure to roughly $1 trillion). 
They must work out how to do so without compromising their 
ability to maintain America’s national security. 

Unfortunately, almost without exception, the United 
States has gotten that transition wrong. After every “war to 
end all wars,” the American people have demanded a “peace 
dividend” that often cuts too deep for too long, ruining 
military preparedness and goading opportunistic foes. That 
helps explain the Soviet outlook in 1979, after the Pentagon’s 
dramatic post-Vietnam drawdown. First, in November, Iran’s 
revolutionaries stormed the U.S. Embassy in Tehran and took 
52 hostages. A month later, sensing weakness, Soviet troops 
invaded Afghanistan. Two implacable foes were suddenly 
within easy reach of America’s energy jugular. The Soviets 
ceased to see the United States as weak only after Washington 
undertook the largest peacetime defense buildup in history, 
which tripled the national debt during the Reagan years. 

A botched drawdown means that, when the bugles once 
again blare, brave but unprepared troops are sent back into 
battle. That’s why American troops have been so badly 
bloodied in the first battles of past wars, whether at Kasserine 
Pass in North Africa at the outset of World War II, with Task 
Force Smith in Korea, or in the Ia Drang Valley in Vietnam. 
The inept Desert One attempt to rescue the hostages in Tehran 
killed eight servicemen and cost two aircraft. 

The cycle repeated itself during the 1990s. Not only did 
the reconfigured post-Cold War defense apparatus fail to 
anticipate Sept. 11, 2001, but U.S. forces sent to invade Iraq in 
2003 were also unprepared for the insurgency they confronted 
there. Had insurgents provoked a civil war, which seemed 
likely in 2006 and 2007, Operation Iraqi Freedom could have 
represented the worst U.S. military setback since Vietnam. 

And this drawdown will likely prove even more 
challenging than its predecessors, say national-security and 
military experts. First, partisan gridlock -- which Panetta calls 
“one of the greatest dangers to national security” -- threatens 
the Pentagon with sequestration unless the other political party 
blinks. Second, the United States is laden with far more debt 
now than during previous retrenchments. As Dempsey’s spat 
with the lawmaker suggests, Congress might trade intelligent 
cuts in defense spending (closing unneeded bases, canceling 
unaffordable weapons programs, cutting excess troops) for 
good politics. In the current presidential debate, the two sides 
cannot even agree on whether a military drawdown is 
necessary. 

Moreover, constant combat has burdened the small 
volunteer force for more than a decade, and the stress fractures 
are showing. It will take years to mend the aging equipment; 
pathologies associated with posttraumatic stress disorder are 
rampant; and personnel costs have ballooned to nearly $1 
million per combat-deployed soldier per year. Meanwhile, 
troops will still be fighting, and dying, in Afghanistan through 
2014. “I constantly have to remind people that the war is not 
over and that we are still training and equipping soldiers and 
sending them to fight,” says Lt. Gen. John Campbell, who, as 
the Army’s head of strategic plans, is helping to chart the 

coming drawdown and who has a son deployed in 
Afghanistan. 

Hardest of all for planners like Campbell: The strategic 
landscape today is extremely unpredictable. China has used 
America’s lost decade of war to accelerate its economic and 
military ascendancy -- and, this time, any perception of U.S. 
weakness could tempt Beijing into provocative behavior in, 
say, the Taiwan Straits or the South China Sea. Nuclear-armed 
North Korea is going through an uncertain leadership 
transition. Islamic groups continue to torment Afghanistan and 
Pakistan, even as their movement takes root in the ungoverned 
spaces of North Africa. Iran seeks nuclear weapons, Syria 
fights a civil war, and the Arab Spring revolutions have 
toppled regimes throughout the Middle East, with an unknown 
impact on long-term stability and U.S. interests. Narco-mafias 
destabilize Latin America. And cyberwarfare could, many 
experts say, represent the next Pearl Harbor. 

“Today’s drawdown is much more challenging than the 
1990s, in part because security threats are not only increasing 
in number and scale but also shifting in form,” says Andrew 
Krepinevich, president of the Center for Strategic and 
Budgetary Assessments. Add a global financial crisis that has 
prompted Western allies to slash defense budgets, he says, and 
this period of retraction looks perilous even by historical 
standards. 

Still, understanding the pitfalls of previous drawdowns 
could help the Pentagon avoid them this time. Obviously, 
strategists must also decipher the lessons of Iraq and 
Afghanistan to inform decisions on how they should shrink 
U.S. forces. But above all else, planners should avoid such 
terms as “peace dividend,” “procurement holiday,” and 
“strategic pause.” Historians call these epochs the “interwar 
years,” and they haven’t been wrong yet. Handled poorly, they 
can end in catastrophe. 

The hollow army 
Drawdowns are always conducted in the shadow of 

conflicts past, not the ones yet to come -- and therein lies the 
danger. After victory, planners tend to prepare for the last war, 
only better and with a smaller force. In the shadow of defeat, 
the urge is equally powerful to steer the military away from 
similar conflicts. Something like that happened after Vietnam. 

The most fateful decision of that drawdown was President 
Nixon’s shift to an all-volunteer force in 1973; he eliminated 
the draft to defuse the antiwar protests that had bedeviled his 
presidency. As originally conceived, the volunteer military 
was designed as a downsized core around which the Pentagon 
would mobilize with a reinstated draft if and when it needed 
to. 

After extricating their forces from Vietnam’s jungles, the 
generals focused narrowly on the Soviet Union. The 
counterinsurgency lessons learned in Vietnam atrophied and 
were largely expunged from the training curricula of 
conventional forces. Defense cuts hit operations and 
maintenance, training, and other “readiness” accounts that 
nurture military preparedness. And the Pentagon found it 
much harder and pricier to assemble a high-quality volunteer 
force than it had anticipated. In 1980, for instance, only 50 
percent of Army recruits had even a high school education, 
and 40 percent were yanked from regular duty for disciplinary 
problems or unsuitability before completing their first 
enlistment. Meanwhile, the Army grew from 16 to 18 
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divisions during the 1970s to deter the massive Soviet army, 
stretching limited manpower over the skeleton of a larger 
force structure. By 1980, the effect of those decisions was 
apparent: Only four of 10 active-duty Army divisions in the 
United States were rated “ready” to deploy. 

When members of Congress asked Army Chief of Staff 
Edward (Shy) Meyer at a 1980 hearing to characterize the 
Army’s status, he told them what he had already informed 
President Carter privately. “Basically, what we have is a 
hollow Army.” (That was the subject of Dempsey’s spat in 
Congress.) The Pentagon had been forced to cut too deep for 
too long; it faced a manpower crisis with the draft gone; and it 
had jettisoned the lessons of an unconventional war it lost to 
focus instead on a war it would never actually fight. It allowed 
the pillars of military capability -- force structure, equipment, 
readiness, and manpower -- to become unbalanced, favoring 
force structure (Army divisions, Air Force squadrons, Navy 
ships) and modernization (new weapons) at the expense of 
readiness (training to keep personnel motivated and prepared), 
operations, and equipment maintenance. By 1979, military pay 
had become so constrained that junior enlistees with small 
families subsisted below the poverty level. 

The consequences were clear by decade’s end. The shah’s 
regime in Iran had fallen, the Soviets had taken Afghanistan, 
and the U.S. military looked inept in a failed attempt to rescue 
American hostages in Iran. “I said the Army was hollow 
because it was grossly inadequate to the threats we faced in 
Europe, Asia, and the Middle East,” Meyer says today. The 
challenge now is more diffuse: Instead of facing a monolithic 
Soviet Union, he says, “the only sure thing is that the next 
conflict will almost surely come as a surprise.” 

To avoid the mistake of cutting defense budgets too deep 
for too long, Meyer says, Pentagon leaders need to articulate a 
narrative that convinces Americans -- and especially their 
representatives in Washington -- that the nation still faces 
potent threats. “The good news is that the American people 
hold the U.S. military in much higher regard today than after 
Vietnam, and that is critical both to attracting good people to 
serve and in winning the support of Congress,” he says. But 
Meyer warns of “hyper-partisanship” on the Hill: “If the 
Pentagon can’t win bipartisan support for their strategy for 
drawing down, every member of Congress will feel free to 
poke holes in it.” 

A strategic pause 
After winning the Cold War and the 1991 Persian Gulf 

War, the U.S. military had a better story line for its second 
drawdown of the volunteer era. But the United States faced a 
recession and a national debt that had grown from $900 billion 
to $2.8 trillion during President Reagan’s tenure, thanks to the 
defense buildup and tax cuts. Americans wanted a “peace 
dividend,” and the Clinton administration responded by 
shrinking the Cold War military by roughly one-third. As an 
uncontested superpower, it reasoned that the nation could 
enter a “strategic pause” from great-power competition and 
defer modernization for much of a 1990s “procurement 
holiday.” 

After the success of Operation Desert Storm, the military 
also arguably fell into the trap, once again, of wanting to 
refight the last war, only better. It focused on honing the high-
intensity maneuver warfare that thrashed Iraqi forces in 1991 
(and 2003). In the meantime, President Clinton tasked the 

military with peacemaking, nation-building, and stability 
operations (in Somalia, Haiti, and Bosnia), as well as limited 
air wars (Kosovo and the Iraqi “no-fly” zones). Those 
missions made the armed services more deployable and 
expeditionary, but after each operation, military planners 
largely wiped the “lessons learned” slate clean, preferring to 
focus on high-intensity conventional operations rather than 
unsatisfying “operations other than war,” as generals call it. 

By the end of that drawdown, U.S. military leaders were 
confronted with an equipment arsenal aged by unexpected use 
and the procurement holiday. By 2000, Air Force fighters 
were 14 years old on average, the tanker/airlift fleet was 
roughly 25 years old, and 1960s-era B-52 bombers constituted 
one-third of the long-range bomber fleet. Pockets of 
inexperience persisted at certain ranks, thanks to retirement 
incentives accepted by too many talented captains and mid-
career sergeants: Between 1995 and 2000, for instance, the 
attrition rate for Army captains nearly doubled, from 6.4 
percent to an unsustainable 13 percent. The realization was 
also growing that the “strategic pause” never really 
materialized. 

“The ‘New World Order’ some people talked about at the 
end of the Cold War was long on ‘new’ and short on ‘order,’ 
because from the time the Berlin Wall came down in 1989 to 
the moment we were hit on 9/11 by a surprise attack no one 
saw coming, we were engaged in operations in a world 
supposedly ‘at peace,’ ” says Gen. Dennis Reimer, the Army 
chief of staff from 1995 to ’99. The lesson: “The ‘strategic 
pause’ you expect never really happens.… Especially in 
today’s complex and dangerous world, it’s impossible to 
predict when or where your next fight is going to come.” 

So when terrorists attacked the United States on Sept. 11, 
2001, sparking a decade of conflict, planners were unprepared. 
The military had to rely on an arsenal aged by unexpected use 
and the procurement holiday, guided by conventional-warfare 
doctrines that were poorly suited for the counterinsurgency 
campaigns the U.S. was about to fight. 

Known unknowns 
Dempsey, the Joint Chiefs chairman, frequently tells 

subordinates to “beware the Black Swan” -- that is, to expect 
the unexpected. He knows from personal experience what it’s 
like to be caught unaware. 

In April 2004, the entire Operation Iraqi Freedom 
campaign was balanced on a knife’s edge. Dempsey, then a 
major general, commanded the 1st Armored Division in 
Baghdad, trying with just 40,000 troops to keep a lid on the 
largely ungoverned metropolis of more than 7 million people. 
Suddenly, uprisings began to ignite across Iraq, first in the 
Sunni stronghold of Falluja and then in the southern Shiite 
cities of Najaf and Karbala, where armed followers of cleric 
Moktada al-Sadr held sway. Civil war loomed. At the same 
time, Qaida terrorist bombings spooked Spain and other allies 
into withdrawing their troops from the war, rattling a shaky 
multinational coalition. Iraq was in danger of spinning out of 
control. An Army that prided itself on being on the absolute 
leading edge of technology was suddenly caught as strangers 
in a strange land, facing simultaneous uprisings that no one 
saw coming. 

The U.S. military simply lacked the expertise to cope with 
insurgency and sectarian war. After all, architects of the post-
Vietnam drawdown had expunged the lessons of that eight-
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year counterinsurgency from the Army’s institutional memory, 
and the knowledge base was never replenished. 
“Psychologically, the organization wasn’t too interested in 
retaining lessons from a conflict many people considered a 
failure,” Dempsey tells National Journal. “So when I get to 
Baghdad, I’m trying to write a [conventional-war] campaign 
plan for a city of 7 million people scattered over 70,000 square 
miles. That’s when it occurred to me that we hadn’t spent 
nearly enough time understanding the complexity of the 
environment we found ourselves in.” 

The Army raced to adapt. At the Combined Arms Center 
at Fort Leavenworth, Kan., Gen. David Petraeus set about 
rewriting the Army’s counterinsurgency manual. He 
highlighted the need to win local support, build institutions of 
local governance, and prop up local security forces. 
Meanwhile, under new Defense Secretary Robert Gates, the 
Pentagon went on a procurement crash course, rushing 
explosive-resistant armored vehicles and drones out to the war 
theater. Petraeus later implemented his own doctrine in the 
successful Iraq “surge,” perhaps the most dramatic reversal of 
battlefield misfortune since Gen. Douglas MacArthur’s 
landing at Inchon during the Korean War. 

“No major military in history has restored that knowledge 
base and doctrine and then executed it in just the few years it 
took in Iraq,” says Don Snider, a visiting professor in the 
Strategic Studies Institute at the U.S. Army War College. 
Because that process normally takes at least a decade, the 
near-failure in Iraq can be traced back at least to the 1990s 
drawdown. “The Army as a profession should never be caught 
so off-guard, lacking the expert knowledge and skill sets it 
needed to accomplish the mission it was given in Iraq and 
Afghanistan.” 

Never forget 
In the recently released study by the Joint Chiefs of Staff 

titled “Decade of War: Enduring Lessons From the Past 
Decade of War,” the first takeaway goes directly to the 
military’s Black Swan moment. “In operations in Iraq and 
Afghanistan, a failure to recognize, acknowledge, and 
accurately define the operational environment led to a 
mismatch between forces, capabilities, missions, and goals.” 
Lesson No. 2 is equally unsparing. “Conventional warfare 
approaches often were ineffective when applied to operations 
other than major combat.” 

A distillation of 46 separate studies, “Decade of War” 
promises that the armed forces will remember what they 
learned rather than consign the lessons to a chapter in a war-
college textbook. Even more important, the report 
acknowledges that a smaller force must still have a full 
spectrum of capabilities and it cannot have a blind spot for 
counterinsurgency that nearly proved disastrous. “The U.S. 
military did well those missions it had prepared for, such as 
the initial three-week invasion of Iraq, and less well in those 
missions it had not trained and prepared for, which was the 
counterinsurgency part we struggled with,” says Marine Lt. 
Gen. George Flynn, who organized the study for the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff. 

Given the Pentagon’s perfect record of predicting when, 
where, and how it will fight next -- “100 percent wrong, 100 
percent of the time” says Flynn -- the smaller, full-spectrum 
force will need to internalize many of the attributes of its 
wartime counterpart, with streamlined systems for rewriting 

doctrine, rapidly fielding equipment, and recalibrating 
training. “That ability to rapidly adapt has to be a primary 
attribute of a downsized force,” Flynn says. And the military 
will need to retain its most combat-seasoned leaders to remain 
adaptable. 

The Army is trying to reflect on those lessons as it 
prepares to pare 80,000 troops from its ranks, according to 
Gen. Campbell. To build regional and cultural expertise, it 
will align combat brigades with certain geographic commands. 
It will strengthen the tight bond between conventional units 
and special operations forces, forged over a decade of 
counterinsurgency warfare, by training and deploying them 
together. It will try to avoid sweeping “reductions in force” 
and compulsory retirements (like the one that occurred during 
the 1990s) by cutting mostly through normal attrition. Above 
all, the Army will seek to avoid cuts in “readiness” accounts 
that support exercises, training, professionalism, and morale. 

Dark clouds 
All drawdowns begin with the best intentions. They derail 

because of pressures that are often outside the Pentagon’s 
control. The coming drawdown is one of the shallowest in 
history: That $487 cut over 10 years (assuming that the 
Pentagon dodges another $500 billion in sequestration) 
represents just an 8 percent net reduction, compared with an 
average 30 percent in the post-Vietnam and post-Cold War 
drawdowns. But given America’s debt crisis and its 
isolationist mood, few experts believe the current plan is the 
final word. “Further significant cuts are almost inevitable,” 
says Gordon Adams, a former associate director for national 
security at the Office of Management and Budget. “Polls 
consistently show that the public wants to bring the boys and 
girls in uniform back home and cut the defense budget much 
more than anything now being contemplated.” 

Even to live within the means outlined in the current plan, 
Pentagon planners were forced to make difficult trade-offs and 
questionable assumptions. The Obama administration’s 
strategic guidance has called for a “rebalancing” of forces 
toward Asia as a hedge against China, but that strategy will 
rely on naval forces that have shrunk over the past decade and 
air forces that are aging thanks to constant use and the 1990s 
“procurement holiday.” The average age of a B-52 bomber is 
nearly 50. Long-range bombers are 35 years old on average; 
midair refueling tankers are 49 years old; and fighter aircraft 
are 22 years old. Upgrades have kept those aircraft current. 
“But at some point you have to ask whether the average 
citizen would want to rely on a 50-year-old car as their major 
mode of transport,” says Air Force Lt. Gen. Chris Miller, 
deputy chief of staff for strategic plans and programs. “The 
answer is no.” 

To pivot toward Asia, the Pentagon will have to withdraw 
two combat brigades from Europe and plan for only an 
“economy of force” presence in Latin America and in Africa, 
with troops who rotate in for temporary operations rather than 
remaining permanently deployed there, as the ones in Europe, 
South Korea, and Japan do. To cut some 100,000 ground 
forces, the Pentagon also had to assume that the United States 
will not become enmeshed in another protracted, manpower-
intensive campaign (counterinsurgency, nation-building) in 
the foreseeable future. 

When historians look back on this era of war and 
retrenchment, the evolution of the all-volunteer force will 
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stand out. Although the troops performed superbly and proved 
surprisingly resilient, less than 1 percent of the population 
bore the immense burdens of fighting. Increasingly, that force 
resembles an American Foreign Legion that distances the 
public and their political representatives from the 
consequences of war. Over a decade of conflict, the all-
volunteer force also proved extraordinarily expensive; the cost 
per person in the active-duty force jumped an unsustainable 46 
percent (adjusting for inflation). As a study by the Center for 
Strategic and Budgetary Assessments noted recently, if 
manpower costs continue to increase at that rate and the 

overall defense budget grew commensurate with inflation, 
military personnel expenses will consume the entire defense 
budget by 2039. 

Of course, unanticipated challenges associated with the 
all-volunteer force helped skew the post-Vietnam and post-
Cold War drawdowns. As did a war-weary American public, a 
balky Congress, and far-away adversaries searching for 
weaknesses. If the adage holds that history doesn’t repeat but 
it rhymes, then that narrative has an eerily familiar ring. 
Historians know just how it ends. 
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40. Sub Arson Case Has At Least One Positive Aspect  
(NAVY TIMES 06 AUG 12) ... Christopher Cavas 

The news that a young, disgruntled civilian worker named 
Casey James Fury might directly have caused one of the most 
devastating submarine fires in Navy history might be a good 
thing. 

Not, of course, that any fire on a ship is ever a good thing, 
much less on a nuclear-powered submarine. 

But before the July 23 filing of an affidavit detailing two 
counts of arson against the 24-year-old Fury, Portsmouth 
Naval Shipyard stood a very good chance of achieving the 
ignominious distinction of becoming the only naval shipyard 
ever to lose — or, at the very least, seriously damage — a 
Navy submarine in an industrial accident. 

The attack submarine Miami was in dry dock, two months 
into a major overhaul at the shipyard in Kittery, Maine, when 
a fire broke out late in the afternoon of May 23. Firefighters 
from New Hampshire, Massachusetts and Connecticut joined 
in the 12-hour effort to bring the blaze under control. 

While the sub’s nuclear reactor was reportedly not 
damaged, the entire fore-section of the submarine was either 
burned out or flooded. 

Navy officials have declared their intention to repair the 
attack sub, which still has up to 10 years of life left in its 
reactor. Early estimates are that it will take $400 million to 
restore Miami to service condition — a price tag that makes it 
debatable whether the effort to repair the sub is worth the cost. 

While accidents are common, it is exceedingly rare to lose 
a naval ship in a shipyard accident. The last time was in 1969, 

when a small, wooden minesweeper, the Avenge, burned in a 
commercial yard in Baltimore. Before that, the giant troop 
transport Lafayette — the former French ocean liner 
Normandie — burned and sank in 1942 at its Manhattan pier 
while being converted for naval use. 

But no American submarine has ever been lost — never 
returned to active service — in a shipyard accident. 

If the expected charges against Fury hold up, Portsmouth 
is off the hook as the accident’s primary cause. Their work 
crews didn’t leave a vacuum cleaner filled with hot slag in a 
pile of cleaning rags — the initial explanation for the fire. 
Their safety watch didn’t miss the fire’s breakout until it grew 
too large. 

The shipyard still bears responsibility for the fire, 
however. The new question for the yard’s management is how 
an apparently unstable worker was allegedly able to set a fire 
on the nuclear submarine, how he remained on the job, and 
how, if allegations are correct, he could have set another fire 
outside the damaged submarine three weeks after the first one. 

Like the authorities investigating the accused shooter in 
the July 20 mass shootings in Aurora, Colo., and like officials 
trying to understand how an Army major and psychiatrist 
could allegedly shoot more than people at Fort Hood, Texas, 
in 2009, Navy officials need to think about when odd or 
disturbed behavior crosses the line and starts to become a real 
security risk — and about what they should do about it. 
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41. Sea Duty Plan Promising 
(NAVY TIMES 06 AUG 12) ... Editorial 

At last count, some 10,000 sea duty jobs were vacant, 
requiring last-minute scrambling before deployments and too-
frequent incidents of cross-decking, in which sailors just back 
from deployment are transferred to ships getting ready to slip 
their lines. 

The problem has been bad and getting worse, but finally 
there’s a plan to set things right. 

New measures announced in a series of Navy-wide 
messages July 26 provide both short- and long-term solutions, 

including increased incentive pay for those willing to extend 
their sea tours.  

Calling them “aggressive mea-sures,” Chief of Naval 
Personnel Vice. Adm. Scott Van Buskirk’s plan includes:  

 Cash. Sea Duty Incentive Pay ranging from $500 to 
$1,000 a month for sailors in selected fields.  

 Choice. Volunteers who extend their sea tours don’t 
need Big Navy approval — and they get to pick their 
next home port, too.  
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 Consolation prize. While several hundred sailors are 
likely to get yanked from shore duty involuntarily, 
they will receive an extra $1,450 per month. 

While nice perks, leaders must be realistic about the toll 
they’re putting on sailors yet again. It’s debatable whether 
some added special pay is enough to offset the burnout of long 
tours at sea, which could cause some sailors to decide to get 
out of the service altogether. 

Spouses and children may sour on the Navy life when 
their sailor is booted from the 9-to-5 life of shore duty and 
sent to sea — and they may convince him it’s time to go 
civilian. 

It’s encouraging the Navy is taking steps to fix what’s 
become the perennial issue of vacant sea billets. But if the new 
measures fail to fill the gap in the long term — or the solutions 
come at the expense of morale — leaders must work fast to 
craft a better deal. 
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42. Good Job News For Vets  
(NAVY TIMES 06 AUG 12) ... Editorial 

Government officials have wrung their hands for years 
over how best to help separating troops find post-service jobs. 

But amid all the well-meaning initiatives that have 
cropped up, possibly the most important is emerging only 
now: giving departing service members immediate credit for 
the skills they learned in uniform. 

The military offers some of the finest training available. 
Yet in technical fields and jobs that require professional 
certification and licensing — electricians, welders, mechanics, 
engineers, health care and more — military training isn’t 
enough to land equivalent civilian jobs. 

Instead, troops are forced to go back to school to earn 
credentials so they can go back to work doing what they did 
for Uncle Sam. 

At last, that’s starting to change. A law signed July 23 by 
President Obama gives all feder-al agencies six months to 

draft rules to treat military training as sufficient to qualify 
troops for federal occupational licenses or certification. 

Meanwhile, another program is starting up to provide 
civilian licenses and certificates to troops as soon as they 
finish associated military training. 

This initially applies to welding, mechanical, engineering 
and manufacturing skills and could expand. 

These efforts may require changes on both sides of the 
fence. The military may have to broaden some of its training 
to cover the full range of what the civilian world requires; 
civilian credentialing agencies may have to adjust some of 
their requirements to recognize what the military teaches. 

But it’s difficult to imagine a faster, more promising way 
for troops to jump-start civilian careers. Everyone stands to 
win — the military, service members and civilian employers. 
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43. New Law Grants Skills Credit For Military Training 
(NAVY TIMES 06 AUG 12) ... Rick Maze  

Federal agencies must now treat military training as 
sufficient to qualify troops for federal licenses or certification 
under a law enacted July 23. 

The Veteran Skills to Jobs Act, approved by Congress and 
signed by President Obama, gives federal agencies until Jan. 
19 to draft regulations on exactly how they will credit military 
training for federally issued licenses, ranging from aircraft 
mechanics to radio operators. Most occupational licenses are 
issued by states, but the federal government provides licenses 
in aerospace, communications and maritime sectors, according 
to a report on the bill by the House Veterans’ Affairs 
Committee. 

“Aviation and maritime skills acquired through military 
training, for example, are readily translatable to many jobs for 
which employers may require or prefer holders of a federally 
issued license,” the report says. 

The law was the brainchild of Rep. Jeff Denham, R-
Calif., an Air Force veteran. 

“Despite being trained to maintain some of the most 
complex aircraft in the world, when I left the military I was 
told I needed to go to school for three years … to perform that 
same job in the private sector,” Denham said. “It is 
unacceptable that the federal government has still not 
reformed its licensing process, especially at a time when so 

many veterans are out of work.” The aircraft mechanic 
certification sought by Denham is among those that should be 
covered by the new law. But while aviation mechanic work is 
a prime example of a skill that can translate to a civilian job, 
the Labor Department cautions that this is not a hot field, 
projecting slower-than-average growth of just 9,100 aviation 
mechanic jobs over the next decade. Meanwhile, a separate 
program is underway to provide civilian licenses and 
certificates to troops while they are still in uniform, as they 
complete military training. That program initially applies to 
welding, mechanical, engineering and manufacturing skills. 

The services are working with industry and professional 
groups to revise training, if necessary, so graduates of some 
courses will automatically receive civilian credentials or be 
prepared to take any required tests. 

Obama said Denham’s initiative could give a big boost to 
separating troops seeking jobs. 

“If you are a young man in charge of a platoon or millions 
of dollars of equipment and are taking responsibility, or you’re 
a medic out in the field who is saving lives every single day, 
when you come home, you need to be credentialed and 
certified quickly so you can get on the job,” Obama said. 

“People should understand how skilled you are. There 
shouldn’t be bureaucrats or runarounds.” 
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44. Jobs After The Navy Starting Now: Personalized Support For Your Post-Service Life 
(NAVY TIMES 06 AUG 12) ... Rick Maze  
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The 22-year-old Transition Assistance Program is getting 
a total makeover, aiming to make the classes and workshops 
more helpful for troops leaving the military and entering a 
struggling civilian economy. 

The new program, unveiled by President Obama after 
heavy prodding from Congress and veterans groups, 
recognizes that troops don’t all have the same needs. 

“We are moving away from the old ‘one-size fits all’ 
TAP,” said a senior White House official in a background 
briefing. “It is going to be a little more personalized, more 
individualized.” Troops will choose one of three specialized 
tracks: one for those planning to attend college, another for 
aspiring business owners and a third for those who want to use 
their military training and skills to get a job right away, 
officials said. 

The revamp will ditch instruction on using newspaper job 
ads and how to prepare a paper résumé in favor of more up-
to-date tips on searching for jobs online, filling out electronic 
résumés and networking on social media to find work. 

The revamped core curriculum also includes a financial 
planning seminar and a lengthy discussion about translating 
military-learned skills, training and experience into language 
civilians can understand. 

The old program’s infamous 187-slide PowerPoint 
presentation — often described by troops as a great cure for 
insomnia — will be scrapped in favor of a 49-slide version 
accompanied by two videos. Participants also will get a 270-
page take-home guide to read and refer to later. 

The new program will last longer — five to seven days, 
beginning with individual counseling to help define a service 
member’s post-service goals and map out a transition process. 

At the end, another counseling session will be aimed at 
verifying that participants are on the right path and, when 
appropriate, put them in contact with people outside the 
military who can help with the next steps — the Small 
Business Administration, for example, for those thinking 
about starting their own business, or the Veterans Affairs 
Department for those seeking to go to school on the GI Bill.  

Reverse boot camp  
The new program will be called Transition GPS, for 

goals, planning and success, and should be in place across the 
Defense Depart-ment by the end of 2013. 

By the end of August, seven installations will test pilot 
versions of Transition GPS, involving about 1,000 
participants. 

Obama announced the overhaul July 23 in a speech to the 
Veterans of Foreign Wars convention in Reno, Nev. 

Calling the new program “a kind of reverse boot camp” 
— a phrase coined by Rep. Bob Filner, D-Calif., when he was 
the chairman of the House Veterans’ Affairs Committee — 
Obama promised the new Transition GPS will better prepare 
troops for post-military life. 

“Starting this year, they’ll get more personalized 
assistance as they plan their careers,” Obama said. “We’ll 
provide the training they need to find that job, or pursue that 
education, or start that business. And just as they’ve 
maintained their military readiness, we’ll have new standards 
of career readiness.” The White House expects the new 
program to be far more popular with troops, with about 
140,000 additional retiring or separating service members 
taking part — about twice the current number. 

But for that to happen, commanders must be willing to 
give people time away from normal duties. Since Transition 
GPS will be longer, that may prove harder than planners 
anticipate.  

‘I do not have my hopes up’  
Ted Daywalt, president and chief executive officer of 

VetJobs.com, one of the largest online veteran job boards, said 
he is glad to hear TAP is being overhauled. 

“I am totally in favor of having TAP revised,” Daywalt 
said. “The quality of classes varies from base to base, but even 
the best have antiquated courses.” That said, however, “I do 
not have my hopes up” that the revamped program can help 
troops better translate their military skills into civilian terms, 
he said. 

“It hasn’t worked yet, and I don’t see anything here that is 
going to change that,” he said. 

The one thing that would really make a difference is the 
economy, Daywalt said. “I don’t go along with the view [that] 
we are recovering. I don’t see it.” The unemployment rate for 
veterans who have left the military since 2001 tends to 
fluctuate from month to month, but the rate for June, 9.5 
percent, was down from 13.3 percent a year earlier.  

Vets groups give input  
Many of the TAP changes were prompted by specific 

complaints from veterans groups and other experts about the 
old training. 

Iraq and Afghanistan Veterans of America advocated for 
training for aspiring small-business owners in June before a 
Senate committee. 

IAVA legislative associate Ramsey Sulayman, an Iraq 
vet, said leveraging government offsets for small veteran-
owned businesses requires understanding complex rules. 

“IAVA believes that the logical place to begin helping 
veterans break into federal contracting is through the 
Transition Assistance Program,” he said. “It is a convenient 
touch point that will allow for the dissemination of 
information on federal contracting processes and 
opportunities, as well as the most basic level of information 
and training, to the widest possible audience,” Sulayman said. 

Similarly, at a September summit on veterans 
employment hosted by Rep. Jeff Miller, R-Fla., the House 
Veterans’ Affairs Committee chairman, Jolene Jeffries of the 
Direct Employers Association wondered why the military was 
teaching troops to write old-fash-ioned paper résumés when 
large corporations today rely on online application forms and 
use software to screen applications. 

A redesigned TAP should familiarize troops with online 
application and teach them how to include keywords, she said. 

Better counseling for people who plan to attend college or 
vocational school was another issue raised last year, by 
Michael Dakduk, executive director of Student Vet-erans of 
America. He also suggested that education counseling is 
needed much earlier than in the last six months of a member’s 
military service. 

“The college application process must begin at least six 
months before discharge, with the service member preparing 
for and taking the SATs or other required exams,” Dakduk 
said in testimony before the House Veterans’ Affairs 
Committee in June 2011. “It is essential that TAP offer some 
kind of tangible education component that allows service 
members to take the time to prepare for these exams if they 
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need, as well as hav-ing the resources to teach them on base.” 
Ryan Gallucci of Veterans of Foreign Wars described the old 
TAP as “tired,” and said it was sometimes hard for people to 
stay awake as briefings droned on with information many 
troops don’t realize is important until they leave the military. 

Being able to take home the new 270-page guidebook 
could help them discover what they missed once they realize 
they need more information, he said. 
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45. PTSD App Lets Patients, Doctors Track Progress  
(NAVY TIMES 06 AUG 12) ... Patricia Kime  

A new Defense Department app could improve treatment 
for patients with post-traumatic stress disorder. 

The Prolonged Exposure Coach app, or PE Coach, is 
already available online but will be officially released July 31 
by the National Center for Telehealth and Technology and was 
developed by the Defense and Veterans Affairs departments. 

The app helps psychologists track the progress of patients 
undergoing prolonged exposure therapy while also helping 
patients keep track of assignments, appointments and 
homework. 

The free app should help improve treatment because 
prolonged exposure relies heavily on patient participation 
outside a therapist’s office, said app co-developer Greg Reger, 
a psychologist at Joint Base Lewis-McChord, Wash. 

“The relationship between homework adherence and 
treatment outcome is well-established,” Reger said. “But until 
now, inevitably when I ask patients for their homework, they 
don’t have it. But who can blame them? I hand them two CDs 
to listen to, four sheets of loose-leaf [notebook paper]. It’s 
hard to keep track of.” Prolonged exposure is a type of 
cognitive behavioral therapy in which patients confront their 
trauma with a professional and engage in activities to 
overcome their fear and anxiety. 

Until now, patients and therapists using PE needed to 
maintain weekly paper diaries and charts, and deal with audio 

recordings of sessions. With PE Coach on their iPad, iPhone 
or Android phone, patients can carry their session recordings, 
tap their anxiety levels into an electronic chart, log home-work 
and complete assignments. 

The National Center for Telehealth and Technology, 
known as T2, held a soft launch of PE Coach this summer 
with military psychologists and social workers, and was 
scheduled to formally introduce it on iTunes and Google Play 
on July 31. It is already available to the public in both 
locations, although it is meant to be used as a therapy tool for 
eight to 12 PE sessions. 

Former Army Staff Sgt. Brian Sullivan, who lives in 
Hampton, Va., stumbled on a beta version of PE Coach online 
and contacted his VA Medical Center to test it. Now on his 
third session with a therapist, he enjoys the app’s utility. 

“It might not work for everybody, but don’t be afraid to 
try it,” Sullivan said. “You’ll know in the first few sessions 
whether PE is going to work, and whether the app is working 
for you.” PE Coach has been two years in the making. 
Developers are now traveling to military installations to 
introduce it to practitioners. 

“When I brief it to them, their eyes light up,” Reger said. 
“Nothing is a cure-all, but for many, this treatment has been 
extremely effective.” 

Return to Index 
 

46. Lessons For A Long Cruise  
We asked the experts: Amphib crews share 5 tips to help you survive extended deployments 
(NAVY TIMES 06 AUG 12) ... Sam Fellman  

NORFOLK, Va. — It’s no secret that, with the fleet 
flexing to respond to crises around the world, deployments are 
getting longer and, in some cases, more frequent. 

Recent examples abound. After five months at home, the 
John C. Stennis Carrier Strike Group is deploying again in late 
August, officials said, on what’s expected to be an eight-
month cruise. Chief of Naval Operations Adm. Jon Greenert 
said it’s likely the five strike group deployments in fiscal 2013 
will stretch well past six months apiece — to an average of 
almost 8 ½ months . 

With longer deployments a reality, Navy Times sought 
survival advice from the fleet’s reigning experts: the sailors 
who returned this year from the longest cruise in decades. The 
Bataan Amphibious Ready Group — made up of the 
amphibious assault ship Bataan, amphibious transport dock 
Mesa Verde, dock landing ship Whidbey Island and the 22nd 
Marine Expeditionary Unit — left the East Coast in March 
2011 and didn’t return until February 2012. All told, a 322-
day cruise. 

Nineteen Bataan and Mesa Verde sailors, from junior 
enlisted to commanding officers, shared their secrets. These 

ranged from how to best spend your downtime to easing the 
transition back home. 

Here are five of their best:  
1. Play dodgeball  
A ways into the cruise, some sailors saw shipmates’ 

energy flagging, especially on long days. They came up with 
an antidote: a recreational sports league with weekly 
basketball and volleyball matches. They held a relay race on 
the flight deck and, at one point, even organized a Damage 
Control Olympics, a course that tests your ability to patch 
leaks. 

But the hands-down crew favorite? Dodgeball. 
“The event became so big,” said Ensign Greg Brown, 

who organized the intramural games. “It became a social event 
for the ship.” The ship and embarked Marines fielded 
approximately 20 teams, which had between eight to 10 
people apiece. That meant on the weekly game night, there 
were nearly two hundred participants in the hangar bay, not to 
mention all the onlookers. 

“When one team was on, the other 19 teams were there, 
rooting them on,” Brown said. 
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The weekly dodgeball games were initially set for a nine-
week competition, but when organizers saw how popular they 
became, they were extended through the deploy-ment. Crew 
members formed their own squads and competed for what 
Brown called “big-money prizes” for the top three teams. 

“It turned out to be a good event and before you know it, 
you look up, we’re sailing home,” Brown said. 

In other ways to stay active, Bataan held a 5K run and had 
a “cruise-to-lose” weight-loss club that led to a collective 
shedding of 921 pounds. Mesa Verde had a running club that 
logged miles on treadmills and ellipticals and hosted Saturday 
night “Dance Dance Revolution” video game competitions on 
the mess decks.  

2. Don’t get complacent  
Your greatest risk on deployment — especially one that 

stretches beyond what the crew expects or is used to — comes 
from succumbing to the sense that dangerous things aren’t.  

The key to combating complacency as a cruise stretches 
on is asking yourself before each hazardous event, “What’s 
different this time?” said Capt. Erik Ross, CO of Bataan. 
“We’ve done this 39 times. This is time No. 40. Do we have 
different watchstanders? Do we have different 
environmentals?” Ross studied the crew’s most common 
mishaps, typically mundane things like falling down ladders or 
bumping into knee-knockers. Each week, during a 30-minute 
videotaped session, a chief reminded the crew about these 
hazards and others to avoid. 

That chief dressed as “Complacency Cow” and 
occasionally had skits to make the les-son more fun for 
viewers. 

“I think we pay more attention and have heightened 
awareness when we’re doing more dangerous things and when 
we’re in the middle of an operation,” Ross said. “But when 
you do things so often that they become routine, that’s where 
the danger of complacency is the greatest.”  

During a 10½-month deployment, there are more 
opportunities for complacency to set in. The Bataan’s 
workload, for example, included recovering hovercraft 123 
times, running 10 Close-In Weapon System gun shoots, and 
conducting 39 underway replenishments and 18,404 flight 
deck evolutions, according to figures compiled by the ship.  

3. Bring extra underwear  
Chief Ship’s Serviceman (SW/AW) James Slaughter has 

a number of hard-won tips from his 17 deployments. (You 
read that right, 17, which includes individual aug-mentations, 
as well as cruises with the eight ships to which he’s been 
assigned during his career.) At the top of his list: “Bring two 
of everything.” This is especially true on a longer deployment, 
when necessities such as underwear and uniforms are more 
prone to wearing out under heavy use. 

Slaughter, true to his roots as an SH, is conscious of 
what’s tough to order on deployment. Boots, for one. 
Slaughter said on one cruise, there was some leaking in his 
berthing and his sole pair of boats got soaked, even though he 
needed them for watch and work. 

“You just can’t go into the ship’s store and order boots,” 
Slaughter said. “So I’d bring two of everything that you know 
you can’t order readily.” Slaughter, who once worked in the 
laundry, advises sailors to bring many other items. He said he 
took on deployment six pairs of the Navy Working Uniform, 

10 pairs of coveralls and stacks of socks and underwear, which 
can get holes toward the end of an epic cruise. 

“Underwear — I have a locker full of them,” Slaughter 
said. “It’s stacked to the ceiling with just underwear, because 
you never know where you’re going to be.”  

4. Don’t argue over email  
Deployment isn’t just tough on a sailor. For a spouse, 

everyday stressors such as raising kids and paying bills 
compound with worry that you’re safe. Both Bataan and Mesa 
Verde veterans said keeping your spouse updated is key to 
continuing a healthy relationship. This can be difficult to 
manage — especially on a long cruise, when the return date 
keeps getting pushed back. 

One of the worst things a deployed sailor can do is to start 
arguing with his spouse over email, said Damage Controlman 
1st Class (SW/AW) Teddy Yates, who’s been married to his 
wife, Crista, for five years. 

“If you argue over email, you could lose email [access] 
over that time period, and then it could be over a week before 
you’re able to talk to your spouse again,” Yates said. “Plus, 
every time you type something, it comes out differently than 
how you’re actually saying it. So anything you type in an 
email, you have to make sure you choose your words.” 
Keeping in touch with your family is one of the most 
important ways to survive a long deployment. It helps you 
reflect outside the lifelines and makes you an active presence 
in your family, who grow accustomed to your absence during 
an extended cruise. Sailors said this is easier courtesy of 
cutting-edge social media, like the video-calling service 
Skype. 

Everyone knows about Facebook, but make sure you 
utilize its messaging capabilities to keep close ties with your 
spouse, who can set up an account to receive Facebook 
messages via smartphone. Aviation Boatswain’s Mate 
(Handling) 1st Class (SW) Jason Hamilton said he used it 
every day to stay in touch with his wife, Jamie. 

“If I didn’t talk to my wife daily, something was 
missing,” said Hamilton, a Mesa Verde sailor who has been 
married five years. “It wasn’t always a quick write back-and-
forth, but she always got a chance to at least message me back. 
... I could say ‘Hey,’ and she’d say ‘Hey back,’ and then, you 
know, ‘How’re the kids doing?’ All that kind of stuff. 

“Connectivity was always pretty good, and when it was 
down, she understood.” Whether you’re sending an email on 
wrapping up a phone call, it’s important to end it properly, 
said Chief Aviation Boatswain’s Mate (Handling) (AW/SW) 
Fred Baxter. 

“Always try to end your conversation on a happy note,” 
Baxter, who is the Air Department’s leading chief petty officer 
on Mesa Verde, tells his sailors. “No matter how you start the 
conversation or get into the conversation, always end it on a 
happy note, because that’s going to leave a lasting impression. 
That’s what they’re going to take away.”  

5. Listen to your family  
For those with a spouse or kids, the most important thing 

you can do when you get home is listen, many sailors advised. 
It’s important to remember that their lives have gone on 
without you and they’ve adjusted to doing things differently. 
Spouses need to tell you about how they’ve coped. Kids need 
to tell you what they’ve been up to. 
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Chief Electronics Technician (SW/AW) Mark Thompson 
has a wife and three teenage kids. On this extra-long cruise, he 
missed almost the entire school year and every one of his kids’ 
birthdays. 

The children changed considerably. Thompson returned 
to find his oldest son, Kevin, 2 inches taller than him. And 
each one wanted to immediately download everything that had 
happened to them in the 10½ months he was gone. 

“I just start by listening,” said Thompson, who’s been 
married for 18 years and deployed seven times. “Just be at 
home and be there to listen, and try not to just assume the role 
of disciplinarian right as soon as you walk in the door. … If 

you listen, they know you care.” With little kids, it’s also 
important to give it time. After Mesa Verde returned, Senior 
Chief Ship’s Serviceman (SW) Jackie Jones gave her 3-year-
old son, Kayden, time to adjust to her presence again, saying 
at the beginning that she had acted “like a visitor in a house.” 
Gradually, she began to take him to pre-school and helped him 
practice his writing. 

“He still called me Mom and everything,” Jones said. 
“But it took a couple of weeks for our relationship to become 
what it was before I left.” 
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47. Sea Duty Overhaul  
The plan: New manning rules could net you a bigger bonus — or force you off shore 
(NAVY TIMES 06 AUG 12) ... Mark D. Faram  

With about 10,000 unfilled billets at sea, Navy officials 
have launched their largest push in decades to reduce the 
shortfall of sea-duty sailors. 

These new rules, some perma-nent and others temporary, 
were officially announced to the fleet with the July 26 release 
of four separate fleetwide messages, each outlining different 
parts of the Navy’s master plan to send better-manned ships 
on deployment. 

The Voluntary Sea Duty Program, which seeks enlisted 
candidates willing to stay at sea or terminate shore duty early, 
is extended for another year. That program has already filled a 
couple hundred billets that, since its January rollout, have 
helped the cause. But officials admit it hasn’t been enough. 

Now the Navy is putting more money in the mix, with 
some vol-unteers banking tens of thousands of dollars. 

New sea duty policies include:  
 Offering bonus pay, ranging from $500 to $1,000 per 

month, to more skills than ever before. 
 The opportunity for volunteers to pick their home 

port.  
 High-year tenure waivers to take sea orders.  
If the voluntary measures fail to entice enough sailors, 

they’ll pluck some involuntarily from shore duty. But it’s only 
as a last resort, and those sailors will still be com-pensated to 
the tune of $1,450 per month. Some of these sailors also could 
earn high-year tenure waivers, enabling them to stay in past 
the prescribed limits of years-in-rank. 

“These are all aggressive mea-sures we’re taking to fill 
our manning gaps at sea,” said Vice Adm. Scott Van Buskirk, 
the chief of naval personnel. 

Keeping the fleet properly manned has long been a 
challenge for Navy leadership, officials say. Over the years, 
reasons for under-manning changed from simply not having 
enough bodies in the days of sail to not having the right mix of 
specialized skill in the fleet today. 

In recent years, the Navy’s experiment with optimal 
manning — cutting crew sizes to the bone and expecting 
technology to make up the difference — took too many sailors 
from the fleet before the impact of those cuts were really 
known. Now the service is playing catch-up, amid what Van 
Buskirk described as “perennial retention challenges” in 
nearly a third of enlisted ratings. 

The critical billets cover many communities and include 
ratings that range from aviation electronics technician and 

engineman to hospitalman and culinary specialist. To fill these 
gaps, the Navy is looking for E-5s and above, ideally heading 
into at least their second sea tour. 

Buskirk said the Navy has relied too much on cross-
decking, or moving a sailor from one com-mand to another, 
and diverts, in which a sailor’s orders to one com-mand are 
changed to another — both short-term swaps lasting six 
months or less. The new plan involves voluntary extensions 
and involuntary measures that will last two years or more. 

“Getting our E-5s and above with critical skills back to 
sea is key to properly manning our ships, mitigating short-
notice manning actions … and ultimately ensuring fleet and 
operational readiness,” Van Buskirk said. 

Cross-decking and diverts should be used “carefully and 
not as a matter of routine business,” said Master Chief Petty 
Officer of the Navy (SS/SW) Rick West. “The bottom line is 
that predictability is the primary tool we have in detailing to 
ensure our ships go to sea with the right people — that comes 
from planning our moves ahead of time so we’re not 
scrambling at the last second to get qualified sailors.” In the 
surface Navy alone, according to statistics provided by Naval 
Surface Forces, only four of 66 surface ships deployed fully 
manned in 2011. To make sure those deploying ships had 
critical skills on board, 429 people were added via short-term 
manning moves such as cross-decking. 

As of Jan. 31, only 22 of 164 sur-face ships were manned 
at or above their manning allowance. The percentage of 
surface ships with the right mix of ratings and Navy enlisted 
classifications — specialized skills within a rating — was 66 
percent. 

After the first quarter in fiscal 2012, 73 short-term actions 
were made. More recent figures were not available as of press 
time.  

Volunteers not enough  
Officials announced in January that, under the Voluntary 

Sea Duty Program, they were willing to bend their usually 
strict re-enlistment rules for sailors E-5 and above if they 
agreed to extend sea tours or end shore duty early. They 
started extending enlist-ments by up to two years without 
making sailors go through the Perform to Serve re-enlistment 
approval process, a system that has issued thousands of sailors 
pink slips in recent years. 

The program also allows for flexibility in orders, letting 
sailors choose to stay at their current command or relocate to 
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another fleet concentration area. That same geographic 
flexibility was extended to those coming off shore. 

But as of July 3, just 526 sailors had applied for the 
program, and of those, only 245 were approved. Among 
approved sailors, 92 had opted to stay at sea while 153 had 
agreed to terminate shore duty. Disapprovals, officials said, 
were mostly because sailors didn’t meet the program’s basic 
requirements. 

Those numbers, Van Buskirk said, were a good start, but 
have not been enough to put a dent in the current manning 
crisis, mak-ing additional measures necessary.  

These measures come on the heels of the announcement 
that carrier deployments were getting longer in fiscal 2013, 
averaging more than eight months, and the orders for the 
aircraft carrier John C. Stennis to head out on another 
deployment this summer after spending only six months at 
home.  

“We know it’s a lot for the fleet to digest at one time,” 
Van Buskirk said, “But we didn’t want to piece-meal this and 
make sailors won-der what was coming next.”  

As of July 23, there were roughly 264,000 enlisted sailors 
on active duty. Of those, according to the chief of personnel’s 
office, 141,000 are on sea duty and another 89,000 are serving 
in shore billets. The remaining 34,000 or so are mostly sailors 
in a training, transit or lim-ited-duty status. 

Of those on shore duty, officials say there are roughly 
25,000 at any given time who could be in a position to receive 
involuntary orders. Though there’s technically no limit on 
when sailors can termi-nate shore duty, usually officials prefer 
them to have spent at least a year at their command. 

Officials said 19,443 sailors will complete their 
prescribed sea tours within the next six months. Another 
19,600 will hit their projected rotation date between February 
and August 2013. 

Sailors who qualify for career extensions and extra bucks 
will require planning and quick action to volunteer, West said. 

Failure to act could lead to involuntary orders. 
“Sailors will need to be engaged early,” West said. He 

recommends sailors reach out to their commands — and even 
their detailers in Millington — to assess their sit-uation and 
what’s available to them. Even those who find them-selves in 
a danger window for involuntary orders can still cash in — if 
they are proactive. 

“They will still have choices, as long as they prepare in 
advance, communicate their desires, demon-strate some 
flexibility and stay realistic,” West said. “Those who wait until 
the last minute or remain too rigid in their expectations have 
the biggest chance of ending up with orders that don’t align 
with their personal or professional desires.” 
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48. The Perks: How Sailors Can Cash In, Extend Careers 
(NAVY TIMES 06 AUG 12) ... Mark D. Faram  

The Navy’s manning shortfalls could be just what many 
sailors need to net extra cash or jump-start a stalled career, 
said Master Chief Petty Offi-cer of the Navy (SS/SW) Rick 
West. “This is a proactive program by the Navy, but to take 
full advantage of it, sailors need to be proactive,” he said. 

Regardless of paygrade, it all starts with a career 
development board, West said. This could be formal, or as 
informal as sitting down with your supervisor or chief. 

That board, he said, can be a reality check for eligible 
sailors, to determine whether they should volunteer. 

For some, the advantage could be huge. For example, an 
E-5 with critical skills who is approaching his high-year tenure 
service limit could defer competing in Perform to Serve for 
two years. Being allowed to stay an extra two years means 
four more shots at advancing. 

For an E-6 hoping to make chief, back-to-back sea duty 
could separate him from the crowd. 

For those already in khaki and eligible to retire, but who 
want to stay longer, nearly 2,000 of the 10,000 unfilled sea-
duty billets are set aside for senior sailors. You could earn a 
HYT waiver and pos-sibly take your career to the next level.  

More bonuses  
On July 2, officials approved the largest-ever expansion 

of the Sea Duty Incentive Pay program. 
The program started as a pilot for just a few ratings in 

2007. After the July 2 changes, it includes 31 ratings and 
special skills, and the max payout has increased to $1,000 per 
month (see chart, right). 

There are two versions of the pay, both of which are paid 
in a lump sum. Those extending at sea will receive the 
monthly amount designated for their rating, multiplied by the 
number of months they extend for. 

Those leaving shore duty multiply by the number of 
months left on their shore duty when they transfer. 

For sailors on sea duty who obligate while on deployment 
in a combat exclusion zone, the entire amount is tax-free. 

Rear Adm. Tony Kurta, who heads manpower plans on 
the chief of naval personnel’s staff, said sailors whose ratings 
are on this list should strike while the iron is hot. 

“Like we currently do with selective re-enlistment 
bonuses, this program is dynamic,” Kurta said. “Individual 
skills and pay levels will constantly be re-evaluated — at least 
once a quarter .”  

Volunteers needed  
The Voluntary Sea Duty Program, initially set to expire at 

the end of fiscal 2012, has been extended through fiscal 2013. 
It allows two-year extensions without Big Navy approval. 

Shore-duty sailors can go back to sea and sea-duty sailors can 
take back-to-back sea tours. 

You can relocate to other areas, provided critical-fill 
billets are available there. 

The program doesn’t include extra money, but qualifying 
sailors still can cash in under SDIP. 

Eligible sailors can’t have any individual evaluation trait 
marks lower than 3.0 over the last three years or nonjudicial 
punishment in the past two years. 

You can’t have failed a physical fitness assessment in the 
last two years or have three fitness failures in past four years. 
Also ineligible are any sailors selected for discharge by last 
year’s enlisted retention boards. Sailors in the nuclear power 
community are ineligible. 

Those who get initial approval for the program will work 
with their detailer to pick orders from the available critical 
billets over two monthly requisition cycles. They also can pick 
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a preferred home port, provided they agree to a critical billet 
there. 

Sailors should begin the process before they enter their 
detailing window. 

If a sailor isn’t happy with the offerings, he can opt out. 
But once he agrees to a set of orders, he’s stuck. 

Officials now say they’ll consider high-year tenure 
waivers for those who apply.  

The last resort  
At risk for involuntary orders are the 25,000 sailors from 

all ratings who have at least 24 months on shore duty. Chiefs 
could get pulled even earlier. 

Between 200 and 400 sailors are expected to be 
involuntarily tapped under this new “Limited Direct 
Detailing” program, offi-cials say. 

For those who do get pulled, the Navy will try and lessen 
the blow with cash. For each month of shore duty a sailor 
originally agreed to, he’ll get $1,450, up to a maximum payout 
of $22,500. Like the voluntary incentive, it will be paid in a 
lump sum. 

Right now all detailers are preparing lists of their sailors 
on shore duty and what critical skills they hold — just in case.  

Focused detailing  
Starting in August, a single set of billets will be 

advertised and filled by detailers. Those billets will be 
prioritized by Fleet Forces Command to reflect only the 
highest-priority billets. This change affects all sailors looking 
for orders, not just those volunteering for more sea duty. 

Until now, sailors would also see nonprioritized billets 
and could apply for those, too. Those won’t be advertised until 
the fleet says they’re a priority. 

Detailers will aggressively fill all priority billets, first 
with those in the normal three-month negotiating window. 

Next, they’ll take volunteers. If that fails, they’ll tap 
someone on the shoulder. 

Sailors negotiating orders are encouraged to select the 
maxi-mum of five jobs on each monthly requisition cycle to 
ensure they get something they want, Kurta said. 
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49. Report Outlines CO’s Unwelcome Advances  
Female sailors accuse skipper of making sexist remarks, lurid stares 
(NAVY TIMES 06 AUG 12) ... Joshua Stewart  

On a warship, you should always keep your head on a 
swivel to ensure you and your shipmates are safe. But one 
destroyer skipper allegedly kept turning his head for another 
reason — to check out the women onboard. 

Cmdr. Derick Armstrong, according to one female sailor 
who spoke with investigators, looked at her as if she was 
“something to eat.” Another woman aboard the destroyer The 
Sullivans accused Armstrong of directing his eyes “straight to 
my behind.” These lascivious looks, as well as other command 
failures, would lead to the downfall of the skipper, according 
to documents obtained by Navy Times through a Free-dom of 
Information Act request. 

Vice Adm. Frank Pandolfe, head of 6th Fleet, relieved 
Armstrong on May 8 from command of the Mayport, Fla.-
based destroyer. Pandolfe cited an “unprofessional command 
climate that was contrary to good order and discipline.” It 
made Armstrong the third CO of The Sullivans fired in two 
years.  

Armstrong was reassigned to the staff of Destroyer 
Squadron 14. Capt. John Esposito, deputy commander of 
Destroyer Squadron 60 and former commander of the 
destroyer Donald Cook, is the ship’s temporary CO. 

Seven female officers told an investigator Armstrong 
created a hostile work environment or had sexually harassed 
them; two women on the ship said the skipper behaved 
inappropriately. In one instance, women onboard requested the 
CO’s office doors be kept closed to block his view of women 
walk-ing to and from the head in their bathrobes.  

‘I have to corrupt one of you’  
The claims against Armstrong surfaced in an investigation 

following an April 9 complaint to the Naval Surface Force 
Atlantic inspector general’s hotline, but issues began when he 
was still the ship’s executive officer, the documents show. 

Armstrong could not be reached for comment. In an 
interview with an investigator, he denied nearly every aspect 
of every allegation made against him. However, the final 

report says Armstrong’s oral statements to investigators 
differed from the written account he provided. The written 
account was not provided to Navy Times.  

The most common complaint against the skipper was that 
Armstrong would objectify women on The Sullivans and 
make sexual advances. 

The investigation cited numerous incidents involving 
female sailors. A few examples:  

 As the XO and then CO, Armstrong was accused of 
asking what his “chances” were with a female sailor 
on multiple occasions.  

 During a liberty visit, Armstrong said, “One of you 
ladies has to come out with me tonight; I have to 
corrupt one of you,” according to the report.  

 While on the ship’s bridge, a sailor was leaning over 
to check a refueling probe and Armstrong 
commented that he liked when she bent over like 
that. He denied saying this, according to the report. 

Meanwhile, some sailors criticized Armstrong for treating 
women better than men, according to the report, because he 
invited women to private conversations about family life and 
the ship’s policies in his stateroom. 

Others said he was a “bully.” One sailor told investigators 
Armstrong was very good at redirecting criticisms and unclear 
when issuing orders, and that he would berate officers in front 
of junior enlisted and chastise department heads. One 
complained about a “culture of fear” on the boat. 

“When the officers are on watch, they are hesitant to call 
the captain and report things because it is believed you cannot 
bring bad news to CDR Armstrong,” the report says. 

These incidents were not the first time that Armstrong, 
who received command through the fleet-up track, got into 
trouble on The Sullivans. During a gunnery exercise in 
September off the North Carolina coast, the ship mistook a 35-
foot-long boat for a target and fired 14 inert 5-inch rounds, all 
of which missed the vessel. Cmdr. Mark Olson, then the CO, 
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coordinated all four Navy ships involved in the exercise while 
Armstrong, then the XO, handled his ship’s operations. 

A report into that incident cited 10 mistakes that 
Armstrong made. 

Olson was relieved of command and Armstrong received 
a letter of instruction. 

That incident came after the destroyer’s previous CO, 
Cmdr. Neil Funtanilla, was relieved in May 2010 after the ship 
hit a channel buoy in the Persian Gulf. 

The investigation into Armstrong determined that even 
through these tough transitions, the crew was still strong. 

“It became apparent during the investigation that the crew 
is well led and was shielded from the turmoil associated with 
multiple commanding officers being relieved,” the investigator 
stated. “The stability of the crew during these two periods, I 
attribute to the strength, professionalism and character of the 
Chief Petty Officer’s Mess.” 
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50. Ship Being Built At Avondale Will Carry Loved Ones' Memories Of 9/11 Victims 
(NEW ORLEANS TIMES-PICAYUNE 28 JUL 12) ... Paul Purpura 

David Beamer sees the Somerset, the Navy warship being 
built at the Avondale shipyard, as "a great reminder" of the 
heroism displayed on Sept. 11, 2001, when passengers 
attacked the terrorists who hijacked United Airlines Flight 93, 
sparing the nation an attack on Washington, D.C. His son, 
Todd Beamer, was one of the 40 passengers and crew to die 
that morning, when the airliner crashed in a field in Somerset 
County, Penn. Todd Beamer's final known words, "Okay, let's 
roll," as the attack to retake the plane began, became a rallying 
cry for U.S. troops sent to Afghanistan in search of 9/11 
mastermind Osama bin Laden. 

"The passengers and crew of Flight 93 became the first to 
engage a counterattack on that day," Beamer said. "And the 
counterattack was a victory." 

Beamer, of Los Gatos, Calif., is one of the Flight 93 
victims' relatives in town this weekend to attend Saturday's 
christening of the Somerset, one of three landing dock 
transport ships named in honor of the 3,000 victims of the 
Sept. 11, 2001, attacks. The USS New York, also built at 
Avondale, and the Arlington, under construction in 
Pascagoula, Miss., are the others. 

On Friday, families and the Somerset's crew gathered at 
the Huntington Ingalls Industries shipyard to exchange gifts 
and to attend a "stepping the mast" ceremony, based on an 
ancient custom in which shipbuilders placed coins below the 
mast to pay for the crews' return home. 

The Somerset's crew provided 38 U.S. quarters and two 
foreign coins, representing the 40 victims' home states and 
countries. Also to be enclosed in the Somerset are 15 pennies 
and two nickels, with each coin's date having significance 
related to the ship, such as 2001 for the year of the attacks and 
2009, when the ship's keel was laid. 

One of the nickels was minted in 1942, the birth year of 
ship sponsor Mary Jo Myers, whose husband is retired Air 
Force Gen. Richard Myers, former joint chiefs chairman. She 
will break a champagne bottle across the Somerset's bow 
today. Among her gifts to the ship is a heart-shaped note 
written by a child thanking troops for their service. "It's so 
sweet," she said. 

Patrick White, president of the Families of Flight 93 
nonprofit, whose cousin Louis Nacke II was aboard the 

airplane, presented a "Hearts of Steel" bracelet, the type the 
victims' families wear. He displayed his, saying it helps put his 
life's challenges in perspective as being "less than what they 
had to do" aboard Flight 93. 

While the Somerset has sentimental value to the 9/11 
families, it has similar value to the Huntington Ingalls 
Industries shipyard, which is expected to close in December 
2013. As it stands, the Somerset, scheduled to be delivered to 
the Navy next spring, will be the last ship built in Avondale 
unless the company can find a partner to continue operations 
there, Ingalls Shipbuilding president Irwin Edenzon said. 

Ryan Landry of Bridge City is among the 2,200 people 
still employed at the shipyard, which is about half of the 
number of workers less than two years ago. He proudly points 
to the louvers he installed to cover the exhaust and ventilation 
holes on the Somerset's exterior, about 160 in all. 

"We don't know what the future of Avondale is," said 
Landry, a sheetmetal worker who's been there since 2005. "I 
love my job." 

The Anchorage, another in the San Antonio class of 
amphibious assault ships, also is under construction at 
Avondale and is expected to be finished before the Somerset. 
Seven of the 11 ships in the class come from Avondale. Others 
include the USS New Orleans. They are designed to haul 
Marines, aircraft and gear to war or humanitarian missions. 
The 684-foot ships carry crews of about 360 sailors and 
Marines. 

Deborah Borza, whose daughter, Deora Bodley, 20, was 
the youngest passenger aboard Flight 93, prefers to look at the 
Somerset's humanitarian role: bringing "peace for the planet," 
she said. Bodley was returning home to the San Francisco area 
to begin her junior year of college, Borza said. Deora, she 
said, is Gallic for tears. 

In speeches about his son's heroics, Beamer said he often 
refers to "Let's roll." 

"It was a call to action to do the right thing," he said. 
Huntington Ingalls Industries will air the 10 a.m. 

christening live on its website, www.huntingtoningalls.com. 
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51. In Avondale, Navy Christens Last Of 3 Ships Honoring 9/11 Sites 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 29 JUL 12) ... Janet McConnaughey 
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The Somerset — the last of three Navy ships named for 
9/11 attack sites — was christened Saturday at the Avondale 
shipyard in honor of the passengers and crew of the plane that 
crashed short of terrorists' intended target after passengers 
stormed the cockpit. Instead of hitting a target in Washington 
on Sept. 11, 2001, United Airlines Flight 93 crashed in 
Somerset County, Pa., killing all 40 passengers and crew 
members. 

"The men and women of Flight 93 ... thought they were 
going to San Francisco to work, to play, to learn; to live their 
lives in peace while others guarded them," said Navy Rear 
Adm. David Lewis. "Instead they found themselves in a war, 
on the front lines, in the opening battle. It was a new kind of 
war, one with new rules, maybe no rules at all. They had no 
preparation, no training, no guidance. 

"And they performed superbly." 
Flight 93 was hijacked after taking off from New Jersey. 

It crashed after passengers and crew, some alerted by cell 
phone calls from loved ones about the other 9/11 attacks in 
New York, decided to fight the hijackers. Investigators later 
determined the hijackers intended to crash it into the White 
House or Capitol in Washington, D.C., where the House and 
Senate were in session that morning. 

About two dozen relatives of the passengers heard Lewis 
and other military and shipbuilding officials praise their slain 
family members at Saturday's christening at the Huntington 
Ingalls Industries shipyard in Avondale, a New Orleans 
suburb. 

A ribbon-encased bottle of sparkling wine was smashed 
against a sharp-edged breaker bar on the hull by Mary Jo 
Myers, wife of retired Air Force Gen. Richard B. Myers, the 
15th chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. 

The $1.2 billion Somerset is an amphibious transport 
dock ship, also called a landing platform/dock or LPD, 
designed to launch helicopters, tilt-rotor aircraft and assault 
watercraft to bring up to 800 troops to shore. 

The Somerset is the last Navy ship that will be built at 
Avondale, which is scheduled to close when the Somerset is 
delivered next year. Officials are trying to find a way to keep 
it open for civilian shipbuilding or other industrial work. 

"We encourage those who can keep the story of this 
shipyard alive to heroically give their all to achieving that 
goal," said Patrick White, president of the Families of Flight 
93. 
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52. Ingalls Awarded $1.5 Billion Contract For Construction Of 11th LPD 
(WKRG 27 JUL 12) 

PASCAGOULA, Mississippi -- The U.S. Navy today 
awarded Huntington Ingalls Industries (NYSE:HII) a $1.5 
billion fixed-price incentive contract for the detail design and 
construction of the amphibious transport dock LPD 27. The 
ship will be built at the company's Ingalls Shipbuilding 
division. 

Ingalls is building the entire San Antonio (LPD 17) class 
of ships, the newest addition to the Navy's 21st century 
amphibious assault force. LPDs are built to be survivable and 
flexible. The complex, survivable ships enable the services to 
carry out their missions without constraints or additional 
assets. 

The LPD 17-class ships are 684 feet long and 105 feet 
wide and displace approximately 25,000 tons. Their principal 
mission is to deploy the combat and support elements of 

Marine Expeditionary Units and Brigades. The ships can carry 
up to 800 troops and have the capability of transporting and 
debarking air cushion (LCAC) or conventional landing crafts, 
augmented by helicopters or vertical take-off and landing 
aircraft such as the MV-22. The ships will support amphibious 
assault, special operations or expeditionary warfare missions 
through the first half of the 21st century. 

The 11 ships of the LPD 17 class are a key element of the 
Navy's ability to project power ashore. Collectively, they 
functionally replace more than 41 ships (the LPD 4, LSD 36, 
LKA 113 and LST 1179 classes of amphibious ships), 
providing the Navy and Marine Corps with modern, sea-based 
platforms that are networked, survivable and built to operate 
with 21st century platforms, such as the MV-22 Osprey. 
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53. Former CNO Under Reagan Dies 
(NAVY TIMES 27 JUL 12) ... Jacqueline Klimas 

Adm. James Watkins, the Chief of Naval Operations 
during the Reagan administration, died July 26. 

The 22nd CNO served on both surface ships and 
submarines after graduating from the Naval Academy. During 
his 37 years in the Navy, he became an experienced submarine 
officer, according to his Naval History and Heritage 
Command biography. He served as commander of 6th Fleet 
and Pacific Fleet, chief of naval personnel and vice chief of 
naval operations. He took over as CNO in 1982. 

Watkins was awarded the Bronze Star with V, Legion of 
Merit with two gold award stars, and the Distinguished 
Service Medal from the Navy, Army and Air Force. 

After retiring, Watkins worked to protect the world’s 
oceans, serving on the board of trustees of the National 
Maritime Sanctuary Foundation and as chairman of the U.S. 
Commission on Ocean Policy. 
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54. Pentagon, Congress Must Break 'Logjam' Over Japan, Guam Bases: CSIS 
(AOL DEFENSE 27 JUL 12) ... Sydney J. Freedberg Jr. 

CAPITOL HILL--Senate Armed Services Committee 
leaders released a 100-plus-page report on the administration's 

Asia strategy today, including -- perhaps inadvertently -- four 
pages of comments from Defense Secretary Leon Panetta. 



 50

Congress commissioned the study from the Center for 
Strategic and International Studies in the authorization bill for 
fiscal year 2012. SASC chairman Sen. Carl Levin's office 
formally received the report on Tuesday, according to a stamp 
on the posted version of the document. While the Senators are 
still reviewing it, Levin, ranking member John McCain, and 
Virginia Democrat Jim Webb released a statement this 
morning praising CSIS's work, in particular its call for the 
administration to better articulate the strategic logic and 
practical logistics of the "rebalancing to Asia" -- the term that 
has replaced the catchier but controversial "pivot to Asia." 

The Senators' statement was silent on another part of the 
study, however: CSIS also challenges Capitol Hill and the 
administration to compromise on stalled plans to move 
Marines from Okinawa to Guam. 

"These plans are at the center of a logjam between DoD 
[the Department of Defense], which would like to implement 
them, and the Congress, which is reluctant to authorize 
funding absent better details about cost and long-term master 
plans." The report argues that decades-long commitments to 
Japan and Korea have resulted in a Pacific posture that puts 

too many forces in the north of the region and not enough in 
the south, where China has become increasingly aggressive 
towards its maritime neighbors in the South China Sea, 
especially the Philippines. Shifting forces from Okinawa to 
Guam would help correct that imbalance, and China, our 
allies, and neutral parties are all watching for signs of US 
clarity and resolve: "The current impasse between DoD and 
the Congress is not cost-free in terms of US strategic influence 
in the region," the report warns. 

As a way out of that impasse, CSIS would prioritize 
military construction to build up the bases on Guam and in the 
Mariana Islands, even at the price of moving fewer Marines 
off Okinawa. But Panetta took exception to that trade-off in 
his comments, saying that a force of less than 5,000 Marines 
on Guam would not be "operationally viable." 

Panetta's only other objection to the report was a quibble 
about Korea, dismissing the report's doubts that the South 
Korean military will be ready on time to take over from the 
US-led Combined Forces Command, which is slated to 
dissolve in 2015. 
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55. Admiral Led 1980s AIDS Commission 
James D. Watkins, 85 
(WASHINGTON POST 28 JUL 12) ... T. Rees Shapiro 

Retired Navy Adm. James D. Watkins, who displayed 
independence in politically charged waters as energy secretary 
under President George H.W. Bush and as chairman of an 
influential commission on the AIDS epidemic in the late 
1980s, died July 26 at his home in Alexandria. He was 85. 

He had congestive heart failure, said his wife, Janet 
Watkins. 

Adm. Watkins was an imposing figure in his Navy dress 
blues — a nuclear submarine officer who stood 6-foot-4 and 
was known as “Radio-Free Watkins” for his blunt 
outspokenness. 

As chief of naval operations from 1982 to 1986, Adm. 
Watkins served as the Navy's top-ranking officer and 
representative on the Joint Chiefs of Staff. He was considered 
an architect of the Reagan-era Strategic Defense Initiative, the 
proposed missile shield and planned response to a Soviet 
nuclear attack. 

In 1987, President Ronald Reagan named him to lead the 
President’s Commission on the HIV Epidemic. A Catholic and 
Republican, Adm. Watkins was an unlikely candidate for the 
panel. In addition, he said his experience dealing with 
HIV/AIDS was limited. 

“He told the president, ‘I’m a sailor and a submariner, and 
I know nothing about medicine,’ ” his wife, Janet, said in an 
interview. “But Reagan told him, ‘You’re exactly who we’re 
looking for.’ ” 

His appointment to lead the 13-member commission — 
which included few with extensive knowledge of AIDS — led 
to public rebukes from members of the AIDS community and 
gay-rights groups. 

By many accounts, Adm. Watkins’s stewardship was 
credited with reinvigorating the panel and issuing strong 
recommendations to address the unfolding public-health 
calamity that had long been underplayed by the Reagan White 
House. 

Under Adm. Watkins, the panel advocated the passage of 
anti-discrimination laws for AIDS patients and the need for 
laws to protect the rights and privacy of those with AIDS. He 
was most eloquent in describing the loneliness afflicting those 
with the disease. 

“All you have to do is walk in to the pediatric ward of 
Harlem Hospital and see those children,” Adm. Watkins once 
said. “Nobody wants them. They have no place to go. That 
gets you.” 

He added that he was profoundly affected by testimony 
about a 12-year-old boy infected with HIV and ostracized by 
classmates. The child was ridiculed, his parents received death 
threats and the family’s car was pelted with stones. 

Anthony S. Fauci, who oversees AIDS research at the 
National Institutes of Health, said in an interview that Adm. 
Watkins was an early and crucial advocate for AIDS patients. 

“To have a presidential commission chairman with his 
background to come out so strongly against stigma and 
discrimination was a very, very important step,” Fauci said. 

James David Watkins was born March 7, 1927, in 
Alhambra, Calif. His father was a vintner and later an 
executive with Southern California Edison power company. 
His mother, the former Louise Ward, ran unsuccessfully for a 
U.S. Senate seat in 1938. 

Adm. Watkins graduated in 1949 from the U.S. Naval 
Academy in Annapolis and became a protege of Adm. Hyman 
Rickover — known as the father of the nuclear navy. Adm. 
Watkins spent the majority of his career commanding vessels 
under nuclear power. 

He served as commander in chief of the Pacific forces 
before becoming chief of naval operations. 

His military decorations include two awards of the 
Defense Distinguished Service Medal; three awards of the 
Navy Distinguished Service Medal; three awards of the 
Legion of Merit; and the Bronze Star. 
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In 1989, Bush tapped Adm. Watkins to revamp the 
Energy Department. As secretary, he aimed to renovate the 
department’s crumbling facilities responsible for building 
nuclear weapons. At the time, the department’s weapons 
plants were paralyzed by radiation leaks and environmental 
issues involving the disposal of toxic nuclear materials. 

Adm. Watkins also formed an intelligence wing to collect 
data on foreign warhead stockpiles and established a spy-
hunting office to safeguard America’s nuclear secrets. 

During the early 2000s, Adm. Watkins was appointed by 
President George W. Bush to serve as chair of the U.S. 
Commission on Ocean Policy. 

His first wife, Sheila McKinney Watkins, died in 1996 
after 45 years of marriage. 

Survivors include his wife of 12 years, Janet Tobin 
Watkins of Alexandria; six children from his first marriage, 
Catherine Coopersmith of Chevy Chase, Laura Jo Kauffmann 
of Brooklyn, Charles Watkins of Norfolk, Edward Watkins of 
Alexandria, Susan Watkins of Rockville and Monsignor James 
D. Watkins Jr. of Washington; four stepchildren, John 
McDonough of Arlington County, Siobhan McDonough, 
Robert McDonough and Sean McDonough, all of Alexandria; 
a brother; 16 grandchildren; and four great-grandchildren. 
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56. USS Somerset Named To Honor Flight 93 Victims 
(PITTSBURGH POST-GAZETTE 28 JUL 12) ... Emily Dobler 

Nearly 11 years ago, Somerset drew national attention 
after the Flight 93 crash in Stonycreek. Now, Rep. Mark Critz, 
D-Johnstown, said the county can show how it pulled together 
through the christening of the USS Somerset. 

The ship -- constructed from materials near the 9/11 
Stonycreek crash site and from Somerset County -- is named 
in honor of the passengers of Flight 93 and, Mr. Critz said, 
will allow a part of Somerset to travel around the world. 

The ceremony starts at 10 a.m. today in the Huntington 
Ingalls Industries shipyard in Louisiana, the ship's 
construction company. 

Patrick White, the president of the group Families of 
Flight 93, will be the principal speaker at the ceremony. 

"The main message is to recognize the courage and 
selfless sacrifice of the passengers and crew," he said. He 
hopes that the crew chosen for the ship will be inspired by 
such courage, whether they are fighting an enemy or rescuing 
an ally. 

U.S. Navy Cmdr. Cole Hayes is the ship's prospective 
commanding officer. He will lead a crew of 360 officers and 
sailors, as well as three Marines. It will have both military and 
peace-time use. 

Typically, LDP class 17 ships -- the class of USS 
Somerset -- are named after cities. However, after 9/11, Navy 
officials decided to name three ships in honor of the places 
affected. The others, the USS New York and the USS 
Arlington, were christened in 2008 and 2011, respectively. 

"It's an exception, but a fitting exception," Kevin Hurst, a 
historian at the Naval History and Heritage Command, said of 
the USS Somerset. "Reminding sailors serving the ship of 
what happened is important." 

The USS Somerset will give new life to families of Flight 
93 victims, Mr. White said, because integrating materials from 

the crash site and naming it in honor of the county will help 
them to move forward. 

Mr. White's cousin, Louis J. Nacke II, died on board 
Flight 93; he was one of the passengers who entered the 
cockpit and tried to stop the hijackers from reaching their 
destination. 

"It's a home-grown ship," Mr. White said. "It's most 
meaningful that the U.S. chose to honor Flight 93 and the 
Somerset community." 

John Vatavuk, Somerset's chairman of commissioners, 
has been helping to collect materials for the $1.2 billion ship 
since 2008. 

The ship's bow stem will be made from 7.5 tons of 
recycled steel from a crane's large bucket that was used to strip 
coal nearby prior to the crash, said Doug Lounsberry, vice 
president and program manager for Ingalls' LPD Program. It 
also will include about 200 steel valves from a Somerset 
manufacturer. 

Outside of construction materials, there will be a time 
capsule-like box on board that will be filled with personal 
donations from the Somerset community. The box will remain 
locked until the ship is decommissioned in about 40 years. 

Families of Flight 93 has been waiting for the christening 
ceremony since 2009, when the ship's first keel was laid. 
Members plan to incorporate the USS Somerset in the Flight 
93 Memorial in Somerset, which they hope will be completed 
by the 15th anniversary of the crash. 

Mary Jo Myers, wife of former chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff Gen. Richard Myers, will break the traditional 
bottle across the ship's bow at the end of the ceremony. 
Afterward, the USS Somerset will undergo certifications and 
sea trials before it becomes a commissioned Navy ship, which 
will take about a year. 
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57. Cape St. George Concludes Malta Visit 
(NAVY NEWS SERVICE 27 JUL 12) ... Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Christopher S. Johnson, USS Cape St. George 
Public Affairs  

VALLETTA, Malta -- Deployed Sailors aboard the 
Ticonderoga-class guided-missile cruiser USS Cape St. 
George (CG 71) concluded a four-day port visit in Valletta, 
Malta, July 23. 

The visit allowed Cape St. George Sailors to unwind after 
more than six months in the U.S. 5th Fleet area of 

responsibility (AOR) supporting Operation Enduring 
Freedom. 

"Malta is a place where you can't help but notice diverse 
influences," said Capt. Don Gabrielson, Cape's commanding 
officer. "The Maltese went out of their way to share their rich 
culture, dating back to the oldest known man-made structures 
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on earth. During a monastery tour, admiring priceless inlaid 
olivewood buffet tables, we asked our guide how old they 
might be. He replied, 'They are not so old, only maybe 200 or 
300 years.' After that, he pointed out a painting from the 12th 
century Byzantine Empire, which put things into perspective." 

The crew spent the visit learning about Malta's vast 
history and enjoying a wealth of activities. Cape Sailors toured 
prehistoric megalithic temples, St. John's co-cathedral, and the 
island of Gozo, where according to Homer's "Odyssey," the 
beautiful nymph Calypso once held Odysseus captive. 

"This port visit was a great morale booster for the crew," 
said Command Master Chief Pete Santos. "It gave us 
something to look forward to before we arrived, and it met all 
of our expectations. The food, people, scenery, culture and 
history were overwhelming. It is definitely a port worth 
coming back to." 

Additionally, Sailors participated in Morale, Welfare and 
Recreation (MWR)-sponsored tours of Maltese cultural and 
historical sites and stopped by Dar Merhba Bik, a center for 
domestic abuse victims, for a community service activity 
(COMSERV). 

"The COMSERV was both enjoyable and productive," 
said Lt. Joseph Buenviaje, a chaplain assigned to Cape St. 
George. "The people at the center were accommodating, 
hospitable, open and friendly. After accomplishing two 
months worth of work in three hours, we were treated to 
traditional Maltese baked pasta. It was definitely a highlight of 
our visit." 

Some Sailors were baptized while in the port, which, 
according to the Bible, is where the shipwreck of the apostle 
Paul occurred in 60 A.D.  

"Not too many people get to be baptized in a biblical 
country," said Buenviaje. "This was a rare opportunity to 
become a part of the vast history of the region." 

Cape St. George is deployed as part of Carrier Strike 
Group (CSG) 9, which also includes the Nimitz-class aircraft 
carrier USS Abraham Lincoln (CVN 72), embarked Carrier 
Air Wing (CVW) 2 and Destroyer Squadron (DESRON) 9. 
CSG-9 is on a regularly scheduled deployment in support of 
maritime security operations and theater security cooperation 
efforts in the U.S. 6th Fleet AOR.  
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58. Huntington Ingalls Wins $1.5 Billion Navy Contract 
(NEWPORT NEWS DAILY PRESS 28 JUL 12) ... Michael Welles Shapiro 

NEWPORT NEWS – Huntington Ingalls Industries won a 
$1.51 billion Navy contract to build an amphibious warship at 
its Mississippi shipyard, the company announced Friday. 

The Newport News-based company owns Newport News 
Shipbuilding as well as the Ingalls shipyard in Pascagoula, 
Miss., where the landing platform dock, or LPD, will be built. 
The contract, announced by the Navy, says the ship is 
expected to be finished by June 2017. 

A Huntington Ingalls news release notes that Ingalls has 
built the entire San Antonio-class of LPDs, ships that carry 
and deploy marines. The ships can carry up to 800 troops as 
well as landing crafts, supporting amphibious assault, special 
operations and expeditionary warfare missions. 

The Navy established a program office Friday to plan and 
procure materials for the construction of the aircraft carrier 
John F. Kennedy and the subsequent yet-to-be named carrier 
in its class. 

The Kennedy is a Gerald R. Ford-class ship, which will 
be built at Newport News Shipbuilding. 

The new office is being led by Cmdr. Doug Oglesby, and 
is part of a Navy effort to ensure high standards for the Ford-
class. 

"As the first new aircraft carrier design in more than 40 
years, the Gerald R. Ford-class will move into modified repeat 
production" of the Kennedy and its successor, noted Rear 
Adm. Thomas Moore, the Navy's program executive officer 
for carriers. 

The Ford is about $884 million over budget, but Navy 
officials have said they and the shipyard have the cost under 
control, and have learned lessons while building the ship that 
can be applied to the next ships in its class. 

Oglesby has been part of Navy teams overseeing the 
refueling and complex overhauls of the USS Carl Vinson and 
the USS Theodore Roosevelt, a project that's ongoing at the 
shipyard. 

His new team, he said, "will build on success with Gerald 
R. Ford and develop best practices and procedures to 
affordably deliver these warships." 
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59. Navy Petty Officer Memorialized At Wake In Hometown Crystal Lake 
(CHICAGO TRIBUNE 28 JUL 12) ... Lisa Black 

With dozens of flags lining the entrance to the funeral 
home, mourners paid their respects Friday for John Larimer, a 
Navy intelligence technician from Crystal Lake who was 
killed during the July 20 shooting rampage in a Denver-area 
movie theater. 

Larimer, 27, described as gentle, fun-loving and smart, 
died while shielding his girlfriend from gunfire. 

“It doesn't surprise me that he sacrificed himself," Ryan 
Dreifke, 27, said outside Davenport Family Funeral Home in 
Crystal Lake. He and Larimer attended the University of 
Wisconsin at Whitewater. 

"He would do anything for anybody," Dreifke said. "He 
was passionate. He knew when to say the right thing, how to 
be a friend." 

Larimer was a Navy petty officer third class stationed at 
Buckley Air Force Base in Aurora, Colo. He was among 12 
people killed when a gunman opened fire inside a theater 
during a midnight showing of the new Batman movie. Dozens 
more were injured. A suspect, James Holmes, 24, is in 
custody. 

His girlfriend, Julia Vojtsek, 23, of Algonquin, credited 
Larimer with saving her life by covering her when the 
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shooting began, according to a statement she released earlier 
in the week. 

Many who attended Friday's visitation arrived in uniform, 
representing the military services, police and fire departments 
and local Scouting groups. Larimer, the youngest of five 
siblings, was a 2003 graduate of Crystal Lake South High 
School and was in the fourth generation in his family to serve 
in the Navy. The former Boy Scout volunteered alongside his 
father in Civil War re-enactments, friends said. 

"They are a tremendously loving family, extremely 
patriotic — and heartbroken," said Elaine Masciale, 54, of 
Palatine, who is involved in the re-enactment group. 

Members of the Illinois Old Guard, a civilian group that 
honors veterans, directed traffic and shooed journalists away 
from the funeral home, at the family's request. The funeral and 
burial are private. 

Bonnie Levin, 51, of Bartlett, recalled how Larimer 
helped her get a wounded veteran off a boat on the Chain O' 
Lakes during an event for a charity organization. 

"He was the kindest, gentlest young man and very 
caring," she said. "It's sad that he had to see combat here in the 
United States." 

Photos and videos inside told the story of a young man 
with a promising future as a Navy cryptologist technician, 
observers said. After enlisting in 2011, Larimer trained at 
Naval Station Great Lakes before being stationed at the 
Aurora base. 

In a montage tribute posted by friends on YouTube, 
Larimer is seen joking around and appears with an unruly 
crown of curls and broad smile. 

The video ends with the written words, "We'll see ya 
soon, buddy." 
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60. Navy Issues Contract For 10th LPD 
(DEFENSE DAILY 27 JUL 12) ... Mike McCarthy 

The Navy announced a $1.5-billion contract Friday to 
Huntington Ingalls Industries [HII] for the construction of the 
10th ship in the San Antonio -class (LPD-17) of amphibious 
transport dock ships. 

The fixed fixed-price incentive calls for the detail design 
and construction LPD-27. The Navy plans to procure 11 LPDs 
designed to project power ashore. 

The ship will be built at HII's shipyard in Pascagoula, 
Miss. 
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China launches naval war games
(AFP, 10 JUL 12) 

BEIJING — China's navy will on Tuesday begin annual military exercises off its east coast, state 
media reported, amid tensions over maritime territorial disputes with its neighbors.

"According to our annual plan for exercises, the Chinese People's Liberation Army's navy will in 
the coming days hold exercise activities in the waters near the Zhoushan islands," the ministry 
said in a statement on Monday.
The ministry provided no other details on the war games.
But the China Daily said the live fire naval exercises would start on Tuesday and last for six 
days.
The Zhoushan islands lie in the East China Sea not far from the coastal city of Shanghai. The 
China Daily said the exercises would not be held in any waters also claimed by another country.
Last week, the ministry announced a ban on shipping and fishing vessels entering the designated 
exercise area, the paper said.
The exercises come after Japanese Prime Minister Yoshihiko Noda said Saturday that Japan was 
considering buying a chain of islands at the centre of its bitter territorial dispute with China and 
Taiwan.
Those islands in the East China Sea are called Senkaku in Japanese and Diaoyu in Chinese, and 
are further to the east than the area where the imminent naval exercises are being planned.
China reacted angrily to Noda's remarks, as both governments reiterated their claims over the 
islands.
China is locked in similarly tense disputes with Vietnam and the Philippines in the neighboring 
South China Sea.
Vietnam and the Philippines have accused China of increasingly aggressive behavior in the area.
China claims essentially all of the South China Sea, home to vital shipping lanes and believed to 
be rich in oil and gas deposits. Taiwan and Brunei and Malaysia also have claims in the waters.
********************************************************



Navy rushes to asylum boat 'in distress' carrying 85 people

(The Australian, 10 JUL 12)

Two merchant vessels are already on the scene, Customs and Border Protection Comand has 
confirmed.

"Australian authorities are assisting the Indonesia search and rescue authority, BASARNAS, in 
the response to a vessel requesting assistance 43 nautical miles (80km) south-west of Tanjung 
Layar, West Java, Indonesia," Customs and Border Protection Command said in a statement.

"At around 10am AEST, the Australian Maritime Safety Authoritys (AMSA) Rescue 
Coordination Centre (RCC Australia) received telephone calls from a person on board a vessel 
requesting assistance."

The incident comes as a boat of Sri Lankans arrived safely at Flying Fish Cove this afternoon 
with the words "Good Bless You" on the side.

RCC Australia advised the Indonesian search and rescue agency BASARNAS, who have 
accepted coordination for the response.

AMSA is supporting BASARNAS.

The Customs statement says: "RCC Australia issued a broadcast to shipping. Two merchant 
vessels have responded to the request for assistance and are currently on scene. At 1400 AEST a 
Customs and Border Protection Dash 8 surveillance aircraft located the vessel, which indicated 
no visible signs of distress."

Patrol boat HMAS Childers and Customs vessel Triton, operating under the control of RCC 
Australia, have been deployed in support. The vessels are expected to arrive in the area this 
evening.

Initial reports are that the vessel has about 85 people on board.

********************************************************



Turkey keeps close eye on Syrian drill

(Turkish Press, 10 JUL 12) 

Ankara said yesterday that it was closely following Syrian military land, air and naval exercises 

along the border, in the aftermath of the escalation of tension over the downing of the Turkish jet 

by Syrian forces on June 22.

“If they are trying to deliver a message to their neighboring countries, including Turkey, they 

should know that we’re not in a position to get that message,” a foreign ministry official told the 

Hurriyet Daily News yesterday. “We are closely following every military move of Syria in the 

region, especially after they shot down our jet.”

Syria announced that its army had begun a massive military exercise that included its land, navy 

and air forces, whose scenario is about responding to a military attack from a foreign country. 

The move came after Turkey said it had changed its rules of engagements along the Syrian 

border and would consider every military element approaching its border a military threat. 

Turkish F-16s scrambled nine times to counter Syrian helicopters in three separate days since it 

changed its rules of engagement.

The army also deployed multiple anti-aircraft missiles along the Syrian border. Foreign Minister 

Ahmet Davutoglu vowed that the Syrian leadership would pay a price for the hostile attack 

against an unarmed Turkish jet, sparking speculations about a potential Turkish military 

retaliation. Ankara is of the opinion that its recent moves could push Syria into intimidating 

Turkish officials. Damascus would also like to show Turkey that any of its actions will be 

responded to accordingly.

Syrian President Bashar al-Assad has accused Turkey of harboring and supporting regime 

opponents who he calls “terrorists.” “The motive of the exercise is also important, they have no 

need of making a military exercise if the motive is about cracking down on protestors. In fact, 

they make this military exercise everyday by killing dozens of people,” the official added.

Syrian television aired videos of a variety of missiles being fired from launchers on land and 

from ships, and showed the Syrian Defense Minister Gen. Dawood Rajha in attendance. Rajha 

commended “the exceptional performance by the naval forces, who showed a high level of 

combat training and their ability to defend Syria’s shores against any possible aggression.” 

“Naval Forces conducted an operational live fire exercise on July 7, using missiles launched 

from the sea and coast, helicopters and missile boats, simulating a scenario of repelling a sudden 



attack from the sea,” Syrian news agency SANA said, adding that maneuvers would continue for 

several days. “The Navy managed to carry out the training successfully, repelling the 

hypothetical attack and hitting the given targets with high precision,” SANA also said on its 

website.

Meanwhile, one Syrian rebel “confessed receiving weapon training from Turkish security forces 

at the so-called refugee camps,” according to SANA. Another “terrorist confessed to smuggling 

gunmen and various types of weapons from Turkey to Syria,” also according to SANA.

In confessions broadcast on Syrian TV on July 7, Sharrouf, a 22-year-old Idlib native, said that 

he and his cousin Alaa Sharrouf and Samer Bakkoure had smuggled weapons from Turkey to 

Syria and were also smuggling people into Turkey from Syria.

********************************************************

(Early Bird) 

To Power Syria, Chavez Sends Diesel

Venezuela Readies Fourth Big Fuel Shipment, Documents Show, Highlighting Bid to Help 
Damascus Work Around Sanctions

Wall Street Journal, 10 JUL 12) By Jay Solomon and Keith Johnson

WASHINGTON—Venezuelan President Hugo Chávez and his state-oil company are providing 
vital energy support to Syrian President Bashar al-Assad and conducting business with Syrian 
firms blacklisted by Washington and Brussels, according to documents relating to the deals.

That puts Venezuela alongside Russia and Iran in an informal bloc of nations working to stymie 
the West's efforts to topple Mr. Assad and break up his military alliance with Iran, U.S. officials 
and Syrian activists say.

The support centers on diesel fuel sent by Venezuela to Syria, shipments that officials from both 
sides of the trade have publicly confirmed. But the deals are structured to bring other benefits, 
including shielding Syria's dwindling foreign-exchange reserves, the documents show.



Oil company Petróleos de Venezuela SA, or PdVSA, is processing its fourth major shipment of 
diesel fuel to Syria in the past eight months, according to Venezuelan and Syrian corporate 
documents reviewed by The Wall Street Journal.

Venezuela also is helping Damascus evade Western sanctions by purchasing Syrian energy and 
conducting trade with two firms, the Commercial Bank of Syria and Sytrol, the state's oil-
marketing firm, according to the documents. Both companies are on U.S. and European Union 
sanctions lists.

Diesel is crucial for powering Syrian tanks and other military vehicles that are driving 
Damascus's continuing crackdown on Mr. Assad's political opponents. Even by conserative 
estimates, more than 10,000 Syrians have been killed by Damascus's security forces since the 
uprising against his regime began 18 months ago.

"The huge movements of tanks and heavy armor require an enormous amount of heavy diesel," 
said Louay Sakkar of the Syrian Support Group, an activist organization calling for greater 
support for Syria's rebel army. "It's like the lifeblood of the killing regime."

Venezuela and its state oil company have defended its rights to sell diesel to Syria. President 
Chávez has trumpeted his support for Iran and Syria as part of his desire to build an "anti-
imperial" coalition of countries fighting what he calls American hegemony.

Syrian officials in Washington didn't respond to requests to comment. Syria's oil minister 
acknowledged receiving a shipment from Venezuela in May.

Russia, meanwhile, said Monday that its previously agreed arms exports to Syria will continue. 
But Vyacheslav Dzirkaln, deputy chief of the Russian state agency that supervises arms sales, 
told Russian news agencies that Moscow won't conduct new weapons sales to Syria until the 
conflict calms down.

Before Mr. Assad's crackdown, Syria imported the majority of its diesel and energy products 
from Europe. In 2010, Syria's trade with Venezuela equaled only around €5 million, or about $6 
million. This year's fuel shipments are estimated to be worth hundreds of millions of dollars.

The Obama administration has been monitoring Mr. Chávez's Syrian trade but doesn't have the 
tools at this time to stop it, senior U.S. officials say.

Recently enacted U.S. penalties on Damascus don't empower the State Department or Treasury 
to target non-American companies that engage in business with blacklisted Syrian firms, unless 
they employ American nationals or receive U.S. financing. This differs from American sanctions 



on Iran, which allow for the targeting of any foreign company dealing with designated Iranian 
entities.

Last year, the State Department sanctioned PdVSA for selling refined petroleum products to Iran, 
though the measure only prevents the Venezuelan company from winning U.S. government 
contracts. PdVSA still exports about 850,000 barrels of crude oil to the U.S. a day in 
nongovernmental trade. The company also maintains its ownership of Citgo Petroleum Corp., the 
U.S.-based energy company.

"Any provision of support to the Syrian regime is abhorrent, and we continue to work with our 
international partners, using all tools at our disposal, to maximize the financial pressure on Assad 
and his supporters," said a U.S. official.

U.S. lawmakers, led by Sen. Marco Rubio (R., Fla.) are drafting legislation that could target 
companies like PdVSA, according to congressional officials. The new law would specifically 
sanction firms purchasing energy products from Syria or engaging in any business with 
blacklisted Syrian firms.

"There's tremendous concern about Venezuela and the role it's playing," said Sen. Rubio in an 
interview Monday. "You still see Hugo Chavez using the wealth of the Venezuelan people and 
squandering it to help Assad."

PdVSA has made three major shipments of diesel fuel to Syria so far this year on a ship called 
the Negra Hipolitain a bid to help Mr. Assad's government stave off slackening supplies, 
according to the corporate documents. The company is currently planning on sending a fourth.

Much of Syria's public transportation, farming industry and military is powered by diesel, several 
nationals say, making shortages a national security threat to Mr. Assad's government. Import 
costs also are a growing challenge to Damascus as its foreign-exchange reserves have been 
dwindling due to the international sanctions and a European Union oil embargo that has cut off 
one-third of the Syrian government's revenues.

"We've provided some supplies to Syria. We're willing to help," Venezuela's Energy Minister 
Rafael Ramírez told reporters in Caracas in May. "We've sent three shipments."

The transactions have been negotiated and executed directly between PdVSA and executives 
from Sytrol, Syria's state oil-marketing firm, which is facing U.S. and EU sanctions. The 
shipments have originated from PdVSA's operations in Puerto La Cruz, Venezuela, and delivered 
on the Negra Hipolita to the Syrian port of Banias, according to the corporate documents.



A big part of the negotiations between PdVSA and Sytrol, according to the documents, is to find 
ways for Syria to obtain the Venezuelan diesel fuel without burning through its foreign-exchange 
reserves.

The May shipment of more than 30,000 tons of diesel was largely made in exchange for Syria 
exporting Naphtha fuel back to Venezuela. Banias Refinery Co. sent PdVSA an invoice for over 
$26 million on May 30 for a shipment of nearly 33,000 metric tons of Naphtha, which is used in 
producing lighter fluid, cleaning solvents and fuel for stoves.

"The value of exported Naphtha cargo…shall be offset against the value of [imported] diesel," 
the president of Sytrol, Mohammad Alrobeh, wrote PdVSA that month.

It isn't clear whether Venezuela is using or reselling the Naphtha.

The fourth delivery of Venezuelan diesel, according to the documents, also is likely to result in a 
swap for Naphtha fuel. Sytrol is seeking the delivery of the diesel by the end of July and has 
instructed PdVSA that payments will be made in euros through the Venezuelan company's 
account at the Commercial Bank of Syria, which is sanctioned by the U.S. and EU.

"We are willing and ready to sell to you," Mr. Alrobeh wrote to PdVSA again on June 20.

A spokesman for PdVSA in Caracas, Alfredo Carquez, said he didn't have knowledge of a fourth 
shipment of diesel being prepared for Syria. But confirmed that three shipments have been made. 
"President Chavez and the [oil] minister have both said that we are a sovereign nation, and we 
have the right to do business with whomever we wish," Mr. Carquez said.

The executive added that the U.S. sanctions on Syria affect U.S. nationals and American 
businesses, not Venezuelan firms, so any possible action by the State Department or Treasury 
"doesn't concern us."

He said he has also heard allegations that PdVSA's diesel is used to power Syrian tanks, but that 
the company isn't responsible for the end use of any refined product, unless the sales contract 
specifically defined certain uses. The contracts in question don't spell out uses.

The issue of diesel shipments to Mr. Assad's government has posed a policy dilemma for the 
Obama administration ever since new sanctions were placed on Damascus last year as a result of 
Mr. Assad's crackdown.

Some U.S. officials have voiced concerns about cutting off diesel exports on humanitarian 
grounds, due to fears that Syria's population could blame the West for their travails. Some in the 



Obama administration have argued for allowing Mr. Assad to continue to buy imported fuel, 
arguing that he would increasingly draw down his foreign-exchange reserves if forced to pay for 
imported fuel, something mitigated by Venezuela's swap agreements with Damascus.

Even Syria's political opposition is split on the issue of cutting off all energy exports to the 
country. While they would like to see Mr. Assad's tanks run out of fuel, they also worry that a 
shortage of diesel could equally undermine the political and military opposition inside Syria.

"In general, we want to see all sanctions tightened and strengthened," said Ammar Abdulhamid, 
a political activist based in Washington. "But the issue of diesel is complicated, as our own 
people could get hurt."

********************************************************
(Early Bird)

OMB Chief To Testify On Defense Cuts

(Politico, 9 JUL 12) By Austin Wright

The acting White House budget director has agreed to testify before the House Armed Services 
Committee next month on the administration’s plans for carrying out more than $1 trillion in 
across-the-board budget cuts that could roll out over the next 10 years.

Jeffrey Zients is scheduled to appear before the committee on Aug. 1, Claude Chafin, a 
spokesman for committee chairman Rep. Buck McKeon (R-Calif.), told POLITICO. And he'll be 
joined by a senior "defense official," Chafin said in an email.

The decision is the latest development in a months-long saga in which lawmakers and industry 
leaders have been pressing the White House to explain how it would implement the budget cuts, 
called sequestration, which are set to begin taking effect on Jan. 2, unless Congress acts to avert 
them.

Two weeks ago, McKeon sent a letter to Zients asking him to appear before the committee at a 
July 18 hearing on the issue.

“Given the apparent impasse, it is appropriate to provide information to members of Congress, 
industry and the public about the administration’s interpretation of the law and how sequestration 
would be implemented mechanically,” McKeon wrote. “Perhaps the additional insight into the 
realities of sequestration will incentivize all parties to offer alternative deficit reduction plans.”



For its part, the White House Office of Management and Budget has publicly maintained it’s not 
planning for the cuts, and it has directed federal agencies, including the Defense Department, to 
do the same. The across-the-board cuts would reduce the Pentagon’s budget by about $55 billion 
next year.

“We have made it clear that we believe that the sequester is, by design, bad policy,” then-OMB 
spokesman Kenneth Baer told POLITICO several weeks ago. “Congress should do its job and 
pass a balanced plan for deficit reduction as it was charged to pass under the Budget Control 
Act.”

********************************************************
(Early Bird) 

Action Urged To Hike Cybersecurity

(Associated Press, 10 JUL 12) By Robert Burns

WASHINGTON - The head of the Pentagon's Cyber Command called Monday for swift action in 
Congress to sort out roles, standards, and authorities for agencies charged with defending against 
destructive computer attacks.

Army Gen. Keith Alexander, speaking at the American Enterprise Institute think tank, said the 
time for legislative action is now, before the nation is hit with a major cyberattack - an event he 
called increasingly likely.

"The conflict is growing, the probability for crisis is mounting," he said. "While we have the 
time, we should think about and enact those things that we need to ensure our security in this 
area. Do it now, before a crisis."

Numerous government agencies play a role in defending the nation's computer infrastructure, 
including the Defense Department, the Department of Homeland Security, and the FBI.

Referring to the prospect of a destructive - not just disruptive - attack on vital U.S. computer 
systems, Alexander said: "I do think that's coming our way. You can see this statistically; the 
number of attacks is growing."

Alexander also cautioned that while al-Qaeda is not now capable of destructive computer attacks 
on the United States, the terrorist group could acquire that aptitude.



"I don't see it today, but they could very quickly get to that - they and others. That does concern 
me," he said.

********************************************************

Boosting biofuels: U.S. commits $62 million to research 
grants
(Seacoastline, 9 JUL 12) PORTSMOUTH — A series of new federal funding grants to boost 
research in biofuel innovation could have a positive impact on the growing biofuel production 
and distribution industries in New Hampshire.

Last week, the U.S. Departments of Agriculture, Navy and Energy announced $30 million in 
federal funding to match private investments for the rapid development of so-called advanced 
drop-in biofuels. The Energy Department also announced $32 million in new investments for 
earlier stage research.

Simply Green, one of the region's largest distributors of biofuels, has developed a growing 
customer base for its markets in home heating oil and automobile biodiesel. Joel Bobbett, Simply 
Green's general manager, said this broad federal biofuel initiative could pay long-term dividends 
in part because it's hard for the biofuel industry to match the infrastructure capacity of the 
petroleum industry.

"This is some desperately needed infrastructural support for biofuels," Bobbett said. "By giving 
producers more tools to control costs, this should alleviate some of the price gap between 
biofuels and traditional petroleum. There are active biodiesel production facilities in New 
Hampshire that can meet additional demand were they to have access to something like this."

Energy Secretary Stephen Chu said the goal of the research investment grants is to continue to 
drive technological breakthroughs and additional cost reductions in the industry while reducing 
America's dependence on foreign oil and supporting American industries and American jobs.

"By pursuing new processes and technologies for producing next-generation biofuels, we are 
working to accelerate innovation in a critical and growing sector that will help to improve U.S. 
energy security and protect our air and water," Chu said.

"For Simply Green, a production boost locally could mean a surge in local product, making bio-
blended heating oil and diesel more readily available to the Seacoast and beyond, all the while 
making it more cost-effective," Bobbett said. "We are already using advanced biofuels today, and 
an investment like this on a government-level would bring those non-agricultural solutions to the 
end-user on a much larger scale."



One of those "non-agricultural solutions" is already produced by Lebanon-based Mascoma, 
which is developing and marketing cellulosic ethanol, which is made from non-food crops like 
switchgrass, pulpwood and agricultural waste. Cellulosic ethanol is widely thought to be better 
for the environment than corn-based ethanol, but producing cellulosic ethanol is more expensive 
than making the fuel from grains because there are more steps required to convert the materials 
into starch for fermenting.

Mascoma announced last year a joint project for a new cellulosic ethanol facility in Michigan 
with production expected to begin in 2013. Valero Energy Corp. contracted to invest $50 million 
in the plant and to purchase 40 million gallons of cellulosic ethanol from the first large-scale 
wood to ethanol plant in the country. The $232 million facility was backed by the state of 
Michigan, federal loan guarantees, and venture capital investments. The project garnered 
headlines because it offered a major mainstream support for the emerging technology.

It also drew criticism from conservative groups who have called state and federal assistance of 
Mascoma "crony capitalism" and a waste of taxpayers' money.

"Federal agencies, in this instance the Department of Energy, are simply picking winners and 
losers in the private sector based on which companies best suit Obama's political agenda," said a 
post on Townhall.com. "Doing so only wastes taxpayer dollars and further undermines the free 
market."

While not referring to Mascoma, Bobbett said private-public partnerships are necessary to share 
risks and crucial to the development of widespread biofuel production and distribution, which 
will help drive down prices and create a more even playing field.

"Biofuels need the same kind of treatment that the petroleum industry got for decades from the 
government to set up the refineries and pipelines," he said. "Those things didn't just appear 
overnight."

The Obama administration has directed the Navy, USDA and DOE to collaborate to support 
commercialization of "drop-in" biofuel substitutes for diesel and jet fuel. Competitively priced 
drop-in biofuels will help improve America's energy security, meeting the fuel needs of U.S. 
armed forces, as well as the commercial aviation and shipping sectors.

The Energy Department also announced $12 million to support up to eight projects focused on 
researching ways to develop bio-based transportation fuels and products using synthetic 
biological processing. The DOE believes synthetic biological processing offers an innovative 
technique to enable efficient, cost-saving conversion of non-food biomass to biofuels.



Bobbett said that, even in the midst of a major economic downturn, Simply Green has defied the 
odds and continued to grow, in part because of its educational efforts. He explained the company 
"sources," or is supplied by, small-scale New Hampshire biofuel producers for 90 percent of its 
products. Bobbett said people continue to be surprised to learn their current heating oil burner 
and diesel fuel car are ready for immediate biofuel use.

More importantly, he said, is the positive visceral reaction customers get when they realize where 
the biofuel is coming from. Sustainability really can have an almost immediate local connection 
and impact. "The biofuel producers collect grease from your local haunts (restaurants) and it 
comes right back to heat your home," he said. "The technologies work."

********************************************************
(Opinion)

Congress short-sighted in military’s access to advanced 
biofuels
(Chippewa Herald (Wisconson), 10 JUL 12)
WESTBY — The U.S. Department of Defense is making great strides in declaring its 
independence from foreign oil, by aggressively pursuing advanced biofuels capable of powering 
ground vehicles, ships, and aircraft. This is a common sense initiative that increases military 
readiness and national security, while providing new economic opportunities for U.S. businesses 
and farmers.
In a recent interview, Navy Secretary Ray Mabus pointed out the absurdity of relying on oil-rich 
countries in the Middle East to power the U.S. military. “We’re moving away from fossil fuels 
for one reason, that it makes us better war fighters. We would never give these countries the 
opportunities to build our ships, our aircraft, our ground vehicles, but we give them a vote in 
whether those ships sail and whether those aircraft fly or those ground vehicles operate when we 
allow them to set the price and the supply of our energy,” he said. “We’ve just got to move away 
from it.”
Unfortunately, the U.S. Senate and House of Representatives have recently made moves to 
prevent the Department of Defense from purchasing advanced biofuels, in a misguided attempt 
to save the few extra cents per gallon that biofuels cost over petroleum-based fuels. This strategy 
is penny-wise but pound-foolish.
Let’s talk about the real costs of petroleum-based fuels. The U.S. spends $80 billion each year to 
defend shipping lanes in hostile waters, so we can protect our access to foreign oil. Last year the 
U.S. imported 1.85 million barrels of oil per day from the Persian Gulf, sending $69.3 billion to 
countries like Saudi Arabia and Iraq.



And then, of course, there is the cost in human lives of the servicemen and women who we put in 
harm’s way to feed our addiction to Middle East oil. For those of us from rural areas, this human 
cost hits close to home: rural America represents 17 percent of the population but makes up 44 
percent of the military.
Luckily, as the Department of Defense is proving, there is an alternative, and it can actually bring 
jobs and new economic activity to rural areas. The Navy and Air Force are integrating fuels from 
homegrown feedstocks such as wood waste and the camelina plant that compare favorably to 
their petroleum-based counterparts.
Jim Lane of Biofuels Digest reported in May that “New tests conducted at Wright-Patterson Air 
Force Base have revealed that U.S. warplanes are capable of flying faster and carry more 
payload on missions, when flying with synthetic fuels, including biofuels, compared to 
conventional military jet fuels made from petroleum.”
The most promising way forward is for the Department of Defense to partner with private 
industry in developing these next generation high-tech fuels. Indeed, just this week the Navy 
announced a $62 million public-private partnership to do just that. $62 million is a far cry from 
$80 billion, but it’s a start.
Wisconsin biofuels companies such as Virent Energy, which is working on creating jet fuel from 
plant-based materials, would be in a great position to take advantage of DoD seed capital to fuel 
new research, create jobs, and provide new markets for agricultural products in the process.
The U.S. military must be able to pursue the use of advanced biofuels for our nation’s energy 
security. Advanced biofuels create a tremendous economic opportunity for rural America. 
Legislation that restricts the military from purchasing advanced biofuels is not only short sighted, 
it’s an irresponsible use of public policy.
Darin Von Ruden of Westby is president of Wisconsin Farmers Union.



(Saturday Early Bird) 

Pentagon Chief Urges Congress To Block New Defense Cuts

(Reuters, 29 JUN 12)

WASHINGTON  - Defense Secretary Leon Panetta urged Congress on Friday to act soon to stop 
a new round of defense budget reductions next year, saying the threat of $500 billion more in 
cuts leaves military families and defense workers under a cloud of uncertainty.

"Congress can't keep kicking the can down the road or avoiding dealing with the debt and deficit 
problems that we face," Panetta told a news conference. "The men and women of this department 
and their families need to know with certainty that we will meet our commitments to them and to 
their families."

Panetta's remarks come at a time of renewed focus on the looming across-the-board defense cuts, 
which would be carried out under a process known as "sequestration." Industry officials met with 
House Democrats to discuss the cuts on Thursday and held talks with Panetta at the Pentagon on 
Tuesday.

Senator Carl Levin, the chairman of the Senate Armed Services Committee, said this month that 
several different groups of lawmakers were holding talks on how to deal with the threat of 
sequestration. Some lawmakers are pushing to delay the cuts by up to a year, well beyond the 
November election.

Republican lawmakers in the House of Representatives on Friday accused Senate Majority 
Leader Harry Reid, a Democrat, of blocking efforts to halt the new round of cuts due to go into 
force on January 2. They urged him to "put forward your own plan or stop obstructing plans 
others have already offered."

"Further cuts to the military don't affect some faceless bureaucracy," Republicans from the 
House Armed Services Committee said in a letter to Reid. "The White House has determined that 
sequestration will arbitrarily gut the funding to our troops who are putting their lives on the line."

The Pentagon has said that unless Congress acts to change the law, it will have to implement the 
cuts on January 2 by slashing all programs by the percentage needed to bring about the required 
spending reduction, regardless of strategic need.

The potential new budget cuts come at a time when the Defense Department is already reducing 
projected spending by $487 billion over 10 years as required by the Budget Control Act passed 
by Congress last year. The act was an attempt to curb the government's trillion-dollar deficits.



No alternative deal

The cuts under sequestration were included in the act as part of an effort to encourage 
Republican and Democratic lawmakers to reach an alternative deal to cut spending by more than 
$1 trillion. But they failed to achieve a compromise and now the cuts are due to go into force.

Panetta and senior military commanders have warned that a new round of spending reductions 
under sequestration would be devastating to the military and would force the Pentagon to 
abandon the new strategy adopted in January as part of the budgeting process.

But some analysts point out that the cuts being implemented come after a decade of rising 
defense spending and are far smaller proportionally than during previous military drawdowns.

They predict defense spending eventually will be reduced by several hundred billion dollars 
more, with or without sequestration.

Industry leaders who met with Panetta this week warned that the Pentagon could face billions of 
dollars in contract termination fees and other costs when the new cuts go into force next year. 
Panetta said the industry executives shared many of the Pentagons fears about the cuts.

"They're very concerned about the impact that it will have on their companies and on their 
employees," Panetta told the news conference.

He noted that company executives faced legal requirements to notify their employees about 
possible terminations, letters that would have to go out just days before the November elections.

"Both the companies as well as the Defenses Department are making very clear to Capitol Hill 
that this is a matter that ought not to be postponed, that it ought to be dealt with soon so that 
sequester ... will not happen," Panetta said.

***********************************************************

(Sunday Early Bird) 

Pentagon Reprograms $8B, Pakistan Closure Costs $2.1B

(Defense News, 1 JUL 12) By Marcus Weisgerber

Pakistan's refusal to let NATO access its ports and roads into Afghanistan has cost the U.S. 
Defense Department more than $2.1 billion in extra transportation costs to move supplies and 
equipment in and out of the country.



The stunning revelation of the exorbitant cost comes as the Pentagon continues to negotiate with 
Islamabad to regain access to the supply routes.

“The good news is that there continue to be those discussions,” Defense Secretary Leon Panetta 
said during a June 29 briefing at the Pentagon. “There still are some tough issues to try to resolve 
but, you know, I think the important thing right now is that both sides in good faith keep working 
to see if we can resolve this.”

Pakistan closed the ground route to NATO supplies after a U.S. airstrike mistakenly killed 24 of 
its soldiers last November. The only other access to land-locked Afghani-stan is through the 
Northern Distribution Network, a series of roads through Russia and Central Asia.

Panetta told the Senate Appropriations Committee in mid-June that the closure of the Pakistani 
routes was costing the U.S. military about an extra $100 million per month. These new costs 
were disclosed in a Pentagon budget document — called the omnibus reprogramming request — 
sent to Congress on June 29. In the document, which is traditionally sent to lawmakers at the end 
of each June, DoD asks for permission to shift already appropriated money within its own 
accounts.

The Army asked Congress to shift $1.7 billion due to “shortfalls that resulted from increased fuel 
costs and continued closure of the Pakistan Ground Lines of Communication,” the document 
states.

The other, most expensive, transport option is to airlift supplies and equipment into Afghanistan.

Air Force

The Air Force has requested the transfer of $369.2 million of airlift, “partially due to the closure 
of the Pakistan Ground Lines of Communication and the need for additional theater express 
support,” the document states.

This increased airlift requirement in Afghanistan has taken its toll on the Boeing C-17. The 
Pentagon has asked Congress to shift $136.9 million to repair 21 C-17 engines, “due to increased 
wear and accelerated parts damage,” the document states.

The funding transfer request for supply transport is only part of the $7.9 billion reprogramming 
action.

The Air Force also requested:

*$1.5 billion to cover the cost of increased fuel.



*$29.7 million to begin standing up Air National Guard UAV squadrons in Iowa, Pennsylvania, 
Tennessee, Arkansas and Michigan.

Other funds eyed for transfer were garnered from converting existing contracts to fixed-price and 
getting better deals from should-cost analysis. The Air Force also requested the removal of 
$109.7 million from the F-35 Joint Strike Fighter effort due to the Pentagon’s restructure of the 
program earlier this year.

Army

The Army’s $1.7 billion in additional funding requests reflect operations in Africa, logistics in 
Afghanistan, and the highly touted Capability Set 13, which is being deployed to three brigade 
combat teams (BCTs) in October. Until now, there were no dollar figures available associated 
with the capability sets, which are part of the Army’s No. 1 priority to develop and field its new 
Warfighter Information Network-Tactical (WIN-T) battlefield network.

The document also included:

*$18.2 million for USSOCOM logistical support in its mission “to disarm the Lord’s Resistance 
Army” in Central Africa.

*$140 million to field Capability Set 13 to three BCTs.

*$59.4 million to install structural upgrades to Humvees to integrate Capability Set 13 to the first 
three brigade combat teams scheduled for fielding in fiscal 2013. The Army had repeatedly said 
that Humvees would not be part of the networking plan.

*$28.7 million “to procure command and control components within the Tactical Operations 
Centers” for Capability Set 13.

*$51.3 million for Capability Set 13 integration onto five variants of MRAPs, Humvees and 
Strykers.

Conversely, the backbone of Capability Set 13, the WIN-T communications network, is losing 
$334.6 million due to efficiencies gained by including it in the Army’s Network Integration 
Evaluation program. The Army says that the reduction in funding will not affect its planned 
fielding of eight BCTs in fiscal 2013, and six more in 2014.

There is also $48.4 million available after changes were made to the Humvee Competitive 
RECAP Expanded Capacity Vehicles program. “After reevaluating Army requirements, the Army 
intends to use the $20.0 million associated with the Armored HMMWV survivability 



enhancements for automotive enhancements on the HMMWVs. The remaining $28.4 million is 
excess to the program.”

*$40.7 million is being taken from the Stryker program “due to contract savings ... resulting 
from the Army combining related vehicles buys.”

Navy

The requests for an overall increase of $790 million for the Department of the Navy include:

*$220 million to repair the fire-damaged submarine Miami, even though the investigation is 
nowhere near complete and cost estimates are still being generated. No public announcement has 
been made about a final decision to repair the ship, put it to another use or scrap it.

*An additional $90.6 million for the DDG 1000 destroyer program due to increased labor and 
overhead costs on contracts from 2007 and ’08.

*A $30 million reduction for positive labor rates and material performance on the submarine 
Mississippi, and a $25 million reduction for positive labor rate and material performance trends 
on the submarine Minnesota.

*$16 million for a new-start effort to buy Griffin missiles and launchers to be installed on five 
Navy patrol boats in Bahrain. This U.S. Central Command “fast lane” requirement will need 
another $30 million over the next two years.

*$8 million for 215 all-up-round glide weapons for a weaponized RQ-7B Shadow UAV. It is 
needed by Marines in Afghanistan, since “no unmanned system provides the time-sensitive 
targeting combination of persistence, sensor and weapon necessary to rapidly engage fleeting 
targets in order to prevent enemy activity such as IED emplacement.”

*A decrease of $2.1 million based on a reduction in the number of EA-18G Growler aircraft 
being purchased and contract savings on the F/A-18 E/F Super Hornet program.

*A reduction of $25 million based on lower-cost negotiations for V-22 Osprey tilt rotor aircraft.

Kate Brannen, Zachary Fryer-Biggs, Christopher P. Cavas and Paul McLeary contributed to this 
report.

***********************************************************



(Monday Early Bird) 

Clinton: 'Everyone' Is Worried About Syria

(NPR, 1 JUL 12) 

Weekend Edition (NPR), 12:00 PM

DAVID GREENE: This is WEEKEND EDITION from NPR News. I'm David Greene. The 
United States reached an agreement with Russia and other world powers yesterday to try to 
create a transitional government in Syria after months of bloodshed. But Russia, a close ally of 
Syrian President Bashar al-Assad, opposed U.S. insistence that the Syrian leader should go. The 
deal was quickly dismissed by the Syrian rebels. Secretary of State Hillary Clinton came back 
from Geneva last night but before she got on her plane, she sat down with NPR's Michele 
Kelemen.

MICHELE KELEMEN: You spent a lot of time talking to Russian Foreign Minister Sergei 
Lavrov when we were in St. Petersburg. Do you get the sense that the Russians are really ready 
to lean on Bashar al-Assad and do you think the Russians have influence with him?

HILLARY CLINTON: I think the answer to the first question is, yes, I believe they are ready to 
lean. They have told me that. They have made clear they have no continuing strategic interest in 
Assad remaining in power. They will make the case that there needs to be this transition. You 
know, Michele, there are so many terrible things about the violence, the loss of life, the 
destruction. But I think it became very clear that everyone, including Russia and China, is 
worried about it spreading.

KELEMEN: And the fact that Turkey was there - they just had this incident with the Turkish 
plane being down - did that influence that aspect of the conversation?

CLINTON: I think it did, because in my remarks I was able to point to at Iraq sitting there, I was 
able to point at Turkey sitting there, mention Lebanon, Jordan, Israel; the countries in the region 
that are already dealing with the repercussions of the violence and instability in Syria. And 
everyone around that table knew that we could if we didn't act today and get behind this 
transition plan be sitting in six months with a literal war in the region on our hands that was 
destabilizing country after country if we failed.

KELEMEN: But Kofi Annan had very strong words that history is a somber judge. It will judge 
us harshly if we prove incapable of taking the right path. None of his plan has worked so far, so 
what makes you think that this is...



CLINTON: You know, I want to be caught trying. I can't, sitting here today, tell you whether 
Assad is ready to stop killing his own people. Usually, you don't get to a peace table, negotiate 
transition until something happens. And those with the guns on whatever side they are finally 
decide that there's got to be a better way. I mean, we negotiated for a year in Yemen. We had 
former President Ali Abdullah Saleh up to the signing desk three or four time and he would back 
off every time. So, there's nobody anywhere that is more aware of all of the problems we have 
going forward. But I am 100 percent convinced that we have to begin changing the reality in the 
minds and on the ground. And having Russia and China sign up to this lengthy list of guidelines 
and principles will, I believe, give us the opening to do just that.

KELEMEN: Thank you so much for your time today.

CLINTON: Thank you, Michele.

GREENE: That's Secretary of State Hillary Clinton speaking with NPR's Michele Kelemen 
about the situation in Egypt.

***********************************************************

(Monday Early Bird) 

Iran Plans War Games As Oil Embargo Begins

The military exercise involves firing missiles at models of foreign bases in the desert.

(Los Angeles Times, 2 JUL 12) By Ramin Mostaghim

TEHRAN -- As a European Union oil embargo took effect, a defiant Iran said Sunday that it was 
beginning a new round of war games that would involve firing missiles at models of foreign air 
bases.

The war games are an example of how Iranian leaders are projecting an image of strength at a 
time when the country's sanctions-battered economy is in a downward spiral. Iran also is facing 
the possibility of attack because of its nuclear program, and its major Arab ally, Syrian President 
Bashar Assad, is struggling to put down an armed rebellion.

During the war games, missiles will be fired from different points across the country at 100 
designated targets, the semiofficial Mehr news agency quoted Brig. Gen. Amir Ali Hajizadeh as 
saying during a news conference. All the missiles are produced in Iran, said Hajizadeh, who 
heads the Republican Guard aerospace unit.



The three-day exercise, called the Great Prophet 7, is designed "to allow experts to assess the 
precision and efficiency of warheads and missile systems," the agency reported. Unmanned 
aircraft will also carry out operations during the maneuvers, the general said.

The targets will be sites made to appear like bases "of the extra-regional powers," all situated in 
the desert of Semnan province in north-central Iran, the general said.

Iran regularly conducts war games to display its strength to adversaries, particularly Israel and 
the United States.

Neither of those countries has ruled out an attack on Iran's nuclear facilities to prevent the 
Islamic Republic from acquiring an atomic bomb. Iran says its nuclear program is for peaceful 
purposes only, such as generation of energy and treatment of cancer patients.

International talks aimed at defusing the tension have so far yielded few concrete results.

Hajizadeh repeated boasts from Iranian commanders that Israel would be destroyed if it were to 
strike Iran.

He said that Western radar systems directed at Iran are vulnerable to a domestically produced 
missile system.

Word of the war games came as a new European oil embargo took effect.

But Oil Minister Rostam Ghasemi downplayed the effect of the embargo, noting that Europe 
accounted for only about 18% of Iranian oil exports before the embargo. He said other nations 
have indicated that they would purchase the oil.

"The sanctions have had no effect on Iran and will have none," Ghasemi told the Iranian Students 
News Agency, or ISNA.

Outside experts say sanctions have helped torpedo Iran's economy and its national currency, 
which has lost close to half of its value against the U.S. dollar in the last year.

Mostaghim is a special correspondent. Times staff writer Patrick J. McDonnell in Beirut 
contributed to this report.

***********************************************************



(Saturday Early Bird) 

U.S. Reaches Out To China, But Not For Naval Maneuvers

(New York Times, 29 JUN 12) By Jane Perlez

BEIJING — As the United States' top military commander for Asia and the Pacific wrapped up a 
four-day tour of China on Friday, a large multinational maritime war exercise hosted by the 
United States was getting under way in the waters off Hawaii. China was not invited.

The contrast between the message of collaboration brought by the commander, Adm. Samuel J. 
Locklear III, and the absence of the Chinese in the naval exercise — which included China’s 
regional rivals, Russia and India, among its 22 participants — highlighted the wary relationship 
between the American and Chinese militaries as the United States seeks to reinforce its military 
presence in Asia and strengthen its regional alliances.

Publicly, Admiral Locklear, in the first such visit here by a senior American military officer in 
four years, held out a hand of friendship to the Chinese. “I think that as China rises as a power, 
like any rising power, it has a number of decisions and choices it can make,” he said. “And as it 
goes through this rise, our objective is for them, as they rise, to rise as a productive partner with 
us.”

But the Chinese are growing increasingly skeptical about American intentions. In an editorial on 
Friday, The Global Times, a newspaper that leads the nationalist drumbeat here, wrote that China 
should not worry about being excluded from the naval exercise, known as Rim of the Pacific.

“China should get used to being left out in the cold by the U.S.,” the paper said. “Those who 
have some knowledge of the military know that the more countries join such an exercise, the less 
military significance it has.”

During his visit, Admiral Locklear, who was appointed to lead the United States Pacific 
Command in April after heading the NATO campaign in Libya last year, spoke at the China 
Academy of Military Science. In remarks prepared for delivery, he said the United States was not 
in the region to “contain” China but to collaborate with China, and “to improve our 
compatibility.”

He also said that enhanced United States military ties with Pacific allies were “not something 
China should fear.” Reporters were not permitted to attend.



The visit to China by Admiral Locklear was seen as important by Washington, in part because of 
the long lapse since the last visit by a Pacific commander. China had canceled previously 
planned visits because of American arms sales to Taiwan.

The goal of the admiral’s visit, American officials said, was to establish more candid and more 
frequent discussions with senior Chinese military leaders. Among others, Admiral Locklear met 
with Gen. Lian Guanglie, a member of the Central Military Commission, and with the deputy 
chief of the general staff, Gen. Ma Xiaotian, officials said.

His overall itinerary was similar in some respects to a visit by Defense Minister Ng Eng Hen of 
Singapore, a nation that attempts to balance its relationship between the United States and China. 
But Mr. Ng was accorded a special audience not included in Admiral Locklear’s schedule: a 
session with Xi Jinping, who is expected to become the next leader of China in the fall.

The United States recently announced Singapore had given permission for the United States to 
use its port for four ships for use in coastal waters, called littoral combat ships, new fast vessels 
central to the Obama administration strategy of projecting increased American power in Asia.

Chinese analysts, who often reflect the views of the military, say that the United States, even as it 
talks of cooperation, is essentially trying to contain China’s military ambitions. “Containment is 
a natural subject for China to discuss with Admiral Locklear,” said Shen Dingli, who heads the 
Center for American Studies at Fudan University in Shanghai. “Why else would the United 
States be back and deploy 60 percent of its naval assets from the Middle East to the Pacific?”

On the American side, military experts warn that China’s weaponry soon may be capable of 
threatening American aircraft carriers in the event of war.

“If these rates of growth in military expenditures continue at similar rates in the coming decade, 
while ours decline, the current U.S. regional military advantage will begin to erode,” said Lt. 
Gen. Karl W. Eikenberry, a former American ambassador to Afghanistan who served as defense 
attaché in Beijing.

***********************************************************

Chinese hackers penetrate Indian Navy computer system
(Zee News, 2 JUL 12) 

New Delhi: In a yet another Chinese attempt to dig into the Indian security system on Sunday, a 

group of hackers penetrated the sensitive computer networks in and around Vishakhaptnam, the 

headquarters of the Eastern Naval Command of the Indian Navy, as per a newspaper report. 



An inquiry was launched against the naval officers in the Eastern Naval Command in 

Vishakhaptnam. The hackers planted bugs to extract sensitive data of which the IP address was 

traced to China. 

Around seven months back, a Board of Inquiry (BOI) was ordered against some officers in the 

Eastern Command after it was found that some of the computer systems were bugged and had 

been penetrated by hacker groups, Navy officials said. 

They said the Board of Inquiry has now completed its investigations and has sent its findings to 

the Navy Headquarters which will take a decision on the action to be taken regarding these 

officers on the basis of the BoI recommendations. 

Some data has also been lost and efforts are on to find out the extent to which vital information 

was compromised due to these bugs, officials said. 

They said the bugs were detected during checks carried out by naval cyber security teams. 

However, a Navy spokesperson said the case has got no connection with the INS Arihant as it is 

a totally separate project and has connection with the Eastern naval command. 

This is the second such case of IT security breach which has come to light this year in the Navy 

as another BoI had recommended action against four senior officers for allegedly possessing and 

leaking classified information through social networking sites. 

Four officers from the technical branch were tried by the BoI for allegedly possessing classified 

information on their personal computers. 



They were also found to be sharing this on social networking sites such as Facebook. 

***********************************************************

US Philippines naval exercise start
(Philippine Star, 2 JUL 12) 

GENERAL SANTOS CITY – Hundreds of Filipino and American sailors will conduct 
minesweeping and night sea insertion operations in this year's joint Cooperation Afloat 
Readiness and Training (CARAT), which will also put to test the effectiveness of the multi-
million dollar US and Australian-funded Coast Watch South project in Mindanao Sea.

Lt. Gen. Jorge Segovia, chief the Armed Forces of the Philippines' Eastern Mindanao Command 
(Eastmincom), and Philippine Navy Naval Forces Eastern Mindanao commander Philip Cacayan 
said that mine counter measures and night insertion operations are new naval techniques that are 
being introduced into this year’s joint naval and coast guard drills, which is being held for the 
first time in the sea of Mindanao.

“This year’s naval exercise will involve mine counter-measures and the use of Navy special units 
in naval insertion operations during night time,” Cacayan said as the exercises opened Monday.

Segovia, after officially declaring the exercises open, said the joint naval and coast activities will 
also put to test the effectivity of the Coast Watch South, a sea and land-based and real-time 
monitoring system of all naval activities in the country’s southern backdoor.

The main objective of the Coast Watch South project is to get real-time movements of local and 
foreign terrorists within the country’s porous maritime border with Indonesia and Malaysia.

US Ambassador to the Philippines Harry Thomas, who graced the official opening of the nine-
day naval event, said US sailors and Coast Guard personnel will be interacting with their Filipino 
counterparts on the high seas to further hone their interoperability skills.

Thomas, meanwhile, avoided answering questions involving the current territorial standoff 
between the Philippines and China in Panatag Shoal, particularly on China's warning that it will 
resolutely oppose any provocative actions in its maritime territory.

China claims almost all of South China Sea.



The US ambassador said that the decades-old alliance of the Philippines and the US remains 
strong while reiterating the stand of his government that all territorial disputes in the South China 
Sea must be resolved peacefully.

Singapore-based Rear Admiral Thomas Carney Jr, logistic commander of the Western Pacific 
Command’s 7th Fleet and this year’s US CARAT commander, on the other hand, said that the 
naval exercises has nothing to do with any territorial disputes in the South China Sea (West 
Philippine Sea).

“We’re long way from South China Sea. Nothing in this (joint) exercise would be provocative. 
We are here because the Philippines is a treaty ally,” assured Carney.

The Philippines and China is locked in a tense maritime territorial dispute in Panatag Shoal 
(Scarborough Shoal), which started when two Chinese maritime vessels prevented the Philippine 
Navy from apprehending Chinese fishermen caught fishing illegally in the lagoon of Panatag 
Shoal last April.

***********************************************************
(Saturday Early Bird) 

Environmentalists Knock EPA's OK Of Plan To Sink Navy 
Ships

(Honolulu Star-Advertiser, 29 JUN 12) By William Cole

As the Navy touts upcoming biofuel tests in what it has dubbed the "Great Green Fleet" during 
Rim of the Pacific war games off Hawaii, environmentalists are decrying the planned sinking of 
three old Navy ships as polluting the sea.

The vessels Kilauea, Niagara Falls and Concord are scheduled to be sunk as part of target 
practice during RIMPAC, while the Coronado will be deep-sixed during the exercise Valiant 
Shield later this year, according to a coalition of environmental groups.

The groups maintain that the ships are contaminated with toxic metals and polychlorinated 
biphenyls, based on documentation of contaminants found in more than 100 ships previously 
sunk by the Navy in the past 12 years.



Several decommissioned ships are sunk every two years off Hawaii during RIMPAC with 
missiles, guns, bombs and torpedoes, in target practice that takes place at least 57 miles from 
land and in waters at least 6,000 feet deep, the Navy said.

The environmental groups Basel Action Network, Sierra Club, Earthjustice and Center for 
Biological Diversity jointly condemned the Navy’s shipsinking exercises, which the Navy has 
dubbed “SINKEX.”

“The hypocrisy of the Navy’s new ecological ‘Great Green Fleet’ demonstrating its ‘greenness’ 
by sinking ships containing globally banned pollutants off the coast of Hawaii is particularly 
ironic,” Colby Self of the Basel Action Network’s Green Ship Recycling Campaign said in a 
written statement. “But the realization that this choice by the Navy to dump poisons into the 
marine environment is not only unnecessary, but also is costing Americans hundreds of green 
recycling jobs, makes this SINKEX program both an environmental and an economic insult.”

The Navy is demonstrating a Great Green Fleet by using a 50/50 blend of traditional petroleum-
based fuel and biofuel made from waste cooking oil and algae oil to power some ships and 
aircraft.

The Navy said all the SINKEX vessels are prepared in accordance with a permit issued by the 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. Each ship “is put through a rigorous cleaning process,” 
including the removal of PCBs, transformers and large capacitors, small capacitors to the greatest 
extent practical, trash, floatable materials and materials containing mercury or fluorocarbons, the 
service said.

Petroleum fuel and oils are also cleaned from tanks, piping and reservoirs, the Navy said.

“SINKEX events enhance combat readiness by providing realistic training that cannot be 
duplicated in simulators,” the Navy said.

The Niagara Falls and Concord are Mars-class combat supply ships, while the Kilauea is an 
ammunition ship.

Two years ago during RIMPAC, the retired helicopter carrier New Orleans stayed afloat for 
hours as it was pummeled by at least seven Harpoon anti-ship missiles. An Air Force B-52 
bomber also dropped a laser-guided 500-pound bomb onto the 603-foot amphibious ship, which 
was finished by deck guns from a firing squad of ships from the United States, Japan, Australia, 
Canada and France. The big ship finally went down about 70 miles northwest of Kauai.

In December, the Basel Action Network and Sierra Club sued the EPA for what the groups said 
was the federal agency’s “ongoing failure to adequately regulate a federal ship sinking program 
that pollutes the sea with toxic chemicals.”



The suit claims the EPA fails to adequately regulate the ocean dumping of PCBs, mixtures of 
synthetic organic chemicals that are toxic and dangerous to human health and the environment 
and can accumulate through the marine food chain.

The Associated Press reported that under an agreement with the EPA, the Navy must document 
how much toxic material is removed and how much goes into the sea during the ship sinkings, 
but an AP review of Navy reports since 2000 found incomplete and inconsistent estimates of 
PCBs and other toxins.

Amanda Goodin, an Earthjustice attorney representing the environmental groups in the lawsuit, 
said an injunction has not been sought to stop the RIMPAC sinking exercises.

“Our lawsuit is against EPA, it’s not against the Navy,” Goodin said. “We would like to see the 
Navy not sink these three vessels, certainly, but what we’re asking is for EPA to increase its 
regulation of the sinkings and to require higher levels of remediation.”

***********************************************************
(Sunday Early Bird) 

U.S. Navy Boosting LCS Core Crew Up To 50%

(Defense News, 1 JUL 12) By Christopher P. Cavas

Years after sailors and planners realized the crew size of littoral combat ships was too small, the 
U.S. Navy has decided to increase the number of sailors on the ships.

The changes will be made on the first LCS, the Freedom, starting in July — in time to beef up 
the crews for next year’s 10-month deployment to Singapore.

Twenty additional berths will be permanently installed onboard Freedom — two for officers, two 
for chief petty officers and 16 for other enlisted — but the final manning plan has yet to be 
decided, Rear Adm. Thomas Rowden, the director of surface warfare, said during a June 26 
interview at the Pentagon. The ship right now has a core crew of 40, but because there is no 
manning plan, it’s still unclear how many sailors will be added to the crews.

The added billets “will run the gamut, from support to engineering to operations to boatswain’s 
mates,” Rowden said. “We’ve got to get the right skill set and the right seniority.”



Among the known manning deficiencies is the need for more junior sailors, Rowden said. LCS 
crews tend to be more senior, reflecting the need for sailors with multiple qualifications in a 
small ship.

Sailors also could be added to the mine warfare mission module, he said, in addition to the core 
crew.

Separate from the new manning plan is a recently begun pilot program that added three fresh-cut 
ensigns to each crew “to start expanding our experience base,” Rowden said. “That started with 
the graduation of the most recent classes.”

A final decision by Rowden on Freedom’s revised manning plan is expected before October, 
when the ship is to wrap up a maintenance period and begin preparing for the Singapore mission.

LCSs were intended to operate with a core crew of 40 sailors, plus a mission module detachment 
of 15 and an aviation detachment of 25. Each LCS class — the Freedom (LCS 1) class from 
Lockheed Martin, and the Independence (LCS 2) class from General Dynamics/ Austal USA — 
was designed with a total of 75 or 76 berths, or racks in Navy parlance. The absence of overflow 
space means the ships frequently embark containers fitted out with racks, known as berthing 
modules and carried on the ships’ mission decks.

Accommodations on Freedom are particularly spacious, and all racks in the ships were originally 
limited to two-high arrangements. Designers of both LCS classes, however, anticipated an 
increase in berthing, and the racks were built to be convertible to three-highs.

No decision has yet been made about Independence, said Chris Johnson, a spokesman for Naval 
Sea Systems Command (NAVSEA).

The manning plan for the LCS is relatively complex. Initially, each ship will have two 40-person 
crews — dubbed blue and gold — alternating about every four months. As the number of ships 
increases, a shift will be made to rotational crews, three for every two ships.

In addition to increased berthing arrangements on Freedom, Johnson said, the three-month work 
package beginning July 9 will include upgrades to the Aqueous Film-Forming Foam system, 
improvements to stern ramp fender stanchions, and additional fire suppression sprinklers, tank 
level indicators and pipe hangers. The ship’s retractable bitts will be removed to reduce weight.

In May, Freedom completed a “special trial” assessment by the Board of Inspection and Survey, 
or INSURV, and now is engaging in a brief period of trials and operations to certify and qualify 
systems and the crews’ ability to operate them.



The first stage of developmental testing for the ship’s surface warfare mission package was 
completed June 24, according to NAVSEA. Among the systems tested were the Mark 46 30mm 
gun system and smaller .50-caliber and 7.62mm machine guns, an MH-60R helicopter and an 11-
meter rigid hull inflatable boat.

“Although data collected during testing remains under analysis, the systems accomplished each 
of the challenging test scenarios,” Capt. John Ailes, program manager for LCS Mission Module 
Integration, said in a statement.

A second phase of surface warfare package testing is scheduled to begin in August of next year, 
with operational test and evaluation to begin in January 2014. The system is to be fielded later in 
2014.

Freedom will be pierside at the 32nd Street Naval Station in San Diego beginning July 9 for the 
second and last part of its post-shakedown availability (PSA). No further significant maintenance 
periods are scheduled after the PSA’s scheduled completion Oct. 19, when the ship’s blue and 
gold crews and the mission detachments will need to begin concentrated work-ups prior to 
heading for Singapore in the spring.

***********************************************************
Meet The Next MCPON 
Stevens Praised As Strong Leader With ‘Compassion’ For Sailors 
(NAVY TIMES 09 JUL 12) 

When Navy leaders earlier this year were poised to order fleet wide breath testing to stem 
alcohol abuse, Fleet Master Chief (AW/NAC) Mike Stevens advised them to slow down, saying 
a gradual approach was needed to ensure the right policies and procedures were in place.

They listened, out of respect for the 29-year veteran’s reputation as an effective leader and 
problem-solver. And those same qualities stood out again when Chief of Naval Operations Adm. 
Jon Greenert was looking for a new master chief petty officer of the Navy. On June 27 he 
announced that Stevens, 47, would replace current MCPON (SS/SW) Rick West at the end of 
September.

In interviews with Navy Times, those who know him described Stevens, currently Fleet 
Forces Command’s top enlisted sailor in Norfolk, Va., as a “no brainer” for the job.

“Throughout my career, and every sailor’s career, we’ve had chief petty officers take care of 
and shape us,” Greenert said. “Master Chief Stevens has the leadership and experience to keep us 
on course and on speed. I look forward to working closely with him.” Stevens declined to say 
what his agenda would be when he takes over as the 13th MCPON, but told Navy Times 
accountability would drive his approach to the job.

“We all have a role and each is equally important to completing the mission,” he said. “What 
I expect from myself is to be accountable to the Navy, to those both up and down the chain of 
command, as I am their servant. I expect them to hold me accountable for my job as I will hold 
them accountable for theirs.” That’s the same approach he’s used throughout his career, 



according to those who know him. They call him a tireless advocate for sailors, equally 
comfortable mentoring both up and down the chain of command, who’s not afraid to speak up 
when he sees something that isn’t right.

“That’s just Mike,” said Cmdr. Jeff Cole, a former enlisted sailor and helicopter pilot who 
served with Stevens as a young officer. “Honestly, he hasn’t changed his leadership style any as 
he’s gone from E-5 and E-6 all the way to fleet master chief. He’s still the same person, and he 
still works issues the way he’s always worked them.” Stevens’ communications skills help him 
get things done, Cole said. “He can talk to the officers as easily as he does the junior sailors, 
there’s no difference,” he said. “He’s also not afraid to speak up to leadership when necessary.” 
Being able to relate to people on a basic level and put them at ease is what’s propelled Stevens 
from the flight line as an aircraft mechanic to the top fleet job, said retired Fleet Master Chief 
(SS/SW/AW/PJ) Mike McCalip, who watched and mentored Stevens as a master chief making 
the transition into the command leadership ranks.

“He has a very rare instinct with people because he can talk to them and almost immediately 
figure out exactly how to get his point across in a way that [the] person gets it immediately,” 
McCalip said. “It’s not something that’s taught, it’s part of who he is, but it’s made him a very 
effective leader at all levels.” It’s also made him very effective in dishing out “tough love,” too, 
Cole said, but always with respect and dignity and usually in private. “Used to be, a chief would 
take you out back and give you the woodshed talk, and it could be rough,” Cole said. “Mike does 
that, but he does it without the big stick, and he believes all chiefs need to learn that language — 
how make you realize and make a course correction without feeling like [you’ve] been through 
the woodshed.” Those skills, along with a mechanic’s instinct have also shaped how he 
approaches problems, both Cole and McCalip say.

“His gut might lead him initially in identifying a problem,” McCalip said. “But he also is 
driven by the data — he’s very good at blending those two together.” “I think our experience 
gives us all the ability to have a gut feeling, but I’m careful not to act on gut feeling alone,” 
Stevens said. “But, it’s that gut feeling that leads me to find data, information and evidence that 
helps me define it so before I go to my boss and say we have a problem, I’m going to be able to 
support that issue with those facts.” But he also says that he’s not too quick to bring in the big 
guns.

“I’m a big believer in personal accountability,” he said. “Before I’ll take it up the chain, I 
need to make sure that I know and understand that I and my people have already done everything 
we can first. I have always made sure that what was brought to leadership’s attention was facts, 
what they needed to know to act — it’s my job to ensure they don’t have to sort through it all 
themselves.” It’s this process, Cole said, that makes Stevens more effective when he must go 
“toe to toe.” “He doesn’t ever just come with the problem, he always comes with a plan, and 
he’ll tell you if you’re going off track and you’re doing something that’s not going to be right,” 
Cole said. “But again, even if what he’s proposing seems to be bucking the system, he has a way 
of presenting that information so it doesn’t appear he’s bucking the system and makes all 
involved feel a part of the solution.” That’s what happened with the breath-testing plan, where 
Stevens was among the chiefs who privately raised objections with Navy leaders and suggested a 
more gradual approach run by Fleet Forces Command that would include careful monitoring of 



testing and sharing of information by commanders involved before rolling out the process fleet 
wide.

“It’s that kind of input we want and expect from our senior enlisted,” said Juan Garcia, 
assistant secretary of the Navy for manpower and reserve affairs. “We welcomed what he 
brought to the table, immediately saw the value it and acted quickly on those recommendations.” 
Stevens has fully backed West’s efforts to tighten standards in the senior enlisted ranks and has 
said he believes chiefs should be held to a higher standard and deserve more serious punishments 
when they fall short because of the positions of responsibility they hold.

When bad incidents come to light, Stevens says they can be used as teaching moments for 
others — as was the case when misbehavior and bullying within the chiefs’ mess on the 
destroyer Stout led to the firing of the command master chief and other senior enlisted sailors.

“Just to be a chief petty officer is a privilege in itself and comes with it a great 
responsibility,” Stevens told Navy Times in April 2011. “We have to understand that our conduct 
needs to be of the highest standards. Because it’s our conduct that, in part, allows our sailors to 
trust us as leaders.” Added West: “I’m confident he will be a tremendous adviser to the CNO and 
a tireless advocate for our sailors. He understands the issues and can effectively carry the baton 
forward as our Navy confronts new challenges.” His example has also inspired those in his 
family, too.

His younger brother, John, followed him both into the Navy and into aviation maintenance 
and retired as a lieutenant commander after 25 years. His son, Shane, served four years as a 
cryptologic technician (collection), and left the Navy to get a master’s degree at Florida State 
University on the GI Bill. He now works for ABS Consulting in Washington.

Stevens, his wife, Theresa, and their 5-pound Chihuahua, Beboo — short for Betty Boop — 
live simply. Since 2006, they make their home in a 37-foot recreational vehicle trailer that can be 
towed by his pickup truck.

“It’s comfortable and it’s enough,” he said. 
Path to leadership 
Stevens took an unusual path to the Navy’s top enlisted job. He entered the service in 1983 

after finishing high school in his hometown of Arlee, Mont. He spent boot camp in San Diego 
and went to Aviation Structural Mechanic School in Millington, Tenn., eventually becoming a 
qualified air crewman and enlisted aviation warfare specialist as well as an aircraft mechanic.

After two fleet tours in patrol squadrons, Stevens spent five months in the reserves in 
Minnesota before returning to active duty, convinced his place was in the Navy. He retrained in 
helicopters and transferred to Helicopter Mine Countermeasures Squadron 14 in Norfolk in 
1989.

“Ever since I was young boy in Montana, I’ve always had a feeling that I’ve been called to 
service,” Stevens said. “People who know me, I wouldn’t say they would necessarily think of me 
as a simple person, but I’m a person [who] focuses on the real issues, and I try not to get 
distracted by things that are not relevant.” Cole said Stevens, then a first class, was an active 
leader in the squadron — always walking around his shop and sticking his nose into what his 
sailors were doing.



He made master chief in October 2002 and was assigned to Fleet Composite Squadron 8 in 
Roosevelt Roads, Puerto Rico, as both the maintenance master chief and the command master 
chief.

A year and a half later, Stevens transferred to Naval Air Station Pensacola, Fla., where he 
first worked maintenance issues but later became the CMC. It wasn’t until the end of that tour 
that he attended the Senior Enlisted Academy in Newport R.I., normally a prerequisite for getting 
a CMC job.

Since then, he’s been the top enlisted sailor at HM-14 and Helicopter Sea Combat Wing 
Atlantic, both in Norfolk.

His first fleet job came in January 2009, when he became 2nd Fleet’s command master chief. 
He was named Fleet Forces Command’s top sailor in August 2010, the 16th to hold the job.

At 2nd Fleet, he was known as “Mr. Attention to Detail,” and “Mr. Follow-up” according to 
now retired Senior Chief Culinary Specialist (SW) Edward Sivells.

“I know personally the compassion he has for the deck-plate sailor,” Sivells said. “But he’s 
all about accountability and he believes that chiefs are ultimately responsible for training and 
leading from the front.” Now-retired Master Chief Petty Officer of the Navy (SW/FMF) Joe 
Campa said Stevens really blossomed as he moved up in the command master chief ranks and 
was on many radar screens long before he rose to the Fleet Forces job.

“What strikes you most, once you get to know him, is he is well-connected with his sailors 
and chiefs’ mess,” Campa said. “Yes, he can come across as a bit quiet when you meet him 
initially, but that low-key presence is actually his strength because he’s a really good listener, and 
that’s key to being successful in command leadership jobs at this level.” Campa said Stevens was 
brought to his attention by those in his leadership mess when discussions were held to fill key 
senior enlisted positions. He remembers spending time with Stevens while he was at HM-14, 
saying: “He knows how to do it right and stand up to his leadership when he feels senior enlisted 
perspective is needed.”  

***********************************************************
23 States Ease Professional Licensing Rules For Spouses 
(NAVY TIMES 09 JUL 12) By Karen Jowers

Twelve more states have adopted laws to make it easier for military spouses to have portable 
careers, more than doubling the number since February, when first lady Michelle Obama began 
to draw attention to the issue.

That means 23 states now have laws to address problems spouses can face when they try to 
bring one state’s license or certification to another state when they move with their service 
member. Those problems affect an estimated 100,000 spouses: teachers, child care workers, 
nurses, speech pathologists, physical therapists and counselors, to name a few.

“It’s a major headache and even a disincentive to work in a profession that a spouse 
sometimes trains to work [in] for years,” said Brad Cooper, executive director of Joining Forces.

“We’re just thrilled,” said Karen Golden, government relations deputy director for military 
family issues for the Military Officers Association of America. “The Joining Forces initiative, 
DoD state liaison office and all the partners are making great progress in securing legislation to 



help military spouses. Career portability is an issue for spouses. It can have an impact on 
retention.” The Defense Department’s state liaison office has been working on this issue since 
2008. By February, 11 states had adopted legislation supporting license portability in different 
ways. For example, Illinois’ legislation, signed June 26 and taking effect Jan. 1, offers six-month 
temporary expedited licenses for spouses and veterans who have separated in the past two years 
when they move to the state. This allows them to work while they fulfill the requirements of a 
permanent license.

DoD officials appreciate states’ creativity is solving the problem, said Marcus Beauregard, 
chief of DoD’s state liaison office. States are balancing their responsibility to make sure 
standards are upheld within these professions, while finding ways to help spouses, he said.

Another seven states have introduced legislation. The first lady has said the administration’s 
goal is to have all 50 states adopt licensing laws by 2014.

***********************************************************
How The Navy Protects America
(THE BOSTON GLOBE 29 JUN 12) By Admiral Mark Ferguson, Vice Chief of Naval 
Operations
America needs a strong Navy now more than ever.
America’s Navy is our nation’s front line in war and in peace, operating on, above and below the 
sea. Think of the Navy as America’s “away team,” deployed around the world, protecting our 
freedom and defending our nation’s interests every day.
This year marks the bicentennial of the War of 1812 and many of the qualities that shaped and 
helped the Navy win 200 years ago still hold true today: the fighting spirit and boldness of the 
Navy’s dailors, the Navy’s innovation and technological supremacy, the direct link between a 
strong Navy ensuring free trade and a prosperous, and the Navy’s key role in preserving 
American sovereignty.
During the War of 1812, America called on the Navy and its warfighting sailors to preserve our 
country’s security and prosperity. Two hundred years later, that tradition continues. 
Today, Navy ships fight on the sea; Navy submarines fight under the sea; and Navy aircraft fight 
over the sea, taking off from and landing on Navy aircraft carriers. 
This ability to act from the sea is critical to national security. It gives the Navy the power to 
protect America’s interests — anywhere, anytime. The United States is a maritime nation, 
bounded by oceans on both sides. Consider a few facts. Water covers about 70 percent of the 
earth’s surface. Approximately 80 percent of the world’s population lives near the sea, and about 
90 percent of all world trade by volume travels by sea.
In other words, what happens on the sea matters. It matters to world peace. It matters to our 
economy and to the preservation of international peace and prosperity. It also matters to our 
national defense. A strong Navy is necessary to preserve the American way of life.
The Navy has never been more in demand. The president’s national security strategy emphasizes 
our commitment in the Asia-Pacific and Middle East regions — vast, maritime areas of the world 
ideally suited for naval operations and in which the Navy maintains a robust presence. Elsewhere 
in the world, we face diverse challenges. We are a nation at war. We face a terrorist network that 



has attacked our country before, and vows to do so again. Unstable regimes are developing 
nuclear weapons. Rising powers have begun military buildups to match their economic growth. 
Weak and failed states create havens for groups that seek to do us harm, such as Al Qaeda in 
Afghanistan and Somali pirates. Climate change is creating new conflicts, as melting in the 
Arctic generates disputes over shipping lanes and oil supplies previously locked in ice. 
The Navy is ideally suited for this kind of world because the Navy is fast, flexible and by its very 
nature, ready and operating forward. Our ships, submarines and aircraft can go anywhere on the 
sea on short notice, and they can do all of their work from the sea.
From the sea, Navy ships and submarines can destroy targets located far inland. They don’t need 
airstrips on the ground and can take off from aircraft carriers.
From the sea, Navy SEAL teams can carry out special operations worldwide. In a humanitarian 
crisis like the devastating earthquake and tsunami that struck northern Japan last year, or the 
earthquake which ravaged Haiti in 2010, the Navy can deliver relief supplies and provide 
medical care.
On any given day, the Navy has the ability to attack a terrorist camp, capture a pirate vessel, and 
deliver emergency relief, all in different parts of the world. Being able to do all of these things 
from the sea is important, as we may not be able to get another country’s permission to come 
ashore.
Our ready force also requires us to be smart about how we power our ships, aircraft and 
submarines. That’s why the Navy is a leader in pursuing our warfighting advantage through 
innovation in and efficiency with energy. We have tripled our solar energy use, and we are 
exploring wind, geothermal and hydrothermal power. These initiatives will not only give us a 
warfighting advantage in the next war, they may help avoid it altogether.
In today’s world, our Navy must operate forward and always be ready to protect power in a fast 
and flexible manner. This requires warfighters who are highly trained, highly motivated, and 
courageous — sailors who are capable of meeting any challenge. It requires the best sailors in 
the world — the men and women of your United States Navy.
Adm. Mark Ferguson, vice chief of naval operations, is the senior Navy representative for 
Boston Navy Week, June 29-July 6.
***********************************************************
'Green Fleet' Sails, Meets Stiff Headwinds In Congress

(Reuters, 2 JUL 12) By David Alexander

WASHINGTON -- A U.S. Navy oiler slipped away from a fuel depot on the Puget Sound in 
Washington state one recent day, headed toward the central Pacific and into the storm over the 
Pentagon's controversial green fuels initiative.

In its tanks, the USNS Henry J. Kaiser carried nearly 900,000 gallons of biofuel blended with 
petroleum to power the cruisers, destroyers and fighter jets of what the Navy has taken to calling 
the "Great Green Fleet," the first carrier strike group to be powered largely by alternative fuels.



Conventionally powered ships and aircraft in the strike group will burn the blend in an 
operational setting for the first time this month during the 20-nation Rim of the Pacific exercise, 
the largest annual international maritime warfare maneuvers. The six-week exercise began on 
Friday.

The Pentagon hopes it can prove the Navy looks as impressive burning fuel squeezed from seeds, 
algae and chicken fat as it does using petroleum.

But the demonstration, years in the making, may be a Pyrrhic victory.

Some Republican lawmakers have seized on the fuel's $26-a-gallon price, compared to $3.60 for 
conventional fuel. They paint the program as a waste of precious funds at a time when the U.S. 
government's budget remains severely strained, the Pentagon is facing cuts and energy 
companies are finding big quantities of oil and gas in the United States.

Navy Secretary Ray Mabus, the program's biggest public booster, calls it vital for the military's 
energy security.

But to President Barack Obama's critics, it is an opportunity to accuse the U.S. leader of pushing 
green energy policies even if they don't make economic sense. The bankruptcy of government-
funded solar panel maker Solyndra last year was a previous example of that, they say.

The U.S. Defense, Energy and Agriculture departments are jointly sponsoring a half-a-billion-
dollar initiative to foster a competitive biofuels industry. Mabus and his counterparts at the 
departments of Energy and Agriculture are due to announce new investments in biofuels industry 
on Monday.

Senator John McCain, the top Republican on the Senate Armed Services Committee, expressed 
outrage over the costs of the fuel at a hearing earlier this year.

"I don't believe it's the job of the Navy to be involved in building ... new technologies," he said. 
"I don't believe we can afford it."

Field of dreams?

The biofuels effort is one of the most ambitious Pentagon energy programs since then-Defense 
Secretary Donald Rumsfeld set up a task force in 2006 to find ways to reduce the military's fossil 
fuels dependency, involving more than 300,000 barrels a day.

"The reason we're doing this is that we simply buy too many fossil fuels from either actually or 
potentially volatile places on earth," Mabus told a conference on climate and security last month.



He says the Pentagon can use its buying muscle - it is the largest single consumer of petroleum in 
the world - to guarantee the demand needed for biofuel businesses to produce at a scale that will 
eventually drive down costs.

"We use 2 percent of all the fossil fuels that the United States uses," Mabus told the conference. 
"And one of the things that this means is that we can bring the market. And to paraphrase the old 
'Field of Dreams' line, if the Navy comes, they will build it."

Mabus, a former Mississippi governor and ambassador to Saudi Arabia, aims for biofuels to 
supply about half of the Navy's non-nuclear fuel needs by 2020, about 8 million barrels a year.

His main tool in pushing the effort is the Defense Production Act, a measure passed in 1950 in 
the early stages of the Korean War to help the president mobilize the civilian economy for the 
war effort.

The act lets the Pentagon provide funding or loan guarantees to ensure production of critical 
defense needs. Since the 1970s it has been used to do things like bolster beryllium production 
and develop a specialized integrated circuit.

At what cost?

But the initial small-batch cost of some biofuels has raised eyebrows on Capitol Hill, even 
among lawmakers used to dealing with billion-dollar defense cost overruns.

The Pentagon paid Solazyme Inc $8.5 million in 2009 for 20,055 gallons of biofuel based on 
algae oil, or $424 a gallon.

Solazyme's strategic advisers, according to its website, include T.J. Glauthier, who served on 
Obama's White House Transition team and dealt with energy issues, but also former CIA director 
R. James Woolsey, a conservative national security official.

For the Great Green Fleet demonstration, the Pentagon paid $12 million for 450,000 gallons of 
biofuel, nearly $27 a gallon. There were eight bidders for that contract, it said.

Republican lawmakers are pushing measures that would bar the Navy from spending funds on 
alternative fuels that are not priced competitively with petroleum and are accusing Mabus of 
failing to provide Congress with a full analysis of the cost and time it would take to create.

"They couldn't answer some of the very fundamental questions that you would want on that 
issue," said Randy Forbes, a Republican on the House Armed Services Committee who says 
studies show that biofuels would always be more expensive than petroleum.



Mabus rejects the criticism, saying that as production rises, costs will come down. He notes that 
prices have fallen dramatically over the past few years, even with the Navy buying only small 
test batches of alternative fuels.

"Of course it costs more," he told the climate conference. "It's a new technology. If we didn't pay 
a little bit more for new technologies, we'd still be using typewriters instead of computers. ... And 
the Navy would never have bought a nuclear submarine, which still costs four to five times more 
than a conventional submarine."

Chicken fat

Alternative fuel manufacturers see two promising avenues for creating so-called "drop-in" fuels 
that can be used in petroleum engines without any changes to the system. For now, they both 
have drawbacks.

One, called the Fischer-Tropsch process, is used to convert coal, natural gas or biomass into 
fuels. But the side effect is high levels of greenhouse gas emissions, said James Bartis, an energy 
researcher at the RAND Corporation think tank who has analyzed the Pentagon's alternative fuel 
effort.

Alternatively, lipids and fatty acids produced by animals and plants can be treated with hydrogen 
in a refinery process similar to that used for oil to produce fuel, Bartis said.

Camelina seeds, rendered chicken fat and algae oils are some substances currently being used in 
this process, and they produce a very clean-burning fuel, Bartis said.

The problem, he said, is that most of the seed- and animal-based oils cannot be produced at the 
scales the Pentagon needs.

The United States consumes about 19 million barrels of oil per day, with the Pentagon using 
about 321,000 barrels per day in 2011. Bartis estimated maximum fuel production using chicken 
fat would be about 30,000 barrels per day, while camelina seed might eventually produce 40,000 
to 50,000 barrels daily.

"That's a drop in the bucket," he said. "It's a dead end. You can't make much."

He said algae appeared to offer the best potential for large-scale production, but current efforts 
were aimed at genetically modifying algae to be more efficient.

"It's not a tomorrow problem," he said. "It's a decade away."

All of the above



The Navy disagrees. Instead of focusing on one feedstock, it is pursuing an all-of-the-above 
approach, open to using any biofuel that meets its specifications, regardless of whether it is 
produced with seed oil, animal fat or woody biomass.

"We need to pursue all the ones that seem to have promise to be able to deliver for us," said Tom 
Hicks, deputy assistant secretary of the Navy for energy. "What we're trying to say is if it can 
meet the criteria that we have ... then we're an interested buyer. And so that leaves open a whole 
range of opportunities."

So far the Navy has used fuels based on algae, camelina, agricultural waste oils and food waste 
oils, Hicks said in an interview. Municipal solid waste could be an option at some point, as could 
woody biomass, he said.

He said researchers estimate that some biofuels could be cost-competitive before the end of the 
decade once they move to large-scale production.

A Defense Department study conducted with LMI consulting last year noted the Pentagon could 
take steps, like long-term contracting, that would speed up creation of a competitive biofuels 
market by providing certainty to growers and helping manufacturers gain access to capital to 
build refineries.

"Although DoD has requested 20-year contracting authority, similar commercial industry efforts 
have suggested that even 10 years would represent the tipping point for more mature renewable 
fuel producers to obtain financing to build the necessary infrastructure and plants," the report 
said.

Some industry participants believe Mabus is correct in asserting that the Navy's purchasing clout 
and other powers can be used to create a breakthrough in the biofuels industry that will 
eventually lead to competitive pricing.

"We've actually looked at that precise question and we believe they can in fact create that 
market," said Dr. Ray Johnson, a senior vice president at Lockheed Martin, which is looking at 
investing in the Navy's proposals.

Mabus remains undeterred in his pursuit of alternative fuel.

The Navy has been at the forefront of energy innovation for over a hundred years, Mabus says, 
transitioning from sail, to coal, to oil and then to nuclear from the 1850s to the 1950s.

"Every single time there were naysayers," he said recently. "And every single time, every single 
time, those naysayers have been wrong, and they're going to be wrong again this time."



Early Bird 
Pentagon budget set to shrink next year 
(Washington Post 26 JAN 12) By Craig Whitlock 
 
The Pentagon budget will actually shrink next year, for the first time since 1998, under a 
proposal released by the Obama administration that will cut the size of the Army and Marine 
Corps, trim the number of fighter aircraft and ships, and seek congressional approval for another 
round of military base closures. 
 
The cuts are part of a broader effort by the Pentagon to decrease its projected spending by $487 
billion over the next 10 years, in accordance with a deficit-reduction deal President Obama 
reached with Congress in August. 
 
The budget is also an attempt to realign the Pentagon’s accounts with Obama’s new military 
strategy, which he unveiled this month and which seeks to “rebalance” the armed forces toward 
Asia while maintaining their presence in the Middle East, principally to deter Iran. 
 
Under the proposal, the military will spend more on unmanned vehicles and Special Operations 
Forces that require a relatively small footprint, while shrinking the size of the ground forces that 
it had relied on to fight land wars and counterinsurgency missions in Iraq and Afghanistan. 
 
Defense Secretary Leon E. Panetta called the cutbacks a “difficult undertaking” but said officials 
“would not hollow out the force” or slash overall military capabilities. 
 
“We have developed a complete package, aligned to achieve our strategic aims,” he said, 
according to remarks he prepared for a 2 p.m. news conference. 
 
Many of the cutbacks had been foreshadowed in recent months or previously reported. And 
while defense officials said they would be a challenge to implement, many analysts characterized 
them as relatively manageable. 
 
The proposed budget, however, could be a precursor to much steeper cuts a year from now. 
Under Obama’s deal with Congress, an additional $600 billion in reductions over 10 years will 
be triggered unless the two sides can come up with an alternative plan to contain federal 
spending by January 2013. Panetta has called the trigger “catastrophic” and warned that it would 
“hollow out the force.” 
 
On Thursday, Panetta said the Obama administration would ask Congress to establish a new 
Base Closure and Realignment Commission, which would enforce another round of military base 
closures nationwide. The last round of base closures was approved by Congress in 2005. 
 
He also said he would ask Congress to approve a separate commission to authorize reductions in 
military pay and retirement benefits, which have accounted for an increasingly steep share of the 
defense budget. 
 



Most affected by Obama’s proposed 2013 budget is the Army, which will see the number of 
active-duty soldiers decline from 547,000 today to 490,000 over the next five years. The Marine 
Corps will also absorb substantial cuts, from 202,000 active-duty Marines to 182,000. 
 
Most of those troop reductions had already been planned, but the new budget extends them for 
the Army. Panetta noted that the Army and Marine Corps will still both be slightly larger than 
they were in 2001, before the invasion of Afghanistan and subsequent war in Iraq. 
 
The Air Force will also take a hit. The Pentagon announced plans to eliminate six of its 60 
tactical air squadrons. Each has from 18 to 24 fighter aircraft, mostly F-15s or F-16s. 
 
The Air Force will also be forced to retire 27 aging C-5A transport aircraft and 65 C-130 
Hercules airlift planes. Pentagon officials said they could afford to take them out of service given 
the end of the war in Iraq and troop drawdowns in Afghanistan. 
 
The Navy will also be forced to shrink the size of its fleet. It will have to retire seven cruisers 
earlier than expected, as well as drag out production of a Virginia-class submarine and a large-
deck amphibious ship. It will also cut back production of two Littoral Combat Ships and eight 
Joint High Speed Vessels. 
 
Those reductions mean that the Navy’s plans to expand to 313 ships overall by 2020 are now in 
doubt. It currently has a fleet of 285 ships. 
 
At the same time, however, the Navy will maintain 11 aircraft carriers for the foreseeable future, 
something that some analysts — as well as former defense secretary Robert Gates — had 
questioned the need for. 
 
Although the defense budget would decline next year, to $525 billion from this year’s $531 
billion, it would inch upward in constant dollars between 1 percent and 2 percent annually 
thereafter under Obama’s plans. 
 
Factoring in inflation, the Pentagon will effectively be forced to freeze its spending for the 
foreseeable future, a far cry from the hefty annual raises it had become accustomed to since 
2001. 
 
Also declining will be a separate budget dedicated to the cost of fighting the wars in Iraq, 
Afghanistan and certain other overseas operations. Obama is asking Congress for $88 billion for 
the Afghan war next year, down from $115 billion in the current fiscal year, which included the 
costs of winding down the war in Iraq. 
 
******************************** 
 
Navy Avoids Most Of Pentagon’s Latest Cuts 
(NAVY TIMES 26 JAN 12) By Christopher P. Cavas 
  



The U.S. fleet keeps its 11 aircraft carriers as well as its 10 air wings. About a third of the fleet of 
22 cruisers — seven ships — will be decommissioned early. A number of shipbuilding programs 
or hulls will be pushed back, but not — apparently — killed. And there was no mention of 
reductions in any Navy aviation program. 
 
All in all, as expected, no Navy program suffered a severe blow from the Pentagon’s 2013 
budget-cutting ax. 
 
Defense Secretary Leon Panetta’s presentation Thursday afternoon, along with an accompanying 
briefing document, at least filled in the blanks on a number of Navy-related force structure and 
procurement issues: 

 Procurement of the SSBN(X) Ohio-class replacement submarine will be pushed back 
from 2019 to 2021. 

“The schedule, as it was, was an aggressive one, maybe even verging on optimistic,” Deputy 
Defense Secretary Ashton Carter told reporters. “From a managerial point this is a better place to 
be.” The choice was “not a strategic decision,” he emphasized. 

 One SSN 774 Virginia-class attack submarine was shifted beyond the future years 
defense plan (FYDP), which extends to fiscal 2017. The service had planned to order two 
subs per year from 2013 through 2016. 

 Future Virginia-class submarines will have “design changes to increase cruise missile 
capacity.” Submarine builder General Dynamics and the Navy have been developing a 
Virginia Payload Module fitted with four new Virginia Payload Tubes, each capable of 
carrying and launching six cruise missiles. The briefing did not mention when the 
changes would take effect, but submarine officials have been aiming at the Block 5 
submarine procurement to begin in 2019. 

 The current big-deck amphibious assault ship force of nine ships will be maintained, 
although two older LSD 41-class landing ship docks will be decommissioned early. The 
next assault ship to be ordered, LHA 7, will slide from 2016 to 2017. 

 Two Littoral Combat Ships and eight Joint High Speed Vessels will be “reduced” from 
the FYDP. There is no mention of cutting the ships from the overall buy, so they may be 
shifted later in the shipbuilding plan. A Navy spokesman said the Navy “remains 
committed to the 55-ship LCS fleet.” 
 

But a service spokesperson declined to restate the Navy’s commitment to the existing 10-ship 
JHSV program. “Those details will be released on Feb. 13 with the president’s budget,” said Lt. 
Courtney Hillson. 
 
The budget briefing document noted that funds will be requested “to forward-station Littoral 
Combat Ships in Singapore and patrol craft in Bahrain.” The first LCS, Freedom — one of only 
two LCSs in commission — will make a cruise later this year to Singapore, but will be fitted 
only with a demonstration mission module, not one of the mine-warfare or anti-submarine 
warfare modules the Navy urgently needs the ships to carry out. 
 
Development of those LCS mission modules is continuing, and is perhaps the reason for a 
reference elsewhere in the document about protecting “anti-submarine warfare and counter-mine 
capabilities.” 



 
The seven Ticonderoga-class Aegis cruisers to be decommissioned include six ships not yet 
upgraded with ballistic missile defense capabilities and one ship with BMD but “in need of 
costly hull repairs.” The Navy has not yet identified the individual ships. 
 
The briefing document also notes that the budget will fund “development of a new afloat-
forward staging base that can be dedicated to support missions in areas where ground-based 
access is not available, such as counter-mine operations.” No further details were available. 
The new budget will also ask for funds to support design of a “conventional prompt-strike option 
from submarines.” 
 
Earlier proposals by the George W. Bush administration to develop conventional warheads for 
submarine-launched Trident nuclear ballistic missiles were rebuffed by critics who questioned 
how other nations could tell the difference between a nuclear or conventional weapon launch. 
But developments in new technologies and the missile’s trajectory are behind the request, the 
Pentagon’s top uniformed officer said. 
 
The conventional weapon “has a lower trajectory” that will help avoid confusion about mistaking 
it for a nuclear weapon, said Army Gen. Martin Dempsey, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. 
“There are issues beyond that,” he admitted, “but technology is behind it.” 
 
The senior Pentagon officials made no mention of the Navy’s long-standing goal of a 313-ship 
Navy, nor for prospects of reaching that goal. 
 
************************************ 
 
Panetta announces plan for defense cuts that would shrink ground forces, 
retire some planes 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 26 JAN 12) By Robert Burns and Donna Cassata 
 
WASHINGTON  - Pentagon leaders outlined a plan Thursday for absorbing $487 billion in 
defense cuts over the coming decade by shrinking U.S. ground forces, slowing the purchase of a 
next-generation stealth fighter and retiring older planes and ships. 
 
In a bid to pre-empt election-year Republican criticism, Defense Secretary Leon Panetta said the 
plan shifts the Pentagon's focus from the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan to future challenges in 
Asia, the Mideast and in cyberspace. More special operations forces like the Navy SEALs who 
killed Osama bin Laden will be available around the world, he said. 
 
"We believe this is a balanced and complete package," Panetta told a news conference, with 
Army Gen. Martin Dempsey, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, at his side. 
 
Some lawmakers were quick to dispute him. 
 



"Taking us back to a pre-9/11 military force structure places our country in grave danger," said 
Sen. John Cornyn, R-Texas, a member of the Senate Armed Services Committee that will hold 
hearings on the Pentagon budget plan. 
 
Sen. John McCain, R-Ariz., said the Panetta plan "ignores the lessons of history." He said it 
provides for a military that is "too small to respond effectively to events that may unfold over the 
next few years." 
 
Dempsey, however, said the military is united in its support for the new approach. 
 
"This budget is a first step -- it's a down payment -- as we transition from an emphasis on today's 
wars to preparing for future challenges," he said, adding, "This budget does not lead to a military 
in decline." 
 
Panetta announced that the administration will request a 2013 budget of $525 billion, plus 
another $88 billion for operations in Afghanistan. Combined, those totals are about $33 billion 
less than the Pentagon is spending this year. 
 
Panetta said, however, that the Pentagon's base budget will grow to $567 billion in 2017. At that 
point, the cumulative budgets over five years would be $259 billion less than had been planned 
before the administration struck a deficit-cutting deal with Congress last summer that requires 
projected defense spending to be reduced by $487 billion by 2022. 
 
Among the details Panetta disclosed: 
 
The Army would shrink by 80,000 soldiers, from 570,000 today to 490,000 by 2017. That is 
slightly larger than the Army on 9/11. 
 
The Marine Corps would drop from today's 202,000 to 182,000 -- also above the level on 9/11. 
 
The Air Force would retire some older planes including about two dozen C-5A cargo aircraft and 
65 of its oldest C-130 cargo planes. 
 
The Navy would keep a fleet of 11 aircraft carriers but retire seven cruisers earlier than planned. 
It also would delay purchase of some other ships, including a new Virginia-class submarine. 
 
Purchase of F-35 stealth fighter jets, to be fielded by the Air Force, Navy and Marine Corps, 
would be slowed. 
 
Current plans for building a new generation of submarines that carry long-range nuclear missiles 
would be delayed by two years. The current fleet of nuclear-capable bombers and land-based 
nuclear missiles would be left unchanged. 
 
Military pay raises will remain on track until 2015, when the pace of increase will be slowed by 
an undetermined amount. 
 



President Barack Obama will ask Congress to approve a new round of domestic base closures, 
although the timing of this was left vague and there is little chance that lawmakers would agree 
to this in a presidential election year. 
 
The defense spending plan is scheduled to be submitted to Congress as part of the 
administration's full 2013 budget on Feb. 13. 
 
Prominent in the Obama plan is a renewed focus on Asia, where China's rapid military 
modernization has raised worry in Washington and rattled U.S. allies. 
 
The Pentagon has embraced a proposal by special operations chief Adm. Bill McRaven to send 
more manpower and equipment to worldwide "Theater Special Operations Commands" to strike 
back wherever threats arise, according to a senior defense official who spoke to The Associated 
Press and to other current and former U.S. officials briefed on the program. The officials spoke 
on condition of anonymity because the details of the proposal are still being worked out, 
including how fast the changes could be made. 
 
The stepped-up network would put top special operations personnel closer to the problems they 
face, better able to launch unilateral raids like this week's Somalia mission. McRaven also wants 
the newly invigorated commands to build new relationships with foreign armies to help them 
lead their own operations, the senior defense official said. 
 
Panetta also has made clear the administration will resist any effort to shrink the Navy's fleet of 
aircraft carriers. He said last weekend while on board the fleet's oldest carrier, the USS 
Enterprise, that keeping 11 of the warships is a "long-term commitment" that Obama believes is 
important to keeping the peace. 
 
"Our view is that the carriers, because of their presence, because of the power they represent, are 
a very important part of our ability to maintain power projection both in the Pacific and in the 
Middle East," he said. 
 
Obama has said he hopes to further reduce the size of the U.S. nuclear arsenal, but Panetta said 
the basic structure -- a "triad" of land, sea and air nuclear forces -- will be maintained. The 
Pentagon said it will study the potential to shrink that force later. 
 
The defense budget is being reshaped in the midst of a presidential contest in which Obama 
seeks to portray himself as a forward-looking commander in chief focusing on new security 
threats. Republicans want to cast him as weak on defense. 
 
Obama has highlighted his national security successes -- the killing of Osama bin Laden, the 
death of senior al-Qaida leaders and the demise of Libya's Moammar Gadhafi -- to counter 
Republican criticism. He also has emphasized the completion of the U.S. troop withdrawal from 
Iraq and the start of a drawdown in Afghanistan as turning points that offer new opportunities to 
scale back defense spending. 
 



But several congressional Republicans see a political opening in challenging the reductions in 
projected military spending that the GOP and Obama agreed to last summer as part of a deal to 
raise the nation's borrowing authority. They've echoed Obama's potential presidential rivals Mitt 
Romney, Newt Gingrich and Rick Santorum, who plead for fiscal austerity but contend that 
sizable cuts would gut the military. 
 
 
*********************************************** 
 
Budgeting for a new military vision 
(CNN 26 JAN 12) By Larry Shaughnessy 
 
Secretary of Defense Leon Panetta unveiled details of a budget plan that slices half a trillion 
dollars in spending over the next 10 years and serves as blueprint for the administration's vision 
of how America's military needs to change. 
 
The savings would begin in October, the start of fiscal year 2013. 
 
Panetta, speaking Thursday at the Pentagon, said he will request a total budget that is $33 billion 
smaller than the current one. All told, his plan meets Congress's mandate to reduce Pentagon 
spending by $487 billion in the next 10 years. 
 
To accomplish that, Panetta said, a new strategy was developed for the military force of the 
future, one that will allow the Pentagon "to fashion the agile and flexible military force we need 
for the future." For example, he said, the Army will save money by pulling two of its four 
brigades out of permanent bases in Europe to bases in the United States. 
 
But at the same time, the Army will increase rotational deployments to bases so more units will 
have an opportunity to train with NATO allies. And the Navy will be getting rid of older ships 
that don't have the latest ballistic missile defense but buying new ones that will have that 
capability. 
 
And this new budget may be critical for what it doesn't cut, things like spending on Special 
Operations Forces, like the Navy SEALs who killed Osama bin Laden as well as overall numbers 
of unmanned aerial vehicles like the Predator, which have been so valuable in Iraq and 
Afghanistan.  This plan calls for more total spending on those capabilities. 
 
If approved by Congress, the savings next year and the following nine years would be achieved 
by moves including trimming the numbers of troops in the Army and Marine Corps and retiring 
nearly a dozen older Navy ships and six Air Force tactical squadrons, as well as smaller pay 
raises for troops beginning in 2015. 
 
The Army's cost savings will come from reducing the "end strength," the total number of active 
duty soldiers. There are currently 556,000 soldiers in the Army, but Panetta would reduce that 
number to 490,000. 
 



A similar move is being planned for the Marines, which would drop to 182,000 from the current 
level of 200,000 active duty Marines.  Both the Army and Marine end strengths would be 
slightly higher than they were just prior to 9/11. 
 
"They will be fundamentally reshaped by a decade of war - far more lethal, battle-hardened and 
ready," Panetta said. 
 
Because there will be fewer soldiers and Marines to support, the Air Force is being asked to 
reduce its airlift fleet.  The budget also calls for a reduction of six tactical air squadrons as well 
as one training squadron. Panetta insists that such moves will mean "minimal risk to our 
dominance of the skies." 
 
The Navy has perhaps the most difficult duty.  Panetta and President Obama have both 
repeatedly said the United States remains committed to the Asia/Pacific region, which it now 
supports largely through the 7th Fleet. 
 
But the budget calls for retiring seven old cruisers and two small amphibious ships. The Navy 
will also delay buying a dozen new ships by a year or more to save money in the short term. 
 
Panetta just last week announced the department's commitment to the newest generation jet 
fighter, the F-35 Joint Strike Fighter, which is being built for the Air Force, Navy and Marines.  
But Thursday he said, "In this budget, we have slowed the procurement to complete more testing 
and allow for developmental changes before buying in significant quantities. 
 
The portion of the outline that may trigger the most opposition is a plan aimed at troops' salaries 
and retired troops' health benefits.  Panetta promised full pay raises for fiscal 2013 and 2014, but 
he said, "We will achieve some cost savings by providing more limited pay raises beginning in 
2015." 
 
As for health care, he plans no changes for active duty troops and their families, but "we decided 
that to help control the growth of health care costs, we are recommending increases in health 
care fees, co-pays and deductibles for retirees." Panetta said. 
 
Gen. Martin Dempsey, the chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, made clear Thursday that he 
supports the plan laid out by Panetta, but admitted it does contain risks.  "The primary risks lie 
not in what we can do, but in how much we can do and how fast we can do it," Dempsey said. "I 
am convinced we can properly manage them." 
 
Of course, this is all a proposal that must go through Congress. Wednesday night, Panetta met 
with leaders of the congressional Armed Services and Appropriations committees to give them a 
preview of Thursday's announcement. 
 
One senior defense official called the meeting "productive" and said none of the leaders from 
either party expressed strong opposition to the plan to Panetta outlined during the dinner. 
 
Panetta said he hopes all of Congress support "this vision of the future military." 



 
"My hope is that when members understand the sacrifice involved in reducing the defense 
budget by half a trillion dollars, it will convince Congress to avoid sequestration," Panetta said. 
 
Sequestration is the name given to $600 billion in additional cuts that would become mandatory 
if the Congress doesn't approve the overall federal budget plan. Panetta said those cuts would 
"inflict severe damage to our national defense for generations." 
 
********************************** 
 
Early Bird 
Mabus: Navy To Buy Gigawatt Of Renewable Energy 
(FEDERAL TIMES) By Andy Medici 
  
The Navy said Thursday it will ramp up its use of public-private partnerships to purchase one 
gigawatt of renewable energy by 2020. 
 
Navy Secretary Ray Mabus said in a statement that one gigawatt is enough to power a city the 
size of Orlando, Fla. — or about 250,000 homes. 
 
The purchase will be one means for the Navy to meet its goal that half of its energy comes from 
renewable sources by the end of fiscal 2020. 
 
President Obama in his State of the Union address on Tuesday singled out the Navy for “one of 
the largest commitments to clean energy in history.” 
 
The Navy will reach its goal by using a variety of alternative financing techniques, including: 

 Energy savings performance contracts, where a company pays the upfront investment for 
energy-efficiency renovations and retrofits in exchange for payments from energy 
savings over time. 

 Enhanced-use leases, where a company gets to develop government land with renewable 
energy or other projects in exchange for payment or in-kind services such as reduced-rate 
energy. 

 Power purchase agreements, in which a power company constructs an energy system in 
exchange for fixed payments over a certain number of years. 

Mabus will establish a task force that will select appropriate renewable energy projects, the Navy 
said. 
 
Tom Hicks, deputy assistant Navy secretary, said at a panel discussion in July that the service 
expects to have 100 megawatts of solar power, six megawatts of wind power and 270 megawatts 
of geothermal power by the end of 2012. 
 
********************************** 
 
Early Bird 
Dempsey: 'Premature' To Use Military Force Against Iran 



(NATIONAL JOURNAL 26 JAN 12)  By Yochi J. Dreazen and Kevin Baron 
 
The current U.S.-led push to force Iran to abandon its nuclear ambitions through steadily 
increasing economic and diplomatic pressure is beginning to show results and it would be 
"premature" to resort to military force, Gen. Martin Dempsey, the chairman of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff, said in an interview on Thursday. 
 
Dempsey, the nation's highest military officer, told National Journal that the U.S. remained 
committed to preventing Iran from acquiring a nuclear weapon, and was prepared to use force if 
necessary. But he cautioned that a conflict with Iran would destabilize the region and potentially 
have a severe economic impact on the U.S. 
 
"I do think the path we're on—the economic sanctions and the diplomatic pressure—does seem 
to me to be having an effect," Dempsey said during the interview in his Pentagon office. "I just 
think that its premature to be deciding that the economic and diplomatic approach is inadequate." 
 
The comments represented the first time senior Pentagon officials weighed in, even indirectly, on 
the recent calls for increasing the military pressure on Iran, a common talking point for 
conservative politicians and the leading Republican presidential candidates. 
 
Dempsey was careful not to wade into the domestic political debate by referring to the 
Republicans, naming any of the candidates, or directing his comments specifically at them. 
 
Still, he made clear he believed an approach involving military force wasn't warranted at this 
point and could carry unforeseen risks. 
 
"A conflict with Iran would be really destabilizing, and I'm not just talking from the security 
perspective," he said. "It would be economically destabilizing." 
 
Dempsey said he'd delivered a similar message of caution to Israel's top leadership during a visit 
to the Jewish state last week. Israeli leaders see an Iranian nuclear weapon as a direct threat to 
their survival, and believe Iran may be just months away from having enough fissile material for 
a nuclear bomb. That, in turn, has prompted growing speculation that Israeli forces may soon 
carry out air strikes against Iran's nuclear facilities, a move opposed by the Obama 
administration. 
 
The general said he and the Israelis each argued their positions "aggressively" during the high-
level talks, but conceded that the two close allies simply see the threat—and potentially how 
soon to act against it—very differently. 
 
"We have to acknowledge that they ... see that threat differently than we do. Its existential to 
them," he said. "My intervention with them was not to try to persuade them to my thinking or 
allow them to persuade me to theirs, but rather to acknowledge the complexity and commit to 
seeking creative solutions, not simple solutions." 
 



Dempsey's comments come amid growing tensions with Iran, which this month threatened to 
close the Straits of Hormuz—one of the world's busiest oil-shipping routes—and warned U.S. 
warships not to pass through the international waterway. Dempsey and Defense Secretary Leon 
Panetta said they'd use force if Iran made any attempt to block off the straits, a move they said 
would be a "red line" for the U.S. 
 
In the interview, Dempsey said he and the military supported the administration's determination 
to prevent Iran from developing a nuclear weapon by any means necessary. He said the U.S. was 
increasing its economic and diplomatic pressure on Iran while making preparations—if there was 
no other option—for a possible military intervention into the country. 
 
But the general, a 37-year veteran who has seen war's human costs up close in the first Gulf War 
and in Iraq, cautioned that using force should be a last resort, not a first one. 
 
"We are determined to prevent them from acquiring that weapon, but that doesn't mean dropping 
bombs necessarily," he said. "I personally believe that we should be in the business of deterring 
as the first priority." 
 
****************************** 
 
Early Bird 
Israel Senses Bluffing In Iran's Threats Of Retaliation 
(NEW YORK TIMES 27 JAN 12) By Ethan Bronner 
 
JERUSALEM — Israeli intelligence estimates, backed by academic studies, have cast doubt on 
the widespread assumption that a military strike on Iranian nuclear facilities would set off a 
catastrophic set of events like a regional conflagration, widespread acts of terrorism and sky-high 
oil prices. 
 
The estimates, which have been largely adopted by the country’s most senior officials, conclude 
that the threat of Iranian retaliation is partly bluff. They are playing an important role in Israel’s 
calculation of whether ultimately to strike Iran, or to try to persuade the United States to do so, 
even as Tehran faces tough new economic sanctions from the West. 
 
“A war is no picnic,” Defense Minister Ehud Barak told Israel Radio in November. But if Israel 
feels itself forced into action, the retaliation would be bearable, he said. “There will not be 
100,000 dead or 10,000 dead or 1,000 dead. The state of Israel will not be destroyed.” 
 
The Iranian government, which says its nuclear program is for civilian purposes, has threatened 
to close the Strait of Hormuz — through which 90 percent of gulf oil passes — and if attacked, 
to retaliate with all its military might. 
 
But Israeli assessments reject the threats as overblown. Mr. Barak and Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu have embraced those analyses as they focus on how to stop what they view as Iran’s 
determination to obtain nuclear weapons. 
 



No issue in Israel is more fraught than the debate over the wisdom and feasibility of a strike on 
Iran. Some argue that even a successful military strike would do no more than delay any Iranian 
nuclear weapons program, and perhaps increase Iran’s determination to acquire the capability. 
Security officials are increasingly kept from journalists or barred from discussing Iran. Much of 
the public talk is as much message delivery as actual policy. 
 
With the region in turmoil and the Europeans having agreed to harsh sanctions against Iran, 
strategic assessments can quickly lose their currency. “They’re like cartons of milk — check the 
sell-by date,” one senior official said. 
 
But conversations with eight current and recent top Israeli security officials suggested several 
things: since Israel has been demanding the new sanctions, including an oil embargo and seizure 
of Iran’s Central Bank assets, it will give the sanctions some months to work; the sanctions are 
viewed here as probably insufficient; a military attack remains a very real option; and postattack 
situations are considered less perilous than one in which Iran has nuclear weapons. 
 
“Take every scenario of confrontation and attack by Iran and its proxies and then ask yourself, 
‘How would it look if they had a nuclear weapon?’ ” a senior official said. “In nearly every 
scenario, the situation looks worse.” 
 
The core analysis is based on an examination of Iran’s interests and abilities, along with recent 
threats and conflicts. Before the United States-led war against Iraq in 1991, Saddam Hussein 
vowed that if attacked he would “burn half of Israel.” He fired about 40 Scud missiles at Israel, 
which did limited damage. Similar fears of retaliation were voiced before the Iraq war in 2003 
and in 2006, during Israel’s war against Hezbollah in southern Lebanon. In the latter, about 
4,000 rockets were fired at Israel by Hezbollah, most of them causing limited harm. 
 
“If you put all those retaliations together and add in the terrorism of recent years, we are 
probably facing some multiple of that,” a retired official said, speaking on the condition of 
anonymity, citing an internal study. “I’m not saying Iran will not react. But it will be nothing like 
London during World War II.” 
 
A paper soon to be published by the Institute for National Security Studies at Tel Aviv 
University, written by Amos Yadlin, former chief of military intelligence, and Yoel Guzansky, 
who headed the Iran desk at Israel’s National Security Council until 2009, argues that the Iranian 
threat to close the Strait of Hormuz is largely a bluff. 
 
The paper contends that, despite the risks of Iranian provocation, Iran would not be able to close 
the waterway for any length of time and that it would not be in Iran’s own interest to do so. 
 
“If others are closing the taps on you, why close your own?” Mr. Guzansky said. Sealing the 
strait could also lead to all-out confrontation with the United States, something the authors say 
they believe Iran wants to avoid. 
 



A separate paper just published by the Begin-Sadat Center for Strategic Studies says that the fear 
of missile warfare against Israel is exaggerated since the missiles would be able to inflict only 
limited physical damage. 
 
Most Israeli analysts, like most officials and analysts abroad, reject these arguments. They say 
that Iran has been preparing for an attack for some years and will react robustly, as will its allies, 
Hezbollah and Hamas. Moreover, they say, an attack will at best delay the Iranian program by a 
couple of years and lead Tehran to redouble its efforts to build such a weapon. 
 
But Mr. Barak and Mr. Netanyahu believe that those concerns will pale if Iran does get a nuclear 
weapon. This was a point made in a public forum in Jerusalem this week by Maj. Gen. Amir 
Eshel, chief of the army’s planning division. Speaking of the former leaders of Libya and Iraq, 
he said, “Who would have dared deal with Qaddafi or Saddam Hussein if they had a nuclear 
capability? No way.” 
 
General Eshel added that when a senior Indian officer was visiting recently, he was asked why 
the Indians had done so little in response to the 2008 attacks in Mumbai. “When the other side 
has a nuclear capability and is prepared to use it, you think twice,” the officer replied, referring 
to Pakistan. 
 
Mr. Netanyahu has made no secret of his belief that the current Iranian leadership, which has 
called for Israel’s destruction and which finances and arms militant groups on Israel’s borders, is 
the contemporary equivalent of the Nazis who tried to eliminate the Jews. 
 
Both Mr. Netanyahu and Mr. Barak argue that sanctions on Iran’s banking and energy sectors, 
like the ones getting under way, are vital tools for pressuring the Iranian government internally 
and keeping it under world opprobrium. But they also suspect that such sanctions will not slow 
the country’s nuclear program and therefore consider a military option to be vital. 
 
“With all the sanctions, which are unprecedented,” Mr. Barak said on the radio this week, “I 
don’t think we are very close to a situation in which the Iranian leaders will look each other in 
the eye and say: ‘There is no choice. We have to stop the nuclear program.’ ” 
 
Mr. Netanyahu has told visitors that he believes the Tehran government to be deeply unpopular, 
indeed despised, and that a careful attack on its nuclear facilities might even be welcomed by 
Iranian citizens. They might see it, he has said, as the equivalent of removing the crown jewels 
from a hated monarch. 
 
Most analysts here and abroad take a different view. They argue that while the Iranian 
government remains unpopular, the nuclear program has wide support in Iran, and one way to 
unite the people behind their rulers would be through an Israeli strike. 
 
A former senior official who had top security clearance said he was worried that Mr. Barak and 
Mr. Netanyahu wanted to attack Iran — a step requiring agreement from other top ministers — 
and that such a step would be catastrophic both militarily and diplomatically. 
 



“The Iranians have 400 missiles they can shoot at Israel,” he said. “And imagine Israel’s 
isolation after it attacked. For what? A delay of a year and a half? We are successfully delaying 
them with other methods.” That was a reference to the sabotage of the Iranian program through 
the sale of faulty parts and the introduction of computer worms and malfunctions as well as the 
killing of nuclear scientists. 
 
The official said that the defense establishment was not enthusiastic about an attack. It hoped that 
sanctions and diplomacy would work and that if military action were needed it would come from 
the United States. 
 
But this approach poses a difficulty. America’s weapons and equipment are far more powerful 
than Israel’s. So as Iran enriches uranium underground, Washington can wait longer to decide to 
attack and still be effective. Israel worries that in the coming year Iran will enter what officials 
call a zone of immunity, meaning its facilities will move beyond reach. 
 
On Tuesday, Mr. Netanyahu spoke on International Holocaust Remembrance Day and reminded 
his listeners why he might feel the need for Israel to launch an attack. He said: “I want to 
mention the main lesson of the Holocaust when it comes to our fate. We can only rely on 
ourselves.” 
 
****************************************** 
 
Early Bird 
China To Boost Surveillance Flights Over Disputed East China Sea Areas 
(JAPAN TIMES 27 JAN 12) 
 
BEIJING — A Chinese maritime surveillance aircraft based in Shanghai will expand its 
coverage this year to include areas of the East China Sea disputed with Japan, according to 
recent reports by local media. 
 
The reports quote officials of the Shanghai Maritime Safety Administration as saying the range 
of the twin-engine Harbin Y-12 now includes what China claims as its 200-nautical-mile 
exclusive economic zone. 
 
That would encompass the disputed territory centered on the Senkaku Islands, as well as areas 
between the two countries where China has been drilling for natural gas, angering Japan. 
 
Under the U.N. Convention of the Law of the Sea, countries are entitled to claim 200 nautical 
miles from their shores as their EEZs. The zones claimed by China and Japan overlap. 
 
According to the Defense Ministry's latest white paper, China has been expanding and 
intensifying its maritime activities near Japan in recent years, with its ships engaging in 
gathering intelligence as well as monitoring activities for the protection of maritime rights and 
interests. 
 



"Attention needs to be paid," the white paper said, "to the operation of (Chinese) naval vessels 
and various surveillance operations near Japan" as well as China's "development of facilities that 
serve as bases for these activities." 
 
The paper noted that China's military has defined, in its own 2010 defense white paper, the 
safeguarding of national maritime rights and interests as one of the major goals of the country's 
defense policy. 
 
It also pointed out that China practices an administration system of sharing responsibilities 
between the military and local authorities, including those involved in maritime surveillance, in 
border and coastal defense. 
 
*********************************** 
 
Somali Captors Move U.S. Hostage After SEAL Raid 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 26 JAN 12) By Abdi Guled 
  
A group holding an American hostage in Somalia moved him at least three times in the day since 
U.S. Navy SEALs rescued an American and a Dane and killed their nine kidnappers, pirates said 
Thursday. The abductors said they would kill the hostage if they are attacked. 
 
The high-profile rescue early Wednesday raised questions about whether the many other Western 
hostages held in Somalia have a greater chance at release — or are in greater danger. 
 
"If they try again we will all die all together," warned Hassan Abdi, a Somali pirate connected to 
the gang holding the American. "It's difficult to hold U.S. hostages, because it's a game of 
chance: die or get huge money. But we shall stick with our plans and will never release him until 
we get a ransom." 
 
U.S. Navy SEALs parachuted into Somalia early Wednesday and hiked to where captors were 
holding American Jessica Buchanan, 32, and Poul Hagen Thisted, a 60-year-old Dane. A 
shootout ensued and nine captors were killed. Buchanan, Thisted and the U.S. troops were all 
unharmed. The two aid workers had been kidnapped by gunmen in October while working on 
demining projects for the Danish Refugee Council. 
 
Buchanan and Thisted on Thursday were at the U.S. Naval Air Base at Sigonella, Sicily as part 
of their reintegration process, undergoing more complete medical examinations and debriefing. 
Officials could not immediately say how long they would stay there before returning home. 
The U.S. government said the raid was prompted by Buchanan's deteriorating health. An ailing 
Frenchwoman kidnapped by Somali gunmen died in captivity last year after not having access to 
her medication. 
 
"Holding hostages in one place is unlikely now because we are the next target," Abdi said, 
referring to the raid in a phone conversation with The Associated Press. He expressed concern 
that the U.S. had pirate informants. 
 



"It wasn't just a hit and run operation, but long planned with the help of insiders among us," Abdi 
said, noting the soldiers had struck at the time when the pirates were least on their guard. 
The gang has moved an American kidnapped on Saturday in the northern Somali town of 
Galkayo three times in the last 24 hours, he said. 
 
Other hostages held in Somalia include a British tourist and two Spanish aid workers seized in 
neighboring Kenya, a French military adviser and 155 Sailors of various nationalities hijacked by 
pirates at sea. 
 
The aid group Doctors Without Borders, known as Medecins Sans Frontieres, employed the two 
Spanish women. The group said it is pleased that Buchanan and Thisted were freed and that MSF 
is still seeking the liberation of its workers, Montserrat Serra and Blanca Theibaut. It hinted, 
though, that it views military raids as risky. 
 
"MSF strongly favors the nonviolent resolution of such cases, as the use of force endangers the 
lives of the hostages and may result in the tragic loss of human lives," the group said. "We call 
upon the Somali population, especially the local authorities in control of the areas where the two 
are held, to do everything in their power to assist in their safe release." 
 
It's not always clear what group is holding a captive in Somalia. Hostages have sometimes been 
sold from one gang to another. Captives can be held for long stretches: Two journalists from 
Canada and Australia were held for 15 months before being released in 2009, and the French 
military adviser has been missing for more than two years. 
 
The security community is divided over whether the U.S. raid would make life more difficult for 
other captives, one Western official in Kenya said, or whether the killings of the nine captors 
might make pirates think twice about launching future operations. He spoke on condition of 
anonymity because he was not authorized to speak to the press. 
 
On Wednesday evening, hours after the U.S. military raid, the gang holding the American 
kidnapped on Saturday started circulating false rumors that they had executed him. 
 
Another security official who has years of experience in the region said it is likely the men 
holding the American would move him onto a ship with other foreign hostages, because ships 
were easier to defend and planning rescue operations is more complicated when there are 
hostages from other countries involved. 
 
The official also spoke on condition of anonymity because he was not authorized to speak to the 
press. At least one pirate agreed with his analysis. 
 
"I think land captivity is going to end now. Sea is much safer," pirate Mohamed Nur said by 
phone from the coastal town of Hobyo. "Even ships are not very safe but you can at least hit 
back and resist." 
 



Americans have been captured by Somali pirate gangs before. In 2009, the cargo vessel Maersk 
Alabama was briefly hijacked before pirates took to the lifeboat with the ship's captain, who was 
rescued after Navy sharpshooters killed the pirates. 
 
But in a sign that pirates are getting increasingly violent — and perhaps jittery — four 
Americans onboard a hijacked yacht were killed last February. It's still unclear why the hostages 
were shot. Two of the pirates had already boarded a U.S. warship shadowing the yacht. 
Several senior pirates condemned Wednesday's U.S. raid, which was authorized by President 
Barack Obama, and at least one warned that any other U.S. hostages might suffer as a result. 
 
"They send hit squads and kill all they want, so there is no way we will care for their people 
(hostages) while they are killing us. They will see the aftereffects and reap the results of their 
actions," said Bile Hussein, a Somali pirate commander. 
 
A spokesman for Somalia's weak U.N.-backed government said the pirates had got what they 
deserved. 
 
"Pirates have no place in our society," Abdirahman Omar Osman told AP. "This is a huge and 
unforgettable lesson for them." 
 
************************************** 
 
Groups sue over Navy sonar use off Northwest coast  
(ASSOCIATED PRESS 27 JAN 12) By Gene Johnson 
 
Conservationists and Native American tribes are suing over the Navy's expanded use of sonar in 
training exercises off the Washington, Oregon and California coasts, saying the noise can harass 
and kill whales and other marine life.  
 
The environmental law firm Earthjustice, the Natural Resources Defense Council and other 
groups filed the lawsuit Thursday against the National Marine Fisheries Service, saying it was 
wrong to approve the Navy's plan for the expanded training.  
 
They said the regulators should have considered the effects repeated sonar use can have on those 
species over many years and also required certain restrictions on where the Navy could conduct 
sonar and other loud activities to protect orcas, humpbacks and other whales, as well as seals, sea 
lions and dolphins.  
 
Instead, the Navy is required to look around and see if sea mammals are present before they 
conduct the training.  
 
Kristen Boyles, a Seattle-based attorney with Earthjustice, said it's the job of the fisheries service 
to balance the needs of the Navy with measures to protect marine life.  
 
"Nobody's saying they shouldn't train," she said. "But it can't be possible that it's no-holds-
barred, that there's no place where this can't happen."  



 
In 2010, the fisheries service approved the Navy's five-year plan for operations in the Northwest 
Training Range Complex, an area roughly the size of California, about 126,000 nautical square 
miles, that stretches from the waters off Mendocino County in California to the Canadian border. 
The Navy has conducted exercises in the training range for 60 years, but in recent years proposed 
increased weapons testing and submarine training.  
 
The groups want the permit granted to the Navy to be invalidated. They are asking the court to 
order the fisheries service to study the long-term effects of sonar on marine mammals, in 
accordance with the Endangered Species Act and other laws.  
 
Regulators determined that while sonar use by navies has been associated with the deaths of 
whales around the world, including the beaching of 37 whales on North Carolina's Outer Banks 
in 2005, there was little chance of that happening in the Northwest. The short duration of the 
sonar use, typically 90 minutes at a time by a single surface vessel, and reduced intensity would 
help prevent whale deaths, they said. Regulators required the Navy to shut down sonar 
operations if whales, sea lions, dolphins or other marine mammals were spotted nearby.  
 
The lawsuit, filed in U.S. District Court in San Francisco, claims that the Navy's sonar use in the 
Northwest might be strong enough to kill the animals outright. But even if it doesn't, the repeated 
use of sonar in certain critical habitats, such as breeding or feeding grounds, over many years 
could drive those species away, making it more difficult for them to eat or reproduce, it claims. 
The fisheries service should have ordered the Navy to keep out of such areas, at least seasonally, 
the environmental groups said.  
 
A spokeswoman for the Navy declined to comment on Wednesday, saying she had not seen the 
lawsuit, and a spokesman for the fisheries service said the agency's lawyers had not yet reviewed 
it.  
 
The plaintiffs include People for Puget Sound, a Seattle-based nonprofit, and the InterTribal 
Sinkyone Wilderness Council, which represents ten Northern California American Indian tribes. 
 
*********************************************** 
 
Advice To Presidential Hopefuls: Details Matter 
(WASHINGTON POST 26 JAN 12) By Walter Pincus 
  
Of all people, presidential candidates should check their facts before making accusations or 
promises on the campaign trail, particularly when dealing with sensitive foreign policy or 
defense spending issues. 
 
Charges made by former House speaker Newt Gingrich (Ga.) and promises by former 
Massachusetts governor Mitt Romney during Monday’s Republican debate in Tampa provide 
good case studies. 
 



Gingrich said that President Obama canceled a scheduled military exercise with Israel “so as not 
to be provocative” to Iran. He described that action as “the most dangerous possible thing ... 
[that] Obama just did.” 
 
Gingrich then went further, saying that “dictatorships,” referring to the Tehran regime, “respond 
to strength. They don’t respond to weakness, and I think there’s a very grave danger that the 
Iranians think that in fact, this president is so weak, they could close the Straits of Hormuz and 
not suffer substantial consequence.” 
 
Fact: As others, including Washington Post Fact Checker Glenn Kessler, have already noted, 
according to Israeli press accounts, it was the Israeli government that initiated the postponement 
— not cancellation — of the planned April 12 joint exercise called Austere Challenge 12. It was 
to test American and Israeli defensive systems against rockets and missiles allegedly launched by 
Iran. The exercise is to be held later this year. 
 
On Jan. 16, Israel Foreign Minister Avigdor Lieberman said on Israel Radio that “diplomatic and 
regional reasons, the tensions and instability” led to the delay. Defense Minister Ehud Barak said 
the same thing. That same day, the Jewish Telegraph Agency reported that an Israeli official said 
that the postponement primarily “had to do with budget cuts in Israel.” 
 
But Gingrich’s error goes much further than accusing Obama of causing the delay. He ignored 
what had occurred in the Persian Gulf the day before the Tampa debate vis-a-vis Iran’s reading 
of Obama’s “weakness” in the face of any Iranian threat. 
 
When the American carrier USS John C. Stennis left the gulf on a scheduled redeployment last 
month, the Iranian navy was in the midst of 10-day maneuvers in the Strait of Hormuz. 
 
On Jan. 3, Iran’s army chief, Maj. Gen. Ataollah Salehi, said, “I recommend and emphasize to 
the American carrier not to return to the Persian Gulf,” adding, “We are not in the habit of 
warning more than once.” Defense Secretary Leon Panetta responded publicly Jan. 8 to Iran’s 
threat, saying, “We made very clear that the United States will not tolerate the blocking of the 
Strait of Hormuz ... That’s another red line for us and that we will respond to them.” 
 
The Iranians changed their tune. The strait would be open to U.S. warships. 
In the debate, Gingrich ignored moderator Brian Williams’ reference to the American carrier 
USS Abraham Lincoln passing through the strait, perhaps because it undermined his whole 
theory. 
 
Romney, who has spoken often about the Navy situation, repeated during Monday’s debate his 
view that “under this president, under prior presidents, we keep on shrinking our Navy.” 
He described it as “now smaller than any time since 1917,” ignoring the obviously better 
capabilities of current vessels. Romney added, as he has in previous campaign statements, that 
the Obama administration “is building roughly nine ships a year. We ought to raise that to 15 
ships a year.” 
 



Facts: Although the fiscal 2013 budget due shortly could change things, the current five-year 
plan is to build an average of 11 Navy ships a year for the next five years, according to a new 
Congressional Research Service (CRS) report. Romney’s nine ships a year is out of date. 
But, as the CRS report notes and Romney’s promise ignores, much depends on what kind of 
ships you plan to build each year. The current plan for 55 ships over the next five years can be 
accomplished because 27 will be, according to CRS, “relatively inexpensive” Littoral Combat 
Ships (frigates) at $500 million each and Joint High Speed Vessels (amphibious landing ships) at 
$200 million each. 
 
A few years from now, the next generation of strategic ballistic missile submarines will begin, at 
$4 billion-plus, and “procuring an average of 10 or more ships per year will become a 
considerably more expensive proposition,” according to CRS. 
 
Gingrich and Romney would do themselves, the voters and this country a favor by checking their 
facts before they make their foreign policy and defense pronouncements. 
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